Security of Pak’s
N-arms Worrles US

\ {
By David E. Sanger
and Thom Shanker
Crawford (Texas): Two re-
cent assassination attempts
on Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf have renewed
concern in the Bush adminis-
tration over both the stability
of acritical ally and the secu-
rity of its nuclear weapons if
Gen Musharraf is killed or
removed from office.
Administration officials
would not discuss their con-
tingency plans for Pakistan,
but several said the White
House was revisiting an ef-
fort initiated just after the
September 11, 2001, attacks to
help Pakistan improve the se-
curity of its nuclear arsenal
and to prevent Al Qaida or
extremists within the Pak-
istani military or intelli-
gence services from gaining
access to the country’s
weapons and fissile material.
“It’s what we don’t know
that worries us,” said a senior
administration official, “in-
cluding the critical question of
how much fissile material
Pakistan now holds and where
it holds it.” Three years ago,
American officials estimated
that Pakistan had enough
highly enriched uranium to
manufacture 40 nuclear
weapons, and it is assumed
that the figure has grown.
“It’s one of the things that
we’re concerned about—nu-
clear materials or weapons-
related information falling
into the hands of terrorists
or states who harbour them
irrespective of what country
we’re talking about,” a State
Department official said
Monday. “We have discussed
these concerns with Pak-
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istan, and e contlnue to do
so. Pakistan has taken those
concerns very seriously.”

The Pentagon has analysed
whether US forces could seize
or secure Pakistan’s nuclear
arsenal if it appeares likely to
fall into the hands of terror-
ists or their sympathisers,
part of a broad effort at plan-
ning for nuclear emergencies
around the world. But a num-
ber of current and former ad-
ministration officials said
they had concluded that it
was impossible to be certain
where all of Pakistan’s nu-
clear materials and weapons
components were stored.

One Pentagon official said
any raid by the American
military to secure Pakistan’s
nuclear arsenal during a pe-
riod of chaos would be “an
extremely difficult and high-
ly risky venture”. Other ad-
ministration officials termed
it simply impossible.

Officials said they were
relatively confident that even
if Gen Musharraf lost power
or was Kkilled, Pakistan had
established some fairly reli-
able nuclear safeguards. Nu-
clear warheads, triggering
devices and the delivery sys-
tems for the weapons are all
stored separately. Thus, it
would be difficult to steal a
complete weapon, said ad-
ministration officials and ac-
ademic analysts.

The degree to which the US
may have aided in that process
is a secret, in part because the
Bush administration does not
want to worsen anti-American
sentiments in Pakistan. But
there are other reasons, ad-

~miffistiaticn and Pentagon of-

ficials SAY. NYT News Service

‘No N-roll-back’

Denying international
pressure to rofl back
Pakistan’s nuclear arms
programme and its stand
on Kashmir, President
Pervez Musharraf (above)
has said there is no
question of backing out
on these issues as only a
“traitor” can do so.

1A flights

Indian Airlines will resume
services to Pakistan from
January 9 with a bi-weekly
Delhi-Lahore-Delhi flight.
IA officials said the Delhi-
Lahore services would be
available on Fridays and
Mondays. The one-way
fare will be Rs 4,870 and
the return fare will be Rs
8,830 in the business
class and Rs 3,745 and
Rs 6,795 in the economy
class.

Saarc agenda

Accomplishment of the
South Asian Free Trade
Agreement and a social
charter to eradicate pover-
ty from the region could be
the major achievements
during the Saarc summit
being held in Islamabad
from January 4 to 6, for-
eign secretary Shashank
said before crossing the
Wagah border to Pakistan
on Tuesday. —
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Prez charming
Bush reveals’
he loathes War

Vijay Dutt & The Guardian
London, November 14

AWARE OF the threat of anti-
war protesters to upset his visit
to London, President George
Bush has gone on a charm of-
fensive to win over his detrac-
tors. He acknowledged his crit-
ics and said it was fantastic that
the British people were free to
demonstrate against him.

“I am pleased to be going to a
country which say that people
are allowed to express their
mind. That’s fantastic. Freedom
is a beautiful thing. And the fact
that people are willing to come
out and express themselves says
I'm going to a great country”

The President is expected to
meet families of soldiers who
died in Iraq and he said he
would “ share with them a deep
grief, my sorrow for the sacri-
fice. He has also tried to dispel
the image of being a hawk and
warmonger.

Bush said, “I understand
people not liking war. I don’t
like war. War is the last choice
a President should make, not
the first.” He also allayed the
fear that he would take mili-
tary action against Iran and
North Korea, described by him
as the other tow members of
the “axis of evil”.

“I'm really looking forward
to spending time with my
friend — and I emphasise ‘my
friend’ — Tony Blair,” Bush
said. “He’s a smart, capable,
trustworthy friend, and we've
got a lot to talk about.”

He went out of his way to
deny the suggestion that Blair
had sacrificed Britain’s inde-
pendence by maintaining such a
close relationship with Wash-

THE TELEGRAPY
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English treat

PRIME MINISTER Tony
Blair is planning to give
President Bush a taste of
home when he visit’s
Blair’s home in Trimdon, a
sleepy town in the far
north of England.

The Trimdon rumour
mill was in overdrive
Thursday over which
lucky restaurant or pub
would get the presidential
seal of approval.

A taxi driver said police
helicopters - had been
buzzing in the area while
newspapers said FBI age-
nts had been seen, taking
notes and photographs.

Reuters, Trimdon

ington. “He’s plenty independ-
ent. If he thought the policy that
we have both worked on was
wrong, he’d tell me,” he said.

“Never once has he said to
me, ever, ‘gosh, I'm feeling ter-
rible pressure’,” Bush said.

“I have never heard him
complain about the polls, or
wring his hands. The relation-
ship is a very good relationship
because I admire him, and I ad-
mire somebody who stands
tough.”

American officials have
hinted that a deal might be bro-
kered over the nine Britons
held at the Camp X-Ray.

Political commentators we-
re, however, sceptical that
Bush’s overtures would win
any of his many critics. But it
would help Blair to make a
strong case for closer ties with
Washington.

1 §NCV 03
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Bush s visit to U.K. sparks

o ‘”‘;/ protest

¥ O By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, Nov 11. The first-ever state visit of the
U.S. President, George W. Bush, to Britain next
week has provoked such widespread hostility
that the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, has been
forced to defend it saying he believes that “this
is exactly the right time for him to come”.

Mr. Blair’s intervention came as anti-war
campaigners claimed that up to 100,000 people
were expected to join demonstrations against
the visit and an opinion poll showed that 60 per
cent Britons were opposed to Britain’s “special
relationship” with the Bush administration in
the wake of the Iraq war.

Mr. Bush is likely to spend most of his time in
‘purdah’ to avoid ugly scenes. To prevent any
embarrassment from anti-war MPs, he is likely
to be kept away from Parliament as well in
sharp contrast to Mr. Blair's high-profile ad-
dress to the U.S. Senators and Congressmen
when he visited Washington recently.

Reports suggested that the three-day visit did
not include any of the “traditional haunts for a
state visit”. “Not for Mr. Bush the dreaming
spires of Oxford, nor the relaxing spas of Bath.
Neither will he be venturing to Wordsworth

THE HINDU
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threats

country or crossing the border to see Scotland’s
historic capital, all traditional haunts for a state
visit,” The Times noted.

Security concerns were said to be verging on
paranoia with U.S. officials reported to be de-
manding that large parts of Central London —
the potential venue of protests — be shut down
and all demonstrations banned during the visit.

A “battle of wills” was reported to be going on
between U.S. security agents and the British po-
lice. The anti-war Mayor of London, Ken Living-
stone, wants all legitimate protests to be
allowed putting him at loggerheads with Amer-
ican officials who want the area around Buck-
ingham Palace, where Mr. Bush would be
staying, to be closed.

Mr, Blair, in a speech on Monday, scoffed at
critics. “For many, the script of the visit has
already been written. There will be demonstra-
tions. His (Mr. Bush’s) friends wonder at the
timing.

His enemies rub their hands at what they see
as potential embarrassment. I believe this is ex-
actly the right time for him to come,” he de-
clared as the Stop the War Coalition and a host
of civil rights groups rolled up their sleeves to
take to the streets.
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“Myanmar faces ASEAN action, .

KUALA LUMPUR: Myanmar’s ruling junta needs to free pro-
democracy leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, soon or risk a crisis AN
that could lead to its expulsion from the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, Malaysia’s Foreign Minister said on
Monday. “Whether ASEAN is willing to take that step is
something — we have to see what Myanmar does during
this period,” the Foreign Minister, Syed Hamid Albar, said in
an interview. “The crucial thing is releasing Suu Kyi.”
International pressure is building on ASEAN to overcome its
tradition of non-interference in the affairs of member states
and get tough with the military Government to release the
Naobel Peace Prize winner, Mr. Hamid said. An ASEAN
Foreign Ministers’ summit took the unprecedented step last
month of telling Myanmar to free her. Malaysia fears “the
possible expulsion of Myanmar if they fail to go along wi

the accepted views among ASEAN” . — AP
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. \ By Chidanand Rajghatta y
\- Times News NETWORK
Washington: The Bush administration has
said Pakistan’s nuclear proliferation activi-
ties are all in the past. The US believes Gen-
eral Musharraf’s assurances that no trans-
fers are going on at the present time.

The issue figured in both the White
House and State Department briefings on
Monday and spokesmen at both places cer-
tified that Pakistan’s current assurances
on the matter were credible.

“I'm not in a position to discuss those
(past) matters re-
lating to classified

Richard Boucher
reminded a ques-
tioner that Secre-
tary of State Colin
Powell had said in
October of 2002 that he had had very spe-
cific conversations about proliferation
with Gen. Musharraf “where he assured
us that Pakistan was not participating in
any kind of activity of that nature.”

“And T checked this morning, and I
would say that...we continue to accept that
assurance,” Mr Boucher added.

Washington’s resounding endorsement
came amid doubts in several quarters, in-
cluding within Pakistan, about how the so-
called rogue elements could have leaked or
sold nuclear secrets without the knowl-
edge of the Pakistani establishment, given
the strict tabs they kept on the top scien-

miitary surveillance’

THE HIDUSTAN TiVES

Hitting the highroad

J\/N-proliferatiom: US

reposes faith in Gen

tists now under interrogation.

One analyst pointed out in the ‘Dawn’
newspaper that “all the Pakistani scien-
tists associated with our nuclear pro-
gramme, including Dr A.Q. Khan, had re-
mained under 24-hour strict military sur-
veillance all through the years since the
programme was started.”

One in-service brigadier had always re-
mained at the side of Dr Khan during his
waking hours and a French envoy was
once beaten up for getting too close the nu-
clear establishment.

“So, with all that protection, it appears
. rather impossible
b for these scientists

® ‘Scientists must have had help from
some of their own protectors’

information and to have branched
intelligence matter, out on their own to
but let me talk to set up their indi-
the present,” vidual nuclear
White House shops. They must
spokesman  Scott have had help from
McClellan said. some of their own

“President protectors,”  the
Musharraf had as- commentator said.
sured us that (pro- But Washington,
liferation) is not which evidently
happening  now. S pressured Pak-
And that’s impor- George Bush Pervez Musharraf istan’s military es-
tant.” . . ol tablishment to

State Depart- ® Pakistan’s N-proliferation ‘is in the past probe the leaks and
ment spokesman @ ‘All Pak N-scientists under 24-hour appears to have an

inside track of the
developments, con-
tinued to insist
that that all was
hunky dory.

Mr Boucher said the US welcomed Pak-
istan’s investigation and its debriefing of
individuals who may have valuable infor-
mation to convey.

“It’s a further indication of the priority
that President Musharraf has placed on
ensuring that Pakistan’s sensitive assets
don’t fall into the wrong hands,” he added.

Mr McClelland said the US would con-
tinue to work with Pakistan on a number
of fronts, including the war on terrorism
and “taking steps to make sure we’re doing
everything we can to stop the proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction around
the world.”




,J»v""”"/PaIIone
opposes $3(lg,k
aid tov'

Pakistan*!.
~ANXY
By Sridhar Krishnasw

WASHINGTON, JuLY 1. The Demo-
cratic member of the U.S. Con-
gress, Frank Pallone, has

proposed $3 billion package to
Pakistan and has vowed to op-
pose the same when it comes
for Congressional approval.

The five-year package start-
ing 2005 will come in rough an-
nual instalments of $600 million
and the Congress will have to
appropriate this money each
time.

In a letter to the President,
George W. Bush, the Congress-
man from New Jersey has urged
that assistance to Pakistan be
limited to the economic com-
ponent and to further impress

tance of moving towards de-
mocracy and stopping
cross-border terrorism.

“If these concerns are not ap-
propriately addressed, 1 intend
to oppose Congressional con-
sideration of this aid package,”
Mr. Pallone has said.

“I find it extremely problem-
atic to be providing further U.S.
military assistance to a country
like Pakistan given Musharraf’s
authoritarian regime and the
militant insurgency in Kashmir
by Pakistani Islamic terrorists,”
he argued.

Mr. Pallone, the founder of
the Congressional Caucus on
| India and Indian ‘Americans,
has warned the President that a
“rogue” nation like Pakistan
has a track record of using for-
eign military supplies against
India, harbouring the Taliban
and providing uranium en-
riched equipment to North
Korea.

Pakistan, in Mr. Pallone view,
remains a major source of pro-
liferation and Gen. Musharraf’s
efforts to halt cross-border ter-
rorism have been ‘“inadequate
" at best”.

The Bush administration, in

the last week or so, has faced
criticism on the Pakistani aid
package with some maintaining
that Gen. Musharraf gets too
much without giving anything
angible in return; others have
irgued that the resumption of a
nilitary sales pipeline to Pakis-
n is not in America’s long-
:rm interests, especially in the
ontext of an evolving relation-
hip with India.

expressed concern about the |

upon Islamabad the impor- |
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REWARDING MUSHARRAF e

THE UNAMBIGUOUS AMERICAN endorseq’ . \9

ment of his leadership must come as a morale
booster for the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf. Along with the economic and mil-
itary assistance that his ally, George W. Bush,
has promised, this support will considerably
strengthen his hands to face the domestic polit-
ical storm being raised by myriad groups of Is-
lamic religious fundamentalists. The body
language of the American President matched
his measured words on the grounds of his ex-
clusive retreat at Camp David and he had but
one message: that the U.S. values the Pakistani
connection and is not ready to forsake it. “We
have no better partner in our fight against ter-
rorism than President Musharraf,” Mr. Bush
said in clear acknowledgement that the time
had come for Washington to repay the Pakistani
ruler for his extraordinarily bold and tactically
shrewd decision to abandon support for the Ta-
liban and align with the U.S. in its war against

the Al-Qaeda and overthrow the hardline re-

gime in Kabul. The American President point-
edly referred to their continuing partnership in
the fight against terrorism and cited the arrest
of more than 500 Al-Qaeda suspects in Pakis-
tan. Gen. Musharraf in turn underscored his
allegiance to the fight against terrorists by re-
minding his host that in the operation to flush
out Taliban remnants he had ordered his army
for the first time ever into the lawless semi-
autonomous tribal areas bordering Afghanis-
tan.

The $ 3 billion package of financial and mil-
itary assistance over a five-year period that Mr.
Bush announced holds much promise, even
though the gift wrapping does carry the manda-
tory warnings on movement towards democra-
cy et al that any allied military ruler receives.
The red carpet welcome accorded to Gen.
Musharraf and Washington'’s readiness to meet
his demands and share his concerns were a sig-
nal in the main of the American goal of ensur-
ing the stability of the country and its
concurrent anxiety to keep at bay the obscuran-
tist elements whose voice is becoming increas-

w - \U

y strident. The resurgent coalition of Islamic
pavties, which is winning popular support by
crificising the close U.S.-Pakistan ties, has dis-
misked the aid package as an insult and the de-
nial of the F-16 fighter planes as a slap in the
face. But it must be noted that the continued
denial of the one item that Gen. Musharraf must
have desperately wanted in the package has
been prompted as much by American reluc-
tance to upset the warming relations with India
as by concerns over Islamabad’s proven com-
plicity in proliferation of nuclear and missile
technology. Pakistan has denied providing
North Korea with the designs for centrifuges to
enrich uranium that has led to the erection of a
second nuclear project and Gen. Musharraf is
said to have told the U.S. that the clandestine
relationship has ended. The U.S. would want to
see concrete proof of this break, considering
past denials of such links with the regime in
North Korea.

If the decision over the F-16s will please New

Delhi, it must also be satisfied that Mr. Bush

held up the bilateral route for solving India-Pa-
kistan problems and refused to walk into the
trap laid by Gen. Musharraf inviting American
mediation over Kashmir. Mr. Bush confined
himself to repeating the assurance that the U.S.
will remain engaged in South Asia, at the same
time urging effective action to end cross-border
militancy. Washington will watch how far Gen.
Musharraf fulfils his commitment of a “100 per
cent” effort to stop incursions across the border.
The Kashmir dispute apart, the Pakistani leader
launched on his current four-nation diplomatic
drive to ensure that Western interest in his
country does not wane with the focus shifting to
the Middle East. His rhetorical pronouncements
in London and the high profile visit to Camp
David have brought the spotlight momentarily
on him. As he returns home via Paris and Berlin,
a host of political, economic and security prob-
lems await him. The Pakistani people will also
look forward to further steps towards the prom-
ised “sustainable democracy”.

R



" Pervez wants..

Bush roadm
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Frm Trust of India \397

WASHINGTON, June 25. — Paki-
stan President Gen. Pervez Musha-
rraf has said he would like Mr George
Bush to involve himself in a West
Asia-style “roadmap” on Kashmir,
but feared India would not allow that
as it wanted a bilateral resolution.
Asked in an interview with ABC

would certain hke to take off this,
the one that rerjains,” he said, but did
not specify which position he meant.
About the US not supplying F-16
aircraft to Pakistan, the Wall Street
Journal today reported that “the
Bush Administration feared giving
military aid (to Pakistan) that could,
in a change of government, end up in
the wrong hands.”
General on peace: President Musha-

whether Mr Bush sup- rraf has assured Mr
ported Pakistan’s desi- ¢ H ’ Bush that he will make
re for more involvem- A traltor 100 per cent effort to
ent by hin: in the Ka- ISLAMABAD, June 25. —  end crossborder
shmir dispute, Gen. Calling Gen. Musharraf a  “incidents”  against

Musharraf said: “Yes,
he always says he will
remain committed to
bringing peace and
harmony  between
India and Pakistan.”
Asked if he would
consider giving up
either the post of Pr-
esident or Army
Chief, Gen. Mush-
arraf said: “1 was
wearing four hats
initially. When I took

“traitor”, Mr Nawaz Sharif
told the Daily Times from
exile that he and Mr Vaj-
payee had “almost” decided
on a deadline to resolve the
Kashmir issue but the pro-
cess was sabotaged by the
Pak Army’s Kargil conflict.
“Mr Vajpayee’s Lahore
visit was a link in the chain.
Had it not been for Kargil
the issue of Kashmir would
have reached a historical re-
solution,” he said. — PTI

India. “Musharraf has
committed to a a 100
per cent effort at trying
to end crossborder
incidents™, a senior Ad-
ministraton official said
briefing reporters on
the Camp David, adtf
PTL

‘Fait accompli’: The
lavish praise and aid
to Pakistan suggests
that the US is con-
sidering Islamabad’s

over (as President), I

was the Chief of Army Staff,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee, Chief Executive and
President. I didn’t take these hats by
choice. ...Circumstances put me in
the situation. But then I realised this
is not correct ... I started removing
the hats.

“On the first opportunity, I gave
up my position as Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, and
then, after. a Supreme Court order, 1
gave up my position as Chief Execu-
tive. Once 1 feel stability has come I

E STATESMAP

nuclear weapons cap-
ability as a “fait accompli’ and is now
more worried about preventing
control of the weapons from falling
into the wrong hands, the New York
Times reported today.

The praise Mr Bush lavished on
the General, and the grant of $3
billion in economic and military aid
for the next five years, shows that Mr
Bush and his aides seem to regard
Pakistan’s nuclear weapons capacity
“as a fait accompli,” the report said.

More reports on page 2
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“Bush gives
“Pak $3bn
but no F 165

WASHINGTON, June 24. — President George Bush
today ruled out any immediate sale of F-16 Fighting
Falcons to Pakistan, making it clear that it will not be a
part of a $3 billion package announced for Islamabad.

“In the package that we discussed, the five-year $3
billion package, half of that money goes for defence mat-
ters of which the F-16 won’t be a part,” Mr Bush said at
a joint press conference at Camp David after he met
President Pervez Musharraf. {

The US President’s response came when a reporter
referred to media reports quoting Deputy Prime
Minister Mr LK Advani as having said after his recent
visit to the USA that Washington had given an assurance
that it would not sell F-16s to Pakistan.

The questioner asked if the Pakistani people should
believe Mr Advani.
Gen. Musharraf inter-
jected telling the Presi-
dent that he could not
escape questions on
this issue. Mr Bush res-
ponded saying Gen. :
Musharraf had been a
“strong advocate” for
the sale of F-16s to
Pakistan, but made it
clear that it would not
be part of the package.

Pakistan had paid
for 28 F-16 jets, sale of
which has been stalled '
following the 1998 anti-nuclear sanctions against
Islamabad. The US President said he would work with
Congress on a $3 billion economic aid package for
Pakistan, and announced he would sign a trade and
investment framework agreement with Islamabad.

“I will work with the US Congress on a $3bn eco-
nomic assistance package to help advance security and
economic opportunity for Pakistani citizens,” he said.
After 90-minutes of talks at the presidential retreat, Mr
Bush declared that he would stand by and be ready to
help resolve (India-Pakistan tension) but a final
agreement requires ... both the Pakistan and Indian
governments. “We will do all we can to promote peace.”

Mr Bush said he was encouraged by the moves Gen.
Musharraf and Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee made in easing
tension between the two sides. “I am hopeful the two
countries will deepen their engagement on all issues,
including Kashmir.”

President Musharraf assured Mr Bush that Pakistan
“abhors terrorism in all its forms and manifestations”
and no cause can be promoted through terrorist acts.
At the same time, the General insisted that for
Pakistan Kashmir is “a core issue.”

On the nuclear issue, he said: “Pakistan foliows a
strategy of minimum deterrence. We are not into any
arms race (with India) but we do maintain forces to
ensure this strategy of minimum deterrence.”

Gen. Musharraf also invited President Bush and the
US First Lady to visit Pakistan.

THE STATESMA®
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Dollarsw not f

S. Rajagopalan \}5)
Washington, June 24

US PRESIDENT George
Bush on Tuesday an-
nounced a $3-billion aid
package for Pakistan but
ruled out sale of F-16
fighter jets. The details of
the package were not re-
leased immediately, apart
from a statement that half
of the money would be for
“defence matters”.

At their 90-minute Camp
David meeting, Bush made
it clear to Pakistani Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf
that the onus of finding a
solution to the Kashmir
dispute lay with Pakistan
and India. The US could, at
best, aid the process.

It was clear from Bush’s
remarks at a brief joint
news conference that he

oA
had, in line with promises
made to Indian leaders,
taken up the subject of
cross-border  terrorism
with Musharraf. He em-
phasised the need for 100
per cent commitment on
dealing with terrorism,
which was preventing a
solution to Kashmir
“Every party involved
with this issue must focus
on not allowing a few to
undermine the hopes of
many,” Bush said.
Musharraf, speaking af-
ter Bush, agreed that
“there is no cause that can
be justified or promoted
through terrorist acts”.
The Pakistani Presi-
dent, as expected, had
raised the subject of F-16s,
but Bush made it clear
that Washington was in no
position to accept the de-

+4F HINDUSTAN Thix

Perver Musharraf
Getting a mixed bag

mand. This was broadly in
line with the assurances
US leaders had recently
made to Deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani.
When a reporter raised
the subject of F-16s at the
news conference, Mushar-
raf interjected and told
Bush he could not escape
questions on the matter.

ghters, for Pervez

Bush responded by saying
that Musharraf had been
a “strong advocate” for the
sale of F-16s to Pakistan,
but it won’t be part of the
aid package.

The US President pra-
ised Musharraf, describ-
ing him as “a courageous
leader”, and thanked him
for Islamabad’s continued
help in the war on terror.
But he went on to say that
Pakistan “will require
movement toward democ-
racy”, particularly in en-
hancing the rights of
women and girls.

Bush announced that
besides the aid package,
the two countries will sign
an agreement on trade and
investment. - Musharraf
said he hoped this agree-
ment would precede a free
trade agreement.
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Bush raises - "
J infiltration issue
o« With Musharraf

r\,g Y By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 24. The United States President, George W. Bush,
has stressed that while the United States wanted a peaceful resolu-
tion of the discord between India and Pakistan, its role will be “‘to
aid the process forward” and that the principal decision-makers
will be the governments in New Delhi and Islamabad. At the end of
his meeting with the visiting President of Pakistan, Pervez Mushar-
raf, at Camp David, Mr. Bush said F-16s will not be a part of the $ 3
billicn package being assembled for Pakistan.

The U.S. and Pakistan will be initialling a Trade and Investment
Framework Agreement. “The President (Gen. Mushartaf) is not
afraid to bring up the issue of F-16s. He has been a strong advocate
for the sale of F-16s to Pakistan. In the package that we discussed,
the five-year, three billion package, half of that money goes for
defence matters, of which the F-16s won't be a part. Neverthe-
less,we want to work closely with our friend to make sure the
package meets the needs of the Pakistani people”’, Mr. Bush said.

The two Presidents had a 90-minute session at the Laurel Cabin
of Camp David on Tuesday after which they addressed a news
conference before adjourning for lunch with their wives. Prior to
taking two questions each from each side, both Mr. Bush and Gen.
Musharraf made an opening statement. “I'm encouraged by the
progress President Musharraf and Indian Prime Minister Mr. Vaj-
payee may have made in easing tensions between Pakistan and
India. I am hopeful that the two countries will deepen their en-
gagement on all issues, including Kashmir. In our meeting we
discussed the need to address extremism and cross-border infil-
tration; and I assured the President that the United States will do
all we can to promote peace’’, Mr. Bush said in prepared remarks.
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‘Armitage to go easy on

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri S
New Delhi, May 7
UNLIKE LAST summer, the In-
dian government does not ex-
pect the visit of US Deputy Sec-
retary of State Richard Ar-
mitage to bring about a break-
through in Indo-Pakistani rela-
tions. At best, New Delhi and
Washington hope the Pakistanis
will give him a concession,
“something incremental”, to gift
wrap and take with him to India.

The nature of the concession
will be ascertained during Ar-
mitage’s meetings in Islamabad
on Wednesday.

Both Indian and US officials
say Armitage’s - visit in India
will focus mostly on bilateral

)
THE DAY AFTER
India welcomes
m Islamabad’s announcement that
it will revive links

m Decision to restore mission
strength

Pushing for
m Action to curb infiltration

m Composite dialogue which will
include Kashmir

concerns like technology sanc-
tions and regional issues like
Afghanistan and Iraq. Indo-US
issues were the dominant theme
even at Armitage’s meeting
with National Security Adviser
Brajesh Mishra at London’s

Fg may o

Heathrow Airport on Monday:.

This reflects Indian determi-
nation to take the peace process
one step at a time. It also reflects
New Delhi’s view that the ball
has been in Pakistan’s court
since the December 13, 2001, at-
tack on Parliament and that the
only show in town is cross-bor-
der terrorism.

Diplomatic sources on both
sides say there is no question of
Armitage putting pressure on In-
dia. New Delhi knows that he
and US Secretary of State Colin
Powell are sympathetic to India’s
case. The two have privately ad-
mitted that President Pervez
Musharraf has “cheated” on his
promise to President George W.
Bush to end terrorist infiltration.

Pakistan

W A

But their stance is tempered by
the State Department’s pointper-
son on South Asia, Christina
Rocca. She feels Pakistan can ful-
fil its promise only if India talks
seriously about Kashmir.

While Armitage is sure to tell.
Pakistan that it is time to deliv-
er on its terrorism promise, he
will not apply the economic
squeeze that India wants. He is
also publicly praising Mushar-
raf, say diplomatic sources, be-
cause the general’s ego is seen
as one of his weaknesses.

India said it has sent to Is-
lamabad the name of its high
commissioner for acceptance.
The ambassador to China, Shiv
Shankar Menon, is a frontrun-
ner for the hot seat.

HE HINDUSTAM TReE



Bush, Blair to revi

v%r’ \/\/V\

WASHINGTON, APRIL 7. The United
States President, George W.
Bush, and the British Prime
Minister, Tony Blair, are grap-
pling with three of the world’s
toughest conflicts in Mr. Bush’s
25-hour visit to Belfast, discuss-
ing war and rebuilding in Iraq
while trying to revive peace ef-
forts in Northern Ireland and
West Asia,

Mr. Bush left Washington
early on Monday en route to
Belfast for a summit meant pri-
marily to review war progress
and to iron out differences
about how Iraq will be rebuilt
and governed when hostilities
end.

Bomb threats forced police to
shut down a Belfast airport and
a major highway hours before
Mr. Bush was expected to ar-
rive. Police blasted apart a sus-
picious package but could not
confirm it contained explosives.

The reconstruction question
has divided the President’s ad-
visers and the United States and
Britain. Me~Blair and his Eu-

g ppe 10

A young watches as a.s. Ammy Civil n n o

ew

war

dellvers food and water to families in Abu Shawaich
in lraq on Monday. — AFP

ropean allies want deeper U.N.
involvement in post-war Iraq
than Mr. Bush, who seeks a
transitional governing authority
consisting of Iragi exiles and
people living in the country

now. A US.-led coalition will
likely run the country for more
than six months until a new Ira-
gi government is in place, the
Deputy Defence Secretary, Paul
Wolfdwitz, said Sunday. — AP

THE HINDU



By B. Muralidhar Reddy

BAD, APRIL 18. The U.S. to-
lifted the 13-month travel
on its citizens and certain
gory of employees to Pakis-
jan and authorised the immedi-
return of U.S. embassy and
ulate employees to Islama-
Lahore and Peshawar.

- After a church blast in March
P2 in the diplomatic enclave,
B which two U.S. citizens, in-
g the wife of a diplomat
, America had withdrawn
n-essential  diplomatic and
diplomatic staff from Pa-
an and ordered families of
B employees to leave the coun-
¥ immediately.

FFamily members of official
ericans ordered to leave the

.S. lifts ban on

country in March 2002

vet being allowed to return.
“Because of regional tensions
and continued high security
concerns about terrorists in Pa-
kistan, all U.S. citizens should
defer travel to Pakistan. U.S. ci-
tizens in the country are strong-
ly urged to depart. This
supersedes the Travel Warning
issued March 28, 2003", travel
advisory put out by the State
Department said.

It said U.S. citizens who re-
main in Pakistan despite this
warning should take appropri-
ate precautions to ensure their
security and safety. These mea-
sures include being vigilant of
their surroundings, avoiding
crowds and demonstrations,
keeping a low profile, varying

travel to Pak.
ban §mgm to Pak

. 'n\l\l.\\‘ -
times and routes for all required

travel and ensuring travel docu-
ments are current.
“Americahs are also encour-

aged to register at the Consular '

Section of the U.S. Embassy in
Islamabad or the Consulates in
Peshawar or Lahore and enrol
in the warden system (emergen-
¢y alert network) to obtain up-
dated information on travel and
security in Pakistan. Persons
wishing to register at the U.S.
Consulate General in Karachi
should call that office”, it said.
The latest advisory said from
time to time, the missions in Pa-
kistan might suspend public
services for security reasons. Al-
so, official Americans may be
prohibited from travelling 10
certain areas of Pakistan.
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@m waives $1bn _umw mm_u

E:vmmEﬂ Zaidi & Agencies
Islamabad, April 5

THE US on Saturday waived Pak-
istan’s $1 billion debt and resched-
uled the remaining $2.3 billion to be
paid in easy instalments in 38 years,
in return for the country’s co-opera-
tion in the war on terror.

US Ambassador to Pakistan Nan-
cy Powell signed the agreement with
Secretary of Pakistan’s Economic
division Wagar Masood Khan,

The debt write-off, promised by US
President George W. Bush last year
to his Pakistani counterpart Pervez
Musharraf, was delayed by several
months after it got entangled in a

lengthy debate in the US Congress.

“The new relationship between
the United States and Pakistan is
not just about September 11. It is
about the rebirth of long-term rela-
tionship between our two coun-
tries,” Powell said.

Pakistan, which has over $36 bil-
lion external debt, owed around $3.3
billion to the United States and its
lending agencies. Of this, US has
written of $1 billion and resched-
uled the remaining $2.8 billion to be
repayable in 38 years, including 15
years’ grace period at a reduced in-
terest rate.

Finance Minister Shoukat >§N
said the debt write-off would pro-

vide significant relief 8 mmwzaz s
cash starved economy. He added
that the United States and its allies
have written of $1.62 billion 202:
of Pakistan’s debt.

Besides, last year United States
provided $600 million budgetary
support to meet the costs of war on
Afghanistan, $190 million to provide
border security at the Afghan bor-
ders, $56 million for commodity sup-
port and $100 million by USAID for
the education sector, Aziz said.

The new American assistance
has enabled Pakistan to order a new
fleet of Boeing aircraft for Pakistan
Airlines and helped a number of
American companies to invest in

memnms. Bfma “I want to stress
that waivihg the $1 billion debt is
just one piece of a multi-faceted,
multi-billion dollar assistance pack-
age the United States is providing to

Pakistan,” Powell said, adding,

Washington hoped Pakistan would
make good use of the debt write-off
and devote more funds for social de-
velopment.

“This $1 billion in debt relief will
add to the momentum of Pakistan’s
economic recovery.”

The government now has more .
room to spend for schools in rural |

areas, improve teacher training, ex-
pand immunisation and anti- Ecm
programmes, she said.

W HIND ST AN TRE™
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gf\/%( Islamabad manages to scare itself ;\ é)

ome people in Islamabad’s establishment appear to

succeeded in scaring themselves. Not just the fufida-
mentalist Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal, but more respectable
Pakistani defence analysts and newspapers are expressing
the view that after Iraq, Pakistan could be next. The specu-
lation has been provoked by Washington slapping sanctions
on the notorious AQ Khan Research Laboratories (KRL),
which peddles nuclear technology to interested foreigners. |
They were followed by a phone call to General Musharraf |
from secretary of state Colin Powell, reportedly on the issue *
of nuclear proliferation. The sanctions came after US
officials had alleged for many months that KRL supplied
Pyongyang with nuclear weapons technology in exchange for
No Dong medium range missiles. As things stand the
sanctions look like a wee little slap on the wrist, they run
only for two years, and are applicable only to KRL, which
implies they could be easily evaded by setting up bogus
companies to funnel equipment to KRL. That seems
unusually mild but America in its present mood will do no
more even after Powell’s public warning.

Why then the conviction that Pakistan could be next?
Islamabad likes to whine about Washington’s “ingratitude”
in return for their grudging and ambiguous help in the terror
war — Islamabad yields up Al Qaeda men from time to time
but continues to protect others — despite the four billion
dollars in aid it has managed to wangle from Washington. It
is conceivable that the cries of ultra-nationalistic rhetoric
and injured innocence following the sanctions are meant to
exert pressure on Washington, currently distracted by Iraq. If
so, they have worked, because Washington now says
sanctions against KRL are not related to its nuclear activi-
ties, which is a climbdown. Face saving done, could Wash-
ington get down to the serious business of discouraging
Islamabad from taking advantage of its preoccupation
elsewhere and opening once again the jehadi floodgates in
Kashmir? Fingers are pointed at the US state department’s
human n;lghts report just released which mentions a
“concerted campaign of execution-style killings of civilians”
and other atrocities by Islamabad-backed extremists, which
nails the lie of a “liberation struggle” being waged in the
state. Musharraf’s sham referendum has also been called
into question. But do two swallows make a summer? The
moot point is that, if the reason for invading Iraq is the
conjunction of weapons-of mass destruction with Islamic
fundamentalism, both factors exist to a much greater degree
in Pakistan. Washington religiously avoids drawing the
obvious conclusion, although it is increasingly apparent to
Pakistanis themselves, -

On the other hand, America called for talks with Pakistan
in the same breath as condemning the massacre on the
innocents in Kashmir. It will take much more to give up the
temptation to parade Pakistan as the only friend in the
Muslim world who will jump to attention whenever asked.
Delhi needs to be seen as firmer and more resolute on the
principles that are at stake in Iraq and which have been so
brutally violated by the Americans and the British.

' 4 4rp 2mg T STATESHAM
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“The President ac]

Iraq Pak. favoumU”.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 31. Pakistan has
apparently told the United
States that it would prefer any
military action against Iraq to be
approved by the United Nations.
This message was conveyed by
the visiting Foreign Minister,
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri, to
the President, George W. Bush,
at the White House on Thursday.

Mr. Bush dropped by the
meeting between Mr. Kasuri and
the National Security Advisor,
Condoleezza Rice. Among other
things, Mr. Bush is said to have
praised Pakistan’s sapport for
the U.S. anti-terror " aign.
edged

the contribution of Pakistan to
the war against terrorism”, Mr.
Kasuri remarked.

Pakistan is among the 11 na-
tions in the Security Council,
which are calling for more time
for weapons inspections in Irag;
and have also been making the
point that the Iraqi crisis would
have to be handled under the ae-
gis of the United Nations.

Protests in Pak.
By Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 31. The Muttahi-
da Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), alli-
ance of six religious parties,
organised protests - throughout
the country on Friday, against

nod

0- Lo
the possible attack on Iraq by the
United States.

The MMA usually chooses Fri-
day to run its campaigns as reli-
gious  congregations come
handy. The response of people
to the protest call was immedi-
ately not clear. However, it is
certain that the Alliance would
turn the heat on the Pervez
Musharraf-Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali Government on the Iraq
issue in the coming days and
weeks.

The alliance, which emerged
as the third political force in the
October last general election,
obviously sees the Iraq crisis as
an opportunity to rally peo?

support in its favour.

T

<HE HINDD

HL 0D



/ Musharraf’s call
»37 vépurs debate

By K.K. Katyal \D\

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. Washington’s relations with Islamabad are a
major subject of discussion in Pakistan not only because of the
embarrassment caused to it by the woman-beating charge of its
Permanent Representative, Munir Akram, but also because of the
controversy over the 'hot pursuit” of Al-Qaeda members in Pakis-
tan by American forces and the inclusion of Pakistan in the list of
countries whose nationals are required to be registered with the
Government during their stay in the U.S.

In this context the debate received a fillip by the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf plea last week that the two countries need-
ed to have for a “‘broad-based strategic vision”. The reactions of the
press, a credible index of the public opinion, are varied. Some call
for a review of the ties with Washington, others want the Govern-
ment to address the immediate relationship instead of focussing on
the long-term vision, some others want a tough line to be adopted
on Kashmir and on relations with India, instead of dependence on
the U.S. on these issues. The advocates of the hard line on India
would like Gen. Musharraf to become a whole-time Chief of Army
Staff and entrust the burdens of presidency to someone else.

This last aspect is pointedly dealt with by Nation and Naw-i-
Wagt. According to the Nation, “To all intents and purposes, Presi-
dent Musharraf’s policies vis-a-vis the U.S. and India have not been
successful. To the people’s utter outrage, the Government has failed
to check the FBI's needlessly intrusive activities in the country. As
far as New Delhi is concerned the language of peace and reconcil-
iation constantly emanating from Islamabad has not had any im-
pact. We should be prepared for a conflict that India seems
determined to inflict upon us. A credible defence of our frontiers
demands undivided attention to the armed forces’ upkeep, it bears
repeating here that the President should keep one hat. In this time
of crisis, he is more needed as COAS.”

Naw-i-Wagqt sees Gen. Musharraf’s pro-U.S. stance, apart from
other factors, as causing divisions and disunity in the country (in-
stead of forging unity). “It is not possible for the Army alone to wage
a war, when it is deprived of a full-time Chief. Let Gen. Musharraf
and his nominated Jamali Government prepare the nation for war,
sacrificing their (personal) interests for the sake of the country’s
solidarity. Donning his uniform, General sahib needs to take over
the stewardship of the Army and entrust presidency to an experi-
enced and wholesome politician. The General is known for his
action-orientation and is in a position to gauge the gravity of the
situation and take decisions, which are in keeping with national
interest, over and above his personal interests. Also, we need to
have a second look at our relations with the U.S. though an effective
action plan.”

Daily Khabrain draws attention to the contradiction in the U.S.
actions — on the one hand, American agencies like the FBI have a
free run in Pakistan, arresting whaosoever they like, and, on the
other, life has been made difficult in the U.S. for peaceful Pakista-
nis. What is the justification for this double standard? It asks and
adds that the requirements of the time demand revision of Amer-
ican policies.

Daily Jang advises the Government to “‘concentrate on efforts to
get results from present-day ties with the U.S. instead of worrying
about broad-based strategic vision”

Dawn refers to Pakistan’s endurmg assets like its geographical
location but bemoans that ‘‘the pull of this asset has been weak-
ened by the country’s chaotic domestic situation and the misman-
agement of its economy. A politically stable and economically
vibrant Pakistan would be an ardently sought partner by all those
nations, interested in peace, progress and regional economic coop-
eration....The U.S. is going to stay in the region. Pakistan would do
well to set its house in order and develop itself economically and
socially.”

According to daily Ausaf, it is in the interest of both the U.S. and
the BJP that the Kashmir issue remains unresolved. In its view, the
U.S. would lose its clout in the region in case the Kashmir issue is
settled on a just basis.

The Pakistani leaders need to ensure that they do ot commit the
mistake of total reliance on the U.S. and, instead, work for the
support of the Muslim nations, the paper says.

s
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THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN Washington and
Islamabad that U.S. troops would not enter Pa-
kistan’s territory without its permission would
appear to have defused a potentially explosive
dispute. This agreement was struck at a meeting
held at the Pakistan-Afghanistan border be-
“tween senior military officials of the two sides
and followed on a categorical pronouncement
from Islamabad that it had not granted the right
of “hot pursuit” to the U.S. At the same time,
Islamabad has reiterated its commitment to
cooperate with the U.S. military forces in Af-
ghanistan as they hunt the remnants of the Tali-
ban and the Al-Qaeda and officials of the two
sides are understood to have reassessed and
fine-tuned the arrangements for effective coor-
dination. Such a clarification of the approach
both sides needed to take in respect of the pol-
icing of the Afghanistan-Pakistan border had
become necessary after an incident in late De-
cember when a Pakistani border guard opened
fire on a U.S. military patrol and the latter retal-
iated with the bombing of a religious school
(the precise location of which has yet to be
pin-pointed). This incident occurred at a time
when protests against the U.S. military pres-
ence in the region had again flared up inside
Pakistan and amid some signs that Washington
was not entirely satisfied with the assistance it
was receiving from Islamabad in the fight
against global terror. The possibility of an
- armed clash between U.S. and Pakistani troops
should have been minimised if the senior offi-
cials have indeed addressed all the irritants.
There are, however, a few attendant circum-
stances which suggest that the situation is not
as uncomplicated as it has been made out to be.
Washington has yet to disown an assertion
made by one of its military spokesmen in Kabul
a few days ago that Pakistan had indeed given
permission to U.S. troops to cross over from
Afghanistan but had desired that such incur-
sions be conducted without fanfare and without
officially claiming a right to do so. Islamabad

- 'n REDUCING FRICTION WVM\\/

has also not denied, and has thereby appeared
to confirm, reports that officials of the U.S. Cen-
tral Intelligence ‘Agency and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation have been operating with a fair
measure of freedom within Pakistan as’ they
hunt down those suspected of involvemerit in
terrorist activities. Taken in their totality the cir-
cumstances suggest that the working arrange-
ment established between Islamabad and
Washington is one which allows for a great deal
of operational flexibility but one which still al-
lows Pakistan to maintain its sovereign dignity.
Such an arrangement is advantageous to both
sides since it allows Pakistan to make use of the
superior investigative and intelligence-gather-
ing tools available to the U.S. as they jointly
track down the terrorist network-while still al-
lowing Islamabad to deny that its independence
has been eroded. Deniability on this score is
important to both Washington and Islamabad
since there has been an upsurge of resentment
against the U.S. military presence in the region
among the people of Pakistan, especially those
living in the vicinity of its border with Afghan-
istan.

While an immediate cause for conflict might
have been averted, deeper sources of friction
still remain. The mounting evidence that Wash-
ington is preparing for a military attack on Iraq
— almost as a continuation of the war against
the Taliban — has strengthened suspicions in
Muslim majority countries that the U.S. has em-
barked on a war against Islam. New procedures
being enforced by U.S. federal agencies, which
require that men above the age of 16 and hailing
from specified countries — mostly those with a
Muslim majority, including Pakistan — must
have their fingerprints and photographs regis-
tered so that they can be tracked down at any
time have contributed to the ire against the U S.
As the military and police operations against
global terror proceed apace, there are as yet no
signs that the social and political dimensions of
the problem are being addressed.




—U.S. to stop

I ) /\ By B. Muralidhar Reddy ‘

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 6. The dispute between Pakistan
and the United States, triggered by the firing by
American troops inside Pakistani territory last
week, has ended with the latter agreeing that its
forces cannot enter Pakistani territory without
permission. The agreement was arrived at a
meeting between representatives of the Pakistan
and U.S. forces patrolling the border as part of

i the hunt for Al-Qaeda and Taliban operatives

fleeing Afghanistan.

The Pakistan Defence Minister, Rao Sikandar
Igbal, said here that the Government had dis-
patched defence officials to the border with Af-
ghanistan and told the U.S. military not to enter
its territory without permission. At the same
time, Pakistani and U.S. troops would continue to
cooperate in the hunt for Al-Qaeda and Taliban
operatives. Till date Pakistan is believed to have
handed over 423 suspected Al-Qaeda and Taliban
men to the American forces.

“The U.S. troops have been clearly told that
next time there will be no violation from their
sides, and that they will not cross our border from
Afghanistan,” Mr. Igbal said.

‘hot pursuit’

Two days ago, the Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri, had characterised
the clash between Pakistan and U.S. forces as a
“misunderstanding” and asserted that, Pakistan
forces alone would operate against terrorists in-
side the country. .

The war of words in the last few days is a se-
quence to an incident on December 29 when a
Pakistani border guard shot and wounded an
American soldier in the Paktika province, just a
few hundred metres from Pakistan’s border. The
shooting prompted U.S. forces to call in an air-
strike on a building where the guard was believed
hiding.

The U.S. military said the building it hit was
inside Afghanistan. Islamabad, however, main-
tained that one bomb landed on its side. An in-
quiry has been ordered. “The incident is still
being investigated as to what fell where,” the For-
eign Ministry spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan, said
at the regular press briefing.

Mr. Khan reiterated that as for operations with-
in Pakistan “there is no ambiguity left. Pakistani
forces alone are conducting all activities in Pakis-
tani territory. This is the only incident of its kind.
To make this fuss about it is really uncalled for.”
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- /Pik.-Ué. tensions over ‘hot
pursuit’ to the fore

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 4. The
simmering tension between
the United States and Pakistan
over operations in pursuit of
the Al-Qaeda and Taliban
operatives came to the fore
today with Pakistan
categorically rejecting the
American thesis that it
reserved the right to ‘hot
pursuit’ inside the Pakistani
territory in search of those
fleeing Afghanistan.

A firm and terse statement
by the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Khurshid Mehmood
Kasuri, that operations against
suspected Al-Qaeda and
Taliban operatives would be
solely and exclusively
conducted by Pakistani forces
was triggered by the bombing
of a religious school inside
Pakistan territory by the U.S.
forces on Saturday.

The U.S. forces had claimed
that they resorted to bombing
following firing from the
Pakistani side. While the U.S.
maintained that the bomb fell
inside the Afghan territory,
Pakistan has contradicted the
claim.

The whole dispute appears
to be related to the sanctity of
the Durrant Line, the disputed
borderline separating Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

The incident and the
exchange of hot words in the
last few days clearly mark an
end to the bonhomie, at least
at the official line, between
the U.S. and Pakistan in the
war against terrorism.

It could not have been
taken up at a more
inopportune time for the
Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, and the Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali.

The prevailing anti-
American sentiments in the
country were evident in the
mass rallies organised by the
Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal

(MMA), alliance of six religious
parties, against the possible
U.S. attack on Iraq. There
were vociferous demands in
the rallies for ejecting the
American forces from Pakistan
soil and slogans against Gen.
Musharraf for allegedly
compromising with the
sovereignty of the country by
letting the Americans conduct
search and seizure operations
in Pakistan at will. Extension
of new immigration
regulations to Pakistanis has
only added fuel to the fire.

The Jamali Government is
clearly miffed by the statement
by an American military
spokesman in Afghanistan that
the American forces can
pursue suspects into Pakistani
territory.

The statement was made
following American bombing
of Angoor Adda, a Pakistani
area, near the Pak.-Afghan
border in South Waziristan
tribal area on December 29.

In a telephone conversation
with the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, Gen.
Musharraf complained about
the bombing as well as the
statement.

The Pakistan Government
quoted both of them as saying
that there was some
“misunderstanding” about the
incident.

The Foreign Minister said
Pakistani and U.S. authorities
were in close contact with
regard to the Angoor Adda
incident and Gen. Powell had
telephoned Gen. Musharraf on
Friday.

“Both agreed that the
incident may have occurred
due to some misunderstanding
at the operational level on the
ground.”

He said the two leaders
reiterated the need to further
strengthen coordination to
ensure that such incidents did
not recur.

Mr. Kasuri said he also took
up the matter with the U.S.

Ambassador in Pakis‘t7an o
December 31.

“From the very first day, it
has been absolutely clear and
fully understood that
operations within Pakistani
territory would be conducted
solely and exclusively by our
own forces and in response to
decisions taken by Pakistan.”

The Minister made it a
point to mention that
Pakistani forces were fully
capable of securing and
protecting the country’s
borders.Pakistan’s role in and
contribution to the fight
against terrorism were
significant and highly
appreciated.

“Our troops are highly
disciplined, organised and
efficient and has been
demonstrated time and again
that they are capable of
undertaking all actions that
are expected of them.”

In a separate statement, the
Interior Minister, Faisal Saleh
Hayat, denied the U.S. claim
that it was allowed to enter
Pakistan from Afghanistan in
hot pursuit.

He said the American force:
could not enter Pakistan to
take action against persons
involved in attacks against
allied forces in Afghanistan.

The agreement between the
U.S. and Pakistan did not
mention any such thing.

In another statement, the
Director-General of Inter-
Services Public Relations,
Rashid Qureshi, asserted that
there was no ambiguity in the
understanding between the
coalition forces operating in
Afghanistan and the Pakistan
Government that all
operations on Pakistani
territory would only be
conducted by Pakistani forces.

He said that if the coalition
forces observe anything
unusual along the border, they
provide information to the
Pakistani forces which conduct
actions on Pakistani soil. .
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 Two killed a8
. Pak, US.
forces clash

| WASHI !ron, J’Af% 1./Two Pakista-
nis were killed and an American
injured in the first ever border
i clash between U.S. and Pakista-
ni forces near the Afghan village
of Sikhin in which an American
F-16 dropped a bomb hitting a
Muslim religious school on the
Pakistani side, the U.S. military
has confirmed.

The gurl battle between the
U.S. and Pakistani forces began
on Sunday when a Pakistani
border guard fired on the Amer-
icans during a disagreement on
a mission being conducted with
the Pakistani forces.

“A Pakistani Border Scout
opened fire with a G3 rifle after
the U.S. patrol asked him to re-
turn to the Pakistani side of the
border,” a U.S. military state-
ment said yesterday.

The Americans ended the
skirmish by dropping a 500-
pound bomb from an F-16
which hit a religious school
where the scouts took refuge,
killing two of them, Washington
Times reported, quoting the
statement.

“That individual and several
others retreated to a nearby
structure. Close air support was
requested and one 500-1b bomb
was dropped on the target ar-
ea,” the statement said, adding
one American soldier was in-
" jured and two members of the

Pakistani Border Scout were
killed. Media reports quoted
witnesses and local officials as
saying that the bomb hit a semi-
nary in Burmol village in South
Waziristan tribal area of Pakis-
tan.

The U.S. statement did not
give details of the joint U.S.-Pa-
kistani mission or say whether it
was taking place inside Afghan-

gan or Pakistan. — PTI
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HE PAKIS}I'AN oreign Minis-

ter, Khurshid Kasuri’s mis-

sion to the United States has

failed to prevail upon the
Bush administration to exempt Pakis-
tani nationals from being subjected
to compulsory registration and fin-
gerprinting under a new INS (Immi-
gration and Naturalisation Service)
directive. For the first time since Sep-
tember 11, 2001, when Pakistan re-
claimed its status as the U.S’
‘frontline ally’, it has been bracketed
with countries alleged to be harbour-
ing terrorists. The U.S. Ambassador to
Pakistan, Nancy Powell, had fired the
first warning shot. Her statement that
Pakistan must not allow itself to be
used as a “platform for terrorism”
evoked strong protests from the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office and demands
for her expulsion by the Muttahida
Majlis-e-Amal (MMA). The ensuing
debate has, however, failed to ad-
dress the root cause of these growing
fissures owing to the divergent U.S.
and Pakistani strategic goals in the
region.

The key objective of the U.S.-led
Operation Enduring Freedom was to
capture the Al-Qaeda and Taliban
leadership and dismantle the terror
network in South Asia. Pakistan, on
the other hand, is averse to disman-
tling the domestic jehadi network be-
cause that has been its chosen
instrument for securing its critical
foreign policy goal of liberating Kash-
mir. This alliance is coming under
strain precisely due to these conflict-
ing interests.

After the devastating September 11
terrorist strikes, Washington decide
to target the Al-Qaeda and its host,
the Taliban regime in Afghanistan,
which necessitated Pakistan’s coop-
eration for political and operational
reasons. It realised that the war on
terrorism, at least in the initial phase
of regime change in Kabul, was not
possible without active Pakistani
cooperation. Faced with a U.S. ulti-
matum of “you are with us or against
us,” the Pervez Musharraf regime too
had little choice but forsake the Tali-
ban. The resulting U.S.-Pakistan alli-
ance was tactical, born out of the
given exigencies of the situation and
not due to any fundamental shifts in
the strategic imperatives governing
the relationship. In the short term,

By Navnita Chadha-Behera

The U.S.-Pakistan alliance (in the war on terror)
was tactical, born out of the given exigencies of
the situation and not due to any fundamental

shifts in the strategic imperatives
governing the relationship.

both countries have gained limited
dividends. Pakistan’s support was
crucial in routing the Taliban regime.
It allowed the U.S. forces to use its
three airbases, station troops and
shared intelligence on the Al-Qaeda.
It also permitted joint military oper-
ations on Pakistani soil and handed
over hundreds of Arabs to the U.S.
filling the cabins in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. Pakistan was rewarded with
lifting of sanctions, economic aid, le-
gitimating Gen. Musharraf's military
regime and a promise of facilitating a
bilateral dialogue with India on Kash-
mir. The last element held the key.
Gen. Musharraf’s political calcula-
tion in helping the American military
campaign in Afghanistan rested on
protecting Pakistan’s stakes in Kash-
mir. He tried hard to draw a fine dis-
tinction between terrorism on the
country’s western borders in Afghan-
istan and jehad or the “freedom
struggle” on the eastern front in
Kashmir. Washington obliged in part.
After banning the two terrorist
groups, Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-
Mohammed, accused of attacking In-
dia’s Parliament, the task of pursuing
the Pakistan-based jehadi groups be-
came a secondary consideration — a
task entrusted to their bilateral coun-
ter-terrorism working groups. When
India upped the military ante and
massed troops on the border follow-
ing the Parliament attack, the Bush
administration intervened to avert a
possible war between the two neigh-
bours. While Gen. Musharraf was
forced to concede that Pakistan
would not allow jehad in the name of
Kashmir, Washington also leaned up-
on the Indian leadership to observe
restraint. The U.S. Ambassador to In-
dia, Robert Blackwill, argued that ter-
rorism against India would be
addressed in the second phase of the
war on terrorism. The Bush adminis-
tration vouched for Gen. Musharraf’'s
regime; that it was committed to
crack down on terrorists at home but

1

needed more time to do so.

However, with both countries reac-
hing an impasse in securing their re-
spective fundamental goals, the
initial bonhomie has given way to
growing scepticism. For the U.S,, the
leaders of the Al-Qaeda and the Tali-
ban have proved elusive. Reports of
the Al-Qaeda regrouping and attack-
ing American troops before melting
away in the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) in Pakistan have
been mounting. The constant refrain
heard from U.S. military command-
ers has been that Pakistan could do
more to combat Islamic militants in
the border areas but has chosen not
to.

There is an increasing lack of trust
in the Pakistani leadership, armed
forces and intelligence services about
their capacity to deliver in the war
against terror. Since August last year,
they have been talking of “hot pursuit
of Al-Qaeda remnants and Taliban
into Pakistani territory”, a statement
first made by Dan Macneil, U.S. mil-
itary commander in Afghanistan.
Culminating in the first clash be-
tween Pakistani and U.S. military
forces across the Durand Line, it trig-
gered a heated debate on the issue of
hot pursuit.

The wild goose chase for Osama
bin Laden and the remnants of the
Al-Qaeda has drawn a blank partly
because the Bush administration has
not understood the logic and charac-
ter of the terror network in the region
and partly due to Gen. Musharraf’s
reluctance to launch a concerted
drive against the Pakistan-based je-
hadi groups. The U.S. approach over-
looks the ground reality that the
Al-Qaeda thrives on a vast, deeply en-
trenched and integrated network of
more than 50 radical groups which
share deep bonds of Islamic ideology,
common political targets — U.S,, In-
dia and Israel — training facilities and
resources. These groups, unlike
states, are operating from a radically

4 rep 203

. relationship at odds

different worldview. Some have their
own agenda and are unlikely to em-
ulate the Musharraf regime and
abandon the Al-Qaeda and the Tali-
ban. Washington must understand
that the Al-Qaeda cannot be van-
quished without simultaneously tar-
geting its support structures — the
other jehadi groups — in the region.

The Musharraf regime is reluctant
to take on the jehadi networks be-
‘cause of their indispensability to Pa-
kistan’s Kashmir strategy, which has
grown for two reasons. First, the
Kashmiris in the Valley no longer rev-
ere Pakistan as their saviour and are
less willing to do its bidding. The
Kashmiris’ perception of their protec-
tor buckling under international
pressure during the Kargil crisis and
in jilting the Taliban has confirmed
their worst fears that Pakistan does
not have the wherewithal or the polit-
ical will to go to war against India to
liberate them. Kashmiris have be-
come pawns in Pakistan’s strategy of
bleeding India. Second, Pakistan had
armed and trained Kashmiri militants
but never trusted them as reliable
partners. Islamabad is increasingly
nervous that they will strike a deal
with New Delhi. This is evident from
the growing rift among the Hurriyat
leadership, the killing of the moder-
ate Kashmiri leader, Abdul Ghani
Lone and the dismissal of senior (Val-
ley-based) commanders of the Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen. The jehadi groups
are, therefore, Gen. Musharraf’s only
leverage against India. The Pakistani
establishment resents the growing
U.S. pressure and the public de-
mands for ending infiltration into
Jammu and Kashmir. Islamabad also
feels the U.S. is backing off from its
commitment to actively engage in
brokering a Kashmir settlement
through a dialogue between India
and Pakistan.

The impending war in Iraq and Pa-
kistan's presence in the U.N. Security
Council will ensure continuity in the
U.S.-Pakistan alliance in the near fu-
ture. But unless Washington and Isla-
mabad mount a concerted effort to
address the underlying fissures, Gen.
Musharraf’s prophecy that Pakistan
could be the next U.S target after [raq,
may well come true.

(The writer is a Reader in Interna-
tional Politics, Delhi University.)



Powell embarrasses Pak again

By Chidanand Rajghatta \ ‘
Times NEws NETWORK

Washlngton The United
States con-
tinues to em-
barrass its
front-line
ally Pakistan
with revela-
tions about
terrorist ac-
tivity in that
ountry.
Following up its persist-
ent charge that Islamabad
has still not stopped infil-
tration into Kashmir and
has proliferated nuclear
technology to North Korea,
Washington dropped a
bombshell on Wednesday
when Secretary of State
Colin Powell disclosed that
Iraq had used its embassy
in Pakistan to maintain
contact with the Al Qaida.
Presenting the US case
against Iraq at the United
Nations on Wednesday,
Powell revealed that from
the late 1990s until 2001, the
Iraqi embassy in Pakistan
played the role of liaison to
the Al Qaida organisation.
Pakistani officials initial-

Colin Powell

ly tried to spi hlﬁway
out of the situatipn by sug-
gesting its intelligence had
worked in tandem with the
US in exposing the Iraqi op-
eration.

But military leader Gen.
Musharraf blew the cover
in Moscow and invited em-
barrassment by vehement-
ly denying that the Iraqi
embassy in Pakistan was a
contact point between the
Saddam Hussein regime
and the Al Qaida.

“I haven’t heard entirely
what he (Powell) said. I
have to analyze it. But if he
said it, it is certainly not the
truth.

“We don’t have any infor-
mation of (Pakistani) intel-
ligence on this. If he (Pow-
ell) has, we must analyze
it,” wire services quoted the
general as saying.

Evidently, Washington
dropped the ball on its ally
without informing it, and
also kept Islamabad out of
the loop in gathering intel-
ligence on Iraqi activities in
Pakistan.

Despite Pakistan’s claim
that it does not enjoy good
relations with Iraq, officials
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here have embarrassed Is-
lamabad before by reveal-
ing the overtures Pakistani
nuclear scientists made to
the Saddam  Hussein
regime,

In building the US case
against Iraq, Mr Powell also
addressed the widely held
belief that Iraq and Al Qai-
da are antithetical, and that
Saddam Hussein’s secular
tyranny and Al Qaida’s reli-
gious tyranny do not mix.

“I am not comforted by
this thought. Ambition and
hatred are enough to bring
Iraq and Al Qaida together,
enough so Al Qaida could
learn how to build more so-
phisticated bombs and
learn how to forge docu-
ments, and enough so that
Al Qaida could turn to Iraq
for help in acquiring ex-
pertise on weapons of mass
destruction,” Mr Powell
said.

India also figured in the
case the US is making

FHE TIMES OF INDD

Evidently, Washington
dropped the ball on its
ally without informing
it, and also kept
Islamabad out of the
loop in gathering
intelligence on Iraqi
activities in Pakistan

against Baghdad, with Pow-
ell informing the UN that
the Iraqi officials negotiat-
ed with firms in Romania,
India, Russia and Slovenia
for the purchase of a mag-
net production plant in an
attempt to reconstitute its
nuclear program.

But in India’s case, Wash-
ington depended on the le-
gal proceedings and prose-
cution New Delhi initiated
against the errant Indian
company to buttress its
case against Iraq.



Pak minister advances US visit

o dous imini

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times NEws NETWORK \v~

Washington: Thousands of Pak-
istani men in the US are holding
back from registering themselves
under a controversial identification
scheme that requires them to be fin-
gerprinted and photographed, hop-
ing that the government in Islam-
abad will cash in on its frontline ally
status to bail them out.

Reports from community and im-
migration activists across the US
suggest that very few Pakistanis are
reporting for the fingerprinting and
photographing process that began
on Monday and is scheduled to end
on February 21.

The issue has prompted Pakistan
foreign minister Khurshid Kasuri to
advance his visit to the US by ten
days. He will now begin his trip on
January 18. Mr Kasuri told reporters
in Islamabad that the issue will be on
top of his agenda when he meets US
officials. He has promised to seek
special treatment for Pakistanis in
the US. According to estimates, there
are between 20,000 to 50,000 Pakista-
nis who are guilty of visa rules vio-
lation and who can be deported if
the rules are strictly implemented.

Thus far there has not been any in-
dication of the US, especially the im-
migration and homeland security au-
thorities, inclination to show any spe-

ments about Pakistan’s frontline sta-
tus in the war on terrorism is met
with the counter that in almost every
major terrorist act of the past decade,
including the killing of CIA person-
nel, the World Trade Center blasts
and the embassy bombings in Africa,
among other incidents, the perpetra-
tors have emerged from Pakistan
and returned there to take shelter.

In effect, innocent Pakistanis, in-
cluding many brilliant students and
skilled professional workers who
come here under the J1 and H1-B
visa programmes like their Indian
counterparts, are paying for the in-
creasingly jehadi atmosphere engen-
dered by the military-controlled and
dominated Pakistani governments.

Under the new immigration regu-
lations, men above 16 from 20 Islam-
ic countries, who are not permanent
US residents, green card holders or
diplomats are required to register
under the rules that many activists
say unfairly targets young Muslim
men. Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are
the last two, and the most prominent
countries, that have been called to
comply with the new rules.

While the Saudi men are only in
the few hundreds, Pakistanis are a
thriving community, with tens of
thousands working on a range of
both blue-collar and white-collar jobs.

Passport and visa violations, mostly -

gration inferno

gN&ﬂ consideration to Pakistan. Argu-

from overstaying, are said to be ram-
pant among the blue-collar types.

Mr Kasuri is expected to argue
that deporting Pakistani aliens, even
if they are in visa violation, will ag-
gravate the anti-US mood that the
military dispensation often uses as a
bargaining chip. In seeking that they
be granted amnesty, Pakistani offi-
cials are also expected to make the
economic arguments that remit-
tances to the country will be affected.

Mr Kasuri said, “Pakistan under-
stands the concerns of the US for its
security, but wants to be removed
from the list of countries whose citi-
zens have to undergo the INS regis-
tration. Not a single Pakistani was
involved in the 9/11 incident and

Pakistan has been a frontline state |,

fighting along with the US against
international terrorism. We want a
soft attitude towards us.”

Mr Kasuri also has other trouble-
some issues to deal with on his visit.
Among them is the scandal involv-
ing diplomat Munir Akram, Pak-
istan’s permanent representative to
the UN, who is in a jam after alleged-
ly bashing up his Croatian girl-
friend. At the insistence of the New
York law enforcement authorities,
the state department has asked Pak-
istan to withdraw his diplomatic im-
munity to enable his prosecution.

Pakistan is yet to respond to the
demand.
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/Allies agree on chase of militants without angry remarks

US, Pakin secret h

G

Islamabad, Jan. 6 (PTID):
.Amidst reports that they have
agreed to continue the hot pur-
suit of al Qaida and Taliban mil-
itants without making their
chase public, American and Pak-
istani military officials held a
meeting at a village on the Pak-
istan-Afghan border to defuse
current tensions.

Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf and US secretary of
state Colin Powell have agreed
that troops on the ground would
react according to the situation
but neither side would issue a
statement without consulting
the other, diplomatic sources in
Washington told the Dawn.

“This means that if a situa-
tion requires hot pursuit, it will
be done but there will be no
angry remarks from either side,
as we saw after the December 29
incident,” a Washington-based
diplomat said.

In Pakistan, the clash caused
angry protests in several cities
against US forces while Ameri-

can military officials insisted -

that they reserved the “right to
cross the border”

The assertions by US mili-
tary officials that they had a

Suspects Muhammed Abid Afridi (right) of Pakistan and US

citizen Ilyas Ali leave a Hong Kong court after agreeing to be

extradited to the US. They are wanted for plotting to supply
missiles to the al Qaida. (AP/PTI)

right to hot pursuit the fleeing
Taliban and al Qaida forces drew
angry reactions from Pakistan
foreign minister Khurshid
Muhammad Kasuri who in a
statement rejected the American
officials’ claims on hot pursuit.

However, according ta the
newspaper, the US forces could
go in hot pursuit without mak-
ing their chase public._

Military officials of Pak-
istan, US and allied forces in
Afghanistan met yesterday at

Pnt deal

Angoor Adda a Pakistani bor-
der village in southern Wajiris-
tan agency to defuse tensions on
the border and to boost efforts to
counter efforts of Taliban and al-
Qaida operatives. The meeting,

-which lasted throughout the day,

was held amid tight security, The
News reported from Wajiristan’s
headquarter town of wana.

The Pakistani delegation was
represented by general office
commanding Kohat Mohammad
tahir and commandant of the
Waziristan Scouts Force Mo-
hammad Saeed Khan while a US

general stationed in
Afghanistan headed the 8-mem-
ber team of allied forces.

The meeting followed ten-
sions between the two sides after
a Pakistani scout allegedly fired
on a US soldier and wounded
him on December 29. Subse-
quently a US plane bombed a

 madrasa located close to the bor-

der.

The meeting took stock of the
situation on the border after the
border clash. During the meet-
ing all shops were closed and
people coming for shopping were
not allowed to enter the local
bazaar.
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Mthe ﬁrst evler clash. betwéen US and Pakidtani troopsshows :
- 1 that General Mushasaf is. backing himself into a corner.
Pakistan is ruled, as the : popular wisdom goes, by g

Asmy, Allah and Améfica. The Anny needs.to
' Allah ot the fundamenitalists who claim to re;

‘the proxy war against India re uu-es a supp}y IRgoc
" terrorists to be sent into Kashmir. The.guide

‘lengths to which Musharraf want to create.

fundamentalist MMA coalition during the November electnons }
- t‘hey were given full freedom to cam dp , which the secular
er requirements for -

parties weren't; the: cellcge degree an,
election candidates which hobbled secular parties were waivéd
in the case of the MMA, as a madrasa education was consider-
ed an adequate substitute. Musharraf is now reaping the whirl-
wind, as army . .and fundamentalists are precluding the close

- alignment with America that he would wish for, Al Qaeda and
banist forces- are. allowed to use sanctuaries in Pakistan’s

. trlbal northern region. to regroup and attack American forces

in Afghanistan, and there is disagreement between Washmgton :
and Islamabad about whether the US ‘has the right of hot -

pursuit into Pakistani territory, Snnmermg tensions have boiled

‘over into a skirmish in which a Pakistani scout shot at and injur- -

ed an American soldier, and a US F-16 bombed an abandoned
madrasa in which the dssailants had taken shelter.
- - The incident is being used by the fundamentalists to'rally
_ their supperters for protcsts calling for the withdrawal of
American forces from the region, while the US military must be
frustrated ‘at being effectively neutered by secretary of state
Colin Powell’s master-stroke of going along with Musharraf.
The madrasa bombing and the announcement that followed,
that it had the “express consent of the Pakistani government”
to pursue attackers, were intended to drive home that message
’ t it can’t be business as usual for long, If there is a war in
o Iraq, which is very J,nkely, the fundamentalists will step up their
 protests, but Pakistan is now.in the. UN Security Council, and

Musharraf will find hjmself in the unenviable position of havmg

to go-along with a US invasion of Iraq: That woylgd.
terminate the rapprochement between Musharraf -
fundamentalists, Despite their best efforts, the fundi
“have not been able to get more than a couple

_people to gather at. a rally, which shows that they. -have'less e

Mpport among common people than within army gchétans.
usharraf’s best option now is to stand a

fundamentalists and'mend fences with secular and den Qgrabic -

forces in the country. Short of that, his shg]f-hfe‘ ,
less than that of other- Palustam dlctators B«
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~ Anti-US rallies
rock Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 3. — Thousands marched t rough cit-
ies across Pakistan today to protest a potential US-led war
against Iraq.

The demonstrations were called by hardline Islamic lead-
ers who won unprecedented support in recent nationwide
elections. : )

Security was high and extra troops were deployed near
the US embassy in the capital and at other sensitive sites.
There were no reports of violence.

About 7,000 people demonstrated outside the Madni
Masjid mosque in Peshawar, chanting “Down with Ameri-
ca” and “Long Live Saddam Hussein”. .

In Islamabad, about 400 people rallied in front of the
Red Mosque. Several dozen police officers stood nearby
wielding riot shields and sticks; traffic was diverted and two
fire trucks were parked at the edge of the crowd, but there was
no violence. “The USA has started a war against Muslims,”
cleric Samiul Hagq told the protesters from a small platform

outside the mosque. “This is a war between the friends of ;

Allah and the friends of Satan”.

Protests got under way in the afternoon; after traditional
Friday prayers in which hardline clerics rallied their sup-
porters at mosques. The religious leaders who called for the
demonstrations also urged shop-owners to down their shut-
ters in sympathy, but many were open. In Lahore, some
shop-owners said they were staying shut for fear of viyhace.
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