UK minist

for al-Qaida tag on suspect

Richard Norton-Taylor
Matthew Taylor and "/ N
Owen Bowcott LA\
London, November 29 W

THE UK Attorney-General will
investigate whether Home Sec-

retary David Blunkett’s outspo-

ken comments about the arrest
of an alleged al-Qaida terrorist
are a breach of the laws of con-
tempt of court.

Lord Goldsmith’s office prom-
ised the politically embarrassing
inquiry into possible contempt
of court — by one Cabinet min-
ister of another — after the At-
torney-General by coincidence
delivered a critique of reporting
practices that undermine the
laws of contempt of court.

“Some lawyers are con-
cerned...,” Lord Goldsmith, QC,
told a conference of journalists
in London, “that these days we
may see reporting about the
background of the suspect at
the time of the arrest that in
previous years was usually only
seen after a conviction”:

Blunkett had said: “This in-
dividual posed a very real
threat to the life and liberty of
our country.. This person has
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"Q)urkey suspect

TURKISH POLICE have
arrested a man they say or-
dered and helped plan a
suicide bomb attack on an
Istanbul synagogue earlier
this month. The suspect
was arrested with a false
identification while trying
to pass across Turkey's
border to Iran, Istanbul
depdty police chief Halil
Yilmaz said. The bombing
of the Beth Israel syna-
gogue was one of four
truck bomb attacks on
British and Jewish targets
in Istanbul in November.
Reuters, Istanbul

connections with the network
of al-Qaida groups.”

It appears that the serious-
neéss with which the security
and intelligence services are
treating the case, and their con-
fidence about the evidence, ex-
plained the Home Secretary’s
robust response.

h‘he }Attorney General’s of-

' ﬁce conceded he would investi-

gate whether the Home Secre-
tary’s comments technically
constitute a breach of the laws
of contempt of court.

On Friday, Blunkett attempted
to distance himself from his
comments, insisting he had not
said the suspect was from al-Qai-
da. “He said he was from the al-
Qaida network rather than from
al-Qaida,” a Home Office
spokesman said. “He’s trying to
strike the balance between reas-
suring the public that steps are-
being taken and recognising that
due process must take place.”

Some lawyers believed the re-
marks constituted a clear
breach. Keith Mathieson, a me-
dia lawyer at Reynolds Porter
Chamerberlain, said: “It was an
extraordinary thing for the
Home Secretary to say. It’s hard
to think of anything more prej-
udicial to say about anybody
now than that they are linked to
al-Qaida.”

In Gloucester, the suggestion
that Sajid Badat was a potenti
suicide bomber was met with
disbelief and anger.

The Guardian
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~ 3py charges leave
¢ British govt in
piquant pogltlon

Press Trust of India W&

LONDON, Nov. 9. — The British govern-
ment is facing a piquant situation over a
bungled spying operation by its Internal
Intelligence Service MI5 against the
Pakistan High Commission.

An MP has demanded to know why the
espionage was apparently carried out
without the sanction from Home
Secretary Mr David Blunkett.

The operation has raised concerns
among MPs that the MI5 may be running a
team of “rogue” agents to carry out illegal
bugging. According to the Sunday Times,
under the cover of restoration work at the
Pakistan High Commission here, MI5
agents stole secret codes used by diplomats
for sending messages to Islamabad. They
also worked out how to bug an internal
telephone system and closed-circuit TV
camera in the office of then High
Commissioner Mr Abdul-Kader Jaffer.

Mr Normal Baker, a Liberal Democrat
MP who takes a close interest in security
matters, said the operation had echoes of
rogue MI5 missions in the 1960s. “Peter
Wright described in his book Spy-catcher
how MI5 bugged and burgled its way
across London,” he said. “It seems noth-
ing has changed.”
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UK police in

Vijay Dutt
London, November 2

THE METROPOLITAN Po-
licesBritain’s largest police
force has been caught up in
a new row following allega-
tions that it allowed a racist
culture to develop unchec-
ked, with Asian and Black
officers facing insults, dis-
crimination and intimida-
tion by white colleagues.

The report details al-
most 20 cases of Asian and
Black officers and civilians
across the Force who have
felt that hey have been dis-
criminate against. In one
case an Asian officer was
called “Paki” and in anoth-
er a Black receptionist was
arrested on suspicion of
stealing a purse. But later
charges were dropped.

The damning confiden-
tial internal report also
says the police has not
done enough to eradicate
racism, has a poor image
with black and Asian peo-
ple both inside and outside
the force, and often ap-
proaches grievances from
ethnic minority staff with
“apathy and misdirection”.

It says that a greater pro-
portion of black and Asian
officers leave the force dur-
ing their training or proba-
tionary period than equiva-
lent white officers. Police
confirmed that claim ad-
mitting that this number is

U b
more than double,

The report quotes an of-
ficer at the force’s training
centre in Hendon, north
London, saying to an Asian
trainee: “If one of my
daughters came home with
a black man I'd probably
kick him out of the house.”

The report, ‘What is Hap-
pening to Our Ethnic Mi-
norities?’, will reignite the
debate about racism in the
police sparked by the BBC
documentary, The Secret Po-
liceman, which was largely
filmed at Bruche training
centre in Warrington. Last
month the programme
showed a police officer don-
ning a Ku Klux Klan-style
hood and showing how he
would “kill a Paki”.

The report by the Metro-
politan Police Black Police
Association, which has
been handed to commis-
sioner, Sir John Stevens,
says problems exist, partic-
ularly at Hendon. Hendon
is the country’s leading
training centre. '

The Metropalitan Police
has confirmed it had laun-
ched an inquiry into the
report which has also been
passed to the Home Office
which has overall respon-
sibility for the force. The
inquiry will be headed by
the assistant commission-
er of the force, Tarique
Ghaffur, Britain’s most
senior Asian officer.

r
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ééeach in protocol

Blair jeered at Highland games t,.\

or the first time in the 900-year-old history of the H

land games there was a political protest; a 12-year-old
girl presented a posy of flowers to Queen Elizabeth, then
looked at the Prime Minister standing next to her and called
him a “nasty man”; the 18,000-strong crowd booed at Tony
Blair and his wife Cheric as they arrived. The writing is
clearly on the wall. Blair protests that he is determined to
stay; if he had a choice he would not be giving voice to his
determination. The British public is revolted. Popularity
polls show a significant drop, particularly since the Hutton
Inquiry started, and a recent poll shows that only about 40
per cent of the British public trust him or want him in Dow-
ning Street. But the open show of distrust and displeasure
must have been a worse shock. The “sexed-up” Iraq dossier
has been Blair’s undoing. For a man who turned around a
dormant Labour Party and went on to win another term,
boos and jeers can be a severe jolt. Blair was so unnerved as
to breach royal protocol in a hurry to leave the games.

Britain’s unqualified support of America’s war on Iraq
was the biggest blunder Blair could have made. He ignored
public opinion — an unprecedented half a million people
gathered at Trafalgar Square to oppose the attack on Iraq
before it was launched. He used spin-doctors to “sex-up”
the case of terrorism against Saddam Hussein which did not
exist. In the process he forgot the nature of the British
electorate as well as the strength of British institutions. If
the Labour Party is to retain its electoral support it may be
necessary to replace Blair. Britain has 11,000 troops dep-
loyed in Iraq and has pledged another 1. 200 in response to
President Bush’s call for help. As body bags going home to
the USA increase, Bush is getting more and more jittery. He
wants other countries to help pay for the damage so wan-
tonly caused but will not loosen control over the future of
Iraq. Not yet but it will come! g
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London, Aug. 31 (Reuters):
Britain's opposition Conserva-
tives launched a bitter attack on
Prime Minister Tony Blair today,
insisting that the departure of
his media chief would not end
his government’s culture of spin
and deceit.

Blair's communications di-
rector Alastair Campbell an-
nounced his resignation on Fri-
day after six years of master-
minding the government’s pres-
entation.

Blair’s office said his succes-
sor David Hill, would head a
“new structure” in government
communications, suggesting the
slick political spinning and
media management favoured by
Campbell was on the way out.

But Conservative leader lain
Duncan Smith said an obsession
with presentation and manipu-
lation was ingrained in Blair’s
government and would continue
to dominate it unless and until
Blair himself stepped down.

~ “The machinery of spin and
deceit power’s Blair's govern-
ment,” Duncan Smith wrote in
the Independent on Sunday
newspaper. “Tony Blair, the
leader, has become the ‘mis-
leader’.” Duncan Smith, whose
Conservatives are still strug-
gling in the polls despite grow-
ing public mistrust in Blair fu-
elled by an ongoing inquiry into
whether he exaggerated the
threat from Iraq to justify war,

Tony Blair

~Tories want
f‘% Blair to go
Campbell way

sought to paint Campbell’s de-
parture as a reason for Blair to
follow.

“It’s not the resignation of
the servant that matters but the
departure of his master,” he
wrote. “The real Downing Street
director of communications
must go — Tony Blair himself.”

Blair is very unlikely to do so,
but instead is widely expected to
use Campbell’s resignation as an
opportunity to relaunch his gov-
ernment’s image.

The Independent reported
that a new “ministry of truth”
would be set up by Blair to han-
dle the media in a different way,
with Hill — a straight-talking
public relations expert and for-
mer Labour Party press officer
— seeking to rid the government
of its spinning reputation.

But Hill was already facing
trouble, with some Sunday news-
papers zeroing in on his finan-
cial affairs and pointing to a po-
tential conflict of interests
emerging from his ownership of
thousands of share options in a
political lobbying firm.

A spokesperson for Blair's
Downing Street office said Hill
would comply with the “rigor-
ous rules governing the employ-
ment of special advisers, includ-
ing those in relation to any po-
tential conflict of interests”.

Inasign that Blair may find it
hard to leave the spin culture be-
hind, newspapers said his new
media strategy is being devised
by Peter Mandelson, another
master of presentation who is
widely seen as the architect of
Blair’s political success.

Political commentators used
the pages of Sunday newspapers
to warn Blair he would find it
lonely without Campbell, a col-
league, friend and right-hand
man who helped him rebuild and
rebrand his party into the New
Labour which won power in
1997.

“Tony Blair... will feel most
acutely the loss of the alter ego
who has been closest to him
through every disaster and tri-
umph of his premiership,”
wrote analyst Andrew Rawnsley
in the Observer newspaper.

Political commentator
Matthew D’Ancona, writing in
the Sunday Times, also pointed
to Blair’s isolation at the top.
“Can Blair manage without
Campbell?,” he asked. “Of
course he can. But he will have to
manage alone.”
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/= Aide straw for Blair

London, Aug.\30 (Reuters):
British newspapers today hailed
the departure of top government
media handler Alastair Camp-
bell as offering Prime Minister
Tony Blair a chance to shake off
a reputation for putting style be-
fore substance.

They said Blair, in the midst
of political turmoil over his poli-
¢y on Iraq, should seize the mo-
ment and re-launch his govern-

. ment as he battles to regain the
public’s trust. The left-leaning
Guardian newspaper said Camp-
bell’s resignation “creates the
chance of a fresh start, not just
for the government, but for our
whole political culture.”

The Financial Times urged
Blair to re-launch his Premier-
ship at the autumn Labour Party

conference “focusing more on
the substance of policy than on
the spin for which Campbell was
often blamed.”

Campbell resigned yesterday,
a day after Blair had been forced
to appear before a judicial in-
quiry. — into the death of an
arms expert — to answer ques-
tions about a BBC report of
claims that officials in the prime
ministér’s office had hyped intel-
ligence on the threat posed by
Iraq.

The BBC report triggered a
dispute between Campbell and
the broadcaster which many
commentators had predicted
would lead to his resignation.

“When the communications
chief becomes the story, it is
time to move on,” the Financial

Times said. Newspapers hailed
Campbell’s role as one of the ar-
chitects of the election landslide
that swept the Labour party to
power in 1997 after 18 years in
the wilderness.

But they said that as an un-
elected appointee he had been
given too much power and by his
heavy-handed media manipula-
tion he had corroded public
trust in the Labour
government.

“This is a man who has so
corrupted our political culture
that nobody now believes a word
this government says,” said the
right-wing Daily Mail.

A survey this week showed
that public trust in Blair has fall-
en dramatically, to just 27 per
cent now from 74 per cent in 1998.
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~Campbell resigns

\/ By Hasan Suroor Q /\'\

v

LONDON, AUG 29. In a%ramatic
move, the British Prime Minis-
ter, Tony Blair’s controversially
powerful chief of communica-
tions, Alastair Campbell, an-
nounced his resignation on
Friday afternoon in what was
seen as an attempt to pre-empt
any damaging headlines in the
event of a negative verdict from
the Hutton inquiry into the
weapons expert David Kelly’s
death.

Though it was known for
sometime that Mr. Campbell
intended to quit, he was ex-
pected to stay on until the Kelly
affair was out of the way. For it
was believed that if he left now,
he would be seen to be leaving
with a cloud hanging over his
head for his role in the events
that led to Kelly’s death.

The suddenness of the an-
nouncement took the media by
surprise and led the TV news
bulletins throughout the eve-
ning. Even now, no date for his
departure has been set and it is
not known who would succeed
him though the name of a for-
mer Labour Party ‘spinner’ is
being mentioned.

In a statement, Mr. Camp-
bell said it had been a ‘privi-
lege’ to work for Mr. Blair, and

the Prime Minister in turn de-
scribed him as an ‘immensely’
able and fearless official. Mr.
Blair said Mr. Campbell would
remain a friend.

Mr. Campbell, who joined
Mr. Blair’s New Labour team in
1994, saw him through two
hugely successful elections and
was widely believed to be the
real power behind the throne.
His influence extended far be-
yond Downing Street and the
power he came to wield in re-
cent years was resented by MPs
and senior civil servants who
saw him as an extra-constitu-
tional figure. His abrasive style
alienated many in the media,
and of late he had begun to be
portrayed as a liability to Mr.
Blair.
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~ Blair denies mﬂatmg mtelllgence

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, AUG 28. The British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, said today that the allegation
that his Government inflated intelligence
to justify an attack on Irag was so serious
that if it were true it would have* %merlted
his resignation.

-Giving evidence before the Hutton inqui-
ry into the death of the weapons scientist,

David Kelly, a tense Mr. Blair claimed that .

he was unaware of any unhappiness in the
intelligence community over the contents
of the Iraq intelligence dossier, published
by his Government last September. He in-
sisted that the document had the full back-
ing of intelligence chiefs and rejected the
view that, while presenting it to MPs, he
gave undue prominence to the claim that
Iraq could deploy its weapons of mass de-
struction within 45 minutes.

The allegation that his Government
“sexed up” the dossier and included the
45-minute claim despite unease about its
authenticity among intelligence officials
was broadcast by the BBC on May 29 in a
controversial report based on a briefing by
Kelly touching off a political storm that was
to claim the scientist’s life.

Mr. Blair said the BBC claim was ‘ex-
traordinary’ and an “extremely serious
one”. He also rejected the charge that his
communications chief, Alastair Campbell,
embellished the dossier against the wishes
of the intelligence community. He said Mr.
Campbell only helped with the dossier’s
presentation but it was the chairman of the
Joint Intelligence Committee, John Scarlett,
who had been always in control of the pro-
ject. About the controversial 45-minute
claim, which later turned to be based on
flimsy intelligence, he said he was satisfied
with it.

Mr. Blair is only the second British Prime
Minister ever to appear before a judicial
inquiry, the other being John Major who
gave evidence to an arms deal probe nearly
a decade ago. Mr. Blair's appearance was
billed as the most difficult moment of his
Prime Ministership, and the pressure on
him was seen to have increased greatly af-
ter the Defence Secretary, Geoff Hoon's
deposition on Wednesday passing the buck
for the Kelly affair to Downing Street.

Anti-war protesters, wearing Blair look-
alike masks and red noses, shouted slogans
and waved placards as he stepped out of his
car, looked around with a frown and was
escorted into the courtroom.

But, contrary to expectations, there were
no fireworks, and Mr. Blair firmly stuck to

An anti-war protester at the Royal Courts of Justice in London on Thursday
where the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, testified in Kelly's death. — AFP

the line that his Government had done
nothing wrong — either in the way it pre-
sented intelligence, or handled the issues
surrounding Kelly either before or after he
was identified as the BBC’s source.

29 AUS 203

During his more than two-hour deposi
tion, Mr. Blair remained unmoved by the
crisis facing his Government over the Kelly
affair even as a TV poll showed further ero-
sion of his credibility among voters. P
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premonition
tof death

London, Aug 21 (Reuters): Iraq
weapons expert David Kelly
eerily predicted his death six
months ago, telling a British
diplomat that if Baghdad was
attacked he would be found
“dead in the woods”, the in-
quiry into his death revealed
today.

The ‘premonition was re-
counted at the investigation
into the suicide of Kelly, sucked
into the heart of a row over
whether Prime Minister Tony
Blair’s inner circle hyped evi-
dence about Iraq’s weapons ca-

' pability to win support for the
war.

Blair is due to testify to the
hearing next week and the in-
quiry is expected to finishing
taking evidence late next
month, judge Lord Hutton an-
nounced today.

Kelly, a former Iraq
weapons inspector whose body
was found in woodlands near
his home last month, told diplo-
mat David Broucher in Febru-
ary he advised Iraqi officials
thatif they cooperated with the
inspectors - “they would have
nothing to fear”.

“The implication was if the
invasion went ahead, that
would make him a liar and he
would have betrayed his con-
tacts, some of whom might be
killed as a result of his ac-
tions,” Broucher told the in-
quiry probing the death of the
weapons expert.

Broucher said he asked
Kelly what would happen if
Iraq were attacked. “His reply
was, which I took to be a throw-
away remark: ‘I will be found
dead in the woods’.”

“I thought he might have
meant that he was at risk of
being attacked by the Iragis in
some way,” Broucher said..

But he added that Kelly, de-
scribed by one of his former
bosses as a man “welded to the
truth”, believed that the inva-
sion “might go ahead anyway
and that somehow this put him
in a morally ambiguous posi-
tion”. Less than a month after
his conversation with the diplo-
mat, US and British forces in-
vaded Iraq to topple Saddam
Hussein, saying Saddam had
failed a last chance to prove he
had scrapped his weapons of
mass destruction programmes.

Broucher said Kelly, who
was the source for a BBC re-
porter’s accusations that
Blair’s government “sexed up”
a dossier making the case for
war, believed British intelli-
gence services had come under
pressure to produce compelling
evidence.
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flair’s na

TR\
By Hasan Suroor \;\)L

LONDON, AUG. 17. For the first
time, the British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair's name has cropped
up in connection with the con-
troversy over the sort of pres-
sures to which the weapons
expert, David Kelly, was sub-
jected after being identified as
the source of BBC’s contentious
report in which his Government
was accused of exaggerating the
threat from Iraq.

The Hutton inquiry into the
circumstances surrounding Kel-
ly’s death has been told that Mr.
Blair wanted him to be ques-
tioned a second time on BBC’s
version of his briefing to its cor-
respondent Andrew Gilligan.
This was after Kelly had already
been closely questioned at a
disciplinary hearing, and read
out the “riot act”. He was called
for a more rigorous questioning

FINDD

figures in Kelly affair
L) '\[{ \ &
after Mr. Blair’s intervention and siohs \ relating to Kelly’s
a few days later Kelly was publicly treatment. This included the
named by the Ministry of De- Defence  Secretary,  Geoff |
fence as the BBC'’s source, trig- Hoon'’s decision to expose Kelly
gering a chain of events which to an examination by the For-
ended with Kelly's apparent sui- eign Affairs Select Committee
cide on July 17. overruling the advice of MoD’s
Mr. Blair’s intervention came Permanent Secretary, KXevin
to light during the Deputy Chief Tebbit, that the scientist was
of Defence Intelligence, Martin not used to “being thrust into
Howard's testimony to the Hut- the public, and is not on trial”.
ton inquiry. He said he had seen In a letter, setting out Mr. |
correspondence “which recorded Hoon's views, his private secre- |,
the Prime Minister’s views that tary said: “I understand that No
before we decided what are the 10 would be content with this |
next steps that should be taken, it approach (making Kelly appear
would be sensible to get into a bit before the committee). I am
more detail into the differences copying this letter to Jonathan
between what Dr. Kelly had said Powell (Prime Minister’s chief
and what Andrew Gilligan had of staff) and Alastair Campbell
claimed.” (PM’s communications chief)..”
It also emerged from the docu- Two days after his riervous
ments submitted to the inquiry appearance before the commit-
that the Prime Minister’s senior tee, Kelly disappeared from: his
aides were aware of — if not di- home and was found dead the
rectly involved in-the key deci- next day.
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‘BBC pushed
“scribe to*"
back report

Agencies

LONDON, Aug. 13. — A
senior BBC journalist today
described how she was
pressurised by her managers to
back up a report by radio
journalist Andrew Gilligan that
the government had “sexed up™
the Iraq dossier.

Susan Watts, science editor
of BBC Two's Newsnight, also
told the inquiry into the death
of David Kelly that BBC
managers had wanted her to
identify the  government

weapons expert as the source of

her reports on the dossier.

But Watts, who ran two
stories on Newsnight based on
her conversations with Kelly,
said that she believed that there
were “significant differences”
between her reports and those
of Gilligan.

She told the inquiry, headed
by Lord Hutton, that she had
felt under such pressure from
Mr Richard Sambrook, the
BBC director of news, that she
had been forced to take
independent legal advice. “I
felt under some considerable
pressure to reveal my source. |
also felt the purpose of that was
to help corroborate the
Gilligan allegations and not for
any proper news purpose.”

She added: “I was most
concerned that there was an
attempt to mould them so that

THE STATESHAD

they were corroborative which ]
felt was misguided and false.”

During the inquiry today, the
inquiry also heard that Kelly
was uneasy with the wording o
the British government’s inte
lligence dossier on Irag, bu
didn’t “think they (governmen:
officials) were being willfully
dishonest”.

“Sometimes you’ve to put
things into words that the
public will understand,” the for-
mer UN weapons inspector
said in a tape recorded conver-
sation with a BBC reporter.

Kelly said Mr Ton Blair's
aides had seized on intelligence
that Mr Saddam Hussein could
launch chemical and biological
weapons at 45 minutes’ notice
and felt it had “got out of all
proportion.” “They (the gov-
ernment) were desperate for
information,” Kelly said in the
interview. “That was one that
popped up and it was seized on.
and it was unfortunate that it
was,” Kelly told Watts.

Kelly acknowledged that the
government would change the
wording of intelligence material
for public consumption.” “I
don’t think they’re being willfully
dishonest, I think they just think
that that’s the way the public will
appreciate it best,” he said.

In a related development,
London’s press began lining up
Gilligan for blame as the
Hutton inqiry entered the third
day today.
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British def

R

ence secretary to

take blame for Kelly episode

London, August 10 L

BRITAIN’S DEFENCE Secretary Geoff
Hoon is being lined up as the govern-
ment’s “fall guy” over the suicide of
David Kelly, the weapons expert at the
centre of an uproar over the way
Britain was led into the Iraq war, a
British newspaper reported on Sunday.

As a judicial inquiry into Kelly’s
death prepares to begin hearing testi-
monies on Monday, the Sunday Express
said Hoon would resign once presiding
judge Lord Brian Hutton delivers his
concluding report into the affair. The
Ministry of Defence was responsible for
“outing” Kelly as the source of a BBCre-
port that alleged the government beefed
up a dossier on Iraq ahead of the US-led
war in March.

“Hoon will be the fall guy for the
whole government,” the Sunday Express
quoted a government source as saying.
“He is going to be hung out to dry in the
hope that his resignation will get
(British Prime Minister) Tony Blair off
the hook.”

The source added: “Nobody believes
that Hoon was the one behind the leak-
ing of Kelly’s name, that would never
have been done without Downing
Street’s clearance, but Hoon is expend-
able while the Prime Minister isn’t.”

The defence ministry’s most senior
civil servant is said to have told the BBC
that his department had deliberately
“outed” Kelly.

According to a report in the Sunday
Telegraph, the ministry’s permanent
secretary Sir Kevin Tebbit, also alleged-
ly branded Kelly an “eccentric” shortly
before he died. Both revelations may be
used by the BBC in evidence-to the in-
quiry, the paper said.

Meanwhile, the leader of Britain’s

THE HINDUSTAN TR

-
~

REUTERS

Floral tributes on the grave of David Kelly
in Oxfordshire on Sunday.

Conservative Party on Sunday demand-
ed that the Prime Minister must apolo-
gise for attempts by his officials to
smear the name of Kelly.

The Kelly ingquiry may last two
months, casting a shadow over the par-
ty conferences. The first witnesses con-
sist mainly of journalists and civil ser-
vants. Hoon and Tony Blair — both
abroad on holiday — are likely to be
called later. Civil servants have been
told they will escape disciplinary action
over what they tell the inquiry into the
death of Kelly, in a bid to encourage
“full and frank” evidence.

Agencies

London police given
shoot-to-Kill order

Vijay Dutt & PTI
London, August 10

POLICE HAVE been ordered to
“shoot to kill” suicide bombers fol-
lowing intelligence warnings that
an al-Qaida terrorist attack may be
imminent in Britain.

Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner Sir John Stevens placed his
force on its highest alert last week,
according to media reports. He also
took the unprecedented step of or-
dering all frontline officers to be
trained in how to spot potential sui-
cide bombers and how to respond.
FBI has warned that London, along
with several other foreign cities,
was facing an increasing threat of
suicide bomb attack.

Sir John has now ordered that
hundreds of armed officers in Lon-
don must shoot to kill if they be-
lieve that someone is trying to deto-
nate explosives carried on their
body or in a vehicle. One officer
said that they have been ordered to
shoot the potential bomber first and
ask questions later.

Gangsters can buy UK visa

Gangsters are being allowed to live
and work in the UK for a £200,000
fee. The new Home Office rules,
which came into effect on August 1,
could lead to organised criminal op-
erations relocating in the UK, the
Sunday Express reported.
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‘Blair spokesman
sorry for Kell

London, August 5 UM\G X{(\ a mlstake »

BRITISH PRIME Minister Tony
Blair’s official spokesman, Tom
Kelly, apologised on Tuesday for
comparing scientist David Kelly
with fictional fantasist Walter
Mitty, just hours before the ex-
pert’s funeral.

The admission, which comes a
day after Blair’s office denied
anyone had made the remark,
drove Blair’s government deeper
into turmoil and further under-
mined its credibility at a time of
plummeting public trust.

Tom Kelly said the comment
had been magde in a “private con-
versation” with a reporter. “I
now recognise that even that lim-
ited form of communication was

T HINDUSTAN Than

elly said in a
statement. “I!therefore unre-
servedly apologise to Dr Kelly’s
widow and family for having in-
truded on their grief.” Mitty, a
fictional character created by US
author James Thurber, is a fanta-
sist with delusions of grandeur.

Tories in the lead

Trust in Blair has collapsed and
Labour party’s rating has fallen
to its lowest ever in 16 years as a
second national opinion poll on
Tuesday indicated that the To-
ries are ahead of the Labour. A
Mori poll for The Financial
Times gave the Conservatives a
three-point lead for the first time.

Agencies

AuG 203
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KELLY’S DEATH / HUTTON PROMISES IN-DEPTH PROBE

Blair, aldes and BBC to testify

By Hasan Suroor RO

LONDON, AUG. 1. The judicial in-
quiry into the-death of the Brit-
ish weapons expert, David
Kelly, opened here today with
its chairman, Lord Hutton, in-
dicating that it would not be re-
stricted to the circumstances
immediately surrounding the
scientist’s death on July 18, but
look into the wider background
starting with the BBC’s allega-
tion that the Government exag-
gerated the threat from Iraq in
its September 2002 intelligence
dossier.

Setting down its parametres,
Lord Hutton said it would be a
“detailed and careful examin-
ation of relevant facts” and an-
nounced that the witnesses
would include the British Prime
Minister, Tony Blair, his Com-
munications ~ Chief, Alastair
Campbell, the Defence Secreta-
ry, Geoff Hoon, the three BBC
correspondents who broadcast
reports based on interviews
with Kelly, and the BBC Chair-

man, Gavyn Dayi es He said
Kelly’s widow had also offered
to testify and at some point he
might call one or more of Kelly’s
daughters.

In a terse statement, read out
in a packed courtroom, Lord
Hutton provided little comfort
either to the Government or the
BBC who have been engaged in
a bitter row over almost every-
thing — from Kelly’s official sta-
tus to what he said to the BBC
correspondents, particularly its
defence reporter, Andrew Gilli-
gan, whose report alleging that
Downing Street “sexed up” the
September dossier, triggered a
chain of events culminating in
Kelly’s suicide.

Lord Hutton, a senior law
lord with a reputation for un-
compromising independence,
made clear that he alone would
decide how the inquiry was to
be conducted. This was seen as
a veiled rebuff to the Govern-
ment’s desire to restrict the in-
quiry to Kelly’s death. He said
he would hold his sittings in

publlc and the press would be
allowed to report “every word”
and the contents of “every doc-
ument”’. The transcripts of the
proceedings would also be
made available on its website.
Both the Government and the
BBC would be under close scru-
tiny judging from Lord Hutton’s
opening remarks. He intends to
insist on knowing exactly how
Kelly's name came to be put in
public domain in view of his
family’s criticism at the way he
was publicly identified after ap-
parently being assured that his
identity would be protected.
He will also insist on Kelly’s
status being clarified because of
the conflicting claims by the
Government and the BBC as to
how credible he was as an in-
telligence source. The BBC
would be asked to explain its
conduct in refusing to identify
its source until after Kelly’s
death, and Mr. Gilligan is likely
to be subjected to some tough
questioning over his controver-
sial report. //l
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“OUR INTEGRITY. IS UNDER ATTACK'

BBC levels
ag charge
at Blair

LONDON, July 27. — The chairman of the BBC’s board of gov-
ernors today accused the government of trying to pressure the
broadcaster to change the tone of its coverage of the fallout of
the Iraq war. -

The BBC and Mr Tony Blair’ s government have locked
horns in a spat over a story in which the broadcaster had quot-
ed an unidentified official as having said that the government
had exaggerated intelligence on Saddam Hussein’s weapons.

The government had denied the accusation, but the debate
intensified with the suicide of scientist. David Kelly, who was
attached to the defence ministry and whom the BBC identified
after his death as the main source of the story by Andrew
Gilligan. Gavyn Davies, chairman of the BBC’s board of gov-
ernors, wrote in The Sunday Telegraph that officials had threat-
ened anonymously in press reports to cut the broadcaster’s
funding, remove its director general and rewrite its charter.

“Our integrity is under attack and we’re chastised for taking
a different view on editorial matters from that of the govern-
ment -and its supporters,” Davies wrote. “Because we've had
the temerity to do this, it’s hinted that a system that has pro-
tected the BBC for 80 years should be swept away and replaced
by an external regulator that will ‘bring the BBC to heel’.”

Culture secretary Ms Tessa Jowell said on Friday that she
would “consider” any recommendations from an inquiry into
Kelly’s death when she would review the BBC’s funding and
charter later this year. Today, she insisted that the dispute
between the government and the BBC wouldn’t affect her
decisions. “We’ve'made it plain that we’ll uphold completely
the BBC’s independence,” she said. “We reject the BBC
chairman’s attempt to confuse our desire to correct the ong-
inal story by Mr Gilligan.”

Davies wrote that during the war, the BBC “was under

constant attack” from politicians for coverage they perceived
as anti-war. But, he said, the network had “upheld its attach-
ment to 1mpart1ahty and the truth under almost intolerable
pressures”.-
‘Blair to run for another term’ Mr Tony Blair will run for anoth-
er term in office, a Cabinet colleague said today. Lord Falconer,
constitutional affairs secretary, scotched speculations that Mr
Blair would hand over the leadership of the Labour Party to trea-
sury chief Mr Gordon Brown and step down as Prime Minister.
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"Blair denies authoriaigg
Kelly’s identification ¢

Shanghai: British Prime
Minister Tony Blair said on
Tuesday that he did not au-
thorise the identification of a
weapons inspector as the
news source for a British
Broadcasting Corp. report
questioning the honesty of a
government dossier on Iragi
weapons.

The inspector, David Kelly,
killed himself last week fol-
lowing his interview by a
parliamentary committee
and after being identified by
the British ministry of de-
fence as a possible source.
The BBC subsequently con-
firmed that Mr Kelly had
been its source for the re-
port.

“I did not authorise the

leaking of the name of David
Kelly,” Mr Blair told re-
porters on a flight from
Shanghai to Hong Kong. The
ministry of defence declined
to comment on who autho-
rised Mr Kelly’s identifica-
tion, saying it preferred to
wait for the judicial inquiry
into his suicide. “We are not
speculating about that at
all,” the ministry said,
adding that it would “cooper-
ate fully” with the inquiry.
Journalists have said the
ministry offered to confirm
or deny to journalists
whether they had guessed
the correct name, and Mr

THE TIMES OF INDU

Kelly’s name quickly became
public. The BBC had infuri-
ated the government with a
report in May which quoted
an unidentified source as
questioning the claim in the
September dossier that Iraq
was poised to deploy some
chemical and Dbiological
weapons within 456 minutes.

The BBC reporter, An-
drew Gilligan, subsequently
said his source had accused
Mr Blair’s communications
director, Alastair Campbell,
of insisting on including the
claim despite the skepticism
of some intelligence offi-
cials. ap
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UK, China hail
“frank’ talks’

BEUJING, July 21. — China and
Britain today hailed the “frank”
and “open” discussions between
the two countries and resolved to
work together to produce a “stable,
prosperous and peaceful” world.

On his first trip to China in five
years, British Prime Minister Mr
Tony Blair today held talks with
his Chinese counterpart Mr Wen
Jiabao at the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing.

Mr Blair said: “The discussions
we have just had privately now are
an indication of how open and
frank we are able to be with each
other across a range of issues and
also how much agreement there is
on how we produce a world that is
stable and prosperous, peaceful,
where we are diminishing the pos-
sibility of conflict.”

Mr Blair also said he thought
highly of the China’s way of
resolving latest problems in Hong
Kong.

Mr Wen said he was fully confi-
dent that the trade volume
between the two countries could
reach $15 billion in three to five
years, from $11.4 billion last year.
Mr Wen also welcomed British
companies to invest in central and
western Chma

R R I PRV
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The Chinese Premier aiso -put
forward four proposals to guide
bilateral ties, namely, to maintain
high-level mutual visit of govern-
ment officials, to expand trade and
economic cooperation, to enhance
cultural and educational exchan-
ge, and to resolve each other’s dis-
crepancies and difference through
consultations and talks.

Mr Blair expressed his belief
that the strengthened relationship
between Britain and China would,
beyond any doubt, continue to
develop in economic and political
fields. Britain is China’s largest
investor in Europe.

MTr Blair also spoke highly of the
policy of “One Country, Two
Systems”. The British Prime
Minister said he is glad to see the
policy of ‘One Country, Two
Systems’ is proved effective in
Hong Kong in the past six years.
He told Mr Wen that he hoped
Hong Kong could maintain stabil-
ity, believing the latest “problems
could be properly solved”. To this
end, Mr Blair promised that the
British government was willing to
do its part.

Earlier, Mr Wen held an impres-
sive welcome ceremony for Mr
Blair, who arrived here late last
night on the last leg of his three-
nation tour of Japan, South Korea
and China. /
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LONDON, JuLY 21. The Blair ad-
ministration and the BBC have
promised full cooperation with
the judicial inquiry into the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
death of the British weapons in-
spector, David Kelly, who com-
mitted suicide last week after
being caught up in an ugly row
between the Government and
the corporation over Iraqi
intelligence.

The British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, would personally
appear before the inquiry, to be
conducted by Lord Hutton, one
of the most senior law lords.
The BBC, which is under attack
for its conduct in the days be-
fore Kelly's death, has said that
will make a “full and frank sub-
mission’’ about its dealings with
Kelly who was the main source
for its controversial report alleg-
ing that the Government hyped
up intelligence in the run-up to
the Irag war.

Lord Hutton said today that
the inquiry would be conducted
‘urgently’ and “mostly in pub-
lic". Amid calls that its scope
should be widened to include
the way the Government used
intelligence to exaggerate the
threat from Saddam Hussein,
Lord Hutton made it clear that
“it will be for me to decide as I
think right within my terms of
reference the matters which will
be the subject of my investiga-
tion”. The main issues before
the inquiry are the way the Min-
istry of Defence and the BBC
conducted themselves in rela-
tion to Kelly, a senior adviser to

- Blair, BBC brass
face Kelly igqgiry

n)he MoD ¢n ' biological and

chemical weapons, who is
widely seen as a victim of a per-
sonal battle between the gov-
ernment and the broadcaster. It
is expected to look at what ex-
actly Kelly told the BBC’s de-
fence correspondent, Andrew
Gilligan, the author of the con-
tentious report, and how his re-
marks were reported.

The BBC, which belatedly ad-
mitted on Sunday that Kelly had
been its main source, insists
that it “accurately interpreted
and reported the factual infor-
mation obtained by us during
interviews with Kelly”. But its
claim is being regarded with
scepticism in the light of Kelly’s
own statement that he did not
recognise the remarks attribut-
ed to him, and there have been
other inconsistencies in the
BBC’s stance in recent weeks,
which have put a question mark
on its credibility.

Meanwhile, the MoD has
come in for criticism from Kel-
ly’'s family. His daughter, Ellen
Wilson, was quoted as saying
that the Ministry demonstrated
a “total lack of support’ for her
father who believed he had
been “badly treated” in the way
he was thrust into media glare.
It emerged that Kelly had been
greatly upset when the Ministry
publicly identified him by name
as the BBC source. “I was told
the whole thing would be confi-
dential,” he told a journalist at
that time.Kelly’'s wife said he
was very ‘stressed’ by what hap-
pened. “This was really not the
kind of world he wa}ted to live
in,” she said.
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BBC confirms Kelly
A2, as source-|”

LONDON, July 20. — David Kelly,
the 59-year-old defence ministry sci-
entist whose suicide intensified a de-

bate over wheth - w2 government
had inflated its claims about Irag’s
weapons, was the BBC’s main source
for a story, the network confirmed.

“We can confirm that Kelly was
the principal source” for a radio
piece in which reporter Andrew Gil-
ligan quoted an anonymous official
as saying the government had exag-
gerated claims of Iraqi weapons, the
BBC said in a statement.

Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair,
who arrived in Beijing tonight, said
he was “pleased that the BBC has
made this announcement”. He also
ruled out recalling Parliament fol-
lowing Kelly’s death, as demanded
by Opposition leader Mr Iain Dun-
can Smith. Earlier, Mr Blair had
emphatically dismissed demands
for his resignation as he braved the
worst crisis of his political career.

Kelly, a renowned weapons expert,
had told a Parliamentary committee
that he spoke privately to Gilligan
but did not recognise his claims in
the reporter’s piece. “I believe I am
not the main source,” he had told the
committee on Tuesday. “I don’t see
how he (Gilligan) could make the
authoritative statement.” He said the
same to his ministry bosses.

The BBC and the government had
been engaged for weeks in a heated
public debate on Gilligan’s story.

YWl STATESHAP

SEOUL/ LON- {
DON, July 20.
i Mr Tony Bla-

: Seoul

: would depose
before the inquiry | into Kelly’s sui-
cide. “Of course there are tlnngs 1
will tatk about to the inquiry, a5
will others.” 'I’he BBC re ]

bes into the government’s
on Iraq’s arsenal. — Ager

Another report on

The reporter quoted his source. as
saying the government had “sexed
up” its evidence on Iraqi weapons to
justify war and insisted on publishing
a claim that Saddam Hussein could
deploy some chemical and biological
weapons within 45 minutes despite
Intelligence experts’ doubts.

In a related development, former
minister and one of Mr Blair’s clos-
est allies, Mr Peter Mandelson, al-
leged today that Kelly’s death was a
fallout of BBC’s “obsession” with
exposing Mr Campbell. J
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Body blow to

London, July 19 (Reuters):
Tony Blair’s government was
reeling over the death of a mild-
mannered scientist caught in a
vitriolic row over allegations
that London exaggerated the
case for war in Iraq.

Police today said former UN
weapons inspector David Kelly
had bled to death from a cut
wrist and gave details that left

| little doubt that it was suicide.
| “The post-mortem has revealed

that the cause of death was
haemorrhaging from a wound to
his left wrist,” a spokesman said.

A knife and a box of the pain-
killer Coproxamol had been fou-
nd close to where a body matchi-
ng Kelly’s description was found
yesterday in a wooded spot near
his rural Oxfordshire home in
central England, the police said.

Onatourof Asia, Prime Min-
ister Blair appealed for “respect
and restraint” as accusations
flew over the cause of the
tragedy. “I hope we can set aside
the speculation and the claims
and the counter-claims,” he said
in Tokyo, asked if Kelly’s death
was on his conscience.

“Have you got blood on your

hands, Mr Primnister? Are
you going to resign over this?”
shouted a reporter. Blair re-
sponded with stony silence.

The bearded and bespectacl-
ed 59-year-old microbiologist,
who worked for the defence min-
istry, disappeared on Thursday
— apparently to take a walk from
his family home. Two days befo-
re, Kelly had been grilled in Par-
liament over his possible role as
a “mole” who had given the BBC
a hotly-disputed story that Blai-
r's communications chief Alas-
tair Campbell “sexed up” a dossi-
er on Saddam Hussein’s arsenal.

The allegation that Campbell
played up intelligence suggesti-
ng Saddam could mobilise weap-
ons of mass destruction in 45 mi-
nutes is at the centre of claims
that Blair misled the public and
Parliament over the case for war.

Kelly’s relatives were formal-
ly identifying the body as the po-
lice scoured the area for clues.
The widespread assumption is
that Kelly committed suicide. “I
guess he couldn’t cope with the
firestorm,” said journalist Tom
Mangold, a close friend.

Opposition Conservative lea-

YME TELEGRAPR

(
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der [ain Duncan Smith called on
Blair to cut short his trip to han-
dle what is shaping into one of
the biggest crises of his six-year
rule. An ex-minister from the
ruling Labour Party, Glenda
Jackson, called for his resigna-
tion: “Bullets should be bitten.”

Critics say Kelly was “sacri-
ficed” to clear Blair and Camp-
bell’s reputation by pressuring
him to come forward in an effort
to discredit the BBC report.

The media ripped into the
government, accusing it of
being so obsessed with public re-
lations gloss that a man lost his
life. “Spun to Death,” said the
Daily Mirror. “Casualty of War,”
was The Independent’s verdict.

“Yesterday a decent, shy civil
servant who had been savagely
chewed up and spat out by a ma-
lign, amoral Downing Street ma-
chine met a tormented and trag-
ic end,” the Daily Mail wrote.

There was criticism for the
BBC, too, which had refused to
confirm whether or not Kelly
was the “mole” for the 45-minute
allegation, thus heightening the
speculation around him.

B See Page 4
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| British expert on
AL ——

By Hasan Suroor |,

LONDON, JULY 18. David Kelly, a
former British UN weapons’ in-
spector in Iraq, who had
emerged as a key figure in the
Blair Government’s row with
the BBC over allegations that it
“sexed up” an intelligence dos-
sier on Baghdad’s weapons ca-
pability in the run-up to the
war, is feared to have died mys-
teriously after he disappeared
from his Oxfordshire home on
Thursday afternoon, telling his
family that he was going for a
walk.

Police said on Friday evening
that a body found in a heavily
wooded area, not far from his
house, matched Dr. Kelly’s de-
scription, and the clothes he
wore at the time of his disap-
pearance. But a formal identifi-
cation would be announced
tomorrow. Pending the post-
i mortem report it was being
treated as ‘“‘unexplained death”.

Prime Minister, Tony Blair,
who is on a foreign tour, prom-
ised a judicial inquiry if it was
confirmed that the body was Dr.
Kelly’s.

The disappearance of Dr. Kel-
ly (59), who was an adviser to
the Ministry of Defence, came

David Kelly
two days after he deposed be-
fore the Foreign Affairs Select
Committee inquiring into alle-
gations that the Government
manipulated intelligence about
the threat from Iraq to justify a
military attack. He was called to
appear before the committee
when the Defence Ministry
claimed that he was the most
likely source for the BBC's re-
port alleging that Downing
Street had played up the threat
from Saddam Hussein by in-
serting in its September 2002
dossier the claim that his re-
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gime had the capability to de-
ploy weapons of mass
destruction at 45 minutes’ no-
tice.

Ever since the MoD “flushed
out” Dr. Kelly as the possible
BBC “mole”, there had -been
speculation that he was being
“used” by the Government in
its battle with the corporation.
One MP on the committee
pointedly asked him if he
thought he was being made a
“fall guy”. To which the soft-
spoken Dr. Kelly simply said: “I
accept the process that is hap-
pening”’. That he looked tense
and unable to cope with the
pressure was palpable, accord-
ing to those present at the hear-
ing and the committee later said
it felt that he had been “poorly
treated” by the Government
and that it did not think he was
the BBC'’s primary source.

The dominant view was that
Dr. Kelly was not used to the in-
tense media glare into which he
had been thrust, and that he
probably simply “cracked up”
under the pressure. But there
were also dark hints, articulated
by at least one committee mem-
ber, that may be there was
“more” to his disappearance
than it seemed.



“BBC glole fo
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LONDON, July 18.
Police found the body of
David Kelly, the British
government adviser nam-
ed as the possible source
for the BBC’s report
claiming the government
“sexed up” a key intelli-
gence dossier on Irag, in
central England today.
The body of 39-year-old
Keily, who was missing
since yesterday, was found
by a member of the police
team searching for him in a

wooded area at
Harrowdown Hill, eight km
from his house in

Oxfordshire. The develop-
ment comes four days after
Kelly was gpflled by the
Foreign Affairs Committee
on the/la‘aq dossier.

Acting superintendent of
police Mr Dave Purnell said
the body matched Kelly’s
description but formal iden-
tification would take place
on Saturday. The case was

tion contmu&s at the scene
at Harrowdown Hill.”

The body was discov-
ered lying face down. No
note was found either at
the scene or at Kelly’s

David Kelly had admitted

aides ‘sexed up’ a dossler

to confirm whether Kelly
official cited in the story

speaking to a BBC
journalist who reported
cialms that government

on iraq. The BBC,
‘however, has refused

was the unidentified

being treated as an “unex-
plained” death, he said at a
brief press conference,
adding: “We will be await-
ing the results of the post
mortem and also waiting
while the forensic examina-
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house, the police said.
The British government
said an independent judi-
cial inquiry would be held
in to the circumstances of
his death if the body is con-
firmed to be that of Kelly.

und dead

He worked in the
defence ministry’s counter-
proliferation and arms
control secretariat and was
reported missing by his
family yesterday as he did
not return after teiling his
wife was going for a walk.

Prime Minister Mr Tony
Blair was informed of the
discovery of the body as he
flew from Washington to
Tokyo, the PMO said.

“T was shocked when 1
heard the news and I am
sure the hearts of all the
committee go out to his
family at this deeply anx-
ious time,” chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Select
Committee Mr Donald
Anderson said. “The
Committee  interviewed
him on Tuesday and he
seemed to be relaxed and
on top of things.”
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BRITAIN’S PRIME MINISTER, Tony Blair, whose
aggressive global campaign in support of the
American war on Iraq surprised a majority of his
own countrymen as much as the rest of the
world, has scored a victory of sorts in a parlia-
mentary battle. An enquiry by a committee of
the House of Commons has cleared him of the
charge that his Government doctored the intelli-
gence reports on the weapons of mass destruc-
tion in Iraq that were used to justify Britain’s
joining the U.S.-led war. But this is unlikely to be
sufficient to restore his credibility and win back
~ for him the type of overwhelming popular sup-
port that saw him create electoral history in Bri-
tain. With no trace yet of the weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq a full two months after the
U.S. declared its military campaign ended, Mr.
Blair and his Government are under increasing
pressure within the country to go transparent
and erase the widespread impression that the
campaign against Iraq was founded on half-
truths and lies. The failure so far to find the
weapons, and the American-British reluctance
to let the U.N. inspectors resume their job, are
fuelling suspicion that much of the “evidence”
that both Governments claimed to have in their
possession may, after all, be non-existent or
faked.

Mr. Blair, whose massive re-election victory
was a record-breaking one for the Labour Party,
has seen his popularity plummet with the depar-
ture of two of his senior colleagues, Clare Short
and Robin Cook, both of whom disagreed with
his support for the American war of aggression
and occupation. The conflict found Mr. Blair
keep odd company at home and abroad. if the
trans-Atlantic partnership saw the coming to-
gether of two strange ideological bedfellows,
there was an equally bizarre spectacle on the
domestic political scene. The crucial debates in

»V  BLAIR'S MASS DECEPTION
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the Commons in the months before the war saw
Labour backbenchers desert their Government
in large numbers, obliging the Prime Minister to
save himself with the support of Conservative
opponents. The Tories, who gave Mr. Blair un-
questioning support during the war, are now
turning the guns on him, accusing the Govern-
ment of misleading the nation by manipulating
intelligence reports. The charismatic Mr. Blair is
on the back foot these days. He had relied exclu-
sivelv on the weapons reports, which were the
focus of the Commons enquiry, for his pre-war
campaign. Now he has tried to shift the rationale
to arguments based on the discovery of mass
graves in Iraq. The impatience for regime change
in Baghdad does not apparently apply to the
search for the missing weapons of mass
destruction.

The British Prime Minister's credibility has
been undermined by controversies from two in-
telligence reports, put forth at the time with great
fanfare, that sought to swing public opinjon be-
hind the conviction that Saddam Hussein and his
weapons were an immediate threat. The Com-
mons probe must provide Mr. Blair some breath-
ing space to start repairing the damage done by
his spin doctors who have, gver the years, been
allowed to hijack the party and dilute its ideolog-
ical content. “I am obviously very interested in
the question whether or not there were weapons
of mass destruction,” the much-maligned chief
U.N. weapons inspector, Hans Blix, said at the
conclusion of his assignment with the world
body late last month. He added in evident bitter-
ness: “I am beginning to suspect there possibly
were none.” It was not of course the first time in
history that such weapons of mass deception
have been employed to provoke and wage wars.
What was striking was that a Labour Prime Min-
ister should be part of this dangerous deception.
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COLIN BROWNAND
CHRIS HASTINGS -

London, July 6: Tony Blair has
. demanded that the BBC retract
its claim that Downing Street
“sexed up” material provided by
the intelligence services for a
dossier presented to parliament
on Iraq’s weapons of mass de-
struction in an effort to persuade
public opinion to support the
war.

Hesaid the charge was “as se-
rious an attack on my integrity
as there could possibly be”. The
Prime Minister dramatically en-
tered the fray last night just as
the battle between the corpora-
tion and the government was
coming to a head, with the publi-
cation tomorrow of a Commons
report into claims that Downing
Street exaggerated the threat
posed by Saddam Hussein.

In a sign that Number 10 is
confident of being cleared, Blair
appeared to stake his reputation
on the issue in a newspaper in-
terview. “The idea that I or any-
one else in my position frankly
would start altering intelligence
evidence or saying to the intelli-
gence services, ‘I am going to in-

Tony Blair

sert this’, is absurd,” he told The
Observer. “There couldn’t be a
more serious charge: that [ or-
dered our troops into conflict on
the basis of intelligence evi-
dence that I falsified. You could
not make a more serious charge
against a Prime Minister. The
charge happens to be wrong. I
think they (the BBC) should ac-
ceptit.”

Greg Dyke, the director-gen-
eral of the BBC, was prepared to
take an equally defiant tone,
telling the corporation’s gover-
nors that they cannot afford to

WHE TELEGRAPR

M\ Blair tells BBC to_
back down on doss1er

back down in what has becbnié a

. “do or die” battle.

Dyke told an emer
meeting of the governors ﬁo
are meant to be entirely
pendent, that they must § and
behind the original news story,
broadcast in May, even if the
MPs now investigating the alle-
gations judge it was incorrect:’

Dyke is expected to give the 11
governors new informatior thht
he insists substantiates the ofig-
inal claims made by Anhiféew
Gilligan, the defence correspon-
dent on Radio 4's Today pf'o
gramme. . e

Dyke also provided' ‘t}ﬁém
with copies of Gilligan's broad-
cast and the open letter sentto
Alastair Campbell, Tony Blaip's
communications directol, in:én
effort to prove Campbell’s com-
plaints bear no relation’ to tHe
original news item. o

The director-general 1s éx-
pected to urge the goverhérs to
issue a statement unambigudus-
ly endorsing the BBC’s stopy tb-
morrow — the day that the‘Com-
mons foreign affairs select¢oin-
mittee publishes its ﬁndmgsJ in‘io
the allegations.

THE DAILYTELEGIMM
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jHREAT TO: BLAIR L
‘Weapons of mass muslpghef a\b |

EPORTS that Britain’s opposition Conservative Par- |
Wiy has for the first 'time in recent memory, gone ’f
ab,aad of Labour in opinion polls should come as no \
sutprise — least of all to Tony Blair. The ¢hickens of the |
Iraq war are coming home to roost and the ultimate |
fallout may be a lot worse. The crystallisation of doubts,
suspicions, anger at being deceived may end up giving
the Opposition a big boost. The Conservatives went
along with Blair to the extent that it made no difference
and the beneficiaries may be the Social Democrats if
they can get their act together. Blair passionately told
scare stories about Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass
destruction, taking a deliberate decision to be not mere-
ly economical but positively miserly with the truth.
Taking vour country to war under false pretences is not
a novel political crimie but unlike the old days, there is
positive and credible evidence that intelligence was doc-’
tored and/or invented to suit the predetermined decision
to go to war. Blair may still end up paying the price.

Deserved as such a punishment will be, one cannot but
look at the prospect with some regret. Unlike Bush,
Blair is a talented politician, responsible for effecting
remarkable transformations in modern politics. Labour
is now considered a moderate and modernist party, a
model for left of centre and even right of centre parties.
Blair gets the most credit and he is young enough to be
Prime Minister one more time. But history is harsh and
unforgiving. Why Blair failed to use his intelligence and
political savvy to stay away, if not oppose, Bush’s war is-
a mystery. He adopted the questionable dossier as his
‘own. What was he aiming for? Crumbs off the table? Too
clever: by half? Only Blair knows the answers. The Brit-
ish people, on the other hand, have a lot of questions.

R STATESMA!
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LONDON, JUNE 26. The British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, today warned that terrorism, religious ex-

By Hasan Suroor

| tremism and weapons of mass destruction posed
a danger to the world and said it was important

for all countries to ‘confront’ the threat jointly.
“These are real concerns,” he said pointing out
that differences over Iraq should not come in the
way of addressing these concerns. Mr. Blair was
speaking at a joint press conference after his talks
with the Russian President, Vladimir Putin.

Mr. Blair and Mr. Putin played down their
quarrel over Iraq with the latter offering full
cooperation in rebuilding Iraq. He said on “key
issues’’ he concurred fully with Mr. Blair and was
willing to put his “name under every word he (Mr.
Blair) has uttered”.

“We have come very very close on Iraq and we
can and should work together.” he said.

Mr. Putin, who opposed the British-U.S. in-
vasion of Iraq, maintained that it was important

W= HINDD

Putin play down dlfferences

to find the weapons of mass destructlon € sald
Russia had also suspected that Iraq had such
weapons, and “we need to know who has access
to them”. In recent weeks, Mr. Putin has insisted
that Britain and the U.S. should honour Russia’s
pre-war oil contracts with the Saddam Hussein
regime, and it is one of the issues he was assumed
to have raised during his visit.

Both Mr. Blair and Mr. Putin sounded effusive
about the new turn in British-Russian relations
after the recent frostiness over Iraq. Mr. Blair said
their relations were “stronger than (they had
been) for many, many years”.

Mr. Putin, who is the first Russian leader to be
accorded the full status of a state-level visit in
more than 130 years, said the talks were held in a
“constructive and open atmosphere’. Though
Mr. Blair said that Chechnya was discussed, it
was not known if he conveyed to Mr. Putin the
widespread concern here over Moscow’s crack-
down on Chechens and the alleged human rights
abuses by Russian security forces.
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vi-b vyOccupation hazards

AFTER THE killing of half a dozen
British soldiers ‘\in Shia-dominated
southern Iraq on Tuesday, British De-
fence Secretary Geoffrey Hoon cau-
tioned Parliament against viewing the
incident, which recorded the highest
casualty of British forces in a day in
the Iraq war, as being part of organised
Iraqi resistance. MPs wondered never-
theless if the Iraqi people saw the
American and the British troops as
“forces of liberation or forces of occu-
pation”. The question is not without ba-
sis, It is not just the British troops that
are being attacked. The US forces are
perhaps under greater assault in the
Sunni-dominated central Iraq, and the
death toll creeps up every day. -
Whatever Mr Hoon’s government
may find convenient to put out, the
British soldiers did not come under
sniper fire, which the gullible may see
as sign of a stray attack. Rifles, machine
guns and grenades were used by the
assailants. The incidence of attacks on
the invading troops is noted to have

WE HINDUSTAN The:
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risen of late. Opinion polls in America
suggest that unease over the deaths of
its soldiers in Iraq is now beginning to
take visible shape. ,

US Defence Secretary Donald Rums-
feld has lately acknowledged that no
one has the foggiest idea how long the
American and the British armies will
have to stay in Iraq. But it is clear
enough that it won’t be just six months,
as some had initially hoped. No wonder,
Washington is pressing friendly coun-
tries to offer troops to carry out what
is called “stabilisation” tasks, a euphe-
mism for the pacification of the sullen
and uncooperative people of Iraq. That
may help it reduce its own force com-
mitment to an extent. But it needs to be
noted that since May 1, when the major
combat part of the Iraq operation was
officially declared to be over by the US,
the post:combat level of force in use is
being seen by analysts as “big and grow-
ing”. Meanwhtle, the occupiers seem no
nearer than before in establishing even
a modicum of administration.
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British soldiers cdl/ne
under fire in Iraql mtym

Baghdad: British forces
came under fire in Iraq on
Tuesday, as security around
the country’s vital oil
pipelines was beefed up after
several explosions blamed on
sabotage.

Britain’s ministry of de-
fence said British troops suf-
fered several casualties when
they were attacked near the
city of Amarah, around 200
km north of Iraq’s British-
controlled second city, Basra.

“Our troops came under
fire and there were several ca-
sualties but we have no con-
firmation of numbers or fur-
ther details,” a spokesman
said in London. Sky News tel-
evision said eight soldiers
were wounded, three serious-
1y, in a machinegun attack on
a helicopter on the ground.

In the latest of a string of
hit-and-run attacks against
US forces, gunmen fired as-
sault rifles and grenades at
US troops in the volatile town
of Falluja, west of Baghdad,
hitting a power supply facili-
ty, witnesses said.

One Iraqi man was killed
when the soldiers returned
fire, they said. It was not clear
if he was one of the attack-
ers. There were no reports of
US casualties. Residents of
Ramadi, 100 km west of Bagh-
dad, reported another attack,
but there was no word on ca-

m‘_

US army officers attend a ceremony in which Iraqi police
officers received new uniforms and used revolvers as part of
an American plan to upgrade the local police force in Falluja

town on Monday.

sualties.

~Meanwhile, a number of
Syrian border guards were
wounded when American
special forces in Iraq attacked
a convoy of suspected high-
profile members of Saddam
Hussein’s toppled govern-
ment, US officials said on
Monday. “It’s not clear how
they were injured, whether
they were caught in a cross-
fire or what. But we are, I be-
lieve, still treating three of
them,” said one official.

Syria, which has had often
tense relations with Washing-
ton over US charges it sup-
ports terrorism, said it had
no comment and Washington
signalled there had been no

official government contact,
with Damascus over the i mc1
dent.

The US official, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
said the attack occurred last
Wednesday in a fairly remote
area near Iraq’s western city
of Qaim, close to the Syrian
border and that some Syrian
guards were injured.

US officials did not say
whether American forces,
acting on intelligence and
backed by aircraft, crossed
into Syria and were vague on
how Syrian guards were in-
volved. The convoy was ap-
parently  attempting to
escape into Syria, the offi-
cials Said. Reuters

THE TINES OF INBIA
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' British public yet\gtq\ gccept euro

By Batuk Gathani \;

BRUSSELS, JUNE 10. European ob-
servers feel that the British Gov-
ernment’s decision to postpone
its entry into the euro regime
has been prompted by hostile
public opinion, though ostensi-
bly, the British Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Gorden Brown,
stated that structural economic
differences between Britain and
the euro zone region prevented
his country from joining the
single currency regime.

If the current British opinion
polls are any criterion, the Blair
Government may lose a euro
vote in a referendum. Hence,
the administration needs a
“breathing space” to cultivate
pro-euro opinion among the
people for a smooth entry into
the scheme.

Britain’s entry into the euro
regime is considered “inevita-
ble” and a “historical necessi-
ty”. The current geopolitical
and economic situations would
indicate that Britain has come
closer to Europe, but is still a
psychological step away. It is
argued that Britain and Europe
are not yet in the same boat but

are driven by the same tide.

The reality is that the euyo
zone is Britain’s nearest neigh-
bour, separated by a 38-km-
wide channel, as also its largest
trading partner and a member
of the same customs union. The
European Union last year ac-
counted for 52 per cent of trade
in British goods and services —
10 per cent higher than in 1973
when Britain joined the E.U. or
the European Common Market,
as it was known then.

In the coming years, accord-
ing to prominent analysts, Bri-
tain’s trade with the E.U. will
continue to rise and the two
economies may become more
inter-dependent. Britain is cur-
rently the third largest economy
in the E.U. after Germany and
France. In the banking, insur-
ance and financial services sec-
tor, that country still rules the
waves and London remains the
hub of international finance af-
ter New York and Tokyo.

The 12 founder members of
the European Monetary Union
have had an ambivalent atti-
tude to the three non-euro
states in the 15-member E.U.
The British are thought of as

still living in the nostalgia of the
“Empire days” and a self-pro-
moted “special trans-Atlantic
relationship with the United
States.” No one has any idea
how long this could last, amid
the growing realisation on both
sides of the English Channel
that Britain may lose its influ-
ence in the European decision-
making process. The political
and economic momentum in
the E.U. is increasingly dom-
inated by Germany and France.

Mr. Gordon Brown has re-
vealed that Britain’s entry into
the euro regime would boost
the country’s income by a quar-
ter per cent, worth euro 4.2 bil-
lions. He also acknowledged
progress on the five “economic
tests” for membership of the
euro, but concluded that so far,
only the test related to “finan-
cial services sector” was
positive.

Mr Brown argued that tests
on economic convergence, flex-
ibility, investment and employ-
ment had not so far registered
the desired progress. Hence,
the decision to join the euro has
been postponed but not
abandoned.

11 1UN 203



-suonedafe 1ey) oddns
01 9ouapiaa aonpoid 01 sOULD sty padud|
-[eyd 3H "SJ9IYD 29UdBI[[AIUL JO JUIWSSISSE
3y} ,8pUIIBA0, 10 M3 03 Jdwdne ou sem
aray L ‘sindur aouadi[a1ut pajeId)npeun uo
poseq sem suodeom 1bei] Aq pasod 1ea1yy
3} UO IIISSOP S,IUSUWIUIIA0L) Y] Pres 9
‘annun ,Afe10) pue A@1adwoo,,
se uoneda[re ay3 passtwsip Ieg IA Ing
‘901Jo SIYy AQ PajuaAuUl Uaaq 3aey 0} Pagda|
-[e MOU SI UDIYM WIR[D B —  SaInuiur Gy,
ur suodeam A[peap si1 a1eande o1 Aifiqeded
ay) pey w831 Weppes oyl 1Byl paulred
oy uoym me[g I Aq 1em ay) Suniod
-dns ojur psfsiwz a1em L3y} pres Auep
‘uonoNNsap ssewr Jo suodeam
$,UIdSSN] WIEPPES INOJE SWIe[D S1Y puryaq
souspad [y Jo uonedyqnd 3uipuewr
-3p UONOW SUOWIIO)) B paudis aAey O} Pa
-110da1 a1oMm SJJA INOQET 0. UBY) 210W Iaye
Ayred umo s areg 1A ur dn Jurppmng aseaun
Jo sufs a1om aroy) pue ‘Armbur reropn/ e
10j s[red pautof ‘Aorjod beij [ers1eaonuod siy
pairoddns Afrg pey oym ‘SaLI0], aY1 UaA]
“ITe 9y} Ie3[d 0} pa[le] JUsWUISA0D) ay)
J1 [epueds ,9yI[-a1e3191e M, B 10] papeay 3q
PINOD 3y 1BY3 PIUTEM SBM ITR[d "I} SE UMOP
SutAp mor a1 Jo uSIs ou sem 313y) ‘satnnb
-u1 OM1 31 JO JuduIddUNOoUUR 3yl a)dsa(q
‘pres ay ,‘@913IuIuIod
INO YIIM 9 10U PINOM YITYM TSI YIIM W]
-qoid AaIqIpai1d e 9q PNOM 219, ‘18ISTUTIA
auwilg ay) 0 110daI pue I9)STUIA SWLJ 21

o._c._n jeioipnl Em_:_w._m_z__ 3

Aq pejutodde are Aoyy-aepnruuwiod ALmd
-9s pue 20ua3[[aIul 3Y) 0] [RUIIUR JUSIJIP
B 21B (99131WULHOD 9Y1) M), “UMOYS 8( p[nom
AoIawl OU JeY) IBJ[D SPBWI UOSIdPUY "IN
pUE UL101S 33} INO SPi1 0] pPIq S, JUSUIUISAOL)
3} 01 YOBQIOS B SB US99S SEM 991IIUILIOD
sireyje u81010J I JO UOISIIAP JY]J, "Tem 9y}

ae|g Auoy

0} dn-uni sy} Ul JUSUIUIAAOY) SY)BUISIApE
ur afo1 e paderd oym sam3f aouadiEl
-ul IOIUas pue ‘MeIg Yoe[ ‘AIe10109S ude
-10,] 3} 9IJe pauUOWIUINS aq 01 AP 3s0Yl
Suoury -Juswerred 01 ApoaIrp suodal pue
SI9ISIUIA UoOWWNS ued pue sfuitesy uado
sp[oy 11 asnedaq dduerodwy 810W PIIAPIS
-u02 st Jey) Axmbur siy st 1] ‘suonednsaaur
uMO SJI youne] O] ‘UosIapuy Ppleu
-0 ‘4N InoqeT I01Uas © Aq paireyd ‘9a11ux
-wod sirejje uSIe10] Yl JO UOISIIPP ay) 0}
90U213J31 OU Ipeul Jrefd I ‘Apuedyrudis
‘uado 10u 219Mm Burreay s11 Jey) 108] 9yl pue
uonsoduwos s)1 Jo asnesaq Aduaredsuen
payoe[ senmwuod ayy eyl no Sunurod
paysnes lou aiam SN 9yl Ing s3urpuy
s1 ysignd o1 pastuiord osfe sy ‘11 01 Jqe
-[leAB 9peW 9q P[NOM UOHRULIOJUI ATesso
-23u 3] [[e PUE ‘SUOTIBSIISIAUT §,93))TWIUWI0D
Aunoss pue 20udZM@IUT dY) um A[nj
a1e1adoos pmom ay pres o ‘aqoid ferorpn(
yuspuadapul ue 10] Aepo} SUOUIUIO)) 3Y1 UI
SdIN UI0I] S[[B9 pa[[emauo)s Irejq "IN Ing
"99)TIIUIo) AJLNdas pue aduadifElul
ay Aq IayjoUE pUE ‘SUOWIIO]) 31 JO danIw
-wod 109[9s sarefge udraio] Aured-sso1d Ten
-uanyjui 9y} A4q suo — belf uo 1em e 107 ased
SIY 19)S[0g 01 J2UAII[[EIUl [BlA PII0IIOP
201J0 s are[g Auo], ‘I9)SIUIN SWLJ ysnug
ayp eyl suopesnooe ol saumbur ajere
-das om1 aq pnom 3194}, ‘v INNT ‘NOANOT

(Drxp " \..Soh_w uesey Ag

1°0u, Jiejg

.OOm<_u_, IONIDITIFLNI OLNI 09 OL STINVd OML / SNOdVAM IOV

&g UMM



‘duruirefe oo}
sem JI pies ‘99NTWIKC) 3dUaBI@IU[ JUlof
ay) ‘Apoq aocuadigafur AaY s urellid jo Jaryo
ayy 1aye 1squiaydas 1sel paysiqnd it 191s
-sop asuadiEiul ue woy 1vydeys 3uipnp
-u0d ay1 doip 03 pad1o] sem 133ang Sutumodd
1) padoqe sem 1 9smml B Ul ‘se ydnuS
-8]3] Avpung ayJ Pplo1 2Ys ,‘OUOp SeM 1T
KeMm 3} Ul PIATAISP Iam aM NUIY] | :pa[siul
9IaM 9\ ISISTUIA dWlld 9Y) WOl aued
Je) uoIsap [eoniod e sem 3 Aouasdin
JO 3SU3S B 31BAID 0] UoneULIOUT 30U3I[81Ul
a1 uo nd uids eonijod sem a1dyjl,, "po
-tepndrueur sem douagieiur Apusnbasqgns
pue 1eak 1se[ 1sn3ny se Yoeq IeJ Se Iem O]
08 o1 purw siy dn apew pey irerd 1IN pres
1I0YS ‘SIA 'anssl ayl Iaa0 Anunod ayy Sul
-dnp, Jo wy pasndde ‘oys aie[) ‘andes|
-[02 13UIqe)) ISWIO] SIY pue el Auo],
ISY)OUER,, SE SYIBUWIAI STY PIsSTWSIP SONLID

', S91IS JUIBYIP JO ‘Spues
-noy: uaad Ajqissod ‘spaipuny Ajeiai],

9
~suodeam lbel] uo 3dJUIPIAD S

gunednseaur 1nq swrwreidoid uononnsap
ssewr Jo suodeam 1bel] a1 U0 payIom oym
suadxa pue sysnuars ay) Sumararaul A[uo
jou paajoaut qof a3 yery no Sunuiod pres
ay ,,‘utuurdaq 1sn{ Ajuo s1 j10m 3y, 'UOOS
awp Aue 3q JouU prom 1 eyl 1s333ns 01
paieadde 1nq paysiqnd aq pnom ad3uapad
MB3U 3} UayMm 3)BIIpUI JOU PIp Ireld "IN
‘AL £ po1 8y  A[@Injosqy “a18y2
aq [m uononnsep ssewl Jo suodeam b

-BI[ JO 90UAPIA 3Y] 1B} JOAdJBUM 1GNOP OU

aaeq | -aouaned api] B aavy pue jem isnf
, uononIsap ssew jo suodeam ou aq M
2I91[) ‘SR01AISS AJLNO9s 9y} Aq no 103 quy
81q ® aq 01 paaoid aq 01 3uro8 yje s,11, ‘Burdes
pue a3y 3ums are oym afjdoad asoy,,
“UonuUIAUL 13313S
Surumo(q B Sem ‘pagdafje mou SI 31 ‘4oIgm
1Iq B — S9INUIW G Ul UOHININSAP SSewl
Jo suodeam s31 Burkojdap jo ajqedpo sem
beij 1ey) Surkes 1uswerjIed ur swiejAaouad
-Ijjoul pajonb ay 19e 1em oyl paupddns

oym 3soy] Jo Aueul SpN[OUT MOU OYM SINLID
SIy payooul Helg "IN ‘ino} udaIoj siy uo
uny Sop 01 panuUNU0I ASIQAQIIUOD I} SY
‘owrr8a1 urassny "IN
ay £q pasod 1eaIyl 9Y) I9A0 SWHEO S JUSW
-UIDAOD) SIY 9)B10QO110D pNom s3urpuy
ayl eyl , J2ASTBYM IQNOp OU,, peYy aH ,,ofd
-0ad atp) 01 31 9413 [[IM 9M USY] PUE 30UIPIAd
ST} S[qUIISSE [[IM 9M SYIUOW pUE. SYaam Jul
-UI0) 3y} I9A0, pue pamalalajuy Suraq alam
awrurerdoid suodesm s uessny I Uo
PayIOM OyMm SISIIURIIS ples ‘suonedare a1
o1ur aqoid Arejuswerpied e 01 9218e 01 SN
wroy amssaid Iopun sI oym ‘drejg "IN
"bely uo Yoere AreljiuI e 10 aseD 9y} 131S
-10q 03 22ua3I[a1ul Pa10Id0P IIYJO STY Jeyl
SUONBSNOJR USal] pruue WONONISap ssew
Jo suodeam s,uressn} HMRPPES JO 90USpPIAd
mau ysiqnd o3 pasruidid Sepoy ‘arerg Auo],
TOISTUTIAL SW] ysLig-aagt, W 2NNC ‘NOANOT

\ ’ C/ﬂ 1001ng ueselj Ag @:7.\/
851

wouid aejg P

N 2003

v

2 4

Al
—

HINDD

“eonay:
[l

™



Row over weapons clouds

Blair’s Iraq visit

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MAY 28. The British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair's
high-profile visit to Iraq today
— the first by a Western leader
after the invasion — was cloud-
ed by a political storm here over
the U.S. Defence Secretary, Do-
nald Rumsfeld’s suggestion that
Saddam Hussein’s weapons of
mass destruction may never be

| found as they may have been

destroyed before the war.

Even as Mr. Blair insisted that
he had “absolutely no doubt”
about the existence of Iragi
weapons, MPs seized on Mr.
Rumsfeld’s remarks to call for
an inquiry into the veracity of
intelligence claims cited by the
British Government to justify
the invasion of Iraq.

The inteiligence claims were
quoted in a dossier published
by Downing Street last October,
and then repeatedly mentioned
by Mr. Blair in Parliament say-
ing Iraq had chemical and bi-
ological weapons which could
be activated at 45 minutes
notice.

Downing Street today denied
allegations that intelligence re-
ports were deliberately exagger-
ated to make a case for a war.
But MPs were not satisfied and
insisted that the Government
disclose the evidence of the ex-
istence of the Iragi arsenal.
They said if it turned out that
Mr. Blair had misled Parlia-
ment, it could be politically ex-
plosive for him.

“This is absolutely dangerous
for Tony Blair. The potential
charge is that the House of
Commons has been misled,”
said the Left-wing Labour MP
and a former minister, Peter Kii-
foyle, who plans to table a mo-
tion seeking evidence.

The former Foreign Secreta-
ry, Robin Cook, who resigned
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The British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, is greeted by school
children in Basra, southemn Irag, on Thursday. — Reuters

over his opposition to the war,
said Mr. Rumsfeld’s remarks
blew a “gaping hole” in Mr.
Blair's claims. “Saying that they
can't find the weapons, and
they may never find the weap-
ons, blows an enormous gaping
hole through the case for war
that was made on both sides of
the Atlantic...We were told Sad-
dam had weapons ready for use
within 45 minutes.

It’s now 45 days since the war
has finished and we have still
not found anything. It's plain he
did not have that capacity to
threaten us, possibly did not
have the capacity to threaten
even his neighbours...,” he said
calling for an investigation by a
parliamentary committee.

Mr. Cook’s sharp reaction
was echoed across the anti-war
spectrum cutting across party
lines, and there was reported to
be embarrassment in govern-
ment circles over Mr. Rums-
feld’s statement in which he
reportedly said: "It...is possible
that they (Iraq) decided that

they would destroy them
(weapons) prior to a conflict
and I don’t know the answer.”
Commentators said the issue
would raise doubts about the
American and British claims
over Iran’s nuclear intentions
and allegations that it is har-
bouring Al-Qaeda supporters.

Mr. Blair, talking to journal-
ists accompanying him on his
Iraq visit, sought to shift the fo-
cus from the weapons’ contro-
versy saying : “Our priorities in
Iraq are less to do with finding
weapons of mass destruction
....and more to do with human-
itarian and political
reconstruction.”

He made no mention of the
weapons when he addressed
British troops in Basra this
morning, stressing instead the
global benefits from the ouster
of Saddam Hussein. He de-
scribed the ‘liberation’ of Iraq as
a “defining moment of the cen-
tury”’, and praised the troops for
their ‘extraordinary’ achieve-
ment.
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-Short quits Blair
Cabinet over Iraq

‘LONDON, May 12. — The British interna-
tional development Secretary, Ms Clare
Short, today resigned from the Tony Blair
Cabinet, accusing the Prime Min-

tapped by PreAent George W Bush to take
over the troubled reconstruction of post-war
Irag, Mr Bremer landed in Basra. He arrived
with General Richard Myers, chairman of the
US Joint Chiefs of Staff, and retired US Ar-
my General Jay Garner, the man Mr Bremer
is replacing.

ister of breaking promises over the
UN’s role in post-conflict Iraq.

“I am afraid that the assurances
you gave me about the need for a
UN mandate to establish a legiti-
mate Iraqi government have been
breached,” she said in her resigna- |
tion letter to Mr Blair.

Ms Short also accused Mr Blair
and foreign secretary, Mr Jack |
Straw, of “secretly” negotiating a
UN Security Council resolution
which contradicted promises she
had given in Parliament to MPs.

Ms Short, who will be replaced in the Cab-
inet by one of her deputies Baroness Amos,
telephoned Mr Blair to tell him she could no
longer stay in the government.

New US boss arrives in Basra: The new US
civilian administrator of Iraq, Mr Paul Brem-
er, arrived in the country today after a major
shake-up in the US team in Baghdad, AFP
adds from Basra. Nearly a week after being

1 3 MAY 203

Ms Clare Short

Powell warning on Iraq: In Cairo,
Gen. Colin Powell warned today
after meeting President Hosni
Mubarak, that the emergence of
an Islamist government in Iraq
would “not be in the best interest
of the Iraqi people or its
neighbours.” “I think it would be
unfortunate if a government rose
there that is so fundamentalist
that it didn’t respect the basic
things for democracy,” hesaid.
Coalition releases Zubaidi: Coali-
tion forces have released Md Moshen al-Zubai-
di, two weeks after detaining the man who
sought to govern Baghdad in the aftermath of
the fall of Mr Saddam Hussein, US Central
Command announced today, AFP adds from
Baghdad. “Prior to his release yesterday, Al-
Zubaidi admitted that he had over-stepped his
authority and that his actions were contrary to
Coalition efforts to secure and stabilise Bagh-
dad,” Centcom said in a statement. /
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LONDON, APRIL 36. The m&mmw Privae Minis-
ter, Tony Blair, might have won the baitle
for Baghdad, but at home he coptinues:to
be in the firing line forjoining the 118 ded
invasion of Irag despite an increasingly re-
signed acceptance of what the Foreign Sec-
retary, Jack Straw, called the “new reality”
in-the region.

Inan embarrassing development, one of
Mr. Blajr's most high-profile Cabinet Minis-
ters, Clare Short, questioned whether the
fall of the Saddam Hussein's regime was
worth it considering that it cost s¢. many
innocent civilan Hyes,

She also suggested that a military victory
in fraq did not mesn that Mr, Blait’s politi-
cal future was necessarily secure,

“Ir is too early, as the Chinese say, ©
decide what the long-term effect on the
reputation of the Prime Minister 8" she
said even as the former Foreign Secretary,

© Blair faces ‘friendly fi

By Hasan Suroor A% /m

Robin Cook, wi prﬁm%x the Cabinet
gver M, Blal m irag M%mmﬂ? attacked the

“Primne Minister for cosving up to 4 neo-

gonsereative - management” in . White
House,

But it was Ms, Short's mmmmﬁ vernark
notably her criticism of ULS, troops for thel
handling of the postinvasion ,M.E&ma
that grabbed the beadlines much 1o the iy
tation of Blair lovalists and there was %ﬁ.z
ulationthas she might be sacked in the nexy
miinisterial reshuille,

A «wm??xxm critie of Mr, Blair's pro-13,
stance, Ms. Shott had threatened o wiﬁx
in the run-up 10 the war but was pe
to fall in altey being promi
role in post-war reconsivuetion ¢

wﬁwmﬁw ; L% mwc is ;»mﬁx%

over Irag

said; She-also said that the coalition forces
it not appear o have been flly prepared
s deal with the situation afier Saddam's
downfall,

“The rapid collapse of the regime was not
prepared for. Weshould bave done better,”
she suid and criticised the U8, forges for
fadling to control the looting and chaos that
followed the collapse of the lragl regime.

Scepticism w
Crities: sawd her remarks reflected the

continuing mmﬁwmﬁaww in the Government

sﬁ% .wmwmm while the Tories demanded her
signation for falling o accept collective
éwwézﬁymmw for Governinent's actions.
The row over the YNy precise rgle in
ihe recopsuruction of hrag continued o
stonmer as My 8 warned that Britain
and US. could make alternative’ arrange-
raents i the Senveity Council did not putits
act togethern Thiy was seen 4s an altempt to
pressure Germany, France and Russia

11 AR 203
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troops’ pulled out

LONDON, MARCH 30. The former
British Foreign Secretary, Robin
Cook, who quit his senior gov-
ernment post in protest against
military action in Iraq, has
| called for British troops to be
pulled out of the war in the Guif.

Mr. Cook, the most senior in
a series of resignations from the
Prime Minister, Tony Blair’s
Government over the war, told
the Sunday Mirror that the U.S.-
led war risked stoking hatred of
the West.

“I have already had my fill of
this bloody and unnecessary
war. | want our troops home
and I want them home before
more of them are killed,” he
told the newspaper.

“There will be a long term
legacy of hatred for the West if
the Iraqi people continue to suf-
fer from the effects of the war
we started.”

Mr. Cook, who quit his Cabi-
net post as Leader of the Com-
mons two weeks ago, is the
most high-profile government

- member to call for troops to be
‘ brought home 10 days into the
1 conflict.

Mr. Cook criticised the U.S.

] President, George W. Bush, for
| starting a war in Iraq on the as-
sumption that the Iraqi Presi-
dent, Saddam Hussein’s army
i would quickly capitulate and

“Cook wz&lts British

v1ctory v??)uld be kft

“Nobody should start a war
on the assumption that the ene-
my’s army will co-operate. But
that is exactly what President
Bush has done,” he said.

He warned of the dangers of
besieging the Iraqi capital Bagh-
dad and urged the U.S. army to
consider other tactics.

“There is no more brutal
form of warfare than a siege.
People go hungry.

The water and power to pro-
vide the sinews of a city snap.
Children die.”” But Mr. Cook’s
call for a troop withdrawal ap-
peared to be at odds with British
public opinion according to a
new poll.

The ICM poll for the News of
the World tabloid found 84 per
cent of those surveyed believed
Britain and the United States
must see the war through to a
successful conclusion with only
11 per cent wanting troops to be
pulled out now.

At the time of his resignation,
Mr. Cook said he was going be-
cause it was ‘‘wrong to embark
on military action without
broad international support.”

A spokesman for Mr. Blair’s
office told Reuters that Mr.
Cook’s comments would not af-
fect the Government’s position.
— Reuters
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Blair wins Parliament:

support for war
US&?(&,W\ v:\H W \/J’®@

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 19. Thanks to a steamroller majority and~full-
throated support from the Tories, the British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, has won Parliament’s backing for a pre-emptive military
attack on Iraq even without an explicit United Nations mandate,
but with as many as 139 of his own MPs voting against the Govern-
ment his political authority was seen to have been greatly dlmm-
ished.

Even as the outcome, announced late on Tuesday night after a
10-hour debate, was hailed by the Government as a victory for Mr

lair's uncompromising stance, prlvately, there were fears that if
the war did
not go well
his leader-
ship could
be on the
line.

The size
of the La-
bour MPs’
revolt was
the biggest
since Mr
Blair  be-
came
Prime Min-
ister six
years ago,
and its im- §
pact was j
heightened g : :
by the fact Students gather to protest against the
that it was war on lraq, in Edinburgh, Scotland, |
preceded on Tuesday. — Reuters \
by three
ministerial resignations, including that of the high-profile Leader
of the Commons and former Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook.

‘'Rebel MPs said the Government might have won a technical
victory, but it had lost the moral argument after failing to convince
so many of its MPs that it was a just and legitimate war.

“It is a very strong message to the Prime Minister and I hope we
can now all reflect carefully on how we arrived at this situation...,”
said Graham Allen, a leading Labour rebel.

There was palpable relief in Government circles after a nail-
biting day which saw Mr Blair hint, during a passionate speech in
the Commons, that he might resign if the vote went against him.
He said he would “not be a party” to a course which, as he saw it,
amounted to leaving the Iragi people “at the mercy of events’”” and
letting down the allies.

“This is not the time to falter. This is the time for this House, not
just this Government or indeed this Prime Minister, to give the
lead.... to show at the moment of decision that we have the cour-
age to do the right thing,” he told the House amid repeated in-
térruptions from sceptical MPs.

-On a day of high drama, party managers used every trick in the
bbok to win over the potentlal rebels and Mr Blair himself spent
the day in Parliament “chatting up” his backbenchers — some-
thing unprecedented for a Prime Minister who, generally, has little
time for Parliament.

¢Loyalists acknowledged that the result could have been much ||

worse but praised Mr Blair for agreeing to face a vote despite the
risks. The Labour Party chairman, John Reid, said now that Parlia-
ment had voted “clearly”” to support the Government, it was time
for the country ahd Parliament to “unite” behind the Prime Minis-
ter. Anti-war MPs, however, maintained that they had been able to
mgake the point that it was a deeply divided nation and party that

Mr Blair was leading to war. ,

20 w1p oy
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" Blair faces crucial
~, vote in House

\,\() ’ By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 18. The British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, was
sitting on a razor’s edge on
Tuesday ahead of a crucial vote
in Parliament over Iraq as more
Labour MPs threatened to join
the simmering revolt against
him after three ministerial re-
signations in less than 24 hours.

Despite attempts to put on a
brave face, there was clearly a
sense of crisis in the Govern-
ment and in a sign of panic, the
Prime Minister’s wife, Cherie
Blair, was drafted in to talk to
the anti-war women MPs,
Diane Abbot, a left-wing Labour
MP, went on a BBC TV pro-
gramme to disclose that Ms
Blair had been phoning the un-
decided ones to dissuade them
from joining the rebels whose
numbers were reported to be
rising steadily.

Mr. Blair himself took the un-
usual step of writing individual-
ly to party backbenchers, and
senior Ministers were engaged
in some heavy pressure tactics
to defuse a potentially explosive
situation. Prominent anti-war
MPs were quoted as saying that

they were being “intimidated” -

to fall in line, and some claimed
they had been offered a berth in
the Government in return for
their support.

“A number of offers have
been made that Government
jobs could be forthcoming or
those with Government jobs
could lose them (if they re-
belled),” said the dissident La-
bour MP, Graham Allan.

The dissidents got a huge
boost after the Leader of the
COommons, Robin Cook, and

two junior Ministers lﬁséned,

protesting Mr Blair’s decision to
go to war without a fresh U.N.
mandate.

In a gesture, not seen in the
Commons for at least two dec-
ades, Mr Cook was given a
standing ovation as he clinically
tore into the Government’s case
for a war.

In what was widely hailed as a
“forensic” expose of Mr Blair’s
policy, he warned, “history will
be astonished at the diplomatic
miscalculations” which threat-
ened to plunge the country into
a war which had “neither inter-
national nor domestic sup-
port”. His announcement that
he would vote against the Gov-
ernment was greeted with ap-
plause by backbenchers, while
the Foreign Secretary, Jack
Straw, was occasionally heckled
as he defended the case for mil-
itary action.

The anti-Blair camp attacked
the International Development
Secretary, Clare Short, for doing
a “U-turn” after she reneged on
her threat to resign. In a state-
ment, she said: “I know I will be
heavily criticised for my deci-
sion and many people will feel I
have let them down. But I am
doing what I think is right in the
circumstances which we are
now in.”

There was much number-
crunching in the run-up to the
vote, expected late at night (lo-
cal time) and it was feared that
if the size of the revolt exceeded
160 votes (Labour has a little
over 400 MPs) Mr. Blair’s politi-
cal authority would be seriously
compromised, though there
was no threat to his leadership
or the Government.

THE HINDD
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parliamen

London: Britain's partia-
ment gave Prime Minister
Tony Blair a green Hght on
Toesday fo'wage war onfraq,
despite amassive revolt with-
inhis ownoparty rejecting a
motion which said the cae for
action had nof heen made,

Members of parliament
voted by 89610 217 against the
antiswar mation, backing o
stead the government's rival
measure  demanding  “all
wipans necessary” be used to
foree {ragh leader Saddam
Hussein to disqrm.

Mr Blair had begged-law-
malkers to back him on the
brink of battle as he Taced
the biggest orisis of his ca
reen fying inthe fave of pub-
He and pariy opposition to
war. )

“He must hold Tirm” he
urged pmliament, “because
the outeomeof thigisue will
now determive mare than
the fate-of the Iraqiregime
avd more thaon the fufure of
the fragi people.

“1t will detertnine the pat.
ternof international politics
for the next generation.”

Mr Blair even hinted he
would vesign rather than
back down, saying that f

(}v,l 0 w

parlisment wvoted against
military action, Iragi leader
Saddam Hussein would be
left immeasurably stronger
and other “tyrants” would
take courage.

“I would not be a party {o
such a covrse,” he said,

The support of opposition
Conservatives ensured he did

not have to back up that

threat but Blair sustained
real - damage. Some. 140
Labour Party members de-
fied him— the biggest rebelr
Hon in living memorv— and
three ministerd, -including
the high profile formey for-
eign secretary Robin Cook,
have quit the government in
protest at 4 undlateral wer

Party sources said if that
figure bad reached wmore
than half of Labour's 41} leg
islators, it could have proved
fatal for him.

Blair v%u'viﬁve.s crisis, wins
; S n 9d for war

The vote was the toughest
of tests as Mr Blair prepares
to-anthorise British partici-
pation in a war without a UN
mandate and with a majority
of the public opposing the
canflict,

He spent most of the day
in parliament with key min-
isters, drumming up support,
charping and twisting arms.
His wife Cherie was even ru-
moured to have worked the
telephones,

Government aides hailed
the result as backing his aim
1o confront Saddam. *It is
now time for all of us in par-
liament and in the country to
come together and show the
support our armed forces de-
serve,”” Mr Blairs official
spokesman told reporters,

International  develop-
ment secretary Clare Short—-
conspicuously seated along-
side Mr Biair as he made his
last pre-war pitch to parlia-
ment-— brought some respite /
for the premier She had
called him reckless over his
Traq policy and had vowed to
resign i Britain went to war
without UN backing. But on
Tuesday she decided to stay
i her o, neters

War will be a US affair

Washington: US defence officials have said
that the “coalition of the willing’" arraved

i against Trag may bolster the US war effort
 diplomatically but the mpending strike is

20 Mre omy

Targely an American affair

UB forees are the most advanced on earth
technologically and even European forees
cannot maich them, officials were quoted as
saving by The Washingion Post.

Among the 250,000 personnel amassed in
the Gulf, only Britain, with its 40,000 10 45,000
troops, planes-and warships, and Auvstralia,
with its 2,000-strong special forees, fighter
planes and naval vessels, have « strike capa-
bty

Other paviners o the coglition of about s
countries have offered froops but they will

mainly play non-combat roles, mostly decon-
taminating batdlefields and troops that conld
be exposed to-chemical, biological or ra-
dioactive agents: -

Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Germany, )
Romania, Slovakia and Ukraine have offered
small mumbers of troops for such activities.
France said on Wednesday that they will be
willing to help if Irag uses chemicai or hio-
logical weapons. .

Assembling the coalition was much more
a diplomatic exercise than a military one, the
Pentagon has said. The military component
of the coalition thai confronted Iraq during
the 1891 Guif war was significantly more

substantial ‘bat Iraqi forces were thought 7

then 1o be stronger than they are now. o

o s O 10O
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- Robin Coo

A ¢
LONDON, MARCH 17. The British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair,
faces a major revolt within
his Labour Party over his
decision to back the U.S.
President, George W. Bush,
in using force to disarm the
Iraq leader, Saddam
Hussein. Robin Cook, a
senior Minister in the Blair :
Cabinet, resigned shortly leave the Cabinet.
after the UK. and the U.S. Mr. Cook is expected to
abandoned their efforts at lead opposition in
the United Nations to geta  Government during a
approval for military action.  debate in the next day or

Mr. Cook resigned as the  two over Mr. Blair's

Government’s leader in the handling of the crisis.
House of Commons aftera  Although Mr. Blair faces
private meeting with Mr. considerable discontent
Blair, shortly before a among his lawmakers, he is
meeting of the Cabinet, the  expected to survive any
Prime Minister’s office said.  vote.

Equis

It was not clear if the Mr. Cook was Foreign
International Aid Minister, Secretary in Mr. Blair's
Clare Short, who had Government in 1997, but
criticised Mr. Blair’s policy ~ was replaced by Jack Straw
as “reckless,” would also in 2001. — AP

. Z
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UK. Minister t threatens to”
D

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 10. The political crisis facing the
British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, over Iraq dee-
pened today after one of his most high-profile
Cabinet Ministers — the International Develop-
ment Secretary, Claire Short, — threatened to re-
sign if he went to war with-Baghdad without a
second U.N. resolution.

Ms. Short stunned Downing Street with an ex-
traordinary attack on Mr. Blair’s Iraqi stance call-
ing it “reckless” and in “breach” of international
law. Even by her own standards of outspoken-
ness, the attack was unprecedented and the
Prime Minister’s Office was reported to be fu-
rious. This morning, there was even speculation
that she might be sacked but Mr. Blair held back,
apparently fearing a backiash from the party
where Ms. Short is highly regarded.

The Prime Minister’s official spokesman told
journalists that Mr. Blair had been “surprised” by
Ms. Short’s remarks. The issue was discussed at a
meeting Mr. Blair had with the Deputy Prime

al quit

Minister, John Prescott \and the Labour Party
chairman, John Reid, but details were not known.
The official line was that the Government would
not be “diverted” from its efforts to get enough
support for a second resolution. It was even will-
ing to water down the resolution.

The timing of Ms. Short’s defiant remarks —
“ten minutes to midnight”, as she put it — was
considered significant, particularly as they came
shortly after the resignation of a ministerial aide
amid threats of more resignations from the junior
rungs of the Government.

Blalr ites denounced her remarks as “outra-
geous” and a “diversion” at a time when the [
Prime Minister was engaged in diplomatic efforts |
to get the second resolution passed. But for the | ‘
swelling ranks of anti-war Labour MPs, her in-
tervention was a shot in the arm and likely to put
more pressure on the Government to seek a vote
in Parliament before plunging the country into a
war. Up to 200 Labour MPs were reported to be |
inclined to revolt if Mr. Blair backed a war which
did not have a U.N. mandate. / {

N
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\’.ﬂ;() By Hasan Suroor
LONDON, MARCH 9. In the first sign of an im-
pending political revolt against the British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, over his Iraq
policy, a member of his Government re-
signed today even as four others threatened
to follow suit if he supported a United
States-led attack on Iraq without a second
U.N. resolution.

Andy Reed, MP and ministerial aide to
the Secretary of State for Environment,
Margaret Beckett, announced his resigna-
tion through a statement on his website
and said he would give his full reasons on
Monday. Earlier, he had told newspapers
that he would quit “if we don’t have a sec-
ond resolution”.

Similar threats came from four other ju-
nior members of the Government even as
speculation continued to swirl around two
Cabinet Ministers — Robin Cook and Clare
Short — who were also believed to be simi-
larly inclined. The anti-war sentiment in
the Labour Party hardened after the latest

British-U.S. ultimatum to Iraq with the dis-
sidents claiming that up to 200 MPs may
join an anti-Blair revolt if there was no U.N.
authorisation for military action.

Embarrassed Blair loyalists were today
doing the rounds of TV studios to assure
ctitics that every effort was being made to
secure a second resolution. Mr. Blair,
spending the weekend at Chequers, was re-
portedly engaged in intensive “phone di-
plomacy” to persuade the Security Council
fence sitters such as Pakistan, Angola, Cam-
eroon, Guinea, Mexico and Chile to come
on board.

The Trade and Industry Secretary, Patri-
cia Hewitt, one of whose own junior Minis-
ters had threatened to resign on the issue,
told Sky TV that the Government was going

“flat out” to secure a second resolution. Her -

remarks came amid reports of fresh be-
hind-the-scenes attempts to force the Iraq
President, Saddam Hussein, to go into exile
to avert a war.

The Sunday Telegraph quoted a diplomat
as saying that the idea behind the March 17

© Blair faces revolt from MPs

deadline was to “raise the pressge\to the
highest degree on Saddam and concentrate
the minds of others who may want to make
a final attempt to persuade him into exile”.

The Deputy Prime Minister, John Pres-
cott, sought to play down the reports of
threatened ministerial resignations saying:
“You have got to put it into its context”. He
insisted the party was solidly behind Mr.
Blair — a claim contested by other Labour
figures who said the Prime Minister was
facing “enormous” difficulties. Douglas
Henderson, a former Armed Forces Minis-
ter in the Blair Government, warned that
the party was going through “one of the
most critical periods”.

Anti-war protests

Anti-war protests were held across Bri-
tain on Saturday while a new opinion poll
today showed only 15 per cent of the people
supported unilateral military action.

Seventy-seven per cent said they would
oppose a war which did not have a U.N.
mandate.

10 mMar M
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Blalr may risk political career

W01 to support U.S. ¢

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 7. As it begins to look increasingly
unlikely for Britain and United States to get the
U.N. security council’s backing for a second res-
¢lution on Iraq, the big question being asked
here is: would the British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, still support any unilateral U.S. military
mtervenuon?

The opinion in Mr. Blair's own party is over-
whelmingly against any action without a fresh
U.N. mandate and there is talk of Ministerial
remgnatmns in case he plunges Britain into a
war which is not seen to have the support of the
international community. But even as his sup-
porters warned today that he would be nskmg
“his political career if he ignored the voices
around him, Mr. Blair appeared to have made
up mind to go down the “U.S. route” regardless
of the political consequences for him at home.

While continuing to maintain that he was
confident of getting the Security Council’s sup-
port for a second resolution, Mr. Blair made
clear that he would not be deterred by a veto. “If
there was a veto applied by one of the countries
with a veto, or by countries that I thought were
applying the veto unreasonably, in those cir-
cumstances we would (go ahead)”, he told a
deeply sceptical young British and European au-

dience on an MTV debate dn Thursday.

Mr. Blair's remarks were|sharply questioned
by a group of prominent legal figures who said
there was no such thing as an “unreasonable”
veto under the international law. “The Prime
Minister’s assertion that in certain circumstanc-
es a veto becomes ‘unreasonable’ and may be
disregarded has no basis in international law,”
they said in a joint letter to the Prime Minister’s
office.

They reminded Mr. Blair that the U.K. had
used its security council veto on 32 occasions
since 1945 and if there had been any attempt to
disregard these vetoes on the ground that they
were ‘unreasonable’ they would have been ‘de-
plored’ as an unacceptable infringement of the
U.K.’s right to exercise a veto under the U.N.
charter article 27.”

The letter was signed by 16 scholars of in-
ternational law drawn from the universities of
Oxford and Cambridge, the London School of
Economics, the School of Oriental and African 1

Studies, the University College London, and the
University of Paris.

Meanwhile, a group of pro-Labour Muslim
leaders met Mr. Blair and urged him to avert a
war. They said they feared that in the event of a
war, the Muslim community would come under ‘[
pressure. ‘




By Rashmee Z. Ahme
Times NEws NETWORK

Tony  Blair’s
bruised and
battered gov-
ernment re-
mained bull-
ish on Thurs-
day about
supporting a
US-led war on
Iraq just

hours after

what is being described as

the biggest revolt within a

governing party in parlia-

mentary history.

- The rebel vote, clocking in

at 199 MPs or one-third of the

House of Commons overall,
acutely embarrassed Blair’s

L

London:

Tony Blair

Blair suﬁe%

in party ov

stan

overnment but did not actu-
ally defeat it in statistical
terms.

On the morning after 122
MPs or a quarter of his
Labour Party joined with op-
position MPs to denounce Mr
Blair’s preparations for war,
the British prime minister’s
senior cabinet colleagues
went on the offensive.

Sticking to the script, for-
eign office minister Mike
Obrien insisted that two-
thirds of the British parlia-
ment still supported Blair.

Mr Blair has a brute par-
liamentary majority of 410,
while most of the main oppo-
sition Conservative Party
has propped up his govern-
ment’s hawkish and unpopu-
lar decision to send one-third

_of the British army on war
duty. Cabinet minister Mar-

garet Beckett said the rebel

major revolt

on Iraq

vote might send the wrong
message to Saddam Hussein,
even as the press, public and
dissident politicians within
and outside Mr Blair’s
Labour Party said the only
message was: No to war.

The House of Commons
vote late on Wednesday night
came after a remarkably po-
lite, orderly but passionate
six-hour debate, largely
against the war.

It is being seen as a per-
ilously low-point in Mr
Blair’s seven-year premier-
ship. Medical similies, such
as bloodied nose, Kick in the
groin and carnage are being
used by commentators to de-
scribe Mr Blair’s condition
after being publicly shown
up as leading the most divid-
ed government, party and
country since the 1956 Suez
crisis, which forced Anthony
Eden’s resignation.

The Times, London, illus-
trated Blair’s predicament
with a cartoon of the prime
minister lying on the Com-
mons’ blood-spattered fa-
mous green benches.

But even as the paper said
“the mass mutiny” left Blair
“out on a limb”, his fiercest
critics insisted there was no
immediate challenge to his

* leadership.
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‘Britain moves new resgnlutvon in U.N.

By Sridhar Krishnaswami V‘-Q said. China is not an ofﬁc1al sponsor of

WASHINGTON, FEB. 25. The Bush administra-
tion and its “allies” are getting ready for
some heady times at the United Nations
Security Council.

On Monday, Britain introduced a one-
page resolution signed by the United States
and Spain, calling on the Council to say
that Iraq “has failed to take the final oppor-
tunity afforded to it” by resolution 1441
and one that was adopted unanimously on
November 8, 2002. While the formal draft
language does- not formally call on the
Council to authorise the use of force,
adopting the new resolution would invar-
iably mean that.

The counter-proposal or memorandum
has been put forth by France, Russia and
Germany, which have opposed military ac-
tion, and are calling for a peaceful dis-
armament of Iraq through the
strengthening of the weapons inspections.
The new process, if approved, will see the
inspections regime running past July 1.

“The time has not come to discuss a
military option,” the top envoy of France

2 6 Fep 2m3

plan but is supporting this idea. But dlplO-
mats believe that if push comes to shove at
the Council on the U.S.- backed resolution,
Beijing will abstain instead of casting its
veto. Iraq as a foreign policy issue is not
something that China would want Sino-
American relations to be defined with. Fur-
ther, Beijing will want other veto-wielding
members such as France and Russia to
stick their necks out as they have been
more vociferous in their stance against
military action.

The U.S. has four votes in the 15-mem-
ber Council that would include Britain,
Spain and Bulgaria. For a resolution to
pass, it requires nine votes and no perma-
nent member casting a veto. Five members
— Russia, France, Germany, China and Sy-
ria — are against any use of force; and
there are six non-permanent members
who are said to be “fence sitters”. These
countries are Angola, Cameroon, Chile,
Guinea, Mexico and Pakistan. And the fo-
cus of Washington is on these six and the
strategy of winning support is through a
variety of means including high profile lob-

CHT MDD

bying and economic incentives.

The members of the Security Council are
looking to their respective capitals for
guidance on how to go about with a sec-
ond closed door session set for Thursday.

In pressing for a second resolution, the
administration here has hinted that the
President, George W. Bush, may be in-
clined to wait until after the March 7 report
of the top weapons inspector, Hans Blix,
and then push for a vote.

According to present indications, the
week of March 7 to March 15 will be a
crucial determining period following which
Mr. Bush could go the military route, alone
if necessary. “It’s time to deal with this
problem,” argued the National Security
Advisor, Condoleezza Rice, at the White
House going on to brush aside the French
proposal that gives inspections another
four months to run its course. J

Senior officials such as Dr. Rice remain
sceptical that the Iraqi leader, Saddam
Hussein, will comply with the latest set of
demands of Dr. Blix on the dismantling
and destruction of the Al Samoud-2 mis-
siles.

XS m




" British protesters storm

oI

7
W
LONDON, FEB. 24. [n a sign of growing public frus-
tration over the British Government’s support for
the American military moves against Iraq, a
group of angry protesters broke into the U.S. Air
Force facilities at an RAF base in Gloucestershire
on Sunday in what they described as a “sponta-
neous” action.

More such protests at other British-U.S. facil-
ities are not ruled out in coming weeks.

In Sunday’s incident, which climaxed a series
of peace protests across Britain, about 450 people
stormed the main gate of the heavily-guarded
RAF Fairford complex and pulled it open, taking
the police by surprise. The perimeter fence was
torn down and some of the protesters even man-
aged to enter the base but were quickly captured
after a scuffle with securitymen. Ten persons
were arrested.

Organisers said they believed the base would
be used by the U.S. B2 stealth bombers in the
event of a war with Iraq. Television pictures of the
protesters climbing over the fence and breaking
into the air base must have embarrassed the Gov-
ernment, which is desperately trying to make a
“moral” case for a war.

The protest came as Labour MPs prepared to
challenge the Prime Minister, Tony Blair’s Iraq
policy in the Commons and a senior Cabinet
Minister, Clare Short, said she was having “sleep-
less nights” over the prospects of a war. Mr. Blair,

By Hasan\Suroor

JU.S. facilities

who is under pressure not to plunge the country
into a military conflict without Parliament’s ap-
proval, is expected to face some tough questions
from his own MPs when the Commons votes on a
motion on Iraq on Wednesday.

The anti-war MPs warned against a backbench
“revolt” and said up to 150 MPs could vote
against Mr. Blair’s policy. “I think we will get
quite a good vote and that will show that the
House is completely divided. it is unprecedented
to send our servicemen and women into military
action when we’re not being invaded or threat-
ened,” a senior Labour MP, Alice Mahon, said.

Another Labour MP and former Defence Min-
ister, Peter Kilfoyle, described the coming vote as
“make-up-your-mind time” and accused Mr.
Blair of being engaged in a “drive for war”. !

He said he would demand an amendment to
the Government motion to say that the case for
war was not proven.

The Government motion will not mention mil-
itary action and simply talk about disarming Iraq
through the U.N.

Meanwhile, the Defence Secretary, Geoff '
Hoon, told British troops in the Gulf to be ready :
for war, which he blamed squarely on Iraq. “What |
is now abundantlyclear is that the choice of what ,
happens next rests in Baghdad. We must... send a ,
clear message to Saddam Hussein: You cannot
win, you can only comply and disarm or be d€- |
feated — the choice is yours,” he said. \



- Britain’s rift with

4oallies widens
114 By Hasan Suroor (0| |_—

LONDON, FEB. 11. Britain was today caught in a diplorhatic crossfire
between its European allies and Washington over Irhq amid signs
of its increasing isolation in Europe at the same time as the Prime
Minister, Tony Blair’s ratings at home plummeted to its lowest
level because of his unconditional support for U.S.-led military
action against Iraq.

A new opinion poll in The Times indicated a disturbing shift in
voting intentions which, the newspaper said, underlined Mr Blair’s
“vulnerability” over Iraq. But there was no let-up in the Govern-
ment’s aggressive stance as the Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw, pub-
licly rejected the French and German proposals to defuse the Iraqi
crisis by allowing the U.N. weapons inspectors more time and
increasing their strength to make the inspection regime more ef-
fective.

In what was seen as a “calculated rebuff” to Paris and Berlin, Mr.
Straw questioned the logic of their proposals saying “even a thou-
sand-fold increase” in the inspection regime would not help in the
absence of Iraqi cooperation.

“If he (Saddam Hussein) maintains his refusal to cooperate, how
will higher numbers help?”’ he said in a speech at the International
Institute of Strategic Studies in London.

His remarks were seen as underlining the extent to which Britain
had broken ranks with the “mainstream” Europe, putting a ques-
tion mark over Mr Blair’s vision of acting as a “bridge” between
Europe and America. Officials, however, defended the British posi-
tion and pointed to the fact that eight European countries recently
signed a joint letter backing Mr Blair's pro-U.S. stand.

They also recalled Mr Blair’s relaxed meeting with the French
President, Jacques Chirac, last week leading to agreement on clos-
er defence cooperation.
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L\{.S. firm on

ne%resolution

C

By Sridhar Krishnaswami V%@ ¥ ihe . That Washingto!l?s/l osing pa-
tience with the evolving scheme of things is evi-

WASHINGTON, FEB. 11. In spite of tough opposition
in Europe and from Russia, the Bush adminis-
tration is getting ready to introduce a resolution
in the United Nations Security Council as early as
this weekend.

The new resolution, which is likely to be co-
sponsored by Britain, will find Iraq to be in “ma-
terial breach” of the demands and obligations
and will seek authorisation of the use military
force to bring about peace and security.

Diplomats and officials here and in New York
are basically making the point that while Wash-
ington and London can go about the new resolu-

tion in the manner they wished, ultimately, it
depends on whether the other permanent mem-
bers such as Russia, China and France — all op-
posed to military action against Iraq — will
exercise their veto or choose to abstain. In that
event, the United States will be looking for nine
votes in the 15-member Council.

The other scenario is the extent of the determi-
nation of the U.S. That is, despite the maximum
diplomatic pressure if France, Russia or China
veto the new resolution, is the Bush adminis-
tration planning to go about on its own with its
so-called coalition of the willipg to disarm Iraq as
it has been saying all along? If what senior offi-
cials of the administration have been saying in
the last one week is anything to go by, Washing-
ton is determined for a showdown with or with-
out the backing of traditional allies and friends in

dent from the manner in which it responided to
the latest Iraqi “offer” of allowing surveillance
flights of the American U-2s. “Iraq needs to dis-
arm and the reason why we even need to fly U-2
flights is because they’re not disarming. This is a
man who is trying to stall for time. He’s trying to
play a diplomatic game”, the President, George
W. Bush, said. Against the backdrop of what is
taking place in Washington, New York and Eu-
ropean capitals, it is clear that what the top weap-
ons inspectors tell the Security Council this
Friday will make the difference between further
diplomacy and a military showdown. Hans Blix of
the United Nations Monitoring,Verification and
Inspection Commission will have to come out
and specifically make the point that Iraq has
started cooperating on the “substance” of dis-
armament, not merely scoring points on the
process part of its obligations under resolution
1441.

That a country like the U.S. might not be still
impressed is a different matter and a different
ballgame. Mr. Bush took note of the widening rift
between America and its allies in Europe and
commented on France, Germany and Belgium
blocking NATO from planning for the defence of
Turkey in the event of a war with Iraq. “France
has been a long time friend of the United States.
We’ve got a lot in common. But I think their deci-
sion at NATO is short-sighted, in my judgement. I
hope they'll reconsider”, Mr. Bush.
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Pradeep Magazine and
Jaideep Ghosh

Cape Town/Johannesburg,
February 10

.ENGLAND ARE likely to
boycott their February 13
World Cup game against
Zimbabwe in Harare.
Though there was no for-
mal announcement, a copy
of a letter from ICC presi-
dent Malcolm Gray to the
England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) was released to
reporters in Cape Town on
Monday afternoon. It said:
“(We note) that you (the

~
,\‘ ﬂ» p\ /n/

ECB) are giving us formal
notice that you are unable to
fulfil the scheduled fixture
in Harare on Thursday.”

The ECB, however, denied
that it had reached a deci-
sion, saying the matter was
still being discussed. But it
made it clear that its appeal
for a transfer of the match
against Zimbabwe out of
Harare still stands. Since the
process of arbitration is over,
the ECB’s stand means that
England will not be playing.

A boycott will cost Eng-
land four vital points and
probably result in a huge

compensation claim, which
the ECB can ill afford to pay.
Zimbabwe’s tour of England
this summer might be 2 di-
rect casualty. In a show of
pan-African solidarity,
South Africa’s planned post-
World Cup Test tour might
also fall through.

United Cricket Board
spokesperson Bronwyn Wil-
kinson told Hindustan
Times: “(UCB president)
Percy Sonn spoke to (ECB,
chief) Tim Lamb on Sunday
and told him that in case
England withdraw from
Zimbabwe, our trip to Eng-

land would be in jeopardy.”

The boycott could also be
aproblem for India. Zimbab-
we, not frontline contenders
from the group to make the
Super Six till now, may be
within shouting distance of
a spot in the second stage
with these extra four points.

Australia were expected
to sail through, beating the
other teams. India would
have needed to beat one of
England and Pakistan, pre-
suming they beat the rest.
But now India may have to
beat both England and Pak-
istan to qualify.

"'"-"""Dlm;w ™me
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~Putin on mission
Sato avert war./

By Vladimir Radyuhin

moscow, FEB. 9. The Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, left
for a tour of Germany and
France on Sunday in a last-min-
ute effort to avert a U.S. war
against Iraq. Mr. Putin’s talks
with the German Chancellor,
Gerhard Schroeder, and the
French President, Jacques Chi-
rac, are expected to focus on
hammering out a joint position
of the three outspoken critics of
war against Iraq ahead of a cru-
cial U.N. debate next week.

As Washington called for a
new Security Council resolution
to present Iraq with an ultima-
tum to disarm of face war, a se-
nior Russian diplomat made it
clear Moscow would not sup-
port such a resolution.

“There is no legal basis for
use of force against Baghdad,
because Iraq continues to coop-
erate with the international in-

spectors,” the Russian Itar-Tass
news agency quoted the Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister, Yuri
Fedotov, as saying on Sunday.

The Russian diplomat said
there was no need for a new res-
olution on Iraq at present, but

should such a need arise, a new
resolution or resolutions they
must “be aimed at political set-
tlement of the Iraqi problem in
line with the decisions that have
so far been approved by the Se-
curity Council members.”

On Friday, the Russian For-
eign Minister, Igor Ivanov, said
Russia saw the sole purpose of
any new resolfution in strength-
ening the inspectors’ mandate.
At the same time Russian diplo-
mats urged Iraq to “take addi-
tional steps toward
improvement of cooperation
with the international commu-
nity and clearing up remaining
unresolved questions.”

- 7
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By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, FEB. 9. Anti-war ral-
lies were held by thousands of
citizens and political activists
in Indonesia today to protest
against a possible U.S.-led war
against Iraq at any time now.

In Malaysia, a signature
campaign against the possible
war move by the U.S. and its
“coalition of the willing (na-
tions),” gained pace, even as
the organisers of this protest
action pledged to keep their
“peace movement”’ above par-
ty politics.

A demonstration of several
thousands of protesters was or-
ganised by the Justice Party in
Jakarta, and the president of
the party, Hidayat Nurawahid,
led the rally in a bid to harness
public opinion in the world’s
largest Muslim-majority state.

Indonesia’s prominent Mus-
lim organisation, Muhamma-
diyah, today urged the people
to remain calm even if a U.S.-
led war against Iraq were to be-
gin.

The Muhammadiyah Chair-
man, Syafii Maarif, called upon
his followers not to take retal-
iatory measures against for-
eigners in Indonesia, in the
event of a war against Iraq at

this time. Indonesians were ad-
vised to remain calm in the cir-
cumstances and not put
themselves in harm’s way by
trying to travel to Iraq to resist
any U.S. move there.

A multi-religious ‘mission’,
consisting of the leaders of var-
ious faiths in

Indonesia, was also constitu-
ted under the banner of the
“National Moral Movement.”
Their objective was to launch a
campaign against any possible
U.S." attack on Iraq.

In Malaysia, another mem-
ber of the Organisation of Is-
lamic  Conference, “Peace
Malaysia” intensified its cam-
paign to secure over a million
signatures against any war on
Iraq.

Said to be no proxy of any
political party, the group will
present the signatures to the
Malaysian Prime Minister, Ma-
hathir Mohamad, on the occa-
sion of the 13th Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) summit,
scheduled to be held in Kuala
Lumpur later this month.

The idea was to internation-
alise the anti-war outcry in
Malaysia. .

According to the Malaysian
Foreign Minister, Syed Hamid
Albar, the NAM would have a

‘Protests in Indonesia, Maiays’g
against U.S. war plan ¢

greater justification to Jmeet .

even if Iraq were to be attacked
by the U.S, ahead of the sched-
uled conference.

The NAM could then send a

“message of peace” through a |

“cohesive voice,” he said today.

Elsewhere in the Asia Pacific
region, the Japanese Govern-
ment was understood to have
begun considering the diplo-
matic options before it in the
run-up to a possible political
showdown among the major
powers on the question of a
war to disarm Iraq of its sus-
pected weapons of mass de-
struction and to deprive
Baghdad of its capabilities in
this sphere.

For Tokyo, an additional
source of concern was North
Korea's profile as a ‘prolifera-
tor' of nuclear weapons and
ballistic missiles in Japan's im-
mediate neighbourhood.

China, as a permanent mem-
ber of the U.N. Security Coun-
cil, has told the U.S. that the
Iraq issue could still be looked
at through the prism of the in-
ternational weapons inspectors
and that the North Korean

question could be sorted out by |

the ‘oint efforts’ of ‘all parties’
concerned.




" INSPECTIONS / NOT THE LAST CHANCE: ELBARADE!

U.N. team to meet Saddam

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), FEB. 8. The
top United Nations weapons in-
spectors, Hans Blix and Mo-
hammad ElBaradei, arrived in
Baghdad on Saturday, seeking
Irag’s “active” cooperation in
finding and eliminating its mass
destruction weapons.

The two officials, soon after
arrival, met the Iraqi Presiden-
tial Adviser, Amer al-Saadi, and
the head of the Iraq’s arms
monitoring body, Hussam Mo-
hammad Amin. Expressing cau-
tious optimism, Mr. Blix said he
was “hopeful” about the out-
come of the talks, while Mr. El-
Baradei said the visit of the two
inspectors was not the “last
chance” to avert a possible war.
“This is an important chance
but not the last. There will be
other chances”, he said.

In an apparent show of sup-
port for the Iraqi President,
thousands of demonstrators
gathered in the Iraqi city of Tik-
rit, a well-known stronghold of
Saddam Hussein. Mr. ElBaradei
said the two lead inspectors
could meet Mr. Hussein during
their two-day visit. Mr. Blix, pri-
or to his arrival in Baghdad, had
said that Irag must cooperate
not in procedure but in sub-
stance. He pointed out that Iraq
must take “drastic measures” if
it wants to avert war.

Mr. Blix, however, welcomed
Iraq’s decision to allow its sci-
entists to be privately inter-
viewed by the inspections team.
Four scientists have already
been interviewed since Thurs-
day and it is possible that simi-
lar interaction takes place in the
coming days. Baghdad’s reluc-
tance to allow private inter-
views of its scientists had
become a source of friction with
the inspection team as well as
the United Nations Security
Council.

Britain’s permanent repre-
sentative at the U.N,, Jeremy
Greenstock, has indicated that
Iraq is likely to allow U.N. flights
of the U2 spy planes, which the

inspectors have demanded, An, .

Iraqi legislation to outlaw devel-
opment of banned weapons in-

ON THE WARPATH: Women members of Iraq’s Jaish al-Quds
(Army of Jerusalem) march In Tikrit, home town of the
President, Saddam Hussein, on Saturday. — AFP

side Iraq is also on the cards.
Meanwhile, U.S. prepara-
tions for a war with Iraq contin-
ued unabated. The U.S. State
Department has ordered non-
essential diplomats and families
to leave Jordan, Syria, Lebanon
and Israel. The U.S. consular of-
fice at the Polish embassy in
Baghdad has also been closed
down. Five U.S. aircraft carriers
are likely to be soon within
Iraq’s striking distance. The car-
rier Abraham Lincoln is on its
way to join the Constellation in
the Persian Gulf. The deploy-
ment of the Kitty Hawk in this
area has also been ordered. The
Theodore Roosevelt is linking

up with the warship Harry S.

Truman, which is already in the
Mediterranean Sea.

The British aircraft carrier Ark
Royal is reportedly close to the
Suez Canal. Nearly 150,000 U.S.
troops are expected to be de-

“olovedin Tran's nroximitv by

February 14, the day when the
U.N. inspectors submit their
crucial report to the Security
Council. The U.S., however, is
yet to tie up the loose ends that
would allow it to open up a
northern front against Iraq.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush'’s special adviser, Zal-
may Khalilzad, is in Ankara to
reconcile differences between
its two allies — the Turkish Gov-
ernment and the ethnic Kurds
residing in northern Iraq over
the status of the oil cities of Mo-
sul and Kirkuk. The Kurds fear
that Turkey, which has already
indicated its intent to enter
northern Iraq, can occupy these
cities.

“Mr. Khalilzad has sought to
assuage Kurdish concerns by
declaring on Friday that all

‘armed forces in.northern Iraq

would fall under the -overall
command of the coalition
forces. . P

. y
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" U.S. finds the going

ENAYY
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 8. Even as the
United States is stepping up in-
tense diplomatic pressure on na-
tions represented in the United
Nations Security Council, the
Bush administration is finding
that the going is really tough
whether it is in world capitals or
New York.

Arguing that resolution 1441
must be upheld “in the fullest”,
the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, said that the Security
Council has to make its decision
soon.

“The Security Council has to
make up its mind soon, as to
whether or not its words mean

anything”, Mr. Bush told re-
porters on Friday.

“This is a defining moment for
the U.N. Security Council. If a
Security Council were to allow a
dictator to lie and deceive, the
Security Council will be weak-
ened”, he added.

Mr. Bush spoke to the Presi-
dent of China, Jiang Zemin, and
the President of France, Jacques
Chirac. Both leaders are said to
have reiterated of the need for
the U.N. inspections process in
Iraq to continue.

France and China, along with
Russia, are pushing this route
with only Britain among the per-
manent membership of the
Council siding with the U.S. on
another resolution authorising
use of force.

French officials have been
quoted in the media here as say-
ing that Mr. Bush and Mr. Chirac
did indeed have an “excellent”
conversation; and that Mr. Chi-
rac took the opportunity to fully
explain where Paris was coming
from in this crisis.

The bottom line te France is
that it is not opposed to the use
of force, but this should come
only after unmistakable signs
that the inspections process is
not going to work.

France, along with Russia and
China, are for giving the political
process some more time. China
is pointing out that weapons in-
spectors in Iraq had made “some
progress’’.

Meanwhile, at the United Na-
tions, while no formal draft reso-

Jution is doing the rounds,
Britain and the U.S. are said to

be working 4n a document. At
the White House, the spokes-
man, Ari Fleischer, said the
process of reaching an agree-
ment on a specific language is
“just beginning”.

Diplomats here and at the
world body are making the
point that the kind of impres-
sion the top weapons inspec-
tors, Hans Blix and Mohammad
ElBaradei, come away with
from Baghdad this weekend
will be critical in setting the
stage.

If Dr. Blix comes back on
February 14 and reports of a
positive change in the attitude
of Baghdad, then the position
of France, China and Russia will
get strengthened.

But if the top U.N. weapons
inspector tells the Security
Council that he still cannot find
substantive change in the atti-
tude of the Government in Iraq,
it will be a clear victory for the
U.S. as it presses for the second
resolution.

Resolution 1441 was passed
by the Security Council last No-
vember with all 15 members
voting in favour of it.

But the White House is say-
ing that this is not the standard
that has been set.

When push comes to shove,
Washington will be happy to
get only the required nine votes
with Russia, China and France
abstaining and not casting their
veto.

TAKING UP PEACE CUDGELS: Several thousands took

in Munich on Saturday. — AFP

to the streets to show their disapproval of war on lraq/
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U.S. ‘evidence’

persuade dissenters

NV v

By ar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 6. In the after-
math of the presentation of ad-
ditional  information  and
intelligence material by the
United States Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, the word from
Washington and New York is
that the next two weeks is in-
deed a crucial period for Iraq
and the world body.

While Gen Powell and the
Bush administration believe
that the U.S. on Wednesday put
up a solid performance to fur-
ther nail down Iragq and its
weapons of mass destruction
programmes, there appeared to
be no new converts at the Secu-
rity Council chambers.

France appears to be leading
the pack of dissenters among
the permanent and non-perma-
nent members and is insisting
that the inspections process
must run the full course, if nec-
essary, through a major expan-
sion in the current scheme of
things, to include three times as
many inspectors from the pre-
sent 100. Certainly, no one in
the Bush administration is
jumping at the suggestion,
which also appears to have the
backing of Russia. But the
French Foreign Minister, Do-
minique de Villepin, did have
some plain words for the regime
of Saddam Hussein as well —
that if there continues to be an
“impasse, we will not rule out
any option including the use of
force”.

France has been joined by
Russia and China in the de-
mand on Saddam Hussein to

wh W) - H R
respond quickly to the allega-
tions of Gen Powell. Gen Powell
has maintained in an interview
that France is open to another
resolution on the use of force
but that there was disagreement
between Washington and Paris
“as to how much time should be
given and what full cooperation
means”’..

A formal or informal draft
resolution is stiil not apparently
doing the rounds in the Security
Council in New York. The U.S.
has not decided in which way it
is going to move in the game of
diplomatic squeeze. One per-
ception is that the Bush admin-
istration, in the absence of a
change of mind of France, will
not be pressing the Council for
a second resolution. Rather,
Washington will seek to pin
down members on a resolution
that merely “lists” all the Iraqi
violations that the weapons in-
spectors and Gen Powell have

talked about in the last two |

weeks.

On Tuesday, Gen Powell
clearly reminded Council mem-
bers that Iraq has been in
“more” material breach of U.N.
resolutions.

According to one media re-
port, the White House has not
decided which way the U.S will
be going about in New York;
and that diplomacy over the
next two or three days is going
to be crucial. At the end of this
period, if it became clear that
France will insist on casting its
veto, then the President, George
W. Bush, will not be seeking a
second resolution authorising
use of force. .

/,/




'U.S., N. Korea
exchange threats

“9 . \> Y\By P.S. Suryanarayamr7 é e~

: W

SINGAPORE, FEB. 6. Thd North Korean theatre of a threatening “nu-
clear crisis” today sowed signs of heating up, as Washington
fired a political salvo] and Pyongyang resorted to sabre-rattling.

The round of warnings and counter-warnings began with the
U.S. Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, asserting Washing-
ton’s military preparedness to keep a watchful eye over Pyon-
gyang even while being engaged in disarming Iraq of its WMD
stockpiles and capabilities.

Mr. Rumsfeld served notice on Pyongyang in the context of its
announcement that “the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) is now putting the operation of its nuclear facilities for
the production of electricity on normal footing after their
re-start”.

Given Washington’s sense of alarm that these North Korean
nuclear facilities could yield sizable quantities of weapons-grade
plutonium, Pyongyang maintained that its nuclear activity “at
the present stage” would be entirely ‘peaceful’.

However, this time-specific assurance was laced with two
counter-warnings. Pyongyang underlined that International
Atomic Energy Agency could claim no locus as regards its nuclear
activities in context of its recent exit from the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty. It said it “does not care about whether the U.N.
Security Council discusses the nuclear issue on the Korean pen-
insula or not”. The second was that it was now endowed with
“invincible might, enough to defeat any formidable enemy who
encroaches upon (the DPRK’s) sovereignty and security”.
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A%@c}d’ IRAQ / BLIX TO SUBMIT REPORT TO U.N. TOMORROW

~ U.S. stress on ‘productive’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 25. In what
seems to be an effort to win over
key nations in the Security
Council, the Bush administra-
tion is now giving the impres-
sion that it is weighing options
of allowing the weapons inspec-
tions process of Iraq run its full
course, unnamed officials have
been quoted in the media.

The * bottomline considera-
tion will however be if the in-
spections are ‘productive’, it is
‘béing stressed. The ‘change’ in
the U.S. policy comes on the eve
of a report which is to be deliv-
ered by the chief weapons in-
spector, Hans Blix, to the
Security Council on Monday
which will be followed by a dis-
cussion next Wednesday.

Mr. Blix is expected to outline
in the form of a speech his ‘find-
ings’ of the last two months.
The impression is that while the
top United Nations official will
be critical of the Iraqi President,
Saddam Hussein's cooperation,
he will not be condemning the
whole process as a waste of
time. There are several areas
that Mr. Blix will be focussing
on — lack of sufficient data,
Baghdad’s conditions on U-2
spy flights and allowing inspec-
tors to question Iraqgi scientists
and officials without much
hindrance.

The top U.N. official has said
before that while the Iraqis had
come away clean on the ‘vol-
ume’ of the data sent over, sub-
stance was lacking. “There are
things that have gone well, like
the access and prompt access.
But there are other areas where
we are not satisfied,” Mr. Blix

told the media. The Bush ad-
ministration is in a quandary on
how much material and infor-
mation it could release on Iraq
fearing that this could jeopar-
dise intelligence gathering
methods. .

At the same time, it has been
helping the weapons inspectors
looking for weapons of mass de-
struction inside Iraq. But if
there is one thing that Washing-
ton is quite miffed about it is
Baghdad's refusal to fully coop-
erate on the interview of its sci-
entists. The administration has
charged the regime in Baghdad
of either threatening scientists
and their families with death in
the event of cooperation with
the U.N. or is substituting in-
telligence officials for scientists.

If the administration is now
having second thoughts on an
early deadline for the start of
military action against Iraq, it is
not only on account of objec-
tions from key allies in Europe,
not to mention the dissent of
Russia and China.

A lot of pressure is coming
from Capitol Hill, from senior
Republicans especially, which
the White House cannot so eas-
ily brush off. The Chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Richard Lugar, has
said that he thought inspections
would be continued. Another
Republican on the Committee,
Chuck Hagel, has warned
against a “rush to war” in the
absence of a multilateral coali-
tion. In fact an argument has
been made that if the Bush ad-
ministration is now contem-
plating giving the U.N. more
time it might not just be con-
fined to domestic and interna-

inspections

An Iragi man (right), walks with U.N. Inspectors In Baghdad

on Saturday. The man met the Inspectors for an apparent
interview after Iraql officials asked three sclentists to submit
to private questioning at the U.N. request. — AP

tional pressure.

Rather logistics has a big role
to play — that in spite of all the
talk of the U.S. forces being
‘ready’ to carry out the task, the
ground reality in and around
Iraq is quite different.

One assessment is that the
ground, naval and air forces will
not be in place for a full strike
until about the third week of
March. By giving the U.N.
“more time”, the administra-
tion may be trying to have it
both ways — giving the impres-
sion of listening to allies’ appre-
hensions and at the same time
giving military planners more

time.

Meanwhile, there is also a lot
of interest in what the U.S. Pres-
ident, George W Bush, will be
saying in his State of the Union
Address next Tuesday.

He will be focussing on Iraq
once again impressing upon the
American people the dangers
posed by the regime in Bagh-
dad. But Mr. Bush is not expect-
ed to come up with any
deadline. “The President will
talk about and provide context
to the American people about
those events that are upcom-
ing,” according to the White

Hniice —
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Britain ready for clash
\,f&f}vith U.N. on Iraq

‘ \"Q g B}? Hasan Suroo} » /\

LONDON, JAN. 24. Britain S
warned that it is prepared to risk
a confrontation with the U.N. Se-
curity Council if there is an at-
tempt to block military action
against Iraq to ‘disarm’ Saddam
Hussein if he refuses to do so on
his own.

In his most defiant remarks
yet on Iraq , the British Prime
Minister, Tony Blair, has made
clear that if Iraq is found to be in
material breach of the existing
U.N. resolution “action will fol-
low” even if others on the Securi-
ty Council try to block it. The
opponents of military action
would not be allowed to put an
“unreasonable or unilateral
block”, he said at his monthly
press conference in Downing
Street .

“In those circumstances we
have said we can't be in a posi-
tion where we are confined in
that way. Don't be under any
doubts whatever. If there is a
breach of the U.N. resolution
that we have passed then action
will follow,” he said prompting
parallels with the NATO military
intervention in Kosovo in 1999
despite Russian veto at the U.N.

Mr. Blair's statement came
even as Chris Patten, the Europe-
an Union Commissioner for Ex-
ternal Relations, insisted on a
specific U.N. mandate for a mil-
itary action saying that otherwise
E.U. might not be willing to pay
for the reconstruction of a post-
war Irag. “I would find it much

more difficult to get the approval
of member-states and the Eu-
ropean Parliament (for develop-
ment aid) if the military
intervention...did not have a
U.N. mandate,” he said drawing
comparison with the conflict in
Afghanistan which “everybody
supported’’.

Although Mr. Blair has talked,
even before, of disarming Mr.
Hussein at any cost, his latest re-
marks were seen as the most un-
equivocal and prompted
speculation that a war now
looked inevitable and the ques-
tion was no longer of ‘if but
‘when’. Senior Labour MPs reac-
ted with fury and demanded an
‘emergency’ debate in the Com-
mons. They warned that if he
backed unilateral U.S. military
action, he could be risking his
political career. “If you choose to
operate outside international
law and you act in defiance of
any democratic mandate, sooner
rather than later the mandate the
Prime Minister has will be with-
drawn by the British people,”
Alan Simpson, a Labour MP said.

The Liberal Democratic leader
Charles Kennedy said it was “dis-
ingenuous to argue that we want
t6 work through the U.N. but on-
ly if the U.N. does what we
want”. The country’s mast mod-
erate Muslim body, the Muslim
Council of Britain, urged the
Prime Minister to avert a war
with Iraq, saying that Muslims
were not convinced of American
motives.




Playing the peace

M@ tune, U.K.
.9 thobilises troops

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JAN. 4. Britain is to step up its preparations for a war with
Iraq by deployingjupto 20,000 troops in the Gulf and mobilisation
of hundreds of réservists, but the Government played down the
idea that a conflict was inevitable and insisted that search for a
diplomatic solution was still on.

A formal announcement about deployment of British troops is
expected to be made by the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, in
Parliament early next week giving a new momentum to the British-
U.S. show of force ahead of a possible attack on Iraq.

However, the Government was anxious to make the point that,
as of now, the military build-up was intended simply to put pres-
sure on [raq to comply with the U.N. Security Council resolution
which requires it to declare its weapons of mass destruction. Ac-
cording to The Times, in fact, Mr. Blair and his Foreign Secretary,
Jack Straw, planned a “fresh initiative to keep open the prospect of
a diplomatic solution to the crisis.”

Downing Street maintained that a war was not inevitable. “We
want a peaceful solution but Iraq will not comply without a cred-
ible threat of military action. Ultimately the choice is Saddam’s,” a
spokesman said echoing the U.S. President, George W. Bush'’s re-
marks to American soldiers in Texas on Friday that it was for Mr.
Hussein to decide whether he wanted to “seal his fate by refusing
to disarm (and) ignoring the opinion of the world”.

There were attempts to scotch speculation that the countdown
for a war could begin on January 27, when the weapons inspectors
are due to give their first full report to the U.N. Security Council.
The speculation is based on the premise that the report would not
satisfy Britain and American who would then seek a mandate to
‘disarm’ Mr. Hussein by force.

But unnamed Cabinet Ministers were quoted as saying that Ja-
nuary 27 would not provide the trigger for a war and that Britain
and America were ready to allow the U.N. process to continue for
“several months”. “You should not be holding your breath for
January 27. You should not run away with the idea that war has to
start in February,” one Minister told The Times amid reports that
Arab leaders were trying to persuade Mr. Hussein to go into exile
and avert a war which could prove catastrophic for his country.
The idea appeared to have American backing, commentators said
citing a U.S. State Department spokesman’s statement that the
Iraqgi leader must “change his ways or change his venue”.
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By Hasan Suroor \(\9

LONDON, JAN. 29. Taking a cue
from the U.S. President George
W. Bush’s Union of the State
speech, the British Government
today hardened its stance on
Iraq and for the first time ac-
cused the Saddam Hussein re-
gime of sheltering Al-Qaeda
‘operatives’ in what was seen as
an attempt to portray the loom-
ing military confrontation -as
part of the ‘war’ on terrorism.

So far, Britain had consistent-
ly refrained from explicitly link-
ing the Iragi government with
Al-Qaeda and only last week the
British Prime Minister, Tony

+ Blair, told a committee of senior
MPs that there was no evidence
of Mr. Hussein's terrorist con-
nection though there were peo-
ple in Iraq who had links with
Al-Qaeda.

Mr. Blair was under pressure
in Parliament today to explain
the nature of threat from Iraq
after his spokesman told jour-
nalists that Al-Qaeda activists
were being sheltered by the Ira-
gi government.

The spokesman argued that
Al-Qaeda operatives could not
be in Iraq unless the Govern-
ment there was willing to have
them, but observers dismissed
this as a ‘fudge’.

Mr. Blair, answering ques-
tions in the Commons, denied
that there had been any shift in
his Government’s stand on the
issue and claimed that what he
had said earlier was that there

An anti-war protester wearing
a mask of the British Prime
Minister, Tony Biair, holds a

mock bomb in Fairford,
England, on Sunday. — AP

was no evidence to link Iraq
with the September 11 attacks.
The Government, he said, was
aware of Iraq’s links with Al-
Qaeda but not the ‘extent’ to
which they existed.

The Prime Minister repeated-
ly advised the MPs to read the
U.N. weapons inspectors’ re-
port which, he said, had de-
tailed the threat posed by Iraq.
Echoing Mr. Bush’s tough lan-
guage, he maintained that if
Iraq was allowed to “carry on”’
developing weapons of mass
destruction he would be a
threat not only to its own region
but the entire world. He urged
the international community to
‘unite’ to make sure that Iraq
was forced to disarm if it was
found to be in material breach
of the U.N. Security Council res-
olution.

N. Korea next

Mr. Blair warned that any
sign of weakness at this stage

y
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|

K harc!ens stance on Iraq

would only help Iraq and make
a peaceful resolution of the cri-
sis more difficult. In a signifi-
cant comment, he said that
after the Iraqi issue was resolv-
ed, North Korea would be the
next to be tackled but he insist-
ed that it would be through the
U.N. route.

Meanwhile, he launched into
a flurry of diplomatic activity
ahead of his meeting with Mr.
Bush in Washington on Friday.
He had a meeting with the Ital-
ian Prime Minister, Silvio Ber-
lusconi, today and is expected
to meet the Spanish Prime Min-
ister, Jose Maria Aznar, tomor-
row as part of what was seen as
a bid to forge a British-ltalian- |
Spanish coalition as a ‘counter- |
weight’ to the Franco-German ;
opposition to a war. |

Besides Britain, Italy and | ,
Spain are the only European |
countries which are enthusiasti- |
cally backing American moves |
~gainst Iraq. |
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~"U.K. summons envoys for brainstorming

By Hasan Suroor w@\@ \X‘) A

LONDON, JAN. 3. Britain is summoning its
Ambassadors and High Commissioners
from around the world for a meeting here in
what is seen as a move to sensitise them
ahead of an expected military intervention
in Iraq.

About 200 envoys are expected to attend
the meeting aimed at preparing senior dip-
lomats to respond more effectively to sensi-
tive events. Many of them will be from the
Muslim world which has been the focus of
the Prime Minister, Tony Blair’s diplomatic
efforts in the wake of the September 11 at-
tacks, and the moves against Iraq.

Though the conference has not been
called specifically to discuss Iraq, observers
said its timing was significant because
many British diplomats were known to be
concerned about the implications of a likely
war with Iraq.

“The diplomats believe the Bush admin-

istration is further radicalising Arab and
Muslim opinion with its emphasis on mil-
itary might against the long-term interests
of the West. Many also share the view that
the Al-Qaeda terrorist network represents a
more serious threat than Iraq and that there
is no evidence of a link between the two,”
The Guardian said.

Significantly, they would be addressed by
the Defence Secretary, Geoff Hoon, who is
in the thick of making military preparations
for a war.

Meanwhile, Mr. Blair has come under at-
tack for “talking up” the prospects of a con-
flict with Iraq despite growing opposition to
it both at home and among his European
allies. The veteran Labour leader, Lord De-
nis Healey, joined critics to warn him
against starting a war in West Asia saying he
should not repeat the ‘disastrous’ mistake
made by the Conservative Prime Minister,
Anthony Eden, in 1956 when he went to war
over the Suez crisis.

e ' INDU

§ JA 203

Lord Healey’s criticism came as the Op-
position seized on Mr. Blair’s gloomy New
Year’s message in which he told Britons to
brace themselves for a possible military
conflict and continuing threat from
terrorists.

Even the Tories, who supporting his har-
dline stance on Iraq, accused him of using
the issue to divert attention from domestic
problems.

“I do get a faint feeling that he is trying to
divert attention away on to the internation-
al side in order to divert it from all the prob-
lems there are going to be domestically for
him,” the shadow foreign secretary, Mi-
chael Ancram, said.

The Liberal Democrats leader, Charles
Kennedy, said there were issues of greater
concern to the people than going to war
with Iraq.

He wanted Mr. Blair to clarify under what
circumstances would Britain agree to join a
U.S.-led attack.
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