“Beijing-Dhaka axis
Delhi musgt‘l;mmtor o~ erall strategic pattera

hat Bangladesh prime minister, Begum Khaleda ng has

signed an umbrella defence cooperation agreement with
President Jiang Zemin in Beijing should not be tied too
closely with the recent downturn in relations between India
and. Bangladesh. Beijing has been for quite some time the
largest supplier of weapons and training to the Bangladeshi
military, a relationship sought to be institutionalised by the
current agreement. To a certain extent it is understandable
that Dhaka should seek to balance Indian economic and
military dominance over the region by dealing with Beijing.
But Dhaka has been unnecessarily peev1sh about entering .
into mutually beneficial trade and transit agreements with
New Delhi, whether with regard to selling gas to India or
allowing road and rail connections to the Northeast, all of
which, together with Islamabad’s proxy war in Kashmir and
stonewalling of any economic cooperation with India, has
been a ticklish issue for some time and made SAARC
something of a non-starter.

What is worrying is the pattern revealed here, whereby
India’s neighbours such as Pakistan, Banhgladesh and
Myanmar are keener to enter into economic and strategic
cooperation pacts with Beijing than with Delhi, especially
when put together with official Chinese doctrine that India
is the hegemon in South Asia and needs to be countered by
propping up its neighbours. Beijing is willing to expend a lot
of treasure in doing so — for example, it has just announced
a $58.21 million loan on soft terms besides spending another
$198 million on the first phase of huilding a multipurpose
deep-water port in Gwadar. Baluchistan, which will enable
Beijing to keep an eye on Indian and US ships in the
Arabian Sea. Beijing is also helping Myanmar expand its
naval facilities on the Great Coco Island, the quid pro quo
being. apart from a berthing place for the Chinese navy just
off the Andamans, a major signals intelligence facility in the
Bay of Bengal.

Beijing unlike Delhi, thinks long-term, and China;s faster
economic growth enables Beijing to project military power
at a qu1c‘ker pace. Delhi will be slowly hemmed in from all
sides in its own neighbourhood. The best way to cut the
Gordian knot may be to arrive at an understanding with
Beijing itself, whereby Delhi gives up on some non-essential
interests in order to secure essential ones. A non-essential
interest would be its territorial claims in the Aksai Chin
region, a barren area where India never had much of a
tochold but which Beijing considers essential for securing
Tibet. Essential interests would be terminating Beijing’s
nuclear cooperation with Islamabad, and accepting Sikkim
and Arunachal Pradesh as Indian territory. With some astute
diplomacy Delhi ought to be able to convince Beijing that
greater advantages will accrue to it from, for example, access
to Indian markets, rather than dubious nuclear deals with
Islamabad bound to receive greater scrutiny in a post 9/11
atmosphere.
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Statasman News Service
DHAKA, Dec. 1&. —
Bangladesh today released
two journalists of Channel-4,
Italian-born Leopoldo Bruno
Sorrentino and Ms Zaiba
Naz Malik, a British national
of Pakistani origin. They
were arrested on 25 Nov-
ember on charges of sedition.

A foreign office spokes-
person said the journalists
were not released following
international pressure, but
in an “extraordinary ges-
ture” of the government. He
said the scribes had admitted
to entering the country using
false professional identities
and that they had apologised
for their deception.

“They (the scribes) said
they were probing charges
of Al-Qaida/Taliban acti-
vities in Bangladesh, but
found no evidence to sup-
port the allegations. They
said they saw clear evidence
of religious tolerance and
communal harmony in
Bangladesh,” a foreign
office press release said.

Both the journalists along
with Channel-4 and Men-
torn Production Company,
UK, have given an un-
dertaking not to malign
Bangladesh on “false grou-
nds”, the press release said.

To a guestion on the fate
of a local journalist detained
for helping the foreigners,
the spokesperson said their
cases would be dealt with by
the court in accordance with
existing laws.
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Dhaka, December 9

GRIEVING FAMILIES flew black
flags and offered prayers for the
dead on Monday after Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia vowed to
hunt down the bombers of four
crowded cinemas.

No suspects have been identi-
fied and no one claimed respon-
sibility for Saturday night’s
blasts, which killed 20 people
and injured several hundreds.

Authorities said an unidenti-
fied “organised group” set off
the bombs in Mymensingh, a
small town 70 miles north of the
capital, Dhaka. But they denied
speculation that Osama bin
Laden’s terror network might be
involved.

ot linked to l}iﬁgla blasts

VAN

“1... would like to categorical-
ly state here that there is no al-
Qaida network on the soil of
Bangladesh,” Home  Minister
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury told a
news conference.

Zia ordered heightened securi-
ty at mosques, temples, church-
es, shopping malls and theatres
across Bangladesh.

The Government appointed
Sultan Hossain, a retired High
Court judge, to investigate the at-
tacks. Hossain has three weeks
to investigate and make a report.

Police have detained 30 people

since the explosions on suspi-
cion of trying to destabilise the
state. However, their cases were
not linked to the blasts, police
said. Police were also question-

ing 21 theater employees.

Twenty-six of those detained
are members of the nation’s
main Opposition party, the Awa-
mi League. The party called for a
nationwide general strike on
Thursday to protest what it said
were “repressive actions” by the
Government.

Visiting the bombing sites on
Sunday, the Prime Minister said
police had uncovered many
clues and “those who are respon-
sible will be tracked down and
put on trial”.

Police said the bombs had
been planted in the theatres’ pro-
jection rooms and went off while
the cinemas were packed with
early evening moviegoers, many
of them celebrating the Id.

The army defused a fifth bomb
on Saturday night in a theatre in
the nearby town Gaibandha. The
device was wrapped in a plastic
bag tied to the back of a seat, po-
lice said.

Police chief Modabbir Hos-
sain Chowdhury said the blasts
were “the work of an organised
group”, but he stopped short of
labeling it an act of terror.

Muslim Bangladesh has de-
nied accusations by neighbour-
ing India that it has become a
safe haven for terrorists and re-
jected media claims that it has
been used as a base for al-Qaida.

The explosions killed 15 peo-
ple Saturday, and five others died
of injuries Sunday.

AP
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By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, DEC. 8. Tension mounted throughout
the Chittagong Hill Tracts after the former
tribal guerillas expressed serious dissatis-
faction over the “non-implementation” of
the peace accord by the present Govern-
ment and the regional leaders of the four-
party ruling alliance threatened to counter
the tribals “even with arms” if the “illegal
pact” was implemented.

The fifth anniversary of the landmark
1997 peace accord was observed in the hill
districts as well as in the capital last week
with three opposing parties expressing
their determination to advance their con-
flicting programmes, signalling fresh trou-
ble ahead.

The Parbatta Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS), the main tribal body that
signed the accord with the Sheikh Hasina
government, said it might even “go back to
insurgency”, charging the Khaleda Zia Gov-
ernment with not showing any interest in
implementing the accord. “We had an
armed struggle for 24 years. If necessary, we

~ Chittagong tribals threaten
to revive insurgency

are ready to return to the bush war for secu-
ring total implementation of the accord”,
said Jyotirindra Bodhipriya Larma alias
Santu Larma, chief of the PCJSS and the
Shanti Bahini rebels, at a tribal rally in Kha-
grachari.

The anti-accord United Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (UPDF), led by Proshit Khisa,
demanded that the Government should
prosecute Santu Larma for “killing thou-
sands” of its supporters during the past
several years.

The Awami League, which signed the
agreement, said the Khaleda regime, by
stopping the implementation of the treaty,
was “trying to return the region to turmoil”
once again.

Meanwhile, left-leaning political leaders
blamed the Government for continuing the
army’s “Operation Uttaran” in the Chitta-
gong region. They said that by not imple-
menting the treaty, including the provision
for withdrawal of the army from the region,
the Government was trying to invite “fresh
trouble”.

At a seminar in Dhaka marking the sign-

U] 2 W
ing anniversary of the accord, Santu a,
who held the Awami League government
equally responsible for “not being sincere”
in the implementation of the accord, said,
“Now, an undeclared martial law is in force
in the Chittagong region” which was con-
trary to the peace accord.

Significantly, the former guerilla leader,
who is also the Chairman of the CHT Re-
gional Council, with the rank and status ofa
State Minister, alleged that the Government
was patronising “religious fundamentalists
and reactionary groups’ in the hill districts
“with an ulterior motive”.

The internationally acclaimed legal ex-
pert, Kamal Hossain, has remarked that the
1997 peace accord was ‘complementary”
to the country’s Constitution. He also said
“vested quarters” were creating obstacles
in the way of its implementation.

In a related development, at a counter
rally in Bandarban, local leaders of the rul-
ing alliance termed the accord as “anti-
state” and “unconstitufonal” and threat-
ened that the Bengalis would take up arms
if the tribals returned t¢ bush war.

9 0EC 2002
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backlash
on Hasina
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Dhaka, Dec. 8: Khaleda Zia’s
government launched a crack-
down on the Opposition Awami
League after bombs ripped
through cinemas in northern
Mymensingh town yesterday,
killing 18 people, as families ]
celebrated Id.

In raids on their houses early

today, police detained two senior
ieaders of Sheikh Hasina’s party
and two writers on charges of
anti-state activities, sabotage
and conspiracy to destabilise the
government.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
Hasina’s political secretary,
Shafi Ahmed, a leader of the stu-
dent chapter of Hasina’s party,
Muntasir Mamum, a Dhaka Uni-
versity teacher and writer, and
Shahriar Kabir, a writer and
human rights activist, were kept
in the headquarters of the detec-
tive police.

The houses of several other
Opposition leaders and critics
of the government were also
raided. The police said 21 people,
including some students, had
been arrested in Mymensingh.
In Dhaka, 39 members of the
Awami League were taken into
custody.

Chowdhury — who was freed
only last month after being ar-
rested in October — Ahmed and
Mamum were produced in court,
which sent them to three days’
police remand. Not produced be-
fore a court yet, Kabir had earli-
er been arrested in November
2001 after his arrival in Dhaka
from a visit to India and charged
with sedition. He was released
onbail in January.

Home minister Altaf Hos-
sain Chowdhury said the arrests
of the four were not related to
the bombings of the four movie
halls. He also denied having said

yesterday that al Qaida could be
behind the serial bombings.

“How can I say that al Qaida
operatives were responsible?
There is no presence of the ter-
rorists on the soil of Bangla-
desh,” Chowdhury said.

A news agency had quoted
him as saying that the bombings
could be the work of the support-
ers of Osama bin Laden or any
other terrorist group.

Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia today visited the bombing
sites and comforted several in-
jured people. “Those who are try-
ing to tarnish Bangladesh’s
image at home and abroad are
supporting such acts of vio-
lence,” she said.
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15 kllled in ser|al blasts in
Bangladesh cinema Us !

By Haroon Habib H()
DHAKA, DEC. 7. Fifteen persons were killed
and over 200 film-goers injured in serial
bomb blasts in four cinema halls in My-
mensingh district town, 100 km from here,
today.

All the ‘powerful’ bombs blew up in the
jam-packed cinema halls one after another
and within a few minutes after the first one
was thrown in ‘Ajanta’ cinema, which had
started screening a film shortly after 6 p.m.,
the State-run BTV said.

The BTV reported 11 deaths while other
media, including the UNB news agency, put
the casualties at 15. Local journalists and
district officials said the toll might go up as
the condition of many of the injured was
critical.

The Army rushed ip to provide emergen-
cy medical facilities for the critically injured
as all the hospitals and private clinics in the
town were overflowing with the wounded.

This is the first major serial bomb attack
on cinema halls since the one in western
Satkhira district town, bordering West Ber.
gal, a few months ago when unidentified
attackers hurled bombs at a cinema hall
and a circus show, killing and injuring a few |
dozens.

Officials did not want to blame any par- :
ticular group for the blasts but said it was “a ’

h

planned attack.”

The attacks come in the midst of “Oper-
ation Clean Heart”, a countrywide Army i
crackdown on criminals mou n No- |
vember 17. !

LH= HINDI



N/

/ . \/
oliti¢ians write and rewrite*history to score par-
P tisan points. The ruling coalition in Bangladesh
seems to be scripting its own history of the new
nation. It is hard to explain otherwise why it enacted a-
piece of legislation to drop the honorific “Bangaband-
hu” that long preceded the name of the country’s liber-
ation war-hero and first president, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. This attempt to dislodge him from the na-
tion’s historical memory woulid be a culmination of
' the demolition process that began with the assassina-
4 tion of theleader in his own house 27 years ago. This is
bad politics and worse history-writing. The entire ex-
ercise is yet another manifestation of the personal ani-
mosity between the two leading women of the coun-
try’s politics. For the prime minister, Ms Khaleda Zia,
anything to diminish the memory of Mujibur Rahman
is a weapon against his daughter and opposition
leader, Sheikh Hasina Wajed. The prime minister
would do anything to enhance the historical status of
her husband and another assassinated president,
Ziaur Rahman. Ironically, Ms Wajed had done much
the same thing, while she was prime minister, to reha-
bilitate her father’s name and legacy in official history
and administration, denying other national leaders
their rightful place.

Bangladeshis must be utterly disappointed with
this battle between their leading political families. It
has nothing to do with the people’s concern over the
two major problems facing the country — lawlessness
and rising unemployment. Yet another controversy
over Mujibur Rahman has come at a time when the op-
position, the Bangladesh Awami League, is crying foul
over the government’s decision to use the army to
round up criminals. Ms Wajed’s complaint that the
supposed anti-criminal drive is aimed at her party-
workers has already raised the political temperature.
She could now accuse Ms Zia of going back on her post-
election promise of ushering in the “politics of recon-
ciliation”. This is not a good signal for a country where
indefinite strikes and parliament boycotts had crip-
pled economic activity until recently. By unnecessarily
meddling with history, Ms Zia may have provoked an-
other spell of confrontational politics.
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Terror charges

o\

baseless: Dhaka

By Aunohita Mojumdar Q7¢"

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Bangladesh has
reacted sharply to Indian
charges that it was harbour-
ing Al Qaida and ISI, with its
High Commissioner in New
Delhi, Tufail K. Haider,
terming the allegations a
“rather unfortunate and
avoidable development”.

Speaking to The Times of
India, Mr Haider said the
charges being levelled both
by the government and
through the media had not
been communicated to
Bangladesh officially, “All is-
sues between the two coun-
tries can be resolved through
discussion and mutual ac-
commodation. [ndia’s allega-
tions must be verified
through official channels
and discussions and not
through a war of words by
media,” he said.

While Mr Haider did not
name external affairs minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha, he re-

sponded to cha}ges made by
Mr Sinha in Parliament on
Wednesday., saying it was
“baseless and untrue to state
that Bangladesh had become
a base for the Al Qaida and
the ISI”.Bangladesh was par-
ty to UN and Saarc resolu-
tions against terrorism and
would never allow its territo-
ry to be used for any activi-
ties against its neighbour
consciously and deliberately,
he said.

While Mr Haider felt bilat-
eral relations had not soured
to the extent where they
could not be pulled back,
he said what was required
for this now was political
direction at the highest
level.

While Mr Haider stopped
short of blaming the govern-
ment or attributing motives,
Bangladeshi diplomatic
sources said it was insulting
to suggest that Bangladesh
was becoming a new depot
for Al Qaida activities.
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PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Nov. 27: In an intel-
ligent blend of political acumen
and suave diplomacy, Awami
League leader Sheikh Hasina
today made a clear distinction
between Bangladesh and the rul-
ing Bangladesh Nationalist Pa-
rty government, led by her arch
rival, Begum Khaleda Zia.

Criticising the BNP govern-
ment’s political vendetta against
Awami supporters, who includ-
ed a large number of religious
minorities, Hasina stayed clear
of charges that her country has
become a safe haven for Pak-
istan’s Inter-Services Intelli-
gence and militants of the al
Qaida.

“We have seen such reports
innewspapers, But independent-
1y, we don’t have any information
about them. Maybe the question
should be directed to the
Bangladesh government,” the
former Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister said. Hasina was replying
to questions at a meet-the-press
programme, organised by the
Foreign Correspondents Club of
India this afternoon.

Though Hasina remained sil-
ent on the subject, Indian foreign
minister Yashwant Sinha told
Parliament today that the Pak-

'Hasina dodges
¢ ISI ‘tr@%B:M

istan high commission in Dhaka
had become the “nerve-centre of
IS activities”.

It may be more than just a co-
incidence that a private dinner
was hosted by Sinha for the
Awami leader last night at Hy-
derabad House. Hasina, with a
few select aides, also had a cl-
osed-door meeting with Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
yesterday afternoon. Today, she
called on President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

“It was just a courtesy call,”
Hasina said, when asked about
her meetings with the Indian
leaders. “I am a leader of the Op-
position in Bangladesh and
we discussed many bilateral
issues.”

The former Prime Minister;
however, chose to publicise onl
the huge trade deficit betwee
the two sides and Dhaka’s de-
mand for freer access to the Indi-
an market, to the media.

Hasina’s cautious approach
is a clear indication that she
would not like to say anything
controversial here — specially
about the growth of the al Qaida
and ISI activities in Bangladesh,
which have received wide cover-
age in the western media — for
which she might be hauled up by
the BNP.
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PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Nov. 26: Former
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina today alleged
that “religious intolerance and
repression of minorities” had
increased in her country since
the Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty government came to power in
Dhaka nearly a year ago.

“Religious intolerance, - re-
pression of minorities and ex-
cesses by law enforcement agen-
cies marked the one-year rule of
the BNP headed by Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda Zia,” she said,
adding, “the government seems
to have blatant disregard for
human rights and in the name of
purging the society of criminals,
they are targeting political oppo-
nents.”

Hasina made these allega-
tions while delivering a lecture
on cooperation in south Asia
here this evening.

If her attack on the BNP was
somewhat predictable, her argu-
ment that strains in India-Pak-
istan relations were holding

Hasina tips for

~, Pak peace

back progress in south Asia
came as a surprise to her hosts
in Delhi.

“We have to understand that
the resolution of common prob-
lems seems to be hostage to dis-
putes between India and Pak-
istan, which have to be solved bi-
laterally,” she said, adding that a
third country should take the
initiative only if the two coun-
tries failed to resolve their dis-
putes bilaterally.

To support her argument,
Hasina referred to her 1998 ini-
tiative when she travelled to
Delhi and Islamabad to break the
“deadlock” between the two
countries and said that her ef-
forts had been widely acclaimed.

But irrespective of the reac-

tion in India and Pakistan, Hasi-
na seems to have overlooked the
fact that Delhi is not at all keen
that a third country plays any
role in its dispute with Islam-
abad.

In the afternoon, she met Pri-
me Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee at his 7, Race Course Road res-
idence and discussed some re-
cent developments in the region
as well as in Bangladesh. South
Block, not too keen on pub-
licising the contents of her talks,
described it as “a courtesy call.”

A dinner was hosted in her
honour by foreign minister
Yashwant Sinha tonight at Hy-
derabad House.

Hasina is scheduled to meet
President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam to-

THE TELEGRAPH-

morrow and other senior Indian
leaders, including deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani, over the
next few days.

She criticised the law and or-
der deterioration in Bangladesh
under the Khaleda Zia regime
and said the international com-
munity should not turn a blind
eye to these “dark developmen-
ts” and strongly condemn it. She
also claimed that her Awami Le-
ague government had upheld de-
mocratic principles, maintained
religious harmony and ushered
in all-round development.

Referring to a spurt in crime
— such as terrorism, drug traf-
ficking and smuggling — faced
by Saarc countries, Hasina said
these could be addressed only by
an agreed programme of action
and time-bound implementa-
tion.

“So far, the role of Saarc has
not been encouraging in this re-
gard,” she said, adding, “terror-
ist groups find safe recruits in
poverty. If you find food, jobs and
decent living for them, the youth
will not fancy terrorism.”
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“Hasina demands§
‘mid-ter

+ Statesman News Service

day. “The army is virn‘sﬁ/

V'Shenkh Hasina

DHAKA, Nov. 6. — Within
one year of the last general
elections, Bangladesh’s Op-
position leader and Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina
has demanded mid-term polls

saying the government of .

Prime Minister Ms Khaleda
Zia “is now clinically dead”.
“The army being de-
ployed to curb crimes has
proved that the BNP-Ja-
maat government is now
clinically dead. It seems that
the government has im-

posed martial law in the

name of parliamentary de-
mocracy,” she told corre-
spondents representing for-
eign media here on Tues-

running the country and we
are witnessing a kind of cov-
~ert martial law.”

She said the governmen-
t’s resignation “it is now a
public demand” and that
her party is ready for elec-
tions anytime. She criticised
the custody-deaths during
the on going anti-crime
drive by the army and other
law enforcing agencies. “We
must remember that no one

. has been given the license

to kill anyone in the name
of curbing crime.” Hasina
demanded that these deaths
inquired into.

She alleged that the gov- -

ernment had completely
“ignored the parliament
and the opposition while
she called the army. It did
not even explain under what
legal arrangement the army
"has been deployed”.

“We believe the constitu-
tion is supreme and its pro-
visions must be maintained
during the army operation.
No one is above the consti-
tution and the law. The ar-
my too have to go by th
law,” Hasina said.
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/Chgr\g/es fly in

zenana

Statesman News Service

DHAKA, Nov. 4. — Bangla-
desh’s main Opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina has
asked Prime Minister Mrs
Khaleda Zia to resign from
the helm of affairs for her
“failure to run the country.”
“Y o u
(Prime
Minister)
should re-
sign with
honour as
you have
failed to
run the
country

even after LOGGERHEADS: Hasina

winning a

two-thirds’ majority . An
anti-Constitution and anti-
human government has no
right to remain in power .
People know how to dis-
lodge a government which
violates human rights,”
Sheikh Hasgina told a gath-
ering here on Sunday. The
meeting was to commemo-
rate the martyrdom of na-
tional leaders in 1975,
Hasina’s demand for res-
ignation of the government
came in less than a month
after the ruling coalition
celebrated its one year in

the next Parliament ses-
sion and in the third week
of the ongoing army crack-
down on criminals.

Hasina alleged that a
kind of parliamentary
martial law is prevailing in
the country and cautioned
the government against

harassing
\ innocent
people in

the . name
of catching
! criminals.
The Op-
position
leader cast
r doubt over
Khaleda the the call
(efl & that Prime
Minister Mrs Khaleda Zia
had made to the army for-
mation commanders to con-
duct anti-crime drive neu-
trally. Ms Hasina urged
the army to go by press re-
ports to catch the criminals
instead of following the list
provided by the
government. “You know
the names of those who
killed people, raped wom-
en and miners, forcibly oc-
cupied university halls
since the 4-party alliance
came to power,” the Oppo-
sition leader said.
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DEPLOYING MIMTAR’Y
s Knaleda's 39 to Wnarch

T is too early to te ether Begum Khaled ia’s

desperate bid to control the anarchic situation she helped
to create by deploying 60,000 army men across the country
will have the desired result. At least she now acknowledges
her government’s failure to deal with the rapidly
deteriorating law and order situation. One year in office
has exposed her helplessness and lack of faith in the civil
administration and confirms the popular perception,
shared by many foreign donors, that she is unable to
govern despite her two-thirds majority in parliament. She
should know by experience that the situation will not
improve by exercising the military option alone. Already
the anarchy has badly affected the country’s thriving
garment industry and discouraged domestic and foreign
investors. The current anarchy is the result of the politics
of hate and revenge. Teaching Awami League and its
voters including its traditional “vote bank” — the Hindu
minorities — a lesson has obsessed her so much that she
forgot all about the solemn pledges of good governance. Fo:
this she compromised with the country’s “top terrors
whom her party “got elected” in last April’s Dhaka, Khuln:
and Rajshahi civic elections. But her strategy has prove(
counter-productive as four of these elected “terrors” hawv:
been gunned down by their own rivals in the party i
Dhaka creating panic within her government.

By passing the buck to security forces to restore law anc
order Begum Zia has dragged the armed forces into the
controversy. Even the Left Opposition has accused the mili-
tary of rigging elections to ensure victory of the BNP-Ja-
mat e Islami candidates in the last parliamentary and civic
elections. In the past week seven people have died in mili-
tary custody causing public outrage. Even senior BNP lead-
ers are unhappy about the excesses committed by the mili-
tary for restoring normalcy. Failure will cost her de%
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. Hasina blasts secy s arrest_

Statesman News Service

L)/‘,

DHAKA, Oct. 22. — Bangladesh'’s Oppositio
leader Sheikh Hasina today angrily reacted to
the arrest of her political secretary Mr Saber

Hossain Chowdhury and another
party leader and former minister
Sheikh Selim and warned the
army, now engaged in anti-crime
drive , not to be used bythe
ruling coalition headed by Ms
khaleda Zia:

Speaking at a press conference
at the National Press Club here,
Ms Hasina criticised the gov-
ernment for the arrest of Mr
Chowdhury and Mr Selim by the
Army and said it was now clear
that the deployment of troops in
the name of curbing crimes was
aimed at harassing the Oppo-
sition leaders and workers.

Mr Chowdhury was picked up
by armymen from the airport on

Sunday night on his way to London while Mr
Selim was arrested from his residence next day.
Former President Gen. Ershad was also not

Khaleda stand

DHAKA, Oct. 22.
Criminals would be pun-
ished irrespective of their
position or opinion, the
Prime = Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said at a
luncheon meeting  with
editors and senior journa-
lists here yesterday. She said
the army has been deployed
to nab-criminals and recover
iliegal arms and she has no
report -of accesses com-
mitted by the army during
the drive. — SNS

\’O allowed to go abroad when he was sent back
from the airport before boarding a Singapore-
bound aircraft.

The Awami League has called a half-day
general strike in Dhaka on Thursday to protest
against the arrest of its leaders. Ms Hasina

earlier gave support to the army
drive to nab criminals  but
cautioned them against violation
of human rights in the process.
She criticised the government

for its failure to maintain law
and order by the law enforcing
agencics.

She  alleged  the  Prime
Minister was ordering the army
to arrest Opposition leaders to
suit her political end. “We can
feel the pulse and mentality of
the officers and soldiers of the
army who will never want to be
utilised for narrow party interest
which may make them contro-
versial.” Ms Hasina said.

Hasina said three persons have

already died during interrogation by the army
and this raised the guestion of human rights
violation.
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-Dhaka cracks down
\(on ‘terrorists’ P

y Haroon Habib

DHAKA, OCT. 18. As the Bangladesh army continued its hunt for |

. “terrorists” and “recovery of arms” all over the country, the |

¢ Prime Minister, Begum Khaleda Zia, has issued directions to the

- defence personnel to work firmly in nabbing “criminals” to en-
sure peace and security of the people.

' However, as the unprecedented swoop on “criminals” began at
mid-night on Wednesday, the large-scale deployment of the ar-
my, more than 40,000 personnel unofficially, has drawn cautious |,
reactions from the Opposition parties as well as the people. A |
similar army deployment took place in 1974 against the backdrop

. of worsening law and order. That move d.d not prove politically |

' correct. What awaits the present action remains to be seen. |

The Home Ministry issued a statement saying the “joint oper-

, ation” had achieved “a notable success”. |

The Opposition parties charged that by calling out the army, |
the Government had acknowledged failure of the civil adminis- :
tration in tackling the deteriorating law and order. But the Gov- |
ernment, already facing violent protests and demonstrations in
some parts of the country due to what is described as the army’s
“unjustified actions”, said the defence personnel would not be
used against political opponents.

The army personnel began their raids on “crime zones” in all
parts of the country including Dhaka.

The crackdown was launched under “a highly secret plan” with |
the police and cther law-enforcing agencies being kept in the
dark about e move. There was no official briefing for media- |
persons abbut the operation in which “nearly 2,000 suspected |
criminals” have been reportedly picked up. Although it was un-
officially learnt that the army had been given ‘“magisterial pow- ‘
ers” of arrest, the Prime Minister's Political Secretary, Haris |
Chowdhury, said the personnel were operating “along with the : -
police and BDR"” and the arrested people would be prosecuted
under civil law. .



/'fhe Jam\a/wa i

;{mleda5 terrorising the Press to fall in line

Primc Minister Begum Khaleda Zia is torcing Simon Dring,
managing director of her country’s most popular TV
channel — Ekushey — to leave the country doing what the
Pakistani military rulers could not do during their crackdown in
Dhaka on 25 March [971. On that dark night Simon gave the
slip to the Pakistani army, which had herded all foreign
journalists into a Karachi-bound plane. He was thus able to |
witness the massacre and devastation that General Yahya’s
“Operation Scarchlight” had wreaked on defenceless civilians.
His despatches made world headlines  and gave a bird’s eye
view of the genocide planned and executed by the Pakistanis
and their local collaborators — Jamat- i-Islam. When Jamat
came to power last October riding on Begum Zia’s coattails,
Simon and his Ekushey TV were targeted. A complaint was
filed that Ekushey, whose licence was granted during Sheikh
Hasina’s rule, didn’t have a valid operational permit whereas
the attorney general of the neutral caretaker government in a
written submission had said that Ekushey’s licence was “wholly
valid”. The government laid bare its mala fides when it gave
Simon a week’s time to quit Bangladesh and Ekushey was
closed down.

The vindictive action has unleashed public outrage with
newspapers carrying hundreds of letters demanding immediate
resumption of Ekushey’s service and revocation of Simon’s
expulsion order. Simon and his Ekushey had come to symbolise
the ideals of Bangladesh’s liberation war which are anathema
not only to Jamat but also to a majority of Begum Zia’s
fundamentalist-minded BNP. It is part of Begum Zia and
Jamat’s policy to neutralise and destroy such forces and
principles. Already it has systematically weeded out freedom
fighters from the top echelons of the military, para-military, the
police and the bureaucracy. Newspapers like Janakantha which
uphold the ideals of liberation war ate denied government ad-
vertisements. In the last one year three journalists were killed
and 430 others injured in attacks for reporting atrocities
committed by ruling party supporters. Does Begum Zia and
the Jamat want Bangladesh branded as a terror state?

//



e . N
Angécure mingrities
Khaleda must provid\e security N

he recent attacks on Durga puja pandals and systematic

breaking of idols by “unidentified” people in Bangladesh is a
matter of concern not only for the country’s minority but also for
its secular traditions. The attacks have unnerved the minority
community so much that the office bearers of the National Durga
Puja Celebrations Committee had to call on the country’s presi-
dent seeking government protection and security during the puja
festivities. What is alarming is that many attacks are carried out
by newly founded terrorist outfits like Harkatul Jehad; letters have
been sent to puja organisers warning them to desist from “idolatry
and other unislamic activities.” The letters also warned that not
even military would be able to protect temples and puja pandals as
“trained jihadi commandos could level them in no time”. The
victory of Begum Khaleda Zia’s four party coalition in last Octo-
ber’s parliamentary election unleashed unprecedented attacks on
minorities. Hundreds of Hindu girls aged 2 to 65 were raped,
incidents have been documented by Amnesty International. In
most cases attackers are allowed to go free as police refuse to
accept complaints from the minorities. Encouragement came
from Begum Zia herself who when opposition leader made highly
irresponsible speeches inciting violence against minorities. Her
party leaders and those of the coalition partners have “advised”
minorities to “flee to secular India for your own safety.”

Begum Zia is reaping the fruits of what she sowed while in the
Opposition. Even now she makes no secret of where her
sympathies lie. Only recently her government released from
detention seven Dhaka-based foreign nationals of Islamic
countries working for a rich and dubious Saudi-funded organiza-
tion, which was accused of trafficking in women and children with
connections to Al Qaida. Her government has been extremely
secretive about the episode that has made some western donors
unhappy. Somebody should tell Begum Zia that playing the
communal or fundamentalist card doesn’t pay. It always proves
counter productive.

~
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Elected President unopw
W

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA: Prof. Iajuddin Ahmed (in the picture), a reured“’
teacher of Dhaka University, has been elected the 18th k\ﬁ

President of Bangladesh. He replaced
Prof. AQM Badrudouzza Chowdhury
who was forced to resign by the ruling
BNP led by the Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, last June. Prof. Ahmed,
nominee of the ruling 4-party alliance,
was elected unopposed as the main
Opposition Awami League had been
boycotting all elections after Ms.
Khaleda Zia assumed office. The Election Comm1s51on
announced that the ruling alliance’s candidate was elected
unopposed because the nomination papers of the two other
persons were rejected on procedural grounds. /

oo, 0 OF

~



Ve

- .~ Hasina |

) "
' convoy *\
attacked

Dhaka, Aug. 30 (Reuters): Near-
1y 100 people armed with sticks
and stones attacked a convoy of
cars carrying Bangladesh Op-
position leader Sheikh Hasina
and sonie of her party leaders
today but no one was hurt,
party officials said.

“Hasina escaped unhurt but
one car in the convoy was dam-
aged in the attack,” said Saber
Hossain Chowdhury, Hasina’s
political secretary and a senior
leader of her Awami League

“The attack was pre-
planned,” he said.

The attack took place on a
highway linking the southwest-
ern districts of Satkhira and
Jessore. Former Prime Minis-
ter Hasina was in the area after
visiting a young woman who
was injured in a recent “terror-
ist” attack, he said.

Chowdhury said the attack-
ers belonged to the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) but the party rejected the
accusation.

Speaking at a roadside meet-
ing after the attack, Hasina ac-
cused her long-time rival and
BNP leader, Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, of har-
bouring “terrorists” in her
party and demanded their im-
mediate arrest, local reporters
said.

Awami League supporters
held a rally in Dhaka later
today to protest against the at-
tack.

About 5,000 party leaders,
workers and supporters joined
the rally, witnesses said. yd




Khaleda for national con ens

DHAKA, Aug, 28. — Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has said that her government
would take a decision on the export of natu-
ral gas only through a “national consensus”
and, if necessary, discuss the issue with the
Opposition.

The Prime Minister’s assurance came after
the two government sponsored national
committees on utilisation and assessment of
gas resérve submitted their reports to her
yesterday suggesting that there could be limi-
ted export of gas only after discoveries of
new gas resources by the International Oil
Companies (10C).

The utilisation committee in its report said

in order to export und f n rmula the cur
rent production sharing ¢ ntracts with for-
eign oil companies have to be renegotiated
and new deals involving possible buyers sign-
ed. The committee observed that at a gas de-
mand growth rate of seven per cent, the pres-
ent gas reserve would be exhausted by 2014-
2015. If this growth rate is held at six per
cent, the reserve will run dry sometime be-
fore 2020. The gas reserve committee, in its
report, said that Bangladesh has undiscov-
ered reserve of around 32 trillion cubic feet.
The net recoverable reserve as on May 2002
is between 12.04 TCF and 15.55 TCE

It said that at three per cent GDP growth
rate the country will need 40 to 44 TCF gas
till 2050 and 141 to 154 TCF if the growth
rate is on the higher side of seven per cent.

S . 2as exp ort
The conhittee however, in its report said

that “in the event of adoption of a policy of
‘limited export’ on the basis of new discover-
ies, there should not logically be any reserva-
tions about fundings by the donor agencies
nor investments by the 10Cs”.

Meanwhile, American giant oil company
Unocal in an immediate reaction after the
submission of the report to the prime minis-
ter said it was now looking forward to a
timely policy decision by the government on
the export of surplus gas.

“We believe that gas export will help Ban-
gladesh achieve its economic, social and en-
ergy goals and promote countrywide explora-
tion activities, a Uno9cal press release said.
The Unocal has already proposed for pipe-
line gas export to India.

TNE STATESMA®
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MINORITY PERSECUTION

Khaledd's vain bid to cover up dark deeds

BGUM  Khaleda Zia’s coalition government has
submitted before the Bangladesh High Court that
systematic and large-scale atrocities on the country’s
minorities were “family or individual feuds.” The world
knows this to be downright lies. The Prime Minister has
consistently denied that the minorities have been victims of
systematic persecution on religious and political grounds.
She has sought to deny as “baseless and concocted” even
specific complaints lodged by the secretary general of
Amnesty International, Irene Jobeida Khan, as also
reports prepared by the UN Human Rights Commission
and the US State Department. The reason for thls denial
syndrome 1s clear. /?M %
The fallout of ownin the Zountless cases ot‘ rape,
arson, looting and killing committed mostly by party cadres
is not to be contemplated, Already foreign donors have
vefused tu pledge aid un il the government is able to
mmprove tie “country’s worst ever law and order situation.”
Her pariy aud coalition partners are not the only culprits.
he eounity’s former President Shahbuddin Ahmed and
the heaa of the caretaker government retired chief justice
Latifur Kahman allowed the attacks to intensify by
remaining indifferent to repeated pleas for protection to
the minorities before and after the parliamentary poll.
In fact they and the chief election commissioner found
“nothing unusual” in the attacks as this “usually
happened” during election time.
Begum Zia is trying to gloss over the issue by saying that
there is 1o inajority or minority community as all her
. countrymen are Bangladeshis. She seeks to whitewash the
atrocities by holding official investigations which resulted
in “ouly (wu cases to be partially true”. Even pro-
govermimeint Dhaka dailies have asked whether atrocities
reported in the national Press were sheer lies. They also
ask why was the noted journalist cum human rights
activist Shahriar Kabir been arrested and tortured in jail?
“Wasn’t it because he through his writings and pictorial
presentation had exposed the ruling coalition’s
_involvement in the crimes against minorities forcing many
to flee to India?” asked one daily.
Another asked “If what Begum Zia says is right why did
Aiinesty say publicly that there were gross violations of
wiiens ighis of the minorities?” Actually this worst ever
“ob since 1971 would have gone unnoticed
(g datlies had not published bold reports
serivubly ciubairassed Begum Zia’s government.
Except the Press no other institution took up cudgles which
explairs why the government is punishing dailies like
Janakanthe. Unfortunately, Begum Zia has sought to
portray this professional performance as an attempt to
tarnish her and Bangladesh’s image. She should
introspect.
L
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

DHAKA, Aug. 10. — Bangladesh oppo-
sition leader and Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina Wajed today categori-
cally refuted the charges of corruption
that the government has brought
against her and said the allegations
were aimed at harassing her.

“I have done no wrong,” she told re-
porters on her return home at the end
of a four-week private visit to UK and
USA.

Sheikh Hasina features in six cor-
ruption cases including one filed on 7
August on the procurement of a frig-
ate for the Bangladesh navy from
South Korea.

Earlier, she was charged with corrup-
tion for the purchase of eight MiG-29
for Bangladesh Air Force from Russia.

However, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has said that her govern-
ment wants to sell the MiG-29 fighter
aircraft as it is difficult for the country
to bear the huge maintainance costs.

Sheikh Hasina asked whether the
move was aimed at procuring a two-
way commission selling MiG-29 and
buying F-18 from the USA. The Oppo-
sition leader pointed out that during
the purchase of the MiG-29, the gov-
ernment had saved US $165 million.
Eight MiG-29 plus spare parts were

denies grait charges

AT ARM’S LENGH: Awami League leader Ms

o

Motia Chawdury pushe

back policeien during a rally in Dhaka on Saturday. — AFP
— T T

bought at $124 mlion as against its
usual price of $28million.

Hasina defendeder party’s decision
not to meet Pakish President Pervez
Musharraf duringis recent visit to

VIE STATESHAL

Bangladesh. On the Awami League’s
signing of an agreement with the Na-
tional Democratic Institute of America
she said it was aimed at modemisiné
the functioning of the party.
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Bangla forced
to-export gas

Q \

Dhaka, Aug. 3 (PTI): Under pressure from internati \hdonors
Bangladesh has hinted that export of natural gas to India may start
soon even as the country’s Oppositiion parties protested the proposal.

Bangladesh minister for energy A.K.M Mosharraf Hossain yes-
terday said the country will be “economically benefited by exporting
gas. We are going to take a decision regarding export of gas soon. We
have already wasted enough time”.

Hossains’ observation came on a day when Bangladesh’s major
donor, Asian Development Bank, asked it to take a positive decision
on gas export to India from its existing reserve to qualify for further
investment and funding in the energy section.

The visiting ADB delegation told the government that future
grants and loans depend on gas export, the private UNB news agency
reported quoting reliable sources.

The ADB team categorically told the government that they would
be compelled to cancel the $250 million western zone gas pipeline
project if the government was not keen on gas export, the Daily Star
newspaper said today.

The World Bank representative here and several western envoys
have also favoured gas export saying it was beneficial for
Bangladesh’s economy.

Referring to the controversy on gas reserve, Hossain said at least
11 countries have extracted two or three times higher than the esti-
mates, the daily said.

“If we did not have enough gas, then oil companies would not sign.

so many production sharing contracts with us,” he said.

The main Opposition Awami League, the Left parties and some ex-
perts are opposed to gas export saying the country’s reserves were
not enough and will not last beyond year 2020.

Unocal, a US energy giant last year proposed to build a pipeline
about 1400 km from north eastern Sylhet to Delhi which would help
Bangladesh bridge the widening trade gap and also encourage in-
vestors.
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-~ Musharraf
regrets 1971

Pak. excesses
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President, Pervez Musharraf,
today regretted the “excesses”
committed by his country’s Ar-
my 31 years ago in the Bangla-
desh war of liberation, in which
three million Bengalis were
killed. On the orders of the then
chief of the armed forces, Yahya
Khan, the Pakistan Army had
perpetrated the massacre to
counter the liberation forces of
East Pakistan, led by Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Arriving here on a three-day
official visit, Gen. Musharraf
flew directly to the National Me-
morial at Savar where, after
placing wreaths at the pedestal
of the martyrs’ memorial, he re-
corded his comments in the vis-
itors’ boak: “Your brothers and
sisters in Pakistan share the
pain of the events of 1971. The
excesses committed during that
unfortunate period are regretta-
ble.” Gen. Musharraf, dubbed

cide by the freedom fighters and
leaders of the Bangladesh civil
society, wrate further: “Let us
bury the past in a spirit of mag-
nanimity. Let not the light of the
future be dimmed. Let us move
forward together.” As the Oppo-
sition Awami League, led by the
former Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister, Sheikh Hasina, cancelled a
scheduled meeting with Gen.
Musharraf, freedom fighters
and leaders condemned the
Khaleda Zia Government for ac-
cording a red carpet reception.
| A new beginning: Page 15

By Haroon Hab
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DHARA, JULY 30. The Pakistan

“an associate” in the 1971 geno- '
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Pervez says sorry to
Bangla; attacks India

for
g

DHAKA, July 29. — General
Pervez Musharraf today charged
India with “vitiating” regional
security by deploying troops
along the Indo-Pak border. He
said he would talk to his
Bangladeshi hosts about “the
tension caused by the massive
build-up on the border and ways
to defuse it.”

The Pakistani President, on a
three-day visit to Bangladesh,
regretted the excesses committed
by his country’s army during
the Liberation War three decades
ago and called for burying
the past.

Gen Musharraf, the first
Pakistani military ruler to wvisit
Bangladesh since 1971, chose
ironically to record  his
expression of regret while paying
homage at a memorial for those
who laid their lives for
independence. “Your brothers
and sisters in Pakistan share the
pains of the events of 1971. The
excesses committed during the

”

unfortunate
regrettable
visitors’ book.

“Let us bury the past in the
spirit of magnanimity. Let not
the light of the future be
dimmed. Let us move forward
together... Courage to compro-
mise is greater than to confront.”
About three million people were
killed and nearly three lakh
women were raped by Pakistani
soldiers and their local hench-
men, comprising mainly funda-
mentalist groups, during the
nine-month Liberation War.

The President spoke of the
sincere greetings and good wishes
he carried from the people of
Pakistan for “their Bangladeshi
brothers and sisters.” He
expressed confidence that with
“our joint resolve, the friendship
between Pakistan and Bangladesh
will flourish.”

Gen Musharraf was given a
red-carpet welcome and a 21-gun
salute on his arrival here. He was
received at the airport by the
Prime Minister, Begum Khaleda
Zia, and Acting President, /Mr

period are
he wrote in the
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massing border
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Jamiruddin Sircay.

A number of Bangladeshi
parties, particularly the Left, are
opposing Gen Musharraf’s visit.
The student wing of the
Opposition Awami League,
headed by Sheikh Hasina, called
a country-wide strike tomorrow
to protest against the visit.

Two years ago, Gen Musharraf
had called off a scheduled
meeting with Sheikh Hasina,
then Prime Minister, on the
sidelines of the UN’s Golden
Jubilee celebrations in New York
reportedly because of her veiled
attack on him for overthrowing
an elected government.

On his arrival at Zia
International  Airport, the
President said the first objective
of his visit was to hold talks with
Bangladeshi leaders to boost
bilateral relations. He said he
would brief Mr Sircar and
Begum Zia about the initiative
he had taken to defuse the Indo-
Pak tension.

China visit: The General will pay
a two-day visit to China,
beginning 1 August.
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Dl&gké Universi
closed indefinitely

Statesman News Service

DHAKA, July 28, - 1n the face of a massive stu-
dent unrest following recent brutal atrocities on
the female students of a residential hostel, the au-
thoritics here late last night announced indefinite
closure of Dhaka University to quell the situation.

Barring the international hostel, inmates of all
the residential halls have been asked to leave by
this morning. “The campus situation has become
volatile and the authorities have no alternative but
to take the

decision in the greater academic interest,” the
vice-chancellor, Mr Anwarullah Chowdhury. was
quoted as saying.

The authoritics deployed a heavy contingent of
police and paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles to check
further violence after some 15,000 students defy-
ing threats from the student wing of the ruling
Bangladesh

Nationalist Party staged violent demonstration
on the campus yesterday demanding immediate
removal of the vice-chancellor.

Yesterday's procession was considered by many
as the biggest on the university campus since the
mass upsurge of 1990 against the autocratic rule of
the then president General Ershad.

The campus yesterday turned into a sea of hu-
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manity as all the students, barring supporters of
the ruling coaliiion, joined the agitation demand-
ing removal of the vice-chancellor who, they said,
was a government loyalist and trying to hide the
truth.

However, the vice-chancellor, Mr Chowdhury,
has said that he would not resign under any pres-
sure or in the face of “any conspiracy.”

Generatl students blame the university authori-
ties for police action on the female students. They
claira that the action was taken to help Jatiyataba-
di Chhatra Dal. the student outfit of the ruling
BNP, to capture the Shamsunnahar hall.

Meanwhile, the issue has caused serious concern
in the government as in the past it is the students
of Dhaka University who pionecred all anti-gov-
ernment movements later joined by political par-
ties.

According to political sources, the coalition gov-
ernment held a series of meetings yesterday to de-
termine the way to resolve the crisis. Many of the
senior leaders in the government felt that the re-
moval of the vice-chancellor is the only way to de-
fuse the student uproar.

Opposition parties, including the Awami Lea-
gue, have already expressed their solidarity with
the student agitation while a section of the teach-
ers have also extended their support to the current
student agitation.
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varsity shut
indefinitely

Dhaka, July 28 (Reuters):
Dhaka University has closed in-
definitely, with Bangladesh au-
thorities deploying more police
and paramilitary troops today
to combat student unrest that
could turn into a national
strike.

The chaos began on Wednes-
day when police stormed a
women's dormitory and arrest-
ed several residents, prompting
outrage from the main opposi-
tion party, the Awami League.
1t has called for a national
strike on Tuesday.

Another student body,
Chhatra Moitri representing
left political parties, called a
half-day countrywide strike for
Monday to protest against the
“undesirable and unacceptable
incidents” at the university.

University officials today
quoted an order by vice-chan-
cellor Anwaruilah Chowdhury
as saying the institution “has
been closed sine die in the face
of growing indiscipline by the
students and fears of violence
which may also kill people”.

About 500 women students
have refused to obey Chowd-
hury’s order, issued late yester-
day, which asked students to
leave 'all halls of residence by
this morning.

They squatted on the street
outside Rokeya Hall, the uni-
versity's second women's dor-
mitory, chanting slogans,
singing and beating drums.
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By Haroon Habib no-

DHAKA, JULY 25. The Bangladesh
authorities have taken all steps to
ensure security for the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, who
is due to arrive here on July 29 on
an official three-day visit.

The Foreign Minister, Morshed
Khan, referring to the impending :
visit, said Pakistan and Bangla-
desh had “historical ties” and
Gen. Musharraf’s visit would help
deepen relations between the two
countries, mainly in terms of trade |
and commerce. Gen. Musharraf is |
expected to lead a large entour-
age, including Cabinet Ministers
and senior officials.

The visiting dignitary will be re-
ceived by the acting President, Za-
miruddin Sircer, and the Prime Minister,
Begum Khaleda Zia, at the airport. Inciden-
tally, for the first time since 1971 when Ban-
gladesh was born, the Cabinet has included
leaders of the fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Is-
lami which opposed the country’s inde-
pendence from Pakistan.

While the main Opposition, the Awami
League, has decided not to meet Gen.

forcs.

gainst Musharraf visit

nisations and a few freedom fighters’ asso-

P8 ciations have announced plans to stage

demonstrations protesting against the
visit.
Begum Khaleda Zia and Gen. Musharraf

, will have official talks on July 30 when the

two leaders would discuss bilateral, region-
al and international issues, a Foreign Office

s source said. Three agreements on econom-

ic and cultural fronts are also likely to be
signed.

The visit may also see significant im-
provement in relations between the two
countries. The leaders may also re-open

I the stalled issue of the repatriation of Ur-

Ad! du-speaking “stranded Pakistanis”, who

Musharraf, the smaller left parties and a
combine of several students’ organisations
have protested against the visit. These orga-
nisations termed Gen. Musharraf a “mili-
tary dictator” and “unconstitutional ruler”
and demanded of Government that it
should ask Pakistan to tender an apology
for its army’s genocide in 1971. These orga-

have been waiting for their return to Pakis-
tan ever since Bangladesh’s emergence as

Policemen try to control students protesting against an independent country. Of the half-a-mil-
the Pakistani President, Pervez Musharraf’s visit
next week in Dhaka on Wednesday. — AP

lion such people, who originally hailed
from Bihar in India, some 1,50,000 have
been repatriated during the last three dec-
ades.

However, the new generation “Beharis”
whose number has increased significantly
are unwilling to return to their parents’
homeland, Pakistan.

Bangladesh is also likely to get duty-free
access to the Pakistan market for some of its
products, including tea and jute goods./
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- Bangla won’t ask
to apologise

Pa
5 Jfér genocide <\’

Statesman News Service

DHAKA, July 25. - In a depar-

ture from the policy of the im-

mediate past, Bangladesh will

not ask Pakistan to seek apology
for the atrocities committed by
its army during the country’s lib-
eration war in 1971 when Gen

Pervez Musharraf pays a three-

day visit to this country begin-

ning 29 July.

“The government never made
any official communication with
Islamabad on this issue,” foreign
secretary Mr Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury told reporters at a
briefing on Gen Musharraf’s vis-
it here today. He said there might
have been discussion on this issue

- within ourselves but no official
; communication with Pakistan
| was made in this regard. The
; Awami League government led
! by Sheikh Hasina had repeatedly
f asked Pakistan to seek apology
| for the genocide committed by its
army during the nation’s libera-
tion war. She also demanded tri-
al of the war criminals.

Gen Musharraf will be the
first head of a government of
| Saarc countries to visit Bangla-
} desh after Begum Khaleda Zia
j came to power. The Pakistani

President had a programme to
] make a stopover in Dhaka on
| his way back from China in De-
| cember last. But it was cancel-
led at the last moment without
| any explanation. The foreign
| secretary said the issues like

repatriation of stranded Pakis-
| tanis from Bangladesh and the
( sharing of asscts and liabilities

'Rsnrm”

of undivided Pakistan w@v./ome

up for discussion during the of-
ficial talks between Begum Zia
and President Musharraf
scheduled on 30 July. Some
237,000 stranded Pakistanis
are now living in 70 camps in
various parts of Bangladesh.
Dhaka earlier claimed $4.5 bil-
lion as its share of assets imme-
diately after Bangladesh be-
came independent.

However, Mr Chowdhury said
the main thrust of the discussion
would be promotion of trade
and commerce between the two
countries. The trade between
Dhaka and Islamabad stood at
$128 million in 2000-2001
whereas Bangladesh suffered a
deficit of over $63 million.

The foreign secretary said at
least two memorandum of un-
derstanding on cultural cooper-
ation and regular consultation
between the two countries are
likely to be signed during Gen
Musharraf’s visit. According to
official itinerary, the Pakistani
President will place wreaths at
the National Martyrs Memorial
at Savar, 25 km from the city. He
will call on acting President Ja-
miruddin Sircar.

A meeting between Gen
Musharraf and Sheikh Hasina
Waged (now abroad) has been
fixed. But Awami League has
said its leaders would not meet
Gen Musharraf although act-
ing president of the party and
former foreign minister Mr
Abdus Samad Azad earlier
hinted that they would meet
Gen Musharraf as part of the
state protocol. g
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Musharraf fow@é;m

Significant Q\r Khaleda Zia's govern nﬂ\’\ﬁ'

he three-day visit of General Pervez Musharraf to Dhaka

next week has ramifications. A Pakistani President, who is
also a military dictator is visiting Bangladesh on a state visit for
the first time since its birth. Begum Khaleda Zia’s BNP-Jamat-
e-Islami- led coalition government plans to receive him with a
“special” 100-gun salute. Earlier Dhaka was visited by Presi-
dent Zia-ul-Hag; but only to attend Saarc deliberations. The
last Pakistani dictator, who was also President, to visit Dhaka
was General Yahya Khan. He had flown to the erstwhile East
Pakistani capital on 15 March 1971 ostensibly to talk to Sheikh
Mujib on convening Pakistan’s national assembly and
transferring power to the elected majority. But what he did in
reality during his 10-day stay was to buy time for finalising plans
for the most horrendous genocide. Not surprisingly a large
section of Bangladesh’s freedom fighters had given a call to
“resist” General Musharraf’s forthcoming visit. Secular parties
have asked Begum Zia to withdraw the invitation for they fear
it will give a boost to pro-Pakistani elements and provide a fillip
to ISI operations in the country. Their antipathy for General
Musharraf is not wholly unwarranted. Only last year he had
told a Bangladeshi delegation that neither his Government nor
the Pakistani military would say sorry for committing genocide
in 1971 and urged Bangladeshis to forget the past.

Actually General Musharraf’s visit is an expression of bon-
homie that exists at the personal level between Begum Zia and
the Pakistani ruling establishment. There are key leaders in her
party and Government who still swear by Pakistan. The Pakis-
tani daily T7ie Frontier Post recently carried an article which said
that the ISI had given Rs 10 crores to “ensure victory of
Begum Zia's coalition in last October’s parliamentary poll™.
The report has not been denied either by the Bangladeshi or
Pakistani rulers. One of Begum Zia's main coalition partners
— the Jamat- e- Islami — had collaborated with the Pakistanis
in the genocide. There are two senior ministers in her
government who led the much dreaded exccution squad. Al
Badr. during the liberation war. General Musharraf never
forgave Sheikh Hasina for speaking in the UN in his presence
about “generals capturing power by banishing democracy™ and
also for throwing out from Bangladesh [rfan Raza, his deputy
high commissioner, tor saving that the liberation war was the
handiwork of few Awami League miscreants. It wil be
interesting to see how Begum Zia broaches the two most
contentious bilateral issues — division of assets and liabilities
of undivided Pakistan and repatriation of 230.000 stranded
Pakistanis still in Bangladesh. Both the BNP and Jamat do not
favour raising issues which will embarrass the General:
cementing ties with Pakistan is more important.

THE STATESNAN

22 JUL 202



pre .
Hasina

Dhaka, February 28 Q)

BANGLADESH’S MAIN opposi-
tion Awami League has alleged
that its president and former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
is virtually under house arrest.
Expressing concern over the
“infringed security” of Hasina
amid escalated intelligence sur-
veillance around her private resi-
dence — Sudha Sadan, former
home minister and organising
secretary of Awami League Mo-
hammad Nasim (MP) alleged that
the party president had been kept
under strict surveillance, thus
jeopardising her personal safety.
“The government after deny-
ing her all security, was now at-
tempting to distance her from
party leaders and workers for
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which she has been cor by
an intelligence net,” heltold re-
porters yesterday.

Former deputy minigter and
political secretary of Awami
League president, Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, also conveyed the
party’s concern to home minister
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury, media
reports said today Plain cloth
and uniformed policemen were
posted at different points around
Hasina’s residence on Tuesday
following the arrest of 10 leaders
of Chhatra League, student front
of Awami League, the previous
night, party sources said.

Of the 10, eight were sent to jail
with Awami League alleging that
student leaders were detained
without any specific charges
against them. Party leaders and
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der house arrest

SHEIKH HASINA

workers have drastically reduced
visits to Hasina’s residence as
anyone coming out of the house
is questioned by intelligence per-
sonnel, media reports said.
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‘Hasina under
‘house arrest

Agencies 5 l’ \\(b @M

DHAKA, Feb. 28. — Awami League has alleged that its president
and former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is virtually under house-
arrest.

Expressing concern over Mrs Hasina's “infringed security,” for-
mer home minister and Awami League organising secretary, Mo-
hammad Nasim, alleged that the party president had been kept un-
der strict surveillance, thus jeopardising her personal safety.

“The government after denying her all security, is now attempting
to distance her from party leaders and workers for which she has
been cordoned by an Intelligence net,” he told reporters yesterday,
referring to the increased surveillance around Mrs Hasina’s house
— Sudha Sadan. Former deputy minister and political secretary of
Mrs Hasina, Saber Hossain Chowdhury, also conveyed the party’s
concern to home minister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury, media reports
said. Plainclothesmen and uniformed policemen were posted at dif-
ferent points around Mrs Hasina’s residence on Tuesday following
the arrest of ten leaders of Chhatra League, student front of Awa-
mi League, the previous night, party sources said.

Of the ten, eight were sent to jail. Awami League alleged the stu-
dent-leaders were detained without any specific charges. *

Party leaders and workers have drastically reduced visit to Mrs
Hasina’s residence as anyone coming out of the house is being ques-
tioned by Intelligence. Meanwhile, Mrs Hasina has condemned the
arrest of the Chhatra League leaders and demanded their release.
Actor shot dead: An actor was shot dead while performing on stage
near the industrial town of Savar, 35 km west of here, by suspected
Muslim extremists, local police said. The extremists surrounded the
open-air stage and fired at the performers yesterday, killing 28-year
old amateur actor Harunur Rashid. The play was part of a musical
show organised by local cultural activists in the Bagnibari village. Po-
lice said Islamists were opposed to the holding of-the cultural show,
which they termed “unlslamic”.
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