r,,\ lgnommlous exnto Bangla President

he “forced” resignation of Bdnglddesh President Badrudoz-
za Chqwdhury is an ominous portent not only for Begum
Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist Party-led coalition gov-
ernment but also for the country’s democratic institutions and
political stability. He was until December last number two to
prime minister Khaleda Zia in the BNP parliamentary party and
known to be a “personal loyalist™ of President Ziaur Rahamn.
This was the first time the country’s President was asked to go
by his own party which only eight months ago elected him
unopposed. But once elected he, to his credit, sought to project
an impartial image. Disregarding protocol and party whip he
called on senior Awami League leaders and had a book
published which highlighted the “frailties of character”™ of BNP
lcaders. But his “worst crime” was not to visit Ziaur Rhaman's
grave on the slain president’s death anniversary and his refusal
to acknowledge him as “the leader™ who declared Bangladesh’s
independence in March 1971. His recent remark thdt failure to
control the present anarchy would result in the country’s social
and economic collapse was the proverbial last straw. This was
viewed as “treachery” both by Begum Zia and her son Tareq
Rahman who organised swift removal. BNP MPs at the
parliamentary party meeting who said that the President’s
failure to visit Ziaur Rahman’s grave could hardly be termed
reason for impeachment and resignation were “silenced”.
Actually both mother and son were scared of President Bad-
rudozza-emerging as an alternative power centre. Disaffection is

growing in the party because of what is contemptuously des-

cribed as paribartantra or family rule. Tareq and Begum Zia’s
brother retired Major Iskander are openly accused of being-ex-
tra-constitutional authorities at whose bidding sweeping chan-
ges and dismissals are made in the bureaucracy. In the military
about 222 officers including 13 major generals and naval and air
commodores have been sent packing: many freedom fighters
had been promoted during Sheikh Hasina’s rule. In an
unprecedented move the army chief Lt Genl Haroon ar Rashid
was compulsorily retired 16 months ahead of his three year term
for being a freedom fighter and “close” to President Badrudoz-
. za. Directives to the army chief to retire and President Badru-
dozza to resign are linked. Their humiliating exit has labelled
Begum Zia’s government as intolerant and divisive and tarnish-
ed its image. There is considerable anxiety in Bangladesh that
both mother and son have undermined the authority of institu-

tions, including the presidency and the military. Tareq’s induc- _

tion in the ruling party will trigger a fresh realignment of forces.
A sure recipe for troubled times ahead for Begum Zia. /
/
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BNP shows door
to President

Dhaka, June 20 (Agencies): The
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) asked the country’s
figurehead president today to re-
sign immediately because law-
makers had lost confidence in
him, the official BSS news
agency said.

President A.QM. Badrud-
doza Chowdhury’s son said his
father would resign tomorrow.

“The BNP parliamentary
party today urged A.Q.M.
Badruddoza
Chowdhury to
immediately
resign from
the office of
the presi-
dent,” the
agency said.

The BNP,
headed by
Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda >
Bangladesh

Zia, decided at .
a meeting President
today to ask Chowdhury

the president

to resign as the“BNP lawmakers
have lost confidence in him,” the
news agency said but gave no
other details.

“He (the president) will defi-
nitely honour the party deci-
sion,” Chowdhury’s son Mahi, a
BNP lawmaker, said.

The BNP chief whip in par-
liament, Khandaker Delwar
Hossain, said the party’s lack of
confidence in Chowdhury has
been conveyed to the president.

BNP lawmakers attacked
Chowdhury for not visiting the
grave of Zia ur-Rahman, who
ruled Bangladesh between 1975
and 1980, on the party founder’s
21st death anniversary last
month. The President also failed
to mention in his official mes-
sage on Rahman’s contribution
to Bangladesh’s liberation war.

Chowdhury was elected pres-
ident uncontested for a five-year
term on November 14 last year
on nomination from the BNP,
which in alliance with three
other rightist parties, came to
power in the October general
elections. The centrist Awami
League of former Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, which lost

the elections, has since boy- B

cotted parliament.




/’B;g;l;glel opp threatens

W&‘\’series of strikes

e \0O  AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE \ L

DHAKA, June 15. — Police in Bangladesh todpy laid siege
to a Dhaka office of the main opposition Awlami League
ahead of a planned strike, witnesses said. The development
came amid reports that several opposition members were
being rounded up.

Police prevented activists from staging a march to beef up
support for tomorrow's strike, called to protest the recently
announced budget, the witnesses said. A vehicle was
damaged by angry protestors. There were no immediate
reports of injuries or arrests.

The Prothom:.Alo daily reported today that police had
started rounding up opposition leaders and activists ahead
of the strike.

Police told the daily that the arrests were aimed at
preventing any law and order problems during the
stoppage, which was originally called for today, but moved
to tomorrow to prevent school tests being disrupted.

A ban was also been imposed from Saturday on torch-light
marches “to safeguard people's life and property,” police
said. Awami League today threatened further strikes if
their supporters were arrested or prevented from taking
part in demonstrations, amid reports that some were being
rounded up.

Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina Wajed told reporters
today: “We will no more tolerate any torture, we will extend
the strike by a day or more if torture and repression on our
workers are intensified,” she said. The Awami League says
the 2002-2003 budget, which was proposed te parliament
last week, is “anti-poor and pro-rich®. The party has
decided to end an eight-month boycott of the parliament to
register their protest against the budget inside the
parliaﬁr;t/’l”he party, with 58 MPs, has boycotted the 300-

seat parligment since last October’s elections.
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‘Bangla replaces army chief

DHAKA, June 12. - Begum Khaleda Zia’s
government has given marching orders to
incumbent Chief of Army Staff Harun-ar-
Rashid and replaced him by Major Gen
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury.

Maj Gen Chowdhury, currently serving
as Bangladeshi ambassador to the United
Arab Emirates, has been appointed for a
three-year term with effect from 16 June
and has also been promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant General effective from the
same date, BSS news agency quoted an of-

ficial release as saying. \

Lt Gen Rashid was appointed for] three
years in December 2000 by the prpvious
government of Sheikh Hasina Wajed.

According to the official release, Gen
Harun will get all retirement benefits as
per rule, but some media reports said he
might be given a diplomatic job.

Awami to end boycott:The long political im-
passe in Bangladesh inched nearer to an
end after the main opposition Awami Lea-
gue said it would lift its eight-month long
Parliamentary boycott. AL “decided in prin-
ciple” to join parliament but said it would
wait a few days before announcing the dates.

e
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Mmormes persecuted Iin

DHAKA, MAY 29. Amnesty Internationd, the
international human rights watchdogyin its
annual report 2001, has alleged widespread
persecution and ill-treatment of minority
communities, women and custodial deaths
in Bangladesh before and after the last
year's general election.

The annual report was released simulta-
neously from 56 countries on human rights
during 2001. The report on Bangladesh was
released here on Tuesday.

The report alleged attacks on minority
communities, particularly Hindus, and cus-
todial torture by police and armed forces in
the country. While commenting on reli-
gious persecution, the Al report said hun-
dreds of Hindu families were reportedly
subjected to violent attacks including rape,
beating and the burning of their property
following last October’s election.

The Khaleda Zia Government did not,
however, accept the charge. While admit-
ting some of the incidents, the BNP and Ja-
maat-e-islami-led coalition Government
said the criminal acts were carried out by its

political opponents. “They (the Hindus)
were allegedly attacked by BNP supporters
because of their perceived support for the
Awami League”(which lost the election) ,
the Amnesty International said adding,
“several Hindus were reportedly killed and
Hindu women raped and their houses
burnt. Hundreds of Hindu families were
driven off their homes. About 150 people
were killed in political violence before the
elections,” the report said and urged the
Government to bring to justice the perpe-
trators of these attacks.

As a signatory to the International Con-
vention on Elimination of All Forms Dis-
crimination  Against  Women, the
Government is required to take steps to
eliminate discrimination against women, it
said. “Hindus came under attacks by mem-
bers of the BNP-led alliance before the elec-
tion also, since it was perceived that they
would vote for Awami League”, the report
said adding “the backlash after the election
was systematic and severe”.

The report observed that the police failed
to take effective measures to protect the mi-
norities. Though some arrests were made,

Bangladesh’

most of the perpetrators were not brought
to justice. No information was also provid-
ed about an official investigation into the
atrocities as promised. The failure of the
police to investigate and take legal action
against perpetrators of violence against
women engendered a climate of impunity,
it said.

In repose to a petition in November by
the legal aid organisation, ‘‘in-O-Shalish
Kendra”, the High Court gave the Govern-
ment one month’s time to explain why it
did not protect the Hindus. The Govern-
ment promised investigation into the atroc-
ities, but no information was provided in
this regard, the Al said.

The report also said that the people of
other minority communities also suffered
attacks. In June, 10 people were killed and
more than 20 injured in a bomb blast in a
Church in Baniarchar in Gopalgonj district.
“The authorities appeared to ignore torture
allegations. Thousands of people awaited
trial in overcrowded prisons. In July, large
number of people were detained during a
drive to recover unlawful weapons, forcing
prisoners to take turns to lie down to sleep™
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‘Dhaka seéks more

“trade .concessions
)(\9 “Wn Habib ﬁ |

DHAKA, MAY 5. The Bangladesh Commerce Ministry a§said the
Indian announcement to allow duty-free access to 13 kategories of
Bangladesh products “did not contain export potentigl items”. Of-
ficials in the Ministry of Commerce and its allied bod#es said India
had not shown “any intention” to provide access to Bangladeshi
products even a month after the last round of trade talks.

“The Indian authorities have allowed duty-free access to 12
Bangladeshi products under 13 categories although we have 120
high potential items under 25 categories”’, a Commerce Ministry
statement said on Saturday. It said the Indian side split the 13
categories into 16, which did not include all items under the cate- ;
gories. z

Senior officials, who attended the Commerce Secretary-level |
talks between the two neighbours in Dhaka last month, said items |
having high export potential were not included in the “‘offered list”
provided by India. “What is the problem if they (India) accept our
list of 25 category products? We had a very bitter experience with
India regarding our lead acid battery export”’, the Commerce Sec-
retary, Suhel Ahmed, said at a press briefing. ‘

He refuted Indian claims that Bangladesh did not have the ca- |
pacity to export items in its list because of its narrow export base. !

“It is true that our export basket is narrow. Still, we export goods
worth around $3 billion to the European Union and $2.5 billion to |
the U.S.”, Mr. Ahmed, who led the Bangladesh team in the talks,
said. “We hope that India would look at the huge trade gap it has ;
with Bangladesh and give us a meaningful concession”.

There is a huge cumulative trade gap between Bangladesh and -
India since the country’s independence in 1971.

Had India given duty-free access to all the items under 25 cate- |
gories as demanded by it and removed all non-tariff and para-tariff |
barriers, Bangladesh exports would have increased reducing the :
gap to a tolerable limit, the officials said. I

They said the business community was astonished when India '
wanted trade facilities from Bangladesh although it maintained a °
huge trade balance in its favour. According to the Ministry, the
country’s trade gap with India was $150 million in 1990-91, which '
soared to over $1 billion in 2000-01.

Mr. Ahmed said the next round of trade taltks would be held this

year.
L “Talks will continue and Bangladesh will demand preferential
| treatment as a least developed country”’.

-



Minorities:

By Haroon Habib ‘)z)

DHAKA, MAY 1. Rejecting suggest-
ions by the U.S. Congressman,
Benjamin Gillman, that reli-
gious minorities in Bangladesh
are subjected to repression un-
der the patronage of the ruling
Bangladesh  National Party
(BNP) alliance, the Foreign
Minister, Morshed Khan, has
denied the charge, saying that
there is “no minority problem
in Bangladesh”.

At a seminar in New York on
Sunday, Mr. Gillman, Chairman

of the U.S. Congressional South
Asian Affairs Committee and
the co-chairman of the Bangla-
desh Caucus, demanded of the
Bangladeshi Prime Minister,
Begum Khaleda Zia, a new law
ensuring the security of minor-
ity members as well as a com-
mittee to  investigate the
allegations of “large-scale” mi-
nority repression.

The seminar, which was or-
ganised by expatriate members
of Bangladesh’s minority com-
munities, was also addressed by
several leading U.S. politicians
who have expressed “concern”
over the alleged persecutions.

When his attention was
drawn to the allegations, Mr.
Khan maintained that all citi-
zens were treated equal under
the law in Bangladesh and that
there was no religious discrimi-
nation. “Therefore, the question
of enacting a new law in this re-
gard did not arise”, he said. He
also rejected Mr. Glllman s alle-
gation that the members of the
minority community in Bangla-
desh were being tortured under
the patronage of the BNP
alliance.

Mr. Gillman told the seminar
that after reading reports by
Amnesty International and Hu-
man Rights Watch, he wrote a
letter to Ms. Khaleda Zia, but

Dha g r kects

did not receiye a response. Lat-
er, he said, the Bangladesh Am-
bassador in i
him a letter,
explanations
on facts”.
Meanwhile, human rights or-
ganisations, Opposition politic-
ians, lawyers and journalists
have visited sites where a Budd-
hist monk and a Hindu priest
were brutally killed recently in
their religious centres. The
monk, Gyanjyoti Mahathero,
was killed by a group of masked
men on April 21, while the
priest, Madan Gopal Goshwa-
mi, was murdered last Sunday.
Though suspects were detained,
police failed to identify motives
of the killers. Mainstream news-
papers, however, quoting local
sources, said that in both inci-
dents BNP-linked hoodlums
were involved. Embarrassed by
the incidents, the Government
has termed these incidents

L T ey
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charge

The former Bangladesh Prime
Minister and leader of the
main Opposition, Sheikh
Hasina, consoles a minority
Hindu girl Pumima in Dhaka
in this February 14 file photo
during a convention on Crime
Against Humanity. The 2-day
convention discussed the
acts of violence and attacks

on minority communities. /
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~Perilous, course

So , -,
H¥ Khaleda Zia had&; tter watch out g 4

here has been no let up in killing, kidnapping and rape even

three weeks into Khaleda Zia’s\BNP-Jamat-e-Islam alliance
government with a two thirds majority in parliament passed the
Law and Order Disruptive Crimes Act, 2002 for speedy trial of
cases of law and order. The immediate objective of the
legislation is to combat Jawlessness which has assumed epidemic
proportions forcing foreign donors including the World Bank to
suspend aid until Begum Zia’s government is able to restore law
and order. The situation is so bad that visiting foreign investors
have made it a condition for making fresh investments. But
doubts persist about the ability of the anti-terror law being able
to deliver as the ruling alliance leaders from Begum Zia
downwards, instead of looking inwards, are holding Awami
League “solely responsible”, Having been justly punished in the
1 October parliamentary poll for supporting terror and also
being the target of a variety of attacks from the goons of ruling
alliance and the police, the Awami League, is in no position to
create the “reign of terror” that Begum Zia alleges. The fear is
that the new law will be indiscriminately used against it not only
to settle old scores but also to exterminate it politically. Already
the demand has been voiced by alliance leaders some of whom
even want Sheikh Hasina’s banishment from the country. Indis-
criminate arrests and killing of Awami League cadres and inhu-
man torture and even sexual abuse of detained Awami League
leaders are proof of the ruling alliance’s capability .

That Awami League’s fear is not baseless is borne out by the
fact that the police refused to arrest 37 “most wanted” criminals
who contested the just held City Corporation elections of
Dhaka, Khulna and Rajshahi as candidates of the ruling allian-
ce and as independents. Alliance leaders called them “our
priceless assets” and helped most of them win elections
although'the police and the election commission had declared
rewards for their arrests. These are grave forbodings with the
potential to land Bangladesh in fresh turmoil.



~~Khaleda ‘backs’

M}peace treatZ

y Haroon Habib Q

DHAKA\ APRIL 23. In her ﬁrst ever
ing with tribal leaders, the
Bangladesh Prime Minister, Be-
gum Khaleda Zia, assured them \
that her Government would |
contribute to peace efforts in |
the Chittagong Hill Tracts !
(CHT) region and urged them to
contribute to national develop-
ment. The meeting, held here
on Saturday, hinted at a signif-
icant policy switch in the ruling
Bangladesh National Party
(BNP)-led alliance. During the
previous administration’s ten-
ure, the BNP had been opposed
to the CHT Peace Accord, which
in 1997 ended the decades-long
tribal insurgency for regional
autonomy.

In the 90-minute meeting be-
tween the Prime Minister and a
tribal delegation led by the Par-
batta Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PC]SS) chief and CHT
Regional Council Chairman,
Shantu.Larma, Ms. Khaleda Zia
said that her Government
would do its best to develop the
region. She also said she would
soon visit the region to see for
herself the ongoing develop-
ment activities.

The coalition’s shift became
evident as the Prime Minister
discussed progress in the imple-
mentation of the Accord. In
1997, under the administration
of the now-Opposition Awami
League, the BNP and the Ja-
maat-E-Islami were not only
opposed to the treaty, but Ms.
Khaleda Zia herself led a “Long
March” to the region, branding
the resolution as “Indian mach-
ination” and announcing that
she would scrap it when she
came to power. Such pledges,
however, were not discussed a\
Saturday’s meeting.

Reiterating  long-stranding
demands, the tribal leaders
urged the Prime Minister to
withdraw army camps from the
hill region and take prompt
steps to implement the remain-
ing provisions of the treaty. “It
was sort of a courtesy call since
we met the Prime Minister for
the first time...We had good dis-
cussions”, said Mr. Larma, who
commanded the Shanti Bahini
insurgents branded as “crimi-
nals” by the BNP. The tribal del-
egation also demanded the
immediate suspension of the
special army operation in the
Uttaran hill districts. “Still the
army enjoys supreme authority
in the region. We think it should |
be sorted out and Regional
Council and Zila Parishad have
to be made operational”, said
Mr. Larma.

The Prime Minister also |
asked the tribal leaders to play a
greater role in the development
process and maintenance of law
and order. The meeting also
considered means of strength-
ening the CHT Regional Council
and improving civil order,
which has seen a sharp deterio-
ration during recent months.




/ Chittagong

council head y
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DHAKA," April 21. = The
chairman of Chittagong region-
al council, Mr Jyotirindra Bod-
hipriya Larma, also known as
Santu Larma, met Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia yester-
day to discuss the implementa-
tion of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Accord.

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party had opposed the Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts Accord signed
between him and the then Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in 1997
to end the armed insurgency
problem in the region over the
demand for autonomy by the
outlawed Shanti Bahini.

The Prime Minister discussed
with the leaders of Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati Sam-
ity the progress in the imple-
mentation of the Peace Accord.
They also discussed strengthen-
ing the Chittagong hill Tracts
Regional Council and measures
to improve law and order in the

' three hill districts.

oIt was sort of a courtesy call.
since we met the Prime Minister
for the first time ... we had a
good discussion. We have fo-
cussed on many issues,” Mr Lar-
ma was quoted as saying after
the meeting but/declined to
elaborate.

Maoists wefe among 11 people
killed in encounters between the
rebels and the security forces
since yesterday in Nepal, a de-
fence ministry official said on Sun-
day, Eight rebels were killed late
on Saturday as they were planting
explosives to blow up a bridge
over the Sindhu river in Sindhu-
palchowk district, he said. — PTI

10 killed in Pak accident: Ten
people were killed and nine in-
jured today when a passenger
van ran off the road and into a
tree in central Pakistan, state tele-
vision reported. The vehicle,



W
mzling the press

"Jr\"(ékhaleda Zia seeks absolute control \

he proposed legislation introduced in the Bangladgsh

parliament by Begum Khaleda Zia’s Bangladgsh
Nationalist Party-Jamat ruling alliance which will empower
the government to imprison journalists between two and
seven years for perceived insults about House meetings,
individual MPs, the country’s President and Supreme Court
judges has outraged the country’s media. The bill gives
members of Parliament immunity from criminal charges

and empowers the Speaker to order arrests of journalists

without warrants. The bill’s passage is assured as Begum
Zia’s alliance commands two thirds majority in Parliament.
Never before has the Bangladesh Press come under such
legal attack and faced such a draconian law whose sole
purpose is to muzzle the country’s vocal and assertive press
into submission.

While the alliance leaders never spare an opportunity to

refer to Sheikh Mujib’s authoritarian tendencies, including

forced closure of some national dailies to establish fuil

governmental control, they themselves are no different. The

home and other ministers have accused journalists of

“exaggerating and manufacturing stories of minority

persecution so as to tarnish Bangladesh’s image”. This has

encouraged ruling party goons in the districts to threaten

Jocal journalists not to file reports highlighting continuing

attacks on minorities- and portray their tragic plight

faithfully.

Some leaders have also threatened journalists with dir
consequences, forcing the Brussels-based Reporters san
Frontieres to send a senior representative to Bangladesh t
make an on the spot investigation. The RSF findin
corroborate reports of Press muzzling. Three journalis

\ have been killed by mafia in the last four monthg.

Leading national dailies like Janakantha, which are criticgl
of the ruling alliance’s policies and workings have bee
denied government advertisements. The government]s
vendetta extends to forcing private advertisers close
Government, to avoid advertising in “rogue” dailies one of
whom had its power lines cut recently. It had to seek legal
redress to get supply restored and resume publication. The
declaration of an “unfriendly” district paper was withdrawn
which was subsequently overruled by High Court. About a
dozen journalists have been sacked from the government
controlled news agency, BSS, as they are considered
“suspect and unfriendly”. Several senior journalists have
been demoted for the same reason. Massive pressure has
been mounted on the private TV channels to toe the
government line. '

But all this did not have the approval of the highly
cultured information minister Moin Khan who was against
muzzling of the press under any circumstances. This
resulted in his humiliating transfer to a nondescript
ministry which he refused to join for three weeks to register
his protest. Begum Zia should have drawn lessons from
Sheikh Mujib and Indira Gandhi’s failed bid to control
media. That this eventually proved to be their nemesis is not
unknown to her. Those who ignore the past are fated to re-

peatit. -
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‘Strike p\ar/alyses
“« Bangladesh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

DHAKA, April 6. — About
one hundred people were in-
jured and 1,000 others arres-
ted in Bangladesh today as a
dawn-to-dusk general strike
disrupted normal life in the
capital and elsewhere.

The strike was called by
main Opposition Awami
League in protest of alleged
atrocities on minorities and
Al workers and the repeal of
a law regarding display of
the portrait of Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman, Father of the
Nation.

Police beat up around 20
people near the central office
of AL and arrested several
others, witnesses said. Pri-
vate Ekushe Television re-
ported a bomb blast in

Chowkbazar, in the old part
of city, injuring two. In a pre-
hartal swoop yesterday, po-
lice arrested more than a
thousand leaders and work-
ers of the Awami League.
The houses of two senior
Awami League leaders, for-
mer minister Mr Amir Hos-
sian Amu and advocate Ms
Sahara Khatun, were raided
last night. However, they
were not at home. Another
report said police made fresh
raids in the house of AL
leader Mr Haji Selim.
Massive security arrange-
ments were put in place af-
ter clashes between ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty and AL supporters left 50
injured yesterday while 20
were injured when police
teargassgd and lathicharged

AL demonstrators.
Shops, business establish-
ments and educational insti- .
tutions remained clesed to-
day and government offices
recorded less attendance. A |
skeletal transport system
was operating on roads
while train and air services
were not hit. Garment
houses were also exempted
from the strike. There were
a few incidents of bomb

blasts in the city.

The AL has boycotted par-
liament since the October
polls and its 58 MPs have
threatened to resign en
masse. Reports said the au-
thorities are contemplating
the enactment of a law to
ban work stoppage with pro-
visions for punishment of vj
olators.

|
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—~Khaleda alleges ‘information terrorism’

H O ‘ \yBy Haroon Habib

DHAKA, APRIL 5. The Bangladeshi Prime
Minister, Begum Khaleda Zia, has
warned of stern action against the
Awami League, the main Opposition,
for “triggering unrest and launching a
planned propaganda campaign” to
malign the country as fundamentalist
and Taliban-friendly.

Reacting to a report on Bangladesh
by the Hong Kong-based Far Eastern
Economic Review, which the
Government has seized, the Prime
Minister accused the party of resorting
to “massive criminal activities under a
blue print” to tarnish her Government'’s
image and trigger social unrest.

She told Parliament: “This party has
ordered its leaders and workers of
different wings across the country,
including Dhaka, Chittagong and
Khulna, to conduct various anti-
Government activities. ‘

They are also sponsoring articles in

- newspapers to go about their ill-

designed campaign”.

Her remarks came during the
question hour on Thursday, when her
attention was drawn by angry members
of the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) to the Review’s cover story,
“Beware of Bangladesh”, in which the
news magazine claimed that rising
fundamentalism and religious
intolerance were threatening secularism

and moderate Jslam in Bangladesh
under the new|Gdvernment.

The Government has lodged a
complaint agajnst the report and the
Prime Ministef has said that those
involved in the “information terrorism”
would be punished.

Pledging her Government’s resolve to
curb terrorism, Ms. Khaleda Zia said
that the army would be called upon, if
necessary, to recover illegal arms and
improve law and order.

She alleged that the past Awami
League Government had created a reign
of terror by illegally distributing arms
among the party workers.

“Leaders and workers of the party are
being organised to harbour terrorism
and create anarchy in the country’s
industrial belts, education institutions
and the transport sector”, she said.

She further alleged that the Awami
League had made attempts to discredit
the Government, both at home and
abroad, by persecuting the country’s
minority population.

Claiming that the campaign was not
credible, she said: “They (foreigners) are
quite convinced with the Government's
performances. They also know
Bangladesh has no Talibans or
fundamentalists”.

She continued: “A certain quarter
stationed abroad is engaged in
spreading falsehood against Bangladesh
and its Government. They are dishing

out untrue and misleading information
abroad only to harm the country and
its people. They are also using Internet
websites and getting articles published
in foreign newspapers”.

The Cabinet Committee on Law and
Order, in its latest meeting, decided to
direct the country’s foreign missions to
take necessary steps to counter such
“evil propaganda”.

Meanwhile, the Awami League
president, Sheikh Hasina, has brought a
counter-charge against the Government
accusing it of turning the country into
a “heaven of terrorists” and tarnishing
Bangladesh’s image.

“The BNP and its fundamentalists
ally, the Jamaat-e-Islami, has made the
country a terrorists’ sanctuary by
resorting to terrorism during its six-
month rule”, she said on Thursday.

She also alleged that the country was
internationally recognised as a “model”
of secular moderation during her last
five-year rule.

-“But BNP-Jamaat alliance has now
turned it into a terrorist country... We
cannot tolerate the way the country’s
image and dignity is being tarnished”,
she said.

The Awami League has reacted
sharply to the Prime Minister’s
accusations that the party

masterminded the criminal offences,
saying there must be some “ulterior
motives” behind the charges,
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/ Report on Bangladesh angers Dhaka

R By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, it 3. The Bangladesh vern-
ment has lodged a strong protest with the
Hong Kong-based Far Eastern Economic
Review news magazine for publishing a

cover story in its latest issue headlined “Be- -

ware of Bangladesh”, which suggested an
alarming rise of Islamic fundamentahsxn in
the country.

In its April 4 1ssue the magazme por-
trayed Bangladesh as “a cocoon of terror”
saying, “Rising fundamentalism and reli-
gious intolerance are thréaténing secular-
ism and moderate Islam”.

The protest note by the Government said
Bangladesh has been considered a role
model for religious harmony. The recent
communal violence in Gujarat did not trig-
ger any violence in Bangladesh and this
had once again shown the maturity of the
people, it said. The headline of the report
particularly angered the Government
which considered it “outrageous”.

Meanwhile, acting on information pro-
vided by an unnamed intelligence agency,
the Home Ministry has reportedly issued a
classified circular, saying that “different
quarters” were trying to portray Bangla-
desh as a nation sheltering terrorists and
fundamentalists.

The mass circulated Ittefag and Daily
Star newspapers quoted the, circular as
stating, “Some anti-Bangladesh™ organisa-
tions based in different parts of India are

actlvely working on spreading chaos and
creating a crisis in Bangladesh to damage
its image internationally. In such a situa-
tion, thécountry should make maximum
efforts‘to improve law and order and curb
the activities of the hardline fundamental-
ist groups”. The circular also said, “An in-

. telligence .agency informed this Ministry
. "that the anti-terrorism drive in Afghanistan

which strengthened the strategic presence
of the United States of America in this re-
gion, India’s stand against the militants in
Kashmir and the current situation in Cen-
tral Asia are having a negative impact on
Bangladesh”.

The circular asked Government depart-
ments concerned to seriously consider a
few suggestions forwarded by the intelli-
gence agency which include improving law
and order and taking steps to establish the
rule of law.

In a related development, three leading
human rights groups said in reports re-
leased to the media that 258 people had
been murdered in March. During the peri-
od, 122 women had been raped and 19 fell
victim to acid throwing. In February, the

number of murders was 336, including that-

of a journalist.

In the circular, the Ministry also said,
“The Government should be alerted
against taking any decision that could trig-
ger unrest among the people and under-
mine the Government’s popularity”.

The proposed precautionary measures

also include taking security measures in
and around the religious places of the mi-
nority community, ensuring the security of
the community and taking

steps to stop trafficking in illegal arms
and drugs across the borders. The security
of foreign missions and organisations and
also of foreign diplomats would also be
beefed up.

A leading newspaper, meanwhile, said
Government sources had admitted that
there were some armed fundamentalist
outfits in the border region. The Govern-
ment was going to take steps to reinforce
border security and strengthen security at
the Rohingya refugee camps in the Chitta-
gong region and bordering areas where
some fundamentalists groups were active.

A revolution is taking place in Bangla-
desh that threatens trouble for the region
and beyond, if left unchallenged,” the Re-
view said, adding, “While the Western-led
international war on terrorism

continues to focus on a few high profile
countries, Bangladesh, a nation of 120 mil-
lion Muslims and 10 million Hindus, is
moving away from its tradition of modes-
ate Islam”.

The report said the number of radicals in
the country had been swelling over the past
decade with graduates from the country’s
64,000 madrasas, or religious schools, join-
ing the ranks. They have been described by
a retired high-ranking civil servant as a
“political time bomb”, the magazine said.

A



“Awami demands

aleda ouster
(77 1) UNITED NEWS oF woin %)\ (>

DHAKA, March 30. — Thousands of Opposgition Awami
League activists today rocked the streets in the capital to
celebrate the country’s independence from Pakistan in 1971
amidst calls for bringing down the six-month old Khaleda
Zia government for “repression, misrule and corruption”.

Sheikh Hasina Wajed led the longest-ever procession
since her party’s election defeat last October as the march-
ers shouted various slogans against the coalition BNP-Ja-
maat government.

“Down with Khaleda-Nizami; Sheikh Mujib — synonym of
Bangladesh; Go ahead Sheikh Hasina,” shouted the sup-
porters while parading the seven-km-long road from Banga-
bandhu Avenue to Bangabandhu Bhaban at Dhanmondi
where the father of the nation Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
assassinated in 1975. Hasina, Bangabandhu’s eldest daugh-
ter, led the colourful procession standing on her jeep, wav-
ing to the people standing along the routes and roof tops.

Hundreds of riot police and the paramilitary BDR were
deployed along the route, but the administration, for the
first time, allowed the Opposition to take out a procession

on the streets unhindered. -
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Hasina sets
terms for v
peace talks

Imran Rahman

Dhaka, March 29 Mf\”-,

THE KHALEDA Zia Governme t
has for the first time invited the
main: Opposition Awami Leagu
to hold talks to resolve some con-
tentious political issues, includ-
ing the display of Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rehman’s portrait.

In a swift response, the Awami
League leader Sheikh Hasina
has accepted the Government of-
fér:but on three conditions. The
conditions are revival of the law
for preservation and display of
Mujib’s portrait at public offices,
allowing the Opposition to prac-
tice its democratic right to agi-
tate and an end to political perse-
cution of Opposition cadres.

Hasina, however, said, “We do
not find:the Government sincere
about holding a meanihgful dia-

\ logue It 1nv1tes us to a discus-

sion on onie hand and mounts its
repression on our activists on
the othier™ She referred tothe po-
lice actioh on the League protest-
ers in the city only hours after
the Government made the dia-
logue offer and said it is nothing
but a political stunt aimed at
gaining publicity.

Earlier, Local Government
Minister and BNP Secretary
General Abdyl Mannan Bhuiyan
phoned Zillur Rahman to invite
the latter’s party to the proposed
dialogue. Confirming his offer,
Bhuiyan told newsmen that he
requested hi$ AL counterpart to
sit across the table to discuss
some disputed issues, including
the proposal'Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia made in Parlia-
ment last week.

The Prime Minister had pro-
posed display of portrait of Mu-
jib as well as ldte President Ziaur
Rahman along with that of the
head of the Government at pub-
lic offices and institutions. The
AL rejected the proposal and
launched a countrywide protest
against the repeal of an act pro-
viding for mandatory display of
the portrait of Mujib.

Asked for his comments on the
AL’s conditions, Mannan
Bhuiyan said he is-yet to receive
an official response to the Gov-
ernment proposal and will talk
about the matter once he gets it.
Since Parliament scrapped the
" portrait law, the AL has been
continuing street protests. Police
clubbed AL leaders and activists
during the latest agitation in the
capital.

Briefing reporters after a
meeting of the Awami League’s
highest decision-making presidi-
um, Hasina further said police
arrested seven leaders of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League, the
Al’s student wing, from the Dha-
ka Central Jail gate defying a
High Court order to release them.

“What can we expect of a Gov-

ernment that does not go by the
law or court order? Where do
they want to push the country
to?” Hasina said. She accused the
Government of pushing the
country towards lawlessness and
destruction. “They are, in fact,
conspiring to destroy.the hard-
earned democracy.” - -
Referring to the repeated po-
lice-actions against her party’s
agitation programme, the AL
chief said the Government does
not beheve in democracy and

S NYLSIIUNI 2

y

J VU A 2(1)2



/Politi(cg of ha
4

Khaleda's des\;;er te bid to n

asi
here is no doubt that Sheikh Hasina’s announcegéi%ialg

all 58 Awami League MPs to resign is aimed at moukting
pressure on Begum Khaleda Zia’s BNP-Jamat government to
stop the repression it has let loose on her party supporters and
the “gross humiliation” of the country’s founding father Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Whether or not she carries out her threat,
the move is a clear indication that Hasina and her supporters
are unable to bear the onslaught. Hasina is the main target.
Her car was recently smashed by someone “close” to a self-
confessed killer of her father. Her residence has rings of
plainclothesmen who question those visiting her. Arrest of
several Awami League leaders from outside het residence has
caused panic in her party. The torture of her former private
secretary, charged with sedition has turned him into a physical
wreck. Begum Zia has now also booked Hasina for
SraltlTiig”” oo staents in police firing two decades ago
when Ershad was in power, something she avoided during her
last stint in power between 1991 and 1996. The murder charge
carries a death sentence. The process of initiating cases of high
treason and sedition against Hasina has begun “as she has
internationally tarnished the Government’s image by highligh-
ting the killing, rape, maiming and looting of properties of
minorities during and after last October elections.”

What hurts most are the attempts to denigrate Sheikh Mujib
and project him as a “funk” who shied away from declaring
independence. Mujib is described as a “controversial politician|
who failed”. Already Begum Zia has got the history of the
country’s liberation war rewritten in which her husband is
credited with giving the call for independence. She is not only
removing his portrait from government offices but
systematically renaming all establishments named after him. By
indulging in hate and revenge Begum Zia has largely forfeited
the goodwill and support which swept her to power last Octo-
ber. 1f she does not initiate a dialogue with Sheikh Hasina,
Bangladesh is in danger of being taken to the brink of disaster,
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Bangladesh seeks to
re-write its history again

By Mahendra Ved (O
Times News Network \\\

NEW\DELHI: With a new political dis-
pensation in Dhaka since last October,
Bangladesh is again seeking to re-write its
history agd re-define its geopolitical loca-
tion in So\ith Asia. It is not a new process.
But the attempt this time appears to go
beyond settling of scores between the two
women who dominate the country’s polit-
ical scene.

‘Bangladesh Diary 2002’ published by
its foreign affairs ministry justifies its peo-
ple joining Pakistan at the time of the
Partition in 1947. It says the people of
eastern Bengal “decided in 1947 to be part
of the newly created state of Pakistan. The
decision was one taken in the interest of
the political, intellectual and social wellbe-
ing of the people.”

Bangladeshi historians first tried to jus-
tify break up from Pakistan, after having
been the pioneers of the Pakistan move-
ment—the Muslim League was born in
Dhaka. The second phase of history’s
topsy-turvy came in 1975 after the assassi-
nation of the founding father, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. The first tenure of
Begum Khaleda Zia (1991-96) saw efforts
to project her slain husband Zia-ur-
Rahman as the hero of the freedom strug-
gle. Sheikh Mujib’s role as the founding
father was restored during the next five
years when his daughter, Sheikh Hasina,
and the Awami League ruled the country.
It was during this time that the name of
Zia International Airport was unofficially
changed to Dhaka International Airport,
angering Zia’s supporters in the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).

It is the BNP’s turn again to pay back
the Awami League. Last week, the Jatiyo
Sangsad (National Assembly) repealed an
Act that compelled all public places to dis-

play Sheikh Muijib’s photographs, prompt-
ing Awami League members to begin
resigning from Parliament.

The diary does not name the ‘majority
political party’—Awami League, that won
the unified Pakistan’s last general election
in 1970. But it talks of “a young Bengali
officer in the Pakistan Army, (referred to
as ‘occupation forces’ in the same sen-
tence, but in different context) Zia-ur-
Rahman, who acted “in one of those
defining moments of history..Major Zia
galvanised a whole nation and gave it a
new fortitude and direction...” the diary
records.

The Awami League comes in for bash-
ing for switching over to a one-party pres-
idency. It caused “stifling circumstances”
when “some disillusioned officers in the
army, under the guidance of senior politi-
cians of the ruling party, the Awami
League,” organised a coup which lead to
the death of Mujib and most of his family
members. While this may be factually true,
the diary does not mention that Rahman
was elevated as the army chief and deputy
chief martial law administrator (DCMLA)
by the ‘senior politicians’ who took power.

Rahman was freed from jail “in a
remarkable political move which has
come to be known as the Sepoy-people
mutiny” in November 1975, the diary
notes. But the recorded history, not find-
ing mention here, also says that almost all
the leaders of the ‘mutiny’ who fell out
with Rahman, were jailed or liquidated in
the course of numerous rebellions that
followed in the next three years.

These differences apart, the diary
records two occasions when the arch rivals
cooperated: the joint fight against the
‘autocracy’ of H.M. Ershad, who was
removed in 1990, and in 1991 when they:
restored parliamentary democracy.
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_Banglades

Prime Minister’s Message

ODAY, 26 March
Tis our Inde-
pendenice  and
. National Day. Our
glorious Independence, |
achieved through the
sacrifice of millions of
~martyrs  and  the
sufferings and humi-
liation of thousands of i
our brothers and sisters, constitutes
our best accomplishment and
remains a great source of national
pride. On this auspicious day, T
recall with respect and gratitude the
invaluable  contribution  and
sacrifice made by our national
heroes and martyrs and I pray for
* the salvation of their souls. . I also
convey my warmest greetings and
felicitations to my countrymen and
to Bangladeshis living abroad.

The prime objective of our Inde-
pendence was to establish a demo-
cratic society, moored in our culture
and history. We also sought to
achieve freedom from exploitation,
with a view to ensuring a decent and
dignified life for our people. This
aspiration was, however, belied by
the introduction of one-party rule in
the 1970s and the autocratic rule
during the 1980s. By the grace of
Allah and the gracious contribution
of the people, the country is today
free from the one-party rule and the
* autocratic regimé. The October
elections heralded a new era of
democracy, economic progress and
" prosperity. What we need to do is to
transate this potential into a reality.
Consistent with our commitment,
we intend todo everything possible
_ tostrengthen the democratic values

and institutions in the country
through ensuring the meaningful
participation of the people in the
overall development process.
- It was Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman who showed us the

| enlightened path of
development by
| restoring  multi‘party
| democracy and forging
national wunity. Inspired
"by this motivation, we
also undertook huge
strides in development
¥ during our preyious
- term of office in 1991-
1996. In the process, Bangladesh
came to be known as an Emerging
Tiger in the South Asia. .
On assumption of our respon-

sibility of the ‘government " after

receiving the overwhelming man-
date of the people, we .have been -
making relentless efforts to improve
the lot of the people. As a part of
our commitment, the government
has taken determined and effective
initiatives to eliminate terrorism. A
number -of measures have been
taken to enhance the outreach of
education. We want to utilise
education as an effective tool to
fight poverty. T

Efforts are also on to bring order
into the ruined economy, which we
have inherited from the previous
government. While we call upon all
our countrymen to constructively
contribute to the process of
economic regeneration, we also
believe that expatriate Bangldeshis
could  infuse dynamism in the
economy  through  increasing
rémittance and by making invest-
ments.

On this day, let.us take a renewed
vow to forge greater natioral unity
to build a strong, self-reliant nation
and prosperous society for our,
future generation. .

I wish continued happiness,
peace and prosperity to all Bangla-*
deshis at home and abroad,

Allah . Hafez, Bangladesh

Zindabad.
: — Khileda Zia

Foreign Miﬂiéter’s Message

IN the 31st anniversary of our
glorious Independence and’
National Day, 1 extend my .

heartiest felicitations to all
Bangladeshis at home and abroad.

The War -of Independence
began this day in 1971 and we
earned independéncg after a nine-
month-long - struggle at the

supreme sacrifice of oyr, millions

of martyrs. 1 pay
tribute to them and
pray  for  their
departed souls.

The war was waged
-aiming at creating an
exploitation-free,

democrafic, happy
and prosperous Bang-
ladesh. ;

We should take a
fresh vow today to
materialise the
dreams of the martyrs and
dedicate ourselves to the task of

rebuilding  the nation in
accordance with the people’s
aspirations. :

The four-party alliance led by
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party

. Headed by Begum Khaleda Zia,
‘the . povernmesl has  taken
numerous’ steps towards socio-
economic development

h:

L
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ANGLADESH, though an
old society, is a.new state
born only 30 yedrs ago in
1971 after the heroic War
of Liberation. The gory details of
the whr, the terrible ordeal t8at the
nation bad to " underge; the
sufferings- and sacrifices of the
people are too well knownto be
recounted "here. The spirit' and
ideals that inspired and motivated
the people during the War of
Liberation have always been the

- motivating force for Bangladesh’s

march forward.

- Thirty years is not enough for the
realisation of the full potential of a
nation; for Bangladesh, however, it
has been crucial not only for its
vibrant present but also for its bright
future. Bangladesh is much stronger
today than it was in-the 1970s. In
terms of population, it has become
the eighth largest country in the
world. In this era of globalisation, its

market of 130 millien people is.’
* taking on attractive hues. The newly

found gas reserve is making many
nations woo Bangladesh. .

Iis strategic location, standing as,
it does between South and South-
East Asia and East Asia, in the
vicinity of the Indian Ocean, the
probable theatre of big power
confrontation in the days to come, is
significant. '

If international relations are re-
drawn along the axes of national
interest and - if the webs of
diplomacy are creatively woven,
Bangladesh may play a key role in
the region, both in the political and
the econormiic spheres.

Bangladesh has an innate
orientation to democratic order
with a Westminster type parlia-

" mentary democracy since 1972 but

and,

it could not sustain it for long.
Slowly but steadily it degenerated
into an- authoritarian system and
became locked up in a one-p

BKSAL-ite (Bangladesh' Krishak-
Sramik Awami League) monolith.
Then followed a period of
uncertainty. Coups and counter-

ndependence

yea

investment.

The concept of nationalism has
taken root as a unifying force with
the emphasis on national unity and
integration of all citizens and social
groups irrespective of caste, creed,
gender, culture and religion. The
nation reflects the broad-based
cultural and intellectual - even
spiritual - cravings of the people,
transcending ethnic and religious
barriers. Bangladesh is committed
to consolidating its image as an

coups by-“men on horse-back”
rocked the polity. Bangladesh had
to experience martial law for quite
some time till the major political
parties . of the country fought
unitedly for the restoration of
democracy and won in the late
1990s. The parliamentary system of
government was re-introduced in
1991 under Begum Khaleda Zia’s
leadership. '

The political parties, despite their
lack of institutionalisation, have

. The Pariiament Building in Dhaka by night.

arrived by now at a consensus on
the nature of political system in the
country. Nothing short of
representative  parliament  is
acceptable. The government must
be accountable to parliament. The
judicial branch must be indep-
endent as the bulwark of basic
human rights. The press must be
free. The exploitative and wasteful
systemr of economy, the so-called
socialism, introduced in the early

"1970s, made room for a humane

independent, politically stable and
economically viable country and
enhancing its role as a contributing
member in the world community.
At the regional level, it has
developed ties with Nepal, Bhutan,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Maldives and
India. Bangladesh had taken the
initiative to forge regional co-
operation in South Asia, and the
South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation got off the
ground in Dhaka with a summit in

.and production-oriented system J—

hd

with the interplay of market forces !
and dynamic private enter:
preneurship, thanks to the creative
genius of late President Ziaur
Rahman. Through structural
adjustments, Bangladesh has been
linked to the global economy. As a
result, the nation has attracted

measures pt in place to discipline ¢

the economic sectos. In respect of
foreign “policy, Bangladesh
continies to promote wider
bilateral, * regional and
international cooperation:
- Bangladesh plays an
active role in Saarc,
UN, Commonwealth,
OIC: and NAM.
Above  all  the
government is
determined to make
our hard-earned
l independence
| meaningful to all.

Bangladeshis living

| abroad® are our
| goodwill amba-
ssadors. They can . improve

Bangladesh’s image across the
world and make positive
contributions in terms of money,
expertise and investment for the
country’s development.

[ wish

continved  peace,

106

a2

rs of independence

1985. Bangladesh has played a
leading role to promote the cause of
developing countries ~ to bolster
self-reliance and move away from
aid-centricity; seek closer North-
South dialogue for the creation of a
conductive external environment
for revitalising ' growth and
eliminating poverty and to intensify
South-South. co-operation towards
collective self-reliance and target in
particular such areas as food
production, man-power planning,
trade and investment and joint
ventures.

Another priority consistent with
the constitution has been to
strengthen the role of the UN as the
central organ for the co-operative
management of the world’s
problems. Bangladesh’s mem-
bership of the OIC (Organisation of
Istamic Conference), the Common-
wealth and Non-Aligned Move-
ment has enhanced its ability to
contribute to the great goals of
peace, security, development and
the rule of international Iaw.
Bangladesh’s commitments to
peace-keeping is apparent from the
deployment of its forces at one
point in 13 different areas of
conflict. -

In sum, though Bangladesh has
yet to build a political system based
on consensus and compromise, it
has covered a long distance.
Democratic order can only strike
roots in the political soil if parties
operate within the framework of
consensus and compromise politics.
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia is keen
to see that happen.

{The writer is a former Vice-
Chancellor of Dhaka University.)

and National Day
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President’s
‘Message

N Independence and
ONational Day, I extend

warm wishes to my
countrymen and pray to
Allah, may the souls of the
martyrs of the War of Inde-
pendence rest in peace. Inde-
pendence and the establish-
ment of a sovereign
Bangladesh was achieved at
the cost of the people’s blood,
after a nine-month-long war.
The names of the courageous
people, politicians at all levels,
the brave organisers of the
war, the armed forces and the
freedom fighters are written
in gold.

Inhuman- acts of murder,
destruction and mass
annihilation were countered
by those who pawned their
lives for freedom. Victory was
snatched at the expense of
mass  participation _ and
sacrifice by the ‘people,
including students, labourers
and peasants, cutting across
age, occupation and class.

We became the proud
owners of a new map, a new
national anthem and a new
national flag. The history of
our freedom sttuggle is
steeped in blood, tears and
the pain of losing our dear
ones. We are proud of the
courage and the lore built
around incidents of bravery
displayed during the war. The
unforgettable  contribution
made by the martyrs will light
up the path we take in the

future. '
To make the independence
more meaningful, basic needs
like food, clothing, shelter,
education and hygiene will
have to be taken care of. We
will have to fulfil this aim to
achieve a beautiful life, the
idea intrinsic to the war of
independence. For this,
people of all classes should
work together.  Political
integrity is required to build a
self-reliant Bangladesh. We
need to draw up an acceptable
action plan to make political,
economic and social freedom
a reality.
Come let us unite anew with
a hope to achieve the well-
being of the country.
Allah Hafez. Bangladesh
Zindabad,
— Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury
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Statesman News Service

DHAKA, March 24. — Police to-
day charged batons and lobbed
teargas shells to prevent Opposi-

i tion Awami League leaders and

supporters from staging a protest
in the city against the repeal of a
law by the ruling coalition that
earlier made mandatory the dis-
play of the portrait of the natio-
n’s founding father Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman at government and
semi-government offices.

At least three top leaders and
former ministers of the Awami
League, including Begum Matia
Chowdhury, Mr Saber Hossain
Chowdhury and celebrated actor
Asaduzzaman Noor, MP were
arrested by the police when they
were heading towards Osmany
Udyan, the venue where the
Awami Lez ue leaders and sup-
porters were to begin this morn-
ing their hunger-strike to con-
demn the repeal of the Preserva-
tion and Display of the Portrait
of Father of the Nation Act,
2001. Fifty persons were injured.

Police put up barricades
around Osmany Udyan after the
authorities ordered ban on any
gathering there, apparently to
thwart the Awami League lead-
ers and workers’ move to stage a
demonstration. °

When police charged batons
and lobbed teargas shells to dis-
perse the crowd, angry protestors
threw bricks at them.

The Opposition leader and

| Awami League chief, Sheikh

ackdown on Awani
supportesg,‘ 3 ldeld

Police arrest former minister Begum Matia Chowdhury during a hunger-strike

in Dhaka on Sunday. — AP /PTi

Hasina, who was supposed to
lead the hunger-strike, said at a
public meeting in the western
district town of Jessore yesterday
that the people would take re-
venge on those involved in dis-
gracing the Father of the Nation.

After police chased the Awami-

leaders and workers from Osma-
ny Udyan, they assembled in
front of the National Press Club
and attempted to begin their
hunger-strike.

It appears now that both the
BNP-Jamaat government led by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and the Opposition Awami

League of Sheikh Hasina have
taken a hard line on their respec-
tive stands on the issue which, ac-
cording to observers, will certain-
ly snowball into a major confron-
tation in the days to come.

The Awami League has 58
members in Parliament who have
already handed their resignation
letters to party chief Sheikh Has-
ina for submitting them to the
Speaker whenever she feels nec-
essary.

Sheikh Hasina, however, said
her party would attend Parlia-
ment only for a day to tell the
people why they are resigning. Y
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Protest over Bill on

Muyijib portraits
f)/\ ﬁy Haroon Habib R § ~ \Z‘

DHAKA, MARCH 23. Amid extraordinary security measures
and angry protests, Yhe Bangladesh Parliament passed a
controversial Bill scr§pping the law which called for the
display of portraits of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in all public
offices.

The Bill was passed in Parliament by a voice vote on
Thursday even as police and para-military forces cracked
down on leaders and activists of the main Opposition, Awa-
mi League, and used tear gas to disperse demonstrators
protesting against the Bill. Awami League MPs, who have
been boycotting Parliament, staged demonstration inside
the parliament building against the “black law”, which was
an insult to Mujibur Rahman who was assassinated in
1975.

The Opposition MPs also paraded down parliament cor-
ridors wearing black badges and holding black flags. In
protest against the unprecedented security measures put
in place by the Government, 58 Awami League members
threatened to resign from Parliament. Police cordoned off
the residence of the Opposition leader, Sheikh Hasina, who
is away on an organisational

tour.

After the Bill was passed, the Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, proposed another Bill that would authorise
the display of the portraits of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

* along with her husband and former President, Gen. Ziaur

 Rahman and herself as head of government. The Awami

. League immediately rejected the proposal, saying it was
not only “indecorous but also aimed at distorting the na-
tion’s independence history”. /
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\}9 By Haroon Habib

\
DHAKA, MARCH 10. Against the backdrop of unabat-
ed violen\e after the general elections, the Ban-
gladesh Prime Minister, Khaleda Zia, has charged

| the main Opposition party, Awami League, with

“sponsoring terrorism’ to upset law and order
and “‘destabilise the Government in a planned
way."”

Begum Zia, who completed five months in of-
fice today, ruled out the deployment of Army to
combat the deteriorating law and order situation
though some ruling party leaders suggested the
option. She also hinted that a new law, if needed,
would be enacted to curb violence.

Begum Zia repeated her allegation against the
Awami League each time she was asked about the
rise in crime rate at a news conference here on
Saturday. The conference was organised to brief
journalists on the outcome of the just-concluded
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meet in

i Australia.

Expressing her Government’s resolve to com-

' bat the growing acts of terrorism, Begum Zia,

who heads the ruling coalition of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party — to which she belongs — and
the fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Islami, denied re-
ports that most of those arrested in connection
with the recent acts of crime were BNP activists.

When her attention was drawn to newspaper
reports which said that, on an average, about 8
persons were killed in the country everyday and
those who were arrested on charges of attack,

L

Py

/Awami League sponsoring
| n/terrorism, says Khaleda

loot, extortion, rape and murder mostly belonged
to the ruling BNP, Begum Zia claimed that law
and order had, in fact, improved under the care-
taker governmeny and during the five months of
her rule. %A,W

She alleged that the AWami League, led by the
former Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, was en-
gaging in violence to ‘‘cover up the limitless cor-
ruption and terrorism committed by it during its
five-year tenure.” Citing the recent arrest of
Sheikh Hasina’s personal assistant, Bahauddin
Nasim, she said her Government would spare no
one found guilty of disturbing law and order.

Asked if she had any specific information on
opposition-sponsored terrorism, she said: “I- do
have information that the opposition is conspir-
ing to deteriorate law and order.”

Sheikh Hasina, for her part, blamed the ruling
coalition for the unabated acts of violence. Re-
ferring to the “atrocities” against her party work-
ers, she wondered whether in the name of
democracy, “martial law” was in force in the
country. “Democracy is in name, martial law is in
force — people want to get rid of this situation.”

The Awami League also accused the Govern-
ment for not allowing a parliamentary delegation
of the party to meet Mr. Nasim in Dhaka central
jail. The delegation alleged that police had resort-
ed to “inhuman physical torture” of Mr. Nasim,
who was arrested from the airport when he was
on his way to the U.S. on February 28. Police

recently failed to produge Mr. Nasim in the court
despite its order. /



6haka ditches stand
ready to move ﬁ

M Decides not to review
treaties signed during
Sheikh Hasina's teqyre

QY ("L’\

EGUM Khaleda’s Zia’s government today
made its first effort since the October elec-
tions in Bangladesh to engage India in talks
on long-term links. In their first foreign sec-
retary-level contact since the BNP government took
over, Dhaka reversed its stand that all Indo-Bangla
treaties negotiated by former prime minister Sheikh
Hasina be reviewed, and agreed to move on even the
contentious border treaty issue it had earlier opposed.

Bangladeshi Foreign Secretary Shamsher M.
Chowdhury, whowas here on a goodwill visit, conveyed
this to his Indian counterpart Chokila Iyer. In their talks,
both sides discussed progress on transit and tranship-
ment protocol agreements that haven’t yet been imple-
mented and agreed to initiate talks on the border treaty
soon. They also agreed to discuss the long-pending de-
marcation of the 6.5 kmborder and the enclaves and ar-
easin adverse possession that saw a flare-up in Pyrduah
last summer in which 16 people died.

Dhaka also assured India that it would not allow its
territory to be used for any kind of terrorist or criminal
activity “that was detrimental to the mterest of any
country including India”.

Dhaka, according to sources, is now ready to discuss
the obstacles in the implementation of train services
and abusroute between Kolkata, Dhaka, and Agartala
as well as transhipment routes in the adjoining waters
of both countries. The Bangladesh Foreign Secretary
also called on the Minister for External Affairs Jaswant
Singh who told him that India stood by its commitment
towards expanding and diversifying ties between the

SONIA TRIKHA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 19

two countries.

The other big issue during the talkswas that of atroc-
ities on the minority Hindu community in Bangladesh.
According to highly-placed officials, India assessed that
the post-election excesses were not just communal but
algo politically motivated by “BNP supporters”.

Bangladesh had earlier acknowledged the murders
as “communal violence™ but then went back on their
stand and said they were committed by Awami L eague
supporters basedtin India. The BNP government has
now gone on to say “nothing actually happened”. Thisis-
sue was raised by Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee when he
met Khaleda Zia in Kathmandu last month. Today,
Chowdhury said his government was setting up an in-
dependent national human rights panel to look into it.

Sources point out Bangladesh’s softened its stand
because it needs India to grow economically in the re-
gion. Iyer and Chowdhury agreed foreign secretary-
level talks, due to be held in Dhaka, should be convened
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By Ershadul Huq ' \V\

DHAKA: Tales of torture haunted
a crime convention here, as the
audience fell silent with horror on
hearing sagas of rape and pillage
allegedly by activists of the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party-led
government.

The convention on “Crimes
Against Humanity” has been
organised by the BNP’s political
rival. the Awami League. and
focuses on post-election atrocities
on nearly 20 million Hindu-domi-
nated minorities in Muslim-major-
ity Bangladesh.

The dais at the auditorium
resembled a hospital emergency
room with some 50 wounded peo-
ple lying on stretchers or sitting on
chairs holding crutches.

With their hands
or legs broken, eyes
gouged out and
signs of brutality all
over the body, the

alliance for attacks
on them in a spate
of violence before

group, which organ-
ised the two-day event drawing
participants from home and
abroad, brought dozens of victims,
including women and children,
from across Bangladesh to Dhaka
to the convention on stretchers.

Awami League chief and former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina
mnaugurated the convention that
was attended by leading human
rights activists, diplomats, politi-
cians and professionals.

Of the 50 victims on stage, some
shared their traumatic experience.

“I was tortured for voting for the
boat (the Awami League election
symbol). They also tortured my
daughter whom I had to send to
India,” said Shefali Rani, who
came from southern Bhola, the
worst hit area. “I want justice.”

Ms Shefali said she asked the
terrorists to have mercy on her and

anditorium

wounded people
lying on stretchers

Post-poll torture tales
haunt Wﬁangladesh

crime conve

i

10Nn !

er young daughter. “All
now is justice.”

The story of Chanda of southern
Narail of greater Faridpur is no dif-
ferent. “Terrorists stormed our
house and splashed acid on me and
my elder sister. My crime was that
I was an election agent of the
Awami League.”

Bangladeshi Hindus are tradi-
tionally seen as a vote bank for the
Awami League.

Kamaruzzaman, a member of
the Awami League’s youth front,
said: “BNP cadres kidnapped me
from my grocery store and started
beating me up. When I asked for a
drink, they gave me hot water.
en they chopped all fingers of
'my hands off.”

Foreign dignitaries and guests at
the  convention
appeared  shell-
shocked.

“The govern-
ment is completely

victims cried out for résembled a gzggienngingWhl?érei’s’
justice. They ’ 3t o ’

blamed “terrorists” hospital _ said William Sloan,
of the ruling BNP- emergency room  a Noith American
Jamaat-e-Islami ~ with some 50 =~ human rights

activist and jurist.
He urged interna-
tional rights groups

and after the parlia-  OF s;ﬁlng on chairs ;?arfgew?lr:g i‘;“}?:r:
mentary elections holdmg crutches i Fn
last October. %anglidesh

The atizens Ms Hasin.a in her

speech said: “Humanity is being
razed to the ground and human
rights trampled across the coun-
try... It cannot even be imagined
where and when this black episode
will end.”

She appealed to the interna-
tional community to help prevent
“political and religious persecu-
tion" in Bangladesh. “Let human-
ity raise their voice for the tor-
tured people of my country, for
the sake of humanity, and for the
preservation and protection of
human rights, peace and securi-
ty.”

To counter the Awami League
convention, the ruling BNP-led
coalition will organise a two-day
national convention beginning
March 15, on repressive and crimi-
nal activities by the Hasina-led for-
mer government. (Ans)

"He TIMES OF ivoia
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‘Papdering to Islamists
g)e/’;* § qBégum Zia had better watch out é7["6\

he refisal by Begum Khaleda Zia to let the well known
shi writer and social activist Taslima Nasreen re-
forced exile and the reluctance of the police to
apprehend supporters of Jamat ¢ Islami, her alliance partners,
who recently carried out the bomb attack on a reception
accorded to the leading human rights activist Shahriar Kabir in
Chittagong, speaks volumes for her government’s mind-set. It
was during her first term as prime minister (1991-96) that
Taslima was hounded out of Bangladesh by a “fatwa” declaring
her an infidel and carrying a death sentence. Her “crime” was
5 writing a novel, Lajjya, which revolved round the plight of
minorities _and the studied indifference of the majority
community. In 1996 Sheikh Hasina allowed Taslima to return
home to see her dying mother. But she was again forced into
exile as the fundamentalists kept gunning for her. Even Sheikh
Hasina -failed to provide the required protection, fearing a
backlash from the Islamists. ‘
Almost a decade later the gutsy human rights activist and
freedom fighter Shariar Kabir has been framed on treason
* charges by Begum Zia’s government for daring to highlight
both in the national and mternational media the persecution of
minorities by BNP and Jamat supporters of Begum Zia. He was
recently released on bail after two months’ of harrowing
detention during which he was subjected to inhuman mental
torture. His “other serious crime” was to pronounce his re-
solve, while in detention, to “remain steadfast in my com-
mitment to protect human rights and interests of the country’s
persecuted minorities.” The government holds him solely
responsible for sullying Bangladesh’s image abroad, specially in
India, by presenting well documented cases of rape and torture
of hundreds of minority women and widespread looting of
their property. It would be tragic if Begum Zia with her mode-
rate outlook decides to play second fiddle to fundamentalists
purely for political reasons. The world is watching. /

/
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welcome change

o
(\’ - Zia shoul%)bgive Hasina her due \

and praise the former prime minister Sheikh Hasina for it.
acknowledges that the treaty has “helped widen the count
irrigation network” and admits that while before the treaty only
10,000-45,000 hectares of land were under Ganga-Kabodak
Canal, the country’s oldest irrigation project, now 15,000~
58,000 hectares have been brought under irrigation resulting in
substantial increase in food production. His more significant
admission on the floor of parliament is that while the 40-year-
old GKB project could not be implemented earlier because of
water scarcity, the GKB’s canals now have enough water to
raise crops during the lean season. The statement marks a com-
plete reversal of Begum Khaleda Zia and her ruling BNP’s
stand on the water sharing treaty, which she called a “total sell
out to India threatening to turn Bangladesh into a desert.” As
leader of the Opposition she had led a * Farakka march” whose
participants had threatened to cross the border and smash the
Farakka barrage identified by her as a symbol of Bangladesh’s
ruin. Far worse was her reaction when Sheikh Hasina signed
the path-breaking peace accord with Shanti Bahini, which after
a quarter century brought peace to the Chittagong Hill Tracts.
This too was projected as bartering away Bangladesh’s
sovereignty since, according to her. one-third of Bangladesh
territory had been ceded to India.

Begun Zia knew that the two landmark treaties have been
extremely beneficial for Bangladesh. Personal ego and jealousy
outweighed national interest. She had even promised to scrap,
the water treaty. Now that she 1s back in power she knows its
worth. The tragedy is that Begum Zia has never given Hasina
her due and vice versa which has prevented both from reaching
a consensus on vital national issues. It would be a welcome
change if the reversal of BNP’s policy on the Ganga water
treaty marks a departure from its politics of mindless rivalry

and pettifogging, / .
/
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Statesman News
and agencies A

DHAKA, Feb. 14. — Banglalde-
sh’s main opposition leadler
Sheikh Hasina Wajed today ac-
cused the ruling four-party coali-
tion government of violating hu-
man rights after the general
election held on 1 October and
said she would initiate a dia-
logue with all political parties
and sociocultural forces on the
matter even as at least four peo-
ple were killed and more than
100 others injured in two sepa-
rate shootouts in Bangladesh,
reports said.

Three people were killed in a
gunfight sparked by a family dis-
pute late yesterday in the west-
ern Shariatpur district, the Daily
Star and other newspapers said.

In another incident, a student
of an Islamic religious school
was killed during clashes. be-
tween students and police
backed villagers in the south-
eastern Patiya district yesterday,
the Daily Star said. The incident
also left more than 100 people
injured, the reports said.

In Dhaka, Mrs Wajed inaugu-
rated a two-day national conven-
tion titled Crimes against Hu-
manity. “No one is outside the
law. Those who believe in the
politics of murder and repres-

~ sion should not have place in any
political party,” she said.

The convention, organised by
Civil Society with support from
Awami League, was aimed at
discussing atrocities on Oppo-
sition activists and minorities af-
ter the last parliamentary elec-
tion.

It was chaired by the convener
of Civil Society, Justice KM Sob-
han afid addressed by former in-

ghtg vio

alleges
ation
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Sheikh Hasina

ternational cooperation minister :
of Belgium, Dr Reginal Marrels, |
president of American Jurist As-
sociation, Mr William Sloan, for-
mer Speaker of Nepalese Parlia-
ment, Nepalese poet Banira |
Giri, leaders of Bangladesh’s
various political parties and hu-
man right activists. Invitees from
India and Pakistan could not be
present due to visa problems.

The government, however, de-'
nied the charges and said it was
an Opposition propaganda to
malign its reputation. |

Speaking on the occasion, Mrs
Wajed, who is also the President
of the Awami League, said,
“People are suffering from utter
insecurity and thousands of
helpless men are being subjected
to political revenge. Officials
and employees of the govern-
ment and semi-government offi-
ces are being sacked. Hundreds
of officers of civil administra-
tion, police and defence forces .
have been dismissed from duty.” -

“Islam is a religion of peace
and humanity. True believers do
not support oppression and ter- |
rorist activities,” she added.
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“Test for Khaleda

W&:ﬁ:\ B\Can she fight the insurgents? 44 )

here is no justification for the “displeasure” expressed by

the Bangladesh foreign Secretary over reports in the Indian
media that not only Indian insurgents but also those belonging
to foreign Islamic extremist and terrorist groups were using
Bangladeshi territory for getting shipments of foreign arms,
terrorism training and launching attacks against Indian targets
in the north-east and Kashmir. He has taken strong exception
to the Kolkata police commissioner Sujoy Chakravarty’s re-
marks that two Bangladeshi nationals were among those de-
tained in connection with the attack on the American Center.
What made the foreign secretary react the way he did is not
comprehensible. Nothing objectionable was said since some
Bangladeshi rulers in the past had overtly or covertly provided
moral and material sustenance to these groups in carrying out
their anti-India objectives. Whether it is ULFA or NSCN their
leaders and armed cadres were provided sanotuary by
successive Bangladeshi rulers and Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in her last stint as leader of the Opposition had
hailed these insurgents as “brave freedom fighters” carrying
out a “heroic battle against an oppressive regime”. When
Sheikh Hasina came to power she disbanded most of the
“overground” training camps of these insurgents but could do
nothing to those going “underground” with-the assistance of
various government intelligence agencies.

It is no secret that jihadi groups in Bangladesh responding to
calls of their counterparts in Pakistan have ‘openly campaigned
to fight Indian “occupation forces” in Kashmir. They have
raised funds, recruited jihadis-and sent them to Kashmir where

- many of them got killed. Much of this has been reported by the
Bangladeshi media. It must be'said to Begum Zia’s credit that
she in her second term as Prime Minister is trying hard to turn
a new leaf in Indo-Bangladesh relations. The familiar anti-
India rhetoric was missing. In fact she is now spearheading the
campaign to sell Bangladesh’s gas.to India although she had

" opposed it while in the Opposition. But the Islamists in the
BNP-led alliance are forcing her to revert to her earlier anti-
India line. Whether she succumbs will be her real political test.

o
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Imran Rahman
Dhaka, January 30

THE BANGLADESH Govern-
ment has refused to deploy more
security personnel at the resi-
dence of the Opposition leader
Sheikh Hasina at Dhanmondi in
Dhaka although payment for it
was made by the Awami League,
party sources complained last
night.

Adjutant of Dhaka district
ansar assistant Shah Alam com-
municated the decision in a let-
- ter to Sheikh Hasina’s private
secretary. The letter was received
on Tuesday, her officials said.

Dhaka district Ansar adjutant
in its letter quoted the commis-
sioner of the Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Police as saying that since 19
policemen have been deployed at
Hasina’s residence, deployment
of ansar would not be logical.

Earlier, following a request
from the opposition leader’s
office. the deputy commissioner
of police had requested the
Ansar authority to deploy two

SHEIKH HASINA

sections of Ansar at her resi-
dence. Later, the Opposition
leader’s office asked for one sec-
tion of Ansar and had deposited
82,728 taka as three months’
advance salary and ration bene-
fit for the Ansar personnel and
requested the authority for
deployment of the auxiliary
force.

Earlier, the Government had

s ° \/ °
Govt denies Hasina
extra @ecunty cover

withdrawn crack commandos of
Special Security Force (SSF) and
some personnel of the Special
Branch of police from Sheikh
Hasina’s security corps.

As leader of the Opposition,
Hasina is entitled to security of a
Cabinet minister’s level, as it was
given to Begum Khaleda Zia
when the latter was the Opposi-
tion leader during the last five
years.

The Government withdrew
SSF security after the Parlia-
ment scrapped a law that was
enacted by Hasina to give her
and her younger sister, Sheikh
Rehana, lifelong security net.
The Awami League president,
however, has raised a private
security force under the supervi-
sion of four retired Army Gener-
als and the first ranks of such
security comprise senior leaders
of the Bangladesh Chattra
League, student front of the
Awami League.

However, Hasina spent over
one month in the US and Britaj
without state security.



W/B/il/lgla HC seeks report

on Hmd torture charge

e

THE HIGH Court today directed
the Khaleda Zia government to
submit reports on torture and
brutalities committed on Hindu
minorities in Bangladesh during
the Awami League administra-
tion in 1998 and the present BNP-
led government after the October
1 Parliamentary election.

A High Court division bench
comprising Justice Abu Naim
Mominur Rahman and Justice
Arayasuddin issued the order in
a judgment today on two specific
writ petitions filed by interna-
tionally-acclaimed jurist and for-
mer Foreign Minister Dr Kamal
Hossain on behalf of a legal aid
body Ain-O-Salish Kendra.

The bench heard the two writ
petitions together and gave the
verdict. When the Awami League
government headed by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina was in
power, on February 29 in 2000,
Hindu minorities were attacked
and tortured by armed cadres of
a private army, Georgia Bahini,
in Duaria union parishad under
Lalpur police station in Natore
district.

In a reply to the writ petition
filed by Ain-O-Salish Kendra, the
Awami League government had
informed the High Court that
torture and repression of Hindu
minorities in a Third World

Imran Rahman
Dhaka, January 22

l

ROAD BAR FORHASINA

LEADER OF the Opposition and
Awami League chief Hasina Wajed
was barred from using the Dhaka
Cantonment road while she was on
her way to participate in the final
prayers of the Werld Muslim
Assembly, north of Dhaka, today.

Awami League sources said,
Hasina’s was intercepted by military
police at Shahid Jahangir Gate of
Dhaka Cantonment . After being
held back for nearly an hour by on-
duty military police, the Opposition
leader took the crowded Mahakhali
road to reach the the World Muslim
Assembly. Condemning the incident,
Awami League general secretary
Zillur Rahman in a statement said,
“The fascist government has not
only tried to prevent Sheikh Hasina
from attending to her religious
duties, but also degraded the spirit
of Islam. HTC, Dhaka

country is quite normal and not
surprising. But during the hear-
ing of the petition, Attorney-
General of the four-party
alliance government Hasan Arif
disagreed with the submission of
his predecessor Mahmudul
Islam. Arif asked for a proper
probe into the communal inci-
dent during the Awami League
administration.

U
The court ordered the govern-

ment to submit a report on
Natore incident by February 28
and fixed the date for hearing of
the writ on March 10. The court
also asked the government to
locate the then Deputy Commis-
sioner and the Superintendent of
Police and produce them in the
court for failing to take any
action against the attacks on
Hindus.

Acting on the latest writ peti-
tion against repression on Hin-
dus after the alliance led by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
came to power, the High Court,
extended the deadline for the
Khaleda Zia government to sub-
mit its report to the court by
March 20 this year.

The deadline had expired on
January 15 with the government
failing to submit the probe
report. In his submission to the
High Court last week, Dr Kamal
Hossain said, the Hindu minori-
ties were attacked and oppressed
when the governments of Hasina
and Khaleda were in power.
“Now all are waiting to see what
steps the government will take to
protect the Hindu minorities in
the country as they are equal cit-
izens,” he said. Meanwhile, the
Awami League has again
deferred its planned two-day con-
vention on torture of Hindus to
the first or second week of Feb-

ruary this year/
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Imran Rahman 07
Dhaka, January 21

POLICE WILL move the highest
appellate division of the
Supreme Court against a High
Court order granting six-month
ad-interim bail to writer-colum-
nist Shahriar Kabir that set him
free on Sunday after two months
in jail.

Kabir was arrested on Novem-
ber 22 from Zja International
Airport in Dhaka under Section
54 of CrPC and later policefileda
sedition gase against him.

“We have full respect for the
High Court verdict but police
will appeal to the higher court
soon challenging the bail order
as Kabir was involved in anti-
state activities,” said a clarifica-
tion by the police over Kabir’s

hallenge Kabir’s bail

arrest. \)\ \ ’]/

It said police seized four Befa-

com cassettes, three CDs, oke -

videocassette and nine audiocas-
settes, which showed that Kabir
made a documentary interview-
ing the so-called minority
refugees in India.

The cassettes also contain
placards and slogans like Ei Shi-
mana Manchina (We do not
recognise this boundary), ‘parti-
tion of India has created more
problems that it solved, ‘every
action must have reaction today
or tomorrow’, ‘communal
partition is the greatsin. It is
against universal ideology of
India.’

The clarification also said
police and the intelligence agen-
cies have information that Kabir
was involved in anti-state activi-

ties during his stay in India and
he also confessed it to the police.

Some newspapers also carried -

news items about Kabir’s nega-
tive activities.

On the basis of specific allega-
tions and information, police
interrogated Shahriar Kabir and
filed a sedition case against him,
the clarification said.

Meanwhile, Kabir, relaxing in
his house in Dhaka today after 58
days of captivity, told newsmen
that he is firm to complete the
film on atrocities on Hindu
minorities in Bangladesh, come
what may.

“Police have seized footage of
the movie but I will get more
such footage for my venture,” he
said adding that a film focussing
on the attacks and brutalities
on Hindus in Bangladesh was his

‘HE HINDUSTAN TRE:

22 ANl

long cherished dream.

He described the granting of
bail as a reflection of the highest
court’s upholding of the freedom
of expression in the country.
Kabir revealed that the CDs, now
in police custody, contained
interviews with 30 Hindus who
fled to India to take refuge in the
wake of general election in
Bangladesh.

“My sole aim is to bring to
light the real issues the Hindus
are facing in Bangladesh. During
the 1971 war, many of them had
left the country only hoping to
return after liberation. But
this time, they have gone for good
and would never come back,” he
regretted.

He said, brutalities on Hindus

must not be allowed torecur in
future, /
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THE BANGLADESH High Court
will hear on January 26 a
lawyer’s petition suing Awami
League president and former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for contempt of court.

The contempt petition was
filed in the High Court over her
alleged remarks during her
recent New  York trip.
Advocate Joynal Abedin, repre-
senting 84 lawyers loyal to the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party, filed the petition.

The petitioners enclosed a
copy of vernacular daily Man-
abzamin that published a state-
ment of Sheikh Hasina on
December 22.  “I have not
indulged in corruption. The
President has played a dirty role

with us. Whatever Moudud
Saheb gives in writing will be
come as the verdict (of court),”
she was quoted as having said.
The statement was also pub-
lished by vernacular weekly
Thikana, based in New York.
Moudud Saheb is Barrister
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Moudud Ahmed, now Law Minis-
ter in Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia’s cabinet. The petition said
the former Prime Minister’s
statement amounted to contempt
of court. The lawyers.had earlier
submitted a petition to the Chief
Justice of Bangladesh. The latter
advised them to sue Hasina
lawyers in the High .

Hasina last year provoked a
strong warning from the the
Supreme Court when she made
similar contemptuous remarks
against the High Court and the
Supreme Court.

Hasina had even incensed the
judges of the higher courts by
organising a procession of party
leaders and workers, warning
the judges of dire conse-
quences if they did not hang the

self-proclaimed killers of Sh
Mujibur Rahman.
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A vindictive act
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Kabir's detention would have complicated matters

t was only to be expected that the Bangladesh High Court,

which had earlier struck down his detention under the Special
Powers Act, would grant bail to the country’s leading human
rights activist and litterateur Shahriar Kabir who was under
detention for almost two months on charges of sedition. The
charge-sheet filed by the Khaleda Zia Government has evoked
a spontaneous condemnation from the country’s media and
leading intellectuals besides the international human rights
groups who have found his detention downright vindictive.
Kabir’s crime was that he had with him both audio and video
cassettes with interviews of victims belonging to the minority
community and subjected to rape, torture, loot and arson in the
wake of Bangladesh’s 1 October parliamentary poll. For this he
visited some border districts in India. This enraged Begum
-Zia’s government which was making desperate efforts to cover
up the most dastardly chapter of Bangladesh’s history. Already
Dr Kamal Hossain has put her government in the dock by filing
a public interest litigation. Benjamin Gillman, chairman of a
US Congressional sub-committee on south Asia has sought
Begum Zia’s intervention.

Naturally what Kabir did amounted to showing a red rag to
-the bull. If the video shots and interviews of victims were to be
broadcast they would have severely compromised her
government’s image and credibility since most of the
perpetrators of various crimes belonged to her party and those
of her coalition partner the Jamat e Islam. The contention of
Begum Zia’s ministers that cassettes seized from Kabir
contained subversive materials undermining Bangladesh’s
sovereignty is ridiculous. Is it a crime to interview victims of
persecution and whose fundamental rights the state fails to
protect? Almost similar arguments were advanced when
Taslima Nasreen projected the plight of minorities and
Bangladeshi women, resulting in her being hounded out of the
country by fundamentalists. Actually Kabir has to be
commended for doing a great national service. Any effort to
punish him will certainly recoil on Begum Zia’s government.

/
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*I/Iigh Court
frees Kabir on
-6-month bail

Imran Rahman
Dhaka, January 19 P)M;“- \

THE HIGH Court today granted
six-month ad-interim bail to
writer-columnist Shahriar Kabir
in a sedition case and issued a
show cause on the Government
of Prime Minister Begum Khale-
da Zia to explain as to why he
should not be given permanent
bail.

A High Court division bench
comprising Justice M A Aziz and
Justice Nazrul Islam Chowdhury
granted the bail after a protract-
ed legal battle fought in various
courts of Bangladesh where
judges refused to set him free.

The Awami League had given
legal support to the writer.

Shahriar Kabir was arrested
at the Zia International Airport
in Dhaka on November 22 on his
arrival from Kolkata where he
reportedly went to make a docu-
mentary film on alleged atroci-
ties on Hindu minorities before
and after the October 1 general
election. .

Hearing the detainee’s bail
prayer in a treason case for film-
ing incidents of human rights
abuse, the High Court bench also
asked Attorney-General Hasan
Arif how the film could be taken
as an offence when it was yet to
be screened.

THE HINDUST A

Earlier in a note of lrcasm on
his confinement in D}haka Cen-
tral Jail, the High Cohrt wanted,
to know why the wri

er-colum-

" nist was kept in the “State guest-

house”.

The defence counsel alleged
that the writer fell victim to polit-
ical vengeance and was tortured
on remand. Kabir did not commit
any crime by shooting the film
and it did not necessarily mean
that the movie he shot in India
would be entirely used, he stated.

It was also argued that the
writér would not do anything to
fan communalism as he always
talked in favour of communal
harmony.

The counsel observed that
even if the whole film that Kabir
shot in India has been shown, it
might have been better for
Bangladesh because it would
carry messages against atroci-
ties on the Hindu minorities in
the country.

After the judgment was pro-
nounced, the Attorney General
moved the chamber judge of the
highest Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court Justice Ruhul
Amin to stay the High Court
order giving Shahriar Kabir bail.

But the chamber judge refused
to entertain the provisional peti-
tion seeking a stay on operation
of the judgment.
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‘Mujib’s name ..+

o
erased from
Bangla texts

Imran Rahman
Dhaka, January 15

PRIME MINISTER Begum
Khaleda Zia’s Government has
made  extensive replacements
and insertions in school text-
books for the new academic year
in Bangladesh.

These changes have delayed
their printing and distribution
process for at least a week.
The four-party alliance Govern-
ment, led by the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party, has brought
changes in 18 books of primary
and secondary levels,
sources said on Monday.

The move to bring some
changes'was initiated to incorpo-
rate BNPs ideology into the
books and eliminate the changes
made by the previous Awami
League Government.

Changes have been made in the
books of Class IT and IV. Two
poems — one titled Mujib Chhara,
by Sanaul Huq and the other
Janani by Asad Chowdhury —
have been excluded from the text-
book and two other poems have
been included instead since the
first two poems had words like
Mujib and Bangalee.

In the essay titled Bir Shrestha
Mostofa Kamal in the Bangla
textbook for Class V students, a
sentence ‘Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman announced the
independence of Bangladesh in
the early hours of March 26 prior
to his arrest”, was dropped and
was replaced by the sentence,
“On the night of March 25, 1971
they (Pakistani Occupation
Army) attacked with arms and
started mass Killing.”

Changes have also been made
in the essay titled, Daijan Bir

US PANEL CALLS FOR PROBE
INTO MINORITY ATTACKS

THE US Congress Committee on
Middle East and South Asia has
expressed concern over the recent
reports on violence against Hindu
minorities in Bangladesh.

In a letter to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, sub-committee chair-
man Benjamin A Gilman expressed
concern and urged her to look into
the matter, sources said in Dhaka on
Monday. The letter stated that in
October last year, Bidyut K Sarkar,
convener of Bangladeshi Hindus of
America, had apprised the sub-com-
mittee about the issue.

A report submitted to the sub-
committee stated that 40 Hindus
have been killed, hundreds of
minority women raped, more than
{,000 injured, over 10,000 homes

_and business establishments
burned down and about 1,00,000
people rendered homeless, Gilman
wrote.

Shrestha, in the Bangla book of
Class IX. The essay now opens
with: “Major Ziaur Rahman
announced the independence on
March 26 from the Kalurghat
Radio Station.” Earler the open-
ing sentence was “Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman called
for the independence of Bangla.”
A Dhaka University teacher was
involved in the process of
changes.

The National Curriculum and
Textbook Board could not main-
tain the schedule to print and
distribute textbooks due to the
last-minute changes, sources in
the printing industry said. p
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“Release order
for Bangla

rights activist
Deutiche Pﬁs Agentur

DHAKA, Jan. 13. — The High
Court in Bangladesh set free a
prominent human rights activist
after declaring illegal his
detention by the government on
charges of sedition, judicial
sources said today.

Justices Mr Hamidul Haque
and Mr Nazmun Ara Sultana
said police had acted without
lawful authority by holding
Shahriyar Kabir for about two .
months without putting him on

trial. (}f\ \

The London-base nesty
International called Kabir a
prisoner of conscience and
demanded his un?onditional
release from jail. &'y G

The two-member “Bench
called for his immediate release
while considering his petition
for freedom yesterday. ;

Kabir, a writer and newspaper
columnist, was . arrested by
police at the airport minutes |
after he returned home from !
India on 22 November.

Kabir has been accused by the
government of anti-state activ-
ities for allegedly fanning
communal tensions between the
majority Muslims and the
minority Hindus and Christians
in the country. Kabir campaigns
for the trial of Muslim militants
in special tribunals for war
crimes allegedly committed dur-
ing Bangladesh war.
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- China’s offer

HD/?

DHAKA, JAN. 12. Chinese Premier,
Zhu Rongji, today promised to nar-
row the trade gap between his
country and Bangladesh during an
official visit aimed at boosting eco-
nomic ties, it was reported.

During a visit to the Bangladesh
parliament complex in Dhaka, he
told Speaker ,Jamiruddin Sircar,
that Beijing would follow preferen-
tial trade policies to bridge the
trade imbalance with Bangladesh,
the official BSS news agency said.

“The Chinese authorities will be
sending purchase missions to Ban-
gladesh soon to narrow the gaps,”
Mr. Zhu told BSS, admitting trade
balance now was tilted towards
China.

The Foreign Secretary, Shamser
Mobin Chowdhury, said Beijing
had decided to allow duty-free

¢ trade of jute and jute products to
' China which could also help nar-

row the trade gap.

Mr. Zhu, who arrived yesterday
on a three-day trip, also laid
wreaths at a memorial for those

/Bangladeéh

The Chinese Premier, Zhu Rongji, and his wife, Lao Au (extreme
left), stand with the Bangladesh Primie Minister, Khaleda Zia,
during the inauguration ceremony of the China-Bangladesh
Friendship Conference Centre in Dhaka on Saturday. — AFP

who died in Bangladesh’s 1971 war
of independence.

Afterwards he joined his host
Prime Minister, Khaleda Zia , for

the opening of a Chinese-
funded $ 24 million interna-
tional conference centre in the
capital, officials said. — AFP

—
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Ex-ministers\\
injured as ¥
Bangla strike

turns violent
Dhaka, January 9 \S\\

TWO FORMER ministlrs were
among several people injured
today as Bangladesh police fired
teargas shells to disperse the
activists of the main opposition,
Awami League, protesting hikes
in  Government-administered
prices of fuel and utility services.

Former Home  Minister
Mohammad Nasim was severely
beaten when members of law
enforcing agencies tried to stop
him and others from violating a
barricade to reach Awami League
Central Office in the capital.

Motia Chowdhury, another for-
mer minister and a prominent
Awami League leader, was also
injured in the attack.

The party said several of its
workers were picked up and entry
into the central office blocked.

The six-hour strike, which
ended at noon, forced the-closure
of most shops, educational institu-
tions and affected business and
trade in the capital city. Most
banks had their front doors closed
as few vehicles plied.

Additional deployment of
police and armed police were visi-
ble at most road crossings and the
strike passed off peacefully except
for stray incidents of bursting
home made bombs at some places.

Agencies
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~Bangladesh to sena

troops to Afghanistan

By Haroon Habib

Taliban Afghanistan as the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, whose

| country heads the ISAF, ended his one-and-a-half-day brief “working
! visit'" here today. Accompanied by his wife, Mr. Blair arrived here last

evening on the first leg of his three-country south-Asian tour to mobil-
ise support for the peacekeeping force in Afghanistan.

The British Prime Minister, who held talks with his Bangladesh coun-
terpart, Begum Khaleda last night, lauded Dhaka’s role in U.N. peace-

© keeping missions across the globe and urged the country to play a

similar role in post-war Afghanistan. Mr. Blair, who landed here from

Cairo, is to visit Deihi and Islamabad also.

After placing wreaths at the Savar maucoleum for unknown martyrs,
Mr. Blair left for New Dethi this afternoon. Apart from the Afghan issue,

| Mr. Blair and Beguin Khaleda Zia discussed bilateral, regional and

inteinational issues. Mr. Blair and Begum Khaleda Zia expressed the
hope that the heightened tension in the region would not lead to a war.

Some local newspapers reported thai they were denied access to
cover the official talks held at the Prime Minister’s office last night while
nearly three dozen British and Western journalists accompanying Mr.
Blair were given access. According to the Bangladesh Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Shamser Mobin Chowdhury, both Mr, Blair and Begum Khaleda
reiterated their desire to expand trade and investment and increase
cultural ties. The Finance and Planning Minister, Mr. Saifur Rahman
said Mr. Blair’s trip would have improve bilateral ties.

The Foreign Secretary, while briefing the media, said Mr. Blair’s visit

' to Dhaka was primarily to stress the importance Britain attaches to its

relations with Bangladesh and to congratulate Begum Khaleda Zia on
winning the October 1, 2001 general election. Mr. Chowdhury said Mi.
Blair describad the recent elections as “free and fair”’. Mr. Blair report-
edly regretted that the main Opposition was not attending Parliament
sessions. The British Prime Minister also had a meeting with a group of
the Opposition Awami League led by the acting party president and

. former Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdus Samad Azad. The party chief and
| former Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina is away abroad. /
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