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NEW YORK, DEC, 25. The release g the
nese democracy advocate, Xu Wenli, is we]
come, but many thousands still remain
unjustly imprisoned in China, Huwman
Rights Watch said today. Mr. Xu Wenli, who
spent 16 years in Chinese prisons, was sen-
tenced most recently in December 1998 to a
" 13-year term for his association with the
* China Democracy Party (CDPJ.
| “We are thrilled that Xu Wenli js free. But
| no one should mistake his release as a sign
of improvement in China’s human rights
| record,” said Brad Adams, Executive Direc-
| tor of the Asia division of the Human Rights
{ Watch.

“This was a 1oken gesture to the Bush
administration, and a cynical move by Beij-
ing to head off international criticism.” The
Human Rights Watch urged the U.S. and
other Governments to press for the imme-
diare, unconditional release of other key or-
ganisers of the China Democracy Party
Wang Youcai and (in Yongmin, sentenced
| the same week as Mr. Xu, are serving 11-

——————————

ore g|53|d§nts awaitin
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Xu Wenli, a leading Chinese
pro-democracy activist, smiles alongside
his wife, He Xintong, in New York
on Tuesday. — AP

and 12-year terms on subversion charges

for the same alleged offenice as Mr. Xu's.
At least 10 other CDP members, less well-

known outside China, received similarly

long sentences. '"Unfortunately, Xu had to

elease in China’

accept exile as the price of freedom,” Mr.
Adams said. “This is & trade-off no one
should be forced to make. And Xu Wenli
should never have been imprisoned in the
first place.”

Mr. Xu is now 60 years old. According to
his family, his health was affected by the 12
years he spent in prison from his detention
in April 1981 until his release on parole in
May 1993, The charge at the time was “ille-
gally organising a clique to overthrow the
Government’’ and referred fo his many De-
mocracy Wall (1979-1981) related activities
including editorship of the influential sa-
mizdat-style journal April Fifth Forum. “1f
the new leadership in Beijing really wants
to improve its image, it can start by declar-
ing a general amnesty for all political pris-
oners, rather than releasing one or two and
detaining many more,” said Mr. Adams,
pointing out that even as Mr. Xu was re-
leased, others were detained for such of-
fences as posting material critical of the
Government on the Internet.

1
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HE MXbTIQUE of thnds

latest political succession in

mid-November this year

was sought to be height-
ened by the manner in which Hu
Jintaoc and his new team of eight
others stood in front of a massive
portrait of the majestic Great Wall
for a “live” television show in the
presence of national and foreign
journalists. Their objective was to
introduce themselves to the Chinese
people and the international com-
munity after being elected to the
Standing Comimittee of the Polit Bu-
reau of the Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC).

For Mr. Hu and his nucleus team
of fellow leaders, it would have been
difficult to find a better symbolism.
The pictorial backdrop of the Great
Wall of China inside the impressive
Great Hall of the People in Beijing
was in itself a message that Commu-
nist China's defensive wall would
not crumble in the manner of the
Berlin Wall whose fall in the late
1980s signalled the collapse of com-
munism in furope.

By any standard, the latest politi-
cal succession in Beijing is the most
orderly one in Communist China's
contemporary history. While the
rise of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na in 1949 was punctuated by a civil
war, the Chinese took quite a while
to sketch out a post-Mao dispensa-
tion following his death in 1976 and
the arrest of the “Gang of Four” that
included Mao's wife. Although Deng
Xiaoping, once purged during Mao
Zedong's long reign, succeeded in
taking China towards a definitive
form of order, the events of 1989 at
Tianenmen Square and the related
social and political realities marred
the initial phase of the rise of Jiang
Zemin as China's new architect in
the Deng-moutd of a cautious politi-
cal entrepreneur of the communist
kind. It is this political landscape
that prompted the Chinese author-
ities tn project thetr latest succes-
sion in the best possible manner,
and they did succeed in their
endeavour.

The 16th National Congress of the
CPC, which "elected” Mr. Hu and
his team, was not spoilt by any kind
of political protest. While the in-
camera discussions might not have
been free from some candid ex-
changes of views, neither the activ-
ists of the Falun Gong nor indeed
any of the Chinese “dissidents” had
managed to stage a “sit-in strike” or
any other form of spectacular pro-
test in the public domain during the
CPC Congress at this time. This real-
ity certainly redounds to the credit
of the CPC leaders that they have
either marginalised the so-calied
“dissidents” at this moment or in-

the world”. Part of the reason]
do with the challenges of
unfinished internal evolution as an
economic powerhouse. Cognisant
of this, the €PC has by now com-
pleted a very careful and gradual
“demystification of Mao” (lmma-
nuel CY. Hsu's phrase in a major
work on the rise of modern China).
However, there has never been, and
certainly not at present too, any
move by the CPC to follow the ex-
ample of Khrushchev who took a
particularly dim view of his prede-
cessor in the former Soviet Union.

It will be simplistic to talk of ‘Red capitalism’ as
the new banner of the Communist Party of China.

i,

deed addressed their “concerns” in
some substantive way or other.

However, it is also considered
possible that the Chinese “disside-
nt” groups, such as they exist, did
not quite manage to draw the in-
ternational community to their side
during the latest CPC Congress. The
reason, in part, is that the U.S.-led
international community is at pre-
sent too precccupied with the Irag
question to pay intensive attention
to the other regions of the world.
Moreover, China is crucial to the
current Armerican calculus of “safe-
guarding” the world, in particular
the 11.5. mainland and Washing-
ton's worldwide interests, from the
predatory terrorist moves of reki-
gious radicals. China, which too
faces a terrorist threat in Xiniiang
province, is a veto-empowered per-
manent mernber of the United Na-
tions Security Council — the only
full-fledged Asian country with this
power. The significance of the cur-
rent political transition in Beijing is
also derived from Chipa's interna-
tional profile.

Napoleon had said: “China?
There lies a sleeping giant. Let him
sleep. For when he wakes he will
move the world”, Today, China, no

THE HINDI.

Maore importantly, the CPC contin-
ues to regard both Marxism-Leni-
nism and Mao Zedong Thought as
the party's inalienable legacy. Also
commended by the CPC, over a pe-
riod of time, is the Deng Xiaoping
Theory that first introduced com-
munist China to selective capitalist
practices in the larger national
interest.

The latest CPC Congress has, for
the first time, enshrined the “impor-
tant thought of Three Represents” in
the party's constitution. This
“thought” is Mr. Jiang’'s contribu-
tion to modermn China’s political-ec-
onomic evolution. According o

him, the party shouid “represent”
Chipa’'s  “advanced productive
forces” (a reference to the benign

elements of capitalist enterprise)
besides the country’s advanced cul-
tural “orientation” and also the
“fundamental interests of the over-
whelming majority of the Chinese
people”. The “important thought of
Three Représents is a guiding ideol-
ogy that the party must uphold for &
long time td come”, the CPC has fur-
ther underlined. It will be simplistic,
however, ta talk of “Red capitalism™
as the new banner of the CPC.
According to the CPC, its “three

2 8 NOV 202

itical transruon — 11

By P. S. Suryanarayana

major histerical tasks” at the mo-
ment are “to propel the {ongoing)
inodernisation drive” in the eco-
nomic sphere, “to achieve national
reunification” and “to safeguard
world peace and promote common
development” of all countries. The
foreign policy content of the CPC's
new agenda is the kev aspect that
will eventually determine China's
“reunification” and economic “reju-
venation” as a “socialist” state with
“Chinese characteristics”. 1n this
sense, the most critical of China’s
foreign policy concems is the com-
plex orientation of the U.S. towards
Beijing. While China is at present
capitalising on America's require-
ment of friends ana allies in “the
global campaign against terrorism”,
Beijing knows full well, as under-
lined by Wang Hongwei, one of Chi-
na’s leading strategic experts, that
the Taiwan issue holds the “key” to
any real Sino-U.S. rapprochement.
Although the Chinese do not actual-
Iy wish to visualise the long-term
strategic value that Taipei might
hold for the t1.5., the fact remains
that Taiwan, which Beijing wants to
reunify with China, can serve Wash-
ington's interests in much the same
way as Cuba had played a role in the
former Sovier Union's strategic ga-
mesmanship as regards America.
China’s other foreign policy pri-
orities, as Mr. Hu begins to functian
as the CPC General Secretary, in-
clude Russia. both within as also
cutside the framework of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Orgatisation, be-
sides Japan and India. Although
Neviile Maxwell's version of India's
China War is still curreat in the stra-
tegic affairs circles in Beijing, a con-
scious effort is beitig made by the
Jliang administration to engage New
Dethi very seriously, Hor China, Pa-
kistan as a steadfast “partner” in the
averall regional situation, besides
North Korea as a possibly nuclear-
armed neighbour, will also be no
less important, whether or not Isla-
mabad and Pvongvang have had a
nuclear arms-ballistic missiles deal.

(Concluded)

-
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~“China’s political fransition — I _

P.S. Suryanarayana

HE MICROCOSM of China's

nternal  politics bas  wit-

nessed a

change without any out-
ward signs of simmering tension or
of a nebulous future shock. This re-
ality transcends the fact that the un-
usual ferment in Chinese politics is
net without the challenges of an ex-
traordinary change. The new-look
leadership at the helim of affairs in
Beijing has, in fact. been chosen by
the in-camera process ol consensus
and accommodation  within  the
Communist Party of China (CPC) —
the sole repository of political power
in the world’s most populous nation.
On balance, however, the latest po-
litical succession, announced with a
touch of high drama inside the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing on No-
vember 15, 2002, has been engi-
neered in a smoath but net surreal
fashion.

Hu Jintao is the new general sec-
retary of the CPC, a post that enlitles
him to China's presidency in due
course and in accordance with the
country's current constitutional
practices. Jiang Zemin stays as Lhe
President until. according to current
indications, the mantle passes to¢ Mr.
Hu under, perhaps, a “due process”
with Chinese characteristics at the
time of the next session of the Na-
tional People's Congress (Parlia-
ment} in March next year. This
procedure need not necessarily be
seen as an apt case of its-and-buts,
given the remarkable mood of fra-
ternal bonhomie that the leaders
and delegates at the CPC’s 16th Na-
tional Congress, which elected the
party’s new leadership, have exuded
in the public domain. [t is in this
averall context that Mr. Jiang retains
his critical position as Chairman ol
the CPC's powerful Central Military
Commission.

Not very clear at the moment is
the timing of an anticipated move by
Mr. Jiang, at some time in the future,
to give up his overall command of
China's immense militaty machine
and enormous armed forces and
hand over this highly sensitive

MOMmentoeus .
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charge to Mr. Hu. Any kuch transfer
of power (in a robustisense of the
term) is regarded in Beijing as the
inexarable aspect of the present-day
trends in China’s politics.

In a limited sense, Mr. Jiang has
now emulated Deng Xiaoping, the
undisputed patriarch of China'y
post-Man political era which began
technically in the wake of his death
in 1976 but gradually headed to-
wards the modernisation and re-
form of a communist system. Mr.
[iang has now relained the reins

ed achiever — a strong, silent leader
who, for the most part, had func-
tioned in Deng’s grand shadow.
Much of the amazing economic pro-
gress that China has attained in re-
cent vears, under the banner of
“socialist modernisation” {or, in re-
ality, an unspoken capitalist mani-
festo with Chinese characteristics),
can be traced to the policies of the
CPC's “collective’ leadership with
Mr. Jiang at the core” (the party's
official ~ phraseology). However,
there has never been any suggestion

Hu Jintao’s emergence as Jiang Zemin's successor
as leader of the Communist Party of China
does not mark a complete transfer of power.

over the military establishment even
in the context of a change in the
leadership of the CPC itself. Deng
had, during his hevday in power,
crafted the changes at the party’s top
echelons. Holding complete sway
over the CPC in the 1980s and until
the middle of the 1980s, Deng
moulded the party according to his
wishes but by.keeping the other se-
nior leaders too with him on most
occasions and by feeling the pulse of
the people, almost unerringly, even
in the absence of conventional de-
mocracy of the Western stvle or its
vibrant Indian version. Not surpris-
ingly, Deng had come to be known
as China's "paramount leader”.

Mr. Jiang himself was hand-
picked by Deng to lead the CPC in
the tumultuous circumstances of
the “June 4 incident” of 1989 — the
military crackdown on the so-called
“pro-democracy” protesters at the
historic Tiananmen Square in Beij-
ing. Now, Mr. liang has certainly
earned « distinctive name for him-
self by managing China and placing
it on an upward trajectory in the ec-
onomic sphere, especially so after
Deng's passing in 1997. There is a
body of opinion in China that tends
to portray Mr. Jiang as the unherald-

tHE HINDC'

that Mr. Jiang be elevated to the rank
of Deng. Mr. Jiang's latest retention
of ultimate control over China’s
powerful military hierarchy shouid
be evaluated with this caveat in
mind.

Communist China is a major
country where the unchanging polit-
ical party in power owns the state’s
military establishment because of
the blurred distinction between the
CPC arxi the Chinese polity. This
unique political feature in China
should not be equated, though, with
the popular impression about Pakis-
tan where the military establishment
tends to think that it has a country to
rule instead of allowing rthe state it-
self to possess and control the army
and other security forces. In China,
as in other parts of the civilised
world, an ultimate civilian control
over the military forces as also over
the state apparatus is ensured. 5ig-
nificantly, in this sub-text, the Chair-
man of the CPC's Central Military
Commission functions as a civilian
political leader regardless ol wheth-
er or not he has had links with the
People’s Liheration Army (PLA}. Not
surprisingly, Mr. Jiang has now told
the PLA, shortly after his re-election
to the CPC's top military-related
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post, that "all otficers and men must
uphald the absolute leadership of
the Party over the Army”.

Viewed in this perspective, Mr.
Hu's emergence as Mr. Jiang's suc-
vessur as leader of the CPC does not
mark i complete transfer of power,
Ihe lutest developments in Beijing
mark a measurced transition. The
galaxy of leaders who have now re-
tired from active politics will, of
caurse, fade away, perhaps at a ga-
lactic pace in the case of Mr. Jiang in
parricular.  Important, though, is
that ¢ change in leadership has in-
deed occurred as indicated to this
journalist by authoritative Chinese
sources on the inside track ahead of
the actual event. This kind of Chi-
nese-style glusnost is a new trend.

The CPL has now chosen to en-
large its representational character
within society, bur the party has
sought 1o extend its unchallenged
political supremacy in China tor the
foreseeable  fulure  and  bevond
through this strategy.

The CPCs Constitution, amended
during the party's l6cth National
Cangress is now an inclusive docu-
ment. A resolution adopted on No-
vember 14 states that "the (CPC)
Congress unanimously agrees to
make it clear in the Constitution that
the Communist Party of China is the
vanguard both of the Chinese work-
ing class and of the Chinese people
anhd the Chinese nation as well as the
core of leadership for the cause of
socialisnt with Chinese characteris-
tics and that [the party) represents
the development trend of China's
advanced productive forces (as alsa)
the orientation of China’s advanced
culture and the [undamental inter-
esiy of the overwhelming majority of
the Chinese people”,

The long-winded central theme of
this resolution does not, however,
obscure the CPC's urge (o keep itself
relevant to the changing times and
prove the likes of Gardon Chang
wrong in their prognosis of an immi-
nent collapse of communism and its
state structure in China.



/Chma 8 social evolution is a produ

f the entrepreneurial revolution

WY Marriage of advantage

he Chinese Communist

Party’s decision to accommao-

date businessmen follows a

precedent already estab-

lished in West Bengal by the
Communist Party of India (Marxist).
The difference is that while Calcutta’s
Marxists and merchants are engaged in
a clandestine liaison, Jiang Zemin's
Three Represents doctrine proudly mar-
ries communism with capitalism.

No pussyfooting there by bourgeois
professionals who hanker 1o be gentle-
men without shedding the ruling com-
munist party’s rewarding patronage. No
surreptitious footsy under the table eij-
ther by epportunistic traders who have
latched on to the CPI{M) in West Bengal
but are the Bharativa Janata Party’s
backhone elsewhere. “I am a cadre first
and an entrepreneur second,” hoasts
Sheng Wenring, president of a steel con-
glomerate, with a candour that leading
lights of the Indian Chamber of Com-
merce should note.

Jiang's strategic coup overshadows
the 16th congress's relatively inconse-
quential political innovations. Ideclogy
died with the Long March. Democracy in
the sense of transparent participative
decision-making is unknown. Politics is
ahout personalities, not principles. But
as a Chinese Singaporean editor ob-
served, the heir apparent, 59-year-old Hu
Jintao, is more apparent than heir. Little
iz known of the CCP’s new secretary
general beyond his predilection for ball-
room dancing (does that too strike a bell
in Caleutta?y and repression in Tibet.

Despite his American cowboy hats
and addiction to Western and country
miusic, Jiang has crudely tived up to Mao
Zedong's aphorism ahout power grow-
ing out of the barrel of a gun. Having
packed every tier of the powerstructure
with his cronies — 80 per cent of the 198-
member central committee, at least half’
rhe 24-member polithuro, and at teast
four of nine polithure standing commit-
tee members -— he remains chairman of
the central military commission. That
makes him boss of the 2.5-million strong
People's Liberation Army.

ere now is one reason for ranking
H “the most potent forces of pro-

duction™ - - shorthand for capi-
talists -—- with peasants and workers
among the 86 million party faithful. The
PLA controls 15,000 companies with an-
nual sales of around $10 billien. Many
might make a loss, hut they nicely line
the military’s packets. No wonder PLA
delegates enthusiastically endorsed
Jiang's thesis even before the CCP vote,
The Three Represents assures the miji-

v
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fary of its place in the {inancial sun; it
assures the regime (and Jiang) of con-
timred military support.

In fact, the congress was ali about
constituency consolidation. Peasants
and public sector workers are an endan-
gered species. A party that restricis
membership to these two declining
classes would be without power, money
and — ultimately — members.

The official figure of 14 miliion job-
less is probably a gross underestimate.
Even the authorities admit that 25 mil-
lion workers have been laid off in recent
years. (he expert
places urban unem-
ployment at 20 per
cent, Another esti-
mates 20 million
poor people in the
cities. According to
Wei Jingsheng, Chi-
na’s most famous
dissident, 200 mil-
Hon farm hands are
out of work. Ahout
300 million peasants
will be forcibly re-
settled in cities to
provide cheap lab-
our and give a fillip
io demand.

Not surprisingly,
unemplovment is
highest in the socia-
list bastions of the
north-east  whose
bankrupt adminis-
trations cannot af
ford pensions for the
jobless. Nor is it
surprising thar the
capitalist provinces are free of fabour
urirest,

The CCP has therefore ser its sights
on millionaires and a middle class - -
still a politically dubious term —- that
numbers 130 mitlion and is expected to
hurgeon to 400 million in 10 vears. A fam-
ily income of $14,000 — officially, the per
capita income is $840 -— permits such
stafus symbeis as stylish clothes, iocally
made colour television. DVD plaver and
the uhiguitous cellphone.

The politburo standing committee
confirms that pragmatic communism
gives short shrift to both the idea of class
warfare and idealization of the prole-
tariat. Hu is a hvdroelectric engineer,
His colleagues include a geologist and a
German-trained metallurgist. The other
six are engineers. One specializes in

Strategic coup

electronics and another in rockets, What
could be more middle class than, per-
haps, the Bar or teaching.
This social evolution parallels-— in-
deed, is a productof — the entrepreneur-
ial revojution. Faced with rural revolts,
Beijing recognizes that only a dynamic
private sector can tackle the world’s
biggest unemployment probiem.
Private enterprise was hamstrung in
the Eighties so that it could not chal-
ienge state undertakings; now, people
are encolraged to set up their own com-
panies. There were only 90,000 private
" firms in 1998 now
there are more than
two million. The

- number of state un-
dertakings has
dwindled from over
alakh in the Eighi-
ies to 42.900.

But it has taken
time to reconcile
and rationalize the
theologies of capl-
talism and commu-
pism, His physi
tian’s revelations
about the ageing
Mao confirmed that
dommunist suecess
leads to capitalist
indulgence. Then
came Deng Xiaop-
ing’s Southern Tour
in 1992 pursuing
“soclalism with
Chinese character-
istics”. ¥t was glori-
ous, he said. to he
rich; it mattered not

whether a cat was black or grey provid-
ing it caught mice.

Like Mohandas Katlamchand Gandhi
or Singapore’s Lee Kugn Yew, Deng did
not need the trappings of high oftice to
exercise authority The only position he
held latterly was head of a bridge club.
Yet, his word was law: His views on mon-
eymaking proved immensely popular,
not least because, being a shrewd opera-
tor, he made a virtue of hecessily

Apparently, the CCP discussed this
shift at its 15th congress in 1997. Jiang
Xipei. whoruns a cable producing corpo-
ration, says that the matter came up at
the 13th congress a decade earlien
Jiang's promise of “paolicies based onre-
form and engagement inlthe world econ-
omy " is only the final totich, It could be
the end of political posturing.

The spectacular rise of the trizidang
(little princelings). as the elite’s pam-
pered offapring are called, struck a biow
for realism. According to one report, 98
per cent of the spouses and children of
senior officials hold kay positions and
earn 120 times the national average.
About 78 per cent are suspects in fraud
rases involving sums of more than
5 600.000. Over 600 reportedly fled the
country when charged with corruption.

ment to take action in the Nincties,

even to closing down a comparny
run by Deng's son where lawbreaking
was rampant, Zhou Beifang, son of an
important CCP member, was given a sus-
pended death sentence for accepling bri-
bes while heading a major state-run siee)
firm. And Chen Xiaotong, whose father
was disgraced as chief of the CCP’s Bei-
Jing unit, was jailed for 12 vears for graft.

Today’s princelings are less blatant.
Many are educated abroad: most, if not
all. run business ventures. Even if they
do not epitomize outright nepotispi.
they reflect the power of privilegerd
birth, high connections and expensive
education. They are far remecved from
the egalitarian ethic of the proletarian
paradise.

Jiang's own son, Jiang Mianheng. o
high-tech whiz kid known as the Prince
of Information Technology, has a tinger
in manv pies from telecom to computer
chips. Zhu Rongji's son, Zhu Yunlai,
heads the China International Capital
Corporation. the country’s first joint
venture bank. in collaboration with
Morgan Stanley, Li Peng’s son. Li Xiaop-
ing. runs a state power ziant white his
daughter is a senior executive in an en-
erygy investiment firm.

In a pattern with which Caleuttais Fia-
miliar; Beijing will now showerland and
eredit on businessmen, aliow them to
issue bonds. relax taxation, ease market
access, walve import restrictions ane
grant export incentives. The recipienis
of lavish favours will, of course, wax
even richer But they won't all be only
the party chief’s personal toadies, Un-
doubtedly. they will give handsomely 1o
the party. But that won't be the sum tofal
of their service.

ol can bet your bottom yuan that
i Chinese businessmen who now
flaunt the Hammer and Sickle
will add value to the cconomy by setting
up factories, adding to productivity and
creating jobs. That is the difference he-
tween entrepreneurs and comprador-
traders, between a purposeful cnmpaf i
and a conspiracy to loot.

S uch scandals forced rhe govern-



- CHANGES IN CHINA'

Much Expected From New Team In Beijing

By DMITRY KOSYREV

A Al

t the 16th congress off the
Alffommunist Party of China,

hich closed on Tharsday, Hu
Jintao, deputy head of the CPC,
acted as the general secretary.
This fact is scen in Moscow as yet
anather sign that within the next
few days Hu Jintao will officially
replace 76-vear-old Jiang Zemin
at the top party post and then, in
spring, also at the top state post —
that of the president.

This latter proof was hardly
required at all, though. In the
words of a saurce close to the top
circles of the Chinese leadership,
there has never been a longer-
term and more planned takeover
in China and the rest of the
world.

“With brilliant knowledge”

The narrow circle of the party
leadership knew that Hu Jintao
was the most obvious and realistic
successor to Jiang Zemin way
back. A decade ago, when Hu
Jintao, on the initiative of the
patriarch of Chinese reforms
Deng Xiaoping, was transferred
from the province to Beijing, he
headed the Chinese Komsomol
and became a member of the
standing committee of the CPC
Palitburo.  Aithough he was
elected to act for Yiang Zemin only
in 1998, the Chinese political cir-
cles had known long before that
he was the country’s potential new
leader.

Hu Jintao will turn 60 in Dec-
ember. The most tvpical characte-
ristics one can hear about him in
China are “a quiet man who does
not seek conflices and 13 capable of
compremise”, & man “with brilli-
ant knowledge and training™ and
lastly. & man of “poor health™. For
the latter reason. they say in
Beijing, Hu Jintao even suggested
The awthor is a political analvse with
Riu Nuovisti.

a year apo that he should be
withdrawn trom the leadership.
The top Russian leaders spoke
highly of his knowledge and
training in December last year,
when the future Chinese leader
started from Moscow a series of
familiarisation trips abroad. It
turned out that he was weli-
prepared for the visit and well-
versed in all Sino-Russian and

interrational issues. In Beljing
they say that for several years now
he has been responsible in the
party for the Tatwan issue, that is,
China’s most acute foreign-policy
problem, and in general, has been
familiar with international affairs
for a long time.

Technocratic qualifications

Sources also believe that the
new leader is aware that the
Chinese fureign policy is being
developed  pradually and by
consensus and this is why there
can be no abrupt changes in it. in
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particular, in relation to the USA
or Russi.

Nevertheless, in Ching itself the
new leader is considered to he an
expert in the most difficult
internal  economic  problems.
There are no more difficult and
less developed provinces in China
than those where he worked on
key positions — these are Guasu
and Tibet in China’s Far West.

Incidentally, from Tibet he was
transferred to the exccutive post
in Beljing ten years ago. becuuse
after he headed the provincial
party committee right after the
events of 1988, he helped to
achieve prace and tranguillity
there and had done a lot fur
Tibet’s current economic upswing.
Incidentally, the people who know
kim by work in the ‘provinces sav
that for all his mildness. restraini
and pronencss for compromise,
unusual even for China, ong cun
expect from this man very guick
and resolute actions,

Nu Jintae 1 an  engincer-
hvdroiogist. a praduate of Xinhua
Liniversity, which s pechaps, the
country’s best one. He was 4
brilliant student. just like his wife,
with whom he studicd together.
The same can be said about his
{riecnds. among whom there are
ministers of the central povern-
mvnt and the leaders of provinees.
Western sources believe that over
the years of work on secondary
positions, Hu Jintao has created
the best among Chinese leaders’
network of personal ties both in
the capital and in the provinces,

Tense relations

Muoch 15 expected from this
team, which within the next vear is
to take new positions. To 1s also
helreved erL that despite the
many-vear school of compromise,
Hu Jimtao has many ideas of his
own on different problems and
may become a more radical refor-
mer than Jiang Zemin. However,
as the oid generation will be with-
drawing from power as gradually
as Tu Jintao was coming to it, the
new leader may get full control
uver the siwatton and ample
opportunities to transfate his ideas
into life only in 2007, that is, afrer
the next party congress,

Vladimir Putin, who is expected
to visit China in the near future,

mity become the first foreign
leader to meet Hu fintaw in his

new capadity. However, this does
notvet mean that China intends to
Ly greater emphasis on reliations
with Moscow than before. The
problem of Chinese foreign policy
Hes in the fuct that although
Buijing has betier political mutluat
understanding  with  Moscow,
China's rade with the USA s
severi times s rracde with Rus-
st dospite more tense political
relations This iy owhe the tulk-
Between the  two o eaders in
Beifing wiit be very important,

2 0 vy ?m



China

By P. S. Sury. rayana
BEUING, NOV, 18. China has reaf-
fimed its policy of “expanding
a comprehensive cooperative
partnership” with Pakistan in
the present dynamic situation
on the international stage.

A categorical reiteration of
this substantive policy, at the
highest political level in China,
follows the Pakistan leader, Per-
vez Musharraf's assumption of
office as President. Without ref-
erence to the pelitical contro-
versies over Gern. Musharraf’s
latest action, the Chinese Presi-
dent. Jiang Zemin, pledged to
work with the former to deepen
the strategic ties of friendship
between the two countries.

China and Pakistan had de-
veloped, over half a century, an
“all-weather” friendship which
indeed witnessed a steady pro-
gress, Mr. Jiang underlined
while sending an exceptionally
warm message of congratula-

for str%nger tles

tions to Gen. Musharraf. Mr
jiang said China continued to
cherjsh its traditionally friendly
refations with Pakistan. Noting
further that their bilateral coop-
eration was suffused with mu-
tual benefits for the peoples of
the two countries, the Chinese
President praised Gen. Mushar-
raf for having brought about
“national stability and develop-
ment” in complicated situa-
tions on its domestic and
external fronts.

While Pakistan’s strategic im-
portance to China may have
been reaffirmed through this
message of conventional cour-
tesies that are directly related to
a political development in Isla-
mabad at this moment, diplo-
matic  circles In  Beijing,
especially the Western quarters,
are beginning to ook at Pakis-
tan in a larger regional context.

The word in these circles is
that North Korea's ambitious
claims about its possession of a

W|th Pak.

g

nuciear eapon even if these
be ambighous asserticns, may
once again bring Pakistan un-
der the spotlight for its alleged
role in rendering sirategic as-
sistance towards Pyongyang's
programmes of making and de-
ploying weapons of mass de-
struction, more especially the
atomic bomb.

The latest announcerment
over Pyongyang's state-con-
trolled radio is not regarded as
being conclusive as a statement
on North Korea’s possession of
a nuclear device. The Korean
language words used in that
broadcast [ast night are said to
be not definitive enough to con-
vey a message that Pyongyang
has already crossed the nuclear
Rubicon. However, the Western
countries, especially the U.S.
and its allies, are likely to en-
gage China more intensively
than before over the North Ko-
rean puzzle, according to dipln-
mats here.
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Hu Jintuo, who has taken over the reins of the world
view assoctated with him. But his past s

LOW-PROFILE even by the hermetic standards of
China’s one-party system, Hu Jintao last week
tock aver the most important political pusition in
the world’s most populous nation by appealing to
the one constituency that counts: elite party in-
siders,

A merchant’s son, Hu survived a decade-long
leadership trial by persuading clders that he was
the pertect party mandarin, pragmatic and flexi-
ble, yet discreet and fiercely loyal. That he rose to
the top while scarcely showing his face even as
China opened its economy 10 the world is testimo-
ny tothe unresolved contradictions of the Chinese
expériment with a one-party market economy,

Hu, 59, is the enforcer who was the top official in

. Tibet when China imposed martial law in 1989 1o
quell unrest. He is the nationalist who supported
anti-Americun protesters atter a US bomb de.
stroyed the Chinese Embassy in Yugoslavia
in 1999

Yet he is also the innovator who installed broad-
band Internet access at the Communist Party
school and encouraged academic debates ahout
democracy and separation of powers. How he will
deal with the challenges of combining modernisa-
tion with China’s announced goal of continued
one-party governance is not clear, “People think
Hu will fulfill their own dreams,” says Wuy
Guoguang, an expert in Chinese politics at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. “The liberals
see a reformer; the conservatives see a hard-limer,
Sooner or later he will have to make some choices,
and people will see his real colours. But it may
take years for that to happen.”

As yet there are few clues to Hu's inner convic-
tions, and at least at first he will be waiched over
closely by loyalists to the man he succeeds as the
party’s general secretary, Jiang Zemin. Indeed, if
Hu harbours secret plans for change, he is likely to
be constrained by a power structure tilted
toward Jiang,.

There is, so far, no policy, phrase or point of
view clearly associated with Hu. When he speaks
in public, which is rare, he never strays from the
party’s prescribed oratory But his past suggests
that he values power over vision. People who have
worked with him say they expect him 1o tinker
rather than reinvent and to commit himsell anly
after cuftivating broad support.

Even his persunal traits — his 100-watt smile.
his carefully coiffed hair, his engaging manner
with people above and below his rank and his
prodigious memory for facts and figures — sug-
gest someone programmed to lead through the
consensus of the elite.

Bao Tong, a former senior party official ousted
after the violent suppression of the democracy
movement in 1989, compares Hu to the moon. o
term of art in Chinese politics. He reflects light or
turns dark, depending on circumstances. “What
he will be like after he has steadied his position is
somsething I don't know,” Bao says, “Probably no-
body knows, not even himself”

Still, some people who have mef Fu said it
would be a mistake to underestimate him. In 1942,
when he was plucked from obscurity at the behest
of Denyg Xiaoping, then China's paramount leader,
and given a seat on the ruling standing committee
At thenartv's Polithuro at the age of 49, he became

watched them flounder amid the capital’s faction-
al politics. Tu seemned to face long odds, especially
after Deng died in 1997. He needed finely tuned po-
litical instincts to survive,

He has built a power bage through the Commu-
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s most poprdous nation, is an tnserutable
uggests that he values power over vision. J oseph Kahn looks at the face behind the mask
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PHOTO: AFP
The new President of China is a man who is expected to tinker rather than reinvent. Analysts liken him to the
moon which. in Chinese political parlance, means he can reflect light or turn dark depending on the situation

unexpectedly to Beijing to become the party chief
during pelitical turmeil in 1989 after spending his
entire career in Shanghai, Hu has installed his
own protégés in key national positions. “Hu is a re-
former who wants to accomplish things,” said g
et adffioial whn nowe him “He will wait for the

the helm

man. There is no policy or point of

family of itinerant sesame oil merchants. He grew
up in Taizhou, more than 300 km northwest of
Shanghai. Hu's mother died when he was voung.
He was raised by relatives including his great
aunt, Llu Bingxia, who lived with him {rom infan.
cy until he left to attend college. Liu, now 88, de
scribes her nephew as bookish, modest and wn-
failingly obedient,

Despite a hourgeois family background that
might have made him a political target, Hu earned
& spot at Qinghua University in Beijing through
his academic performance and received a degree
in hydrologic engincering. By the time of his grad-
uation in 1965 he had joined the Communist Party,

During the Cultural Revelution of 1966-76. Hu,
like most educated youths, was sent to labour in
poor areas. He worked on a hydroelectric project
in Gansu in western China, There he caught the
eye of & veteran party stalwart named Song Ping,
who was recruiting young talent for senior posts.

By 1982 Hu had moved 1o Beiiing, and a short
time later he was named head of the Communist
Youth League. He also came to the attention of the
party’s top official, Ceneral Secretary Hu
Yaobang, at the time China’s leading liberal,

It was Hu Yaobang's death in 1989 that rallied
students advocaling democracy to stage the mass
demonstrations at Tiananmen Square that
touched off that year’s political turmoil. Hu
Yaobang had Hu Jintao appoinied to the party’s
Central Committee at age 39 and made & provin-
cial party secretary at the age of 42, in bath cases
the youngest person to achieve those milesiones.

Hu Jintao’s career overseeing provincial af-
fairs, first in Guizheu and then Tibet, sent mixed
signals. Guizhou became a haven tor liberal intel-
lectuals who fell out of a favour during Beijing's
political mood swings. In Tibet, though, he proved
his willingness to use force. Shortly after he tool
OVer responsibility for the region in 1989, followers
of the Dalai Lama took to the streets of Lhasa, the
capital. China declarad martial law, aud Hu over
saw three years of what human rights groups de-
scribed as brutal oppression,

The crackdown appeared to earn him some
credit in Beljing. When he joined the Polithureo
standing committee in 1992, there was already talk
that he would suceeed Jiang, who had just consol-
idated his own power and was soon (o add China’s
presidency to his posts as party and military
leader. Hu hecame Jiang's vice president in 1998,

Unlike Jiang, who speaks a bit of Russian and
English, Hu is comparatively provincial. Burt he
staked out an aggressive toreign policy position
two days atter the US bombed China's embassy in
Belgrade in 1999, an incident Washington says was
an accident. He went on government-run televi-
sion and pledged to support “all protest activities
in accordance with the law”. Hu's address was
viewed within the party as a successful ploy to
keep control of surging nationalism.

On his maiden trip to the US last spring. some
people Hu met privately described him as perscn-
able, even funny T public, though, Hu took few
chances. He gave no interviews, stuck firmly to es-
tablished policy and read his speeches verbatim
He sometimes recited copipus statistics g
agricultural policy or auto production, le
diences deflated.

At home, within the party, the 2 prip was regard-
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Anil K Joseph
BELING 14 NOVEMBER

AVING the way lor the
P youager generation lotake
up the reins pf China's
Communist  Party, President
Jiang Zemin and five other top
leaders stepped down, leaving
vice president Hu Jintao as the
only polithuro member 0 be re-
clected 1o it 300-plus central
committee here on Thursday.
The 59-year-ofd Hu, first top
leader of China whose patty ca-
reer began afier the communists
ook averin 1949, is expecied to
take over from Mr diang as party
tead when the central commit-
e meets an Friday and also as
Presidenmt of the world's most
populons nation and Asia’s fas-
tesl growing econumy in March.
The party's landmark 16th
conggess, aitended by 2,100 dele-
gates, afso unanimously  ap-
proved Mr Jang’s proposal of
apening party membership w0
furmerly reviled capitalist entre-
preneurs in its dosing session,
“The congress is a complete stc-
cess. 1t is a congress of unity, a
congress of viciory and a congiress
of progress,” Mr Jiang said while
being flanked by thetop Chinese

leadership here gr'the great hali
of the peop!e/’ﬁ?; 356-member

central copfmittee for the new
teri has been elected at the con-
e

yrlng in

the

gress, thus enguring smooth suc-
cession of the new collective of
the central leadership ot the par-
ty to the previous one,” he said.
Mr Mang, 76, also ensured the
retirement of the old generation
of Chinese leaders [rom the sev-
er-mentber politbure standing
committee except Mr Huo, Mr

Jang and “five of his colleapues

in the party's top decision-mak-
ingbody are notonanew central
comunittes of the CPC elected
here this (Thursday) maorning,”
Xinhua news agency said.
MrJiang's five colleagies who
also stepped down are: Premier
Zhu Rongji, patliament head Li
Peng, both 74, Ui Ruihuan {68),
chairman of Chinese people’s po-
fivical consultative conference,
Wel Jianxing {71}, head of cen-
tral commission for discipiine in-

Che Econvie Timne.

young

Cook Ren: Jiang Zemin and (rght) Hu Jintao raise their hands to vote for
Zemin's pofitical theary in Befjing on Thursday. ~ Reuters

spection and Ti Langing {700,
vice premier. The new CPC cen-
tral commities is compused of ¢
195 tull members and 158 aher- |
nate members. Some 180 out of |
the 356 members and ahernate ‘
!]H‘lﬂh{ TS are new fri('t?

Mr Huo was picked 2 decade
ago by the late paramountleader
Deng Xiaoping 10 become Mr '
Jiang's successor, He 15 set 1o he-
came the general secretary of the |
CPC, the world's [pargu;i political
party, which boasts ofa member- |
ship of 56 milfien while Mr Hu is
expected tobe theonly candidaie
tor the iop pary post, Houg Kong
media reports gay Mr Nang's
cuse aide, Zeng Qinghong, 63,35
also vying for thie coveted party
title, Mr Hu hadedepfonsirated
toughness in La]z( with the Ti-
betan n\\weme —PTl

e
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Huis crowned,
but Jiang

1 A

1S kmgmaker

Jeremy Page and
Joht Ruwitch
Beljing, Novenmber 15

HU JINTAO 1ok the helm of
China on Friday, but JSang
Zemin kept hisg post ag head of
the Central Milifary Commis-
sion, which commands the
world's higgest army

Hu. 39. was appointed party
chief at the head of the fourth
generation of leaders - - foliow-
ing Chairman Mao Zedong,
Deng Xiaoping and Jiang —-
charged with guiding China's
wrenching economic reforms
while maintaining the pariy's
Erip on power

After months of secretive
jockeying., the new  line-up
emerged trom behind a carved
wootden ang lacquer screen in
the Great Hall of the People in
the dramatic tinaie to the first
suecession in Communist China
untainted by purges. plots or
hloodshed.

“(n behalf of all members of
the newly-elected central leader-
ship, 1 thank all comrades of the
party for their trust.” said Hu. in
a dark suit and red tie, as China’s
new leaders faced the world's
media for the first time.

The ceremony, televised live,
was the first many of China’s 1.3
billion people learned of the
most sweepjng shake-up since
Jiang took power in 1989 afier a
bloody crackdown on student
protests on Tiananmen Square.

»Jiang Zemin's not there!” a
stunned Li Jiahui exclaimed in a
Beiiing carpet shop as he

REUTERS
Hu Jintao waves to reporters after
taking over in Beijing on Friday.

watched his new leaders file cut
behind Hu, the only one on the
previous  polithuro  standing
committee.

“We didn't expect 80 many o
retire,” said Zui Yan, 29, finance
officer at a ioint venture compa-
nyv in Beijing.

The new standing committee
— the pinnacle of power — was
expanded from seven to nine
members and packed with Jiang
alligs, guaranteeing hint a gay in
policy making as China grapples
with rising unemployment anad
emerges as a world power,

“The more people you have, the
less power gach individual has,”
said one Chinese political scien-
tist, who declined to be identified.
“and the more alligs Jiang has,
the more he can influence deci-
sion-making after retirement.”

Agencies
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<" Communist Revolution
c unist lut
China’s usition from(/c&&bn‘rn{:l 3m tof lca{)' alism
and its leaflership change from Jiang Zemin to Hu
Jintao havejgone through like a dream — no hitches, no
bottlenecks, no rebellion in the ranks. Much has been
made in the international media about the anonymity
of the new incumbent. They forget this runs in the
Chinese communist party. Deng Xiao Peng was hardly
known to the outside world when, in the *50s, he was
made general secretary of the communist party. Nor
was Jiang Zemin a big name when he was elevated by
Deng from the mayoralty of Shanghai to replace the
discredited Zhao Zivang after the Tiananmen Square
upheaval. However, Hu Jintao represents a new genera-
tion of completely indigenous Chinese leaders. Raised
in the traditions of Deng's pragmatism, the younger lot
are relatively, if not wholly, untainted by Maoist
extremist views. Among the first generation Chinese
leadership, there were many with a French education,
and the second generation, including Jiang Zemin, were
all Soviet-educated. Hu Jintao is a native Chinese pro-
duct and so are his new colleagues. Of course, some of
the old elements will still influence policy. Jiang Zemin,
for instance, has followed in the footsteps of mentor
Deng in retaining the chairmanship of the powerful
military commission and thereby having a decisive
voice in defence and foreign policies of his country,

Yet, the changeover is remarkable. Of the nine
members of the standing cammittee of the politburo,
eight are newcomers, the only continuing member
being Hu Jintao himself. Nearly half of the central
committee has been retired because the members were
thought to be too old, and of the new additions most are
engineers. The standing committee was expanded from
seven to nine primarily to accommodate the nominees
of different retiring leaders such as Jiang Zemin,
Li Peng and Zhu Rongji. However, the dynamics of
leadership all over the world has been such that once a
leader is installed, he grows in his office. Unlike the
radical fransition from Mao to Deng, the changes from
Deng to Jiang Zemin and the latter to Hu Jintao have a
confinuity. China has its own style of projecting its
leaders to the world, and it will not be long before
Hu Jintao becomes as well-known as Jiang Zemin. What
is clear through all this is China's gradual vet dramatic
transformation. Hu Jintao’s launching pad will be the
vision set out by the 16th party congrtiss. And thatis a
clear invitation to capitalism.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

16 NOV 2002
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‘ Beijing, Nov. 13: China’s new
' leader Hu Jintao assured the
| world roday that the country’s
© commitment to opening up its
economy will remain un-
changed in the new regime he
will preside over.

Hu and his team presented
themselves to the international
media at a4 simple ceremony
here this morning.

He was elected the new gen-
i eral secretary of the Chinese
i Communist Party at the first

" plenum of the new central com-
mittee earlier today and he-
comes the conntry’s next presi-
dent at the session of the Peo-
ple's Congress {(parliamoent)
next March.

Once again proving some
western China pundits wrong,
Hu addressed the media
without, however, taking ques-
tions,

The custom so far was for
the new topmost leaders — the
members of the standing

! ASHIS CHAKRABARTL

committec of the politburo —-

hY £

without speaking.

In the small podivum decked
with autumn flowers, Hu and
eight other members of the
new standing committee stood
for nearly half an hour, a large
painting of the Great Wall pro-
viding the backdrop. a typical
Ming-dynasty flower vase at
the opposite wall and ornate
chandeliers reflecting the
lights.

“The world is curious to
know what China’s new leaders
will do,” Hu read from a pre-
pared speech.

“T want to say clearly that
our policies have been stated in
unambiguous terms in the

political report of the Con-
EZress.

The Three Hepresents,

along with Marxism and the

thoughts of Mao Zedong and |

Peng Xiaoping, will be our
guideline for a long time to
come.”

There was one change,
though, from the previous
standing commiitee the
number this time is nine, Hu in-
cluded, compared to Jiang
Zemin's seven.

But the most important
change, which Huhimself hint-
ed and many analysts predict-

NS

%S VOW

ed, is that it is now time for col-
lective leadership.iChina seems

to have finally passed the age of

one-man leadership.,

One thing, however, didn't
change,

True to tradition, there is no
woman even this time among
the topmost leaders,

In its 80-vear history, the
Chinese Communist Party
never had one on the standing

committee. Geniler reforms
in the party have to wait
longer.

THE TELEGRAPY

16 NOV 2O?
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~ Jiang retains

.China DadvaNN

BEIJING, Nov. 15, — Chinese President
Mr Jiang Zemin was rte-elected today as
chairman of the Central Military, Commis-
siom, according to Xinhua report.

Mr Hu Jintao (39) was elected as the new
general secretary of the incumbent Com-
munist Party of China at the
first plenary session of the
16th Central Committee of £
the party. The session was
held today in Beijing at the
Great Hall of the People.

Mr Jiang’s continuation as
head of the CMC, a post
which makes him the coun- |
try's military commander-in- ¢
chief, is seen by analysts as a
clear indication that the 76-
year-old leader, who domina-
ted Chinese politics for 13
yeurs since the Tiananmen
square incident, is unwiiling to fade away.

The plenary session also elected a new
nine-member Political Bureau Standing
Committee, headed by Hu Jintao. The oth-
er eight members are: Wu Bangguo, Wen
Jiabao. Jia Qinglin, Zeng Qinghong, Huang

Ju, Wu Gyanzheng, Li Changchun and Luo
Gan.
@/4;, Guo Boxiong and Cao Gang-

TP STATESAY

>,
Mr Jiang Zemin: Not just yet

military contﬂ)l

chuan were elected vic chalrmen of the
commission, Xu Caihou, Liang Guanglie,
Liao Xilong and Li Jinai were elected mem-
bers of the commission. Wi Guanzheng was
elected as secretary of the Central Commis-
sion for Discipline Inspection.

During the plenum, a 24-member Central
Committee Political Bureau members were
also elected. They are: Wang
Lequan, Wang Zhaoguo, Hui
Liangyu, Liu Qi, Liu Yun-
shan, Li Changchun, Wu Yi
(female), Wu Bangguo, Wu
Guanzheng, Zhang Lichang,
Zhang Dejiang, Chen Lian-
gyu, Luo Gan, Zhou Yong-
kang, Hu Jintao, Yu Zheng-
sheng, He Guoqiang, Jia Qin-
glin, Guo Boxiong, Huang Ju,
Cao Gangchuan, Zeng Qing-
hong, Zeng Peiyan and Wen
Jiabaon. The alternate mem-
ber of the Politburo is Wang
Gang. Secretariat of the Central Committee
consists of Zeng Qinghong, Liuv Yunshan,
Zhou Yongkang, He Guogiang, Wang Gang,
Xu Caihou and He Yong,

During a press conference Mr Hu, newly
elected general secretary of the Centrai
Committee of the Commnist Party of China
(CPC), pledged to congmue the reform proc-
€ss, opening-up drive And modemisation/

16 Nov 20
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By P. 8. Suryanarayana

BEUING NOV. 15, China today
scripted a crisis-free political
succession with poise and preci-
sion. The Central Cormmittee of
the governing Communist Party
of China (CPC) elected the 59-
vear old Hu Jintao as its new
General Secretary,

Jiang Zemin gave up this post
on Thursday to facilitate an or-
derly change of leadership on
the basis of a political consensus
within the party. Mr. Jiang, who
will retain his status as China's
President until perhaps the end
of his present term within the
next few months, had become
the CPC’s General Secretary in
the tumultuous circumstances
that characterised the “June 4
incident” or the "Tiananmen
Square crisis’ in 1989.

As China's Vice-President at
the present juncture, Mr. Hu is
expected to succeed Mr. Jiang as
President in due course and in
accordance with the country's
current constitutional practices.
Mr. Hu's election, as also that of
eight others as members of the
CPC’s nucleus of power, the
Standing Committee of the Po-
litical Bureau, signalled a
smooth palitical transition ro-
wards a new generation of lead-
ership in China where the
Government and the party with
a political monopoly remain in a
state of symbiotic relationship.

The political transition was
laced with the significant re-

New team to carry on Jiang legacy

By P. 8. Suryanarayana

BEUING, NOV. 15. By high noon on
a cold and windy Friday, harsh
weather even by Beijing's acute
standards of early winter, the
new political establishment
here exuded a spring-season
optimism to press forward
along a course that was set by
liang Zemin, the leader who
had stepped dowm, only a day
earlier, as the General Secretary
of the ruling Communist Party
of China (CPC).

For the CPC's new (eneral
Secretary, Hu Jintao, and his
colleagues in the party's rejuve-
nated Central Committee, Mr.
liang’s sustainable relevance is
a matter of both political cor-
rectness and civilisational cour-
tesy. Not surprisingly, Mr. Jiang
was today re-elected by the
CPC’s new Central Commitree
as Chairman of the pariy's pow-
erful Central Military Commis-
sion. Mr. Jiang has shed all
other portfolios except that of
China’s President, a tenure post
that will tun its full course by
March next year, and the con-
current pesition as Chairman of
the national-level Central Mil-
irary Comrnission.

.. The paolitical coexistence be-

Hu Jintao waves after he was named
head of the Communist Party, in
Beijing on Friday. — AFP

election of the party’s outgoing
General Secretary to the pivotal
post of Chairman of the CPC’s
Central Military Commission. As
China’s President, Mr. Jiang will
remain the ex-officio Chairman
of the country’s overall Central
Military Commission too. This
critical aspect of today's pelitical
denouement in Beijing is
viewed, in the informed circles
Lere, as either a sign of Mr.
fiang's undiminished political
authority or as a goodwill ges-
ture rowards him from Mr. Hu
and his new team of collective

tween Mr. Hu's new team and
China's President is traceable to
the equation between the two
leaders and the political com-
pulsion to draw upon Mr.
fang’s expertise in managing
the country’s sensitive military
matters. Thursday's strategic
surgery of the political kind
within the CPC was, therefore,
followed by a prescription of
post-opetative care in this fash-
ion. While this might have
helped stnoothen China’s latest
political transition, Mr. Hu and
the CP(’’s new Political Bureau
have vet (o portray his image
within the party with a defin-
itive (ouch. .

Informed sources point out
that Mr. Hu stood at the head of
a line-up of new members of
the Standing Committee of the
CPC ‘s Politburoe in a political
cameo in front of Chinese and
foreign journalists here today.
This contrasts strongly with the
manner in which Mr, liang had
occupied the “core position” in
a similar political cameo when
he presented his team to the
outside world several years ago,
it is said.

In the end, even as the CPC
today reordered its political pri-
orities, it became clear that the

CRE HINDU

v

chief
Y u€
leadbrship
the party.

Mr. Hu's career
graph in politics
has, for the most
part, remained on
the upward trajec-
tory since his rise
o prominence in
October 1992 as
the voungest ever
member of the
CPC  Politburo’s
Standing Commit-
tee. His talent as
the potential lead-
er of Communist
China’s “fourth
generation”  was
detected by none
other than Deng
Xigoping, the pa-
triarch of China's
post-Mao  politics
of reform and
modernisation.
Mr. Hu, a techno-
crat, has served the CPC's cause
in Tiber amang other piaces.
With Mr. Jiang having acquired’
the reputation of “China’s Mik-
hail Gorbachev'” withaut the lat-
ter's political failings and
tragedies, Mr. Hu's credentials
as areformist are bound te come
under the microscope both at
home and abroad.

Wu Bangguo and Wen jiabao,
who rank next only to Mr. Hu in
the CPC's new executive line-up,
and Zeng Qingheng, considered
close to Mr, Jiang, are among the
mare prominent new leaders.

within

Western predictions of a power
struggle, or at least a possible
factional wrangling, were ill-
canceived from the beginning.
The comments hy some key dei-
egates after the conclusion of
the CPC's latest national con-
gress indicate that Mr. Hu's
team would lke to navigate
with the help of the party’s old
ideological compass as also Mr,
Jiang's theory about the party's
multi-dimensional representa-
tive character.

If Mr. Jiang was, in the end,
disappointed that the party did
not associate his name with his
theory which was now en-
shrined in the CPC constitution
through an amendment, ke did
not betray any traces of such
emotions.

The near-adulatory apprecia-
tion that he received for step-
ping down from the party’s high

CHINA / JIANG RETAINS TOP MILITARY POST oy

Hu takes over as party

i

perch at this time was to be seen .

fo be believed.
As for the parey's perceived
move towards a ‘liberalised’ fu-

ture under the socialist banner, ;
neither Guy Kawasaki’s humor-

ous notion of a capitalist mani-
festo nor the separate idea of
“red capitalists” will suit the

CPC as it seeks to watch its own
steps. /g |
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\ W SMOOTH TRANSITION IN CHINA L/“U}\'% A\Y

ARE KABLY TENSION-FREE handing over
of powen at the highest echelons of its lead-
ership ha$ perhaps been the most significant
achievernent notched up by the Communist
Party of China (CPC) at its Sixteenth Congress.
Jiang Zemin who has led China for the last 13
years, General Secretary of the CPC till the last
day of the Congress, has handed over his post
to Hu Jintao, a person who has been groomed
for the job for more than five years and who is
likely to take over as President of the country
next year. Mr. Hu was the only member of the
Standing Committee of the CPC’s Politbureau
to retain his place in China’s highest decision-
making body as five other senior leaders — in-
cluding the Prime Minister, Zhu Rongji, and the
head of Parliament, Li Peng — followed Mr.
Jiang's example by giving up their positions in
the Central Committee. Eight younger leaders
have joined Mr. Hu in an expanded Standing
Committee and two among them, Wen Jiabao
and Wu Bangguo, are expecied to replace Mr.
Zhu and Mr. Li in their governmental posts in
due course, Sweeping changes have also been
effectuated in the Politbureau (now expanded
from 21 members to 24) as well as the Central
Committee in line with the recently introduced
unwritten rule that officials who have crossed
70 years of age should step down. While the
outgoing senior leaders are expected to contin-
ue to exert influence for some time to come, the
CPC has effectuated an orderly transition from
the third to the fourth generarion of the cadre
that has served it for 81 years.

The new leadership of the CPC will be the
first that had not initially been tempered by the
revolutionary wars and the efforts to consoli-
date communist rule in China. For many, the
really formative experiences would have been
the Great Leap Forward, the Cultural Revolu-
tion and the processes of economic reform
ushered in during the 1980s. They would have
been at the middle rungs of the party hierarchy
when it had to contend with the traumatic

N

challenges thrown up by the Tiananmen Square
incidents and should therefore be well ac-
quainted with the stresses that surges in pop-
ular sentiment can exert. Those experiences
could prove invaluable to Mr. Hu and his asso-
ciates as they try to guide China through a mul-
ti-dimensional and delicate transitional phase.
Questions that are faced by all developing so-
cieties — the choice of strategies for economic
growth that will neither entail mass unemplay-
ment in the short term nor widen income dis-
parities in the long — require even more
sophisticated answers in China's case given the
vanguard role that the party has taken on itself.
The new leadership of the CPC will find the im-
mediate future even maore complicated as it has
to manage China’s integration into the global
economy following its entry into the World
Trade Organisation a little less than a vear ago.

In a demonstration that it considers chang-
es in its organisational make-up and program-
matic thrust as a continuum with the past
rather than a break, the CPC has recast its Con-
stitution to incorporate the “theory of the three
Represents” propounded by Mr. Jiang though
his name has not been specifically appended
{as it was in the case of Mao Zedong thought or
Deng Xiaoping theory). With the incorporation
of the theory into its Constitution, the CPC has
shaded its personality as the vanguard of the
workers and peasants and now presents itself as
the representative of “advanced productive
forces” and “advanced cultural forces” as well.
It is widely believed that the theory has been
hammered into the Constitution in order to en-
rol China’s new entrepreneurial class into the
party though only a minuscule percentage has
shown any interest till now. High levels of offi-
cial corruption do enable the members of the
new class to manipulate governmental deci-
sions and perhaps the hope is that such covert
influence will be reduced if China’s new rich are
provided the means to d?g{t: policy within the
party forums. )

- T
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of China in March

Beijing: Communist Party
chief Jiang Zemin on Thurs-
day ushered in a new genera-
tion of leaders under Hu Jin-
tao in the first orderly suc-
cession since the party took
power in 1949, My Jiang will
step down as President in
March.

But the new leadership. to
he unveiled on Friday after
months of secretive jockey-
ing for power, will be packed
with Mr Jiang's allies, allow-
ing him to pull the strings
from behind the curtain,
sources close to the party
satd, “Wherever Mr Hu
looks —up, down, left or
right—he will see Mr Jiang's
men,” a political scientist re-
marked,

More than 2,000 delegates
burst into applause in the
Great Hall of the People
when the results of the elec-
tion for the new Central Com-
mittee were announced. Vice
president Hu, 38, is the only
member of the current sev-
en-man leadership elected to
the Central Committee, indi-
cating that he would head the
“fourth generation” of lead-
ers after Chairman Mao Ze-
dong, Deng Xiaoping and Mr
Jang.

The new Standing Com-
mittee will parade out fram
behind a screcn in the Great
Hall on Friday as the climax
of a tense drama in which
most of the action has taken
place off stage.

The new lineup, ham-
mered out by retiring lead-
ers, 1s a fiercely guarded se-
cret and the sublect of
months of speculation,

“With the election of anew
Central Committee, the par-
ty's leadership has ensured a
smoath transition {rom the
old to the new,” Mr .Jiang. 76,
told the 16th Congress before
it closed to the strains of the
‘Internationale’. Among the
others who are not on the
new panel are parliament
chief 1.i Peng and Premier
Zhu Rongji. The will also
leave their government posts
in March,

The previous ifransitions
have been tainted by purges,
plots and bloadshed. In fact,
Mr Jiang had been appointed
as the parry chief after the
crackdown  on protests
around Tiananmen Sguare

in 1989,
We won't
know for
sure until
we see who
comes out
and in
what  or-
der,”” a po-

¥ litical sci-
entist said,
adding,
“l.eadership succession is
more institutionalised than
it used to be. But it is still
very opaque.” |

However, it is rumoured
that Mr Jiang has shoe-
horned at ieast four key allies
into the new Standing Com-
mittee. They say the body
might be expanded to nine,
with six people from his
camjp.

While Mr Jiang has se-
curad a seat for his protege
Zeng Qinghong, who stepped
down as head of the party’s
organisation department last
month, Mr Zhu is backing his
deputy Wen Jiabao to take
over the nation’s economy
Not ta be outdone, Mr Li has
negatiated a seat for his pro-
tege Luo Gan, who is likely to
take over the party’s corrup-
tion watchdog.

Meanwhile, with an over-
whelming number of allies |
in the new dispensation, Mr
Jiang will continue to have a
say in decision-making and :
protect his family’s interests ;
after his retirement, sources
said.

Besides, he could also re-
main chairman of the Cen-
tral Militarv Comimission, as ;
Mr Deng did between 1987 F
and 1989,

The President's hand was
also strengthened when the
Congress approved a plan to
write his “Three Represents”
political theory into the par-
ty constitution, putting him
on a symbolic plane with
Mao and Deng, whose theo-
ries are also enshrined in the
charter.

It also boosts his power in
retirement, requiring him to |
be consulied on any further
reforms.

Analysts said Mr Hu |
would have to defer to Mr
Jiang for the next few years,
but might try to promote his
own allies through the ranks
1o build up a power base. Reuers

Jiang Zemin

|

/
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By P. S %uryana:ayana

BELJING, NOV.14, An entire galaxy
of China's tp leadership wil}
fade away from its political fir-
mament, following a momen-
tous decision by the ruling
establishment here today.

The leaders who hid farcwell

Lo politics include the Chinese |

President, Jiang Zemin, and the
Prime Minister, Zhu Rongji
who will. nonetheless, retain
their official positions far the
present.

—

hma S oI%guard

\

LiPeng, a powerful ideologue
who has ranked next only to Mr.
Jiang at the top echelons of the
Communist Party of China
[CPC), is among the others who
will retire from active politics.
Mr. Li, loo, will keep his posi-
tion as the chief parliamentar-
ian for the present.

The other party veterans who
have agreed to step down from
the CP(’s Central Committee
are Li Ruihuan, Wei Jianxing
and Li Langing.

While all the six leaders

o

RHE HINDL

'1b0vc or about 70 vears old,
(China’s Vice-President, Hu Jin-
tao, who is hardly B0, is the anly
leader within Mr. Jiang's brains
trust to have made the grade o
a new Central Committee of the
CPC, even as the party voted for
massive changes in a transpar-
ent ambience of peace and am-
ity during the concluding stages
of its week-long 16th National
Congress at the Great Hall of the
People.

Mr, Fiu is widely expected to
snecrad Mro Tiang as the CPC

|

makes s way—f;); nveaces

general secretary when a plen-
um of the new Central Comimit-
tee, which was constitured
taday, meets here tomorrow o
set up a new-iook Polithuro and
its Standing Committee. With
that, Mr. Hu will come into (e
reckoning for the post of Chi-
na's President, under the coun-
wy's  current  constitutional
practices, as and when Mr. liang
compleres his term within the
next few months. Of political
significance in this context is
whether M. Jiang will, under
the party “laws,” be able to re-
tain his position as chairman of
the CPC's Central Military Com-
mission.

The other significant decision
that the CPC ok 1oday was the
adopton of an amendmoent 1o
the pargy's constitution. Hailing
the theory of "Three Hepre-
sents,” which defines the par-
ty's new political identity, the
CPC sought to fast-forwurd Chi-
na’s present movement towards
capitalism within a {ramework
of “socialist modernisation.”
However, there was no mention
of a capitalist manifesto as dis-
tinct from the original commu-

nist manifesto under the guabit
of a “Red Star.” /Lm
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Jlang proteges step mto

J“O Central Commlttee

BEIJING, Nov. 14. — A large number of
outgoing Chinese leader Jiang Zemin's
proteges were voted into the Communist
Party’s elite Central Commitice today,
according to a list of new members
published by state media.

Among the 198 full members of the body,
are officials who have accompanied Mr
Jiang for years and risen to the top along
with their mentor.

The new Central Committee was form-
ally approved this morning by the
Communist Party’s 16th Congress.

Among Mr liang allies are Mr Zeng
Qinghong, the president’s political right
hand man and chief tactician, as well as Mr
Jia Qinglin, head of the Communist Party in
the capital Beijing, according to the list
released by the China News Service.

Others are Mr Huang Ju, former party
secretary in China’s largest city Shanghai,
and Mr Tang Jiaxuan, foreign minister since
1998. Mr Zeng Peiyan, the country’s top
economic planner, is another well-known
Jiang ally on the list.

Mr Jiang will continue to be President till
March 2003, when he would hand over
power to his deputy, Mr Hu Jintao, who is
slated to be elected the next General
Secretary of the CPC here tomorrow.

g\

Politicians associated with Zhu Rﬂg_]j. a

Jiang rival also standing down from the |

party’s top echelon and expected to retire
as premier next year, seem much rarer on
the list. But Mr Zhu ally Mr Dai Xianglong,

likely to remain central bank governor fora

few more months, was among them.

Women slighted in new set-up

Despite Mao Zedong’s famous line that

“women hold up half the sky”, female
Communist Party members were an in-
creasingly cndangered species in a new
party elite appointed today.

Out of 198 full members of the party’s |

Central Committee, only five are women,
according to a list published by the state-

run China News Service. That compares |

unfavourably with the previcous Central
Committee, where seven out of 193 scats
were held by female party members.

The new committee was officially rabber-
stamped by the party’s 16th Congress in
Beijing, which ended today.

Delegate Ms Li Yixia indicated that more
women may have won posts as alternate
Central Committee members.
more than 20 women who were elected (as

both full and alternate members).” The list |
has not been

of alternate members
revealed.

THE STATESMAL
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China Daily/Asia News Network

BEUJING. Nov. 14, — Paving the
way for the younger generation fo
take up the reins of China’s
Communist Party, President Jiang
Zemin stepped down, leaving Vice-
President Mr Hu Jintao as the only
politburo member to be re-clected
to its central committee today.
Besides Mr Zemin, Mr Li Peng, Mr
Zhu Rongji, Mr Li Ruihuan, Mr Wei
Jianxing and Mr Li Langing also
stepped down. This decision was
taken during the closing session of the
party’s National Congress today,
where the new CPC  central
committee, comprising 336 members
of whom 180 are new, was clected.
More than 2,100 delegates Lo the
Congress showed appreciation for
Mr Zemin and his colleagues for the
“breadth of their political vision and
sterling integritv”. The election

R
began 5homfter the closing,

session  started.  As  executive
members of the Presidium of the
16th CPC National Congress, Mr
Zemin and his colleagues, who had
not been listed as candidates for
membership of the new central
committee, sat in the front row on
the podium.

As is customary, a new CPC
central committee holds its first
plenary session on the day following
the conclusion of a party National
Congress. The plenum will elect the
CPC central committee’s peneral
secretary, members of its politburo
and polithburo standing committee.

The delegates also approved of
President Zemin's “Three Repre-
sents” theory. adding capitalist-style
ideology to their party constitution.
The theory declares that the party
represents all social segments of an
increasingly capitalist China.

Another report on page 3

TMESTATESMAR

Hu takes over from Jiang

Clockwise from top left: Mr Hu Jintao, the only
CPC politburo member to be re-elected to the
central cominittee, Top leaders, Mr Jiang
Zemin, My Li and Mr Zhu Rongji, have

made way for the younger generw
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Beljing, November 14

b

PRESIDENT JIANG Zemin
today decided to step down
from the party helm, hut he has
packed the new leadership his
allies, allowing him to pull
strings from behind the curtain.

Chinese sources with close
party links said Jiang has shoe-
horned at least four Kkey
ajlies into the new Standing
Committee,

The body could zlso be ex-
panded to nine, wirh six people
from his camp, they say.

Jiang has secured a seat for
his main protege and hatchet
man, Zeng Qinghong, 63, who
stepped down as head of the
party’s organisation depart-
ment last month, they say,

Vice-Premier Wen Jiabao, 60,
is sure to join the Standing Com-
mittee, backed bv Premier Zhu
Rongji, 74, and is expected to
take over the reins of China
next year

Parliament chief Li Peng, 74,
has negotiated a seat for his pro-
tege. internal security chief
Luo Gan, 67, who is expected to
take over the party’s corruption
watchdog.

The other candidates for the
Standing Committee, whether it
is seven or nine, zll have close
links to Jiang — either through
personal friendship or as part of
& “Shanghai Gang” of natives or
former officials from China’s fi-
nanciai centre.

Huang Ju. 64, who stepped
down as Shanghai party chief
last month, is expected to join
the new leadership and may
take over the National People's
Congress, China’s Parliament.
next year.

Beijing's former party boss.
Jia @inglin. 62. a close friend of
Jiang, is likely to take a Stand-
ing Committee seat despite be-
ing tainted by a massive smug-

L‘?fk‘ ,

efs_eﬂleﬂ' “JACKSU
1 bar — '

ilets which spilled over
to the bar.

pF * Accounts suggest that
" rowe was getting the
arst of the battle before
hodyeuards rode o
s rescue, )
“Ope of Crowe’s min-
rs rushed in after hear-
g shouting and found
gwe lying on
ound with the other
v on top of him.” one
\looker told reporters.
B A police spokesman
finfirmed that they had

50

R B:tween “two men in
eir thirties”.
They said that no

arges had been made.
hen police arrived the
uation was under con- |

ime were received:
ere were no arrests,
d there will be no
police actjon,”
tice said.

The Guardian

UNMASKED: Michael Jacks:
Santa Maria an Wednesday.
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FINAL SALUTE: A military def ' *
session of the [6th Communist, trulsm pays Y
gling scandal thar unfolded i ® ’
der his watch in the southee"lve en O On eI
et'n province of Fujian.
Vice-Premier Wu Bangg“.)
61 andla former Shanghai par
boss.ill join the Standi, . i er 14
Commlittee, probably as exe 15}11;_1@1;\0.%
tive Vice-Premier. but ?@rha)ULTS WHQ live by the
instead of Huang as Par]iameage “it's more blessed to
chief. If the Standing Comim, " chan to receive” enjoy
tee is expanded, two more Jialnger life spans than peoc-
allies are likely to join. the Cl, i focused on “gimme”
nese seurces and analysts Say’blater years, suggests a pi-
They are Li Changchun, Eleer‘mé new study.
It's the first one to compare
w giving and recei\f’mg 1

ﬁi
v I'BODY TALK
#
The study followed 2
couples for five years. All
‘the men were at least
years old. At the start. p
ticipants were asked_
thev'd given or recen
embtional or practical he
in the past vear. Five ve

TEHNDUSTAN TR~ 1 5 NOV 2002



\ BTG

i [BIU3D) MU B JO SIDQUIIUT
FPUIDYE PUE SI3QUUAUT ‘SPUBY
10 moys v g 8unoa jo ssadoid
e gdnomy ‘asoyn Arpol 340 ayl
Ju 5§213U07) JBUCIIBN] 19 1 JO
wpisaid a1) ‘mollowol PRy
(] [[IM SUOTIR[Q [BULIO] USNOYT,
euyD w smyeedde aies 53 pue
wsTunuItiten Jo esdefiod Bupwoed
Sl SE $9as AY IBUm uQ | AL
-an,, B auop sey oym Suey)
wopron  Joo say 2y Suoim
ano1d 01 PALITULIBIED $1 DD 910
Wq ‘uoIsSas g1 21} JO ewrIp
aalsIap pue Y31y ayy yoieiu o}
paradxa jou st ssaduor) reuo))
-BN 191 a3 Jo uolssas Sursop
¢ s.molrowo], "poliad aures sy
| Buunp |, 18110 uswWURUEL],, I3
| PoATOSSI BUIL) UDTUM UT SIIURIS
k -WINDIL 8t SUIMO[[O] J[9511 686 T
ay 1sod 1saydny oyl o1 paleu
| -Twou uaag pry Sury| Iy 1wed)
ﬁ poj-8uklf a1 Jo JUIWASIOPU
JATSIIAP 1Ny 18D B Uy quamad
| -unouue 1oud e moym e8es
uo  gouwieadde onewEIp B
opel Fua(] 1Byl £661 U Dd]) a4}
| 30 ss218U00) [RUONEN YF]T Ayl JO
| sadeys euy s fuunp sem 11
. "SYIUOUI 1UIS8I Uf
| inunos a1 apsino pue urgim
| pog  Auderang  esaulyy oW
i Aq paoaford uaaq sey ny 1w
, Uolym Ul Iauueul Juatedsuenl

Y 81 SAYEIS  UOISSAIIMNS o)
0] JUBAS[AY "AIRIAIIAG [elauany
s Auted o se Buell 1 paadons
0} A[2I] 1S0UT LB I §1 ‘ovlul|
Y 9ATINIAXA D) yuouturosd
B PUE JUAPISAII-a2IA S BUIYD
‘asudans  eomnpod  snuTma-)se|
B 10 1343 aty) ul 3daoXy ‘moiiow

-0] AUOWIRIE) [BWI0J B 18 A[aYY
PAIOPISUOD 51 D7) syl Jo d8els
DIUan Al wel] 1) s dueyf I
1) 121U SIYY Uy s7 11 sandes)
-y 1Bunof  Jumrssap 10y
Apm aew ‘sapuanyoud 1R
Jo ands wr pue ade umd e
I31]e ‘pInoys STOPRI] S[10Pa 3R

dy — "Aepsaupap uo Sulflleg
wy ssaifosd up SSIFU0D |RUOHEN YIST §.ANR4d ISIUNWWOY
ayl Jo wnipisaxd ap jo Juiledw syl (LIAYIN SIDIOHD

~ uonisues} 10} Suipeay

m@%g,éo A2

‘euryy Ut sonifod orp-1sod Jo
yoseimed paindsipun ay ‘Buag
Aq umop prej srdiound B 51 aRels
SIYp 3B paraquiswial  ARpia
“Aoe1d0)uoial woiy Aeme aaow
o oy Jygiw g0 Ayl je
30D YL Sem PUGIIS NjL
‘Aroay], 3utdoery
3ua(g pue wEnoy] Suopay oBly
OS[® SB LUSTUIUY-WISTAIey o1e
arped Auaed ayl o] saulapind
reawgdosoriyd Bunsme Ay, oy
pUR jues 3y 10 w1ou Burpmd
B SB POULILSUS ST I JT AToay) au)
g awed sduel] Iy aeos
-%e [jim Ajred ay) 10U L0 1aylaym
s1 anssi [eomtad 1s0uIasog ay L
. “SONSUINIRIBYD
asaulyy yim  wsendes  jo
UIIQ) B 10, WISIRID0S,, PIFUSHID
-193JRW SPIEMO] UOTISURT UMO
s,puly) afeurw 01 paudsap
Ko ® 1l ‘A19810930 LU 10 *SITR)
-Je [EUOTRUIIIUL Ul B9 UIIPOUI
-180d 311 01 pANNS IUUEB B Ul
Ased a1 jo uomxapdwod feony
-od ayi saugap Aasy: Ayl ‘unu
-ay Buelf uapisald s,BUIY;) pue
Ares100g TRIOUID) DD Yl Aq
papunedoly ‘{s-y§ o244 L) ,,51U3s
-axday a1y, o3 Jo ooty oyt
spiedar se uonmpsuod s A3Ied
2 ©) Juswpusiue pasodoid
B jo und suy ol ouuiIay
-ap 1y8nu ssarduod 1 Jo uors
-gas uis0jd s morlowo] 1811

$S3.13U09)

SINVYN NO NOILVYTINO3IdS ISNIALNI / YNIHD

"ABpol alay snoo]
Juautuinsd 01Ul SUIED 59NSS] 0M]
‘IdD Yt Jo suopyrd doy ayl
18 diysIopeal Jo 23URYD [RUCHE
-19uad v )o Smigissod ai) Inoge
SIS0 DUBR S30IN0S  3SIUN)
sanenioyne Aq paddosp teag
Apearle pey Sjuly Juapyns Se
uaAYy "33y si1sdfeue eanyed pue
sjewoldip uraaog Juoure ¢, sau
-01s aprsul,, pasoddns uo paseq
sem gorgm ‘Uohemodads papgang
SAJ} PpUB ‘SpEID  ‘9I0NJAIAY)
‘Alom SIUSUIADUNOUUER  [eur
-10] ON "¥aYIOUE 0} I8ped] auo
WO U3AS 10 IAIOUER O] UCHRID
-uad auo waly lamad Jo Tajsuen
YIOOUES B Passaullm SABMIE 10U
PEY 1BY ANUN0J © U1 HoBISUED
eaugod sy jo anbusAw auyl
uresns 01 Joge juatedsier v
uy ‘Treastd asuadsns oneureIp Jo
Isuas B 19[ DdD) A1) ‘12A3MOL]
"‘apeul Uaaq pei] saoyo
31 B IBA)D SWRdaq 1T ‘suon
-RIIQUAP SUO-A3aM S)T Umap
Suipum Aepol NI Yl Jo 5518
-Uog RUenEN gl Aq I
819y ajdoa] aul Jo [RH waIn
Yl 1B MOJIOWIOE 10§ Pa|npatos
AUCWIAISY [RULIOJ B 18 UOTISUEBI]
reonnod ajgissod e 30y pastod
pools JUSHIO] BUTYY) JO AR
ISIUNUILI) YL €T 'AON ‘DNIfag

eueAereueiing 'S ‘4 Ag

JdJd

,\c:

14 nov 1M

THE HINDCG



-~

sIainay
‘arenbg uswueLeL],
punoie  slagssicad  juspnls
10 DaOESSRW 6861 21 Jo 3yem
3yl ur Aned 9yl pesy o} uas
-OUd sem JUBI[ SAUIS J[yuysad
Auwrdsams 150w a1y} Jo £}TATIISUIS
ays AuyySyysiy ‘dnaul meuayd
SSNISIP 0} pasniax saiedafa(
‘58313000
au} e §$a00.1d uonae paydeid
-02002 B ydnoayy o3 Jsniu
mg 'sissxeiul  Afwel jo9jcad
pue Julyeul-lIoIsIoap ur Avs ©
daey 0] snorxie stapeay JuLirlal
u2amioq SUTPRI-3$.10Y UANoayl
FUEAPE UL N0 paySen;
Ua3q  oaey  seduwyo Ay,
Aes Aoy ‘PIp ur
-doery fua(y aossaoapaxd sty se
'‘BBITUIWIOY) [RITUSY) ) FUTARI]
JoYe (DND)) UOTSSTWWO)) AJe)

S9NLSI[I(] iy Apred

-ITUAL [B13USY) aU Jo peay a1y] jo
pesq s2 w0 £eis 0S[e pinos sy
ABS 520IN08
Ajred uotimpsuoo Lged ap
OTUL UBNLIM A1081]) [ea1dtTod STy
Suiaey puw sslfle (PIm dIgsas
-pea] mau ay) Suryoed Aq juetu
-aanal ul Jomod SIGRISPISLOD
PlIETM s SUuRlp T9aamoy
AepLig uo pajoad
-Xa Auowaaad e Ul apdosd sy
J0 [[®H 1881 9[A1S)A1A08 53
UT 23425 B puiyaq wolj sdtaurs
A9yl mun aIns 10} umouy
a0 JOU 1[I& SI9PEI] MAU oY ],
Jamod splaim [[1is Sueip
. Prem.o) 08 ATUO UBDd 1] MOl pue
uotjow oluy wnd uasq s.1L, ‘pres
ays ‘urety e ayl[ ST BUIYD,, 18}
-JRUI JOou PP 1BU) pa1sadsns nq
‘I N0 R B[] MUY SIS PTES ‘g7
‘19 Buo( jusBe soueansu| Fuil

194 ‘3510 SUOAIIAD ]SOUITE Y]
‘Ig ‘i BUeyz UBUIA0T]
-0d 2yjeq) pies [‘Yealq » aye)
pluE X2 0) S2A198aD pUE s1gad
8T ST 3ulInp euiy) Jo 2a8d
pood usyel seh, uondniiod
1uedures 1u8nodq os(e g ‘spaep
-uels Bural] pascxdw} pue wooq
JTWOUCId Ue Paj eyl SuLio]
81 J0 eI sBuelp Fupus sy}
-JOYSAT 2ATIRA0ES B} JN0OQE HIBD
A} UL 1A 3J1aM 3SaUTYD "SPUD
ULI3] PUodas ST uaym ‘YT
Ul JUTIW JUITIRT[IE] B 1B JUSPT
-53.1d §8 umop deis jsnuw Suelp
‘uofieu snotndod j1sow
S PIOM Bl JO WAy Iyl axel
im Suere pue Furdoery sua(
‘Auopaz 0PN URULLEUD) JIYE
sJlapeal Jo\uolieJouad YlInoj,
3yl Jey) SUSTS SANIUTfOP 1S4y
Y] agam a5 amod Jo] Butda

WA

e

WOL UMOP

ool 3A11AN] JO SYIUOTT 9PV
Jluowdorasaap
ajowotd 0] s19pedi Jadunos 0]
W0 8yEW 0} JuRM pue pio Jun
-198 [[& aJ4e A3 L, sadued diys
-19Pea AU} PIPUNOLINS SBY JBY)
AIUI[IS JO apod 151018 B Suiyealq
'pIES o1eFI[EpP 2UO |, ‘SOIBPIPULD
3911[WWO) (e8] axe ni J0j

1da0%a S19pea] syl 10 SUON,,
Avptag
U0 SI90WaT 8913TWINLOT) [RIIUA])
MU FUJ W] UsSoyD 3q [[IM I
-Tiam ‘Fajjtunuo)) urpueig oang
-I[0d 9} Jo Jaquaw B aq jsnul
AIB190088 TeJauad S ‘uonnips
-uoo Apred ay3 Japupy Lepsany],
uo Suochosd LLaniunue) [en

-ug) [ewdel pioy ssiedareg
Arred ayy
JO pesy S8 JI3A0 9)E) PINoM 81
UOTIRIIPUL JBATD 3811 9yl Juraa)

-Jo Aepsaupap, U0 pres La1)3 ‘9ol
-JIULIIOY) Tea)U3)) 8171 0] UOT108]3
-3.1 10} SUTpuels diysispeart 1ual
=112 811 Jo Joquriawr A[ug ayl st
68 ‘ORIUIL NH 1UaPIsald-a0lA
“pres A3 “BUIy) Js1unw
WD Jo AI0ISTY 83 UL UO[SSad
-ans Aapao pug ngadead isay
AU UT 39 TWo) SUTpuElS odng
104 UBWI-USATS 3]} WOJ] 3ar}
-3 0STE (14 ‘H{BUOY NYZ J6TWal]
pue Buag 1T JAIUD USRI
BUIPTIUTL ‘SIaPral 1aYio aald
“Yoam STUJ SI3PEI] JO
UOTIBEIZUSS Mol B 10] Aem 2B
pue Jorys Aured se umop deys
e urwey Suerp SUTWLIIUOD
‘uonIEnoads JO Syiuow papua
AR 85343100 Alded 1stUnw
e seulyd Ol SELVOATHd

)7. £1 1agiuaqoy ‘Fuiftag

d¥is 0y suer(

1 4 ROV 10

HF HINDUSTAN TR



Ching’ party top brass
re\f%ﬁ ler%‘iael%flip line-up

Beljing: After months of Turtive jockeving
for position, China’s Communist Party elite
was shown a list of candidates on Monday for
anew generation of leaders to take over from
President Jiang Zemin and others this week.

But the final linc-up is still a top secret and
dozens of confusing and contradictory ru-
mours are circling about how Mr Jiang, 76,
will eling to power through allies in the new
leadership or maybe by keeping one of his
three posts.

The 16th party congress, which opened on
Friday, was supposed to mark the first order-
v succession in the history of Communist
China, but the continuing uncertainty shows
how its political system remains entirely
opaque and unprediciable.

Although never officially announced, vice-
president Hu Jintao, 39, is expected to take
over as party chief on Friday after leaders
over 70, inciuding Parliament chief i Peng
and Premier Zhu Rongji. quit party posts,
Chinese sources say.

Mr Jiang has secured promaotion of at least

four key allies, including his main protege,
Zeng Qinghong, to the new polithuro stand-
ing commirttee, the party’s top decision-mak-
ing body which now has seven seats, they saw

Beyond that, there is still a range of possi-
hilities, including expanding the standing
committee to nine people and Jiang keeping
his third post as head of the military, they
say.

“There are so many different versions of
the new eadership flying around,” said one
Western diplomar.

Censors have threatened Chinese re-
porters with jail sentences for leaks anrd even
party sources say the final line-up will not be
known for sure until the new standing com-
mittee emerges from behind a screen in the
Great Hall on Friday.

Qver the next three days, delegates discuss
the candidate list, expected to have ahout five
per cent more names than there ave seats on
the central committee, and hold preliminary
votes to make sure everything goes according
o plan, party sources $ay. raves
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THE TRMES OF INDIA



~CGPC focus
‘N\ y P. . Suryanarayana . U

| BEIING, NOV. 10. As China’s ruling estallish-

' ment carried forward its multi-channgted

| in-camera discussions, the focus on)the

| margins of the 16th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China (CPC} on
| Sunday shifted to economic issues from the

i larger political question of a possible lead-

I ership change within the next few days.

At a different level within the overall
| framework of the CPC’s conclave, delega-

! tions from different provinces held discus-
sions on the issues before them. During
these discussions, some of which were
open to the press, the delegates brought 1o

f bear a certain degree of transparency and
candour within the larger context of the

| party’s traditional objectives and new di-

: rections that were outlined by China's Pres-

! ident and CPC helmsman, Jiang Zemin, on

: Friday when the week-long Congress be-

| gan.

i There were no dissenting voices as such,
while the grassroots-level confabulations
were marked by some intensity of purpose.
On the political plane, the CPC leaders
dropped no new hints today about the pos-
sible succession at the party’s highest eche-
lons. However, a political message is still
being conveyed by the regularity at which
judgement is pronounced within the par-
ty's hierarchy on the performance of “the
third generation collective leadership’’ that
has had “Mr. Jiang Zemin at the core”,

Mao Zedong's creation of a communist
state and Deng Xiaopings “paramount

TR

shifts to economic issues

A protester Is pushed into a police van
at the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing on Sunday. The protester’'s

intention was not known, — AP

leadership” are the defining contributions
of the two earlier generations at the CPC's
top layers. At one level, the intended mess-
age obviously is that the “collective lead-
ership”” under Mr. Jiang is poised for the
history books.

At another level, though, the sustainabil-
ity of the policies of this “collective lead-
ership” is seen as a subtle hint about the
continuing relevance of Mr. Jiang or at least

e .
TR

4

his policies, It is against this duality of in-
terpretations that the mystique of political
succession is still being kept alive in a man-
ner that is true of Western-style
democracies.

The official word today on the main po-
litical issue was summed up as follows by a
spokesman of the Congress: “In the 13
years since the founding of the third gener-
ation collective teadership with Mr. Jiang
Zemin at the core, China has made remark-
able achievements in reform and opening-
up. The Central Party Committee (under
Mr. jiang's guidance] has held high the
great banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory
{which introduced Chinese communism to
a select class of capitalist principles)”.

Mr. Jiang's team has also “implemented
the thought of “Three Representations” (on
how the CPC should represent the Chinese .
population as a political entity).

The Jiang team “followed the path of
building socialism with Chinese character-
istics'” and took steps for a “socialist mod-
ernisation drive”, it was underlined by the
spokesman, While the reference to the 13-
year period of the Jiang era is, arguably, a
testament to the stability and progress that
he and his team have brought about since
the Tiananmen Square incidents of 1989,
the resplendent Square in Beijing, which
bears a Mao leitmotif and stands today 4s a
symbuol of the political stability and eco-
nomic progress of the Jiang era, was also a
scene of C%lina's most momentous rans-
formation into a commuunist state over half

a century ago. —‘//
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ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

Beijing, Nov. 1(: Econemic re-
forms. ves: political veforms, no.
Jiang Zemin's political veport,
which predicted an even greater
push to economic retorms. hag
dashed hopes for any changs in
its auvihoriianan politics,

“We should never copy @il
madels of the political system ot
the West, " Jiang said in his re-
port, plunging pro-democracy
groups in frustration.

Yet, before the congress
began, there was just a flicker of
hope that some basic politieal
rights could now have a chance.
'washased on the party's deci-
sion e invite comments and
opintons of the smali non-com-
munist groups on Jiang's report.

It is not known if any such
commenis have been forthcom-
ing. At least the government-
controlled media, which puobli-
cised the invitation to other po-
litical groups a day before the
congress began last Friday, has
been sitent on this sofar

Tha! means pro-gemocracy
groups, which surreptitivosly
campaign on the hrutal suppres-
sion of their movement at
Tianamwmen Square on June 3-4,
1989, and the Falun Gong mem-
bers, who claim it to be a spiritu-
al outfil.wiil continue to be
where they are —- behind bars,
labour cantps or inexile abroad.

(v 4

leadership in meeting demands
for political reiorms has been
dismal. Jiang himself” came to
power {rom behind after the then
pariy secrelary Zhou Zhyvang
was hanished [or his fatlure (o
prevent the Tiauanmen inci-
dent. Zhou remains in house ar-
rest even today.

LiPeng, the number twoman
in the present leadership, was
credited in the party for strongly
supporting the military crack-
down at Tiananmen.

Weslern ohservers here see
little hope of things changing
for the better under the new
leader, Hu Jintao. He too has a
tarnished image for pro-democ-
racy groups, bhecause of his
record as a ruthless rule as gov-
srnor of Tibet,

Only Wen Jiabao, widely
speculated as the next Prime
Minister, ranks just a shade
betler as a political reformer
But analysts do not think he
can make any difference. espe-
cially because Jiang may contin-
ue to conirol the party apparaius
through his nominees in the
next polithure and the central
commities.

“Western  observers have
misjudged the politieal course in
China all these vears,” savs a
longtime observer, “their theory
that peitical reforms will be un-
stoppahle after the economic re-
forms hasn't worked in China.
The new rich and middle classes

yremrd of the onigeing

7 . v \6/
- Long live reform,
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it is not political -

A Chinese protester is led away by a policeman before he is able to fling leaflets into the air outside the Great Hall of the Peaple, {Reuters)

in the cities too are happy with
the wealth they have acowumudat-
ed in one generation. Why shou-
l they want to upset the regime
that’s given them the wind{ail?”

11 NOY 202

THE - E_LEGR APH

But Jiang knows the party is
huving new probiems hecause of
the new creed of money. Hence
the stress in his report on re-
forims within the party its ail in

the party —- it you open up the
gconomy to competition, party-
men too will compete for it

The reforms suggested are
therefore for the new breed

and the new creed of partymen,
but not for the people who want
political rights other than what
the communist party weuld
give them. . T

—
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Delegates tight-lipped over secret leadership reshuffle

Jiang’s capitalist move hailed

JEREMY PAGE

Beijing, Nov. 9 (Reuters): All
eyes turned to China's secretive
leadership succession today as
delegates at a pivotal Conunu-
nist Party Congress hailed Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin's move to em-
brace the new capitalist elite,

Jiang, also party boss, offered
no clear clues in his speech open-
ing the 16th congress yesterday
as to who will lead the world’s
most populous nation if he and
other leaders over 70 retire from
their party posts as expected
next week.

In the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple. delegates meeting to discuss
the speech were tight-lipped ona
reshuffle in which Jiang, 76, is

expected to hand his top post to
Vice-President Hu Jintao, 59, but
cling to power by insthlling ailies
in key positions.

One delegate from the east-
ern province of Shandong let
slip that the party’s Politburag,
made up of the 21 most powerful
people in China, was also meet-
ing today, but did not reveal what
was on their agenda.

“What personnel changes?”
Shanghai party boss Chen
Liangvu snapped at reporters
when pressed on the leadership
changes. “There are no person-
nel changes in Shanghai.”

Chen, counted among Jiang’s
proteges, took over the top job in
China's financial centre last
month and is now likely to take a

*™E TELEGRAPK

place on the Polithuro after the
COngress.

His predecessor, Huang Ju, is
also a Jiang ally and tipped for a
place on the Politbure Standing
Committee — the party's top de-
cision-making body which now
has seven members.

But the leadership change —
billed as the first orderly succes-
sion in Communist China — is
30 sensitive that only a tiny elite
circle know the final lineup, Chi-
nese souUrces say,

Those lower down the party
ladder can only swap rumaurs
and titbits of information. Ordi-
nary Chinese are left in the dark.

“We can say anythingiwe
want,” said Li Liucheng,: 44,
owner of a news stand on a busy

1:i

Beijing thoroughfare. “In the
end it's just silly and empty
words.

“My first priority is to sur-
vive, After that, I'H start think-
ing about new leaders,” he said.
“We hear Hu Jintao is up next.
What can we do even if we ob-
ert?”

On Thursday, the congress of
2,114 delegates will formally
elect anew Central Committee of
about 200, which will hold its
first meeting the next day and
choose a mnew Politburo and
Politburo Standing Committee.

The result is actually set in
advance through horse-trading
between top leaders anxious to
maintain political influence and
protect their family interests.



ﬂiang’s blg
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! BEUING, NOV. 9. Leaders of the
Communist Party of China to-
i day railied behind its chief exec-
utive and the President, Jiang
" Zemin, over his call for a new
sense of direction in national af-
fairs, even as the CPC held ip-
camera sessions during its on-
going congress. While Li Peng, a
veteran CPC leader, praised Mr.
Jiang for outlining puiding prin-
ciples” for the party and the
country, China's Prime Minis-
I ter, Zhu Rongji, was no less cat-
i egorical in welcoming the Jiang
initiative.
| However, the emphatic and
| positive comments by Hu Jin-
| tao, China's Vice-President and
| akey leader of the CPC, indicat-
ed how the party was exploring
ideas for refashioning its ideo-
logical foundation to meet the
" latest political and economic

! By P.S.Suryanarayana

eprint in prime focus

{

tflﬁallenges. MrHu described
Mr. Jiang's “impjprtant thought
of 'Three Reprdsents’™” as “a
long-term guidink theory of the
Communist Party together with
Marxism-Leninism, Mao Ze-
dong Thought Deng Xiaoping
Theory.”

By endorsing Mr. Jiang's
ideas as a new legacy of the
CPC, these leaders did signal
the possibility of a change at the
helm of the party. In a different
perspective, though, Mr. Jiang's
sustainable relevance to the
party was no less underlined by
these leaders.

While the overwhelming vote
of confidence in Mr, Jiang's
leadership was exemplified by
the tone and tenor of the state-
ments by several important
leaders, certain other references
to the present helmsman of the
CPC sounded like a wvote of
thanks to him for having steered

YHE HINDL

the party and the country dur-
ing the early and uncertain
phase of the post-Cold War pe-
riod.

Such subtle politics of ideol-
ogy and personalities did not
overshadow the ideas of state-
craft in the current focus. While
Mr. Jiang's formula for the fu-
ture was repiete with such ideas
as “socialist democracy” and
“spiritual civilisation” at one
level, besides "centralism on the
basis of democracy” and “"de-
mocracy under centralised
guidance” at another level, the
party leaders were not at a loss
to comprehend the intended
nuances. As a result, the party
leaders clearly let the cadre,
whose ranks may soon witness a
qualitative value-addition too,
know that a brave new vision of
the future Chinese politywas
the substance of Mr, Hang's lat-

est agenda. /
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China in the world’

_The .(rz_l'\lna Daily/Asia Naws Network

BEUING, Nov. 8. — Chinese President Mr Hang Zemin
appealed to the Taiwan authorities today that “on the basis of
the one-China principle, let us shelve for now politicat disputes
and resume the cross-Siraits negotiations as soon s possihle,”

Mr Zemin said in a report 1o the 16th National Congress
of the Chinese Communist Party that “adherence to the
one-China principle is the busis for the development of
cross-Straits relations and the realization of peaceful
reunification. There is but one China in the world, and both
the maintand and Taiwan belong to one China, and Ching’s
sovereignly and territorial integrity brook no division.”

He expressed opposition to all words and deeds aimed ar
creating “Taiwan independence.” “two Chinas”™ or “one
China, one Taiwan,” saying the future of Taiwan lies in the
reunification of the motherland, “We are willing to
exchange views with all political parties and personages in
Taiwan on ... promotion of peaceful reunification,” he said.

The two sides should expand mutual contacts and work
together to carry forward the tradition of Chincse culture. As
the direct links of mail, air and shipping services, and trade
across the Taiwan Straits serve the common intercsts of the
compatriots off both sides, there is every reason to take
positive steps to promote such direct links and OpeEn up new
prospects for cross-straits economic cooperation.

Mr Zemin said “one country, two systems” is the best way
for reunification between the two sides. After its reuni-
fication with the mainland. Taiwan may keep its existing
social system unchanged and enjoy a high degree of
autonomy. “The 23 million Taiwan compatriots are our
brothers and sisters, for which no one is morc eager than
we are 1o resolve the Taiwan question through peaceful
means.” China will be reunificd, and the Chinese nation
will be rejuvenated he said.
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ON: People's Liberation Army soldiers outside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Friday™— AFP

Resume cross-Straits negotiations: Jiang
‘There is but one @ o , |

Defence system to
be modernised

_The China Dsiiy/Asia News Network

BELING, Nov. 8. — Chinese President Mr Jiang Zemin
said today that China will uphold the principle of
coordinated development of national defence and the
cconomy and push forward the modernisation of national
defence on the basis of economic growth. )

The army must take Mao Zedong's military thinking and
Deng Xiaoping’s thinking on army building in the new period
as the guide to action and fully implement the important
thought of Three Represents, he said in a report to the 16th
Nationat Congress of the Chinese Communist Party.

It must persist in taking the road of fewer but better troops
with Chinese characteristics and become more revolutionary,
modernised and regularized in compliance with the general
requirements of being qualified politically and competent
militarily and having a fine style of work, strict discipline and
adequate logistic support, he said.

“There must be no wavering in upholding the
fundamental principle and systcm that the Party leads the
people’s army,” Mr Jiang Zemin said. o

The army must implement the military strategic principle
of active defence and raise its defence capabilities and
combat effectiveness under high-tech conditions, he said,
adding that in response to the trend of military changes, in
the world, it must carry out the strategy of building a strong
army through science and technology,

Efforts should be made to accomplish the historical tasks
of mechanization and IT application, thereby bringing
about leapfrog development in the modernisation of the
army, Mr Jiang Zemin said.

Party organizations and governments at all tevels and the
people should be concerned with and support the building
of national defense and the army_and the army should
support and take an active part irfational construction, Mr
liang Zemin said, '
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CHINA / COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS OPENS

Jiang hints at need

By P. S, Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, NOV. 8, The Chinese
President and the chief execu-
tive of the Communist Party of
China (CPC), Jiang Zemin, on
Friday set the tone for the antic-
ipated new era in the country's
politics at the beginning of the
21st Century.

Presenting a report to the
16th National Congress of the
CPC, Mr. Jiang delivered a vir-
tual “state-of-the-union” ad-
dress in which he commended
his own "“Three Represents The-
ory” that might be enshrined in
the party's constitution along-
side Mao Zedong's Thought and
Deng Xizoping's Theory.

While the international com-
munity is bracing itself for a
possible change at the helm of
the CPC during the Congress.
Mr. Jiang left the issue in a del-
icate state of political specula-
tion.

However, while setting up
new goal pusts for the party and
the country and evaluating the
march of communism and so-
cialism in a historical perspec-
tive and in a Chinese conrext,
Mr. Hang left no one in doubt
that the priority task before the
one-billion-plus Chinese peo-
ple was economic growth in an
atmosphere of peace at home
that required a similar external
environment.

Exhorting the CPC to fashion
a world view with Chinese char-
acteristics, he pointed out that

oy
The Chinese President, Jlang
Zemin, delivers his address
as Secretary-General of the
Communist Party of China,
during the opening session of
the 16th party Congress at
the Great Hall of the People
in Beifing on Friday. (Right) A
view of the delegates. — AFP

“socialist modernisation” and
the construction of a “well-off
society in an all-round way”
were the essential ingredients of
progress. It was in this context
that he outlined the importance
of national defence and “army-
building’" as also the principle
of “one country, two systems'’,
the latter being the basis of Chi-
na's endeavours to unify all its
territorial entitlements, includ-
ing Taiwan. China’s practice of
an “independent foreign policy
of peace’’ was also underlined
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for change 4.

so as to completie the picture of
a country with a comprehensive
domestic vision and an equally
important external outreach.
Deng Xiaoping Theory, which
introduced communist China
to the possibilities of intertwin-
ing socialism with some capital-
ist ingredients in a
nation-building exercise, was in
a sense refined by the “Three
Represents Theory”, while
Mao's original contributions of
political thought would serve as
the backdrop of contemporary

A S A RS R

history, Mr. Jiang hinted. The
"Three Represents Theory" is,
in essence, an exhortation to
the CPC to represent three
forces in the Chinese sociery —

the  advanced  production
forces, the advanced cultural
forces and the overwhelming
majority of the people.

While the international com-
munity, the West in particuiar,
tends to see the inclusion of the
advanced production forces as
a subtle invitation to the “cap-
ftalists' or at least as a hint that
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{:hina would be willing to adopt
capitalist practices in new and
innovative wavs, Mr, Jiang did
not fully define the Chinese !
world view that he had in mind. |
Indicating, however, that he |
was looking at a future horizon
ditferent from the one that was !
dominated by the image of a |
“Red Star over China” in the |
mid-20th century, Mr. liang |
suggested in a subtle manner
that the CPC should move away |
from its glass-house and onto a |
new political tarf.
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BENJAMIN KANG LiM

Beijing, Nov. 8 (Reuters): When
Communist Party chief Jiang
Zemin laid out China's economic
and political reform agenda
today, he gave little ¢lue as to the
real guestion on the minds of
China watchers — - will he quit?

Most expect he will, but the
closest he came to a hinf on the
subfect were repeated references
to 13 vears, the period he has
been in the party’s top post,

And he gave up even less on
who would succeed him,

In his speech opening the
party’s 16th congress, Jiang
broke from precedent and re-
viewed the 13 vears since he took
powey after the 19689 crackdown
on student-led profests around
| Tianammen-Square, rather than

the usual five since the last con-
£ress.

“Jiang summing up 13 years
of achievements shows he will
step down from the party’s num-
ber one  position,” Wu
Guaoguang, a China specialist at
the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, a former editor of the Pao-
Ple’s Daily, the party newspaper.

But China watchers said
there were no clear clues in his
speech abowt who would run the
world's most populous nation if
Jiang and other leaders over 70
retire as expected at the con-
gress.

“Any reference ta a 13-vear
record is away of saying: ‘Thisis
what I've done. This is the Jiang
era and its accomplishments’.”
said Kenneth Lieherthal, a
China expert at the University of
Michigan.

“Tthink it's a way of his high-
lighting what he thinks has been
accomplished on his watch.”

Jiang, 76, is widely expected
to be replaced by Hu Jinigo as

) &

party general secretary during
the week-long congress, but will
retain influence by packing the
party’s  powerful  Polithuro
Standing Commities with loyval-
ists. Jisng can also psserd (o be
the most authoritative inter-
preter of his political theory, the
Three Represents, which sanc-
tions admitting capitalists into
the party and is due (o be en-
shrined in the party charter dur-
ing the congress.

Some analysts said the
speech did not sound like his
tast. "It was written like any

A band plays the national anthein at the start of the 16t

e
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Comununist Party Congress at the Great Hali of t

Friday. (Reuters}

speech. You ean’t say by looking
at it that it was the last speech of
Jiang Zemin,” a Western diplo-
mat sald. It was hard to say
whether the 8¢-minute speech
was a farewell pep raily for the
new younger leadership, or a
suggestion e was needed and
wauld be around a while,

Addressing the 2,114 dele-
gates in Beijing’s cavernous
Great Hall of the People. Jiang
spoke of “a world that is far from
being tranguil and the formida-
ble tasks before us”,

“We must be keenty aware of

the rigorous challenges brovght
about by the ever-sharpening -
ternational competition as weill
as risks and difficulties that may
arise on our road ahead,” said
Jiang, wearing a black suit and
red polky dot tie.

One retired Chinese official
neteil he had made no mention of
the fourth generation of leaders,
neaded by Hu, 59. Jiaug is head
of the third generation after
chairman Mao Zedong, who died
in 1976, and Deng Xiaoping, wha
died i 1997,

“He is untikely to pass on

no clues

he People in Beijing on

power throroughly ™ said the offi-
ctal who spoke on condition of
anopymity “What Jiang is say-
ing is that China laces many
daunting problems today and
the new generation of leaders
lacks the experience to handle
them.”

In one startding move, Jiang
cut his speech short, reading
oenty what he called the “main
points” and sparking specula-
tion about his health.

Journaliats had been advised
1o be veady for a two to three
hour speech.

on qui
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A political ghost
called Zhao

Beijing, Nov. 8 (Reuters): An 83-
year-old man with a receding
silver hairline lives in a spa-
cious courtyard hospe in a guiet
leaty lane in central Beijing,
virtually secluded for more
thap a decade.

He kills time by reading and
trying to improve his golf
handicap. But Zhao Zivang,
once China's second most pow-
erful man hut who has been po-
litically sidelined and silenced
for 13 years, is stil} deemed a se-
curity threat to the Contmunist
Party.

Zhao has been living under
house arrest since his mentor,
Deng Xiaoping, damped him
for opposing an army crack-
down on student demonstra-
tions for democracy in and
around Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square on June 4, 1949

The current leadership is
still nervous about Zhao’s
residual influence, fearing the
liberal former party chief
could re-emerge as a rallving
point for reformists in the gov-
ermment antd workers disgrun-
tled about soaring unemplay-
ment and the widening gap be-
tween rich and poor.

Anatysts said Zhao is a polit
ical ghost haunting his succes-
sor, Jiang Zemnin, buf Iacks the
power o influence the day-to-
day worid of politics,

“Without huge political
transformation in China, Zhao
has no chance,” said a Chinese
atademic who spoke on condi-

: ¥ §
Zhao Ziyang appeals to
students to leave Tiananmen
Square before the June 4
mnassacye in this 1949 file
pieture, (Revers)

tion of anonymity, Cat off from
the world, apart from the occa-
siorntal visit to a golf course out-
side Beijing and frips to
provinces, Zhao has been side-
lined from politics and is now a
largely forgotten figure,

Zhao lives with his wife,
Liang Boqi, and their daughter,
an executive at an auction
house,

However, he still has the po-
tential to stiv up public dissent,
The passing of Chinese leaders
has often heen the spark for
street protests — purged party
chief Hu Yaohang's death in -

April 1989 led to the Tian
men moveient, /
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/China shadows

lengthen behind

the shine %%

ASHIS CHAKRABART!

Beijing, Nov. 7: 1t is a festival of
lightsbut theleaders are inshad-
owy retreats to give final touches
to the coronation of China's new
leadership.

It is not so much the elevation
of Jiang Zemin's heir apparent
and Vice-Presideni Hu Jintao
that is in question. The big shad-
ow is on what the party may look
like hereafter:

Streets and buildings around
Tiananmen Square and the
Great Hall of the People are
bathed in magical illumination.
Tomorrow morning at nine, the
curtain goes up there to usher in
New China’s change of guard at
the Chinese Communist Party's
seven-dayv 16th congress.

There are oilher shadows
lengthening belind the tights —-
of the June 1989 brutal military
crackdown on the pro-democra-
cy movement, of new dissidents
and of the growing unrest am-
ong an increasing army of job-
less peasants and workers across
the country.

But the most importani of
them is the shadow over the
character of the party The Fun-
damenial guestion that party
delegates will have w answer is:
whose party is it anyway?

The quesrien has been rock-
ing the party and the people ever
since Jiang Zemin roak the path-
breaking initiative to give party
membership 1o businessmen
and entrepreneurs, 1t is itke the
CPM in Bengal welcoming R.P.
Goenka or Harsh Neotia to the
party fold. 1t is one thing for Cal-
cutta businessmen now to drop

in at the party's Alimuddin
Street office on occasion, but a
vastly different one to became
party memnbers.

The officialese will still not
describe them as “capitalists™
but that is precisely what many
of them are. And many of the old
guard are actually ealling them
that and publicly wondering
whither the party is heading.

Many of these ald conserva-
tives have circulated letters and
petitions questioning the party
bosses” wisdom of opening the
world’s largest communist party
to capitalists. “We saerificed our
lives for the revalation, for new
China,” one of the letters says,
“and now Jiang wants ta change
the party’s orientation and allow
capitalists into the party”

Ome former party bigwig,
Baa Tong, lamented that the
CPC has become the “party of
the rich, the noble and the pow-
erful”, Somewhat in the same
vein, Benoy Choudhury, & veter-
an Bengal minister, had com-
plained hefore his death that the
CPM had become a party “of the
vontractors, for the contractors
and by the contractors™.

But Jiang 1s no pussyiooting
Indian communist. He has tried
hard 1o convince the party that
the only way communists can
remain relevant in today’'s ‘world
is not just by aligning with capi-
talists, but throwing the door
open to them. The doubters were
given last-minute doses of the
new doctrine at a conclave earli-
er this week at the Jianxi Hotel
where layers of security are

knownAt have maiched layers of
secrécy overihe deliberations. /

o WHAT'S AT STAKE THIS TIME?

A whole lot of changes because many ieaders above ;

the age of 70 are siepping down

=} = HOW IMPORTANT ARE THEY?
F Jiano Zemnin (left), pdrty general secratary or | in 1921
- @ chief, hetter stili Ching's supreme leader; |

& Li Peng, cailed parliament chief and No. 2
# in party; and Premier[Zhu Rongji, No. 3

2B WILL SUCCEER ThEM? |

Hu Jintao {right), now vice-preside t,-is I
chigf.
Little else can be said with sven rerpote

{ikely to take over from Jiang as pa

certainty. What happens to Jiang, a
Chinese leaders retire only on deatn?

He is axpected to continue to call the shots |

 WHAT IS HE DOING T9 PERPETUATE PowER? | *"°1* 07519
His rival Li Ruthuan, No. 4 in parly, is
 rumaured to have beenretired, though he
is only 68. Zeng Oinghagg {left), a Jiang

) protégé. is set to join t
body, the pelitburo standing commi

from Shanghai |
\

CONGRESS MADE EASY

India has its general eloctipn every five years, China alsé holds its parly congress every five. / serves the same
parpose: decides the Conimunist Party chief, the supreme leader, and the premier or prime minister, apart from
an array of party and goverpmen! functionaries :

ee. He (s

T THAT BRINGS US TO THE ‘SHANGHAS GANE .
Jiang himself is from Shanghai. He is backing several
| others from the place where market socialisnt is thriving.
| Shanghai, by the way, is the city where Mao Zedong
heid the first congress to establish the party

| 2 HOW ARE ALL THESE PEBPLE CHOSEN?

I
| The congress' 2,120 delegatas will elect a centrat

i committe of around 200 members. This committaa will
i choose the 22 politburo members. The pelitburo will pick
| the seven (may be expanded to ning) wise men of the

’ standing committee that will guide China for the

next five vears

- ‘ i 1 THE "ELEZTION NOW OURR?

I Yes. But no congress is really over withaut some

D WRATS IT THHS TIME

I Jiang Zemin's Three Represents philosophy: the party

! represents advanced productive forges, advanced culfure
top policy-making f and the vast majority of Chinese psople. It's a

| euphemism for enraling private entrepreneurs as

o barty members Graphic, RAS

/
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CHINA / LANDMARK MEET OPENS TODAY
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" Hu to lead party Congre

By P. S. Survanarayana

SINGAPORE, Nov. 7. The Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC) on
Thursday announced that the
country's Vice-President, Hu
Jintao, would officiate as the
Secretary-General of the party’s
16th National Congress, which
is slated to begin in Beijing an
Friday. The Congress will last il
Nov, 14.

The “election” of Mr. Hu as
the Secretary-General of the
Congress, a position that should
not be confused with the status
of the party’'s chief. has intensi-
fied the speculation in interna-
tional circles that he might, in
the end, emcrge as the new
leader of China. However, Mr.
Hu's appaintment to the supet-
visory post. which he is no
slranger to, cannot he taken as a
clear hint of his possible eleva-
tiom to the highest party
position.

Authoritative Chinese sourc-
es told The flindu here on
Thursday that a leadership
change at the highest echelons
of the CPC was likely at the par-
tv's National Congress. Howev-
er, the possibility of new ideas
coming from a new leadership

New linguistic model

Hu lJintao
should not be mistaken at this
stage as the sign of a shift in the
political direction of the CPC.
The peoiitical interactions
within the framework of the
party Congress have vel to take
place. This reality tempers the
significance of Thursday's de-
velopments concerning Mr. Hu.
Announcing the events on
the party’s calendar this month,
Ji Bingxuan, spokesman for the
16th Congress, said in Beijing
on Thursday that "a new term of
CPC Central leadership would
be elected” at the first plenum
of the Central Conumitree fol-
lowing the conciusion of the
Congress. Mr. Ji was quoted by
China's official Xinhua news

BEWING, Nov. 7. China on Thursday used the eve of its Communist
Party Congress to unveil a new linguistic weapon in its battle to
reconcile the country’s official Marxism with sweeping market
reforms — the concept of “dialectical totality”. China will strive
to achieve this state on its way to building a socialist democratic
political system, a leading Communist Party official said ahead

of the 16th Party Congress.

“To develop a socialist democratic political system, the funda-
mental key is 10 strike a balance between adhering to the party
leadership, the principle of the people as masters of their home
and running the country according to law,” said Ji Bingxuan.

He did not explain the concept, but ruled out a Western-style

system. — AF

-
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ALL DECKED UP: A man decorates a street with the
Communist Party flags and national flags in Guangzhou,
Guangdong province, China, on Thursday. -— Reuters

agency as having said that all
“preparatory work” for the Con-
gress had been completed.

A preparatory meeting, held
in Beijing on Thursday, set the
agenda for the Congress and
“glected a 236-mermber Presidi-
um of the Congress”. It was at
this meeting that Mr. Hu was
“elected” as Secretary-General
of the Congress.

In international circles, Mr.
Hu is regarded as the man likely
to succeed China's President
and CPC leadet, Jiang Zemin, at
an appropriate lime after the
conclusion  of the  party
Congress.

The Congress, according to
the spokesman, is expected to
make “strategiCc arrangements
for the overall advancement of
China's reform and opening up
(processes) and socialist mod-
ernisation drive”.

AP reports:

Awash in communist red,
China's increasingly Wester-
nised capital mobilised on

A

THE HINDUG

Thursday for the Congress, de-

ploying banners and

and tightening security as a na-

palm .
fronds on Tiananmen Square |

tion in fransition prepared itself ;

for a new generation of leaders.
“Beijing has got everything
ready.” the official Communist

Party newspaper People's Daily

said. “The capital at night looks
resplendent, lustrous and brii-
liant everywhere.”

But even as Government-
controlled media toured Chi-
na's dynamic progress, the
Congress remained veiled in se-
crecy and calls tor reform

echoed from inside and outside

the country.

As the Congress begins, Chi-
na finds itself in the throes of a
svslemic  transition
planned communist economy
to a profit-driven one, the ex-
tension of reforms inreduced
two decades ago.

China has also madce a point ||

of inviting foreign_reporters to

cover the Coperiss.

from a |



3 1 | By Harvey Stockwin =
: \,\ Times News NETWORK
Hong ng: The Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP)

long-awalted 16th Party Congress begins on Friday
amidst tight security, with the police taking additional
precautions in case demonstrating workers in north-
east China trv to come to Beijing.

The Congress will be mainly notable for marking the
beginning of the first peaceful transfer of power between
generations in Chinese communist history although the
generational switch will only be completed at the session
of the Naticnal People’s Congress due next spring.

Pre-Congress factional and personal jockeying has, of
course, been carried out in secrecy, with the controlled
Chinese press unable to report on what is taking place.

After much earlier doubt on this score, it is now wide-
Iy assumed that President Jiang Zemin will be stepping
down as CCP Secretary-General, while Prime Minister
Zhu Rongji and NPC Chairman Li Peng will cease to be
members of the most
powerful ruling institu-
tion in China, the Stand-
ing Committee of the CCP
Politburc. They are tikely
to give up their govern-
ment posts at next year’s
NPC session.

However, it is not yet
certain whether Mr Jiang

Jiang Zemin  Zbhu Rongji

will also quit as the chairman of' the CCP Militarv Com-
mission. If the unwritten rule that those who are above
the age of 70 must step down is followed, five of the sev-
en Standing Committee members will have to quit.

The widespread expectation that Vice-President Hu
Jintao will become the party Secretary-General after Mr
Jiang was more or less confirmed on Thursday afternoon
after Mr Hu's selection as the Sécretary-General of the
16th Party Congress, a post whichimakes him responsible
for running the 260-member presilium which is in charge
of the Congress. [t is widely assiimed that current Vice
Premier Wen Jiaban, who is expected to replace Mr Zhu
as Prime Minister next vear, will also become a member
of the Politbure Standing Committee at this Congress.

Bevond that, the only ceriainty is that there is intense
jockeving for places on the Stdnding Committee, the
Polithuro and the CCP Central Committee. But the key
question for China’s future stability is whether or not the
third generation of ieaders, led by Mr Jiang Zemin, will
hand over power smoothlyto the fourth generation led by
Mr Hu Jintao.

Congress was postponed

cate unresolved difter-

torily resolved remains to |
be geen.

Hu Jintac

Wen Jiabao

THE TIMES OF INDL

The fact that the 16th ‘

from September to No-;
vernber seemed to indi-

en¢es. Whether or not
thase have been satistac- :

i



‘China hints at change of guard, welco

_ . ‘ o . ~ REUTERS
Chmesle President Jiang Zemin sings with Chinese sopranos during the annual meeting of the international
Council of the Museum of Televisian and Radio in Beijing on Wednesday,

§ NOV 2002
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et-style building,
Wwas sealed off from the

Beijing, November 7

CHINA'S COMMIUNIST Party of-
fered the vaguest of clues to a
new leadership line-up today as
the Government gave sagging
stock markets a shot in the arm
on the eve of a watershed party
Congress.

More than 2,000 party dele-
gates from every cornet of Chi-
na gathered in the cavernous
Great Hal] of the People to elect
a Presidium spanning the old
and new guard to oversee its 16th
Congress,

In front of the imposing Sovi-
Tiananmen

BN

Gaal - N O |

since purges following the
bloody 1989 Tiananmen crack-
down on student protesters.

On Friday, Jiang is due te de-
liver his last policy speech hail-
ing the country’s achievements
and outlining policy for the next
five years.

Chinese authorities have gone
ocut of their way to create a
“favourable atmosphere” for the
Congress, detaining an outspo-
ken democracy activist, execut-
ing dozens of criminals and
warning Chinese reporters they
will be jaiied for leaks.

The Government gave Ching’s

public but strewn with red flags,
slogan-bearing banners and
even coconut palms to mark
what is billed as the first orderly
succession in Communist China.

President Jiang Zemin (76) is
expected to step down as party
chief with other leaders over 70

60 million stock punters a pre-
Congress perk, saying select for-
eign investors would be allowed
into the massive $500 billion
stock markets in a move expect-
ed to boost share prices which
have fallen 30 per cent in 17
maoiths.

“The implication of the tim-

. . L
mes capigalzsts to pa

h
M [t-f L/
ing is elear to all,” said one
analyst who declined to be
identified.

The Congress is also expected
to change the party's Constitu-
tion to allow private entrepre-
neurs to join in a bid to make it
more relevant to rapidly chang-
ing China.

Congress spokesman Ji Bingx-

uan said today the party would
broaden its membership to in-
clude ‘“outstanding elements
from new social strata” — code
for private entrepreneurs long
excluded as capitalist ex-
pioiters..
But the party would not for-
sake its core membership of
workers, peasants, soldiers, in-
tellectizals and party cadres, con-
gress spokesman Ji said.

“Tthink I can tell you with no
doubt at all enrelment of out-
standing people from new social
strata will not change the nature
or purposes of the party at all,”

rty fold

;egjaid. *We must proceed from
our own national conditions and
unswervingly embark on a road
of our own toward political de-
velopment,” he said.

His comments set the ideolog-
ical tone for the congress but
shed littie light on expected per-
sannei changes.

The Presidium elected Vice-
President Hu Jintac as secre-
tary-general of the Congress,
along with a 32-mmember Presidi-
um Standing Committee, the
Congress spokesman said.

Jiang is expected to hand his
top party post to Hu but to main-
tain power i i i
into the Politburo Standing
Committee, the party's top
policy body which now has seven
members, Chinese sources
say  Several candidates for
those seven seats joined the Pre-
sidium Standing Committee, an-
alysts said.

Reuters

e




2 China’s new
leader an
unknown face

-~ PEKING, Nov. 6.
— China’s next
leader is almost
© completely  un-
* known to his own
-z countrymen and
the world. He has
Never given a press
conference.

Mr Hu Jintao
was anointed fu-
ture leader a dec-
ade ago by Deng Xiaoping. He has since atten-
ded hundreds of politburo meetings, but never
asserted himself. He had never travelled
abroad until recently. Even when Mr Hu, 59,
became vice-president four years ago, he left
the speechmaking to President Jiang Zemin,

Many took Mr Hu’s silence as a sign of weak-
ness. He will soon assume top position in Chi-
nese leadership and views are shifting, The fact
that he has survived so long at all is seen as a
success, A Beijing-based Western diplomat said:
“His ability to bite his tongue for so long should
be regarded as one of his greatest strengths. He
has self-discipline and perseverance.”

Mr Hu’s rise probably says more about the
political system than the man himself. Clan-
destine factionalism means leaders who at-
tract the fewest enemies can build coalitions.
This theory will be tested at the opening to-
morrow of the party congress.

Western observers who want democracy in
China say Mr Hu's stewardship of the Central
Party School, a progressive think-tank, indi-
cates liberal leanings. Liberals also take heart
from the fact that Mr Hu reportedly organised
dance parties as a Qinghua University student,
The old guard is reassured by Mr Hu’s earlier
political work. He presided over a violent cra-
ckdown in Tibet as provincial party secretary in
the Eighties.

Mt Ho Jintao.

pin h
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BEIJING, Nov., 6. — With the 16th
National Congress of the Commu-!
nist Party of China drawing near,

many grassroots party members |-

believe the congress will frame a
new outline for China's develop-
ment in the new century.

On the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
over 3,000 km away from Beijing,

locais have been eager to learn the |
news of the coming National Con- |

gress via TV and newspaper.
Lobsang, Communist Party sec-
retary of a committee in Lhasa

City, says the congress will exert fa-

vourable influence on the coun-
try’s economic and Social develop- |
ment. Located on the north of the
Potala Palace, the community
where Lobsang lives is a newly
constructed area of living guarters
at a cost of over 80 million yuan
from the government.

Lobsang, 63, grew out of serf-
dom and has witnessed the chan-
ges taking place in Tibet over the
past decades. He says the suppor-
tive policies of the government
have helped Tibet achieve overall
development.

In the past 10 years, living stand-
ards of residents in the community
have been improving, It is common-
place for the househoids to have TV

“;ESTAM

pes on
party cpngress

sets, refrigerators, washing ma-
chines and phones. What's more, 24
households have bought cars.
Qinggele, secretary of Wuda Dis-
trict Commission for Discipline In-
spection of Wuhai City in north
China’s lnner Mongolia Autono-
mous Region, says the CPC Cen-
tral Committee has strengthened
party building and punished a host
of corrupt members in recent years.
Communist Party committees
have been set up in many neighbour-
hoods in Beijing. Liu Lixin, secretary
of a2 community Communist Party
committee, says city management is
undergoing profound changes.
Ren Yongchang, secretary of
Communist Party Committee of
| Suining City in Sichuan Province,
pays more attention to rural affairs
and the development of the coun-
| try’s west. He believes the policies
' worked out by the party congress
- will further revitalize the nation and
i bring more benefits to the people.
' Shao Jun, Communist Party sec-
|retary of Jiangsu Federation of In-
jdustry and Commerce, thinks the
|congress will give a stronger push on
|the province’s non-state economy.
I Ma Chengzu, director of Yunn-
\an Ethnic Legal Service Depart-
iment, hopes the CPC congress will
promote the enaction of more
ipractical laws.
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/ Communism
oo

HE CONTEMPORARY dis-

course on social sciences

does not have a prime role

for ideology., However, in a
society where one-party rule is stil!
the norm, ideology plays a key yole.
Even though it mav not be a big con-
cern for ordinary people, such dis-
courses form an integral part of
potitics and society, In present day
China a serious debate on Marxism is
in progress; this is alse linked to the
ongoing transition process.

During the mid- 1970s when power
was handed over 1o the second-gen-
eration ‘core’ led by Deng Xiaoping,
the debate was mainiy on personal-
ities and managing a crisis situation.
An abseolately tough situation pre-
vailed due to the abuse of power by a
few leaders and their cronies under
the influence of the notorious “gang
of four”. In the early 1990s, when the
baton was passed on to the third gen-
eration led by Jiang Zemin, current
party secretarv-general and ‘core’
leader, the focus shifted to stability.
Now the Chinese Communist Party
{CCP) is ready to hand over the reins
to a fourth generation ‘care’ [eader,
Hu Jintao. The current change is sig-
nificant in many ways. it will be the
first time a leadership in China will
be taking charge of both the party
and the nation.

At annther level also the discourse
on the interpretation of Marxism
gains significance. The “Mao Zedong
thought”, propounded largely during
the course of the liberation struggle,
formed the basic struciure of cuom-
munist theory for China. One of
Mao's significant successes was that
he could reinterpret Mamism in
terms of peasants being ar the van-
guard of society. He understood the
hasic impulses of a society steeped in
the traditional values of agriculture
and its accompanying vagaries well,
The success of this role model in lib-
erating China inspired many other
narions and leaders to experiment
with Marxism. If in the earlier period
the ({CP dogmatically stuck 1o the
tenets of Mao's interpretation of
communisim, his successors turned
oul to be more pragmatic theorists,
especially  the  sccond-generation
core leader, Deng Xiaeping, Within a
shorr period, Deng realised the folfy

W\

of keeping hman initiative and en-
trepreneuvriallspirit under the strajt-
jacket of idec}ogy.

For Deng, ideology was only a con-
venient ool to achieve his end. One
fundamental trait with kim was that
he never believed in dogma, for him
ideology was a living entity. In his
concept of Marxism, penple were
paramount; any ideology  which
could not solve their problem was
useless. A pragmatist to the core,
Deng was deeply immersed in the
Oriental tradition of common aspira-
tion and progress of the majority of
the people. Society and its common
welfare was the norm, the individual

my over the last two decades. How-
ever, this was not such a smooth
process. The enhanced freedam gave
an assured growth of economy, yet it
led to unprecedented chaos in socie-
ty. The aroused democratic aspira-
tion of the masses finally exploded in
the Tiananmen Square rmassacre and
associated prohlems,

The post-June 4, 1989, period also
witnessed the sudden collapse of the
socialist bloc and a thorough degra-
dation of Marxism as gn ideology. A
free-wheeling market- liberalisation
was promoted around the word. A
shrewd politician like Deng who had
his ears to the ground:suddenly be-

The immediate concern of the various groups
with, or seeking, a share in power in China will
be to keep the ongoing economic reforms on track.

and his freedom were subordinate o
this larger goal. Therefore, he re-in-
terpreted the whole concept of Marx-
ism to suit the ground ceality of
China. This resuited in a clarion call
for “liberating the productive forces”.
He virtually broke the dogmatic su-
perstructure of sharing poverty and
replaced it with “getting rich glori-
ously and sharing it proudly”.

Deng spoke in the commaon man’s
language, very rarely did he invoke
the jargon of a dry theorist. For him
the “colour” of the cat was immaie-
rial — he was only bothered about
the end result, whether it could catch
the monse or not. Some of his ideas
wete originally experimented on a
small scale in some remote corners
of the conmniry. Once they were found
to be successful he extended the
same on an all-China basis. This
method allowed him to implement
even some of the toughest reforms
guietly, withour a murmur from even
staunch supporters of conservative
thinking.

Deng's freewheeling experiments
with the reinterpretation of Marxism
has had a long lasting impact. It al-
lowed enough maneceuvring space
for both the leadership and the mass-
es. His decision 1o break the conven-
tional “iron pot”, liberated the
productive forces and paved the way
for a sustained growth in the ecano-

gan calling a different fune of “na-
tionalism”. To a large extent, his
magical knots of “socialigm with Chi-
nese characteristics” filled the ideo-
logical space for all practical
purposes. The concepl of “class
struggle” was discarded without a
whimper. Mr. Jiang, who started
wielding his power at thiis juncture,
was suddenly hoisted to the highest
post in China without adequate
groundwork. He took a lbng period
to emerge out of Deng's shadow.
After Deng's death in garly 1996,
Mr. Jiang slowly began making his
own theoretical experiments, Some
of these were only a mere reinterpre-
tation of the ideas propounded by
Mao and Deng. At one level, Mr.
Jiang knew his limitations very well;
on the other he was also under a
compulsion to do something. As the
ruling party secretary-general, the
masses looked up to him for a theo-
retical interpretation of Marxism. In
the traditional mould of imperial hie-
rarchy, the “emperor” alome is en-
dowed with the ahility to interpret
the holv text. As an answer, Mr. Jiang
came up with the idea of “three rep-
resentations” — the CCP represents
the development trend of China's ad-
vanced social productive forces, the
orientation of China's advanced cul-
ture and the fundamentral interests of
the overwhelming majority of the

g WOy 202

“Chinese style

By M.V, Rappai

people. To alarge extent this embod-
ies the pragmatic nationalist spiric of
present dav China; at another level,
this cancept can be easily compre-
hended by large sections af the mass-
es. W absu sgtisfics their aroused
nationalist and material aspirations.
Since the early 1990s, the CCP’s
propaganda machinery has deliber-
ately plaved up the nationalism card.
Anideal tool at a time when the party
is trying (o fight the debilitation of
communism  as an ideology the
world over. it also conforms with
China’s plans to finish the job of ter-
riturial consolidation — the reunifi-
cation of Taiwan with the mainland.

Putting the garh of nationalism on
a very vibrant, but almest defunct
ideology has its own consequences.
This inevilably raises the question of
how long can communism be the
sole ideclogy for the party and there-
fore, how long can the CCP remain
the sole ruling outfit? Can economic
progress alone sustain the long-term
interests of the people? These ques-
tions loom large in front of the ruling
elite of Chinn.

The immediate concern of the par-
ty leadership will be to accommuodate
the newly emerging classes within its
fold. these new classes represent a
wide variety of interests, Yet, the pre-
dominant groups among them are
closely linked 1o the party’s fortunes.
A vast array af party functionaries,
senior  bureaucrats, technocrats,
teachers and military officers still
form the core of the “power elite”.
The enireprencurial class Is stll not
only very small numerically but it is
also closely linked to the interests of
the very samme “elite” core. The pre-
dominant huerests of all  these
groups rerge in protecting the exist-
ing order.

Therefore. the immediate concern
of the virious groups with, or seek-
ing, a shure in power in China will be
to keep the ongoing economic re-
forms on track. Hopefully, our elite
will learn some lessons {roan the Chi-
nese experiments of making national
wealth and sharing it. In the CCP's
concept, the collective behaviour of
the peasants still forms a key factor
for social stability,

(The writer is Visiting Feliow. In-
stitute of Clinese Studies, New Delhi.)



+ Who is Hu? Man from nowhere to lead China

DAMIEN MCELROY ( \( Ixﬁemm, having served two terms

Beijing, Nov. 3: The first
chill winds of winter gust across
Tiananmen Square as a gang
of workers begin erecting plastic
palin trees along its flanks
in preparation for the start of
this week’s Communist Party
COngress.

For the 2,000 delegates who
are beginning in arrive in Bei-
jing, the incongruity of fake
tropical flora on the edge of the
north China plain will be noth-
ing compared with the latest
chapter in the longrunning
enigma in Chinese politics: the
fate of Hu Jintao, the man des-
tined {0 be anointed the coun-
try'snegt leader.

As heir apparent since 1992
and vice-president since 1998,
Hu, 59, has remained an elusive
figure, little known by the public,
who enjoys “dancing alone™ at
parties, according to an official
biographer. He is cerfain to
emerge as general secretary of
the Communist Party from the
{ive-yearly congress that opens
on Friday — the first step to-
wards being appointed Presi-
dent at next spring’s parliamen-
tary session,

This s when President Jiang

in office, must step down. Jiang,
however, has done his utmost to
ensure that his influence over
the party contihues after he
leaves office by packing the polit-
buro with his henchmen - - in
particular Zeng Qinghong, who
acts as his “enforcer”.

As powerful as Jiang will re-
main, he has been unable to de-
rail the accession of Hu, who
was picked out by Deng Xiaoping
with the words “Huis not bad” in
1092, Jiang hopes that, with Hu's
and Zeng's factions at war with
each other, he will be able to play
the Grand Old Man of Chinese
politics. If he is to be an effective
leader, Hu will-havetotmove ot
of Jiang's shadow and start an-
swering questions about his bac-
kground and what he stands for.

In the town where he grew
up, in the poor central province
of Anhui, Liu Bingxia, 88, his
wizened great-aunt who raised
the engineer-turned-apparaich-
ik after his mother died when he
was five, is unable to provide
much enlightenment.

“His character was good
when he was voung,” says Liu,
“Now 1 don’t know. People
change year by year.”

In the decade since Hu last

paid her a flying visit, when he
was governor of Tibet, she has
suffered an unusual degree of
hardship for a relative of a high
official, but has not elicited the
slightest expression of concern
from him.

She was evicted from the fam-
ily home as it was condemned for
demelition to make way for a
bank. She tried to argue that the
vice-president would be displea-
sed. When the bankers contacted
his office, Hu is reported to have
replied: “If you want to knock it
dawn, knoek it down. The house
i3 not mine — i's hers.”

The dank little flat she re-
cefved in compensation has ne
cooker, refrigerator or televi-
sion, Still, she has hope that her
great-nephew will one day re-
furn to visit. “My circumstance
is not good,” she says. "He does-
n't know because he doesn’t
visit, but he knowsI'mall alone.”

Hu, aware that the designat-
ed successor to the leader is the
mosi precarious figure in Chi-
nese politics -—both Mao Zedong
anit Deng Xiaoping purged two
of their putative heirs — has
concentrated his energies on

managing party institutions and -

formulating ideology.
Omnly once has he been seen to
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aci decisively, In Tibet, he de-
clared martial law in 1988 - a
move that resulted in the mas-
sacre of thousands of monks de-
monstrating for independence.
Despite his record in Tibet, he is
seen as a closet reformer whao
recognises that the ruling partv
cannot indefinftely stonewali de-
mands to maich economic mod-
ernisation with political change.
Western diplomats who have
dealt with Hu say that although
he is sympathetic ta reforms
within the party, such as punish-
ing abuses of power and promot-
ing younger leaders, he remains
an adamant opponent of popular
“Hu recognises that the party
must make arrangements that
emphasise freedom and opportu-
nity, otherwise we cannot sus-
tain economic growth,” said one
official from the more liberal
wing of the party “But he's
adamant that reforms must
come with stability and musi be
suitable to China's situaiion.”
As the head of the Communi-
st Party’s Central School, Hu has
encouraged research into demo-
cratic reforms undertaken by ea-
stern Kuropean communists
and liberal democratic partics of
the West, Lectures on rival politi-

7

cal phimsophﬁs E&H systems.

vanging from ancient Greece to
Tany Blair's reforms of the Lab-
our Party, are mandatory for ris-
ing stars of the bureaucracy duir-
ing shopt courses at the school.

The vice-president is as little
known abroad as he is at iome.
1 the past year. foreign govern-
ments have courted him, seeking
to secure influence in a post-
Jiang government. A year ago,
he toured Britain, and in Aptil
he visited the United States. “He
barely left an impression on the
seat, never mind the President,”
said a US diptomat.
There areindications that Hu
will attempt to portray himseif
and the China he leads as more
fiercely independent than under
hig predecessor. ITis cluse aides
have Immplicitly criticised Presi-
dent Jiang as being slavishly
pro-American, although his ten-
ure has seen a series of confront-
ations with Washington, includi-
ng the riots after China’s Belgra-
de emhassy was bombed by Nato
and last year's spy plane stand-
off. As he showed during last mo-
nth’s trip to President George
Bush’s ranch in Texas, Jiahg
constantly seeks the approval of
US leaders,
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Hu Jintao (right) with President Jiang Zemin. (AFE
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Zhu Rongji’s stress on a just

economic order

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, 0CT. 1. China has pledged 1o
strive tor the establishment of “a new, just,
and reasonable international political and
economic order”. Announcing a broad pol-
icy initiative on the occasion of the 53rd
anniversary of the creation of the People’s
Republic of China, the Pritne Minister, Zhu
Rongji. reaffirmed Beijing’s commitment to
“combat hegemonism and power politics”
and alsc “oppose all forms of terrorism”.

Mr. Zhu madc these observations at a
reception that was organised by China's
Stare Council in Beijing last night on the eve
of the National Day. On foreign policy is-
sues, he underscored China’s penchant for
strategic autonomy. The “five principles of
peaceful coexistence” as also “friendly ex-
chunges” among different states, besides
the imperative of “common (economic) de-
velopment” of all counrtries, were outlined
as China's enduring themes of a long-term
foreign policy.

While Mr. Zhu did not break anv new
ground in enunciating the charter, the re-
ception itself artracted unusual interna-
tional attention for two reasons. Beijing's
basic foreign policy idiom is of considerable
importance to the evolving grammar of
global politics in the ongoing campaign
against lerrorism, while the next menth’s
16th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China (CP€) has also lent the anni-
versary celebrations a new touch of politi-
cal importance.

The CPC Congress is widely expected to
consider whether or not a leadership
change within the party should take place
at this sensitive stage. The National Day-

eve reception was attended by China's
President, jiang Zemin, besides Mr. Zhu
and other leaders such as Li Peng, who
ranks above the Prime Minister in the party
hierarchy, Li Ruithuan, Hu Jintao, Wei Jianx-
ing and Li Langing, who together constitute
the country's brains trust and the pary's
innermnst caucus.

Mr. Zhu, who made a reference to the
prospective CPC Congress, commended
Mr. Jiang Zemin's "Three Represents” the-
ory that exhorts the party members to rep-
resent the broadest possible interests of all
people of China.
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A gathenng in Tiananmen Square. Beulng, on Natlonal Day on Tuesday — AF‘

Mr. Zhu undedined how China had puwt
itselt on an upward trajectory of economic
development since the adoption of reforms
and an “opening-up strategy’ over wo
decades ago. China's recent enfry into il
World Trade Organisation has given the re-
forms-agenda a new sense of urgency.

On Taiwan, an issue of profound psvcho-
logical importance to China, Mr, Zhu said
Beijing wiould continue to adhere o a pol-
icy of “peaceful reunification” and advo-
cate the theory of "one countrv, two
svsterns’’ which had already been applied
in the case of Hong Kong and Macco
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~=—"‘Three-point;..age“da form)c!?(i members

By P. S. Suryanarayana . 'l,"'*‘r
v P Sursanarayans  \

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 3. "Refurm, development
and stability” wouid be the focus of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) ahead of
the 16th congress to be convened on No-
vember 8.

Party members have been asked to wark
towards achieving the three points of re-
form. development and stability as part of
the preparation lor the planned congress.
Given the political monopoly of the Com-
muunist Party in China, the country’s Vice-
President, Hu Jintan, issued the latesi gui-
delines during the ceremonies marking the
commencement of the autumn semester of
the CPC Party School in Beijing. Mr. 1l is
also a member of the Standing Committec
of the Polilicai Bureau of CPC's Central
Commitice.

Mr.o 1u reportedly said all members of
the CI*C should prepare tor the convacation
of the party congress by “fulfilling, to the
best of their abilities, the tasks of reform,
development and swability”. Mr. Hu said

party members should “continue to uphold
the Deng Xiaoping Theory (and) fully im-
plement the 'Three Represents’ Theory”
that was propounded by the CPC general
secretary and the country’s President, Jiang
Zemin. Mr. Hu, who is also the president of
the CPC Party School and a member of the
secretariat of the CPC Central Committee,
called for a detailed study of Mr. Jiang's
“new instruclions” for a decper under-
standing of the “Three Represents” theory.

Stressing that the theory was a guideline
for the party, Mr. liang called upon the CPC
to “represent” three aspects of China forev-
er, The party, in his view, should always
represent “the development trend of Chi-
na's advanced productive forces”. The ac-
wal  Corientation of China's  advanced
culture” should also be represented. Also to
be represented at all times were “the funda-
mental interests of the overwhelming ma-
jority of the Chinese people”™.

Mr. Hu's speech acquires importance in
the context of the CPC's preparations-for
the parly congress. It appears that the

XHE HIND!

pountsy's beform agenda. as put forth firse
by Deng when he was in power and as sub-
sequenty updated by Mr. liang. will be the
leitmotif of the prospective congress of the
Crc.

Viewed in (his specific context, Man's
ideological prescriptions may merely con-
stitute a histarical backgrownd that will in-
dicate how the party has progressed to irs
present status as an uphoider oi Deng's
theory and Mr. |iang's idvas, according o
political observers in  ithe Asia-Pacific
region.

Mr. Hu's speech has also attracted atten-
tion for the reason that his name has been
mentioned as a possible successar o Mr.
Jiang himself.

However, the CPC, known for lis capacity
(o play out the succession siakes with a
great deal of privileged privacy, has so lar
not suggested that the planned party con-
gress may indeed decide on a icadership
change. Regional observers though pointed
out that the party notified the Novem
congress only a tew days ago /hﬂ’
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CHANGES IN CHINA-II

Roots Of Communist Party Weakening Very Fast

t present, the country does not have
Ag uniform national unemployment
enefit scheme and the provincial
authorities are tackling the problem in a
haphazard manner, according to their
financial capabilities. People are being
provided with laughable unemployment
benefits that vary from $12 to $40 (Rs
600 to Rs 2,000) a month and that too
only for two years. It is important to note
here that in a period of crisis like this, the
small-scale sector could play a vital role
in employment generation. But ne such
effort has so far been undertaken by the
goverament.

Trade barrier

China’s recent entry into World Trade
Organisation h- s added fuel to the prob-
Ilem. It has con. relled the government to
lower the trade parrier and to invite more
and more foreign competitors both in the
industrial and the agricultural sector. In
fact. cheap imports are now threatening
the major domestic industries. For exam-
ple, the Anshan Iron and Steel Works in
Liaoning with its 250,000 workers is now
on the verge of closure. According to
experts, the plant can now cut 39 out of
) workers by installing modern equip-
ment. Similarly, the biggest car making
company the First Auto Group in Jilin,
with its 245,000 workers, 15 awaiting a
closure. According to the American
consultancy firm AT Kearney, an average
worker of the company produces 2.5 cars
per vear, while in the US, an average
worker of General Motors produces ten
times as many cars. An estimate of AT
Kearney says that the company can cut
seven out of cight workers.

The lowering of trade barricrs has
begun to hit China’s agricultural sector as
well. Farmers who were so far producing
for the state are now facing stiff compe-
tition with highly mechanised American
agro-business. Being forced off the land,
farmers are now rushing towards the
coastal cities to collide with already laid
off millions of factory workers. In the
past two years, the country has
experienced one of the largest migrations
in human history — more than 100
million farmers have marched fowards
the eastern cities in search of peity low
level jobs, violating the extremely rigid
Chinese law that tries to keep people
confined to their own places.

According to Mr Chen Huai of DRC,
the situation would turn worse in the
near future. “Within the next ten years,

ncarly 150 million farmers will move to
the cities looking for jobs”, adds Mr
Chen.

Maore-important, duc to rapid privati-
sation, the roots of the Communist Party
are weakening very fast. Once upon a

time, the state enterprises functioned as
strong party branches that controlted the
lives of the urban population. But now, as
the statc sector crumbles, so to do the
party branches and thus the party is
losing control over the most dynamic and
dominating area of the Chinese econo-
my. In the past, state encrprises provi-
ded breeding grounds for young party
activists as well as fertile lands for recrui-
ting party members. In those days, party
committees used to run the state-owned
factorics and often the factory managers
functioned as party’s local branch
leaders.

Contracts

But at present, everything has tumbl-
ed. The state sector has gone giving place
to private enterprises where most of the
workers are hired on short-term contrac-
ts, not ready to displease the bosses or
violate company regulations by iaking
active part in party politics. Once upon a

Mg STATESHAM

within the party fold.

time, a worker having party membership
was favoured with special treatment, but
now it is discouraged and'disfavoured. To
overcome the setback, top party leaders
are thinking of bringin% private bosses

reviously there

g

was a ban on admitting g private sector
boss as a party member, but recently the
government has decided: to lift the ban.
At the same time, party leaders are
thinking of setting up pgrty branches in
private undertakings, though littie prog-
ress could so far have belen made in this
direction. :

The party had 50 milljon members in
1990 and now it has ihcreased to 64
million, Experts believe that this does not
reflect party’s popularity among the
growing population of; private sector
employees, For example, in Wuhan, a city
with 4.4 million populatipn on the banks
of Yangtze, only 0.9 per cent of the
private sector workers were party
members in 1993, In 1993, the proportion
remained the same despite the fact that
the number of people wdrking in private
or foreign-invested companies increased
by nearly 200 per cent.

Shenyang is thé biggel;t city in north-
eastern China, where 640,000 workers

-_:_-__-_""-——-—

A
= 1%\%

were employed in private enterprises in
1999. But out of them, the party could
manage to recruit only 29 party
members, A recent study has revealed
that out of all the newly set up private

_sector enterprises, only 35 per cent have

a party member as an employee and only
17 per cent have a party cell.

So, Dr Pan Wei, a professor of the
Beijing University, says, “Party organi-
sation at the grassroot level is decaying.
Regular party activities have virtuaily
stopped”. According to Professor Pan,
the party is losing grip even on state
enterprises and within a few years, in
urban China at least, the party’s activities
will be confined mainly to government
departments and institutions where a
party membership is still a prerequisite
for advancement. “It will pretty much be
a bureaucratic party”, says Professor Pan.

Opportunity

The good mews is that political
instability would provide a golden
opportunity for the Chinese Democratic
Party to launch a demoeratic revolution,
and hence set up a democratic govern-
ment putting an end to the present dra-
conian Communist rule. Till today, CDP
is working underground and experts
believe that it could have spread its
activities to the remotest corners of the
country. The Communist government is
also not sitting idle and utilising every
opportunity to arrest its leaders and put
them behind bars. According te a recent
party reiease, about 20 top ranking CDP
leaders and several thousand activists are
serving jail terms. Many believe that the
party has gained more strength than what
is commonly anticipated.

Mr Rein Wang is one of the top
ranking leaders of CDP. He believes that
a political change in China is inevitable,
but rules cut any rash or hasty step. “Our
main task is to inch forward in small steps
and reach our goal. To make people
understand the evils of the present
Communist rule and bring them on our
side.... We shall not repeat the mistake
we committed at the Ttapanmen Square
in 1989”7 adds Mr Rein.

So, many believe that China is heading
for a democratic revolution, which may
either be violent or bloodiess like the
Russian perestroika. And the present
crisis  arising  out of large-scale
unemployment would certainly hasten
the doom of Communist rule. .

(Concluded)
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Falun Gong

irked over bar
on movement

<7

Associated Press

HONG KONG, June 30, — As
Hong Kong prepared to mark it
(ifth anniversary under Chinese
rude. Falun Gong complained
today  that more  than 90
praciitioners have been barred
from entering the  1erritory
where they hoped 10 protest in
front of Chinese President, Mr
Jang Zemin.

Mre Zemin and his wite Mrs
Wang Yepimg, asowell as Viee
Preavier Oian Qichen. arrived
late today o attend ceremaonies
commemorating Hong Kong's'|
Tuly. 1997 return (o Chinese

rule.
Hong Kong will mark the
occasion  with a0 flag-raising

eremony on Monday, belore
hict executive Tung Chee-hwa is
poor n for a second five-vear
cerm, Prosdemocriey uetivists,
tubor groups and athers also nlan
o mark the eecasion with deman-
slrtions.

The  protesters  have  said
ipolive are keeping them far
*;nm} from aificial events and
Fatun Gong said some ol i
follewers arent being allowed
| into Hong kong - even thoueh it
'J\ mppmul ta enpm Western-
style freedom of speech and
assembly under a government
arrangentent  dubbed  one
COURITY, Dwo systems.”

One Falun Gong follawey.
Australtan citizen Leon Wane,
was detained at arpoct today,
Fle said he saw pwo women
beng wrapped in plistic ad
cardied onte an airplane aite
they refused 10 cooperate wilh
ollicis.

P here 1o mect sone
chents, bug they didu't eveny ask
e swhal Ui towan for” sidd
Wonge o AMacar-old Svidnes
hasinessman who Tl trasclled
o Hone Rong sesveral times
hetare witfwiut profients,

Plui Yee-hano o Hong Kong
Falun - Gong  spokeswoman.
aecused  authoritics of  tving
hinds and Teel of some overseas
memibers of the group us thes
ricd e enter Hong Kong o
profest against My Aemin's
clorts to cradicate Falun Gong
in mainiand China.

Huw  sald since 22 June.
immigration  authoritics had
turned  away 96 followers,
including two Americans, 67
Fuiwanese, 13 Austrubians. (our
Japanese. two o Swedes. one
Swiss. lwo Sipgaporeans and
one Indonesian,

biel

| na
Scribes’ fear

HONG KONG. June 3D,
Frecdom of expression has de-
teriorated (0 the five years
since Hong Kong veverted buck
to Chinese rute, the Hong
Kamg Journahists Association
saidd today.

In its 2002 annual report.
the associatien sadd several
disturbing rends. including
muves within the government
toward the snplementation of
a subversidn law  punishing
oifences against the state, led
it Lo believe  things  had
worseneid.

W opointed 1o 1he govern-
went cimpdown on unautho-
riscd assembiy by demon-
strators and ihe bandeufling of
wo journadists during a police
operation te clear out a park
in April and said: “These are
siEns of o government that is
showing  increasing  intole-
ranee wewards minority views.”

An efficial  spokesman,
however, sald the adminis-
tration  wus  commilted 1o
protecting freedom  of
capression and maintaining a
froc pross —- AFP

hout
fallowers,
able (0 Stage

73 docal Falun Gong
flowever, were sl
meditation

cwercises euiside Hong Kong's -

innngration headguaricts
lodin,

Phev wore also planiing o
capdiclight vigi) in the evening.

Hong kong Seeurity Bureau.
responding to questions abowt
Falm Gong, said ina wrtiten
shenents Ul the ran-np o
coelehration of Tlong Kong
Spectalt Administrative Region's
firth annive rsary, (108 nocessian
Tor outhontics o ensure tht
people entering Hunu Kong do
not canse rewhle.” Immigration
department otficials had acted
S tudls. it aduded,

Neone 1% barred from Hong
Kong because of their refigious
belict™ the security hurcau
slalement sald.

Beffing hus outlawed Falup
Crong as an mevil seet” and bas
caerfed out @ crackdown tind
Falun  Gong  savs has left
hundreds dead In police custody,
The proup remains legal in
Hong Kong,

Whoen Mre Zemin last visited
fur an ceonomic conference in
May 2001, Fulun Gong said 1
of iy tllowers were yarned awm
by immigration officials.
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Cyber cates opium for the

r'“\'
\V/’

Marx markcd religion as the opium of the
masses, and for Chinese Marxists, cyber
cafes have become the “opium for the
youth”, reports The Straits Times/

Asia News Network

BEIJING, June 19, — Beijing’s vice-mayor today condemned Internet
cafes as an “opium” for China’s vouth, even as the crackdown on cyber
cafes spread 1o Shanghai and Tianjin, as well as in two provinces.

In Beijing itself officials cracked down on popular hang-out spots
following the weckend fire which killed 24 people.

The vice-mayor, Mr Lin Zhihua, said cyber cafes, which have
sprouted ail over China in recent years. were a bad influence on chil-
dren and many parents were hacking the city's shutdown of its 2,400
establishments, He added: “We have a strong response from city res-
idents complaining that young people are staying up all night play-
ing computer games. Even parents do not know where they are.
They don’t listen in class and they can't concentrate in school... Ma-
ny parenis complain about fnternet cafes opening next to schools.
It's an opium. t’s like giving opium to children ... How can this go
on?™ Mr L. however, vehemently denied the crackdown was con-

i ”“youth says Beijing .-

nected to China’s fears about people becoming mﬂucmed by the
content on the Net.

Politically sensitive sites, such as those offering fews by foreign
media and overseas dissidents, are routinely barred by the govern-
ment, although the computer-literate can often circumvent the
blocks. The state media also condemned cyber cafes as an unwhole-
some influence on the nation’s vouth.

Beijing’s mayor Mr Liu Qi has warned that owners of thousands
of illicit Net dens would be “severely punished”™.

In Shanghai, city officials were djsulssmg CMErgency measures,
the Shanghal Daily said, adding that about half of the eity’s 2,000 In-
ternet cafes were believed to be illcgal. Tianjin has begun citywide
safety checks, said Xinhua, while the province of C}uangzhou has
stopped approving new cyber cafes while it investigates the industry,

The eastern province of Shandong. which has more than 6,000 In-
ternet cafes, has sent out six 1eams to make urgent <afety checks.

Meanwhile, an AFP report added that officials in Beijing said
today that two teenagers had deliberately staried the fire at the
cyber cafe which killed 24 people, because of a disagreement with
the owner. The youths, aged 13 and 14, ignited gasoline sprinkled at
the Lanjisu internet cafe in Beijing's university district early on
Sunday, a Beijing city official said in a statcment.

The dead were trapped inside the cramped second-storey cafe.
which hact bars across its windows and a single. locked exit.
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~China’s ‘rust belt’

SHANGHAL, MARCH 21, Thousands of shouting
i protesiers gathered on Thursday in front of

; government offices in north-east China to *

" demand the release of four detained labour
i leaders, witnesses said.
Witnesses said three of the leaders were
, detained on Wednesday while trying to ne
\ gotiate with officials in Liaoyang, an indus
trial city in Liaoning province. The other
| was detained on $Sunday near his home, a
I fabour rights group said. “How could the
Communist Party seize these people?”
shouted the protesters, most unemployed
workers from State-owned factories. Partic
{ ipants said others carried red banners say-
ing, “Release them!” and “The Government
hdS humiliated the people!”

One participant, a woman reached by
| cell phone while demonstrating, said the
~crowd was pushing at a large iron gate in
[ front of Liaoyang city hali. The woman, who
& asked not to be named, said no uniformed

police were visible and the gate appeared
) unguarded. She and othér witnesses said
|

no one has been injured in the increasingly
vocal protests, which have grown as large as
10,000 since beginning last week over
blocked severance pay and owed wages.
On Wednesday, civilian police formed a
cordon in front of the gate while three
truckloads of helmeted military police
broke up protesters, who had gathered on a
sireet named Democracy Road, withesses
said. The China Labour Bulletin, a Hong
Kong-based labour rights group, said about
100 military police pushed their way into
the crowd of demponstrators to seize three
€. The leaders had been
ear the city offices’ gate calling

\_/
sees more unrest
2

Hundreds of people gather in front of the Liaoyang city government office

in northeastem China on Thursday

following a march along city streets

for the fifth straight day. — AFP

for talks with officials, it said. It identified
the three as Pang Qingxiang, 58; Xiao Yun-
liang, 57, and Wang Zhaoming, 3%. The
woman protester said seme demonstrators
were so oulraged that they fainted as they
shouted. She said ope fell in front of her as
she spoke on the phone. “Everyone is very
worked up and excited about this,” she
said. “You can feel their anger and their
misery.” The fourth detained labour leader
was Yao Fuxin, 54. Yao was picked up on
Sunday by plainclothes security agents on a
street near his home and hasn't been seen
since, the China Labour Bullepin said.

The demuonstrations in LipOyang are one
of two large-scale protesi#’that have gone

on for days or weeks in China's "rust belt”

ndrth-east, which is plagued by unemploy- ﬁ
ment from ailing State firms. The rising ten- |
signs are a warning sign of the problems |

China faces as it shuts down unprofitable
government-owned factories, where em-
ployment was once guaranteed for life,
China is trying to cut government obliga-
tions and improve its competitiveness as it
opens markets with entry into the World
Trade Organisation. Despite government
bins on unauthorised demonstrations, offi-
cials have apparently refrained from an
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ffalun Gong pu

BEIING, MARCH 7. The banned
Falun Gong spiritual group has
scored a major propaganda
coup by illicitly broadcasting
two films touting its cause on
cable television in northeast
China, a TV network and ihe
group said on Thursday.

The films were shown this
week on eight of 32 channels
broadcast to 300,000 homes in
Changchun city, Jilin province,
the group’s New York-based
headquarters said.

One of the films _ potentially
watched by up to a million peo-
ple, contradicted the official
version of events surrounding
the self-immolation of alleged
Ealun Gong foltowers on Tia-
nanmen Square in January 2001,
a statement by the group saic.

The films ran uninterrupted
for around 40 to 50 minute on
Tuesday, it added, without say-
ing how the broadcast was ar-
ranged.

An employee of the cable TV
network confirmed that “an in-
has been opened 1o find
out who was responsible for this
business”, adding that the films
had been seen by a large num-
ber of people.

According to a Falun Gong
spokesman, the films “Falun
Cong spreads through the
world"” and “Immolation or De-

. ceit” were both produced by the

group.
Meanwhile, at least four
western followers of Falun
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© Man Tsan and 0 Ting Ting {7},
the jalled Hong Kong Falun Gong member,

pictures of Ms. Lui and urge

off m
o[l

"

edia couf

husband and daughter of
Lui Pak Fung, hold

the Hong Xong govemment to

help them in securing het release in Hong Kong on Thursday.
Ms. Lui, a practising Falun Gong member, was anested on
February 7, 2000 while visiting relatives in Guangxi province,
Maintand China. — Reuters

Gong were arrested on Thurs-
day after a brief protest on Tia-
panmen Sguare timed  to

coincide with the annual ses-
sion of China’s Parliament—
AFP

-
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:/Falun members h1J ack

TV station to show film

FROM JEREMY PAGE

Beijing, March 7 (Reuters): De-
fiant members of the hanned
Falun Gong spiritual group hi-
jacked state television in a north-
eastern Chinese city to show a
film protesting a government
crackdown on their faith, locals
said today:

Reports of the television
protest, gne of Falun Gong's
most audacious, emerged as
China detained seven foreign ad-
herents on Tiananmen Square
for protesting Beijing's cam-
paign against the group it calls
anevil cult.

State television broadcasts in
Changchun were interrupted on
Tuesday evening by footage of
Failun Gong’s US-based leader Li
Hongzhi and a film accusing the
government of staging a self-im-
molation of alleged adherents in
Tiananmen Square last year, lo-
cals said.

“There was a brief blackout
and then there was Li Hongzhi
speaking, banners saying ‘Falun
Dafa is good,” and there was a
news analysis about the Tianan-
men Square self-immaolation in-
cident which indicated that it
was planted by the governiment,”
a television  viewer in
Changchun told Reuters.

The footage lasted about 50
minutes before normal state tele-
vision programming resumed,
he said.

It was one of the most daring
protests by Falun Gong, whose
once regular demonstrations in

Australian Falun Gong
members Candice Molnar (left)
and her husband Michael
Molnar in Melbourne before
travelling 10 Beijing to stage a
peaceful protest. (AFP)

Tiananmen Square have petered
out in the last year since the gov-
ernment arrested group leaders
and sent thousands of followers
to “re-education” camps.
However, foreign adherents
have kept up their campaign
with a string of protests on the
square — the latest coming today
right in front of the building
where the National People's Con-
gress, China’s parliament, was
holding its annual meeting.
Police whisked away the for-
eigners, at least three of whom
were Australian, after the latest
of several prolests in recent

months by foreigners who were
swiftly expelled from the coun-
try. .
Police in Changohun had ar-
rested a local man in connection
with the television ihcident, the
Changchun Evening newspaper
said, without offering more de-
tails.

Changchun residents said
they believed the incident was
the work of underground Falun
(Gong practitioners still active in
the city, but it was unclear how
they managed to penetrate the
local cable TV networlk,

Changchun, a city of 1.3 mil-
lion people, is Li Hongzhi’s home
town and thousands of people
there remain faithful to the
self-styled spiritual leader, they
said.

Officials at the city’s police
department and state-owned
Changchun Cable Television
Corporation, the city’'s higgest
cable broadcaster, declined to
comment on the incident.

But a city government offi-

cial told Reuters a polige circular

sent ta city hall said high-rank-
ing officials and investigators
from the ministry of public secu-
rity in Beijing had been sent to
Changchun to investigate the in-
cident, The televisioh protest
was the group’s latest effort to
fight back against a fierce state
media campaign to discredit the
group.

Falun Gong denies they were
true adherents and accuses the
governrent of
cident,
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BELING, MARCH 6. In a move that
could fuel suspicions ahout Beij-
ing's military goals, China today
announced a whopping 17.6 per
cent rise in its defence spending
to $20.07 billien citing changes
in the international situation
and the need to modernise the
2.5-million-strong People's Lib-
eration Army {PLA).

Expenditures for national de-
fence in the central budget for
2002 will be increased by $3.05
billion, the Finance Minister,
Xiang Huaicheng, told nearly
3,000 deputies to the National
People’s Congress (NPC), Chi-
na’'s Parliament.

“We will appropriately in-
crease expenditures for national
defence to utilise madern tech-
nolagy, especially high technol-
ogy to raise our Army's defence

China hikes mllltary
Py . budget by 17 p. ¢

and combat capabilities, sa
guard our national sovereignt
and territorial integrity an
adapt to changes in the intema-
tional situation,”” Mr, Xiang said
in his national budget proposal
on the second day of the NPC
session. Analysts noted that the
latest double-digit increase in
military spending by China was
the 13th straight year of double-
digit hikes for the PIA, the
world’s largest standing army.

However, the increase this
vear is marginally lower than fast
vear's record 17,7 per cent rise in
defence expenditure which to-
talled 141 billion yuan. Analysts
say China's actual defence
spending is thought to be up to
five times the official budget. —
PTI1
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CHINA / ZHU LAMBASTS CORF{UPT*ON

Beijing to pursue reforms ;'

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, MARCH 5. The Chi-
nese Premier, Zhu Rongji, on
Tuesday laid out his priorities at
the annual session of the Na-
tional People’s Congress (NPC)
which began in Beijing earlier in
the day, ahead of laying down
office as Prime Minjster next
year.

Using stiong words 1o lam-
bast corruption, Mr. Zhu spoke
of the challenges before China
after entering the World Trade
Organisation (WTQ), the need
to improve the income.of farm-
ers and maintain stability in the
country, Mr. Zh, along with
Mr. Fang Zemin and Mr. Li
Peng, are expected ta step down
from their Communist party
posls at the party congress later
this year while they are expect-
ed to leave their Governmeni
posts at the nex| session of the
NPC in March 2003.

“The vear 2002 s a very im-
portant vear in the develop-
ment of our party and country,”
Mr. Zhu was quoted as saying
today. “'China’s accession to
WTO benefits its reform and
opening up and ils economic
development as a whole, but in
the short term, less competitive
industries and enterprises face
significant  chailenges,” he
maintained. As the country
maintained a growth of over
seven per cent in the face of
dropping growth rates world-
wide, Mr. Zhu stressed that the
key to growth in 2002 was
boosting demestic demand by
increasing the incomes of both
the rural and urban poor. “The

1 A B —

ALL SET TO WIPE OUT CORRUPTIONT: The Chinese
President, liang Zemin, pats the Premier, Zhu Rongji,
who Is wiping his face after delivering a speech at the
opening of the annual session of Parliament, or
National Peaple’'s Congress, at the Great Hall of the

People in Beijing on Tuesday. — Reuters

mosl pressing task is o ensure
that subsistence allowances for
laid-off workers from State-
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owned enterprises and basic
pensians for retirees are paid on

time and in full;’.

U
0

Referring tosforeign policy is-
sues, Mr. Zhu said thelinterna-
tional situation had thanged
dramatically in 2001. 1

he said peace and develbpment ;
remained the main theme of the

times while the trend towards a

multi-poiar world rernained un-

changed. Mr. 7hu claimed that |

China's external environment
was still one more of opportuni-
ty than challenge. The general
international picture would be
that of overall peace but local

warfare, overall calm but local ;

tension and overall stability but |

[ocal turbulence.

China’s diplomatic work had
entered a new stage amid the
changes in international rela-

tions _ the country's interna-

tional status and influence :

continued to rise. " China is par-
ticipating actively and pragmat-
ically in multilateral diplamatic
activities in the international
political, economic, cultural,
social and disarmament areas,
firmly safeguarding s sover-
eignty, independence, territo-
rial integrity, national security
and national dignity,” Mr. Zhu
said. “China has joined the in-
ternational community in con-
demning and fighting terrorism

and is playing a constructive

role in the international toun-
ter-terrorism
maintained.

struggle,”  he

The Premier promised a -

crackdown on crimninal activ-

ities generated by terrorismi, re-
ligious extremism and ethnic ;|
separatisin.; The figin against

a

Falun Gong other cults

would als

e continued, he



Vﬁeijing

FROM EDWIN CHAN

Beijing, March 4 (Reuters):
Every year an army of thou-
sands labours behind the scenes
to ensure China’s annual two-
" week parliamentary session in
the capital goes off without a
hitch,

And each year. Beijingers
heave a collective sigh and grit
their teeth in resignation over
the inevitable traffic jams, tight-
ened security and stricter polic-
ing of streets that follow.

At this year’'s National Peo-
pie's Congress, which starts to-
marrow, 2,987 delegates from
across China will debate isstes
like corruption, reforms after
joining the World Trade Organi-
sation and how to alleviate farm-
ers' tax burdens.

Hordes of cleaners, waiters,
security guards, drivers, and po-
licemen will make sure such
pressing issues are the only
things delegates have to worry
about. City workers have been
working overtime, whether it's
in painting several kilometres of
railing along Changan Avenue
in a brilliant, pristine white, or
sprucing up 13 designated hotels
in which delegates will be stay-
ing.

“Beijing has been improving
itself. adding greenery and all
that, for a while. It's the city’s
work, whether it's in prepara-
tion for the Olympics or the
NPC,” said Shen Zhangrong, the

head of the NPX$ news depart-
ment. “Of coursd, Beijing did do
a lot for the NPC apecifically, im
proving traffic safety and up-
grading hotel facilities.”

Capital Automobile Co, the
auto services firm given the task
of ferrying delegates around the
city, spent more than 800,000
vuan {$96,660) overhauling a
fleet of 420 cars comprising
Audis and Red Flags — a Chi-
nese-made limousine favoured
hy officials.

The firm replaced the head-
lights on all cars, subjected them
to rigorous safety inspections
and full-body disinfections, and
-— as a final touch — replaced
dull grey floormats with brand
new plush red cnes, said spokes-
woman Liu Yue. “Our drivers
were trained right from the
start. We placed a cup of water
on their dashboards during tests

b ld—up for méet

and they were not supposed to
spill a single drop,” Liu told
Reuters. :

Despite reaching speeds of
160 kmph in motorcais, Liu
said there were occasions when
passengers had fallen as%ep.

Some hotels went out pf their
way to make guests feel at home,
The Friendship Hotel,. which
will host 500 delegates, puk up the
Chinese character for “West" on
the walls of some rooms to tell
Muslim delegates which diree-
tion to face during prayers.

But while delegates have
their every need looked after,
some locals grouse that the two-
week meet is affecting business.
“Fewer tourists come to browse.
They're all gathered dn the
square waiting to see so&sbody
important,” said Zhao Xiang, 21,
an out-of-towner selling sou-
venirs near Tiananmen Sguare.
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Chinese busirféss égce‘légs‘tateﬁguaréhtees

BELJING, MARCH. 2. As China's legislative sea-

son begins, an association representing the
i country’s increasingly powerful entrepre-
neurs wanis the Government to strengthen
State protection of private property — no
small affair in a people’s republic founded
on a doctrine antithetical to private own-
ership.

The Ail-China Federation of Industry and
Commerce, a trade group, is proposing a
Constitutional amendment to enshrine
such protections in Chinese law and will
introduce il at next week's session of the
Chinese People’'s Political Consultative
Conference, the official China Daily news-
paper reported on Sawmurday. The Chinese
Constitution stipulates that State-owned
property is “divine and imprescriptible.” J¢
bans destruction of State-owned properties
by any organisations or individuals “by any
means.” But, according to the entrepre-
neurs’ association, it does not offer the
same level of protection to private property.
- The federation wants to change the Consti=
tution to explicitly protect private property
“in language as clear and as strong as that
applied to State-owned properties,” China
Daily reported. “Without such a stipulation,
the future of some private enterprises re-
mains unknown, and that’s a disadvantage
for social stability,” the proposal states. The
federation is one of 34 sectors represented
in the consultative conference, an advisory
body to the legislative National People's
Congress, which also convenes next week.
~According to official statistics, China now
| has more than 1.7 million privately run do-
( mestic enterprises with an investment of
‘ $132.85 hillion and a labour force of 27 mil-

lion people. In the post Mao Tse-tung era of
the past quarter-century, ever since the late
i leader Deng Xiaoping launched economic
( reforms that pushed China toward the out-
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A Chinese police officer (in black facing away) is reughed up by Chinese protesters .

for allegedly pushing an elderly man during a protest at a condominium in Beijing
on Saturday. The protest by the tenants of the condominium was against the
property developer for what they claim the illegal sale of land areund it to another
developer. The protest turned against the police after one of them confiscated a
tape from a journalist covering the event. — AP

side world, foreign investment and ambi-
tious business ventures — international
and domestic — have fuelled great growth.

Yet the Government continually walks a
tightrope as it attempts to balance econom-
ically beneficial activities and privatisation
with the mandate of its founding principles
— particularly "gongchan zhuyi” the Chi-
nese word for communism, which trans-
lates literallv as “public property doctrine.”
China's recent acceptance into the World
Trade Organisation only makes this more
complicated, even as it opens more eco-

THE HINDU
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nomic doors. Just as delicate is the balance
between private prdperty and public inter- -
estin China, where government-backed de-
velopment often tekes precedence over
individual property rights. Fven McDo-
nald’s, a symbol of the growth of foreign
interests in China, was forced 1o close its
first restaurant in Beijing in 1996 after the
Government evicted it so a Hong Kong tv-
coon could build a $1.5 billion shopping
and office complex. The Government later |
agreed to pay McDenald’s $12.3 milljon. —
AP g

s



~ China takes lid off
%, layoff murders’ -

Beijing, Feb. 24 (AFP). The
killing of managers at three
state-owned factories highiights
the difficult reform process
China’s state enterprises are un-
dergoing, state media reported
today.

The murders, all three of
which occurred last year in
Hubei province in central China,
were reported for the first time
today in the national media,

In all three cases, the workers
or their families were dissatis-
fied with the compensation they
received far lost jobs, according
to the China News Service
(CINS).

The earliest case occurred on
July 14 at the the Huanggang
City Aluminum Group Co.

Manager Qi Song was killed
by the san of a warker in the
equipment department, CNS
said.

In the most recent case, on
lecember 20, a relative of a
worker killed the deputy manag-
er of the Xiangfan City Xi-
angvang Material Company
when the manager was trying to
divide up the fuel company’s as-

sets during bankruptey proceed-
ings, the report said.

CNS provided little detail
about the two cases and the facto-
ries could not be reached for
comment.

But details available in the
third case, on October 31 at the
Xianning City Chemical Fibre
Factory, reveal the frustrations
state workers go through.

The factory — a major em-
ployer in Hubei — had been in
the red since it was set up in 1993
with money borrowed from
banks and other enterprises.

[t was losing about 10 million
yuan a year, and had debts of 370
million yuan, with assets of only
280 million yuan, CNS quoted
the factory’s communist party
head saying.

Forced to make cuts, the fac-
tory put workers on early retire-
ment or temporary work suspen-
sions and made them compete
with each other to keep their
jobs.

The accused Kkiller Xu
Yudong, 28, in 1998 signed a con-
tract with the factory to stop
working for three yvears in ex-

change for his job back at the end
of the term.

Bush boost (0 Hu

Though US Presjdent George W,
Bush failed to achieve a break-
through with China on con-
tentious issues like non-prolifer-
ation, his whirlwind visit has al-
lowed the world to size up Hu
Jintao, the like]y successor to
Chinese President Jiang Zemin,
diplomatic sources said here
today.

“The announcement that Hu
will visit Washjington “in the
near future” is alined at boosting
his standing at hpme and abroad
as head of the criicial leadership
changes in China's Communist
Party in October,” a diplomat
said. .

Jiang announced during a
joint press conference with Bush
on Thursday that he and Hu
would travel separately to the US
this year at the invitation of
Bush and Vice-President Dick
Cheney. “The anhouncement re-
vealsthat.China‘Ffourth-gene d

tion leadership has been
ed,” the diplomat said.
|
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“China sore over foreign ‘hand’ in rights-

Agence France-Presse

BELJNG, Feb. 11.— China's
number two leader Mr Li Peng,
has  condemned foreign
countries "interfering" over
human rights, in a sign that the
issue could still plague Sino-US
ties ahcad of President Mr
George W. Bush's visit next
week.

Beijing was “firmly opposed to
interfering in other countries”
internal affairs by using the
human rights issue,” said Mr Li
Peng, head of China's
parliament, the  National
People's Congress, in comiments
reported by the official Xinhua
news agency.

The criticism, part of a
message of congratulation sent
to the China Society for Human
Righis Studies on the launch of a

magazine, admitted work still-

needed to be done to safeguard
personal freedoms.

However, China was “firmly
npposed  to  the neointer-

ventionist faacy about human
rights transcending over sov-
ereignty ... and firmly opposed to
pursuing hegemony and power
politics under the guise of
human rights,” Mr Li Peng said,
in lanpuage smacking of the
traditionalist hardline of the
party.

There have been signs over
previous weeks that China is
secking to prevent human rights
issues lurking too high on the
agenda during Mr Bush's two-
day visit, which begins on 2]
February

Over the weekend, Hong
Kong businessman Mr Li
Guanggiang, jailed for
importing Bibles into the
mainland in a case condemned
as “deplorable” by the USA, was
allowed to Jeave prison and
return home,

Last month Tibetan music
scholar Ngawang Choephel,
whose case had also been
championed in the USA, was
freed seven years into an 18-year
sentence for spying.

A policeman jumps to grab a Canadian Falungong protester in Tiananmen Square on'Monday. — APPTI

Crackdown on
Falungong

~Agence France-Presse -

BEIJING, Feb. 11.— Chinese
police today detained a US and
a Canadian follower of the ban-
ned Falungong spiritual move-
ment after they protested in Bei-
jing’s Tlananmen Square against -
China’s repression of the group, |
a Falungong spokesman said.
US citizen Mr Levi Browde
(29), and Canadian Mr Jason
Loftus (22), were taken away by
police around 3:00 pm after Mr
Loftus unfuried a vellow banner
and shouted slogans, Mr Adam
Montanare from the group’s
New York headquarters said.
The protest came the day be-
fore the Lunar New Year. On
fast year's Lunar New Year's
Eve five people China said were
Falungong followers who set
themselves on fire on Tianan-
man Square, with two dying,
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//Falun Gd’ng
ATEpression ,o1),

g 1 1"
unabated
NEW YORK, FEB, 8. The C %
Government is using new laws
and new interpretations of ofd
laws to crack down on the Falun
Gong, Human Rights Watch has

said in a new report.
Members of the Falung Gong

I have been classified with Tibe-

tan and Uighur “splittists” and
unauthorised religious groups

as a major threat to the Com- :

munist Party, Human Rights
Watch said. The 117-page re-
port, “Dangerous Meditation;
China's Campaign Against Fa-
lun Gong”, analyses why and
how the Chinese Government
cmbarked on a plan to eradicate
the group it terms an “evil cult.”
In recent documents, the Gov-
ernment has suggested that Fa-
lun Gong is a terrorist

organtsation. “China’s efforts to !

equate the Falun Gong with rer-
rorists are ludicrous,” said Sid-
ney Jones, executive director of

the Asia division of Human |
Rights Watch. “Most Falun
- Gong members are peaceful,

law-abiding citizens, and there
is no excuse for the human
rights violations they have

1 endured.”

The new report traces the
evolution of the Chinese Gov-
ernment’s crackdown, starting
with the July 1999 ban on the
hierarchically-organised medi-
tatien group, which now boasts
millions of members world-
wide. From the initial ban, the
Government moved on to pro-
hibit practising the group’s ex-
ercises in public, and 1o

confiscate and destroy hun- |
dreds of thousands of copies of !

its publications. /



Spy devices found

! headboard
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REUTERS CQ}_}

LONDON, Jan. 19. — China
has said its Intelligence
officers found more than 20
spying devices in a Boeing
767 meant to become
President Mr Jiang Zemin's
official plane after it was
delivered from the USA, the
Financial Times said today.
Citing Chinese officials,
the newspaper said it was
unclear when the aircraft

4l was fitted with the bugs,
" said to be tiny and operated

by satellite.

The devices were detected
after the plane emitted a
strange static whine during
test flights in China in
September, shortly after it
was delivered.

One device was found in a
lavatory and another in the
of the
presidential bed.

The discovery came ahead
of a planned summit betw-

. een US President Mr George
. W Bush and Mr Zemin in

Beijing next month. Mr
Zemin was said to be furious

. about the find, the FT said.

The aircraft was made at
the Boeing factory in Seattle
and then fitted with VIP
equipment and upholstery
by another company. The
plane was under
surveillance by Chinese

officials throughout, the
newspaper said.
An official from the

Chinese foreign ministiry
told Reuters on Saturday he
could not confirm if the
report was true and no one
was available for comment
from the c¢ivil aviation
authority administration.
Spokeswoman Ms Debbie
Heathers told Reuters a 767-
300ER plane, which was
delivered to Delta Air Lines
in June 2000, was re-sold to
China United Airlines — the
airforce-run airline that
ordered the aircraft - and
customised for executive use

by Jiang Zemin by a
modification company in
Texas.

A Delta spokesman said he
had no immediate comment.

A source close to the
transaction told Reuters the
maintenance on the ajrcraft
between the time it left
Delta Air Lines and the time
it was sold to China United
Airlines was carried out by

Dee Howard Ajrceraft
Maintenance in San
Antonio, Texas.

The Financial Times

quoted Chinese officials as
saying the security forces
had launched an
investigation into possible
negligence within  China
United Airlines and state-

report

Mr Jiang Zemin: Bugged
owned China  Aviation
Suppligs Export and Import
Corp, which was responsible
for importing the plane.

Some 20 air force officers
had been held for
questioning and two CASC
officials had been laken into
custody for questioning, the
FT said.

The TUSA and China
clashed over espionage
issues in April last vyear
when a Chinese fighter jet
and US spy plane collided
over the South China Sea,
resulting in the death of the
Chinese pilot and the
grounding of the US plane in
China,
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ackdown in Muslim

e " region in China alt

BEIJING, JAN. 18. The 1lop ethnic
Uighur communist leader in Xin-
jiang has ordered an ideological
crackdown in the Chinese Mus-
lim-majority region, intensifying a
campaign to root oul separatists,
state press said.

“We must steadfastly inspect,
ban and suppress propaganda
that incites ethnic separatism,”’
said Abulahat Abdurixit, chairman
of the Xinjiang WUighur Autono-
mous Region.

“Western hostite forces and
ethnic splittist forces” must be
stopped from using the media to
“infiltrate” Xinjiang, he was quot-
ed as saying by a recent edition of
the Xinjiang Daily. seen in Beijing
today.

China has ratcheted up the
pressure on ethnic Uighur separa-
! fists since the September 11 at-
tacks on the TIInited States,
insisting thev should be consid-
ered terrorists, 4 point disputed by
Washington.  Human  rights

groups have said Beijing is trying
to use the global campaign
against terror to brutally crush
even peaceful dissent in the re-
gion, which borders Afghanistan:

Mr. Abdurixit, speaking at a Ja-
nuary 12 meeting on religious af-
fairs in the region, said the
clampdown should target materi-
als that “distort Xinjiang history,
propagate ideclogy on ethnic
separatism or incite religious fer-
vour”.

On Wednesday, Xinjiang's top
military policeman, Yang Si, alsa
urged police forces in the region
to place the ongoing crackdown
on ethnic separatists at the top of
their agenda. “Although the Tali-
ban political power has been
crushed and the Xinjiang ‘East
Turkestan’ terrorist organisation
in Afghanistan lost its support,
Xinjiang separatist forces outside
China still exist,” Mr. Yang was
quoted by the China News Ser-

vice as saying. — AFP
//
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- CHINESE MILITARY-IT

SA

he Chinese call their pursuit of in-
formation warfdre and other hi-tech

means to counter Washington's
overwhelmingly superior conventional
military capabilities “acupuncture war-
fare”. Acupuncture warfare is described
as “paralysing the enemy by attacking the
weak link of his command, control, com-
munications and information as if hitting

his acupuncture point in kung fu com--

bat.” Acupuncture warfare is another

form of asymmetrical warfare dating
'1 back to the teachings of Sun Tzu, China’s
! pre-eminent military strategies from the
3th century BC. For guite some time now
the PLA has been simulating computer
virus attacks in jts military exgrcises.

information warfare

The PLA is acquiring the technological
capability to employ electronic counter
measure techniques and high-powered
microwave transmitters to disable the
military and communications satellites of
its adversaries. It is possible that in the
future, the PLLA may deploy a ground-
based laser to disable sateliites. The
Communications Command Academy in
Wuhan has emerged as a primary infor-
mation warfare centre. Under Project-95,
an information warfare simulation ex-
periment centre has been set up at the
Academy. A task force of 20 theorists
and instructors from the Academy is
working on PLA publications on infor-
mation warfare. The Academy conducts
31 command and control courses with
emphasis on information warfare. A fair
amount of effort and ome is being
invested in researching method to insert
computer viruses into the computer and
communications networks of China’s
adversaries.

Attention is also being paid to deve-
loping defensive measures to counter
attacks against the PLA’s networks. Ac-
cording to a US Congressional Research
Service report entitled “Cyberwarfare’,
authored by Steve Hildreth, China is de-
veloping a strategic information warfase
unit called “Net Force” to neutralise the
military capabilities of technologically su-
perior adversaries. This new information
warfare unit will “wage combat through
computer networks to manipulate enemy
information systems spanning spare parts
deliveries to fire control and guidance
systems.” Though the PLAs research
into the theoretical aspects of informa-
tion warfare is fairly advanced, it does
not appear to have developed a coordi-
nated and integrated mformauon war-
fare doctrine as yet.

According to Chong-Pin Lec, vice
chairman of Taiwan's Mainland Affairs
Council, Beijing is re-directing its em-
phasis away from nuclear deterrence 1o
this new asymmetrical strategy and its
“overarching purpose is to deter the Uni-
ted States from intervening around
China's peripheries and to seize Taiwan
with minimum bloodshed and destru-
ctiop.” In another five to 10 vears China
will develop depth and sophistication in
its understanding and handiing of in-
formation warfare techniques and infor-
mation operations. With Indian society
becoming increasingly dependent on au-
tomated data processing and vast com-
puter networks, India is already extreme-

—
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ly vulnerable to such information warfare
techniques, The fact that it can be prac-
ticed from virtually any place on the
earth even duting peacetime makes acu-
puncture warfare even mote diabolical.
India can ill-afford to ignore this new
challenge to its security.

A US government publication entitied
“Chinese Views of Future Warfare’,
sponsored by Andy Marshall, Pentagon’s
Director of Net Assessment, reported
that China is preparing its future military
to  wage “high-technology, five-
dimensional warfare using long-range
stealth, robotic infantry, radiation, cyber
attacks, satellite weapons and other
means of controlling not the air, land and
sea, but outer space and the

and implement new tactics, techniques
and procedures for the optimum employ-
ment of technological ad yances in hard-
ware.

At the same time, fletds such as in-
formation warfare and lcommand and
control warfare are new ;and though the
West has a head start, it/is certainiy not
light years ahead. Also, khese fields are
dominated by software superiority rather
than a hardware edge ahd software ex-
cellence is something thit countries like
China can hope to attarn fairly guickly
smce it is not dependent so much on
imports. Hence, it can be stated with a
reasonable degree of assurance that Chi-
na will soon begin to catch up with the
West in these new rmhiary technologies
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electromagnetic realm that connects
them all”. The work is based on extensive
quotes from many of China’s most
respected military thinkers and deserves
to be viewed with seriousness. The
Chinese scholars have recommended
that China must acquire high-
performance microwave weapons to
destroy the opponent’s ¢lectronic equip-
ment; robot sentrics, engineers and
infantrymen and unmanned smart tanks;
arsenal ships and undersea mine laying
robots; tactical laser weapons for anti-
ship defence; submarine-launched air
defence weapons; lasers, particle beams
and microwave beams for precision
strikes; and, plasma weaponry and
electromagnetic pulse systems.

Catching up

The PLA Army is still very largely a
force that is rooted firmly in the “peo-
ple’s war” mindset of the past. Its wea-
pons and equipment are still primitive by
madern standards and it is decades away
from becoming a truly-capable force that
can stand its ground against a modern
military machine organised and egquip-
ped with genuine state-of-the-art RMA
capabilities like the US army. Integrated
joint operations and amphibious warfare
are still alien concepts that will take years
of painstaking effort to successfully ab-
sorb and implement. The mere acquisi-
tion of modern technology is never
enough, It is much harder to develop and
adapt the necessary doctrinal changes

THE STATESUAB

i
|
|
i
|
|
|
|
|

and will close the ovlerall gap. By about
2015-20, China may be expected 10 gain a
formidable conventignal mititary capabi-
lity. This will assumd even greater signi-
ficance when the nudiear warheads of the
US and Russia are reduced under
START Il and futuge disarmament trea-
ties to levels close 1o the Chinese
warheads. : .

The PLA Army has been actively en-
gaged in downmzmg, increasing the num-
ber of rapid depldyment units and in
improving mobility jand logistics support
capability, while simultaneousty upgra-

ding its ability to ltndertake all-weather °

operations, improve air defence capabi-
lity and institute modern command and
control systems. China’s simultanecus
efforts to gradually upgrade the PLA
Navy to a “Blue Water” status and to ac-
quire mid-air refuglling capability, deep
penetration strike pnd strategic lift trans-
port aireraft for the PLA Air Force are
also significant. Al these endeavours aim
to create a modern fighting force capable
of undertaking swift offensive aperations
in areas away ftom China’s borders.
China's ultimate jgoal is clearly to gain
“parity in economic, political and mili-
tary strength with the world’s leading
powers by the middie of the next (21st)
century.”

Beijing has oﬁen used force in the
past, although |primarily to counter
perceived threats to terriforial borders,
China's Commpmnist rulers are well
versed in the grt of realpolitik and

|

-

New Strategies For Asymmetrical Warfare To CFunter The US

understand quite well that the use of
force 1o achieve political objectives is
always a conceivable option. This vital
aspect cannot be ignored while carrving
out a threat assessment for the first few
decades of the 21st century, China’s new
strategy fpcuses on handling limited,
short duration conflicts along China’s
periphery and in economically important
maritime areas. Such concerns call for a
smailer, more versatile and mobiie
military, with a markedly improved vet
limited capability to operate beyond
China’s territorial boundaries.

India and China

A pragmatic threal assessment must
take note of “capabilities” and not of “in-
tentions” as the latter are subject to
change. China has embarked upon the
consolidation and development of her
military capabilities and this fact needs to
be vectoted into India's national security
calculations. As against an inflation and
Rupee-Dollar parity adjusted average
annual decline of more than 10 per cent
in the Indian defence budpet aver the last
10 years of the 20th century, the Chinese
defence expenditure showed a net in-
crease of 12 to 20 per cent per year over
the same period. It is also significant that
unlike India’s defence budget, which is
maintenance intensive, the sub-allotment
in China’s defence budget is fairly balan-
ced between modernisation and mainte-
nance. This is indicative of the growing
military gap between India and China.
While at present the gap is more guan-
titative rather than gualitative, unless im-
mediate steps are taken to enhance the
indian armed forces” technology base
significantly, the present gap will soon
spread fo the qualitative field as well and
will become unbridgeable.

Though mountain warfare is generally
perceived to be less technology-depen-
dent than war in the plains, India’s recent
experience during the Kargil conflict
bears witness to the force multiplier
impact of hi-tech weapons and equip-
ment even in the mountains. Though
China's military modernisation is mainly
for a hi-tech limited war against a per-
ceived threat from the west, it will have a
trickle down effect on its forces deployed
in Tibet. As long as the territorial and
boundary dispute between India and Chi-
na is not resolved amicably, a border war,
though improbable, cannot be ruled out.

Henry Kissinger has written: “China
has always dealt with foreign dangers
with extraordinary tenacity. It has sur-
vived 5,000 years of turbulent history by
making patience its weapon and time its
ally.” There is no reason to believe that
China’s behaviour in the 21st century will
be any different. China is well aware that
to achieve its grand strategy it must avoid
conflict — particularly with the US —
while it is still engaged in its military
modernisation, China knows that the
abiding lesson of history is that those who
have challenged the current hegemons
have always failed; those who have co-
operated have succeeded. There is an old
Chinese saying that a single mountain
cannot accommodate two tigers. China
will tread a cautious path in trying to
dominate the Asian mountain,

(Concluded)
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dually becoming a more modern

and professional force that is capa-
ble of dealing with diverse threats. This
transformation is being fuelled by signi-
ficant changes: in doctrine and tactics,
the introduction of sophisticated comm-
and and control systems, the gradual ac-
quisition of state-of-the-art hardware, an
enhanced training regime and steady
downsizing to improve the teeth-to-tail
ratio. Underpinning the new profession-
alism of the PLA is the doctrine of “ac-
tive defence” (jiji fangyu) and “limited
war under hi-tech conditions” (jubu
zhanzheng zai gaoji jishu tiaojian xia). As
the territorial and boundary dispute
between India and China remains unre-
solved China's military modernisation is
of more than passing interest to India.

Active defence

Since China’s ignominious incursion
into Vietnam in 1979, PLA doctrine has
evolved from Mac's “people’s war” to
“people’s war under modern conditions”,
through a “limited/ local war” phase to
the current doctrive introduced in 1993.
The new doctrine is more assertive than

The People’s Liberation Army is gra-

previously and is not bound by any restric-

tions that confine and limit planning for
future conflict to within China’s national
boundaries. Compared with China’s his-
torically reactive stance of luring the ene-
my in degp and destroying him through
strategic defence, the present doctrine is
essentially pro-active and seeks to take
the battle into enemy territory. David
Shambaugh, a US security analyst. has
written: “Rather than conducting a “peo-
ple’s war’ (a strategy to ‘lure the enemy in
deep’ into one’s own territory), the
modern PLA doctrine of ‘active defence’
calls for forward positioning, frontier
defence, engagement of the enemy at or
over the border and potential engage-
ment in conflict bevond China’s imrme-
diate periphery. Consequently, China has
had to redefine its ‘strategic frontiers’, a
commonplace term in the West, but cne
that has been adopted in China only over
the ast seven or eight vears and that for
the first time encompasses defence of
China’s air, space and sea frontiers”,
China defines “strategic frontier” as the
iiving space of a state and a nation that
contracts with the ebb and flow of
comprehensive national strength.
China's “active defence” doctrine also
calls for integrated, in-depth strikes — a
concentration of superior firepower that
is to be utilised to destroy the opponent’s
retaliatory capabilities by employing long-
range artillery, short-range ballistic
missiles and precision guided munitions.
The doctrine emphasises the effective use
of advanced equipment wielded by elite
units, with a focus on joint services
operations. The overall aim in this “limi-
ted war under hi-tech conditions” doc-
trine is to disrupt the enemy’s combat
forces and logistics but not annihilate
him, so as to bring about a negotiated end
to the conflict or dictate terms if possible.
Beijing’s limited war doctrine encom-
passes five key scenarios: military conflict
with nelghbourmg countries in a limited

Tke authoris a former Semor Fe{low at rhe
Institute for Defence Studies and Anglyses,
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region, military conflict on territorial
waters, undeclared air attack by enemy
countries, territorial defence in a limited
military operation, and, punitive offen-
sive with a minor incursion into a neigh-
bouring country. The new doctrine and
the strategy and taciics associated with it
have been mfluenced by the lessons of the
1991 Gulf War that has heen extensively
studied by Chinese military scholars. The
doctrine demands the creation of a
capability to project force across China's
through rapid deplmanl

conventiopal SRBMs and cruise missiles,
inforimation warfare. electronic warfare,
precision-guided munitions. night fight-
ing capabilities and other advanced mili-
lary technologies. The building of these
capabilities, in wru. drives procurement
and defence preduction policies, com-
mand and control structures and training.

The present doctrine represents a Chi-
nese adaptation of the US revolution in
military affairs concepts to achieve victory
by reorganising the military to exploit
rapid advances in technology. The PLA
has accepted thal modern hi-tech wars.
whether defensive or offensive, generaliy
have limited political goals and it is neces-
sary to achieve political objectives as
quickly as possible and with the minimum
possible casualiics,

New technologies

As per a White Paper on China's
National Defence in 2000, issued by the
State Council in Beijing. China 1 engaged
in developing a “revolutionised, moder-
nised and regularised people’s army with
Chinese characteristics. It is endeavour-
ing to transform its armed forces from
numerically superior o a qualitativelv su-
perior type and from a manpower-in-
tensive to a technology-intensive type, as
well as ta tram high-guality personnel and
improve the modernisauon of weaponry
in order to comprehensively enhance the
armed forces combat effecriveness.”

The Guif War of 1991 had brought
about a rude awakening as China realised
that there was a wide gup between its

technological capabilities aﬁd those of the
West. In August 1991, President Jiang
Zemin said, “The Gulf War let us further
realise the importance of technology in a
modern war. Although we believe that
the decisive factor in winning a war is

out * human powe ", the
pl'inners were forced to

war” groove and that it would be quickly
out-gunned. our-manoeukred and hope-
lessly upstaged electronidaliy if it were to
fuce a modern army — or air force and
navy. for that matter. $mce then, the
Chinese defence budget has witnessed a
double-digit rate of growth. After an
extensive review of regipnal wars since
the 1980s. the PLA leaddrship concluded
that new means of fireppwer are impor-
tant factors in determining the outcome
of modern military operations, the degree
of jointmanship and overall coordination
between the different branches of the ar-
med forces has to be substantially increas-
ed, hence, highly advanced all-round skil-
Is need to be developed jin military units,
and, hi-tech wars generally tend to have
specific political goals, hence, there is a
need for high quality military comman-
ders and subordinate pefsonnel.

The PLA leadership! also concluded
that a hi-tech war requirg;s a more coordi-
nated effort by way of] reconnaissance,
imelligence command and control,
communications, weappn systems and
logistics. Though the basic prmmples of
war ¢o not change in 4 hi-tech war, its
cffective execution reguires speed and

maobility, the ability to carry out a decisive
first strike and a highly efficient com-
mand system. To make: up its perceived
deficiencies, the PLA decided to focus on
developing new techndlogies in micro-
electronics, computers, gxplosives, nucle-
ar weapons and space technologies. Oth-
er defence expenditure priorities include
orgamsatlonal restructyring; command,
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control, communications, computers, in-
lelligence, surveillance and reconnais-
sance {C4ISR) system; training and
readiness; logistics infrastructure; doctri-
ne and tactics and weapon systems up-
grades. Al least since 1979, when China
launched its four modernisations, C4!
modernisation and auiomation have been
top priorities. The present command and
control infrastructure is capable of sup-
porting only static command posts within
China’s borders and that too only for
peacetime operations. It lacks the resi-
lience that is necessary for active military
operations against a modern military
machine. A capability to handle complex
joint operations is still beyond China’s
means as it lacks the infrastructure neces-
sary 10 do s0 as well as the organisational
and joint staffing structure and high
standards of training.

Communications

In October 1998, the Beijing Military
Region reportedly used a “military infor-
mation superhighway” for the first time
during & joint training exercise. It was
described as an information network sub-
system of the “campaign training {com-
mand) automation system”. The PLA's
Liberation Army daily reported that the
Lanzhou MR military leaders made use
of video tele-conferencing during a com-
mand post exercise in 1997, In the same
vear, China conducted its first ever logis-
tics support exercise using a computer
network, The exercise involved [30 com-
puters and linked 22 separate divisions
thousands of kilometres apart. The
Second Artillery. China’s elite nuclear
force, has recently acquired a digital
miCrowave comnunications system that
provides all-weather encrypted communi-
cations capability up to the missile
launchers.

Though a celiular telephone facility has
net yet become common in the PLA
Army, a project to establish dedicated
military cellular systems for the PLA is
underway and this mode of communi-
cations could soon become a significant
element in the PLAs command and con-
trol structure. Most of China’s military
communications networks are in the
process of being upgraded using off-the-
shelf, commercially available techno-
logies. Countries of the European Union,
Japan and Israc]l compete to sell tele-
communications technoelogy, hardware
and related software to China,

The Gulf War and the air campaign in
Kosovo brought home 1o the Chinese the
immense importance of ground-based air
defence capabilities. China has recently
acquired several regiments of long-range
air defence missiles from Russia to fill
existing operational gaps. Another area
being earnestly addressed is the lack of
any real capability for defence against
cruise missiles and theatre ballistic mis-
siles. The newly developed CSA-5 and the
Hong Qi-7 (HQ-7) air defence systems
have a limited capability against cruise
missiles. Follow-on systems with an
improved capability to counter cruise
missiles are under development. One of
these is the HQ-9 SAM that is modelled
on the US Patriot. The HQ-16 is a Sino-
Russian joimt project that possibly
involves SA-11 technology.

{To be concludzd)
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