A free press

L .

By K.K. Katyal -‘4 9 - ewspapers or i ﬁot harsh with

Adam Michnik digs into tan-
doori chicken at Warsaw’s Indi-
an food restaurant,  Maharaja,
as he acquaints us, in reply to
queries, with the state of the
press in Poland. As Editor-in-
Chief of the country’s biggest
daily, Gazeta Wyborcza, he ap-
pears to enjoy his role, practis-
ing what he had agitated for
during the erstwhile Communi-
st regime — freedom of expres-
sion. Informal, free in manner,
he exudes great charm.

What was journalism like in
the old days? Holding the chick-
en leg aside, he bursts into
laughter, allowing himself a
one-liner: “It was prison jour-
nalism.” This, obviously, was a
reference to his plight when he,
as a leader of democratic oppo-
sition, wrote for “underground”
broadsheets. The freedom of
press is guaranteed now by the
Constitution and newspapers
are no longer the loudspeakers
of the Government of the day, it
is stated.

This does not mean, we are
told, that the ruling establish-
ment does not try to influence

hose, which date to publish in-
convenient reports. Citing the
experience of his own newspa-
per, he recounts how a Minister
got annoyed when it carried de-
tails of irregularities in the con-
struction of his house. “We are
strong enough to resist any
pressure,” Mr. Michnik adds.
But this may not be the case
with  smaller publications,
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which are penalised in various
ways, notably denial of official
advertisements.

Did they try this weapon on
his newspaper? “They would
have been the losers. They can-
not withhold advertisements to
us if they have to reach out to
the large number of our readers.
In any case, we can take such
pressures in our stride.”

He does not take a grim view
of foreign investment in Po-
land’s print media, which is a
rule rather than an exception.
This, in his view, does not mean
external influences on the
country’s politics. We cite the

T H!NDL"

case of Poland’s second biggest
newspaper, Rzeczpospolita, in
which a party from Norway has
51 per cent share and the Gov-
ernment 49 per cent. “What in-
terest has Norway in the
domestic politics of Poland,” he
asks. “What if the foreign inves-
tor had been from Germany,”
we ask. He laughs, saying: “That
would have been a different
story.”

Mr. Michnik, along with two
senior members of his editorial
staff, tells us what is of major
interest to the media here —
European affairs. But they
evince a keen interest in the af-
fairs of South Asia, and seek to
update themselves. They show
a clear preference for India, a
democracy, as against Pakistan,
governed by a military ruler.

According to figures available
from various sources, Gazeta,
now with a circulation of
6,00,000, was launched in 1989
on the wave of changes that led
to the country’s first party-free
elections. The paper’s name
means “the elections newspa-
per”. Mr. Michnik seeks to rec-
oncile post-Communist and
post-Solidarity movements. It is
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part of a domestic media hold-
ing, Agora, which has a 10 per
cent stake by foreigners.

The country’s second biggest
daily, Rzeczpospolita (circula-
tion: 3,00,000) is regarded mod-
erate, reliable and influential
because of its target groups:
managers, businessmen, law-
yers, etc. Then there are two
popular weekly magazines, the
centre-oriented Wprost and the
left-leaning Polityka.

The Editor-in-Chief of Polity-
ka, Jerzy Baczynski, has this to
say: “Poland does have a free
media and free press. There are
no great doubts on this issue.
However, particular publica-
tions are entangled in different
sorts of relationships and politi-
cal and business interdepend-
encies, which make them
subordinate media.” This has
led a commentator to offer the
following recipe: “If a Polish ci-
tizen has to have a full picture of
what is going on in the country,
he or she should regularly con-
sult several different press titles.
This is the only way readers can
have a relatively objective pic-
ture of Poland today.”

(Concluded)
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Opposition sweeps to power in Macedoma

SKOPJE (MACEDONIA), SEPT. 16.
Opposition parties swept Mace-
donia’s ruling coalition from
power in the first elections since
an armed rebellion, throwing a
new chailenge to a country still
bitterly divided and rocked by
ethnic tensions.

Voters weary of ethnic vio-
lence took out their frustrations
on the current Government,
which became enmeshed in last
year's ethnic Albanian insur-
gency.

The State Electoral Commis-
sion was still counting votes on
Monday, but the results were
clear: a new government of lib-
eral, moderate Macedonians
and ethnic Albanians who ral-
lied around a charismatic for-

mer rebel leader.

" The Natjonalist Prime Minis-
ter, Ljubco Georgievski, con-
ceded defeat early on Monday
for his governing party, known
as VMRO, after voters in Sun-
day’s parliamentary elections
favoured the Opposition To-
gether for Macedonia coalition
led by the former communist,
Branko Crvenkovski. “It is fully

clear that we m‘;l‘l‘got’be able to
form a new goverfiment, and we

A DECISIVE ELECTION: The leader of the moderate Social
Democratic Union (SDSM), Branko Crvenkovski, celebrating
his victory in the parliamentary elections, in Skopje,
Macedonia, on Monday. — AFP

are congratulating the winner,”
Mr. Georgievski said. He called
the vote “the most democratic
election in the history of Mace-
donia.”

Mr. Georgievski’s concession
came just hours after the leader
of the Democratic Party of Alba-
nians, the junior partner in the
governing coalition, also ac-
knowledged defeat to a new
party headed by a popular for-
mer rebel leader.

Arben Xhaferi, leader of the

ruling Democratic Party of Al-
banians, conceded the election
late on Sunday to the former re-
bel leader Ali Ahmeti, whose
Union for Democratic Integra-
tion claimed a landslide win.
“We will cooperate with Ah-

meti’s party and work for the Al- -

banian cause,” Mr. Xhaferi said.

The first unofficial results
were not expected until later
Monday, but jubilant support-
ers fired guns into the air over-
night in Skopije, the capital, and

in r.\ Ahmeti’s power base
near \the northwestern city of
Tetovo.

Ethnic Albanians praised Mr.
Ahmeti for helping to lead last
year’s six-month guerilla upris-
ing, an effort to win greater
rights for the minority, which
accounts for about a third of
Macedonia’s 2.2 million people.

Mr. Ahmeti, who now advo-
cates ethnic reconciliation, en-
joys almost hero status among
many ethnic Albanians, though
Macedonians consider him a
terrorist and the authorities
have issued a warrant for his ar-

rest. Mr. Georgievski's party was |
ousted amid widespread voter :

government
and

discontent ! M{a

perceived ..corrupt
mdxfferent’.

isien said the turn-

&0 per cent, the
strongest ip 20 years.

In his:wictory speech, Mr.
Crvenkovski thanked the voters,
calling them “wise pegple who
knew to choose w ould rule
the country frgaf now on.”

“We provéd that Macedoma
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<o WPoll peaceful

BUJANOVAC (YUGOSLAVIA), JULY 289.
Serbs and ethnic Albanians in a
tense region bordering Kosovo
province passed a key test for
ethnic reconciliation by peace-
fully electing power-sharing lo-
cal governments, international
observers said on Monday.

No violence — except for a
minor scuffle between rival
groups of ethnic Albanian vot-
ers at one polling station —
was reported in Sunday’s vot-
ing, which took place under the
watchful eyes of international
monitors and Serbian police.

“The elections were general-
ly in line with international
standards,” said head of a mis-
sion overseeing the vote for the
Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe. -

-

Stefano Sannino, the OSCE’s |
chief in Belgrade, called the !
elections a “fresh start on the
road to multiethnicity” and '’
urged ‘“‘wise political leader-
ship” from local officials.

Although the average turnout
— set at about 55 per cent of
the 75,000 voters in three mu-
nicipalities electing mayors and
council deputies — was less
than expected, just holding the
elections was an improvement
from last year’s gun battles that
left dozens kilied on both sides.

The area, part of Serbia lo-
cated 280 km southeast of the
capital, Belgrade, has a popula-
101 of about 100,000. Serbia is
the larger of the two republics
that comprise Yugoslavia. — AP

s
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‘Spain pulls out, denies islet

REUTERS
BRUSSELS, JULY 22

SPAIN on Monday denied sug-
gestions that US involvement in de-
fusing its row with Morocco had ex-
posed the weakness of European
Uniondiplomacy. -

US Secretary of State Colin Pow-

ell helped to broker a deal over the ~ |

weekend between EU member
Spain and its North African neigh-
bour Morocco which allowed
Madrid to withdraw troops it had
sent to the tiny disputed islet of Perejil

‘Washington’s intervention came
after the EU failed to grant Spain its
full support in the dispute. France,
Morocco’s former colonial power,
had been particularly annoyed by
Spain’s decision to oust Moroccan
troops from the islet by force.

“Thig (US involvement) is not a
sign of (European) weakness. It is
real politics, practical politics,” Span-
ish Secretary of State Ramon de
Migueltold reporters as he arrived in
Brussels for ameeting of EU foreign
ministers.

He said Morocco had requested

Moroccans hold banners and shout anti-Spanish slogans ona ell!l‘

row exposé”s%U weakness
sy S ‘
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next to the disputed Islet of Perejll on Monday. Reuters photo

the involvement of the US, an ally of
both countries. Diplomats said Mo-
rocco did riot see the EU as an honest
broker because Spain is amember.
“The US acted as facilitator, it
was the wish of Morocco. The Amer-
icans gave the guarantees that Mo-
rocco needed and that is why we
reached an accord,” said Miguel.
Asked whether France had
shown enough solidarity with Spain

in the dispute, he said: “Yes, I think
they and all our partners have shown
solidarity.”

Miguel was standing in for
Spain’s new Foreign Minister, Ana
Palacio, who travelled to Rabat in-
stead of to Brussels on Monday to
hold talks with her Moroccan
counterpart Mohamed Benaissa
on the islet and other pressing bi-
lateral problems. /




Ggeek terror suspect seeks
4 to address the nation,y

(7
JOHN CARR AND
DANIEL MCGRORY
THE TIMES, LONDON

ATHENS, July 20. - A wispy-
haired, softly spoken ac-
ademic was charged yester-
day with being the terrorist
mastermind who for nearly
three decades ran Greece'’s no-
torious 17 November group.

Just before Alexander Giot-
opoulos, 58, appeared in an
Athens court wearing a bull-
et-proof vest he had deman-
ded to make a televised add-
ress to the Greek people.

The economics professor
insisted on cxplaining his
group’s ideological motives for
murdering 23 people in 27
vears, adding that he also wa-
nted to outline his vision for a
classless society. When police
refused, he said that he would
not answer any further ques-
tions and declared himself a
political prisoner.

Streets were sealed by scor-
es of armed police as the pro-
fessor appeared in the dock
alongside two more of 17 No-
vember’s hit men. Police said
they had arrested Marie Th-
erese Peynaud, 48, the pro-
fessor’s French-born wife, w-
ho is seriously ill with cancer.

Officers are confident that
they do not need Professor Gi-
otopoulos to confess because
they have his fingerprints on
murder weapons found in one
of the group’s safe houses. In
raids on his flat in the Athens
suburb of Vyrona police say
they found a typewriter that
the professor used to issue his
claims of responsibility for bo-

‘mbings and killings. They al-

so took computer disks and fi-
nancial records that could in-
criminate those who funded
the organisation.

Six men have confessed to
their roles in 17 November,
the latest being Vassilis Tzo-

WST' .T “!n

rtzatos,

48, an electri 131'1,\/

who admitted to participati- |
ng in 17 murders, and Theol- !
ogos Psaradelis, 55, a retired

printer, who took part in ar-

med robberies and shootings.
Police say they are hunting !
for the group’s chief of oper- :

ations, Dimitris Koufodinas,
44, a beekeeper. They have
not yet named the second
man in the murder team th-
at killed Brigadier Stephen
Saunders, the British defen-
ce attache. Vassilis Xiros,

30, one of three brothers, has |

confessed to taking part in
that ambush in June 2000.
Panagiotis Angelopoulos,
the prosecutor, described the
professor as the “ideological

leader” of 17 November and

charged him with premedit-

ated murder for his alleged !

participation in 11 killings
carried out by the gang since
1984, including the murder
of Brigadier Saunders.
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PARIS, JULY 19. Morocco has announced it
will not send troops back to the rocky out-
crop of Perejil-Persil Island that Moroccans
call Leila (night), if Spain withdraws the sol-
diers it deployed there on Wednesday.

' “I have already made my promise and I
repeat: Morocco does not intend to go back
to the island once Spanish troops leave it,”
Morocco’s Foreign Minister, Mohammed
Benaissa, said in a radio interview.

The Minister’s remarks on Friday, prior
to a visit to Paris to meet French officials, is
likely to defuse heightened tensions be-
tween Spain and Morocco over a disputed,
uninhabited island in Moroccan territorial
waters that was occupied by Morocco last
week and then taken over by the Spanish
military. The Minister is to hold a press
conference in Paris before leaving for Brus-
sels in order to pitch his country’s case to

By Vaiju Naravane g \NNJ\\} the Eurotiz?n’Ur!ig. DNY

.

On Thursday, the Minister hgd called on
Spanish Prime Minister, Jose Maria Aznar,
to withdraw Spanish troops not only from
the tiny rocky outcrop (less than half a mile
in length) but from the Spanish enclaves of
Ceuta and Mellilla on Morocco’s Mediterra-
nean coast.

Spain tried to ease the situation on
Thursday with Mr. Aznar saying Madrid did
not wish for tension with its southern
neighbour, but warned that Spain would
not accept a Moroccan fait accompli. “We
want to return to the pre-July 11 status
quo,” he said. Spain contends that by mu-
tual agreement, the island was to remain
uninhabited. Morocco, which claims sover-
eignty on this island and other enclaves and
islets held by Spain, says the final status was
never clarified when Spain’s protectorate
ended in 1956.

Although these latest developments are

“Morocco sends bface overtures to Spain

likely to calm stormy seas, the problem re-
mains unresolved with the possibility of
more friction further down the line. Spain
and Morocco have clashed over illegal im-
migration, fishing rights and the disputed
territory of the Western Sahara, annexed by
Morocco after the Spanish left Morocco.
Last October, Rabat recalled its ambassador
from Madrid and he has not been sent
back.

The present row is causing tensions with-
in the European Union, which went back
on its initial reaction of unconditional sup-
port to Spain, and on Thursday called for a
dialogue. Morocco has made it clear it does
not intend to allow the matter to rest there.
Spain is in a delicate position. Its demand
for sovereignty over Gibraltar is inconsis-
tent with its refusal to concede sovereignty
over the enclaves of Ceuta, Melilla, Perejil
and other islands or even share it with
Morocco.

XAE WINDY



ULSTER / UNIONISTS DISMISSIVE OF REPUBLICAN GESTURE

\‘“

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JULY 17. In a dramatic
move, widely noted for its huge
symbolic significance, the Irish
Republican Army (IRA) has pub-
licly apologised to the victims of
its over 30-year bloody cam-
paign and reaffirmed its “com-
mitment” to the Northern
Ireland peace process.

The IRA, in a statement, said it
offered “sincere apologies and
condolences” to the families of
non-combatants killed or in-
jured in violence. Referring to
Bloody Friday, it said: “It is...ap-
propriate on the anniversary of
this tragic event that we address
all of the deaths and injuries of
non-combatants caused by us.
We offer our sincere apologies
and condolences to their fam-
ilies.” The IRA, it said, was “to-
tally committed to the peace
process and to dealing with the
challenges and difficulties
which this presents.”

The apology, regarded as an
unprecedented gesture from an
organisation which has consis-
tently refused to repudiate its
actions, came ahead of the 30th
anniversary of Bloody Friday
when nine persons were killed
in a series of bomb blasts in Bel-

9\1\

IRA com
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A file photo of policemen standing in the rubble after a car-
bomb ripped through the market town of Omagh in Northern
Ireland, killing over 20 people on Aug. 15, 1998.

fast on July 21,1972, marking a
new phase in republican vio-
lence.

But Unionists dismissed it as
a tactical move saying it was in-
tended to fend off pressure on
the IRA following allegations
that the paramilitary group had
been secretly re-arming itself
despite its commitment to give
up weapons. In recent weeks,
the IRA has attracted a lot of flak
for its alleged involvement in re-
newed violence, and hard line

Unionists are demanding that
its political arm, Sinn Fein,
should be expelied from North-
ern Ireland’s coalition govern-
ment for its failure to rein in the
IRA.

Unionist leaders said it was
significant that the apology
came a week before the Prime
Minister, Tony Blair’s widely an-

ticipated statement on IRA ac-

tivities. The Ulster Unionist
Party (UUP) leader and head of
the Northern Ireland Executive,

B o

David Trimble, cautioned Mr.
Blair not to allow himself to be |
deflected by the IRA's announ- |
cement. “It is quite significant
that this statement says nothing |
at all about the recent violence
that the IRA has been involved
in, nothing about what their fu-
ture conduct is going to be. Con-
sequently, this statement does
not absoive the Prime Minister
from the need for him to make
clear what the Government will
do in the event of breaches (of
the ceasefire agreed under Good
Friday Areement) by the repub-
lican movement,” he said.

The British and Irish Govern- |
ments, which have been wor
inghard to avert a collapse of’
peace process, welcomed the
IRA’s gesture describing it as a
significant attempt by republi-
cans to get over the past. Both
London and Dublin were re-
ported to have been pleasantly
surprised by the IRA’s announ-
cement which came Dbarely
hours after Mr. Blair told a par-
liamentary committee that the
IRA had “never been further 3
away from the resumption of vi- \
olence”. The apology also went |
down well with families of vic- |
tims though they said it meant ]
nothing in real terms.

itted’ to peace process
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UN mission
in Bosnia
extended

g @M\" /

UNHQ, July 4. — Averting a shutdown of its peacekeeping exercise
in Bosnia, the UN Security {Council has extended the police-training
mission by another 12 days to resolve the contentious dispute
caused by a US veto. Had the extension, the second in four days
been not granted, the mission would have been shut down at mid:
night last night though the EU was reportedly making contingency
plans to take it over immediately.

Faced with strong opposition from European allies to its propos:
al that its peacekeepers be exempted from the jurisdiction of the
new International Criminal Court, the USA yesterday allowed ex-
tension of the UN mission in Bosnia till 15 July to give diplomats
time to work out a compromise. It had vetoed a resolution on Sun-
day to extend the Bosnian mission for another six months by which
time a European Union force was expected to take over. The Amer-
ican demand stems from its fear that its peacekeepers might be sub-
ject to politically motivated and frivolous prosecution by the court.

The American decision to allow the 12-day extension came after
the UN Secretary-General, Mr Kofi Annan, in a blunt letter to the
US Secretary of State, Gen Colin Powell, warned that the whole sys-
tem of UN peacekeeping operations was being put at risk.

No peacekeeper in the UN history, he said, had anywhere been
accused of the crimes against humanity which the court would try.
“The issue that the USA is raising in the council is, therefore, high-
ly improbable,” he said. The USA on Tuesday proposed a compro-
mise to avoid halting the world body’s operation in Bosnia while
keeping American personnel from being prosecuted by the Interna-
tional Criminal Court.

Its ambassador to the UN, Mr John Negroponte, said no one had
really “slammed door shut on our proposals and it was on his basis
that we should allow the opportunity for these discussions to contin-
ue next week.” The American proposal that the peacekeepers be ex-
empted from the jurisdiction of the court for 12 months and after
that, they could be prosecuted only if the council agreed to that did
not find favour with the members.

Diplomats said at least 10 of the 15 council members strongly op-
posed the proposal which would have required a minimum of nine
votes to be adopted. One report said that among the supporters was
China. The USA, along with Britain, Russia, France and China, has
veto in the council and hence its effect would have been same as the
original American demand that its peacekeepers be exempted from
the jurisdiction.

Mandates of four other peacekeeping missions are up for renew-
al later this month and diplomats said it would be better to sort out
the issue right in the beginning so that ofhers are not affected. Six
members of the council have ratified/fhe treaty establishing the
court and six others have signed.
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BELGRADE, MAY 9. A Belgrade
court issued arrest warrants on
Thursday for 17 top Serb war
crimes suspects, including the
former Bosnian Serb leader, Ra-
- dovan Karadzic, and his war-
time commander, Ratko Mladic

But the warrants issued may
not result in the suspects’ im-
mediate arrests and extraditions

to the U.N. War Crimes Tribunal

in The Hague, Netherlands. Yu-

goslav authorities. say they do |

not know the whereabouts o
Mr. Mladic, Mr. Karadzic and
several other suspects wanted
by the Tribunal, said the chief
investigative judge of Belgrade’s
district court, Branislav Todic.
Mr. Karadzic and Mr. Mladic
— the world’s most-wanted war
crimes fugitives — have been
indicted by The Hdgue for geno-
cide during the three-year mil-

itary siege and shelling of §

Sarajevo, and for the 1995 mas-

sacre of about 8,000 Muslim §

men and boys in Srebrenica
Bosnia.

The U.S. Ambassador-at-
Large for war crimes, Pierre-Ri-
chard Prosper, was recently
quoted by Belgrade media as
saying that Yugoslavia must ar-
rest Mr. Mladic and Mr. Karad-
zic and extradite them to The
Hague before the U.S. Congress
would approve millions of dol-
lars in aid to the economically
troubled Balkan country. The
aid could also be granted if Yu-
goslav authorities were to pro-
vide evidence that the two
fugitives were not hiding in Ser-

~ Warrants issued for
& dorim

es suspects ©
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A man looks at the posters of Bosnlan-Serb war time leader,
Radovan Karadzic (right) and his military commander, Ratko
Miadic, wanted by U.S., in Sarajevo in this January flle photo.

bia or Montenegro, the two re-
publics that form Yugoslavia, he
added.

His comments have angered
Serbian authorities' who advo-
cate cooperation with the U.N.
court.

The Serbian Prime Minister,

Zoran Djindjic, has said that Mr.

Mladic and Mr. Karadzic are not
in Yugoslavia and are probably
hiding in the Serb controlled

" part of neighbouring Bosnia.

“Those -who claim Karadzic
and Mladic are in. Yugoslavia
should give us that proof, and
not demand that we do it,” Mr.
Djindjic said. — AP
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THE HAGUE, MAY 3. Tqday the
Kosovo President, Ibyahim
Rugova, confronted his former
foe, the former Yugoslav
President, Slobodan Milosevic,
telling a U.N. war crimes court
that Mr. Milosevic unleashed a
wave of violence in Kosovo in
the 1990s in a bid to snuff-out
calls for independence.

“Belgrade clearly decided to
destroy Kosovo through
violence and war,” said Mr.
Rugova, an academic who led
a campaign of passive
resistance by Kosovo’s
Albanian majority against
Milosevic’s rule in the 1990s.

Mr. Milosevic, on trial since
February on charges of
genocide and crimes against
humanity in Croatia, Bosnia
and Kosovo in the last decade,
yawned and looked bored as
his former adversary testified
against him.

The last time these two
came face-to-face was in a
filmed meeting stage-managed
by Mr. Milosevic during
NATO'’s 1999 bombing
campaign against Yugoslavia,
wherein MrARugova
denounged NATO’s air

v Belgrade wanted to destroy
Kosovo, says Rugova 6o

The Kosovo ethnic Albanian leader, Ibrahim Rugova (right),
is seen with the then Yugoslav President,
Slobodan Milosevic, in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, In this
April 1, 1999, flle photo.

campaign. Mr. Rugova fled
abroad soon after the meeting,
which was widely seen as a
propaganda coup for the
President.

Mr. Milosevic, who is
conducting his own vigorous
defence, is expected to cross-
examine Mr. Rugova on

Monday in a showdown
harking back to their crisis
meetings in the late 1990s.
The accused leaned back
nonchalantly in his chair when
Mr. Rugova told the court that
Mr. Milosevic had justified a
Serb crackdown in the
province at a meeting with
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him in 1998 by brandmg a
separatist campalgn in the
province as “terrorism”. “We
said that the situation in
Kosovo was bad, that there
was violence and repression
and he justified it saying that
the state must respond and
these were terrorists,” Mr.
Rugova said.

Mr. Milosevic, who was in
power for 13 years in Belgrade,

has blamed the West for
fanning the flames of dissent
in Kosovo and has accused it
of supporting a separatist
guerilla campaign by the
Kosovo Liberation Army.

To convict Mr. Milosevic,
prosecutors must prove not
only that atrocities against
ethnic Albanians took place,
but also that he knew about
them or should have known
about them.

Any evidence that Mr.
Rugova can provide about
information he passed on to
Mr. Milosevic, or how involy
the ex-President was in
security forces’ chain
command, could h
that case. — Reujérs

make



“Dutch govt resign

id Press

THE HAGUE, April 16. — The
Dutch government collapsed
today under the pressure of a
report that held it partly to
blame for the 1995 fall of Sre-
brenica, where thousands of

Bosnian Muslims under Dutch July 11-14, 1995

protection were massacred by
Serb forces.
The Prime Minister, Mr Wim

Kok, announced the resignation-

after a crisis.meeting of his 15-
member Cabinet on the réport
issued last week by the respected
Netherlands Institute for War
Documentation.

“We are goimg to visit the

nation of the ministers and jun-
ior ministers,” Mr Kok said, in a
brief statement.

Within minutes, Mr Kok drove
to Huis ten Bosch to formally de-
liver the resignation letter to
Queen Beatrix..

There was no immediate an-
nouncement from the royal pal-
ace that it had been accepted. Mr
Kok was due to address parlia-
ment later today.

Parliament was not due to dis-
cuss the report until 25 April and
the government has only had five
days to review its 7,600 pages.

The government will continue
to function as a caretaker until a
1ew Cabinet is formed, probably

»is summer, but it will not have

¢

the power to initiate legislation.
With elections previously sch-
eduled for 15 May , the only ma-
jor issue on the agenda was a de-
cision on whether The Nether-

S

ove

714
ister in 1995} to'face the conse-

quences for Dutch failures in
Srebrenica. v

“This decision by this Cabinet
was unavoidable,” said defence

1  found

Queen. I will offer her the resig- [

»
.
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Mass graves fisted in
the ICTY indictments
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The Srebrenica massacre
givillans fled Serb forces
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lands would participate in the de-
velopment of the Joint Strike
Fighter, a project led by the USA.
In the past week, the Srebreni-
ca report emerged as a focus of
¢lection campaigning.
Opposition leaders had cailed
o1 Mr Kok, who was Prime Min-

L BN /

A
minister Mr Frank de Grave.

Mr Ad Melkert, Mr Kok’s des-
ignated successor in the Labour
Party and candidate for: Prime
Minister, said he could “imagine
that this report weighed so heav-
ily on the Cabinet and the minis-
ters that they had to accept the

g STATESHA®
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consequences.”

The report, vhich took nearly
six yeus to research, harshly
criticised the government for
sending Dutch soldiers into a
danger one without a clear man-
date or he weapons needed to
defend tte area.

It also lamed the United Na-
tions for claring a “safe zone”
in the Srebenica enclave without
defining wiat that meant or clear

- instructionsto the Dutch battal-

ion in charg of the zone.

In July 19%, up to 30,000 Mus-
lims sought helter in the Dutch
‘military base vhen Serb forces at-

y tacked #nd sezed control of the
~ enclave, in on: of the last major

offensives of tie 1992-1995 Bos-

nia war. Abou 7,500 Muslims

were executed ia a week.
Initially, Dutth troops came

- under ‘a storm of criticism for

urrendering the  Muslim
refugees to the Serbs without re-
istanice. But the report last week

. shared the blame more evenly

among the commarnders, the gov-
ernment and the UN.

After the report was released
last Wednesday, environment
minister Mr Jan Pronk and Mr
de Grave, who became defence
minister after Srebrenica, said
they might quit in a gesture of
ministerial responsibility.

The threat apparently was
enough to cause the"collapse of
the entire ment._~
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E HAGUE, FEB. 20. In a first vic-
tory for the former Yugoslav
strongman, Slobodan Milosev-
ic, the U.N. War Crimes Tribu-
nal excluded testimony on
Wednesday from the prosecu-
tion’s senior investigator, say-
ing it was based on inadmissible
hearsay. But in a personal set-
back, Mr. Milosevic complained
the Dutch government denied
hiswife a visa for a weekend vis-
if, and he asked the three tribu-

nal judges to intérvene.rzé "&l/

Kevin Curtis, the prosgcti-
tion’s chief war crimes invgsti-
gator for Kosovo, was dué to
testify about “the killing sites”
{ where thousands of Kosovo Al-

banians were allegedly mur-
dered by Serb forces during the
1999 war in the province.

But the judges ruled his testi-
mony would be irrelevant, since
he was repeating stories he had
heard from others. Mr. Milosev-
ic chided the prosecution for
preparing what he said were
hundreds more such state-
ments.

“You will probably get down
to the prosecutor’s driver or a
hairdresser,” he said, before
presiding judge Richard May
cut him short: Mr. Milosevic, we
are with you. We are going to
exclude it.”

Mr. Curtis and Stephen Spar-
go, the prosecution's intelli-
gence analyst, were summoned
as witnesses to outline Mr. Mi-
| losevic’s alleged plan to ethni-

| cally ,cleanse Kosovo of its
| mgjbrity ethnic Albanign pop-
| }t.k)%)— AP
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x-YugoslaV President, Albanian leader in tense showdown

Mllosev1c

FROMANDREW ROCHE 6

The Hague, Feb. 19 (Reuters):
Slobodan Milosevic aggressively
challenged the first of many wit-
nesses in his war crimes trial
today, an ageing Communist who
accused him of destroying Yu-
goslavia and killing children.

The former Yugoslav leader
locked horns with Kosovo Al-
banian Mahmut Bakalli in a
four-hour cross-examination on
the sixth day of Europe’s biggest
war crimes trial since World War
Two.

. Presiding judge Richard May
intervened repeatedly during
their acrimonious digressions
into tangled Yugoslav politics, to
insist they stuck to the evidence
in a case expected to hear hun-
dreds more witnesses and which
might last years.

Milosevic challenged
Bakalli’s account of ‘a Serbian
campaign to impose “apartheid”
on Kosovo’s Albanian majority
in the 1990s. Prosecutors say this
was a prelude to “ethnic cleans-
ing” by Milosevic’s forces in the
southern Serbian province in
1999. Bakalli, a former top Koso-
vo Communist party official who
took part in talks to defuse ten-
sion after clashes between Serb
security forces and ethnic Al-

court Qrawl

Former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic (left) and
Albanian politician Mahmut Bakalli. (AFP)

banian guerrillas in 1998, ac-
cused Milosevic of destroying
Yugoslavia’s ethnic harmony.
“You ruined every idea for
such a Yugoslav future,” the
gravelly voiced, bespectacled ac-
ademic told the International
Criminal Tribunal for Former
Yugoslavia (ICTY). “You, Mr
Milosevic, destroyed Yugoslavia
with pleasure by war.”
Milosevic is accused
of“‘crimes against humanity” in
Kosovo — murders, persecution
and the deportation of 800,000
Albanians from January to June
1999. After Nato bombing, Serb

forces withdrew and the United

Nations has since run the
province,

In his dogged questlonmg of
Bakalli, Milosevic in turn ac-
cused Nato, the West and the
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA)
of driving out some 360,000
Serbs, Roma and other minori-
ties from the mainly ethnic Al-
banian province since 1999.

Bakalli said Milosevic’s esti-
mate was an exaggeration but
acknowledged many Serbs had
fled Kosovo fearing revenge at-

"tacks by Albanians angry at.

years of ‘Serb repression. Inter-

national bodies say around
230,000 non-Albanians have left.

Milosevic, who studied law at
Belgrade University and is con-
ducting his own defence with the
help of legal advisers, fired
dozens of brisk questions at
Bakalli.

“Could you explain to us
what apartheid means?” Milose-
vic asked Bakalli after the Koso-
vo Albanian used the word on
Monday. “You are under solemn
declaration here, Mr Bakalli,” he
added. “You don’'t need to remind
me of that,” Bakalli replied.

“You took away our right to
autonomous government,”
Bakalli said. “You took away our
right to have our own police
force. You took away our right to
have our own education.”

Milosevic appeared to relish
his inquisitorial role, leaning
back nonchalantly in his chair
as he challenged the witness re-
peatedly. Only his fast-tapping
foot seemed to betray tension.

. Presiding judge May showed
growing impatience with the
wrangling. “I think we arg mov-
ing away somewhat from the
subject at this time,” he told
Milosevic.

“We will not get on if we hav ‘
these very long answers,” n
turn told Bakalli.
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By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS FEB 12. On Tuesday morn-
ing, the historic trial of former
Yugoslav leader opened at the
International Criminal Tribunal
on the former Yugoslavia at The
Hague. Switzerland’s Carla del
Ponte, Chief Prosecutor, held
him personally responsible. for
unleashing three bloody wars in
the Balkans that that tore Yu-
goslavia apart and claimed
thousands of lives between 1991
and 1999.

“An excellent tactician, me-
diocre strategist. Slobodan Mi-
losevic did nothing but pursue
his ambition at the price of un-
speakable suffering inflicted on
those who opposed him or rep-
resented a threat to his personal
quest for power.

No state organisation is on
trial here today. The accused is
brought before you to answer
for his own actions and for his
personal involvement in the
crimes alleged against him, ”
she said

Throughout her requisition,
Mrs. del Ponte stared the former
Yugoslav leader straight in the
eye. During the entire proceed-
ings, Mr. Milosevic wore a
sphinx-like mask that he al-
lowed to slip occasionally, to ex-
press disgust, disdain and
contempt.

Milosevie ‘re
S ‘Kj{er:ocide

sponsible’ for

Srebrenica survivors watch a live broadcast of the start of

the trial of the former Yugoslav President, Siobodan
Milosevic, on Tuesday. Mr. Milosevic Is accused of
genocide in Bosnla including the massacre of over 7,000
Muslims from Srebrenica in 1995. — AFP

The first head of state to ap-
pear before an international
court for war crimes and crimes
against humanity, Mr. Milosevic
remained impassive as the
charges against him were read
out.

These include acts commit-
ted in the three balkan wars, of
Bosnia, Croatia and Kosovo and
cover ethnic cleansing, torture,
war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

Prosecutors arrived at the
court with video footage and
transcripts of phone intercep-
tions. But these are unlikely to
be admitted as legal evidence

and they will have to rely heavi-
ly on the testimony of several
people who worked closely with
the former Yugoslav strongman.

The court has reportedly am-
mased an enormous pile of evi-
dence against Mr. Milosevic and
it will take the international
bench several months to sift
through all the evidence that
will be placed before it.

Mr. Milosevic has hitherto re-
fused to recognise the legitima-
cy of the court on grounds that
it was set up by the U.N. Securi-
ty Council and not by the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembl

13
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thrahim Rugova (right), presldm'oftﬂ'ieamql.eaguc:hf ;
Kosovo and a candidate for the President of Kosovoleavesthe,
Assembly hall in Pristina, on Thursday. — Reuters ‘

{Rugova fails to
\M win support’®

eran pacifist leader, Ibrahim Ru-
gova, has failed to win enough
support in Kosovo’s new legisla-
ture to be elected president of the
Yugoslav province in a second
round of voting. Instead of the
two-thirds majority needed, only
50 deputies in the 120-seat as-
sembly backed Mr. Rugova, who
led passive resistance by Kosovo’s
ethnic Albanian majority to harsh
Serb rule for a decade before war
j engulfed the province in 1999. In
the first round of voting on De-
cember 13, Mr. Rugova received

support from 49 deputies.

Mr. Rugova's Democratic
League of Kosovo won the No-
vember 17 general election in Ko-
sovo, designed to give th
province self-government under
U.N. umbrella, but will need th
support of other parties to get|
him elected president. Failure to
pick a president soon would dis-
appoint western officials, who
have urged Kosovo’s newly elect-
ed leaders to show they are ready
to face the challenge of governin;
following November’'s historic
general election. — Reuters



