Thailand vow
to combat dru
éﬂ"iraffickinw%

JOHOR BARU, Ju}e 13.
Malaysia and Thailand
strengthen co-operation \in
combating trans-bounda

drug trafficking with special
attention placed on two
southern provinces in Thaj-
land - Satun and Narathi-
wat — known as the “distri-
bution hub”, The under-
standing was reached dur-
| ing the 25th Malaysia-Thai-
- land bilateral narcotics en-
forcement meeting held re-
cently. The narcotics depa-
rtment director-general said
both countries were sharing
intelligence on cross-border

each other to pin down traf-
fickers. “...We need to step
up joint enforcement as the
amount of ganja seized this
vear has already exceeded
the total seizure of last ye-
| ar”— The Star/ANN /
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“Alert ov /er

FROM OUR
CORRESPONDENT

Silchar, April 16: The Narcotlcs
Control Bureau has warned of a
spurt in cross-border smuggling
of heroin and other synthetic
drugs from Myanmar to the
Northeast following a ban by
Afghan authorities on cultiva-
tion, processing and trafficking
of opiates in the warravaged
country.

Officials in the bureau said
the ban, imposed on January 16,
has put the focus back on Myan-
mar’s druglords for the supply of
contraband to the western world

where most of the drugs are:

used. Sources said the bureau
has put its stations in the North-

Afghan ban on popp

lead

to spurt in region’s illegal trade

east along the porous Indo-
Myanmar border on alert in
view of -a possible spurt in the
passage of consignments of nar-
cotics. An authoritative source
in the bureau said the Assam Ri-
fles, which patrols the Indo-

Myanmar border, has also been’
asked to step up vigil against the

narcotics smugglers.

A senior official of the bu-
reau in Shillong said the crack-
down on poppy farming in
Afghanistan has come as a shot
in the arm for the druglords in

Myanmar, which, in spite of the
periodic defoliation by the mili-
tary junta, still boasts about
2,90,000 acres of poppy fields.

Myanmar’s drug cartel is
mainly controlled by formidable
gangs of narco-terrorists like
the United Wa State Army, Mon
Tai Revolutionary Army led by
the legendary Khun Sa — a 69-
year-old half-Chinese, half-Shan
drug baron — and the Eastern
Shan State Army.

Authorities said Myanmar’s
narcotics cartels active in the

marcotlcs smuggling

Shan, Kachin and Chin states
are now all set to reap a record
25,000 tonnes of opium crop to
enhance the heroin output in a
bid to capture the global drug
market.

The narcotics bureau has
identified more than 10 corri-
dors in Nagaland, Mizoram and
Manipur through which heroin
and other addictive drugs are
ferried to exit points in the coun-
try to reach their overseas desti-
nations. It has also been pointed
out that there is Myanmar-
bound traffic from the Northeast
comprising acetic anhydride
and ephedrine hydrochloride,
the essential chemicals jased for

“Ecstasy”.
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By S dhar Knshnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, FEB. 27. The
International Narcotics
Control Board in its report for
2001 has focussed, among
other issues, on cyber crime
calling on nation states to
regulate the web in a sensible
fashion. While globalisation
and new communication
technologies have brought
innumerable benefits to
society, it has also provided
opportunities “for new and
traditional forms of drug
related crime”, it says. “The
International Narcotics »
Control Board has decided to
address the theme of
globalisation and new
technologies...not in a spirit of
rejection but because of the
danger that the beneficial
effects of these phenomena on
society are being undermined
by individuals and criminal
groups for illicit gain”’, the
INCB argues. “For the Internet
there is the real danger that its
benefits might be seriously
undermined by criminals for
illicit gain. Governments must
address the challenges that
new technologies pose to drug
law enforcement in an era of
increasing globalisation”, the
chairman of the Board, Hamid
Ghodse remarks.

The INCB while detailing its
case on different aspects of
cyber crime is calling on
governments to take action
with a view to preventing
organised crime from
continuing to exploit the
technological advances as also
to consider developing a
United Nations Convention on

n:tk e. chga\
Convennon would prov1de a
global classification and
definition for high tech and
computer related crime and a
framework for legislative
harmonisation and
international cooperation in
the investigation and
prosecuticn of cross border
crime committed or facilitated
by electronic means”,the INCB
argues.

Thorough and extensive in
its preparation and
presentation — especially as it
deals with different regions of
the world — the INCB has
also made the point that
Afghanistan clearly has a
capacity to become the
world’s largest producer of
heroin next year and has
urged the international
community and the United
Nations Security Council to
help prevent that .This could
come by way of alternative
crop substitution and
assistance to stop the
trafficking of opiates. With
nearly 90 per cent of heroin
from Afghanistan hitting the
streets of Europe, there is the
increasing danger of shifting
markets to Russia,Jran and
Pakistan. Officials here are
making the point that
although the interim
government of Hamid Karzai
has issued a ban on the
cultivation of opium,
questions are being raised on
the effectiveness of the ban.

“Afghanistan is a very, very
tough problem”, says U.S.
Ambassador, Herbert Okun, a
member of the INCB. Mr.
Okun who briefed
mediapersons here on the

""New Delhi a transit point in
heroin 7/trafflc

Mﬁ argued that

even if the ban on poppy
cultivation is effective in
Afghanistan, the country has a
three to six year supply of
heroin, some of which had
been unloaded since the
outbreak of war last October.
South Asia, according to Mr.
Okun, is “very vuinerable”
because it sits between the
Golden Triangle of South East
Asia and the Golden Crescent
of South West Asia.

The region is vulnerable for
two reasons: to transit and to
traffickers who are trying to
increase their
markets.Although India has
been largely successful, South
Asia has reasons to be
concerned, Mr. Okun
remarked. The INCB has said
that the southern parts of
West Asia continue to supply
most of the heroin smuggled
into and through India and
Nepal.

“New Delhi has become a
major transit point for heroin
trafficking; most of the heroin
is smuggled into countries in
Europe and North America,
occasionally through Sri
Lanka”, the report says.
Staying in the realm of
trafficking the INCB points out
that maritime routes leading
from the coast of Tamil Nadu
to Sri Lanka and Maldives are
used for transhipment. “Ports
in Southern India are
increasingly being used for
smuggling drugs as evidenced
by the sharp increase in the
number of seizures made of
consignments of narcotic
drugs being smuggled by sea
along routes leading from
India to Sri Lanka”, it says.
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