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" Kathmandu, Dec. 9 (Reuters):
About half-a-million Nepali chil-
"dren stayed home today as
-schools and colleges in Kath-
mandu shut down due to a strike
~called by a pro-Maoist student
group demanding private
.schools be nationalised.
. Schools and colleges said
‘they would remain shut at least

" till Friday, but are hoping that
the government will reach a
compromise with the students’
union by then.

- “The shutdown...hit nearly

_-500,000 students,” an education
ministry official told Reuters.” |

The All Nepal National Inde- |
pendent Students’ Union (Revo-
lutionary), which is affiliated to
Maoist rebels, is calling on the
government to make secondary
education free in addition to end-
ing private schooling.

* Education is now free only
until the primary level, which is
up to the fifth grade.

“We want an end to commer-
cialisation of education,” the
Union said in a statement.

Schools and colleges in the
Kathmandu valley, including the
eapital, remained closed out of
fear, since the student group has
previously attacked those who
defy its strike calls, school teach-
ers said. “We cannot risk being
attacked and have asked chil-

.dren not to come to school,” Dil
‘Chandra Bhandari, a teacher at
a-private school in Kathmandu,
told Reuters.

Half of Nepal’'s students
study at private schools because
of perceptions that public
schools do not provide quality
education. The students’ union
1is also demanding that the gov-
ernment increase spending on
education, which has been allo-
cated barely 17 per cent of im-

..‘poverished Nepal's annual budg-
~"¢t of $1.2 billion for the year to
mid-July 2003.
“ The union also wants the gov-
ernment to withdraw a declara-
tion calling it “terrorist”, a term
‘the authorities have been using
. for the Maoist rebels and their
"activists since last year.
" The Maoist rebels have been
fighting for six years to abolish
the country’s ‘constitutional
monarchy and install a one-
party communist republic,”
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Two months after his Oct ~ take-over k1
‘Gyanendra’s drive to consolidatehis posmon is comlng
under increasing challenge froln disparate political
forces in Nepal who are striving to make common cause.
- Although these very parties had earlier endangered
democracy and created conditions for the palace to snuff
it out, recent developments suggest that the potential
threat to the monarchy is the most serious in recent
history. When king Gyanendra dismissed the elected
government of Sher Bahadur Deuba and scotched the
parliamentary elections due this year, there was little
sympathy for the politicians who had made a mess of
the multi-party experiment. The political parties were
already discredited, given their record of corruption,
maladministration and neglect of both governance and
development. The king was only cashing in on popular
discontent. Therefore, it was assumed that elections, as
declared, would be held after a year, by which time the
political parties would be chastened and the Maoists
tamed. But, in the aftermath of the revival of absolute
monarchy, the king’s actions have raised fears that the
suspension of democracy may be prolonged.

Such a course is fraught with risks, for, instead of
strengthening the monarchy, it may lead to further
destabilisation of the institution. There are signs of this
happening, and not only because the Maoists are
continuing with their campaign of violence. In fact,
Maoist violence serves as a useful alibi and there has
long been a suspicion that the monarchy and the
Maoists share a common distrust of multi-party
democracy. The interim administration of Lokendra
Bahadur Chand has extended the olive branch to the
rebels but so far the Maoist leadership has not respond-
ed formally to the offer of talks. On a different track,
mainstream parties are joining forces and have warned
that the future of the monarchy would be in danger if
the king does not set up a democratic government. The
Nepali Congress (NC) and the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), the kingdom’s two
biggest parties, have been opposed to the Maoist
demand for a republicc Now even NC president
G P Koirala does not rule out a similar demand if the
king fails to “correct his errors”. In the circumstances,
king Gyanendra should confine himself within the
parameters of the 1990 constitution, if only to safeguard
the monarchy, which has endured as the main pﬂlazy

stability shored up by the multi-party system.
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Kathmandu, Nov. 26 (PTI): For-
mer Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala today challenged
the sacking of the Sher Bahadur

Deuba government by King Gya-

nendra and urged him to return
power to the people.

Calling the October 4 royal
takeover of the government as
“uncontitutional”, Koirala
asked the king to follow the path
of democracy chosen by King
Birendra.

“King Birendra had handed
sovereign power to the people,
whereas the present king has
taken over all the executive pow-
ers,” he said at a rally organised
by the Nepal Students’ Union,
student wing of the Nepali Con-
gress.

He also urged the youth to
launch a struggle for democracy
at the massive rally held amidst
heavy deployment of security
forces and fears over his arrest.

Nepali Congress central
working committee member Kr-
ishna Prasad Sitaula said the
king’s proclamation on Qctober
4 has put a question mark on the
fundamental principle of the
constitution that sovereign
power lies with the people.

“The king’s personal ambi-
tion and craze for power might
be harmful for the institution of
monarchy in the long run,” he
warned adding that the monarch
should rectify the mistakes and
hand over power to the people.

Nepali Congress spokesman
Arjun Narsingh said the king’s
action has taken back the peo-
ple’s sovereign power estab-
lished through the 1990 people’s
movement.

Criticising the formation of

the caretaker government head-
ed by Lokendra Bahadur Chand,
he said the team of “techni-
cians” cannot solve the political
problems plaguing the country.

Koirala also said the crisis in
the Himalayan nation cannot be
solved without resolving the
Maoist issue. The party was
ready to make necessary
changes in the constitution to
bring the rebels into the main-
stream, he said.

However, Koirala said there
cannot be any compromise on
multi-party democracy and con-
stitutional monarchy, the funda-
mental principles of the consti-
tution. He rejected the Maoist de-
mand to hold election for the
constituent Assembly to draft a
new constitution.

“The Maoist problem can
only be solved within the parlia-
ment. Therefore, there is no op-
tion but to revive the parliament
which was dissolved in May,” he
said. The former Prime Minister
urged a broader democratic al-
liance - with all political parties
that believe in parliamentary
democracy.

US travel warning

The state department urged
Americans yesterday to defer
non-essential travel to Nepal be-
cause of a written threat from
Maoist rebels to attack Ameri-
can diplomats.

The warning, issued by the
US embassy in New Delhi, says a
statement by the Maoists on No-
vember 15 takes responsibility
for the kidnapping and killing of
two Nepalese security guards
employed by the US embassy in
Kathmandu. “Included in the
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«Koirala chaliénges
“ouster of Deuba govt

press release are threats of fur-
ther violence against any party
or diplomatic communities
working against the Maoists,”
the department said. “This in-
cludes the American diplomatic
mission.”

The warning by the Maoists
restated their policy of not at-
tacking foreign tourists. Even so,
the repeated threats against
American diplomats suggest
that any American could be in
danger, particularly those travel-
ling outside the capital.

It was unclear what prompt-
ed the Maoist threat. The Bush
administration asked Congress
in June to provide $20 million in
aid to the Nepalese government
to help it defeat the Maoists.
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King defies
expands Nep

DEEPAK THAPA (\

Kathmandu, Nov. 18; In a move
that can be construed as a slap in
the face of the major political
parties, King Gyanendra ex-
panded the Lokendra Bahadur
Chand Cabinet.

The new development comes
after efforts to involve the Nepali
Congress and the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) in the month-old gov-
ernment failed.

A few days ago, the king had
met former Priiné Minister and
president of the Nepali Con-
gress, Girija Prasad Koirala, and
K.P. Oli, number two in the CPN
(UML). In his meeting with Gya-
nendra, Koirala had reiterated
his party’s stand that the lower
house of parliament, the House
of Representatives, dissolved in
May, be reinstated.

Oli, on the other hand, had
expressed the view that the king
was ready to work with the polit-
ical parties. He had even suggest-
ed joining the government
should the executive powers
held by the king since the Octo-
ber 4 dismissal of Prime Minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba be
handed back to the Cabinet.

However, the general secre-
tary of the CPN (UML), Madhav
Kumar Nepal, who was out of
the country during Oli’s meeting
with the king, has stated his
party would only support the
government from the outside

]
!

Newly-appointed ministers are sworn in at the Royal Palace
in Kathmandu. (AFP)

even if executive authority is re-
stored.

The new faces in the Cabinet
includes a staunch royalist—
who significantly comes in as
the number three in the govern-
ment below the Prime Minister
and the deputy Prime Minister
— a couple of former Nepali
Congress and CPN (UML) mem-
bers each, businessmen, a med-
ical doctor and an engineer.
However, the line-up of 22 minis-
ters and assistant ministers still
has only one woman.

Maoist rebels continued
their spree of bomb blasts in the
capital. Today, another bomb
went off in the house of a busi-
nessman on the outskirts of the
city. The day before, they had set
off an explosion at a sub-station
belonging to the National Elec-
tricity Authority and at a private
boarding school. No one was
killed or injured in the incidents.

The government said yester-
day it was trying to hold peace

parties,
al team

WL - prepes

talks with Maoist rebels aimed
at ending a six-year-old revolt de-
spite recent deadly raids in the
west of the Himalayan kingdom.

“I am confident that the meet-
ing would begin very soon,”
Gore Bahadur Khapangi, minis-
ter for Women, Children and So-
cial Weilfare, said. He gave no
date.

He said the government was
making serious efforts to contact
the rebels. “They must make

written proposals for talks with |

their demands,” he said.

Thousands of Maoist rebels
fighting to topple the constitu-
tional monarchy last Thursday
stormed remote towns, Jumla
and Gorkha in west Nepal. At
least 140 people were killed in the
fighting.

This was the latest in a series
of attacks on government instal-
lations.

Both Chand and the rebels
say they are keen for taJks but
have fixed no date.

—
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The state of near ciwil war in epal w{\th the m narchy
unable to check the unrelenting Maoist offensive is an
SOS that those interested in peace in the Himalayan
kingdom cannot ignore. Friends of Nepal would agree
that the situation appears irretrievably grim as things
stand today. Ironically, the latest Maoist strike in two
districts of western Nepal, which left at least 150 dead,
came the very day the rebels accepted the government’s
offer for a dialogue with a promise of “serious and
sincere” efforts; indeed the palace-appointed govern-
ment — which had thrice reiterated its willingness to
talk to the insurgents — had welcomed the Maoist move
for a dialogue. The palace chose not to make an issue of
the three-point agenda put forth by the Maoists: a
round-table conference with all political forces,
formation of an interim government and election of a
constituent assembly. Although these were accompanied
by the threat of renewed strikes if the demands were
not met, the development gave rise to hopes of a
ceasefire as a prelude to a timetable for talks. That the
Maoists belied this promise by striking at this critical
moment is an unmistakable signal that the present
attempts at peace have all but bombed.

Clearly, the problem has become too big for the
authorities in Nepal to tackle. Like in Sri Lanka, where
Norway entered as a broker to persuade all parties to
take the initiative for peace, Nepal too probably needs
the healing touch provided by external brokers.
Norway’s peace venture in Sri Lanka did not gather
momentum till the international community, especially
Washington, threw its weight behind the moves. In
Nepal too any headway towards ending the insurgency
appears unlikely without Washington’s tacit help.
However, New Delhi, which has been giving all
assistance to Kathmandu for combating “Maoist
terrorism” will do well not to get embroiled any further
in this conflict. For, that would be courting another
fiasco like the IPKF mission to Sri Lanka. That does
not, however, preclude the government of India from
initiating a proposal for a credible international broker

such facilitation. This is of utmost’ importance and
should tie done without delay befgfe mischievous ele-
memtS move in and further vitiatgthe situation in Nepal.
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12 killed in N@alwc

GOPALSHARMA

Kathmandu, Nov. 14 (Agen-
cies): At least 12 people, mostly
Maoist rebels, have been killed
in violence in Nepal in the past
24 hours, officials said today;

Two people were killed and 20
injured in eastern Nepal today
when a bus they were in ran over
alandmine believed to have been
planted by Maoist rebels, police
said. The attack followed a three-
day national general strike end-
ing vesterday, called by the
rebels who are fighting to set up
a Communist republic in the Hi-
malayan kingdom.

More than 7,100 people have
died in the six-year revolt. =

Police said many of the in-
jured were in a critical condition
in hospital after the blast, which
occurred on a bridge at Halhale,
200 km east of Kathmandu.

The bus was bound for the

capital from the town of
Charikot.
It was not immediately

known how many people were in
the bus. “It (the mine) went off as
the first bus after the strike was

A soldier checks a motorcyle in Kathmandu on the last day

Y‘(a

of a three-day strike called by Maoist rebels in Nepal. (AFP)

crossing the bridge,” the police
official said. The defence min-
istry said soldiers gunned down
nine guerrillas in gunbattles
late yesterday in west Nepal, a
Maoist stronghold.

A civilian was killed by the
guerrillas during another battle
with soldiers in the west on the
same day. The rebels called the
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strike, which shut schools, shops
and businesses, tfo protest
against King Gyanendra’s sack-
ing of Nepal's elected govern-
ment in a row over the timing of
elections.

The sacking plunged the re-
volt-racked kingdom, still recov-
ering from last year’s massacre
of most of the royal family by a

Vv
lashes
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drunken crown prince)into a |
new crisis.

Journalist released

The editor of a small newspaper
who was arrested for accusing a |.
police official of taking bribes
was released on bail today.

Home minister Dharma Ba-
hadur Thapa said Tikaram Rai,
editor of the Aparanha daily,
was released after paying 500 ru-
pees ($7) bail.

He was arrested on Tuesday
under Nepal’s Public Offence
Act, after his newspaper pub-
lished an article alleging that po-
lice official Basanta Kuwar had
taken bribes for issuing drivers’
licenses. Kuwar said the article
was an attempt at character as-
sassination.

Nepal has no laws against
libel or defamation. The Public
Offence Act is used for cases of
criminal assault. “We were able
to free Rai this morning after
convincing the police officials
that they could not hold him in
custody,” said Taranath Dahal,
president of the Federation of
Nepalese Journalists.
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KATHMANDU, Nov. 11. — The trou-
bles facing the one-month-old govern-
ment led by Mr Lokendra Bahadur
Chand deepened today with the sec-
ond largest party CPN-UML deciding
against joining his caretaker ministry.
“Theg, rty would not join a govern-

ment. which has no executive powers
and is unconstitutional,” a UML state-
ment after its standmg committee
mneeting said.

Cmsns is in Chand go

W\
The largest party the Nepah Co
gress has already decided that it woul
not participate in the Chand cabinet
demanding rectification of “unconsti-
tutional errors” by the government.
Mr Chand who is yet to garner the
support of parties has not succeeded in -
giving formal shape to a cabinet of his
own, even one month after its formation.
Following the refusal of two largest
parties to join the cabinet, the prime
minister today discussed with the
King’s cabinet, strategy to be adopted

1

THRESTATESK ..

deepens

to resolve the present political crisis.
The meeting also discussed matters
relating to holding peace talks with the
Maos, cabinet expansion and taking
further security measures in view of
the growing Maoist violence, accord-
ing to the party sources.
Strike: Life was disrupted in several
parts of Nepal on the first day of the
three-day general strike today called
by Maoists even as security forces shot
dead 30 rebels in a fresh offensive
against the rebels.
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Kathmandu, Nov. 11 (Reuters):
Nepal shut down today on the
first day of a three-day general
strike called by Maoist rebels to
protest against King Gyanen-
dra’s dismissal of the country’s
elected government last month.

The strike came as a govern-
ment official said soldiers shot
dead at least 10 guerrillas in a
gunbattle in Baglung district,
350 km west of Kathmandu.

Shops, schools and business-
es in the Nepali capital, gateway
for thousands of western visi-
tors to the Himalayas, were
closed as soldiers with automat-
ic rifles guarded deserted
streets. “There has been a total
shutdown in the main business
district,” said Kathmandu resi-
dent Triratna Manandhar.
“There is a heavy presence of se-
curity personnel around the
main market but no tension.”

In some parts of the city,
bands of children played football
or cricket on deserted streets.

Almost all public transport
was off the roads but some taxis
were plying the streets with
their number plates covered and
charging more than double the

Strike shuts glgﬁ\yypqlﬁe

normal fare. Special coaches
with banners marked “Tourists”
ferried visitors to and from the
airport as international flights
operated hormally, hotel and air-
port officials said.

Strike calls by the rebels, who

have a presence in all parts of

the kingdom but are particularly
strong in rural areas, are nor-
mally heeded because people
fear revenge attacks.

In the latest violence, a gov-
ernment official said soldiers
killed at least 10 rebels after the
guerrillas ambushed a security
patrol at Khara, a rebel strong-
hold in Baglung district.

“At least 10 Maoists were
killed today in a gunbattle after
rebels fired at soldiers from
forests following the ambush,”
he told Reuters, adding two sol-
diers were wounded in the clash.
There was no comment from the
Maoists. Independent Kantipur
radio said the Maoists killed
three people in east Nepal late
yesterday but gave no details.

The rebels have been waging
an increasingly deadly revolt to
install a Communist republic to
replace the constitutional

al

U

monarchy. The govermynent says
more than 7,100 peoplehave been
killed since the revolt began in
1996. Residents reached by tele-
phone in the cities of Biratnagar
in east Nepal and Bhairahawa
and Nepalgunj in the west said
life there was also disrupted by
the strike.

King Gyanendra assumed ex-
ecutive power in October after
firing Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, who wanted to

1

delay national elections. The .

elections were set for this week
but Deuba sought a delay be-
cause of rebel threats to sabo-
tage them.

Gyanendra named a strong
royal supporter, Lokendra Ba-
hadur Chand, as interim Prime
Minister. Chand has pledged
early elections but no date has
been set to end the latest political
crisis to rack Nepal which is still
recovering from last year’s mas-
sacre of most of the royal family
by a drunken crown prince. The
insurgency has racked the im-
poverished nation's aid-depend-
ent economy. It has crippled

tourism, a key source of income, |
and scared away investors.

1
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f Sher Bahadgur\Deuba had
Iproved to be “incompetent” as

Prime Minister, Lokendra
Bahadur Chand does not have any
record of a competent adminis-
trator as head of government in
the history of the kingdom of
Nepal. Deuba, 56, was removed as
Prime Minister by the consti-
tutional monarch and head of
state, King Gyanendra Bir Bikram
Shahdeva, 55, on 4 October under
Article 127 of the Constitution
promulgated on 9 November
1990. The Article says: “If any
difficulty arises in bringing the
Constitution into force, His
Majesty may issue necessary
orders to remove these difficulties.
The orders so issued shall be
placed in Parliament”.

Insurgency

Earlier, on 3 October, Deuba,
who had assumed office on 22 July
last year, had requested the King
to get the nationwide election —
slated to be held in six phases

between 13 November and 10 .

January — to the Pratinidhi
Sabha, the lower and popular
house of the bicameral Nepali
Parliament postponed for a year.
Postponement of parliamentary
election was recommended to. the
King by the Deuba Cabinet after
all political parties in the now
dissolved Pratinidhi Sabha had
requested the government to do so
in view of the growing Maoist
insurgency  throughout = the
kingdom.

Quite significantly, for the first
time, the Royal Nepalese Army —
which has been fighting the Mao-
ist rebels in the countryside — ad-
mitted on 1 October that the re-
bels are a formidable fighting
force and the operations could
drag on for quite some time. RNA
spokesman Deepak Gurung ad-
mitted quite candidly that the
Maoists have “not lost their
strength”. The chief of the king-
dom’s police, Pradip Shamsher
Jung Bahadur Rawa® had also
adopted similar line and had re-
commended postponment of the
scheduled polls.

Lokendra Bahadur Chand, 63,
may not have proved to be a good
administrator during his earlier
three tenures — 1983-86, 1990
and 1997 — but he has been am-
ong the least controversial Nepa-
lese politicians. Besides being
close to the palace, he has also
been regarded as extremely hon-
est. During the post-1990 multi-
party democracy phase, he has
been a leader of the erstwhile Pan-
chas (associated with the partyless
panchayat system during 1962-90),
the Rashtriya Prajatantra Party.
His splinter party, RPP (Chand),
could not do well and had even-
tually to merge with the RPP
(Thapa) making the party a uni-
fied RPP.

After being appointed Prime
Minister by King Gyanendra on 11
October (after a week of political

The author is Hon. Director, South
Asian Studies Foundation, New Delhi.

. NEPAL TODAY

The State Of Multi-Party Democracy

By PARMANAND

confabulations, when the King
also assumed all executive pow-
ers), Chand now heads a nine-
member ministry. The interim
ministry comprises seven cabinet
ministers and two assistant minis-
ters. For the present, only two
political parties — the RPP and
the Terai-centric, Nepal Sadbhaw-
ana Party — have joined the
ministry. In his 4 October address
to the nation, King Gyanendra
had sought to form an all-party

interim government. The interim
ministry comprises non-party and
non-political elements as well.

Badri Prasad Mandal, 60, who
represented the Nepal Sadbha-
wana Party from Morang 7 consti-
tuency in the dissolved Pratinidhi
Sabha, has been appointed deputy
prime minister with the portfolios
of agrieulture, cooperative and
local administration. He is presi-
dent of the NSP, and had been
assistant minister, state minister
and minister during the panchayat
days. It is for the first time that a
Madheshi (term used for the peo-
ple of 1ndian extraction generally
living in the Terai) has been given
this position. In an exclusive per-
sonal interview, Mandal said that
there was a tremendous “utsah”
(enthusiasm) and  “umang’
(gusto) among the Madheshis
over his appointment.

Portfolios

Narendra Bikram Shah, 62,
foreign minister in the interim
ministry, has the experience of
being the kingdom’s foreign secre-
tary as also its permanent repres-
entative at the UN and am-
bassador in the USSR, Bolivia and
Argentina. Upendra Prasad Dev-
kota, 47, a renowned neuro-
surgeon, is the health minister
under Chand. Badri Prasad Shres-
tha, 70, a noted economist, has
been appointed finance minister.
DB Thapa has been allocated the
home portfolio in the new minis-
try. Gore Bahadur Khapangi, who
had been spearheading a move-
ment for the welfare of the tribal
people, has been appointed mini-
ster for social welfare. Two assis-
tant ministers are: Anuradha Koi-
rala, the only woman in the

ministry, and Gopal Dalit, a leader
of the backward community.

For the present, only Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s party, the
Nepali Congress (Prajatantrik),
has publicly refused to join the
ministry. The Nepali Congress,
presided by former Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala, and the
Communist Party of Nepal (Uni-
fied Marxist-Leninist) under the
general secretaryship of former
Deputy Prime Minister Madhave

Kumar Nepal, are weighing the
pros and cons and have kept their
options open. NC chief spokes-
man Arjun Narsingh KC said in an
interview that his party would
decide on joining the new ministry
after watching its directions.

In its present form, the Chand
ministry appears to be business-
oriented. It contains persons of ex-
perience and expertise in their
respective spheres and, as such,
should be able to perform its task
well. It is altogether a different
matter that the challenges con-
fronting the kingdom are enor-
mous and crying for immediate
solution. The Maoist insurgency
has already claimed about 5,000
lives and the insurgents are show-
ing that they can make their
presence very visibly felt in the
kingdom’s capital, too.

King Gyanendra has asked the
Chand ministry to work for peace,
to hold parliamentary elections on
the basis of a national consensus,
to control corruption, to maintain
financial discipline and to foster
good and deep relations with the
other countries.

This is known as the five-point
directive to the new ministry by
the king. Of course, only time will
show how and how far the new
ministry succeeds on this front.
The failure, though, may not be
construed as the failure of the
ministry per se. The modus
operandi of the formation of the
Chand ministry has been quite
different from that of its
predecessors in the past.

The Maoists were the first to
talk about an all-party government
during the prime ministership of
GP Koirala and SB Deuba. They
have maintained silence after the

o 5

formation of the Chand ministry,
though they condemned the as-
sumption of the executive powers
by King Gyanendra on 4 October.
In any case, Chand’s is not an all-
party ministry.

However, the insurgents, in a
symbolic act in Kathmandu, on 12
Octaber, chose to destroy a statue
of King Mahendra, the late father
of the present King, who had, on
15 December 1960, dismissed the
first-ever elected government of
the Nepali Congress headed by BP
Koirala. One person was killed in
the blast and 10 were injured.
Priority

Significantly, on 12 Odtober

itself, Prime Minister Chand said
he was open to talks with Maoist
rebels to end the six-and-a-half-
year insurgency. Chand said:
“We'll try to hold a dialogue with
the Maoists in order to bring
peace”. He stressed that his first
priority would be to end the vio-
lence that has ravaged much of the
kingdom. Chand stated that the
government’s top priority “will be
to maintain law and order and
good governance and control the
Maoists’ terrorism”.
* In a tone different from that of
his predecessor, Deuba, Chand
said: “We want to have peace and
security ... we're keeping the doors
open for a dialogue with the
Maoists”. Remarkably, Chand did
not mention any condition for dia-
logue. The Maoists’ response is
yet to be known. His Majesty’s
government and the Nepal
Communist Party (Maoist) had
held three rounds of talks between
30 August and 13 November last
year. Though nothing concrete
was achieved during these talks, a
positive and congenial atmos-
phere was created. Both sides had
agreed to hold the fourth round of
talks soon. The Maoists, however,
restarted their violent and terro-
rist activities on the night of 23
November and even formed a re-
volutionary government to admi-
nister the kingdom. His Majesty’s
government responded by im-
posing an emergency in the whole
of Nepal on 26 November.

Nepal today is in a truly un-
enviable situation on the econo-
mic plane. Its landlocked nature.
increasing violence and conse:
quent and increasing insecurity
have all conspired tg damage it:
economy. Quite naturally, tourisir
has suffered. The state o
unemployment is also disturbing
Investors have either withdrawr
or are thinking of doing %o
Though the inflation rate ha:
remained in the range of three tc
four per cent, it is hardly
consolation in view of other highly
negative factors.

Foreign exchange reserves stanc
only at $1.4 billion, and the pe
capita income makes it one of the
poorest countries of the world
And all this despite substantial aic
from the international community
including India. One hopes the
Chand ministry is able to achiew
the objectives set by the King. _-



16 Maoists shot, blasts
o rock Kathmandu .. »-

Press Teust of India

KATHMANDU, Oct. 27. — Two
people were injured in bomb blasts
here even as sixteen Maoists were
killed in separate encounters with
security forces in Nepal, defence
ministry sources said today.

Nine rebels were killed along
the border of Rupandehi and
Nawalparasi districts while four
were killed on the border
between Dadeldhura and Baitadi
districts

In separate encounters, two
Maoists were killed in Pyuthan
district and one in Ramechhap
district, the ministry said.

Two people were injured when a
bomb exploded at the government-
run Dairy Development Cor-
poration building at Lainchaur in
Kathmandu today, a police official
said.

The dairy building was slightly
damaged by the explosion which
occured around 3:p.m..

Another bomb exploded in the
Employees  Provident  Fund
building near the Saarc secretariat
at Tridevi Marg in Kathmandu.

The blast damaged a public
toilet at the building and window
panes of the adjoining Himalayan
Bank office, police said. The
Maoists are suspected to be
involved in the two blasts.

In another development, life
was, paralysed in eastern Nepal's
Terai districts including Morang,
Sunsari and Jhapa districts in
response to a general strike called
by the Maoists.

However, the strike had little
effect in West Nepal. Nepalgunj
market remained opened despite
the strike call, Kantipur FM radio
reported.



DEMOCRACY IN RETREAT
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ulti-party democracy in
MNepal is in temporary

retreat. The country’s elder
statesmen are tired; those that fol-
low them display a pomposity that
blinkers wisdom. Instead of build-
ing upon hard-earned freedom
from decades of panchayati Taj,
veteran Nepali Congress chief
Girija Prasad Koirala and the
younger ruling party supremo
Sher Bahadur Deuba saw fit to
square off among themselves, for-
cing King Gyanendra to intervene.
He sacked acting Prime Minister
Deuba and assumed control for
seven days before installing an in-
terim government under Article
127 of the Constitution which sta-
tes that “if any difficulty arises in
connection with the implemen-
tation of this Constitution his Ma-
jesty may issue necessary Orders
to remove such difficulty and such
Orders shall be laid before Parlia-
ment”.

Sick with repetition

Which poses the question: since
there is no Parliament, who is to
ratify the King’s orders?

In Nepal, history’s muse must
be either sick with repetition or
bored to the point of disinterest.
In December 1961, King Gyanen-
dra’s father King Mahendra usur-
ped power by dissolving the coun-
try’s first elected parliament, im-
prisoned then Prime Minister
Bisheswar Prasad Koirala, suspen-
ded sections of the Constitution
that came into effect on 30 June
1959, banned all political parties
and himself formed a government
by introducing the panchayat sys-
tem. Among those arrested were
Nepali Congress supreme leader
Ganesh Man Singh and Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai, then speaker of
the lower House of Parliament.

What prompted this royal coup
was amply summed up in the
following which still rings true:
“Hopes that the first elected
government would be able to give
the country stability and march on
the path of progress have been
dashed. As a direct result of mis-
use of authority, multiplying corr-
uption, creating misunderstanding
and a weakening of the adminis-
trative machinery, the Cabinet has
proved itself totally incapable of
maintaining law and order.”
Nothing has changed since then.

In 1990, the Nepali Congress-
Communist combine revolt that

The author, who was on the staff of
The Statesman for 42 years, contri-
butes regularly.

0 Freedom’s Song Out Of Tune In Nepal

By JB LAMA

lasted nearly two months forced
King Birendra to accept a multi-
party democratic system. Bhatta-
rai headed an interim ministry and
oversaw a smooth transition of
power to the elected government
led by GP Koirala after the first
general elections in May 1991.
Before his death, Koirala coliec-
tively entrusted the task of nurtu-
ring the Nepali Congress to Ga-
nesh Man Singh, Bhattarai and his
brother GP Koirala, but the party

was rever a cohesive entity with
each one pulling it in different
directions. In a way, GP Koirala’s
reluctance to hand over power to
the younger generation is largely
responsible for the disaffection.
Which substantiates why few
regret the June spiit in the NC.

Winning minds and hearts

Deuba (related to the royal
family by marriage) least expected
King Gyanendra to give him the
sack when he recommended post-
ponement of the November poll
by six months to “avoid blood-
shed”. He suggested the forma-
tion of an all-party interim govern-
ment. which could hold talks with
the Maoists. His recommendati-
ons followed the consensus reach-
ed at an all-party meeting, which
authorised him to go into the legal
and constitutional aspects of
delaying the poll. Curiously, this
came after days of the Election
Commission’s announcement of a
six-phase poll. It could not have
come to such a conclusion unless it
was satisfied with security arrange-
ments, King Gyanendra obviously
took a decision after carefully ob-
serving that the explosive situation

created by Maoist depredations
was beyond the control of a lame
duck Prime Minister.

Deuba did undermine the
Maoist potential from the very
beginning. It was during his earlier
tenure in 1996 that the Maoists
struck first in a remote village,
killing six people. This was passed
off as an isolated incident. Last
May, Deuba should have known
better when he recommended a
fresh poll: no way would it be

possible to end Maoist violence in
just six months. They are in
control of nearly 40 of the 75 dis-
tricts and well organised and
equipped. Not only did Deuba
refuse to reopen talks, he was
determined to exterminate the
rebels as was evident from his
visits to foreign countries, inclu-
ding India, to seek help and
material assistance. The nearly
three-fold increase in the death
toll in the ten months the country
was under Emergency should have
convinced Deuba of there being
no alternative to a peaceful settle-
ment. King Gyanendra is also on
record as having said that there is
no military solution and the
government will have to meet the
challenge by “winning minds and
hearts”.

The appointment of an interim
government under pro-palace
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party leader
Lokendra Bahadur Chand has
come as some relief but political
parties have fired the first shot by
refusing to be part of his brief. The
Chand government’s objective is
to announce an election date after
creating an atmosphere fit for free
and fair election by initiating talks

JO@ o

with the Maoists, yut none of the
council members who include a
doctor and a soci | worker scems
capable of negot ating a sctile-
ment. In which ci.2. the Maoists”
reported desire for a reundiable
conference with -hie King and all

making a unilateral ceasefire the
need of the hour.

Experts feel therc is no
constitutional prcvision fo: an all-
party government and .also that
the dissolved purliament auto-
matically stands reactivated it
elections cannot e hele within six
months of its dissc lution. Besides.
there is no provis on for cxtending
the election datc. Koiraia favou-

+ red: restoration o’ Parliament ¢nd

requested the Kivz to censult “he
apex court forits . ews ¢ Deuba’s
recommendations. Reviviag Par-
liament would have beer . ideal
solution since it vould haave saved
the country the expense o a mid-
term poll but as agen would
amount to defying the Supreme
Court ruling, whch upheld he
dissolution.

Political consensus neaded

In such u pig:tant situation it
would have beer advissbie for
King Gyancndra 1o conabt he
Supreme  Cowrt. n 19950 his
brother King B:rendra disbanded
parliament and aounedd o tresh
poll on the reconmend: tion of
Communist Prime Mininter Man
Mohan Adhikary, who alleged
that Parliament was hampering his
government.

The King referrad the matter to
the Supreme Court which ruled
that “the dissolution of the House
of  Representutives  without
considering possibilitics of an
alternative  go.rnmers was
unconstitutional and illegal™ wnd
ordered a restoriiion to the ear-
lier position. In any event. there is
little possibility of any single parts
emerging with a working majority.
The only way out in the given
situation scems to be conscnsus
politics.

It goes to Kirg Guunendra’s
credit that he deused o volatile
situation arising ‘rom the royal
massacre in June last year, There-
fore, if the Constitution must be
protected to retan the fruits of
freedom, it bodes il for Nepal's
administrators 10 question che
King. He can do no wrong. Ad-
versely, he could, i1 the absence of
consensus, reirst tute the same
system which would resuft it a
return to ways no dumocracy
worth its creed could stomach.



Nepal PM ready to hold
"we talks with Maoists, .

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KATHMANDU, Oct. 12. —
. Nepal Prime Minister Mr
Lokendra Bahadur Chand
| today said he was open to
i talks with Maoist rebels to
end the six-year insurgency.
i “We'll try to hold dialogue
' with the Maoists in order
| to bring peace,” Mr Chand
said. But his first priority
would to be to end the vio-
' lence that has ravaged
i much of the country. “The
© government’s top priority
| will be to maintain law and
t order and good governance
. and control the Maoists’
i terrorism,” Mr Chand said.
| “We want to have peace
and security... we're keep-
" ing the doors open for dial-

)

King Gyanendra

ogue with the Maoists.” His
tone marks a change from
his predecessor, Mr Sher
Bahadur Deuba, who had
vowed not to hold talks with
the Maoists till they laid
down arms and gave up de-
mands for abolition of the
monarchy. Mr Deuba had

™F STATESHAY

= accused the
i breaking a truce with his

Maoists of

government last November.
King Gyanendra sacked
Mr Deuba on 4 October,
declaring him “incompe-
tent,” and assumed power
for a week before appoint-
ing Mr Chand, a staunch
royalist, as Prime Minis-
ter. King Gyanendra’s
move has infuriated lead-
ers of the dissolved Parlia-
ment who demanded that
the King select ministers
only from among them.
Nepal blast kills one
A bomb exploded in a busy
street in the capital this
morning, killing one person
and injuring 10 and destro-
ying the statue of former
king Mahendra, PTI add;
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urges King to .,
form interim
govt soon ¥ ¢,

Kathmandu, October 10 i(\

WITH THE King's deadline
for naming a new Prime
Minster well past, a major
political party today urged
the monarch to form an in-
terim government and re-
turn all the executive powers
to the new administration.

“The party has urged the
King to form an interim gov-
ernment under Article 128 (2)
of the constitution and re-
turn all the executive power
to the new ministry as per
the constitution,” the Nepali
Congress said today after a
meeting of its central work-
ing committee.

Calling upon the King to
“rectify” his unconstitution-
al move of sacking an elect-
ed government, the Con-
gress reiterated its demand
for reviving the dissolved
house as the “only way con-
stitutional way” to resclve
the present political crisis.

The meeting chaired by
party president GP Koirala
also appealed to King Gya-
nendra to convene a meeting
of major political parties to
discuss the present crises
and take a decision “accept
able to all political parties
represented in the dissolved
house,” CWC member Ram-
chandra Poudyal said after
the meeting.

Itisfor the first time in the
kingdom’s 12-year Parlia-
mentary history that there is
no PM for a week. The king
assumed all executive pow-
ers when he dismissed SB
Deuba’s government last Fri-
day with a promise to form a
new government in five days.

PTI
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Kathmandu, Oct. 7 (Reuters):
Nepal’s main political parties
said today they were prepared to
cooperate with King Gyanendra
on forming an interim govern-
ment to ensure an early return to
constitutional rule in the Hi-
malayan kingdom.

~ But the parties, who played
down talk of a confrontation
with the king over his decision to
sack the Prime Minister and
temporarily take over running
the country, insisted on respect
for the 1990 Constitution that us-
hered in multi-party democracy.

The king, who came to the
throne after the murder of his
brother in a palace massacre in
June 2001, sacked Prime Minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba on Fri-
day after Deuba asked him to
postpone a November 13 general
election for a year because of
rebel threats.

It was the first time a king
had assumed direct power since
parliamentary democracy repla-
ced absolute monarchy in 1990.

In Kathmandu, a small home-
made bomb exploded in a shop-
ping mall while political parties
held a second round of discus-
sions at a house a few milesaway.

The bomb, placed in a toilet
in the mall in the heart of Kath-
mandu, did not cause any casual-
ties or damage.

Kathmandu has been hit by a
string of small explosions since
the end of a state of emergency
on August 28 against Maoist
rebels who are fighting to over-
throw Nepal’s constitutional
monarchy. .

During the political party
meeting, officials said: senior
leaders would seek a ¢ollective

andianco with tha bine~ 4n din

N (epal parties
(\’070 baCk killg

cuss ways out of Nepal’s latest
political crisis and clarifications
about the nature of an interim
government.

“We have decided the interim
government should be formed
in consultation with and
with the participation of all
six political parties (represented
in the dissolved Parliament),”
Madhav Kumar Nepal, general
secretary of the Communist
Party of Nepal, told reporters
after the second round of politi-
cal discussions.

Earlier, Nepali Congress
spokesman Arjun Narasingh
said the party would “cooperate
with his majesty if the process

goes in accordance with the :

Constitution”.

“We want an
arrangement and power should
go to the interim government.”

The Nepali Congress was
the largest party in a Parliament
dissolved in May against the
backdrop of a bloody Maoist
revolt against the monarchy.

interim
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“King DCo/mp},&sm S
Who is to blanfe Yor the eclipse of democracy in Nepal?
'Partly it is the Maoists who have held the Himalayan
Kingdom to ransem for the past six years. More than
,5,000 lives have been lost in the insurgency. A third of
'the country is effectively under their control. They have
.repeatedly demonstrated their ability to strike at a time
;and place of their choosing. But the democratic system
‘could still have been safeguarded had Nepal’s political
rclass summoned the nerve to squarely address the most
Jethal threat to the kingdom’s integrity. It failed to do
so. It was bad enough that the squabbling among the
politicians debilitated the system. Inept governance,
corruption and an unwillingness to attend to pressing
economic and social problems brought it to the verge of
collapse. A constitutional breakdown has indeed been
on the cards for the past six months. In May, prime
minister Deuba sought the support of parliament to
extend the state of emergency in order to bring the
Maoist insurgents to heel. His own party, the ruling
Nepali Congress led by rival G P Koirala, refused to
endorse his request. Deuba went ahead to dissolve
parliament and announced fresh elections, a Wat
eventually led to a split in the party.  ("y - !

One question, however, remained unangwered: Would
the elections be held within the stipulated period of six
months following dissolution? That possibility seemed
more and more remote as the Maoists multiplied
their attacks throughout the kingdom and threatened
candidates and voters with death. Deuba’s calculations
had gone awry. When he meekly sought the postpone-
ment of elections, King Gyanendra agreed, but only
to give the prime minister the boot. Acting under
Article 127 of the constitution, the monarch temporari-
ly assumed all executive powers, asked the political
parties to help him form an interim government,
enumerated its priorities and assured his subjects that
he remained committed to multi-party democracy. All
well-wishers of Nepal will doubtless realise that the
only way the kingdom can pull back from the abyss of
anarchy is for the constitutional monarchy and the
mainstream political parties to act in tandem. It is
hence necessary that the two pillars work together to
ensure a swift return to democratic rule. Meanwhile,
New Delhi needs to understand the compulsions that led
King Gyanendra, a monarch known for his modern
outlook and pragmatism, to act in the manner he did
and to help him and the interim government in ever;
way it can to restore normalitv in the kingdom.
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KING GYANENDRA OF Nepal has placed the
future of democracy in his country in jeopardy
by assuming executive power himself. This de-
cision is turning out to be more controversial
than the other measures that he took simulta-
neously to dismiss the caretaker Prime Minis-
ter, Sher Bahadur Deuba, and his Cabinet and
to postpone parliamentary elections by one
year. The postponement of the elections,
scheduled for November this year, need not be
considered the kind of anti-democracy move
that it normally should have been since all ma-
jor political parties had jointly made a recom-
mendation to this effect. So too the dismissal of
Mr. Deuba’s caretaker Cabinet since it has ap-
parently been wrought on the basis of the same
ambiguity in relevant constitutional clauses as
the decision to postpone the elections was. In
taking over the executive power, the Nepalese
monarch would appear to have acted directly
against the spirit of the 1990 constitutional rev-
olution by which authority was vested in the
people. Although King Gyanendra has invited
suggestions for forming a Cabinet composed of
people who are not going to contest parliamen-
tary elections, the main feature of this interim
arrangement to come is that it will be a nomi-
nated body. Neither does it seem likely that
such a Cabinet will be in place anytime soon
since the Navarathri celebrations have begun
and Nepal will be virtually closed for a
fortnight.

Last week’s decision by the major parties, en-
dorsed by Mr. Deuba, to recommend that elec-
tions be postponed did reveal the weakness and
incompetence of the democratic forces in Ne-
pal. They have so far been unable to demon-
strate the maturity and sense of mutual respect
that would have enabled them to further the

“cause of democracy even as they pursued their
separate agendas. The necessity for Nepal’s
democratic forces to be more accommodative

L F

towards each other was obvious enough consid-
ering that the country’s political system was still
in the process of transition. It was all the more
urgent when the country is in the grip of a six-
year-old Maoist-inspired insurgency that al-
most amounts to a civil war. Nepal’s political
classes have not been able to address the causes
underlying the insurgency while they have !
sometimes been guilty of egging on the security
forces to react to violent developments in an ad
hoc manner. All major political parties have crit-
icised the King's decision and are preparing to
register their protest. They would, however, be
well-advised to confine the expression of their
resentment to reasonable limits at least till they
can form a clearer appraisal of the King’s agen-
da. A confrontation between the monarch and
the political forces is something that Nepal does
not need as it tries to tackle the Maoist insur-
gency in all its dimensions. '

It is as well that the Government of India has
taken a cautious approach in regard to the de-
velopments in Nepal. In too many instances
have political movements in the other countries
of South Asia dragged India into the internal
dissensions of their own countries irrespective
of whether their allegatiens were warranted or
not. While India does have a very justifiable
need to take a deep interest in developments
afflicting its neighbours, it must never be forgot-
ten that New Delhi’s attentions too often are
treated like the proverbial kiss of death. But,
despite whatever spin political forces in Nepal
may give to the recent developments, it is not
India that has the primary responsibility to re-
solve the problems. It is for Nepal's political
forces to get their act together and deal with the
dual challenges posed by a monarchy that
might not have altogether shed its intervention-
ist urges and by an insurgent movement that

does not have any great respect for democracy .
either. /a |
7
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“His Majest

N7
ol Bmi)e\alogue is still Nepal's best optio%

he political situation in Nepa! had rcached such a stdge
that King Gyanendra was left with fittle option but to
enforce Article 127 of the Constitution which states that “if
any difficulty arises in connection with the implementation of
this Constitution, His Majesty may issue Orders to remove
such dilficulty and such Orders shall be laid before Parlia-
ment”. The snap-poll, the first phase of which was to begin on
13 November, has been deferred by a year. The King has
rightly dismissed Sher Bahadur Deuba’s caretaker govern-
ment; the political vacuum will have to be filled by an interim
arrangement comprising all parties. Who will head this
temporary unit is not clear but GP Koirala's Nepali Congress
in not likely to work under Deuba’s breakaway Nepali
Congress (Democratic), or vice-versa. Koirala wanted
Karliament restored — & sensible suggestion which would
ave saved the country the expense of a fresh election — but
it was too late becausethe six-month period within which it
was to be reinstated had already cxpired. One wonders at the
logic behind tonducting a snap-poll next ycar when the
general election is due in any case in May 2003.

The growing Maoist threat forced poll postponement. In
the ten months Nepal was under Emergency, more than
3,500 people were killed, compared to 1,500 in six years.

- More deaths are reported daily. One doubts whether the
army, even with the assistance of some countrics, will, in the
next 12 months, be able to flush out the rebels to prepare
the ground for a {ree and fair election. The determination
with which the Maoists play on the administration’s failure to
uplift village life would suggest a lengthy confrontation. And
Kathmandu’s continued use of force to quell its own people
can only invite more trouble. It is still .not too late for
dialogue and both sides must hdng up the gloves for the sake
of the country’s future,©  , -
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W - Two Nepal Ministers
" under house arrest

KATHMANDU, OCT. 6. Nepal’s anti-
corruption body has ordered
the house arrest of two former
Cabinet Ministers suspected of
taking kickbacks and making il-
legal deals, police said today..

The Commission for Investi-
gation of Abuse of Authority is-
sued the order yesterday against
Chiranjivi Wagle, Minister for
Physical Planning in Nepal’s re-
cently-dismissed Cabinet, and
Jaya Prakash Gupta, former In-
formation and Communica-
tions Minister.

Officers have been stationed
at their houses since last night,
police officer, Rajendra Bhan-
dari, said. The two were re-
moved from their ministerial
positions on Friday when King
Gyanendra sacked the Prime
Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba,
and disbanded the Cabinet for
failing to hold elections as
scheduled in November.

Meanwhile, the leader of Ne-
pal’s Maoist rebels, Pushpa Ka-
mal Dahal, alias Prachand,
criticised the sacking of the
Prime Minister , saying it was a
move to thwart democracy.

“The dismissal of the Prime
Minister, the entire Cabinet and
assuming the executive powers
to maintain law and order by
the King is the final blow against
the achievements of the 1990
people’s movement,” he said in
a statement faxed to newspa-
pers here yesterday.

King to hand over power

A palace official said today
that King Gyanendra would re-
linquish power to an interim
Government and he had no
plans to rule Nepal, a palace of-
ficial said today.

The dismissal of Mr. Deuba
triggered a political turmoil in
the impoverished Himalayan
nation which is battling a
Maoist insurgency and trying to

| heal the scars of last year’s pal-
ace massacre which brought
Gyanendra to the throne.

A soldier stands guard at the Royal Palace gate
in Kathmandu on Sunday, as supporters of King Gyanendra
light candles to celebrate the sacking of the -
Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba. —AP

Nepal’s main political parties
were wrangling over ways out of
the crisis but the capital was
calm, with traffic normal and
shops and businesses reopen-
ing after Saturday’s weekly holi-
day. Facing few options, Mr.
Deuba rallied for support from
across the country’s political
spectrum today. ‘I did what all
other political parties wanted
me to do and now they must
support me,” Mr. Deuba said,
addressing supporters at his

residence. He continued to in-
sist that his ouster was uncon-
stitutional. He would not say
what his next move would be,
but Nepal’s constitution has no
provision for challenging the
King’s decision in court.
Meanwhile, a meeting of all
the seven political parties in the
dissolved Parliament to discuss
a joint strategy on the constitu-
tional crisis, as well as to launch
a protest action, was cancelled

today. /
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DEEPAK THAPA

Kathmandu, Oct. 6: Two days

after King Gyanendra sacked

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur

Deuba and assumed executive
. powers, political parties are still
trying to chart out a common
strategy.

The parties are yet to decide
on how to respond to the king’s
call to recommend within five
days names of “persons who
have clean images and who will
not be participating in the forth-
coming general elections” to be
part of a new government.

The king’s Friday night
proclamation had said that such
a government would hold the
elections postponed by him dur-
ing the day. The all-party meet-
ing called for today has been put
off till tomorrow. Deuba’s hopes
for a grand alliance in his sup-
port, however, seems to have be-
come dimmer. There are indica-
tions that the political parties
will try to reach some compro-
mise with the king on the shape
of the future government.

King Gyanendra met presi-
dent of the Nepali Congress, Gir-
ija Prasad Koirala, and the gen-
eral secretary of the Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) during the day. But the
contents of the meeting have not
been made public. Speculation is
rife about who will head the new
government but nothing has be-
come clear.

Two of the ministers in the
outgoing Cabinet, who had been
summoned by the Commission
for Investigation of Abuse of Au-
thority (CIAA) to answer
charges of corruption, have
been placed under police surveil-
lance and told. not to leave the
Kathmandu Valley. This in-

cludes, Chiranjivi Wagle, the °

vice-president of the Nepali
Congress (Democratic) led by
Sher Bahadur Deuba.

In another significant move,
the government ordered people
who have been using vehicles be-
longing to the governmeént and
semi-government institutions to
return them within two days or

face action. This is aimed at
politicians who have refused to
surrender the vehicles they.bor-
rowed while in office.

There have been reports of
the king’s action being welcom-
ed by various organisations, and
processions in his support were
taken out in many parts of Ne-
pal. There were also demonstra-
tions against the king, mainly by
affiliates of the CPN (UML), the
largest communist party.

The largest-circulation daily,
Kantipur, commented in a front-

page editorial that the people |

would be disinclined to back
political parties if they protest-
ed and that the political parties
are to blame for the present
situation.

It, however, warned that
groups active in the pre-demo-
cratic era before 1990 should not
assume their time has come
again since it would prove count-
er-productive to both the monar-
chy and democracy.

‘Not a coup’

King Gyanendra will hand
power to an interim administra-
tion this week and has no plans
to rule the world’s only Hindu
kingdom himself, a palace offi-
cial told Reuters on condition of
anonymity. “His Majesty has to
form a new government. He has
no intention of keeping execu-
tive power with himself. It is not
acoup,” he said.

“The timeframe for the new
government has been set,” the of-
ficial said. “The ball is now in the
court of the political parties.”

Gyanendra

—— THE TEL.
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DEEPAK THAPA

Kathmandu, Oct. 5: A day after
he was sacked as Nepal’s Prime
Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba
today slammed King Gyanen-
dra’s move as “unconstitutional
and undemocratic”.

“An elected Prime Minister
can only be replaced by the par-
liament,” Deuba said.

Sources, however, said Deuba
knew the dismissal was coming
as he was asked to step down ear-
lier in the day, but had refused.
Today, he sought support from
other parties in what is increas-
ingly looking like a showdown
with the monarchy.

“According to the wishes of
the political parties, I recom-
mended the postponement of
election,” Deuba said after an in-
formal discussion with leaders
of the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Lenin-
ist) and the Nepal Sadbhavana
Party. “Now they should stand
behind me.”

Deuba’s ouster came a day
after he recommended postpon-
ing parliamentary elections by
more than a year. In a nationally
televised address, the king an-
nounced he was relieving Deuba

‘owing to his incompetence to
»nduct the general elections on
the stipulated date”.

The king put off the Novem-
per polls, which Deuba had or-
dered when he dissclved the
lower House on May 22. He fur-
ther announced that a new gov-
ernment would be formed with-
in five days consisting of “per-
sons who have clean images and
who will not be participating in
the forthcoming general elec-
tions”.

Deuba had dissolved the par-
liament following differences
within the ruling Nepali Con-
gress over extending the state of
emergency to combat the Maoist
insurgency. The dissolution led
toavertical split in the country’s
oldest political party, with
Deuba forming a separate outfit.
Despite widespread reserva-
tions, the government had pro-
claimed it would be able to hold
elections for a new parliament.

But after two devastating at-
tacks by the Maoists in early
September on army and police
installations, many parties, in-
cluding the main opposition,
CPN (UM-L), which was count-
ing on benefiting from the divi-
sion in the Nepali Congress,
began voicing concerns about
the viability of holding elec-
tions.

Events precipitated after an
all-party meeting on September
29 gave a mandate to the Prime
Minister to either defer the elec-

tion or reinstate the parliament.

THE ™71 ~GrAPH

y oo 00T



*spaqar A ysnp o3 s1amod Surdoams
SISTP[Os AL YPIYM SN HURSISUIS Jo
UOTSUIXS Ue JOoA0 MO B Jo)Je SNPaYPs
JO peaye sipuow T Kejy Ul Juswrel]
~Ted U} PIAJOSSTP BqNS(J IUSILISACS
WLISIUT UR ULIOJ 0] SUOADIS[3 o3 Sun
-153)u00 Jou aram oym a1doad 15983ns
o1 sonted reonrjod uo pafes sH

"SUORD?[? Sundnpuod pue
Iapro Sururelurews Ioj s[qisuods
-31 3q P{NOM JUIWIUIIA0S WILISIUL
M3U 1P pies eIpuaeAD ° wajqold
[BUOTININISUOD B pUB UOHENIIS
Aseaun,, Ue pa1eald PeY SUOTDI[R
auodisod o1 piq s;eqna( pres sH
*SINMOYJIP [EUOTININISUOD JO JUIAS

abpnq 0} sasnja1 eqnag _gwmza_h.ﬁ

313 U1 SUIAIDIUT 0] WIY SMOT[. T8l
uorsiaold [BUONINIIISUOD B Iapun
Sunoe sem 9y pres Supj ayJ, "s19181
-UruI JO [I2UNO0D s;eqnad paystjoqe
peY 3y pIBS OS[e BIpUSUBAD
1661 ul Aorowyp Arejusurerpred
103 paydo edapN souls sWN 151y 53
- . Sutaq owm a1 10J,, Jamod 2ARNIS
-X3 pawInsse pey aY pres s{ ‘suon
-J3[2 M3U 10] SWR 31T 0U 138 INq
‘Kjrresodurs) ANUNOD 941 JO [OITOD
pawunsse pey ay ptes Sun{ 3y,
‘pouuerd
Suneaut e pey osfe L11ed (TN
ISTUTUST ISIXIRN payIuf stunui
-wrop uonisoddo uret ayy, ‘tamod

2AINDIX3 JWNSSE PUB SUONIIR
Keap ‘eqnag a1y 01 2A0W SEIp
-usueAn 3ury ssnosIp 03 199W 0]
anp OS[e SeMm “I[0ASI ISIORIA A[peap
e ysni o1 3 Louadisws 3u
-pUS1Xa I2A0 MO1 B UI Suny ur Njds

BqQNa( YOTYMm w1o1j A1Ted SS218U0D
Tfedap ISLIIUSI DY [, “SAOUI 1 SSND
-s1p 03 sSutiaaur LHuagIaws paffed
pue JeuonminsuodUN SB BQNa(g
jo 3unyoes sBury 9yl pswwe[s
sonred  (eonyod s jedeN
« SeA0UL IMIN
Ino ssnasip 03 saruied [eontjod (e
Jo 8unaauu e [[ed [[IM 9M,, pres
oy ,‘uorsap s im Addey aq
3. uom K13 [99] ] pue AdBIDOUISD
juem [edaN jo oydoad ayjy,,
‘sanred fed
-nfjod [{e wio1j puBWAP B UO paseq
skm suonosps atp jo Juswsuodisod

m 995 03 :oas .50: bwwzm uo /1

91e[ SM3N 297 plo pue Supjoes sty
£q paysiuolse sem oY pres ‘9dou9]
-01A [9q31 SurIUNOW JYI JO JSNED
-9 suona[a 3 jo Juswauodisod
s Jead v 1y8nos pey oym ‘eqnadg
‘Aep191Sa4 BIpUsURAD
Bury Aq Tessrwisip sy SUIMO[[O]
£3arens ueid o031 Aepoy 1a1e] L1red
(Ouemowa() ssaiuod edaN
SIY JO SISqUIdW 393W
01 paie[s sem eqnag
Inpeyegq 13YS IDISTUTN
surtid TedsN QalLsn
Qarv «K/ S 4380100 { NANVIANHLV
SINDNIOV

7\

ity



SUDIPTA CHANDA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KAKARVITTA (Eastern
Nepal), Oct. 5. — The dis-
missal of the caretaker Nep-
alese government led by Mr
Sher Bahadur Deuba by
King Gyanendra yesterday
has turned political activists
in the Eastern Nepalese
town of Kakarvitta, that bor-
ders West Bengal, “uneasy”.

Though common people
may seem “unconcerned” at
the development, the politi-
cal circle has taken serious
exception to it . “It is a con-
stitutional crisis,” said Mr
Ram Chandra Upreti, se-
nior leader of the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal-Unified
Marxist Leninist.

“The constitution of our na-
tion does not allow the King
to take over executive pow-
ers. The move is bound to set
a bad precedence,” he said.

Leaders of the rest of the po-
litical parties who had elec-
ted representatives in the
country’s 205-seat Pratinidhi
Sabha, are equally “disturbe-
d” with the development.

The political circle is look-
ing forward to the proposed
all-party meet in Kathman-
du scheduled for today. The
King has assured to put up
a new government within

gerous furn if the new gov-

A rally in support of King Gyanendra in Kathmandu on Saturday. — AFP

ernment is not in place with-
in the next few days,” is the
collective opinion of the Nep-
ali Congress, Rashtriya Pra-
jatantra - Party, Nepal
Sadbhavna Party and Left
organisations.

“We are waiting for our na-
tional leaders to send instruc-
tions,” they all say. The
political groups are appre-
hensive about the proposed
elections.

“Deuba government had

proposed elections on 13 No-
vember but failed to live up to
their promise, which ulti-
mately brought down its
downfall. Whether the King,
or the new government he
has assured to put up, can
hold the polls in a reasonable
time is what remains to
be seen.”

“The worrying factor is what
happens if the King fails to
set up a new government .
The Nepalese want a multi-

party democracy and have de-
cided to cast their votes de-
spite  the  anti-election
campaign by the Maoists.”
Though the political circle
is agog with speculation, the
common man seemed more
interested in planning the
forthcoming festival days.
“We want the polls only to
have stability in the, coun-

tor. “But now we
forward to is t

(HE STATESHAL

Parties seethe at Deuba ouster

{‘\\

‘It’s unconstitutional’|

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

KATHMANDU, Oct. 5. — Hours after Nepal’s King Gya-
nendra stunned the nation by dismissing him from the
prime ministry, Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba today said his
“gsurprise” -ouster was “unconstitutional”, as the Royal
move triggered sharp reaction from political parties
which termed it as “shocking”. “T am surprised. As far as I
have understood, the King
cannot remove me as per the §
Constitution,” Mr Deuba said.

Nepalese politics took a
dramatic turn last night
when the King in a tele-
vised address announced
the sacking of Mr Deuba
and dissolution of his Cab-
inet. Mr Deuba had asked |
the King to postpone the
13 November polls because
of Maoist insurgency.
India reaction: India
adopted a cautious app-
roach on the political devel-
opments in Nepal and
hoped that the crisis would end soon, SNS adds from
New Delhi. India hopes that the “present crisis will be
resolved soon within the framework of constitutional |
processes, paving the way for elections at the earliest
and installation of a democratically-elected government
in the interest of peace, stability and development in .
Nepal,” external affairs ministry spokesperson Ms
Nirupama Rao told reporters.

She said it was unfortunate that elections in Nepal had
to be put off. “The present crisis, the origins of which are
well known has been developlng over some time. Last |
week the Nepalese political parties came to the conclu- \
sion that elections could not be held in the present cir- !
cumstances and would have to be deferred.”

L

Mr Deuba speaks to
supporters. — AFP
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/l{pal—K;lg sacks

Deuba, assumes
S gtpower %%\

KATMANDU, (NEPAL), OCT. 4. Ne-
pal’s King Gyanendra said jon
Friday he had fired the Priine
Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba,
disbanded Deuba’s Cabinet and
temporarily assumed executive
powers.

The announcement, made
over state-run Radio Nepal,
came a day after Deuba had
asked the King — Nepal's con-
stitutional figurehead — to
postpone November's parlia-
mentary elections by one year
due to concerns about attacks
by Maoist rebels. In his radio -
speech, the Nepalese king said
he ldd dismissed Deuba and his !

abinet for failing to hold elec-
“tions on schedule. {

This is the first time the king |

has fired an elected government \\
and its leader since a multiparty |
political system replaced abso- |
lute monarchy in the Hima- |
layan kingdom in 1990. The

Prime Minister on Thursday .
had asked the king to postpone |
the election because of fears

that Maoist rebels would cause ;
violence during the polls. — AP |



Nepal king assumes executive powers ‘for the time being’

Deu sacked polls

Kathmandu, Oct. 4 (Reuters):
Nepal’s King Gyanendra today
sacked Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, abolished his
council of ministers and indefi-
nitely put off national elections
that were set for November.

The king, in a nationally tele-
vised address, said he was as-
suming executive powers “for
the time being”. .

He called on political parties
to suggest people to form a new
interim government to run the
Himalayan country until elec-
tions were eventually held.

“We have released Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba,
who has. been incapable to con-
duct elections as scheduled earli-
er, from his post,” Gyanendra
said in the local Nepali language.
“The council of ministers has
been abolished. The elections set
for November 13 have been put

off.” The kmgs move
followed a recommen-
dation by Deuba’s Cabi-
net yesterday to delay
elections by a year due
to mounting Maoist vi-
olence that has killed
more than 5,000 people,
mostly guerrillas, in a
six-year revolt. More
than 3,000 people have
been killed since peace
talks broke down last
November.

The Maoists have
been waging an in-
creasingly deadly battle to over-
throw the constitutional monar-
chy and install a communist re-
public in Nepal.

Deuba dissolved the parlia-
ment in May and ordered elec-
tions for November, 18 months
ahead of schedule, amid a row
over the extension of a state of

THE TELEGRAPH

King
Gyanendra

emergeﬁl givin
sweeping powers t
soldiers to crush the
revolt.

According to the
Nepal Constitution,
the king can intervene
whenever there is a
constitutional crisis in
the country.

Gyanendra now
has two options in
front of him. He can ei-
ther appoint a Prime
Minister of a national
government or recall
the old parliament and ask it to
elect a Prime Minister.

There are three possible can-
didates for the Prime Minister’s
post. From the democratic tradi-
tion the likely candidate is G. P.
Koirala who does not get along
with the king.

The other two candidates, Lo-

put oft

kendra Bahadur Chand and
Surya Bahadur Thapa, are
from the non-democratic tradi-
tion.

India has made it clear that it
would not like to meddle in
Nepal’s internal affairs. Howev-
er, it would prefer a Prime Minis-
ter from the democratic tradi-
tion.

Maoist rebels fighting for
one-party communist rule in the
world’s only Hindu kingdom
have said they would derail the
elections and had announced a
three-day nationwide shutdown
during the first round of voting
in November.

The Election Commission
said last week voting would be
held over six phases and two
months so security forces could
move across the mountainous
country to protect voters and
candidates.



~Deuba forms new party/

Press Trust\ox‘»dla W f{‘)‘\

KATHMANDU, Sept. 23. — Nepal's
carctaker Prime Minister Mr Sher Bahadur
Deuba today formed a new political party
after a vertical split in the ruling National
Congress over re-imposition of emergency
in the country.

“The new party registered as Nepali
Congress (Democratic) at the Election
Commission five days aheud of the general

election,” home minister Mr Khum
Bahadur Khadka said.
Mr Khadka, who is also the gencral

secretary of the new party, said 1ts election
symbol will be the comb. though this has
not yet been finalised by the commission,

The EC had carlier rqutcd its claim for
a four-star’ svmibol saving it would remain
with Nepali Congress (Koirala),

The new party will contest all the 205 seats
for the forthcoming puarliumentary polls
scheduled for 13 November, Mr Khadka said.

- The party is organising 4 twvo-day workers
meet in-from 30 SLptcmhu to chalk out the
future strategy as well as to discuss the
election manifesto.

About possible unitv between the two
factions of the Nepali Congress. Mr
Khadka said: “There is no such posslhxllty [
am not against party unity but it all depends
on the move by both the sides. Ttis up to Mr
Deuba and former premiicr Mr GP Koirala
1o decide on the matter”.

12 003



Deuba in the deep

{ \” \\\ But he asked for it

A;ting Nepales\ Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba finds
imself in a hole of hi§ own digging. With the three-
member election commission proclaiming GP Koirala as the
legitimate president of the ruling Nepali Congress, Deuba
loyalists have been prevented from using the party symbol and
flag in the 13 November snap poll. Deuba precipitated the
issue in May when, unable to garner support from his
parliamentadrians for extension of the Emergency by another
six months, he recommended that the King dissolve the house
and call fresh elections without so much as consulting the
party, for which he was suspended by Koirala for three years,
Undeterred, a national convention called by Deuba
supporters not only rescinded the suspension order but also
elected him president of the NC, a move Koirala loyalists
described as “illegal”. However, the Supreme Court
upholding the Prime Minister’s prerogative to dissolve
parliament came as a morale booster for him. The election
commission verdict merely formalises the June split in the
party. Since there is little likelihood of the two feuding groups
sinking their differences for the sake of the country’s
welfare, Deuba and company may have to either float a new
party or contest as Independents. And the odds point to the
Opfosition Communists coming to power in the mid-term
poll.

The imposition of Emergency last November was justified
to some extent because of the unchecked depredations by the
Maoists. But support for the repressive measure is lacking
since more than 2,500 have been killed in the past ten months
and bloodshed continues. With the Emergency having lapsed,
the Maoist leaders are reportedly ready for talks but the
Deuba administration demands their surrender of arms as a
precondition. Wiser counsel would suggest that brokering an
immediate ceasefire is the more desirable alternative.
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PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 16: India has
invited Madhav Nepal, the
leader of the Communist Party
of Nepal (United Marxist-Lenin-
* ist), for high-level discussions in
what appears to be New Delhi’s
attempts to position itself with
“emerging forces in the Hi-
malayan kingdom. Madhav is
widely believed to be the next
Prime Minister if his party
emerges as the single largest en-
tity in Parliament after the No-
vember general elections.

But India is simultaneously

not foreclosing its options with
other political figures in Nepal.
Foreign minister Yashwant
Sinha will be leaving for Kath-
mandu next week to hold high-
level discussions with - the
Nepalese leadership, during
which he will meet with King
Gyanendra, Prime Minister
“Sher Bahadur Deuba, Nepali
Congress leader Girija Prasad
Koirala and senior leaders of
" other major political parties.

Sinha will be leaving for
Kathmandu to participate in the
two-day Saarc foreign minister’s
meeting beginning on August 21.
He will stay on till August 23 for a
series of bilateral meetings with
the Nepalese leadership before
leaving for Dhaka the next day

“for a similar bilateral exercise
“with the Bangladesh National
Party of Begum Khaleda Zia.

Over the past two days, Mad-
hav has met deputy Prime Min-
Ister L.K. Advani, foreign minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha, Congress

"president Sonia Gandhi and
other senior leaders. There is
"a strong possibility that Mad-
hav’s party might emerge as the
single largest party in the
‘Nepalese parliament with seri-
ous differences surfacing in the
~ruling Nepali'Congress between
"Deuba and Koirala. Madhav
would then be the most obvious

*HE T

choice for Prime Minister. \
During his talks with the In-
dian leadership, Madhav was as-
sured that India did not have any
favourites in Kathmandu and
would accord the same cordiali-
ty to whichever party came to
power. This would be Sinha’s un-
derlying message when he meets

-senior Nepalese leaders in Kath-

mandu.

The foreign minister’s visit is
part of his exercise to build
strong relations with India’s im-
mediate neighbours. Sinha will
clearly signal that New Delhi
wants continuity in its relation-
ship with Kathmandu, with spe-
cial emphasis on helping Nepal
combat the Maoist rebellion.

India is concerned about the
Maoist violence in Nepal and the
consequent political instability.
Over the past two years, both
sides have shown greater sensi-
tivity to each other’s concerns
and have tried to help solve bilat-
eral problems.

There has been no major vio-
lence in Nepal since May and its
army seems to have finally made
a dent in Maoist strongholds.
The Nepalese intelligentsia’s

disenchantment - with  the
Maoists has also contributed to
isolating the rebels.

At the political level, the
cracks in the ruling Nepali Con-
gress is cause for concern for
India that has always believed
Nepal’s stability depended on
the two pillars of constitutional
monarchy and maultiparty
democracy. The Nepalese econo-
my, which had been growing at a
steady five per cent rate till a few
years, has slumped to nearly one
per cent in the past few months.
The reasons are a considerable
drop in tourist traffic and the ad-
verse impact of the US economic
slowdown on Nepal’s exports.

However, tourist traffic from
India has shown a 30 per cent i
crease in the same period.
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of some significant developments in

its relations with the two Asian
giants, India and the People’s Republic
of China. Maintaining its independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity and
assuming a genuine international status,
while being sandwiched between two
powerful Asian states, has been a proof
of diplomatic skill in social, political and
economic affairs.

While Bhutan-India ties are based on
the Treaty of Friendship on 8 August
1949 in Darjeeling, relations between the
two South Asian states have in fact
transcended the treaty arrangements,
thanks to the understanding between the
two. Neither India nor Bhutan appears to
be taking the other for granted; both ap-
pear to be quite conscious of each other’s
needs.

Problems

It was not for nothing that India’s ex-
ternal affairs minister Mr Yashwant
Sinha chose Bhutan as the third country
to visit in his new capacity — almost
immediately after visiting Sri Lanka and
Maldives. The three-day visit to Thimphu
will go a long way in strengthening the
bilateral ties. It also helped in clarifying
to each ather various problems that
confront both. Quite significantly, Sinha
had a two-hour audience with His Majes-
ty King Jigme Singye Wangchuck.
Though the King has begun giving up
more and more of his powers to ministers
and officials — in fact, giving up his role
as the head of government — in 1998, his
influence has not declined.

King Jigme, 46, has retained his
interest in the kingdom’s foreign affairs.
He has been very careful, consistent and

- meticulous about maintaining cordial,
constructive and fruitful relation with
India ever since he ascended the throne
in 1972 at the age of 16. Not that
misunderstanding never occurred but
they have a travelled long distance in
strengthening friendship, and Bhutan is
convinced of beneficial economic ties
with India.

The Indian minister also chose to meet
Lyonpo Khandu Wangchuck, Prime
Minister of Bhutan, Lyonpo Jigmi Y
Thinley, foreign minister and Lyonpo
Yeshey Zimba, finance minister. Quite
naturally, the problem of Indian terro-
rists’ camps in Bhutan figured in the
talks. The United hiberation Front of
Asom has been maintaining its camps in
the kingdom for quite some time.
Though the ULFA entered into an
agreement with the Bhufanese home
minister, Lyonpo Thinley Gyamtsho, on
dismantling its camps, only four of the
nine camps have reportedly been dis-
mantled. Their presence is seen as a

Bhutan has been in the news because

The author is Hon. Director, S;;th Asian
Studies Foundation, New Delhi.

By PARMANAND

threat to both countries. Significantly,
the just concluded 80th session of the

“kingdom’s unicameral legislature Tsho-

gdu (National Assembly) has requested
the Royal Bhutanese government to hold
one more round of talks with the ULFA
to ensure their exit from the kingdom.
The Chukha Hydroelectric Project
with a capacity of 365 MW is a shining
example of Bhutan-India cooperation.
Besides, the 60 MW Kurichu Project has
just been completed. And the 1020 MW
Thala Hydropower Project is nearing
completion. In fact, many feel that this
model of hydropower economic cooper-
ation should be adopted by Nepal. The

ties with China, but of late various inter-
actions between them have increased.
Ironically, though, the increase in inter-
actions, to a very great extent, is due to
the ongoing border- demarcation talks, of
which 15 rounds have taken place. And
the talks do not appear to have been
beneficial to Bhutan so far. Bhutan and
China signed an “agreement on mainte-
nance of peace and tranquillity in
Bhutan-China border areas” during the
12th round of bilateral talks in Beijing on
8 December 1998.

In Article I of this agreement, China
“reiterates its position to fully respect the
independence, sovereignty and territorial

F

&

Indo-Nepal Mahakali Treaty signed in
1996 has not moved in a desirable way.
Sinha will be visiting Nepal soon.
Significantly, India has gifted to Bhu-
tan a cement plant, called the Penden
Cement Authority, located at Pugli in the

Samtse district. The plant has increased-

its capacity tremendously. India’s help in
various plans — Bhutan has by now
completed eight five-year plans and is in
the midst of its ninth five-year plan — is
well appreciated by the Bhutanese.

Diplomatic ties

During the Sinha visit, the two sides
discussed the international war against
terror, issues of poverty alleviation and
development. India’s worries about Pak-
sponsored cross-border terrorism and
the overall situation in the region also
figured in the talks Sinha had with King
Jigme, the Bhutanese foreign minister
and other leaders and officials.

The Indian foreign minister’s Bhutan
visit will be followed by visits of other
leaders to each other’s countries.

Bhutan does not have any diplomatic

integrity of Bhutan”. Significantly, the
1949 treaty between Bhutan and India
does not make any mention of Bhutan’s
“sovereignty”.  On the other hand,
though, the 1950 treaty between India

“and Nepal talks of the mutual acknow-

Se §¢

ledgment of each other’s “sovereignty”.

However, Article I of the agreement
would appear to be more of a showpiece,
if one goes through Article IIT which
says: “The two sides agree to maintain
peace and tranquillity in their border
areas pending a final settlement of the
boundary question, and to maintain
status quo on the boundary as before
March 1959. They will also refrain from
taking any unilateral action to change the
status quo of the boundary”.

A relevant question naturally arises
here: What is then the outcome of the 15
rounds of border demarcation talks that
Bhutan has undergone with China bet-
ween 1984 and 2001 'in Beijing and
Thimphu? The recently-concluded 80th
session of the Tshogdu focused on the
boundary talks with China. Chimis
(members) of the Tshogdu expressed

Cooperation W|th India, Boundary Dlspute With China

concern over the encroachment into
Bhutanese pasture land by herdsmen
from Tibet and Tawang. The Chimis ur-
ged the Royal government to work
towards an early resolution of the border
issue, for Bhutan could not afford to lose
valuable pasture land and resources, they
stressed. In fact, members complained
about grazing of yaks by Tibetan across
the border, destruction of border pillars
by the people of Tawang, and looting of
valuable hardwood timber. Some mem-
bers, indeed, feared the possibility of
“illegal constructions” by the Tibetans
inside Bhutan.

Foreign minister Lyonpo Jigmi Thinley
briefed the National Assembly on the
progress of the Bhutan-China border
talks. He reminded the Tshgodu that the
boundary discussions were important for
a small country surrounded by two large
neighbours. He stressed that the talks
between Bhutan and China thus far had
been held in a “frank and friendly”
atmosphere. With the 18th round of talks
slated to be held in October in Beijing,
the Lyonpo said the talks had always
been held according to the Tshogdu™s
directives.

Disputes

Thinley said that the Chinese claimed
to have documentary evidence on the
ownership of the disputed tracts of land.
When Bhutan asked the Chinese to be
generous, they said that as a nation which
shared its borders with many countries,
they could not afford to be generous with
one particular neighbour. The foreign
minister also stated that the Chinese
government had identified three
objectives: to understand each other’s
interests and come to a decision that
would best benefit both countries; to
trust each other and; to seek solutions
that had long-term benefits.

Intervening in the debate, His Majesty
King Jigme Singye Wangchuck informed
the members that the issue of the mule
track and house construction by the Tibe-
tans and Chinese people in Pasamium,
which took place in 1999, had been
solved. There has been no further activi-
ties in the area since then.

.The King explained that there were
basically four disputed areas between
Bhutan and China. Starting from
Doklam in the west the border goes
along the ridges from Gamochen to
Batangla, Sinchela, and down to the Amo
Chhu. The disputed area in Doklam
covered 89 square kilometres.

Overall, the prospects of an early reso-
lution of the boundary demarcation
problem do not appear bright. Bhutan
has learnt to live with the problem. Some
analysts feel that unless Bhutan agrees to
establish diplomatic ties with Chind, the
problem will not be solved. But China’s
relations with other neighbours do not

prove “that either, rhetpric notwith-
standing. /
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\\ ', Nepal headed from bad to worse gl

he Nepal Supreme Court verdict upholding the dissolutipn

of Parliament in May is a morale booster for caretaker
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba. What could possibly have
influenced the 11-member jury is the present fluid political
situation and realisation that a negative decision could throw
the country into a deeper crisis. The ruling, however, conforms
to the 1994 apex court arguments that a majority government
has the prerogative to dissolve Parliament if no other party is
capable of forming an alternative government. Deuba re-
commended dissolution and a snap poll after he failed to
garner the required support to extend Emergency rule till
November — for which he was expelled from the Nepali Cong-
ress for three years. The party has already split with Deuba
supporters electing him president. The rival groups are unlikely
to sink their differcnces and the question is which of the two
will contest the mid-term poll in November as the real NC.

Deuba’s ego may have been salved but the country will have
to pay dearly since the elections are being held 18 months
before schedule. That a poor country like Nepal has already
held two general elections and a mid-term poll in less than 12
years is a telling commentary on the.working of multi-party
democracy. Frequent changes in government have put on hold
any meaningful development plans and there is no guarantee
the ensuing poll will clear the mess. The Maoists who are
fighting for a republic and are said to be running a parallel
administration in most of the 75 districts will endeavour to
make polling anything but pecaceful. More’s the pity then,
because Nepal will slide from bad to worse.
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/Ru/lmg clears way for elections

Nepal court
backs Déuba

GOPALSHARMA

Kathmandu, Aug. 6 (Reuters):
Nepal’'s Supreme Court rejected
today a clutch of petitions seek-
ing to reinstate the Himalayan
kingdom’s parliament in a rul-
ing that cleared the way for fresh
elections later this year.

The country’s parliament
was dissolved last May and early
elections ordered after Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
failed to win the support.of the
ruling Nepali Congress party to
extend emergency rule to battle
an increasingly violent Maoist
revolt.

Elections will be held on No-
vember 13, a year-and-a-half
ahead of schedule. King Gyanen-
dra has asked Deuba to remain
as caretaker Prime Minister
until the vote is held.

The court ruling was in re-
sponse to a string of writs filed
by more than 60 former deputies
who said Deuba’s move to dis-
solve parliament while the coun-
try was under emergency rule
was unconstitutional.

“The Prime Minister has the
prerogative to dissolve the
House of Representatives,” said
Keshav Prasad Upadhyaya,
chief justice of Nepal in his
judgment.

“The constitution does not
prevent the Prime Minister from
- dissolving the House of Repre-
sentatives even during this state

Sher Bahadur Deuba

of emergency.” Nepal has had a

string of revolving-door govern-
ments as new coalitions have
formed.

This election will be the
fourth since 1991 in a country
where Maoists rebels are fight-
ing to replace the constitutional
monarchy with a one-party Com-
munist republic.

Reinstatement of the 205-
member parliament would have
meant fresh political instability,
since the ruling party lost its ma-

jority after it split in the row gver
the dissolution, /0“7




OUR CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati, Aug. 5: India today
requested its tiny neighbour
Bhutan to undertake the gargan-
tuan task of convincing leaders
of the Ulfa and the National De-
mocratic Front of Boroland,
which still have camps in the Hi-
malayan kingdom, to come to the
negotiation table.

Highly-placed sources quot-
ed external affairs minister
Yashwant Sinha as saying at a
meeting with King Jigme Singye
Wangchuk in Thimphu that
- Bhutan should maintain “pres-
sure” on the outlawed militant
outfits and, at the same time,
convince their leaders to sit for
talks with Delhi.

Sinha’s visit to the Hi-
malayan kingdom, his first out-
side the country since being
given the external affairs portfo-
lio, ends tomorrow.

The Bhutan Assembly had re-
cently requested the king to con-
vene one more round of talks
with the Ulfa leadership and ask
them to “peacefully” leave the
kingdom. In the event of the
meeting ending in a stalemate,
the assembly recommended a
military operation to evict the
militants,

Declaring that Bhutan would
not allow its territory to be mis-
used against India, the king as-
sured Sinha of steps to close
down more Ulfa and NDFB
camps in the jungles bordering
Assam,

“Both sides agfeed to con-
stantly remain iy touch with a
wiaw to prevent/nilitants of the

- India urges
Bhutan to

broker truce

Northeast from operating from
camps in Bhutan,” an intelli-
gence source said, quoting a re-
port received from the external
affairs ministry.

In June 2001, the Ulfa had as-
sured the Bhutanese govern-
ment that it would close down
four of its camps by the end of
the year. The outfit was supposed
to hold another round of discus-
sions later on the issue of closing
down the remaining hideouts.

Intelligence sources said a
couple of developmentsinthere-
cent past had a bearing on
Sinha’s visit to the Himalayan
kingdom.

During the last session of the
National Assembly, Bhutan’s leg-
islators had discussed the king-
dom’s militancy-related prob-
lems over two days. They even
debated whether the country
should seek China’s help in driv-
ing out militants of the Ulfa, the
NDFB and the Kamtapur Libera-
tion Organisation.

Orissa Cabinet

The 29-month-old Naveen Pat-
naik ministry in Orissa will be
expanded tomorrow, official
sources said here today This
would be the first expansion
since Patnaik assumed charge in
March 2000, heading a 25-mem-
ber BJD-BJP coalition ministry,
reports PTL.

Subsequently, the strength of
the ministry had come down to
21 following dismissal of three
ministers -— two from Patnaik’s
own party and one from the BJP.
One Biju Janata Dal minister
had passed away recently.
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By Dileep Paigaonkar

Kathmandu: With every passing day, Nepal
inches closer to the ege of an abyss. Though
the security situatiot has improved slightly,
it continues to be bleak. A third of the
country is under tte control of the Maoist in-
surgents. Elsewhere they are capable of
striking at will. 2 few months ago the army
was brought in t» crush them. It was expect-
ed to finish the task within a few weeks. This
has turned out o be a vain hope. The Maoists
have attacked security forces time and again
to expose their vulnerability.

Eventually the forces will get the better of
them. Part of the reason for this optimism is
the change in public perceptions. Until a
year ago, large sections of the Kathmandu
elite, disgusted with corrupt and ineffective
politicians and bureaucrats, appeared to see
the Maoists in a favourable light. But today
they are perceived to be a bunch of murder-
ous criminals who are hell-bent, as one ana-
lyst put it, on dragging the kingdom back to
‘hour zero’.

Optimism is also in order since the gov-
ernment’s drive against the terrorists has re-
ceived strong support from the international
community. After 9/11, help began to flow
from the United States,

Nepal Adrift LoV

onstifutional Crisis Looms Lag'%?’ M"“\

elections for November. W

This triggered a process of expulsions and
counter-expulsions. The fate of the NC is
now sealed. Given its dismal performance in
office, it would have suffered heavy reverses
in an election even if it had remained in one
piece. A split NC will lead to the ruination of
both factions. The beneficiary can only be
the official Communist Party. This prospect
is alarming for with the party in power it will
become even more difficult for Nepal to at-
tract sorely needed foreign investment. The
latest economic survey shows that at 0.8 per
cent, the rate of growth has been the lowest
in 18 years. Per capita income has declined
from $240 to $224 within a single fiscal year.

But between now and November the polit-
ical landscape could change quite beyond
recognition. The election commission is bid-
ing its time to decide which faction of the NC
will inherit the name, flag and symbol of the
party. Its decision is bound to alter the equa-
tion of forces between Mr Deuba and Mr
Koirala. Meanwhile, the supreme court is de-
liberating on petitions seeking the reinstate-
ment of parliament. Should that happen, the
equation of forces will also undergo a
change, to Mr Deuba’s detriment.

The key question though

Britain and the European IN BRIEF is whether it would be pos-
Union. Nepal'sgiantneigh- | . sible to hold free and fair
bours, India and China, © The Maoists are losing elections at all. Few voters
sided with the government d . are likely to turn up at the

: support but their capacity N e
 as well. India, aware of the for mischief cannot polling booths in districts

ramifications of the insur-
gency on its side of the
porous border, has offered
military equipment and
training. In response to

be underrated

® Despite political divisions,
parties must prepare the
grounds for free elections

controlled by the Maoists.
They have threatened to
abduct the first 40 voters
who line up at the booths
anywhere in the country.

Kathmandu’s request, it
has rounded up Nepali citizens who have al-
legedly been in cahoots with the terrorists
and sent them back home. More assistance
along these and other lines is on the cards.

Meanwhile, at the very start of king Gya-
nendra’s official visit to China, the Chinese
leadership reiterated its utter contempt for
the anti-state activities of these “revolution-
aries” who have usurped the name of chair-
man Mao Zedong. Equally significant, unlike
in the past, Beijing has not made a single ad-
verse remark about the growing Indo-Nepal
cooperation to combat the insurgents. The
Maoists have thus been pushed on the defen-
sive.

But their capacity for mischief must not
be underrated. They can be trusted to exploit
the divisions within the country’s political
establishment. Prime minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba’s decision to extend the state of
emergency by another three months — taken
on the basis of an assessment pro-
vided by the security forces — wasn't accept-
able to party president Girija Prasad Koirala.
He preferred a dialogue with the Maoists,
something that he had opposed when the sug-
gestion had earlier been mooted by Mr Deu-
ba. The prime minister then went ahead to
dissolve parliament and announced fresh

Moreover, it is the army
which will have to ensure security at the
polling stations. The losers are certain to
hurl the charge of rigging, a charge that is
bound to spread disaffection across the
ranks of the armed forces.

But if the elections are not held on sched-
ule, Nepal will face an unprecedented consti-
tutional crisis. The 1990 constitution does
not contain a provision to postpone the polls.
Thus far king Gyanendra has acted strictly
within the ambit of his responsibilities as a
constitutional monarch. But he will be con-
strained to ensure the continuation of the
state through other means in case the elec-
tions do not take place in November.

Right now no political party is prepared, at
least for the record, to entertain that
prospect. But sooner rather than later the
parties must begin to imagine an interim
arrangement which can implement a precise
agenda: To back the army’s drive against the
Maoist insurgency and remove the infirmi-
ties in the present constitution and thus
prepare the grounds to hold elections in an
atmosphere free of fear and intimidation as
swiftly as possible. This is admittedly a tall
order. But the alternative would be
Nepal's, descent into either anarchy or
authoritarianism or, worse still, into both.
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China

/J FROM OUR

| CORRESPONDENT (\5

,Guwahati, July 5: In a move
-certain to raise the hackles of
New Delhi, Bhutan’s elected rep-
resentatives are  debating
whether the Himalayan king-
-dom should seek China’s help in
driving out militants of the Ulfa,
the National Democratic Front
of *Boroland (NDFB) and the
Kamtapur Liberation Organisa-
tion (KLO) from its territory.
Participating in a marathon
.debate on the issue, a section of
.members of the National Assem-
bly said considering the gravity
of the threat to the country’s se-
curity, Bhutan might have to
+‘look for support in the north”.
! The proceedings of the two-
.day Assembly debate, which
iended yesterday, were reported
in the Internet edition of the
kingdom’s official newspaper,

Bhutan looks to
for ﬂusl&gu}}

\If we cannot‘z\gpend
on the frieNd in the south, it may
to also look for sup-.
port in the north,” one of the
chimis (members of the National
Assembly) said without directly
naming China.

Though the suggestion did
not find mention in the three res-
olutions adopted at the end of
the debate, it is bound to have an

" impact on New Delhi’s strategy

to tackle militants operating
from Bhutan.

During the debate, chimis of
three provinces — Thimphu,
Chukha and Haa — hinted that
India could be complicating mat-
ters for Bhutan. “The Ulfa first
infiltrated Bhutan. Then it was
the Bodos. Now it is the KLO.
Next year, it might be another
group. It has raised suspicion (of
more frouble) in our people,”
Kuensel quoted the member fr:
Chukha as saying.
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‘Blast rocks Nepal
PM’s p i

REUTERS \QL\ )
KATHMANDU, JULY 5 ¢(\"

A BOMB blast rocked the
new political party office of
Nepali Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba in the capital,
Kathmandu, on Friday, but
there were no serious injuries,
police said.

“Ien people have received
minor injuries. No one has
died,” a police official said,
adding that no group had
claimed responsibility.

The capital has suffered a
string of bombings this year
blamed on Maoist rebels wag-
ing a violent campaign to top-
ple the monarchy and estab-
lish a one-party communist
republic. The bombwent off in
an office belonging to a splin-
ter faction of the ruling Nepali
Congress party in a residential
areaof Kathmandu.

“Abombwas planted on the
ground floor in a hall and has
damaged the building,” junior
Home Minister Devendra Raj

. Kandel said. The office was set

ﬁéﬁ'
A policeman inspects the

damage after the blast on
Friday. Reuters

up by Deubawhoislockedina
bitter feud with his predecessor,
Girija Prasad Koirala, that has
split the Nepali Congress.
Deuba was not in the office
when the blast took place.

Deuba disbanded Parlia-

ment in May and called elec-
tions after some party mem-
bersrefused to support amove

to extend emergen e in
the country. ‘




| 'Th'e/ Bhutan King's renunciation of pdwers is based on the trust he enjoys from the people and
the march towards democracy and decentralisation of political powers since the early fifties

ISED MONARCHY

t

'DEMOCRAT

.' N 2 June Bhutan, lo-
; cally known as Druk-

yul, celebrated the
28th anniversary of the
coronation of His Majesty
Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye
Wangchuck. The fourth
Wangchuck King of Bhutan,
he has not only remained on
the throne for the longest
period, but has also ensured
tremendous progress in eve-
ry sphere. Indeed, in 1998,
he abandoned his position of
the head of government.
And yet because of the role
played by him that the
Bhutanese people lock to
him for leadership and en-
lightenment. On his part,
the 46-year-old monarch
maintains a low profile but
watches things as minutely
as possible. He insists that
political changes and econo-
mic development in Bhutan
are a continuous process.
Not less significantly, the
King’s renunciation of his
powers, one after another, is
not because of any pressure
within or without the politi-
cal system, but because of
the growing trust in his
people.
None of the dissenting
groups based in Nepal —
and at times visible in India
— has ever demanded the
abolition of monarchy, as is
being done today by the
Maoists in Nepal. This is
due mainly to balanced eco-
nomic development. It is a
different matter that politi-
cised ethnicity is playing
some role in Bhutan too.
On 10 June 1998 King
Jigme Singye Wangchuck
issued to the Speaker of the
Tshogdu (unicameral Natio-
nal Assembly) an unprece-
dented Kasho (Royal edict)

to ensure that the legisla--

ture elected the members of
the Council of Ministers

{Lhengyel Shungtshog). The

76th session of the Tshogdu
was to commence sdofh -and

the Druk Gyalpo wanted:

session to elect
various Lyonpos (minis-
ters). Quite expectedly,
there was a great deal of
debate on the King’s Kasho
because it, inter alia, "had
made clear that henceforth
the King would not chair
that body’s meetings. But

that very

The authoz is Hon Director,
South Asian Studies Foundd-
tion, New Delhi.

A »

the King’s determination
not to yield finally made the
members veer round to his
wish.

With great hesitation, the
Tshogdu, in July 1998, elec-
ted six ministers, who had
earlier been functioning as
secretaries in various dep-
artments of the Royal Bhu-
tanese Government. Based,
to a great extent, on the pat-
tern of the Swiss political
system, the council of minis-
ters’ chairmanship has been
rotating annually. The cri-

By|PARMANAND

dom. Th‘a King stresses: “Tt
made me happy and proud
that Bhutan was finally
ready for democratic rule
which had been initiated
with the establishment of
district development comm-
ittees in 1981, and village
development committees in
19917, Clarifying his view
on Monarchy,
he says: “I have
always believed
that monarchy

Bhutan’s ties with India
are an example of how the big
and the small can be of great

use to each other

terion of precedence is the
votes polled by various
lyonpos. So far four lyonpos
— Jigmi Yozer Thinley,
Sangay Ngedup, Yeshey
Zimba and Khandu Wang-
chuk — have presided over
the council’s meetings, and
the fifth — Kinzang Dorji —
will be taking over as the
chairman soon. The sixth —
Thinley Gyamtsho, home
minister — may not get the
opportunity to preside over
the body, for the Lyonpos
were elected for five years
only.

The Thrizin or the chair-
man is also referred to as
the kingdom’s Prime Minis-
ter. The office of the Prime

“Minister had existed in the

form of “Lonchen” and two
Dorji brothers — Jigmie
Dorji (1958-64) and Lhen-
dup Dorji (1964-65) who
were rothers-in-law of
King Jigme Dorji Wang-
chuck — had occupied that
post. King Jigme Singye
Wangchuck insists that the
arrangement was only sym-
bolic and cosmetic, whereas
under the present dlspensa-
tion the King keeps com-
pletely aloof from the affairs
of the council of ministers.

King Jigme Singye Wang-

chuck not only preaches but .

always tries to ensure the
practice of decentralisation.
of political and decision-
making powers in the king--

is not the best
form of |

year plans and is soon going
to launch the Ninth Five-
Year Plan (2002-07). Parti-
cipation in the decision-
making process is highly va-
lued and one member from
every household is able to
ventilate the family’s aspi-
rations at the block level.

The Kingdom’s per capita
income has reached $645 —
probably highest in the

government for
it depends entirely on the
ability -and qualities of one
individual by virtue of birth
rather than merit”.

True, Bhutan has not held
any party-based or for that
matter universal adult fran-
chise-based elections so far,
but its march towards de-
mocracy and decentralisa-
tion has not been in doubt
since the early’ 50s. The
number of the elected offici-
als in the kingdom is increa-
sing. In neighbouring Ne-
pal, several questions are
surfacing about the King’s
proactive role in the politi-
cal system — not so in
Bhutan.

Like Britain, New Zealand,
Israel, Oman and Saudi
Arabia, Bhutan has no codi-
fied constitution. But it is on
the way to abandoning this
distinction. A 39-member
Constitution Drafting Com-
mittee, under the chief jus-
tice of the Supreme Court,
Dasho Sonam Tobgye, has
almost completed the first
draft of the Constitution —
which is to be placed before
the forthcoming 80th sess-
ion of the Tshogdu.

Bhutan has made ‘great
‘economic  strides” over the
-years throygh the planning
system. It has quite success-

fully completed eight five--

farming,

region. King Jigme Singye

Wangchuck stresses his
philosophy in the economic
sphere that the gross natio-
nal happiness is much more
important than the gross
national  product. The
King’s GNH philosophy is
based on the importance of
spiritual values of the king-
dom, and became prominent
after the sixth five-year
Plan in 1986. The yardsti-
cks adopted by the Royal
Bhutanese government are
not only material advance-
ment but spiritual well-
being, close family ties, job
satisfaction, clean environ-
ment and a general {eeling
of well being leading to a
better quality of life.

Where 85 per cent of the
seven lakh population is
dependent on subsistence
primary health
care is a priority, and has
already reached more than
90 per cent of the popu-
lation. With 72 per cent of
the kingdom under forest
cover Bhutan has been
successful in preserving its
natural environment. Bhu-
tan’s greatest economic
asset is its glacier-fed fast-
flowing rivers which can
generate a tremendous
amount of hydro power. To
safeguard this precious re-

~ India. Bhutan,

source, the kingdom always
tries to ensure the protec-
tion of its forest cover. The
contribution of the Chhukha
Hydro Power Corporation in
generating power and very
significantly enriching the
kingdom’s economy is im-
mense. It is a grand exam-
ple of cooperation between a
small (Bhutan) and a giant
(India) neighbour to their
mutual benefit.

Bhutan is giving a good
account of itself on the
external affairs front. True,
the refugees’ problem in
Nepal's camps remains to be
resolved but Nepal’s politi-
cal instability is very largel
responsible. In any case, the
verification exercise of th
inhabitants of one camp h
been completed, without
any dispute between Bh
tan and Nepal.

Despite 15 rounds of boun
dary talks with the People’
Republic of China sinc
1984, Bhutan has not been
able to resolve the border
demarcation problem but
the talks have gone on.
China tries to put pressure
on Bhutan to establish dip-
lomatic ties; the latter has
been trying to evade it.
Amidst all this, the two
countries signed in Beijing
on 8 December 1998 an ag-
reement on “Maintenance of
Peace and Tranquillity in
Bhutan-China Border Are-
as”.

Based on mutual trust and
economic cooperation Bhut-
an’s ties with India are an
example of how the big and
the small can be of great.use
to each other Bhutan's
increasing interactions with
China have not disturbed
like India’s
other neighbours, have ne-
ver played the China card.
On its part, India has
always been careful about
the small country’s sensiti-
vity. Lyonpo Dago Tshering,
Bhutan’s Ambassador to
India, rightly says that
strengthening ties between
Bhutan and India make
other South Asian states
think about the importance
of bilateral ties. One rea-
son for King Jime Singye
Wangchuck having not paid
a state visit to India for
such a long time is that

“there is no problem between

the two South Asian states
today.
P

P



“edjoy jo surey

-unow [nJneaq 9sayl ysnoayl

3urdura uorjeaadsap Jo S8LIO 3y}

Jeay J0U PIN0D 9M NpUBUIYIEY] UL
seisnf ‘Suryj e aeay 1,Ued oM

SN J9A0 SIOMO)

Jey} ureyunow ysry ay) puof

-3 2IJun3 JO punos ay) Yojed 0}

sxea J1ay3 ureais afdoasd aify 1aa0
ST UOIJBSISAUOD 3y} USYM

‘goead Suriq

pmoys sxre} sy} ‘Sunysdy oyl

ul AoUepusdse sures oym Jajemwt

ou jey)} ST SnSuasuod [ersusasd

Ay L, "way) ssaad jou op am pue’

yoeq 3urpioy aJje A8y} Jeafd st
11 1nq ‘@J3Y] pue aJay ULy e Isng
‘wsy} Jsuiese pres ST yonur 10N
'SISTORIA 94} UO JUIIS UTeIual
03 3asooyd afdoad 9y} T19ABMOL]
13004 3y} ojul ad
-0ad $20J0] PUe JNO SBWO0D AULIE
9} ‘9SJIN0J JO ‘SSI[U[} "910A O}
SISIORJAl U} JO padeos 00} aq [[Im
ardoad ‘sedeqia ur mnq ‘3ueqi]
ul pray aq Y3t 1 ISGUISAON
J0J pa[mpayos SUOI0aa 8y} Jnoqe
SuoISNI[I Ou saey a[doad aY,J,
*Ino parp sadoy
Y} JTBqUIBAON UL SoNI[IISoY
Jo uondumsal sy} Ja)Je g I8A0
sem JsJom 3} yeyl srdoad Butans
-SE PUNOJR Juam SISTOBIA 81,
‘sadoy Jo o[ B pasted
pey Jesk jse[ sJapes] 1SIOBN
9} puB JUsWUISA03 93 usamisq
S3y[e1 ayj Jey) sn s7[e} 0STe 9H
ST ay ojut
JIadaap poajeaieuad speod syl se
3aUWIT} JOAO PaudlIoys A[enpeas

PeY BIpU] 0} 03 03 [eMm 01 Pey Y
90UBISID 9} MOY S[[edal und
“J[eY B 01 810D MOU SBY SuTy)
-A13A0 Inq ‘ed[oy jo sired ajow
-2 31 Surloeat A[MO]S SeM 1AW
-dofeaap Moy sn s{[e} und ysuis
eyquIny] "yel 01 SUifTim st oym
ysapead (eyoewiy jojuaunged
-9p UOTIBSLLII 9y} WIOJJ J9U0lS
-uad e pul 03 AYony aie em
“[19s 01 yonur SuTyiou sey ay -—
s99.13e oy ‘doys e uado o} Suriup
3U0IpM "UBIOLIIOS[® Ue Se ersAe
-BIAl UT JUIIS Jeaf-000U) B J8)je
yoea st sadaeydoys 1eoof v
"S19JSUIE} pUBL
DUE eIUSART PUBT JO UOTIN9[[0D
SB UONS YI0M 2A[IRIISTUIIDE [[B
Mo £11e0 SISIORIA] AU, "and A9y}
‘saeak daau) jsed ay Joj juswr
-UIBA08 oUu U89q SeY atay,L, "Y[el
03 urSeq oardoad pue sn punoJe
paJayles sey pmodd e uoog

*apnOUo) SJdes]
9yl ‘ury yojed uwed 3Juryjou
‘QIT[ STY J0J SUTUUNJ ST 9U0 USYM
‘szansand 19y} SuruungIno ug
papaaoans Layy Aareuniaog

‘8ueqod WoJJ Aeme 30UB)STp
1J0ys e ‘[oayed ISIOBN € 0jUT UBX
A9} ‘pPoq JoALI ayl Suofe sAep
931y} J0J Aem I10Y) apewt SurAey
pue ures) uf j[nesse JSI0eA a3
adeasa 03} padeuew pey SI31pos
9ALJ MOY Sh [[9] S13Yoea) ayJ,

"8ueqr] ut uosLLIes
AurIe 9y} W0l a1y Yorad 01 sAep
991171 JSBI[ JB Soxe} } ‘J00] UQ I1e
woJy awod Afuo ued Jroddng
‘alaymou
JO S[PPIW 3Y) Ul pauolle)s ‘sem
AULIe 93} S[qetaunA MmOy pa[eaA
-al wWes U0 yoeye ayi Awre
3y} Aq paS8alsaq Sem eaJe auIes
oy} ur duwred Sururea) jS10B|N €
JayJe sAep 1sn(8utwo)) Key Ajrea

ur }oeqlas Jofew e patapns Aurie
3y} aJaym 3s Y} ST weH
“JSam 9y}
0} J9Y}InJ SA9[[BA OM] ‘Ures) ‘ul[
-a8pta 9y} Mo witoed A3y, -ade]
-IIA 8ueqod Ul SJ9UJe8)J00YIS
Unm JYSIu 8yl pusds am
A10310J93 ISTORIA] 3PISUL
daap parsou sade[[Ia ay) 01 Juif
ATUO S,9)€)S 9} aJe S[o0YJS Isay}
‘ao1a18s [e3sod aemn3aaar Jauiet
e woJy j31ede ‘joey Ul ‘Suruung
111IS 8Je S[00YDS ‘UBY} PUe Mou
dn sageq; eyl 3unysiyy syl pue
Aouad1awe sy} a31dsep Jey) uJes|
0] astadans juesesrd e ST 3]
‘sJarrenb
-peay J9L1)STp 8yl 01 Lem STy U0
J810ea) e ST uBwW 9y, ‘TedaN ur
dnoa8 omuyla ueurang-ueiaqly,
1sa8ae[ ayj aedely A[puBUrUOD
-aad ST Jey} uoI3ag STy} Ul JapIs
-0 Ue ST 8y MOYS Saanjeaj (uiux
-yead [M1y) unyeg sty ing ‘dsepo
JSIOBIN jIewaped} B SI SIy)
P03 U29( 9A 3M — ULJTJ ST ayeys
-puey SIH ‘WOJJ 9 9m aJaUm
yse pue asned 03 aw) Sey ay
*$S0J98 W00 am uewr Sunox Sur
-300[-[NJI99YD aUO0 ATUO ST aJ9Y}
Kep ay3 Inoysnoay; Suryrem
"ISIORIN ©
SYI[ }0O] 01 SUI8a( JageffIa L1940
‘st ed[oy jeyl Suipes e[rIens
JISSBIO 31} U 'S93.10] £11INd9s 8y}
£q pety umed srdosd jusdouur
Auew oS Jp s310dad aqe a19y) Aym
eap1 Ue 18§ 0} suidaq osfe auQ
JTun J{oy) 10 awroy Aem I19y}
uo m.HS 31 «Qoﬁwwn pmod wcoﬁ

SuIpLNS UsWIOM pUe uallt SunoA
PITPOG-I[qR M3F AU} Jeyl 103dsns
g diey jouued auo ‘snyy,
*$90.10F £111M098 WOy
juswissedey Jeingar jo ssnen
-3q OS[e pue Aw.Je 1SIORJA 8U2
ojul JusW[oIUs PadI0] adeoss
03 1391 e eary Kes ajdoad ‘sumnok
ayL ‘edioyg ur 2upyLns £Li12a
St 3uno£ 3y} Jo souasqe sy,
“UBAPTIYD Aq PO
-pua) a1e sesnoy a9y} a[Tym surLId
a8y} 1sed [[@m aJe sSpral] a8yl
Ut SuTyIom $99s a0 ofdoad may
YL, "PIIBATINO T[9M 2T SPTaT1 211}
y8noyj polrassp Arenbe weoc
Aem 3yl 3uofe sagerjia ouf,
"SITWIL[ UMO) 212
8pISING PaIsYId} UTR.T) SN B ST
31T JO UOTIROTPUT AUO ST, ‘Do
ay) uo 3uryrem ApoqAue ATpaey
ST a8y} ‘9ynoa Apddns Joleur e
Se IUBDIJTUSIS SII f[e J10] Ing
AWy Uon)RIaqIy
$,91d09 SISTOBIA 8} YIIm Snowr
-AUOUAS 31003 3ARY Jel[} S8ureu
— SJOLIISIp wnyny pue edjoy
Jo syred Jaddn ayy) J0j sUIAJI B ST
ued sTyL
‘Broyy
rsun
ay} guore
premyliou
o S9NLIIS
[Tex}-3003
B uneysims
je “spua peod

Joouwr oyl
9I0UM :€g dunp ‘npuewyiey

VAVHL v_s.ﬁn WO¥A

)JSIORJA © I Y 0O] 0} m:_wen u:c%.?»@

n

RN

RS

TELEGRAPKH



" CRISIS IN NEPAL

epal is moving fast in the direction
Nof political uncertainty and com-

plexity. The more the situation
appears to be easing, the more
complicated it becomes. A state of
emergency is in place, albeit without
any parliamentary approval. The
Pratinidhi Sabha stands dissolved, and
slated to go to the polls on 13
November. But the question is, will the
kingdom go to the polls 18 months
ahead of the scheduled date — or will
the Pratinidhi Sabha be revived by the
Supreme Court?

In any case, on 6 June the Supreme
Court of the Himalayan kingdom issued
a show-cause notice to the government
on petitions challenging the dissolution
of the Pratinidhi Sabha and the call for
‘mid-term polls by Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba. The apex court has
ordered the government to furnish the
replics through the Attorney General’s
Office on separatc pleas filed by 56
Nepali Congress MPs, five of the small
Left parties and a lawyer on 5 Junc.

Three lawyers had filed a petition on 24 |

May. All the petitions. urge. the
Supreme Court to reinstate the House
with a view to forming an alternative
government.

Before its term

All eyes are now focused on the
Supreme Court. This is not the first
time the Nepali Pratinidhi Sabha has
been dissolved before the completion of
its full term. On 11 July 1994, the then
constitutional monarch, King Birendra
Bir Bikram Shahdeva, had dissolved the
lower house on the recommendation of
the then Prime Minister, Girija Prasad
Koirala. The House would have
normally existed till May 1996.

On 13 June 1996, King Birendra dis-
solved the Pratinidhi Sabha on the reco-
mmendation  of the then Prime
Minister, Manmohan Adhikari, who
was heading a minority ministry. The
House should have normally continued
to be in existence till November 1999.
On 26 July 1994, four persons filed a
writ petition in the Supreme Court
challenging the dissolution of the
House and  requesting for its
reinstatement. After several hearings,
the Supreme Court rejected the writ
petition tnd upheld the dissolution.

On 19 June 1995, Lokendra Bahadur
Chand. leader of the Rashtriva Praja-
tantra Party and a former Prime Minis-
ter. filed aowrit petition it the Supreme

Court praying that the recommendation

of the Prime Minister, Manmohan
Adhikari. for the dissolgliun of the
Pratinidhi Sabha be invatidated on the
ground that it*violated the spirit and

The author is Hon. Director, South Asian
Studies Foundation, New Delli.

A Period Of Uncertainty G
By PARMANAND
ideals of the 1990 Constitution. On 20 The latest dissolution of the

June 1995, President of the Nepal
Sadbhavana Party, Gajendra Narayan
Singh, filed an identical petition.
Indeed. in all, seven petitions came to
be filed for the same purpose. On 16
July, the Supreme Court began hearing
on the seven petitions. On 28 August
1995, the 11-member special bench by a
majority of 8-3 declared the dissolution

of the House as unconstitutional and
accordingly reinstated the House of
Representatives. The actions of Prime
Minister Adhikari and King Birendra
were annulled by the Supreme Court. In
a way, this was the beginning of a new
era.

Later decisions

These episodes had a significant
bearing on King Birendra's subsequent
decisions, When on 8 January 1998, the
then Prime Minister. Surya Bahadur
Thapa, recommended the dissolution of
the House and a {resh clection. King
Birendra did  not accept that
immediately. Instead, he referred the
matter to the Supreme Court for its
opinion under Article 88(3) of the 1990
Constitution.

On 4 February 19980 the Supreme
Court gave its verdict in favour of a
special session of the House —
request for which had been made by 96
MPs. In a very significant way, King
Bircndra had made a very conscious
effort to play the role of a true
constitutional monarch. By this act, he
had cndcared himsel! to Nepalese
politicians.

Pratinidhi Sabha on 22 May is bound to
generate a great deal of debate. The
role of the Supreme Court will also
remain a matter of serious debate and
discussion. Various developments have
brought into sharp focus the conflict
between government formation and
governance in the real sense.

Various questions are being asked

about the future role of King
Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shahdeva, who
ascended the throne on 4 June last year
following the assassination of his
brother King Birendra and death of his
nephew King Dipendra. The failure in
governance on the part of the
democratic forces and the challenges
thrown by the Maoists have heightened
the debate.

Though only onc year has passed
since King Gyanendra assumed the
throne, various political elements have
called for a more assertive role by him.
Unlike  his late  brother, King
Gyanendra has been  giving more
interviews to the media. Close on the
heels of his first visit to the Maoist-
infested hills of western Nepal and the
Army chief’s criticism of the politicians’
role in combating  anti-Maoist
campaign. several leaders have called
for a more assertive role for the King,

Senior Rashtriva Prajatantra Party
leader Parshu Narayan Chaudhary —
who was education minister in the BP
Koirala ministry (1959-60) and general
secretary of the Nepali Congress (1960-
68) - - said recently that there “is total
chaos everywhere, only the King can
put the country on the track”.

Chaudhary, 74, along with a few RPP
leaders — including former home
minister Padma Sundar ~Lawati —
called for the King'’s initiative to break
the deadlock.- On his part; in the
beginning of May, King Gyanendra do-
nated Rs 2 million to help civilian vic-
tims of the Maoist conflict and the
families of soldiers killed in action since
November. . This did enhance his
popularity to some extent.

-Against the backdrop of these deve-
lopments, inter-party and intra-party

-developments are giving different

signals. Technically speaking, Deuba no
longer remains a member of the NC.
Though his ministers have not been

‘expelled from the party, they have

defied the order of the party president
Girija Prasad Koirala. Deuba is trying’
to oust Koirala from the party
presidency. Former Prime Minister and-
NC president Krishna Prasad Bhattarai
is trying to effect a rapprochement
between the two. But currently his
health does not permit him to play a;
very vital role. . '

It is difficult to say what would be the
nature, structure and character of the
NC which will face the 13 November
parliamentary polls — should that be
held in the first place.

Parting of ways

There are analysts who feel that
some sort of understanding would
emerge between Deuba and Koirala.
Others feel that their parting of ways is
final. Many straws in the wind indicate
that Koirala is trying to ensure the
revival of the House and once again
become the kingdom’s Prime Minister
~ for the record fifth time since 1991.

Nepal’s economy is not in a position
to bear the burden of frequent
nationwide clections at short intervals.
Its foreign exchange reserves are not in
good shape. Tourism — a very
significant component of the kingdom’s
economy — is not contributing
substantially to the kingdom'’s economic
health. The Nepal Tourism Board
quoted the number of tourists visiting
Nepal this year to be 70,063 compared
to 103,875 during the same period in
2001, This state of affairs cxists despite
the concessions offered. The safety and
security problem looms large in the
minds of tourists.

Obviously, the investors do not find
the overall milieu appropriate. Many
have withdrawn; others are thinking of
doing so. Maoist insurgents have atta-
ched and damaged various installations,
The government seems to be having an
upper hand in its endeavour to crush
the Maoist insurgents. But many
innocent people are losing their lives,
Prime  Minister Deuba  himself
confesses that curbing terrorism will
take time.
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Deuba elected Ne

Kathmandu: Nepal’s ruling
party on Wednesday elected
caretaker
Prime Minis-
ter Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba
} to be its new
president,
consolidating
his power
within  the
strife-torn or-

Deuba

ganisation.

Deuba was elected uncon-
tested by a national conven-
tion of the Nepali Congress
(NC) held in Kathmandu, of-
ficials said.

On Tuesday the NC threw
out former president Girija
Prasad Koirala, after he ex-
pelled Deuba from the party
in May for three years in
protest at his recommenda-

SN
tion to King Gyanendra t

dissolve Parliament and ca
early elections.

The convention also over-

turned the expulsion order
on 56-year-old Deuba.

“We are very delighted
that we have been able to
choose Deuba as the Nepali
Congress party president,”
said deputy home minister
Devendra Raj Kandel.

Koirala has made no pub-
lic comment on his removal
as party president, but had
earlier said the convention,
which was called by Deuba,
was “illegal” because it was
called by an expelled member
of the party.

Chakra Prasad Bastola,
former foreign minister and
supporter of Koirala, alleged
on Tuesday that some of

those attending the conven-
tion were not official dele-
gates. “Many of the partici-
pants are false and this was
done without honouring the
party constitution and
norms,” he said.

But minister of state for
physical planning and tech-
nology, Bal Bahadur Balayar,
refuted the charge.

“The election of Deuba is
legal and constitutional
since there are enough dele-
gates here,” he said.

The elections are due to be
held on November 13. The NC
currently has 113 seats in the
205-member lower house of
Parliament. Any split in the
party would be likely to bene-
fit the main opposition Nepal
Communist Party-United
Marxist and Leninist (NCP-

pall Congress chief

UML), which has 69 MPs.
Gyanendra dissolved Par-
liament on Deuba’s advice on
May 22 as it looked set to re-
ject an extension of emer-
gency rule imposed in No-
vember to combat Maoist in-
surgency. The King later uni-
laterally extended the special
measures for three months.
The rift between Koirala
and Deuba is deeply person-
al, with each accusing the
other of failing to take strong
action against the Maoists.
Deuba took over from
Koirala in July 2001 pledging
to end the rebellion peaceful-
ly, but the Maoists broke a
ceasefire with his govern-
ment in November, prompt-
ing the King to deploy the
army against the guerrillas
for the first time. ase /
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—Deuba retained,
Koirala rengoved

,}f,\
Press Trust of india

KATHMANDU, June 181~
Political crisis in  Nepal
deepened today as the rulipg
Nepali Congress overturned an
order expelling caretaker Prime
Minister Mr Sher Bahadur
Deuba from the party and
decided to remove his arch-rival
Mr Girija Prasad Koirala from
the post of party president.

The party, at its 10th general
convention called by Mr Deuba,
agreed to scrap Mr Koirala's
decision to expel Mr Deuba for
three years for recommending
dissolution of parliament and
declaration of elections in Nove-
mber. The convention, which
began yesterday, accepted a
proposal to remove Mr Koirala
from the post of party president,
party central working com-mittee
member and minister  for

constru ion and p}xysnml plan-
ning, Mr Chiranjivi Wagle said,
and added the new president will
be elected tomorrow. A three-
member election com-mission
headed by Mr Basanta Kumar
Gurung was also announced.

Mr Koirala has, however, said
the convention was “illegal” as
Mr Deuba, who was expelled,
had no right to call the meeting.

The developments threaten to
split Nepal's oldest political
party. Prominent party leaders
including former deputy prime
minister Mr  Ramchandra
Poudyal and Speaker of the
House of Representatives, Mr
Taranath Ranabhat, kept away
from the meeting. They were
among the leaders who tried to
broker a reconciliation between
Mr Deuba and Mr Koirala.

The Deuba faction claimed
824 of 1,465 general convention
members attended the meet. -
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Kathmandu, June 9 (Reuters):
A senior leader of Nepal’sruling
Nepali Congress party said
today that China has promised to
help the impoverished Hi-
malayan nation fight Maoist
rebels seeking to topple the con-
stitutional monarchy.

“They (the Chinese) have
promised to provide all the possi-
ble help in the fight against the
terrorists,” Girija Prasad
Koirala, president of the Nepali
Congress, told reporters after a
week-long visit to Beijing.

His statement came as the
state-run news agency, Rastria
Samachar Samiti, reported
troops had killed 17 Maoist guer-
rillas in weekend gun battles
across Nepal which has been
under a state of emergency since
last November when rebels
walked out of peace talks and
launched a wave of bloody at-
tacks.

Koirala did not specify vAv%
type of assistance ChinaAiad
promised to give Nepal t0 help
crush the Maoist rebels who ‘
draw their - inspiration from |
Chinese revolutionary leader |
Mao Zedong and are trying to set 1

!

up a one-party communist re-
public.

Political analysts say the |
Maoist rebels and China have
nothing in common as Beijing
is seen by the guerrillas as hav-
ing deviated from Mao’s teach-
ings by adopting capitalist prac-
tices. Last month, Nepali Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
visited Washington during
which US President George W.
Bush pledged $20 million in sup-
port for the Nepalese forces.

Nepali army officers have
said they need everything from
boots and bullets to helicopters
to win the battle against the
Maoists. India is already provid-
ing Nepali troops with military
hardware such as helicopters.




Kathmandu, June 6 (Reuters):
Nepal’s Supreme Court asked
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba today to explain the disso-
lution of parliament after 61 for-
mer deputies challenged the
move in court, the latest twist in
the country’s political crisis.

The members of the disband-
ed legislature, 56 of them from
the ruling Nepali Congress
party, said the move was uncon-
stitutional during a state of
emergency.

. Deuba had asked Nepal's
King Gyanendra to disband par-
liament last month after his
Nepali Congress party refused to
back his plan to extend emer-

SC questio ] e,
dissolution b@&gt&b@

gency rule to tackle an increas-
ingly bloody Maoist revolt.

Nepal imposed emergency
rule, which gives sweeping pow-
ers to the military, after the
Maoists walked out of peace
talks with the government and
resumed their six-year revolt to
overthrow the constitutional
monarchy.

“The Prime Minister has
been asked to furnish his writ-
ten replies before June 19 when

the hearing on the writ petitions.

will start,” court spokesman
Durga Dawadi said.

The former deputies who
have challenged the dissolution
said the term of the parliament

R ARLARALY!
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could be extended for a period of
one year if necessary during a
state of emergency.

“But it is not proper to dis-
solve the House and hold early
elections when there is a state of
emergency in the country”
Shankar Prasad Pandey, a
Nepali Congress member seek-
ing the restoration of the legisla-
ture said. Apart from the 56
Nepali Congress members, the
legal challenge was backed by
members of smaller parties.

Parliament was dissolved
days before emergency rule was
due to run out on May 24. Deuba
also called fresh elections for No-
vember 13. In response, the Ne-
pali Congress party expelled De-
uba from their ranks. Constitu-
tional experts said there was no
precedent of a dissolution of
parliament during emergency
rule.

In 1995, the Supreme Court
overturned a similar decision
when a minority communist
government faced certain defeat
in a no-confidence vote.

In 1994, the court approved
the dissolution of parliament
when the government was de-
feated in a parliamentary vote by
dissidents from the then ruling
Nepali Congress.




< b’ 0
i ]
' PPRESS TRUST OF INDIA
R

|

Deuba moots |
new partx\k

A\
KATHMANDU, June 1. -
Crisis within the Nepali
Congress furthered deep-
ened with Prime Minister
Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba
hinting at floating a new

_outfit. “T've deep affection

for the party, for which 1

have served for such a long
time, but after the expulsion
I cannot contest the election
as an independent candi-
date. I need a party at least
to contest the elections,” Mr
Deuba said here yesterday.
Meanwhile, efforts are on
within the Nepali Congress
to withdraw the action tak-
en against Mr Deuba and
placate him by promoting
some of his men in the rank
and file of the party. But the
present stalemate is unlike-
ly to be resolved until next

week as party president Mr
Girija Prasad Koirala is
leaving for Beijing tonight.
Photo exhibition on Bi-
rendra: Thousands of Nep-
alese queued under the hot
sun today to see a photo ex-
hibition dedicated to their
popular King Birendra, ex-
actly one year after he was
murdered by his own son.
Keeping cool with hats,
umbrellas and hand-held
bamboo fans, people waited
patiently to view the 166
photographs taken by the
king’s personal physician.




“Party expels Deuba
for three years,.

S 4(
7

KATHMANDU, May 26. — Ncpales
Prime Minister Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba
was today expelled from his party by its
disciplinary committee for three years for
dissolving the Parliament without con-
sulting the party.

The party asked “all the ministers be-
longing to the Nepali Congress to quit
the ministry as the government headed
by Mr Deuba is no longer a Nepali Con-
gress government,” the party's deputy
general secretary Mr Govinda Raj Joshi
said, Mr Deuba will continue to stay on
as carctaker Prime Minister until the
clections. Mr Joshi also ruled -out the
possibility of a split in the party cven af-
ter Mr Deuha's expulsion from member-
ship of the party. He said the party will
contest clections as “it is a democratic

Press Trust of India

party and hchcvcs in clections, But the
clection must be free and fair and secur-
ity must be provided for the voters,” He
said the party president Mr GP Koirala
had asked Mr Deuba’s council of minis-
ters to resign or face expulsion.
However. the minister for tourism, civ-
il aviation and culture, Mr Bal Bahadur
KC, said: "1t was a wrong decision of the
party, This will invite misfortune for the
party. democracy and the country,”
Muaoists denounce Deuba: Nepal's Mao-
ist rebel leader Puspa Kamal Dahal, alias
Prachand. today criticised the decision by
caretaker prime minister Mr Deuba to
extend the emergency.
“Palitical parties had protested against
the extension of the state of emergency
and desired talks between the govern-
ment and the Maoists to resolve the
country's problems,” the Maoist chair-
man said in  statement, /
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Deuba running o

FROM BHARAT BHUSHAN

New Delhi, May 25: After being
- suspended from the Nepali Con-
* gress by his arch-rival and party
president Girija Prasad Koirala,
- the Nepali Prime Minister Sher
- Bahadur Deuba may have no op-
" tion except to split the Nepali
Congress or to form a new politi-
cal party.

Deuba enjoys majority sup-
port in the parliamentary party
while Koirala reigns supreme in
the Central Working Committee

-(CWC), the apex decision mak-
ing body of the party.

The only leaders who can pre- -

vent the Nepali Congress from
breaking up are — Girija Prasad
Koirala, who is opposed to
Deuba; Krishna Prasad Bhat-
tarai, who patronises Deuba;
and Khumbahadur Khadka,
home minister in the present

“government. They comprise the
old-guard which has consistent-
1y fought against the royalist and
conservative forces and are un-
likely to do anything that would
-strengthen these forces in Nepal
-again.

Observers of the Nepali polit-
ical scene, however, believe that
Deuba may opt for forming a
‘new party inst of splitting
the Nepali Congreés. Either way,
politics in this tiny Himalayan
kingdom will get acutely po-
larised between the conservative
and the democratic forces.

"Deuba’s suspension has
brought to a head the long brew-
ing conflict between the govern-
ment and the party. The primary
issue of conflict is: Who takes
policy decisions — the party or
the government? The party be-
lieves that policy decisions must
be cleared by it. Deuba clearly
does not think so — at least not
any longer.

The conflict betwedn Deuba
and the party leadershiyp is both
personal and ideological. Per-
sonal, because Koirala, the party
president, had to make way for
Deuba as Prime Minister under
humiliating circumstances. He
would like to rehabilitate him-
self.

Deuba is seen by the support-
ers of Koirala as someone lack-
ing in political wisdom and un-
able to carry not only his own
party but also the other political
parties with him. They, of
course, see Koirala possessing
both these qualities.

However, the conflict be-
tween Deuba and the Nepali
Congress is also ideological.
Prime Minster Deuba is in
favour of extending the state of
internal emergency in the coun-
try. But his own party leadership
is opposed to giving a virtually
unaccountable role to the army
over an extended period of time.
Under the provisions of the in-
ternal emergency, civil liberties
are suspended and the army’s ac-
tions in tackling the Maoist in-
surgency cannot be legally ques-
tioned.

Already a belief is gaining
ground that the Royal Nepalese
Army, not being well trained in
anti-insurgency operations, has
been killing a number of inno-
cents merely on the suspicion of
their being Maoist sympsthis-
ers.
The Nepali Congress also
claims that a number of its ac-
tive cadres in the hinterland are
being eliminated by the army
under the guise of anti-insur-
gency operations. The party
would, therefore, like to make
the army accountable by restor-
ing civil liberties.

The Palace and the Royal
Nepalese Army are arguably the

K - P A
two most conservative forces in
Nepali society. Nepal’s fledgling
democracy has been suspicious
of both — and not without rea-
son. Together they have subvert-
ed democracy in Nepal in the
past not once but twice.

Another extension of the
emergency provisions, many in
Nepali Congress believe, would
lead to the strengthening of
these forces of conservatism at
the cost of democracy. They,
therefore, believe that by extend-
ing the state of internal emer-
gency, Deuba is playing into the
hands of the Palace and the
army.

Deuba, after having got King
Gyanendra to dissolve Parlia-
ment, has called for elections in
November. His critics see in this
another pointer to the compro-
mises that they allege he is mak-
ing with the Palace and the army.
The November elections, if they
are held at all, they think, would
require Deuba taking the help of
the army. Otherwise, his oppo-
nents believe, Deuba cannot
hope to win.

Deuba’s detractors also have
a plan to counter the Maoist in-
surgency but under a newly en-
acted law. The very Parliament
which Deuba has helped dissolve
had for the first time passed a
law called “Aatank-kari Evam
Vidhvansatmak Niyantran Ain

(Terrorism and Disruptive Ac-

tivities Control Act)”. Koirala
and his supporters argue that
the army action against the
Maoists should now be carried
out under this new law This
would help restore civil liberties
and make army action account-
able. ‘
Girija Prasad Koirala; what-
ever his faults, has alwaysbeen a
reluctant supporter of the emer-

- gency. It is true that when he was

ut of options

the Prime Minister, he had also
wanted the army to go into ac-
tion against the Maoists. He
managed to get the army out of
the barracks but could not get it
to act. The army wanted a state
of emergency declared before it
went into action. Koirala, who
did not want to give the army a
free run refused. Eventually, he
had to resign over a massive
Maoist attack at Houlleri in
Rukum district where the
army’s role remained question-
able.

However, the party reluctant-
ly supported the emergency for
three months last November. But
this was after three rounds of
talks had been held with the
Maoists and after they had
walked out of the talks without
giving any reason. Later, when
the emergency was sought to be
extended, for another three
months, Deuba went to the party
and compelled the party leader-
ship to appeal to the Opposition
to support the extension. This
time around, however, he did not
even bother to consult the party.

Today, Deuba agrees with his
national security secretariat
that not extending the state of
emergency would put the army
at a disadvantage. He believes
that the back of the Maoists has
already been broken and the
army needs to conduct the anti-
insurgency operations without
having to look over its shoulder.

The party leadership, howev-
er, is veering around to the view
that this is not a law and order
problem and that a dialogue with
the Maoists is essential,

Unfortunately, however, the
ideological debate within the
Nepali Congress has got lost be-
hind what are perceived to be the
irreconcilable ambitions of its

leaders; /

L g

T TELERApy
2 & mAY 2002




33 mgmstem/back De

‘Agenciés Q"\Nf

KATHMANDU, May 24. - Af-
firming their faith in Prime Min-
ister Sher Bahadur Deuba, 33
Nepal ministers today backed
their keader’s decision to recom-
mend dissolution of the coun-
try’s parliament. In a joint state-
ment, the ministers asked the
ruling Nepali Congress party
president to withdraw disciplina-
ry action initiated against Mr
Deuba. “We arc one with the
Prime Minister at this crucial
moment,” their statement said.

Nepali Congress  yesterday
suspended Mr Deuba from ordi-

nary mem wrshlp of the party
for ‘his decision to extend emer-
gency and dissolving parlianicnt
without consulting the party.
This was followed by resigna-
tions of three ministers loval to
party president Mr Girija Prasad
Koirala.

Today, the 33 ministers, in-
cluding home minister Mr
Khum Bahadur Khadka. minis-
ter for information and commu-
nication Mr Jayprakash Prasad
Gupta, and minister for housing
and physical planning Mr Chir-
injivi Wagle, expressed their full
support to Mr Deuba. As the
party has dirccted the govern-
ment to withdraw the motion to

lga

extend cmergency rle by six
months, the governmelit had no
option but go for fresi| polls to
protect the life and prgperty of
people and maintain national se-
curity, they said.

King Gyanendra, on Mr Deu-
ba’s advice, disbanded the 205-
scat parliament on Wednesday
as it scemed set to reject a six-
month extension of emergency
rule, and called new elections on
13 November. The ministers’
move today decpens Nepal's po-
litical crisis at a time its army is
battling Maoist rebels. The
emergency lapses tomorrow.
without a two-thirds vote of tl
parliament to extend it.
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King dissolves

Nepal H

Keshav Pradhan \)(’ \
\

Kathmandu, May 22

KING GYANENDRA on late
Wednesday  dissolved the
Nepalese Parliament and or-
dered mid-term elections on No-
vember 13. The move followed
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba recommending dissolu-
tion of the House. The King
asked Deuba to continue in of-
fice till the elections.

Earlier in the day, the ruling
Nepali Congress directed Deuba
to withdraw his motion in Par-
liament seeking an extension of
the Emergency by another six
months. The move comes amid
differences within the Congress
basically over the role of the
Royal Nepalese Army (RNA)
during the Emergency. Congress
leaders loyal to party president
GP Koirala alleged that Deuba
decided to extend the Emer-
gency at the Army’s behest and
without the party’s approval.

This, they feared, will ulti-
mately put the kingdom’s fledg-
ling democracy in jeopardy.

ouse (\

The Army o\ Tuesday clari-
fied that it did\not exert any
pressure on the Government to
prolong the Emergency that
comes to an end on May 25.

Information minister Jay
Prakash Prasad Gupta also of-
fered a similar clarification af-
ter the Government registered
the motion last week. The mo-
tion, which is supposed to come
up for discussion on Thursday,
needs the sanction of two-third
MPs of the 205-member Parlia-
ment. The Emergency was im-
posed on November 26 to con-
tain the Maoist insurgency.

The Congress mounted pres-
sure on Deuba on Tuesday, giv-
ing him 24 hours to justify the
proposed extension of the
Emergency.

Twenty-three of the 30 mem-
bers present at its central com-
mittee meeting called for with-
drawal of the motion, even
though Deuba strongly defend-
ed his action.

The 112-member Congress
parliamentary party will take a
final decision later tonight. Out

Sher Babadur Deuba
Stumped

of total 36 members of the Cabi-
net working Committee, six were
absent during the meeting and
seven, including Deuba, have !
written note of dissent in the
minute book.

Finance Minister Ram Sha-
ran Mahat, former deputy
prime minister Ramchandra
Poudyal and Minister for Hous-
ing and Physical Planning Chi-
ranjibi Wagle were among the
CWC members who differed
with the party’s decision to
withdraw the motion.

Deuba said, “The decision to
extend the emergency rule was
not against the party’s policy
and the opposition parties also
gave a green signal in favour of

”

the extension. /
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‘Maoists talks offer s

Y
Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, May 18

SPURNING THE Maoists’ talks
offer, the Nepal Government
has called a session of Parlia-
ment on May 23 to extend the
Emergency to continue its mili-
tary campaign against the Com-
munist insurgency.

The Emergency, imposed on
November 26 last after the
rebels unilaterally broke a
three-month ceasefire, ends on
May 25. The Government has to
obtain the support of two-
thirds members of the House to
extend it further.

The decision to summon Par-

liament was taken after Prime -

Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
held an all-party meeting on

\P“ On Wednesday, Ma01st
chief Pushpakamal Dahal had
expressed his willingness to re-
sume dialogue with the Gov-
ernment.

The fate of the emergency de-
pends much on the support of
the Opposition because the rul-
ing Nepali Congress (NC) has
just 112 representatives in the
205-member House. The
strength of four mainstream
Communist parties, who have
so far opposed the extension of
the Emergency, is 76.

Not only this, NC president
and former Prime Minister GP
Koirala has also expressed
reservations about continuing
the Emergency.

Against this backdrop, the
presence of heads of the Royal

/pugned

Nepalese Army, civil and police
wings and the intelligence de-
partment at the all-party was
significant.

They stressed the need for
continuing the Emergency to
rid the kingdom.of the insur-
gency. Pro-Deuba NC leaders
said the Opposition’s response
was positive, even though Com-
munists and Koirala loyalists
took exception to the Prime
Minister’s decision to seek sup-
port for the Emergency in front
of Army and police chiefs.

The Prime Minister, who re-
turned-last week from a tour of
the US and UK, faced fierce do-
mestic criticism over his move
to seek foreign assistance to
contain the Maoists’

insurgency. /
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Ne epal seeks truce

FROM GOPALSHARMA

Kathmandu, May 10 (Reuters):
Nepal insisted today there could
be no peace talks with Maoist
rebels until they laid down their
arms, but said it was seeking

proof that their unllateral de a-
ration of a month-long ceasefire
was genuine. “The government
is trying to find out whether the
ceasefire offer is sincere and au-
thentic,” said physical planning
minister Chiranjibi Wazle, who

YHE TELEGRAPH
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led the government team in
peace talks that collapsed last
year.

But for peace talks to resume
to settle the six-year revolt, the
rebels “must provide a credible
basis to show their sincerity and
for this must lay down their
arms”, he said. However, a sen-
ior Maoist leader denied that the
guerrilla group had announced
plans for a one-month ceasefire,
the BBC reported today.

The BBC’s Hindi-language
service quoted Dina Nath Shar-
ma, who sits on the Maoist’s top
decision-making committee, as
calling the report of the cease-
fire“a conspiracy hatched by the
Nepali government to confuse
the struggling masses”.

The rebels announced yester-
day a month-long ceasefire from
May 15 in an e-mail to the media
after authorities said they had
killed hundreds of guerrillas in
a massive blitz and the US
pledged military aid to the gov-
ernment. The e-mail bore the
name of rebel commander
Prachanda which translates as
“the awesome one” and while its
origin could not be verified, the
rebels have used e-mail to com-
municate in the past.

However, a political analyst
in Kathmandu, who closely fol-
lows leftist and Maoist move-
ments in Nepal cast doubt on the
authenticity of the email.

“I have learned from reliable
sources that the Maoist party
has not sent any statement about
a ceasefire so far,” Shyam
Shrestha, also editor of Nepali
monthly news magazine
Mullyankan, said. ’

Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, on a visit to the
US, said yesterday the rebels
could not be trusted.

Speaking from New York, he
said talks to end the revolt could
start if the Maoists, fighting to
topple the impoverished king-
dom’s constitutional monarchy;,
agreed to renounce violence. Y
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KATHMANDU, May 8. — Af-
ter losing nearly 600 of their
men in five days of military of-
fensive, Maoist rebels in Nepal
retaliated in a big way overnight
targeting army posts and patrol
killing over 104 security person-
nel, including soldiers.

Twenty rebels were also killed,
official sources said.

Over 500 heavily armed guer-
rillas struck a joint army-police
base late last night in the remote
Gam village in Rolpa district
killing over 100 personnel, po-
lice sources said.

Reinforcements were sent im-

mediately and a defence minis-
try statement said security forces
were engaged in a fierce ex-
change of fire with the Maoists
till late this afternoon.

It said the terrorists attacked
the base around 11 p.m. with au-
tomatic weapons looted earlier
from army barracks.

Out of 200 army and police
personnel deployed in the area,
the sources said more than haif
were killed and whereabouts of
others were still not known as
the communication with the dis-
trict remained cut off. Some
Maoists are also reported to

Maoists hit back. }
“"104 securitym

Rolpa district since 3 M

“Amnesty International is
killed, as provided by the »
tional standards which req
right to life and refrain from
necessary have not been res)
watchdog said in a state

“There could be more
is eonnnumg and several
surrounded,” Amnesty said. — P/

have been killed during the en-
counter, the sources added.

“Communication with the
Centre has been broken. We are
awaiting detailed reports,” a po-
lice officer said.

Twenty Maoist rebels, includ-
ing two women, were killed in
another encounter in Chainpur,
400 km east of Kathmandu, the
sources said.

The encounter took place
when the Maoists attacked a po-
lice post in which four police
personnel were also killed and
15 injured. The army later re-
gained control of the post, the
statement said.

It said security forces foiled an

. il

é

attempt by the rebels to destroy
an army-police base in the area.
Over 500 Maoist ultras were
killed in last week’s military op-
eration in Lisne Lek in Rolpa.
Acting Prime Minister Mr
Chirinjivi Wagle today reviewed
the present security situation at
a top-level meeting in the
capital,
official said.

a defence ministry

The meeting attended by

senior ministers, army chief,
inspector general of police and
senior officials of National Inve-
stigation Department and Arm-
ed Police Forces evaluated the
anti-terror operations condu-
cted by the joint security forces.
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al rebels bury peace
opes with tpen‘ dead

CATHERINE PHILIP é \= u

THE TIMES, LONDON

SATBARIYA (Nepal), May
4. — When the Maoists reb-
els descended on the police
garrison in the dead of night,
they brought grave-diggers
with them. As the rebels
peppered the garrison with
gunfire, the diggers set to
work in the muddy riverbed,
carving out a shallow grave
ready for the bodies of their
comrades.

As each rebel fell, shot by
the panic-stricken policemen
inside, another would drag
the body to the waiting
grave. Then he, too, would
join the battle. “Every time
one was killed, another
would run up in his place
and pick up the weapon he
had dropped and fight,” one
policeman said. “They kept
coming, wave after wave.”

Almost 100 rebels died that
night before the police ran
out of ammunition. Then the
remaining rebels stormed
the garrison, executed the
officers and melted back into
the countryside bearing a
cache of looted weapons,
ready for the next raid.

The attack, one of a string
of assaults on security forces
last month, suggested that
far from being deterred by
the new military offensive
against them, the Maoist
rebels are growing more dar-

- Maojst toll rises to 440

EKATHMANDU, May 4. — Continuing :their offensive
against the Mamsts security forces killed 350 rebels in
western Nepal takmg the toll in two days of operations in
Lisen and Boktan districts to 440 even as its lost one of its
personnel in the operations, the defence ministry said
today. Security forces also arrested two terrorists during

the period.

'I"he Nepalese Prime Minister has ruled out any talks
with the rebels nnless they surrender along with their

arms.
 Meanwhile, the USA has said it had no plans to set up a
xmktary base in Nepal Wxth a view to cnunter Chinese in-

fluence in the region.

Nepai and Bihar have set ﬁp - Jomt team at their border
revent the movement of Maoist rebels and anti-Indian
Im itants between the two countries, nﬁicxals said today.

— Agencies

ing by the day and show no
sign of running out of sol-
diers willing to give up their
lives for the cause.

The Nepalese government
still insists the rebels can be
defeated and this week rejec-
ted an offer of peace talks,
answering the offer with two
incursions into rebel territory
in which it was claimed more
than 130 rebels were killed.

Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba,
the Nepalese Prime Minis-
ter, is due in Washington on
Tuesday to seek $20 million
in military aid to fund the of-
fensive. But many believe
that the government may be
digging its own grave by re-
fusing to negotiate.

The Maoists are notorious-

~~

ly secretive and have been
known to decapitate fallen
comrades and carry the
heads back to their moun-
tain hideouts to avoid identi-
fication. This week, villagers
in the west discovered a bag
containing 40 decomposing
heads that the government
claimed were the casualties
of factional fighting between
the rebels. But analysts be-
lieve they are more likely to
be remains from another
rebel assault.

Nepalese fighters are re-
spected worldwide for their
bravery, but even they will
admit the Maoists are a for-
midable force despite a
limited supply of looted

weapons.
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/23 Maoists
illed in_+
~ Nepal 5!

KATHMANDU, April 7.
Stepping up anti-terrorist oper-
ations;. Nepalese security forces
shot dead 23 Maoists, including
a woman, in fresh encounters
across the country while five ar-
my personriel, including a ma-
jor, were killed when their vehi-
cle ran over an underground
bomb planted by the rebels, the
defence ministry said today.

A major and four other army
personnel were killed yesterday
in the Kothiaghat forest of Bar-

dia district when a patrolling ve-

hicle carrying some army men

ran over an underground bomb

planted by the Maoists, a de-
fence ministry official said, add-
ing some people also received
injuries in the incident.

Security forces shot dead 13
Maoists involved in planting un-
derground bombs in the Kothia-
ghat forest area yesterday, — PT{
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~Maoist strike

Press Trust of India k\’(\ !2

KATHMANDU, April 23. — A
Maoist-enforced general strike
brought life in Nepal to a virtual
standstill today, defying govern-
ment’s warnings against the shut-
down. ’

On the first day of the five-day
nationwide strike to pressure the
government into talks, most of
the schools, colleges and shops
were closed while very few buses
and cars plied on the roads
throughout the country.

As the government had vowed
to prevent the strike, its offices
and some business establish-
ments were open.

Capital Kathmandu, where
normal life was disrupted, re-
mained quiet with police and ar-
my patrolling the streets and gov-
ernment buildings.

Ve

Few shops dl%ﬂa taﬂness

in the suburbs where sothe public
transport services, taxys, two-
wheelers and tourist buses were
seen plying.

At the Tribhuvan International
Airport, international flights op-
erated normally under heavy
presence of security personnel
but the shutdown affected the
domestic flight service, an air-
port official said.

A taxi driver said cabs operat-
ing on Kathmandu's streets were
hiding their number plates.

“We have covered the number
plates to avoid being future tar-
gets of the Maoist rebels,” he
told PTI.

The government has offered
compensation to the transport
entreprespurs in case of -any
damage caused to their vehicles.

“We have provided tight secur-
ity to the people and we he  »*he

.

effect of the strike will be less-
ened from tomorrow,” minister
of state for home Mr Devendra
Raj Kandel said.

He said the overali situation in
the country was normal as no
major incident occured.

Government said security
forees have the order to shoot at
sight anyone trying to enforce
the strike or anyone involved i in
any disruptive acts.

According to reports, the
strike had less effect on western
towns of Pokhara, Gorkha and
Nepalgunj. In Mahendranaga
and Dhangadi, shops remained
partially open while transport
services were disrupted.

Maoists have destroyed power
stations in Kailali, Dailekh and
Dang districts.

Crossfiring was reported in
Gajuri of Dhading district this
morning but there was no report

cripples Nepal

of any casualty.

On the eve of their strike, the
Maoists attacked the village
house of Minister of State for
Tourism and Civil Aviation Mr
Sarvadhan Rai in Khotang dis-
trict but no one was injured.

The government yesterday
said security forces killed 14 reb-
els across the country in separate
operations.

The president of the outlawed
Maoist Party, Prachanda, in a
statement faxed to some newspa-
pers, said the 23-27 April nation-
wide strike has been called out of
compulsion to protest against the
“atrocities” of the state.

“The agitation launched by the
party will not end unless a politi-
cal solution to the problem is
reached,” said. the statement,
adding that the rebels were ready

for a positive politicalsolution to
the problem.
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“As revolt grows, Nepal fears for its democracy

By CELIA W. DUGGER
SATBARIYA (Nepal): The bodies of
the Maoist rebels were still scattered
across parched lentil fields and behind a

stand of sissau trees, almost a week

after thousands of their comrades
swarmed a police garrison here on a
moonless night.

“When one Maoist was killed, anoth-
er came forward,” said Deepak Hamal,a
young policeman who survived the bat-
tle in mid-April. “They were there to kill
or to die.” ost a hundred Maoists fell
before the survivors overran the garri-
son, when the constables ran out of
ammunition. After the battle the rebels

" melted back into the countryside.

The horror of the bedies faces con-
torted in grimaces of death has seeped
into life here, merging with a stain of
violence that has spread over the last
year in this tiny Hindu kingdom encir-
cled by India and China.

A spindly boy in rags wandering
across the fields said he was afraid that
the ghosts of the dead would return to
haunt him. He could have been speak-
ing for all of Nepal. Last June the crown
prince massacred his father and moth-
er, the king and queen, and most of the
royal family in a fusillade of gunfire.

In recent months the Maoist rebel-
lion, inspired by the Shining Path guer-
rillas of Peru and led by two college-
educated, upper caste Brahmins, has
spiralled in intensity in this nation of
stark poverty and beauty, where the
snowy Himalayas tower majestically
over pitiful scenes of hunger and want.

The rebels carried out surprise
attacks in late November in many of
the country’s 75 districts, bringing a
shocking end to a four-month cease-fire
and three rounds of peace talks. They
also went after the army for the first
time, drawing it into the conflict.

The killing has intensified ever since.

Soldiers keep vigil in a Kathmandu street after security was strengthened across
the Himalyan kingdom due to a sudden spurt in violence by Maoist rebels.

The police estimate that 3,600 people
have died since the Maoists declared a
“people’s war” in February 1996.

Half of those deaths have been in the
four-and-half months since a state of
emergency was declared, suspending
civil liberties in this young democracy,
just 12 years into its incarnation as a
constitutional monarchy.

The 50,000-member Royal Nepal
Army, a largely ceremonial force that
occasionally took part in United
Nations peacekeeping missions, joined
the battle against the Maoists on
November 26. The widespread hope in
Kathmandu that the army would quick-
ly crush the rebellion has proved empty.

The ruthless tactics used by both the

AP

rebels and the security forces have
become more widespread, say victims
and human rights researchers.

Amnesty International and Nepalese
human rights groups have documented
what they call a pattern of abuses by
security forces that include the execu-
tion and torture of people suspected of
being Maoists. The rights groups accuse
the Maoists of gruesome violations as
well, including executions of dozens of
schoolteachers who refused to submit
to extortion demands and the torture
and murder of suspected informants
and political opponents with large,
curved knives.

Resham Prasad Panta, 52, a poor
farmer who lives a four-hour trek from
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the nearest road in the Gorka district,
said Maoists dragged him from his din-
ner one recent night, accused him of
being an informer and shattered his
shin with a large boulder. More Maoists
then brutally beat his frail, underfed
wife, Sita, 48. Both lay in a hospital here.

“We are simple people,” said Mrs
Panta, tears streaming down her face.
“We have nothing for or against any-
one. Both sides pressure us. The Maoists
say you must be informing the police.
The police say you must be sheltering
the Maoists. We are squeezed.”

The Maoist influence has spread to
most areas of the country, with deaths
related to the insurgency in 60 of the 75
districts. Last year the Maoists set up
“people’s government’s” in 22 districts.

When the Nepalese won their long
struggle for democracy in 1990, the
Maoists were in the mainstream, part of
a Communist alliance with a small
number of parliamentary seats. But in
1994 the election commission barred
the alliance from taking part, an act the
courts later ruled illegal. Maoist leaders
were brutally beaten by the police.

In 1995, Pushpa Kamal Dahal and
Baburam Bhattarai formed the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist),
and the next year it issued 40 demands,
including abolition of the monarchy,
radical land reform and a raft of poli-
cies that it said would liberate the peo-
ple.

When the Maoists did not get their
way, they went to war. The two leaders
are believed by the government to be
living underground in India. The group
has financed itself by robbing banks
and extorting money from landlords,
teachers and business people. Members
have armed themselves by looting auto-
matic rifles and rocket lawsichers,
among other weapons, fg security
forces. (NYT News Service)
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CROSS-BORDER BONHOMIE

THE NEW LINKAGES that India and Nepal seem
to be seeking at this stage are related to the latest
global perspectives on the need to tame political
terrorism of all forms and manifestations. Howev-
er, it will be naive on the part of either country to
assume that they might face no significant hur-
dles as they seek to enhance their cross-border
bonhomie to unprecedented levels of coopera-
tion. A much-publicised outcome of the latest vis-
it to India by the Nepalese Prime Minister, Sher
. Bahadur Deuba, is New Delhi’s offer to help Kath-
mandu face the ongoing insurgency by the self-
“styled Maoist rebels of the Himalayan kingdom.
Closely connected to India’s initiative of this mag-
nitude is New Delhi’s expectation that Kathman-
du will reciprocate in a big way. Mr. Deuba seems
to have been left in no doubt about New Delhi’s
desire to see him address its concerns about the
misuse of Nepalese territory and hospitality by
some forces inimical to India’s national interest.
New Delhi appears satisfied that the Nepalese
leader has shown himself to be sensitive to its
concerns about.the Himalayan kingdom’s sus-
- pected vulnerability to penetration by some anti-
* India forces. However, if India and Nepal are not
keen to debate this issue openly in the public
“domain, the reason obviously has much to do
with their own foreign policy compulsions.
The Nepalese have traditionally tried to exer-
_cise a high degree of strategic autonomy consis-
tent with their perception of having to coexist
..-.comfortably with their giant neighbours — India
» and China. Now, India’s equation with Nepal in
" the new global context of an anti-terror “cam-
paign” will not at all be divorced from Kathman-
du’s enduring relationship of mutual benefit with
Beijing. This should be of no surprise, given that
»China too is an active campaigner against the
globalised politics of terror. However, an entirely
new element of candour is beginning to influen-
ce, if not also define, the strategic scope of the
Indo-Nepalese interactions at this juncture. The

VRN
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candid exchanges skem related to New Delhi’s
strong views about the Pakistani intelligence es-
tablishment’s alleged ability to access Nepal (not
its Government) to foment anti-India trouble. It is
in this unconcealed context that New Delhi’s new
move to help Nepal roll back its Maoist revolt will
be seen on the wider international scene. The rele-
vant question at stake is not whether the armed
Nepalese guerillas derive inspiration and support
from the residual Maoist elements in China or
from the “people’s war” groups in India or indeed
from both. Of greater iriterest to the international
community will be the reality that Nepal has not
been able to control its Maoist problems despite
its own recent promulgation of a state of emergen-
cy. India’s new offer to Nepal remains largely un-
defined, but it is obvious that the political aim is to
help enhance the kingdom’s sense of security.
New Delhi’s gesture of this kind is a sequel to
Washington’s expressions of support for Nepal's
own war against terrorism within its borders. In-
evitably, therefore, India’s neighbours will tend to
evaluate its latest diplomacy of incremental good-
will towards Nepal in this overall situation of the
kingdom’s new visibility as a terror-infested area
of concern to the U.S. and others, A

rs

India’s ties with Nepal can%mzlircumscribed
by strategic and security issues of common in-
terest, whatever might be their new weightage in
the bilateral sphere. Not surprisingly, Mr. Deuba
has conspicuously sought to turn the spotlight on
the prospects of enlarged economic cooperation
with India. Of much direct relevance is the recent
bilateral accord on intensifying trade linkages
over the next five years. While some specifics have
certainly figured during Mr. Deuba’s visit to India
at this time, New Delhi cannot afford to brush
aside Kathmandu’s desire to work for more equi-
table exchanges in the economic sphere. It is also
in India’s interest to be accommodative in this
manner across its “porous” border with Nepal.
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62 Maoists killed
by Arm in Nepal

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, March 1 7

{ 04\3
NEPALESE SECURITY forces
this morning claimed to have
killed at least 62 Maoist insur-
gents in Rolpa, the seat of the
parallel Communist “govern-
ment.”

Six other rebels were shot
dead in Kanchanpur and
Baglung districts in western
Nepal yesterday.

The Defence Ministry said 62
rebels died when Army and po-
lice personnel carried out a joint
raid and destroyed a Maoist
arms training camp at Gunchal
in Rolpa district, more than 500
km west of here.

The ministry claimed the
dead included both the instruc-
tors and trainees. There were no
casualties among the security
forces. A huge quantity of arms,
ammunition and training mate-
rial were seized from the site.

Efforts are underway to iden-
tify the instructors. Kathmandu
has been claiming of late that In-
dia’s outlawed People’s War
Group is involved in training
Nepalese Maoists. This issue
may come up for discussion
when Prime Minister Sher Ba-

adur Deuba visits India next
week to seek support for Nepal’s
military campaign against the
Communist rebels.Deuba will
meet Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and West Bengal Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharya during his tour which
begins on March 20.

Nepal suspects that the rebels
have been using t Bengal, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Bihar both as
shelters and conduits for arms
supply. A lot'of importance is be-
ing attached to the raid as it was
in Rolpa district where the
Maoists had set up a parallel
government in November last
year.

It was again in Rolpa that they
had first launched their “peo-
ple’s war” aimed at establishing
arepublican government in Feb-
ruary 1996. Furthermore, the
raid takes place barely three
days after Maoist chief Push-
pakamal Dahal, aka Prachand,
showed his willingness to re-
sume negotiations with the Gov-
ernment.

The negotiations broke down
in November last year over-the
rebels’ demand for a Constituent

Assembly and a republican Gov-
ernment. /n
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" CRISIS IN NEPAL- )|

getting support and cooperation -

moral, material and strategic - from
all possible quarters. Quite expectedly,
the Maoist insurgency has won Nepal
worldwide sympathy.

Nepal’s southern, eastern and western
neighbour, India, has, indeed gone the
whole hog to help it in this hour of crisis.
India’s ambassador, Dr Indu Prakash
Singh, said in an interview in Kathmandu
that “we are providing Nepal with what-
ever material support they are asking
for”. He underlines that a “new warmth
and closeness has developed between the
NDA government in New Delhi and the
Nepali government. There is no misun-
derstanding of any kind”.

Speaking at Patna on 27 February,
Indian defence minister George Fernan-
des stated that military assistance had
been provided to Nepal to contain the
Maoist insurgency but denied that there
were any Indian troops on Nepalese soil.
Fernandes, of course, declined to specify
the nature of military assistance. Kath-
mandu, in turn, said that it would give all
help to combat cross-border terrorism
from its territory.

indian cooperation

The renewal of the trade treaty
between Nepal and India — which was
due to expire on 5 December and which
had been extended for another three
months by mutual agreement — is yet
another signal of these two states remo-
ving, or at least diluting, their misunder-
standing in the changed milieu.

The trade treaty will expire on 5 March
2002. In its modified form, it takes care
of some of the Indian concerns. Signi-
ficantly, the basic framework and
structure of the treaty remain unchan-
ged, but it does address the concerns of
the Indian industry over the inflow of
third country goods and surge in imports
of certain commodities.

The 1996 agreement had not defined
manufacturing and value addition. The
renewed version contains a safeguard
clause permitting appropriate measures
for remedy in sync with global norms
should there be a surge of imports of
certain commodities. Official sources
stated that the safeguard has specially
been incorporated in the spheres of
imports of sensitive commodities like
vanaspati, acrylic yarn, copper products
and zinc oxide. Besides, duty-free impor-

On the international front, Nepal is

Hipeogon & nepat - &
‘{7f O\ World Community Provides Moral And Material Support !

ts would be allowed up to a certain cei-
ling and any import above the ceiling
would be applicable for duty under most-
favoured nation status,

In a significant development, in a bid
to keep a check on the unhindered
growth of madrasas, Nepal has decided
to regulate the functioning as well as
financing of madrasas on its soil — espe-
cially in border areas. India drew Nepal's

demands of changing or updating the
bilateral peace and friendship treaty of
1950, India has tried to be as accommo-
dative as possible. Probably, India has
given Nepal the liberty of getting the
treaty abrogated altogether. The ball is
now in Nepal’s court.

The USA is providing $200 million to
the cash-strapped Nepal government to
help the latter fight against Maoist terro-

attention to various aspects of subversive
activities such as circulation of fake
currency notes, transmission of RDX and
other activities inmical to poth countries.

US involvement

On the other hand, India, agreeing to a
request from Nepal, has decided as an
interim measure to relax the rule of
school children travelling to the Himal-
ayan kingdom, if accompanied by their
parents. It was also decided to allow the
use of school certificates or school iden-
tity cards to children if they travel with
their parents to Nepal. The two countries
also decided to constitute an expert
group which would look into further
relaxation in identity documents. Yet
another expert group formed by the two
countries would look into the possibility
of regulating movement of people across
the border. Regarding Nepal’s frequent

rists, according to the largest circulated
daily, Kantipur. The daily said the US
will provide the amount in the first phase
of long-term support to Nepal and the
money would mainly be used to buy
defence equipment.

The Nepalese army is expected to buy
fixed-wheel helicopters, short take-off
and landing Twin Otter planes, night
vision devices, night vision helicopters,
vehicles and communication equipment.
The decision to provide aid was taken
after the US ambassador to Nepal, Mich-
ael F Malinwoski, visited Achham dis-
trict. Chief of army staff General Prajwal
Shamsher Jung Bahadur Rana, signifi-
cantly, had accompanied the US Amba-
ssador on the tour. The US appears
interested in getting fully involved in
quelling the Maoists, whom Malinowski
compared to organisations like Al-Quida
in Afghanistan and Shining Path in Peru.
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He also said the Maoists wergf not very
different from the Taliban.

Significantly, a high-level US delega-
tion of security experts is afriving in
Nepal to help the army draw/ up fresh
strategies to fight against terrorists, a
government source said in Kathmandu.
The International Development Associa-
tion of the World Bank and the Inter-
national Fund for Agriculture Develop-
ment have agreed to provide more than
$427 million in credit and technical grant
assistance to Nepal for telecommuni-
cation reforms and poverty alleviation —
something badly needed at this juncture.

Positive results

The Chinese, too, are not lagging be-
hind in helping Nepal in the crisis
situation. The country’s ambassador to
Nepal, Wu Cong Yong, said in Kathman-
du recently that China would neither
support nor provide shelter to Nepalese
Maoists. He added: “Maoists have taken
the name of the late Chinese leader, Mao
Zedong, but there is no link of the
Chinese government with the Maoists”.
He said Nepal-China relations were
“running smoothly” and underlined
China’s interest in increasing investment
in Nepal. Calling for an “investor-friend- -
ly” atmosphere, the ambassador felt that
“laws and regulations should be chalked
out to protect the rights of investors”.

With a view to facilitating the flow
between Nepal and China, the two gov-
ernments have agreed to build a one-km
ropeway between Kodari in Sinhupal-
chowk district of Nepal and Khasa in
Tibet. Apparently, the People’s Republic
of China is not doing anything to hamper
India’s friendship with Nepal. The vari-
ous components of the Nepalese gov-
ernment also gave a good account of
themselves during the eleventh SAARC
summit of the heads of state or govern-
ment in Kathmandu in January this year.
Not only did the law and order remain
under control despite the Maoists’ thre-
ats but the ancient city of Kathmandu (or
Kantipur) also wears a better look
nowadays. One hopes that with its own
determination and the help from the
international community, Nepal would
eventually overcome the crisis. But the
international community needs to ensure
that there is sufficient economic develop-
ment in the kingdom lest the Maoists are

not viewed as redeemers. ,
(Conclu}d,)?
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he large-scale mas\acre in Sanfe-
Tbagar and Mangalseh in the Ach-

ham district of western Nepal on 17
February by the Nepal Communist Party
(Maoist), in which more than 140 people,
mostly army personnel, policemen, and
government officials lost their lives, was
unprecedented in the history of the so-
called People’s War in Nepal. Political
analysts in Nepal are also baffled by the
timing. The lower house, the Pratinidhi
Sabha, was to begin discussion on the
approval of the emergency proclamation
(under Article 115 of the Nepali
Constitution) of 26 November. There
were apprehensions that the main
opposition party, the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) would
cither put hurdles or try to bargain with
the Sher Bahadur Deuba government.

Favourable to Maoists

The UML has emerged as a formid-
able opposition party because of the
unconditional retarn of leaders and cad-
res of the Communist Party of Nepal
(Marxist-Leninist) to its fold on 15
February. There had never been any love
lost between the UML and the Maoists.
Yet the emerging political scenario
seemed to be immensely favourable to
the terrorist Maoists.

Yet another favourable situation crea-
ted for the Maoists was the statement of
a former chief of Army Staff, General
(Retd) Satchit Shamsher Jung Bahadur
Rana, that if Parliament failed to endorse
the emergency proclamation by 21 Feb-
ruary, the army would have to return to
the barracks. Though no provision of the
Constitution suggests this, there seemed
to be many takers for this statement.

Worse, the ruling Nepali Congress,
divided against itself, seemed to be

resenting another favourable scene for
che Maoists. While the NC president, 77-
year-old Girija Prasad Koirala, is still cla-
mouring for his Brihad Prajatantrik Mor-
cha comptising all democratic parties in
the kingdom, the 55-year-old Prime
Minister seems determined to establish
his supremacy in the NC. It is a different
matter that in this tug of war the law and
order situation is deteriorating fast.

It was the sixth anniversary of the
Maoists. They knew that the Pratinidhi
Sabha would discuss the issue of the em-
ergency and they should not lose their
importance at that point of time. They
also knew that the strength of the army

and the police was not sufficient in Ach-.

ham despite several requests made by the
local administration for more troops.
Intelligence agencies, indeed, had infor-
med the government in Kathmandu that

The author is Hon. Director, Soz;h Asian
Studies Foundation, New Delhi.

Poor Administration Gives Rise To Uncertainty

By PARMANAND

the Maoists were going to do something
disastrous. In the event, the Maoists
chose Achham to prove their strength.
The Pratinidhi Sabha on 18 February
witnessed noisy scenes. Members, cutting
across party lines, did not allow Home
Minister Khum Bahadur Khadka to
make a statement and was mishandled by
agitated MPs. Almost a similar scene was
enacted in the Upper House, the Rash-
triya Sabha. But by then Khadka had

after 17 February.

The Pratinidhi Sabha on 21 February
approved it by 194 votes in its favour —
much more than the requirement of a
two-thirds majority. Out of the total
strength of 205 in the House, only seven
members of small parties voted against.
Quite expectedly, a beaming Deuba said
that the morale of the security forces
would go up.

The existing political scenario leaves

l

become wiser and didn’t insist on making
a statement. Both Houses were adjourn-
ed by their respective presiding officers
creating a great deal of uncertainty.
Members from the Achham district in
both Houses blamed the Prime Minister
and the home minister for not acting on
the intelligence reports in time.

Support for Deuba

When, after a long gap, Prime Minister
Deuba came to make a statement in
Parliament, it was brief and the response
to MPs’ charges was inadequate. Deuba
did not take more than 10 minutes. In the
event, MPs like Lilamani Pokhrel from
the United People’s Front, Navraj Subedi
of the National People’s Front, Ram
Bahadur Bista of the Nepali Congress
from Achham, Pashupati Shamsher Jung
Bahadur -Rana of the Rashtriva Praja-
tantra Party and Mrigendra Kumar Singh
Yadav of the Nepal Sadbhavana Party
showed their debating skills.

Whatever might have been said earlier
about the Emergency proclamation,
there was little confusion about its fate

several questions unanswered. How long
will the Deuba government last? It is
rightly said that by tradition, tempera-
ment and even training many Nepali
Congressmen are the most effective des-
tabilisers of their own governments. And
what happens when the government per
se remains a non-performer and ineffec-
tive?

Former foreign minister 55-year-old
Chakra Prasad Bastola said in an inter-
view that there was total absence of civil
authority in the kingdom. He feels that
the war against the Maoists will be a pro-
tracted one; the army and the emergency
cannot be used indefinitely.

And all this is happening when, he
emphasises, Dcuba has a staff of 80
whereas former Prime Ministers GP
Koirala and KP Bhattarai could do with a
staff of about 30. Bastola, the first Nepali
Ambassador to India in the post-multi
party democracy phase, feels that the
leadership has no strategy to deal with
the different situation.

The Rashtriya Sabha member and for-
mer district Congress Committee presi-
dent of Terai’s Siraha, 56-year-old Amiya

Kumar Yadav says that despite all efforts
GP Koirala could not solve tire Maoist
problem because he could not get proper
cooperation inside the NC. He insists
that when Koirala described Maoists as
terrorists many did not agree, but finally
they had to be so described. Yadav feels
that no Prime Minister had received the
cooperation that Deuba has. He is sure
about the “Brihat Ekta” arrangement
finding a solution to the existing
problem.

The economy

Maoists, it is true, are overwhelmingly
terrorists, but politicians of all hues - of
course, in varying degrees and sotto voce
— agree that they have over the years
created a base for themselves. Constitu-
tional changes appear unavoidable but
their shape and extent cannot be predic-
ted. Inevitably, cosmetic changes will not
suffice.

Many feel a Constituent Assembly may
be the answer — ngne of the five
constitutions in Nepal’s history was
drafted by a constituent assembly. But
noted Nepali political scientist and
former ambassador to India, Professor
Lok Raj Baral, feels that it will make the
situation more complicated.

Intra-party politics of the NC is going
to be of utmost importance. If Girija Ba-
bu seems determined to remove the gov-
ernment by doing something novel, Deu-
ba does not seem to be friendless inside
the party, inside Parliament and even
outside the country. Deuba, interestingly,
is well known for winning friends. The
two NC veterans would be under a test.

Not surprisingly, bad politics and bad
administration, creating political uncer-
tainty and instability, have told on the
kingdom’s economy. Fiftyone-year-old
economist and finance minister Dr Ram
Sharan Mahat admits that the present
economic situation is “an exception and a
little difficult” inasmuch as the last de-
cade was “productive”.

He states that violent activities
affecting the kingdom and even resulting
in a massacre in the royal palace have
created this situation. He admits that
revenue collection has gone down,
security expenditure has increased and
development activities have slowed
down.

But, Mahat insists, there is a brighter
side too. Despite the negative factors, the
fundamentals are sound: foreign ex-
change reserves stand at $1.4 billion and
the inflation rate stands at three per cent
Besides, fiscal deficit is manageable. Thq
finance minister feels that the kingdom
would tide over the economic crisis
sooner rather than later.

(To be conclyded)
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Maoists killed as

Abandh cripples Nepal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE, AFP

KATHMANDU/KAKARIVITTA, Feb 23 —
The second day of the nationwide strike
called by Maoist rebels virtually closed
down Kathmandu today even as 37 Maoist
rebels were killed in clashes with security
forces in western Nepal last night.

“The rebels were killed in action by securi-
ty personnel in the Kalikot, Achham and
Surkhet districts,” a defence ministry offi-
cial said. A large cache of arms and ammu-
nition were recovered.

The capital’s streets were deserted and
shops remained closed today in ‘the strike
called to mark the sixth anniversary of the
launch of the Maoists “people’s war” on 13
February, 1996.

Security forces patrolied the streets in
armoured cars fearing further attacks by
the guerrillas.

Deputy home minister Mr Devendra Raj
Kandel said there had been no reports of
further attacks overnight.

Even in eastern part of the country where

Maoists may not have consolidated its base

yet, the strike was both spontaneous and to- |

tal.

The fear of the rebels was palpable at Ka-
karvitta in this region, as people on the
streets refused to talk. A security man along
the Indo-Nepal border seemed disillusioned,
“these killings will kill the country”.

All night and day services from this part of
the country, have been suspended and bus
operators were reluctant to take chances. “
The police can’t save themselves, how can
they save us?” said a tour operator.

A district official of Jhapa district, identi-

fied the Boungdangi area as the point

through which rebels have crossed over to
India in the past. -

He said though no additional forces have
been deployed in this area, they are main-
taining a strict vigil along the border.

He had information that some Maoists had
been trained by militant outfits of north
Bengal, but refused to divulge whether the
training was still going on.

He appeared satisfied with the security

arrangement ?bad made along the bor-

der areas.
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Keshav Pradhan M
Kathmandu, February 23

NEPAL, REELING under the re-
cent spate of Maoist attacks on
its security establishments, now
suspects involvement of Indian
extremists, especially the Peo-
ple’s War Group, in such opera-
tions.

A senior Nepalese official on
Saturday said, “We are verifying
reports about the presence of
non-Nepalese during the Febru-
ary 16 Maoist raids in Achham
district. This has again made us
look into the Maoist links with
Indian radicals more thorough-
ly” Over 125 Royal Nepalese
Army and police had died in the
attack.

Quoting eyewitness accounts,
the official said, “There were at
least ten people who were tall
and dark and did not speak
Nepali or any dialect spoken in
western Nepal.” He added, “It is
this group who especially han-
dled sophisticated weapons and
kept on firing at Army helj

PWG arm aoist Coordina-

tion Committge ever since the
Nepalese rebel$ set up the Coor-
dination Committee of Maoist
Parties and Organisations in
South Asia early last year.

What has made Nepal more
nervous are recent reports in the
Indian media about the two out-
fits providing the Nepal Maoists
explosives stolen from coal
mines in Bengal. Earlier, there
were reports about the presence

of Indian radicals in western

Nepal’s Rukum district in No-
vember when the Nepalese
Maoist decided to set up a revo-
lutionary government and a Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army.

Indian officials said, “Delhi
has already taken a number of

. steps to help Nepal fight the in-

surgency.” It has tightened secu-
rity along the 1800-km border by
posting over 10,000 Special Secu-
rity Bureau personnel. Besides,
giving special training to
Nepalese security personnel, it
has supplied two helicopters and
several truckloads of weapons
for counter-insurgency opera-
tions.

Another factor that is worry-

il
SHER BAHADUR DEUBA

ing the Sher Bahadur Deuba
Government is the quick fall of
the Army stationed in Achham.
The Opposition tried to pin the
Government down on this issue
in Parliament even though de-
fence officials claimed that the
insurgents were many times
more in number and used mod-
ern weapons, including rocket
launchers, stolen from the Dang
barracks on November 23.
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44 killed in Nepal
Maoist raids »+

HT Correspondent (')/ V
Kathmandu, February 22

HOURS AFTER Nepalese parlia-
ment endorsed the Emergency
on Thursday evening, Maoists
carried out a series of raids on
police and army posts, Killing 34
policemen. Ten civilians were
burnt alive as the rebels threw
two petrol bombs at a night bus
in a central district and bombed
a truck in western Nepal.

The insurgents carried out
blasts across the kingdom to en-
force a two-day general strike
that began today against the Em-
ergency. Kathmandu was almost
paralysed, despite constant pa-
trolling by soldiers and police-
men. There were simultaneous
raids on three police and Army
posts in Salyan district.

The rebels set ablaze a bus in
central Nepal’s Chitwan district.
It was carrying at least 40 people.
Some passengers jumped out of
the windows. But a child and
four adults were burnt alive. An
official in Chitwan said some of
the injured were Indians. _/
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Nepal emergency
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three month i
Keshav Pradha% 'I/

Kathmandu, Februaty 21

i
NEPAL’S BELEAGUERED Prime
Minisiter Sher Bahadur Deuba
on Thursday got a temporary re-
prieve as its Parliament endorsed
his proposal to extend the state of
Emergency by three months.

Deuba had promulgated the
Emergency through an ordi-
nance on November 26 last to con-
tain the Maoist insurgency.

Deuba could obtain the sup-
port of the two-thirds members
only after he promised a number
of constitutional and socio-eco-
nomic reforms as demanded by
the major Opposition Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist
Leninist (UML).

Altogether 194 members be-
longing to the ruling Nepali Con-
gress, the UML, the Rashtriya
Prajatantra Party and the Nepal
Sadbhavna Party voted in favour
of the proposal.

Those who opposed it were sev-
en members belonging to three
radical Left parties- the Samyuk-
ta Jan Morcha, the Rashtriya Jan
Morcha and the Nepal Mazdoor
Kisan Party While the Speaker
did not cast his vote, MPs were ab-
sent. Earlier, UML general secre-
tary Madhav Nepal said, “We
don’t think the Emergency ca
lead us to any solution.”
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“\ ,iﬁ"vw“ Dev Dubyag,
ritney Spears’ pop anthem{hds not yet become George ‘Dubya’
Bush’s theme song. But it may npt be long before bands stop striking up
‘Hail to the Chief’ and start playing ‘Oops! 1 did it again’ to herald the
arrival of the man with the runaway tongue. President Bush was back at
his unwitting best in Tokyo recently, as foreign exchange tradess learned
the hard way that it doesn’t pay to put your money where Dubya’s
mouth is. Addressing a news conference, he mentioned having discussed
the devaluation issue with Japanese premier Junichiro Koizumi. This
statement caused pandemonium in the forex markets — was
Japan about to devalue the yen? The dollar rose to 132.80 against the
yen, before someone figured out that president Bush was referring to
deflation, whereupon the greenback dropped back to 132.62. The
forex faux pas was, of caurse, just the latest in a series of gaffes, many of
which have been painstakingly chronicled in The Bush Dyslexicon,
written by media ecology professor Mark Crispin Miller. Much has been
made of Bushisms like ‘smoking them out’, and ‘crusade against terror’,
but to be fair, the worst he can be accused of in these cases is insensitivity.
One can even put down his statement that “the {egislature’s job is to
write law. It is the executive branch’s job to interpret law” to simple
ignorance of the political process — strange though that may be in a
career politician. Unless of course, he’s doing some wishful thinking, out
loud. But it’s surely time to start getting worried when the world’s most
powerful man defines trustworthiness as “when you say you're going to
do something and don’t do it”. Also, wise words like “T will have a
foreign-handed foreign policy” or “More and more of our imports come
from overseas” don’t reflect too well on the education imparted in
America’s foremost institutions like Andover, Yale and Harvard, where
Dubya spent his formative years. There have been suggestions that
resident Bush may be dyslexic, but then so was Winston Churchill. And
’s hard to imagine the orator who stirringly promised “blood, sweat and
tears” saying, a la Bush, “One of the common denominators 1 have
found is that expectations rise above that which is expected”. Still, many
Bush acolytes bristle at suggestions that he should be renamed
‘Duh-bya’ or ‘Dumbya’. They say he has proved to be a singularly
effective leader at a time of crisis, and a few malapropisms should not
be held against him. Indeed, as president Bush himself once pointed out,
people ‘misunderestimate” him at their own peril.

——
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‘Deuba out on 4 ﬁm

vep
6\ Contmuaty under a Maoist cloud

he killing of 134 people, including 129 security force per-
sonnel, by Maoists in Nepal suggests that the Sher Bahadur
Deuba government is losing control over law and order in
remote rebel-ridden Acham district. It has again been caught
off-guard, as on 24 November when the Maoists ran amok and
forced it to declare an emergency. What should cause Deuba
worry is that the latest outrage takes place in a district that is
said to have a large concentration of troops. The Prime Minis-
ter’s position is shaky. He has to ratify an Ordinance imposing
a three-month Emergency in the next few days. Communist
parliamentarians opposed to the declaration are determined to
block the extension of emergency, as are some members of the
Nepali Congress, which is not a cohesive entity at the top. Both
former Prime Ministers KP Bhattarai and GP Koirala were for-
ced to resign when they failed to contain the Maoist menace.
There was high expectations that Deuba was the man for the
job since he headed the high-level commission appeinted by
the Bhattarai government which held talks with rebel leaders
after they responded to calis for negotiations. That it made
little progress during Koirala’s term resulted from a lack of sup-
port. Incidentally, it was during Deuba’s tenure as Prime Min-
ister that the Maoists first struck in February 1996. There is no
alternative to dialogue but Deuba has ruled out further talks
after the rebels broke away from the peace process last August
and took to violence. His precondition that they surrender their
weapons before talks makes no sense these days since there is
no dearth of arms in bazaars. If parliamentarians fail to get their
act together fast, Nepal's multi-party democracy is in danger.
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~REBELS LOSE. 100 CADR

Nepal Maoists

KATHMANDU, Feb. 17. — In
their deadliest strike in Nepal,
Maoists killed 134 people,
including 129 security personnel,
in two assaults overnight. They
lost more than 100 of their cadre
in the counter-offensive.

The violence ended immediate
prospects of peace in the
Himalayan kingdom.

Launching surprise attacks on
government buildings, Maoists
set some of them on fire in
Mangalsen, the Achham district
headquarters, 750 km from here.
The nearby Sanphebagar airport
was set ablaze, resulting in the
death of some policemen.

The defence ministry said 57
soldiers of the Royal Nepalese
Army guarding the head-
quarters, 72 police personnel,
four government officials and

E

one civilian were killed. Chief
district officer, Mr Mohan Singh
Khatri, intelligence officer, Mr
Lokrai Upreti and his wife, and
a post office staff were among
the killed. ;

The rebels attacked Lalbandi
police post in Sarlahi district in
the eastern Terai region,
adjoining India.

They destroyed the police
post and looted arms and
communication sets.

The attack was the first of
its kind since the Maoists
launched insurgency operations
in 1996.

The guerrillas used weapons
looted” from the Dang army
barracks three months ago to
carry out the attack in Achham.
Giving details of the attack,
official sources here said that
government forces launched a
counter-offensive and fought. a
pitched battle with the Maoists

1

COUNTER- OFFENSIVE

after midnight that continued till
this morning.

An official release said that
police reinforcement rushed to
Mangalsen was delayed due to
bad weather and mountainous
terrain.

It added there could be major
casualties on the rebel side as
their bodies were seen being
taken by their fellow cadre.
Sources estimated the rebels’
casualties as nearly 200.

The government had declared
an emergency on 26 November
and ordered the army to join the
fight against the rebels after they
ended a four-month-long
ceasefire and resumed attacks
on government targets.

The overnight attack came at
a time when Prime Minister, Mr
Sher Bahadur Deuba, is seeking
support from the opposition
parties to endorse the
emergency and extend it for

1

kill 134"

on-shen - &y, -

another three months.

Mr Deuba met his Cabinet in
an emergency meeting today as
he prepared to seek extension of
the emergency and parliament’s
clearance to continue the
deployment of the army against
the rebels.

The army said it had killed
nearly 500 guerrillas and
arrested another 1,400 during
the emergency.

Officials said .nearly 200
government soldiers and police
officers had lost their lives to
contain the insurgency.

The Maoists, led by
Prachanda (real name Pushpa
Kamal Dahal), want to abolish
the country’s constitutional
monarchy.

They have called a nationwide
general strike on Friday and
Saturday to commemorate the
sixth anniversary of their

insurgency campaiV
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Nepal boosts_ u;nds

to combat

By Kosmos Biswokarma

KATHMANDU: The Nepalese
fight against the Maoist insurgency
is turning into an expensive affair
with the government being forced
to allocate an extra Nepali Rs 3 bil-
lion to the Royal Nepal Army.

The finance ministry and the
Royal Nepal Army have already
agreed to spend another Rs 3 bil-
lion apart from the allocated budg-
et this fiscal year, The Kathmandu
Post daily reported on Friday.

The expenditures in security
operations since the imposition of
emergency last November has
already exceeded the planned
budget, forcing the government to
cut down on the development
budget.

The additional amount is to be
used in meeting expenses after the
announcement of the state of
emergency and to procure arms,
ammunition and helicopters for
the army, the report said.

Nepal had imposed emergency
after an upsurge in Maoist violence
which led to some 450 deaths. The
six-year-old insurgency has already
claimed 2,500 lives. Since the emer-
gency, India has provided two
Chetak helicopters through grants

Ma()lsts

while the government has pur-
chased two MI-17 choppers fro
Russia.

The finance ministry had initially
planned to provide Rs 3 billion for
the next five-year period to mod-
ernise the Nepal army. But the
imposition of emergency and the
mobilisation of the army to quell
Maoist guerrillas have prompted
the government to inject the
money immediately.

Security agencies have been
demanding Rs 5 billion from the
government to meet soaring secu-
rity expenses. This is an extra
demand besides the regular budget
of Rs 10.3 billion earmarked for
security agencies in the current fis-
cal year, which ends in June.

The government has already cut
down 25 per cent of development
expenditures due mainly to lesser
collection of revenue and rising
Security expenses.

It has cut the budget to village
development committees by 50 per
cent, constituency development
fund by 25 per cent and budget to
municipalities, sub-metropolis and
metropolis by 10 per cent. This

would affect about 50 per
development projects thgefighout
the country. ans)
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Maoists put
Deuba Govt

n a spot

/ \O
Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, February 6

THE ESCALATION of violence
by underground Maoists has put
the six-month-old Sher Bahadur
Deuba Government in a tight
spot.

Prior to this, K P Bhattarai
(Deuba’s mentor) and G P
Koirala had stepped down as
Prime Minister following wide-
spread criticism for their failure
to contain the Communist rebel-
lion.

Lately, the Maoists, in an ap-
parent bid to mark the seventh
anniversary of their uprising
that falls on February 13, have at-
tacked several security posts and
Government establishments, in-
cluding an airport. Over 60 peo-
ple, including 16 security per-
sonnel, have died s1nce last
week.

Adding more to Deuba’s dis-
comfiture, the rebels have now
shifted their focus to Kathman-
du and surrounding areas where
bombs planted by them are de-
tected almost every day.

The worsening situation has
given Koirala a chance to hit
back at Deuba who had ousted
him unceremoniously in July.

The former Prime Minister to-
day defended his move to form
an alliance of democratic forces
to tackle the Maoist problem at a
meeting of the Nepali Congress
working committee.

This is despite the fact that

M“*

Ve
supporterl of Deuba and Bhat-
tarai had earlier dismissed it as
an attempt to seize power
through the back door. The com-
mittee will meet here again to-
MOrrow.

The growing - disencha-
ntment of mainstream Commu-
nists, who are in a majority in
the Upper House, with Deuba
may help Koirala intensify his
campaign. Earlier, the Left had
backed Deuba in his fight
against Koirala for Prime Minis-
tership.

The Communist Party of
Nepal-Marxist Leninist (ML),
which is set to merge with the
major Opposition Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist
Leninist (UML) later this month,
yesterday decided to oppose fur-
ther extension of the emergency.

A senior ML leader said, “Deu-
ba had become Prime Minister
by promising to solve the
Maoist issue through dialogue
and not with the help of the
emergency.”

This indicates that Deuba will
find it difficult to obtain the Par-
liament’s approval for the emer-
gency that was promulgated
through an ordinance for three
months on November 26.

The spring session of Parlia-
ment begins on February 10. Yes-
terday, 13 parties, including 10
Left organisations, jointly met

Deuba to seek partial relaxationp”

of the emergency and restora-
tion of press freedom.
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‘Nepal Maoists

Keshav Pradhan
Kathmandu, February 5

MAOIST INSURGENTS
raided a security post and
killed 16 policemen in the
eastern district of
Kavrepalanchok early today.
The attack, biggest since
the promulgation of the
Emergency on November 26,
comes about a week before
the seventh anniversary of
the Maoists’ armed struggle
for a republican State.
Government officials said

the rebels raided the
Bhakundebesi post, 110 km
east of here, gr6und 1 am.

Seven of theém died when

the police fired in retalia-
tion.

The rebels usually step up
their activities around Feb-
ruary 13, the day they
launched their rebellion six
years ago.

Since last week, the insur-
gents have attacked Lukla
Airport at the base of
Mount Everest, a power
plant and a police post in
eastern Nepal.

Security forces have de-
tected several bombs plant-
ed by the militants here, Lal-
itpur and Bhaktapur in the
Kathmandu valley. Some of
these were wrapped in cloth
and had anti-Government

slogans scribbled on them.

Though the Royal
Nepalese Army has been
le to give tough resistance

the Maoists in their
strongholds in western
Nepal, it hasn’t caught a sin-
gle prominent rebel leader
so far.

Despite this, the Govern-
ment and the Opposition
haven’t yet reached an
agreement on extending the
emergency  promulgated
through an Ordinance for
three months.

Opposition parties fear
that the emergency might
pose a danger to democracy
in the long run. Almost all of

{HE HINDU
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ll 16 cops .

them have set up commit-
tees to monitor the govern-
ment’s actions during the
emergency. Over 400 people
have died since the promul-
gation of the emergency.

The Government has to
issue a fresh Ordinance if
the current one does not get
Parliament’s approval be-
fore it expires later this
month. It has also been seek-
ing international aid to con-
tain the rebellion. Yesterday,
Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba asked for more
aid from donor nations at a
meeting of the Nepal Devel-

opment Forum here. /
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“Nine Maoists gunned
down in Nepal |

BN T |

KATHMANDU, Jan. 27. — At least nine{Maoists were killed by se-
curity forces in Western Nepal, a Nepaleye government statement |
said today.

At least four Maoists were killed in Dadeldhura and Kanchanpur
districts in an encounter with the security forces on Thursday while
five others were killed in Kanchanpur and Kailali districts, the Nep-
alese defence ministry release said. :

The security forces also arrested 49 Maoists and seized weapons
from various districts of the country.

Meanwhile, the rebels bombed the village homes of a top police
official and a former military commander, news reports said today.
No one was injured.

The house of Armed Police Force chief Mr Krishna Mohan
Shrestha was bombed Friday night in Chainpur, about 400 km east
of the capital Kathmandu, said Kantipur, Nepal’s leading newspa-
per. , !

Around the same time, the rebels detonated explosives at the
house of Mr Garud Shumshere Rana, the former chief of the Royal
Nepalese Army, in Sihorya, about 250 km southwest of Kathmandu. -

No injuries were reported as neither of the houses was occupied
by the owners or their families.
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A0iSts
attack jaif,’\
set 30 fcng'eq )

KATHMANDU, Jan. 16, —
Armed Maoist rebels attacked
the central jail of Surkhet, 550
km west of Kathmandu and set
free 30 jail inmates, official
sources said today.

The rebels dug a 30 foot long
tunnel at the backside compo-
und of the prison. The group att-
acked the prison with guns and
kept the security personnel
guarding it occupied by exchan-
ging fire for an hour and a half as
other rebels helped the 30
inmates-escape, he said.

Meanwhile, in another incid-
ent, Maoist rebels killed a Nepali
Congress worker in Dangdeu-
khuri district yesterday.

They attacked party regional
president Mr Shrinivas Chaudh-
ari at his residence, the sources
said. Four terrorists were killed
during encounters in Sarlahi and
Gorkha districts, reports in the
Kathmandu Post said.

Two rebels were killed in
Piparia Village Development
Committee of Sarlahi district,
while trying to flee yesterday.

Two more were killed in Gorkha
district dugifg a clash with
security fefces. /
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_~Nepali soldiers -
kill seven Maoists

KATHMANDU, Jan. 2.
Soldiers gunned down seven

Maoist rebels in Nepal, as
authorities stepped up security in
capital Kathmandu, ahead of a
South Asian summit which gets
under way later this week, the
defence ministry said today.

The ministry said in a
statement that five guerrillas
were killed yesterday in a
gunbattle with security forces in
Kanchanpur district in west
Nepal.

One insurgent was shot dead
in Banke district while trying to
flee from custody and another

was killed in a search operation-

in Bardia district, also in western
Nepal.

Maoist rebels are fighting to
topple the  Constitutional
Monarchy and are trying to set
up a one-party communist
republic in Nepal, the world’s
only Hindu kingdom.

The ministry said 38 guerrillas

were arrested and - Nepalese
soldiers also seized a large
amount of weapons and
ammunition from the rebels,
who derive their inspiration from
Peru’s Shining Path movement.

Leaders from seven South
Asian nations, including India
and Pakistan, are due to meet in
Nepal from Friday. The South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation  (Saarc) also
includes Bangladesh, Bhutan,
the Maldives, Nepal and Sri

" Lanka.

Nepali troops have launched
combing operations to flush out
insurgents from their remote
mountain hideouts, after the
government imposed emergency
in the country following a string
of attacks on security posts in
November.

The rebellion which started in
1996 has so far claimed over
2,200 lives. Over 450 of them
have been killed since last
November in renewed fighting
after a truce between the rebels
and the government broke down.
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