/ »,Paris walks the tightrope

By Vaiju Naravane
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N THE immediate Aftermath of

the attacks on New\ York and

Washington, there was an out-

pouring of voluble sympathy and
support for the United States from its
European allies. Indeed, much was
made of the re-invigoration of the At-
lantic Alliance with the invoking of Ar-
ticle 5 of NATO's charter.

Ironically, however, a vacuum in
effective policy has accompanied the
invocation of a treaty instrument so
long held to be the cornerstone of the
Alliance’s deterrence strategy. For,
the U.S. has adopted a policy of deal-
ing with Europe through a series of bi-
lateral engagements. The role of
international organisations such as
the European Union and NATO has
been in this instance reduced to de-
claratory statements of support and
European sympathy has now given
way to uncertainty and anger.

The Bush administration’s arro-
gance and disdain for multilateral or-
ganisations, despite the present
engagement with the United Nations,
and international legal norms, the
amalgam of engagement and unilat-
eralism that passes for U.S. foreign
policy is making Europe nervous. Bri-
tain, whose poodle-ism has reached
its apotheosis, is widely considered
the European arm of the U.S. Al-
though France and Germany have
publicly taken a stand against any
unilateral strike, they view the unfold-
ing of American policies on Iraq with a
certain fatalism, a cynicism born of
helplessness. In what observers are
calling the Second Gulf War, it is now
a foregone conclusion that the U.S.
will attack Iraq.

Germany's stand has been the
clearest so far — Berlin will not sup-
port strikes against Iraq, even if these
were to be the product of a U.N. Secu-
rity Council decision. The French po-
sition is more nuanced.

France. this week voiced its tough-
est opposition yet to the U.S.-spon-
sored draft U.NN. resolution
threatening military action against
Iraq, warning Washington that any at-
tempt to bring about a “regime
change” would violate international
law.

In a front-page article in Le Monde,
the Foreign Minister, Dominique de
Villepin, said France wanted Iraq dis-
armed but could not and would not

support action that threatened to fur-
ther destabilise the Middle East, with-
out full UN. approval. “France
refuses an intervention that would
not take fully into account all that is
required for collective security,” he
wrote.

But the President, Jacques Chirac,
hinted for the first time that, provid-
ing those conditions were met,
France—a permanent member of the
Security Council — would play its part
in any U.N.-backed action. The
French President wants two resolu-

ing Mr. Hussein’s weapons of mass
destruction and removing him from
office. As Frances Fitzgerald points
out in a recent article in the New York
Review of Books, the conservative har-
dliners that make up the present U.S.
administration want, quite simply, a
re-distribution of the cards in West
Asia, a total transformation of the re-
gion that would also result in a final,
pro-Israeli solution to the Palestinian
problem. September 11 showed up
the limitations of U.S. policy towards
friendly Arab regimes such as Egypt or

France is steering a clever middle path between
total opposition to the U.S. policy on Iraq and a
British-style acquiescence.

tions, the second authorising military
action only if Baghdad does not give
weapons inspectors the unfettered
access demanded in the first.

France, Russia and China have all
expressed strong misgivings about
the U.S. proposal. Russia distanced it-
self further from Washington by
sharply criticising Anglo-American
bombing raids on Iraq last weekend.
That wiil herald the start of what dip-
lomats are calling the “real negotia-
tions” as the “sceptical three” spell
out their key demands. There have
been signs that Beijing may be pre-
paring to abstain from the Security
Council vote just as there are signs
that Russia will go along if the U.S. in
return agrees to turn a blind eye to its
policy in Chechnya and agrees to un-
derwrite the $8 billion it is owed by
Iraq.

Washington’s intentions in Iraq are
ambiguous. For the record, the U.S.
argues that Saddam Hussein poses a
grave threat to humanity and should
be replaced by more democratic and
less belligerent forces. What kind of
regime change would the Americans
like to see? The stability of Iraq dom-
inated by the Kurds in the north and
the Shias in the south, can be assured
only by the Sunni majority in the cen-
tre, a majority firmly controlled by
Mr. Hussein.

America’s real motives, however,
are another matter altogether. What
does the Bush Administration really
want? What is the hidden agenda? The
game plan is not restricted to destroy-

Saudi Arabia, they argue.

Tony Blair’s speech at the Labour
Party conference on October 1 quite
clearly compared Iraq today to Japan
or Germany in 1945. The underlying
message was a warning against ap-
peasement. A realignment of forces in
West Asia, U.S. neo-imperialists ar-
gue, will begin with Iraq, the domino
effect sweeping regimes in Syria,
Egypt, Iran and Saudi Arabia in quick
succession. The prospect of such far-
reaching and potentially hazardous
changes following decades of precari-
ous stability is making European Gov-
ernments take careful stock of their
options.

Turkey’s Prime Minister, Bulent
Ecevit, has questioned the possible
economic and political consequences
of an invasion of Iraq. Turkey’s strate-
giclocation and frequent cooperation
has made it one of America’s major
military partners in the region. Anka-
ra is worried Iragi Kurds will join
hands with its own separatist Kurdish
minority.

The rulers of Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and Egypt have all in the past
been allies of the U.S., especially in
the first Gulf War. Caught between a
rock and a hard place, between the ire
ofthe U.S. and the predominantly an-
ti-American feelings of their popula-
tions, they have given cautious
approval to the use of force if it has
U.N. Security Council backing.

Israel’s Ariel Sharon will probably
see an attack against Iraq as a positive
signal to settle his scores with the Pal-

estinians. It is likely that he will at-
tempt to push the Palestinians from
the West Bank into Jordan with a re-
sultant tumbling of the Hashemite
Dynasty in Amman. Jordan, whose oil
imports come almost exclusively
from Iraq, has been the most vocifer-
ous opponent of an invasion of Iraq.

For the U.S., an invasion of lraq
would also mean direct control over
the oilfields of West Asia. And for Eu-
rope, especially for France, therein
lies the rub. France has backed the re-
turn of weapons inspectors but has
serious reservations about an attack
onIraq. As one of the European states
with substantial assets locked up in
Iraq, France is fearful of losing its
foothold in that country and experts
say the very public quarrel between
Paris and Washington hides a more
close to the bone dialogue between
the two countries. The U.S. has
warned that any state wishing to op-
pose its policies in the Gulf could kiss
goodbye to access to Iraqi oilfields
and lucrative reconstruction con-
tracts once hostilities have come to an
end. Using the U.N. and the legitima-
cy it provides, France is steering a
clever middle path between total op-
position to the U.S. policy on Iraq and
a British-style acquiescence. This has
the dual advantage of preserving
France’'s reputation for holding its
own against U.S. hegemony and pow-
er politics while leaving the door open
to joining forces with America once a
showdown begins. As a permanent
member of the Security Council as
well as the Atlantic Alliance, France is
in a more delicate position than Chi-
na or Russia.

An invasion of Irag will entail not
just an aerial bombing campaign but
the deployment of several hundred
thousand ground troops. Some
250,000 troops were involved in the
Gulf War 10 vears ago. This time hos-
tilities are expected to last longer
since the plan is the occupation of
Iraq and the installation of a “friend-
ly” Government in Baghdad. France
had actively cooperated with the U.S.
lendingits airpower as well as sending
in ground troops during the Gulf War.
Its seasoned diplomats, adept at
steering their country out of stickv sit-
uations will no doubt find a way of
running with the hare while hunting
with the hounds.



/$hg3 need is to foster
“yc ties in every field

By K. K. Katyal

PARIS, OCT. 3. “What we want is
wide relations with India. Both
France and India are real play-
ers in today’s world and need to
foster ties in every field, diplo-
matic, political, economic, sci-
entific and cultural,” says a
| senior official in the French

. Prime Minister’s Secretariat.

' Another — from the Foreign
Office — speaks of the priority,
given by their President, Jac-
ques Chirac, to dealings with In-
dia. The reference is made to
the strategic dialogue, and its
scope and sweep — covering as
it does, on the one side, the stra-

i tegic balance in South Asia and

the Indian Ocean, India’s rela-

tions with Pakistan and China,

Afghanistan and India’s nuclear

doctrine and, on the other, the

unification of the European

Union, particularly evolution of

the common security and for-

eign policies, NATO and its
doctrines.

France, as other powers in
Europe, big and small, are now
preoccupied with major issues
of war and peace but officials do
find time to talk to a visiting In-
dian journalist on bilateral ties
and concerns. And understan-
dably the India-Pakistan ten-
sion and New Delhi’s nuclear
stance figure at some length.

This is how the India-Pakis-
tan problem is viewed: “We do
not interfere with the internal
matters of India and respect its
sovereignty. We condemn alil
acts of terrorism and do not ac-
cept any justification for that.
We have made it clear to the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf. But not all terrorist acts
could be of Pakistan origin. We
acknowledge his role in curbing
terrorism.”

Also, the “India-Pakistan ten-
sion is not merely a regional
problem, but a matter of con-
cern for the international com-
munity. Only a dialogue
between the two countries

could lead to solution — dia-
logue at any level, official, non-
official or any other channel.”
The nuclear issue is seen
thus: “Unlike the unrealistic ap-
proach of the U.S. and others,
we did not choose to margin-
alise India (after its nuclear
tests). That approach was quite
wise and we were able to devel-
op a good dialogue. India’s ac-
tion was not illegal but it was
regrettable.” A case is made for
India accepting the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty. When
reminded that it was overtaken
by events (and has not yet been
ratified even by the U.S. Senate)
we are told that New Delhi's ac-
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cession to the treaty would,
nonetheless, be a good political
gesture.

“Advance by India on non-
proliferation” is also mentioned
as a prerequisite for French help
to India to set up nuclear power
plants. At the practical level, the
importance of such cooperation
is recognised — India’s energy
requirements are colossal while
France, which meets 80 per cent
of its needs by nuclear power,
has achieved a high degree of
technological advance. But the
French side cites its commit-
ments to the Nuclear Suppliers’
Group or the London Club, bar-
ring transfer of nuclear technol-
ogy to a country, which does
not accept full scope nuclear
safeguards for its facilities. Ef-
forts are still on to find a way
out (as suggested by the pres-
ence last week of a delegation
from India’s Atomic Energy
Commission). The space for a
solution is not altogether non-
existent — what India needs is
nuclear energy technology for
civilian uses and, as for the nu-
clear development, it has uni-
laterally accepted moratorium
on tests.

In the economic sphere,

ieies

cooperation is far below the po-
tential — a problem noted over
the years by the people who
matter on both sides but which
has defied a solution. In the
early nineties, it was understan-
dable for the French to have res-
ervations about the reform
process — they were not sure
whether it was durable and irre-
versible but there could be no
such misgivings on that count
now. The French private sector
remains hesitant. My interloc-
utors mention three factors —
hassles caused by the bureau-
cracy in India, weakness of the
infrastructure and occasional
crisis that frighten investors
(even though overall stability
and the vastness of the Indian
market is recognised). The
problem is not one-sided. The
delegation of the CII goes back
with the impression that India,
too, needs to redouble efforts to
acquaint the French on what it
could offer.

These issues figure in the del-
egation’s talks with the French
Finance Minister, Francis Mer,
and the head of Medef, the or-
ganisation of French trade and
industry, Antoine Selliere. The
Finance Minister notes the low-
level of French investment and
urges the two sides to address
the causes.

He wants the CII to provide
the list of all companies in India
so as to drive home to the
French side the reality — of
their investments lagging far
behind.

He will be in India later in the
year for a meeting of the G-20
and promises to meet the busi-
nessmen again.

Yes, big French companies
are already in India and the task
now is to bring small and medi-
um undertakings.

The sentiments, expressed by
the French side, officials and
others, are propitious.

How to translate them into

reality is the main task now. '
(Concluded)
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By K.K. Katyal )(\i) A’

PARIS, OCT. 2. A sense of relaxa-
tion in the corridors of power
can't be missed in conversa-
tions with officials and others
even during a brief visit here.
| This is attributed to only one
factor — the end of co-habita-
tion. The Presidential and par-
liamentary elections earlier this
yeatr, as is known, meant control
! of the Presidency and a majority
in the lower house of Parlia-
ment for the conservatives. Jac-
ques Chirac was elected
President for a second term
while his party won the majority
of seats in the National Assemb-
ly — 399 out of 577. In his previ-
ous term, Mr. Chirac had to deal
with the Socialist majority in
Parliament for five years.
What is the meaning, the sig-
nificance, of the change? The
top aide of the new Prime Min-
ister, Jean Pierre Raffarin, says
the outcome of the election is
very interesting and astonishing
— it dispels the impression that
the French people like a “bal-
ance” of power — with the Pres-
ident and the Prime Minister
belonging to different parties.
The theory that it is good for the
country to have checks and bal-
ances has been proved wrong.
He calis it a case of two legiti-
macies — there is a personal
link between the people and the
President, who is directly elect-
ed, while the Prime Minister
represents the expression of the
“majority in the National As-
| sembly. With both belonging to

the same party, it is described as
i a smooth division of labour.

case of

The President represents
France, gives general guide-
lines. The Prime Minister is to
implement the guidelines.” The
point the aide seeks to make is
that there could be tensions if
the equation between them is
disturbed.

The responsibilities of the
French President, under the
Constitution, fall into three cat-
egories. As the guardian of the
Constitution, he can lay matters
before the Constitutional Coun-
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cil, initiate constitdtignal review
and make known hi§ views on
the interpretation off\ constitu-
tional provisions. He }s respon-
sible for the proper functioning
of the public authorities and the
continuity of the State. And he
is the guarantor of the external
sovereignty of the State — he is
to ensure the country’s inde-
pendence, the integrity of na-
tional territory and adherence
to international treaties to
which France is party. The main
powers of the National Assemb-
ly are to adopt statutes and to
supervise government policies.

As such, there is considerable
scope for friction and clash —
as was evident during the peri-
od of co-habitation that is just
over or in the past when a So-
cialist President had to do busi-
ness with a right-wing majority
in the lower House.

On foreign policy, both the
President and the Prime Minis-
ter are required to play key roles
but apparently there had been
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0 legitimacies

no occasion for major diver-
gences. But “beneath the veil O
unanimity, there have been"
sharp differences”. In support is
cited the case of the Africa pol-
icy in the past. Mr. Chirac
showed considerable sensitivity
to the problems of various Afri-
can countries, he had personal
links and knew most of the
Heads of State and, as such,
showed understanding of their
problems, but the outgoing So-
cialist Prime Minister, Lionel
Jospin, took a “remote, one-sid-
ed view”.

Would there have been a
clash on the Iraq policy if Mr.
Chirac, hypothetically speaking,
had to do business with a So-
cialist Prime Minister? The an-
swer is in the negative. There is
a promise of greater smooth-
ness in decision-making on for-
eign policy.

As regards India, Mr. Chirac
had no difficulty with Mr. Jospin
but “now high intensity is to be
given to the relationship” with
New Delhi. Normally the Prime
Minister does not travel abroad
(beyond the European Union).
But Mr. Raffarin, though in of-
fice for a few months, has al-
ready planned a visit to India —
and to China and Russia — early
next year. There is no tradition
of institutionalised discussions
with India (unlike the other
two) but nonetheless New Delhi
will be his “important destina-
tion”.

He will be accompanied by a
delegation of top French indus-
trialists, as was the case with
Mr. Chirac during his visit to In-
dia in January 1998.
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By Hasan Suroor \/\‘)

LONDON, SEPT 27. A major irritant
in Anglo-French relations has
been laid to rest with France
agreeing to phase out the con-
tentious Sangatte refugees
camp whose proximity to the
Channel Tunnel has made it a
staging post for asylum seekers
to try and enter Britain illegally.

Under an agreement, reac-
hed between the two countries
on Thursday after months of
wrangling, the camp will not ac-
cept any new inmates from No-
vember 15 and the place will be
completely shut down next
April.

Britain has agreed to take half
of those who are found to be
genuine refugees after a U.N.
screening of the camp’s over
1,000 existing inmates, mostly
Iraqi Kurds, Turks and Afghans.
Those who have their claims re-
jected would be deported and
given money to return to their
homes and rebuild their lives.
But many said the ‘compensa-
tion” — £1,300 — was not

Asylum seekeré coVéf their face§ While vie“avlng ihe Sangafte
Red Cross refugee camp as French police stand guard at the
entrance on Thursday. — Reuters

enough as they had spent much
more to get to Europe in search
of better prospects. “I borrowed
$5,000 to get to England. 1 am

going to go every day to try and
get on a ship to England,” one
asylum seeker said. The British
Home Secretary, David Blun-

78 200 MR

o phase out Sangatte camp
250

kett, who is determined to rid
Britain of its image as a “soft
touch” for asylum-seekers,
hailed the agreement as a ‘sig-
nificant’ step. “This is excellent
progress and demonstrates the
commitment of both Govern-
ments to tackling the problem
of illegal immigration,” he said
after a meeting with his French
counterpart, Nicolas Sarkozy.
The camp, set up by Red
Cross three years ago, has been
a constant source of irritation
for the British Government as
refugees try to clamber on to
U.K.-bound trains and lorries in
a desperate bid to get into Bri-
tain, even risking their lives. Its
repeated pleas to France to
close down the camp was met
with a frosty response until now
with the French Government
blaming Britain's liberal asylum
regime for attracting asylum
seekers.Britain’s asylum rules
are comparatively softer than
those of other European coun-
tries, but stung by criticism Mr.

Blunkett has vowed to gettough
on immigrants. / |
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France not for unilateral action against Iraq
Mo

By K. K. Katyal

PARIS, SEPT. 26. France today re-
jected — in clear, unambiguous
terms — the idea of unilateral
action against Iraq and called
for keeping the United Nations
in the picture.

The stand of France was elab-
orated by its Foreign Minister,
Dominique de Villepin, in an
exclusive interview that covered
a wide range of issues, notably
bilateral ties with India, the sit-
uation in South Asia and the fu-
ture of Europe.

In reply to pointed queries on
Iraq, he made out a strong case
for confining the current dis-
cussions to the return of weap-
ons inspectors to Iraq and
ensuring its compliance with
the U.N. resolution in fulfilment
of its obligations on nuclear
non-proliferation. Changing of
the regime is not the objective,

Dominique de Villepin

the responsibility of the U.N. “If
we were to aim at changing re-
gimes, then we are going into a
process where we do not know

2719
. where to end. Also, who is to

judge which regime is good or
bad? It will be a source of in-
stability and other countries
might be a target after Iraq.”
The present situation, ac-
cording to him, needed to be
treated in two separate phases
— one, to assess the decision of
Iraq (on unconditional return of
inspectors to be precise about
the technical arrangements,
which, in any case, were there
in Resolution 1284). There
could be a new resolution on
the same subject — practical ar-
rangements for the return of in-
spectors, even though it is not
absolutely necessary. But inclu-
sion of the use of force in such a
resolution was not acceptable
— that would divide the inter-
national community at a time
when consensus needed to be
preserved. ‘“We want the inter-
national community to send a
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strong signal to Arabs and other
countries that there was no hid-
den agenda. And if Iraq failed
on compliance, the Security
Council could meet again and
consider various options.” But
that would be a separate phase,
he said. The two phases were
not to be mixed. “Let us not pre-
judge Iraq” he stressed. Any ac-
tion that became necgssary
should be the responsibility of
the U.N., not of the U.S.

In pursuance of these objec-
tives, France was in touch with
Russia and China. As he saw it,
India and France had identical
views on the subject.

As regards India-Pakistan
problems, he favoured resump-
tion of dialogue between the
two countries. “The elections
(in Jammu and Kashmir) mark
an important stage in the return
to stability. We condemn acts of
violence.”
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“French troops move in to protect children

By Vaiju Naravane \/\() i

PARIS, SEPT. 25. Even as French
paratroopers moved in to pro-
tect students and staff of a mis-
sionary school in the central
town of Bouake, noisy anti-
French and anti-American
demonstrations shook Abidjan,
the capital of the Western Afri-
can state of Ivory Coast.

French soldiers today threw a
security ring around the school
in the central town of Bouake
where rebels are still holding
out in after a coup attempt
failed last Thursday.

About 170 foreigners, mainly
Americans, remain holed up at
the school as fighting between
rebels and government forces
continues to rage. There are
about 100 children among
them. The school, which lies be-
tween rebel and army positions,
came under fire on Tuesday and
U.S. troops began moving from
neighbouring Ghana to the Ivo-
ry Coast in order to evacuate the
children and the school staff
should this prove necessary.
oment there is no
t evacuation,” Mi-
the French

Children play in the international Christian Academy in
Bouake, lvory Coast, in this recent photo.

ty at the school told journalists.
“The school staff are happy to
receive protection and they now
feel safe”.

Almost a week after a failed
coup in the Ivory Coast the sit-
uation there remains tense. The
Ivorian authorities have ac-
cused neighbouring Burkina
Faso of being directly respon-
sible for the instability that has
now become chronic. Last
week’s coup claimed several
lives including those of the Ivor-
ian Interior Minister and former
dictator and rebel leader, Rob-

ert Guei, who has been blamed
for orchestrating simultaneous
uprisings in three cities, the
capital Abidjan, Bouake in the
centre and Korhogo in the
north. A pro government news-
paper has openly accused the
Burkina Faso President, Blaise
Campaore, of encouraging and
arming the rebels.

Several Burkina Faso mi-
grants living and working in the
relatively better off Ivory Coast
became the object of persecu-
tion at the hands of paramilitary
militias in Abidjan earlier this

week. The President, Gbagbo,
was out of the country when the
attempted coup took place.

The French Government said
it would back diplomatic efforts
to restore order and that the
French Foreign Minister, Do-
minique de Villepin, would at-
tend a regional summit meeting
in Morocco on Thursday. !
France has intervened militarily |
before and the French foreign |
affairs spokesman was tight-
lipped about the role French
soldiers are to play in the pre-
sent crisis. “French troops are
there as a preventive measure,
as a precaution a technical
measure for the safety of French
nationals in Cote d'Ivoire. The
perimeter of the action for the
mission is clearly limited. As
long as we consider there is a
risk, the units will stay.

The Former Ivorian Prime
Minister, Alassane Ouattara,
had sought refuge in the resi-
dence of the French Ambassa-
dor in Abidjan. The present
Ivorian crisis is also 1 settling ot
old scores and Mr. Quattara’s
opponents have also been pro-
testing against the French deci-
sion to give him protection and
refuge.
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PARIS, JULY 14. The French President, Jac-
ques Chirac, today narrowly escaped an as-
sassination atternpt during his inspection
of the military parade in Paris to mark Bas-
tille Day, France’s national day.

Police said a 25-year-old gunman, know
to them as “belonging to neo-Nazi and
hooligan movements” fired one shot from
a .22 calibre rifle before he was overpower-
ed. An investigation into the security lapse
that allowed him to get so close to the pres-
idential motorcade has been ordered.

The man was carrying his rifle in a guitar
case. He opened the case and drew out his
rifle amid packed crowds lining the famous
avenue of Champs Elysees just as Mr. Chi-
rac passed by in an open motorcade. The
assailant fired one shot at close range. The
crowd raised an alarm and the man was
quickly disarmed and arrested by police
personnel. No one was injured and the mil-
itary parade continued unaffected.

This was Mr. Chirac’s eighth national pa-
rade since he was elected President in 1995,
but his first after his dramatic re-election in
May 2002.

The July 14 celebrations mark the fall of
the Bastille prison in Paris at the start of the
French Revolution in 1789. Over 4,000 sol-
diers took part in this year’s parade amid
heightened fears of terrorist attacks. Securi-
ty has been stepped up following fresh rev-
elations about terrorist cells with links to
Al-Qaeda and other organisations operat-
ing in the country. Initial fears that an Is-
lamic militant could have carried out the
assassination attempt were quickly put to
rest when the police issued a statement
confirming the arrest of a man “belonging
to neo-Nazi and hooligan movements’’.

By Vaiju Naravane

A méri is pinned down by police after he fired a shot during thé Basillle D

A

A narrow escape for Chirac

parade on the Champs Elysees avenue in Paris on Sunday. — AP

AP reports:

Mr. Chirac on Sunday urged reform of
France’s asylum laws, quicker processing of
asylum requests and stronger efforts
against smugglers of illegal immigrants. In a
wide-ranging televised interview on Bastille

Day, he also said the military needed
strengthening and expressed support for
the building of a second aircraft carrier.
In the interview, Mr. Chirac was not
asked about and did not mention the at-
tempt on his life hours earlier. — AP

e LINDS




P
" SANGATTE / TIME-FRAME BEING WORKED OUT
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‘France to close d

PARIS, JULY 12. A refugee centre
at the heart of growing tensions
between Britain and France
over illegal immigration will be
closed down, the French Interi-
or Minister, Nicolas Sarkozy,
announced on Friday.

The announcement was
made following a meeting be-
tween Mr. Sarkozy and his Brit-
ish counterpart, David Blunkett.
The two men will visit the area
in September to determine a
“precise and definitive calen-
dar,” Mr. Sarkozy said.

The Red Cross-run centre
near the Channel Tunnel has
been used as a stepping stone
for refugees trying to sneak into
Britain, where asylum laws have
been more lax than in France.

After being named Interior
Minister in June, Mr. Sarkozy
said he favoured closing the ref-
ugee centre — but not sudden-
ly.
The centre will be closed be-
tween “'the last trimester of this
year” and “the first trimester of
next year,” he said.

Sangatte houses up to 1,500
refugees, many of whom are

P

ANY HOPE ON THE HORIZON?: Refugees of the

own camp
14 |

Z

Sangatte

camp watch ferries from the beach near Calais, northern
France, in this recent photo.

willing to risk their lives to reach
Britain by clambering aboard
trains under the English Chan-
nel, or trying to cross the tunnel
on foot.

Last year, six people died try-
ing to sneak through to Britain.

Britain has been pressing for
the centre to close, as has Fu-
rotunnel, the company that
runs the Channel Tunnel. It has
lost millions of dollars in lost

gPE HINDL

freight traffic because of the ref-
ugee problem.

The centre was set up in 1999
in an abandoned warehouse
and meant to house some 650
people.

Mr. Sarkozy and Mr. Blunkett
met on June 25 in London, but
failed to reach agreement on a
closing date for the centre. —
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Paris, June 16 (Reuters):
French President Jacques
Chirac’s Centre-Right won a
landslide parliamentary majori-
ty today, turning the tables on
the Left and denying the anti-im-
migrant National Front any
seats at all, exit polls indicated.

Polling institufes said
Chirac’s newly-founded Union
for a Presidential Majority
(UMP) and allies would win 385-
405 seats in the 577-seat National
Assembly against 172-192 for So-
cialists and other Left parties
who had run the lower house for
five years.

The National Front wonnot a
single seat despite its veteran
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen’s
shock success in a presidential
vote in April. Le Pen came sec-
ond to Chirac, edging out Social-
ist Prime Minister Lionel
Jospin, who promptly resigned
his post. “What is clear today is
that one party, the UMP, is going
to have more than 60 per cent of
the seats,” said pollster Roland
Cayrol of the CSA institute as of-
ficial counts started coming.

“It’s the first time in the his-
tory of the Fifth Republic.”

The UMP is the first group-
ing to unite the factions of the
Centre-Right since the present
constitution was adopted in 1958.

The swing to the Right should
give it its biggest majority since
1993 and offer Chirac a strong
hand to make tax cuts, ease
labour laws and reform pensions
after five years of paralysing
“cohabitation” with a Left-wing
parliament and government.

“This is very good. It’s a big

A child stands next to his
parents as they cast their
vote in Tulle, France. (AFP)

majority. Chirac will be able to
reorganise the government and
put France back on track,” said
Catherine Levy, a supporter at
the UMP’s headquarters in
Paris. The Socialists and their
Communist, Green and other al-
lies together had held 314 seats
by the end of the previous legis-
lature against 245 for the main-
stream right.

“When a team loses, you need
to change the team,” said disap-
pointed Socialist activist Simone
Soussan, 68, a retired teacher
speaking amid the gloom at the
party’s headquarters.

There was a least some good
news for Jospin’s interim succes-
sor as Socialist Party chief Fran-
cois Hollande, who held onto his
seat. He may still face an inter-

/Chirac landslide
", buries Le Pen_/

nal leadership battle.

Less good for the Socialists,
Martine Aubry, a former labour
minister and architect of the
party’s controversial 35-hour
standard working week, was
beaten in the northern town of
Lille.

Other losing leftists were for-
mer European affairs minister
Pierre Moscovici, National As-
sembly Speaker Raymond Forni
and party spokesman Vincent
Peillon — all Socialists — as well
as Greens national secretary Do-
minique Voynet.

The result had been widely
expected after parties support-
ing Chirac, who had trounced Le
Pen by four votes to one in the
presidential runoff on May 5,
took a comfortable lead in the
first round parliamentary voting
last Sunday.

In the bulk of constituencies,
where no one won 50 per cent last
week, two- or three-way runoffs
were required today. Reflecting
widespread voter apathy, absten-
tion hit record levels. Pollsters
estimated 38 per cent of people
did not vote.

“I'm really quite sick of all
this voting in such a short space

- of time,” waitress Marie-Ange

Angelique said in the Paris sub-
urb of Nogent.

The victory of Chirac’s camp
marked the latest step in the
mainstream Right’s advance

across western Europe, where |

similar parties have ousted left-
wing governments in Italy, Den-

mark, the Netherlands and Por- |

tugal and may do so in Germany
in September: /
ptembe /://
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< Trends point to b1g majority

Chlrac VOWS

fast refo

FROM MARK JOHN (\/

Paris, June 10 (Reuters):
French ' President Jacques
Chirac’s conservatives pledged
to deliver fast on key reform
promises today after trouncing
the Left and far Right in the first
round of a parliamentary elec-

tion that pointed to a solid major- '

ity
Winning an estimated 44 per
cent in the first of the two voting
rounds, the Centre-Right took a
solid lead yesterday over the So-
cialists and their Communist
and ecologist Greens partners,
who scored a total of 37 per cent
amid mass abstention.
With next Sunday’s decisive
runoffs seen freeing Chirac from
| the strait-jacket of five years’
“cahabitation” power-sharing
with Left-wing rivals, allies in-
sisted they had been '‘given a
mandate for change and the po-
litical scope to achieve it.
“People are giving us the
message: ‘Watch it! Now we want
results’,” Jean-Francois Cope,
chief spokesman for Chirac’s
caretaker government told
France Inter radio. ‘
Pollsters saw the Centre-
Right winning over 380 seats in
the 577-strong National Assem-
bly lower house, reversing the
Left-wing majority of the past
five years and making France
the latest European country to
swing Right after Italy, Denmark
and Portugal.
 Jean-Marie Le Pen’s anti-im-
migrant National Front failed to
repeat its leader's shotk surge in

Jacques Chirac

April’s presidential election,
with its result falling to 11 per
cent from 15 per cent five years
ago as voters eschewed small
parties.

Yet those who recalled the
angry protests in 1995 when
Chirac tried to introduce struc-
tural reforms advised caution —
that unrest led to the Left’s 1997
legislative victory. “The new gov-
ernment should have a large par-
liament majority. But that's no
guarantee the reforms will find
support on the streets,” warned

BNP Paribas economist Do-
minique Barbet.
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ui ,%lge people! .
¢ Chiracgh\as n, now he must perform

acques Chirac — overwhelming winner thanks to the

expectedly huge kitty of keep-Le Pen-out votes — has two
jobs as France’s re-elected President. First the political task;
leading cofiservatives to a victory iy the patliaméntary eléctions
in June. Second, the presidential task; leading the French peo-
ple and the political system out of the twin dangers of extye-
mism and indifference, neither of which can be said to have
been permanently tackled in the second round presidential vot-
ing. Chirac’s choice of the loyal but unknown Jean-Pierre
Raffarin as the interim Prime Minister — Lionel Jospin quit, as
he promised —could cut both ways. A fresh face may appeal to
voters, if combined with some bright ideas, and counter what
will undoubtedly be a determined Sqcialist campaign to win
back lost ground. On the other hand, the French conservatives
have about half a dozen prima donnas (Gauilists and non-
Gaullists both) who have been ignored by Chirac for prime
ministership and whose resultant actions may be less than fully
helpful when it comes to the June elections. There’s also Jean-
Marie Le Pen. Being vanquished in the final race for the Elysee
Palace will not take away the attraction of a parliamentary
prize, which will come if the National Front gets enough seats
to hold the balance in the legislature.

Tough as winning the June elections is, it pales in comparison
with the job of keeping the Fifth Republic’s many groups and
interests together. Chirac will rule a France where the native/
immigrant problem is serious — Le Pen struck a chord here.
French elite means, give and take a few provincial notables, the
Parisian elite. Chirac must see that the less prosperous sections
of French society does not see Paris as a different country; the
Parisian elite behaves as if it is. Plus, there are pending policy
quandaries. Can a man lampooned as “superliar” in TV satire
shows and with enough scandals to match an Indian politician,
give the French a feel good feeling? Even a second French

victory at the soccer World Cup may ive Chirac enough
momentum — and that is saying a Wv
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/\9(/(‘ \,\VR Ight of Passage (&t 1S \é/
. European political parties are engaged in a new and frenetit racefo
the right. French National Front leader Le Pen actually gave the far
_.right a bad name by carrying things too far too soon. Now that he has
been beaten back by the more established parties in France, the far right
in Europe can once again look forward to rising with respectability.
Close on the heels of French leftists, socialists and conservatives closing
_ranks to ensure the victory of Jacques Chirac in the second round of
elections, comes news of disturbing developments across the Channel,
in England. The anti-immigrant British National Party, openly commit-
‘“ted to an “all-white Britain”, won a respectable 18 per cent of the votes
- cast in the northern cities of Bradford, Burnley and Oldham. This is the
" highest percentage ever polled by the BNP in the last 20 years in these
~depressed cities that are tormented by racial conflict. Next day,
- Conservative Party MP Ann Winterton regaled a club dinner with a
“joke about an Englishman throwing a Pakistani out of a train window
“-saying, “They are ten a penny in my country” underscoring that a
" Pakistani was not of any more value to England than a cigar to a rich
Cuban or a Nikon camera to a wealthy Japanese. Ms Winterton was
-rsacked from the Conservative Party’s shadow cabinet after she refused
to quit on her own saying that this was no “resigning” matter. Such jokes
“presage the flavour of the coming political season in Britain and the
-.continent where new lines of racial divisions are being drawn.

" Britain might be at loggerheads with the European Union on any
- number of issues including a common currency, but where it is assuredly
- one with the continent is in the matter of making Fortress Europe more
" impregnable against identifiable immigrants, specifically Muslims in the
-raftermath of 9/11. Austria’s notoriously far-right politician Joerg Haider

of the Freedom Party, whose populist nationalism won him a huge 27

per cent of the vote and provoked Europe-wide protests in 1999-2000,

appears relatively moderate to those, such as Le Pen, who have
. followed in his wake. From the Netherlands’ just-assassinated
¢ Pim Fortuyn and Belgium’s Filip de Winter to Denmark’s Pia
« Kjaersgaard and Switzerland’s Chris Bloch, there is a swing to the far
. right rooted in a politics of hate against foreigners. The British, for all
. their much-vaunted multiculturalism, are not only part of this
continental drift but actually a step ahead with their tried and tested
success in a divide-and-rule policy. This instrument of colonial rule has
been revived with a vengeance by the BNP. Anticipating race riots in
- north England, BNP chief Nick Griffin says that “whites were not the
only ones responsible for such riots”. Mr Griffin claims the support of
sections of non-Muslim Asians, such as Hindus and Sikhs, revealing that
- his strategy is to break up the solidarity in the ghettos and make
common cause with non-Muslims in the first stage of the onslaught
directed against aliens. Obviously Britain is out to avenge Le Pen’s
defeat, and not make the mistakes he made. The expectation in Oldham
— which witnessed last year the worst race riots in 15 years — as voiced
by BNP leader Mick Treacy is that Le Pen “will give confidence to
. people,show them that the far-right can be elected”. -
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vFrench Lesson

‘Even as the Indian Upper House finalty showed the wa?'%t of the
Gujarat impasse by adopting a unanimous resolution, Fraace was
celebrating an event of enormous universal import. In what must surely
rank as a quiet revolution, Jacques Chirac won the presidential election
in the second round by a landslide vote of 82 per cent against his
National Front rival Jean Marie Le Pen, who polled 18 per cent.
These are record voting figures — the highest and lowest voting
percentages — for any French presidential election under the fifth
republic. Furthermore, the voter turnout in the second round was
higher than the first, establishing that those who had stayed away earlier
now rushed to stop Mr Le Pen. This election holds lessons not just for
France but for India as well. When the Left and centre get fragmented
and splinter into factions, each caught in its own sectarian agenda and
personality cult, the extreme right is able to gain. The fight between the
German socialists and the communists paved the road to Hitler’s rise to
power. The same kind of Leftist fragmentation and consolidation of
extreme right enabled Mr Le Pen to outperform socialist leader
Leonard Jospin in the first round of the recent French election. Howev-
er, that victory scared the French Left enough to ensure it would rally
around in favour of Mr Chirac. As one of them put it, while Mr Chirac
was only an adversary of the Left, Mr Le Pen was its enemy. The French
Left and centre adopted the sensible, classic strategic adage that the
enemy’s enemy is an ally. Result: 62 per cent of voters switched their
votes to Jacques Chirac while only one per cent did so for Mr Le Pen.

In India, the fragmentation of the so-called secularists has helped
religion-based parties to make inroads into the power structures of our
polity. However, unlike in India, in France there is an effective
mechanism for ensuring that the country does not slip into extremism
— in the form of a second round of elections and the compulsion to
obtain a minimum of 50 per cent of votes polled. The massive consensus
in favour of Mr Chirac became possible because the constitution of fifth
republic took into account the nature of factional politics and the
history of coalition governance in France, and prescribed that the
presidency should be based on an absolute electoral majority, which
would necessitate consensus formation among different political
parties. Even without the Le Pen factor, Jacques Chirac — with a 20 per
cent popular vote in the first round — would have had to secure
another 30 per cent to get elected. That would not have been possible
without political give-and-take to gain additional support. This
minimises the risk of 1deol®cal eXtremism in governance. Mere coali-
tion politics without the eigctoral :requlrement of absolute majority of
votes to get elected, leads td domingnce of single constituency votebank
politics and opportunistic aid unstable coalitions based purely on divi-
sion of political spoils. With a few fortunate exceptions, the evolution
fromfactional polities to stable democratic governance still has a long

7201; in mos[}p‘)arts of the world. As we in India know only towell
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/ Pro, anti-

By Vaiju Naravane 9 . \K

PARIS MAY 1. The spectre of the extréme right
in France has shaken the French out of their
apathy. Over a million people demonstrated
in France today to protest against the xeno-
phobic, extreme right wing National Front
whose leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen, staged a
stunning upset in the first round of presi-
dential elections here on April 21.

Fears of street violence at May Day dem-
onstrations proved to be unfounded and the
two marches, one organised by Mr. Le Pen’s
extreme right National Front and the other
by those opposed to him passed off
peacefully.

Up to a million people demonstrated
peacefully throughout France on Wednes-
day against Mr. Le Pen, by far the largest
turnout yet against the ultra-nationalist pol-
itician since he qualified for Sunday’s presi-
dential runoff.

The marchers belonged to different
trades unions, associations and political
parties. The slogan today was “Together
against Le Pen”. Placards carried by the
demonstrators read “No to racism, no to
hate” and “The revolution has begun.” A
man had hung the sign “I eat fascists”
around the neck of his pet dog.

At 4 p.m. local time, thousands of march-
ers, blocked in smaller back streets, were
still trying to join the main demonstration as
it crawled forward from the Place de la Re-
publique to the Bastille. Police estimate
there were 200,00 Persons in Paris. The orga-
nisers claim there were at least twice that
number.

The huge boulevard that takes cars five
abreast was thick with people, chanting,
singing, exchanging bouquets of lilly of the
valley, the customary greeting on May Day
in France.

“Ihave always voted left and I have always
taken part in the May Day celebratibiis, but'
this year it is special. I think all of France is
here. We have heard the wake up call. Le Pen
shall not be allowed to pass. There is no
room ggr the likes of him here,” said Mrs

V.
Le Pen rallies

/\

AN

Y
peaceful

UNFLAGGING ZEAL?: The French extreme-right National Front presidential
candidate, Jean-Marie Le Pen, salutes supporters during a speech
in Paris on Wednesday. — Reuters

Martine Couturier, a retired factory worker.
Even before a massive demonstration in Pa-
ris reached its peak, turnout in dozens of ci-
ties across the rest of France had reached
nearly 900,000, according to the Interior
Ministry and media.

The National Front held its own rival dem-
onstration with a wreath laying ceremony at
the statue of Joan of Arc in Paris. Police say
there were about 10,000 demonstrators
though the National Front claims 100,000
persons joined in.

In a rambling speech that lasted an hour
and a half and which was frequently inter-
rupted by lound handclapping by his sup-
porters, the 73 year old Mr Le Pen criticised
his rival, incumbent conservative President,
Jacques Chirac, who he said was guilty of

‘corrttption and dishonesty.

In an annual May Day event that took on
added importance this year because of Mr.
Le Pen’s surprise candidacy, the candidate
laid a bouquet of white flowers at a gilded

statue of Joan of Arc riding a horse and wav-
ing the national flag.

For Mr. Le Pen’s National Front party, the
15th century peasant girl who led a series of
victories against the English is a symbol of
French resistance against foreign ‘invaders’.
Mr. Le Pen promised an “electoral earth-
quake” in the election’s final round, which
pits him against Mr. Chirac, who is expected
to win easily. “The ground’s going to crum-
ble under their feet,”” he said.

Wednesday was clearly the climax of
growing national protests against Mr. Le
Pen. Some 3,500 police were deployed in Pa-
ris alone. Huge rallies were held in other
French towns like Lyon, Bordeaux,Stras-
burg, Grenoble and Toulouse.

In Paris, good-natured crowds shouting
“Down with Le Pen!”’ packed the streets near
the site of the former Bastille prison. Many
were singing or playing musical instru-
ments, and a few people handed out sin;
along lyrics mocking the far-right leader,

- 7
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JACQUES CHIRAC has named
the conservative leader Jean-

Pierre Raffarin as Interim Prime
Minister after a landslide victo-

Paris, May 6

* ryover the Far-Right Jean-Marie

Le Pen.
Raffarin (53) will head a new

conservative government that

will serve for five weeks until

next month’s crucial parliamen-

tary elections.

Chirac. earlier promised that
his government would respond to
the nation’s discontent, after vot-
ers from the Left and Right unit-
ed to defeat Le Pen. Gaullist
leader Chirac had won 82 per cent
of the vote. Le Pen’s 18 per cent
meant he had won 5.8 million
votes. It was the largest margin of
victory ever achieved by a
French President. .

The turnout was 81 per cent,
compared to a record low of 72
per cent in the first round. The
higher turnout followed a two-
week period of anti-Le Pen
protests, which culminated on
May 1 Lionel Jospin, the Socialist
presidential candidate knocked
out in the first round by Le Pen,
form
ister this morning.

Chirac has accepted his resig-
nation, and appointed Raffarin.
Raffarin, a member of the Liber-
al Democracy party, used to be a
marketing director and is large-
ly unknown outside political cir-
cles. One of his visions for
France is opening its markets to
greater free trade. “I heard and

y resigned as Prime Min-

French President Jacques Chirac ani his wife Bernadette
Paris after being re-elected Presiden on Sunday.

understood your call that the re-
public lives, that the nation ral-
lies, that politics change,”
Chirac said in his victory

Speech, acknowledging discon-
tent that led to an “exceptional”
e}ectlon. The Leftwing Libera-
lon newspaper’s front page

AP

greet supporters in the Place de la Republique in

showgd a photo of Le Pen re-
treating, under an enormous
one-word headline: “Phew!"

Agencies
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TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2002

A FRINGE CONTENDER in three previous elec-

tions who turned the main challenger this time,
.Jean-Marie Le Pen of the far right National Front

has been defeated in the country’s Presidential .

election and France can breathe easy. The resur-
gence of the far right has been halted. A
mentary elections due next month, more ‘battles
lie ahead. But, for now, it is celebration time in
Paris and three cheers for a defeat. The electoral

shock of the first round when Mr. Le Pen outlasted

and ousted the Prime Minister and socialist candi-
date, Lionel Jospin, so galvanised the country that
the victory of the Gaullist incumbent, Jacques Chi-
rac, became a foregone conclusion. Even the mar-
gin of victory became predictable in the aftermath
of the first round shock. In a sublime irony, politi-
cal leaders who till the week earlier were his bitter-
est of foes lined up to support Mr. Chirac. It was as
if there was but one call: voters of France unite,
you have nothing to lose but your extremist fringe.
It was a very real threat, of a return to the fascist
era of the last century. Mr. Chirac in the end found
himself loaded with an embarrassment of political
riches, thanks to Mr. Le Pen. A disaster has been
averted but France will take long to live down the
pational shame of allowing an obnoxious person-
age like Mr. Le Pen to get so close to the Presi-
tlency

The French electmn, if anything, is proof that
voter apathy, an affliction that many democracies
appear to be suffering from, can have disastrous
consequences for the polity. Of two of the major
factors that fnoduced the shock in the first round
£ 7 w;-: apathy resulting from a
g ensured that the main-
stream party candidates were denied their due
support in the balloting, Another kéy factor in the
first round was that like-minded parties such as
the Greens and communists among the plethora

7

With parlids

CELEBRATING A DEFEAT (" "

of candidates siphoned off votes from Mr. Jospin
and paved the way for the emergence of Mr. Le Ren
as the challenger. The second round voting, when
the anti-Le Pen forces were mobilised fully to
thwart him, was a more correct reflection of the
pyed by the National Front and its
. & Wo-round election holds important
lessons as the pai'tfes tedgly for the parliamentary
battle. There will be keen interest around the
world in the outcome of that election since, follow-
ing political feforms, the French style cohabitation
between President and Prime Minister is now co-
terminus with the five-year life of parliament.
The immediate reality for the French is that a
leader who had been branded a no-hoper and
lacking in charisma will continue to lead the Re-
public for five more yeary and the “sick” man of
Europe will continue to carry the label. France’s
voice of moderatior in the councils of the Europe
Union will remain muted even as the continent
consolidates economic and political unity best
symbolised by euro, the common currency. In the
uneven Gaullist fight to defend the exception fran-
caise (the French way of life), the odds will be
weighted even more against the French. But as
France and Europe assess the reasons for the rise
and appeal of the extremist right — and left extre-
mism as well, if one goes by the first round of the
poll — the continent must brace itself for more
after-shocks. Many European Union countries
now record major mainstream electoral support
for far right parties, the Dutch being the most
probable new entrant. The reasons for the increas-
ing acceptability of the far right parties must of
course go beyond voter apathy and abstention.
The Le Pen shock, much like the Jorg Haider
bombshell did in Austria, can yet prove beneficial
if History’s lessons are remembered and retjlyght. 1,
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PARIS, May 5.
Chirac swept to landslide victory in
Presidential elections tonight, win-
ning 82 per cent of the mandate.
The turnout was massive, all ea-
ger to reject the Far Right doc-
trines of Mr Jean-Marie Le Pen,
leader of the National Front.
Although Mr Le Pen’s expected
18 per cent was the biggest ever
presidential showing for an
extremist candidate, the score
showed he had failed to follow

through on his success in the first’

electoral round on 21 April.

In contrast, the expected margin
for Mr Chirac, achieved after an
all-party uprising against Mr Le
Pen, was by far the biggest since
the creation of the Fifth Republic
in 1958. The previous biggest win
was by 57 per cent by Georges
Pompidou in 1969. A relieved Mr

— Mr Jacijties *

Chirac romps home,
on landsli gverdia

sturgmt showed
votershad heéded the'zall t0 stage
a show of force to block the Nat-
ional Front leader after the sur-
prise defeat of Mr Lionel Jospin,
Socialist Prime Minister, in the

- first round. While Mr Le Pen, 73,

hailed his performance as a victory
in the face of what he called an
establishment plot to destroy his
candidature, the mainstream voi-
ced relief after a two-week drama
which had thrown French demo-
cracy into question. Mr Chirac, 69,
was re-elected after an_all-party

front embracing, most -sections .

united behind his-candidature.
With the poll regarded as a
referendum on democracy, many
voters made little effort to hide
their discomfort at having to back
Mr Chirac. Left-wing supporters

M STATESMA,

1%

said they were performing their
civic duty with heavy hearts, fin-
ding it hard to believe that they had
to vote for a conservative politician.

Few voters followed Left sugge-
stions to display their contempt for
Mr Chirac by voting with gloves or
clothes-pegs on their noses. In
Villemagne, a Socialist-held town
in the South-west, Left-wingers
dressed in surgical coats offered to
douse voters with mock disinfectant
after they left the polling booths.

Mr Jospin, who leaves office to-
morrow after five years in gove-
rnment, was one of only a handful
of figures who did not explicitly
call for a vote for Mr Chirac.
Pondicherry votes: More than 50
per cent of the 3,775 registered
French voters 'in Pondicherry
exercised their franchise today
from the Union Territory, reports
PTI. Of 1,888 votes cast, 14 were
declared invalid.

Photographs on page 3
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PRESIDENTIAL POLL / LE PEN MAY IMPROVE SHOWING

o

By Vaiju Naravane S

PARIS, MAY 5. Forty-one million
French voters went to the polls
today to choose a new
President.

The choice is stark, with the
incumbent Jacques Chirac, a
conservative, pitted against the
extreme right’'s Jean Marie Le
Pen. Most people are likely to
vote for the former in order to
keep the xenophobic, extreme
right out of the Elysee Palace.

A high abstention rate, a lack-

lustre campaign by the Socialist'

candidate and the fragmenta-
tion of the left wing votes be-
tween the moderate and
extreme left resulted in the de-
feat of the Socialist Prime Min-
ister, Lionei jospin, at the hands
of Mr. Le Pen. The extreme right
won a record 20 per cent of the
vote in the first round. Mr. Le
Pen successfully’ played upon
the public’s fear of insecurity.

Although the turnout was
higher today than for the first
round, it compared unfavoura-
bly with earlier presidential
elections. Only 26 per cent of
the voters had exercised their
franchise by mid-day, com-
pared to almost 30 per cent at
the same time in 1995.

Polling station No. 9 is locat-
ed in a school in Paris’ 15th dis-
trict. Pascal turned 18 last
August and this is his first vote,
“ feel very guilty because I did
not vote in the first round and
look what happened. It made
me realise that democracy is
fragile and cannot be taken for
granted. These past two weeks
F'vebeen out in the streets dem-
onstrating with my friends. I
want France to know and the
world to know that the French
are not a closed up, foreigner-
hating people”, he says.

The presiding officer is a
kindly schoolteacher and he

asks Pascal to return just before

closing time at 8 p.m. to help
.count. the votes. “I am asking
young people to come and
watch the electoral process.
That is one way of getting them
involved, of safeguarding de-
mocracy,” he says.
Confidential opinion polls

iﬂF rench vote in ¢

A French voter Is symbolically sprayed with a disinfectant in
the southwestern town of Villemagne, France, after casting
his vote in the second round of the presidential election on
Sunday. It symbolises the voters’ refusal of the political
situation in which the Soclalist Party presidential candidate,
Lionel Jospin, was eliminated in the first round. — AFP

conducted this week indicate
that Mr. Le Pen is likely to im-
prove his first round score. “If
Le Pen scores 30 per cent or
more in the second round,
France will be in big trouble.
There are certain polis that in-
dicate he might win as much as
30 to 35 per cent of the vote. If
that were to happen it would
become 'clear that the first
round was not just a protest
vote but a clear vote in favour of
the xenophobic, anti-foreigner
and ultra conservative policies
advocated by the extreme
right,” said the political scien-
tist, Olivier Duhamel.

Politicians across the board
have called on voters to form a
republican front against Mr. Le
Pen. High abstention rates

would work to the chailenger’s‘

advantage. Mr. ,
round score of less than 2@ o
cent was inglorious, A
score for Mr. Le Pen would fiirs
ther discredit the President and
open the door to an
result in the legislative elecﬁom
scheduled for next June. ’
Reuters reports:

Mr. Le Pen, who has in recent - o

days seemed resigned to defeat,
was in breezy mood as he cast
his vote in the west Paris suburb

iﬂonal Front has its
s. “I make it a prin-
, ‘be

te s known,” he told re-
“That way, if your optimism

is not justified, you are unhappy
for a short while but have at

i least been happy for a longer
- while.”

Mz, ‘Chirac, accompanied by

Bia wife, Bernadette, posed for
 the cameras as he cast his vote
¢ in

1§ family base in Correze,
central France, but made no
comment.

Mr. Le Pen’s shock triumph

~ galvanised opposition to him,

driving voters of all political
stripes into the streets to de-
nounce his candidacy.

France’s top newspapers took
the unusual step of endorsing
Mr. Chirac to block the xeno-
phobic leader.

“Vote. Vote for the Republic,
for democracy and against ex-
tremism. Vote for Chirac,”

. urged the weekly Le Journal du

Dimanche.

“The greater his (Chirac s)
score, the more it is our victory _
that of a France that wants to
live in harmony.” Many voters
appeared to have taken that
message to heart.

“Of course I voted for Chi-
rac,” said 26-year-old invest-
ment adviser as he left a polling
station in Paris’s trendy fourth
ent. “I tend more
' Mt, but it wasn’t that dif-

pmentators say today’s
wnld influence Mr. Chi-
g choice of an interim Prime
1o serve until the June

9-and 16 legislative elections for

‘the 577-seat National Assembly.
The

m&h favourites for the
yare the provincial moderate,
‘Jean-Pierre Raffarin, and the
ambitious Gaullist, Nicolas Sar-
kozy.

e
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FRANCE / LE PEN FEARS FOUL PLAY

Chirac set to become

PARIS, MAY 4. After an ink;‘»rob-
able Presidential campaign, the
left-leaning Paris newspaper
] Saturday
summed up the feelings of mil-
lions of French voters with a
front-page endorsement of the
conservative incumbent, Jac-
ques Chirac, over his ultra-right
rival.

Mr. Chirac and the National
Front leader, Jean-Marie Le
Pen, battled down to the wire
before the legally mandated
campaign halt at midnight on
Friday. Polls show Mr. Chirac
will trounce Mr. Le Pen, though
it will take a while for the

French to get over the shock of

the 2002 Presidential campaign.

On the eve of Sunday’s run-
off, Liberation ran a cover with
an enormous one-word head-
line “Oui!” over a picture of a
Chirac ballot entering a ballot
box. The conservative daily Le
Figaro featured a front-page ed-
itorial entitled “Chirac, of
course.” The electoral success
of Mr. Le Pen, an anti-immigra-
tion candidate who once called
the Nazi gas chambers “a detail
of history,” led to massive pro-
tests against him among people
of many political tastes.

The end of campaigning on
Friday marked the start of a po-
litical quiet period. In their last
pitches to voters, Mr. Chirac
urged France to reject the anti-
foreigner views of his rival and
Mr. Le Pen predicted there
would be electoral fraud in Sun-
day’s contest. The next official
appearances of Mr. Chirac and
Mr. Le Pen are not expected be-
fore early race results emerge at
8 p.m. local time (1800 GMT) on
Sunday.

Polls show that the 69-year-
old Chirac will sweep the runoff
with  overwhelming support
from voters of all political
stripes who want to reject Mr.
Le Pen and his extremist plat-
form. Liberation, in Saturday’s
editorial, urged voters to turn
out massively for the vote “so
that the percentage score of the
leader of the National Front will
be as low as possible.”

A record 28 per cent of voters
abstained in the first round on
April 21. Many were uninspired
by a race that polls had invar-
iably projected to feature a run-
off between two political
veterans: Mr. Chirac and the So-
cialist Prime Minister, Lionel
Jospin. The race has been one of
the most divisive in modern
French history. Mr. Le Pen’s
stunning qualification over Mr.

Jospin in the first round vote on -

April 21 led to a wave of protests
against him in the country.

ed a last-minute plea to left-
leaning voters urging them to

\4

“said s+
widfiodng o oy

. election .manifesto
On Friday, Mr. Chirac soungd-

Jacques Chirac

Le Pen

“stand in the way” of Mr. Le
Pen, whom he called “an ex- |
tremely dangerous” man. Mr. |
Le Pen, 73, says that if elected }
he will deport all illegal immi- |
grants and assure French citi-
zens priority in jobs, housing
and social benefits. He wants to
pull France out of the European
Union and restore the franc g#
its currency.

In an interview with the
American CBS evening news on
Friday, he said his party “does
not have anything in its pro-
gramme which could be consid-
ered as fascist.”

Ahead of Sunday’s vote, Mr.
Le Pen predicted foul play. “We
are going to witness an enor-
mous enterprise of fraud,” Mr.
Le Péii told 2 riews conference
on Friday, in remarks that ap-
peared aimed at preparing his
supporters for defeat. .-

As a purported example, Mr.
Le Pen held up'two' ballots —
one for Chirac and one for him-
self. The one for the President
was slightly whitef, wh:

able — if only sublimirially. Mr. '
Le Pen complained #hat  his
campaign posters were not be-
ing pinned up, that postal carri-
ers were refusing to deliver his

o0 to French
households and ‘that his sup-
porters were being harassed. —
AP
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TS a case of the “arroseur a

the biter bit”. That's what

Belgians, the Austrians and the

Italians, the Danes, the Duich
and the Germans are saying, as
France wakes up reeling from the out-
come of the April 21 presidential elec-
tions. Almost a fifth of those who
voted, gave their support to the ex-
treme right wing leader, Jean Marie Le
Pen, allowing him to score over 17 per
cent of the vote and knock the social-
ists out of the second round, -

Proud France that so haughtily gave
condescending lessons in democracy
to European countries where extreme
right politicians have gained credence
and popularity is today shamed and
derided, jeered at by its European
partners who find France’s holier than
thou attitude, righteous indignation
and penchant for moralising almost
impossible to bear.There has )
much mulling over the Socialist Prime
Minister, Lionel Jospin’s defeat. Few
disagree that he governed France with
devotion and diligence over the past
five years, introducing genuine re-
form, reducing unemployment by a
million, extending healthcare and
benefits to the poorest, privatising the
public sector, reducing working
hours, leaving the economy in a much
healthier state than what he inherited.

Yet, he was spat upon, disavowed
and punished in the cruellest ‘way
possible, for defeat at the hands of a
communist, leftist or republican right
winger would have been infinitely
more honouratlx)le than the humili-
ation inflicted by a venom-spewing
demagogue who advocates herding
up and expelling immigrants, consid-
ers women to be little more than ba-
by-making factories and dismisses the
holocaust as “a detail of history”.

Towards the end of the 1990s Eu-
rope was largely social democratic
and the European Union was at pains
to find the right balance between pro-
ductivity, keeping the competitive
edge in a market economy and social
issues such as a redistribution of
wealth to even out the imbalances pit-
ting the haves against the have-nots.

Today there is a distinct veering to
the right. Social democrats have lost

.

 Truth and Life Party in Hiinga

. Pen’s National Front. Evidently, {ocal

e

Pen’s rise

Labour can hardly be held up as a
model of left wing policies. A more
worrisome phenomenon is the strong
showing by extreme-right parties
such a Belgium’s Vlaams Blok, Aus-
tria’s FPO, Italy’s Northern League
and to some extent the reformed for-
mer fascist party Allianza ‘Nazionale,
the People’s Party in. Depiy

nngaty; the
Pim Fortuyn list in Holland, Germa-

By Vaiju Naravane
% .. in Italy, Austria, Spain and De@ark, gration, has become sh main culprits are the French who do
€ while Britain’s Tony Blair and his New  French voters were S0 not like paying income tax or profes-

by the candidates’ weary pf sional charges. (Only 50 per cent of
inane sound bites, by théf the households in France pay income
" any genuine public debaps tax). The problems began in ths 1950s
of importance, that 30 pf when “Islamic immigration” first
them stayed away from th- started. Since most of them came
'ti-National Front demonjn from France’s colonies, there was a(xin
most major cities in Franda inbuilt attitude of contempt towalr.ks
feeling of collective guilt p. them. Most of these workers, unlike
Howevet, 57 per cent of §- the majority of European lmmlgraﬁts,
-tioned ‘say . they :are woit = were illiterate and coloured. They
high crime tates and im were housed in shantytowns or bidon
A . villes that gave way to housing estates

France that so haughtily gave
lessons in democracy... is tod:

derided, jeered at by its European partn
U . {

T

a' 'pb ﬂd EBSL‘ | on the periphery of large towns.
tihaacsed e’i France's North African immigrant
v shamed, slums were born. In the minds of

many, these ghettos are synonymous
with crime, drug abuse and traffick-
ing, illiteracy, violence and Islamic

ny’s Schill party and of course Mr, Le

conditions conrributinig to the rise of
these extremists differ from country to
country.Many of those who vote ex-
treme right are the unemployed, un-
der-qualified who have been left by
the wayside in the latest “survival of
the fittest” push to adjust to brute
market forces. And if there is one
theme that has dominated extreme
right wing rhetoric these past few
years, it is immigration. Most right
wing demagogues argue, and Mr. Le
Pen is no exception, that high crime
rates are a result of the high, un-
checked immigration encouraged by
the social democrats’ habitually soft
response to crime.

The French would like the world to
believe that theirs is an open society
whose philosophy is welcoming,
even-handed and just. But today, with
leaders such as Mr. Le Pen of the ul-
tra-right, neo-fascist National Front
egging them on, France is becomin,
withdrawn and xenophobic, eyen rac-
ist. In the climate of suspi¢ion &nd.ha-
tred that prevails ' toddy, this
dichotomy between the real
imagined France, between the France
that wins universal approbation for its
ideals and principles and the Fran¢e
that is intolerant and xenophobic,
that wants to expel illegal immigrants
and professes a policy of zero immi-

THE HINDD
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~unemployment. Joblessnejng
and .the immigrant communityiigh

fundamentalism.

Politicians have been heard q<t)_m-
laining that “certain communities,
garticulgarly the North African Arabs,
refuse to integrate”. Perhaps 'they
have not been encouraged to inte-
grate and perhaps they cannot inte-
grate in the way in which the French
understand and use the word. For one
thing they look, speak and behave dif-
ferently from most Europeans. The
French view of “integration” is also at
the heart of this problem. France is so
stuck in the rut of being French that
any suggestion about introducing Ar-
abic in schools for childrenhwhos:e

X i i parents speak the language at home is
;?:tils:trﬁ:gc?evs:a?tgl:lllr;mzﬂﬁ eque{:&ectii to etly t}lreat to the French na-

- tional identity”.

gflsgtratrllltr: igﬁﬁsg tl}:;arllll;m The French used to tell a joke about
has steadily declined andian Mr. Le Pen. It went like this: Mr: Le
50,000 immigrants came topn- Pen becomes President and decides
try last year. France now rejper to expel all immigrants. An old Alger-
cent of all demands for posy- ian who fought for the French against
lum and the number of illgni- his own compatriots asks to stay on.

" The majority of the Freiot
“in a generous mood. Thdx-
-ious, worrfed, depressed afr-
ing. The future looks hd
menacing with talk of thty
and flexibility of the nxe,
which in simple terms mepd
to job security — for most,in-
ing prospect. In this framd,
the National Front’s ideoldc-
ularly its claim that bootifn-
migrants will create 6.5 mbs,
sounds both persuasive Tc-
tive. Mr. Le Pen paints a Ing
picture depicting hordes -
grants descending on Frandng

ants entering the countrgen Mr. Le Pen says: “Yes, on conditiop
« gduced toa t%iclde. trg you can tell which of my two eyes is
’ Another interesting fi of genuine and which is made of glass.

The Algerian correctly points to Mr. LS
Pen’ s left eye. “How did you guess?
Mr. Le Pen asks intrigued. “Mr. f’res1-
er than the national averagper dent,” replies the Algerian, “It’'s the
cent. The National Insti %y, geinwhichIdetect atiny gl’lmmer Qf
tics has also underlineg{ \0\’9%&%05‘ ~uity.” The French don’t tell this
only -ten per cent l@&%& R %03" 3‘6,‘*1101%:‘8 too close to the
clandestinely ar@ﬁ\\g"o%\)' My /// ,
\ o

as 20 per cent, a whole 10 pgh-

L
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By Vaiju Naravane \> 1
PARIS, APRIL 14, Exactly a week before the first -

round of Presidential elections here, opin-
ions polls are predicting that the incumbent

President, Jacques Chirac, will emerge victo-. S8

rious in the second round run-off on May 5.

While it is a foregone conclusion that the
second round run-off will be a fight to the
finish between the conservative President,
Jacques Chirac, and his Socialist Prime Min-
ister, Lionel Jospin, never has the first round
appeared so wide open. There have never
been so many candidates in a French Presi-
dential election — 16 this time, representing
shades of political opinion from the extreme
left to the extreme right.

There are at least four ecologists, the cen-
tre-left Noel Mamere and centre-right Cor-
rine Lapage being the most prominent.

They are calling for stricter anti-pollution
laws, controls on nuclear waste, automo-
biles, genetically modified foods and a host
of other measures, including a writing off of
Third World debt.

France’s extreme right wing is present and
flourishing, riding the crest of a popularity
wave because of a record eight per cent in-
crease in the crime rate and several highly
visible attacks such as shootouts, acts of
vandalism, armed robberies, prison escapes
and assault against municipal officials, train
and bus conductors. Jean Marie Le Pen, the
now legendary leader of the extreme right

wing, anti-foreigner Na-
tional Front and his former
qumty turned rival, Bruno

egret, afe expetted to
notch up%ecord’ scores.
On the extreme left, sev-
®eral candidates, including
Robert Hue, the leader of
France’'s traditional com-
munist party, the PCF, Ar-
lette Laguiller of the Lutte Ouvriere
(Worker’s Struggle), contesting her fourth
Presidential elections, and three others be-
longing to old-fashioned communist tradi-
tions, including Trotskyist are fighting for
over 15 per cent of the vote. Arlette Laguiller,
who has changed neither style nor sub-
stance since she entered politics over three
decades ago, is leading this pack, tipped to
win over 10 per cent of the vote.

Candidates from the traditional right, in-
clude former Ministers, Alain Madelin, and
Francois Bayrou, both attempting to pose a
puny challenge to the master of political ma-
noeuvring, Jacques Chirac, the uncontested
leader of the right-wing pack.

Somewhere between Mr. Chirac and Mr.
Jospin is Jean Pierre Chevenement, the for-
mer Socialist Interior and Defence Minister
who is now vacillating between right and
left. Mr. Chevenement started out promis-
ingly with support from those tired of seeing
the same old faces dominating the political
landscape. His republican rhetoric appeals
to these digenchanted with Furopean feder-

ve Chirac the lead

F

alism as preached by the two leading
candidates.

The Socialist candidate, Mr. Jospin, after a
romising start, has run into trouble. He has
lled to send a clear message to his voters

and lacks the warmth that characterises Mr.
Chirac. Many see him as competent but
heartless. Mr. Jospin has been badly hit by
the spate of attacks against Jewish interests
in France, presumably by members of the

_Arab community. Most centrist voters see

hinmi as being lax on crime and insecurity.
The introduction of a 35-hour workweek
now fails to evoke enthusiasm and voters see
him as a dull plodder, not as an innovative
man of ideas. .

The first round will undoubtedly be a pro-
test vote. Few are blind to the fact that Mr.
Chirac faces allegations of financial wrong-
doing dating back to the time when he was
Mayor of Paris from1974 to 1995. A satirical
TV programme features a puppet called “su-
permenteur” (super liar). Dressed in a su-
perman-like suit, supermenteur can lie his
way out of any situation. In contrast, Mr.
Jospin looks honest but drab. Being a love-
able super liar is infinitely more desirable in
the eyes of the voters to being honest but
pedestrian.

The first round vote is likely to see the
scores of the leading candidates decline as
compared to previous elections. “I would be
surprised if any of the top candidates man-
ages to get over 18 or 19 per cent of the vote,”
says commentator Pierre Luc Seguillon.
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By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, APRIL 18. The 90-second
ad begins like a thriller: a hand
slowly turning a doorknob,
opening a door. Arab music
blasts out of the room. The
camera follows the footsteps of
the extreme-right candidate,
Bruno Megret, up to the music
console. A click of the remote
and the station now plays clas-
sical music. Mr. Megret slides
into an armchair, beatitude writ
large on his face, as a solemn
voice proclaims: “Let’s be mas-
ter of our own home with Bruno
Megret.”

In another clip, Mr. Megret, a
small, ferret-faced man with ro-
dent teeth, brutally throws out a
foreigner trying to jump the
queue to the accompanying an-
nouncement: “The French
come first.”

With over a third of France’s
electorate of 40 million still un-
decided about their choice of
candidate, the presidential
campaign is turning increasing-
ly spiteful, malicious, even abu-
sive. The subliminal message
delivered by the campaign clips
used by both Mr. Megret and
his former chief and rival, Jean
Marie Le Pen, is that foreigners
are uncouth, dirty queue-jump-

ers who play lf)ud music and

have no place in civilised
France.

“The single most important
issue in this campaign is that of
crime and insecurity. From
there, it is just one step away to
racism. It's like the blacks in
America. An unnaturally high
percentage of prisoners in
France come from the North
African Arab community. Why
could Mr. Megret's campaign
managers not have used Chi-
nese or Indian music? Because
they wanted to point fingers at
the Arabs whom they see as a
threat. 1 clearly see racism in
France growing as a result of
this campaign,” sociologist Jean
Grosjean told The Hindu.

The fact that Arab youths are
the prime suspects in a series of
attacks against France’s Jewish
community has further harden-
ed the case. The attacks stem
from a sense of solidarity with
the Palestinians — a feeling that
finds its roots as much in a com-
monality of origin, religion and
language as in the French
Arab’s sense of isolation from
mainstream French life. Many
of France’s four. million-pl
North African Arabs live in Jugh-
rise ghettos built in_#fe late

”Arab immi-
hese infamous

“cites” have become fertile
ground for juvenile delinquen-
cy, drug trafficking and Islamic
fundamentalism.

The French President, Jac-
ques Chirac, in his electoral ad-
vert, also talks about a “system
of impunity” that must be bro-
ken. Mr. Le Pen’s clip paints a
catastrophic scenario of “fear
over the city”, with pensioners
“agonising over the safety of
their pensions”.

Over the past couple of
weeks, opinion polls have given
the conservative Mr. Chirac a

I

" French election turns abusive 44

slim lead over his Socialist
Prime Minister, Lionel Jospin.
Political pundits say the two
men are really running neck-
and-neck, but that their com-
bined score is bound to be less
than fifty per cent — perhaps
even less than 40 per cent — in
next Sunday’s first-round elec-
tion. There are 16 candidates in
the fray, the most for any
French presidential election

since the present Constitution
was adopted in 1958. °

Mr. Le Pen’s extreme right-
wing supporters are jubilant.

A

‘An activist spraying tomato ketchup on the French Prime

Minister and socialist presidential candidate, Lionel Jospin, '
a campaign rally in Rennes on Wednesday. — Reut}}/
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FRANCE / JOSPIN SAYS HE IS QUITTING POLIKCS

~ Jean-Marie Le Pen does a Haider

By Vaiju Naravane

~ARIS, APRIL 22, France is stunned, in a state
of profound shock. The emergence of the xe-
nophobic and anti-Jewish extreme right-
wing National Front leader, Jean-Marie Le
Pen, as the country’s second most popular
politician has caused a political earthquake
here.

Mr. Le Pen, who beat the Socialist Prime
Minister, Lionel Jospin, to second place be-
hind the incumbent Gaullist President, Jac-
ques Chirac, will now be in the second
round run-off on May 5. Mr. Chirac’s score,
a little less than 20 per cent of the votes cast
is the lowest ever for a first round topper. A
mere two percentage points separate him
from Mr. Le Pen who polled 17.2 per cent of
the vote.

Shortly after the results were announced,
Mr. Jospin who led a lacklustre, uninspiring
and incoherent campaign declared he was
retiring from public life, leaving the Social-
ists without an effective leadership in the
parliamentary elections slated for mid June.

Mr. Le Pen cleverly exploited the sense of
disaffection present among working class
people who feel let down by the political es-
tablishment. Playing on fear, he successfully
raised the bogey of immigrant Arab crimi-
nality. The shock waves reverberated across
Europe and newspapers were unanimous in
describing the event as an earthquake. Not

one, not the candidates, nor the media, the

polling institutes or political commentators
had ever imagined such a scenario. Opinion
polls had indicated in recent weeks that Mr.
Le Pen’s popularity was on the rise but they
consistently and confidently predicted a
second round run off between Mr. Chirac

and Mr. Jospin.

As the results came in and Mr. Le Pen'’s
face showed up on screens next to Mr. Chi-
rac’s, there were scenes of grief and shock at
Mr. Jospin’s campaign headquarters in Pa-
ris. Leftists staged a spontaneous protest at
the Place de la Bastille in the capital with an
estimated 20,000 persons gathering where
the French Revolution started in 1789. Police
fired teargas shells to disperse a crowd of vi-
olent youth at the Place de la Concorde in
Paris. Some of the protesters smashed shop
windows, including those of the famous Pa-
risian restaurant, Maxim’s.

“Ashamed and disheartened is how I feel
today. This has come about because of a

FRENCH ELECTIONS — Ill

strange coming together of factors. Where
does one begin to apportion blame? The pol-
iticians, of course, for being so far removed
from the electorate, for their smug certainty;
but also the polling institutes who system-
atically led the media to project a traditional
left versus right duel as a foregone conclu-
sion. We must also blame the protest voters
who contributed to the fragmentation of the
vote and the abstentionists who shirked
their duty, opening the way for this disaster,”
political scientist Olivier Duhamel told The
Hindu.

Although the traditional leftist vote was
split between at least eight candidates, the
combined Left won only 27 per cent of the
vote.

The traditional Right fared only margin-
ally better with 31 per cent of the vote. The
extreme Right, between Mr. Le Pen and his
former deputy and current rival, Bruno Me-

eraE HINDE

#o-4

gret, has emerged the clear victor, with over
20 per cent. The French communisd party
was decimated, scoring less than four per
cent. This vote signifies a radicalisation of
politics in France as many left-wing voters
abandoned their traditional base to vote for
the anti-European, anti free market message
of the former Interior Minister, Jean Pierre
Chevenement and the anti-globalisation
message of Trotskyists like Arlette Laguiller
and Olivier Besancenot who scored over 10
per cent.

Left-wing leaders called on the popula-
tion to vote for Mr. Chirac in the second |
round to keep the extreme right out.

The real test will come in the legislative
elections in June when there are bound to be
triangular contests in the first round. The
votes of National Front candidates will be a
deciding factor.

These results are being seen as a source of
national shame. France was a fierce advo-
cate of diplomatic sanctions against Austria
when the extreme right-wing Freedom Party
joined the Government there a couple of
years ago.

More recently, France has been critical of
Silvio Berlusconi for his pact with the Alli-
anza Nazionale, the reformed former Italian
Fascist party and the xenophobic anti-for-
eigner Northern League.

The French derided Italian voters for
choosing Mr. Berlusconi who has several
cases of " financial irregularity pending
against him.

The French now have done no better. Mr.
Chirac has used his presidential immunity
to shield himself from investigations into a

string of alleged corruption charges.
(Concluded) /
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rouna presidential election. — AFP

FRANCE / LE PEN SPELLS GOALS

shocked nation

PARIS, APRIL 23\ France's ex-
treme right-wing leader, Jean
Marie Le Pen, flush from the
humiliating defeat he inflicted
on the outgoing Prime Minister
whom he edged out of the sec-
ond round of the Presidential
poll said he would take mea-
sures to end immigration. He
also appealed for support from
opponents of the European
Union.

“My first priority shall be the
recovery of French liberty and
the exit of France from the Eu-
rope of Maastricht,” Mr. Le Pen
declared. “I am not an enemy of
Europe. I am a partisan of a Eu-
rope of nations, a Europe of
homelands, but I am a deter-
mined adversary of a suprana-
tional, federal, federalising
Europe,” he said. The 1992 Eu-
ropean treaty signed in the
Dutch town of Maastricht calls
for greater European integra-
tion. The French voted for the
treaty by a very narrow margin.

Mr. Le Pen also touched up-
on immigration, a subject he
said was taboo in France. “If we
do not stop this surge in foreign
immigration, the country will
be submerged and disappear.
We cannot accept this,” Mr. Le
Pen said.

France was stunned by Sun-

! day night's first round results
| that placed Mr. Le Pen against
' the Gaullist incumbent Presi-

dent, Jacques Chirac, in the sec-
ond round run off scheduled for
May 5. As realisation dawns of
the enormity of what has hap-
pened, several spontaneous
demonstrations have been or-
ganised. High school students
in many large and small towns
across France quit their classes
to demonstrate. In several ci-
ties, youths clashed with the

! police.

Young people of colour,
mostly from Africa or north
African-Arab nations whose
parents came here as immi-

vote

grants say they feel even more
vulnerable now. “Quite a few of
those who have voted Le Pen
have had no contact with for-
eigners. These are people living
in small villages and communes
in the countryside. They were
terribly affected by the media
blitz on insecurity and crime
and Mr. Chirac’s exploitation of
that issue,” said Selim, a student
at the Sorbonne whose parents
are from Tunisia.

“There is a terrible feeling of
collective guilt and sentences
tend to begin with the words ‘If
only...” If only we had returned
from holiday in time to vote, if
only the opinion polls had pre-
dicted correctly, if only we had
not voted for extreme Left can-
didates in protest, if only the
leftist parties had fielded fewer
candidates, if only the media
had not harped on insecurity...
This feeling of collective guilt is
going to give Jacques Chirac a
thundering electoral victory, the
biggest ever in the history of
France.

By voting Le Pen, people have
made sure that a corrupt, worn
out and dishonest politician is
voted in with a landslide. It like
slamming shut the stable door
after the horse has bolted,” said
banker Olivier Pisano, who is
cursing himself for having voted
Jean Pierre Chevenement.

Closed door meetings on the
strategy to adopt for the June
legislative elections have al-
ready begun. Mr. Chirac would
favour a single right-wing party
around him.

The Socialists, the Greens,
the communists and independ-
ent leftists are yet unsure what
they wish to do.

The heartburn is all the grea-
ter since it became known that
the Socialist Prime Minister, Li-
onel Jospin, who announced his
retirement from public life, lost
the election by lesgthan 195,000
votes.

CHE Ny



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2002

THE SHOCK WAVES from the verdict in Sun-
day’s first round of the French Presidential elec-
tion will continue to be felt on the continent
and beyond for a long time. The immediate
fallout of the upset victory scored by the far
right candidate, Jean-Marie Le Pen, is the
eclipse of the Socialist Prime Minister, Lionel
Jospin, who has announced that he is bowing
out of politics altogether. In the longer term;
the political after-shocks can be damaging to
the fabric of the society. The eruption of pop-
ular anger, shame and revulsion at Sunday’s
result signals that there will be better mobil-
isation of political forces during the second
round run-off. Mr. Le Pen will most certainly be
stopped on May 5 by the incumbent Gaullist
war-horse, Jacques Chirac. But Mr. Jospin’s re-
signation from the Socialist Party will leave the
left political forces without an effective leader
during crucial parliamentary elections due in
June. This can prove a crippling handicap in the
three-way battle for the French Parliament be-
tween the Gaullists, Socialists and the National
Front. The danger is that the political vacuum
created by the fall of Mr. Jospin, who was hop-
ing to succeed to the throne of Charles de
Gaulle, will be sought to be filled by the xe-
nophobic, anti-Semitic group led by Mr. Le Pen.

The increasing popular appeal of the Nation-
al Front confirms a clear continent-wide shift to
the political right, not in the least spurred by
the ascendancy of the Republican party in the
U.S. Much of western Europe — Austria, Ger-
many, Italy, Portugal — has voted rightist par-
ties to power in recent elections. Not all of them
are xenophobic but many will not hesitate to
raise the foreigner bogey to garner public sup-
port or boost sagging morale: Apart from voter
apathy, which is proving a deep-rooted afflic-
tion of most democracies, there are other fac-

NN

WAKE-UP CALL IN FRANCE p MA

tors which have facilitated the emergence)of
fascist forces in Europe. One direct conse-
quence: the Left is on the run, still to recover
from the shocking collapse of the Soviet Union.
In fact, Europe is fast seeing the erosion of the
progressive liberalism that characterised politics
in the mid-20th century. Founded and nurtured
on the Left Bank of the Seine, the liberal spirit
was forged in the fire of the fascism of Spain’s
Franco, Germany's Hitler and Italy’s Mussolini.
A half century later, today, the socialist in the
mother country lies bruised and broken.

As the traditional political parties in France
begin to decipher the results, it must be tempt-
ing to conclude that Sunday’s vote was Europe’s
slow but unambiguous answer to September 11.
Mr. Le Pen played on voters’ insecurity about
immigration, mostly Arab, and attempted to
whip up anti-Semitism, both favourite themes
with the fascist groups that vociferously support
him. There have been attacks on Muslim im-
migrants in Paris and, during the run-up to the
current election, synagogues in southern French
cities were targeted. These were attempts by
fringe groups impatient with the record of
France, which has the largest Jewish and Mus-
lim communities in Europe. The country is pay-
ing a heavy price for the failure of the
mainstream parties to counter these fascist
tendencies with clear ideological programmes.
Fascism is like the plague bacillus which never
dies or disappears for good, wrote Nobel lau-
reate Albert Camus adding, it may lie dormant
for some time before one day deciding to rouse
up its rats again. Sunday’s vote is proof that
Europe’s premier nation is yet to be rid of that
political plague. Certainly men like Mr. Le Pen
should not be allowed to devastate the social

stability of France, the most Jiberal and plural-
istic nation in Europe.
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French politicians
rally behind Chirac

o\ Q/\
Paris, April 23 \&\/ P

FRENCH POLITICAL leaders
buried their differences today
in a bid to present a united front
against Jean-Marie Le Pen, the
rightist leader whose qualifica-
tion for the second round of the
presidential election has con-
vulsed the country.

Dominique Strauss-Kahn, a
Socialist and former Finance
Minister, said he would support
the conservative president,
Jacques Chirac, in the second
round because “It is the honour
of our country that is at stake.”

But Le Pen immediately
demonstrated a shrewd appreci-
ation of the forces that brought
him success. He declared that
he was “the candidate of the
French people against the can-
didate of the system.” He added,
“We are witnessing the toppling
of a decadent, corrupt and ossi-
fied political system.”

French politics have proved
extraordinarily static in recent
years even as the country has
changed. There is little question
tha* the prospect of more of the
same led the French electorate
to vote for Le Pen and relegate
Lionel Jospin, the Socialist
prime minister, to third place
and elimination.

“This vote is the first to sanc-
ass for not

Laurence

5

isot, of the IFOP polling
institute.

Le Pen’s success pointed to
significant shifts in the French
and European political scenes
that suggest it would be wrong to
dismiss his qualification for the
second round gs a 1 omaly,
analysts and p’ésllsgggs&

Across Europe, several
trends have buoyed candidates

of the right: a strong reactionto :

rising crime in the form of a
call for more “law and order,” a
growing uneasiness over high
immigration, and a thirst for a

different message among voters

who feel that traditional parties
have moved toward an indistin-
guishable center.

“Anyone who speaks out
against excessive and uncon-
trolled immigration or the
abuse of asylum laws in the
context of center-right politics
is immediately branded an ex-
tremist,” said Jorg Haider, the
Austrian politician whose suc-
cess provoked French ire two
years ago.

Le Pen, a former paratrooper
who has run for president
thrice before and has always
been popular with the elderly,
gained support across the coun-
try and with all age groups, par-
ticularly among low-income
voters who had supported the
Communist Party in the past.

He carried several regions in

the industrial north, eastern
parts of the country where un-
employment is relatively high
and the southern region -of
Languedoc-Roussillon. Chirac
carried the center and west of
the country, including Paris.
Signs of shame were every-
where in France today. “NO”
was the headline on the front

-~ page of the leftist newspaper

Libération, a terse summary of
the widespread incredulity that
a man whose politics have been
consistently marked by anti-im-
migrant bigotry could do so well.

Like the US, France feels that
its values hold a universal mes-
sage for mankind. It has been
quick in recent years to hand
out moral lessons to other Euro-
pean nations, like Austria, that
have voted heavily for rightist
candidates, making its sense of
humiliation today that much
harder to bear.

Le Monde published a column
entitled simply “The Wound.”
Written by its publisher, Jean-
Marie Colombani, it said:
“France is wounded. And, for
many of the French,
humiliated.”

Students marched out of
classrooms to hold rallies
against Le Pen, chanting slo-
gans equating him with Hitler
and calling his National Fronta.
fascist organisation.

The New Yor mes
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France rallies\éall
f;;%fﬁi‘ Le Pen defeat

FROM BRIAN LOVE

Paris, April 27 (Reuters): Thou-
sands took to the streets of Paris
today to urge fellow French vot-
ers to give far-Right leader Jean-
Marie Le Pen a resounding re-
buff in the May 5 presidential
election runoff.

The march through the
French capital and rallies in 30
other French towns came as Le
Pen brushed off a new opinion
poll which forecast that Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac would
trounce him in the second round
by taking a landslide 81 per cent
of the vote. Wielding banners
proclaiming “Nowhere for
Nazis” and “We're Stronger than
Hatred”, more than 10,000 stu-
dents, trade unionists and anti-
racist activists set off from
Paris’ Place de la Republique to-
wards the nearby Place de la
Bastille.

Marches around the country
this week have drawn up to
350,000 protesters a day. Two
thousand police were deployed
in the capital alone today after
some isolated incidents of vio-
lence were recorded in Paris and
elsewhere.

But the police presence re-
mained discreet and eyewitness-
es described the mood of the
crowd as festive. Bands played

" rock music and a fusion of North

Demonstrators hold anti-Le Pen posters during a protest
march in Madrid. (Reuters)

African and Western pop known
in France as “rai”.

“For we who lived through
the age of darkness this is criti-
cal,” said Robert Creange, head
of the French Federation -of
World War 1l deportees, a group
for victims of deportation to con-
centration camps during the
Nazi occupation of France.

“We are putting our faith in
the youth of France,” he said as
the march, which included a

smattering of celebrities such
as actress Jane Birkin, moved
off.

Environment minister and
Green Party member Yves Co-
chet also took part in the march,
defying an appeal by defeated So-
calist Prime Minister Lionel
Jospin for his government not to
take to the streets.

Other prominent members of
Jospin’s Socialist party were
also spotted on the march.
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