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AM/ A SIGNIFICANT STEP , 0.}y

THE GRANT OF Presidential assent for the 93rd
Constitutional Amendment that makes free and
compulsory primary education a Fundamental
Right for all children marks a significant step in
the country’s aim to achieve ‘Education for All’.
The Bill may have taken five years to become
law for many reasons. It may suffer many a lacu-

na. But the fact is the amendment holds out a-

Constitutional guarantee for providing free edu-
cation up to high school to all its 190 million
young and growing minds between 6 and 14.
More significantly, the new law will seek to bring
into the educational mainstream 35 million boys
and girls who are yet to be covered by formal
schooling systems.

The Amendment to Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion says that the “Government shall provide
free and compulsory education to all children
from the age of six to 14 in such a manner as the
State may by law determine...” No longer is the
promise of achieving universal primary educa-
tion an unenforceable Constitutional Directive.
Now there is scope for judicial intervention to
provide educational infrastructure to all Indian
children up to the high school level. It also seeks
to compel parents to send their children to
school by including it as a Fundamental Duty
(Article 51 A); and amends Article 45 of the Con-

stitution to make the state “endeavour to pro- -

vide early childhood care and education for all
children until they complete six years of age”.
The Minister for Human Resource Develop-
ment, Murli Manohar Joshi, has rightly called
the passing of the Bill in the Lok Sabha the
“dawn of the second Revolution in the Chapter
of Citizens Rights” and announced that laws will
also be made to operationalise the Fundamental
Right.

Laudable the new law might be. But the Con-
stitutional amendment alone may not be able to
address the larger social questions and the Pre-
ambular promises of providing social, economic
and political justice for all. For instance, the law

= HINDL

does not define the word “free”. Today} even the
poorest of parents spend money to bty books,
uniforms and pay examination fees for their chil-
dren. The role of private educators in making
primary education free and compulsory also re-
mains undefined. The Opposition parties have
already raised in Parliament the fact that no
funds were allotted in this year’s budget to oper-

ationalise the law. But then, the Government can |

always point to the funds it has allotted under
the ‘Education for All movement’ as its financial
commitment. While the amendment makes it a
Fundamental Duty for every parent to send his
or her wards to school, there are genuine appre-
hensions that those who fail to do it may face
prosecution. Fears about the random use of the
provision against the poor and the depressed are
not unfounded. Early childhood care and educa-
tion is only a Directive Principle and not a Fun-
damental Right — meaning the educational
growth of children from 0-6 years is not
guaranteed.

Thus the Amendment alone is not enough.

Every State, especially those with poor literacy

and dropout records, needs incentives to frame
laws to extend the Constitutional guarantee and
provide free, compulsory, quality, equitable
school and early childhood care and education
up to the higher secondary level. Gender injus-
tice and adult illiteracy are problems that need
legal instrumentalities for lasting solutions. The
States have no choice but to take monumental
efforts for universalising enrolment and retain-
ing each student in school, without dropping
out, till the age of 14. Otherwise, India’s econom-
ic growth will face a frightful threat from a large
seething mass of young people who remain illit-
erate, specifically due to lack of state effort. This
spectre should goad administrators and lawmak-
ers into taking the Education for All campaign to
its highestpossible pitch. Only then can the one
billion population of India match the demands
of a knowledge-powered 21st century. p

e
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OMETIMES FAULTLESS log-
ic may falter on fundamen-
tals and that, I suspect, has
partially vitiated the Court’s
jarring slant towards unaided insti-
tutions. The elite in India, since
1991, is obsessed with privatisation
and globalisation in an almost total-
itarian fashion. This bias is apparent
in the unconcealed observation of
the Kirpal judgment. I quote: “Pri-
vate education is one of the most dy-
namic and fastest growing segments
of post-secondary education at the
turn of the twenty-first century. A
combination of unprecedented de-
mand for access to higher education
and the inability or unwillingness of
the Government to provide the nec-
essary support has brought private
higher education to the forefront.
Private institutions, with a long his-
tory in many countries, are expand-
ing in scope and number and are
becoming increasingly important in
parts of the world that relied almost
entirely on the public sector.”

Look at the ideological shift of the
Court: “Not only has demand over-
whelmed the ability of the Govern-
ments to provide education, there
has also been a significant change in
the way that higher education is per-
ceived. The idea of an academic de-
gree as a ‘private good’ that benefits
the individual rather than a ‘public
good’ for society is now widely ac-
cepted. The logic of today’s econom-
ics and an ideology of privatisation
have contributed to the resurgence
of private higher education, and the
establishing of private institutions
where none or very few existed be-
fore.” (Paras 48 and 49)

Commercialisation of education is
the bete noire in a socialist demo-
cratic republic that India is under its
great Preamble. Fortunately, the
Court has provided for conditions of
transparency and merit. The Court
happily frowns upon preference be-
ing shown to less meritorious but
more influential applicants. Why?
Because, “excellence in professional
education would require that greater
emphasis be laid on the merit of a
student seeking admission and ap-
propriate regulations for this pur-
pose may be made...” This lovely
note notwithstanding, the privatisa-
tion predilection is an ideological

min
\,

viation. The Court takes the view
that in the case of unaided private
s¢hools maximum autonomy has to
be with the management including
the fees to be charged. The Court
holds a brief in favour of ptivate
schools although it is a notorious
racket that unaided private schools
and colleges, with rare exceptions,
are a law unto themselves and a
trade in the matter of fees, admis-
sion, administration and the like
flourishes.

“At the school level, it is not pos-
sible to grant admissions on the ba-
sis of merit. It is no secret that the

sion of the students and the fee to be
charged will ensure that more such
institutions are established. The fear
that if a private school is allowed to
charge fees commensurate with the
fees affordable, the degrees would
be ‘purchasable’ is an unfounded
one.” (Para 61)

Many Government colleges, the
Court forgets, have been a pride in
the field. Many professors in Univer-
sities have won laurels. Many stu-
dents  from  University and
Government colleges, professional
or other, have established their mer-
it. To generalise in favour of private

Social justice and equal opportunity
for educational excellence at all levels
have gone by default.

examination results at all levels of
unaided private schools, notwith-
standing the stringent regulations of
the governmental authorities, are far
superior to the results of the govern-
ment-maintained schools. There is
no compulsion on students to attend
private schools. The rush for admis-
sion is occasioned by the standards
maintained in such schools, and rec-
ognition of the fact that state-run
schools do not provide the same
standards of education. The state
says that it has no funds to estabiish
institutions at the same level of ex-
cellence as private schools, it dis-
ables those schools from affording
the best facilities because of a lack of
funds. If this lowering of standards
from excellence to a level of medioc-
rity is to be avoided, the state has to
provide the difference which, there-
fore, brings us back in a vicious cir-
cle to the original problem, viz., the
lack of state funds. The solution
would appear to lie in the states not
using their scanty resources to prop
up institutions that are able to other-
wise maintain themselves out of the
fees charged, but in improving the
facilities and infrastructure of state-
run schools and in subsidising the
fees payable by the students there. It
is in the interest of the general public
that more good quality schools are
established; autonomy and non-reg-
ulation of the school administration
in the right of appointment, admis-

institutions is to succumb to contra-
constitutional prejudice when the
winds of privatisation are blowing
with propaganda power. My hunch
is that while Justice Jeevan Reddy in
Unnikrishnan's case castigates com-
mercialisation of education, Justice
Kirpal in the T.M.A. Pai case, re-
verses the process and advocates the
cause of the private sector. Profiteer-
ing, no. Profit-making, yes. “This
partition do their bounds divide.”

A reasonable surplus for future ex-
pansion is, in the apex court diction,
permissible profit but not profiteer-
ing. So students are to subsidise the
educational charity out of their pov-
erty. Founders, with philanthropic
motivation and eleemosynary repu-
tation must rely on social sources,
donative channels and business bar-
ons for handsome grants, not fleece
the poor parents who borrow for
their child’s future nor squeeze
young students with educational
hunger and meritorious talent. The
vast poor have no claim to judicial
compassion. That is privatisation
and market methodology exciting
for the affluent but the brilliant in-
digents are priced out of the educa-
tional bazaar!

Alas, unaided minority schools
from the LK.G, UK.G and the very
first standard have become a ubiqui-
tous business with heavy capitation
fees under various dubious disguis-
es. Merit is measured by money and
so public morality requires some
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ority education — II

y V.R. Krishna Iyer

\&
measure of control. But the Court is
inclined to overlook the rampant
rage regarding the fee levy and dis-
criminatory dimensions of ‘free to
loot’ unaided bodies. Regulation be-
comes justified not because state
grant is given but because public
education is a matter of serious so-
cial concern, that too, in a socialistic
demccratic republic. The term cap-
itation fee is more a clever formality
because these extra-levies have dif-
ferent terminology to outwit judicial
vocabulary. The prescription of
transparency and adequate atten-
tion to merit in the matter of admis-
sion to unaided colleges is more a
placebo than an effective panacea.

While overruling Unnikrishnan
the court salves its conscience by
holding, “however, the principle that
there should not be capitation fee or
profit theory is correct”. How naive
to uphold “reasonable surplus to
meet cost of expansion and augmen-
tation of facility”. The fluid phraseol-
ogy facilitates exploitation without
compunction as if this generation of
students must fund future develop-
ment about which there is no plan,
no record, no restraint nor no defi-
nite direction, no verification of
viability.

There is no gainsaying the fact
that social justice and equal oppor-
tunity for educational excellence at
all levels have gone by default. Of
course, globalisation, liberalisation,
privatisation and marketisation have
captured the Court's notice and the
Preamble to the Constitution is de
facto judicially jettisoned.

While Unnikrishnan has been ex-
tinguished in social philosophy.
pragmatic operation and 50 per cent
for admission of non-minority stu-
dents, there is no firm, fool-proof in-
dication, barring vague
generalisations, as to what should be
a just proportion of non-minaority
admission. The Court has the last
word, but the common people
should not have the least word. The
classroom, it has been said, shapes
the destiny of the nation and educa-
tion is too serious a matter to be left
only to the robed brethren. Our
crimson Constitution has a value vi-
sion to blink at which is to miss its
social mission.

(Concluded)



" Walkout in NCERT mee

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 16. The Education
Ministers of Congress and Left-ruled
States walked out of the 39th Annual
General Meeting of the National
Council for Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) here today over the
textbook issue, even as the Union
Human Resource Development
Minister, Murli Manochar Joshi,
dismissed it as a frustrated
Opposition’s attempt to flog a dead
horse.

Evidently buoyed by the Gujarat
election results and the Supreme Court
judgment which went in favour of the
National Curriculum Framework for
School Education, Dr. Joshi described
today’s walkout as a “political
statement” by an Opposition that had
been shown the door in Gujarat, Assam
and Rajasthan.

While a walkout by Opposition-ruled
States was anticipated from the
moment the AGM began, the Education

Mlmsters of Congress and Le “run
States raised the textbook controversy
two hours into the meeting. Their
demands include reconstitution of the
Central Advisory Board of Education
(CABE), deferring the introduction of
the controversial textbooks, review of
the textbooks by an independent panel
and reintroduction of the old books till
the expert group submits its report.
With the memorandum being
“rejected” by others present, the
signatories to the statement walked out
of the meeting protesting against the
way in which cooperative federalism
had been given the go-by during the
entire process of curriculum revision.
Since most of these States have
already decided not to introduce the
NCERT textbooks in their schools, the
Ministers said they would either retain
the old books or bring out a new set on
their own. As for Jammu and Kashmir,
its Minister, Harsh Dev Singh, decided
to remain in the meeting to present the
State’s case, vis-a-vis, infrastructure

§4over textbook row

and later ?o]d ﬂmt the

NCERT textbooks would be introduced
in the State with modifications
“wherever necessary”’. “I insisted that
J&K — which finds little mention in the
social science text — cannot be
ignored.”

“These books, which are full of
inaccuracies, are unacceptable to us,”
said the West Bengal Education
Minister, Kanti Biswas, conceding that
some of the History books brought out
by his State too contained errors. “We
have set up a committee of historians
to examine them and will accept their
suggestions.”

In particular, the Opposition-ruled
States are pressing for the
reconstitution of CABE. However, the
Minister later said the Supreme Court
judgment — which the Opposition
Ministers were quoting — had only
advised the Centre to convene a
meeting of CABE, and there was no
directive to this effect from the apex
court.

1 pte 10




President’s nod for:
Q,@E cation Bill
\

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI\DEC. 15. The President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, has given his

the Constitution 93rd Amendment Bill, which makes

education a fundamental right. I have given my assent
to make education compulsory till class nine, day before yester-
day,” Dr. Kalam, told a gathering of women, who are part of self-
help groups (SHG) in Kancheepuram district today.

The Bill mandates free and compulsory education for all chil-
dren in the 6-14 age group. It had undergone an unusually long
and complicated process since July 1997, before it got the Presi-
dential assent, the last of the formalities required for a Bill to
become law. Dr. Kalam mentioned his assent of the Bill at the
Alandur Municipality headquarters, where he was interacting with
SHG women on basic issues of village development.

He reminded them that they had a crucial role to play in ensur-

' ing economic and social well-being of their communities.
I Dr. Kalam, who outlined the need to root out drug abuse, alco-
holism and discrimination against the girl child in society to en-
sure that communities progressed, made the 99 women promise to
abide by what he called Alandur declaration.

He handed over a copy of the declaration to the Collector, K.

} Rajaraman, and asked him to supply th }gthered women with
copies of the declaration.
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v Court

O JUDGE writes of a whol-
ly clean slate. Prdcedents
persuade the Supreme

Court but a larger Bench
may overturn a lesser Bench. This is
the fate of a recent ruling of the
Court where eleven judges sat and,
on a crucial point, overruled a small-
er Bench. Although the Indian Con-
stitution remains value-constant, the
Executive has effectually reversed
the social philosophy of the great in-
strument. Commercialising govern-
ance and ‘marketising’ fundamentals
are the bete noire of our Socialist Re-
public and judges are the sentinel on
the qui vive preserving the para-
mountcy of the Constitution without
further violation or erosion. The so-
cio-economic vision of the Constitu-
tion is the lodestar that guides the
court in its great hermeneutic task
even though, as Cardozo observed
long ago, the great tides and currents
which engulf the rest of men do not
turn aside their course and pass the
judges by. It may equally strongly be
mentioned that the predilections of
the robed brethren do condition
their rulings.

The latest pronouncement of the
highest court in the TMA Pai Foun-
dation case is no exception to the
proposition of subtle psychic bias in-
fluencing impalpably the interpre-
tive perspective and subconscious
conviction of those called upon to
pronounce on contemporary issues.
Today, under the powerful impact of
globalisation and privatisation, the
mentality of the elite class has suf-
fered a commercial conditioning
even in jurisprudential
understanding.

In that event, the Constitution
misses its protective mantle of the
judges and this has unconsciously, 1
suspect, happened partly in the rea-
soning of the otherwise well-argued
‘majority opinion’. A few confusions
on fundamentals have marginally
marred the verdict. The majority
judgment, though only of six, is a
ruling of a formidable 11-judge
bench which can be reconsidered
only by a still larger number, not
easy to expect under present condi-

minority education — I

By V. R. Krishna Iyer ——————

tions. The only course open is to so
read the closely and correctly rea-
soned (if I may say so with respect)
pronouncement of justice B. N. Kir-
pal as Chief Justice of India as to im-
part a  progressive  meaning
proximate to the Constitution’s con-
science. What is obvious, but still
needs emphasis, is that the two basic

produce the beautiful map of India.
Each piece, like a citizen of India,
plays an important part in making of
the whole. The variations of the col-

ours as well as different shades of the:

same colour in a map is the result of
these small pieces of different shades
and colours of marble, but even
when one small piece of marble is

Under the powerful impact of globalisation and
privatisation, the mentality of the elite class has
suffered a commercial conditioning even in
jurisprudential understanding.

features of the Constitution are secu-
larism and equality. This reiteration
has been rightly done by the Su-
preme Court at a time when secular-
ism is on the cross and equality is on
the retreat. It is a happy augury that
the highest court has strengthened
secular and egalitarian values in the
field of education by this restate-
ment. The semantic amplitude of
secularism as a concept is also briefly
brought out by the Supreme Court.

Says Justice Kirpal in an expansive
mood of judicial metaphor and em-
phatic vividness of expression what 1
quote: “The one billion population of
India consists of six main ethnic
groups and fifty-two major tribes; six
major religions and 6,400 castes and
sub-castes; eighteen major languag-
es and 1,600 minor languages and
dialects. The essence of secularism
in India can best be depicted if a
relief map of India is made in mo-
saic, where the aforesaid one billion
people are the small pieces of marble
that go into the making of a map.
Each person, whatever his/her lan-
guage, caste, religion has his/her in-
dividual identity, which has to be
preserved, so that when pieced to-
gether it goes to form a depiction
with the different geographical fea-
tures of India. These small pieces of
marble, in the form of human be-
ings, which may individually be dis-
similar to each other, when placed
together in a systematic manner,

= HINDS

removed, the whole map of India
would be scarred, and the beauty
would be lost.

“A citizen of India stands in a simi-
lar position. The Constitution recog-
nises the differences among the
people of India, but it gives equal
importance to each of them, their
differences notwithstanding, for only
then can there be a unified secular
nation. Recognising the need for the
preservation and retention of differ-
ent pieces that go into the making of
a whole nation, the Constitution,
while maintaining, inter alia, the ba-
sic principle of equality, contains ad-
equate provisions that ensure the
preservation of these different
pieces.

“The essence of secularism in In-
dia is the recognition and preserva-
tion of the different types of people,
with diverse languages and different
beliefs, and placing them together so
as to form a whole and united India.
Articles 9 and 30 do not more than
seek to preserve the differences that
exist, and at the same time, unite the
people to form one strong nation.”
(Para 158 to 161)

The real problem with the major-
ity judgment arises primarily regard-
ing unaided educational institutions.
Several issues of deep import have
been left open for decision by a ‘reg-
ular Bench'.

The country misses a great oppor-
tunity by this disinclination and may

have to wait how long one never
knows for a final adjudication. For
instance, the court poses the ques-
tion: can the followers of a sect or
denomination of a particular religion
claim protection under Article 30 (1),
although the sect may belong to a
religion which is in a majority in that
State?

There are other practical ques-
tions arising in every State and may
crop up even in dialect and denom-
ination. Do they constitute a minor-
ity eligible for constitutional
protection? Similarly, another issue:
when an individual or group belong-
ing to a minority religion or language
sets up an educational institution
with no religious or linguistic moti-
vation or authorisation, does minor-
ity eligibility belong to this category?
Again, the court evades and leaves
the matter for a ‘regular Bench’. Eva-
sion of decision today is invitation
for profusion of litigation the next
day and paves the way for docket
explosion another day. An unaided
institution set up for higher educa-
tion must naturally be subject to
state regulation. Why? The Court’s
voice sounds sublime, though with a
dark note at the end:

“We, however, wish to emphasise
one point, and that is that in as much
as the occupation of education is, in
a sense, regarded as charitable, the
government can provide regulations
that will ensure excellence in educa-
tion, while forbidding the charging of
capitation fee and profiteering by the
institution. Since the object of set-
ting up an educational institution is
by definition “charitable”, it is clear
that an educational institution can-
not charge such a fee as is not re-
quired for the purpose of fulfilling
that object. To put it differently, in
the establishment of an educational
institution, the object should not be
to make a profit, in as much as edu-
cation is essentially charitable in na-
ture. There can, however, be a
reasonable revenue surplus, which
may be generated by the educational
institution for the purpose of devel-
opment of education and expansior
of the institution.” (Para 57)
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Dec 6 — O the 10th ann-
iversary o the Babarn Mas-
jid demolition. the NCERT
s unwilling to fet the sub-
ject go.

{t has brought out a his-
tory textbook which iltumin-
ates how Babur built mos-
ques “at places sacred to
Hindu tradition”. * .. While
the mosque commissioned
at Panipat celebrated Bab-
ur's victory over the Lodis,
two other mosques were
sponsored at places sacred
to Hindu tradition. Sambhal
was where the 10th and last
avatar of Vishnu was to app-
ear at the end of the yuga
(cra), and Ayodhya was rev-
ered as the birthplace of
Lord Rama,” says the Class
X textbook titled Medieval
India.

The new textbook devotes
considerable space to what it
calls Babur’s “anti-Hindu”
actions. In the foreword, the

Ranjeet S Jamwal
in New Delhi

NCERT director, Mr JS
Rajput, states that the text-
books have been prepared
adhering strictly to the prin-
ciple of giving an objective
account of historical events.
Historians have, however,
afready questioned its objec-
tivity. Prof Arjun Dev said,
“Like the ecarlier history
book, this one also seems to
follow the same communal
approach which sees religion
behind all conflicts”.

Most chapters in the
book, authored by Meenak-
shi Jain, relate the direct
conflict between Hindu and
Muslim religions.

In chapter 15 — Consolida-
tion of Mughal Rule - stu-
dents will read how “Jeh-
angir celebrated his victory
over the Rana by hunting on
the banks of the sacred tank
at Pushkar, near Ajmer,
violating local tradition. He
had the image of Vishnu in
his  Varaha incarnation
destroyed and thrown into
the tank. As the temple was

THE STATESMAK

said to%elong to the Rana’s
uncle, some  modern
historians attribute political
rather than religious motives
to this act. Jehangir also built
a hunting palace on the
banks of the Pushkar tank,
thus registering Mughal
presence in one of the holiest
Hindi teerthas.”

The book says, “Vishwa-
nath temple at Benaras was
similarly destroyed and a
mosque erected in its place.”

Giving a vivid description
of the policy of Mughal
rulers, the book points out,
“Many temples in Orissa
were likewise destroyed.
During 1679-80, many old
temples were desecrated in
Jodhpur and Udaipur. It is
said that during Auran-
gzeb’s reign, the Rana of
Mewar, fearing for the
safety of an idol of Lord
Krishna at Mathura, sec-
retly carried it to Nath-
dwara near his capital i
pur, where it is wo
to this day.”
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Educatlon blévl 1&%111/
budget session”

Tmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: HRD minister Murli
Manohar Joshi
has said that leg-
islation to make

the proposed edu-
1 cation bill opera-
% tional for making
free and compul-

% % % sory education a
M.M.Joshi fundamental

right for children
will be brought in the budget ses-
sion of parliament.

Stating that nearly three crore
children in the age group of six
to 14 were still not going to
school, he termed the proposed
legislation as “the second
revolution in the Chapter of Cit-
izen’s Rights™ after universal
suffrage. He promised that the
government would implement
the measure sincerely and effec-
tively. “The Centre is in touch
with the state governments, the
Law Commission and other ex-
perts and will try to bring a bill
in the budget session,” Mr Joshi
told reporters here on Thursday.

The Law Commission, he
added, had already suggested a
draft legislation which had been
communicated to the states for
their views.

Some of the issues which the
proposed legisiation would ad-
dress would include the role of
various governments, including

ta e and local bodies, the role of

theYrivate sector and the redres-
achinery if the right was
violated, he said.

The idea was not to punish a
poor man who was not sending
his child to school but to
encourage him, Mr Joshi said,
adding that after adult suffrage,
this educational empowerment
would lead to economic empow-
erment.

Mr Joshi said the draft legisla-
tion would be discussed with
leaders of political parties be-
fore its introduction in Parlia-
ment. He said efforts would be
made to enlist those children not
covered by literacy schemes in
schools and panchayati raj insti-
tutions could play a major role in
this task.

Since the implementation of
this programme was vested
with the state governments, Mr
Joshi sought their co-operation
to make this initiative a success.

Meanwhile, replying to sup-
plementaries during question
hour in the Rajya Sabha, Mr
Joshi said a sum of 20 billion dol-
lars would be required in the
next eight years for providing
primary education to all chil-
dren in the country by 2010.

“Though it is a difficult task,
we are committed to achieve the
target of providing primary edu-
cation to all children,” he said.
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/arhament nod for Educatlon B|II

|
\1 \Aﬂ) A By Our Special Correspondent /V%\\\
NEW DELHI, Nov. 27. The Constitution 93rd Amend-
ment Bill to make elementary education a funda-
mental right today secured the Parliament’s nod
with the Lok Sabha clearing it, and thereby clear-
ing the technical flaw that had delayed enact-
ment of this legislation for over six months after
both the Houses had passed it.

Though the Lok Sabha had passed the Bill a
year ago on November 28, it had to be referred
back to the Lower House as a year had turned by
the time it was sent to the Rajya Sabha for ap-
proval, as the 2001 Winter Session of Parliament
was brought to an abrupt end by the December
13 terrorist strike.

The year change, therefore, necessitated that
the Bill -- this time dated 2002 -- be passed once
again by the Lok Sabha.

However with the Rajya Sabha clearing at the
end of the Budget session and the Monsoon Ses-
sion closing sine die, the Bill could be brought up
in the Lok Sabha only today.

With this, an endeavour that has been in the
makmg since ]uly 1997 has ﬁnally got cleared by

b Ol

Parliament and is well on’its way into the faw
books.With governments changing in quick suc-
cession in the latter half of the last decade, the
83rd Amendment Bill which sought to make Ele-
mentary Education a Fundamental Right was al-
most forgotten till the Human Resource
Development (HRD) Ministry resurrected it last
year and decided to introduce it afresh as the
93rd Constitution Amendment Bill.

Once the Bill becomes an Act, all the children
in the 6 tol4 age group will have the Fundamen-
tal Right to free and compulsory education. Also,
as per the Bill, “the State shall endeavour to pro-
vide early childhood care and education for all
children until they complete the age of six years”". .

Further, the Bill makes it the fundamental duty
of parents and guardians to provide opportuni- |
ties for education to their children/wards in the 6 |
to 14 age group. Later, talking to reporters, the |
Union HRD Minister, Murli Manohar Joshi, said |
the Government had already put in place the Sar- ‘
va Shiksha Abhiyan to meet the situation arising |
out of this legislation which now empowers a l
child to take the State to court should he/she be |
denied his/her fundamental right. “
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. ous authors of the book had “shied away” from mentioning the

NCERT welcomes debate |
WDM over textbook o

NEW DELHI, NOV. 10. Unfazed by critics crying foul over its new cu\ jcu-
lum, the NCERT today welcomed the “debate” generated by its\re-
cent textbook on Ancient Indian History saying it was of “expecled
level”.

Expressing satisfaction at the “generally professional nature of
remarks made by scholars” about the book, the NCERT director, J.S.
Rajput said the “new publication has already made an impact” by
attempting to throw more light on the Aryan invasion theory, a
media release said here.

“Even Prof. D.N. Jha, an esteemed scholar on ancient India, who
has himself authored several books, has accepted that Aryan in-
vasion theory is a matter of academic debate,” he said adding previ-

. “Indian-origin” theory of Aryans.

The academic debate over the origins of Aryans had been raging
for over 100 years, he said and added the chapter ought to be dis-
cussed with proper references to sources.

“Most educationists found the manner in which arguable facts
were being forced down throats of young students quite objection-
able. That is why the council asked scholars commissioned to do the
new history boaoks to always mention the sources of information they
were inctuding,” he said.

Stating that the book had attempted to present both views with
due acknowledgement to sources, he said “this is the way history is
taught all over the world,” the release said.

Mr. Rajput also had some harsh words for the council’s critics
saying they were “making futile attempts to obfuscate the issues
rajsed.

“It would be preferable if they debate the facts published rather
than fight the imagined shadows of political parties,” it quoted him
as saying. — PTI e |
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2002

MINO \ITY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS
. =

{0

THE SUPREME COURT appears to have struck a
delicate balance in the mmority educational in-
stitutions case by adopting a position aimed at
harmonising constitutionally-sanctioned special
minority rights, on the one hand, with the consti-
tutional guarantee of non-discrimination on the
other. While upholding the minority communi-
ty’s untrammelled right to establish and admin-
ister unaided educational institutions, the Court
ruled that those institutions which received state
aid could be subject to Government rules and
regulations. The 11-judge Constitution Bench,
which was hearing a batch of over 200 petitions,
has delivered a complex and multifaceted judg-
ment which (as anticipated) has laid down the
definitions ‘and redefined the scope of many of
the provisions that relate to educational institu-
tions and the manner in which they are set up
and governed. The significance and the wide-
ranging implications of the case were evident
when the Court, at the time of reserving its ver-
dict, had formulated 11 questions for its consid-
eration. These included broad questions such as
those about the meaning of the expression “mi-
norities” in the context of Article 30 of the Consti-
tution and also many specific ones which, when
read together, had a direct bearing on the man-
ner in which educational institutions are govern-
ed. Not every one of the 11 questions has been
addressed (with the Court declining to answer a
couple) but the overall judgment should help to
clarify the doubts about the exact rights and priv-
ileges of minority educational institutions in the
country.

The judgment insulates unaided minority edu-
cational institutions from possible interference
from the relevant university or Government by
making it clear that the latter is forbidden from
meddling with the affairs of the former. The only
concessions made are for the sake of transpar-
ency and excellence, with the Court demanding
that such institutions are governed in an open
manner and that they give merit due primacy in
admission policy. While minority educational in-
stitutions thz;t/cﬁail of Government aid do not

lose their stamp or character, they comé under
the purview of state regulation. Such institutions
are also obliged to admit a certain percentage of
non-minority students in order to comply with
the guarantee in Article 29 (2), which states that a
citizen shall not be denied admission to state-
aided educational institutions-on the grounds of
religion, race, caste or language. As for the per-
centage of non-minority students to be admitted
in such institutions, the Court has left the issue
open, permitting the relevant university or Gov-
ernment to decide this matter.

Those who hold the view that minority educa-
tional rights are absolute and are against any ex-
ternal regulation over state-aided educational
institutions might be unhappy with the order. But
it is important to recognise that, when read as a
whole, the judgment upholds the rights of minor-
ities to establish and run educational institutions
even as it subjects those institutions falling under
a certain category to additional state control. The
judgment also overturns two previous Supreme
Court verdicts that dealt with capitation fees in
professional colleges and management quotas for
student admissions. With respect to the former,
the Court has lifted the regulation on fees to be
charged by unaided institutions with the proviso
that there should not be “profiteering”. Given the
pragmatic difficulty in distinguishing between
“profiteering/capitation” and between generat-
ing a “reasonable surplus to augment facilities”, it
is possible that the Court’s ruling will only en-
courage free professional colleges to charge what-
ever fees students are willing to pay. As for the
decision to set aside 50 per cent of the seats in
state-aided minority institutions to the manage-
ment’s discretion, the Court has affirmed the
principle but left the exact percentage to be set
aside to be calculated by keeping various factors
in mind. The verdict gives State Governments the
discretion on how to deal with aided minority
educational institutions and it remains to be seen
how they frame policies with respect to the judg-
ment which is now the final judicial word on this

sensitive subject.
\
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CORRESPONDENT J

New Delhi, Oct. 16: Opposition
leaders today planned the burial
of the new NCERT social science
textbooks even as Murli Mano-
har Joshi highlighted before the
media his ministry’s efforts at
upgrading school curriculum.

“We have asked most Congre-
ss-ruled states to review the soci-
al science textbooks and not to
use them,” said Congress leader
Manmohan Singh. The Congress
is in power in 14 states while the
BJP and its allies rule six.

Leaders from seven parties —
the Congress, the CPM, the CPI,
the Samajwadi Party, the Rashtr-
iya Janata Dal, the Nationalist
Congress Party and the CPI(ML)
-— met at the CPI headquarters
and asked states ruled by them
as well as the JTelugu Desam
Party and the Biju Janata Dal to
“reject” the textbooks.

Besides factual errors like de-
scribing Madagascar as “an is-
land in the Arabian Sea”, the
ninth standard social science
textbook brought out by the Na-
tional Council of Educational
Research and Training does not
have a line on' Mahatma Gand-
hi’s assassination. It also descri-
bes the October revolution in the
former Soviet Union as a “coup”

V;E ;o
° SR

Long arms for
textbogk battle

b ga(\”

While NCERT chief AS. Ra-
jput hasmadeitclearthec i
will correct only factual errors,
Joshi said issues like whether
Gandhi’s assassination should
be mentioned “should be decid-
ed by the authors and the teach-
ers”, not by his ministry.

How effective will be the call
of the Opposition leaders would

N

depend on the school examina- !
tion boards which will have to
exclude the NCERT textbooks
while setting question papers.
Otherwise, students would have
to contend with questions from
books they are not familiar with.

Usually, state examination
boards are packed with repre-
sentatives from parties govern-
ing the states. This would help
the Opposition implement its
plan. Till the eighth standard the
decision whether or not to use a
particular textbook rests with
individual schools.

Last time the Opposition had
the support of NDA allies like
the Desam when they campaign-
ed against the new national curr-
iculum. With the arrival of the
new social science textbooks in
the market, the Opposition is de-
manding a meeting of all educat-
ion ministers to discuss the text-
books and a thorough review so
that a consensus can be evolved.
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Opposmon partles reject
new NCERT textbooks

w \\ OBy Our Special Correspondent
\

NEW DELHI, OCT. 16. The Opposition parties today
joined hands to renew their battle against *'saf-
fronisation of education” and “unanimously” re-
jected the National Curriculum Framework for
School Education (NCFSE) and the two social sci-
ence textbooks brought out by the National
Council of Education Research and Training re-
cently.

This and other decisions were taken at a meet-
ing of the Opposition leaders calied by the Com-
munist Party of India here.

The parties decided that they would not adopt
the textbooks in the States where they were in
power and enlarged the scope of their protest by
appealing to the allies of the Bharatiya Janata
Party — the Telugu Desam Party in Andhra Pra-
desh and the Biju Janata Dal in Orissa — to join
hands.

The textbooks, ‘Contemporary India’ for class
IX and ‘India and the World’ for class VI, were
introduced after the Supreme Court lifted its in-
terim stay on their publication.

The Opposition parties claim that the books
contain “errors and slants” which need to be re-
moved.

Briefing correspondents later, the CPI general
secretary. A. B. Bardhan, said the parties had also
decided on a mass movement against the BjP-led
National Democratic Alliance at the Centre. They
would organise a national convention here either

durmg the last week of November or first week of
December. The parties demanded that the Cen-
tral Advisory Board on Education (CABE) be re-
constituted. And that the Centre convene a
meeting of the State Education Ministers, since
education was on the concurrent Jist gf the Con-
stitution.  ohe §

The States needed to bé consulted before any
change in the national education policy was in-
troduced, they maintained.

Explaining the rationale behind asking Andhra
Pradesh and Orissa to be part of the campaign,
Mzr. Bardhan said that their Education Ministers
had joined the Opposition when it staged a walk-
out from a Conference of State Education Minis-
ters in 1998, protesting against the attempt to
‘spiritualise and nationalise’ the school syllabus.

The Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sab-
ha, Manmohan Singh, said the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, had already instructed the
Congress-ruled States to appoint a committee to
go into the changes made in the textbooks.

The leaders who attended the meeting includ-
ed the CPI (M) politburo member, Prakash Karat,
the Bihar Education Minister, Ramchandra Purve
(RJD), Rama Shankar Kaushik and Mohan Singh
(Samajwadi Party), Surendra Mohan (Janata Dal-
Secular), Lok Janshakti Party chief, Ram Vilas
Paswan, Abani Roy (RSP), G. Devarajan (AIFB),
Master Pitambar (Nationalist Congress Party)
and J. Chittaranjan and D. Raja (CPI). The former
NCERT chief, Arjun Dev, was also present.




‘Boost for campa|gn agamst

‘saffronisation’

By Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI, OCT. 15. The cam-
paign against the “saffronisa-
tion of education” is likely to
get a shot in the arm with the
‘education wing' of the Con-
gress recommending that all
the States ruled by the party re-
ject the new syllabus in toto.

A recommendation, urging
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, to instruct all party
Chief Ministers to reject the
new syllabus, has been forward-
ed to her by the ‘education
wing' after a meeting it orga-
nised with party leaders, con-
cerned citizens and historians
this past Sunday.

At the meeting, the party also
decided to take the campaign to
the people as it was felt that the
fight against “‘saffronisation of
education’’ should not be con-
fined to the realm of politics.
Should the Congress president
accept this recommendation,
the  National  Curriculum
Framework for School Educa-
tion (NCFSE) — brought out by
the National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training —
will not lyfntroduced in 14

Congress-ruled States plus ]am-
mu & Kashmir if the party forms
a government there.

Wwith Wednesday's Opposi-
tion meet on saffronisation ex-
pected to also recommend
rejection of the NCFSE by all
States where they are in power,
their number could swell as two
are ruled by the Left and two
have the Congress in the ruling
coalition.

Of these four States, Educa-
tion Ministers of all but Megha-
laya had registered their
objection to the NCFSE by
walking out of the 38th Annual
General Meeting of NCERT in
May this year.

Besides the Congress and the
other three Left parties — CPI
(M), RSP and Forward Bloc —
the Opposition parties invited
to this meeting are the Samaj-
wadi Party, Janata Dal (Secular),
Lok Janshakti Party, and the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP). As of today, all but the
NCP had confirmed their par-
ticipation.

Announced on October 9 in
the wake of the Supreme Court
verdict, which rejected a public
interest litigation against the

of £ai
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NC PS]: the Opposition meet '
assumes sjgnificance given the
fact that agprehensions of ‘‘saf-

have been con- |
the social science !
textbooks that were released in |
subsequent days. |

Claiming that the social sci-
ence books had certain distor-
tions not only in Indian history
but also in world history, the
CPI national secretary, D. Raja,
said the meeting would formu-
late a future course of action in
the light of this “evidence”.

Given the fact that the AICC
meeting on saffronisation also
concluded with a call to mobil-
ise public opinion on the issue
and take it out of the political :
domain, the Congress is expect- .
ed to propose this at tomor- |
row’s meeting. ;

As the chairman of AICC's |
Department of Policy Planning :
& Co-ordination, Salman Khur-
sheed, put it: “The Congress |
has decided to join hands with \
all those who are uncomfort- ‘
able with the NCFSE and work 1
towards ensuring that this syl-
labus does not survive even the
duration of the current dispen-
sation at the Centre.” i




. PAST TENSE . <,
Opeh the books; watch Joshi closely

NDIA is neither unique nor the worst case when it comes

to teaching “doctored” history. Indeed, amnesia as state
education policy is practised more brazenly in developed
countries. Post-war Japanese school history books were
dressed to give the country’s dreadful war record a better
appearance. British school history is dominated by early .
monarchy, world wars and the Cold War — periods of
British triumph. The somewhat less celebratory record of

++ colonialism is largely untaught. Compared to this, the con-
- troversies over Indian history teaching are minimal. A

brief review of history education will start with the ascen- .
dancy and consolidation of the nationalist-Left “ideclogy” -
for most of the post-independent period followed by attem- ;
pts from nationalist-Right to introduce some if its hobby-
horses. As such, the situation is far from the brainwashing

= conspiracy that the petitioners on the NCERT syllabi sug-

gested. The Supreme Court (coram, Shah, Dharmadhikari,
Sema, JJ) has retained a sense of proportion. NCERT’s
textbooks are, after all, not finding faults with the Mah-
atma as a person, or saying that Nehru was too much in
love with the upper class English socialist worldview to do
any good for India, or that Partition riots were a good
thing. All the major certainties, the articles of faith have

“¢ been retained in the syllabi. Deleting beef eating references

is silly. But then “Rigtwing” academia in India is itself a bit
silly. If India’s “Left-wing” intelligentsia considers this to

 be major revisionist project, either they are bad at

identifying dangers or a little mad that their five decade
suzerainty over the academe is challenged, or both.
As for the issue of “religious education”, the Supreme

* Court’s observation — that education in religions is not the
" same as religious education — is impossible to better. And
" unnecessary to elaborate. Except perhaps to add that India

is by no means the only country, which will have such “val-
ue education” in school curricula. There can be re-
servations, as this newspaper has, about whether any re-
ligion is a good vehicle for teaching children “values”. Whe-
ther, in fact, “love for all”, as the court coined the phrase, is
not best taught through simple, earthly principles: respect
differences, respect others’ choices, protest only when one’s

- actions manifestly curtails another’s freedom. But in so far

as the NCERT has decided that divinity is a window that
can be gainfully opened to children, it has, as the court
said, gone about the right way. As high as the gods are you
can currently find Murli Manohar Joshi’s beaming face.
The HRD minister is understandably several rungs above
cloud nine following the judgment. He should understand

- — politicians are often wont not to — that a legal green
- light on the right of NCERT to frame syllabi is not a
. general go-ahead for schemes like village schools with a

hidden agenda of conversion; the idea was in circulation for

- a while. Those who dislike the HRD minister should

seriously start monitoring him — flush with a “victory” and
probably spoiling for “ideas” — now, and allow school
teachers and children to get on with their textbooks.
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- CPM wants syllabi review

NEW DELHI, Sept. 13. —
The Congress demanded an
“immediate meeting” of the
Central Advisory Board of
Education (Cabe) to discuss

the alleged saffronised
curricula, a day after the
Supreme Court upheld the
National Curriculum Fra-
mework of Secondary Edu-
cation (NCFSE - 2002). The
CPI-M politburo demanded
a “review of the majority
judgement by a full Bench
of the Supreme Court”.

Mr Jaipal Reddy said the
court’s observation that the
government need not discuss

the Cabe in finalising the
syllabi since the Jatter was
not a statutory body, was
“legalistically correct”. But
the Cabe, having repre-
sentation of all the chief
ministers, has been a plat-
form for evolving a “national
consensus” on the curricula.

A CPI-M leader said:
“Tampering with the secular
content of the education
system has serious conse-
quences to both our federal
polity and secularism, which
the Supreme Court itself
has defined as a - basic
feature of our Constitution.
The majority judgement
must, therefore, be revi-
ewed by the full Bench of

HE S7ATESMA,

‘opposition was to

the Supreme Court. This is
necessary to establish a
mechanism to evolve a
national consensus on the
subject of education in our
federal polity...”

“Mr Reddy said his party,
has nothing against impar-
ting religious education in a
“positive way” and that its
the
attempt  to  saffronise
education.

Dr Murli Manochar Joshi
said in Bhopal that the Su-
preme Court’s verdict vindi-
cated his stand that there
were no attempts by the
BJP-led NDA government
to “saffronise” education in
the country.
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"\ INVENTING HISTORY (% 0

" THE NEW TEXTS prepared by the National
Council for Education, Research and Training
(NCERT) for schools affiliated to the Central
Board for Secondary Education are out now
and even a cursory glance at them shows a
whole lot of factual errors and erroneous no-
tions being vended as truths. The Social Science
text, for instance, describes Madagascar as an
island in the Arabian Sea, identifies the Czars as
a dynasty or a family (while “Czar’ in Russian
means “the emperor”), includes Subramania
Bharathi among those who spread their activ-
ities in England and other European countries
(Bharathi had only sought asylum in Pondi-
cherry, a French territory, for a short while and
was never abroad) and states that Stalin was the
first European ruler to enter into a peace agree-
ment with Hitler (whereas the Munich Pact was
signed much earlier between Hitler's Germany,
France and England). All such factually incor-
rect statements in the school texts can certainly
not be wished away as errors caused by over-
sight, as the mandarins in the NCERT are now
doing. Instead, they refiect the level of scholar-
ship and the lack of commitment to academic
rigour on the part of those engaged in the
exercise.

There are also ideas that defy historical logic
and are not backed by facts, conveying faulty
notions of the past, in the new texts. An illustra-
tion of this is the glorification of the Vedic age
when the text states that the Vedic people were
familiar with the use of “zero”, that “they also
knew that the earth moved on its own axis and
around the sun” and that “they also knew that
the moon revolved around the sun”. Apart from
an intention to convey that the Vedic civilisa-
tion was a “superior” one (an idea inherent to
the Sangh Parivar’s view of history), the trouble
in this context is that the same text, at a later
stage, conveys that “zero” was “introduced in
North India after the Mauryas and the Sungas”.
The text also contains passages that it was
Aryabhatta who “suggested that the earth re-

volves around the sun and rotates on its axis”. It

is strange that the authors were unaware that

Aryabhatta lived in the Fifth Century A.D. and
hence several hundred years after the Vedic civ-
ilisation flourished. Now, a student in school is
exposed to two contradictory suggestions (in
two different contexts in the same text) regard-
ing a fact about astronomy.

There are other infirmities too. The Social Sci-
ence text dealing with contemporary Indian his-

tory (avowedly to inform the schooi-going ‘7

students of the developments after Independ-
ence) does not mention anywhere the assassi-
nation of Gandhi! Similarly, the narrative on the
Quit India movement states that “the only polit-
ical elements who did not support the Quit In-
dia movement were the Indian communists and
the followers of Jinnah”. It is strange that the
authors were unaware that Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee (who founded the Bharathiya Jana
Sangh in 1952) remained the Finance Minister
of the Bengal Presidency (under Fazl-ul-Haq)
for at least six months after August 9, 1942. Moo-
kerjee was the leader of the Hindu Maha Sabha
then. Another such distortion is in the section
dealing with the last of the Maurya kings, Bri-
hadratha, who was killed by his own army chief,
Pushyamitra Sunga (in 187 B.C.); the authors
state that “this is the only incident in the history
of India till the Twelfth Century A.D.”. Ancient
texts, the Rajatharangini for example, will show
a succession of patricides across the ancient
kingdoms even before the Mauryan era. The in-
tention is to convey that sons killing fathers (to
capture the throne) was witnessed in the Indian
kingdoms only after the invasion of Mohammed
Ghazni. Such untruths have been the staple diet
upon which the cadre of the Sangh Parivar has
been brought up. But then, to introduce such
false statements into the school curriculum is
indeed a dangerous proposition. The havoc that
indifferent scholarship combining with a dis-

torting ideology could ca in school educa-
tion is all too apparent.
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'EDUCATION IN RELIGIONS IS NOT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION'

Textbooks not

biased,

p i
LA 16]‘)
Statesman News Service
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NEW DELH]I, Sept. 12. — The Supreme Court
(coram, Shah, Dharmadhikari and Sema, JJ)
today rejected a petition accusing the
government of saffronising school syllabi in the
new National Curriculum Framework for
Secondary Education (NCFSE-2002) and ruled
that non-consultation with the Central Advisory
Board for Education (CABE) could not be a
ground for setting aside the national curricuium.
An elated bm()n human resources develop
ment minister, Mr Murli Mano- -
har Joshi, later said his stand had -
been vindicated, and hit back at ¢
his detractors for playing politics
with education. He called the
allegations of saffronisation to be |
“politically motivated, mischiev- |
ous or made out of ignorance”.
But even as the three-judge
Bench ruled that the courts could
only interdict a policy on
education if it was violative of
Constitutional provisions, there
was a difference of opinion on
the matter of the government L.

bypassing CABE. Justice Mr Dharmadhll\an

and Justice Mr Shah concurred that since the
CABE was a non-statutory body, its consultation
was not mandatory for framing the new syllabus.
Justice Mr Shah held that the court was not to
decide why CABE was not reconstituted. Justice
Mr Dharmadhikari ruled that though it was
desirable to consult CABE in evolving a
longterm policy on education, it was for the
government and Parliament to decide whether
to reconstitute CABE or do away with it.

But Justice Mr Sema expressed reservations
on this count and pointed out that though CABE
was not a statutory body, the fact that it had been
playing an important role in the framing of
educational syllabi since 1935 could not be
overlooked.

There had to be consensus on an important

says 5C

B ZL'* l(w

policy decision in education such as the NCFSE-
2002, and the role of CABE in building a
consensus between the states and the Centre
“cannot be undermined”, said Justice Mr Sema.
He directed the Central government to
immediately reconstitute the CABE and seck its
views on the new curriculum.

Rejecting the contention of the petitioners that
the syllabus tried to insert religious tcachings,
Justice Mr Shah said: “NCFSE nowhere talks of
imparting religious education. What is sought to
be imparted is value education through the
leachmg of the essence of all religions, which i is

. based on the theme “love for all’”

i The petitioners accused the
NCERT teth ‘ governn?enl of revising the svllabi
NEW DELHI, Sept. 12. —
The National Council for
| educational Research and
. Training (NCERT) today
said it will release History
and Social Sciences text- !
books within three weeks. |
It also added it had a
sufficient number of Hindi
textbooks which will be in |
the market soon. — SNS

tor school education to orient the
same “towards the promotion of
the political and religious ideo-
logy (favouring) some sections of
the government”. The respon-
dents had also deleted portions of
existing textbooks without the
permission of the concerned
authors. wherever the sections
were found to be opposed to the
' so-called “religious sentiments”
! of some group, they said.

Jusme Mr Shah said dogmas and | superstition,
<hould not be propagated in the name of religion.
adding that there was no harm in teaching the
universal values of truth, righteousness and non-
violence that are the essence of all religions.

Justice Mr Dharmadhikari, concurring with
the views of Justice Mr Shah, said the teaching of
religion could be imparted even in state-funded
and semi-aided schools: “Education in religions
has to be diiferentiated from religion education
imparted in minority educational institutions.”

Terming the right to know about religions as a
fundamental right of the students, he noted that
the Constitution does not prohibit the study of
religion. “Any interpretation of Article 28 to
deprive the students of the education in religions
would be a violation of their fundamental right,”
Justice Mr Dharmadhikari said.

1.3 5F20my
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~ ‘Errors’ galore in lI()\ICEF%thkexg%ggoks

By Our Special Correspondent V‘)

NEW DELHI, OCT. 4. If the National Council
of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) had hoped that the Supreme
Court nod for the National Curriculum
Framework for School Education
(NCFSE) would silence the criticism
vis-a-vis the new textbooks, their hopes
were dashed today with school teachers
finding errors galore in the social
science texts.

After a “cursory” glance at the social
science textbooks — which were just
released after the tinal order of the
Supreme Court in the public interest
litigation against the NCFSE lifted the
interim stay on their publication —
school teachers today suggested their
perusal would reveal many more
mistakes and slants.

Briefing mediapersons here today
from the SAHMAT platform, the
teachers said their worst fears had
been confirmed as the textbooks
proved that the NCERT was determined
to destroy the secular character of the

school curriculum|and educational
materials. Of the diew that the new
textbooks sought tb subvert the basic
purposes of education, the teachers
said it could be prevented only through
the active intervention of the society.
“These books and others of the same
ilk which are likely to be brought out
should not be allowed to be prescribed
or recommended in schools.”

While some of the mistakes reflect
the “academic bankruptcy” of those
entrusted the task of writing the books,
others are indicative of the definite
slant that is sought to be given to
school education.

The glaring mistakes include
‘Madagascar is an island in the Arabian
Sea’, ‘the Czars is the name of a
dynasty’, ‘the Great Wall of China has
been made of terracotta’,... And,
Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination does
not find even a mention in the book on
Contemporary India for Class IX.

More worrying were the sweeping
statements that prejudice the minds
and the deliberate efforts to introduce

Osama biif'Laden into the text. While
the NCERT contention is that the
textbook seeks to link India with the
world, the teachers have questioned
the inset on Bin Laden in the ancient
India text on ‘cultural contacts with the
outside world’.

While referring to Buddhism
travelling to Central Asia, an inset has
been put to state that a Buddha statue
in Bamiyan had been destroyed by the
Taliban.

Though the Contemporary India
section ends at 1950, there are odd
references to Osama Bin Laden, and
the 1996 general elections when the
BJP formed the Government at the
Centre, but “unfortunately” could not
prove its majority. The Russian
Revolution has been described as a
coup, and Fascism and Nazism have
been sought to be justified as nothing
more than a “sort of a counterpart of
the dictatorship of the proletariat...
imposed... by Stalin” with no mention
of the excesses committed by the two
regimes.
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TEACHER, TEACH THYSELF
cﬁﬁﬂndefensible Duta strike ¥ 8 9

ELHI University likes to call itself one of the pr

educational institutions in the country. Given the
number of outstation students it attracts — in contrast
with Stalinised Calcutta University — that claim has a
basis. But Delhi University teachers, of late, have shown
that given the chance, they can drag the institution close to
; Calcutta University’s level of dysfunction. DU students

: have now been subjected to weeks of marching, slogan- .

» shouting and relay hunger striking teachers. For those who
left high school to join first year courses this year, the Delhi
University Teachers’ Association (Duta) strike must come
as a frightening introduction to the world of higher
education. A world where a great majority of teachers do
very moderate work, where standards of teaching are
average at most, where government-set pay is substan-
.| tially hiked in recent years and where despite all this,
\l unionised teachers are livid because they have been asked
\ to work harder. Quite apart from the point that this isn’t
* the role model students should be looking at while pre-
paring themselves for a working life, Duta’s increasingly
tiresome theatrics beg a few very serious questions.

First, if the University Grants Commission’s (UGC) direc- |

tives on increasing working hours — including teaching,
preparatory and administrative duties — are indeed so
grossly unfair, as Duta claims, how does one explain an
equation like this — given the new teachers’ salary scales,
and scheduled working hours, a reader gets around Rs 400
for an hour’s labour. UGC’s directives ask for 40 hours a
week. A figure that most professions will consider perfectly
acceptable and some will regard enviously. Second, for the
sake of argument, accept Duta’s point -that increasing
teachers’ “workload” is a poor answer to improving
education standards. What does Duta have to offer in
exchange? Is it a different system of accountability, like
students’ evaluation, which is implemented in many
Western universities? Is it saying that teachers’ jobs,
instead of being secured government employment, should
be periodically judged against a benchmark ]ike published
research, also a widespread practice in the West? Is Duta
arguing that privatisation of higher education, with merit-

cum-need based scholarships for poor students, is a must if

our universities and specialised institutes are not to lose
the brightest teaching and student talents? What Duta is

saying 1s that reforms like privatisation are anti-education
— a tired old cliche that fails to explain why the world’s
best talent hammers at the doors of American universities,
most of which are privately funded and managed.

In essence, therefore, a section of Delhi University
teachers — not all teachers, thankfully, go along with the
association — are arguing that the only way to improve

education is to allow them to do exactly what they want. It -
is understandably a very attractive plan for some obvious :

beneficiaries, but not so for students, the future of India. If
Duta persists in going with its own thesis, perhaps UGC |

should arrange for a paid trip to Calcutta University for the '

office bearers. The catastrophic fall in standards of this
once great institution of learning may just teach DU
teachers a few lessons in education policy.
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Time -})ﬂ}m\ Teachers

The University Gra\n\tg Cémmission’s %irective
requiring college and university lecturers Yo spend a
minimum of 22 hours a week in direct teaching is the
product of budgetary cutbacks rather than pedagogic
wisdom. It may seem odd, at first blush, that teachers
should protest about teaching a mere 22 hours.
However, if one considers the amount of time acade-
mics require to prepare lectures of good quality — as
well as the time they need to spend doing research — it
is clear that most conscientious teachers work more
than 40 hours a week. In university systems around the
world, lecturers rarely spend more than 12 to 15 hours
in direct teaching activities a week. The average college
lecturer in India does not have any office space. If
computers are available, Internet connectivity is
unlikely. Libraries are poorly stocked. Now, the UGC
says universities must implement a complete freeze on
all permanent recruitment, abolish all posts which have
been vacant for more than a year, and cut staff strength
by 10 per cent. And it is in order to ensure that these
cutbacks do not affect the quantum of teaching that
existing lecturers are being asked to work longer.
Obviously, the quality of teaching — and academic work
in general — will decline. While it is true that some
college teachers do not take their classes regularly, the
UGC and the institutions concerned must find a proper
way to hold them accountable. An absentee teacher will
continue to play truant even if the number of hours he
is required to teach goes up.

As a former university teacher himself, human
resource development minister Murli Manohar Joshi
should be aware of the unsound state that the Indian
higher education system is in today. Thanks to years of
sustained financial neglect, most Indian universities
and colleges do no research worth the name. Even as the
number of students entering colleges has increased
dramatically, public investment in higher education has
actually declined in relative terms. Between 1985 and
1997, when public expenditure on higher education as a
percentage of outlays on all levels of education grew by
more than 60 per cent in Malaysia and 20 per cent in
Thailand, India showed a decline of more than 10 per
cent. Throughout the world, the humber of teachers in
higher education per million population grew by more
than 10 per cent in the same period; in India it fell by
one per cent. Instead of transferring the burden of
governmental apathy on to the backs of the teachers,
the UGC should insist that the needs of the country’s
university system are adequately catered for.
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y @ N V PRIMARY CONCERNS REMAIN

inquisitiveness and free-thinking in the nangl%‘f

BY UPHOLDING THE revised National Curricu-
lum Framework for Secondary Education for-
mulated by the National Council for Education
Research and Training (NCERT), the Supreme
Court has only made the point that there was
nothing seriously wrong with the procedure
adopted by the Council in finalising the frame-
work. This, however, cannot be held as the apex
court approving the substantive changes sug-
gested in the National Curriculum Framework
and the consequent deletions ordered by the
NCERT in the texts prescribed for schools affil-
iated to the Central Board for Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE). This emerges so clearly from the
note of caution recorded by the judges consti-
tuting the Bench that “it is not the province of
the court to decide on the good or bad points”
and that “it is ultimately for Parliament to take a
decision on the national education policy one
way or other”. It is the fact that the judgment
relates to the narrow focus of the petition that
the apex court’s judgment cannot be construed
as an unqualified endorsement of the new cur-
riculum and the consequent revisions in the
textbooks.

The concerns over the changes brought
about in the curriculum framework, after all,
are not based merely on technical and proce-
dural aspects. The objections, instead, are
based on substantive aspects and emanate di-
rectly from a circular issued by the CBSE to all
affiliated schools (issued soon after the new Na-
tional Curriculum Framework was finalised) in
November 2001 and put on hold when the apex
court issued an interim stay in the wake of a
Public Interest Litigation in March 2002. While
the stay has now been vacated, the apex court,
nevertheless, has made it clear that the judg-
ment pertained to just the procedure adopted.
The observations by Justice D. M. Dharmad-
hikari on the need to ensure that religious edu-
cation is not reduced to “religious instructions”
assumes a lot of significance. The potential for
abuse of the “freedom” to impart religious edu-
cation to indoctrinate children and curb their

S T »-*ﬁ\jr}%
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religion has been pointed out by the judge eve

while concurring with the judgment. Some of |

the changes now implemented by the NCERT
through the CBSE are objectionable in this con-

text alone and if the apex court did not go into |

these, it is only because the Judiciary (as under-

scored by the Bench here) is not the forum to

settle the dispute.

As for instance, among the portions ordered
to be deleted from the history texts (for Class XI)
by the CBSE (based on the new curriculum

|
\
J
|
|
|
J
|
|
i
!

framework) are tracts that elaborate on how the .

‘varna’ system, which started out as a division of
labour, was then made hereditary by law and
religion. While this historical truth substantiat-
ed with such scrupulous detail by R.S. Sharma
{an authority on the socio-economic history of
the Vedic times and due to which he was com-
missioned by the NCERT to write the text-book
concerned) intended to depict the inequity that
prevailed then, deleting such portions now is
aimed at propagating a notion that the Vedic
civilisation was indeed a glorious era. Apart
from manufacturing a mindset that will in effect
glorify the caste-based oppression perpetrated
then, the young minds brought up with a staple
diet of such distorted notions about the past will
be led to condemn the various forms of asser-
tion by the historically oppressed caste groups
as social crimes. The same is true of the idea to
redefine nationalism in religious and cultural
terms — based on the hypothesis that the
Aryans were the original inhabitants in India
and that the Vedic civilisation pre-dated the Ha-
rappan civilisation — put forward by Hindu na-
tionalist historians. The end-game, in all these,
is to deny the pluralist and democratic spirit of
the nationalist struggle that guided the making
of the Indian nation. For all these reasons, the
apprehensions that the National Curriculum
Framework is in some part an effort to inculcate
a version of history that would suit a political

agenda remai7aé valid and as persistent even
now.



“ MORE HASTE, LESS HEED):,

he temperature in the political at-
I mosphere hasrisen a sharp degree
or two, all because of a Supreme

Court ruling on the new school curricu-
lum. Opponents and critics of the

. Bharatiya Janata Party grew over-anx-
- ious that the new syllabus published by

the National Council of Educational Re-
search and Training would be a bid to
“saffronize education”. So they jumped
the gun. and went with their fears to the

- Supreme Court even before the new books

were out. But the court has seen nothing
obviously wrong with the proposed syl-
labus. Instead, it has rubbished fears

" about “value-education” by stating that

- fight against fanaticism

the aim of such education

the sangh habitually expresses. To assess
that, the critics will have to wait till the
books come out. Shrill rhetoric is part of
the political game, there may or may not
be substance behind it.

The BJP has not given its critics any
reason to believe that it will not try to fur-
ther its own political agenda through the
new syllabus. But that allegation would
stick more or less to all political forces. All
parties in power like to have syllabi of
their preference in schools, and the BJP’s
present sense of victory is particularly di-
rected towards left parties and leftist in-
tellectuals. The real question is a far more
basicone. Education in schools is not a po-

litical affair, it is not a sp-

is to spur on a national

and violence. Teaching
children that religions dif-

The Supreme Court’s
judgment on the

here where political agen-
das should enter by the
side door. Yet that is exact-
ly what has been happen-

. fer not in their basics but NCERT syllabus ing — with a routine blan-
only in ?heir practices w.ﬂl exposes the folly of dness that makes it seem
. help build a tolerant socie- hi . . perfectly normal. The
" ty. This is the stark oppo- rus ‘mg to court with brazenness of the Hin-
site of what the petition- little else but a dutva parties and the

.ers believe the BJP in-

tends doing. But they

bundle of fears

BJP’s perceived complici-
ty in events and decisions

should have thought twice

" before taking a bundle of apprehensions

to court. Irrational opposition is counter-
productive, especially damaging when
the issue is something as crucial as chil-
dren’s education.

The legal and technical soundness of
the judgment, however. is irrelevant to
both the proponents and the opponents of
the syllabus. At the moment, the sangh
parivar is crowing, and rather foolishly
advertising its educational agenda. This
does not mean that the textbooks would
contain the kind of divisive sentiments

PR TEL TS

geared to undermine dem-
ocracy have merely made visible the inap-
propriateness of an arrangement that
predates the BJP’s stint in power. The pe-
titioners’ complaint that the syllabus was
made without consulting the Central Ad-
visory Board of Education was overruled
by a majority judgment. The CABE is a
non-statutory body and therefore need
not be consulted. It is perhaps time that a
statutory, scholarly body was constituted
to plan syllabi and choose textbooks. That
would not completely cut out politics, of
course, but it would add credibility.
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Free education of

class bias:

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, August 16

THE DEEP-ROOTED class
and caste bias in the educa-
tion system must be removed
to save primary education
from collapsing in the State,
Amartya Sen said today.

The Nobel laureate was
releasing the Pratichi
Trust's Education Report,
compiled over a year during
which the team surveyed
schools in Darjeeling, Birb-
hum, Murshidabad, Puru-
lia, Midnapore and Burd-
wan districts.

“The team found a class
gulf between teachers and
students. The upper class,
well-paid. well-lettered
teachers pay scant attention
to students from lower class-
es. The rate of teacher ab-
senteeism is higher in
schools where a majority of
the students are from the
lower classes,” Sen said. The
report uses the term ‘lower
class’ to include minorities,
lower castes and tribals.

Private tuition and teach-
ers’ unionism have added to
the collapse of the primary
education system, says the
report. “Private tuition
works differently in rural ar-
eas. Few teachers give tuition
to students of their own
school. Rather, the rural rich
ensure private tuition for

¥ MEE TS

HT PHOTO
Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen
speaks his mind in Kolkata on
Friday.

their children,” Sen said.
Children from poor fami-
lies are dependent on the sys-
tem and are too afraid to
raise their voice against the
teachers, who are usually
from the upper classes. The
pitch is further queered by
teachers’ unionism or
“economism” as Sen calls it.
“Economism is where an in-
terest group fights to ensure
its interests. Teachers in
Bengal are well paid; it is
time they looked beyond
their narrow self-interests to
look at the interests of the
society, the underprivi-
leged,” Sen said. The report
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highlights a high incidence
of tuition among the chil-
dren of the rural rich — 45
per cent of them hired pri-
vate tutors, mostly unem-
ployed youth) is high — 45
per cent of the students had
private tutors. “The solu-
tion, says Sen, is to give the
poorer sections more voice.

The report suggests set-
ting up of ‘parent-teacher
committees’ at each school.
“These should be small
groups; in larger groups the
upper classes will tend to
dominate. Most importantly,
these committees should be
given legal powers,” he said.

Sen said banning private
tuition would be hard. “In-
stead, the need for private
tuition should be removed
and class bias combated.”

He welcomed the mid-day
meal scheme, which has in-
creased attendance and pro-
vides nutrition to under-
privileged children.

The report found that the
school inspection system
had become defunct as the
inspectors were terrified of
teachers’ unions. One good
thing is that the poor are en-
thusiastic about sending
their children, even girls, to
school.
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NCERT denies charges against'

4

By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELH!, AUG. 2. The National Council for Edu-
cation, Research and Training (NCERT) has
strongly refuted the allegation that the National
Curriculum Framework 2000 has been given a
“Brahmanical approach”.

Senior counsel for the council, M.N. Krishna-
mani, made this denial before a Bench compris-
ing Justice M.B. Shah, Justice DM.
Dharmadhikari and Justice H.XX. Sema, which re-
served orders at the conclusion of arguments by
counsel for the petitioners — social activist, Aru-
na Roy and two others — C.S. Vaidyanathan, So-
licitor-General, Harish Salve for the Centre, and
P.P. Rao for the Central Board of Secondary
Education.

Denying that the curriculum had been given a
“Brahmanicalapproach”, counsel citing an anec-
dote from the Upanishads, drew the attention of
the court that no distinction had been made on

caste-basis in the scriptures.

He also denied the submission that [slam as
religion was not included in the school syllabus.
Under the title “people and society in the ancient
period”, Istam was not included in “major reli-
gions’.

However, in the topic “people and society in
the medieval period”, Islam had been included
under the heading “religious developments”, he
submitted.

Quoting the Upanishads, counsel submitted |

that teaching religion by itself was not wrong.

The apprehension of the petitioners’ counsel
in this regard was unfounded.

On the allegation that the Central Advisory
Board on Education was not consulted, he said
the NCERT had 51 members and only 14 of them
walked out of the meeting (for political reasons)
convened to discuss the curriculum.

The others had endorsed the curriculum and
minutes had been recorded to this effect.

Ty ‘national curriculum YN




Centre attemptlng to saffronise

education, counsel tells SC

fy\ X By Our Legal Correspondent \/\9 A

NEW DELHI, JULY 30.By trying to implement the re-
vised nitional curriculum framework, the Centre
is attempting to ‘saffronise’ education, which has
the effect of impinging on the country’s secular
character, argued senior counsel C.S. Vaidya-
nathan in the Supreme Court hearing a petition
challenging the new curriculum.

Making his submissions before a Bench, com-
prising M. B. Shah, D. M. Dharmadhikari and H.

. K. Sema, Mr. Vaidyanathan said the Government

' had changed the education policy without con-

sulting the Central Advisory Board of Education
(CABE), which comprised experts and State Edu-
cation Ministers. Admitting a public interest pet-
ition filed by social activist Aruna Roy columnist
B.G. Verghese and sociologist Meena Radhakrish-

' na Tyabji challenging the new curriculum, the
- court had on March 1 stayed its implementation

Arguing for the petitio

was not consulted, tho the National Policy on

ﬁJ;" SNt

]

!

|
Education had specifically stated that the CABE ’
ought to be consuited.

Mr. Vaidyanathan said certain portions of text-
books had been deliberately deleted on grounds
of religion. Such distortions in the textbooks
would amount to religious propaganda, which
would result in stultifying growth, development
and spirit of critical inquiry of children at the
primary age. The new curriculum was driven by a
“Brahminical approach” and as there were re-
peated references to the Vedas and the Upan-
ishads, the Bench took strong exception to these
and told the counsel “do not abuse any caste, do
not abuse the word Brahmin as it has a wider
meaning,” he said. Counsel said he was not abus-
ing any caste or castigating anybody but was only
trying to emphasise that the repeated reference
to the Upanishads gave this impression. The |
Bench was quick to respond by saying, “How can |
India live without the Vedas and the Upanishads |
which are the essence of the spiritual heritage of |
the country. If you look at it with a coloured ap- ]
proach, it is coloured”. ‘
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| NCERT flouts SC
order, sneaks in
new textbooks

By Sakina Yusuf Khan
~ Times NEws NETWORK
VA
New Delhi: Last week,
the National Council for
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) quietly
released new textbooks
for Class XI in all social
science subjects—sociolo-
gy, political science, eco-
nomics and geography. Ex-
perts point out that this is
in complete violation of
the supreme court’s order.
The court, in its ruling
of April 12, 2002, while va-
cating the ban on the im-
plementation of the new
national curriculum, had
retained the stay on con-
troversial subjects such as
history, sogial . scjences
and Hindi. éaé,tui [(PRIR
Because of the court’s
ruling, textbooks in these
subjects written on the ba-
sis of the new syllabus
could not be released and
students have had to do
without them for the first
four months of the cur-
rent academic year. The
next hearing of the
supreme court is sched-
uled for July 30.
According to Arjun Dev,

- former NCERT professor,
releasing these books be-
fore the court’s next sit- |
ting amounts to a viola-
tion of the court’s order.
“The NCERT seems to be
in an indecent haste to in-
troduce them in complete
contravention of the law
and procedures. It is ap-
parent from their shoddy
nature that these books
have been very hurriedly
put together,” he says.

THE TIMES OF INtH» % N\ clm'l
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ADVANCING HIS Submissions
for the second consecutive day
before an 11-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court in the crucial mi-
norities’ case, Attorney-General
Soli J Sorabjee on Friday said a
Government-aided minority ed-
ucational institution (MEI) can-
not be barred from giving prefer-
ence in admission to students
from its own community.
However, he said the MEI can
give preference to students of its
community in a rational manner
and it should not exclude stu-
dents from other communities.
The submissions differed from
the Government’s stand that a
MEI loses its minority character
under the Constitution once it re-
ceives aid from the Government.
Sorabjee said the Government
couldn’t give aid on conditions
which impair the autonomy of a
METI and take away the rights of
its management to admit stu-
dents belonging only to minority
community. He said the apex
court would have to decide the ex-
tent of preference in admission
an aided MEI could give to the
students of its own community.
Sorabjee, who was assisting
the Bench in his capacity as At-
torney-General, said the correct-
ness of the apex court’s judg-
ment in the St Stephen’s case, al-
lowing 50 per cent reservation
for its own community is ques-
tionable. The Bench headed by
Chief Justice B N Kirpal is hear-
ing a batch of 200 petitions for
deciding 11 questions on the ex-
tent of rights the minority com-
munities could enjoy under the
Constitution.
The Attorney-General did not
express his own opinion on the

Syed Liaquat Ali
New Delhi, July 26

RE LTy Yo 2y T

schools

L A

Soli Sorahjse

vexed question of imposition of
restrictions on admission of stu-
dents into the government-aided
minority institutions. However,
he presented before the Bench
two arguable views,

He said it was argued that if
the students belonging to other
communities are denied admis-
sion in a minority-run institu-
tion because of non-availability
of seats, there was no discrimi-
nation on the ground of religion.

Sorabjee said if the students
were denied admission on the ba-
sis of their religion or language
despite the availability of seats,
then Article 29(2) would be at-
tracted. The Article says: “No cit-
izen shall be denied admission
into any educational institution
maintained by the State or re-
ceiving aid out of State funds on
grounds only of religion, race,
caste, language or any of them”.

Sorabjee said the right of ad-
ministration and management
of a MEI under the Constitution
also extends the right to admit
students of its own community,-

b
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NCERT hurls
etters back\ at
syllabus critics

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 31: The Na-
tional Counc1l of Educatlonal
Research and T¥aining s trying
to get even with state education
ministers who have accused its
dérector, J.S. Rajput, and human
resource development minister

Murli Manohar Joshi of ram-

ming through a school syllabus
that was not approved by the ma-
jority of states.

Furnishing letters written by
the education ministers of
Tripura and Karnataka, the
NCERT said: “It is indeed unfor-
tunate that such large scale con-
sultations involving state educa-
tion ministers and chief minis-
ters are being ignored now.”

The NCERT director accused
the state education ministers
of levelling “untenable and
misleading” charges at his insti-
tution.

In hisletter dated May 7, 2001,
Tripura education minister Anil
Sarkar wr(l)‘gl“lt was really a su-
ccessful senhar and we have be-
nefited from the valuable discu-
ssions held bétween the NCERT
experts and our officials.”

Karnataka education minis-
ter H. Vishwanath wrote to
Joshi: “Some of the points of the
curriculum framework have al-
ready been implemented in the

state’s school curricula.”

The NCERT has quoted these
letters and recorded the number
of meetings and discussion the it
had sponsoregd with the states.

“Joshi is trying to point to the
discussions as a measure of ap-
proval on our part. But discus-
sions do not mean consensus,”
Bengal education minister Kanti
Biswas had said after a group of
16 education ministers had wal-
ked out of the NCERT’s annual
general meeting last Sunday.

The council, however, is
sticking to its stand that the ex-
tensive discussions can be taken
as an indication of support by
the states, especially when none
of the education ministers, bar-
ring Kanti Biswas, had given his
reservations on the syllabus in
writing to the minister.

According to the NCERT,
“Before the finalisation of the
national curriculum framewo-
rk, a number of regional and na-
tional seminars had been con-
ducted to discuss the document.
The output of these seminars
was appropriately included in
the final document released in
November 2000.”

In the face of opposition from
state education ministers, Joshi
has refused to budge on the new
school curriculum. He also re-
fused to convene the Central Ad-
visory Board of Education. /
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16 Ministers walk out
i0f NCERT meet o+ \

s By Our Special Correspondent %\(
; NEW DELHI, MAY 27. Education Ministers of 16 States walked ou\ of 1

i the 38th annual general meeting of the National Council of Educa-
. tional Research and Training (NCERT) here on Sunday to protest |

the Council’s bid to misrepresent their stand vis-a-vis the National
Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE} in Parlia-
ment and the Supreme Court. ‘

Though confirmation of the minutes of the December 2000 an- |
nual general meeting — during which, as per the affidavit sub-
mitted by the NCERT and the Human Resource Development f
Ministry in the Supreme Court in a public interest litigation against 1
the curriculum, approval of the members had been obtained for
the then proposed NCFSE — was listed first on the agenda it came |
up for discussion a good two hours after the meeting began.

After a round of heated discussion with Council officials led by |
the HRD Minister and NCERT president, Murli Manohar Josh1
sticking to their guns, the 16 Education Ministers walked out ofthe |
meeting denouncing the Ministry and NCERT’s efforts to “mislead
the nation, Parliament and Supreme Court” by “asserting that the
NCFSE was discussed and approved by the 37th annual general
meeting held on December 13, 2000".

The 16 Education Ministers also demanded that the HRD Minis-
ter and the NCERT Director withdraw all such statements made in
Parliament and the Supreme Court. Further, affirming that the
appropriate forum for evolving and approving a national curricu-
lum framework for the country was the Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE), they demanded that it be constituted and con-
vened at the earliest, and the implementation of the NCFSE kept in

" abeyance till then.

- Nagaland, Assam, Karnataka, Chattisgarh, Uttaranchal, West Ben-

The Ministers who walked out represented Rajasthan, Kerala,

gal, Punjab, Bihar, Tripura, Pondicherry, Madhya Pradesh, Mani- :

. pur, Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram.

|
|
Earlier in the day, most of them had met and discussed their |
strategy for the meeting. While the West Bengal Education Minis- |

|

. ter, Kanti Biswas, led the offensive against the NCERT and the |

Ministry, the directive from the Congress central leadership to its |
State Education Ministers to take a clear stand against the efforts of | ‘
the powers that be to “fabricate”” a consensus on the NCFSE added |
strength to the effort. /
I
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‘Saffronised syllabus erodes

«" 7 NCERT credibility’ s 5 -

By\Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI,\JAN. 31. Breaking their silence a
week-and-a-half after the National Council
of Educational Research and Training

.. (NCERT) released its syllabi for all
" subjects, historians opposed to the.Sangh
. Parivar school of thought today said the

history syllabus was not only
“saffronised”, but it also failed to stand up
to academic scrutiny.

Coming together under the SAHMAT
banner, the historians said the manner in
which the curriculum had been revised —
despite objections from a cross-section of
society — had eroded the credibility of the
NCERT as an academic body.

“With the NCERT authorities going
ahead with the implementation of the
agenda drawn up by the Sangh Parivar,
the distinction between the academic
agenda of a national-level academic
organisation and the communal agenda of
the Sangh Parivar has been obliterated.”

Speaking to presspersons here, the
eminent historian, Irfan Habib, said “there
have been differences of opinion in the
past, but the present Government has
reduced all controversies to an

unacceptably low level.”

On the view that the ideas
“manufactured” by the Sangh Parivar
ideologues, and rejected by reputed right-
wing historians such as R. C. Majumdar,
had found their way into the syllabus,
Prof. Habib said the syllabus was not only
anti-Muslim, but also reflected the
regional and religious prejudices of the
Sangh Parivar. ’

As proof of the regional bias, he said
there was no mention of the Dravidian
connection to the Harappan Civilisation,
while a Vedic connection had been
introduced.

Referring to the NCERT’s contention
that the new syllabus covered areas
ignored by the one it seeks to replace, the
NCERT’s former head of the Department
of Education in Social Sciences and

- Humanities, Arjun Dev, said no political

unit of the Deccan and South, except the
Rashtrakutas, find a mention in the
syllabus of
Ancient India for Class XI. Even the
Satavahanas, Pallavas, Chalukyas and
Cholas do not find a place.

Challenging the NCERT’s defence that
an equal number of periods had been

given to Ancient and Medieval India, Prof.
Habib said by clubbing the latter into
three units, the Council had used an age-
old trick to sideline a particular topic.

While the Delhi Sultanate had been
classified as ‘The Rise of Ghaznavis’, the
Mughal period had been “perfunctorily”
mentioned under the rubric ‘The Political
Conditions’.

Not only had the Mughal rule been
summarised — ‘“with no mention of the
political unification brought about by
them” — this particular unit, according to
the historians, included a host of
dynasties, most of which had ceased to
exist before the disintegration of the Delhi
Sultanate. Also, the idea of “resistance”
had been introduced whenever the subject
of study pertains to Muslim rule.

As for the varna system — a reference to
which had been deleted from one of the
existing textbooks — there was no

- mention of it before 300 B.C. in the Class

XI syllabus for Ancient India. “The only
reference to caste comes under the rubric
‘Social Life as Reflected in Contemporary
Literature from 200 B.C. to 300 A.D".”
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THE MYSTERY of the secret syllabi has
been finally revealed. And yet, the names of
the eminences penning the new textbooks
remain as mysterious as ever. Only after the
books are out will the syllabi pass the test of
objectivity. Even according to some members
of the secretive NCERT think tank, no histo-
ry can be written (or rewritten) hurriedly.
The task becomes much more difficult when
it concerns children’s textbooks.

If a lot of muck has been raked, it is only
fair that the NCERT has to shoulder a large
part of the blame. Backdoor deletions from
history books, which seemed kosher for
decades, were crudely done without consult-
ing the historians who wrote these books. It is
no one’s case that what they had written was
faultless. History has to be continuously
updated, but it has to be done in a transparent
manner, after a rational debate.

Instead, what the nation witnessed was
reckless distortion by saffron politicians and
even demands for the arrest of the veteran
historians. Clearly, the controversy was trig-
gered off by the Union HRD minister (who
compared the historians with Islamic terror-
ists!) and his servile acolytes in the NCERT.
The objective was to whip up a sectarian agen-
da, perhaps with an eye on the forthcoming

w3 Ofor Octogugk w/ 1%

elections. é;’edlt must nevertheless bBe given to
the NCERT for trying to lighten the burden on
students and incorporating new science disci-
plines. But only time will tell how far the vir-
tual abolition of history as a subject and the
integration of social sciences will succeed in
creating a new classroom ethos.

The reduction of the 20 chapters on
medieval history into three smacks of the
Hindutva paranoia with regard to Muslim
rule in India. Contentious subjects such as
‘the Vedic connection and legacy of Harappan
civilisation... the material culture as
described in the Vedas — political organisa-
tion, sabha, samiti, rashtra’ etc., are bound to
raise the hackles of less partisan historians.
Dalits and tribals will undoubtedly object to
the glorification of the varna system. If the
entire exercise is to project myth as reality
and that, too, according to the Hindutva mani-
festo, then it will be a direct attack on rational-
ist and modernist enlightenment. Ancient his-
tory seems to have become the pet obsession
of the NCERT, as it is with the Sangh parivar.
Besides, if the knowledge of contemporary
terrorism and insurgency is considered useful
for school students, then what about the
hydra-headed octopus of fundamentalism,
including that of the Hindutva variety?
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v By J. Venkatesan %

NEW DELHI, JAN. 22. The issue of
revision of textbooks for
children has taken a new turn
with the National Human
Rights Commission issuing
notice to the Ministry of
Human Resource

National Council of
Education, Research and
Training (NCERT) on the
ground that such a change
was likely to affect the rights
of children.

The Commission issued
notices, returnable in eight
weeks, on the basis of a
complaint from educationists
alleging that the revision of
textbooks was likely to
adversely affect their
(children’s) development and
might distort personality and
human development.

The Commission held that

“no doubt formulation of
policies is within the domain

ﬂ“‘b’ \ _
(- revisio

Development and the c)/ \

of the Government. However,
the constitutional philosophy
in the Preamble, the
fundamental guarantees and
the mandate of regulation of
policy formulation by the
Directive Principles of State
Policy has to be respected”.

The Commission also held
that “the right to development
is the most basic right of
every child, duly recognised
by the Convention on the
Rights of the Child — to
which India is a party”.

The Commission also noted
“that education has been
judicially construed to fall
within the guarantee of right
to life in Article 21 and now it
is a fundamental right.
Freedom of information is the
essence of democracy and
education helps to develop
that trait. It must, therefore,
be also a medium of exposure
to different points of views
based on the depiction of
established facts”.

" NHRC notice to Centre on
n of textbooks

The Commission also
observed that “it is the
obligation of the school to
disseminate all necessary
information children require,
facilitating them in making
informed choices about their
own lives”.

The educationists wanted
the Commission to intervene
to look into the printing of
history textbooks, which they
felt was ‘“‘undemocratic and
non secular”. In their opinion,
the old textbooks should be
continued for 2002 till
historical reality and facts
were brought into rewriting of
history textbooks. ‘

They also urged the
Commission to ensure that
the history textbooks writings
were a truly transparent,
professional and democratic
process highlighting the
secular, democratic, pluralistic
character of India for which
the freedom fighters had
fought and died for.




NCERT sticks
(o its text, but
lightens'load

Times News Network
NEW DELHI: The new syllabi of
the National Council of
Educational =~ Research  and
Training (NCERT), officially
released on Monday, may reduce
the curriculum load on students,
but there will be an increased
emphasis on project-based work.
While the syllabus for classes I to
XII has been released, textbooks
will be introduced in a phased
manner, beginning with classes I,
II1, VI, IX, and XI by April.

The highlights of the new syllabi
include integration of the social sci-
ences at the sec-
ondary level,
integration of

» Reduction of curriculum load

classes VI and VII have been axed.
The focus, instead, is on India and
its relations with the world. The
NCERT also said that the atten-
tion which the Mughal emperors
had enjoyed in history textbooks
for far too long had been curtailed.
Instead, the “neglected” regions of
north-east and south India had
found a place.

The need, said NCERT officials,
was to study local historical devel-
opments in a broader countrywide
and worldwide context. In classes
IX to XII, the council has proposed
a seminar or tutorial paper related
to local history
and culture.

“It is neces-

technology with
science, new

»Emphasis on project-based

sary to intro-
duce the student
to the elements

» Integration of social sciences of

historical

subjects such as work

the ‘art of

healthy and pro-

ductive living’ | introduced
forclassesIto V,

» Study of various religions

methodology, of
how the histori-
an works,” the

and the introduction of work edu-
cation, art education, and health
and physical education for classes
VI to VIIL

The social sciences curriculum
had become controversial about
two months ago when the NCERT
chopped certain portions from
books authored by historians like
Romila Thapar, Arjun Dev, Ram
Saram Sharma and Satish Sharma.
The historians had alleged that the
“indiscriminate deletions” were
motivated.

Just for the record, the new syl-
labus contains separate chapters
on different religions and sects at
the upper primary level (class VI to
VIII). In keeping with the principle
that the social science curriculum
must be comprehensive yet not
heavily loaded, the “laborious”
details on the study of continents in

syllabi states.

The council has tried to make
the classroom experience more
hands on. Consider this. Mock pan-
chayats, visits to the offices of 1oca1
government, discussions, orga
ing campaigns, debates, poster-
making and the like will bea part of
the project activities specified at
the end of each chapter of the
social sciences.

Such comparative features as a
study of the textile industry in
Ludhiana and that in Texas will also
be included. Such features, say
teachers, may initially lead to adjust-
ment problems especially in terms
of the dynamics of teaching and
gathering information. The contem-
porary national scene and a world
perspective also find place in the
new syllabi. There is a strong focus

on India in relation to the world. -,



 UGC bans Slet
from June 2002

WiA

Dinesh Joshi
Bhopal, January 19

TO REMOVE disparity in the
eligibility criteria for the post
of lecturers in universities
and colleges, the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has imposed a ban on
the State-Level Eligibility Test
(Slet) organised by various
State Governments.

The ban would come into
force from June this year. The
decision was taken at a UGC
meeting in New Delhi and the
higher education departments
of the States have been com-
municated about the decision.
The Higher Education Depart-
ment here has received a letter
from the UGC in this regard.

The letter would soon
be forwarded to the Profes-
sional Examination Board
(PEB), which had been condu
cting Slet examination in the
State. At present, as many as
15 State Governments, includ-
ing Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra, have the UGC’s
approval for conducting Slet.

These Slet-qualified candi-
dates were eligible for lectur-
ers’ posts in universities and
colleges at par with those
clearing the NET.

This practice of conducting
Slet was proving detrimental

T b

to thousands of the NET-qual-
ified candidates and, in many
cases, the Slet-qualified candi-
dates got preference over the
NET pass-outs.

Apart from this, some States
had agreed to accept the appli-
cations of the Slet-qualified
candidates from other States,
while the UGC regulations
restricted the appointment of
Slet pass-out candidates out-
side their States. The UGC was
receiving complaints regard-
ing deteriorating level of Slet
examination process and inci-
dents of copying was also
reported from some states.

The Madhya Pradesh Gov-
ernment was conducting Slet
for selective subjects and in a
few departments only NET-
qualified candidates were
appointed as lecturers.

The State eligibility tests
were started a few years back
after many State Governments
found their students were not
able to clear the NET exams.
These State mooted the propos-
al to conduct State-level eligi-
bility tests for finding lecturers
and, over the years, the num-
ber of State Governments hold-
ing Slet exams swelled to 15.

The UGC’s decision to ban
the Slet exams would protect
the interests of many NET-
qualified candidates. .




"NCERT “presents please-all s syllabus

( -
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THE NATIONAL Council for
Educational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) has come up with a
please-all history syllabus. In the
modified syllabus, the story of
India’s past is taking into

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 10

account all communities and all -

shades of political opinion.

A copy of the detailed course
content from class 6 to 12 avail-
able with the Hindustan Times,
speaks volumes for the impact
that the preceding months of
heavy attack has had on the
NCERT.

The academic body has kept
its promise of reducing the bur-
den on studénts up to the Class 10
stage by clubbing history with
geography, civics, economics and
environment studies into single-

text reading on the theme ‘Indian
and the World'.

Till the mid-1970s, school stu-
dents studied history as a stand-
alone subject. Though it was sub-
sequently taught from a separate
text it formed just 30 per cent
of social sciences. Now, respond-
ing to complaints from teachers
and parents’ bodies, the NCERT
has recommended a thematic
approach.

In the higher secondary (plus
2) stage, students who choose to
pursue studies in history are to
be given a bigger load. It is here
that the NCERT’s answer to the
past few months of academic
and political attack becomes
apparent.

For instance, during semester
1 of Class 11, there is no mention
of “Aryan invasion”. In fact,
Human Resource Development

Minister Murli Manohar osh1 S
promise of introducing students
to India’s contribution to world
civilisation is subtly honoured.

Take for instance, the Vedic
connection and legacy of Harap-
pan civilisation. The extensive
coverage in the course to mathe-
matics and science from third to
first millennium BC had raised
Leftist academics’ hackles.
Under germination of high phi-
losophy, a student will be exposed
to the concepts of Brahma,
Atma, Pran and other ethical
concepts.

Medieval India covers all the
dynasties that ruled Delhi and
the syllabus appears to be sensi-
tive to the allegations that artis-
tic and architectural impact of
Islamic -dynasties would be
ignored. South India has not
been ignored.

The NCERT, realising the
political minefield that it could
create by debatable representa-
tion of modern India, has
retained the old, Congress-focus
in the story of the freedom move-
ment. There is no explicit men-
tion of the RSS in this segment,
but whether or not its role will be
tucked into the NCERT's text
books under.Struggle for Swaraj
(1919-47) remains to be seen.

An NCERT source said.the
books are being written by reput-
ed historians. But the names are
being withheld as the authors
had set a precondition that their
identities will not be made public
till the books are out some time
in April.

“They don’t want to be
dragged into any sort of contro-
versy,” a senior NCERT offiefal
told Hindustan Times.
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he 62nd session of the Indian History

Congress ~ India’s premier body of

historians - was held in Bhopal from 28

to 30 December. It sent the message
loud and clear that the communalist onslaught
on history and talibanisation of education must
be checked at ai costs.

In its first resolution passed almost
-unanimously, the IHC condemned the recent
deletion of certain passages from the NCERT’s
history textbooks written by Rom#a Thapar,
Arjun Dev, Indira Arjun Dev, RS Sharma and

Satish Chandra. This was allegedly done atthe ...

behest of the Union human
development ministry.-

“The THC deplores the entire pro;ect of
deleting important facts from history -and
inserting imaginary or mythological ones in the
name of ‘religions values’,” stated the first
resolution. “The practice of bans and proscrip-
tions should be totally unacceptable in a free
country, and can only be promoted by those
who feel that open debate 1s not conducive to
their own views of the past.”

It underscored the point that India’s image is

"being tarnished by such actions. The IHC
slammed the Union HRD Minister Murli
Manohar Joshi for describing some top .
historians opposed to his mindset and ideology
as “intellectnal terrorists whose activities are
more dangerous than trans-border terrorism”
and proposing to get the textbooks approved by

- religious leaders.

The HRD ministry, according to the THC, is
clearly “encouraging a narrative of history
which is at best speculative and often invokes
mere belief and mythology rather than valid
historical evidence”.

A slew of the country’s leading hls_torlans -
including Prof Thapar, Prof Irfan Habib, Prof
Sharma, Prof Bipan Chandra, Prof Satish
Chandra and Prof Sumit Sarkar - have been up
in arms against the National Democratic
Alliance government’s alleged bid to subvert
history and communalise education.

They charge that the attempts fo.replace
mainstream history with the Hindutva version
would be disastrous for the discipline and the
students. Prof Habib has described these
attempts as “fascism and madness”.’

“History is not an arbltrary narrative where
myth can override facts,,” says Prof Thapar,
stressing that professional historiography
requires a scientific methodology based on
established historical evidence, critical inquiry
and rigorous analyses.

Prof Habib says the deletion of passages
from NCERT textbooks is an unprecedented
move. “Even the British did not stoop to the
levelof deleting portions from history books
thaf were critical of them during their regime”.

resource

/There are many
reasons why price
differences may
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At the Indian H1story
, - Congress
session in Bhopal, India’s top §
historians denounced the ~
.. attempts to replace
‘mainstream history with the
Hmdutva ‘versxon A

ire; :af the Constxtutwn.
MD SHAHID PERVEZ
- reports '

“The present BJ P government is hell-bent on
distorting history, fabricating established
historical evidence and creating a grossly one-
sided, biased version of history to suit its
Hindutva agenda”. The HRD ministry and its
subordinate organisations like the National
Council for Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) and the Indian Council of Historical
Research (ICHR) are scared of any scienfific
and rational study of history ~ both past and
contemporary.' So, they have gone on to
“invent” history, says Prof Habib. One reason
why the Sangh Parivar and the HRD ministry
are so preoccupied with inventing history,
according to Prof Habib, is because they want
to wipe out the historical facts that the RSS and

.the Hindu Mahasabha had not played any role

in the National Movement.

On the allegations levelled against Marxist
historians of monopolising history and perpe-
tuating the writing of history from their
exclusive perspective, Prof Habib says all

mainstream historians with secular credentials

are dubbed Marxists by communalists who
want to undermine the scientific and critical
study of the discipline.

“There could be different schools of thought
and their interpretations may also vary, but
there cannot be any dispute about hard facts
and valid historical evidence”. The IHC

/

persist even .
with a single ¢\
currency. The
number of areas %\\
where one would
expect the

euro to lead to price
convergence are few
and far between,
writes LEA &
PATERSON 4"

oining the euro would bring
prices down, declares the
website of Britain in Europe,
e pro-single currency group.
And the UK’s euro campaigners
are not alone in supposing that
monetary union will eliminate

price differences and so lead to a’

better deal for consumers all
round. If we have .a single
European market, and a single
European currency, then ought it
not to follow that goods and

Union Human Resource Development Minister Murli Manchar Joshi: Drawing flak.

resolution also opposed the NCERT’s new
national curriculum framework (NCF) for
school education with emphasis on “instruction
in religion” which is, it stated, ultra vires of the
Constitution and an attempt to promate
“biased, selective history”. It criticised the
NCERT for not only dispénsing with existing
history textbooks from next year but also
commissioning their rewriting by people whose
names it has refused to divulge.

The move, it noted, does not augur well for
the “quality and authenticity” of the new
textbooks. It urged ail non-CBSE educational
authorities in the country to reject the changes
in the curriculum and textbooks and adopt only
such changes required by the need for updating
them in a scientific and unbiased manner. Top
historians consider the NCERT’s new NCF and
its proposal to abolish history as a separate
subject up to the secondary stage “dlsturbmg
They are equally concerned with its emphasis
on “value education” and education about
religion, and its promotion of Sanskrit, Jyotish
and Vedic mathematics.

These designs, according to Prof RS Sharma,
is aimed at “destroying the secular character of
education”. Others describe * this move
allegedly masterminded by the Sangh Parivar
as a “pernicious exercise to promgfe
communalism, obscurantism, and regighal,

linguistic, and cultural chauvinism”.

Several noted historians have dismissed as
“preposterous” the claim made by Dr Joshi - in
defence of the deletion. of passages from the
textbooks - that “young, impressionable
children” should not be taught these
controversial things. They have also criticised
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s bid to
justify the changes in history syllabi. Prof
Sarkar asks: “Is it the function of history to
ignore all ‘unpleasant facts’ and become a
collection of moral fables or happy tales, its ,
contents dictated by ‘religious’ and/or
‘community’ leaders chosen by the Sangh
Parivar for its political games?”

The teachmg of history could surely not be
done as in RSS schools where it is taught as a
“catechism”, says Prof Thapar. It is imperative
for the advance of knowledge to deal with
“conventional, controversial, and sceptical
ideas” ina critical manner, says Prof Thapar.

Secular historians say communal ideology
always exploits history for its justification and
subjects it to “political abuse”. This explams
their obsession with history. ‘

“The communal interpretation of history
forms the core of communal ideology....Take
this away and little would be left of the
ideology,” says Prof Bipan Chandra. These
historians refer to the 1930’s and 1940’s when

e Tahbamsdffon of educa ion
be tolerated

Muslim communalists used history to validate
the two-nation theory. In its desperate efforts
to push the Hindutva agenda now, the Sangh
Parivar has been engaged in doctoring and
sanitising history, they allege.

They say the Sangh Parivar is engaged in
tampering with history - right from foisting its_|
unfounded *“pre-Harappa Saraswati valley
civilisation” theory, to the baseless Hindutva
version of the Aryans being indigenous
inhabitants of this land, to neatly slxcing Indian
history into “Hindu” and “Mushm periods
and projecting them as “two monolithic
communities in perennial conflict”, to deleting
the oppressive nature of the varna system,
down to misrepresenting and twisting the
historical events of the modern times.

None of these “fictional theories and wild
stereatypes”, according to them, are borne out
by historical facts and evidence from
archaeology and linguistics.

Prof Habib terms as “cutragecus and
absurd” the Union Home Minister, LK
Advani’s statement likening the Ayodhya
movement to Mahatma Gandhi’s “Dandi
March”. Significantly, in his address to the 61st
Kolkata session of the IHC, Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen had said history could easily
become “bunk” through “motivated manipu-
lation”.

He said: “This is especially so if the writing of
history is manoeuvred to suit a slanted agenda
in contemporary politics. There are organised
attempts in our country, at this time, to do just
that, with arbitrary augmentation of 2 narrowly
sectarian view of India’s past, along with under-
mining its magnifigently multi-religious and
heterodox history. Among other distortions,
there is also a systematlc confounding here of
mythology with history.”

He had also said: “The incursion of sectarian
orthodoxy in Indian history involves two
distinct problems ... 1/ narrow sectarianism,
and 2/ unreasoned orthodoxy The enterprise
of knowledge is threatened by both.”

‘Expressing his fears over the controversy of

rewriting our history, President KR Narayanan,
in his message to the 62nd THC session, said:
“Our ‘responsibility to facts’ ... must be
paramount, regardless of their being bitter or
sweet so that history is not abused for political
or ideological purposes.”

To drivé home his point, he also quoted a
“remarkable judgment” of Bombay High Court
in 1967, which said, “To rewrite history,

“according to the views which are popular or

which are necessary for bolstering nationalistic
egmsm or jingoism, is perversion of history”.

(The author is The Statesmaps Bhopal-based
Special Representative.)

v .
ber-state may vary from those in
another. First, costs of supply
(including taxes) may differ.
And, second, uncompetitive

British census énline

THE 1901 census, carried outa

few wesks after Queen Victoria's
daath, for England, Wales, - .

Channel Islands and the Iste of -
Man was put online by the UK's

Public.Records Office on 1
January. Www.oensus.pro.goviuk
contains detalls of 32 million
individuals, Including Charles -
Chapiin, Ciaude Monet and the -
Queen mother. British officials

“ expectad the effort would attract
millions of visitors as access o.its
search options is free. They
underestimated the inferast i
generated. Millions tried to log on

"o the site in its first three hours

fiterally shutting out the site which
oouldnottakatheovedoadstram
The 1801 census took plece

the reign:of Edward VIi. Today,
same area has a population.of
about 53 million, In time, all their
-cansuses right from the first one
in 1841 will go onfine. At present,
more servers are added to the
site and 1t is operational, Visitors
are requested to be patient to find
out their family trees, as the site is
stil siow. Project manager Alison
Wabster said, “The.census. =

avallable on the Intemet means

" anyone can access information on
heir ancestors, the history of their

houss anid their local areal’The .. -

site 1s worth visiting fo understand- .
that this eibmsastaswand
mmSNslasmWnsus

Endangered golilla 0
The Westem Lowland Gorilias,
“native of western Africa, are 8
highly endangered specles and

EngiandsBﬁstolZomstrymgto ‘

ﬂfrome)éﬁncﬁonby
assambla reeding
mhm%amm%ghw
a are.are
gg%igoanimaisleﬂinm wid and

B htm/mmwzoaorgmu |

the most colourful 200
shtes. For a desper insight into &
animels, including the gorillas, the
placa to visit Is www.cam.

* comvcanyScenca/

Anhwals/i.'oas"

where onis can watch.ive
Weboastofammalsfromvaﬂous
2008, WWw.panca.ony tho

plight of the gorillas me World -
Wide Fund for Nature's efforts to
anagﬁsw remein alive. :

Dotcom’s dlsaster raport

FIVE hundred US internet
companies shut down-or were
declared bankrupt last year, more
than doubling the dotcom

Euro will have llttllmpact on prices

services within the eurozone will
be soid at a single price?

In short, no, and a rash of
recent surveys out of the
eurozone illustrates just how
.different prices can be on the
Continent. It is more expensive
to rustle up a typical [talian meal
in Germany than in Spain, for
examplé, with customers in .
Frankfurt paying about’ 60 per
cent mdbre for a packet of
spaghetti than those in Madrid.

And if you were tempted by a
McDonald’s Big Mac in Helsinki,
you would be faced with a bill of
euros 450 (£2.81), surveys
suggest — twice as much as the
euros 2,11 charged in Greece.

Many claim these price differ-
ences are only temporary, and
that the advent of euro notes and
coins will lead to an elimination
of many such discrepancies in the
coming months. Once consumers
are able to see in black and white
just how much costs vary bet-
ween member-states, the pre-
sumption is that companies will
be forced to bring their often
widely differing prices into line.

Then Company A may find it
profitable to charge a higher
price in relatively well-off Ger-
many than it does in the less
affluent market of Spain.

The impact of euro cash on
uncompetitive price disparities
such as these is likely to be rather
less than is commonly supposed.
In the pre-euro cash world, our
monopolist Company A would
only be able to charge different
prices in Germany and Spain if
barriers to entry (for example,
regulatory. requirements) pre-
vented rival suppliers from en-
tering these markets and sup-
plymg spaghetti at a cheaper
price. Post-euro, these hypotheti-
cal barriers to entry in the
spaghetti market would still
remgin, and the price disparities
would persist.

Economic principles tell us
that there are only two sets of
| reasons why prices in one mem-

market structures may allow
companies to charge customers
in different locations different
prices for an identical good or
service. The introduction of euro
cash will have no impact on the
former, and only a limited
indirect impact on the latter —
that is, if enhanced price trans-
parency pushes member-state
governments into improving the
efficiency of their markets.

It would be wrong to assert
that the cash changeover will
have no impact on price con-
vergence whatsoever. But the
scope of this pft-cited benefit of
euro entry is grossly overstated.
Euro notes and coins may -
hammer home just how great :
price disparities can be within
Europe, but the ability of the
cash introduction to narrow this
gulf is severely limited.

process has left 'n

companies folded up in 2001
when compared to 225 the
prevlous year bnngmg the totat to

W, comhasa
raport from Rs analyats that ma‘ -
theshutdowns peaked
October, 2000, and June, 2001,
The nine months apcounted for -
three- quarters of all shutdowns,
The report says the Darwinian
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A package of old coins of 12 European nations at a Beijing market on 28 December. The euro will be officially

introduced in the 12 nations on New Year, —

Superficially, this argument
seems persuasive. But, in prac-
tice, economic principles suggest
the euro’s impact on price
disparities is likely to be rela-
tively small. There are plenty of
reasons why price differences
may persist even with a single
currency. Indeed, the number of
areas where one would expect
the euro to lead to price conver-
gence are relatively few and far
between.

The prevalence of price differ-
entials under one currency is
nothing. new. As someone
brought up in the north of
England, but living in London, it
is hard not to be aware of the

" wide differences in price that
.‘often exist within the borders of
the UK.
© A trip to a barber’s shop in
« south-east London, for example,
“costs twice as much as back in
Lancashire. And in my home
: town of Wigan, locally manufac-
« tured Uncle Joe’s Mint Balls (a
 traditional children’s candy) cost
1a fraction of the price of the
1 same sweets sold in a capital
1 delicatessen.
i Why do these differences

exist? Tempting as it may be to
blame price disparities on un-
scrupulous London merchants,
the truth is that there are good

'competitive reasons why prices

in the capital may be higher than
those elsewhere. The relative
scarcity of land in the capital
means that shop rents are more
expensive, while higher costs of

living more generally (housing,

transport and so on) mean that a
London-based employer needs
to be prepared to hand over
relatively high salaries if he is to
attract  suitably  qualified
members of staff.

These two factors alone —
higher shop rents and higher
labour costs — explain away many
of the price differences between
the north and south. Differences
in distribution costs are another
important factor. So even if my
local Greenwich delicatessen we-
re supplying Wigan-made Uncle
Joe’s Mint Balls at the cheapest
price it could, it would still have
to transport the sweets down
from the north. This is a cost that
Lancashire-based retailers would
not have to bear, a factor that
naturally would be reflected in

AP/PTI

the sweets’ retail price.

. The impact of differing supply
costs is highly relevant to the
debate over price convergence in
the eurozone. I am no expert on
Big Mac supply logistics, but it
seems perfectly plausible that it
is more costly for McDonald’s to
deliver to Helsinki than it is to
Athens, and that the costs of
operating in Finland (property,
heating, lighting, labour costs)
are higher than in Greece. As
long as supply costs differ bet-
ween member-states - be they
labour costs, value added taxes,
or distribution costs — prices will
differ, single currency or no
single currency.

Cost-related reasons are not
the only reason why prices may
vary within a single currency
zone. There are also a host of
uncompetitive reasons why
prices may be higher in on¢
member-state than another.
Suppose, for example, that Com-
pany A is the sole supplier of
spaghetti in both Spain and
Germany and that customs regu-
lations prevent consumers in
both countries importing or ex-
porting spaghetti from abroad.
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Tenth Plan to focus on improving
ageess to secondary schools

NEW DELHI, APRIL 16. With the Centre hopeful of
universalising elementary education within a
! decade through the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and
anticipating a consequent surge in demand for
secondary education, the Human Resource De-
velopment (HRD) Ministry has asked for four
times the allocation of the Ninth Plan for this
segment in the Tenth Plan.

As per the plan projections for secondary edu-
cation in the Tenth Five Year Plan, Rs. 10,205.02
crores would be required to provide quality edu-

' cation to students entering the secondary fold in
the coming years. This is a four-fold increase over
the total expenditure of Rs. 2,400.82 crores in-
curred on secondary education in the Ninth Plan.

At present, two-thirds of the population in the
age group eligible for secondary education is out
of school. Given that the low attendance ratio and
! the high drop-out rate at the secondary level has
| been attributed to the lack of schooling facilities
within a walkable distance, the thrust of the
{ Tenth Plan proposals for this segment is on im-
proving access.

According to statistics available with the Minis-
try, 15 per cent of the total habitations — cov-
ering 46 per cent of the rural population — is not
covered by secondary education within a radius
of 8 km. And, only 5.04 per cent of habitations
with less than 18 per cent of the population has
secondary schools within reach.

To facilitate access, a strategy that has been
i suggested by the Ministry pertains to using the

guidelines given in the Unnikrishnan judgment
on professional colleges, to put in place ¥ regu-

|
} \}9 By Our Special Correspondent \oj\ ‘l
|

latory framework where at least 30 per cent of
seats shall be available to the disadvantaged
groups from the school neighbourhood/local
community. Other strategies that are being con-
sidered for broadbasing the secondary education
network have been billed as the “patronage
framework” and the “funding framework”.

Under the “patronage framework,” the pro-
posal is to have the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangath-
an (KVS) establish schools in partnership with
voluntary agencies. “These schools, while re-
maining under the KVS umbrella may have pri-
vate management representing parents and
other stakeholders. Thirty per cent of admission
into the schools may be given to the neighbour-
hood’s economically weak students either with
governmental support or through cross subsidi-
sation.”

The “funding framework,” as per the HRD pa-
per on “Strategies for secondary education in the
Tenth Plan,” envisages a scheme where the Gov-
ernment will provide a one-time grant or seed
money to encourage reputed school systems to
start schools with the mandatory reservation of
30 per cent of seats for the disadvantaged stu-
dents from the neighbourhood.

Apart from seeking a higher allocation for sec-
ondary education, the Ministry has also decided
to tap international funding agencies such as the
World Bank and the Asian Development Bank.
With the World Bank, the Ministry has already
initiated a dialogue and has been informed that it
would be interested in funding secondary educa-
tion provided . comppfehensive strategy was
evolved. i ‘
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“SC rejects NCERT’s pléa/ to

mgdify orders
Wi

By J. Venkatesan \"f‘\A'
NEW DELHI, APRIL 12. The Supreme Court tdday

rejected the plea of the National Council for
Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
to permit it to bring out new textbooks on
Social Sciences, History and Hindi by modify-
ing the court’s earlier orders.

A Bench, comprising S.P. Bharucha, S.V.
Patil and H.M. Sema, did not agree to the
suggestion of the Solicitor General, Harish
Salve, appearing for the NCERT and the Cen-
tre, that some of the textbooks, which had
not been permitted, could be released if inde-
pendent persons scrutinised them.

He also submitted that in the perception of
the Government there was nothing objection-
able whatsoever in any of the textbooks. He
suggested that the petitioners could place
their objections before independent person
— like Sawant (retired judge of the Supreme
Court) and the NCERT would as an interim
measure, agree to delete any portion which
Mr. Justice Sawant found objectionable. He
also pointed out that there was no textbook
on religion as submitted by the petitioners.

Mr. Salve further said that apart from large
number of schools in India, there were many
schools abroad which were affiliated to the
CBSE and the ban on publication of books
under the syllabus was affecting them much
to the benefit of the private publishers who
were wooing them to take books from them.

However, the Chief Justice said, “let me be
very clear about it. The situation is entirely
your creation.”

When another senior counsel for NCERT,
M.N. Krishnamani, intervened to say that the
portions in the History books were deleted
only on court orders, he said “no, there is
something more to it”.

Senior counsel for the petitioners, F.S. Na-
riman brought to the notice of the court a
circular issued by the CBSE which said that
the present textbooks would continue for the
academic year 2002-2003, but the textbooks
were not made available to the students.

on curriculum

Senior advocate,’ P.P. Ratb, appearing for
the CBSE, said if the cheap books published
by the CBSE were not allowed to be released,
the private publishers would make money by
selling them at a higher price.

The Bench said “we are not going to permit
the release of books under the new syllabus.
The order passed on March 1 read with
March 22 shall operate pending final disposal
of the petition”. The Bench said that the par-
ties would be at liberty to mention the matter
in July (after the summer vacation) before the
First Court and seek an early date of hearing.

Passing interim orders on a public interest
petition by Aruna Roy and two others, a
three-judge Bench had on March 1 stayed the
implementation of the new ‘curriculum’ from
April 1. However, on March 22, the Bench
modified the order and restricted the stay
only in respect of textbooks relating to Social
Sciences, including History and Hindi.

In its application for modifying the March
22 order, the NCERT submitted that the alle-
gations of deletions from the History text-
books were totally misconceived as
altogether a new set of textbooks had been
written a set of authors and historians and
based on the revised syllabus. No subject or
aspect of the Indian society had been ignored
or left out in these textbooks as alleged by the
petitioners.

The NCERT further submitted that the ear-
lier textbooks contained misrepresentations
and facts had not only been presented selec-
tively but also in a slanting manner which
had created resentment and anger in certain
sections of the society. Similar was the posi-
tion in respect of Hindi textbooks and in re-
spect of ‘religion’, the NCERT made it clear
that there was no such subject at all for the
schools.

Grave and irreparable prejudice and hard-
ship would be caused to the NCERT, the
CBSE and other respondents if the interim
orders of March 1 and 22 were not modified,

the application said 4nd sought a direction to
this effect.



\ “SIom

-ouIel] WINNILUND 3y} jo satdod
Juas uadaq A[uo 3aey Iaye] ayl
USAD SB SILIIUNCD X330 JO SId}
-SIUTA] UOTIRINPT pUe SIS)SIUIN
uonednpy aleig syl Ppim pey
sey ILHADN 93U} ,Uoneynsuod,
JO [9A9] 9Y} Ul JDULIPIP ou
SI 919U "ISUUBWI [EULI0) AUR UT
Pa}MsSUOd 10U 3I13M SIIBIS Y],
‘wnmound Yyl dn  Summerp
pym  aunpaodoid  paysiiqel
-3 3y} paioudr pey THHON 2y}
‘enoyey "IN 01 Suipiodoy
ssaoo1d Aem
-0M] ® 3( 0] SBY YOTM UOTIBINS
-uod Jou st Jeys g ‘Adod e aw
puss pIp A3y, ‘paynsuod 3uraq
1949 INOIIM IST 9Y} Ul papnp
-Ul Ud3q pey ay pres — uayel
-I3pUn UOISIAdI WIN[NOLIIND 1SB]
oY) pue pasieuy sem FdN oYl
w1} asoym Juunp — enoyen
"Td ‘I08Ilg  [YADN ouw
-10] 3ay) ', uone)nsuod, JO SS3
-o01d amua ayy Juruonsan)
.. wiay) wolj pieay
1 SB[ 9yl SEM jeyl pue ‘suon

UOI}B}NSU0D JBA
N

P

-1puoo Awi Y1103 1nd [ "o3e s1eak
Jo ojdnoo e sem jeyl, ‘A30[010
-0S U0 }00QIiXd) B 311IM 0] Wiy
poyse pey IMADN &y ‘exdnd
1] 01 8urp1020y WY 01 JU3S
sem Adoo ou 1BY) Urelad Apng
-osge sem eidng "1 ,.ow 3ug
-[Tey aq pnod Atowawr Aur, pres
pue 1quop 9yl jo 1yausq oyl
JTHADN a3 oAe3 fey 1 a[IUM
i ‘e1dno
myuediq s.NN[ pue {ey ‘N
“JSTUIOU03 JUIUTWS JY) 318 (Pd
-J[NSUCD U23q JABY O} Pawaap
a1e Inq) gSIDON 3y jo Adoo e 3un
-AT9231 JO I2AJ0S1BUM UONDI[[0
-3 OU 2ABY OYMm 3soyl uowry
‘WI3) 9yl JO Isuas [ear oyl
ur paymsuod 10 satdod Juas usaq
10U 9ARY A3 eI} ISISUI oym
S[ENPIAIPUT PAISI] [BI2A3S I JO
aaneiuasardor 1snl are Aayg
"11n0)) aswaidng
ay) ul SJUSWIAIRIS IB[IUIIS PalY
aaey ‘uswrwroQ by 1 1st8o1o100s
JjuouIUIo A puR ‘AieIRSEYIIR]
BYQIA ‘USWOA, TPJ UOISSTIIWO))
[euonenN wz«w uosiadireyn

\

_

' MO

owio} oy ‘uehAedsiep eqd
-BY ‘S1Iy 9Y) 10} 311U [RUOHEBN
Iypuen eIpuj] ay: Jo l1owsig
J[ISPBIY I12WIIO} Yl ‘UOUSIN
'O ‘I9ISIUIA UOTUf) J2WIO0)
a1 Buipnour SI9YI0 UIAIS 1Sed|
1y "auo[e 10U ST aYS ‘PUY ‘1IN0
awardng oyl ul 1030 SIY
0] JUSWISILIS B Pa[y Sel] 1013q()
'Joid ‘UOIIBIDOSSE OU peY sey
3YS YoTym (1M HIOMIWIRI] WIn]
-NOUIND 3y} 03 payoene Jureq
swreu Iay 3uipuy 1940 1asdfy
PIom oy
JO 9SUS [BAI A} UT ,JUBYNSUOD,
B 9UI 9peUl S[) Isifear } upmp
I, ‘Pres ays 1nq ‘LYION oW e
L Uolsiaal uminoiand | Suipesay
ay) Iapun 2INIIJ B POISAIPP
pue dousjiom e papuspe pey
10134 1) ‘JOId DPOMIUIRI} WNMD
-[LIND 3} U0 1GSNOos J9A3 SMIIA
I3 JIdM ION “I3Y O) JUIS ISAd
sem SNQeRJAS 10 JIOMOUIRI) Wn]
-NOMIIND OU ‘IMOID) JTWIOUO0I]
JO 31MIusUI Y} JO 1019q[) BIOM]
-ed JO Y1) SYI] ‘S9seD JWI0S U]
~juauidoiaaap [ruo

A,
njn

— _—

-e2nps Suimalaal ut afol [ejoard
e Aeid fim, — aouslisixa Aiaa
SII SMEIP UWIMMILLIND MAUu 3y}
yorgm woyy — ‘961 ‘(AdN) uoh
-eonpy uo Aorjod [BUOURN aU}
01 3urp102o® ‘GqyD) 9yl ‘uoned
-NPa Jo pRY aY} UT JUIUIUIIACH
3y jo Apoq A1osape AJuo yg,
(3dvyD) uoned
-npy jo pieog A10SApy [R1U)

Ayl Ul PIImSUl UISTURYIIW
9AIIE}NSUOD  P3YsHqeiss oyl
01 aAneulde ue se padeinuiod
pue , UONE}NSUOd, SB Dol
9q UBJI SJUIWWOD 10} 3sanb
-91 B pPUB UONNGIISIP ISTAYM
s1 Supfse a1 WY} JO Jsow
Jey} Ucnsanb ayy g sy o} Ul
paweu suosiad jo spaipuny oy}
01 Juas a1am satdod yqnop oN
wn|
-NOLIIND MAU s11 3uisijfeuy afiym
LYFON jo Suiuoyosr ay) ur  pa
-}[NSU0D,, U993 JABY 0} PIaWaP
st — ‘pepnpul  sisteuano|
— JSADN 2yt jo Adoo e juas
ud9q SBY OUym IJUOAUE ‘104

. .paymsuos *suosiad jo

1ST[ SAISNOUL,, §1] Ul PaWeu 950y}
Jo Te12ads Aq paduajeyo Bureq
SI ,SUONBINSUOD 3I0joQ-IdAd
-Ueyl-19pIm, Jo wiep s, LHHON
‘Jouueds [epipn{ 8yl I9p
-un 1y8noiq uaaq aaey ssadord
gunjeip s pue (ISION) Uon
-ponpg [00YDS 10j JIOMOWwIer
wnmoLuny)  [euoneN 9yl
Jel MON ‘TT T¥dV ‘IH13G M3IN

M kr@\@ enysof ejuy Ag

O 1430N



‘SC permits NCERT to publish

NEW DELHI, March 22. — The Supreme Court
today allowed the National Council for Educa-
tional Research and Training to publish and sell all

.books for secondary education except those relat-
ing to history, religion and Hindi, which were al-
legedly changed in a bid to “saffronise” the educa-
tion system.

A Bench comprising Chief Justice Mr SP Bhar-
ucha, Mr Justice SN Phukan and Mr Justice SV
Patil accepted the plea of solicitor-general Mr
Harish Salve that NCERT be permitted to publish
books on non-controversial subjects. The 1 March
court order had put a blanket ban on introduction
of the new National Curriculum Framework for
Secondary Education (NCFSE). Acting on a PIL
filed by Ms Aruna Roy and some others, the court
had stayed the implementation of the controver-
sial NCFSE books termed by many educationists
as an attempt to saffronise school syllabi.

Appearing for the Centre, Mr Salve submitted
that students would be placed in a disadvanta-
geous position if the new curriculum was not al-
lowed to be implemented. He said though the
Centre did not agree with the allegations made in

non-coq;roybersialy oks

the petition, it would requett the court to allow
publication of books on sibjects like Physics,
Mathematics and Science.

The modification of the 1 Magch came on two ap-
plications filed by the Centre anyl the NCERT seek-
ing vacation of the stay while defying allegations of
attempts to “saffronise” the syllabi.The Bench fixed
12 April for further hearing on the matter.

Appearing for the NCERT, senior advocate Mr
KK Venugopal said out of the 34 lakh text books to
be printed under the new curriculum, 25 lakh books
have already been printed at a cost of Rs 4.5 crore.
He said there were 100 other publishers and if they
were also not restrained, their books would reach
the market causing confusion among students.

Mr Venugopal said from 1 April students would
start buying books for the new session. He sought
lifting of the stay on printing of NCERT books. He
suggested that the Court could give the option to the
CBSE to either accept or reject the new curriculum.

The petitioners had alleged that an important
decision to change school syllabi was taken without
consulting the Central Advisory Board on Educa-
tion which is the apex body on education policy.

Refuting this, both the Centre and NCERT said

CABE had become defupét since 1994 and was
never reconstituted.

TME STATESMA>
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~SC stays implementation of

NCERT’

)

' By Our Legal Corregﬁondent

Supreme Court today stay
| the implementation of the|
‘National Curriculum
Framework for School
, Education 2000’, formulate
by the National Council fo
; Educational Research and
. Training (NCERT) and duly
i approved by the Centre.
A three-Judge Bench
. comprising the Chief Justice,
S.P. Bharucha, Justice
Shivaraj V. Patil and Justice
B.P. Singh granted the
interim stay on a public
interest petition filed by
social activist, Aruna Roy,
columnist B.G. Verghese and
sociologist, Meena
Radhakrishna Tyabji,
challenging the new
curriculum.

The Bench also issued
notice to the Union Human
Resources Development
Ministry, the Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE), the NCERT and the
National Human Rights
| Commission returnable in
two weeks.

The Bench said “there
shall be a direction to the
. HRD Ministry, the CBSE and
- the NCERT not to further
implement the new

NEW DELHI, MARCH 1. The ) / ?

curriculum without
consultation with the Central
Advisory Board of
Education” (CABE).

When the Additional
Solicitor, Mukul Rohtagi,
appearing for the Centre
requested the court not to
pass any interim order and
that he would come back
with the response of the
Union Government, the
Bench asked whether he
could give an undertaking
that till the Centre
responded, there would be
no implementation of the
new curriculum.

On behalf of the NCERT,
senior counsel, M.N.
Krishnamani, submitted that
after 1992, the Government
had not re-constituted the
CABE.

However, a parliamentary
committee submitted a
comprehensive report on
value-based education in
1999 and the revised
curriculum was strictly in
conformity with this report,
he said. Even as both
counsel sought time to get
instructions, the Bench
passed the interim order.

Arguing for the
petitioners, senior advocate,
Fali S. Nariman, said the
Government had changed

s revised, gurrculum

the entire education policy
without even consulting the
CABE, which comprised of
experts and State Education
Ministers.

He submitted that the
CABE was not consulted
though the National Policy |
on Education had specifically
stated that it ought to be
consulted.

The petitioners submitted
that the respondents had
deleted certain portions of
textbooks relating to beef
eating, cow slaughter on
grounds of religion and
sought to introduce Vedic
mathematics and Sanskrit as
a compulsory subject.

They argued that such
distortions in the textbooks
would amount to religious
propaganda, which would
result in stultifying growth,
development and the spirit
of critical inquiry of
children.

The petitioners sought a
direction to strike down the
revised curriculum; to hold
that the deletions made in
the textbooks were
unreasonable and arbitrary
and to direct the
respondents to revise the
syllabus in consultation with
experts in a transparent

manner. /
-
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“SC hearing against
NCERT adj
 iourmes

TP

By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 22. The Supreme
Court today adjourned to
March 1 further hearing of a
public interest writ petition
challenging the ‘National Curri-
culum Framework for School
Education 2000, formulated by
the National Council for Educa-
tional Research and Training
(NCERT) and duly approved by
the Centre.

A three-Judge Bench, com-
prising the Chief Justice, S.P.
Bharucha, Justice Shivaraj V.
Patil, and Justice B.P. Singh,
asked the petitioners, Aruna
Roy, social activist, B.G. Vergh-
ese, columnist, and Meena Rad-
hakrishna Tyabiji, sociologist, to
amend their petition so as to
“pinpoint what they are object-
ing to and why”".

Adjourning the hearing to
March 1, the Bench observed

. that the petition be amended
| properly so that “it looks like a
writ petition and not an essay’’.
Arguing for the petitioners,
. the senior advocate, Fali S. Na-
| iman, said the Government
| had changed the entire educa-
tion policy without consulting
the Central Advisory Board of
Education, comprising mainly
of State Education Ministers.
He submitted that after edu-
cation had been put in the Con-
current List of the Constitution,
whenever there had been any
| changes proposed in the educa-

tion policy, Jthe Government
had always| consulted the
Board. EC ;, :

The petitibners ‘submitted
that the textbooks being revised
in conformity with the revised
curriculum framework would
not reflect the secular, demo-
cratic and pluralistic nature of
the society and would prejudice
the minds of young, innocent
and impressionable children.

The revision in syllabi would
result in deletions of various
portions of the existing text-
books which threw light on the
multicultural background of In-
dia. The revision had been car-
ried out with an intent to
present a lopsided view of the
history and culture of India, far
removed from reality, to further
the ideology of a particular sec-
tion of the society. It was com-
pletely arbitrary and a wide
cross-section of academics,
thinkers and intellectuals had
expressed grave misgivings and
serious apprehensions -about
the impact of such revision.

The petitioners sought a di-
rection to strike down the re-
vised curriculum; to hold that
the deletions made in the text-
books were unreasonable and
arbitrary and to direct the re-
spondents to revise the syllabus
in consultation with experts in a
transparent manner and to
continue the existing textbooks
till the completion of the
exercice



j/ ICHR move to

. review manuscripts
criticised

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. Two renowned
scholars and historians — K.N.
Panikkar and Sumit Sarkar — to-
day denounced- the Indian
Council for Historical Re-
search’s (ICHR) step to review
their manuscripts on ‘Towards

Freedom” for the years 1940 and
1946. A t@b‘“é (

Speaking to presspersons
here, the two historians, who as
a part of the ICHR's project —
“Towards Freedom” — wrote
the manuscripts and in 1995
subrmitted it to the project’s gen-
eral editor, S. Gopal, for review,

tice through newspaper reports
that a three-member committee
had been formed to review their

olation of their special rights as
authors, the two scholars said,
“No alterations by way of d¢le-
tion or incorporation or any dth-
er change suggested by the
committee were totally unac-
ceptable to them.”

ICHR’s “mysterious step”’, Prof.
Sarkar and Prof. Panikkar, who
have also forwarded a protest
‘ letter to the ICHR, said they had
| been earlier informed. that the
! manuscripts had been sent to
. the Oxford University Press for
! publication. “We are surprised
! that the ICHR has not published
| the volumes even after seven
! years of its submission.”
Alleging that the reviewing of
the manuscripts was against the
t understanding reached between
them and the ICHR when they
had undertaken the assignment,
the historians said, ‘“The ICHR
has kept us in the dark about the
steps they have been taking . We
were neither informed nor con-
sulted when the ICHR withdrew

said it had to come to their no- |

manuscripts. @ Cg
Stating that this SISL wa 2/

\
Expressing dismay over the

the manuscripts from the Ox-
ford University Press.” /



ye Curriculum War

G owmg Threat to Quality Education
(fb‘}; W/ \zy KRISHNA KUMAR

HE news that the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has issued a notice to the
NCERT coincides with the release
of NCERT’s long-awaited new
syllabi for different stages of school
 education. It is ironical that a
public body responsible for
improving education faces the
charge of jeopardising the human
rights of India’s children.

The petition placed before
the NHRC questions the social
philosophy of the national curricu-
lum framework published earlier.
It also questions the NCERT’s
decision to revise its own history
texts by deleting certain portions.
The NCERT has been saying that
leaders of religious and caste
communities should be consulted
for preparation of history texts,and
that historical facts which might
hurt community sentiments should
be dropped. The petition admitted
by the NHRC alleges that this
modus operandi clashes with the
idea of democracy on which the
constitution is based.

In the notice it has served to the
NCERT and the HRD ministry,
the human rights commission uses
the premise that education is a
universally acknowledged human
right which the constitution now
treats as a fundamental right.
Education contributes to democra-
cy, the notice argues, by exposing
children to different points of view
and by imparting to them the
intellectual means to make
informed choices. Having defined
the role of education in this way,
the NHRC’s notice proceeds to ar-
gue that the idea of education as a
human right entails the responsibil-
ity to direct education towards the
aims that make it an experience
worthy of being called a human
right. Thus, the allegation that
the NCERT’s new curriculum
policies may distort children’s
perspective and thereby affect
their intellectual development in
an adverse manner falls within the
NHRC’s purview of inquiry.

This may sound strange, but the
NHRC’s notice opens up an
inquiry that has never been
formally done in the history of our
education system. For a long time
after Independence, the aims and
substance of education were taken
for granted, and the need to debate
them did not arise. Perhaps the
memory of the freedom struggle
and the moral authority of Gandhi
and Nehru were enough to orient
every sphere of state policy. Institu-
tions like the NCERT were set up
in that ethos of tacit consensus and

fal . For a while its activities car-
ried the imprint of that ethos, but as
time, went by, both that imprint and
the 'professional calibre of the
NCERT’s work started to fade.

Over this last decade, many
national institutions of the Nehru
era have shown evidence of
professional and moral breakdown
in the face of ruthless politicisation.
The collapse of academic culture
and the spread of corruption into
every aspect of institutional life are
the inevitable consequences of
unrelenting politicisation. When
this happens, ideas and reasoning
are banished; a new culture of
patronage and crookedness takes
over. Education ceases to be a
remedy for social evils.

The recent months have given
plenty of evidence to suggest that
curriculum planning in India now
poses the biggest organised threat
to children’s mental health. The
discussions held on the national
curriculum framework and the

IN BRIEF ——

* NHRC's notice to NCERT will
open up an inquiry into the
very aims and substance
of education

¢ There should have been a
wider consensus before framing
the new syllabi

¢ Knowledge that would make
the child aware of India’s
commitment to liberalism
appears to have been
marginalised

controversy over history texts show
that there is no room left now for
policy to proceed in a rational way.
Neither the HRD ministry, nor the
NCERT are ready to work within
the norms of democratic, account-
able functioning. Both by statute
and by convention, the ministry
was obliged to call a meeting of the
Central Advisory Board of Educa-
tion (CABE) to ratify the ‘national
curriculum framework’. No docu-
ment can legitimately be called
‘national” without such ratification;
yet, the NCERT has gone ahead
without it to prepare and distribute
the new syllabi, and it now says that
fresh textbooks are under prepara-
tion. Forget about the speed of this
operation (which other country
gives two months to publishers for
bringing out new texts?); the deter-
mined disregard for laid-down
procedure and norms is worrying.
To those who have given up
these debates in despair, the
NHRC’s notice might bring some

relief. That there is scope for a
statutory inquiry into the charge
that the NCERT and the HRD
ministry pose a threat to our chil-
dren’s human rights creates an un-
precedented situation. It demands
that the NCERT be restrained
from disseminating the new syllabi
and the preparation of new text-
books. The case against it must be
heard and disposed of first. Mean-
while, a review panel should be ap-
pointed to look at the new syllabi.
Given the erosion of profession-
al standards in the NCERT, the
quality of the new syllabi should
cause no surprise. There is no sign
of a psychological or epistemic
principle to link the different stages
of school learning. In the syllabus
of every subject, you find evidence
of mindless tinkering with the
existing choice and ordering of
topics. Social studies are the worst
case where ideology takes strident
precedence over concern for the
child’s growth as an organising
principle. Behind the mask of
value-education and nation-build-
ing, the NCERT marginalises every
item of knowledge that might
make children aware of India‘s
commitment to liberal, democratic
values. Of course, there is no dearth
of lip-service to the constitution,
but the content proposed for teach-
ing leaves us in no doubt that the
NCERT either does not under-
stand or it does not agree with the
basic premises of the constitution.
Most ironical of all is the
NCERT’s claim that these syllabi
will lighten the child’s burden. The
obvious reference is to the Yashpal
committee’s report about which I
know a little because I was a mem-
ber of that group. Our report said
that the problem of curricular
burden arises from poor organisa-
tion of syllabi and incomprehensi-
bility of textbooks. The new syllabi
give every reason to apprehend
that the burden our children face is
going to increase further. In place
of psychological or epistemic
grounds for selection of topics, the
new syllabi use ideology as an
overarching principle. Plenty of
jargon has been used to conceal
this, but even in this the NCERT
shows little skill. Imagine this
heading in Unit 1 for Class X social
studies: “Towards the New World:
Development of Fascism and
Nazism’. The sub-unit proceeds to
include nationalist movements in
Asia and Africa, and World War 11,
but it is hard to come to terms with
the fact that the NCERT believes
fascism to be a prime force of

change in the 20th century.

—~——— -
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Amartya Warns against
politicising school texts

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 4

THERE IS a danger of some
political groups manipulating
the educational content and cur-
riculum in schools for subversive
purposes, which will harm
human security, said Nobel lau-
reate Amartya Sen here today.

Sen was speaking after the
completion of a two-day work-
shop on “Education, Equity and
Human Security” held in the city.
The workshop was jointly organ-
ised by Unicef, Pratichi Trust
Harvard University and the Com-
mission on Human Security.

The commission, an indepen-
dent body set up by Unicef is
examining the relationship
between human security and
education. It will begin a study in
South Asia on the subject soon.

Sen, who co-chairs the Com-
mission with Sadako Ogata, for-
mer UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, said he “couldn’t agree
with the Hindutva forces on their
stress on religious education and
changing the curriculum”.

The Commission’s press
release has voiced Sen’s appre-
hensions. “The content of the
education matters. Openness of
the curriculum and a secular and
inclusive approach that culti-
vates reasoning and scrutiny can
be central to the role of educa-
tion to promoting human securi-
ty,” it states.

The belief that only religion is
the route to self-realisation
negates India’s agnostic tradi-
tion. “For many, religion is not
the driving force. The Hindutva
forces present a narrow view of
Indian culture. This will lead to
misunderstandings. We need to
protect secularism as enshrined
in the Constitution,” Sen said.

Sen said free primary educa-
tion was no longer free. “A sur-
vey by Pratichi Trust suggests
that quality of elementary edu-
cation has declined. While the
rich repair their children'’s edu-
cation by spending on private
tuitions, the poor suffer.”

He advocated reducing the
incentive that rich students get

in primary schools. “There is
need to give voice to parents from
disadvantaged sections, stich as
Dalits. A participatory education
model needs to established with
stress on increased parent-
teacher interaction.”

The Commission will deal
with insecurity generated from
lack of elementary education. As
a first step towards this, nearly
two-dozen economists and policy
planners collected in the city to
develop strategies for the study.

“Illiteracy is linked with eco-
nomic deprivation in an age of
knowledge-based economies. The
uneducated are ignorant of their
rights, particularly illiterate

women,” the Commissions’ press

release stated.

Education can empower
women by increasing their voice
in family decisicns, which in
turn reduces child mortality and
fertility rates and improves over-
all family health.

ASHOK NATH DEY/HINDUSTAN TIMES
Amartya Sen speaks at a workshop on education in the city on Friday.

Sen said India needed to
increase expenditure on educa-
tion from 3.8 per cent of the GDP
to six per cent. The Commaission
welcomed the recent Supreme
Court ruling asking schools to
give mid-day meals to students.

“India has more undernour-
ished people than even Sub-Saha-
ran Africa. This move will
address that to an extent,” he said.

Human security is as impor-
tant as national security or secu-
rity from terrorism. “Nearly
3,500 people were Kkilled in the
September 11 attacks. More than
that number died of AIDS and
malaria on that day,” said Sen.

The members of the Commis-
sion spoke to representatives of
Bangladesh. State Finance Min-
ister Asim Dasgupta participated
in the discussion.

The Commission will make
specific suggestions for improv-
ing education in the State in 2003

after the survey.
A
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- History and community sentiment
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S THE decision of the NCERT to re-

move sections it deems objectionable

justified? Can a particular section of a

school textbook be deleted on the sole
ground that it hurts the sentiment of any
community?

To answer this, I identify at least three
assumptions that underlie this decision.
First, that the communal identity of per-
sons is the only one they have. Second,
that sentiments are naturally given, unal-
terable and cannot be morally evaluated.
Third, that respecting a person or commu-
nity always implies overlooking defects,
refraining from being critical. Since each
of these assumptions can be challenged,
the decision of the NCERT is unwarranted.

British colonial writing never conceived
India as a nation but instead saw it as an
adhoc conglomeration of several discrete
communities. In addition, these commu-
nities were seen not as rational agents but
only as subjects of feelings. Individuals, on
this view, saw themselves solely as mem-
bers of sentimental communities, with no
reflective powers to distance themselves
from their community or be able to chal-
lenge practices they found unbearable.
The NCERT replicates this Orientalist view
and simply grafts it on to modern India
today. It thereby perpetuates a deeply of-
fensive picture of India self-consciously
and painstakingly fought against by the
movement for Independence. More imi*
portantly, this picture is plainly wrong. I
doubt that a society has ever existed in
which all its members defined themselves
exclusively in terms of the community to
which they were attached. Almost always,
at least some people in society possess the
capacity to reflectively endorse or chal-
lenge the practices of their community.
This is true too of India in the 18th and
19th centuries. Could our great social re-
formers such as Gandhi or Phule have
achieved anything if they had always wor-
ried about the sentiments of religious
communities? Could improvements in the
life of religious communities have been
possible if religious reformers such as Gu-
ru Nanak, Dayanand or Vivekananda
looked over their shoulders to see how
their actions distressed the feelings of or-
thodox religious leadership?

The decision-makers at the NCERT may
respond to this by saying that they are not
making mutually exclusive claims. Individ-
uals can belong to a particular community

By Rajeev Bhargava

The history textbooks from which selected portions are
deleted do not condemn the way of life of any
community... They do, however, discourage a deferential
attitude... This is how it should be.

and yet see themselves independent of it.
Likewise, individuals can simultaneously
be rational and emotional. The point, they
might say, is that even rational individuals
have feelings. Though mostly rational,
Hindus have sentiments too which are
hurt when told that their ancestors ate
beef. So do Sikhs when they read that Guru
Tegh Bahadur indulged in plunder.

This is all very well but embedded in the
NCERT response are three further as-
sumptions. First, that emotions, quite like

sensations, are biological perturbations -

that occur within us, not collectively gen-
erated entities for which we are responsib-
le. Second, once triggered, there is no easy
way to control them. All counter strategies
to deal with powerful emotions are there-
fore impotent. Even the persuasive powers
of reason are annulled. An emotion is like
pain. It cannot be expunged by rational
talk. Third, what is beyond our control is
also outside the ambit of rational or moral
evaluation. If we, conscious agents, are
mere receptors of feelings that just happen
to us and that spring from sources outside
reason, then they can neither be rational
nor irrational, neither be good nor bad.
Does it make sense to say that our inability
to fly is irrational or that our mortality is
immoral? We may regret that we are finite
creatures, but surely we cannot say that
there is something wrong about it. These
are just plain facts about us, beyond rea-
son, beyond good and evil. It is the same
with feelings. We cannot rationally assess
or morally evaluate them. Because they
overwhelm us, we are entirely passive in
relation to them. It is best then to give in to
emotions and bow before the much stron-
ger sentiment of collectivities.

This conclusion is false because the as-
sumptions from which it flows are mistak-
en. Most human emotions are socially
constructed. We are not biologically pro-
grammed to be indignant about injustice.
Many, such as shame and guilt, are cultur-
ally specific. Almost all emotions are ame-
nable to rational assessment. If someone
says he had a pang of regret, it is perfectly

A% 2T -
u“l;:_; H‘yl\»fél ;

-7 JAN 102

legitimate to ask if he was justified in hav-
ing it. If someone is angry, it is entirely
appropriate to ask if that anger is reason-
able. This is so because like beliefs and
unlike sensations, emotions have an in-
tentional content. They are always about
something. As with any mental entity with
a content, it is always legitimate to ask if
emotions fit or cohere with the world.
Emotions, like beliefs, can be shown to be
false or unreasonable.

Take an example. Suppose that [ am an-
gry because I believe my low grades are
due to a deep bias against my caste. If, on
closer examination, a bias shows up in the
pattern of marking, for instance, if other
members of the same caste have secured
poor marks, then my anger seems to be
justified. If not, then it is unfounded. Sure-
ly, others can expect me to shed my anger
and to accept my just desserts. Emotions
can change by rational persuasion.

Just as emotions are rational or irratio-
nal, they can be moral or immoral too. It is
not exactly moral to feel bad about the le-
gitimate success of others. It is certainly
morally wrong to gloat at the misery of
others. We discourage children from being
jealous or envious because such emotions
harm them as well as others. Emotions
then are not mere eruptions independent
of our beliefs, judgments and appraisals. It
is legitimate to ask if resentment is ratio-
nally endorsed and morally justified. If it is
not, it is best to drop it, even if difficult.

However, those who favour these dele-
tions may reply that Hindus and Sikhs
have good reason to be offended, that their
resentment is morally justified because
these statements are unambiguously false.
And who will decide the truth and falsity of
these statements? The community, of
course, they would answer, and Truth is
what the community says it is. This rela-
tivist position is plainly unconvincing.
Though there are no absolute, final, un-
revisable truths, it is humanly possible to
arrive at beliefs which, given available in-
formation, it is most reasonable to hold.
This is so in social science and history as

much as in the natural sciences.

The cognitive content of feelings of hurt
and resentment must then be assessed by
procedures of sound ard valid arguments
and broadly acceptable standards among
historians by which good from bad inter-
pretations of available historical evidence
can be distinguished. If so, what is includ-
ed or jettisoned from history textbooks
must be decided by or be consistent with
the judgments of professional historians.
Has the NCERT consulted relevant histori-
ans? If the moral legitimacy of sentiments
depends, as far as is reasonably possible,
on the best available interpretation of evi-
dence, the validity of arguments and on
the plausibility of historical accounts, then
the judgment of historians is relevant to
whether or not feelings of hurt and resent-
ment are justified.

The NCERT can furnish a further, des-
perate argument: some statements, even if
true, must be removed if they offend the
self-esteem of any community. Is it not the
case that sometimes truth hurts, lowers
self- respect or our respect for others? Will
our respect for a person not be diminished
when we hear something true but dis-
agreeable, distasteful or nasty about him?
Not necessarily. We do not lose respect for
parents or friends even when we recognise
their failings. This, primarily because we
also know of their strengths and virtues
that far outweigh their known faults.

Respect is consistent with criticism, and
with a recognition of some defects. So is
love. Criticism, however, is incompatible
with blind submission, subordination and
deference. The acknowledgement that our
ancestors did something of which we now
disapprove should not necessarily dimin-
ish our respect for them. We lose respect
only when nothing worthwhile is found in
their way of life. Similarly, disrespect to-
wards religious communities is shown on-
ly when their entire way of life is
condemned, not when a few of their prac-
tices are criticised. To my knowledge, his-
tory textbooks from which selected
portions are deleted do not condemn the
way of life of any community. Therefore,
they show no disrespect for religion. They
do, however, discourage a deferential atti-
tude. Because good critical education is in-
compatible with deference, this is how it
should be.

(The writer is Professor, Political Theory,
Delhi University.)



