W;E WERE READY FOR WAR: PADMANABHAN
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NEW DELHI, DEC. 30. The much-
awaited strategic forces com-
mand to manage India’s nucle-
ar and missile assets is likely to
be announced early next year
and its first chief could be T.M.
Asthana, a senior Indian Air
Force officer, official sources
said here today.

Earlier in the day, the outgo-
ing Chief of Army Staff, S. Pad-
manabhan, indicated the
existence of an “informal” nu-
clear command structure and
hinted at the possibility of a for-
mal announcement soon. “If it
does not appear to be there, it
does not mean it is not there.
What is invisible today will be-
come visible tomorrow,” he said
responding to a question on
when India would have a formal
nuclear and strategic command
to control its nuclear and mis-
sile forces.

“These are certainly things
»not in the public domain. We
| may have an informal structure
" already which in time could ac-

quire a formal status,” he said.
Apart from indicating that a de-
cision on creating appropriate
structures for the management
and control of nuclear weapons
and strategic forces was close at
hand, Gen. Padmanabhan was
reiterating the observations by
other senior officers who have
claimed that given India’s nu-
clear status, an “informal” stra-

The Army chief and outgoing Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee,

Ng/clear command structure
i bg/in place soon

Q By Sandeep Dikshit ()O/\\\

Gen. S. Padmanabhan, at a meeting to bid farewell to him in New Delhi on Monday.
He is flanked by the new Chairman, Admiral Madhvendra Singh, Chief of the
Naval Staff (left), and Air Chief Marshal S. Krishnaswamy. — Photo: V. Sudershan

tegic command structure had
been in existence for quite some
time.

Official sources said Air Vice-
Marshal Asthana had been at-
tached to the Air Headquarters
(AHQ) in anticipation of a for-
mal announcement by the Cab-
inet Committee on Security. It
was earlier planned to an-
nounce his name as the first
chief of the strategic forces
command this week, but with
the Government deciding to
hold back the announcement,
the officer, who is being relieved

from the Southern Air Com-
mand, has been declared as at-
tached to the AHQ while being
named chief of IAF’s training
command.

Dispelling the notion that Pa-
kistan’s nuclear capability had
deterred India from going to
war twice last year, Gen. Pad-
manabhan said cryptically:
“When we assess our adversar-
ies, we assess all its capabilities.
We had evaluated it (the nuclear
capability) and were ready to
cope with it.”

The armed forces, he added,

had sized up the enemy and
were only waiting for a “go-
ahead” by the political leader-
ship. “We were absolutely ready
to go to war. Our forces were
well located but such a decision
is ultimately a political deci-
sion.”

Speaking on the forward de- |
ployment, called ‘Operation Pa- .
rakram’, by the armed forces,
the Army Chief said it gave them
an opportunity to upgrade
training and assess equipment
availability in a near-actual sit-
uation. fl
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~ Vaiko charged
“wunder Pota! -

CHENNALI, Dec. 30. — Tamil Nadu police
today filed a chargesheet p
against the MDMK general |
secretary, Mr Vaiko, and eight |
of his party colleagues, al
arrested under Pota for their
support to the LTTE. '
. The chargesheet was filed |
nearly 180 days after Mr |
Vaiko and his party colleague:

have been in prison. It’s |
significant that Pota provi- |
sions do not allow an accused |
to “be detained beyond this |
time-period in the absence of |

a chargesheet.

The special judge of the } .
designated Pota court here, |
Mr L Rajendran, posted the |
case for hearing on 2 January. |

Mr Vaiko, who was pro-
duced before the court for
remand extension, was taken back to Vellore
Prison, while the eight others were sent to
other central jails.

The filing of the chargesheet was said to
have been delayed as the investigating
officer was transferred to the Tamil Nadu
Special Police Battalion in New Delhi.

The Judge, while extending the remand
of Mr. Vaiko and others on 18 December,
reprimanded police for not filing the
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chargesheet and directed them that it
should be done at the earliest.

Presenting the 518-page chargesheet to
the court, the public prosecutor, Mr
Jayakumar, said police
aftached 106 documents,
cited 115 witnesses and. 158
witness statements along Wwith
some video clippings, audio
tapes and pro-LTTE books.

But police sources also state
that the filing of the charge-
sheet was delayed as there was
no clinching evidence to esta-
blish the fund source of health
camps organised by Mr Vaiko
and other transactions carried
out by him.

The MDMK leader was
arrested on 11 July on his
return from the USA on the
charge of making pro-LTTE
speeches at a meeting .in
Thirumangalam near Madurai
on 29 June. The eight others
were arrested for organising pro-LTTE
meetings.

According to Section 21 (2) of Pota a
person can be arrested “if he arranges,
manages or assists in arranging or managing
a meeting which he knows is to support a
terrorist organisation, to further the activities
of a terrorist organisation or to be addressed
by a person, who belongs or professes to
belong to terrorist organisation”.
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“Nuke forces

- command
1in plpe

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

-New Delhd, Dec. 30: The Indian
‘defence establishment has
evolved its own structure for a
‘nuclear and strategic forces
‘command and only a formal
shape has to be assigned to it,
outgoing army chief and chair-
man, chiefs of staff committee,
.General S. Padmanabhan, said
here today.

" Handing over charge as ch-

airman, chiefs of staff, to the na-
vy chief, Admiral Madhvendra
Singh, Padmanabhan said he
would prefer not to make the
-strategic forces command a pub-
dic issue. “These are things that
should not be in the public do-
main. We may have an informal
structure already.”
. “If it does not appear to be
there, it does not mean it is not
there. What is invisible today
-will become visible tomorrow,”
Padmanabhan replied when
.asked when the command would
be formed.

An air force officer is likely to
head the command, with Air
:Marshal T.M. Asthana topping
the list of probables. Defence
ministry sources said the strate-
gic forces command would be
formalised shortly.

Asthana was teday attached
to Air Headquarters, pending a
formal announcement as com-
‘mander-in-chief; strategic forces
command.

It is possible that the an-
nouncement of the command
.being formed will be made by the
Cabinet Committee on Security
after the Prime Minister returns
from his vacatipf i Goa.

Padmanabhan said the situa-
tion in Kashmir had improved
because militants’ supply lines
were being cut-off. “It is because
their (militants’) morale is low
that they are hittmg soft targets
and indulging-in barbaric acts
like slaying women and chil-
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‘r
dren ? he said.

“We have been able to choke
their money and arms supplies.”

Padmanabhan said the cre-
ation of a chief of defence staff
would effectively prove little
more than a change in nomen-
clature for the structure headed
by the chairman, chief of staff
committee. The current struc-
ture has served well and ensured
cohesion among the services. He
said that till the government
took a decision on creating the
chief of defence staff, the insti-
tution of the chiefs of staff com-
mittee had to be made more ef-
fective.

On the setting up of the chief
of integrated defence staff,
which is directly under the
chairman, chiefs of staff com-
mittee, Padmanabhan said oper-
ational and staff requirement
of the system had been devel-
oped, “though a lot has to be
done”.

Air Marshal Asthana, tipped

Y

to head the strategic forces com-
mand, has been deputy chief of -
air staff. He was superseded by
Air Marshal Madon who was
appointed air officer command-
ing-in-chief of the Eastern Air
Command.

Defence ministry sources ex-
plained that Asthana “was being
held against” the post of air offi-
cer commanding the Bangalore-
based training command. This
was being done as a recognition
that the officer has achieved the
position as “air officer com-
mander-in<chief”,

A minor reshuffle in the top
brass of the [AF has also seen
Air Marshal A K. Trikha being
appointed as AOC-in-C, South-
ern Air Command. Air Marshal
Trikha was commandant of the
National Defence Academy. It
was announced earlier that Vice
Admiral S.C.S. Bangara, from
the integrated defence staff,
will take over as the head of the
academy.
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“Portugal decision on

NEW DELHI, DEC. 29. Cancelllng
the resident work permit and
extending the judicial remand
of the underworld don, Abu Sa-
lem, wanted in connection with
the 1993 Mumbai blasts, the
Portuguese authorities are con-
sidering the Central Bureau of
Investigation’s (CBI) extradition
request and would take a deci-
sion on this after their probe
was over.

“We handed over the extradi-
tion request to the Portuguese
authorities and they have also
confirmed to us in writing that
Abu Salem’s judicial remand
had been extended by another
90 days,” the CBI Director, P.C.
Sharma, has said.

Mr. Sharma said the author-
ities in Lisbon had told “‘our of-
ficer that they would examine
our request and also in the
meantime extend the judicial
remand of the accused to evade
fears of his disappearance from
the country.” Cancellation of
the work permit of Salem and
extension of his judicial remand
were heartening developments.
The extension of judicial re-
mand came close on the heels
of the CBI sending an official
with a formal extradition re-
quest where the agency has list-
ed his involvement in three CBI
cases, four cases with the Delhi

lem extradition
after probﬁ/CBl

police and two cases registered
against him by the Mumbai po-
lice. The request, which gave an
executive assurance to the Por- !
tuguese authorities of not !
awarding Salem capital puni-
shment in case of his conviction |
by Indian courts, highlighted !
his role in the conspiracy lead-
ing to the Mumbai bomb blasts.

In its request, the CBI said
“.... Abu Salem is an associate of
Anees Ibrahim Kaskar and at his
instance procured nine AK-56
rifles for continuing terrorist
acts in Mumbai in 1993.” Abu
Salem later parted ways with
Anees and the Dawood Ibrahim
gang and started his own busi-
ness. The CBI has also alleged
that he had handed over an
AK-56 rifle to the bollywood ac-
tor, Sanjay Dutt.

Asked what were the chances
of Salem’s extradition, Mr.
Sharma said “well, extradition
is a sovereign decision of the
country. We can try and hope
for the best.”

About Salem’s role with ter-
rorist groups such as the Al-
Qaeda, he said, “I have no in-
formation on that but let me
make it clear that such undesir-
able people don’t come up so
fast because of their hard work
but because of some undercov-
er links.” — PTI
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7 GBI seeks Interpol:help
- to trace Quattrocchi.*

 Statesman News Serv

NEW DELHI, Dec. 27. — The CBI has alerted
Interpol about Mr, Ottavio Quattrocchi’s disap-
pearance from Malaysia where the Court of Ap-
peals had directed him to surrender hi passport.

In a communication to Interpol’s headquar-
ters at Lyon, the agency said that even though
the Malaysian Court of Appeals had asked the
Bofors case accused to surrender his passport,
he did not respond to the directive and report-
edly fled the countty. Mr Quattrocchi had ear-
lier told journalists that he was in Italy, but
CBI officials said they had not received any in-
dependent confirmation of his claim.

“We have received no information about
Quattrocchi’s whereabouts although we have
got in touch with the Malaysian authorities to
verify his port of disembarkation,” CBI direc-
tor Mr PC Sharma said, adds PTIL.

Mr Quattrocchi left Malaysia soon after
Kuala Lumpur High Court ruled in his favour,

THF STATESHAS
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rejecting India’s
extradition re-
quest. The CBI
said New Dethi was
not given a proper
hearing and the
case was dismissed
summarily and in a
prejudged manner.
The Malaysian
government  ap- |
pealed against the
decision on New
Delhi’s behalf. A :
CBI official said " o
Mr  Quattrocchi Quattrocchi: Most wanted
appears to have anticipated an adverse order
by the Supreme Court and fled before it
heard the appeal. The officer said he expec-
ted Mr Quattrocchi’s lawyer to try and contest
the appeal in his absence, asserting that the
businessman would return to Malaysia only if
the Indian request was rejected. /
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MiG cr ﬁshes near

(3

Srinagar,

‘milita

D3 NS

nts

claim missile strike

Srinagar: A MiG-21 fighter aircraft
of the Indian Air Force crashed on a
house near the local air base here on
Thursday, killing a father and injur-
ing his son. A radical pro-Pakistan
¢ militant outfit, Jamiat-ul Mu-
* jahideen, claimed its cadre shot
down the plane even as the IAF ruled
out the possibility of any “external
action”.

The aircraft crashed at 2.25 p.m. as
it was coming in to land at the Srina-
gar airport after an operational sor-
tie. It fell on the house of Ghulam
Ahmed Ganai in Lalgam village of
Budgam district, about four km from
the airport. While Ganai was killed,
his two-year-old son was injured and
their house, which caught fire soon
after, was completely destroyed, air
force sources said. The pilot, flying
officer B.K. Singh, who bailed out,
broke his left arm and was rushed to
the hospital. He was reported to be
out of danger.

A person claiming to be the
spokesman of the Jamiat-ul Mu-
jahideen told PTI over the phone that
militants of the outfit had fired a
missile at the plane causing it to
crash.

He said the plane was shot down in
response to Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed’s appeal to militants on
Wednesday asking them to surren-
der arms.

“We will not own arms and all

"HE TIVES OF INDi&

such appeals will be merit the same
reaction,” the spokesman added.

IAF spokesman Squadron Leader
R.K. Dhingra said in Delhi that the
possibility of the aircraft being hit
by a missile or ground fire was ruled
out. His comments came in the back-
drop of security forces recovering
Pakistani-made shoulder-fired sur-
face-to-air missile ‘Anza’ from mili-
tant hideouts in border district of
kupwara recently.

Dhingra said “a court of inquiry
has been ordered into the accident to
see whether the mishap was caused
by a bird-hit or technical or human
error’.

The aircraft, which had a normal
sortie of 30-35 minutes, would have
flown almost over the entire north-
ern Kashmir area bordering Pak-
istan. Senior police and security offi-
cials have reached the spot and a cor-
don has been laid around the village.

The MiG-21, which crashed, was of
the Type-75 variant. As many as
17 of these aircraft have crashed this
year alone, with the parliamentary
standing committee on defence re-
peatedly asking the government to
phase them out. The aircraft
entered service in the IAF in the late
sixties.

The government has ruled out
phasing out these warplanes saying
that massive upgradation of the
MiGs is under way with Russian,
French and Israeli collaboration. rn
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- MiGs t\o Vsta Dm )/erwce tI|L 2020

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELH!, DEC. 20. Despite fre-
quent crashes of its MiG fleet,
the Indian Air Force (IAF) plans
to continue with some of the
variants beyond the year 2020
through extensive upgradation
which has already started.

Despite the unfavourable
publicity that accompanies
each MiG crash, the IAF be-
lieves that the refurbishment of
125 MiG-21 ‘BiS’ type would be
in synch with the underlying
theme of its modernisation
plan. Without giving assurances
on the safety front, the Govern-
ment asserts that modernisa-
tion of the existing assets along
with imports and licensed man-
ufacture would be a viable
option.

The cost of improving the
MiG-21 BiS fleet, including the
replacement of weapons sys-
tems, would be at least three to
10 times cheaper than buying a
new European or American
fighter plane. The total upgrade
of the entire fleet is expected to
cost over Rs. 3,000 crores which
works out to about Rs. 22 crores
per jet whereas the cost of a
similarly potent fighter will
range between Rs. 75 crores and
Rs. 175 crores.

Comparing the financial de-
tails of the upgradation of 125
MiG BiS aircraft vis-a-vis the
cost of purchasing new aircraft
with similar technology, the IAF
says that the cost in the latter
case would have been substan-
tially higher. As against Rs. 22
crores per BiS upgrade, a new

‘llght ﬁghter is available
for Rs. 75 crores but without ra-
dar and advanced missiles. A
similarly equipped two-seater
British Hawk.is available off-
the-shelf for Rs. 80 crores and
the American F-16 being used
by the Pakistani Air Force is
priced at twice the cost. The
French Mirage 2000-5 being ne-
gotiated currently by the IAF is
available for Rs. 175 crores.

Giving a breakup of the costs
involved in overhauling the 125
MiG-21 BiS, the IAF said the to-
tal cost was currently estimated
at $ 626 millions which was
about Rs. 3,000 crores as com-
pared to Rs. 2,000 crores when
the upgrade programme was
originally framed. About one-
fourth of the cost was towards
procurement of weapons and

the balance towards upgrading
the aircraft. The cost of upgrade
per aircraft works out to $ 3.783
millions.

The IAF feels that since most
MiG-21 BiS aircraft have com-
pleted less than 1,800 hours of
life, they can be exploited for
1,600 hours or mare. Therefore,
by extensive upgradation, the
aircraft can last for more than
15 years. While most MiG-21
variants will be phased out be-
fore the end of the current dec-
ade, the upgraded BiS, to be
known as ‘The Bison’, will re-
main in service till 2021. Two of
the earliest fighters, inducted in
the IAF in 1976, have already
been updated and will be in ser-
vice till 2011. The last plane in
this fleet, which was manufac-
tured in 1986, will last till 2021.

2 1 0EC 2




%mgumﬁ
-ne m mmko&

"pres Bemo S| ,‘0Ud}
-uas YIeop Y} WIPUOd O}
3ABY pnOM 1XNOD) sw
‘aseo Aue U], ‘1
U 19p30 3y} aBuajreyo pmox
foyy pres ‘unp UBSFY oJIM

- SIY pue muno) wessnpy ey
Ty ‘[e27y PIWBYOJA 10§

Josuned feuystoyemey eANIN
SN pue hend S| yiod

: “IopIO [} JO JuSW
-ounouoxd a3y 1oye AjozeIp
-ourun systjewnol pjoj nemo
RUKOS SN . ‘osimIoyio Aes

0} p10931 uo Sulgiou st 1Y)
pue juddouur s1 (U0
dVS  10Im309]  AJISIGA

-IU) [Y[QT) 3USIP AN, ‘IR

UBSJy 0} $Ieak 9A] JO JUSWILO
-sudun snoJoBu pue 331y} 03
Q0uQJUas YIeap Supreme 19p
-10 §3I09 [erdads oy} jsureSe
uno) YSH TR SA0U [[IM
K2y} pres pasnooe Inoj 3y} 10§
[oSUNOD JDUIJIP ‘dousoouul
Swarp Ieyy Suneisoy
‘Reme way paysnd
uswadrod nq ‘Fey Kued

UeSSN Jelneys Jo Jasis ‘ewaaseN

(487 1BZ}y pauILBYOR JO JeiS!S ‘8ar IIE] :SONITEIS ONIAIIHD

. 5 J0 28U apIM SINOA

I3} 9ABM O} Pall} pue sI9
-}oeId 1SInq 9IN0d ay) IpIs
-no 3ulpuels SYIUIRS AlYS
MI] Y] -9sO] AA0Iq []3Y
e pue ‘ure /Q°¢] I8 paId
-Al[ap SBM JOIpIaA Ay ] "o
-JOA0D 3A1j 10J sueA Fumsed
-peoiq uoneismo ysdnoiq
S[AUURLO SMAU A ], US[AP2)
-10%9 os]e a1om ajdoad Aupy
‘WOOILINOD Y3 SPISINO PAId
-y3e8 SI9}O00[uo SnoLn))
"WI0013IN0Y Y} IPISUI PIMO]
-[e 10u a1aM souoyd apqour
pue pojoLIIsal sem Anug
sjuowofueLie  91RIOQR[D
spewr 9dorjod  ‘opoduels
pue soeyd Suuea] puy
*]OIPI9A U} O] UQISI] 0] 210y}
SeM JUOAIOAD — 98B dYf)
paredusoaul OIYM — [[20
[eoads Jo sI01jJO 0) SI1af
-me[ 03 suosiad eIpaw WoL]
*$949 [[& JO 2INSOUAD 3} Sem
yorym e1duly NS 1N 8pal
Terdads pajeuSisop JO 1IN0
gl mma 1 ‘skep 231y 104
EooEow ou ST 3121}

oozmz 19y JI ‘uon RV

&96.5?

-e1oqy 2y} ssaiddns jouued
nok ‘juooouur ue Supodla
-u09 Ag "Jusd0UU] WE | ‘3D
913 Ul powel] Ud29q 2ABY
] 'SISLIOLID) D16 oM UQY] “WISI
-10119) ST ITUIYSE] JO UONEBId
-qI 10} Sunysy Jji,, :pres oy

‘wool dn-xpof sy 03 uayel.

SJuiaq sem 1ueeon) usym
"[000 pauIBWIdl puUB 90U
-IS 2101S € paureIulew aous)
-u9s YIBap 2yl UAIS ‘[RZIV
PAWWEYON pue NINL ures
-STUH JeyNEYS 1RO YVS
9siqno ey Sunizeg
r7euuosiad £11ndos £q Aeme
POYSIYM SBM 3Y ‘90UUIS

oy 999[dwoo pinod oy 210).
-9q uoay * " HWYSEZ] JO UOIY:
-e15qI[ 3y} Joj Suny3y et
‘WI00I 1NOJ Y} Ul PAANOYS

nng ulessny  jeyneys
“quowra8pn[ sry pasunou
-oxd exSum NS N 93pn{
pojeuSIsop 23 SB U00S SY
— "8I "99( ‘IHT1dd MAN




7

w9\

FIVE YEARS Rl FOR AFSAN GURU \4\

VL

Three sentenced to death

in Parliament attack case

By Anjali Mody

NEW DELHI, DEC. 18. The special
POTA court today sentenced to
death S.A.R. Geelani, Shaukat
Hussain Guru, and Mohammed
Afzal — the three men convict-
ed of conspiring with the five
terrorists (killed in a shootout
with the security forces), the
Jaish-e-Mohammad chief, Ma-
sood Azhar, and the JeM “com-
mander” in Kashmir, Ghazi
Baba — for the December 13 at-
tack on Parliament. They were
awarded the death sentence for
offences under Section 3(2) of
POTA (indulging in terrorist
acts leading to deaths) and Sec-
tion 302 of the Indian Penal
Code (murder).

The court rejected the plea of
leniency made on behalf of Af-
san Guru, wife of Shaukat Hus-
sain Guru, who has been
convicted of concealing knowl-
edge of the conspiracy, and sen-
tenced her to five vyears’
rigorous imprisonment and a
fine of Rs. 10,000.

The designated judge, S. N.
Dhingra, pronouncing the sen-
tence, said that he “considers
that she deserves no leniency.”
Making no mention of her preg-
nant condition at the time of
the conspiracy, he said that
“there is no doubt that she was
having a difficult choice of go-
ing against her husband” but
that “she had to give priority to

| E N
Dec 13, 2001: Parliament attacked by Pak
terrorists. Nine Security personne! and

all five attackers killed ’

Dec 15: Mohammad Afzal, DU teacher SAR,
Geelani, Shaukat Hussain Guru and his wife
Navjot Sandhu alias Afsan Guru arrested
May 14, 2002: Chargesheet filed by Special
Cell. Apart from the four arrested, Pak based
Masood Azhar, Tarig Ahmed & Ghazi Baba
accused of waging war against the nation
and gther charges

July 8: Trial begins under POTA in court of
Special Judge S.N. Dhingra

Oct 30: Prosecution suffers set back as Delhi
High Court rufes that telephone intercepts
can not serve as evidence

Dec 16: Court holds the accused guitty. Fina
judgement reserved.

Dec 18: Main accused Mohammad. Afzal,
Shaukat Hussain, S.A.R. Geelani given
death sentence. Navjot Sandhu found guilty
of concealing the plot sentenced five years
in jail KBK

the nation and society.” Geela-
ni, Guru and Afzal have also
been sentenced to life impris-
onment on seven counts. One
each under IPC Sections 121-A
(conspiracy to wage war against
state) and Section 122 (collect-
ing arms with the intention to
wage war against state); under
POTA, for abetting terrorist acts,
Section 3 (3) and harbouring
terrorists, Section 3 (4); and
membership of a terrorist gang,
Section 3 (5) and possession of
unauthorised arms etc. under
Section 4 (b); and under Section
3 of the Explosive Substances
Act. They have also been award-
ed a cumulative 30 years’ rigor-
ous imprisonment, for charges
under Section 4 of the Explosive
Substances Act and Section 307
of IPC (attempt to murder), and
fines totalling Rs. 8.6 lakhs.

As he was led away, Geelani,
suspended lecturer of Zakir
Hussain College, Delhi Univer-
sity, asserted his innocence. “By
convicting innocents, you can-
not suppress emotion. Peace
comes with justice. Without jus-
tice there will be no democracy,
it is Indian democracy that is
under threat.”

An agitated Shuakat Hussain,
former student of the Delhi
University, said, “if asking for
the liberation of Kashmir is ter-
rorism, then I am a terrorist.”

The surrendered militant of
the JKLF, Mohammed Afzal,
said: “you are journalists of an
independent country, you
should report independently.
But all you do is report what po-
lice wants you to.”

As information about the
sentence spread, Shiv Sena
members, flanked by police ve-
hicles, burst crackers outside
the court.

And inside the court, as the
judge got up to leave after pro-
nouncing the sentence, lawyers
from the Patiala House courts,
who had filled the courtroom,
shouted “kill them, they are ter-
rorists.”

In his 296-page judgment,
Mr. Dhingra said the attack on
Parliament was the handiwork
of forces which wanted to “de-
stroy the country and cripple it
by killing or capturing its entire
political executive, including
the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister... captivate en-
tire legislature and the Vice-

CH: HINDU
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President, who were in
Parliament.”

Commenting on issues of evi-
dence, the judge said that the
single-judge order of the Delhi
High Court, declaring the tele-
phone interception by police as
inadmissible in evidence, was
non-est as the “single judge is
not authorised” to hear the ap-
peal against the order of the
designated judge.

Commending the investigat-
ing agencies, he said that they
“perform a tough job.”

On the question of discre-
pancies in the police evidence
and instances of evidence being
tampered with, raised by de-
fence counsel, he said it was the
“usual practice nowadays to
flog the investigati 7

makrishnan,
the judgmeny, said, “from sever-
al assump#ons and conjectures

Syed Abdul Rahman Geelani (centre,) Mohammed Afzal (left)

and Shaukat Hussain Guru being brought out of the Patlala

Court after being sentenced to death In the
Parliament attack case, in New Delhi on
Wednesday. — Photo: S. Subramanium

in the judgment, which even ‘
prosecution did not care to as-
sert in court, it appears that the
learned designated court has
added to the fund of prosecu-
tion material and the defence
laments that it was not awarded
the privilege of cross-examining
the source.”

Sima Gulati, counsel for S. A.
R. Geelani, declined to com-
ment on the judgment as she
had not fully read it.

“We will appeal against this
verdict. This order is not sus-
tainable in law. There is simply
not enough evidence to convict
Geelani,” she said.

The other three persons, Af-
san Guru, her husband and Af-
zal will also appeal against their
convictions. They have 30 days
to file their appeals before the |
Delhi High Court. |

Verdict against appeal:
Page 11
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_~~ SENTENCE TODAY IN DEC. 13 ATTACK CASE

/Iﬂea for
| ¢ \ VBy Anjali Mody Q\O”‘

NEW RBELHI, DEC. 17. The Special
| POTA'court today deferred pro-
nouncement of the sentence in
the December 13 Parliament at-
tack case till tomorrow after
hearing the defence arguments.

Nitya Ramakrishnan, counsel
for the accused, Afsan Guru
alias Navjot Sandhu, asked the
judge to award a reduced sen-
tence amounting to the period
© of incarceration that Ms. Guru
| had already served. She has

been convicted of concealing
| knowledge of the conspiracy
i (the maximum sentence for
] which is 10 years imprison-

ment) and not for any other of-
, fences for which she was
| charged, Ms. Ramakrishnan
said: “She has already suffered
an extremely difficult period of
incarceration on the strength of
a law (POTA) which the court
found was not applicable to
her”.

Pleading leniency, Sima Gu-
lati, counsel for S.A.R. Geelani,
said the evidence heard during
the trial did not suggest that her
client was involved in any overt
acts relating to the conspiracy.
The court should consider the
fact that Geelani had no direct
connection with the terrorists
and that he had no history of
involvement with any criminal
act whatsoever.

lesser fiunishment

Arguing for a reduced sen-
tence for Shaukat Hussain Gu-
ru, his counsel also said that
Guru had no previous history of
involvement in any wrongdoing
and that the evidence showed
that his role was, at best, pe-
ripheral.

The Public Prosecutor, D.P.
Agrawal, asking for the maxi-
mum sentence of death for Gee-
lani, Guru and Afzal, said this
was justified since the Parlia-
ment attack was “the rarest of
rare cases”.

He also argued against a re-
duced sentence for Geelani,
saying that he was a university
lecturer and would therefore
have known exactly what was
happening.

Arguing against the death
sentence, Ms. Ramakrishnan
said that before the judge extin-
guished “with his judicial pen
the life of a human being”, he
must “consider whether it was
at all right to take life in the
name of justice”. This was a
time when the Government was
“trading conditions”, including
the waiver of a death sentence
for those it wanted extradited,
she said.

The state’s or society’s need
for retributive justice was also
misplaced, she said since it bore
at least some responsibility for
the “alienation” that results in
terrorism. Ms. Ramakrishnan

asked the court, when awarding
the sentence, to consider what
drove people to terrorism. The
Judge interrupted her to say
“that is a question that can be
answered only by Osama bin
Laden. They are the ones having
schools and manufacturing fac-
tories for this type of people.”

Ms. Ramakrishnan said the
belief that the death sentence
had a deterrent value did not
hold, since the people who
committed acts of terrorism
and were brought into the
country from outside, had not
been caught. The state had no
control over the real conspir-
ators, such as Ghazi Baba and
Masood Azhar, who were for-
eigners (declared proclaimed
offenders) and was, in fact,
complicit in releasing them
from jail. The people before the
court were mere “cannon fod-
der”.

They were Indians, however
"misguided’. Two of them, Gee-
lani and Guru, had no history of
past misdemeanours. And the
third, Afzal, a surrendered mil-
itant, had once attempted to re-
join the mainstream. In dealing
“with our own” Ms Ramakrish-
nan said the court should show
firmness, but also a human face.

Outside the court, Geelani
said: “I am innocent and I will
fight it out”. Guru said: “We be-
lieve in justice”.

o .
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Centre’s ordeym

Jborder States g
that have ush/\

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 16

THE CENTRE on Monday
informed the parliamentary
Consultative Committee on
Home Affairs that it had ad-
vised all border States to co-
ordinate intelligence gath-
ering efforts along with the
Intelligence Bureau to iden-
tify “places of worship in-
dulging in anti-national ac-
tivities.”

Briefing the Committee,
comprising members drawn
from both the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha, Deputy
Prime Minister LK Advani
said that his Government
was also considering the fea-
sibility of enacting a Central
legislation to regulate the ac-
tivities of places of worship
and religious instructions.

The Deputy Prime Minis-
ter also informed the com-
mittee the efforts it was
making to strengthen bor-
der management, including
the setting up of lead intel-
ligence agencies, from
among the principal border
guarding forces. This would
be done to augment the over
all intelligence gathering
efforts.

Advani’s reference was to
the innumerable unautho-
rised mosques and mad-

W

rasas
roomed in several states
which have borders with |
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Nepal.

Soon after the September

v

|
|
[
7,

11 terrorist strikes in the US |

last year, the Government
had given the Intelligence
Bureau the nod to begin an
exercise to identify illegal
mosques and madrasas sus-
pected 1o be “centres” from
where terrorist and other
anti-India  activities are
launched.

The IB has already con-
ducted a study and has ad-
vised the Home Ministry
that a central legislation
was the “need of the hour”
to curb the growth of unau-
thorised places of worship
within a depth of 10 km in
all border states. West Ben-
gal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Assam, Rajasthan and Gu-
jarat are states where the IB
found large-scale construc-
tion of illegal madrasas and
mosques.

Advani also told the Com-
mittee that State Govern-
ments have been advised to
take action against religious
institutions whose activities
were in “contravention” of
the provisions of the Reli-
gious Institution (Preven-

tion of Misuse) Act, 1988. /

7
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Court finds

four guilty %f
12/13 attack

Gullty may get d%ath sentence

Times NEws NETWOR?

New Delhi: A city court on
Monday convicted three men
and a woman of being part of
the attack on Parliament
House on December 13 last
year. The court’s order will
be made public on Tuesday
and could include the death
penalty for the men.

Special judge S.N. Dhingra
held the three accused—
Jaish-e-Mohamad militants
Mohammad  Afzal and
Shaukat Hus-
sain  Guru,
and Delhi uni-
versity lectur-
er S.A.R. Gee-
lani— guilty
of various of-
fences under

clared proclaimed offenders
in the case.

Pronouncing the order ina
packed court, the judge held
Afzal, Shaukat and Geelani,
along with the five slain ter-
rorists and the three pro-
claimed offenders guilty of
“hatching a criminal con-
spiracy, committing offences
under IPC, waging war
against India and collecting
arms, ammunition and ex-
plosives and men for the pur-
pose and to commit murder

__= of all the per-

sons who
came their
way”.

“They had

f the intention
N to capture
# Parliament

Pota, the IPC House and to
and the Ex- kill the Prime
plosive Sub- ® Minister and
stances Act. - § the home

Navjot minister and
Sandhu alias § 1 to take
Afsan Guru, : I hostage  all
tS];gul‘gtf eHu(;? Navjot Sandhu alias Afsan :ﬂee \%Il,): p?‘gs
sain  Guru Guru, ‘.N'fe of Sha_mkat . ent in parlia-

' Hussain Guru, with her child .

was held ment, the

i rt.
guilty under in cou

Section 123 of the IPC for
concealing information re-
garding war against the
state. The maximum punish-
ment under this section is
ten years’ imprisonment.

Five terrorists, armed
with automatic weapons and
explosives, had succeeded in
getting past the guards at the
Parliament House gates on
December 13 last year even as
the house was in session. The
terrorists were later killed in
a gun battle with the security
forces, in which eight police-
men were also killed.

Jaish chief Maulana Ma-
sood Azhar, the outfit’s chief
commander in Jammu and
Kashmir, Ghazi Baba alias
Abu Jehadi, and a certain
Tarig Ahmed have been de-

E TIMES OF INDLA

judge said in
his order.

“They attacked Parliament
House, armed with lethal
weapons and bombs, when it
was in session,” the judge
said. “They were armed with
AK-47 and AK-56 rifles,
grenade launchers, hand
grenades, rifle grenades, tif-
fin bomb, car bomb and one
body bomb. In the process of
attacking Parliament House,
they killed nine persons from
the security, the ward and
watch staff and a gardener,”
he noted in his order.

Comment: Justice delayed
is justice denied. But in this
case, has justice been too
speedy, perhaps at the ex-
pense of building up an unas-

sailable case — particularly
in the case of Afsan Gmy

17 DEC 2mmp



-

SENTENCE TO BE PRONOUNCED TODAY

A

.4 accused in
" attack case

By Anjali Mody

NEW DELHI, DEC. 16. The Special
POTA court today convicted
three of the four accused in the
Parliament attack case, Syed
Abdul Rehman Geelani, Shua-
kat Hussein Guru and Mo-
hammed Afzal, of conspiracy to
commit terrorism and acts
amounting to treason. The sen-
tence will be pronounced to-
morrow. The fourth accused,
Afsan Guru/Navjot Sandhu,
wife of Shaukat Hussain Guru,
was convicted on the lesser
charge of concealing knowl-
edge of the conspiracy “al-
though she was not party to the
conspiracy.”

Announcing the verdict one
year and three days after the
December 13 attack on Parlia-
ment, Judge S.N. Dhingra told a
packed courtroom that having
considered the entire evidence,
he held that the three men
“along with the five deceased
terrorists, namely Mchammed,
Haider, Hamza, Raja and Rana,
and with Ghazi Baba, Tariq
Ahmed and Mohammed Ma-
sood Azhar hatched a criminal
conspiracy for committing of-
fences like waging war against
India, collecting arms and am-
munitions and explosive sub-
stances and men for this
purpose.”

Geelani is a suspended lec-
turer in Arabic, Zakir Hussain
College, Delhi University, Guru,
a former Delhi University stu-

dent, and Afzal, a surrendered
JKLF mjlifant. Ghazi Baba is

Parliament
onvict X

awne

A.R. Geelani, Mohammad Afzal and Shaukat Hussain Guru, arrested in connection with the
December 13 attack on Parliament, being produced at the Patiala House Courts
in New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: Sandeep Saxena (Another photo on Page 11)

“commander” of the banned
militant  outfit, Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed. Maulana Masood Az-
har, founder of the JeM, was
one of the terrorists swapped
for the passengers aboard an
Indian Airlines plane, which
was hijacked to Kandahar in
1999.

Mr. Dhingra said Geelani,
Guru and Afzal had conspired
with the slain terrorists to “cap-
ture Parliament House and kil
the Prime Minister and Home
Minister and to make hostage
all the MPs and VIPs present”
and to kill anyone “who came
in their way for the achieve-
ment of this object.” So they
also stood convicted of con-
spiring to kill the nine persons,
including members of the Par-
liament security staff and a gar-
dener, who died during the

attack. The conviction of Geela-
ni, Guru and Afzal is the first
under POTA. They have been
found guilty of all the offences
(under POTA, Cr.P.C and the
Explosives Act), with which
they are charged, barring two.
The charges which have not
been upheld are both offences
under POTA: membership of
banned organisation — Section
20 — and possession of the
proceeds of terrorism —Section
3 (6) — an offence with which
only Guru and Afzal were
charged.

The two are also convicted of
the additional charge of “har-
bouring and concealing the five
deceased terrorists at various
hideouts in Delhi.”

The judge reserved sentence
until 2.00 p.m. tomorrow. T|
accused will be given an o

tunity to make arguments on
the point of sentence. The max-
imum punishment for the
charges pertaining to terrorism
under POTA, that Geelani, Gu-
ru and Afzal have been convict-
ed of, is death. The charge of
concealing knowledge of a con-
spiracy to wage war against the
state, of which Afsan has been
convicted, is punishable by a
maximum sentence of 10 years
and a fine.

As he left the court, Guru,
asked how he felt, said “I am
honoured to be a Kashmiri and
a Muslim.” Afsan, who was car-
rying her baby, born while she
was in jail, repeatedly asked the
en surrounding her
me what I have done.

mE H‘ND‘
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SETBACKS FOR THE CBI

THESE ARE BAD times for the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI). Its hopes of getting Anees
Ibrahim, one of the country’s most wanted
criminals, have been dashed after he was ap-
parently let off following his arrest in Dubai,
ostensibly for lack of evidence. Its prospects of
having Ottavio Quattrocchi extradited from Ma-
laysia appear pretty bleak with the High Court
in Kuala Lumpur squarely rejecting the CBI's
plea for a review of the recent decision taken by
alower court. And finally, a cloud of uncertainty
continues to hang over the fate of its plea vis-a-
vis Abu Salem, whose deportation from Portu-
gal has been tied up in such legal complexities
that it cannot be taken for granted any longer.
These are enormous setbacks for the investigat-
ing agency as they have a direct bearing on the
fate of what are arguably two of its most impor-
tant cases — the Mumbai bomb blasts (in which
Anees Ibrahim and Abu Salem are key accused)
and Bofors (in which Mr. Quattrocchi is ac-
cused of having played a central role).

The circumstances being very different, the
reasons for the CBI’s lack of success with re-
spect to the three accused are obviously varied.
Nevertheless, what they underline is the crit-
icality of ensuring that the case for requesting
that an accused person be sent back for trial
must be as irrefutable or watertight as possible.
In Anees’ case, the CBI, which rushed docu-
ments pertaining to the cases against him, ap-
pears to have made no impact on persuading
the authorities about the importance of detain-
ing him. Some reports suggest that UAE officials
were unimpressed with the evidence furnished
by the CBI, which did not have fingerprints of
the accused (a technical but nevertheless im-
portant requirement to conclusively establish
identity in extradition cases). Anees’ release on
bail, and his subsequent reported passage to
Pakistan, was facilitated by the fact that he was
not arrested in Dubai for murder (as some had
presumed) but for his involvement in an extor-

tion caS&/
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Even so, India has reason to be both \per-
plexed and disturbed by the extraordinary con-
trast in the attitude of the UAE officials, who
only recently went out of the way to cooperate in
the deportation of other mafia dons such as Af-
tab Ansari, Muthappa Rai and Raju Anadkot.
Perhaps not surprisingly, Anees’ release has
been coupled with speculation about the influ-
ence that his powerful elder brother, Dawood
Ibrahim, exercises in the Emirates. This is the
fourth time in recent years that Anees has been
arrested by the Dubai police and then let off.
Meanwhile, the task of getting Abu Salem, who
is wanted in a few dozen cases of murder, extor-
tion and forgery in this country, is proving to be
much more difficult than presumed earlier.
Having formally promised, in deference to Eu-
ropean Union laws and sensitivities, that he will
not receive the death penalty if found guilty,
India is engaged in making both legal and diplo-
matic moves to secure his deportation.

In some ways though, it is the failure to secure
Mr. Quattrocchi’s extradition that will hurt the
most. Although the CBI has challenged the Kua-
la Lumpur High Court’s decision in the Malay-
sian Supreme Court, securing a favourable
verdict will be an uphill task and may hinge on
demonstrating that the lower court — which
had described the extradition requisition papers
as insufficient, vague and ambiguous — had
erred because of a misunderstanding about In-
dian legal procedure. The failure to secure Mr.
Quattrocchi's extradition has enormous impli-
cations for the Bofors case, which has already
suffered from the sheer passage of time. Two of
the accused, the former Defence Secretary, S. K.
Bhatnagar, and Win Chaddha, are dead; so is
Rajiv Gandhi, who was not even examined by
the CBI. With the former head of Bofors, Martin
Ardbo, having successfully evaded all extradi-
tion attempts, the failure to get Mr. Quattrocchi
too would have a significant bearing on the -
CBY's attempt to establish the true nature of the
conspiracy that attended the howitzer deal.

{ 7 OEC 202
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Vahdana Saxena

" KUALA LUMPUR 16 DECEMBER

Bofors investigators, busi-

nessiman Ottavio Quattrocchi
has left Kuala Lumpur for Italy
even as Malaysia’s highest court
asked him on Monday to surren-
der his passport
pending an Indian
appealin the case of
his extra-
dition.Quattrocchi
left Kuala Lumpur
on Saturday, a day
after the high court
here dismissed In-
dia’s plea seeking a
review of lower
court’s verdict
throwing out the
Italian’s  extradi-
tion. The sessions
courtin the country
had also ordered return of his
passport and bail.

Hearing an Indian appeal
against the High Court order Jus-
tice Hamid Mohammad of the
Court of Appeal, Malaysia's high-
est court, asked Quattrocchi to
surrender his passport pending
disposal of the petition. The ital-
ian businessman and his lawyers
were 1ot present in the court

IN yet another rude shock for

SAFE CUSTODY

Quattrocchi

gets bac

v i[ waw \¢ ’\'V
the fldd by

when appeal
Malaysia’s Attorney Genetal on
behalf of India was taken up.

Quattrocchi, when reached on
mobile phone, said: “Iamin Italy
as my daughter wanted me to be
here urgently.”

He said he left Kuala Lumpur
on Saturday and was not aware of
Monday’s court or-
der. “Iwas supposed
to travel for a long
time and [ was told |
(on Friday) that this |
is the final stage and |
the order of the
high court was final
and conclusive.”

“lamhere on va-
cation and will be
back in Malaysia,” '
he said, adding “I
have nothing to
fear and 1 wanted
everything to get
over before I left Malaysia that's
why I waited so long.” Quattroc-
chi’s lawyers said their client has
left Malaysia on Saturday and
added “we are yet to receive the
order.” Kamarul Hisham Ka-
maruddin, deputy public prose-
cutor in the attomey general’s
chamber, moved an ex-parte ap-
plication forinterim order against
Quattrocchi on Monday. —PT1

The Eccnc.nic Times
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‘DEPORTATION PROCEDURES SIDESTEPPED'

e

nees lbrahim whiskeq
away to Pakistan? '

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), DEC. 14, Anees Ibrahim,
wanted by India for his alleged involvement
in the 1993 Mumbai bomb blasts, appears
to have been whisked away to Pakistan
from Dubai and has not been legally
deported.

According to highly-placed sources, the
mandatary immigration procedures that
have to be fulfilled for deportation have
been side-stepped in Tbrahim's case. The
details of what seems to be a “clandestine
operation” are still being pieced together.

The name of Anees Ibrahim, brother of
the Karachi-based underworld don, Da-
wood Ibrahim, is on the list of 20 fugitives
whose return India has been seeking from
Pakistan since the December 13 attack on
Parliament last year.

Jolt to CBI

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, DEC. 14. Jolted by the surprise
“deportation” of the underworld don,
Anees Ibrahim, reportedly to Pakistan, the

Central Buregi of Investigation today shot
off a compfunication to the United Arab

Fmirates, asking the
authorities to con-
firm if the criminal
wanted by India is
still in their custody
or not.

In the absence of
any official commu-
nication from either
the UAE or the Dubai
Police, the CBI re-~
mained in “total
darkness” over Ibra-
him’s whereabouts.

Barring a communication from the UAE
authorities on December 11, asking the CBI
to send its extradition request for him, the
agency has not heard anything from Dubai
through any official channel.

Reports mentioned the possibility of his
having been taken either to Bahrain or
Muscat from where the Pakistani agencies
could have arranged for a safe passage for
him to Karachi.

Asked about media reports from Dubai
that Ibrahim could have made it safely to
Pakistan, the CBI Director, P. C. Sharma,
told The Hindu that he was writing to the
UAF authorities to know the details official-

ly.

CHZ= HINDU
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The reports were “disturbing,”| he said,
wondering why the confusion oyer Ibra-
him’s arrest was not being cleared either at
the government or diplomatic level in Du- f
bai. Initial reports had referred to his re- |
lease on bail. |

I

It was also not clear if lbrahim had been
arrested for his involvement in the murder
of a fellow Indian businessman in 1995, or
on the basis of an Interpol Red Corner alert
notice in 1993 for his involvement in the
Mumbai blasts. “We are trying to ascertain
everything,” he said.

Government sources said that there was
a difference in dealing with the authorities
in Dubai and the federal set-up in the UAE,
headquartered at Abu Dhabi.

While deportation could have been de-
cided by the Dubai authorities, the extradi-
tion request would be examined and
decided by the federal authorities in Abu
Dhabi.

Viewing the reports of deportation of the
42-year-old Ibrahim “seriously,” sources
said India was likely to take up the issue
with the UAE at the diplomatic level, point-
ing out the “fishy role” of the law enforce-
ment authorities in Dubai.
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 14: The Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) today took the third
blow in its face in two days
following reports that Bom-
bay blasts accused Anees
Ibrahim had been deported
to Pakistan.

Anees, brother of under-
world don Dawood Ibrahim,
had been in Dubai police cus-
tody since December 3 but was
given bail in an extortion case
yesterday despite the CBI’s re-
quests to hand him over. A
Malaysian court also threw out
the CBI’s plea to extradite Ot-

tavio Quattrocchi, allegedly a .

Bofors kickback recipient.

CBI officials did not confirm
the, veracity of this morning’s
report in Khaleej Times, which
quoted security sources as say-
ing Anees had been deported
to Pakistan. The report said
Anees was travelling on forged
documents,

A senior CBI officer said: “Up
to now, we have_‘no word from

Dubai authorities on the fact
that Anees Ibrahim was granted
bail in an extortion case or
that he has been deported to
Pakistan.”

Government sources said
they were not sure how or when
Anees left Dubai. But they sug-
gested he might have been al-

vices Intelligence has made
there.

Second, it exposes India’s
lack of political influence in
Dubai and an absence of high-
level contacts between the two
leaderships.

Indian agencies believe
Anees could have been deported,

Masood Azhar set free

Islamabad, Dec. 14 (PTI): Lahore High Court today set free Masood
Azhar, chief of Jaish-e-Mohammad, the banned outfit blamed for
the December 13 attack on Parliament.

Azhar, who was under house arrest, was ordered to be released
by the review board of the court despite reservations of security
officials who felt the move could have an adverse impact on law and
order in the country, the official APP news agency reported today.

M See Page 4

lowed to go to Pakistan “as this
wo,ld be the easiest way of get-
t! gridof aproblem”.

If Anees has actually gone to
Pakistan, sources say “this
exposes a certain political di-
mension of the problem”. First,
it indicates the immense clout
D-cempany has in Dubai and the

inrcads Pakistan's Inter-Ser-

if at all, only on the basis of his
Pakistani passport. As Dubai im-
migration would have to keep a
record of all deportation pro-
ceedings, things would become
clearerin a few days, they said.
The agencies believe he left

* Dubai by land, moving toMuscat
first and then flying to Karachi, "

CBI sources conceded they

ES

rail in Pakdust

had “unofficially” come to know
that Anees was being freed on
bail but continued to be in the
dark about its conditions.

Despite the developments,
the CBI has decided to formally
request the United Arab Emi-
rates for Anees’ extradition on
advice from the Interpol in Abu
Dhabi. “Most likely we will send
the extradition request through
diplomatic channels by Mon-
day,” a CBI officer said.

In all probability, the extradi-
tion request will contain details
of the Bombay blasts case only.
CBI sources said Mumbai police
would take time to prepare docu-
ments on the criminal cases
Anees was facing, so the agency
had decided to go with the blasts
alone.

If Anees has actually left
Dubai, the CBI move would be
meaningless. The Emirates did
not bother to keep India updated
evert ;while CBI official AK.
Gupta was in Dubai. When he
refurned on Friday,-Gupta was

' not aware that Anees had walked

away.
M Sée Page 6
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A Malaysian high court has rejected India’s request to extradite Italian businessman Ottavio
Quattrocchi. Reuters picture shows Quattrocchi outside the court in Kuala Lumpur. The CBI
said it has appealed against the ruling in Malaysia’s highest court.

" OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 13: In a dou-
ble blow to the Gentral Bu-
reau of Investigation, Bom-
bay blast accused Anees
Ibrahim was given bail in
Dubai and a Malaysian court
threw out the request for ex-
tradition of Ottavio Quat-
trocchi, allegedly a Bofors
kickback recipient.

While the Quattrocchi set-
back was expected, last night’s
grant of bail to Anees, brother
of underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim, came as a shock to the
CBI, whose hopes had risen
after the United Arab Emirates
for the first time showed signs
of entertaining its request for
extradition.

Anees is believed to have
been given bail in an extortion
case, adding to the confusion
around his arrest early this
month. First, it was thought he
had been arrested for travelling
with forged papers.”Then Dubai
police said they were holding
him on a murder charge.

Details of the conditions on
which he was given bail werenot
known, one reason being that
today was a holiday in Dubai.
What the Indian authorities are
most exercised about is whether
or not he has slipped out of the
Emirates.

“We are not worried about
Anees getting bail so long as he
remains in that country. But it’s
a different story if he haslanded
in Karachi,” a government offi-
cial said. .

. CBI official A K. Gupta, wh
had been sent to Dubai after
Anees’ arrest, quietly returned
to Delhi this afternoon. Neither
the CBI nor the Indian embassy
in the UAE has been officially in-
formed by the Dubai authorities

of the development.

Till late this evening, the gov-
ernment was busy just piecing
the news together.

Grant of bail is being inter-
preted here as indication that
the Dubai authorities were un-
willing to engage in any process
which facilitates Anees’ han-
dover to India.

CBI sources said that a few

eAnees lbrahim: 1996 in
Bahrain, 1998 in Dubai, 2002 in
Dubai...the arrest-and-bail
cycle continues

+Ottavio Quattrocchi: Twice
beaten by the Bofors case accused,
the CBI is now moving the highest
court in Malaysia

suspect once walked free from
Sharjah because his photograph
could nat be furnished. Now in
custody in Portugal, long-hauf
extradition process only option
eNadeem: Request to extradite
the music director, an accused in the
Gulshan Kumar murder, was rejected
by a UK court. India asked to pay
Nadeem a hefty compensation
elgbal Mirchi: Lack of evidence
prevents the Mumbai gangster's
handover by the UK

days ago, they had sent to Dubai

a request for “provisional ar-
rest”, which means Anees
should be kept behind bars till
papers seeking extradition
reach the authorities there. But
it seems the request has been
turned down.

Anees had been arrested be-
fore, too, in 1998 — also on a
murder charge — but was
allowed to walk away for lack
of evidence. It was the same
case as the one now cited by
Dubai police: the killing of
Irfan Goga, also a gangster and

eAbu Salem: The Bombay blasts

avio walk away

an Indian national.

A senior CBI officer said had
the Dubai authorities been inter-
ested in holding Anees in cus-
tody, they would have opposed
his bail in court since an inter-
national alert was pending
against him. It is not known,
however, what stand Dubai po-
lice took in court.

Government officials said
the buzz in the underworld sug-
gested Anees had already fled
Dubai for Karachi, in which case
extradition proceedings would
cease to hold meaning,

The development has shat-
tered CBI'’s optimism that it was
making progress in the case as
the Abu Dhabi Interpol had
faxed a letter to its counterpart
in Delhi on Thursday, saying
Anees’ extradition reguest be
sent immediately.

CBI director PC. Sharma,
who was huddled in meetings
since afternoon, had earlier told
reporters that a deportation re-

- guest was already pending with

the Emirates. He said the agency
was also moving an extradition
request.

He had expressed hope that a

“healthy trend of exchanging
eriminals between the two coun-
tries would continue uninter-
rupted”.
The bail is not entirely unex-
pected, though, given the fact
that Dubai has been resenting
the pressure brought to bear
on it by India for Anees’ han-
dover. The Americans are also
believed to have played a role in
his arrest.

In the Quattrocchi case, the
Malaysian High Court rejected
the CBI’s extradition request,
saying the offences alleged were
“open to doubt”.

The CBI has appealed to a
higher court.
B See Page 7
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/ A vear after December 13
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T IS most ironic that despite the

presence of a self-certified desh-

bakht in North Block for more

than four years now, the nation
finds itself less and less secure inter-
nally. Kaluchaak, Akshardham, Ansal
Plaza, Raghunath Temple are only a
few of the reminders of Lal Krishna
Advani'’s failure as Home Minister to
evolve a strategy of internal security,
even after the December 13 outrage.
One has only to recall the mind-bog-
gling security bandobust during the
last Independence Day celebrations
to understand the nature and extent
of vulnerability. So much so, even the
strong-man himself has to have 2,000
policemen out to protect him every
time he steps out of his office. The
nation feels less internally secure
than it did four years ago; the terror-
ist has moved from the periphery —
the northeast and Kashmir — to the
heartland.

Except raising more police battal-
ions, earmarking more budgetary al-
locations for “police modernisation”,
we continue to reiterate, to quote
from Mr. Advani’s November 25
statement in the Lok Sabha, “the
country’s resolve to take all possible
steps to combat and to defeat the
scourge of cross-border terrorism in
all its forms”. This is fine; it is the
responsibility of leaders to keep the
citizens’ morale high. But there has
been no sincere effort to put in place
a doctrine of internal security, even a
year after “December 13”; the result
is that we continue to do more of the
same, with the same clumsiness and
the same muddled intellectual
thinking.

It is because of muddied thinking
(primarily on the part of the political
leadership) that our national security
establishment has not been able to
go about the business of making us
less vulnerable. In recent debates at
least three different theses about
what and why our designated enemy,
Pakistan, is doing what it is allegedly
said to be doing are introduced to
make us feel internally insecure. One
view, favourite with the intelligence
crowd, is of the “a thousand cuts”
policy put in place by the Zia regime.
The second view, increasingly discer-
nible in Mr. Advani’s pronounce-
ments, holds that Pakistan is out to

avenge the hu@an of its defeat

Wiy~

By Harish Khare

The danger is that when we postpone the task of
making a coherent intellectual effort to

understand the nature
security, our policy cho

of threats to our internal
ices may be made for us.

in the 1971 war. And, the third view
talks of a globalised “jehadi Islam”,
especially after “September 11”. Each
view carries with it a set of assump-
tions which, in turn, prescribe a dif-
ferent category of possible solutions
to the problem.

If pressed for a definite view, our
wise internal security bureaucrat, ev-
er ready to juggle contradictions,
would answer that it is a mix of all
three theses. All he would predict is
that there would be more threats to

this is perhaps the only workable op-
tion. The danger is that when we
postpone the task of making a coher-
ent intellectual effort to understand
the nature of threats to our internal
security, our policy choices may be
made for us. And, these may not be
the optimal or the wisest of the
choices. After all, like all modern so-
cieties, we too live in psychologically
vulnerable times. The instant avail-
ability of information and images of
terrorist attacks create an emotional

our security. His political overload, making the deci-
master would cynically STATECRAFT sion-makers’ task
choose one over the other, unenviable.

depending upon the political calcu-
lations of the moment. Mr. Advani’s
new fascination for the “Pakistan
wants to avenge the 1971 defeat” the-
sis absolves the successive Congress
Governments of all the ill-advised
policies just as it allows the Abdullah
dynasty to emerge blameless for its
corrupt and corrupting habits. Simi-
larly, the Narendra Modi/Praveen
Togadia emphasis on “jehadi Islam”,
so vehemently being stressed cur-
rently in Gujarat, ignores the obliga-
tion of good governance. The debate
has to move beyond political
convenience.

A doctrine of internal security has
to necessarily identify: (a) who is the
enemy and what are his objectives
(b) consequently, what then are the
sources of threat to our internal se-
curity; (c) instruments that would be
needed to neutralise the identified
threats; (d) the changes, legal and ad-
ministrative, needed to give the in-
struments the requisite teeth to deal
with threats; and, (e) what, if any-
thing, needs to be done to ensure
maximum cooperation between the
state and the citizens for securing
ourselves at home by denying the
enemy potential advantages; this pri-
marily includes choices in resolution
of political disputes at home. Mud-
dling through is no option; though
admittedly in these times of political
instability and governmental drift

In a democratic polity, the delin-
eation of a doctrine, primarily, is the
prerogative of the political leader-
ship. The assumption is that ideally
the political leadership of the day
would be sufficiently mindful of the
lasting national interests in its ap-
proach. The task has become decid-
edly more complicated after Godhra.
In Gujarat, the country’s ruling party
has invited the voters to subscribe to
the Modi/Togadia diagnosis of “ter-
rorism and security”. And, whatever
the outcome of the Gujarat poll, the
likes of Mr. Advani and Arun Jaitely
and Venkaiah Naidu will continue for
some time to have a say in how we
define the problem and its possible
solutions.

The career bureaucrats in our se-
curity establishment, too, have been
assigned an institutionalised part-
nership, but they have been happy to
pander to the political masters’ pre-
dilections. The dominant inclination
is to believe that aberrations such as
Gujarat, even if politically inspired,
do not change the nature of the game
and that in any case there is inherent
confidence in the professional com-
petence of our security instruments
to outmanoceuvre the “enemy”. Rath-
er touching. Intellectual laziness and
career calculations have hampered
the intelligence agencies’ profession-
al performance. Nor, for that matter,
has the so-called “security commu-

nity” been able to come up with the
critical imagination that would help
us think through in our presumed
war against terrorism. Pamphleteer-
ing is often confused with reasoned
policy prescriptions.

A mature polity and its institutions
are enjoined to mobilise our collec-
tive resources — administrative, po-
litical and intellectual — to defeat all
those who would deny us peace at
home. A mature polity also goes
about this task in a calm and system-
ic manner, avoiding hysterical preoc-
cupations of the day. In our case,
particularly after the Gujarat votes
get counted, the policy-makers,
elected and bureaucratic, would be
enjoined to find the answer to one
basic question: if Pakistan is the des-
ignated “enemy”, then do we regard
the Muslims as intrinsically fifth co-
lumnists? If we are to opt for the “je-
hadi Islam” theory, as enunciated by
the Narendra Modi/Praveen Togadia
school, then the answer suggests it-
self. That answer begs the question:
what is to be done with the 100 mil-
lion Muslims? If we decide to con-
clude that the 100 million Muslims
are willing accomplices in the alleged
international jehadi Islamic conspir-
acy, then are we to purge, to begin
with, our administrative cadres, po-
lice and armed forces, of all Muslim
presence? More importantly, we may
be forced to re-write our constitu-
tional arrangements. It is possible to
re-orient all the coercive instruments
of the Indian state to deal with a vast
segment of potential enemy-agents.
The cost would be high, bitter and
bloody; but, at least, everyone would
know the lay of the land, as it were.

On the other hand, if we do decide
that the 100 million Muslims are as
much Indian as the Hindus, then the
obligations of administrative fairness
and neutrality become obvious in
coping with threats to internal secu-
rity. Also, we shall be obliged to so
conduct our political disputes and
electoral competitions in a manner
that would promote reconciliation
and civic harmony. Because of the
absence of an internal security doc-
trine a year after “December 13” we
find ourselves on the verge of a self-
inflicted civil war. The Gujarat ver-
dict should help us in our quest for
security at home.
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By P. S. Suryanarayana

KUALA LUMPUR, DEC. 11. The Ma-

laysian High Court today com-
, pleted hearings in a “review”
| petition against a lower court’s
| refusal to allow the extradition
i of Ottavio Quattrocchi, an Ital-

ian businessman residing in
| Kuala Lumpur, in connection
) with the investigations and trial
|in the Bofors payoff case in In-
I dia. Later, Justice Augustine

Paul, who heard the “review”
| plea, is understood to have told
| the prosecution and defence
| lawyers in his chamber that his
ruling would be delivered in
court on December 13.

During the day’s proceedings
in open court, Justice Paul at
one stage cautioned Malaysia’s
Deputy Public Prosecutor, Ka-
marulhisham Kamaruddin,
against adducing arguments
that might compel the Bench to
“‘aggressively disagree’’ with the
udges or even “attack’ certain
aspects of the judicial process in
. India in relation to the Bofors
case as prosecuted there so far.
Justice Paul reminded Malay-
sia’s Prosecutor, who represent-
ed India in the absence of a
bilateral extradition treaty, that
case laws had shown that mere
“suspicion is not enough”, in
the absence of a formal charge,
to justify an extradition de-
mand. The perceived absence
| of a precise or plenary charge

against Mr. Quattrocchi has
served as the critical mass of the
legal material in the present
| case.
| Mr. Kamaruddin, who was
F answering the arguments raised
' by Mr. Muhammad Shafee Ab-
dullah, counsel for Mr. Quat-
trocchi, said there was no

mandatory requirement of a
full-fledged charge to press for
the extradition of a person from
one country to another. Arguing
that the absence of a conspic-
uous charge was ‘“‘not fatal” to
the extradition plea, Mr. Kama-
ruddin disputed the contention
that the case was flawed on ac-
count of the Indian authorities
pronouncing only a prima facie
case and not a formal cogni-
sance in respect of Mr. Quat-
trocchi. The test of “prima facie
(evidence) is consonant with
taking cognisance” in a full le-
gal sense, the prosecutor argued
and emphasised that the test of
prima facie was ‘‘the threshold
for taking cognisance”. Citing
the Charron versus the USA
case, Mr. Kamaruddin said the
case law merely underscored
that it would be a “respectable
practice”, as distinct from a
“mandatory” one, to resolve an
extradition question on the ba-
sis of a legal-grade charge.

In his deposition on behalf of
the Italian national, Mr. Shafee
said the Indian authorities had,
contrary to their claims, proved
‘“‘no hatching of conspiracy” by
his client in conjunction with
public servants in New Delhi,
inclusive of the former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, in the
Bofors case.

As for the allegations of
cheating by Mr. Quattrocchi,
only a “‘prejudice” could be in-
ferred from the material pro-
duced by the Indian authorities,
Mr. Shafee argued and main-
tained that it would be amiss to
see “something immoral about
having an agent for lobbying” in
connection with business trans-
actions.

Addressing the impression

+* Quattrocchi case i,
verdict likely tomorrow

that Mr. Quattrocchi had ““fled”
from India at a sensitive junc-
ture in the Bofors investiga-
tions, Mr. Shafee posed the
question why the Indian au-
thorities did not place his client
in the legally relevant list of ab-
sconders. According to Mr. Sha-
fee, Mr. Quattrocchi had bought
an air ticket seven weeks prior
to his departure from India, a
fact that should speak for itself.
It was at this stage that Justice
Paul cautioned Mr. Shafee
against a general and specific
interpretation of “political”
charges. Arguing that the extra-
dition move was ‘“‘a breach of
Criminal Procedure Code (ap-
parently, in India as also Malay-
sia) and a breach of natural
justice”’, Mr. Shafee said it ‘‘is a
rule of common sense” that a
charge should have been pre-
ferred ‘‘at least by the com-
mencement of hearings” in this
case. He said that ‘“we (there-
fore) blew our whistle before
the game started”. “We do not
have a goal post (yet). They (the
Indian authorities) are insisting
that the game goes on (all the
same). The goal post keeps on
changing. This is not football or
cricket. It is not a fair game at
all”.

The Malaysian Government,
which represented New Delhi,
today refrained from pressing
for a judicial remedy on the is-
sue of yesterday’s denial of a
special counsel for India's Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation.

After the completion of to-
day’s legal proceedings, the Ma-
laysian Prosecutor indicated
that any further appeal, one way
or the other, against the pro-
spective ruling by Justice Paul
would be a delicate issue.
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New Delhi/Jammu, Nov. 25:
The horrors of yesterday’s
attack on the Raghunath shrine
were revived this morning
when a second militant was
killed in a gun battle with securi-
ty forces close to the nearby
Shiva temple.

As important visitors, in-
cluding - Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, streamed into
Jammu today, a controversy
erupted over whether the new
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed gov-
ernment had kept Delhi posted
on the release of militants that
the BJP is now blaming for the
Raghunath temple attack.

Sonia said it was a
“misunderstanding” that the
state government was setting
free militants unilaterally. “All
these actions are being taken
with the approval of the central
intelligence agencies,” she said.
Her party is a partner in the
Mufti coalition.

In the Lok Sgtfa\ deputy

Prime Minister L.K. Advani
categorically said the Centre
was not consulted by the state
government.

He said the Union home
secretary had written a letter to
the state asking it not to act
in haste while releasing mili-
tants and emphasising that the
Centre should be consulted on
such issues.

When Congress leader Shiv-
raj Patil insisted that central in-
telligence outfits were consult-
ed, Advani said the role of these
agencies should not be discussed
in the House.

“Neither do I bring them (in-
telligence agencies) nor others
should do it,” he said.

Privately, Congress leaders
said there was no difference be-
tween the Centre and central in-
telligence agencies, which re-
port to the home ministry.

Party spokesman Jaipal
Reddy said: “To the best of our
knowledge, the Centre was con-
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stantly kept informed. The gov-
ernment of India was in touch
with the J&K government.
Those released were released
after due consultations with the
Centre.”

When Reddy’s attention was
brought to Advani’s statement
that the home secretary had
written a letter to Mufti asking
him not to release so many mili-
tants, he said he was “reasonably
sure” about his stand. Reddy
added that his information was
based on the feedback from the
state government.

In his statement in both
Houses of Parliament, Advani
said the attack was carried out
by the Al Mansooran group, a
front of the Pakistan- based
Lashkar-e-Toiba.

Last night’s assumption that
the attack had ended with the
death of a militant in the Raghu-
nath temple proved wrong as an-
other was spotted by police hid-
ing in a cowshed near a temple
about 400 metres away. He was

trade ﬁre
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shot after a nearly two-hour ex-
change, raising the toll to 13.
Sources said he is the same man
the security forces had thought
they had shot in a building near
the Shiva temple.

A slain auto-rickshaw driver
had been mistaken for the as-
sailant earlier. Jammu special
superintendent of police Farooq
Khan clarified that two militants
had been killed — one at Raghu-
nath temple last night and anoth-
er this morning.

Sonia, who visited the hospi-
tal where the injured have been
admitted, said the Congress wo-
uld “stand as one with the Cen-
tral and the state government in
the fight against terrorism”.

“Don’t dare accuse the Con-
gress party of being soft on
terrorism. I have lost two mem-
bers of my family because of it,”
she rasped at the insinuation
that there was a change in her
party’s role in the battle against

militancy. /

M See Page 6
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"Dawood brother held in Dubai

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 9

DAWOOD IBRAHIM’'S younger
brother Anees Ibrahim — one of In-
dia’s most wanted criminals — has
been arrested in Dubai. A senior
CBI official has flown to Dubai to
discuss Anees’s deportation.

Anees (42), a prime accused in the
1993 Bombay blasts, was arrested on
December 3, three days after he ar-
rived in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) from Pakistan. Dubai author-
ities informed CBI about this late on
Saturday night.

India and the UAE have an extra-
dition treaty, but the CBI is more
keen to seek Anees’s deportation.
Deportation is an executive action
that takes less time, while extradi-
tion is a lengthy legal process. The
CBI has been encouraged to seek de-
portation by its recent record: The
success in getting two Dubai-based
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# Prime accused in
the 1993 Bombay
blasts case

« Among the 20 criminals India wants
from Pakistan

# Reportedly ordered assassination
of Dawood aides Firoz Sadguru and
Irfan Goga

% Arrested in Dubai in 1996, Released
for lack of evidence on Goga murder

§ Abu Salem started off as Anees’s
errand boy

gangsters — Aftab Ansari and Mut-
tappa Rai — back to India.

Anees was held on the basis of
documents handed over to the

VE HINDUSTAN TME:

Dubai police tfy/;l!he BI and an In-
terpol red corner notice. The CBI is
trying to find out what forced Anees
to visit Dubai, especially in the
backdrop of a “turnaround” in co-
operation between the Emirates and
India.

CBI Deputy Director (coordina-
tion) AK Gupta, who is also in
charge of the agency’s Interpol
wing, will hand over Anees’s “crim-
inal digest” to Dubai. The Centre is
in touch with the Maharashtra Gov-
ernment for the transfer of Anees’s
fingerprints to Dubai.

This is the second time that Anees
has been detained by the Dubai po-
lice. In 1996, he was let off for want
of evidence.

Anees was on the list of 20 “most
wanted” that India handed to Pak-
istan a year ago. There is a Rs 10-
lakh reward on him. The CBI claims
that it was he who sent the grenades
and AK rifles to Sanjay Dutt’s home.
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1India should have N-armed

’ ° - 9 v M’" .
submarines, says navy chief

Times News NETWORK (; v a

/lev) Delhi: India “conceptually” should
have the strongest arm of its “nuclear
weapon triad” undersea in the form of sub-
marines capable of launching N-missiles,
said Navy chief Admiral Madhvendra Singh
on Monday.

Admiral Singh, however, refused to either
confirm or deny the existence of N-arms on
Indian warships or whether India was soon
going to acquire Russian N-subs and the long-
range TU-22m3 strategic bombers.

Any country with a declared policy of no
first-use of N-arms, like India, must obvious-
ly have a nuclear triad. “The strongest arm of
the triad is under the sea... It does not make
sense to keep N-arms on land, where they can
be targeted,” said Admiral Singh, speaking
to reporters in the run-up to the Navy Day on
Wednesday.

Asked about the package deal to acquire
the decommissioned Russian aircraft carri-
er ‘Admiral Gorshkov’, he said, “The price
negotiations are going on. We may strike a
deal...We have a professional team handling
it to ensure the country gets a good deal.”

This becomes important since the nego-
tiations for the carrier have attracted some
criticism for the sharp escalation in its
high retrofitting costs to over $1 billion.
Some experts have even questioned the
need to purchase a second-hand, partly-
burnt carrier.

Admiral Singh, however, dismissed such
reports. He said that the carrier was in a good
shape and there was ‘absolutely no doubt’
that the navy desperately needed another car-
rier. While India’s solitary carrier ‘INS Vi-
raat’ has a residual life of only five to six
years more, the proposed indigenous con-
struction of a carrier will take almost a
decade.

As for other major programmes, he said all
the three much-delayed ‘Talwar’ class stealth
frigates being built in Russia would be in-
ducted next year. “They will be a consider-
able and powerful force,” he said.

These frigates were to be delivered much
earlier but their ‘Shtil’ surface-to-air missile
systems are yet to pass muster. Consequently,
around 500 Indian naval officials, sent to Rus-
sia several months ago to get the warships,
have returned home empty-handed.

The navy will soon induct Kamov-31 early-
warning helicopters, Israeli unmanned aeri-
al vehicles, ‘Prabal’ and ‘Kora’ class missile
corvettes, and ‘Brahmaputra’ class frigates.
Admiral Singh also said the mid-life up-
grades will also soon be underway for the

‘Ranbir’ class destroyers and ‘Godavari’ class

frigates. :

He said a long-term ‘Vision-2025’ plan,
along with a 15-year shipbuilding plan, as
well as an ‘aviation masterplan’ for mod-
ernising the ageing chopper and aircraft fleet
had already b submitted to the defence
ministry.
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“Nuke Vessel

on WlShllS%\n/

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 2: The navy
today made a strong pitch for ac-
quiring a nuclear submarine, a
day before Russian President
Vladimir Putin, deputy Prime
Minister Ilya Klebanov and their
delegation are to reach New Del-
hi for talks on, among other th-
ings, arms sales to India.

Navy chief Admiral Madhve-
ndra Singh did not categorically
rhention “nuclear submarine”
-— the subject being designated
ds “confidential” — but said the

concept of arming the navy with .

a nuclear submarine was justifi-
ed. It is possible that the Russia-
ns may have linked the sale or le-
dse of a nuclear submarine to
the sale of the aircraft carrier
Admiral Gorshkov. However, th-
are was no official word on this.

« The navy chief also said In-
dia was now closer to building its
own air defence ship — an ambi-
tious carrier development pro-
gramme — which had moved fr-
om the drawing board stage to
gctual construction.

. India is in talks with Russia
to acquire at least one Akula I1
class nuclear submarine — a fact
that is officially denied but no-
retheless frequently referred to
in strategic circles. Klebanov
and his delegation are scheduled
to meet Union defence minister
George Fernandes tomorrow.
The navy chief’s utterances we-
re not specifically timed to coin-
cide with the visit of the Rus-
sians but it does make his posi-
tion clear.

A nuclear submarine for the
navy would not only arm it with
astealth weapon capable of stay-
ing underwater for long periods
but also give it a launching pad
for nuclear missiles from sea, (A
“nuclear submarine” is essen-
tially a “nuclear-powered” sub-
marine).

The strategic objective of the
Indian defence establishment,
too, has been to acquire a “‘nucl-
ear triad”, jargon for making its
air, sea and land forces capable of
launching nuclear weapons. Si-
ngh said there was a case for hav-

ing the strongest nuclear arm at |
sea because other nuclear assets

were land-based. If the enemy
were to target nuclear arms bas-
ed onland, collateral damage wo-
uld be much more than in such
an event occurring at sea.

*“...Conceptually, India being
a declared nuclear state with a
no first use doctrine, it must
have a nuclear triad with the
strongest arm being at sea — un-
derwater”, the navy chief said.

The admiral said the Centre
had also approved development
of the air defence ship. The ship,
a 30,000-tonne vessel, was being
built in the Kochi shipyard. It
would take an estimated 10 years
to be completed.

The navy chief said acquisi-
tion of three “Krivack” class
frigates, the first of which was to
be delivered by the Russians this
year, has been delayed because
certain technical glitches were
being ironed out.

He said the deplovmer+ ~¢

AN

the navy in the North Arabian
Sea during Operation Parakram
was a “strong pressure force” on
Pakistan.

The navy chief said negotia-
tions for the Russian aircraft
carrier Admiral Gorshkov were
still on and were proceeding. He
denied reports alleging that the
40,000-tonne ship was outdated
and unusable. Asked if the deal
wasto be discussed tomorrow, he
said: “Both the sides want a good
deal and price negotiations are
on by highly professional offi-
cers who were committed to Ind-
ia getting a good deal.”
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A8, ALTQAEDA PRESENT IN BANGLADESH’

BANGAYORE, NoOv. 29. The De-
fence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, today said India had
intelligence information and

 “human evidence” to support

its charge that Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) and
the Al-Qaeda were using Ban-
gladesh territory for anti-India
activities.

Responding to Dhaka asking
New Delhi to provide “credibie

The former Bangladesh Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina,

evidence”, he told
here: ‘““We not only have intelli-
gence information but also hu-
man evidence in the sense that
our border security forces in
that area and media people cov-
ering that area have personally
told me about Al-Qaeda ele-
ments in Bangladesh”.
Bangladesh had on Thursday
rejected India’s charge. “No-
body expects anyone to say tha-

;
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with the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, in
New Delhi on Friday. — Photo: S. Arneja

e have proof:ﬁée;pggdes

t...yes..yes..we have them (ISI
and Al-Qaeda) in our territory.
They (India’s charges) are con-
tradicted. That was expected,”
Mr. Fernandes, who earlier at-
tended the ‘Rajyotsava celebra-
tions’ at the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited, told press-
persons here.

Mr. Fernandes said that he
not only supported the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani’s
suggestion of capital puni-
shment for rapists but would
like to insist that India follow
the example of China where
corrupt people were punished
by being shot to death. — PTI,
UNI

Hasina denies charge

PTI reports from New Delhi

Bangladesh's top Opposition
leader, Sheikh Hasina, today re-
jected the charge by the BNP-
led Government in her country
that she was sponsoring anti-
Bangladesh campaign during
her stay here, saying it was India
which had levelled the allega-
tion about the Pakistan High
Commission in Dhaka becom-
ing a hub of ISI activities three
weeks before her visit.

“l am not doing anything
which is against Bangladesh. I
will give my clarification when I
return home,” she told report-
ers after a 45-minute meeting
with the Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, here.

Dhaka’s charge: Page 11

YHE HIND

3 0 NOV 202



‘Poppe
oy S 5 & moqe Jurq

01 sn 10§ S} ST 3, “A1Igau
pue aImyno yIom ‘ourdiosp
Aq poyTew sem pesye yoIew
§_BUIYD) pres sopueurd Jas
-1 pouad roquuaydog-Arentref
oy Fuump ymword jusored
6'L B UMOYs pey 31 ‘(z00c) reak
[N o3 103 Yo jusoiad £
70128111 B 108 pey BUIYD) [IyM
1ty 108] 9U) WO Iea[d Sem il
Pres ISISTUIAL 0USJa(T YL
"presay
. [sueow Jus[olA-UOU yInoxyy
3 PAASTYOE BIPU ‘SPOYIoW ATe
-UONNJOASI PIsh BUTYD) ST
"o} swes Yy} Je AunsSIp 0)
3001 SSLUNOD 34} Ylog,,
“ped] Y} UoYE]
seq - (BuryD) 3 MOU ‘SILXIS
ay) SuLmp eury) Jo peste sem
eIpuy y3noy pres oH , BUYD
ut O¢ pue (6 st elpu] ut aInj
-uaa ssoursnq e dn 125 03 skep
JO I5QUINU Y I, :PTes Sspueu

Jooud s,ai9y) she

-
Ve

-19 ‘podai e Sunon) “eIpul
PUE BUIY) UT QIMJUIA SSIUISTI]
e dn Sumas usomiaq 20U
-1op1p 9y 1no Sunuiod syiod
-9I BIPU 0} PALISJRLISISTUTA
sousya( Y3 ‘uonouny TVH
oy je Supeads ‘rofreq

‘PoppE
oy ‘Arenuey ur uteSe Sugoow
9Q [ pue YIUOUL siyy 17
-Ie5 19w pey dnoid Sunjiom
jutof oYy, ‘syuow xis ul
20UO ATUO P[aY 915M SYIe) 3}
‘rorres jey) Suippe ‘pres oy

BJ1IA ABYS3Y Aeplid uo eiojeSueg u] eaesjoLfey exejeuiey

N\

JO UOj3RIGOjeD BY) Je SapueUie] 651009 J0)S|Ul 8dusjeq

S9

K27

331099 U

paseaoul 2q 0) Jurog st mou
j0 se dunsour ay Jo Louanbary
AU, “12A9] Ioy3iy € 0} pasiel
133 9ABY SYEL,, JUOF I9pIoq
Sy} UO SUOISSNOSTP BUIY)-0pU]
oy ut juswaroxdwl owWos
AxeS 91 pres OS[e sopueuIa]
‘pres
3y ‘opowW Swes Iy} Ul aIe
A5y >ury) T,, "UONENHS 3y3 ut
a3ueyo ou sem 2191 pres 13}
-SIUTA] 90uaa( o) ‘oidway,
yreunySey uo syoejpe Jud
-21 91} 0} OUIIAI YIiM pue
IWYSEY] puE NUIE[ Ul JUSUI
-UI9A0T MU Ot} JO Uone[[els
-UL O} I91J€ WSLIOLId] IapIoq
-$8010 JO JuatuSleqe 10J Sy
* papadxosemiey],
*1011119) INO UO WY} ARy
om sk sah eyl Aes 0}

ouoAue spadxs ApoqoN,, Sut -

-Kes [eruap s ysope|dueg apise

pa83nays 193sTUTIL YY) Ing
TIos

UO SonIAIOE epae))-Te IOATST

20usS[AIU] SIOIAIS ISIU] Aue
SuiSeinoous jou sem J1 pres
pue £I03L119) S} UO sjuB[IW
15e-yuoN 10j sdured Sururen
JO 20UQISIXd Y} PIAUSP pey
Kepsmu, uo ysopedueg
Kepo) 210y uonduny (TvH)
PIT SOUNBUOISY URISNPUTE]
e ur Sunedionred 1aype s1ouod
-a1 pio3 3y ,‘eoudsaid zoy)
Jo aw p[o} Afeuosiad aaey
BoIR JRi]) SULISA0D BIPSW 3y}
puE B21E ey UI S3010 ALIND
-9G I9pI0g "OUIPIA UBUIMY
0S[e Inq uonewHOUl 20uag
-I[[3UT SABY AJUO JOU I\,
‘SONIAIOR BIPUT-HUR 10] A10)
-Luo} ysopeSueg SuIsn s)s1an
-oe BpoeQ) [ Jo soussaid ayp
JO _20USPIA? UBWMY,, PUE UOT
-BULIOJul 20UAS[[A1UI Pey B
-uj pres sopueuIa 981000 19)
-mgﬁooz&oa NOINN

W?d 6¢ YIGWIAON ‘FHOWVONYE

3DIAY3S SMIN SSFUdXI

utj, exeyq-epaed Iv.

3 0 NOV 2

NINAN EXPRES:



Bangla bashmg, rougg 11

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov. 27: External af-
fairs minister Yashwant Sinha
today said the Pakistani high
commission in Dhaka has be-
come the “nerve-centre” of ISI
activities in promoting terror-
ism and insurgency in India.

He told Parliament: “Some al
Qaida elements have taken
shelter in Bangladesh... Though
foreign media has also reported
several such instances, our own
sources have confirmed many of
these reports.”

Sinha is the second top Indi-
an leader to make such an allega-
tion. Earlier this month, deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani had
triggered a diplomatic contro-
versy by stating publicly that ISI
activities had escalated after
Khaleda Zia assumed power in
Bangladesh.

He had also spoken of al

Qalda presence in that country.
Both charges were hotly denied
by Dhaka.

" A large number of unautho-
rised madarsas have sprung
up along the Indo-Bangla border,
he said. Sinha echoed a long-held
Indian view, voiced by Advani
too, that major Northeast
insurgent groups have estab-
lished training camps in
Bangladesh.

Sinha’s statement came in re-
sponse to queries from Trinamul
Congress leader Mamata Baner-
jee who said “Bengal is the gate-
way” for insurgents from the
Northeast, Nepal and Bhutan.

He said Delhi had taken up
the issue with Dhaka from time
to time and the Indian high
commissioner in Dhaka had
conveyed India’s “strong con-
cern over shelter being obtained
on Bangladesh territory by
people inimical to India’s
interests”.

The Bangladesh government
has assured “us” that it would
not allow its territory to be used
for such activities.

“The Bangladesh foreign
minister has intimated that in-
structions have been issued not
to allow the presence of Indian
insurgents or their free move-
ment across the border,” the
minister said.

The fresh burst of accusa-
tions from India comes when for-
mer Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is touring the
country.

In Delhi today, she steered
clear of charges that her country
had become a safe haven for al
Qaida terrorists and the ISI.

“We have seen such reports
in newspapers. But independent-
1y, we don’t have any information
about them. Maybe the question
should be directed to the
Bangladesh government,” Hasi-
ha said.

*ME TELEGRAPH
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“New twist to Tehelka controversy

By Our Special Correspondent MQ

NEW DELHI, NOV. 26. A new twist was today
added to the controversy over the Tehelka
Commission of Inquiry, with the former Sa-
mata Party president, Jaya Jaitly accusing
the Congress and the portal, Tehelka dot-
com of “subversion” of the probe.

Addressing a press conference here, she
alleged that both had concealed the fact
that the lawyer for the Commission, Sidd-
harth Aggarwal and Tehelka’s advocate in
the panel, Siddharth Luthra, were from the
same law firm ‘Luthra and Associates’.

“This fact has been concealed from the
Commission as well as other noticees be-
fore the Commission,” Ms. Jaitly charged
adding that senior counsel Gepal Subrama-
niam who brought in Mr. Aggarwal should
not have done so and having introduced
him, the counsel should have disclosed the
Tehelka’s lawyers’ interests.

“Not only was this not done, Mr. Aggar-
wal, in breach of all norms of honest and
fairness, cross-examined Tarun Tejpal and
Aniruddha Bahal when his partner Sidd-
harth Luthra carried out the examination-
in-chief. The preparation for the examin-

ation-in-chi 1nat1
was carried out in the very same office”, she
said.

Ms. Jaitly claimed that she had collected
this information by carrying out a Tehelka-
type operation through e-mail, and collect-
ed “incontrovertible proof”’ in defence of
her charge.

Ms. Jaitly said even though she came to
know of this fact two months ago, she pre-
ferred to “suffer in silence” rather than be
charged with attempting to “derail” the
probe,

“I had full faith in the fairness of Justice
Venkataswami,” she seid adding that un-
fortunately, the Congress and the Tehelka
had mounted an attack on the judiciary and
Justice Venkataswami for which the latter
had quit.

“They have questioned the wisdom and
propriety of two Chief Justices of India.
Having been caught on the wrong foot they
are now trying to turn the tables on the
Government and accusing it of sabotaging
the Commission”’.

On the contrary, Ms. Jaitly said she had
again planned to request the Commission
to allow forensic examination to establish

the genuineness of the tapes, since she al-
ways expressed doubts about their veracity.
“It was not in my interest to derail the
probe”, she asserted.

The CPI(M) parliamentary party leader,
Somnath Chatterjee, charged the Govern-
ment with scuttling the probe. He said the ;
Government was not interested in the truth \
coming out and said the every effort was |
made by the Government lawyer to sup- |
press the truth. \

Not a single witness was cross-examined ;
by the Government lawyer, he said and
charged the Government with playing a .
“dubious role”. He wondered how the issue
was suddenly leaked and brought to public
notice.

Meanwhile, the Congress MP, S. Jalpal |
Reddy, today gave an adjournment notice |
for discussion on the Venkataswami Com- :
mission. The Speaker, Manohar Joshi, said |
that while he could raise the issue after |
question hour, any decision on a detailed |
discussion would have to be decided by the
Business Advisory Committee. The Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister, Pramod Mahajan,
said the Government was prepared to dis-
cuss the issue after the BAC allotted time.

‘Tainted’ judges may be summoned to Delhi

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, NOV. 26. If necessary
the Chief Justice of India
(CJD), G.B. Pattanaik, is
understood to have
authorised the inquiry
committee to summon the
three Punjab and Haryana
High Court judges to the
capital for an inquiry and to
get their version.

The committee, headed by
the Chief Justice of Andhra
Pradesh, A.R. Lakshmanan
which held its first sitting
here in the capital on
Monday to work out the
modalities of conducting the
probe, decided to meet again
this weekend for taking
further course of action.

It may be recalled that
following the Service
Commission scam
highlighted in the media, the
former CJI, Kirpal, appointed
Justice Saharya to conduct a
probe against the three
judges and submit a report.
Accordingly, Mr. Justice
Saharya completed the
inquiry and sent his report
to Mr. Justice Kirpal in
which he was understood to
have stopped short of
exonerating them.

But as there was no follow
up action, the Committee on
Judicial Accountability,
which included the former
Union Law Ministers, Ram

Jethmalani, Shanti Bhushan,
Raje/n.dg;achar, D.S.

Tewatia, Anil Divan, Indira
Jaising, Kamini Jaiswal and
Prashant Bhushan requested
Mr. Justice Kirpal to take
immediate action on the
report and not to allot any
work to the three “tainted”
judges.

They wrote to Mr. Justice
Kirpal saying that the delay
in not taking any action “is
causing grave disquiet in the
public mind, leading to
serious erosion of the
credibility of the judiciary in
the country”.

They drew the attention of
Mr. Justice Kirpal that their
continuance was making a
mockery of the in-house
disciplinary procedure stated
to have been evolved by the

Conference of Chief Justices
of High Courts and Judges of
the Supreme Court.
According to the sources,
any further action by Mr.
Justice Pattanaik on the
three judges would depend
on the inquiry by the three-
member committee.
Regarding allegations
against three sitting judges
of the Karnataka High Court,
the Chief Justice N.K. Jain is
understood to have sent a
report last week informing
the CJI that no one is
coming forward to
corroborate the allegations
against the three judges. The
CII feels that it will be
difficult to take action in
such cases, say the sources.
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OURBUREAU

New Delhi, Nov. 26: Deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani
reaffirmed today that the
Centre was neither informed
nor consulted before the Ja-
mmu and Kashmir govern-
ment decided to release polit-
ical prisoners shortly after
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed
took over as chief minister.

As the blame game between
the BJP and the Congress
intensified, Advani told the BJP
parliamentary party, which met
this morning, that: “To say that
the detenus were set free with
the Centre’s knowledge and
concurrence is baseless.”

In an attempt to set the Cen-
tre’s record straight before the
issue became a talking point in
the Gujarat elections, Advani
said the Mufti government may
have “informally” shared details
of its decision with local intelli-
gence agencies. It would be “im
proper” to even divulge this in-
formation inside the House and

“outside.

“But this cannot be treated as
advice from the Centre,” Advani
was quoted as saying by BJP par-
liamentary party spokesman
VK. Malhotra.

The Congress, however, stuck
to its stand that the detenus were
released after getting the Cen-
tre’s go-ahead and accused Ad-
vani of “misleading the country
with a mischievous intent”.

“Advani did not tell the whole
truth either to Parliament or to
people when he said that the
government had not given any
clearance for the release of de-
tenus in J&K. We would like to
make it clear that senior officers,
including the joint director of
the Intelligence Bureau, K.B.
Singh, were consulted,” Con-
gress spokesman Jaipal Reddy

liein thelr (the BJP’s) mouth to
object to the action of the J&K
government as a BJP-led coali-
tion had facilitated a meeting of
some Hurriyat leader with Per-
vez Musharraf (the Pakistan
President) in Delhi,” Reddy
added.

Asked whether the Congress
would move a privilege motion
against Advani in the Lok
Sabha, he said the party would
first examine whether a case of
breach of privilege could be
made out.

Independent observers how-
ever, believe that the home min-
istry could not have been kept
entirely in the dark about such a
significant move which was en-
shrined in the election mani-
festo of Mufti’s People’s Democ-

said. ratic Party. The
Reddy added 3 well-entrench-
that Sayeed had ed intelligence
a meeting with - network in the
Singh, who m g{?ﬂ‘n:tit}:‘eelltttée state keeps the
deals exclusive- Parliament or to e home ministry
ly with Kashmir, peop in the know of
on November 7. JAIPAL REDDY even routine de-
“It does not - velopments,

THE TELEGRAPY

Advani denial draws

charge of mlschlef

they said.

The observation was corrob-
orated by reliable BJP sources:
who admitted that the home
ministry was informed of how
the local intelligence had
warned Sayeed that eight of the
10 prisoners initially shortlisted
were not “fit cases”. “Their ob-
jections were obviously over-
ruled for political gains,” said
these sources.

But the BJP and the Sangh
parivar indicated that they were
not willing to pass up the chance
to have a go at the Congress.
Vishwa Hindu Parishad general
secretary Praveen Togadia told
PTI that the VHP’s slogan would
be “Support the Congress and in-
vite Raghunath”.

BJP president M. Venkaiah
Naidu charged the PDP-Con-
gress coalition with “failure” to
combat the surge in violence and
Malhotra accused PDP vice-
president Mehbooba Mulfti of
“sedition” for her alleged state-

ment that India and Pakistan
should keep off Kashmi
M See Page 6
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Deputy PM links temple terror to new Islamabad govt, questions violation of UN terms
Advani pins
blame on

Unfazed
Pakistan
replays
peace tune

OUR BUREAU ;

" Nov. 25: Pakistan foreign minis-
ter Mian Khursheed Mehmood
Kasuri said the top priority of
the new government would be to
normalise relations with India
but added that “India will also
have to play arole”.

“My top priority would be to
improve and normalis€ties with
India and other neighbouring
countries,” the foreign minister
said in his first interview to the
daily Dawn.

Kasuri expressed hope that
India would respond positively
to these sentiments. India “also
has a role to play”, the minister
said. “We want to improve rela-
tions with India and wish peace
and prosperity for the people of
India,” he said.

The minister maintained
that Pakistan was sincere in its
desire for peace with India. “We
are prepared to go half way or
may be even a step further in im-
proving relations with India.”
But these relations have to be
based on the rule of law and mu-
tual respect, he added.

Regarding the Kashmir dis-
pute, Kasuri said: “We want
principled peace with honour
andjustice.” He said “the desired
objective of solution to the Kash-

' mir dispute can only be achieved
through what is acceptable to the
Kashmiri people”.

The continuing tension be-
tween the two countries has had
a negative impact on the social
and economic development of
the two South Asian neighbours,
the foreign minister said. The
unfortunate situation requires
sincere efforts by the leader-
ships of the two countries to am-
icably resolve all outstanding is-
sues, he added.

India, however, made it clear
that normalisation of relations
between the two sides could only
take place when the ground real-
ity changes with serious action
from Islamabad to stop cross-
border terrorism and destruc-
tion of its terror apparatus.

A,
Officially, India did not réact

to the Pakistani foreign minis-
ter’'s remarks. But, in private,
South Block officials pointed out
that resumption of dialogue be-
tween the two sides could only
take place after Pakistan com-
pletely stops infiltration across
the Line of Control and gives up
its policy of compulsive hostility
against India.

They also pointed out that, in
the BBC’s Hard Talk pro-
gramme today, India’s foreign
minister Yashwant Sinha made
it clear that Delhi would not re-
turn to the talks table unless
there was a visible change in Is-
lamabad’s policy towards Delhi.

o

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov. 25: India
blamed Pakistan for the terror-
ist strike on the Raghunath tem-
ple in Jammu yesterday, with
deputy Prime Minister L. K. Ad-
vani saying the attack was car-
ried out by the Al Mansooran
group, a front of the Pakistan-
based Lashkar-e-Toiba.

Advani placed a detailed re-
port on the incident in
both Houses of Parliament
today, saying the attack was
part of a deliberate design to
create a communal divide in
Kashmir.

The deputy Prime Minister,
however, expressed confidence
that the people of the state will
not let this happen.

Twelve persons, including
a policeman, a CRPF jawan and
a militant, died in the attack
and around 52 were injured.
Curfew has been clamped in
Jammu as a precaution, the
minister said.

Sunday’s attack has been a
setback for improving ties with
Pakistan. With the successful
completion of elections in both
Kashmir and Pakistan, the inter-
national community had hoped
for a thaw in ties between the nu-
clear neighbours.

But the deputy Prime Minis-
ter’s statement today clearly sig-
nalled a hardening in India’s po-

sition on talks. He even won-
dered if the spurt in violence in
Kashmir was linked to the for-
mation of a new government in
Pakistan.

. Advani said the violence-
in the Valley, could also be

linked to Pakistan’s decision
to free Lashkar chief Hafiz
Mohammad Sayeed. Soon
after he was freed, a senior
member of the militant organi-
sation vowed to continue the
jihad in Kashmir and publicly
called for stepping up terror
strikes in the state.

Members of Parliament are
aware that the UN in a resolu-
tion — after the September 11
terror strikes in the US — has
made it mandatory for all UN
members to ensure that terror is
not incited from their soil.

By freeing the head of the
Lashkar, an outfit New Delhi
blames for some of the worst at-
tacks in India, Pakistan has

clearly violated the UN
resolution.
Keeping this in mind,

the Union home minister said:
“Terrorists have shown their
disdain for international opin-
ion and efforts of various coun-
tries, which have been trying to
apply moral and diplomatic
pressure to end cross border ter-
rorism.”

Advani said a suicide attack
on the Pamposh Hotel Complex
in Srinagar on November 22 and

an explosive device placed near
the Jawahar tunnel moments be-
fore an army convoy was
to pass, were run-ups to the
main attack at the Raghunath
temple.

“These terrorists have de-
monstrated their total lack of
concern for the overwhelming
yearning for peace demonstrat-
ed by the people of Kashmir
when they braved violence
and exercised their right to vote
in the recent Assembly elec-
tions,” the deputy Prime Minis-
ter said.

He assured Parliament that

- the government was committed

A policewoman walks past a bullet-riddled pillar at the Raghunath temple. (AFP)

to providing all necessary assis-
tance to the state in its fight
against terrorism. Minister of
state for home I.D. Swamy,
accompanied by the CRPF direc-
tor general, have been sent
to Jammu for an on-the-spot
assessment.

Advani went through a step
by step account of how the at-
tack took place. While one ter-
rorist was shot in the main at-
tack, the second terrorist ran to-
wards the nearby Shiv mandir,
lobbing grenades and firing as
heran.

The policemen on duty closed
the doors of the Shiv temple pre-

venting the terrorist from enter-
ing. The area was cordoned off
and the terrorist killed today
morning. ‘

The state administration had
informed the Centre that addi-.
tional forces had been put in
place in the temple after the ear-
lier attack on the temple in-
March. . .

In both Houses of Parlia-
ment, members stood up as a-
mark of respect for those who,
died in yesterday’s attack.-
Advani asked all members to,
join him in condemning the inci-»
dent and those responsible for
the attack. p

Sonia at the temple (PTT)

Teach them a

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Nov. 25: Parliament
adopted a unanimous resolution
condemning the attack on the
Raghunath temple in Jammu at
the end of an impromptu discus-
sion during which several mem-
bers — including BJP allies —
expressed disappointment at the
government’s inability to stop
the attacks, as well as its reliance
on the US which is helping Pak-
istan in cash and kind.

Members cutting across
party lines strongly condemned
last night’s terrorist strike with
some demanding that Pakistan
be taught a lesson to put an end
to the menace. “How long are we
going to tolerate such incidents
and when is our patience going
to end?” they asked.

For more than six months
jawans were deployed at the bor-
der, but still the government

could not stop the Pakistan
gameplan of dividing Indian so-
ciety along communal lines, the
members said.

.. After deputy Prime Minister
L.K. Advani replied to the dis-
cussion in the Lok Sabha, Speak-
er Manohar Joshi read out the
resolution condemning the sens-
eless act of violence. The resolut-
ion said Pakistan-backed terror-
ists were desperate to disturb
peace in the state. Both the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha ob-
served a minute’s silence in me-
mory of those killed.

Trinamul Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee said the Intel-
ligence Bureau should be re-
vamped, implying that the gov-
ernment had failed to check the
attack because of lack of intelli-
gence input. She exhorted the
Centre to take strong action, say-
ing “India should not keep
quiet”. Mamata also blamed the
US for helping Pakistan, which

lesson: House

exported cross-border terrorism
to India.

Prabhunath Singh of the
Samata Party asked if the gov-
ernment would mount pressure
on the US to prevent the flow of
funds to terrorists. BJP’s Uttar
Pradesh ally and BSP member
Rashid Alvi wondered why no
decisive action is being taken
against Pakistan, which is re-
sponsible for cross-border ter-
rorism in India. After months of
deployment on the borders,
armed forces were withdrawn
without teaching Pakistan any
lesson, he pointed out.

“About 25,000 people have fall-
en victim to cross-border terror-
isti1. You (Advani) said it is a do-
or-die battle. Where is the battle?
What is the battle? Yesterday,
you gave a warning. L hope this is
the last warning,” said Shiv
Sena member Mohan Rawale.

Another ally, the Indian Na-
tional Lok Dal, also flayed the

government for inaction. “When-
are we going to take steps?”,
asked Sushil Kumar Indora of:
the party. Whenever Israel, the®
US, or Russia is attacked, they-,
gave a befitting reply, but not:
India, he pointed out. _

America has a “double face”,
said BJP chief whip V.K. Malhot-
ra, indirectly blaming the Cent-
re’s foreign policy for the situati-
on. India is acting under pres-
sure from the US while dealing
with Pakistan, alleged Samajwa-
di Party leader Mulayam Singh
Yadav. He took the Centre to task,
saying it has failed to take con-
crete steps to curb cross-border
terrorism. “Those who fear for
their own lives cannot protect
the country,” he added.

CPM veteran Somnath Chatt-
erjee, however, said Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed’s efforts to
provide a “healing touch” was

the right approach. /
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9 killed; police end siege
of Raghunath temple

Arun Joshi
Jammu, November 24

TERRORISTS STRUCK this
evening at the Raghunath Tem-
ple in midtown Jammu and an
adjacent shrine, killing nine and
injuring more than 45 people.

Security forces shot dead a
solitary gunman who had en-
tered the Raghunath Temple,
but it took a fierce and protract-
ed encounter at the Rupiyowala
Temple only 800 metres away be-
fore another militant holed up
inside could be shot dead.

Till late in the night, gunfire
could be heard over the loud slo-
gans against Chief Minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed and
his soft line against militants.

The terrorists opened the at-
tack with the crackle of auto-
matic gunfire and. a volley of
blasts just after 7 pm. Grenades
flew in towards the Raghunath
Temple from the Shahidi Chowk
area, dispersing frightened
devotees and bringing security
forces rushing in towards the
shrine. The number of attack-
ers could not initially be veri-
fied, but at least one had clearly
fired his way into the temple.

Shots rang out almost simul-
taneously near the smaller
Rupiyowala Temple in the vicin-
ity. Grenades went off - on Pan-
jbakhtar Road and in the crowd-
ed Hari Market area around the
twin temples. Most of the deaths
and injuries seemed to have
been caused by these grenade
blasts.

The gunbattle at the Raghu-
nath Temple raged for over an
hour and a half. But that there
was just a lone terrorist inside
was clear only after a sharp-
shooter picked off a man and

the firing stopped.

This was the second attack on
the Raghunath Temple this
year. The first had taken place
on March 30.

The police were unsure until
very late of the number of ter-
rorists hiding inside the Rupiy-
owala Temple. “We are working
on it. We are trying to pin them
down. It is only a matter of time
now,” senior superintendent of
police Farooq Khan said some
time before the second militant
was also killed.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was with his senior
colleagues, discussing the Jus-
tice Venkataswami issue when
the news of the attacks was con-
veyed to him. NSG commandos
were ordered in from Manesar,
but were held back after forces
in Jammu reported success.

The BJP has called a Jammu
bandh tomorrow and an indefi-
nite curfew has been clamped
on the town.

Jammu & Kashmir Police
said the terrorists’ modus
operandi was remarkably typi-
cal of the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba.
The terrorist gunned down in-
side the Raghunath Temple was
in his late teens and had an AK-
47 rifle, some magazines and a
bag of grenades on him. His
height (5 feet 9 inches) and build
strongly suggested that he wasa
foreigner, the police said. “They
are Lashkar-e-Tayyeba men,”
Director-General of Police AK
Suri said.

Though he admitted no ID
had been found on the slain
man, he pointed out that “the
Lashkar had indulged in acts
like this before”.

Police also said both militants
could be Pakistanis as the

SYNCHRONISED STRIKES:
Terrorists attack Raghunath
and Rupiyowala temples, less
than | km apart. It's the second
attack on Raghunath this year

MAYHEM OUTSIDE: Before
the attack they lob grenades in
markets nearby, killing six and
injuring 45. Among casualties
is a cop (above) at Raghunath

AP

FIGHTBACK: Police shooter
takes out terrorist at
Raghunath, ending encounter.
Forces later kill militant holed
up inside Rupiyowala

Lashkar had a lot of Pakistanis
in its ranks.

Asked why temples had been
singled out for the attacks, Suri
said, “It’s is nothing but a re-
newed attempt at causing com-
munal tensions. Since temples
are worshipped by a particular
community, they are targeting

them to trigger a communal
backlash.”

However, questions were
ratsed about the preparedness
of the State police as this was
the second attack on the shrine
this year. In the earlier attack,
eight persons were killed. .

Police sources admitted that

the “grenade explosions and the
melee that followed created con-
fusion and distracted the atten-
tion of the police and CRPF per-
sonnel”.

The police top brass, however,
denied their forces were ill- -pre-
pared.

More reports on Page 5/ot curb militancy.

Pressure on
Mufti to dump
peace policy

HT Correspondent
Jammu, November 24

CHIEF MINISTER Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed tonight came
under pressure to abandon his
“healing touch” policy with crit-
ics blaming his soft approach to-
wards militants for the current
spate in terrorist attacks.

BJP general secretaries Arun
Jaitley and Mukhtar Abbas
Nagvi said the Mufti Govern-
ment’s “policy of appeasement”
of secessionists had encouraged
them to strike at the Raghunath
temple. BJP chief Venkaiah
Naidu urged the CM to review in
the “national interest” his policy
of withdrawing Pota and releas-
ing separatists such as Yasin Ma-
lik and Showkat Bakshi.

Opposition NC’s chief Omar
Abdullah poured scorn on the
CM for having argued that releas-
ing secessionist leaders would
heal wounds and bring down mil-
itancy — a logic that has been
shattered with the CRPF camp at-
tack on Friday (6 jawans dead),
the bus blast on Saturday (12 sol-
diers and 7 relatives dead) and to-
day’s temple strikes.

“The Mufti’s healing touch
should actually heal the com-
mon man instead of encourag-
ing militants to carry out such
acts,” Abdullah said.

The Government had released
top separatist leaders such as
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Abdul
Ghani Bhat and Abdul Ghani
Lone in 1992, and Yasin Malik,
Shabir Shah, Imran Rahi and
Firdous Baba in 1994. That did
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/ OPPOSITION DEMANDS JPC PROBE
" Gowvt. denies stalling

By K.V. Prasad

w'  Tehelka probe %’
m

NEW DELHI, NOV. 25. The Central Government today
denied there was any attempt on its part to “sabo-
tage” the work of the Commission inquiring into
the Tehelka episode and asserted it was commit-
ted to allowing the panel complete its task.

Dissatisfied with the assurance, the Opposition
led by Manmohan Singh staged a walkout charg-
ing the Government with adopting “dilatory tac-
tics” to stall the probe and demanded a Joint
Parliamentary Committee probe into it.

For the second consecutive day, the Rajya Sab-
ha witnessed tumultuous scenes over the issue,
with the Opposition members asserting that they
did not cast any aspersion on Justice K. Venka-
. taswami, retired Supreme Court judge, or on the
judiciary but were concerned with the Govern-
ment’s conduct in appointing a judge to a Gov-
ernment job when he was heading & probe into
the functioning of a Ministry. “It is not a reflec-
tion on a judge but government functioning,” the
Congress leader, Pranab Mukherjee, said.

Responding to members’ concern, the Finance
Minister, Jaswant Singh, said the Government
“shall not permit any attempt to sabotage, dilute
or sidetrack” the probe and was comunitted to
seeing that the Commission came out with its
final findings at the earliest.

He said having accepted the resignation of Mr.
Venkataswami as head of the panel, the Govern-
ment would consult the Chief Justice of India for
filling the vacancy by nominating a retired judge
of the apex court. Mr. Singh said he would convey
to the Prime Minister a suggestion by the RJD
president, Laloo Prasad Yadav, that the panel’s
new chief be appointed in consultation with the
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Sonia
Gandhi. He also read out the resignation letter
written by Mr. Venkataswami, which was object-
ed to by Hansraj Bharadwaj (Congress) and Ja-
neswar Misra (SP), on the ground that it was
improper to make such letters public.

Nilotpal Basu of the CPI(M) said while Mr. Ven-
kataswanf}had shown “high moral level” by put-

A

ting in his papers, the executive which took the
decision to appoint him should also resign. The
RID chief was shrill in attacking the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, and demanded that
he be imprisoned.

The former Law Minister, Arun Jaitley, argued
that the Government followed a convention in
appointing Mr. Venkataswami on the recom-
mendation of the CJI. He wondered why the Op-
position did not object earlier when he was
appointed last year, since he was then Chairman
of the Chennai-based Railway Rates Tribunal.

No impropriety, says
Venkataswami
By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 25. The retired Supreme
Court judge, Justice K. Venkataswami,
who quit as the head of the Tehelka enqui-
ry commission and Chairman of the Au-
thority for Advance Rulings (Customs and
Central Excise), today justified his resigna-
tion saying “I do not like the judicial char-
acter of the commission being directly or
indirectly undermined in any manner”.

Addressing a press conference giving
reasons for putting in his papers, Mr. Ven-
kataswami said he accepted the second
post in view of the request made by the
(then) Chief Justice of India and he did not
view this appointment as interfering in the
discharge of his functions as the Commis-
sion of Inquiry.

However, since a section (of members)
in Parliament had raised questions about
the propriety and the ethical dimensions
of a chairman of an enquiry commission
holding an additional appointment, he

said he had decided to relinquish both the
posts.
Draft alm ready: Page 11
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India releases detqils (

Nov. 25. — A day after ultras

stormed the Raghunath
temple, the Centre blamed the
Al Mansooran, “a cover
organisation of the Lashkar-e-
Taiyaba” for orchestrating the
attack that killed 14 people,
including two terrorists. The
government also  blamed
Pakistan for the release of the
LeT chief Hafiz Mohammed
Sayeed, that led to the “spurt
of violence” in J&K.

As part of its diplomatic

offensive against Pakistan’s
cross-border terrorism, the
government has brought out a
virtual White paper on the
subject in the form of a book
and sent it to foreign govern-
ments and Indian missions.
Pakistan’s  Involvement in
Terrorism Against India, the
115-page book gives details of
the structure and functioning of
the key militant outfits
operating from Pakistan and
shows that, far from removing
the existing terrorist infrastruc-
ture, Gen. Pervez Musharraf
has merely carried out “cos-

mcti? exercisés” to address the
concerns of the western
nations, especially the USA.

The book compiles a list of
terror camps, their locations,
offices and addresses of
terrorist leaders, cases of
attacks by them in India, the
links between the outfits and
Pakistani agencies and claims
made by terrorists.

The section on Hafiz Sayeed
makes interesting reading. He
heads the LeT’s political wing,
Markaz-ud-Dawa-wal-Irshad,
and hagalled for continuing
‘jehgd” in J&K.

2 6 NOV 2

on Lashkar
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The LeT head office is at
Chamberlane Road, Lahore,
and is headed by Abu Marsad
Rehman.  Zaki-ur-Rahman
Lakhvi is the
commander for J&K.

The LeT and other militant
groups had kept their
operations in J&K in abeyance
for a while till the formation of
the civilian government in
Pakistan. “Conflicting messa-
ges” had been received by
ultras in valley, but Sayeed’s
release last week appeared to
give them the “green signal” to

re-start operations. e

supreme



Judge
Tehel

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Nov. 25. -
An “anguished” and “hurt”
Mr Justice K Venkataswami
today went public about his
decision to resign, but his
leaving is not likely to delay
the tehelka probe by more
than a few days.

He spoke of his “anguish”
at the charges levelled
against him, His decision to
quit had been “sponta-
neous”. He said the report
on the government-ordered
probe after the release of
the Tehelka sting-operation
tapes was almost ready.
Had the Centre granted
another extension, it would
have been complete.

A law ministry official
said the Tehelka panel sec-
retariat, including investiga-
ting officers, is in place and
a lot of work has been done.
Transcripts, video-tapes and
other material evidence is
there. The new head, likely
to be a retired SC judge, is
likely to be appointed soon.
Law minister Mr Jana
Krishnamurthy is writing to
the Chief Justice of India,
requesting him to nominate
another former judge. Law
ministry officials said one
retired SC judge should be

W

‘anguished’,
ka probe on

Cong falters "

NEW DELHI Nov. 25. — The Opposition, especially|the
Congress, today seemed to have been caught on the wrt
foot in the Venkataswami ‘issue. Mr Justice K Ven-
kataswami’s resignation citing unfair political charges, and
the government’s acceptance of his resignation, reduced
opportunities for- parliamentary high jinks. It ‘put the
Congress in the “unenviable position” of having to question
the “integrity of the judiciary”. Leaders said strategists had
advised Mrs Sonia Gandhi that the party shouldn’t be seen
as “attacking and questioning senior judges”.

Party leaders said they had “no intention of questioning
the motives of Mr Justice Venkataswami or of the then Chief
Justice”.-Dr Manmohan Singh said: “We never wanted to

embarrass the judiciary.” ~~ SNS

replaced by another.

While the report is almost
complete, the issues regar-
ding the financial aspects are
yet to be completed. The
probe is still on.

Mr Justice Venkataswami
said that for him, after hol-
ding 181 sittings and passing
720 interim orders, virtually
uncontested, the furore in
Parliament was a blow aga-
inst the “dignity of the high
office.”

Taking up the job was a
“call of duty,” he said. His
resignation was to ensure
that “the dignity of the offi-
ce” was maintained. Dis-
tressed, he wrote to the PM:
“I've decided not to fun-

THE STATESHAR

ction either as chairperson
of the appellate tribunal or
the inquiry commission.”

He said the Tehelka panel
didn’t pay him. He was
getting paid for being
chairman of Railway Rates
Tribunal, Chennai. He only
accepted an allowance from
the Tehelka panel.

He said he agreed to be
the tax tribunal chairman
only because he was
persuaded by the then Chief
Justice, Mr SP Bharucha.
Mr Justice Venkataswami
made it clear that though he
headed the tax body since
May 2002, he hadn’t
accepted any salary or
allowance.

16 NOV 2



t)/ %9 By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, Nov. 24. The Vajpayee Government has
decided to accept the resignation of Justice K.
Venkataswami, the judge heading the Tehelka
probe. It has also decided to request the Chief
Justice of India to suggest a replacement.

The decision to accept the resignation was re-
portedly taken in anticipation of the Opposition
parties keeping the Tehelka pot boiling. On their
part, the Opposition parties are preparing to take
the Government to task in the matter, when the
two Houses of Parliament meet tomorrow. The
Opposition parties may revive their original de-
mand that a Joint Parliamentary Committee in-
quire afresh the veracity of the Tehelka
revelations.

The Government took stock of the situation at
a high-level meeting with the Prime Minister at
his residence. Besides, the Prime Minister, those
who attended the confabulations included the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, the Law Minister,
Jana Krishnamurthy, the Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, Pramod Mahajan, the Attorney-Gener-
al, Soli Sorabjee, and the former Law Minister
and BJP spokesman, Arun Jaitley. The judge, him-
self, is reported to be upset that the Government
did not put up a stout defence when the Opposi-
tion sought to impugn his credibility. In fact, the
Finance Minister, Jaswant Singh, had rather apol-
ogetically remarked that he was not the Finance
Minister when the appointment was made.

The Opposition parties are inclined to believe
that Justice Venkataswami had done the right
thing in resigning; the Government'’s detractors
are prone to blame the Government for appoint-
ing a judge simultaneously to another official
panel when he was already heading a Commis-

e

~~Venkataswami’s resignation
- to be accepted «\y

sion of Inquiry against the Government. The Op-
position’s case is that the Government itself
should have been alive to the perception of a
possible conflict of interests, even as justice Ven-
kataswami’s name was processed through the
then Chief Justice of India.

Even the legal fraternity is of the view that it
was the Government's obligation to anticipate
the charge of making a “temptation offer”, given
the serious political import of the Venkataswami
Panel. It is pointed out that though there are
precedents of one retired judge heading two judi-
cial panels, the Tehelka probe is a class by itself.

The Opposition thinking was revealed by the
RID leader, Laloo Prasad Yadav, who was report-
ed to have observed in Patna today that the Gov-
ernment’s intentions stood “exposed’” and that if
the Government was not agreeable to a JPC, the
Opposition would want Justice Venkataswami's
replacement to be decided jointly by the Prime
Minister and the Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha.

Another Opposition member, Nilotpal Basu of
the CPI(M) told The Hindu that the matter would
be definitely raised, irrespective of the fact that
Justice Venkataswami had taken the morally cor-
rect step.

The whole affair, according to him, compels
the Opposition to question the Government's
approach.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Jaitley had accused the
Opposition parties of unfairly casting aspersions
about the objectivity a judge. According to him,
the onus was on the Opposition for creating a
situation that would necessarily delay the Tehel-
ka probe. The Government would not be inclined
to concede the demand for a parliamentary
probe.

Declines to reconsider decision: Page 13
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

"Behrampore, Nov. 23: The

“army arrested a jawan, Nazrul
Islam, here today and took him
away to Madhya Pradesh, where
he will face court martial at
his regiment headquarters for
“his alleged connivance with the
Pakistani Inter-Services Intelli-
gence.

The police also picked up two
former armed forces personnel
‘on' similar charges from Nadia
and from the Jalangi area in
“Murshidabad.

' This is the second instance of
defence personnel being arrest-
ed after air force police on

" Thursday picked up Aufan Ukil,
- a data operator from the base in

! Pune, for allegedly being on the
18I payroll.

~ Ukil, a resident of Nadia’s

“Kailagunj area, is presently in
Calcutta and is expected to be in-
terrogated in the presence of

“four ISI “agents”.

Islam, a 22-year-old youth
from Kuchiamore village in
‘the Domkol area, had -been
asked to report to the police yes-
‘terday but was later released and
asked to come back again today.
The soldier arrived at the
district
office at 10 am.

A little later, an army team
"from Calcutta arrived in a Tata

intelligence branch

Sumo and took him away. The
car had five soldiers with assault
rifles and an officer in mufti. The
team is bound for the Mahar reg-
iment headquarters at Saugor in
Madhya Pradesh.

Police and military intelli-
gence officials have so far ques-
tioned 30 personnel belonging to
the army, navy, air force and the
Border Security Force following
information gathered during the
interrogation of some ISI
“agents” — Ziauddin Biswas, his
wife Ismatara, brother-in-law
Hasan Habib and Ghulam Mur-
taza. They had been arrested
from the Jalangi and Domkol
areas of Murshidabad on Sun-
day. Some more ex-servicemen
have been detained by the police
at the district intelligence
branch office since last night.

Murshidabad police superin-
tendent Virendra said Islam was
picked up after police tapped
Rinku Ahmed’s telephone and
recorded a conversation in
which Islam called to say that he
was willing to work for the ISI.
Police arrested Ahmed from
Jalangi yesterday.

“The jawan had been ap-
proached by Rinku six months
ago, when he returned home on
leave, to supply vital informa-
tion in return of cash. He had re-
fused then. This time, we had
Rinku’s line tapped and Islam

TME TELEGRAPg

faces coum
or ISI lmks

called on November 16 to say
that he had changed his mind.
We have this conversation
recorded,” the police chief
added.

Continuing its drive against
servicemen, police also arrested
a retired naval staff and a for-
mer jawan from Nadia district
and from Jalangi in Murshid-
abad, respectively.

Imdadul Mondol, 45, who had
retired from the navy in 1993,
was picked up from
Gopalpurghat village in Nadia’s
Hogolberia police station area
last night and brought here. Sa-
hadeb Saha, 61, a jawan in the
disbanded Bengal Regiment who
retired in 1965, was arrested
from Jalangi’s Chuapara village
today. Both of them have beenre- .
manded in police custody till De-
cember 2.

While both of them alleged
that they were being framed, the
police charged that the duo was
involved in getting information
for the ISI from inside defence es-
tablishments.

“Their ex-servicemen passes
allowed them to visit the serving
men in cantonments who are on
the ISI payroll and get the infor-
mation and hand it over to ISI
agents waiting outside,” Viren-
dra said. They both handed ove:
the information to either Ahmed
or Ziauddin, he added.
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TAF, troops s}opped Pak | in nruders

| New Delhi: After nearly four months\of
silence, the Centre on Thursday sa
ground troops and Indian Air Force
(IAF)fighters had been used to evict Pak-
istani intruders at Point 3260 in Machil
sector of Kupwara on August 2 at the
height of ‘Operation Parikrama’.

In a written reply, defence minister
George Fernandes told the Lok Sabha
that in the last week of July, Pakistani
troops had intruded approximately 800
metres into the Indian side of the Line of
Control (LoC) in “arelatively low feature
having little tactical significance”. He §§
said the Pakistani forces were pusheq .3
out on August 2 by the ground troops with assistance
from IAF fighters.

“Point 3260 is not considered tactically important
and viable for physical occupation by our own
troops,” the minister said, adding that being close to
the LoC and the area not being physically occupied,
Pakistani troops had entered it. Mr Fernandes said
since the area around the feature had been closely pa-
trolled, Indian troops had noticed the intrusion on

: July 26 followmg which action was
: launched to force out the enemy troops
and restore the sanctity of the LoC. He
¢ said no inquiry had been ordered into the
i incident and the Indian troops did not
{ suffer any casualty in the operation.

{  Reports of intrusion, on the pattern of
{ the Pakistani penetration in Kargil, have
been surfacing in the media. They had
even been dubbed by the armed forces in
7 their border despatches as ‘Kargil IT’.
However, the defence ministry, particu-
larly the IAF, has consistently denied the
ik use of air power.

According to sources, a battalion of
the Sikh regiment had been guarding the sector at the
time of the intrusion. Despite mounting two attacks,
the ground forces were unable to dislodge the Pak-
istani forces, forcing them to seek air support. Four
IAF multi-role Mirage 2000 fighters reportedly used
precision bombs and missiles from a stand-off dis-
tance and flattened the hastily-built Pakistani
bunkers and defences on the feature, paving the way,
for the Indian troops to evict the intruders. #n

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Calcutta, Nov. 18: Nine Bangla-
deshis — all suspected ISI agents
— were rounded up from oppo-
site a movie theatre near New

¢

~

Market, late on Saturday night,
days after deputy Prime Minis-
ter L.K. Advani charged
Bangladesh with doing very lit-
tle to contain anti-India activi-
ties on its soil.

Two of them (47-year-old Li-
aquat and 30-year-old Arman
from Dhaka) were arrested and
remanded in police custody. The
others were handed over to
Bangladeshi intelligence agen-
cies, officials said, explaining
that they could not be arrested as
there was no specific charge
against them.

Liaquat and Arman were op-
erating for the Islamic Aikya
Front of Bangladesh and were
trained in terrorist activities by
the ISI, officials added. Indian in-
telligence agencies’ “internal
logbooks” listed the front as a
cover organisation for al Qaida
activists now taking shelter in
Bangladesh, a Central Bureau of
Investigation deputy inspector-
general said in Delhi.

“We have specific informa-
tion that Arman, Liaquat and
the others had come here with
plans to spread terror,” a Calcut-
ta police official said. “We have
recovered several incriminating
documents, including maps of
defence and prohibited areas,”
he added.

The detective department
used information provided by
the director-general of defence
field intelligence’s office in
Bangladesh to cement its allega-
tion that the nine rounded up
were here to promote the ISI
cause. They had supplied
the city police with a confession-
al statement given by ISI-suspect
Baduddin Naseem, which
listed the activities of his accom-
plices.

Calcutta police officials said
Naseem had exposed Arman’s
and Liaquat’s links with the ISI
and giving details on how they
travelled to Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) for training in
arms and jihadi operations earli-
er this year.

Showcasing it as a major
breakthrough for the city police,
detectives said Liaquat and
Arman between themselves had
more than 40 cases of murder,
extortion, dacoity and robbery
ranged against them in
Bangladesh.

City police detective depart-
ment deputy commissioner
Soumen Mitra said policemen
had seized counterfeit Indian

currency and sophyéd

arms from them.
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4 @@  CRASH LESSONS _ v+

GIVEN THE ALARMING rate at which the Indian
Air Force is lpsing aircraft and pilots, one might
be forgiven for presuming that the country is
engaged in war. The crashes have been occur-
ring thick and fast, confirming over and over
again the depressing truth about the IAF’s ap-
palling safety record, which must rank among
the worst in the' world. As many as 16 IAF aircraft
have gone down this year. The most recent one
was that involving a trainer variant of the MiG-21
fighter jet, which crashed near Bagdogra, killing
two pilots during a routine sortie; the plane hit a
high-tension wire while attempting to land. The
Bagdogra crash closely followed that at Ambala
earlier this month, when a Jaguar plunged into a
residential area killing about 10 persons. It
would appear that the country’s naval units have
not fared very much better. It was only last
month that two Ilyushin 11-38 aircraft collided in
Goa during a ceremonial flypast killing a dozen
crew members, marking the worst naval air di-
saster in the country’s history.

The recent months may have seemed partic-
ularly bad in terms of the frequency of crashes,
but the truth is that the statistics have been ap-
paliing for over a couple of decades now. The
biggest concern lies around the aircraft that was
first inducted into the IAF in the 1950s and
which still remains the backbone of the force —
the MiG-21. Astonishingly, well over 200 of these
Soviet-built fighter aircraft have been lost in
non-combat crashes over the last decade. Ac-
cording to one estimate, the IAF loses one MiG
every 2,500 flying hours or so, making them the
most vulnerable aircraft in service anywhere on
the globe. The recent Bagdogra crash is the 11th
incident involving a MiG-21 this year. The main
reasons why defence aircraft are so prone to
crashes in this country are well known. Inade-
quate training which results in pilot error and
poor maintenance which results in technical
failures are among the main causes for crashes,
which also occur at times due to unrelated phe-
nomena such as bird hits. The question, of

course, is what are w? doing to redress this. Un-
fortunately, the answer is not enough. Midlife
upgrades on the various MiG variants, in order to
keep them operational, have proceeded much
slower than expected, despite the fact that a con-
siderable sum of money has been set aside for
this purpose. Vintage aircraft continue to remain
central to the Air Force’s capabilities, though its
dependence on ageing MiGs and Jaguars will re-
duce as it begins taking delivery of more and
more Sukhoi Su-30 fighter jets, the bulk of which
are to be built under licence in India. Following

the Bagdogra crash, the Defence Minister, Ge-

orge Fernandes, said experts who studied the
MiGs failed to find anything that links the crashes
with structural defects or deficiencies in the air-
craft. But the issue here is not the essential air-
worthiness of the aircraft. Most often, they have
to do with unsatisfactory maintenance proce-
dures and, perhaps even more importantly, inad-
equate training procedures for pilots.

The Bagdogra crash focuses direct attention
once again on the prolonged dithering about ac-
quiring modern jet training aircraft. The total ab-
surdity of a situation where pilots are trained on
sub-sonic aircraft and then assigned to aircraft
that fly at supersonic speeds is something that
has been pointed out for many years now. The
delay in inducting advanced jet trainers (AJTs) to
improve pilot capabilities has been inexcusable
given the fact that it was first proposed over 20
years ago. Reports that India is close to clinching
a deal with British Aerospace for 66 Hawk AJTs
have been accompanied by others which suggest
that India’s recent reluctance to sign on the dot-
ted line is a result of its decision to take a hard
look at another option, the cheaper Czech ver-
sion (the L-159). Noting the delay in acquiring
AJTs, Mr. Fernandes recently quipped that he
hoped that the finalisation of the deal did not
survive his stay as Defence Minister. The men at
the helm of the Indian Air Force and the pilots

who risk their lives by learning on obsoclescgnt
trainers will certainly hope so too. /ﬂ
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F allmg cutting teeth,

SUJAN DUTTA

ust after the crash in Ambala

earlier this month, a retired
air force officer said the “MiGs
were beginning to drop out of
the skies like birds dying in mid-
flight”. It was an uncharitable re-
mark for the aircraft that is the
mainstay of the IAF’s fighting
force. But 17 crashes in 11 mon-
ths this year — 11 of them of
MiG-21s —has meant that the In-
dian Air Force is losing more
than one aircraft a month and it
is not even fighting a war!

Every officer knows that the
air force is stretching its reso-
urces to the absolute maximum
for training its combat pilots.
For close to two decades, it has
been asking the government for
an advanced jet trainer.

Yet, it is just as close to get-
ting the AJT today as it was in
1984 when the proposal was
mooted.

B Why do the MiGs crash so
frequently?

# First, the MiGs are at once the
backbone and the cutting teeth
of the Indian Air Force. Among
the MiGs, the MiG-21s make up a
bulk of the IAF’s fighter/ground
attack planes, accounting for
some 20 squadrons or between
320 and 400 aircraft. This means
the chances that any accident of
an IAF aircraft is more likely to
be of a MiG-21 than any other
aircraft.

Second, a squadron of fight-
ers in the IAF would comprise
between 16 and 20 aircraft. Some
squadrons would have less.
These are likely to be squadrons
that have lost aircraft in crashes
or to irredeemable technological
defects. Resource limitations do
not allow for crashed or ground-
ed aircraft to be replaced on a 1:1
basis. In such cases, it is likely
that there will be additional
pressure on the aircraft and the
aircrew.

Such pressures are more
acute in training outfits and on
trainers. The IAF has been using
the MiG-21 FL for training. Be-
ginning next month, the MiG-21
FL will be phased out over two
years. There are two squadrons
of the MiG-21 FL. Each MiG-21
squadron — as also squadrons of
other aircraft — are said to be
equipped with a trainer.

Atrainer is atwo-seater, dual-
control version of the actual
combat fighter. A qualified flying
instructor usually takes the réar
cockpit and the trainee the front.
A trainee is not necessarily a
rookie. All pilots have to go
through training even after re-
turning to operational flying fol-
lowing a gap. When Air Chief
Marshal A.Y. Tipnis flew an
MiG- 21 shortly before he retired,
he first flew a trainer with a QFI.

Third, the MiG-21 is original-
ly of 1950s and 1960s technology.
Under alicense production agre-

QMamh 15;

s missing with Squadron
icer Dahiya; notrace, .
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ement with Russia’s Irkutsk Avi-
ation, a variant of the MiG-21,
called the MiG-21 Bis is being up-
graded. The upgraded MiG-21s,
called “Bisons”, are said to have
technology from the 1970s and
are expected to serve the IAF for
another 10 years. The first squa-
dron of Bisons was formed two
months ago. It is based in Amba-
la. Two Bisons have crashed so
far.

B What is responsible for
most of the crashes? Human
error or technical defects?

B Official statistics put out by
the IAF say 40 per cent of the ac-
cidents are due to human error
and 40 per cent due to technical
defects. (The balance is because
of unforeseeabies like bird-hits).

Pilots who have flown the
MiG-21, however, say it is a diffi-
cult plane to fly for the rookie.
When the rookie graduates from
a subsonic HPT-32 and Kiran
(both subsonic, or capable of fly-
ing at less than the speed of
sound) to the supersonic MiG-21
he has to make a quantum jump.
A former wing commander says
“it is like appearing for your post
graduation immediately after
higher secondary, without com-
pleting your graduation.”

Apart from the demands of
such high-speed, the MiG-21 also
has mostly outdated avionics
and navigational aids. It has an
“endurance” time of 45 minutes,
during which it must complete
its mission and land. It is also a
single-engine craft that flies on

the “afterburner” after a mis-
sion (e.g firing, which is an ener-
gy-consuming exercise) is com-
pleted. If the aircraft has flown
in bad weather, the demands on
the pilot and the plane increase
manifold.

In the MiG-21, as also in other
fighters (which do not afford pi-
lots the comfort of civilian air-
craft), human error can be tech-
nology-induced because the air-
craft tests the limits of human
endurance.

B Can’t pilots be trained to
deal with the aircraft?

8 They are. That is why the MiG-
21s are at the core of the [AF’s
fighting fleet. Having said that,
to allow pilots to adapt better, the
IAF desperately needs a stage 111
trainer. Rookie pilots are trained
on the HPT-32 and the Kiran.
Every modern airforce in the
world, puts its pilots through a
stage Il trainer, also known as
the lead-in fighter, before the
pilot is fully operational.

The IAF — the fourth largest
air force in the world — has per-
force had to dispense with this.
The MiG-21 “Type 69" —the kind
of aircraft that crashed in Bag-
dogra on Thursday and the MiG-
21 Fls have been making do as a
stage Il or “lead-in” fighter.

In fact, so acutely the IAF
wants trainers that at one stage
—in 1995 — it was considering
buying second-hand trainers.
An application for four McDon-
nel Douglas BAe TAV-8B attack
aircraft trainers is understood to

be still pending with the US
Congress.

M What is the way out?

B The [AF’s unequivocal answer
tothisis the Advanced Jet Train-
eror AJT.

The AJT was first recom-
mended in 1984 by a committee
led by the then chief of air staff,
Dennis Anthony La Fontaine.
Since the proposal was first
made, the IAF has had seven
chiefs. Air Chief Marshal S. Kr-
ishnaswamy, the current IAF
chief, evaluated the AJT as an
air commodore.

H What’s holding up the AJT
deal?

M Politics, bureaucracy and the
colour of money. In the years
since the induction of an AJT
was proposed, the IAF has evalu-
ated several aircraft. In June this
year, quizzed on the deal 18 years
after it was mooted, Union de-
fence minister George Fernan-
des said: “AJT is where it is. Too
many people are getting in-
volved in the deal and there are
too many interests which are de-
ciding what is needed for the
armed forces.”

The first two aircraft to be
considered for the AJT were the
British Aerospace Hawk, used
by the Royal Air Force, and
France’s Dassault Aviation’s Al-
phajet. In 1997, the Alphajet went
out of commercial production,
practically leaving British Aero-
space as the only vendor.

But there are trainers on
offer from a host of other compa-

nies. A former bureaucrat who
served in the defence ministry
for three years says : “Just when
we get close to a deal, someone
somewhere wants us to take a
ook at another aircraft.”

Apart from the Hawk, other

known lead-in fighters are the T-
38 (used by the US Air Force), the
Russian L200 and L300, the Pol-
ish M-93 and the Czech L-159B.
The IAF has projected a need for
66 aircraft. The price is any-
body’s guess. Latest reports say
that the Hawk could cost the ex-
chequer $ 14.5 million apiece, the
Czech makers of the L-159B cla-
im their offering costs between
25 and 40 per cent less.
B When will it come through?
B Air Chief Marshal S. Krish-
naswamy says he is certain the
Cabinet Committee on Security
will clear the AJT deal by the end
of the year.

Assuming that he is talking
of the financial year, it means
the IAF cannot expect to get the
AJT before 2004 unless a vendor
is ready to deliver off-the-shelf.
There is little indication that
that will be possible.

In August this year, officials
in the defence ministry claimed
that price negotiations for the
BAe Hawk had been completed.
No figures were given out. They
also said they were in the “pr
ocess of structuring an agree-
ment”. It is understood that a
Cabinet note has also been pre-
pared and it recommends the
purchase of 66 British Hawk

fading hope

AJTs, 24 on ready-to-purchase

basis and the balance to be pro-

duced under license at Hindus-

tan Aeronautics. But the note

also says the decision will have
to be taken not only with the re-

quirements of the air force in

mind but also based on price con-’
siderations. A conservative esti-

mate of the Hawk deal is Rs 6,600
crore. The government finds it

on the higher side.

Sensing that there was still’
an opening that could be prised
open, the Czech company, Aero’
Vodochody, along with represen-.
tatives of Boeing and Honeywell
have lobbied with the govern-.
ment and got an assurance that
they would be allowed to com-
pete on a level playing field. The
air force was subsequently asked
to evaluate a prototype of the L-
159B Advanced Light Combat
Aircraft (ALCA). The aircraft
was first flown this year in June .
at Farnborough, UK.

Boeing has a 25 per cent stake
in Aero Vodochody and the L-
159B’s engine and avionics are
from Boeing and Honeywell.
Under US laws, Boeing and Hon-,
eywell will have to secure export
licenses if the L-159B is negotiat-
ed with India. India is chary of
US military supplies as they ha-
ve proved unreliable for political,
and diplomatic considerations.

If ministry officials are to be
believed, the government has to
choose between a tried and test-
ed aircraft (the British Hawk),
that is costly and a state-of-the-
art trainer (the L-159B) that is
cheaper.

B Will the contract be 31gned
this year?

M [t was just as likely that the co
ntract would have been signed
last year or the year before that.
Meanwhile, the more the delay,
the greater the number-of play-
ers — the Polish are in the fray
with their M-93, the Italians with,
their Aermachhi and the Rus-
sians with their MiG-AT. Admit-
tedly, it is not an easy decision to
make. Buying older aircraft will
mean a guarantee on spares and
longstanding technical support.

For British Aerospace, for in-
stance, a deal on the Hawks will
resuscitate its ailing manufac-:
turing facility. Buying a state-of-
the-art machine will risk allow-
ing the IAF to be used as some
kind of a guinea pig. The L-159B,
is still under development and
its first commercial product is
not expected before 2004. Also it
is not used even by the Czech Air
Force; neither is the MiG-AT.

The other major considera:
tion in choosing an AJT is to en-
sure that it can “convert” into a
fully operational combat craft
for an emergency. It would be un-
economical to buy an AJT then,
others for strike/intercept.

W Where does all of this leave
the IAF?
B With what it has: the MiG-21. /
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* Delhi poli}:/e\/submit/
proof’ of encounter

\ )
\A Devesh K. Pandey \&)A ted to the Home Ministry, men-

NEW DELHI, NOV. 13. In Jesponse
to thd notices sent by the Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion, the special cell of the Delhi
police has submitted a compre-
hensive report substantiating its
claim that the November 3 An-
sal Plaza shoot-out in which two
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists were
killed was a genuine encounter.

The report submitted this af-
ternoon states that the Intelli-
gence agencies had tipped off
the special cell about the pres-
ence of two LeT terrorists — Da-

wood Ali from Kasoor and Ezaz" ' §
Ahmed alias Deepak from Guj- &

ranwala, in the Punjab province
of Pakistan about three
months ago.

The terrorists were planning
to target busy marketplaces
during Deepavali. Police also
submitted that two unsuccess-
ful attempts had been made to
nab the terrorists before the
encounter.

The report furnished a de-
tailed account of the encounter,
which had earlier been submit-

tioning that the unit, which was
handed over the task of inter-
cepting the militants, asked
to ensure that thér ho ci-
vilian casualty or nt anic.

Following the direcions, the
special cell chose the Ansal Pla-
za underground parking lot —
an enclosed area — to lay a trap.

A senior police officer said ,
the report mentions the recov- ;
ery of an AK-56 assault rifle, two
Chinese pistols and ammuni-
tion, a matrix code, diaries, cel-
lular phone and a fake identity

gd, proving that those gunned
i encounter were Pa-
eT terrorists.

.de th the antecedents of
Hari® Krishna, who claims to
have witnessed what he calls a
fake encounter.

The special cell has attached
details of Dr. Krishna's location
on the basis of his mobile
phone record, proving that he
entered the Ansal Plaza com-
plex almost two-and-half hours
after the encounter took place

at 7 p.m. on November 3. /
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Threat on horde r,still persists: IAF chief

By Our Staff Reporter

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, NOV. 12.
The decision taken at the
highest level to redeploy
Indian troops from the
borders could mean de-
escalation of tension even
though the threat is perceived
to be still there, the Chief of

' the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal

l S. Krishnaswamy, said.

| Talking to mediapersons

| soon after inaugurating the

| two-day Commanders’
Conference at the
headquarters of the Southern

Anr Command at Akkulam m
the city today, he said the
forces would continue to be
operationally alert and ever
prepared to meet any
exigencies.

“The Air Force will go into
action within the shortest time
possible, if need be”, he said.
Sending unmanned aerial
vehicles across the border,
from either side, should only
be viewed as part of routine
operations.

The MiG- 21FL aircraft, first
inducted into the Indian Air
Force in the year 1966, were

-

emg phased out in a time-

ound manner. Some of them
had already finished their
‘technical life’ and completed
their engine hours. The other
variants, MiG- 21M and MiG-
21bis continued to do well, he
said.

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
was in the process of
developing ‘Lakshya’, a
pilotless aircraft, would in all
probability be inducted into
the force this year. The
commissioning of the
advanced light helicopter,
‘Dhruv’, being manufactured

by the HAL, had also begun
and four of 60 such machines,
for which orders had been
placed, had been supplied.

The joint exercise conducted
by the Indian Air Force and
the US Air Force, for the first
time in 40 years, were mainly
meant to explore the inter-
operability of the two forces.

In the changed global
scenario there could be
various possibilities, including
some very basic exercises for a
closer understanding of each
other’s operating techniques,
the Air Chief said.
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By Our Staff Correspondent

ANGALORE, NOV. 11. The coun-
is for strengthening its mar-
ﬁ:tme patrolling system to shut
“Me seaways to subversive ele-
‘r}ients, the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, has said.

“Inducting the first Fast Pa-
trpllmg Vessel (FPV), Sarojini

idu, into the Coast Guard,

estern Region here today, Mr.
‘Pernandes said that India had a
g coastline and that most
parts of the coast were vulner-
dﬁle and unguarded. The CG
presence was, therefore, being
creased at all points.

In the tenth CG plan, the
g’pvernment would augment

e strike and interceptor capa-
‘Bilities of the force by provid-
ifyg more interceptor boats,
"¥PVs, Advanced Light Helicop-
férs high-powered weaponry,

d several other security sys-
‘téms with adequate ground
Hd port, he said. In addition to

Cg stations along the western
“¢oast, the Government planned
tb have five boat stations to act

%5 a buffer force.
““Mr. Fernandes said the in-
Vasion of subversive elements

m the seas was causing wor-

to global economies, as they
fiidulged in narcotics smug-

mg, gun-running, piracy and
ther illegal activities. This had
%ven rise to global cooperation
coastal security management
through the CGs of different
cbuntries. India was a party to
the global understanding.
About 200 ships passed
through the Indian waters ev-
eryday and they needed to be
protected.

Mr. Fernandes advised man-
ufacturers and suppliers of
maritime systems and vessels
to ensure timely delivery of
equipment, as it would bring
down cost escalation and help
save additional expenditure by
the exchequer and additional
tax burden on the people. He
urged them to explore the glob-
al market for demands from
other maritime countries. This
would help improve maritime
facilities on the home front too.

Appreciating the CG for be-
ing technology savvy, Mr. Fer-

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes (second from left), at the induction ceremony of the
new Coast Guard patrol vessel, Sarojini Naidu, In Mangalore on Monday. — PTI

nandes said Sarojini
Naidu-FPV was the first vessel
in its class to have the jet pro-
pulsion system for navigation
as well as for changing direc-
tion at a maximum speed of 35
knots. The ship increased the
capabilities of the force in
many ways, including those of
interception, search, and res-
cue operations, security to off-
shore installations, and
assistance to the Navy during
wartime.

On the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L. K. Advani’s statement
that Bangladesh was the “bed
of subversive elements,” Mr.
Fernandes said reports were
being studied closely but it was
premature to conclude that
“groups within that country are
backed by the government
there.” New Delhi needed more
evidence and information,
which would be for the intelli-
gence agencies to provide, he
told presspersons after dedicat-
ing the CG vessel.

Questioned about the series
of accidents involving Air Force

rengthened Fernandes

fighters, Mr. Fernandes said the
country needed an Advanced
Jet Trainer, which would be
procured when the need was
felt.

But crashes occurred due to
technical reasons. He referred
to the recent crash of the jag-
uar, and said it was one of the
finest Air Force planes.

The Director-General of the
Coast Guard, O. P. Bansal, said
the CG, which was in its silver
jubilee year, had contributed
towards deterring piracy at sea
and arresting poachers in the
Indian territorial waters, and
helped in the preservation, pro-
tection, and control of marine
pollution.

It was the national co-ordi-
nating authority for combating
oil spills at sea. And the hu-
manitarian service rendered to
seafarers had enhanced its
image.

The CG was a formidable
maritime power with 52 ships
and 42 aircraft. The assets were
managed by 700 officers and
4,600 other personnel. For ev-

—
—
——

ery seven persons manning
frontline ships and aircraft, on-
ly two were ashore to support
them.

During the Ninth Plan, the
CG had inducted two advanced
offshore patrol vessels, six hov-
ercraft, two IBS, seven Dornier
aircraft, two Chetak helicop-
ters, and one Advanced Light
Helicopter.

It was for the first time in the
past 25 years that the CG was
holding the commissioning of
any CG ship at Mangalore,
away from the Goa shipyard
where the vessel was built.

The Chairman and Managing
Director of the shipyard, Sam-
pathkumar Pillai, said the CGS
Sarojini Naidu was equipped
with three 35-knot diesel en-
gines, one main jet propulsion
thrust unit for navigation, and
three other units for changing
direction, which made the ship
fastest in its class not only for
cruising but also for turning.

A similar ship, Durgabai
Deshmukh, would be ready for
launch in March next. -
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Nov. 11: Indian intelligence has
satellite pictures of camps locat-
ed in Bangladesh of militant
groups active in the Northeast
and reports suggest Dhaka has
begun a crackdewn by rounding
up several activists.

The satellite images cannot,
however, be used as evidence to
prove Dhaka’s support for mili-
tancy in India. They are general-
ly makeshift huts, which can be
quickly dismantled and shifted
to another area, making it diffi-
cult to establish that they are
training camps for militants.

Asvindication of their stand,
enumerated by deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani last week,
intelligence agencies are citing
reports of the recent arrest of 70-
odd militants from the North-
east in the border areas of
Bangladesh. These areas were
mentioned by the director-gener-
al of the BSF in a list he handed
over to his Bangladesh counter-
part during the past fortnight.

" by Advani’

-

\

The conttoversy set rolling
statement that
Bangladesh whs harbouring mil-
itants operatirlg in the Northeast
has refused to die down despite
Dhaka’s strong denial and sum-
moning of the Indian high com-
missioner tolodge a protest. Two
chief ministers from the North-
east met Advani today to keep up
the heat on Dhaka.

This time there are no differ-
ences within the political estab-
lishment. Assam’s Congress
chief minister Tarun Gogoi
dropped a bombshell after the
meeting, saying: “Intelligence
reports available with us show
that these insurgent groups have
become more active in Bhutan
and Bangladesh.”

Gogoi also said that in recent
months Pakistan’s [SI had
stepped up its activities in the
border areas of Assam, backing
Advani up on his statement that
“al Qaida and ISI activities had
increased” after the Khaleda Zia
government took over.

Tripura chief minister

THE TELEGRAPWN
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Manik Sarkar, who belongs to
the CPM, also lent his voice to
the growing chorus of accusa-
tions against Bangladesh before
Khaleda Zia’s trip to India next
month.

Sarkar, who too met Advani,
claimed that there were 52
camps of separatists operating
from Bangladesh. He said the
“identified” camps belonged to
the banned National Liberation
Front of Tripura and the All
Tripura Tiger Force.

Among the northeastern
states, Tripura has the longest
border with Bangladesh. “We
have good neighbourly relations
with Bangladesh and the govern-
ment there should not allow its
soil to be used by insurgents and
terrorists,” Sarkar said.

Chief ministers of northeast-
ern states, long plagued by insur-
gency, hope that they have finally
got the Centre to pay attention to
their problems. They believe
that with Advani airing their
concerns, Bangladesh will be
forced to take action.
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DQ" Centre wakes up to N-E reality 57 ¢

he sooner Ulfa and Bodd militants are flushed out from

Bhutan the better, since théy are a major security risk.
Union home minister LK Advani has complained of Bhutan
not tiking “enough action” despite assurarices. The North-east
may not as yet resemble Jammu and Kashmir, but terrorist
activities in neighbouring countries are acquiring a dimension
Delhi cannot overlook. I1SI has been active in the region since
the early 1990s and the. Centre remains noncommittal. The
North-cast must be protected from the designs of
fundamentalist forces in Bangladesh. Advani has now

articulated the danger to national security and wants the world

to treat the 1SI at par with the Taliban and Al Qaeda. 18I is
fighting a proxy war and must be countered firmly. Dhaka is
harbouring militants. an allegation the Bangladesh foreign
secretary denies. Indeed, that country has kept mum about the
training camps run by the National Liberation Front of Tripura
in Bangladesh (the BSF listed several of these some time back).

No less significant was the recent haul of weaponry in
Shillong. This cache could not have been smuggled in without
the help of foreign agents, which reflects poorly on the Indian
Intelligence system. Meghalava has become a conduit for
traffic to and from B: ingladesh and bears watching. The BSF
must step up its operations and involve the locals. Equally
disturbing s the fear that has returned to grip tea gardens

because Assamese and Naga militants have stepped up their -

maintaining a protection force, Dispur has to step in to prey€nt
what the industry went through in the early 1990s.

activities. With only the big tea companies capa?f
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/ POLICE REPORT ON ANSAL PLAZA ENCOUNTER IN A WEEK

Wﬁelhl doctor éoes into hldlng

By Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI, Nov. 7. The doctor
who alleged that the “encoun-
ter” at the Ansal Plaza base-
ment here on Sunday evening
— in which two terrorists were
killed — was orchestrated has
gone into hiding despite having
been assured immediate pro-
tection by police at the instance
of the National Human Rights
Commission.

In a partial compliance re-
port, the Delhi police today told
the NHRC that they would pro-
vide adequate protection to Dr.
Hari Krishna. The complete re-
port would be submitted within
a week, the Joint Commissioner
of Police, Special Cell, Neeraj
Kumar, said.

Dr. Krishna, a cancer special-
ist and gynaecologist who has a
clinic at Greater Kailash Part-I1
in South Delhi, today told a sec-
tion of the media over phone
that police were not harassing
him and that he did not need
protection. A day earlier, his
wife had claimed that he had
left for Australia to see his ailing
son-in-law.

Dr. Krishna had claimed that
he was in the underground
parking lot of Ansal Plaza when
the “unarmed” and “crippled”
terrorists were gunned down by
plainclothes sleuths. Mr. Kumar

said police would certainly re-
cord Dr. Krishna's statement.
To substantiate its claim that
the shootout was genuine, the
Special Cell is said to have
sought help from the Intelli-
gence Bureau and the Military
Intelligence.

Well-informed sources said
the agencies which were instru-
mental in providing informa-
tion to the Special Cell about
the presence of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba operatives had intensified
their efforts to establish the ter-
rorists’ identity. The mobile
phone recovered from the ter-
rorists contained three Pakista-
ni numbers.

Since the agencies had prior
information about the terror-
ists, it is said that the inputs
about their movements had
earlier been shared with the
Union Home Ministry. Reacting
to allegations about the “fake”
encounter, police said such a
view was gaining ground as no
civilian or policeman was in-
jured in the encounter.

Meanwhile, police said the
post-mortem examination of
the bodies of the terrorists —
which had been preserved for
72 hours — would be conducted
only after clearance from the
Home Ministry.

In a related development, po-

lice have found that the Maruti
car used by the terrorists be-
longed to Mohammad Gulrez
Baqur, a resident of Tilak Nagar
in West Delhi. He told police
that he had bought the vehicle
from Lucknow in February and
it was stolen from outside his
house on July 22.

Mr. Gulrez, who works in a
software consultancy firm, re-
ported the matter to police, but
an FIR could not be registered
as, according to the Deputy
Commissioner of Police, West
Delhi, Deependra Pathak, he
could not give the chassis num-
ber and other details of the car.

See also Page 11

Jaitley defends police action

By Our Special Correspondent

tails to the National Human Rights Commission

NEW DELHI, NOV. 7. The Bharatiya Janata Party to-
day rose to the defence of the Dethi police whose
version of the Sunday encounter in which two
militants were killed at a shopping mall here has
been challenged. “The police have done a com-
mendable job in liquidating the militants. They
(militants) were armed ... police have given their
identity as Pakistani nationals,” the BJP general
secretary, Arun Jaitley, told correspondents here.

The police information was that the militants
would pick out soft targets on Diwali eve. In fact,
police had chosen a place to engage the militants
where civilian casualties could be avoided.

Mr. Jaitley said police must furnish all the de-

(NHRC) which had asked for a report. The NHRC
yesterday issued a notice to the Delhi police fol-
lowing a joint petition from Kuldip Nayar, MP,
and Praful Bidwai, journalist, in which they sub-
mitted that going by media reports, the incident
had all the trappings of a ‘‘fake encounter”.

Mr. Jaitley said that those who petitioned the
NHRC must do so on the basis of hard facts rather
than on the basis of “unverified statements’.
“When important persons lend their names to
discredit the security agencies, particularly when
security agencies have succeeded in saving in-
nocent civilians from terrorists, they must be sure
of their facts,” he said.
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TKhaleda govt under attack

over al Qai_da, ISIT

Advaniin

terror chL
at Dhaka

|

OUR BUREAU

Nov. 7: For the first time in re-
cent memory, a leading member
of the Indian administration has
lifted a finger of accusation at
neighbouring Bangladesh as a
shelter for terrorists.

Risking a possible diplomatic
spat with Dhaka, deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani was quot-
ed by PTI as saying at Bhiwani in
Haryana today: ‘After the
change of government in
Bangladesh, there has been an
increase in the activities of al
Qaida and ISI there.”

The statement could evoke an
angry response from the Khale-
da Zia regime in Dhaka, which
recently had to fend off allega-
tions made in an American news
magazine that al Qaida activists
had fled to Bangladesh by ship.

“Irrespective of foreign poli-
cy compulsions, one should not
be supportive of terrorism any-
where in the world,” Advani said
in a reference to Pakistan and its
intelligence agency, the ISI.

He regretted that the interna-
tional community had not recog-

terrorism and urged that it be
t 2d the same way as the Tal-
1ban and al Qaida.

nised the ISI as a major source of

9@d ani’s description of the
ISI as a terrorist outfit goes far-
ther than the terminology thus
far used by Delhi, but it is his at-
tack on the Dhaka government
that is being seen as more signif-
icant.

Asked whether Dhaka s sup-
port for militants was covert or
overt, he said: “Covert. All insur-
gent groups of the Northeast are
getting refuge there.”

In the past, the government
has accused the ISI of fomenting
militancy inthe Northeast and
both Advani and chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee have
expressed concern over its grow-
ing activities in Bengal. Many of
these states share a border with
Bangladesh.

At a meeting of the
Bangladesh “Riflés and India’s
BSF last week, Delhi had raised
the issue of insurgent camps op-
erating from Bangladesh in the
Northeast.

The BDR chief refuted the
charge and the Indian 8ide j
now expected to gj to

Bangladesh a list of the camps
and their locations.

Advani’s harsh words could
well signal a change of thinking
in Delhi, which has always treat-
ed Dhaka with a soft hand.

g1
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Protect Ansal wi tnegs,

TiMes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Concerned about the
safety of an eye-witness, Hari Kr-
ishna, who has claimed that the two
men Kkilled in an ‘encounter’ at
Ansal Plaza last week were un-
armed, the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on Wednesday
. directed the Delhi police to provide
“immediate and adequate protec-
tion” to Dr Krishna and his family.
Acting on petitions submitted by
Rajya Sabha MP Kuldip Nayar and
others which raise doubts about the
police version of the ‘encounter’,
the NHRC also issued urgent no-
tices to Delhi police commissioner
R.S. Gupta, DCP Ashok Chand and
ACP Rajbir Singh.
Mr Krishna, who said he was an

9.9 61y

eye- w1tness to the shootout, had al-
leged in an interview to a newspga-
per that the two men gunned do
by the police in the basement of
Ansal Plaza last Saturday could
“barely walk” and were unarmed.
The police had said that the duo
were armed with two Chinese re-
volvers and an AK-56 and had
opened fire on a police team which
happened to be in the basement on
the basis of a “tip-off”.

Mr Krishna, who said he was in
the basement with his wife and son,
claimed no gunfight took place and
that it was the police which did all
the firing. He also said that as a
medical practitioner, it seemed to
him as if the two alleged terrorists
had not slept for several days or had
taken sleeping pills.

rges NHRC

Mr Nayar pointed to Mr Krish-
na’s account and other media re-
ports and requested the NHRC to in-
stitute a full inquiry into the matter.
Alleging that the “entire operation
has all the trappings of a staged en-
counter”, he also said there was “re-
liable information” that Mr Krish-
na was missing from his residence.
In its order, the NHRC said its di-
rector general (investigation) would
be interacting with the police chief
to ensure that Mr Krishna was pro-
vided the protection needed.

The South Asia Human Rights
Documentation Centre has urged
that the post-mortem be conducted
“in full conformity” with NHRC
guidelines.

@ See Edit: Shot in the Dark, Page 14
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Day of

Jaguar '
rams
into

homes

OUR BUREAU

Nov. 5: A Jaguar fighter aircraft
of the Indian Air Force today pl-
oughed into houses near the Am-
bala airfield, killing at least five
persons and seriously injuring
the pilot.

The toll could rise because a
number of people are said to be
trapped inside the two houses
that were damaged in Baghyal,
which is 5 km from the airfield.
IAF sources in Delhi said seven
persons have been admitted to
the military hospital in Ambala.

The bodies of a 40-year-old
woman, Lajo, and a 12-year-old
child, Bharat, have been recov-
ered from the debris of the hous-
es that collapsed after catching
fire when pieces of the aircraft
fell on them. Fragments of the
twin-engine plane were strewn
across an area of about 100 ya-
rds, eyewitnesses said.

The Jaguar is the second air-
craft from its squadron to have
crashed this year. Western Com-
mand sources said the aircraft
was nearly 24 years old and
“belonged to the 70 series tech-
nology and was going to be up-
graded soon”.

The IAF’s Ambala base is a
crucial establishment of the
force, whose 14 squadron and
5 squadron comprise the
Jaguar deep penetration strike
aircraft.

In May, Flying Officer Paliw-
al was Killed after his Jaguar co-
uld not complete a take-off and

A\

Air force personnel inspect the wreckage of the Jaguar. (AFP)

crashed metres off the runway.

At least nine IAF aircraft
have crashed this year.

Flight Lieutenant Rehani, 30,
bailed out from his plane this af-
ternoon but is reported to have
sustained spinal injuries.

An IAF spokesman said pre-
liminary reports suggest Rehani
had lost control because of a me-
chanical failure. The plane was
not stable enough for the pilot to
eject. It was just about 5 km from
the airfield and still climbing.

A pilot based in Chandigarh
said most of his colleagues have
been flying on a wing and a
prayer for the last few years.
“Over a period of time, parts like
the undercarriage and wing
roots, which take repeated
stress, as well as the air frame,
develop structural weaknesses.
These result in hairline cracks,
which can be confirmed with mi-
croscopic examination. Also,
permanent wiring around the
airframe, called ‘looms’, deterio-

rates and in several circum-
stances have resulted in short
circuits,” he said.

Investigations of several ac-
cidents, sources said, have revea-
led manufacturing defects. A
1998 classified report by then
scientific adviser to the defence
minister A.PJ. Abdul Kalam
reportedly blamed Hindustan
Aeronautics and the IAF mainte-
nance systems for poor quality
control during the manufactur-
ing and overhauling stages.

crashes: in air, on grouna

Head into tail,
courtesy rail

TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Chhapra, Nov. 5;: Can one train
ram into the behind of another?

Anything is possible in the
Indian Railways.

Divine this scene: one train
stops at a railway crossing be-
cause the guard thought some-
thing was wrong; another bears
down on it from the back; only
the lonesome gateman at the
crossing realises what is going to
happen; waving a red flag he
runs down the track to warn the
onrushing train; it doesn’t work;
he clambers up a tree and waves
the flag soine more.

Welcome to the railways’ lat-
est technological advancement:
back to the trees. It still did not
stop the Gwalior-Chhapra Ex-
press from hitting the Jansevak
Express from behind. Railway
minister Nitish Kumar is fortu-
nate that a mayhem on the scale
of the Rajdhani Express derail-
ment, in which over a hundred
people died, did not occur.

Still, one passenger was kill-
ed, four suffered grievous inju-
ries, two lost a leg and 24 got aw-
ay with minor injuries. Rudal
Majhi was the gateman who
played God for the passengers of
the two overcrowded trains.

Kumar was not so lucky that
all the accidents are taking place
in his home state Bihar — Rajd-
hani at Rafigunj and today’s
near the Riwaridhala crossing
on the Sonepur-Gorakhpur sec-
tion of Northeastern Railway
between Kopa and Tekniwas sta-
tions, about 10 km from here.

The Jansevak Express, whi-
ch runs between Amritsar and

Barauni, halted for the guard to
get off. “He was apparently told
by the driver that a vacuum pipe
which connects two compart-
ments was missing,” said Kun-
dan Krishnan, the superinten-
dent of police, Chhapra. As this
checking was going on while the
guard went over all the coaches,
the train from Gwalior hit a little
after eight this morning.

Majhi, who knew the Gwalior
train’s timing, had stepped in be-
fore that. “I saw the Gwalior
train advancing menacingly
from behind. I showed the red
flag but it did not help. Igotup a

.tree to hoist the flag so that the

driver could see it and slow
down,” said Majhi, a Dalit.

While doing this he fell on the
track, hurting his leg. “How can
1 see the loss of railway property
and men? So I got up and began
to scream. The driver of the
train suspected something
wrong. He slowed down,” Mahji
recalled.

The luggage van-cum-gua-
rd’s coach, which forms the tail
of the train, was hit. The hit
coach was torn asunder from the
rest of the train and rolled off

.the track to plunge into a canal.

Six rail employees have been
suspended: the assistant me-
chanical engineer (power) (Vara-
nasi division), area officer, the
loco inspector at Chhapra, and
the driver, assistant driver and
the guard of the Gwalior train.

A Northeastern Railway offi-
cial said the Gwalior train’s driv-
er may not have noticed the sig-
nal and overshot or there might

have been a technical fault i
flashing the signal.

THE TELEGRAPB
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-Slanging
follows f()]led

terrorist strike, N

New Delhi\Islamabad: In-
dia and Pakistan got em-
broiled in a slanging match
on Monday following Sun-
day’s unsuccessful attempt
by terrorists to strike at a
shopping mall in New Delhi.

While deputy Prime Minis-
ter L.K. Advani pointed the
finger of suspicion at Pak-
istan, saying that the two ter-
rorists slain on Sunday
hailed from the neighbour-
ing country, Islamabad hit
back saying his allegations
were “baseless and ludi-
crous” and reflected the deep
anti-Pakistani malaise of the
“Hindu fundamentalist lead-
ership”.

While his deputy took on
Islamabad, Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee ruled
out any talks with Pakistan,
asserting that it would not
serve any purpose as long as
that country fomented ter-
rorism. “Until terrorist activ-
ities continue, a dialogue
(with Pakistan) will have no
meaning,” he told reporters
before leaving on a five-day
visit for Cambodia and Laos
on Monday.

But Pakistan’s foreign of-
fice claimed that the country
itself was a victim of foreign-
sponsored terrorism and had
been in the forefront of inter-
national efforts to combat
global terrorism.

“The government of India
would be well-advised to un-
dertake impartial investiga-
tions into all such incidents
which are rooted in an unjust
and discriminatory social
and political milieu and de-
sist from pointing fingers at
Pakistan,” it said in a state-
ment.

Earlier, Mr Advani had
said, “We have been getting
inputs that our neighbouring
country does not plan to re-
duce its support to terrorist
activities. They have been fo-
cusing on such activities to
coincide with certain days
and could flare up communal
tension in the country” The
intention of the terrorists
was clear when they attacked

match

the Akshardham temple in
Gujarat to create communal
tension, he said.

He said that the two terror-
ists in Delhi belonged to the
Gujranwala and Kasur dis-
tricts of Pakistan. They were
moved to Delhi from Mumbai
and Jammu & Kashmir by
those who planned the at-
tack, he said, adding that the
duo had set up a base near
the capital to carry out a ma-
jor strike on Divali.

Delhi police commission-
er R.S. Gupta identified the
two slain terrorists as
Daoud Ali Ahmed and Izaz
Ahmed. While' Daoud
Ahmed was a native of
Bhumba Kalan village, 1zaz
Ahmed was a resident of
Gujranwala, he said.

They belonged to the
Lashkar-e-Toiba, which is
backed by the Inter-Services
Intelligence, he added. The
duo had been sent by
Lashkar’s ‘launching com-
mander’ Anzam Cheema, a
native of Bahawalpur in
Punjab province, to spear-
head terrorist operations in
India, mainly in Mumbai and
Delhi, he said.

@ See Edit: Urban Battle Zones,
Page 12
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~"MAP REVEALS PLAN FOR ATTACKS DURING DEEPAVALI

Lashkar militants shot dead

. HoA

%
By Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI, NOV. 3. Two Lashkar-
e-Taiba militants were shot
dead by personnel of the Spe-
cial Cell of Delhi police in the
underground parking lot of An-
sal Plaza, a busy shopping cen-
tre, at Hauz Khas in south Delhi
today.

A map of the capital, an
AK-56 assault rifle, two pistols
and six magazines were reco-
vered from them.

The terrorists, according to
the Joint Commissioner of Po-
lice, Special Cell, Neeraj Kumar,
were planning to attack visitors
at the busy Ansal Plaza market.
The identities of the militants
have not been established yet,
but the map recovered from
them suggested that they were
planning to target Sarojini Na-
gar in south-west Delhi, Lajpat
Nagar and the Ansal Plaza mar-
ket complex in South Delhi.

Mr. Kumar said that around a
month ago, intelligence agen-
cies had cautioned the Special
Cell of the presence of some
militants who were planning to
target busy market places dur-
ing Deepavali.

The Special Cell learnt that
the militants might target South
Extension or Ansal Plaza. How-
ever, this afternoon they got a
tip-off that the militants were
planning to target Ansal Plaza.
Subsequently, over 25 plain-
clothes men were deployed in
and around the market
complex.

Ataround 7 p.m., a white Ma-
ruti car (registration No D1L8C B
3241) entered the market com-
plex.

One of the cars which was damaged in the encounter
between the police and the militants at the Ansal Plaza in
New Delhi on Sunday. — Photo: R.V. Moorthy

The security guard at the en-
try of the two-storeyed under-
ground parking place tried to
stop the vehicle for a routine
check. However, the car forced
its way into the basement. The
terrorists parked the car near an
exit point from where they had
access to the market place
through the stairs. The Special
Cell sleuths who were deployed
there challenged them.

Sensing that they had been

{HE HINDL

surrounded, the duo whipped
out pistols from their bag and
operned fire at the police party.
The terrorists separated and
one of them ran towards the ex-
1t.

Hearing gunshots, another
police team arrived on the spot.
In the 15-minute exchange of
fire that followed, both terror-
ists were gunned down.

Satish Sharma and Ashok
Rajpal, residents of Model Town

n Delhi shoppmg mall -

in north-west Delhi, who came
down to the first flooq of the un-
derground parking lot through
an elevator, were about to enter
their car when they heard gun-
shots.

“We had no idea what was
going on. It seemed as if bullets
were being fired from various
points. 1 ran towards a pillar,
ducked and fell on the ground.
The ﬁring went on for several
minutes,” Mr. Sharma said,
adding that bullet marks could
be seen in many cars in the
parking lot.

It seems they were
Pakistanis: Advani

NEW DELHI, NOV. 3. The Deputy !

Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, to-
night said that the two terrorists

killed in the encounter at the .

shopping mall in south Delhi
seemed to be Pakistanis and
were planning to carry out the
strike at the behest of Pakistan
to trigger communal violence.
“We are waiting for the full
report. From whatever informa-
tion we have, it seems both of
them were Pakistanis,” he told

‘Aaj Tak’ when asked whether |

the nationality of the terrorists |

has been established.
“We have had intelligence in-

puts in the past few days that !
the terrorists have been told by

their masters to choose days
and places which would spark
off violence,” he said, adding
the terrorists chose Deepavali-
eve for the attack in order to
create tension.— PTI

See also Page 11
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Lt-General Nirmal Chghder Vij, who has been
appointed as the neyt Chief of Army Staff, being
offered sweets by his wife Rita in New Delhi on
Thursday.

Vij is appointed _

new army chlef
Times News NETWORK C\‘ \\

New Delhi: Lt-General Nirmal Chander Vij, who was
commissioned into the Dogra Regiment in December
1962, will be the next Chief of Army Staff. Lt-Gen Vij, the
vice-chief at present, will assume command of the 1.1
million-strong Army after Gen S. Padmanabhan retires
on December 31. He will be the twenty-first Army chief.

Lt-Gen Vij, who handled the crucial Director Gener-
al of Military Operations post during the 1999 Kargil
conflict and is currently the seniormost Lt-Gen, in
turn, will serve as the Army chief till January 31, 2005.

With India gearing up to procure advanced military
hardware and force-multipliers in the coming months,
Lt-Gen Vij will be the man responsible for modernisa-
tion of the third-largest Army in the world.

The new systems in the pipeline include the US
AN/TPQ-37 weapon-locating radars and ground sensors,
the Israeli unmanned aerial vehicles and surveillance
equipment, the Russian ;Smerch’ 300mm - multiple
launch rocket system, and the next generation of 155mm
towed and self-propelled artillery guns, among others.

Lt-Gen Vij’s elevation will lead to a major reshuffle in
the top ranks of the Army. For instance, Lt-Gen Shan-
tanu Chowdhry, chief of the Shimla-based Army train-
ing command, is likely to assume the vice-chief’s man-
tle. Lt-Gen J.J. Singh, commanding a strike corps cur-
rently, in turn, is expected to replace him in Shimla.
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—PARLIAMENT ATTACK CASE

\ \7\,/
By Ni h K
y irnimes umar k‘ O

NEW DELHI, OCT. 30. The prosecu-
tion today suffered a major set-
back in the Parliament attack
case when the Dethi High Court
ruled that the intercepts of the
telephonic conversations be-
tween the accused could not be
construed as admissible evi-
dence under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (POTA).

The four accused — Mo-
hammed Afzal and Shaukat
Hussain of the ISI-sponsored
terrorist  outfit, Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed, S.A.R. Geelani, a sus-
pended Arabic lecturer of a
Dethi University college, and
Navjot Sandhi alias Afsan Guru,
wife of Shaukat Hussain — are
facing trial in the Court of the
Special Judge, S.N. Dhingra, in
the Patiala House courts here.

Shaukat Hussain, his wife
and Geelani had gone on appeal
against an order by the Special
Judge who had disallowed their
plea that the intercepts could
not be taken on record as ad-
missible evidence as the same
had been done without follow-
ing the procedures laid down
under POTA.

The High Court set aside the
lower court order when the Spe-
cial Branch of the Delhi policc
i failed to produce a copy of the

Phone intercepts not
admissible evidence

~under POTA: HC

- Dp v Lt
request letter which it had sent
to the competent authority un-
der POTA seeking permission to
intercept the conversations be-
tween the accused on mobiles.

In the lower court as well, the
Special Branch had failed to
supply a copy of the request let-
ter when counsel for Geelani
asked for it.

Section 45 of POTA bars ad-
missibility of intercepts of tele-
phonic conversations as
evidence during trial unless the
accused is furnished with a
copy of the order of the compe-
tent authority accompanied .
with a copy of the application |
under which the interception is
authorised or approved. }

Referring to the provisions of | \
the Act, Justice M.A. Khan said:

“Evidence which is illegally pro- \
cured will not be admitted if the l
admissibility is prohibited by |
law.” The Special Branch had !
intercepted conversations be-
tween the accused under the
provisions of the Indian Tele-
graph Act, not in accordance
with the provisions under PO-
TA. “The prosecution cannot
fall back upon the general law of
evidence for the offence under
POTA on the strength of evi- .
dence, admissibility of which is |
forbidden by Section 45 of PO-
TA,” Justice Khan said. !
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OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT 0

New Delhi, Oct. 26: Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee today
" asked the armed forces to be

alert against the possibility of

chemical and biological wea-

" pons falling into the hands of

" “non-state actors”.

" “We must sharpen our intelli-
- gence capabilities and build up
“our defence with the armed

*  forces being an integral part of

the multi-disciplinary effort.
- {Technology has now created
chemical and biological
weapons of great diversity,
which are difficult to detect.
Many of the techniques and
weapons can fall into the hands
of non-state actors,” the Prime
Minister warned, addressing a
conference of commanders from
the armed forces today. He said
the defence and national securi-
ty apparatus should be fully pre-
pared to face these challenges.
Vajpayee stressed that the
mobilisation of troops along the
Line of Control and the interna-
tional boundary with Pakistan
had buttressed India’s position
~and convinced the world that
' Pakistan was sponsoring cross-
border terrorism. He claimed
' that the global community had
" also been told that “we would not
talk with Pakistan while the ter-
- rorists’ guns are held to our
heads. Most countries have ac-
" cepted the validity of our posi-
' tion that we can have a meaning-
- ful dialogue only if cross-border
terrorism ends”. The Prime
Minister said it was for India
and Pakistan to resolve all con-
tentious  issues, including
Jammu and Kashmir, bilaterally.
Keeping alive the speculation
over his proposed visit to Islam-
abad for the SAARC summit, Va-
ipayee urged Pakistan and the
members of the regional forum
to first decide on the agenda.
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Vajpayee

“We do not want to trivialise the
association through a summit
without substantive content. Let
us, therefore, first talk of sub-
stance before we start focusing
on dates,” he was quoted as say-
ing at the conference,

Vajpayee also referred to in-
sinuations from Islamabad that
New Delhi was not confirming
the dates for the summit and hol-
ding the regional forum hostage
to bilateral issues. According to
the officially released summary
of his speech — the proceedings
of the commanders’ conference
are out of bounds for the media
— the Prime Minister said India
has always insisted that regional
cooperation in South Asia
should not be held hostage by bi-
lateral political differences be-
tween member countries.

“We have consistently advoc-
ated economic cooperation and
cultural exchanges as a means of
preparing a climate conducive
for political reconciliation. But
we have reached a strange situa-
tion where every worthwhile pr-

oposal for economic cooperation |

is being systematically sabot-
aged on irrational fears and poli-
tical considerations. Then we
are told we are dragging our feet
on dates,” the release said. y

+

;

P



[ \\\\\\M\i‘ R —

-avods os
-[e ‘sopueula] 931095 I21SIUTA
DU QYL 'SeAnenIul dneut
-ofdip pue o11eud2s A11IMdaAs Y}
(0 MITAISAO UE 3ABZ ‘BUUIS JUBM
-YSex ‘I9ISIUIA SIBJY [BUIIXY
YL ‘sepuoyIne [IA1d 3yl Jo ple
3y} 01 Surwod osfe 1nq s19pioq
ay) Surpuajop A[uo jou Ul J[oi

1123 10§ asterd paAnIasap $9010§
paulie 9yl ples ay ‘WSHOLIa]
12qo18 jo anuadida ue se uelsny
-4 01 3UL1I9Joy "UMO S} UO WSl
-101191 19p10g-$S0ID 3y} Y3y 01
PeY BIpU] JBY) PIES ‘TURAPY Y "]
‘“Jarstuty awg Anda ayf
'saanieIuasaldal
pa1dofe oyl Jsuiede  sieaIyl

|Ld— "Aepimies uo 1y|a@ MaN Ul %20|g YINOS Je aIU3I3Ucd

210J9q SJOIYD 9DIAIDG 33IY} Y YHUM

Nd
dojs uejspjed |1 s)Ie} ON

/
/
1

zwspoL1d) 0} poddns

YiBap OJUI POULIOJSUBI] Ua3(
MOU pey ) pue [ ul s91epIpued
pue s1ajoa 0} Jeaiyl [edrsAyd
AU 1[9] 9H "UISLI011a] JO sodeAri
9y} U0 UONUSE [BUOHBUIAIUL
.passnooj Ardreys, pey uonest
-[iqowr Areyruar duof-yruow-01
Ayl pIes IDISIUIN swild 9y,
[ Sutpnpout

,SISpUBLLILLIOD PAUIGUIOD 3Y}

‘safedfep ueyag jeyy ‘19)siuliy awilid 9yl

‘WaY} U3aM)aq SATISS] [[& dA[0SAI
o} 1919801 1S O} uelspjed pue
eIpU[ 10} SI }1 ‘WISHI0LIa) Iaploq
-ss0I> dois 01 uelsp{ed 901900
10 apensiad o1 19y 1ay1adon
aW0d pINoys pHom ayl 3[IYM,,
'siseq [eidlelq e uo wajqoid
oy BUIA[OSaI UO ULIY Sem eIp
-uf yer Iead 11 opew aakedlep
I ‘TIWySeY pue NUWWE[ Ul Wsk
-101191 jJo wajqoid 3yl jo Jjusw
-agpamouor s, Qrunuwuwod
[eUOIIBUIAIUT BY} WIOI} LIOJUI0D
MmeIp pnoo erpuj ysnoyg,
"913Y $3210] pauLIe
93Uyl JO 9OUIIdJUOD SIdPURL
-UI0d paulquIod 3y} 3UlssaIppe
sem  8H  ,SPU?  WSHOI
131 19p10g-$5010 JI A[uo andof
-eIp [NJ3UIUE3W B SARY UBD M
1ey) uonrsod Ino jo ANpIea ay
pardoooe aaey $aLIIUNOD ISON
‘speay Ino o) p[ay are sungd sist
-101191 91} 2{Iym ueIsped Yim
j[el Jou p[nom am, -Aunuw
WD [RUOTIBUIdIUL 91 AG pajeId
-a1dde uaaq pey apnime s e1puj
1Ry} poulejufewl puB WSTIOLIS)
01 1toddns su paddols ueisp
-ed {[I} $yjE1 BUNBHIUT INO PajnI
‘dakedlep IBYyag [B1Y ‘I19ISTUIA
ol ayl'ez ‘120 ‘1H13d MaN

juspuodsario) fepads mQ Ag

72



APV
/l{ragmatlc, _prudent
AW Non-militar;fvogflow-up required 67(1%

T decision to initiate a calibrated disengagement — for
that is what the official term “redeployment” would
mean — along the Indo-Pak border is to be commended. It
was not an easy one given Pakistan’s token efforts, at best, to
contain cross-border terrorism, yet it reflects India’s capacity
to modify its responses in accordance with changing
realities, the hallmark of a mature nation. An early
indication of the move’s success was Pakistan announcing a
matching withdrawal, and international appreciation of a
potential lowering of tensions. There will, obviously, be no
pull-back from the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir
and even along the international border in Punjab,
Rajasthan and Gujarat an adequate presence will be
maintained to guarantee national security. Armoured
formations and heavy artillery will probably be the first to be
pulled back, the strike corps may follow but the defensive
echelons remain firmly in place. A return of the troops to
their standard peacetime dispositions would be undertaken
progressively, depending on what happens next. Sure there
will be some diehards, mostly within the sangh parivar, who
will accuse the government of backing down, their
protestations must be ignored as being ignorant.

What is important is that India ensures that non-military
pressure continues to be applied on Pakistan to abandon use
of terrorism as an instrument of state policy. The unilateral
Indian de-escalation must be used to impress the
international community that it has to fulfil its promises of
keeping Pakistan in check and hold Pervez Musharraf to his
word — if experience shows his word falls short. India has,
in fact, created the space in which such pressure can be
intensified. It does not mean that India will rush to the
negotiating table; on the contrary refusal to revive the
dialogue until cross-border terrorism ceases becomes more
justified. It is now for Pakistan to respond, and for the world.
to assess that response. '

On a more realistic front, it would be necessary to accept
that the post 13-December deployment served its purpose by
drawing international and regional attention to the potential
for trouble that Pakistan was creating by equating terrorists
with freedom fighters. No further gains were likely to
accrue; the soldiers were due a stint of rest if only to have
them better prepared for future tasks. Our forces — the
army in particular — have done their job with customary
dedication and professionalism. To sustain the forward
deployment was no longer cost-effective, and India would
derive much comfort from the fact that its economy was able
to absorb the financial burden of Operation Parakram better
than Pakistan’s.

There is still be a lot of work ahead. Apart from the
diplomatic offensive to be launched, out there on the
frontline there are minefields to clear, ammunition dumps to
shift, roads and bridges restored to civilian use. For
while the soldiers who were deployed in the operation
might get a special medal for the job, equally heroic are the
villagers who chgerfully abandoned their way of life for
over ten monthS. Their fields remained fallow during the
kharif, hopefylly some of them will be able to put down
the rabi.
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NEW DELHT’S DECISION to withdraw the army
from forward locations on the border with Pa-
kistan, where it has been deployed since De-
cember last year, is a positive development
although it will be a while before it is fully im-
plemented on the ground. The Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes, has claimed that the
decision by the Cabinet Committee on Security
{CCS) was based on a cost-benefit analysis,
conducted by the National Security Advisory
Board and submitted to the National Security
Council, that the disadvantages of the contin-
ued deployment far outweighed the advantag-
es. This statement is however not sufficient to
dispel the impression that sustained pressure
from the U.S. and other interested third parties
formed a substantial part of the inputs that
went into the decisioﬁ)l‘ he successful comple-
tion of the election in Jammu and Kashmir pro-
vided the Cabinet with sufficient wriggle room
to extricate itself from a position which New
Delhi should have suo motu recognised as an
untenable one a long time ago. Coercive diplo-
macy as practised by New Delhi had blurred its
own case as to which was the aggrieved party
and which the belligerent. Instead of fully utilis-
ing the potential to focus global attention on
the terrorist threat that it faces, New Delhi had
caused international diplomatic energies to be
frittered away in efforts to block armed conflict
between two nuclear-armed adversaries. Inter-
national consternation was further compound-
ed when New Delhi did not heed the
opportunities that it had to de-escalate and did
not seem to appreciate that there were limits
both to the quantum of third party pressure
that could be applied and the results it could
achieve. If, at the end of the day, cross-border
infiltration has only been reduced and not elim-
inated the question that naturally arises is
whether this outcome could not have been
wrought through a more effective and creative
deployment of the diplomatic energies that
were dissipated in dealing with the concerns

e e
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" TOWARDS DE-ESCALATION g

raised by the forward deployment.

Islamabad has declared that it would make a
positive and timely response. Once Pakistan too
withdraws its troops from positions close to the
border there should be a reduction of the ten-
sions that have stayed at intolerable levels. Both
armies will continue in a state of proximate hos-
tility along the Line of Control but this situation
is not outside the norm. Since the intent to de-
escalate has already been signalled, the logical
next step would be to revive full diplomatic rela-
tions and initiate other confidence building
measures. A resumption of the dialogue to re-
solve all outstanding issues ought to follow
without undue delay. While India’s concerns
about cross-border terrorism are not unwar-
ranted, New Delhi must recognise that it needs
to address other dimensions of the Kashmir sit-
uation besides the military or security related
aspects. Militancy in the valley cannot be com-
prehensively and effectively brought to an end
until and unless the people are persuaded to
believe they have reason to rally to India's
cause. They will do so only when New Delhi
uses the opportunity created by the successful
elections to the State Assembly to allow for the
re-establishment of good governance at the lo-
cal level and thereby reaffirm the moral author-
ity of the Indian state.

The manner in which the personnel of the
Indian army were exposed to a high-tension sit-
uation throughout the summer months with
hardly a break and on the basis of fuzzy politics
also needs to be addressed. Besides the financial
costs, which have not been disclosed but must
be substantial, this deployment has exposed the
troops to wear and tear and blunted the prepa-
redness of the army. There is a need for the
public and responsible sections of the political
class to seriously examine the process whereby
a Government shifts an expensive war machine
into battle-ready mode without adequate
thought and then keeps it deployed in a state of
high readiness beyond the dictates of all logic.
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Govt. orders withdrawal

s Of troop

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, ocT. 16. The Govern-
ment tonight decided to with-
draw troops posted in forward
locations on the International
Border (IB) with Pakistan, thus
ending the longest and heaviest
deployment of troops in battle-
ready mode since Independ-
ence. The deployment along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir would
continue. This was decided by
the Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity (CCS) at a 90-minute
meeting chaired by the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee.

However, there was no ques-
tion of breaking diplomatic
bread with Islamabad till it
stopped supporting terrorism
on Indian territory, the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes,
told presspersons. “We don’t
interact with Pakistan. There is
no question of a dialogue with
Pakistan as long as it supports
terrorism,” he said when asked
if the Government expected Pa-
kistan to reciprocate the
gesture.

This is the third major step
taken by India in the last few
months to de-escalate tension
with Pakistan. Warships were
withdrawn from forward loca-
tions in the Arabian Sea in May
and before that over-flight
curbs on Pakistan planes were
lifted. While the Pakistani Navy
is too small to merit a mention,
Islamabad has continued with
the curbs on Indian planes fly-
ing over Pakistan.

The CCS decided to withdraw
the troops following an interac-
tion earlier in the day between
the National Security Advisory
Board (NSAB) and the National
Security Council (NSC), which
is also chaired by the Prime
Minister. Basing its recommen-
dations on a ‘cost-benefit anal-
ysis’ concluded last week, the
NSAB told the NSC that contin-
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The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, at the National Security Advisory Board meeting
in New Deihi on Wednesday. He is flanked by the Defence Minister, George Fernandes,
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, the National Security Adviser, Brajesh Mishra,

and the External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

ued full-scale deployment may
not be the best option. The NSC
was also treated to a ‘major’
presentation — by the former
Chief of Army Staff, V.P. Malik
— on the consequences of con-
tinued forward deployment.
Talking to The Hindu, Gen.
Malik said there was total con-
sensus in the NSAB against
keeping the troops on a state of
permanent alert as it was im-
pairing their fighting ability.
The NSAB document said the
disadvantages of keeping the
troops posted on the border far
outweighed the advantages.
Mr. Fernandes maintained
that the decision was based en-
tirely on the country’s security
considerations, refuting sug-
gestions that this step was taken
under pressure from the inter-
national community. “The
United States has never been a
factor in our taking decisions.”
The CCS, at its meeting,
noted that troops had been
asked to redeploy from posi-

tions on the International Bor-
der with Pakistan without
impairing their capacity to re-
spond decisively to any emer-
gency. There would be no
lowering of the vigil in Jammu
and Kashmir, it resolved.

The CCS placed on record
and acknowledged its whole-
hearted appreciation of the
conduct of the armed forces.
The successful completion of
the elections in Jammu and
Kashmir capped their achieve-
ments, noted the resolution.

A CCS statement sought to
convey the impression that “as
the armed forces have, with
great distinction, achieved the
objectives assigned to them,
thus upholding all the tradi-
tions of the Indian military,
they now be asked to redeploy”.
But given the evidence on the
ground, there was no doubt that
the withdrawal was unilateral.
The decision was taken due to
evidence of erosion in the fight-
ing ability of the armed forces

AREI T T

and the heavy burden imposed |

on the exchequer without con-
comitant gains — political or
tactical.

Flanked by the Defence Secre-

tary, Subir Datta, Mr. Fernandes |

asserted that forward deploy-
ment had achieved its objective,
which was “to act on the orders

|

that would be given and secure

the frontiers which were being
threatened. They have done
their job.” When asked repeat-
edly about the timeframe in
which the “redeployment”
would take place, the Minister
said the onus was now on the
three service chiefs. Mr. Fer-
nandes declined to field queries
on the costs incurred so far, say-
ing they were still being tabulat-
ed.

The Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, the Union Finance
Minister, Jaswant Singh, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha, the three service chiefs
and otRer Senior officials attend-
ed the CCS meeting
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The National Security Council and the Na-
tional Security Advisory Board are to meet
tomorrow to consider continuing the mobili-
sation of armed forces on the border. The
mobilisation of the forces was ordered in the
wake of the attack on Parliament. Unfortu-
nately, the government has not explained to
the country in a coherent policy document
the strategic logic behind the mobilisation.
Therefore, there has been considerabie
adverse criticism about the mobilisation.

The Indian strategic posture vis-a-vis
Pakistan which has become the epicentre of
international terrorism has as its core the
border mobilisation. It must now take into
account the latest developments in Pakistan
and also the likely rise in tension in West
Asia which will have a bearing on the
subcontinent. The situation in Pakistan
following the elections can only be consi-
dered to have deteriorated. While the Taliban
has been driven out of Afghanistan, two
Pakistani provinces have now become
Talibanised. The North West Frontier
Province, adjacent to Kashmir, is likely to
have a government of the

K Subrahmanyam

W Talk First, De-

oo\
escalate Later '

compelled Washington to put pressure on
Pakistan and General Musharraf’s January
12 speech and his assurances of June 6 were
the direct results of this pressure. Others
question the direct linkage between the two.
Even some of those who accept the first view
raise questions on the continued viability
of the mobilisation posture and its cost-
effectiveness. There are complaints that the
army has not been given a clear mission and,
consequently, it has not been able to adjust
itself to deployments for long periods in
terrains and climatic conditions which vary
from the Rann of Kutch to Siachen.

In the light of developments in Pakistan
the war against terrorism with Pakistan as
the epicentre is going to be a prolonged one
and there are many uncertainties in the near
future. The most appropriate strategy to deal
with this situation in conformity with the
global strategy against terrorism is one
of containment of Pakistan — politically,
militarily and economically. Pakistan has
contained itself politically because of its
own policy of terrorism. In the West, the US
and the international security force in
Afghanistan is containing it militarily and

their task is likely to

Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal
(MMA) with its declared
sympathies for Al-Qaida
and the Taliban. The com-
ing to power of extremists
in the two provinces is
clear evidence that Gener-
al Musharraf is either un-
able or unwilling to count-
er and neutralise terrorist

IN BRIEF

@ India’s troop mobilisation
was for containment,
not hostilities

® Election results in Pakistan
have been a victory for
jehadi elements

become more difficult with
the MMA coming to power
in NWFP and Baluchistan.
India has to keep up the
containment in the East. In
addition, Washington has
to be persuaded to make
the economic containment
more effective in the light
of its reverses in the

elements in his country.
The war against terror-
ism has had a serious setback. If, at this
stage, the tension in West Asia is to rise, it
could trigger off greater terrorist activity by
pro-Al-Qaida and pro-Taliban elements in
Pakistan which could spill over into India.
While General Musharraf may try to
persuade Washington that the election
results have made him more indispensable
in the US war against terrorism, they have
also increased his vulnerability. The rising
anti-American feeling in Pakistan so clearly
demonstrated in the elections has made the
country increasingly unstable. In these
circumstances, the internal dynamics
within the Pakistani army leadership will
need to be watched carefully. It may not be
prudent to rely on the continuance of
General Musharraf in power. India’s
forward deployment of forces has led to
similar deployment by the Pakistani forces
compelling their corps commanders and
their troops to be preoccupied with this. The
potential for corps commanders to contem-
plate action against General Musharraf in
an unstable situation is curbed to that extent.
In that sense, it is an insurance for him.
The effect of the Indian mobilisation has
been interpreted in different ways by strate-
gic commentators in India and abroad. One
widely held view is that the mobilisation

| g

war against terrorism in
the recent elections.

Therefore, this is not the time for New
Delhi to relax its military containment
posture. India should offer to have a discus-
sion at the political (but not summit),
diplomatic and military levels about de-
escalation in the light of new developments
in Pakistan where General Musharraf has
suffered a serious blow in his proclaimed
efforts to fight terrorism. There has to be a
careful assessment of the current and likely
future situation in Pakistan following the
victory of the jehadi elements. Though the
assessment has to be made independently by
New Delhi, US inputs would be useful.

If the armed forces are clearly informed
that this deployment is for containment and
not at this stage preparation for hostilities,
they would adjust themselves and take all
necessary steps to reduce the hardships
to the troops. In these circumstances, a
proactive approach will be to carry out an
assessment of the Pakistani situation, offer
to open a dialogue with Islamabad on de-
escalation in the light of the post-election
developments and to sustain the contain-
ment deployment of our forces. A unilateral
announcement of de-escalation in deploy-
ment will reduce our leverage vis-a-vis the
international community and Pakistan and
come in the way of a containment strategy.
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cgs clears purc

h\a{se of ‘vital

" vt odefence equipment’

By Our Special Correspoypdent

NEW DEWMI, 0CT. 5. The Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS)
today cleared the
procurement of “certain vital
defence-related equipment”
and reviewed the security
scenario against the backdrop
of ongoing elections in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Briefing newsmen, the
External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, declined to
detail the equipment
purchase cleared during the
90-minute meeting.

However, informed
reasoning in the light of the
recent statements by the
Defence Minister and the
Indian Air Force chief points
to the approval to purchase
advanced jet trainers (AJT),
most probably from the
United Kingdom.

The decision comes days

before the IAF is scheduled to
celebrate its 71st anniversary.

The absence of AJTs has
cost the Air Force dearly both
in terms of a large number of
young lives as well as costly
assets. The plan to procure
AJTs was finalised in the mid-
Eighties but inter-corporate
rivalry among armament
manufacturers and lack of
political rivalry have led to
successive Governments
failing to seal a decision.

The meeting, also attended
by the three service chiefs,
reviewed a massive housing
project in progress for the
armed forces and improving
the communication network
of the Army.

“We had some defence-
related procurement decision
to be taken which the CCS
has taken. I can’t go into
details. One way or the other,
I am not in a position to

¥

%

respond,” said Mr. Sinha
when asked whether the
British Aerospace’s Hawk AJT
was the defence-related
procurement in question. He
maintained that the alleged
“air dropping” incident in
West Bengal was not listed on
the agenda.

The Minister was more
forthcoming on the review of
the regional security scenario,
which basically means the
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir. With polling over
for a bulk of the seats to the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly, the Central
Government was in a self-
congratulatory disposition.

The CCS noted with “great -

satisfaction the fact that
despite all efforts to the
contrary, people of the State
responded splendidly to the
democratic process. The large
turnout of voters in the first

o boh

“ny

UL

three of the four phases has
been noted with great
satisfaction by the
Government”'.

“We used the opportunity
to discuss the overall security
scenario in the region. No
decisions have been taken but
an overall review has been
carried out,” said Mr. Sinha,

The CCS meeting took

. place just before the Defence

Minister leaves for Oman and
the Prime Minister,
accompanied by the External
Affairs Minister, departs for
Europe. Besides these three
prominent members of the
Union Cabinet, others who
attended the meeting
included the Deputy Prime
Minister, L. K. Advani, the
Finance Minister, Jaswant
Singh, the National Security
Adviser, Brajesh Mishra, and
the Cabinet Secretary-
designate, Kamal Pande.
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1India’s short reply
t(wak N-missile

atesman Newa Setvice

ISLAMABAD/ NEW DELHI, Oct. 4. —
With Pakistan’s successful test-firing of the
medium-range surface-to-surface ballistic
missile Hatf-IV today, India too test-fired
the sophisticated short-range surface-to-air
missile Akash from the Interim Test Range
at Chandipur-on-Sea, Balasore.

Pakistan said the test was aimed at checking
the technical aspects of the “indigenously-
produced” missile, also known as Shaheen.
The Pakistani forelgn ministry spokesman,
Mr Aziz Khan, said today’s test had “nothing
to do with the Indo-Pak situation” and all
neighbouring countries were informed. India
was reportedly informed last evening through
charge de affairs Mr Sudhir Vyas.

The missile, which can carry nuclear war-
heads and hit targets within a 750 km range
(that could target several Indian cities), was
test-fired from a range on the Somyani coast.
Shaheen weighs around 6,200 kg and oper-
ates on single-stage solid propellant. It is be-
lieved to have been reversed-engineered
from the Chinese M-9 missile, probably with
Chinese technical assistance.

India successfully test-fired Akash from
the ITR at Chandipur-on-Sea at 4 p.m. to-
day. The Akash, with a range of 25 km and
payload capacny of 55 kg, can strike several
targets simultaneously. Its support systems
include the state-of-art Rajendra radar
which can keep track of 64 aircraft within 60
km. Defence officials are collecting data on

the testflight for dissemination.

Terming Pakistan’s missile test as a “fur-
ther act of irresponsibility” by Islamabad,
New Delhi today said it was not impressed
with Pakistan’s test-firing of Shaheen as it
was “clearly targeted at the forthcoming
general elections in that country”.

“As we have said before, we are not par-
ticularly impressed with these missile antics
of Pakistan... It’s well known that Pakistan’s
missiles are based on clandestinely impor-
ted material, equipment and technology,”
the foreign ministry spokesperson, Ms Nir-
upama Rao, said. The foreign secretary, Mr
Kanwal Sibal, said: “It is a provocation to
the international community because it can-
not but see in the timing and action of Paki-
stan a further act of irresponsibility.” He
said the more missiles they fire, the less
they have in their kitty.

Moscow dismissive; UK concerned
Brushing aside Pakistani claims of indigenous
missile development, a Russian arms expert
today sald Ghauri and Shaheen were “carbon
copies” of North Korean and Chinese mis-
siles, adds PTI from Moscow. On the Sha-
heen test, Russian experts said the tests
show that South Asia still remains the worl-
d’s most nuclear conflict-prone region of the
world. He said Islamabad may be working
on inter-continental ballistic missiles. Brit-
ain, too, expressed concern, saying restraint
in developing nuclear weapons was in Islam-
abad’s interests, reports PTI from London.

THE STATESHAN



Terror team on

Advani

7

traill

|

gunned dgwn

KS Dakshina Murthy
Bangalore, September 29

A TERRORIST who planned to
assassinate Deputy Prime Minis-
ter LK Advani and HRD Minister
MM Joshi was shot dead with
four associates in a pre-dawn
raid by police commandos in
Bangalore today.

Al-Mujahideen chief Imam Ali
(32) — prime accused in the RSS
office blast that killed 10 people
in Chennai nine years ago — was
tracked on Friday after his dis-
guise turned a giveaway.

As he lay low in Bangalore af-
ter escaping from Tamil Nadu
police’s custody in March, Ali’s
Iuck ran out three weeks ago
when the police intercepted one
of his mobile calls. It told them
that the terror kingpin was hid-
ing with three men and a woman
in a house at the city’'s MSR
Layout.

It also told them that all four
men had tonsured their heads
and marked their foreheads with
sandalwood to pass themselves
off as devout Hindus.

A team of city cops, posing as
vegetable vendors, began visit-
ing the neighbourhood every
day, knocking at every door and
discreetly looking out for ton-
sured men living in the same
house.

There was one house with a
“to let” sign. The owner had
asked his “Hindu” tenants to va-
cate it by October 1 because he
was unhappy at their habit of
cooking meat in the house.

That gave inspectors Subra-
manyam and Sashikala the op-
portunity for a closer ook at the
occupants. Posing as a couple
hunting for a house to rent, they
had a thorough look around the
flat accompanied by the land-
lord. Ali, ever the cautious ter-
rorist, locked himself in the

He joined Jihad Committee of
Coimbatore. Tried to kill Hindu
Munnani leader Ramagopalan
in Tiruppur in 1991

After the Babri Masjid was
demolished, tied up with
al-Umma of Coimbatore.
Travelled to J&K and PoK for
arms training.

Arrested in (995, escaped
police custody in March 2002.
Formed al-Mujahideen

chare oagainst lim

- Carried out RSS headquarters
blast on Aug 8, 1993, that
killed 10 people

# Planned to assassinate
LK Advani, MM Joshi and
VHP leader Ashok Singhal

+ Planned blasts in TN temples
to spark communal unrest

bathroom, but the cops identi-
fied some of his “friends”.

At 2 am today, a team of 45
cops from Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka surrounded the house.
They lobbed teargas shells
through the front door and the
window next to it, and then
broke the door open.

“As the militants began shoot-
ing at us through the open door.
we took cover behind the com-
pound wall a few feet away,” SP
Ashok Kumar of the STF said.
“Then we lobbed another tear-
gas shell and rushed into the
house, shooting all the time. We
found our targets and the opera-
tion was over.”

Related report on Page 7
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‘MEDIA, OTHER SECTIONS SHOULD COOPERATE’

* -Help Govt. fight
v terrorism:

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 29. As the coun-
try’s top police, intelligence and
security officials gathered today
for their annual conference
here, the spotlight was naturally
on the recent terrorist attack on
the Akshardham temple in
Gandhinagar and the current
Assembly polls in Jammu and
Kashmir.

While describing “terrorism
fuelled by religious extremism"
as the greatest threat to India’s
internal security, the Deputy
Prime Minister, LK. Advani,
said that terrorism could not be
fought only by the security
forces.

In his inaugural speech at the
three-day conference of the Di-
rector-Generals and Inspector-
Generals of Police, Mr. Advani
listed three recent develop-
ments which had drawn the
world’s attention towards ter-
rorism and internal security
problems faced by India — the
arrest of the fugitive, Abu Sa-
fem, in Lisbon, Pakistan’s ef-
forts to disrupt the Jammu and
Kashmir polis and the storming
of the Akshardham temple by
terrorists.

Seeking the full cooperation
of all sections of society, partic-
ularly the media, in the fight
against terrorism, Mr. Advani
said: “Terrorism is an evil which
the Government alone cannot
overcome.”

Mr. Advani, a former journal-
ist himself long ago, found him-
self expounding on the role of
the media in tackling terrorism,
pointing out how some of the
reports of the storming of the
Akshardham temple and the
subsequent commando oper-
ation had lacked balance.

Asking the media to be “cau-
tious and serious” in reporting
terrorist incidents, Mr. Advani
said the media should not con-

ribute to the cause of spreading
%error ngéh the terro§1nsts want

to create in the minds of the
people. “Showing shots of man-
gled corpses attract attention
but the media should also think
of the consequences as its im-
pact is far and wide,” he said.
He appeared sore at the
media for giving little impor-

=4 isina kRS g i TS
tance to the three commandos,
including one of the National
Security Guards (NSG), who had
laid down their lives in the
night-long operation at the
Akshardham temple.

Referring to the criticism by a
few newspapers who had ques-
tioned the clues worked out by
the agencies in the Akshardham
temple case, he said: “This kind
of criticism is not fair, itactsas a
dampener to the security forces.
I expect fairplay and balance in
the media reports,” he said.

Pat for security agencies

He complimented the securi-
ty agencies for providing an
early breakthrough in the case
which clearly pointed to the at-
tack “being not merely an act of
terrorism, but of cross-border
terrorism. The entire country
and the world would know the
difference between the two.”

Pointing out that the oft-
quoted charge of “intelligence
failure”” against the intelligence
agencies had become too
cliched, he said their sources
were “doing reasonably well.”
But the absence of specific in-
telligence input made it difficult
for the Government to take any
action, he said.

J&K elections

Turning to the Jammu and
Kashmir polls, Mr. Advani said
the democratic process was un-
folding in the backdrop of a
bold, sustained and successful
campaign against cross-border
terrorism. “Unlike in the late

Advan

|

80s and the 90s, what remains is
almost exclusively terrorism by
infiltrators from across the bor-
der,” he said.

The Deputy Prime Minister
said that cross-border terror-
ism, which was being pursued
as a matter of State policy and
as a strategy for proxy war by
our neighbour, had completely
changed the nature of engage-
ment.

He said Pakistan's repeated
demand for a plebiscite in Jam-
mu and Kashmir would be ne-
gated if the Assembly polls were
completed in a free, fair and
participatory manner.

“The concern shown by the
western nations underlines the
importance they attach to the
elections and it has even been
realised by Pakistan whose pri-
mary aim was to disrupt the
elections,” Mr. Advani said.

Earlier, in his welcome ad-
dress, the Intelligence Bureau
Director, K.P. Singh, said that
incidents of violence and terror
strikes in Gujarat had shown
that there was no room for com-
placency.

Listing the achievements of
the police and security agencies
in fighting terrorism, he said
that over 2,800 terrorists had
been killed in the past one year
and human rights violations
were “minimal.”

PTI reports:

In a veiled criticism of the
Haryana Police for their role in
the arrest of the senior IPS offi-
cer, Ravi Kant Sharma, by the
Delhi Police, Mr. Advani said it
was wrong to adopt an attitude 1
of “us-versus-them.” !

“We are worried about the
criminal justice system, espe-
cially the division of police of |
two States. This reflects that :
even if an official of one State is '
arrested for some crime, the as-
sumption is that he belongs to !
us. This is very strange,” Mr. |
Advani said. :

“The media reports in the last
two days do not reflect well on |
the police department as a '
whole,” he said in an apparent .
reference to reports that Mr.
Sharma had enjoyed the sup-
port of the Haryana Police dur- |
ing his run from the Delhi
Police.

Imam Ali shot dead in Bangalore

By K.V. Subramanya

BANGALORE, SEPT. 29, A suspected ISI agent, Imam
Ali, who allegedly master- - ,
riffided the bomb blast at
3 H#LRSS headquarters in
Q™.énnai in 1993, and four
militants,  including a
woman, belonging to his
newly-floated  organisa-
tion, the Al-Mujahideen,
were killed in a pre-dawn
encounter with the Tamil
Nadu and the Karnataka
Police here on Sunday.
Claiming to be timber merchants, Ali and his
tfour associates hailing from Tamil Nadu were
.. taying in a house in Sanjaynagar police station
mits here for the past two months. They had
nned to vacate the house on Monday.

.n the basis of intelligence gathered by the -

nil Nadu Police, the Tamil Nadu STF com-
v 2indos and the Bangalore City Armed Reserve
personnel swooped on the house around 2 a.m.
To incapacitate the militants, police lobbed a
teargas shell into the house through a window
and then stormed it.

The militants, armed with an AK-47 rifle, a
country-made revolver and a pistol, refused to

surrender and fired at police. When the comman-
dos retaliated, the five militants were injured
They were rushed to the M.S. Ramaiah Hospita.
where all of them were declared brought dead, ,
the Bangalore City Commissioner of Police, H.T. |
Sangliana, told presspersons. Fourteen Tamil Na-
du policemen suffered minor injuries. ,J

The others killed are Manga Basheer alias An
war (35) of Tirunelveli, Mohammed Ibrahim (28)
Seeniyappa alias Saifullah (30) and his wife, Yas | ¢
meen (30), all from Madurai district. !

Preliminary investigations and telephone in-
tercepts revealed that the group had planned to
assassinate the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, the Union Human Resource Development
Minister, Murli Manohar Joshi, and the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad leader, Ashok Singhal. Ali’s grou p
had hatched a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. Josh
and Mr. Singhal at Allahabad in July 2002.

On Saturday, the gang had tried to kill the Ta
mil Nadu Additional Director-General of Polic.
{(Administration), K.V.S. Moorthy, in Chennai
and a businessman in Bangalore. As Mr. Moorthy
was escorted by an armed constable, they aban-
doned their plan.

Tt is said that the gang was nursing a grudg
against Mr. Moorthy, who was earlier IGP (Pris
ons). It had also planned to vandalise temples in
Tamil Nadu and Bangalore.

e TR



\

\

" S3VTAOU NI POY0OO] A3,
‘pres 8y ,,‘Joej UJ,, "SIUBHIW o
-Peaap,, £q aq 01 1eadde JoU pPIp SI
-9¥oe)3e 9y} Buides Jo JuaIxXa Y}

0} 3U03 sey J1891Jj0 J0IUSS Y
"10ds 81 payoeal
sotjod aeye opdoed oy 08
-Ie} Jou pip osye Aay], adeoss ue
parduwaye saey 01 Jeadde onp sy}
PIp J9YIIBN "UaYe] a.18m Sa8elsoy
ou jey; s1 AoueSe Jurjednisea

-ur a8y} papjjeq sey jeym ;g
‘ade1soy a1doad ae; 01 pauued
Pey onp sy PIes pey IPoJA ‘TueA
PV 93I'T J0OI 33 0] U0 SUIqUIL[D
910J3q SIOISTA JUOS P L)

yurp o[dwd) e g samjq JI0A,

‘S[Tey uonIqIyxa a3 apIsuf
'90URIIUS 9U) SB PIAISS 1ey}
J91unoo 3133013 Y} Jou J1Xe Iy}
woJy Ing S[ey ay) paJgsajus pey
onp a1y pres wearuey ‘S10op ayl
Ppayoo1 pey ardoad asnedsq s[fey
uonIqIyxs 99yl 9y} Jaua 0)
Polle] pey sjuejIiu ayj jey) uols

-JI9A J9TLIed 81} BUTJOIpR.IIUO)
T01ISTA 9WUT}-}SJIT] AUR 92
-znd ued sAemyjed pue SI0PLIIOD
AUTYIUTIAGe] 9soym ‘xo[dwoo afd
-9} 9 UM JRI[TWE] Uda(q aARy
0} paaeadde sjuel[ru ayj pres
. Joene ISLI0LIL} A PoaloNdls
-uod%ad,, Y31u Jse 1ey) wes)

B P9l oym ‘wreatuepy ao1fod jo
TeI3Ua3-10)0341p [RUOTIIPPY
"d[ey [ed0] INOYIIM UOTS
-STUI 131} JNO PILIIR) dARY J0U
PIMod Aay} 18y} d8Aaamoy ‘pajdad
-OB 9H ", UOISSIW,, 191} 9INI8%a
01 93e1S 981} PaJajus ATUO peYy pue
SI93URI}S Yuel,, dIom SIUBII[I
0M] 9] pres Aylieaetyey)
«UeIsIed Aq
Paqoeq 2J8M SISLI0LIS) B} yey)
UOISNOU00 3} Payora.l J0U 9ARY
9M,, ‘PIBS SapuBUIad 31090
J9ISTUTW J0U9JAp ‘BUlRd U]
"pres ay ‘Teap 31q & oYL1S 0}
age)soy ardoad (0g axyel pue od

-wa} sy} aanydes o) pauueld pey
A9YL, IIWYSEY] UT 9ATIOE 1IJINO
ue ‘eqro]-a-Ieyser] ayl Jo puey
3y} pa3oadsns oYy PIBsS TURAPY
Kepol mouyonry ur A[[et B 1y
I9PI0( 9Y) SSOIIR WO}
JWIB) SJURIITW 8Y) Jey} Surwie
‘uelsiyed e J98uyy ayj pejurod
ARy TPOJA eJIpUSIRN J19)STUTW
JOTYO pue TUBAPY 31T JI)STUTIA
swnad Amda( s1011 Baypoo-jsod
3y} pue 91dwid) 9y} Jo SUrUII0]S
) Usamiaq Hui] Aue Ausp 0}
sured je uaaq sey 4rg oyl ing
"S10LI 91 SUISUIAR e palUTe Sem
joene afdwa) a8y} pres pey sjuel

-IJIW Urefs ayj} jo suo jo jaxood
9} Ul punoj np.ay) ur 18118 v
‘meae(ny ur
Tedeulypues) Jeau [9)0H rueypl
-2y 1k J9jem JO 37110q e J0] pase
pey sis3uassed om) 9y} JO suo
Jey) ‘eAreyoy U NSUB 18UMO
IXe} 9y} pue I8ALID Ay} £q pe
-nbg IS1I01I8],- TIUY 9y} 0} opewr
SWIETO YIrm aulf ur st SIyl,
"PIES 30aN0s e ‘SSUI{[IY BIYpo9)
91 JO yleuladge 9y} 93UaAe 0) SY}
-NOA WISNIA [BD0] J0J UOTIEI0A0
-1d y3nous usaq asey AUl 9191}
S 39y WO] 3¢ PInoo SiueyIiua
om} a3y} Jo auQ,, .ﬁ D0] B JO Juswl

\

FHE TELEGRAPE

-9ATOAUT 9] IN0 NI 10U PIP UBA
-eyg 901j0d 18 seoanos doj Jng
‘poppe Ayliea
-_IYeYD ‘.poysiigeise AfoAls
-N[oU09,, Udsq 9By Jeae(no Jo
SIUDPTSA JoU aJam A3y3 183 108)
9} pue sjurIITIW a4} Jo AJpuopt
31 SB SIIALIP IXB)} 240w Aue gut
-uotisanb jou axe sotjod ayg,
'$91P0q 113y} payIiuapt
pey ‘axoyeyl], nley ‘xarduiod
ardwa) a1 01 onp ay3 ysnolq
PeY oym J9ALID IXe} 9} PIES
9H "..SI83UBHIS JUBd,, 3Jom SJUEB]
-1W 93 181} WIETO [eTO1JO 1]} pa
pmwa& ToAIMOY AULIBARINRYD

CEP oMy

49

"M 9o110d O [RIoUS8-10303J1Q
“Pres 8y, 19p1oq 8oy}
$S0JI0B W01} JO STITWYsey] aq 0}
U39S JOU PIP SPUBIITIW 91]} ‘FoUe

-Teadde Jr9y) WOJ] UDdAH,,
«[B20],, 8q 0} paTeadde
pue nerensn suryeads sem
SI9pTe.I 0M) 3} JO U0 Pres Ae
-po1 92anos paderd-ATysiy e ‘st
-uejsfed Aq Ino poLiIe) sem
yoepe opduwia] wuedereurur
-BMG 9] JeY) U] JUSUIUIIA
-03 31} SINGDI JEY) UOT)B[IAX
e Uy :8g "1das ‘peqepdurqy

INAANOdSTRRI0D 4N0

mw:w _,=mv




Temple terrorists

My

were

Two detained for hiring

Pakistanis’

wans may have fired

out car to attackers s shots in the dark

p \ TiMEs NEws NETWORK q, \)Q)

A l}nedabad/New Delhi: The anti-terrorist
squad (ATS) on Friday detained two persons
who had reportedly rented out the white Am-
bassador car to the terrorists to reach Ak-
shardham temple even as news reports from
New Delhi suggested that the terrorist duo
had been identified as Pakistani citizens.

Leads from intelligence agencies at Jammu

i helped identify the terrorists as Mohammad

Amjad from Lahore and Hafiz Yassir from At-

| tock in Pakistan. Highly placed sources in the

i home ministry told TNN on Thursday that
they suspected the two to be opera-
tives of the Lashkar-e-Toiba.

“The reason for this suspicion is
the style of operation of the two ter-
rorists, which is similar to the one
used in the attack on parliament
house, the Jammu and Kashmir as-
sembly and similar such strikes
elsewhere in J&K,” the sources said.
They pointed out that even the
weapons used in the Akshardham
attack were similar to the ones used by the
Lashkar militants.

Taxi driver Raju Thakore and taxi owner
Mansukh Acharya walked up to the ATS on
Thursday evening to disclose that the two ter-
rorists who attacked Akshardham on Tuesday
had hired their car (GJ 1-U 2234). The taxi was
subjected to close scrutiny for leads on Friday.

According to their confession, the terror-
ists arrived by a train at Ahmedabad railway
station in Kalupur and hired their taxi to get
to Akshardham around 3 p.m. While earlier
reports suggested that they arrived by the
Howrah Express, which comes in at 3.15 p.m.,
later reports said they alighted from the Jam-
mu Tawi Express, which arrives at Ahmed-
abad at 2.05 p.m. on Tuesdays.

® Accomplices may have fled, Page 7
@ Related reports on Page 9

Ahmedabad: Some persons may have been
killed inside the Akshardham templ¢ com-
plex on Tuesday in cross-fire among con-
fused security personnel before the National
Security Guards (NSG) arrived at midnight
and took over the operation.

As a number of security agencies—CRPE,
BSF, State Commando Force (SCF), State Re-
serve Police (SRP), Rapid Action Force (RAF),
the Anti-Terrorist Squad of the state police—
tried to take on the two terrorists, there were
messages received on the police wireless sys-
tem indicating that not everything
was going according to plan.

“Don’t shoot this way, it’s us,” said
a desperate message received by a
police jeep parked outside the com-
plex at about 8.45 p.m. that day. There
were murmurs at 11.30 p.m., when a
Swaminarayan sadhu was Kkilled,
that he could have fallen to a bullet
from one of the security agencies.

Even senior SCF officials have
voiced their suspicion, though in private,
that one of their commandos killed in the op-
eration may not have died in the shower of
AK-47 fire coming from the terrorists.

In all, the SCF, SRP and the NSG lost one
member each while 11 SRP men and an NSG
commando were injured in the firing.

CRPF DIG M.M. Sharma, who was perhaps
the first officer to enter the complex with his
‘quick reaction team’, ruled out the possibil-
ity of cross-fire among the security agencies.
“There was perfect coordination. We were
carrying wireless sets of the state police and
there was constant communication,” he said.

Inspector S.R. Yadav of the SCF also ruled
out the possibility that his colieague dying of
a .303 bullet. “It was definitely AK-47 fire, I
saw it myself,” he said.

Times NEws NETWORK

»

® Source of bullets not documented, Page 7
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)(\9 " By Sandeep Dikshit

PUNE, SEPT. 27. Indian security
planners expect the ‘rules of en-
gagement' to radically change
with the induction of one of the
world’s  most  sophisticated
fighter aircraft here today.

The 10-strong fleet of “made-
for-India” Sukhoi-30 MKI put
on display at the Lohegaon air
base here has a much more so-
phisticated system than any of
its variants available in the re-
gion. This would allow the air-
craft to realise India’s security
requirements or ‘rules of en-
gagement’ in a much more opti-
mal manner, said the Chief of
Air Staff, S. Krishnaswamy, at
the induction ceremony, which
also saw the aircraft display its
awesome speed and prowess.

“In terms of sophistication, I
believe, ours are better,” main-
tained Air Chief Marshal Krish-
naswamy when asked to
compare the current crop with
the Sukhoi variants acquired by
China. “The accuracy of the
weapons delivery systems is
phenomenal. The aircraft is ve-
ry special. No other country has
such a formidable aircraft,”” he
said.

The Sukhoi-30 MKI has the
ability to accomplish standoff
firing on ground targets from a

o fa

&

‘Sukhos to give IAF décisive edge

T
59 o :

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, climbs down from
the cockpit of a Sukhoi Su-30MKI fighter jet in Pune on

Friday.

distance of 100 km. refuel in
mid-air, precision-guided capa-
bility to avoid collateral damage
and target acquisition with ad-
vanced sensors in “day and
night, fog and rain”.

The IAF chief as well as the
Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, took the “so-called de-
fence analysts” to task for
attempting to “scotch” the deal
in its infancy.

While the Air Chief Marshal
preferred a mild rebuke, Mr.
Fernandes was more direct in
his criticism of the doubters and
praise for Russia.

“The journey for Sukhoi’s in-

—AFP

duction was long. Sustained ha-
rassment of people associated
with its development was car
ried out. Questions were raised
about its appropriateness, cost,
type of weaponry and even ser-
vice life. This plane will subse:
quently be manufactured in
India and then the country will.
be a leading air power in the
world,” he said.

“I want to state without hes-
itation that the acquisition of
the plane is because of our close
ties with Russia. No country has
been able to match Russia’s
edge in areas related to securi-

ty,” he added. .
/
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AW CATCHES UP WITH CRIME ON TWO CONTINENTS

Delh1 fiat to Lisbon

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 27. — New Delhi is
hammering home a message to Lisbon: if
you are against terrorism, deport Abu
Salem to India. In effect, India is telling
Portugal that an Indian national — as
Salem undoubtedly is —
accused of an act of terror,
i.e. the Bombay blasts,
should not and need not CHA
be put through the com- f Ar |
plicated, time-consuming
and uncertain process of
Portuguese extradition.
For, Lisbon should take 2
“political and moral deci-
sion” on this.

The message has been
agreed upon, sources
said, at the “highest lev-
els of Cabinet and law

enforcement”. The pitch is that in the

current context of “global cooperation
against terror”, Lisbon should look fa-
vourably at India’s position. India is also
bolstering its case by citing “cases” where
fugitives have been sent back by foreign
countries, including Western nations.
CBI coordinated efforts to successfully
get back Cihan Karangi and Tunkay
Alankus, accused in the urea scam case,
from Switzerland in October 1997. Ranjit

S
Singh Gill and Sukmindhe R 1ih both

wanted in terrorism cases, were handed
over by the US in May 2001. So was Daya
Singh Lahoria and Kamaljit Kaur in Jan-
uary 1997. Currently, the CBI is process-
ing three cases with the US authorities:
two on economic offences — Narender
, Rastogi ‘and JBS Bakshi
— and one on terrorism
— Harjit Singh.

Senior officials said In-
dia has asked for and re-
ceived US assurance that
Washington “will help
Delhi in obtaining a spee-
dy resolution of the case”.
That Salem is believed to
. have Al-Qaida links is also
" “helping India”.

- Officials are of the view
that though the Portuguese
' Constitution, by provisions
of Article 33 Clause 2, requires that even
deportation decisions be referred to judicial
authorities, “ways can be worked out that
the procedures for deportation become sim-
ple”. The CBI team in Lisbon is “working
on these issues”, sources said, and will
meet Portuguese authorities tomorrow.
One option being examined isx presiden-
tial commuting of sentence since the gov-
ernment “cannot tell the courts what to do
when hearing cases against Salem”.

TRE STATESMAR

Temple
clues point
to Pak

Sanjay Singh in New Delhi

Sept. 27.— An intercepted mes-
sage. and an undergarment
brand were the unusual combi-
nation of clues that provided the
first indications that the Swami-
narayan Temple assailants were
“from across the border”.
Sources said soon after the
news of NSG commandos killing
the two militants — identified as
Md Amzad Bhai of Lahore and
Hafiz Yasir of Attock — broke,
intelligence agencies intercepted
a brief message sent by an associ-
ate to their Pakistan-based com-
manders that “the mission was
accomplished as expected”. The
two militants were found to be
wearing a brand of underwear,
Gulmarg, not known in India.
Turn to page 4
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“India may have

to fight its own

war Vaj a ee

IMES NZ%ﬂETWO K AND GENClES

New Delhi: Union minister of state for home

ID. Swami hinted on
Thursday that war with
Pakistan to end cross-bor-
der terrorism was an op- |
tion while Prime Minister

Atal Behari Vajpayee said
it appeared that US pres-
sure on Pakistan was not
working and India would
have to fight its own war

against terrorism. A.B. Vajpayee

At the same time, foreign minister Yash-
want Sinha declared that India’s patience had

been “sorely tested” by the temple massacre.

Speaking to reporters in New Delhi, Mr Va-
jpayee referred-to the attack on the Akshard-
ham temple in Gandhinagar and said, “Our
soldiers have shown that militants will not

succeed in their demands.”

On the other hand, Mr Swami told re-
porters in Srinagar, “We have stated it earli-
er also to the world community and we still
maintain that all options for us are still
open.” Asked whether war was a possibility,
he said, “When I say all options are open,

don’t you think that this is an option too?

“We are not entirely dependent on the in-
ternational coalition. We are capable of solv-
ing our problems ourselves,” Mr Swami said.
He said India had been highlighting to the in-
ternational coalition the proxy war waged
from across the border for the last decade.
“We have been using diplomatic channels to
end the menace and we still have faith that
the international coalition will rise to the oc-
casion and make this world a place for

civilised people,” he said.

Speaking at Kuala Lumpur’s Institute of
Strategic and International Studies on ‘Indian
foreign policy in the new millennium’, the
minister said that ever since the Agra sum-
mit, “India has been subject to the worst form
of cross-border terrorism. It has gone on and
on and on, and we have continued to act with
restraint.” He also indicated that the temple
attackers could have been backed by Pakistan.

However, an external affairs ministry
spokesperson said in New Delhi the identity
of the temple attackers was still to be estab-
lished. She said thatPakistan’s involvement
in Tuesday’s attack was indicated because of
the “history of Pakistan’s involvement’ and
the “pattern to these attacks”. These were the

_»efisons which had made India suspiciy/(of

Pakistan’s involvement), she said.

17 SEP 203



HE SILIGURI CORRIDOR

The Most Important Geo-strategic Feature In India

little notion at the time when
, he was demarcating the In-
dia-Pakistan boundary that he
would create an apriorism in the
eastern segment of the subcon-
tinent that would one day lead to a
tinder box of huge concern to In-
dia. A tract of land measuring
some 80 km by 40 km situated in
the northern part of West Bengal
has today become the hub of ter-
rorist traffic flowing through a
wide regional arc, a hub that
begets the involvement of as many
as four nations namely, India,
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal,
with a fifth one China, viewing the
scene from a vantage point.

Cyril Radcliffe perhaps had

Calamity waiting to happen

This tract is commonly known
as the Siliguri Corridor. This
corridor can claim to be the most
important geo-strategic feature in
the whole of India. Typically, we
have only been paying lip service
to this feature year after year,
concentrating our mite on Kash-
mir instead. Consequently, the
Siliguri Corridor has now erupted
in all its vitriolic form to the
detriment of West Bengal in
particular and North East India in
general.

Geographically speaking, this
3,200 square-kilometre tract is
heavily wooded, leans on the
Terai, has a riverine terrain, ad-
joins a Nepal-Bihar-West Bengal-
Bhutan-Sikkim circuit, and pos-
sesses the unique characteristic of
being able to cut off the land link
between the north eastern states
and the rest of India.

All that is to be done is to
engineer road-blocks and rail
dislocations within this tract which
is quite easy due to its inherent
ground conditions. There is
considerable apprehension in
many quarters that a calamity like
this is just waiting to happen in the
near future unless we take prompt
measures to address the problems
that have caused this conster-
nation. The problems that plague
this no-man’s-land are the ULFA,
the Bodo issue, Maoists from
Nepal, and of late the Kamtapur

The author is Lt. Col. (retd.), Indian
Amy.
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By JK-DUTT
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agitation. These marauding insur-
gent groups have established a
chain with one another and the ISI
of Pakistan with its secure bases in
Bangladesh and Nepal is giving
them a ready hand in their des-
tabilising activities. India is getting
into a tighter spot every day.

In fact, India’s predicament is
somewhat like Bhutan’s. Bodo
insurgents strike their targets at
will and making full use of the

trying to talk with| the ULFA and
the Bodos but is no closer to any
settlement. These two insurgent
groups enjoy a prime advantage in
that their operating radius is
concentrated along the northern
channels of the Brahmaputra
River, conveniently adjacent to
Bhutan’s southern border with
Assam. '

Nepal's Maoists find it expe-

“dient to use the Siliguri Corridor

geography, flee across to Bhutan
where they have set up well-
organised camps.

Union Territory status

Thimpu finds it difficult to take
strong military action against
these camps lest the insurgent
groups react by destroying the
Himalayan kingdom’s physical
communication system -— prima-
rily roads — and cause Bhutan’s

trans country movement to come
to a grinding halt. Roadways,.

through which Bhutan verily
survives, have a built in high-risk
ingredient in the absence of any
alternative mode like railways.
Hence no government wants to
jeopardise its national lifeline.
Thimpu has been stoically nego-
tiating with the insurgents, asking
them time and again to vacate
Bhutan's soil but to little avail. On
a parallel, India too has been

for trans border movement. If as
reported they are getting help
from China, suggested by their
penchant for Mao Ze Dong and
his ideology, then such help can be
very easily infiltrated through the
strategic Chumbi Valley which lies
between Nepal and Bhutan, Ac-
tually, a threat perception exercise
has deduced that a direct threat
does exist to the corridor via this
valley.

The Maoists have of late started
supporting the Kamtapur dissi-
dents, pushing West Bengal into
an extremely precarious situation.
It is beyond Kolkata’s pale to go it
alone hence central intervention
has become imperative.

It would be advisable for New
Delhi to declare the Siliguri Cor-
ridor as a Union Territory in view
of the heightened geo-politically
disturbing curriculum that is
increasing its sway in this part of

the country. Jalpaiguri can be its
capital. Such a central arran-
gement will give us an immediate
opportunity 1o carry out two tasks:
first, totally sanitise the corridor
with our security forces makihg
alien transgression very costly and
second — following on from the
first — cocrce the insurgent
groups that rule the roost to
come to the negotiating table.
India can ccrtainly count on a
backing in its venture by Nepal
and Bhutan but in all probability
Bangladesh will not commit for
reasons that have become obvious
after the change of government in
Dhaka.

Beacon for development

The new Union Territory will
have to go flat out for the ccono-
mic revival of its domain. There is
unlimited scope for industrial
development, waiting 1o be
tapped. Agriculture, horticulture,
sericulturc, hydroelectricity, tea,
fishery, forestry, fruit processing,
dairy produce, and tourism com-
prise the main items in this regard.
Development of industry will gen-
erate a much nccessary panacea,
employment.

As an adjunct, there has to be a
quantum incrcase in means of
physical communication. A much
larger network of road, rail,
ropeway, river transport, and air
service must be built up. Multi-
faceted infrastructure will be the
right incentive for outside inves-
tors to come in. If appropriate
action on these lines is taken by us,
the corridor will become sacro-
sanct to all people living there and
its current status as a terrorist
transit haven will change to one of
a socio-cconomically productive
rostrun.

Simultancously, educational,
cultural and social development
will also have to be undertaken.
West Bengal should have no
objection to the formation of this
new Union Territory: on the con-
trary, it should contribute what-
ever it can to make the objective
successtul.

The transformation of the Sili-
guri Corridor into a developmen-
tal cngine can be a beacon for the
other states of the region afflicted
by insurgency. including Nepal.



/FEMPLE ATTACK: Pre-planned, says Fernandes
i

(Continued from page 1)

According 10 agenoy
reports, ever since the Agra
Summit “India has been
subject to the worst form of
~ cross-border terrorism,” Mr
Sinha told the Institute of
Strategic and International
Studies (ISIS).
“It has gonc on and on and
on, and we have continued
to act with restraint,” he
said, adding that Pakistan
had also failed in it
commitment carlier this
year to halt infiltration.

Referring to Tuesday's
attack at’ the temple, Mr
Sinha said India’s “paticnce
has been sorely tested” by the
massacre and that it bore all
the hallmarks of the earlier
assaults carricd on the

Parliament and Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly building.
The defence minister, Mr
George  Fernandes.  said
much  the same in
Ahmedabad, adding that
the attack was “pre-
planned™ and similar to the
one on Parliament House,

THE T ATESHAA

Mr Yashwant Sinha and Mr George Fernandes

According to foreign
ministry  officials.  the
Americans have their own
compulsions, and Pakistan
is cooperating in their war
against Al-Qaida on the
Afghan border, allowing
them crucial intelligence-
gathering facilities.

The Americans, though
agreeing that far from ending,
infiltration across the line of
control has actually risen in
August and  September
(compared to June and July),

prefer to give the benefit of :

the doubt to General
Musharraf, suggesting that he
is taking harsh and internally
unpopular measures to curb
terrorist activity.

But given the tenor of
reactions from the gove-
rnment  after  Tuesday's
temple outrage, the Centre
is not rising to American
bait, choosing to focus Indo-
US relations on bilateral
matters and not through the
prism of Pakistan, On how (o
deal with the root causes of
terror, they differ. ‘
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AK. WAS PLANNING SOMETHING LIKE THIS: ADVANI

o Temple siege ends *

By Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR, SEPT. 25. The siege
of the Akshardham temple
complex of the Swaminarayan
sect here ended during the
small hours of today after a
night-long commando oper-
ation. The two terrorists who
stormed it on Tuesday evening
were killed.

A total of 29 devotees, includ-
ing 16 women and four chil-
dren, were killed in the terrorist
attack and 74 were injured, a
few of them seriously.

A National Security Group
commando was also killed and
one critically wounded in the
operation.

And two State police com-
mandos lost their lives while
rescuing the people trapped in
the complex before the NSG
men took position.

Though the identity of the
terrorists is still not known, it is
believed that they were mem-
bers of an unknown and pos-
sibly newly-floated
organisation, Tehrik-e-Kasas
(Movement for Revenge), Guj-
arat. This was revealed from
two unsigned letters found on
their bodies.

They were written in Urdu,
using red, blue and black ink,
and said they wanted “revenge”
for the violence against Mus-
lims in the recent Gujarat riots.

They also warned of “serious
consequences” if Muslims were
attacked again.

The Deputy Prime Minister,
L. K. Advani, who arrived in
Gandhinagar last night, visited
the Akshardham complex after
the operation. He was accom-
panied by the Gujarat Chief
Minister, Narendra Modi.

Speaking to mediapersons,

Commandos coming out of the Akshardham temple
after a ‘darshan’ at the end of their operation
on Wednesday. — Photo: Paras Shah

he, however, gave little cre-
dence to the letters and indicat-
ed that he believed the attack

was Pakistan’s handiwork.
The Pakistan President, Per-
vez Musharraf’s “unnecessary”’

PM, Sonia visit Akshardham

By Our Special Correspondent

GANDHINAGAR, SEPT. 25. The
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L. K. Advani, and the Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Sonia Gandhi, visited
the Akshardham temple com-
plex here today and called for
an end to terrorism.

Mr. Vajpayee, who cut short

i

his visit to the Maldives and
flew in directly to pay his trib-
utes to the victims of Tuesday’s
terrorist attack on the complex,
said terrorism the world over
was on its “death bed,” and reit-
erated the country’s resolve to
end the menace.

Ms. Gandhi visited the com-
plex minutes before Mr. Vaj-
payee did. She said the
Congress was with the Govern-

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, at the Akshardham
temple in Gandhinagar on Wednesday. — Photo: Paras Shah

ment in its fight against terror-
ism. Terming the good voter
turnout in Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly elections as a “stun-
ning slap on the face of Pakistan
and the world of terrorism,” Mr.
Vajpayee said the attack on the

Akshardham complex was a |,

“well-planned conspiracy”
borne out of “frustration.” In-
telligence agencies had been or-
dered to go into the attack in
detail to unearth the powers be-
hind the terrorists.

A visibly-moved Mr. Vaj-
payee, who went around the
blood-stained temple complex
and called on the patients in the
civil hospital here, declared a
special Central assistance of Rs.
50,000 to the victims in addition
to that of the State Government.

Without referring to the post-
Godhra violence, the Prime
Minister expressed concern
over violence and counter-vio-
lence in Gujarat and made an
impassioned plea to the people
to break the vicious cycle. “The
blood stains will dry but this will
ever remain a challenge to us,”
he said. .

Mr. Vajpayee, Ms. Gandhi
and Mr. Advani appreciated the
action of the commando forces
and the Gujarat Police in bring-
ing a quick end to the temple |
siege. Ms. Gandhi went around |
the complex and visited the |
hospital before calling on the [
family of Sukhadiya, a Gandhi- |
nagar district Congress leader, |
three members of whose family
were among those killed by the,

terrorists.
N

reference to Gujarat in his ad-
dress to the United Nations
General Assembly had shown
that Pakistan was planning
“something like this,” Mr. Ad-
vani said, adding that nothing
was known about the antece-
dents of the Tehrik but a thor-
ough inquiry would be held.

Congratulating the Gujarat
Police and the commando
forces for another “successful
operation” against terrorism,
Mr. Advani, however, advised
caution, saying that the killing
of the two terrorists might not’
mean an end to the problem.
There could be more terrorists
connected to the organisation
who might strike “anywhere,
anytime.”

Gaurav rath yatra
postponed

By Our Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD, SEPT. 25. The fourth
leg of the Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi's Gaurav
Rath Yatra, scheduled to start
on Saturday, has been post-
poned in view of Tuesday’s ter-
rorist attack on the
Akshardham temple complex
in Gandhinagar.

The chief convener of the ya-
tra, Jayantibhai Barot, said the
decision had been taken in def-
erence to the wishes of the
workers of the Bharatiya Janata
Party as a mark of respect to
those killed in the attack.

The rath yatra was scheduled
to start from the pilgrim town
of Ambaji and move through
some of the north Gujarat dis-
tricts. It is the second time that
the yatra from Ambaji is being
postponed.

The inaugural run of the ya-
tra from the same place on July
4 had to be cancelled at the
behest of the BJP high com-
mand following apprehension
of violence. Mr. Barot said that
the new dates for starting the
yatra would be announced
later. |

Will present evidence,
says Sinha: Page 11
A botched-up Job?: Page 12\



44 die in Guj

3,

arat

SO NN

’ge

0%

NSG commandos begin operation flush-out

Rathin Das and Vinay Menon
Gandhinagar/New Delhi, Sept 24

ARMED TO the teeth, despera-
dos stormed Gandhinagar's Ak-
shardham temple, owhed by Gu-
jarat's  prosperous Swami-
harayan sect, this evening. They
had killed 44 people and injured
at least 70 by the time of going to
press. The National Security
Guards (NSG) had taken charge
of the temple complex and had
launched a final assault to flush
out the two — maybe more —
fidayeen. At least 25 pilgrims
were still being held hostage in-
side the shrine, locked up in a
room.

Past 3 am, the militants,
whose identity was not known,
were moving from room to room,
trying to duck the NSG.

Siege begins

IT WAS about 15 minutes to five
when the first deafening boom
rang through the sprawling 23-
acre temple complex, followed by
a thunderous rattle of assault
rifle fire.

Two terrorists, wearing mon-
Kkey caps, had burst through gate
No. 3 next to the amusement
park to the right of the sanctum,
cut across a 500-metre stretch of
the lawn and lobbed a grenade at
the packed hall where a multi-
media show was on. At the gate
lay the body of the woman con-
stable they had blown out of
their way.

For the next 10 minutes or so,
the guns seemed to clack in the
garden behind the temple. Indis-
criminate fire that managed to
find several of those trying to get
away as fast as they could. At
least four children couldn't.

DIG IN:Terrorists take
position on temple
terrace; take hostages

‘ THY ENTER: Terrorists
come in firing, killwoman

| constable at Gate3

 GRARIICS: VINEY AND RAKESH

TO TEMPLE: Spraying
bullets they run toward

.| multimedia complex and
lob a grenade. They
then enter the temple

Ripples spread

IN THE city, there was panic.
The area had been sealed, but
nobody seemed to know who
they were battling, not even the
number of the desperados. As
day slid into dusk and 500-0dd
policemen swarmed around the¢
complex, the first blood-soaker
bodies were carried out. ‘
The police made cars stand a}
around the complex in a rin,
headlamps turned on t
grounds, lighting them up. Thy
they closed in on the temple, i
slow pincer movement, retut-
ing the fire they got. “

On the other side, the guns
had now shifted to the temple it-
self. The terrorists had posi-
tioned themselves on the second
and third floor terraces. All the
temple’s doors had been locked
from the inside.

Tension time

IN DELHI, LK Advani promptly
got on the line to Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee in Male and conferred with
Narendra Modi. "The country's
enemies want to divert attention
from the successful elections in
Jammu and Kashmir," he told re-
porters just before emplaning

for Gandhinagar. The NSG com-
mandos had left already.

Finger on trigger

AT 11.30 pm, the NSG had taken
charge of the temple complex.
The terrorised hostages cowered
inside the shrine, frozen at the
tip of Kalashnikovs wielded by
the fidayeen.

On the streets of Gandhinagar
furked a new fear. In a State still
recovering from the riots, cries of
“Bharat Mata ki jai” couldn't
have sounded too comfortable.

ple terror

EYEWITNESS

‘One bullet hit my
hand, the other got
stuck in my wallet’

Rathin Das
Gandhinagar, September 24

SANJAY SINGH Rajput works at
the Akshardham Swaminarayan
temple and was near the multi-
media centre inside the complex
when the terrorists struck.

“I saw one of the terrorists
hurtling down towards me. I no-
ticed he was wearing a monkey
cap and a grey shirt. He was fir-
ing indiscriminately and aimed a
couple of rounds at me, One bul-
let hit me in the right hand. The
other hit my wallet, which was in
my back pocket. The bullet got
stuck in the wallet,” he said.

Rajput’s presence of mi
saved him. As soon as the bullets
struck him, he hit the ground. “I
saw him run past me into the mui-
ti media complex, firing all the
time. I seized the opportunity and
ran out. The last time I looked
back I saw the terrorist rushing
towards the main temple.”

Jitender Shah, a visitor at the
temple, had it like this: “I saw the
terrorists enter the complex
from the recreation side and run
towards the main temple. They
were firing indiscriminately and
a bullet caught me in the leg.”

Among other eyewitnesses
was a Sikh family from Ra-
jasthan on a holiday in Gujarat.
While most members of the fam-
ily are still being held inside the
temple, four-year-old Sebi Kaur
took a bullet in the hip. She was

More reports on Pages 3& 7 {/reseued by the police.




Tome ministry is confident
of Abu Salem’s deportation

')/&\%ﬁmss News NETWORK G\/ |

New Delhi: Even as the country’s top
law enforcement authorities were busy
knitting together the evidence against
underworld don Abu Salem, senior
home ministry officials on Monday ex-
uded confidence that there would be no
hiccups in getting Salem back from Lis-
bon to face the law here.

“The whole process will, however,
take some time since the Portuguese au-
thorities will have to be assured that
Abu Salem will not be given the death
sentence for the offences for which he is
sought to be brought back to face trial in
India,” an official said.

In arelated development, CBI director
P.C. Sharma met external affairs minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha on Monday to dis-
cuss the strategy to get the fugitive
home. “We are trying for his deportation
as it will be easier. Moreover, extradition
is usually done in the case of foreign na-
tionals. In this case, Salem’s identity has
been established as an Indian,” Mr Shar-
ma told reporters.

The CBI director said the deportation
of Salem, who is a “global terrorist”,
would be a “test-case” for the interna-
tional community in the ongoing fight

against terrorism:

A high-level team will leave for Lisbon
this week to get Salem, who was arrest-
ed on September 18 along with his wife
Monica Bedi and associate Syed Haider,
back to India.

Portugal’s strict laws barring extradi-
tion in capital punishment cases can be
obviated by Section 34-C of the Indian
Extradition Act, 1962, said home min-
istry sources.

The section states, “Notwithstanding
anything contained in any other law for
the time being in force, where a fugitive
criminal, who has committed an extradi-
tion offence punishable with death in In-
dia, is surrendered or returned by a for-
eign state on the request of the central
government and the laws of that foreign
state do not provide for a death penalty
for such an offence, such fugitive crimi-
nal shall be liable for punishment of im-
prisonment for life only for that offence.”

According to Portugal’s Lusa news
agency, “India on Friday asked for the
suspect’s extradition, but in the absence
of an extradition treaty between the two
countries, the Tribunal of Criminal In-
struction of Lisbon on Friday main-

tained the detenu’spreventive detention
situation.” /p
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‘Govt. evolving plan to get Abu vﬁﬁlemu

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 22. The Govern-
ment today claimed to be evolv-
ing a strategy to claim the
detained underworld don, Abu
Salem, after a Portugal court re-
portedly ruled out his deporta-
tion to India. Deportation from
Lisbon as compared to extradi-
tion is stated to be an easier al-
ternative to get Salem to stand
trial in India.

The CBI Director, P.C. Shar-
ma, said notwithstanding the
Lisbon court’s ruling, a team of
the agency would leave for Por-
tugal next week in an attempt to
persuade the authorities there
to hand over Salem to the Indi-
an law enforcing authorities.
He, hawever, did not elaborate
on the strategy that the CBI in-

tended to employ to get Salem

extradited. India had requested
Portugal to detain Salem till it
forwarded the documents con-
taining a request seeking him.
The CBI would have to frame a
strategy jointly with the Union
Home and Law Ministries be-
cause of the complexities in-
volved. In Lisbon, discussions
are being held between the In-
dian Ambassador and the local
police.

Portugal has no extradition
treaty with India. Besides, as a
member of the European
Union, it is a signatory to a trea-
ty forbidding it from sending
back criminals to countries that
have death penalty. Salem, who
allegedly masterminded several
extortion-related  killing,

Bombay blasts, could recej
the death penalty if convictex

be- .,
sides having a hand in the 19%’ ,;‘

by an Indlan court. The ntqr-
pol, whose active assistance whs
instrumental ih getting Sale
detained in Portugal, has rg-
portedly advised the CBI to take
steps to seek his extradition
even though it is a relatively
time-consuming process as
compared to deportation.

Salem has been sent to a Lis-
bon jail for 90 days along with
his companions, Monica Bedi
and Sayed Haider, for having
flawed travel documents.

The CBI is wary of linking Sa-
lem with the Al-Qaeda because
of the absence of incontrovert-
ible evidence in this regard. It
favours putting up documents
to the Lisbon authorities that
Boly link him with severat

RHS FINDL

. _.have also reportedly recqwed -
Hation . and’ the EOmbay; {
< Blasts. In an effort to ‘get Salerhg

sent to India, the CBI is pre-
pared to give an undertaking to
the Lisbon court that he would
not be executed even if an Indi-
an court gave a ruling to that
effect. Death penalty is handed
out in the “rarest of rare” cases
in India but there is a large body
of legal opinion which believes
that Salem’s crimes are serious
enough to warrant a death pen-
alty.

According to the case being
put together by the CBI, Abu Sa-
lem Qayyum Ansari, originally
from an eastern Uttar Pradesh
district, was a close associate of
Dawood Ibrahim and is the
prime absconding accused in
the Bombay blasts. Several
prominent film personalities

' :qtomon th;eats from lﬁf "
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P . .
‘Deal with terrorism on

ROME, SEPT. 21. Islamabad
should not mistake New Delhi’s
restraint as a sign of “weakness
or indecision,” the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes,
has said and called for greater
international cooperation, es-
pecially among “threatened de-
mocracies,” to combat
terrorism on a war-footing.

Addressing a seminar on ‘The
Security Scenario’ here, Mr. Fer-
nandes said ‘“‘the attempts by
terrorists to disrupt the As-
sembly elections in Jammu and
Kashmir illustrated the fear that
democracy generated among
them.”

The Minister, on a five-day
official visit to Italy, said Indians
had been facing international
terrorism for the last several
decades. “Over the last decades,
we have faced a particular per-
nicious mutation of this phe-
nomenon that of
state-supported, cross-border
terrorism. A proxy war or low
intensity conflict has been
waged against the Indian State
and society. The gesilience of
our democratie” polity and

|

strong secular structure, be-
sides the professionalism of our
armed forces, have helped us
withstand these challenges,” he
said. é,\? ,1

In an apparent reféerence to
the United States treating Pakis-
tan as a “stalwart ally” in the
fight against global terrorism,
Mr. Fernandes regretted that
the distinction made between
terrorists by the international
community had dampened the
war against terrorism. “It is fool-
ish to believe that there are
goad terrorists. Those that use
terror as a means to achieve
their political ends and states
that support them should be os-
tracised, not rewarded.”

On regional security, Mr. Fer-
nandes said Pakistan’s “implac-
able hostility” towards India
and its unwillingness to rein in
cross-border terrorism was
fraught with danger. “We con-
tinue to hope that Pakistan will
see the damage that terrorism is
doing to its own society, but we
also remain prepared to deal
with any further aggression.”
India had taken several initia-

tives to convince Pakistan about
its hope for a common and
peaceful future only to be re-
warded each time with new
forms of aggression. “We also
believe that a non-hegemonic
regional Asian order is essential
for all countries in Asia to
achieve their full potential. We
would consider attempts by any
power to seek hegemony over
the continent a serious chal-
lenge to our security,” he said.

The impressive turnout in the
first phase of elections in Kash-
mir had falsified the Pakistani
claims that Muslims of the State
were Pakistanis by definition,
and therefore, Kashmir was a
Pakistani territory.

Giving a major boostfto Wilat-
eral cooperation, India 3nd Italy
decided to hold joint idefence
exercises and identified many
areas of defence collaboration,
including joint ventures. The
decision was taken at a meeting
between Mr. Fernandes and his
Italian counterpart, Antonio
Martino.

“We have identified many ar-

war-1 r-footing’

eas of defence collabgration, in-
cluding setting up of joint
enterprises. We have also decid-
ed to hold joint exercises by the
Army and by the ships of our
respective Navies and Coast
Guards,” Mr. Fernandes said.
Joint exercises in high altitude
warfare would also be conduct-
ed in the Alpine region and the
mountain ranges in the Hima-
layas by the Army of both the
countries.sThe two Ministers al-
so agreed to conclude a Collab-
oration Agreement, presently
being examined by the two De-
fence General Staff, that would
pave the way for fresh initiatives
like staff training, exchange of
experiences and joint exercises.

“There is a shared interest to
intensify the existing collabora-
tions and to find further forms
of participation of Italian indus-
tries in the modernisation plans
of the Indian Armed Forces, as
also through proper synergetic
modalities with interested Indi-
an firms,” a statement released
by the Indian Embassy in Rome
said. — UNI

/
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“\ANOTHER MILESTONE FOR ISRG \/

THE SUC SSFUL LAUNCH of the Metsat on a
\,Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle from the newly-
-“named Satish Dhawan Space Centre is yet an-

other landmark achievement for the Indian

/Space Research Organisation. Once the satellite
with its high resolution camera is moved to its
» geostationary orbit, it should provide substan-
! tlal additional meteorological information on

South Asia and its environs. With Metsat, a sat-
1 elhte that will be used exclusively to generate
. images for meteorological analysis, the ability
{ of the Indian Meteorological Department to
1 successfully keep track of rapidly developing
, weather patterns is likely to be considerably en-
« hanced. The absence of a weather satellite in

geostatlonary orbit was cited as one reason why

! the IMD couldnot estimate with any degree of

+ accuracy the path or intensity of the devastating
‘ cyclone which struck Orissa in 1999.

. There are two special features of the latest
« ISRO launch. The first is, of course, the launch
_of India’s first exclusive meteorological satellite.
. Until now, weather-related information was
' obtained from the ISRO satellites in the Insat
. series, which have all been multipurpose satel-
lites where the main focus has been on provid-
ing communication capacity. While such
~multipurpose satellites made sense in the early
years of ISRO’s satellite programme — when
the need for such services was itself debated —
it appears that it is now in the organisation’s
interests to launch satellites devoted solely to
providing communication capacity. These sat-
ellites would contain many more communica-
-tions transponders, which ISRO could offer at
more competitive rates to potential users than
if it had to also carry a camera for meteorolog-
ical purposes. The Metsat will not fetch ISRO
“any revenue though a stand-alone weather sat-
ellite provides priceless non-commercial infor-
mation. But by separating the meteorological
from the communications services, ISRO has
the chance of realising the considerable com-
mercial potential in the growing demand for

~

communications capac1ty on satellites. The sec-
ond unique feature of the launch that has sent
up the Metsat is the adaptation of the PSLV,
which is normally used to put satellites in a po- '
lar orbit, to send the 1,060 kg satellite into a
geostationary transfer orbit. Launches for geos-
tationary transfer orbits, the intermediate stage
to the geostationary position when the satellite
matches the Earth’s rotation and is therefore at
a fixed relative point in the sky, are usually con-
ducted by a Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle. But the GSLV is more economical for
heavier satellites, not for relatively lightweight
ones like the Metsat. ISRO’s successful adapta-
tion of the PSLV (whose launch costs are consid-
erably less than the GSLV) for sending the
weather satellite into the geostationary transfer
orbit is an indication of its ability to innovate
according to the demands of the situation. The
organisation’s involvement in the launch of
weather satellites does not end with the success-
ful send-up of the Metsat. In a couple of years,
ISRO plans to launch a two-tonne exclusive
weather satellite, the Insat-3D, which will then
add substantially to the IMD’s information
gathering capacity.

An additional advantage of having Metsat in
the sky is that the IMD will no longer have to use
information gathered by other satellites like Eu-
rope’s Meteosat-5. While the earlier Very High
Resolution Radiometers, the cameras that gen-
erate images, on the Insat satellites did not func-
tion perfectly, the improvements that have since
been made make it likely that the IMD will now
get the best possible information. The Metsat
has an improved VHRR that will beam a stream
of images from its geostationary orbit. The range
of successful launches that ISRO has conducted
in recent years means that it is now ready to
actively solicit contracts in the satellite launch
business. ISRO has already launched a couple of
satellites on commercial considerations, but
given its increasingly enviable record these can ,
only be the first of many more contracts. d

'//
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o PSLVWlth satellite launched

SRIHARIKOTA, Sept. 12. —
Isro’s Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV-C4) lifted off from
here at 3.55 p.m. today, carrying a
unique meteorological satellite,
which it released 20 minutes later.
Signaling an important milestone
in the history of the country’s
space programme, the Jaunch
would now enable India to
undertake a lunar mission.

“The mission is related to
taking a satellite weighing 1,050
Ig (including 520 kg of fuel) to the

eosynchronous Transfer Orbit...
It would enable us to put an
exclusive meteorological satellite
(METSAT) into a lunar orbit of
100 km above the moon. So, you
can see the tremendous capability
we have now demonstrated in
today's mission,” Dr K

Kasturlrangan Isro chalrman
told reporters soon after the
launch from the Shar launchpad,
about 110 km north of Chennai.
The PSLV-C4-METSAT mission
cost Isro Rs 180 crore, he said.

The METSAT carries a high
resolution radiometer capable of
imaging the earth in the visible,
thermal infrared and water
vapour bands. It also carries a
data relay transponder for
colLecting data from unattended
meteorological platforms.
METSAT would relay the data
sent by these platforms to the
meteorological data utilisation
centre in New Delhi. It would
provide scientists with weather
images every half-an-hour.

The METSAT is now orbiting
the earth in GTO with a perigee
(nearest point to earth) of 218 km
and an apogee (farthest point to

TME STATES -,

\ A
earth) of¥4 700 kms wit

orbital inclination of 17.7 dcgrees
with respect to the equator. This is
the first time that PSLV is being
used to launch a satellite into
GTO. In all its previous flights,
PSLV was used to place Indian
remote sensing satellites and other
auxiliary payloads in polar orbits. |

Isro will now explore the global
market for PSLV. About “80 :
customers” are going to make
sateliites in the next 10 years and
this would mean a “lush PSLV
market” for India, Dr Kasturiran-
gan said. "With today’s success , we
are closer to potential customers.”

Soon after METSAT separated
from the launch vehicle, the Isro
chairman complimented the team
of scientists from the various
space research organisations for
their contribution to the mission’s
success,
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- Maligned MiGs"

L}\’z\\ A\\Q\ The Russians are “hurting”

here would be some truth to the defence ministry’s conten-

tion that “commercial considerations” were at play when
the head of the Russian arms industry’s export house charged
India with buying sub-standard spares for its MiG aircraft.
Which, he opined, could have contributed to the IAF’s unen-
viable accident rate. Now that the Russian industry is on the
mend it would seek to re-establish itself as the sole supplier
and eliminate rivals from other erstwhile Soviet states. It would
be equally true that the designers and producers of the many
varieties of combat aircraft that bear the MiG label are worried
that the reputation of their products is being tarnished by the
frequent crashes. Particularly of the MiG-21, universally
recognised as a thoroughbred, but which is often dubbed a
flying coffin in India. That description may be both inaccurate
and exaggerated, but some of the dirt always sticks. Low quality
spares, however, would not be the prime cause for accidents
because those mishaps occurred even before the Soviet Union
and its military-industry complex collapsed, and India was
hard-pressed for spares to keep its MiGs airworthy.

India should feel relieved if the Russian industry acquires a
commercial outlook. Few question the quality and durability of
Russian military hardware but almost all those who are
involved in the defence maintenance effort complain bitterly of
the difficulties involved in obtaining after-sales service and
support. The defence ministry has been working hard to ensure
that all fresh contracts are executed only after product support
is guaranteed. Now that it is paying in hard currency it can
strike a harder bargain than in the era of the rupee-rouble
barter. India will remain one of Russian industry’s major
patrons, hopefully the military supplies will shift from being
politically-driven to genuinely commercial transactions. If the
Russians are unhappy about India buying spares from other
CIS suppliers they should seek to improve on their competitors
commercially. Market forces now call the shots.

THE STATESMAM L
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consulted on nuclear use” in Jhe

Statesman of 22 August revealed
some unrealistic mindsets of India’s
establishment on the subject of nuclear
warfare. The sore feature in the report
is, the department of atomic energy will
have a major say in the employment of
nuclear weapons including arming and
activating these, with the Natjonal
Command Authority in overall control,

rinjoy Chowdhury’s report, “At-
S'omic energy department to be

the most vital aspect in the conduct of

assisted by a plethora of advisories. No? e e m
attention seems to have been devoted to .

nuclear warfare namely, the time factor.

A parallel comparison would be ;
interesting. At the height of the Nato-Warsaw
Pact nuclear eyeballing during the 1970s and the
1980s, there was a move to add time as a new
principle of war to the existing 10. Such was the
importance of this factor.

The nuclear configured battlefield warranted
so and the universal revolution in military- affairs
exercise that has been current for some years now
acknowledges this as a requisite. Let us check a
wargame of an expected nuclear battle between
India and Pakistan. Assuming that Pakistan’s
activities in disrupting the Jammu and Kashmir
polls cause an irrepressible fallout, both countries
go to war, Though the entire Indo-Pak front will
come alive, only tactical thrust-and-parry
operations will prevail in the Jammu and
Kashmir and the Punjab sectors.

Strategic offensives will be played out in the
Rajasthan sector. A conventionally armed, more
powerful India as obtaining, launches a two-corps
offensive under its Southern Army Command in
Rajasthan across the international border,
heading for Bawahalpur, How will Pakistan

,reﬁgd to this threat?

stan will find that with its purely conven-

tional forces it is in no position to stop this
Eroestigious town from falling into India’s hands,
ss of Bawahalpur will mean a huge humil-
iation, besides o erin§ India’s forces an avenue
for deeper penetration into (West) Punjab.
Islamabad, therefore, decides to bring down a
nuclear strike on our forces while they are trying
to invest Bawahalpur. In accordance with nuclear
battle procedures, Pakistan will first jssue a

" strikewarning message to its troops.

" This 15 a coded radio transmission which
contains such specifics as the time of strike
(known as N Hour), the approximate Foint of
strike (known as Ground Zero), the yield of the
warheadis). and connected instructions for the
Pakistan! troops at the frontline to take
preventive steps to minimise the effect of the
strike on them.

The Southern Command, on its part, is also
aware of this battle procedure and its special

signals surveillance unit has been monitoring the
electronic Apectrum assiduously, finally picking

- o \%
L\ During the '
Nato-Warsaw Pact

nuclear eyeballing in
the 1970s and the 1980s,

there was a move to.add §

time as a new principle
of war to the existing 10.
The nuclear configured
battlefield warranted
so, explains JK DUTT,
while corroborating the |
point with a wargame
of a nuclear battle
between India
and Pakistan

up the coded strikewarning message.
The time factor thereafter notches up its
predominance. A realistic time disposition is sine
ua non, so let us proceed accordingly. The
outhern Command takes 20 minutes to crack
the code and decipher the text of the
strikewarning message, to find that Pakistan's N
Hour will materialise in 90 minutes from the
moment of the strikewarning transmission,
Removing 20 minutes from this which was used
up by the Southern Command to decode, 70
minutes remaln,
The GOC-in-C, Southern Command does an
assessment, known in military parlance as an
appreciation of the situation, and comes to the

Time India’s biggest
in N-warfare

A Pakistani Brigadier zooms In on Indian posttions along the Line of Control at Chakoti, 58 km south-gast of

Muzaffarabad, capital of Paklstan-occupled Kashmir.

verdict that the only way to safeguard his two
corps from total decimation is by resorting to a
rre-emptive first strike on Pakistam's nuclear
aunch systems deployed opposite him; he takes
another 20 minutes to carry out this appreclation.
Thus we have 50 minutes at hand now.

The GOC-in-C then gets on to his hotline and
talks directly to our Prime Minister, requesting
his sanction for a pre-emptive first strike. This
naturally will override our declared ‘no-first-use

olicy. The GOC-in-C further informs the Prime

inister that the flight of our pre-emptive salvo
will take 10 minutes. Keeping a reserve of
another 10 minutes for exigencies, the Prime
Minister has 30 minutes to take a command

decision, These 30 minutes include multiple
channel video discussion that the Prime Minister
is likely to undertake with various personae and
the final orders that he will give to the GOC-in-
C, Southern Command,

The ﬁeater the number of Interlocutors in the
Prime Minister's discussion, the more precious
time will be consumed. Hence “extras” must go!

Frankly, this time plot is an optimistic one. In
view of the proximity of the forces of both
adversaries, it would be prudent for us to reckon
on Pakistan's N Hour coming on 60 minutes<not

90 - after its strikewarning transmisston. An

at there is
the nuclear

examination of the time plot shows
just no question of followin

engagement procedure as stated in
The Statesman’s report, should we
wish to defeat Pakistan.

The Southern Command will get
wiped out if we even think on the lines
of .such a ponderous and idealistic
procedure. Objectively speaking, our
biggest enemy is not Pakistan but
time. Truth to tell, what we are facing
was met equally by Nato in its initial
stages of nuclear warfare planning.
General Sir John Hackett, one-time
commander of Nato’s crucial northern
army group, highlighted these dif-
ficulties in his special summaries after
a series of nuclear-oriented manoeuv-
res.

Nato concluded that unless it pared the time
factor down to the barest minimum, the Warsaw
Pact would have captured (then) West Germany
well before Nato could react. Some pessimists
even feared a second Dunkirk if the Warsaw Pact

| did not stop at the Belgium-Luxembourg border!

Hence, it was agreed that though the US.

. President had the last word in ordering nukes,
. the field commander at army group level would

actuate the nuclear lever based on his judgment,
in a highly streamlined N-SOP (nuclear standing
operating procedure). Moralistic postures were
brushed aside. It is similarly imperative for us to
streamline our own N-SOP to a very fine
measure, Whatever inputs are considered
essential should be absorbed now in our N-SOP,
after having evaluated them threadbare. We must
not induct cumbrousness.

The stricture to be stringently adopted must
be, other than the Chief of Defence Staff, none
else should be on the hotline. The firing matrix of
nuclear arms must be pegged with the GOC-in-C
and his prerogative will be final, There cannot be
any substitute or modification over a one-to-one
between the Prime Minister and the GOC-in-C.

This is the principal difference in respect of the
higher operational command link in a nuclear
war and a non nuclear one. In the latter case, the
GOC-in-C will communicate with no higher
authority than his Army chief. .

There is no gainsaying the decisive weightage
of the time factor on the nuclear battfeﬁcld.
Atmospherics can never hold the striker to
ransom; eiuipping our troops with the proper
gear is the answer, not walting for our
department of atomic energy to clear a strike
after checking imponderables like wind direction.

We must lncorﬁoratc an uncomplicated
methodology with the accent on time manage-
ment encompassing the span from the green light
to the red button because what is at stake Is
survival. New Delhi's guideline should be that
well-tutored acronym, KISS — Keep It Simple,
Stupid! J

(The author Is a retired Liautem; Colonel, Indian
Army.) /,



~Pakistan has told
militants to disrupt,
J&K polls: George. ~

Times NEws NETWORK (\)\

New Delhi: Even as defence
minister
George Fer-
nandes heid
that the gov-
ernment had
“innumer-
able” radio
intercepts to
show that
militants had
been instructed from across
the border to disrupt the
coming Jammu and Kashmir
assembly elections, the army
said it had foiled three major
infiltration bids in the last 24
hours.

“Eight terrorists were
killed in the infiltration
bids. Two of these encoun-
ters took place in the Machal
sector and the third in the
Tangdhar sector. A large
quantity of arms, ammuni-
tion, bombs, rockets and ex-
plosives were recovered
from them,” said an army of-
ficer.

These infiltration bids
come soon after another ma-
jor one was foiled in the Kup-
wara sector on Saturday
night, in which seven mili-

tants were killed by the army.
“This showe that TQT hanl-ad

G. Fernandes

%mﬂitant outfits in Pakistan

are desperate to infiltrate a
large number of terrorists
into J&K to step up violence
in the run-up to the polls,”
said the officer.

There was a 20 to 30 per
cent drop in infiltration
across the Line of Control
(LoC) over the last few
months. But with the elec-
toral process now being set in
motion in J&K, Pakistan has
once again stepped up efforts
to push in mercenaries.
“With an estimated 3,000 mil-
itants already inside Indian
territory, pushing in more
would hardly make any dif-
ference,” Mr Fernandes said
in a television interview.

He said that though some
violence was inevitable, the
army would take adequate
steps and act decisively to foil
any attempt to derail the elec-
tions. “Elections will be free
and fair. The government is

determined to ensure that:

these polls are violence free,”
said Mr Fernandes.

Mr Fernandes said that it
was very difficult to come to
any definitive conclusion
about whether Islamabad
would stick to its words and
keep off the elec/t'\m? process.
in J&K.
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iledumaran held |

under POTA

By Our Special Correspondent
DN bt s

CHEPXJAI, AUG. 1. Tamil Nadu po-
lice today detained another key
LTTE supporter and Tamil Na-
tionalist Movement leader, P.
Nedumaran, under the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act (POTA).
According to Mr. Neduma-
ran’s family members, a ‘Q’
branch police team came to
their Mylapore residence at 9.50
p.m. and informed him about
his arrest under the POTA.
The arrest is purportedly for
organising a pro-LTTE meeting
in the city on April 13 to urge
the Centre to provide medical
aid for the LTTE’s political ad-

viser, Balasingan/
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‘Advani rules

(\\, D QO Times News NETWORK () B O % N
New Delhi: Députy Prime Minister L.K. Advani on
Thursday ruled put the role of international observers
for the Jammu and Kashmir elections, as suggested by
US Secretary of State Colin Powell. However, he insist-
ed that all steps would be taken to ensure free and fair
elections in the state.

Replying to questions posed by Rajya Sabha mem-
bers at the end of a short duration discussion on J&K,
Mr Advani said, “We do not need any certificate from
outsiders. J&K is an inseparable part of India. The
Election Commission has been requested to see that the
polls are not only free and fair, but also seen to be free
and fair.” He said that state chief minister Farooq Ab-
dullah had promised to give permission - to citizens,
NGOs or even ambassadors to come and see the elec-
tions.

Refuting the opposition charge that the government
was excessively depending on the US and the interna-
tional community in Kashmir affairs, Mr Advani said,
“Matters relating to elections, devolution of more pow-
ers or the proposed administrative set-up in Kashmir
are exclusively our concern. Only the area of cross-bor-
der terrorism has an international dimension.” He said
this was still continuing.

On terrorism too, he said perceptions differed. He
said most foreigners saw cross-border terrorism as in-
filtration from across the border and that the problem

THE TLaES OF NV

t international _
observers for Kashmir

polls

would be over if it stopped. “Cross-border terrorism is
an instrument of state policy adopted by Pakistan for
the past 30 years against India. And it cannot be done
away with until the whole infrastructure built by Pak-
istan is dismantled,” Mr Advani said. Just like the
three open wars in the past, India would emerge victo-
rious against Pakistan even in this covert war, he said.

Mr Advani’s remarks echoed those made by Con-
gress’s Ashwani Kumar, who had said in his maiden
speech to the House on Wednesday that “national secu-
rity cannot be a matter of partisan politics”. He had
warned Pakistan that India would face the challenge.

Mr Advani tried to dispel the opposition fears over
J&K’s trifurcation, as demanded by the RSS. The gov-
ernment, he said, was “totally opposed to such a policy.
This would go against the basic principles of secular-
ism”.

J&K has been a “symbol of India’s secular” dimen- |
sion, Mr Advani said, quoting Jawaharlal Nehru.

However, Mr Advani added that there was need for
giving more powers to the Jammu and Ladakh regions
by the state government.

He appreciated the initiatives taken by former law
minister Ram Jethmalani in talking to separatist
groups in J&K in order to resolve the issue. “If the
Marxists were to take such an initiative, I would wel-
come it,” Mr Advani said in reply to questions raised by
CPM leader Nilotpal Basu who wanted to know Mr
Jethmalani’s locus standi in taking up such a task.
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“No risk from
lost camera\:/
. “Scientist

FROM OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Chennai, July 20; Atomic Ener-
gy Commission (AEC) chair-
man Anil Kakodkar today al-

‘layed fears of a missing radioac-
tive device encased in a gamma
ray radiography camera caus-
ing “skin burns”. The Iridium-
192 device was misplaced when
it was being transported by em-
ployees of a Calcutta-based com-
pany from Lakhimpur to Digboi
in Assam a few days ago.

“It (the radioactive device) is
a very small source and it is not
of any significance. We will re-
trieve it as early as possible,”
Kakodkar told reporters after a
function at the M.S. Swami-
nathan Research Foundation
here. The Atomic Energy Regu-
latory Board (AERB) had
promptly got in touch with the
local authorities and the police
to trace the radioactive sub-
stance, he added.

Kakodkar said several indus-
tries, including those in refining
and petrochemicals, used the de-
vice for “industrial radiogra-
phy”. It was a “small pencil-like
substance” placed inside a
shielded camera and “as long as
no one fiddles with it, there is no
problem”, Kakodkar said.

Stating that the AERB had
the tools to detect radioactive de-
vices even from a distance,
Kakodkar assured that the nu-
clear establishment would try
its best to prevent the recur-
rence of such inc¢idents in fu-
ture.

Nearly nine years ago, a US
drilling company sub-contract-
ing for ONGC was caught in a
similar quandary in Chennai
when a disgruntled employee
stole some radioactive devices
from the firm and dumped them
into the Cooum river snaking
through the city.

The AERB retrieved the de-
vices from the shallow river

from London that accused India

.of making a “dirty bomb” with
nuclear wastes stored in its
power plants, Kakodkar said
“the report was wrong”. The
“general statement” issued by
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) had referred
to some 100 countries pursuing
radioactive activities and India
had not been singled out, he
added. ‘

On the contrary, he pointed
out, the radioactive protection
infrastructure in India was well
developed and one of the best in
the world with extensive regula-
tory mechanisms and rules be-
sides advisory mechanisms. “It
simply cannot happen,” he shot
back when questioned on fears
of nuclear waste falling into the
hands of any terrorist group.

Asked if international pres-
sure had been piled 6n India
after Pokhran II to subject its nu-
clear facilities to more safe-
guards and inspections, Kakod-
kar said the process “has noth-
ing to do with Pokhran”. “There
is a World Association of Nu-
clear Operators and they review
our nuclear plants.”

But there were constraints
on technology, he said. “If some-
one wants to look at the safety of
our nuclear power plants, we
have no problem interacting

" with anybody. But those who i
sist on safety should also giv
access to new tech
Kakodkar said.

ey

after a massive search opera- |
tion. Kakodkar assured that

there was no cause for alarm in
this case too.

The AERB kept a full inven-
tory of all the radioactive de-
vices in use within and outside
the department, including for
commercial and medical pur-
poses. Hence, there was no risk
of any such device being “mis-
used”, he said.

The AEC chief today re-
leased a unique study on land re-
sources of Kudankulam, Vijaya-
pati and Erukkandurai villages
in Radhapuram taluk of
Tirunelveli district, where a nu-
clear power plant is coming up
with Russian assistance. The
first copy of the report, released
in the presence of eminent agri-
culture scientist M.S. Swami-
nathan, was received by agricul-
ture minister R. Jeevanantham.

Denying a report originating

THE TELEGRAPR

21 UL 2m



’'s misuse of ﬁﬁ'A: Fernandes

391

By Our Tamil Nadu Bureau

CHENNAI, JULY 19. Defending the
provisions of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (POTA) and the
actions of the MDMK general
secretary, Vaiko, at the same
time, the Defence Minister and
NDA convenor, George Fer-
nandes, today claimed that PO-
TA was misused in the case of
Mr. Vaiko.

The pro-LTTE speech in
Madurai did not attract the pro-
visions of POTA and, therefore,
this arrest was a violation, Mr.
Fernandes said after calling on
Mr. Vaiko at the Vellore jail.

“I do not think what has hap-
pened to Mr.Vaiko falls within
the ambit of POTA. He should
not have been here (in the jail).
POTA has been violated in this
case (the arrest of Mr. Vaiko).
The NDA has already made its
stand very clear that this was
not the purpose of POTA,” he
told mediapersons in Vellore.

For now, the Centre had no
plans to intervene in the issue.
Nor was any action being con-
templated against the Tamil
Nadu Government, which, ac-
cording to him, had misused
POTA.

“Mr. Vaiko is a revolutionary.
He does not need our support
or anyone’s help.”

Asked about corrective mea-
sures to prevent “misuse” of
POTA, he said “I am of the opin-
ion that at some point of time,
the courts will have to decide on
this.”

Cancels appointments
with CM, DMK chief
On his return to Chennai, Mr.

Fernandes did not keep two ap-
pointments, one with the Chief

NE!

9.0 g dremti (FTe

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, coming out
of the Vellore Central Jail after meeting the MDMK leader,
Vaiko, on Friday. — Photo: A. Muralidharan

Minister, Jayalalithaa, and an-
other, with the DMK president
and long-time friend, M.
Karunanidhi.

The “official explanation” for
the cancellation of the meeting
with Ms. Jayalalithaa, was that
Mr. Fernandes was ‘‘sum-
moned”’ by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, immedi-
ately to Delhi. Ms. Jayalalithaa
said that Mr. Fernandes had
sought the meeting, which was
later called off on his receiving
the summons from the Prime
Minister.

Mr. Fernandes had close to
two hours of free time at Vel-
lore, and one hour in Chennai,
before he left for Delhi. MDMK
sources say Mr. Vaiko would
have been uncomfortable with
a meeting between the two as it
would have given the impres-

sion that Mr. Fernandes was
pleading his case with Ms. Jaya-
lalithaa.

The “summons’ was also cit-
ed as the explanation for can-
celling the meeting with Mr.
Karunanidhi.

In a related development, the
MDMK has written to the Ma-
dras High Court Registrar stat-
ing that Mr. Vaiko and the party
had ‘“nothing to do” with the
public interest litigations filed
against his POTA detention. “It
appears that these PILs could
have been filed for seeking pub-
licity,” the MDMK’s legal wing
secretary, Devadas, said in a
statement here. Apparently, Mr.
Vaiko is sticking to his stand
that he would not seek bail, and
that he was against any political
intervention on his behalf by
the NDA.

10 )01 Y



TOMIC BOARD SOUNDS 'DISASTER’ MRT AFTER ASSAM FRIGHT

"MUMBAI/GUWAHATI, July
19. — A gama radiography cam-
era containing: a radioactive
source went missing on 17 July
while in transit from Lakimpur
and Digboi in Assam. The Ato-
mic Energy Regulatory Board
today sounded an alert on the
missing camera, owned by a Kol-
kata-based company Radiogr-
aphic Inspection Services.

The AERB secretary, Dr KS
Parthasarathy, told The States-
man that the camera (Amertest-
660, serial number 5857) contains
Iridum-192 of strength 19.7 Cu-
rie. It is used for detecting cracks
or deformities in sensitive instru-
ments invisible to the naked eye.

The Radiographic Inspection

Serv1ces has filed a complaint
with police at Jorhat-1. Mr Gau-
tam Dev of the Radiographics
nispection Service, who was car-
rying the camera, told police he
was travelling from Lakhimpur
to Digboi on a Lakhimpur-Tin-
sukia bus on the night of 16 July.

The rear wheels of the bus had
come off at Jamuguri in Sonitpur,
and passengers were shifted to an-
other bus. Mr Dev had dinner at Ja-
khalabanda in Nagaon before
boarding the second bus. On reach-
ing Jorhat, he discovered the bag
with the camera was missing. He
told police that he was certain
that he had brought the bag along
with him to the second bus and
put it in the luggage hold with the
knowledge of one of the bus staff.

Mr Dev was being interroga-
ted at the time of this report. He

told police the bag had to be
found as otherwise there could
be a “disaster” if someone mis-
handled the camera. The camera
was, however, in the “lock” posi-
tion when the bag was lost.

The AERB secretary accused
the Kolkata-based firm of being
callous. Dr Parthasarathy said
AERB this afternoon decided not
to assign any sensitive job to Ra-
diographic Inspection Services.

The camera is a shielded con-
tainer made of depleted uranium,
weighing about 24 kg. It is sturdy,
cannot be easily tampered with
and will not cause significant haz-
ard to persons so long as the radi-
oactive source is inside. It also
does not pose any radiological
danger, Dr Parthasarathy said. A
“danger” sign and the radiation
symbol is displayed on it.

NP STATESMAD

.Iridium camera missing

Prof. Jyotsna Chatterjee, nu-
clear physicist at Saha Institute of
Nuclear Physics, said: “19.7 Curie
is a pretty strong radiation and
can cause skin cancer if a human
body remains exposed to the radi-
ation for a considerable period of
time,” SNS adds from Kolkata.
She, however, said exposure for a
few minutes was unlikely to cause
any long-term harm to those
exposed.

“The extent of damage also de-
pends upon the energy level of the -
radioactive source. An exposure
outside two to three metres would
normally not cause harm because
the air-shield would dissipate
emitting rays.” Asked for what
other purposes the gama radiogra-
phy camera can be used, she said,
“radiation from gamma sources is
used for cancer therapy”. -
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Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 17 JULY }(\

HE non-Congress Oppbsi-

I tion on Wednesday de-

manded the immediate re-
peal of Pota for ensuring the re-
lease of MDMK leader Vaiko.

In an impromptu debate on
Mr Vaiko's arrest in Tamil Nadu
under Pota, during the Zero Hour
inthe Lok Sabha, the Opposition,
barring Congress and AIADMK,
said the law was being misused
against political
parties and its
activists. They,
however, disap-
proved of the
speeches made
by Vaiko in his
public meetings
in support of the
banned LTTE.

Samajwadi
Party chief Mu-
layam Singh Ya-
dav, who cau-
tioned  Tamil
Nadu chief min-
ister Jayalalithaa
against “mnisusing” the law to
book political adversaries, said
the NDA should re-consider pro-
visions of the new anti-terror
law. Demanding the scrapping of
Pota, Mr Yadav said the Congress
had still not recovered from using
stringent laws against politicians
during the emergency. “Indira
Gandhi, the most powerful
leader, had to suffer in the after-
math of the Emergency and Jay-
alalithaa is not more powerful
than her,” he said.

Congress member Mani
Shankar Aiyer said Mr Vaiko
came out in defence of the Tamil
Nadu government’s decision and

rest

aid the state administrationhad
violated provisions under Pota.
“Mr Vaiko violated law by sup-
porting the I'TTE. It was now for

Mr Vaiko to plead his innocence -

before the judiciary,” he said. As-
serting that his party had bitterly
opposed the legislation, Mr Aiyer
said the statute could not be
amended just to save one person
who chose a forum outside the
House to vent his views on LTTE.

Initiating the debate, MDMK
member C. Krishnam said

Vaiko: IN THE Dock

Vaiko's arrest was politically-mo-
tivated and demanded his imme-
diate release. NDA constituent
Samata Party member Prabhu-
nath Singh said the state govern-
ment’saction smacked of political
vengeance and sought Centre’s
intervention in securing the re-
lease of Mr Vaiko.

Defending the arrest of
MDMK leader Vaiko, AITADMK
leader PH. Pandian said Vaiko
had violated section 21 (3) of
Pota which barred anyone from
addressing a public meeting in
support of a banned organisation
and maintained he should now
undergo the judicial process.
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\‘S By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, JULY 14. As India pointed the fin-
ger at Pakistan for the latest terrorist car-
nage in Jammu last evening, the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS) met here to
review the situation.

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
who flew to Jammu this afternoon for an
“on-the-spot” assessment after the CCS
meeting, said the Government would in-
form Parliament tomorrow of its view on the
killings and its implications. Both in New
Delhi and in Jammu, the Deputy Prime Min-
ister said the Government would assess the
situation after his visit to Jammu and take
Parliament into confidence.

On his return to New Delhi from Jammu,
Mr. Advani briefed the Prime Minister, A.B.
Vajpayee, about his findings on the situa-
tion and the mood of the people.

Speaking to correspondents after a two-
hour meeting of the CCS at the Prime Minis-
ter’s official residence, Mr. Advani said the
Cabinet Committee had strongly con-
demned last evening's incident. He de-
scribed the latest killings as the second
“bhayanak (horrendous)” attack after the
May 14 Kaluchak massacre.

Mr, Advani said that as per information
available here, among the 27 killed in the
attack were 13 women and a child and most

of them were poor labourers. An investiga-
tion into the incident was on.

Among those who attended the meeting
were the Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, the External Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, the Finance Minister, Jaswant
Singh, the Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission, K.C. Pant, the Cabinet Secre-
tary, T.R. Prasad, intelligence chiefs and se-
nior bureaucrats. The Minister of State for
Home, [.D. Swami, said separately that the
Lashkar-e-Taiba or the Jaish-i-Muhammad
could be behind the incident.

Straw expresses shock

Going by the pattern of the killings, the
sources pointed the finger at Pakistan,
though Mr. Sinha, in a conversation with the
British Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw, said
investigations into the incident were on.

Mr. Straw, who will be in New Delhi on
July 19, telephoned Mr. Sinha and “con-
veyed his deep shock and outrage” on the
terrorist attack. The British Minister in-
quired about the identity of the attackers.

Mr. Sinha, in turn, informed his British
counterpart that nobody had taken respon-
sibility for the terrorist attack — a pattern
seen in the latest killings as well.

In a separate statement issued in London,
Mr, Straw said he was “horrified by this at-
tack on innocent civilians. Terrorism — be it
in Jammu & Kashmir, or anywhere else —

~w\ Advani to brief Parliament today -

only serves to renew the determination of
the free world to defeat this evil ... my ‘
thoughts are with the families and friends of |
those who suffered”.

Meantime, official sources said the latest
terrorist attack had dealt a “body blow” to
any process of rapprochement between In-
dia and Pakistan in the near future. The rel-
ative lull in India-Pakistan relations, they
said, had been shattered. The sources said
the killings only confirmed the statement of
Mr. Sinha on Saturday that Pakistan had not
taken any tangible steps to end infiltration.

If Pakistan was expecting that India
would announce any fresh initiative to re-
sume a possible dialogue, then the latest
killings could prove to be a major disincen-
tive to such a process.

New Delhi, the sources said, would use
the visits of both Mr. Straw and the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell, to pressure
Pakistan to end the scourge of terrorism.

Both the Straw and Powell visits would
provide an occasion for New Delhi to renew
its concerns about law and order in Jammu
& Kashmir and Pakistan’s role in fomenting
trouble there.

The issue of “verification” of infiltration

‘across the Line of Control (LoC) remained a

live issue and may well figure in the dis-
cussions with the high-profile visitors from
London and Washington.
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/oo™ " SIGNAL AGAINST TERROR

d THE ARREST OF the MDMK chief, Vaiko, under
the newly-enacted Prevention of Terrorism Act
for his manifestly defiant and provocative pro-
LTTE speeches has shown that the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, meant business
when she wrote to the Prime Minister about her
Government's intention, after clearly spelling out
the rationale for moving against him. The buil-
dup to Mr. Vaiko’s arrest and the manner in
which it was effected, as he landed at the Chen-
nai airport after a trip abroad, presented a strik-
ing contrast to the way a similar task was
executed against the DMK chief and former Chief
Minister, M. Karunanidhi, just over a year ago; it
was a nocturnal operation carried out in an ob-
noxiously crude and unconscionably intrusive
manner. In Mr. Vaiko’s case, the action has been
extraordinarily transparent and procedurally me-
ticulous. No Chief Minister is obliged to tell the
Prime Minister about an intended legal action in
what lies in the State Government’s exclusive
constitutional domain. Not only did Ms. Jayala-
lithaa resort to this unusual, and presumably well

considered course but ensured that everything — .

the proposed action under POTA, the grounds for
it and so on — became public knowledge by pub-
licising her letter to Atal Behari Vajpayee. What-
ever the reason, the fact remained that this time
around, the action taken by the Jayalalithaa ad-
ministration is virtually free from the sort of in-
firmities that rendered it vulnerable to Central
intervention on the earlier occasion.

As for the invoking of POTA, there can be little
doubt that the tone and substance of Mr. Vaiko’s
speech in question (the one made at a public
meeting to mark his party’s anniversary) does
attract the special anti-terror law’s provisions. In
fact, Mr. Vaiko has been an inveterate supporter
of the LTTE — not just the cause of the Sri Lank-
an Tamils’ struggle for ‘nationhood’— long be-
fore he broke away from the DMK to start his own

outfit, MDMK. Neither he nor his organisation

has ever fought shy of prociaiming) their hero-
worship of the LTTE’s terrorist chief, Velupillai
Prabakaran, the main accused in the assassina-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi, India’s former Prime Minis-
ter. If the LTTE remains outlawed since its
involvement in Rajiv Gandhi's murder (first un-
der the erstwhile TADA, now under POTA), it is
vecause the outfit continues to be a serious threat
to India’s stability and security. Given this con-
text, there can be absolutely no question of allow-
ing anyone to indulge in anything that seeks to
support or promote the LTTE’s cause or project
its image. It is imperative that powerful and un-
ambiguous signals from both the State Govern-
ment and the Centre go out to the backers and
campaigners of the LTTE that the law of the land
would be invoked unsparingly — and this goes as
well for the various Tamil chauvinist and sub-
nationalist groups operating in Tamil Nadu. In
this sense, the spirit behind the State Govern-
ment's determined action against Mr. Vaiko
(along with some of his party men) and a couple
of Tamil extremist outfits should be sustained
and carried forward so that the rest of the breed of
subversives are also brought to book.

In the wake of Mr. Vaiko’s arrest under POTA —
something the ruling coalition did not perhaps
bargain fog when. it pushed the law through Par-
liament des‘%eﬁ;ﬁmpe reservations about some
of its provisieng. .~ ZijaYee regime can no
longer maintaighits w pretensions that it is
determined to fagtgbut‘ Mrorism of all hues and,
at the same tim&uetontiue to have proclaimed
LTTE-backers (suéh as the MDMK and the PMK)
as partners in the ruling establishment. As long as
the National Democratic Alliance has on board
these outfits, the impression that when the BJP-
headed coalition regime talks of fighting terror-
ism it means only ‘Islamic terrorism’ is bound to
be reinforced. Indeed, thg“track record of the
Government so far do?g;i credence to such a

construction.
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‘Bio-terror
antidote ony.”
the cards

Vishal Thapar
New Delhi, July 12

INDIA'S DEFENCE Research
and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) is close to devel-
oping the world’s first anti-
dote to sulphur-mustard, per-
haps the most malevolent
agent of chemical warfare.

Mustard attacks inflict
slow, painful death by caus-
ing injuries that induce ma-
lignant blisters. In the ab-
sence of an antidote, the vic-
tim dies a terrible death in
about 10 days, in a8 manner
akin to someone who's suf-
fered third-degree burns.

“It (the antidote) is a sul-
phur-containing compound
in the form of an oral drug,
which will offer protection
against mustard attacks. It
will increase survivability
by three-to-four times,” the
DRDO Chief Controller (R-
&D), Dr RV Swamy said.

An international patent
has been secured for this
compound, tentatively called
the DRDE-07. “We've com-
pleted toxicology and effica-
cy tests. The current stage is
that of clinical trial on hu-
man beings,” Dr Swamy said.

Although both India and
Pakistan are signatories to
the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention banning such wea-
pons, the DRDO research be-
trays India’s lack of faith in
Pakistani assurances. Pak-
istan claims it doesn’t have
any chemical weapons, wh-
ile India, in 1997, declared its
stockpile that it is commit-
ted to destroying by 2007.

There are reports that
Pakistan used chemica
weapons against Indi /
troops in Siachen in 198]. /

/
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FROM OUR
*. CORRESPONDENT

Shillong, July 11: Meghalaya
pOlite yesterday arrested alance
naik of the Assam Rifles for sell-
ing “classified information” to
tHe ISIL.

The police produced 34-year-
old. S. Joe Haokip before
néwspersons here today after he
confessed to passing on informa-
tion to an ISI agent in Kathman-
du for Rs 5,000 every month.

- "¢ used to send information
about the movements of army
and paramilitary forces to Chi-
ranjeev Shreshta, alias David,
who is based in Kathmandu,”
Haokip, who hails from Sapra-
maina, said. ’

The tainted Assam Rifles
jawan said his name was added
to the roster of ISI conduits

a‘r‘J\) \chree years ago. He sald
the frequency of his interaction
with agents of the Pakistani in-
telligence agency in-
creased following
the recent military
build-up on the west-
ern border.

Sources said offi-
cials at the Assam
Rifles headquarters
were the first to get
wind of the lance
naik’s clandestine
activities.

On being asked if
he knew anything
about the ISI’s strat-
egy.

Haokip said the
intelligence agency
planned to target vital installa-
tions and top political leaders of
Northeast. “I have heard David

Haokip in custody on
Thursday

Y™ME TELEGRAPH
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and some other agents say a
number of times that the ISI’s
goal is to separate the Northeast

from the rest of
India.”

The arrested
lance naik said he
had met Dawid
several times in
Kathmandu and
Shillong.

The ISI agent
from Nepal last
visited the
Meghalaya capi-
tal in September,
he added. On his
modus operandi,
Haokip said he
used to send
coded messages

over the phone.
“My job was to keep them in-
formed about the movements of

awan held for ISI links

security forces. I know that
David and a few more agents
send money from Kathmandu to
the Northeast. But I don’t know
where the money goes. I was told
several times not to meddle in
their affairs.”

Haokip, who was remanded
o 14 days in judicial custody, de-
uied having links with any mili-
tant outfit.

Director-general of police L.
Sailo told a news conference
later that Haokip’s confession
and the documents seized from
his house were enough to estab-
lish hiscrime. |

He said the lance naik, who
was attached to the Laitkor- |
baseéd 1 Construction Company -
of the Assam Rifles, had been
booked under the Official Se-
crets Act and Section 120 B of the
Indian Penal Code. /




FROM M.R. VENKATESH

Chennai, July 11: Vaiko flashed
the “thumbs up” sign and his
characteristic smile as he was
arrested on arrival at Chennai
airport and driven away to
Madurai for judicial remand.

The detention of the staunch
NDA ally brought to a dramatic
finale the first crackdown under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act
by the Jayalalithaa regime.

As he was escorted into a hu-
ge Eicher police van parked near
the exit gate of the Chennai do-
mestic airport at 5.20 pm, Vaiko
appeared to be lapping up the na-
tional attention his arrest has
drawn. He is the first MP to be
booked under the anti-terror law.

Returning to Chennai from
the US via Mumbai, the MDMK
leader was informed by Madurai
district superintendent Ayush
Mani Tiwari and Thiruman-
galam DSP, Karnan, of the non-
bailable arrest warrant issued
against him and shown the
paper just as he stepped out of
the terminal around 5.15 pm.

Vaiko, who had to skip the
connecting Air-India flight from
Mumbai to Chennai earlier this

A

Vaiko in Mumbai. (PTI)

afternoon due to an “engineer-
ing snag”, arrived here by a Jet
Airways domestic flight and was
closeted with wife Renuka Devi
and son Durai Vaiyapuri for
some time in the VIP lounge. His
mother was not allowed in.
After the meeting with fami-
ly members and in the presence
of two Central MDMK minis-
ters, G. Ramachandran and M.
Kannappan, the police formally
informed the MDMK leader of
his arrest. Home ministry offi-
cials in New Delhi were relieved
that the ministers did not create
a fuss during the arrest, thus
saving the Centre a confronta-

~"Vaiko victory lap in
o Jaya’s captivity

wy Vv

- hy b
tion with the Jayalalitha regime.

Vaiko is the last of the nine
accused in the case, all of them
MDMIK functionaries, to be ar-
rested for openly supporting the
LTTE. He had delivered a speech
at a public meeting in Thiru-
mangalam near Madurai on
June 29, parts of which “posed a
threat to national sovereignty”.

Vaiko will be remanded ei-
ther at Thirumangalam or at
Madurai well past midnight
tonight, as it would take at least
seven hours by road to reach the
temple city from Chennai.

Jayalalithaa denied the MP a
hero’s welcome by taking nearly
3,000 of his partymen into pre-
ventive custody. But as lensmen
and television crew whirred aro-
und for a photo-op, Vaiko vowed
to “continue with his party’s
struggle against the fascist Jay-
alalithaa regime without seek-
ing the help of the Centre”. “We
will not rest until we dislodge the
Jayalalitha regime with people’s

~ power,” he thundered. Vaiko de-

scribed his arrest as a classic
case of “misuse of the anti-ter-
ror law” for political ends.

The BJP condemned Vaiko’s
arrest, calling it unwarranted.

TME TELEGRAPH




/ Spectre at squ:

x The coast is vulnerable‘)’w’ J

cad¥men tell no tales, ghost ships do. Frightening ones at

that. The Coast Guards's detection of an abandoned
vessel some 170 kms off Ratnagiri raises a tide of queries
pertaining to the potential for trouble that could be washed
up on our long and relatively little-policed shores. The
recovery of two Kalashnikov assault rifles would suggest that
either the Lebanese vessel and its unidentified crew were up
to no good, or that the ship itself had been taken over by
pirates and stripped clean before being allowed to drift. The
former is more likely, pirates would have probably scuttled
the boat so that no evidence would be found. The Director
General of the Coast Guard was right in declaring that
abandonmg a vessel in mysterious circumstances was not a

“clean game” and that it could have been used for ferrying !

terrorists, gun-running, or even narcotics smuggling. The

least of the dangers is a hazard to shipping dnd a threat to the

cnvironment. Such apprehensions are legitimate, not merely‘
because of the threat of terrorists using sea routes, and arise

from a background of increasing piracy in regional waters,

suspicions that pirated goods are being off-loaded at small

harbours that dot our coastline. or transferred to fishing

boats out at sea arc well-founded.

The question that survives is how effective are our
maritime security arrangements? The Navy is probably
capable of countering enemy activity and protecting off-shore
assets and the Coast Guard has proven its worth in detecting
smuggling, poaching and conducting search and rescue
missions. But given the length of the coastline and the fleet
strength of both those agencies it is obvious that no real
security net can be cast, and that there are gaps through
which contraband — or worse — could be landed. The force
levels of hoth the Navy and the Coast Guard are being
progressively built up. but a third line of defence is required.
One that is virtually non-existent at present: none of our state
police forces have marine capabilities worth mentioning.
That capabifity will have to be created, a combination of
small. fast ¢raft and an information/intelligence gathering
apparatus in fishing harbours and other areas of maritime
activity. While a certain pride is taken over the Indian Navy
being internationally accepted as @ kev player in regional
waters. there can be no neglecting the protection of the

home shores.
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mystery shlp

FROM SUJAN DUTTA (\ \ /

New Delhi, July 9: The mystery
ship boarded by the Coast Guard
in the Arabian Sea and brought
to Indian shores over the week-
end continues to spook security
agencies, but the suspicion that
it was used by militants was
heightened today after its owner
claimed it was “captured”.

The owner of the vessel,
Assem Nidal Beani, today tele-
phoned the Indian Coast Guard
and said his ship was “captured”
by Somalia-based militants in
January this year. When Beani
was asked if he had lodged a for-
‘mal complaint and for documen-
ts, he reportedly said he will call
again. Beani is a Lebanese natio-
nal based in Khadeh, Lebanon.

The famine-struck African
nation, Somalia, is in the throes
of civil war with rival gangs of
militia fighting among them-
selves. The Research and Analy-
sis Wing and the Intelligence Bu-
reau have now got involved more
deeply in the investigations fol-
lowing the ship-owner’s claim.

Adding to the mystery, the In-
ternational Maritime Bureau
also told the Coast Guard that
there were two ships registered
under the same name — MV Al-
Murtada. The ship now in the
custody of the Coast Guard is a
500-tonner. The other MV Al-Mu-
rtada is a bigger vessel of 2,178
tonnes. The Coast Guard is try-
ingto learn of its whereabouts.

Coast Guard sources said the
bureau had also reported that
the ship left Port Sultan Qaboos
(in Oman) on September 8 last
year. Since then there has been
no record of its movements. The
bureau also asked the Coast Gua-
rd to “thoroughly rummage” the
shipto trace what was the last ca-
rgo it carried. Sources said the
search was tardy because the we-
ather in the Arabian Sea did not

permit an 1nten31ve peratlon

The Coast Guakd director
general, Vice Admiral O.P. Bans-
al, had said yesterday that the ve-
ssel had been abandoned some
time ago. He said it might have
taken two months to reach the
spot where it was found — about
155 km west of Maharashtra’s
Ratnagiri coast. It could have
come from waters closer to Afri-
ca’s east coast. “At the moment,
everything is conjecture. There
is no report of a missing vessel
matching the Al-Murtada’s de-
scription. Since the owner and
agent is known, however, we ex-
pect to learn more about a ship
shortly,” Bansal had said.

It is of some concern that the
ship was found after it had been
in Indian waters for weeks. The
sea lanes in the Arabian Sea are
particularly busy now with the
traffic of not only merchant ves-
sels but also the navies of na-
tions engaged in the US’ Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom.
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MDMK men held under Pota

TimeEs News NETWORK “ \

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, invoking the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (Pota) for the first
time, on Tuesday arrested eight
MDMK functionaries for making
pro-LTTE speeches. The eight were
picked up from Madurai, Sivaganga
and Erode after the Thirumangalam
town police obtained non-bailable
warrants for the eight from Thiru-
mangalam magistrate 8. Venkat-
achalapathy on Monday night.
Among those arrested were for-
mer party MP Ganesamurthy and
former MLA PS. Manian. However,
the magistrate declined to issue an
arrest warrant against party gener-
al secretary Vaiko, who is in Chica-
go at the moment. Mr Vaiko and his
eight colleagues were accused of
making speeches suporting the
Lankan terorist group at a public
meeting in Thirumangalam near
adurai on June 29.
" In a statemeunt from Chicago, Mr
" Vaiko lashed out at the AIADMK
government led by chief minister J.

\L"’)

Ml Jayalajithaa and

£ labelled the arrest
of his colleagues
as fascist, even as
he appealed to his
A party workers to
remain calm and
face “the crisis
boldly.

Mr Vaiko said
that that Ms Jay-
alalithaa was try-
ing to exact revenge on herpolitical
rivals by letting loose a reign of ter-
ror and invoking the provisions of
Pota against leading functionaries
of his party.

“Tt is nothing but an attempt to sti-
fle the voice of democracy in the
state,” he said in the statement. He
said that he would return to Chen-
nai on July 11.

Cases had been filed last week
against Mr Vaiko and the eight ar-
rested under Pota, the Unlawful Ac-
tivities Act and the IPC.

Those arrested from Madural in-
cluded A. Sundaram, Nagarajan,

Vaiko
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Pulavar Sivandhi Appan, Bhoomi-
nathan, Madurai Ganesan and Man-
ian. Veera Elavarasan was arrested
from Sivaganga and Ganesamurthy
from Erode. All of them were taken
to Thirumangalam and presented
before the magistrate.

MDMK presidium chairman L.
Ganesan claimed in Chennai that a
conspiracy was being hatched by the
government to arrest Mr Vaiko on
his return to Chennai on July 11. He
said the party would hold statewide
agitations on July 12.

Mr Ganesan charged Ms Jay-
alalithaa with portraying LTTE
chief V. Prabhakaran and the
Sri Lankan Tamils who are fighting
for their rights as terrorists and
those supporting them as anti-na-
tionals.

Meanwhile, police sources here
have not ruled out the possibility of
arresting Mr Vaiko without a war-
rant—not a necessity under Pota. A
decision about arresting Mr Vaiko
has to be taken by the government,

they added.
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4}/host ship
9" on the

igh seas .

_Statesman News Service

NEW DELH]I, July 8. — Height-

ened surveillance along the west
coast has resulted in the Coast
Guard’s most recent catch: A
ghost-ship probably used by gun-
runners.

Al Murtada (the ship is also
called Said) was found floating
off the coast of Maharashtra on
3 July. It was first spotted by a
passing merchant ship, the Meri-
dian Navigator. The 4] Murtada
did not respond to the Meridi-
an’s messages. The Coast Guard
was informed. The A/ Murtada
did not respond to signals by a
CG Dornier. The Coast Guard
then sent the Vijay which found
the Al Murtada.

Officials boarded it on Satur-
day and dropped anchor. They
found two AK-47 rifles with “Yu-
suf” written on the butts and
some empty magazines. The
ship, owned by Lebanese Mr As-
sem Nidal Beaini, was clearly
abandoned several weeks ago,

nd may have been used for gun-
unning or transporting Al-Qai-

a and Taliban activists.

There was no crew on the
ship. There were no bunks for
the crew but the ship had mor-
dern equipment. There were no
life-boats on the ship, suggesting
that the crew had probably aban-
doned the ship and fled.

Officials have contacted inter-
national Intelligence agencies.
They are trying to gather more
details about the ship. which is
registered in Beirut. Officials
spoke to Mr Talat Abdul, the ship’s
agent, but he refused comment.
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SATURDAY, JULY 6, 2002\

THE CURRENT POLICE crackdown on pro-LTTE
elements in Tamil Nadu, the highpoint of which is
the registering of a criminal case under the Pre-
vention Of Terrorism Act against the MDMK’s su-
premo, Vaiko, reflects a commendable alacrity
and determination on the part of the Jayalalithaa
regime to go all out in rooting out such extremist
subversive forces from the State. It was at Ms.
Jayalalithaa’s instance that the Centre recently
clamped a ban under POTA on two homegrown
Tamil chauvinist outfits — the Tamil Nadu Liber-
ation Army (TNLA) and the Tamil Nadu Retrieval
Troops (TNRT). Given the brazenness with which
Mr. Vaiko has flaunted his support for the banned
terrorist organisation, the LTTE, and has ex-
pressed his readiness to face any law, however
stringent, on that account, the Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernment has no real choice but to act firmly
against such dangerous defiance. In fact, the track
record of Mr. Vaiko right from his days in the DMK
has always had a strong and rather fanatically pro-
LTTE streak, with its chief, Velupillai Prabakaran,
being glorified as an unparalleled leader. This is
something neither he nor his MDMK has ever
tried to conceal even after the ‘Tigers’ had per-
petrated the treacherous and most heinous act on
Indian soil of assassinating Rajiv Gandhi, India’s
former Prime Minister.

Critics of this move against Mr. Vaiko have al-
leged a partisan motive in applying to his case the
special law that contains some admittedly strin-
gent provisions. Certainly, there have been some
-genuine apprehensions and serious reservations
‘about POTA and its enforcement. Most of them
Jhave stemmed from the experience of the infa-
mous TADA,; its draconian provisions were direct-
“ed singularly against the minority communities.
In a way, the record of the Vajpayee regime in
invoking POTA so far has been hardly reassuring
or likely to remove misgivings on this score, given
iits palpable reluctance to move against communal
outfits of the majoritarian persuasion that have
indulged in blatantly disruptive and violent activ-
ity. The LTTE is an unabashed practitioner of po-
litical terrorism of the most treacherous variety in

the name of ‘ideology’ and its subverswe potential
vis-a-vis India has showed|up in the brutal murder
of Rajiv Gandhi and its continuing threat of desta-
bilising India’s security. As such, the rationale for
invoking POTA against the LTTE and its backers
and campaigners is not difficult to appreciate. If
ever there was a case for the invoking of POTA,
there can be little doubt that the present case must
surely be the one. It must be said to Ms. Jayala-
lithaa’s credit that she has been unequivocal and
forthright in her condemnation of the LTTE post-
Rajiv Gandhi assassination. Her unambiguousness
on this score reflected in her getting the State As-
sembly to pass a resolution urging the Centre to
seek the extradition of Mr. Prabakaran, the prime
accused in the Rajiv Gandhi murder case.

What remains a major cause for worry is the
Vajpayee regime’s strikingly non-serious approach
to the matter of containing the LTTE. For a start, of
course, there is its ambivalence about applying re-
al pressure on'Sri Lanka to extradite Mr. Prabak-
aran to face trial here, which is in contrast to its
doggedness in pursuing its demands of Pakistan
for the handing over of 20 terrorists wanted in
criminal cases. Now, with the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment’s determination to move against the pro-
LTTE elements, the ruling National Democratic Al-
liance’s reluctance to endorse this approach will
reveal its double standards in its professed battle
against terrorism. The prevarication of the Vaj-
payee regime of course has much to do with the
fact that pro-LTTE parties such as the MDMK are
part of the NDA. That such a patently anomalous
partnership has prevailed for so long can be ex-
plained only in terms of the crass opportunism
that has been the defining ‘principle’ of the NDA
from the very beginning. It is time the ruling coali-
tion condemns such attempts to glorify terrorist
organisations such as the LTTE. An unambiguous
message must go out to the supporters and pro-
moters of the LTTE in Tamil Nadu. The least that is
expected of the Vajpayee regime is not to do any-

.
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thing that would scpttle or derail the Jayalalithaa y

administration’s pirited effort towards that
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MCONG. SUPPORTS JAYALALITHAA'S VIEWS

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 5. Reacting to the
FIR registered against the
MDMK general secretary, Vaiko,
the BJP said today that consid-
ering the totality of the facts and
circumstances invoking the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act (PO-
TA) against him  was
“unwarranted.” On the other
hand, while remaining silent on
the applicability of POTA, the
Congress supported the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalith-
aa’s views on the issue.
| The BJP spokesman, Arun
| Jaitley, said he did not wish to
go into the details but added
that the due process of law
| would be followed. “As the Dep-
| uty Prime Minister and Home
Minister, 1.K. Advani, has al-
ready said, the issue is in the
domain of the State Govern-
ment. Mr. Advani has sought a
report from the Home Ministry
’ but the Centre can only express
| its opinion. The State Govern-
‘ ment is looking into the case,”
he said.
? Mr. Jaitley, who was the
Union Law Minister till the lat-
est Cabinet reshuffle, told re-
porters at the party
| headquarters that the NDA
Government had extended the
ban on the LTTE and its views
on the activities of the LTTE
were “unambiguous.”

Clarifying that he was reac-
ting after going through Mr. Vai-
ko's statement in the electronic
media, Mr. Jaitley said the BJP
would like to speak to the
MDMK leader first before say-
ing anything more on the sub-
ject.

Asked how the NDA could
justify the inclusion in its fold, a
party like the MDMK which
nursed sympathies for a banned
terrorist organisation, Mr. Jait-
ley said the NDA was bound by
a common minimum agenda.
“There are certain issues which
are not part of the NDA agenda.
If anybody is supporting a ter-
rorist organisation, there has to
be evidence to substantiate the
charge and invoke the provi-
sions of POTA. The quantum of
evidence has to be seen and as-
sessed.”

Asked if it was not a case of
. “misuse of POTA”, Mr. Jaitley

said no penal law had been
drafted till date which was not
capable of being misused.
There were enough safeguards
in POTA to ensure that it was
not misused, he said.

Mr. Jaitley said the MDMK
leader had made certain state-
ments in the context of the Ta-

mils’ cause in Sri Lanka but had

not supported the LTTE in the

context of Tamil Nadu.
Carefully sidestepping the

-applicability of POTA to Mr.

Vaiko, the Congress spokesman,
S. Jaipal Reddy, said his party’s
view on the MDMK leader’s
statement vis-a-vis the LTTE
was no different from that of
Ms. Jayalalithaa. All that he
would say to persistent ques-
tioning on the use of POTA
against Mr. Vaiko was that it
was a decision to be taken by
the State on the basis of the evi-
dence gathered. As for the Con-
gress opposition to POTA, he
said: “We opposed it right
through, but now it is the lawy of

the land.’ ! D é N
‘A wrong signal’

TIRUPATI, JULY 5. The Bharatiya
Janata Party will not approve
the pro-LTTE stand of the

Invoking POTA against
Vaiko" unwarranted:

IP

MDMK leader, Yaiko, but is
against the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment’s decision to arrest him by
invoking POTA for a recent
speech in support of the out-
lawed Tigers, the BJP president,
M. Venkaiah Naidu, said here
today.

Addressing newspersons on
his maiden visit to the temple
town after becoming the party
president, Mr. Naidu said POTA
should not be, misused as it
would give a wrong signal to the
nation.

Referring to the proposal on
trifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir, he said the BJP want-
ed the border State to remain
united. Mr Naidu said his aim
now was to improve the BJP’s
strength by including all sec-
tions of the people in the coun-
try. The party cadre should
work as a bridge between the
Government and the people, he

added. — UNI

T.N. ‘not in a hurry’

By Our Tamil Nadu Bureau

CHENNAL, JULY 6. With the Centre’s nod for the move to arrest
the MDMK general secretary, Vaiko, not forthcoming, the Ta-
mil Nadu Government, in a tactical shift, is adopting a “wait
and watch” policy in the POTA case.

According to Government sources, dropping of charges is
not a viable option after taking a tough stand, but the adminis-
tration is “not in a hurry” to decide if and when to arrest Mr.
Vaiko.

Having registered the case after Mr. Vaiko left the country,
the State Government might use the period until his return to
Tamil Nadu on July 12 to keep in touch with the Centre on the
sensitive issue. The BJP-led NDA, of which the MDMK is a
constituent, is supportive of Mr. Vaiko.

The sources explain that if the intention had been to directly
proceed against Mr. Vaiko, the Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa,
would not have felt the need to first write to the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani. Being the first case under POTA, the
Government wanted to proceed with caution.

Meanwhile, the MDMK clarified that it would not support
any organisation, including the LTTE, which indulged in vio-
lence on Indian soil.

The MDMK supported the LTTE only because it was ﬁgmng ;
for the legitimate rights and honour of the Sri Lankan Tamils.
The party presidium chairman, L. Ganesan, who chaired a
meeting of senior functionaries including Union Ministers M.
Kannappan and Gingee Ramachandran, here, said they were
happy with the stand taken by parties in the NDA on the issue.

While continuing to support POTA, the party hoped that the
Union Government would take note “of the manner in which it
was being misused by the State Government”.

MDMK functionaries in Madurai, who were booked under
POTA along with Mr. Vaiko, are reported to have gone under-
ground fearing arrest, hours after the cases were registered
against them at the Tirumangalam taluk police station on
Thursday. The police are still awaiting the “green signal” from
the Government to effect the arrests though the Madurai dis-
trict police and ‘Q’ branch sleuths tried to keep a tab on the
accused.
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Jaya govt slaps
Pota on Vaiko ,

W' Qo

Times News NETWORK

Madurai: In what is being
described as a crackdown on
leaders who make “pro-LTTE
statements”, the police on
Thursday filed a first infor-
mation report (FIR) under
Poto and the Unlawful Activ-
ities Act. against MDMK
leader and MP, Vaiko, and
eight others.

The action comes close on
the heels of chief minister J.
Jayalalithaa declaring her
government’s intention to ar-
rest Mr Vaiko for his pro-
LTTE utterances at a meet-
ing in Thirumangalam in
Madurai district on June 29.

The police said that a spe-
cial team had been formed to
nab Mr Vaiko when he re-
turns to India from the US,
indicating that they were “se-
rious” about arresting him.
Party sources said Mr Vaiko
was cutting short his trip and
was expected to reach Chen-
nai by the end of next week.

This is the first time that an
FIR is being filed in the state
under Pota. The police regis-
tered a case on a complaint
filed by the Thirumangalam
town inspector Thangavelu,
who said that Mr Vaiko had
stated in a meeting on June 29
that he “supported the LTTE
yesterday, today and would
support it tomorrow”.

Earlier, a Coimbatore re-
port, quoting MDMK party

90604

J. Jayalalithaa Vaiko

treasurer and Union minis-
ter M. Kannappan, said the
MDMEK would hold a meeting
in Chennai on Friday to dis-
cuss the party’s strategy in
the wake of the FIR being
registered, but later said that
it had been postponed as
Union minister Gingee Ra-
machandran and senior par-
ty member L. Ganeshan were
unable to attend.

Mr Kannappan said that
the MDMK had, since its for-
mation, supported the cause
of the Eelam Tamils and the
party was not aware of the
reason behind the “sudden
action” of the government.

S. Gurunathan, headquar-
ters secretary of the MDMK,
said that the state govern-
ment’s move to arrest Mr
Vaiko only exposed its “auto-
cratic behaviour and its in-
tention to wreak vengeance
on opposition parties”. ‘

Earlier, DMK president M.
Karunanidhi said he would |
not interfere in the Vaiko
case, but maintained that his
party was against the use of
Pota for poht1cal purposes

b
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Iﬁﬁltration has resumed

Vishal Thapar
New Delhi, July 1

INFILTRATION OF terrorists
into Jammu and Kashmir hasre-
sumed after a brief lull. Three
infiltration bids in rapid succes-
sion have been foiled by the Indi-
an Army during the last one
week alone, suggesting that the
Pakistani promise of stopping
infiltration is wearing thin. Nine
infiltrators have been killed in
these encounters.

"Pakistani troops have been
engaging the Indian Army in
continuous cross-Line of Con-
trol (LoC) firing as militants
sneak in,” Army sources said.

Pakistani fire assaults last
week scorched the entire J&K
front from Samba to Siachen.
“There is no de-escalation along
the LoC. The nation should not
be lulled into a false sense of
complacency,” a senior officer

warns. Reports indicate that In-

dia is suffering about three roop
casualties daily in Pak shelling,
an aid to infiltration.

The Army reckons that for
every infiltration bid, which is
foiled, three or four succeed. By
this reckoning, an estimated 12
batches comprising 30-40 mili-
tants have infiltrated undetected
over the last week itself.

The spectrum of infiltration
straddles both sides of the Pir
Panjal Range, covering most of
the LoC (see graphic).

There was a brief lull after
General Musharrafs May 27
speech and his famous direction
to the Pak Army's 10 Corps to
stop infiltration. The Army's Sit-
uation Reports indicate that LoC
skirmishes did come to a virtual
halt around May 30.

But infiltrations and firing re-
sumed in the first week of June
increas‘mg in a “graded man-

in Kashmlr Says Armyqx

The interceptions feveal a
new trend to the resumed infil-
tration. “Smaller groups of
about three militants each are
now being pushed in. This
makes detection more difficult,”
a senior officer said.

“Also, these groups are carry-
ing more ammunition and explo-
sives than weapons. This is to re-
plenish the stocks of terrorists
already there in J&K. At the
Phagwari Gali encounter on
June 29, 500 RDX sticks were re-
covered from the infiltrators. In
a group of three, two are invari-
ably armed with only pistols or
revolvers, but loaded with am-
munition,” he said.

Militant activity in J&K has
also picked up. In June, 117 mili-
tants have been killed in clashes
with security forces. The Army
says this is indication that the
supply of militants has not been
plugged.

Infiltration unplugged

@ Three infiltration bids foiled during
the last one week

~ @ This follows a brief fulf after
Musharraf's May 27 speech.
Skirmishes along the LoC and
infiltration tapered off and virtually
stopped around in the [ast week

of May.

@ But, first week of June saw
resumption of infiltration attempis

@ This time the strategy is different.
Smaller groups are being pushed
across the LoC to avoid detection

® The infiltrators are now armed with
explosives and ammunition rather
- than weapons — possibly to
replenish terrorists’ stocks.
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