‘1 DIDN'T TALK ABOUT HURRIYAT CONDITIONS'

Armed forces will stay
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JAMMU, JUNE 21. The Defence Minister, George
Fernandds, said today that the question of send-
ing back the armed forces in the State to the bar-
racks did not arise. He denied the statement
attributed to him on Thursday where he was
quoted to have said in Srinagar that the Centre
would consider the All-Party Hurriyat Conference
proposal in this regard.

Addressing reporters here, before leaving for
the capital, Mr. Fernandes said he had merely
said that a dialogue with the APHC would be con-
sidered and not its conditions for one{among the
Hurriyat conditions are permission for its leaders
to go to Pakistan and return of the armed forces
to the barracks).

He said that on Thursday after the function in
Srinagar, mediapersons “gheraoed” him and one
of them asked if the Government of India was
ready for a dialogue with the Hurriyat Confer-
ence. He had said that the Centre would consider
whether to start a fresh dialogue with the APHC
or not. “The question posed to me was not specif-
ic. All 1 understood was whether the Centre wants
to start talks with the Hurriyat or not”.

Asked whether the Centre would start a dia-
logue with the Hurriyat, he said: “In the past, we
appointed K.C. Pant for the purpose of starting a
dialogue with the whole spectrum of political
leadership in the State. The APHC was also in-
vited. If the Hurriyat wants to have dialogue,
there should not be any conditions.”

On whether the Government would hold talks

with Pakistan now that it was convinced that in-
filtration had stopped at the moment, Mr. Fer- |
nandes said “yes, infiltration at the moment has
stopped and this is the position on the ground !
given to me by my core commanders. But this
should become a permanent feature as General
Musharraf has promised. For the moment, for
whatever Pakistan has done, India has appropri-
ately responded — by withdrawing the Naval
forces from the Arabian Sea, lifting the ban on
overflight by Pakistani aircraft and reviving dipio-
matic relations by appointing a new High Com-
missioner there. These are not mere gestures but
are concrete steps taken by us. We await a posi-
tive response from Pakistan to these measures”.
He said the immediate threat was from militants
who had already sneaked into the State. Evidence
available suggested that approximately 3600 of
them were in the State.

Referring to the Union Home Minister, L.X. Ad-
vani's statement that the situation on the border |
was still tense and that a large number of terror- |
ists were waiting across the Line of Control to ‘
cross into the State, Mr. Fernandes said the bor- f !
ders were still volatile. The troops were still in | I
action on the borders and “we have not relaxed f |

|
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our vigil”.

The Defence Minister visited the forward areas
in the Jammu region and reviewed the operation-
al preparedness there. He was briefed by the GOC
16 Corps, 1.B.S. Yadava, at Nagrota. He also vis- ’
ited some of the forward areas close to the Line of
Control, Rajouri, Pgonch, Nowshera, Akhnoor
and the Internatianial Border in the Samba sector.
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‘INFILTRATION HAS ‘ALMOST ENDED’

We'll consider Hurrlyat

proposal

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR JUNE 20. The Defence,

Minister, George Fernandes,
said here today that the All-Par-
ty Hurriyat Conference propos-
al of “sending the troops back to
the barracks” and allowing its
leaders to visit Pakistan would
be taken into consideration by
the Government. He, however,
ruled out an immediate with-
drawal of troops from the bor-
ders and said, “We will watch
the situation.”

After attending the inaugural
of a three-day seminar ‘Kashmir
Vision — 2020’, Mr. Fernandes,
when asked about the proposal
put forth by the Hurriyat chair-
Gani Bhat, on
Wednesday, said it would be
considered. “Is par socha ja sak-
ta hey aur is par socha jayega”
(It can be considered and will
be considered), he said without
elaborating. (Prof. Bhat had
proposed that all the troops be
sent back to the barracks and
Hurriyat leaders allowed to visit
Pakistan for consultations with
militant leaders to facilitate a
ceasefire).

The Minister said militant ac-
tivity in Jammu and Kashmir
was continuing, but infiltration

had almost come to an end.
Asked about the situation
prevailing along the borders, he
said “it is too early to say some-
thing about that because our
past experience with Pakistan
tells us to wait further”. He,
however, ruled out the with-
drawal of troops from the bor-
ders and said, “as along as we
need, they will remain there.”
On the presence of Al-Qaeda
and Taliban militants in Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir, Mr. Fer-
nandes said, “they are there and
we have the proof. But it takes
time to give proof in that case”.
He said “the training camps
across the border do exist but
there has been a change in the
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pattern, especially after Sep-
tember 11. Earlier, they used to
be permanent but fearing at-
tacks in view of the changed sit-
uation, they keep on shifting
them here and there”. He said
the security forces had been en-
gaged in fighting militancy to
normalise the situation and
they would continue to do so.
Earlier speaking at the semi-
nar, he ridiculed those levelling
charges that there was a huge

army presence in the State and !

said the army had been in the
State since 1947 and had made
many sacrifices to protect the
lives of the people and defend
the sovereignty of the nation.
He assured full support to the
State from the Centre.

The Governor, Girish Chan-
dra Saxena, having a dig at Pa-
kistan for stating that Kashmir
runs in their blood, said “it is
the Kashmiri here who is bleed-
ing”. Unless Pakistan shunned
its aggressive and hostile atti-
tude, it was impossible to have
normal and friendly relations
with that country. The Union

Minister of State for External Af- |

fairs, Omar Abdullah, and the
State  Industries  Minister,
Sheikh Mustafa Kamal,
present on the occasion.
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BJP against allowing Hurri)/rat
leaders to visit Pak.

were

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20. The Bharatiya Janata Party to-
day rejected outright the Hurriyat Conference
proposal that its leaders be allowed to go to Pa-
kistan and Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) to
broker a ceasefire after talking to the Government
here.

“The Hurriyat is welcome to talk to the Indian
Government within the framework of the Indian
Constitution, but going to Pakistan, that would
be out of the question,” the party general secre-
tary and spokesperson, Sunil Shastri, said.

He also ruled out withdrawal of troops from
the border till cross-border terrorism ceased
totally.

The party line seems to be contrary to the view
expressed by the Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, who was reported from Srinagar as wel-
coming the Hurriyat proposal and describing it as
a “good proposal” that needed to be “consid-
ered”.

But the party made it clear that a similar pro-
posal from the Hurriyat had been rejected by it
earlier, and this second proposal also deserved
“outright rejection.”

Mr. Shastri admitted that at one time the Gov-
ernment had considered allowing some Hurriyat
leaders to travel to Pakistan — that was after the
first ceasefire initiative taken by the Prime Minis-

ter — but pointed out that some others were not
given passports. The Hurriyat was free to partici-
pate in the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elec-
tions later this year, but being allowed to talk to
Pakistan was not to be considered. There was no
room for tripartite talks on which the Hurriyat
had been always keen.

As for the troops on the border, the party view
was that till cessation of cross-border terrorism,
till training camps in Pakistan and PoK were shut
down, till Pakistan responded positively to Indian
gestures towards normalisation (India has said it
has lifted restrictions on overflights by Pakistani
civilian aircraft), troops should not be withdrawn
from the forward positions.

Mr. Shastri felt that the international commu-
nity should continue to put pressure on Pakistan
and even intensify this pressure to “ensure’ that
all training camps were not just dispersed, but
wound up.

In the recent stand-off between the two coun-
tries, Pakistan had gone to the extent of issuing
nuclear blackmail — and it had to retract later —
whereas India’s nuclear policy was clear: no first
use and no use of nuclear weapons against non- ,
nuclear countries.

As for yesterday’s comment by the Presidential
candidate, A.P.J.Abdul Kalam, that the possession
of nuclear weapons had prevented a war, Mr. |
Shastri said, “that was his perception”. |
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NEW DELMI, JUNE 19. The Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, today said there was “considerable

By Sandeep Dikshit

~decline” in cross border infiltration in Jammu

and Kashmir, but ruled out immediate military
de-escalation. Troops would be deployed in for-
ward positions on the western border as long as it
is necessary.

“Infiltration has come down considerably.
There have only been one or two attempts in the
recent weeks,” said the Chief of the Army Staff, S.
Padmanabhan, who was also present to felicitate
an Army team for scaling one of the highest peaks
in the region.

Gen. Padmanabhan firmly ruled out joint pa-
trol by India and Pakistan troops along the Line
of Control (LoC) till adequate trust was establish-
ed between the two sides. Earlier this month, In-
dia had proposed joint patrol to verify cessation
of cross border infiltration along the LoC.

The Army chief said military to military ties
between the two sides were limited to telephonic
conversations between the Director Generals of
Military Operations (DGMOs) every Tuesday.
Further interaction was possible only after both
countries established trust in each other. “Right
now there is no confidence in the other side.
Therefore, joint patrolling is a long way off.”

On the Army’s role in the coming Assembly
election in Jammu and Kashmir, he said militants
would attempt to disrupt the election “but we are
confident of thwarting their designs”.

says Fernandes i+

Mr. Fernandes did not agree with the percep-
tion that forward deployment was related with
the Assembly election. “But, like anywhere else, if
there is a law and order problem during the elec-
tion the Army can be called in.”

Mr. Fernandes said though the Government
had decided in-principle to install electronic sen-
sors along the LoC to monitor infiltration, formal
talks with the principal supplier, the U.S., was yet
to take place. )

Asked to comment on the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf’s observation that Islamabad’s
nuclear capability had acted as a deterrent, Mr.
Fernandes referred to the Presidential candidate,
A. P.]. Abdul Kalam’s observations earlier in the
day. Dr. Kalam had said the recent skirmishes
had shown that if India did not have a nuclear
deterrent, there would have been a war now.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson, said there had been a decline in
cross border infiltration, but the trend must be-
come an established one.

Declining to spell out a time-frame for de-es-
calation since “we are not at that stage where we
can be talking of pre-determined steps,” the spo-
kesperson, Nirupama Rao, said India would take
appropriate steps at “the time our moment of
choosing.”

There were certain pledges by Pakistan on in-
filtration, camps and support infrastructure to
terrorists, It is important that these steps should
be “visible, permanent and to the satisfaction of

India,” she said.
=
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4(rmy not hﬁpf)y
w1thU S sensors

Vlshalzhapar
Line of Control, June 15

THE INDIAN Army has ex-
pressed the view that surveil-
lance devices like sensors are not
a foolproof method for verifica-
tion of infiltration across the
Line of Control (LoC), and that it
requires between three to six
months for an accurate assess-
ment of Pakistani claims that it
has stopped infiltration of ter-
rorists into Jammu and Kashmir.

The Army believes that the in-
filtration will continue in a
“highly sophlstlcated and undls-
cernable manner”.

“There is no change in the pat-
tern of infiltration till May. We
have information that Pakistan
is running 21 terrorist camps op-
posite the Jammu region across
the LoC, with an estimated
strength of about 1,100 terrorists.

"The number of such camps
opposite the International Bor-
der is four, with a strength of
about 475," Lt.-Gen J.B.S. Yadava,
general officer commanding of
15 Corps, which defends the LoC
south of the Pir Panjal range and
approximately 180 km-long Inter-

natlonal order in J&K, said.

The Anfmy finds Pakistan’s
promise of\ stopping infiltration
unconvincing. One hundred and
ninety-five civilians have been
killed in terrorist attacks in the
Jammu region so far this year, 60
of them in group killings.

The levels of terrorist vio-
lence are also reflected in the
killing of 387 terrorists in this
region this year, and the seizure :
of 500 kg of explosives.

The number of detected infil-
tration this year is 356. Foreign-
ers comprise 51.2 per cent of the
infiltrators. Of them, 50 per cent
are Afghans and 45 per cent Pak-
istani. “The undetected infiltra-
tions could be about three to four
times of the detected number,”
Lt.-General Yadav said.

The Army feels that the use of
US surveillance devices has lim-
ited utility.

"We are already using some
devices, which have indeed im-
proved our detection capability
by 20 per cent. Better technology
would help us further, but it is
our assessment that its effective-
ness will only be about 35 per

cent," he said. /
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~“AMERICAN OFFER ON SENSORS TO BE STUDIED: JASWANT

India, U.S
v intell

Q% By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 14. India, the United States
and the United Kingdom are exploring
ways to intensify intelligence-sharing to
evaluate accurately the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf’s promise to end infiltra-
tion across the Line of Control in Jammu
and Kashmir.

A definitive assessment of Pakistan's
pledges on cross-border terrorism to Wash-
ington and London has become the key to
further progress oi1 de-escalating military
tensions in the subcontinent, informed
sources here say.

India had bilateral institutional arrange-
ments with the U.S. and the UK. to share
intelligence on terrorism. The emphasis
now was on greater coordination and
sharper focus to get a clear assessment of
the emerging trends across the LoC, the
sources add.

Pasitive conclusions from the coopera-
tive assessment and further progress on Pa-
kistan’s part to dismantle the infrastructure
of terrarism on its soil could lead to addi-
tional moves by India to ease the military
standoff.

Asked when India could take new steps
for military de-escalation, the External Af-
fairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, today said,
“the situation is pregnant with possibili-
ties”. He was briefing reporters here after a
meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity this afternoon.

The CCS, chaired by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, reviewed the devel-

————————
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.» U.K. may step up

igence-sharing «

opments on the Indo-Pak front since the
U.S. launched a high profile diplomatic ini-
tiative to defuse tensions between India
and Pakistan.

Until now, India had relied on its own
natjonal technical means to get a sense of
Pakistan’s efforts to push terrorists across
the LoC. But now it could benefit from high
quality intelligence inputs from the U.S.
and the UX in judging the infiltration
trends.

The Bush administration which is mak-
ing a serious bid to defuse the military ten-
sions in the subcontinent is believed to
have devoted a significant amount of its
own national technical assets to monitor
the infiltration across the LoC.

The U.S. has been pressing Gen. Mushar-
raf to crack down on cross-border terrorism
while urging India to de-escalate the mil-
itary tensions.

india has announced some diplomatic
and military steps to demonstrate as a good
gesture and is willing to consider additionaf
steps if Gen. Musharraf implements his
promises.

A cooperative assessment by India and
the Anglo-American powers is expected to
generate greater political confidence in Is-
famabad that Gen. Musharraf’s actions are
being assessed appropriately in New Delhi.

Intelligence sharing among India, the
U.S. and the U.K. will initially focus on infil-

. tration but could expand eventually to cov-

er the future actions of Gen. Musharraf on
dismantling the infrastructure of terrorism
on the Pakistani soil.

Intelligence-sharing with the U.S. and
the U.K. is very different, infoymed sources
say, from the ongoing publiclebate about
the kind of technology needed for a phys-
ical mechanism on the LoC to verify an end
to infiltration.

After the CCS meeting today Mr. Singh
strongly reaffirmed the Government's op-
position to any foreign forces on the LoC to
monitor infiltration. “There is no propos-
al,” he declared, for militaries on the LoC
“other than Indian forces”.

India insists that any mechanism on the
ground must be bilateral between New Del-
hi and Islamabad, such as joint patrolling.
The U.S. has apparently offered technical
assistance, in the form of sensors to India
and Pakistan in developing such a mecha-
nism. Asked about the U.S. offer, Mr. Singh
said New Delhi and Washington were dis-
cussing the proposal. “There is no decision
on it,” Mr. Singh said. “The decision is only
to study the subject.”

The question of sensors may acquire a
new salience, however, if and when New
Delhi and Islamabad agree on a mecha-
nism for monitoring the Line of Control.
Officials here insist that there can be norole
for any other nation in this monitoring
mechanism. “Technology can be the only
third party,” one of them quipped.

On the prospect of a political dialogue
with Pakistan, Mr. Singh reiterated that Pa-
kistan must first create “a conducive atmo-
sphere” by implementing its promises to
the international community on cross-bhor-
der terrorism.
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~India will let Rumsfeld
words on

\
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI. Junc 14. - On a day when a
suicide bomber struck in Karachi, India indi-
cated it was not going to make an issue of Mr
Donald Rumsteld’s reportedly contradictory
comments in New Delhi and Islamabad on
the presence of Al-Qaida militants along the
LoC. It said it had suitable Intelligence in-
puts on the issue.

The government has an understanding
with the USA on sharing specific “actiona-
ble™ Intelligence on militants attempting in-
fittration and on the location of terrorist
training camps in PoK. The USA has assur-
ed that action would be taken regarding
these issues.

Following the first mecting of the Cabinet
Committece on Security aifter India took
some measures to de-cscalate tensions, the
government, expressing grief at “yet another
terrorist outrage™, made it clear that there
was no question of allowing foreign troops
Or monitors to gain access to the LoC.

After the meeting, Mr Jaswant Singh said:
“There is no proposal for any other forces
from any other country. other than Indian

A child picks up a Pakistani bullet from her mother

who is showing them to photographers at a relief
camp in Akhnoor, near Jammu, on Friday. — AFP

forces. to be on the LoC.”

Asked about Mr Rumsfeld's remarks that
India and Pakistan should hold direet talks,
Mr Singh said “India always stood for dia-
fogue,™ but for a dialogue to be held, “a con-
dugive atmosphere has to be created.”

Al-Qaida pass

Mr Singh’s remarks indicated that India
was moving ahead on its own assessments of
how the situation unfolded and would not be
hustled into further de-escalatory measures.

The CCS meeting, under the chairman-
ship of the Prime Minister, was attended by
Mr LK Advani. Mr George Fernandes. the
forcign minister, Mr Yashwant Sinha, Mr
Brajesh Mishra. Planning Commission
deputy chairman Mr KC Pant. the defence
sceretary, Mr Yogendra Narain. and other
senior civil and military officials.

However, the BIP took strong exception
to what the US defence secretary said in
New Dethi and Islamabad. Mr Rumsteld
seemed to be unreliable and the world had

no reason to trust him, the BJP general see-

retary, Mr Pyarclal Khandelwal, said.
Ultras killed: The Indian Army today gun-

ned down three terrorists in Bahihal arca of

Doda district when they attacked a patrol
party in Kachar Bass Khari villuge. India and
‘Pakistan traded heavy mortar fire in Poonch
sector and Kalaal. Laam and Jhangar sub-
sectors of Nowshera along the LoC in Ru-
jourt district.

Heavy shelling from across the LoC
Poonch sector injured three persons,
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Poonch: Despite the gunning down of 520 mili-
tants in the district last year, the highest toll for
any single district in the entire Jammu and
Kashmir in a year, Poonch continues to be tar-
geted by infiltrators and militants.

Places like Bhimber Gali, Mandi, Mendhar,
Jhalas and Morha Bachhai have all witnessed
encounters between the security forces and mil-
itants over the last few days. Although the secu-
rity forces welcomed General Pervez Mushar-
raf’s recent statement that he was willing to stop
infiltration, they are not willing to scale down
the security arrangements here.

On infiltration, the perceptions of various in-
telligence agencies — the Intelligence Bureau
(IB), Military Intelligence, RAW and the state po-
lice — working in the field differ widely. While
some say that infiltration has come down signif-
icantly, others say that no such thing has hap-
pened. Since the issue is central to the present
Indo-Pak stand-off, most officials refuse to go on
record. “Gen Musharraf made a similar promise
in January, but five months later, we still contin-
ue to kill militants in the hinterland every day. At
any given time, at least five to six of my team
members are actively pursuing leads on militant
movements,” says senior superintendent of po-
lice Kamal Saini, adding that it was not the easi-
est of things to verify whether infiltration was

G

By Sant Kumar Sharma
Times NEws NETWORK

Intelligence agencies
infiltration

\

%1t was pot the easiest of things to
verify whether infiltration was taking
place or not at any given juncture??

taking place or not at any given juncture.

A senior official of another agency says there
is a tendency among some people to treat hearsay
as the gospel, without cross-checking. He empha-
sises that it is important not to get carried away
by reports regarding an increase or decease in in-
filtration. He points out that this is natural as dif-
ferent agencies at times receive different inputs
because they rely on different sources.

At another level, however, the differences
among various forces/agencies run deeper as
they show scant respect for one another regarding
encounters,militants killed etc. A senior state po-
lice official pointed out that vital intelligence in-
put is often provided by them. “Of course, the
army has better weaponry and training, but our
intelligence-gathering network is much better. So,
we need to pool our resources for best results.”

Rajouri senior superintendent of police PR.
Manhas adds that it does nobody any good if the
forces don’t show enough respect to each other.
“The police and the army are not working at
cross-purposes. We should readily acknowledge

each other’s strengths and not dyﬁen

ceived weaknesses,” he adds.
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__POLICE, 1 OFFICIALS RAID 11 PLACES IN VALLEY & DELH}

Geelani arrested,

" connection with alleged overseas funding of

based supreme commander of the Hizbul

flown to Ranchi

JAMMU, June 9. — Hurriyat Conference
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani and his son-in-
law were arrested in Srinagar today
under Pota and Public Safety Act
after raids by police and I-T officials
at 11 places in the Valley and Delhi.

While the former Hurriyat
chairman and Jamaat-i-Islami leader
was flown to Ranchi to be lodged in
Birsa Munda Central Jail there, his
son-in-law, Altaf Ahmad Shah, has
been kept in Srinagar for question-
ing. A cardiologist accompanied Mr
Geelani to Ranchi because he has &
been suffering from heart ailments.
At Ranchi airport, he told journalists
that he wanted to spread the word of
peace and wished cordial relations
between India and Pakistan.

Mr Geelani’s other son-in-law, Mr
Iftikhar Geelani, was arrested from
Delhi under Official Secrets Act.

The Hurriyat condemned Syed Ali Shah
Geelani’s arrest as a “politically motivated
conspiracy” and called a bandh on Tuesday
to show the world “who is responsible for
creating hurdles in the way of peace”. The
group’s chairman, Mr Abdul Ghani Bhat,
said over phone from Srinagar: “Geelani-
sahib’s arrest has come at such a time when
all efforts are being made for peace and
stability in Kashmir.”

The Taids in the Valley and Delhi were in

p
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militant outfits through the Hurriyat leader.
Besides Mr Geelani and his son-in-law, four
others, including ‘his driver, were arrested.
Mohammed Rehman Khan

I

Syed Ali Shah Geelani in Ranchi on Sunday. — PTI

Karim Bhat were arrested from Srinagar,
while Abdul Rashid Saraf (brother of Ashraf
Saraf, chief of Hurriyat’s Pakistan chapter)
was picked up from Baramulla. Police also
raided the premises of Asiya Indrabi, chief of
Dukhtaran-e-Milat, but couldn’t get hold of
her. She, too, has been booked under Pota.
The DGP, Mr Ashok Kumar Suri, said the
arrests were made following the statements
of Imitiyaz Bazaz, a Valley-based journalist
arrested on 25 May. He had said the PoK-

and Abdul

Mujahideen, Syed Salahuddin, had been
sending money to his commanders in J&K
through a UK-based Kashmiri expatriate,
Ayub Thakur.
e Salahuddin had sent Rs 48 lakh to
Mr Geelani through Thakur last
1 year, Mr Suri said. “After the arrest
1 of Asiya’s husband Mr Qasim Faktu,
financial chief of Jamiat-ul-Mujahi-
deen, the outfit was facing financial
crunch. As a result, Asiya started
getting money from Thakur through
Bazaz. The funds were meant for the
Jamiat and Dukhtaran-e-Milat.”

Mr K Rajendra, IGP-Kashmir Ran-
i ge, who supervised the operation that
% started at 4.30 a.m., said the raids
were carried ouf at Mr Geelani’s
Hyderpora house; Altaf’s house; two
shops and houses of Asiya; houses of
Abdul Rashid Karim, Mehmood-ur-
Rehman and Geelani’s driver
Ghulam Mohammed Baba; and two
premises of Mr Iftikhar Geelani (a
journalist associated Kashmir Times published
from Jammu and a Pakistani daily The News).

The raid at Mr Geelani’s house yielded,
among others, a diamond-studded watch with
an inscription ‘From Pakistan Government’.
Pak reaction: Pakistan has criticised India
for arresting Mr Geelani in “utter disregard”
of fundamental rights and demanded his
release, PTI adds from Islamabad.

More reports on page 6
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New Delhi: Adding a new dimen-

sion to the ongoing tension between
India and Pakistan across the bor-
der, the army on Sunday killed two
foreign mercenaries suspected to be
Al Qaida elements near the Line of
Control (LoC) in the Drass sector.

The identity of the slain militants
was not immediately known. Along
with these two militants, two Pak-
istani soldiers were also killed in the
same sector as the army opened re-
taliatory fire after the Mushkoh Val-
ley, Drass, Batalik and Kargil sectors
were subjected to heavy mountain
artillery and mortar fire by the Pak-
istani forces.

The intense Pakistani fire, which
has been continuing in this sector
for the past five days, was obviously
being used as a cover to enable these
militants to sneak into the Indian
territory, army sources said.

The encounter with the militants
assumes significance in the wake of

top defence officials reporting the
presence of over 1,200 militants, in-
cluding members of the Al Qaida and
elements of the Taliban in the Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) areas.

Recent satellite images have
shown Pakistan inducting heavily-
armed militants close to their army
frontier deployment all along the
LoC, and New Delhi had expected
that after the recent assurances con-
veyed through senior US State De-
partment officials, Islamabad would
disarm these militants and tell them
to go back.

Later, intelligence sources said ra-
dio intercepts indicated that the two
militants were part of a medium-
sized Al Qaida group.

The army has sealed off the entire
area and launched an intensive
combing operation. The sources
said the scene of the encounter was
just 5-6 kilometres from the LoC in
the main Drass sector.
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my kills fwo Al Qaidaq
militants close to LoC

Union defence mlmster George
Fernandes had told mediapersons
recently that Islamabad could be
probing the Indian defences in this
crucial sector which straddles the
vital Srinagar-Leh highway.

For the past few days, there has
been a reduction in the intensity of
Pakistani shelling across the border
as India and Pakistan moved to-
wards reducing tension after Islam-
abad pledged to end cross-border ter-
rorism. New Delhi had made it clear
that unlike in the past, it would be
looking for “permanent markers” to
ensure that Islamabad was keeping
its words of stopping cross-border
terrorism.

The markers, include dismantling
and disbanding of terrorist groups
and their camps, stopping all high-
band communication networks of
the terrorist groups and ending
hawala transactions used to finance
these groups. rn
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STATES AN NEWS SE/RVICE

KOLKATA; June 8 — Writ-
ers’ Buil ings could be the
target of a terrorist strike
by ISI operatives between
10 and 15 June. This infor-
mation was conveyed to the
state government by Cen-
tral intelligence agencies
late last night.

Mr Amit Kiran Deb, state
home secretary, said today
that security in and around
the state secretariat had
been beefed up. .

“There is no need to panic.
We have taken every precau-
tion to pre-empt such a strike.
Security at other vital estab-
lishments in the city and dis-
tricts has been strengthened
t00,” Mr Deb said.

The Central intelligence
agencies have warned that
terrorists could trigger explo-
sions at Writers’ Buildings.

Talking to reporters at
Writers’ Buildings, Mr Deb
said: “According to the intel-
ligence sources, the ISI oper-
atives for the first time have
mentioned a specific period

“Central alert; Ultras
may target ert IS’ S, 1

strlke We are taking all
poss1b1e measures. Some
gates at Writers’ Buildings
will be closed. Metal detec-
tors will be installed at oth-
ers gates which remain open
for people. We need people’s
cooperation.”

Policemen in plainclothes
were posted at different
gates of the state adminis-
trative headquarters today.
Mr Deb said: “We have not
yet imposed any restriction
on vehicles plying in front of
Writers’ Buildings. But strict
vigilance will be carried out.”
Airport alert: Security at
the NSC Bose International
airport too has been tight-
ened. CISF sources said vigi-
lance had been stepped up
and more security personnel
deployed to guard the
planes in the aprons and vi-
tal installations in and out-
side the operational areas of
the airport

Mr Aml Biswas, CPI-M
state secretary, said the
chief minister had briefed

the party on the Central in-
telligence alert. /
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~“Govt. one on joi

By Sandeep Dikshit % %‘\,

NEW DELHI, JUNE 6. The Govern-
ment today sought to put the lid
on the confusion caused by var-
ying statements by senior Cabi-
net Ministers on the issue of
“joint patrolling” of the Line of
Control (LoC) by asserting that
there were no differences on
this score.

“The Government is one on
the issue. The Defence Minister
agrees with the Prime Minister
and there is no difference of
opinion between them,” Niru-
pama Rao, a spokesperson of
the External Affairs Ministry,
said.

Mr. Fernandes had said yes-
terday that the proposal was not
feasible but later retracted his
comments saying that he had
not seen the Prime Minister’s
Almaty statement suggesting
joint patrolling by India and Pa-
kistan to verify the termination
of cross-border terrorism along
the LoC.

She said the proposal was
“very serious, major and signif-
icant” and “if Pakistan is seri-
ous about its commitment to
stop terrorism and control infil-
tration and to allow for a ver-
ification of the situation on the

"‘

ground, then joint patrolling is
the most practical way to han-
dle this”. The onus was now on
Pakistan to respond to the pro-
posal. “The response has to
come from there.” .

Defence analysts as well as
serving officers say the proposal
is “within the realms of possi-
bility”” but the current environ-
ment is ''not really conducive to
it.” Joint patrolling is technical-
ly possible even at the current
juncture. However, some confi-
dence-building measures are
required before this concept is
tried out because the two ar-
mies have been in an eye-ball-
to-eye-bail confrontation for
several months now. They point
out that the concept of joint pa-
trolling is not new and was aired
by India thrice in the past. But
on each occasion, bilateral rela-
tions were showing signs of
thawing as compared to the sit-
uation now where hostilities ap-
pear to be only a flicker away.

India first made the offer
while the Shimla Agreement
was being drafted after Pakistan
had been squarely routed in a
war and was keen on improving
bilateral ties. Later, it was re-
vived in 1989 when V.P. Singh
was the Prime Minister and the

87
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nt patrollin

ernment was keen on put-
ing behind the bitterness gen-
rated by an aggressive Indian
my exercise, ‘Operation
Brasstacks’, and Islamabad’s
patronising of Sikh terrorists.
While the proposal during Mr.
Singh’s tenure pertained to
joint patrolling in Punjab, a few
weeks before the Agra summit,
this concept was sought to be
extended to Jammu and Kash-
mir as part of several confi-
dence-building measures being
suggested at that time.

Pakistan either rejected the
proposals or responded with
the concept of coordinated pa-
trolling which India feels is
meaningless.

Serving officers, who have
faced the brunt of Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism, do not
think the proposal can be im-
plemented under the present
circumstances. Joint patrolling
can have some meaning only af-
ter Pakistan completely dis-
mantles the terrorist training
camps. For this, Islamabad
would have to play a pro-active
role and demonstrate its will to
make a clean break with terror-
ists whom it has been patronis-
ing, said analysts.

However, they feel that the

N 20
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proposal can succeed in the fu-
ture. Despite mutual antipathy
between the two establish-
ments, some kind of arrange-
ment still exists at the border for
regular contacts. On the west-
ern border, Pakistan Rangers
and the Border Security Force
hold flag meetings and the two
Directors-General of Military
Operations maintain telephonic
contact every week, just as they
did this Tuesday.

Similarly, the BSF and the
Bangladesh Rifles meet fre-
quently while Chinese and Indi-
an forces on the Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh border ex-
change mail and also help in lo-
cating soldiers who stray into
each other’s territories. “These
contacts can be built up into an
arrangement on the lines of
what has been suggested by the
Prime Minister,” they feel.

But a section of the serving
and retired officers are uncom-
fortable with the proposal
“There are too many pitfalls.
We will compromise our posi-
tion and could even show them
things we do not want them to
see. It is one thing to observe
our defences through binocu-
lars and another to see them at
close quarters,” they say

EN 2 | SR A



~ARMITAGE ARRIVES TODAY ON PEACE MISSION

Delhi against

3-UK p«

NEW DELHI, June 6. — The
US deputy secretary of state, Mr
Richard Armitage, arrives here
from Islamabad tomorrow to try
and broker an easing of tension
between the two countries.

A day after Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee mooted a proposal for
joint Indo-Pak patrolling along
the LoC to verify levels of cross-
border infiltration, British news-
papers today reported that Mr
Armitage might suggest patrol-
ling along the LoC by US and
British troops.

(India opposes any plan of US
and UK troops patrolling the
LoC. It favours joint patrols by
Indian and Pakistani troops, Mr
Brajesh Mishra, national securi-
ty adviser, said. “The terrain
here (LoC) is difficult, and only
India and Pakistan know it inch
by inch. It is more important
that India and Pakistan monitor
this territory,” Mr Mishra said at
a press conference in Moscow,
adds an agency report.)

The foreign ministry spokes-
person today said the issue of
joint Indo-Pak patrolling along

the LoC was a “serious, sngmﬁ-
cant and major initiative”, which
the government would like Paki-
stan to consider.

Mr Vajpayee’s proposal is

aimed at breaking the deadlock
between the two countries on in-
filtration and cross-border ter-
rorism, she said. It would re-
move Pakistani grievances of In-
dia being “the accuser and the

o1 2R
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]udge and it would stop India
from appearing obdurate on the
issue of dialogue in the wake of
Pakistani denials of infiltration.
Also, if accepted, it would imply
Pakistan’s acceptance of the
LoC.

In any case, senior officials
said, the proposal squarely puts
the ball back in Pakistan’s court.

During his day-long visit Mr
Armitage will be briefed on In-
dia’s assessment of the current
situation, including sharing of
Intelligence reports, the spokes-
person said. The issue of the
treatment of Indian diplomatic
staff in Pakistan will also be
raised. Mr Armitage is sched-
uled to meet the Prime Minister,
the home minister, the defence
minister, the external affairs
minister and the Leader of the
Opposition during his brief visit.

The matter of foreign embas-
sies recalling their citizens from
India is not on the agenda of the
meetings with Mr Armitage, the
spokesperson said. But she ex-
pressed “disappointment” at na-
tions pulling out their people
from India. “This has created

Turn to pageti/‘
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sufe and secure”. The “major
|dlt of the rcqponslhlhty (for
this move to evacuate citizens)
lics with Pakistan,” she said.

Defence officials also see
little chance of an international
force, comprising US and
British troops, being deployed
on the LoC to check infiltration.

The issue of joint Indo-Pak
patrolling, sources said, is more
2 “counter-proposal” to tell the
world community in Almaty that
India is not stubborn and wants
a dccent solution to the
iunfiltration problem.

The LoC is one of the most
difficult arcas to monitor
Jespite the measures already
taken. It runs several hundred
miles from Akhnoor, in the
plens around Jammu right up
to the Siachen Glacier through
high mountains and thick
forcsts. From the Glacier to
Zojila Pass through Batalik,
Kargil and Drass are very high
mountains. Picking up infiltrators
who enter through this region in
<mall groups is difficult despite
having additional troops and
high- tech devices.

The stretch from Zojila to
TangJdhar is rough. The Gurez
arca is not densely forested but
ihere are high peaks - Lili 1 and
), abeut 5,550 metres high —
lining this arca. Close by is
Zannnderkhan Galli, a densely
forested infiltration route. The
[arkhia Galli is difficult to patrol
a5 is the Tutweri Galli, close to
tiethor, The Lolab Valley s
wied by tenorists who come in
throueh the Rajdhan Pass. The
TMG Pass leads to the Rajawar
forest and then, to Baramulla,
Doda and Anantnag.

South of the Pir Panjal range,
currently, the 16 Corps arca,
there are three or four major en-
try points. They include the Kirni
-4 the Betar Nullahs in Poonch.

/
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‘No de-escalation

ELES

A
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Statesman News Service -

BANGALORE, June 6. — Mr
George Fernandes today ruled out
de-escalation along the Interna-
tional Border so long as Pakistan
refused to meet India’s demand to
curb cross-border terrorism.

After the successful test flight
of LCA technology demonstra-

“tor two, the defence minister said
Pakistan must hand over at least
14 of .the 20 terrorists wanted in
India as they are Indian citizens.
He was responding to queries re-
garding reports in a section of
the press that de-escalation proc-
ess might start soon.

Mr Fernandes said: “Our con-
ditions are jmportant because if
cross-border terrorism does not
stop, we have a problem on our
hands...Therefore, we'll wait as
long as it’s necessary.” Till now
there’s no indication of a change
in Pakistan’s attitude nor has it en-
couraged terrorists to move out of
camps in that country, he added.

Terrorists of Indian origin en-
joying, Pakistan’s support should
first' be handed over to India.
“Unless these things happen,
there cannot be any de-escala-
tion,” the minister said.

: perspectlvc,” he sald —SNS

Asked about the travel adviso-
ries issued by the UK, the USA
and other countries, he said it
was difficult to judge the motive
behind this. After all, General
Pervez Musharraf had himself
ridiculed any talk of using nucle-
ar option.

Regarding defence outlay, he
said money should never be the
consideration for defence.

He also referred to his state-
ment yesterday which seemed to
contradict the one given by Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee at Almaty
on joint patrolling along the 1B.

07’

ow: Fernan 1es

. the'BJP spakesperson, ,
‘of them said the issue should be examined,
- Vajpayee s statement was a well thought out statement. :
Lauding the outcome of the Almaty meet Mr Shashtri stressed
that Pakistan was completely isolated at the diplomatic
sed that Pakistan would abide by the Alm ‘
' ,cross—border terronsm “Once CTOss:

Mr Femandes said such patrol-
ling would not be possible.

The defence minister said now
that Pakistan had rejected Mr
Vajpayee’s offer, “there can’t be
a one-sided proposal”.

He explained Mr Vajpayee
had only said India would have a
look at the possibility of a joint
patrolling. “When I responded to
your queries yesterday, I didn’t
know what the Prime Minister
had said on the subject. In any
case, I got the correct version
and later Pakistan had respon-
ded toit.”

Tm prms
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" ITWILL NEVER MATERIALISE: FERNANDES

PM wants ]omt

' LoC patrol

June 5. — Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee today pro-
posed joint patrolling of the Line of Control by In-
dia and Pakistan, This is seen as an attempt to
counter Pakistan’s renewed focus on third-party
mediation on Kashmir,

The Prime Minister said: “It is impractical to
suggest that a third country should send observers
to monitor the LoC, where the terrain is moun-
tainous and inaccessible.” If Pakistan stops cross-
border infiltration, joint patrolling of the LoC by
India and Pakistan could be con-
sidered, he said. .

The defence minister, Mr
George Fernandes has, however,
ruled out such a possibility, say-
ing “it would never happen”,
adds an agency report from
Bangalore. Defence officials said

WASHINGTQN June 5
President George W Bush
“today called up Mr Atal

(summit) and hoped all matters, mcludmg Kash-
mir, would be sorted out peacefully through dia-
logue. But a dialogue would be initiated only if
Pakistan ends cross-border infiltration.

Ruling out international mediation in bilateral
matters of India and Pakistan, Mr Vajpayee said
the increased international pressure on Pakistan
was part of diplomatic efforts to persuade it to ab-
jure terrorism.

Economic sanctions could be considered against
Pakistan if it did not stop sponsoring cross-border
terrorism, he said.

Admitting that esédlation of

. tension along the border had hit
I the economy, the Prime Minister
~ said the economy was -saifflent
enough to bear the brunt. “We
want tensions to end, the threat
of war to recedg and economic
prospects to open up, but Paki-

such matters needed to be Behari Vajpayee and General stan will have to stop infiltration.
worked out after discussions and ' Pervez Musharraf and asked The CICA summit has paved the
at present, the ‘two countries the twoleadersto “choose the way for stepping up international
were not talking at all. path of diploma ped  resolve against terrorism,”
(Pakistan has reacted cautious- them to tak will.  Mr Vajpayee, who returned to
ly to Mr Vajpayee’s suggestion _ease tensions ‘ > Delhi tonight, said India “does
saying “the idea can be tabled risk of war, the White not share” the assessment of the
during the dialogue”, adds AFP spoke.sman, Mr Ari Flelsher situation by foreign countries

from Islamabad.)

Mr Vajpayee said removal of ¢
troops deployed on the border Pakistan
would be the last step. “It would . military
not be possible for us to simply
accept Pakistani assurances (that

said. The USA again asked its
citizens to leave Indxa and

which have moved out their per-
sonnel from India following esca-
he lation of border tension.

ic. Turkey offer: Turkey has offered
to assist India and Pakistan in
reducing tension, reports AFP

infiltration has ended). Verifica-
tion is required and we would test
their assurances on the ground.”

Editorial: Parting message,
page 4

from Ankara. Turkish Prime Min-
ister Mr Bulent Ecevit has written
to Mr Vajpayee and Gen

At the Agra summit last year, Pakistan was not
even willing to acknowledge the term “cross-bor-
der terrorism”. Under increased international
pressure, it has now been forced to make state-
ments like “cross-border terrorism has ended” and
raise rhetorical questions like “where is the infil-
tration”, he said.

The Prime Minister said relations between the
two countries had moved forward from Agra

Musharraf, saying “Turkey is ready to assume any
role to defuse tension between the two sides”.
‘Sitnation unchanged” Gen Musharraf has said the
situation along the Indo-Pak border “remained un-
changed”, reports PTI from Islamabad. Back home
from Almaty, Gen. Musharraf said he hoped the
tension would not escalate further.

War threat still looms large: Advani, page 6
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“I don’t have any conditions (for
a meeting). You need to ask this
question to Mr Vajpayee,” Gen.
Musharraf told reporters after
meeting President Nazarbaev.

He said the Kazakh President
had told him that he had been
unable to obtain an assurance

" from Mr Vajpayee that the
Indian Prime Minister would
agree to speak to him.

The UN Secretary-General,
Mr Kofi Annan, said he hoped

. President Putin and Mr Jiang
Zemin would be able to dissuade
leaders of the two countries from
any further escalation during
their discussions at the Almaty
summit, adds PTL

After Gen. Musharraf’s
arrival at the Kazakh capital,
tempers of Pakistani media-
persons have begun to fray.
They waylaid the official
spokesperson of the Indian
external affairs ministry in a
pack with such aggressive
questions as “what more do you
want him (Gen. Musharraf) to
do?” “Is there no end — limited
war, conventional war and even
nuclear war? Where do you
want this to end?” they
continued. Before walking out
of the melee, the spokesperson
asked who actually had been
doing the nuclear saber-rattling,
Pakistani reporters didn’t even
spare Mr Mishra.

Meanwhile, speculations are
rife regarding what should be
the order in which President
Vladimir Putin would meet Mr
Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf.

Indian officials said at the
CICA summit, heads of state
would speak before heads of
government, giving the Prime
Minister a chance to counter
any charges Gen. Musharraf
might hurl at him. That, as in
Kathmandu, is being seen as a
cause for India to be “one up”.

That the international
community is under the grip of
the nuclear scare is clear from
the huge western medi
presence at the CICA. /{
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Pak promisés

Delhi banks on

June 3. — “If there is lessening of tensions,...it is

because of the promises made by General Pervez _

Musharraf and conveyed to us by the USA and the
UK. Not because- of their (Mr Vajpayee and
President Musharraf) presence at Almaty,” Mr

further sald “promises were also made on 12
January” that Pakistan’s soil wouldn’t be allowed
to be used for fomenting terrorism in Jammu and*
Kashmir.

Although infiltration had declined since
February, there had been a considerable increase
in terrorist activities and infiltration attempts (an
average of 300 incidents per month) while about

Brajesh Mishra said here today.

The national security adviser
asserted until the promises
made by Gen. Musharraf to
various interlocutors in the
international community are
implemented, there is no
question of opening a dialogue
with  Pakistan. “If these
promises are implemented ...
and we can verify them, we’ll
take appropriate steps,” Mr
Mishra said.

Both Mr Mishra and the
minister of state for external
affairs, Mr Omar Abdullah,
stressed that there will be no
meeting at any level between
officials of India and Pakistan.
“We are here for an
international conference...for
which we’ve prepared very

300 people had been killed. India wants,

Britain fears influx

LONDON June 3. — British
home secretary Mr David Blun-

iig{é, k Europe to share the
b of an influx of up to
refugeesfrom India and

Pakxstan if the two countries go
to war, The govemment has re-
portedly drawn up emergency
plans to deal with asylum-seek-
ers. Although the foreign office
estimates the number of British
passport holders in the two coun-
tries to be no more than 21,000,
at least six times as many have
family links in this country and
would see Britain as their natural
refuge. — The Times, London

senior officials said, mflltratlon
across the LoC to end
permanently — “switching on
and off the terror tap” won’t do.

Senior officials said the
India-Pakistan stand off seems
to dominate the CICA summit
— an unfortunate fallout of
most international meetings
which both countries attend.
That it has become a “key
issue” at the conference is
apparent from the fact that the
Kazakh President,- Mr Nur-
sultan Nazarbaev, today subtly
suggested to Mr Vajpayee
during their one-on-one inter-
action that if India changed its
mind about a meeting, he, as
the host, would “facilitate” it.
The Prime Minister “politely”

hard,” Mr Mishra said.

Mr Abdullah spent a good part of yesterday, he
said, trying to figure out what new “antics” the
General could possibly display. The Prime
Minister would “do nothing to attract attention”,
implying that after the Kathmandu experience,
they are prepared for any histrionics.

told him it was not needed as any amount of
outside pressure would not make India yield till it
had independently verified what it needed.
President Musharraf, who arrived here this
evening, said he was prepared “unconditionally”
to hold talks on the Kashmir issue with Mr
Vajpayee during the security summit, adds AFP.

The prmapal secretary to the Prime Minister

NEW DELHI, June 3. — India’s
stand appears to have softened
slightly in’recent days, par-
ticularly with coercive dip-
lomatic actions apparently
successful and the Western
powers cracking down on
Jslamabad.

(But the Union home
minister, Mr LK Advani .
has again expressed do-
ubts as to whether interna-
tional pressure on Pakistan to
stop exporting terrorism will
have any effect. He suggested
economic sanctions against Isla-
mabad, adds PTI. Meanwhile,
high alert for the services contin-

ues with Army offlcers attached
to the NCC and other institutions
being sent to units.)

“There is some softening of po-
sition,” defence sources said,

While the MoD rules out the
use of nuclear weapons and
talks of a ‘mature’ response to

another Kaluchak, Advani

suggests economic sanctions.

against Islamabad

pointing out a shift in Mr George
Fernandes’ position. In an inter-
view, he had said India would re-
act strongly if another Kaluchak
happened. In Singapore, he spoke
of not being impulsive — a slight,

Turn to page 6

/ Soft stand, hard line A

but distinct change of stance.

Another official pointed out
last Saturday the response to an- -
other Kaluchak-type massacre
would be “mature”. He said India
would not go to a war just
because militants have
struck again.

Clearly, the emphasis
would be on diplomacy, and
the imminent arrival of se-
nior US diplomats is a sign
that the West has woken up
to cross-border terrorism.

Visits by top US officials
show their interest in solving the

problem is increasing.

It started with Ms Christina
Rocea, and Mr Richard Armitage
and Mr Donald Rumsfeld are
due to arrive in Delhi.
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NEW DELHI, June 1. — As
the sabre-rattling between
India and Pakistan is con-
tinuing, the defence ministry
is looking to acquire new
sabres: weapons for the
Armed Forces.

The first T-90 tanks have
just arrived and have been a
morale-booster  for  the
forces, The ministry has
stockpiled huge quantities of
shells for the 155MM Bofors
guns for the artillery. Also,
India has asked for thermal
imaging systems, sensors
and light weapons for com-
mandos. More sophisticated
weapons are coming in. They
include:

W Green Pine radars from Is-
rael

B The Airborne Warning
and Control Systems or the
AWACS, the long-awaited
eye in the sky. This will al-
low forces to better respond
to possible attacks. This will
be supplied by the Russians
and the Israelis. The plane
will be the Russian I1-76,
while the Israeli Phalcon ra-
dar is likely to be purchased.
8 Spares for the Sea King
helicopters and the Harrier
jump jet fighters for the Na-

vy from the US. Only about a

oD on
buymg v
spree ;-

third of the copters and
fighters are in operational
readiness because of the lack
of spares.

8 The GE-404 engines for
the Light Combat Aircraft
are now coming from the
USA.

@ The Hawk advanced jet
trainer is also likely now
that the British have clari-
fied that there is no embargo
on its sale. About 66 are to
be purchased.

® India has already signed a
deal for the purchase of
weapon-locating radars from
the US. They will be here by
2004. A defence official said
that they should have been
purchased by 1997.

A The price negotiation com-

mittee for the purchase of |

the Russian aircraft carrier,
Admiral Gorshkov, has just
been formed. It will continue
negotiations for 4-6 weeks
before arriving at a price.
Then, it may be bought.

® But the P-3 Orion plane
for the Navy is not on the
agenda immediately. The
Navy believes that it is too
expensive and for that price,
could get something more
necessary. For the moment,
the Kamov helicopters will
do the repbnnaissance
necessary.

7

) 1M

-

!

[ o ]
~>

THE STATESMAM



/ War threat downp aye

By Amit Baruah \ b

SINGAPORE, MAY 31. The Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, to-
day downplayed the threat of
war in South Asia by saying that
Indian and Pakistani troops had
been facing each other on the
border for the past six months
but there had not been “any in-
cident”.

Mr. Fernandes, who met the
U.S. Deputy Defence Secretary,
Paul Wolfowitz, for more than
an hour, told The Hindu: “For
the last nearly six months, our
troops are there (on the border).
Pakistani troops are also there.
And there hasn't been any in-
cident, which has triggered any
hostilities. Therefore, one need
not be worried on this count.”

Earlier, talking to pressper-
sons, he referred to the fact that
Indian and Pakistani troops had
been in an eyeball-to-eyeball
situation for the past six
months. “So, I don’t think one
need worry just now about
what's likely to happen.”

In brief remarks to the press,

Mr. Wolf0w1tz said that the U.S.
was “very much opposed to
cross-border terrorism” when
asked whether Pakistan’s sup-
port for the battle against Al-
Qaeda was restricting Washing-
ton from putting greater
pressure on the Pakistani Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, to end
cross-border terrorism.

However, he hastened to add
that Washington did not believe
that war was the solution. “War
in the subcontinent has the po-
tential to do untold damage to
India, to Pakistan, to the whole
world.”

Mr. Wolfowitz felt that the
tension had come at a partic-
ularly “tragic time” because the
U.S. had inaugurated a “new
year” of relations with not just
Pakistan, but also India.

Referring to his meeting with
Mr. Wolfowitz, Mr. Fernandes
said the discussions were fo-
cussed on the situation prevail-
ing in South Asia.

“He wanted to know the lat-
est situation and that was con-
veyed to him.”

Gujral suggests PM,
Musharraf meet in Almaty

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 31. Without ad-
vocating immediate talks, the
former Prime Minister, Inder
Kumar Gujral, has proposed an
“ice breaking” meeting be-
tween the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, and the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, on the sidelines of next
week’s international security
summit in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

Visibly concerned about the
possible repercussions of the
on-going Indo-Pak. military
stand-off, Mr. Gujral, in an ex-
clusive interview to The Hindy,
was emphatic that the Prime
Minister could utilise a prelimi-
nary contact with Gen. Mushar-
raf to “highlight the common
threat posed by terrorism to the
civil society of both India and
Pakistan. We should then wait
for his (President Musharraf’s)

response’’ before taking any
further step.

Mr. Gujral felt that the Prime
Minister should, on the margins
of the Conference on Interac-
tion and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia (CICA), hold
crucial bilateral discussions
with the Russian President, Vla-
dimir Putin, and, if possible,
with the Chinese President,
Jiang Zemin, apart from engag-
ing the Central Asian heads at
Almaty. “All diplomatic options
have to be exhausted. War is a
desperate last option,” he ob-
served. Advocating a three-
stage “road map’’ that can lead
to a phased reduction of ten-
sions between India and Pakis-
tan, Mr. Gujral felt that
“participants in Almaty can
make Pakistan understand that
terrorism like chastity is indivis-
ible.”

Details on Page 12

ed .

To a’question on what more
the U.S. could do to put pres-
sure on Pakistan, Mr. Fernandes
said, “It is U.S. generosity in re-

leasing funds from the IMF,

World Bank and from other
similar agencies that keeps
Musharraf going. To make such
funds available when the per-
son talks of a jehad against In- |
dia and wusing the nuclear "
weapon and has no qualms in |
exporting terrorists to India is !
something on which we need to
ponder and take appropriate
steps.”

To a question if India was
amenable to a reported British
suggestion to deploy an inter-
national monitoring force on
both sides of the Line of Control
(LoC), Mr. Fernandes said,
“There is enough evidence that
has been presented to the whole ,
world and (the) U.S. has similar
evidence of the manner in
which terrorists are crossing.”

Mr. Fernandes, who arrived
in Singapore from New Delhi
this morning, also met the Phi-
lippine Defence Secretary, An-
gelo Reyes, the Singapore
Deputy Prime Minister and De-
fence Minister, Tony Tan, the
Malaysian Defence Minister,
Najib bin Tun Abdul Razak, and
a delegation of U.S. Senators
and Congresspersons.

Meeting ruled out

NEW DELHI, MAY 31. India today
ruled out any meeting between |
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari |
Vajpayee, and the Pakistan °
President, Pervez Musharraf, on
the sidelines of a security con-
ference in Kazakhstan next
week but said Mr. Vajpayee was
expected to hold bilateral talks
with the Russian leader, Vladi-
mir Putin, and the Chinese
President, Jiang Zemin.

“There is no question of Mr.
Vajpayee meeting Gen. Mushar-
raf. There is no possibility of a
Tashkent II,” the Special Secre-
tary in the External Affairs Min- |
istry, R.M. Abhyankar, said |
while briefing presspersons

1
here on the Prime Minister’s .
o
|
|

four-day visit to Almaty frop |
June 2. — PTI /
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AMONG HE SOCIAL ailures for whlcht e coun—
try has been unable to find a meaningful solution,
child labour is one of the worst. Linked with this
failure are several other social weaknesses that
have pushed generations of hapless children into
work in the past and continue to keep the ranks of
the little labourers swelling. Seen against this
backdrop, the announcement ‘that the Govern-
ment proposes to double its allocation for erad-
- icating child labour is welcome. However,
stepping up the availability of resources only
marks part of a long corrective process and by
itself provides no cause for comfort that all will be
well in the years to come. For, the issue to be
addressed is not merely stopping children from
working, but other related ones such as primary
education, the rural-urban divides, poverty-relat-
ed issues and those relating to economic inequal-
ity. Added to these commonly accepted factors
that propel child labour across the world is the
distinctly Indian attribute of caste and social
structures. An additional factor in what is bound
to be a long battle is the overlap of all these caus-
es, making the task of elimination easier said than
done.

In a way, India’s responses to child labour have
been paradoxical. Though in the forefront of
Asian countries in terms of assessing the problem
— the first detailed investigation was conducted
in the late 1920s — and in terms of enacting legis-
lation — a framework of rules was in place in 1933
— in showing results, the nation has fallen short
of expectations. One of the most commonly attri-
buted causes for the poor result has been the fail-
ure to make primary education universal, Kerala
being a notable and healthy exception. The poor
school infrastructure conditions, the inability to
arrest the dropout rates at the primary level and,
more important, parental thinking, have all
worked together forcing the child out of the class-
room to the workplace. Though it is recognised

LENGE O

—— e
\C\h (f)the first step to ending child labour is by mak-

CHILD LABOUR

ing primary education compulsory, the Indian re-
sponse suffers from a colossal failure on this front.
Moreover, instances of the use of child labour go
unreported, many times deliberately so, making
the task more complicated. With the exact magni-
tude of the problem a matter of debate, more time

is spent on finding the numbers than in findinga

mechanism that can end the practice.

The continuing lack of clarity in the approach to
combat child labour — as is evident through the
arguments by some for the abolitionist route and
still others for alleviation — reflects the contradic-
tions that continue to confront policy makers. No-
where is this contradiction more exposed than in
maintaining distinctions between hazardous and
non-hazardous work for children. Clearly, the
path to complete eradication of child labour will
imply that such distinctions are done away with at
the earliest. Arguments often made in favour of
employment of children in non-hazardous work
deflect from the important point that the barter-
ing away of childhood scars the individual irrepa-
rably. The way out of the tragic social malady is
economic development, though the Indian expe-
rience has defied even this argument. For eco-
nomic development to make a meaningful change
for the country’s children, a substantial stepping
up of resources for education is a necessary pre-
condition, especially in rural areas where the
problem goes unnoticed. A more important
change required is in the mindset of adults who
willingly send their children to work. To make this
change effectively, issues relating to economic
deprivation have to be addressed as well. The de-
cision by the International Labour Organisation to
bring child labour under sharper international fo-
cus by observing the first World Day Against Child
Labour last week should galvanise the individual
and national efforts to rid India of this debilitating

social iniquity. /
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SINGAPORE, JUNE 2. The Defence Ministe
George Fernandes, came close to giving a
assurance to the international community
that India would not attack Pakistan as
feared when he said today that New Delhi
“will not be impulsive” in dealing with
cross-border terrorism.

Mr. Fernandes made the remarks at the
closing session of the Asia Security Confer-
ence after extensive interaction with the
U.S. Deputy Defence Secretary, Paul Wol-
fowitz.

Right through the three-day conference,
Mr. Fernandes has been engaged with Mr.
Wolfowitz. They are known to have had at

least two meetings — one formal and the

other informal. Even this morning at the
conference, the extent of Indo-U.S. engage-
ment became clear when Mr. Wolfowitz
walked across to where Mr. Fernandes was
sitting and whispered something into his
ear. Soon afterwards, Mr. Fernandes left
the conference hall and went to his room in
the Shangri La hotel — which also-happens
to be the venue of the meeting, organised
by the International Institute of Strategic
Studies (11SS).

What transpired between the two is not
immediately clear, but senior officials con-
firmed to this correspondent that the U.S.
was actively engaged in pressuring Pakis-
tan to offer some “immediately verifiable”
step that it has stopped aiding cross-border
terrorism.

Without saying it, the U.S. is playing
mediator, “If the U.S. is successful in pres-
suring Pakistan, then a cooling of tensions
is possible,” the officials said.

In his speech and while answering ques-
tions, Mr. Fernandes said: “I don't see the

k likelihood of any kind of escalation (with

Pakistan) which takes us to the extreme.”
India, he said, had never begun a war with
Pakistan and all the four wars had been
imposed upon New Delhi. He “cannot vi-
sualise”” a situation where any action that
India took would get out of hand. He made
it clear that India had asked the U.S. to stop
the flow of funds to Pakistan till Islamabad
put a stop to sponsoring terrorism into
India.

Referring to the May 14 Kaluchak kill-
ings, Mr. Fernandes said India was “angry
and anguished” at the incident. “The pres-
sure on our Prime Minister to launch an
attack on the terrorists is intense. But we
held back — only to have Abdul Gani Lone,
a voice of moderation in the politics of
Kashmir, assassinated by terrorists. India is
focussed on terrorism — with determina-
tion. We are not threatening the territorial
integrity of Pakistan, nor do we have any
animus against the people of Pakistan. We
have resolved to address the problem of
terrorism both tactically and strategically.
All we expect of the Musharraf regime is
that it desist from supporting terrorism,”
he said.

Mr. Fernandes, who was repeatedly
urged by speaker after speaker to ensure
that India continued to exercise restraint,
said that there was, perhaps, a need to
change the semantics of war when we ad-
dress terrorism.

“India has been grappling with the chal-
lenge of terrorism for many years. We rec-
ognise that the military is only one of many
tools in the quiver of State and society
...short-term interests shou}d not allow
countries to make imprudent choices. In

this specific case, I believe the global com- .

munity, led by the U.S., can prevail upon

Pakistan to live up to its responsibilities to
the global community and its commitment
to the U.N. Security Council Resolution
1373 (which enjoins States not to support
terrorism, among other things). This is the
cooperation we seek from those who advise
India to be restrained,” Mr. Fernandes
said.

Surveying the Asian security scene, the
Defence Minister said China, Japan, India
and Russia had a “crucial role” to play in
fostering regional cooperation in the Asian
continent. ‘“We also view China as a crucial
peg of the emerging security and political
architecture of Asia. Much of Asia’s security
future will depend on the way China’s lead-

ership shapes its policies regarding many

of its neighbouring countries. China has
embarked upon a path of rapid modern-
isation and ambitious economic growth. It
is our hope that economic development in
China will help it to play a benign role in all
Asian matters, including the peaceful set-
tlement of its boundary disputes with some
countries in the region,”” he said.

On India’s nuclear posture, he said, “In-
dia’s nuclear weapons’ capability is meant
only for self-defence and seeks to ensure
that India’s independence and integrity are

not threatened by any misconceived plan |.

of nuclear aggression. India will not get
drawn into a nuclear arms race.”

After the conference, Mr. Fernandes held
meetings with the Defence Ministers of
Australia, New Zealand, Japan and Indone-
sia. It has been agreed that the “Asia Secu-
rity Conference” is to become an annual
affair providing a forum to Asian Defence
Ministers to meet with their counterparts
from Europe and the U.S.. The next meet-

ing will take plage in Singapore in May
2003. / ’
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~“India warned against -
ndia v{yﬁarned against
‘tampering'witly,

By Vladimir Radyuhin
MOSCOW, APRIL 28. Russigtry air-
craft manufacturers have cau-
tioned India against upgrading
their warplanes with the help of
third countries. “India’s cusrrent
effort to upgrade the MiG-27
fighter jets in cooperation with
Israel is wrong strategy,” Vladi-
mir Barkovsky, First Deputy
Head of the MIG corporation,
said.

“When people start tampering
with an aircraft they did not
build this may lead to disastrous
consequences.” Mr. Barkovsky
cited the example of Romania,
which had contracted Israel to
modernise its fleet of 100 MiG-21
planes. The result was disap-
pointing, with Romania losing 14
of the upgraded planes in recent
air crashes.

Last week a Romanian Air
Force delegation was in Moscow
to discuss the situation with MiG
manufacturers. He says his com-
pany has repeatedly offered to
prepare a comprehensive up-
grade programme for India’s
fleet of some 130 MiG-27s, but
India eventually opted in favour
of an Israeli proposal. “Ours
would be a far more efficient
modernisation than what India
is now doing jointly with Israel,”
Mr. Barkovsky told The Hindu.

is currently refitting the IAF’s 125
MiG-21 fighters on the basis of a
Russian upgrade package using
sets of Russia-supplied equip-
ment. The upgrade will turn the
vintage third-generation fighter
jet into a - fourth-generation
fighter jet and extend its service
life for another 15 years. The up-
graded MiG-21-23 is far more su-
perior to the F-7PG China has
supplied to Pakistan earlier this
year.

“The F-7, built on the basis of
an early version of MiG-21, is in-
ferior to India’s MiG-21 and is no
match at all for the MiG-21-23 in
terms of armament and ability to
engage air and ground targets,”
Mr. Barkovsky said. Russian ex-
perts blame the high rate of
MiG-21 crashes in India on a
lack of advanced jet trainer with
the IAF.

“You can’t teach a man to
drive a car and expect him to be
able to pilot a plane too,” Mr.
Barkovsky remarked. The MiG-
AT advanced jet trainer, power-
ed by two French Larzac en-
gines, came close to winning a
tender for the supply of 66 AJT
planes to the IAF, but due to re-
peated delays in induction the
Russian plane eventually lost to
the British Hawk. The MiG cor-
poration still thinks its trainer

ViG-27s

would be a better choice for In-
dia, especially considering its
decision to install Larzac engines
on the ingenious HJT-36 trainer.

“The single-engine HJT-36 for
intermediate pilot training will .
make a perfect match with the .
twin-engine MiG-AT for ad-
vanced piloting,”” Mr. Barkovsky -
said. “Such compatibility is not -
possible in the case of the single-
engine Hawk, whose engine can-
not be used for HJT-36.”

Development of new jet

The Russian Government has
given the green light to the de-
velopment of a fifth generation
fighter jet jointy with India. A
government commission for de-
fence indystry on Friday de-
clared Sukhoi  aircraft
company winner in a tender to
develop the new warplane.

The MiQ corporation and Ya-
koviev Design Bureau, which
had also bid for the project, will
now join fprces with Sukhoi in
Russia’s mdst ambitious defence
project since the break-up of the
Soviet Unioh 10 years ago.

Russia hab already offered to
pool resources to jointly develop
and build the fifth generation
fighter jet intended to compete
with the Joint Strike Force (JSF)
fighter being developed in the
United States.

.



'PM briefs President as
border tension mountis

TiMES NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: Even as Prime Minister A. B. Va-
jpayee held a high-level meeting on Thursday

. to review the situation along the Indo-Pak
border, militants intensified their attacks on
security installations in Jammu and Kash-
mir. The two-hour meeting was attended by
home minister L.K. Advani, defence minister
George Fernandes and external affairs min-
ister Jaswant Singh. The leaders apparently
discussed the various options before the
country in dealing with Pakistan.

Addressing mediapersons, Mr Singh said
the meeting was not limited to the military
situation, but that a number of other issues
had also come up. However, there was no
change in Mr Vajpayee’s Kazhakstan tour
programme. The PM is slated to leave for Al-
maty on June 2 for a two-day conference on
confidence-building measures in Asia.

Later in the day, Mr Vajpayee met Presi-
dent K.R."Nirayanan for about 45 minutes
and briefed him on the current Indo-Pak
standoff and the diplomatic drive that the

government had launched to apprise the
world community of the situation.

Meanwhile, even as heavy exchange of fire
continued between the armies of the two
countries along the international border and
the Line of Control, militants struck at vital
locations in Sopore, Doda and Kokranag dis-
tricts. In the last 24 hours, encounters be-
tween policemen and ultras have claimed the
lives of two policemen and five militants.

On Wednesday night, two suspected
Lashkar-e-Toiba militants attired in police
uniforms stormed the Doda district police
lines after shooting dead the sentry. The ul-
tras also killed an unarmed policeman. How-
ever, the duo was later trapped in a ration
store and killed on Thursday.

Meanwhile, in Islamabad, Gen Pervez
Musharraf said a war would break out only
if India initiated it. Denying reports that
troops had been redeployed from the western
border with Afghanistan to the eastern flank
with India, Gen Musharraf said such a move
was omlv being considered.
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/)TWE FOR FITTING RESPONSE WAS AFTER 13 DEC’

‘Retaliation chance

missed, says PM

MANALIL, May 26. — The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, admitted
for the first time today that India had
lost the chance of launching a surprise
attack on Pakistan. The time for a fitting
response to Pakistan’s misadventure
would have been immediately after the
13 December attack on Parliament, Mr
Vajpayee said.

Warning the world that “India’s pa-
tience is running out” in its fight against
terrorism, the Prime Minister, in a not-
so-optimistic reference to the on-going
interaction with world leaders to find a
solution, said: “The world tells us that we
are right and that cross-border terrorism
should stop. The world also tells us to ex-
ercise restraint, but how long and how
much can we tolerate?”

He said Pakistan was not satxsfxed with
the Partition and now wanted to divide
Jammu and Kashmir.

Addressing a public meeting to launch
the construction of Rohtang tunnel, Mr
Vajpayee called upon the people to
maintain unity and be prepared for sacri-
fice in the event of a “crisis”.

Referring to the terrorist attack in Ka-
luchak and the brutal killing of women
and children, he said: “We want to end
this game of blood”.

Mr Vajpayee reviewed security along
the border with the defence minister, Mr
George Fernandes, adds a PTI report.
He was briefed by the National Security
Adviser, Mr Brajesh Mishra, on his
meeting with the Atomic Energy
Commission yesterday. Mr Fernandes
briefed the Prime Minister on the latest
ground situation in forward areas.
Farooq rues inaction: Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Mr Farooq Abdullah

M ~
today said Indla’s “inacfion” across the
LoC to counter Pakistarl-sponsored ter-
rorism signaliled it was weak.

Addressing a seminar in Jammu, he
said China had been using Pakistan
against India while continuing to talk of
friendly relations with Delhi. “But it is
ironical that our government has not ex-
tended any support to the Dalai Lama
nor did we make any protest when Tibet

we are ght and that
, cross»border terrorism
; ust stop, but how
can we toierate?’

was taken over by China.”

“The message down the line is that we
are a weak nation and do not have the
guts,” Mr Abdullah said, reacting to
General Pervez Musharraf’s reported re-
mark that “empty vessel sounds much”.

“I want to see when we react... I do not
want war because it leads to destruction.
But how long we will get killed and ac-
cept deaths.”

The Prime Minster, who laid the foun-
dation stone for the Rohtang Tunnel, said:
“Qur developmental work will not stop,
whatever the situation.” Development and
defence go together, and the Rohtang
tunnel project was an example, he said.
Pak shelling: Five persons were killed
and eight injured as Pakistani troops in-
dulged in mortar firing and heavy shel-
ling of villages in the RS Pura sector late
last night, adds PTI from Jammu.

In retaliation, Indian troops targeted
three Pakistani posts across Karotona-
kurd-Bega belt and damaged them. Au-
thorities have evacuated 10,000 villag-
ers from the border areas of Ramgarh
sub-sector. .

Mortar shelling along the International
Border was also reported from Londi,
Pangrain, Rajpura, Mawa and Sambha
sectors in Jammu and Kathua districts.

Three militants, including a foreign
mercenary, were killed in separate en-
counters in Jammu division while two ci-
vilians were hurt in an IED blast since
last evening,

A Lashkar-e-Taiyaba militant was kil-
led in an encounter with the Army in
Pulwama district late last night.

In Bandipora area of Baramulla dis-
trict, three Army personnel were in-
jured when militants detonated an
IED today.

In an apparent fallout of the killing of
Abdul Ghani Lone, the Jammu. and
Kashmir IG (Security), Mr Ashok Bhan
has been shifted as the director of Sher-
e-Kashmir Police Academy’in Udham-
pur. Mr Bhan w5 tgansferred on Friday
and the ADG, Mr PS Gill, was given
charge of the post.

In -the biggest seizure in recent
months, the Army today unearthed three
militant arms dumps in the two border
districts of Kupwara and Baramulla.
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By Luv Pun

SRINAGAR, MAY 23. The Prlrne
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today described the condition
on the border with Pakistan as
tense and challenging and said
India would not let Pakistan
carry on with its proxy war any
longer.

Addressing newspersons at
the Shere-Kashmir Internation-
al convention centre here, the
Prime Minister said India had
taken up the challenge thrown

by its neighbour. He said his

presence at today’s meeting of
the Unified Command here
along with the Home Minister
and the Defence Minister was to
convey the message of Indla s
resolve and readiness.

“There is no doubt that the
situation on the border is tense
and any challenge given to us
will be met effectively.”

Asked about his statement on
the border on Tuesday when he
had looked at the clear sky and
said there was no sign of war
clouds, Mr. Vajpayee said, “the
sky may be clear but sometimes
even when the sky is clear there
is lightning.”

The Home Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, the Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes, the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Farooq
Abdullah, the Minister of State
for Homhe, Mr. 1.D. Swami, and,
the Minister of State for Exter-
Omar Abdullah,
were with the Prime Minister at
the news conference.

‘MusharraPd deeds miist -

match words’

About the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf’s statement
on Wednesday in which he
sought to send out conciliatory
signals to India saying that Pa-
kistan’s soil would never be
used for cross- border terror-

ism, the Prime Minister said, “I

do not believe his statements. 1
have been disappointed with
his statements. In the past too
promises had been made and
broken. Therefore his (Mushar-
raf’s) deeds should match his
words.”

The Prime-Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Defence Minister, George Fernandes, at a press conference

in Srinagar on Thursday.

He assured the people of
Jammu and Kashmir that free
and fair Assembly elections
would be held. Mr. Vajpayee
said his only worry was that
“our neighbour will try its best
to sabotage the coming elec-
tions, but we will certainly take
all necessary precautions.” On
his three-day visit to the State,
he said, “What I have observed
here is that the people of the
State are yearning for peace.
There is a desire for normality.”

On his meetings with the po-

— Photo: Nissar Ahmad

litical leaders of the State, he
said, “I got a very good opportu-
nity to talk to different political
voices in the State.”

Asked about his not meeting
with the Hurriyat Conference
during his visit, he said, “I have
invited them again and again in
the past to come and talk to us
in the larger interests of the
people of the State.” He said it
was for this purpose that he had
appointed K.C. Pant. But during
Mr. Pant’s visit to the State the
Hurriyat Conference boycotted

‘:
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ment agencxes.

CCS reviews security situation

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 23, The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS),
headed by the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
took stock of the security situation on the borders after eval-
uating a varlety of inputs that it had received from Govern-

Briefing the media after the meeting, the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh, indicated that India was not taking
assertions by the Pakistan President, Pervez:Musharraf, on
curbing terrprigm in Jammu‘and Kashmir at face value. Hex,
pointed out that Gen. Musharraf’s statement was “no differ-
ent” from his commitments that had been spelt out in his
January 12 televised address.An assessment of Gen. Mushar-
raf’s statement could only be made after its translation into
practical action on the ground.

Border situation tense,”

hallengmg PM

him. (An agency report quoted

the Hurriyat Chairman, Abdul
Gani Bhat, as saying while re-
jecting the offer for talks: “Why
indulge in fishing in a destert?”)

“I invite to New Delhi anyone
who has anything concrete to
offer to bring peace to the State
so that its people are safe and
live happily,” the Prime Minis-
ter said. The Hurriyat's insist-
ence of including Pakistan in
the talks on Kashmir was the
stumbling block for initiating
any talks with it. Describing the
assassination of the Hurriyat
leader, Abdul Gani Lone, as a
conspiracy to demoralise and
silence the forces of peace, the

Prime Minister said Lone was °
gunned down because of his

courageous voice against the
gun culture, a voice that was be-
ginning to get more and more
influential.

‘People want
development’

Stressing the need for devel-
opment in the State, the Prime
Minister said, “the impression
which I have got in the last three
days is that the people here
want development and employ-
ment opportunities.

Announcing a comprehen-
sive package of Rs. 6165 crores
for the State, the Prime Minister
said the package covered vari-
ous aspects of development and
security with a thrust on gener-
ation of new employment op-
portunities for the youth of the
State and relief for migrants af-
fected by militancy and cross-
border shelling,

He said that in five years the
people of Kashmir would have

train service. The 287 KM Ud- -

hampur-Srinagar-Baramullah
rail line would be completed by
that time at a cost of Rs. 3600
crores. ,

Today’s Unified Command
Headquarters meet was presi-
ded over by the Prime Minister
and was participated by Mr. Ad-
vani, Mr. Fernandes, Dr. Abdul-
Iah, Omar Abdullah, the 16
Corps Go CJBS Yadava, the 15
Corps GoC, Patankar, and
nior police officers.

-~




1It’s time for deplslve action: PM
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Kupwara: Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee sent out a
strong message to Pakistan on
Wednesday saying the time had
come for decisive action against
cross-border terrorism.

Addressing troops here, he
said, “Nobody should think that
the threshold of our tolerance
has no limits. The time has
come where direct action is re-
quired to be taken against the
enemy..India is being forced to
fight a war thrust on it and we
will emerge victorious. Let
there be no doubt about it.

“The world understands that
we have been suffering but they
are not coming out with their
views openly. Hence, we have to
defend ourselves, we are ready
for that,” he said.

“My arrival here is indicative
of something. Whether our
neighbour understands it or
not, whether the world takes
note of it or not, history will re-
call that we will write a new
chapter of victory,” he added.

Reacting to Mr Vajpayee’s
statement, Pakistan said it had
taken serious exception to it
and added that any declaration
of war by India would be a ma-
jor miscalculation, leading to
grave consequences.

A statement by the Pakistan
foreign office in Islamabad not-
ed, “The Indian leadership
should desist from such blatant
war-mongering and instead fo-
cus on addressing their internal
problems as well as resolving
peacefully their many disputes
with their neighbours.”

Another statement issued af-
ter Gen Pervez Musharraf met
with a joint session of the na-
tional security council and the
cabinet said Pakistan was pre-
pared to defend itself against
any Indian attack, but called for
negotiations and vowed to main-
tain a crackdown on terrorism.

It said “no organisation in
Pakistan will be allowed to in-
dulge in terrorism in the name
of Kashmir” but added that
Pakistan would continue to ex-
tend “moral, political and diplo-
matic support to the legitimate
struggle of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir”.

As the two sides continued
with their war rhetoric, Britain
warned of a “real and very dis-
turbing” possibility of a nu-
clear conflict between the two

Warshlps moved
to west coast

TiMES News NETWORK

New Delhi: The navy has
moved five frontline war-
ships of the eastern naval
fleet to conjoin the western
naval fleet in view of the
Indo-Pak stand-off.

The navy had carried out
a similar shifting of war-
ships during the 1971 Indo-
Pak war and the 1999 Kargil
conflict. It had effectively
bottled up Karachi harbour
during the 1971 war.

.The warships moved to
the western coast include a
‘Kashin’ class missile de-
stroyer, a multi-purpose
frigate and three missile
corvettes. They have been
placed under the “adminis-
trative and operational con-
trol” of the flag officer com-
manding-in-chief of the
western naval command.

neighbours and decided to send
foreign secretary Jack Straw to
New Delhi and Islamabad next
week to try to stop the two coun-
tries from sliding into war.

In a chilling assessment of
the escalating tensions in the

subcontinent, Mr Straw said, |
“The possibility of war is real -}

and very disturbing. This is a
crisis the world cannot ignore.”

In New Delhi, the Congress
Working Committee adopted a
political resolution broadly sup-
porting the government’s ef-
forts in tackling the heightened
tension on the border. Unlike
during the Kargil war, when the
Congress’ response was meas-
ured, this time around the main
opposition party has decided
not to be lacking in its support
for any measure the govern-
ment may deem fit.

Meanwhile, the BJP asked the
nation to back the government
“in its final war against terror-
ism and also be ready to respond
totally as the situation war-
rants”. Matching the PM’s rhet-
oric in Kupwara, the BJP passed
a resolution saying the nation
had already responded and that
the country could “no longer
countenance patience in view of
the continuous cross- border
terrorism.”

™E TIMES OF INDIA

Tour de force — Sights and sounds

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee takes in the scene from an army
base in Kupwara, 25 km from the Pakistan border, on Wednesday. Mr
Vajpayee was being shown arms captured from militants earlier. Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister Farooq Abdullah looks on (extreme right).

‘Lashkar behind Lone’s killing’

Srinagar: The Pakistan-based ter-
rorist outfit Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) is
behind the killing of senior Hurriyat
Conference leader Abdul Gani Lone,
official sources said here on Wednes-
day night.

Quoting messages from across the
border intercepted by security agen-
cies, the sources said the intercepted
conversation between Abu Hadid op-
erating in Srinagar and a control sta-
tion of the LeT in Pakistan revealed
it was Hadid who was responsible for
Mr Lone’s Killing at a rally here on
Tuesday.

The sources said Hadid accom-
plished the task along with two other

AL

LeT terrorists, Abu Hamza and Abu
Rahel, both Pakistani nationals.

Hadid was advised by LeT opera-
tional commander in the Valley Abu
Samas not to claim responsibility
publicly for Mr Lone’s killing and
support the strike call in protest
against the incident.

The coded message from across the
border expressed happiness at the
killing and asked Samas to be watch-
ful of the situation, the sources said.

Meanwhile, the Hurriyat Confer-
ence on Wednesday demanded a judi-
cial probe into Mr Lone’s killing and
security for the slain leader’s family
members. 7

Don’t ignore India’s
resolve to fight
terror, Pak warned

Times Rews NETWORK

New Delhi: Warning Pak-
istan against looking at the
current situation as a mere
racketing up of tension, In-
dia on Wednesday said its pa-
tience with terrorism had
been exhausted and it would
not allow matters to continue
in the same vein.

In an echo of Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
strong message in Kupwara,
external affairs ministry
spokesperson Nirupama Rao
said India’s stance had been
conveyed to Pakistan’s high
commissioner Ashraf Ja-
hangir Qazi, who made a
courtesy farewell call on for-
eign secretary Chokila Iyer
on Wednesday.

Giving details of the meet-
ing between Mr Qazi and Ms
Iyer, Ms Rao said, “Pakistan
is Still trying to ignore the
mood and determination of

this country to fight terror-
ism. The high commissioner
has been told that the Decem-
ber 13 attack marked a water-
shed in terms of sentiment.
There is a feeling today that
tolerance for terrorism has
only encouraged more vio-
lence, and this must be
crushed decisively.”

According to her, the inter-
national community under-
stood India’s concerns and
did not believe Pakistan’s de-
nial of its involvement in
cross-border terrorism.

The European Union’s ex-
ternal affairs commissioner
Chris Patten, who will arrive
here on Thursday, is likely to
hold meetings with the Indi-
an leadership on Friday.
Russian foreign minister
Igor Ivanov spoke to external
affairs minister Jaswant
Singh and expressed his con-
cern over rising tensions in
the region.

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
Times NEws NETWORK

London: In a move that is
being read by some as a
clear criticism of Gen Per-
vez Musharraf’s professed
crackdown on militants,
Britain on Wednesday with-
drew more than 150 diplo-
mats from Pakistan for se-
curity reasons on account
of “terrorist outrages and
internal threats”.

The withdrawal came
within hours of British for-
eign secretary Jack Straw’s
publicly-stated decision to
lead an emergency mission
to the sub-continent early
next week because of the
disturbing possibility of a
war. Besides, the move
comes within days of David
Manning, Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s chief foreign
policy advisor, giving a firm
lecture to the Pakistani au-
thorities. Mr Manning is a

Britain withdraws
officials from Pak

hard-hitting and experi-
enced former ambassador
to Nato and Israel.

Announcing the decision
to call back its officials, Mr
Straw emphasised that the
move was a matter of pub-
lic record and on account of
security within Pakistan,
and was not directly related
to the situation along the
Line of Control. Mr Straw
also maintained that he had
not criticised the Pakistani
authorities.

However, in an indication
of open disagreement be-
tween London and Islam-
abad, Pakistan’s high com-
missioner here Abdul Kad-
er Jaffer contested Mr
Straw’s reading of the situ-
ation. Mr Jaffer said
British diplomats were be-
ing withdrawn on account
of both perceived terrorist
threats and the Kashmir
situation, for which he

blamed India. /
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NION home minister L K Advani on Mon-

day said the steps taken over the last 48

hours are part of the plan government has
put in place following the”War Book.”

Mr Advani’s statement confirms the speculation
that para-military forces and Coast §
Guard under Army and Navy respectively
were being placed as a preparatory step to- &
wards launching a military offensive against }
Pakistan. . i

The war book, a highly confidential doc-
ument, contains the records of past wars in-
cluding battle plans, strategies and actions of &
both the sides, and is maintained at the
headquarters of all regiments. It is usually
consulted only when the Army gets into the battle
mode. The Union home minister’s candour in stat-
ing that the war book was being consulted comes
despite that he had refused to disclose the strategy
during the debate on Jammu and Kashmir in Par-

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 20 MAY

dia consulting war

Advani

. book, says Advani

liament. Even as the Opposition criticised him for
not revealing much about the steps the govern-
ment intended to take in response to the massacre
of 34 people in Kaluchak by Pakistani terrorists, Mr
Advani withstood the pressure and kept his cards
close to his chest.

On Monday, however, the Union home minister
disclosed before the media that the nation was
on the warpath. This itself, as Mr Advani
said at an inauguration of a charity centre .
| here, points to a change in strategy vis-a-vis ;
Pakistan. :

At the function on Monday morning, he
said the government firmly believed “the !
way we are retaliating (against Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism in Jammu and Kash-
mir) will have to be changed.” He said the
government, after consulting the armed
forces, would go ahead and win the proxy war “like
we did in 1971.” However, he did not elaborate
whether the offensive would be in the form of lim-

ited strikes on the camps spread across Paki$tan-oc-
cupied Kashmir or a full-scale war.

-
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/{EDIBLE NUCLEAR DETERRENT IN- PLACE: AEC CHIEF

Advani hints at

NEW DELHI, May 20. — In a significant
conjunction of events today, Mr LK Advani
indicated that the government had amen-
ded its strategy to deal with Pakistan-
backed terrorism, while Mr Anil Kakodkar,
secretary in the atomic energy department,

actions takek by both 51des

Dr Kakodkar, also chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission, said the coun-
try was ready to face any situation. Scien-
tists had been able to work successfully on
the entire range of nuclear deterrence, in-
cluding the thermonuclear device.

The armed forces have spoken of a triad
that comprises missiles with nuclear warheads,

said the country had a
credible nuclear deter-

rent and was ready to -

face any threats.

The government also
said it would aggressive-
ly lobby the internation-
al community to “sensi-
tise it” to the pain inflic-
ted upon India by the
cross-border terrorism.

The Union home
minister said: “The gov-
ernment is of the firm
belief that the way we’re
retaliating will have to
be changed. We’re mov-
ing in a certain direc-
tion. The issue was dis-
cussed at length in Par-
liament and later with
the Army. Government
could go ahead and win,
like we did in 1971...
The fight against terror-
ism has been continuing
for a long time, but the
situation has to change.
We’ll win the battle.”

Shifting gears into

Vajpayee with a
message to J&K

NEW DELHI, May 20. — Govern-
ment strategists - are lookmg at the

Prime Minister's J&K visit, especml- ’

ly his 22 May engagements in the
Valley, as an opportunity to convey a
“forceful and embotionally powerful

:message to the people”. -Sources

said“creating the atmospherics” will
be ay important as the political and
strategic aspects of the visit.

Mr LK Advani won't accompany
the Prime Minister to J&K tomorrow
because of securify reasons, He'll go
straight to Srinagar on 23 May to at-
tend the unified command meeting
to be chaired by Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. The government felt the two
top functionaries shouldn’t be away
from the Capital together, Besides,

officials’ opposed ‘the idéa of Mr

Vajpayee and Mr Advani ﬂymg in the
same plane — SNS

planes that can deliver
nuclear weapons and su-
bmarines that can launch
nuclear devices. The
third option is not ready,
but there are enough
missiles and planes for
delivery systems.

The country’s nuclear
command is being read-
ied and could be an-
nounced this month.
This will initially be
headed by an Air Mar-
shal who will report to
Lt-Gen Pankaj Joshi,
chief of the integrated
defence staff. The chain
of command is being
worked out by the de-
fence ministry and

PMO. The political lea- °

dership will, however,
decide on the use of
these weapons.

India today declared
it was entitled to take
all steps required to
fight terrorism and said
the countries urging re-

war-like mode, he said, was part of the new
strategy. The administration has been asked
to consult the War Book, a manual that de-
tails how various organs of the military and
civil administration should coordinate dur-
ing war. It contains the daily records of past
wars, including battle plans, strategies and

straint should “look to the other side of the
fence”, PTI adds.
Rupee slides: The tension took its toll on
the rupee that closed at Rs 49.0250/0350 a
dollar today, a 1-1/2 paise decline ovér last
Friday’s finish.

More reports on page 6

, invokes.'71

9§ ret

Army camp
~ raided,
two killed

| Statesman News Service

JAMMU, May 20. — Militants
attacked yet another Army
camp at Manjakote in Rajouri
last night: killing two security
personnel. The attack comes
less than 24 hours since a Paki-
stan-backed _suicide squad
struck an Army camp in Ud-

“hampur, killing four jawans,

Police said-two ultras. at{-
acked ‘the .camp with heavy
arms and agﬁmunition. Two se-
curitymen, including a jawan, -
were killed on the spot and two

’Speaal Police Officers injured.

An Army patrol came under
militants’ fire at Laloor village
in Doda- yesterday. A° CRPF
havaldar, SP-Singh, was killed
and two SPOs were injured. A
BSF. jawap was killed when
ultras aftacked. a patrol -at

. Botachul in Anantnag,

Exchange of fire: Six Pakistani

“soldiers were killed and about

10 bunkers destroyed when k-
dian foroes retaliated against
shelling from across the border,

gj adds, Heavy exchange of

continued il this moming
Poonch and Rajouri sectors.
- killed: 'Three ultras

“weré killed in Kupwara, Bara-

mulla and Badgam today.

~
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India i in
modé,

New Delhi: India on Sunday night
warned Pakistan of retaliatory action if
. it violated-the sanctity of the border.
< “The Indian army shall conduct im-
mediate retaliatory fire assaults every-
time any such incidents are committed
by Pakistan along the Line of Control
(LoC) and the international border,” ex-
ternal affairs minister Jaswant Singh
told reporters after a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security chaired
by Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee.
Asked whether the decision meant In-
dia was preparing for war with Pak-
istan, Mr Singh said, “You are reading
what you have to read, I do what I have
to do.” The meeting also decided to
place the paramilitary forces along the
international boundary and the LoC
under the operational command of the
army and the coast guard under the
navy. Asked as to whether any surgical
strikes were being contemplated in Pak-
istan-occupied-Kashmir (PoK), Mr
Singh said, “Tdo not discuss plans of the

An army convoy heads for the border
areas from Srinagar on Sunday.

armed forces. I do not comment on the
imaginative reporting in the media.’

As war clouds gathered over the sub-
continent, there were clear indications
of India invoking provisions of the 1993
Friendship Treaty and the Strategic
Partnership Declaration of 2000 with
Russia, calling for urgent security con-
sultations between the two countries.

Diplomatic and Russian official
sources here confirmed that shortly af-
ter Saturday’s meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Security in New Delhi,
Indian ambassador K. Raghunath called
on Russian deputy foreign minister
Alexander Losyukov for consultations.

The pacts provide for urgent consul-
tations between the two countries in
case of a threat to the security of any of
theyThey also provide for close coop-

hit-
seeks .
Russia’s bac

back
()11 \/

& Paramilitary forces along border
put under army’s command

& Pakistan terms situation very
dangerous

& Militants attack security camp in
Udhampur, Kill four

& Exchange of fire along LoC
continues

eration in jointly removing this threat.

Although no official confirmation of
resorting to these bilateral security
mechanisms has been made, the Krem-
lin officials said a security dialogue be-
tween Moscow and New Delhi at vari-
ous levels on core issues of national se-
curity and international terrorism was
an ongoing process.

It is believed that Mr Raghunath
passed on convincing proof of Pak-
istan’s direct involvement in Tuesday’s
attack in Jammu and shared other sen-
sitive information with Russia.

Pakistan on Sunday termed the situa-
tion along the border with India “very
dangerous” and urged New Delhi to
pull back its troops, even as troops from
the two countries exchanged fire
overnight along the LoC.

While Islamabad claimed that one
person was killed in firing by Indian
troops in PoK, Indian officials said Pak-
istani shelling killed one person and in-
jured eight others in the Uri sector.

Pakistan-backed militants also raid-
ed a camp housing army and CRPF per-
sonnel in Udhampur, killing three
jawans and a CRPF constable around 4
a.m. on Sunday. One of the militants
was also killed in the attack.

“The situation is very dangerous. We
had said earlier that troops should be
pulled back from the borders. The Indi-
an forces have been resorting to firing
as a result of which a number of civil-
ians have been Killed. It is absolutely
wrong. They should withdraw their
troops from the borders and resolve all
disputes through talks,” Pakistan for-
eign office spokesman Aziz Ahmed
Khan told BBC Radio.

He said there should be a de-escala-
tion and lessening of tension and all
disputes should be resolved through
talks. “We are trying our level best to
keep the situation under control and re-
solve all disputes through peaceful
means,” he said. agencies

20 My
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t is not quite a re-run of the “ph ney
lwar of the Tast century, though it

certainly is a new kind of mission for
the Indian soldier. “Stanclmg t0” es
tially to drive home a politico- dap{g t1c
message. For even whep the tension was
atits height in January and February, the
purely military objective of the massive
post-13 Decembet deployment on the
Indo-Pak frontier was'quéried in several
quarters. And the suicide-squad attack in
Jammu has not provided the answer.

Now there are strong indications that
the deployment will continue, at the min-
imum, till the completion of the elections
in Jammu and Kashmir, as well as the
polls in Pakistan if Musharraf adheres to
his announced schedule. It is becoming
apparent that the army is undertaking
what in naval parlance is dubbed “gun-
boat diplomacy.” Keeping up the pres-
sure on Pakistan, constantly reminding
the international community that India
has had enough of cross-border terror-
ism. But is that achieving anything?

No easy task -

In keeping with their tradition of dis-
cipline and carrying out government dir-
ectives, there are no signs of restlessness
in the troops even as they endure tre-
mendous hardships living under canvas
in the scorching heat, and digging in to
withstand the other kind of rigours that
the monsoon will bring. An added head-
ache being some of them having to rush
away to help quell communal violence in
Gujarat. Fortunately it is no longer an
“eyeball to eyeball” stand-off. Without
making a noise about it the army has
undertaken some tactical re-deployment
in what could loosely be termed the
conflict-zone. Some of the headquarters’
organisations have moved back to
normal locations, soldiers are being
selectively granted leave. “Well below
panic stations, but well above peace-time
configuration” is how an expert qualified
the ground conditions.

That easing off — as distinct from
relaxation — was essential for both the
physical and mental condition of the
troops. It also reduced the risk of an
“accidental™ flarc-up, which is always
Jpossible when tension-levels. are at a
peak. The effort clearly is to step back
from a fingers-on-the-trigger situation
but not so far back as not to be ablc to
strike at short notice.
~ The task is by no means casy. k has
been officially stated that till 15 March
the army had lost 176 men in Operation
Parakaram as a result of mishaps in
minefields, mishandling of ammunition
and explosives, and traffic accidents.
That is indeed a high pric y for
operations in which few shots have
actually been fired at the adversary.

The financial implications are equally
high. The ballpark figure for the initial

The author is Associate Editor;
The Statesman

Flexed In A Different Way

By KEITH FLORY

L}
deployment -— much of it incurred on the

massive transportation exercise — was
Rs. 18,000-20,000 crores. The finance.

minister estimated a recurring monthly
" expenditure of Rs 200 crore, the army
would suggest a figure lower by Rs 50
crore. But those would be only the “run-
ning” costs, a lot of expensive equipment
would also require replacement when the
operation is eventually wound down.

Money comes into play — though it
never truly compensates — in providing
relief and assistance to the farmers aiong
the border. Their land has been taken
over, they missed harvesting the rabi
crop and possibly will not be able to put
down the kharif. The chief ministers of at
least three border states — J&K. Punjab
and Rajasthan — have expressed dissa-
tisfaction at the rate of the payment.

Lack of impact

The only comfort on the financial
front, indeed it is part of the ovevall pres-
sure-game. is that the Pakistan cconomy
—- its troops arc actively deployed too —
would be harder hit than India’s. It
requires no Wall Street wizard to confirm
that the absorption capacity of the Indian
economy is substantially more than
Pakistan’s. Is it money well spent? That
question cannot be answered at present,
but when thosc concerned get down to
answering it they would be required to
abandon the slogan of “no price is too
high to pay for national security.” »

In their own way the forces have gain-
ed from the deployment. Both the army
and the air force have dovetailed into the
deployment pattern a serics of exercises
— some might have been conducted any-

way — aimed at evaluating and up-
grading professional competence. Simul-
taneously sending out signals across the
frontier that the pressure is being
maintained.

It could certainly be a learning-ex-
perience for the army. Some of its battle-
scarred veterans point out that no war
has been fought for 30 yards — they write
off Kargil as a series of skirmishes,

despite the media hype — and point to a
whole crop of field commanders not hav-
ing experienced “war conditions” which
are vastly different from the present
staple dict of the low-intensity conflict.

“We fought in 1948, 1962, 1965 and
1965. The barrels of our guns never
cooled” one of them said recently. Add-
ing that the “accidents™ that cost 176 liv-
es in Operation Parakaram was evidence
of what he described as “inexperience.”

Yet questions do arise about the im-
pact of the deplovment. Has the pressure
been felt across the border? A resoun-
ding “no” would be the response if the
yardstick was the continued infiltration
of militants — including suspected

unemploved clements of the Al Qaeda

and Taliban networks — into Jammu and
Kashmir. After all. the deployment was
in response to the attack on Parliament
House by Kashmiri militants.

The lack of impact on that specific
front was confirmed by the defence
minister in Parliament on 8 May. “There
is no improvement in the cross-border
terrorism abetted by Pakistan, Accor-
dingly the government of India have de-
cided that in order to meet any exigency
it would be in the interest of the nation to
continue” the deployment of troops on

ILITARY MUSCLE

the border.” Then came the massacre at
Jammu.

If terrorism in J&K was not the sole
yardstick the answer might be more
positive. Senior defence officials main-
tain that a number of changes — perhaps
none of them dramatic — can be seen in
the internal functioning of the Pakistan
army. A combination of international
(read American) and Indian pressure has
reduced the authority and influence of
the jehadi generals. Which in the long
run would be in India’s interests.

Lost opportunity

It is widely accepted in military circles
that India lost the opportunity to hit the
terrorist training camps across the border
by not launching swift surgical strikes
immediately after 13 December. Inter-
national opinion would have- been fav-
ourable, even to the extent of accepting a
substantial level of collateral damage.

Action at that stage might even have
permitted the “re-drawing” of the Line
of Control — in reality using military
force to take control of pockets of PoK
— that facilitate the infiltration of
militants. A section of defence personnel
also advocated taking the strategic Haji
Pir Pass which would have drastically
changed ground realities. That sugges-
tion could have been rooted in emotion.
The army cannot forget how the blood it
shed for the Pass in 1965 was allowed to
be drained away at Tashkent.

What does arouse some concerns in

" defence circies is that the factors which

prevented pro-active measures, since the
term offensive action might be un-
paiatable, could persist even after the
elections in J&K. The Americans had
made it pretty clear that they would not
appreciate India’s waging war since that
would impact on their operations in
Afghanistan. And there would also be
apprehensions, and hence restraining
efforts, over possible escalation into a
nuclear conflict. This is the time to tell
them that their troops stationed in
Pakistan to protect Musharraf should in
common prudence be withdrawn. The
jury is still out on the value of the current
deployment. Value that will have to be
assessed in terms political and diplomatic
rather than military. Perhaps its only
visible value is that it is keeping Ameri-
cans, and some others “interested” in the
Indo-Pak situation. A de-escalation
might cither suggest that Musharraf has
done enough to crack down on cross-
border terrorism, or that India is not as
indignant as it makes out to be.

Although many believe that the law of
diminishing returns has set in, unilatera!
de-escalation without any specific gains
is a difficult option. And certainly not
one which fell within the soldier’s ambit.
Out there on the frontier the Indian
army is actually being asked to proof-test
the theory that the best army is the one
that is so good that it never has to be
used.



" ANY PAK. SHELLING WILL BE RETALIATED: GOVT.

Arm takes command of
Y flrst tier of defence

o

/ By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 19. Fine tuning
its combat preparedness fur-
ther, the Government has de-
cided to place the paramilitary
forces deployed along the bor-
der areas with Pakistan under
the centralised command of the
Army.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), headed by the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, that met for the second
day in succession for more than
two hours, also decided to post
the Coast Guard directly under
the Navy.

By centralisation of the com-
mand of the paramilitary forces,
that include the Border Security
Force (BSF) and the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF), the
Army has taken over the com-
mand of the first tier of defence
along the International Border
(IB) with Pakistan.

The paramilitary forces, espe-
cially the BSF, are deployed
along the IB, including parts of
the Jammu sector, close to the
Chenab river.

The Army and not the para-
military forces, in most cases,
face Pakistani forces along the
Line of Control (LOC) which
stretches along most of the rest
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of Jammu and Kashmir.

By taking command of the
Coast Guard, the Navy will not
only defend the high seas but
also safeguard the coastal areas
that straddle high value indus-
trial complexes, especially
along the west coast.

The defence forces have laid
special emphasis on protecting
the Bombay High, nuclear and
other industrial installations
that are located along the west
coast.

Apart from the Army and the
Navy, the Indian Air Force (IAF)
is also looking at the nuts and
bolts of putting maximum num-
ber of planes for combat oper-
ations along the western
borders by drawing aviation as-
sets from other sectors.

While the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh, who
briefed the media after the CCS,
indicated the Government’s
emphasis on enhancing mili-
tary preparations, he neverthe-
less dismissed reports about the
imminence of Army attacks on
Pakistani Occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

To a question, he said he did
not wish to discuss the Army’s
operational plans, but added
that reports suggesting attacks
on PoK were “imaginative.”

Sources here said that Pakistani
forces and key Jehadi groups
had been holding joint exercises
in PoK, close to the LoC recent-
ly.

The  Minister, however,
stressed that the Army would
retaliate sufficiently with its
heavy weapons, that included
artillery guns, to any Pakistani
shelling, especially on civilian
areas along the IB in the Jammu
sector or along the LoC.

“Retaliatory fire by the 15
corps (based in Srinagar) and
the 16 corps (Headquarters near
Jammu) shall be conducted in
any case of firing across the LoC
or the IB”, he said.

Mr. Singh took special note of
the Pakistani firing on May 17
and 18 in which a village was
targeted along the Jammu-
Poonch alignment.

Mr. Singh acknowledged that
India was considering addition-
al diplomatic measures in case
Pakistan did not retrain cross-
border terrorism.

Any decision on the existing
Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
treatment to Pakistan can be
taken only after the Commerce
Minister, Murasoli Maran, who
is now away from the capital,
returns.

He further dismissed reports
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that the upcoming
Indian and Pakistani authorities
on the Indus waters had been
scrapped.

Four jawans
killed in’
suicide attack

By Our Correspondent

JAMMU, MAY 19. Four Army per-
sonnel were killed and seven in-
jured in a suicide attack by
militants on an Army camp in
the Udhampur region of Jammu
today.

Police sources said three mil- |
itants threw grenades on the |
camp, situated in the Chasna
area of Mahore tehsil, early
today.

The grenades hit a picket,
killing a jawan. The militants
then took up positions around
the camp and started firing in-
dlscnmmately

Two jawans sleeping in a rest
room were killed and seven oth-
ers injured.

The Army personnel re-
grouped and retaliated and a
militant who had sneaked into
the camp was killed. The other
militants then withdrew and at- :
tacked a camp of the Central |
Reserve Police Force situated |
some hundred yards away from
the Army camp. !

A CRPF jawan was killed in :
the exchange of fire, but the
militants escaped under the
cover of darkness. }

The injured jawans were
rushed to hospital and the con-
dition of three was said to be
serious. :

A report said the suicide
squad belonged to the Lashkar-
e-Taiba.

Security personnel have
launched an operation to nab
the militants and have cor- |
doned off the surrounding hills.

In another incident, three,
BSF jawans were injured when
their vehicle ran over an impro-
vised explosive device on the
Chenani-Gorikund road, near
the historic Sudhmadev town.
The vehicle was blown to piec-
es. The injured were rushed to

the military hospital nearby.
/
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OUNTERING,PAKISTA

Government needs UNderstanding'

OME Opposition members seemed¥a little unhappy that
ministers did not spell out, during Friday’s debate on
Kashmir militancy, the details and timing of the govern-
ment’s response. They have only their immaturity and/or
olitical cynicism to blame for such naivete. It should be
obvious that operational details would be of inestimable
help to the enemy. LK Advani saying that the House is not |
the forum where the government can reveal its strategy a
priori, is fully justified. The sad thing is that he needed to
say it. MPs should have known better. Except for this
blemish, the debate rose a notch above recent standards.
| The issue — how to confront an intransigent Pakistan —
| no doubt sharpened the focus. The question itself poses, as
this newspaper has noted, significant problems. Advani
keeping an open deadline for the final decision is therefore
both good strategy and good politics. The last thing the
« government needs is to be caught up in rhetoric and have
its hand forced merely because MPs and media are
clamouring for action. The Prime Minister and the home
minister, in this context, will do well to tell the more
excitable members of their own party to lower the decibel
level. Criticise Pakistan by all means. But loose talk of
strikes across LoC and teaching Pakistan a lesson creates
pressures best avoided. Jayalalitha, we note, has advocated
a war against Pakistan. Cynics may wonder whether her
enthusiasm is not partly informed by the fact that Tamil
Nadu is a distance away from possible theatres of war.
Those in the thick of action will be our soldiers. And, not
for the first time, a determined and clear statement has
come from their chief, General Padmanabhan, that the
armed forces are ready if the executive wants a military
response. Our forees, along with our higher judiciary, are
institutions that have survived many bizarre turns over 50
years. That General Paddy means what he says is
recognised outside this country, too. Which is why the last
time he spoke up the Americans got all hot and bothered
and government pandered to them by getting George
Fernandes to issue a meaningless “clarification”. This time,
even the Americans are quiet. But the visit of Richard
Armitage, the US deputy secretary of state following on the
heels of the assistant secretary of state, Christina Rocea,
suggests that the US are still stuck with Musharraf and
haven’t got an idea in their heads except how to placate
him. We should proceed to a graded and incremental
response as the only option. The decision — as reported in
this newspaper — to start massive retaliatory firing in
response to every LoC violation by Pakistani troops and
militants, is an example of such a strategv. More elements
will need to be filled out and this takes time and a lot of
hard thinking. Government need the nation’s patience. But
this must not lead to complacency. A significant response
is needed and should come as soon as may be. The countr
is united behind the Government. As Bush said in anothér
context — Enough is Enough! Got that Mr President!/
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NEW DELHI, MAY 18. A high-level Defence
Ministry team left for the United States to-
night to discuss with senior Pentagon offi-
cials the heightened tensions along the
Indo-Pakistani border.

The focus of the week-long interaction in
Washington will be on intensifying mili-
tary-to-military ties, but officials expect the

. By Sandeep Dikshit \(\ E

border situation to figure pronmiinenfly due .’

to the deteriorating security environment.
The Americans are likely to counsel re-
strdint on the.past of India to maintain the
spotlight on the ohgoing operations against
Al-Qaeda militants on Pakistan’s western
border.

The team, headed by the Defence Secre-
tary, Yogendra Narain, has prepared a de-
tailed presentation on India’s perception of
its neighbours, especially the threat ta the
country’s security in its northern parts. It
will also brief Pentagon on India’s immedi-
ate security concerns, especially the
stepped-up infiltration, the recent mas-
sacres by Pak-sponsored terrorists and the
regular exchange of fire along the volatile
Line of Control and the International Bor-
der in Jammu and Kashmir.

In view of the constant acts of provoca-

“tion: by Pakistan in sponsoring terrorism,

the team is likely to point out the need for
Islamabad to address India’s concerns be-

& L N
s Defence team leaves for U.S.

fore it could reduce force levels on the bor-
der and considers a dialogue.

The visit is part of the sustained interac-
tion between India and the U.S. after the
two subcontinent neighbours adopted a
defiant posture towards each other.

It follows the fire-fighting mission by the
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State, Christina
Rocca, to the subcontinent and the talk be-
tween the U.S. President, George Bush, and
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee.

The U.S. Secretary.of State, Colin Powell,
has also kept in touch with his counterpart,
Jaswant Singh, as has the U.S. National Se-
curity Adviser, Condoleeza Rice, with Bra-

jesh Mishra. /
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‘Sonia for action, not

'.

tute” for strategy. “If it (the gov- Q

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 17: Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi today asked
the government to come out with
a definite plan to deal with the
situation in Jammu and Kash-
mir as mere “customary rheto-
ric” was no substitute for strate-
gy or vision.

“Saluting our defence forces”
for their unflinching dedication
and courage, she sought a con-
vineing explanation on concrete
results gained from the troops
mobilisation as well as the gov-
ernment’s long-term approach
to the deployment.

The leader of Opposition,
however, offered all cooperation
to the Centre in its fight against
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

Initiating a special discus-
sion under Rule 193 in the Lok
Sabha on the terrorist attack on
the Jammu army camp, Sonia
said: “We will continue to stand
by the government on such vital
issues.”

Unlike previous occasions
when Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee took umbrage at
her speech, Sonia’s carefully-
crafted and well-delivered state-
ment won praise from none
other than home minister L.K.
Advani, who asked the members
to maintain the standard set by
her address.

Advani chided his party col-
league M.L. Khurana, who tried
to criticise the Jawaharlal
Nehru government for having
taken the Kashmir issue to the
United Nations when Indian
troops were marching forward
in 1947, after pushing back the
Pakistani forces. “We should
talk about today and the future
and not the past,” he said.

Speaker Manohar Joshi
agreed with Congress deputy
leader Shivraj Patil, who said
members should be responsible
while making their point as the
objective of the debate would
otherwise not be achieved.

Joshi said the issue was
“highly sensitive” and members
should refrain from making
charges and counter-charges. He
asked Khurana not to refer to
history as the events were
known to all.

In her speech, Sonia said the
Kaluchak massacre would
“tempt the government to resort
to customary rhetoric”, but em-

phasised that it was no “stosti-
. e WE EN

ernment) has any strategy, it
should spell it out clearly and
once for all.”

The Congress chief attacked
the government for its failure to
take effective steps to tackle ter-
rorists despite the “unprece-
dented support from (the) Con-
gress, other Opposition parties
and the country”. She said con-
flicting statements have been
coming out from the Centre as
well as its allies.

Though the country has been
facing such a serious problem,
India’s diplomatic efforts, Sonia
said, have been found to be want-

‘ing in sensitising international

opinion. The Kaluchak incident,
she argued, has exposed the
“weaknesses” in the country’s
security apparatus.

Stating that Assembly elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir
were round the corner, she said
both the state government and
the Centre must ensure that the
polls are held on time. Steps
should be taken to see that voters
are allowed to exercise their
franchise in a free and fair man-
ner, she added.

Sonia said a large section of
the ruling Pakistani establish-
ment, which does not want peace
with India, is trying to sabotage
prospects of reconciliation. But
she expressed confidence that
peace and normality would re-
turn to Jammu and Kashmirasa
similar situation had been sa-
lvaged in Punjab some years ago.

The Congress chief won-
dered whether the US-led inter-
national coalition against ter-
rorism has helped India in any
way. “We must recognise that ul-
timately we have to tackle terror-
ism within our borders our-
selves,” she asserted.

“We see their double stan-
dards ... Their design on Jammu
and Kashmir,” she said, pointing
out that the perpetrators of
cross-border terrorism were
being regarded as allies in the
war against global terrorism.

Sonia said Islamabad is not
prepared to fulfil Delhi’s de-
mands, including the one on the
20 criminals and terrorists India
wants handed over. Neither has
it changed its policy and attitude
towards cross-border terrorism,
she added.

Sonia welcomed the new fo-
cus on terrorism but said the
world awoke to the menace only
after September 11.

%
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A bomb disposal squad member dons protective gear
at the blast site in Srinagar. (PT!)

Powell calls

Jaswant

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, May 17: Foreign
minister Jaswant Singh has
called off a 10-day official trip
to Africa scheduled for later
this month, giving credence to
the view that India is mulling
action, perhaps a military
strike, against terrorists oper-
ating from Pakistani soil.

But policy makers and
strategists are working over-
time to ensure that the “limited
military strike” does not lead to
a full-scale war with Pakistan
or to the use of the neighbour’s
nuclear arsenal.

They are banking heavily on
the US to prevail upon the Per-
vez Musharraf
regime in Islamabad
to keep its nuclear
weapons out in case
of an armed conflict.

The strategists
are also hoping that
the strong presence
of the Americans in
the region would

which innocent women and
children were killed, Singh told
Powell. )
Later in the afternoon, US
ambassador Robert Blackwill
met Singh and national securi-
ty adviser Brajesh Mishra to’
once again tell Delhi that it'
should do nothing in haste but
allow the American leadership’
to work on Musharraf.
Blackwill, too, was told that |
India is left with very little op-
tion but to act decisively
against the terrorists and their
backers. X
Officials here said the Bush
administration has expressed
confidence in the “wise leader-_
ship” of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and
has been trying to’
convince Delhi that
it is working closely
with Musharraf to
dismantle the ter-
rorist outfits and
their infrastructure
in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir and’

help in limiting the elsewhere in the’
conflict to the Line of country. .
Control. Powell The Bush admin-*
US secretary of istration has also
state Colin Powell called Singh  been emphasising on the fact

early this morning urging him
to ensure that India does not do
anything in haste. Powell tried
to argue that Delhi should give
time to the Bush administra-
tion to work with Musharraf in
taking care of Indian’s con-
cerns much more seriously and
urgently.

However, Singh told Powell
that India has been patient for
the past six months and is find-
ing it difficult to sit idle and do
nothing though terrorists oper-
ating from Pakistan have con-
tinued to launch one attack
after another in Jammu and
Kashmir,

After Tuesday’s attack on
the passenger bus and the army
camp in Jammu, India’s pa-
tience is running thin and the
government would have to take
appropriate action against the
perpetrators of the attack n

that like India, the US, too, was’
keen on a free and fair election’
in Kashmir.

But an armed India-Pak-
istan confrontation at this junc-
ture would seriously jeopardise
the prospects of bringing the
maximum number of people in
the strife-torn state to the polit--
ical mainstream. .

However, for the Indian
leadership, it is becoming ex--
tremely difficult not to act.
With the popular mood in Par-’
liament stressing on punitive
action against Pakistan, the’
Opposition has squarely lobbed
the ball back to the Prime Min-
ister’s court.

Hesitancy on Vajpayee’s.
part to act decisively would not
only hand over a major politi-
cal handle to the Opposition,
but could also jeopardise his po-
sition within the BJP.



Govt snaps at U.S.
leash on reprisal

Times News NE ORK

New Delhi: Dismissing U.S. calls for re-
straint as another expression of Washing-
ton’s double standards on terrorism, the Va-
jpayee government told parliament on Fri-
day that it had kept all its options open and
that the army was being consulted in order
to work out a response to the Kaluchak at-
tack.

Responding to the parliamentary debate
on Monday’s incident, home minister L.K.
Advani said, “I can only say that the govern-
ment understands the seriousness of the sit-
uation, we cannot announce it in the house,
but we will take the right decision after con-
sulting the army experts..We have to explore
the options in consultation with the defence
experts. Our reply should be decisive.” He
indicated that Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee would shortly address the nation
on television and call an all-party meeting
before making any announcement.

After the debate, both houses of parlia-
ment passed identical resolutions condemn-
ing the Kaluchak attack, calling on the inter-
national community to take note of the ter-
rorism being encouraged by Pakistan and re-
solving “to fight against such senseless acts
of terrorism..in a united and determined
manner”.

Sources said that on Saturday, the Cabinet
Committee on Security would work out the
government’s broad strategy on how to deal

Jxl l

with the immediate situation. At the mo-
ment, the view emerging appeared to be to
exhaust all diplomatic options before any
military option was considered.

Mr Advani said that the government had
information about 75 training camps for ter-
rorists still in operation on the other side of
the border and claimed that terrorist groups,
like the Lashkar-e-Toiba and the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad, were functioning in Pakistan de-
spite a ban imposed by the Musharraf
regime. He said that about 3,000 Al Qaida
militants had recently shifted base from
Afghanistan to Pakistan.

Earlier, leader of the opposition Sonia
Gandhi said that her party would stand by
the government on the vital issue of nation-
al security. She said that the government
should act. “Rhetoric is no substitute for
strategy and vision,” she remarked.

Reacting to this, Mr Advani expressed his
“deep disappointment” at Washington’s “en-
couragement” to Pakistan by making it a key
ally in the ‘war on terrorism’. On his part,
minister of state for external affairs Omar
Abdullah also accused the US. and other
Western powers of maintaining double stan-
dards regarding Pakistan’s role in terrorist
strikes in India.

Meanwhile, a high-level meeting was held
at the Prime Minister’s Office on Friday to
review the security situation in Jammu and
Kashmir. /



/‘mACKERS WERE PAKISTANI NATIONALS’

. PM reviews i+

|

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, MAY 16. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today held consultations with his senior
colleagues on the security and political fallout of
the terrorist attack in Jammu, while the Union
Home Minister, L.K. Advani, organised a review
meeting of security officials.

The thrust of the meeting at the Prime Minis-
ter's residence was on formulating the Govern-
ment’s response tomorrow during the discussion
in both the Houses of Parliament on the Jammu
terrorist attack.

On the one hand, the Government has come
under pressure from its allies on the right as well
as the Sangh Parivar to match its rhetoric with
action; on the other, the Opposition, though sup-
portive of the Government, would want to know if
the Vajpayee administration has a plan to imple-
ment the Prime Minister’s assertion that there
would be an “appropriate response” to the terror-
ist attack.

Those who attended the meeting included Mr.
Advani, the Defence Minister, George Fernandes,
the External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, and
the National Security Adviser, Brajesh Mishra. Mr.
Fernandes who had been to Jammu gave an ac-
count of the incident. It is believed that there was
no discussion on a possible military response(s).
(According to PTI, Jaswant Singh has cancelled his
12-day visit to Kenya, Tanzania and Mauritius
starting May 27.)

* The Defence Ministry, meanwhile, issued a
statement saying that the three terrorists killed in
the Kaluchak attack had been “identified as Pakis-
¢ tani nationals”. They are: “Abu Suhail, son of Ab-
- dullah, resident of Faisalabad; Abu Mursheed

(Mohammad Munir), son of Mehzabin Shah Jeb,

resident of gali number 1, Salampatura, Rahwali

Cant., Gujranwala district; and, Abu Javed (Amzad

Salam bin Mohammed Gisha), son of Amir Bin

Jabbi, resident of Guda Giriya village, Gujranwala

district”.

The statement asserted that “certain food items
such as biscuits and chocolates found on the per-

security situation

sons of these terrorists also reveal that these
items were bought from Zaffarwal, Pakistan. With
this, the involvement of Pakistan in perpetrating
cross-border terrorism has once against been es-
tablished beyond doubt”.

Another security-related confabulation took
place at the Union Home Ministry which was
attended by the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister, Farooq Abdullah, Mr. Fernandes, the two
Ministers of State in the Home Ministry, the
Union Home Secretary, and other senior intelli-
gence and defence officials. Mr. Advani presided.

After the review meeting, the official statement
said: “Steps for further refining the strategy and
tactics to be followed by security forces with spe-
cial reference to checking infiltration, providing >
hinterland security and related confidence build-
ing measures for the civilian populations, contin- ’

ued operations against the terrorists and action
against overground support base of the terrorists
were discussed’.

However, it is learnt that the Advani-presided
meeting was primarily an Abdullah show. After
the Home Minister’s perfunctory welcome re-
marks, the stage was left for the J&K Chief Minis-
ter to make a pitch once again for “action’ |
against Pakistan. J

He held forth on Pakistan’s ill-intentions, but
made a point of thanking each and every para-
military organisation for sacrifices of their jawans
and officers.

D1. Addullah demanded that his State get more
para-military forces to compensate for the armed
forces which have been deployed at the border.
He was gently reminded that there were other
internal security hotspots such as Gujarat whicly
also needed the Army and para-military pres-
ence. The Chief Minister did get support from the
intelligence agency on his demand for more
forces. i

Mr. Fernandes maintained a studied silence, as
did the two Ministers of State for Home Affairs. !

The meeting ended with Mr. Advani requesting '
Dr. Abdullah nott}p&ak too much before the

media.
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/An act o

QA H
By Our Correspondent ey

JAMMU, MAY 15. Tuesday’s sui-
cide attack at Kaluchak in Jam-
mu was an act of frustration of
the Pakistani leadership and the
situation- called for punishing
the sponsors of terrorism in the
State, the Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes, said here
today.

Speaking to the media at the
Chief Minister’s residence, Mr.
Fernandes said the countries al-
lied in the fight against terror-
ism must adopt a clear policy
and no double standards would
work if they really wanted to
end the menace of terrorism.
“The global allies to fight terror-
ism have to realise that terror-
ism is terrorism, whether it is in
Afghanistan or in Jammu. India
is an active member of the glob-
al alliance formed against ter-
rorism and we provide logistical
support to the alliance. There-
fore, the alliance should help us
by asking Pakistan to desist
from sponsoring terrorism in
India.”

Mr. Fernandes said the attack
in which women and children
were killed Would not go un-
punished. But, he added, “what
kind of punishment it will be is
to be deliberated soon”. About

ustration: Fernandes/

\lo

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, with the Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Farocoq Abdullah, and the Army
corps commander, V.G. Patankar, at the Raj Bhavan in
Srinagar on Wednesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

the demand from several quar-
ters for opening a military front
against Pakistan for abetting
terrorism in the country, he
said, “the Army.does not act in
emotions and we will do what-
ever is required keeping the sit-
uation in mind”. But he ruled
out a war in the immediate fu-
ture. “The morale of the Army is

high and we will fight the men-
ace of terrorism which we have
been doing successfully for the
last 12 years”.

Asked about his interview to a
foreign daily where he had been
quoted as saying, “the way the
situation is building in the State
it seems that we are heading to-
wards a war with Pakistan”, Mr.

2 sembly elections in the State are

i new plan to attack the families

Fernandes replied in the affirm-
ative. But he clarified that an
appropriate stand would be tak-
en in the course of time. Asked
to give details of the puni-
shment, he said, “Until the As-

over we will not do anything”.
Mr. Fernandes said the ter-
rorists seemed to have devised a

of Army personnel. Hence, se-
curity for Army residential areas
situated along the international
border and other sensitive plac-
es would be strengthened.

Earlier, the Defence Minister,
along with the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Farooq
Abdullah, and the GoC 16
Corps. J.V.S. Yadava, visited the
Kaluchak camp. He also visited
the military hospital. He was
briefed by security officers
about the steps planned to pre-
vent the recurrence of such an
incident. He then left for Srina-
gar to take part in the oath cere-
mony of the new Chief Justice of
the Jammu and Kashmir High
Court.

Jammu city observed a bandh

today called by all parties
against the terrorist attack. The
administration had ordered the
closure of all educational insti-
tutions. Shops and establish-
ments too remained closed.

/
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" JASWANT CANCELS VISIT TO AFRICA

Govt will respond
o terror: PM..

9%

NEW DELHI/JAMMU, May 15. — As
the Prime Minister told Parliament that
his government would respond to the
Jammu strike, clear indications that In-
dia’s response could both assume seri-
ous proportions and would not be
worked out in a hurry, came from Mr

Jaswant Singh. The foreign minister has

cancelled his Africa visit slated for later

this month. Mr Singh was scheduled to ¢

visit Kenya, Tanzania and Mauritius be-
tween 27 May and 7 June.

Senior government officials said In-
dia’s relations with Pakistan have be-
come “seriously estranged” enough for
the foreign minister to call off the long-
planned tour. Diplomatic options are
limited, officials said. But “other op-
tions” are being mulled and would
“need to be carefully worked out”, re

~~ quiring the minister’s presence within

T ey, e

the country during that period.

-Coming immediately after the depar-
ture of US assistant secretary of state
Ms Christina Rocca’s departure for Is-
lamabad, Mr Singh’s decision to call off
the tour suggests that the government
has clearly spelt out its responses for
the American envoy to convey to the
Pakistani leadership. Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee said that India would respond
to Pakistan’s terrorism being carried
out in the country. Intervening during
the Question Hour in the Lok Sabha ,
the Prime Minister said what happened
in Jammu was a heinous crime. “Ha-
mein iska pratikar karna hoga” (We
would have to respond to this attack ),
he told the House. “It is our unani-
mous resolve to fight terrorism”, he
said, offering a meeting of all Opposi-
tion leaders to discuss the issue.

In Jammu, Mr George Fernandes
ruling out strlkmg in anger”, spoke of

« considered action.

Addressing the media this morning
at Dr Farooq Abdullah’s residence, the
defence minister said Pakistan-trairied
terrorists were involved in the killing of

31 innocent people in Kaluchak. This,
he said, was sheer frustration on Pakis-
tan’s part, as it could not get Kashmir
even after 13 years of a proxy war.
Intelligence intercepts with the gov-
ernment spoke of militants in Zaffarwal
congratulating each other that the mis-
sion had been carried out successfully,

killing women and children, (5L

Asserting that Pakistan would be’
“punished” for this heinous act, Mr
Fernandes said India could not allow
this kind of terror to go unpunished.
The nature of punishment would have
to be deliberated upon later, but Paki-
stan needed to be taught a lesson.

However, when his attention was
drawn to an interview published in a
leading American daily yesterday,
which quoted him as saylng that strikes
on Pakistan were ruled out in the imme-
diate future, Mr Fernandes admitted
having said so. Asked if he held on to
the view after the Kaluchak fidayeen at-
tack, the defence minister said he was
firm that there was no immediate threat
of war between the two countries.

Asked if in the present situation
when Pakistan was unleashing so much
bloodshed, there was no option but to
go to war with the neighbouring coun-
try, Mr Fernandes said the decision
would have to be taken in a cool state
of mind and not in a fit of anger.

Mr Fernandes said India was part of
the global coalition against terrorism
and was giving every possible logistic
support to America. “And if a member
of that coalition was indifferent to ter-
rorist activities, then it was high time
for that coalition to demde as show to
deal with the situation,” he said.

Earlier, accompanied by Dr Abdul-
lah, Mr Fernandes visited the military
hospital where the survivors of the mas-
sacres are undergoing treatment.

Mr Fernandes arrived in Kashmir yes-
terday, cancelling his Goa visit, to take
stock of the armed forces’ preparedness
in Leh and Kargil. He visited Drass,
Kargil, Batalik and other remote areas
and interacted with security forces.

Editorial: Trial and terror; page 4




/" Jammu: meet on ;¢
security iss/ues?V todg

"y Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 15. THE Union
Home Minister, L. K. Advani,
has called a high-level meeting
tomorrow to discuss security is-
sues following the terrorist at-
tack in Jammu on Tuesday. The
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister, Farooq Abdullah, the De-
fence Minister, George
Fernandes, and senior Home
Ministry officials and Army offi-
cers are expected to attend the
meeting here.

The Ministry seems to be
waking up to the harsh reality
that the global coalition against
terrorism is not and will not
prevent the kind of ‘fidayeen’
attack that took place yesterday,
when terrorists boldly entered
an Army camp. The urgent need
is for some credible response to
this attack.

The Government also seems
to have hardened its stance on
its demand that the 20 wanted
men, including the underworld
don, Dawood Ibrahim, be hand-
ed over to India by Pakistan as a
minimum response to show
that Pakistan meant business
when it talked of going all out to
seek and finish extremists oper-
ating from its soil.

The Bharatiya Janata Party’s

attack on the United States to-
day was also an indicator that
the Government had seriously
begun questioning the benefits
accruing to India from the so-
called global coalition against
terrorism. Certainly, it may have
to reluctantly come to the con-
clusion that the United States
may not be willing or even be
able to fight India’s war against
cross-border terrorism.

SP MP, Cong. MLA
sustain burn injuries

NEW DELHI, MAY 15. The Samaj-
wadi Party MP, Reena Chaud-
hary and the Congress MLA
from Himachal Pradesh, G.S.
Bali, sustained burn injuries
when a leaking LPG cylinder
caught fire in the SP leader’s of-
ficial residence in North Avenue
area today.

The Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Mukesh Kumar Meena,
said the two leaders were
rushed to the Ram Manohar Lo-
hia hospital, where they are un-
dergoing  treatment. The
condition of Ms. Chaudhary is
stable, while Mr. Bali is stjll be-
ing treated for serious pfirn in-
juries. — UNI
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~Parliament
attack: 12
chargesheeted

the attack on Parliament, the Delhi Police
special cell today filed a chargesheet in a local
court against 12 people, including three Paki-
stan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed militants —
Masood Azhar, Gazi Baba and Tariq Ahmed.

Nine other people chargesheeted in the 13
December attack case include Mohammed Af-

zal, Shaukat Hussain Guru, his wife Navjot |

Sandhu and Sayed Abdul Rehman Geelani —
currently lodged in the Tihar Jail — and five
terrorists — Mohammed, Hamza, Haider, Ra-
za and Rana — who were killed in the counter-
attack by the police.

The police in the 33-page chargesheet sta-
ted that Gazi Baba, Masood Azhar and Tariq
Ahmed — declared as proclaimed offenders
— had planned the attack at the instance of
the ISL- The attack was coordinated by the
LeT and JeM. The slain terrorists along with
Mohammed Afzal, Shaukat Hussain and
Sayed Abdul Rehman Geelani (Geelani
taught Arabic at Zakir Husain College) plan-
ned the attack at the residence of Shaukat
Hussain and his wife Navjot Sandhu at Mu-
kherjee Nagar.

The assistant commissioner of police (New
Delhi), special cell, Mr Rajbir Singh, filed the
chargesheet before the special judge at the
Patiala House courts, Mr SN Dhingra,
through the prosecution counsel, Mr DP Ag-
garwal. The police submitted a 811-page
document, including a 33-page chargesheet,
to the court. The police also submitted a list
of 185 witnesses in connection with the case.
All the suspects have been booked for crimi-
nal conspiracy, murder, attempt to murder
and sedition under relevant sections of the
IPC, Explosive Substances and the Pota.

Police said it all started after Mohammed
Afzal, then a member of the JKLEF, crossed
over to PoK.

He came to Delhi in 1990 and started resid-
ing with his cousin Shaukat Hussain at Mu-
kherjee Nagar. In 2001, Tariq Ahmed contac-

ted him and told him about the plan of the at--

tack. Ahmed subsequently introduced him to
Gazi Baba.
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Terrorist strlke

Gunmen attack army camp

after killing 7 bus passengers

Times News Network
JAMMU: In one of the worst ter-
rorist strikes in this region, heavily
armed militants on Tuesday killed
at least 30 people, including 23
army personnel and their families.
The terrorists first opened fire on a
bus coming from Himachal
Pradesh and then stormed the
Kaluchak army camp. The three
terrorists were later killed in a gun
battle with the security forces.

According to the police, some 40
people were injured and were taken
to different hospitals. Seven passen-
jzers died in the attack on the bus on
the Jammu-Pathankot highway. In
the subsequent attack on the army
campus, the terrorists lobbed hand
grenades and used automatic
wveapons, killing 23 people.

Some army vehicles parked in
the camp were also blown up by
the terrorists.

A state of alert has been sound-
ed in the Jammu region. Traffic on
the Pathankot-Jammu highway
was suspended for several hours.

The incident occurred at about
6 a.m. when most of the inmates of
the army quarters were asleep.
The dead included women and
children. A little known militant
outfit, the Al-Masoora, suspected
to be a shadow group of the
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Toiba,
and the Jamiat-ul-
Mujahideen,claimed responsibili-
ty for the attack.

A person claiming to be the

spokesperson for the Al-Masoora
reportedly told a local news agency
in Srinagar that the group would
carry out more strikes, mostly in
the Jammu region.

It is learnt that three terrorists
dressed in army fatigues boarded
the bus, which was coming from
Manali, at Vijaypur, 30 km from
here on the Pathankot-Jammu
national highway.

Some of the passengers grew
suspicious about their accents and
asked the driver and the conductor
to stop the bus and carry out a
search. When the bus stopped at
Kaluchak, the terrorists used their
automatic rifles to begin firing
indiscriminately. They also lobbed
a hand grenade at the bus.

The driver died on the spot,
while the conductor survived.
Several local shopkeepers and res-
idents, braving the grenade attacks
and a hail of bullets, ran to the res-
cue of the injured and rushed them
to hospital. In the confusion, the

. three terrorists escaped and ran

into the army camp.

They fired at the guard on duty
at the gate and lobbed more
grenades. The terrorists then
reportedly holed up in a room
from where they continued to fire
and throw hand grenades. The
camp was soon surrounded by
security forces and after a pro-
longed exchange of fire, the terror-
ists were gunned down.

P Refated reports on Page 7
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Army personnel take positions around the resndentlal quarters of the army camp in Kaluchak near
Jammu which was the site of the shoot-out between militants and soldiers on Tuesday morning.

Attack is bid to derail J&K polls

By Manoj Joshi
Times News Network

NEW DELHI: When defence min-
ister George Fernandes told The
New York Times on Monday that
India would not attack Pakistan
even if severely provoked, he
could not have known that the
provocation would come iust 24
hours later. The ghastiy attacs on
the army cantonment at Kaluchak,
near Jammu, took the lives of
scores of army personnel and their
wives and children.

Mr Fernandes is cited as saying
that India will not take military
action against Pakistan at least
until the state assembly elections
are held in Kashmir in September.
The attack, apparently by terror-
ists who may have crossed over
from Pakistan the previous night,
is directed towards breaking the
momentum of events that will
restore peace in the state. Its aim is
to compel an angry Indian reaction
and thereby deflect the growing

Indo-American pressure on Gen
Pervez Musharraf to live up to his
January 12 promises.

The sentiment for ‘free and fair’
elections has been gathering
strength in recent months. The
Hurriyat may still shy away from
declaring its hand, but statements,
including at the recent Dubai
meeting, show that there is a strong
sentiment for peace in the Valley.
There is a marked rift between the
hardliners, led by Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, and moderates like
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and Abdul
Ghani Lone, both of whom met in
Dubai with PoK leader Sardar
Abdul Qayoom, an early supporter
of the armed militancy.

The split in the Hizbul
Mujahideen, the most formidable
domestic militant group, has been
yet another signal that militancy is
turning away from the jehadi
extremists being aided by Pakistan.

It is this last event that has trig-
gered this latest outrage. In this
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sense, the Rocca visit is more an
occasion for the massacre rather
than its cause.

Islamic terrorist groups which
have had their Afghan bases
destroyed and been forced to
adopt a low profile in Pakistan
have been getting a battering from
Indian security forces in the last
couple of months and are increas-
ingly desperate.

The US. official has been told, in
the words of minister of state for
external affairs Omar Abdullah,
that “events like this make it diffi-
cult for India to maintain restraint”.
In the last three months, U.S. offi-
cials have been saying that infiltra-
tion has come down and Gen
Musharraf has pressured the jehadi
groups to curb cross-border activity.

While the Indians can manage
events in the state and limit infil-
tration, the U.S. must play its part
to dismantle the jehadi support
structure within the Pakistani
armed forces.

“The world should wake up
now. It is time to finish
terrorism altogether..It has to
be made clear to Pakistan that
it should be ready to face the
consequences.”
—J&K chief minister

Farooq Abdullah

“It is likely that the terrorists
wanted to do something
desperate since for the last
four weeks they had suffered a
large number of casualties, in
the proportion of 12 killed for
every one member of the
security forces..For the first
time, all parties are united to
meet the challenge.”

T &K governer firish Savens

“Terrorism of this kind does
nothing to advance the cause in
whose name it is conducted. |
hope that all countries in the
region condemn this act
unreservedly.”
-~British foreign secretary
Jack Straw

“The government of Pakistan
strongly condemns the death of
a number of civilians in an
armed aftack near
Jammu..Such incidents warrant
an impartial and
comprehensive inquiry to
unmask the motives of their
perpetrators.”
-—Pak forgion office
spakasaerzon in Istamabay

“The terrorist attack was
carried out to sabotage the
coming elections to the state
assembly..The only way out is
to impose President’s rule in
the state and hand over the
state to the armed forces.”
—Senior Delhi Shiv Sena leader
Abhimanyu Gulati




4/have sought fresh reports

on coffin issue: Fernandes

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 8. The Defence
Minister, George Fernandes to-
day found the going tough in
the Rajya Sabha as the coffin is-
sue resurfaced following a news
report that the caskets were
procured at twice the price.
Amid vociferous protests, brief
adjournment and Opposition
walkout, Mr. Fernandes an-
nounced that he had already
sought fresh reports into the
allegations.

For about 25 minutes into ze-
ro hour, proceedings in the
House were affected after Sure-
sh Pachouri (Congress) referred
to a report in an English daily
which alleged that 500 alumi-
num caskets purchased during
the Kargil war were imported
from the United States for $
2,500 each as against its avail-
ability for less than half. He also
said that a Delhi court had or-
dered thie CBI to reply to a pet-
ition relating to a complaint on
Tehelka tapes expose. It did not
take long for the other Opposi-
tion members to lend support
which grew louder when Mr.
Fernandes rose to clarify the
position.

His initial attempt to make a
statement was virtually lost in
the din, with an unrelenting Op-
position insisting that since the
CBI came under the Prime Min-
ister, only he could reply.

Even after the Chairman,
Krishan Kant, ruled that Mr.
Fernandes who was named by
the member and present in the

House, had the right to reply,. .

the Opposition maintained its
stance. With stalemate persist-
ing, Mr. Kant adjourned the
House for 15 minutes and held a
meeting of leaders in his Cham-
bers.

On reassembly, when Mr.
Kant asked Mr. Fernandes to re-
ply, the Opposition members

S

i

The Defence Minister, George Femandes, talking to
presspersons after appearing before the Justice
Venkataswamy commission of enquiry in New Delhl on
Waednesday. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

were on their feet again protest-
ing and eventually walked out
with Kapil Sibal (Cong.) saying
that they did not recognise Mr.
Fernandes as the Defence
Minister.

With enly the AIADMK MPs
in the Opposition benches, Mr.
Fernandes said after perusing
the news report, he had asked
the Army Headquarters, the
Ministry of Defence and Indian
mission in Washington to ascer-
tain the facts and send a report.
Once it became available, he
would place it before the Public

Accounts Committee which is
going into it and if the House
desired, would make the same
available.

He clarified that only 150 cas-
kets were purchased, that too
much after: the Kargil war and
they were never intended for
martyrs of the Kargil war. Also,
since most of what the Opposi- :
tion said could not be heard by |
him in the din, he be allowed to
reply to’the allegations against
his Ministry and the-Govern-
ment after going #frough the

records.
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/George’s Kargil coffins cost

N
\
W¢
By Rajesh Ramachandran

E Times News Network

NEW DELHI: Contrary to defence minister George
5 Fernandes’ claim that $2,500 was
the right price for the coffins
imported by his ministry during
the Kargil war, the coffins actually
cost less than half that amount.

The Defense Supplies Center
Philadelphia (DSCP), a US.
defense procurement agency, buys
aluminium caskets with the identi-
cal specifications for around
Femandes KSR 200, Tn the US. system, the
product is called a ‘human remains transfer case’ and
bears the national stock number (NSN) 9930-00-
823-9805.

TNN asked the DSCP whether $1,200 rather than
$2,500 was an appropriate and reasonable price for a
‘human remains transfer case’ if the Indian Army
were directly to approach its suppliers. Tom Sidor of
the directorate of medical material, DSCP, replied,
“The answer is yes. The price that these manufactur-
ers charge is of course related to the quantity being
bought. We have bought quantities between 34 and
78 and paid prices ranging from $1,159 to $1328.”

In contrast, the defence ministry agreed to pay
$2,500 per casket (with another $500 per casket for
transport) even though it ordered 500 caskets.

Even as recently as last year, Pentagon procurers
bought the same caskets for half that price. “The
last award we made for this item was on October

half of what was paid g

19, 2001, for 70 caskets. The unit price for that
order was $1,250,” Gregg Tatarka, the contract
specialist at the directorate of medical material,
DSCP, told TNN.

During the Kargil war, the ministry approved the
urgent purchase of aluminium caskets to transport
the dead bodies of martyrs. On July 28, 1999, the
defence ministry’s price negotiating committee com-
prising L.M. Mehta and Maj Gen S.P. Murgai of
Tehelka fame awarded the contract to Texas-based
Buitron & Baiza on the basis of a written quotation
of April 29, 1997. (Viz. Item no.12342... NSN 9930-
00-823-9805, unit price, $2,500 each).

The first consignment of 150 caskets reached India
on March 6, 2000, but was rejected as over-weight.
Subsequently, the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) indicted the defence ministry for paying an
inflated price and not attempting to seek quotations
from other suppliers. Mr Fernandes has publicly
attacked the CAG for this ruling.

Despite the existence of at least three U.S. suppli-
ers, a pamphlet setting out the defence ministry’s
case and endorsed by Mr Fernandes insisted the
ministry had no option but to go to Buitron & Baiza.
It states: “There is only one manufacturer now of
such aluminium caskets in the world, located in the
US. It is obvious that avenues abroad were explored
but there were just no other sources.”

‘Curiously, Buitron. Funeral Homes or Buitron &
Baiza is not a “source” for caskets as far as the US.
military is concerned. “We have two trusted sources
of supply for this item,” Mr Tatarka told TNN.
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~IT WILL BE a while before the precise cause of
“the IAF plane crash at Jalandhar is known. But
-the tragic accident, which killed at least seven
‘people after the aircraft ploughed into a com-
-mercial building block, has inevitably focussed
‘attention on what has been long regarded as
.the backbone of the air force — the MiG-21. If
.the IAF’s overall record with respect to plane
fcrashes is dismal, the statistics when it comes
to MiG-21 aircraft is appalling. Most of the 185
“MiG aircraft that have had mishaps over the
+last decade are variants of the MiG-21 whicHi, as
wa result, has earned the unfortunate sobriquet
“flying coffin’. Such jibes may not be fair about

“an aircraft which was first inducted into the IAF -

four decades ago, which has played a pivotal
- role during wartime and which incredibly con-
‘ tinues to remain a mainstay of the air force. But
there are reasons to be seriously worried about,

“India’s ageing fleet of MiG-21s. They account’

.for more than half the crashes that take place;

-according to one estimate, the IAF loses one -

MiG for every 2,500 flight hours, making it one
-of the most vulnerable aircraft in service with
«any air force in the world.
»  The frequency of MiG-21 crashes has gone up
" dramatically over the last few years. The Jaland-
~.har accident is the fifth this year and it was only
late last month that another of these single-seat
! smulti-role fighters went down near a village
. along the Rajasthan-Haryana border. From the
- year 2000 onwards, about 25 MiG-21s have
crashed in various parts of the country. Given
'that most of these aircraft are two-decades old,
age is a problem — but it is by no means either
‘the only or the most important one. The La
- Fontaine Committee, headed by the then Chief
“of the Air Staff, has stated that the Trequent
crashes are a result of three main causes: bird
_hits, pilot error and maintenance failures. Fre-

. MONDAY, MAY 6, 2002
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quent pilot errors catry an inescafiable conclu-
sion — they point to the failure of the
establishment to train pilots adequately. For
years now, experts have pointed out that Indian
fighter pilots, who receive their basic training
on sub-sonic aircraft such as Kiran, have to
make a qualitative jump when made to fly air-
craft which travel at Mach 2 speeds such as
MiG-21s. It is against this background that the
delay in inducting advanced jet trainers (AJTs)
— which were recommended for purchase al-

‘most two decades ago — must be viewed. The
process of acquiring AJTs is now at ah advanced

stage and although they will not provide a one-
stop solution for crashes, their acquisition will

~ go a considerable way in redressing fundamen-

tal lacunae in the pilot'training procedures.
As far as crashes go, there are other problems

that need to be urgently addressed. Shabby

maintenance is an. important contributory

‘cause, a related factor being the poor quality of

spares. At another level, the manner in which
the technical upgradation of the fighters has

- taken place has left much to be desired. In-

excusable delays in the refit, a massive project

-10 upgrade the avionics and technical capa-

bilities of MiG-21s, have compounded the prob-
lem. As an immediate response, the IAF has
grounded the entire fleet of the MiG-21 variant
which went down in Jalandhar, but what is real-
Iy needed are lasting or durable solutions to a
problem that has many dimensions. Crashes
consume large sums of money, but they are not
merely about the loss of expensive aircraft or
about crores of rupees expended on training
pilots going to waste. They are about inefficient
and' insensitive. procedures which cause a seri-
ous loss of morale within the air force. Most of
all, they are about a tragic and unpardonable
loss of human lives. /
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Tkilled as MiG rams into

IAF decides %discontinue use of such plC}

HT Correspondent \
Jalandhar, May 3 \/'(‘(
SEVEN PERSONS were killed
and»17 injured after an Indian
Air Force MiG-21 caught fire in
midair and crashed into a Bank
of Rajasthan building here
around 10 am. Six of the vic-
tims were bank employees.

The IAF promptly suspended
flight training on this particu-
lar batch of MiG-21, variant 75.
A court of inquiry has also
been ordered into the cause of
the crash.

The injured, mostly passers-
by or attendants of nearby
shops, have been admitted to
the local civil hospital. Pilot SK
Naik bailed out in the nick of
time and parachuted to safety.

The MiG took off from
Adampur “Air Force station at
9.37 am as part of a training
programme, Eyewitnesses said
they heard a blast in the air
around 9.55 am and saw flames
blazing out of the plane along
with a thick trial of smoke near
Pathankot Chowk, nearly 3 km
from the site of the mishap. Sec-
onds later, it came crashing
down into the building, setting
it ablaze. The plane’s tail, about
15 feet long, got stuck in a resi-
dential building. The structure
was severely damaged, but all
its occupants escaped unhurt.

Fire tenders reached the
crash site only after 20 minutes
though the fire station was only
200 metres away. The firemen
soon ran out of water supply,
compelling the civil adminis-
tration to call upon the Army to
help in the rescue operation.
Even after six hours of the inci-
dent, the Army, the Air Force'as
well as local fire fighters and
police couldn’t bring the fire
under control.

Today’s crash is tge third
MiG-21 accident in %he week.
According to official figures, 84
jets in the MiG series have
crashed in the past five years.
This had prompted two key par-

ban

-0 8N w\v).
nes for training

flying for years.

' ‘OUT OF THE BLUE: Rescue operations under way in t_hé locality where the plane went down.

WHY ARE THE IAF’S MiGs CRASHING?

Is the MiG-21 flawed? Less than 50 per cent of MiG crashes were
caused by technical defects. Operational lapses, poor maintenance and
. lack of quality control are major causes.

~Is the aircraft chsolete? The piane is 1960s technology but it isn't
obsolete. There are over 8,000 MiG-2I variants flying in various air
forces. The Pakistan Air Force took delivery of several squadrons of a
China-made MiG-2I derivative this year. With upgrades, they can keep

So why are MiGs crashing so often? While the accident rate
for MiG variants is higher, they comprise an overwhelming majority of the
|AF fleet. The MiG-2i accounts for 60% of the IAF’s strength.

Is IAF training to blame? Yes. A govt report blasts the IAF’s trainer
aircraft. For instance, it says, the HPT-32 trainer is “defective” and.has
“deficient avionics”. With basic training on such poorly equipped aircraft,
pilots can hardly be expected to fly the highly demanding MiG-21 confi-

dently.

“HT PHOTO

i
i
|

liamentary committees — Pub-
lic Accounts Committee and
the Standing Committee — to
demand phasing out of the air-
craft. :

According to official figures,
10 MiG-21s crashed in 1998-99,
13 in 1999-2000, 12 in 2000-2001
and 3 so far in the last two
months, causing a financial
loss of Rs 677 crore. Human er-
ror, bird hit and technical faults

have been identified as the
main cause of these accidents.
Despite today’s crash, the
IAF is committed to flying the
MiG-21 in the long term. As
many as 125 MiG-21s are being
upgraded with Russian help. It
has taken 106 MiG-21 crashes in
the last 10 years for the IAF to
finally ground nearly six
squadrons of the jet fighter.
Air Force authorities says a

major fault in the engine, which
is manufactured in India, may
be the primary reason for the
recent spate of crashes. “The R-
25 is used in this aircraft. We
have had two flame-outs in air-
craft using this engine. It is our
responsibility to examine why
this has occurred,” said Air
Chief Marshal S Krish-
naswamy.

In the last 10 years, more

ﬂtmubusrmmg

Lﬁ ML 1
w & MAT LU
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than 40 pilots have been killed
flying the MiG-21. The parents

- of young pilots who have been

killed in crashes say today’s de-
cision to ground a MiG-21 vari-
ant is a small step forward. But
despite the decision to ground
the aircraft from flight training
exercises, the aircraft remains '
deployed on the Indo-Pak bor-!
der and will continue to be used
in operational roles. :

-
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“Supersonic
Brabmos

testfired
éis/im% Dovvice

NEW HI, April 28, —
With the successful test-flight
of the supersonic missile Bra#-
mos at the Interim Test Range
at Balasore today, the Indian
Navy is all set to launch it from
a surface ship in a few months.

The missile could be tested
from a Kachin-class destroyer,
possibly INS Ranjit, in Sep-
tember, but a final decision is
yet to be taken. The Dhanush,
naval version of the Prithvi
surface-to-surface missile, will
also be tested soon.

A product of Indo-Russian -
defence collaboration, the Bra-
hmos (the name deriving from
a combination of the words
Brahmaputra and Moscow)
has a range of 290 km for the
moment, which could be raised
further. The prototype missile
was launched at 11 a.m. from
Complex No. 3 of the ITR.

The eight-metre-long Brah-
mos was launched vertically
from a container which can be
carried on ship or submarine,
and with some modifications,
on an aircraft. Launched from
a ship, it can fly up to a height
of 14 km at a $peed of 2 Mach.

The missile in standard for-
mat carries a 200 kg conven-
tional warhead, and is charged
by solid propellant. It has a pre-
set trajectory, but a sensor on
the head detects the target and
can change the missile’s course
to strike up to 20 km from the
targeted range. It can also skim
at near-surface level,

The company which develo-
ped Brahmos was set up fol-
lowing an Indo-Russian agree-
ment of February 1998 to desi-
gn, produce and market a supe-
rsonic missile. The DRDO and
Moscow’s Scientific Research
Institute of Machine Building
have developed the missile.
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India begins patrolling Malag:ﬁzssgaits

An “sea end where the a.rz;d grés

hav eady set up a unified command
headed by a naval officer.

U.S. ships from the Seventh Fleet will
approach the area from the Japanese side.

The patrolling would be jointly moni-
tored by the Deputy Chief of Naval Staff,
Vice Admiral S. V. Gopalachari, and the Sev-
enth Fleet Commander, Vice Admiral James
Wallace Metzger.

The two officials had detailed discussions
on the subject during the Indo-U.S. Navy-
level talks held in Chennai earlier this year.

Efforts to draw India into the American

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 19. India has started ‘trial’
patrolling of the strategic Malacca Straits
through which cargo worth around $500
billion is transported annually. A Navy off-
shore patrol vessel joined the U.S.-led pa-
trolling effort, aimed mainly at surveillance
and deterrence, in the middle of this month
after the Cabinet Committee on Security
/(CCS) cleared the proposal in February.

After analysing the experience gained
from this ‘pilot’ patrolling, Indian warships
are ‘expected to patrol the area from the

L -\ f

security loop began immediately after the
September 11 strikes. The beginning was
made by reviving the Defence Policy Group
(DPG) last year.

The DPG is the institutional mechanism
to promote closer military ties and is head-
ed by top civilian officials from the Defence
Ministries of both countries. It was followed
by a meeting of the three Service-level exec-
utive steering groups. The involvement of
the Navy signifies its coming of age in the
region. The Malacca Straits is encompassed

by Sumatra on one side and Malaysia on
the other.
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/ﬁorder fem\t{g to continue

NEW DELHI, April 18. — A
combative government insisted
today it would continue the work
of fencing along the border to
check infiltration of militants,
smugglers and other illegal en-
trants into Jammu and Kashmir,
and urged Pakistan to “learn
from past failures” and not
thwart Indian attempts.
Reacting to a series of explo-
sions in the Raghubir Singh Pura
area of Jammu, where work is on
to erect a fence within Indian ter-
ritory, a forelgn ministry spokes-
person said: “This effort of the
military regime in Pakistan to raise
concern and retard the fencing
work will fail as surely as other
such efforts have failed in the
past” The government re-

Y9 %Kashmlr blasts

JAMMU April 18, — Pakista-
trators today set off a
sen £ blasts in RS Pura sec-
tor, Jammu, damaging three
iron pickets used for construc-
tion of fence along the Intérma-
tional Border. A BSF
spotte .
tal border outpost around 4
a.m, and fired at them, — PTI

mained determined to take nec-
essary action to put an end to
such interference, the spokes-
person said, with a threat that
“Pakistan would do well to learn
from past failures.”

Despite substantial build up
along the border, infiltration of
militants has not seen a tangible
decline. With summer setting in,

q fon 1M

4

)\
snowbé alonéxl Aansses would

begin to melt and the Armed
Forces anticipate an increase in
attempts by militants to infiltrate
in greater numbers. -

Meanwhile, the minister of
state for external affairs, Mr
Omar Abdullah, was “holidayin-
g” in Dubai, while All-Party
Hurriyat Conference leaders
were holding talks with Mr Sar-
dar Abdul Qayyum Khan, chair-
man of the National Kashmir
Committee, recently formed by
General Musharraf.

New Delhi said Mr Abdullah
did not meet the leaders in Du-
bai and his presence there
around the same time was noth-
ing more than a coincidence.
“Mr Abdullah was o holiday in

Dubai,” a forei inistry offi-
cial said. /
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/fndla clinches deal

NEW DELHI, April 18, — For
the first time in a decade or
more, India has bought a major
weapons system from the USA.

The decision to buy the
ANTPQ-37 weapon-locating ra-
dar was on the anvil for a while
and a senior US army officer
had come during the recent de-
fence exhibition here to discuss
the radar. Officials said the deal
is worth about $146 million and
possibly, about eight radars will
be purchased.

The radar was initially of-
fered to India about 5-6 years
ago, at a time when Indo-US ties

Were warm.

This weapon can find the loca-
tion. of the enemy weapons,
whether it is artillery or missiles.
In fact, about 10 enemy weapons
can be simultaneously located by
the system, manufactured by
Raytheon.

The deal was clinched by a
Procurement Board team cur-
rently in the USA. The team has
also submitted a list of about 20
weapon systems that it wants to
purchase from that country.

The purchase comes over the
protests of the Parliamentary
Defence Standing Committee
which had called for the evalua-
tion of a similar Ukranian radar
and also, WLRs from other

i por ’mm

i «»on US radar a0

countries.

The chairman of the commit-
tee, Mr ML Khurana, and an-
other member, Mr Suresh Kal-
madi, had written to the defence
ministry about it, saying the US
radar was possibly too expen-
sive. -

When the US authorities had
initially offered the WLR, it was
opposed by the Defence Re-
search and Development Organ-
isation which said the indige-
nous Rajendra radar could be
modified and made into a WLR.

The USA withdrew its offer
after the 1998 Pokhran II nucle-
ar blasts and imposed sanctions
and the DRDO s still working
on the Rajendra.

THE STATESMAx



CBI wants Amir Reza extradited

(
Kinsuk Basu XA \/\
Kolkata, April 17 \CQ

Al
THE CBI has decided to try for the
extradition of Amir Reza Khan,
brother of Asif Reza Khan and the
mastermind behind the American
Center attack. Aftab has confessed
that it was Amir who hatched the
plot and monitored its implementa-
tion from Dubai.

Aftab’s role was solely to raise the
Asif Reza Commando Force.
Though India has an extradition
treaty with the UAE, it had never
been seriously followed till Aftab’s
extradition, which was largely pos-
sible because of the FBI’s pressure.
The CBI has thus stepped up its in-

teraction with international agen-
cies to force this extradition as well.

Despite the failure to get Dawood
and Anees Ibrahim extradited, CBI
is optimistic in this case as it be-
lieves the FBI might be interested
because of Amir’s reported proxim-
ity to the likes of Masood Azhar.

A resident of Beniapukur, Amir

' left the city immediately after a CID

team visited his house in search of
his brother Asif while probing the
Khadim abduction case. After the
arrest of Happy Singh, an accused
in the case, a CID team left for Kath-
mandu to trace his links and stum-
bled upon Asif’s name.

In his confessions to the CBI and
Kolkata Police, Aftab admitted that

L

Amir stayed with him in Dubai,
helping him carry out all operations
after Khadim. Impressed by his abil-
ities, Aftab left it to Amir to chalk
out the plan to avenge his brother’s
death.

Amir had since kept in touch
with Jamaluddin Naser, local facil-
itator of the Kolkata attack. Naser
would inform him of every move
over e-mail from a cyber café in Til-
jala. Police have seized some hard
disks and CPUs from this café.

The CBI says if Amir is brought
back, police would know the exact
nature of Aftab’s dealing with ter-
rorist outfits, whom he paid a part
of the ransom money. He had links
with Jaish, Harkat and Lashkar.

~
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| /Cellphone bar

in J&K,

Swati Chaturvedi
New Delhi, April 15 y\/ 7

HOME MINISTER L K Advani-

has pulled the plug on a plan to”

allow cell phones in the securi-
ty-sensitive State of Jammu &
Kashmir and the North-east. A
plan to allow mobile telephones
in these areas was piloted by
Communications ‘Minister
Pramod Mahajan in the Cabi-
net.

The plan said that mobile te-
lephony would knit these parts
of the country long suffering
from neglect and help control
secessionism. Advani, however,
was worried.

“My ministry objected be-
cause we had some security con-
cerns. As of now the plan is on
hold,” he said.

Security agencies say that
they will not be able to carry
out proper surveillance if cell-
phones are allowed without
check especially in Jammu and
Kashmir. Technical factors
such as the distance was cited
as the reason for the tapping
problem.

Says a senior Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB) official: “We told the
Home Minister that we would
be unable to monitor the
phones while following the pro-
cedures. Our fear, was that the

N-E,

QD%

gerromsts would misuse the cell
_ phones as an effective means of
" communication.”

Under the rules laid down by
the Supreme Court all tele-
phones can only be tapped after
a written authorisation of the-
Home Secretary.

When the plan was first moot-
ed by Mahajan, Home Secretary
Kamal Pande, sounding the
alarm bell, briefed Advani be-
fore the Cabinet meeting while
expressing his reservations on
the plan, sources said. At the
moment even public call booths
with STD and ISD facilities are
banned in the Valley.

As a compromise some mem-
bers of the Cabinet suggested
that initially cell phones be al-
lowed in the North-east but Ma-
hajan wouldn’t yield.

He apparently argued that
such facilities would help cre:-
ate pro-India feelings in the sen-
sitive states especially in J&K
and said it was this kind of dis-
crimination that fostered seces-
sionism.

Sources said the Home Min-
istry was clear that allowing
cell phones in the Valley was a
security risk.

Reports of the IB and RAW
have said that telephone inter-
cepts are instrumental in flght

ing terrorism.
/ v
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‘Meet to dlSC;ﬁS

April 14, — Senior Army generals will discuss the
state of the missile arsenal at the commar¥ers
conference beginning on Monday.

A long presentation on surface-to-surface mis-
siles or SSMs such as the short-range Prithvi and
the medium-range Agni is likely to be made on the
second day of the three-day bi-annual conference.
The director-general, artillery, 1Lt-Gen RS Nagra
will participate in the conference.

Prithvi was inducted into the Army in the nine-
ties, but the Agni, which has a range of about 1,500
km and is nuclear-capable, is in the process of be-
ing inducted. The Air Force also wanted it. The ar-
tillery arm will be in charge of the missiles.

The other major issues are the Army’s perspec-
tive plan and Lt-Gen (retd) HS Bagga’s report on
promotion prospects of the officer cadre.

The Bagga report calls for higher promotion
rates of middle-level officers like majors, lieuten-
ant-colonels and colonels. It also speaks of a new
post for senior Army lieutenant-generals called
colonel-general.

missiles

r,\o

A handful of pr1nc1pal staff o%e and Army
commanders (about a dozen) couldbecome colo-
nel-generals if the government agrees. The adju-
tant-general, Lt-Gen SS Grewal, may also be in-
volved in these discussions.

Lt-Gen Pankaj Joshi, chief of the integrated de-
fence staff, will also speak to the commanders on
matters of joint service command.

A chief of defence staff is yet to be appointed:
Other speakers will include Mr Jaswant Singh and
Mr George Fernandes. The five Army command-
ers will speak on operational preparedness, and
this will be particularly relevant as far as the west-
ern, southern and northern Army commands are
involved as they face Pakistan and virtually the en-
tire Army is on the borders.

The northern and eastern commanders will
speak on the internal security situation.

Besides, looking at promotions and awards, the
commanders will focus on two important issues —
shortage of accommodation for married officers
and improvement of medical facilities at the Army
Base Hospital and the Research and Referral

Hospital in the capital. /
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"STD, ISD ban

A

in the state. However, there is j

JAMMU, April 14. — As the
ban imposed by the Cabinet
Committee on Security on
STD/PCO and Internet facilities
in Jammu and Kashmir contin-
ues, restoration of these services
seems to be a distant possibility.

The chief general manager,
J&K circle, Mr UC. Chabbra,
said they had requested the. Cen-
tre to restore these facilities.

A decision in this regard
would be taken by the CCS, Mr
Chabbra said. -

The facilities were snapped at
a time when tension along the
borders was increasing and peo-

ple were worried about their rel-

atives at those places. Besides, it
has affected the life of more
than 6,000 STD/PCO operators

yet

ban on private STD connecti
and those in government offlces
People who have no STD con-
nections in their houses are suf-
fering the most.

The ban on STD and PCO fa-
cilities imposed four months ago
is causing a great deal of incon-
venience to the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. .

The Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited had withdrawn Internet
and STD facilities from the entire
state on 28 December last year.

Intelligence agencies in the
statg feared that defence-related
information was being given out
through PCO booths.

They argued that militants were
using computers for communicat-
ing with their contacts across the
country. They were also using

to be lifted

9- D § Ngrts
PCOs.

Though the CGMT said the
department was not incurring
any revenue losses because of
the ban, officials said they had to
bear a loss of over Rs 7 lakh for
2,000 STD/PCO operators per
day

“You can easily work out the
revenue loss for 5,000-6,000 op-
erators,” said an official. Many
feel the ban cannot be effective
because a militant can easily use
STD connections of an individu-
al to contact associates.

The CGMT also refused to
comment on the fact that opera-
tors were planning to move court
against the decision to withdraw
such facilities. The Kashmir
Traders Manufacturers Federa-
tion said the move had rendered
thousands of youths jobless. -

, THE STATESMAR
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FTER SPENDING four
Amonths in jail, suspected al-

Qaeda terrorist,
Mohammed Afroz Abdul Razak,
was on Monday released from
Byculla prison following bail grant-
ed to him by a special court here.
Afroz was released at 10.30

a.m., after the jailor considered the
release memo issued by the regis-
trar of the special court. His father,
Abdul Razak and other family
members received him outside the

THE LONG WAIT

“Afroz released on
bail after 4mo

granted hail orf Apf1il 5 by desig-
nated judge, A.P. Bhangale, who
heard a petition filed by his lawyer
Mubin Solkar.

The court released him as the
police failed to file chargesheet
against him within the stipulated
90-day period after his arrest
on December 3 from Navi Mum-
bai. Police had earlier invoked
Poto provisions against Afroz

but dropped the charge later say-
ing the alleged offences committed
by him were triable under the IPC
only. The judge ruled out the polic
plea to drop Poto charge agajast
Afroz PTI

prison. The 26-year-old Afroz was

THE STATESMAP
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“AIDS test for Force%_zgzglcruits

April 8. — Those joining the arme
forces every year may be tested for
AIDS, according to a health ministry
note presented to the Union Cabinet
last Tuesday. In the note, the defence
ministry has said: “..in future, (the)
armed forces may- have to screen per-
sonnel who are coming forward to join
the armed forces.”

Armed forces have different require-
ments as compared to the civilian sec-
tors, the ministry said. Troops have to
be deployed in high-altitude areas like
Jammu and Kashmir and North-east
and in counter-insurgency operations.

The ministry makes the point of
“the combat situation and handling of
bleeding wounds”. This suggests that
armed forces personnel can contract
the HIV virus very easily.

The Army is involved in counter-in-
surgency operations in J&K and the

North-east. The casualty figure in these

operations is significant.

In Jammu and Kashmir alone, over
5,000 officers and jawans have been
wounded since 1989. In 1989-99, 4,701
personnel, including 331 officers, were

wounded. es it more impera-
tive to have “pre-employment HIV
screening if considered necessary,” the
ministry said. ’

A senior Army Medical Corps offi-
cer said the Army was ready to follow
this system. “We are beginning to start
this. All recruits have to go through a
complete check-up anyway, an Elisa
test for AIDS will not be a problem,”
he said. Armed forces recruits of the
USA, Thailand and West European
countries are tested for AIDS, the note
said. The test results will be kept confi-
dential. All candidates tested will be
counselled before and after the tests.

Approximately, 1,00,000 officers and
men join the Army, Navy and Air Force
every year. About 1,200 officers and
55,000 men join the Army alone. Com-
paratively smaller numbers join the Air
Force and the Navy. The .exact number
of HIV cases in the Army is not known,
but some Army personnel reportedly
picked up the virus while part of a Uni-
ted Nations mission in Cambodia.

In the note, the health ministry has
agreed with the defence ministry. Pre-
employment HIV testing, it said, “may
be carried out voluntarily with pre-test
and post-test consulting... the resuit
shall be kept strictly confidential”

THE STATESHAR



l’f\( Avoidable cross-fire
f Yt ano-

he Defence Ministry may have sown the seeds
ther cohtroversy by issuing detailed clarifications\on media
reports that were based almost entirely on the draft\ observa-
, tions of the Comptroller and Auditor General. They were,
indirectly, a refutation of conclusions drawn by that Constitu-
tional authority on the acquisition of certain weapon systems.
Coming as they do in the wake of the Defence Minister having
resorted to another indirect method to debunk the CAG’s
findings on the import of aluminum coffins, those clarifications
would lend themselves to being viewed as an attempt to join
issue with the agency mandated to ensure that government
money — public money — is not squandered. Which amounts
to throwing a spanner in the works of an established system of
checks and balances. By no means a happy development.

The defence community would, however, insist that it has
valid cause. Over the years it has noted with concern that the
CAG reports do not restrict themselves to monitoring financial
aspects of defence expenditure, adherence to prescribed
procedures and so on, but venture to question the technical
quality and suitability of the military stores acquired. Which the
armed forces rightly believe is not only beyond the purview of
the CAG, but contend that the agency lacks the expertise upon
which such value judgments can be based. The efficacy of guns,
radars, missiles and aircraft cannot be evaluated by
accountants, defence experts argue. Military purchases, the
defence community emphasises, are not made in free-market
situations. Apart from the political and diplomatic aspects of
defence procurement, equipment is not available off the shelf
at convenient prices which can be relied upon to stay in one
place while the babus and the accountants dither and push files
around, not to speak of guaranteed product support and
supply of spares thrown in. There is. also the question of
whether to buy abroad or try indigenous development. These
factors, some with strategic implications, cannot be tabulated
by finaneial specialists. But since the CAG reports are public
documents and have a certain authenticity about them, the
forces often find themselves in the dock — unfairly at times.
Such clouds of suspicion exacerbate the conditions in which
defence officials are becoming increasingly wary of selecting or
recommending particular systems for acquisitions. The
purchase process is already so bogged down in red tape and the
search for safeguards that the forces are unable to fully utilise
what is provided for capital outlay in the budgetary allocation.
It would not be in the nation’s sgcyrity interests to allow such
conditions to drift. A system gfchtcks and balances is critical
to democratic functioning,

THE STATESMAN



Spemal court gr
to Afroze Hﬂ%edlt

ants bail

S pabovals
1011 ¢Case

Police fail to file charges, may book htm under MCOCA

Times News Network

MUMBAL: In another major set-
back to the Mumbai police,
Mohammed Afroze (26), the
alleged Al Qaida operative who is
in judicial custody on charges of
sedition, was on Friday granted bail

. by a special court here.

Special judge A.P. Bhangale

might arrest Afroze under the
Mabharashtra Control of Organised
Crime Act (MCOCA), which gives
the police 180 days in which to file
a chargesheet. Minister of state for
home Kripashankar Singh had told
TNN on Tuesday that Afroze
would be detained under
MCOCA. But special public prose-

cutor Ujwal Nikam refused to
comment. He said that the bail
ordér would not be challenged.
“There are various aspects to the
case and you can consult the inves-
tigating officer,” he said.

Earlier, Mr Solkar told the court
that Afroze had written to him
from inside Byculla jail on April 3,

| granted him bail for Rs 1

lakh and a surety of like
amount since the police -
had failed to submit a
chargesheet within the
mandatory period of 90
days. It is not clear why
the police failed to file the
chargesheet within the
stipulated period.
Afroze’s lawyer, Mubin

- Solkar, told TNN that

Afroze’s parents had not
been able to arrange the
bail amount immediately.
The court order came at
about 4.15 p.m. “We will
furnish the bail amount
on Saturday morning and
he will be a free man,” Mr
Solkar said.

However, there is a
possibility that the police

Matters of meditation

Times News Network

MUMBALI The police did not produce Afroze in
court when the bail application came up before Mr

‘Bhangale at about 12.15 p.m. Public prosecutor

Rohini Salian opposed it, stating that Afroze had
already told the court he did not want bail.

Mr Bhangale, however, insisted that ‘Afroze be
produced before him since he had written a letter to
his lawyer after the last hearing asking him to apply
for bail. Mr Bhangale also rejected the prosecution’s
request to post the matter for Saturday and ordered
that Afroze be produced before him during the day.

Accordingly, the police produced Afroze in court
at 2.45 p.m. Refusing bail, Afroze said, “My guruji has
asked me to undergo an advanced course in medita-
tion which runs until April 10.” To this, the court
asked, “What if you are advised to undergo another
course after April 107" Afroze said that he would
decide the issue on that day.

requesting him to plead
for bail. The letter was
attested by the jail author-
ity and sent to Afroze’s
father, Abdul Razzak.
However, this time
too, Afroze told the
court that he did not
want bail. He said he was
undergoing a meditation
course conducted by the
Art of Living
Foundation while in jail
and would like to finish
it. “I would have to pay
Rs 5,000 for the course
outside, while in jail it is
free of cost,” said Afroze
who, according to the
police, belongs to the Al
Qaida terror network.

» Afroze’s lawyer clueless,
Page 3

HE TIMES OF INDIA



Sukhoi to

e made
in India

HT Correspondent
Bangalore, April 4

HINDUSTAN AERONAU-
TICS Limited (HAL) .is
gearing up for a Rs 25,000-
crore project to manufac-
ture 140 Russian Su-30s. at
five of itsfacilities in India.

HAL chairman N R Mo--

hanty said the company
would make the aircraft
and engines with “100 per
cent technology” with li-
cence from Moscow. For in-
stance, HAL will acquire
the know-how for the sin-
gle crystal blades used in
Su-30s. The design papers
and technical manuals will
reach soon. i

HAL is investing about
$150 million as capital and
$ 500 million more for oth-
er expenses, including
tools, non-standard equip-
ment and deferred revenue
expenditure. The cost of
each Su-30 bought from
Russia is $30 million and
the licence fee for making
the entire batch of aircraft
is $ 286 million.

“When we make the air-
craft we will ensure it costs
less than direct imports.
Obviously since the project
continues till 2017 there
will be an escalation cost
included in the project esti-
mate; byt we will keep with-
in that,” Mohanty said.

. Each 8Su-30 would need
six engines in its lifetime.
The first batch of 50 Su-
30s, acquired directly from
Russia, would come fitted
with two engines each. The

scheduled delivery date for .

the first batch is 2003. HAL
will make the required en-
gines for all the 190 Su-30s.
It will deliver the first air-
craft to the Indian Air
Force by 2004 and all 140
Su-30s by 2017. HAL would
also make all the acces-
sories, aggregates and add-
ons for the Su-30fleet.
HAL has entered into an

Russia ﬁromise
on N-ties

RUSSIA ON Thursday
vowed to continue nu-
clear cooperation with
India and reiterated its
commitment to help In-
dia in the field of nu-
clear energy.

But it urged New Delhi
to sign the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty. “We
know about the opposi-
tion by some countries,
but Russia will continue
to provide assistance to
India on nuclear energy...
Moscow will help its
strategic partner in this
field,” Russian Federa-
tion’s Security Council
secretary Vladimir B
Roushailo said. “We hope
that construction of the
Kadankulam nuclear
power plant  project,
continues as per sched-
ule,” he said.

HTC, New Delhi

agreement with the Russ-
ian THushin company to
make the multi-role trans-
port aircraft (MTA). Mo-
hanty said the éstimated
cost of the project was $350
million and both countries
would share it equally.

The MTA steering com-
mittee will meet in the
third week of April and
submit the final report to
the. Government. “We’ll
take six years to deliver
the first MTA,” Mohanty
said.

HAL has also bagged the
order from Israel to make
technical kits for convert-
ing Boeings into cargo air-
craft. Israel had short-list-
ed HAL 3along with two
companies from US and
China. After a tough rou
of bidding .and lobbyiAg,
HAL got the order.
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President gives

(\\\ - PTimes News Network

NEW DELHI: The controversial
Prevention of Terrorism b.illZ 200%,
which required a joint sitting
parliament to pass it last week
received presidential assent on
Tuesday. Now known as the
Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002
(Pota), the act has come into force
with immediate effect.

President K.R. Narayanan
signed the bill, which has been
gazetted as Act No. 17 of the year.
Pota seeks to deal with heinous
crimes like subversion, insurgency
and terrorism. It replaces the pre-
vention of terrorism ordinance
(Poto) first promulgated in
October last year and re-promul-
gated in December. o

With its passing, India has joinec
two other countries, the U.S. and
the UK, which have also passel
laws to fight terrorism in the wak>
of the terrorist attacks in Ney
York and Washington n
September last.

The President also approved a
related law, the Passpert

assent to I:IQQ

(Amendment) Act, 2002. It seeks
to confer on the government the
power to suspend the passport and
related travel documents of sub-
versives and terrorists to curb their
international movement. The act
seeks to amend the Passport Act,
1967.

The President has also given his
assent to the Inter-State Water
Disputes (Amendment) bill, 2002,
and the Institute of Technology
(Amendment) bill, 2002.

The water legislation amends
the earlier act of 1956 to enable
expeditious disposal of inter-state
water disputes by tribunals in a
time-bound frame.

It also provides for effective
implementation of the judgments
and seeks setting up of a data bank
and information system at the
national level for each river basin.

The Institutes of
Technology law seeks to bring
the Roorki University into the
fold of the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), as the country’s
seventh IIT.

PF trust to review \
interest rafte

Times News Network

NEW DELHI: A special meeting
of the Central Board of Trustees
(CBT) of the Employees
Provident Fund (EPF) has been
called by labour minister Sharad
Yadav on April 12 to review the
overall situation regarding interest
earnings by the fund.

‘The CBT in its earlier meeting
on January 22 had recommended
9.5 per cent interest to EPF sub-
scribers for 2002-03. But it had
decided to meet in March to
review the overall situation, since
the financial position regarding
interest would be known only after
the budget.

According to an EPF official,
“the finance ministry has informed
the organisation to bring the inter-
est rate down by 0.5 per cent.” He
said with a reduction of 0.5 per
cent in the Special Deposit Scheme
of the RBI, total interest receiv-
able in the PF would be reduced to
the tune of Rs 238.42 crore.




he very basis of India maiygtain-
ing professional armed foxces,
as against merely ceremonial
ones, is for the nation to be able

to call upon them to deliver should the

need arise. That call has been made and
our armed forces remain in a state of
high alert. In plain terms this means
that should events dictate, they nust be
ready to implement their plans, which
are clearly spelt out and, as part of regu-
lar peacetime training, rehearsed to the
last detail.

Of late, some commentators have re-
flected on the wisdom of such a move.

Some caution that such a posture can re-

sult in an unintended flare-up, leading to
a conflict which may degenerate to an
exchange of nuclear weapons. Others
wonder whether such a show of force is
not counter-productive to modern day
diplomacy. Still others reflect on the pro-
hibitive costs of maintaining such a pos-
ture for any length of time.

While these are legitimate concerns,
it needs to be recognized that we liveina
harsh world where not all share our val-
ues of tolerancegair play and forbear-
ance. Having been at the receiving end of
a proxy war within our sovereign bor-
ders for years, one that is encouraged
and fuelled by Pakistan and has cost the
nation over fifty thousand lives, any hint
of caution conveys national under-confi-
dence.

Fortunately, there appears to be a
general consensus on the nation’s re-

solve to maintain this alert status till ev-.

idence was forthcoming that Pakistan is
actually putting its money where its
mouth was on the day of its president’s
much-heralded broadcast in January.
While India needs to take heart in its
newfound resolve, it is instructive to
delve deeper into the current security
environment in our neighbourhood and
its potential for our security.

Many have wondered at the sudden
bonhomie between the United States ad-
ministration and General Pervez
Musharraf. Both George W. Bush and his
secretary of state, Colin Powell, never
fail to shower praises on him. While
countries like Kyrgyzstan and Uzbek-
istan are willing and active supporters of
the American anti-terrorist effort in
Afghanistan, without having been pro-
moters of the problem in the first place,
they find no mention in the US’s high
profile political pronouncements. There-
by hangs a tale, which emphasizes why
India cannot afford to let its guard down.

A series of articles appearing in the
Washington Post will take the reader
through the behind-the- scenes activities
in the highest echelons of the US admin-
istration as they unfolded in the after-
math of terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon. Within
two days of the event, Powell had got a
green signal from President Bush to put
Pakistan “on notice” sigce any action
contemplated in Afghanistan was con-
tingent on Pakistan’s support.

for Pakistan’s compliance. In

essence, they related to Pakistan
stopping all support to al Qaida and tal-
iban, stopping Pakistani volunteers
from joining the taliban, over flight and
landing rights to US forces, provision of
intelligence information and curbing
domestic expression of support for ter-

S even specific demands were listed

The author is a retired air marshal of
the Indian air force

Given the confusing signals emanating from across
the border, India has little choice but to put its armed
- forces on high alert, writes Brijesh D. Jayal

General on a tight leash

rorism against the US, its friends or al-
lies. The crucial one was that should evi-
dence implicate Osama bin Laden and
the al Qaida network and should
Afghanistan and the taliban continue to
harbour them, then Pakistan was to
break diplomatic relations with the tal-
iban government and assist the US in de-
stroying them. As the Washington Post
concludes, “in so many words the US
was telling Pakistan to help destroy
what its intelligence service had helped
create and maintain; the taliban”.
According to the Washington Post,
while putting forward these demands to
the Pakistani intelligence chief, General
Mahmoud Ahmad, who was in Washing-
ton at the time, Powell’s deputy, Richard
Armitage, warned that they were not ne-
gotiable and all seven had to be accepted.
Secretary Powell then spoke to Mushar-
raf. “As one general to another”, he said
“we need someone on
our flank fighting with

Thus started the first US tactical op-
eration of its declared war on interna-
tional terrorism. An operation cloaked
under the guise of friendship and diplo-
macy, uncompromising and bold in its
approach, yet one whose torturous route
was unpredictable not only to those lay-
ing its foundation, but even to the finest
of strategic thinkers within the US ad-
ministration. Today, even as the
Afghanistan campaign has achieved no-
table successes, that unpredictability re-
mains and continues to get more intrigu-
ing as more information surfaces.

According to a recent Press Trust of
India report, after the US air campaign
started, Pakistan evacuated thousands
of its military and intelligence advisers
who had been working with the taliban.
Musharraf won American support by
warning that losing a large number of
Pakistanis would jeopardize his political

survival. Already

us. Speaking candidly,
the American people
would not understand if
Pakistan was not in this

£ Confidence in the
government, the
armed forces and all

Musharraf was begin-
ning to feel the weight
of Pakistan’s internal
contradictions. It has
also been reported that

fight with the United while the US approved a
States.” Shorn of diplo- our institutions must limited evacuation, the
matic icing, the ultima- operation allegedly
tum to Pakistan was un- replace the atmos- slipped out of control
ambiguous and General phere of hype and and an unknown num-
Musharraf got the mes- . . ber of taliban and al
sage. sensationalismJ Qaida fighters managed

to join in the exodus. Today many
Qaida and taliban fighters have melted
into the thin air along with Osama bin
Laden and Mullah Omar. Whether the
“slipping out of control” was unintend-
ed or a clever Pakistani ploy is uncer-
tain. For now, Indian security planners
must take seriously reports that many of
them have moved into Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir.

US administration continues to

shower praise on Musharraf, ac-
tually it has him on a very short leash.
Recall media reports that the famous
January speech by Musharraf was first
cleared with the US state department.
With the president himself on a tight
leash and having to contain forces that
have been surreptitiously created and
nurtured by his country over the years,
few even in the US administration can-at
this stage predict the durability of
Musharraf and the future course of Pak-
istan’s internal dynamics. Those look-
ing for stability in the region can only
hope that American plans for pulling
Pakistan back from the brink of funda-
mentalist anarchy to a moderate Isiamic
state will succeed. But responsible na-
tions cannot plAn national security on
the basis of hope. Moreover, what other
periodic rewards will Musharraf de-
mand and when will Kashmir feature on
that plate?

The question that we need to ask our-
selves is this. Even if the Indian govern-
ment grants Musharraf the benefit of
doubt, how does it judge whether he will
be allowed to deliver? How does Mushar-
raf reconcile his newfound moderate
and anti-terrorist stance with his “Kash-
mir in our blood” hype? And since the in-
ternal dynamics of Pakistan are too
fluid for even Musharraf to predict,
what options does India have?

The US is fully aware that without
targeting the Pakistan state, its interna-
tional war on terrorism cannot even
take off. Its first few gambles with
Musharraf have paid off, albeit with
some hiccups. It is also aware that if a
fundamentalist of the Zia ul-Haq mould
replaced Musharraf, the “general to gen-
eral” ploy would fall on deaf ears. The
US must undoubtedly have alternate
plans, should things start to go wrong
with their favoured general in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, India cannot remain an
idle bystander. With the backbone of al
Qaida and the taliban still at large and
perhaps closer to us than before, and
with Pakistan being forced to rein in
many of its illegitimate creations under
pressure from abroad, the lack of instant
preparedness on India’s part will
amount to consigning national security
to hope rather than substance. This
makes it mandatory for our armed
forces to be prepared and on station,
whatever the attendant costs or risks.

T here is little doubt that while the

that confronts India, national insti-

tutions and the public have a crucial
role to play. Confidence in the govern-
ment, the armed forces and all our insti-
tutions must replace the atmosphere of
hype, sensationalism and criticism.
Such solidarity will convey our resolve
to the international community, act as a
powerful morale booster to our armed
forces and in the final analysis prove to
be a powerful deterrent to war. Display of
emotion and solidarity”once our sol-
diers’ bodies start pefurning will be of
little use.

I n the delicate security environment
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Joint session
passes Poto

&

NEW DELHI, March 26. — The anti-
terrorism Bill was passed tonight in the
joint session of Parliament amid a great
deal of acrimony. The Prevention of Ter-
rorism Ordinance will now become Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act (Pota) after
presidential assent.

In the division pressed for by the Op-
position at the initial stage of considera-
tion of the Bill, it was passed by 425 votes
t0 296. The Opposition staged a walk-out
after the result was declared. The Bill
was finally adopted by voice vote.

All BIP allies except the Trinamul
Congress voted for the Bill. Trinamul
members were absent. Mr Ajit Panja vo-
ted for Poto, despite being asked by the
Trinamul leadership to abstain,

Politics, rather than the merits or de-
merits of the Bill, was at the core of the
debate that lasted for nine hours and for-
ty minutes. The Central Hall witnessed a
sharp division down the middle in the rare
joint sitting of members of both Houses.

Mr LK Advani, who moved the Bill
for passage, argued that it should not be
treated as an ordinary law and order is-
sue. The legislation was being brought in
view of the war India is facing in the
form of cross-border terrorism.

The government’s discomfort was
caused not so much by the Bill and its
various provisions as the riots in‘Gujarat,
Mr Narendra Modi’s booking of the of-
fenders at Godhra, who belonged to the

minority community, under Poto and the .

?,QMM

bsequent withdrawal of that action.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi said the govern-
ment’s “manipalating the process of
Parliament for promoting a divisive
ideological agenda is like subverting the
Constitution”. The Bill has divided the
country’s polity, she said.

“It’s highly regrettable,” said Mr Arun
Jaitley that “we as a nation are sending a
wrong message to the world in the face
of attack on the country from terrorist
groups from outside”.

“Don’t forget how America stood be-
fore its President after 11 September ...
and here the Congress, after the Bill was
defeated in the Rajya Sabha, talked of a
divided Parliament and a divided poli-
ty,” Mr Jaitley said, referring to Mrs So-
nia Gandhi’s remarks.

The Marxists, too, lived up to their rep-
utation. Mr Somnath Chatterjee was by
far the best speaker, focussing on possible
abuse of the law to undermine Fundamen-
tal Rights. He wondered if the govern-
ment’s plea that the Bill was n be-
cause of UN resolutions adopted after 11
September should make the home minis-
ter change his name to Mr LK ‘Bush’. He
expected the Prime Minister to intervene
to let the joint sitting know what the gov-
ernment has to say on Mr Modi’s con-
temptuous remark on Parliament.

Mr Advani and Mr Jaitley, trying to jus-
tify the Bill by citing how more than
61,000 civilians were killed by terrorists
over the past 15 years as against 8,000 sol-
diers who lost their lives in the four wars
since Independence, could notmake the
Opposition change heart.

(HE STATESMAN
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President convenes joint '
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By Neernla Vyas an(? J) b

Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, MARCH 22. The Presi-
dent, K. R. Narayanan, has con-
vened a joint sitting of both the
Houses of Parliament on Tues-
day, March 26, to consider and
adopt the Prevention of Terror-
ism Bill, a day after the defeat of
the Bill on POTO in the Rajya
Sabha.

The sitting will be held in
spite of strong protests from the
main Opposition parties, which
charged the Government with
“misusing” the Constitutional
provision instead of trying to
evolve a genuine consensus by
sending the Bill to a select com-
mittee as is normally done in
the case of all significant Bills.

The Bill has created ripples
both within the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (the National
Conference abstained during
voting in the Upper House) and
in the - Opposition ranks
(though the ATADMK support-
ed it). But this evening, it seems
that the Government was able
to get the NC to assure it of sup--
port for POTO.

The Government wants to re-
place the POTO with legislation
and after the Bill fell through in
the Rajya Sabha on Thursday —
113 members voted in favour of
the resolution moved by the
Congress against the Bill and 98
against it — a joint sitting is the
only option left to it.While the

2 S€SS

Government is presenting the
Bill as proof of its commitment
to eradicate terrorism, the Op-
position and several civil rights
activists have pointed out that a
more draconian piece of legis-
lation, the now-repealed Ter-
rorists and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act, was not able
to achieve that purpose. It had
led to few convictions and wide

Gujarat
backtracks

By Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR, MARCH 22. In
an apparent bid to wriggle
out of the tight spot it finds
itself in over the alleged dis-..
criminatory use of the Pre-
vention.. of  Terrorism’
Ordinance (POTO), the Guj-

arat Government, on the eve
of the joint session of Parlia~ .

ment, has decided to-witl
draw for the time being t
application of POTO against
those arrested in connection
with the Godhra train
carnage. :
POTO later, if needed:
Page 11

misuse by police.

The Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, Pramod Mahajan, has
already conveyed the Presi-
dent’s message convening the
joint sitting to the presiding of-

ion_on POTO

ficers of the two Houses. The
joint sitting will be chaired by
the presiding officer of the Lok
Sabha, in this instance P.M.
Sayeed, Deputy Speaker. The
Home Minister will move the
Bill and commend it to the
House, and there will be a de-
bate and voting at the end of
the day. Both sides of the politi-
cal divide will be gathering their
full forces. The Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes, has al-
ready postponed his visit to
Russia.

Since it will be free seating in
the Central Hall, where the joint
sitting will be held, voting will
be by slips mentioning the divi-
sion numbers of the MPs. This
is only the third time this Con-
stitutional provision enabling a
joint sitting to consider legisla-
tion is being used.

" In fact, the Congress MP, Ka-
pil Sibal, has argued that on the
previous occasions the joint sit-
ting only helped iron out minor

-differences related to amend-

ments and specific clauses in
the Dowry Prohibition Bill and
the Banking Services Commis-
sion (Repeal) Bill. The Constitu-
tional provision, he argued, was
not meant to be a device to “un-
dermine the authority of any
one House”. His charge was
that pushing through such leg-
islation, on which the polity
was divided,

could only create
further divisions ong the
people,
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HAVING SUFFERED AN em%arras‘i?mg defeat on
the floor of the Rajya Sabha over the passage of the
controversial Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance
Bill, the BJP-led Government has adopted its de-
clared fallback strategy — getting the Bill passed
in a special joint session of Parliament, which is
expected to be convened next week. With the ordi-

nance about to lapse, this may be (from the nar- -

row perspective of the Centre) the only way of
keeping the new terrorism law alive. But, in the
prevailing circumstances, the decision to convene
a joint session of Parliament to see the legislation
through is a truly unfortunate and regrettable
thing. It is deplorable that a piece of legislation on
a subject of vital importance to the whole nation
such as terrorism looks as if it will worm its way
into the statute books because the Government —
which, by and large, has been heedless of the Op-
position’s concerns — wants to play the numbers
game. Given the level of political acrimony that
POTO has engendered, given the widespread fears
of the possibility that such a law will be misused
and given the total lack of confidence that the
BJP-led Government will use this severe piece of
legislation in a fair and equitable manner, it is
only appropriate that any new terrorism law
should have been endorsed through political con-
sensus and not by merely marshalling — in the
wake of a defeat in the Upper House — the re-
quired parliamentary numbers.

True, the BJP-led Government’s right to con-
vene a joint session of Parliament under Article
108 cannot be formally or legally questioned. But
it has lost the moral right to use the constitu-
tionally-sanctioned provision of a joint parlia-
mentary session because of the very manner in
which POTO, right from the very inception, has
been thrust on an unconvinced Opposition and a
wary and apprehensive public. In the first place,
something as important as ageneral law on terror-
ism — particularly one with significant implica-
tions for basic human rights such as the right to

7/
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life, personal li H)erty and privac — should not
have been issued summarily by means of an ordi-
nance. Following the Governmerit's inability to
pass the Bill in the Lok Sabha, it tesorted to the
same emergency provision to promulgate POTO
once again (this time with some minor amend-
ments). In other words, when POTO is resurrected
in a joint session of Parliament next week, it will be
after a short, troubled and procedurally question-
able history which reflects the Government'’s dis-
inclination to forge a political consensus around a
new terrorism law.

The fact that joint sessions under Article 108
have been called twice before are not really ger-
mane in the present context. The first time (1961)
it had to do with a disagreement between the two
Houses over specific. amendments to the Dowry
Prohibition Bill. The second occasion (1977),
which followed the Rajya Sabha’s rejection of the
Banking Service Commission (Repeal) Bill that was
passed by the Lok Sabha, may have occurred in
formally similar circumstances. But the matter un-
der scrutiny was hardly commensurate in impor-
tance with a law such as POTO; moreover, it was
also relatively free of the bitterness and antag-
onism which has resulted in deep fissures in the
polity today. In a way, the defeat of the Bill in the
Rajya Sabha reflects an increased confidence in
the Opposition, which has resisted the mischie-
vous campaign that opposing POTO is, by default,
to be unpatriotic or soft and accommodating on
terrorism issues. The carnage in Gujarat, where
POTO was used against the cold-blooded perpe-
trators of Godhra but not even contemplated
against the communally charged up savages re-
sponsible for the ensuing bloodbath presents a
disquieting picture about how the law is conceived
and how it could end up being used. Given all of
this, while a joint session may marshal the re-
quired numbers, it will hardly mustgr what is really
required in the present circurpétances — trust,
credibility and good faith.

b nia Ll RU
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%OVT HOPES TO SALVAGE POTO AT JOINT SESSION

Terror Bill .
~ defeated in
‘Rajya Sabha

NEW DELHI, March. 21. — The Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance (Poto) was defeated in the
Rajya Sabha tonight with 113 members voting
against it and 98 members in favour. The Bill
moved by Mr LK Advani, along with a Congress-
sponsored statutory resolution disapproving Poto,
was put to vote at 10 p.m. after 27 members spoke
for and against it.

The government now plans
to convene a joint session of
Parliament on Tuesday to pass |
the legislation, called “draco
nian” by the Opposition. ;

The passage of the Bill had :
turned into a prestige fight for
both the government and Op- !
position. Members previously :
reported sick — such as Con-
gress leaders Mr Manmohan
Singh and Mr Ramnath

. Goenka — or those reportedly
out of station, including Mr .
Shatrughan Sinha of the BJP,
turned up to vote. But there !
were absentees from both sides.

The government could mus-
ter only 98 votes even with the Nationalist Congress
Party and the AIADMK voting for it. The
Opposition, with a strength of 137 members in the
Upper House, had 113 present and voting against.

Three members of the National Conference,
four of the BSP, and a lone MP of the Loktantrik
Congress stayed away. Sq did rebel Akali Dal MP
Mr Gurcharan Singh Tohra.

Parliamentary affairs minister Mr Pramod
Mabhajan later said the only surprise was that the

National Conference had not previously indicated
that they would stay away from vosing.

After the Ordinance was defeated, rural
development minister Mr Venkaiah Naidu said:
“The Opposition and the forces who are opposing
the law against terrorism can rejoice for the next
three or four days. The government is committed
to have the law ... and will get it approved by
Parliament at the earliest. An official
announcement about the convening of the joint
. session would be made soon.”
Replying to the Congress
resolution, Mr Advani said: “I
do not understand how a Bill

claiming to be champions of
civil rights had abused the NSA,

“The Bill aims to help fight
terrorism and give conviction
and a tool to security pers-
. onnel in dealing with difficult
situations. Amendments have
been made as suggested by the Nationalist
Congress Party. We wantéd the Congress to
suggest some more amendments ... but it never did
that,” he said.

The battlelines were, however, drawn much
earlier than that, and the Ordinance was fated to
be defeated today. The government now hopes the
Bill would be approved at the joint session on 26

March. This will be thg first parliamentary joint
session in 25 years.

-
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DRACONIAN PIECE OF LEGISLATION: CONGRESS

Safeguards against ‘misuse’

" of POTO, says Advani

NEW DELHI, MARCH 21. The Home
Minister, LK. Advani, today
strongly defended the promul-
gation of the Prevention of Ter-
rorism  Ordinance (POTO),
saying the existing laws were in-
adequate to fight growing ter-
rorism and assured that all
safeguards had been incorpo-
rated to prevent misuse of the
new measure.

Introducing the Prevention of
Terrorism Bill, 2002 in the Rajya
Sabha for consideration, amid
stiff opposition from the Con-
gress, the Home Minister said
India had been experiencing a
threat to its national security for
the past two decades. There was
not much debate at the time of
enactment of the TADA in 1985.
However, the POTO was sent to
the Law Commission for ap-
proval.

While observing that a demo-
cratic set-up did not need laws
of this nature, Mr. Advani
strongly objected to the Opposi-
tion charge that the Bill had
been introduced with some ul-
terior motives. “Please do not
attach any motives... Please do
not question the bona fides...”
Terrorism was posing a serious
threat to national security and
the existing legal framework
was inadequate to handle the
situation.

Describing the “misuse” of

Artlcle 352 (imposition on inter-
nal emergency in 1975) as the
“worst form of abuse (of the
Constitution) I have ever seen”,
Mr. Advani said there were ap-
prehensions that fundamental
rights could be suspended. “It
did happen. We were behind
bars... Journalists could not re-
port even Parliament.”

He said he did not expect the
Congress to oppose the legisla-
tion as such laws were already
in existence in Maharashtra and
Karnataka. “We had hoped that
they would not hesitate to pass
the law. It was a mistake in as-
sessment on our part.”

Initiating the debate, the se-
nior Congress leader, Arjun
Singh, charged the Government
with bringing in the legislation
with an eye on elections after
having failed to cash on the is-
sue of Ramjanmahhoomi. How-

POTO Bill
defeated

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!I, MARCH 21. The con-
troversial POTO Bill was defeat-
ed late this evening in the Rajya
Sabha, and now it will be placed
before a joint sitting of both the
Houses.

ever, the people had rejected
the Government’s move as was
evident in the recent Assembly
elections.

Through their verdict the
people had already rejected the
POTO, he added. “POTO was
born out of that assessment
which did not help you... POTO
has been abandoned.” He de-
manded to know from the
Home Minister why even after
the Government knew about
the impending terrorist attack
on Parliament on December 13,
it did not take any steps to pre-
vent it as the name of the Bill
suggested — Prevention of Ter-
rorism Ordinance. He ques-
tioned the basic purpose of
bringing in the Bill, saying its
purpose “was change of strategy
to use it for political influence”.

Mr. Singh said the “air of in-
nocence” which the Home Min-
ister wanted to create around
himself on the issue would fall
off by itself and need not be
“pierced”. If the law was passed,
it would be “open to the same
exploitation and misuse”.

Earlier, the Congress mem-
ber, Kapil Sibal, described it as a
“draconian piece of legislation”
that could be misused against
the citizens. “POTO is a weapon
which can be used selectively
for jingoism in the country,” he
said while moving a statutory

“of the doub

/

HO
resolution asking the House to
disapprove the Preveption of

promulgated by the
on December 30 last.

“We tried to enter into a dia- |

logue with the Government on
the issue, but unfortunately the
Government did not cooper-
ate,” he said. The law even in
the hands of an ordinary police
officer could make “victims” out
of ordinary citizens.

Ram Jethmalani (Independ-
ent) referred to the time when
sitting in the Opposition bench-

es in the House he had mount- ;
ed a vitriolic and passionate |

attack against the continuance

of TADA. Because of this every-

one now assumed that he would

as vigorously oppose POTO. In :

this context, the former Union !

Minister for Law, Justice and '

Company Affairs sought to clear
a few ambiguities with regard to
the proposed legislation.

“It is true that TADA was mis-
used against minorities, but all
innocent laws are capable of be-
ing misused and this is no rea-
son why they should not be on
the statute books.” Respecting
the apprehensions of those who
felt that POTO was another
shape of TADA or even “a worst
disaster”, he said eyery Govern-
ment must be giyen the benefit

UNL




hing POTO .

Given the political agithmetic in the Lower House, no one really
expected the Oppositiof to prevent the passing of the controversial
POTO (Prevention of Teryorism Ordinance) in the Lok Sabha. The best
hope was that the eventual passage of the draconian measure would be
preceded by a non-partisan debate on its evident dangers. In the event,
even this modest expectation was belied. Apart from the tokenism of a
walk-out and a division, the Opposition — principally the Congress —
betrayed a serious lack of intent in holding the government accountable
on a piece of legislation with far-reaching implications for our civil
liberties and secular polity. This was reflected as much in the final score
line — with barely 148 members voting against the ordinance, when the
combined opposition strength in the House is well over 200 — as in the
fact that nearly 30 Congressmen casually absented themselves during
the crucial vote. If the Opposition was, one hopes by default rather than
design, bending over backwards to make it easy for the treasury benches,
then who could blame the government for its complacency on the issue?
Nowhere was this more self-evident than the manner in which home
minister L K Advani set out the government’s case for the ordinance. In
a brief reply, Mr Advani made light of Opposition fears and blithely
reassured the House that POTO would not be allowed to be misused in
the manner of its earlier avatars, notably the infamous TADA. And this
in the face of extraordinarily clear evidence to the contrary.

Less than 48 hours after POTO found favour with the Lok Sabha,
came reports that the ordinance had been selectively and widely
invoked against members of a particular community in Gujarat,
specifically those involved in the Godhra incident, the perpetrators of
the carnage that followed only attracted the provisions of ordinary
criminal law. In Bhubaneshwar, the VHP hoodlums who stormed and
ransacked the state assembly building over the weekend are unlikely to
face any charges under the new-fangled legislation, while lesser offences
committed by others might invite the full wrath of the state. As the home
minister himself admitted in the House, an earlier anti-terror legislation
had been widely used against farmers agitating about economic
grievances in his home state of Gujarat. So where does the Opposition
go from here? In the immediate analysis, it has the opportunity to get its

* act together when the ordinance comes up for ratification in the Upper

House where the numbers are weighted against the government. While
this shouid help the Opposition project its case better, it appears uniikely
to block the legislation. For one, a number of smaller parliamentary
parties, including the Nationalist Congress, the Trinamul and the
Bahujan Samaj Party, have already indicated that they might, if not
support, at least abstain from voting on Thursday, thus helping the
treasury benches carry the day. For another, the Congress seems
increasingly unsure about the political fall-out of a blanket opposition.
At the very least, it does not want to risk being seen as “anti-national” —
a charge made frequently and aggressively by Mr Advani and others
against the opponents of POTO. In any event, should it fail to get the nod

of the Rajya Sabha, the government retains the option shing
through the ordinance at a joint session of Parliament. /DU
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CONGRESS, BJP ISSUE WHIP

e
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9% By Our Special
Correspondent
NEW DELHI, MARCH 20. Political
parties on both sides of the di-
vide are mobilising their forces
for a show of strength in the
Rajya Sabha tomorrow when
the Bill on the Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance will be
taken up for consideration and
passing.

The Congress has made
known that it will press for a
division and that it will make
every effort to defeat the “anti-
democratic and draconian” leg-
islation in the Rajya Sabha even
if it means a joint session of
Parliament in which the trea-
sury benches can have their
way. The party strongly coun-
tered the propaganda and
“whispering campaign” by the
BJP that it was not serious
about voting against POTO. The
Congress had voted against it in
the Lok Sabha and would do so
again tomorrow in the Rajya
Sabha, its leaders emphasised.

However, although Opposi-
tion parties together have an
upper hand in the Upper
House, with the AIADMK decid-
ing to voteAn favour of the Bill
and t ahujan Samaj Party

likely to abstain (as it did in the
Lok Sabha), the Opposition
strength has dwindled. The Na-
tionalist Congress Party may
vote in favour of POTO. The fi-
nal vote difference between the
two sides may be much smaller
than the earlier estimate of 20
to 25 made by the Government.

The Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, Pramod Mahajan, has
asked all NDA allies to ensure
full attendance of its members
in the Rajya Sabha tomorrow.
The BJP itself has issued a whip
to all its MPs to be present and
vote in favour of the legislation
which, the party says, is the an-
swer to the menace of
terrorism.

The Congress has asked
some of its MPs who are now
hospitalised in different parts of
the country to try and come for
the crucial vote tomorrow. R.P.
Goenka, its member now in a
Kolkata hospital, has been con-
tacted, so has been Bimba Rai-
kar, admitted to a hospital in
Bangalore. Manmohan Singh,
Leader of the Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, down with hepati-

tis, has aJso been asked to at-
tend tife House tomorrow.
“OnlyA few members for whom

- \

Parties brace for
. POTO battle”,,

excused,” a party\leaders said, '
pointing out that qne member
was abroad getting his son
treated in a hospital, and some
MPs were away as part of a par-
liamentary delegation.

The BjP, the Congress and
other parties want to undo what
happened in the Lok Sabha
when there were many absen-
tees on both sides, more among
Opposition parties, when POTO
was adopted by a majority of
116 votes on March 18.

‘It may send wrong
signals’

The Parliamentary Party
spokesman, Vijay Kumar Mal-
hotra, said there was a global
campaign against terrorism and
India, which was the most af-
fected by this menace, should
show the resolve to fight it. “If a
joint session is convened, a
message goes all over that all |
the people of the country are

not united to root out
terrorism.”

Pointing out that similar an-
ti-terrorism  legislation had

been passed by many countries
unanimously, he said it was ex-
pected of the Opposition par-

ties to extend full su rt to
such legislation. i
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/ I:gnel not for over-reliance
Y. on Russia for arms

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 20. While ex-
pressing “partial satisfaction”
regarding purchase of defence
equipment from Russia, the
Standing Committee on De-
fence has suggested the floating
of global tenders to enable the
emergence of competitive pric-
es. This approach may prove
advantageous particularly in
the purchase of state-of-the-art
equipment, observes the com-
mittee in its 15th report tabled
in Lok Sabha today.

The panel said that with the
disintegration of the Soviet
Union, India could not depend
totally on Russia for the supply
of equipment and spares at rea-
sonable rates. As “friendship
rates” were no longer available
from Russia, global tenders
should be floated for all pur-
chases of equipment and no ad-

vance payment made for any

future acquisition.

The recommendations come
days before the Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes, is due to
visit Russia to finalise equip-
ment purchases. India is inter-
ested in certain hardware such
as nuclear submarines for
which Russia is interested in ad-
vance payment. Moreover, with
the lifting of sanctions and the
change in the global environ-
ment after September 11, west-
ern arms companies are
soliciting the Indian defence es-
tablishment and would like to
displace Russia as the premier
supplier of defence equipment.

In its reply, the Defence Min-
istry defended the reliance on
Russia. Its contentions were
partially upheld by the Parlia-
mentary Committee. The Min-
istry said that after the break-up
of the Soviet Union, defence
purchases were carried out on
commercial terms that include

no-1 |
N\%

payment in hard cyrrency and
making advance payments “as
is the case with purchase of de-
fence equipment of western
origin”.

The Ministry informed the
committee that dependence on
Russia wopdd continue as a re- |
sult of considerable reliance on
that country’s equipment in the |
past. Besides, it continued to of-
fer state-of-the-art equipmen
which was often denied by tHe
western countries. Moreover, in
time of crisis, such as during the
Kargil war, Russia was “over-
whelmingly forthcoming” in
meeting India’s immediate re- |
quirements. It was also argued
that Russia’s military capacity
had been largely preserved. Ef-
forts were being made in the di-
rection of joint development
and production of defence,
equipment with Russia as op-

posed to a Dbuyer-ller
relationship.
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Joint session likely

for Poto p
L

THE GOVERNMENT has tenta-
tively slotted a joint session of
the two Houses of Parliament on
March 26 to seek Poto’s passage
if the draft legislation is rejected
by the Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

The Bill, already passed by the
Lok Sabha, can be placed before
a joint session — to be convened
by the President — only if the
Upper House rejects it.

The ruling coalition has 98
members (minus AIADMK and
NCP) against the Opposition’s es-
timated tally of 137 in the Rajya
Sabha. But the NDA has an ad-
vantage if the combined sirength
of the two Houses is considered.
NDA partners (including the Tri-
namool and the TDP) add up to
407, with the ATADMK (17) and
the NCP (9) contributing another
26. The two parties had voted for
Poto in the Lower House. In con-
trast, the non-NDA parties ac-
count for about 349 members.

After making some efforts to
persuade floor leaders not to
block the Bill in the Rajya Sabha,
the Treasury Benches have rec-
onciled to the idea that it may get
defeated in the Upper House.

Though the Opposition hopes
to round up its MPs for the vot-
ing, there is a slight sense of
wariness. This is largely because
of apprehensions that over a
dozen MPs who have been denied
renomination in the current
round of biennial elections to the
Upper House could vote against
the party line. Then there are in-
stances like CPI-M member Bha-
rati Ray going abroad on a par-
liamentary delegation or the
death of Dayanand Sahay, an In-
dependent, who was expected to
vote against Poto.

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 19
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SONIA GANDHI

In recent months, the Opposi-
tion scored a double victory
when it got the Rajya Sabha to
nail down the Government on
Balco and Ayodhya.

Angered by reports that a sec-
tion of the Opposition may help
the Government pass Poto in the
Upper House, Congress chief So-
nia Gandhi has reportedly in-
structed her party leaders to en-
sure maximum participation of
the party’s MPs in the House to
defeat the Bill.

A joint session is convened
when a Bill is defeated by one of
the two Houses and the Govern-
ment requests the President to
call for such a sitting. During the
session, only two days’ notice is
required. The sitting, held in the
Central Hall, is presided by the
Speaker and in his absence, the
Deputy Speaker — as will hap-
pen in this case. Two rostrums
will be set up for the Bill’s oppo-
nents and supporters.

Such a sitting has been held
only twice. The first was on May 6
and 9, 1961, when the Dowry Pro-
hibition Bill 1959 was passed. The
two Houses got together again to
pass the Banking Commission

(Repeal) Law on May 18, 1978/

(HE HINDUSTAN 1 mec>
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Poto

NEW DELHI, March 18. — It was a
victory of sorts for the government
when the Bill on Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance, introduced in
amended form, was today passed by
the Lok Sabha despite the Trinamul
Congress and -the BSP abstaining
from voting. The Bill was passed by a
voice vote.

The Opposition led by the Con-
gress staged a walkout when the Bill
was put to voting.

passed in

S~ Pehrts § veliorel D

if the “Trinamul and the TDP oppose.
the Bill in the joint session, it is likely
to be defeated.

The BJP spokesman, Mr VK Mal- .
hotra, said that the government had

already incorporated  major
amendments in Poto to make it ac-
ceptable.

Mr Malhotra said the government
did not wish to go on promulgating
ordinances on Poto and parliamenta-
ry approval was a must.

He ruled out the need to invoke
Poto against the VHP and Bajrang

Dal activists who

They perhaps real- o stormed the Orissa
ised that their : House recently.
numbers were not C The Tnnan;utlh : “Poto cannot be
enough to defeat onqaress an © - applied to inci-
the Bill though B g f dents like breaking .
some NDA allies SP ﬂbstafned rom  glass 13 lg‘;)vern-"
abstained. ment buildings,”
The home min- VQtan and the Mr Malhotra-
ister, Mr LK Ad- pos n added. e
vani, assured the Qp ltlo ’ed by The law is for
House that the the Congfess terrorists and not
government had = walked out for those who vio-

taken enough safe-
guards to.see to'it
that the provisions
of the Bill were not used against inno-
cent people by the police. Poto was
repromulgated after amendments by
the President.

The Bill, however, may not become
an Act if it is rejected by the Rajya
Sabha, chances of which are strong as
the Opposition is unanimous in its
objection.

The NDA does not have a majority
in the Rajya Sabha to get the
Bill passed.

Sensing the fate of the Bill in the

er Housé, the government indi-
cated ¢ might convene a joint
session of Parliament in case the Bill
was defeated in the Rajya Sabha. But

late the law and
order, he asserted,
while pointing out
that the VHP had distanced itself
from the incident.

In the Lok Sabha, the Congress '
the CPI-M and the Samajwadi Party
opposed the Bill on the ground that it-
went against the basic right of indi-|
vidual freedom. f

The government defended the Bill
saying it was needed to meet!
new challenges from terrorists and;
their accomplices operating in the;
country.

The’ DMK and the AIADMK,‘
though critical of the Bill, favoured it!

. on the condition that it would not be.

abused against anyone on ghe ground
of religion or caste.

{ﬁﬁln‘l'w



Shore up Defences
Think Big on Strategic Dimensions

(\,\0

HE annual defence expendi-

ture (DE) for the financial
year 2002-03 has been budgeted at
Rs 65,000 crore. This marks an
increase of Rs 8,000 crore from the
last year for only Rs 57,000 crore
had been actually spent against a
budgetary provision of Rs 62,000
crore. In other words, Rs 5,000
crore were returned as unspent and
it merits recall that this is the
second year running that money is
being returned — last year the
amount was Rs 4,126 crore. The
inability to spend funds allocated is
reflective of the procedural
constraints that now obtain and
this is an area that needs to be
redressed with urgency. With the
military currently re-deployed on
the Line of Control and also called
out in Gujarat, certain fundamen-
tals need to be reviewed. But
before detailing the Indian
experience, an overview of the US
example may be instructive.

In February this year, the US an-
nounced its defence budget for the
forthcoming year and the centrality
of terrorism and 9/11 needs little
reiteration. The contrast with India
is striking. The US defence outlay is
to be increased by a staggering
$48 billion — that will take it to
$379 billion. A steady increase has
been planned so that the defence
tab peaks at $451 billion in 2007.
Thus the increase of $48 billion is
greater than the defence budget of
the second largest spender, Japan,
which spends $ 46 billion. India
incidentally spends under the
equivalent of $13.5 billion annually
— about 2.5 per cent of the GDP
on defence.

Depending on the perspective
one wishes to adopt, the Indian DE
can be condemned for being too
large (the guns versus schools argu-
ment), or for the fact that it is too
little (stagnation and obsolescence
of a one million plus military).
However, over the years there is a
sense of deja vu about the DE —
‘been there, seen it’ kind of feeling
as regards the inflexibility that has
crept into the annual budgetary ex-
ercise. The standing costs of main-
taining a military of under 12 lakh
personnel (the army is the most
manpower intensive and has over a
million troops) leads to a recurring
expenditure that accounts for
almost 70 per cent of the total DE.

Thus only 30 per cent is available
for the modernisation of the exist-
ing inventory or acquiring fresh
and technologically relevant plat-
forms. The inflexibility is further

O«

By C UDAY BHASKAR

compounded when we note that
the army, the lead service in num-
bers, which receives 55 per cent of
the total DE has to spend as much
as 82 per cent of its total allocation
on standing costs and has a meagre
18 per cent for modernisation and
acquisition. The other two services
have a different pattern but their
relatively smaller size and
fiscal outlay inhibits their ability to
alter the leitmotif of the Indian DE
— stasis and inflexibility.

‘What merits scrutiny and spirit-
ed debate is the strategic underpin-
ning of the country’s DE and here
some questions need to be interro-
gated candidly. Four aspects war-
rant mention. At the macro level,
the Indian DE is still perceived as
part of non-plan expenditure and is
clubbed with interest payments,
major subsidies, grants, pensions et
al. This classification was made
when the centrally planned

== IN BRIEF ——

® With a large proportion of the
defence expenditure going on
recurring costs, very little is left
for modernisation

® Retired defence personnel
must be utilised for national
development

@ There must be a definitive
orientation towards tackling
terrorism

command economy was divided
into development equals plan
effort and all others as non-plan.

However, the implicit semantic
suggestion is that this sector is a
burden on the exchequer but
inevitable like interest payments
and such like. Thus the need to
bridge the defence-development
divide must begin from the seman-
tics of policy and many experts
have been urging such a change
for years but in vain.

The second strategic determi-
nant is the reality that a huge gene
pool of manpower from the
defence outlay is being abandoned
to fend for itself post-retirement.
Most military personnel retire after
15 to 20 years service and are enti-
tled to a pension for life. The cur-
rent defence pension bill is under
Rs 11,000 crore and will increase
progressively as the pensioners in-
crease. Various schemes have been
mooted to absorb the approxi-
mately 60-70,000 service personnel
who retire annually so that their
experience and expertise can be

\B\ Y

harnesged to nurture the overall
nationg]l development effort. But
they hawe been rejected for the
harsh reality is that neither state
nor society seems to be ready to
evolve a synergistic strategy that
has two tangible long-term benefits
— reducing the pension bill and
harnessing a trained gene pool in
the larger development effort
(education, health, infrastructure
and so on) that will ultimately
determine India’s overall security.

The third element is the inflexi-
ble accretion of single service capa-
bilities that do not appear to be un-
derpinned by an astute compre-
hension of the politico-military
objectives of the state. For instance,
India has been grappling with
state-sponsored terrorism and low-
intensity conflict for 15 years but it
took a Kargil war and the attack of
December 13 to catalyse the entire
system. The contrast with the US
example warrants notice. The Pen-
tagon had to confront terrorism as
a challenge only post-9/11 and the
strategic underpinning at the budg-
etary level is already manifest. The
US defence outlay is huge by any
standard but the comparisons are
not quantitative. What is germane
is that the US security establish-
ment has come up with a definitive
orientation and policy objectives to
the budget exercise within six
months of 9/11 and this is clearly
discernible in the various budget-
ary allocations that have been
made in individual services all the
way up to 2007.

Which brings one to the final
point of strategic underpinning —
what does India want to do with its
undoubtedly professional military
machine in the near future?
Defence of the nation and protec-
tion of territorial integrity are
inherent but there must be a higher
level of politico-military co-rela-
tion and here the need to “strate-
gise” is urgent. By current stan-
dards, the Indian DE will be in the
order of Rs 500,000 crore over the
next five years — or about $100
billion. This is not an immodest
amount and the entire defence and
military machine must have a clear
strategy about the kind of capabili-
ties the country needs to acquire
that will enable it effectively to deal
with challenges that range from
weapons of mass destruction at one
end to terrorism at the other. The
challenge is to think big and think
clearly so that comprehensive
national security is enhanced.
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March 17. — There is a
widespread view that the
decision to deploy froops
along the Indo-Pak border has
reached a stalemate.

The foreign ministry feels
full-scale deployment needs to
be continued. The armed
forces, however, feel that,
other than some diplomatic
benefits, nothing much has
been achieved and India needs
face-saving ways to try and get
out of the impasse.

Three months after the
attack on the Parliament and
around ten weeks since India
deployed troops in offensive
positions, the foreign ministry
cites “the slow throttling of
Pakistan’s economy resulting
from deployment, as a major
gain”. Facing a cash crunch,
available funding for state-
sponsored  militancy  has
reduced; what percolates
down to militants is definitely
less, the ministry says.

Diplomatically, no. country
has denounced India or said it
needs to desist, a senior
official said. There has been
sympathy for India’s point of
view, post 13 Dgcember , that
no sovereign .country could
afford to be bled by terrorism.

Although there appear to
have been no tangible results,
either in terms of decreased
infiltration (what little has
lessened . is seen ‘as more
seasonal, to do with snowfall
in the passes) or militancy or
on the list of 20 wanted
terrorists, officials talk of
certain US assurances that

Turn to pa.ge 6

b

“Deployment:
(Contmued from%e 1 a

some action on the %rou «
would be visible by June.

After June the monsoon se
in and that would be a bad fo
troops, with the danger o
shifting mines.

The armed forces have
received some “positive bits of
information”, as yet not quant-
ified, but individually adding up;
Pakistan - army irregulars are
being disbanded, forcing the

* regular Pak army to take their
place, thus spreading itself thi-
nner; and the Islamisation of the

. Pak armed forces is lessening
(with General Pervez Mush-
arraf’s resolve), which, if true,

- would benefit the Indian troops.

Armed forces, however, ques-
tion how long the high alert can
be sustained. How is troop
morale to be sustained without
any real action? Local comm-
anders have now been given
discretion to allow leave for

. jawans. Also, having deployed
all along the border and not just
in militancy prone regions, India
has spread itself too thin to
realistically prevent infiltration.
The real test, a senior military
officials said, will be around
April after the snows melt.

Militarily, the scope for a
short strike with tangible gains
is not available anymore,
because Pakistani troops have
been allowed to get too well
entrenched.

Compensating farmers for
use of their land for military
uses (mostly mining the fields —
this has become a crucial issue
in the Sriganganagar sector in
Rajasthan and in Jammu) has

become a serious concern, even

. raised to the standing comm-
ittee on defence.

No one is seriously consi-

. dering withdrawal, before mid

summer at. the soonest, though
senior officials, citing the Turkey
-Syria stand-off of 1997, lament
that India does not appear to
have the stamina for a long haul.

e STATESUAL

18 MAA

2



-

-uado

9} Ul Padojs sem UORIUNUIWE Ou 8}

2INSuUs pnom pue sjueplooe jsurede

sjodep o) pren3ojes 0} SIBOA Mo] IXou

aY[} Ul 21010 QQQ‘E SY pueds 03 Suruusid
ST 813Us)) 9Y} jely} poppe Jojstulur 9y,

-asoduand

3y} J0J dI0I0 (OQG §Y pouolPues pey Iy

‘sjodop 9saY} JO SOULUIBJUTBIL U0 IBT[.IBS
juads oxem 2100 QZT SY A[U0 O[IYM

‘ ‘sprezey 95e10)s 0} anp Afesre]

arem osoy) pres oy ‘sjodep uopUTI
-ure ul saJy juenbayy oy} ynoqe pesy

‘310d0a s @9TWMIOD SUT

-1erjodou aorad oY)} PoATadal 04 Jou pry

oY Ppres JoISTUTM oY) ‘}JJeldire YMBI
ysnug oy jo aseyoind 9y} jnoqy

"pesI[NUN paurewal pey

Jo Jue 1od (g JSOWE J8Y) pajIwpeE pey
9 "SeolAIS 91} 10] siapio Aue Bureld
jou £q oy8s Lerd, 03 AnsUIW SOUJIP
8} Ul S[EIOLyO ,padIoy, pey ‘399wl I
® 9B A[juesed pouorjuawi ay‘aqoad ay,
‘morrouro} Surpua xeak

[evueuy sy} Suump oJ010 ooom sy

4

N\

aanjrpuadxo Tejrded 10y UoOneOO[[e Oy} -

vwhmwno.ﬁzm pey Ansturw sy pres oy~

‘amjrpuedxe req1ded 10j pajedolfe spuny
ayj 9sTmn 03 ANSIUIU 80UdJP 9YY JO
aanjrej jusnbosuod oy} pus aqoid ey[ey
-8], @Y} Inoqe sswanb 09 Surpuodsey
«Yoeq 1y8noy sfeme
9ARY 9\ "IBM B PIBYIUL JoAsU SBY] BIp
-uj esneoeq uorydediad jey} adeys jou
op oM, ‘pres sepuBuIoy] J ‘yuesaad
7e N0 Po[nd 9q 30U PTNod Jem YeJ-0p

—________  -uj ue jey} uony
SIPUDUL IW  _dooxed s ¥]D) oY}

jnoqe  paysy
« ATTYSEY]
pue nwwep

0} 9InoI HsueI}
® sB uejsmyed e
Burqoo] aae Koy
18y} sAeljeq 03
suoseaa Ygnouo
ale alay]' uels
-IBJ 0JUT PoAOW
7l eaBy wuAW ®P
71 -Ie-[y pue ueq
-11e [, 184} sjaodax
\ \\ w>m£ omﬁw aM,,

N

-erpuy ur oexds
Sunry, e uo 3UIGS oIoM SISLIOLIY)
poseq-UejsIy8d UeyM j0u pue S¥[e} 10J
axaydsourye uB st 81973, UaYm A[UO Y8}
p[moo uejsnyed pue eIpu] jei} pappe
9} '9I9Y} UOISUI) OU SEM 9191} Y3noy3
U2AD 19pJoq 3y} Je  Upije[esosa-ap Aue jo
uorsenb ou, sBM 9I0Y) pPuB 2AnBIOU,
u9eq pey spuewep Serpuj o} osuods
-a1 sueispied pIBsS sopusvuded JIN
‘AuremseuysLry] § [BYsIey
Jory)) 11y 0 183d0dT[Y JYSIT paduBApY
9y} SuueArep Joye L[ojeTpewiwul SId
-110dex 0} Sunyeads sesm Io)STUTW 9YJ,
"pres sopuBwIo I ‘TY[O( MIN
4q 1 0} papruqns Qg jo 981 oYy Suowre
wodj AJI[eUOI}BU UBIPU] JO SISLIOLISY}
9y} I9A0 puey Os[8 prhoys uslsyed
"£8po) pTes SOPUBUIYJ 95109
JN 199SIUTW 9JUSJOpP ‘WSLICLIe} Jop
-10q SS0J9 SUTPU9 I0] PUBWIIP oY} joul
uejsnyed [} ¥o8q paqnd oq jou prnom
J9pioq YeJ-opul oy} uo sdoor} ue
-Ipu] 94, — ‘08 PBNW ‘THOTVONVL

% 191A43S SMIN NVWSILVLS

nojyn 0} ou 331091

uoneu 01 adAroloid J81doayaH 1ybi pasuenpy $81edIpap id1SIUIW 83ua)a(]

*SOLIJUNO0) J9Yj0 0} soxeds
8y} SUneNIBW J0J DUBIBI[O
3998 0S[8 p[NOMm 3y pIBs 193
~-STUTW JY], ‘AUTeMSBUYSLIS] S
[eYSIBIN JOIYD) Ty 0 ‘vansyq
‘regdootoly  JySry peouea
-py podo[essp pue poulis
-op Asnouedipur 184y oY)
SuLIoATep o[lym SopuBWIo]
I £q Aepo} paje)s s8Mm ST,

Juewrdmbae souajop
porjddns uwerssny jo adueu
-ajurew Suplaogd JoJ pesn aq
0s[e P[noM ‘pAIT] solneu
-0Joy uelsnpuiyg oy Aq dn
398 9q 03 A[oYI] ‘saljI[oE] Y,
A1punod ey} wogy jydnoq
10 poAradal juswrdmbe eouaj
-op 10} seteds Suronpoxd eIp
-uf ur dn 398 8q pNOM SOT[ID
-8] Yorym Jepun [esodoad e
8sI[BUY 0} YJUOW JXOU A[I8d
BIssny {Isla [[l4 S9puBlIa
afaoey) aIA 1eySTUIM BdUdJo(]
— 08 PIEW ‘HIOTVONVE

JOIAYIS SMIN NVINSILYIS
Jiuour 3xau
din erssny

e

4 HINDU

31 NAR 2002



Ten killed 1n,

shootout at
Jammu temp e
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HT Correspondents
Jammu, March 30

AT LEAST 10 people, including
four policemen, were killed and
21 injured when three militants
attacked the Raghunath Temple
in the heart of Jammu this
morning, hurling grenades at
the entrance and firing indis-
criminately. Two of the militants
were gunned down in a fierce en-
counter while the third is be-
lieved to be hiding in the temple
complex.

Though police could neither
disclose the sequence of events
nor identify the group, the Is-
lamic Front claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack. A spokesman
for the group declared that it
“marked the beginning of at-
tacks the group has planned to
avenge the maltreatment and ha-
rassment of Muslims in India”.
Police, however, maintained that
the attack was targeted at the po-
licemen, not the temple.

The militants hurled grenades
and sprayed bullets at Raghu-
nath Bazar around 10.20 am as
they broke into a run towards
the temple. Constable Nirmal
Prakash of 136 CRPF Battalion
said: “When I saw them heading
for the temple, I cocked my rifle
and fired at one of them. He died
on the spot.”

Another terrorist shot dead
two Special Security Bureau
(SSB) personnel and a Jammu
and Kashmir policeman before
entering the complex as the se-
curitymen could not close the
huge temple gates in time. The
terrorist then opened fire at the
temple complex.

A Shri Vaishno Devi pilgrim,
Ratna Devi, was the first victim
of the shootout. The militant
broke into Guru Treta Dev tem-
ple within the complex and or-
dered the priest out. Finding
himself surrounded by security
personnel, he blew himself up,

9.9 &
| 10 DAYS OF TERROR |

® March 21-23: Two killed, 53 injured in
serial blasts

o March 24: Police air suspicion of
Taliban infiltration as deaths
continue

® March 26: Yasin Malik arrested

o March 27-28: Militants capture
mosque in Badgam, siege
ends next day

® March 29: insurgency, encounters
leave {6 dead

® March 30: Temple attacked, 10 killed

shattering the glass wall of the
temple. Two AK-47 rifles and six
grenades were found on him.

At the end of the two-hour en-
counter, torn bodies, streaks of
blood and human flesh lay scat-
tered around the temple com-
plex. The incident sent shock-
waves across the region and pro-
voked widespread protests. An-
gry protesters set ablaze a car be-
lieved to have been used by the
militants.

Jammu was tense with shop-
keepers downing their shutters.
The authorities fear the attack
may trigger communal tension
in the city A general alert has
been sounded in the region. The
Jammu and Kashmir Panthers
Party has called for a Jammu
bandh tomorrow.

Chief Minister Farooq Abdul-
lah will arrive here from Srina-
gar. He is likely to visit the tem-
ple and hold a meeting of senior
police and civil officials. Minis-
ter of State for External Affairs
Omar Abdullah condemned the
attack on the temple, saying it
was aimed at whipping up com-
munal frenzy and asking the
people not to fall into the trap.

Jammu and Kashmir Free-
dom Party president Sabir Ah-
mad Shah said the strike was a
“painful act”.
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/ﬂndlan naval shlps/n

I goodwill visit’ o the Gulf

DUBAI, MARCH 30. India’s sole aircraft carrier INS
Viraat is leading a fleet of naval ships on a good-
will visit to the Gulf as an extension of the coun-
try’s military diplomacy.

INS Viraat, accompanied by INS Shakti, a re-
plenishment tanker, will dock at Mina Zayed
(Port Zayed) in the UAE Capital, Abu 1»habi, to-
day.

The two vessels will be joined by INS Mysore
and INS Godavari which have already visited the
Jubail commercial port in Saudi Arabia. INS Vi-
raat is under the command of J.S. Bedi, Com-
mander of the Indian Navy's Western Command.

In Saudi Arabia, the Indian Ambassador, Tal- *

miz Ahmad, accompanied by A.R. Radhakrishnan
commanding INS Mysore and C.G.S. Khan com-
manding INS Godavari, called on the Emir of Ju-
bail, Abdul Mohisin Al Atiashan.

The two sides conducted exercises on Thurs-
day marked by cross helicopter landing manoeu-

es and flag-hosting drills. The INS Viraat
visiting UAE was originally HMS Hermes, first
commissioned in the Royal British Navy on No-
vember 18, 1959. India purchased the vessel in
1986 and refitted it, making it serviceable for 10
years. It was formally commissioned in the Indi-
an Navy on May 20, 1987.

The 28,700 tonne aircraft carrier got a fresh
lease of life, returning to service in June2001. It is
fitted with sophisticated weaponry including
“Barak” — an Israeli-made fully automatic anti-
missile defence system.

New Delhi is now purchasmg “Admiral of the
Fleet Gorshkov”, formerly known as “Baku”,
from the Russian Navy.

INS Viraat has a complement of 1,350 sailors,
including 143 officers with the air group. The ves-
sel has conducted manoeuvres in the recent past
with the naval forces of Iran, Kuwait, Oman, Sau-
di Arabia and the UAE. — PTI
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“iSIMI planned to blow
up w[Lowrna)h ?{/I\ e’

C?.,O‘b W ‘
JALGAON, MARCH 29, An acftvistlof

the banned Students Islam
Movement of India (SIMI) fro
Bihar had planned to blow u
the Howrah bridge in Kolkata, a
senior police official said.

“It was revealed during inter-
rogation that Hasib Raja, one of
the prime members of the SI-
MP’s central advisory commit-
tee, was the brain behind the
operation,” the city police chief,

Kulvant Kumar, said. Raja was
arrested on March 18 in Kolkata
by a special police squad and
500 gms of RDX was seized from
him.

It was with this RDX that Raja
planned to blow up the Howrah
bridge but his plan was foiled,
Mr. Kumar said.

Raja was remanded to police
custody by a local court till
March 30. _ PTI
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“" For the Greater Good
is a Necessary Evil
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THE passage of the Prevention
of Terrorism Act (POTA) was a
foregone conclusion with the
convening of both houses of
Parliament. Now, with this drastic
weapon in the armoury of the
security agencies, intelligence gath-
ering will get a boost since it is easy
to pick up a suspect for questioning

on the slightest pretext.

There is definitely a sound basis
for apprehension that certain
groups may be targeted by using
this repressive law. Repressive laws
are those Acts or ordinances which
undermine the fundamental rights
of the citizen. By any reckoning,
these laws should be held infructu-
ous at least to the extent that they
violate fundamental rights.

It is in this context that the legal
maxim coined by Jeremy Bentham,
a 19th century legal philosopher, is
worth examining. He said that any
law must have the good of the
majority at its core for it to be
effective. This was what came to
be known as the principle of
utilitarianism.

Hence, the good of the state is of
paramount importance and over-
rides all other considerations.
POTA fulfils the ingredients of
utilitarianism  propounded by
Bentham. For, without this law, se-
curity agencies found it arduous to
gather evidence to either convict a
suspect or at least secure custodial
interrogation from the courts.

Absolute freedom can be abused
and when this is done, the state
loses its paramountcy to the
individual. In any case, the individ-
ual needs the support system and
security provided by the state for
development. If the state is
subjugated to individual vagaries,
the Indian Union may go the way of
the former Soviet Union which
finally withered away, but not as
Karl Marx envisaged.

However, although necessary,
these repressive laws need to be en-
acted for only a specific time period
and for a specific purpose. And
once this objective has been
achieved, these laws should lapse.
For the fundamental rights guaran-
teed to individuals in Part III of the
Constitution must not be devalued.

The judiciary upheld the validity
of some of these repressive laws on
the assumption that the good of the
majority is supreme. For with rare
exceptions, the Indian judiciary
today is conformist and judge-
made law which amplifies or
narrows statutory law is infrequent.
For judicial giants like Justice
M C Chagla and Justice M Hidaya-
tullah appear at rare intervals.

Consequently, it appears that

By OLAV ALBUQUERQUE

such acts as the Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities (Prevention)
Act (TADA) which lapsed in 1995,
Conservation of Foreign Exchange
and Prevention of Smuggling Ac-
tivities Act (COFEPOSA), Mainte-
nance of Internal Security Act
MISA), National Security Act
NSA), Prevention of Terrorism
Act (POTA) and Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA) were necessary evils
although they infringed on the
citizen’s fundamental rights.

It was on this reasoning that
TADA was enacted. It assumed
that a suspect was guiity and put the
onus on him to prove his innocence.
Experience showed that it was
misused by the police and so it was
scrapped in 1995. But since organ-
ised crime continued to rise in
Mumbai, MCOCA was passed. It
was drafted by an Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) officer who saw the
courts acquitting criminals while
their victims agonised. He gave

IN BRIEF

* | aws like POTA are needed
temporarity

¢ The survival of the state is of
paramount importance

* The US has five anti-terrorism
laws which infringe on the
rights of non-citizens

¢ |ndividual rights can be
subordinated in the cause of

the greater common good
MCOCA enough teeth to
overcome this lacuna.

The misuse of these draconian
laws can be checked to some extent
by setting up detention boards
comprising retired judges of the
Supreme Court or the high courts
with an eminent IPS officer and a
social worker on the board.

Under TADA, the police extract-
ed confessions forcibly. POTA too
is bound to be misused by a venal
police. However, one has to balance
conflicting rights. On the one hand,
you have the right of society to be
free from terrorists versus the right
of the individual not to be unduly
harassed by the law enforcers. But
individual freedom has to yield to
the common good. If the conviction
rate under any of the repressive
laws is high, we can automatically
assume that the law has curbed the
evil for which it was enacted.

Hence, though the individual’s
fundamental rights have been
infringed upon, the law has eradi-
cated or curbed the evil for which

Y ()\’%

it was enacted. The law acts as a cat-
alyst in metamorphosing society
and engineering social change. It is
th¥ough this process of social
engineering that a welfare state
achieves its objectives.

But the law has to be precise to
achieve its objective. However,
under MCOCA, the definition of
‘organised crime’ is vague. Also, the
police can use a confession made to
them provided it is not recorded by
the officer who is investigating the
case. Similarly, the word terrorist is
difficult to define precisely because
all terrorists are not necessarily
criminals. And if the word ‘terrorist’
is not precisely defined, it is
subject to the vagaries of judicial
interpretation.

But the judiciary can narrow
these definitions to minimise the
scope for their misuse. Democracy
is a government of the people and
for the benefit of the people.
So if there are those who under-
mine its very foundations, there is
no alternative to curbing them.

In certain districts of Andhra
Pradesh, Naxalites have allegedly
been eliminated in fake encounters.
These are again in flagrant viola-
tion of the rule of law. There can be
no justification for these cold-
blooded murders. But diabolical as
it may sound, the greatest good of
the greatest number is the sole
criterion for passing these dracon-
ian laws. So, malcontents and
iconoclasts who are detrimental to
the survival of the state must be
dealt with firmly.

It is on the basis of this philoso-
phy that the US, Canada, the
United Kingdom and even Japan
have enacted anti-terrorist laws.
The US, which is the bastion of
democracy, has five anti-terrorism
laws in force which make wide
incursions into the fundamental
rights of non-citizens. But then, it is
the well-being of the majority
which is at stake and by implication
the survival of the state itself.

And so, with POTA, a nebulous
menace such as terrorism may be
countered. The cry that one man’s
terrorist is another man’s freedom
fighter cannot be accepted when
the very survival of the state is
threatened.

For although those who govern
the state may disagree violently
with those iconoclasts who threaten
its very foundations, when the
latter’s protests traverse beyond
speech, their right to dissent cannot
be taken lightly. If the twin evils
of terrorism and organised crime
are allowed to flourish, the
state will eventually be undermined
beyond repair.
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‘Bleach swung arms deal

March 29. — Peter Bleach was the vital [i
procuring the lethal cargo in the Purulia arms
drop case, swinging a deal that made huge
profits for the involved parties.

The details of the deal reveal how easxly
arms-trading rules can be contravened.

Bleaci was instrumental in obtaining an
end-user certificate (EUC), necessary for any
purchase of arms and ammunition, from Ban-
gladesh. Under normal circumstances, this

wouldn’t have sufficed, since the destination -

of the cargo was India. Sources said the dis-
crepancy was overlooked as the suppliers
stood to make a lot of money.

The consignment was apparently sold to Kim
Davy by London-based Border Technology &
Innovation, which bought the arms from a Bui-
garian company, Kas Engineering. While BTI
paid Kas $78,110 for the consignment, it charg-
ed Davy $169,090 for the same.

Bleach told officers that the first contact, a
Danish arms dealer named William Roeschke,
did not have enough stock to meet the demand.
Roeschke then contacted another dealer, Peter

Haestrup, who go in touch with Bleach.

In August 1995, Haestrup, Bleach and Davy
met in Copenhagen. Bieach told sleuths that
Davy had been introduced to him as a contact
for “a non-political group in India which is op-
pressed by the Communist government in West
Bengal”. Davy had said the delivery would be
“several hundred miles to the'west of Kolkata”.
The arms, he said, were needed by the group
“to defend itself.”

One of the concerns at that meeting was the
route to be taken if the consignment was to be
dropped near Kolkata. The meeting, however,
ended inconclusively. Procuring the EUC and
sufficient supply of arms were the problems
the dealers could not sort out.

For the EUC, Bleach got in touch with a
Bangladeshi company, Riverland Agency Ltd.
Sources said the company was “most likely”
the go-between in procuring the certificate.

Bleach and Davy then met in London in
September the same year. Bleach got in touch
with BTI for the fequired arms and ammuni-
tion. The consignment reached Burgas airport
in Bulgaria on 10 December.

Seven days later, the consignpent was
dropped in Purulia. /
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“Poto or MCO
Gy} up your min

ke

oze, judge tells police

Times News Network
MUMBAL Special judge A.P.
Bhangale on Wednesday sought
the details of the evidence gath-
ered by police commissioner,
M.N. Singh, former joint commis-
sioner (crime), Bhujangrao
Mohite, deputy commissioner
(crime), Pradeep Sawant, and the
junior crime branch officials who
recently visited the U.S. UK and
Australia in connection with the

Afroze under Poto “at this
stage”. However, he indicated
that it may use Poto against
Afroze later if it unearths ade-
quate evidence against him.

The court took a serious note
of the fact that assistant commis-
sioner of police (crime)
Ramakant Padval and inspector
D.T. Patil, who are investigating
officers in the case, had not
brought to court the case dairy

Mohammed | detailing  the
Aime” e Bail plea with | metituien
ostensibly had a thSt ordered  the

been charting

police to pres-

the internation-
al ramifications
of the case.

Mr Bhangale
also asked the
Mumbai police
to make up its
mind on
whether to
book alleged Al
Qaida opera-
tive, Moha-
mmed Afroze

Times News Network
MUMBAL Mohammed Afroze,
the alleged Al Qaida agent, who
had consistently refused to
defend himself, hired a lawyer,
V.G. Pradhan, to plead for him
to be released on bail on
Wednesday. However, before Mr
Pradhan could proceed any fur-
ther, Afroze intervened and said,
“Excuse me, sit..but I do not
want bail.”

ent details of
the investiga-
tion and also
file a charge-
sheet by April
9. Until then,
the court re-
manded Afroze
to judicial cus-
tody.

Mr Nikam
claimed that the
police had suffi-

(26), under the

Prevention of Terrorism
Ordinance (Poto) or the
Maharashtra Control of

Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
and file a chargesheet according-
ly by April 9.

On Tuesday, the prosecution
had sought the court’s permission
to drop the Poto case against
Afroze. On Wednesday, special
public prosecutor Ujwal Nikam

the court that the state had
aken the decision since it did not

' have sufficient evidence to book

| 4 DetauedrepononPages

e clent  evidence
against Afroze (who has been
accused of sedition) for proving
the charges of waging a war
against countries friendly with
India and conspiring to under-
take terrorist activities in foreign
countries. “We have also put him
through a polygraph (lie-detec-
tor) test which has confirmed that
he was not lying when he con-
fessed to being part of the Al
Qaida terrorist group,” he stated.
» ‘Afroze was part of Al Qaida hit
squad’, Page 3




1 yi1e] 1SO] 9ABY OM,, *SIUNOOE SSOUILMAAD [[B paTI[nu Jey

UOISIOA S, 2010] AJLINDIS O UO Aprad poseq stiodar oy ‘s2030§
1 &umoss sy woxy Fuug ajoa0id 01 pmo1d Yy woxy paly

so1j0d 1n0J OSE Se ‘3Fe([IA Y} WO SISSIUIM [[E ySnoyxy,
+_OSED 91 UI SISSOMIM [[B A AUOUITS3] SU) 0 uonuaAeIl

-u02 U, prodal BUreyS S0nsn( S PoUL} ‘§)ySny UeWIME] Uo

SABY OYM ‘SLITIONA 2) D101 Suostaderpat 0} Bunyrer, ‘pasmiut

0] UOISSIWIIOD UeW-2u0 € dn 195 pey JUSWILLIDAOT oY ],
“JuapnLUI 3y} 03Ut 2qo1d Yso.y € papUBWSp puE  poyst fun,,

pajoalor Kepoy Suuy sdoon wedkH 9y 4O SINLLOIA

agoud 109f01 swidiA uthy wesiH |

yS pres , ‘aonsnf 10pusI 0] Sassaulm Aq Auowrysa .
TURNIDSOI ‘uonenyis punoI3 oy} spueisiopun oym “wBsLo
m.::mmvm Joa8pn{e ey puewsop I saumbut [EIUSWUIAA0T

odo1 pase1q,, 3y} Yiim pojoafop 130 sem Y pres UOISSI
o)) Ay Y 9)e19dooo 03 s1ade][ia paYse pey “o3eypia oy
10 juopsaxd Jebry se oym ‘Aeired SOUSIJU0D ssaxd g o sum :
514 o4 potuedioodr oy ‘AeLied Jesysy pewueyoN ples |
‘o1 uado 03 pey suemel 3y} ‘yo3uep reoskyd Sursuss 1eys |

SeA JOUS OU JeUf} UOISSIWIWIOD) Sy} O) PayNIsd} pey S[Ego

HOISSIIO)) J1[qnd S} Jo Jouteq S4) Jopun 15135507 othI00

SUOZOP Pue Paf[Iy 219m suosad MOy Yomym Of ‘10T ‘ST Arent :
-qa.J uo paox Sunsajoxd e uo uLg Aurry ureSAH oy oqoxd

AR 2002

{
‘I

NDIAN EXPRE"~

27

ojoyd siomay] “WIEN UISex 13ped] JTSI[ 10J Jueaw SeA ples aYs Jey) ysed ul 000°00°I$ SuALIed
sea umSag pres 3010 ‘Kepsan], uo nunmef uj prensd 3orj0d Jopum jis pewaqy beyysnyy pue um3ag eizeys

sem y10da1 oty pres AU T, WO U0 B S90X0 £mnoas 913 9Ae3
JET]) 1USPIOUT 37} 01U LIOdY UOISSIUIWIO)) BuleyS 'O 34

9Z HOHVIN ‘dVOVNIES
IHSHYVE ZVAILWI

Jpaynsnfun, 3 Suijed yodas

1 ady (i Apojsnod ul

‘0 sxeak samyp sofjod Aq jrefl woxy
2SRRI St A0us bejysniAy 10w xoad Sutaey
SoTap “1oAdMOY YITe TedoN 107 Suiaeo)
21030q sisyrenbpesy Lred s one] o) Je
NN 19u pey bejysniy pies ssoInog

-suy sty o1 fedoN oyy Fursn 01 110891
o1 wry pafradurod pey srapIoq Yt suope
1181 pausiySioy oy pue Asuoul e[emey
i FuiB3nuus sem oy Je1) POPIWPE A]pd
-y1odax beiysayAl “I1op10q 94) SSOIOE $3)E
-DOSSE 1134} PUE SI9PEo] JRALLINE] SW0s
U20MIAQ S[ESp B[eMEY JO ISqUnU € ul
JUSTISAJOAUL JISY} Passojuod Ajpatiodas
pey ‘Kepioisak DIf 213 01 IyBnoIq atom

oYM ‘elzeys pue Ie(] pourqy bejysnpy

1Y} pres sa01nos 070d O[IYMUBIIA
e ‘anus)) uoneSoLay
Juof oy} 03 YITE 00} otjod ays ‘preoq
[BOIpaUl Y3 £q UOTBUTUIEXS SIY ISV
“UONDAJUL YEOI) 9Y) JO] STULIPIUL SWOS
paquosaxd Aoyy -pastendsoy aq jou
poou pue 15 AfeotsAyd sem oy Jelp pamdo
SI0350p 9 YROI] S} Ul UOHOIJUT STOS
10} 1d00XF "Iy PIUTIIEXS SI0I00P INOY

" JopIeoq T oloyMm NUILIR( 0} 10ped] S TIf

a1 1ySnoiq sonod o) “‘ToyeRSISYL
ey STY 1n0qe uoruido J1aY AALS e i
~BJA] SUILIEXA 0} PreOq [EPIU € 33nsuod
0) ‘nuuure[ ‘9SS0 [ESIPIA JUSUILLISAOK)
‘Tedpupd Y1 paRxp 33pnfoy SR IV
"Teadsotj & 0} pantwpe 2q a Yey parsanbor

e usned jreay SO € SeM Y Jey)
a8pnf oy Sursuddy ssaurseaun jo poureid
-woo eW 7 (ady M Apoisno 2onod 03
Wy papuetlIal AL 243 Se ‘JOAMOH
‘Bumonsonb so] pannbai sea oy Jerp
eafd ay1 uo Apoysno sorjod 01 papuet
-31 aq yI[eN 12y} pajsanbar uonnossord
aq) ‘Guuresy Y1 Suun(y ANmoss 1430
JSpUN JIN0O Y 03 JYIno1q sea ‘om) oY)
I sYU] AUe PaTusSp sey oYM NIeA
‘KepuojA] uo Tauorssiuwo)) Anda(] reuon
-ppy mdureyp() £q Aporsno 2ofjod skep
G O} POPURUISI OS[e 933 ‘O LOd Bpim
PAISOLIE pUE OO[EULEY JO STUSPISI 10q
‘erzeys pue re( pourqy’ beiysnix 8 om
pue Aoq Y1, QU 1] AL05s 1431 19p
-um mdure 3 3ySnoiq sem 8 e Sur
-pnpour ‘st P Aq pdaN wolj 21e)s
ayp 03wt poFsnuws Suteq srefop S el T
30 2ImZ125 1) SIMOT|0] PaISILIE N
"emfue] Y H 1ensBeiN eopng
oD mdureypp) Aq skep uaass 107 Apojsro
dorjod 03 popuetIaI A8po) sem ‘AepIolsok
refeunis ul (QLOd) SOUBWIPIO WSO
~I3},JO UONIUIAII] 13 JopUn Pajsal
-Ie sem oym YIeJA ulsex Iopes]
JeALLINE] J0TUSS pue Jop (T TIL)
uoxy uonexaqry munsesy NININY

{ v
TLARQY 9z Houvw ‘undiwvHan
y FJIAYIS SMIN SSAUdX3

‘ejemey] uo pazzinb aq 0} Yl



/{ESISTANCE POLITICALLY MOTIVATED’

'POTO in the nation’s

-0 5 b

~a s )
interest: Vajpayee

By Our Correspondent

SHIMLA, MARCH 25. In a last-ditch
effort to persuade the Opposi-
tion, especially the Congress, to
give up the “politically motiva-
ted” resistance to the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Ordinance
Bill, the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, said today such a
law was in the nation’s vital
interest.

Mr. Vajpayee told newsper-
sons here that the Congress, be-
ing a national party, had
considerable experience fight-
ing cross-border terrorism, and
had even brought in the TADA.

The BJP, which was then in the -

Opposition, supported it whole-
heartedly because it was con-
vinced that such a law was in
the nation’s interest. He said he
was truly dismayed by the
shortsighted and narrow out-
look of the Congress leadership
on the POTO issue.

The Prime Minister said the
Government had already dis-
pelled all misgivings that POTO
would be used selectively. The
prolonged national debate on
this issue had raised public
awareness so high that it would
not be possible for any Govern-
ment at the Centre or in the
States to misuse it for partisan
considerations.

Mr. Vajpayee admitted that
the Congress had not been tak-
en into confidence before POTO
was introduced. That, he said,
had been made an issue. Term-
ing POTO a weapon to fight ter-
rorism, he said the Congress
should accept it now.

On the issue of the Trinamool
Congress, a constituent of the
NDA, deciding not to support
POTO yaid the party activists

might be fearing action under
the same law against them by
the West Bengal Government.
Mr. Vajpayee said the Congress
had Governments in 11 States,
and hence it was all the more
reason why the party should
support POTO.

A wrong message would go to
the world if all the parties were
not united on this issue of erad-
icating terrorism by passing PO-
TO, he said.

Rehabilitation in Gujarat

On the situation in Gujarat,
Mr. Vajpayee said a concerted
effort was on by the State Gov-
ernment, all political parties,
voluntary and community-
based groups to start an effec-
tive programme for the social
and economic rehabilitation of
the victims of the recent com-
munal violence. He said Gujarat
had an exemplary tradition of
social work _ by Gandhian orga-
nisations, religious bodies,
NGOs and even business groups
_ without consideration of caste
and creed.

The Prime Minister, who will
be visiting Gujarat to take stock
of the situation, appealed to all
groups to take up rehabilitation
work.

Asked whether the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi,
would be replaced, now that the
National Human Rights Com-
mission had criticised him for
the incidents in the State, Mr.
Vajpayee, said, ‘“We are waiting
for the full and final report’”.

Nuclear war ruled out

PTI, UNI repott:

Mr. Vajpayee allayed fears
that the gdrrent Indo-Pak. ten-
sion copdd trigger a nuclear con-

flictf but asserted that the
couktry was prepared for any
everltuality and ruled out the
immiediate withdrawal of troops
from the border.

“There is no possibility or
threat of a nuclear war. India
had already declared that it
would not be the first to use nu-
clear weapons and Pakistan has
also expressed similar views. I
do not see any threat of a nucle-
ar war,” he said.

Asked whether he saw the
possibility of outbreak of a war
in view of the prevailing border
tension, he said the country was
prepared for any eventuality.

On the withdrawal of troops
from the border, Mr. Vajpayee
said, ""There is no such proposal .
at present’” and recalled that the
decision to deploy forces was
taken by a high level committee
which included representatives
from the three services.

About a resumption of the
stalled dialogue with Pakistan,
the Prime Minister said, “We
will talk only when a conducive
atmosphere is created. Every-
day violence and clashes are
taking place. Jawans are being
killed and civilians are being
targeted.”

Asked whether the Govern-
ment would seek any amend-
ment to the Constitution to find
a solution to the vexed Ayodhya
issue in the wake of such a de-
mand by the VHP, Mr. Vajpayee
said, “There is no need for a
change in the Constitution.”

Mr. Vajpayee who arrived in
Shimla yesterday to attend a
public rally to mark four years
of Bharatiya Janata Party- Hi-
machal Vikas Congress rule in

Himachal Pradesh, left for New
Delhi later today.

FINDU



“Yase een Malik held under | POTO

By Shujaat ukharl M‘)

SRINAGAR, MARCH 2%. Amid high
drama at the headquarters of
the All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHC), police today ar-
rested its senior leader and JKLF
chairman, Yaseen Malik, while
he was addressing a press con-
ference denying his “involve-
ment” with two persons
arrested on Sunday with $1 lakh
in their possession.

Mr. Malik has been arrested
under the Prevention of Terror-
ism Ordinance (POTO). Police
later used teargas shells to dis-
perse people who protested
against the arrest.

Even as Mr. Malik was ad-
dressing the press conference, a
police party led by the Station
House Officer, Rajbagh, entered
the conference hall and asked
him to stop talking to the press.
“You are under arrest,” the SHO
told Mr. Malik.

However, Mr. Malik said, “I
will first talk to them and then
come with you.” This led to a
verbal duel, with Mr. Malik’s
supporters raising slogans such
as “We want freedom” and “Po-
lice hai hai". The JKLF vice
chairman, Javed Mir, and other
activists did not allow the police
to take Mr. Malik away and he
continued his address to the
PIessSpersons.

Condemning the Govern-
ment for “highhandedness”,
Mr. Malik said it was frustrated
with the organisation’s announ-
cement of constituting an elec-

tion commission to pr?ve its
representative character. “We
have rejected the Government’s
election proposal, that is why
they are perturbed and have
been trying to find an excuse to
implicate me in false cases.”

Denying his involvement
with Shazia Begum and Mush-
taq Ahmed Dar, who were ar-
rested on Sunday near
Udhampur — police said they
were carrying $1 lakh and Rs.
18,000 to be delivered to Mr.
Malik through hawala channels
— Mr. Malik said, “If it is proved
that Shazia Begum has seen me,
let alone talked to me, I will quit
the movement and am ready for
any punishment.”" He also de-
nied that the Pakistan-based
spokesman of the JKLF, Altaf
Qadri, who was reported to
have handed over the money to
Shazia Begum in Kathmanduy,
had been to Nepal in the last
seven years. “lI challenge Mr.
Suri (the State DGP) to prove
the allegations,” he said.

Mr. Malik also refuted the al-
legation that Dar was the JKLF
spokesman. “I have been inac-
tive for the last one-and-a-half
vears and was operated thrice in
the U.S. So the Government had
no ground to arrest me.”

However, before Mr. Malik
could compiete his submis-
sions, another police party led
by a Deputy Superintendent of
Police stormed the office and
asked him to stop. Again, a
scene was created, with Mr. Ma-
lik’s supporters objecting to the

pohce action. Mr. Malik was lat-
er dragged by the policemen
and bundled into a waiting ve-
hicle. As the vehicle sped away,
Hurriyat activists shouted slo-
gans and threw stones at the

+ police, who burst teargas shells.

Order was later restored in |
the area. But in the Maisuma lo-
cality of the city, where Mr. Ma-
lik lives, the news was received
with panic.

Angry youth took to the
streets and started throwing
stones. Police resorted to a lath-
icharge and burst dozens of
teargas shells. Shops were
closed and pitched battles be-
tween police and the mob took
place.

The Inspector General of Po-
lice, Kashmir zone, K. Rajindra,
told The Hindu that Mr. Malik
had been arrested under POTO
and the Foreign Exchange
Movement Act (FEMA). A case
had been registered and Mr.
Malik was being handed over to
the Udhampur police. The IGP, |
Jammu zone, Pitamber Lal Gup-
ta, said that both Shazia and
Dar had been shifted to the
Joint Interrogation Centre in
Jammu.

UNI reports:

Police also raided the office
and house of Mr. Malik and
seized his passport and office
records. A JKLF spokesman said
that the organisation had given
a call for a general strike on
Wednesday to protest the arrest
of Mr. Malik. The APHC has also

condemned the arreSt-/




“Insecure citizens within secure borders

HE SPECTACLE of India’s

defence forces lined up on

the borders with Pakistan,

even as its citizens are being
torched within the country is a tragic
paradox. As the decidedly stronger
military and economic power in the
region, India is not under threat of
military invasion or defeat from any
of its neighbours. Its military
strength clearly rules out the possi-
bility of any of the neighbouring
countries obtaining a decisive out-
come against India in a war. India’s
borders are secure from invasion.
However, the citizen’s well-being is
seriously undermined by social and
political violence. The much-vaunt-
ed power of the state is then seen to
be incapable of defending the citizen
or protecting his well-being. That In-
dian citizens are insecure behind se-
cure borders is a phenomenon that
mocks the power of the state. It is
dso an indictment of the strategic

understanding of its political
leadership)
The relafonship between national

security and ethno-religious conflicts
has rarely been understood by In-
dia’s leadership. Not long after Inde-
pendence, the response of the Indian
state to the demands of the people of
the Northeast was primarily military.
That set the response pattern to all
demands for better governance or
transparent political processes. In
Jammu and Kashmir, the meddling
with the electoral process had as
much to do with the widespread
alienation of the people as the cross-
border activities from Pakistan. In
the management of electoral proc-
esses in the rest of India, recourse to
political agendas which divide rather
than unite the polity has been the
dominant political theme.
In contrast with the policy of di-
iding the population on religious
~nd ethnic lines, Governments have
always portrayed themselves as de-
fenders of the nation. This trend is
common to all political parties which
have ruled from New{Delhi. The se-
curity outlook of Im¥tian Govern-
ments has, therefore, not

P

By V.R. Raghavan

India’s borders are secure from invasion. However,
the citizen’s well-being is seriously undermined
by social and political violence.

unexpectedly, contained a strong
element of defending the state. The
defence of the nation’s territory thus
became the dominant security dis-
course. This discourse in turnled to a
focus on the military dimension of
security, creating in its turn a strong
military capability. The narrow focus
on security in its military terms was
also sustained by the military con-
flicts imposed on India by China and
Pakistan. This territorial security out-
look, however, ensured that the
deeper underpinnings of national se-
curity were neither understood nor
allowed to emerge. The ability to look
beyond military hardware, to the
well-being of the citizens as a nation-
al security requirement, never really
gained strengtl‘b

he confiden€e in the military ca-
pahylity to defend national territory,
emboldened India’s political leader-
ship to erode the essentials of the In-
dian nation. If the state is to guard
the nation, it must essentially protect
and defend its national values. Na-
tional security is understood to be
the length to which the state would
go, even by waging war, to defend
national values. That the essential In-
dian core value of secularism was se-
riously being eroded over decades by
Governments at the Centre and in
the States is not in doubt. It is also
proof of political parties placing a
premium on electoral considera-
tions, rather than on national securi-
ty. That misguided groups and
political elements will attempt to act
in a manner dangerous to national
security is to be expected. The state
on the other hand, is expected to
protect its citizens from such ele-
ments, and if necessary apply its co-
ercive powers in doing so. The 1984
killings of Sikhs and the Gujarat kill-
ings in recent weeks are a negation of
the state’s role in ensuring national
security. Ruling parties have allowed

the state to become. a tool in the
hands of those threatening national
security. National security is also
measured by respect its people have
around the world. It is measured by
the stability of economic and social
structures and the commitment of
the political leadership to keep peace
within the country. A leadership that
is unconcerned about this wider
meaning of national security is igno-
rant of strategic considerations and,
worse still, an enemy of the nation’s
int res:ﬁ

he real meaning of the terrorist
attacks of September 9 and Decem-
ber 13 concerns the vulnerability of
the state. These attacks prove ;that
every state is vulnerable to such
threats. Such attacks do not require a
military capability. Even more im-
portantly, they cannot be met by mil-
itary power alone. This conclusion
has raised questions about what a
state secures, and whose security it
ensures, by its coercive powers. The
Indian state’s response to the attack
on Parliament has been marked by a
series of decisive actions. These have,
unfortunately, been wholly in the
realm of military and foreign policy.
That these are insufficient to sustain
the pressure on the adversary has ap-
parently not been understood. If it
had been, New Delhi would not have
stood by and watched the carnage in
Gujarat. It would also not have al-
lowed the mobilisation of mob pow-
er to force the Ayodhya issue.
Through Government inaction, the
ability of the Indian state to argue its
national security case has been con-
strained in more ways than onelt is
often stated by the Indian political
leadership that Pakistan is out to
break up the Indian nation, by sup-
porting insurgencies and insurrec-
tions. The truth of that, at least as far
as it related to Jammu and Kashmir,
was becoming apparent to interna-
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tional opiniol after last year’s terror-
ist attacks. THe Indian insistence that
its core valueg were being threatened
by Pakistan’sjactions was beginning
to find acceptance. Gujarat and
Ayodhya have placed serious doubts
on such assertiqps, if not altogether
discredited ther;} he Indian leader-
ship and its well-wishers will, there-
fore, be making an unconvincing
case when they talk of threats to core
values in relation to Jammu and

Kgshmir.

gt would be charitable to believe
that the Government in New Delhi,
claiming a better understanding of
national security than those which
preceded it, did not understand the
import of the Gujarat Government’s
failures. The failure to act, even after
complicity or incompetence of the
State Government is proved, con-
firms fears of national security being
treated as secondary to the security
of the ruling establishment.) That
those in power treat the well-B€ing of
the citizens as unrelated to national
security is a revelation that will cre-
ate anxieties in all segments of socie-
ty. ability of the ruling
establishment to act in the national
interest will lead to India’s friends
and foes making conclusions on the
policy ,convictions of the Govern-
ment. Above all, inability to act deci-
sively will create doubts on the
Government’s decision-making
processesThis Government has
placed its armed forces on high alert
for war. If a war does start either by
miscalculation, or, due to political
compulsions, its outcome in the light
of the recent demonstration of inde-
cision on national security congerns
can be unpredictable indec:? The
implications of this in aavar sifuation
can be catastrophic. zvis time the
Government demonstrates its under-
standing of the symbiotic relation-
ship between social cohesion,
religious tolerance, political stability
and national security. Defending na-
tional core values is no less impor-
tant than the defence of the state’s
territories. In fact, Sw cannot be had

without the other_/.
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Unco\nne ted they might have been, yet the recent series of

affairs concerning high ranking officers of the
ices give rises to grave disquiet. One lieutenant-
general stripped of command on the battlefield. Another
lieutenant-general and a vice-admiral seeking premature
retirement when the forces were mobilised for action. An air
marshal being given marching orders for trying to pull
political strings to secure an appointment of his choice. What
do they point to: probable dereliction of duty, placing
personal interests above those of the service, and the most
despicable kind of lobbying. To conclude that they do not
really add up would be over-simplistic. The sum total is a
drastic assault on all that our armed forces are reputed to be
— men of honour, dedication, and exemplary standards of
professional and personal conduct. It would be grossly unfair
to paint all defence officers with the same brush, there would
be innumerable instances of our men in uniform upholding
traditions which have set them apart, but these sad instances
cannot be written off as aberrations. Not against the
background of attempts to have appointments reversed in
courts of law, spy-cams recording how some officers have
tried to swing purchases. It would be even more dangerous to
take the line that this sort of thing has a long history, only
now ‘has it come into public view. Nor would there be a
vestige of acceptability to the argument that the armed forces
cannot be isolated from the rest of a degenerate society. That
would be akin to throwing in the towel.

Serving the Indian army — in the larger sense of the term
— had been hailed as a matter of honour simply because its
sinews and strengths were forged by a set of values. Officers
commanded not by the powers vested in them by the manuals'
but by sheer personal qualities. Their men had complete faith-
and trust in them, they would follow them into the jaws of
death. It was moral authority at its most noble. It is that
brand of authority that has to be restored. Just imagine what
the youngsters who attained rare heights during the Kargil
war would feel when they learn how their superiors have
functioned.

A feeling of having been let-down would be putting it
mildly, betrayal might be a more apt description. We are
fortunate that the three current Chiefs of Staff are
outstanding officers and gentlemen, and that in George
Fernandes we have a minister whose heart is certainly in the
right place. They must now join forces to restore the value-
system, rid the forces of sycophancy, ensure that no political
influences impact on promotions, appointments and so on.
Getting rid of one rotten egg is not enough. If a purge is
required there can be no backing off, and opposition parties
would do well to refrain from seeking mere political
advantage. A crisis of character is looming large, there can be
no ducking it. Cleansing the forces and restoring a genuine
sense of pride in the uniform will be a long, hard haul. The
operation has to be launched without delay. Cariappa once
described the Indian jawan as “the salt of the earth”, it is
tragic that we now have to ask if his officers are worthy

of him? //
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DEFENCE MINISTER George
Fernandes returned to his pet
peeve, China, on Saturday, urg-
ing that India’s Defence spend-
ing be doubled to balance the
China factor.

Speaking at the Navy Founda-
tion’s seminar on Indian Securi-
ty - here, Fernandes expressed
i doubts on the genuineness of the

"Chinese disclosure of their de-
.- fence spending.

“China’s (declared) annual de-
fence budget is $ 20 billion. Ours

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 9
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\/

is about $ 14 billion. But when we
compare the two countries, we
overlook the fact that the
strength of the Chinese defence
forces is two to three times that
of India’s. (Logically) Their
budget should have been at least
twice of $ 20 billion,” he argued.

The Chinese economic situa-
tion, the Minister observed, was
far better than India’s. “Three

decades ago, we were ahead. of

China. Today, it has left us far be-
hind. Powered by a growth rate
of 9 per cent over the past 20
years, China’s GDP is $ 1.1 tril-
lion. We're yet to touch $ 500 bil-

ernandes back to Céhina\,i)ashing/

lion,” ke said
Ferngndes pointed out that
there re great celebrations

when India’s foreign exchange
reserves touched the $ 50 billion
mark. “On his visit to India re-
cently, the Chinese Prime Minis-
ter told us that China’s forex re-
serves were more than 216 bil-
lion. While their global trade has
crossed $ 516 billion, we're still
stuck at $ 70 billion. Ultimately, it
is economic strength that will
decide our military strength,”
the Minister said, referring to
China’s 17 per cent increase in
its Defence budget this month.

(HE HINDUSTAN 11ey

and most of that reflects in oup/
work culture,” he said. -

India has increased its Defence
spending by 14 per cent over the
amount spent last year, which
was Rs 5,000 crore less than the

—

budgeted amount.

India’s defence expenses needs A
to be “doubled” if it wants to be
an effective and modern military
force, he advised. China’s mili-
tary muscle was enabled by its
strong economic showing. “It’s
growth is related to the disci-
pline of the Chinese working
class and the nation as a whole.
We seem to lack that discipline
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DECKS WERE today cleared for
naming the country’s first-ever
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS),
with the Government filling up
all key posts for the new Inte-
grated Defence Staff. The chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and Army chief, Gen Padman-
abhan, is a clear favourite for
the top post.

The Air Force has announced
that Air Marshal G C § Rajawar
has taken over as the Deputy
Chief of Integrated Staff
(DCIDS) to look after the future
joint training of three services,
organisational planning and
framing of a common war doc-
trine.

Simultaneously the setting
up of the Defence Intelligence
Agency (DIA), a major recom-
mendation of the group of min-
isters which went into Kargil
intrusion, also become opera-
tional today. Lt Gen Kamal

New Delhi, March 4

Davar took o er as its first Di-
rector General.

Davar would concurrently be
the Deputy Chief of the Inte-
grated Defence Staff from the
Army. Before assuming his new
appointment, Davar was the Di-
rector General of the Mecha-
nised Forces.

Vice Admiral SC S Bangara

" has been appointed as the third

Deputy Chief of the Integrated
Staff and would be in charge of
operational integration of the
three services.

Three more senior air com-
modores J S Gujral, M Dixit and
S L Sud on promotion to the
rank of air vice marshals have
been posted to Integrated De-
fence Staff to form the nucleus
of joint operations command,
perspective planning and force
structures.

Another IAF officer lfoir Vice
Marshal S C Malhan has been
appointed as Deputy Director
General Dia as well as Assistant

Chief of Integrated Staff (Intel-
ligence).

Though the Government an-
nouncement on filling up the
structure of the integrated staff
did not spell it out, the major
portion of the Directorate Gen-
eral of military intelligence as
well as naval and air force intel-
ligence would now be moved to
the new Defence Intelligence
Agency.

The Government also has to
announce the formation of the
strategic command controlling
the country’s nuclear weapons
and assets. The post is most
likely to go to the Air Force.

In other appointments, Air

" Vice Marshal B N Gokhale has

taken over the key post of ‘As-
sistant Chief of Air Staff at Air
headquarters here, while an-
other Air Vice Marshal P K
Mehra has taken over as the Air
Defence Commander of the

South Western Air Comm?d.){
: P
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DEFENDS TAXATION / MOVE TO BALANCE SLOWDOWN

| expect demand revival from

0
W

/> By Our Special
{ Correspondent

NEW DBLHI, MARCH 1. The Union
Financ§ Minister, Yashwant
Sinha, today defended his taxa-
tion proposals in the budget
and said that he had made a
compromise to balance fiscal
rectitude and economic slow-
down. “We settled for a com-
promise and we know a
compromise does not. satisfy
anybody,” Mr. Sinha told a
post-budget meeting organised
by the FICCI here today.

He was responding to queries
as to how he envisaged a de-
mand revival when he had im-
posed additional taxation
burdens on the general popula-
tion. Since there was going to be
a revenue shortfall of Rs. 20,000
crores in the current fiscal, he
said he could not repeat last
year’s performance of tax give-
aways of nearly Rs. 16,000 to Rs.
17,000 crores. “I was persuaded
last year that the give-aways will
generate demand and we will
get revenue. That did not hap-
pen. Still, there is some revenue
give-away in the latest budget
t00,” he added.

The Finance Minister ex-
plained that he expected de-
mand to be generated from the
rural sector which had received

much attention in the budget.
“We all know rural demand
leads to industrial demand.
That is where I expect the de-
mand revival to generate.” The
second area which would lead
to a demand pick-up was the
expected improvement in the
global economy. “Once the
global economy picks up, our
export demand would
increase.”

Mr. Sinha explained that he
could have presented a “pleas-
ant” budget this year too, ‘“but
the feel -good factor would have
disappeared even faster than
last year.”

‘Even my wife
doesn’t like it/

NEW DELHI, MARCH 1. Even the Fi-
nance Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha’s wife is perturbed over the
budget proposal seeking reduc-
tion of the subsidy on LPG
thereby raising its price by Rs.
40 a cylinder.

“My wife is not happy over
the increase in the cooking gas
price. I had to convince her
about the logic behind the
move,” Mr. Sinha told press-
persons after participating in a
seminar here. _ UNI

rural sector: Sinha?

Taking on the industry’s
point about lack of announce-
ments pertaining to investment
allowance, withdrawal of mini-
mum alternate tax and some ex-
cise concessions, he said there
was no investment allowance in
the mid-1990s and yet there was
a spurt in investment. “Some-
times, we look for solutions that
are too simplistic and they fail
to deliver.”

Mr. Sinha explained that con-
ceding the demand for invest-
ment allowance would have
meant a revenue loss of around
Rs. 7,000 crores, the reduction
in corporation tax to 30 per cent
would have meant another rev-
enue loss of Rs. 5,000 crores and
each point of reduction costs
Rs. 5,000 crores.

Instead, he said the budget ;

contains a lot of sector packages
such as those for textiles, steel
and tourism which would gen-
erate employment and demand
when these sectors pick up. The
textile industry was in the dol-
drums and competition was
likely to hot up once the multi-
fibre arrangement ended in
2004. Similarly, he referred to
the package for the develop-
ment of urban centres si
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Egr}} tabled mfﬂ;v LS;abha.l
By Our Special Co espohdent RD N

NEW DELHMI, FEB. 25. The Government today tabled in the Lok Sabha
the contloversial Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance 2001 (POTO)
which wys re-promulgated in December last year after its intro-
duction ih the winter session was stalled by the Opposition.

The ordinance was tabled by the Minister of State for Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Santosh Gangwar, along with three other ordi-
nances when the House assembled after the President, K.R.
Narayanan’s address to the joint sitting of Parliament.

As the House was about to be adjourned, the Congress chief
whip, Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi, observed that the Government was
still pursuing POTO despite the four States — which went to the
polls recently — voting against it.

Later, indicating that the Congress would continue to oppose
POTO, the party spokesman, Jaipal Reddy, said the Government
should review its position on the ordinance. Drawing attention to
the fact that the BJP had made POTO the main theme of its election
campaign, Mr. Reddy said the results showed that “POTO as a
piece of legislation has not been favoured by the people at y
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“PAK. DY. HIGH COMMISSIONER SUMMONED

India seeks details on/

"' Sheikh Omar’s role

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 19. India today
sought information from Pakis-
tan on the hijack of the Indian
Airlines plane in 1999 and the
attack on the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly in October and al-
so on Parliament in December
last following the on-going in-
terrogation of Sheikh Omar
Saeed in Karachi.

India conveyed its “request”
for “‘cooperation” to Pakistan’s
Deputy High Commissioner, Ja-
lil Abbas Jilani, who was sum-
moned by the Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA), Arun Singh.

According to the MEA spokes-
person, Nirupama Rao, India’s
assessment, as well as media re-
ports from Pakistan, suggested
Sheikh Omar’s involvement in
the hijack and the attacks on the
Indian democratic institutions.
Sheikh Omar was released in re-
turn for the hijacked passengers
of the IA plane, IC-814, which
was hijacked en route from
Kathmandu to Kandahar.

Government sources said that

Sheikh Omar’s possible involve-
ment in the attack on the World

Trade Center, in the U.S., on
September 11 was under scruti-
ny. It is alleged that Aftab Ansa-
ri, who has been deported to
India from Dubai for his com-
plicity in the shooting incident
outside the American Center in
Kolkata, may have transferred
money to Sheikh Omar. These
funds, it is suspected, may have
been sent to Mohammad Atta,
prime suspect in the WTC at-
tack.

“The Government of Pakistan
has been requested to provide
relevant information,” the spo-
kesperson said.

India has a strong case for
seeking Pakistan’s cooperation
under the U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1373, which de-
mands that all countries elim-

inate terrorism from their
territory. Sheikh Omar’s pres-
ence in a terrorist training camp
in Kandahar and his recent exit
from Afghanistan to Pakistan
add to his terrorist antecedents.

According to the spokesper-
son, international law and
widespread consensus mandate
two things. First, it entails all
countries to provide assistance
related to criminal investiga-
tions or proceedings related to
terrorism. Second, it calls upon
nations to obtain and share evi-
dence that may be in their pos-
session.

She clarified that India was
not seeking Sheikh Omar’s ex-
tradition and only looking for
meaningful action by Pakistan.

CBI raids hawala dealers

NEW DELH, FEB. 19. The CBI today carried out raids on the premises
of three hawala dealers, allegedly involved in providing funds to
bring in the arms consignment of Aftab Ansari, official sources

said here tonight.

They said that the special investigating unit of the CBI began
raids at three places in the walled city area after Ansari revealed
the role of the dealers in supplying money to his henchman, Aqgib,
already arrested in the arms seizure case in Gujarat However, no

arrests had been made. — PTI

‘No pullback till Pak
fulfils conditions’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 19. Maintaining
that troop morale was high, the
Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, today ruled out a pull-
back from the Indo-Pak. borders
till Islamabad fulfilled the con-
ditions spelt out by New Delhi.

“The troops were moved to
the border in a certain situation
and we had laid down some
conditions which were not ful-
filled. They will remain there till
these are fulfilled and a final de-
cision is taken by the Govern-
ment,” he said here.

Dispelling apprehensions of
fatigue or loss of morale among
the troops, Mr. Fernandes said
“they are very fine men. You
can’'t beat them.” He had in-
spected the forward positions
and found that the morale of the
troops was unaffected by their
prolonged deployment. “I had a
wide interaction with the troops
and the nation should rest as-
sured that their morale is on top.
The only question they ask is
how long do you want us to wait
to handle the enemy.”

Mr. Fernandes said additional
costs in maintaining the stand-
off with Pakistan were not pro-
hibitive. “‘Moving troops to for-
ward positions and getting them
back does cost a lot. But there is
hardly any additional expendi-
ture in deploying them on the
border.” The Government
would unhesitatingly sanction
additional funds for the defence
sector if necessary. ““As far as the
defence sector is concerned, the
position of the Government is
that it will never be starved of
funds.”

In a significant observation,
Mr. Fernandes expressed his
misgivings over the discussion
of defence purchases in the
public domain.

As a result, policy-makers
were not prepared to take cru-
cial purchase decisions. On the

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, rests his
hand on a tripod-mounted machine gun while talking
to presspersons during ‘Defexpo India 2002’ in
New Delhi on Tuesday. — Reuters

lingering decision on the pur-
chase of advanced jet trainers
(AJTs), Mr. Fernandes was crit-
ical of those who were sabotag-
ing a final decision.
“Unfortunately, far too many
people are getting involved. It
has not moved a step forward
but there are a lot of people who
wouldn't care less,” he said
without naming anyone. On
the casket controversy, the Min-
ister declined to discuss the is-
sue publicly and termed recent
reports on it as “lies, more lies
and super lies.”

Supporting public sector ordi-
nance factories, he said it was
unfair to criticise them on
grounds of quality. The factories
had risen to the occasion by op-

erating round-the-clock to sup-
ply ammunition during the
Kargil War. The quality of their
products was good, which was
evident from the interest shown
by some countries. “We should
not denigrate what is ours,” he
counselled.

Mr. Fernandes was positive
about the future course of Indo-
U.S. ties and said a road-map for
closer ties between the two mil-
itaries had been worked out.
American objections to transfer-
ring high-tech military equip-
ment had also ebbed. “In the
past one year, their stand-offish-
ness gradually went away. A dif-
ferent relationship has emerged
after September 11.”
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Terror mastermm((i\t

Islamabad, February 18

SHEIKH OMAR Saeed, prime
accused in US journalist Daniel
Pearl's kidnapping, has report-
edly revealed his role in the sui-
cide attacks on the Indian Par-
liament, Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly and the American
Center in Kolkata. He has also
admitted to close links with
Osama bin Laden and Aftab
Ansari, whom he “cultivated”
during his stay in Tihar Jail.
The News, an English-lan-
guage daily, reported Omar's
confession. A senior leader of
the banned Jaish-e-Mohammad,
British-born Omar was one of
the three terrorists whom New
Delhi was forced to free in 1999
in exchange for the hostages in
the Indian Airlines plane hi-
jacked to Kandahar. He is now in
the custody of Pakistani police.
The attacks, according to
him, were aimed at provoking
Indian leaders to take hardline
action against Pakistan, which
in turn could have forced Presi-

Burger link to Pearl case

MANSUR HASNAIN, named
a prime suspect in the kid-
napping of Wall Street jour-
nalist Daniel Pearl], was Sun-
ny Ahmed Qazi alias “Burg-
er”, who was involved in the
hijacking of IA flight IC-814
in 1999, Intelligence agen-
cies said on Monday. Pak-
istani reports on Friday
spoke of the police having
identified Hasnain alias
“Hyder” alias Imtiaz Sidde-
qi, architect of the hijacking
of the IA plane from Kath-
mandu to Kandahar, as the
main suspect who plotted
the kidnapping of Pearl.
PTI, New Delhi

J&K ASSEMBLY (snmacan, october 1, 2001)

Sheikh says the terrorist who detonated the car
bomb outside the J&K Assembly in Srinagar was
a Pakistani suicide bomber. The
Jaish-e-Mohammad had claimed responsibility.

PARLIAMENT (new oevm, becember 1, 2001)

Sheikh offers to reveal the “real identities” of the
terrorists who tried to storm Parliament. Says the
aim was to take Indian MPs hostage and to seek
the release of all Kashmiri militants.

AMERICAN CENTER (xoukara, Janary 22, 2002)

Was in constant touch with Aftab Ansari, the
jehadi criminal, a few days before the Kolkata
attack. Claims he “cultivated” Ansari, while hoth
of them were in Tihar Jail in the mid-1990s.

dent Pervez Musharraf to soft-
en his stand against the Pak-
istan-based jehadi groups, the
daily quoting officials said.
Omar provided the police with
details about his connections and
relationship with Aftab Ansari,
the chief suspect in the Kolkata
shooting, the daily said. He of-
fered to reveal the real identities
of Kashmiri militants who
stormed Parliament and admitted
the aim of the attack was to take
Indian MPs hostage and seek the
release of all Kashmiri militants.
The News quoted police offi-
cers as saying that Omar had

‘Target Ing'w(,\‘s;@ys Omar -

Iks of role in J&K, Kolkata strikes

ﬁpgwwfo

under-cover ties with Arab as-
sociates of Osama bin Laden.
Several independent reports
and interrogation of two other
suspects in the Pearl kidnap-
ping case have confirmed
Omar's strong connections to
the Taliban and his status as a
guerrilla warfare instructor in
one of the key training facili-
ties in Afghanistan, they said.
Sheikh said the militant who
exploded the car bomb outside
the J&KAssembly on October 1
last year was a Pakistani sui-
cide bomber, the daily reported.
He said he was in touch with

COUGHING UP CONFESSIONS

For a diehard jehadi, the prime accused in Daniel Pearl’s abduction has
shown surprising candour about his role in anti-India operations.

Ansari a few days before the at-
tack on the American Center in
Kolkata and claimed he had “cul-
tivated” Ansari in Tihar prison
in New Delhi in the mid-1990s.
Sheikh identified fellow Jai-
sh leader Mansur Hasnain alias
Hyder, one of the hijackers of
the IA plane from Kathmandu,
as the kingpin behind Pearl's
kidnapping, the daily reported.
He told police he believed
that Pearl was shot by his cap-
tors while escaping from a
Karachi safe house a few days

after the kidnapping on Janu-
ary 23. - }r/
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acquisition account with the US

with the purchase of 200
AN/TPQ-37 weapons-locating
radars (“firefinders”) and GE-404
engines for the LCA that will not
only help in capacity building of
the defence forces but boost the
Army’s fight against terrorism.

This was revealed during a vis-
it by General Richard B. Myers,
chairman, US joint chiefs of staff,
though he was careful to tag on the
rider that the US would not act in
the Kashmir dispute. Talking to
reporters on Monday, General
Myers said: “In terms of Indo-Pak
issues, these will be worked out by
India and Pakistan.” The radar deal
will be finalised by a US army team

INDIA WILL begin its military

In April, India and the US will,

DousLt Impact: Foreign minister Jaswant Singh and
Richard Myers, chairman of the US joint chiefs of staff,
ahead of their meeting in New Delhi on Monday — AP

due to visit New Delhi next week. net assessments on the security sit-

between Pentagon defence guru

uation in the region and the world. Andrew Marshall and the Indian
for the first time, exchange their This’ll see the first interaction

side, to be led by General Joshi.

/f’urchasyof I;S firefinders t%lqared

In a statement, the government
sald “This agreement will be, for
the Army, the first major govern-
ment-to-government purchase of
military equipment from the US ....
Agreements for other equipment
are expected to follow.” India’s
interest in purchasing high-tech-
nology defence equipment from the
US has been a result of the US
relaxing its defence and technolo-
gy-related sanctions against India.

General Myers, on Monday,
confirmed that although his visit
was aimed at maintaining the
momentum on military-to-military
relations, a spin-off of this acceler-
ated interaction will definitely affect
the war against terrorism.

General Myers also met his
counterpart, General S. Padman-
abhan, chairman, chiefs of staff

“commitiee, defence secretary

Yogendra Narain, national securi-
ty adviser Brajesh Mishra and for-
eign minister Jaswant Singh.
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The Siliguri Corridor th

By Vinay Kumar ‘, 0

NEW DELHI, FEB. 17. The Siliguri
Corridor, a narrow strip of land
also called the eastern chicken’s
neck, which has several vital in-
stallations around it and con-
nects the mainland with the
outlying border States of the
Northeast, has come in handy
for clandestine activities of ISI
agents and saboteurs. It faces
threat from the pattern of free
movement of personnel and
goods through the border areas.

Several militant organisations
including the United Liberation
Front of Asom (ULFA) and the
National Socialist Council of Na-
galand (NSCN) have been using
the corridor for their movement
for along time. The recent emer-
gence of another insurgent out-
fit, the Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation (KLO) in North
Bengal, is adding to the worries
of security forces.

“Of late, the KLO and the UL-
FA have started an extortion
drive targeting local tea gardens.
They are most active in Alipur-
duar, Jalpaiguri and Siliguri sub-
divisions of Darjeeling,” cau-
tions the latest volume of
Faultlines, a quarterly publica-
tion edited by K.P.S. Gill and
Ajai Sahni.

ULFA cadre has been using
North Bengal as a transit point
to go from Bhutan to Bangla-
desh and vice versa while some

Hltants have also crossed over
to Nepal through this area, says
Pinaki Bhattacharya in his
write-up ‘The Siliguri Corridor’
featuring in Faultlines.

Reports suggest that the ISI
was supplying a large quantity of
arms and ammunition to various
Northeast terrorist outfits from
the stockpiles of the Khmer
Rouge of Cambodia after its de-
feat. These were picked up from
the markets of Thailand and
were transported to Cox’s Bazaar
in Bangladesh, eventually to be
used on the Indian soil. The
arms were shipped from Thai
ports to Cox’s Bazaar and were
then carried on headloads for
rest of the way. The recipients
were NSCN(IM), ULFA and Bodo
groups.

Siliguri town is a gateway to
Guwahati in Assam, Gangtok in
Sikkim and Kishengunj in Bihar.
It also shares borders with three
countries — Bangladesh, Bhutan
and Nepal. The cosmopolitan
character of the town makes it
easier for outsiders to get assimi-
dated into the local populace,
and this provides perfect cover
to the subversives.

Quoting intelligence sources,
the writer says that Tabligh-e-Ja-
maat, yet another outfit, has also
become active around the Siligu-
ri Corridor. It holds regular
meetings in Champasari and
Bardhaman Road, and is also
said to be in contact with the

9[eateW

|X lélsar in Nepal. Al-

though the activity of the orga-
nisation is discreet, it reportedly
includes anti-India propaganda
and raising funds for the “Islam-

: ”
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Infiltration '
Referring to inﬁltr;tg}'?{

India, Mr. Bhattacharya says that
Bangladeshis have hit upon a
novel way of ‘legalising’ their im-
migration. The relatives who are
in India reportedly get the
names of those across the border
included in the voters’ list during
enumeration. As their names fi-
nally appear in the list, messages
are then sent across to them to
cross over. It is this population
that reportedly creates a buffer
of non-combatants for the mil-
itants who use them as a perfect
cover.

Analysts also perceive eastern
Nepal, bordering the Siliguri cor-
ridor, to be the springboard for
Pakistan-sponsored insurgency
in the Northeast. Nepal's prox-
imity to this passage assumes
significance because of its strate-
gic importance. Bound by Nepal
and Bangladesh in the south, the
use of this passage for transfer-
ring small arms and contraband
from both the countries is now
well-established. Yakoob Me-
mon, one of the accused in the
1993 Mumbai blast case, was
traced in Nepal, and the IC-814
Indian Airlines flight was hi-
jacked from Katmandu.
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Aftab reveals

links with
ISI top g%

Tob
Pakistarii agency funded Ansari’s
empire comprising 14 companies

ptt
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 11

AFTAB AHMED Ansari, de-
ported by the UAE on Saturday,
has admitted meeting senior
ISI officials in Dubai and
Rawalpandi on at least five oc-
casions since 1999. A substan-
tial part of his murky empire,
composed of about 14 compa-
nies, is suspected to have been
built with ISI funding and as-
sistance.

Ansari told interrogators to-
day that ISI operatives contact-
ed him a few months after he
jumped bail in India in 1999
and escaped to Pakistan. “They
used to meet me under as-
sumed names at designated
places,” he said.

The Kolkata attack master-
mind named seven ISI officers
he had met. Three of them, he
claimed, were Brigadiers in the
Pakistan Army. The RAW, the
IB and the DRI are now verify-
ing the authenticity of his
statement.

Ansari said he had been
asked to build “a network in In-
dia and await instructions”.
He also admitted meeting top
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba activists,
but denied taking part in any
terrorist act. “I knew them, but
have never participated in any
of their operations,” he said.
However, he confessed to plan-
ning six abductions, two of
which failed.

Though he said in the begin-
ning that he had procured his

\

Pakistani passport (J-872142)
through a lJahore tout, he ad-
mitted afterwards that Azim
Chima, the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
commander, had helped him
obtain it.

A three-member team of the
Kolkata Police, including De-
tective  Department chief
Soumen Mitra, met CBI Joint
Director Neeraj Kumar today
and discussed the American
Center shooting. Sources dis-
closed that despite Ansari’s de-
nial of any hand in the attack,
the detectives have found evi.
dence of his involvement.

“Ansari made a telephone
call to Kolkata Police, and his
associates who were involved
in the abduction of Khadim
vice-chairman Parthapratim
Roy Burman, were involved in
the American Center shooting
as well, said a CBI officer,
adding that two of them,
Wasim and Abdullah, have
been identified. But the officer
denied that the agency would
use Ansari's new-born son to
extract information from him.

The CBI, which has split the
probe into ten broad areas, said
it has finished compiling infor-
mation on Aftab’s profile, his
associates and his criminal
network. It is sharing some of
this information with the Delhi
Police. “We have started profil-
ing his jehadi connections and
his involvement in terrorist ac-
tivities,” a senior official said.

Related reports on Page 3
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Shivnath Jhain New Delhi

\nsari in, 130 fu
9‘}/Stll] outin U

Feb. 11. — The celebrations
over Aftab Arsati's deportation
from the UAE belie the fact that
the country is still host to $cores
of fugitives wanted by India. CBL
officials said out of 471 criminals
and terrorists wanted by police
and other investigative agencies
here, more than 130 are in Du-
bai and other parts of the UAE,
Some of the accused in the
Mumbai blasts - including Da-
wood - Hassan, . Ayub = Razak
Memon, Latif ‘Noor Moham-
mad, Mohammad Shafi Kasam
Memon, Reshma Ayub Memon
and Ayub Razak Memon = are
hiding in the West Asian coun-
try. .Over .a- dozen  narcotic
smugglers and. criminals - ac-
cused of economic fraud in [n-
dia are also “taking shelter” in
“the UAE, senior officials said. -

Moreover, according to a CBL

official, “many ‘criminals. dre
hiding in Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Myanmar and the UK”.

Besides smuggling of weapons
and explosives and other contra-
bands, these fugitives have em-
ployed many people in the coun-

try, especially in Uttar Pradesh,

Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Pun-
jab, West Bengal, Bihar and

Gujarat to follow “their orders”,
the official said. He said these
criminals might have close Jinks
with officials from various law
enforcement agencies.

The CBI official has reason to
believe this. Statistics suggest
that “during the past three years,

-+ the law enforcement agencies =

UPB,_ Mabharashtra and Gujarat
pollce ~faited to crack " their
operations and seize smuggled
materials on as many as eight oc-
casions  despite having correct
intellipence . inputs,” - he *said.
Last November, Asif Reza Khan
was arrested near Lodi Garden
while he was meeting his Pakis-
tani- acoomplice, Arshad Khan,
only because the information

was_ ‘top secret’, he said. The
Maharashtra and Gujarat police
failed to arrest arms smugglers
thrice while UP police failed
twice to bust fake Indian curren-

¢y rackets during this period.

“Almost all 27 accused, co-a¢-
cused and conspirators in the

cheating and foreign exchange
forgery cases, and over 23 per-
sons accused of kldnappmg and
murders are staying i U »
the CBI official said: Of the a7
fugitives; 27 are ‘wanted .in the
Mumbai serial blasts case, 10 for
the Purulia armsdrop:case and

‘four in a train blast ¢ase, Five

persons are wanted in the Goa
child sex abuse racket and seven
for the IA hijacking case.
Claiming that no serious polit-

ical ‘and administrative efforts
were made during the past sev-

eral years to force the authori-
ties to get them extradited to In-
dia, a senior home ministry offi-
cial said: “Despite the Red Cor-
ner notices issued by the Inter-
pol on the request of the CBI,
lack of uniformity in law was one
of the biggest hurdles.”

Interpol had issued 176 Red
Cornér notices agiainst the ac-¢
cused who escaped to Dubai and
other. parts of the world " after
committing crimes in India; he
added,

" The CBI official said over 50
key drug smugglers are hiding in

Mumbai blasts, 113 accused per-  Pakistan, Banglagesh .and
sons allegedly involved in the Nepal. <
rHE STATESMAN
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an News Service

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA, Feb.
10. — Aftab Ansari has admit-
ted to his involvement in the
American Center attack in
Kolkata and his links with jihadis
in Pakistan, especially with
Omar Sheikh, one of the three
terrorists released by India
during the hijacking of IC-814 in
1999.

. “He has come out with the
fact that he has links with
terrorists and jihadis in Pakistan,
specially with Omar Sheikh. He
has also admitted that the attack
on the Amerfcan Center was
carried out at his instance in
order to avenge Asif Reza
Khan’s death,” said the CBI.

Agency sources said: “He has
also revealed that he was the
man behind arms smuggling in
Gujarat in which some of his
associates were arrested by the
CBIL. He further said about six
gangs are operating in the
coastal areas of Gujarat under
the command of Dubai-based
underworld dons.”

Sources in the government
said the USA asked the UAE to
hand over Ansari to India
“immediately.”

A senior MHA official said:
“The entire operation was done
under close monitoring of the
US authorities. The USA asked
the UAE to prevent his
movements and hand him over
to India immediately as his
name figured as main accused in
the American Center shoot-out
case.” The foreign ministry had

ad

said yesterday that the accused
was arrested by the Dubai
authorities on 23 January, a day
after the attack. Ansari was
caught when he was leaving for
Pakistan.

The CBI director, Mr PC
Sharma, maintained that
Ansari’s “detention” by the
UAE was carried out on the
basis of the evidence provided
by India.  However, he denied
any US pressure on his “arrest”
saying “it will jeopardise” the -
investigation.

Who wants what

B Kolkata Police wants Aftab
in connection with the attack
on the American Center and
also some abduction cases.

B Delhi Police believes An-
sari may give leads on terror
networks and the ISI’s in-
volvement in them

B Bihar police prepares to
question Ansari to unravel

. the passport racket in the

state.

Ansari, alias Farhan Malik,
held yesterday by the CBI along
with his associate Raju Sharma
after being deported from
Dubai, were today produced
before the Patiala House Court
and remanded in seveén-day
transit custody. The court sent
Raju to five days of transit
remand.

The CBI, West Bengal Police
and -Gujarat Police would.

interrogate “Ansari “indepen-

dently” during his remand. Sour-
ces said both governments have

mits

Vs T

ttac

sent senior police officers to
take him to their states for
intérrogation.

While a team of the West
Bengal Police reached New
Delhi last night, policemen from
Gujarat arrived at the capital
this evening. Both police teams
have “a considerable amount of
evidence”, including recorded
statements of the other accused
persons held to establish his
links with terrorists across the
border.

Ansari was interrogated in
New Delhi by a Kolkata Police
team. He will be brought to the
city “in a couple of days”, the
- Kolkata police commissioner,
Mr Sujoy Chakraborty said.

What information DC-DD (I)
Mr Soumen Mitra and his team
elicited from Ansari was not
known. The IG-CID also left for
Delhi this afternoon. A senior
CID official said his agency had
held discussions with the CBI
and Delhi Police to bring Ansari
to the city.

(Bihar Police is preparing to
interrogate Ansari to unravel
the passport racket in the state,
-the DIG (Patna zone), Mr AC
Verma, said. He was a “very
important link in the issuance of
passport from the regional
passport office in Patna on the
basis of forged documents”,
adds SNS from Patna.

“We'd like to send a police
team to Kolkata to interrogate
Ansari, subject to the govern-
ment’s approval,” Mr Verma

' ’Ihm to page 8
Ansari’s arrest strengthens
Buddha’s position: page 8
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\A\) \ By Vinay Kumar \\

NEW DELHI, FEB. 10. Even as the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) today got seven
days transit remand for the underworld don
Aftab Ansari from a Delhi court, the agency
faces a daunting task ahead in unearthing
his links and tracing his associates.

If his deportation from Dubai speaks vol-
umes of international police cooperation
and marks triumph of diplomacy, it is now
for the CBI and the Kolkata, Delhi and Guj-
arat police investigators to nail him by
gathering evidence that would clinch the
case in their favour when taken up by the
courts.

“Probably, Aftab Ansari is the first big
catch for us who has spent a considerable
time in Pakistan. He was fast emerging as

head of a_erime syndicate and pulling
stﬂWubai," the CBI Director, P.C.

Sharma, told The Hindu. Mr. Sharma ap-
peared satisfied over the fact that coordi-
nated efforts of the Indian High
Commission in Dubai, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs and the CBI culminated in the
deportation of Aftab Ansari alias Farhan
Malik.

Sources in the CBI said the fact that Ansa-
ri was given a Pakistani passport and used
to often visit Rawalpindi, Islamabad- and
Lahore indicated that he did enjoy the pa-
tronage of the authorities there. However, it
is yet to be ascertained if he had any links
with Dawood Ibrahim, the prime accused
in the 1993 Bombay serial blast case and
forms part of India’s list of 20 most-wanted
terrorists handed over to Pakistan.

With the assistance of Omar Sheikh, one
of the three terrorists exchanged for the safe
return of hostages in the Kandahar I1C-814
hijacking in December 1999, Ansari was

s TRy

vrETe i
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given th ta éextendmg logistic support
to the Harkat-ul-Jehadi-Islami (HUJI) sabo-
teurs who infiltrated through Bangladesh,
arrange for their escape operations and ab-
duct high-value targets to secure the release
of Nasarullah Langrayal from Jodhpur jail.

PTI reports:

Aftab Ansari has admitted to the CBI
about his involvement in the attack an
links with terrorists and ‘jehadis’ in P
tan. The CBI, while seeking his transit re-
mand, told a Delhi court that Ansari during
his interrogation also admitted of forming a
countrywide network of arms, narcotics
smugglers for carrying out illegal activities
in India.CBI sources said Ansari had enter-
tained a desire to overshadow the “clout’
orld don, Dawood Ibrahim
e another Ramirez Sanchez bet
wn as ‘“‘Carlos, the Jackal”.

Ansarl was only deported: Page ‘f
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UAE deports mastermind

behind Kolkata

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, FEB. 9. In a dramatic
development, the United Arab
Emirates has deported Aftab
Ansari alias Farhan Malik,
prime suspect in the Kolkata at-
tack outside the American Cen-
ter, thereby opening the
possibility of establishing that
India and the U.S. are both vic-
tims of terrorism radiating from
Pakistani soil.

Ansari’s accomplice, Rajen-
der Kumar Anadkot, has also
been deported. The Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, first
discussed Ansari’s extradition at
a public meeting in Meerut to-
day. Both Ansari and Rajender
were brought from Dubai by a
special Government plane.

Investigations here have indi-
cated that Ansari has links with
the Pakistan-based militant,
Omar Sheikh, who has been im-
plicated in three major terrorist
incidents targeting the U.S. and
India. Sheikh, with whom Ansa-
ri came into contact in New
Delhi’s Tihar jail, is in the lime-
light for allegedly mastermind-
ing the kidnapping of the
American journalist, Daniel
Pearl, in Karachi. He is linked to
the hijacking of the Indian Air-
lines plane, IC-814, to Kanda-
har, in 1999. And investigations
are on for determining Sheikh’s
nexus with the September 11 at-
tack on the World Trade Center.

Authorities are also probing
whether part of the ransom ob-

Aftab Ansarl, main accused in the Kolkata shooting case,
being taken to the CBI headquarters in New Delhi-
on Saturday. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

tained from the kidnapping of a
Kolkata shoe baron in July last,
in which Ansari was allegedly

involved, was passed on to Mo-
hammad Atta — who led the
WTC attack — through Sheikh.

attack 7. -

New Delhi is likely to phare the
information with the ¥BL

Pointing to his Pakistiani links,
the Secretary (East) in the Min-
istry of External Affairs, R. M.
Abhayankar, said Ansari was
apprehended by the UAE au-
thorities while trying to leave for
Pakistan on January 23. Ansari
was travelling on a Pakistani
passport.

Praising the UAE Govern-
ment for its “exceptional coop-
eration,” he said the authorities
in Abu Dhabi had set an exam-
ple for Pakistan to emulate with
respect to the list of 20 wanted
terrorists handed over to Isla-
mabad. To a query, he said the
deportation had not taken place
by invoking the extradition tre‘ag
ty between India and the U.
— it was the result of a political
decision by the UAE authorities.

The External Affairs Minister,
Jaswant Singh, thanking the
UAE’s Defence Minister, Sheikh
Mohammad bin Rashid, for his
“exceptional gesture,” said the
decision was in line with the
U.N. Security Council resolu-
tion 1373 which urged all the
countries to root out terrorism
from their soil.

Sources here said if Ansari’s
links with international terror-
ism were established, it was
likely to deepen Indo-U.S.
cooperation in countering ter-
rorism and enhance the pres-
sure on Pakistan to act on
India’s list of 20 fugitives.
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 8

SAYING IT was innocent of the
reported efforts to acquire nu-
clear submarines, India on Fri-
day reached an agreement with
Russia for the procurement of the
44,000-tonne Kiev class aircraft
carrier, Admiral Gorshkov, and

the lease of four Tupolev-22 su- -

personic nuclear bombers and
maritime reconnaissance air-
craft. Contracts are likely to be
signed by summer.

The agreement was reached af- ‘

ter three days of hard bargaining
at the second meeting of the In-
dia-Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Military-Techni-
cal Cooperation in New Delhi that
began on Wednesday. The Rus-
sians had offered various defence
items in a package deal. Four pro-
tocols on defence cooperation
were signed by the two sides.
While Defence  Minister
George Fernandes claimed that
“there is no nuclear submarine",

~ Russian Deputy Prime Minister

Ilya Klebanov asserted that "nu-
clear submarines had not been
discussed" and that he was "not
prepared to address any ques-
tions on the subject".

"Allow me not to name the
projects and programmes on our
agenda. The most important
thing is that we have embarked
on joint development of hi-tech
defence projects.

"We shall work on an absolute-
ly equal basis in the interest of
our armed forces and keeping in
mind foreign markets," Klebanov

" told mediapersons after the con-

clusion of the meeting of the In-
ter-Governmental Commission,
which he co-chairs along with
Fernandes.

Klebanov said the concept pa-

" per for the joint development of
a fifth generation fighfer aircraft
would ‘be presented to India
soon.

The agreements reached pro-
vide for setting up on priority
medium refit and upgrade facili-
ties for 877 EKM submarines in
India, cooperation in satellite
global surveillance systems and
speeding up the supply of T-90
Main Battle Tanks to India. The
two sides also agreed on the sup-
ply of Krasnapol terminally-
guided munitions (TGMs) and
laser designators to India.

Fernandes disclosed that field
trials of the SMERCH multi-bar-
rel rocket launchers would be
held in May. The SMERCH sys-
tem is expected to give more
teeth to the Indian artillery.

Justifying the acquisition of
Admiral Gorshkov and the TU-
22 strategic bombers for the In-
dian Navy, Fernandes said, "Giv-
en the responsibility we have in
the seas around us, it will be
very necessary to have' these
platforms.”

While Kiebanov asserted that
"eontracts were likely to be
signed by summer", Fernandes
declined to put a time frame for
the induction of these platforms.
"Technical discussions have
been completed, and price nego-
tiations is what needs to be done.

We shall be on the job soon. How "~

much time it will take thereafter
is difficult to forecast," he said.

The four protocols signed are:
Protocol on the Joint Working
Group on Ship Building, Avia-
tion and Land Systems, Protocol
on Krasnapol TGMs, Protocol on
Military-Technical Cooperation,
and the omnibus Protocol on the
Inter-Governmental Commis-
sion on Military-Technical Co-
operation.

& Russia sink
talk, ink pact

I(rasnapol deal
through despite
CAG objections

Vishal Thapar
New Delhi, February 8

OVERLOOKING OBJECTIONS
of the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG), the Ministry of
Defence today signed a contract
with Russia for purchase of
Krasnapol Terminally Guided
Munitions (TGMs).

The Army has confirmed that
Krasnapol munitions were able
to engage only 25 to 30 per cent of
targets in the Kargil sector dur- J
ing field trials.

The CAG, in his Review of Pro-
curements for Operation Vijay
(Kargil), had said that the Min-
istry of Defence had used war as
an excuse to “push through” its
earlier contract with KBP Tula,
Russia, for the purchase of 1,000
Krasnapol TGMs and 10 laser
designators at a cost of Rs 151
crore in August 1999.

‘These projectiles were being
considered by the Army even be-
fore the Kargil War: The CAG ob-
served that the condition for fur-
ther trial was imposed in the
contract as the usefulness of
Krasnapol had “not been estab-
lished in trials held in February-
March 1999,

Krasnapol was found suffer-
ing from limitations of range,
angle and precision in high-alti-
tude areas, where laser-guided

munitions are most crucially
required. //“
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favy in Defence-
review with«”
US officers 71>

- Vel
HT Correspondent ’NY\/
Chennai, February GJ‘} 2}
MILITARY CO-OPERATION be-
tween India and the US touched
a new high today when top offi-
cers of the Indian and US navies
reviewed several defence issues,
including joint combat against
terrorism and sharing of Intelli-
gence. ‘

The dialogue was conducted
between Deputy Chief of Naval
Staff, Vice Admiral SV
Gopalachary, and Commander of
the US Seventh Fleet, Vice Ad-
miral James Wallace Metzger,
on board the flagship Blue
Ridge, which docked in Chennai
yesterday. The meeting is part of
the series of interactions be-
tween the Seventh Fleet staff
and Indian military and civilian
officials on regional issues of
concern and combined naval ex-
ercises.

Adm. Metzger, who arrived in
India ahead of the flagship and
held the first round of talks with
officials in Delhi, held a prelimi-
nary 90-minute meeting with
Vice Admiral Gopalachary here
yesterday.

The Admiral said the meeting
went off very well. He said the
two countries could learn a lot
from each other on ways to fight
terrorism.

On the bomb attack on USS
Cole at Aden, he said that shar-
ing of Intelligence and knowl-
edge could have helped avert the
attack.

This is the fifth time in a year
that a US naval ship has visited
India.
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“Nato invites Na

, e ot

Srinjoy Chowdhury in New Delhi = /™Y

QA )
Feb. 5, — For the first time sincg the Pokhran nuclear blasts in May
1998, Indian armed forces’ officars have been invited to participate
in an exercise by the North Atlartic Treaty Organisation as ‘obser-
vers’.

Two Indian Naval officers have been invited to participate in the
exercise in the Baltic Sea in northern Europe between 1 and 15
March. Exercise Strong Resolve will see Nato in a peace-keeping
operation, involving the sea and the coastline. Besides the USA and
Britain, Poland, Italy, Spain and Portugal are directly participating,
along with Turkey, Norway and France.

Both the Indian Naval officers are likely to be middle-level offi-
cers, possibly commanders (majors) and one of them will be on the
command headquarters of the exercise, a Royal Navy frigate. The
other officer will be on a frigate too.

The Navy is likely to accept the invitation, top officials confirmed.
Top Indian officers of the Army and Navy are already working on fu-
ture ties, including joint exercises.

The invitation is considered very significant as it is a recognition
of India’s position by the world’s most powerful military alliance.
The exercise in question is not even in India’s area of influence - the
Indian Ocean, but in Europe. Military-to-military ties between India
and the Western countries, chiefly the USA and Britain, are still im-
proving after the frost that began since the 1998 Pokhran nuclear
blasts. The improvements came specially after the 11 September at-

tack on America. |
e
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radar at
work on
bor;()lo?evg;/

FROM SUJAN DUTTA

New Delhi, Feb. 3: An Israeli
electronic surveillance system
that tracks missiles was de-
ployed on the quiet along the
Line of Control since the Pak-
istani troops build-up began in
end-October.

The system possibly gave
crucial inputs to the Indian de-
fence establishment before it
fully deployed its army on the
borders and put all three servic-
es on operational alert.

The Israeli Green Pine radar
system is being negotiated for
purchase by India since last
year. But even before a formal
seal on the agreement to acquire
Green Pine has been signed and
announced, India used the sys-
tem in its “trip-wire” deploy-
ment since the Pakistani army
conducted its exercise “Opera-
tjion Khabardar” in end-October.

- The system is said to be
under “evaluation”, Official
soufces neither confirm nor
deny it has been used and that
it continues to be in operation.
The system was installed —
it is possible more than one
radar was put into use — with
the help of technical experts
from Israel who were in Kash-
mir for a short duration. It is un-
derstood they have since left.

The Green Pine is a ground-
based radar system made by Is-
rael’s Elta company. It is said to
be capable of tracking a missile
for 400 km and is normally used
in conjunction with the Arrow
anti-missile missile. Arrow is
also made by the Israelis and,
combined with the Green Pine
all-weather radar, it forms an
umbrella of protection against
enemy missiles.

In the India-Pakistan
context, the system is assessed to
be of great strategic value to
New Delhi because of the inputs
it might be capable of giving on
Pakistani tactical installations
close to India, including at least
one of its nuclear facilities at
Kahuta and Sargodha.

It is possible that the Green
Pine radar actually entered ser-
vice in India even before Octo-
ber. A report in the Israeli daily
Haaretz on March 20 last year
said India had been supplied
parts of the sophisticated radar
system Green Pine.

India and Israel generally
play down their military ties
for diplomatic reasons, chief
among them being the resent-
ment that might be caused in
the Arab world. Last month, the
US, too, frowned on Indian
efforts to acquire the Israeli
Phalcon airborne early warning
systems.

Aside from buying military
equipment, India may have act-
ed as a testing pad for Israeli we-
apon systems. As part of this, an
Israeli Navy Dolphin submarine
came up to Balasore to test-fire
an anti-missile missile. The Pol-

phins are believed to be ed
with nuclear missileya
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~American combat

systems for India’, '»/

Vishal Thapar
New Delhi, February 3q ‘h

v
" OVERCOMING FIVE decades of

mutual suspicion, India is
poised to receive for the first
time combat systems from the
USA, soon.

The Hindustan Times has
learnt that the US Departments
of State and Defence have
cleared the sale of P3 Orion mul-
ti-mission maritime aircraft,
along with Harpoon anti-ship
missiles, and the Sea Hawk heli-
copters among 21 military sys-
tems to India.

Licences for the sale of the 21
items are now awaiting notifica-
tion by the US Congress. These
items include weapon locating
radars, aircraft engines and sub-
marine rescue facilities. Ob-
servers say this marks a water-
shed in Indo-US relationship. Sc¢
far, the US has sold India only two
squadrons of C-119 Packet trans-
port aircraft in the early 1950s, six
two-seater Bel G3 casualty evacu-
ation helicopter and four Siko-
rsky S55 helicopters around 1958.

But the 1958 US-Pakistan al-

Troops movement cost

AROUND 3,500 people have
been displaced and standing
crops and fodder worth crores
lost due to movement of troops
in Bikaner district, according
to a report by the district ad-
ministration. The State Gov-
ernment will take up the mat-
ter with the defence ministry
for compensation to the dis-
placed persons.

. PTI, Bikaner

liance under the Cold War back-
drop stopped even the transfer of
non-lethal defence equipment to
India. Between 1954 and 1958, the
US revamped the Pakistan mili-
tary. Pakistan got the US F-104 -
then among the only three super-
sonic fighter aircraft in the world
along with the British Lighten-
ing and the Soviet MiG-21 - and
the F-86 Sabrejets by 1956.

India was forced to buy the
Mystere jets from France and
the Hunters from Britain as a
counter-balance in 1957 and 1958.
The US gave Pakistan the B-57

bombers, and India shopped for
the Canberra in Britain.

The 1962 Chinese aggression
exposed India’s military weak-
nesses. India now looked to the
US for help. But the US provided
India only with small arms,
warm clothing, radio seéts, radar
equipment and air support by
deploying two squadrons of the
C-130 Hercules heavy lift mili-
tary transport aircraft at the
Palam base in 1963.

The US linked military assis-
tance to concessions on Kashmir.
India resisted, and by 1964
stopped aid. An embargo was
clamped following the 1965 War.
The US denial, and simultaneous
equipping of Pakistan, pushed
India to the Soviets, which in-
creased the estrangement.

A 1984 MoU on transfer of
high technology aimed at im-
proving the relationship. Much
of these requirements are
maturing now. Ties have been
looking up since 1996, and sur-
vived India’s 1998 nuclear
tests. The litmus, say experts, is

in the state of the Defence sales
relationship.
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Motive: Delhi, Kolkata disagree again,

B Accused says target was US: Home MinistrJy/ Ml No such stat??ent: Kolkata cops

AJAY SURI & | \
SABYASACHI BANDOPADHYAY Q\ (, /
NEW DELHI, KOLKATA, FEB 3 \

nvolved with the interroga-
tion, also denied that Nasir
had made any such claims.

ONCE again, New Delhi
and Kolkata have two con-
trasting versions of the same
story: the interrogation of Ja-
maluddin Nasir who was ar-
rested on January 29 in con-
nection with the attack on the
American Center.

Nasir, remanded to police
custody till February 13, has
been accused of providing
shelter to the attackers.

Today the Union Home
Ministry claimed that Nasir
has said—during his interro-
gation by a joint team of the
Kolkata police and the Delhi
police—that the strike was
aimed specifically at US in-
terests in India.

And that although Dubai-
based Aftab Ansari (alias

y

-~

o s orone A V

TERRORISM

Farhan Malik) was the mas-
termind, the Lashkar-e-Toiba
was ‘“‘actively” involved as
well.

In Kolkata, however, the
police reacted angrily.

Additional Commissioner
of Police in charge of the De-

- 'y = =W g

tective Department Damodar
Sarangi told The Indian Ex-
press: “I have no information
that Nasir said this. I don’t
know what New Delhi is say-
ing but Nasir didn’t say any-
thing like this.”

A senior officer, closely

But the Home Ministry
claimed that Nasir confessed
to having been “fully
trained” by Pakistan in ter-
rorist activities. He was
then shifted to Kathmandu
early last year, and from
there is said to have arrived
in India.

Home Ministry officials
say that according to Nasir’s
confessional statement, Za-
hid (one of the two accused
who was killed by the police
in Hazaribagh) had told
Nasir that they wanted to
strike at the Bhawani |
Bhawan, the .office of the
CID in Kolkata. But the tar-
get was “changed” after Ma-
lik called up from Dubai ask-
ing them to zero in on th#y
American Center. '

NDIAN EXPRESS




“CVC report: Poll loglc gmdes govt

Saniav angh in Naw Delhi ,

Feb. 3. - The Central Vigilance Com-
missioner’s report on defence deals is
a potential double-edged weapon.
The government would prefer to sit
over it till the Assembly polls in four
states are over and the political mood
of the electorate is clear, sources said.
But the government’s pretext was that
the report was a classified secret docu-
ment, said sources.

The CVC report could well be a ‘tool’
in the post-poll scenario. The govern-
ment might need to depend on the
Opposition if the ruling coalitions bite
dust in polls. Even if the results are
favourable, the government might re-
lease the report — only to embarrass
the Opposition.

Sources said the government was us-
ing its discretion not to place the re-
port before the Parliamentary Ac-
counts Committee headed by Mr ND
Tiwari due to other considerations.

The government, the defence minis-
ter in particular, had nothing to fear
about the report’s contents.

Mr George Fernandes had asked the
CVC in February last to inquire into
over 70 defence deals clinched since
1989 and directed a special audit by the
Comptroller and Auditor-General on
major purchases made by the defence
ministry.

The purchases during Mr Fernandes’
tenure pertained to the Kargil conflict.
The political dust it raised is history.

Other - major. defence deals under
scrutiny belonged to the PV Narasim-
ha Rao government. Mr Sharad Pawar

é'as then the defence mi te}./

The Narashimha Rao government
in 1993 entered into a deal with a
Bulgarian firm, Teraton, to purchase
1,00,000 AK-47s for fighting terrorists
in Jammu and Kashmir. Then
considered to be biggest contract after
Bofors, it was flawed on many counts,
including the manner in which it was
signed.

The biggest ever deal of Rs 6700
crores to procure Sukhoi fighter
aircraft was initiated during the
Congress regime but was settled
during the United Front government,
with Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav as the
defence minister.

Making public the CVC’s findings
on some of those deals could in fact

help the government tugrrthe tables
on the Opposition. '
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/ India set

to get 2

Russian n-submari

By Sandeep Dikshit 1/\9 /.‘.

NEW DELHI, FEB. 2. The coming
visit of the Russian Deputy
Prime Minister, Ilya Klebanov,
is likely to see the finalisation of
an agreement to lease two Rus-
sian nuclear submarines, ac-
cording to Government sources .~
here. 2/ N

The $ubmarines would help
India counterbalance the grow-
ing Chinese influence in the In-
dian Ocean and the Bay of
Bengal and also give teeth to the
Indian Navy in the Arabian Sea.
The submarines could partly
answer India’s search for a
“second strike” nuclear capa-
bility.

If the deal goes through as
planned, the submarines may
arrive at the Indian ports by
2004 when the design for an in-
digenous nuclear-powered sub-
marine, the Advance
Technology Vessel (ATV), is also
expected to be finalised.

Russia already has 14 such si-
lent multi-role submarines and
the funds from this deal are ex-
pected to finance its ongoing
work on the fourth generation
submarines codenamed Project
885.

Sources said the deal did not
violate any nuclear or missile
control regimes. However, in
deference to the Missile Tech-

nology Contfol Regime, Russia
is likely to repldce the subma-
rines’ 3,000-kmp-range cruise
missiles with shorter version
300-km-range missiles.

Although the observations by
the Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, and reports from
Russia had suggested that the
aircraft-carrier Admiral Gorsh-
kov could be the first major In-"
do- Russian deal for naval
assets, sources indicated that -
the agreement for leasing nu-
clear submarines appeared
closer to realisation.

Mr. Klebanov is arriving on
Tuesday for scheduled meet-
ings of the Indo-Russian joint
working group on military and
technical JWG-MT) coopera-
tion. A non-military component
of his transaction will be his in-
terface with the Finance Minis-
ter, Yashwant Sinha.

His visit is likely to see the
signing of a protocol on military
hardware in which an indicative
list of items sought by India will
be presented.

This protocol will be preced-
ed by meetings of the two sub-
groups on JWG-MT headed on
the Indian side by the Defence
Secretary, Yogendra Narair
and the Additional Secretary
(Defence Production and Sup-
plies), Dhirendra Singh.

o
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2/13, our equivalent ‘of

America’s 9/11, was un-

questionably the most

audacious - act of
terrorism on Indian soil to date.
Pakistan might be the villain of
the piece but it would be
educative for us to “turn the
searchlight inwards” as the
saying goes, and examine what
the flaws are in our governance
system that the terrorists so
gainfully exploited particularly
after the Red Fort attack in
2000.

For starters, o terrorist act of
the magnitude of 12/13 can suc-
ceed unless it has what is known
in counter-terrorism doctrine as
“logistic backup from within the
target area”.

In other words, the terrorists involved must have been
given adequate sanctuary and material support locally,

insincerity \n tackling the poli-
tician-criminal nexus is evident
from the way the Vohra Commi-
ssion report on the subject has
been proscribed.

Third, two fresh Central
ministerial appointments are
essential ~ a Cabinet status
minister for Intelligence, and a
minister of state for security.
The former will be accountabie
to Parliament for all matters re-
lated to Intelligence; it is doubt-
ful whether any country can beat
ours in mismanaging Intelli-
gence.

The minister of security will
be responsible for overseeing
security in all the states at the
macro-level. A corresponding
minister of security
appointment is necessary in the states, too, and here
Intelligence can also be assigned to this incumbent. The
minister of security’s prime charter will be to direct the

- JKDUTT analyses
the flaws in our governance
$ystem that have given
terrorists a free run, by turning
the searchlight inwards. The
fundamental flaw is in our
Constitution which permits
people with criminal links to
enter the nation’s
administration

We have been flouting this unabashedly as seen by
several of our Prime Ministers talking to such characters
abroad. This is pure infra dig. Talks of this nature never
bear fruit, witness Nepal’s predicament.

A Rand Corporation study conducted sometime back on
the psyche of terrorist leaders covering Carlos, the Baader-
Meinhoff second string, luminaries of Hamas, and LTTE
rank-holders has brought out a straight cut behavioural
science inhesion: a terrorist chief invariably desires to
remain in the limelight, more so with the media. This is
only feasible as long as he is the centrepiece of an ongoing
problem. His importance fades when he signs and abides by
a peace accord.

Thus, no peace overtures will ever get anywhere in the
long run. A terrorist redeems on but one clincher, the
bullet.

Lastly, with the conclusion of the operations in

- India’s tryst with terrorism

| Afghanistan, it is to be expected that a large number of the

Al-Qaida mercenaries will be directed into Kashmir and
beyond by Pakistan. In fact, this is already going on. The
route cause of this scourge is the brewing Kashmir
problem. '

It would be prudent for both India and Pakistan to solve
the problem by the simple method of converting the Line

such assistance usually being afforded via a VIP politician
who is bought off by organisations like the ISL. Without this
backup, no big league terrorist act is possible.

Therefore, as a first step, our inquiry should focus on
tracing those high-level personae who provided succour to
these terrorists. Catching the small fry as we are wont, will
not amount to much. As an analogy, a Cabinet-ranking
minister of the Uttar Pradesh government was removed by
the chief minister recently because he harboured a gang of
kidnappers along with their victim. There was also an
earlier case in New Delhi where a Union minister, now
dead, was similarly charged when he allowed some
niembers of the Dawood Ibrahim outfit to use a public
sector guesthouse in his domain.

Actually, the fundamental flaw is in our Constitution
which blandly permits people with criminal links to enter
the nation’s administration. In no civilised country is a
behind-the-bars historysheeter encouraged to stand for
elections and win in the process!

Hence, the second step is to amend the Constitution in
so stringent a fashion as to summarily debar any individual
with the slightest of links of this kind. It would be wholly
appropriate for the current Constitution Review
Committee to go into this aspect in great depth. Our

of Control into a formal international border. Reference to
the Shimla discussions of 1972 are pertinent in this context
and must be rejuvenated. '

It would behove the intelligentsia plus media movers and
shakers of both countries to exert pressure on their
respective governments towards this end.

A worthy proposition is to invoke a third-party
roundtable on the lines of Rambouillet for deliberations.

This will strengthen the hands of New Delhi and
Islamabad. Ideally, such a roundtable should comprise
(besides India and Pakistan) Australia, China, Russia, the
European Union, the Organisation of Islamic Conference,
Canada, the USA, the African Union, and some per-
sonalitics like Nelson Mandela, Kofi Annan and Michael
Moore.

Officially classifying the Indo-Pak boundary in terms of
international norms should not be difficult since a codified
delineation already exists on the ground.

Such classification will help sanitise the border which in
turn will contain trans-border terrorism as well as induce
stability on the sub-continent.

(The author is Lieutenant-Colonel, retired, Ind%y )

physical constituents of security to include training and
deployment of personnel, weapons system and individual
protection gear, barrier control, route management,
communication networks of all types, monitoring of
activities, and provisioning of modern equipment. 12/13
clearly showed the failure of all these.

Fourth, in Kashmir proper one specific step is urgently
required to make cross-border terrorism really expensive
for Pakistan. We need to create a three-four kilometre
deep barrier on our side of the border from Point NJ 9842
to Samba and seed this with a plethora of anti-terrorist
hardware like mines, improvised explosive devices, booby
traps, poisoned concertina barbed wire, registered artillery
and mortar targets, machine gun sweeps and trip flares,
which should be complemented with first-rate surveillance
systems.

Similar arrangements are also required for the
Bangladesh border. Affected villages have to be relocated
elsewhere. Fifth, relevant tenets from universally accepted
counter-terrorism doctrines have to be ingrained among all
our leadership cadres.

A golden tenet of this doctrine is, “Do not negotiate with
terrorists just liquidate them.”

A Border Security Force officer lays a wreath on the coffin of a
colleague killed by militants on the outskirts of Srinagar, in
Ahmadnagar, on Wednesday. ~ AP/PTI



NA’EIONAL SECURITY

SRS

f the terrorist attack on Parliament on
113 December 2001 is to be a real

though late wake-up call in the
national interest for MPs and MLAs of
all parties, they should perform and be-
have with better discipline inside legis-
latures, if they expect security to be
enhanced outside. Seven security guards,
who paid with their lives for the security
of MPs should be on their conscience.
The public now demands a realistic, posi-
" tive change.

_Politicians have directly and indirectly
*wm responsible for the gigantic econo-
"mic haemorrhage of more than Rs
500,000 crores - by way of PSU losses (Rs
40,000 crores) and unproductive capital
assets (Rs 240,000 crores), non-merit
centre and state subsidies (Rs 211,653
crores) and inefficient cost over-runs of
public projects (Rs 42,000 crores). For all

this there is virtually no concern and -

-accountability by MPs and MLAs. A frac-
tion or one-tenth of this wastage could

‘have doubled the average defence budget  |F2

of recent years of Rs 30,000 to Rs 40,000
crores. Its denial has led to decades of
delay in light training aircraft with huge
costs in precious lives of pilots and high-
cost fighter aircraft; and inadequate and
sophisticated high-altitude equipment
and clothing for soldiers suffering and
dying in places like Siachen.

Neglect

The defence budget was dismissed by
Parliament in less than 10 minutes with-
out care, concern and sound debate. No
passionate descents into the wells of the
house for these! This itself shows a crimi-
nal neglect of India’s central security
needs by all parties, apart from the neg-
lect of India’s crushing economic haemo-
rrhage. All this demands responsible be-
haviour by MPs and MLAs if they wish to
demonstrate to the people of India their
serious patriotic concern for India’s
security in all aspects — military, police,
intelligence and economic.

First, MPs must give close attention to
defence budgets, debate all defence
issues in depth and ensure that all India’s
security resource needs are met, espe-

The author is formerly of the Indian Civil
Service.
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MPs And MLAs Should Set An Example

By AD MODDIE

cially before their own prompt increases
in emoluments and perks. There is not a
single member of Parliament who is a
recognised defence/security expert. Nor
any in any state assembly even on inter-
nal security matters, In all legislatures,
there should be specialised committees
on all security matters, appropriate to
Parliament and the states.

Instead of near-terrorist and dys-
functional behaviour inside legislatures,
legislators of Parliament and states

Why has Parliament also not passed
the Money Laundering Bill, when it is
common knowledge worldwide that mo-
ney laundering has been responsible for
organised crime, narco-terrorism, soft-
ware counterfeiting, violation of intelle-
ctual property rights and criminal inter-
nal and external financial counter-sys-
tems used by merchants of terror. Money
laundering not only directly helps
“jehadi” and non-jehadi terrorists, it
debilitates the total security systems of

should set better examples in (a) the first
national need for security, namely dis-
ciplined behaviour, and (b) their pro-
ductive work for which they are paid and
cost the public of India hundreds of
crores.

Wastage

Just three examples of enormous
wastage of time in petty, disruptive op-
portunist politics. Why has Parliament
failed to pass the financial responsibility
Bill to stop India’s gigantic economic
haemorrhage of over Rs 500,000 crores,
and so starving India’s vital security
needs?

nations, including financial institutions,
global finance, and governments.

Pakistan’s inflow from Afghan narco-
terrorism has been estimated at about
$12 billion, when its foreign exchange
reserves are less than a -tenth of that
figure, and far less than its export
earnings. It is this which has been the fuel
for cross-border terrorism in J&K for the
last decade. Why has Parliament slept for
13 years after passing the Benami Trans-
action Prohibition Act in 1988, with no
rules for confiscation of property? Yet,
our MPs are asleep on all such bills
critical to the resources and security of
India.

Vo s

Parljament and state assemblies need
greater credibility on their
for India’s total security by more
disciplined and productive behaviour.
Having ignored indisciplined, low pro-
ductivity for 50 years, in an economy
supposed to be dedicated primarily to
economic development; they should,
like good professional institutions, give
themselves high productivity standards
initiated by the speakers and leaders
of all parties in the following ways: atten-
dance ratios every day of all legislators
of all parties and independents, not just
fraudulent attendance signatures which
should be open to the media for scru-
tiny; recording the number of hours/
days with no quorum; the productivity
performance every week in number and
names of bills processed and passed;
the work output of select committees
every month and in every session;
strict disciplined conformity to security
check regulations with no exhibition of
VIP egos with security staff, now at
last recognised by all as undermining
the psychology of the very security staff
who sacrificed their lives on 13 Decem-
ber to keep MPs alive; and no subletting
of official quarters of MPs and MLAs,
especially without proper security
checks. :

Policies

In addition, MPs and MLAs of all
parties should ensure that central and
state governments have strong security
policies and mechanisms actually func-
tioning. Since India’s security strategies
are not confined to military, police and
secretariat aspects, there should be clear
and effective national strategies for food
and nutrition security, for the human
development index security, for power
security, for telecom security, and' for
specific security measures beyond legis-
latures and VIP residences at critical nu-
clear and oil installations, stock exchan-
ges, scientific research institutions,
cities, airports and ports.

MPs and MLAs should set a national
example in all aspects of security if they
are to regain national credibility. The
media, both. English and vernacular,
should act as the public’s watchdog j
follow-up of such measures.




_Five killed as Ar
- major infilt

ged and asked to surrender.

Kavita Suri in Rajouri

Jan. 31. — Contradicting Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf’s claims
to denounce terrorism, the _
Indian Army killed five 3
terrorists on Wednesday
morning in Rajouri’s Keri
sub-sector. This is the first §
major infiltration bid to be
foiled after the Pakistani
President’s much-hyped P
and “historic” speech. '
The infiltration of these
five terrorists into Indian
territory and their subse-
quent. killing clearly indi-
cates that Pakistan has not
stcpped pushing ultras .
! The Army had also flown
in a group of mediapersons
in an Air Force helicopter
to  Rajouri yesterday
afternoon to show them
the bodies of the terrorists.
“There is conclusive in-
volvement of Pakistan in
aiding and abetting infilt-
ration in this region after
Gen Musharraf’s speech
thus contradicting his well-
publicised stand of deno-
uncing and
He told mediapersons that
five terrorists were intercepted
by a patrol party near Nagoon
Heights at 6 p.m. the previous
evening. The group was challe-

owever, they fired on the
security forces. In the ensuing
retaliatory fire, one terrorist was
killed in the night. “Early in the

Bodies of the five militants killed. — AP/PT!I

morning, we killed another two

of them when they tried to break
our cordon. Soon after at 7 a.m,
we killed the remaining two,”
said the brigadier.

There were many indications

my foils

ration bid
b d QT

S0 % Matin ]

that the militants had'infiltrated
into Indian territory just the
previous night.
The killing of these five

terrorists after Gen Musharraf’s

speech on 12 January
| proves that Pakistan is not
| sincere in its promises that
were made by its military
) ruler, the brigadier said.
“There is a great deal of
| duplicity. They speak so-
mething and do some-
thing,” he said adding Pa-
kistan, has in no way, stop-
ped aiding and abetting
R infiltration into J&K.
4 Pakistani troops today
resorted to heavy shelling
in J&K’s Rajouri and
Poonch districts causing”
g damage to civilian pro-
§ perty, but there was no loss
of life, a defence spokes-
man said in Jammu.

Five people, including a
. special police officer and a
W constable of the state Intel-

B ligence, were killed while
| security forces averted a
tragedy in the Kashmir
valley overnight, UNI adds
from  Srinagar.  Four
people, including three children,
were killed and five injured
when unidentified militants
triggered an IED at the local bus
stand in Reasi district this eve-
ning, about 80 km from Jammu.



e lg/mg minefields claim

e

\ Army’s own men |

Srimoy Ghowd&nry n ﬁew Belht

Jan. 30. — The Indian Army has suffered serious
losses in land-mine explosions since the deploy-

" ment on the India-Pakistan International Border
and the Line of Control began a month ago.

One officer, seven junior commissioned offi-
cers and 44 jawans were killed in the blasts and
about 80 others, including one officer, injured.
The casualties took place while the mines were be-
ing laid and also later. Inadequate training and
faulty mine fuses have been blamed. There have
been a number of accidents as well, a top official
said. In one case, a dog tripped a wire leading to
the explosion of a fragmentation anti-personnel
mine. A young officer, hit in the back, died.

Largely, two kinds of anti-personnel mines were
laid — blast and fragmentation mines. The latter
releases shards of metal with great force. Anyone
within 30 metres is likely to be virtually shredded.

Approximately 350-400 mines, anti-personnel and
anti-tank, per square kin have been laid along the
border, from Gujarat to Jammu and Kashmir.
Clearly, lakhs and lakhs of mines have been laid.
Minefields are considered defensive measures;

troops are usually deployed behind them during
war. It makes the enemy’s task of entering Indian
territory more difficult as it has to negotiate the
minefields first and then attack dug-in forces. Some
anti-personnel mines cannot be detected by mine-
detectors as they lack metal elements in them. India
has signed an international treaty that disallows
such mines in four-five years, but many have been
laid recently. Officials have detailed maps of such
mine-laying. In some cases, mines have been laid in
the fields of local villagers who are being compen-
sated. Mines can also help to check infiltration of
militants.

Anti-tank mine blasts are considered especially
dangerous as they are much more powerful. A tank
-~ weighing 40 tons or so — has to be disabled.
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Lashkal

Times News Network
HAZARIBAGH\WNEW DELHI:
Kolkata police deputy commis-
sioner Soumen Mitra on Tuesday
said the two terrorists killed in
Monday’s encounter at
Hazaribagh were members of the
Pakistan-based militant outfit
Lashkar-e-Toiba. Mr Mitra, who is
heading the special team investi-
gating the case, confirmed that the
two were involved in the Kolkata
American Center attack.

Mr Mitra told the Times News
Network that one of the terrorists,
Mohammed Idris alias Zahid, could
be identified because of a deformi-
ty in his left leg. The identification
mark tallied with the information

hthe Kolkata police had on Idris.
: Denying that the death of the
two men would affect the probe
into the Kolkata shootout, he said
Idris’ dying declaration would in
fact help the probe considerably as
it had been proved that they were
connected to the Lashkar-e-Toiba.
He added that Idris’ declaration
had also tallied with the statement
k)f an eye-witness in Kolkata.
‘Besides, a Howrah-Gaya railway
ticket dated January 23 has been

3y

their
Kolkata

recovered,
involvement

confirming
in the

. attack,” he said.

Another significant piece of
information gathered by the police
in the process of their probe was
that the terrorists were part of the
team that had abducted Kolkata
shoe magnate Partho Pratik Roy
Burman. The papers seized by the
pohce revealed that the entire

> Terrorists dying declaration will
help probe: police

* {B clalms credit for providing
leads

= Kolkata killers got driving
licences at Biharsharif

operation had been directed from
Dubai and Pakistan at the instance
of Aftab Ahmed Ansari.

Mr Mitra also claimed that the
police had information that besides
the two men who had been gunned
down, four others were in
Hazaribagh but had managed to
escape just before Monday’s oper-
ation. He said a hunt was on to nab
them. Declining to give any more

ered&uiwmsvwne

9 0 €Y - L/La/~

ilitants, say

pohce

details on the extremists, Mr Mitra
said his department was exchang-
ing information with its Kolkata
and Delhi counterparts, and com-
bined efforts were on to arrest
those involved in the American
Center shootout.

Earlier, M.S. Upadhye, DCP
(crime), told this newspaper that
the terrorists might have entered
India either through Nepal or
Bangladesh. According to him, the
extremists had got acquainted with
the locals after posing as business-
men and leather goods whole-
salers.

At New Delhi, Intelligence
Bureau officials on Monday said
the killing of the two terrorists in
Hazaribagh was the end result of a

robe being carried out since
October into the activities of sever-
al criminals working for the ISI and
having links with outfits like the

Jaish-e-Mohammad and the
Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Islami.
Intelligence  reports  have

revealed that two of the terrorists .
involved in the Kolkata shootout,
Mohammed 1dris and Ibrahim
Shah, had secured their driving
licences from Biharsharif. /
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(Continued frokn page 1)

The CID has confirmed that Idris
shot at Mr Partha Roy Burman
before abducting him. The sketch of
the man who attacked Burman is
identical  with Idris’s  face,
photographed after his death in
yesterday’s encounter.

Investigators said the motorcycle
used in last Tuesday’s incident had a
fake number plate at the time of the
attack. From Intelligence reports,
they identified the owner of the
motorcycle and detained him.

It was learnt that the chief
secretary had reportedly asked the
commissioner of police to take
“action” against the seven constables
who took shelter inside the police van
instead of firing back. However, no
action has been taken because it

might affect the morale of the force.

Mr  Banibrata Basu, DC
(headquarters), said: “ Kolkata Police
is carrying out special operations to
identify the modus operandi of !
militant outfits.” They are forming
“loose groups” to execute their plans.

According to IB officials, terrorists
who fired at policemen outside the
American Center were in touch with
people who are termed as “contact
men.”

The IB has sent a report to the
Centre highlighting the modus
operandi of these groups. It has also
identified some of these groups,
named as Sadakat and Action Group.
Sometimes the members disband to
fiinction as individuals. According to
Intelligence reports, the network of
those who run these groups is based
in Metiabruz, Topsia and Kidderpore.
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_1DRIS AND SALIM BELONGED TO LASHKAR’

Six ultras were
holed up in .~

Hazaribagh: 1B

_Statesman Nows Servics

KOLKATA/PATNA, Jan. 29. —
Six militants, including the city
contact man of those who struck
in front of the American Center,
were holed up inside a house in
Hazaribagh before police cor-
doned it off, the Central Intelli-
gence Bureau said. Four of them
fled while two were killed in
yesterday’s encounter.

In its report, the IB has

* informed the state government
about the presence of six
militants.

\ In Hazaribagh, the DC-DD,
Kolkata Police, Mr Soumen Mi-
tra, who is heading the special
investigation team, today con-
firmed that four terrorists had
fled to Nalanda. Apart from the
unidentified contact man, the ul-
tras included Md Sadaquat, who
drove the motorcyle during the
attack, and two of his associates.

The Hazaribagh SP, Mr DP
Verma, said two teams had been
formed to arrest Sadaquat.

The two Pakistani terrorists,
killed in the encounter with the
police in Hazaribagh yesterday,
were associated with Lashkar-e-
Taiyaba, Mr Mitra said.

The DC-DD said 1dris’s dying
declaration had established hig
link with Lashkar. The declara-
tion tallied with eye-witness ac-
counts of the attack outside the
AmericeyCenter. Even the

identification marks tallied with
the information in possession of
Kolkata Police.

He said the identity of Idris’s
accomplice, Salim, has not been

Afroz remand
‘extended

MUMBAI Jan. 29,
Mumbai’s - additional chlef
metropolitan - magistrate. Mr
VP Tavdte today extended the
remand of Al-Qaida - .
Mohammed Afroz Abdul
Razak fill 12 February. _
He was produced, before
the magistrate amid tight
security. Afroz did not plead
for bail nor was he interested -
in engaging a lawyer —8N§

fully established, but it was
evident that he also belonged to
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba.

Idris’s death would not ham-
per investigation and his state-
ment will facilitate the 1nqu1ry,
he ad(fed He said the terrorists
had Iinks with Nalanda-based
criminals. “They couldn’t have
stayed in Bihar and Jharkhand
without their support.” The seiz-
ure of a Howrah-Gaya train tick-
et dated 23 January. confirmed
their involvement. 5

Police have already identified
the dead as Idris, alias Zaheed,
who was Sadaquat’s pillion rider

and the actual shooter on Tues-
day, and Salim, their associate.
On the day of the incident,
Idris and Sadaquat drove their
motorcycle from the American
_Center to the Shakespeare Sara-
ni-AJC Bose Road crossing
where two of their local contact
men waited with a Maruti Zen.
The two terrorists boarded
the car and were driven away to
an unknown hideout in the city
by one of the contact men. The
other person sped away with the
motorcycle. He accompanied
them out of the city from
Howrah station next morning.

The IB report to the state gov- ‘

ernment says that this contact
man was present at the Hazari-
bagh house yestetday along with
Idris, Sadaquat and three of
their associates, including Salim,
who died in the encounter.

The report says Idris, Sada-
quat, Salim and two others were
Pakistani nationals while the
contact man was from the city.

The IB has also given the po-
lice detailed information about
the identities of the two contact
men — the one present in Ha-

zaribagh and the other who -

drove the assailants from the
Shakespeare Sarani-AJC Bose
Road crossing. At Lalbazar this
evening, senior police officers
were tight-lipped about the de-
tails of the report.

Turn to page3/'
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/T/RRORIST MODULE SMASHED IN JHARKHAN

Two Pakistanis involved

in Kolkata attack kllled

By Our Special Correspondent (‘4‘) \

NEW DELHI, JAN. 28. Nearly a week after the shooting
outside the American Center in Kolkata, in which
four policemen were killed and 20 people injured,
the Centre today claimed that a Pakistan- inspired
terrorist module has been smashed in Hazaribagh in
Jharkhand and two Pakistani nationals killed in a
shootout.

Addressing a press conference here, the Union
Home Secretary, Kamal Pande, said the Jharkhand
police raided a hideout at dawn today and in the
shootout that followed the two — Mohammed Zahid
alias Mohammed Idris and Salim — were seriously
injured. Mr. Pande said that Zahid, in a statement,
admitted that he was a resident of Khanewala district
in Multan, Pakistan, and had opened fire at the po-
licemen guarding the American Center. Salim also
hailed from Pakistan, Both of them died at hogpital,
he said. -0 §

“Further investigations afe bemg carried out but
there is hardly any doubt now about the role of Pa-
kistani nationals and Pak.-based terrorist ‘tan-
zeems', in this case,” Mr. Pande said.

The Home Secretary said a new trend was emerg-
ing in terms of the direct involvement of Pakistani
nationals in terrorist, espionage and subversive ac-
tivities in India.

Apart from the December 13 terrorist strike at the
Parliament House, there have been at least five cases
of subversion and espionage in recent months in
which Pakistani nationals were arrested in the coun-
try, Mr. Pande said. Those arrested admitted during
interrogation that they had been sent to India for
sabotage and terrorism at the behest of Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence, he said.

Putting together the sequence of events after the
January 22 incident, Mr. Pande said the Dubai-based
criminal, Farhan Malik alias Aftab Ahmed Ansari,
had called up the police and two newspaper offices
in Kolkata within a few hours of the shooting and
claimed responsibility. It also became known that
Farhan Malik operated the terrorist module in con-
junction with the Harkat-ul-Jihad Islami (HUJI) and
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), two Pak.-based terrorist
outfits. ‘“Hardly anybody had seen the assailants let-
ting loose a volley of shots early in the morning. The
closed circuit camera footage, provided by the Amer-
ican Center, was also of little use,” he said.

Intelligence agencies, police and security agencies
of various States had been alerted after the attack
and were on the lookout for clues and leads. In-
telligence input from police and other agencies in-
dicated the presence of the terrorist module and
hideout being run by Farhan Malik. Responding to
queries, Mr. Pande said that the Ministry of External
Affairs was in touch with the authorities in United
Arab Emirates after an Interpol red corner notice was
issued against Farhan Malik on January 25.

The Home Ministry would keep a watch on Pakis-
tani nationals overstaying in India. Mr. Pande said
that Pakistani nationals had been arrested recently
from Jaipur, Jodhpur, Hyderabad and Siliguri and all
of them were suspected to have been involved in
activities detrimental to the country’s interests.
“This is a new trend. Earlier, Indian agents were
used for such activities but now Pakistan is sending
its own nationals here,” he said.

K. Balchand reports from Hazaribagh:

Police laid siege to the house where the two terror-
ists had taken shelter and cordoned off the area. The
two refused to surrender and, under the cover of fire,

tried to sneakout through the backdoor. But snipers
foiled/thahétoempt to escape.

The body of Mohammad Idris, who was killed in
an encounter with police at Chirgaon village,
Hazaribagh district, on Monday. — PTI

According to the North Chotanagpur range DIG,
AK. Sinha, Zahid was in possession of the assault
rifle he used in the Kolkata incident.

Police also found a railway ticket which Zahid
used to travel from Howrah to Gaya in Bihar on
January 23, a day after the incident.

According to Mr. Sinha, the two were staying at the
hired house. for over four months and had also pro-
cured a consumer card of a gas agency in Hazaribagh
and a Maruti Zen car with a West Bengal registration
number.

The DIG did not rule out the possibility of the
involvement of more terrorists with ISI links in the
Kolkata incident.

Two held

The Nalanda police arrested two more persons in
connection with the issuance of a fake passport to
Farhan Malik.

The Nalanda SP, Amit Lodha, questioned the then
DSP, Z. Ahmed, on the basis of the statement of a
retired sub- inspector, Ram Raj Ram, who was taken
into custody on Sunday.

Those arrested today were a |
filed the affidavit, and th
Suresh Prasad.

er, D. Singh, who
otary Public Officer,
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The successfldl test-firing of a new variant of Agni — one with a
range of 700 km — is, on the face of it, meant to fill the medium-
range slot in India’s missile programme. Apart from Prithvi
(range: 150-250 km), India had so far focused on intermediate range
Agni missiles with a reach of 1,500 km and more. Having said that, it
is important to stress that between a single successful test of a
particular class of missiles and its operationalisation as an effective
weapon of war, there is a substantial time-lag, particularly in India.
One has only to look at the history of development of the intermediate
Agni missile, starting in the early 1990s. From the first launch powered
by semi-liquid fuel, it took almost eight years of research and testing
for the prototype to be finalised last year. And even today, the
intermediate range missile has yet to be operationally integrated,
except perhaps to a marginal extent. So whatever the medium-term
significance of the latest salvo, it has no relevance whatever for the
current military stand-off at the Western border. Therefore, Pakistan’s
appeal to the international community “to take note of this Indian
behaviour which is prejudicial to the pursuit of stability in our region” is
almost wholly aimed at making diplomatic capital out of what is for its
neighbour a feel-good non-event. Something of this reality-check was
factored into secretary of state Colin Powell’s response that the test
would not “inflame the (border) situation particularly”.

Yet it would be naive to look at the test in purely strategic terms. There
was no doubt an important element of timing and symbolism involved in
the decision. One cannot take too seriously the defence ministry’s
disarming gloss that “no political pressure or statement” need be read
into the scheduled test. Even assuming that the test had to be postponed
in December because of the terrorist strike on Parliament, the timing
remains crucial. India’s missile defence is not simply a technical or
scientific matter, it is a strategic, military initiative in which calculations of
political gain and diplomatic fallout are important inputs. Here there are
two aspects. First, there is a domestic context in which the ruling coalition
or its leading constituent, the BJP, is fighting a back-to-the-wall battle for
political survival not just in UP but also, depending on the outcome of the
polis, at the Centre. It does the party’s chances no harm to try and reclaim
lost nationalist high ground by being seen to be resolute in the face of
adverse international opinion. Secondly, is international opinion or, more
significantly, the US really as agitated about the test as it first seems?
Could it be that the test is only the latest in a tacit gameplan in which the
US allows India to exert pressure on Pakistan by way of military
muscle-flexing even as it keeps, in public, a critical distance from New
Delhi’s wargames? Whether this is wish-fulfilment or hard-headed
analysis, there is no denying that Washington’s response has been rather
more muted than might have been warranted by circumstance. But
cheer-leaders should exercise caution rather than rejoice at this unlikely
behind-the-scenes intrigue. After all, the record of American involvement
in South Asia is less one of fidelity and friendship and more a menage a
trois centred around its own interests and pleasures.
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Militant Confesses To Involvement In Ametican Center Shootout Before Dying

Pak terr | rlsts

Hazaribagh (Jharkhand) /
28 JANUARY

Kolkata terrorist attack, two

Pakistani nationals involved in
it were shot dead in a fierce
encounter with the police in a pre-
dominantly Muslim area here on
Monday morning.

Those killed were identitied as
Mohammed Idris alias Mohammed
Zaheed of Khanawal in Multan in
Punjab province and Salim, also
from the same province, DIG (north
Chotanagpur range), A.K. Sinha
told a press conference here.

Home secretary Kamal Pande
told reporters in New Delhi that the
two were shot dead in an early
morning raid on a “terrorist hide-
out.” While the DIG said one of
the killed was involved in the
Kolkata attack, Mr Pande said Idris,
who succumbed to injuries in the
hospital, confessed to involvement
in the shooting at the American
Center on January 22 that left four
policemen dead and over 17
injured. Mr Pande said a pin-point-
ed lead came about the presence of
a terrorist module and its hideout
in Hazaribagh being run by Dubai-
based underworld don Farhan
Malik alias Aftab Ahmed Ansari
who has claimed responsiblity for
the Kolkata shooting.

He said investigations revealed
that Malik operated his terrorist
module in conjunction with
Harkat-ul-Jihad e Islami (Hujei)
and Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT), two
Pakistan-based militant outfits.

Mr Sinha said a joint team of
Delhi and Hazaribagh police raid-

IN A breakthrough in the

SupDEN ImpAacT: The dead body of Md Idris at Chirgaon
village in Hazaribagh early on Monday. — PTI

ed the hideout on Hhan Road at
2:30 am following a tip-off and
asked the militants to give them-
selves up but they refused.

At 6:30 am, the duo tried to
sneak out of the house after open-
ing a volley of fire and in the ensu-
ing encounter Salim was shot dead
on the spot while Idris was criti-
cally wounded and later died at the
Sadar hospital, the DIG, who
addressed the press conference
jointly with Hazaribagh police
superintendent Dipak Verma and
assistant commissioner of Delhi
Police Ravishanker, said.

In his dying declaration before
the police, Idris admitted to having
shot dead four policemen at the

American Center in Kolkata, police
officials said. Idris also confessed
that he was riding pillion and had
opened fire on the security post at
the American Center from an AK-
47 rifle, the officials said, adding
that his accomplice, Sadaqat, who
steered the motorbike, was still at

the police after Monday’s
encounter. The police also recov-

et in the name of Idris from Howrah
to Gaya, dated January 23, a day

of a gas agency of Hazaribagh, a
Maruti Zen bearing number plate
WB-12 a 5703, besides Rs 22,200
in cash from the site. — PTI

i concern in the
igovernment
i over
i raiding police teams are really
: equipped to handle such circum-
! stances in which spraying bullets
i to kill as a reply to fire from the
i other side should not be the only
i option. Without minimising the
large. The rifle was recovered by !

linked to ¢ity attack killed

Was it possible to
get them live?

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 28 JANUARY

OULD IT have been pos-
sible for the police to
capture alive at least one

»f the Pakistani nationals, alleged-
ly involved in the Kolkata terror-
ist attack, who were shot dead on
Monday morning in Hazaribagh?

The encounter at Hazaribagh
has brought to fore this dimension
of defining the response of the
police to crisis situations that they
will have to increasingly face in the
tight against terrorism. It is expect-
ed to increase

whether

bravery exhibited by security forces,

i the Hazaribagh incident only mir-
i rors other similar cases where the
ered 43 cartridges, one railway tick- i police have exercised this option
i fully without probably considering
i if anyone can be captured alive.
after the attack, a consumer card { This was as much apparent in Par-
{ liament shootout where available
! video footages show that security
i forces shot to kill and there was

i never any effort to even try and

maim at least one of the perpetra-
tors.

Given the mine of information
which the slain terrorists could
have provided, bosses in the Union
home ministry would most cer-
tainly have been much happier if
in today's incident one of the mil-
itants was caught. The govern-
ment's case would inarguably be
strengthened if it was able to pro-
duce one of the alleged perpetra-
tors in support of its charge.

Veterans of police encounters,
however, argue that there is little
scope of capturing someone alive
in such a situa-
tion. They con-
tend that there
is a vast chasm
between theoretical assessments
and a realtime situation. In fact, it
was pointed out that one of the ter-
rorists in the Hazaribagh shootout
was only injured when he was
apprehended, but later succumbed
in the hospital after making a con-
fessional statement. Reports from
Hazaribagh have indicated that the
two terrorists, identified as
Mohammed Idris and Salim, both
from Multan in Punjab province of
Pakistan, had been given ample
opportunity to surrender. Howev-

er, after they responded with fire-
the raiding team had 1no o but
1o retaliate.
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iy CGS reviews border situation

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 27. The Cabinet
Committee on Security met here
today to review the overall sit-
uation in the context of the
build-up of the military on both
sides of the border with Pakis-
tan.

The internal security situation
was also reviewed in the context
of the threat of terrorist strikes.

Besides, the Prime Minister,
who chaired the meeting, the
Home Minister, L.K. Advani, the
External Affairs Minister, Jas-

want Singh, and the Deéfence
Minister, George Fernandes, at-
tended the meeting.

Earlier, when the Prime Minis-
ter received a VHP-led delega-
tion of ‘sants’ on the Ayodhya
issue, it is learnt that it was told
that the ‘“chetavani (warning)
yatra” of the ‘sants’ was partic-
ularly bad as it had “naturally”
got associated with the Uttar
Pradesh elections, and also be-
cause there was tension on the
border and threats of terrorist
strikes.

However, it was also felt that

the ‘yatra’ had passed off peace-
fully and had not added to the
headaches of the Government
from the point of view of law and
order.

At a time when the Govern-
ment focus was on India-Pakis-
tan relations and the fight
against terrorism, the raising of
the Ayodhya issue by the ‘sants’
was not welcome, Government
sources indicated.

The temple agitation was not
the best way to improve internal
security.

THE HINDU
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Efforts were also being made
to present the Government's de-
cision to refer to the Law Minis-
ter the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
demand for the handing over of
acquired land in Ayodhya to the
trust run by it as nothing more
than offering “to examine” the
demand. +

At this juncture, the Govern-
ment would do nothing but to
uphold the rule of law and the
Constitution.

And the urgent task before the
Government was to tackle ter-
rorism, the CCS noted.

/
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ASI sets up traiﬁing

camps in Bangladesh

Y
B\

WHILE NEW Delhi has focuse
its attention on terrorist training
camps in Pakistan, in the last year
at least 18 camps have sprung up
near the international boundary
within Bangladesh where Islamic
terrorists from three major
groups are trained and sent over
to India.

But the camps — run by
Harkat-ul Jehadi-e-Islami, Sipahi-
e-Mohammad, Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen and Ahle Haadis —
are not under Dhaka’s patronage.
Pakistan's ISI, which has a major
presence in Bangladesh, has facil-
itated the setting up of these
camps. Thirteen of these camps
are in Bangladesh’s Rajshahi divi-
sion and the remaining five in the
northern Khulna. All these camps
are within 10 km of the boundary
bordering West Bengal.

The camps are located near
‘small, nondescript villages and are
mostly on the premises of
madrasas and mosques. In:
Rajshahi, the camps are located
near Patgram (bordering Cooch
Behar), Tetalia (near the border
with Darjeeling district), Atwari
and Haripur (along the North
Dinajpur border), Birol, Hakimpur
and Dhomorhat (along South Dina-
jpur) and Porsha, Attaini, Shib-
ganj, Phulbari, Badalpur and
Chakaria (along Murshidabad). In
the Khulna division, the camps are
located near Habibpur, Gangai, ,
Meherpur, Huadanga and Bhera-
mara — all along Nadia.

Indian Intelligence officials
have been able to ascertain the spe-
cific locations of 11 of these camps
—five in Khulna Division and six
in Rajshahi division. “That’s
because in Rajshahi division,
many of the camps are located in
the char areas...We are trying to
obtain the exact locations of the
rest. We have the rough locations
and the rest should hot prove to be
very difficult,” an official said.

At least eight of the camps—the
ones near Patgram, Atwari, Biro],
Hakimpur, Attaini, Chakaria,
Habibpur and Bheramara — are
located within the boundaries or
just adjacent to mosques and
madrasas. All the institutions are
new and funded by money sent
from Gulf countries.

Over 200 men and boys, some as

Jaideep Mazumdar
Kolkata, January 25

Terror camps across the border
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THE ATTACK on American Cen-
ter, Intelligence officials say, was
most likely coordinated between
a couple of Harkat-ul-Jehadi-e-
Islami (HuJI) terrorists, the new
Asif Reza Commando Force and
their local contacts in Kolkata.
The Commando Force, one of
the two groups that claimed
responsibility for the strike, was
raised some time in the third
week of December, probably at a
village of illegal migrants from
Bangladesh along the Indo-
Bangladesh border in Malda.
The Force is said to be an
adjunct of HuJI, which has very
close links with the ISI. “We have
received news of a gathering of
HuJI leaders at Nasimpurhat vil-
lage, about 15 km from Habibpur
town,” a senior Central Intelli-
gence officer. Saiful Islam is the

‘Harkat, Reza coordinated strike’

leader of the new outfit.

It’s believed that HuJI leaders
sneaked into Malda through
Bangladesh. They met some
maulvis and activists of the
banned Simi and others and

floated the idea of forming an
affiliate of the HuJL

The idea behind floating an
affiliate makes logistical sense.
Affiliates works closely with the
parent organisation, but do not
stretch the latter's resources. The
affiliate survives on its own and
renders vital help,” said the offi-
cer. The affiliates are often
absorbed into the main groups
over a perios of time, Intelligence
officers estimate the strength of
this new group to be in the range
of 45 to 50, of whom 80 per cent

are locals.
HTC, Kolkata

young as 14 years old, have been
trained at these camps. Most have
sneaked into West Bengal, some
suspected through the Siliguri cor-
ridor to cross over to Nepal.

The ISI and the Islamic terror
groups in Bangladesh are backed

by a section of the Bangladeshi
establishment, especially senior
officers of the army and its para-
military forces, the Bangladesh
Rifles and the Bangladesh Ansars
which operate outside the control

— e

+of the powers-that-be in Dhaka, ://
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| HOME MINISTER L K Advani
' today ruled out any immediate
military de-escalation along\the
Indo-Pak border and said it would
take a “couple of months” for
India to judge whether there is
any reduction in Pakistan-spon-
sored cross-border terrorism.
“These are matters on which
a formal decision is taken by the
Government. At the moment the
" present situation (on the border)
will continue,” he told a press
conference when asked if de-
escalation could also take a cou-
ple of months.
‘ Government, he said, would
| require a couple of months to
judge whether there was any let-
up in cross-border terrorism
with Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf having pledged to
combat the menace in his Janu-
ary 12 address to the nation.

On the list of 20 wanted ter-
rorists and criminals given by
India to Pakistan, the home min-
ister said New Delhi has not not
set any time-frame for their
deportation.

“Pakistan Government will
agree with the request of the
Government of India” since
Islamabad has declared to fight
terrorism, he said adding he also
hoped that Islamabad would not
provide asylum to any terrorist.

Advani replied in the nega-
tive when asked whether the
visit of US ambassador Robert
Blackwill to the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir

‘India rules out

ullout

4
w9

amounted to accepting Wash-
ington’s mediation to resolve
the Kashmir issue. “During the
last three to four years, Govern-
ment has allowed many ambas-
sadors to visit Kashmir but that
does not mean we have agreed to
mediation on it,” he said.

To a question about links
between international organ-
ised crime and international
terrorism, Advani said it had
been seen after the 1993 Mumbai
riots that criminal gangs had
been used by Pakistan for cross-
border terrorism in India.

He replied in the affirmative
when asked whether Govern-
ment proposed to re-introduce
in Parliament the prevention of
terrorism ordinance (Poto),
which was blocked by the Oppo-
sition during the winter session.

Pak stand: Pakistan today indi-
cated it would consider taking
further measures in addition to
those already mentioned by
President Pervez Musharraf, to
help in de-escalation and start
dialogue with India.

Speaking after holding talks
with Canadian deputy prime
minister John Manley, Foreign
Minister Abdul Sattar said, “We
will consider very seriously
Canada’s ideas and impressions
and we see what we can do in
addition to what the President
Musharraf had already done to
promote that objective of de-
escalation and dialogue.”

Pakistan would keep trying
for peace and de-escalation

:) 0 ,\ D I RN e

AFP PHOTO
A BSF jawan keeps vigil from an armoured vehicle in Srinagar on Friday.

INDIAN SPY PLANE CRASHES NEAR BORDER

AN UNMANNED aerial reconnaissance vehicle of the Indian Air Force crashed
near a village in Bikaner, Rajasthan, after developing a snag, police said here
on Friday. “There were no casualties as the spy drone, which took off at 9pm
yesterday, crashed near Madhodiggi, about 60 km from the border with Pak-
istan”, they said. However, IAF has refuted the claim that thie spy drone
acquired from Israel had crashed and said the UAV, which developed techni-
cal snag while on a mission near Indo-Pak border, has been safely retrieved.

PTI, Jalpur

between New Delhi and Islam-
abad, he added. Commenting on
his meetings in India, Manley
said, “Each of my interlocutory

in India made a point saying that
they respond very positively to
President Musharraf’s speech.”
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If launched from, say Jaisalmer
or Ganganagar, the missile will
cover most of Pakistan

Agni statistics

Range: 700 km, can cover most
of Pakistan

Propellant: Solid fuel ensures
quick faunch

Storage: Rail mobile. Won't be
prone to pre-emptive strikes

HT Correspondent@
Balasore, January 25

INDIA TODAY test-fired a new,
700-km strike range Agni missile
amid international reaction that
ranged from alarm in Pakistan,
regret in Britain, a studied
silence in China to tacit endorse-
ment from Russia.

Pakistan said the test would be
“prejudicial” to regional stability
and warned India that it would
defend any aggression. But it indi-
cated that Islamabad wasn’t think-
ing of a tit-for-tat test.

“We hope the international co-
mmunity will take note of this
Indian behaviour, which is preju-
dicial to the pursuit of stability in
our region, especially during the
current situation. The test comes
at a time of tensions when Indian
forces are massed on our bor-
ders,” the Foreign Office said.

But India played &own the
event’s political and sfrategic sig-
nificance. The test, cqrried out a
day ahead of Republic Day, was
part of the country’s efforts to
evaluate its indigenous capability
to guarantee a credible minimum
nuclear deterrent, a Government
spokesperson said after the short-
er-range missile was launched at
8.45 am from Wheelers Islands off
the Orissa coast.

Prime Minister Vajpayee water-
ed down the test, saying it was part
of “several steps” being taken to
boost the country’s security. He
congratulated scientists for the
missile’s successful launch.

“For the nation’s security and
protection, we are taking several
steps, and Agni is one of them.”
The decision to test the Agni mis-
sile in various configurations was
taken earlier. It was an old project
unlinked to the post-December 13

1 test-fire has anote attached

D % N {/\—/‘\/q

border stand-off, Vajpayee said.
Home Minister LK Advani too
addressed the misgivings in
Islamabad, saying there is no rea-
son to “misinterpret” the launch,
which had been undertaken in
the “normal course of progress”
in India’s the missile pro-
gramme,

Foreign Office spokesperson Ni-
rupama Rao, said the missile pro-
gramme was “non-provocative”
and not directed at any specific
country. “We do not intend to start
an arms race”, she said.

But analysts say the test was
aimed at telling the world that
Delhi meant business and would-
n’t back down from its demand
that Islamabad end cross-border
terrorism.

“It’s meant to send signals to
foreign and domestic audiences,”
Bharat Karnad of Centre for Pol-

icy Research said. /
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AGN"I VARIANT CAN STRIKE MOST PAK TARGETS

ests greet

9 ppE

missile test

BHUBANESWAR/NEW

DELH]I, Jan. 25. — For all the
tension on the border, India went
ahead and successfully tested a
short-range version of the Agni
from a Chandipur test site at 8.45
am. today, .

The surfage-td-surface inter-

mediate r%baﬂisﬁc missile is
nuclear-capabl¢ and has a range
of 700 km of'4ess, meaning it

could strike most major targets in
Pakistan.

Islamabad said the test was “pre-
judicial” to the region’s stability.

“We hope the interftational com-
munity will take note-of this In-

dian bebaviour which is prejudi- -

cial to the pursuit .of stability,”
the foreign ministrwsaid. It poin-
“ted out that the test had been
conducted when Indian forces
were massed on the border.

In Delhi, defence ministry.’
sources said the missile could -
carry a 1,000-kg warhead, sugg-

esting it could be a nuclear wea-
pon. The test launch met all the
objectives. .

The Prime Minister said the
test was part of efforts to bolstef

national security. “For the
nation’s security and protection,

we’re taking several steps and %

Agni is one among them.”
(Gen Pervez Musharraf said

the ball was now in India’s coust ..
and it was up-to that country to

respond positively to Pakistan’s
efforts to ease tensions,/& r;;mrt
from Islamabad says. Peace is in
the greater interest of India and
Pakistan, he told Army officers.
“Pakistan’s deterrence, which
consists of its quantified force,

capability to cause unacceptable
damage to the enemy and our
resolve, is in place.”

(Pakistan, however, indicated
it would consider taking further
measures in addition to those
meritioned by Gen Musharraf to
help de-escalate the tension
along the border and start
dialogue with India.

(The foreign minister, Mr
Abdul Sattar, said: “We’ll see
what we can do in addition to
what President Musharraf had

already done...)

New Delhi had informed

ATV image of Agni during the test
fiting from Wheeler Island, in

Fakistan, Russia, Britain, China,
France, Germany, Japan, Spain
and the TUSA about the test, but
there has been some concern
over the timing: the armies of
India and Pakistan now stand
face-to-face on the border.

Britain, Germany, France and
Australia_regretted India’s deci-
sion to conduct the test at a time
when the situation along its
border with Pakistan was tense.
China is yet to make any com-
ment, while Russia said it
“understood” India’s stand.

The British foreign secretary,
Mr Jack Straw, said the test sent
“wrong signals within the region
and beyond... I urge India and
Pakistan to resolve their disputes
through diplomatic means.”

The USA, too, thinks the test
shouldn’t have been conducted
now, but said it wouldn’t
“inflame” Indo-Pak tensions.

Foreign ministry officials in
Delhi said the timing of the
launch was decided on the basis
of technical considerations and
the missile had no political mes-
sage to convey. The ministry spo-
kesperson said the launch was
planned in advance and conduc-
ted in a transparent manner.
India’s missile programme, she
said, was not country-specific.
The minister of state for external
affairs, Mr Omar Abdullah, said
Pakistan shouldn’t feel threa-
tened by the test because it was
informed in advance.

Mr George Fernandes wit-
nessed the launch from Wheeler
Island along with Air Chief

Marshal S Krishnaswamy.

Pak soldiers killed

Eight Pakistani soldiers were
killed and 10 of their bunkers
destroyed after Indian troops
retalidted against Pakistani shel-
ling in the- Nowshera
sector today, a report from

Jammu says. /




"Red Corner

By Our Special Correspondent <), %@S

" NEW DELHI, JAN. 25. In a positive legal devel-

opment in the shooting incident outside the
American Center in Kolkata, the Interpo) has
issued a “Red Corner Notice” against Dubai-
based criminal Farhan Malik alias Aftab Ansa-
ri, who had reportedly claimed responsibility

" for the attack in which five policemen were

killed on early Tuesday.

Disclosing this here today, the Union Home
Minister, L.K. Advani, said that he was told of
the development by the CBI Director,
P.C.Sharma, as the agency represents Interpol
in India.

Though Mr. Advani addressed a press con-
ference on the eve of Republic Day for formal-
ly releasing a new ‘Flag Code of India 2002”
that allows citizens a liberal use and display of
the tricolour, a majority of the queries related
to the shooting incident in Kolkata.

Adopting a cautious approach, Mr. Advani
said that Home and External Affairs Ministries
and other agencies had been pursuing the is-
sue of extradition ¢f Farhan Malik with the
United Arab Emirates authorities.

“We are considering what kind of request
would be appropriate to make to UAE. Extra-
dition is a process and deportation is a matter
where government takes a decision. All these
factors are being taken into consideration,” he
said. i) -

Asked if the Home Ministry was con
plating any action on the Special Secretary
report concerning the Kolkata incident, M
Advani said it was a “factual report” based o
the views of the West Bengal’'s Home Secre-
tary, the Kolkata Police Commissioner and
other officials of the State Government.
“There are certain steps which can be taken in
such a situation which can be appropriate in
tracking down the criminals involved in the
incident. Both State and the Central Govern-
ments are working in cooperation so that we
are able to track down the criminals. We

would also like the police to be equipped with

modern weapons,” Mr. Advani said.

Responding to a query on the possible role
of FBI in the probe into the shooting, he ruled
it out saying the FBI had no role to play in
investigations in India. “We have agreed upon

Notice against Farhan Malik

exchange of information and intelligence in-
puts. The video footage of closed circuit TV
installed at American Center was made avail-
able to our agencies and the police,” he said.

Mr. Advani maintained that the incident
could be an act of vengeance by criminal
gangs but added that Farhan Malik, now
based in Dubai, was recruited by Pakistan’s IS]
and he also had a Pakistani passport. The
shooting was followed by two telephone calls
Malik made to newspaper offices and to Kol-
kata police, he added.

Asked if the Kolkata incident would prompt
the Centre to push the idea of setting up a
federal crime agency, Mr. Advani replied in
the negative. “The Chief Ministers have reject-
ed the idea. They are not ready for it though
State Police DGs had wanted such an agency,”
he said.

Asked if there could be de-escalation on the
Indo-Pak. border, Mr. Advani said the present
situation would continue. “One of the indica-
tor of normal situation would be putting a
stop to cross-border terrorism and denying

‘shelter to terrorists in Pakistan,” he said. /
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*{ -power should

equally di strlbutegL

Press Trust of India

SOMEWHERE ON THE
ARABIAN SEA, Jan. 24. —
The nuclear exchange plat-
form should be equally “di-
stributed” to ensure fool-
proof security of the nuclear
retaliatory capability, the
Navy chief, Admiral Madha-
vendra Singh, said today,
adding that Pakistan was un-
dertaking a maritime move-
ment.

“Nuclear retaliatory pow-
er should be evenly distrib-
uted and disbursed so that
no single strike can spoil it,”
Admiral Singh told reporters
on board INS Viraat after re-
viewing a “routine” naval ex-
ercise in the region. The nu-
clear strike power should be
made “land-based, air-based
and also sea-based”, he said.

On Pakistani naval move-
ment in the sea, he said they

\

were “preparing in thelr win
way,” but his force was ready
for any challenge. However,
he said unlike in-land and
aerial shellings from across
the border,
has occurred in the sea”.

The commissioning of five
new ships by 2002 would add
to the country’s sea-prowess,
he said and described gov-
ernment’s approval of 30-
year submarine building pro-
gramme as a “watershed” in
the annals of country’s naval
history. He said with major
ships set for decommission-
ing, there was need for re-
placement especially of air-
craft carriers.

Admiral Singh said the
Navy would acquire five new
ships including two Talwar
class frigates from Russia by
year end.

He said negotiations were
on with Russians for early
procurement of Admiral

ra) L

“no such thing -

\s

C}ob“

Groshkov carriers.

Earlier, the Admiral re-
viewed the mock war game
launched by the Navy to test
counter effective measures
and maritime preparedness
of the force. The exercise,
which saw participation of
warships like INS Viraat,
INS Mysore, INS Godavari,
and INS Ranvir besides cop-
ters and jet fighters, criss-
crossed 200 nautical miles
stretch creek of the bluewa-
ter off Mumbai. -

. “This is a routine exercise
and we even had not given
any code name to it,” the Na-

vy chief said, adding that he

has reviewed and taken stock
of the “strengths and weak-
nesses”. He said non-com-
missioning of any ship during
the seventh and eighth Five-
Year-Plan had left a vacuum,
adding that due to such degi-
sions “you ultimately
down the line”.
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The European rocket, Ariane-4, carrying insat-3
Kourou in French Guyana on Thursgay.

Insat-3c launched

[\ u«,u,;

BANGALORE JAN. 24 In another
boost to India’s space pro-
gramme, a third generation com-
munication satellite, Insat-3C,
was successfully launched into
space today by the European
launch vehicle, Ariane-4. This will
give a big push to the country’s
communication services through
enhanced telephony and televi-
sion channels.

Launched from the French
Guyanese spaceport of Kourou af-
ter a 54-minute delay, Ariane-4
majestically soared into space
carrying the 2,750 kg-Insat-3C, its
lone occupant on board, and hur-
tled it into space 21 minutes after
the lift-off.

Within half-an-hour after the
satellite was injected into a geo-
synchronous transfer orbit, the
Master Control Facility at Hassan
in Karnataka took control of the
spacecraft and acquired the te-
lemetry signal from it.

The Rs. 250-crore Insat-3C with
a designed 12-year mission life,
built by the Indian Space Re-

KA
search Orgamsatlo ! (ISRO),
would replace aging satellites
such as Insat-2C and give an im-
petus to India’s telecommunica-
tions, broadcasting, business
communication and mobile ser-
vices.

In a post-launch briefing, an
elated Kasturirangan, Chairman
of ISRO, said initial evaluation of
the performance of the satellite
“appears to be satisfactory”’. ISRO
has lined up launch of two more
satellites — Insat 3a and Insat 3E
— in the next year.

The President, K.R. Narayanan,
congratulated ISRO, saying, “The
successful launch of Insat-3C is
yet another landmark in our path-
breaking quest for exploration of
space and application of space
technology for our national devel-
opment.”

The Prime Minister, A.B. Vaj-
payee, congratulated scientists,
engineers and other associations
for the successful launch. — PTI,
UNI1
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boost telecom services

Times News Network
MUMBAL: India’s space sector received a major
boost on Thursday with the successful launch of the
Insat-3C satellite by an Ariane-4 rocket from the
European spaceport of Kourou in French Guyana.

According to the Indian space research organisa-
tion (Isro), the 147th flight of Ariane, carrying Isro’s
2,750-kg satellite, lifted off at 5.17
a.m. (IST) and was injected into a
geo-synchronous transfer orbit 21
minutes later. The satellite, with a
12-year life span, is at present going
round the earth with an orbital
period of about 10.5 hours.

A multi-purpose space system,
the satellite is expected to boost
telecommunication services, TV
coverage, broadcasting and mete-
orological facilities in the coun-
try. It is the eighth Indian satellite
to be carried by an Ariane :
rocket.

For the scientists gathered in the
Jupiter control room at Kourou,
especially satellite mission director |
R K. Rajangam, it was a nail-biting
moment because 11 seconds before
the lift-off, the computer temporar-
ily stopped the launch for technical
reasons.

The Insat team went through
anxious moments hoping that the
launch would not be rescheduled.
But after a while, the computer

EYE IN THE SKY

Ca{rying the Insat-3C satellite, an
gave the ‘g0’ and the rocket carry- Ariane-4 rocket lifts off from its
ing the Indian satellite thundered launching pad in Kourou, French
off the launch-pad at 5.17 am. It Guyana, on Wednesday.

was originally scheduled to take off at 4.23 a.m. For Mr
Rajangam, it was his first Ariane mission.

The Insat master-control facility at Hassan in
Karnataka acquired the telemetry signal from the
satellite at 5.47 a.m. Initial checks indicated that it was
performing satisfactorily.

Isro said that first operations were carried out by
issuing commands from MCF
which is tracking, monitoring and
controlling the satellite. During the
initial phase, the Hassan centre will
seek the help of different ground
stations at Beijing, Fuciono (Italy)
and Lake Cowichan in Canada.
The satellite’s orbit is being deter-
mined by an array of telemetry,
tracking and command stations.

In the coming days, the orbit-
raising operations on Insat-3C will
be executed until the satellite is
parked in its final geo-stationary
orbit, about 36,000 km above the
equator.

It will be placed next to Insat-1D
at 74 degrees east longitude. On
nearing the final orbit, two solar
panels and two antennae of Insat-
3C will be deployed.

Insat-3C is the second satellite to
be placed in orbit in the Insat-3
series. The first satellite, Insat-3B,
was placed in orbit on March 22,
2000.

According to Arianespace, Isro’s
ninth satellite, Insat-3A, is sched-

will

uled to goAfito orbit later this year,
followed'by Insat-3E in 2003. /
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Z0” A COUNTER-TERROR CONSENSUS

THE GRUESOME ATTACK on ?Be I\X}iian securi-
ty personnel guarding the American Center in
Kolkata has once again exposed the vulnerabil-
ities of civilised and democratic societies in the
present phase of globalised violence. The Union

Home Minister, L. K. Advani, is of the view that a -

group linked to Pakistan’s Inter Services Intelli-
gence was responsible for Tuesday's drive-by
gun- attack outside the American Center. How-
ever, the investigative agencies in Kolkata have
not yet conclusively assigned blame for the
shooting incident in which four policemen were
killed and 20 others injured. Pakistan, on its part,
has rejected Mr. Advani’s assertion, while the
United States is eager to avoid a firm judgment
at this early stage of the investigation. In a sense,
the assailants’ choice of their targets as also of
the venue for the crime itself seemed to support
the suspicions that the event might betray a form
of political terrorism. Yet, the U.S., which has
thanked the Indian authorities for protecting its
facilities and personnel, is keen to weigh all the
evidence that could be gathered before deter-
mining whether the crime was indeed an act of
terrorism against America and its worldwide in-
terests. Washington’s anxieties in this regard
were fully reflected by the manner in which the
U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, spoke to
both the External Affairs Minister, Jaswant
Singh, and the Pakistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf. With a U.S. spokesman clearly indicating
that Gen. Powell’s conversation with Gen. Mush-
arraf might not have been related to the shooting
in Kolkata at all, the overall message from Wash-
ington is that it will remain deeply cognisant of
its sensitive tie-up with Islamabad in the present
circumstances. At the same time and on a differ-
ent plane, this reality does not preclude the pro-
spects of a US.-India consensus on
counter-terror issues for the long-term global
battle against the politics of terror.

The shooting incident in Kolkata coincided
with the fourth meeting of the U.S.-India Joint
Working Group on counter-terror issues. But the
discussions had more to do with the bilateral
search for a new idiom of anti-terror political will
and a suitable action plan. As two seriously en-
gaged democracies, India and the U.S. seem to
share a broad world view on how to counter the
globalised terror. Nevertheless, the two are yet to
strike a definitive common denominator of coop-
eration, if only because they do not at this stage
possess complementary skills of similar rele-
vance to both sides. On balance, India’s require-
ment of American expertise and sophisticated
devices is in greater focus. To be seen in this
context is the current visit to New Delhi by the
Director of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Robert Mueller, in connection with the
probe of an Indian Airlines’ plane hijack with
international ramifications for the present drive
against globalised terror. The parallel visit to New
Delhi by the head of the U.S. Defence Intelli-
gence Agency, Thomas Wilson, is also a sign of
new American gesture of cooperation with India.

The joint statement on the latest meeting of
the U.S.-India panel on counter-terrorism fully
reflects a shared sentiment about ways to make
common cause. Also agreed to are some specifics
of cooperation in regard to intelligence-gather-
ing and exchange of information. Certain other
aspects of terror-control such as those relating to
immigration and the cyberspace traffic figure in
some detail. Recognising that funds constitute
the sinews of the terrorists, too, India and the
U.S. have pledged joint action to bring about a
financial squeeze. Above all, a matter of partic-
ular interest to India is the accord on a U.S.-aided
“pilot project”, apparently involving the use of
sensors, to address New Delhi's concerns of
cross-border terrorism. Will this be a litmus test
of the U.S.’ political will to help India?
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N THREE days’ tim¢ the nation will

observe the grandes{ republican rite.

Many voices have often thoughtless-

ly suggested doing away with the
traditional Republic Day Parade. But we
need to remember that this ceremony is
as much a salute to the republic as a
ritualistic reaffirmation of the civilian su-
premacy over the armed forces. The
President of India, who is the Command-
er-in-Chief of the Defence Forces,
“takes” the salute at Rajpath on January
26.

Because this year the Republic Day
parade ritual is being observed in the
backdrop of a noisy stand-off with Pakis-
tan, the raging silent controversy over
the civilian-Army relationship has gone
largely unheard. A few days ago the De-
fence Minister, George Fernandes, had

 deemed it necessary to assert — that too
on foreign soil — that the Indian defence
forces were a disciplined lot. And it may
just be a coincidence that that very day
an officer of the rank of a Lt. General was
relieved of his command for over-reac-
tion, an euphemism for stepping out of
line in a manner that was unacceptable .

But this is small change compared to
the unabated anger and unalloyed dis-
appointment over the public rebuke that
was administered to S. Padmanabhan,
Chief of the Army Staff, by the Defence
Minister on January 11. That evening the
“Chief” had addressed a press confer-
ence; someone took the decision that the
event be permitted to be televised live.
This was perhaps the first time the coun-
try watched a General perform. And he
came across as a blunt man who knew
what needed to be done; he was an in-
stant hit. Looking resplendent in his uni-
form, oozing the authority of his rank, he
impressed everyone as an articulate,
tough-talking, clear-headed officer; un-
wittingly the General invited comparison
with the circumlocutory External Affairs
Minister, with the discredited and incon-
sistent Defence Minister, not to mention
with the halting and pausing Prime Min-
ister, and with the always-full-of-himself
Home Minister. Here was a man who
was prepared to tell the Pakistani mil-
itary establishment to “lay-off” in the on-

/—/w ¢« A General and a Minister

By Harish Khare

The fraudulent ‘deshbhakts’ who preside over New Delhi
ought to be slowed down in their heedless quest for
making India into a garrison state.

ly idiom that Pervez Musharraf
understands.

A few hours after the General’s cameo
performance came the “corrective” state-
ment issued in the name of the Defence
Minister. Mr. Fernandes was deemed to
be chiding the Army Chief for having
talked of the nuclear weapons “in a cava-
lier manner”. The men in uniform were
not amused; they refused to take a lesson
in responsible behaviour from Mr. Fer-
nandes, certainly not from a man who
only a few days earlier had talked reck-
lessly of “absorbing the first strike”.
Mindful of the adverse reaction
within the armed forces to this
public put-down, the Govern-
ment tried to suggest that the Defence
Minister’s statement was not meant as a
rebuke to the Army Chief but was in fact
intended to calm western “fears”.

The armed forces community has re-
fused to buy this explanation. Those in
active service are bound by the disci-
pline, but no such restraint is applicable
to the retired corps. Senior retired offi-
cers have flooded the newspapers’ letter
to the editor columns. In a letter publish-
ed in The Tribune, a retired Lt. General
warns: “He (Defence Minister) is used to
leading agitated workers to create anar-
chy and has had no experience in inter-
acting with a class of our society whose
whole ethos is based on being firm but
fair and courteous. He must never forget
that he is dealing with officers and gen-
tlemen, who are gagged by military dis-
cipline and the oath they have taken. He
should not take this as weakness and
belittle them in public.”

The January 11 “clarification” has left a
bad taste in every army officer’s mouth.
That is not all. Let us now refer to the
events a month earlier. On December 13,
a group of terrorists attacked Parliament
House. The leading prima donnas of the
civilian leadership found themselves
trapped inside Parliament House; scared

like trapped rats, they panicked and
called in the Army. The same Defence
Minister, who a month later, was lectur-
ing the Army Chief, made the call to the
same General. Till this day there has
been no clarification whether in sum-
moning the Army, the civilian leadership
itself observed the Standard Operating
Procedures laid down in the Instructions
on Aid to the Civil Authorities by the
Armed Forces, 1970.

The January 11 and December 13 de-

velopments need to be understood in the
larger context of the strains that are un-
thinkingly being introduced in

T ATE e A= 4 “sensitive relationship”, to
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rrow a phrase used by Vish-
nu Bhagwat in his affidavit against the
Government. The December 1998 dis-
missal of a serving chief, the politicking
among senior naval officers that was
countenanced by the Defence Minister,
Admiral Bhagwat's replacement by an of-
ficer who was clearly unequal to the
leadership task expected of the Navy
Chief, were the first indications of the
mess that the NDA Government was
making of the civilian-Army relationship.

Incompetence and worse have charac-
terised Mr. Fernandes’ equations with
the defence forces, and the Prime Minis-
ter has not been able to bring himself to
be a sobering voice. In fact, Mr. Vajpayee
is guilty of giving in to Mr. Fernandes’
blackmailing tactics and of reinducting
him in the Union Cabinet; all that he
could do was to ask the Defence Minister
to stay away from a meeting of the Oppo-
sition leaders. Only Mr. Vajpayee can an-
swer the question how and why the
military officers should be expected to
respect such a man just because he has
attended a swearing-in ceremony in
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

But the issue goes beyond Mr. Fer-
nandes’ unsuitability to be the Defence
Minister. The crux of the matter is
whether a political regime can manu-

facture a “national security” hysteria
without its concomitant demands on —
and expectations of — the armed forces.
There is renewed faith in the efficacy of
the state’s coercion against dissenters
and other challengers; indeed a new the-
ology of national security is being cre-
ated. The debate over POTO revealed this
new itch for intolerance. The Opposition
parties must fall silent just because this
or that Minister invokes the “national
security” mantra. Those who dare ques-
tion even the Government’s tactics invite
the risk of being labelled a collaborator
in the tradition of a Man Singh, rather
than being a defiant Rana Pratap, be it
the question of joining anti-Pakistan all-
party delegations or of caving in to the
United States’ pressure on talks with Pa-
kistan.

There is a new “josh” among the
Prime Minister and his senior colleagues,
all itching to fight the “aar-paar ki ladai”
(decisive battle) against Pakistan. Ma-
choism has cast its spell over the septua-
genarian crowd. Armed forces and their
willingness to die in defence of the coun-
try are being bandied about by third-rate
political leaders, especially those in-
volved in Uttar Pradesh. Qur economic
priorities are to be re-adjusted to suit the
calibrated beating of the war-drums. The
incessant chanting of national security is
proving a heady intoxicant.

The keystone in the new theological
edifice of national security is a touching
faith in the institution of the armed
forces. In fact, we would soon be re-
sembling Pakistan if the present inclina-
tion to concede a centrality to the armed
forces remains unchecked. The only re-
deeming feature is that the defence
forces’ leadership knows that political
problems can be sorted out only by polit-
ical methods available only to the politi-
cal leadership. For instance, Gen.
Padmanabhan is on record having ar-
gued very sensibly that insurgency in
Kashmir was best amenable to political
instrumentalities. The fraudulent ‘deshb-
hakts’ who preside over New Delhi ought
to be slowed down in their heedless
quest fro making India into a garrison
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Linksin globaL -

terror chain® «*
comes to light’

Jaideep Mazumdar
Kolkata, January 22

THE TERROR attacks on the
American Center have testified to
the close bonds among all the
Islamic terror groups.

Of the two groups that have
claimed responsibility for the
attack — the Harkat-ul-Jehadi-e-
Islami (Huji) and the Asif Reza
Commandos —the latter happens
to be a new outfit and an adjunct
of the Huji.

The Asif Reza Commandos is
named after Asif Reza Khan — a
member of the Huji — who was
killed by the Gujarat Police about
two months ago. Reza, a dealer in
stone chips, was a resident of the
Beniapukur area of this city and
had come in contact with Masood
Azhar and Farhan Malik during
his detention in Tihar Jail under
the Tada in the early 1990s.

“It’s likely that the attack was
primarily an operation of the
Huji, with logistical support from
the locally-formed Asif Reza
Commandos. And the attack
could have been staged to avenge
the killing of Reza,” said a senior
Intelligence officer.

It is pertinent that the claim of
the Huji’s involvement in the
attack was made by a person who
claimed to be calling from Dubai.
Azhar’s close associate Farhan
Malik and one of -the original
founders of Huji are currently
holed up in Dubai. “We don’t
know if it was Malik or some Huji
member who called up. But things
will be clear once we follow up the
leads that have emerged,” the offi-
cer said.

The Intelligence agencies have

only sketchy information on the

Asif Reza Commandos. “This
group was formed very recently
with recruits from Malda and
Murshidabad. We suspect this
group of having close links with

| \
Bangladesh-based Islamic radi

groups like the Sipahi-e-Saheba-e-
Mohammad and the Asbal-al-
Ansar. There’s a strong link
between these groups and the
HUJI, that’s primarily based in
Pakistan and backed by the ISL,”
the officer said. “Most probably,
the Huji has spawned this group
in memory of Rezak, who was
from this part of the country

- That way, it would have been able

to recruit many fundamentalists
from here. And being local, this
group could be providing refuge
and other logistical support to the-
HUJL,” he added.

According to Intelligence agen-
cies, today’s operation bears the
stamp of the Huji. “The Huji has
carried out similar operations
over the past one year in Kashmir,
targeting primarily policemen.
They have killed more than two
dozen policemen in that State
over the past few months,” a Cen-
tral Intelligence agency ofﬁcer
said.

“And their attacks have all
taken place at dawn or dusk. The
Huji terrorists are not suicide
attackers and their operations are
very well-planned. They strike at
a time when the police are not on
their guard, as had happened this
morning,” the officer said. -

The Huji is a member of
Osama bin Laden’s al-Jabhah al-
Islamiyyah al-Alamiyyah li-Qital
al-Yahud wal-Salibiyyin (Islamic

“World Front for Struggle Against

Jews & Crusaders).

It also has close links with the
radical Revival of Islamic Her-
itage Society (RIHS) and its funds
are routed through the al-Aqgsa
Islamic Bank and al-Barkaat
Bank. Intelligence agencies sus-
pect that the Huji routed funds
through these two banks that
1 Bangladesh, to
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e Delhi sees ‘larger de3|gn trams gun on ISI
FBI chief

FROM PRANAY SHARMA
AND SEEMA GUHA

New Delhi, Jan. 22: LK. Ad-
vani toddy accused the ISI of
backing Farhan Malik and his
terrorist outfit, the Harkat-ul-Ji-
hadi-e-Islami, seizing on the
Dubai-based don’s claim that he
masterminded this morning’s
attack on the American Center
in Calcutia.

Signals emerging from North
Block suggest that an attempt is
being made to establish Malik
alias Aftab Ansari’s links with
Omar Sheikh, one of the three
terrorists India had swapped for
the hijacked passengers of IC 814
at Kandahar two years ago.

Advani went on the offensive
even as the Indian security es-
tablishment threw a tight ring
around key installations and the
capital’s diplomatic enclave. The
home minister said the criminal
gang based in Dubai was also re-
sponsible for the abduction of
Calcutta shoe baron Partha Pra-
tim Roy Burman. Delhi, which
has an extradition treaty with
the UAE, has demanded that
Malik be handed over.

Condemning the early-morn-
ing strike, Advani said: “I hope
we will be able to get to the bot-

tom ?L f it.” The home minister
said the group, which had links
with the ISI, had called up police
in Calcutta to say: “We have done
it.” The outfit also threatened to
carry out similar attacks in
Delhi and Gujarat.

Superintendent of police
Rajiv Kumar identified the caller
as Malik, whom he had interro-
gated earlier. This was done
through a voice test.

Delhi is reading a “larger de-
sign” behind the strike, which
coincided with the maiden visit
of FBI director Robert Mueller
to the country..

Sources in the government
said Malik was enlisted by the
ISI in early 2000 to carry out

Baseless: Pak

Islamabad, Jan. 22 (Reuters):
Pakistan today rejected Indian
allegations that its intelligence
service was involved in the at-
tack on the American Center.
“These are totally baseless
charges,” foreign ministry
spokesman Aziz Ahmed Khan
told a news briefing. “As you
know, Pakistan has condemned
terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations.”

INDIAN COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
Krishi Anusandhan Bhavan-ll, Pusa, New Delhi-110012

7th All India Entrance Examination for admission to Under-
graduate programme and Award of National Talent Scholarship
in Agriculture & Allied subjects other than Veterinary Science

for the academic session 2002-2003.
Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Dethi will conduct Seventh All
ndia Entrnace Examination for filling up_15% of the total aumber of seats in
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covert ope tl()nS in India.
Malik, till recently known as a
small-time smuggler from Uttar
Pradesh, was set up in March
2000 in Dubai and provided with
a Pgkistani passport. In July last
yeatyhe allegedly organised the
kidnapping of Roy Burman and
released him after a ransom of
Rs 37.5 million.

In August 2001, Malik was
taken to Pakistan by the ISI and
put in touch with Omar Sheikh,
now an active member of the

Harkat-ul-Jihadi-e-Islami.
Sheikh, a British citizen, had
come to India through Pakistan
in 1994, He was involved in a se-
ries of terrorist strikes in the
country and was in prison at the
time of the Kandahar hijacking.

Sheikh is credited with di-
recting Malik to operate through
Bangladesh and identify poten-
tial “high value targets” in India.

Sources said agroup of 10ter-
rorists, led by Arshad Khan, a
Pakistani national, was sent to
India early last year through
Bangladesh. Arshad and other
members of the gang were
trained by the ISI and Sheikh in
Islamabad.

Malik helped Arshad set
up a leather business in Agra
and he was given an Indian
identity. On October 29, the crim-
inal gang was busted and six of
its members were arrested.
Around the same time, a con-
signment of weapons meant for
the group from Pakistan was in-
tercepted near the Rajasthan-
Gujarat border.

Malik, who operates from
Dubai, is said to be a frequent
visitor to Pakistan. Officials feel
that this morning’s incident
clearly indicates Pakistan’s at-
tempts to destablise India
through a third country.

FBI chief Robert Mueller with LK Advani in New Dethi. Picture by Rajesh Kumar

clams up

FROM SEEMA GUHA

New Delhi, Jan. 22: FBI direc-
tor Robert S. Mueller, whoisona
whistle-stop tour of the region,
refused to draw hasty conclu-
sions from this morning’s inci-
dent in Calcutta. He was non-
committal on dubbing the
shootout in front of the Ameri-
can Center a “terrorist attack”
nor could he be forced to com-
ment on the police commission-
er’s assertion that it was an “at-
tack on American interests”.

Mueller said it was too early
to draw any conclusions about
the motive or identity of the at-
tackers. “We will wait for the
facts,” he said, adding that it
would be unfair to come to a
hasty judgement. The US, it was
apparent, would rather wait for
the investigations to be complet
ed before pointing an accusing
finger at any group.

The FBI chief has already
been to Egypt, Saudi Arabia and
Yemen to share their experi-
ences in fighting terrorism and
explore ways for a better world-

' wide cooperation in tracking

down terrorists. From India,
Mueller travels to Pakistan and
Afghanistan. He said Islamabad

- has sought US help in fighting

terrorism. -

Though the FBI chief is
spending just one working day in
the capital, the Vajpayee govern-
ment went out of its way to ac-

commodate him. He called on !
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, home minister L. K. Ad-
vani and national security advis-
er Brajesh Mishra, besides meet-
ing top CBI and IB officials.

Mueller is said to have
brought valuable information
for Indian investigators on al
Qaida operatlons and links with
suspects in India. Indian and US

agencies are examining pOSSlbll
ities that some of the names in-
volved in the hijacking of the In-
dian Airlines plane from Kath-
mandu were also involved in the
September 11 attacks.

But Mueller refused to go into
specifics, saying he exchanged
information during his meeting
with Indian officials. Coopera-
tion between India and the US
had increased considerably
since 9/11, he added.

The US has registered a case
against the hijackers of IC 814
and investigations are on. Indian
officials are hopmg that if the
US probe can pin Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad as the group behind the
hijacking, Washington can ask
Pakistan to hand over Masood
Azhar, who is on top of New
Delhi’s wanted list. Mueller said
no answers would be forthcom-
ing till the probe was completed
It was important to recognise
that the evidence collected had
to be admissible in court. Differ-
ent countries have different laws

Bntral Agricultural University, imphal (Mampurj
& 100% of the seats in Nafianal Nairv Racaarch instituter Karn’l (Maruana) in
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FOUR POLICEMEN KILLED, 20 INJURED
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ack on American WW

Center in Kolkata

By Malabika Bhattacharya

KOLKATA, JAN. 22. In the biggest
suspected terrorist strike in West
Bengal, gunmen today killed four
policemen and critically wound-
ed 20 persons in front of the
American Center on the Jawahar-
lal Nehru Road here.

The incident took place half a
km from a maidan where police-
men were rehearsing for the Re-
public Day parade.

The ‘ride-by” shooting oc-
curred at 6.35 a.m. when the area
was enveloped in fog.

Eyewitnesses said four gunmen
on two motorcycles came and
sprayed bullets on the security
personnel who were handing over
charge to the morning shift per-
sonnel.

About three dozen policemen
present there were so shocked
that they did not fire even a single
shot in retaliation.

“We were so surprised that we
could not react,” said an injured
policeman, Roshan Chhetri. The
killers were clad in Army fatigue
and had their AK-47 and AK-56
rifles hidden behind black shawls.

The four policemen were killed
on the spot and 18 others were
injured in an operation that lasted
just four minutes. The other two
injured are a pedestrian and a pri-
vate security guard hired by the
American Center.

Of the nine persons admitted to
hospital, four were battling for
life, the attending doctors said.

It looked like a battlefield with
bodies and puddles of blood on
the pavement and road in front of
the American Center. The police
van, which was waiting to ferry
the nightshift policemen, bore the
marks of bullets.

The killers fired at least 54
rounds and even a nearby tree
had bullet marks. At least 20 or so
plastic chairs, caps and batons of
the unsuspecting policemen lay
scattered on the ground.

Police clueless
Police were clueless about the

Forensm experts take samples of blood m front of the Amerlcan Center
in Kolkata on Tuesday. — AP

identity of the assailants. But vari-
ous newspaper offices and private
televisions channels received
phone calls from people who
identified themselves as leaders
of groups such as A.R. Comman-
do and the Harkat-ul-Jehad-i-Is-
lami.

Police are trying to ascertain
whether the attack was sponsored
by terrorists or a crime syndicate,
some of whose members were ar-
rested in the course of the investi-
gations in relation to the
abduction of the city business-
man, Partha Roy Burman.

“We heard that certain militant
outfits had claimed responsibility
for the American Center mas-
sacre. We are still in the process of
verifying it,” the Chief Minister,
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, said.
He visited the injured policemen
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in hospital. Security at all foreign
consulates and other vital instal-
lations in the city have been
strengthened in view of the inci-
dent. Mr. Bhattacharjee held
meetings with senior police and
Government officials to review
the security measures. A special
alert was sounded in the State and
all entry and exit points have been
sealed.

The U.S. consulate, located
about 500 metres from the Amer-
ican Center, is under a security
blanket with concrete barriers put
up in front of the building during
the day. Both the consulate and
the American Center would re-
main closed till further notice.

The Chief Minister, had in-
formed the Home Minister, L.K.
Advani, about today’s incident.
He visited the American Center

and discussed the incident and its
ramifications with the U.S. Con-
sul-General, Christopher Sandro-
lini.

The Congress and the Trina-
mool Congress condemned the
attack but accused the State Gov-
ernment of ‘‘abject failure to
check terrorism”.

Threat to Viswabharathi

All police stations in the Birb-
hum district were put on alert as
an anonymous letter threatened «
to blow up the Viswabharathi
University at Santiniketan and the«
Bakreshwar thermal power sta-
tion, among other institutions, on
the Republic Day.

“We have taken it seriously and
are stepping up security,” the Su-
perintendent of Police, Jayanta
Kumar Basu, said.
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CBI SHARES INFORMATION ON U.S. CENTER ATTACK WITH FBI

Phone call

By Vinay Kumar «‘"9 /\

NEW DELHI, JAN. 23. In a crucial development in
the probe into the shooting incident outside
the American Center in Kolkata on Tuesday,
Central agencies have traced the telephone
number of the caller — Farhan Malik alias
Aftab Ansari — to Dubai. He has allegedly
owned responsibility for the attack saying that
it was the handiwork of the Harkat-ul-Jehad-i-
Islami.

CBI sources said that Farhan Malik — an
Indian belonging to Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh
— had telephoned the Superintendent of Po-
lice, CID, Kolkata, from Dubai at about 10 a.m.
on Tuesday threatening similar attacks by his
group in Delhi and Gujarat after claiming re-
sponsibility for the Kolkata outrage.

Stretching its resources and expertise, the
CBI — which had probed the March 1993
Bombay serial blasts where several important
leads had the Dubai connection — tracked
down the telephone number from where the
call was made to Kolkata.

Talking to The Hindu this evening, the CBI
Director, P.C. Sharma, said the telephone

>3

number }% een conveyed to the U.S. au-
thorities throygh proper channels. As things
stood now, the scene of follow-up action
might shift to Dubai. It was still being ascer-
tained whether the telephone was that of Ma-
lik or a public one.

Mr. Sharma, who had an hour-long meet-
ing with the visiting Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) chief, Robert S. Mueller, on
Tuesday, said the CBI was offering all possible
assistance in investigating the Kolkata inci-
dent. The agency also happens to host the
core group on terrorism which collects and
disseminates information relating to terrorist
incidents.

The FBI has agreed to share information on
interrogation records and documents of the
Al-Qaeda and Taliban cadre which it has col-
lected in Afghanistan as well as from Pakistan.
It was pointed out that a majority of the rec-
ords ‘and documents were being translated
and would be made available in due course of
time.

Mr. Sharma said the FBI chief was also told
about Omar Sheikh, British citizen and gradu-
ate of the London School of Economics, who

raced to Dubai

was lodged in the Tihar Jail here. Omar Sheikh
was one of the three terrorists freed by India in
return for the safe release of hostages of the
hijacked 1C-814 flight to Kandahar in Decem-
ber 1999. He said the use of third countries for
targeting India by terrorist groups was indica-
tive from the Kolkata shooting incident.

The CBI chief said the subject of the FBI
registering a case in the IC-814 hijacking as an
American citizen was on the flight also figured
during the discussions. The CBI would sup-
port the move of extradition of the hijackers of
IC-814 to the U.S. from Pakistan as it would
mean beginning of trial there. The CBI pre-
sentation for the visiting FBI team also fo-
cussed on the IC- 814 hijacking case.

As the FBI Director’s visit comes amid hec-
tic diplomatic initiatives in the post-Decem-
ber 13 scenario, Mr. Sharma said terrorism
should be tackled through a global approach.
On the list of 22 wanted Indian criminals and
terrorists believed to be sheltered in the U.S,,
he said the list included nine Punjab militants.
Such information was being periodically
shared with the FBI.

By Malabika Bhattacharya

KOLKATA, JAN. 23. The Dubai-based Farhan Malik
alias Aftab Ansari, prime suspect in Tuesday’s Kol-
kata killings — and said to be operating from Pakis-
tan — may be put in the list of India’s Most Wanted
which the Centre would give to Pakistan with a
request for extradition.

The Special Secretary, Union Home Ministry,
Ashok Bhandari, who flew here on Tuesday, is be-
lieved to have told the State Government to hand
over all evidences relating to the incident so that
the Centre could bring Ansari — suspected to be
enjoying the support of Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence, Pakistan support — back home for
trial.

A two-member FBI team was in the city today to
ascertain whether there was enough evidence to
link the ISI with Tuesday’s killings.

According to reports with the CID, Ansari’s pass-
port shows that he shuttles between Dubai and Ka-
rachi. The State Government became aware of
Ansari’s existence at the time of the abduction of
Partha Roy Burman, owner of Khadim shoes and a
city- based businessman. Ansari played a key role in
the planning and execution of the abduction.

The American Center is said to have found vital
clues to the identity of the assailants. The FBI men
are going through the video footage of the shootout
obtained from the closed circuit television camera
installed at the Center.

Ansari, belonging to the Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Isla-
mi, had telephoned certain city-based newspapers
and private television channels and the CID offi-
cials from Dubai on Tuesday claiming responsib-
ility for th/e killings. “I want you to know and

Farhan Malik’s extrdition may be sought

through it your people, Government and police,
that I, on behalf of AR. (Asif Reza) Commando
Force, am taking the full responsibility (for the kill-
ings),” he told The Telegraph newspaper. 3

The killings, Ansari explained, was to avenge the|
death of Rajan alias Asif Reza Khan, prime suspect|,
in the abduction of Partha Roy Burman, a few|
months ago. Rajan, one of Ansari’s key men, was||
killed in an encounter with policemen in Rajkot inj;
Gujarat some time back.

“I can assure you that the investigation is pro—'\
gressing smoothly. We are moving in the right di-
rection. We hope to be in a position to tell you who
the killers are, soon,'’ Mr. Bhandari said.

The U.S. Consul-General in Kolkata, Christopher
J. Sandrolini, met Government officials at the State
headquarters today and expressed satisfaction over
the stepped-up security arrangement at the Amer-
ican Center and the U.S. consulate, located close .
by. Meanwhile, about 50 persons have been de- .
tained here for interrogation. Police are also exam-
ining the international calls made in the past few
days to get a possible clue. They are conducting
intensive combing operations all over the State in
search of the assailants. The administration is keep-
ing a close watch on the madrasas, especially in the
districts bordering Bangladesh.

“We have not been able to confirm the claims V\
made by certain terrorist outfits for the Kolkata kill-
ings,” Amit Kiran Deb, State Home Secretary, said.
“We are collaborating with the Central intelligence
agencies to find out the culprits. If they think they
would need the help of the Interpol, they would do
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THE DEFENCE MINISTER, George Fernandes,
is absolutely correct when he says that other
nations do not have the right to demand that
India pull back its troops from the western bor-
der. But there is a fundamental question which
goes well beyond such strident, even aggressive,
assertions of sovereign privilege — should we
de-escalate the situation on the border? The
cool-headed and rational answer, which is of-
ten lost in the noisy chorus of war rhetoric, is
yes. A good way to begin addressing the ques-
tion is by analysing New Delhi’s pre-conditions
for de-escalation, which would mean scaling
down the massive deployment of Indian forces
{now locked eyeball to eyeball with their Pakis-
tani counterparts) and taking other appropriate
steps to signal that the threat of war has reced-
ed. Mr. Fernandes and other senior function-
aries in the NDA Government have linked Qe-
escalation to the fulfillment of two demands —
the handing over of the terrorists on India’s
wish-list by Pakistan and its putting a clear and
unmistakable end to infiltration and cross-bor-
der terrorism. With New Delhi signalling that
President Musharraf will be given some time to
meet the latter demand, the focus has shifted
almost wholly to New Delhi’s list of 20 terrorists.

To link de-escalation to the return of the ‘Ter-
rible Twenty’ is, to understate the point, not the
brightest of ideas. To begin with, there is the
risk — which has already turned real with Isla-
mabad preparing a counter-roster of alleged
Pakistani criminals living in India — that the
diplomatic battle of wits will turn into a dreary
and unrewarding battle of lists. Debates about
lack of proof, discussions about extradition pro-
cedures, differences over details can only mean
frustration and delay. Moreover, New Delhi is
also helpless in a sense since it cannot prevent
the fugitives from moving to other havens in the
Middle East or elsewhere. India may have every

THE CASE FOR DE-ES
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reason to maintain a cautious scepticism while
waiting to see whether Gen. Musharraf’s bold
words on January 12 against extremism and in-
tolerance are translated into action. But at the
same time, it cannot ignore the fact that the
Pakistani regime has already initiated some cou-
rageous steps in cracking down on jehadi ele-
ments. At last count, some 2,000 Islamic
fundamentalists have been put into prison,
among them a clutch of national and local-level
leaders.

It may be one of the many ironjes of the pre-
sent situation that an undemocratic Pakistani
regime headed by none other than\the architect
of the Kargil occupation has initiated a process
which holds out the hope of a radical reduction
in infiltration and cross-border terrorism. But
Gen. Musharraf (albeit reluctantly and under se-
vere international pressure) has been pitch-
forked into a war against extremism and it is in
India’s own interest to ensure that he carries it
through all the way. In reining in the jehadis,
Gen. Musharraf has come under pressure from

- various segments (army, political, public) of his

domestic constituency. Pushing him much fur-
ther, by upping the ante or even maintaining the
existing levels of heat, carries the risk of derail-
ing the process he has initiated — a factor which
must be entered into New Delhi’s diplomatic
calculus. De-escalation and an offer of dialogue
would do more than reduce the risk of what
could be only a futile and profitless war. It would
thwart the impression that New Delhi has closed
the window of opportunity thrown open by Isla-
mabad’s moves to contain Islamic extremism
and is reluctant to negotiate a solution to the
Kashmiir crisis. Just as importantly, it might just
provide Gen. Musharraf — who has promised
that acts of terrorism in the name of Kashmir
will no longer be tolerated — with the necessary
elbow room to finish a job he has started. /
1




“US. will help India check lnf' tra n

(\\'\ AN Times News Network & 1%
NEW DELHI: India and the U.S. will discuss 31 tary cooperation
against terrorism for the first time even as the U.S. helps set up a pilot
project to defend the Indian border against infiltration. Both subjects
will be discussed within the ambit of the joint working group on count-
er-terrorism, which began its two-day meeting here on Monday.
While both Indian and U.S. officials were not ready to give out
details, the pilot project, could enable India to install high-tech sensors
that would help detect human movement across the border. A demon-
stration project will be undertaken by Sandia Laboratories from Los
Alamos. The two sides provided even fewer details about the military
to military cooperation which will be discussed on Tuesday, but
Frances Taylor, the State Department coordinator on counter-terror-
ism, said the U.S. was working with several countries on improving mil-
itary capacity for the global campaign against terrorism. - :
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Key A/rmy commander

~
-
HT Correspondent .v‘\ \
New Delhi, January 20
LT-GEN KAPIL Vij, one of the
key commanders in the current
build-up on the Western Front,
has been asked to go on leave.
Sources in Army Headquarters
informally admitted that this
virtually amounts to a sack.

He was on Thursday relieved
of the command of the Ambala-
based 2 Corps. Reports suggest
that Lt-Gen Vij had ordered
movements of troops under his
command without the knowl-
edge and approval of his superi-
ors.

Lt.-Gen PK Thakur, Chief of
Staff Army Training Com-
mand, Shimla, has been attach-
ed to 2 Corps headquarters to
officiate as its commander.

g0 0

The orders were issued by the
Military Secretary at Army
Headquarters on Thursday. Lt.-
General Thakur's appointment
has to be approved by the
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet.

This is an unusual develop-
ment, especially at a time when
the Army has been mobilised
for the biggest-ever troop build-
up on the Pakistan Front. The
Ambala-based 2 Corps, which
Lt.-Gen Vij headed, has a crucial
role in the build-up, and the mil-
itary plans in the event of out-
break of hostilities.

The Ambala-based 2 Corps is
one the three strike corps of the
Indian Army. A strike corps is
an elite formation, comprising
up to one lakh troops and a sub-
stantial armoured element,

n leav
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trained and equipped for offen-
sive operations inside enemy
territory in the event of war.

The two other strike corps
are the Mathura-based 1 Corps
and the Bhopal-based 21 Corps.
The Ambala Corps operates in
the Punjab-Rajasthan sector,
and is under the control of the
Western Command.

The Army declined to com-
ment officially on the reason
for Lt.-General Vij suddenly
being asked to go on leave. "Lt.-
General Vij had completed his
tenure as a corps commander,
and was due to be shifted out," a
spokesman said.

"He's on short leave," the
spokesman added, when asked
why Lt.-General Vij was not
given a posting if he was due to
move out.
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/MUSHARRAF SPEECH\I{OES NOT TAKE US ANYWHERE’

Nobody can ask us to

pull back F

NEW YORK, JAN. 20. The Defe ce
Minister, George Fernandes, {o-
day questioned the right of na-
tions to ask India to pull back its
troops and raise the fear of a bor-
der conflict turning into a flash-
point, and ruled out the threat of
a nuclear war.

Addressing the Indian commu-
nity leaders here, he took objec-
tion to western nations asking
India to pull back its forces on the
border saying such a step could
spark a flare-up.

Mr. Fernandes said Indian de-
fence forces were disciplined and
professional and obeyed the or-
ders of the political leadership
and the Government. They would
not act on their own and were
more than capable of defending
against any threat to India’s secu-
rity and sovereignty.

He described the talk of nuclear
danger in the sub- continent as an
insult to the people and leaders of
the region and said that there was
no nuclear threat. He said there
were several eyeball-to-eyeball
confrontations during the Cold

War era but nuclear bombs were
never used.

Referring to Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism, he said it was al-
so abetting militancy in the
north-east though its activities in
Kashmir were in the spotlight.

Asking Indians not to be ob-

sessed with Pakistan, Mr. Fer-
nandes said Islamabad was no
match for New Delhi in any
sphere. On his discussions in
Washington with senior Bush ad-
ministration officials, he said the
defence ties between India and
the U.S. had seen many ups and
downs. He added that relations
between Washington and New
Delhi should not be dependent
on any third country.
- Inan interview to Fox News tel-
evision, Mr. Fernandes virtually
ruled out de-escalation on the
border until Pakistan fulfilled two
of India’s demands that Islama-
bad hand over criminals and ter-
rorists and stop cross-border
terrorism.

“What good it would do when
you (Pakistan) enable these ter-

ernandes
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rorists from your territory even

today to move into our territory,”
he added.

Asked whether he expected a
peaceful solution, he said “all of
us want a peaceful solution. That
is why despite having sent .our
troops right up to the frontlines,
we got into seeking diplomatic
ways of resolving this problem”.

On Gen. Musharraf’s promise
in a recent speech to crack down
on terrorism, Mr. Fernandes said
the words that there will be a
crackdown “do not take us any-
where when we are witnessing
trans-border terrorism on a daily
basis. Nothing has changed since
the speech in terms of deliver-
ing".

When the interviewer noted
that Gen. Musharraf had turned
over seven members of Al-Qaeda
to the U.S., he replied “if he has
turned over seven members of Al-
Qaeda to the U.S., then he should
hand over the 20 others we have
named”’. — PTI

Islamabad denies transit
facility for Indian wheat

ey

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 20 Pakistan has decided not to
extend transit facility for the Indian wheat
being supplied to Afghanistan under the World
Food Programme (WFP), on the ground that it
is infected.

“We have decided not to allow the transit of
Indian wheat through Pakistan due to reports
that it was infested with germs and diseases
which can harm Pakistani wheat,” the Federal
Minister for Food, Agriculture and Livestock,
Khair Muhammad Junejo, said at a.press
conference here.

Mr. Junejo said the Government had
communicated its reservation to the World
Food Programme (WFP). “We have told them
that Pakistan would not take any risk which
might harm its wheat”.

The WFP had made a deal with India for

50,000 ynes of wheat for the Afghan refugees,

which was to be transported through Pakistan.

The Minister said the WFP had requested
Pakistan to provide 200,000 tonnes of wheat
and of this it had lifted 80,000 tonnes. The
remaining would be lifted soon.

The Pakistan Agriculture Ministry said the
Indian wheat, infested with “seed-borne fungus
like striga and disease like Karnal Bunt,” could
harm wheat production during the germination
of seeds.

Under a new policy, the Pakistan Government
had decided to allow private sector to export’
wheat and the target for the current financial
year was put at 1.3 millions.

“The Government will start the bidding
process from next week and it will be
completed by April 30 to clear a backlog of 1.3
million tonnes of surplug wheat”, the Pakistan
Commerce Minister, Abdul Razook Dawood,
said.

IS R B

" Pakistan moots
four-part peace
process

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 20. The
Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, has suggested a four-
part process to defuse the crisis
in Kashmir, which among other
things, would involve New Delhi
and Islamabad to accept the
centrality of Kashmir to the
dispute to enable them to move
beyond their long-held
positions.

“Indians say ‘Let’s discuss all
issues’ but sometimes they leave
out Kashmir. Kashmir is the
core issue,” Gen. Musharraf told
the Aspen Strategy Group which
was reported in The New York
Times.

According to Gen. Musharraf’s
four-part process, India and
Pakistan must resume an official
dialogue, both must accept the
premise that Kashmir is central
to the dispute, eliminate from
discussions what each side finds
unacceptable and finally,
construct an agreement on the
basis of alternatives to their
known positions.

Gen. Musharraf referred to the
Agra Summit and once again
voiced his disappointment to
the visiting group of American
national security experts that
the Indian Cabinet had
overturned a declaration which
he had negotiated with the
Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee,
and regretted that an accord
was “‘scuttled” by hardliners.

The “body language” of Mr.
Vajpayee suggested that he
wanted to be conciliatory on
Kashmir, Gen. Musharraf said,
adding that India should be
more imaginative in its
approach.

Initially he was reluctant to
crack down on religious
extremists, but soon realised
that his actions were supported
by an overwhelming number of

_people of his country, he said.

“I thought ten times about
putting my hand in the beehive
of religious extremism,” Gen.
Musharraf said.

After witnessing the protest of
militants “I realised this was the
maximum they could do and
that the vast majority of the
people were with me’".

See also Page 9
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US defence official
on review

Srinjoy Chowdhury. ms«w Sin
in Nl:wy Delhi/Srinagar . ﬁ‘

Jan. 20. — The director of the USAs
Defence Intelligence Agency is here to
discuss the situation in Jammu and Kashmir
and along the Indo-Pak border with military
and Intelligence officials.

Vice-Admiral Thomas R Wilson is back in
Delhi after a short trip to J&K. He was
accompanied by the US ambassador, Mr
Robert Blackwill.

He’ll be in the capital for a couple of days
and meet senior officers of the armed forces
and Intelligence bigwigs. His visit, defence
officials said, was a return visit and part of
the military-to-military exchanges that were
being institutionalised. Senior Indian
defence Intelligence officials had visited the
USA some time ago.

The DIA is involved in Intelligence-
gathering and analysis for the army, navy, air
force and marines.

The visit is another example of closer
cooperation between the two countries on
security issues. During his visit to J&K today,
the DIA chief “assessed the situation on the
ground” (infiltration and other militant
activities). Among those whom he met were
the chief minister, Dr Farooq Abdullah, and
Lt-Gen JBS Yadav, commander of 16 Corps
(based in Nagrota). An official said the US
government mostly agreed with India on
military affairs, infiltration and terrorism.

Dr Abdullah couldn’t be present at the
airport during the taking off of the first-ever
direct flight for Ha; pilgrims from Srinagar
because of his * preoccupatnon with Vice-
Admiral Wilson. “The ceremony was
attended by the minisger of state for external
affairs, Mr Omar Abdullah, and the Union
civil av1anbn mxmster Mr Syed Shahnawaz
Hussain. *

The chief minister sald he had discussed

stand a
process

led Gen Musharraf to defer his : An

Misgmded
~ patriotism

SHIVPURI (MP), Jan. 20. -
Two teenagers decided to kill
Gengral _Pervez Musharraf.
to: finance the *mission’

St N

issues such as Pakistan-backed terrorism and
Intelligence sharing with Vice-Admiral
Wilson. Dr Abdullah accompanied the
Intelligence chief to Delhi.

On Pakistan’s “retaliatory” move to
submit its list of wanted criminals to India,
Mr Omar Abdullah said: “Let Pakistan first
take action on the list of gangsters and

Lt-Gen sent on leave

NEW DELHI, Jan. 20. — Even as a war-
like situation prevails on the Indo-Pak
border, a Lt-Gen based in Rajasthan has
been ‘removed’.

The defence ministry hasn’t issued any
statement, but defence sources said Lt-
Gen Kapil Vij, commander of 2 Corps
(usually based in Ambala) has “been asked
to go on leave.” Such a decision in the
middle of a situation that could blow up
into a war is unusual, and there is
speculation that the move is related to the
recent fire at Bikaner in which a lot of
equipment was destroyed. But how could
the corps commander be held responsible
for the incident was not clear. Lt-Gen Vij
was sent on leave on Thursday.

The 2 Corps is one of the three elite
strike forces of the Army, comprising the
offensive capacity. Like other two strike
corps, 2 Corps is now at a little distance
from the Indo-Pak border.

— SNS

terrorists which India had given to it, and
only then we would consider anything about
the proposed list which Islamabad is
planning to submit to the Indian
authorities”.

General Pervez Musharraf’s statement
that the Indian nationals who figured in the
list of 20 were not in Pakistan has made New

mission
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Delhi sceptical about his intentions. “Gen
Musharraf is a short-sighted person. He had
enough time to move them from and within
Pakistan. He should look for them not only
in the strict geographical boundaries of his
country but also in areas occupied and
controiled by it,” Mr Abdullah said.
Powell optimistic: The US secretary of state
today said the Indo-Pak situation “has
improved” a little in the last one week and a
decision has been taken to find a diplomatic
solution to differences between the
neighbours, agencies adds from Washington.
The situation was, however, still tense, he
told Fox News from Tokyo, and Washington

would remain concerned till there was a

complete de-escalation.

General Colin Powell said his
conversations in Islamabad and New Delhi,
where he had been last week, had convinced
him that “things have improved a little bit in
the last week... but it’s still a tense situation
and not a desirable situation when there are
armies facing one another at a close distance
but both are trying to find a peaceful
solution.”

The troops, he said, would not return to
their peace-time locations till sufficient
confidence had been built up between the
two sides.

He said Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and Gen
Musharraf were interested in a solution
through diplomatic and political means.

The Prime Minister, Gen Powell said, was
impressed by the Pakistani President’s speech
in which he had talked of getting tough
against terrorists. He had followed up on his
commitment, the secretary of state said.

On India’s demand that Pakistan hand
over 20 terrorists, he said Gen Musharraf
was examining the list closely.

On the Pakistani President’s statement
that Osama bin Laden may have died, he
said: “We don’t know where he is and we
don’t know whether he is dead or alive.”

Kalyan fields Phoolan sister

~Statesman News Service

speech from 10 January to 12
January. He made changes in his
speech to “take a harder line
against India”. It was only after
the corps commanders’ “approv-
al of the changes” that the Presi-
dent addressed the nation.
Sources, however, said the
commanders’ dissent didn’t
amount to a challenge to the
General’s leadership. The US
support to the President is
among the factors muting any
opposition to him. But the oppo-
sition is strong enough for the
General to delay what sources

Turn to page 4

spired by films like Gadar and

:h ktdnapped their. em-
yer's eight-year-old. son
later k:llecé hlzln T!l:e

tﬁanagm surrendered to the

. police and were arrested.

Manoj Ojha (16) and Ram
waas Namdev (17), ‘both

* from village Khatora, were ar-

rested yesterday and- they've

confessed ‘their crime. In-

. Mission Kashmir, the duo had
decided to go to Pakistan and
kill Gen Musharraf.

They kidnapped Shanu on
11 January for a ransom.

mm '

LUCKNOW, Jan. 20. — The Samajwadi Party had finally turned
away from the family of its slain MP, Phoolan Devi. It wasn’t
nominating anyone from her family for the Mirzapur Lok Sabha
seat which the once-dacoit-queen represented. It was understood
that the decision was prompted by intense bickering in Phoolan’s
family.since her murder.

But the Rashtriya Kranti Party chief, Mr Kalyan Singh, has no
such problems. He promptly accepted Phoolan’s sister, Munni Devi
into his party and nominated her for the constituency today.

Phoolan’s husband, Mr Umed Singh, has also declared his
intention to contest the Mirzapur Lok Sabha seat. He strived very
hard to be nominated by the Samajwadi Party but his meetings and
pleadings didn’t move Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav. Having failed to
get the desired result, Mr Singh has decided to contest the seat as an
Independent. All this comes for one obvious reason: Mirazapur had
twice returned Phoolan.

More reports on page 2
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/Dawobd’s

handever to
have dramatic

effect: Advani
izl L

MUMBAI Jan. 20. — Mr LK
Advani tonight said if Pakistan
extradited Dawood Ibrahim, it
would have a “dramatic effect”
on the people. The Union home
minister was addressing a public
meeting here. - J

“If Pakistan do Lot foliow
the Simla agreement, it will
have to face the consequences,”
he said. “We will achieve a
decisive victory over Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism and resolve
the vexed Jammu and Kashmir
dispute completely.”

In New York, Mr George
Fernandes today questioned the
right of nations to ask India to
pull back its troops and raise the
fear of a border conflict turning
into a flashpoint. He ruled out
the threat of a nuclear war.

Addressing Indian commu-
nity leaders, he said the defence
forces were disciplined and
professional. “They won’t act on
their own and are more than
capable of defending against
any threat to India.”

The  defence  minister
described the talk of nuclear
danger in the subcontinent as an
insult to the people and leaders
of the region. He pointed out
that there were several eyeball-
to-eyeball confrontations during
Cold War but nuclear bombs
were never used. He said
Pakistan was also abetting
terrrorism in the North-east.

In Srinagar, the minister of
state for external affairs, Mr
Omar Abdullah, today said
there were mixed signals about
implementation of the steps
announced by President Pervez
Musharraf to crack down on
extremists.

Asserting that de-escalation
at the border was not in the
offing in near future, he said:
“After a week, Pakistan is
continuing with its dilly-dallying
attitude towards the demands of
India. Though the speech of
Gen Musharraf was right, New
Dethi has decided this time that
it won’t rely completely on the
promises.”

The impact of Gen Musha-
rraf’s speech could be realised .
in March when snow melts in
the mountain passes, Mr
Abdullah told reporters at the
airport after seeing off the Haj
flight from Srinagar. “For the
time being, he (Musharraf)
could show his seriousness by
handing over the terrorists in
the list already provided by New
Delhi.”
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éeorge in US

to boost /, 1.«
defence ties

Yy M
S Rajagopalan H { (
Washington, January 17 (Ql {
ANS

DEFENCE MINISTER George
Fernandes has arrived here for

“talks to consolidate Indo-US
defence cooperation following
Washington’s lifting of post-
Pokhran II sanctions a few
months ago. Parleys on resump-
tion of US military sales to India
and signing of an agreement for
sharing military Intelligence are
on the anvil.

Fernandes will also use his
presence here to reiterate India’s
stand that it will not pull back its
forces from the border as long as
Pakistan does not effectively end
cross-border terrorism. He will
highlight the fact that New Delhi
is still awaiting follow-up action
on President Pervez Musharraf’s
promises.

The Defence Minister, who will
have substantive discussions
with Defence Secretary Donald
Ruimsfeld, will also have meet-
ings with Vice-President Dick
Cheney and National Security
Advisor Condoleezza Rice.

He is being accompanied by an
eight-member delegation of
senior defence officials.During
his meetings, Fernandes is also
expected to seek a clarification
on the US’ reported reservations

on Israel selling its Phalcon -

AWACS at this juncture.

The State Department, while
asserting that it is all for the sale,
has raised questions on its “tim-
ing”, ostensibly due to the cur-
rent Indo-Pak confrontation.

US sources are still to clarify
the position vis-a-vis the Arrow-2
anti-missile system, which Israel
had offered to India. A senior
official had stated that the sale of
this item would violate the Mis-
sile Technology Control Regime.
India has been looking for a
potent anti-missile complement
to protect its major cities and

vital installations. /

—
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/Experts d fend India’s pu

nti-missile system

of Israeli

Times News Network ( \ gcapable of detecting and tracking

MUMBALI Defence experts say
India’s decision to buy the Arrow
anti-missile system from Israel,
which caused consternation
among U.S. state department offi-
cials, is long overdue.

They say that the global prolif-
eration of ballistic and cruise mis-
siles has heightened India’s need
to acquire a theatre missile
defence system, which includes an
overlapping network of early
warning sensors, command posts
and anti-missile missiles.

The Arrow system, which was
finally approved for sale by
Washington on Tuesday, is neces-
sary to counter a possible
Pakistani missile attack, say these
experts who did not wish to be
identified. They point out that the
Pakistani nuclear-capable Ghauri
missile would take just 10 to 12
minutes to reach a target in most
parts of the country.

The Arrow system works
releasing a spray of bomblets at
an approaching missile. This
destroys the missile before it

mussiles as far as 500 kilometres
away and intercepting them when
they are 50 to 90 kms from the tar-
get. Experts say that detonation
within 40 to 50 metres is sufficient
to disable a warhead.

They say that the Arrow system
includes a hypersonic ballistic
missile interceptor, a launcher, a
control system, a long-range elec-
tronic search, fire control radar
and a mobile fire control centre.

The system is the result of a
joint U.S.-Israeli programme cost-
ing 1.5 billion dollars, and was
originally developed to counter
threats from Iran. Nearly 60 per
cent of the project is funded by
Israel, with the Israeli Aircraft
Industries being the prime con-
tractor. Israel began work on the
system in 1986 by signing a mem-
orandum of understanding with
the US.

During the Gulf War, Israel was
reportedly disappointed with the
performance of the American-
made Patriot anti-missile system.
The Arrow project was meant to
satisfy Israel’s need for an inter-
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ceptor to defend its military assets
and population centres.
Meanwhile, N.K. Pant, an
Indian Air Force electronics
expert, has said the air force
urgently needs the Phalcon air-
borne early warning system —
which also was approved for sale
— if it has to maintain its
cutting edge. .
“Since the nation’s air powe}
can deter and dominate the hos:
tile air force equipped with
nuclear weaponry only througl
electronic superiority, it is imper
tive that these electronic eyes bgq
urgently provided to the IAEY
Wing Commander Pant is quotea
in a defence journal as saying.
He said the Phalcon airbornd
warning system has the capability
to detect airspace intrusions more
than 300 kilometres away. This, he
said, will give enough time to initi-
ate quick counter measures. He
said the Phalcon system will pro-
vide an all-weather surveillance
command, control and communi-
cations. “Its price tag of $ 250 mil-

reaches its target. The system is

THE TIMES OF INDIA

{4 Jan 202

lion for two aircraft Avas reason-
able,” he stated.
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Poto’s Karnataka
¢ model worrlsome
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esplte he assent given

recently by the President

to the Karnataka Cont-

rol of Organised Crime

Bill, the Act continues to worry

journalists and publications in
the state.

This is because its definition of

the word “abet” includes “pass-

ing on or publication of, without '

any lawful authority, any infor-
mation likely to assist organised
crime syndicate and the passing
on or publication of or distri-
bution of any document or
matter obtained from the crime
syndicate.”

The retention of this clause in
the KCOC Bill and the Pre-
sident’s approval to the Act
come at a time when the Centre
has agreed to reintroduce the
controversial  Prevention of
Terrorism Ordinance after with-
drawing provisions which had
left newsmen uneasy. Poto, it
may be recalled, is modelled
after the KCOC Bill and the
Maharashtra Control of Organi-
sed Crime Bill.

Considering the Centre’s deci-
sion, it was expected that the
Karnataka government, too,
would make appropriate amend-
ments to the KCOC Bill.

This is because fears about a
wrong or subjective interpre-
tation by the government of the
clause concerned cannot be
brushed aside. Of course, the
state government and its law
minister Chandre Gowda, have,
from time to time, assured jour-
nalists and the people in general
that they have nothing to worry
or feel threatened about.

Even Chief Minister SM
Krishna has held out the hope
that the government’s actions
would not violate anyone’s civil
rights.

While supporting the chief
minister’s views, senior police
officers admit in private that now
that the Delhi administration has
also invoked the MCOC provi-
sions, the Karnataka government
has built a stronger case for the
KCOC.

More so, as the KCOC has
been modelled after MCOC. No
‘oubt, the Act is ‘suppgieflly

The President’s nod to the Karnataka Control of Organlsed
Crime Act without amendments is making newsmen uneasy. One
of the reasons being the definition of the word ‘abet’ in a clause
includes passing on or publication of, without legal authority, any
information likely to assist an organised crime syndicate and the
passing on, publication or distribution of any document obtained
from the crime syndicate, writes TYAGARAJ SHARMA

| B

Considering the Centre agreed to amend Poto after widespread protests, including from journalistic quarters, it was
expected that the Karnataka government, too, would make appropriate changes to the KCOC Bill. — AP/PT!

aimed at curbing  growing
incidents of organised crime in
the state, yet to cover publi-
cation and distribution of what
are obviously journals. maga-
zines and newspapers 10 its ambit
cannot but Jeave journalists
apprehensive.

For instance, the state
government could even tind an
excuse to trouble the editor and
reporters of Nakeeran, the Tamil
magazine, arguc critics of the
Bill. After all, its editor, R

Gopal, went to the forest to meet
Veerappan, never mind the fact
that in 2000 at least he was
visiting  the brigand as an
emissary of the governments of
Karnataka and  Tamil Nadu, to
negotiate  Kannada  actor
Rajkumar's release. they argue.
{t may be recalled that recently
the  Special Task  Force
constituted by the governments
of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to
nab Veerappan, took into cus-
tody a senior reporter of Nakee-

ran for questioning.

Of equal importance is the
fact that the committee consti-
tuted under the Act to review the
orders passed by competent
authorities for interception of
“wire, electronic or oral com-
munication”. comprises only
bureaucrats. -

To quote Clause 16 of the
KCOC Bill, “The review com-
mittee shall consist of the
following ex-officio members,
namely, the chief secretary of the

Chief Minister SM Krishna: Has held
out the hope that the government’s
actions willsnot violate civil rights.

government of Karnataka as
chairman, the Principal Secre-
tary. Home Department as
Member and the secretary to the
government of Karnataka, Law
department, also as member.”

This does not augur well for
either the media or the public. It
would perhaps have been better
to appoint a member of the
judiciary to the review com-
mittec.

Furiher, Clause 27 of the Act,
too, is causing concern. The
clause. “Protection of action ta-
ken in good faith”, reads: “No
suit, prosecution or other legal
proceeding shall lie against the
state government or any officer
or authoiity of the state govern-
ment for anything which is in
good faith done or intended to
be done in pursuance of this Act
or any rule made thereunder or
any orders issued under any such
rule.”

In other words, no official can
be held responsible for wrongful
detention or action as the
government can always cite the
relevant clause  in its favour
along with its own interpre-
tation.” This is the most worri-
some aspect.

{The author is The Statesman’s
Bangalore-based Special Repre-

sentative. }
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‘Naval Chief harps
nuclea strlke

Statesman News Service

(ZAW
NEW DELHI; Jan. 16, — The nuclear issue came
to the fore yet again today with the Navy Chief,
Admirat Madhvendra Singh, saying any country
that rules out a first strike (like India) would have
to have a second strike capability and the most
asvured form of such a feature is at sea.
Refusing to confirm or deny whether his
warships  had ' nuclear weapons on them, the
Admiral, who spoke to the media, did not answer
questions about ‘plans to “build a nuclear
submarine ot to.lease one from Russia. Asked
about the Navy's preparedness for war, he said:
“Qur powder is dry... We are ready”.
Speakmg in conceptual’ terms,  without
mentioning ‘the word ‘submarine,’ he said it was

on sgg)ond
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more difficult to hit a target that was moving and
hidden, In fact, it’s impossible to find and destroy
one, he added. The Admiral said the most powerful
leg of the triad — assuming the three services have
nuclear capability- is the naval one. Later, experts
confirmed that US,or Russian ballistic submarines,
running on nuclear power, can survive and fire
ballistic missiles from under an ice-cap.

The Army Clief, General S Padmanabhan, had
spoken of India’s nuclear sufficiency in terms of
second-strike capability seve~al days ago and this
made Mr George Fernandes issue a clarification.

Commenting on closer Indo-US naval ties, the
Naval Chief confirmed that the next instalment of
Exercise Malabar involves American and Indian
ships participating in exercises.

However, the dates for the exercise haven’t
been fixed yet.
/
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White House 1o

By Chidanand Rajghattg A
Times News Network
WASHINGTON: The White
House on Tuesday clarified that it
supported the sale of the Phalcon
airborne warning and control sys-
tem (AWACS) and the Arrow anti-

missile system by Israel to India.
Seemingly over- gy
riding objections Sk
from the State
Department,
White House offi- E
cials told their |
Indian counter-
parts that
Washington was
not opposed to the
transaction.
However, they
were a little con- ** ‘
cerned about the timing of the sale.
Some State Department officials
had expressed opposition to the
sale on Monday, queering the pitch
ahead of defence minister George
Fernandes’ visit to Washington
beginning on Wednesday. When
Indian officials sought clarifica-
tions from the administration, they

tHEC

were told that the U.S. had in prin-
ciple no objections to Israel fulfill-
ing its contractual obligations.

A senior Indian defence official
told this correspondent that India
had from the outset told Israel that
the deal would go ahead only if Tel
Av1v could ensure that there would
gz not be any prob-

lems with
Washington. Close
military ties
between  Israel

and the US,, espe-
cially in the areas
of weapons
research and
development,
have often result-

ed in Washington
D. Rumsfeld exercising  tight
oversight over Israeli arms sales to
other countries.

The surmise here is that the
State Department official who had
expressed reservations about the
sale was not articulating the gov-
ernment’s policy but only express- 1
ing the views of the non-prolifera- 1
tion lobby. s




We are fully prepared for e
battle, says naval chiel 2

Times News Network

NEW DELHI: Choosing “not to
confirm or deny
the existence of
nuclear weapons
on Indian war-
2 ships”, navy
chief Admiral
Madhvendra
Singh said on
Wednesday the
B naval fleet was

scakses fully capable and
ready to tackle any eventuality in
the North Arabian Sea.

“In accordance with the govern-
ment’s directive, all three wings of
the armed forces are fully
mobilised. The navy is fully pre-
pared and its powder is dry,” said
Admiral Singh at his first press
conference after taking over as the
navy chief.

His interaction with the media,
coming shortly after similar ones
by the IAF and army chiefs and a
day before U.S. Secretary of State
Colin Powell’s visit here, served to
reinforce India’s warning to
Pakistan to take concrete steps to
end cross- border terrorism.

Faced with a barrage of ques-

tions regarding India’s nuclear
capability, Admiral Singh said he
would prefer to reply only “on the
conceptual level”. Any country
which “espouses a nuclear doctrine
of no first-use”, like India does,
“has an assured second-strike
capability”, he said.

“And countries which have a
nuclear weapon triad acknowledge
that the triad’s most powerful leg is
hidden and moving under the sea,”
he said. In other words, submarines
constitute the best delivery systems
for nukes. As for the heightened
Indo-Pak tension, the navy chief
said Indian warships were ready to
undertake operations at an eight-
hour notice and could travel 500
miles a day. “We are a blue water
navy and can transverse the oceans
as and when we want,” he asserted.

Asked as to whether the large
U.S. naval presence in the Arabian
Sea would hamper Indian opera-
tions in case of a conflict, he said,
“It may slightly complicate matters
but it does not worry us.”

He also did not attach much sig-
nificance to reports that recent
attempts by Pakistan to develop
Gawdar in Baluchistan as a naval

base with Chinese help wou} give
it a security depth unlike in the
1971 war. “It is still eight to 10 years
away..it does not worry us,” he said.

Admiral Singh remained non-
committal about some key strate-
gic issues. First, whether India
would lease a larger second
nuclear submarine. Second, the sta-
tus of the top-secret indigenous
advanced technology vessel (ATV)
project. And third, taking on lease
four TU-22s, long-range maritime
reconnaissance atrcraft which are
also nuclear-capable, from Russia.
“I will neither confirm or deny
this,” he responded.

Admiral Singh, however, was
more forthcoming on what the
navy wants. “The most pressing
need is to ensure that we get a
replacement for INS Vikrant (the
decommissioned aircraft carrier)
and INS Viraat (the Navy’s sole air-
craft carrier which has a limited life
left) and their aircraft,” he said.

Negotiations are in progress with
Russia for the acquisition of the
aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov.
“As and when both parties are
happy, the deal will be struck,” he
said.
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" SPIKING THE GUNS
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t would have been indicative of weak-
Iknees had it been made only in res-
ponse to some ruffled diplomatic
feathers. If it is true that the highest level
of government felt the need to do so of
its own volition then it points to a lack of
spine. The statement of the Defence
Minister seeking to clarify the remarks
on nuclear weapons made by the Army
Chief at his press conference last week is
bound to have a less than healthy impact
on the uniformed community. For it
must detract from the highly favourable
impression that General S Padmanabhan
had created of the Indian military

machine.

Rap on the knuckles

What must be borne in mind is that
the Chief never suggested that using nu-
clear weapons was part of the battle plans
Jor Operation Parakram. He was only
responding to a query concerning India’s
handling of a nuclear attack. He stressed
that nukes were not the weapons of war,
that only a “mad” person would use
them. And spoke of the widespread rami-
fications of an act of such madness.

Could anything less than a forceful
response have been warranted? Surely he
could not have been expected to go
Biblical and offer the other cheek. Nor
could he have been expected to duck the
issue. After the sub-continental nations
exercised their nuclear options the possi-
bility of such weapons being used is a fear
that spreads across the region. His cate-
goric response served to allay domestic
apprehensions of one-sided disaster.

So what if the Americans got hot un-
der the collar. Their double standards in-
clude the world having to stomach the
belligerence of Stormin’ Norman and
Johnny Franks, yet they cannot digest an
Indian military commander shooting
straight from the shoulder. Or was the
cause for the heartburn the fact that Gen
Padmanabhan was so articulately effec-
tive without being a braggart? For a
nation that made a hero of the bully that
Patton was, the objections seem petty.

It is difficult to understand why the top
echelon of the Government of India fail-
ed to understand the context in which the
Chief spoke of the reprisal that would
follow a nuclear attack on any Indian as-
set. Are those who speak on behalf of the
government putting out the line that
there was an in-house feeling that the
General had gone too far merely to cover
up the fall-out of the impression of hav-
ing buckled to western pressure? Or is
this yet another indication of ho® politi-
cians consider themselves free to make
the most outrageous of statements but

The author is Associate Editor, The
Statesman.

Government Muffles The Chief’s Message

By KEITH FLORY

expect the military leadership to keep its
lips buttoned?

A spokesman of the Prime Minister’s
Office asserted that the statement issued
by the Defence Minister was “a state-
ment of the government, any minister
could have made it.” Why then was it
issued by George Fernandes, who in pub-
lic perception is the General’s political
boss, and hence amounting to a rap on

the Chief’s knuckles. Even if it was not -

intended to be any kind of a reprimand,
it did send out a signal of that nature

which got the wheels of the local rumour
mill grinding at full throttle.

Ailaying apprehensions

[f there were serious concerns expres-
sed by the international community the
government would have been well ad-
vised to circulate a transcript of the
Chief’s press conference, which would
have sufficed to put any doubts at rest. By
coming out with a clarification even be-
fore the General’s observations had been
fully publicised the world over — tele-
vision is not the sole mass media, power-
ful as it may be — the government ap-
peared to be on a damage-control mis-
sion when there had really been no
damage to control.

The confident, though neither shrill
nor provocative, tenor of Gen Paddy’s
handling of media, served many a posi-
tive purpose. It went beyond reassuring
the Indian people that their armed forces
were strongly poised to implement the
stated will of the government that the 13
December attack on Parliament warran-
ted measures to crush terrorism once and
for all. It also silenced those who had
been arguing that the build-up on the
frontier was not fully desired by the for-
ces but pushed through to further poli-

tical ambitions in the forthcoming
assembly elections.

Gen Paddy also redressed some other
apprehensions in the process. For a va-
riety of factors — the air force mutiny,
the controversial sacking of a navy chief,
the negligence that permitted the in-
cursions into Kargil, the all-round dismay
at the recommendations of the Vth Pay
Commission, and frequent disclosures of
corruption in defence purchases — there
was a widespread public feeling that the
forces were not in the frame of mind
required to fight to the ultimate extent.
He cleared away those cobwebs in one
sweep. Top military commanders are not
mandated to indulge in diplomatic sweet-
nothings. They do not rush to the media
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— Paddy’s press conference was occa-
sioned by the upcoming Army Day cele-
brations, and he had not held a full-
fledged press conference sincs the Army
Day of 2001 — but when facing the
fourth-estate they cannot be expected to
act like wimps. It is worth noting that the
General declined to answer queries on
the specifics of the current deployment,
weapons employment and so on. He
needs nobody to instruct him on what
constitutes national interest.
Dissipating fighting spirit

The press conference was held at a
time when India was flashing a clear mes-
sage, that it was ready to go to war if
Pakistan did not abandon its policy of
using terrorism as an instrument of state
policy. Any pussy-footing by an army
chief would have diluted that message.
Unfortunately, the Defence Minister’s
statement — at the behest of the govern-
ment at large to be sufe — could have
had the water-down effect. Has the gov-
ernment not understood how Advani’s
no-nonsense line in the United States
has had more visible impact than
Jaswant Singh’s adherence to diplomatic
niceties?

It is inevitable that parallels will now
be drawn to previous incidents of the
government seeking to crack down on
what Service Chiefs have told the media.
It still riles the defence community when
Sharad Pawar’s statement in Parliament
is recalled that he wished that Gen. S F
Rodrigues had been “more careful” in
what he told a newspaper interviewer.
And who can forget the furore over Sam
Maneckshaw’s quip — again in response
to a query — that had he gone with his
regiment to Pakistan in 1947 India would
not have won the 1971 war! Politicians
have a poor sense of humour because
they take themselves so seriously they
panic when reacting to a military leader’s
media musings.

Yet there is a major difference to the
situations in which those previous con-
troversies arose. The only hostilities
during the Rodrigues fiasco was between
the bureaucrats of the MoD and the
Service Headquarters. Sam had just led
the Indian army to its most decisive
victory and such was the esteem in which
the public held him that the politicians
feared he might be tempted to take over
the country. Gen Padmanabhan waxed
eloquent at a time when his troops were
on hair-trigger alert. The attempt to, at
best, clarify what he had said had the
potential for causing sections of the
uniformed community to suspect that the
government was not 100% behind them.
Which would only serve to dissipate
the fighting spirit that ensures that the
bullets go home.



“US brake on Israel defence deal

FROM SUJAN DUTTA

New Delhi, Jan. 15: The US
has asked Israel to put on hold a
deal to sell three Phalcon early
warning systems to the Indian
Air Force.

The US decision, taken in
view of the standoff with Pak-
istan and disclosed a day before
defence minister George Fer-
nandes left for Washington, goes
to show just how fragile the na-
ture of the military-to-military
cooperation that India has been
hoping for still is.

The deal, estimated at $500
million, was all but clinched in
November when the director-
general of the Israeli defence
ministry, Amos Yaron, and
. Major-General Yossi Ben-
. Hanan, head of Sibat, the de-
fence ministry’s foreign wing,

visited Delhi. India had asked for
a guarantee that the deal would
not be subject to pressure from
the US.

Fernandes will be in Washin-
gton as the head of a delegation,
and talks to let Israel and India
go ahead with the Phalcon deal
will no doubt top its list of prior-
ities. Before leaving for America,
Fernandes told PTI that “as far
as I know, we are getting them”.

Even so, the American deei-
sion is a snub to the Indian
side. “We cannot comment on
developments right now. The

matter is still under discussion.

A full delegation will be in the
US,” the defence ministry’s
spokesman said.

India had urged Israel not to
subject the deal to American
pressure because of the experi-
ence with China. This is the sec-

ond time that the US has asked
Israel to put the deal on hold.

Originally, the Phalcon sys-
tems were being built by Israel
Aircraft Industries for Beijing
but Washington forced the deal
to be called off.

This time round, the percep-
tion in New Delhi is that an ac-
tive Pakistani lobby working in
the US has influenced the Ameri-
can decision.

“Frankly, I am not too
surprised. It is more or less
along expected lines,” says ana-
lyst and deputy director of the
Institute for Defence Studies and
Analysis Commodore C. Uday
Bhaskar.

“But I don’t think we should
get too shirty about it in the long
haul. Right now, India’s fight
against terrorism is tangential
to American interests. Pakistan

is more 1mpo n hem Had
Osama bin Laden n caught,
things might have been differ-
ent. In any case, we do not need
the Phalcons immediately in the
India-Pakistan context,” he
added.

According to the preliminary
agreement, Israel’s Elta Elec-
tronics Industries, the prime
contractor in the deal, was to fa-
cilitate the supply of the Phalcon
phased-array radar with the
Russian IL-76 airframe chosen
by India as the platform.

Air force sources in Delhi
said Phalcon will give India the
edge in airborne electronic intel-
ligence.

At the moment, it is possible
that Pakistan has an edge in this
segment with about seven differ-

ent types of unmapned aerial |-
vehicles. /n
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“Withdrawal only
“ if terrorism
e;\nds Fernandes

NEW DELH], Jan. 14, — The Army will not move
its troops from the border till Pakistan begins to
implement the promises made by General Pervez
Musharraf to end terrorism, Mr George Fernan-
des, said today.

The defence minister ruled out a limited war
. with Pakistan at the moment saying India was still
looking at diplomatic efforts, adding the Pakistani
President had made the commitments about terro-
rism to the whole world. Implementing them
would be necessary and though he may require
some time to deliver, it doesn't mean India will
wait indefinitely. He said even last night the Pakis-
tani army shelled Kargil and other parts of the
area, including Drass and the Mushkoh valley.

About the list of 20 criminals in Pakistan wanted
in India, he said the General has been given all the
information he was asking for.

India would think of de-escalation as soon as
terrorism ends, he added. Since the General had
made his promises just two days ago, India will
have to wait for a day or two to see how complete
the assurances were. Meanwhile, Gen Musharraf °
was “on trial,” he said.

Asked about the clarification he issued after the
Army Chief’s statements about nuclear weapons,
o mnid ehoes wae cnme discussions within the

govemment an the questlons had to be
addressed. On Pak-Chinese ties and Beijing’s
transfer of nuclear and missile technology to
Pakistan, he said all issues would be discussed
when top officials of the two countries met. About
Indo-US ties, he said he wasn’t going with a
shopping list though India had given the USA a list
of requirements when Mr Donald Rumsfeld, was
here. He said joint exercises were on the cards.

India will keep up the pressure, both diplomatic
and mlhtary, till it sees definite action on the
ground in Pakistan.

This- despite phone calls from Mr George W
Bush and other world leaders asking it to defuse
tension along the border.

India is clear it is only the sustained pressure
from its diplomatic manoeuvres and from deplo-
ying its armed forces that has forced Gen Mush-
arraf to publicly renounce the use of terrorism and
violence as an instrument of state policy in
Pakistan.

For those pronouncements to be translated into
action requires that the pressure be sustained,
off1c1als said, and “there was no question of letting

up” at this stage.

Mr LK Advani has reiterated that India will not
take Pakistan’s words at face value. The home mini-
ster, while ending his US visit, echoed his earlier

sentiment saying, “Words are not enough; we want
artion”
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” « IT IS AN axiom of our dexnocratic way of life that

the political executive enjoys the exclusive right
+ 'to rattle sabres. The Army’s\role, when ordered, is
limited to using them. In this context, the mark-
_~edly combative edge that shaped the overall ten-
jor of the Chief of the Army Staff, S.
* Padmanabhan'’s press conference is truly unfor-
tunate. The General would have done far better if
_he had measured his words carefully rather than
lend the impression that the Army was engaging
in its own bit of military muscle flexing and eager
to indulge in the rhetoric of war. While the sub-
stance of his remarks was extraordinary in itself,
~, the timing was particularly inappropriate. They
‘w'were made in times that are extremely sensitive
(in which a calibrated diplomatic offensive
. should not be undermined by an impression of
" 'needlessly aggressive posturing) as well as exces-
. sively surcharged (where a drastic upping of the
“<ante could result in the situation spinning well
~out of control). More specifically, the General’s
~ comments were made exactly a day before the
-Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf’s address
to the nation — a speech which was widely ex-
pected to have a direct bearing on the question of
curbing cross-border terrorism and reducing the
spiralling tension between New Delhi and Isla-
mabad.
Of particular note are the General's refer-
" ences to the nuclear issue, which appear to have
; created a considerable flutter within the political
+ leadership and which provoked the Union De-
. fence Minister, George Fernandes, to issue a clar-
. ification which read like a modest (but
* nevertheless distinct) rebuke. At a time when vir-
. tually the whole world is concerned about the
- possible consequences of an outbreak of hostil-
‘ I;ities between the two nuclear powers in the sub-
continent, it was unwise of the Army Chief to
have even referred to the possibility of bringing
nuclear weapons into play. Even though Gen.

Padmanabhan referred to the use of such weap-
ons only in the context of a second strike, the
language in which this specific reference was
couched, which cannot but be read against the
tough tenor of his other statements, risks sending
the signal that India is getting into combat-mode
and primed for an offensive. There is a certain
margin accorded to the sabre-rattling of politic-
ians since they often indulge in it for a variety of
other ends, mainly diplomatic or political. But
Generals who virtually announce that two coun-
tries are “close to actual war” are not accorded
the same interpretative leeway. The Army Chief
should have considered this.

As a military man, Gen. Padmanabhan en-
joys a formidable reputation for competence,
knowledge, even sobriety. This is why there re-
mains a lurking suspicion that the aggressive
gung-ho posture he seemed to strike at the press
conference may have had the tacit blessing of the
political leadership. It may be significant that Mr.
Fernandes’ clarification refers wholly to Gen.
Padmanabhan’s remarks on the nuclear issue
but is absolutely silent about what could happen
in the event of a limited conventional war — such
as India’s capability of hitting terrorist training
camps across the border and the possible use of
both artillery and aircraft for this purpose. It may
be uncharitable to suggest that Gen. Padmanab-
han’s performance at the press conference was,
in any way whatsoever, influenced by the com-
pulsions of India’s coercive diplomacy, which
makes transparent use of the threat of war with
the aim of pressuring Pakistan to crack down on
the jehadi groups operating on its soil. But it
must be stressed all the same that in a democracy
such as ours, the role of the military must be
limited to the battlefield. And it is the obligation
of both the political leadership and the military
brass to ensure that this remains so.
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/ DELHI RULES:OUT EASING DIPLOMATIC SANCTIONS

India rebufis Pak

)-9§ bt

NEW DELHI, Jan. 13. — India today

“entirely and categorically” rejected the
Pakistani President’s comments last night on
“the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir”, in
which he sought intervention of human
rights groups and the international
community against “state terrorism” there.

However, it cautiously welcomed the
declared shift in Pakistan’s policy,
articulated by General Musharraf in his
address, but ruled out any reduction of troop
mobilisation along the border until the gap
between intent and action on the ground by
Pakistan was lessened.

Addressing mediapersons after a meeting
of the Cabinet Committee of Security today,
external affairs minister Mr Jaswant Singh
said, “For every one step that Pakistan takes
we are willing to take two. We shall not be
found wanting.” He, however, rejected third-
party mediation, be it American, Chinese or
Russian. He also ruled out easing of
diplomatic sanctions, including the ban on

flights.
Declining to set a time-frame, Mr Singh,
however, acknowledged that Gen

Musharraf’s stated intent — to not permit
the use of Pakistani territory to foster

¢

, te orlst activity abroad — would “take time

to bperationalise”, during which India would
keep a close watch for positive signs. And

900 held in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD; Jan. 13. — A night after
President Gen Pervez Musharraf banned
five terrorist and sectarian outfits, police
today arrested their leaders and sealed
offices of the groups in Lahore and
Karachi in full glare of the state television.
Reports said nearly 900 militants were
held in the crackdown across the country.

The Pakistan Television showed police
sealing offices of the five outfits, including
those of Jaish and Lashkar. It, however,
did not put out any consolidated figure of
those rounded up. Unofficial reports said
over 400-900 militants were taken into
custody.

Pakistan has not officially reacted to the
cautious welcome India gave to Gen
Musharraf’s speech. However, PTV said
India had reacted positively to the speech.
—PTI

though “the lack of action against (20)
fugitives from law about whom detailed
information has been provided .. is
disappointing”, the bottomline is that India

would “expect Paklstan to cooperate ... in

stopping all infiltration cross the
International Border and the LoC”.
This didn’t happen despite Gen

Musharraf’s speech last night, when firing
across the LoC intensified. “This is precisely
why we are cautious,” Mr Singh said. “While
there is a correlation between the speech
and de-escalation of troops (and tensions),
we will wait and give time to see how far the
gap between intent and action taken is
closed.” India also remained hopeful of
some action against the list of “fugitives from
the law” of whom around 15 are Indians.

The US secretary of state called"Mr Singh
this morning, as did the Russian foreign
minister, Mr Igor Ivanov. US President Mr
George W Bush, too, spoke to, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee and “appreciated” India’s
response to President Musharraf’s address.

A statement from 10 Downing Street,
welcoming “President Musharraf’s outright
condemnation and rejection of terrorism in
all its forms,” hoped “India will respond
positively.” He said India welcomed the
decision to ban the LeT and the JeM, “no
matter what has impelled Gen Musharraf to
do so”.

“There would be similar need to address
other terrorist organisations targeting
India,” he added.

-
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Jan. 15. — Exploring new strategic paths,
India will ask the USA for help in its efforts
to build an anti-missile defence system.

The need for such a system has become
even more critical in the wake of the 11
September attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon. The defence
delegation accompanying the defence
minister, Mr George Fernandes, will discuss
the issue with UJS officials. A senior defence
ministry official said India would explore the
possibility of US assistance in the building of
a missile shield over India.

“The USA has pulled out of the Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty. They have also
spoken of sharing National Missile Defence
technology with other countries. We will
discuss the issue with thiem,” a senior
government official said. It would certainly
be cheaper to get US help on the system,
. officials said,

Even asking the USA for such a system is
a sign of a shift in Indo-US relations in
recent months, During this trip there will be

eek defence shle

de alked discussions between the US
unflersecretary of defence, Mr Douglas
Felth, and the Indian defence secretary, Mr
Yogendra Narayan.

India is also working on an indigenous
anti-missile system and considering
acquiring anti-missile systems from Israel
and Russia, The Israelis have already offered
the Arrow anti-missile system for the
defence of the capital, other metropolitan
cities and strategic locations like nuclear
reactors as well as the accompanying Green
Pine radars while the Russians have long
offered the S-300V and technological help.

Among the other issues to be discussed
are engines for the Light Combat aircraft,
radars, maritime aircraft, jet engines and
components for jet trainers.

A senior official said the acquisitions
could be for short-term but a system built
with foreign (whether Russian, American or
Israeli) was a long-term effort. The Arrow
anti-missile and anti-aircraft system can be
used for the defence of the capital and other
cities. This antl-missile system can hit
incoming missiles about 50 km

i i issiles with missi
away from the city i protecting. The

Id aid

mlssxle ¢an be effectwc even if it misses by 40
metres. The Russians first offered the S-300
PMU-1 about seven years ago. They said the
system can destroy anything from low-level

‘terrain-hugging cruise missiles, medium

range-ballistic missiles and also aircraft.
During the first demonstration for visiting
Indian Army officials, the missile achieved
90 per cent hit probability.

Though the discussions with the USA on
assistance in a missile defence system are at
a very preliminary stage, defence analysts
point out that even partial protection under
an American umbrella rmght cut down the
costs of India having to put its own systems
in place. They, howeéver, stress that the
current possibilities pertain more to
advanced systems and not what are bemg
produced now.” '

When announcing its intention to scrap
the ABM Treaty and develop NMD, the
USA had said it was prepared to extend the
benefits of its missile shield to other
countries as well. That India was impressed
by that offer might explain the somewhat
muted Indian response to the Americans
abandoning the treaty. e
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1" Army chief’s statement -
a reflection of groqnd reality

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 12. The Chief of Ar-
my Staff, S. Padmanabhan’s views
on nuclear exchanges and his ob-
servations on the Army’s state of
preparedness occupied centre-
stage at his interaction with the
media on Friday. But his com-
ments on the events leading to
the forward deployment of troops
and the Army’s perception of the
steps taken by Pakistan to curb
militancy are also vital.

For, these are the first author-
itative and forthright pronounce-
ments on the two major
developments by the Army since
the September 11 strike in the
U.S. and the December 13 attack
on the Parliament House here.

The build-up at forward loca-
tions was conducted under the
code name ‘“‘Operation Parak-
ram” which, he was at pains to
point out, was qualitatively differ-
ent from an exercise. “We don’t
play soldiers with frontline
troops. In fact, nobody 'does
that,” the Army chief had ex-
plained.

The Pakistanis had provided
the trigger soon after the Septem-
ber 11 attacks by mobilising some
of its strike forces to forward loca-
tions ostensibly for an exercise.
The seeds of distrust were sown
after Pakistan’s Director-General
of Military Operations (DGMO)
informed his Indian counterpart
of the exercises only after he was
specifically asked about the ob-
jective behind troop movement.
No information was volunteered
at the weekly telephonic conver-
sation between the two DGMOs.
In reply, India adopted a precau-
tionary posture by putting “trip-
wire forces” in position.

Although the Pakistani troops
should have returned with the be-
ginning of the holy month of Ra-
madan on November 17, most of
them stayed back in the Chenab-
Jhelum corridor which faces In-
dia’s vulnerable Akhnoor-Chamb
sector in Jammu and Kashmir.

In between, the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly was ‘‘given
some attention” by terrorists and
there was a simultaneous spurt in
militant activity. Security agen-
cies had also anticipated a degree
of ‘guided’ trans-border move-
ment of the fleeing Al-Qaeda ele-

ments into India. ‘Y\ 9

“We still did ‘not have more
than a precautionary trip-wire
force” but the December 13 at-
tack on Parliament put India’s
‘war on terrorism’ in high gear
leading to what is the fastest and
biggest deployment of the Indian
Army in forward locations, said
the Army chief.

The armed forces, he indicated,
were sceptical of Pakistani efforts
to close down training camps and
arrest militants. Describing the
moves as having had “‘no signif-

y chief wondered whether it
was not a cosmetic exercise.

According to intelligence in-
puts, a skeletal staff is manning
most of the larger camps being
run by the ISI. Trainee terrorists
of foreign origin, particularly Af-
ghans, had been attached to mil-
itary units in groups of eight to 10
or asked to disperse to nearby vil-
lages.

He described the year 2001 as a
very bad one in terms of both the
number of incidents and mili-

icant effect” on the ground, the

tants kllledq\ % iu . W

Why Fernandes issued
‘corrective’ statement

By Harish Khare

NEW DELH], JAN. 12. Why did the Government feel itself obliged to get the
Defence Minister, George Fernandes, issue a sort of “corrective”
statement within hours of the Chief of Army Staff, Gen. S.Padmanab-
han’s televised press conference on Friday? Initial reaction within and
outside the armed forces was that the General had been gently rapped
on the knuckles for perhaps speaking just a bit too much. Mr. Fer-
nandes’ statement also raised the question whether “foreign voices”
had something to do with the last night’'s damage-limitation exercise.

Inquiries show that contrary to the general impression, Gen. Pad-
manabhan did not perform as part of any overall strategy of keeping
up the diplomatic pressure. The General was having an on-the-eve-
of-the-Army-Day date with the media, and it was entirely fortuitous
that the televised press conference came a day before General Pervez
Musharraf's much- awaited speech.

The Army Chief was adjudged, within the senior echelons of the
Vajpayee Government, to have done an admirable job in “straight,
tough and honest” talking. But it was also felt that Gen. Padmanab-
han’s formulations on the use of nuclear weapons were perhaps a bit
too expansive.

It is learnt that the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, himself
had not watched the Army chief’s televised press conference; but his
senior aides did and they were somewhat unsettled. Soon the flurry of
international inquiries about India’s nuclear’s immediate intentions
immediately alerted the senior officials to the need for some kind of
explanation. It was felt that the General's formulations could need-
lessly divert attention away from New Delhi’s central thrust in the
current diplomatic offensive.

It was accordingly suggested to Mr. Fernandes that he should issue
a statement of clarification. Hence the calming sentence: “I wish ’
everyone gives up this talk of nuclear weapons being brought into
play. The use of nuclear weapons is far too serious a matter that it
should be bandied about in a cavalier manner”. It is rather ironic that
the Defence Minister himself has been much less careful in talking of
the use of nuclear weapons.

Authoritative sources suggest that Mr. Fernandes’ statement was
not intended as a public rebuke for the Army chief. It was merely to
calm down some international nerves because it is privately acknowl-

edged that even Pakistan has been keen to be seen as restrgiped and
responsible in talking about use of nuclear weapons.




250 Army trucks

with ammo on firg |

JATIPUR, Jan. 11. _ An Army
convoy of 250 trucks foaded with
over 1,500 tonnes of ammunition
caught fire in the Udasar area of
Bikaner district today. Sixty
trucks were gutted, two persons
killed and eight injured. Their
condition was stated to be critical.
The death toll is likely to go up.
Till late tonight, district and
Army officers were supervising
fire-fighting operations. The fire
broke out 10 km away from
Bikaner town. Hundreds of
people have been shifted to safer
areas. As the bombs exploded,
splinters hit several residential
localities. At least six houses were

damaged. The Army is trying to_

protect the oil and lubricant

7\ 1Y
depét‘located ar the site of the

accident.

Official sources said a civilian
truck, hired by the Army to
transport arms and ammunition,
caught fire -at 3.15 pm. It soon

spread to other trucks standing

nearby. It’s feared that some
drivers were trapped. The
national highway to Bikaner has
been closed to traffic.

Mr George Fernendes tonight
ordered an inquiry. He will visit
Bikaner tomorrow.

The Chief Minister, Mr Ashok
Gehlot, said the cause of the fire
is yet to be ascertained.

This is the third time that
Army ammunition has caught fire
in this region. The previous
accidents occurred in Bharatpur

and Suratgarh/




'NO REDUCTION IN TERRO

Army rea
war,

NEW DELHI, Jan. 11. — The Army is
“close to actual war” and “fully ready” for
it, the Army chief, General S Pad-
manabhan, said today at a press
conference, adding that India has a
“sufficiency of nuclear weapons.”

Stating that the situation on the border
was serious, but refusing to speculate on
when war would break out and of what
kind it would be, whether limited or longer,
Gen Padmanabhan said: “We are close to
actual war. But war doesn’t happen like
that. The government decides whether it
wants war or not.” “A lot of viable options
(beginning from a strike on the camps to a
full conventional war) are available. We
can do it... If we go to war, jolly good. If we
do not, we shall live (with it),” he said.

For the normally media-shy Army chief,
it was an assured performance and it sent a
strong message to Pakistan. Asked if India
would lose credibility if the Army
disengaged after being on the brink of war,
he said: “What is the aim of deployment?
Is it awe-inspiring? Is it to tell other
countries we have had enough?” He
suggested that there was considerable talk
in Washington DC, London and Beijing
about averting a war. “See what it leads to
... My business is to see that it (the
deployment) furthers the government’s
aim.” While he did not say so in as many

words, he appeared to suggest that the _

threat of war could be as effective as war
itself. The presence of US troops in
Pakistan could also “inhibit a lot” of
military operations against Pakistan. The
USA, he said, would not want a war.
Asked about a limited conventional war,
he said “Conceptually, all things are
possible,” adding that the situation today

7o
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was different from the time before the
1965 war. Speaking about the possibility of
a nuclear war, he said nuclear weapons
were not meant for “war-fighting.” He said
India and Pakistan were not alone in the
world. It would be disastrous for the entire

ok

]

-

A

Padmanabhan in New Delhi on Friday. — AP/PTI

region, for the West and countries in the
East, dependent on oil, and the entire
Central Asian region. Any national leader
would have to take the hue and cry, that
would happen in case nuclear weapons
were used, into account.

“If he is man enough or mad enough, he
must use it,” he said. If any nuclear

RIST ACTIVITIES IN J&K’
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weapons were used against Indian soldiers,
ships... the continuation of the existence of
Pakistan as a nation wouid be in doubt, he
said. Pakistan’s nuclear policy doesn’t rule
out a first strike — the use of tactical
nuclear weapons in a battlefield.

India, he said, was ready for a second
strike and there was “a sufficiency of
nuclear weapons.” He said: “We've
enough.” The troop build-up along the
border and the Line of Control (an
estimated 7-8 lakh), he said, was not there
for an exercise. They are there to defend
the country and the Lord is on the side of
the big battalions, a reference to the
Indian Army’s size — twice that of the
Pakistani army’s. “This is not an exercise.
We don’t play at soldiers with frontline
troops,” he said, adding that deployment
was complete. Explaining the situation, he
said that the Army had placed a trip-wire
force after the attack on the World Trade
Center and Pakistan army exercises, partly
in anticipation of movement of terrorists
from Afghanistan to India via Pakistan or
PoK, but after the .13 December attack,
troops were slowly built up.

Asked about the Chinese angle, he said

) General Musharraf, may have visited
| China, but India has steady relations with

Beijing and the supply of five shiploads of
F-7 fighter planes would not make much
difference militarily. It takes a while to
incorporate such equipment into the mili-
tary system. He won’t talk about the
deployment of minefields or of the Agni
medium-range missile.

Despite the arrest of terrorist leaders
and Pakistan’s ban on some outfits, there
has been no reduction in terrorist activities
in Jammu and Kashmir, the Army chief
said. Putting “these gentlemen” in “guest

Turn to page 3
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FROM SUJAN DUTTA

New Delhi, Jan. 11: Indian
army chief General S. Padman-
abhan said the forces are ready
at battle stations and prepared to
go to war with Pakistan if the po-
litical leadership gives the nod.

“Yes. Affirmative. Complete.
Ready,” the general said, when
asked if the mobilisation and de-
ployment were over.

The army chief’s unequivo-
cal statements propelled the
might of the Indian military ma-
chine into the barrel of a diplo-
matic offensive. But his com-
ments on the nuclear issue creat-
ed a flutter in the security and
diplomatic establishment, forc-
ing defence minister George Fer-
nandes to issue a clarification
later (See Page 10).

India’s military is two-and-a-
half to three times the size of
Pakistan’s. This time, India is
not fighting shy of military mus-
cleflexing. Indeed, it is advertis-
ing the fact. The army chief said
he was acutely aware of moving
forces under the glare of the
world’s eyes.

“The situation on the border
can comfortably be described as
‘serious’... there is no tension in
the army, just professional confi-
dence... conceptually, scope ex-
ists for a limited, conventional
war,” Padmanabhan said.

Addressing the world’s med-
ia in one of the most candid inte-
ractions by a serving army chief,
Padmanabhan said the forces
were primed for an offensive.

His statements, timed just be-

to diplom

fore President Pervez Mushar-
raf’s speech, were open to inter-
pretations. At one level, it was
clear that India and Pakistan are
closest to a war since Kargil. At
another, Padmanabhan was only
adding more fat to the fire of “co-
ercive diplomacy”.

“There is no question of war.
Nobody makes a speech before
going to war. I do not think the
army chief was taking a hawk-
ish position. He was just explain-
ing things the way he saw it,”
said analyst Major General
(retd) Afsir Karim.

Padmanabhan, who is aiso
chairman of the Chiefs of
Staff Committee, said the possi-
bility of a conflict snowballing
into a nuclear war was not
inevitable given the internation-
al scenario.

“Nuclear weapons are not
meant for war-fighting. We have

General S. Padmanabhan at
the news conference. (AFP)

_/ﬁélhi adds war drums
acy chorus

R LR

aclearly enunciated nuclear doc-
trine of no first strike. Pakistan,
on the other hand, has stated
that it can use nuclear weapons...
Should they be man enough —
correction, mad enough —to use
nuclear weapons against India,
its military or economic assets,
the perpetrators of that outrage
shall be punished so severely
that their continuation in any
form or fray will be doubtful....
Yes, we have the capability of
second strike.”

One of the inhibiting factors,
he said, was the presence of
American troops in the subcon-
tinent. “On the other hand, when
two wild bulls decide to fight in
the jungle, they don’t care.”

The army chief said he did
not anticipate India being
caught in tensions of two fronts
— the second being along the
borders with China. “I trust the
peace and tranquillity agree-
ment of 1993 will ensure peace
and tranquillity with China,” he
said.

The army chief said the
mobilisation of the forces this
time was on a much higher scale
than that during Operation
Brasstacks (1986-87), in effect
meaning that this was the
largest ever deployment of
troops by India.

“This is not an army exer-
cise. We are preparing for
war,” he said. The transporta-
tion and deployment have
been codenamed Operation
Parakram, the military objesti
of which “was the betts
of the nation”.




~Defence sale to sell

Delhi’s forelgn

5V

Jan. 10. — The government’s awakening to the po-
tential for using the sale of military equipment to
reinforce the foreign policy is likely to show in the
2002-03 Budget.

The outlay for defence is expected to make an
allocation that will facilitate the extension of cred-
it to the buyers of Indian arms and other military
stores.

The move has a three-
pronged objective. The most
obvious being keeping full the

“India aims to pu" off a

policy

stores, semor officials have confirmed. Such credit
could help turn around the dismal export perform-
ance, a mere Rs 60 crore a year. Which translates
into trivia in terms of the influence that serves as a
bonus to military sales:

In recent times India has scrapped the policy by
which the export of military equipment was
deemed a political taboo — more so since there
could no real guarantee of the end-user — but ex-
port efforts failed to take off. Despite Indian de-
fence production units participating in arms-rela-
ted trade fairs in the region.
The lack of credit facilities was
seen as a major stumbling
block.

order books of the ordnance pOllthO-dlpiomatIC An export market is also
factories and public sector un- Lo, . deemed criticai to the effort to
dertakings under the defence COUP agamst China by attract private participation in

ministry.

More subtle would be the bid
to make the customer-nations
rely heavily on India for
their defence supplies and
therefore more likely to sup-
port the diplomatic line of
South Block.

Even more delicate would be
an attempt to contain the impact — more politico-
diplomatic than commercial — of China (and to an
extent Pakistan) capturing a very large share of the
market that is being targeted: the developing
countries of South and South-East Asia.

Cited as examples of regional states that are
coming under increasing Chinese sway, courtesy
their arms purchases, are Myanmar, Vietnam,
and even Nepal. With India supposedly “looking
east”, the vision of a proliferation of Chinese-
equipped armed forces is not the prettiest of pic-
tures.

The Union finance ministry is being persuaded
to make budgetary provision for the extension of
concessional credit to the buyers of Indian defence

capturing a large share
of the latter’s arms
market in South and
South-east Asia

the Indian defence production
sector.

That market alone would
make commercial sense of the
heavy investment required to
manufacture equipment that
met the stringent
quality/reliability standards of
armed forces, anywhere.

Domestic orders were too small to attract pri-
vate players and provide the economies of scale
that would make the investment financially re-
warding.

Joint-ventures and sales to third countries were
mere pipe-dreams in the absence of easy finance
for purchases from India.

Though a policy pronouncement throwing the
defence sector open to private industry was made
about a year ago, it was only last month that the fi-
nal set of conditions and regulations were publish-
ed. The response, according to top officials, has
been encouraging. Credit facilities are expected to

provide the thrus{required for the overall
exercise/
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Indian froops .,
ready for war:
Defence Mmlsﬁ

— 303 “P
HT Correspondént
New Delhi, January 9

THE MILITARY build-up on the
country’s northern and western
fronts is now complete. “We're
fully mobilised, and in a state of
high alert,” a Defence spokesman
said. This completes the first
stage of Operation Sangram,
India’s “war against terrorism”.
The troops are poised, with
their powder dry. “We await a
political decision, either way,” a
Defence Ministry official said.

The Chief of Army Staff, General

Sundararajan Padmanabhan, vis-
ited the northern sector to review
military preparedness on today
This is the biggest build-up on
the Indo-Pak front, both in terms
of force levels and firepower.
Sources indicate that six corps of
combat troops are in defensive
positions to ensure rear area or
hinterland security in the event
of outbreak of hostilities. All
three of India’s strike corps,
trained and equipped for offen-
sive operations in enemy territo-
ry, too are mobilised, but suffi-
ciently away from the border yet
s0 as not to alarm the Pakistanis.
Three Army Commands -
Northern, Western and Southern
— are operationally in charge of
the deployment, which is esti-
mated to be to the tune of six to
seven lakh troops, besides sub-
stantial military hardware. The
operational headquarters of the
Western and Southern Com-
mands have been moved from
their usual locations at Chandi-
mandir and Pune respectively to
positions closer to the border.
The extent of mobilisation is
clear from the shifting of the
headquarters of the Dimapur-
based 3 Corps to the Western sec-
tor. The IAF too is on the qui vive.
There is near-war-time prepared-
ness in the fighter squadrons.
Mobilised formations are now
awaiting instructions for Opera-
tion Prakram, a corps level exer-
cise involving the Ambala-based
2.Corps. This is a strike forma-
tion with a high armour element.
Sources indicate that the entire
corps will be exercised in the
Bikaner area to flex India’s mili-
tary muscle.
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Soldiers

ard landmines along the LoC.

“India defends

use of mines .

Vishal Thapar \Y‘ i
New Delhi, January 9 Q

INDIA DOES not see any con-
tradiction in its Jaipur foot
diplomacy in Afghanistan and
the use of landmines for the
defence of its borders. The
issue has pricked the con-
science of the strategic com-
munity after three successive
mishaps in the handling of
landmines by Indian Army
troops since December 25 left
about 35 soldiers dead along the
Ganganagar, Longewala and
Attari stretches of the Interna-
tional Border with Pakistan.

This is for the first time since
1971 that landmines are being
laid at select places along the
Western Front. The mine lay-
ing is part of the measures to
ensure rear area (hinterland)
security during the on-going
Operation Sangram — the war
against terrorism.

Since the World War II, land-
mines have been used to delay
the advance of enemy armoured
formations during war. Along
with the devastating anti-tank
mines, anti-personnel mines —
which blow off the limbs of a
person stepping on them — are
also laid to reinforce the mine-
field and deter the easy lifting of
anti-tank mines by the enemy.

Over the years, the use of
landmines, in particular anti-
personnel mines, became wide-
spread, especially by terrorists
and insurgents. There has been
growing international concern
on civilian casualties in land-
mine blasts, leading to the

Ottawa Convention on antkper-
sonnel mines.

While India supports\an
eventual ban on landmines, for
the moment, it considers their
use as a legitimate defence
requirement. India wants the
use of landmines restricted to
the defence of borders till
appropriate non-lethal alterna-
tives are developed. It favours a
“complete prohibition” on the
use of landmines, booby traps
and other such devices in inter-
nal armed conflicts.

Significantly, India has not
used landmines before any war
took a serious turn. It has not
employed this weapon in its
counter-insurgency operations,
despite the frequent use of
Improvised Explosive Devices
(IEDs) — a landmine variant —
in cross-border terrorism engi-
neered against India. In fact,
about 50 per cent casualties sus-
tained by Indian security forces
in counter-insurgency opera-
tions are IED-inflicted.

Making it clear that it
intends to continue using land-
mines for long-term defence of
its borders, India has not
signed the Ottawa Convention
as it “does not adequately
address its security concerhs”.
Countries like the US, Russia,
China and Pakistan too have
not joined the Convention.

India’s humanitarian con-
cerns over the issue are a vic-
tim’s perspective and chief of
Integrated Defence Staff Lt-
General Pankaj Joshi, a land-
mine amputee, is the most visi-

ble Indian victim. =
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Pakistan drone wasn’t shot
down: Defence Mlnm

HT Correspondent V \(C\
New Delhi, January 7

THE PAKISTANI pilotless spy
plane which flew for over 15
minutes in Indian airspace on
Sunday was not shot down, con-
trary to initial Indian claims. In
fact, the Ministry of Defence is
not even sure that the
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)
was hit.

“There was an intrusion, and
the Pakistani UAV was engaged
by Indian air defence artillery.
But it wasn’t shot down. It may
have been hit, but we’re not
sure. Unless you get the wreck-
age, you don't know what hap-

s

{

pened,” ofﬁc1a1s in the Mmlstry
of Defence conceded.

A serious view has been taken
of the delay in "engaging" the
surveillance aircraft for over 15
minutes after it was spotted.
Sources indicated that the inac-
tion resulted from “confusion
over the identification of the
pilotless aircraft as friend or
foe”. The IAF, which scrambled
jet fighters in 1996 to shoot down
a similar Pakistani drone,
declined to comment whether
the Pakistani spy plane was
spotted on its radars.

The UAV hovered unchal-
lenged over Indian military loca-
tions up to 10 km inside Indian

A file photo f an unmanned aerial vehcl. ]

g?rspace across the Betar Nul-
1ah in the Poonch sector, where
there’s significant troop deploy-
ment.

It was an embarrassing Sun-
day for the Indian Army, as its
own UAV crashed soon after
take-off at Chatta, 10 km from
Jammu.

The UAVs are used for battle-
field surveillance to provide
commanders with high-resolu-
tion imaging to plan tactical
strikes. The sensors, radars and
cameras on board these remote-
ly controlled aircraft fill in the
blanks by providing real time
images of rival formations,
without the risks which a crew
of a manned flight would incur.

Pakistan has an edge over
India in UAVs. It's Vector Mk-2
model has a snooping range of
about 200 km, a flight ceiling of
15,000 feet an endurance of up to
eight hours, speed ranging from
75 km to 200 km per hour and a
low radar signature. It also has
the Nishan, Hornet, Bravo and
Vision-1 variants.

India has the Israeli Hunter
Searcher-1 UAVs, and a limited
number of the indigenously pro-
duced Nishant. It was forced to
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< Fight against terrorism has .
entered a decisive phase: Advani

AN
By Our Special Correspondent \XO

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. The Union Home Minister, L.K.Ad-
vani, today said there was no change in the attitude of
“our neighbouring country” despite the just-conclud-
ed SAARC summit at Kathmandu expressing itself
unanimously against terrorism.

Talking to presspersons on the eve of his visit to the
U.S., Mr. Advani said that the world community must
understand that so far as India was concerned, the
fight against terrorism has entered a “decisive phase”
after the December 13 terrorist attack on the Parlia-
ment House.

“Those who advise us to be calm and patient say
attitudinal changes are taking place in Pakistan. But
so far we see no signs of such changes in the attitude
of our neighbour,” he said.

He emphasised that the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, had already said that for India after Decem-
ber 13 terror strike, the battle against terrorism has
entered a decisive phase. “This should be understood
by the world community, particularly the democratic
countries,” he said.

Describing democracy as ‘‘the main enemy of ter-
rorism”’, Mr. Advani said: ‘“The global war against ter-
rorism is not against any religion. It is not even a clash
of civilisations. The fight is between the civilised so-
ciety, which progresses freely, openly in a democratic
manner, and those which are authoritarian. Other di-

mensior?gal‘e also added to it but the main enemy of
terrorism is democracy. We want the world communi-
ty to understand and appreciate it.”

Asserting that India had been waging the battle
against terrorism on its own and would continue to do
so in the days to come, Mr. Advani said that another
kind of war (proxy- war) had been imposed on the
country for the past two decades.

“The question is if we will tackle it the way we have
been doing or is there any change required in our
approach and responses. Whatever steps were taken
by India in the post- December 13 scenario, none of
these had been taken before,” he said.

Mr. Advani said that his visit to the U.S. was taking
place in the backdrop of a growing international opin-
ion against terrorigm. ‘‘We have to see how this grow-
ing sentiment against terrorism can be helpful to us as
we have been facing this serious threat to our democ-
racy for the past two decades,” he said.

Recalling that he had last visited the U.S. almost a
decade ago as the BJP president, Mr. Advani said it
would be his first visit to the U.S. as Home Minister.

During his six-day long visit, he is scheduled to
meet the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, and the
U.S. Attorney- General, John Ashcroft. He is also likely
to call upon the American President, George Bush,
and the Vice-President, Dick Cheney, official sources
said.
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[ol%s A fraud on the Constitution ) |
epromulgation of the Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance
with a few cosmetic changes can be quéstioned. While dele-

tion of the draconian provision relating to failure to disclose -
information which could prevent the commission of a terrorist
act and reducing the life of the legislation to three years are to
be welcomed, any law to combat terrorism requires more
attention than it has received. The original ordinance pro-
mulgated last November would have lapsed in the second week
of January:as the Bill to replace it could not be passed in the
last session of Parliament convened. An ordinance is no
substitute for law enacted by the legislature.

In the prevailing atmosphere, especially after the terrorist
attack on Parliament House on 13 December, the President
might have been persuaded to re-issue it. The main reason the
Vajpayee government could not replace Poto by a Bill was the
manner in which it was hastily promulgated in the first place on
the eve of the winter session of Parliament instead of enlisting
the support of opposition parties and introducing it in the form
of a Bill. Branding anyone opposed to Poto as unpatriotic will
not wash. Although an ordinance cannot be questioned in any
court of law on any ground according to Article 123 and 213 of
the Constitution, the Supreme Court, in the DC Wadhwa vs the
Union of India case in 1987, ruled that repromulgation of
ordinances in a routine manner is “a fraud on the Constitution
and liable- to be struck down”. The recent Supreme Court
verdict relating to Articles 75 and 164 of the Constitution that
a minister could hold office for six consecutive months without
being a member of Parliament or the legislature was a-one-time
exemption could perhaps be extended to Article 123 also and
thereby bring an end to rule by ordinances. /
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INDIA TODAY ruled out dia-
logue with Wakistan, saying
there had be#n no change in
Islamabad’s stand on combating
cross-border terrorism. Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Jaswant
Singh said after a Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS) meet.
ing that there could be no dia-
logue unless Pakistan changed
its attitude.

Islamabad was told to take
back by January 10 bodies of
the five Jaish-e-Mchammad ter-
rorists who got killed while try-
ing to storm the Indian Parlia-
ment on December 13. The bod-
ies would otherwise be disposed
of, Delhi Police Commissioner
Ajai Raj Sharma said today.

The CCS had its first meeting
today after the Saarc Summit in
Kathmandu.

Calling Pakistan’s attitude as
“regrettable” Jaswant Singh
said it was maintaining double
standards in its fight against
terrorism.

“They do continue to main-
tain very different approaches
when it is a matter of Western
interest or Afghanistan and
when it comes to the question of
India or Jammu and Kashmir.
This is not acceptable. We have

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 7

said so earlier. You cannot have
one attitude with terrorism to
west of Pakistan and an alto-
gether different attitude to east
of Pakistan,” he said.

The CCS discussed the mili-
tary build-up since the Decem-
ber 13, British Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s visit, the just-con-
cluded Saarc Summit and other
international developments.

Home minister LK Advani,
Defence Minister George Fer-
nandes and the three Service

la step

in Sundwa Malingam village,

Poonch sector, forcing many

SIX BUTCHERED IN JAMMU, 16 WOUNDED

SIX MEMBERS of a minority community were killed and 16
wounded when terrorists struck on Monday at two villages in
the Banihal area of Doda district. Terrorists threw grenades and
fired from assault rifles at Lori and Sundwa Malingam near
Ramsoo, 170 km north of Jammu. Four of those killed were
members of the Village Defence Committee. Three of the vic-
tims, Bharat Singh, Charat Singh and Baldev Singh were killed

while one VDC member, Baldev

Singh, and two of his family members were killed at Lori. This
was the third major massacre of minority community members
in the past 10 days. Meanwhile, Indian and Pakistani troops
exchanged heavy mortar and artillery fire along the LoC in the

villagers to flee their homes in

areas close to borders. The shelling, which seemed to subside on
Sunday, intensified after Indian ground troops shot down an
unmanned spy plane that had strayed into Indian airspace.
Immediately after the spy plane was shot down, the guns came
alive all along the Poonch sector.

HTC Jammu
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" Chiefs attended the meetmg

On the shooting down of a
Pakistani unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV), which had
intruded into Indian airspace in
Jammu and Kashmir, Singh
said the aircraft was detected
and shot down by Indian
ground troops. The wreckage
had fallen in PoK, he said.

Asked if India would
protest the intrusion, he said
the shooting down of the air-
craft was an act of protest by
itself. Reminded that J&K Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah had
denied last night that the UAV
had heen shot down, he said the
Chief Minister was not proba-
bly aware of the incident.

The situation along the bor-
der was tense as Islamabad was
still backing cross- border ter-
rorism, he said. On his meet-
ings with Pakistan Foreign
Minister Abdul Sattar on the
Saarc Summit fringe, Singh
said he might have met Sattar
half a dozen times but nothing
substantial had been discussed.

On Pakistan’s demand that
India should provide evidence
against the 20 terrorists and
criminals it had named, Singh
said, “We have given full evi-
dence. There are Interpol red
corner notices against the 20. It
is regrettable that such state-
ments still emanate from Pak-
istan”.

“I wonder what is in the air
and soil of Pakistan that crimi-
nals and terrorists are provided
shelter there and the Govern-
ment thereafter continues to
say that we cannot take action
against them,” Singh said. He
refused to say what New Delhi’s
next diplomatic move would be
if Islamabad failed to handover
the 20 terrorists.

Praising British Prime Min-
ster Tony Blair’s forthright
views on terrorism, he said,
“For India this is a very strong
point.” He also mentioned the
New Delhi Declaration signed
last night by Prime Ministers
Vajpayee and Blair which cate-
gorically states that Britain
would work towards ensuring
that India got a permanent be
in the UN Security Council.

HINDUST AN TREY
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S up pressure

AFP PHOTO

Jawans hitch a ride on a horse-drawn cart to reach a bunker in the R S Pura Sector near Jammu on Mony
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e repromulgation of the Prevenfion of Terrorism Ordinance after
Parliament failed to ratify it in its last session is an abuse of democracy.
The letter of the law may permit the sequential foisting of identical
ordinances on to the statute books but what the BJP-led Vajpayee
government has done is tantamount to stifling the spirit of the Constitu-
tion. Ordinances were conceived as temporary measures needed either
to plug a legal hole or to enable a certain activity at a time when
Parliament may not be in session. Once having promulgated an
ordinance, governments are duty-bound tohave them ratified on the
floor of the House at the earliest opportunity. Knowing that it stood
little chance of passing POTO in the Rajya Sabha, the BJP deliberately
did not introduce the required law at the beginning of the last session as
good faith dictated it should have. Instead, it waited till the fag end of
the winter session, threatened a joint sitting of the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha in order to ram the law through, and then decided that such a
drastic method of enactment might boomerang on the party. No doubt
the December 13 terrorist attack on Parliament helped the government
proclaim a phony consensus and repromulgate POTO in the name of
avoiding “contentious issues”. But the fact remains that the draconian
law should have been allowed the undignified death it deserved — and
perhaps even been buried in one of those $2500 aluminium coffins this
government bought but has been unable to put to good use.

As for the ‘amendments’ that have been introduced in POTO, these
are far too paltry and inconsequential to merit serious consideration. If
the government is willing to concede that clause 3(8) (making the
disclosure of information a legal obligation) is liable to misuse, it is hard
to understand why it has not agreed to delete the even more sweeping
clause 14 as well. POTO’s provisions on the seizure of property the
police believe to be linked to terrorism violate principles of natural
justice and have already led to the unwarranted harassment of at least
one family in Kashmir. The law’s bail provisions are problematic as is
the power it grants the government to ban organisations as terrorist.
In the case of the People’s War Group and MCC, the government has
taken the line that POTO gives it the right to maintain a secret hit list of
‘front organisations’ whose members can be targeted under the law
whenever the police decide. At the best of times, flabbiness in law is a
terrible thing. When it comes with one year of incarceration before bail
can be granted, sloppy drafting is downright intolerable. Indeed, it is
hard to escape the conclusion that its numerous flaws have quite
deliberately been crafted into POTO precisely in order to allow the
government maximum leeway to target ordinary citizens in the name of
“fighting terrorism’. We have argued this before and we argue it again.
Terrorism is fought by intelligent policing and proper investigative
procedures, not by sweeping laws. When Parliament reconvenes,
MPs from all parties must ensure that POTO is defeated. /
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/ﬁuclear wars are not m
especially betweenmuclear p

Even if we go for war; it will be for peace,
says Admiral Sushil Kumar, who retired last
week as the Chief of Naval Staff (CNS). Even
as tensions continue to simmer between India
and Pakistan mount and forces swell at the
borders, Admiral Kumar cautions that a “war
is the final act only when all other options are
exhausted’. Excerpts from the interview...

H Do you foresee a war?

IF all other measures fail, only then will
the government think of war. Presently, the
government is exploring other measures
like a diplomatic offensive, which I feel is
the correct way to go. War is the final act
only when all other options are exhausted.
Presently, I agree we are going through a
very torturous route but that is the path to
take.

| What is India’s threshold?

THAT is for the government to decide.
The armed forces do not decide the thresh-
old level, we only follow orders. The govern-
ment has shown tremendous restraint and
the situation is very tense at the moment.
Even if we do decide to go for war, the aim
would be for peace.

B Is retaliation against Pakistan the best
way to deal with the situation?
PUNISHMENT is not the aim. Our
aim is to prevent Pakistan from abetting
. cross-border terrorism. To blindly retaliate
and seek vengeance will not solve the prob-
lem. We have to go in for a calibrated re-
sponse and progress diplomatically first.
The armed forces are and should remain
the last resort. We have to contmue the dia-

logue.

W Do you think Pakistan WIll resort to a nu-
clear strike?

NUCLEAR wars are not meant to be
fought, especially when both the nuclear
powers are neighbours. The nukes are for
negotiations, they are not weapons of war.

V4

Punishment is not the aim. Our aim is to
prevent Pakistan from abetting cross-border
terrorism. To blindly retaliate and seek
vengeance will not solve the problem

Pakistan has a professional armed force
and they realise that even in case they do re-
sort to a strike there will be retaliation. It
would be lunacy for them to start one. In a
nuclear strike, there are no winners.

Bl Is the navy capable of delivering nuclear
cargo?

I AM not in a position to answer that
question.

M What is your assessment of the Pakistani
armed forces and its navy?

THEY are a professional armed force
and are prepared but so are we. We have
been prepared for any eventuality since
Kargll Pakistan has acquired French sub-

. marines but on the maritime front we will

take control of the situation in a decisive
manner. While their submarines might
pose a challenge but our submarines, sur-
face ships and air force are very strong and
will dominate.

W Will there be joint operations even in
case of a limited conflict?

THE way I see it, any operation under-
taken will be a joint effort. Take the exam-
ple of Operation Enduring Freedom. It is
an extremely well-coordinated sea borne,
air and ground attack. For any operation to
be a success, the three services have to work
in close coordination. We have been under-
taking integrated operations and this has a
force multiplying effect. Joint operations
are like a football game where team work is

eant to be fought,
owers’

cké

moYelimportant for achieving
the aim than Just individual
brilliance.

I But the army feels the air
force is unable to deliver. In
fact after Kargil, the then
Army chief General Ved Malik
wrote that IAF bombs fell
harmlessly on mountains or
killed their own troops.

IT is incorrect to criticise
any force as there are bound
to be such actions in the fog of
war. Actually war is a very
fluid situation and it is wrong
to believe that the IAF erred
tactically. These are certain
risks that have to be taken and
are a part of occupational haz-
ards. The US which has the
most sophisticated equipment
dropped bombs on Red Cross
depots in Afghanistan apart
from schools and hospitals.
Even US troops were killed in
friendly fire.

B Will the US naval presence in the Ara-
bian Sea pose a problem ?

THE US presence is certainly confusing
the maritime picture. The presence of neu-
tral combat force blurs the situation. It be-
comes difficult to distinguish between a
friend, foe and a neutral combat force. In
maritime warfare weaponry and sensors
are both long range.The enemy is targeted
beyond visual range (BVR) and engage-
ment is often over the horizon. The pres-
ence of other maritime powers in the Ara-
bian Sea is resulting in a very confused
situation at sea.

W Why has the integration process been de-
layed? We still do not have a Chief of De-
fence Staff (CDS)?

THERE are no hitches. The process is
on and the tri-services Andaman and Nico-
bar command is already in place. The head-
quarters has been set up and by late this
year we should have a CDS. I have recom-
mended to the government that the system
to be a success needs a CDS in place. It
does not matter whether he is from the
army, navy or the air force. There should be
a CDS by this year.

'NDIAN EXPHESS
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" DoT to monitor STD, ISD calls from elght dlstncts

HT Correspondent \
_Kolkata, January 5 k\
THE UNION Ministry of I)ome
Affairs (MHA) has asked the
Department of Telecommunica-
tions (DoT) to closely monitor
all STD and ISD calls made from
the districts of West Bengal bor-
dering Bangladesh. An order to
this effect was communicated to
West Bengal Telecom Circle last
week.

The districts mentioned in
the directive are: South and
North 24-Parganas, Nadia, Mur-
shidabad, Malda, Cooch Behar,
Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling. “We
received the directive at around
the same time that the PCOs in
the border areas of Jammu &
Kashmir were closed down. We
have also been directed to close-
ly monitor all internet cafes. We
have taken the necessary mea-
sures,” a senior telecom official
told Hindustan Times. The State

police have also been asked to
lend a helping hand.

“The directives were issued
last week after we received
Intelligence reports that some
terrorist gangs with Pakistani
links would step up their activi-
ties in border districts of the
State, especially North Bengal.
Since there is no immediate
threat from that front, we
haven’t as yet asked the DoT to
close down the PCOs and inter-
net booths there, as in the west-
ern sector. We are monitoring
the situation very closely and
will take appropriate action
when required,” said a top-rank-
ing officer of the MHA from
New Delhi. The MHA directives
also include a thorough scruti-
ny of all mobile phone users in
the State.

already started
this regard. We ha}ve

providers to scrutinise their

customers’ backgrounds and
monitor the calls being made,
especially long-distance calls.
Some guidelines have been laid
down for them since it would
not be possible for them to keep
a watch on all the customers,”
said the telecom official. PCO
operators have also been asked
to remain vigilant and report on
people making calls to
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Mid-
dle East.

“Public internet booths have
also been asked to be on the
lookout for unknown people. At
our end also, we are keeping a
tab on overseas calls. But inter-
net traffic is difficult to monitor
and if the situation worsens, we
may be asked to snap internet
links. That’ll be under an
extreme situation, but we are
nonetheless preparing for that,”
he added.

But mere monitoring of call .
made from PCOs may not be

ML LOUSTAN T

enough, feel Army officers.
“As the latest arrest of the ISI
operatives from North Bengal
have shown, private phones
could also be used to make STD
or ISD calls. That’s something
that’ll be difficult to monitor.
The only way would, perhaps,
be to cut off ISD facilities from
all private phones,” an Army
officer said.

“That’s something we’re not

‘contemplating at the moment. If

we receive directions, we’ll do
s0. But even so, there’s no fool-
proof way of ensuring that
spies, anti-socials, terrorists or
militants cannot remain in
touch with their contacts in
other parts of the country
or abroad. They can use satellite
phones that are very difficult
to monitor and there are many
other simpler ways to get
around the restrictions we
put in place,” gaid the telecom
official.
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Centre okays 20 per cent DI in »~

defence, 100

r
Times News Network .“&

NEW DELHI: The government on Friday
allowed up to 26 per cent foreign direct
investment in the defence industry sector
and 100 per cent FDI in the housing sec-
tor. However, the government said that
despite the 26 per cent FDI in the defence
sector, it would be mandatory that the
management of those companies seeking
licences to produce arms and ammunition
be in Indian hands, with the majority rep-
resentation on the board as well as the
chief executive being resident Indians.

This forms a part of the detailed guide-
lines issued by the government on Friday
following its earlier decision to allow 100
per cent private investment in the
defence industry sector.

In the housing sector, the government
finally gave its nod to 100 per cent FDI
for the development of integrated town-
ships, including housing. It also includes
commercial premises, city and regional-
level urban infrastructural facilities like
roads and bridges, hotels, resorts, mass
rapid transit systems and manufacture of

~building materials. »

The guidelines issued by the depart-

-y

More building blocks

. P Land with for peripheral services like
[ mllk booths and police stations would
§ have to be handed to the government
' or local authority.

{ P Playgrounds and parks would have to
be made available to the local
authorities fres of cost after they are

. developed by the developer.

' % The developer would retain the land

. for community services such as

schools, shopping complexes, etc.,

;  and their services would be developed

! and made operational before the

houses are occupled.

i
i

i

ment of industrial policy and promotion,
said the minimum capitalisation norm
would be $10 million for a wholly-owned
subsidiary and $5 million for joint ven-
tures with an Indian partner or partners.

A minimum lock-in period of three
years from the completion of minimum
capitalisation would apply before repatria-
tion of original investment was permitted.

Until now, the defence industry was

rpé\r cent in hf)ﬁsing

strictly restricted to the public sector,
although the government also imported
armaments worth hundreds of crores
from foreign manufacturers. The govern-
ment had also lifted the ban on middle-
men or agents in defence deals recently
to make the system more transparent.

According to the new guidelines,
licence applications for the production of
arms and ammunition will be given by the
department of industrial policy and pro-
motion in the ministry of commerce and
industry in consultation with the defence
ministry. The cases which involve FDI will
also be considered by the foreign invest-
ment promotion board (FIPB).

The applicant will have to be an Indian
company or partnership firm, with the
government reserving the right to verify
the antecedents of foreign collaborators
and domestic promoters. For foreign col-
laborators, preference would be given to
original equipment manufacturers or
design establishments that have a good
track record of past supplies to the
armed forces, space and atomic energy
sectors and those haviap an established
R&D base.
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FROM M. RAJENDRAN

New Delhi, Jan. 3: The Centre
is shutting down public phone
booths offering long-distance
call facilities and Internet cafes
in the border districts of Punjab,
Rajasthan and Gujarat, widen-
ing a clampdown that began in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“The letters have been sent
to district magistrates in the
three states to take immediate
action for closing down PCOs
(public call offices) with
STD/ISD services. They will
coordinate with Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Ltd (BSNL) and private
operators,” ahome ministry Ofﬁ
cial said.

The campalgn, spurred by se-
curity concerns, is being intensi-
fied despite an indication by co-

mmumcatlons minister Pramod
Mahajan today that the contro-
versial closure order in Jammu
and Kashmir would be reviewed.

Sources in BSNL, too, said
the home ministry had ap-
proached them on the feasibility
of widening the STD/ISD booth
ban to new areas which the min-
istry felt were “sensitive”.

“A few places in Rajasthan,
Punjab and Gujarat will be af-
fected. The PCOs and Internet
cafes will be asked to close shop
and their connections will be
cut, We are awaiting the list of
places where PCOs and Internet
cafes will have to be closed,” a
BSNL official said.

“Customers will suffer but
we are helpless since the compa-

ny is bound by the directives of

the government and it is an issue

G+ A

of national security,” he added.

Mahajan said during the day
that the government had
“enough reasons” for restricting
PCO users from making STD
and ISD calls.

Officials said private opera-
tors will also be affected as they
are present in these three states.

A senior executive of one of
the telecom companies said:
“We had jammed all calls to
Pakistan soon after the Decem-
ber 13 attack and we will follow
whatever steps are needed to be
taken in the interest of national
security.”

Communications ministry
sources pointed out that licence
conditions allow the govern-
ment to ask operators to jam
calls or hand over facilities to of-
ficial agencies whenever securi-
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ty considerations demand so. -

BSNL officials said these
measures would help check flow
of information to terrorist
groups as well as foreign intelli-
gence agencies.

But they added that “terror-
ists or spies can use other sophis-
ticated means like satellite
phones which are difficult to
track. They can also travel to
those areas where the ban does
not exist to transmit informa-
tion”.

The only way to counter this
isto closely monitor telecom net-
works and Internet traffic. This
requires more personnel and so-
phisticated tracking equipment,
which the government would
find difficult to instal fast.

W Ban outrage, Page 7
R North Bengal curb, Page 9
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WHILE: THE PROMULGATION of POTO was

eeted with a censorious bang, its repromulga-
tion has met with little more than a critical whim-
per. This may be a result of the country’s
preoccupation with tensions along the western
border. It could also be due to political appre-
hension that keeping up the strong offensive
against POTO in these charged and turbulent
times — that were precipitated by the chilling
attack on Parliament House on December 13 —
Could send out signals that are counter-produc-
tive or likely to be totally misunderstood. It is a
measure of such concerns that the Opposition,
while remaining wedded to its opposition to PO-
TO, has been careful to avoid criticising its appli-
. cation — particularly with respect to those
arrested for their alleged involvement in the De-
cember 13 conspiracy.

Nevertheless, the renewal of POTQO, which
has been altered slightly with a few deletions and
modifications, raises twd important questions.
The first relates to the very act of repromulgation
itself. The argument that POTO was not repro-
mulgated since the newer version varies with the
earlier one does not wash. The alterations made
are largely minor or cosmetic and so POTO II
cannot, by any stretch of imagination, be con-
strued as a fresh ordinance. Having got the clas-
sificatory issue out of the way, the question shifts
to the appropriateness of repromulgating the or-
dinance. Rule by successive ordinances goes di-
rectly against the constitutional grain. More than
two decades ago, in the Wadhwa v. State of Bihar
case, the Supreme Court ruled that repromulga-
tion of ordinances in a routine manner would
constitute a fraud on the Constitution and that
any such repromulgated ordinance was liable to
be struck down.

The Union Government’s only defence for
repromulgating POTO is that the circumstances
. under which it was done were far from routine.
Specifically, that the legislative failure in enacting
a statute in place of the ordinance stemmed
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wholly and directly from the extraordinary cir- |
cumstances which led to the curtailment of the
last session of Parliament by common agree-
ment. There is some truth or merit in this de-
fence. But it begs an important question. One of
the many legitimate criticisms of the BJP Govern-
ment’s handling of POTO is the manner in which
it was hastily rushed through — as an ordinance
and not a Bill. If the Centre had adopted the latter
route, there may have been no need to take re-
course to the questionable and legally suspect
practice of keeping POTO alive by issuing succes-
sive ordinances.

The other question relates to the changes in
POTO I1. All the alterations have been incorpo-
rated in the face of the intense criticism that the
Centre was subject to regarding the original ordi-
nance. The harsh provision relating to the failure
to disclose information which could prevent the
commission of a terrorist act — a requirement
which could have been horribly misused, not
merely against journalists as feared in some
quarters but against virtually anyone — has been
deleted. A safeguard has been built into the pow-
ers to forfeit the proceeds of terrorism and the life
of the proposed legislation has been reduced to
three years from the original five. Such modifica-
tions may render POTO a tad less harsh, but they
do not alter its basic character — one that raises
fundamental questions which pertain to its dra-
conian nature, the curtailment of civil liberties
and the possible abuse of extraordinary powers.
Unfortunately, until now, the political debate on
POTO has been cynical and self-serving — char-
acterised by a desire to score political points
rather than a commitment to seriously examine '
the provisions of the proposed law. Both the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition were responsible for
politicising the debate on POTO. It can only be
hoped that when POTO is placed before Parlia-
ment after it reconvenes, the debate on the need
for a new terrorism legislation will generate

much more light rather than just plentyt./
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\ Byl P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, JAN. 2. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day said all military options were
openin India’s war against terror-
ism.

Addressing an Arya Pratinidhi
Sammelan here, Mr. Vajpayee,
said ne weapon would be spared
in self-defence. Whatever weapon
was available, it would be used no
matter how it wounded the ene-
my. India was a worshipper of
peace but if the situation de-
manded, it was always ready to
fight. “Ham shanti ke pujari hain,
par awashyakata padne par dha-
nushdhari hain,” he said.

The attack on Parliament was
not only an attack on a building
made of cement and mortar, but
an attack on the heart of India.
This kind of an attack was differ-
ent from killing a few persons, he
said.

Referring to the world’s reac-

tion to the whole issue, Mr. Vaj-
payee said that when India
conducted nuclear tests there was
adverse reaction from other
countries. But in self-defence no
weapon would be spared. While
India wanted peace, it was capa-
ble of being fierce, if needed. It
was time it gave a reply to Pakis-
tan, he added.

Blaming Pakistan squarely for
supporting terrorism, Mr. Vaj-
payee said, “Terrorism is the state
policy of Pakistan.” Whatever
steps it had recently taken for
curbing terrorism were not
enough.”

Rejecting Pakistan’s demand
for proof against terrorist organi-
sations functioning from its terri-
tory, he asked, “Why was it that
the terrorists came from Pakistan?
Whose hand was behind the ter-
rorist attack on the Indian Parlia-
ment?”’ It was strange that the
same people were demanding
proof. Even documents recovered

" No weapon will be spared ~
in self-defence: PM g jnixes|

from the slain terrorists proved
their links with Pakistan.

He said it had been well-estab-
lished before the world commu-
nity that Pakistan had committed
treachery and deceived India. But
it was better to be deceived that to
deceive, Mr. Vajpayee said.

Pakistan had no alternative but
to fight terrorism. Since it was
part of the international commu-
nity which was fighting a war
against terrorism, it must take the
steps which the international
community had taken.

The present terrorist attacks
generated from religious fanati-
cism, which never made distinc-
tions,

To attack on the sly and create
bigotry was madness. Now India
would have to face this situation
with all its determination. This
was the last battle against terror-
ism and India would see that now

t

the menace was defeated forever/'

—
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(\)\ By Harish Khare

NEW DELHL, JAN. 1. The Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day sought consultation with the
former Prime Ministers and a for-
mer President on the fast-chang-
ing geo-strategic situation after
the December 13 attack on Parlia-
ment House. Besides the former
President, Mr. R. Venkataraman,
those who attended the luncheon
gathering at the Prime Minister’s
residence were Mr. V.P. Singh,
Mr. Chandra Shekhar, Mr. P.V.
Narasimha Rao, Mr. H.D. Deve
Gowda and Mr. LK. Gujral.

The leaders learnt about what
the Government has done so far
to meet the terrorists’ challenge.
They were also told about the dip-
lomatic efforts being made to
make Pakistan see reason. The
Union Home Minister, Mr. LK.
Advani, was also present.

This was the first time such an
interaction took place, and one of
the former Prime Ministers is re-
ported to have jokingly suggested
to Mr. Vajpayee that it could be-
come an annual affair. However,
there was no talk of the former
Prime Ministers leading delega-
tions to various countri

fensive.”

Today’s e is being de-
scribed asprart of a larger exercise
being yrfdertaken by the Vajpayee
to mobilise domestic

The Prime Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee,
former President, Mr. R. Venkataraman (third from right),
on Monday. From left are: Mr. L.K. Gujral,
the Principal Secretary to the PM, Mr.

Mr. Chandra Shekhar and the Home Minister,

opinion behind the Government.
Mr. Vajpayee last week held de-
tailed interaction with the leaders
of the leading political parties
where the Government apparent-
ly received the Opposition’s en-
dorsement for its  tough
approach.

Nonetheless, at least two of the
luncheon guests — Mr. Chandra
Shekhar and Mr. Deve Gowda —
have publicly cautioned the Vaj-
payee Government against beat-
ing the war drums a bit too loudly.

"+ PM consults his predecessors

However, while the Govern-
ment did not discuss its future
options with the former Prime
Ministers, one of the participants
came back with the impression
that considerable store was being
set by the American pressure on
Islamabad. The arrest of extre-
mists by the Mugharraf regime is
being appreciated. The possibility
of extreme action of an armed
conflict appear to have dimmed
considerably, just as the option of
“hot pursuit” is not considered as
a feasible proposition at all.

at a luncheon meeting with his predecessors

at his residence In New Delhl
Mr. V.P. Singh and Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao,
Brajesh Mishra, Mr. H.D. Deve Gowda,

Mr. L.K. Advani.
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and the

Another participant came back
with the impression that there
could still be “opportunities” for
the Prime Minister and the Pakis-
tani President during the SAARC
summit later this week in Kath-
mandu, especially now that it ap-
pears that Mr. Vajpayee is going
to stay for the entire summit.
While formal “negotiations” are
certainly not part of the script, no
one should be sp#prised if the two
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STD, ISD na\
services banned
m J&K PCOs

HT Correspondent /V\\
Jammu, January 1

ISD, STD and Internet services
provided at local telephone
booths in Kashmir have been
withdrawn since midnight. But
no such curbs have been imposed
on residents using the facilities.
STD facilities in the border areas
of the State had already been
withdrawn a week ago.

The recent arrest of al-Qaida
activist Raja Qamar Ayub has led
the State security agencies to
believe that terrorists have been
interacting with their bosses via
the Internet.

Though telecom authorities
are reluctant to spell out the rea-
sons behind the suspension of
the services, sources said the
decision has been taken at the !
behest of the Ministry of |
Defence. The ban has been ‘
imposed to stop ISI agents from |
passing on sensitive informa- |
tion, sources said.

As many as 250 phone booths
would be affected. It is estimated
that the suspension of the ser-
vices will drastically affect the
sales at these outlefs having a
turnover of Rs 6-7 lakh per day.
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Ultras attack\/Arm

first \tack in Kangra belt of

&Agencies -

CHANDIGARH/JAMMU, Jan.
1. — Militants today shot dead
three jawans and injured four
after ambushing. their vehicle at
Dangu Pir in Kangra district of
Himachal Pradesh bordering
Punjab, police said.

Three militants were waiting
near a firing range, 90 km from
Dharamsala in Himachal, in
thick fog to ambush a vehicle
carrying an advance party of 5-
mechanised infantry going from
Mamoon i
Pathankot to the range to fix
targets for routine practice, the
sources said.

As the advance party artived,
the ultras fired rockets from a

" ‘mountain top and opened

Cantonment  in’

indiscriminate fire \lling two
jawans on the spot and wounding
four, one of whom succumbed

" on the way to hospital, officials

in Jammu said.

The militants escaped into the
forests taking advantage of the
fog cover.

The Army and police
immediately launched combing
operations and cordoned oft the
entire area to track down the
militants. The SSP of Punjab’s
Gurdaspur district, Mr Lok Nath
Angra, said Punjab Police was
carrying out search operations in
the villages around the range.
The Himachal Pradesh
authorities are also conducting
combing operations.

Security forces recovered 80
empty cartridges, one grenade
and four magazines from the
scene, the police said. This is the

Doy st

«

£ p
Y
Himachal Pradesh.

The Himachal Pradesh
Governor, Mr Suraj Bhan, and
the chief minister, Mr Prem
Kumar Dhumal, condemned the
attack and expressed their
sympathies for the affected
families.

Today’s terrorist strike came a
less than a month after a 30-hour
joint operation by the Army and
the police had failed to track

down two bearded armed youths -

who were spotted near the Firing
Range on 6 December 2001.
The Himachal Armed Police
have fanned out in the remote
Salle forest near the Chamba
district, bordering the Doda
district, following reports that an
unknown person Wwas seen
carrying food for eight to 10

people in the forest area./
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mitants strike

at Pathankot

firing range, kill 2 jawans

Times News Network § % -

PATHANKOT: Two army jawans were
killed and four others injured when mili-
tants attacked them at a firing range near
Chakki Bridge here on Tuesday morning.
The militants escaped into the nearby
Damtal forests under cover of a thick fog.

The area falls on the border of this can-
tonment town of Punjab with Kangra dis-
trigt of Himachal Pradesh.

\cedrding to an eyewitness, jawans of the
5 Mechanised Infantry and the 12
Grenadiers had gone to the firing range to
set targets as exercises were on. Around 8.30
a.m., three militants armed with AK-47 rifles
attacked the unarmed jawans. While naik
Hari Dutt Kaushal (35) and subedar Ram
Pal (40) were killed on the spot, subedar
R.K. Dutta, subedar Sita Ram, havaldar
Durga Dutt and sepahi Anil Kumar were
injured. The injured were admitted to the
Pathankot military hospital.

Immediately after the attack, the Army,
along with the Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh police, launched a combing opera-
tion. The entire forest area has been cor-
doned off. However, the operation was
being hampered by the dense fog and the

hilly terrain. Gl/\ Y

Talking to The Times News Network, an
Army officer, Col H.C. Himalayan, said tan-
gible results could be achieved only after six
to eight hours.

Sources said the dog squad had found a
grenade at the incident site. They also said
that the same group of militants had been
accosted by a person who had gone to the
forest to pick-'wood on December 6.

Meanwhile, militants killed six members
of a family from a minority community,
among them an infant and an eight-year-old,
at Mangnard village in Poonch district of
Jammu and Kashmir on Monday evening.

A group of militants barged into the
house of ex-serviceman Khetar Pal, asked
his family to step out, lined them up and shot
them with automatic weapons.

Agencies said the militants belonged to
the Lashkar-e-Toiba. This was the second
attack on the minority community in the last

L]
[}

three days in the Rajouri-Poonch belt. On .

Saturday, militants had killed four members
of a family in Kathal in Rajouri.

In another incident in the Rajouri sector,
the army foiled two infiltration bids near the
Line of Control. /
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LIST OF TERRORISTS GIVEN TO PAK.

/

fk arrests a step

9"7 A
\(‘ By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, DEC. 31. After days of
rising tensions with Pakistan, In-
dia today extended a guarded-
- welcome to the reported arrest of
the chiefs of the two organisa-
tions suspected to have master-
minded the December 13 attack
on the Parliament House. The
head of the parent body of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Hafeez Moham-
mad Saeed, was reportedly arrest-
ed this morning. The
Jaish-e-Mohammad chief, Maula-
na Masood Azhar, along with 50
of his supporters, has been re-
manded for 90 days.

“ If this information is con-
firmed then it is a right step in the
right direction,” the External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
said striking a conciliatory note
after a meeting of the Cabinet
Committee of Security (CCS) this
morning. These arrests by Pakis-
tan have been apparently made in
response to mounting U.S. pres-
sure on it to curb terrorists and in
the wake of the sizeable Indian

troop build-up along the border.

India, however, made it cate-
gorical that these steps taken by
Pakistan today were not enough.
“We hope that such actions
against terrorists targeting India,
including Jammu and Kashmir,
would be pursued vigorously un-
til cross-border terrorism in our
country is completely eliminat-
ed,” Mr. Singh said.

Elaborating on Mr. Singh’s
comments, the spokesperson of
the External Affairs Ministry, Ms.
Nirupama Rao, said this evening
that India wanted to see “‘the be-
ginning of a new approach” by
Pakistan.

With Pakistan showing an incli-
nation to crack down on India-
centric terrorist groups, New Del-
hi this afternoon handed over a
list of 20 wanted “criminals and
terrorists'', now residing in Pakis-
tan. The list was handed over to
the Pakistan Deputy High Com-
missioner, Mr. Jalil Abbas Jilani,
by the Joint Secretary on the Iran,
Pakistan, Afghanistan desk in the
External Affairs Ministry, Mr.

A positive signal: Islamabad
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 31. Islamabad today welcomed reports from New
Delhi of a possible meeting between the Foreign Ministers of the two
countries in Kathmandu on the sidelines of the coming SAARC sum-
mit. The indication came from the Foreign Office spokesman, Mr.
Aziz Ahmed Khan, at a news briefing here. Mr. Khan said Pakistan
would welcome a de-escalation of tension on the LoC and the border
with India through diplomatic means. “Our stated position is that
we are ready for dialogue anytime, anywhere and at any level. The
ball is in India’s court. We believe all differences could be sorted out
through dialogue and negotiations.”

Mr. Khan was responding to reports from New Delhi that the
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, had hinted at a possible
meeting with the Pakistan Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar. The
spokesman was asked to comment on the report that Mr. Singh had
not ruled out a meeting with his Pakistani counterpart on the side-
lines of the SAARC summit.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan President, Gen, Pervez Musharraf, visited
the Command Operation Centre of the Air Force and reviewed the
preparations. Pakistan’s Air Chief, Air Marshal Mushaf Ali Mir,
briefed him on the strategy and deployment. Reports said the PAF
had moved its air formation to the Indian border.

Addressing senior commanders and staff officers, Gen. Musharraf
said that “Pakistan is a responsible and peace-loving nation, but let
there be no illusion that in case of any aggression committed against
Pakistan we will retaliate with complete national will and resolve.”

He told the PAF commanders that “in all great battles the numer-
ically inferior forces have overcome their adversaries with better
standard of training and resolve. I have no doubt that with the
present state of operational readiness, faith and conviction Pakistan
Air Force will be able to reply any challenge in benefiting manner.”

/

forward: Jaswant

Arun Singh. Government sources
said India might hand over more
such lists to Pakistan in the fu-
ture.

Out of the 20 names, Pakistan
was already acquainted with the
names of 14, during the Agra
summit. Six more names, mainly
of Kashmiri terrorists, have now
been added. This includes the
Jaish chief, Maulana Masood Az-
har, who has been implicated for
his role in the October 1 attack on
the Jammu and Kashmir Assemb-
ly and the December 13 attack.

The list mainly includes key in-
dividuals accused in the Mumbai
blasts and the five who hijacked
the Indian Airlines plane in De-
cember 1999. The prime accused
in the Mumbai blasts are Dawood
Ibrahim, Anees Ibrahim, Chotta
Shakeel, Abu Salem and Tiger Me-
mon. India had shared the infor-
mation with the United States,
the sources added.

While the handing over of the
list is an important step, sources
here emphasised that India’s con-
cerns went far beyond the arrest
and repatriation of these individ-
uals. India’s prime objective was
to see the permanent eradication
of cross- border terrorism from
Pakistani soil.

Not surprisingly, India, from
now on, would look for “serious
and sustained action” that would
signify Pakistan’s intention to end
cross-border terrorism. India
would gauge Pakistan’s intent not
by its public pronouncements
alone. Instead, it would draw its
conclusions by continuously and
independently monitoring the
evolving Pakistani disposition to-
wards cross-border terrorism.

India’s approach to the re-
sumption of a dialogue with Pa-
kistan remained linked to
meaningful action on the ground
against terrorism by Pakistan. Mr.
Jaswant Singh may meet his Pa-
kistafi counterpan Mr. Abdul
Sattar, in Kathmandu. However,
detailed discussions on substan-
tive issues during such a meeting
are unlikely. The spokesperson
reiterated that India had opened
its airspace to facilitate the Pakis-
tan President, Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf’s transit to Kathmandu for
the SAARC summit following Pa-
kistan's request. ‘“‘But is was now
up to Pakistan choose this or any
other option.”

Pak. to examine list: Pyé/ 1
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“*Tough measures if d|
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SOMEWHERE IN THE WESTERN SEC-
TOR, DEC. 31. The Defence Minis-
ter, Mr. George Fernandes, has
warned Pakistan that India will
take decisions which will be “very
demanding” if its efforts to make
Islamabad accede to Indian de-
mands regarding terrorism failed.

“So far we have concentrated
on the diplomatic offensive and
this will continue till one con-
cludes that an end of the road in
terms of diplomacy is reached,”
he said, addressing troops of the
Army and Air Force at forward lo-
cations in this sector.

Diplomatic efforts were “per-
haps likely” to bring results “but
in an unlikely event of this not
happening, then one will have to
take decisions and these deci-
sions will be very demanding.”

He said *“we want Pakistan and
other countries to understand
that we want our expectations
from Islamabad on the issue of
terrorism met through diplomatic
efforts”. Stressing that Pakistan
still did not appear to be honest in
its actions against terrorists, he
said it “should understand and
accept how big a sin it has com-
mitted"’.

“We don’t want any such sit-
uation where there could be a lot
of loss in this region,” he said,
adding that Pakistan has thrust
proxy-war on India over the last
decade and the world should see
and make Islamabad desist from
it.

Mr. Fernandes took a broadside
at the U}/:aying its objective in

falls

Q%

An airman helplng the Defence Minister, Mr. George Femandes, climb a Iaunch
vehicle for missiles at an undisclosed |ocat|on near the Pakistan border in the
western sector in Rajasthan on Sunday. — AFP

the war against terrorism was lim-
ited to catching or killing Osama
bin Laden and had done nothing
“more than rhetoric” in “making
Pakistan understand” the gravity
of the situation.

Lauding the G-8 statement ask-
ing Pakistan to meet the demands
of India, he said it indicates “we
are on the right track”. The Eu-

-

ropean Union, the U.S. and the
U.K. also have told Pakistan to act
against terrorists.

“There is considerable pressure
on Pakistan by the world powers
and it indicates that some of our
efforts are making its impact. But
to what extent it goes, is still not
known,” he said, adding “hope-

SHE HINDU
-~ 1 Jan 202

*

fully, something worthwhile will
come out of it”. Alleging that the
U.S. had not done much to make
Pakistan act against the terrorist
groups operating in Kashmir, he
said the U.S. reaction to the attack
on the Parliament House was
“confined to rhetoric which has
still not translated into any deef”
sive conclusion”. — PTI
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By J. Venkatesan |\ \¥

NEW DELHI, DEC. 31. The President
last night promulgated the Pre-
vention of Terrorism (second) Or-
dinance (POTO) as the Bill to
replace the earlier ordinance is-
sued on October 24 could not be
introduced during the winter ses-
sion of Parliament as the Govern-
ment faced stiff resistance from
the Opposition.

According to the Government,
the terrorist attack on Parliament
on December 13 has further
strengthened the resolve to carry
the fight against terrorism to its
logical conclusion. .

While 23 outfits were declared
terrorist organisations under the
October 24 ordinance, two more

terrorist outfits under the new or-
dinance. - oo '

The POTO Bill, 2001 was dis-
cussed in various fora including
the Chief Ministers’ Conference
on Internal Security held on No-
vember 17; the Consultative
Committee of the Ministry of
Home Affairs which met on No-

organisations have been named

vember 23 and 26 and the all-par-
ty meeting called by the Prime
Minister.

A number of views were ex-
pressed during these meetings
and the Government, after con-
sidering them, has incorporated
the following modifications in the
new ordinance, but by and large
the same provisions incorporated
in the earlier ordinance have been
retained.

In the revised ordinance, the
controversial Sec. 3(8) which
makes provision for punishment
of a person who is in possession
of information which he knows or
believes to be of material assist-
ance in preventing the commis-
sion of terrorist act and fails to
disclose that information to po-
lice, has been deleted, following

_apprehensions voiced by the

media that the provision was like-
ly to be misused against journal-

- ists.

Clause 7 has been modified to
delete reference to special courts,
thus doing away with concurrent
jurisdiction of the Designated Au-
thority and the special courts and

e

to provide for an appeal against
the order made by the Designated
Authority to the special court.

Clause 8 has been modified to
vest the power of forfeiture of the
proceeds of terrorism in a special
court instead of the Designated
Authority; ‘property’ defined un-
der clause 2(1)(d) shall now in-
clude ‘Bank Accounts’.

The new ordinance which will
be in force for three years (as
against five years in the earlier or-
dinance) also provides for laying
of an annual interception report
by the Central Government be-
fore each House of Parliament.

A transitional provision has
been made to enable the sessions
court to try the offences punisha-
ble under the ordinance till spe-
cial courts are constituted.

Passport ordinance
re-issued

The President has also re-is-
sued the ordinance to amend the
Passport Act providing for im-
pounding of passports or travel
documents of anti-national ele-
ments or militants at the point of

oy

= 1 JAN 2002

»

/M“’?w/ President re-promulgates POTO ,, .

embarkation or immigration for
four weeks with powers to extend
the time limit.

The earlier ordinance issued on
October 23 could not be enacted
into a law in the winter session of
Parliament which necessitated re-
promulgation of the same.

Under the new ordinance, the
person whose passport has been
impounded will be given an op-
portunity of being heard within
eight weeks and thereafter the
Centre can modify or revoke the
order. The various powers grant-
ed to the State Governments by
the earlier ordinance have been
withdrawn as it was felt that they
could be misused.

Roorkee University
ordinance re-issued

The President issued another
ordinance, the Institutes of Tech-
nology (Amendment) Second Or-
dinance, making Roorkee
University the seventh IIT in the
country as the earlier ordinance
issued on October 23 could not be
enacted into a law in the winter

session.
/

P




