DISTANTPROSPECTS
N either any great success nor ?ﬁ\u\e\ct failure

marked the last one year of India’s foreign pol-
icy and diplomacy, Indeed, the year was char-
acterized by uncertainty; and it can only be hoped that
there will be greater clarity in India’s external policy
in the new year. As has been the case for many years
now, it was Pakistan and New Delhi's relations with Is-
lamabad that dominated India’s foreign policy in 2002,
The year witnessed the biggest mobilization of the [n-
dian armed forces since the 1971 war. This mobiliza-
tion was in response to the terrorist attack on the Indi-
an parliament for which terrorist organizations spon-
sored by Pakistan were responsible. It did seem on at
least two occasions last year that India was prepared to
go to war to prevent Pakistan’s further sponsorship of
terrorism. What prevented the outbreak of the hostili-
ty in January and then in May, after the attack on the
army camp hear Jammu, and what were the gains
from the policy of coercive diplomacy will continue to
be analysed by the historians of the future. But it is
clear that there were three factors which ultimately
stopped India and Pakistan from going to war for the
fourth time. First, the presence of nuclear weapons on
both sides. New Delhi exercised greater caution than it
would have, had there been no nuclearization of south
Asia. Second, Pakistan did take some steps, piecemeal
in retrospect, to clamp down on terrorist organiza-
tions. Mr Pervez Musharraf made a significant speech
in January, in which he assured the world that Pak-
istan’s territory will not be used to support terrorists
against any couniry With the benefit of hindsight,
these promises did not translate into reality, but they
were able to at least buy Pakistan time at critical mo-
ments. Finally, the international communjty,‘played a
key role in diffusing the tension.  q, ¢ oV \V
The United States of America, particular]y, was
active in putting pressure on Pakistan to stop its
support for terrorism and also pleaded with India to
exercise restrain. India’s relationship with the US
demonstrated a continued fluctuation. While there is
much that binds New Delhi and Washington, India
continues to be concerned about Washington's rela-
tionship with Pakistan. At the end of the year, New
Delhi’s relationship with Pakistan had far from nor-
malized and yet the chances of war breaking out are
also slim. The US continues to be a key partner for
India. But it remains to be seen if the new year can
_ bring about a dramatic change in the equation be-
| tween Washington, New Delhi and Islamabad. The
.. prospects of real peace emerging in the region, how-
:; "~ ever, remain distant.
I
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¥~ ACCORD SIGNED; TERRORISM NOT IN ICC STATUTE

India, U.S. not to surrender
9”nationals to any tribunal ),

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, DEC. 26, India and the
United States today signed an
agreement  whereby neither
country will surrender persons
of the other country to any in-
ternational tribunal without the
other country’s express
consent.

The agreement, signed by the
Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal,
and the U.8, Ambassador, Rob-
ert Blackwill, at FHyderabad
House, defines “persons” as
current or former Government
employees, military personnci
or nationals of either country.

“As strong, vibrant democra-
cies, both India and the U.S.
share concerns about the pos-
sible conflict between robust,
national judicial processes and
international tribunals as also
the impact of such tribunals on
national sovereignty,” the For-
cign Office spokesman said 1o-
day. The 11.5. had shown a “lot
of initiative and interest” in
signing the agreement.

{With today's agreement, the
U.S. has signed 16 similar agree-
ments on the non-surrender of
persons with other countries).

While there was no reference
to the International Criminal
Court (fCC), the spokesman
said that the context in which
the accord was signed was the
[CC.

In M Mr. Blackwill

said India and the 11.8. shared
the strongestl possible commit-
ment to bringing (o justice
those who commit war crimes,
crimes against humanity, and
genocide. “lowever, we are
concerned about the Interna-
tivnal Criminal Court treaty
with respect to the adequacy of
checks and balances, the im-
pact of the treaty on national
sovereignty and the potentiaj
for conflict with the U.N. char-
ter,” he said. “This accord... is
emblematic of the strides that
continue to be made in trans-
forming U.S.-India relations,
Both Goverruments ook forward

The Foeign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, and the U.S.
Ambassador, Robert Blackwill, exchanging documents after
signing an agreement in New Delhi on Thursday. —AFP

to working in close cooperation
on such significant issues,” Mr.
Blackwill said.

The Fareign Office spokes-
man said India had participated
in the negortiatinns on the [CC
treaty with a view o becoming a
signatory. The statute that final-
Iy emerged fell shor of expecta-
tinns on a number of issues. For
instance, international terror-
ism was not included and the
statute had little flexibility in the
nature of jurisdiction.

According to the spokesman,
it blurred the diseinction be-
tween customarylaw and treaty
obligations inatlation to defini-
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tion of internal conflicty and
crimes against humanity. The
statute also failed to respect the
sacrosanct principle of consent
of States and the principle of
territoriality in the exercise of
criminal jurisdiction. The TCC,
had been seen as a court which
would handle cases in excep-
tional circumstances — such as
failed States or where national
judicial processes had
lapsed.

col- .

Asked if India was concerned |
that the security personnel in |
Jammu and Kashmir could be
taken to the {CC, he said that .

New Delbi's concerns related to
its Army personnel involved in
international peacekeeping op-
erations. These personnel, he
added, worked in difticult con-
ditions in uncertain situations
where law and order had, by
definition, failed. The accord
will enter into force uporn an ex-
change of notes confirming that
each party has completed the
necessary  domestic legal re-
quircrments to bring the agree-
ment into force, "It will remain
in force until one year after the
date on which one party notifies
the other of its intent to termi-
nate this agreement. The provi-
sions of this agreement shall
continue to apply with respect
te any act occurring, or any alle-
gation arising, hefore the effec-
tive date of termination.” the
text ot the agrecment said.
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‘Dealing V\?&h

EW DELH[ could draw

comfort from the manner

its ties with the U.S. and

Russia have shaped of late.
There is little doubt about the impor-
tance of the two relationships to In-
dia, both  individually and
collectively. The exclusive superpow-
er status of the U.S. imparts a special
quality to its ties with India. The
smooth equation could pave the way
for help and support in various areas,
notably political and economic. Also,
it sends positive signals, from New
Delhi’s standpoint, to others espe-
cially the Western powers, influen-
cing their approach to India. Russia is
no longer a superpower and its rela-
tionship with India is devoid of the
ideological content that character-
ised the Soviet Union's dealings with
India. Nonetheless, the relevance of
mutual ties has been retained, even
enhanced, in the present-day
changed context. In the past, India’s
special relationship with Moscow
created suspicions in Washington
while an occasional tilt towards the
11.5. was misunderstood by the Soviet
Union. That was the inescapablc log-
ic of the power bloc rivalries of the
Cold War era. There are no such risks
for New Dethi now because of the un-
derstanding and amity between the
1.5, and Russia.

New Delhi cannot take for granted
the continuance of its smooth equa-
tions with the two powers, because
disagreements and divergences are
not altogether absent and, if not tack-
led or contained in time, could devel-
op into major problems, even crises.
That emphasises the need and im-
portance of regular interaction and of
frank and candid exchanges for pos-
sible mid-course corrections. The re-
cent contacts between India and
Russia, climaxed by the Russian Pres-
ident, Vladimir Putin’s visit to New
Dethi, and the exchanges between se-
nior officials of India and the U.S,,
notably the Prime Minister’s Princi-
pal Secretary, Brajesh Mishra's meet-
ings in Washington, served precisely
this purpose. It does noi mean that all
the differences have been resolved or
have vanished but it does mean that
misunderstandings would net get out
of control.

Given the history of New Delhi's
relationship with Moscow and Wash-
ington, there is a qualitative differ-

-

no-

India’,
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ence in India’s dealings with the two
powets. [s relationship with Russia is
a case of consolidation ur of guarding
against a slip-up. With the U.5.,itisa
reversal of the old, negative trends, of
strengthening the “new heginning”,
made during the former President,
Bill Clinton’s trip to India.

The friendship with Moscow is
time-tested. Russia did not take the
sanctions route after the May 1998
nuclear fests by India; it did not suc-
cumb to pressurcs io cancel the
cooperative arrangement 10 set up
nuclear power plants in Tami! Nadu;
the sale of its defence equipment to
India has been accompanied by
transfer of technology and has now
moved on to the next higher stage —
of joint designing and development
and co-production. This is a signif-
icant dimension to the bilareral tics,
the delays in the supply of spares and
occasional hiccups in the execution
of the defence deals notwithstanding.
Russia. as mentioned by Mr. Putin, is
prepared to expand cooperation in
the field of nuclear energy “within the
framework of interrational rules and
obligations”. At the same time, he
saw a case for “improvement” in
these rules and obligations.

As regards regional matters, Russia
has been consistent in its support to
India on Kashmir and related issues,
In the joint statement on the Putin
visit, Russia accepted the Indian
stand that Islamabad needed to fulfil
its obligation to prevent the infiltra-
tion of terrorists across the Line aof
Control and to eliminate terrorist in-
frastructure as a “"pre-requisite” for
the renewal of peaceful dialogue with
Pakistan. Instinctively, however, Mr.
Putin appeared to favour the line he
had taken at a multilateral confer-
ence in Almaty, Kazakhstan, when he
unsuccessfully worked for a meeting
between the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, and Pakistan's Pervez
Musharraf. This wus evident from his
reply to a correspondent’s question
that “everything should be done in
order to settle all disputes, including
the dispute hetween India and Pakis-
tan, by peaceful means”. The recent

< LINDD

memorandum of understanding be-
lween Russia and Pakistan on the
feasibility study of a gas pipeline sug-
gested that the ties between these
two countries may not remain frozen
at the present stage. 1s Indian diplo-
macy geared to meet that
contingency?

The weakest link in the Indo-Rus-
sian relationship is the abysmally low
level of trade and investment — a
prablem that the two sides resolved
lo address. 1t is not an easy job and
the degree of success would be a ma-
terial factor in the evolution of the bi-
tateral ties.

Trade and investment have been
strong links in India’s ties with the
U.5.  which, otherwise, passed
through several phases even in the
short span of four vears — since the
Clinton visit in March 2000, especial-
ly in the context of the adversarial In-
dia-Pakistan relationship. The ups
and downs, however, have not affect-
ed the stability achieved as a result of
conscious efforts by the two sides.
Had that not been the case, the
disillusionment in New Delhi over
the-1).5. inability to restrain Pakistan
from promoting terrorist violence in
Jammu and Kashmir or the differenc-
es on Traq would have de-railed the
relationship.

To start with, New Delhi found it-
self' in a happy position, with the U.S.

showing complete understanding of

India’s concerns on terrorism. That
was also the period when the US
took a stern view of Islamabad's role
in promoting jehadi trends and of its
“moral, diplomatic and pelitical sup-
port” to “freedom fighters” in Jammu
and Kashmir. Washington was far
from impressed with the steps, pur-
ported to have been taken by Gen,
Musharraf for the restoration of de-
mocracy. All that changed — to In-
dia's disadvantage — after 9/11.
Islamabad acquired a new relevance,
thanks to its geographical position, in
the U.S.-led coalition’s operations
against Afghanistan, Gradually, how-
ever, the imbalance was set right,
partly because of the realisation in
Washington that the fight against ter-
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Washington & Moscow

® By K.K. Katyal

elationship with Russia is a case
of consolidation... With the U.S., it is a
reversal of old, negative trends.

rorism would be incomplete if the je-
hadi outfits in Pakistan continued o
operate and religious fundamental-
ists held sway there. Gen. Musharraf
was, therefore pressured into taking
corrective steps.

There are limits 1o the U5, diplo-
macy in dealing with lslamabad on
India-related maticers. Pakistan con-
tinues to be crucially important to
Washingtan in the context ol the un-
finished fight against terrorism. This
importance will increase if and when
the U.S. carries out its threat to attack
Traq. India realises this — and, as
such, no great hopes are pinned on
Washington, though the cevidence of
continved  violation of Pakistani
commutments is conveved Le it from
time to time. On its pari. the 1S,
keeps on repeating its exhortations to
India for the resumpion of dialogue
with Pakistan, but New Dethisticks to
its tough line — "no tulks (il the infil-
tration ol terrorists  continues”.
Washington is not convinced hut
feaves it at that,

What does the narration of this se-
quence show? That a good part of In-
dia-1.8. relations is by phenated — o
use the expression of the tormer Bx-
ternal Affaivs Minister, laswant Singh
— 1o Pakistan, and this creates com-
plications. Bur the resultant diver-
gences  have noc affected  their
dealings. As & matter of fact this has
ted the two sides to shilt their focus to
bilateral matters. And there is o hope
of an advance in this area.

On another hmportont isste on
which the 1.8, has set its hearr now
- [rag — the po-itions of hudia and
.S, differ, but thiis too has not cre-
ated a serious probileny in the bilater-
al field. This is so. oven though India,
giving up the earivr low-key stance,
is now conspicuously vocal en the
subject. New Delhi is opposed to the
doctrine of regime change, o any
unilateral action, ottside the param:
eters set by the s, security Council.
This obviously runs counter to the
LS. stance. In the past. such diver-
gences could havee derailed the hilat-
eral ties. To mamtain the posiive
trends in the two cases pro-
nounced in the cose of India-Russia
ties, and promising in regard to the
U.S. —isachallenging sk, requiring
skill and sustained effort. The im-
mensity of the task is noL o b

underestimated. e




“iNo concrete steps

W/
9

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 11. No concrete
steps have been tuken to furiher
trilateral cooperation among In-

, dia, Russia and China, the Prime

Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, said in

" the Rajya Sabha today. Respon-

ding to questions on a statement
he made on the recent visit by
the Russian President, Vladimir
Putin, he said the issue bad fig-
ured in 4 meeting of the three
Foreign Ministers in New York

"'put since then no concrete Steps

had been taken.

The Prime Minister stressed
that there had been no change of
policy as tar as weaponisation of
outer space was concerned. He
was responding 1o a question on
the joint statement by India and
Russia on the need to prevent
the weaponisation ol  ouler
space.

Earlier, Mr, Vajpayee said in
identical statements in both
Houses of Parliament thai Mr.
Putin’s visit underlined Moscow
and New Delhi's “mutual com-
mitment” to constantly streng-
then their strategic partnership,
intensify political consultations
and give a new dimension to ec-
onomic relations.

"“We will continue to attach
the highest importance to our
refations with Russia. In keeping
with our commitment to annual
summits, | have accepted Presi-
dent Putin’s invitation to visit
Russia next vear,” he remarked.
The Prime Minister concusred
with the Russian leader that the
international regime on c¢ivilian
applications of nuclear energy
needed reforms. “President Pu-
lin confirmed Russia’s interest in
continued cooperation with In-
dia on civilian applications of
nuciear enesgy. In the joint press
interaction after our talks, he ex-

AINDU

et

~on trilateral .,
cooperation’

pressed the view that the inter-
national regime on these matiers
needs teform,. We fully agree
with this,” Mr. Vajpavee said.

On defence cooperation be-
tween ihe 1iwo countries, he said
this now included joint research,
development  and  production.
The state-of-the-art  Brahmos
missile was a result of joint col-
faboration. “fndia and Russia are
now embarking on the co-pro-
duction of this (Brahmos) mis-
sile system for i1s induction into
the armed {orces of both coun-
tries. President Putin and 1
agreed that a number ot other
projects hold promise for future
cooperation,”  Mr.  Vajpayee
maintained. He said that the
“Delhi Declaration” reaffirmed
that neither country would take
any action which may threaten
or impair the security of the oth-
er.

“We have declared that both
countries would be guided by
these principles in their security
and defence policies and mili-
tary-technical cooperation with
third countties....” On the inter-
national situation, the two coun-
tries agreed that “strong and
sustained’’ measures were need-
ed (o combar terrorism. “The
UN. Security Council resolu-
tions against terrorism — and
particularly resolution 1373 —
should be strictly iimplement-
ed.” “As vicims of terrorism
having its roots in our common
neighbourhood, {ndia and Rus-
sia have a strong security inter-
est in meeting this threat
through preventive and deter-
rent measures, nationally and
bilaterally. The agreement to set
up a joint working group on
combating terrorism wil| further
strengthen our cooperation in
this sphere,” the Prime Minister
said. J
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NDIA WILL soon have to make
up its mind on how to deal with
the impending war in the Per-
sian Gulf and the political fu-
ture of Iraq with or without Saddam
Hussein. Over the weekend Irag
confronts an important deadline on
the full disclosure of its capabilities
on weapons of mass destruction
(WMD), Fven as the international
arms inspectors comb through sus-
pected sites in Iraq, war clouds are
beginning to gather. it is one thing
for India to stay with the safe posi-
tion of supporting the United Na-
tions mandate on Iraq. But it is
entirely another matter for New Del-
hi to prepare itselt for what could be
a rapid series of developments in the
Persian Gulf in the coming days.

Traq is believed to have figured
prominently in the discussions be-
tween the visiting Russian President,
Vladimir Putin, and the Indian lead-
ership. Russia and the United States
have been in censtant touch over
Iraq. And the indications ate that at
their meeting a few days ago, the
1J.8. President, George W. Bush, has
assured Mr. Putin that Russia’s eco-
nomic interests in Iraq will be taken
on board in the future political ar-
rangements in Baghdad. India
should have got a good sense of the
Russian thinking on both the mili-
tary and political dimensions of the
current crisis in the Gulf.

As Mr. Putin leaves the capital to-
day, the National Security Adviser,
Brajesh Mishra, heads to Washing-
ton for consultations with the Bush
Administration and will also stop
over in London and Paris for talks.
Besides the normal focus on ex-
panding bilateral relations, Mr. Mis-
hra will inevitably have to address
the imminent war against [raq,
which is at once the most important
international question today and has
the potential w transform the Mid-
dle East political landscape in the
years (o come,

Meanwhile, the U.S. Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser, Stephen Ha-
dley, will be in town this week to
engage the Government on a full

As the world braces for the confrontation between
Saddam Hussein and George W. Bush, the
challenge for India is to find ways to
protect its larger interests in Iraq.

range of issues; but Irag will be at the
top of his mind. Mr. Hadley is among
the many senior officials of the Bush
Administration who are fanning out
across the world o tie up military
and political arrangements for the
next Gulf war.

How soon could the war against
Irag happen? The final American
military confrontation with Mr. Hus-
sein might never take

proclaimed- right t0 go to war. All
kinds of “unexpected” military inci-
dents couid take place between [raq
and its neighbours, which would
bolster the Americar. argument to
confront Mr. Hussein. Look out for
increasing military tensions between
Iraq and Kuwait in the next few days.
While the debate on the tithing of
the confrontation continues, a war
of sons is already on

place, if the Iragi leader

WORLD VIEW

against Iraq. In the last

opts for voluntary exile or
is overthrown in a military coup. The
principal political objective of the
Bush Administration in [raq is nei-
ther the elimination of its weapons
of mass destruction or the presumed
sources of international terrorisi in
the Gulf nation. The real American
aim is to overthrow Mr. Hussein, If
the regime change takes place with-
out the use of massive force, so
much the better for the U.S. But giv-
en the perceived tight grip that Mr.
Hussein exercises over the Traqi se-
curity apparatus, the prospects of a
coup might not be significant. There
are fewer bets on the [raqi strong-
man quietly taking a flight out of
Baghdad.

There is another view that if Mr.
Hussein fully complies with the U.N.
demands on WMD, there is no real
reason for a war. That is a political
argument that gives us no insights
into the unfolding dynamic in the
Gulf. The U.N. process of arms in-
spections is a means of providing le-
gitimacy and broader internatjional
support to American action against
Iraq, but not an end in itself for the
Bush Administratioi.

The real questions are centred on
the logic that Washington would
come up with to declare that Mr.
Hussein is in “material breach” of
the U.N. resolutions and exercise its

few weeks the U.S. has
stepped up its bombing activity in
the no-fly-zones that had been im-
posed over large southern and
nosthern swathes of Iraqi territory.
Increased American attacks on lraqi
installations are beginning to soften
up the Iragi military machine. They
seem to be the prelude to a quick
separation of the southern city of
Basra dominated by Shias and the
northern Kurdish areas from ihe
military control of Mr. [Tussein with-
in days of a full-fledged attack on
Irag.

Meanwhile, the U.S. military is
mobilised and a number of exercises
are planned in the next few days on
the territories of fraq’s Gulf neigh-
bours. The mission of these exercises
could quickly change to actual ac-
tion against lraqgi forces. The U.S.
has also stepped up psychological
operations to demoralise the Iragi
military and win support from the
peaple.

The White 1louse has also ap-
pointed a special envoy to deal with
the Iraqi dissident groups who are
cxpected 10 meet later this month in
London to publicise a political

framework for a “free and united
Iraq” after Mr.

usscin, The U.S.
nending squabbles
would be
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and the Gulf war

By C. Raja Mohan

If and when the war begins in Irag,
it will be very unlike the Gult War of
January 1991. The last time, the U.S.
conducted a prolonged bombing of
Iraqi cities and military targets be-
fore launching & full-scale mtitary
invasion of the country. This time
around the campaign is likely to
avoid extensive bombing orth - cities
and focus on separating the field ar-
mies, engineering defections from
the senior ranks, and creating pop-
ular insurrections. The idea would
be to quickly transform the image of
the war from being one between the
U.8. and Iraq to one amonyg the [ra-
qis to overthrow Mr. Hussein.

By keeping the war short and
avoiding excessive bombardment of
the civilian population in Irag, the
U.S. hopes to hold on 1o the uncom-
fortable Arab allies it has drugged in-
to the coalition. The Arab street
remains sullen but also silent. There
have been more anti-war demon-
strations in Western cities than in
Arab ones. Among the non-Arab
states in the region, Washington is
tying up the loose ends with Turkey
which would have a pivotal role in
the war. There is also speculation
about secret diplomacy between
Washington and Teheran. lran,
which has no love for Mr. Hussein
but is also daggers drawn with the
1.8, has proclaimed “active neutral-
ity” in the impending war. The 115,
appears to have persuaded a key
Shia Iragi opposition group. that is
based in Tran, to join the war effort
against Mr. Hussein.

As the world braces for the con-
frontation between Mr, Hussein and
Mr. Bush, the challenge for India is
to find ways to protect its larger in-
terests in lrag. The Government's
consultations with Russia this week
and the Western powers in the com-
ing days naturally involves a frank
discussion of both India’s stakes as
well as the kind of political and mii-
itary role New Delhi might play in
the Gulf in the coming weeks. That
also necessarily includes some hard
Indian thinking on the future of lrag
with or without Mr. Hussein.
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Delhi gears V|
.« up for Iraq

mmus Saddam

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Dec. 1: A shift in
India’s Irag policy is underway.
Despite the brave public front,
South Block has started gearing
up for a situation in which even
if a war in Iraq is not inevitable,
at Jeast achange in regime is.

National security adviser Br-
ajesh Mishra, who leaves for Wa-
shington next week, will discuss
wilth the Bush administration,
among other things, a post-Sadd-
am Hussein scenario in Baghdad
where Indian interests are not
jeopardlised.

Topping India’s agenda are
the contracts it has won in [rag’s
0il sector. Among them are the
agreements  signed  between
ONGC Videsh and (¥l Explo-
ration Company for exploration
of ablock in southern [rag and
to develop the Tuba oil field. If
Saddam goes and isreplaced by a
pro-US regime, India does not
want 10 be caught in a situation
in which ity interests are
harmed.

Mishra, who is scheduled to
have detailed discussions with
his American counterpart Con-
deleerzza Rice and other senior
US officials, will trv and find oul
what Washington is planning lor
Iraq. He will sensitise the Bugh
administration to Delhi's con-
cerns and see where India tits in
in the changes the US proposes
for the Gulf nation.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpavee had said last month
that India would not support any
shange of regime in lraq impo-
sed from outside. A few days ago,
foreign minister Yashwant Sin-
ha told Parliament that Delhi
“will not let down its friend Sad-

dam Hussein™. But both said
Saddam will have to follow the
UN Security Council resolution
in letter and spirit to avoid a war.
India‘s stakes in Irag and in
the neighbouring Gulf region
are high. It has over 10.5 millior
citizens in the area and earn:
about $6 million from the remit
tance they send back home every
year. More important, the regio
is India’s main source of energy
A repeat of Oberation Descr
Storm will adversely affect thi
source of energy and could forc:
0il prices to soar. This. in turn
will trigger prices of other es
sential items to shool up. Predic
tably, it will hurt the Indian econ
omy and may not allow it to ach
ieve the 5 per cent growth rate it
aspires to reach. [t will also dis-
rupt the lives of the Indian dias-
pora in the area and Delhi may
have te make urgent arrange-
ments to bring them back home.
Bui these losses are short-te-
rim. South Block mandarins are
busy assessing what India stan-

|

dsto gain in the long run. *While |

our foreign policy is principled.
it must not ighore national inter-
est,” an official in the foreign mi-
nistry said, arguing that Delhi
must take note of ground reality.

Although a war in Iraq has
been stalled for the time being.
no one can say for sure whether
it has been totally avoided. Even
if Saddam agrees to comply with
the UN resolution and coeperat-
es with the arms inspectors, the-
re is no guarantee he will be able
to save his chair, India believes
that sooner or later, he will have
to go. 8o, it is prudent for Delhito
be prepared for a scenario in wh-
ich a new regime is inspdlled in
Raghdad by the US.
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“India, U.S. and the Gulf war

‘\z\_p/ 1‘ By C. Raja Mohan ?/& “M

NEW DELHI, NOV. 24, The Prime Minister, At
Behari Vajpayee’s remarks last week on Ira
have sct off an intense speculation among
. the diplomatic community here on India’s
approach (o the current American confron-
tation with Baghdad.

Mr. Vajpayee's comment that others
should not impose their will on the Iragi
people seemed designed 1o please Saddam
fiussein when one of his special envays was
i town. Many medid reports also described
it as a direct shub te the Bush
Administration.

The Foreign Office scrambled to put out
the word that there was no shift in India’s
position and Mr. Vajpayee’s remarks were
reported neither accurately nor fully.

It pointed to Mr. Vajpayee’s demands
that Iraq should fully comply with the Unit-
ed Nations resolutions and give up weap-
ons of mass destruction, and when the
international community satisfies itself that
[raq is in full compliance the sanctions
must be lifted.

In its carefully articulated position on
Iraq, the Foreign Office is silent on the pros-
pect for a “regime change” in Baghdad. Nor
is there any criticism of Washington, which
i is widely believed to be determined to oust
" the Government of Saddam Hussein.

i EEL]

Unlike leaders elsewhere in the democratic
| world, Mr. Vajpayee does not usually ex-
- pound [ndia’s fereign policy challenges ina
| comprehensive manner, say in formal
' speeches,

] Instead, brief remarks by him on public
| occasions tend to get all the attention, Ob-
" servers of Indian diplomacy arc left won-
| dering if the few words from Mr. Vajpayee
' constitute the essence of policy.
More immediaiely, to prevent further
misunderstanding on the Gulf, New Delhi

{\and Washington need to initiate a substan-
tive political consultation.

Issues relating to Irag war came up dur-
ing Mr. Vajpayee’s visit to Washington in
September; but much has happened since
then. The United Nations Security Council
has unanimously endorsed the American
demands on Iraq, and Baghdad has prom-
ised to comply. Meanwhile the Bush Ad-
ministration is stepping up ils preparations
for a war against Iraq.

While the cat and mouse game between

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK

the U.N. inspectors and Baghdad will un-
fold in the next few weeks, neither the
threat of a war nor the likelihood of a re-
gime change in Iraqg has in any way lcssen-
ed. The UJ.8,, focused so far on the UN.
vote, is reaching out to other key nations in
search of political and military support.
*kk

One political hint from Mr. Vajpayec might
be that despite the low key nature of its
stand, [ndia’s expansive interests in Bagh-
dad and its abiding friendship with its peo-
ple cannot be overlooked by the
international community,

Mr. Vajpayee's remarks came amidst
speculation that the Bush Administration
has agreed to respect the Russian interests
in Iraq in a future political set-up in Bagh-
dad. Irag owes Russia $ 8 billions; Moscow
has lucrative contracts o rehabilitate the
Traqi oi} fields, including the West Qurna,
which has one of the world's richest depos-
its. It is also eycing two other important
fields Majnoon and Nahr Umar. Russian oil
companics also control nearly a third of Ira-
qi oil exports,

It has been known that Washington had
‘privately assured Moscow on protecting
Russian strategic investment in an lIrag

without Saddain Hussein. The U.S. Presi-
dent, George Bush, has now gone public. In
a recent interview to a TV station in Russia,
Mr. Bush said, “we fully realise that Russia
has economic interests in Iraq... of course,
these interests will be taken into account.”

India too has a similar stake in Irag —
developing its oil fields, recovering old
debts and gaining a share in the massive
reconstruction of an Iraq free from sanc-
tions. The protection of these interests
should inevitably figure in the impending
Indo-1.5. talks on Iraq.

kX
One can only hope that in formulating the
policy on Irag, Mr. Vajpayee is being well
served by the civilian and military intelli-
gence agencies. Last time arcund, on Af-
ghanistan, the agencies were wide of the
mark.

Rewind to early November 2001, less
than a month after the American bombing
of Afghanistan started. Basing themselves
on official assessments, both Mr. Vajpayee
and the Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, went public with their criticism of
the American military strategy.

But within days ot Indian leaders talking
down to the Bush Administration, the
Northern Alliance captured Mazar-e-Sharif
and a few days later walked into Kabul. This
time Mr. Vajpayee should insist that the
agencies produce different scenarios for
Iraq and have them scrutinised by others.
Otherwise India’s posturing on Iraq could
look pretty silly a few weeks down the road.

It is also time for Mr. Vajpayee to figure
out the most likely outcome of the current
crisis in the Gulf. The Foreign Otfice is good
at hedging bets.

That is valuable at times, but not good
enough when a war is at hand. When the
end game begins, it is Mr. Vajpayee who
will have to pick, in advance, the winner of
the next Gulf War.

15 NGOV ™



Irag-friendly
PM takes a

USA'

dig at

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHE Nov, 19, —- The Prime
Minister chose an unusuaj forum o
urge the USA 1o exercise restraint

V‘;x? ( e q/g\u

He said: ~If terrorism. of any form. any
colour.. wants t impose itself on any-
one. itwon't be allowed 1o sueceed.”
Mr Vajpavee was articulating India's
stand on the issue, New Delhi has con-

against frag. No power
should enforee s will on
any country. Mr Atai Be-
hari Vagpayee said while
addressing a gathering at
his residence on the oc-
casion of Guru Nanak's
birth anniversary,
Probably his first pub-
lic  utterance  apainst
American bhelligerence
towards Trag. Mr Vaj-
payee said sl issucs re-
lating 10 Iragq should be
sorted out under the
auspices of the United

An inside call

LONDON, Nov. 9, —
West must prevail upon
Pakistan 1o close terrorist
camps in Kashmir failing
which theyil adopt double
standayds, a British leader
has said. “The West nceds
1o tefi Pakistan that action
must be taken w close the
camps,” said Shirley Will-
fams, Liberal Democrats’
leader in the  Upper
House, — PTI

sistently advocuted UN'S
multilateral  approach,
maintaining  that  no
country should act uni-
laterally against another
sovereign country. It fas
also urged lrag o com-
ply with the UN resolu-
tions. Amang them s
UNSCR 134 passed
unanimously by the se-
curity council list week.
It allows inspectors to
monitor all of Irag's
weapons facilitics after a
four year hiatus,

Nations. “We hope no

maore war wkes plice in Iraq. All issucs
should be sorted out through talks un-
der the auspices of the United Nations,
No one should wry to enforee its will on
others,” He dikened the preseit situ-
ton with Gure Nunah's travels, that
had taken him to Baghdad in the 15th
century in search of peace.

On nuclear capabilities that rag s
accused ol harbouting, Mr Vupayee
saicd i Baghdad had “such weapons
which endangered humanity, it (Irag)
showld give them up on its own™

[n a statement directed at Washing-
ton, he said everyone should under-
stand that “people of all nations hine
right 10 rule themsehves and choose
their leaders. No couniry should try o
impose its will on aiy other country.”

THE STATESHAR

I Trag fully complies
with the resolutions. New Dethi has
sought removal ol the UN sanctions
imposed on it. The sanctions have erip-
pledthe cconomy of frag, which has the
world's second Targest oil toserves, and
Caased immense sulferme (o iis people.

India has criticised atemps
bly remove Mr Saddam Hussen, saying
it was the vight of Tragi citizens to
choose whom they wanied 1o rule them,

frag’s ambussador to Now Dethi, Mr
Sl AlMukbtr, s sought India's
SI0TC it vagagement in the moni-
g nrocess. He even wants fodiun
representatives in the team that'll -
speet Tragi weapons™ acititics. India,
not being a4 member of the UN Seeuri-
v Coungil. can't foist itselt on any such
e, foreign ministry officials said.

i loge-
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Delhi rejects spa

PRANAY SHARMA \

New Delhi, Nov. 16: India has
retused 1o be a party to the Inter-
national  Code  of  Conduct
against ballistic missile pro-
OTIIIMeS

Dethi sees the code as yet an-
otiher political document that
not only perpetuates the existing
U'('hnnlngy denial regimes but is
also likely (o 'meri'ere with the
pracetul use of India’s space pro
gramime. Consenting countries
will sign the corde at The Hague,
in ihe Netherlands, on Noven-
ber 23 and 26.

India has, however, made i
clear that despiie its differences
un the praposed code ol conduct
il will continue to behave as a
mature and responsible nation.

“While India cannot subse-
ribe 1o the ICOC, we remain pre-
disposedto work with like-mind:
ed countries towards a more in-
clusive, balanced and equitable
approach (o deal with the threat
pased by proliferation of ballis-
(e missiles,” foreign ministry
shokesperson Navied Sarna said.

Inclia’s position, he argued,
“witl in no way detract from its
resolve 1o pursue responsible

and co-operal m policies to carb
proliferation ol £ hdllistic missile
technology™

At the outsel, the initiative
seemed A fresh and serious at
tempt to prevenr clandestine
transfer ol missile and nuclear
technology I began withthe 39
members ot the Missile Technhol-
ogy Control Regime and was
later taken up by the Kuropean
Union. India is not a sighatory o
the MTCR. which it considers a
eehnology denial resime,

The MTCR comprises all the
recoghised nuclear puwers in
the world barring China -
and is exiremely veluctant to
give aceess to missile technology
1o those in the developing world.
What is worse, the so-called con
trol has proved (olally ineffee-
tive in checking clandestine
transfer of missile and nucleav
technolegy in Sourh Asia. there-
by affecting India's security en-
viromment.

espite the denial of aceess,
India has heen able to develop
not only its missile programme
but is also the only sisth geo-sta-
tionary power in the world
Which means it is among the lew
with the ability to launch thelir

™E TELEGRAPH

W\

uwn aatollm' dnd carry out a
space programme for peaceful
18es.

The clandestine transfer of

missile and technology hetween
{hina, Pakistan amdl North
Korea over the past many vears
has becen a major security threat
for India. In the wake of jresh
media reports in the West aboul

ce regl

C

possible secret missile and nu-
clear tfechnology transler be-
tween North Korea and Pake
istan, Delhi felt the eode of con-
duet would be effective in pre-
venting such transfers through |

“greater transparency and ii-
clusive multi-lateralism™. It also
participated in two meetings in
Paris and Madrid.

17 NV 2@



“India to oppose
new missile code

: W e
Statesman News Service%/ﬂ (? \ 5 vy w

NEW DELHIL Nov. 15§ — India will not be party &Q a new
international code of conduct (1COC) against ballistic mis-
sife proliferation. because, in its current formuiation, such
a regime did not accommodate its core concerns. Commit-
ted as it is to the non-proliferation of ballistic missiles and
1o export controls on such technologies, international ef-
forts like the 1COC (and MTCR) had proved to be ineffec-
tive in preventing acguisition or profiferation of nuclear
wedpons development and ballistic missites through clan-
destine transfers and linkages,

The most glaring recent example was the clandestine
transter of niissile technology by Pakistan to North Korea.

Also, "the final ICOC document refers to ballistic missile
development and space launch vehicles without a proper
distinction,” the external affairs ministry spokesman said,
adding “India cannot subscribe to it.”

“We find it difficult to accept an amalgamation of this na-
ture and the implied questioning of the right 1o peaceful
uses of space technology,” the spokesman said,

A conference to launch the ICOC is due towards the end
of this month, and will be at the level of senior technical of-
ficials and diplamats, The US, the European Unicn and
some other key countries are party 1o the code.

India’s position on the ICOC would, “in no way, detract
from its resolve to pursue responsible and cooperative pol-
icies to curb proliferation of ballistic missile technology”.

A STATESRAD
. 6 Nov 2
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ashwant Sinha has sig-

nalied a pertinent diversi-

fication of India’s foreign

policy focus since assum-

ing charge as the minister
for external affairs, Jaswant Singh’s
tenure in the foreign office, from end-
1998 tili this year, was characterized by
India’s concentration on relations
with the United States of America and
other timportant power centres of the
world allied to the US. This was neces-
sary because India had to deal with the
fallout of its nuclear weaponization
due to its heightened adversarial rela-
tionship with Pakistan, and due to the
terrorist attacks on the US on Septem-
ber 11, 2001. The Indian Parliament
and Jammu and Kashmir legislative
assembly being targeted by interna-
tional terrorist groups was an addi-
tional impulse for a closer interaction
with the major powers.

Sinha took charge when the critical
factors affecting India’s external rela-
tions had become rather static. It was
time to attend to India’s longer term in-
terests, and to restore the content and
credibility in India’s relations with its
immediate neighbours as well as with
the Arab countries, relations with
whom suffered some neglect. Sinha
completed a round of visits to practi-
cally all the countries of the South
Asian Association for Regional Coop-
eration early in August. He has visited
Afghanistan, the Maldives, Sri Lanka,
Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh. The
only country left out of the itinerary
was Pakistan for cbvious reasons.

The post-September 11 globai con-
text in which Sinha’s south Asian tour
took place must be noted. All the coun-
tries in the SAARC region are part of
the US campaign against international
terrorism in one form or the other. Se-
nior political and official figures from
the US have visited seuth Asian coun-
tries except the Maldives and Bhutan.
Pakistan and Bangladesh now have
agreements regarding the stationing
of forces with the US. The conse-
quence, though not openty acknowl-
edged, is a greater de fiacto involvement
of the US in the SAARC region.

hile all the countries in the
W SAARC region, including
India, welcomed this US in-
volvement as a positive development
in the campaign against international
terrorism and as a phenomenon which
might increase US economic coopera-
tion with all the countries of the area,
India’s other neighbours welcomed
this development for additional rea-
sons, namety, that the US's activist pos-
ture in south Asia would balance off
the political apprehensions and eco-
nomic or military threats they per-
ceive from India. The US presence is
also considered by these neighbours as
a terapering factor controlling the im-
plications of the nuclear weaponiza-

The author is former foreign
secretary of India

Diplomatic mitiatives
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tion of India and Pakistan.

Leaving aside the macro-level glob-
al context, aspects of the regional con-
text are of specific relevance to the
diplomatic initiative taken by Sinha.
There is reticence and resentment
against India shared by practically all
its neighbours which can be summed
up as follows. Because of its territorial
size, demographic, technological, mili-
tary and economic strengths, com-
pared to its neighbours, India has an
overweaning and assertive stance with
respect to all its neighbours. india has
a series of disputes — territorial, eco-
nomic and political — with all its
neighbours. India is not willing to
grant concessions or come to compro-
mises on these disputes.

India has a favourable balance of
trade with all its neighbours but is not
willing to take any steps in terms of
granting tariff and non-tariff conces-
sjons to remedy this imbatance in
favour of the small neighbours. De-
spite being a regional economic power,
it seems to have the additional ambi-
tion of being a completely domineer-
ing economic power. It takes its neigh-
bours for granted and does not take
any special measures to nurture rela-
tions with its neighbours in a manner
responsive to their needs and sensitivi-
ties. India is obhsessive in its apprehen-
sions about the smaller neighbours de-
veloping extra-regional equations
which in India’s cpinion may affect its
security.

The escalating stand-off between
India and Pakistan poses a serious
threat to regional stability and securi-
ty, These conceptual threat percep-
tions of India’s neighbours find ex-
pression on specifics in Tndia’s bilater-
al relations with them. Dispute on
Jammu and Kashmir with Pakistan
falls in a category by itself. Even other-
wise, India has territorial disputes
with Nepal (Kalapani issue), and with
Bhutan by implication.

India wants Bhutan to settle its bor-
der disputes with China in tandem
with the Sino-Indian boundary settle-
ment, with Bangladesh (border en-
claves still have to be exchanged and fi-
nally settled between the two coun-
tries, settlement of the rival claims on
New Moor islands still hangs fire),
with Sri Lanka {about free access for
Indian fisherman at Kachchativu Is-
land). India has not settled its mar-
itime boundary with Bangladesh and
Pakistan.

Then there are political and eco-
nomic issues. Bhutan and Nepal desire
India to take active interest in resolv-
ing their bilateral disputes about the
Nepalese expelled from Bhutan and
about terrorist activities inside their
territories originating from Indian dis-

gident groups. Bangladesh being a
base for anti-indian terrorist activi-
ties, the issue of illegal migration of
Rangladeshis, the treatinent of Hindu
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minority in Bangiadesh remain issues
on which there is a difference of opin-
ion between India and Bangladesh,
The SriLankan government continues
to seek India’s endorsement of the on-
going peace initiative with the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam, but more
important, Sri Lanka wishes India to
curb support for the I.TTE’s separatist
activities from Tamil Nadu.

In the economic sphere, India’s
neighbours wish India to give more
trade concessions to their exports to
redress the imbalance in trade which
they have with India. But at the same

Yashwant Sinha is reviving bilateral and multilateral cooperation in south Asia

misundersigndings and apprehen-
sions and to bring back India’s bilater-
al relations with these countries hack
on track. to the extent feasible. Sinha
assured the Nepalese authorities
about India's continuing help to over-
come the violenice and destabtiization
generated by Maoist dissidents in that
country.

He indicated that India would be
willing to discuss all other issues on
which there is a difference of opinion
with anopen mind and with a practical
problem-solving approach. Sinha nlsu
sought the assistance of Nepal in

)ﬂ?

time, theirs seems to be a one-sided ap-
proach in that they wish India to give
concessions but they are not willing to
take initiative on their own which will
help solve the problem. A case in point
is Bangladesh’s reluctance to export
natural gas to India purely on political
grounds despite the proposition being
logical and feasible from the econotnic
and technical points of view.

Then there are comprehensions on
the part of India ahout its neighbours
having too close a relationship with
Pakistan or China in the context of the
undercurrenis of India’s relations
with China and Pakistan. The relation-
ships of its neighbours with Pakistan
are a matter of particular concern be-
cause Pakistan's motives arenot just to
improve relations with these courntries
but to utilize these relations to gener-
ate negative pressures on India. Pervez
Musharraf’s visits to Nepal, Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka which preceded
Sinha’s visit are assessed by India
through the prism of this perception.

Given this critical background,
Sinha's visits to neighbouring coun-
tries in July and August were timely
initiatives to mend fences, to remove

‘ Sinha expressed
India’s willingness to have
substantive discussions on
pending issues with
Bangladesh ,

controlling Pakistan-sponsored torror
ism originating in Nepalese territery
and permeating the Indo-Nepalese
border.

In Bangladesh:, while giving similar
assurances. he made it clear that India
has no wish to Impose on Bangladesh
about export of natural gas from that
country, He gave the categorical assur-
ance that it is for Bangladesh to decide
on the issue. While India would wel-
come the supply of natural zas from
Bangladesh. it Bangladesh has reser-
vations, then India would resort to
other aptions respecting Rangladesh's
sensitivities. Sinha alse promiscd
further relaxation of import duties
on Bangladesh exports 1o Tndia. Mosl
significantly. he did not press the

domands which are of interest o
Indin regarding transit facilities or on
the issue of llegal imigration and so
tinrth.

is pxtending an invitation o
the  prime  mintster of
Bangladesh 1o visit India par-

tially cleared the impression that India
has reservations ahout the govern-
ment of Beeum Khaleda Zia. Here
again. he expressed India's willing-
ness 10 have substantive discussions
on pending issues with Bangladesh,
The visits to Sri Lanka. Bhutan and
Maldives did not involve dealing with
any major controversial issues. Here
Sinha’s line with these countries was
that indtiwould be supportive in meot-
ing the political and economic con-
corns of these countries to the maxi-
mum extent. tryving to transcend previ-
ous technical and narrower percep-
rions of the Indian govermment.

With his background of economic
diplomaey during his civil service
davs, and his political experience as
the finanee minister, Sinha seems tobe
animated by a certain approach (-
wards regional relations. This appears
1o be that in his view trained manpow-
er resources. the competitive labour
foree. the availability of raw materials,
matural resources and the large market
of the south Asian region sheuld at-
tract other countrivs of the world to
this region. An environment of polit-
cal stability and a proven capacity for
coordinated economic performance
within the region are pre-requisites
actiieve this. The emergence of demo-
cratie political svstems, the restructur-
ing of national econoinics in con-
formitny with global trends, and the
shared attitude of the people of south
Al move bevond contliet and nia-
rual antagonisms provide the neces-
sary basis for o coneerted effort by
sourh Aslan countries 1o meet the
above ohjeerive,

Inetia has a more complex and diffi-
cult role to play in this process. com-
pared 10 the other countries in the re-
it 1t has o reassure Us nelghbours

while being firm about. and safe-
aiarding Hs substantial political - se-
curity and econemic niterests. India's
predicament iz difficult because some
of Tts neighbours judvee its bonea fides
towards them on the sole eriterion of
whether it aceepts their suggestions in
rofo tor resolving preblems atfecting -

it relntion= with them,
l inberited attitudes and the com-
pulsion of realpletitik combine
to ereate n volatile atimosphere 1n
which all nations are seeking to fash-
ion reascnahle institutional mecha-
nisms or meeting their more funda-
mental aspirations. ndia, being the
lnreest polity in the reglon, has o take
alead in forging stable vegional equia-
fions. It 1= not unreasenable to specu-
Late that Sinha has initiated a process
of reviving both multilateral and bilat-
eral cooperation insouth Asin

he chemisiry of emotions and



‘Delhi dilemma: To go to Saarc or not

aky on who
o talk in Pak”;

SAUMITRA DASGUPTA

Phnom Penl, Nov. 4: India is
unable to decide on whether to
attend the Saarc summit-level
talks scheduled for January next
vear “because we don't know
with whom 1o talk in Pakistan
where no government exists as
of now”, foreign minister Yash-
want Sinha said todav.

Sinha said India was
prepared to attend Saarc sum-
mit-level talks even in Islam-
abad. but would not allow bilat-
eral issues between India and
Pakistan to cloud its delibera-
tions.

“Saare iz a multilateral
forum and should discuss multi-
lateral issues,” Sinha told a
group of journalists attending
the first Asean-India sunumit-
level talks that begin here tomor-
FOw,

Saarc and Asean are a study
in contrast: both regiona! fo-
rums were formed with the basic
objective of establishing closer
business and trade relatinns
among the member-countries.
While the 10-member Asean has
grown into a vibrant trading
hioe, the seven-member Saarc
has languishedd.

Sinha said Saarc had failed to
meet its basic objectives because
its agenda had been hijacked by
political issues.

“Saarc is limping and has
been unable to make the sort of
progress it should have made,”
he added.

Other regional trade
groupings like the FEuropean
Community, Asean and the
North American Free Trade
Association (Nafta) had succeed-
ed because they did not
deflect from the obiectives they

o

had set for themselves,

The foreign minister
said Pakistan had continued
to be obstructive — first by
tryving to use the forum to
raise bilateral issues and then
by refusing to extend preferen-
tial tariffs to lndian goods in
a negation of the spirit of
reciprocity

“Pakistan has used some pe-
culiar logic in providing some
preferential tariffs on goods that
[ndia does not export; so it's per-
fectly usecless and remains a
commitment onlv on paper,”
Sinha said.

He said India had been able
to cobble a free trade pact
with Sri Lanka and was now
working to forge one with
Bangladesh.

Yashwant Sinha
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Cabinet secretary Kamal Pande, Delhi Lt Governor Vijai Kapoor and army chief designate N.C. Vij see off Atal Bihari Vajpavee

at [ndira Gandhi International airpart, The Prime Minister left for Cambodia on Mondaxy. (21

Vajpayee replays parley term

OURSPECIAL

New Delhd, Nov, A doy alter
two Pukistan-spoisored terror
sty were Killed ina pre-cmptive
strike by Delhi police, Irime
Minisier Atal Bihavi Vajpavee
has ruled ont any 1alks with Pak
istan, asserting that iwould not
serve dny purpese as long as that
couniry fomenis teyrorisn.,
Responding o a question on
the prospect of resuming talks
with Pakistan and his attending
the January Saare summit in Is-
lamabad, the Prime Minister
said: "Till terrorist activities
continue, dialogue (with Pak-

istan) will have ne mesning.”

Speaking to newsmen at the
airport hefore enmlaning for a
five-day visit to Cambodia and
Laos, the Prime Mnister said
Delhi has already made its stand
very clearthal tilliermrist activ-
ities are stopped, any dialogue
with Pakistan would e mean-
ingless,

Asked 1o comment on the po-
titical erisis in Uttar Pradesh.
the Primoe Minister said he was
confident that the crisis wenld
he resalved soon.

The Prime Minister will ad-
dress the first-ever India-Asean
suminit in Cambodia tomorrow,
theusing on threats posed by ter-

5 Ny 1002

rorisin atid o greaier cconomnie
and trade ties. India wants 1o
give a major thrust to coopera-
tion with south-cast Asiaand the
Far-cast.

Vajpavee will also diseuss
with the 10-member  Asean.
prospects of a free trad» area 1o
further strengthen  relations
with the grouping, besides an
Asean imegration initiative,

Vaipayee, who visited Cam
bodia in April this vear. would
interact with Asean leaders tor a
comprehensive review of Indo
Asean strategic partnership.

In his departure statement,
Vajpayee said India and the
Asean countries had a long his-

tory ol cudturad, sociad and een
none interaeion,

WHE the recent expansion
of Aseanswe have an even eloses
geouwraphical  proximing The
upgradation of  our dialovae
with Asean to the sunmit eyvel
i< arecosnition ol politival, een
nontie and securite mter-link
ages whichywe have esiablisled
particularly over  the Tias
decade.” he sild.

Yajpavee was seen oft at e
airpart wdeputy Prime Minis
ter Lo Addvant, finance minis
ter Jaswant Singh, information
and broadensting minister Sush
mat sSwara) and several, other
Cahingt ministers,
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NDIA HAS a valid point when it

says Pakistan's obstructive ap-

proach to concrete action plans

on economic matters impairs
the utility of the South Asian Associ-
ation for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC). Or that the grouping would
have been an effective instrument for
cooperation in the region, had Isla-
mabad not dragged its feet on the
South Asian Preferential Trade Ar-
rangement (SAPTA) and on the next-
stage objective, a free trade area,
Frustration is inevitable in New Del-
hi, when it sees session after session
making little progress on this matter.
But could the fack of progress on any
issue — even a core subject such as
economic cooperation — be used to
justity India’s non-participation in its
summits? This is the meaning of the
stand taken by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee (in his address
to the Commanders' Conference) —
in the wake of indications by the offi-
cial spokesperson, linking India's at-
tendance to the next summit at
Islamabad to perceptible advance on
¢conomic cooperation.

It does not befit Pakistan to make a
grievance of the Indian line — afrer
having systemalically undermined
the functioning of SAARC. By now,
Pakistan has refined its logic in sup-
port of its decision, taken after due
deliberation, ot to go ahead with ec-
onomic ties with India — “cooper-
ation in this field is not possible
unless a conducive atimosphere is
created, after resolving the core issue
of Kashmir”, is the main argumnent. It
proclaims from the rooftops, as it
were, that there is no point warming
up on the economic front, unless po-
titical concerns are addressed.

Islamabad’s stand has meant a
freeze in SAARC's affairs. But has [n-
dia advanced the cause of cooper-
ation in South Asia by what is
perceived by others as a negative ap-
proach? Both these dimensions need
to be examined.

Pakistan does not mind cutting its
nosc to spite its face. For some
strange reason, it has convineced itself
that a close economic relationship
will work to India's advantage. What
better way to cause harm to India
than not having these ties? It does
not mind the loss of revenue, caused
by “informal trade”, a respectable

To swear by the philosophy of SAARC and yet

to be lukewarm to
meetings will

the idea of top-level
not help India. 4 k i

name for smuggling via Dubai and
other places. Over the vears, the rul-
ing establishment there, irrespective
of its composition and complexion,
has worked up public opinion so in-
lensely that it reacts sharply to evena
slight show of official moderation.
Some time ago, 4 senjor official in
tslamabad drew attention to a rou-
tine point that, under the WTQ re-
gime, Pakistan had to accord India
the most-favoured nation (MFN) sta-
tus. This led to a shrill chorus of pro-
tests, with shrieking headlines in
newspapers about u “sell-out”, and
an "unpardonabic departure” from a
cherished policy. The Urdu papers
translated the MEN in words which,
when retranslated into  English,
meant a plea to treal [ndia as a "high-
ly likeable country”. T'his was enough
to inflame the public sentiment and
the poor official was shunted ourt. His
only sin was to draw attention to the
stand and norms in international ec-
onomic dealings. it was forgotten
that India had already accorded MEN
status to Pakistan which had 1o reci-
procate under the mandatory dos
and don'ts of the WTQ.

However, it is India that attracts
the criticism of other member-coun-
tries: they make no secret of their dis-
approval of New Delhi's approach
and this, in turn, helps Pakistan
claim them as its supporters, Then
there is the growing unease over the
manner in which SAARC became a
hostage to India-Pakistan  antag-
onism. That fecling is not without ba-
sis, as would be evident from the
procecdings of the summits and of
the meetings at lower levels. The
controversies on the scope of the
SAARC could also be aseribed to this
factor. On the trade issue, it was Pa-
kistan’s intransigence that was re-
sponsible, as already mentioned, for
the association’s failure to make any
headway towards SAPTA, what (o say
of the goal of the free trade arrange-
ment. Yer, that is not the perception
of others. On the contrary, India is
blamed for its negativism.The impa-
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tience with the slow advance of the
SAARC helps Pukistan gain the sym-
pathy of others for its plea’ for
amending the Charter's provision
which bars discussion of bilateral
and conrentious issues. It is a whole-
some stipulation, meant to ensure
that the association does not get
bogged in wrangles over bilateral
problems, of which there was no
dearth. Here again New Dethi’s stand
is not appreciated. Had that not been
the case, Pakistan’s plea thar the
Charter be expanded to include se-
curity matters and o give the associ-
ation a role to sort out bilateral issues
would not have found sympathy. The
1998 nuclear tests by India and Pa-
kistan deepened the sense of insecu-
rity among others countries of the
region, leading to demands that the
SAARC be required to take cogni-
sance of the changed situation. Pa-
kistan backed their stand, among
other factars, to embarrass India. Did
New Delhi put up a coherent re-
sponse? Cases such as this add to the
misperception about India.

India, as is often noted, has land or
maritime borders with one or the
ather member-country while none of
them has this commonality. The bor-
der is, generally, a source of trouble
and acrimony. The geography has
placed Indja in an unenviable posi-
tion and, in the process, gives it a had
image. This calls for extra efforts by
New Delhi to courrect any mispercep-
tion, India’s neighbourhood policy is
marked by a strong imbalance — ob-
session with Pakistan and lack of ad-
equate attention to others in the
region. This produces sharp reac-
tions and causes annoyance, adding
to India's handicap, caused by phys-
ical asymmetry.

This situation called for extra care
by India to ensure that unnecessary
misgivings are not caused — of
course withowt any deviation from
principles. In practice, Mew Delhi's
action served to stretfgthen the sus-
picions of otheps giving Pakistan an
Upper[uni}; 0 exploit the situation.

Some three vears ago, India chose
not to take part in the summit which,
as it turned out, was scheduied to be
held some two months after the mil-
Hary coup In Pakisian. Fair enough.
But was there a justification in pro-
longing the boycot to two years?

Now again, New Dethi does not
seem in a mood toc lake part in the
next summit to be held in Islamabad.
Two reasons are adduced - — one offi-
cially, the other unofticially. The offi-
cial reason, as already mentioned,
arises out of Pakistan's persistent
prevarication on specific nmeasures
for economic cooperation. The other
factor — uncertainty about the polit-
ical sitwation in Pakisian, where it
has not been possible to form a
“democratic”  Government  three
weeks after the election.

In case India has developed reser-
vations about the efficacy or the util-
ity of SAARC, let it be stated
explicitly. Let the focus shift to dee-
pening and expanding relationship
in the neighbourhood on a bitateral
basis or to growth triangles and
quadrangles. If not, care needs to be
taken to see that penmanent damage
is not done to the institution because
of momentary pigque or a crisis al a
particular poinz of time, The problem
now has arisen because Pakisian is to
host the summit at a time when its
relationship with India is far from
normal. As is known, New Delhi s
not prepared to talk (o Pakistan un-
less it acts on its assurances 1o lake
effective steps to put an end to infil-
tration of terrorists. India has resist-
ed exhortations from other countries
to resume dialogue until this require-
ment is tulfilled. Obviously, New Del-
hi feels Mr. Vajpayee's sty in
Islamahad would become an ocea-
sion for stepped-up pressures from
the world community. Assuming that
there is merit in India's reluctance,
the carrect course will be 1o suggest
new dates for the summit. To swear
by the philosophy of SAARC and vet
to be lukewarm to the idea of top-
level meetings will not help lndia. It
would add to suspicions in the
neighbourhvod — at a time when
New Delhi has to reckon with chal-
lenges in jts bilateral dealings with
the countries in the region, other
than Pakistan,
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External Affairs minister Yashwant Sinha on Pakistan, the war against'terror and relations with the US

Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi

It may not seem that long, but Yash-
want Sinha has just completed hun-
dred days in South Bilock. In his first
interview on the eve of completion of
three years by the NDA government,
Sinha says Pakistan needs fo be disci-
plined if the global war against ter-
rorism is to be won. Excerpt:

You have just campleted a hundred
days in the foreign office. How was it?
There are three elements of diplo-
macy that I want to take forward.
There is the ethnic element of diplo-
macy. economic element and the dem-
ocratic element. Democratic content
of our relationships has io be brought
forth. Whenever possible there have
been exchanges between parliaments.
It does make a difference vis-a-vis Pak-
istan. We also have to make use of the
emerging political clout of the NRIs
and the Persons of Indian QOrigin. We
are working on a ‘Pravasi Bhartiya Di-
vas’ in Januarv. The clout of Indian
professionals abread will be an impor-
tant input in our foreign policy.

What is your impression of the image of
india based on your discussions with
world leaders?

The (recent) international confer-
ences in New York, Copenhagen, and
Johannesburg allowed me to meet
many Foreign Ministers. One of the
advantages we have is that Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpavee is
recognised as a statesman. I saw it
during his meetings with President
Bush and Prime Minister Blair. Then
there is India’s economic¢ strength,
which is clearly an asset.

Now, we talk of a two-way iraffic
even for investment proposals. Times
have changed. Also, the strategic im-

portance of India has been realised.
You have to listen to what India savs.
India cannot be taken lightly India's
image has undergone a change, and for
the better.

Cross-border terrerism remains one of
the higgest challenges. All that you are
left with are the empty promises by
General Musharraf which were never
fulfilled. Aren’t you worried?

We didn’t ask the glebal community
for a promise, We didn’t appeal to the
Americans to get us a promise. It was
Richard Armitage who conveyed Gen-
eral Musharraf’s promise. Cross-bor-
der terrorism is still continuing. If
Musharraf has gone back on his prom-
ises, then the international communi-
ty should take note of it. They should
deal with him as he made a promise to
them. We are in dialogue with them. To
the extent they can discipline Mushar-
raf is fine, the rest is our problem and
we will deal with him.

How do you plan to deal with him?

We do have a strategy to deal with
terrorism and things are under con-
trel. If Pakistan was allowed to have
its way. things would have been much
worse. We dealt with Pakistan-sup-
ported tferrorism in Punjab and we
won. We had a suceessful Jammu and
Kashmir election. Clearly, India is
winning the war against terrorism.

But there’s a view that Indian diplomacy
has nat worked well against Pakistan.

I would sav India has an upper
hand today, on the ground and in the
diplomatic arena. You think of any
one — Japan, EUJ, G-8. In the last few
months you see the statements com-
ing from them that have held Pakistan
responsible for prometing cross-bor-
der terrorism. Therefore the achieve-
ments of Indian dipicmacy should not

Times have n:mzmg
Also, the strategic
importance of India has
been realised. You have to

listen to what India says, India

cannot be taken lightly. Its
image has undergone a
change, and for the better.
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be minimised. In the past, the West-
ern powers tended to tilt towards Pak-
istan; the tilt has pone.

But what about double standards
adopted by these countries? For in-
stance, in the case of clandestine Pak-
istani nuclear support to North Korea,
the US Secretary of State Calin Powell
almost gave a clean chif to Pakistan,

We have to be pragmatic, We make
our judgements, they make theirs.
The hasic principle is that we will do
things in our national interest and
they will in theirs. We cannot expect
them to do things that are not in their
national interest, As long as we re-
alise this basic principle we will not
be under any illusion.

An impression is gaining ground that
the decision to withdraw our forces
from the border and de-escalate was
taken under pressure.

Somewhere deep down we have this

misconception that we do things un-
der orders from someone. The simple
fact that we are capable of taking our
own decision is not recognised. This
decision was taken entirely by the
sovernment.

Of course. the whole world has
been telling us to de-escalate since
Agra, but there is no question of India
acting under pressure. It's not a ques-
tion of this Government or that Gov-
ernment, it's about national prestige.

By saving we have acted under
pressure. we are diminishing our na-
tional prestige. Why say we have act-
ed under pressure from the US, why
not Japan or Austria?

Are we contemplating any more de-es-
calatory steps such as restoring trans-
port links between India and Pakistan
and restoring full diplomatic status?

That will be as and when the situa-
tion arises. It will not be fair for me to
comrnent on it at this stage.

If Pakistan was aflowed to have
its way, things would have
been much worse. We dealt
with Pakistan-supported
terrorism in Punjab... We had a
successful J&K election.
Clearly, India is winning

the war against terrorism

On Indo-US ties, where do you think
they are headed?

We are frying to build on our com-
monality We are trying to give a new
dimension to our relationship. It has
several components.

Military to military co-operation,
there is co-operation in civilian nu-
clear technology, and even in areas
like dual use technology we are set
tling our differences, There is a grow-
ing economic component of the rela-
tionship.

Our views converge on interna-
tional issues and I see the building
of a strategic relationship with the
US. This is the direction both Prime
Minister Ata! Bihari Vajpayee and
the US President, George W Bush are
working in.

Moving to Afghanistan, are you con-
cerned at the resurgence of the pro-Tal-
iban elements in Afghanistan?

We are not present in Afghanistan
militarily, others are. They have to
keep the dangers in mind. We have
shared our information with them.
There is a real danger of pro-Taliban
elements trying to come hack to pow-
er and these concerns have tc be met
effectively

Do you think that steps being taken at
the global level address India’s con-
cerns on terrarism?

Unfortunately, at the international
level, countries which are directiyv af:
fected by terrorism are on one side
and on the other are those who are not
affected. They don't realise that it is
just a question of tinte before it catch-
es up with them.

When did we suggest a Comprehen-
sive Convention on terrorism? It was
in 1997, four vears before September
11. The convention is still being dis-
cussed at the United Nations. We'll
have to work together to strengthen
the fight against terrorism, setting
aside all differences.

Can they really fight terrorism with
Pakistan as an ally?

Our view is that countries like Pak-
tstan need to be disciplined, (other-
wise) the war against terrorism will
be incomplete.

The world may not realise it today.
but it will tomorrow.

Incidents like Gujarat have lowered
India’s image abroad. Bon't you feel
that the statements made by some
people dilute India’s diplomatic war
against religious fundamentalism
and terrorism?

Every interlocutor who comes
here has to realise that India is a
democracy. Why only Sangh parivar,
lots of people are saving a lot of
things. What matters is the attitude.
and policies of the government and
national consensus,

People who get worried zbout such
statements suffer from amnesia. They
forget the fact that india is a demoe-
racy with freedom of expression. If
such a thing would have happened in
their own country. they wouldn't have
heen worried.
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By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, OCT. 25. A close watch is being
maintiined on developments relating to
the clandestine  acguisition of nuclear
weapons iechmnology by North Korea alleg-
edly througi its close des with Pakistan,

Olticial sources tohd this correspondent
that India was looking at the statements
emanating from Washington, Tokyo and
Scoul before deciding whether or not it
should intervene in the whole affair. [t was
stifl not clear what the United States pro-
posed to do with North Korea and whether
it would introduce Vakistan into the equa-
tion, the sources added,

“This time, the fissile material was highly
enviched uranium which the U5, suspects
is being produced with gas centrifuge tech-
nology provided by Pakistan,” a commen-
wary in the International Herald Tribune
sakd on Thursday.

While the .50 attitude toward, Pakistan
bits into its overall "soll approach” w 1sla-
mabad and Gen. Pervez Musharraf after
sepiember 11, what it does with North Ke-

‘red remains 10 be seen. Here, observers are
i Y r . .
positing North Kotea against Iraq given the

fuct that both countries are part of the “uxis
of evil”. From the Indian standpoint, the

©concern iy obviously Pakistan.

Adter the Ghaurd missile test in April 1998,

" the US, under the then President, Bill Clin-
" ton, imposed sanctions against Abdul Qa-
“deer

Khan’s KRL outtit and the

Korean Changgwang Sinvony Corporation
on Mav 1. 1998, In 1999, an American press
repotl, guating a U.S. Department of Foer-
gy report, estimated that North korea was
al least six vears away from the production
of highlv-enriched uranium. However, the
report claimed that with significant tech-
nical support from other countries such as
Pakistun, the ime-frame could be de-
creased by several vears, As [ar as North
Korea is concerned, it is said to have offered
a “non-aggression treaty” with the U, as
Washington explored ways and means to
deal with the North Korean nuclear weap-
ons programme.

“The DPRK (Nemaocratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korew considers that it is a reasonable
and realistic solution to the nuclear issue to
conclude a non-aggression trenty between
the DPREK and the US i the grave situation
of the Korean peninsula is to be bridged
aver,” the North Korean news agency,
KCNA, veporied today.

Given the fact that the proliferation of

weapons of mass destruction is one of the
lop congerns ol the (1.5, globally and in re-
lation to lrag, world capitals are watching
whether Washington will use the carrot or
the big stick with Pyvongyvang.

Writing in The Washington Post of Oclo-
ber 24, commeniator Tim loagland said:
“The discovery that North Korea has been
secrelly enriching uranium for the nuclear
wedpons programime it promised to freeze

North i

/u/'l'L'JSH demonsirates the dangers of put-

India adopts wait-and-watch
policy on North Korea '

igtC
ting faith in a confirmed and practicdd liar,
So doees the news that Pakistan provided the
nuclear technelogy and. perhaps, uranium
1o King Jong il's regime

“Pakistan's role as a clandestine supplies
shatiers the Bush adininisiration’s efforrs to
paint that country as a flawed but well-
meaning member of the coalition against
terror. Pakistan today s the most danger-
ous place v Farth, in farge part because
the administration does not understand the
forces it is dealing with there and has no
policy to contain them,” Mr. Hoagland
wrote,

“Perves Musharral's Pakistan is a base
from which nuclear technology, fundamen-
talist terrorism and life-destroying heroin
are spread around the globe. American and
French citizens and Christians of any na-
tionality, induding Pakistanis, are indis
criminarely slaughtered by fanatics as the
occasion arises. This nuclear-armed coun-
try is i part ungoverned, in part ungovern-
able,” he said.

“The past provides no reason to hope
that Musharrat is (elling the wuth about nol
helping Northy Korea now, either. He has
paid no price for lying to (the U5, Secretary
of State) Colin Powell about ending terror-
ism in Kashmir o1 about cooperating fully
in crushing the Al-Qaeda. The unly conse-
quences for duplicity have been rewards
and protection. Why in the world would he
suddenly change an approach that is work-
ing on every level for him.”
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By Our Diplomatic

"]\ 0 Correspondent HO M
NEW| DELHI, 0CT.16. Navtej Sarna,
a 1980 Indian Foreign Service
i (IFS} officer, took over as Joint
Secretary (External Publicity)
| from Nirupama Rao today, Mrs.
Rao, who has moved to the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry as Addi-

! tional Secretary

THT by

New MEA spokesman

{Administration) on promotion,
handled the job of spokesper-
son at a delicate stage in India’s
foreign relations. Mr. Sarna,
whose last posting was Minister
(Press} in the Indian Embassy in
Washington, has worked in var-
ious diplomatic capacities in
Tehran, Thimpu, Warsaw, Mos-
cow and at the Permanent Mis-
sion of India to the U.N.
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India, EU jostle
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By Dina Vakil
Times NEws NETWORK

Copenhagen: Differences between India and the Euro-
pean Union on Kashmir set off’ a frisson on Thursday at
the conclusion of the third India-EU summit here, even
as the two sides professed satisfaction with their deter-
mination to expand and deepen the political. trade and
economic dialogue.

The variance in positions between the two sides
furned on the EU's reluctance to include mention of
Pakistan's role in pursuing cross-border terrorism in
the joint statement, which India had sought. Instead, the
15-member group urged India to resume direct talks
with its neighbour and called for the de-escalation of
tensions in Kashmir and for a dialogue that would in-
clude “all stakeholders™ in the state,

Kashmi
P> “‘L

The EU position, spelt out in unusually sharp enor by |
the Prime Minister of Denmark. Anders Fogh Ras-
mussen. against the backdrop of Thursday's election re-
turns inJammu & Kashimir caught the Indian delegation
oft-guard. Foreign minister Yashwant Sinha even called
an impromprtu press meet to brief Indian journalists ac-
companying the Pritne Minister on the contentious be-
hind-the-scenes discussions on the Kashmir issue.

Referring to an interview to this paper by European
Commissioner for External Relations Chris Patten., in ¢
which the feisty former governor of Hong Kong had wrged
India to jettison the narrow “prism of Pakistan™ in favour
of awider world-view “like that of China™, Mr Sinha said
that he had conveved the view that the EU itself should
not look at the world through Pakistan's prism.

b

® Pak poll fails to enthuse voters, Page 14
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% \4 By Amit Baruah

NICOSIA (CYRRUS), OCT. 7. Success can throw
up new challenges. That's exactly what has
happened after the credible conduct of
elections to the Jammu and Kashmir State
Assembly. As the Prime Minister, A.B. Vaj-
payee, arrived in Nicosia for a week-long,
three-country tour, Kashmir will be a top
priority when he sits down for the India-
European Union Summit on October 10 in
Copenhagen and a week-end meeting with
the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair.

By all accounts, there has been a cred-
ible, free and fair election in Kashinir. The
U.8. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, said in
New Delhi not so long ago that a credible
election in Kashmir could be a first step in
redressing the grievances of the people of
Kashmir.

The first step has been taken by India.
Now, the challenge for Mr. Vajpayee and his
foreign policy team is to ensure that they
“sell” the elections to the international
community in a perspective that leads to
maximum gains for India. The second step
for the international community will be the
elections in Pakistan and the formation of
an “elected” Government in Islamabad. For
its part, india has openly questioned the
democratic character of these elections —
but that possibly has more to do with the
Pakistani President, Pervez Musharraf, call-

< . —_ —_ -

led international community puts greater
pressure on Pakistan to see reason and end
the dispatch of “jehadi terrorists” into
Kashmir and other parts of India. New Del-
hi must make the best use of the fact that a
far more representative Goverrument, than
what came about through the last polls in
1996, will take power in Srinagar. Whatever
the character of the Government, there will
be an effective Opposition to raise uncom-
fortable questions for those who wield pow-
er.

Mr. Vajpayee must tell the Danish Presi-
dency of the European Union, the Danish
Prime Minister, Andres Rasmussen, and the
European Commission President, Romano
Prodi, that the elections are a sign of Kash-
miri participation in the political process.
The same message must go out to Tony
Blair.

From here on, the Prime Minister can
make one of two choices — or even com-
bine the two — the Kashmir elections can
lead 1o a dialogue with Pakistan or India
can seriously address the issues of autono-
my and political rights of the Kashmiris
within the Indian Union.

Twelve years after militancy began in
Kashmir, India has a new chance to tum
things around. Whatever the issues India
has with the international community over
Pakistan, the fact remains that America and
the West played a crucial role in “soften-
ing” up the separatist elements. The West
does sec the elections as a positive
development.

Now, how does India take the process

e e e g

_~« Kashmir will top PM’s
el N " talks during 3-nation tour

forward? If the jehadis are allowed to play
around by Pakistan, the new Government
in Srinagar will be a definite target. That's
the challenge for Mr. Vajpayee and his Gov-
ernment, which often tends to pull in differ-
ent directions as far as Kashmir and
Pakistan are concerned.

The lack of consistency in dealing with
Pakistan is likely to continue. As one com-
mentator put it in a different context re-
cently, it’s important to see what India does
rather than what it says,

India, which will surely press its case
with the Furopean and British leadership
on the question of Pakistan and its support
for cross-border terrorism, must tell its in-
terlecutors that it will move ahead on Kash-
mir with or without Pakistan.

As it tackles the terrorists on the ground,
India must tell the world that it will talk to
the elected leadership in Srinagar on restor-
ing the rights of the Kashmitn people
through a credible and serious process.
Other players may also find a place.

Dialogue for the sake of dialogue or to
reassure the international cornmunity that
tensions are down will not yield much. In-
dia’s concerns about Pakistan and its sup-
port for terrorism remain valid, In such an
cnvironment, commencing a dialogue on
issues other than terrorism could prove
problematic.

But, Mr. Vajpayee and India have a
chance to hring the international commu-
nity around provided they address the
Kashmir issue internally. Will the Govern-
ment put its political act together o do so?



“Delhi focus
on Kashmiy
devolution
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BHARAT BHUSHAN

Nicosia {Cyprus), Dct. 7: Now
that the elections in Jammu and
Kaghmir are virtually over,
India will tell the world they rep-
rgsent a credible expression of
the people’s will and the inferna-
tional community should accept
that.

. That the people of Jammu
and Kashmir have rejected vig-
lence and shown their faith in
democracy is going to be the key
message that Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Yajpayee to the Eu-
ropean leaders he would meet
during his week-long sojourn to
Cyprus, Denmark and Britain.

- A senior official source said
that once the internal situation
in Jammu and Kashmir stabilis-
es, Irelhi would begin a serious
dialogue on devolution of pow-
ers with the newly elected siate
government, He said that if
things go well, an attempt would
be made to settle the devolution
issue by May next year.

. The elections in Pakistan. the
afficial said, had already been
fixed. They could not, therefore,
be compared with those held in
Jammu and Kashmir.

. Setting the tone for his mes-
sage to the international com-
munity, Vajpayee told ar NRI
gathering in the Cypriot capital
that there was no question of
India giving up Kashmir, “Such
a guestion does not arise be-
cause Kashmir is linked to our
very existence {as a secular na-
tion). And, in this, we have the
consent of the people of Kash-
mir. No force has been used,” ke
said.

Those who thought that India
would get tived and would give
up Kashmir had been given a fit-
ting reply by the people through
the Assembly elections, Vaipay-
et added, :

The Prime Minister said
[ndia had taken the “wishes of
the Kashmiri people™ into ac-
count through the elections.
“But ask General Musharraf
whose wishes were involved in
his becoming President? He did
not ask anyone before anointing
himself,” Vajpayee said.

Pakistan, he said is not a
democratic country and has no
respect for democracy I used o
be the leader of the Opposition
hut today Lam the Prime Minis-
ter. In Paksitan, the leader of the
Opposition is in exile. Neither
Benazir Bhutte nor Nawaz
Sharif can participate in elec-
tions despite wanting fo do so.
The world has not seen such a

Vajpayee in Cyprus. (AFP)

dictatorship, This cannot last
long,” Vajpayee said.

The official source said that
no clear answer could be expect-
ed on any timetable for the with-
drawal of the Indian armed
forces from the border as “all op-
fions were open” even now. He
ruled out any taitks with General
Pervez Musharraf - unless the
international community came
down heavily on Pakistan.

“We have always said that if
Pakistan ends cross-border ter-
rorism, we will offer it adialogue
on all issues including Kash-
mir,” the official said.

However, he added that the
maovement on one issue should
not be allowed to affect the
Progress on others.

The Prime Minister, who ar-
rived here this afternoon, is ex-
pected to hold discussions with
President Glafcos Clerides to-
morrow, Five agreements are
likely to be signed. concerning
co-ppevation in  information .
technology and services, public
health and medical sciences, sci-
ence and technology, posts and
telecom and revival of culiural
exchange,

Vajpayee is the first Indian
Prime Minister to visit Cyprus
after indira Gandhi who visited
the island in 1983,

Vajpayee's visit comes at a
crucial juncture in the history of
Cyprus when it is engaged in di-
rect talks with the so-called
Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus (which India does not
vecognise) and when it is poised
to join the Burcpean Union.
Cyprus has supporied India
fully in condemning térrorism
and cross-border terrorism.

e

-

Thg:- -

B

L



e A WELL LLIG

WS IDAT 1IN R ey e metet ot ye

India may not oppose action

it b

against lraq

o
Tives News NETwork %L

New Delhi: India is unlikely to oppose
“armed action against {raq” " the use of
force is mandated by the United Nations.

Though the earlier Indian position was
that it had “consistently opposed armed ac-
fion against fraq as it is counter-productive
and only serves to aggravate the sufferings of
the Iraqi people,” India is unlikely to reiter-
afe this position if the UN authorises use of
force.

Acceptance of the changed sitnation has
been made easier by the US decision to put
the issue of a regime change on the back-
burner.

Though the detalils of the UN resolution—
whether it would be two part as suggested by
French President Jacques Chirac—and on
the timeframe set for enfarcement was stij}
being debaied, official sources said the gov-
ernment was already making contingency
plans.

Explaining that the earlier opposition to
the use of armed action was to the use of
“unilateral force by the US”, the official
saurces pointed out that any indian opposi-
fion at this stage mattered little since the is-
site was hefore the UN.

India ts not only outside the scope of the
debate, which is centred on the permanent
members of the Security Council with some
engagement with some Western and Arab
countries, it sees little {¢ be gained in airing
any opposition to a fait accompli. Therefore,

a('

ke /d by UN

dasplte Indian scept m about the “evi-
dence” provided by the US and the UK, it was
undikely to take any public posture during
the ongoing debate, the sources said.

A pointer 1o this change was the deft jug-
gling exhibited in the Prime Minister's re-
cent statement during a press conference in
New York where he spoke of India’s “histori-
cal relationship with Iraq” but expressed un-
derstanding of “the international communi-
ty’s desire to see the relevant UN resolufions
on weapons of mass destruction complied
with fully™.

Absent from the response was any mention
of India’s oppesition 1o the use of armed
force. The official sources said the govern-
ment had now begun calculating the immedi-
ate and long-term costs of a possible invasion.

The main issues confronting the govern-
ment at this stage is the possibility of an in-
crease in the oil import bill and a temporary
disruption of supplies. In the longer run,
trade with Irag is likely to cease completely
in the evenmality of a strike and the oil-for-
food programme may also be held in
abeyance, endangering the contracts of indi-
ar companies.

India is currently one of the top six coun-
tries from which Trag sources its needs. Indi-
an companies received orders worth § 1 bii-
Hon from 1998 and were expecting another §
500 million this year with electrical items.
wheat and tea accounting for the bulk of the
orders.
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- Indian/ diplomacy ru s a

By Amit Baruah -}

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 28. India's dip-
lomatic efforts o ostracise Pa-
kistan in the post-September 11
context with the help of the
American-led international
conmunity have run aground.

Given the fact that [ndia's ap-
proach 1o Pakistan stems from a
domestic problem —-
State-abetted  twrrorism - from
across the border - these dip-
tomatic efforts are rooted n
what happens within the cowi-
try. In that sense, (hese efforts
were aimed at producing results
in dealing with terrorism,

While there is lirtle doubrt that
the international  community
often uses the Indian phraseol-
ogy in the context of Pakistan,
India has nol gained in its own
wir againsl terrorism.

New Delhi which used both
“coercion” and “coercive diplo-
macy’ against Pakistan after the
high-protile terrorist amracks in
the country last year, including
that ggainst Parliament on 1De-
cermber 173, has not heen abic to
push Pakistan into a diplomatic
corner.

Instead, Indian policy-mak-
ers would have taken note of the
warm words used by the United
States  President, George W.
Bush, to describe Pakistan while

that of

from that country.

formally receiving Islamabad's
new r\ml)dssddor lo Washing-
ton.

Words by themselves do not
mean much — and dialogue
which does nor lead to diplo-
matic gains becomes an end in
itsell. This is not m downplay
India’s successes in presenting
the “terrorist’” case against Pa-
Kistar.

But, if a cost-benefit analysis
is carricd out post-September

. Pakistan is the clear gainer
as 1(11 as iis renewed cosiness (-
wards the 1S,
the world is concerned.

In February 2000, when the
then American President, Bill
Clinton, spent five days in [ndia
and five hours in Pakistan, Isla-
mabad was perilously perched
as 4 near-ostracised nation.

Today, the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharral, whose
hand Mr. Chaton did not want
to be seen shaking in public, is a
vilued  interlocutor  for  Mr.
Bush. And, all this because Pa-
kistan is co-operating in nab-
hing Al-Qaeda operatives and
handing them over to the U.S.

Mr.  Bush’s administration
does view India positively, butis
not in a position (o antagonisc
Pakistan as a crucial ally in the
campaign to arrest Islamists

and the rest ol

The mu;_,i%: ds’ used by
New Delhi alter the October 1
attack on the Jammy and Kash-
mir Assembly and that on Par-
liament are worth recalling as
evidence of the BIP-led Govern-
ment's intentions.

“India cannot accept such
manifestation of hate and terror
from across the border. There is
a limit to India’s patience.”’ the
External Affairs Ministry said
following a meeting of the Cabi-
et Committee on Security on
C(erober 1.

"Qur fight lagainst ferrorisi]
is now reaching the last stage,
and & decisive battle would
have o take piace. The entire
country is united in this hour of
crisis,” the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpavee, said on De-
cember 13, A Cabinet resolution
the same day promised o "lig-
utdate” the terrorists — wher-
ever and whoever they were.

Foday, terrorism continues to
rear its head in the country and
Pakistan appears to bhe diplo-
matically strengthened. The lat-
est staterments emanating from
Gen. Musharrat can only go to
confirm such a view,

The international communi-
ty, for the moment, has staved
otf the possibility of a conflict
between India and Pakistan. In-
creasingly, politicians and otfi-

grql,gnd

cials 4 L‘ taking the view that
India must fight its own battles.

Given the obvious limits of
Indian diplomatic and coercive
efforts, New Delhi may, poer-
haps, think in terms of a chang-
ing tack. If Pakistan wants 1o
engage India, it is time to direct-
Iy test Islamabad's intentions
on terrorism. I the recent past,
fudia has expressed its readin-
ess (0 engage Pakistan bilateral-
ly on terrarism. New Delhi must
now make this offer through
diplomatic channels and then
make it public.

[f Pakistan rejects such an of-
ter (given the fact that officially
Pakistan always denies helping
terrorist elementsi, New Delhi
can at least say we did our best
to cogage [slamabad on the is-
sue. Thenr it can also point to
the “effective cooperation’ be-
tween Pakistan and the U5, on
terrorists — of  congern to
Washington.

Given the fact that there is
not much forward movement
on ather tracks, will India be
willing to try a bilateral ap-
proach? Or are political sensi-
tivities too serious a hurdle to
allow tor a serious, diplomatic
effort ar engagement backed up
by documentation on Pakis-
tan's terrotist lineage?
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/ at wils Indiu's forcign policy?
The  shert  answer s,
surrealism, Indii's foray into

international relations during the
carly 1930 was couched in make-
belteve s India sclf-ippointed itselt
as the worlds conscience keeper-
cun-judee.

L estublisied an entente with i
mentor the furmer USSR but oid
not comsider It necessary to maintain
a working balance with the other
power bloc, the West.

Inexplicably, New Dl started s
uawarraated criticism of the USA in
patticular at cvery opportunity.
Guoing for America’s jugular became
the favourite pastime of all our
political partics. QOddly cnough, this
traiit exists even today.

Our first major jolt in inferna-
tional relations came in the form of
China's attack on India in 1962, With
Muoscow turing a polite bul deal car
to New Delhi's entreaty o restram
Beijing, we had no option but to
appeal to Washington,

President John F Kennedy res-
ponded handsomely to our SOS with
men. material and moral support. A
golden chance presentued stself to us
for firming up o strong conncetivity
with the U'SA o we unsle no
delined atienmpts wwards tis,

Svon. things were back 1o square
one with fresh antagonism emanat-
ing from us for hmv\ American.
Whether samething doene by the
USA had any conpection with India
or not - and most of them did not -
our leaders vied with one iother 1o
pillory that countey,

india feft the hacklush from this
during the 19635 Indo-Pak war, The
UISA clearly favoured Pakistan over
us. Tashkent amply proved the point
when under pressure trom Washing-
ton and it allies and with 2 benign
Maoscow looking on. we surrendered
lock. stock and barrel 1o Pakistan.
The fine domg the round in the
Services” carele was, “Our poor man
at Tashkent not enlv handed back
every bit of Pk territory that we hud
captured al great cost but also
handed in his diopner paol™ In the
1971 war, oo, the USA pushed for
Takistan bul Indix won a splendid
mititary victory that sadly. wis given
away at Shimia.

Nothing, however, can beat our
bizirre perlomance in international
relations as exhibited i the Gulf
War of 1991 it was vaudeville at its
best. We began by going overhoard
in our support for Saddim Hussein
when be attacked Kowait, bolstering
our stand by loudly denuuncing the
multinational  force’s operations
against [rag spearheaded by the
USA.

Sur local comrades gheraoed the
American consulate in Kolkata Gl
the US state department served a
strong demarche on our ambassador
in Washington, after which our
Prime Minister pleaded with West
Bengal's chief minister to case off on
the consufate.

In the meantime, India’s Prime
Minister-in-waiting decided to stop
Operation Desert Storm by 2 pop-

ra

—

Foreign policy blues

Crying fou! at whatewpr the USA does in one bre th and as%d

for favours from Washington in the next as India has been doing

for nearty five decades displays one plain symptom ~ we are yet
fo grow up to take ow place in global affairs, writes JK DUTT

ulist  method.
Amidst outlund- -
ishfantare wnd
publicity - a1 Kol- ¢
Kata dailv in its
editorial {(not The
Startesrnant) hailed
him as a rebom
hiblical fieure -
he flew off to die
scene of battle.
appropriately tag-
ved with hus co-
1evic.

General Nor-
mun Schwarrtzko-
pis comments on
this chuezpah are
stricily censonl!
It the event. our
star reached e-
heran whers his vourge apoarently
r owl s heamed B ortense
yuietly sivnk hack 1o hdic B the
damage 1o our foreen poliy bl
heen well and truly inflicted v ihen,

Qur Torcign minisier o e dia
publicly embraced the e Pros-
deni. complimenting kint on his
strike o Kowait, quite forgetting
that a large number of Indiins work
in that country,

The Kawarts nanbsdiy tocoh umb-
rage ot s and hounded ow it
tndian workers, Amdet al) this, oor
Prime Minister officiuhe pormited
American warplanes e ase the
Facilitics of our iports in the cotirse
of their operationad routing. The
internutionad commueninn must kv
wondered whether India had lost s
marbles, seemg e bowildering
range of eontradictions!

The irony ol it all was ater Rajiv
Gandhi was Ralled. Irag did not even
bother 10 msue i condulenae mes-
sage. ket alone send an cassiay 10
attend his funcral. Thore was ot a
murmur of protest {rom India at this
deliberate snub. By ao streteh of the
Imagination can our anics be
acckemed o be o amture nation’s
torvign policy.,

Apather ol our surrenlisiic
vignettes was visible during the 30-
vear celebrations of the LN in J9U3
at tew York, While our frime
Minister, foreign  minister, and
ambassador were ving o canvinee
Presicdent Bill Clinten that i would
he jnapproprine for the T v tosell
werpons  osystot o0 Thad oguy
Fakistan™ s this went against Gan-
dhian peace vulues so espoused by
“good guy India™, Isfamabads dyna-
mic representative af Winhington
(rated by the US siate deportment o

U5 Depety Secretary of State Richard Armitage at a press conference with the then
Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh in New Delhi in June. - AFP

aosurftable go-vetter hesides being
ven easy an ihe evel) wipalated
the Hank Hrown Amendment and
crsmared i huge quantuny of arms
wiich medoded F-low leaving our
e setos Aumibstrtck,

he point te aafe is, our ersarz
hoiter than thou fagade does not

Jello It never seems o sink in that

civing foul at whatever the USA
does inene breath and asking for
fvonrs From Woehington in the
Nl oas owe been doing for
nearly e decades displiys one
nlain symptom, namely, we have
ot yel grown up i ke our place
in vluh i alfiirs,

Toduv, we ure seching America’s
heip it contiining Pakistan-
sporored infilration of terrorists in
Jammu and Kasherir hut whenever
wo toel e 1t we Tambast the USA,
Wo adopied anoovertly hostite
posture to Operation Enduring
Frocdom, issuming that the world
had dorgoiten Indins enthusiasm
fospeckdly thit of our Left log) at
Russii's ageression into Afzhanistan
resulting in the death of about
SONH0 Afghans,

One coudd surely term this ax
tndis Ikl Fhvde theatricism ™.
W niy not ahaases approse of whit
the USA does but 1t does s no wood
1o broadeast owr displeasure in the
marmer tt has become seeond
nature toouse There are other
mothods of gelting our Views across
sithovt crenting o politicad discord,
Aoregiend cise s worth analvsing,
Ouwr msedventaie in S Lanka
under the guise of peacekeeping will
forever remain o hallmark of our
dclunet foretgn policy,

~New Dethi nngraciousty fell into a
trzpy Kaid by Colombe, the outcome

[AHANS

~of which was the
- wragic death of

1,500 of our Ar-
( my personnel at
the hands of the
Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam.
It makes no sense
- that not having
been able to solve
our own domestic
! insurgency  prob-

lems since Inde-
U, pendence,  we
s nonchalantly
iowent off to ckle
one in a wholly
alen land.

The interna-
tional relations
doctrine  stipu-

Btes that any peacckeeping force
musl fvaoiably be multinational in
composition and character, never
wienonational. Yet we violated this
maxim without o second thought,
W achicved nothing in Sri Lanka
ather than carning a dubious
reputation and making a spectacle of
ourselves in the bargain, With Myan-
mar, teo, we tried our gratuitous
sermunising despite several warnings
tram Yingon nof to interfere in is
inicmad aftairs,

We insisted on making a buge din
of our support for Aung San Suu Kyi
and  democracy.  kaowing  wel]
enough that this was no business of
ours. An enraged Yangon then Jot
loose wowine of terrovist-cum-drug
infused activitics into North-vast
India. besides commundeering two
of our villages on the Manipur
horder,

We ended up doing  an
uncomplimentary volie-face  und
seeking peace as a consequence. Our
unbecoming conduct brought us
down several notches in our regional
stunding, Yer amuzinghe, where we
should have reacted positively, we
simply shicd off.

Bangladesh audaciousty skl
cred 18 of our BSF jawans in 2kH in
an ambush. All that we responded
with was some grumbling' Some
racical reforms i1 Indias interna-
tional refations policy are required.
For a start. we need to assert our-
sehoes in a mature mmd well thought-
QU e,

Next. we must stop our practive of
America bashing, Lastly and most
important, we have to understand
that a realistic and comprehensive
foreign policy must be formulated
from a composite multifaceted rem-

plate, not through ad hoc measures
as has been our mode.

This templale comprises disci-
plines Nke hehavioural science,
political pragmatism. cooperative

,-ﬁecurir_v. economic balancing, geog-

raphical compulsions, historical con-
neetions and the like. Let us, there-
fore, appiy the template to a serious
concern that is appearing on our
horizon and address it accordingly.

Post-Afghanistan, the USA has
started expdndlng its influence in
Eurasia ostensibly to continue with
its declared war on terrorism but in
the alternate vein, to spread its
dominunce in those areas that it
perceives 1o be inimical to its
interests.

The USA is aware that India is a
rising power centre in Asia and a
nuelear one at that, Washington will
covertly attempt to browbeat New
Dethi into toeing a line that will
enhance Americin hegemonistic
objectives ¢f. Japan and South
Korea,

The National Missile Defence is
one such instrument of political
coercion.  The USAs  whimsies
apropos Iraq is another pointer,
America’s attitude towards the
Isracl-Palestine conflicr depicts a
contrast in posturing by a super-
power that should really be more
neutral,

Arab nations are maintaining a
settildetached stance, thus leaving
Palestinians to fend for themselves.
India needs 1o pre-empt o similar
sitzation sbout jtself in the near
future.

Who knows George W Bush
might fust opt ta menace India after
the Irag episode? Ergo. New Delhi
must shed its diffience in initiating a
strategic allisnce with China and
Russia. a distinctive feature that has
been on the cards for quite awhile.

Such an alliance can become a
new global pole - perhaps, a second
one after the European Union - and
is sure to draw a farge number of
ASian countries nto its ambit. A
move of this kind will vindicate the
oft-expressed desire of India, China
and Russia of instituting a muitipolar
world for cnsuring global stability.

India should waste no time in
setting the ball rolling. Apother
Indlian leadership venture in foreign
palicy will be the creation of un
Indian Ocean Treuty involving all the
littorals of this geo-strategic water-
way.

This should be completed before
other mterested partics establish
their gumboat Jiplomacy tactics in
this vital cast-west sea link.

India must initiate this move,
perhaps as a corollary to the South
Asian Association  of Regional
Cooperation and the South Asian
Preferentiul Trading  Agreement.
The time has come for India to make
its mark in international relations in
a manner thut will accruc big-lime
placements for itself in the new
millennium.

{ The author is @ retired Licuteniant-
Colanel, Facdian Amm.
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" "WORLD URGED TO MAKE PAK SEE REASON

Vajpayee warns
ainst forcing

India’s hand

Press Trust of lndia \%\ by -

NEW YORK., Sept. 15, _lﬂmc Min-
ister Mr AB Vajpayce has daid India
will have to find its own way to achieve
its objective *f the international com-

-

Tor Flwi

Minister squarely blamed Islamabad
for continued tension in South Asia be-
cause of its failure to go through the
promises made by Gen. Musharraf,

Keeping up bis attack on Gen. Mush-
arraf, Mr Vajpayec charged him with
having “crossed all limits” in uttering lies

munity {ails to per-

suade Pakistan to stop 9/11 masterminds

cross-border terrorisim.

Addressing members
of Congress from New
York, New Jersey and
Connecticut last night,
he said India is as deter-
mined as the USA has
been since 911 to se-
cure itself against Paki-
stan-hacked terror in
J&K. “If the interna-
tional community is un-
able 1o persuade Puki-
stan. India will have 10
find its own ways to ach-
eve its objective,” he
said. But he expressed
the hope that voices of

in Pakistan: PM

NEW YORK, Sept. I5. — Re-
fersing o 9711, Mr Vajpayee
expressed concern over the
disappcarance of those who
had hatched the conspiracy,
and hinted that they may be in
Pakistan. “Where have they
gone?” he asked. When it was
supgested that they may be in
Pakistan, he said, “You know
mote than me ... you have giv-
en the right answer.” He then
added that he was told by a
delegate in Almaty on his re-
et tour these men had taken

on Kashmir. “General
came to the UN Gener-
al Asscmbly and spoke
all lies. There is a Yimit
o lying... he crossed
that also,” the Prime
Minister said at o meet-
ing organised by the In-
dian-American commu-
nity here yesterday.

He was apparently re-
terting to the General's
address on Wednesday
when he catled the vio-
lence in Gujarat a “mas-
sacre of Muslims™ and
charged India with “plan-
ning to rig” J&K polls.

Urging the world not
o be misled by Gen.

s

reason from the worid
community wouid help
persuade Pakistan. Mr Vajpayec reiter-
ated that Islamabad was bent on sabo-
taging the Assembly polls in Kashmir,
due to begin on Monday,

India. he said. had joined the interna-
tional cealition against terrorism on the
conviction that only a global and com-
prehensive effort would help eliminate
this menace. While the coalition has
madc considerable headway in Afgha-
nistan “a lot more needs to be done fur-
ther cast™, he pointed out, referring to
Pakistan’s border with India, The Prime

shelter in Pakistan, — PT1

Musharraf’s lies. the
Prime Minister suid
teaders should not forget the death and
destruction wrought by terrorists. At-
tacking the General on his definition of
freedom fighters in the context of J&K.
Mr Vajpayee said this cannot be the
term to describe those who kil inno-
cents including women and children.
*1s it (killings) what the freedom fight-
ers should be doing?” he asked. He
said infiltration across the LoC had
increased despite Pakistan's promises.

Officials scoff at Pak elections, page 4
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PM returns fire, says

look who's

v 8y Chidanand Rajghatia
TiMES NEwS NETWORK

New York: Rurely quick to anger India's
grandfatherly Prime Minister Atlal Behard
Vajpaver on Friday lashed cul at Pakistan's
military vegime, accusing ic ol adding nu-
clear blackimail to (s guiver of state-spon-
sored tervorism.

Mr Vaipavee also taunted Gen Pervez
Mushavraf for questioning India's secular
and democratic principles and ridiculed his
cquating rerrorism with freedom stinggle,
saving Pakistan wos promoting a bizae,
blood-soaked version of sell-defermination.

The Vajpavee fusillade, delivered before
the UN General Assembly, wias evidently in
response o the geneval’s hiod-hitting speech
on Thursday in which he piled on BJP-led In-
dia charges of military hesemony fuetled by
religious oxtremism. Mr Vajpayee's sirong
response startied the infernational commu-
nity and dismayed US officiads, and the gen-
eral impression now is that ties hetween In-
@iz and Fakistan have reached anadiv

M Vagpavee reserved asulfurons personal
retort for Gen Musharval for his deseription
of the upcoming vlections in Jamnnl and
Kashmir as a furce. Those who had to adjust
voting and counting procedures (o win a ref:
erendun were tl-placed 1o lecture others in
{recdom and democracy, Mr Vigpayee sald,

He divectly accused Pakistan and iis intel-
ligence agency, the 151 ol conducting lerror
ism in India under nuclzar coven ndin was
determined (o end tervovism with ~all the
means’” at its command, he added. In doing
s0, he also guestioned the US reading of 1the
situation in the sub-continent and s indul-
gutice of Pakistan.

Dark threats had been held out that action
by Tndia to stamp out cross-border terrorism
could provoke a nuclear war To suceumb to
stich blatant nuelear tervorism would mean
forgeiting the bitter lessons of the Septembor
11 tragedy. Mr Vajpayoee said.

Some of the Prime Minister’s auestions
and barbs were also.directod at v wmerna-
tional community, meiuding the Coted Na-
tions secretary-general Kot Annan who, in
his address on Thursday, suggested that the

HE TIMES oy Wb

talking

§ L . Pl
Mr Vajpayee and Mr Bush at the UN in New
York on Thursday.

roof causes of the problem in Kashmir need-
el to bo looked into.

Those whao spoke of the underlying or root
causes of tervorism offered alibis to terror-
ists and absolved them of responsibilities tor
their heineus actions, such as the September
11 attacks on the United States or the Decem-
bor 13 artack on Indin’s parliament. Mr Vaj-
payer said.

I more genoerie remarks that still twitted
Pakistan, My Vajpayee urged the interna-
vonal community to safeguard democratic
societies. saving they were far less prone 1o
ideotogies based on violence or militarist
vearnings, since they did not have their fin-
gers permanently on the trigger of a gun.

Mro Vajpavee aiso responded fo Gen
NMusharrat's remarks on the events in Gu-
jarat and the vise of Hindu extremism in In-
dia. He maintained that India had the second
largest Muslin population in the world, more
than the number of Muslims in Pakistan,
and thiat nop-discrimination and egual re-
spect of alf taiths was the signature tune of
India’s civilisaiion and eulture.

The Indian response came despite a suy-
prising confession from Gen Musharraf at a,
press conference on Thursday that his hard-
hitting UN speech was the language of des-
peration. The desperation, Gen Musharraf
sawd, was due to India’s “failure to reciprocate
and respond” 1o the several initialives his
govermnent had 1aken te resume a dialogue,



“India Warns .
USon Iraq

§ Rajagopalan \ \
\uw York. September 11

INDIA HAS made it ¢lear to
the US that it will not sup-
part any unilateral military
acltion against [rag, but will
fully back any fresh moves
by the UN to force Baghdad
Lo comply with its mandate
0n weapons inspections,

Two days ahead of the UN
General Assembiy session,
where 1JS President George
W Bush is slated to make
ouf a strong case for action
against Irag, External Af-
fnire  Minister Yashwant
Sintha set out the Indian po-
sition in clear terms.

Before leaving for New
York, Sinha told an interac-
tive session at the Brook-
ings Institution in Washing-
ton yesterday that if the UN
were to come up with any
new guidelines on weapon
inspections, India would
support the move.

“The only caution that I
wottld suggest at this point in
time is that the final resolu-
tion should not be made de-
liherately so impossible that

EAs

Mo country can aceept those |

conditionalities. Sothere isa
need for reason in dealing
with this situation.” he said.

Sinha. replving to a ques-
tion from former Congress.
man Stephen Solarz, also
spoke of the need tor “credi-
ble evidence™ that Irag is in
possession of
mass destruction if
doubts in the minds of in-
ternational community
were to be removed.

The Minister is helieved
to have articulated the Tndi-
an position during his dis-
cussions with the US lead-

weapons of
the .

ers. including Secretary of

State Colin Powell and Na
tional Security Adviser Con-
doleezza Rice on Monday
When the issue was posed
te him at @ news briefing
at the Indian Embassy, Sin-
ha dismisscd the talk that

Indian opposition to mili- ;

tarv action against iraq
would cast its shadow on
Indo-US relations.

A friendly relationship

need not mean g complete ¢

identity of views on all is-
sues, he commented.



- +4 Neighbourhood
0

he change of guard at the ministry of

external affairs has brought a fresh way of

conducting business. This is a normal

consequence of a changeover, and helps
energise the ministry. The current emphasis on our
neighbours takes the management of foreign
palicy back to basics.

It is an old truism that foreign policy begins at
the frontiers; that is where prime interest has to be
directed, Recently, there has been a feeling among
our close neighbours that they have been remote
from our concerns. Indian policy has been aimed
at global mare than regional goals, hinging on our
new-found relationship with America. A grand
aspiration is ail to the good. But neighbours can
never be ignored, so the present corrective action
towards them is welcome. '

Yashwant Sinha has kicked off his stint in the
MEA with a series of workmanlike visits within the
region. In rapid succession, he has been m Sn
{anka, Afghanistan, Nepal, Bangladesh. This is an
area where our security and other intcrests are
closely involved.

Our ties with each individual country have
fluctuated considerably — except with Bhutan,
where relations have been a model of equable
good neightbourliness. A great deal is bappening in
these parts that affects us. One must expect that
Mr Sinha's visits presage a deliberate streng-
thening and improvement of understanding in the
face of commeon difficulty.,

The manner in which problems next door spill
over to affect us needs iittle highlighting. Sn
Lanka’s bitter ethnic struggle has only recently
occasioned open politicai conflict in Tamil Nadu of
which the consequences are yet to be fully played
‘out. The unfolding peace process in that country is
thus of more than ordinary interest to us. li is
something that draws vs in, like it or not. The

minister’s visit rightly directs aniention to an issue
that requires close understanding between the two
countries.

Nor can we ignore the way in which armed
insurgency has spilled over from India to
complicate the lives of countries on our borders.

of violent acts in many different parts of the
country, including Kathmandu. The state structure
itseli has come under acute stress from their
hammer biows. The Maoists have their links with
sirnilar groups in India, which means that close
coordination between the two administrations is
needed to meet the challenge. The problem is so

wide angle

SALMAN HAIDAR

Bhutan is a case in point. The United Liberation

Front of Asom and
Bodo groups have
had their camps in
that country for
years.

They have now
been joined by a
third organisation
that afso seeks to use
Bhutan tesritory for
training and  for

sanctuary from the |

pressure of Indian
security forces. To
remove these groups
from the camps what
they have establish-
ed is no easy matter.

Local Bhutanese
people have been
involved in some
violent incidents in-
stigated by these un-
welcome guests, and
that has created a
great deal of resent-
ment.

e policing of the

frontier area by India. Conversely, there are quite  and one that can get worse.
a few Indian voices raised in a demand for effective

There are
demands for effect-

serious that military
support has been
solicited by Nepal
f from a number of
sources, including
India, with the result
that a considerable
international secur-
ity operation has tak-
en shape.

In an acknow-
Jedgement of the
urgent need, India
has put away its
traditional reserva-
tions about the entry
of external military
forces in this conti-
guous space. In
Bangladesh, too,
therg are sensitive
issues to handle. Mr
Sinha went ahead
with his scheduled
visit to Dhaka rather
than rush home to

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe with Atal.Behari Vaipayee in New Delhi in dune. Yashwant Sinha

{right) has kicked off his stint in the ministry of external affairs with a series of visfis within the region. - AFP

Next door, in Nepal, the Maoists continue 1o

meet the US deputy
secretary of state,
which shows his

discriminating set of priorities.

The recent change of government in

action against the camps. [t is a difficult problem, create havoce. They are responsible for any number  Bangladesh has brought back a regime with which

- -
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relations

our relations have not always been warm.
Pakistan's IS] was active in Bangladesh during the
last Bangladesh Nationalist Party govemment,
stirring things up in several nearby Indian siates.

General Musharraf has been in Dhaka and the
fear of a revival of latent security and military links
between his country and Bangladesh cannot be
dismissed. _

But maybe we have all learned something from
the experience of the last few years and can make
a real bid for more relaxed and friendly ties with
this important neighbour.- A ministerial visit
tepresents a good start.

Relations with Pakistan are another matter. The
minister bas been firm and unyielding in alt he has
said i this subject. There is no give: no surprise,
either. This is not a matter for any serious initiative
by the MEA alone, especially in the present
circumstances when the elections in Kashmir have
become part of the diplomatic equation.

Perhaps, in the post-election seiting there wilt be
an incentive to take bilateral Indo-Pak relations
out of their current deep freeze. At that point.
whenever it is attained, the structure of dialogue
will once more have to be probed and explored.

Even without Pakistan, there is a plethora of
security-related and other issues in the
neighbourhood. There is a general perception that
these matiers require closer, high level attention
than they have in fact received.

Hence Mr Sinha's journeys are welcome and
place emphasis where it is required. They should
bring about better communication with
neighbours to tackle problems that have w0 be
jointly faced, A more open and articulate style of
functioning should build support for Indian policy
both in the region and at home.

{The guthor is a former Foreign Secretary.}
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\;{\ Musharraf speech not helpful: Si;nha N

By Amit Baruah [\ ©

NEW DELHI, AUG. 19, The Externai
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, said today that New Delhi
had created conditions for “in-
clusive elections” inJammu and
Kashmir, but Pakistan was try-
ing to rob these polls of their
representative character,

Speaking to The Hindy on a
wide range of issues at his South
Block office, My, Sinha said the
Pakistani  President, Pervez
Musharraf’s speech on August
14 had not at all been helpful to
the Kashmir polls.

Pointing out that there had
not even been a temporary end
to infiltration from across the
Line of Control (LoC), Mr. Sinha
said the rule of “outsiders” in
the  India-Pakistan  equation
was confined to a “discussion
on cross-horder terrorism”.

“Our tirm stand that all the
issues between India and Pakis-
tan should be settled tiwough
bilateral discussions remains
wially undiluted,” Mr. Sinha

said while indicating fittle for-
ward movement on the re-ini-
tiation of bifateral contacts.
Whiie conceding that india
had to deal witih a unipolar
world (eday, Mr. Sinha said that
non-alignment still remained a
“very relevant” phitusophy in

international refations, Asked if

he was disappointed with the
United States” description of
Pakistan as a “stalwart ally” in
the battle against terrorism, Mr,
Sinha said: "We must not forget

that the 1.5, woke to the threat
of terrorism only after it was di-
rectly affected by the events of
September 11..."

"Quite clearly, it wds aniy the
threat of war between the two
neighbours that kindied their
(American) interest in this form
(affected Indial of cross-border
terrovism. And, they have done
their bit”

Asked about the perception
that India and China were com-
petitors in South-Lisst Asia, es-
pecially  in Myanmar,  he
replied: "There is no oeed 10
ook at this as a campetition, in
competitive  terms, There s
much to be done that there is
enough both for China and In-
dig. | think those days are gone
when any country could stand
up and say this is my sphere of
influence...”

Calling for the eliminatinn of
trade barriers in South Asia, Mr,
Sinha said through his visits to
the Maldives, Sri Lanka, Bhutan
and now to Nepal and Bangla-
desh he was trving to “push for-

y
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ward” the policy of pro-actively

engaging india’s  immediate
neighbours.
Asked whether India’s  re-

quest for the extradition of the

LVTL chief, Velupillai Prabaka-
ran, would impinge on the on-
going 5ri Lankan peace process,
Mr. Sinha said these issues
would have 1o be "kept apart”™.
At this point of time, he said,
India had no desire to play "any
direct  role” in the peace
process.

On “observing” elections in
Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Sinha
said anyone whe spoke of the
need for external observers did
not recognise the strength ol
the Election Commission and
the Indian media.

“We don's need a New York
FTimes veporter to come and 1el}
us what is happening in Kash-
mir because (Thel ffindn will
report more fairly and frecly,”
he added.

Details of the
interview: Page 13
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Non-ali

By Amit Baruah \U) \

NEW DELHI, AUG. 19. A relaxed Yashwant
Sinha, who took over the job of External
Affairs Minister in July, spoke exclusively
to The Hindu or a range of foreign policy
issues. Excerpts from the inferview:

Amit Baruah: What will be your focus
in foreign policy issues as External Af-
fairs Minister?

Yashwant Sinha: India’s foreign pol-
icy has deep roots. 1t's a policy which
was enunciated even before we became
an independent country... Because it
was d policy evolved during the freedom
struggle, it has the backing of national
consensus. From time to time, the nu-
ances of loreign policy have been under-
going a change but the basic thrust has
remained more ot less the same. There
have been two developments since the
1990s. One has been the emergence of
the so-called unipolar world and the sec-
ond has been I[ndia’s acquisition of nu-
clear capability. Both these have been,
from our policy point of view, landmark
events...

If we take the first one first, we found
that many of the premises of the past
changed... in all spheres of international
relations not only in strategic and diplo-

matic sense, but also very clearly.... in
the cconomic sense. We have had to ad-
just our policies to suit the requirernent
of these changes. And, we have done it
admirably. One very positive outcome
has been that, as a result ol the real-
isation both in the U5 and India, the
two democracies need not always be at
loggerheads...We have been able to wid-
en and deepen our refationship with the
U.5. Al the same time, we tave not dilut-
ed our commitment to the infrasiructure
of non-alighment. [ personally believe
that non-alignment is still a very relevant
philosophy in international relations be-
cause the basic thesis of non-alignment
is that we should be able to follow an
independent foreign policy... We faced a
certain situation which was unfriendly
as a result of the nuclear tests. But we
have been able (o explain the need for
going nuclear... Four years down the
line one can say that India’s case is now
much better understood than it initially
was immediately following May 1998.
50, on both these counts, our policy has
been successful... My {foreign policy) fo-
cus will be w further strengrhen these
trends and cnsure that we evolve most
cordial relations with all our interlocu-
tors in order io safeguard and protect
our hational interest.

Do you believe there is a sense of dis-
appointment with the U.5. today given
the fact they continue to describe Pa-
kistan as a “stalwart ally” in the battle
against terrorism?

As T understand (how} the U.S. looks
at i, they feel that (General Pervez)
Musharraf is 2 stalwart ally in their fight
against terrorism on Pakistan's western
border, namely Atghanistan... the U.S5.
wir against terrorism was to eliminate
this (Taliban and Al-Qaeda) threat. And
there is no doubt that Musharraf has
been more than a willing collaborator in
this fight. We must also not forger that
the U.S. woke to the threat of terrorism
only after it was directly affected by the
events of September 11, We have suf-

“India’s fbreign ,t;olicy is not and should
not be Pakistan-centric”.

gnment still

L5

INTERVIEW

fered terrorism for a much longer peri-
od... the cross-border terrorism that Pa-
kistan was fomenting in Jammu and
Kashmir was not an overriding concern.

Quite clearly, it is only the threat of war
between the two neighbours that has
kindled their interest in this form of
cross-border terrorism. And, they have
done their bit. But as we have always
said while we welcome their (U.S) sup-
port this is a battle that we have been
fighting and this is a battle we have to
fight. So, in that contexlt, the question of
hope or disappointment becomes
irrelevant.

But you do see our engagement with
the U.S. and the rest of the internation-
al community as an important tool to
put pressure on Pakistan and Gen.
Musharraf on the issue of cross-border
terrorism?

I have already said on a number of
occasions that India’s foreign policy is
not and should not be Pakistan-centric,
We will deal with Pakistan as and when it
becomes necessary, but we will not allow
Pakisitan to dominate our bilateral rela-
tionship with any other country. This is a
point 1, hopefully, made quite clear to
my interlocutors who have visited (New
Delhi) during the recent past. I think
they have gone back convinced that our
bilateral relationship with them should
be conducted irrespective of what hap-
pens in Pakistan. So, if they consider it
worth their while to put pressure on Pa-
kistan to desist from cross-border terror-
isim, fine. Otherwise, as T said, we will
deal with the problem.

Your visits to the Maldives, Sri Lan-
ka, Bhutan, Afghanistan and now to
Nepal and Bangladesh show a new
stress on neighbouring countries. What
dividends can Indian foreign policy at-
tain from such a focus?

This is not a new initiative. The initia-
tive is as old as Pandil Nerhu's Asian Re-
lations Conference... being part of Asia
our interest in Asia is natural... we have
followed a policy of pro-active engage-
ment with our neighbours and | am only
trying to push that forward...

On Sri Lanka, we have a pending re-
quest for the extradition of the LTTE
leader, Velupillai Prabakaran. Do you

A

believe that this Indian request could
impinge on the peace process that is
going on?

I find that this issue is good copy for
the media. So, whenever vou 1alk of In-

. dia-Sri Lanka relations, the most impor-

rant issue that comes to mind is what is
happening 1o the extradition of Prabak-
aran. T have already made it clear in Col-
ombo that the request for his extradition
is pending. The Sri Lankan Government
is aware of it. [t's not that they have to be
made aware of it again and again. The
peace process in Sri Lanka is very impor-
tant, not only from the point of view of
Sri fanka, but also for the region as a
whole. Therefore, we have supported
this process and we are happy the peace
process is getting underway. These two
issues will have to be kept apart and
dealt {with) as such.

Is there anything more that India can
do to help the peace process along?

I don’t think we need to do anything
morg at the moment except to say that
we support the peace process. At this
point of time, we have no desire to play
any direct role in the peace process.

You are going tomorrow to Nepal for
the SAARC Foreign Ministers meeting.
At the last summit, there were suggesti-
ons for more informal consultations
among SAARC leaders, How do you
view this?

When the (SAARC) summit takes
place, there is also a retreat. Then there
is a lot of toing and froing between the
various countries, which gives us the op-
portunity for informal discussions. So,
we don't have (o formalise the
informality...

Given vour background as Finance
Minister, how do you see the progress
on freer trade in South Asia?

Our successes have been very limited
sa far, Unfortunately, SAARC has not
made as much progress on trade and ec-
onomic cooperation as it should bave.

relevant: Sinha

that this i~ actually a permanent end to
infiltration... unfortunately, there is no
such evidence. Leave apart a perimanent
end, there is not even a temporarny end
because infiltration has not  ended.
Therefore, this preconditon becomes
important in terms of Pakisian's awn
commitment 1o the internationat conm-
munity not 1o subject ndia o cross-bor-
der terrorism.

If we exclude the bilateral process,
oultsiders will have a larger role to play
in our bilateral relationship with
Pakistan...

I'he role of the cutsiders today is con-
fined only 1o o discussion on cross-bar-
der terrorism. We are not discussing any
other issue with them. Our tinn stand
that ali the issues between India and Pa-
kistan should be settled through bilateral
discussion remains totally undiluted.

India has said it will not allow in-
stitutional observers to waich the polls
in Jammu and Kashmir, but individuals
are free to come, If this election goes off
well, will it strengthen India’s position
on Kashmir?

First of all, we are not allowing any
one. When we issue the visa for India, i
dees not sav excluding Jammu and
Kashmir. So anybody who has a visa tor
India is free to visit wherever he wants. .
The commitment to free and tair elec-
tions is there.. in fact, il there 1s a4 dila
tion of that commitment the tirst people
who will talk about it is the Indian
media. And. anyone who is talking of th
need lor external observers, does ne
recognise the suength of the Electio
Commission and the Indian media. W
don't need a New York Thnes reporter t
come and well us what is happening 1
Kashmir because (The) #iindnwiil repo
more fairly and freely.

A point was made by the U.S, Secre
tary of State, Colin Powell, that ther
was a need to make the Kashmir elec
tions more inclusive. Are you hopefu

“While we welcome their (U.S.) support, this is

a battle that we have been fighting and this

is a battle we

We should quickly implement SAFTA
(South Asian Free Trade Area). We
should take it beyond and evolve SAARC
as a commuon tariff area... We should fol-
low the example of developments in oth-
er regions and mould SAARC into a kind
of economic and strategic bloc that it
should be.

To return to the issue of Pakistan,
India has taken the position that we
will not talk to Islamabad as long as
cross-border terrorism continues. Do
you believe that a scenario can emerge
for some kind of engagement with
Pakistan?

There is need to engage Pakistan di-
rectly on a range of issues. That position
was accepted in the Shimia accord... reit-
erated in the Lahore declaration and it
was under that process that Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee invited Gen. Musharral 1o
visit India... we are convinced that it is
only through a bilateral process of dia-
logue that we can find a solution to vari-
ous issues, [t is (ren. Musharraf who has
given an assurance which has been con-
veyed to us (by the U1.S. Deputy Secretary
of State, Richard Armitage) that Pakistan
will put a permanent end 1o infiltration...
and that it will dismantle the infrastruc-
ture of terrorism. What is permanent?
One day, one week? We necd evidence

have to fight”.

that non-traditional parties will come
into the process?

Pean't ansser that question positively
at this point of time... We think we have
created the conditions for inclusive vlec-
tions and ina democracy that's the sure-
st test ab strength. There is no point in
people or sections remaining ouside the
electoral process and claim o represent
the people of JTammu and kKasimir. il
they have strength, they should demon
strate this in the clections. The only wor-
ry here is the interference of Pakistan in
the electoral process. The speech of Gen.
Musharraf on August 14 has not been
helpful at all.

Can you give us an update of talky
with Beijing on the horder question?

We are furthering our relationship
with them in all areas, We have agreed
on 4 process to deal with the border is-
sue and the issue of the Line of Actua)
Control. That process is going on... nat-
wrally, it will take time.

There is a perception in some sec-
tions in South-Fast Asia that India and
China are competitors in South-East
Asia, especially in Myanmar.

There is no need o look at (his as o
competitton, N competitive  terms,
There is so.much 1o be done that there is
enough both for China und India.
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New Delhi, Aug. 13: Foreign
minister Yashwant Sinha has
called a meeting of Arab ambas-
sadors tomorrow to assure them
that India will not supporg
armed action against Iraq and
convinee them that Delhi's grow-
ing ties with lsrael are not at the
cost of its traditional friends, the
Palestinians.

This will be Sinha's first seri-
ous interaction with representa-
tives of the Islamic and Arab
world.

Though it is part of his policy
to build strong relations with
countries in India’s neighbour-
hood, he is expected (o pay spe-
cial attention to the Gulf region
and the Arab world as it is of
vital strategic importance to the
nation. It is not only one of the
main areas which meets India’s
energy requirements, it also
houses alarge number of Indian
workers, who send more than $10
billion back home every vear.

This apart, most countries in
the region are important mem-
hers of the Organisation of Is-
lamic Conference, with which
Delhi is keen to have good tles,

The issue of Irag, specially at
a time when there are wide-
spread reports that the US is
planning to re-launch strikes
against Baghdad. and the stale-
mate in the West Asia peace pro-
cess are uppermost in the mind
of the Arab world. At tomorr-
ow’s meeting, Sinha will get the
opportunity of clarifying India’s

_Delhi drive to allay
Arabs’ Israel fear

Farok al-Shaira in New Delhi. (Reuters)

stand on both issues, With the
BJP in power, there are apprehe-
nsions in certain quarters in the
Arab world that Delhi mighi not
take as tough a position as it did
in 1991 during the Gulf War if
the Americans strike Irag again,
“While the United Nations
Security Council resoluiions on
Iraq should be implemented,
their implementation through
military methods was not advo-
cated,” Sinha told his Syrian
counterpart, Farok al-Shara, th-
is afternoon. During an hour-lo-
ng one-on-one between the two
leaders— followed by delegation
levels talks —-India made it clear
that it supported neither the pro-
posed US action against Iraq hor
Washington’s initiative to repla-
ce President Saddam Hussein.
India added that Baghdad
was not averse to discussing wi-

th UN secretary general Kofi An-
nan the issue of sending arms
inspectorstolrag, “Scape for fur-
ther discussion on this issue ex-
ists and military option is not a
solution tothe problem.” foreign
ministry spokesperson Nirupa-
ma Rao said while hriefing re-
parters about today’s meeting.

Delhi did not faveur outside
intervention in bringing about a
change in the lragi leadership.
she added. “I1 is an issue which
has to be decided by the people of
Irag.”

The West Asia imbroglio

also came up during the talks |

between Sinha and al-Shara on
upgrading and strengthening bi-
lateral ties. Thev agreed that re-
sumpiion of dialogue be{ween
the Israelis and Palestiniang
oniy could iead to a solution to
the problem.
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NEW DELHL, AUG. 9. Tndlia has decided to push
for memberghip of the six-nation Shanghai
Cooperation®Crganisation (SCO) irrespec-
tive of whether or not Pakistan is granted
entry into the China-led $CO.

According to sources, Iadia has been lob-
bying for entry into the SCO for sometime
now and has received support from Russia,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgystan and Ta-
jikistan.

During the recent visit of the Kyrgyz Pres-
ident, Askar Akaev, to New Delhi “both
sides” noted the SCO's contribution as a
regional organisation. "“The Kyrgyz delega-
tion, considering the assertive role that In-
dia plays in international and regional
relations expressed the view that the partic-
ipation of India in the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation would contribute to the
growth of this organisation’s potential,” a
joint press statement said after Mr. Akaev's
visit.

According to sources, while India’s case

%

By Amit Baruah

~_ India lobbying for entry
into Shanghai group ¢/

for entry imto the SCO has received wide
support, Bm]mg_, is so far silent on the issue,
Given the fact that it is China, which took
the lead in the creation of the organisation
and all matters relating w it are to be decid-
ed by consensus. Beijing's position on In-
dia's case could well prove to be the
clincher. As is known, Pakistan too is keen
on SCO membership.

Given China's close ties with Pakistan, it
is highly unlikely that India would gain en-
try before Pakistan — at best the two may
be admilted together.

India. it would appear, has noted the an-
ti-terrorist orientation of the $CO, which is
an extension of what was known as the
“Shanghai Five’ initiative.

At its last summit meeting held in June
this year in St. Petershurg, Russia, the SCO
denounced terrorist acts,

“The struggle against terrgrism has to be
conducted on the basi%‘ms and prin-
ciples of internationajAaw, it must not be
identified with the s¢fuggle against any reli-
gion, countries prnation States, it must he

YRF INDU
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free from hias and double standards,” the
June declaration had said.

For its purt, India has realised that it is in
its interest to be a part of the SCO, an orga-
nisation, which has still 1o realise its poten-
tial.

[slamist terrorism is a major concern for
all its members. China, for instance, faces
separatist forces in Xinjiang province — an
issue, which it categorises as terrorism.

India, for its part, has its own concerns
about Islamist terrorism; whether it is in
jammu & Kashmir or in the Centrad Asian
region.

Interestingly, the Chinese are confronted
with a new situation in Central Asia — that
of the long-term presence of American
troops in the region in the post-September
11 scenario.

The Chinese were keen that the United
States should accept that action against the
Xinjiang separatists should be seen as part
and parcel of the broader war against ter-
rovism.

That, however, has not happene/(h-
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Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Taking strong ob-
jection to US Secretary of
State Colin Powell’s remarks
on Jammu and Kashmir, op-
pasition parties in the Lok
Sabha charged on Tuesday
that this “intervention” in In-
dia’s internal affairs had been
brought about by the NDAs
“weak-kneed” policy and its
subservience to America.

Mr Powell's remarks that
Kashmir was on the interna-
tional agenda and his sugges-
tion for international ob-
servers for the forthcoming
J&K elections also came in for
strong condemnation from
NDA allies like the Samata
Party, the Trinamul Congress
and the Telugu Desam Party,
which urged the government
to respond strongly to these
“objectionable statements”,

L.ed by Congress chief
whip Priyvaranjan Dasmun-
shi, angry opposition mem-
bers said Mr Powell's re-
marks were nothing but a
“slur on India’s sovereighty ™,
adding that India should
make it clear to the US and
the entire international com-
munity  that Jammu and
Kashiir was an integral
part of the country and that
the Indian governmment was
competent enough to conduct
elections in the border state.
The opposition also took um-
brage at the fact that the gov-
ernment had not made any
statement in parliament re-
garding Mr Powell’s visit,

Opposition  leaders de-

W

manded that Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee clarify
India’s position, spell out the
country's J&K policy and
come out with a comprehen-
sive response to Mr Powell's
remarks.

Regponding to an im-
promptu discussion on Mr
Powell's remarks during zero
hour, minister of state for ex-
terpal affairs Digvijay Singh
assured the angry opposition
parties that the government
would not compromise onh
the country’s sovereighty
“Jammu and Kashmir is an
integral part of India,” he re-
iterated. adding that India
was very firm on this and
had made it clear to the in-
ternational community on
several occasions.

As for My Powell's state-
ment calling for a free and
fair poll in J&K, Mr Singh
said said nobody should har-
bour doubts about “our” elec-
tion system and added that
frec and fair polis had been
held in the country for the last
five decades. Recalling how a
powerful Prime Minister like
Indira Gandhi had been hum-
bled in the election arena, Mr
Singh said this was possible
because of the effectiveness of
the electoral system.

Mr Singh also rejected the
opposition charge that 1ndi-
andiplomacy had failed. stat-
ing that Mr Powell had actu-
ally supported india’s consis-
tent stand that the outstand-
ing issues between India and
Pakistan should bhe resolved
bilaterally. 4
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India, US view
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J&K e]ectlons \;
differently ..

By Manoj Joshi
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Since September
last year, New Delhi and
Washington have been work-
ing together in dealing with
terrorism. Despite dismay at
Pakistan’s new-found impor-
tance in Washington, India
has accepted the US role and
advice in reselving the Kash-
mir prohlem and dealing
with (he Pakistani belliger-
onee,

But there are important
differences between the two,
especially in dealing with
Rashmir. Some were visible
on Sunday when S secre-
tary of state Gen Colin Pow-
ell declared that the TS want-
ed Thdia to go ahead with the
Kashmir elections, accept in-
dependent observers and re-
leage political prisoners.

The way the US sces it, the
clections are the first step in
the process of resolving the
Kashmir problem. ‘Their
quick econclusion will help
New Delhi in pulling back its
forees that remain massed on
the horder and reduce ihe
risk of an Indo-Pakistan con-
flict. It will also aid in the fi-
nal  step- an uninhibited
Indo-I*ak dialogue that is
needed to settle the dispute.

India’s compulsions are
different. Elections, especial-
Iy those in which domestic
separatists participate. will
heln in marginalising Pak-
istan and winning back the
hearts and minds of  the
alienated Valley populace. A
few of those willing to stake
their lives in the process have
signalled that they could do
so if they were held minus
the Abdullahs, which means
postponing the poll date.

Some officials in New Del-
hi are inelined to agree with

-
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this since they want ap op-
portunity to clean up sorhe af
the human rights mess made
by the National Conference
government and provide a
modicum of governance that
is needed to showcase the
elections to the people of the
Valley and individual,
though not institutional, ob-
servers, New TDelhi doesn’t
want to forgo the opportunity
that comes ance in five vears
to root vul separatist senti-
ment in the state. |

Washington's compulsions
arise from a wider regional
perspective and it appears
willing not to look too closely
at the ‘free and fair’ element.
With the compulsion to certi-
fy another poll, that is in Pak-
istan in October, the US is not
likely to apply too exacting a
definition on what consti-
tutes a ‘free and fair” potl.

Gen Powell's visit has not
come up with anything dra-
matic, but it was not likely to.
The time for theatrics has
gone and Gen Powell is not
that kind of a man, anyway

His principal message to
New Delhi has been to get on
with the elections in Kash-
mir, complete the process of
de-escalation and resume a
dialogue with Pakistan. Re-
ports that the government of
India was angry with the US
were exaggerated.

The General was feted by
South Block and received by
the Prime Minister and his
new depuly

Minus the United States.
New [elhi has few options
left in dealing with Pakistan.
An unprecedented military
huild-up and a threat of war
have not helped to curb Pak
istan's support to Kashmir's
insurgents.

There is areported decline
in infiltration, but this is
something difficult to assess.
since such terrorists don't
usttally leave their calling
cards as they sneak through
the  notoriously ffricult
terrain. e
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By Our Diplomatic Correspaondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 28. India today made it clear that it
would not allow international observers o either
investigate or certify the coming elections in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, The Tareign Office spokesper-
son told presspersons that india did not object w
diplomats or others visiting Jammu and Kashmir
on an individual basis. Whosoever was able to
obtain visas for India could travel to the State, she
stressed,

fiiterpreting the remarks made on observers by
the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, at bis
press conference today, the spuokesperson
claimed that the General did not make a pitch tor
international observers. She made it clear that
NGOs would not be permitted to monitor the
elections. This position had been conveved 1o all
nterlocutors, inciuding the United States.

Referring to the meeting between the Prime
Jinister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and Gen. Powell,
he spokesperson said Mr. Vajpayee conveyed o
1m that infiltration across the line of Control

foreign observers ®'

New Delhi not to allow _ .

SN

BORN

was continuing. Pakistan had also net dismantied
the infrastructure of werrorism.

Indiaz was committed 10 holding free and fair
elections In Jammu and Kashinir bat i was nec-
essary 10 bring down the fevels of vielence there.
Artempis to sabotage the elections, she said,
must not be permitted to succeed. Any dialogue
with Pakistan would depend on the policies it
pursued — bow it dealt with infiltration and the
dismantjing of the terrorism infrastructure. She
made it clear that India would closely monitor
Pakistan’s approach to the elections.

Lhuring the discussions Gen. Powell had with
his Indian interlocutors woday (which included
the Deputy Prime Minister, LK, Advani, and the
Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister, Brajesh
Mishra) theve was a clear effort not to allow indo-
1.8, relations to be circumscribed by Indo-Pak.
issues,

Asked if the General had been prescriptive in
his fairly detailed comments on e situation in
the sub-continent, the spokesperson said no -
such attempt had been detected.

29 Jo12m
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It is encou

terrorism,

By Our Special Ci)res;;mndcm

NEW DELHI, JULY 19. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party is beginning 1o
get disillusioned with the Unit-
ed States and is no Jonger will-
ing 10 go along with the view
that the world's only superpow-
er is able to or interested in put-
ting an  end to  terrorism
emanating from Pakistan.

The party spokesperson, Vi-
jay Kumar Malhotra, could not
have been more forthright
when he said today that the
American “clean chit to Pakis-
tan (afier the latest massacre in
Jamru} amoeunted to encour-
agemenl of terrorism by the
United States.”

Expressing  his  disappoint-

" met that the 11.8. had rejected
©the Indian demand that Pakis-

tan be declared 4 terrorist state,
Mr, Malhotra said his party re-
gretied that the American atti-
ude towards terrorism rocted
m Afghanistan and  tesrerism
emanaling from Pakistan was
different. The meaning was

+ clear, the Al-Qaeda had targeted

Ametica and was therefore wor-
thy of being declared enemy
number one, while Pakistani
terroTist groups were targeting
india and could, therefore, be
ignored,

Mr. Malhotra said India knew
that it had to fight its own battie
against terrorism (and not de-
pend on the United States or
anvhody else to do this).

Clearly, bis statement today
indicated (although this was not
said) that the party is beginnihg

1o see thal the Centre's per-

\X\’\ PR
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ceived dependgnce on the 1.5
as the commander of the global
fight against terrotism is begin-
ning 0 be politically
counter-productive.

On the issue of legislation on
electoral reforms, Mr. Malhotra
said the BIP had given its sup-
gestions on the proposed bill in
writing to the Law Minister, fa-
na Krishnamurthi. The pariy
was hasically in agreement with
the proposed legislation. After
the Bihar development in which
a Minister was convicted o
murder (and, therefore, force
toresign), Mr. Mathotra felt tha
the bill had become urgent. |
would put a brake on the pey
ception that politicians wer
not willing to end criminalisa
tion of pelitics.

It's for EC to
decide: Naidu

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, JULY 1. "It is for the
Election Commission to decide
when to heold elections and for
the people of Gujarat to judge
who they should bless with a
mandate’, the Chief Minister, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, told news-
persons here on Friday, when
they sought his reaction 1o the
Modi Government’s decision to
dissoive the Gujarat Assembly
and go for a snap polt.Mr. Naidu
recalled how the TDP had stoutly
oppased such a move by the BJP
at the height of communal dis-
_urbances in that State.
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\ . \,\ 2 By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JULY 15. The United States Secre-
tary of\state, Colin Powell, telephoned the
FExternal Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
late fast ijght (o express his condolences on
Saturday’s terrorist attavk.

Gen. Powell joined Lhe British Foreign
Secrelary, Jack Straw, and the French For-
cign Minister, Dominigue Villepin, in per-
sonally calling Mr. Sinha to condemn the
incident,

Sources said that Gen. Powell toid Mr.
Sinha that the 1.5 would continue to pres-
_sure Pakistan on reining in terrorist outfits
St could be involved in the Jammu

MASSACre.

The Danish presidency of the European
Union alse strongly condemned the sense-
less attack on innocent civilians which took
place near Jammu.

“The Luropean Union deplores the loss
of lives and expresses its condolences with
the bereaved families and the Government
of India. The attack underscores the impor-
tance of the international community com-
ing together in the fight against terrorism
wotldwide,” a release issued here said.

Japan, too, has used phraseology similar
to the HEuropean Unjon in condemning the
Killings. “The Government of Japan ex-
presses its deepest condolences to the vie-
tirns, the bereaved famifies, and the people
of India.” the Japanese statement said.

“The Government of Japan resolutely
condemns terrorism in any fornm as we re-
confirmed in our Japan-india Joint Decla-
ration, signed by Japanese and Indian

Prime Ministers in Tokvo, on December 10,
2001, it added. The condemnation of the
dastardly killings, (hough imporant, has
become a ritual especially after the Septem-
ber 11 lerrorist attuck in New York and
Washington. While their condemnation is
importantin itself, the Jammmu killings place
under the spotlight of the diplomatic ap-
preach o Pakistan and Kashimir 1o be taken
by New Delhi as well as the American-led
Western world.

As the Government statement on Jamimu
is awaired in Parliament, it is becoming in-
creasingly evident that there is only that
much that the U.S,, Britain, the E.U. and
Japan can do to pressure Pakistan further,

Undoubtedly, Pakistan and its President,
Pervez Musharral, have had to withdraw
from openly backing the Kashmir “jebad”
as he did soon after taking power in Octo-
ber 1994, following the diplomatic pressure
mounted by India threugh the .S, and its
allics. But a “permanent end” to infiltra-
tion, which has been quite rightly soughi by
india, is quite another thing.

In the post-September 11 world, sup-
porters of violence, to achieve any aim, are
unlikely to make much headway as Gen.
Musharraf may have found. I[nstitutional
support to terrotism from Pakistan has def-
initely come under pressure, but this could
well be a 1actical shift 1o appease the U.S.
and its allies, Given the diplomatic mea-
sures already taken against Pakistan follow-
ing the December 13 attack on Parliament
House, India mav lind that there is not

. JAMMU KILLINGS / POWELL CALLS UP SINHA

Spotlight on diplomatic options

much to “add™ as far as punitive diplomacy
is concerned. While any drawdowr of these
punitive measures may well be on hold tol-
lowing Saturday’s carnage, the 1.5 and
their allies will also have to strerch their
diplomatic initiatives 1o keep up the pres-
sure on Pakistan on the issue of terrovism.

The killing of French technicians and the
attack on the U.S. consulate in Karachi also
indicate that the regrouping “jehadis™ are
directing their ire towards internal, Pakista-
ni targets in a big way.

Yhe General will definitely point to this
“problem” that he is facing when he meets
with top British and American visitors to
Islamabad in the near future,

The debate on whether Gen. Musharraf
and the Inter-Services Intelligence (180 -
rectorate are in o position o control the
movement of cach and every “jehadi” ele-
ment will prove 10 be an endiess one.

For America and its Western allies, Puakis-
tan is a key element in the battie against the
Al-Qaeda and in possible initiatives o nab
Osama bin f.aden and Muliah Omar.

While backing the indian position, it re-
mains to be seen how far the Western world
is prepared to go in pressuring Gen. Mush-
arraf on Kashmir without jeopardising Pa-
kistani support 10 the ongoing aperations
against Al-Qaeda within Pakistan.

Pakistani credibility on what it does and
claims not to do in Kashmir may be cx-
tremely low, but India could well realisc
that putting all the eggs in the Western dip
lomatic basket may not vield the desired
results in curbing terrorism.



“Sinha to visit

. £y
By Amit Baruah Q, A

NEW DELHI, JULY 9. The Bxternal
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, will pay an official visit 1o Sri
Lanka and the Maldives from
July 10 to 12,

It comes just atter a visit by
the $ri Lankan Prime Minister,
Ranil Wickremesinghe, to New
Delhi last month, “This visit re-
flects the importance that the
Government of India attaches
to enhancing bilateral relations
with  neighbouring  countries
and to the premotion of good
neighbourliness and enhanced
economic  cooperaiion,”  the
spokesperson for the Txternal
Affairs  Ministry  announced
today.

This will be the Hrst foreign
tour by Mr. Sinha since (aking
over his new assignment. e
will first travel to the Mualdives
and then (o Sri lanka.

Asked whether Mr. Sinha's
visit was 1o have been undertak-
en by Jaswant Singh carlier, the
spukesperson said: I think in
buth these cases invitations had
been there for our Minister 10
visit and we have decided to im-

o LC\ ™

plement these proposals. But 1
think the fact that our Minister
has assumed charge last week
provides a certain sense of fur-
ther importance... (o these vis-
its.”” To a question on what
message Mr, Sinha would con-
vey 1o the Sri Lankan leadevship
on the ongeing peace process in
that country, she said, “we will
bhe expressing our continuing

support for the restoration of

peace and stability in that is-
land pation und the ongoing
process of dialogue.” She spe-
cifically referred to the support

that India had extended to Sri
Lanka's territorial integrity and
sovereignty.

On the apparent
steam in the peace process, she
said 1 don't think 1 should
make a pronouncement on the
manner in which the process is
going forward except to under-
fine the support we have ex-
pressed for it and the fact that
we continue to moniter tha
process  as o nelghbouring
country, as a close friend and
partiver of Sri Lanka.”

e visit, she said, would en-
able New Delhi 1o acquire an
up-to-date assessment of what
was happening in the dialogue
pProcess,

Asked  whether Mr. Sinha
would raise the issue of the In-
dian request to o extradite the
LITE leader, Velupillai Prabak-
aran. in connection with the Ra-
jiv {randhi assassination case,
she said the request tor extradi-
tion "continued 1o stand™. The
request had been operational
since June 1995, Ir had been re-
newed on “various occasions”
since then — the last occasion
being us recently as April 2002,

lack aof

Maldives, Sri Lanka

Fhere had been no change in
New Delhi's policy or approach
towards the extradition request

Mhe spokesperson was cate-
gorical that India would not get
involved in the S Lankan
peace process as had heen pro-
pused by Mr. Prabakaran at his
press conference  earlier  this
vear.

During his visit. Mro Sinha
will continue the economic dia-
logue since the inception ol the
India-Sri Lanka  Frece  Trade
Agreement (FIA) Talks to re-
view the FUA were held in June
in Delhi and in Colombo carlier
this month. A task force is being
set up to evolve an “FTA I and
Beyvond™ agreement.

In a separate development,
the spokesperson  announced
that the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
harl Vajpayvee, had sent a mess-
age of condolence to the Adghan
leader, Tanid Karzai, tollowing
the assassination of the conn
ry's Vice-President, Taji Aldul
Oadir. Mr. Vajpayvee said that
Haji Qadir’s assassination was
an effort by hostile forees 1o
promote mstability and intoler-
ance in Afghanistan,
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Saurabh Shukla (( ',
New Delhi, July 8 3" \)\

THE MINISTRY of External Af-
fairs may get a more professional
look with its new Minister Yash-
want Sinha taking charge today,

Taking a cue from his experi-
ence in the Ministry of Finance
where he had constituted an in-
formal advisory group of finan-
cial experts and business lead-
ers. Sinha may also seek some
expert opinion on foreign policy
and strategic issues by constitut-
ing an experts panel of advisers.

Talking to Hindustarn Times,
Sinha described his movement
to South Block as a transfer.

“Experts will continue to play
a role and I will endeavour to
continue with that practice in
the Ministry of External Affairs.
The advantage is that there is in-
house expertise in the foreign of-
fice of the Indian Foreign Ser-
vice, which we will utilise, be-
sides, T would also look for ad-
vice from former diplomats and
strategic experts,” he said.

He said while in Foreign Of-
fice he will stress on teamwork
and building a team. “Foreign
office deals with country in to-
tality..the proactive approach
will continue...as far as foreign
policy is concerned it is a mat-

AP PHOTO

Yashwant Sinha and Digvijay Singh hug after taking charge of their new

offices in Delhi on Wednesday.

ter of consensus and it is not
partisan and opposition will he
taken into confidence this will

continue,” he said.
After assuming his office in
South Block accompanied by his

e m e

.Sinha to form a
e

dvisory panel

Deputy, Digvijay Singh and For-
cign Secretary Kanwal! Sibal.
Sinha struck a note of caution
during his interaction with the
media and said, "We need to be
very, very careful in our dealings
with General Musharrat., He
tried to backtrack from his as-
surance noi once but three to
four times,” he said.

The new External Affairs
Minister said, “Incidents in the
past two to three davs have
proved that the situation has
gone back to same as before Mav
24 when Musharraf had prom-
ised not to allow export of ter-
rorism trom Pakistani scil.
Quite clearly, we are looking not
only at the assurances of Pak-
istann  that infiltration from
across the border will be perma-
nently stopped. But we are look-
ing for visible and credible signs
of that action,” he asserted.

He also firmly ruled out any
third party mediaticn in Jammu
and Kashmir and said that the
situation remain unchanged on
the question of sending a High
Commissioner to Pakistan.

Yashwant plans to pressure
Pakistan to stop cross-border in-
filtration through what he de-
seribes as cconomic diplomacy:
Another priority is a permanent

Security Council seat for Tndia. /

UMD T N Ty

R



e 13410 3yl

U0 poOYINUqUSBU pUE pLUey JUo A uo
‘adoiny 01 LONUANE 15]RAIR BUYY) Ylim
san Surpuedxs pue Suwadaap jo yser Ap
-2838 g MO[s 21 Buinsind gy g (i
LSuumigag Mau,, dyl jo  winiusiuaw
ayy dn durdosy ‘umspied 1w Buleep
— yse1 aepawsy s1y Juowy Aseutopd
-Ip JMIOUOO3 yim A ‘adeiuea
-DB 1IUNSIP SU0 Ylm LTS BUUL T
TRUNOLDY ZBIY ‘PRQRILURIS] U] DUEBY Uk
-1puy ue i wawsdedua ue uvaw Uay}
N 1 — Anunuodde sng 108 [pm Agng
-adoy feqrs I a0 131 Palsal asey
pmom 1By yse v — uediamon um
-SIyed 194 IIv 20B0JRIP 0ALURISQOS B 1K
aBedus 01 3ouryd v 108 Jou pIp oys souI
1B 8I131] JO IM¥f oU J0j amateg uloiog
JY1 JO IAPRI] S8 a(0I IaY Ul YRSy 1198
-S® AJNg 10U PIp '$O1ILID A[QBIRYDUIN 1Dy
JO $9A3 ayy at ‘puw ajgord mol e patssjard
Jad) enjoyn ‘Areiaioeg udolog Sued
-0 ay) y3noys ‘ised 1uaal Ayl i UdAR
0§ sem sIL uswafueire Zunsixs ayl
Jo Aimupuod pagsier Aenues 9y uo
— wou apy afueyd o) ydwane ou apew
ay “Armaloag udiaio jo 1sod ayy 01 pa
-IBAS[D §EM LIDL) JO L0 UM Y HI0m
3O YIB] S IAA0 AI0S 1{A] SIUBIDIIAG A

ased a0 UL SHUNT 1Y STIBIALIOE DaXIOM
-lapun pue Cunyy pEsuny  Auipeaids
£Ie1a100g UBRIGH POXIOMEIIAD UR —
aprzads Addeyun ue usaq sey 1 sl
feanuoesd U SiRAA O} I9AC SIUALLLOD
JnsTED J0 10elgns B uaeq sBY — Wal
10 995 218 AI0YL — SIIRIAINASG Ay pur
WY U32MIBY FIOM JO UONNGLISTP a2y
‘AIBIDINGG USIO104 3i{1 JO asey 2y ug
IMqequiy
Ul $$300115 L0918 §,2qedngy 14aqoy uo
UIN21 3 DI 2UL] 313) JO SIUIJIP BJISSIN 10J
suejd ‘g 2y 01 Boddns Sutaunouur
ssourduwrord ayy -— SadUR)SUL [RISARS AT
213U "APISE Paysniq sem 10 Kjdam aup
13Ald 100 10 133N0S 10U SIS SBM ad1A
-pe 19Ul 184l Sulas) ayl 108 sulepuews
AoyI() UA@AI0] Y 'SUDISEIDO OIIOS Un
ased ayy u) £)as01 paydlem aq [jim 18181
-UTAL SIBY [RUERIXT MU 1)) O 3415 a1
— Axerneaing syl pue ssoq (eaiiod aga
tudamiag uorzenba ay) — eate auo ujg
"SIINSAL NIIIUOD JULO0S PAAIIL PBY pUe
‘saarrenuf 10§ adoas a1otu jof v uonauy
01 aouds Iapim yonus B pey yiuig tuem
~$Bf 1N ‘8sed Ade uf "qol sjQepusunnod
B pIp 3y — uelsned sbep-n-erg yim
andojElp ayl ul 'adURISUl I0) — SISED
ATUOS T 10J douruLiopad s aaked{ua 1w

UL sttt SIQUILIBLLD S @ 00 si2w
'FSI00D 1O ST TP 01U 1 SoepsL
HEBYY sUY 0P (OISIUIN SHRYY (BUL1X]
uayy) sadrdlea gy S30p wysm ) L0009
SXO (AIMBLag UB1A104 Udyl) vigal tede|
‘faod udaror sarepnuaaoy eyqiimiogy
() IRSA(] IHRIOW IOPUN U UBAOR
Aeg eledr{ M jo omuar ayl Supnp
IWIURIER J6 [[BH [enl3) 9] Ui Spunoy
Yl op 0 pasn Imyr ool ' st oy
poade ag 10U |jIm
Aotrod udialof w Anminieos e 1saddns
01 1Ny 1Y 01 aNp Ipaty oyl iy Auap
01 10U 81 SIUL AkS o] smpredde pas-dm
o111 Jo crerp) e ued jenuasso ue - - aed
2 g sapyad jO JateLy {08 M A sEM
2l "qol SIgepaId ¥ Pip pue — pajesado
YIS Juemse( (A YT JIOMILEL ST U
-t ses ] saionjod aoipid o uoneiuows
-BYClir UL SOWIHIALIOS pue sulsod ol
duwdeys w ol Jofew ¢ pased sey i9)
SSIUHA SULLLG D11 1] e o tepaeed
Ui — 4131 WASAS ) JO Buuonoung syl
TUTIODOY GIUY YR LU 0P SUOHSIAl ey
ASE OUM IS0 JURISDIRG L)W dfyston
-B1a1 ayy o Bujpuey oy ai pamadye ag
s © peys jonunuod aegs g p-oxd
Ayl Apminaiied SUOHRNMUO Mal oy}
(ITAA SUBWIUBISSE ML 3U] JO S3IEILIUL

0098 01O ubl8104 MoOo-mau, v

A IMERID 01 3R o BUULG TuRM
SUREA AN A aHueyg ag o suopedd
oy mege saep oy Suddem doaag pey

sanduoc) suewwsidp yons se pue paed |

-onur sea deas au g pasesegdws oyl
3 01 spaau g wiod ojdwis ¢ st sugg,
qsed a1 ul B aues Iyl
A4 SUPSSudSL fou Arw sassazoad uon
-eRRIEEIUL 3L pue ARSIt agy o Sug
SHOLDUNY AL 1AgEp SIS (2O P

10 SO o) 16X By ), 11 W sadaeyo

Anjod jo suds 105 oo o1 ssapuiod
3 fHAY I ROISIOP SROISUGD B 10 1Nsal
M ou stm edueyy Ay o Aeror o
i 01 20110 vd1310,4 9y wioay
YA uease | ool puR siEgy [eaza;
X4 0] 20U WN RYDIS 1A 1yAnoIg
et dems v fuiaoaal euigey uotug
AT IO IINYS T M PARIIUIOD ¥
SN ILEOS BapIDOP MRS udialod jo
GBI U 1) DURID JO J2)IRLT ¢ Bulag
IEARM ey paueld seay 10 IR LON e
U [RMUEY OPRA DANRAISIERUPE Mall e
PUE UG ewgse PRay eanijod mau
VI i asid oy sEse dod otp e 4ooj
aar apnapdiaod v a8 ooy udmiod ayt
P Ised i L APURY 2 ATRF IHIAA MIN

Ay MY Ag

3 /«X

\ﬁ./ e

A

b
ko v \G‘ ey

THRE HiInry



/ﬁ1e Jas-Y

\,/ A / r

ash switch

Foreign policy is too vital to be left to the

roclivities of individuals

o
E & change in ministerial
posts brings with it many in-
evitable guestions, Which way
would India’s foreign policy head
with Yashwant Sinha at its helm is
one that would naturally excite cu-
riosity, not just in India but in the
capitals of the world. We in this
country tend to personalise most 1s-
sues and there is, therefore, the ten-
dency to see our foreign policy in
terms of personalities, whether they
be Nehru, Indira, Rajiv, Gujral or
Jaswant Singh. The truth, however,
is that it remains the country’s for-
eign policy, although it may carry the
imprint of the person who had
helped shape 1t Jaswant Singh's
tenure will. no doubt, go down as
one of the most successful ones,
where a complete tumaround in re-
lations with the greater powers was
achieved in a vervshort time.
Foreign policy, in essence. is all
about protecting, sustaining and fur-
thering national interests. And these
can be broadly categorised as eco-
nomic andfor security interests which
could well present contradictory
choices at times. But it is extremely
important that a binding synergy is
maintamed berween them at ol
times. The high point of this synergy in
recent years came during the Kargi!
war three years ago; and now once
again in the war-like sttuation after
December 13, where the threat and
use of mikitary force was strongly
meshed into diplomacy to achieve
politica goals. But while things have

oA

been managed well in actual evaats,
institutionally we have not moved to-
ward managing these various strands
effectively and knitting them into a
whole, For example, the section in
the external affairs ministry dealing
with international and naticnal secu-
rity affairs is both grossly under-
staffed and over-worked.

After Monday's reshuffle alt eyes
will now be on Yashwant Sinha, the
man who will now occupy Jaswant
Singh's chair in South Block. He
comes in at a time when India’s rela-
tions with almost all nations, with
the exception of Pakistan, are on an
even keel. Certainly it would be a
mistake to regard him a novice in
the world of diplomacy, having han-
dled complex economic issues in the
international arena. He is obviously
conversant with our economic inter-
ests and must have attended more
cabinet meetings dealing with secu-
rity and foreign palicy issues than

-any other {inance minister in the

past. In any ¢ase, we must remern-
ber that we are not living in me-
digval times. A modern nation-state
must of necessity rely on an exten-
sive institutional system to carry out
the complex tasks of foreign policy.
The new minister would have the
complete institution of the external
atfairs ministry at his disposal; and it
15 10 be hoped that he will respect
the professional advice given to him.
Foreign policy is far too important
to be left to the individual prefer-
ences and proclivities of ministers.
/
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No de-escalation
~for now: Delhi

) Stats‘ﬁman News Service
]

NEW DELHI, June 17. — India
today said it was premature to talk
about de-escalation on the indo-
Pak border despite the “percep-
tible change” in Pakistan’s atti-
tude. India also emphasised that
there was no room for a third
party or regional crganisations
like Saarc in settling bilateral
issues, Delhi has assured that it
would not be found wanting in
“responding ~ positively”  to
concrete steps taken by Pakistan.

The foreign ministry spokes-
person, Mrs Nirnpama Rao, said
the perceptible change in
Islamabad’s attitude “has not yet
provided us with the comfort of
thinking that this is a permanent
shift”.

India has welcomed Pakistan’s
assurances regarding disman-
tling infrastructure of terrorist
ouifits, “but we need to see and
ascertain how best Pakistan
wranslates these assurances into
action on the ground”, She said
the withdrawal of troops would
depend on how the situation
unfolded on the guestion of
infiltration and cross-border
ferronismnt.

“You have a situation on the
LoC and in the Valley where
there have been continuous
attempts by Pakistan-backed

- -l

ﬁus regard

Ahmed Khan sard — P'I‘I

elememq to violate  the
atmosphere of stability there.”

India, she said, has received
“indications” that Pakistan
would  take  action to
permanently quell, control and
eliminate their capabilities for
supporting terrorism.

Asked about suggestions that
Saarc could play a role in
resolving problems between the
two countries, Mrs Rao said it
had  been  “clearly and
unambiguously conveyed” to the
visiting Bangladeshi foreign
minister, Mr Morshed Khan,
that all Indo-Pak bilateral issues
can be discussed only between
the two countries.The Indian
position was accepted by the
Bangladeshi side, she said.

'Pullback desirable: P

A }une 17— Emphasismg that an.'
- Indo-Pak  troops from the: border ‘wa
Cistan: mday said it wauid recxprmate anys

“ban on 1ts aircraﬂ and withdrawal Gf warsiups '

4, Pakistan sdid it was' consideting opening its
its. “Onge India withdraws its forces; we will:
¢ gestire. T think ft is a very desirable €
ne immediately. We were obliged to send ou
: itions only in d4-defensive ‘posture aft lia
dcp}oyad its “forces” the: forelgn ofﬁcc spokesman M Aziz

18 )

Mr Khan today met the Prime
Minister, foreign minister and
the national security adviser, Mr
Brajesh Mishra.

The Bangladesh Minister
arrived from Pakistan yesterday
on his mission to impress on the
two countries the need to lower
tensions and resume their dialo-
gue o address owtstanding issues,

The issue of North-east
insurgent groups operating in
Bangiadesh also came up during
the parleys.

Both sides agreed on the need
to intensify measures to check
infiltration but recognise the
impediments coming in the way
of effectively stoppfng this in
view of the 409,64%m long
porous burder,

i 2002
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By Our Correspondent

JAMMU, JUNE 16. The Bharatiya
Janata Party president, K. Jana
Krishnamurthy, today accused
the western powers, including
the United States, of adopting
different policies towards Pakis-
tan and India. Addressing a
press conference here, he said
in a reference to the (0.8, that it
was an irony that the country
which was leaving no stone un-
turned to convince India to ipi-
tiate  diplomatic ties with
Pakistan was itselt closing down
its consulate in that country fol-
lowing a terrorist attack.

He said picus methods and
words were not enough to end

terroristn in Pakistan. [t would
only be possible if stringent
steps were taken, and the Pakis-
tan President, General Pervez
usharraf, must realise this.
Describing India’s campaign
against terrorism as successful,
Mr.  Krishnamurty said  the
country’s efforts had certainly
succeeded in convincing  the
world about its concern for ter-
rorism which had killed thou-
sands of innocent people.
Asked about the increased
U.S. intervention in the country,
he said, "Now the U.S. is on our
side in our fight against 1error-
ism as they have realised the

Accusing she Left parties of
adopting an  “anti-national
agenda”, he said their opposi-
tion to AP.J. Abdul Kalam's
candidature for the President’s
post was haseless. To become
the country’'s President one
need not be a constitutional ex-
pert. Even the Congress had ac-
cepted Dr. Kalam’s nomination,
he added.

About the BIP's choice for the
post of Vice-President, he said
the party, along with the other
coalition partners, would dis-
cuss about the likely candi-
dates. Till now, no decision had
been taken in this respect.

Attacking the Congress Presi-
dent. Sonia Gandhi, for her

|

ground realities  prevailing
here.”
E Lk '
.
i

West adopting dual policy: BJP "

G\’

statements in Gujarat, the BJP
president said they showed that
she was still politically immua-
ture.

Asked il there was any change
in the BjP’s stand on autonomy
for Jammu and Kashmir, he said
the Prime Minister had already
stated that he was ready to dis-
cuss the autonomy report al-
though the party was opposed
to the autonomy which the
Chief Minister, Farcoq Abdul-
lah, was demanding.

Mr. Krishnamurthy said the
BJP was preparing for the As-
sembly polls in J&KX and an elec-
tion committee at the State and
Central levels had been consti-
tuted to decide on the candi-

dates. P
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ust as it happened during the

Kargil settlement three years

ago, New Delhi’s terms for dif-

fusing the latest India-Pakistan

crisis were set out by national
security adviser and principal secre-
tary to the prime minister, Brajesh
Mishra, With a clarity which has been
part of Mishra’s public persona since
his famous enunciation of the Indian
position in the United Nations on the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 33
years ago as South Block's permanent
representative in New York, Mishra
drew the lnkshmanrekha on Kashmir
during his one-day air-dash to Moscow
from Almaty last week. The media
blitz around the high profile involve-
ment of the United States of America’s
envoys, Donald Rumsfeld and Richard
Armitage, has somewhat obscured the
important role that Russia played in
lowering the temperature in south
Asia in the last few days.

A crucial 10-minute meeting on
Thursday between Mishra and the
Russian president, Viadimir Putin,
who had just returned home from Al-
maty, resulted in a chain of events
without which Armitage’s visit to Is-
lamabad and New Delhi would not
have preduced any results. For the
prime minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
who had a two-hour meeting with
Putin in Almaty, it was history repeat-
ing itself. Three years ago, Bill Clinton,
another honest broker between India
and Pakistan, had created a dilemma
for Vajpayee. Clinton had invited Pak-
istan's then prime minister, Nawaz
Sharif, to the US and he wanted Vaj-
payee to join the duo in working out a
settlement on Kargil. Vajpayee could
not be seen as agreeing to Clinton’s me-
diation — or any mediation — on what
was a clear case of Pakistani invasion
of Indian territorv. Apart from the
principle involved, there was politics.
With elections just round the corner,
Sonia Gandhi would have attempted to
make electoral mince-meat of the
Bharativa Janata Party on that one
{ssue alone.

S0 it was left ta Mishra to tell Clin-
ton’s national security adviser, Sandy
Berget, why Vajpayee could not accept
the White House invitation, howsoever
well-intentioned it may have beer.
Last week, there was an uncomifortable
resurrection of the same dilemma.
This time, its author was Putin, who
asked the Indian prime minister if he
would join the Russian and Pakistani
presidents for a meeting in Moscow
similar to the one Clinton had pro-
posed in 1999.

and in making decisions he looks

to the past as a valuable guide in
his efforts to restore Russia’s glory. The
Russian president was only 13 when
the Soviet prime minister, Alexei Kosy-
gin, mediated between Lal Bahadur
Shastri and Ayvub Khan in what was

P utin is a keen follower of history,

then a breakthrongh for Soviet diplo-
macy in south Asia. Putin's personal
interest in India has grown since his
years as deputy mayor in St. Peters-
burg, and after becoming president, he
has talked to some of those still in the
Kremlin, who were associated with the
Tashkent declaration.

Vajpayee knows that Putin is eager
to play a greater role in world affairs,
and if anything was tailor-made for
that role, it was the subcontinental cri-
sis, given Moscow’s history at Tash-
kent three and a half decades ago.

fore his talks with Vajpayee, and
put it to the Pakistani president
that a trilateral Moscow summit could
be arranged. Musharraf eagerly seiz-
ed on the idea. But when the proposal
was meoted with Vajpayee, the prime
minister had exactly the same reaction
that he had when Clinton extended the
invitation to Washington three vears
ago. And vet, Putin’s enthusiasm had
to be checked without appearing to be
dismissive. After all, Russia has been
the staunchest supporter of India on
the global stage since the fight against
terrorism became everybody’s war,
and has repeatedly equated America’s
fight against terrorism post-Septem-
ber 11 with India’s own struggle
against cross-border terrorism at his
meetings with world leaders. And as
recently as last fortnight, when Pak-
istan threatened to take its crisis with
India to {he security council, Moscow
had communicated to New Delhi a
readiness to use its veto in the UNif it
came to that. ’
But these were nof the only reasons
why Mishra was detained to draw the
lakshmanrekha in Moscow. Putin’s
proposal for a trilateral summit and
Musharraf’s reaction to the idea in Al-
maty gave the Indian delegation a valu-
ahle insight into Pakistan’s thinking
on the crisis. Because Musharraf had
rushed to the media with Putin’s sug-
gestion of a trilateral peace summit in
Moscow without leaving the Russian
president — as etiquette demanded —
to announce invitations to India and
Pakistan, Vajpayee's delegation con-
cluded that India’s stern messages
were not getting through to the core of
the Pakistani establishment. By pre-
empting Putin and annoutncing the in-
vitation to himself and to Vajpayee,
Musharraf was proclaiming his gen-
uine belief that Vajpayee would not
turn down the idea of a Moscow
summit. This, in turn, signatled Pak-
istan’s beiief that India was looking
for a way out of the current military
stalemate.
That he may have been encouraged

P utin met Pervez Musharraf be-

DIPLOMACY
K.P. NAYAR

in this belief by the statements and ac-
tions of other leading nations also be-
came clear at Musharraf’s press con-
ference. He asked India to shed its
hypocrisy about third party involve-
ment in the Kashmir dispute. What are
the envoys from Britain, America, Rus-
sia and many other governments
doing if not mediating, he sarcastical-
ly asked at his press conference.

Vajpayee's team in ¥maty conclud-
ed that it was necesary to put ihe
record straight, and #at uniess this
was done, India’s mesage would not
get through to Musharaf, just as it did
not get through to Namaz Sharif dur-
ing Kargil until India sed its air force
against the Pakistaniiivaders. Then
100, it was Mishra wholirmly and per-
sistently argued for th nse of the air
force in Kargil.

So, during his tals in Moscow,
Mishra carefully outlizd the parame-
ters of Indian cooperann with the in-
ternational communitgincluding Rus-
sia, on the efforts to difise the crisis in
south Asia. He saidVajpayee was
grateful to Russia andther friends of
India for what they wexdoing to bring
peace; but a distinctia needed to be
made between intermiional involve-
ment in the current mitary crisis and
any global role in faciltating a settie-
ment between New Trhi and Islam-
ahad, India, he encuncated. was all for
an international rol in checking,

« Acting in concert

choking oft and altogether eliminat-
ing the terrorist menace coming out of
Pakistan.

India also welcomed any outside
role in aveiding a war in south Asia.
But when it came to working our any
hroader o permaneint equations with
Islamabad. third parties could have no
role. Kashmir, Siachen, Wullar bar-
rage, whatever. has to be settled bilater-

‘ Brajesh Mishra’s
Moscow parleys made
Musharraf realize that his

game was up ,

ally between India and Pakistan.
Whether it was the US, Brilain or Rus-
sia, they wili be kept out and this was
non-negotiable,

Mishra's elucidation of the Indian
position has already had. and will con-
tinue to have, very significant reper-
cussions on the course of Indo-Pak re-
lations in the months and vears to
come. An immediate fall-out of this
clarification was Musharraf's realiza-
tion that neither he nor the interna-
tional community could bend India to
suit their plans. That became clear
when the much-touted US-British pro-
posal for monitaring infiltration

as succeeded in turning terrorism and peace from bilateral to international issues

which inany case had recelived a nego-,
tive reaction from New Delhi - went
fIving out of the windme as soon s
AMishra made the Indian position clear

in Moscow
B also made Musharrval realize
that his game was up: he could
ne longer pursue his double-talk and
subterfuge. A clever survivor Mushar
raf realized that he could be the casunt-
1y of any continaing Indian hardline
stance against Pakistan. Scon afror
AMishra finished his meetings in Mos-
cow. the Russian foreicn minister lgor
Ivanov, spoke to his counterparts in
London, Paris, Tokvo and Washingron.
The contents of the brieting of the de-
fence minister: Sergei Ivianov, for
Rumsfeld. his US counerpart, in Brs.
sels the foilowing day changed consid
erably in the light of the nartonil seour
ritv adviser's tlks, The Russian for-
elgn minister’s phone ealls prepared
the ground for a 20-minute phone con-
versation between Putin and George
W Bush the tollowing day: the Kremlin
admitted thar the conversation was al-
most entirely devated to south Asia.
The Russian defence minister's
subsequentt bricfings to the media
party which accompunied him from
Moscow (o Brussels have been very re-
vealing. He said there was compiete
understanding among Russia, China
and the US on the India-Pakistan sinwie
tionr and that the three countries were
acting in concert. Therefore, Mishra's
discussions in Moscow were not Rils-
sla-centric. Thev influenced the arti-
tudes of evervone who wias trving (o
mike peace, including Armitage,
Ivanov also told Russian reporters
in Brussels that the suuth Asian sce-
nario was linked 1o Musharraf's abili-
tv to control the internal sitwation in
Pakistan. It was at acknowledgeement
that the military crisis was the direct
result of Pakistan having become the
fountainhead of  clobal terrorism
Ivanoy Dhinted that Russin, China,
India and the US were making coin-
mon cause against this terrorist threat
whe he hoped al Qaida, the Chechens
and the Uighurs ot China would i
find sheiter in Pakistan. For the Vaj-
payee goverment. it ois the second
major gain in the last tour vears in is
effor(s to tame Pakistan. Any compos-
fte diddogue with Pakistan in fuitre
will not have the same structire as pe-
fore of eight subjects oven if thobe
eight subjects may continue (o be veii-
erated i communiques.

eace. seeurihy and tervorism ore
1o longer bilarerad subjects, Now
Dedhi has suceeeded i indera-

tionalizing thiy issue. It comoes thiee
vears after the Vajpayee governnient s
earlier success of making the world ac-
cept that the line of control i sacro-
sancteven it it is not an international
bopder

ut Aishras Moscow parlevs



~ Parties welcome Ceptre’s

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH!, JUNE 10. Across the
political spectrum, parties wel-
comed the first step taken by
the Government (o ease the fn-
dia-Pakistan standoff that has
built up over the last six
months, specifically since the
terrorist attack on Parliament
last DDecember 13.

Today was one of those rare
days when both the Bharativa
Janata Party and the CPl (M}
welcomed the Government de-

cision and almost spoke in ope
voice. "The Government has
taken the step of once again ai-
lowing overflight by Pakistani
aircraft after considering all as-
pects of the ground situation. It
is, of course, good if this helps
to disperse the war clouds that
had gathered on the horizon, It
is always preferable to resolve
problems peacefully rather than
wage a war. We welcome this
step towards de-escalation of
tensions,” the BIP senior leader
and former party president,

Kushabhau Thakre, said. e
hoped that the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, “deliv-
ers on his commitment to end
cross-border terrorism.”

The CP1 (M) polithuro mem-
ber, Sitaram Yechury, expressed
happiness at the Government’s
move. However, he hoped that
the step was based on the Gov-
ernment’s own reports and as-
sessment of the situation “and
not under American pressure.”
The CPI leader, Shamim Faizi,
said “any attempt 1o restore

move

normality in India-Pakistan re- |
lations is welcome.” ;

Although no formal reaction |
to this development was avail- |
able from the Congress, the par-
ty had been emphasising the |
need to explore all diplomatic |
channels and find a peaceful so-
fution to the problem without -
compromising pational inter- |
esis. Informally, some party
leaders said that the first step |
towards de-escalation of ten- -
sion between the two )pigh-
bours was welcome.//
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SUBSTANTIVE DECLINE SEEN IN INFILTRATION
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By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHL, JUNE 8. India today
welcomed the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf’s
piedge to the United States on
ending permanentiy the
infiltration across the Line of
Control in Jammu and
Kashmir, and reaffirmed its
commitment to respond
positively in the coming days.

The External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh, today
told the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, in a
telepbone conversation that
Gen. Musharraf’s pledge is a
“step forward and in the right
direction,”

Pakistan's promise o cross-
border infiltration to the 1.5,
on Thursday was conveyed to
New Dethi by the U.S. Deputy
Secretarv of State, Richard
Armitage, yesterday and
publicised in Washington by
the Bush adminjstration.

In an official statement on
the Jaswant-Powell
conversation, the Ministry of
txternal Atfairs said the
implementation of Gen.
Musharraf’s pledge “will be
carcfuily assessed, whereafter...
India will respond
appropriately and positively.”
The statement is being seen
here as a “marker” that is
being put down by the
Government to reflect its “new
receptivity” to Gen.
Musharrat’s moves.

India's promise to respond
seems tied to an assessment of
the situation on the ground.
Although a formal assessment
is expected to take place next
week, the first reviews in the
Government indicate a
substantive and an
unambiguous decline in cross-
border infiltration in the two
weeks since the speech hy

Gen. Musharraf,

The Government is
apparently in the middie of a
debate on defining the nature
and timing of its response to
the visible decline in cross-
border infiltration, which has
also been acknowledged by

the international community,
While the sceptics point to the
pitfalls of giving “too much,
too early,” others suggest that
giving "tou little, too late”
could result in a loss of
momentumn that is building
behind the current
international efforts to defuse
the tension in the
subcontinent.
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TALLINN, ESTONIA, JUNE, 8. The United States Deputy Secretary
of State, Richard Armitage, today said that “tensions were
down measurably” between the nuclear-armed rivals India
and Pakistan, but the crisis over Kashmir was not yet over.
“When you have close to a million men glaring,

shouting, and occasionally shooting across a territory that
is 4 matter of some dispute, then [ think you couldn’t say
the crisis is over, but 1 think you can say that the tensions
are down measurahly,” Mr. Armitage told reporters here.

The willingness of Gen,
Musharraf 1o pur an end to
cross-border terrorism under
international pressure is being
viegwed here as “a significant
victory™ for the coercive
diplomacy pursued by India
since the December 13 attack
on Parliament.

The largest Indian military
mebilisation since
Independence has succeeded
in extracting pledges from
Gen. Musharraf on cross-
border terrorism without
actual use of force, and
avpiding the tremendous
bloodshed that will result from
a nuclear conflict.

in defining its response to
the latest turn of events,
Indian diplomacy appears to
have entered a "camplex,
testing end-game.” The
unfolding game of chess is
about reversing more than a
decade-old sponsarship of
terrorism by Pakistan in
Kashmir. Analysts here say
that Gen. Musharraf's pledge
to end cross-border infiltration
is 10 the Presideni of United
States and the Prime Minister
of Grear Britain, and she full
weight of the Anglo-American
powers is now behind it.

New Delhi’s response, they
add, must be designed 10
address the current intense
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Musharraf’s pledge ‘a step
s forward’, says Jaswant ...

international effort o
nuclear war in the
subcontinent. {t is expected to
make up its mind before the
U.S, Defence Secretary,
Donald Rumsteld, arrives here
next weck.

A quick goodwill gesture,
diplomatic sources here say,
would help lock Gen.
Musharraf in a process that
could Tead, step by step,
towards a de-escalation of
military tensions as well as an
end to cross-border violence,

Highly-placed Government
sources here say “India will
decide on the reciprocal steps
and calibrate them according
to our own judgment.”

These steps need to be

Vert o

“executed with some

“arithmetic precision.” they
SUEEESL.

The Government is
apparently considering a
“menu of options™ in
responding to Gen. Musharraf.
These could include
diptomatic and military
acticns that could ease the
standoff between india and
Pakistan.

New Delhi's ability to ke
carly diplomatic steps appears
10 have been constrained by
the brutal treatment meted
out to the siaffer at the Indian
High Commission, Kulwant
Singh, recently.

Analvsts here say that the
best moves [ndia could make
at this stage would be those
signalling its commitment to
peace in the region, that are
capable of bheing reversed if
India arrives at an assessiment
that Gen, Musharraf is not
tiving up to his pledge.

And that a move in pull
back some of the warships
that India had massed recently
in the Arablan Soa v uld )
perectly fit the hill
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By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JUNE 6. Joint patrolling
by India and Pakistan along the
Line of Control in Kashmir is
frasible, and can be “worked
out” if Pakistan agrees to the
proposal, the National Secprity
Adviser, Brajesh Mishra, has
said. 1 Pakistan accepts this
proposal in principle, then
modalitics to implement it can
be worked out,” Mr. Mishra told
presspersons here today.

India, however, would not
welcome foreign participation
in the patrolling of the LoC.
“I'he terrain in Jammu  and
Kashmir is so difficult that only
Indians and Pakistanis know it

U.S., Russia to help defuse crisis

inch by inch. It would be maore
appropriate and productive to
have India and Pakistan mon-
itor whether infiltration has
cnded or not.” Llaborating, he
said “'it is much more difficult
than in Afghanistan, where with
all  Western  technological
achievements, many mistakes
were committed.” [nexperi-
enced  international  patrol
could result in civilian casual-
ties.

Mr. Mishra’s comments came
amid reports that the United
States was going to propose a
joint U.5.-British military mon-
itoring force on the India-Pakis-
tan border in an attempt to
defuse the threat of war be-

/ India rejects proposal:
- for international patrol

tween the neighbours. Quoting
defence and diplomatic sourc-
es, The Independent said the
11.5. Defence Secretary, Donald
Rumsfeld, would put forward
the proposal for a “verilication
force” during his visit to the
subcontinent.

Earlier, Mr. Mishra had a 10-
minute meeting with the Rus-
sian President, Vladimir Putin,
and the Defence-Minister, Ser-
gei Ivanov, on the sidelines of
the cclebrations to mark the
10th anniversary of the Russian
Security Council, and discussed
the Indo-Pakistan standoff.
“Mr. Putin expressed Russia's
understanding of the situation
between India and Pakistan,”

By Viadimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JUNE 6. Russia and the United States will
wurk together to defuse the India-Pakistan crisis,
the Kremlin has said. 1n a telephonic conversa-
tion on Thursday, the Russian President, Vladi-
imir Putin, and the U8, President, George W.
Bush, "confirmed their shared stand on the set-
tHement of the Indo-Pakistani conflict and their
resolve 1o continue coordinated efforts to avoid
escalation of the conflict and (0 normalise rela-
tions between India and Pakistan,” the Interfax
news agency quoted the Kremlin press service as
saving, Mr. Putin briefed Mr. Bush on his talks in

Almaty with the leaders of India and Pakistan, the
press service said.

Meanwhile, there are indications that Russia
may not object to India's military operation
against terrorist bases across the Line of Control
if infiltrations from Pakistan continue, and a con-
sensus can be built among the major world pow-
ers on the issue. And whether the military option
in the refations between India and Pakistan is
exercised will depend on “how far Islainabad is
able to control the situation at home,"” the Rus-
sian Defence Minister, Sergei Ivanov, in Brussels
for the first Russia-NATO council meeting, was
quoted by the RIA Novost news agency as saying.
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he said, "Russia’s position is as
follows: put an end to cross-
border terrorism and thereby
avoid a military conflict.”

India “appreciated’” Russia's
stand on the situation in South
Asia and welcomed the interna-
tional efforts to make Pakistan
stop cross-horder terrorism and
avert a military conflict, Mr.
Mishra said. However, he ruled
out any international role in re-
solving  the  Kashmir  issue.
“There is no question of any
mediation in this and other
problems between India and
Pakistan...  These  problems
must be settled directly by the
two countries through a bilater-
al dialogue, a framework for
which has been provided by the
Shimla agreement and the La-
hore declaration.”

Underscoring that the term
“mediation” was not tabou
while talking about the Indo-
Pak. standoff, Mr. Mishra ap-
preciated Mr. Putin's “media-
tion" in avoiding a military
conflict between the two coun-
tries.

“Russia, like the United
States, the United Kingdom,
China and many countries, is
engaged in efforts to avoid an
Indo-Pak. military conflict.

If these efforts succeed
ending cross-border terr
and avoid a military ¢
would be great.”
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e Pervez plays up to India’s friend

Delhi sidesteps
Pak Putin trap
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FROM BHARAT BHUSHAN

Almaty, June 3: A bilateral
meeting between Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and President Pervez Musha-
rraf tomorrow will be “un-
productive™, national securi-
ty adviser Brajesh Mishra
said today. He, therefore,
ruled out any contact with
Pakistan at any level in
Almaty.

This was in sharp contrast
to Musharraf placing high
hopes on Russian President
Vladimir Putin playing arolein
diminishing military tensions.
He told reporters this evening
that Putin was "“a very impor-
tant personality of the warld
and a very dynamic and for-
ward-looking leader. And Rus-
sia has always been very close
to India. Therefore, I think, he
has an important position and a
role to play in mediating be-
tween India and Pakistan,”

India does not think so.

" Mishra explained the Indian po-

sition, saying: “We have come to

~ Almaty for an international con-

ference and we have invested a
Jot of effort to make it a success,
It would be unfortunate to draw
attention away from the confer-
ence to an unproductive bilater-
al meeting.”

Second, he said, the Indian
position was that it wanted to see
whether the promises made by
Pakistan were implemented.
And third, India’s clear under-
standing was that Putin was not
suggesting a trilateral meeting
hetween Russia, India and Pak-
istan. He had only suggested sep-
arate bilaleral meetings with
India and Pakistan, While South

Vajpayee, Musharraf at
Almaty. (PTI, Reuters)

Asia was no doubt expected to
figure in the Vajpayee-Putin
talks tomorrow, Mishra said his
expectation was that the major
emphasis would be on bilateral
issues.

Moscow is kéen on engaging
Pakistan, and Islamabad in
recent times has seen visits by
a string of Russian delegations.
Now that Afghanistan is moving
towards siabilisation, Russia
is seeking to build bridges with
Pakistan and get an economic
foothold in  infrastructure
development in that country
However, it is doubtful whether
it has any leverage with Pak-
istan as of now.

But this does not prevent
Pakistan from hoping that Putin
could contribute to a de-escala-
tion of tension because of Rus-
sia’s influence on India. Pak-

It would be unfortunate to
draw attention to an

unproductive bilateral
meeting

BRAJESH MISHRA

TNE v,

istan’s minister for information
Nisar Memon told reporters this
evening that Russia was a good
friend not only of India but also
of Pakistan. He hoped that the
‘Putin initiative’ would help re-
duce the tension.

What seems apparent is that
while the public statements of
Pakistan and India on the need
to de-escalate the tension show a
remarkable convergence — with
both talking of deeds being more
important than words in avold-
ing war — there seems to be a
complete divergence on the
modalities of deing so.

It is clear that both countries
want to avoid war. Both also
want to test each other’s sinceri-
ty by action rather than by wor-
ds. India wanis to wait to ascer-
tain whether Pakistan is deliver-
ing on its premise of curbing in-
filtration. And Pakistan's posi-
tionis that if India does not want
war, it should prove so by start-
ing adialogue withit.

India’s stand was explained
by Vajpayee to three dignitaries
in bilateral talks today — Kaza-
kh President Nursultan Nazhr-

bayev, Tajik President Emomali —

Rakhmanov and the chairma
of the interim administration i
Afghanistan, Hamid Karzzy |
Mishra said the Prime Minjs
ter told them that Musharr
bad made some promises on
curbing infiltration and terror-
ism, which had also been con-
veyed to India by the US and the
UK. He apparently told them that
“if these promises are imple-
mented and we can verify them,
we will take appropriate steps”.
The emphasis, Mishra added,
was oh implementation,
M See Page 6
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“Terrorism on top of Almaty agenda
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Hot and
cold on

Kashmir
for Delhi

FROM SEEMA GUHA

New Delhi, June 3: India is
pleased with the findings of the
MORI survey that indicated a
preference among the people of
Kashmir to seek a solution to the
problem of militancy through
the democratic process of elec-
tions.

The Vajpayee government be-
lieves the results of the survey
broadly echo its own assessinent
of the mood. But there is a flip
side to it. Kashmir is growing
bigger on the international
radar and the rest of the world is
getting seriously concerned aho-
ut finding a solution to this disp-
tite, which has the potential of t-
urning into a nuclear flashpoint.

India’s long-standing policy
of keeping the outside world
away from Kashmir could soon
be a thing of the past as the US
and other powers work towards
ensuring peace in South Asia.
Overseas Kashmiri groups,
which operate from both the US
and the UK, are keen to exploit
the current focus on the subcon-
tirent and Kashmir to extract
some concessions for the long-
suffering people of the state.

Lord Eric Reginald Avebury,
closely associated with the Kash-
miri cause, has said he would
want both the US and Britain to
take a careful look at the MORI
survey, which. he had commis-
sioned. He helieves India and
Pakistan should be pushed into
extending more concessions to

. the people of Kashmir.

India believs Kashmiris are
tired of the nearly two-decade-
old civil strife. It also knows un-
less some degree of autonomy is
granted, it will not be possible to
win the peopte of the Valley. The

¥ MORI survey clearly indicated
©that Kashmiris were keen on
®wore autonomy for Kashmir
th both India and Pakistan.
%)uring his recent visit to
shmir, Prime Minister Atal
iihari Vajpayee himself re-
pened the autonomy debate by
saying the government was will-
ing to talk to all sections of polit-
ical opinion on the issue,

But autonomy for Jammu
and Kashmir does not go with
the ruling BJP’s views that no
state should be singled out for
special treatment.

Lord Avebury hoped US sec-
retary of defence Donald Rums-
feld and deputy secretary of
state Richard Armitage, sched-
uled to visit India and Pakistan,
would carefully consider the
contents of the MORI survey.

US secretary of state Colin
Powell has said his govern-
nent’s first priority is to take a
step-by-step approach to end the

wirrent standoff between India |

ind Pakistan.

Once this is achieved and in-
iltration is stopped, India and
Zakistan can be made to take ac¢-
jon on Kashmir and resolve
‘heir other differences.

Perhaps without intending,
New Delhi’s international cam-
saign against President Gen.
Pervez Musharraf might event-
Jaliy result in more meddling by
che U8 and others nations in
[ndia’s Kashmir policy.

Guerilla killed

Inctian border guards today shot
dead a guerilla commander be-
longing to a banned Pakistan-

based rebel group in a gunbattle

in Kashmir, the Border Security
Force said.

The BSF said in a statement
its troops laid seige to Panju, a
remote hamlet in Pulwama dis-
trict in Srinagar.

—

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee being welcomed by Kazakh President

Nursultan Nazarbayev in Almaty. (AFP)

India toehold in
Central Asia

FROM BHARAT BHUSHAN

Almaty, June 3: India has man-
aged to push combating terror-
ism as a high-profile issue on the
agenda of the Conference and In-
teractions on Confidence Build-
ing Measures in Central Asia by
announcing the setting up of a
joint working group on terror-
ism with Kazakhstan on the eve
of the conference.

The summit, hosted by Kaza-
khstan, is also expected to adopt
a declaration on curbing terror-
ism tomorrow, And Pakistan as
a member of the conference is
expected to sign the declaration
and adhere to it.

New Delhi’s bid to acquire in-
creased political and economic
leverage in Central Asia also re-
ceived a boost today with Kaza-
khstan encouraging it to make
direct investment in its oil and
gas sector and to upgrade eco-
nomic co-operation in other
areas. Given its vast reserves,
Kazakhstan has the potential of
emerging as an alternative to the
Gulf region for India’s crude oil
needs.

India’s increased political
leverage in the region is likely to
be the result of a two-pronged
strategy being followed by it. At
one level, New Delhi is empha-
sising the commonality of global
and regional perspectives be-
tween it and the largely secular
Central Asian Republics — espe-
cially in relation to the present
tensions in South Asia and in
combating terrorism as well as

religious extremism.

Simultaneousiy, it is
strengthening economic links
with theregion,

It was to emphasise their
* shared political perspective that
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and President Nursultan
Nazarhaev of Kazakhstan today
announced the setting up of a
joint working group for co-opera-
tion on terrorism,

This is expected to allow in-
telligence-sharing on terrerism,
religious extremism and drug
trafficking.

President Nazarbaev in fact
declared that he supported
India’s stand on cross-border ter-
rorism, all other kinds of ex-
tremism and drug-trafficking.
This development formalises the
commitment of the two nations

to combat terrorism.

However, it is also aimed at
giving a higher profile to the
issue of terrorism at the summit
tomorrow when a resolution

“condemning the menace would

be adopted. Pakistan signing the
declaration would then be one
more way of binding it to a com-
mitment to stop sponsoring ter

rorist activities.

India knows that it cannot es- .
tablish a strong presence in Cen-
tral Asia unless it forges eeco-
nomic links with the region.
Last vear, India invested $1.7 bil-
lion in Russia’s Sakhalin oil
fields and is looking for similar
investment in oil and gas fields
in Kazakhstan.

The proven oil reserves of
Kazakhstan stand at seven bil-
lion tonnes (20 billion tonnes of
predicted estimates) at preseni
and its gas reserves are estimat-
ed to be three to six trillion cubic
metres.

US defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld will leave on Tuesday
for a trip that will include visits
to India and Pakistan, Europe
for Nato meetings and the Gulf,
US defence officials said today.
Rumsfeld is to start his trip
in Europe with the first stop in
London, followed by a stop in
Brussels for Nato meetings.
The @ates of his visit to India
and Pakistan had not yet been
set, officials said. ’

At the bilateral meetings be-
tween the two countries today,
therefore, India showed keen in-
terest in investing and becoming
a part of the Kazakh-Russian
consortium exploring the Kur-
mangazi oil block in the Caspian
Sea basin as well as in the Dark-
han oi] exploration block.,

India also wants to invest in
the two Kazakh gas fields at Al-
ibekmola and Kozhasai,

The investments are sought
to be made through ONGC
Videsh and the signs are that
they would come through.

The investment in the Kaza-
kh o0il sector would provide
India, the fourth largest
consumer of oil in the wor
one more source of supp?
meet its ever increasing 4

needs. ’n./

Musharraf presses for talks

FROM SEBASTIAN ALISON

Almaty, June 3 (Reuters): Pak-
istan President Pervez Mushar-
raf offered today to hold “uncon-
ditional” talks with Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee to re-
solve the tense military standoff
between the two nuclear-armed
rivals.

Musharraf also welcémed
moves by Russian President
Vladimir Putin to mediate be-
tween the two countries.

Musharraf said he has pro-
posed meeting Vajpayee several
times without success. They last
exchanged a cold handshake
and a few words ih Nepal in Jan-
uary. Asked at today’s news
briefing under what conditions
he would be willing to talk to 'Vaj-
payee, the Pakistani military
ruler replied: “Unconditional.
You need to ask that question to
Prime Minister Vajpayee. [ have
no conditions.”

Putin hopes to bring them to-
gether to end a confrontation the
international community fears
could set off a nuclear war, and
Musharraf was extremely posi-
tive about his potential role.

-

Pervgz Musharraf in Almaty, (Reuters)

“Yes, surely [ will meet him
(Putin),” he said.

“l am extremely privileged
that he has asked me to meet
him. I would like to contribute
my utmost to his efforts to re-
duce tensions.”

As the US, Britain and other
Western nations evacuated

diplomats and their families
from India and Pakistan,
Musharraf told CNN: “I would
even go to the extent of saying
ane sheuldn’t even be discussing
these things (nuclear war), be-
cause any sane individual can-
not even think of going into this
unconventional war.”

Aromthe brigk.”
e

—

In an apparent rebuke to Pak
istan, Russia today said infiltraj
tion of terrorists into India wa
continuing unabated and Islamy
abad’s recent test-firing of nul
clear capable missiles was 4
“provocative” gesture, PT] add
from Moscow,

“Infiltration of armed terror-
tsts and extremists into India is
continuing from the Pakistani
territories, and this fact cannot
be ignored,” defence minister
Sergei Ivanov said.

The recent test-firing of nu-
clear-capahle misgiles by Pak-
istan had escalated tension in
the region, Ivanov added.

“Any nuclear weapon tests
conducted in ah atmosphere of
extreme tension and suspicion is
wrong and provocative,” he said.
“This will push New Delhi to
making proportionate retaliato-
ry measures.”

Inthe Ukrainian capital Kiey,
UN  Secretary-General Kofi
Annan told a news conference: I
hope the oppertunity that the
meeting in Almaty has offered
will be used wisely and that the
discussions will take us away

e —— =y
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. 'PUTIN NOT MEDIATING BETWEEN INDIA AND PAK.
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" Appropriate steps if Pak.'
* keeps its word: Brajesh

By Atul Aneja

ALMATY [(KAZAKMSTAN}, JUNE 3.
With  international  pressure
mounting, india and Pakistan
may be heginning 1o narrow the
wap i thelr percepiions of ways
w lower their border 1ensions.
tidia today reiterated that it was
willing  to take “appropriate
steps’ in case the Pakistani Presi-
dent, Perver Musharaf, imple-
mented some ol the promises he
had made to the United States
and the United Kingdom on
countering werrorism,
Addressing a press conference
this evening, the National Securi-
tv Adviser and Principal Secreta-
rv o the Prime Minister, 8rajesh
Mishra, said that i “these (prom-
ises) are implemented, then we
can take appropriate steps.”
Government sources pointed
out that India's focus was on the
sericusness of Pakistan’s inten-
tinns on countering <ross border
terrarism. In case Pakistan’s de-
sive 1o curb infifirations " por-
neptly”™  was genuine,  India
would reciprocate meaningfully.
According 10 Mr. Mishra, the
Prime Minister, Atal Bebari Vaj-
payee, conveved these views to
the Alghan interim President,
Ilamid Karzai, and Tajiskitan's
President,  Fiomaly  Rakh-
manoy, whom he met this cve-
ning. Both leaders were here 1o
wtend the Conference on in-
teraction and Confidence Build-
g in Asia that begins on
Tuesday, Significantly, the Pakis-
tan Information Minister, Nissar
Meman, who is accompanying
i

The Prime in'ir;ter, Atl Behai ajpay, and the Kazakhstan President, Nursultan

MNazarbavev, watch the Minister of State for External Affairs, Omar Abdullah, and the Kazak
Defence Minister, Mukhtar Altynvaev, signing an MoU on military and technical cooperation

Gen. Musharral, said at a press
conference here that Pakistan
was focussing on Udeeds not
words.”” He pointed out thar Pa-
Kistan would not allow its terri-
tory to he used for wrrorism
against any country “including
India.” Mr. Memon added that
the Pakistani President had tak-
en steps 1o detain terrorists al-
ter his January 12 address. The
effort to “hunt down'" terrorists
would persist.

in Almaty on Monday. -— PTI

Reitterating lndia's approach
during the Pricue Minister's stay
in Almaty, Mr. Mishra ruled out
talks between Mr, Vajpayee and
Gen. Musharraf. Nor was there
any pian for members of the In-
dizm delegation ro meet the offi-
cial  delegatles  aceomponying
Gen. Musharraf. Ruling our "un-
productive talks” at this time,
My Mishrasaid India would like

Mr. Mishra also clarified that
the Russian President, Vladimir
butin, was not mediating by-
tween India and Pakistan and
reiterated that he was holding
separate meetings with Mr. Vi
payvee and Gen, Musharraf on
Tuesday. Russia was fully ac-
guainted with Indio's stand-
point.and it was likely that My,
Vajpayee and Mr. Putin would

as well.

o "wait and sec and verify \Nfiliﬂ/diHCI.lﬁstll}lt‘r “hilareral matters”

has been promised tirse”
s ~



FLURRY OF DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY IN DELHI

There is national anger,

3
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Y
By Atul Aneja & Sandeep Dikshit

)
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NEW DELHI, MAY 27. The British
Prime  Minister, Tony Blair,
spoke tonight to the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Beharl Vajpayee, as
part of the ongoing Anglo-
American diplematic ininative
w defuse military teénsions be-
tween India and Pakisian.

1A PTI report from Manail
said that Mr. Vajpayee fumaly
tald Mr. Blair that India’s pa-

| tience was running eut as Pakis-

ctarr had  failed o keep its

c promise of curbing cross-bor-

" tional
» Pakistan

der terrarism, “There is a na-
anger”  because the

President, Pervez
Musharral, had not translated
into reatity the promises he

. inade in his January 12 speech
» 10 s1on cross-border terrorism,
. i hme we would expect any

frromises made by him to be
translated into action and this
should be verifiable on the

PM returning today

By Kanwar Yogendra

‘ MANALL MaY 27, The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, is returning to New
Pethi  tomormow,  eutting
short his visit.

Mr. Vajpayec, wha staved
indoars, cleared a number of
files which were brought
here by an air force chopper.

According ‘1 sources, he
talked over telephone to his
Cabiner colleagues, espe-
cially the Defence Minister,

i George Fernandes, and the
External  Affairs  Minisier,

I Jaswasnt Singh, in the wake of
the Pakistan President, Per-

‘ vez Musharraf’s sratement

[ on entering indian ierritory

‘ islamabad’s

and missile

P L

ground,” he was guoted as tell-
ing Mr. Blair during their 15-
minute telephone conversation.
Mr. Blair expressed sympathy
for those killed in the May 14
ferrorist attack in Kaluchak in
fainmi and Kashimir.

With wo days to go for the
visit of the British Foreign Sec-
retary, Jack Straw, India has be-
gun giving final shape to its
diplomatic and military posture
0 put a permanent end to
cross-border terrorism.,

According to  highly-placed
Government sources, India, in

doing so0, is going beyond en-
gaging the United Scates and
Britain. For instance, it is reac-
hing out to its “time -tested”
friend, Russia, as also Israel. Not
surprisingly, New Dethi and Tet
Aviv are beginning a crucial
day-long session on counter-
terrorism on Tuesday.

During the Kargil war, Israel
had supplied sensitive surveil-
lance equipment to India, in-
cluding its unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs). India subse-
quently has shown interest in
acquirmg the latest DAVs deve)-
oped by lsrael.

The political bonding be-
wween the two is partly govern-
ed by the possibility of mass
destruction weaponry prolifer-
ating from Pakistan 1o its peri-
phery in West Asia, from where
Israel could be targeted.

Russia, which has been con-
stantly informed about the ndi-
an perception in its stand-off
wirth Fakistan, recently commit-
ted itself to providing “ali pos-
sible help™ to enable India 1o
address "any evenrality” that it
might encounter in the near fu-
ture, sources said.

Though assured of the Rus-
sian support, a meeting be-
ftween Mr. Vajpayee and the
Russian President, Viadimir Pu-
tin, on the sidelines of the CICA
conference  in Kazakhstan’s
commercial capital, Almaty, in
earfy June has already been
sought.

The Almaty conclave is un-
likely 10 see a Russia-brokered
thaw in the India-Pakistan rela-
tionship.

India, on the contrary, may
already be louoking at contin-

in

‘Vajpayee tells Blair

gency plans, including sound-
ing Russia on diplomatic
assistance, in case hosiilities
with Pakistan break ouwt, analy-
sts say,

Meanwhile, the British High
Commissioner, Rob Young, met
the National Secusity Adviser,
Brajesh Mishra, as did the 3.5,
Ambassador t India, Robert
Blackwill,

Mz, Mishra held “frank” dis-
cussions with the two envoys.
Mr. Blackwill also met the
Home Minister, L. K. Advani,
during the day.

Heavy Pak, firing in
Dras sector

PTI reports;

For the first tme after the
Kargil conflict, Pakistani forces
today opened beavy fire on Dras
town on the crucial Srinagar-
Leh highway.

Army afficials here said 240
Pakistani soliders had been
kiltedt and 75 bunkers destrayed
in retailatory fire over the pas
10 days.

In the past two days it had
also begun heavy firing in Sia-
chen, Kargid and in the upper
areas of northern Kashmir stch
as Uri and Kupwara.

Indian forces, in response,
had inflicted heavy casualties
on Pakisiani forces with 70
killed or wormded and 75 bun-
kers in Akhnoor, Poonch, Now-
shera  and  Rajouri  secturs
destroyed,

Officials said that as the ba-
kistani forces had moved right
up to the Line of Control in
Poonch, Usi and Kupwara areas,
thousands of villagers on the
PoK side had moved out of their
villages.

dia’s response today

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 27, While keeping

today

a detailed reaction an hold, India
said that fts respouse 10 the Pakistan President, Perves

Musharral’s televised address tonight will be shaped by the “1otal-

l’l}"”

of his statements and observations since January 12

According to the spokesperson of the Ministry of External Af-

fairs, Nirupama Rao, the Fxternal

Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh,

ndia will respond comprehensively to the General’s address ou

‘Tuesday afternoon,

india, while defining its response wilt also include Ger. Mustir
raf's recent interview to the Washingron Post.

T response o a question, the spakesperson said India would
seek o “verify" Gen. Musharraf's words with concrete action on

tfre ground,

Asked to comment on the General’s ubservations on support
Kashmix, the spokesperson said Jammu and Kashmir was an in-

tegral part of {ndia.

.‘
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It’s imported ability:

FAAR VSN

Statesman News Sarvice & PT1

NEW DELHI, M&y 26, — As the government
worked on further diplomatic offensive it
could launch to add pressure on Pakistan while
tying up military details, it remained unim-
pressed by Pakistan's continuing missile tests.
It said the tests demonstrated “clearly the
actual mindset of the Pakistani leadership.”
“We have already said carlier that we are
not impressed by these missile antics, partic-
ularly when afl that is demonstrated 1s bor-
rowed or imported ability,” the external af-
fairs ministry spokesperson said, responding
to the Hatf-HI (Ghaznavi) surface-to-surface

“The technology used in the missiles is not
their own but clandestinely acquired from
other countries, a fact that has been unearth-
ed by India and extensively documented in
research findings by well-established re-
search Institutions and laboratories all over
the world,” the spokesperson said.

India termed as “provocative” President
Pervez Musharraf’s statement warning that
his forces would move into Indian territory
should a war break out.

“It ' yet another indication of Pakistan re-
fusing to see the writing on the wall or to un-
derstand where the need for action ljes. Ac-
tion is required from Pakistan on stopping
cross-border  terrorism, dealing  with

short-range missile test carried out by Paki-
stan today.

o il IRY, P\\l://

MEA:

/ (Continued from page 1)

infiltpation and activities of lervorist
groups,” the spukesperson said, She was
responding to questions on General )
Musharraf's interview te The Washington Post in
which he said *... should war erupt ... we will take the
offensive into Tndian territory.” .

Meanwhile, as a Pakistani delegation prepares
to travel for New Dethi for the annuaf [hdus water
trealy talks on May 29, Pakistan termed as
“irresponsible” the  threat by Indian Water
Rosources Minister to scrap the treaty, agency
reports {rom 1slamabad said. _

“Al a time when focus ought to be on defusing

" tensions hetween the two countries, such hostile
thetoric is highly regrettable.” fureign office
spokcsman Mr Aziz Ahmed Khan said, reacting o
Mrs Bijoya Chakravarty's reported statement thut
India wus seriously considering scrapping the treaty.
The J&K government has strongly advocated
scrapping of the treaty. ’

Among other options belore  the  Indian

o
~— il

government is a proposal 1o further
scale down the size of the diplomatic

diumatic tics completely.
But. according to officials. & problem with the
atier option is that the country that breaks off ties has
to call for ties to be resumed when rekutions teturm to
4 semblance of normalcy, With the outbreak of
hostilities in 1971, botl countries simultancously
pulled out their staff, under neutral Swiss supervision,
allowing for both 1o tesume ties in 1976, '

Asked whether Pakistan's tests were a violation
of the missile non-proliferation regime, the
foreign ofticc spokesperson said “the actions of
Pakistan fit into the internationad community’s
nightmatish scenario of State-sponsored terrorist
activities armed with ballistic missile technology
and nuclear weaponry”.

Whether these tests could invite international

sartctions under the MTCR (missite technoiogy
control regime) was also being explored.

THE STATESMAM

I

missions to around a dozen officials.

e < (iram the present 44) or even o close

& \'E ‘l’?x down  the  missions  and  cut oft
|



4ep up diplomatic pressu'r'e:

)
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Q'Y‘ By Atul Aneja
NEW DELH!, MAY 26, With’a Iresh
round of Anglo-American diplo-
macy to defuse military ten-
sions  hetween  Indiz  and
Pakistan set to unroll, New Del-
hi today sought to impress upon
the world community to inten-
sify its diplomatic pressure on
[slamabad. -y

‘Taking exception to the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf’s remarks in an interview
to Washington Pest, where he
warned that Pakistani forces
would move into Indian territo-
ry, in case ol a war, the External
affairs Ministry spokesperson,
Nirupama Rao, said the interna-
tional community should take
clear notice of the Pakistani
leadership’s “actual mindset.”

“There is very real necessity
for the international communi-
ty to clearly understand the ac-
tual mindset of the Pakistani
leadership.”

India’s  reaction to Gen,
Musharrat’s remarks assumes
importance in the light of the

pritish Foreign Secretary. Jack
Straw’s visit to India and Pakis-~
lan in the coming week. This
will be followed by the visit of
the United States Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Richard Armitage,
on June 6. Gen. Musharraf’s as-
seriion was “vet another indica-
lion of Pakistan refusing to see
the writing on the wall or to un-
derstand where the need for ac-
tion les. Action is required from
Pakistan on stopping cross-bor-
der terrorism, dealing with infil-
tration and activities of terrorist
groups,” the spokesperson
stressed.

While reiterating that the Pa-
kistani missile tests, including
that of the short-range Ghazna-
vi that was fired today, were di-
rected at a domestic audience,
she sought to draw a link be-
tween Islamabad's acquiring
missiles to iis possible involve-
ment in proliferating them for
terrorism in the future, “The ac-
tions of Pakistan {it into the in-
ternational COMMUNIty’s
nightmarish scenario of state-
sponsored terrorist  activities

[}
India
ballistic
and

missile
nuclear

armed  with
technology
weaponry.”
Despite Pakistan designating
the nearly 300-km range missile
fired today as Ghaznavi, sources
in the security establishment
are of the view that the weapon
is the old solid-fuelled Chinese
built M-11 missile. Sources said
Pakistan had been ascribing a
variety of names to its missiles
mainly acquired from China or
North Korea. It is suspected that
China has also provided Pakis-
tan with the 800-km range M-9
missile. It is also possible that
Beijing may be collaborating
with Islamabad for the 2,000-
km range M-18 weapon whiie
North Korea, on its part, has
provided Pakistan with its No-
dong-1, rechristened Ghauri/
Hatf-5. Pakistan has also, in the
past, named the M-1!1 as
ITatf-3/Shaheen and the M-9 as
Hatt-4/Shaheen-1.  Pakistan’s
much publicised 2000-km range
Shaheen-[I — also called tlatf-6
~- is suspected to be another
name for the Chinese M-18.

e
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(India’s patience wearing thin: PM

0y

\ ‘7TIMES News NETWORK
(\\/ ﬂ/ AND AGENCIES
Manali: Under\pressure from world leaders to ob-
serve restraint, Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
on Sunday said there was a limit to India’s patience
and Pakistan must stop cross-border terrorism.

Q,,Q

of the Rs 1,300-crore Rohtang tunnel, which will con-
nect Manali with Leh, Mr Vajpayee said, “India is de-
termined to win the war against terrorism.”

His remarks came in the wake of calls by world
leaders, including U.S. President George Bush, British
Prime Minister Tony Blair and French President
Jacques Chirac, for restraint on India’s part. They
have also asked Pakistan to take steps to end infiltra-
tion of terrorists into India.

Urging people to stay united at this crucial junc-
ture, he said it was time the international commimity
and Pakistan realised that India could not contitie to
put up with the proxy war for long. Referring to the
US.-led Western forces’ battle against terror in
Afghanistan, he said, “When the entire world is fight-
ing terrorism, how much of it can India tolerate?” Ac-

cording to Mr Vajpayee, Islamabad was encouraging

terrorism only because it would not be able to take on
India in a face-to-face combat.

“We should have answered this cross-border terror-
ism immediately after the attack on parliament. But
we su¢cumbed to world opinion that although what
happened was wrong, we should be patient and that

" similar incidents would not be repeated. But terrorist
Addressing a rally after laying the foundation stone

attacks have continued, the last being at Kalachuk in
Jammu,” he said.

He asserted that India should work unitedly and
score a victory over terrorism. Stating that the coun-
try had been fighting cross-border terrorism for over
ten years now, Mr Vajpayee claimed that his govern-
‘ment had the support of all the political parties in its
endeavour to rid the nation of the evil. Referring to
President Pervez Musharraf’s remarks that Kashmir
was in the blood of Pakistanis, Mr Vajpayvee said, “We
want to stop playing
with biood.” He also
expressed regret that [
Gen Musharraf had
not fulfilled the prom-
ises he had made dur-
ing his January 12
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SPI(M) protests

wipro-U.S.’ pollcy y

By Our Special Correspondent

\ BANGALORE, MAY 25. The central
| committee of the CPI(M], which
met here on Saturday, decided
| to intensify its public campaign
against the “pro-U.S. policy’” of
the Vajpayee Government.

On the second day of its
meeting, the Committee said
the Government was “unabash-
edly” pursuing a pro-U.S. policy
in all spheres, despite the re-
newed ‘ ‘t7.5.hegemony.”

Sitaram Yechury, the CPI(M)

politburo member told press- .

persons after the committee
* meeting that given the tensions
[ on the border, India's “‘subser-
vience” to U.S. interests, partlc-
ulatly in the military sphere,
would have dangerous implica-
tions and would erode the na-
tion's sovereignty of defence
and security.
Mr. Yechury said the commit-
tee noted with concemn the U S.

mili ‘hegemony on  the
wortld. The Bush administration
was bent on escalating the arms
race and developing hew weap-
ons. In doing so, it had with-
drawn from the ABM Treaty,
and refused to ratify the biolog-
ical weapons convention, he

ad;ligd
said that in a recent re-
viewof fts nuclear policy, the
US shad decided to adopt a
more aggressive stand. The re-
view called for “Unilateral As-
sured Destruction,” which
meant that nuclear powers such
as Russia and China would be
targeted by offensive measures.
The U.8. was embarking on a
policy of building new nuclear
weapons to spark a long-term
nuclear arms race. The recent
Bush-Putin agreement had ex-
posed the severe compromises
being made by Russia, giving
the U.8. a greater superiority in
nuclear weapons..

Mr. Yechury said that taking
those developments into con-
sideration, the central commit-
tee had decided to intensify its
campaign against U.S. imperial-
ism, and conduct a series of
mass awareness campaigns
highlighting the-dangets to the
country and the world.

Surrender on Maruti
Udyog

Mr. Yechury said the party
denounced the “virtual handing
over” of Maruti Udyog to the Ja-
panese multinational company,
Suzuki, by the NDA Govern-
ment. The takeover of the pub-
lic sector petroleurn giant IPCL
by Reliance would lead to a mo-
nopoly in the petroleum sector.

determined efforts to impose its.

That would go ajnst the
avowed objective of privatisa-
tion to de-monopolise crucial
Sectors.

The central commitiee op-
posed the amendment to the
Patents Act adopted in Parlia-
ment with the Congress sup-
port. The couniry had “bowed”
to WTO pressure at a time when
the US. Government had in-
creased agriculture subsidies.

The central committee also
expressed concern at the sharp-
ly deteriorating living condi-
tions of the people in rural
areas, following the fall in the
prices -of traditibnally used
commodities as a result of the
withdrawal of import restric-
tions. The committee would
support agitations planned by
the Kisan Sabha and the agri-
cultural labour organisations on
the issue.

It expressed concern over the
large number of scams, includ-
ing the one invelving Home
Trade. The investment of Rs. 93
crores from the Seamen’s Provi-
dent Fund was ‘‘shocking.”” It
showed that liberalisation and
deregulation of the financial
sector was causing havoc. The
proposal to invest Provident
Fund money in capital and
stock markets would lead to
such scams and demanded a

therough probe /
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dia reserves the right

to use N-weapons,¥

Q¢
A

says Omar Abdullah’

Srinagar: Stating that India reserved
the right to use ifs
nuclear arsenal if
huked by Pakistan,
minister of state for
affairs
Omar Abdullah on
Friday said that it
was high time that
Islamabad’s “bluff™

was called.
“Idon’t think Pak-
istan is foolish Omar Abduliah

enough to carry out a nueclear attack
against us. They know the serious
problems they will have to undergo,”
Mr Abdullah, who was here to attend
the crucial unified command meeting
chaired by Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, told PTI here, “We have al-
ready assured the international com-
munity that we will not make the first
use of nuclear weapons but that does
not mean that we will not hit back if at-
tacked,” Mr Abdullah said. He said
that Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf should take a Iook at the
atlas and see for himseif the size of
his country as “compared with curs”,

Asked whether this implied that the
entire South Asian region was stand-
ing at a nuclear flashpoint, the minis-
ter said “this is where Musharraf has
been able to garner points, If Pakistan
had to use a nuclear weapon, then they
could have used it during Kargil when
their soldiers had to bite the dust at
the hands of our troops”.

Regretting the role of the interna-
tional community, Mr Abdullah said
“the world must not condone terror-
ism and effectively direct Pakistan to
stop all kind of violence being perpe-
trated from its side in Jammu and
Kashmir”, Asked about the diplomatic
offensive launched by the world com-
munity to defuse the growing tension
between India and Pakistan, Mr Ab-
dullah said “we don’t need any ser-

mon, it is to those sitting across the
border that all the talking needs to be
done”. He said Musharraf was playing
on both sides of the fence. “While he is
aligning with the world community in
its fight against the Taliban on one
hand, he supports militancy on the oth-
er hand in our state.” Stating that New
Delhi was contemplating all moves
within the diplomatic parameters, Mr
Abdullah said “closing of the Pakistan
mission is also not ruled out™.

Stating that the Pakistan High Com-
mission was a supporter of over-
ground separatist leaders of the state,
he said “once it is shut, I wonder where
these Hurriyat leaders will get their
diktats from”. Asked whether Tndia
was also giving a serious thought to re-
viewing the Indus-water treaty, Mr Ab-
dullah said “everything means every-
thing including this treaty”.

&k | don't think Pakistan is
foolish enough to catry out a
nuclear attack against us. They
know the serious problems they
will have to undergo "

To a question as to how India conld
go back on an international treaty, Mr
Abdullah said “why is that the world
always expects us to stick to a treaty.
Pakistan has been violating every sin-
gle treaty including the latest resolu-
tion 1373 passed by the United Nations
after the September 11 attacks on the
United States™”. The treaty was signed
in the 1950s between India and Pak-
istan in which the World Bank acted
as a puarantor. Under this treaty, In-
dia cannot store water of three rivers
~— In}tlius, Jhelum and Chenab —flow-
ing through the state. s /
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PM briefs Sonia on gp{ 1

steps against t@i‘roq

Times NEwS NETWORK

New Delhi: The government
continued to deliberate on its
response to the developments
in Jammu and Kashmir on
Sunday Im the morning,
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpay-
ee briefed Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi about the
government’s diplomatic ini-
tiative and the border situa-
tion in an effort to strengthen
the political consensus on
terrorism. Later, the Cabinet
Committee on Security met
again to review the govern-
ment’s options in the light of
continuing fidyaeen(suicide)
attacks in the state.

The meeting with the Con-
gress president, who was ac-
companied by Manmeohan
Singh, took place at the
Prime Minister’s residence.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by home minister L.K.
Advani and external affairs
minister Jaswant Singh.

The government side saw
the meeting as the beginning
of an exercise to build a po-
litical unanimity on the is-
sue of terrorist incursions
from Pakistan before taking
some more decisive meas-
ures against the neighbour.

“The leader of the opposi-
tion has been briefed about
the diplomatic steps and the
situation on the border;,” the
external affairs minister
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sald BJP spokesman VK.
Malhotra saw the meeting as
a follow-up to the PM’s as-
surance to parliament that
he would consult the politi-
cal parties before defining
an appropriate response to
Pakistan’s involvement in
cross-border terrorism.

“It sends a clear message
to the world that India is
united; more such meetings
are expected,” Mr Malhotra
said. Asked about the impli-
cations of the Vajpayee-So-
nia talk, Congress
spokesman Anand Sharma
said that the PM had taken
the leader of opposition into
confidence. “This was some-
thing expected to take place.
In the fight against terror-
ism the Congress stand as
expressed in parliament has
been reiterated,” he said.
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“A welcome move: Cong. ,

\\9/\ By Our Special Correspondemj,g

NEW DELHI, MAY 18, India’s decision 1o ask
Pakistan to withdraw its High Commission-
er, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, today received a
mixed response from the political parties
with the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata
Party supporting the move and the Rashtri-
va Janata Dal saying it is inadequate,

The BIP virtually accused Mr. Qazi of
“overstaying” and said New Delhi's move
was a clear message to Islamabad that the
Government viewed the situation seriously,
The party generai secretary, Pyarelal Khan-
delwal, said it was hoped that the interna-
tional community would realise the
seriousness of India’s concerns, The senior
BIP leader, ].P. Mathur, sharply criticised
Mr. Qazi. He said that Mr. Qazi continued
to stay it India “unashamedly’” even after
India recalled its High Commissioner in
[slamabad.

He said that while it was a known fact
that the embassy of every country had a
position among its staff for an intelligence
personnel, “this sort of job is never done
through the Ambassador or High Commis-
sioner”, Mr. Mathur said.

The Congress too welcomed the diplo-
matic offensive of the Vajpayee Govern-
ment and said the step was long overdue
since New Delhi had recalled its envoy five
months ago. The party spokesman, S. Jaipal

Reddy, said that instead of respondmg to
the recall of the Indian envoy, Islamabad |
continued to pursue its own activities. His

party supported the latest move on the dip- (
lomatic front. ﬂ) [

The CPI{M) politburo, however, struck a
somewhat different note. Itk member, S !
Ramachandran Pillai, said the party was {
unable to understand the “rationale” be-
hind the move. He told The Hindu that even ‘
though the Government had assured in
Parliament that it would consult the politi- f
cal parties before taking further steps, it '
had gone ahead with today’s decision with-
out explaining anything.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal too crmc:sed
the move for different réasons and called it
an “eyewash”. Such symbolic protests
would not be enough. The RJD vice-presi-
dent, Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, toid corre-
spondents that the renace of cross-border
terrorism had to be dealt with firmly and
not by taking such diplomaric steps. The

Government had failed to isolate Pakistan

internationally.

The CPI-ML general secretary, Dipankar
Bhattacharya, felt that there was no sub-
stitute for a direct, effective diplomatic en-
gagemertt and asked the Vajpayee
Government to “stop the current policy of
short-sighted adventurism and instead en-
gage the Musharraf administration in a se-
rious bilateral dialogue”.
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Foreign missions need to respect diplomatic norms

Th anks but no thanks

\ %Q% &

THE BLOODBATH i

is a reminder that

be no external security with-
out internal sectirity. Internal secu-
rity has been India’s Achilles heel
throughout history. Yet this failing
continues to undercut the Indian
State.

When a nation is internally di-
vided or wracked by political or
sectarian strife, outside interests
would seek to take advantage. But
for internal disunity, the British
would not have ruled India. Such
were the internal fissures that the
British ruled vast India with Indian
soldiers and bureaucrats. .

The latest communal bleodlet-
ting, although limited to one state,
presents India as internally torn.
Not onl¥ has the government failed
to clamp down on religious killings
with an iron hand, but also acerbic
attacks in the English-language me-
dia on the government for misman-
aging everything, from Gujarat to
defence and foreign policy, portray
a picture of a nation adrift and at
war with itself,

There is so much negativism in
the national thinking and discus-
sion, within and outside Parlia-
ment, that pessimism and despair
are spreading, aiding violence,
Rarely before has India sunk so
low in its own esteem, or its highest
leadership been found so wanting.
India stands diminished not so
much in mternatlonal eyes as in its
OWn eyes,

Foreign reactlon to Gujarat, in-

cluding media coverage, has been

sutbdued despite the communal &

agery. With international attentioﬁ_

focused on the Israeli military ac- -
tions against Palestinians and the -
continuing US anti-terrorist opera-
tions, Gujarat has received little
global prominence because it is
part of what is endemic in India
— Hindu-Muslim violence, which
has shaped Indian history It is not
viewed as a new story, -

As a large, diverse and open soci-
ety beset by problems of cohesion,

India does not-have to be tetchy -

about foreign reaction to its internal
troubles. However, no government
can accept unwarrantable foreign
reaction in breach of rules of diplo-
macy Such a‘problem over Gujarat
has largely emanated from a few ..
diplomatic missions
New Delhi.

India’s presentation of itself asa
chaotic, rudderless democracy em-
boldened these missions to trans-

‘tours:of Prime

w .- statesman.
based in -~

By BRaAHMA CHELLANEY

DON'T MEDDLE [N OUR AFFAIRS: Jaswant Singh at a press conference

gress well-established diplomatic
conventions. Foreign diplomats do

not, as a rule, publicly coment-on.

their host country’s domesti¢™mat-

ters, let alorie leak their assess-

ments to.the local media. Violations
of diplomatic norms can set a
dangerous precedent, and the MEA
was cdrrect to promptly rebuke
these missiohs. If missions can get
away by breaking diplomatic rules,
future .Indian 'governments would
find it difficult to stop foreign diplo-
mats from openly interfering in do-
mestic affairs. ’

To those Indians who see the con-
tinuing religious strife as a legacy of

Britain’s divide-and-rule colonial

rule, it may not be a surprise that
the British High Commission was
the first to contravene diplomatic
conventions - .when - it purposely

. clate itself from the leak, but also
‘disglhged- the same report to the
BBC espite a stinging letter from
the MEA. .

A mission that isoften ata loss to.

‘decipher developments happemng
within its vicinity in New Delhi
could not have fathomed such reali-
ty in Gujarat that it was compelled
to reveal its diplomat’s assessment

in public mteresL,,It has pointlessly

hu.rt its main-helssiont — to build
‘up Indo-British'ties, Those telations
had beenis; ened by the two
post-Se ber il su]::oontinental

who Im

The Etiropean. Union Was wrong
to emulate the British example. Me-

- dia leaks and skewed comments by

nameless diplomats are not the
way to present a demarche on any

gked the assessment of its junior
Jamat- wilia | .Gujarat.. The
mission not only A to 3S0-

To,ny Blam -
-l v 1t 4 ‘., .hatienal interests are not compro-
" mised at the altar of partisan inter-

. ests. A clear line separates national

issue. A demarche is a confidential
communication. The EU not only

-publicised in advance what the

demarche said but it also turned
its presentation into a public specta-
cle. It first cried foul that neither
the foreign minister nor any MEA
official would grant it an appoint-
ment to present the demarche, and
then congratulated itself for having
given the demarche to the Indian
ambassador in Madrid when he,
on his own, called on the EU’s Asia
director.

To be fair, the EU related media
leaks and slanted comments may
have originated not from the EU
mission in New Delhi but from
one or more bf its members’ mis-
sions, including the British. Other
egregious instances of wviolation
of diplomatic etiquette were by
Switzerland and another EU mem-
ber; Finland. The visiting Swiss and
Finnish foreign ministers, discard-
ing specific advice' by their host
country, made public comments on
Gujarat while on Indian soil, with
the Swiss embassy even leaking
details of official discussions on
the subject.

Diplomacy by media leak is not
an unknown practice; It usually in-
volves a government leaking to its
national press some information,
true or urntrue, a puf another coun-

: ypened in New

Delhi is extraopdi#iFy: foreign mis-
sions leaking inform3 tiun to the lo-
cal media to em their host
-nation, In any mai -democracy,

interests from the interests of the
government in office. In taking on
the government over any issue, op-
ponents and critics do not take on

WE MINDUSTAN TRE..
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their country.

In India, the lme between criti-
cism of the government and criti-
cism of the nation is in danger of
getting blurred. This is apparent
from two developments. One is the
new ability of foreign missions to
use the Indian media to discomfit
India. The other is the effort of gov-
ernment critics to internationalise
Gujarat. At a roundtable luncihieon
discussion hosted by a major pow-
er's ambassador, for example, an
Indian guest earnestly pleaded for
that country’s intervention on Gu-
jarat, only to be told by the envoy
that his nation neither had any
imaginative solutions to offer nor
would like to teach India how to
manage its domestic affairs.

If the communal genie in Gujarat
is to be put back in the bottle, India
will have to address that task in a
bipartisan manner and with heavy-
duty law enforcement. Internation-
alising it would only allow the
wounds to fester and make the genie
more unmanageable, with the sole
gainer being foreign interests.

Had India been an autocratic
State like China, with facts and ac-
cess to violence-hit area tightly con-
trolled, it may have been justifiable
for EU to present a demarche seek-
ing information, or for the British
and Swiss missions to leak their
views. But the British, Swiss and
the EI” will dare not do in Beijing
what they did in New Delhi. Rather
than respect India's democratic
processes and open debate, they
pitchforked themselves in the Indi-
an debate through carefully crafted
leaks that fired up the political
atmosphere.

India needs to battle communal-
ism not because some European
missions errantly joined its nation-
al debate, but because it is bad for In-
dia. And it has to fight this scourge
not to the satisfaction of some white
men, but to the satisfaction of Indi-
ans of all faiths.

The rising political and sectarian
divisiveness demands that India
debate where it is headed. Despite
the pretence that the land of the
Mahatma believes in nonviolence,
it is a violent society where riots
are commonpiace and human life
is cheap. It is also a callous society
that does not remember its blood-
baths. Once the current political
brouhaha dies off, Gujarat and its
victims would be forgotten, and the
country’s attention will turn to the
next scandal or carnage.
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-~ The world’s

ONSIDERING THE magni-
tude of the atrocity -pérpe-
trated, and. even now
rampant, in Gujérat, the in-

ternational reac u%g 10 it can be te- .57
garded as subduéd.‘There was hardly
any reaction for almost a month after -

the eruption of violence. Friehdly for-
eign Governments were hoping India
would not take tog long to control the
situation. When that did not happen,
some of these Governments were
obliged by their laws and pressure of
public opinion, to react, but their re-
action was confined to expressing co

ncern and sorrow and hoping that
the situation would be brought under
control,

The visiting Swiss and Finnish For-
eign Ministers expressed disquiet over
the situation and conveyed their
countries’ concern to their Indian
counterpart. The Canadian Minister
of Inter-Governmental Affairs, also on
a visit to India, in a noble humanitar-
ian gesture, expressed his eagerness
to participate in the peace march on
Gujarat organised by the Defence
Minister. In the British Parliament;
the Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw, ex-
pressed his Government's “deep con-
cern about the deaths and injuries on
both sides of the religious divide in
Gujarat”. The joint statement jssued
at the end of the last meetirig of the
EU. Council of Ministers contained
only one line un Gujarat, expressing
concern at the “sectarian violence”.
The United States’ reaction was by far
the most restrained.

Why has the international reaction
to the Gujarat carnage been on such a
low key? Essentially, the Governments
of the Western and Islamic countries,
which concern us most, have come to
recognise India’s great potential as a
major player in the world and have
admiration for and faith in Indian de-
mocracy. Like the vast majority of In-
dian citizens, ‘these Governments
have also come to believe that which-
ever Government is in power in India
will uphold the fundamental demo-
cratic principles enshrined in the
Constitution, which include the de-
fence of secularism and non-discrimi-

)¢

The vantage position of India in the comity of
#bw seems to be in jeopardy under the

%};)ﬂ]P—led Government at the Centre.

.

L

nation against and the protection of
the minorities, These Governments
have not sc far brought themselves to
believe that this trust has been be-
trayed by the Vajpayee Government,
Given India’s record of democracy
and thejr stake in the country, they
are still prepared to give it the benefit
of the doubt. The other major reason
for the subdued international reaction.

is the preaccupation of the U.S. and¥:
its principal allies with the global .

campaign against terrorism and that
of most of these countries with the
Palestinian issue.

Unfortunately, the Government of
India’s response to this minimum-
must reaction of Foreign Govern-
ments has been totally out of propor-
tion, unjustified and self-defeating.
The External Affairs Ministry is report-
ed to have refused, or at least unduly
delayed, giving an appointment to lo-
cal E.U. Ambassadors to make a de-
marche of an innocuous character on
this matter. The B.U. was then obliged
to issue a demarche to our Ambassa-
dor in Spain, the current E.U, Presi-
dent. The Ministry refused to call it a
demarche on the basis of the puerile
and specious arguments that a de-
marche is issued only when the Am-
bassador concerned is summoned
and not when he goes on his own to
the local Foreign Office, and that no
demarche can be issued on a subject
lying essentially within the domestic
jurisdiction of a state. When a similar
demarche was issued at the recent Se-
nior Officers’ meeting hetween India
and the EU. Troika, the Ministry
thought it necessary to come out with
the explanation that it was the Indian
side which raised the issue and that it
refused to accept the paper on the
subject sought to be handed over by
the E.U. delegation.

The statement issued by the Minis-
try on April 24 was an epitome of dip-
lomatic over-reaction, The concern

SEE HINDU

and sorrow expressed by some foreign
countries cannot be regarded as “con-
tradictory to well-established norms
of diplomacy”, and even less so, as an
“intrusion on India’s domestic turf”.
There are numerous occasions when
well-meaning and friendly foreign
Governments have expressed con-
c&rm, more in anguish rather than as a
protest, at developments in the do-
mestic spheres of another foreign
country. India itself has expressed
concern over such developments,
particularly in its neighbouring coun-
tries. To characterise the mild and ex-
pected reactions of some of the E.U.
member-countries as “injurious to
the friendly relations that exist be-
tween India and EU.” is indeed
seif-defeating.

No doubt, the leaking out of the in-
ternal reports of the local missions of
some of the E.U. member-countries
trangressed the norms of diplomatic
practice. That is why when the Indian
External Affairs Minister brought it to
the attention of his British counter-
part, the latter promptly regretted the
incident. It was legitimate to have
protested against it. However, one
would have wished the Ministry's
statement to have remained confined
to the leakage issue,

There is no evidence that there was
a leakage of any internal report of the
E.U. as a whole. Therefore, the lump-
ing of the E.U. with individual Eu-
ropean countries in the statement was
most unfortunate. Besides, the sub-
stance of the internal reports leaked

- out by some foreign missions does not

add anything to the reports carried by
the national media and those submit-
ted by individuals, their groups and
institutions of unimpeachable integri-
ty and authority, including the Na-
tional Humans Right Commission,
who visited the scenes of the Gujarat
carnage.

The Prime Minister’s observation at

1§ MAT 202
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s reaction to Gujarat

By Muchkund Dubey H 9"\
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the function in New Delhi on A
to mark the end of the celebrat
the 2600th birth anniversary c
Mahavir, that “we do not n
learn from others what secu
and pluralism are all about” is
ical exercise in political rhetor
hypocrisy.

The Government of India
cannot ignore the international
cations of the Gujarat carnage. i
behind the doctrine of domestis
diction on the quintessentially
salist issue of human rights is r
convincing nor of much use. A
recent change in the world sit
particularly after the end of th:
War, has been the recrudesce:
dernocracy and the universal a
ance of the values of human
and fundamental freedoms. Giv
heritage of Gandhi and Nehr
with our nearly haif-a-centu
democratic tradition, we had th
this had put India in a tremenc
advantageous position vis-a-vis
developing countries, partic
some of our neighbours. The v:
position of India in the comity
tions now seems to be in jeopar:
der the BJP-led Government :
Centre.

The discussion at the Senio
cers Meeting between India ar
EU. Troika demonstrated th:
E.U. has no intention of making
issue out of its demarche. It v
only too relieved if the Indian G
ment restores normalcy in G
thus making it possible for it 1
pursue the issue further.

Of much greater concern is th
sibility of India coming under t
lateral pressure of major Wi
countries and Islamic countries
violence in Gujarat continues.
ever, this can also be mar
though at some cost. The prii
concern should be what the carn
going to do to our own society.
forces which have unleashed vic
in Gujarat are not controlled, the
disastrous consequence will b
nation divided and at war with
and its priorities in the economi
social fields relegated to the
ground.



‘NDA, Congress
Times News Networl ‘\'

NEW DELHL The ruling alliance .
and the main opposition Congress
party joined hands in the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday to pass a bill
updating diverse aspects of the
Patents Act, 1970. This now goes to
the Lok Sabha.
~The Act was amended compre-
-Hensively “by Parliament once
before, in March 1999, to incotpo-
rate . India’s World Trade
Organisation treaty obligations on
trade-refated intellectual propert
rights. The government then ch?ndy
ed to amend the main law itself, to
encourage innovation and patent-
ing, while meeting concerns on
public health and safety issues, Its
bill on the subject, tabled at the end

jg‘in hands

of 1999, was referred fo;\ex ina-
tion to a committee of both hduses.

The joint committee extensively
rewrote the bill and the government
accepted all recommendations of
the committee. Left party MPs
wanted to go further and tried to
add their suggestions during the
clause- by-clause copsidgyation - of
the bill on Thursday; Congress and
ruling alliance joined to reject these.

Commerce minister.- Murasoli
Maran had a long meeting with
Congress and Left seniors in the
Rajya Sabha on Thesday, at which
points of friction were sorted and
Congress desires assuaged by the
assurance of a further series of
amendments after a year or so, Left
and minister agreed to disagree on

for updating Pa(t_fants Aet

ing the details of these reserve pow-

some points and, as a result, the for-
mer’s opposition to sections of the
bill was made without acrimony.
The bill updates definitions of
inventions, provides uniform patent
protection of 20 years for all cate-
gories of inventions, enables the
government to decide whenever a
patent is 1o be set aside when the |
public interest warrants it, besides
giving it other reserve powers to
licence the production and price of
a product when a patent is so bro-
ken, provides an appellate board
for appeals and changes various
other provisions of existing law.
Maran spent alot of time explain-

ers with the state and how these
covered all sorts of contingencies. /
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By K.V, Prasad

NEW jI. MAY 7. The Government today
rejected: \prescriptions” by formgn coun-
tries on internal affairs, stating that while
developments in Gujarat were “extremely
regrettable,” Tndia could not be “spoken
10."”

“India will not accept it, as it did not after
the 1998 (nuclear) tests to be told in pre-
scriptive tone to do this or do that... not be
spoken to from any position of assumed
superiority or morality,” the External Af-
fairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, said in the
Rajya Sabha while replying to a discussion
on the working of his Ministry. India’s re-

sponse, he said, would be according to the.

channel — diplomatic or publlc — it came
from.
Mr. Smgh also’ relected pqzrrmttmg any
“outside” observers in Jaminuwand Kashmir
where Assembly elections are due later this

year. The conduct of polls there was within .

the domain of the Election Commission.
Reiterating that India was not willing to
hold talks with Pakistan unless it gave up
cross-border terrorism, Mr. Singh said New
Delhi would not accept promotion of ter-
rorism as an instrument of State policy or

agree to ivbeing employed as a “pre-nego-
tiation saCtic.” It was for Pakistan to decide

préSc ri ptlons'»

- what kind of bllateral relatlons it Mzted to

have in the long-term.

During his 50-minute reply, Mr. Singh
touched upon a range of issues — relations
with the United States, China, Afghanistan,
Palestine and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, the Vajpayee Government's ap-
proach to the non-aligned movement, sup-
port for India as a permanent member of
the United Nations Security Council, and,
in particular, the Congress leader, K. Nat-
war Singh’s shatp criticism of the foreign
policy.

Addressing the concerns of members, in-

cluding Pranab Mukherjee (Congress) and

P. G. Naryanan (AIADMK), he said the LTTE
remained a pbanned organisation and New
Delhi had rempinded Colombo that its re-

- quest for the gxtradmon of the LTTE chief,

V. Prabakararj was pending. The problems
of the ﬁshenmn in the Palk Straits would
be soried out, he said.

Referring to Afghanistan, Mr Slngh smd
since the installation of the Hamid Karzai

- interim government, New Delhi hag ‘been.

extending full cooperation, India’s interest
was in the welfare of the people of Afghan-
istan. On NAM, he said India was active
behind the scenes without hurting the sen-
timents of the members while persuading

- Gujarat. [slamic nations were watching the

-tion to Gujarat. And whether the Govern-

\and akistan policy?

QSWant ‘

the cutrent Chairman, South Africa, on the
urgent need to reviralise the movement.
New issues such as terrorism and ecology
were confronting foreign policy planning
and “we cannot live in yesterday.” Another
challenge was the growth of NATQ, with
Russia virtually becoming its member. New
Delhi had clarified its position'on Palestine
on several occasions. As for Sino-Indian re-
lations, they were progressing well with
both countries having: exchanged maps on
the Line of Actual Contro} in the mid-sec-
tor. The western sector woild come next.

Earlier, initiating the discussion, Natwar
Singh criticised the Governiment’s foreign
policy and asked whether it had one to-
wards Pakistan. The Government had given
up the Nehruvian policy and had also turn-
ed away from NAM.

Natwar Singh said the foreign missions
could not be faulted for their comments on

developments. in Gujarat and wanted the |
Centre to state what it would do if 4 million f :
Indians employed in the Gulf countries
were asked to pack up and leave as a reac-

f

ment had @ substitute for NAM and what
were thestontents of discussion with- the
U.S. ovthe Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty

8 MY o



“Jaswant rejects

forelgn serm

BT Correspondentﬁ
New Delhi, May 7

INDIA WILL not acceptany pre-
scription on its internal affairs

from other countries, External _
Affairs Minister JaswantSmgh -
. ministry was always ready to

told the Rajya Sabha today.

He was replying to a debate
on the functioning pf
istry, with Oppositionl
such as Pranab Mukhe
Natwar Singh criticising the
Government’s handling of vio-.
lence in Gujarat. -

. “India will not accept being
told in prescriptive terms, do
this, that or the other. Also, as in
1998 (in  the aftermath of
Pokhran 6 nuclear test), India
will not be spoken to from as-
swned positions of superiority
or greater morality” he said.

C Ramachandraiah of TDP
took the Government to task to-
day for being over-sensitive to
criticism by foreign countries.

mm‘ <
dirs -
ee and

He said emternation dam-
age control exercise by New
Delhi would be of no use as
long as violence continued in
Gujarat. -

" Pushed on the defensive by
the Opposition, Singh said his

» \o(t\\{s

discuss the issue at a diplomat-
¢ level with any country, pro-
\F!ded they did not take the is-
506 to the media.

The minister also ruled out
external observers for the As-
sembly elections in Jammu ang
Kashmir, saying that this was
entirely the Election Commis-

. ston’s domain,

He said Delhi had made &t
clear that the Kashmir issue had
to be resolved bilaterallty be-
tween Indla and Pakistan.

He said that india was ready
for a dialogue on all issues with
Pakistan provided it stopped
sponsoring terrorist activity in
Jammu and Kashmir,



he infe?mtional concern for Gujarat should have been appreciated by India

<3 s"si'

dian people remain concerned

and disoriented due to the con-
tinuing violence in Gujarat despite
some steps taken by the Centre to
remedy the situation, the last being
the appointment of K.BS. Gill as se-
curity advisor to the chief minister
of Gujarat. There is widespread de-
scription and cogitation about the
domestic ramifications of develop-
ments in Gujarat. Equally impor-
tant is the implications for India's
external relations and its credibili-
ty in the international community,

External, governmental and me-
dia reactions to the events in Gujarat
have been that of concern and criti-
cism. From this, the general conclu-
sion has been drawn by our media
and pubhc opinion that our external
credibility has been affected.

The second facet of our reaction
is the official claind that ekternal
value judgiments are an interference
in our domestic. jurisdiction. Am-
biguous reports that the Indian del-
egation refused to accept some doc-
uments which the European Union
delegation wished to hand over tous
expressing their concern on May 3
have getierated the impression that

THE INDIAN media and theh .

we are on the defensive and are tak-'

ing refuge in the argumets of sov-
ereignty and domestic jurisdiction.
The technical pomt to beiremem-
bered on this issue is that ﬂhen del-
egations of the two countrxes meet,
their discussions are either sum-

marised in an ‘agreed minutes’ ora

‘joint statement’ if it is to be a bilat-
eral exercise. The question of one
side handing over a critical or pre-
scriptive document to the other is
not normal international practice
— unless it is an ultimatum preced-
ing a possible conflict situation,

Two issues {0 be examined are .

whether it is correct to say that In-
dia’s credibility as a pluralist demo-
cracy has been affected. The second
issue concerns our asserting the in-
violability of our sovereignty and
jurisdiction, I have had cccasions of
discussing both the issues with seri-
ior levels in the government over
the last ten days. The assessmenis
given to me merit attention.

Should Indians come to the con-
clusion that the incidents of com-
munal violence with all its attendant
factors in Gujarat have irretrievably
destroyed India's credibility as a
secular;, pluralist democracy? India
has gone through such violence dnd
upheavais before and has shown re-
silience to transcend them and get

yee them see us

MEA CULPA: Jaswant Singh and Nirupama Rao

back on the track of its basic socio-
cultural and ideological moorings.

The reaction of public opinion -

_across the country to the events in
Gujarat is proof that what happens

in ¢ne state should not form the -

criteria by which the substance of
India’s credibility should be ques-
. tloned. I would go one step further
and say that the reason why we are
committed to democracy, plura.llsm
and secularism is because India isa
opuntry with a Hindu majority firm-
1y rooted in the genuine principles of
the Hindu socio-religious ethos. |
One accepts the argument that In-
dia’s lang-term credibiiity need not
e doubted. But the very principles
which we claim as the composite
terms of reference of cur polity root-

ed in the above Hindu ethos stand -

eroded and diminished because of
Gujarat. There is an emerging con-
sensus on this point across the spec-
trum of political parties. There is
also the consensus to overcome this

denial of our basic principles. We

should welcome this, if it becomes a
political reality without foss of time.
As far as our asserting domestic
jurisdiction goes, my interlocutors
from the government told me that
there are no inhibitions about dis-
cussing external criticism or evalu-
ations. The objection is to foreign
governments and entities being pre-
scriptive about what we should do in
terms of the internal governance
of the country, Ministers of foreign
governments wishing to ioin peace
marches in Gujarat or suggesting
the manner in which enquiries
. should he made on the incidents are
not acceptable.
If India’s reactions were articu-
lated in detail in this manner thay

lg_now]pd seahle.

wotld have sounded logical and un-
exceptional, Unfértunately, govern-
ment spokespersons practised.the
virtue of brevity which became
counter-productive in this case. In-
dia criticised the international com-
munity and important governments
for “injecting themselves in what is
essentially an internal matter in the
sphere of domestic jurisdiction of
India.” The logic behind this state-
ment as conveyed to me should have
formed the statement itself, -

Prime Minister Vajpayee's stiate- .
ment that India does not need lec-

tures on secularism or human rights
from_ foreign quarters would have
been better understood if our offi-
cial reactions on the lines explained
to me had preceded his statement.

It is pertinent nevertheless to take
note of external reactions and their
short-term implications. At the oper-
ational level, both domestic and in-
ternational politics are not essential-
ly rooted in objective facts or logic,
but on general perceptions, Most of
the external official criticism has
come from the western democracies
who want to shore up their credibili-
ty with Islamic nations in the context
of their ongoing campaign against
terrorism — a motivation animated
by vital strategic and economic in-
terests in the Gulf, Central Asia,
West Asia and the Maghreb.

Secondly, deliberate leaks of re-
ports and assessments prepared by
foreign embassies have more in-
triguing motivations than what has
been discerned in general assess-
ments. But we also have to take note
of short-term and substantive as-
pects of external reactions.

Mark Tully, one of the most
long-serving and

L

sympathetic British journalists in
India, gave a perceptive assessment
when he stated that the vieclence
against Muslims in Gujarat seems
to be part of a systematic agenda of
the BJP and its associate organisa-
tions like the VHP and Bajrang Dal.
He based this assessment on the vi-
olence against Christians, the stand
taken by the government on conver-
sion of Hindus to other religions,
and the pattern of violence against
Muslims over the last decade.

The point to ponder is whether
by stone-walling these critical as-
sessments — using the argument of
State sovereignty and jurisdiction
in a mechanistic manner — will it
serve our vital interests or enhance
our ¢redibility as a modern democ-
racy? It must be remembered that
traditional concepts and practices
related to State sovereignty, political
and territorial, stand diminished
due to contemporary trends in in-
ternational law and politics.

Issues like good governance,
democracy, respect for human
rights and attempts at ethnic or
communal cleansing are a matter of
legitimate international concern.
Secondly, India itself isa party toall
the major international conven-
tions and undertakings velating to
these issues. More importantly, In-
dia has expressed similar concern
in the past about the plight of Ben-
galis in East Pakistan, about the
predicament of Sri Lankan Tamils
and about animosity against people
of Indian origin in Fiji. We should
have been realistic and adroit in
governmental reactions to external
assessments of violence in Gujarat.

I have no hesitation in being pre-
scriptive in the matter in the context
of my professional experience. We
should have expressed general ap-
preciation for the international con-
cern for aberrations in Gujarat, We
should have emphasised that we
share concerns expressed by the in-
ternational community with greater
intensity than them because the sit-
uation affects India’s vital interests.

We should have assured the inter-
national community that India
would be taking all necessary and
relevant remedial action and that
India expects general support of the
international community 1n its ef-
forts at this difficult juncture. We
should have emphasised that as a
country, India has the resilience to
face criticism and the confidence to
neutralise that criticism by appro-
priate policy decisions and acttons.

/([\/‘ L



. I LS o‘. \/
/D/eblhtatmg denials
érlb\ IVJEA’S credibility compromised ()

gg on the face is often the result of being too clever by half.

The Ministry. of External Affairs’ discomfort over the Euro-
pean Union’s criticism of the horror of Gujarat has been ren-
dered all the more disconcerting because of puerile attempts at
finding technical shortcomings in media reports. Unable to
deny that the EU had expressed misgivings, South Block opted
to question the manner in which the message was conveyed.
Reminiscent of less than competent lawyers, it indulged in
splitting hairs over whether it had been a demarche or a verbal
message, which was nothing mor¢ than a diversionary
manoeuvre. Eventually it had to accept that the EU had
conveyed the message. That such a message followed the
MEA’s contention that such observations amounted to

“Interference” was confirmation that such puerile arguments -

had been treated with the contempt they deserved.

Yet it is not just “face” that the MEA lost in the process. The
line that it chose to take could create some long-term diffi-
culties for its official spokesperson. The “Foreign Office”
spokesperson is no ordinary media-relations official, he or she
is the voice of India in the international sphere — at times the
only voice — and it is expected to be a voice of authority. Using
the spokesperson-rdute to the accompaniment of dubious
denials to limit the damage only compromised the credibility of
that office. Some of that must trickle down to a personal ievel
too. Which could cost the nation dearly in the days ahead. The
MEA knows all too well that Gujarat has severely impacted
upon India’s international standing. While it seems determined
to be helpless in dealing with the situation on the ground it
could at least avoid attempting to trivialise the challenge. The
existence of that challenge is not something it can deny. /

~
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GUJARAT VIOLENCE / E.U. INSISTENCE ON DEMARCHE

We are s?l‘;gprlsed,

By Our Special Correspondent

MEW DELMI, APRIL 30. While rejecting the “so
-called demarche” by the European Union
on Gujarat, India today reiterated that it op-
posed any “interference” in its internal
affairs.

“We are surprised at the European
Union's insistence on making it an issue of
public controversy,” the spokesperson of
the Ministry of External Affairs, Nirupama
Rao, said in response to a question. She said
this in the light of the meeting between In-
dia's Ambassador in Spain, Dilip Lahiri, and
the E.U.'s political director on Asia earlier
this month. The E.U. has described the con-
tents of this interaction as a demarche —a
view that has been rejected by India.

Official sources here say that a demarche
is a specific technical term. A communi-
cation by a foreign government — verbal or
otherwise -— cannot be construed as a de-

- marche unless it has been specified as such.
During the meeting with Mr. Lahiri, the
E.U.’s political director had made no such
specification. Inpidentally, Mr. Lahiri is in
India along with the Indian envoy based in
Brussels. Thése officials are here to partici-

pate in the senior officials’ meeting with
their counterparts belonging to the E.U.
troika countries that will take place later
this week.

According to the spokesperson, India has
already rejected foreign interference
through media leaks and slanted comments
on what she described as ""unidentified for-
eign diplomats.” India expected the “for-
eign countries to show respect for the
democratic debate that is taking place in-
ternally and not become a part of it.”

Sources here stressed that India’s objec-
tions were not on the fact that the E.U.
countries had raised the Gujarat issue with
them. What they opposed was the method
through which this had been done. The
Government had reservations over the “se-
lective media leaks”

Sources said the Government, for in-
stance, would have no objections in case
the foreign governments expressed concern
privately and in formal meetings. For in-
stance, the visiting Danish Foreign Minister
today discussed the Gujarar situation with
the External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh.
India explained its standpoint on the sit-

P

India
uatiorn. Of;‘i als here feel that the Gujarat
situation had to be understood in the light
of the fact that it has been a communally
sensitive State. In addition, non-resident
Indians who have acquired an influence in
the foreign public institutions have also
played a role that has ied to comments on

the Gujarat situation in foreign capitals,
they say.

Pak. charge on Brahmos
missile rejected \

India today rejected the Pakistani asser- |
tion that the Brahmos cruise missile it had ;
tested on Sunday violated the Missile Tech-
nology Control Regime (MTCR). :

Pointing out that the Pakistani allega-
tions were “without any foundation”, the
External Affairs Ministry spokespersen said
the April 28 testing of the Brahmos super-
sonijc missile, an Indo-Russian project, was
a “technology demonstration test” carried
out from land. “It does not fall within the
purview of the MTCR.”“The Pakistani state-
ment is, as usual, part of their habitual po-
litical propaganda against India,” the
spokesperson said.
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WAITING AND WATCHING
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elhi gives Pervez a ch

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, May 28: India
today said it will wait for a
few niore weeks to see if Pak-
istan is serious about stop-
ping infiltration before an-
nouncing its next step, keep-
ing alive hopes for a diplo-
matic solution to the crisis.

That step could be military
action against terrorists based
in Pakistan, or a return to the
talks table, depending on devel-
opments on the ground along
the Line of Control.

“If Pakistan acts on the assu-
rance it has given, India will res-
pond,” external affairs minister
Jaswant Singh said in response
to Musharraf’s address last
night in which he claimed that
infiltration was not taking place.

“But these steps have to be ir-
reversible. The camnps of the ter-
rorists have to be closed down
permanently If they are serious,
we will know. If action is taken
by Pakistan, India will recipro-
cate,” he added.

Washington, which has been
pressing Musharraf to stop infil-
tration, also appeared to be giv-
ing him a chance {o come good
on his word.

“We welcome President
Musgharraf's commitment that
Pakistan will not allow its terri-
tory to be used for terrorism.
This positive statement needs to
be coupled with positive ac-
tions,” PTI quoted a state depart-
ment official as saying.

Asked if military actionisan

option India is considering,
Singh declined comment. But
he said if it does pursue that op-
tion, the presence of US soldiers

in Pakistan would not be a .

deterrent.
Listing the series of terrorist

" “attacks in the last one year, Sin.

gh said: “We cannot be penalised
for our patience and restraint.”
He made ii clear that India is
not buying the argument that
Musharraf is not in full control
in Pakistan. Many western lead-
ers have been trying to convince
Delhi that degpite the best inten-

THE TELEGRAP-

J
tions of the Pakistani President,
rogue elements in the establish-
ment continue to support
militants.

“Often this question has been
asked whether Musharraf’s writ
runs in Pakistan,” the foreign
minister said. “We are of the
belief that he is in control of the
situation in the country” He ar-
gued that Musharraf could not

Siachen firing

New Delhi, May 28: An arti-
Iiery dnel that broke ouf in
the Siachen glacier between In-
dian and Pakistani troops this
afternoon was continuing till
early evening even as army
sources said shelling across the
international boundary in
Jammu “was not particularly
heavy” today.

Siachen is beyond the LoC,
across the Actual Ground Posi-
tion Line. Sources said that in
Batalik in the Kargil sector,
too, artillery firing was report-
ed yvesterday. On most other
parts of the LoC, the exchange
of fire was limited to infantry
weapons and 81mm and, in a
few cases, 120mm mortars.

In the Pallanwala and
Rajouri sectors, firing contin-
ued last night. Indian troops re-
taliated with concentrated fire
assanlts on certaln pockets,
targeting Pakistani posts.

claim to enjoy the support of 98

per cent of the Pakistani people -

on gne hand and on the other
plead that he is not in control.

] am, therefore, intrigued by
these contradictory positions,”
Singh added.

India’s response to Mushar-
raf’s speech came this afternoon
at a news conference addressed
by the foreign minister. Before
that, an unofficial meeting at-
tended by Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, who returned
to the capital from Manali
around 1.30 pm, and other senior

L

ance

g

Cabinet m b?rs took place to

assess the nlessage the Pakistani
President was trying to send.

Describing Musharraf’s spe-
ech as “disappointing and dan-
gerous”, Singh matched the Pak-
istani President’s rhetoric. “It is
disappointing, as it merely repe-
ats some earlier assurances wh-
ich remain unfulfilled till today,
and dangerous because through
belligerent posturing tension
has been added, not reduced.”

“Evading altogether the cen-
tral issue of Pakistan’'s promo-
tion of terrorism, the general,
uwnfortunately, engaged instead
in an offensive and tasteless re-
vilement of India,” Singh said.

He termed Musharraf’s
claim that no infiltration was
taking place and the assurance
that terrorist activities would
not be allowed from Pakistan
“mere verbal denials... they run
against facts on the ground”.

Pakistan expressed “regrets”
at India’s response to Mushar-
raf’s speech.

“Jaswant Singh’s allegations
against Pakistan are baseless. If
India is so concerned about the
so-called cross-LoC infiitration,
it should accept Pakistan’s oft-
repeated proposal for strength-
ening Unmaogip (UN monitoring
group) or posting of independ-
ent observers to monitor the
Line of Control,” it said.

Singh refused to comment on
Musharraf’s observations about
the treatment of minorities in
India, particularly in the context
of the violence in Gujarat. He
dismissed most of themas either
“regrettable” or as a reflection of
the “limitation in the general's -
vocabulary”.

He said the world communj’
and Pakistan should instg
focus on the central iss
cross-border terrorism.
felt that India’s diplomags,
ves were working, but,-,,‘;j’eg@%t
that it was for countriet. ges c
USand Britain to asseg, e, by
or not the pressure the- o f’ﬁ
have applied on My, é’s,;)i’- be:'?
yielding results. /o 5“:90% Aty
& See Pages 7, 8 4a, Ja,
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“MEA to defence
pf ndefensible

NEW DELHI, April 26. — Minstry of external affairs officials fee
they've been placed in a “most unenviable” situation of having i
defend the indefensible on Gujarat.

Snowed under an avalanche of questions in Parliament relating tc
the battering that India’s image has taken over Gujarat in the inter
national community, officials were hardpressed to answer questions
such as on the number of foreign missions having sent teams to the
state. “This is a free country,” a senior official said. “How do we
check on who has gone and where?”

To top it all, having objected — through public statements — to for-
eign embassies “leaking” their internal reports to the Indian media
and to statements made by visiting foreign dignitaries, the MEA has
left itself open to ridicule. “If we don’t react, we get hell ... when we
do (react), we are laughed at,” an official said. “And the worst is that
we haven’t created the problem ... others create the mess and we are
left to clear up.” Another senior official summed it up with the words,
“We’re caught between a rock and a hard place”. Mandarins private-
ly admit that months of hard work have gone awry completely with
“this mess”, and “every Tom, Dick and Harry now lecturing us”. -

The government has been told to sort out the mess rather than
take notice and react to every little bit of criticism, well-meaning or
otherwise, But, having been cornered domestically, the government
has decided, as a matter of policy, that it would brook no “interfer-
ence” in its “internal affairs” by lashing out at overt expressions of
“concern” and how to manage its affairs.

The BIP today said references made by some missions were base-
less and deplorable, taking strong exception to the term “genocide.”
British foreign secretary Mr Jack Straw spoke to Mr Jaswant Singh to
express “regret for the media “feak” of its Gujarat report, which was
purely for “internal purposes”, an MEA spokesperson said. And EU
missions today said they had “merely” conveyed their “concern”.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2002 w

NOT A SIGN OF SELF-

THE PRIME MINISTER, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
the External Affairs Ministry have followed the
predictable pattern of the past in protesting over
the concerns being expressed by the international
community on the vexatious communal situation
in Gujarat at this point. At one level, New Delhi's
vigorous denunciation of the perceived diplomat-
ic excesses by some Furopean countries has, un-
derstandably, remained quite upavailing in the

context of the present-day ethos of international -

interdependence and globalised existence. Now,
by transparent means and subtle devices, the Eu-
ropean Governments in focus as also some other
Western powers and their diplomatic missions in
New Delhi have arguably made substantive com-
ments on the fundamental issues at stake in Guj-
arat at this stage. In essence and taken together,
the impugned comments amount to no more than
seme serious expressions of concern by these
countries about the volatile and “tragic” tum of
events in Gujarat since the recent Godhra outrage.
New Delhi’s characterisation of such observations
as “foreign interference” in India’s internal affairs
is reflective of a clear failure on the part of the
Government to draw the salutary distinction be-
tween a truly objectionable action of external in-
t_?rvention and a plain-speak diplomatic
assessment by friendly powers. At another level,
New Delhi has completely missed the point that
its unseemly sensitiveness is hardly a sign of its
own sense of self-assurance in these trymg cir-
curnstances in Gujarat.

- New Delhi has perhaps over-reacted by casting
aspersions that some of these Western powers are
virtually “creating an impression of playing a par-
tisan role” in Gujarat. Cited in support of this con-
clusion is the observation by the External Affairs
Ministry that “some foreign countries and mis-
sions in Delhi are injecting themselves into the
highly politically charged internal debate” in India
on the current extraordinary crisis in Gujarat. In a
gritical sense, it is true that India’s democratic and
secular traditions lie at the core of this internal

WQONFIDENCQM

debate, howsom&caﬂy chatged it might in-
deed be. It is in this specific context that Mr. Vaj-
payee has sought to join issue with the
Gujarat-conscious vocal sections of the interna-
tional community. India, according to him, does
not need external sermons on its own millennial
secularism. The Vajpayee administration seems to
think that the present communal polarisation in
Gujarat has atiracted enormous attention in the
West because of its strategic compulsions to prove
that its “campaign” against globalised terror has
nothing to do with the religious identity of the
suspected target-groups. However, the larger issue
that India should concern itself with has nothing
to do with the sensitivities of the West in its stated
“war against terror”, As a country that stands for a
democratic and pluralist global order of states, In-
dia has nothing to be afraid of such transparency
as might induce an international scrutiny of even
issues concerning its own core principles of
nationhood.

New Delhi has overlooked two weighty factors
while deploring and denouncing “foreign interfe-
rence” in Gujarat at this time. First, no evidence
has been produced to indicate that the Western
powers, some of whom figure in the controversy,
have acted in a manner that could instigate further
violence and bloodshed in Gujarat and keep the
communal cauldron there on the boil. What bears
repetition, therefore, is the fine distinction that ex-
ists between any intrusive or aggressive action by
an external power that might instigate or foment
trouble within India and a candid comment. India
certainly possesses the strength to withstand the
diplomatic sermons from foreign sources. The sec-
ond key factor of no apparent interest to New Del-
hi today is a simple question of sustainable
diplomacy. If New Delhi cannot tolerate an in-
ternational plain-speak on human rights and on
the basic principles of democracy, tolerance and
pluralism, how can India claim a participatory role |
in the multilateral efforts to shape the global ord
of the unfolding post-Cold War period? /
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MEA’s impotent

[ °
< :
D\ﬁ‘q\%n!y proves that Gujarat is hurt : by

ln normal times there would be some validity to the ministry
of external affairs’ taking exception to reports from diploma-
tic missions here to their governments finding their way to the
media, But events in Gujarat have rendered these times
abnormal; it is central to the issuc that what is happening in
Gujarat is of concern worldwide. The MEA's propensity to take
offence merely confirms that India’s standing in the comity of
natjons has taken a battering, Cornered like the government at
large, the MEA has opted to try and fight its way out but has
blundered in suggesting that unfavourable observations are
tantamount to interference in India’s internal affairs. That line
simply does not wash, particularly in this era of globalisation,
The international community does not take kindly to blatant
violation of human rights: witness Northern Iraq, Bosnia,
Kosovo, Central Africa and China too. Gujarat may not fit into
quite the same bracket but if the Government continue to hide
its head in the sand the worst is still to come. The argument that
sectarian violence is not confined to the Indian sib-continent
falls flat because what worries right-thinking people at home
and abroad is the role of the state machinery in furthering the
violence unleashed upon the minority community.

The MEA's damage-control strategy of trying to project the
“true picture” is as skewed as the Gujarat government’s bid —
through a series of advertisements in the media — to create an
impression of exaggerated media accounts being at the root of
the current troubles. What all branches of the central and state
governments must realise is that the sordid scenes that horrify
the world are not the creation of media/diplomatic reports but
are the ground realities. We do not create the crisis, we merely
report it. Rather than try to pull the proverbial wool over the {
eyes, the government must understand that genuine damage- |
limitation can only take the shape of positive, concrete action. |
Action that will create conditions in which the process of re-
cstablishing the credibility of the official machinery might be j

initiated. There is no evidence of that kind of action yet, and
until that is done the truth will continue to hurt. Despite all the
efforts of the spin doctors of South Bloc! /

¥
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MEA tough line on guests

3L A

fere in the already democratic
debate going on in our country ...
on Gujarat by deliberately leaking
their internal reports or making
political comments on the subject.”

The spokesperson was res-po-
nding to fresh reports in which
the Swiss foreign minister, Mr
Josef Deiss, made critical re-
ferences to the situation in Gu-
jarat. The government, she said,
has received no formal commu-
nications of disapproval from any
country on the matter.

The spokesperson said: “Some
foreign countries and missions in
Delhi are injecting themselves

Echoing similar sentiments, the | into the highly politically-charged
British High Commissioner, ?)h Sy internal debate and creating an
Rob Young, also spoke of the tabbed duri L . impression of playing a partisan
continuinggviolenoe a cause of The body of & man during Tuesday's riols in Ahmedabad, —AFP role,” which was “cyn;ntradictory to
concern. He, ever, welcomed Mr pecially the way “minorities were targeted”.  norms-of diplomacy and injurious to friendly
hes where he said those Noting that “unwarranted” comments ties between India and the EU as well as the
d be arrested and prosecuted.  were detrimental to ties, a foreign ministry European countries identified in the press
ressions of concern came on top  spokesperson said: “We note with regret reports as source of leaks and political
of EL mission’s reports on Gujarat, /es-  some foreign missions here continue o inter-  interference.”

NEW DELHI, April 24. —
Distressed over continuing “deli-
berate” leaks by some foreign
missions of their internal re-ports
on Gujarat, the government today
tersely sought an end to po-litical B
interference in its internal affairs.
The visiting Canadian minister
for inter-governmental affairs, Ms
Stephane Dion, expressed “conc- |
ern” over GGujarat at a press meet,
while making it clear that the
concern should not be interpreted
as interference into India’s affairs.
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: Q . G‘MM By Atul Aneja (\49/\

NEW OELHI(, APRIL 24. India, for the second time ina
week, today expressed its sttong disapproval of
“foreign interference’” in the developments in
Gujarat and especially wamed the Buropean
Union (EU) that its unabated activisin in the State
can “injure’’ diplomatic ties.
New Delhi’s response came amid media re-
ports in which the visiting Swiss Foreign Minister,
Joseph Deiss, said that he had conveyed his
country's concem over the “tragic”’ events in
Gujarat to his counterpart, Jaswant Singh, as well
as the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee. Offi-
cial sources said the Government also took strong
exception to the “leaked” internal communica-
tion on Gujarat between the German and Dutch
missions here, with their Governments.
“Foreign interference”, however, touched a
new high today, with the visiting Canadian Min-
ister of Inter-Governmental Affairs, Stephanie
Dign, stating that he was “eager’” to participate in
a peace march, proposed by the Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes, in Gujarat. The visiting
leader, in fact, urged “all people of goodwill” 10
“turn up and show how much they want the re-
turn of peace in the State.” lropically, Mr. Dion
hoped that his expressions of “concern” wili not
be construed as “‘interference” in India’s internal
affairs.

The spokesperson of the Ministry of External

rs, Nirupama Rao, in a statement, noted that

EE2REO035Y RCOLEED

‘Partisan role’ by some
foreign missions deplored

“some foreign countrjes ind missions in Dethi
are injecting themselves into the highly politically
charged internal debate in the country and are
creating an impression of playing a partisan
role.” She warned that this was contradictory to
well-established norms of diplemacy and “inju-
rious to the friendly relations that exist between
India and the EU as well as individual European
countries identified in the press as sources of
leaks and political interference.”

The spokesperson regretted that “some foreign
missions in India continue to interfere in the al-
ready vigorous debate going on in our country.”
She added that this intrusion on India’s domestic
turf was being executed through inspired “leaks"
of internal reporis ar by “substantive political -
comments on the subject.”

The Government was not averse to discussing
Gujarat privately. In fact, the situation in the
State did come up for discussion between the
visiting Australian Fereign Minister, Alexander
Downer and Mr. Singh on Tuesday, the sources
said. Incidentally, Mr. Downer, in an informal
chat with the media, while regrerting the vialence
in Gujarat, expressed optimism about the Gov-
ernment's ability to bring order to the State. Mr.
Singh, he said, had informed him that nearly
35,000 arrests had been made. He also rejected
what he called the “extravagant” assertions in the
media that the rioting in Gujarat was a manifes-
tation of a new form of “apartheid” or was a
throwback to Nazi Germany of the 1930s.
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“Foreign crltlc%ack out

i/ ~

April 23. - The government’s offensive” against
overt foreign criticism of the Gujarat violence
seemed to have paid dividends today. Not only the
European Union has backed off from handing the
government a demarche, even the Congress has
agreed that foreign missions in India have no busi-
ness to be openly critical about internal affairs.

Diplomatic sources said at least eight EU mem-
bers have told foreign ministry officials that they
would not be part of any official censure, which a
demarche would amount to. In fact, some coun-
tries told India they would issue formal denials if
such an issue came up.

While it is true that the 15-member EU sought
an independent assessment of the situation in Gu-
jarat and reported back to their governments, as
indeed “any diplomatic mission would routinely be
required to do,” they did not anticipate the viru-

7 4§ APR 1T

ence of the MEA's reaction to public airing of es-
sentlally secret reporis between embassies and
their governments.

The Congress, much to the government’s sur-
prise, virtually sang the same tune as yesterday’s
MEA statement. The party spokesman, Mr J alpal
Reddy, said: “In our view, there is no need for in-
ternational bodies to get exercised over the human

.rights situation in Gujarat.,. In India, we h; Vi
brant democracy, independent quam

media and a powerful Parliament
ecutive accountable.”

He said Indian institutions are capable of taking
care of the aberrations'in any part of the Indian
system and that the reaction of the people and
Parliament to the incidents were the testimony of
the institutions.

Sources said the Congress reaction reflects the
party’s worries about the government and Sangh
Parivar, as a tactical ploy, trying to make a case of

“intervention by fore1gn cowtiries in Indian inter-
nal matters”.

make the ex-
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/If)elhi rejec"t"s ‘foreign L

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELH#, APRIL 22 Signalling a
rejection of foreign interfe-
rence in Gujarat, India today
took strong exception to the re-
marks by the Finnish Foreign
Minister on the communal
strife in the State.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs spokesperson, Nirupama
Rao, in response to a question
- on the Finnish Foreign Minis-
' ter's interview to an English
daily — said that India “does
not appreciate” foreign interfe-
rence in its internal affairs.

“India does not appreciate
interference... including wtili-
sation of the Indian media by
foreign leaders as well as by
visiting dignitaries to make
public statements in order to
pander to their domestic lob-
bies,” she said.

Sources here said the spo-
kesperson’s remarks should
not be seen as “Finland-specif-
ic”, but as reflecting India's
“generic” response to all for-
eign governments on this sub-
ject. She declined to comment

nterference’

\Lad 01
k \eal
when asked to respond to a Aments and their leaders e

media report that a hard-hit-
ting statement from the Eu-
ropean Union was in the offing.

“We have seen only press re-
ports and further details are
being ascertained. We do not
wish to react at this stage.” Ac-
cording to the report, the E.U.,
in its forthcoming declaration,
has compared the develop-
ments in Gujarat to
“apartheid’’.

Significantly, the E.U. this
evening delinked itself from
the contents of this story. “The
remarks contained in an arti-
cle... are the sole responsibility
of its author,” a communique

from the Presidency of the Eu-
ropean Union said.
The statement, however,

pointed out that the EU fol-
lowed the events in Gujarat
“with attention” and had ex-
pressed its “concern”.

Sources made three points
about the international re-
sponse to the Gujarat happen-
ings. First, India would remain
attentive to any expressions of
concern by foreign govern-

developments, provided \they
were privately expressed.\But
New Delhi would reject obser-
vations that were publicly aired
and appeared to placate the de-
mands of the domestic constit-
uencies in these countries.
Second, India would impress
upon foreign governments that
it was perfectly capable of
handling on its own, the fallout
of the complex situation in
Gujarat. Third, the develop-

‘ments in the State should not

g into question India’s cre-
dentials of a secular and plural-
istic democracy. Sources said
that the “system” was capable
of handling the international
fallout. The continuation of
rioting in the State, however,
could pose serious difficulties
to India’s interests abroad. The
Government, the sources said,
was especially concerned that
if the violence was not con-
tained, concerns could find an
echo in Saudi Arabia and Iran
— the key leaders of the Islamic

world with whom India has

e LN

-~




SN—

- External Affairs

Don’t meddle

in Gujarat,”,.

world told

HT Correspondent & PTI
New Delhi, April 22

INDIA TODAY reacted sharply
to criticism of the Gujarat situ-
ation by foreign leaders and
visiting dignitaries,
them not to interfere in its in-
ternal affairs. The European
Union has meanwhile dis-
tanced itself from an alleged
report on the developments in
the State,

“We would tke to make clear

that India does nhot appreciate -

interference in our internal af-
fairs including utilisation of
the Indian media by foreign
leaders as well as by visiting
dignitaries to make public
statements in order to pander
to their domestic lobbies”
ministry
spokesperson Nirupama Rao
told reporters.

New Deihi’s sharp response
came following an interview to
an Indian English daily given
by visiting Finland's Foreign
Minister Erkki- Tuomioja
where he said that the happen-
ings in Gujarat were a matter of
great concern and that the “pic-
tures of carnage are very dis-
turbing”. He enjoined the offi-
cial European Unilon view and
disclosed that he had personal-
ly asked External Affairs Min-
ister Jaswant Singh about it.

India has lodged an official
protest with Finland on the is-
sue, Rao said.

Meanwhile, the Embassy of

Spain, the acting Presjdent of
EU, said the media~ report
which said that the EU had in a

declaration obgerved that the

carnage in Gujarat was kind of
apartheid and has paraliels
with Nazi Germany of  the
1930s was the “sole responsibil-
ity of its author”.

In a release, it said “the EU
follows with attention the
events in Gujarat and has
expressed its concern in this

~asking -

respect”.

Britain has tactfully aveided
confirming reports based on a
leak of its telegram on Gujarat
meant for its foreign office in
London. Sources said the Tony
Blair Governmenthad used the
leak to picate ﬂﬁsmn origin
constituents of nterest in’
the welfare of people of a par-
ticular community.

India’s reaction also comes
close on the heels of remarks

by US Assistant Secretary of ‘

State for Southsia Christina’

Rocea who, on a» 18it here last -

week, termed events in Gu-
Jarat as “horrible”,

New Delhi plans to lodge of-

ficial complaints with the gov-
ernments of other countries
too whose missions here have
been leaking to the local Press
selective contents of ‘their
diplomatic telegrams on: the
Guj arat riots,

“While diplomats of foreign

missions are free to write their
reports based on their impres-
sions, the practice of leaking is
not acceptable,” the MEA
spokesperson said.

The Vajpayee government
has been stung by internation-
al criticism for its handling of
the Gujarat problem. It has in-
structed the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs to keep dally con-
tact with the Gujarat Govern-
ment so that its point of view
gets better representation in
the international media.

A source in a West Asian
Embassy disclosed that Saudi
Arabia and the UAE would
shortly be coming out with
public statements on the Gu-
jarat problem.

However, the missions of the
two countries have been in-
structed to maintain media si-
lence. “The attention of lead-
ing Islamic nations is for the
time being consumed by the

problems in Palestine,” an offi-
cial said.
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“Riots put
Times News Network
NEW DELHI: India’s growing di
comfort with the internationa
community’s comments on Gujarat
surfaced on Tuesday with the South
Block calling in the British deputy
high commissioner, The British
High Commission has pre-
pared an internal report on
Gujarat which challenges the
India government’s version
n several counts.
While no details were avail-
ble officially, sources said
dia had put on record its
sagreement with the facis
mtained in the report.
In response to a question
¢ the international reaction
1Gujarat, an external affairs
inistry spokesperson said, E
i\l the countries are well B
zare of the steps the ¥
overnment of India has taken.
e have the capacity and the will
t deal with incidents of this
tture, Qur secular credentials are
ino way diluted.”
The clarifications have become
wcessary following the remarks

India in bad light ;.

made by Prime Minister Atai the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
Behari Vajpayee in his speech in  was forced, subsequently, to ‘clarify’
Goa. Mr Vajpayee had said, that Mr Vajpayee was not attacking
“Wherever there are Muslims, they the entire Muslim community but
do not want to live with others. only the ‘jehadi’ elements.
Instead of living peacefully, they  This clarification was referred by
want to preach and propagate their US. State Department spokesper- |
: . m son Phil Reeker in a briefing |
on Monday. When asked
about Mr Vajpayee's com-
N ments, Mr Reecker said he
understocd that the PMO
had clarified that the
remarks had been taken out
of context. Mr Reeker said
the U.S. position on the vio-
lence in Gujarat was clear
and that U.S. assistant secre-
tary of state for South Asia
Christina Rocca had talked
about it during her visit.

H i

Saying that India had long
prided itself on being a
religion by creating fear and terror multi-ethnic secular nation, Mr
in the minds of others.” These Reeker said it was very important
remarks and others, where he that parties sought peaceful resolu-
appeared to justify the communal tion to their differences, because
riots in Gujarat by claiming they this type of violence did not benefit |
were a reaction to the Godhra car- anybody and it simply resulted in

nage, had been so controversial that  the loss of innocent lives. /
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/Gujarat incidents an aberration: MEA

\4

By Our Special

NEW DELHI, APRIL 18. In a damage
control exercise, India  has ac-
knowledged the recent inci-
dents of communal violence in
Gujarat as an “aberration”, but
has insisted that these cannot
be cited to question the coun-
try’s basic secular and pluralis-
tic credentials.

Responding to questions on
the international fallout of the
communal riots in Gujarat, the
External Affairs Ministry had
over this week said that India's
antecedents as a secular and
“pluralistic democracy” were
recognised the world over The
spokesperson's  observations
acquire significance in the
backdrop of concerns expressed
by several countries, including
<ey members of the U.N. Secu-
ity Council as well as the Eu-
opean Union, over the Gujarat

tuation. -

%‘9 Rl
lLespondent The United States,

v

9 - € 0w
while
lauding India as a “multi-ethnic
and secular” nation, had, nev-
ertheless, pointed to the futility
of the Gujarat violence

The MEA maintains that nor-
mality is fast returning to the
State and has asked its missions
to convey this message to the
Governments abroad.

Embassies have been told to
buttress their assertions by
pointing to the higher second-
ary examinations being held in
the State, in which 8,25,000 stu-
dents are appearing. They have
also been told to highlight the
fact that the share priges of Gov-
ernment-owned companies, in-
cluding pharmaceutical
companies, have not fallen.

While the Government has
chosen not to react sharply to
the remarks made by most for-
eign Governments, it has taken
strong exception to a recent
statement by the Pakistan for-

19 Lo omy
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eign office, which attacked the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, over the Gujarat
developments.

Apart from the “unwarranted
personal comments’ about the
Prime Minister, the foreign of-
fice spokesperson, in a state-
ment, said that India found it
“astonishing that the mouth-
piece of the military regime,
which has overthrown democ-
racy and is pursuing plans for a
fictional democracy with all
powers and control vested in
the army through a constitu-
tionally suspect referendum,
should be accusing others of be-
ing reactionary.”

Pakistan “should seek to ad-
dress the religious bigotry prac-
tised in its society, where
followers of other religions or
even sects of Islam are not al-
lowed the freedom of their reli-
gious beliefs”’, the statement

added. /
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world outside India does not care about events in Gujarat

. Different images

or once the prime minister

was wrong. Atal Bihari Vaj-

payee told inmates of the

Shah Alam Roza refugee

camp during his visit to
Ahmedabad on April 4 that with all
that was happening in Gujarat, he was
troubled about how he would show his
face in Singapore, where he was head-
ed during that weekend,

If the sensitive, emotional Vajpayee
was moved into making that statement
after seeing the plight of 8,000 dis-
placed Muslims in the camp, it was per-
feetly understandable.

If, on the other hand, the prime min-
ister's reaction was the result of brief-
ings he received from South Block
about what to expect during his visit to
southeast Asia, the officials who put
Vajpayee on the defensive did both him
and India a disservice,

From the distance of Washington,
this columnist has been intrigued by
recent reports, analyses and editorials
in the Indian media about how the
ground has suddenly been cut from
under India’s feet by the violence —no
doubt reprehiensible — which engulfed
Gujarat, It is clear that the same ration-
ale has been fed to Vajpayee at least by
a section of officials in South Block.

It is important to remember in the

face of this propaganda that foreign in- .

vestment has no moral standard. If it
did, Africa would not be in its present
state of having been looted and piun-
dered for decades by murderous dicta-
tors with the active collaboration of
conglomerates from rich counfries.
Nor would South Africa have thrived
under the apartheid practised by its
former white rulers. It is seldom that
heads of state and government the
world over are moved beyond lip serv-
ice by what is right and wrong. The
only factor which would prod them
into action is self-interest, If the for-
mer Yugoslav strongman, Slobodan
Milosevic, is now in the Netherlands
facing a war crimes tribunal, it is only
because western Europe and the Unit-
ed States of America belatedly acted
against him when they were haunted
by ghosts of World War I. It was, after
all, the murder of the Archduke of
Austria by a Serbian which triggered
the first great war.

he reality is that the world out-
T side India couldn't care less

about what is happening in Gu-
jarat. Even if more attention-grabbing
events have not been taking place in
west Asig, Pakistan and Venezuela, it
is doubtful if any significant body of
people abroad would have bothered to
pause and think about Gujarat. The
only exceptions are the Gulf states like
Saudi Arabia where Pakistani diplo-
mats have been working overtime to
fan the flames of hatred against Hin-
dus and Indians by tying Gujarat tothe
coat-tails of the current anti-Israeli,
anti-US sentiment. But even there, in
the efforts to get their compatriots to
fiood newspaper offices with anti-Indi-
an mail, Pakistani diplomats are being
worsted by the huge influx of genuine
letters from newspaper readers on the
Palestine issue.

DIPLOMACY

K.P. NAYAR

In the US, where television is the
most influential medium, images of

. Gujarat were few and far between even

when violence in the state was at its
height. There were the inevitable sto-
ries when passengers of the Sabarmati
Express were burnt to death in Godhra
and trouble subsequently erupted in
parts of Gujarat. But it was not a story
which wag bearned intoliving rooms in
America again and again.

In the print medid, some American

reporters of south Asian descent who
were sent to Indiz to report on Gujarat

‘decided that the best way to justify the

trust reposed in them, who were rela-
tively junior and inexperienced jour-
nalists, by their editors was toresort to
India-bashing. After all, the only thing
that justified their choice for covering
the story was their Indian ethnicity.

Uniike in the aftermath of the post-
Ayodhya riots in 1993, none of the big
names of American print journalism,
who command respect in every corner
of the world, went to India to report on
Gujarat or to analyse the impact of
events in the state. Officials of the ad-
ministration, when asked on record
about the deaths in the western Indian
state, expressed condolences and pi-
ously hoped that the situation would
get better. Except on policy issues, on-
the-record briefings, after all, are occa-
sions to produce the least controversial
responses and provide sound-hitesora
quote for reporters who pose g particu-
lar question. No more.

During background and| off-the-
record briefings, Bush administration
officials from various arms of the US
government have made it abundantly
clear that Gujarat is not a forefen poli-

¢y isgue, In other words, it is iptrinsi-
rd

cally irrelevant to the current state of
play in Indo-US relations.

The overall feedback across the US
from circles which matter to New
Delhi is a pervasive sense of relief that

‘the violence in Gujarat has been con-

tained and Pestricted despite grave
provocations on both sides of the com-
munal divide. f the violence had
spread to other states and engulfed, say,
a city of high international visibility
like Mumbai, Vajpayee would, indeed,

‘ Vajpayee need not
have had any worry about
how he would show his

face in Singapore ,

L

have had difficulty showing his face in
Singapore or anywhere else. But that
did not happen.

A clearer picture will be available
later this week when the finance minis-
ter, Yashwant Sinha, arrives in Wash-
ington for meetings of the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund
and has his usual interaction with
American business interests. At his re-
cent public appearances, the Indian
ambassador to the US, Lalit Mansingh,
has been making a point which has
largely shaped American attitude to
Gujarat. “I dare say if this had hap-
pened in any other country, there
would have been a holocaust,” he told
the University Club in the US capital
last week. “I think that is the spirit of
India...There are sparks now and then,
considering our size, our history, our
track record. We love to keep faith in

India because for us, this is part of our
national culture,” Mansingh said.

any Americans have vivid
M memories of the riots in Los

Angeles just 10 years ago
when Rodney King, a black man was
beaten to pulp by the city policeand the
very policemen were then acquitted in
court despite a video footage of the
beating. And America is now living
down the hate crimes which came in
the wake of terrorist attacks in New
York and Washington last September.
As an aside, the Rodney King case has
similarities to Gujarat — even in the
behaviour of the police establishment.
Tapes of radio conversations between
one of the officers who beat up King
and the police headquarters, made
public during the trial of the police-
men, are very revealing.

“L haven’t beaten anyone this bad in
along time,” one of the officers gloated
as he spoke to the police headquarters
from his car radio. The headquarters
responded: “Oh well..I'm sure the
lizard didn’t deserve it...ha, ha, T'll let
them know, OK.” The lizard in ques-
tion, of course, is King, the victim of
police brutality.

For the moment, however, let us
leave the US and go to Singapore,
which was a source of worry for Vaj-
payee when he came face to face with
displaced Muslims in Ahmedabad

During numerous visits by this
columnist to Singapore, those in
charge of the city state’s security, right
upto key ministers, have shared their
deep concerns aboilt an Islamic threat
to the stability of the prosperous
island,

Those concerns have only in-
creased since the events of September
11. Evidence of thishasbeen the recent
crackdown on an Islamic ring in Singa-
pore and stepped up cooperation with
the US on fighting religious
extremism.

Like many people in India, Singa-
poreans, are aware that they are encir-
cled by Islam and that within that en-
circlement is a potential threat to the
city state’s way of life. Indeed, Indone-
sia, the most populous Muslim country
in the world, is already adrift and fun-
damentalist forces in Malaysia are
only reined in because of the firm lead-
ership of Mahathir Mohammed.
Under those circumstances, Vajpayee
need not have had any worry about
how he would show his face in Singa-
pore, It is even safe to assume that the
prime minister's speech in Goa about
militant Isjam has been infiuenced
the exchanges he has had with Sing
pore's extremely articulate and force
ful leaders like Lee Kuan Yew and Goh
Chok Tong.

he violence, the killings and the

I destruction in Gujarat commit-
ted by both Hindus and Muslims
deserve to be condemned, But to argue
that these incidents have brought India
to a cul-de-sac is to fall victim to propa-
ganda which is replete with the kind of
double standards which Vajpayee re-

ferred to while clarifging his speech in
Goa.
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/P/r;ehmg for a larger role BURS 'E Asia

By Amit Baruah \

BANGKOK APRIL 12. The joint
troiling of the Malacca Straits
by American and Indian naval
vessels is clear indication that
India has decided to raise its
profile in South-Bast Asia.
Given the fact that during the
Cold Wr, Indla was one of the

targ over ita
policy of su fpoxtmg the Viet- -
namese, and the only country -

to recognise the Heng Samrin

regime in Cambodia outside

the Soviet bloc during the
1980s, the current Indo-Amer-
ican convergenice of interests is
anew strategic factor in the pol-
itics of the region.

The Government of India,
before taking this decision- on
joint patrollipg, had sought the
views of indonesia and Malay-
sia, two key players in regional
affairs. Others were apparently
not sounded out in advance;
presumably the Americans may
have conducted a similar exer-
cise.

Those familiar with the deci-
sion in Indian official circles
told this correspondent that
they are aware that such joint
patrolling is bound to be taken
note of by other players, espe-
cially China.

in South-East Asia, the Amer-
icans are involved in a military

"¢ome by,

“exercise” on Basilan island
along with Filipino troops to
flush out Abu Sayyaf guerrillas
— their most direct engage-
ment after September 11 — in
any part of the world.

As of now, the Indian deci-
sion to patrol the Malacca
Straits, along with the Ameri-
cans, will be seen as unwel-
the Chinese. Whether
stated publicly or not, the Chi-
nese see themselves as major
players in this part of the world

NEWS ANALYSIS

and are unlikely to appreciate a
higher Indian profile.

From the Indian point of
view, the joint patrolling and
greater  engagement  with
South-East Asia is being seen as
an opportunity to break out of
the confines of South Asia. Indi-
an foreign policy-makers obvi-
ously find themselves frustrated
by the hurdles in South Asia. In
fact, as India moves for greater
cooperation with South-Bast
Asia, the “South Asian entity” is
missing — just India is in the
picture.

It can be legitimately argued
that South Asia, despite SAARC,
has little to show by way of a
cooperative framework and has
yet to resolve some of the more
contentious issues dividing its

member- states

However, in this day and age,
when regional blocs are the or-
der of the day and carry consid-
erable clout, the inability of
South Asia to assert itself as a
regional entity is unlikely to be
helpful to India in the long run.
After the shrill yhetoric emanat-
ing from New Delhi aboi, Chi-

"na prior "t the May ‘™

nuclear tests, the relationship

between the two countries now"

appears to be more sertled. In-
dia is also for raising the level of
dialogue between the two
countries - a visit by the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
is expected by the end of the
year.

It was pointed out that right
through the Kargil conflict and
the latest movement of Indian
troops from east to west, the
Chinese have not done any-
thing which could have been
seen as provocative.

Clearly, India doesn’t see any
immediate probiems in its reia-
tionship with Beijing, but is
watching out for the future
course of Chinese foreign policy
in the context of accelerating
economic growth.

Delivering a lecture in Singa-
pore on April 9, M. Vajpayee
said the Asia-Pacific region was
one of the “focal points of In-
dia’s foreign policy, strategic

concems and economic inter-
ests”. The Prime Minister also
made it plain that India was not
seeking favours from any quar-
ter as it pushed ahead with rais-
ing its level of interaction with
South-East Asia.

1t was, as M1. Vajpayee put it,
important for others in the re-
gion to recognise “manifest po-

-Jitital and ecovomic realities™.:
- As home to one billion peopie;

India has to “be integral to any
regional process pertaining 1o
the Asia-

“India’s belonging to the
Asia-Pacific community is a ge-
ographical fact and a political
reality. It does not require for-
mal membership of any on-
al  organisation for'* "its
recognition or sustenance,” the
Prime Minister said during his
Singapore lecture,

As India pitches for a larger
role in this part of the world, it
must also repeatedly show that
engagement is not a luxury to
be indulged in when domestic
politics allows for foreign travel.
And, if you want to show that
there is merit in spreading In-
dia's wings beyond South Asia,
you must also be able to prove
to the rest of the world that In-
dia is a stable entity, where ex-
tremist forces of the kind that
have run riot in Gujarat, are

firmly in check. P
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THE NEW BPQCUS of the Vajpayee administration
on the finer Aspects of India’s ties with several
East Astan states for over 10 days at this time
seems to mark a desire to prove a new foreign
policy peint or two. As soon as the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh, returned home after vis-
iting China as also South Korea and Thailand be-
sides Myanmar, the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, has set out on a tour of Singapore and
Cambodia. The sequencing of their separate
tours cannot be explained by any perceivable ad-
vantages of the trave] logistics. In fact, Mr. Singh’s
zig-zag swing through parts of East Asia appeared
to have been planned in the specific context of
the inaugural flight between New Delhi and Beij-
ing. Insofar as the overall logic of these diplomat-
ic exercises by Mr. Singh and Mr. Vajpayee can be
discerned, their ambitious intentions seem to be
one of stamping India’s geostrategic footprint
across the different political zones of East Asia. If
Japan has been left out of the ambit of their diplo-
matic outings at this juncture, the fact is that the
Prime Minister had visited Tokye not long ago. Of
much greater relevance to the changing dynamic
of India’s foreign policy at this stage is the appar-
ent reality that both Beijing and New Delhi are
eager to strike a comfort level in their relationship
so as to be able to pursue their independent ob-
jectives of reshaping the present global order. i
this was the most striking aspect of Mr. Singh's
latest dipfomatic foray, Mr. Vajpayee has, during
his visit to Singapaore, sought to portray India as a
country with a manifest destiny in the entire Asia-
Pacific region and not just Asia. It is this aspect,
indicative of an essentially formative vision or in-
deed of a nebulous idea, that shows up New Del-
hi’s ‘Look-East’ policy as an intense gaze.

" India had formulated the so-named ‘Look-
East’ policy as a definitive innovation about a
decade ago, and the logic then was that New Del-
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AA" THE ‘LOOK-EAST’ GAZE (0% 1)1

hi should engage the increasingly vibrant econo-
my-polities of the Association of South East Asian
Nations {ASFAN). The thinking within New Del-
hi’s foreign policy establishment at that time was
to try and link India’s liberalising economy with
the markets of South East Asia. The mystique of
India’s historical connections with that segment
of Asia having become a mere memory long ago, it
was felt in the early 1990s that the ASEAN's per- |
ception of New Delbhi as a non-belligerent state
might be conducive to its economic engagement
of the South East Asian states, It was in that gener-
al context that India became a member of the
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), an elite grouping
that includes major powers such as the 1).5. as
also Russia and China with high security stakes in
East Asia. With New Dethi having subsequently
engaged the other ARF members on the Pokhran
nuclear weaponisation tests of 1998, India
seemed to ward off an imminent collapse of its
‘Look-East’ policy.

Now, the specifics of the latest agreements be-
tween India and some ASEAN states may, if im-
plemented suitably, enable New Delhi to stay its
‘Logk-East’ course. The move towards a possibly |
comprehensive Indo-Singaporean economic
agreement acquires importance in the light of the
city-state’s ability to catalyse New Delhi’s eco-
pomic reforms. India’s strategic interaction with
South Korea is still very much a dialogue, except
for the economic dimension. Separately, the con-
certed move by New Dethi and Bangkok to carve
out a transport corridor across Myanmar deserves
to be viewed in its own context as a cooperative
ventre, Instead, any move to see this proposed
project as a possible sign of Sino-Indian rivalry for
the strategic affections of key ASEAN states will

-only raise the stakes. In a sense, however, the suc-

cess of India’s 'Look-East’” poli ill depend on
China's world view too. :

11 2po 99 m!ﬁ*“NDU




/w Lookmg east: phase

HE PRIMK Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee's visit to Singa-
pore and ¢ambodia and the
earlier swing through Asia by
the External Affairs Minister; Jaswant
Singh, mark the Jaunch of the second

phase in India’s Look East policy.:

With a productive engagement of all
the great powers and an intensified
interaction with the sub-regions of
the great continent in place, India is
poised to make itself a significant
player in the emerging Asian balance
of power.

The first phase of the Look East pol-
icy launched by the Narasimha Rac
Government in the early 1990s fo-
cussed on renewing contact with a re-

gion that India had drifted away from, -

thanks to the logic of the Cold War
and its own insular economic poli-
cies. India’s de facte alliance with the
Soviet Union had left its ties with the
other major Asian powers — China,
Japan — and the United States ter-
ribly stunted. New Delhi’s tailing of
Moscow on regional securtity issues
also left it in a politically antagonistic
mode with key regional groupings
such as the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN). India’s in-
ward-looking otientation disconnect-
ed it from the neighbourhood to the
East, kept it apart from the economic
dynamism of East Asia. By the tirn of
the 1990s, india had margmahsed it-
self comptehenslvely in Asia.

As Ipdia
courseof globalisation in 1991, Bast
and South East Asia began to loom

large in its national econemic strate-..

gy- The first years of the Look East
policy saw a steady expansion of trade
and investment links with the region.
The pace of integration.wiih. the

slowed somewhat afierthe econaﬁﬂ:_
in the -
late 1990%:But as Faet Ast# tithes cut”

crisis that affected the réjflon

of the crigis, the centrality of
nomic imperatlye, 1 uﬁmﬁ:
ished. Without a quicker-.pace of
econormic refarms arid betverintegra

tion of its foreign 'and tade’ polfcies,'

India will not be able to effectively
sustain its Look East strategy. Note for

India launched  itself oh the .

By C. Raja Mohan

The second phase of the Look East policy is likely
to be underscored by the emerging security
- partnership between New Delhi and Washington.

exa_mpié, the stepped up efforts in the '

ASEAN to negotiate free trade ar-
rangements with China, Japan and
the U.S. and India’s extreme reluc-
tance to pursue a similar offer from
Singapore. More than two years after
agreeing to work out a free trade trea-
ty with Singapore, it is announced
during Mr. Vajpayee's trip to the city-
state that a “study” will now be
conducted!

The second phase in india's Look
East policy has a new dimension —
the development of India’s remote
Northeast. India’s search
for a new economic rela-
tionship with South Rast
Asia is no longer driven by consid-
erations of globalisation, but by the
domestic imperative of developing
the Northeast by increasing its con-
nectivity to the outside world. Instead
of consciously trying to isolate the
Northeast from external influences, as
it had done in the past, New Delhi is
now recogmsmg the importance of
opening it up for commerciat hnkages
with South East Asia,

M. Singh's recent visit to Thailand
and Myanmar brought into focus this
new element in the strategy. By taking
advantage of Myanmar as a land

bridge to South East Asia, India hopes -

to'transform the Northeast from a se-

.cyityburden into a land of economic -
“opportunity. While the success of thig

strategy will depend a lot on the abil-
ity of the Central Government and the
¢astern States to put adequate
jirutture in place and clean up
“political act, the external condi-
tions for a viable s towards the
development of the Northeast are be-

. ing realised,

The first phase of the Look Bast pol-
icy saw India establish mstimtional
likages with the regional organisa-
tions: Although New Delhi could not
become a member of the larger Asia

WORLD VIEW

Pacific Economic Coopertation (APEC)
forum and the ASEM - the Asia Bu-
rope consultative mechanism — it
joined: the ASEAN as a full dialogue
partner and a member of its political
and security wing, the ASEAN Region-
al Forum (ARF). The ASEAN plus one
summit later this year will cap India’s
successful political engagement of
South East Asia during the 1990s.
Clouding India's political prospects
in Asia during the 1990s were its un-
ceriain relationships with the two
great powers — the U.S. and China —

and the key regional actors,

such as Japan and Austra-
lia. Although the end of the
Cold War opened the door for a new
engagement with all these players, the
nuclear issue tended to complicate
ties. But India’s post-Pakhran politi-
cal isolation did not last too long, lts
successful ‘resolution of the nuclear
tensions with the U.S. paved the way
for a retumn to the region with an en-
hanced political standing. Nothing
has elevated India’s strategic profile
in the region more than the new rela-
tionship it has buiit with the U.8,,

which will remain the dominant pow-
er in'Asia for & long time to come. In
thie Cold Waf, India ended more often
than not opposing the U.S. on region-
al security issues. After the Cold War,
thé first phase of India’s Look East

" policy was accompanied by an ex-

panding but tentative pol[ncal en-
gagement with the U.S. .

The secongd phase of the Look East
policy is likely to be underscored by
the emerging security partnership be-
tween New Dethi and Washington.
The advent of the Bush administra-
tion, its decision to lift the puclear
sanctions against India and the un-
folding regional scenario after Sep-
tember 11 have helped cement the
notion of a “natural alliance” between
New Delhi and Washington. And at

:pﬂr "s"\r\)

two

A N

-

the heart of the new security conver-
gence between the two is the prospec-
tive cooperation in maintaining a
stable balance of power in the Indian
Ocean/Pacific regions.

India’s new dalliance with the U.5,
has, not surprisingly, eased the path
for building more intensive secusity
links with the American ailies in the
ASEAN — Australia, South Korea and
Japan.

Somewbat countet- -intuitively, In-
dia’s improved ties with the U.S. have
also created the space for a more self-
confident and mature engagemen
with China. Mr. Singh's four-day visit
to China earlier this month reflected
the Indian determination to take ad-
vantage of the changed Asian contex
1o move the relationship towards
problem-solving and mutually bene-
ficial cooperation,

In the first phase of the Look East
policy, the prospect for Sino-Indiar
political cooperation was premisec
on resisting “hegemonism” — a Chi-
nese code word for American dom-
inance. But it saw very little
movernent in resolving intractable bi-
lateral disputes over boundary, Sik-
kim, and Pakistan. The second phase
of the Look East policy, premised un-
ambiguously on New Delhi drawing
closer to Washington, has ironically
created the basis for addressing issues
that have divided India and China fo
Iong. It is in the context of a rapidly
expanding Indo-U.S. cooperation
greater uncertainty in Sino-(LS. ties
and the profound impact of the Amer-
ican war against tetrorism in the re-
gion that New Delhi and Betjing have
agreed to refashion their wary rela.
tionship. They have unveiled the
framework for a broad-based dia-
logue on all issues of murual concerr
and accelerate the clarification of the
Line of Actual Control, resolve the dis-
pute over Sikkim and liberate their re-
lationship from Pakistan. Add to it the
decision to aggressively pursue the
huge prospects for bilateral economi
cogperation and a new regipe ha
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m"he Gujarat Government and the Centre have effectively destroyed India’s image abroad

\ .

iwo of them with foreigners

and one with a fellow Indian,
provoke me into writing this arti-
cie about what is essentially a do-
mestic aberration and tragedy for
all Indians, namely, the communal
violence which continues in Gu-
jarat and some parts of Maharash-
tra. The encounters with the for-
eigners were with the ambassadors
of foreign countries.

One of them vemarked: “I am
heartbroken about what is happen-
ing in India and the manner in
which it is eroding India’s credibili-
ty and respected image in the inter-
national community” The emotion-
al-content of this heart being bro-
ken about India is perhaps the result
of his having served in India before
in other capacities in his embassy.

- The second envoy’s reaction was
rooted in toncerned realism. He
said: “It should be realised that the
level of violence against Christians
and Muslim minorities is now a part
of a sequential record in perception
in foreign governments and among
outsiders. Don't you think the gov-
ernments in India — both at thé Cen-

THREE RECENT encounters,

tre and in states — should be aware
of the negative, and more impor- -

tantly, economic consegtiences of
this continuing violehice of which
events in Gujarat are a major calmi-
nating point, like the destruction of
the Babri mosque a decade ago?”

I must underline that neither of
these ambassadors was Muslim or
represented any Muslim country.

The third encounter was with a
Hindu friend in Gujarat. “I do not
like obfuscation about members of
one community or the other, which
has become part of our govern-
ment jargon. Such jargons are an
exercise in obfuscatory hypocrisy,”
he said. This Gujarati friend was
objecting to the article which 1
wrote a fortnight ago criticising the
Narendra Modi government for the
manner in which the Gujarat vio-

lence was being handled. He said,

“Do you realise that Gujarati Hin-
dus are the most mild, peaceful and
religiously devoted people? Have
you given a thought to why such
people were provoked into commit-
ting such drastic violence? Do you
know that some areas of Gujarat
like Godhra have become a second
Pakistan? Are you aware that be-
yond a threshold, Muslims aggres-
siveness cannot be tolerated? The
Hindu reaction was inevitable.”
He proceeded to give me further
appalling information. He said that

b,

there was general anticipation
about Muslim violence in Godhra
against the VHE. When the violent
Hindu reaction set in, there is no
denying the fact that the state po-
lige was not functioning under the
command of senior officials. Two
ministers of the Gujarat govern-
ment, Home Minister Gordhan
Zadaphia and Arun Bhatt, were
personally present at the Central
Police Control Room and were di-
recting the police deployments.

- They were ‘representing’ general

sentiments of the Hindu public to
teach Muslims a lesson.

The selective, discriminatory
manner in which the government
has dealt with the communal crisis
in Gujarat has been confirmed by
the National Human Rights Com-
mission headed by former Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court J.S.
Verma. It is pertinent to recall the
disturbing characteristics of the Gu-
jarat government's crisis manage-
ment techniques. ]

While the 62 perpetrators of the
ghastly arson committed against the
passenger's at Godhra were arrested,
none of the ringleaders of the mobs
which attacked Muslim areas has
been arrested. About nine senior
IAS officers who took firm action
against the Hindu mobs were trans-
ferred to nondescript assignments.
The Director General of Police, A.K,
Chakraborty, was constrained to
write to the chief secretary protest-

. ing against this decision against of-

figers who had performed their du-
ties according to the Constitution.
While the victims killed in
Godhra were initially granted Rs 2
lakh ex-gratia payment, the fami-
lies of Muslims killed during the ri-

- By J.N. Dixat

HOW WILL HE SHOW HIS FACE? Vajpayee with Singapore PM Goh Chok Tong

ots were given an ex-gratia pay-
ment of Rs 1 lakh, a macabre com-
parative evaluation of the worth of

life of member of one community -

against the other. The delay in the
army’s deployment was because of
the state government's delaying
tactics. BJP president K. Jana Kr-
ishnamurthi even gave a clean chit
to Modi five days before the prime
minister’s visit to Gujarat.

Despite the deployment of the
police and army and the imposition
of curfew, violence has continued
in most urban centres in Gujarat,
which has spread to cities like Ako-
la in Maharashtra. Communal ten-
sions have reached a level where
Hindu and Muslim colonies have
organised their vigilante groups
against potential attacks, The gov-
grnment seems to have abdicated
its role in maintaining law and or-
der and communal harmony.

‘The domestic implications of all
this need to be re-stated:

B The continuation of this viclence
means it can spread to other parts
of the country affecting internal
political stability. Such a situation
provides fertile ground for Pak-
istan to augment subversive activi-
ties against India.

M The situation dangerously erodes
public confidence in the govern-
ments —in Delhi and Gandhinagar.
8 The violence has resulted in dis-
ruption of the econoimy of Gujarat
and Maharashtra, two of the most
economically enterprising states.
B It strengthens trends of commu-
nalisation of national politics
which will strike at the very roots of

“diversity, plurality and tolerance,

W The ramifications of these inci-
dents in terms of India’s external

% Zero credibility

relations and foreign policy are
equally damaging. India’s credibil-
ity as a pluralist democracy is
being seriously guestioned in the
chancelleries of the world and in-
ternational media. Our advocacies
against Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism will be progressively subjected
to doubts.

This weakens our stance on ter-
rorism in J&K. Western diplomats
are linking the viclence in Gujarat,
the Ayodhya agitation and the vio-
lence against Christians in differ-
ent parts of the country since the
last few years, and drawing the re-
luctant conclusion that the BJP-led
government has a systematic com-
munal agenda.

Of equal concern is the impact
that developments in Gujarat
would have on the Indian economy.
Modernisation and reforms have
been in a drift. This situation will
become worse with the interna-
tional business community losing
confidence in the stability of the
Indian political situation which
will affect foreign trade, invest-
ments and transfer of technology
from abroad which are so impor-
tant to keep our economy on track.

One of my diplomatic interlocu-
tors remarked: “I do not guite un-
derstand why a civilised and intel-
ligent people like yours waste so
much energy about building tem-
ples or destroying mosques or vice
versa or on the question of’ conver-
sion from one religion to other.
when the rest of the world seems to
he more focused on improving the
economic infrastructure, educa-
tional and health facilities of their
respective communities.” One did
not have a plausible response to
this question,

Nehru said 50 years ago in the Lok
Sabha that Partition is a lesson
which Indians should always re-
member, that communal and caste
antagonisms within Indian society
pose a far more dangerous threat to
India’s independence and security
than any external threat. Is it not
time to accept the validity of this ad-
monition instead of making the task
of democratic governance hostage
to short-term political gains?

I say this because of one remark
by my Gujarati friend mentioned
above. He said: “Have no doubt. If
elections are organised in Gujarat
now; the Modi government reap a
landslide victory”. -

Is such a victory worth it. given
the long-term interests of our

country? /
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Vajpayee to hardsell India as
an investment destination

Udayan Namboodiri
Singapore, April 7
HERALDING A fresh chapter

in bilateral ties, Prime Minis-
ter AB Vajpayee arrived here

on Sunday on a threeay visit
to Singapore during which the’

two nations plan extensive tﬁs
cussion on’ cooperation ®in
trade, telecom and othet a’reas.

Vajpayee was accorded a red
carpet as his special Indian
Airlines Boeing 747 aircraft
touched down at Changi Inter-
national Airport on the first
leg of his two-nation tour

. which will also take him to

Cambodia.

The Prime Minister's visit to
Singapore and Camboedia is be-
ing descyibed as significant in
the context of New Delhi’s en-
deavour to foster strong ties
with the economically power-
ful 10-nation ASEAN with
which Indla will hold a sum-
mit-level meeting in Phnom
Pehn in November.

Vajpayee will meet President
S.R. Nathan, Prime Minister
Goh Chok Tong and senior
minister Lee Kuan Yew on
Monday. During Vajpayee's
three-day stay. in. Singapore,
the two coun
accorqd to fagi
ties of setting: up projects and
joint research’in the telecom
sector S

Vaipayee ‘will try to hardsell
India asan investmentdpstina-;

tior. The memory of howIndia

withstood the Aslan economic™”
shock of 1997 will be highlight-

ed in his speegh to Smsapore_ﬁp'

business corpnunity.

But he is bracing for some
hard guestions on Gujarat and
the security of foreign capital
in a country that is fast polar-
ising along communal lines.
There are also fears that the
eyeball-to-eyeball  confronta-
tion between South Asia's nu-

clear neighbours may escalate-

into a war.

Not counting the Kathman-
du trip, this is Vaipayee s first
foreign jaunt since’Detémber
13, The wide publicity givén to
Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf’s interview to the
German  magazine, Der
Speigel, threatening India with
a nuclear ‘attack, has not,
heiped matters. A

‘Who would want ta 1m7est n

_a colintry about to be
bémbed back to the middle

ages'? The least likely to do so
would be Singaporeans. This hi-

s Wil sign an .
e -opporiuni-

G

PM holtls comment
on nuke threat

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bi-
hari Vaipa:%‘on Sunday de-

clined commnfent on Pakistani
President Perez Muysharraf’s
staterrfent  that “Islamabad
might use fncleay weapons
against India as a last resortin
the event of a war.

“T will not like to comment
till I see the entire state-
ment,” Vajpayee told re-
porters here before leaving
on a two-nation tour of Sin-
gapore and Cambodia. He
had been asked to comment
on Musharraf’s statement in
an interview to a German
magazine reported by The
Guardian.

PTI, New Delhi

tech , peaceful and disciplined
nation is not a likely buyer of
the curious South Asian logic
that nuclear capability is just to
threaten an adversary, not nec-
essarily for use.

Since 1991, when India em-
barked upon its reforms pro-
gramme, Singapore, under its
hard talking premier

Goh Chok Tong, has been a
true backer of her dreafns

of integration with the glob-
al economy. It has committed
‘movg than $ 1.5 billion in in-
vestiment in India , but only

about 30 per cent of that has |

“fructified.

Ifidia’s complex democratic
system whex'e governments are
unstable afid delivery systems
unreliable, has always erected
some mental blocks among
prospective investors, Now Gu-
jarat and December 13 have ex-
acerbated the problem. Vajpay-
ee needs all the luck he can get.

Arun Shourie, who is acecom- .

panying Vajpayee, has the re-
sponsibility to placate antici-
pated fears. Gujarat, say
sources in the Prime Minister's
entourage, will be explained as
a “localised” problem. The bor-
der stand-off is a greater prob-
em. Shourie faces an uphill
ask pointifigout that the great-
st Indo-Pakymilitary build up
is, nothing But an exaggerated

" war gdme, 3S1ngaporeans are
4 mot krown to*understand the:
‘grey agea between war threats'

and aetual war. Memories of
the Japanese -occupation in
World War 11 still rungdeep.

nw
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4" East by North-E

By C. Raja Mohan

YANGON, APRIL 5. India
looked East for nearly a decade.
But now, it has got a new prism
to shape thit vision — the de-
velopment of its own north-
eastern regions by linking them
to South-East Asia through a va-
riety of transport links.

Gaining connectivity for the
North-East and the liberation of
its economic energies has been
the mantra of the External Af-
fairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, as
he lends a new focus to India’s
policy towards Myanmar and
South-East Asia.

Mr. Singh has a strong per-
son:l interest in the North-East
having served in the 1962 war
with China in Arunachal Pra-
desh and as the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party's coordinator for the
North-East some years ago.

Focusing on road and rail
links to Myanmar and South-
East Asia is a good idea whose
time has come. For the South-
East Asian nations are looking
at a variety of transport projects
that link up the region with each
other and the large Chinese and
Indian markets.

India’s emphasis on connect-
ing the North-East to the out-
side world could not have come
at a more propitious time, for it
is part of a larger project to
build Eurasian land and rail cor-
ridors that could connect Sing-
pore to Istanbul and Europe via
both the Subcontinent and
China.

Earlier this year, officials
from China, Thailand and Laos
met and agreed in principle to
build a highway connecting
Bangkok with Kunming in the
thriving Yunnan -province of
China through Laos. Thailand
also has plans ta build another
highway linking it with Vietham
through Laos. That will give
Thailand access to the Danang
port on the Viemamese coast-
line. To the East, Thailand

hopes to connect this road to
Moulmein in Myanmar. India

ened last year the road link-
iig Tamu on the border with
yanmar with Kalewa and Ka-
yo and from there to Man-
dalay, the commercial heart of
Myanmar.

- *k
Theressence of the triangular
road diplomacy among India,
Myapmar and Thailand is alest
linking the Indian Ocean to the
South
and strategic.terms, that will be
no small change for India.

Think of being able to:drive
from Kolkata to Bangkok to do
some shopping over an extend-
ed weekend. Visualise giving the

ROADS AND RIVALS

‘North-East India the long-
awaited connection to Vietnam.
After all Tinsukhia in Assam is
closer to Vietnam than to
Southern India.

Think of all the commercial
potential of expanding free
trade arrangements among In-
dia, Bangladesh, Myanmar,
South East Asia and China.
Think of India’s political stand-
ing in South-East a decade
down the road.

Indian foreign policy is
dreaming big about the East. Af-
ter all it was money from the
Foreign Office budget that fi-
nanced the road from the Mani-
pur border to Mandalay. It cost
India only £ 20 millions but for
the Indian bureaucracy it was a
big miental leap and took nearly
eight 'years to implement.

India’s East by North-East
strategy will not succeed unless
it is matched by strong support
from within -the Government
which needs to demonstrate
some urgency hammering out
free trade agreements with the
South East Asian nations and
strengthen the infrastructure in
the North Eastern region. After

-

China; Sea. In ‘evonomic.

A -
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all highways to Myanmar and
Indo-China are not of much
use, if there are no good roads
within the North-East.

%%

If India is dreaming big about
the East, China is thinking big-
ger. China naturally has more
resources and greater purpose-
fulness in pursuing strategic
aims. China has moved swiftly

in recent years to link its market ’

with those in Myanmar, Thai-
land and Indo-China. All we can
say about New Delhi is that the
Indian tortoise has at least
joined the fray with the Chinese
hare.

While India is looking at ac-
cess to South China Sea, China
is pushing for an access to Indi-
an QOcean and the eastern parts
of the Subcontinent. The big
project China has in mind is the
so-called “Irrawaddy Corridor”,
which will begin in Kunming
and could end up either in Yan-
gon in southern Myanmar or re-
ach the Western coast of
Myanmar facing the Indian
Ocean.

A road from Kunming to Ruili
on the Chinese border with
Myanmar already exists. Ruili
will be connected to the Bhamo
on the Irrawaddy river — and
Yangon is 1,300 km
downstream.

China's interior provinces
such as Yunnan, Sichuan and
Gizhou will no longer have to
depend on the far-away ports
on China’s eastern sea board

and reach out to the world

through the Indian Ocean.

*¥k

Relations between India and
Thailand are going through an
excellent patch. The Thai For-
eign Minister, Surakiart Sathi-
rathai, and his delegation are
travelling with Mr. Singh on the
special air force plane that will
take him to the triangular meet-
ing in Yangon that will formaliy
convene on Saturday.



India’s tightrope walk
on West Asia crisis Yo

upsets PLO, Israel;

Times News Network

NEW DELHI: Palestinian leaﬁ
Yasser Arafat’s special envoy H
Al-Hasan has handed over a set of
proposals to the Indian govern-
ment, suggesting steps that could
be taken by thé Indian govern-
ment. Mr Hasan called on principal
secretary to the Prime Minister,
Brajesh Mishra, and handed over a
letter from Mr Arafat addressed to
the Prime Minister,

While India continued to tread
the tightrope on the deepening
West Asia crisis, the middle of the
road stand has apparently left both
Israel and Palestine dissatisfied,
runming the risk of alienating both.

Palestinian ambassador Khalid
El-Sheikh told The Times of India ,
“We are hoping that India will take
a stronger position and react
immediately in a manner that helps
stop and halt this apgression”,

Palestine has been attempting to

: broadbase its appeal to the Indian

leadership and special envoy Mx
Hasan calied on a number of lead-
ers across the political spectrum.
Mr Sheikh’s appeal found back-
ing from the ambassador of the

- League of Arab States Mission, Dr

Mahmud Husein Gaddafi. Mr
Gaddrfi said that while the Arab

P a e p:

states were happy with the stand
taken by India at the UN Security
Council, “Arab world is waiting for
a more positive stand and support
for the Arab cause. We are confi-
dent in our hopes in view of the
historical ties between the Arab
world and India.”

India’s careful use of language
has, however, not prevented Israel
from reacting angrily to the various
statements in support of Chairman
Arafat. Israeli displeasure was
communicated to the Indian gov-
ernment through diplomatic chan-
nels, even though the statements
have so far stopped short of nam-

ing Israel or describing its actions

as aggression.

Indian officials, however, feel
that India should not rush in and
side with either of the parties,

destroying its channels of commu- |

nication. “India is in a unigue posi-
tion, with lines open to Israel,
Palestine and the US. We have got
an advantage that is unmatched by
anyone, except perhaps Egypt. It is
an asset and we have to see when,
how and what is the best way to use
it,” senior government officials
stated, indicating that the question
of further involvement was still
under consideration.

THE TIMES OF INDtA
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By C. Raja Mohan (’{D

NEW DELHI, MARCH 28. The travel of the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, to
eastern South East Asia, beginning tomor-
row, is about establishing physical links
with various neighbours that had been dis-
connected over the decades. His visit to
China will mark the creation of a direct air
corridor between the world’s two most
populous nations and neighbours. And his
visit to Myanmar will be about gaining land
access to friendly nations in South East
Asia.

The inaugural ﬂi@t of China Eastern Air-
lines between New Delhi and Beijing that
Mr. Singh takes tonight reflects a new and
pragmatic phase in the ‘relations between
the two Asian giants. That it has taken so
long to have a direct air liok berween the
two capitals underscores the kind of politi-
cal rigidity that had delayed normal bilater-
al ties.

But now in an important change, trade
and travel will now begin to make their im-
pact on the overall relationship. Bilateral
commerce has galloped in the last few years
to touch $ 4 billions last year. During the
visit of the Chinese Premier, Zhu Rongji,
earlier this year, the two sides have agreed
to take it to a healthy $ 19 billions in the
next few years.

If we include trade with Hong Kong and

Taiwan, "‘Greater Chma%e dy accounts

for a substantial portion of India's external

trade. And direct air links will thake it easier

for businessmen and ordinafy people to

travel across the mighty barrer. of

Himalayas.

Even as growing trade relations

better balance to Sine-Indian relations, th%‘
two sides are broadening the politigal agan- -

NEWS ANALYSIS

da. After his talks with the Chinese lead-
ership in the next few days, a mechanism
for bilateral consultations on the threat
from international terrorism is likely to be
announced.

Although China and India are engaged in
cooperating with a number of other nations
on terrorism, there had been some political
inhibitions in the past about mutual coop-
eration on the sensitive subject. There was
some reluctance in Beijing to be seen as
joining the Indian campaign against the
sources of terrorism radiating out of Pakis-
tan. But those inhibitions appear to have
been put aside, at least for the moment,
since September 11. From Beijing, Mr
Singh will head to South Korea after a bylef
halt in Shanghai, the glittering heart of a
China on the move. In Seouk. M. Singh's
talks will focus on unfolding political . sit- -
uation in North East Asia.

/ aswant Singh heads East

After the U.S. has targeted the North Ko-
Tean regime as part of the new confronta-
tion with the “axis of evil” across the world,

_political uncertainty has come to envelop
“the di¥ided Korean peninsula. The Korean
-~} penidisula is no longer remote to security,,

concéms. in the Subcontinent, thanks to

well-established connections between the

n;issﬂe pmgrammes of North Korea and
Pakistan.

of consxderable interest will be Mr.
Singh’s exploration of the prospects for a
road link between India and Thailand
through Myanmar. The Foreign Ministers
from the three countries will meet in Yan-
gon on April 6 to discuss the transport cor-
ridor which could eventually link up to the
ports in Vietnam.

Building road networks in Southern Asia
has emerged as a major strategic priority for
all the nations in the region, including Chi-
na, and a range of ideas are in play. india
has already built a road link to Myanmar
that was inaugurated in February 2001 by
Mr. Singh. He would be eager to push this
road link into the heart of Indo-China.

Creating physical connectivity between
India and Illd%s China ‘through Myanmar

_and Thﬁibnd is likely to give a big boost to

the ecolgmic development of the sensitive
North | em region as: well as-Increase
New D& South East

Asia.-
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HE UNITED States of America
is India’s newest neighbour.
American troops are now in
Pakistan and Afghanistan. As
part of the ongoing war against inter-
national terrorism, the U.S. has warned
that it would confront the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) if it un-
dermines the present peace process in

Sri Lanka. The U.S. is also offering mil- 4

itary assistance to Nepal to fight the
Maoist threat. Traditionalists in‘the In-

. dian foreign policy community are .

squiffning with unease at the tumn of !
events since September 11. It is pos-
sible to argue however that the growing
U.S. engagement in the region is an ex-
traordinary opportunity to transform
the international relations of the
subcontinent.

The new sense that the American
militaty presence in the subcontinent
could be stabilising and productive
runs counter to the idea of a "Monroe
Doctrine” that seems to have animated
Indian strategic thinking about its
neighbourhood. That India must try
and exclude other major powers from
operating in the subcontinent, like the
U.S. in Latin America, was an objective
Jawaharial Nehru himself emphasised.
India’s insistence on maintaining spe-
cial and exclusive relations with its
smaller neighbours became part of In-
dia’s foreign policy tradition. Nehru's
daughter's muscular policies towards
the neighbours in demanding sirict bi-
lateralism and opposing the presence
of other powers in the-region was
called the “Indira Doctrine”. Rajiv
Gandhi's punitive actions against Ne-
pal for the monarchy’s dalliance with
China and his demand on Sri Lanka in
1987 not to give military bases to any
external power reflected the same
trend.

The time has come for India, howev-
er, to look back and see how effective
this Indian attempt has been, whether
it is sustainable, and if not think
ternative ways of stabilising the
continent. First, effectiveness. India
never succeeded in implementing its
own version of a Monroe Doctrine for
the subcontinent, Pakistan successfully
resisted this from the outset and drew
the (1.8, and China into the regional

s

T

By C. Raja Mohan

Instead of objecting to American military presence
in the region, India must leverage it to move the
neighbourhood towards peace and prosperity.

are .

equation. The U.S. involvement in the
region was largely guided by Coid War

edtisiderations of containing cpromu-

on in
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the right to develop fuil and untram-
melled relations with all the countries
in the subcontinent. Over the decades
Beijing has developed an “all-weather”
partnership with Pakistan. China’s ties
with India’s other neighbours, too,
have steadily expanded

wigh In 1.
**~China belie\;‘;? it hds ari mteres'bzmd“

mentally, India’s ability to ensure the

-security of the smaller neighbours has

beeri undemmined. The disastrous in-
tervgntion ‘i, Sri Lanka showed how

the, vmﬂ;ﬁ fxoups in a neighbouring
W country to draw: India into their

al conflicts on one side or the
o and ventually target India itself
as tife thredt. As a result, India now has
little inclination to either mediate in
the Sri Lankan conflict or directly in-
volve itself in Kathmandu's war against
the Maoists. An intervention by New
Delhi would end up making India itself

over the decades, with or WORLD VIEW

a big political issue.
Second, sustainability. In

without India’s - acquies-
cence. Unlike China, Russia was willing
to defer to Indian sensitivities in the
subcontinent. That was reinforced by a
de facte alliance between New Delhi
and Moscow during the Cold War. But
Russia too intervened with its military
forces in Afghanistan for nearly a dec-
ade during the 1980s, setting off a train
of developments whose consequencey
still,, mverberaung i
subcongiment, e

a globalising world, India
cannot hope to keep the other great
powers out of the subcontinent. As ev-
ery one of the South Asian nations
seeks cooperation with the rest of the
world, the economic presence of other
countries, China in particular, will rap-
idly grow in the subcontinent. As na-
tionalistw and independent identities
grow. dimong India’s neighbours, the
old ways of doing polmcal business in
v the tegion are not going o work. Not

In surm, India could not prevent t.he ﬂurpﬂsmgly, India, unwilling to be

other- ;powers from injecting

theméelves igto the affairs of the sub--

continent, Meanwhile, its efforts to
prevent them from doing so have re-
sulted in a growing resentment against
New Delhi in its neighbourhood and
introduced frustrating complexities in-
to India’s regional policy. Huge anti-
India lobbies have consolidated in ev-
ery one of India’s smaller neighbours,
an easy target for political mobilisation
by not only the great powers but Pakis-
tan as well,

The political elites in India's neigh-
bouring capitals have played these re-
sentments effectively to keep New
Delhi off balance with constant threats
to bring another great power into play.
As aresult, India’s own ability to devel-
op constructive relations with the
neighbours has suffered. More funda-

™E HHINDY)
PR 1Y

drawn into the Sri Lankan conflict had

-to let the Norwegians broker a peace

process in the island-nation. India also
cannot hope to retain the outmoded
1950 treaty of peace. and friendship
with Nepal as the comerstone of bilat-
eral relations.

Third, looking at the alternatives, In-
dia has no choice but to quickly and
consciously modernise ts relations
with its smaller neighbours taking into
account the new global and regional
realities. Contrary to the widespread
fears, the new external context may, in
fact, facilitate India's own strategic in-
terest in restructuring the region.

The efforts by all the nations of the
subcontinent io liberalise and globalise
offers a historic opportunity to pro-
mote regional integration around the
Indian market. The growing American

Indla S new nelghbou

P

and Chinese gconomic presence in the
region will fagilitate rather than hinder
the integratidn of the subconiinent.

On the political side, there will be
many in India whe will be tempted o
argue against the American presence in
our neighbourhood on the basis of old
prejudices and mindsets. India's ap-
proach to American military involve-
ment in South Asia, which might be
with us for a long while, must be de-
fined by two considerations. Does it
serve India’s interests? And is it based
on a long-term convergence of inter-
ests between India and the U.5.?

The American military involvement
in the region after September 11 has
brought some immediate gains for In-
dia in the form of the ouster of the Tali-
ban regime, a reduction of the
influence of Pakistan in Afghanistan,
and more fundamentally increased
U.S. pressure on the Pakistani military
to give up cross-border terrorism and
launch the nation on a new course em-
phasising modernity rather than jehad.
None of these objectives, to be honest
with ourselves, could have been ac-
complished by India on its own. India
also should have little reason to oppose
some welcome pressure on the LTTE to
give up its old tactics and limited U.S,
military assistance to Nepal in defeat-
ing the threat from Maoist extremism.

Cynics might want to suggest that
the above developments might merely
be unintended consequences of Sep-
tember 11 and that New Delhi must
remain wary of a long-term American.
presence in the region. But a confident
view would suggest that there is a new
convergence of political interests be-
tween New Delhi and Washington to
defeat the forces of extremism and ter-
rorism in the region, end the economic
partition of the subcontinent, and pro-
mote political moderation and eco-
nomic modernisation in the region.
Instead of objecting to American mil-
itary presence in the region, India must
leverage it to move the neighbourhood
towards peace and prosperity. To make
this work, we need to see sustained and
transparent consultation and cooper-
ation between New Delhi and Wash-
ington to promote a different future for
the subcontinent,



~Pak remarks an inte

NEW DELHI, March 4 — The
government today sought to play
down the criticism from several
international gquarters, for its
handling of the .situation in
Gujarat. The Ministry of External
Affairs highlighted the fact that
Pakistan’s comments on the
matter were “unacceptable” as
they amounted to “interference”
in India’s internal affairs.

The “consistent hostility and

/E,\ .
émmosity” from Pakistan places
them “in a different bracket’l from
other comments, the EA
spokesperson said. “Pakisthn is
seeking to exaggerate” the inc-
idents in Gujarat and “is seeking
to derive propagandist advantage”
from them, Mrs Nirupama Rao
said, in response to a question.
She denounced the statements
made by Major-General Rashid
Qureishi, the spokesman for the
Pakistani President, General
Pervez Musharraf, on Gujarat as
“fabricated”, and said that a

40 +*
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“larger ~design” behind the
violence needed to be investigated
in the light of the role of Pakistani
intelligence agencies in fomenting
terrorism in this country.

“Given the profile of Pakistan’s
activities which we have seen over

the past (years) and the invol-
-vement of Pakistani Intelligence

agencies in promoting terrorism in
India, in the normal circum-
stances, there is every reason for
us to investigate whether there isa
larger design to this whole
situation,” the spokesperson said.
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MADRID, FEB. 14. Pakistan mustw‘ nar, Mr. Sin,

act against militant groups in
Kashmir before India resumes
talks, the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh, has said.

“Were the Pakistan Govern-
ment and Pervez Musharraf to
actually begin to implement
what they say they will — act
against terrorists and terrorism
— then... for every one step that
Pakistan takes, we will take two
steps,” Mr. Singh told Reuters
on Wednesday.

“I cannot have the pistol of
terrorism put against my temple
and (it) said that this will con-
tinue to be employed as a pre-
dialogue negotiating tactic. I
can't accept it,” he said,

In an interview in Madrid fol-
lowing a meeting with Spanish
Prime Minister, Jose Maria Az-

d

s3id" the atmo-
sphere needed to e conducive
to dialogue beforq talks or any
troop withdrawals from Kash-
mir could begin.

Mr. Singh said he‘was disap-
pointed it had taken Pakistan so
long to arrest Islamic militant,
Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh (the
prime suspect in the kidnap of
American scribe, Daniel Pear])
adding that there had not yet
been any moves towards de-
taining the others.

He recounted how he had
personally been forced to free
Sheikh Omar, as the Briton is
known, in December 1999 in ex-
change for passengers of an [A
plane hijacked to Khandahar.

He did not believe Sheikh
Omar would be returned to In-
dia, but said he hoped he would

9 fohvAW

be sent to the U.S. for trial.

Asked if he was concerned
over closer ties between the U.S.
and Pakistan following a visit to
ashington by Gen. Musharraf,
Mr. Singh said: “Good luck to
the United States of America’.

He said such links — which
had developed quickly since the
U.S. won Pakistani backing for
its war against the Taliban —
would have no impact on In-
dia’s relationship with the U.S.,
which remained good.

He said India would continue
to be critical of U.S. policy posi-
tions when it disagreed with
them.

“Is there any obligation that
we should not be critical of the
policies of any country that we
don’t agree with?”’ he asked. —

Reuger's;/
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%@’7 OIC: e/
{Continued from page 1 rl/

conduct of the armed forces it a
situation of conflict and whit
can loosely be construed as
‘state terrorism.’

In the just concluded sixth
session of the Ad hoc committee
meeting on the CCIT at New
York, the OIC draft text
proposes  for  Article 18,
Paragraph 2 that “the activities
of the parties during an armed
conflict, including in situations
of foreign occupation,, as those
terms are understood under
international humanitaran law,
which are governed by that law,
are not governed by this
Convention.”

This terminology opens a
window for Pakistan to exploijt
in the Kashmir situation, that
India cails terrorism and
Pakistan calls a freedom
- struggle. There is no way India
could allow the OIC passage to
go through in the draft without
exposing its Kashmir policy to
international serutiny, which is
what Pakistan wants, '

Senior officials are agreed
that the OIC acfs as a front for
the Pakistani viewpoint in

disputes betweep India and
Pakistan. /



AP teams

return, impact
positive’

NEW DELHI Feb. 6. — Just
back from a tour of Saudi Ara-
bia, Sudan and Kuwait, where
she led parliamentary delega-
tions as part of a diplomatic ini-
tiative to inform the Islamic
world of the details of the attack
on Partiament, Dr Najma Hep-
fullah felt there was much great-
er understanding of and sympa-
thy for india’s position on the
scourge of terrorism. Gaining ac-
cess to the authorities in these
countries, Dr Heptullah, Deputy
Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha,
felt they had managed to success-
folly advocate India’s cause that
terrorism was the issue, not Istam,

The OIC secretary general |

said that the OIC would iry to
prevail upon the Pakistani Pres-
ident, that he should implement
the promises made in his 12 Jan-

uary speech, BIP leader, Mr Vj
jay Kumar Mathotra, said,

~India, Nepal
concernéd over
o 181 network

NE ELHI, Yeiy. £~ Iudia
and Nepal are cogcerned over
the mushrooming jof madrasas
and the growing JISI network
along the border ateas and have
decided to work jointly to tackle
the menace. Fhe two neighbour-
ing countries would cooperate
in exchange of operational intel-
ligence. and in combating crime
and terrorism.

The Nepalese home secretary,
Mr Keshav Raj Bhandari, along
with a ten-member delegation to-
dav met the home minister, Mr
LK Advani, afier he had delfega-
tion leve! talks with the home sgc-
retary on these issues. Nepal has
sought assistance from India in
tackling Maoist violence. — SNS
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A‘ufure axis

(}"/C fywi~
T MAY have been a'coincidence,
but Monday saw India’s defence
officials interacting with both the
US and Russia on matters of mili-
tary cooperation in New Delhi. Only
a few years ago, such proximity with
the. two- adversaries of the Cold War
was quite out of the question. Now,
however, neither of them may mind.
For India, being a friend of both the
US and Russia may be too much of a
good thing. It is aware, of course, that
Washington's interest is a direct result
of the decline in Pakistan’s position
in American eyes. Because of the
continuing threat posed by various
- jehadi groups in Pakistan, and the
presence of an inherently unstable
military dictatorship there, the US
can no longer have the same kind
of faith in Pakistan as during the
Cold War.

The result is an automatic elevation
of India’s status in its eyes. But there
is more to the growing Indo-American
ties than the Pakistan angle. Perhaps
China is more relevant in this context.
However, if the American interest in
India lies in building it up as a coun-

part \0/9‘*

terweight to China, the Russians seem
to have other ideas.\The manner in
which the US has retuyned to the Cen-
tral Asian scene in the context of the
war against terrorism cannot have
pleased Moscow. The former super-
power regards Central Asia as a part
of its sphere of influence. Since China,
too, may harbour similar reservations
about the US presence, it is only natu-
ral for diplomats to revive the idea of a
Russia-China-India axis.

At the moment, it may be just a hot
air balloon, especially because far too
many cross-currents are involved. For
instance, China insists on maintaining
an ‘all weather’ friendship with Pak-
istan, while India’s border problems
with it remain unresolved. However,
America’s emergence as the sole su-
perpower, with its seeming preference
for unilateral action against ‘rogue’
States, is an uncomfortable reality
for Russia and China. Both might be-
lieve, therefore, that close ties with
India of a kind which Russia already
maintains may not be a bad idea.
For India, it is a win-win situatiog
at least on the surface.
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ISThand in attack

W

New Delhl, January 23 X!

THE EXTERNAL Affairs Min-
istry's reading of yesterday's
shootingoutside Kolkata's Amer-
ican Center is not as black and
white in terms of its link with
Pakistan-backed terrorism as
has been the Home Ministry’s
characterisation.

The guarded response of the
MEA's official spokesperson yes-
terday to pointed questions on
whether India held usual suspect
Pakistan responsible, somewhat
anticipated the US State Depart-
ment’s reluctance to conclude
that it was a “terrorist” strike at
an American facility.

The FBI's Director, Robert 8
Mueller III, also stopped short of
using the 'T word' saying the
incident was a “horrible tragedy
and an assatilt on police officers

.. categorising it beyond that
would be inappropriate at this

time”.
South Block officials on
Wednesday remained tightlipped

when prodded on the question.
“We are waiting for the report of
the Special Secretary of the
Home Ministry who is in Kolkata
to file his report. A precise cate-
gorisation can be made only
afterwards”,

North Block, on the other
hand, is mere gung ho. Following

_the example of his senior minis-

ter, LK Advan{ yesterday, Minis-

ter of State 0! Home I1G Swami,
said today: “India has no doubt
that ISI linked\terrorist groups
were involved. The US should
accept this fact despite initial
reluctance”.

Appearing in an interview to a
TV channel, Swami said he was
*absolutely sure” that the ISI
and Pakistan were involved in
yesterday's attack and that he
had “evidence” about it. This is
far more than what the MEA ven-
tures to say,

Diplomats, who tend to think
that discretion is the better part
of valour, point out that the
Kolkata incident appear more in
line with classical, Bombay mob
style operations, But this is not
to say that the MEA is downplay-
ing the probable ISI —Farhan
Mallick linkage. An official
pointed out that past experience
always pointed to a definite
nexus.

The factor weighing heavily on
New Delhi’s external reticence is
the wait-and-watch policy adopt-
ed since General Pervez Mushar-
raf’s January 12 speech. This
was evident in the case of thetwo
militant strikes already experi.
ence in Jammu and in the Valley
over the past fortnight.

The External Affairs Ministry
has pleaded for time to “analyse
evidence” before jumping the
gun and blaming Pakistan —

policy which has evidently no
lasted.

“
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MEA curb on

Karmapa visit
to monastery

Jan. 23. — The ministry of

external affairs has denied
permission to the Karmapa
Lama, Ugyen Trinley Dorje, to
visit a Buddhist monastery at Bir
in Kangra. district of Himachal
Pradesh, sources said. The
Karmapa is, at present, staying at
Sind Bari in the same district and
wished to visit the monastery at
Bir, 40 km from his present
abode, in the second week of
February.

The official move, coming in
the wake of the Chinese Prime
Minister, Mr Zhu Rongji’s visit
to New Delhi,
eyebrows among the Karmapa's
followers.

The Dalai Lama has made a
strong recommendation (o the
government that the Karmapa
be allowed to visit the monastery
at Bir, greatly revered by the
Kagyn school of Tibetan
Buddhism where a major festival
and huge offering to Lord
Buddha would be made by the
followers. The Karmapa’s

has raised,

¢k
principal spiritual teacher, Tai
St Rinpoche, reportedly heads
that monastery and the young
religious leader wants to take the
opportunity to be with him for
some time. The Karmapa’s
Kagyu sect, known as the “Black
Hats,” is one of four main
strands of Tibetan Buddhism.

Sources said Mr LK Advani
has taken up the matter with top
MEA officials and asked them to
consider the matter judiciously.
The government had earlier
allowed the Karmapa to visit
Leh, an important seat of
Buddhism last September where
he was given a very warm
welcome by the followers. He
also visited Varanasi with official
permission, sources said. The
MEA didn’t comment on the
issue.

“It’s an absurd decision to ban
his movement in the same
district. If he could visit far away
places like Leh and Varanasi
with official permission then the
rational of stopping him from
visiting another monastery in the
same state and meeting his

- berate

.culture by the authorities in
Tibet.” /

- F frivy

principal teachc i not
understandable. We hope the
government recqnsiders  its
decision,” his followers said.

The Karmapa had crossed
over to India and reached
Dharamshala in  Himachal
Pradesh in January 2000,

He was reported to have been
frustrated with the Chinese
administration  which  had
recognised him earlier, at not
being allowed ‘to meet his
teachers at his 800-year-old
Tsurphu monastery in central
Tibet. The Chinese authorities
reportedly  denied  several
requests for a visa by his
Dharamshala-based principal
teacher, Tai Situ Rinpoche.

The Karmapa is said to be a
very strong Tibetan nationalist,
and wanted to work for the
cultural and religious dev-
elopment of the people there,
“but was concerned with rep-
ression on religious activifies,
and also worried about deli-
dilution of Tibetan
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right to press
India: George

SRajagopalanQ { b

Washkington, January 20

AFTER PLAYING the dove for 48
hours in Washington DC,
Defence Minister George Fer-
nandes was back to his old self as
he hopped across to New York
and attacked the West for asking
India to puli back its forces.

Irked by the oft-repeated cail
for withdrawal of troops, Fer-
nandes virtually questioned the
right of the Western nations to
make such a demand. Althaugh
the US has of laie stopped mak-
ing the demand in public, the
focus of US efforts continues to
be on an early puliback of forces.
In about every engagement here,
Fernandes was assailed by the
same question.

When a Fox News anchor ask-
ed him if India could move its
troops back two miles so that
Pakistan can be pressured to fol-
low suit, Fernandes said: “What
good it would do when you (Pak-
istan) enable the terrorists from
your territory even today to
move into our territory.”

He was particularly dismissive
of apprehensions that tensions
surrounding the full mobilisa-
tien of forces could culminate in
& nuclear showdown. He sought

to draw a parallel with severa]

confrontations between the US
and the former Soviet Union dur-
ing the Cold War era that did not
assume & nuclear dimension.

In New York, he said the talk of
a nuclear showdown was “an
insult to the peaple and leaders of
the region”. Fernandes sought to
remind Americans that Mushar-
raf was still to prove his creden-
tials on ending cross-border ter-
rorism. When the Fox anchor
said Musharraf had handed over
seven al-Qaida terrorists to the
US, Fernandes jutnped at it say-
ing the Pakistani President
should be doing the same with

_ ke 20 sought by India.
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/I' OWARDS ALL-PARTY DIPLOMACY,

THE NATIONAL CONSENSUS on ways to deal
with Pakistan in the context of the recent terror-
ist attack on Parliament House in New Delhi
must serve as the motive force of India’s planned
all-party diplomacy. Yet, the consensus should
first be fine-tuned to address the new situation
which the international community seems to vi-
sualise following Pakistan’s latest declaration of
intent to rein in anti-India terrorism. Earlier, the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, has had to
engage the Leader of the Opposition, Sonia
Gandhi, in an effort to reassure all concerned
that there will be no politicking by the ruling
establishment in constituting inter-party dele-
gations to travel abroad and espouse India’s an-
ti-terror cause. In a sense, the politieal storm in
New Delhi over the composition of such dele-
gations now appears te have blown over after
both the Government and the opposition Con-
gress(l} agreed to work together on this and re-
lated issues in the supreme national interest. It is
essential, therefore, that the Vajpayee adminis-
tration does not lurch back to any kind of uni-
lateralism in preparing for a pan-party
diplomatic offensive in the larger international
arena. If the conscience of the global community
is to be awakened, India ought to vigorously ar-
ticulate its concerns about the external terrorist
threats to its stability as the world's largest secu-
lar democracy. Any real or apparent signs of na-
tional dissonance over the basic thrust or over
the political logistics of the planned Indian dip-
lomatic campaign of this kind will only impede it
even before it can reach the boost-phase. The
diplomatic task of winning friends and influen-
cing nations to promote India’s anti-terror ob-
jectives is a serious matter that rightly belongs to
the realm of the naticnal interest itself.

The pan-party initiative of presenting New
Deihi’s case to the global community reflects a
considered non-militarist way of addressing the
terrorist challenges. An obvious sphere of New

|V

g& \

Delhj's attention in this context is the bldc of
Islamic countries on account of Pakistan’s dy-
namic association with it. To push this core
agenda forward, India’s political leaders must
act with unity of purpose to promote the crux of
India’s national consensus in a wholly transpar-
ent fashion. If diplomacy is given a fair chance,
the international community might be able to
persuade or pressure Pakistan to completely roll
back its tactical-strategic agenda of encouraging
cross-border terrorism in various parts of India
including Jammu and Kashmir. C ¢ A

g

)‘M) It 12 in this overall situation that India’s in-
ter-party delegations, which are still being con-
stituted, will find it necessary to neutralise the
international misgivings about some of the latest
observations by the Indian Army Chief, S. Pad-
manabhan. Now, Gen. Padmanabhan has on the
whole discounted the likelihood of an apocalyp- :
tic scenario of a Pakistan-India nuclear ex-
change. However, India’s political leaders will
need to reassure their foreign interiocutors
about the credibility of New Delhi’s commit-
ment to a pelicy of not being the first to launch a
nuclear strike against any country, Pakistan in-
cluded. India’s no-first-use doctrine of nuclear
security is indeed rooted in the morat and pac-
ifist fervour of its people. Nonetheless, Gen. Pad-
manabhan’s statements and the general drift of
the Union Home Minister, L. K. Advani’s latest
conversations with the top U.S. leadership seem
to have had a definitive taciical purpose. They
appear to have reckoned that india should speak
from a position of perceivable strength so that
Pakistan’s President, Pervez Musharraf, might
feel compelled to seriously address New Delhi's
concerns. Yet, with Pakistan too constituting a

~ Kashmir panel of its own to try and woo the

international community, India’s political dele-
gations may discover that their planned diplo-
matic offensive abroad is gven more of a

challenge.
it e
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NEW DELHI, Jan, 13, — The
Opposition today rejected Gen
Musharraf’s demand for a third-
party mediation.

In a meeting with the Prime
Minister some of them saw
“some positive signs” in Gen
Musharraf’s address, some asked
for the resumption of bilateral
dialogue, but all of them agreed
that the General’s real intentions
would be tested not by his talks
but his actions on the ground.

/WOpp rejecj:s

Thes Eews were aired when
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, trying
for a consensus on the Indian
stand, invited the Opposition
leaders over to his residence to
discuss the General’s address.
The nearly 90 minute-long
discussions followed the Cabinet
Committee on Secutity meeting,

Among those present were
Mrs Sonia Gandhi, Dr Manm-
ohan Singh, the CPI-M general
secretary, Mr Harkishen Singh
Surjeet, the CPI leader, Mr D
Raja, the RJD leader, Dr
Raghuovansh Prasad Singh, and

mediatior

the BSP lea\';Zr, Ms Mayawati
from the Opposition. From the
NDA those present included
BIP spokesman, Mr Vijay
Kuemar Malhotra and Trinamul
Congress chief whip, Mr Sudip
Bandopadhyay. Some leaders
like the Samajwadi Party repres-
entatives couldn’t make it to the
short-notice meeting, apparently
because they were not in Delhi.
The Prime Minister and Mr
Jaswant Singh briefed the
Opposition on the government’s
assessment of Gen Musharraf’s
address and sought their

fLE STATESLUY'
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on Kashmir

opihions. ?-M“‘T—-
After the meeting Dr Manm-
ohan Singh told reporters that
Mrs Sonia Gandbhi told the Prime
Minister that there were “some
positive signs’ in the Pakistani
President’s address, but that he
has not changed his stand on
Kashmir. She rejected the dem- |
and for a third-party mediation
and said only the Shimla accord
can provide the base. She also
pointed out how the Pakistani
leader failed to mention about
either the Shimla Accord or the

Lahore Declaration.
=
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HT Correspondent & PTI
New Delhi, January 13

THE COUNTRY’S major political
parties today rejected Pakistan
President General Pervez Mush-
arraf’s suggestion of third party
mediation to resolve the Kash-
mir dispute,

© At a meeting convened by
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee at his residence, the lead-
ers of various parties said both
the countries would have to
engage themselves in a peaceful
dialogue and there was no role
for any third party.

Crediting Musharraf to have
come up with some “positive ele-
ments” they however cautioned
the Government that resumption
of Indo Pak dialogue should

depend on “credible action on’

the ground”.

Congress leader Manmohan
Singh told reporters that party
president Sonia Gandhi made it
clear that there was no change in
Pakistan’s position with regard
to Kashmir, and Congress was
not in favour of any third party
intervention as the Simla Agree-
ment provided enough frame-
work for resolving ail outstand-
ing bilateral disputes.

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi said Musharraf’s speech
had some “positive elements” as
he has promised firm action
against terrorists and stopping of
cross-horder terrorism.

“But the real proof of the pud-
ding is in the eating as much
will depend on how his inten-
tions are translated into action,
Manmohan Singh told repotters.
Asked about Musharraf’s
offer for talks, Singh said
there should be credible actions
on the ground.

The meeting was attended
among others by CPM leader
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, CPI
leader D Raja, Trinamogl Con-
gress MP Sudip Bandyopadhyay,
BSP vice-president Mayawati
and RJD leader Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh.

Describing Musharraf’s
speech as “positive”, Surjeet said
maost of the things we have been
demanding, he has accepted.

However, the party did not
favour any third party interven-
tion in resolving bilateral issues.

=

Asked to comment on Mushar-
raf’s offer for resumption of
talks, he said, ke hoped the talks
would continue and added the
government had never said no to
such talks.

CPI national secretary D Raja
said his party had taken a “posi-
tive note” of Musharraf’s
speech. “As far as religious
exfremism and terrorism are
concerned, Musharraf’s state-
ments are quite positive,” he
added.

Referring to the Kashmir
issue, he said the party’s position
was that both the countries
would have to engage themselves
in a meaningful dialogue and
there was no question of any
third party mediation. On
Musharraf’s offer for talks, he
said there was slight change
in the situation as the atmos-
phere was becoming somewhat
conducive.

v

BJP MP Vijay Kumar Malho-
tra, who also attended the meet-
ing, said several parties objected
to Musharraf’s refusal to hand
over 20 terrorists to India.

He said the country should
remain cautious till Mush-
arraf’s statements were translat-
ed into deeds and added most
of the parties have expressed
similar feelings that talks should
resume only after taking.
into account changes in ground
realities.

Musharraf, tried to strike a
balance in his televised address
last night between fobbing off
the Taliban militia on one hand
and revolt by Sindhis and Pun-
jabis on the other, a senior BJP
ieader said today.

“While the Pakistan President
is now confronted with the
prospect of tackling Taliban
militia, he is also facing revolt by

v

Pervez balloon

AFP FHOTO
(From left) Manmohan Singh, Harkishen Singh Surjeet, B Raja and Sonia Gandhl after the all-party meeﬁng at
Prime Mlmster Atal Blharl Vajpayee's house on Sunday.

the  North-West  Frontier
Province in his own country. So
Musharraf has to play the bal-
ancing game,” he said.

In Gangtok, the BJP national
secretary in-charge of North-
east, P B Acharya, said that
Musharraf had stressed that
Benazir Bhutto was waiting in
the wings to wrest power.

The Pakistan President “acc-
epted in a way” that terrorists
like Dawood Ibrahim and Tiger
Memon, wanted by India in
Mumbai serial blasts and other
disruptive activities, are now in
his country, Acharya said.

Complimenting Atal Bihari
Vajpavee's efforts to stop
cross-border terrorism, the BJP
leader said that by taking every-
one into confidence before mak-
ing a move, the Prime Minister
has now become a statesman and
carved a niche for himself

Sindhis and Punjabis living in  in the India as well as in woxy.
THE HINDUSTAN TIMEN
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 12. - A
day after the Prime Minister
bought peace with Mrs Sonia
Gandhi on the issue of
sending an all-party deleg-
ations abroad, the Congress
today snubbed the govern-
ment by sending a list of
relatively junior leaders to
the PMO as party nominees.

Adding to the government
woes the Left camp today
said “i is unwilling to join
the missicn as it looks like a
futile exercige”.

The Congress also negated
indications from the NDA
side yesterday that Mr
Shivraj Patil may replace
the now “unavailable” Dr
Manmohan Singh (the group
leader in the earlier
‘reported list’). It also left out
Lok Sabha Deputy Speaker
Mr P M Sayeed (another
reported group leader)
saying he “has fallen sjck”.

Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairman Mrs Najma
Heptullah has been named
as the leader of 2 group that
visits Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and Sudan. Lok
Sabha member and former

| union minister Mr R L

‘Mahajan

Bhatia has been nominated
for the team to Egypt and
Syria with Mr Mani Shankar
Iyer in the team to Brussels.

The list was cleared at a
meeting presided over hy
Mrs Gandhi (unavailable for
the tours because of ‘cam-
paign schedule’), Dr Manm-
chan Singh, Mr Natwar
Singh and Mr Jaipal Reddy.

r Reddy said “even now
nobody knows the status of
the delegations or at what
level they are going to
interact abroad”, adding “we
certainly .appreciate the
gesture of the Prime
Minister to talk to Mrs
Gandhi yesterday. But 10
days were wasted after the
all-party meeting. Mr
Vajpayee was reportedly
apologetic and said it was
due to some of his colleagues
and officials the whole thing
was misman "

CPI-M Rajya Sabha leader
Mr S Ramachandran Pillai
said, “Last night Mr Pramod
called me up
requesting to send the
names of two party
nominees. But I told him we
are not keen to join the
mission, since there was no
discussion on what should be

‘Congress snubs
Centre on MP
delegatio

9.¢ fmi \
5
ns

the Indian view, On his
request to reconsider the
decigion, I said the politburo
will discuss it, but we are
unlikely to join”.

Mr Pillai and CPI general
secretary Mr A B Bardhan
gsaid Mr L K Advani’s
conduct in Washington
amounted to seeking a direct
role of the USA in the
Kashmir issue, which was a
vielation of the Shimla
Accord and the Lahore
declaration. “Mr Advani is
pleading with the USA to
pull out our chest-nuts from
the fire. This plea to
Washington has serous
implications”, Mr Bardhan
said.

RJD parliamentary party
leader Mr Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh said Mr
Mahendra Prasad, a Rajya
Sabha MP, whose name
figured in the “reported list”,
had nothing to do with the
party. He had been expelled
from the party long back and
is now an unattached
member. Mr Singh said “I
am amazed to hear his name
was cleared by  the
government as RJD’s

representative the
mission.”

e
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“Opp rejects

Jan. 10. — A spokesman of the Prime Minister’s
Office tonight said, “The government has not yet
finalised any list of delegations” to visit various
countries to highlight India’s view on the stand-off
with Pakistan. This clarification came soon after
the Opposition rejected what they called the

“government unilaterally constituting” some-

delegations of parliamentarians for the mission,
They said the government had failed to keep its
word that Opposition leaders would be consulted
on the constitution of the teams and accused the
government and the BJP of “politicking and non-
seriousness in dealing with vital national issues.”
Sources, however, clarified that “when the idea
of sending all-party delegations was proposed at
last month’s all-party meeting by many leaders,
including Miss Mamata Banerjee and Mr AB
Bardhan, it was decided that the parliamentary
affairs minister, Mr Pramod Mahajan, would

MP

delega’tioﬁ/s
24 Wy

discuss with the Opposition the ¢onstitution of the

delegations and he accordingly may have done it”.

The sources said Mr Manmohan Singh was

consulted though his approval was pending. They
assigned his strong reaction to the possibility of his

desire to please Mrs Sonia Gandhi. There was no

point in consulting the Congress about the Rajya

Sabha deputy chairperson, Mrs Najma Heptullah,

and the Lok Sabha Deputy Speaker, Mr PM Say-

eed. They were selected to head the delegations

because of their constitutional positions. <
The CPI general secretary, Mr AB Bardhan,

said the government has backed out of the

promise. “This is merely a list prepared in the

office of the parliamentary affairs minister and we

don’t accept it”. Mr § Ramachandran Pillai

(CPI-M) said: “Not only should the government

have consulted the Opposition on the teams but

also to finalise the ‘Indian viewpoint'.”

Another report on page/
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. GIVING DIPLOMACY A CHANCE

l
ITHE EMERGING SIGNS of a determined effort by
'the Government and the Opposition to join hands
jand give diplomacy a fair and prime chance raise
thopes for a new sense of direction in New Delhi’s
Ibattle against the external terrorists. To the extent
ithat this might lead to a definitive pullback from
{the brink of a military confrontation with Pakis-
_ {tan, the Vajpayee administration and the Opposi-
ition leaders deserve support on the international
tstage too and not just at home. With Pakistan's
[President. Gen. Pervez Musharraf, also taking
jconspicuous action against the anti-India terror-
list groups as adroitly as possible within his turbu-
:lent jurisdiction, the two countries must now
jseize this new moment of hope and try to defuse
ibilateral tensions. The real issue, the pelitics of
!lerror, can only then be addressed with the seri-
ousness it deserves. By welcoming Gen. Mushar-
traf’s latest crackdown against the terrorist groups
- ‘blamed for the aborted yet horrific attack on In-
jdia’s Parliament House, the External Affairs Min-
lister, Mr. Jaswant Singh, has indeed set the right
'tone at this time of crisis stakes on the bilateral
]front. For India, the best bet in these circum-
jstances is a diplomatic campaign inspired by a
:genuine national consensus rather than a mil-
Jtarist posture. At present, what is surely not in
idoubt is the moral legitimacy of India’s sense of
outrage over the systematic chain of terrorist at-
tacks that its demaocratic and secular polity has
had to endure. Yet, New Delhi's embattled dis-
-course hinting strongly of a military option and
the countervailing rhetoric from Islamabad have
not so far yielded dividends. The international
;(':ommunity has not properly understood the na-
sture of the basic terrorist chalienge that the
world's largest democracy has grappled with for
over two decades now. So, the encouraging spirit
‘of political fraternity, which was manifest at the
latest all-party meeting in New Delhi, should
serve.as a propellant for a new diplomatic initia-
tive“that the Vajpayee administration seems in-
/ée/d to consider at this stage.

What is particularly welcome is the apparent
willingness of India’s political parties to build a
national consensus on how to address the terror-
ism challenge by engaging the larger global com-
munity in meaningful diplomacy. An idea under
discussion is that New Delhi should sénd dele-
gations to world capitals so as to win friends and
influence nations as regards matters concerning
the terrorist threats to India's pluralist society.
Although there is nothing radically new about the
idea that the Opposition leaders too should be
associated with any such exercise, truly represen-
tative delegations will certainly add to its lustre.
An important question that needs to be sorted out
as part of any such initiative is how far will New
Delhi be prepared to engage [slamapad itself by
diplomatic means. 9 A0 ‘{/ Qq(ﬁ\w
-~

W\

A salient ground reality\s that Gen. Mushar-
raf is braving the wrath of the religious radicals at
home by trying to tone up Pakistan's own political
environment and by meeting the substance of In-
dia’s demands that he stop the terrorists in their
tracks. It is of course arguable that the real motive
force for his stupendous move is the pressure of
international sentiment against terrorism. As a
country under international observation since the
U.S. began its diplomatic-military action against
the Taliban-Osama axis of terror, Pakistan is in a
state of almost tectonic flux. Understandably,
Gen, Musharraf will not like his domestic constit-
uencies to see him as buckling under pressure
from India. Yet, his fiats arresting the leaders of
Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba, both
blamed for the attack on Parliament House in
New Delhi, are clearly India- friendly gestures.
New Detlhi should take this aspect into account in
formulating a new diplomatic campaign. It bears
repetition that a stable and non-radicalised Pakis-
tan is in India’s enlightened interest. As Gen.
Musharraf seeks to fashion such a society, New

Delhi should take a good neighbourly view of him”

and his country.
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~Special US.envoy

should head for

Pakistan: BJP chief
@\ ¥

]

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA [ - b
saNoALORE JnuARY T3S

THE BIP today resented the US move to send a special envoy to
India to defuse tension with Pakistan and said Islamabad should give
up its “childish approach” towards Dethi and take “assured action”
against terromists than holding out “empty” assurances.

Asserting that sending the envoy to India would not serve any pur-
pose, BIP President Jana Krishnamurthy told reporters here that the
special envoy should rather visit Pakistan and inipress upon it to take
firm action against terrorists and stop cross-border terrorism.

“Better he (President George Bush) sends an envoy there,” Krishina-
murthy said, referring to reports that the US was mulling over sending a
special ervoy to de-csealate the heightened tension in Indo-Pak relations.,

On Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf’s dialogue offes to India,
the BIP chiefsaid, “we do ot want empty assurances. We want assured
action.” If Pakistan was determined to join hands with India in the battle
against terrorism, it should prove it through action, he said,

But, he said, Pakistan’s actions so far had only been “peripheral”
and did not go into the “roots of the problem”™.

“The Pakistan Foreign Mimster says we should forget the past, Are
we to forget terrorism, Are we to forget the hijack of an Indian plane?
Are we toforget the attacks on Yammu and Kastmir Assernbly and Par-
liament?” he said. :

Krishmamurthy said that Pakistan should create a peaceful atmos-
phere and “let the people of Indiabe convineced of Istamabad’s peace of-
fer or talks offer”.

Commenting on the tension along the Indo-Pak border, Krishna-
murthy said that India had never sought war, but never “shied away”
whenever itwas forced upon the country, “We are ready to face any sit-
uation,” he said. The BIP, he said, welcomed British Prime minister
Tony Blair'sstatement that rejection of terrorism should be the basis of
a dialogue with Pakistan. : '

“After landing in India, Blair could understand the ground realities.
Now Britain is very firm {(against terrorism),” Krishnamurthy said, ap-
parently referring to the British premier’s controversial statement that
Pukistan’s position on the Kashimir issue was “very strong”,

Asked why the Union Home Mindstry still had not come out with
the much-promised white paper on 151 activity in India, he said Home
Minister LK. Advani must have his “own good reasons” for it.

The Home Minister must have felt that the issuing of the white paper,
instead of serving the purpoase forwhich it was intended, might harm it,
he said. It must have been withhefd in the overall interests of the country,
krishnamurthy said.
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