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'S key Opposition

party, the Janata Dal

day said it was forming a new
party called Janata Dal-

- Devi'salliance. The new partyin-
cludes four of JD{U)’s 12 legisla-
Union consumer affairs, food
and public distribution minister
Sabha and is a member of Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's

Patna
B {United), has split. A
Jayaprakash. Sources sald it
tors in the 243-member Bihar
Sharad Yadav heads the JD{U),
ruling coalition.
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breakaway JD(U) group on Tues-
would join chict minister Rabri
Assenbly.
which has four MPs in the Lok
The party’s break-up in Bibar

The Economic Times

«fsplits,

LALOO: TROUBLESHOOTER

has taken its leadership by sur-
prise. Said JD(U) legislative party
leader Ganesh Prasad Yadav: “I
heard this morning that four leg-

islators have defected. lam in no
pusition to say anything,”

The four defectors are Laxmi
Narayan Yadav, Jainandan Ya-
dav, Viswnath Singh and Sashi
Kumar Rai. Mr Rai said they
have urged Assembly speaker
Sadanand Singh to identify their
new parly asaseparate group,

The move comes justa month
afier another Opposition party,
Bahujan Samaj Party {BSP}, split
asfourof its five legislators joined
Rabri Devi’s Rashtriva Janata Dal
{RIT¥), The chief minister made
three of them ministers.

It is speculated that the four
JD(U} defectors. too, might even-
tually join the RID.

Their chances of becoming
ministers are high. The defectors
took the step after several meet-
ings this month with RID presi-

MLASs to join Rabri

dent and Rabri Devi's husband,
Rajya Sabha MP Laloo Prasad Ya-
dav.

Itis sullnot clear whether they |

also have the blessings of long-

time Sharad Yadav-baiter and
dissentet, Lok Sabha MP Dieven-
dra Prasad Yadav.

The JD{U) split has also come
as a sethack for defenice minister
George  Fernandes’  Samata
Party, which was planning
a common front with

leader, the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJF).

The Samata, which has 30 leg-
islators against the BJPs 35, was
planning o claim the post of
Jeader of the Opposition in the
Assembly with JD{L}'s help. The
BIP currently holds the post,

—IANS

it o
sideline their Opposition alliance
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HT Correspondent ;
New Delhi, July 18

TRINAMOOL AND RJD mem-
bers clashed in the Lok Sabha to-
day after Railway Minister Ni-
tish Kumar announced that East-
Central Railway would be opera-
tional from Qctober 1, to be fol-
lowed bv the other five new zonal
railways from April 1 next year.

The Cabinet was supposed fo
meet today and discuss the issue
of bifurcation. It met, but the is-
sue didn’'t come up for discussion.

With agitated West Bengal
MPs repeatedly interrupting the
minister, Speaker Manohar
Joshi said, “I have no objection
tor a discussion. Let the minister
reply and if the House so de-
sires, I will put it before the Busi-
ness Advisory Committee.”

This led to anh impromptu de-
bate during which RJD leader
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh said
the people of Bihar would neot
tolerate any injustice being done
to the State for political reasons.

“Agitation has already started
in Hajipur. No trains originating
from West Bengal or going there
will be allowed to pass through
Bihar if the new zone is not set
up,” Singh said.

This sparked loud protests
from Trinamool MPs, including
Mamata Banerjee, who main-
tained that Singh had used un-
parliamentary language. Mama-
ta, supported by Left party MPs,
strongly opposed establishment
of Fast-Central Railway having
its headquarters in Hajipur, say-

Mamata Banerjee
The crusade is on

ing the move would divide the en-
tire country The Trinamool MPs
attacked Nitish Kumar for his re-
marks and said he had noright to
comment when the issue had
been referred back to the Cabi-
net.

Mamata said “some people
were playing a dirty game to bi-
furcate Eastern Railway zone as
partof a political vendetta. We do
not want to divide the country”.
The creation of the new head-
quarters would entail shifting of
10,000 people and that railway
unions were opposed to the move.
she added.

Amidst loud protest from the
MPs from Bengal with PR Das
munshi of the Congress de-
manding a full discussion on the
issue, Nitish Kumar said that be-
sides the one at Hajipur, the
North-Western Railway head-
quartered in Jaipur would he
functionat from Qctober 1.
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‘War on Samata defence

FROM ASHISH SINHA

Ranchi, April 8: The BJP is
ready to go to war against key al-
liance partner Samata Party for
demanding Gujarat chief minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s head.

“The alliance has an unwrit-
ten norm to sort out differences
within the NDA coordination
committee, I have read about the
demand in the newspapers. I will
speak with Samata leader
George Fernandes and ask him
why, if at all, the norm was
breached,” BJP president K.
Jana Krishnamurthi said on his
first visit to Jharkhand.

Samata spokesperson
Shambhu Srivastava had yester-
dav demanded Modi’s sacking
for being “unable” to control
communal riots in Gujarat.

“Narendra Modi's govern-
ment, in consultation with the
Centre, is struggling hard to
bring peace to Gujarat. I say, and
this is final, there is no question

Tribal druummers welcome Jana Krishnamurthi. iAFpP)

of the Gujarat chief minister
being removed. This is unfair

and undemocratic. Gujarat will -

go to polls next vear, If the peo-
ple vote out the BJF, we will re-
spect the mandate. Not many
know this, but Modi had issued

shoot-at-sight orders immedtate-
ly after the Godhra carnage. At
that time the Congress and the
communisis were selective in
their response,” Krishnamurthi
said.

He cited “media reports™ to

THE YELEGRAPH

suggest that an arrested accused
in the Godhra incident had re-
vealed “plans” to set the entire
train ablaze to trigger commu-
nal riots all over the country.
“Why is an individual (Modi)
being targeted? This is not good.
Individuals do not matter, The
failure {in Gujarat) was sys-
temic. No one demanded the res-
ignation of the Congress govern-
ment of Madhavsinh Solanki
when communal riots continued
in Gujarat for weeks, Democracy
shouid be allowed to function. I
do not justify the killings, Every
life is precious for the BJP. But
such attacks vn an individual
must stop,” Krishnamurthi said,
If “individuals do not mat-
ter”, why did the BJP choose fo
replace Keshubhal Patel with
Modi? “It is like a relay race. [t is
a political party’s prerogative to
change chief ministers if it
thinks necessary. There is no

such necessity in the case gf
Narendra Modi,” he sait%



Byl 1.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, MARCH 6. The Samaj-

wadi Party MLA from Bareilly

district of Uttar Pradesh. Man-
, 2000 Ahmed, was shot dead at
{ the gates of the Raj Bhavan here
today while taking part in a
dharna along with party activ-
ists o protest against the tail-
ure” ol the Governor, Vishnu
Kanl Shastri, ro invite their lead-
r. Mulayam Singh Yadav, to
‘orm the next Governmen{ in
he State.

I'ne assailant — later idenci-
fied by ihe police as Abhishek
Bhardwaj from Jaunpur district,
who was present among the
demonstrators — whipped out

“ U.P. Governor for
President’s rule

LUGKNOW, MARCH 6. The Utar
Pradesh  Governor, Vishnu
Kant Shastri, tonight recom-
mendad the imposition of
President’s rule in the State.

“As  political  instability
continues and no party is
willing (o form the govern-
ment, | recoommend Presi-
dent’s rule in the State and
keeping the Assembly in sus-
pended  animation,”  Mr.
Shaseri said in his letter
the President, K.R. Naraya-
nan. — LJN]

a country-made pistol and shot
Mr. Ahmed {rom peint blank
range. He threw away the weap-
on and raised his hands in a
gesture of surrender soan atter,
Angry SP workers thrashed him
befare he was rescued by the
police with great difficuliy.

Mr. Ahmed was rushed to
hospital where he was declared

SP MLA shot
o . U.P. Raj

The body of the Samajwadi Part

in front gf
b A
Bhavan .-

£

y MLA from Baheri,

Mansoor Ahmed, lies in front of the Raj Bhavan
in Lucknow on Wednesday. The weapon used in the
attack is shownin the circle.— FTI

dead. The acrused was also pro-
vided medical aid and was
stated to be nut of danger. Pre-
liminary investigations have
failed 10 establish the motive
behind the murder.

A ielative of Mr. Ahmed said
there was political rivalry be-
tween the deceased MLA and
two persons — the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party candidate who had
unsuccessiully contested
agaipst him in the last elections
and an SP activist who had
seught the party ticket to con
test from the same constituency
— Baheri — from where Mr.
Ahmed had been elected,

According to the State Princi-
pal Secretary (Home}, Naresh
Daval, the 8P workers had come
in a procession to the Raj Bha-

van, situated less than a km
from their office. The alleged as
sailant was apparently part o
the procession. While a section
of the processionists was stop-
ped at a barricade put up by the
police a liltle before the Raj
Bhavan gates, others broke the
police  cordon and  reached
there raising slogans.

The shooting took place while
SP leaders were addressing the
demonstrators. Mr. Dayal said
that while the accused had giv-
en some details abourt his iden-
tity, his account was being
verified. Talking to newsper-
sons later, Mr. Mulayam Singh
Yadav said there was a deep
conspiracy behind the attack on
his party MLA.

o




Mayawati qul

Tlrnel Newe Network l /‘]
\EW DELHI The Union cabi
- Thursday night decided
1o tecommend imposi-
i tion of President’s rule
in Uttar Pradesh.

The cabinet also
decided that the UP
assembly be kept in
sus ended animation,

arliamentary affairs
m1mster Pramod
| Mahajan told reporters
afier an hour-long meeting presided over
by Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

The recormendation was made under

12356 (1) of the consututlon, which
provmies for imposition of central rule in
a state, he said. ? - by gg
The Union gover ment move ¢
even as Babwan Samaj Party leader
Mayawati resigned her Lok Sabha seat
and hinted at a new proximity to the BJP
as a prelude to a new pact for govern-
ment formation in Uttar Pradesh.
Addressing a press conference earlier
in the day along with her mentor Kanshi
Ram before submitting her resignation to
the speaker’s office, Ms Mayawati said
she was leaving for Lucknow to lead her
party legisiators and cadres.
Significantly, she sounded extremely

s LS seaf, eyes UP gaddi

cautious while speaking on issues like
Ayodhya and the communal carnage in
Gujarat. In a sharp departure from her
party’s plank in the assembly elections,
she revealed a pro-BJP tilt while refer-
ring to the cause of the Gujarat violence
and the Centre's handling of the
Ayodhya situation.

Ms Mayawati said that while the disput-
ed land at Ayodhya should remain with the
Centre until the court decides its future, the
undisputed land around-the site could ke
handed over for tempie construction. “We
have no objection o that,” she said, “The
Ayodhya problem began with the ‘shi-
lanyas’ during the Congress rule,” she said

S —————
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