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APM calls for

peace but cadre
killed 1 revenge
R N (y A Y

HT Correspmﬁbnts
Kultali/Kolkata, October 3

UNIDENTIFIED ATTACKERS
shot dead a CPI(M) member and
threw his body in a field at
Paitarhat in Kultali last night.

CPI(M) leaders said the mur-
der is in retaliation to the killing
of two SUCI leaders inside the
party office in Kultali on Tuesday.

Kalipada Mandal (40), a local
CPI(M) leader, was dragged out of
his house and shot dead by
unidentified attackers, They then
cut off the head and dumped the
body in a field nearby.

CPI(M) leader Dr Sujan
Chakraborty said SUCI support-
ers killed Mandal in retaliation
to the Kkilling of district leaders
Ashok Halder and Moslem Mis-
try in Tuesday’s attack.

The SUCI had charged Sunder-
bans Affairs Minister Kanti Gan-
guly and district CPI(M) leaders
of having plotted the attack on
the party office. CPI(M) State sec-
retary Anil Biswas today said he
would talk with SUCI leaders to
put an end to the violence.

SUCI leaders, however, denied
the party’s involvement in the
killing. They said Mandal was
murdered due to a local dispute.
Police have no clue on the motive
of the killing.

SUCI State secretary Prabhas
Ghosh was unaware of the
killing of Mandal but said the
party did not believe in the “poli-
tics of annihilation”. Biswas did
not deny outright the charge on
Kanti Ganguly but said the Min-
ister was staying back home due
to his son’s illness. “I don’t know
about the incident (Tuesday’s at-
tack). As far as I know the Minis-

HE [T

ter has been s‘c&f\ng back home

because his son is ill.”

The SUCI, however, is not
ready for talks until Chief Min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
gives a “free hand” to the police.
“I talked to the Chief Minister,
the party secretary and the Left
Front chairman over the vio-
lence in South 24-Parganas at
least on three occasions. We sub-
mitted a list of anti-socials on
September 24 to the police. But
Kanti ganguly won't let the po-
lice act,” Ghosh said.

The 12-hour bandh called by
the SUCI today was observed in
Joynagar and Kultali. The party
also observed “martyrs’ day” to-
day. The party had accused the
administration of overlooking
their request for security during
the meeting in the party office
on Tuesday. Gunmen barged into
the SUCI office and gunned
down an SUCI district leader and
two party functionaries. Fifteen
others were injured.

According to the FIR, local
CPI(M) leader Ramshankar
Halder and local ganglord Shah-
jahan Lashkar led the attack.
The police also say the attack
was led by Shahjahan. Three of
the attackers have been arrested.

SUCI MLA Debaprasad
Sarkar accused the CPI(M) of
plotting the attack to wrest con-
trol over the area before next
year’s panchayat polls. “The
SUCI had informed the police in
advance about the CPI(M) attack
but it wasignored,” he said.

There is tension in Kultali fol-
lowing the killings, reportedly
with a political motive. RAF
jawans have been posted to
check further violence.
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CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK / CONG. OBJECTION IS ‘IDEOLOGICAL’

CPI, CPI(M) for rgyjew }gf

1t e

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 13. The CPI and
the CPI (M) today termed the
Supreme Court judgement on
National Curriculum Frame-
work (NCF) as ‘unfortunate’,
and said it should be reviewed
by the full bench of the apex
court.

The Congress, on the other
hand, said while it had no prob-
lem with the judgement deliver-
ed on the basis of legalistic
merits, its objection was ‘ideo-
logical and political, not legal’.

The two Left parties said the
apex court had held that given
the present legal situation, the
procedure adopted by the Na-
tional Council for Education,
Research and Training (NCERT)
in formulating the NCF was not

unconstitutional. “This is unfor-
tunate. Tampering with the sec-
ular content of the education
system has serious consequenc-
es to both our federal polity and
secularism, which the Supreme
Court itself has defined as a ba-
sic feature of our Constitution”,
the parties said in a joint
statement.

Asking for a review, the Left
parties said this was also neces-
sary to establish a mechanism
to evolve a national consensus
on the ‘concurrent’ subject of
education in the country’s fed-
eral polity and made mandato-
ry. They said till such a national
mechanism was evolved, the
States would retain their auton-
omy to work out their own cur-
riculum framework.

On the issue of content of the

VHE N

‘ U
ian, they said the Supreme
ourt had correctly cautioned

the Government to maintain a
constant vigil on the part of
those imparting religious edu-
cation from the primary stage to
the higher level otherwise
“there is a potent danger of reli-
gious education being pervert-
ed”. “Such caution, however,
reassures no one today, given
the aggressive communalisa-
tion of education undertaken by
the Vajpayee Government,” the
statement said.

The Congress too expressed
its apprehension saying while
education of all religions was
acceptable in principle, it could
be violated in practice. “We
have doubts about intent (of the
BjP-led Government) and it

V. Cu
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’ gQF and instructions in reli-’
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calls for continued vigilance,”
the party spokesman, S. Jaipal
Reddy, said.

Mr. Reddy said the party
would continue to insist that a
meeting of the Central Advisory
Board of Education (CABE)
should be held and wondered
why the Vajpayee Government
was ‘shying away’ from consult-
ing the body in time honoured
tradition.

He said that while it was true
that CABE was a non-statutory
body it was equally true that
this body had been instrumen-
tal in evolving a national con-
sensus - on curriculum
framework between States and
the Centre on one hand and on
the other hand among various
political parties in the form of
Chief Ministers.
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CPM men take
on top cop at«"
massacre sit&\%

Kinsuk Basu & Pramod Giri
Dhupguri (Jalpaiguri), August 19

A DAY after a CPI(M) minister slammed the
police force and demanded a supercop to tack-
le the KLLO menace, party workers today ven
their rage on the State Director-General of Po-
lice, heckling and abusing him.

As soon as Vajpai reached the spot of Sat-
urday’s killings, a 500-strong crowd of angry
CPI(M) supporters started abusing him. The
mob demanded immediate suspension of the
officer-in-charge of the Dhupguri police sta-
tion. When efforts to pacify the mob failed and
things threatened to spin out of control, rein-
forcements were rushed in to escort the DGP
and senior officials away. This enraged the
mob further and they started throwing stones
at the police. No one, however, was injured.
The DGP was accompanied by IG (North Ben-
gal) Bhupinder Singh, DIG KL Meena and SP
Siddinath Gupta.

The DGP later met local CPI(M) leaders, in-
cluding district secretary Manik Sanyal. The
CPI(M) leaders sought additional forces for
KLO strongholds. Vajpai will submit a report
on his visit to the Chief Minister after his re-
turn to Kolkata.

He announced that two companies of police
commandos which had undergone training at
an army facility would be deployed along the
Indo-Bhutan border to aid the district police
in combing operations. He promised to equip
the police in the three districts with sophisti-
cated weapons, including INSAS and AK-se-
ries rifles. “The police will match the firepow-
er of the militants,” he said.

He gave a clean chit to the police force in the
three districts. He added that the police had
gathered some clues on Saturday’s massacre
and hoped the militants involved in the inci-
dent would be nabbed soon.

But his words failed to pacify the local
CPI(M) which had called a bandh to protest
against Saturday’s killings of five party work-
ers. The bandh crippled life in Jalpaiguri,
Cooch Behar and parts of Darjeeling. Howev-
er, there was no impact in the hill areas.

Bhattacharjee will visit Dhupguri on Sep-
tember 1 to address a rally against militancy:.

More reports on Page 4
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KLO men kill 3 in CPM office

/

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Af -\

\ 2
JALPAIGURI, Aug. 17. — Suspected Kam-
tapur MNiberation Organisation militants,
armed with AK-56 rifles, raided the CPI-M
office at Dhupguri in Jalpaiguri district this
evening. The militants fired indiscriminate-
ly killing three persons and injuring 14.

The district magistrate, Dr Subroto
Gupta, said two CPI-M activists were killed
on the spot. According to Jalpaiguri Sadar
Hospital sources, another CPI-M worker,
Dulal Roy, died after admission. '

The injured were being treated at the hos-
pital. Three critically wounded were being

transferred to North Bengal Medical
College and Hospital.

The state forest minister, Mr Jogesh
Burman said in Siliguri that five KLO
activists burst in when a zonal committee
meeting of the party was underway at
around 7 p.m.

Gopal Chaki, CPI-M’s district committee
member, and Tushar Basu, Dhupguri No. 2
local committee secretary of the party, died in
the firing. The KLO activists came on three
bicycles and escaped after the attack, he said.

Condemning the attack, the CPI-M leader,
Mr Anil Biswas said the party would hold a

m See KLO: page 5 L

(‘ A

(Contjnued from page 1)
statewide protest day
tomorrow, SNS adds from
Kolkata. A 24-hour Jalpai-
guri bandh will be observed
on Monday.

The CPI-ML (Liberation)
too has criticised the KLO
for the attack. The party’s
state secretary, Mr Kartik
Pal said: “We strongly
condemn this action.”
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J/(fPI-(M) wants Cenfre to |

~maintain status quo

By Our Special Corresponde: (\7deed suit being heard at the

NEW DELHI, MARCH 6. The Com
munist Party of India (Marxist}
has said that the Vajpayee Gov-

ernment is bound to maintain

the status quo at the disputed
site in Ayodhya and the acquired
land around it.

In a statement, the CPI(M) po-
litburo warned the Government
that any move to allow ‘puja’ at
the ‘shilanyas’ site, which is part
of the acquired land or handing
over any portion of the acquired

. land to the VHP, would be a “sur-

render to the VHP and subver-
sion of the rule of law.”
Reacting to the proposal moot-
ed by the Kanchi Sankaracharya,
it said the VHP had made it clear
that it stuck to the original blue-
print -for temple construction,
whereby the sanctum sanctorum
of the temple would be located at
the spot where the Babri Masjid
stood. Any formal move for con-
struction by doing ‘puja’ would
at this stage mean accepting the

.| VHP’s plan, it cautioned.

“Such a move will flout the Su-
preme Court directive that noth-
ing should be done till the title

Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad
High Court is decided through
the judicial process.” The state-
ment said any repetition of histo-
ry or surrender to communal
pressures can lead to serious dis-
ruption of national unity.

Meanwhile, the president of
the Indian National League,
Ebrahim Sulaiman Sait, said the
demand for return of any portion
of the acquired land must be ‘re-
jected’ outright, because it would
undermine the very objective
sought to be achieved by the en-
actment of the apex court. “It is
surprising that the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment has been in favour of
such a preposterous demand.”

The National Development
Front of Kerala expressed appre-
hension that the latest initiative
was also a part of the ‘RSS-VHP-
BJP gameplan’. The front, which
campaigned for the Babri Masjid,
was of the opinion that the VHP
should come forward with a re-
vised site plan of the temple
building, which excludes the area

where the masjid stoogd before }
the demolition.
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/@i]’s blame game
bi \l{;%g No way to tackle the ultra-Left ) M |

guing 10 hear Anil Biswas, Secretary, West engal,
CPI-M, say that his party will fight the PWG with develop-
ment and not politics. One hopes this is true. The skepticism Is
not wholly misplaced as Anil’s assertion goes against the grain
of the CPI-M whose growth have not been through ideology
alone. Terror (both administrative and party) chicanery and rig-
ging have contributed significantly. They were in full flow both
before and after the May 2001 state Assembly poll. It is unusual
for Anil to speak in a conciliatory tone when it comes to his
party’s political opponents including Naxalites and Trinamul.
He sounds nervous at the public outcry for the PWG leaders
subjected to torture and various forms of police excesses. The
suicide of Abhijit Sinha caused by untold police harassment is
reminiscent of the dark days of the emergency has embarrassed
Alimuddin Street. This gives the lie to claims of being democra-
tic and tolerant towards the opposition hitherto branded as a
conglomeration of thugs and pimps and treated accordingly.
Intolerance for opposition led to systematic and ruthless liqui-
dation of Congress and the Trinamul in large parts of Midna-
pore, Bankura and Hooghly. And now that the void is being
filled up by underground PWG guerrillas pursuing armed strug-
gle the Marxists are crying foul that they are unfairly targeted.
It is hypocritical for Anil to blame the Centre for the rise of
the ultra Left and separatists like Kamtapuris. They tend to
blame everyone but themselves for anything going wrong in the
state. They have indulged in criminal negligence of tribals, res-
tricting themselves to paying lip service to their plight. Can they
say where the hundreds of crores of rupees, earmarked for tri-
bal welfare and development have gone during its rule? Despite
the tribal welfare department being under its control all
through, it will not acknowledge the bitter truth. It does not care
for the strictures from the Calcutta High Court and the National
Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for not
complying with their directives for improving the lot of the
tribals. For it knows that so long as vote rigging is overlooked '
by the Election Commission it is secure in West Bengy
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NEW DELHI, JULY 28. The Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) is
currently busy putting select
members, including a former
Kerala Minister, through train-
ing in a school here.

The Central Party School,
with some Politburo members
as its faculty, is training some
100-odd members of the State
Committees to provide an in-
depth understanding of the par-
ty programme, which was up-
dated in October 2000 at
Thiruvananthapuram.

The programme, held after a
gap of over three years, envisag-
es preparing the State Commit-
tee members to be aware of the
changes that have taken place
in the international and nation-
‘ al situation, which necessitated
| the changes and the revised for-
mulation by the CPI (M).

‘ “After the six-day pro-
J

gramme, these members would

go back and train others in their
"l respective States,” the Politburo
\

/1'r5ining programme
for CPI(M)

)

- ‘ -
By Our Special Correspondent mFmber and CPI (M) Rajya Sab

members
7 MK

-\

hdleader, S. Ramachandran Pil-
lai, told The Hindu. Among
those attending the nearly 150-
minute lecture on select topics
is Sivadas Menon, who held the
Finance portfolio in the last
LDF Government in Kerala.

The programme began with
the party general secretary, Har-
kishan Singh Surjeet’s lecture
on the scope of the party pro-
gramme and its evolution. Polit-
buro member, Sitaram Yechury,
gave his view on the experience
of socialism in the 20th century
and the struggle for socialism in
the future, while Prakash Karat
spoke on the nature of the cap-
italist path of development
since Independence.

People’s Democratic Revolu-
tfion, its programme and the
People's Democratic Front is
the subject for Mr. Pillai while
Problems of Caste and Commu-
nalism in the Struggle for Peo-
ple's Democratic Front would
be the topic for P. Ramachan-
dren.
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(,Mwnll tackle
“PWG politically

The Left Front
government spells
out its blueprint
to contain the
rising influence of
PWG. Politics is
the key to the
strategy, says our

reporter in Kolkata

July 28. — The Left Front will
politically combat the PWG ra-
ther than through administrative
measures, the CPI-M state secr-
etary, Mr Anil Biswas said today.
He rejected Miss Mamata Ba-
nesjee’s charge that the chief mi-
nister Mr Buddhadeb Bhattach-
arjee’s meeting with the Prime
Minister and Deputy Prime Mi-
nister amounted to hobnobbing
with them.
- The chief minister visits the
capital to attend Politburo and
Central Committee meetings,
Mr Biswas said. And during such
visits it is only the norm in a
parliamentary democracy that he
should meet Central leaders, Mr
Biswas said. “The chief minister
only meets Central leaders, Miss

S\

Baneqec is in an alliance with
them.” Mr Biswas said the last
Assembly elections proved who
is really working for the state and
the panchayat elections would
prove it once again.

Miss Banerjee had charged
that Eastern Railway bifurcation
was a conspiracy hatched by the
Centre and state. Mr Biswas said
a person who always conspires
smells conspiracy in anything.
Medical camps in Midnapore:
The district administration and
the police in Midnapore West
district are trying to win over the
hearts of the people.

Both the administration and
the police are organising medic-
al camps in the PWG-dominated
Salboni, Goaltore, Belpahari,
Lalgar and Garbeta areas. The
hospitals are situated far off and
90 per cent villagers lack ade-
quate medical facilities.

The district police held a
health camp at Patharpara in
Goaltore yesterday where about
1,200 local people from adjoining
villages were given treatment.

Medicines were also distributed
among them. The SP, Mr KC
Meena, inaugurated the camp.
Plans are also there to organise
more camps, it was learnt.

TVE STATESMAN

The district administration
organised a medical camp at
Kalaiboni in Salboni on Friday
where about 300 villagers, mostly
women, were treated by five
medical officers and specialists.

Over the past seven months, 14
Such camps were organised in the
remote areas of Belpahari where
more than 10,000 residents,
mostly tribals, were treated.

The people of Lalgar, Jambo-
ni, Goaltore, Salboni blocks will
also be dispensed medical servi-
ces by mobile health units in re-
gular interval, Mr MV Rao, the
DM, said.

Food processing unit: In a bid to
engage the unemployed youth of
Garbeta 1 block, the Paschiman-
chal Unnayan Parishad has
allotted Rs 5 lakh as special fund
to a four-member group to set up
a food processing unit at Am-
lagore, the DM, Mr MV Rao said.

Earlier, the members were
given management training as
how to run the unit.

At Changsole in Salboni, the
Hyderabad-based Visakha Indus-
tries, will set up their Rs 20 crore
-asbestos project. The work will
start from 14 August. It will
produce about 80,000 tons ce-
ment-asbestos sheets every year.
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Bardhan calls for Central rule

Fa @ in Gularat not J&K

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, JULY 21, The Commu-
nist Party of India today op-
posed the “move” for
imposition of Governor’s rule in
Jammu and Kashmir and
claimed that it was Gujarat
which should be brought under
Central rule in order to ensure
free and fair elections. The party
also termed the trifurcation de-
mand of the Rashtriya Swayam-

sevak Sangh as a “divisive and
dangerous slogan”.

At the end of the two-day
conference of Kashmir Council,
the CPI general secretary, A.B.
Bardhan, told a press confer-
ence that imposition of Gover-
nor’s rule would have sinister
implications in so far as Kash-
mir was concerned. “We do not
think it is necessary. There are
methods by which the Election
Commission can ensure free
and fair elections in the State,”
he said adding that “again and
again Article 356 interfered with
the democratic process”. Also,
elections should not be de-
ferred. “No such step should be
taken to vitiate the atmo-
sphere”. He appealed to all po-
litical parties, including the
Hurriyat, to join the democratic
process.

On whether elections in Guj-
arat should be held under Cen-
tral tule, he said: “yes, I do feel
so”. The same Government,
which carried out communal

THE HIND - z

carnage by conniving with the
rioters, is holding elections,
which is not fair, he said.

“Chauvinism, communalism
and Hindutva is not supposed
to ensure free and fair elections
in Gujarat.”

Vociferously supporting the
demand for autonomy for Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Mr. Bardhan
said the relationship between
that State and the Indian union
was not the same as with And-
hra Pradesh and Madhya Pra-
desh.

It has a special status and it
acceded to India on some basis
rejecting the “two-nation theo-

Successive Governments in

" INew Delhi had never honoured
Article 370, which caused the
further alienation of the people |
{n the State. [

It might not be possible to go
back to pre-1953 status but a
dialogue was needed with the
political parties in Kashmir.

Organisations such as the
RSS were indirectly pursuing
the Pakistani agenda by de-
manding a trifurcation of the
State and “this is a dangerous
move and more dangerous is
the double-speak of the BJP
which has the RSS at its top and
also rejects the demand”.

Flanked by Shameem Faize
and AR. Tukroo, MLC, Mr.
Bardhan said the promises
made by the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, had not been
carried out fully.

India should keep in mind
that “we have to fight the battle
against terrorism on our own’.

For 20 years, we have been
doing it and no one has come to
support us.”

However, he praised the role
of the international community
in its efforts to de-escalate ten-
sion between India and Pakis-
tan.

Mr. Bardhan said it was time
for downsizing the troops on
the borders as the people, par-
ticularly farmers, were suffering
in those areas. The conference J
re-elected Mr. Tukroo as State
secretary of Kashmir Council for !
another term.
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" CPI(M) demands President’s
w-v ¢ rule in Gujarat

CENTRAL COMMITTEE p;
24-26 MAY 2002,

By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, MAY 24. The CPI (M)
has demanded the dismissal of
the Gujarat Government and
imposition of President’s rule in
the State. The demand was
made by the party’s Politburo
on Thursday and the Central
Committee endorsed it at a
meeting here today.

The CPI (M) has all along op-
posed the use of Article 356 to
dismiss elected governments.
But the Gujarat Government
has “set itself against the Con-
stitution” and no other State
Government has acted with im-
punity ‘“‘supporting those who
conducted pogroms against the
minorities”, according to a
press release by the Central
Committee.

Prakash Karat, Politburo
member, told presspersons that
so far the CPI (M) and other Op-
position parties had, so far,
been demanding the removal of
Narendra Modi from the Chief
Minister’s post. The Gujarat
Government continued to “bra-
zenly violate the Constitution
and was working in an anti-sec-
ular fashion”. The . violence
against minorities also
continued.

The party planned to spend
Rs. 1 crore on rehabilitation of
the people affected by the Guj-
arat riots. Mr. Karat said the
party had collected money from
various States for the rehabilita-
tion work.

He said the Committee dis-
cussed the situation at the party
congress held in Hyderabad in

! March. The two-month period

had seen continuing violence
against the minority communi-
ty, and thestoll had risen far

The CPI (M) general secretary, Harkishen Singh Surjeet, and

senior leader, Sitaram Yechuri, at the Central Committee -
meeting in Bangalore on Friday. — Photo : T.L. Prabhakar

above official estimates. Over
one lakh people living in relief
camps had not received ade-
quate relief.

The meeting decided to con-
duct an intensive campaign on
the danger to national unity and
communal amity.

The Committee had decided
to call upon all democratic and
secular forces to unite and con-
duct a peaceful campaign to
mobilise all sections of people
against the threat posed by the
Gujarat events. The Politburo
had been authorised to take
steps to build such a broad-
based movement.

The Committee strongly op-
posed the military collaboration
of the country with the U.S. The
recent joint exercise between
the special forces of the U.S.
and the Indian paratroopers at
Agra marked a new stage in mil-
itary cooperation. There were
reports that the next joint exer-
cise would be conducted in the
North-East.

The U.S., with its close mil-
itary and strategic ties with Pa-.
kistan, was unwilling to
pressure the Musharraf regime
to check the extremist, funda-
mentalist forces operating in-
Jammu and Kashmir. .

By committing India to be a
willing collaborator to advance’
the U.S. strategic interests in the’
region, the Vajpayee Governs
ment had “put the country in a
subordinate position where its.
strategic and security interests.
were ignored and disregarded”.

It called upon democratic
and patriotic sections to realise
the danger of such a military
collaboration. .

On the continued acts of ag-
gression by the Israeli Govern-’
ment against the Palestinians,
the committee decided to mo-
bilise public opinion in support
of the latter. It criticised the Vaj-
payee Government for refusing
to condemn the Israeli acti

The meeting wil
tomorrow.
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‘CPM to seek
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FROM TAMAL SENGUPTA
AND G.S. RADHAKRISHNA

(¢

Hyderabad, March 21: The
CPM will not form any alliance
with the Congress but is not
averse to seeking the help of the
“main Opposition party with a
mass base” in its attempt to dis-
lodge the BJP.

A day after the party revealed
its divisions vis-a-vis its Con-
gress position, itsleaders tried to
maintain ‘a balance between
avowed anti-Congressism and
the need of the hour during the
discussions on the draft political
resolution at the ongoing party
congress.

CPM politburo member Pra-
kash Karat today said the party
would seek Congress help to
defeat the BJP-led government
during the joint session of the

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,

meeting to vote on the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Ordinance on
March 26.

“We expect the Congress to
support us in opposing the BJP
attempts to gain approval for
the controversial Ordinance,”
-Karat said.

! “As our only aim is to keep

the BJP away from power, it will
not be wrong to expect support
from the Congress,” he
reasoned.

Karat’s views were shared by
Sitaram Yechuri, another polit-
buro member, who did not rule
out exploiting the Congress’s
strength in trying to dislodge
the BJP, though the next Lok
Sabha polls were still some time
away.

“There is no doubt that Con- -

gress has managed to keep
its mass base intact and is the

Cong help,
ot hand

a:b Opposition party in the
L&k Sabha,” Yechuri said.
owever, according to
Yechuri, the Congress is, direct-
ly or indirectly, encouraging co-
mmunal forces. “This, we feel, is
equally dangerous,” he said, add-
ing that the CPM would not go in
for any electoral alliance with
the Congress. But even he could
not vouch that the party would
never seek Congress support.

Despite admitting his party’s
inability to combat the BJP at
the national level, Yechuri made
it clear that,its only aim was to
form a third alternative to both
the Congress and the BJP.

“People in our country have
no choice but to cast their votes
either for the Congress or the
BJP,” he said. “We want to offer
the people of India a third alter-
native to enable them to exercise
their franchise in the right direc-
tion,” Yechuri said, supporting
his theory with the Uttar
Pradesh poll results, which
showed that people are “really
seeking an alternative to both
the BJP and the Congress”.

It would be the CPM and the
Left parties that would lead the
third front, bringing the secular
and democratic forces under one
umbrella, Karat and Yechuri
added.

The CPM expressed its dis-
pleasure over the Telugu Desam
Party’s stand on the BJP, “The
Desam will have to tell the people
clearly with whom they want to
ally. We are not saying itisa com-
munal party but it is providing
support to the communal BJP”
they said. The CPM has no plans
of including the Desam in the
third front until it snapped ties
with the BJP, they added.
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CPM axes

Ganashakti
o el R
&x‘&iwédlt()l’q)? X

BY A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Feb. 25: Acknowledg-
ing chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s criticism of
Ganashakti, the CPM today an-
nounced major changes in the
party mouthpiece.

Asreported by The Telegraph
today, Ganashakti editor Dipen
Ghosh was replaced with a rela-
tively lightweight party func-

tionary, Narayan Dutta, also a

state committee member.

Among other notable ap-
pointments to:the newspaper
were those of Abhik Dutta and
Atanu Saha whohave been given
high posts.

The changes were an-
nounced by CPM politburo mem-
ber and Left Front chairman
Biman Bose at the end of the
four-day state party conference.
“We made the changes unani-
mously,” Bose said.

The.changes were made fol-
lowing Bhattacharjee’s expres-
sion of resentment over some re-
ports published in the paper re-
garding madarsas a fortnight
ago. -

The party mouthpiece had
carried at least three articles,
j acharjee as saying
ised madar-
e engaged in
‘tiv:,_ities and
t would initi-
irtst them.
charjee and
the rty had to deny the
Ganashakti reports following a
Muslim backlash against the
chief minister’s controversial

ate st nactm g

é‘_*
-
-

Bhattachmee o T

-

statements. This is the first time
that the CPM has had to contest
reports published in its mouth-
piece. “Is Ganashakti our party
paper or a bourgeois publica-
tion?” Bhattacharjee had asked
at a recent state committee meet-
ng. .
A section of the ‘party-
leadership had defended Ghosh
initially.-

Howeveg it read the over-
whelming mood and perguadgd”
Ghosh to relinquish the¢ post.
Ghosh, known for hisclosg prox- -
imity to state CPM sedrota}'y
Anil Biswas, will now be a mem-
ber of the state secretariat.

; /
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CPI(M) to back Buddhadeb’s '

w-12-—economic poli

)

By Our Special
Correspondent

KOLKATA, FEB. 24. The CPK(
today decided to extend fifll-
fledged support to the Chief
Minister, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, to allow him
to formulate policy initiatives
in view of the sweeping
changes taking place in the
world economy.

Sensing that some of the
future policy announcements
might be interpreted by
certain quarters as a u-turn
on the professed policies of
the CPI(M)-led ruling left
coalition, the party leadership
assured the ongoing State
party conference that the
Bhattacharjee Government’s
policies would be formulated
in tune with globalisation,
provided they protect the
interests of the common
man.

The conference is currently
discussing the need for re-
inventing itself against the
backdrop of globalisation and
the inter-locked issues of
disinvestment, private capital
and the impact of
liberalisation.

Placing a document

entitled, "Left Front
Government and its tasks
ahead,” the State Industry
Minister, Nirupam Sen, told
the conference on Saturday
that the world is undergoing
drastic changes and the front
Government would have to
keep pace with those
changes.”

Mr. Sen is believed to have
indicated that the
Bhattacharjee Government
might have to introduce
certain economic policies in
the coming days which
perhaps would appear to
many as ‘harsh”.

But, the policies,
apparently tough, would be
necessary to get out of the
financial jam the State
Government was currently in,
thanks to the Centre’s
economic policies which were
impacting adversely the
agricultural sector ,
employment generation and,
above all, the State’s finance,
Mr. Sen explained.

Elaborating, he said that
the Centre had virtually
stopped recruitment under its
liberalisation policy but the
State had not followed in the

Centre’s footsteps.

gies,

However, there was need i
for restraint with regard to \
recruitment.” It’s not as if
:allocations should remain
unutilised especially at times
of financial distress. What
has to be spent has to be
done in a judicious manner
so that the common man is
benefited. This is where de-
centralisation takes a new
meaning and we will let
finances percolate to the
lowest levels” at the
panchayat and the local
bodies.”

Mr. Sen emphasised that
the proposed policies would
not really mark a sea change,
but would only mean
implementation of the
policies already announced in
the past. Citing the instance
of state public sector
undertakings (PSUs), he
mentioned that the
Government had been
pursuing a policy of making
the sick units turnaround.

‘It's not feasible to carry
on with sick PSUs without
everl trying to make them
profitable. It's our intent to
bring capital, private or
through joint ventures to

revive the units.” /
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(Continuéd m page 1)

bilateral discuksions with
the LF partnerd”.

The state secretary’s rep-
ort highlighted the dangers

. of majority and minority
\‘ fundamentalist forces and
, extremist groups such as
! the People’s War Group and

i Kamtapuri Liberation Org-

anisation. “The state is not

! free from the dangers of

terrorism which has no

i geographical, religious or
' racial identity. Nor does it

believe in class struggle or
contradictions,” it stated.
Mr Nirupam Sen, minister
for industries, placed during
the day the document on
“Left Front government and
our tasks” the discussion on
which will begin tomorrow.
The document urged the
party to be united in its sup-
port to the policies the state

, government. is going to

implement to improve its
performance.

The new government, un-
der Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee, has pledged to offer
a more dynamic, effective
and sensitive administration

i to the people for which the

party may have to shed
some of 1its doctrinaire
approach.

Already, the state gover-
nment has met with some
resistance from party hard-

! liners on some key issues.

Mr Sen’s document is appa-
rently an attempt to carry
the party with the

. | government in its effort to

|
|

. deliver and refurbish its

image that received a
beating during the 24-year
rule.

So far, 14 delegates have

| spoken on the political-or-

|

ganisational report.
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/ﬁwestment document on agenda today.

BY TAMAL SENGUPTA

Calcutta, Feb. 23: A day after
committing itself to chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee’s “aggressive” pur-
suit of private capital, the
CPM today signalled a move
to roll back the challenge
from party hardliners and
create space for the govern-
ment to launch a disinvest-
ment programme in Bengal.

On the second day of the
party’s 20th state conference,
the CPM placed a statement of
intent about the contentious
and inter-locked issues of disin-
vestment, private capital and
the impact of globalisation. The
party picked industry minister
Nirupam Sen — a favourite of
the hardliners — for the job.

The document is expected to
raise a storm when it is taken up
for discussion tomorrow. To si-
lence detractors, the document
says, unlike the BJP, the state
government would put in place a
“safety net” before closing down
or selling off sick units.

“What is going to happen in

of Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s
government,” said & party offi-
cial. “It is something remarkable
because never before has a state

this conference is empowerment

conference been asked to formu-
late decisions in the context of
sweeping changes in the global
economy, politics and technolo-
gy. The leadership realises that
this empowerment is necessary
if we want to continue as the
Front for some more time.”

Laying the roadmap for
change, Sen said: “We would like
all PSUs owned by the state gov-
ernment to do well on their own,
but we should also be prepared
to take practical decisions about
the sick ones if they are beyond
redemption.”

“We may have to close them
down and use their infrastruc-
ture and labour elsewhere. In the
present economic situation, we
cannot go on nursing this partic-
ular category,” he added.

Sick PSUs will be clubbed
into two categories: loss-making
but salvageable, and loss-mak-
ing and beyond redemption. “If
necessary, we will have to consid-
er a joint initiative of the state
and the private sector to run
some of these PSUs.”

“Because of globalisation,
the Left Front government is
finding it difficult to work like
before for the pocrer sections of
society. The changed circum-
stances are forcing us to allow
the entry of private capital into

B}lddha selloff
“plan testfired

our state. Wooing private capital
is now the order of the day. All
states are doing it, we cannot be
seen to be lagging on this count,”
Sen said. ‘
Though a section in the CPM
is likely to find the sweeping re-
forms unpalatable, state secre-"
tary Anil Biswas had said yester-
day the delegates were expected
to support the party’s move to
back the government’s initia
tives on the economic front.
Sen, during his one-and-a-
half-hour presentation, also pro-.
posed an appreciable reduction
in government expenditure, es-
pecially on account of m1n1sters
and bureaucrats. .
“More stress will be g1ven to;
the cooperative movement and’

. we will try hard to utilise the-

banking facilities to mobilise’ -
money for the benefit of tha i
poorer sections,” Sen said.

Today’s session also touched

‘on corruption in the CPM ranks.

“We believe we will not be able to
remove corruption from the
organisation by only taking
penal action against a handful of
party leaders. We have to incul-
cate among them party disci-
pline and Marxist ideology,”
Biswas told reporters. Six of res-
olutions was moved during the
day by the delegates.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Feb. 23. — The
CPI-M is, for the moment,
not resorting to any purge
of corrupt elements since
that is not the only solution,
the party’s state secretary,
Mr Anil Biswas, told the
state conference today.

The more effective way to
deal with what he called the
“crisis in the party” is to
ideologically reorient the
members. “No Communist
party in the world is
immune to corruption and
our party is no exception.”

Corruption and immorali-
ty among a section of party-
men and functionaries, fac-
tionalism and sycophancy
featured prominently today
in the debate on the
political-organisational
report. )

Mr Biswas, who had
placed the report yesterday,
urged delegates to make an
all-out effort to root out the

" Purge in CPM
swput on hold

vices that have gripped a
section of partymen.

“These vices are not dis-
trict-specific and the party
has to fight thein wherever
they exist,” Mr Biswas said
in reply to a question on
whether the delegates had
identified any particular dis-
trict unit to have been se-
verely affected by corruption.

The political-organisation-
al report urged the state
government to “improve its
administrative efficiency,
despite its increasing
limitations”.

It outlined the challenges
before the state government-
in the wake of the “on-
slaught of the globalisation
policy”. Mr Biswas, in his
report, stressed the need for
“strengthening Left Front
unity and holding Left
Front committee meetings
more regularly apart from
continuing

N See CPM: page 10
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POLL PROJECTIONS / ROUT FALLOUT

BJP may revive temple

\ ,
0 issugysays CPI(M)
By Our Special :J%rresp ndent were alarmed at the devel;-———

KOLKATA, FEB. 22. The Co
st Party of India (Marxist)
that the BJP — which it feels is
facing a “rout” in the Uttar Pra-
desh elections — would revive
the demand for construction of
a Ram temple in Ayodhya.

The CPI(M) general secretary,
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said
here today that if the recent poll
projections were anything to go
by, the Bharatiya Janata Party
would be defeated in U.P.
“Then, it (BJP) would concen-
trate on reviving its earlier de-
mand for a Ram temple in
Ayodhya.”

Inaugurating the CPI(M)’s
20th State conference here, Mr.
Surjeet said that communists

Harkishen Singh Surjeet and Jyoti Basu hoist the

ments that were taking place in
Ayodhya with the ‘sants’ assem-
bling there at the call of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP).

The CPI(M) leadership said
the BJP had a ‘“covert under-
standing with the VHP” on the
temple issue as became evident
from the way the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, urged
the VHP to wait till 2004 to im-
plement its agenda. “The Prime
Minister had asked the VHP to
wait till 2004 so that his party
can run the Government for an-
other two years,” Mr. Surjeet
said.

Sensing dangers arising out of
the VHP’s attempts to build a
Ram temple in the disputed site

party flag, at the 20th State conference of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist), in Kolkata
on Friday. — Photo: Sushanta Patronobish

in Ayodhya, the CPI(M) politbu-
ro had discussed the issue on
Thursday and decided to resist
the move. The party, along with
the country’s secular forces, will
organise a string of rallies and
protest demonstrations in the
coming days.

“We must put up an orga-
nised resistance to foil the at-
tempts of those who are trying
to strike at secularism,” Mr.
Surjeet said. Among those who
were present at the conference
were the veteran leader, Jyoti
Basu, the West Bengal Chief
Minister, Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee, Prakash Karat and Sit-
aram Yechur, both politburo
members, the State party secre-
tary, Anil Biswas, the Left Front
chairman, Biman Bose, and a
host of other front- ranking
leaders.

In the course of his hour-long
speech, Mr. Surjeet dwelt on is-
sues such as the international
communist movement, the col-
lapse of socialism in Russia and
the rise of America as the sole
superpower.

The collapse of the Soviet
Union had given rise to a un-
ipolar world where America
dominated. None of the existing
socialist countries was in a posi-
tion to face the U.S. “China,
Russia and India should come
together to form a formidable
force against the U.S.”

He said there was no move
from the India Government’s
side to forge a united front with
China and Russia against Amer-
ica. “The Indian Government
has no mind of its own. It is al-
ways trying to please the Bush
administration,” he alleged.

He criticised the ‘Vajpayee
Government for its policies
which, he said, were “ruining
the country’s economy”. This
apart, the Government was hur-
riedly selling off the profitable
public sector units, changing la-
bour laws that were etrimental
to the workers’ interests and
“saffronising” education.

He alleged that the BJP Gov-
emment had “surpassed” the
earlier ones with regard to cor-
ruption. The Tehelka tapes had
shown the BJP president ac-
cepting bribe. “The party (BJP)
was forced to remove its presi-
dent from office on charges of
corruption.” !

~
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Nirupam Sen declare

BY A STAFF REPORTE!

Calcutta, Feb. 22: If Maharash-
tra can, so can communist
Bengal. .

Suitor Bengal is ready at
last to roll up its sleeves and
slug it out with other states to
win the hearts of investors.
This means a raft of incen-
tives, rebates, concessions —
the whole works.

“Private investors will not
set up their units in our state if
there is no room for profit.
Naturally, they will set up their
units in those states where
they will get maximum bene-
fit,” said industry minister
Nirupam Sen, acknowledging a
fact that everyone knew but

OLD ORDER CHANGETH: Basu with Surjeet at the meet.

few in the CPM were bold
enough to admit.

“We (the government) are
just not in a position to stop
globalisation from influencing
(economic, political and socie-
tal) life in Bengal. Yes, we may
try, but weé must remember all
the other Indian states are ac-
tively chasing private capital.
If we do not compete with
these states, we will have to
suffer economically,” the min-
ister told a seminar on the
Impact of Globalisation in
Bengal.

The seminar was organised
as part of the CPM’s twentieth
state conference.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 p
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If such plainspeak from a CPM
ideologue was not enough to le-
ave the hardliners red in the
face, then more was to follow.
The state, Sen said, would no
longer be in the business of set-
ting up new units because nei-
ther did it have the resources nor
the desire to do so. Haldia Petro-
chemicals was its last venture —
and the experience was not par-
ticularly encouraging. Nor, said
Sen, would Bengal oppose the
Centre’s move to close down sick
public sector undertakings.

“Our powers are very limit-
ed. What can we do to prevent the
Centre from closing down PSUs
in our state? We can only request
them not to shut down these uni-
ts. Why, we don’t have that kind
of money to support them. Look
at Indian Iron and Steel Compa-
ny.... We sacrificed, at the behest
of the Centre, Rs 350 crore for the
interests of thousands of work-
ers in the factory... We cannot
take over sick PSUs, we are al-
ready in a severe debt trap.”

But to soften the blow and
keep the red flag flying, Sen said
the government accepted on pri-
nciple the premise that privati-
sation has brought in its wake
miseries for workers. But the
ground realities precluded the
state from opposing the closure
of PSUs or taking over the same
units at huge prices, he said.

Sen’s observations will be a
blow to the lobbies that are try-
ing to build up a movement, with
support from the government,
for the takeover of Jessop, the
state-owned engineering firm to
be sold to a private party soon.

“We did not come to power
saying we would shun private
capital and establish socialism
in Kerala, Tripura and Bengal....

We clearly told the people that ,

we have to run our governments
within the existing capitalist
system in the country,” Sen
added. “But our aim will be to
provide maximum opportuni-

ties to the working class#ithin
the existing set-up.”

e, TELEGRAPY
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Pl(ushed toa corner

/

Y Q\R‘A Buddhadev stands vindicated ‘7 \

t is to Buddhadev Bhattacharya’s credit that in spite of sis-
tent pressures from within his own party, he had the courage
to meet the Union home minister, in his official capacity,
ring the stay in the capital. The occasion was a meeting of th
Politburo of which the chief minister is a member. If he took
ime off from a party conference to exchange ideas with LK
Adbvani, it was because he felt quite rightly that matters that
concern the nation take precedence over the party. We are re-
duced to compliment the chief minister on what any res-
ponsible person in his position would do without thinking and
this is a reflection on Buddhadev’s predecessor who still struts
about the stage where he has no business to be. It is also a heal-
 thy departure from cynical positions taken by other party
\ colleagues. Aftab Ansari’s deportation was a vindication of the
position Buddhadev has been taking. And all Marxists in good
conscience should have stood solidly behind him. Instead Sita-
~ ram Yechuri makes no attempt to amend his statement that the
| Ministry of Home Affairs should not rush to the conclusion
that the ISI were behind the attack on the American Center.
And Surjeet persists with the hypocrisy that the CPI-M has ge-
nerally displayed on such occasions by suggesting that the Poli-
tiburo discussed everything except the obvious subject — the
problem of unregistered madrasas funded from overseas and
the fears, now real, that the underworld in the state have links
with the ISI. In other words, the chief minister is a lonely man
these days but he is right. The party can do worse than stand
behind him in this hour of crisis. On the contrary, everything is
being done to compel him to retract from the position that
there a few things wrong with the madrasas which need to be
rectified. The party has surrendered to political convenience at
the cost of national interests and despite clinching evidence
staring them in the face. This takes nothing away from Buddha-
dev’s bold attempt to rise above party interests and see the
problem for what it is — largely the Left Front’s own creation.
While Jyoti Basu’s only reason for his irresponsible behavi-
our is to embarrass his successor, he must eat his words over his
strong denial of any ISI links in West Bengal. But the man is
beyond redemption. If the crisis has now assumed more dange-
rous proportions, the country is entitled to expect that the
CPI-M will view this as a social and national threat and provide
Buddhadev moral and material support to cope with a poten-
tially explosive situation. Buddhadew has followed his consci-
ence in the past in what was seen as a virtual revolt. This time,

again, he is being pushed to a corner. ,
Hang ipthere, Chief Minister! /
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HT Correspondent C , B111 in theA mbly session

Kolkata, February 13

WATER RESOURCES Inves-
tigation Minister Nanda-
gopal Bhattacharya of the
CPI today fired another sal-
vo at Chief Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee on
the introduction of the Pre-
vention of Organised Crime
Bill at the budget session of
the Assembly.

Chief Minister told re-
porters at the Writers’
Buildings yesterday that he
was hopeful of tabling the

beginning on ¥ebruary 27.
Bhattacharjee had ruled out
any possibility of holding
an all-party meeting on it
before its introduction.
Expressing strong resent-
ment against Bhattachar-
Jjee’s remarks, Nandagopal
has contended that the Bill
and all the provisions con-
tained in it need to be dis-
cussed threadbare first with
the Left Front partners and
with the Cabinet. It is only

- after a consensus is reached

that such a Bill could be

brought forward for discus-
sion and approval by the
State Legislature, he said.

Reminded that the Bill
has already been approved
by the Cabinet at its meeting
on December 6, 2001, Bhat-
tacharya reiterated that he
had duly conveyed his par-
ty’s opposition to Poca at
this meeting.

While both Bhattacharya
and his party colleague,
Minister of State for Civil
Defence Srikumar Mukher-
jee, recorded their disap-
proval, all the other 26 mem-

bers of the Cabinet present
at that meeting gave their
ned to it.

Refusing to budge from
his party’s position, the CPI
minister asserted that if
Poto failed to prevent the
dastardly attack on Parlia-
ment on December 13, 2001,
why should we delude our-
selves in believing that Poca
would be the right answer to
effectively deal with organ-
ised crime and terrorist at-
tacks.

Even the attack on the
American Center on Janu-

s o Poca debate

ary 22 was no justification
for promulgation of Poca,
he stated.

To bolster his point, Bhat-
tacharya referred to the
Chief Minister’s statement
to the press on January 22 to
the effect that “no parallel
should be drawn between
the necessity for Poca and
the terrorist attack on the
American Center.”

“I would have certainly
mtroduced Poca even if the

clarified.
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afle talks with PWG’ o

HYDERABAD, Feb. 12. - The
all-party meeting convened by
Mr N Chandrababu Naidu was
today unanimous that the govern-
ment take up the PWG’s offer for
talks. The government said it will
work out draft modalities and
necessary details in 10 days.

The TDP government, ex-
pressing its willingness for talks,
sought political parties’ opinion.
They said it was a welcome move
on the PWG’s part, but asked
the government to spell out
clearly how it proposes to go
about the exercise and also as-
sess the possible repercussions.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet too

discussed the matter before the
all-party meeting. Mr Naidu said
the offer ought to be accepted,
but the question of whom to talk
to, on what basis, where and the
agenda involved need to be
thrashed out. Ministerial sources
said they were briefed about the
police point of view. The Cabinet
was told the initiative and the ex-
ercise has to be political in na-
ture. It wasn’t fair for the home
secretary or the DGP to be part
of the process, police said.

The Cabinet was also briefed
about the risks involved. One
can expect the Naxalites to use
this period by consolidating
themselves by going in for fresh

recruitments. /
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~AYODHYA / READY TO FACE BULLETS: GIRIRAJ KlSHORE

By Our Special Correspondent

COIMBATORE, FEB. 12. Even as the CPI(M) politburo
member, Prakash Karat, today demanded that
the Government should not allow the shifting of
Ram temple construction materials to the “land
in its custody” in Ayodhya, the senior national
vice-president of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP), Giriraj Kishore, announced that his orga-
nisation was ready to face “even bullets if Gov-
emment prefers to impose a ban on activities” (
to accomplish its mission of building the Ram
temple).

Mr. Karat, who was here in connection with the
17th State Conference of the party, apprehended
that the transport of materials to Ayodhya,“in
gross violation of law and court order”, would
lead to “serious provocation’.

He alleged that the RSS-BJP-VHP were ‘‘work-
ing to a plan”. He wondered why the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, was saying time and
again that the temple issue was not on the “NDA
agenda” but “why doesn’t he say it is not on the
country’s agenda?”’

“We want the Government to stay out of the
issue and let the title (of the disputed land) be
decided by the court.”

Mr. Karat said the current situation could not
be likened to that of 1990-91 and hence, by play-
ing the communal card, the BJP would not be
able to reap electoral dividends. It was headed for
defeat in the Assembly elections which would be
a defeat of its policies including that of Ayodhya.
Besides, there was a ‘“‘counter secular mobilisa-
tion”” now which would defeat its “nefarious’” de-
signs.

If the same trend were to continue, his party, in
consultation with other ‘“national and secular
parties”, would launch a “joint movement
against this".

Mr. Karat said the talk of “unification” of the
Communist parties — the CPI(M) and the CPI —
was “premature”. There was some such talk in
the CPI. However, it was only “left unity” as far as

VHP move will be a serious |
provocation: CPI(M) N;\b\\/

the CPI(M) was concerned. “Let us strengthen
left unity first which might lead to deeper unity.”

Pejavar swamiji calls
for restraint

By Our Staff Correspondent

Raichur, FEB. 12. The senior swamiji of the Pejavar
Math in Udupi, Sri Vishwesha Teertha, who is a
member of the Ram Janmabhoomi Trust and also
of the Advisory Committee to the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, has appealed to the ‘sants’ not to hurry
construction of the Ram temple in Ayodhya and
wait for some time as the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, has promised to address the is-
sue after the Assembly election in Uttar Pradesh.

Addressing a press conference here on Tues-
day, he said that Mr. Vajpayee had told a ‘sants’
delegation recently that he was not in a position
to hand over the undisputed land to the trust as
his party had no majority in the National Demo-
cratic Alliance to take any unilateral decision.

The swamiji quoted the Prime Minister as say-
ing that he was ready to resign than hand over the
undisputed land to the trust. But Mr. Vajpayee
agreed to pursue the suggestions made by him
(the swamiji) while solving the Ayodhya row, the
swamiji said.

The swamiji said that he had asked Mr. Vaj-
payee to expedite the disputed matter pending in
the apex court and consult the Law Ministry on
the possibility of giving some portion of the un-
disputed land in Ayodhya to the ‘sants’.

The Prime Minister had agreed to these sug-
gestions and promised to address the issue after
the election. At the same time, Mr. Vajpayee had
sought an opinion from the Law Minister, the
swamiji said.

He said except the ‘sants’ and Paramhans Ra- '

machandra Das, chairman of the Trust, the lead-
ers of the VHP and the RSS had agreed to his
suggestions and the views of the Prime Minister/
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‘/I(eligious touch to meet raises hackles

BY A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Feb. 11: For the
Bengal chief minister, it was
a barely-audible adaab, acco-
mpanied by a more visible
raising of the half-open palm
to a corner of the forehead
when presented with the
bouquet. For the state’s rul-
ing Left Front chairman, it
was a sglaam at the beginni-
ng and an adaab at the end of
a speech that read more like
an ode to Saddam Hussein.

Everything seemingly went
according to the script this mor-
ning as chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee and
Front head Biman Bose em-
barked on an effort to tidy some
ruffled feathers within the mi-
nority community at the open
session of the West Bengal
Madarsa Shikshak Samiti’s an-
nual conference. But, within a
few hours of the event, a part
that was in the original script
but was overlooked by everyone
threatened to spoil the mood at
the CPM headquarters.

The news that the gathering
addressed by Bhattacharjee,
Bose and three of the four
CPM ministers from the commu-
nity (Md Salim, Md Amin and
Anisur Rahman) began with a
reading from the Quran stirred
up a controversy within the
CPM with a section of the party
saying that* senior leaders
should not have spoken at a meet
that started with readings froma
religious text.

The fact that state primary
and secondary education minis-
ter Kanti Biswas stayed away
after he was heckled at a similar
function last year, for protesting
against the Quran-reading part,
| highlighted the fractious mood

Buddha at the meet

within the party. The prevaiiing

sentiment was that the party,
which protested against rendi-
tions of the Saraswati Vandana
at functions, should have been
more careful when it came to
Quran readings.

Despite the bitterness caused
by the fresh controversy, nothing
was left to chance in the damage-
control exercise aimed at sooth-
ing the frayed nerves of the com-
munity. There were promises of
more financial grant to madar-
sas, there were promises to give
government affiliation to more
madarsas, there were promises
to instal computers in religion-
teaching schools, and vows to
protect the community “at the
cost of everything” and some
America-bashing for its “atroci-
ties” in Afghanistan. But the au-
dience response indicated that
tempers would take some more
time —and, probably, some more
sops — to cool down.

The chief minister had creat-

CM walks into
fresh dis
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pute

ed a contxoversy with his state:
ments thdt some unauthorised
madarsasthad become a refugé
for anti-national elements. <

Although leaders of the
largely pro-CPM association re;
peatedly sought to remind the
audience of the Left’s contribwg
tion to madarsa education, thé
beneficiaries remained unims
pressed. “We came to hear Bue
dhababu apologise for linking §
section of madarsas with terrors
ismor clarify he did not say what
was reported in the media,” g
senior functionary said. ¢

Instead, interspersed bet:
ween the promises, they heard
Bhattacharjee reminding them
of the need to change their
“mental make-up” to help the
government modernise madar;
sas. They éven heard state ani-
mal resources development min-
ister Rahman concede that a sec;
tion of madarsas.did get “money
from elsewhere”.

The shadow of the “contro
versial statements” loomed lar-
ge on everyone, right from the
master- of -ceremony — who told
thea ce that the day te.pro- .
vethelr “patriotism and discip-
line” had arrived — to those who
addressed them. And, in a repeat
of last week’s Front meet where
he was pushed into a corner and
forced to blame the media for
“creating a controversy where
there was none”, Bhattacharjee
was again left to fend for himself.

Rahman said he would leave
it to his boss to clarify matters.
Bose, despite accusing some
journalists of not knowing the
“meaning of madarsa” when
they “created the controversy”,
also left the stage to Bhattachar-
jee. Salim chose not to say any-
thing at all.

B See Pages6and 9
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HT Correspondent
Kolkata, February 10

CONCEDING THAT the Gov-
ernment doesn’t have a ready
record of unlisted institutions,
Left Front leaders — after
swearing their lungs out at Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee for his
statements on madrasas — have
okayed his move to keep tab on
all unlisted education institu-
tions.

The decision forms a part of
the joint appeal the Left Front
issued today to clarify its stand
on madrasa education. The Gov-
ernment will first make a sur-
vey of all religious institutions
as also those that claim to have
affiliation from the Delhi Board.

A

Left Front partners also urged /xtaken note of

the Chief Minister to formulate
some norms for institutions
that have mushroomed in the
State without the Government’s
recognition.

The reason, as CPI(M) MP
Moinul Hasan puts it in
Ganashakti: “There is no deny-
ing that the Constitution pro-
vides minorities the right to es-
tablish their own institutions,
but they should conform to pub-
lic order, morality and health as
specified in the Constitution.”
He argues that the State needs
to take stock of all such institu-
tions in the interest of national
security.

Possibly for the first time, the
CPI(M) Central Committee has

“ \/
LF nod for tab on madrasas

ifority funda-
mentalism in the country and
its links with similar forces in
Pakistan and Bangladesh. The
party’s Kolkata unit will take to
the streets on Tuesday to cam-
paign against the new trend.

“Fundamentalist forces are
trying to tamper history and in-
fluence the curricula to push
through the communal agenda.
The RSS has been doing it for
long as is evident from its bid to
set up the Ram Mandir without
waiting for the Supreme Court
verdict. Muslim fundamental-
ists aided by the ISI are running
a parallel campaign,” CPI(M)
State Committee member Rabin
Deb said.

The issue of madrasas and

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjes

fundamentalism also figures in
the seminars the party plans at
Moulali Yuva Kendra during
the CPI(M) State Conference
from March 22 to 25. While
Hasan will speak on the subject,
the party has invited eminent
historian K M Panikkar to
speak on the saffron agenda.
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/TP talks of

communist
unity again

| By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 3. The Commu-
nist Party of India has once
again stressed the need for uni-
ty between the party and the
CPI(M) while regretting that the
latter did not share the urgency
for such a move, considering
the challenges and opportuni-

ties. 1/
st(ini-

“The issue of comm
ty has acquired an urgenty and
new content in the cdming
days. It is well-known that the
two communist parties arg the
core as well as the base of the
Left Front. But should the two
parties mark time at that point,
looking to the tremendous chal-
lenges that communists face to-
day? They are the target of
reaction. The cultural and edu-
cation thrust and the ideolog-
ical offensive of the BJP are
directed against the communi-
sts... Therefore, we cannot stop
at Left unity. Left unity is not a
substitute for cornmunist unity
or the need to strengthen the
Indian communist movement.
Communist unity to begin with,
has to be between the CPI and
the CPI(M)"”’, the CPI notes in its
draft Political resolution for the
18th party Congress scheduled
to be held at Thiruvananthap-
uram, between March 26 to 31.

The CPI said that as long as
there were two parties, with ex-
isting rival mass organisations
in every sphere and in every
class and section of the people,
some conflicts and differences
would continue to appear.

77
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Madrasa thorn i CPM flesh

CM's comment annoys party, Aml Biswas clarifies stand

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, Janwary 28

ALIMUDDIN  STREET is
annoyed over the stance of its
political rivals in West Bengal,
equating Chief Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee with his
BJP counterpart in Uttar

- Pradesh on the madrasa issue.
Party leaders have taken up a
hurried operation to salvage the
image of the party with the
minority.

State CPI(M) secretary Anil
Biswas today clarified that his
party and the Chief Minister had
nothing to say about madrasas in
general, barring a few that have
developed anti-national connec-
tions. “We have appealed to oth-
ers to modernise their syllabi
like Islamic education centres in
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Saudi
Arabia have already done. We
would like the West Bengal
Board of Madrasa Education to
ask these non-recognised
madrasas to introduce modern
subjects,” Biswas said.

The party secretary also made
amends to the Chief Minister’s
apparent apathy towards the
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CADRES ONISI watch! Or, as George Orwell had put it in hisnovel
ineteen Kighty Four, “Big Brother is watching you'. :

State CPI(M) secretary Anil Biswas on Monday downplayed his.

proposal over the para wise vigilance. “This is nothing new. We
always put our members on alert at hours of crises. This time it is
to fend off terrorist fears in the State. I have not asked partymen
to be de facto administrators. They should get in touch with police
as soon as they get to know abaut such activities.” Biswas will,
place the proposal in the upcoming Left Front meeting. “We have’
%Iready held a Left Front rally against the attack at the Amerman
enter,”.

He tried to allay fears among the Opposmon that these vzgllance s

committees would be used to keep a tab on political rivals. React-
ing to Pradesh Congress Committee president Pranab Mukherjee’s
protest, Biswas said: “We welcome the Congress and the Tri-
namoolas well-to participate in our vigilance drive. It is open to
anyone willing to help the State thwart terrorist attacks. Why
should one ¢onstrue:it as a political move?” The party secretary
would not admit if the militants had already spread their tentacles
across the State. “This is just a preventive measure,” he said.
HTC, Kolkata

Arabic language. “We are not

ular?” Biswas also made it clear

opposed to any language. Neither
do we want to blame a particular
community. Why should we,
when 99 per cent of the Muslim
population in West Bengal is sec-

that his party did not subscribe
to what is being taught at the
schools run by the RSS and
Anandmarg.

But this is not all. The party; it
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is learnt, has engaged Minority
Affairs Minister Mohammed
Selim to mobilise opinion of
Muslim intellectuals in favour of
the modern syllabus. The city
will soon witness a madrasa con-
ference where noted Muslim
intellectuals will try to discour-
age the minority from sending
their wards to old-fashioned
madrasas.

The Chief Minister, Com-
merce and Industry Minister and
party central committee member
Nirupam $en will address the
conference.

Selim, however, does not agree
to the Chief Minister’s plans to
bring all madrasas under the
Madrasa Board. “I don’t think
that the State has the adequate
infrastructure or funds to affili-
ate all the madrasas,” Selim said
today. He also slammed leaders
such as Sultan Ahmed for taking
sides with the non-recognised
madrasas. “It is hypocrisy and
petty politics. These leaders send
their wards to English-medium
schools. Now they are upholding
madrasa education only to gain a

foothold among Vnority," he
said. /




