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By Our Special Correspondent

KOLKATA, DEC. 24. A day after the Chief Minister,
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, called the militants
of the Kamtapur Liberation Organisation (KLO),
one of the militant groups in north Bengal, to
surrender, a top-ranking leader of the outfit re-
sponded by turning himself to police.

Himadri alias Madhusudan alias Tarzan, sur-
rendered to police on December 22, the day Mr.
Bhattacharjee announced at a rally in Cooch-
behar in north Bengal that his Government
would consider lifting the cases against the KLO
militants who surrendered unconditionally.

The Chief Minister also indicated that the oth-
er extremist outfit of the region, the Kamtapur
People’s Party, could act as broker between the
KLO and the Government. And he was also will-
ing to discuss the socio-economic problems of
the area with the KPP leaders.

Himadri was close to the KLO’s second-in-
command, Mihir Das alias Milton and was one
of the 38 KLO activists who had undergone arms

training in Bhutan.
According to police, he decided to give up ex-
tremism and join the mainstream after he heard

Viyilitant surrenders
in West Bengal

Mr. Bhattacharjee’s offer.
urge the Chief Minister to provide him with a
job.

The KPP, however, made it clear that it would
consider opening a dialogue with the Govern-
ment only if the latter agreed to free the KPP
activists currently in jail.

The KPP has been campaigning in the district
for a long time for recognition of the Rajbanshi
dialect. The movement took a new colour when
the militant KLO appeared on the scene in 1996.

Several functionaries of the CP1 (M) and the
Left Front partners such as the Forward Bloc
were killed by the KLO militants in Coochbehar,
Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling.

The Superintendent of Police, Jalpaiguri, Sidd-
hinath Gupta, said that Himadri had left the
Bhutan camp a few days ago when he fell out
with the KLO supremo, Jeevan Sinha. Realising
that life would be difficult with the KLO shad-
owing him, he decided to respond to the Chief
Minister’s call. -

Himadri, a resident of Haldibari in north Ben-
gal, had been charged with murder of at least
four persons. His brother, Srinivas, is president
of the All-Kamtapur Students’ Union. _—
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Jalpaiguri, Oct. 29: A dash to
safety through paddy fields
ended in disaster for top KLO
militant Suresh Roy when he
was mowed down by security
forces after a two-hour en-
counter this afternoon on the
fringes of the Gorumara Na-
tional Park under Mainaguri
police station.

Another militant accompa-
nying Roy, known in the KLO as
Himalaya, managed to escape.
A constable was injured in the
exchange of fire.

A Chinese-made 9 mm pistol
with 18 rounds of ammunition
was found on the slain militant.

This is the second time this
month that security forces have
engaged militants in a shootout
in the district. On October 9,

two militants (}refe()&unne(?‘n

down at Pukhurigram village
in Madhya Haldibari near the
Indo-Bhutan border.

“Acting on a tip-off, the secu-
rity forces — personnel from
the district police, CRPF and
the crack commando outfit —
rushed to Dakshin Kalimati on
the Mainaguri-Ramsai Road
near the Gorumara National
Park,” additional superinten-
dent of police, Jalpaiguri,
Anand Kumar said.

The security forces found
the two militants scurrying
through a paddy field to sneak
into the reserve forest. On
being challenged, the militants
opened fire from their automat-
ic weapons. “While one of the
militants fell to our bullets, the
other managed to escape. We
recovered eight empty shells

Cha

fram the spot,” Kumar said.

olice believe the two rebels
were part of a larger gang of
KLO militants said to have been
hiding in the area.

Jalpaiguri superintendent
of police Siddh Nath Gupta is
supervising the combing opera-
tions launched to arrest the
other militants, who are sus-
pected to have sneaked into the
dense national park.

In Calcutta, inspector-gen-
eral of police (law and order)
Chayan Mukherjee said all po-
lice stations in the six north
Bengal districts have been rein-
forced following the spate in ex-
tremist activities.

He said a constable of the
state armed police was wound-
ed when the militants opened
fire on the police party around

12.45 this afternoon.
CanAPr
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SILIGURI, Oct. 3. — Former GNLF
leader CK Pradhan was shot dead in
broad daylight around 1.40 p.m. at
Darwa Dara, Kalimpong, by a gunman
today. The assailant, reportedly a
youth, fled towards Relli Road after
shooting Pradhan from the back.

Pradhan was returning from a memo-
rial service. He was in conversation with
some people when the assailant shot him
from close range. The bullet pierced
Pradhan’s body and came out through
the belly, witnesses said. It was learnt
that Pradhan tried to flee the spot but
fell down when he reached RC Mintri
road. He died on the way to a hospital.

The GNLF called a 72-hour bandh
in Kalimpong from 6 p.m. today de-
manding immediate arrest of the cul-
prit, Mr Dawa Pakhrin, the party’s Ka-
limpong branch president, said.

The GNLF president, Mr Subash
Ghisingh, convened a emergency meet-
ing of the executive councillors in Dar-
jeeling fater today. “We are shocked at
the turn of events,” Mr IN Pradhan, an
executive councillor of the GNLF, said.

Soon after the incident, shops and
other establishments closed and vehi-
cles went off the roads. Police have cor-
doned off the area and posted pickets
at different points of the town to main-
tain law-and-order. ‘

Pradhan, one of the founders of the
GNLEF fell out of Mr Ghisingh’s favour
in 1994 after he was denied the vice-
chairman’s post in the DGHC.

Another report on Kolkata Plus 11
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KUHELI CHAKRAVORTY

Kalimpong, Oct. 3: Dissident
Gorkha National Liberation Fr-
ont leader Chandra Kumar Prad-
han was shot dead in Kalimpong
this afternoon by alone assassin.
The murdetr brought normal life
to a grinding halt in the town
and triggered tension in the Dar-
jeeling subdivision.

Pradhan, an executive coun-
cillor for backward community
welfare in the Darjeeling Gorkha
Hill Council and a friend-turned-
foe of DGHC chief Subash Ghis-
ing, was walking to the Darwad-
ara market from Damber Chowk

when he was shot in the back fr-

om point-blank range by a young
man at 2 pm. He was rushed to
hospital, where doctors declared
him dead on arrival.

The 50-year-old leader is sur-
vived by his wife, twin daughters
and a son. One of his daughters
got married last Monday.

Condemning the killing, the |

GNLF has called a 72-hour strike
in Kalimpong starting this
evening. Immediately after the
incident, normallife was thrown
out of gear as shops and utility
services closed down. Shocked
people poured out on the streets.

“Daju (elder brother) was co-
ming to the point at Darwadara
where the road bifurcates and
had stopped to talk to me. We
were in the middle of a conversa-
tion, when he made a noise and
collapsed,” said Manik Sarkar,
who still had bloodstains on his
white shirt. “We saw the assas-
sin, a youth of about 20, running
away with a gun. He vanished to-
wards Relli Road.”

Sarkar, who owns a shop near
the assassination spot, and a few
other witnesses claimed the kill-
er was not a local youth. “I saw
his face once when he turned ba-
ck before fleeing and I rushed af-
ter him. But he fled and we took
Daju, who was bleeding profuse-
ly after collapsing on a staircase,
to the hospital,” said Sarkar.

Darjeeling superintendent of
police Sanjay Chander, who rus-
hed to Kalimpong, said the situa-
tion was under control. “The ar-
ea has been cordoned off and he-
avy deployment of security for-
ces has taken place throughout
the sub-division. There has been
no incident of violence till now.”

He confirmed that the assas-
sin was a young man in his early
twenties, who fired only one rou-
nd and fled after the operation.

Around 3.30 pm, Pradhan's
wife Shila came out of the hospi-
tal, wailing that Ghising was be-
hind the murder. Pradhan had
fallen out with Ghising after the
attempt on the DGHC chairm-
an’s life last year in which the
former’s hand was suspected.
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Gunbattle with KLO ends In vain

OUR BUREAU s
Sept. 17: Police and mlhtants
armed with automatic weapons
exchanged fire in two separate
shootouts in Jalpaiguri district
today, exactly a month after the
Kamtapur Liberation Organi-
sation gunned down five CPM
workers at Dhupguri.

In a fierce gunbattle report-
ed from Kumargram, hub of
the Kamtapuris, police fired
nearly 100 rounds at a group of
nine Ulfa and KLO militants.
The extremists, flushed out of a
house in Chengamari village,
escaped unhurt.

In the other incident, the po-
lice and a group of KLO activ-
ists fired at each other on the
dry bed of the Jaldhaka river in
Jalpaiguri. Here, too, the mili-
tants managed to flee. Tushar
Roy, second-in-command in the

\’ug

militant outfit, was believed to
be in the group.

Inspector general of police
(law and order) Chayan
Mukherjee said in Calcutta
that the militants holed up in
Chengamari were believed to
have slipped into neighbouring
Assam. He said the district po-
lice contacted their counter-
parts in Assam and sought help
to flush out the militants.

Though district police sour-
ces confirmed the second shoot-
out in Jalpaiguri, Mukherjee
said he had no information.

The armed militants had fo-
rced their way into three hous-
es at Chengamari village under
the Kumargram police station
early in the morning and de-
manded food at gunpoint.

As a police contingent, led
by district superintendent
Siddh Nath Gupta, entered the

THE TELEGRAPHK

’ L\’Y1,D 1,\_;'\.‘(
vﬂlage late in the morning, the
extremists came out of the
houses and ran towards a near-
by forest.

While the security forces,
including commandos, threw a
ring and blocked all exits, the
extremists pulled on black fa-
tigues to hoodwink their pur-
suers.

The police and the militants
exchanged heavy fire for nearly
two hours. During a brief lull,
the nine managed to sneak into
the Sikia forest.

As the militants fled towar-
ds Paglahat, a CRPF continge-
nt, called in by district authori-
ties to deal with the heavily-
armed extremists, arrived. But
the security personnel failed to
recognise the militants, mis-
taking them for commandos
from the police force.

Tt was too late by the time

j)'n

the paramilitary forces re-
alised the mistake. The mili-
tants had already crossed into
Assam through the Tukra for-
est. They had also forded the
Gholani and Sikiajhora rivers
before entering Assam.

“We are sure the militants
belonged to the KLO-Ulfa tom-

bine. They took advantage of -

the forest terrain and managed

to cross over to Assam,” super- '

 intendent Guptasaid. - -

In the other incident, the po- ‘

lice became suspicious” when
they spotted six men walking
down the Jaldhaka riverbed in
the Dobabari-Baman@anga
area of Jalpaiguri dlstrlct
When challenged, the group
opened fire at the police téam,
which retaliated.
Police sources said thé mili-
tants under cover of flytng’bul-
lets managed to escape. - - --
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chief mmlster

ANUPAM DASGUPTA

Siliguri, Sept. 2: Kamtapur Peo-
1 ple’s Party chief Atul Roy today

branded chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee a “liar”
and accused him of “mislead-
ing” people for linking the party
with the Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation.

Denying any connection with
the militant outfit, Roy said the
chief minister was indulging
in “political chicanery” to tar-
nish the image of the party.
He said the KPP is a political
organisation fight-
ing democratically
for . recognition of
the cultural identity
and laniguage of the
Rajbanshis in north
Bengal. :

Referring to Bhat-
tacharjee’s speech in
Dhupguri yesterday, §
Roy said: “He made |
an utterly baseless E
allegation that we
are raising funds for
the KLO. He seems to
have lost his sense of
discretion.”

On the other hand, Roy said
the CPM “squeezed” money
from people “in the name of rais-
ing party funds”.

The KPP leadership, long
living in the shadows of the
KLO, is worried about the
political fallout of the August 17
strike on the CPM office in
Dhupguri. The leaders feel such

attacks would alienate support- -

ers and weaken the Kamtapuri
movement.

KPP leaders said they fear a
police crackdown on the politi-
cal organisation on suspicion of
its links with the KLO.They said
the police are harassing KPP
supporters in villages across the
region.

Senior party lead:xrs today
held a meeting to discuss the fall-
out of the chief ninister’s
“false” charges. Ther felt his
statements could provde the po-

Atul Roy

lice a stick to beat the KPP with.

“The chief minister is a liar.
Otherwise, he would not have
tarred the KPP and KLO with
the same brush,” Roy said. “The
police have fed him with such
distorted facts and he relies too
much on the force.”

Roy said the chief minister’s

public remarks would embolden
the police further to “pick up and
torture the KPP supporters”.
The party will soon submit
memorandums to deputy Prime
Minister LK. Advani and Gover-
nor Viren J. Shah against “police
atrocities on the
pretext of tracking
i down the KLO
| militants”.
: The chief minis-
| ter had yesterday
| accused the KPP
and the KLO of
misguiding the Ra-
jbanshis.

“Where were
they when we were
carrying out land re-
forms in north Ben-
gal? It was the Left
Front which had dis-
tributed land to the landless Ra-
jbanshis,” he had said at the
rally in Dhupguri.

Bhattacharjee added that the
local problems had to be solved
“politically and not at gun-
point”.

The KPP leadership today de-

cided to launch a campaign

against the police harassment.
“This is the only way to fight
the brute force of the police and
save our workers who are being
picked up and tortured,” Roy
said.

The party leadership fears
that the police, taking advantage
of the Dhupguri strike, would
crack down on the KPP as it had
emerged as a rival of the CPM in

the region.
The leaders said the KPP had
always eschewed violence

and functioned “within the
framework of the country’s
Constitution”.
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O part of
“ISI terror
netwogk: CM

Y el prld

Niraj Lama in Dhupguri

Bhattacharjee today said KLO
was part of an ISI-sponsored
terrorist network and expre-
ssed disgust at the Centre’s
lukewarm attitude towards the
state’s concerns.

Addressing a gathering on
his first visit here after five
party members were gunned
down on 17 August, the chief
minister said he had talked to
the Bhutanese King on insur-

|

|

gency. “I spoke to the King and |

have received an invitation for
further talks,” he  said,
indicating he might accept the
invitation. The ultras have set
up training camps in Bhutan.

“I recently appraised the
Prime Minister and his deputy
about our concerns. I asked
Mr Advani: ‘Why was the
Centre not stopping Bhutan
from allowing the insurgents
to use its soil?’...How long can
we tolerate...,” Mr Bhatta-
charjee said.

“We will not accept the
murder of our comrades,” he
said. He warned businessmen
against giving in to the ransom
demands of the ultras.

Mr Bhattacharjee held the
Ulfa, Naga insurgent groups
and ISI responsible for the
KLO’s creation. “Like in Pun-
jab, Kashmir and the North-
east, the ISI wants to destabilise
West Bengal.”

Rubbishing the Kamtapur
People’s Party’s claim of being
the political front of the Raj-
bonshis, he said the KPP had
won two per cent votes in the
last Assembly polls. “The Raj-
bonshis are with the LE”

After the meeting, Mr Bha-
ttacharjee met DMs and SPs of
six North Bengal districts.

Mr Anil Biswas, CPI-M state
secretary, said LF members
had the “right to self-defence”.
He criticised the-Opposition for
failing to condemn the KLO
attack. “The Opposition links
insurgency to lack of develop-
ment, but the KLO just wants
to destabilise our government.”

Relatives of the 17 August
victims were paraded on the
stage. It was announced that
the party would look after the
victim’s children.

-

-
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'2 KLO men killed in encounter

\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Sy

el
SILIGURI/COOCH BEHAR, Aug. 31. —\T'wo
KLO militants were killed in a police encoun-
ter at Beltuli in Cooch Behar early today.

Wi Cooch Behar SP, Mr Praveen Kumar,

the ultras, Haripada Roy alias David
Barua and Jogesh Roy alias Kalyan Singh,
belonged to Dhupguri, Jalpaiguri.

A police team raided the Beltuli area and
another waited for the militants, the DIG,
Jalpaiguri range, Mr KL. Meena, said. There
were six militants but four, including KLO
linkman Jagadish, managed to flee. Police

’L,/\
think they have crossé}ﬁm angyf'lver and
gone to Ghoksadanga or Falakata. The re-
spective police stations have been alerted.
Police have seized a 9mm pistol, allegedly
belonging to the militants, from the shoot-
out site. Mr Kumar said the dead ultras pos-
sibly had links with the attack on the CPI-

‘M office at Dhupguri. He added that David

and Kalyan had been trained in Bhutan.

In another development, Jalpaiguri police
arrested Takura Das, associate of KLO chief
Jeevan Singh, in Kumargram early today.
® Dual task for Buddha at Dhupguri,
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Dual task. fo Buddha at

SUDIPTA CHANDA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGURI, Aug. 31. —~ Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s
proposed visit to Dhupguri
tomorrow is likely to prove
one of his most sensitive
missions in North Bengal.
The Chief Minister faces
the dual task of soothing
frayed nerves and also
. assuring security and justice
to a people, which is seeing
red since the 17 August
attack on the CPI-M office.
KLO ultras shot dead five

KGLKATA Aug. 31, — Mr mean Boae Left Front chair-
: | taday said the Leﬂ; F’mnt commxttee wmxld tal\« up

the state gowmment’s:pmposed farm pohcy

nments-on th reported criticism by
nted out to him that such state-
ere a wolatmn of an earlier deci-
n that the partners would ventilate their criticism only

CPI-M  supporters and ‘thm the LF = SNS
injured 12 others at '
Dhupguri that evening. proposed v131t amldst such region believe, the Left

While there is grief and
anger on the one side — some
of it directed against the

strong emotional
crosscurrents has generated
a lot of curiosity. People are

Front, which has vowed to
“combat the subversive
forces politically,” would

police for alleged inaction,
allegations of police excesses

are equ@ strog from other

. ’\\ hief Minister’s

anxious to find out whether
he assumes a tough stand or
allows politics to take the
better of the situation.

Social observers in the

utilise the opportunity to
launch its political offensive
against the insurgents from
the same platform.

State urban development

minister Mr Asok Bhatta
charya, who would alsc
attend tomorrow’s rally, hac
earlier stated that contrary
to the intentions of the
militants, the CPI-M would
intensify its political activity
in the region.

Besides the Chief Minister,
Left Front leaders Mr Anil
Biswas, Mr Ashok Ghosh, Mr
Debabrata Biswas, Mr
Manju Mazumdar and local
politicians are also scheduled
to attend tomorrow’s public
programme, which
underlines the importance
the CPI-M and the Left Front
are placing on the rally.

For many, the Left Front
will also get the opportunity
to use tomorrow’s platform to
kick off its campaign for the
upcoming panchayat polls
besides proving its numerical
superiority in the region. The
organisers expect around 1.5
lakh people tomorrow.

i SEP 200 b~
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CPM smffs KLO

ASTAFF REPORTER

Jalcutta, Aug. 26: The CPM
eadership will soon put under
nicroscope the role allegedly
ylayed by a section of grassroots
Jarty workers in Jalpaiguri dis-
trict in the spread of the Kam-
tapur Liberation Organisation.
The decision follows reports
from the party’s Jalpaiguri unit
that suggest a group of party-
men in Dhupguri and Moinaguri
are enabling the KLO activists to
expand their bases in Jalpaiguri.
Trinamul Congress chief

Mamata Banerjee had recently

alleged that a section of the CPM
had hkelped create the KLO.

CPM district secretary Man-
ik Sanyal has submitted a report
on the Dhupguri incident in
which five leaders were Kkilled
by KLO militants inside a party
office.

Though Sanyal has not spec-
ifically mentioned the members
maintaining links with KLO
functionaries, he hinted that the
role played by some of them

should be exammed horoughly

CPM insiders now want to
know under what circumstances
a section of the partymen are
keeping touch with the KLO.

The party has information
that some of its members are
maintaining the KLO connec-
tion “under pressure and
threats” from the militants. But
there is a handful of CPM mem-
bers who maintain secret links
with the KLO on their own.

These members are not satis-
fied with the district leadership
and are reportedly helping the
KLO to make inroads in Jalapig-
uri, particularly in pockets
where Rajbanshis are in the
majority.

It islearnt that the state CPM
leadership will try to remove the
misgivings of the disgruntled
members and retain them in the
party fold. If they refuse to go by
directives, the leadership might
ask the district unit to initiate
measures against them.

CPM state secretary Anil Bis-
was and chief minister Buddh-

lmk

adeb BhattacharJ ee will meet the
district party functionaries
when they visit Dhupguri on
September 1 and try to measure
up their sentiments.

The CPM state secretariat is
preparing a note on the develop-
ments following the Dhupguri
incident. It will be placed at the
two-day state committee meet-
ing beginning September 7.

Apart from the initiative to
tackle the disgruntled party
members in the district, the sec-
retariat will also place its find-
ings on the role played by police
after the KLO attack on the
Dhupguri office, party sources
indicated.

Most of the CPM leaders in
Jalpaiguri, including forest min-
ister Jogesh Burman, have ex-
pressed their displeasure over
the functioning of the district
police after the KLO attack.

Director-general of state po-
lice D.C. Vajpai was manhandled
by a section of supporters when
he went to Dhupguri to investi-
gate the case following instruc-

@vfw”

within

- \L

tions from the chief minister
himself.

It is learnt that the CPM has
now realised it might be difficult
to politically counter the KLO on
its own in Jalpaiguri and pockets
in north Bengal. The party’s
state leadership, therefore, plans
to fight the outfit together with
the Left Front partners.

Bhattacharjee will meet the
Front leaders in the second week
of September and explain them
his views on the functlomng of
the police.

Several Front constituents
have alleged that the govern-
ment’s dependence on the police
is gradually increasing and a
section of police officers, taking
advantage of the situation, is of-
fering contradictory reports to
Bhattacharjee on various issues. °

During his meeting with the °
Front leaders, Bhattacharjee .
will try to answer their griev-
ances over the police depart-
ment and is likely to seek their
opinion regarding its adminis-
tration.

27 AuG 202



THE REBEL COMMAND STRUCTURE

10-MEMBER CORE COMMITTEE

. Army general headquarters located at Kaupani
- West in Peping, inside the Fifshu jungle in

- southern Bhutan above Kalikhofa on the

- West Bengal-Bhutan-Assam tri-junction.

. Jeevan Singh operates out of the general

. headquarters, which is a joint camp run

by the KLO-Ulfa-NDFB combine

The outfit also has a 44-member crack “action squad” headed by Tom Adhikary. If is made up of KLQ
and Ulfa cadre on a 70:30 ratio Graphic: RA)
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‘Bandh in three N Bengal dlstrlcts totﬁl

SILIGUR], Aug. 19. — The
«bandh called by the CPI-M in Jal-
paiguri, Cooch Behar and Dar-
jeeling districts today went off
peacefully without any reports of
untoward incidents. )

In Dhupguri, where KLO gun-
men attacked the CPI-M office on
Saturday, the DYFI has threat-
ened an indefinite bandh from
Wednesday if the police fail to ar-
rest the culprits and suspend the

Dhupgurl O-C. The DYFIs
Dhupguri zonal secretary, Mr
Sanjeet’ Dey, threatened to halt
the movement of vehicles from
Bhutan to India if no steps were
taken by the authorities of both
countries to dismantle ultra camps
in Bhutan. Security was beefed up
despite the bandh being total in
all three districts. All offices, busi-
ness establishments and educa-
tional institutions remained
closed. Traffic stayed off the road.

Though the Siliguri CPI-M had
said there would be no picketeers,

—

several were seen on the outskirts
of the town. Vehicles did not ply
from Siliguri to the Hills and Sik-
kim. The bandh, however, had lit-
tle effect in the Hills. A large
number of policemen were de-
ployed along the highways near
towns and the odd vehicle on the

road was stopped and searched.

Jalpaiguri SP Mr SN Gupta
said 11 people have been brought
to Dhupguri police station for in-
terrogation. Raids are continuing
but no arrests have been made.
More reports on Kolkata Plus IV
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Attack reply to
police forture,
say parties

Pramod Giri
Siliguri, August 19

THREE  ORGANISATIONS
have linked the Dhupguri at-
tack to rampant violation of
human rights by the police.
They have asked the State
Government to rein in the po-
lice or face the likelihood of
more such attacks.

The Kamtapuri People’s Par-
ty, the CPI-ML (Liberation) and
the Association for Protection
of Democratic Rights (APDR)
have accused policemen of tor-
turing villagers in Jalpaiguri
and Cooch Behar districts on
the pretext of combing for KLO
militants. They have warned
that more “incidents” would
take place if the “rights viola-
tions” were not stopped.

KPP chief Atul Roy con-
demned Saturday’s killings
but held the CPI(M) responsi-
ble for the deterioration of
law and order in North Ben-
gal. “The police are torturing
innocent Rajbongshi people
and KPP supporters on the
pretext of searching for mili-
tants. They are doing so at the
behest of CPI(M) leaders. In-
nocent villagers in Jalpaiguri
and Cooch Behar are agitat-
ed,” Roy said.

The police did not dismiss
the allegations. North Bengal
Divisional Commissioner D
Chakravarty said: “I won't say
there are no human rights vi-
olations, but we are sensitis-
ing the police.”

The CPI-ML (Liberation)
echoed the rights-violation al-
legations against the State
(Government and police. Party
secretary Sankar Das said po-
lice officers often went to Jal-
paiguri villages like Barnis,
Ramsai, Domani and Madav
Danga and tortured innocent
Rajbongshi people as well as
KPP supporters.

His party had carried out an
investigation on allegation of
human rights violations in
these villages and found the
charges true. A report has
been submitted to the District
Magistrate of Jalpaiguri.

The APDR carried out in-
vestigations in Alipurduar on
June 8 and June 9 and drew a
similar inference. State secre-
tariat  member Abiranjan
Bhaduri said the police tor-
tured a Class VI student at
Sitabari village after tying
hit to a tree.

Nagen Roy, a clerk in Salku-
mar High School, and)iis son
were arrested at Munsipara.
Royv was the KPP’s candidate
from Phalakatta in the last As-
seimbly elections. Policemen
went to Nagen's home in
search of his son. When Nagen
resisted, he too was arrested
and tortured, Bhaduri said.

CM plans visit to
Bhupguri in Sept

CHIEF  MINISTER Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee will
visit Dhupguri next month
following the KLO attack in
which five CPI(M) members
were killed.

“The DGP has gone to the
spot. A search is on for the
culprits. I will go there in Sep-
tember,”  Bhattacharjee told
reporters here today when
asked to comment on the lat-
¢st situation at the North Ben-
val town.

1GP daw and order) Chayan
Mulkherjee said those respon-
sible for the killings are yet to
he nabbed.

forward Bloc MP from
Couch Behar Amar Roy Prad-
han today said there is a pos-
sibility that the I1SI was in-
volved in Saturday’s attack.

“Though it has been report-
ed that KLO militants are in-
volved in the Dhupguri inci-
dent. the probability of an ISI
link in the attack should not
he ruled out,” the Forward
Bloc MP said.

PTI, Kolkata

Intelligence wake-

Dustrict tip-offs were o
ignored as false alarms’

Kinsuk Basu
Dhupguri, August 19

THE STRIKE has been a lesson
for the police top brass in the
State. It tells them that writing off
alerts by the district Intelligence
bureau (DIB) as “false alarms”
can prove costly and that the KL.O
has changed tactics.

The Jalpaiguri DIB had filed a
report in June stating that KLO
militants were regrouping and
planning major strikes. The re-
port said senior Ulfa leaders had
been carrying out reconnaissance
in North Bengal along with the
KILO for the past couple of months
and detailed their movements.

But Jalpaiguri SP Siddinath
Gupta reportedly ignored the re-
port. “Most of the DIB reports are
routinely ignored by senior offi-
cers, perhaps because the bureau
is considered a punishment post-
ing. Reports filed by the DIB per-
sonnel are generally ignored,”
said a senior police officer.

The DIB report said senior
Ulfa leaders had been visiting
parts of this trouble-torn district
with the Kamtapuri militants
from their bases in Bhutan. Top
Ulfa leaders, including Rustom
Chowdhury and Gautam Sil, had
visited parts of Kumargram,
Alipurduar and even Banarhaat
— the homeground of the key ar-
chitect of the recent attack Tom
Adhikary — with some KLO re-
cruits in search of new shelters.

The Ulfa-KLO militants had
picked upon a new route through
Newland in Assam to slip into
Kumargram since the roads
were no longer safe for their
movement.

The report even specified that
the joint team had planned to
form small compact action
squads to carry out effective
strikes. These squads, the report
said, had spread out over Pan-
bari, Toofanganj and Kumar-
gram. The Dhupguri attack has
shown that the KLO has changed

Trinamool demands
‘full-timer’ for Home

Leader of the Opposition
Pankaj Banerjee today reit-
erated the demand for a “full
time” Home Minister, citing
the spurt in extremist at-
tacks in the State.

The Trinamool leader
said the Chief Minister, who
is also in charge of the Home
(Police) Department, is not
being able to tackle the on-
going political battle in the
districts. State CPI(M) secre-
tary Anil Biswas, however,
rubbished the argument.
“Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
is a whole timer and he can
manage things well.”

HTC, Kolkata

its modus operandi of striking
on four-wheelers and bikes.

Instead, they have picked on
cycles as their means of trans-
port, allowing them to blend
with the crowd. .

Intelligence sources said KLO
supremo Timir Das had sneaked
into Kumargram along with
Tom Adhikary on August 5 be-
fore the latter decided to move on
to Mainaguri. During his brief
stay at Mainaguri, the 30-year-
old Adhikary visited sympathis-
ers in certain pockets including
Bakalai, Helapakri and Saalbari.

It was only after a group of
KLO militants went on a collec-
tion drive inside Duramari
bazar under Banarhaat police
station area on July 23 and
slipped away having collected
around Rs 70,000 that the local
police sat up.

That was a month after the
DIB had filed its report. But by
the time the district police took
note of the increasing KLO ac-
tivities, the militants had al-
ready struck.
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Director-General of Police Dinesh Vajgai in Dhupguri, where he was hecklied on Monday.

Assam cops mull joint drive

Rahul Karmakar
Guwahati, August 19

THE ASSAM Police is mulling
the possibility of joint opera-
tions after the killing of six
CPI(M) members by Kamtapur
Liberation Organisation (KLO)
at Dhupguri on Saturday.

Senior Assam Police officers
say cooperation between the two
States is crucial in tackling mili-
tants of the Ulfa, NDFB and
KLO, all operating from bases in
south Bhutan.

“There have heen instances of
coordinated moves between the
police force of the two States in
the past, but those were half-
hearted,” a senior police officer
said. “We hope that the West
Bengal Government would be

Warm-up before big battle,
warns Kamtapuri leader

Arindam Sarkar
Kolkata, August 19

KAMTAPURI PEOPLE's Party
(KPP) chief Atul Roy says the
terrorist attacks in North Bengal
are only the beginning of a
bloody battle that will hit the re-
gion before the panchayat elec-
tion.

The CPI(M)-led Left Front
Government is bound to face the
wrath of the KPP and the KLO if
it does not return the land to the
Rajbongshis and acknowledges
their Statehood demand, he said.

“One burst in Dhupguri and
the State Government is rattled,”
said Roy “We want to send a
clear message to Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee—the
fireball will reach the goal. The
Rajbongshis have not benefited
from development projects. Not a

single son of the soil got even a
minibus permit here.”

The KPP, 500 of whose leaders
are behind bars, are regrouping
and want to build a base in Mal-
bazar Haldibari, Methliganj, Jal-
paiguri Dhubguri, Alipurduar,
Toofanganj, Dinhata, Mathab-
hanga, Cooch Behar, Islampur,
Balurghat and Raiganj.

Roy said an elite force trained
in Purulia has been deployed to
arrest and torture KPP workers.
The KPP leadership believes this
is largely to prevent the KPP
from controlling the panchayats
in the villages.

“It is this power struggle that
sparked the clash. But we will
start with the panchayats polls
and end with a Kamtapuri State
comprising Jalpaiguri, Cooch
Behar, Malda, North and South
Dinajpur and adjacent areas

dominated by Kamtapuris.

“The CPI(M), through its con-
trol of panchayats and coordina-
tion committees, is ruling us by
force. But the Rajbongshi farm-
ers, the middle class and intelli-
gentsia who have lost their land
and are losing plum posts in Gov-
ernment units will not tolerate
this indifference for long either,”
said Roy.

Though the KPP was a demo-
cratic organisation and believed
in the people's movement, the
KLO is a banned militant wing of
the Kamtapuris and has the
same goals.

“The KLO frequently strikes
in Dhupguri, Kumbhagram and
Alipurduar because of its strong
base there. It has sophisticated
arms like AK-47/56, 9mm guns
and grenades received from the
Ulfa and the ISI. But we have no

more serious this time on joint
counter-insurgency operations.”

Ever since the rise of the KLO,
whose members are trained by
the Ulfa and NDFB in Bhutan,
the focus has shifted to the jun-
gles of Siliguri, Jalpaiguri and
Cooch Behar districts. The jun-
gles have been used as corridors
between Bhutan and Bangl-
adesh. The NDFB militants in
particular have escaped into the
West Bengal jungles to dodge
military action of the Unified
Command. The rise of the KLO
has helped Ulfa to find shelter in
West Bengal.

“Assam and West Bengal have
a common problem-—a border
with Bhutan. Though Bhutan is
under pressure to push the mili-
tants out of its soil, it does not

Atul Roy
Battle mode

links with them.
“The KPP is a democratic out-

fit and the KLO works from un-
derground. But since the goal is:
the same, the State Government:
is bound to crumble and accede:

to the demand for a Kamtapuri
State as the KPP and the KLO
mount their pressure,” said Roy.

10 action squads for new strike plan

Jaideep Mazumdar
Kolkata, August 19

THE KAMTAPURI Liberation
Organisation (KLO) has 10 “ac:
tion squads” working under sen-
ior leader Tom Adhikary alias
Joydeb Roy as part of its new
strategy for effective strikes.
The action squads comprise
six to eight members, all of them
trained at the Ulfa camps in
Bhutan. "“The best of the lot in
three batches were picked up for
these squads,” a defence Intelli-
gence officer posted in North
Bengal told Hindustan Times.

These squads have fanned out to
the remote villages dominated by
the Rajbongshis. “The local peo-
ple are. anyway their families,
relatives or supporters. So this
makes it difficult to trace them.”

The KLO militants have
stopped carrying arms except
during operations, and travel on
bicycles or on foot. “This is ex-
actly what the Ulfa had done in
recent times after realising that
it made them less conspicuous,”
said the officer.

Interrogation of KLO leader
Suresh Roy, who surrendered
earlier this year, had revealed

that the group’s “commander-in-
chief” Jeevan Singh was its
undisputed leader. “He’s revered
by the cadres and other second-
rung leaders,” said the officer.
The second-rung comprises
“deputy commander-in-chief”
Tamir Das and Tom Adhikary.
“The two are confidants of
Jeevan Singh. Adhikary usually
plots the operations and liaises
with the Ulfa though Jeevan
Singh is the pointman. Jeevan
has a good rapport with Ulfa
commander-in-chief Paresh
Barua and its Bhutan command-
er Raju Baruah. He and Raju ex-

change information and are
known to plan strategies jointly,”
said a senior IB officer.

The KLO has about 200 trained.
cadres and about 75 SLRs, car-
bines, AK-series rifles and sophis-
ticated small arms. “These were:
purchased from the Ulfa with the:
Rs 80 crore they extorted from tea.
planters, businessmen and afflu-
ent people in Jalpaiguri, Cooch
Behar and Darjeeling districts ini
the past four years.”

The KLO is now recruiting
youngsters for its fifth batch to
be trained in Bhutan from early
next year.

have the firepower to do so,” the
police official said.

Thimpu has been worried
over the increasing activities of
the KL.O. The Bhutanese nation-
al daily Kuensel recently report-
ed that the Himalayan kingdom
“has become a hub for murder-
ers, abductors and kidnappers”.

“Activists of the KLO in
league with Ulfa militants have
reportedly shaken the planters
in Dooars tea belt area with
threats of extortion, abduction
and murder,” it said.

“The abducted Indian victims
are brought to camps in Bhutan
by their captors, from where
they negotiate for ransom,”
Kuensel said. Bhutan is reported
to have turned a blind eye to
such activities.

Bandh brings

-North Bengal

to a halt

HT Correspondent
Siliguri, August 19

LIFE CAME to a grinding
halt today in the three North
Bengal districts of Jalpaig-
uri, Cooch Behar and Dar-
jeeling in response to the
CPI(M)Ys bandh call to
protest Saturday’s KLO at-
tack on its party office in
Dhupguri. The party had
called a 12-hour bandh each
in Cooch Behar and Darjeel-
ing and a 24-hour bandh in
Jalpaiguri.

The bandh was complete
in all three districts except in
the hill sub-divisions of Dar-
jeeling. No untoward inci-
dent was reported from any
of the districts.

All State and Central Gov-
ernment offices remained
closed, with only skeletal
staff manning the District
Magistrates’ offices in Jal-
paiguri and Cooch Behar.
The employees, however,
wore black badges.

Public and private trans-
port remained off the roads,
with all shops and business
establishments keeping their
shutters down. Educational
institutions, banks and pri-
vate establishments too re-
mained closed.

However, train services
were not affected as they had
been kept out of the bandh’s
purview. Jalpaiguri DM Utpal
Bhadra said tea gardens had
responded to the bandh call.

The bandh was total even in
interior areas of the district.
“Even in remote villages,
schools and shops remained
closed and we have reports
that many farmers did not go
out to their fields,” a police of-
ficer at Jalpaiguri said.

The North Bengal State
Transport Corporation did
not ply buses on any route.
Emergency services were af-
fected in the district. The
bandh, CPI(M) leaders clai-
med, was total and spon-
taneous.

Brief but bloody
trail of terror

Pramod Giri
Siliguri, August 19

THE KAMTAPURI Liberation
Organisation (KLO) has run
up a long list of victims in just
six years of its existence.

In fact, its tryst with vio-
lence began quite early, just
two years after it was formed,
in mid-1996, by hardliners in
the Kamtapuri People’s Party
Students’ Front who wanted to
replace the KPP’s demand for
a separate State with that of a
separate country.

The KLO started off by cre-
ating panic among the CPI(M)
cadres, since it sees the ruling
party as its main opposition.
Schoolteachers affiliated to
the CPI(M) were a soft target.

Tea planters and business-
men of the region became
their prime targets for abduc-
tions and extortions. In Jal-
paiguri district itself, the
KLO’s inventory of depreda-
tions is quite exhaustive.

The three most spectacular
kidnappings were those of
Roshanlal Garg in 1999, Om
Prakash Agarwal the next
year and Deepankar Ghosh in
October 2000. All three were
tea planters.

Garg was released after a
few months in captivity when,
according to Intelligence
sources, his family paid the
KLO Rs 80 lakh as ransom.
Agarwal was abducted in ear-
1y 2000 and his son, Gopal, who
tried to resist, was murdered.
Agarwal was released after his
family reportedly paid nearly
Rs 1 crore as ransom.

Ghosh, a lawyer who had
close links with the CPI(M),

was gunned down at Kadamta-
la near Siliguri after he stead-
fastly refused to meet the re-
peated extortion demands of
the militants. The outfit has
made a whopping Rs 75 crore
in four years from extortion of
tea planters in the Hills.

CPI(M) members of Jalpaig-
uri who have fallen to the
KLO’s bullets include Nitai
Das, Khagen Roy; Dilip Roy (of
the DYFI), Sunil Dutta, Pranesh
Pal, Subodh Majumder, Nitai
Das, Subhash Sarkar, Dipankar
Bose, Gayanath Roy, Swapan
Sarkar and Rohini Adhikari
(RSP). The KLO is also sus-
pected to have abducted
Pradeep Sarkar, son of Assam
Congress MLA Chandan
Sarkar, from Jateshwar Mar-
ket in Falakata, Jalpaiguri.

Before the August 17 attack
on the CPI(M) zonal office in
Dhupguri, the most spectacu-
lar operation carried out by
the KLO was the landmine
blast at Bhutanghat inside the
Buxa Tiger Reserve, The blast
left six jawans injured.

The KLO militants torched
the Bhutanghat forest bunga-
low where the CRPF was sup-
posed to establish a camp. This
operation was carried out
with the help of the Ulfa.

But the KL.O has also suf-
fered reverses. On May 23, two
KLO militants — Sukumar
Burman and Ramani Roy —
were gunned down by the po-
lice near Hatinala river along
the India-Bhutan border.

Several others were arrest-
ed. They include Chiranjib
Roy, the chief of the outfit’s
Belacoba-Saudangi unit and .
KLO linkman Madan Roy. /
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Dhupguri, Aug. 18: As the nu-
mbed town woke up to the deadly
KLO strike, police today saw the
hand of Ulfa militants as well in
the killing of five CPM leaders
that came amid heightened secu-
rity inthe wake of Independence
Day.

“We suspect it was a joint
KLO-Ulfa operation, going by the
way the attack was carried out.
Eyewitness accounts confirm
our suspicions,” said Jalpaiguri
additional superintendent of po-
lice Anand Kumar. He added that
the police are keeping a watch
over all routes to Bhutan and ne-
ighbouring Cooch Behar where
the militants might escape.

Jntelligence officials did not
rile out “a pact” between the
KLQ and Ulfa militants to attack
“common” targets. Both groups,
ineidentally, have their bases in
Bhutan and run their training
camps there. “From preliminary
investigations, we have found
out that there were five to six
militants belonging to the KL.O
accompanied by a lone Ulfa
cadre,” Kumar said.

After a night’s hunt across
the Jalpaiguri district, Kumar
said they had detained four peo-
ple, but did not give details. “We
are interrogating them,” was all
he said.

In Calcutta, director-general
of police D.C. Vajpai said four
people were arrested in connec-
tion with the killings. Vajpai met
senior officers, including inspec-
tor-general of police (north)
Bhupinder Singh, and asked
them to beef up security for
politicians on militants’ hitlist.

' Vajpai, who is leaving for
Dhupguri tomorrow, asked the
North Bengal Armed Police in
Siligari to send reipforcements

olice suspect

to Jalpaiguri for a districtwide
combing operation.

The toll rose to five, with one
more injured CPM worker, Subol
Roy, dying from bullet wounds.
The dead included Gopal Chaki,
district CPM secretariat mem-
ber and a senior zilla parishad
office-bearer. A 48-hour bandh,

strike, guns down CPM teader Pranesh

a in Jalpaiguri,

oot two senior CPM leaders
- at Duramari in Jalpaiguri.

d in classrooms at Mainaguri

planter Om Prakash Agarwal
napped by the KLO.
y ieader Dipanker Ghosh gunned

called by the CPM to protest
against the Kkillings, was ob-
served in Dhupguri.

Blotches of blood on the toilet

‘floor and walls pocked with bull-

et marks were a grisly reminder
of the deadly strike on the CPM

__office on College Road, where mi-
litants sprayed the party worke-

rs gathered in a meeting with bu-
Ulets from assault rifles. In despe-
ration, some had tried to shut th-
emselves in a toilet, but in vain.
Even 24 hours later, it.was
not clear how the killers, who,
witnesses said, had come on bic-
ycles, had made the gateway.
While some said they escaped on

the same cycles, others said-the
rebels jumped onto three motor-
cycles waiting outside the two-
storied party office.

Police sources said they sus-
pected the assailants included
KLO action squad chief Joydeb
Roy, popularly known in the re-
gion as Tom Adhikary.

.

Ulfa hand in KLO strike

Revenge for
flancée arrest

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Dhupguri, Aug. 18: Last eveni-
ng’s daring strike has again
proved that the banned Kamat-
apur Liberation Organisation
(KLO) has enough firepower to

. take on the CPM.

If intelligence reports are
to be believed, the outfit’s self-
styled commander-in-chief Jee-
van Singh alias Tamir Das has
been seething since the arrest
of his fiancée Bharati Das, who
is also the chief of the Kam-
tapur Women’s Rights Forum.
Das was arrested on August 5.

Bharati, like Singh, is a
well-trained rebel. She has re-
portedly undergone sophisti-
cated arms training at the Ulfa
area command camp in south
Bhutan.

Intelligence reports suggest
that before her arrest, the fire-
brand women’s forum leader
was primarily responsible for
recruiting cadre for both the
KLO and the women’s wing of
the armed outfit.

Faced with an acute funds
crunch and police crackdown,
the KLO was lying low for the
past few months and “looking
for an opportune moment to
strike terror”.

“Last evening’s attack was
more retaliatory in nature, to
reassert their might. It was en-
gineered to spread panic amo-
ng people, to show that they me-
ant business. The CPM worke-

rs, whom the KIL.O considers its
sworn enemies, were the most
likely target. It was similar to
the terror strikes a couple of
years ago,” a senior intelligen-
ce official told The Telegraph.

“Besides, the outfit was des-
perate to exhibit its newly-ac-
quired firepower and sophisti-
cated arms training. It was also
a clear message to the law en-
forcers that the militants can
strike back at the establish-
ment with vengeance,” the offi-
cial added.

The surprise strike has
made both the intelligence and |
security forces wary of further
attacks. “It is the handiwork of
the Ulfa-KLO combine,” said a
senior official.

“We fear that several highly-
trained members of these two
outfits are at large in Jalpaig-
uri and Cooch Behar districts.
According to our information,
the rebels have chalked out a se-
ries of deadly strikes. A 31-
member militant squad has
fanned out in the area. They are
holed up at different hideouts,”
he added.

Singh, too, is believed to
have entered north Bengal
from his Bhutan hideout at Tin-
tala after the arrest of Bharati.

The commander-in-chief
had reportedly planned last ev-
ening’s strike. Tom Adhikary,
as Singh is popularly known,
and his deputy Tushar are beli-
eved to have been in the squad.
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ELLIGENCE FAILURE LED TO KLO ATTACK: DM -

CPM threatens

e [WAM -

SILIGURV/JALPAIGURI, Aug. 18. — The CPI-
M’s Jalpaiguri district committee has threatened
retaliation a day after the KLO attack on the par-
ty’s Dhupguri zonal office.

The district committee secretary, Mr Manik
Sanyal, spoke of “jehad against the KLO”. “We
have tolerated their attacks so far. But the time has
come to retaliate ... If they are so inhuman, we will
answer them,” he said today.

The death toll in the attack has risen to ﬁve with
two more persons succumb- ‘
ing to injuries in North Ben-
gal Medical College and
Hospital. The condition of
party members Mr Bhabesh
Sarkar (at NBMCH) and
Mr Chandan Sarkar (at Par-
amount Nursing Home,
Siliguri) is serious,

The attack has- sent
shock waves through the
region, particularly among CPI-M members who
have been targets of the KLO — armed wing of the
KPP. Till now, However, the ultras were targeting
their victims in isolation. The Jalpaiguri DM, Dr
Subroto Gupta, admitted that “Intelhgence failure”
had led to the incident.

A 24-hour bandh has been called in Jalpaxgurx
and a 12-hour bandh in Cooch Behar tomorrow. In
Siliguri, the CPI-M district committee has called a
12-hour bandh tomorrow. The Darjeeling district
CPI has supported the bandh. “There are no words
to condemn the barbaric incident,” Mr Ujjal
Chowdhary, district CP1 secretary, said.

The chief minister has asked the DGP, Mr Dinesh
Bajpai, to visit the region tomorrow. Security has
been beefed up at the CPI-M office in Siliguri and

A 24-hourbandh has been
~ called in Jalpaigurianda
12-hour bandh in Cooch Behar
on Monday. In Siliguri, the
CPI-M district committee has
called a 12-hour bandh

back

the party held protest rallies at many places today
‘Mr Mridul Dey, CPI-M state committee mem-

.ber, and urban development .minister Mr Asok

Bhattacharya rushed to Dhupguri today. The town
wore a deserted look because of the bandh called
by the local CPI-M unit.

. According to eyewitnesses, yesterday’s opera-
tion lasted five minutes. The militants canie on bi-
cycles and fled through Surya Sen Colony. Inciden-
tally, the local police station is hardly 200 metres"
away from the party office.

Amid claims that the gunmen had fled to mili-

tant camps in Bhutan, a se-

nior police officer said six

KLO “linkmen” had been

detained for interrogation.

No arrests have been made -

so far. The commissioner

of Jalpaiguri division, Mr

- D Chakraborty, said a red
- alert has been sounded in
. Coocli Behiar and Darjeel-

ing and the Bhutan and-
Bangladesh borders are being monitored.

The Dhupguri CPI-M zonal committee secretary
and former forest minister, Mr Banamali Roy, ex-
pressed “security fears for the public”. The Jalpai-
guri superintendent of police, Mr SN Gupta, was
not avallable for comment. The DM expressed “sur-
prise” over the fact that the militants managed to
flee though they came on bicycles. “This despite the
police having cars.”

A high-level meeting was held at Writers’ Build-
ings today which was attended by Mr Bhupind
Singh, I-G (North Bengal), among others, adds
SNS from Kolkata. It was learnt that security will.
be beefed up in district committee .offices of the
CP1- M especially in North Bengal.

Photographs on page/6/
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Police fear for CPM

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, August 18

THE DHUPGURI attack
has sent shockwaves aro-
und not only CPI(M) party
offices in North Bengal but
also the State headquarters
at Alimuddin Street.

The police have beefed
up security at Alimuddin
Street as most party lead-
ers, including Chief Minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee, frequent this office. DC
(§B-1) Gaurav Dutt dis-
cussed the matter with
CPI(M) State secretary
Anil Biswas this morning.

By afternoon, three po-
licemen were seen guard-
ing the entrance to the par-
ty office in addition to the
usual police outpost in
front of the alley leading
to the headquarters.
Biswas, however, is not
keen on the increased se-
curity cover at the party
office. Instead, he wants to
keep faith in the people of
the locality, saying they

Anil Biswas
Banking on masses

are the ultimate security
against extremist forces.
“We have as many as
1,800 party offices spread
over the State. It won’t be
possible for the police to
provide security to all the
offices. They may beef up
security if they like but we
depend on people the most
because extremists have
very little mass support.

We will combat these

\q

forces po 1t1ca11y w1thou
any compromise,” Biswas
said. The party state sec-
retariat took stock of the
situation in an emergency
meeting today and called
upon partymen to thwart
such attempts with the
help of locals. “The police
have started combing op-
erations in the area. Direc-
tor General of Police Di-
nesh Vajpai is going to Jal-
paiguri to monitor the op-
erations,” Bhattacharjee
said after the meeting.

Biswas said the extrem-
ists often take shelter in
neighbouring Bhutan.
That is why Jalpaiguri has
always been a prime target
of extremists. Thirteen
party activists, including
two district committee
leaders, have been victims
of terror attacks in two
years.

“We urge the Centre to
take up the matter with
Bhutan because it is the ap-
propriate authority for
such cross-border talks.” he

9kt

said. The security person-
nel along the India-Bhutan
border in Jalpaiguri and
the subdivisions bordering
Assam have been alerted.

CPI(M) state committee
member Mridul De left for
Jalpaiguri today with a
string of political pro-
grammes against the at-
tack. The protracted pro-
gramme spread over a fort-
night will start with a 12-
hour bandh in Jalpaiguri,
Cooch Behar and Darjeel-
ing tomorrow and end
with a Left Front condo-
lence meeting at Dhupguri
on September 1. Mean-
while, the State party has
asked all party units to
keep their red flags at half-
mast and organise street
corners and rallies to mo-
bilise public opinion.

Other Left parties such
as the Forward Bloc and the
CPI(M-L) Liberation have
condemned the Killings.
State Bloc secretary Asoke
Ghosh has urged the police
tn he mare alert.

Telltale Ulfa signs in attack

Jaideep Mazumdar
Kolkata, August 18

SATURDAY’S ATTACK on
the CPI (M) zonal office at
Dhupguri was master-
minded and executed by a
31-member “action squad”
of the Kamtapuri Libera-
tion Organisation (KLO)
and bears the trademark of
an Ulfa operation.

The militants sneaked
into  Darjeeling from
Bhutan in the last week of
July. Intelligence agencies
had tipped off the State po-
lice on their movement and
alerted the State adminis-
tration to the possibility of
a strike on “soft targets”.

Senior officers of central
Intelligence agencies told
Hindustan Times that the
information about the en-
try of the KLO militants
was provided to the State
police in the first week of
August. “We also told police

Intelligence sources feel KLO couldn’t
have executed such an operation alone...
The Ulfa must have helped in planning
the operation and lent the arms

that these militants, who
received arms training at
Ulfa camps in Bhutan, were
spreading out into Jalpaig-
uri and Cooch Behar dis-
tricts, and were planning a
major operation,” a senior
Intelligence officer said.
“We had information that
the operation would be car-
ried out at a stronghold of
the KLLO and KPP”

Dhupguri is a KLO
stronghold.

Intelligence  agencies
are certain that the Ulfa
was involved in the opera-
tion. “This sort of opera-
tion could not have been
planned by just the KLO.
The Ulfa had, at the very

least, helped in planning
the whole operation and
must have also provided
strategic help,” the officer
said. The arms used for the
operation could have been
lent to the KLO by the Ulfa.

“There are a number of
Ulfa activists hiding in
Darjeeling, Cooch Behar
and Jalpaiguri. They were
definitely involved. Some
hitmen from Ulfa camps in
Bhutan may have accom-
panied the KLO action
squad,” he said.

Senior Army officers
who have traced the As-
sam-based militant outfit’s
organisational structure
and operations for years

say the operation smacks
of Ulfa’s involvement.
“This is exactly the way
the Ulfa used to carry out
strikes in Assam. The
modus operandi, from pre-
liminary reports and ob-
servations, is the same as
that of the Ulfa’s strikes at
Congress workers and of-
fices in Assam in the early
1990s or against the Asom
Gana Parishad later,” said
a senior officer who has
commanded counter-in-
surgency operations in As-
sam.

- That the whole operation
was well-planned and exe-
cuted with clockwork preci-
sion is evident, Intelligence
officers say. “The militants
knew a meeting was sched-
uled to be held at the CPI
(M) office. They chose the
day carefully—it was a
market day-—-and they
achieved their objective of
creating maximum panic.
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Aug. 17: In a daring strike at
dusk, Kamtapur Liberation Or-
ganisation (KLO) militants ar-
rived at the crowded CPM office
in Dhupguri on bicycles and
gunned down four senior leaders

before escaping on waiting .

motorcycles.

Fourteen CPM workers were
injured in the attack which pene-
trated the tight security cover
over Jalpaiguri. Sources said
the incident took place around
6.45 pm, when a meeting was on
in the office, located in Dhupguri
bazaar. Saturday being the week-
ly market day, the area was
crowded.

Quoting witnesses, the
sources said three militants,
armed with automatic weapons,
pedalled up to the front of the of-
fice, stormed in and opened fire
before escaping on three motor-
cycles that their colleagues were
waiting with.

Dhupguri zonal committee
members Gopal Chaki, Dulal
Roy, Gosai Sil and Ganesh Rai
were killed, CPM state secretary
Anil Biswas said. Chaki was also
the Jalpaiguri zilla parishad
member in charge of PWD. Un-
confirmed reports said at least
five CPM workers were killed.

Biswas blamed the KLO for
the “planned strike” and said the
party would hold statewide

protests tomorrow. A bandh has
been called in Jalpaiguri on
Monday.

Senior district police offi-
cials, including superintendent
of police Siddh Nath Gupta,
have rushed to the spot. The
area has been cordoned off.

The strike is significant in
the wake of intelligence reports
that a 31-member “action squad”
of KLO and the United Libera-
tion Front of Asom (Ulfa) mili-
tants had entered Jalpaiguri,
Cooch Behar and Darjeeling in
the first week of August.

The reports said the mili-
tants, armed with automatic
weapons, including AK-47 and

.AK-56 assault rifles and 9mm pis-

tols, had split into six groups and
fanned out in Jalpaiguri, Cooch
Behar and Darjeeling districts,
where they were planning a se-
ries of strikes.
" The attack follows the arrest
of Kamtapur Women Rights’
Forum chief Bharati Das, said to
be the fiancée of self-styled KLO
commander-in-chief Jeevan Sin-
gh, in the first week of August.
Police and security agencies had
been apprehensive that the KLO-
Ulfa combine would carry out a
series of retaliatory strikes.

Witnesses said KLO action
squad chief Joy Deb Roy .alias
Tom Adhikary, his deputy
Tushar Roy and Bijoy Roy alias
Kitab Das were among the
six involved in the attack. Ulfa

activists were also inwolved,
they added.
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