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Jayalalithaa withdraws

<, remarks against PM

NEW DELMI, NOV. 16. The Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter, Javalalithaa, today withdrew the critical re-
marks she made against the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, in the context of the Cauvery
issue,

In a letter to Mr. Vajpayee, she said that per-
sonally she had the greatest respect for the Prime
Minister and had full confidence in him and in
the Cauvery River Authority that he headed. She
said she had no intention to make insinuations
against him or the CRA and her remarks were
only intended to improve the conditions of the
farmers of Tamil Nadu when she had written the

\7\ Y
letter to him earlier this month.

She urged Mr. Vajpayee to ignore the com-
ments and treat them as withdrawn. During the
hearing on the Cauvery issue on Friday, the apex
court had expressed strong resentmeni over the
“insinuations” levelled by Ms. layalalithaa in her
letter to the Prime Minister on the functinning of
the CRA and asked her to withdraw them in four
days. Counsel for Tamil Nadu, K.K. Venugoepal,
immediately assured the court that the Chief
Minister would write w the Prime Minister
“spon” withdrawing the remarks against him and
expressing confidence in him. — PT1
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“Need for non-Cong.

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, SEPT. 2. Making clear
her intention of playing a bigger
role in national politics, the Ta-
mif Nadu Chief Minister and
AIADMEK  general secretary,
jayalalithaa, today called for a
non-BJP, non-Congress alterna-
tive at the Centre.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Ms, Javalalithaa said
the leaders of Opposition par-
ties such as the Rashtriya Janata
Dal, the CPI and the CP1 (M},
and the true followers of Nehru,
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gand-
hi, should not suppori the Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
for Prime Ministership. Asking
the Opposition leaders to-think
of an alternative to Ms. Gandhi,
she said she was prepared to
take the initiative.

Denying that the AIADMK
was moving closer 1o the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, Ms. [ayalalith-
aa sald she had criticised the
BJP on several issues, including
its decision of not accepting the
resignation of the Gujarat Chief
Minister, Narendra Modi, and
allowing Foreign Direct Invest-
ment in print media.

On the Cauvery issue, the

AIADMK  leader faulted the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, for calling for the work-
ing out of details of the pro-rata
sharing of distress by Septem-
ber 15. Insisting that the pro-
rata sharing of distress had al-
ready been worked out, she said
that at the meeting of the Cauv-
erv River Authority, the issue
was whether it was acceptabie
to Karnataka.

The fact that Mr. Vajpayee
had released his statement on
the issue within ten minutes of
her walking out of the meeting
showed that he had already
made up his mind that nothing
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qg%i)_ Id come out of the meeting
ahd that he had prepared the
statement in advance, she said.

On the efforts to secure the
release of the former Karnataka
Minister, H. Nagappa, she said
she was against any emissaries
being sent to the forest brigand,
Veerappan. However, the Tamil
Nadu Special Task Force would
fully cooperate with Karnataka
to nab Veerappan. As the fupi-
tive was operating in an area of
17,000 sq km, which was 17
times more than the area of op-
eraton of the LTTE chief, V.
Prabakaran, it was difficult to
nab him.

Ms. Jayalalithaa alleged that
Rs. 30 crores had been paid as
ransom on the Karnataka side
to obtain the release of the film
actor, Rajkumar, from Veerap-
pan two years ago. The Tamil
Nadu Government had no in-
formation on a second cassette
being sent by Veerappan.

Asked about the suggestion of
the PMK founder, S. Ramadoss,
that Veerappan be given general
amnesty, she said it amounted
to “treason.” Veerappan had
links with banned organisations
such as the LTTE, the TNLA, the
TNRT and the Tamilar Desiya

, non-gg Phgvltern%u’ve
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Iyakkam. The Government
would ook into the legal as-
pects of the issue before taking
action agaijnst the PMK feader.

Ms. Jayalalithaa also
launched another attack on So-
nia Gandhi over her “foreign
origin” issue saying that peaple
should not allow the country
fall into her clutches. Ms. Gand-
hi, who had not obtained Indian
citizenship until 1983, did not
have the basic qualifications of
“Jove and loyalty” for the coun-
try, she said adding that she was
prepared to travel the length
and breadth of the country
prevent Ms. Gandhi from be-
coming the Prime Minister,

The AIADMK leader said she
had boycotted the joint cam-
paign meeting with Ms. Gandhi
in August 1999 at Villupuram |

due to her reservations on the
“foreign origin'' issue. (At that
time, Ms. Javalalithaa had attri-
buted her absence to the defay
caused by the presence of
crowds along her campaign
route). Throughout the press
conference, Ms. Jayalalithaa re-
ferred to Ms. Gandbi as Antonia
Maino Gandhi, and pointed out
that Sonia was the name given
to her by Indira Gandhi.
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“Jaya slams Cong on
“i“letter of support’ -

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

| CHENNAL Aug. 31. — Miss
Jayalahtha today reiterated
5 that in her letter of support to
the Congress in 1999, she had
said the AIADMK would “ex-
l tend support to a government
to be formed by the Congress,
led by Mrs Sonia Gandhi”,
| and not a government “to be
l formed by Mrs Sonia Gandhi”.
' The Tamil Nadu chief min-
ister criticised the Congress
for releasing a copy of her
letter. In her two-page state-
a ment, she said; “This is total-
ly misleading and mali-
i cious.” Her stand that the
" ATADMK would not support
. the candidature of a “for-
! eigner” for the Prime Minis-
ter’s post has been “vindica-
ted”, she said. “People will
surer understand what is

meant here in aunambiguous
terms is that the ATADMEK
would extend support te a
government to be formed by
the Congress at the Centre.”
She expressed confidence
that the people would not be
“carried away by such spiteful
and naive attempts to deni-
grate her image and use it as
a ploy to capture power”. The
chief minister said she would
stand by her statement that
“it is a crying shame” and an
indicator of “moral bankrupt-
cy” on the part of the Con-
gress that it was projecting
Mrs Sonia Gandhi as the
prime minisierial candidate.
Miss Jayalalitha said that
in her 1999 letter she had
never said that her party
wanted Mrs Gandhi to be
the Prime Minister or that
the AIADMK would qupport

her candidature.

It is a known fact that a
particular party, which has
split ap into distinct identifi-
able units, is referred to by
the name of the person who
heads it. ‘Support to any of
the groups by a political par-
ty cannot be read as being
synonymoeus with accepting
its leader as the Prime Min-
ister.” She said: “T have allu-
ded 1o the Congress-1 as the -
Congress-I led by Mrs Sonia
Gandhi to identify the party"

as the one led by Mrs Sonia*

Gandhi. It does not mean I
supported her candidature
for prime ministership.”

“I have not misled the na-
tion ... [ have been very care-
ful in my choice of words and
extremely precise in what
my party wanted to convey
at that peint of time.”

THE STATESMANR
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MISS Jayalalitha said the
Congress was “misleading”
the nation by “deliberately
misinterpreting” her letter.
The letter was sent to the
President after she had
withdrawn support to the
BJP-led coalition. “My anxi-
ety at that time was to pre-
vent another election which
would mean unnecessary ex-
penditure and pohtlcal in-
saf@bility for the nation.”
:"Referring to Mr Jaipal Red-
&' stutement that her com-
ients ‘about - the Congress
chief were intended to free
herself from cases pending
against her, Miss Jayalali-
tha said the remarks were
“chnoxious” since it implied
that the Supreme Court was
amenable to pressure from
the ruling party. “This amo-
unts to contempt of court.”
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Chennai: Tamil Nadu ch1ef
minister

Jayaiahthma
on Sunday
condemned
the call given
by Pattali
MakEkal
Katehi (PME)
founder S. Ra-
madoss for the
bifwrcation of Tamil Nadu.

She termed it a dangerous
proposal to be rejected by all
right-thinking people.

In a strongly worded state-
ment, Ms Jayalalithaa said
Mr Ramadoss has revealed
his true colours as a sepa-
ratist by demanding the bi-
furcation of Tamil Nadu and
the carving out of the north-
ern districts where the Van-
nivar community is in the
majority Into a separate
state.

Ms Jayalalithaa accused
M. Karunanidghi (DMK
leader, Vaiko {(MOMEK
leader), Nedumaran (Tamil
National Movement and Mr
Ramadoss of having links
with the LTTE.

She said they wanted the
state to secede from India

J.Jayalalithaa

nd integrate with northem
Sri Lanka by allying them-
selves with the LTTE. How-

ever, this had been foiled by
the firm steps taken by her
government which had
banned the LTTE and its
proxy outfits and cracked

down on sup s Jike
Vaiko.
She denied Mr Ra doss's

charge and said three of her
Ministers, the ATADMEK chief
whip and maost of the party
MLAs belong to the most-
backward Vannivar commu-
nity She accused Mr Rama-
doss of indulging in un-
healthy politics of casteism.

Former chief minister and
DME leader K Karunanidhi
rejecied his party allyv’s call
for hifurcation and said Mr
Ramadoss's proposal was un-
accepiable and impractica-
ble.

“However, mere e‘{ples
sion of an opinion does not
deserve such all-round con-
demnation,” he said refer-
ring to criticisms voiced by
the Congress and other par-
ties. He appealed to Mr Ra-
madoss not fo pursue the is-
siie “as it may lead to danger-
Ous consequences’’.

THE TIMES OF iNDy.
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IN FORSAKIWG ITS own claim to the office of Lok
Sabha Speaker, lying vacant since the death of
G.M.C. Balayogi last March, the BJP has obvi-
ously been dictated by coalition imnperatives. But
the fact that a Shiv Sena nominee, Manohar
Joshi, has been picked for the prestigious office is
at once a cruel irony and, in a way, a challenge to
the very institution of Parliament and all the no-
ble democratic ideals it embodies. First for the
irony pari. The primary avowed reason for the
Telugu Desam Party not reclaiming the post —
despite repeated feelers from the BiP leadership
in Government — is Chandrababu Naidu’s dis-
pleasure, if not resentment, with the Centre over
its response to the Gujarat carnage, more specifi-
cally its refusal to move against the Chief Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi. And now the baton of
Speakership has been passed on to the nominee
of a party that backs Mr. Modi and his revengeful
anti-minority offensive to the hilt; not surprising,
though, given the Shiv Sena's shared ideclogical
plank with the RSS. What the BjP has done is to
deliver a resounding snub to the TDP and vet the
latter, as it turned out, has seconded the nomi-
nation of Mr. Joshi.

As for the other part impinging on parliamen-
tary democracy-related concerns, the Shiv Sena’s
supremo, Bal Thackeray, has made iiitle attempt
to conceal the utter contempt he had for govern-
ance by people’s elected representatives and for
such liberal concepts as the rule of law, secular-
ism and pluralism that are the defining principles
of India’s Constitution-ordained democratic pol-
ity. It is no secret that Mr. Thackeray, an un-
abashed votary of authoritarian ways, found the
democratic processes and institutions useful on-
ly to the limited extent of gaining control aver the
levers of ‘power’ and that he remote-controlled
them wherever and whenever his party hap-
pened to acquire access, be it at the local, State or
Central level. Consider also the brazenness with

which Mr. Thackeray mounted an inflammatory
communal campaign to the point of attracting
disenfranchisement by the Election Commission.
As for Mr. Joshi himself, his talk of establishing
the “first Hindu State” in Maharashtra was raised
in an unsuccessful election petition. Nothing
could be a greater insult to the cherished demo-
cratic values than vesting a Shiv Sainik with the
authority of presiding over the nation’s highest
legislative body. At another level, it amounts to
conferring more legitimacy on an anti-democrat-
ic and communal outfit with a divisive agenda.

The BJP leadership has of course gone through
the motions of consultation with the NDA con-
stituents and the major Opposition parties this
time around, unlike in 1998 when it resorted to
murky backroom manipulations before nominat-
ing the TDP's Balayogi in a coup-like operation,
and Mr. Joshi is all set to get elected uncontested.
[t has indeed been a convention that the Speaker
{or Chairman) is from the ruling party or coalition
and that the choice be made through a process of
consensus among different political segments of
the House. But these virtues stand seriously un-
dermined in the present case and, as such, an
open contest, even in the face of a certain defeat
because of the numerical superiority enjoyed by
the ruiing establishment, would have been in or-
der. In this sense, by adopting a hands-off ap-
proach in the name of upholding a convention
and by not forcing a contest, the Opposition has
failed to root for a vital democratic principle. To
his credit, it must be said, Mr. Joshi, now Union
Minisier for Heavy Industiy, has good parliamen-
tary and administrative experience, having also
had a stint as Chief Minister of Maharashtra for
over four years, and this should stand him in good
stead while carrying out the onerous duties of his
new assignment. One hopes Mr. Thackeray does
not, true to style, start functioning as a 'remote
control’ vis-a-vis Mr. Joshi, the Speaker.

e

10 Mar 20



e

THE DECISION AT last by the leaders of the Ta-
mil Maanila Congress (TMC) to effect a merger
into the Congress is indeed a reflection of a ma-
ture reaction on their part to the inescapabie
ground realities in Tamil Nadu. It may be true
that the announcement, in a sense, was only a
formality atter the discussions between the TMC
chief, G. K. Vasan, and the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi's aide and AICC secretary (in-
charge of Tamil Nadu affairs), Ramesh Chennith-
ala, during the past couple of months, Mr. Vasan,
it may be recalled, had also met Ms. Gandhi dur-
ing this period and his own election to the Rajya
Sabha, which was made possible only because
his candidature was endorsed by the Congress
(as also by the Left parties), was a clear signal that
the two parties were coming together. But then,
Mr. Vasan's insistence through this period that
he would take a final decision on the metger only
after elaborate consultaiions with his party’s
ranks did suggest that the actual merger could
take longer. The TMC chief, after all, could not
have glossed over the concerns within his ranks
particularly over the manner in which those
holding positions in the party organisation were
going to be accommodated in the Jarger set-up.

The joint declaration now, after a meeting of
the leaders of the TMC and the Tamil Nadu unit
of the Congress (with representatives of the AICC
establishment too participating in it}, does con-
vey the impression that such issues have been
settled. This, however, cannot be taken as the
final settlement. There are the feuds among the
various “important” leaders within the TNCC es-
tablishment marked by frequent instances when
one or the other of them rushes to the high com-
mand seeking a change of leadership in the State.
The State unit president, E.V.K.5. Elangovan, has
been the target of attack by the several past presi-
dents of the TNCC and his efforts to steer the

A REALISTIC MOVE ; o€ (

party out of the AJADMK fold has met with con-
certed resistance from them. The AICC establish-
ment too has refused to come out cleatly on this
and this has encouraged a whole iot of leaders in
the Tamil Nadu unit to carry on with their inner
party struggle. That the TMC too is niot free trom
this probiem is a fact that Mr. Vasan as well as the
AICC. cannot gloss over. While it remains o be
seen whether those in the TMC, particularly a
number of those elected to the $tate Assembly
(when the TMC was an ally of the AIADMEK), will
go as far as to defy Mr. Vasan when the merger is
formalised, the fact remains that there are a num-
ber of TMC MLAs who do not appreciate the idea
of joining the ranks of the Congress Legislature
Party particularly as long as the Congress unit in
Tamil Nadu persists with the idea of forging a
third front in the State.

Be that as it may, despite the party organisation
that the TMC can claim to have in the State even
at this stage, the fact is that Mr. Vasan is in no
position to sustain the structure in the same way
as his father, (i. K. Moopanar, could. Mereover,
the TMC organisation was even otherwise being
prepared by Moopanar for a merger. This was the
context in which Mr. Vasan inherited the mantle
and in this sense he was in no position to reverse
the trend. Apart from these factors, the ease with
which the DMK and the AJADMK were walking in
and out of the BJP-led alliance in the past few
vears had certainly created a situation where
there was very little scope for the TMC 1o enter
into a lasting political alliance cornmitted to plu-
ral values. All these had rendered the TMC's
merger into the Congress inevitable. While the
merger now seems imminent, the leaders on both
sides (particularly the Congress high command)
will serve the party's cause better only if they
make clear the strategy in the days to come vis-a-
vis the DMK and the ATADMK in the State.



'MDMK to challenge Vaiko’s

By I. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, JULY 20. The MDMK has decided tw
move the Supreme Court either on Tuesday or
Wednesday challenging the arrest of its leader,
Vaiko, MP, by the Tamil Nadu Government under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA).

The two MDMK Ministers in the Union Cabi-
net, M. Kannappan and Gingee Ramachandran,
who had extensive consultations with the former
Union Law Minister, Arun Jaitley and other legal
luminaries, are convinced that there was "patent
illegality” in the arrest of Mr. Vaiko (on July 11)
based on a non-bailable warrant (NBW) and his
subsequent remand till August 7. The petition
will assail the FIR, the NBW and the remand.

It 1s also being explored whether an applica-
tion to grant bail to Mr. Vaiko to enable him to
attend the current Parliament session could be
filed along with the main petition.

According to MDMK sources, the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, who met Mr, Vaiko,
is understood to have impressed on him the need
w Lackle the issue through legal means apart
from fighting it out politically.

The Tamil Nadu Government registered an FIR
against Mr. Vaiko and eight others under Section
21 {2y and 21 (3) of POTA, Section 13 (1) {a) of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, besides IPC
Sections 109 and 120-B.

According to the FIR, Mr. Vaiko’s speech at the
public meeting in Thirumangalam near Madurai
on June 29, extending open support to LTTE, a
banned organisation, attracted the provisions of
POTA.

Legal flaws

' However, according to legal opinion, no
- grounds exist for registration of a case for mere
“verbal support” 10 a banned organisation with-
"+ out any overt or covert violent activity to further
J the cause of the outfit. Further, by no stretch of
| imagination, a political meeting organised by a
| political party can be construed as one organised

! to extend support to a banned organisation.
Also, the Madurai judicial Magistrate is not
 vested with the jurisdiction to issue a NBW
’ against Mr. Vaiko as under POTA, all cases are to
be tried by a special court and the judge has to be

-arrest in Supreme“&og\rg

an additional sessions or a sessions |
who has been a sessions judge.

The “illegality” is further compounded as the
remand was made by a magistrate, who was not
vested with the jurisdiction.

Also, a magistrate cannot make a remand ex-
ceeding 14 days but in the case of Mr. Vaiko, he
has been remanded for 28 days till August 7. Ac-
cording to the opinion, vesting of jurisdiction by
the subsequent creation of a special court cannot
have retrospective effect.

It will be interesting 1o note that in October
last, the Supreme Court had the occasion to de-
cide on the question of jurisdiction of a court to
order remand — in the case of 'State of Tamil
Nadu vs Paramasiva Pandian’.

In this case, the accused were facing charges
under the Essential Commedities Act and offenc-
es under this Act were dealt by a special court
constituted for this purpose. But as the EC Act
ceased to exist, the accused were remanded by a
court under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act.

When the three accused challenged their re-
mand, the Madras High Court held that their de-
tention was illegal as the NDPS court was not a
validly constituted court to deal with offences un-
der the EC Act and, therefore, the proceedings
were without jurisdiction. The court ordered
them to be released on bail forthwith. The Tamil
Nadu Government preferred an appeal in the Su-
preme Court against this judgment.

Agreeing with the findings of the High Court,
the apex court held that accepting the contention
of the State that the NDPS5 court could also exer-
cise jurisdiction to deal with offences under the
EC Act would be contrary to the scheme of things
under the Criminal Procedure Code.

Citing this direct case, it is pointed out that
when once a law rnandates a particular proce
dure, it cannot be circumvented by other means.
When the additional sessions or sessions judge
alone has the jurisdiction to deal with POTA
cases, the two magistrates in Madurai, by grant-
ing NBW and ordering a remand, have exceeded
their jurisdiction. The MDMK leaders are, there-
fore, confident that there are ennough grounds to
persuade the court to sct aside the FIR.

ge or one
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~All set for Valko arrest

By 5. Vijay Kumar‘i“) i

MADURAI, JULY 10. The stage is set
for the arrest of the MDMK gen-
eral secretary and Sivakasi MP,
Vaiko, under the Prevention of
Terrorism Acl (POTA}. A special
team led by the Madurai Super-
intendent of Police, Ayushmani
Tiwari, and the DSP (Investiga-
tion Officer), Karnan, reached
Chennai today to execute the

warrant
" dguinst Mr, Vaiko on his arrival
at the airport from the United
States via Mumbai.

According to police sources,

arrest

Mr. Vaiko would be arrested
and brought to a Tirumangalam
court heie by road tomorrow
around 11 p.m.

On remand te judicial custo-
dyv, he will be lodged at the
Madurai central prison. Soon
after Mr, Vaiko is taken into cus-

; tody, the Lok Sabha Speaker

[

.

would be m ormed -

Elaborate security arrange~
ments have been made in the
southern districts. While pre-
ventive arrests started this eve-
ning, police ensured tght
security at the Tirumangalam
taluk police station and the
court premises.

“We have alerted all the SPs
in the south zone to enhance
bandobust in sensitve pockets
where the party (MDMK) has a
strong presence.

Two companies of the Tamil
Nadu Special Police will be de-
ploved in Virudhunagar district
(where ‘the Sivakasi Lok Sabha
constituency is located) as a
precautionary measure,” the In-
spector-General (South Zone),
T. Rajendran, told The Hindu.

The first MP 1o face arrest un-
der POTA, Mr. Vaiko has been
accused of making a pro-LTTTL
speech at a meeting at Tiru-
mangalam on June 29. Since
certain portions of his speech
were found (o “endanger the
nation’s security and integrity”,
police registered cases against
Mr, Vaiko and eight others un-
der various sections of POTA,
the Unlawful Activities {Preven-
tion) Act, 1967 and the IPC.

Police made frantic efforts to
secure non-bailable warrants
immediately after the cases
were registered but since the
regular judicial magistrace, S.
Venkatachalapathi, was not
available, the issue got deferred
till Monday.

Shortly after issuing an NBW
against Mr. Vaiko on Tuesday,
the magistrate is said to have

: sources said.

procee ed on leave,

Meanwhile, police have initi-
ated steps for the formation of a
special court in Madurai 1o pur-
sue the proceedings under P()-
Ta.

Qur Chennai Special

Correspondent reports:

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter, Jayalalithaa, held discus-
sions with the Chief Secretary,
Sukavaneshwar, the Home Sec-
retary, Naresh Gupia. and the

MDMK Ministers

to be present

By Our Special
correspondent

CHENNA!L, JULY 10. The MTXMK
Ministers in the Union
Cabinel, Gingee
Ramachandran and M. .
Kannappan, are expected to
be here with Mr. Vaiko at
the time of his arrest,

Meanwhile, a PT1 report
from Delhi quoted Mr. !
Ramachandran as saying
that over 20,000 volunteers
would throng the
Meenambakkam airport
when Mr. Vaiko arrives
tomorrow. However, the
MDMEK would not seek the
Centre’s intervention to
avert Mr. Vaiko’s arrest, he
said.

Director-General of Police, B.P.
Nailwal, on the sifuation arising
out of the decisjon to arrest Mr.
Vaiko.

BHE HINDU
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“Eight Vaiko men

held under

LA

Statesman News Service

CHENNAL July 9. — Eight
members of the MDMK, an
NDA constituent, were arrested
today under Pota for making pro-
LTTE speeches at a rally in Thir-
umangalam near Madurai on
29 June.

This is the first case of Pota
being invoked i Tamil Nadu.
The eight have been remanded in
judicial custody.

Thirumangalam judicial mag-
istrate Mr § Venkatachalapathy
issued non-bailable warrants
against them on Monday. The
magistrate is reportadly consult-
ing the Lok Sabha Speaker about
MDMK chief Mr Vaiko, an MP,
who too had made pro-LTTE
speeches. A senior official, how-
ever, said the magisirate had to
unly inform the Speaker about is-
suing the warrant and need not
seek his permission.

Mr Vaiko is now in Chicago
and is [ikely 1o return on 11 July.
He described the arrests as “re-
pression let loose by the fascist
Jayalalitha regime”, In a state-
ment, issned by the pariv, e said:
“Vinasha kaaley viparcetha budhi,

Pota
905 0P g

The arrests were atmed at stran-
gulating the voice of democracy.”
He said he would return 10 the
city us scheduled.

The MBMK party presidium
chairman, Mr L. Ganesan, has
called on party workers to reach
Chennai in large numbers to
greet Mr Vaiko. He arged them
to remain calm, I Mr Vaiko was
arrested, he said, the party
would demonstrate peacefuily
front of all taluk and district
headquarters on 12 July.

NDA pariners and allies have
accused the chief minister of
indulging in political witch-hunt.
Questions are being raised why
Miss Jayalalitha had not arres-
ted Mr Vaiko or leaders of other
pro-LTTE outfits, such as her
friend and Dravidar Kazhagam
[eader Mr K WVeeramani. Per-
haps what had irked Miss Jaya-
lalitha was Mr Vaiko challenging
Pota publicly at a rally, sources
close 1o Miss Javalalitha said.

While the BJF has come out
in supportt of Mr Vaiko, who has
been a “trusted” ally, state offi-
cials said the Centre had washed
its hands of the issue on the
ground that law and order was a

state subject. /
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No solution

™
HT Correspondents A
New Dellvi Srinagrar, October 13

GOVERNMENT  FORMATION
efforts in Jammu and Kashmir
took a new turn late tonight with
the PDI insisting on Chiet AMin
istership of a new coalition gov
ernment and its potential ally
Congress making it clear thut
"nothing has been tinalised” on
the tie-up.

The NC toois likely to spring a
surprise by (hrowing its hat in
the ring even as J&K Governor
GC Saxena has asked the Con-
gress, PIDP and NC to meet him
hetore Tuesday to discuss the
formation of a Government.

NC insiders sayv the NC is in
close contact with some rebel
members who fought against the
official candidates and woi,

The Congress, with 21 mem-
bers, is the second largest party
The PDP has 16 members. The
Congress and PDP claim that
they will form the Government
jointly with support from Inde-
pendent MLAS.

PDP chief Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, who met Congress presi-
dent Sonia (Gandhi vesterday
and this evening, told her that "1t
is very important that his party
should lead the government.”

But Congress think-tank Mun-
mohan Singh, after today’'s meet
ing, said: “Nothing has bheen fi-
nalised yet.”

He announced that the nowly-
elected party MLAs will meet in
Srinagar tomorrow afternoon
where their views will be ascer-

W R4 A \U
tained on the PDP dqmand.

Senior NC leader Gaulam Mo
hiuddin Shah, however, said it
was constitutional duty of the
GGovernor to invite his party to
form the Governmenl. Asked if
the NC would stake claim, Shah
evaded g direel answer bat said i
Panther's Party can stake claim
with just four MLAS, “why should-
n't we? We have 28 niembers.”

He indicated that his party
was in touch with the Indepen-
dents. “Many of them are our
rebel members. After ail they are
our men.” he said.

And the Independents too are
thinking twice 1 view of the
fissures between the PPDP and
the Congress over the Chief Min-
ister's post and other con-
tentious issues like dishanding
of the Special Operation Group,
annulment of Pota, release of
militants and withdrawal of the
Disturbed Areas Act.

They would like now to wait
instead of rushing to offer their
suppert to any group. The Con-
gress, according to sources, is
willing to sit in the Opposition
but will not compromise on is-
sues that can affect its prospects
in the nine States, including Gu-
jarat, Rajasthan and Himachal
Pradesh, where elections would
be due over the next one year,

The PDP fears that if the par-
ty wilts under pressure from the
Congress on these contentious
issues it could lose the bhase it
has built over the past three
yvears. Party sources said the
PDP would much rather sit in

the Opposition. .
Today, the Governor in his
communications o NC chief
Omar Abdullah and his Con-
gress and PDP counterparts
Ghulam Nabi Azad and Mufti
Mohammmad Sayeed had ob-
served that time was ol para-
mount importance as the cur-
rent Assembly’s life was expir-

yet, PDP wants CM post

ing on the 17th of this month,

There was a constitutional
need to furm the Government he-
fore that as the Stato might oth-
crwise come under Governor's
rile, Saxend added.

He has already had talks with
legal experts regarding Govern-
ment tormation and the alierna-
rives open to him if no party or

AFP
Faroog Abdullah with son Omar before a crucial meeting of the NC working committee in Srinagar on Sunday.

group comes forward with ade-
quate numbers to stake a claim.
But the sources stressed that
this must not be scen as an ini-
tiative to ask any of the three
pariles w form the Government,
“These are exploratory talks he
wants to have with leadoers of the
three main parties,” Raj Bhawan
sources told Hindustan Times.



tightrope on

HT Correspondent H«i /C\
Netw Delhi, July 5 [

THE BJP today reacted cautions-
1y to the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment's decision to arrest
MDMEK leader Vaiko under the
provisions of Peta.

Party spokesman Arun Jaitley
reiterated Deputy Prime Minis-
ter L K Advani’s line saying that
the matter was a concern of the
State Government and the Cen-
tre here had no role to play He,
however, added that a mere state-
ment or speech without any oth-
er accompanying facts did not
“warrant” the use of Pota.

Jaitley said Vaike in his sub-
sequent statements had clarified
that he had made the remarks
supporting LTTE in the context
of the condition of Tamils in Sri
Lanka and not with reference to
Tamil Nadu.

“The provisions of Pota are
very clear as to who comes under
its purview and who does nat. It
is now for the investigating agen-
cies to determine, an the basis of
available evidence, as to whether
or not Vaiko’s remarks invite ac-
tion under Pota,” the party
spokesman emphasised. The
BJP obviously does not wish to
antagonise AIADMK chief Jay-
alalithaa on the issue, as she has
offered crucial support to it on
several issues in Parliament.

Tamil Nadu BJP general secre-
tary L Ganesan, however; said th-
ough his party ideologically dif-
fered with the MDMEK on LTTE, it
would support Vaiko within the
parameters of law, sinee he had
stood by the BJP and the NDA
during difficult times.

Meanwhile, the Congress has
termed MDME chief Vaikos
stand on the terrorist outfit as a
“huge irregularity” and supported
Tamil Nadu Chief MinisterJ Jay-
alalithaa's views in this context.

Replying to gueries on the
Congress stand on issuing war-

aiko arrest,
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AFP PHOTO
A man walks by a poster of Vaiko
in Chennai on Friday.

rants against Vaike for his re-
cent “pro-LTTE” comments at a
public meeting, party spoke-
sman S Jaipal Reddy said: “Our
views on Vaike are no different
from that of Jayalalithaa.”

Terming his reaction as purely
“political”, Reddy said the Con-
gress has not taken any position
on the applicability of Pota. “We
are not the people to take a legal-
istic view,” he said, while evading
the question whether the party
supported selective use of the
draconian law. However, he re-
minded that the Congress had ve-
hemently opposed the legislation
even during the joint sitting of
toth Houses of Parliament.

After a meeting of the party’s
top leaders, the MDMK reiterated
its support for the LTTE's strug-
gle for the Tamils. It said the FIR
against Vaike was aimed at di-
verting people’s attention from
the failure of the Jayalalithaa
Government in solving the peo-
ple's problems., Party chairman L
Ganesan said the MDMEK's sup-
port to the LTTE was for its strug-
gle in SriLanka and “if they take
up arms in India we'll be the firsc
to oppose them.”

r
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",No role for ‘observers’: Omar

& 9( ¢ "By Amit Baruah ‘-“) [ y\

| NEW DELHI, AUG. 8. The Minister of %tate fbr Ex-
| ternal Affairs, Omar Abdullah, today said “ob-
“servers” were free to travel to Jammu and
\ Kashmir for the Assembly elections and draw
| their own conelusions about the polls. They
i would, however, not have any formal role.
i Speaking to this correspondent today, M. Ab-
" dullah said the international interest in the elec-
| tions was an indicator of the “intensive
I diplomatic activity” that had been going on from
| South Block to inform the international commu-
‘ nity about the relevance of India’s position on the
} polls.
J Downplaying the international angle, he said
that at the end of the day no matter what the
intgrnational community may or may not say,
these werte internal Indian elections. “They might
have important international implications, but
they still are our domestic clections, We have to
handle them that way.”

Asked about the outside presence during the
palls, he said: “1 expect to have a much higher
presence of media... given the kind of statements
that have emerged from London., Washington
and other capitals.” Mr. Abdullah said these “ob-
servers” were free to come on tourist visas, have a
look at the election and draw their own conclu-
sions. There will, he said, be a presence of most of
the major embassies in Kashmir during the polls.

On the issue of Governor’s rule being imposed
before the elections, the National Conference
chief said that if the Hurrivat announced that it
was ready 1o contest the polls under Governor's

_*_7777777*77’-4

THE Hmary e

rule then he had “no problem” and would take
the matter to his party. Asked whether he would
be moving to Srinagar after the polls, Mr. Ab-
dullah said his name had been circulating as a
candidate brut no decision had been taken so far.

Later, addressing a meet-the-press function
organised by the Indian Women’s Press Corps, he
said the Jethmalani initiative to discuss the Kash-
mir issue was a “little late” in coming. He said
international pressure was being brought to bear
on the Hurrivat not to issue a poll boycott call
while the Pakistan-based United Jehad Council
was being told not to scuttle the poll process. The
State Government, he said, wanted the deploy-
ment of more forces, but did not want the Army
ty he moved in from the Line of Control as this
would send a wrong message to Pakistan about
meeting India’s core concerns about ending
cross-horder terrorism.

He said the next round of talks between the
National Conference and the BIP leader, Mr.
Arun Jaitley, would be held shortly. Mr. Jaitley, he
said, would visit Srinagat.

About the National Conference Government,
he said it was not a "perfect one”, but there was a
sea change in the law and order situation. Asked
about his not being “in touch” with Kashmir, Mr.
Abdullah shot back that the coming elections
would demonstrate whether he was “in touch” or
not. Stating that he was not prone to making false
promises or tall claims, Mr. Abdullah pointed to
his security restrictions as far as going to the peo-
ple was concerned. It was, he said, a stark choice
between staying alive and staying among the
people.



-Omar accuses RSS

0 toemg Paklstan line

| WwNew Delhi ,,‘ ’
G 7JUU

ewly- appom[ed presi-
dent of National Confer-
ence Omar Abdullah on

Sunday asked organisations like
the RSS and VHP to stap toeing
Pakistani line by favouring divi-
sion of Jammu and Kashmir and
said such a stand wouid have in-
ternational repercussions,

“We have to be very cautious
while dealing with Jammu and
Kashmir, Such statements im-

| plied that the RSS and VHP were

actually following the two-na-

* tien theory of Mohammed Al
. Jinnah,” Mr Omar said .

Mr Omar, who is the minister
of state for exiernal aflairs, said
his party was not against healthy

| opposition. “Opposition on gen-

uine matters always acts as a cat-
alyst in speedy development, but
opposition for the sake ol opposi-
tion has always been disastrous,”
the Unien minister said. He said
such statements about the divi-
sivn af the state should be viewed
asa conspiracy against the sover-
cignty of the country.

He said his party had been
struggling for the last six yearsto
bring the state Lo normalcy and
instead of extending a helping
hand, organisations are issuing
su.ch statements,

Ak

Parapise Lost: Shikaré§ await passengers on the banks of Dal Léke in

Srinagar on Sunday. The hoats remain mostly idle as tourists have
avoided Kashmir since insurgency began in 1989. — AFP

Tailking on autonomy, Mr
Omar said: "My party is firm on
the idea of more powers to the
slate, Weare not rigid toa partic-
ular position like pre-1953 but
would prefer a healthy discussion
on the issue with the Centre that
could eventually lead to a solu-
tion."On human right vivlations
in the state by the security agen-
cies, Mr Omar said he was in
touch with the state adminisra-
tion and police on the issue. “Hu-
man rightsis a majorissue formy
party and we will leave no stene
unturned to address the issue.”
he said and added “some plans
are being worked out, which will

be shared with the press once
they were formalised.”

On his plans to revamp the

party and enlorce some organisa-
tienal changes, he said: ~As of
now nothing drastic is going to
1ake place but some disciplinary
action might be taken against
some party workers.”

Arnidst growing threat percep-
tion to his life from Pakistan-

backed militants, Mr Car said:

“Narional Conference is a party.
which has seen its cadres being
wiped out by militants offand on.
Iam not scared ol that. [ will con-
tinue to lead my warkers front

the frontas belore.” —}B
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Farooq hands baton to Omar

Crown with cry
of autonomy

FROM MUKHTAR AHMAD

Srinagar, June 23: The crown
passed from a father to a son
for the second time in Kash-
mir’s first family as Farooq
Abdullah handed the baton
to son Omar in the race to ac-
quire autanomy for the state,
but the 21 years between one
caranation and another
showed up a political dy-
nasty in unking light.

“There will be no peace in
the siate {ill vou (the Centre)
give autonomy to Jammn and
Kashmir and Ladakh,” Farooqg,
anointing his 32-vear-ald son
the next National Conference
chief, said.

Taking charge months bheiore
the state gaes to polls, Omar
vowed to soldier on, declaring
that autonomy was not an empty
slogan.

Faroog hugged his son rep-
eatetly and placed his black cap
on Omar’s head. Outside the hea-
vilv-guarded Sher-i-Kashmir cri-
cket stadium, fwoe rifle grenades
fired by militants exploded.

In 1981, at Farpog's corona-

ion by Sheikh Abdidlah, people
had foneed on the erreets of Sri-
nagar through the day and night,
Todav’s ceremopny was attended
by 8,000 delegates and many. if
net the majority, of them were
from ouiside the Valley.

Twentv-one years ago, people
showered petals on new leader
Farcog along the route fram
Mujahid Manzil, the party head-
quarters in dewntown Srinagar
to Ighal Park. Ringed by the iron
curtain of security, Omar wasoff
limits to the peopie.

To National Conference lead-
ers, it was still 4 historic ocea-
sion. And the parry was daing its

Faroog puts his cap on son Omar's head at the ceremony. (Reuters)

best to rediscover its moorings
as top minisiers, bureancrats,
police officers and delepates
sang v nne voice: “Lehkraa ai
K .mm ©kay jhanday (Flutter
high the L of Kashmiry” after
Yaroug howied the party's red
der emhlazoeed with a plough.
Vo .+ emotional Kash-
reonveyed the mes-
sarty bad not given
devacd for autonommy
Over aseaol red lags being wav-
erl by the gathering, the song ro-
s&: “Harso lehray hardem lehray
weha gavoamat paiham [ahroy
¢Flutter O Kastunir flag in ali di-
riections, all the time and contin-
ue to fiutter till dootmnsday).”
Later, the National Confer-
ence passed a resolution saving
the Centre's “unilateral and ar-
bitrary” rejection of the antono-
my resolntion passed by the As.
sembly i 2000 had sent “nega-
tive slgnals about the legitimacy
oi our democratic svstem”,
Faroosg tald the delegates:

V.
A

i
Sa

“We were promised autonomy
and former Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao even went 1o the
extent of sayihg that the ‘sky
was the limit",”

It was a reminder to his ally
in Delhi, Atal Bihari Vaipayee,
that a Congress Prime Minister
had gone a long way bevond
what this government was will-
ing to concede, The Vajpayee
government hagd dismissed the
antonomy demand, bus later in-
dicated that it was willing {0 dis-
cuss the issue.

There has been speculation
about Farooq bowing out of poli-
tics altogether and the chief
minister strengthened such ex-
pectations a5 he bade farewell to
the delegates, saying “khoda
hafiz” thrice as tears streaked
down his cheeks,

He leaves behind a legacy
Omar might find more a burden
than a blessing with the Nation-

al Conference having hit the

nadir of its popularitv,

TME TELEGRAPY
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SRINAGAR, June 21. — Two
days ahead of becoming the
National Conference president,
Mr Omar Abdullah today
criticised the Cenire for “igno-
ring” Mr Faroog Abdullah’s
vice-presidentiat aspirations and
treating “his father shabbily”.
“To accept that the man will take
anything that you throw at him
like a grateful dog waiting for
scrap is to add salt to the wounds
you (the Centre) have inflicted.”
The remarks were made at an
extraordinary session of the party.
Mr Abdullah said his father
had been “used” during times,
when the situation was difficult.
“He represented the country at
the Geneva Commission where
he negated the Pakistani
propaganda single handedly.”

ignoring

Omar
q.pF

After the nomination of Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam, Mr Faroog
Abduliah had himself said that
his chances to become the Vice-
President were bleak.

The BJP today took exception
to Mr Omar Abdullah’s criticism
of the Centre and said Mr
Abdullah was always given due
importance as a seniot leader.

“As a minister, he (Mr Omar
Abdullah) should not have ma-
de such a statement. Rather he
should have discussed this in the
Cabinet or at the NDA ‘meet-
ing,” the BIP spokesman said.
Cong reaction: The Congress
today said Mr Omar Abdullah’s
remarks were “unfortunate™ as
these had come at a time when
the country was “unitedly”
waging a war against cross-
border terrorism, adds a report
from Delhi.

- T
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SRINAGAR JUNE 12. The Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Fa-
rooq Abdullah, has resigued as
president of National Confer-
ence (NC) clearing the decks for
the election of the Union Minis-
i ter of State for External Affairs,
| Omar Abdullah, as the new
. president.
Dr. Abdullah, who took over
as the party president in 1980
from his father, the late Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah, ten-
dered his resignation to the par-
.y general secretary, Sheikh
i Nazir Ahmed. "1 have accepted
{ his resignation and the senior
| vice president of the party, Chu-
[ ni Lal Khajuria, has taken over
| as the working president,” Mr.
Nazir said. The election process

By Shujaat Bukhari

has begun and the party presi-

P ——

dent, in dccordance with the
constitution, has to step down
15 days before a new president
is elected. The senior NC leader
and Housing Minister, Mohiud-
din Shah, has been appointed
the Returning Officer.

Dr. Abdullah in his resigna-
tion letter said: “‘In the light of
the decision taken by the party
working commitiee in April that
the leadership be transferred to
new generation, I hereby tender
my resignation respecting the
decision. It is, therefore, re-
quested that I may be relieved
of my responsibilities as presi-
dent of the party.”

Mr. Nazir, however, took ex-
ception to reports in a section of
media that Mr. Omar was being
“crowned as the party
president.”

“It is not a coronation cere-

resigns W@é’ﬁ@ chief

mony but a democratic process
which is going to take place in
accordance with the direction
of the Election Commission of
India,”” he said, adding that the
NC was a recognised party and
“we have to follow the rules and
elect our president under the
relevant sections of our party
constitution.”

About 8,000 general council
members and delegates will at-
tend the convention when the
election will take place and June
23 has been notified as the date
for the elections. Mr. Omar will
be filing his nomination papers
later this week and is likely to be
elected unopposed. He, howev-
er, will continue as a Centrai
Minister as his father as Chief
Minister, at least till the elec-
tions to Assembly are held in
October, party sources said.

13 jur2m
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NC looking for better

representation at the
Centre, says Omar |

NEW DELHI: Minister of state
for external affairs, Omar
Abdullah, on Sunday justified his
resignation offer on the Gujarat
issue, but said it should nout be seen
as an end of ties between tis party,
the National Conference, and the
NDA, as his party was in fact press-
ing for better representation at the
centre,

“In the NDA, we are working
under a common minimum pro-
gramme and any issue beyond that
has to be weighed by each individ-

“ual constituent of the alliance at

their own level,” Abdullah said.

On the perception that his resig-
nation was a drama to address bis
pofitical rivals i Jarmrou and
Kashmir, he said “Tn politics, critics
will always exist. But [ only wish if
there would be constructive criti-
cism. “My resignation was not
linked to parting of ways with the
NDA government, it was to regis-
ler our party’s dissent over the
continuedd violence in the state,”
Abdullah said.

However, being a part of the
government and still abstaining
irom the “vote did not go well with
me and bence 1 offered my resig-
nation, not once but twice.”

Abdullah made it clear that even
il his resignation was accepted, hig
party would continue to remaim in
the NDA. “In fact, our party which
has five members in the Lok
Sabha, has been asking for a better

\

7

4G

representation in the alliancd gov-
erminent at the centre.”

Asked to confim reports that
his resignation offer had been
turned down, Abduliah said “there
has been no official communica-
tion about it from the Prime
Minister’s Office so far” However,
highly placed sources in the PMCG
said his resignation had not been
accepted by Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. The sources said
neither Vajpayee nor home minis-
ter 1. K. Advam, who quoted
Abduilah twice in his speech dur-
ing the debate on Gujarat in the
Lok Sabha, had favoured his resig:
nation from the cabinet. :

Abdullah, who is likely to
over the reins of his party later this |
month, is also of a fiom opinion |-
that he could be holding the duat ]
charge as party president as well as |
a mindster in the Vajpayee cabinet, 5

!
!
N

i

“We are from a state where
Pakistan-sponsored proxy war is
on for one decade. Any govern-
ment iz my state will have to join
hands with the centre in order to
give concerted response {0 our
neighbour who is not witling to give
peace a chance,” Abduliah said.

Asked whether he could do jus- |
fice 10 both sides, Abdullah said “1
may not hold a strenuous partfolio
like external affairs, may be some |-
other, but T will also function as the |
president of the National |
Conference. ey ' !

THE TIMES OF INDU
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Over the last two and a half years/Omar Abdullah has emerged as
one of the more acceptable faces in the NDA government. Young,
dynamic and articulate, he discharged his duties with some measure of
competence. However, it wasn't his competence alone that contributed
to his rising stock in the government; his minority status — he is a
Kashmiri Muslim — also played a part. As the “minoerity face” of the
NDA, Mr Abdullah was the perfect foil to the government’s Hindutva
predilections. In his capacity as minister of state for external affairs, he
has participated in various international forums (whether in the Muslim
majority West Asia or the Christian West) to present and defend the
government’s secular-liberal credentials. But on Tuesday, before the
crucial vote on Gujarat, Mr Abdullah turned his “liberal face™ away
from the NDA, ostensibly because his “conscience” prevented him from
defending the government in the one forum where it really matters —
the Lok Sabha. Sceptics would, of course, argue that moral imperatives
aside, Mr Abdullah could not have voted with the government, or in-
deed even against it, without hurting the electoral prospects of his party,
the National Conference. With assembly elections less than six months
away in his Muslim majority home state of Jammu and Kashmir, voting
alongside the NDA would have sealed the fate of his party. Apart from
exposing the NC to the obvious charge of betraying Muslims, it would
have ironically enhanced the BJP's image in the Hindu majority Jammu
region, where the latter has been supporting the demand for separate
statehood and where the NC is just about establishing a toehold.

Conversely, supporting the opposition’s broad-based motion that
sought to censure the NDA for not providing “security to minorities all
over the country” would have been equally problematic for the NC as
its own human rights record in J&K is dubious. Moreover, the
NC’s main political opponent, the Hurrivat Conference, would have
projected the party’s indirect vate in support of the opposition as an
indirect admission of guilt, and called for the NC government’s
dismissal for colluding with a Hindutva party to complete the
“unfinished agenda of partition”. Littie wonder then that Mr Abdullah,
" in his criticism of the NDA in Parliament, tried to pre-empt the
Hurriyat by invoking Pakistan’s ISI, saying “If Godhra was the ISI's
doing, then the reaction in Gujarat would have surpassed even their
expectations”. Indeed, given the NC's reliance on the moderate Muslim
votebank, this last factor, more than any other, would have convinced
Mr Abdullah to abstain from voting in the Lok Sabha. Even so, his
symbolic act of shutting the door on the NDA government may not
have helped him open a ‘window of opportunity’ in the state. Already,
the opposition in Srinagar is accusing the NC of “opportunism”. It
argues that, by not supporting the censure motion, Mr Abdullah has
done little to redeem the NC’s image. Indeed, by taking a stand and

voting for the motion — notwithstanding the risks involved — the NC -

could have at least signalled to the people that it was ready to answer
for its many misdemeancurs and was keen to start afresh in the state.
. WhetherAfl or out of the NDA,, it’s clear that Mr Abdullah will have hi
- worlk et out when he formally leads the NC to the polisin J&K.
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AHARASHTRA on
Thursday scemed Lo be
spinning  towards  a

Hreshihout of law and order prob-
Temns as the state po-
lice slapped a case
against Shiv Sena
chief Bal Thackeray,
accusing him of fo-
menting communal
disturhance. “A case
under secian
153(A) ol the TRC
has been registered
against Thackeray
at the Shivaji Park
peice station,” min-
ister of slale for
home Kripashanker Singh con-
firmed in Mumbai on Thursday.
Mr Thackeray, addressing a
Dussehra rally on Tuesday, had
called Tor the setting up of “Hindu
suicide squads” 10 tackle cross-
borderterrorism. i convicted, Mr
‘ Thackeray could find himself be-
[ tind barg for three vears, or be
slapped with a line, or lace buth
| punishments, Maharashira
] deputy €M Chagan Bhujbal.

THACKERAY ROARS

Maharashtra govt
files case against
~S€ena su

prermo

who also heads thethome min-
isiry, said here o
Caopies of the tape,
have been sent to the Cenre.

As news of the police case
against Mr Thackeray spread, par-
ty leaders trooped o the Sena
chief’s residence in
Mumbai  [or a
closed-door meet-
ing. After the meet-
ing, leader of the op-
position  Narayan
Rane told mediaper-
sons that the gov-
ernment was “ha-
rassing” Mr Thack-
eray. He justified Mr
Thackeray's speech,
saying there was
nothing wrong in
what he said. “If the governmeni
takes any action, theyl have to
pav a price; the Shiv Sena will
laurch an agitation ... " he said.

His party colleague and Rajya )
Sabha member Sanjay Niru-
pam described the govemn-
ment's decision as “politically
maotivated”, He warned that the
party would fight the case legal-

Iy and, if necessary, would even
take to the sireets.

¥
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ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, Nov. 14: At least two
arganisarions if not spon-
sored, then “inspired”, by the
Shiv 8ena — have sprung up o
train suicide squads of yvouths
from the majority community

Saome time ago, Sena chief |
Bal Thackeray had warned of ;
forming such squads. A retired
army officer, Lt Gen. PN. Hoon,
former commander-in-chief, We-
stern Comunand, organiser of a
training camp, said the instruc-
tion had come from Thackeray.

The Sena quickly distanced
itsell. sayving “orders never came !
from Balasaheb™, f

Hoon said thar, after the 15- -
day camp at Badlapur in Thane,
he would move to Chandigarh
and Jammu and then to other
places. There was “tremendous
enthusiasm among the young
men and they have signed certifi-
cates saying they will lay dewn
thieir lves for the country, if
needed”. he said. ;

The vouths have been trained
o use swords. lathis and guns,
besides being given a crash
caurse in karate.

Another retired armyman,
Coloned Javant Chitale, has en-
listed around 50 voung men for
his suicide squad at Ambernath
in Pune. Chitale sait his was a
private enterprise and that Tha-
ckerayv's idea of forming suicide
squads was only an inspiration,

“Thackeray only articulated
what was inmy mind tor a long
time.” Chitale said.

“Aly Hindustan Auma Ghatki
Pathak (Hindustan Suicide Squ-
ady is made up of people who ha-
ve volunteered to sacrifice their
lives for the sake of the country
They belong to no party.”

Sena leader Raj Thackeray
said the camps had nolinks with
the Send and ther? was little it
could do if the organisers had
heen inspired by Balasaheb.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has started the process of
arresting Hoon and the group of
people he has trained, and the le-
galities of proceeding against
Chitale’s “voluntary and private
enterprise” are being examined.

Chitale charges Rs 2.000 for
enrolment and the vouths have
ro ¢ign a bond saving they are
willing tu die for the country
Afrer the 15.day course, the wou-
1dd-be suicide squad members get
certificates, saving they are good
enough todie for the country.

Chirale is not afraid of gov-
ernment action. He said he
would wait unother month to see
the “progress” of cross-border
terrorism. “Then, we will start
our action and devise ways of

infiltrating our suiride sqguads
into Pakistan.”
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Tay blames NDA

of non-

\ Ou_r Mumbal Bureau
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1

HIV Scna chict Bal Thack-
S cray on Friday warned the

NDA government at the
Centre that itshondd consider is-
sues raised by the Sena or “be
prepared 10 face the conse-
quences. T have my limits... If
they are crossed then I will come
out in my full coleurs,” Thacker
ay sald at a crowded media
gathering at his residence on Fri-
day. “T have chalked vul the hu-
ture course of aciion in this re-
gard,” he said but relused 1o di-
vulge details,

Mr Thackeray was reacting to
gquestions that the NOA had not
vaid heed to his opintons on dis-
investiment, proposed labour re-
forms and withdrawing armed
forces Irom the Indo-Pak border.

Mr Thackeray saidd the Centre
should ban resale of disinvested
pmpﬁl‘lv ar least for 10 vears.

performance... L

A 3{28

] al Thackray at a press meet in
Mumbai on Friday. — Reuters

Lashing our at the disinvestment
policy saving: “it has become a
business” and cited the purchase
of Hotel Centaur by the Sahara
Group for Rs 132 crore from
Batra Hospitality, which had
hous,ht the entity for Rs 83 crote.

Qur Mumbai Bureau
18 OCTORIR

HALLENGING the state

government by reiterat-

ing his ¢all to [orm Hindu
suicide squads, Shiv Sena supre-
mo Bal Thackeray on Friday reit-
erated that he would not seck
anticipatory bail in the criminal
case registered against him. “Let
them take whatever action they
want,” he said.

An unlazed Thackeray 1ld a
press conference that there was
nuthing objectionable in calling
for formation of suicide squads 1o
fight terrorism. He also denied

that his remarks were directed
against Indian Muslims.

“I{ they were objectionable, T
would never have utiered those
words. T tully stand by my state-
mene. It is (chief minister) Desh-
mnkh and not thome minister)
Bhujbal who is responsible for
initiating action against me,” the
Sena supremo said.

The Maharashira  govern
ment on Thursday liled a case
against Mr Thackcray for his al-
legedly  inflammatory  speech
made during the October 15 ral-
ly. during which he had asked
Hindus w form “suicide squads”
w fight terrorism and asked for

..not to seek anticipatory
bail in criminal case

“Those purchasmg public sec-
tor entities should not be allowcd
to sell themn tor at least ten vears.”
he said. The Scna chict said he
was airng his views on issues
“keeping the naticnal interes: in
mind” end will not wait for the
Centre's response. “I am nol
speaking for the Centre 1w re-
spond. I is out of my love for this
country... T speak for my Shiv-
sainiks,” he snid adding, failure of
the Centre ¢ act on his sugges-
tions did not “dishearten” him.

Reiterating that the Centre was
doing little to stamp cut terrorism,
he said "their foreign tours, sym-
posiums and seminars are going
on. But there seems to be no ac-
fien against terrorism.” Asked
about Lok Sabha Speaker
Manchar Joshi's statement that
Sena ministers will resign from
the NDA if action was initiated
againstiheir leader, hesaid; “ Joshi
is first a Sena leader... What he
saysisthe party’s policy.”

“pro-Pakistan” and “Bangladeshi
Muslims” to be thrown out of
the country.

Clarifying that his statement
was not against the minorities !
but against those who were
“pro-Pakistar,” Mr Thackeray
said: T have always accepted
Muslims here as the citizens ot
India but am against thosc who
are pro-Pakistan. [ was only
speaking against tervorisin,” Mr
Thackeray said. adding sarcasti-
cally that the government would !
have alse charged Mahamma
Gandhi for his “do-or-die” call.
had they been in power at tha'
momentin history.
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By Mahesh Vijapurkar

MUMBAI, OCT. 17, The Maharashtra Govern-
ment rtodawfiled a case against the Shiv Se-
na chief, Bal Thackeray, for his public
exhortation 10 Hindus to "confront Islam
and afso form suicide squads” to counter
what he called “Islamic terrarism”,

The case has been registered under Sec-
tions 153 and 153-A of the [PC which are
not bailable and are punishable with a pris-
an term of up to three vears or a fine or
boith. The moment this was made known to
the media by the Deputy Chief Minister,
Chhagan Bhujbal, the Shiv Sena’s leader-
ship gathered at Mr. Thackeray's residence
and issued abrasive threats such as “We will
not allow the Government to funetion if he
is touched.”

Mr. Bhujbal, who said he would send a

copy of the audiotape of Mr, Thackeray's
specch to the Prime Minister, A.B. Vaj-
payee, said, "He should know what his ally
is saying about him and the Centre. Fur-
ther, what Mr, Thackeray says has nation-
wide consequence. It is for the Prime
Minister to draw his inferences.”’

The IPC provisions are attracted because
the palice, prima facie, see a clear step to-
wards promoting hatred berween the com-
munities with its potential consequences m
the law and order in the State.

Mr. Bhujbal insists that "the police felt
there was a case and registered one. It will
later come 1o the Government for sanction
and then alone I will apply my mind. The
police are now doing their duty, nothing
more."”’

He conceded that Mr. Thackeray normal-
ly spoke each line “only after consulting his

* Case filed against Thackeray.: -

lawyers” and entered caveats such as “anti-
national” while speaking about Muslims to !
escape hassles, but “this time we have to !
see how he has worded his speech,” :

Audiotapes, videotapes and even the ex- |
tensive transcripts from the police's stenog-
raphers, who normally cover sensitive |
political events to keep track of the speech- |
es, would come in handy to determine the
ouicome. “The police have only registered a
case. No more,” Mr, Bhujbal said. Bur the
Sena views it differently.

The former Sena Chief Minister, Narayan
Rane, said there was “nothing wrong in the
speech,” The Sena MP, Sanjay Nirupam, '
felt that it was an exhortation t¢ Hindus to -
protect themselves, not a communal attack
an Muslims: it was an “appeal to the peaple
to protect themselves as the Government
has failed in dealing with terrorism”.

e



\\_,.%:Ec_ﬁo sioteatadiad

TG0 DEL LB IM L) PIULIG] e
spenbs apoins ypns g3, :pies Ae
-I¥DR L TN 3y slanodal piol
Aaper unay uewsayods Aued
L TAMSUR [227 U1 1 18L) PUR 131
Sl Ayl wo Futanu Afleoyewsa)
“$AS SL EIPUT JO IUILULIAODY JEL
sugpt| o asuedouue pue tadue
ayi mevaxdde op am Ay,
‘uI[qoId 1 D[3IE1 O WIILL)
-AOF 11.10] seM ¥, FULAPS “TUSLIOL
-ID) o DdeRuUIW
Al uo e
ol snpiy  Aq
spenbs  apns
JU UOLPULIOJ 10]
uoseddng  sAe
~1%DEU L [eg O
-ardns euag sys
Pl Aep
~SDUPAIM U0 I

¥390LI0 91
14|8g maN

uonsagans
S JOIUO BUOS

s100(a14(g

: ABPSIUPIM U0 213 PINISs] 1aLu
-mes e ug pies canqied s Aued o sonuou
-1 snordiar psuede paney Sunpur ao) wiy
1SUIEEE ASED B 3[1] 1STILL 3] 'MEB]| 91 JAOQE 10U
SLARIAYOPY L JW 1B MOYS Q) APleIpanun
DB 1SNW JUAWII3A08 BISBICYRIY SUL,

‘spenbs apnng
WLIOY 01 SpUI uodn Surfed Af[ed eIassn( ¢
-nuue g upnp AepialsaA apew yxaads s Ae
-IAYIRLLL, LA 33UNOUIP 3N IS UIRWAI 01
1ot iAo aodedfea o) paxse ospe )y
“$31LICUTL SNOLEI[A1 1SULPER paiiey |Bui
-t FURUTI0) [ BUIS ATS Y] 1surede
asex e sumlede aqy uawwaAaod enyseiey
-RW 241 B papuenap os(e ()1d7D o4l
“pres uewrsaRods ss28U0D
3y, sopfue [pdof fe wodj ydaads siy Surunue
-x2 12y sdals Aiessasau ayel i pue Alaso
yoaads s Aerayoeqy, IW SUnNImexo) s uIw
-WISAOT 31015 313 1LY 11 PR SBY ] "ST 1148
1IN0 0 SEIAISEITUT D1 RIVSEIRTRTA] AL,
& Aued jeonqod e se voniugonal-ap seuas
AIYS Ay SuLyaas 10} puewiap si ol Suppons
Aladat 85318007y 941 sem Ayam Anuenodun
210W 15318 IYRLINO $§ Joup euag a1 Suuop
-30 WOgJ ‘duere JON-ss213u0D Ayl Aq pay
AuIA0F eINseIvyeW ] Sulp[oy sem
1841 01 82 5oHaND 12MSUE 0 INILTIP U PUNO]
Aasamoy  uewsayods  ssaduon g,
UOTNIMSLOD
g o E_.;m& 315Bq JU[1 P2IBIOLA 1DB] UI $21]
Antapey, ‘suue mm e o opd

-oad Bupyse Ag cuopminsuod g o
arnyed] wuepodun  gsowr o sdead
S ME] JO AL ALL . ipIES 0SB JH
‘o pajuiod Appay 1w, Uolnisue)
Y2 JO IR IISEQ ALAD AQ 2pIQe |11 DF
a1 21a)ad SlyeLRpUN [PULIO) B 9AIF 01 SPIU
npno eonod Atdas ‘Aued e se pastadoran
] 0] 19pI0 Ul eyl [[eadl Arw ap Aned
Eanyod e jo pedy (euuo} 3 os[e Ing ‘|enpla
-IpUi [BOUAT[JUI UB AJUO JOU sEMm AB10YIBUL
I 1Y) pandie uewsayods ssaaduo;) sy,

UIADIL THL 4O TV SAVETADYHL

Jspenbs apoins Suiiuue] AQ WsEeaI)
o ayer m ajdoad Npul 01 pan sey A "uoy
“MINASUC T AU JU UOISIIAGNS J1]) 10] Ted uddo
ue uaald sey Ing ‘Isnodsp agnd jo suou
PUESLLIO| A [[R A0 JoU Sey 2 ‘os Suopur
‘dLappe UoeLIANessiy atay pies Appay [ediep
¢ uewsaynds ssaduod L yoaads erygassng
1$018] s1y ygdnoxy wswneur) Suples-aay Jo
PR022I UME SIL UAY01 Se ABINPRYTIW
‘BUIS ATUS O PAPIIIE UOIHUB00L
241 MEIPIJIAM Due ‘euilees ‘adardyinow A1
-Ted aug U 1aaea paysiiqnd apie pauds g
0s{e Se tpaads eryassng s,ows1dns euag At
10 DUBSIUBOZ 3B 01 )F 31|} SILUEM MOUUOIIS
-oddo AL 66T J0 S10U $15R]q 1RqUINIA-150d
ayl Bunnp apew sayasads aanesoaord sy
10 UOISSILLWOT) UG YL AG pastyoues]
-U3-SI) u3ag Apeare sey AR¥RUL IN
"Honoe [e8)] 1adoid pueLuap 01 ‘pealsur
Buriagaad ‘ypaads Atvtewureun Appadaye
$L 10) JSAIIB SI 10] Bunj[ed Wol] ABAe patys
sared uonsoddo (pdpund oan) Atz OF AL
Aq pasiudoaaap aq Aued oy 1eqn Supueu
-ap Ag yoaads Afje: eayassngy s,ounadns euag
ayl o papuodsar Aepsaupaay o (WHAD
At pue ssatfuon ayy Fununy uomseddo 2am
-U3 A1 SBT ,BISEY OPUIH JO 35Ne2 3yl
J0J_stule 01 el o1 sisianae Aled s ol
[y undo s Az1dydeU ] [BF JOID BUSS ATH

70\ 3380100 91 IH130 MIN

PasTUS02319p BUIG ATYS SJUBM UODISO

=1

3.. neaing _mu:__o%ﬁ

PRIy F




/ljollce to file

Gl Lors

case agamst
Thackeray..

TiMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: The Mumbai po-
lice has decided to register a
case against Shiv Sena chief
Bal Thackeray for promoting
communal disharmony. Mr
Thackeray's speech at the
Sena’s Dussera rally on Tues-
day has attracted the charge,
it is learnt.

Action against Mr Thack-
cray will be taken urder Sec-
iion 153 (A) of the Indian Pe-
nal  Code, according to
sources. The section deals
with offences relating to the
promation of enmity be-
tween different groups on
grounds of religion, race and
language, among others, and
with acts prejudicial o the
maintenance of harmeny Mr
Thackeray reportedly made
remarks against a particular
community

Deputy chief minister
Chhagan Bhujbal had said
earlier that the tapes of Mr
Thackeray’s Dassera speech
wauld be sent to the Union
government for anassess-
meni on whether the con-
tents of the address were

/

provocative,

Mr Thackeray’'s criticism
of Tslamic terrorism secms
to have activated the state
home department which Mr
Bhujbal heads. The Sena
chief’s 45-minute address
was ah acerbic indictment of
cross-border terrorism, The
state home department is
also closely examining the
contents of the Thackeray
speech to ascertain whether
it was communally “inflam-
mable™.

Speaking o this paper, Mr
Bhujbal said the need to take
note of the speech was felt in
view of the Sena chief's ex-
hortation to his followers to
set up suicide squads to tack-
le cross-border terrorism.

in his speech, the Sena
chief, in his characteristic
style, poured ridicule on the
Centre for not taking stern
measures to curb terrorism.
“Extremism should breed
among Hindus as well. If we
do not wake up from our
slumber, we will be annihi-
lated in our sleep,” Mr
Thackeray had said at the
Tuesday rally

-
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34{5? NAVEEN PATNAIK’S TRAVAILS *',

THE SPLIT IN the Biju Janata Dal (BJD}, after
at least half a dozen members of the Lok Sabha
belonging to the party decided to form a sep-
arate group, was indeed in the making ever
since Naveen Patnaik took over the party after
his father, Biju Patnaik’s demise. Apart fiom
the fact that Mr. Naveen Patnaik was a novice
on the political scene, his anointment as party
chief was essentially an outcome of behind-
the-scenes manipulations carried out by a
whale lot of voung leaders (now leading the
revolt) who constituted the organisational
muscle of the party. Even when Biju Patnaik
was alive, there were instances when a section
of the second generation leaders in the fold
had begun asserting their right to lead the par-
ty. They, however, resisted the temptation to
part ways ontly hecause they were aware of Biju
Patnaik’s mass appeal in Orissa and his stature
as a veteran on the national political scene.
They had also benefited, at that stage, from the
experience of Rabi Ray {undoubtedly a leader
with a long record in public life}. They all had
watched from close quarters, the marginalisa-
tion of Mr. Ray on the State's political scene
after he broke ranks with Biju Patnaik. The two
prominent secomnd rung leaders in the BJD —
Bijoy Mohapatra and Nalini K. Mohanty —
could not have remained mute spectators
when Mr. Naveen Painaik captured the orga-
nisation they had built over the years.

In this sense, the split in the BI[) has nothing
to do with any kind of ideological differences.
The two young turks, Mr. Mohapatra and Mr.
Mohanty, who are the force behind the six Lok
Sabha members who have raised the banner of
revolt against Mi. Naveen Patnaik, may be
known to have opposed the BJD's alliance with
the BJP in the State. However, this is not the
issue leading to the split. This has been re-
vealed so clearly by the fact that the Moha-
patra-Mohanty duo has been, without any

\O

14\

hesitation, working along with Dilip Ray, \,Bho ‘

has been innocent of political convictions even
when he was among the inner ciicle of Biju
Patnaik. Mr. Dilip Ray, it may be recalled, had
managed to garner votes cutting across party
harriers 1o enter the Rajya Sabha in May 2002,
causing ripples in the BJD, the Congress and
the BJP then, While it remains to be seen as to
whether the rebel leaders would succeed in
their stated mission — 10 unseat Mr, Patnaik
from the Chief Minister's post — with Mr. Dilip
Ray on their side now, they are no longer short
of resources to carry on with their project.

The split in the parliamentary party is signif-
icant for another reason too. The rebel faction
in the Lok Sabha now consists of MPs from
across Orissa. Apart from Prabhat Samantray,
veteran irade union leader with a foliowing
among the workers in and around the Paradip
port as well as in the Kalahandi belt, the rebels
have been able to draw into their fold Prasanna
Acharya from the Sambalpur region. Thus, it
appears that the BJD organisation, built upon
the strong anti-Congress legacy daking back to
the socialist party days and maturing into a
political platform in the form of the Janata Par-
ty (around Biju Patnaik}, seems to have passed
over to the rebels now. Mr. Naveen Patnaik is
in serious rouble due to a combination of
these reasons, A majority of those around him
in the party (and in the Cabinet) are those who
were maiginalised at various stages after
charges of corruption were made against them.
Damodar Rout, for instance, seems to be his
trusted aide now. It also rerains to be seen as
to how the BIP’s State unit, now part of the
ruling coalition, is going to react to the crisis in
the BJD. Whether all this would lead to a
change of leadership or not, the split, without
doubt, will mark the beginning of a new politi-
cal alignment in Orissa ahead of the elections
to the State Assembly in 2004/
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"No change in our stand: TDP

{ By Our Special Correspondent [‘\/‘ p o

HYDERABAD, MAY 1. The Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minikter and Telugu Desam Party president, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, says that his party will con-
tinué to press for the resignation of the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi.

Talking to mediapersons who met him at NTR
Bhavan here an Wednesday, Mr. Naidu said there
was no change in the party's stand on the issue,
regardiess of the defeat of the censure motion
against the National Democratic Alllance Gov-
ernment in the Lok Sabha earlier in the day. He
blamed the Oppaosition parties for not being seri-
ous enough and diverting the focus of the House
proceedings from the issue at stake.

Mr. Naidu foliowed the better part of the mara-
thon debate including the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpavee’s reply and was in regular touch

with his MPs. Party leaders admitted that it was a
setback for them that the main demand — resig-
natian of Mr. Modi — was not conceded.
However, the Prime Minister's announcement
of the Rs. 150-crore package for the Gujarat vic-
tims was some consolation. The party had put
forward four demands — resignation of Mr.. Mo-
di, restoration of normalcy and effective mainte-
nance of law and order, rehabilitation of the

victims and no snagp elections in _t lot-torn
State. d@ f%P’ WP!B# jﬁﬂ

Barring the change of leadership in Gujarat,
the other demands were more or less met, they
said.

The Gujarat issue figured briefly at the Cabinet
meeting today when Mr. Naidu is said to bave
explained to his colleagues the party’s limitations
and compulsions in dealing with a “friendly”
Government at the Centre,

TEE BN



“ltis a national
issue, says TDP

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 30. The Telugu
Desam Party today reiterated its
demand for a change of lead-
ership in Gujarat and said the
situation in the State had be-
come a national issue since the
incidents had spilled over to the
other parts of the country.

“If it was a State issue, a gern-
eral issue and not a national is-
sue, why did it extend to other
parts of the country” the TDP
Parliamentary Party leader, K,
Yerran Naidu, said while partic-
ipating in the Opposition-spon-
sored censure motion in the Lok
Sabha.

The TDP leader's speech was
heard with attention in which
he reasserted the party’'s de-
mand for removal of the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Maodi,
and emphasised that it was the
duty of the Centre, under Article
355 of the Constitution, to issue
proper directives if the life and
property of the citizens was not
adequately protected by a State
Government,

He said while the TDP did not
want to interfere in the affairs of
another State, or say who
should be its Chief Minister, but
since the party was extending
support to the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment at the Cenire and saw
the Gujarat gituation as a na-
tional issue, it had raised the
demand.

Similarly, he elaborated the
reasons behind his party's op-
position to holding Assembly
eleclicns in Gujarat, and also
stressed on the urgent need for
liheral relief and rehabilitation
for the over 1.4-lakh inmates in
varicus camps and ather riot
victims,

He said the TDP had "no lust

for power” and was keeping the
secular fabric of the country in-
tact withourt taking part in the
NDA.

The TDP support to the NDA
was on the basis of a common
minimum agenda and remind-
ed that even in the past it had
asked the Gujarat Government
1o withdraw its circular permit-
ting its employees to take part
in R55 activities.

Omar offers
to quit
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 30. The Nation-
al Democratic Alliance today re-
ceived another jolt with an NDA
constituept, the Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference,
deciding to abstain from voting
on the Opposition-sponsored
censure motion on Gujarat in
the Fok Sabha and its Minister,
Omar Abdullah, offering 1o re-
sign from the Vajpayee Govern-
ment.

The National Conference
myve comes a day after the Lok
Janshakti Party of Ram Vilas
Paswan decided to support the
motion and Mr. Paswan ten-
dered his resignation trom the
Union Cabinet.

The decision was canveyed to
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpavee, by the NCrepresenta-
tives, Mr. Abdullah, and the par-
ty's Lok Sabha leader, Ali
Mohammed Naik.

Mr. Abdullah decided to re-
sign since he felt that it was
morally untenable to remain as
a Minister after the NC's stand./
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5 We stand by our demand:

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, APRIL 20. The Telugu
Desam Party, u key ally of the
BIP-led coalition at the Centre,
has made it clear that there is no
rethinking or softening of its de-
mand for a change of leadership
in Gujarat and that it would con-
tine to press for it in
Parliament,

“There is no change. As a par-
ty, our decision is one hundred
per cent right, which is why our
MPs are vigorously pressing for
debate. The decision is not in-
fluenced by narrow palitical
considerations but larger na-
tional inrerests”, the TDP teader
and Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister. N. Chandrababu Naidu,
told party leaders.

Mr, Naidu addressed letters to
the MLAs, zilla parishad chair-
persons, elected leaders, district
presidents and other key func-
tionaries o provide “clarity” on
the important issue. le is also
sending letters to them spelling

uing violence. Whe}:m' (ntd or-
der was threatened, {1 Was the
dury of the Governmentito act
firmly to restore confidefjce of
all sections. Obviously this was

cut his stand on reformes, partic-
ularly in the power sector.

He noted that the TDP was
the first tw condemn both the
Godhra carnage and the contin-

Fernandes claim _&enied

By Our Staff Reporter

TUTICORIN, APRIL 20. The AIADMK Pariiamentary party leader, P.H.
Pandian, today categorically denied the Defence Minister, George
Fernandes’ claim that he had “clarified” 10 the latter that the party
suprema and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, had not
made any demand for removal of Narendra Modi as Gujarat Chief
Minister. Mr. Fernandes’ remark was “totally false and mischie-
vous,” Mr. Pandian told The Hindu over telephone here,

“I am amazed to see the statement of the Defence Minister that 1
met him in New Dethi on Thursday and made the clarification,”
Mr, Pandian said and recailed that the AIADMK Parliamentary
party had that day adopted a resolution endorsing Ms. Javala-
lithaa's stand that Mr. Modi sheuld step down, paving the way for a
change of guard to ensure the restoration of normaliry in the State
and that there was no need for advancing the Assembly elections.
She had aiready instructed the party MPs to seek Mr, Modi's re-
muoval, Mr. Pandian pointed out.
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Naidu
¥

not done. The Gujarat Govern-

ment could not also make good

use of the Army and paramiti-

tary assistance. Mr, Vajpayee's :

visit failed to boost people’s
confidence.
lence had an impact on other
parts of the country, including
Andhra Pradesh, where it was
controlled by timely action. 1
had also prevented “kar sevaks”
going to Avodhvafor “shilanyas”
i March. Unlike ather parties
“it was not hasty” in calling for
Mr. Modi's replacement as it felt
the restoration ol normality and
succour to the victims were
more pportant. With the situa-

the Gujarar vio- |

tion worseningthere and the ad- |

ministration fa:ling to inspire
confidence, the parry was con-
vinced (hat 4 change of leader-
ship was inevitable ‘n the larger
national iitterest. The party reit-
crated its demand for effective
maintenance of law and vrder,

bringing the guiltv ro bnok and !

rendering all help ta the victims
of violence..
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“Desam turns BIP’s

OUR BUREAU

April 16 The Telugu Desam
today unfolded a ginger-group
policy inside and putside Parlia-
ment, signaliing its potential to
hecome either a constamd
headache for the BJP-led govern-
ment or a possible rallying point
for rebellion.

The party joined the Opposi-
tion in both Honses in punching
the government on the Gujarat
viplence and the Prime Minis-
ter’s explosive statement in Goa.

In Hyderabad, Desam chiet
Chandrababu Naidu vowed to
continue his fight for the re-
moval of Narendra Modi in the
interests of protecting “national
pride and secular values”. But
Naidu declined to spell out his
plan of action if the BJF contin-
ued to brush aside his demand.

Naidu’s public comments —
the first in three days —- came
after he tried in vain thrice today
to speak to the Prime Minister.
Sources said CPM leader H.S.
Surjeet spoke to Naijdu.

In Parliament, the ‘;) Q
went all out to make a “sta

ment”. Desam MPs, led by Ye;
ran Naidu in the Lok Sabha and
Alladi P Rajicumar in the Rajya
Sabvha, pitched in with the Oppa-
sition to derail business in both
Houses by foreing two adjonrn-
ments each.

The overnight shift in the po-
litical ¢limate was evident as
soon as the Lok Sabha assembled
for guestion hour.

The Congress, after an initial
pout of reluctance, started clam-
ouring for a discussion on the
Gujarat situation. The BJP mem-
hers readily refurned the fusil-
lade, chanting *‘“we wani question
hour”. But, muach o the discom-
fort of the BJP. Yerran Naidu
sprang to his feet and echoed the
Congress’ cry. He, too, demanded

suspension of question hour.and

adiscussion ont Gujarat.

'The remaining allies seemed
to draw comfort from the fact
that the bolts keeping the gov-
ernment in place had not been
totally unhinged. Samata Party

e TEVE

i in-house adversary A

MPs kept their dlstance fromthe
furore. So did Mamata Baner-
jee’s Trinamul Congress.

In the Rajva Sabha, BJP
membet §.B Gautam tried to pre-
vail upon agitated Desam mem-
bers but parliamentary affairs
minister Pramod Mahajan
asked him to hold back.

Tn the Andhra capital, Naidu
termed Modi's ouster as the“last
resori” to restore public confi-
dence in the NDA and imyprove
the sagging international repu-
tation of the country.

The international press’
moniker “bloedy india” in the
aftermath of the Gujarat car-
nage had hurt the country’s rep-
utation for communat harmony,
he said.

“All of us condeinn the torch-

ing of the train at Goedhra, but |
we cannot condone the inaction ¢

of the Modt administration later
on. 1t is very painful and fragic
that the government failed 1o

contain the escalation of vie- !
lence and, instead, provoked the |

communal frenzy” he added. P
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HT Correspondents
Hyderabad/ New Delhi, Aprit 14

THE TDP remained huddled
through the day, only to decide
after sundown to take back its
th.reat to withdraw support to
the NDA Government, with a
confident Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee saying in Delhi
that his Government was at no
risk, pullout ar no puliout.

The only concession the TDP
clinched was an assurance from
NDA convenor George Fernan-
des that there would no immedi-
ate initiative to hold Assembly
polls in Gujarat. But Chan-
drababu Naidu stuck to his
guns, saving Gujarat CM Naren-
dra Modi must resign.

In Hvderabhad, the day began
with a resolute TDP bent on se-
curing Modi's dismissal, failing
which, it said, it would with-
draw support from the Vajpayee
Government. But a felephone
call from George Fernandes to
Naidu after the NDA meeting in
Delhi seemed to make all the dif-
ference,

“The whole thing changed af-
ter George called Naidu during
pur politburo meeting. but we
do not know what precisely
transpired during the conversa-
fion them,” a TDP leader told
Hindustan Times. But other
sources said Fernandes had
sotight “some time” on behalf of
the BJP to consider the TDP’s
demands after which Naidu de-
iided to give the NDA Govern-
ment a temporary reprieve.

This call. the sources said,
was followed by calls from BJP
leader M Venkaiah Naidua and
Union minister Bandaru Datta-
trya. Whatever happened be-
hind the scenes. senior TDP
leader Yerrannaidu told the me-
dia after eight hours of confab-
wlations over three sessions at
the party’s parliamentary hoard
and politburce meetings that the
guestion of withdrawing sup-
port to the NDA had not even
heen discussed.

gulps

Vi

AFP PHOTO

Primme Minisier Atal Bihari Vajpayce smiles during a meeting of the National Democratic Alliance on Sunday.
Flanking him are Home Minister L K Advani and Defence Minister George Fernandes.

He said the party would raise
the issue of Modi's resignation
and its demand for not holding
elections in Gujarat during the
Parliament session beginning
tomorrow.

Yet, earlier in the day the
same Yerrannaidu had refused
o rule out withdrawing support
to the NDA and kept up his
tough talk.

Last night and earlier today,
Prime Minister AB Vajpayee
and other senior NDA leaders
had spoken to Naidu but the
TDP remained unmoved. saying

naotliing short of Modi’s resig-
nation would do.

When the TDP politburo met
in the morning for an hour
Naidu briefed his colleagues on
his talks with Vajpavee last
night. Other NDA allies Jike Ma-
maia Banerjee too spoke to
Naidu during the day.

The details of what transpired
between Vajpayvee and Naidu
were not made public. Party
sources said while Vajpayvee
pleaded with Naidu not to with-
draw support to his Government.
the Desam supremo stuck o his

guns an Modi's resignation.

The politbure adjourned in
the wmorning, facilitating a
meeting of the party’s parlia-
mentary board to meet and dis-
cuss the issue. The parliamen-
tarv board on its part passed a
resolution authorising the polit-
buro to take a final decision, fol-
lowing which the party’s high-
est decision making body began
its second meeting ot the dax

The politburo awaited the
outeome of the NDA mesling
convened by Vajpayee in Delhi.

As it turned out. in an appar-

-~ I LN IST AR T '

after great growl

BLOW BY BLOW

@ The Prime Minister insists
his Govarnment is safe and
faces no threat even if the
TDP pulls out

® The TDP politburo meets in
the morning, but can't make
up its mind

® The TDP Parliamentary
Party meets later in the day
and authorises the palit-
huro to decide on a pullout

® Chandrababu Naidu talks to
Mamata Banerjee. She tells
reporters that she'll wait for
the TDP decision. She
insists that Guiarat is in no
position to go to the polls,
but drops the demand for
Narendra Modi's ouster

® Prime Minister chairs meet-
ing of the NDA, which urges
the TDP not to pull out,
Mamata, Ram Vilas Paswan
and Naidu skip the meeting

® George Fernandes briefs
the press in Delhi and says
there's no question of hoid-
ing poils in Gujarat immedi-
ately

® Ferniandes calls up Naidu in
Hyderabad and wins over
Naidu, who says support
will continue, but Modi has
fo go

ent give-and-1ake, the NDA
meeting ended with an appeal to
the TDP to continue its support
to the Government and Samata
Party leader George Fernandes
saying after the 80-minute meet-
ing. "There is no propaosal to go
for elections in Gujarat now.”
The Trinamool Cangress boy-
cotted the meeting. Lok Jan-
chakti leader and Mines Minis-
fer Ram Vilas Paswan too could
not attend the meeting as his
flight got delaved.

More reports on Page 7




“Poll call
STATESMAN NEWS%@H/\}ICE \l\
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' HYDERABAD, April
113, — The TDP today
{ accused the BJP of pur-
. suing “blatantly nar-
row and comipunal
ends” by calling for
fresh elections in Gu-
jarat, and reiterated its
demand to remove Mr
Narendra Modi.

A terse TDP Polit-
buro resolution re-em-
. phasised that secular-
© ism was the basis for

support to the NDA.

The statement came

after hours of confahu-

tations between Mr

Naidu and party lead-

ers and ministers.

commau

aﬁortantly, the res-
olytion chose to ignore
thé Prime Minister's
speech in Goa yester-
day where he had at-
tacked the minorities

H Allies look
towards TDP,
page 10

for provoking viclence.

On the Goa call for
fresh polls in Gujarat,
the TDF said: “The
party opposes use of
the noble process of
elections to achieve
narrow and communal
ends. To say elections
would be held in Gu-
jarat to decide on the

TDP: .10

/‘
kff\\L\
(Confinued from Rage 1)

the gross human tragedy th-

at unfolded ,

-- and continues

even today,

Afte

r the serioug outbregk

of violence, there hag been a

total

failure of adminis-

tration in restoring peace

and
een

normalcy, There have

accusations of grogs

Partiality ang complicity on

bart of the
in>handling

Situati

administrati on

law anqd
. order
on,” it said.

“Observations of impartial

individuals

18ation
Gujara
and
rehahil
rate ou
in . lead
the hoy
immed;j

and grgan.
S point to Iapsega;
tin curbing violence
OVer  relief and
:.tfi\tmn‘..{;1 fWe reite.
emand for ch
ership. The nee%in%?
T 15 not elections byt
ate restoratinn of

beace, a healing toych and

instillin

g confidence among

the public »

Earlier today, 2

visibly-

perturbed Mr Naidu sajg.

e

e hav
decisiong”

& noted (BJP's)

haﬁl'ﬁjP

igsue is trying to make

political capital out of

a human tragedy.”
“It's a covert attempt

to clothe narrow and -

partisan ends with the
legitimacy of a demo-
cratic process. The Gu-
jarat leadership has
lost its moral authori-
ty to govern and dewvi-
ous use of the electoral
process cannol restore
such authority.”

The resolution went
on to add: “Effective
and impartial inter-
ventions by law-and-
order agencies would
certainly have curbed

n SEE TDP: page 10
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, AHMEDABAD, APRIL 11

! Minister Narendra

Modi has been. building up
over the last few days but the
., Telugu Desam Party today
dealt what could very well be
the decisive blow.

In a scathing indictment of
Modi and his government the
night before the BIP top brass
gather in Goa for the national
executive, the TDP issued a
virtual ultimatum, demanding
that the “BIP..immediately ef-
fect a change of leadership in
Gujarat.”

Unless Modi was removed,
it said, “we will be guilty of
eroding public confidence and
failing to provide just and fair
governance to the citizens of
the country.”

(1), Trinamool Congress and
the Lok Janshakti party, to
seek Modi's - removal. Al-
though it did not specify what
it would do if the BJP rejected
its demand, the tone of the res-
olution made it clear that the

government, the resolution
said the administration and
leadership in Gujarat “have
failed miserably in effectively
and impartially discharging the
responsibility in npot only
quelling violence but also pro-
viding relief and rehabilitation
to the victims.”

“The nation cannot be held
hostage to the partisan and
short-sighted agendas of a few
misguided organisations or
people,” the TDP said adding

“adherence to secularism is -

one of the basic conditions of

The recent: developments in
Gujarat have begn a matter of

grave concern and have tar-

nished India’s image of being a
liberal, modern and secular so-
ciety,” the party said.

Echoing the view expressed

nce in just, fair govt: TDP

by sustained communal vio-

The blot is spreading, s

| l Change leadership in Gujarat immediately otherwise we’ll
~ be guilty of eroding public conﬂe

=
“national shame,” the TDP
said that there was no place for
“bigotry” in India which is

lence threaten to undo the sec-
ular fabric of our country. As
Prime minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payec has rightly mentioned,
the brutality against innocent
victims is a national shame,” it
said.

Meanwhile, officially, the
word in Ahmedabad today
was: no question of Modi go-
ing. But by lat¢ in the evening,
even before the TDF's state-
ment, speculation about
Modi’s removdl was strong.
Thig was fuelled by Modi’s
copspicuous, absence at the
state BJP’s coordination com-
mittee meeting this evening.

Add to this, the silent ar-
rival of Union Law Minister

ment to have strongly sup-
ported Modi in public even at
the height of the violence, was
with the Chief Minister till late
cvening.

He will stay here overnight
and along with Modi, state BJP

k Modi now: Ally No 1

BJP goes to Goa with |
Naidu sword hanging

M Party keeps saying: Modi is not going

-

RESSURE from the multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and
allies on the Centre multi-religious country.
to sack Gujarat Chief “The tragic events marked SMRUTI KOPPIKAR

PANJIM, APRIL 11

IN the ultra-tuxuri-
ous environs of the
Marriot Hotel on
Miramar beach, not
{,) just Prime Minister
) w/=r. AB Vajpayce but his
BJP itself will begin some soul-
searching tomorrow as the na-
tional executive gets underway.
Top leaders indicated that up-
permost on the agenda for dis-
cussion over the next three days
are the Budget for 2002-2003,
the scvere setback suffered by
the party in four states in the re-
cent Assembly elections and the
strategy to 1 y
restive allies in the NDA.
Gujarat is top on the agenda

demanding or discussing resig-
nation (of CM Narendra Modi)
though Gujarat situation will be
discussed.”

Modi and othér leaders from
Gujarat are expected to reach
tomorrow morning. Vajpayee
and Home Minister Advani too

W GUWAHATI: The Congress will draw
the battlelines for the next parliamen-
lary elections in Guwahati tomorrow by
showcasing its 14 state governments
under the slogan of good governance.
And going all out to make the two
meets a study in contrast. Unkike the
last two conclaves of chief ministers
where report cards were prepared to
assass individual performances, this
time, the party intends fo concantrate
omachievernents;” rather than faures.
{SEE PAGE 3}

row, just in time for the office-
bearers’ meeting which is ex-
pected to set the tone for the fol-
lowing three days. :
Falwi the discus-
sion on how to tackle the allies
in the NDA who have been mak-

The TDP, which has 27  oursupporttothe NDA.” Arun Jaitley to Gandhinagar too but leaders are down-play-  ing steady noises about the Gu-
members in the Lok Sabha, is “Any negation of this.ap- at 7.45 pm. Jaitley, one of the ing it. BJP leader Sunil Shastri  jarat carnage and demanding
the fourth NDA ally after JD  proach would be whacceptable.  few Ministers in the Govern- said: “There was no question of Modi’s head.

The thinking in the BIP eche-
lons now is that if a couple of the
allies succumb to the *‘pressure”
being mounted by the Congress
and the Third Front, the NDA
might be forced to “take some
steps to re-establish its secular
credentials” which could then

party would have little choice. by Prime Minister Vajpayee chief Rajendrasinh Rana and icemen try to snatch an effigy of Meodi that Congress workers in i
Strongly indicting the Modi  that the Gujarat violence wasa CONTINUED ON PA%?/ Rajkot were about to burn. Express photo by Parish Joshi will touch down at Goa tomor- CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
e s emrne el

. dustries Minister and number
' two inthe Modi Cabinet, Syresh |
Mehta, Parallel to this, Rana, |
Gandhinagar-based senior RSS |
leader Bhaskarrao Damle and |
former Chief Minister Keshuyba
, hai Patel--whom Modi Tc- |
- placed—held a meeting at Pa-
| tel's bungalow in Scctor 19 in
| Gandhinagar tll late in the |
. evening. Both the meetings, the |

1 | one at Modi’s bungalow and the
T AN CYRE T, | other at Keshubhai’s house, were |/
' ontill late tonight. '

Officiaily, of course, Rana

I said, “There {$ N0 question of the
'| party as\ing the Chief Minister -

/| to s~p down nor has he offered
|t All such reports are figmengs |

i of imagination, Major riots have
©) occurred in Gujarat in 1969 |
" 1985 and 1992, Never before hafi !
| any CM to resign for this.” |
| He glossed over the fact that !
i former External Affairs Ministey |
| Madhavsinh Solanki was asked \' '

ape 2m

| 105tep down in the wake of ripts 1
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Statesman News Service

HYDERABAD, April 28, — Mr N
Chandrababu Naidu will play his cards
at the eleventh hour. The Andhra Pra-
desh chief minister has decided to wait
till the Prime Minjster replies in the Lok
Sabha before deciding on how the TDP
would vote on Tuesday’s censure motion
over Gujarat.

“Let us see how Mr Vajpayee reacts
as head of the NDA during the discus-
sion,” Mr Naidu reportedly said at a Te-
lugu Desam Parliamentary Party meet
here, “What's the need for us to decide
now? There would be several develop-
menis (till the end of the debate) and we
could assess their impact.”

Another key ally on whose support the
numbers game may hinge, the National
Conference, has reserved its decision for
Tuesday. J&K chief minister Dr Faroog
Abduilah, tonight told PTI from London,
that his party, with five MPs in the Lok
Sabha, would decide its stand over the
motion on Tuesday. The NC met in Delhi
yesterday at which views of all its five
MPs were considered, Party MP Mr
Abdul Rashid Shaheen said a “strong
section™ favoured abstaining as till now.

Mr Naidu told the MPs that the par-
s demands against advancing elec-
tions and stepping up relief and rehabil-
wtation to the victims in Gujarat have
been accepted — implying that the core
demand of replacing Mr Modi would be
met. The TDP supremo made it quite
clear he was in no particular hurry,

Earlier in the day, his aides referred 1o
media reports on the Prime Minister
meeting RS leaders last night., where it
was decided that Mr Modi would be
sacked. Mr Naidu is reportedly weighing
the fallout of this development. Party
Aources sald the impact could be felt even

e

DP decision

before the Lok Sabha poes into vote.

Mr Naidu called for today’s meeting
at the instance of the MPs, who had
voiced concern over not being consulted.
The 23 members who attended the
meeting, however, remained tightlipped.

Mr U Venkateshwarulu sajd at the
meet that the party should not be found
vacillating on the issue. He was of the
opinion that even if it was a wrong deci-
sion, the party should vote against the
government fo salvage its fmage,

According to Mr Naidu, the next few
days will be “dynamic”. “There will be some
more changes that will be occurring. It's
better to proceed step-by-step. Why should
we commit ourselves to something right
now when there’s a chance to wait and take
advantage of the situation,” MPs quoted
him as saying. He told reporters “there still
is lot of time.., we have to discuss.”

In the evening, Mr Naidu held one-
on-one discussions with MPs at his Jubi-
lee Hills residence to elicit individual
opinion on the vote. Sources said there
was hardly an MP who favoured a vote
for the government. Opinion was divi-
ded over abstaining and voting against.

Mr Naidu told MPs any decision they
took should not affect their stand on
Gujarat or their secular credentials. He
also said the decision should not pave
the way for anv unfavourabie situation,
implying the TDP would not precipitate
a situation forcing mid-term polls.

Some MPs told him that the numbers
were in favour of the BJP even if the TDP

voted in favour of the motion, A mid-term
poll, thus, was not imminent, they said.

NDA meet over Gujarat: Ahead of Tues-
day’s debate, Mr George Fernandes,
convener, has called an NDA meeting in
New Delhi on Monday to chalk out
strategy on the discussion which will be
followed by voting, adds PTT from Delii,
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GUWAHATI, MARCH 25, The Asom
Gana Parishad (AGP) has decid-
ed to oppose the Prevention of
Terrorism Bill (POTQ) in tomor-
row’s joint session of Parlia-
ment by abstaining from voting,
though it had favoured the ordi-
nance last week.

The AGP president, Brinda-
bon Goswami, said here today
that the AGT was never a part of
the NDA and the party would

oppose the Bill. . p,
? ; Q *

Panja to vote 9 Qg\\,

Defying the Trinamool Con-
gress chief, Mamata Banerjee's
directive to party MPs to stay
away from the joint sitting of
Parliament on the anti-terror-
ism bill, the rebel party MP, Ajit
Panja, said in New Delhi that he
would vote in favour of the leg-
islation.

Panja told reporters here that
if any whip were issued to the
MPs to remain absent, it would
not be binding un him as the
Trinamool Congress had sus-
pended him from the party.

NCP divided

The Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP! was gripped by
sharp differences on the pariy's
stand on the Bill, with senior
leader Jagannath Mishra ques-
tioning the party's decision to
support it. In a letter to the NCP
chief, Sharad Pawar, Mr. Mishra
described the Bill as “undemo-
cratic and fascist” and urged
him to instruct his MPs to vote

_against it.

bstal
Jaifjey optimistic'}/l

Hewever, the Union Law
Minigter, Arun Jaitley, said in
New ! Delhi the BJP-led NDA
Government at the Centre
would prove to the world to-
morrow in the joint session of
Parliament that the “country
stands united in its fight against
terrorist’’,  debunking  the
“stubborn” stand of the Con-
gress against POTO,

"“Let wiser counsel prevail on
the Congress. Even the United
Nations has adopted an en-
forceable resolution after the‘
September 11 attack asking the 1
nations to oppose terrorism and ¢
adopt suitable laws to counter

1
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the menace,” he said. — PLk~
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‘Mahanta a liability

’ Q
t{\ cﬁ,’\ 9 Party should look elsewherecﬁ"p\?

Aiom Gana Parishad president Brindaban Goswami seems to
e asserting himself. What prompted him to jettison Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta from the party’s political affairs committee is
not known but dropping of four of his supporters made clear
the attempt to weaken the former chief minister's position. The
removal, however, needs to be followed up as Mahanta retains
some friends in the committee. Goswami may have been pro-
voked by recent reports that Mahanta is trying to stage a come-
back. Regarded as the architect of the AGP, Goswami was edu-
cation minister in the first Mahanta ministey but their rela-
tionship was far from cordial. He was one of the stalwarts who,
atong with Bhrigu Phukan and Dinesh Goswami, split the party
in February 1991 to form the Natun Asom Gana Parishad. The
1993 reunion was merely a defensive move to assert the relev-
ance of regionalism; the tussle over party leadership continued.
Mzahanta tried to advance himself by denying ministerial berths
to both Phukan and Goswami after the 1996 assembly elec-
tions. Phukan has severed links with the AGP after his susper-
sion and is with the Nationalist Congress Party now.
Mahanta’s 16-year leadership was too long for the party’s
good and was cut short by an extraneous factor; the charge of
an assembly secretariat employee that he had married her in a
Mumbal temple. At least one former minister, Zoinath Shar-
ma, has said that if Mahanta “can tide over those circumstances
and emerge with 4 cleaner image, he should be welcomed back
to the party”. Can images be so easily cleaned? Goswami has

the difficult task of shaping the party to win the 2006 assembly ~

elections. He should remember that no one is indispensable.
Mahanta was and remains a liability; his attemnpts to get back in
are 1o more than the tantrums of a discredited politician out of
work and out of sight,



“Killing doesn’t mean failure

of healing touch: PDP "‘ﬁ;/i\

HTC and Agencies
Srinacar, December 21
THOUSANDS OF people bid
a tearful farewell to siain
PP MLA Abdul Azix Mir at
his native village in Pam-
pare of Konibal as the rul-
ing party dismissed the sug-
gestion  that the killing
meant a fatture of its heal-
ing touch progranume.

“If (the killing of Mi
daes not mean that the heal-
ing touch programme has
failed. . 1Y wewantto put out
a five, there is a chance that
we mav burn our fingers.”
PO vicepresident Mehboo-
ba MNuili, who had come
here 10 visit the bereaved
family, toid reporters.

Asked it the militants
had spurned the offer of

peace, she said the party
wonld continue with its pol-
icy of persuasion for a
meaningful dialogue.
Several senior $State lead-
ers including Housing and
Urban Development Minis-
ter Ghulam Hassan Mir and
Rural Development Minis-
ter Peerzada Mohammad
Sayeed and MLASs attended
the funeral of Mir, which
was delayed by more than 24
hours as the family was

awaiting the retorn of his '

f

daughter and son-in-law !
trom Delhi. 1
Defending  the party

MLAS policy of interacting |
with the crowds at public
places, the Urban Develop- |
ment Minister denied that {
there was a security lapse in |
Mir's killing. |
|

v’

“Indira Gandhi and Rajiv

Gandhl were killed despiwme
heavy security We are on a
mission to nurse the wounds
of the common man and
there are chances of attacks
but we will continue.” he
said. The Minister said

though it seets that mili- :
tants had not paid attention

to Mufti's call to lay down

arms, the offer was still open. |
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Let's talk some .

more, PDP e

tells Congress

TiMes NEws ORK
¢ ”V‘r}’(\

New Delhi: The Congress on
Wednesday decided to reopen
negotiations with the Peo.
ple’s Democratic Party for
government tormation in
Jammu and Kashmir:

The decision came after
PDP vice president Mehboo-
ha Mufti spoke to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi on
the phone from Srinagar on
Wednesday morning. tThe
fresh round of talks wiil he
held an Friday between Ms
Gandhi and PDP chief Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed.

In her conversation with
Ms  Gandhi, Mehbooba
agreed to reconsider the pro-
posals made by Congress
leader Manmohan Singh in
Srinagar, but said that the
PDP would also present its
own set of proposals.

Although Congress leaders
claim they have an open mind
on the talks, they do noi forsee
the party gifting the chief
minister’s post to the Mufti.

While maintaining the
Congress’ ctaim to lead the
government, Mr Singzh had
earlier mooted three basic
proposals-—both parties
could lead the government on
a rolation basis for three
years each, Mehboobs. would
be the deputy CM and the

ufti would be the chairman
of the coordination commit-
tee while the Congressled the
government, The PDP had re-
jected all these, insisting on
the CM's post for the Mufti.

Mehbooha's phone call to
Ms Gandhi underlines the
newfound flexibility in the
PDP’s stand. According 1o
sources, one of the PDP's
new negotiating points could
be the rotation formula of-
fered by Mr Singh-—-about
who should lead the govern-
ment first and for how long.

The PDP’s climbdown is
explained in terms of the
Congress’ unannounced de-
cision to stake its claim to
form the government. This
had posed an immediate
threat 1o the PDI? because the
Congress would have
poached on PDP MLAsS to
form a government.

After an informal meeting
of the Congress Working
Committee aon Tuesday, Mr
Singh had told reporters that
a decision on J&K had been
taken and that Ms Gandhi
would announce it later. The
pressure tactic worked and
the PDP has relented and will
hold further talks on the is-
sue. Now, the PDP will have
to step down again from its
stand of ‘either the Mufti as
M or nothing’.




‘Cong looks

to engmeer

Rk

spht In PDP

Wl 4
Rashid Ahmad & Arun Joshi
Srinagar/Jammu, (ctaber 14
THE CONGRESS teday tight-
ened the screws on the People's
Democratic Party, hinling thal it
was ready to form a Government
without the PDP and making an
effort to split the party

As the tussle over the Chief
Minister’s post lacked the possi-
ble allies in a stalemate, the Con-
eress elected Ghulam Nabi Azad
---its candidate for the top job —
as its legislarure partv leader
and claimed the support of 17 In-
dependents and four Panthers
Party members.

Senior Congress leaders told
Hindustan Times thal some PDP
leaders — including vice-presi-
dent Muzaffar Hussain Beigh,
Sarfaraz Khan and former Min-
ister Ghulam Hasgsan Mir —
might quit their party to join a
Caongress-led Government in the
State. They said the Congress
was ready to appoint Beigh
Deputy Chief Minister.

The PDP is not recognised by

.

_NUMBERS GAME |

MOVE ¥: Cong elects Azad
legislature party leader and
says it can form a ministry
without PDP, Claims support of
Panthers Party and I7
independents amid speculation
that 3 PDP members also may
ioin a Cong-led Govt. This gives
Cong the necessary 44 votes in
the 87-member House

MOVE 2: Omar Abdullah tells
Governor that with the Cong-
PDP talks deadlocked, he had a
duty to invite NG, the single
largest party, to form the
ministry. Cong accuses NC of
‘kidnapping’ pro-Cong

"Independents, implying the
Abdultahs too might be trying
some horse-trading

form a Governiment earlier as we
thought a pre-poll understand-
ing between the Congress and
the PDP would automaticaily be

the Election Commission #nd fes==memsigicd into a posThAN tnder-

members are nof subiect to the
anti-defection law. 1f these P]_)P
leaders do join a Congress min-
i1siry, they would give Azad the 44
voies he needs in the 87-member
Assembly.

The PDY’s anxiety grew today
when Beigh skipped an emer-
gency meeting of party legisla-
tors at the residence of their
chief Mufti Mohammad Sayeed.
A vparty leader, however, ex-
plained that Beigh was in Delhi.
He dismissed claims that Beigh
or any other member would sup-
port a Congress-led ministry mi-
nus the PDP

As the chances of a Congress-
PDI alliance chbed, an upbeat
NC threw its hat in the ring. Par-
tv chief Omar Abdullah met
Gavernor GC Saxena and asked
him to invite the NC to form a
ministrv. He argued that since
the Congress and PDP haven't
vet tied up — and since both have
fewer seats than the NC — the
Governor could not ignore the
party with the highest number of
MLAS in the State.

“We did not make any effort to

standing,” Guar W0Id reporters.
“But they have not been able to
forge a post-poll understanding.”

With Independent MLA Shah
Jahan Dar jeining the NC today,
its strength has gone up to 29,
compared to the Congress’'s 20
and the PDP’s 16,

A hint that the NC, too, was
trying some horse-trading came
when the Congress accused it of
kidnapping four Independent
MLAs who had promised support
te the party Congress leader
Ashok Sharma said, “Four Inde-
pendent MLAs — Moulvi Abdul
Rashid from Banihal, Ejaz
Ahmed trom Arnas, Puran Singh
from Darhal and Manohar Lal
Sharma from Billawar -— were
whisked away in police jeeps as
s00n as they got down at Srinagar
airport. But Rashid managed to
escape with Ahmed and Singh.”
NC stays in NDA: Omar today
met Prime Minister AB Vajpay-
ee and resigned as Minister of
State for External Affairs, but
said the NC would not snap its
ties with the NDA.

Related report on Page 7

Al



‘Sayeed

meets

‘Sonia, mti]mw
on ﬁM issue

By Salem Pandit & PTt
Times News METWORK

New Delhi: The process of
government formation in
Jammu and Kashmir gath-
ered momentum on Saturday
with the People's Democratic
Party (PDE) president Mufti
Mohammad Saveed meeting
Congress chiel Sonta Gand-
hi here and discussing the
nitty gritty of sewing up a
coalitioh.

“We exchanged ideas on
the formation of a govern-
ment. We held detajled dis-
cussions,” Mr Sayeed said af-
ter emerging from the 45
minute meeiing with Ms
Gandhi.

He said the Congress and
the PDP were the major par-
ties and they discussed how
to rope in other parties to
form the government.

Before reporters could ask
him whether the issue of
chief ministership had been
sorted out with Ms Gandhi,
Mr Sayeed avoided a reply
and got into his car in the
midst of a heavy downpour.

My Saveed said the peaple
of the state had “great expec-
tations™ as they had voted
against the National Confoer-
ence because of its “misrule.”
Earlier, on his arrival here
from Srinagar. he said that
chief ministership was a
“hon-issue’ between the PITP
and the Congress. A “strategy
and a programme” would be
evolved for forming a coali-
tion government, he said on
his talks with Ms Gandhi.

“The guestion of who will
be the chief minister is a
non-issue. There is no dearth
of appropriate candidates as
there are a galaxy of leaders
in the Congress and the
PDP” he said.

Mr Sayeed, whose party
won 16 seats. 3aid the chicf
minister will be decided
through “mutual consulta-

HE TIMES OF INpiy

Sonia Gandhi

M.M. Sayeed

tions.” The Congress-PDP
combine have 36 seats and
need eight more to reach the
magic figure of 44 in the 87-
member hause.

With the focus of forma-
tion of the new government
in Jammu and Kashmir
shifting to New Delhi, Mr
Sayeed said his party ajone
coutd not name anybody for
chief ministership and the
issue needed to be decided
mutually by the Congress,
the PDP and other support-
ing groups.

“The first priority is to
form a non-National Confer-
ence government as the peo-
ple of the state have given a
verdict against it and it
needs to be honoured,” Mr
Sayeed said adding that an
understanding and a com-
mon minimum programme
needed 1o be evolved beltween
the coalition partners.

Earlier, Saifuddin Soz, a
Congress leader. reportedly
compounded the situation in
Srinagar by jumping inte the
race for the chief minister-
ship.

The scene got even murki-
er with the fourmember
Jammu and Kashmir Pan-
thers Party, headed by Bhim
Singh, also claiming its stake
to form the government.

In an interesting develop-
ment, PDP wvice president.
Muzaffar Hussain Beigh,
who won from the Baramulla
constituency called on Fa-
rooq Abdullah. He, however,
described his two-hour mect-
ing as a courtesy cail.
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Sudip hi hits
back

Statosman News Servics

KOLKATA, Nov. 14. — For
the first time, ever since the
two fell out on the guit-NDA
issue, Mr Sudip Bando-
padhyay gave vent to his
feelings about Miss Mamata
Banerjee, prompted by the
latter’s remarks labelling him
a “political upstart”. Mr
Bandopadhyay said Miss
Banerjee's comment is not
only “unfortunate” but also
amounts to “character
assasination”.

“l am shocked at the
manner in which our party
chief could air her grievances
against me. I haven't spoken
a word against her, let alone
question  her  political
credentials. 1 wonder what
prompted Mamata to make
such personal remarks, that
100 in the presence of the
party rank-and-file.

Moreover, what sort of
message did he send to
partymen by allowing senior
Trinamul MLAs to spedk

against me at the 12
November  party  state
commitiee meeting? Mr
Bandopadhyay asked.

Prior and even during the
state committee meeting the
Trinamul chief had remarked
that stern action would be
taken against party leaders
nat toeing the party line and
instead inviting Bip
ministers and leaders for “tea
sessions”. It was evident that
she had Mr Bandopadhyay in
mind. “We will initiate action
against political upstarts who

mg-s‘thw

at

TM Sy

mata

are out to tarnish the image
of the party,” she had said.

Peeved at such remarks,
Mr Bandopadhyay today said
it was highly unbecoming of
Miss Banerjee to label him a
“political upstart” as such a
comment “betrays her
ignorance”, Mr
Bandopadhyay said: “It was
in 1972 that 1 became the
West Bengal Youth Congress
president and had worked in
tandem with Indira Gandhi
and Priyaranjan Das Munshi,
For four years, 1 had been
YC president with Somen
Mitra as one of the district
YC presidents. At that time
Mamata was a mere Block
Congress activist.”

Mr Bandopadhyay - had
more to say. “After being
elected thrice as Congress
MLA, | resigned from the
membership of the Assembly
and contested the Lok Sabha
polls as Trinamul Congress
candidate. [ won in 1998 and
1999. 1 am one of the
founder members of the
Trinamul Congress. After all
this, T am distressed to note
that Mamata called me an
upstart. She should realise
that 1 accepted her
leadership despite being
senior t0 her in age and
political experience.”

With Mr Bandopadhyay
going for the jugular, the 16
November party working
committee meeting is likely
to witness fireworks as all
sorts of “unpleasant™ issues

may come up for discussiopy
party [eaders believe.
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iainara auu ouup dC nowrat station on Tuesday. Ficture oy Arauya o

~ “Trinamul unity S

\\.\XL RSPECIALCORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, Sept. 10: Trinamul Congress chief Ma-
mata Banerjee teday succeeded in putting up a
“show of unity™ at the parliamentary party meet-
ing that endorsed her decision 1o replace Sudip
Bandapadhyay with Ranjit Pania as the partv's
chief whip in the Lok Sabha.

The meeting at the south Calcutta residence of
Jadavpur MP Krigshna Bose was attended by all Tri-
namul MPs, including Bandopadhvay. Rehel MP
Ajit Panja was the only absentee.

He did not want to continue as the chief whip as
he was over-burdened with the work of several sta-
nding committees, Bandopadhyay said. He denied
differences with Mamata on organisational matte-
rs. “Today's meeting was held in an amicable atmo-
sphere. We have decided to maintain solidarity and
work together for the party’s expansion,” he said.

Briefing newsmen later, the Trinamul chief
said the meeting expressed shock at the Rajdhani
derailment near Gaya and called for the formation
of an expert group to suggest steps to enhance pas-
senger security

,Oﬂ

The meeting dld not demand railway mmlster
Nitish Kumar's resignation, but felt there was need
for greater vigil along the railway tracks apd to in-
tensify steps to ensure safety and security of rail-
way equipment and passengers. It condoled the
deaths and demanded adequate compen:,atlon for
the bereaved families.

Mamata, accompanied by Bandopadhya& went
to Howrah station this evening.

Informed sources said Bandopadhyay realised
the need for a patch-up with the Trinamul chief as
his tift with her was sending wrong sigialg to the
party’s rank and file and witimately doing no good
to his image.

Mamata. too, did not wani to lose the confidence
of her long- nme associate and utllised foday's
meeting to put up an everything's fine shotw.

Sources said a move may be afoot to win over
Ajit Panja, who was suspended for his anti-Mama-
ta tirade and defying the party line on the partner-
ship with the NDA. The new chief whip, Ajit
Panja’s younger brother, is likely to take a fresh ini-
tiative to bring Mammata and the rebel leader to the
talks table, .
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“DOOR OPEN FOR RECONCILIATION: MAMATA

Trinamool not to be

yiﬂ'j
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By K.V, Prasad

NEW DELHI, AUG. 13, [rked at not
being heard on the Eastern Rail-
way bifurcation lssue, the Tri-
namool Congress chief,
Mamata Banerjee, today decid-
ed to distance her party from
the Narional Democratic Alli-
ance, but stopped short of puil-
ing the drawbridges completely.
“Until and unless the issue of
rajlway bifurcation is sorted out
to its safisfaction, the Trina-
mool Congress will not he part
and parcel of the NUOA" said a
unanimous resolution adopted
by the party's working commit-
tee after an hour-iong meeting.
Yet, as Ms, Banerjee's party
sought 1o seund a warning note,
the Vajpayee-led NDA Govern-
ment cauld well ook forward to
the return of rwo MPs from Ram
Vitas Paswan's Lok fanshakti to
the eonalision, The {ormer Union
Minister, Jai Naravan Prasad
‘Nishad', and Ramesh figajinagi
spiit from the four-member Lok
Janshakii in the Lok Sabha and
decided 1o form a separate par-
ry, the Janata Dal (JP}, here to-
day. Both the MPs met the Lok
Sabha Speaker, Manohar Joshi,
and sgught separate seat alloca-
rion, Mr. Paswan, who left the
NDA over the Gujarat issue,
now has, besides himsell, his
brother. Ramchander Paswan,
in the Parliamentary party.
Unlike the previcus gecasian
-— gfter the Tehelka episode —
when she pulied our frum the
NDA, this time ground Ms. Ba-
nerjee kept }be}dom open for

T

part of NDA

reconciliation. While announc-
ing the decision, she said she
would meet the Prime Minister,
Aral Behari Vajpayee. after the
{ndependence Day 10 discuss
the issue.

A day after she led a sit-in
protest here and refused to vote
for the NDA's Vice-Presidential
candidate, Ms. Banerjee alsa
had to make efforts to chalk out
a "middie path” with half her
party MPs apparently against
leaving the NDA, while the oth-
ers advocated a hard line.

interestingly, of the nine MPs
the Trinamool Congress has in
the Lok Sabha, Ajit Panja had
fallen our earlier. Of the eight, a
section,  including the chief
whip, Sudip Bandopadvay, and
Ranjit Panja, favoured the party
continuing in the NDA while
another faction, including Nit-
ish Sengupta, Krishna Baose and
the Kolkata Mayor, Subrata

wdZ TN
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Mukherjee, preferred  parting
ways with the NDA,

While  officially, the BIP
spokesman, Arun laitley, ap-
pealed to Ms, Banerjee to re-
consider its position, he pointed
out that the Prisne Minister had
gane to the extent af having the
bifurcation reconsidered by the
Union Cabinet. With a comfort-
able arithmetic in irs favour, the
Bi# does not seem too eager Lo
accommodate Ms, Banerjee, es.
pecially after the resounding
victory by s Vice-Presidential
candidate,  Bbairon  Singh
Shekhawalt.

[ncidentally, Mr, Shekhawat
spoke to Ms. Banerjee (oday
and the latter now plans 10 call
on the Vice President-elect.

Internal matter: BIP

UNI reports from Kolkata:

The BIP in West Bengal today |
reserved its comment on the”
Trinamool Congress's decision:
o withdraw {from the NDA, de-
scribing # as their “internal
matter’.

“For us it s an internal mai-
ter of the party in which the BJP
has nothing o do,” the West
Bengal B[P vice-president, Mu-
zaffar Xhan, said. He said,
“frorn AITC supreme Mamata
Banerjee’s statement it was noi
clear (to us) whether she had
decided tn snap ties with the
NDA permanently or only con-
ditionally”,

'She had taken a similar step
earlier also and so weday’s deci-
sian did not surprise us at al,”
he added,

b



Trinamul divided over

@ staymg with NDA

Mmun Mews Sarvine

New Delhi, Aug. 12, — The unity, shown by
the Trinamul Congress at today's dharna at
Jantar Mantar, may not last long if Miss Ma-
mata Banerjee decides to quit the NDA at 1o0-
morrow’s working commitiee meeting,

Sharp differences in the party came to the
fore after Miss Baneriee bluntly turned down
requests from the Prime Minister’s emissary,
minister of state Vijay Goel to cast votes for
the NDAs vice-presidential candidate Mr
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat. The Trinamul lead-
er clung to her word that the Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee should first review the
proposed bifurcation of Eastern Railway.

A party MP said: “Mr Goel's visit was per-
haps the last face-saver that the government
had to offer and it was unfortunate that she
failed 1o see the writing on the wall. The deci-
sion to boycott the poll was naive in light of the
fact that Mr Shekhwat won by a margin of 149
votes, 40 more than what was expected by the
poll managers,”

Even the BJP parliamentary party spokes-
man, Mr Vijay Kumar Malhotra, admitted that
her dharna was an “embarrassment” to the

Centre. } Q’ 8

“Miss Banerjee Is in a severe dilemjma and is
apprehensive that her party being solidly be-
hind her on the issue. Her credentials before
the people in the state and elsewhere would gu
down considerably, A decision 1o this effect
might be postponed for some later date”, said
another Trinamul leader.

Party sources said “She is likely to face stiff
opposition from the person who had been re-
garded as her deputy, Mr Sudip Bandopadhyay,
who favours continuance of ties with the NDA.”
“He might get support from other leaders in-
cluding some MPs and the leader of opposition
in the West Bengal Assembly, Mr Pankaj Bane-
fjee.”

He said Mr Bandopadhyay had a “fieree”
with Miss Banerjee in the last working commit-
tee meeting held in Kolkata on July 31 and &
decision had to be postponed Lill August 13. He
urged her in that meeting to join the Cabinct
and continue with the NDA as a reverse deci-
sion would be suicidal for the party. Mr Bando-
padhyay was of the opinion that the party could
not wage a single-handed battle against all po-
litical forces i the state, namely the Left
Front, Congress and BIP.

-
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Mamata hi

OUR CORRESPONDENT '\

Jhargram, Aug. 9: The BJP-led
Centre and the Left Front gov-
ernment in Bengal were the twin
targets of Mamata Banerjee at a
rally here this afternoon.
Addressing the meeting on
the occasion of the 60th anniver-
sary of “Quit India” movement,
the Trinamul Congress leader
ruled out any compromise on
her stir against the bifurcation
of Eastern Railway, She urged
the people to get ready for a “long
and sustained battle to save the
state’s economy threatened by
i the railway minister’'s move”.
“We will fight against the
- Centre’s step-motherly attitude

SO VA
tosx"ards Bengal and the state
government’s atrocities on our
party workers,” she said.

Mamata said she would meet
President A.PJ. Abdul Kalam
“as alastresort to prevent the bi-
furcation if our dharna in front
of the Prime Minister's resi-
dence on Monday fails to evoke
any response”, *If the President
does not respond favourably, our
movement will be along and sus-
tained one,” she added.

Turning her guns on the Left
Front, the Trinamul chairper-
son said the arrest of villagersin
tribal areas of West Midnapore
was a ploy to make the area “op-
position-free” before the pan-
chayat polls.

its left,

L(‘

right

Wlthout naming  Avijit

{nha, the excise official who
committed suicide, and lecturer
Kaushik Ganguly, who were ar-
rested for alleged links with the
People's War, Mamata said no
one could condone the police tor-
ture onthem.

“When such things take
place, who can rest in peace?”
she asked.

The Trinamul chairperson
warned that the state govern-
ment could not deter her sap-
porters from fighting the CPM’s
atrocities. “The railways are
going, the coal is gone, what will
remain in the state are jails
which will be filled hy us,” Ma-
mata said. )
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Oppose Mamata’s quit-NDA
move, partymen tell Sudip

Anindya Sengupta in Kolkata

Aug. 8. — Some Trinamui MPs and MLAs
have asked Mr Sudip Bandopadhbyay to op-
pose Miss Mamata Banerjee at the party's
working committee meeting on 13 August if
she decides to quit the NDA,

Leaving the NDA will be suicidal, they
said. For. the resultant three-way split of an-
ti-Left votes will give the Left Front a walk-
over in next year's panchayat polls.

The move is reportedly an attempt to “cut
Mr Subrata Mukherjee down 10 size”. Many
leaders hold him responsible for pushing
Miss Banerjee into taking a hawkish stand
against the NDA.

Mr Mukherjce has been lashing out at Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee and Mr LK Advani re-
portedly with the Trinamul chief’s blessings.

Mr Bandopadhyay and some senior leaders
are opposed to any criticism of the BIP/NDA,
This would dash hopes of ministerial berths
and the party would lose the political clout
needed to fight the LE they said.

Criticising the mayor’s remarks against the
Prime Minister and Mr Advani, Mr Bando-
padhyay said Miss Banerjee had been “hijack-
ed” by Mr Mukherjee. He reportedly said a
dharna outside Rail Bhavan was okay, a sit-in
demonstration outside the Prime Minister's
residence was not. “How would she (Mamata)
have reacted if there bad been a dharna out-
side her Kalighat residence during her stint as
railway minister.” Mr Mukherjee’s tirade
apainst Mr Advani is an effort to create a rift

TR QTATECM AR
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between the Deputy Prime Minister and Mr
Vajpavee, he said.

Most MPs and MLAs have asked Mr Ban-
dopadhyay to raise these issues at the working
committee meeting, and, if necessary, take a
stand against Miss Banerjee. Mr Saugata Roy
and Mr Sobhandeb Chanopadhyay are tryifig
to mobilise support for Mr Bandopadhyay.
They have promised to back him at the meet-
ing. Leaders like Mr Bikram Sarkar and Mrs
Krishna Bose are still not sure what stand
Miss Banerjee would take at the meeting,

Leaders are peeved at Miss Banerjee’s de-
cision to entrust Mr Dinesh Trivedi and Mr
Nitish Sengupta, party MPs, with the respon-
sibility of sorting out matters with the central
BIP leadership.

Asked if Miss Banerjee would atiend Sun-
day's NDA meeting, Mr Pankaj Banerjee,
Leadier of the Opposition, said: “She will take
a decision at the right moment.”

The BIP today said Miss Mamata Banerjee
would be under pressure from within the par-
ty to attend the Prime Minister's dinner
meeting on Sunday, adds a report from Del-
hi. This will be her last chance to redeem her
image within the NDA. Leaders brushed
aside the possibility of a split in the Trinamul
but said the party would welcome it.

Miss Banerjee has urged the Union law
minister 1o go by the Supreme Court's verdict
on poli reforms. In a letter to the Centre, she
said candidates should come clean on their
activities and declare their assets. Mr Bane-
rjee said the parly was waiting for a reply
from the Centre.
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Advani

the throne:

KOLKATA, Aug. 7. — Eminent educa-
tionists today supported Miss Mamata
Banerjee on the ER division issue, taking
advantage of which the party described
Mr LK Advani as the “repository of ex-
tra-constitutional powers”.

The Trinamul chief said the Deputy
Prime Minister was using such powers
against West Bengalt's interests. Till now,
she had been criticising Mr Advani in her
speeches, without naming him. Today's
written resolution, in a sense, is a depar-
ture from earlier practice.

A party resolution, read out and adop-
ted at the historic Town Hall this after-
noon, condemned the manner in which
“Mr Nitish Kumar had heen directly ai-
ded and abetted by Mr Advani to take
the country for a ride”. “The Union Cab-
inet surrendered to Mr Kumar’s unethi-
cal and unprincipled decision. Mr Kumar
was supported by Advani,” the Trinamul
resolution said. The move will spell
doom for Eastern and South Eastern
Railways and “West Bengal's economy as
a whole”, The resolution vrged Trinamul
men to “unmask the Curzons and
Mountbattens” of this era, presumably
hinting at the BJP and the CPI-M.

Academicians today took seats beside
Miss Mamata Banerjee, lending a dimen-
sion to her atherwise routine party gather-
ings and, in effect, giving a fillip to her “un-
compromising” agitation on the ER divi-
sion. Mr Pratap Chunder Chunder, former
Union education minister, Mr Santosh
Bhattacharyya, former Calcutia University

power
M

Miss Mamata Banerjee ties a rakhi on former
Union minister Mr Pratap Chunder Chunder
as part of her ‘Unity Day' programmes fo
rally support over the ER issue.

In Kolkata on Wednasday. — The Statesman

vice-chancellor, and Mr Dilip Sinha, for-
mer Visva-Bharati vice-chancellor, shared
the rostrum with Miss Banerjee. They
stressed the need for immediate Central
intervention to “protect the interests of
Benga! and the country as a whole”,

An otherwise vociferous Miss Bane-
riee today took a restrained and mild ap-
proach while addressing the Town Hall
gathering, probably prompted by the
presence of the stalwarts. She reminded
party leaders of the battle Rabindranath
Tagore had launched from Town Hall
against Bengal’s division. BC Roy had
forced Jawaharlal Nehru to re Lal

-
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amata

Bahadur Shastri as railway minister as he
had tried te split the railways” against
Bengal's interests. “Let history repeat it-
self”, Miss Banerjee said. hinting that the
Prime Minister should do a Nehru by re-
placing Mr Nitish Kumar.

The Trinamul chief said her party was
not against the creation of 100 railway
zones at Hajipur, but resented efforts to
5natch West Bengal's “pride and proper-

“We are being labelled as parochial-
lsls The labelicrs wouldn't mind calling
Tagore a parochialist too. The Centre’s
deatsion is unfair and unjust. We will do
whatever necessary to continue with our
agitation.”

Mr Santosh Bhattacharyya criticised
moves to downplay the ER division and
criticised the CPI-M without naming it.
“The largest party in the state is against
the ER division. But the parly finds
sumething wrong in bandhs and maha-
michhifs, This is contradictory. I'm not a
political party member. But I have come
here as the state’s interests are being bar-
tered away.”

Mr Pratap Chunder Chunder praised
Miss Banerjee’s stand on the ER issue,
hoping “good sense would prevail on the
Centre™, Mr Dilip Sinha supported the
Trinamul resolution, deerving forces
which had “joined hands clandestinely”
to allow the division.

The party will observe 1 October as
*black day' and send a memorandum 1o
the President.

It will hold a rally at the Brigade Pa-
rade grounds on {8 December te un-
nounce its “largescale agitation™ on the
ER division,



4« Trinamool targets

By 0+r Special Correspondent

KOLKATA, AUG. 2. The Trinarmool
Congress today launched a di-
. rect attack on the Deputy Prime
. Minister, L.K. Advani, calling
. him "the villain” of the piece in
_ the Eastern Railway bifurcation
- issue. The party leaders charged
Mr. Advani and Bengal's ruling
comimunists with entering into
"a secret deal” by which the
Centre, they claimed, would
bail out the crisis-ridden Bengal
by offering funds in exchange
for which the communists
would remain “silent” on the bi-
furcation issue.

Addressing a ‘dbharna’ at the
esplanade area in central Kolka-
tain protest against the bifurca-
tion plan, Mayor Subrata
Mukherjee mounted a scathing
attack on Mr. Advani while the
© party supporters cheered him
with slogans: “Advani hathao,

I
desh bachhao.”

The Trinamool leader, Ma-
mata Banerjee, maintained that
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, had the honest inten-
tion of looking into Bengal's
case against the bifurcation
with sympathy but was power-
less to do so.

“He (Mr. Vajpayee) cannot do
anything now though he is the
head of the Cabinet. We contin-
ue to respect him but if he is not
allowed tc do anything and the
Cabinet takes unilateral and a
political decisien on bifurca-
tion, we cannot remain silent,”
she said.

Ms. Banerjee, however, of-
fered the BJP-run NDA space for
manoceuvre by suggesting that it
could provide her with a “face-
saver” by including Dhanbad
and Katihar in the re-organised
Eastern railway.

“We will appeal to the Presi-

Advani
o l/”'
dent of India to treat Bengal's
case with sympathy if the Cen-
tre fails to do so,” she said.
According to observers, Ms.
Banerjee has realised that the
BIP leadership is not in a posi-
tiont to bail her out especially af-
ter her attacks on Mr. Advani,
She is said to have told the
party leaders that the Trina-
mool might have to “declare a
war” against the BIP in the com-
ing days and, if it did so, the
principal target of attack would
be Mr. Advani who is perceived
to be backing the Railway Min-
ister, Nitish Kumar, !
As part of its new strategy, the !
Trinamool would try and pro- .
ject Bengal's ruling communists
as “close to communatl forces”.
This, according to her, is re-
flected in the proximity they en-
joy with Mr, Advani whose
“links with the RSS” is
well-knowr.

———
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- Mamata to wait till Aug.

s¢w-on fly. bifurcation

By Our Special Correspondent

KOLKATA, JULY 31, Pressured by
party MPs and key
functionaries, the Trinamont
Congress supreme, Mamata
Banerjee, said that she would
prefer 10 give the Centre “one
more chance” to reconsider
the proposal 1o bifurcate the
Fastern Railway.

As a news conference at her
south Kolkata residence, Ms.
Banerjee said the pany
working commifiee which met
here during the day reviewed
the situation and decided to
walt for a while before taking
the “drasiic step of guitting
the NDA".

Ms, Buneriee apparently
rried 10 limit the damage by
assuring the NIA leadership
that her party would not
support the Opposition
nominee but stay away from
voting in the coming vice-
presidential election scheduled
for August 12,

“We will wait Ul August 12
By then, if the Centre does not
review the bifurcation plan, we
will have no option but to quit
the alliance,”” Ms, Banerjee
said.

According w Trinamool

sources, Ms, Banerjee {s under
wemendous pressure from the
party MPs angd senior leaders
tn “go slow” on the NDA.

They argued that Ms,
Banerjee would comimit yet
another biunder if she
snapped her ties with the NDA
now. “Our credibility as a
pofitical party is rather jow at
this point in time because of
our past actions in regard to
the NDA. We cannot afford 1o
be a laughing stock by once
again leaving the Alliance on
one particular issue,” many
leaders 1old the Trinamool
chiel.

The pro-NOA Trinamoo!
MPs also told Ms. Banerjee
that the party needed some
more time to examine the
repercussions of departure
from the NDA.

Besides, the patty would be
required to find out whether
the Congress was stifl keen on
having # back as an ally. “The
Trinamool cannot survive if it
has 1o fight a hosdte NIDA, on
the one hand, and collgborate
with an Opposition aloof w
1he Trinamool’s needs, on the
other, the leaders said.

Ms, Banerjee, however, said
that she had decided 1o wait

L]
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for a few more dayq only
because Vijay Goel from the
Prime Minister's Office and
the Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, today told her to
do so.

“They telephoned me ta say
that 1 should not do anvihing
drastic as the Government is
trying to do something about
bifurcation,” she said.

Even though Ms. Ranerjee
did not make caustic
comments about the Deputy
Prime Minister, 1.K. Advani,
she made it clear that her
views an the Frime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and bi
present position in the o
Govermument reruained
unchanged.

Without naming Mr. Advani.
she sugpested that the power
levers were controlied by bim
and not by the Prime Minister.

“We supported the NDIA
because of the Prime Minister.
But the wav NDA is running
now, we have no doubt that
the Prime Minster has no
powers,” Ms. Banerjee said.
She plans a Bengal bandh on
August § and a si(-in-
demonstration in {front of the
Prime Minister's residence in
New Delhi on August 12,

o
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Atal derails Mamata,

Eastern Rly to

be split

ERGIvE

A political decision, says Trinamool chief

Deepak Razdan and
Arindam Sarkar
New Delhi, July 29

iN A clear rebuff to Mamata
Banerjee, the Union Cabinet
tonight reaffirmed its decision
to create seven new railway
zones, rejecting the Trinamool
Congress chief’s demand that
the bifurcation of Eastern Rail}-
way be rolled back.

In Kolkata, 2 shocked Mamata
emerged from her Kalighat
house for a couple of minutes to
say this was “a political decision
taken to please some NDA allies.
1 presume it was taken to reward
Nitish Kumar for what he said
after the Godhra incident”. She
was, however, silent on the ques-
tion of pulling out of the NDA.
That decision will now be taken
at a meeting of Trinamool MPs
convened by her on Wednesday.

Today, Mamata sent a note to
the Prime Minister in which she
“hoped that justice would be
done to the Trinamool demand”.
Realising that the entire deci-
sion to create a new zone at Ha-
jipur would not be revaked, she
pleaded that the lucrative Dhan-
bad division remain with East-
ern Railway Her letter was
handed over to Union Minister
Vijay Goel by Trinamool Rajya
Sabha MP Dinesh Trivedi.

But at the Cabinet meeting
chaired by the PM, Mamata’s de-
mand found few takers. Deputy
Prime Minister LK Advani, NDA
convener and Defence Minister
George Fernandes stood solidly
behind the Railway Minister’s
mave to create new zones.

Political observers say that
the Cabinet decision clearly in-
dicates that the BJP leadership
has made its choice between

¥

Mamata Banerjee
Siemped

West Bengal and Bihar, where
the saffron party has greater po-
litical stakes. Railway Minister
and Samata MP Nitish Kumar
hails from Bihar and so does the
JD{ leader Sharad Yadav.

Asked if the Cabinet took note
of the Trinamool Congress
leader’s protests gver the new
zones, Information and Broad-
casting Minister Sushma Swaraj
told reporters that Cabinet deci-
sions were “administrative and
professional” decisions taken
without “political considera-
tions”.

She said the Cabinet not only
confirmed the new zones’ cre-
ation but upheld the Railway
Ministry® notifications to opera-
tionalise them. While the East
Central Railway, headquartered
at Hajipur, and the North West-
ern Railway (at Jaipur) would be
operational from October 1, the
rest. would start functioning
from April 1, 2003.

Didi undecided,
Left to hit
the streets

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 28

WHILE THE Trinamool
Congress is still undecided
over the course of action it
is going to take to protest
today's Cabinet decision.
the Left Front has made up
its mind to hit the streets
from tomorrow.

“On Wednesday, our sup-
porters will agitate at 21l
railway stations. This will
be followed by a massive
demonstration in front of
the Eastern Railway head-
guarters on August 2,7
State CPI(M) secretary
Anil Biswas told reporters.

Mamata Banerjee today
said that the Trinamool
would frame its response
by Wednesday. She has
called a meeting of party
leaders where the issue
would be discussed thread-
bare. But some senior Tri-
nameol leaders felt that
pulling out of the NDA is
the only option left before
Mamata. They gave hints
that the Trinamool leader
would now go all out
against Railway Minister
Nitish Kumar and expose
his role in hushing up the
Godhra incident.

~
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ANINDYA SENGUPTA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, July 20. — The
impasse in the Trinamul be-
tween senior leaders eager
for more ministerial berths at
the Centre and Miss Mamata
Baneriee, who's refusing to
budge on the ER bifurcation
issue, has taken a new turn.
The Trinamul chief has now
told her party colleagues that
if they persist with their de-
mand that she join the Cabi-
net and bargain for more
MoS posts for the party, she
will rejoin the ministry but
quit if the Centre doesn’t re-
consider the ER issue.
Having not found enough
reasons for continuing with
the demand for a review of
the ER bifurcation prior to
rejoining the ministry, Tri-
namu! leaders had argued
that she should rethink. But
Miss Banerjee’s latest stand
has ensured that the im-
passe remains.
. When party leaders told
her, in private, that her pres-
ence in the council of minis-
ters (and more ministerial

amata firm

. X
Y-

berths) rathe?dngn twa ER

divisions would be more ad-
vantageous, Miss Banerjee
reportedly told them that she
was amenable to acceding to
their request if they had no
objections with her quitting
the Cabinet if the Centre re-
fused to accept her demands.
Miss Banerjee has been
clearly told by the NDA lead-
ership that she will have tao
rejoin the Cabinet without
getting  pre-conditions., A
mini-reshuffle is expected on
27 July and Miss Banerjee
will have to make up her
mind at the earliest as party
leaders believe that chances
of yvet another reshuffle are
remote. Mr George Fer-
nandes, NDA convener,
made it clear to her, at a one-
to-one in his chamber om
Thursday, that it won't be
possible {or the NDA to re-
consider the Cabinet decision
unless she joins the minisury.
Miss Banerjee, on the othey
hand, wants the NDA to pro-
vide her with a face-saver in
the form of keeping work re-
lating to the creation of new
zones in abéyance. ’

-
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S5 Mamala B%L-r]ce
and her supporiers
have launched inta

celebrations over Sawurday's dedi-
sion 10 send the matter of new
rail zones to Cabinel for reconsid-
eration even as there are few
signs 10 suggest thai the top dedi-

Mamata: FLie-Fuop

sion-making body could unda
the work of railways minister, Ni-
tish Kumar.

Ms Banerjee, acvording 10 re-
ports from Kolkata, welcomed
the idea of a review by the Cabi-
net, while supporters said that
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee’s
dedsion has removed the hurdles
from the Trinamool leader’s re-
turn to the Cabinet.

NIA circles, however, remain
sceptical that the Cabinet on
Tuesday could order the rollback
that Ms Banerjee is looking for-
ward to. After starting off as a
Bengal versus Bihar tussle, the
matter has acquired wider di-
mension bringingin many siates.
Saturday’s newspapers carried
full-page insert issued by the
Qrissa governument in support of
Mr Kumar’s decision to create
new zones, one of which is to
come up in Bhubaneshwar. Chief
ministers of other states where
NDA hasimportant stakes— Ra-
jasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Jhark-
hand and Chhattisgarh — have
already publicly endorsed the de-
cision, and that leaves Prime Min-
ister with little room toaccommo-
date Ms Banetjee,

There are other {actors work-
ing to the disadvantage of the Tri-
namool leader, First, ner oppoesi-

P

\
Qur Political Bureaul s

to do Mamata
<bidding on ER

George talks
Mamata into

attending
NDA meet

New Delhi
R
A day afier the government
decided 10 refer the Fastern
Railway bifurcation contro-
versy to the Union Cabinet,
NDA convenor Grorge Fer-
nandes spoke to Trinamool
Congress  chief Mamata
Banerjec alter which she par-
ticipated in the NDA meet.
“We are very keen that she
joins the gavernment,” Mr
Fernandes told reporters on
Sunday. He said the biturca-
tion issue did not tigure in the
NDA meeting. “This matier
has been referred 1o the Cabi-
net. L am sure something will
emerge,” Mr Fernandes said.
Following her discussion
with Mr  Fernandes, Ms
Banerjee lefr Kolkata to par-
ticipate in the NDA meeting,
which was also atiended by
Railway Minister Nitish Xu-
mar.Before leaving Kolkata,
Ms Banerjee referred to her
lalk with Mr Fernandes as
{ruittul and welcomed the de-
cision to reconsider the bifur-
cationissite. “1am happy with
the dedsion and am grateful
to both the Prime Minister
Asal Behari Vajpayee and
deputy prime minister LK.
Advani,”shesaild.  —PT1

tivn may have found endorse-

ment from retived railway offi- -

clals, but are easy to be countered
on the political plane. She was
supportive of the decision and
turned against it only after Mr
Kumar decided to hive oft
Mughalsarai and Dhanbad divi-
sions of the Kolkata-headquar-
tered Eastern Railway.

Secondly, the Vajpayee, Ad-
vaniand Pernandes irio is aware
that their colleague will walk out
rather than commit harakiri by
supporting any move 1 reverse
the decision,

[ —

The Economie Time.
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* Track to nowhere

Muamata Banerjee’s obsession with the CPI(M)’s excesses has made her blind to the big picture. Having lost
her political moorings, she is now helplessly adrift in both Bengal and Delht, says Amulya Ganguli

MAWMATA BANERJEE'S could have been
a success story resembling a fairy tale. A
woman from a humble background ditch-
ing her own decrepit party and taking on
Goliath in the shape of the CPI(M). In &
real sense, she was a phenomenon wait-
ing to happen for she represented the
suppressed angetr and frustration of
every one of those who were at the re-
ceiving end of the CPI(M)'s arrogance
and anger.

For many years before Mamata's emer-
gence as a prominent leader, Bengal pre-
sented the curious picture of a major all-
India organisation, with a secure 40 per
cent vote bank in the state, hamstrung by
its own f{actionalism and inefficiency
Nowhere else has a party with a seem-
ingly impregnable and not inconsider-
able base of support failed as miserably
as the Congress has in Bengal. The Con-
gress securad 36.2 per cent of the votes in
1991 that rose to 38.4 in 1996. In contrast,
the CPI{M) received 35.2 per cent in 1991
and 36.7 In 1996,

The reasan why the CPI(M) stili re-
mains in the driver’s seaf is that the Left
Frent, as a whole, got more — 48.7 in 1891
and 49.08 in 1996, If the Congress failed, it
is abviously because it lacked leadership.
While its younger generation was never

-guite able to shed its Youth Congress im-

age. which had helped it 50 much in the
late Sixties and early Seventies to face
the first Leftist challenge, its elderly lead-
ers acted either like clowns (like Sid-
dhartha Shankar Ray) ar as canny time-
servers (like Pranab Mukherjee) or were
simply unfit in all senses of the term
{}ike Barkat Ghani Khan Choudhury).
Little wonder, thevefore, that when Ma-

mata gave some indication of filling the
vacuim, she received enthusiastic sup-
port from the traditional Congress sup-
porters. In their fervour, Mamata’'s sup-
porters were willing to overiook many of
her obvious flaws — her lack of sophisti-
cation (no mean reguisite in a state re-
plete with culture vultures), her whimsi-
ral nature, born perhaps of an innate
lack of confidence which makes her
overtly combative, and her ideological
hlind spot, which was to play havoc with
her political posttres later

When she first made ter presetnce felt,
the CPIM) was unnerved, for not since
the demise of the Naxalites had the
Marxists faced anyone like her. ft was not
surprising, therefore, that there were at
least two attempts to eliminate her phys-
ically — an aspect of politics about
which the communists have never been
squeamish.

RBut they needn’t have bothered. They
could have banked on the Congress {o

1

|

|

)

!

f
N
..4£
}

|

!

I

}

A

PHOTR: SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY

Mamata Banerjee is her own worst enemy. Her constant tantrums have bhegun to alienate
even her loyalists, eroding her famous mass base.

shoot itself in the foot. Whether it was
Pranab Mukherjee or Somen Mitra, nei-
ther was willing to let Mamata have her
way against the CPI(M) under the overall
leadership of the party, For in that case
she would hiave stolen their thunder

The Congress's customary factional-
ism first led to her mavrginalisation with-
in the outfit and then to the party’s spiit.
A look at the percentages of votes se-
cured by the Trinamool Congress shows
how the standard 40 per cent vote bank of
the party had been divided between the
fwo. In 1998, the Trinamool secured 24.3
per cent to the Congress’ 15.04 while in
1999, the Trinamool got 26.06 to the
Congyress’ 13.2. In 2001, the Trinamool se-
cured 30.6 per cent to the Congress’ 8.2,
But the CPIM) no longer had any

TEASON 1O WOrTy.

It knew that Trinamool’s alliance with
the BIP meant that it was moving into an
orbit of politics whose future was uncer-
tain. For a start, such a tie-up will alwavs
be something of a liability in a state in
which the BJF doest’t have a base — the
BJPs share of votes in Bengal having
faflen from 1.4 in 1991 to 6.4 in 1996 and
5.111 2001, At the Centre, the Trinamool’s
alliance with the BJP is of limited use
considering the rickety nature of the
present coalition in Dellii and because of
the possibiiity that the BJP may not be
able to form one at the time of the next
general election because of the party’s
return to its hardline Hindutrva agenda.
The Trinamool is in a sinking boat,

All that it may expect to get our of irs
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ties with the BJP is a ministership. But
that will not hide its irrelevance at the
state level, In this respect, the Trinamool
seems to have joined other such locally
icrelevant parties as Samarta, which is
now of little consequence in Bihar, or
Janata Dal (United) which doesn’t seem
to have a base anywhere, or parties like
the PMK or MDMEK which play na more
than a marginal role in Tamil Nadu.

Arguably. Mamata is her own worst
enemy. Having left her natural home (the
Congress)y, she has lost her political
moorings and is now heluplessly adrift
both in Bengal and at the Centre. What is
raore, her tantrums have begun to irri-
tate even her (steadily dwindling) num-
ber of supporters, Besides, as her quick-
fire changes of allegiance at the time of
last vear's election from the BJP to the
Congress and back showed, she has no
firm convictions. If she is not cate-
gorised as an opportunist, it is because of
the apparent sincerity with which sheex-
presses herself. In this respect, she is con-
sidered naive raiher than a schemer. But
that doesn’t make her any more reliable
as an ally than a waditional aya ram gava
ram brand of a politician.

The main reason for her present
plight is that her strength has become
her weakness. Her single-minded obses-
sion with the CPI(M)'s excesses (of which
there is no doubt} has made her oblivious
of the gverall picture, She doesn’t have a
naticnal vision. She didn't realise that
her alliance with the BJP will make her
court a brand of politics that has nega-
tive features like communalism.

In the context of Indian history, the
BJP represents a political philosophy
baged on fascistic and revivalist concepts
which are as distinet from the Congress
and Leftist ideplogies as black is from
white. Mamata, however, appears bliss-
fully oblivions of this distinction and un-
aware of the danger of her ties with the
BJP alienating her from the minorities
and the liberal-minded among the Hin-
dus. What she falled to realise is that it is
possible to oppose a party at the state lev-
el while cooperating with it at the Centre
in keeping with a larger vision, as both
the Congress and the CPI(M) have been
doing. And as she is now doing over the
issue of bifurcating the Eastern Railway.
T1is a pity, however, that she failed in her
original mission, allowing the CPI{M) to
forge ahead with an even greater vigour
than before. There was a need for some-
one to offer resistance to the unrelenting
Marxist jnggernaut in Bengal, But it had
10 be done in a sophisticated and imagi-
native manner. Mamata lacked hoth
these attributes. d

e
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..»The self-destructive trait

I\/Iamata Banerjee's demand to have the Eastem Railways bifurcation reviewed and fag it to the

NSTON Churchill was
onee  told by Lloyd
George that a Prime
Minister should be sur-
rounded by people who could stand
up to him and say “No”, not onee but
thrice. Mamata Banerjee, the cnfant
terrible of Indian polities, doesnd
have men of this category around
her.
Or she wouldn't have ditched
herself and her party by correlating
ministerial berths with an issue that

has little to de with the well-being of

the people of West Bengal, let alone
the rest of the country.
Sudip Bandupadhyay, who used to
be her trusted aide, has suddenty
fallen froin grace for being too close
to senior BJP leader Pramod
Mahajan. Nitish Sengupta doesa't
dare to speak out, fearing that Miss
Banerjee might put an end to
chances of him becoming a minister.
Ranjit Panja, a doctor of interna-
tional repule, loves to be a paticnt
when it comes to Miss Banerjec.
Krishna Bose is down with increas-
ing infirmities of age. Bikram
Sarkar has still not been able to shed

‘hIS bureaucratic attire, making him

an amateur politician, much to Miss
Banerjee’s comfort.

As for Anandamohan Biswas and
Akbar Ali Khondakar, Miss Baner-
je€'s is the last word.

That sums up the arrogance and
haughtiness of the Trinamul Cong-
ress chiefi brusque, and taking
decisions regardless of the opinions

“of other partly MPs and leaders,

Unless political caleulations change
dramatically ovor the coming days,
she must have understood by now
that the Vajpavee government could
not care less when it comes to
acceding to a demand raised by her,
Miss Banerjee’s demand to have the
Eastern Railways bifureation issue
reviewed und tag it to the Trinamul
(,nn{_,wm, s reinduction into the
niinistry i= but ansther suicidal step
which has exposed her to public
ridicule.

it has been proved yel again that
she believes in putling the cart
before the horse and loves to pay a
high price fur the umpteen biunders
she continues to commit.

handling.
“This means that the |
proposed  East-Central |

rinamul’s reinduction into the ministry is but another suicidal step which has exposed her to public

ridicule. 1t has been proved yet again that she toves to pay a high price for the umpteen blunders she

Take the ER bifurcation
issue. Nitish - Kumar's o
deciston would certainly
rob ER of its revenue- |
elastic Dhanbad division |
as it heavily contributes to |
the ER coffers through a
huge amount of (reight

Railwuays, with Hajipur s |
its headquarters, would !
be the beneficiary, mean- |
ing Bihar and Jharkhand.
Nitish Kumar wants lo
carve out hew zones for
Bihar's benefit, while
Miss Banerjee wants ER, |
and hence Bengal, to
retain ils pride of place.
But the question is that a
Bengal-Bihar tussle
would, in no way, affect
the revenues of Indian
Railways.

ER’s revenue loss could
be Kast-Central Ratlwayy’
revenue gain, But Indian
Railways, uas an’ inte-
grated network, remains
unatfected ju terms of
revenue. Nitish Kumar's
deciston i3 certainly a step
towards balkanisation, as
confining rallway opera-
tions 1o state boundaries
would mean a Railways general
manager often being pulled up by o
chiel minister or a state minister,
But Misa Banerjee necds o explain
how it 1s gomny to affeet West Bengul.
Miss Banerjees decision, promiped
by regional considerations,  isnt
soitething new, T the early 1930s,
the issue of whether linguistic con-
siderations should be the premise for
the reerganisation ol states had
turned into a raging debade.
Sensing  this early, the then
Congress leadership  had- formed

continues to commit,

. .
state units,fikc the Andhra Pradesh
and Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee, oven when there wasn't
an Andhra or a Kerala, Telugu had
been  the buasic reason for an

agitation which Jod o the ereation of

Andhira Pradesh.

Henee, Diss Banerjee’s penchant
for regionalising demands can be
understood given the profile of her
parly, Bul what is mesplicable is
the conplele absence of notions of
realpolitik by linking this te the
acceptance of ministerial berths,

)2

THE STATESMAN

writes ANINDYA SENGUPTA

Mamata Banerjee with her party leaders in Kolkata. The existence of the
Trinamul Congress cannot be fathomed beyond the hallowed portals of the West
Bengal Assembly, — Sailendra Mal.

Look at the facts. The Railways
minister took the ER bifurcation
decision at a Cabinet meeting. Miss
Banerjoe came to know of it Iater as
her party didnt have repre-
sentation in the Cabinet. That
should have been enough for her to
realise the importance of being a
minister as she would have gol
ample opportunity to put across her
views, e

Moreover, Sudip Bandopadhyay
could have registerod his protest

against the decision as a member of

- the Consultative Com-
mittee on Railwavs far
mare etfectively with his
i leader as minister.
The ER decision 13 to be
implemenied  on 1
L. October, meaning that
Miss Banerjee's accep-
tance of ministerial
berths would have paved
| the way tor a protracted
i battle in the Union
Cahinet against Nitish
| Kumar's decision.
There was also a chance
.| of some of the ministers
“y throwing their weight
! behind Miss Bancrjee in
! this regard. In Bengal,
! she could have judi-
ciously utilised the issue
| by directing partymen to
launch a massive agita-
tion, even by feeding
parochialism, if ne Ces-
sary.
However, she pr‘efers to
be the National Demo-
cratic Alliance’s problem
4% child, always looking up
! to the Prime Minis(er for
suceour. One could give
thanks that her political
naivete may end up spa-
ring us all. But for
Trinamul leaders, Miss
Banerjee’s decisions have
left them tearing their hair.
Indeed, the Trinamul Congress has
largely become a legislative party,
with every parly meet berng
managed by party legislators,
The existence of the parly cannot
be fathomed beyond the hallowed
portals of the Assembly where the
Trinamul Congress is too husy
flexing its  muscles  with  the
Congress than the Left ront.
A party that used to be known for
its organisational strength in the
city, etther side of Gangetic West

Bungnl and 100 miies avound the
outer limits of the city, is gradually
falling by the svayside, with
disenchanted viters queuing up iu
front of polling booths to exercsc
their franchise in favour of the Lefl
Front as Miss Banerjee has failed to
offer a viable alternative.

After the serious drubbing iu the
Asserbly polls, Miss Banerjee’s trip
to Agartala saw the Trinamul
Cungress candidate forfeiting his
deposit. Her distvict tours to drum
up support for the municipal polls
saw the party being humbled,
failing 1o bag a single municipalily.

Eleven of her party caodidates
revolted and withdrew their nomi-
nations for the Haldia municipal
polls. Her candidate for the Howrah
South seat forfeited his deposit.

At such a critical juncture, she
decides to sulk at Harish Chatterjec
Street, having convinced herself
that she had fought a valiant batile
for the people of West Bengal. )

She still doesnt realise that her
innumerable blunders won't keep
the Trinamul Congress flag flving
in Bengal, with a “resurgent’
Congress out to reap the benefits of
her inexplicable actions.

Her party rank and file, as well as
MLAs and MPs, keep discussing
bow fatal her decision to slay away
from the ministry couid be, But they
do not have the gall Lo question her
acts as she keeps dishmg out crazy,
nonsensical decisions to the party.

With the panchayat polls less than
a vear away, ministerial berths for
the Trinamul Congress would have
enabled Miss Banerjee to take the
wind out of Alimuddin Street's sails.

A rural development ministry
would have worked wonders for her,
come panchayat polls next year, A
Cabinet berth could have set the
bl rolling for her and would have
certainly  lifted  the  spirits ol
beleaguered Trindmul activists,

But she won't budge. Mamata
Banerjee, without her strealk of sclf:
destpuctiveness, amoants to Hamlet
without e Ghost,

tThe  author s Special Rep-

vesentatioe. Tl Statesman, Kold
Farted, s .
- 2
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HT Correspondent

New Delhi, July 3

ADOPTING A tough posture on
the issue of splitting the Eastern
Railway zone, Trinamoal Con-
gress chief Mamata Banerjee to-
day put the Vajpayee Govern-
ment on notice by giving the
Prime Minister 24 hours to settie
the dispute in her favour. Failing
this, she threatened, her party
would take to the streets in West
Bengal.

The Trinamaool leader report-
edly told Vajpayee that things
could “go beyond her control” if
her ultitnatum was ignored.

According to sources, Mamata
emphasised that the Centre’s in-
action on the issue would only
strengthen the impression that
the BJP is “only a party of the
cowbelt”. She also complained
that the decision on creating a
new railway zone headquartered
at Hajipur seemed to be influ-
enced by the fact that the Union
Couneil of Ministers was domi-
nated by MPs from Bihar while
West Bengal was grossly under-
represented.

With the PM himself logking
inte the matter and NDA conven-
er George Fernandes conducting
negotiations on his behalf, the
deadlock is expected to be bro-
ken soorn.

Sources said there was a
strong possibility that Mamata
would accept a ‘face-saving”
proposal from the Government
for setting up a Cabinet sub-com-
mittee to review the railway
zone proposal, The plan to start
the new Eastern Central zone
could be held in abevance till the
committee submitted its report.

A

1 puts

Govt on

Mamata Banerjee

Railway Minister Nitish Ku-
mar met Deputy Prime Minister
LK Advani this evening and is
helieved to have discussed the
contours of the formuja that is
being considered.

But earlier in the day there
was a showdown between the
Railway Minister and MPs from
Bengal, when Trinamool and
Left representafives on the Rail-
wavs Consultative Committee
walked out of a meeting in
protest against Nitish Kumar’s
remark that there was no ques-
tion of reviewing the decision to
bifurcate Eastern Railway and
that the new zonal headnuarters
at Hajipur wounld be functional
by October 1. Trinamoot MP
Sudip Bandvopadhyay led
the walkout stating that creating
the new zone was politically
motivated and would deprive
West Bengal of economic
development.
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Mamata Banerjee is her own worst enemy. She gives the
impeession that she doesn’t need the CPI-M o hurt her.
Her offer to accept any other portfolio except Raitways
provided she got two more berths could only have trritated her
friends. The BIP felt no obligation to go that far to placate her.
Fear of a tatl-out over Tehetka led her into a petulant resigna-
fion. There were twa dozen major rajlway projects, including
five in Wesrt Bengal, when she quit and she must have known .
that this would result in their {alling by the wayside. Her
political stakes in these projects like Tamiuk-Digha rait Tk
and Metro Raibway extension were high. Her fmage as a leader
who not only proamised but aiso delivered hinged on their early
completion. The Marxists, scared of the popular impact of bet
projects, branded ber 4 Bengadl chauvinist who was “"Bengal's
and not India’s railway minister”. They heaved a sigh of reficf
when she guit. It was a missed opportunity.

History repeated itself during the recent reshuffle when she
was vffered rural development and also a choiee of three other
purtfolios. Her senior party colleagues counselled her to opt
tor the first because of the immense scope it provided to
improve the country’s raral life. For Wast Bengal the portfolio
had a special significance because of the massive misuse of
central funds for rural development which she could have
sxposed, It would have made it possible fo put the entire
panchayat aperation under a scanper. The Trinamul could
have veaped political bepefit und made deep inreads into rural
Bengal. With the state panchayat elections due next year the
rnung would bave bees perfect. But that was not to be. She
missed another opportunity. which condd prove verv costly,



Mamata backt

Sanjay Singh in New Delh|

July 2. - - With the government
in o mood to relent, Miss Ma-
matla Banerjee todm climbed
down a bit [rom her stand.

She had demanded the rul-
wiy ministry for herself or an as-
surance that the government
would not go ahead with the pro-
posed division of Eastern Rl
wiay, Today, she asked the gon-
ernment 1o set up o comimittee
0 review the decisionp

INDA Teaders are iving e dJe-
fer o showdown beiween hiss
Banerjee and Mr Nitish Kumar,
“We constder Miss Baperjee's
latest gesture a5 positive. Firse,
she had demanded railways, Now
she has agreed o acceptany oth-
er purm)lm if the sovernment
promised to form 4 commiitice 10
review the ER divisivn proposal,
An assurance on this might be
given o her.” an officeal said,

Sources said Miss Banerjee
would fater take up the issue of
induciing twa ol her party

Samata piays the
upper-caste card

NEW DELHE Tulv 2. - Four
Samata Party MDs poday
cused the NDA leaduraof maver-
lovking the delicate buabnnee of
caste politics™ and wamed thag
the ruling coalinon wonld Tuce
its adverse cffects when clee-
tions are held.

SNDA will Tace the copse-
quences al least in Bilua, We
will suffer tow [Damipant
castes have been ignored in the
Cabinet expansion.” M P said at
a press conference. Thev sl
they would Jaunch muss-contagt
programmes in ihar e look
Tog an alternative o the BIP

Mr Prabhunuth Singh, Mr

Manjay Lal. Mr Arun Kumar
and Mr Rajiv Runpun “Lalan’
however said thev hud no plans
o guit the party.
Yechury on reshuffle: The Cuby-
net expansion has nuade a mock-
ery of the principies of wover-
nance and turmed the Union
council ol ministers W a joke.
CPI-M politburo. member Mr
Sitaram Yechyry said in Bhuba-
aeswar todat - SNS

ac-

i

i
IL.pI’LKLl'Ih]ll\L\ as -miniyers of

iate, sources said. She s stiil
;|\\';1i1ing o response from the
guverniment,

Trinamul chiet whip Mr Sadip
Bandopadhava said: “We have
not received any communicaiion
from the government. Our lead-
er has stated her pos:ition to the
Prime Minister. Tt is for him to
respond. Pending constitution of
A commitice and submission of
its repurt, the proposal should be
i abeyance. We would also have
1o ~¢e what modalities the gov-
crnment wants (o ofter and 1t has
o be acceplable to Miss Bane-
ree and Mr Kumar.”

Mr Bandopadhay suid  the
sland-ofl wouldnt have any
bearing on the party’s support to
the NDA.

The ruilway ministry's parliame-
ntary consultative commitles mee-
15 lomorrony. Mr Bandopadhay s a
member i the committee, Mr Ku-
mar will vhair the meeling.

Jayva gets her way: Even us Miss
Banerjec s selking over a suita-
ble Cabinet herth, Miss ) Jaya-

Wi

apl;s, again...

Nmsh back to business

NEW DELHLI, July 2. — [ts business as usual for Mr Nitish Ku-
mar at the Rail Bhavan. Amid hectic negotiations for a re-entry in-
to the Cabinet, the Mamata Banerjee camp continues to fume.
Mr Kumar has minister refused to comment on Miss Banarjee’s
refusal to accept a ministerial pest till she got the railway portfolio
or Mr Kumar was divested of its charge. His supporters dismissed
Miss Banerjee’s demand as “day-dreams” and her protest as “yet
another gimmick”. They ridiculed ber latest demand that the deci-
sion 1o carve an East Central Railway zone out of Eastemn Railway
reviewed. “The decision on East Central Zone cannot be reversed
in isolation: as the move to create seven new zones was a collective
decision,” an ofticial said. Miss Banerjee’s demands secking a “re-

view” of the decision by a panel

division to the eastern zone are “face-saving devices”,

or the restoration of the Dhanbad
he said,

“The decision to create an east-central zone has its administrative
reasons and it will stand any scrutiny.”

‘Mr Kumar said he had assured Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
that the proposed new zone would not affect the interests of West
Bengal or the eastern zong. — SNS

lalitha has had her way with the
Centre. She had demanded that
three Tamil outfits — the Tamil
MNadu Liberation Army, Tamil
National Retrieval Troops and
Akhil Bharat Nepul Ekta Samaj
— be banned under Pota, The

Centre today declared these out-
fits terrorist organisations and
banned them under Pota with im-
mediate elfect.

Editoriak: Counter-productive!
page 4

.. As letter delay dashes hopes

Anindya Sengupta in Kolkata

July 2 -

1 Bhavan for being sworn-in as a

minister without a partfolio, hop- |
ing that she would get a call from

e PMO with the assuranee that

the Fastern Railways bifurcation

Bstie would be reviewed.

A delayed decision, however,

with regard 1o dispatching the let- |

ter 1w the PMO dushed her hopes.

Trinamul Congress sourees in
Delhi said today that the party was
SN mpt‘tu of geting ministerial
herths, The exercise would have

heen camplete had the Tetter (o the Prime Minister

arvived carly in the dey, they said.

Miss Bunerjee. after having learnt that she won't
set the railways portfolio, tricd to press the bar-
gaining lever by raising (wo demands — that Mr
Nitish Kumay be removed from railways, or the ER

Filurcation ssue be reviewed,

The decision was taken late in the afternoon and
party MP Mr Dinesh Trivedi was asked o take the
fotier and hand 1t over 1o the PMO. Mr Trivedi re-
rortediv assured the party leadership that he
would ensure a review of the ER bifurcation,

AMise Mamaia Banerjee !
wis prepared to reach Rashtrapa-

I
Miss Mamata Banerjee

ence in tf K_‘
portfolio

. tmage. My Trivedi,

Hearing this, Miss Banerjee prl:,-

8 pared to go o Rashtrapati Bhavan
" o participate in the swearing-in
* ceremony, having convinced hersell
D that being a minister without any

portfolic would hoost her party’s
l'lﬂ\-\'L‘VCI'. met
with little success and the Trinamul

* chief didn'teven get a call from the
- PMO throughout the evening,

It is tearnt that Mr Sudip Bando-

I padhvay. partv chiet whip in the

1ok Sabha. remamed closeted in

t Miss Banerjee’s Delh resudence,

trving o explain the necessity of
joining the Cabinet. Mr Pankaj
Bancrjec, leader of the Opposiliom in
the Assembly, contacted Miss Bane-

rjee from Kol killd in the afternoon and said her pres-
Cabinet was essential regardless of the
Iotted.
11 was Mr Subrata Mukherjee who reportedly told
Miss Banerjee that her decision to stay away from
the Cabinet on the ER division was o “historic” one.

Some Trinamul MPs are blaming Mr Mukherjec

for “misleading”™ Miss Banerjee. Besides her Cabi-
net berth, Miss Banerjee had rzportedly decided 1o

ask for two nunister of state posts for Mr Ananda
Mohan Biswas and Mr Nitish Sengupta. disregarnd<
ing Mr Bandopadhyay's "ot v claim”™,
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Atal sop for

HS Bartwal &

Arindam Sarkar

New Dethi Kolkata. July 2
THE DEADLOCK gver the
Trinamoc!l Congress joining
the Vajpayee Cabiner is likely
o end soon with the Prime
Minister deciding {hat an ex-
pert committee would be set
up to examine the feasibility
of bifurcating the Eastern
Railway zone.

Mamata {oday was asked to
choose between the Coal and
Mines and the Surface Trans-
port portfolios, and the Tri-
namool chief 1s said to be
keen on the latter.

Throughout the dayv, NDA

R v IS

Ry

Mamata Banetjee

leaders debated Mamata’s de-
mand for revoking Railway
Minister Nitish Kumar's or-
der splitting Eastern Railway
One section feit that this was
a sensitive issue which may
well backfire on the alliance

in' Bihar should a hastv sten
be taken. With the State As-
semblies of both West Bengal
and Bihar having passed op-
posing resolutions on Nitish
Kumar's move, it has rapidly
assumed the character of a
Bengal-Bihar dispuite.

While Mamata has high
stakes in West Bengal where
she can't afford to be seen as
having compromised on the
State’s interests for a ministe-
rial berth, many NDA leadels
are apprebensive that RJD
chief Lalno Yadav will train
his guns on them in Bihan
where they are in {he Opposi-
fion, if the Government
drops the proposal.

derailed Did:

The Bihar Assembly passe
a unanimoug resolution wel
coming the move to craate e
East Centtral railway zone o
Hajipur and congratularis:
Nitish Kminar for the decishon.

Most NDA parties, too, stiji-
ported the resoiution whole-
heartediy. It would be deeply
embarrassing for them
back out now, argued mam,
NDA leaders.

A face-saving formula has
reportedly been worked v
an expert commirte
setuptoreview the dhi
of the decision to hifuoar
e Eastern Railway zous
this manner. the matter coulq
be shelved for some time.

“HNDUSTANM
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NEW DELHI, July 1. — The of-

ficial reason for Miss Mamata
Banerjee not joining the Cabinet
was the Centre’s move to divide
the Eastern Raibway.

The real reason was the BIP’s
refusal to accept her condition:
She would give up her demand
for the railway ministry if two
other representatives from the
Trinamul were inducted as min-
isters of state.

But the BJF didn't vield to the
demand. Besides a Cabinet berth,
it offered the Trinamul one minis-
ter of state slot, the representa-
tion the party had in the govern-
ment before Miss Banerjee
resigned over the Tehetka expose,

Talks are, however, on and
NDA leaders expect she’ll agree
to join the government.

The Trinamul chief whip in the
Lok Sabha, Mr Sudip Bando-
padhyay, said Miss Banerjee’s re-
fusal to join the Cabinet was in

. protest against the Centre’s move
. to divide Eastern Railway, which

will “harm the economic interests
of Bengal”. She had raised the is-
sue during her talks with the
Prime Minister and NDA con-
vener Mr George Fernandes.
Had she been assured that the
government would review the
decision, she would have joined
the Cabinet even without a port-
folio, Mr Bandopadhyay said.
Sources said the Prime Minister
was keen to have her in the Cab-
inet but wanted her to be more
amenable. After the swearing-in,
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee was
asked whether Miss Banerjee
would be inducted. “Everything

~i% possible,” was his response.

bargain
nistries
P wall

- ’

OpP e

The Trinamut today submitted a
memorandum to Mr Fernandes,
protesting against the decision to
transfer four of the seven divisions
of Eastern Railway toe the pro-
posed Hajipur-based East Central
Railway. Mr Bandopadhyay even
threatened to Jaunch an agitation
against the move “to appease Bi-
har” at the cost of other states. “A
minister shouldn't behave like Mo-
hammed-bin-Tughlaq,” he said, re-
ferring to Mr Nitish Kumar.

Miss Banerjee’s decision to
stay away from the Cabinet has
shocked her party colleagues,
SNS adds from Kolkata. Mr
Jayanta Bhattacharyya, Trinamul

MP, described her decision as .

“unfortunate because as a Union
minister she would have worked
more for Bengal’s betterment”.

Mr Partha Chatterjee, party
MLA, flew from Mumbai to Delhi
before the swearing-in to impress
upon her that she should take up
any portfolio to boost the flagging
morale of Trinamul workers.

State BIP president Mr Asim
Ghosh, too, described Miss Bane-
rjee’s decision as unfortunate.
“This shows the Trinamul doesn’t
appreciate the difficulties the
Prime Minister faces in running a
coalition government.” .

Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
hinted that Miss Banerjee’s deci-
sion wouldn't affect the state be-
cause her earlier stint at the
Centre “didn’t benefit Bengal in
any way”. But wouldn’t it have
helped the state in placing its de-
'mands before Delhi had Miss
Banerjee in the Cabinet? Mr
Bhattacharjee said: “This is reg-
ularly done by me and my fi-
nance minister.”

More reports on page {
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MAMATA SETS THREE-DAY DEADLINE FOR ER DIVISION REVIEW

" Btatesman News Service

KOLKATA, July 2. — The Trinanul
Congress has threatened to call a 72-
hour Bangla bandh if the Union Cubi-
net does not change its decision on the
Eastern Railway division by 24 July.
Miss Mamata Banerjee announced

this at a rally today.
She said she would
reveal her party’s
agitation plans on
24 July it the cur-
rent decision is not
put on hold.

There was no of-
ficial reaction
from the Centre or

the BJP on the 72-°

hour deadline,
adds SNS from
New Delhi. Sour-
ces close to the
Prime Minister
said the govern-
ment was closely
monitoring the Tri-
namul chief’s con-
duct. Mr M Ven-
kaiah Naidu de-
clined to comment
on the matter. The
PMO spokesman
did not respond to

Miss  Banerjec’s
latest threat.
“Such  outbursts

will not help re-
solve the differen-

ces within the NDA over the division

wav minister”

CM urges restraint

KOLEKATA, July 21, — Mr Buddha-
deb Bhattacharjec has urged the Tri-
namul Congress not to call a 72-
hour Bangla bandh over the Eastern
Railway division as it would affect
the state adversely, '

‘The chief minister said the divi-
sion was a sensitive issue and should
be dealt with very carefully. “We
must see that the interest of no state
is affected.”

Mr Bhattacharjee said he had dis-
cussed the matter with the Prime
Minister and the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, and both had-assured him that
the Cabinet would take up the mat-

“ter, “Their assurance should be hon-

oured and they should be given time.
It would not be wise to go in for a
confrontation now ... The interest of
the state and the interest of any indi-
vidual should not be mixed up.”
Asked if the Congress would sup-
port the 72-hour bandh, Mr Pranab
Mukherjee, PCC chief, said his par-
ty had not taken any decision,
— SNS

"I am not against any development
project in Bihar, but it should not be im-

‘of the railway min- |

kherjee said the move to divide Eastern

Spectre of 72-hr bandh

flags and join Trinamul activists in this
- agitation in the state’s interest.” |
She urged the Prime Minister and. |
the Deputy Prime Minister to correct
the "injustice about to he meted out to
West Bengal at the whims of the rail-

plemented at the |
cost of West Ben-
gal.” The Cabinet’s
decision on the mat-
ter should be taken
in the national in-
terest and should
not favour any one §
state, she said.
Denying reports
of a rift between
her and the NDA
leadership, Miss
Banetjee said her i3
“reseniment  was
aimed at the antics

ister favouring his |
home state”. Even, |
people ‘in  Bihar M
were opposed to B
this division, she
said. If some of the
ER zones are tak-
en away, it will
sound a death
kneli for Kolkaia
which will remain a
metropolitan  city
in name only.

Mr Subrata Mu-

of railway zones,” a BIP leader said.
Miss Banerjee said if the ER head-
quarters was shifted from the city, the
North East Frontier Railways head-
quarters should be shifted 10 Siliguri
from Maligaon.
The rally was held in memory of

Railway was an attempt to partition |
Bengal and that agitation was the only
way to stop it. ’
Mr Sudip Bandopadhyay, chief whip B
of the Trinamul parliamentary party,
critivised Mr Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jec for making token gestures to stop |3

Congress workers killed in police firing  the: division. Miss Banerjee was trying y "* y . ' non .
on 21 July 1943. to draw the country’s attention to the - oGS ] o I m.-'.-n il ‘ ¢
The Trinamul chici asked CPI-M  “injustice™ being meted out to West NUMBERS TO SHOW: Will they bring West Bengal 1o a standstil? The Trinatmul rally at the CR

and Congress workers 1o “drop party  Bengal, he said, Avenue-Bentinck Street crossing an Sunday. — The Statesman (Rally cuts off N Kolkata, Kolkata Plus 1)
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BY OURSPECTAL (y /Kﬂ
CORRESPONDENT \
Calcutta, April 16: The Trina-
mul Congress today gave breath-
ing space to an ally-assailed Atal
Bihari Vajpavee, saying it will
support anv confidence motion
moved by the Prime Minister de-
spite its differences with the BJP
on the Gujarat developments.
But the party will continue to
put nressure on the Centre to
strictly adhere to the national
agenda for governance.

Talking to reporters here this
afternoon, Trinamul chief Ma-
mata Banerjee explained that
her party did not favour the idea
of a l.ok Sabha election every al-
ternate year as it hampered na-
tional development and put a
fresh burden on the common
people.

“But our support to the Vaj-
payee government will not be
blind support. We have certain

ata stan(}\E/lJ)y

specific comm itments\tfoytl& peo-

ple and intend to take them up
with the Centre from time to
time,” she said.

The Trinamul ieader, who
has been in constant touch with
Telugu Desam Party chief Chan-
drababu Naidu over Gujarat for
the past few days, conceded that
the two parties had come closer
due to their “ideological affini-
ty”.

Mamata reiterated Ther
party's stand on Narendra
Moaodi's removal as Gujarat chief
minister and opposed snap polls
in the riot-ravaged state. “We are
one with the Desam over the Gu-
jarat issue and feel the adminis-
tration’s main task is to main-
tain peace and restore people’s
confidence,” she asserted.

Mamata distanced herself
from the Congress-led Opposi-
tion gamenplan to expose differ-
ences among the NDA partners
by seeking a vote on the continu-

M

et
ation of the Modi government
under Rule 184.

But she refused to commit
hersupport in the event of avote
under Rule 184. "Our MPs will
take a deecision if and when the
matter comes up in the Lok

- Sabha,” she said.

Asked whether NDA conven-
er George Fernandes had con-
tacted her. Mamata said; “Many
KDA ieaders have been in con-
stant touch with me. [ can name
15 leaders who have talked to me
on the recent developments. |
will also talk to the Prime Minis-
ter when I go to Delhi next
week.”

Sources said several factors
have prompted Trinamul not
to quit the NDA despite the
BJP's refusal to replace the Gu-
jarat chief minister. One of the
them is finance minister Yash-
want Sinha’s hint of a rollback of
some hudget proposals that had
gone against the middle-class.
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Mamata firm on' v/

KOUSt—MOdI demand

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

' KOLKATA, April 13. — Miss

" Mamata Banerjee stands by
' her demand that Mr Naren-

dra Modi should resign. “We
have not changed our stand
on this 1ssue,” she told re-
parters today while attend-
ing a convention organised
by the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation on the amended Clin-
ical Estahlishment Act.
About Mrs Bonia Gandhi's
invitation to NDJA allies to
discuss the secularism issue,
Miss Banerjee said: “She has
done her bit — inviting the al-
Lies for a discussion. Now it is
for each of us to decide how we
should respond to the eall.”
Asked her to comment on
the announcement of polls in
Gujarat, she said: “['m not

e

: e

Miss Mamata Banerjee

comfortable with this kind of

politics.”
At the IMA convention
where doctors expressed

their resentment towards
the amended Clinical Estab-
lishment Act, Miss Banerjee

gaid: “The Ltﬁ. r&nt govern-

ment is ensuring that heaith
services become inaccessible
to ordinary people. Before in-
creasing charges for health
facilities, it should improve
mfrastructure...The arbitra-
ry hiking of licence fees for
clinics and prefessional tazes
of doctors who practice pri-
vately will eventually take
its toll on the people because :
doctors will increase their
fees 1o make up for the extra

expenditure.” '

The Trinamul chief further -
said: “The amended Act is
for crorepati doctors, not or-
dinary ones.”

Misgs Banerjee asked the :
docters to move a deputation
on the issue go that her par-
iy could raise W in the As-
sembly.

T™ME STATESMA
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Mulayam ele ted
leader’ 'is hopeful

By Our Special Correspondent

LUCKNOW, FEB, 26. The Samajwa-
di Party (SP) leader, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, today said that the
Utrtar Pradesh Governor, Vishnu
Kant Shastri, would honour
democratic traditions by invit-
ing him to form the next Gov-
ernment in the State. ,

Talking to ?néﬁspersons affer

L being formally elecied leader of

: the Samajwadi Legislature Par-

ty, Mr. Yadav said that as the
largest single party in the State
Assembly, the SP should be
called to form the next govern-
ment. He cited the case of 1996

Syl

when A.B. Vajpayee was invited
to form the government as lead-
er of the largest single party in
the then Lok Sabha.

However, if the Governor did
not call him on his own he
would go to meet him to stake
his claim after the constitution
ol the new Assembly, Mr. Yadav
said. This could be tomorrow or
the day after, he added.

Mr. Yadav, however, said that
he would not take any list of
MLAs. A majority supportt to the
Gavernment could be proved
on the floor of the Assembly in
keeping with past rulings by
courts,

The Samajwadi Party president, Mulayam Singh Yaday,

who has been elected leader of the legislative party,
with the party general-secretary, Amar Singh, in
Lucknow on Tuesday. — Photo: Subir Roy

Mantle for ‘Maharaja’

By Sarabjit Pandher

CHANDIGARH, FEB. 26. History of
sorts was made today when the
democratic process restored
political power to one of Pun-
jab's most famous roval fam-
ilies. Amarinder Singh, scion of
the royal family of the erstwhile
princely State of Patiala, was
elected by his party to head the

next Government in Punjab.

stili  fondly addressed by
many as “Maharaja Sahib™, the
election of Capt. Amarinder
Singh as the leader of the Con-
gress Legislature Party (CLP)
was formally cleared by the par-
ty president, Sonia Gandhi, who
had previously been unani-
mously authorised by the elect-
ed legislators to make the
announcement. The choice was
disclosed by Ahmed Patel, who
was part of the four-member
delagation of cenifal ohservers,
which also included the gener-
al-secretaries, Ambika Soni and
Moti Lal Vora, and secretary,
Hari Prasad.

The party then sent a delega-
tion of senior leaders to the
Governor, Lt. Gen. (Retd) 1. F.R.
Jacob, to stake claim 1o form the
Government. The press was in-
formed that the next Chief Min-
ister would be sworn in on
Wednesday, the birth anniver-
sary of Sant Ravi Das.

_‘,,
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Nitish budget
anti-people,.
/ Sfit\yMgglg a

4L 1%
|\ KOLKATA 26 FEBRUARY }/

HEN IT comes t0 taking a
stand on the Rail Budget, bit-
ter political rivals can become
strange bedfellows in this state. For-
mer Union rail minister Mamata
Banerjee went the Leftist way in
calling Mr Nitish Kumar's Budger
as “anti-people.” Tt’s altogether a
different matter that her Trinamoo!
Congress is part of the ruling NDA
at the Centre. The CPI, part ol the
i Left Front in the state, paid her a
compliment. “As far as Wes: Ben-
gal is concerned, this Rail Budget
i$ no maich ro the Mamata Bud-
get,” said Manju Majumdar, state
secretary, CPL
Estranged she may be from the
Congress, but the latter too is con-
cerned over Ms Banerjee’s Ben-
gal-centric Budget. “We are con-
cerned over the fate of all the pro-
. jects proposed by Mamata Baner-
jee. West Bengal has been totally
deprived,” said Mr Manas Bhuniya,
ate Congress spokesman. Ms
. Banerjee stayed away from the
proceedings in Parliament on Tues-
day and stayed put at her south
Kolkata residence. She said she will
voice her protest at the appropri-
ate place and appropriate time.
The reason for political foes in
the state making commaon cause
against the Rail Budger is under-
standable. Unlike Mamara Baner-
jee, whose Budget was loaded with
gaodies tor her hame state, Mr
Kumar has laid down norms for
cach state according to which allo-
cation for new projects will be
made. The rail inister has proposed
to intreduce three new trains and
twa super fast Jana Satabdi Express
for the state. There is no mention
of the extension works of Metro
Raitway or Circular Railway.
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~Jayalalitha

NEW DELHI: For one candidate,
it was a*vindication’, for another 1t
was a triumph in times of trouble.
ipFor a third, 1t was carrying forward
the family’s legacy.

On Sunday, her 54th birthday,
ATADMEK supremo J. Jayalalithaa
perhaps recetved the best gift of

er life as the people of Andipatti
returned her to the Tamil Nadu
assembly, paving her way to
assume the chief minister's office
once again. She defeated her
DMK rival, Vaigai Shekhar, by
41,200 votes.

Gujarat chief minister
Narendera Modi also triumphed in
the Rajkot-1I assembly seat even
as the state’s ruling BIP suffered a
setback, losing to the Congress in
two of the three assembly seats for
which by-polls were held.

Bul the most remarkable victory
for the Congress was in the by-
polls for the Guna parliamentary
seat. Jyotiraditya Scindia won it by
a margin of more thanfour lakhs
votes, almost double that secured
in 1999 by his father Madhavrao

cindia, whose death ald
ated the by-election.

However, a discordant note for
the Congress came in Karnataka
when its candidate ID.K. Shiva
Kumar lost to former prime minis-
ter HD. Deve Gowda of the
Janata Dal(S)
by 53,536 [/ el
votes.

Soaon after

Lacess‘i-

a wins a war,

ment. It is still to be decided when
the swearing-in ceremony will take
place. It is likely next week and will
be on a grand scale.

Eartlier, Ms Jayalalithaa said her
victory had created political histo-
ry. She said no political leader any-
where had
been subject-
ed to this kind
of “victimisa-

the Andipatti tion” or had
result was had to face
announced, “such  trials
ATADMEK and tribula-
legislators tions, hard-
clected Ms ships and
Jayalalithaa as obstacles”™.

their legisla- o She said that
tive party & five years ago,
leader. Chief Supporters of AIADMK chief J. several political
minister  O. Jayalalithaa celebrate her victory in parties had

Paneerselvam, Chennai on Sunday.

written her off

who proposed
her name, later submitted his resig-
nation to governor  P.S.
Rumamohan Rao. He was asked
to continue as chief minister until
Ms Jayalalithaa was sworn m.

The governor then invited Ms
Jayalalithaa to form the govern-

along with the
AJADMEK. “We have now proved
all the critics wrong and [ think this
victory will serve as an inspiration
to anyone who may be subjected
to such hardships and difficulties.”

With Mr Modi’s victory, the BJP
burst into celebrations in Rajkot

odi g hall

- A
le
and Ahmedabad atid took out vie-
tory processions. He polled 45,297
votes while Ashwin Mchia of the
Congress got 30,369 votes,

Although the victory margin
was not very flattering. it 1s signifi-
cant considering the small size of
the electorate and the fact that Mr
Modi polled nearly 15 per cent
more votes than his nearest rival.

Manv Congress lcaders, who
were hoping for the biggest politi-
cal upset in recent times, blamed
the vicious pamphleteering against
Mr Modi towards the end of the
campaign for alicnating many
upper caste and middle class vot-
ers. They felt the personal attack
was in bad 1aste.

There were others in the
Congress who believed that with-
out the last-minute blitzkrieg
against the former chief minister,
the Congress stood no chance
against a candidate who had the
might of the administration and
the weight of his position behind
him. But the BIP's preoccupation
with Rajkot seems to have cost it
dear as 1t lost the other two con-

stituencies.
e
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'*R“_SP r p\é ‘status quos”

éf\‘\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 9 ¢ %C,Q

KOLKATA\Feb, 16, — The RSP today accused the CPI-M |

of trying to “slow down” the Left Front's fight against ves-
ted interests to maintain the status quo. The Left Front
was not so interested in fighting capitalism “represented
by the Khaitans, Goenkas, Todis and Bajorias”, the RSP
state secretary, Mr Debabrata Bandyopadhyay, said at the
open session of the party’s national conference.

Consequently, he said, the LF's weapon to safeguard the
interests of the poor and downtrodden had become “blun-
ted” and the coalition exists “merely on paper”. Without
naming the CPI-M, he warned the Marxists that the RSP
wouldn’t “tolerate interference” in the functioning of the
departments headed by its ministers, though it would ac-
cept “supervision”. ]

“When we criticise the LF’s tendency to compromise with
vested interests, we don’t speak from any grudge against
the CPI-M. It’s a question of policy and tactic. As in a par-
ty there are hardliners and softliners, so is the case with
the LF on the question of doing away with or maintaining
the status quo,” Mr Bandyopadhyay said. If the issue is not
properly addressed, the LF will lose its dynamism.

“In fact, the alliance has become marginalizsed in the
country. The state government functioned well during the
first seven years of its rule, but thereafter has increasing-
ly become status-quoist,” he said.

Mr Kshiti Goswami, former minister, said the RSP would-
n’t aliow the government to adopt any “autocratic” measures
such as legislating Poca. Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee plans
to introduce the Bill after discussing it with LF partners.

B See RSP: page 5
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(Continued from pagea 1) :
. Mr Goswami said his pakty
was “not happy” with the
way the government was
run. There hadn't been much
response to RSP's suggest-
ions to improve government
functioning, he saidg ™ §57
Anil’s reaction: ’Ilhe RSP
contradicted itself by accu- .
sing the CPI-M of hobno- |
bbing with capitalists but ad-
mitting concentration of
power in panchayats, Mr
¢ Anil Biswas said. “Panch-
i ayats are run by the poor. |
The truth is we've to work
with capitalists even when
we fight for the poor.”
He also brushed aside the
charge that the LF had
. become averse to organising
movements. “In the past
three years we organised 650 |
rallies and processions, 300 of |
them under the LF banner. |
There is need for unity in the
LF and we're committed to
working through discussion, !
though partners have ideolo- :
gical differences.” :
7
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RSP crles war on antl

RPN

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, February 16

THE RSP today declared it
would step up its fight against
the “arbitrary and high-handed
attitnde” of the CPI{M) in the
functioning of the Left Frorit.
“We are thoroughly disgusted
at the way the CPI(M)-led Left
Front is functioning in the State,”
said Debabrata Bandopadhyay,

RSP State secretary “The CP1(Mj

has completely deviated from its
ideals and principles. A party
meant to uphold the voice of the
masses has become a stooge.”

“The high-handedness of the
CPI(M)and the clout it enjoys in
the Front cannot be tolerated.
We condemn the CPI(M)'s at-
tempt to maintain a status quo
with the industrialists. We will
intensify our fight against the
anti-people designs. The fight is
now in the open.”

Addressing a mammoth gath-
ering in front of Shahid Minar
to mark the beginning of the
16th National Conference of the
RSP. Bandopadhyay said: “This

1

is a fight between hardliners
and moderates, a fight between
two sections where one tries to
work on the lines of the ideals
that led to its inception and the

other differently.” Accusing the
Lett Front of having lost its
edge, he said: “Today’s Left
Front has lost the sharpness
that used to be its hallmark in

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HINDUSTAN TIMES
{From left) Biswanath Chowdhury, Kshiti Geswami, K Pankajakakshya and Debabrata Bandopadhyay at the
RSP meeting in Kolkata on Saturday.

the days it came to power. In the
past 25 vears of left Front rule in
the State, the sharp face of Left
was seen in the first seven vears
of Jyoti Basu's reign.

-peoplé’ CPM

Concerted effort should be
made to work towards a better
and progressive Left, which
should work on the ideals of
power equilibrium among the
gifferent constituents of the Left
Front.”

Stressing the need for a “unit-
ed Left” to itackle imperialism
and capitalism, Bandopadhyay
called for the involvement of
workers at grassroots level to
evolve a “forward looking Left”.

Echoing him, RSP leader
Kshiti Goswami too called for
the establishment of a “united
Left”. Expressing “dissatisfac-
tion” at the functioning of the
Left Front, Goswami came up
with an alternative.

“More interactions and dis-
cussions should be arranged
within the Left Front con-
stituents and efforts should be
made to understand the needs of
the workers at the grassroots
level. Only if we able 10 achieve
this, a progressive and united
Left will be able to put up a fight
against the imperialist designs,”

he said.
/,



Crisis deepens in
Trinamool as Panja

seeks EC recognition
HT Corlt:}[\mnd.cnts '“(1—4

New Delhi¥ Kolkata, Jonuary 1
THE TRINAMOOL Congress
foday was caught in a deep crisis.
with Former Union Minister Ajit
Panja and the camp ‘ed by Mama-
ta Banerjee spailing for a fight.

The Mamata camp hit back by
getting Partha Chatteries, a gen-
eral-secretary of the Trinamool,
tofile a complaint with the police
in Kolkata asking how a4 sus-
pended member of the party
could nse Trinamoo! ftags and
hanners. When contacted in
Delhi for his comments on the
matter, Pania said, “Mamata's
men are using the Left Front
palice to harass me.”

n Delhi, Panja said be would
urge the Election Commission
(EC) for recognition as leader of
the All India Trinamool Con-
gress, the “real” Trinamool.
Mamata Banerjee’s election to
the top organisational post was
“illegal”, he said.

Inaugurating the party office
at his 17 Windsor Palace official
residence, Panja said he would
approach the EC hecause he was
the “democraticallv-elected
chairman” of the partv Panja's
house had been turned into the
Trinamool office on this day in
1998 when Mamata Banerjee
broke away from the Congress.

He said he would send the EC
all papers relating to the party's
organisational polls through the
State Election Commission. He
also played for the press a video-
cassette of the pols and said he
would hand it over to the £C.

Panja denied he had heen sus-
pended from the patriy. *1 have
not received a single letter in this
regard except for one from Tri-
namool Chief Whip in Lok
Sabha Sudip Bandyopadhyaya™.

Asked if he would oppose
Mamata Banerjee's re-induction
into the Cabinet, Panja said it
was the Prime Minister's prerog-
ative. He also called on BJP pres-
ident Jana Krishnamurthy.

BJP spokesman Sunil Shastri
said “Panja called on Krishna-
murthy only to wish him a
Happy New Year”

\




ed tiger wailing to claw the

CPI-M? Or is the image of a
roaring tiger that the party’s state
leadership has sought to cuatc
at its state conference two weaks
ago a mere illusiorn, as inuocuous
as the painted tiger emblazoned
on the party flag?

The Forward Bloc is nursing
its wounds, but all the noise that
the party s making against the
CPI-M is no more than shadow-
boxing intended to browbeat the
rajor Lefi Front partner and
extract its pound of flesh. The
timing and the manner in which
the junior partner has tried to
vilify the CPI-M have caught
everyone, ¢ven the Trinamul
Congress, upawares.

Few pcople expected any of
the Left Front constituents to
turn the heat on the CPI-M when
a new-look government under
the stewardship of Buddhadev
Bhattacharya with solid backing
from party state secretary, Anil

. Biswas; gotoff to'a flying start
and created an impresston of
dynannism and cohesion.

The Left Front’s stunning
victory in the May Assembly
election has left the firebrand
Trinamul chief, Mamata Baner-
jee, dazed and she has gone into
a limbo, The decky for Mr Bhat-
tacharya — kickstarting a rusted
administration - were cleared
with a virtually non-existent
Opposition.

For, the Trinamul has all these
months been more busy making

uslim clerics preaching in
MBtmsh prisons were told

on Friday that they were
being watched carefully after two
were suspenided for allegedly
delivering anti-American ser-
mons to young inmates after the
1 September attacks.

One ipam was apparently
caught praising the hijackers to
inmates at Feltham Young Of-
fender I[nstitution in West Lon-
don, where shoe bomber Richard
Reid converted to Islam while
serving a sentence for petty
crime In the early 1990s,

A second cleric was exeluded
from Aylesbury Young Offender
Institution in Buckinghamshire,
north of London, after passing
around the transcr:pt of a

Is the Forward Bloc a wound-

Forward Bloc

concﬂ[atory moves towards the
BJF in the hope of getting onc or
two berths in the National De-
mocratic Alliance government
rather than plaving the role of an
effective Opposition in West
Bengal. Then came the Preven-
tion of Crganised Crime OQrdi-
nance followed by proposed leg-
islation on it. The chief minister
termed his clindown as a demo-
cratic way of {inding a consensus
within the Left Front as its funior
constitueats had reservations
about it.

But, the partners, especially
the Forward Bloc, became em-
boldened by their success in not
altowing the chief minister to
promulgatc the Ordinance cven
after it was cleared by his
Cabirret, The Forward Bloc also
hecame vocal ahout the forma-
tion of a core commitice of
ministers chosen from different
constituents of the front to
discuss major government dect-
sions before placing them for the
Cabinet's approval.

The Left Front committee
discussed the Forward Bloc's
suggestion and the chief minister
is said to be in favour of forming
such a committee. Apparcntly,
this boosted the Forward Bioc's
ego, especially, after iis secret
ambition to stake claim to the
Left Front chairman’s post was

broadecast on a Muslim radio
station that included inflammu-
tory comments by Osama bin
Laden. Ministers came under
pressure on Friday to prevent
British prisons from becoming
recruiting grounds for Islamic
extremists.

Abdul Haq Baker, chairman of
the south London
attended by Reid, said he
believed some of the clerics
eatering prisons would be barred
from his place of worship be-
causg of their extreme views,

Martn  Narcy, the Prisun
Service director-general, sald:
“We watch very carefully the
behaviour of imams. Two have
been suspended in the last few
months because they have made
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Growmé, ambition and a desire for a larger Shﬂ?t, of the

spoils of office alone can explain the sudden hostility of
the junior partner towards the CPI-M, writes UDAY BASU.
The creeping suspicion is that Kamal Guha’s return to
the Forward Bloc fold has emboldened his party to raise
its vocal pitch against the stronger partner

dashed when the CP1-M
retained it.

The Forward Bloe
leadership probuably ho- o
ped to enjoy more of the |-
foaves and fishes
office in ity capacity as
ihe sccond-largest con- }-
stituemt  of the Left |-
Front in terms of_the
mumber 0f * Assembly |
seats it has wou. But the |
party has overlooked the
fact that the margin of
seats belween the first [
and the second-largest |
constituent s 1%, the |~
CPI-M having won 143 |-
scats  against  the |~
Forward Bloc’s 25. The
party also wished away
the reality that it is
virtually non-existent in

sational report states : “Cooch
Behar §s considered our most

['ﬂ'"fﬁ# T T T T
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Forward Bloc leader Kamat Guha Ai it agam'?

the state. exeept in Cooch Behar.
The Forward Bloc's organi-

powcrful upit. Of the nine
Assembly seats in the district, we
have won five und have alse been
retaining the lone Lok Sabha

Imams on watch-list

Ministers have come under pressure to
prevent British prisons from becoming
recruiting grounds for Islamic extremists.
IAN COBAIN reports

Inappropriate comments about
11 September.” Mr Narcy said a
“reasonably tolerant” attitude to
all views was adopted in prisons,
but added that imams had heen
warned after the 1T September
atlacks that their comments
wauld be monitored,

“We have made it very plain to
all our imams that there are
cetlain comments about being,
critical of the USA or in praise of
what happened on 11 September
which are utte rlv unacceptable,”
he said.

The imam at Feltham, Abdul
Rahman Quresh, was suspended

on 15 November for “alleged un-
professional behaviour™, which
included making anti-American
comments. He is reported to
have referred to the “big devil
America”™ during, sermons, and
prison officers reported finding
litermare in cells th described
Amrcrica as “the great evil, which
must be wiped oul”™.

Mr Quresh has been suspend-
ed pending an investigation. His
father is reported to have been
art imran ar Feltham while Reid
was at the institution,

The imam ar Aylesbury, Ah-
mad Bilal, was excluded on 1
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seat for the past 25 years,
There are 3,6%) active
party workers and 4,717
;| auxiliary members in the
1 district.”

The common refrain
of the report on the
patiy’s_  brganisational
set-up in the remaining
20 districts is that it is
either riven by factional
feud or is wo weak to

rammes. The report on
the Kolkata district upit
is the most damning:
“Kolkata s the state
capital. But the party
organisation herc is by
no means good. There is
no programme to help
the party forge ahead.
Lack of leadership is the
main impediment o organisa-
tiona! growth.”

The Torward Bloc has three
MLAs from Hooghly, but even

Ociober after an investigation
found that he had been handing
around inflammatory  radio
broadeast transcripts. He had
been working at the prison for
less than thrce monihs.

The imam at Belmarsh muaxi-
mun security prison in south-
east London was also susperded,
on 14 September, amid allega-
tions that he hdd lifiks to Isiamic
fundamentalists. He has been
cleared by a Prison Service
mwcgngauon but must uﬁdergo
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conduct any party prog--

support personnel

paring

there the party has a dearth of
whole-timers and activists 10
monitor parly work. “The unit,
which was once so strong, is fast
becuming weak for lack of
organisational  plasming and
programme.”

The Purulia unit is considered
well organised with 739 active
and 2,093 auxiliary members.
The district unit is also active.
Yet, the party failed to retain tis
otganisational base and the
defeat in the Jhalda Assembly
seat was a “major blow.”

Apart from the Cooch Bebar
unit, the Forward Bloc has been
able to somewhat. organise its
Murshidabad unit which ensured
victory for the Assembly seat.
The question is how cait a party
with such a ramshackle organi-
sation challenge or even hope o
tarnish the image of the front’s
strongest pariner known for its
formidable organisational net-
work that often proves to be the
crucial factor for the electoral
victory of the constituents.

Growing ambtiion and a desire
for a larger share of the spoils of
office alone can explain the sud-
den hostility. The creeping sus-
picion is that the rejoining of the
redoutable agriculiural minister,
Kamal Guha, in the party foid
has erabled the Forward Bloc to
raise its vocal pitch against the

security checks before being
reinstated. The Prison Service
dismissed reports on Friday that
prison officers at 10 jails around
the country had complained
about imams making anti-
American comunents.

Mr Narey said: “Overwhelm-
ingly, imams make a huge
contribution. If someone con-
verts to Islam, or returas to their
faith, it is more likely that when
they are released they will go

home (o a stahlc cnmmumty be

{The author 15 4 jurnee, . ..

s

CPI-M.

Mr Guha had to give up his
agriculture portfolio during the
Jyoti Basu regime for publicly
accusing the chief minister of
knowing nothing abouwt the
problems of the people living in
the Kuchlibari enclave of Cooch
Behar. He was also expelled
from the party for his revolt
against Mr Basu. He is now
believed to be scripting the
defiance against the CPI-M.

The Forward Bloc endorses
such a stand, as its only hope of
retaining its base in North
Bengal is by doing well in the
panchayat elections slated for
this year. Winning panchayat
seats will not be enough. The
Left Front constttuents must be
givenr the power to handie the
funds, a job which, the party
alleges, 8 monopolised by the
CPI-M.

This also exptains the Left
Front partner’s renewed clamour
to ensure the percolation of Left
Front unity to the grassroots
levet. This can be construed as
giving liberty to the partners to
use panchayat funds at will,

The Forward Bloc’s con-
ference document is a give-away
: “If we can't fare well in the
coming panchayat elections, our
party would be threatened with
extinction.”

There lies the rub,

{The quthor {s-8pecial Repre-
Sentaiive, Statesman, Kol-
kata.)

accepted by the mosque in that
community, which means it is
tess likely they will commit
crimes, and that is very
important.”

There are more than 10
imams serving the 137 prisons
and young offender institutions
in England and Wales. At least
three work full time, whife others
are paid between £11.06 and
£13.18 an hour.

—~ The Times, Londen.



