‘Naxals kill 13 Jharkha

*
State  home sgcretaly

Sushma Singh spoke to re- .

porters this afternoon, giving
details of the incident on the
foothills of Saranda — Asia’s
largest forest of sal trees—near
Samtha village, 15 km from
Manoharpur police station in
West Singhbhum district. This
iron ore bowl of the country has
been hitherto free from the
Naxalite menace that plagues
14 of 22 districts in this state.
Close to Samtha lies the
house of forest guard Luther
Tirkeywhowasshot dead by the
Naxalites on Wednesday. Yes-
terday, the- Munda (chieftain)
of the nearby Soiya village,
Vitkil Soy, was killed after his

They had alleged that Tirkey
and Soywere police informers.
To take away the body of the
Munda for post-mortem, acon-
voy of armed policemen had
-ushed to hisvillage in the after-
j00n yesterday. On the way,
‘hey were reportedly encircled
Jy the Naxals. “They overpow-
sred some of them and com-
oelled one cop at gun-point to
call for more police forces on
the wireless set. When the rein-
forcements arrived, they too
were ambushed,” said a senior
solice officer on the condition

hut was set ablaze by them.

of anonymity. gf }S; ’)S)mghbhurr\« to either pay a
A joint team of the

hand and Orissa police has
launched a combing operation
but no arrests have been made
so far. A number of senior po-
lice officers, including East
Singhbhurm SP Manoj Mishra,
are campingat the site.
Incidents of such organised
attacks on the police are not
new in this state where more

. than 110 policemen have been

killed by them this year. But
West Singhbhum had never wit-
nessed Naxal violence of this
magnitude earlier.

A few months ago the
Orissa police had arrested two
ultras. They were identified as
Raghunath Soren of Mitra vil-
lage and a woman, Pasu
Hansda, from Kasidihvillage of
Jadugoda, headquarters of the
Uranium Corporation of India
Ltd. The two had confessed
during interrogation  that
Singhbhum youths were being
enrolled and sent to MCC
strongholds outside the district
for arms training. This had been

revealed by former East

Singhbhum SP  Amitabh
Choudhary.

Later, the ultras had, with
the help of some tribals, warned
traders in Dumaria in East

higher rate for the tendu leaf
collected from the forest or face
the consequences. In March
suspected People’s War Group
supporters had beaten up the
family members of a chowkidar
in Goriya Tanr village for al-
legedly passing on information
to the police.

The police were aware of all
these developments but did
nothing to beefup their strength
in this area. Even their intelli-
gence gathering is pathetic. In
fact, the state police learnt
about the latest incident from
the Orissa police. “That’s be-
cause the topography of the
place is hostile to us and the
wireless set waslooted by the ¢x-
tremists,” West Singhbhum SP
Manoj Mishra told T he Indian

Today the mood in the rank
and file of the police was swing-
ingbetween anger and grief. Ja-

‘nardhan Singh, a member of

the Jharkhand Police Associa-
tion, was inconsolable. “What
can I say when so many of our
brothers have died,” he saidin a
broken voice. _

The Chief Minister is likely
to visit the site tomorrow. Back
from Delhi, DGP R R Prasad
hasrushed tothe area.

ﬁaxals strike again, kill 13 cops

u ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁmﬂﬁ I5 trlbals kil ed ﬁrst pohce party ambushed

MANOJ PRASAD qu A
RANCHI, DECEMBER 20

CHIEF Minister Babulal
Marandji’s return home — af-
ter an eight-day trip to Singa-
pore, Malaysia and Thailand
for seeking investments — was
marred by one of the worst in-
cidénts of Naxalite violence. At
least 18 people, including 13
policemen and five others,

“Site of

ET Y ORISSA

were killed by Naxalites in
West Singhbhum district on the
Jharkhand-Orissa border after

most of them were trapped and ~ have been recovered.

IE Map/B.K. Sharma

ambushed. Seventeen bodies

Besides, 20 policemen were
injured. All of them have been
‘admitted to a hospltal in
Rourkela where the condition
of four is said to be critical.
Eleven vehicles were set on fire
and a huge quantity of arms and
ammunition, including a wire-
less setand 15 SLRs looted.
There was confusion over
the actuall toll with various fig-
ures being given by different
officials and also on the iden-
tity of the group involved —

MCC orthe PWG. /
CONTINUED ON P%/
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SV

. THE GRUESOME KILLING of 14 persons by
. naxalites of the People’s War in a landmine
" blast in Warangal district on Monday has enve-
. loped the people of Andhra Pradesh in grief and
- cast an ugly shadow on the State’s overall pro-
© file. Most of the victims, who were fatally
. trapped in the State Road Transport Corpora-
- tion bus in the forests of Eturunagaram near
- Chintaguda, as in other instances, were tribals
- and the marginalised in society, including
women and children. The PW’s offensive has
also spread to Guntur district where extensive
damage to public property has-been reported in
the last few days. The brutal killings of Monday
night were apparently in retaliation to the mur-
der of five PW men by the police on Sunday.
The PW’s explanation that the incident was yet
another case of mistaken identity on the part of
its cadres hardly absolves it of responsibility for
perpetrating violence and terror on innocent
civilians whose cause it ostensibly upholds.
While the general sentiment seems to be that
people in the districts of northern Telengana
are now sandwiched between the naxalites and
the police apparatus, Monday’s incident may
well have given the police a tactical edge over
the extremists.

The Chief Minister, N. Chandrababu Naidu,
has ruled out resumption of parleys with the
extremist outfits and the Opposition has joined
the Government in condemning the brutal in-
cident in unequivocal terms. However, viewed
in the light of the recently aborted attempts at
engaging militant groups in a dialogue, the sud-
den hardened stand of the State Government

“should hopefully be only a tactical retreat from
‘his earlier initiative. Perhaps, it also reflects a
lack of clearsightedness on the law and order
front as well as an appropriate response to the
deeper social concerns thrown up by extremist
politics that have been the bane of the policy of
successive Governments in Andhra Pradesh

V" &~ EXTREMIST KILLINGS %\

during the past three decades. Convdrsely, the
more recent initiative of Mr. Naidu to thlk peace
with militants, although shortlived, infused
fresh breath into the endeavour of breaking the
deadlock between the Government and the mil-

_ itant outfits. In that context, the sense of realism

concerning the respective postures adopted by
the Government and the PW ensured that ex-
pectations were kept within reasonable limits.
Against the background of the recent develop-
ments, a more realistic course for the State Gov-
ernment to follow would be to ensure that there
is no let-up on the law and order front and at the
same time seize the earliest politically proper
opportunity to engage militant groups. No pop-
ular government could afford to ignore these
basic imperatives of democratic governance.

It is difficult to imagine, at least in the fore-
seeable future, that there would be any enthusi-
astic takers for the view that an effective counter
to left-wing extremism in Andhra Pradesh as
well as in neighbouring States should be rooted
in the socio-political process. Harking back to
such a position at this juncture would sound
hypocritical, given the immediate humanitarian
implications of the aftermath of Monday’s trag-
edy. Besides, it would also amount to under-
estimating the necessarily long-drawn nature of
the so-called democratically-informed re-
sponse. On the contrary, human rights groups
must begin to ask whether the temptation to
succumb to a law and order mindset was not in
fact reinforced by recourse to the cult of vio-
lence which, at best, serves to embarrass the
powers that be, besides exposing the desper-
ation of the advocates of the so-called militant
ideologies. The PW, which continues to swear
by the power of the gun, has much to answer
here and the longer it takes to enter the political
mainstream, the faster will be the erosion of its
appeal even in pockets of the feudal belt where
it once held sway.

WE FINDC
7 1 NOV 2002




‘UoTjUale [edIpauI Jusd
-an JO PodU Ul pue 1 A[SNOLILS
Sem JUIII STY Jey} pappe enng
99110d 9y} £q IyS8noaq sedaeyd
astey ayy Aq pasadwey 3ursq
ST YdJeesal SIH, :Ppres epng
‘saeq puryaq 1day aq Jo0u pmoys
Jeoyos e yons jey) 3urpesid
‘szowrArod
uo j1adxe U pue — JuawW
-UJI8A03 uoru) 8y} £q pasiugodal
SeMm JUI[e} 9SOYM 3U0 — JSTIUSIOS
JUeT[ILIq & Sem NIYSneyl jel}
umod ey} ploy enng ‘Treq
s jysney] Jo0j Sumsaae s[Iym
‘pasAqeaed Sutaq Apoq STY
Jo uotirod I9mol 93 Ut Surmsal

‘Trel ur paanjao) sem Uos STY jeyl
pa3arre pey Jayjle] s, rysnesy
*319Y} JIN0D
s.olexjstdewt [eroIpn[ [euors
-TAIP-GNS 3y} e Wiy jsurede ased
[eurwirIo e palrels ao1od pue
‘Iref axodeuprN 03 Juas sem aH
“UOISTAJ[3) U0 YOIetl 1910110 8 Ul
-[ojem Sem a9y uaym JySrupiuu
Amp uo aduspIsas wng wmd sty
w0y pajselae sem jiysneyl
Aep ay3 a0 surprmg
SI9NTIM  Suraes] 9[IYm pres
salreyoeijeyq ,‘99s pue JTem,,
'S9jI[exXeN oyl SpJemo} jualu
-9] Suruan] sem JULSWIUISA0S STY
Joyioym pue aseslad s HTYsney

a1lb o -{

uo Aepoj JUIWWOD 0} PIUID
-9p 9alaeyoeneyqg I9ASMOL]
*Pa[L} ueaq pey sssaeyo
onroads ou woym jsurede see
-XeN 97e1s 93 ul s[iel Jusisyjip
wo.J aseaqa 03 sde)s sye) 03 STBI0
-13j0 JorTUSS Ppro} aalieyoelieyd
qopeyppnyg JIjsturr J81ya 1aije
Aep B sowod [1Bq S qIysnes]
'SPUNO.I3 Yifeay
uo esard SIY J9pISU0d ySruwr
1anod 9y} pres ay ‘[ir A[snoix
-9s sem YTysney] yey) Surpupy
“Hrysney jsurede sased [eUrLID
93] a19M aJ9y} 1ey) jurod sy}
apew A[uo 9 A[3uoxs eard [req
a3 8soddo jou pIp yepmyes 1zeyf

Anld? iy ) 6

Jomoasoad orignd Aepoi ing
'Spunois yiresy
uo [Ieq S3ualo Sy Joj peread
-de a8y uaym juUsWUISA0F 9)B]S
a3} woay uoyisoddo Jjrs paoe)
enng difig JeAmer sAIysney

‘SUOTSBI00 0M]} U0 JoT[IRH
‘APOISNO oIy
pasesat-aq ued ay aaojaq aJod
-BUPIAl JO ajeajsidew Terorpnl
[BUOTSTAIP-qus a8y} Aq pasiopua
9q 0} 9ABY [[IM J3DPI0 TTeq Y,
‘08e  syoom Md] B popIul
-pe sem ay aJaym ‘Teitdsoy INISS
ur st ‘el aiodeupIy 8y} ur

pa3po oum ‘yrysneyy

‘uorssturaad 991]
(rr ¢

-od Jnoy3rm syt Aredorun
um( wng 9y} pue uoperod.ro)
TedIoTunj BINIRD oYl 9ABI]
0}. 9[qe 3q Jou prnom yiysnesy
pres [es§ eIpue(y) UeAeIEN
aonsny pue Jepynfer yyuy adn
-snp Jo youaq UOISIAID ® Ing
Aepo} 1mo) Y3y
B1IMO[RD Aq [TBq PajURIS A[TRUl]
sem Am8ues HIysney] I8In3o9]
3891100 UaTIS Jezeqeey] Tem
sa1dosg 9yl Im SHUI] pada]
-Te ST J0J 9oUapIsat wn(] wng
sty wogy dn pexord Suiaq Ja1je
SIUOW 921 ], :8 “300 ‘BIINI[R)

HALIOdRA'TVOIATANO

SPUS[A 9)¥)S S [IE( $JI3 IO

.

e
" —

9 0C1

THE TELZGRAR)



Mol

;q@" /

N

TR UG zn\am mwsﬁ-«ﬂa
WIE | TG S (e T AW G0 O
iR S WA APl B @I
T

5 Reram Foa FeAFE UM Te IR
OTB A@ IR AT AT W
e, wowe e Ra ferw o
o R I G e [IE QY IR
AT W om oM wwgm s ot @Il R
@A TE TR TR, TR O, SRR
Tl weR ety Afvfe 3T Ay
TG | W O ACIed WAS! Wee WA
TAMCE WY AR ATS-R AW
SR IS AR et «feq 1% 1
3R AR BeAMEHT T IS YT ANEGS 43
TG GI (O IW| @ANA T[RI 67 TR
frafen, AAlen woo 3@ W TR

e wgm PSR IS e €3 |ER
FAGACT TH A @ G| AEAGS
TR % wAfee wffp AE, e @b
AFES AL | 4T ILM, AT TS 43 HGHT
G I AP TN B I AR 0w ofF
;I (e I ¥wees SRWeR &
fdq F0e P o i e A @m,
Ao wp Fomy TE FoeiT 2eTR sew 1o
@R W R e e eR w @
i gEtafee s Smy W @ T
U (FRe TR 2 A1) B Bl R 1w
ciRere ot s = @k @fie T
W IR QAR TR SReAdd SRERS
A i I v R wm ofe
‘ER Bber e ofeem @ we) R
g IET Aferme ame AvErs 7R
G g1 <51 foet A1 v ST Y Wi @
T AN A (P, IS T Rredl e
(lowen®) i el @@ fm wifEw
SR @ FIH-o0 Auwg Reffere e
PR e B maemen M zeuR
frema st I @IMeNel A e A
e @ fien @R whwers) s s@n
frey IRA w© o e @@ T
(OR— G M TR (AT firs TfeE, S
mﬁmmﬁmmmw’am
M 3 TE A T SRR %
s WG el

e R} i W Rw ot @ Rew
AR AN | (ST AR wwgrE'a
TP FAMT 63 ©F 2 W | I,
TR AN 4 T 615 sb AER| TR

e =i A, W Sy srnew qazm
Wcmwm-wm%;
s @B (ST

TR Wi @ aﬁw asﬁms e
el @) aRreaShen Rem @
AN TSN AT R

| fste Awe Py wam wB o i e

@ | e @b T W, W B A W8 o)
b fRer e Rew, s 9@ifow oo
wreEfos ol om @B Ry @
et R Wi Fee AwRe wm Rovg
mmmwﬁmq%awm
R IS WA FreR WS an
PO WS, WO (AR WG (PNTONA
BIES T ? NG e, AT WY WG T, &3
TR SR T AT SET e
GFYSE TP TR SR Ty e
72 2@ fon wigre | & @ 59 we ¢ ) e
R@fAe oy g3t @ ARes IAfds ™, )
BTG, (9) TEF6I

7) e og Afee aImafes w @ &
@RI ? O G ASATSS el TF A I
AT T W) TSR TP 93 SN
e Rfer @fe 93 AR SN wEE)
A AAB YT IF FE A T W @
Tl Afe-Fre Fafad Sare w9
g W, AmEren Wwfgw sfdaeRe
(WA NEos) I TE @ AN
X X ANATS! 247 FAS FEA | WO |
@ (PG CHEAWI ToF, 3 STHEHR 244
e wpEmEe W o @ e, @ fim,
oo fFafae w311 @B 9F61 whE IE| IR
TPE IR ARG IACE T NG W A4
e, G *e A | NaeR w7 T A
oW i@, g @ osecdw @
ALANE G (o [N WH| GFDAT
sl W

@ @M TN AHARR (Al (57, A S

A AT, TR AT EEUNH, EAE

WSAR AF| ANMHA PG T FAPAHA
ore Rome (hy oNERMTR ieR (B
woe e 3 (Qred W@ W) | e

oo e |
ol WA effEEee owe)
TR R atfes v el O FE1 |

o Edwam Rl aeefee Wiy o
T BEel ot @R IR’ AR @
wbee G WG AU R BF TR
TREE W qEkeEw,  ofie-ge
MONGRATR T, TR, G =i
({ONGR (@ 7R I q @ (! O #Afw T
afiz 7o, i et =fite s wHrR
T AW, TIEY AT I M (NS TGRSR
FEF TG I, GO AfeR F3 el
TR AR WA AW | (RIEH TS
T, @ETPRATT TAoeT F9l TS AN A1 P4
TR 2 AR SReed wel | @ e
A SARST AT AWACD AN |

aR T Wi edtifes wef Te wwe
s o g M1 IS TEE 5 @R
e FoR wETT R S Fw T
e AtR-afvee [@m /e @
=R crem R SR’ wew www, FEEIEY
aﬁsﬁxwmmﬁ@swwmmimm
ﬁ:ﬁmwmaﬁmﬂgﬁwmw@mﬂw
TG | IR el cotel T T

JIEICE M TS TR, (FANS (I8 g AFWR
e8I (srafe) Fewa | w_y s A
IR FeEA v I3 T Hanke vEam a7
AR | ALY T FHET (AT W OCR)
IR @AW T AR (BeAmw w3 fAwd,
TS I W G Y NI THA) | @3
Ao AR GRIATRE N4 | T, GIWE @
SR @RI oY 2 @ 4 wer oF
bR, SIS GR RE N RW «@ el
(AT {3 Q6T LTSS BE |

ARIACSA FAMeA RFTa M @ o7, o7
QF gEeie TR, @3 oRw  Remed

. FEOUER AY CE | @B ned g ot aret
QOB (PG 2FS FACC AMA.. AW WAy
THEETER I& FA, SRR AW @R e

HATS | I FINGIA 437 (ST T 4392 AR
q, W T O WAR G} GG e T A
A1 Hanfe s wzs | oy fn
4|, oW, TEr WR IR, wh-aers
FEA 07 TR L. FRE oo IR wr

Q?“R,M <P| kﬂﬁ\ (P praos g

Ww%la\w

aEerR ey sud wE fw el @@ e
3 oy TS & @bramcs $F w2 Ae
@ R Ay b weRd WS (e
sy por ST e T AR JEFH
R TP WY @ @R wWeaER TR
vl TR Ty gl @) RS @ W
AL TS | MG Tow A= wRE® 3
FLANES B PO AT A R FH
TR (FER TETF0 ) wud Rfsn wer wy
@5 TR TEF0 W)

3 (IR TETH MG TS W oy oo
AR | ©E-IGR WY R @B T 6w rma
9T M TR T GEG 3G WS A,
Aoy Rad worofm 390 MR
AN | @3 AR (A Afeereera o fifen e
BIREA |

WO WX @ W WA s (o, @b
YO T TN T AN I | D
(TR fften FA00 ANI A A O TR @G
A WEAR MEAR A A WTI b e
MW AW GFCN I G IR IEREAA:
A AR @@ AZE v A A A
O R R (e WA TS ST, R
TR T W I3 W AR AR w1,
A T wem B @ dfezm wm
WAE-Sgead | wiiw @k e e
ISR WA T (W AR (I SR A
TS AT W 9 W AN TS oM A1 9]
it 4@ s fm Qe dmEm @
ST (Al (T3, I T A, (AN (IR
TS TN A0S AN o8FS SFEA T |
B X NI WSS @AR! W
me-Ghge @k B TS e wme
ARG wrAREW| o' sl
qeTeie -, prer ¥ (W)
@ (Y /W, G-Ga-are  fem
wa B ol @b wmeffe cERIEA (i
ffet) e 3 (e G wime
dfes A SR @ A W B
Ty e @25 7/ RS ore (R Hamw
Tqm #4l

TR (Y @R SRR Sfete A, @ A
I TR RRR AU A1 9 AOTHR g4
AT EYRd Al IR @, W owEel A
U ?

‘SIS SIS IR SIS T A, Wi gE R @
FEE I W AL AW O TGEIAR I
QoA O R @ FOOE FIRNE W R
faete sy 3f% (o zw am A

B IR TS W, ‘@ oo (e,
@ GEAER AR AL @ I S6YE
TR K ©IYl G2 TR AW | I IYY T
(A TN TGY IS AW | 9% I I
WA SfAfes g9 WWWW
Wﬁzmlmem%uﬁmwf—mof
e Bfew A e zep, SfpkwEe-T
e o B e, o dew &3
Fiezey 701 g @ Avve GERGE We-93
TYBR TR IO I, TEI WA M= T
T A IR FH WE ARR iR, I
GFEN A FeAR WY 9IAX O, WA
SR, FCY TR SR R WY, 1, e

G NS oA

5 S 1 e 6% o o e
wibel (it g, RIS T B w0
FAE WEE | wwmmlm
T AR T IS WS W}

TSI Ww AESE TAS GF a1
oS TS’ O TR WY o e |

-.i&‘ N



“One prlson

PATNA, Sept. 3. — Two in-
mates at Beur Central Jail.
Entirely different living con-
ditions for each of them,
thanks to the dual standards
adopted by the state admin-
- istration.

Barmeshwar Singh, Ran-
vir Sena chief, is lodged in
the Sarswati ward and get-
ting VIP treatment. Inci-
dentally, Mr Laloo Prasad
Yadav was lodged in this
ward,

And Ajay Kanu alias Rav-
iji, PW’s Magadh zonal
commander, is undergoing
third degree torture barely
next door.

Barmeshwar, accused of masterminding
the massacre of 500 Dalits in central Bihar,
was allowed to meet the press outside the
prison gates yesterday. He announced to the
world he would “control his cadre from the
prison”. “I believe in the philosophies of
Subhas Chandra Bose and Mahatma Gandhi
... We have taken up arms to guard our rights
and prestige against the Naxalites.”

Ajay Kanu, arrested just a day before Bar-
meshwar, is in shackles and is being kept in
specially prepared cell. He was reporg:dly
beaten up black and biue before the court re-
manded him to jail and has not been allowed
to meet anyone.

Jehanabad police has decided to take Kanu
on remand for “interrogation to extract more
information”. According to the PW’s state
committee secretary Mr Prakash, “police may

THE STATESMA;,

Barmeshwar Singh, Ranvir Sena
chief, is also a VIP prisoner

kﬂl Ravqx on way to Jehana-
{ bad from Beur jail”.

SPs of Bhojpur, Jehana-
bad, Gaya and Aurangabad
had come to interrogate
Barmeshwar on 30 August
at the police station. But
none of them applied pres-
sure to extract any informa-
tion from him, Kotwali po-
i lice station officers said.
“They just noted down what
Barmeshwar said.”

For Kanu, things were dif-
ferent. About 12 policemen
had reportedly beaten him
up with lathis in the lock up
after he was arrested on 28
August. The Naxalite leader
was produced in court next
day bruised, battered and

leeding

Asked about the “VIP treatment” given to
Barmeshwar, prison superintendent Mr Ma-
hendra Bharti said: “Barmeshwar is behaving
like a gentleman in the jail.” But he hurried-
ly added: “I am doing what I have been direc-
ted to do from the higher-ups.”

Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav has compared
Barmeshwar with the CPI-M MLC, Mr Ba-
sudeo Prasad, regarded as a very honest leg-
islator. “Barmeshwar looks like Basudeo
babu”, the RID chief had said a couple of
days ago.

Political observers believe Mr Laloo Yadav
is trying to promote Barmeshwar, a “hero” of
the Bhumihars, in politics to win them over.
Bhumihars are angry with the BIP for re-
moving Dr CP Thakur from the Union Cab-
inet. And, Mr Yadav may asked the adminis-
tration to “behave well” with Barmeshwar.
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Patna: The prize catch of the state po-
lice, Ranvir Sena chief Brahmeshwar
Singh, who is wanted in many cases of
massacre, is proving to be a tough nut
to crack as he is not giving away any-
thing to his interrogators.

Right from Thursday night till Fri-
day afternoon, senior officials of the
Patna police, the Central IB, special
branch, the Ara police and the Gaya
police grilled Singh, but to no avail.
“He was unyielding and evasive. He
repeatedly asserted that farmers
would continue their fight against
‘terrorism’ of Left extremists, and in-
sisted that being in police custody, he
would say nothing,” fumed a police of-
ficial, who had interrogated him.

The secretariat police station where
Singh is being kept resembled an
Army fort, with scores of policemen
posted all around it. Over a dozen of
them guarded the cell where Singh
was kept. Entry to the police station
was being strictly monitored.

The interrogators wanted to know
who would succeed him as the Sena

Vchlef Sh WS NO remorse

Sena is con-
sidered to be a struc-

tured, hieravrchical or-
1 ganisation. Singh is re-
g ported to have ex-
! pressed ignorance
i about it. “It is for them

. . toelect a new man,” he
B.Singh 1514 the police officials.

Though the Sena ‘may’ have engi-
neered the massacres, he himself was
not physically present at the spot in
any of the massacres, Singh told his in-
terrogators. He gave 1947 as the year of
his birth. “Most of his replies were eva-
sive and Kkept on saying “If you know
all about the Ranvir Sena, why keep
asking me the same guestions.” At in-
tervals, he gave sermons on the right of
farmers to take up arms against eco-
nomic blockade, massacre and terror
inflicted by the MCC and the PWG,”
said a police official.

The police appear to be in a fix as to
where to keep Singh, as there is no
case against him in Patna. They have
been thinking of producing him be-
fore a judge in Ara.

Top police officials have mooted the

idea of shifting him to Bhagalpur Cen-
tral Jail as Beur Central Jail was
thought to be unsafe for Singh, who is
considered the most wanted person in
Bihar. A controversy has arisen on
who will get the Rs 5 lakh reward put
by the state government on Singh’s
head. The official notification is yet to
be issued. Nobody appeared 'sure
about the beneficiary—the man who
“tipped off”’ the Patna police or the po-
licemen involved in his arrest.

The arrest of Singh comes at the
right moment for the Justice Amir Das
Commission, which is investigating
the political links of the Sena. So far,
the notices issued to the BJP, the Sama-
ta Party, the Congress and even RJD
leaders were on the basis of statements
made by the CPI(ML) workers. Howev-
er, with his arrest, RJD chief Laloo Ya-
dav claimed that the political links of
the party concerned would be exposed.

However, the Amir Das Commis-
sion was unlikely to question Singh
directly in the near future. “Instead,
we are going to ask the police officials
questioning him to file a report before
the commission,” said an official. /

/e
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A visit to Bochadanga ex-
poses the extent of police high-
handedness. Sections under the
Indian Penal Code that deal
with “sedition against the state”
(the same sections under which
British national Peter Bleach
was tried and convicted for air-
dropping 300 AK-47rifles in Pu-
rulia in 1995) have been slapped
against the Class VIII student,
the college girl and three others.

Villagers are angry. “We
never heard the name of PWG,
we knew them as Naxals. But
they never ever did anything
that should earn them a bad
name. Instead, they wrested
some vested char lands from
unscrupulous people and dis-
tributed them among us,” saysa
local resident.

In fact, because of this cam-

Socialist Party — which ironi-
cally is one of the Left’s con-
stituents in the government —
| there are few families here who

| don’thavelandtocultivate.

“Coming from a poor fam-

paign led by the Revolutionary -

Y

PWG tag on students

boywas asked to stay back in his
house while they — some of
them are elected functionaries
of the RSP —went to attend a
marriage. They are more upset
about the manner in which po-
licemen from the local police
station visited the village after
the raid and got blank papers
signed by at least three villagers.
“We refused to sign but they
forced us. If there is an indepen-
dent inquiry, we will definitely
say this,” says Israel Malithy, a
farmer in his 40s. This was sec-
onded by Habibur Rehman
Mondal, another farmer in his
40s. When contacted, the offi-
cer-in-charge at the local police
station' at Naoda, Shyama
Prasad Saha, said: “Ican’t speak
tothe press.”

Superintendent of Police,
Murshidabad, Virendra was
hard put to explain the charges.
“Their basic objective was to
capture state power. They were
certainly up to something. Or,
why should they assemble in
such a remote village and es-

ily, Shampa always empathised ~ cape at the sight of the police?”
with the poor,” says her father  he asked.

Nimmal Dasguptawhomether ~ “They aren’t accused of po-
at the Berhampore jail on Fri-  litical murders,” Virendra said,
day. He finds it hard tounder-  adding: “They are trying to set
standwhyshe hasbeenarrested  up their ownsystem, anown jus-
when there is no ban on her tice system. Besides, there were
group. cases of arms snatching and re-

Relatives of Eton say the  coveryofarmsinrecent times.
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-6 CRPF men killed
In naxalite a bush

By Prafulla Das ‘ \7 A

BHUBANESWAR, AUG. 11. Seven se-
curity forces personnel were
killed and five injured in a land-
mine blast triggered by naxa-
lites of the People’s War near a
culvert at Gunupur sub-division
of Orissa’s Rayagada district
today.

Those killed include six ja-
wans of the Central Reserve Po-
lice Force and an Orissa State
Armed Police driver. All of them
died on the spot. The injured se-
curity men have been admitted
to the Government hospital at
Gunupur.

The incident  occurred
around 10 a.m. when a police
party, headed by the Gunupur
Sub-Divisional Police Officer
(SDPQ), was on its way to Goth-
alpadar village where an in-
formant of the Andhra Pradesh
Xuce had been killed last night,

ccording to the DGP, N.C. Pad-
hi.

The naxalites started firing af-
ter the blast and the police re-
turned the fire. No one was
killed in the exchange of fire,
Mr. Padhi said. The SDPO, the
Circle Inspector and the Officer-
in-Charge of the Gunupur po-

lice station escaped unhurt.
Top police officials have reac-

hed the spot and a combing op-

eration has been launched.

The St te” Government has
announceq an ex-gratia of Rs. 1
lakh to the\families of each vic-
tim, apart from the various ben-
efits for those killed in action.

Close to A.P. border

Our Srikakulam Staff Report-
er writes:

The Orissa village where the
blast took place is about 5 km
from the Battili police station in
Srikakulam district of Andhra
Pradesh.

A DSP was leading the police
party going by three jeeps and a
bus. Two jeeps crossed the
point safely and the landmine
was triggered when a vehicle
carrying 22 policemen was ne-
gotiating it.

Going by the magnitude of
the operation, the role of a “mil -
itary platoon” in executing it
was suspected. The ‘Gotta’ local
guerilla squad is also said to be
involved in the incident.

The Andhra Pradesh-Orissa
border has been deceptively
calm for sometime. The Peo-
ple’s War had suffered a series
of setbacks in Andhra Pradesh
even as talks with the State Gov-
ernment were on. It struck in a
big way on the Andhra-Orissa
Border luring the police contin-
gent with the killing of the in-
formant.

THE HINDY
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| ' The talks between the
naxalites and the
Andhra Pradesh

. Government were bound
. ‘tofail given the take-it-

“'or-leave-it approach of
... both parties, writes
.. K Srinivas Reddy.

L

) ’:‘A clever combatant imposes his
. will on the enemy, but doesn't

““allow the enemy’s will to be

o . . .
imposed on him” — Sun Tzu in his

~ classic treatise ‘The Art of War’.

HE APPLICATION of the
military axiom penned
about 2,500 years ago can
. be seen in the ongoing
, struggle by the CPI-ML People’s
* War (PW) to bring about a New
"~ Democratic Revolution (NDR) and
" the counter-strategies by the
‘Andhra Pradesh Government,
especially after the recent effort to
bring about a rapprochement
between the two ended in a fiasco.
The peace efforts initiated by the
neutral Committee of Concerned
Citizens (CCC) were welcomed in
general, especially by the populace
forced to witness the spiral of
violence in the “struggle areas” of
the PW where it employed all its
military tactics. However, there
was an underlying sense of

+ disbelief bordering on pessimism

among those who had watched the
extremist movement spreading

~.from one area to another and the
Government's steely resolve to
suppress it.

Yet, it was a classic example of
willing suspension of disbelief.
When the PW announced a
unilateral ceasefire in two spells
from January 19 to March 16 and
subsequently from May 10 to June
.10, the Government was caught in
a bind. It could not reciprocate, at
least not officially, yet it reiterated
on several occasions its willingness
to create a “conducive

. ‘atmosphere” for talks with the PW

leadership. In retrospect, it appears
*as if it was all a game played by
both sides; each out to impose its
will on the other.
.<-The first ceasefire was
* withdrawn after the police killed
10 naxalites and seized a huge
cache of arms including a light
‘machine gun (LMG). Even the
during first spell, the PW resorted
to destruction of public property

and some violence.

The PW sprang a surprise
subsequently, announcing a
month-long ceasefire from May 10.

What prompted it to initiate a
dialogue with the Government?
Though the Chief Minister, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, may have

“INSIGHT

convened all-party meetings to
discuss the issue and announce
the Government’s resolve to invite
the PW for talks, the police, after

Andhra Pradesh’s Home
Minister says the PW
should lay down arms
and participate in
development activities, if
not in elections.

HE ANDHRA Pradesh Govern-

ment has come out with a

fresh offer. It wants the PW to
lay down arms and participate in de-
velopment activities, if not in
elections.

“If the PW is working for the wel-
fare of the people, let it come out in
the open and take part in develop-
ment activities. If it does not believe
in elections, let its leaders not partic-
ipate in polls, they can work with the

mEl.."NDn

An oliv

people and con-
~vince them about
the futility of parlia-
mentary democra-
_ cy,” says the Home
Minister, T. Deven-
dar Goud. Denying
that the Govern-
ment scuttled the
talks, Mr. Goud

w
T. Devendar
Goud
said, “we are ready even now. We
made it clear that there should be
direct talks. But the PW was orly
interested in buying time to enable

it to reconsolidate its position.”

He said the PW could only suc-
ceed in killing some politicians, po-
lice and the “so-called” informants,
but that its ideology would not
work. “The ideology of the PW lead-
ers is impracticable and outdated.
They should stop misleading the

e branch

people.” Insisting that the PW was
responsible for the breakdown of the
talks, he said, “on the one hand, they
(PW leaders) continue to move with
arms and resort to unlawful activ-
ities and, on the other, they want the
Government to keep quiet and hold
talks with them. What sort of logic is
this?”

He said the Government was sin-
cere in agreeing to talk to the naxa-
lites. “We thought we could ask the
PW leaders to shun viclence and
participate in development, but they
went on prolonging the issue. There
was no need for preliminary rounds
of talks with PW emissaries”.

“Telangana has seen an armed re-
bellion earlier. The leaders who were
in the forefront at that time are now
participating in elections. I am sure
the PW leaders would also realise
this in future,” he added. — K.S.R.

initially keeping quiet, soon
dropped enough hints that they
believed the naxalites only wanted
a breather.

The PW initially named poet
Varavara Rao and balladeer
Gaddar, both known for their
extreme left leanings, as its
emissaries for the preliminary
rounds with State Ministers, K.
Vijayarama Rao and T. Sitaram, to
finalise an agenda for the direct
talks.

As the preliminary rounds were
being held on June 5, 9 and 20, the
PW cadres continued to recruit
people and organise public
meetings in villages, causing
concern to the police.

Police officers said the PW was
utilising the ceasefire period to
strengthen its base in the
Telangana region, which had
earlier seen its cadres retreating
into the forest areas with the
police gradually gaining the upper
hand.

The police continued their
operations and soon there were
exchanges of fire in which ten
naxalites were killed in Khammam,
Karimnagar, Warangal and Guntur

districts. The PW, which was to
send its top leaders for direct talks
on June 20, called off the ceasefire.
The violence began again.

The talks, in a way, were bound
to fail since there was not much
negotiating space. Both parties had
adopted a “take-it-or-leave-it”
approach. The PW made it clear
that giving up armed struggle was
not on while the Government
insisted on this. -

What then were the negotiations
about? PW documents seized at
different places indicated that the
whole effort was part of the
naxalite leadership’s strategy to
seize the opportunity and focus
the people’s attention on its
political demands such as land
distribution and the problems of

Talking peace to

the Adivasis. The seized
documents clearly spoke of how
the peace process would only
provide a temporary respite, which
was to be used effectively to build
up the revolutionary movement
which had taken a beating in the
last two years in the State.

In fact, a Central Committee
document, believed to have been
prepared by Katakam Sudershan,
advised the cadres not to get
carried away by the temporary
respite (from police action) since
the State was bound to crack down
again.

Initially, the PW strategy of
engaging the Government in talks
did catch the latter unawares.
There was an element of confusion
in the police ranks too given the

F THE 25 revenue districts
in the country where naxa-
lites of the PW  and the
Mapist Communist Centre (MCC)
are - dominant, Chhattisgarth ac-
counts for seven, The thick forests
of Bastar, Dantewada, Kanker and
adjoining aréas have always pro-
vided shelter for the groups and the
terrain is just right for training their
cadres.
“No doubt, the PW is more active
here with a wider

Hoping it will
go away?

ever, these seem .to have died
down, partly due to police pressure
and partly due to lack of stipport
from the Adivasis themselves.

The “Government, meanwhile,
has raised two battalions of special
police, comprising exclusively :of
Adivasis, and trained them in miod-
ern weapontry to deal with the nax-
alites. ,

“The response has been tremen-
dous despite threats issued by the

naxalites to the

organisational
structure than the
MCC, which is ac-
tive  primarily - in
Surgija . district,
bordering. Jhark-
hand,” says Rajiv
Mathur, Addition-
al Director-Gener-
al~ of . Police ,
(Intelligence). v o
As of now, the State Government
seeins to be in no mood to disturb
the naxalites. While the naxalites
have been banned in Andhra Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh and JThark-
hand, Chhattisgarh has taken no
such initiative nor has it made any
offer to hold talks with them. There
were: some murmurs of talks when
the State was carved out from Mad-
hya- Pradesh and  the .naxalites
raked up the demand for a separate
Bastar State for the Adivasis. How-

At the moment, the
Chhattisgarh
Government seems fo
be in no mood to
disturb the naxalites,
says Aarti,Dhar.

Adivasis.. While |
the naxalites al-
ways = play. the
Adivasi card, we
did .. the same
and the men in
these  battalions
are doing an ex-
cellent - job . as
they are familiar
with the terrain and activities of the
naxalites,” says Mr. Mathur.

“At the same time, we are treat-
ing naxalism as a socio-economit
problem and trying to improve the
facilities, strengthening the PDS
and reaching out to the peaple. To-
day, we can say with authority that
there is nio naxalite-affected strong-
hold where we are not able to en-
ter. We have even visited Raoghat,
the biggest naxalite concentration
camp in the Bastar region,” he
points:. out.
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“PWG backs out of pea

- FROM GS. RADHAKRISHNA

Hyderabad, July 19: The Peo-
-ple’s War Group today wound up
“its peace initiative and declared
that there would be no “dialo-
-gue” with the state government.

" The extremists, however, said
they were open to talks if the
government ensured a “con-
‘ducive atmosphere”.

" The PWG issued a voice state-
‘ment recorded on an audio tape
‘that the outfit’s state secretary,
‘Ramakrishna, sent to the media.

He later signed a press statement .

carrying the announcement.

The declaration came a day
before the deadline set by the
PWG for the government to cre-
ate a “conducive atmosphere”
for the outfit’s top brass to come
out of hiding and hold “talks”.

After the last meeting be-
tween PWG emissaries P. Var-
avara Rao and Gaddar and the
government representatives on
June 20, it was decided that the
extremist leaders would come
for talks on July 20 provided
‘here were no encounters for a
nonth.

Both Rao and Gaddar had an-
nounced their “retirement from
the assignment” of setting up
the preliminaries, including
modalities for the talks, follow-
ing a spate of encounters in
Warangal. They also cited inabil-
ity “to contact their clients —the
PWG” as areason for quitting.

The withdrawal of the PWG
was a foregone conclusion with
the Andhra Pradesh Cabinet de-
ciding to again extend the térm
of the ban on the extremist outfit
by another year on July 15.

The ordinance on the PWG
had virtually lapsed since June
22, providing leverage to the gov-
ernment to give “safe passage”
to the top leaders of the outfit ex-
pected to attend the talks.

The encounters at Warangal
and the appeasement of extrem-
ists through the surrender, relief
and rehabilitation policy was the
cause of discontent during talks
the extremist emissaries had
with government representa-
tives since June.

"The PWG men had thrown in
the towel 10 days ago, saying
they would no longer represent
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the outfit for any talks as the po- arangal,”” Ramakrishna says

lice repression had reached the
severest levels.

However, as Ramakrishna
put it, since June 20, there have
been four encounters in which 10
activists, including three senior
extremists, were killed. The
PWG said there have been 15 en-
counters since March.

Ramakrishna said the ex-
tremist surrender policy an-
nounced by the Chandrababu
Naidu regime was “inconsis-
tent”. “The government argues
that the police have the right to
kill our party cadre but we do not
have any right to protect our-
selves,” he said.

Ramakrishna said the PWG
has been honest to its commit-
ment on ceasefire but it was the
state police who had exploited
the situation to accelerate its
crackdown on extremists.

“We had more or less given
safe passage to the police, gov-
ernment officials and politicians
during the last six months to
conduct the panchayat polls, the
Janmabhoomi programme and
the Mahanadu convention at
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on the tape.

Dismissing the charge that
the PWG has been consolidating,
recruiting and strengthening it-
self during the last five months
of peace efforts, Ramakrishna
said: “We came out with a peace
offer from a position of strength
and not weakness.” Describing
the government’s argument that
the PWG should lay down arms
before the talks as “meaning-
less”, he said there would have
been no need for dialogue if the
PWG was not armed at all.

Ramakrishna claimed that
the strength the PWG has dis-
played in countering the atroci-
ties by the police in tribal areas
and villages has won it popular
support in over 11 states. “People
see the PWG as a saviour from
the harassment of the police and
government officials.”

The ball is once again in the
court of the civil rights activists
and the government. The PWG
remained restrained during the
two-day bandh on July 11 and 12,
although everyone expected a
major incident.



,/People’_s War feeds on Citu, Trinamul

CPM &
lobs back

BY OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, July 17: The CPM
today rejected the People’s War’s
conditional offer to hold talks to
end the political violence scar-
ring the tribal-dominated parts
of West Midnapore.

State CPM secretary Anil
Biswas said the possibility of sit-
ting down for a dialogue would
be considered only after the
group formally repudiated the
path ef-violence and.joined the
Left mainstream.

“We cannot hold talks with
the Naxalites on conditions. Ne-
gotiations are possible only if
they abjure the path of vio-
lence,” he said after returning
from a trip to China.

In a statement yesterday, the
radical Left group had said it
was willing to hold talks, but set
four conditions.

In public, chief minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee refused to
comment. “I have no reaction on
the score at the moment.”

However, he held a series of
meetings with senior bureau-
crats and police officers and
asked them to continue the
crackdown on the group.

Later, the inspector-general
of police, western range, J.R.
Bhagat, and senior officers of
the special branch and the intel-
ligence branch met in the home
secretary’s chamber to work out
an action plan. The officers were
told to make a list of People’s
War workers and sympathisers
in the city and suburbs.

Sources said Orissa director-
general of police N.C. Pari has
sent documents seized from ar-
rested People’s War activists
with ties to Calcutta and its sub-
urbs. It is believed the secretary
of the Orissa unit of the group
has links to Dum Dum, which is
emerging as a city reference
point for the outfit.

“We are closing in on Asit
Sarkar, the brain behind the Peo-
ple’s War and it is a matter of
time before we catch up with
him,” police said.

N

Naxalites in
terms @}%\3 piggyback

BY SUNANDO SARKAR

Calcutta, July 17: If it’s the
MCC in the Bankura-Purulia-
Midnapore belt, it’s the Citu —
the CPM’s labour wing — in the
coalfields of the Asansol-Dhan-
bad belt. If it's the BJP in pockets
of Midnapore, it's the Congress
in parts of Murshidabad. And if
it was the CPM in 1998, it's the
Trinamul in 2002.

The CPI(M-L) People’s War
plan for a revolution in Bengal is
following the decision taken at
the party’s 2001 congress to the
letter. The resolution discussed
and accepted there, and codified
in an internal party document
on the strategies to be followed,
explained in detail how the party
should use “secret methods, very
cautiously” to expand its base.

Admitting that the party did
not possess any significant or-
ganisational base in many areas,
the document asked party mem-
bers to build a “structure impre-
gnable to the enemy”. The par-
ty’s modus operandi in many ar-
eas of Bengal would suggest that
is exactly what it is doing now:

First, the CPM’s labour wing.
Reports available here say the
group is “very active” in the col-
liery belt on the Bengal-Bihar-
Jharkhand border, organising
workers’ movements and giving
a strident shape to their de-
mands through the machinery of
other parties.

With the Citu being the domi-
nant labour wing in the belt —
with some influence of the CPI's
Aituc in some areas — the Nax-
alite group is using these organi-
sations to spread its ideas.

Next, the Opposition parties.
With the Trinamul Congress
still being the most influential
political party in many areas of
Midnapore, intelligence reports
say the People’s War has been ex-
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ploiting its organisational base
for its ewn interests. “With peo-
ple in Bengal being sharply po-
larised along mainstream-party
lines, the People’s War has to
take the help of one party or the
other if it wants to spread its
base in the state,” an official
said. S
But the group’s relations
with the Congress in parts of
Murshidabad — “stable” till a
few months ago — are nosediv-
ing. “There have been differ-
ences of opinion of late,” an offi-
cial said, explaining why the sit-
uation there was fast snowbal-
ling into all-out violence with a
spate of political killings of late.

But the agreement reached
with the MCC for the Bengal dis-
tricts bordering Jharkhand is of
a more stable nature, say offi-
cials, referring to the decision
reached at a meeting of the Com-
mittee of Maoist Parties of
South Asia that all similar-
thinking parties should cooper-
ate with each other. Following
that decision, the MCC sent a let-
ter to the People’'s War about
three months ago — called “his-
toric” as it was the first MCC at-
tempt at a rapprochement —
calling for area- and manpower-
sharing. This has already taken
place in Purulia, Bankura and
West Midnapore.

The ultimate aim of the Peo-
ple’s War, as culled from investi-
gations, is much more broad-
based — and, possibly, improba-
ble — than focusing on only
three states. The group, say offi-
cials, has trained its sights on at
least 10 states from Uttar
Pradesh in the north to Karnata-
ka in the south, encompassing
the Marathwada region of Ma-
harashtra, Telengana of Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chh-
attisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar,
Orissa and, of course, Bengal.
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Interrogation reveals People’s War plan

-state launch
pad for strikes

&

FROM NARESH JANA

West Midnapore, July 12:
People’s War activists are
planning to set up a “guerril-
la zone” in the jungles of
West Midnapore, from where
they can trigger strikes
across the state, including in
Calcutta.

Parts of Bankura and Puru-
lia in Bengal, Mayurbhanj in
Orissa and East Singhbhum in
Jharkhand will come under the
zone, which will serve as the op-
erational base of the group, in-
terrogation of about 75 arrested
Naxalites has revealed.

Calcutta has come within the
gunsight of the militants for the
first time, with the group chalk-
ing out plans of hit-and-run as-
sassinations and explosions in
the city. People’s War activists
had rented houses in fringe
areas like Rishra, Arambagh,
Dakshineswar and Dum Dum
under fictitious names in prepa-
ration for the Calcutta strikes,
police said.

“The plan is to use the forest
| areas as an operational base for
their terrorist activities against
the state machinery and the po-
lice,” West Midnapore superin-
tendent of police K.C. Meena
said. The dense jungles could
serve as a permanent shelter for
the Naxalites.

The People’'s War activists
have already identified 20 police
station areas spread across Ben-
gal, Orissa and Jharkhand,
Meena said. Anarea of 450 sq km
in the “guerrilla zone” is dense
forest and about a hundred
square Kkilometres comprises
small hills.

Garbeta, Goaltor, Lalgarh,
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Proposed guerrilla zone

Salboni, Binpur, Belpahari, Jam-
boni, Gopiballabhpur, Naya-
gram and Sankrail police sta-
tions in West Midnapore, Bandu-
an and Poradi in Purulia and
Ranibandh and Raipur in
Bankura have been earmarked

by the People’s War activists. =

The “guerrilla zone” can also
be used as an escape route to
Orissa and Jharkhand in case of
an emergency because, being
covered by forests, it is usually
shunned by the police. Besides,
villages, whose poor residents
often sympathise with the Nax-
alites, encircle the forests.

The group has drawn up a
blueprint of the routes they can
use through Orissa to reach Peo-
ple’s War strongholds in Andhra
Pradesh. The June 26 arrest of
People’s War activists such as
Sudeep Chongdar alias Manik
revealed that “Deepak”, a front-

line Naxalite, had used one such
route to elude state police and es-
cape to Andhra Pradesh.

The People’s War had en-
trusted 12 frontline activists to
draw up the blueprint for the
proposed zone, police said. How-
ever, all of them have been ab-
sconding since the crackdown
on the Naxalites began.

Police sources said the force
has identified sites in the hills of
Bhallukkhola, Bhallukbasa, Ra-
jabasa, Metalia forest, Mayur-
jharna Machkandna and Cheda-
pathar where the militants prac-
tised using firearms. Most Peo-
ple’s War activists based in Ben-
gal were believed to have under-
gone guerrilla training in these
hilly areas.

The activists are being fed
arms and cash from their central
committee based in Telengana
in Andhra Pradesh, police said.

!
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‘Examine Ganguly’s i

Y. feb ri™

Statesman News Service

MIDNAPORE, July 11, — The Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Midnapore West, today ordered that
the injuries sustained by Mr Kaushik Ganguly, Cal-
cutta University lecturer, be “examined at the
SSKM Hospital or at the Calcutta Medical College
Hospital where better treatment is available”. For-
ensic experts there would be able to find out the ex-
act date on which the injuries were sustained.

Mr Ganguly, Mr Tinku Ghosh and Mr Parashar
Bhattacharya, arrested for suspected PWG links,
were produced in the CIM’s court today. They
have been remanded in 14 days’ judicial custody.

The CIM said the medical report submitted by
the Salboni Rural Hospital is “found wanting on
the exact nature of the injuries”.

Defence counsel Mr Dashrath Nanda said: “The

'S ] ]uges. M

medical report does not state the e ct date when
the injuries were inflicted or their cagse. The state-
ments of the accused are also not there in the re-
port.” The CIM rejected Mr Nanda’s bail plea. He
also rejected the defence counsel’s plea for an order
to seize the baton with which Mr Ganguly was alleg-
edly beaten up in Baguiati police lock-up. The court
rejected public prosecutor Mr Raicharan Roy’s
plea for 10 days police remand for the accused.
Three persons arrested yesterday in connection
with the killing of Goaltore CPM leader Ajit
Ghosh were released today for lack of evidence.
PW activists killed: Four Peoples’ War activists
and a policeman were killed in an encounter at
Maranpur village in Bhojpur district last night,
adds a report from Patna.
Andhra bandh : A MDO office was damaged in a
blast on the first day of the 48-hour PWG-spon-
sored Andhra bandh, adds PTI from Hyderay,

THE STATESMAR
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THE D “ISION BY the two emissaries of the
People’s War Group (PWG) of naxalites to pull
out of the ongoing dialogue with the Andhra Pra-
desh Government is somewhat of an anti-climax
in the negotiating process considering that the
representatives of the outfit slated to take part in
the talks were promised safe passage just a few
weeks back. Yet, the decision is merely indicative
of an unfortunate, though by no means unfore-
seen, resurfacing of mutual suspicions and a
pervasive mistrust between militant outfits and
the political establishment in the State. This is
the reason why neither the Government nor the
militant groups were prepared to lower their
guard during the prelude to the negotiations.
The latest turn of events may not therefore ad-
versely impact on the commencement of the
dialogue later this month or on its long term

outcome. But the withdrawal from mediation by .

the balladeer, Gaddar, and the revolutionary
writer, Varavara Rao, has certainly heightened
the level of mutual apprehensions, apart from
setting the clock back at least temporarily.

The most glaring evidence of the persisting
unease amidst a seemingly growing climate of
hope was encapsulated in the widely known per-
ception among the PWG naxalites that the Gov-
ernment’s recent offer of safe passage to their
top leaders slated to participate in the dialogue
was nothing but a conspiracy to eliminate them.
Such a reading may or may not have any real
basis. But there has been concrete evidence that
encounter killings have continued with alarming
regularity right through the past few months de-
spite a PWG declared unilateral ceasefire last
May. Thus, the gunning down of four leaders of
the extremist outfits in Karimnagar district last

week and two more in Khammam a few days

earlier by the police in the name of encounters!

raises questions regarding the Government’s sin-
cerity in bringing the decades long tangle with
extremism to an end, let alone, its desire to ac-
quiesce in the framework proposed by the PWG
for negotiations. The currently vitiated atmo-
sphere thus appears far removed from the enthu-
siastic advocacy by the Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister, N. Chandrababu Naidu, of a dialogue
with extremist groups outlawed under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act.

In what is by no account a politically astute
calculation, the PWG’s announcement of a cea-
sefire first in February this year and then in May
during the prelude to the current dialogue was
not matched by any toning down of its hardline
or political rhetoric. For instance, the justified
concern about the persistence of encounters
should have led to isolating the police adminis-
tration for its unrelenting use of strong-arm
methods. Instead, the PWG chose to concentrate
on the other issue of questioning the motives of
the political leadership with whom it is engaged
in a dialogue. In doing so, its interlocutors may
have contributed to vitiating the atmosphere. It
is crucial that the important distinction between
restoration of political space for furthering the
democratic movement on the one hand and the
recourse to armed insurgency on the other hand
is recognised. Significantly, the purported objec-
tives of extremist groups fall in the domain of the
former, notwithstanding the highly dubious
means they have deployed to achieve their ends.
The challenge before the administrative machin-
ery lies in ensuring that it does not blur the divi-
sion between means and ends.
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In a typically irreverent but incisive com-
ment, Salman Rushdie once wondered
whether the Indian inability to tell the future
from the past stems from the fact that the
Hindi word for yesterday (kal) is the same as
for tomorrow.

The continuation of ultra-left violence in
several parts of the country despite the ban
on the People’s War Group (PWG) and the
Maoist Communist Centre (MCC), has
thrown Rushdie’s civilisational inquiry
under sharper focus. India, a nuclear power
and satellite manufacturer, is grappling with
an armed political campaign that best
belongs to another era, and is admittedly an
outcome of the unresolved contradictions of
a backward agrarian society.

Though violent left-wing politics has
spread over a large part of the country and
its neighbourhood, successive regimes in
Delhi have shown a reluctance to address the
questions of land alienation and rural
exploitation, particularly in the tribal belt.
Had a similar extremist movement erupted
in Delhi’s vicinity — say

By Bhaskar Roy

" Naxalite Violence,
Legacy of Another Era WV \ Mé .

the mainstream communist movement.

Rejecting the agitational aggression of the
established communist parties, Mazumdar
proposed that every party worker form a five-
man secret group as part of revolutionary ac-
tivity. Laying a major emphasis on under-
ground political training, he prepared an
outline for revolution on the basis of agrari-
an inequalities, borrowing heavily from Mao
Zedong’s experiment in China. The next four
documents were written in the following
months. Before he could complete the fifth
one, Mazumdar was arrested. In these theses,
he made a radical departure from the
established practices of the conventional left
by dismissing trade union activity and farm
workers’ agitation as a mere way of getting
marginal economic benefits. Instead of a
large-scale campaign to seize political power,
he directed his followers to create liberated
zones by armed struggle. The “secret active
groups”, the fourth document said, would
play a crucial role in organising “revolution-
ary violence to counter reactionary
violence” and fight the police forces.

Mazumdar surmised

Haryana or western Uttar
Pradesh — the political
bosses would have un-
doubtedly reacted much
earlier.

Historically, the Maoist
movement, fed by rural
deprivation, has been sig-
nificantly different from
violent agitations in Pun-
jab and Assam in the

IN BRIEF

@ Ultra-left violence has
spread over large parts of
the country in recent years

@ Successive dispensations
in Delhi have refused to
address the root causes of
this phenomenon

that it would be impossible
for the police to zero in on
all the workers participat-
ing in the secret groups. In
the fifth document, he
directly attacked the main-
stream communists, accus-
ing them of using un-
armed people as “cannon-
fodder” instead of training
them in guerrilla warfare.

past. It is based neither on

religious fundamentalism nor on any sense
of regional or linguistic injustice. Sustained
by the theory of class struggle, Naxalite
extremism, therefore, is unlikely to die down
with the ebbing of any momentary madness.
Linked to social and economic inequities, it
is clearly more durable than a fundamentai-
ist campaign. So long as feudal exploitation
continues and the local administration sides
with the affluent landlords in their dispute
with the landless poor, the cause for such
ultra-left extremism will exist. The ongoing
bloody confrontation between the Maoists
and the authorities in Nepal attests to this.

The history of the Naxalite movement is
as gripping as any account of rebellion any-
where else in the world. In the backdrop of a
worsening food crisis and political unrest, a
lean communist activist, still recuperating
from a heart attack in a small town at the Hi-
malayan foothills, came out with a radical
thesis in 1965. That man was Charu
Mazumdar. He drafted the first of his eight
political documents in his Siliguri home on
January 28 that year. The document he
prepared still has its echoes in every act of
daring by the CPI(ML) factions in the tribal
belts of Jharkhand, Bihar, Chattisgarh,
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. The rad-
ical thesis sowed the seeds of a million mu-
tinies and expectedly caused acute unease in

In the remaining three
documents he criticised the established left
for adhering to the path of parliamentary
democracy and participating in the non-
Congress coalition governments in some
states in 1967.

Charu Mazumdar’s call for area-wise
liberation campaign and eliminating “class
enemies” had an adventurous appeal to a
section of the youths and farm workers.
Mazumdar’s close lieutenant Kanu Sanyal
announced at a farm workers’ meeting at
Naxalbari: “From tomorrow we will not
recoghise the big landlords, new boundaries
of land holdings will be drawn with the
mouth of the plough.” Though the uprising
was brutally crushed by the state machinery
with active support from the cadres of the
mainline communist parties, the eight
documents survived as a pointer to an
alternative political route for the future.

More than 35 years after he wrote his first
radical document Mazumdar’s idea of
revolutionary violence, liberated zones and
armed campaign are still being put to
practice by the MCC and PWG activists.
Despite the heavy toll of lives extracted by
this violence and its threat to parliamentary
democracy, we have seen no perceptible
urgency anywhere in the political establish-
ment to understand the cause of this warfare
evolve an effective response. /N
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/People’s War mows down CPM leader

Naxalite murder

challenge

OUR BUREAU M)

July 9: The spectre of a full-
blown confrontation be-
tween the People’s War and
the Bengal government
loomed large tonight after
the Naxalites stuck to an
audacious ultimatum by
gunning down a CPM leader
and his guard.

The murders in Paschim
Midnapore came within 24
hours of the outfit circulating
leaflets warning the govern-

. mentto either free the four per-
| sons arrested in Calcutta last

week for alleged Naxalite links
or risk retaliation.

The CPM state committee
late tonight asked the govern-
ment to step up the campaign
against the outfit, terming it an
“extremist organisation”.

“We are appealing to all dem-
ocratic people and organisa-
tions to counter and isolate the
People’s War. The CPM is all for
safeguarding the democratic
rights of all citizens and politi-
cal parties, But it will not allow
space for violence and terror in
politics,” CPM state committee

member Benoy Kopar sald in
Calcutta.

Ajit Ghosh, secretary of the
CPM'’s Goaltore Anchalik Sami-
ty, and Rajkumar Sardar, his
guard, were attacked this after-
noon near Chotonagdona vil-
Iage, a few km from Goaltore
town. The 48-year-old teacher of
Bulanpur High School was re-
turning home on his two-wheel-
er when the guerrillas waylaid
him and opened fire.

Ghosh's guard — he was re-
cently allotted one after the
Naxalites made four attempts
on his life — returned fire but
could not match up to the flying
bullets. Both died while resi-
dents were ferrying them to a
nearby health centre.

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee said the twin
killings were reprehensible but
his government had decided not
to proscribe the People’s War.
“This is PW for you,” he said at
Writers’ Buildings, “But, we
will not be banning them... it's
not the government’s pohcy”

Bhattacharjee refused to
concede that the Naxalite prob-
lem in Bengal was spinning out

HE TFL EGaRAPM

of control. He said the guerril-
las needed to be curbed in neig-
hbouring states so that his gov-
ernment did not have to grapple
with the spillover effect.

The chief minister said the
Centre was aware of the Nax-
alite menace in Bengal. There
was even a committee compris-
ing representatives of six states
to monitor the problem, he said.

As news of the killings broke,
tension spread in Goaltore po-
lice station area. Angry CPM
supporters demonstrated out-
side the police station, blaming
the police for having failed to
protect the CPM leader. Hun-
dreds blocked the highway. The
CPM has called a 12-hour bandh
in Garbeta block to protest the
killings.

“Police should have been
more cautious and taken ade-
quate steps after the PW-MCC is-
sued an ultimatum yesterday. Be-
sides, the militants have been
targeting Ghosh for the last few
weeks. The miscreants attacked
him at least four times but he
somehow escaped each att-
empt...” a senior CPM leader of
Garbeta said. (See Page 10)
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y 8: The son-in-law of a sen-
ior police officer involved in the
crackdown on the People’s War
threw himself in front of a run-
ning train yesterday, apparently
traumatised by his interroga-
tion on unsubstantiated links
with the Naxalite outfit.

Bengal’s political establish-
ment convulsed after Abhijit

Sinha’s family said shame and
pain caused by mental torture
in police custody drove the 32-
year-old Central excise inspec-
tor to kill himself.

“They (the police) are behi-
nd my innocent husband’s dea-
th,” said his widow, Manasi, the
daughter of Moloy Sinha, depu-
ty superintendent of police (cri-
me), CID. He is in charge of the
crackdown on the People’s War
in Paschim Midnapore.

“My son could not take the
insult and pain,” Abhijit’s fa-
ther, Ashok Sinha, said. “So he
killed himself.”

At Writers’, chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee said
Abhijit did not have any direct
link with the Naxalites. “There
was only a telephone call that
connected him with the investi-
gation. One of his friends (a sus-
pected sympathiser) had used
his telephone... His suicide is
unfortunate,” he said.

Bhattacharjee asked the spe-
cial secretary (home), Arun Mi-
shra, to probe the circumstan-
ces that led to Abhijit’s interro-

et 4

gation. He would also look into
complaints of police excesses
on Abhijit and Kaushik Gangu-
ly, a lecturer, who were picked
up on Thursday for alleged
links with the People’s War.

Abhijit was pulled out of
bed, dragged down the stairs
and taken to Baguiati police sta-
tion, family members said. His
wife contacted her father and
the two rushed to Baguiati to
convince senior officials to re-
lease him on condition that the
police officer would produce his
son-in-law when needed.

On Saturday, Moloy Sinha
.accompanied Abhijit to Midna-
-pore town. He was interrogated

there by officers. The shrill
cries of several other suspects
being grilled in the next room
haunted Abhijit for quite some
time, his family said.

“Abhijit was disturbed,” Mo-
loy Sinha said. “There were sev-
eral calls from Paschim Midna-
pore police. He told me one cal-
ler had rebuked him for keeping
the phone off the hook, which
he had not done.” The officer
said he did not think his son-in-
law was tortured. “But, of
course, he was mentally upset.”

The chief minister made it
clear there would be no let-up in
the raids. “Outfits like the Peo-
ple’s War and the MCC believe
in the politics of murder and
annihilation. Raids will co-
ntinue.” (See Page 10)
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Raids point to People s War activity in urban areas
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Naxalite haven tag on Calcutta”

OURBUREAU {1’

July 8: With the arrest of sever-
al alleged activists of People’s
War from Calcutta last week, po-
lice are a worried lot as they do
not rule out the possibility of
Naxalite activity in urban pock-
ets of the state.

Intelligence sources said
those belonging to the Naxalite
group’s think-tank are mostly
city-bred low-profile profession-
als and government officials.

“We have evidence suggest-
ing that some of the well-placed
people living and working in
areas around Calcutta are PW
ideologues,” said inspector gen-
eral of police, western range,
J.R.Bhagat.

Senior police officials of
Paschim Midnapore said at least
four hardcore PW activists, in-
cluding two doctors and two
more professors, have taken
shelter in Calcutta and that they
would soon be arrested.

Reacting to allegations that
lecturer Kaushik Ganguly was
arrested merely on suspicion,
Bhagat said the police had “thor-
oughly investigated and found
clinching evidence about his in-
volvement with the PW before
picking him up from his Dum
Dum residence”.

“The PW has set up a revolu-
tion corridor from Andhra
Pradesh to Nepal. Its city-based
sympathisers co-ordinate with
their colleagues in Nepal,
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and
Madhya Pradesh. They ex-
change information, collect
funds and arrange for arms and
ammunition,” a senior intelli-
gence branch officer said.

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee said at Writers’
Buildings that it was the policy
of the government to allow polit-
ical parties to carry out their
activities.

“The government believes in
democracy and does not obstruct
parties like the Trinamul Con-
gress, the Congress, the BJP and
even various Naxalite factions to
carry out their activities. But the
declared policy of PW is annihi-
lation and the government will
not allow it,” he added.

Left Front chairman Biman
Bose said thele have been com-
plaints of police excesses on
some of the persons arrested for
suspected PW links and it was
the duty of the government to

Mourning relatives of Abhijit Sinha, who committed suicide after he was interrogated by police on his alleged links with
the People’s War. Picture by Aranya Sen

carry out a thorough probe.

The police have confirmed
that the professor of Rajabazar
Science College, Ganguly, was a
hardcore PW activist, having
links with front-ranking guerril-
las of the Naxalite outfit from
Andhra Pradesh.

“We have enough evidence to
believe that Ganguly has been
working for PW guerrillas for
quite a long time. Besides, we
have received important infor-
mation after interrogating him
on PW activities in the state and
their sources of funding. He has
also confessed to his involve-
ment with the militant group,”
said Bhagat at a press confer-
ence in Paschim Midnapore.

The police official added that
the lecturer belonged to the PW

think-tank and used to prepare
blueprint of operations and
selected persons to carry them
out.

This apart, the officer said
Ganguly’s responsibilities in-
cluded selecting places for shel-
ter, organising arms training
and maintaining contact with
MCC and PW units in Andhra
Pradesh.

Bhagat, however, refused to
disclose the information ob-
tained from Ganguly and three
other arrested persons in the
Saturday midnight swoop, say-
ing the lecturer was given the
charge of “waging war against
the state”.

The police have seized his
cellphone and are verifying
the calls he made and received

in recent times.

Some teachers from Calcutta
University today submitted a let-
ter to the chief minister, de-
manding the immediate release
of Ganguly.

Several college teachers, re-
search scholars and Ganguly’s
students are camping in Midna-
pore town where the lecturer
has been kept in police lock-up.
They protested against the al-
leged torture of Ganguly and
said the police should not misbe-
have with a brilliant scholar and
professor.

An NGO, Liberty for Citizen,
has threatened to move the state
human rights commission
against the alleged torture of
Ganguly in the name of interro-
gation. Ganguly also told the

court that he was severely beat-
en by the police during interro-
gation, showing injury marks on
his body. The court has asked the
police to submit a medical
report.

“Doctors have checked Gan-
guly and a medical report has
been submitted to the court,”
Bhagat said, adding that he
would not comment on the mat-
ter as it is sub-judice.

However, the official said the
police arrested Ganguly not for
being a professor but as a hard-
core PW radical involved in
subversive activities. “The PW is
not banned in Bepgal but if
any of its suppox%e'gs:x isfound in-
volved in any subversive activi-
ties, he should be arrested,”
Bhagat said.




Govt plotting to kill us: Varavara Rao, Gadar

PWG emissaries

‘walk out of talks

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD, July 6. —
PWG emissaries have walk-
ed out of the peace talks with
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to protest against the
latter’s belligerent attitude
and the continuing encoun-
ter killings. They even al-
leged that the government
was planning to kill them.

The outfit is, however, yet to
comment on the development.
(And one of the government
emissaries at the talks, Mr K
Vijayarama Rao, expressed
hope that the dialogue would
continue, PTI adds.)

Six PWG activists had been
killed in three days. One of
them is the outfit’'s North
Telengana special zonal
committee member Padmak-
ka. Varavara Rao and Gadar
today issued a press note
saying: “The encounter kill-
ing of Padmakka, who was
part of the leadership that
began the talks process, ex-
posed the Chandrababu Nai-
du government’s intention to
abandon the talks process.

“The government seems to
be nervous that the PWG
would come for talks, come
what may. It seems the Nai-
du government is caught in
the web of talks and wanted
0o come out, regardless of

‘hatever damage is going to

ippen to its image. It also

cided to regain the initia-

A Statesman file photograph of Gadar & Varavara Rao.

tive through police on-
slaught,” the press note said.

The emissaries alleged that
the government had con-
spired to eliminate them.
“We came to know reliably
that a huge number of sur-
rendered Naxalites were or-
ganised under top police offi-
cers and a plan is being
hatched to eliminate us,
some leaders of other mass
organisations and Shakha-
muri Appa Rao (a Naxalite)
if he comes out for talks.

“As we came to know of this
murderous plan on 1 July, we

"ME STATESMAM
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took it to the notice of the
Committee of Concerned Citi-
zens (instrumental in bringing

both sides to the negotiating '

table). We would like to iterate
that it would be the govern-
ment’s responsibility if this
evil design is implemented.”
Though their role as PWG
emissaries ended on 20 June,
they wished to distance
themselves from the talks
process. They refuted the
government’s argument that
the encounters occurred after
the Naxalites were found ex-
torting money from people. ‘\
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Stanley Theodore in Hyderabad

July 2. — The talks between the PWA
and government appeared to be doo-
med with the killing of four Naxalites,
including a special zonal committee
member, in an encounter at Nerella
village in Karimnagar district.

. A police team en route to Dharma-
puri Mandal was informed that the
PWG’s zonal committce member,
Padmakka, was extorting money in the
village. When police reached the vil-
lage, six militants fired at them and the
latter retaliated. A self-styled section
commander, Sagar, and two body-
guards were also killed in the encoun-
ter which lasted for 30 minutes.

Police have seized an AK-47 rifle,
an SLR, two .303 rifles, PWG litera-
ture and some food from the site.

A PWG statement today said it
would walk out of the talks if the gov-
ernment does not announce a ccasc-

N Chandrababh Naidu: he will have to use
all his guile to resolve the PWG crisis

fire and stop anti-Naxalite operations.

On 20 June, PWG emissary Mr Var-
avara Rao had said the Naxalite lead-
ers would directly participate in the
talks only if there was no loss of life.
Four days later, two Naxalites were
killed in an encounter in Khammam
district. Condemning the encounter,

3

fncougqier cloud on PWG-govt talks

the PWG %gpyesterday warned that if
the government did not “respond
properly” to its stand on encounter
killings the “we would have to're-con-
sider our attitude”. PWG state secre-
tary Mr Ramakrishna also demanded
the government to apologise for the
Khammam encounter.

On the chief minister’s observation
that the law would not allow anyone to
move around with weapons, Mr Rao
said: “We are trying for an under-
standing for a ceasefire and not on the
issue of arms. Holding arms or re-
nouncing arms could be part of the
peace process.”

Asked about the impact of today’s
encounter on talks, the DIG in charge
of Karimnagar and Warangal said:
“The PWG wants every run in the
field while engaging the government
and the media in-talks. They can't ex-
pect us not to do our statutory duties.
We only acted on information ... that

Naxalites were extorting morfy

J
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“Andhra Govt-PWG

Ashok Das k\ %
Hyderabad, June 3

AFTER MORE than three
decades of murder and may-
hem, the Naxalites appear
to be ready for talks with the
State Government though
they are quibbling over
modalities.

Past efforts for talks nev-
er took off, with the People’s
War Group, the principal
Naxalite group, never re-
sponding.

This time around, both
the Government and the
PWG seem to have their own
compulsions in holding
talks. The Government re-
alises that no development
is possible as long as Nax-
alites continue violence.

The PWG 1f some senior po-
lice officers are to be be-
lieved, has suffered serious
setbacks and needs a
breather to rebuild cadres.
The talks have been wel-
comed by all sections of so-
ciety though top echelons of
the police have reserva-
tions: officers stand the risk
of losing perks, privileges
and unbridled power that
went with anti-Naxalite op-
erations. Their argument:
the Naxalites are not sin-
cere and will hit back with
vengeance. .
But Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu is going
ahead. On its part, the PWG
has named revolutionary
writer Varavara Rao and
folksinger Gaddar as its

% 0P o L

lssar s. Rao and Gaddar
said they would set the agen-
da for the next round of
talks in which Naxalite lead-

~ ers will participate. They

said the Naxalites wanted
talks with political repre-
sentatives and not bureau-
crats.

Naidu has not said
who will take part in the
talks but has rejected a
suggestion by the mediators
that the dialogue should
be open to public. The Gov-
ernment is expected to
name its team in a day or
two after consultation with
other parties. The PWG has
set no preconditions but
wants the Government to
create a conducive atmos- |
phere for talks.
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Five Dalits killed in Bihar

Patna, May 8§ . X\(\/ ‘@ a\ '7

BARELY 48 hours after the
killing of six Rajasthani Dalits
in Bhojpur district, five Dalits
were mowed down by the out-
lawed People’s War Group (PWG)
ultras in Patna district of Bihar,
additional director-general of
police Ashish Ranjan Sinha said
today.

Heavily armed PWG men led
by the Jaynandan Yadav faction
swooped on Bhadaura village
late last night and sprayed a hail
of bullets killing five Dalits on
the spot, Sinha said. Old enmity
was described to be the reason
behind the Killing.

Following the killing, an addi-
tional company of Bihar mili-
tary police was despatched to
Masaurhi police station area to
tackle the situation. Senior po-
lice officials were camping at the
spot and a combing operation
was launched to nab the killers.

PWG leader Jaynandan Yadav
along with his six associates
were Killed in an encounter with
the police in extremist-hit Je-
hanabad district last year. De-
spite Jaynandan’s death, his
gang still operates in Patna and
Jehanabad districts.

Meanwhile, seven activists of
the outlawed Ranvir Sena, a mili-
tia of landlords, have been taken
into custody in connection with
the killing of the Rajasthani Dal-
its. Police superintendent Ashok
Verma said that the Sena men,
including its self-styled area
commander, Awadh Bihari
Pande, were arrested during
raids conducted at different
places in the district on Monday
and Tuesday.

He said 18 persons were
named accused in the gruesome
killing and special task force
personnel were engaged in ap-
prehending the killers.

Verma said steps had been
taken to provide adequate secu-
rity to rest of the Rajasthani
labourers working for expansion

..

AP PHOTO

Relatives of the Dalits killed in Masaurhi village, 50 km south of Patna, grieve on Wednesday.

.MGCC ends hlockade with twin blasts

THE THREE-DAY economic blockade in Jharkhand called by the
MCC ended on Wednesday with the ultras blasting rail tracks at
two places. Another constable died of his injuries, pushing up the
toll in yesterday’s landmine blast at Koderma.

.The Naxalites; protesting against Pota, damaged railway tracks
near Karaunda village between Mohammedganj and Kushiara
railway stations in Palamau, a rebel stronghold.

“But the tracks were repaired soon after and are fit for rail
movement,” I-G (Rallways) Niyaz Ahmed said. The ultras also
blasted tracks between Barwadih and Chhipadohar stations on
Garhwa Road-Barkakakana section in Dhanbad division. Train
movement was disrupted in Garhwa, Palamu and Latehar dis-
tricts, Ahmed said. PTI, Ranchi

and modernisation of the Sone
canal in the district. _
Opposition parties, including
BJP, JD-U and Lok Janshakti
party, have taken serious excep-
tion to the killing of Dalits and
demanded immediate resigna-

tion of the Rabri Devi ministry.
“The state administration has
virtually collapsed and crimi-
nals are ruling the roost..If a
government cannot protect the
lives and property of the people,
it has no moral right to continue

B o MR 102

in office”, BJP state spokesman
Kiran Ghai said.

Dalit killed in Kanpur

A 50-year old Dalit, a defence em-
ployee, was killed in a clash in-
volving two groups of the com-
munity in Panki police circle
area near Kanpur on late on
Tuesday night.

The incident took place when
a group of Dalits allegedly got
infuriated for not being invited
by their community members of
Sarai Meeta village for an annu-
al function celebrated in memo-
ry of Dr B R Ambedkar, on Tues-
day. The two groups engaged in
heated arguments before one of
the members opened fire hitting
Gaya Prasad, a defence employ-
ee, who died before being shifted
to hospital. PTI |
/



Surrender in Andhra

Rur?l \Upllft better than symbolic gestu s

rying desperately to get out of his party’s ambivalende on

the Gujarat issue, Chandrababu Naidu had reason tp be
delighted with a moderate success; surrender of 46 Naxalites of
the Janashakti group leader led by Ranadheer who master-
minded the kidnapping of a relative of a Union minister last
October. With this at least one group of extremists known to be
responsible for the killing of scores of civilians and destruction
of property worth crores in the last ten years has been
immobilised in some of the worst affected districts. But the
satisfaction needs to be tempered with the thought that
Naxalites, now most active in Andhra and Bihar, are divided
into factions. In Andhra the biggest faction is the People’s War
Group with whom talks have not even begun. The chief
minister has expressed a desire to respond to the PWG but
there is no let-up in the attacks on political activists and police
stations. Still worse is the climate of terror to which the
administration does not seem to have an effective answer.

It is no secret that the extremist menace is rooted in rural
distress. Years of apathy and neglect by successive governments
have taken a heavy toll, so much so that the local population
seem to derive a sense of protection and confidence from the
presence of Naxalite groups who run a parallel administration.
Naidu’s task is unenviable: he must recover lost ground and

inspire the same degree of confidence in the rural sector as he|

has in the technology-driven urban sector, The recent hike in
power tariffs has come as a blow to farmers and encouraged
Sonia Gandhi to target the agricultural community during her
recent rally at Anantapur, Naidu’s home ground, making full
use of the despair that drove many farmers and handloom
weavers to commit suicide in the last two years. Congress hopes
of a comeback may yet be premature but Naidu has been
delivered a clear warning that he must perform. Gestures like
laying down arms are welcome but not enough. The roots of
despair need to be tackled energetically.
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' Naxals run riot durmg

Jharkhan

MANOJ PRASAD
RANCHI, FEBRUARY 20

AXALITES protgst

ing against POTO yn-

leashed widespread Vi

olence in Bihar and
Jharkhand today, killing at least
four people in two attacks and seri-
ously disrupting road and rail traffic
during a 24-bandh called by the out-
lawed MCC and the PWG.

An armed Naxal squad of 200
sprayed bullets on vehicles near the
Kobri bridge along the Ranchi-
Patna highway in Hazaribagh dis-
trict, killing four people, including
two truck drivers akhalasx, and
injuring six others. In another inci-
dent, one person was shot dead at
Sisai in Gumla district.

Avrail track was bombed and its
sleeper removed last night at Paras-
nath station in Giridih, leading to
derailment of 12 bogies of Hatia-
Patna Express. Naxalites set afire an
empty Tata 407 on the Petarwar-

1)

Gola highway in Bokaro district.
They kidnapped the station man-
ager of Mahadeosal railway station
in West Singhbhum district. He was
subsequently released.

The station master of Hendegiri
near Patratu in Hazaribagh was
baldy assaulted. An engine and a

-Bihar ban

bogie of Barkakana-Mughalsarai
trainwere burnt at the station under
oDhanbad division. The bandh,
called to protest against POTO be-
ing invoked by the state against
Naxals, is the third in past one year.

On the November 26 bandh,
called to protest against the convic-
tion of MCC activists in the Bara
massacre, three truck drivers and a
khalasi were shot dead in Gumla.
Life in MCC heartland, Palamau,
Chatra and Garhwa, remained un-
affected. Earlier reports had said
armed squads of 1,500 had moved
infrom Bihar, West Bengal and MP
to enforce the bandh.

They had taken out torch-light
processions and fired in Bishram-
purand Parasnath onbandheve. In
Ranchi and its adjoining towns of
Jamshedpur, Bokaro and Dhanbad
the life was near normal. A Coal In-
dia spokesperson said production
and loading in ECL, CCL and
BCCL collieries were unaffected
though transportation was hit.

NDIAN EXPREs.
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“ CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 4

THE THREE-DAY central com-
mittee meeting of the CPI(M)
started today at Muzaffar Ahmed
Bhavan, the party headquarters,
in Alimuddin Street.

Special emphasis is being
given to poll prospects in Uttar
.Pradesh. The committee will dis-
cuss threadbare the role of the
People’s Front in uniting the
democratic, secular and progres-
sive forces in the country to end
the rule of the NDA.

Politburo member Sitaram
Yechury said: “We are going to
decide on the future course of
action by the CPI(M) in the coun-
try’s political scenario and also
discuss how to strengthen Left
unity. We are also analysing how
" to strengthen the People’s Front,
which is neither with the BJP, or
with any other force, but is essen-
}Lﬂy pro-people,” he said.

Refusing to accept that the
party was obstructing Chief
Minister Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee from performing freely,
Yechury said: “That’s ridiculous,
why should the party interfere in
the activities of the Chief Minis-
ter. Moreover, Buddha is also a
politburo member of the party so
how can his policies be different
from that of the CPI(M)?”

Jyoti Basu, Bhattacharjee,

Prakash Karat, Anil Biswas,

Biman Bose and other central
committee members including
Nirupam Sen and Somnath Chat-
terjee were present at the meet-
ing, -which was chaired by Jyoti
Basu.

The committee is deliberating
on the present political situation
and the political ramifications of
the NDA Government’s policies
for the country.

The Central Committee would
not only take a strong stand
against the “anti-people and com-
munal” Union Government, it
would also take a hard look at the
Assembly polls in five States next
month.

AW
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Left unity on CPM agenda

v S ¢

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HINDUSTAN TIMES

Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and CPI(M) politburo member
Sitaram Yechury at the party’s central committee meeting on Friday.

Sticking to the earlier stand
that the CPI(M) did not make a
mistake by not joining the Gov-
ernment at the Centre in 1996,
Yechury said the party still held
on to the view that it would only
consider to be a part of the Union
Government when it can imple-
ment its pelicies, and not just
remain a silent spectator of a

coalition.

It was thus wrong to say that it
was a “Himalayan blunder”, as
Basu then said, Yechury added.

On Sunday, after the delibera-
tions, the central committee will
finalise the draft of the CPI(M)’s
17th party congress and the politi-
cal resolution of the congress to
be held in March in Hyderabad.

Trust for prospectus.

Vivekananda International Scheol

Ramkrishna Palli, Village Johlaka,
Dist; Gurgaon Tehsil: Sohna (Haryana

Residential School for Boys run by Vivekananda Trust

Registration Open Between 17th Dec. to 15th Feb. 2002.

First Session from April 2002 - with classes 1V, V, VI - CBSE curricuium
Idyllic set - up Modelled on Ramakrishna Mission School system.
Chief Advisor : Rev. Swami Gokulananda, Secretary - RK
Mission, Delhi. Remit Cash/ DD Rs. 300/~ in favour of Vivekananda

Vivekananda Trust, Ramakrishan Mission, R. K. Mission Ashram Marg,
N.Delhi -110 055 Tel: 367-3023, e-mail: ashram @rkmissiondel.org
Delhi Office: C4/114, SDA, New Delhi-110 016 Tel.: 685-1641
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OINCIDING WITH the Maoist

insurgency in Nepal and a fierce

debate over the Prevention of

Terrorism Ordinance (POTO),
the recent resurgence of naxal ‘revolu-
tionary’ violence in six States has thrown
up several questions. Even though a plan
by the naxalite groups to create a ‘red’
corridor from Andhra Pradesh to Nepal
running through Orissa, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Bihar was revealed in
early 2000 for the flow of arms and coor-
dinated efforts, there is no evidence of
any linkage between the naxal resur-
gence and the current events in Nepal.
The fractious naxalite groups had coor-
dinated their retaliation in early 2000 in
three States against the ‘encounter’
deaths of three of their comrades at the
hands of the Andhra Pradesh police in
December 1999. However, their coordi-
nation in the current incidents is not yet
established.

Predictably, in the first assertion of the
utility of the controversial anti-terror law,
the Centre has banned the Maoist outfits
under POTO. It is a different matter that
earlier bans by some State Governments
under TADA did not deter the naxalites.
Bihar had outlawed these organisations
in 1986, while Andhra Pradesh banned
them twice — from 1992 to 1995 and
again in 1996. The ban orders led to three
problems. First, the police action became
more belligerent, if not brutal. Second,
since the bans were nomenclature-spe-
cific, the organisations changed their
names and continued operations. Final-
ly, the fractious nature of the movement
— there are over two dozen variations of
the CPI(ML) under whose cover the PWG
could operate — made identifying the
banned groups and their cadres difficult.

Obviously, the overstretched police
forces welcome the ban order. It helps
them put some identified activists be-
hind bars without bail and legally protect
themselves in cases of “encounter”
deaths. However, far from solving the
problem, this might create complica-
tions. As in the case of Runu Guha Niyo-
gi, who headed the anti-naxalite cell in
the West Bengal during the 1970s and
was sentenced to an year’s imprison-

Revolution resurgent

By Ajay K. Mehra

ment in 1996 after his retirement. He was
charged with torturing Archana Guha —
a former schoolteacher, suspected of
harbouring naxalites in 1974; she was pa-
ralaysed as a consequence.

It is ironic that what began as a com-
munist-led, marxism-oriented peasant
movement in Telengana in 1944 should
now be perceived as a law and order
problem. The Telengana movement was
the outcome of a strained social fabric

Srikakulam provided active support for
the naxalbari movement. However, the
movement subsequently went through
several splits due to differences on ideol-
ogy, strategy and logistics, till the PWG
founder, K. Seetharamaiah, resuscitated
it by stressing on mass organisation of
peasants and tribals. The movement has
survived violent state repression from
time to time and persisting internal con-
tradictions. Presently there are 18 naxa-

Without economic development, strong-arm tactics
will not succeed against the naxalites even with
the strongest possible anti-terror law.

and an iniquitous political economy, in
which the awesome doras (landlords) ex-
tracted free labour from Harijan men and
humiliated their women. The CPI galvan-
ised ferment among peasants, revolutio-
nising it in 1946. They redistributed
several acres of land seized by the peas-
antry from fleeing landlords. Before the
CPI gave up the movement in 1951 under
Soviet pressure, it had successfully orga-
nised a militia of 10,000 village squad
members and 2,000 guerilla squads. The
‘Spring Thunder’ (peasant revolt) in Nax-
albari, West Bengal, in March 1967, that
gave the Maoist movement in India a
name and identification in perpetuity,
was indeed significant for the unprece-
dented peasant mobilisation. It also
highlighted the intense ideological con-
tradictions within the communist move-
ment.

A salutary effect was that the adminis-
tration was compelled to take up land
reforms which could be tackled “com-
pletely and quickly” and thereby restore
confidence among the panic-stricken
people in the affected areas. Despite in-
herent bureaucratic anomalies in the
process of land reforms and ideological
and strategic contradictions, the naxal-
bari movement had a salutary effect for
the West Bengal peasants, before it was
tamed.

The communists had organised hill
tribals in the late 1950s and early 1960s in
Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh. Naturally,
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lite groups, 54 dalams (forest squads),
1,100 full time underground cadres, well
trained in guerilla warfare, and over
5,000 other militants in Andhra Pradesh.
The precise strength of the naxalite
groups, in other States is not known.

The naxalite movement in the country
has tended to slide downhill ideologically
and in revolutionary fervour after reac-
hing a plateau. It has over the years be-
come party-based, conspiratorial and
violent, relying on terror struck by its
guerilla squads, rather than on peasant
mobilisation. However, the survival of
‘revolutionary’ Marxist-Maoist politics
over half a century since Independence
means the Indian state has left a space
for this brand of politics.

In fact, the “revolutionaries’” have won
goodwill wherever they have maintained
a pro-people image. In Palamau district
of Jharkhand (previously Bihar), for ex-
ample, they run schools and health ser-
vices and reportedly even landlords do
not have complaints against them for,
the State administration has ceased to be
effective in the district.

Unfortunately, the Indian state has
failed to make use of this opening to
tame the naxalite movement. The Centre
has nct taken any step over the years ei-
ther to effect land reforms, which so suc-
cessively neutralised the movement in
West Bengal, or to expedite development
in the areas where underdevelopment
feeds the movement. The Governments

in the affected States have proved com-
pletely incapable of either attending to
the root causes or taking advantage of
the popular ire against the naxalite ter-
ror. The apathy of the Andhra Pradesh
legislators was evident on April 3, 2000,
when very few, particularly from the Op-
position parties, turned up for a discus-
sion on the issue.

In Orissa, where exploited poor tribals
become easy volunteers for the naxalite
movement, the Government has at-
tempted to provide them with employ-
ment, but their recruitment has mostly
been in the armed police. Obviously, the
potential for this short-term strategy to
sustain itself is limited and the belea-
guered State Government has no long-
term strategy for economic upliftment of
the tribals.

The Union Home Secretary, Kamal
Pande, had accused the naxalites of hav-
ing links with Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI). M. K. Narayanan, an
ex-1B chief, in an article (‘Naxal Move-
ment’s Cruel Spring’, The Asian Age, Feb-
ruary 28, 2000) claimed that the naxalites
had a nexus with the Shining Path move-
ment of Peru, with the ULFA, the LTTE as
well as the ISI. If these claims are true,
the naxalite movement has reached a less
principled stage of its development.
However, despite the claims the nation
has not been presented with the evi-
dence of such a decline in the movement.

Recently, V. R. Krishna Iyer, whom the
naxalites would certainly not regard as
inimical to their ideology and cause, ap-
pealed to them to stop mindless vio-
lence. While they should heed his advice
and indulge in a social audit of their
movement without compromising on the
principles they stand for, the same is true
for the Indian state as well. In fact, the
Indian state should take a lead in ap-
proaching the ideologues and leaders of
the movement to help it formulate and
implement land reforms in the affected
areas. It should realise that without eco-
nomic development, strong-arm tactics
will not succeed against the naxalites
even with the strongest possible anti-ter-

ror law.
-
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“CPI(M) cr|t|(:|s s PM’s musings

By Our Specnal Correspondeln

NEW DELHI, JAN. 4. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist) has ob-
served that the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s ‘‘musings”’
did not contain any roadmap on
how he would achieve the “lofty
and laudable objectives” in it.

It also said that by concentrat-
ing solely on cross- border terror-
ism, the Prime Minister had
attempted to divert the country’s
attention away from “‘pressing life
and death issues confronting the
majority of our people,” an edi-
torial in the latest issue of the par-
ty organ, ‘People’s Democracy’,
said.

The scourge of terrorism need-
ed to be urgently eliminated, but
deaths due to starvation or dis-
tress suicides were as important
to prevent as were those due to
terrorist attacks.

The party said that before the
September 11 attacks on the U.S,,
the Government had expressed
“concern” about the plight of the
people and the ‘“health of the

economy Lmal expert com-
mittees were |set up, promises
made to inject{at least Rs. 75,000
crores as public investment to
bolster domestic demand and
generate employment; the scan-
dalously-large foodgrains stock
was to be distributed to the poor
to prevent starvation deaths; and
the peasantry assured protection
from cheap imports through
higher import tariffs. Not only is
there not a single reference to
these issues in these musings,
there is absolute silence on the
fact that to appease foreign cap-
ital, Mr. Vajpayee actually re-
duced import duty on palm oil
during his official visit to Malay-
sia,” the editorial said.

Criticising Mr.  Vajpayee’s
thoughts that he dreamt of India
becoming a ‘prosperous global
power’, the CPI(M) noted that the
Government had no idea of how
to go about the task. “Such sanc-
timonious rhetoric is meant only
for public consumption, not to di-
rect governmental policy, espe-
cially as governmental policies,

on the contrary have been quite ;

the opposite.”

In his musings last year, Mr.
Vajpayee had assured the country
of resolving the Kashmir dispute
with Pakistan, and the Ayodhya

temple conflict which were not |
referred to at all this time. It also |

charged the Prime Minister seek-
ing to use the Ayodhya passions
to bolster the electoral prospects
of the BJP and that in pursuance
of this “it does not matter if unity
of the country is jeopardised; it
does not matter if crores of mi-
norities feel more insecure.”

Maintaining that the Indian
people, had risen as one against
terrorism and would continue to
do so, it warned that “they shall
also rise as one man against your
cynical exploitation and misuse of
their sentiments — religious or
patriotic — for your partisan po-
litical interests. India, of course,
has the potential to emerge as a
“strong and prosperous giobal
power, but this requires a political
leadership vastly different, and
much better.”
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