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“Po ers devolved-

to Ladakh council

lsitatesman News Service
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JAMMU, Dec. 29. — Taking a step towards
meeting regional aspirations, Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed today announced devolu-
tion of powers to Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LAHDC) and said
Kargil too would have a similar body by
June next year.

The LAHDC chief executive councillor
will enjoy the status of a Cabinet minister
and executive counci-
llors will have the status
of deputy ministers in
Leh district, the chief
minister said at a press
conference.

Coming as a New Year
bonanza, the empower-
ment of LAHDC mate-
rialised in less than two
months of the formation
of the new government in
the state. The chief minister described it as
fulfilment of yet another pledge in the com-
mon minimum programime.

He said the empowerment of the council,
which came into being in 1995 and wit-
nessed elections twice since then, had been
a long standing demand of the people of
Leh. “We took the first opportunity after
forming the government to fulfil the pledge
and assured the people of talks to sort out
this issue.” A state government team, head-
ed by finance minister Mr Muzaffar Hus-
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The empowerment of .
Ladakh Autonomous Councii
has come in less than
two months of
the formation of
the new government
in the state

sain Beig, held a series of meetings with the
representatives of Leh, including the chief
executive councillor.

The Mufti said the council would have the
powers to accord administrative approval to
projects worth up to Rs 5 crore without ob-
taining techno-economic feasibility from the
government. Under Section 42(2) of the
LAHDC Act 1997, executive powers shall be
delegated to the council for allotment, occu-
pation and efficient use and management of
land. Various sub-sections of the Act will be
amended to make the
council more effective.
These include vesting of
powers of general super-
intendence and control
over the employees of
the council in the execu-
tive councillors. But, the
superintending engineer
and district development
commissioner will not
come within the purview
of the amendments.

By amending Section 4(2) that deals with
nomination of four members, two meggpers
will be nominated by the government from
religious minorities and women and two by
the chief executive councillor. The Mufti
said the chief executive councillor would
draw salary and enjoy perks equivalent to
that of a Cabinet minister. Executive
councillors will draw salary equivalent to
that of an MLA and councillors will draw a
consolidated salary of Rs 6,000. /
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.~ MUFTI PROMISES SIMILAR BODY FOR KARGIL BY JUNE

" J&K Govt. gives more powers to
o Wakh Hill Development Council

By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU DEC. 29. The coalition Government
in Jammu and Kashmir today announced
devolution of powers to the Ladakh Auton-
omous Hill Development Council (LAHDC)
of Leh district and said that Kargil would
also get a similar council by June.

The decisions to grant powers and to
make changes in the LAHDC Act, 1997 were
taken at a Cabinet meeting here on Sat-
urday. They were announced by the Chief
Minister, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, at a
press conference, where the Deputy Chief
‘| Minister, Mangat Ram Sharma, the LAHDC
‘Chairman, Thupstan Chhewang, the Pan-
ther’s Party chief, Bhim Singh, the People’s
Democratic Forum (PDF) leader, Moham-
mad Yusuf Tarigami, and two Ministers
from Leh and Kargil were present.

The annoyncement, a New Year gift to
 the ﬁeople ot Ladakh region, comes in less
than two months of the formation of the
PDP-led Government in the State.

The Mufti said that yet anosher pledge in
the common minimum programme had
been fulfilled. He said that the LAHDC
Chief Executive Councillor would enjoy the
status and the perks and salary of a Cabinet
Minister and the Executive Councillors of
Deputy Ministers within the Leh district for
protocol purposes. The Executive Council-
lors would be given salary equivalent to that
of an MLA, while the Councillors would get
a salary of Rs. 6,000 per month. The chang-
es in the Act followed discussions between
the LAHDC members and the Finance Min-
ister, Muzaffar Hussain Beig.

The people of Leh have been demanding
the empowerment of the Council, which
came into being in 1995, for long. The Chief
Minister termed it “a major step in satiating
the regional aspirations within the State”.

The LAHDC would have the power to ac-
cord administrative approval without ob-
taining techno-economic feasibility from
the Government for works up to Rs. 5 crore.
Under Section 42 (2) of the LAHDC Act,
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1997, executive powers would be delegated
to the Council for allotment, occupation
and efficient use and management of land.
Sub-sections of the Act would be amended
to make the functioning of the Council
more effective. Section 33 would be amend-
ed to vest the powers of general superin-
tendence and control over the employees of
the Council in the Executive Councillors.
However, the Superintending Engineer and
the District Development Commissioner
would be exceptions to such amendment.
Thanking Mr. Sayeed on behalf of the
people of Leh, Mr. Chewang promised that
Ladakh would soon become a model for the
whole State. “It is a historical decision,
which will go a long way in giving new di-
rections to the State in development and
prosperity, and similar measures for other
regions would help solve the Kashmir prob-
lem.” He said that almost all demands put
forth by the LAHDC hatl been met and that

“it is a good beginning”.
Parties welcome move: Page 11

3 0 0EC



-

“Auamg oyl JO S19GuaW
111 sjuElfid oy]
[SU0D B Sy pasnyal
< AU “YSIu ISP POy
“1op umjo oanby Anwimy oyl
NSIA O} pasn sjuRiiji dyp
‘wedpeq ul 98e[[IA B 1B S1UR)

|Ld — "Ye8m 1Se| 1LsIp Wwebpeg Ut yoeye JUBYiW B Ul Me|-Ul-Iayiej PUB ME|-ul
‘pUBQSNY JaY 1S0] UBWOM 8y ABPUNG UO NWILIBP Ul WndiA AU B O} YFE} IYNJy BGOOqUaN Pue peshes pawweyop Ny

- AQ umop pauuns a1om
Ajlwiey B JO SIdquowl dfewl
sa1y1 ‘W3 Isey CswurjIw
oY1 Ag sonyeInig ur asu e
-npraf rno jutod sis1soeag
SJURIIW 9y} paul-apts &
-pajqnopun Sey JUIWUIIAOS

N

PAFddd 2 Jo sawrod pay
-uauo-3jdoad pue sjjod e}
pue 2213 9y "Juoim st Loyjod
_yos.. v Sumsind st 9y vy
Ans 07 Aropazay], CAdURIIfIL
SPIEMO]) $SIUJOS AUB UMOYS
ou pey yonoj SJupesy,,

jo Loyod sy ur WO o1 1295
SIS1391B1)S  JUOWILLIDAOD)
“Koewordip
[1 YAR1L JO Saulf a4l UO IRALI
-INY 2UL yum SRl [RuLIo)
-u1 jsurege jou sl ‘pres s[eid
~IJJO “I9)STUTW JOIYD Y], ‘Ue)S

-10U101q

-iyed woij duepnd Sunyass
paddois pue  1ajoeIeyd
aaneyuasardar,, si paaoxd
1 SSAuUNn  21eI2WO[3U0d
Ayl ynm ondoprip [RULIOL ®
pjoy 19adu pinom Iy 2yl
pres S[eIJO ‘s1opes] 1Al
-Inyg YIm anSoferp 10011p ©
aaey 0] anua)) oyj ysnd s
Iglswar Jaryo ayj eyl suod
-31 aanemoads Jussiwsi(q
“SY[B} UO 30UBINSSE
§,213U3)) dY3 pajeIaN APJusdal
19)s1uny auig Aindag 1ok
usAs asuodsar ou uaaq sey
2101 I} 0 "sy[v1 20ead 0}
1S2101U1 AUB USYE] JBJ OS JARY
sisijesedos oyy 1ou sdnos3
ueiw 9y} Iaypeu ‘ng
-00} sysneredas oy
0 UOIBJIAUI 3Y} PIpUSIXd OH
‘$Y[e} IO} pIemIOJ SWOd pue
Q0UQOIA UNYS 0} SIUBIHIW
Suidin ‘ueSols 98 10q IyeU
as 1j08,, sig ansind 01 pouy
‘I9ISIUIU dWOY uofuf) Jauw
-10] ® ‘pa2ARS POWIBYOA
g ‘sfiod oy 1oje UaAg
*)ORID 01 INU pIey € SI SJuAU
-odwod Iruysey] 9yl I9A0
Furuurm 1ey] OSI[RII ISISIUTIU
Jonyo oyl opew Sey AJUIelId
1 1nq ‘S}oB [BINIQ UI 35BIID
-ur [enpesd jdeoxe ‘Aouey
- payorq-ueIS{ed JO SAID
-1jod a3 ur 9ueyd o1aens
10 [eOndE} AuR 0) 101BdIpUl
ue 9q jou Aewi I3[ ul s3ul
-[[1 U031 24, — 6T 0

30 DEC 201

THE STATESHAR



6 98ed SMIIA S.ZIeMIIN
‘pres yn oy}
LIUDIBJIP ST SINO INQG STY Yim
peaye o8 01 s1 yoeoidde mayy
‘seapI JO 9M1eq B sl AoBIDOUWSP
pue Iamsue oOU S 13[Nq Yy,
‘sispeIR
-das pue syuel[IW 3yl 01 SUrLIdY
-31 pres ay  ‘paiefliul asey am
ssaooid aoead ayl [1BIGp 0] JUBM
Aoya puy, -eousfoia Jumunpuod
ut ojo1 & 3uiderd a1am sisa19iul
P21SaA 1B} pies ‘1asamoy ‘9H
*SISII0119] PAJUAsal
ABursearour ajdoad ‘auuny awes
911 1® 4NQ USWIOM PUEB UIP[IYD
se yons s1931e3 Jos 1surede 20U
-OIA SBM I} pIes 9y ‘Teak 1Se|
pouad aures oyy o1 pareduiod
S1elS AU} Ul 20ULOIA Ul UoHE|
-B2S9 sem aI1ayl e Suldua
"0S Op
0] pIemIoj dUWIBd OYM dUOAUE 01
el 01 Apeal sem pue andoelp e
0} uado sem JUSUISAOD) Y],
. winds pmoys Aayy
YUyl 10u op [ “Yyrer o1 Ayrunjzod
-do ay} uaard s1 diysiopea| [ed1

_

-njod Aue 1, pres 101SIUTI JO1YD
ay) ‘ueisped MSIA 0) JAsU 10
uoissiuied Jo UonIpuod A 19s
SBY YOIYM ‘90UaIaJU0)) JeALLINH
Aued-y 9yl Sumjoaur ugQ

- uonow ul
198 A[peuwto} si ssad01d a1 90uU0
possnosIp aq [{im 11, pres NN
A ‘syjel 10§ epuade o) up

e

7

" JBY) 10} QA[ONPUO0D
alaydsoune ayl ayew 0} uon
-D91Ip Jel) Ul }I0M O} 313y dIe
am mou, pue A11001d[031 ou sem
21913 Inq 1sed a1} Ul SIAIIBNIUT
poo3 swos jool a2Aedfep 1N
«'Po1®
-nrur 8utdq st ssasoid ondof
-BIp 9y} PUE Iie] puUe 931) dIoM
SuonNoafe (Hurysey pue nuiuwe()
ayl, "Moj pay ay: jo sued
-wel ay} woi} apew oastwoid
s1y 1doy pey ay pies pue Jiw
-yse) uo saAnenmr s 94edfep
ueyaq [e1y ‘ISISTuliy Swilid ayy
pastexd oY ‘sseoord an3orerp
B 91BNIUl 01 913U a3 Sunsanb
-31 IsNEd B YUm PIIeIS ‘308
ul ‘yorygm  ‘owrwrerdord wnw
-TUIW UOUIWIOD S, JUIIUISAOL)
UONI{EOD IUIYSE) PUe NUIUIR{
Y YUm dun) Ul SEM JUIUIDD
-unouue 9y} pres YN YL
"s){[e1 9 UT PIISaIaUT IO
12432801 193 01 — 101BIIIOE] B
SE YI0M OS[E P[NOM JUIUTUIIA0L)
SIH [ 1pupis Snioj umo S Ssey

sy[e1 a2yl 01 Arred e 9q [[Im JudW
-UISA0L) 91¥1S YL, "PauUyop-[[om
s1 9[01 INQ, :ples 9y JUIWUId
-AOD) 91B)S Y] JO IOl Y} UQ
'ssaoo1d ay
9S[19IOUOD 0] dWI) dWOS e}
pInom 11 1ng ,"uoluf) ayj o} UoIs
-$3900F §,9]181S 9Y3 Ul 2A31joq J0U
Op OUm 3SOU] OS[e pue paloaafe
are oym asoyy Juipnpur ‘ord
-0ad ays [e a8e8ua 0) aaey om
SB U00S N0 PIaIoM 3 [[Im SY[el
yons 10§ saniepoul ayJ, :pres
quowddUNOUUR S IUBADY "IN
0] UONOBII ISIY SIY UT ‘TYNIA oY)
‘a1ay npuiy ayJ o) Supjeads
‘paAjoAuf
9( PINOM 00} SUODIIIFS IBY}0 pue
saAneIUasaIdol palosd 19YlQ
‘s[e1 ay} 01 Aured B aq pnom
JUIWUIBA0K) 3)e)S oY) pres Aep
-0) ‘podkes peuIwByON NN
‘TOISIUIN JolyD Imuysey pue
nuwef 3yl ‘syfel Jo 1810 s fuea
-pV )T ‘11sTUlIA suniigd Aindeq
a1 SurwoseM ‘8T "03a ‘NNINVS

I 9] QA wgcmmmawu am se \ \0/\( uepng jeenys Ag

S)e} JO I9J0 SBWOJIOM [YNIA- o>

¢ 3 Otl 1M

TH:= HINDL



" Pan )
J&K govt work

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 28. —
A nine-member coordina-
tion committee to monitor
the functioning of the
PDP-Congress coalition
government in Jammu and
Kashmir was constituted
today. Congress leader Mr
Ghulam Nabi Azad is the
committee chairman.

AICC general secretary
Mr Oscar Fernandes to-
day announced the forma-
tion of the coordination
committee. Earlier in the
day, J&K PCC chief Mr
Ghulam Nabi Azad told
reporters at Baribrahma-
na near Jammu that a co-
ordination committee
would be formed in the
next 48 hours to screen
the functioning of the
J&K government.

In a press release, Mr Fer-
nandes said Mrs Sonia
Gandhi has constituted the

coordination  committee
comprising all state parties.

J&K deputy chief minis-
ter Mr Mangat Ram Shar-
ma and Rajya Sabha MP
Mr Saifuddin Soz are also
in the committee. Ms
Mehbooba Mufti and Ra-
jya Sabha MP Mr Trilok
Singh represent the PDP
in the committee.

The committee also in-
cludes members such as Mr
Bhim Singh of the Pan-
thers Party and Mohd. You-
suf Tarigami, leader of the
People’s Democratic Party.

The committee compri-
ses members from all the
three regions. Besides giv-
ing representation to Jam-
mu and Valley areas in
the committee, it has Rig-
zin Zora, representing the
Leh-UT Front and Haji
Nisar Ali, an Independent
from Kargil.

The committee was a
major bone of contention

TRE STATESMAM
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Ghulam Nabi Azad
ST

as there were several as-
pirants. The decision-
makers have tried to
accommodate people in
such a manner that all po-
litical parties and regions
are covered.

In Jammu, Mr Azad said
the Common Minimum
Programme (CMP) would
include new issues besides

o 4P

ing

the existing ones as the
coalition allies felt more
relevant issues needed to
be incorporated. Current-
ly, the CMP has 30 points
on which the partners
have broad agreement. He
denied reports that a tiff
between the Congress and
the PDP was the reason
behind the delay in Cabi-
net expansion in the state.

K encounters

4 Militants killed: Foreign

militants, including two of
Lashker-e-Taiyaba were

hartoday killed in separate

encounters with security
forces
Kashmir, officials said.
Two militants were killed
in a gunbattle with the
Army and policemen at
Beerwah in Badgam dis-
trict. At Haiderbeig in
Baramulla district, two
Lashkar militants were
killed.

~— - ——
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Dec. 28. — With

. the Centre and the Hurriyat Con-
ference sticking to their stands on
the nature of dialogue to resolve
the Kashmir issue, formal talks
between the two parties appears
to be a distant dream.

The Deputy Prime Minister
said in Jammu on Friday that
the Centre would hold a dia-
logue with “elected representa-
tives and others” to resolve the
J&K problem. The statement is
a reiteration of what the Prime
Minister said from the ramparts
of the Red Fort on 15 August.

There are no additions or dele-
tions in the road map chalked by
the Centre. The government’s
stand is crystal clear. It has kept
its promise by holding free and
fair elections in the state. It has
said it will interact with demo-
cratically elected representa-
tives. It is not averse to talk to
others either.

But it is also firm that unless
the Hurriyat mends its ways
and stops seeking guidance, in

| various forms, from Pakistan,

talks

a distant
dream

!

the Centre will not hold a formal
dialogue with it. The Hurriyat,
on its part, displayed its intran-
sigence by asserting today that
it is ready for a dialogue with
New Delhi if Pakistan too was
involved.

Mr LK Advani's remarks at a
CRPF function today ruled out
that possibility. He warned the
international community on the
shifting of the epicentre of the
Taliban from Afghanistan to
Pakistan. He said Intelligence
agencies had briefed him that
terror camps have started func-
tioning again across.the border
and infiltration has increased.

The Centre has been holding in-
formal interactions with individ-
ual Hurriyat leaders when they
visit Delhi. But that is no indica-
tion that the Centre is taking a
softer line. The “others” (besides
the elected representatives) the
Prime Minister or Deputy Prime
Minister are referring to are
those who are ready to work on a
middle path and do not take an
extreme stand.

®m See HURRIYAT: page 10 .
e

JRRIYAT:

(Continued from page 1)

t extended a golader h
The governmsﬁ)ve its representative character in the

sembly elections.

Hurriyat to

_October As !
S always been of the view !
dicative of their acceptance of the

Hurriyat has alwa}
ing in elections 1s 11
Indian Constitution.

But, with the PDP, a reg]
a sllltlaky Hurriyat is looking for

1den opportunity to the

But the
that participat-

gional party, assuming power,

political space. It not

only feels sidelined but is worried that a popular gov-

r its C
e con, endaﬁgfiyat is left with no other option

cumstances, the H

existence.Under such cir-

but to continue seeking Pakistan’s involvement.

Advani welcomes screening committee

Mr Advani today wel

comed the setting up of a
mittee to screen the release of jailed militants,

com-
PTL

adds. “Before the polls, several parties had promised o

giving gener
activities. Bu
process should be

al amnesty to those arrested

for militant

vetted by a review committee,” he

isi me.
j lists at the CRPF Raising Day program
Fo’}‘(}llgaoggfcli%cation of the committee was issued by the

state government on

|

|

|

t the Centre made it clear that such a \
§
|

Thursday. The panel is headed by

the chief secretary with the DGP and ADG (CID) as its

member. The

head of the Intelligence

Centre’s nominee on

the panel is the
Bureau in the state.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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ADVANI REVIEWSLSE@URITY SITUATION

« ‘Talks soon with elected g,
representatives, others in J&K’

By Shujaat Bukhari ./V

JAMMU, DEC. 27. The two-month old People’s
Democratic Party-led coalition received a
shot in the arm when the Deputy Prime
Minister, L. K. Advani, today announced
that the Centre would soon hold a dialogue
with the “elected representatives and oth-
ers” to resolve the crisis in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Though the restoration of peace would
depend on Pakistan’s attitude towards mil-
itancy, interaction between the Centre and
the State Government was necessary to deal
with the security situation, Mr. Advani told
presspersons at the end of his one-day visit
to Jammu.

After reviewing the security situation at
the Unified Headquarters here, along with
the Defence Mjnister, George Fernandes,
Mr. Advani said that from the third week of
November militangy had escalated and that
the militants “have resorted to more dem-
onstrative and focussed actions.”

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, who was pre-
sent at the press conference, was visibly
happy when Mr. Advani said the Centre
would soon start a dialogue with the “elect-
ed representatives and others.” Talks would
also be held simultaneously with those who
did not participate in the Assembly elec-
tions or had not been elected. “Those who
have not participated in the elections, if
they want to discuss with us the issues con-
cerning the State... they are welcome” he
said.

At the review meeting, all the issues had
been discussed during the presentation by
Mr. Sayeed, the Army, the para-military
forces, and intelligence agencies. Mr. Ad-
vani acknowledged Mr. Sayeed'’s view that
the people of Kashmir had voted for peace
in the Assembly elections, giving “a new
opportunity to restore peace.”

“But as far as the restoration of peace is
concerned it does not entirely depend on
the Centre or the State Governments but
also on the intentions and attitude of Pakis-

an.” Without directly referring to the dif-
;ferences between the Centre and the State

/ Government on the release of militants, Mr.

Advani called for a close coordination

among various agencies and said that “in all

matters impinging on security, there has be
“a cunisril inferaction between die- State
and the Central Governments and the secu-

Seethiai us we extracted peacelin Sy o
_ wars, we are able to extricate peace from

The Deputy Prlm llter, L.K. Advani, at ess conference in mu on Fay
The Defence Minister, George Fernandes (left), and the Jammu and Kashmir Chlef
Minister, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, look on. — AFP

rity forces stationed here.” (Sources said
that during the meeting, Mr. Advani ex-
pressed satisfaction over the State Govern-
ment’s decision to set up a screening
committee for the release of prisoners and
said he had gone through the notification.
But he stressed on the need to take the Ar-
my into confidence at various levels).

Accusing Pakistan of continuing to sup-
port militants, Mr. Advani said that infil-
tration had increased from across the Line
of Control. The number of foreign militants
coming over to this side had also increased.
“They now constitute three-fourths of the
number of militants,” he said adding that
the training camps across the border which
had been closed down due to international
pressure had been revived.

On resuming a dialogue with Pakistan,
Mr. Advani said the situation needed to be

dealt with on its own. “Dialogue is of no use .

as we made earnest and sincere attempts

two years ago at the level of the Prime Min--

ister and nothmg came out of them.”
However, “it is our country’s resolve to

.-'
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this proxy war also.” The elections to the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly had been
appreciated the world over as the people
reposed faith in the Indian democratic sys-
tem in spite of “instigation” from across the
border not to participate in the elections.

The review meeting was attended by the
Deputy Chief Minister, Mangat Ram Shar-
ma, Commanders of the 15 and 16 Corps of
Army, Lt. Gen. V. G. Patankar and Lt. Gen.
T. P. S. Brar, the State Chief Secretary, Sud-
hir Beloeria, the Special Secretary in the
Union Home Ministry, Ashok Bhandari, the
Director-General of Police, A. K. Suri, and
heads of the para-military forces and in-
telligence agencies. Earlier, Mr. Advani had
a one-to-one meeting with Mr. Sayeed at -
his residence and was later joined by the
Governor, G. C. Saxena, and Mr. Fernandes.

Luv Purl reports:

Earlier in the day, Mr. Advani dedicated
to the natiop the new terminal building
complex at the Civil Enclave, Jammu Air-
port Mr. Sayeed, gllfn Umon Minister of Civ-

18 pEL 202
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)/By hujaat Bukhari
JAMMU, DEC. 22. In yet another
gruesome act, militants killed
three children at a village in
Poonch district and in an en-
counter that followed, two of
the assailants were gunned
down.

Heavily armed militants
barged into the house of Mun-
shi Khan in Samoot village of
Surankot in Poonch district last
night and opened fire, killing his
sons, four-year-old Irfan Hus-
sian, Asim Mohammed, aged
six, and 12-year-old Nazarat.

Mr. Khan and another wom-
an were injured in the firing.
The militants also entered the
house of another resident, Haji
Abdullah, in the locality, but no
loss of life was reported.

Police sources said the same
group had first attacked the Su-
rankot police station with gre-
nades and rockets last night and
after police engaged them in a
gun battle for hours, they escap-
ed under the cover of darkness
and moved towards Samoot vil-
lage, where they targeted the
family of Munshi Khan.

The Jammu IGP, P.L. Gupta,
said the security forces had
launched a search operation

wH= HINDUL
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and in a fierce battle between
the security forces and the mil-
itants at Malhan area, five of
them were killed. Police said
preliminary investigation re-
vealed that the slain men be-
longed to the Lashkar-e-Taiba.

This is the third incident of
innocent civilians being target-
ed by militants during the last
three days. On Thursday, three
girls were killed in Rajouri, and
on Friday night, four of a family

Another Hurriyat leade

ilitants gun Jown
+three children in J&K

were killed in a village near
Sopore.

PTI reports:

A powerful blast brought
down a microwave tower and
damaged a telephone exchange
building in Baramulla district in
north Kashmir late last night.
Militants had planted an IED
under the microwave tower at
Wagoora village and the explo-
sion caused extensive damage
to the tower and the building.

r released

By Our Special Correspondent

JAMMU, DEC. 22, After a break, due to criticism over the release of

political detenus,

the Jammu and Kashmir Government has re-

sumed the process and released the senior leader of the All Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) and general secretary of the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front JKLF), Bashir Ahmed Bhat, today.
The Hurriyat spokesman, Abdur Rashid Sheikh, also under deten-
tion is likely to be released in a couple of days.

Confirming the release, a Hurriyat spokesman said Mr. Bhat was
arrested by the authorities on January 13 this year under the Public
Safety Act (PSA) and released from the Joint Interrogation Centre
(JIC) in Srinagar. He had spent most of his detention period in the

Kot-Balwal jail in Jammu from where he,

along with Mr. Sheikh,

was released on November 13, following court orders, after expiry
of their term under the PSA. But, both were arrested again and
lodged in the Talab Tilloo police station here. Mr. Bhat's release
follows the freeing of the JKLF chairman, Yaseen Malik, and others.

Bulk of troop
withdrawal over

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 22. Most of the
million Indian and Pakistani
troops have gone back to their
peace stations exactly a year af-
ter they were mobilised in an
eyeball-to-eyeball posture for
10 months, said senior Army of-
ficers here.

But several thousand men
have stayed back to painstak-
ingly locate and neutralise the
tens of thousands of mines
planted by both sides to halt the
advance of the other side’s ar-
mour in the event of a war.
These left-behind troops, say
officers, are likely to stay in their
positions till early summer.

At least 70 to 80 per cent of
the soldiers have already been
withdrawn from the interna-
tional border, confirm officers.
Heavier equipment, including
tanks and artillery guns, were
the first to be hauled back to
peace-time locations.

The three Indian strike corps

'as well as formations culled

from the eastern theatre began
moving back soon after “re-de-
ployment” was announced. Pa-
kistan had started the process of

sending its soldiers on annual
leave much earlier. Two of the
strike corps — Army Reserve
North and Army Reserve South
— which had moved from their
bases in Mangla/Kharian and
Multan areas, ostensibly for ex-
ercises soon after September 11,
began returning in “penny
packets” even before New Delhi
announced the withdrawal. The
declaration hastened the proc-
ess with the Rawalpindi-based
strike corps also joining in the
withdrawal. The Indian infantry
has a'so withdrawn by “reverse
leapfrogging”’.

However, at least one compa-

ny, which was guarding posi-
tions behind minefields, is now
busy clearing mines. The odds
are stacked against the soldiers
as they go about digging mines.
Techniques are primitive, many
mines may have moved after re-
maining underground for sever-
al months and markers have
vanished because of vegetation.
However, the soldiers, usually
engineers attached to battal-
ions, are generally the ones who
laid them. They have main-
tained detailed maps with coor-
dinates of the mines.
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- PDP

By Shujaat Bukhari

| JAMMU, DEC. 20. The one-and-a-
half-month-old coalition Gov-
ernment in Jammu and Kash-
mir suffered a setback today
when militants shot dead the
People’s Democratic Party
Member of the Legislative As-
sembly, Abdul Aziz Mir, in Pam-
pore town of south Kashmir.

Police sources said that un-
known militants fired upon the
50-year-old Mir around 2.45
p.m. when he was coming out of
a mosque in his native village of
Konibal . “The militants used a
silencer-fitted pistol and shot
him from behind and the bullet
pierced his heart,” said a senior
police officer. The Mir's two
personal  security  officers
opened retaliatory fire but the
militants escaped. The Mir was
rushed to the Sri Maharaja Hari
Singh Hospital in Srinagar,
where the doctors declared him
brought dead. He leaves four
" daughters and three sons be-
sides the wife. The Save Kash-
mir Movement, a lesser-known
militant outfit, has claimed re-
sponsibility for the killing. Its
spokesman, Sheikh Tajamul,
rang up a local news agency,
CNS, in Srinagar and said: “All
those who safeguard Indian in-
terests in Kashmir shall have to
meet the same fate.”

Elected to the Assembly for
the first time, the Mir was a
prominent social worker in the
area and had been associated
with the National Conference
for a long time. However, when
the party denied him the ticket
in the last Assembly elections,
he joined the PDP and success-
fully contested.

The Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, who left
for New Delhi today expressed
shock and saidit was part of mil-
itant attempts to derail the
peace process. ‘It has become
clear how challenging the situa-
tion is turning in the State,” he
told The Hindu, reiterating his

Government’s resolve to restore
peace and formality in the

M shot dead.

The body of the PDP MLA, Abdul Aziz Mir, who was shot
dead by militants on Friday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

State. The CPI(M) MLA and suf Tarigami, has also
leader of the People’s Demo- condemned the killing of the
cratic Forum, Mohammad Yu- Mir.

Three girls killed

By Luv Puri

JAMMU, DEC. 20. In a terrorist act, an unidentified group of mil-
itants shot dead three girl students in Rajouri district of Jammu
region late on Thursday night. Police denied an agency report
that the killings were linked to the alleged campaign by militants
to enforce the veil (burqa) for Muslim women.

The Senior Superintendent of Police, Prithvi Raj Minhas, told
The Hindu that militants swooped on the house of Mohammad
Sadiq in Hasyote village of Thannamandi area and shot dead his
daughter, Noureen Kousar. Then they barged into the house of
Khalil Ahmad in the same village and kidnapped her daughter
Tahir Parveen (18), a 12th Class student, and later beheaded her.
Continuing their killing spree, they entered the house of Mo-
hammad Rafiq and shot dead his daughter, Shehnaz Akhtar.

Police said the killings were apparently due to the suspicion
among the militants that the three girls were police informants.

On Monday, police had seized some posters signed in Urdu by
a little known group — Lashkar Jabbar — pasted on the walls of
two senior secondary schools in Rajouri town and neighbouring
villages threatening girls to wear “burqa” or face the
consequences.

The Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, said the entire
civilised society would condemn such inhuman acts.
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“MUFTI BOWS TO CONGRESS, CENTRE

Ultras to be freed
after screenmg

. Lfl l
Kavsta Suri in Jammu _

Dec. 5. — Under pressure from coalition partner Con-
gress and the Centre, the PDP-led Jammu and Kashmir
government has agreed to release militants only after a
* scieening committee examines the cases first. The five-
member committee — including a Central nominee —
will reportedly be headed by Mr SD Singh, finance
commissioner, home, J&K. The Central nominee is
likely to be a senior Intelligence Bureau official.
The other three screening committee .members are

likely to be J&K DGP Mr AK Suri, additional DG,

_state CID, Mr Kuldeep Khoda and ADG (prisons) Mr
SS Ali, sources said. Formal orders for the constitution
~ of the panel are expected after the 1d holidays.

The decision to set up the committee was taken af-

ter the PDP and the Congress wer¢ criticised by the

. BJP and the Centre had a spat with the Congress.

Mr LK Advani had categorically said the Centre was
not taken into confidence on the release of militants
and the state hadn’t even considered the suggestion to
set up a screening committee. The Congress had pub-
licly taken issue with the home ministry but it had pri-

. vately told the PDP that “caution” must be exercised.
Though the screening committee would be constitu-

ted, it will not be an impediment in the release’of a

number of detainees.whose prison terms under the

Public Safety Act (PSA) are to expire shortly, officials

said. Butno ¢ major” or high-profile releases are likely
till polling day in Gu]arat (12 December) where the
BJP hias exploited the issue in its campaign.

A senior official said the release of militants wouchg— '

gin after the: polls and a list of detainees to be released,
to,be cleared by the committee, has been prepared.

The first batches of militants released became a con-
troversial issue with an upsurge in militancy in the
state, especially the attack on the Raghunath temple.

Mufti Mohammed Sayeed has said his government
would not renege on the promise of releasing political
prisoners despite the decision to set up a screening
committee.

State Congress chief Ghulam Nabi -Azad had’said

the state should free militants only after clearance by a’
screening committee so that the BJP cannot level “soft -

~on terror” allegations against his party.

TME-STATESMAL

b I |
Ex-minister”

‘brother
“shot dead

Statesman News Service

. the spot, police said. A contral

in the early 1990s and had sur-
.rendered to the‘authseri :

JAMMU, Dec. 5. — Ghulam

Mohiuddin Lone, brother ‘of
slain J&K law minister-Mush-

- taq Ahmed Lone, was today

shot dead by militants’in Kup-
wara district, even as the house
of the lone woman minister in
the NC government, Ms Sakina
Itoo came -under: terrotist at-
tack for the sixth time since the
election process had started in
the state in early September,
Unidentified '+ - militapts
barged into Ghulam Lone’s

 house in Lolab at 4.30 p.m., and

sprayed. bullets, killing him

tor by profession, Mohiuddin
was a top militant in the district

militant outfit has amd re- ,
sponaibility for the killing.
Terrotists lobbed a grenade

;ém Ms Htoo house on Wednes-

day ‘evening — the second at-
tack in four days. She was'not

inside then. A CRPF jawan

was injured.

Nine persons, including a
CRPF jawan, were m;ured
militants hurled a |
t a busy market in | 1—
wama t!ns afternoon. )

/
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ﬁqft spohc{yvb;omerangs

Correctlve action i necessar;) and |21 erative

midst the din of accusations and attribution of motives
etween the Mufti government in J&K and the Central
government on the one hand and the Mufti and his partner
the Congress party in the coalition government in Srinagar
on the other, over the reckless release of dreaded terrorists
from custody, the casualty is the public interest. The Deputy
Prime Minister and Home Minister, LK Advani is quite right
when he takes the position that any informal chats that may
have been taken with Central government officials stationed
in the state capital do not and cannot amount to consulting
the Union government. Government to government
consultations have a set format and cannot be substituted fo;
any informal discussions. Therefore what the individua
officials may or may not have told Mufti’s government i
irrelevant and does not help. The Mufti is after nothing les
than to usurp the ground occupied by the Hurriyat, he is fre:
to try but then he cannot blame anyone else, includin;
Central intelligence officers if things do not turn out a
he had planned. He certainly cannot plead that hi
government had consulted the Union Home Ministr
before proceeding to create an impression of a sof
approach, as an instrument of policy and which ha:
boomeranged so badly.

The Congress party are on the horns of a dilemma but it i
entirely of their own making. Their spokesman relies on the
common programme decided upon when they agreed to
make Mufti the chief minister. If the programme provides
for the indiscriminate release of known terrorists then they
must lie on the bed that they have made for themselves and
cannot take refuge in spurious consultations with unknown
officers who happen to be stationed in Srinagar. All else is
posturing and an attempt to blame the Central government
in a desperate bid to escape the consequences of their ill-
considered alliance. They should have read the Mulfti better.
And they should have remembered all the fuss he had made
when his elder daughter Rubaina was kidnapped by militants
and how to placate him, the country had released dreaded
terrorists. This is not to withhold sympathy from a father’s
worries over the safety of his daughter, but it is certainly to
suggest that the Mufti can be pressurized and this is a
dangerous quality in someone who presumes to lead the
government of a troubled state.

The Mufti is nothing if not ambitious. But ambition should
be made of sterner stuff; obduracy and greed are no
substitute for statesmanship. At the risk of repetition, the
Congress party must exert themselves from within the
coalition to bring the Mufti back to an upright position from
his ill-disguised posture of placating militants in the hope,
the vain hope, that they will hail him as a saviour and desert
the Hurriyat in droves. His experience with Yasin Malik
should have taught him to be more realistic; however it is
doubtful if it has had any effect except to convince him that
he was right all along — against the evidence.

Having left the Congress party to stew in its own juice, the
Union government must not look the other way while the
Mufti and Sonia Gandhi place party interests above the
country’s security needs. The Constitution gives the Union
government a role vis-a-vis the state government when the
security of the country is threatened. They must play that

role. .
/
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RELEASE OF PRISONERS 4 ¢,

) AR

Total understandmg

¥\o\

\ By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, NOV. 27. Despite repeat-
ed provocation from the BJP
members in the Assembly, the
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
today avoided a confrontation
with the Central Government
on the issue of prisoners’ re-
lease and said “we have com-
plete understanding on how to
deal with the situation”.

He announced that a House
Committee would be formied to
negotiate with the Centre on re-
solving the crisis in the State.

Winding up the debate on the
Governor'’s address, Mr. Sayeed
in his 75-minute speech de-
tailed his Government’s road-
map and without referring to
the release of prisoners said:
“The Prime Minister and the
Deputy Prime Minister realise
the ground situation and we
have complete understanding
on how to deal with the
situation”’.

(Later when contacted by The
Hindu, he refused to make a di-
rect comment on the prisoners’
issue.)

The Mufti said that in the
past the Centre had sent its
Home Secretary to talk to mil-
itants and the Prime Minister
had announced a unilateral
ceasefire and appointed K.C.
Pant as emissary to talk to the
separatists. These were good
gestures but now when ‘“we are
taking some steps there is
criticism”.

Citing examples, he said the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference
leaders, Syed Ali Geelani, the
late Abdul Gani Lone and
Sheikh Aziz were released in the
past and when Yasin Malik was
arrested under POTA the court
granted him bail.

The Mufti made it clear that
the Assembly had a representa-
tive character and it could not
be ignored. The Centre should
first talk to the elected represen-
tatives of the people. ‘“The
House should be taken into
confidence first.”

Reacting to the queries of Na-
tional Conference members

why the issue of autonomy did
not find a mention in the Gover-
nor’s address, he asserted that
the Centre should first initiate a
result-oriented dialogue and
“we should not take the bull by
the horns”.

However, he suggested that a
House Committee be formed to
talk to the Centre on all the is-
sues pertaining to political
problems in the State.

“We will persuade the GOI
(Government of India) to initi-
ate talks and the appeal will go
from here (Assembly)”.

“When Sheikh Abdullah en-
tered into an accord with Indira
Gandhi, did he talk about au-
tonomy or the issues you have
raised” he asked the NC mem-
ber.

The Mufti said the Centre
should not indulge in double
standards — talk to the NSCN
but not to the militants here.
“We are here to make the atmo-
sphere conducive,” he de-
clared.

Reiterating his Government’s
Common  Minimum  Pro-
gramme, the Chief Minister

said: “We cannot negate the
verdict of the people and resto-

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, during the discussion on the Governor's address in
the Assembly on Wednesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

-

with Centre: Mufti

ration of peace with dignity is
our pledge... It is an act of faith.
We are aware of our responsib-
ilities and are concerned about
the security situation.”

At the same time, the killing
of people by militants was a
matter of concern. Militants
wanted to derail the peace proc-
ess but “we will not allow that
and I have given a specific di-
rection to the security forces to
deal with the militants but at
the same time human rights vi-
olations against innocents will
not be tolerated. I once again
ask those holding the gun to
drop it as violence is not going
to solve any problem.

The Mufti said he was aware
of these challenges and ““we can
overcome them only when we
go together”.

He lauded the Congress, the
Panther’s Party, the CPI(M) and
the Independents for their con-
tribution to the formulation of
the CMP. His Government '
committed to the policy of giv-
ing a healing touch as without
this “we cannot win the hearts
and minds of the people”.

Will the blame game
end?: Page 11
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SENIOR IB OFFICERS WERE CONSULTED: CONGRES§//

‘)&K Govt. was cautioned

against r

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, NOV. 26. The Congress
and the BJP continued to swipe
at each other on the issue of re-
lease of detenus in Jammu and
Kashmir.,

The Congress once again as-
serted today that the State Gov-
ernment had consulted the
Central intelligence agencies
before releasing the detainess.
But the BJP maintained that it
had not done so. )

Addressing a BJP parliamen-
tary meeting, chaired by the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, said the Jammu
and Kashmir Government had
not sought any advice from the
Centre on its decision to release
the militants.

“There was no consultation
with the Central Government
and we had no knowledge
about the release of the mili-
tants. There is no truth in it that
any kind of clearance was taken
from the Centre,” Mr. Advani
said.

Refuting the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi’s claim that
J&K Government had obtained
clearance from the Central in-
telligence agencies before free-
ing the jailed militants in the
State, Mr. Advani termed it as

A “baseless” and maintained that
' the Centre was not consulted.

Ho-1

Briefing reporters after the
meeting, the party spokesman,
Vijay Kumar Malhotra, said that
Mr. Advani told the members
that an official letter by the
Union Home Secretary to the
J&K Government had “cau-
tioned” against the release of
dreaded militants. He said the
Home Secretary’s letter about a
week ago had advised the State
Government “not to hurry” with
such a crucial decision.

Mr. Malhotra said the Deputy
Prime Minister had even publi-
cly offered a suggestion of set-
ting up a screening committee
to look into the cases before de-
ciding upon the release of the
jailed militants but the State
Government went ahead with it.
He said Mr. Advani had told the
members that any kind of com-
munication between the Gov-
ernment and the Intelligence
agency should not be made
public.

“It seems that the Congress-
People’s Democratic Party alli-
ance has made some election
promises and appears to bein a
hurry to fulfil them. It would on-
ly lead to heightened tension. It
is time the State Government
took steps to curb terrorism,” he
said.

Mr. Mathotra said that some
of the members demanded
tougher action against Pakistan
to crush cross-border terrorism.

He also objected to the Con-
gress president’s reported com-
ments in Jammu on Monday
wherein she had rebuffed those
who suggested that the Con-
gress was going soft on tackling
terrorism. “Her remarks show a
sign of immaturity,” he added.

The Congress spokesperson,
Jaipal Reddy, today said the J&K
Chief Minister, Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed, had met the Spe-
cial Director, Intelligence
Bureau, K. M. Singh, on Novem-
ber 7 regarding the release of
the militants.

Conscious of the BJP’s at-
tempts to cash in on the issue in
the coming Gujarat elections,
the Congress revealed details of
the interaction with the Central
agencies. “Senior IB officers, in-

elease 'of militants’

cluding members of the Unified
Command, were consulted,”
Mr. Reddy told newspersons.

The restraint shown by both
the sides during Monday’s de-
bate on the Raghunath temple
killings appeared to have dissi-
pated today as both sides went
for the jugular. The Congress la-
belled the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Home Minister,
LKAdvani, “an incorrigible
communal propagandist” who
was more interested in scoring
points in the context of the Guj-
arat polls.

Defending the State Govern-
ment’s decision, Mr. Reddy said .
that none of the released per- ;
sons was involved in any overt
terrorist activity. Yasin Malik
had, in fact, been released six
times, and the BJP Government
had in the past facilitated the|
release of Abdul Gani Bhat an
others.

PTI reports:

The Congress was consider-
ing moving a privilege motion
against Mr. Advani in the Lok
Sabha for “misleading the
House on release of militants”
as the verbal war between the
main opposition and the ruling
party today reached a new high.

“We are examining the possi-
bility of moving a privilege mo-
tion against Mr. Advani for
attempting to mislead the
House,” Mr. Reddy said.

RF HINDD
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Advani misled Parliament: Azad’

By Luv Puri

JAMMU, NoV. 26. The J&K Pra-
desh Congress chief, Ghulam
Nabi Azad, today accused the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, of ‘misleading’ Parliament
when he said that the Central
Government had written to the
Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment against “acting in haste”
while releasing the militants.

In an impromptu debate in
Parliament on Monday, Mr. Ad-
vani, also the Union Home
Minister, said the State Govern-
ment had not consulted the
Centre before releasing the mil-
itants and called it a State Gov-
ernment decision. Also, the
Centre had written to the State
Government  cautioning it
against ‘acting in haste’ and
that it would be better if the
Centre was consulted on such
issues.

Talking to The Hindu here to-
day, Mr. Azad said Mr. Advani
had “totally misled” Parliament
and also the entire country by
claiming that his department
had written to the State Govern-
ment. “I would like to ask the

. Deputy Prime Minister when he
sent the letter and to whom,” he
asked.

Asking the Centre not to
make the fight against terror a
mere issue of political blame
game, Mr. Azad said the fight
against terror could succeed
only if the State as well as the
Centre coordinated efforts and
avoided uttering words which
went against national interests.
He said the statements of BJP
functionaries criticising the
Congress  president, Sonia
Gandhi, on the terrorist attack
in Jammu was most
unfortunate.
“I am sorry that such a hu-

man tragedy is being seen with
a political motive and hope
these things will be avoided in
the future.”

The Congress wanted politi-
cal unity as far as the fight
against terror was concerned
and it believed that every politi-
cal setup should get together on
thwarting  such terrorists
attacks.

Blaming Pakistan for trying to
create disaffection among com-
munities, Mr. Azad praised the
people of Jammu for maintain-
ing communal harmony.

They had suffered a lot in the
last one decade and yet were
never provoked by such hei-
nous crimes.

The Congress leader said the
police force should not be dis-
couraged.

“We should not try to blame
the police for what has hap-
pened. They are working in a
hostile environment and we
have to understand that we are
helpless vis-a-vis ‘fidayeen’ (su-
icide) attacks as every country
in the world is. But the Con-
gress-PDP State Government
had taken the attack seriously
and initiated adequate preven-
tive steps.”

See also Pa%‘

-
Probe into charges
against 3 judges
By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 26, The Chief
Justice of India, G.B. Pattanaik,
has appointed a three-member
committee of senior judges to
probe the alleged involvement
of three judges of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court in the
Punjab Service Commission
scam. The committee, compris-
ing the Chief Justice of the And-
hra Pradesh High Court, A.R.
Lakshmanan, the Chief Justice
of the Madras High Court, Sub-
hashan Reddy, and Justice Jha
of the Allahabad High Court,
has been asked to expedite the
inquiry. Mr. Justice Pattanaik’s
response to appoint a commit-
tee is a sequel to the anguish
expressed by him soon after he
took over as the CJI over corrup-
tion in certain quarters of the
judiciary. The committee has
been asked to study the report
submitted by the former Chief
Justice of the High Court, Sa-
harya, submitted to the then
Chief Justice, B.N. Kirpal, to find
out the veracity or otherwise of
the allegations against the three
judges — Justice Amarbir Singh,
Justice M.L. Singhal and Justice
Mehtab Singh Gill.

Details on Page 11
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2002

SUBVERSIVE DESIGNS _ ;¢ (.

““FHE FIDAYEEN MILITANT attacks on two plac-
es of worship on Sunday in Jammu — the famed
Raghunath temple, which had suffered a similar
assault earlier this year, and another shrine
nearby — condemnable as they are in the stron-
gest of terms, for their barbarism and heinous-
ness, are clearly a part of the foreign-backed
subversive elements’ sinister design to damage
the credibility of the new Mufti Mohammed Say-
eed-headed coalition Government: in Jammu
and Kashmir. In fact, their ‘campaign’ in the
form of escalated violence had started a few days
earlier — to be precise, on the day after the first
sitting of the new Assembly — when suspected
Lashkar-e-Taiba cadres broke into a CRPF camp
in Srinagar, and there has been no let up since
then. What marks out the latest Jammu episodes
from the other major attacks — and-therefore
makes them all the more reprehensible — is that
their chosen targets are temples and the devo-
tees visiting them, not security personnel or oth-
er symbols of governmental authority. But then,
picking on places of worship, which by their very
mature qualify as ‘soft targets’, has been a pre-
ferred strategy particularly of the jehadi terrorist
groups in recent times because of its potential to
trigger a communal backlash and thereby serve
their diabolical ends, and this trend would seem
to have been reinforced by the sort of aggressive
majoritarian thrust (typified by the Muslims-tar-
geted post-Godhra pogrom in Gujarat) that con-
tributed to the vitiation of the communal milieu
in general. '

Disturbing as the recent spurt in militant ac-
tivity certainly is, it is imperative that the Gov-
ernment should spare no effort in heightening
the vigil and beefing up the security system,
both its operational and intelligence gathering
components. In this, the State administration
undoubtedly needs unstinting cooperation and
critical support from the Centre in every respect.
On the wider political and administrative
planes, the Mufti Mohammad Sayeed regime
has, in a manner truly reflective of its sensitivity
to the innate feelings of Kashmiris, come up

- with some commendable initiatives in the few
weeks it has tzeen in office. For instatice, the

release of political prisoners who had been in
prolonged detention for no valid reason, the de-
cision to ‘assimilate’ the discredited Special Op-
erations Group into the regular police force and
the move to rehabilitate the families of the vic-
tims of militancy, not to speak of the Bill seeking
to set up an institutional mechanism to ensure
the “accountability” of public functionaries from
the Chief Minister downwards. Add to these, the
new Government’s democratic legitimacy ac-
quired through an universally acclaimed and
transparent electoral process and also its com-
mitment to strive for an inclusive ‘dialogue’
aimed at finding a political solution to the Kash-
mir imbroglio, the ‘compulsions’ of the terrorist
elements to frustrate its purposeful endeavour
and undermine its credibility should be appar-
ent. :
At the operational level, the coaliti
has taken a conscious decision not
inherently oppressive POTA and it is\perfectly in
keeping with the Government’s declared core
policy line of healing the “physical, psychological
and emotional wounds inflicted (on the people
of Jammu and Kashmir) by 14 years of militan-
cy”. However, the ruling political establishment’s
detractors, especially the BJP and its ally (and
erstwhile ruling party of the State), the National '
Conference, have always been highly critical of
such a course, contending that not using POTA
and setting free the detained secessionist leaders
and militants will together constitute an open
invitation to heightened insurgency. Given this
context, these political parties may well be
tempted to see the spurt in militant attacks as a
vindication of their position and adopt an ‘I-
told-you-so’ attitude — this is indeed discernible
in the way some of the leaders have reacted to
the Raghunath temple episode. But any formula-
tion that seeks, in the name of facing the chal-
lenge of militancy more effectively, to reverse the
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed Government's whole-
some initiatives on the human rights front will be |
short-sighted, the ultimate objective of ending J
the pervasive alienation of the Kashmiris getting |
lost. Above all, it will also amount to playing into
the hands of the subversive elements. /{
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Second attack in two days

9 Killed in

J&K

¢\

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, Nov. 23. — Nine per-
sons, including five Armymen,
were killed and 25 injured when
militants blasted an Improvised
Explosive Device on Srinagar-
Jammu highway near Lower
Munda, 75 km from Srinagar, this
morning. Among the dead were
two women and two children.
Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Islami and
Jamiatul Mujahideen have
owned the attack. A person iden-
tifying himself as JuM spokes-
man told a news agency that the
attack was a reply to the chief
minister’s claim that militancy in
the state was about to end.
Militants also tried to blow up
a BSF HQ at Karan Nagar in
Srinagar. They fired four gre-
nades, which exploded in the
compound but did not cause any
damage to life or property.
Yesterday, Lashkar ultras had
attacked a security camp at a
Srinagar hotel and killed six
CRPF jawans. Both assailants
were killed in encounter.
Today’s blast took place when a
convoy, carrying Armymen and
their family members, was on its
way from Srinagar to Jammu.
When it reached Lower Munda,
six km from Jawahar Tunnel, at
1ly.m. "the militants trig-

blgst

gered the blast in front of one of
the vehicles.

The impact was such that the
vehicle was blown to pieces and
the bodies were scattered on the
road. The remnants of the vehi-
cle were thrown up in the air be-
fore they rolled down into a
gorge, 300 metres deep.

Armymen in other vehicles
came down and fired some warn-
ing shots. Rescue teams recov-
ered the bodies and flew the in-
jured to the military hospital in
Srinagar.

IED explosions have been fairly
common on the highway. Every
morning, Armymen scan the ‘300- |
km road for explosives. It was done
this morning too, but the IED
couldn't be detected. Early this
month, seven CRPF men were kil
led in an IED blast near Ramsu.

Today’s incidents and yester-
day’s attack on the security
camp mark a surge in violence in
the state since the Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed government
took over. The chief minister,
who has been on a “terrorist-re-
leasing spree”, had vowed to end
militancy by holding
the militants and rgforming the
security forces.

m Photograph and other
reports on page 10
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JKLF parts Ways wi

HT Correspondent
Srinagar, November 22

THE Jammu and Kashmir Liber-
ation Front has distanced itself
from the All-Parties’ Hurriyat
Conference, and has begun func-
tioning outside the separatist
amalgam.

The JKLF on Friday stayed away
from the talks that the Hurriyat
leadership , held with Ram
Jethamalnai’s Kashmir Committee,
and, instead, held a public rally in
the southern township of Kulgam.

The talks with the Kashmir
Committee are stated to be the
main cause of differences be-
tween the JKLF and the Hurriy-
at. Mohammad Yasin Malik,
soon after his release, flayed
Jethmalani for his “doubles-
peak”. He said Jethmalani had
told him that he supported the
idea of an “independent Valley,
but restricted it to Hurriyat’s
participation in the election”.

Hitting back at Malik, Jeth-

T\

THE NC on Friday criticised
the Governor’s speech to the
J&K Legislature on Thursday,
where Governor GC Saxena
had mentioned the positive
aspects of the PDP-led Gov-
ernment’s common minimum
programme in his Address.
Leader of the Opposition
Ghulam Mohiuddin Shah des-
cribed the Governor’s Address
as a “dull piece of paper, where
wishes have been made horses
which can never run”. He said

{

Governor s Address ‘dull’, says NC

important issues, like Kargil,
autonomy, border tensions and
efforts of “our Government”
in restoring democracy in the
past six years were not tou-
ched. “The NC has laid the
foundations of democracy; it
was in 1996 that we restored it
when the trouble-torn State
was in a shambles - with no
schools, no bridges and no jobs.
There’s no mention of our ef-
forts,” he complained.

HTC, Jammu

malani today said Malik does not
know what he says. “Maybe to-
morrow he may know,” he said.
“His ideas have got polluted in
the jail. He would be okay after
some time.” The committee
members arrived here to hold

another round of talks with the
Hurriyat and other separatist
outfits. The committee and sepa-
ratist leaders of the State held
two rounds of talks earlier, of
which JKLF was a part.

Soon after its arrival in Srina-

"HF HINDUSTAN TR

Hurrlyat

gar, the Kashmir Committee
members drove to the residence
of Shabir Shah, chief of the De-
mocratic Freedom Party, and
held talks with him for over an
hour. Shabir Shah later said the
meeting was inconclusive and
would continue tomorrow. He
said a joint statement would be
issued after tomorrow’s meeting.

The committee members later
went to the Nagin home of for-
mef* Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz
Omer Farooq to attend an iftaar
party. Hurriyat chairman Abdul
Gani Bhat and other executive
members also attended the party:.

The committee and the Hur-
riyat leaders are holding a for-
mal meeting some time on Satur-
day.

The Hurriyat chairman re-
portedly tried to meet Yasin Ma-
lik on Thursday, but the latter re-
fused to grant him an interview.
The Hurriyat summoned a meet-
ing of its executive council on
Friday to discuss thgssﬁe
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" POTA-SOFT MUFTI SILENT

Lashkar attack

leaves 6 CRPF

jawans dea

Statasman News Servlce

JAMMU, Nov. 22. — Fidayeen have
struck again in J&K, for the first
time since the Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed government took over, kill-
ing six CRPF jawans and injuring
10. The two militants involved were
killed in the encounter that took
olace early this morning.

The attack, a day after the ninth
Assembly opened, broke the recent
ull in violence in the valley. Only
yesterday, the Governor had urged
the Centre to start unconditional
talks with separatists.

Two Lashkar-e-Taiyaba militants
attacked a security camp at Hatel
Pamposh in Regal Chowk, Srinagar,
around 6.15 a.m., when most peo-
ple were busy offering morning
prayers after taking the sehri (pre-
dawn meal). Sources said the ultras
entered into the complex after scal-
ing a wall on the Municipal Street
side.. Firing indiscriminately, they
entered into an officers’ mess and
fired at the securitymen, who were
taking breakfast then.

After some time, one of the mili-
tants ran towards the complex’s
main gate, firing at the securitymen
there. Two CRPF jawans fell to his
bullets. But a third caught hold of
him, when the militant exploded a
grenade killing himself as well as the
jawan.

The other militant was still in the
mess, engaging securitymen in an
encounter that lasted 50 minutes.
3SF and police teams rushed to the

L
spot. The militant w
by the BSF jawans.

Three securitymen were killed on
the spot and the rest died in hospi-
tals. The militants were carrying
fake identity cards showing them as
residents of Uttar Pradesh.

The Lashkar chief spokesman,
Abu Huzaifa, called two news agen-
cies in Srinagar and said both mili-
tants were members of his outfit.
He identified them as Riyaz Ahmad
Khan, a local militant, and Abu
Younis, a “mehman mujahid”.

He, however, claimed that four
militants were involved in the attack
and that two of them had returned to
their hideouts with weapons looted
from the camp. The attack, he said,
was codenamed Operation Bader.

Security forces had cordoned off
Regal Chowk, a business hub, till
the injured were taken to hospitals.

The chief minister, who has re-

leased scores of militants, remained

silent over the attack. Ignoring
journalists’ rigs, he walked into
the Assemf %tﬁif betraying his
emotions.

His deputy, Mr Mangat Ram

Sharma, condemned the attack and
said it was organised by Pakistan.
“We’re determined to deal firmly
with them.”
BJP appeal: The BJP today called
for action against J&K militants
and asked the PDP-Congress gov-
ernment to reconsider its policy of
releasing jailed militants and not
using Pota, SNS adds from Delhi.

Another report on page 5
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was finally killed
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0 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2002

»" @\ IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 4% %"

LESS THAN TW(Q weeks in office, the PDP-Con-
gress coalition Government headed by Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed in Jammu and Kashmir has
in right earnest set about addressing itself to the
task of reviewing cases of prolonged detention
without trial — mostly political detenus — and
the latest to be freed (on parole) is the senior
Hurriyat leader and JKLF chief, Mohammad Ya-
sin Malik. Originally held under POTA, Mr. Ma-
lik was upon being granted bail by a court
re-arrested last May under the Public Safety Act.
Indications are that another Hurriyat leader,
Syed Ali Shah Geelani, who is among the over 20
such political detenus the Government is re-
ported to have identified for release, will also be
set free soon. The release of political prisoners,
which is a part of the policy formulation that the
ruling coalition has outlined in its Common
Minimum Programme for healing the “physical,
psychological and emotional wounds inflicted
by 14 years of militancy”, has been received, not
surprisingly, with some scepticism in certain
quarters, particularly the National Conference
and the BJP. These sections are inclined to see
this development and the new Government's
decision not to invoke POTA in the State as a
recipe for heightened insurgency, with some
even darkly hinting at a ‘deal’ between the PDP
and the secessionist forces.

What needs to be realised is that the rationale
for these positive moves is rooted in the imper-
ative of reaching out to the people, especially
the alienated sections, by initiating a credible
process of dialogue with a view to finding a po-
litical solution to the Kashmir imbroglio. After
all, this precisely is what the popular mandate
thrown up by the recent Assembly polls is all
about. To be meaningful, such a dialogue has
necessarily to be as broad-based and as inclu-
sive as possible, not just confined to those elect-
ed to the new legislature. Without in any way
detracting from the credibility of the recently
concluded democratic exercise, which stood out
for its fairness and transparency, or belittling

the representative character of the new Assemb-
ly, one must say that it would be unrealistic and
unwise to rubbish all the groups that boycotted
the polls as having no locus standi or being irrel-
evant merely because of their non-participation.
In fact, if the few initiatives of the ‘Track II’ varie-
ty — some of them presumably with the bless-
ings of New Delhi — aimed at getting the
separatist groups to join the democratic main-
stream had floundered, it was largely because of
the Centre’s ambivalence and tentativeness in
its approach to the negotiation process, dictated
more by its narrow partisan impulses, with the
Farooq Abdullah regime playing its own political
game and contributing in its own way to the
scuttling of all such effort.

As for the Hurriyat itself, there has been a dis-
tinct and remarkably positive shift from its hard
pro-Pakistani line in the wake of the global anti-
terror campaign post-September 11, 2001, with
most of the influential groups in the umbrella
outfit coming out openly in favour of a political
solution and against terrorist ways, and this atti-
tudinal change appeared further reinforced after
the assassination of Abdul Gani Lone. Given this
and the ground reality that the Hurriyat is seen
at least by a sizable segment of the Kashmiris as
a group of honest and dependable interlocutors,
it does make a lot of political sense that its lead-
ers detained on poll eve should be set free as a
necessary step for creating conditions conducive
for a purposeful interaction. All this however is
not to overlook or underrate the formidability of
the hurdles that are bound to arise even before
the first moves are made towards starting a dia-
logue. Not particularly known for its cohesive-
ness, the Hurriyat leadership is more than likely
to find itself rather sharply divided in the new
context of the PDP’s rise to power. It is for the
new Government to move forward skilfully and
come up with imaginative measures essential for
setting a dialogue in motion, and the Centre, for
its part, needs to extend its full and unreserved
cooperation to such endeavours.
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/ﬁELEASE OF MORE POLITICAL DETAINEES LIKELY

% Mufti frees Malik of

JAMMU, Nov. 11. — Nine days after
taking over as chief minister, Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed took a big leap to-
wards wooing J&K’s separatist ele-
ments, the All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) in particular, with the
government formally ordering the re-
lease of Hurriyat leader and JKLF
chairman Md Yasin Malik and several
other jailed prisoners.

Sources said Malik, suffering from a
heart ailment, was released from Kot
Bhatwal jail here today and flown to Sri-
nagar on a Jet Airways flight with police
escort. He has been released on parole
initially for a period of one month. Ma-
lik was granted bail on a Pota charge
in July after the court was told of his
deteriorating health. He was then de-

tained under the Public Safety Act.
But confusion prevailed in_Srinagar
today as JKLF and Hurriyat activists

-

TRESTATESMAS \

who had amvcd at the airport to receive
him did not find him there. “We were
told by his fellow passengers that he was
on board the aircraft and was escorted

- to a Gypsy car the moment he landed,”

Mr Tahir Mir, JKLF spokesman, said.
Hundreds of his supporters later held
protests against his reported “re-arrest”. .
- Police said Malik was taken to the
Counter-Insurgency HQ and released
at’5 p.m. after completing “certain for-
malities”. The DIG (Prisons) said Malik
had been released because he had been
granted bail under Pota and charges
against him under the Public Safety.Act
were withdrawn. Malik told newsmen
that he was released “unconditionafly”,
adding he would elaborate at a press
conference tomorrow. Sources said a
few more political detainees are likely
to be released in a day or two.
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~GEELANI TO BE FREED SOON

Yasin

Malik

1w-released '

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, NOV. 11. A senijor All-

Party Hurriyat Conference lead-
er and Jammu and Kashmir Lib-
eration Front chairman,
Mohammad Yasin Malik, was
released today after eight
months' detention.

He had been arrested under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act
and subsequently rearrested

under the Public Safety Act.

Released from the Kot Bhal-
wal jail in Jammu this morning,
Mr. Malik was flown to Srinagar.
As soon as he arrived at the air-
port, he was taken away by po-
completing

lice for the

i
- = i
formalities for his release.

He was set free in the evening
and he received a warm recep-
tion at his Maisuma house
which is also the headquarters
of the JKLF. A large number of
his supporters thronged his
house to greet him.

Mr. Malik refused to talk but
said his release was uncondi-
tional. “I will reply to all your
questions at a press conference
tomorrow,” a visibly exhausted
Mr. Malik told The Hindu.

Official sources said he had
been released on a month’s pa-
role, which was likely to be
extended.

One of the seven executive
members of the Hurriyat, Mr.
Malik was arrested on March 25
last while addressing a press
conference. He was arrested
under POTA, following police
claims that a young man and a
woman who were travelling
from Jammu to Srinagar were
carrying $1 lakh, which had
come from across the border,
for him.

Both had been arrested and
later released. In May, Mr. Malik
was granted bail by a local court
but was re-arrested under the
Public Safety Act.

ty/

Mr. Malik’s releasl mes
close on the heels of the Jatnmu
and Kashmir Chief Minsster,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed’s an-
nouncement that all the politi-
cal prisoners are being released
— a commitment made in the
Congress-PDP ruling coalition’s
Common  Minimum  Pro-
gramme.

A former JKLF commander,
Showkat Bakhshi, and his two
associates, Nazir Ahmed Sheikh
and Mushtag Ahmed KXhan,
were released last week. The se-
nior Hurriyat leader, Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, and Sheikh Aziz
will also be released shortly.

Earlier in the day, Showkat
Bakhshi told a news conference
that the Kashmir problem was
basically a political one but had
become a humanitarian issue.
None of the agreements of the
past could stop bloodshed in
Kashmir and the parties con-
cerned should come forward to
resolve the issue.

Blast kills six CRPF men

Militants detonated a power-
ful landmine near Ramsu on the
Srinagar-Jammu national high-
way when a CRPF convoy was
passing through the area.

It hit one of the vehicles kill-
ing four CRPF personnel — Mo-
hammad  Ishaq, Mandhir
Mandal, Pradeep Singh, and
Gautam Kumar — on the spot.
Two of the seriously injured ja-
wans died of injuries on way to
hospital. Seven of the injured
were admitted to hospital.

Militants also shot dead a Na-
tional Conference leader and
secretary of the Srinagar Munic-
ipality, Ghulam Nabi Chintsaaz,
in Mujahid Manzil area here
this morning.

The former Chief Minister,
Farooq Abdullah, and the Na-
tional Conference president,
Omar Abdullah, have con-
demned the killing. \.

Advani won’t comment

Our New Delhi Special Corre-
spondent reports:

The Centre today declined to
comment on the release of Mr.
Malik. The Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, responding to
questions from journalists said,
“I would not like to comment
on the issue’’.

The Kashmir Committee,
which is in dialogue with the
Hurriyat Conference, is be-
lieved to have appealed to Mr.
Advani for Mr. Malik's release
prior to the Assembly elections
in the State. 4
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(‘\V\ Times News NETWORK G \,/\

New DeRi: In a sensational disclosure, Chief Elec-
tion Comnyissioner J.M. Lyngdoh revealed on Thurs-
day that an attempt to sabotage free and fair elections
in Jammu and Kashmir had been made by “a few peo-
ple, basically in the police” in order to help erstwhile
chief minister Farooq Abdullah.

The CEC disclosed that prior to the third segment of
the four-phase statewide polls in October, the Election
Commission had discovered—and scotched—a plan to
release surrendered militants “who would have infil-
trated the electorate to influence the results”. The idea
was obviously to intimidate people from coming out to
vote. The EC also stopped a plan to “divert” the atten-
tion of the army by deploying soldiers in road clear-
ance and checking operations.

Mr Lyngdoh was participating in the ‘Court Mar-
tial’ programme on SAB TV anchored by Karan Tha-

par, in);hich questions were put to him by The Times

“Police tried to-sabotage J&K polls: CEC

of India editor Dileep Padgaonkar and Seema Mustafa
of The Asian Age. National Conference head Omar Ab-
dullah and the director general of police, J&K, were
not available for comment.

The third phase—in which Anantnag and Pulwama
districts went to the polls— saw the People’s Democrat-
ic Party do especiaily well. Asked whether Mr Abdullah
had been in on these plans to sabotage the polls, the CEC
said, “I would not know.” But he also said that the con-
cerned police officials “were doing things which could
have helped him”. Had these plans not been detected, Mr
Lyngdoh said, the election results would not have been
“normal”. Asked whether there was help from separatist
groups to many candidates in the polls, he said he would
not like to get into it. “It was a very complex situation.
There were lots of people from inside who did it.”

Asked by TNN for her reaction to Mr Lyngdoh’s dis-
closure, PDP leader Mehbooba Mufti said her party
had suspected that such a plan to sabotage the third
phase was afoot and had petitioned the EC at the time.
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~REVIVE SPIRIT OF RAMADAN CEASEFIRE’

By Luv Puri

JAMMU, NOV. 5. The Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, today
asked the Centre to start a dia-
logue with the State’s elected
representatives and those who
did not participate in the elec-
tions as also the militants, pro-
vided they reciprocated the
gesture.

Addressing a press confer-

urged the Prlme Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, to revive the
spirit of the Ramadan ceasefire
which he announced two years
ago. He hoped that the militants
would respond positively this
time.

(PTI quoted the Mufti as say-
ing that the “Centre has an-
nounced such a ceasefire in the
past as a good gesture and they
can do it again.” Asked whether
he would ask the Centre to an-

nounce the ceasefire, he said: “I
had not given it a thought.”)
Stressing the need for initia-

ence after the ceremonial guard
of honour here, the Chief Minis-
ter, flanked by all his Ministers,

Governor meets Advani

NEW DELHI, NoV. 5. The Jammu and Kashmir Governor, G.C. Saxena,
met the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, today to “apprise him
of the developments in the State.” This was Mr. Saxena’s first
meeting with Mr. Advani since the completion of the elections to
the Assembly. He briefed the Deputy Prime Minister on the con-
duct of the elections and the process of government formation.

Asked about the State Government’s plan to disband the Special
Operations Group of the Jammu and Kashmir Police, Mr. Saxena
said this was part of the new Government's programme, and the
impact of it would only be known after the implementation stage.

Speaking to journalists after a 45-minute meeting with Mr. Ad-
vani, he said the new Government was led by “very experienced
people who can be expected to act with responsibility.” On the
issue of the release of political prisoners, Mr. Saxena said the elect-
ed Government had the powers to take such a decision. He said
“the Chief Minister is after all the Chief Minister. He is the exec-
utive head of the Government. He also heads the unified com-
mand, he will be the person to take such decisions.”

Muftl wants dialogue
. with all J&K groups'—"

ting a dialogue process on the
political front, he said: “We
have been elected by the people
and let there be a dialogue with
us.” But, at the same time, there
should also be a dialogue with
pérties, such as the Hurriyat.”

The Mufti said the anti-Pakis-
tan rhetoric and war cries re-
sorted to by the former Chief
Minister, Farooq Abdullah,
were no solution to the Kashmir
issue. He said he had detailed
talks with the Prime Minister
and the Deputy Prime Minister
and had been assured of all pos-
sible cooperation. Sometimes
he felt scared whether he would
able to meet the expectations of
the people. People’s faith in de-
mocracy had been restored by
the ballot and this “glorious op-
portunity” should not be mis-
sed by any party for partisan
interests.

On the issue of release of po-
litical prisoners, the Chief Min-
ister said that even the previous
regimes had released Hurriyat
leaders. “We do not want to
keep anyone unnecessarily in
jail without any substantial
charge as this will breed more
alienation.” Asked whether he
would give an assurance that he
would not be a stumbling block
to the peace process with any
group, he said: “No, not at all.
On the other hand, he will try to
be a facilitator of the process.”

BJP chief’s caution: Page 11
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 9/
JAMMU, Nov. 2. — A terrorist bid on Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed and demonstrations overshad-
owed the return of J&K to democracy after a brief
spell of Governor’s rule.

Mr Sayeed was sworn in as chief minister by Gover-
nor Mr Girish Chandra Saxena in Srinagar today.
Nine ministers, including seven of
Cabinet rank, too took the oath of
office, as announced earlier.

Mr Sayeed, who heads the PDP-Con-

nades fell just outside the house while

the other exploded in the air. But no

one was injured, Srinagar DIG Mr Farooq Khan said.
The attack, however, created panic among the large
crowd of PDP supporters present there.

Congress chief Mrs Sonia Gandhi, Mr Manmohan
Singh and NC president Mr Omar Abdullah were
among the leaders present at the swearing-in. Mr
Ghulam Nabi Azad and AICC general secretary Ms

Democrady returned to

Amblka Sonl 00 were pr ent

All three regions of the §tate — the valley, Jammu
and Ladakh — have been represented in the minis-
ters’ council. Senior Congress leader Mr Mangat Ram
Sharma took oath as deputy chief minister.

The Cabinet ministers include PDP vice-president
Mr Muzaffar H Baig, Congress leader Mr Peerzada
Md Sayeed, Mr Moola Ram, close confidant of Mr
Azad, and PDP’s Mr Ghulam Hassan
Mir, who defeated Dr Farooq Abdulla-
h’s brother from Gulmarg. Mr HD
Singh (PP) too was sworn in as a Cab-

gress-Panthers Party coalition, is the J&K tOday with the inet minister. Two Independents, Mr
sixth chief minister of J&K and the 1 . Nawang Rigzin from Leh and Haji
first from outside the Congress or Na- first non congre_ss' Nissar Ali from Kargil, were made
tional Conference. The People’s Dem- non-Nc govt ‘lakmg ministers of state.
ocratic Forum of Independents and ffice. But i PDP leaders said Mr Sayeed would
CPI-M legislators are extending sup- otfice. But luSt expand his ministry on 25 November.
port to the government from outside. ' The state’s civil secretariat, which
The swearing-in ceremony was held h?urs !)e'fore the has shifted to Jammu for the winter,
amid tight security at the Sher-e- chief minister was would start functioning from Tues-
Kashmir International Convention . . ay.
Complex off Dal Lake at 1.15 p.m. sworn 1n, ultras swung Mrs Gandhi promised adequate rep- |
A few hours before the ceremony, ; : resentation for all parties in the coali-
militants threw two grenades on Mr into action and threw tion government. But the first priori-
Sayeed’s Nowgam house on the out- grenades in front ty of the new government is to provide
skirts of Srinagar. He was present in . stability, she said.
the house at the time. One of the gre- of his house Students protest: The Jammu Joint

Students’ Front — a Jammu-based
umbrella organisation of students
demanding statehood for Jammu and Union territory
status for Ladakh — held protest meetings in the city
today and burnt effigies of Mrs Gandhi and Mr
Sayeed alleging “betrayal of the people” by the ruling

coalition.

7

W More reports on page 10
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Mufti gets taste of
terror on oath day




" MANGAT RAM SHARMA OF CONG. IS DEPUTY CM _-

‘,t Mufti sworn in J&K CM

By Shpjaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, NOV. 2. The People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) presi-
dent, Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed, was today sworn in as the
Chief Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir and the senior Con-
gress leader, Mangat Ram Shar-
ma, as his Deputy. Five others
from the PDP, the Congress and
the Panthers Party and two In-
dependent MLAs were inducted
as Ministers. This put an end to
Governor’s rule imposed on Oc-
tober 17.

The swearing-in ceremony
followed an unsuccessful attack
by militants on the residence of
Mr. Sayeed.

Wearing a cream coloured
‘bandh gala’ suit, Mr. Sayeed
(66) was administered the oath
of office and secrecy by the
Governor, Girish Chandra Saxe-
na, at the highly-guarded Sher-
e-Kashmir International Con-
ference Centre. The Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, Manmohan Singh,
the National Conference presi-
dent, Omar Abdullah, the

b

Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, the Congress president, Sonia Gandhi, the State party chief,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, and the People’s Democratic Party vice-chairperson, Mehbooba Mufti,
at the swearing-in ceremony of the Mufti in Srinagar on Saturday as the

National Anthem is played. — AFP

Union Minister of State for De-
fence, Chaman Lal Gupta, the
Pradesh Congress president,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, his wife,
Shameem Azad, the senior
Congress leaders, Ambika Soni,
Saifuddin Soz and Wasim
Ahmed, the Chairman of the
State Legislative Council, Abdur
Rasheed Dar, and the former
NC Ministers, Mohiuddin Shah
and Abdul Qayoom, attended
the ceremony.

The Congress members,
Peerzada Mohammad Sayeed
and Moola Ram, the PDP mem-

bers, Muzaffar Hussain Beig
and Ghulam Hassan Mir, and
the Panthers Party leader,
Harsh Dev Singh, were sworn-
in as Cabinet Ministers, while
Rigzin Jora of the Ladakh Union
Territory Front and Haji Nissar
Ali from Kargil were inducted as
Ministers of State. All the nine,
including the Mufti, took their
oath in English and not in Urdu,
the official language of the
State.

The 15-day Governor’s rule
imposed in the wake of the un-
certainty over government for-

mation has come to an end. Mr.
Saxena had taken over charge
after the former Chief Minister
and NC leader, Farcoq Abdul-
lah, refused to continue as the
caretaker Chief Minister. The
NC, with 28 seats, had emerged
as the single largest party in the
Assembly, consisting of 87
members.

Representation has been giv-
en to all the three regions and
communities, except Pandits
and Sikhs, in the Council of
Ministers, which is likely to be
expanded in two weeks. The

| Grenade attack on Mufti's house

By Our Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR, NOV. 2. Even as the Government head-
ed by Mufti Mohammad Sayeed was being
sworn-in, militants stepped up their activities,
killing a Congress leader and attacking the resi-
dence of the Mufti. A militant owtfit has an-
nounced a reward for targeting the new
Government.

Around 10 a.m. when Mr. Sayeed was prepar-
ing for the oath-taking ceremony, militants
fired two rifle grenades towards his residence at
Nowgam, on the outskirts of the city. The gre-
nades landed outside the house, injuring a con-
stable, Mohammad Yaqoob. There was panic as
many people wishing to congratulate the Mufti
were at the residence. Police and other security
personnel cordoned off the house.

Al-Nasreen, a hitherto unknown militant
group, has claimed responsibility for the attack.
It also announced a reward for those who car-

ried it out and fixed Rs. 40 lakhs for the head of
the PDP vice-president, Muzaffar Hussain Beig,
and Rs. 20 lakhs for other Ministers. “For us
Farooq Abdullah, Mufti Sayeed and Ghulam Na-
bi Azad make no difference,” a spokesman of
the outfit told the local news agency, CNS.

In the afternoon, militants fired at the vehicle
of a Congress leader, Sikandar Khan, in Batma-
loo area here killing him and his two guards.
Mr. Khan, who was defeated in the recent As-
sembly elections from Karnah, was returning
after attending the swearing-in ceremony of the
Cabinet. Al-Madinah, a militant outfit, owned
responsibility for the killing.

A head-constable, Abdul Khaliq, was shot
dead by militants in the Budshah Chowk area of
the city while militants attacked a BSF camp in
Baghi Ali Mardan Khan. Two persons, Bilal
Ahmed and Mohammad Yusuf, were abducted
and later killed by militants in Pattan.

T LINDU

Cabinet will meet here tomor-
row and fly out to Jammu on
Monday, where the offices are
re-opening on November 5 ag”
part of the annual “darbar
move” practice. The portfolios
of Ministers will be announced
tomorrow.

a

No softness towards
militants: Sonia

Talking to presspersons, Ms.
Gandhi said she was satisfied
with the composition of the
Ministry and the representation
given to her party. “It is a begin-
ning and the Cabinet will be ex-
panded later. Mufti Saheb is a
very seasoned and responsible
person.” She also dismissed ap-
prehension that the coalition
Government would be “soft”
towards militants, terming as
“incorrect” concerns expressed
in certain quarters. The steps
taken by the Government re-
garding the merging of the SOG
with the local police and the re-
lease of political prisoners
would by no means affect the
situation, Ms. Gandhi said.

Talking to The Hindu, the
Mufti said, “This day is histor-
ical for me as also the State. We
have a big challenge ahead and
have to deliver and everybody
in the Government have this re-
alisation. We will have to work
jointly to face this challenge.”
He later visited the Hazratbal
shrine.

Joy in Jammu: Page 9 |
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JAMMU, Oct. 30. — The

PDP-Congress  combine
today met J&K Governor
Mr Girish Chander Saxena
and staked claim to form a
coalition government. The
coalition, they claimed had
support from 52 MLAs.
PDP chief Mufti Md
Sayeed, accompanied by
state Congress chief Mr
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Pan-
thers Party chief Mr Bhim
Singh and CPI (M) leader
Md Yusuf Tarigami, sub-
mitted a list of supporting
MLA:s to stake his claim.
The Governor invited the
Mufti Sayeed-led coalition
to form the government.
“We have support of 52
legislators”, Azad said. Even
the governor confirmed that
the coalition is enjoying the

support of “over 50
legislators”, he said.

Mr Saxena said the
coalition is enjoying a

“comfortable majority”. “All
the letters (of support) were
given to me. They are
enjoying a comfortable maj-
ority and I am inviting them
to form the government”, he
said adding that the
swearing-in ceremony would
take place on 2 November,
The chief minister-
designate, Mufti Sayeed,
said: “We would make

(& 3%\{\# £G-6

govt

efforts to live up to the
expectations of the people.
1t is good to have a coalition
government as there is no
hegemony and people from
all the three regions would
get a feel of a sense of
participation”, he said.

Brushing aside the
question regarding
distribution of portfolios,
Mr Azad said that it was
Mufti Sayeed’'s prerogative
to distribute the portfolios.
“This is no problem and we
would support him to the
hilt”, Mr Azad said.

Mufti Sayeed, on his part,
said they have discussed the
“pitty  gritty” of the
government  formation.
“The discussions have taken
place and would continue.
But we are not facing any
problem on this count”, he
said.



~ Conversion Bill |
¢ introduced in %055
% T.N. Assembly %\\wi

=By Our Special Correspondent
CHENNALI, OCT. 30. Amid stiff objections from the Opposition parties ‘
barring the BJP, the controversial Bill banning “forcible” religious }
conversions in Tamil Nadu was introduced by the Finance Minis- |
ter, C. Ponnaiyan, in the State Assembly today. |
The Bill retains all the contentious provisions of the recently i
promulgated ordinance, which was greeted with fierce protest
from leaders of minority organisations and Opposition parties. The /
ordinance had slapped a penalty of a maximum of four years
imprisonment and Rs. 1 lakh fine for converting SC\ST, women |
and minors and one-year imprisonment for priests who fail to J
inform the district magistrates about each conversion they have |
performed. |
The Opposition Congress, the DMK, the Left parties and the ;
PMK, which have already given notice for a motion disapproving |
the ordinance, opposed the Bill at the introductory stage itself. i
When the BJP MLA, H. Raja, spoke in support of the ordinance, |
his ally, the DMK, joined the Congress in shouting him down. ?
The Speaker, K. Kalimuthu said the discussion on the Bill and /
the motion disapproving the ordinance would be taken up for |
discussion in the Assembly tomorrow.

|
Bill against ritual J’

In the wake of the shocking ritual of burying a child alive and |
retrieving it to propitiate deities in Peraiyur village in Madurai |
district on August 21, which drew protest from rights activists, the |
State Government has come up with a Bill banning such rituals.

The Bill states: “no person shall bury a person alive, allow him-
self to be buried alive” and no person “shall officiate or offer to
official at or perform or offer to perform or service, assist, or partic-
ipate” in a ritual in which a person is buried alive and retrieved.
And, such rituals should not be held in any place of worship or its
precincts or in places under its control. Violation of the provisions
would attract a maximum of three-year imprisonment or fine up to
Rs. five thousand or both.

According to the explanatory statement on the Bill, “ the Gov- |
ernment considers that such ritual and practice cannot be allowed |
to continue as it will endanger the life and personal safety of |
children”. The PMK alone raised objections w the Law Minis-
ter, D. Jayakumar, introduced the Bill.



/" New Kashmir
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he Congress took an awfully long time to do the right thing
in Kashmir. But the uncertainty thus created is nothing
compared to what would have happened had Sonia Gandhi
ignored the People’s Democratic Party’s argument that Jammu
and Kashmir’s new government must be seen to represent
Kashmir’s concerns. A government of Congress plus rag tag

Independents, possibly including bréakaway “PDPMEAS*

would have lost popular credibility at the moment of swearing
in, and its continuance would have been in serious question. A
PDP-led coalition for the first three years of J&K’s six-year as-
sembly term, on the other hand, makes the necessary conces-
sions to both Kashmiri aspirations as well as to Congress’ poli-
tical ambitions. Cynics would add that there is a further advan-
te.ge. Three years is a long time in Kashmiri politics and before
long the National Conference would have been itching to
rceoup lost ground. By allowing PDP first crack at heading the
new government, the question of a national party-led state gov-
ernment in J&K may have been rendered academic. One sin-
cerely hopes this would not be the case, however. This govern-
ment needs six years at the least to start making a difference.

A beginning, the Congress and PDP will claim, has been
irade via the common minimum programme. Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed spoke of a “healing touch”. That Kashmir
needs to heal is beyond argument. That the touch could be
misapplied is not. PDP and the Congress have decided to
remove POTA  from J&K’s statute book and hold
“unconditional talks” with all groups ready for it. Not applying
the anti-terrorism act in a state that has by no means seen the
last of senseless violence may tie the administration’s hands. In
tact, POTA, in many ways a misconceived legislation, has
justification only in the context of maintaining law and order in
J&K. The Congress-PDP alliance probably would have done
better by deciding that they will look at applying the act only
rerely. That would have been enough to signal a change.

As for unconditional talks, the alliance is right to offer a
clean slate to all groups in the state. Hurriyat should be wel-
come if it wants to talk, but not if it keeps on insisting that
Pakistan must be a party. Here the Congress will be expected to
keep PDP, which has made noises similar to Hurriyat’s, in line
with the national consensus on ignoring Islamabad as long as
Islamabad ignores New Delhi’s concerns on sponsored terror-
ism. There's in fact something the Congress can usefully point
out to Hurriyat — the Sri Lanka example. The Tamil Tigers,
bullet for bullet and body for body, have been as violent as
Kashmiri jehadis. Yet after years of bloody insurrection the
Tigers are at the negotiating table, having left behind the
demand of a Tamil homeland. If Kashmiri groups, however
violent and shady their past, can drop their demand for an azad
oi Pakistani Kashmir, they will find from in both Srinagar and

New Delhi, in both the Congress and the BIP, ple of
r(ccptivwgf negotiation room, /ly
1Y
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~An agenda for a new Kashmir
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AMMU AND Kashmir rarely

opens up to new opportunities.

In the last 13 years, the window

has opened only twice. After the
1996 election, the National Confer-
ence Government could have, had it
acted with greater wisdom and ma-
turity, translated the electoral ver-
dict into sustainable political peace
and economic stability on the
ground. And yet, as we know, the NC
squandered that popular expecta-
tion because of its cavalier attitude.
The 2002 Assembly election has
pushed the window almost fully
open. The new People’s Democratic
Party-Congress coalition Govern-
ment has a real chance to channelise
the people’s vote for peace and pros-
perity into the construction of a
“naya” Kashmir. And yet, as we
know from past experience, the win-
dow could quite as easily shut back
and it may take years before a new
opening can be made.

The unfortunate political differ-
ences between the PDP and the Con-
gress over the creation of a coalition
Government for the first 15 days af-
ter the declaration of results had be-
gun to scar the popular psyche. And
yet, this scar will vanish if the new
Government addresses the real hurts
and hopes of the people of the State.
Indeed, if the delay has resulted in a
firmer commitment to a common
minimum programme and in the de-
termination to make a real differ-
ence, the loss of a fortnight may
begin to be recognised, in retro-
spect, as a blessing in disguise.

The common minimum pro-
gramme is an imaginative docu-
ment, but the focus of attention
should be both on short-term and
medium-measures that can gener-
ate and sustain a process of change.
The first hundred days must be used
for assuaging the hurt of the average
resident of the State and in making
powerful gestures and signals, but
the period beyond the first few
months must be employed in mak-
ing a significant difference to- the
quality of life of everyone in Jammu
and Kashmir. In the 1940s, the Na-

-

10 By Amitabh Mattoo

Let there be a glasnost for the Kashmiri people,
but care must be taken that this freedom is
not used by external forces that are seeking

to once again victimise the Kashmiris.

tional Conference, supported by the
Congress, released its Naya Kashmir
Manifesto: a document that electri-
fied the State and transformed Jam-
mu and Kashmir's politics,
economics and society. There is a
chance now for the new coalition
Government to do the same in the
first years of the 21st century.
Three short-term

stayed away from the election. It is
clear that the PDP has won consid-
erable support in the Valley, and the
Congress has the mandate of the
people from Jammu. But there are
groups and individuals who sup-
ported others, or who were unwilling
to participate in the elections. The
main political groups in Ladakh and

the separatists in

measures are self-

STRATEGIC INTEREST Kashmir are just

evident. First, it is
critical to build on the sentiment
against violence and in favour of
democratic processes. In Jammu
and Kashmir today, there is an over-
whelming sentiment against vio-
lence, irrespective of its origin or
intent. Militancy may not be down
and out, but it has lost its popular
legitimacy. A large number of cred-
ible field surveys and opinion polls
reveal that over 90 per cent of the
Kashmiri people “disapprove” of vi-
olence. The elections too demon-
strated that a large section of the
Kashmiris is once again willing to
give democracy a chance.

This widespread feeling can sus-
tain itself only if people are empo-
wered to more actively fight those
who spread violence and terror in
their name. This can only happen if
there is an opening up of the politi-
cal and civil space, by making the
people rather than the security agen-
cies the real bulwark against terror-
ism. While this may suggest a need
to adopt radical measures, what is
required is a gradual approach. Let
there be a glasnost for the Kashmiri
people, but care must be taken that
this freedom is not used by external
forces that are seeking to once again
victimise the Kashmiris.

Second, it is vital to be as inclusive
as possible and begin a dialogue
with even those who may have

C oy
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two examples. In-
cluding these groups in a dialogue is
essential if the democratic process
has to be carried forward, and their
non-inclusion in the shaping of a
new Kashmir may provide them with
few incentives not to be subversive.
Indeed, practical politics and politi-
cal magnanimity, admittedly in rare
supply these days, demand that even
the NC is not excluded from such a
process.

Finally, it is essential to meaning--

fully engage the rest of India includ-
ing the Central Government. The
State Government cannot hope to
rebuild Kashmir in isolation; it re-
quires a massive concerted effort of
the Indian nation. It must be recog-
nised that there is a growing senti-
ment within Indian civil society and
powerful sections of the Central
Government that partisan or sectar-
jan agendas cannot be allowed to
dictate policies towards Jammu and
Kashmir. This feeling can only be
tapped, however, if the State Gov-
ernment adopts an accommoda-
tionist rather than a confrontational
agenda. The Congress has already
demonstrated its willingness to be
“generous” and go the extra mile.
This should now reflect in its overall
approach towards the State.

The medium-term agenda for the
State must be focussed on that over-
used but still relevant cliche: provid-
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ing good governance. But reaching
out to the people in Jammu and
Kashmir must not become an excuse
for providing sops and adopting
populist measures. In fact, there are
four essential pre-requisites for en-
suring good governance in Jammu
and Kashmir. One, a strong and sta-
ble economic infrastructure that can
unleash the entrepreneurial poten-
tial of the people of the State as well
as generate employment. Two, an
accountable, streamlined and peo-
ple-sensitive administrative ma-
chinery. Three, a speedy grievance
redressal system that that includes
an upright and effective Judiciary.
Four, a revival of Kashmir's tradi-
tionally tolerant society and its ex-
pression in the form of Kashmiriyat.
All four have been absent in the State
for most of the last decade. Only if
these are in place can we hope for an
economically viable and politically
and socially stable Jammu and
Kashmir.

Finally, it is critical that the rest of
India recognises the importance of
Jammu and Kashmir and the urgent
need to rebuild it. Jammu and Kash-
mir’s uniqueness is obvious for a va-
riety of historical reasons recognised
even by the Supreme Court. More
important, however, is Kashmir's
singular importance to the very idea
of India, which is often forgotten,
that must now re-enter the con--
sciousness of the political elite. A
Muslim majority state that volunta-
rily acceded to India in 1947 lent tre-
mendous strength to the
construction of India as a vibrant,
secular and pluralistic state. The bat-
tle, therefore, to recover the trust of
the Kashmiri people is critical not
just for the recovery of the ideals that
inspired Indian nationhood, but also
central to the war against obscuran-
tism.

In other words, there must be a
realisation that Kashmir must no
longer be dealt with the kind of polit-
ical ineptitude and bureaucratic in-
ertia that has often characterised
New Delhi’s policies towards many
other States over the last decades.

/



\_~” NO POTA; SOG TO BE RELOCATED

« PDP, Cong. for talks,
with all segments in J&K

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 27. The People’s
Democratic Party-Congress
coalition that is all set to stake
its claim to form the govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir
has urged the Centre to hold
unconditional talks with all seg-
ments of public opinion in the
State and extended full cooper-
ation to the national effort in
fighting “cross-border militancy
originating from Pakistan”
while committing itself to pro-
viding the “healing touch”.

This, in fact, tops the priority
list of the coalition which un-
veiled its cemmon minimum
programme (CMP) here today
in the presence of the leader-
ship of the Congress, the PDP,
the Democratic People’s Forum
and the Panthers Party, who
have come together to provide a
“viable alternative to several
years of misrule by the National
Conference”.

According to the CMP, the
goal of the coalition govern-
ment is to “heal the physical,
psychological and emotional
wounds inflicted by 14 years of
militancy”, restore the rule of
law in the State, complete the
“revival of the political process”
begun by the recent elections
and “request the Government
of India to initiate and hold, sin-
cerely and seriously, wide-rang-
ing consultations and dialogue,
without conditions, with the
members of the legislature and
other segments of public opin-
ion in all the three regions of the
State to evolve a broad-based
consensus on restoration of
peace with honour in the State”.

In anticipation of questions
regarding the overall develop-
ment of the State, given the fact
that the Chief Minister-desig-
nate, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
is leader of a “Srinagar-centric”
party, the Leader of the Opposi-

e

The Prime Minister, Atal ehari Vajpayee, with

b

the PDP president and Chief Minister-designate of
Jammu and Kashmir, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
in New Delhi on Sunday. — PTI :

tion in the Rajya Sabha, Man-
mohan Singh, said the CMP
“seeks to usher in a new era of
peace and normality in the
State, and sustained develop-
ment of all three regions”.
Appreciative of the Congress
for acting in the “national in-
terest”, Mr. Sayeed said the coa-
lition government would not
implement POTA, as there were
enough laws to deal with mil-
itancy. As for the Special Oper-
ation Group, its personnel will
be assimilated/relocated within
the regular police establishment

as part of the overall effort to
“humanise” the law and order
machinery.

Besides reviewing all cases of
detainees being held without
trial for long periods, the coali-
tion has also decided to review
the operation of “all such laws
that have been used in the past
decade to deprive people of
their basic rights to life and lib-
erty without due legal process”.
However, this assurance comes
with the caveat that “where the
government deems that some
special powers need to be re-

New Govt. will get
all support: Advani

NEW DELHI, OCT. 27. The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, today Prime Minister this evening, is

assured the Centre’s support to the Congress-People’s Democratic
Party coalition in Jammu and Kashmir in fighting cross-border

tained, it will ensure, by insti-
tuting careful and transparent
pre-screening and monitoring
procedures, that such powers
are used sparingly and those

entrusted with them are held

accountable for any misuse”.

Though the CMP was re- '
leased on schedule as promised

by the Congress president, So-
nia Gandhi, on Saturday, while
announcing the coalition, the
finer details about the shape of
the government continued to
remain under wraps. However,
it is clear that the posts of coor-
dination committee chairman,
Deputy Chief Minister and
Speaker will go to the Congress.

While the name of the Jammu !
and Kashmir Congress presi- |

dent, Ghulam Nabi Azad, is do-
ing the rounds for coordination
committee chairman, and that
of the Jammu-based Congress-
man, Mangat Ram Sharma for
Deputy Chief Ministership, the
Congress working committee

member, Arjun Singh, who, |
along with Manmohan Singh,
has been closely involved in the |
negotiations with the PDP, re- !

fused to confirm it and said a
decision would be taken by Ms.
Gandhi. Also, he dismissed
speculations of the Congress

conceding the post of Chief :

Minister to the PDP under com-
pulsion.

With the CMP finalised and
the coalition arrangement more

or less worked out, the task of ;

government formation in J&K
will shift back to the State, and
Mr. Sayeed, who called on the

expected to stake claim in the
next couple of days. As for the

terrorism and on the developmental programmes to be carried out likely date of the swearing-in, all

by the State Government.

“The two issues which would be naturally on focus in Jammu
and Kashmir are cross-border terrorism and developmental pro-
grammes...,” Mr. Advani told presspersons. “In both these matters,
I, on behalf of the Central Government, can assure that they will
get our full support and cooperation, he added. — PTI

that the PDP vice-president,
Muzzaffar Hussain Baig, would
say was: “We would like Ms.
Gandhi to be present”. ‘
" See also Page 11 |
CMP excerpts on Page 13 '
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/Sonia overrules protests

to hand Mulfti top job

Kashmir
first, crown

after 3 years

RASHEED KIDWAI

New Delhi, Oct. 26: Sonia
Gandhi today sacrificed the
aspirations of her party in
the larger interests of the
people, hoisting Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed as chief
minister of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Ending a fortnight of sus-
pense over government forma-
tion, the Congress president
conceded she had overruled
several CWC members and
chief ministers to decide in fav-
our of the People’s Democratic
Party. Ironically, the PDP had
been formed after Mufti and his
daughter Mehbooba walked out
of the Congress, protesting
against Sonia’s “indifferent at-
titude” towards their state.

Moved by Sonia’s gesture, the
PDP agreed to dilute some radi-
cal provisions in its manifesto.
In the Common Minimum Pro-
gramme signed by the parties,
both agreed to pick a deputy
chief minister from Jammu,
most likely to be Mangat.Ram
Sharma of the Congress.

The posts of both the chief
minister and his deputy will be
held on a rotational basis for
three years. Mufti will occupy
the hot seat for the first three
years after which his Congress
deputy is expected to take over.

Mufti also agreed not to in-
clude the contentious issue of
disbanding the Special Opera-
tions Group in the CMP. But the
programme talks about respect-
ing human rights and punishing
violators.

Talks with militants will be
held within the framework of
the Indian Constitution. The
greater autonomy issue will be
sorted out in accordance with
the Indira Gandhi-Sheikh Ab-
dullah accord of 1975.

Sources close to Sonia said
she settled on Mufti hoping he
would be able to break the Hur-
riyat’s hegemony and bring
Kashmiris back into the main-
stream. Repeatedly stressing on
the “larger interests” of the peo-
ple, Sonia recalled a commit-
ment she made at a Srinagar
public meeting that she would
“do everything to resolve pain
and suffering”.

Several political and apoliti-
cal persons are believed to have
played a key role in egging Sonia
to rise above party considera-
tions. Among them were former
prime ministers PV. Narasimha
Rao, VP Singh and LK. Gujral as
well as Arjun Singh, Manmohan
Singh, M.L. Fotedar, R.K.
Dhawan and senior bureaucrats
from the Kashmir cadre.

But not all in the Congress
were happy, including chief min-
isterial also-ran Ghulam Nabi
Azad. He is now set to get a Rajya
Sabha berth and the post of gen-
eral secretary in the AICC. Azad
is likely to quit as legislature
party leader and probably as
state Congress chief as he is not
on the best of terms with Mufti.
His return to the AICC will kick
off a power struggle among tho-
se claiming to be close to Sonia.

Sonia and Mulfti said the gov-
ernment’s first priority would be
to provide a healing touch to the
Kashmiris. “We have decided to
give Mufti sahib a chance in the
interests of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. We are de-
termined to see that the aspira-
tions and hopes of the people are
fulfilled,” Sonia said.

. A pleased Mufti said: “We
have decided to unite and there
is common concern among all of
us. Together this is the golden
opportunity provided tgthe state
of Jammu and Kash }1’
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_DEAL ON COMMON MINIMUM-PROGRAMME TOO

Mufti to be CM for
<« first 3 years '~

By Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI, OCT. 26. After a fort-
night-long war of nerves, the
Congress today relented and
agreed to have the People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) presi-
dent, Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed, as the Chief Minister of
Jammu and Kashmir on a rota-
tional basis of three years to be-
gin with. Thereafter, the Chief
Ministership will go to the Con-
gress for the remaining three
years.

The much-awaited decision
was announced by the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, at her
residence in the presence of Mr.
Sayeed and the leaders of their
principal allies, Mohammad
Yusuf Tarigami, of the People’s
Democratic Forum and Bhim
Singh of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Panthers Party.

Together, the four parties ac-
count for 46 MLAs, two more
than the required number to

stake a claim to form the gov-
ernment in the 87-member As-
sembly.

Earlier, Ms. Gandhi had an
hour-long meeting with Mr.
Sayeed. They were later joined
by Mr. Bhim Singh — who, ear-
lier in the day, had categorically
said that he would not supporta
coalition led by the PDP — and
Mr. Tarigami, whose support to
a Congress-PDP coalition has
been unconditional from the
beginning.

Ms. Gandhi said the decision
was taken irr the “larger interest
of the country and the State,”
and conceded that having the
PDP lead the coalition did not
enjoy the favour of a sizeable
section of her party, including
its senior leadership. On why
the Congress had delayed the
decision, she said: “The Con-
gress is a large organisation and
we follow a certain system. We
consulted all our colleagues and
Chief Ministers, many of whom

i _— T———

were in favour of the Congress
leading the government. Final-
ly, together with my colleagues,
I came to the conclusion that in
the larger interest of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir, it
would be the right thing to give
the Chief Ministership to Mr.
Sayeed.”

Mr. Sayeed said that the elec-
tions had provided a “golden
opportunity” and could well be
a turning point. While both the
leaders said the nitty-gritty of
the coalition was still under dis-
cussion, Mr. Sayeed maintained
that the effort would be to hon-
our the mandate of the people
and “coordinate and consoli-
date the secular democratic
forces.”

Though Ms. Gandhi had said
that the details of the common
minimum programme (CMP)},
the duration of the rotational
arrangement and the issue of
Deputy Chief Ministership
would be announced on Sun-
day afternoon, the Jammu di?
Kashmir Congress presidefit,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, said the
Chief Ministership would be
with the PDP for three years,
during which time the Congress
would have its representative as
the deputy.

Earlier, the senior Congress
leaders, Arjun Singh, Ambika
Soni, Mr. Azad and Ahmed Pa-
tel, met at the residence of the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, Manmohan Singh,
to prepare the draft CMP. It was
then presented to Ms. Gandhi
and after an hour-long discus-
sion, Mr. Arjun Singh told the
media that with the drafting of
the CMP wrapped up, Ms.
Gandhi would invite Mr. Sayeed
for a discussion to work towards
forging an alliance.



/:{EADY TO SORT OUT DIFFERENCES: MEHBOOBA MUFTI

Congress-PDP talks to
¢\« Fesume tomorrow ' ;;—

By Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI, OCT. 23. A day after
the Congress ‘decided’ to stake
its claim to form the govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir ir-
respective of whether or not the
People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) joined the coalition, the
PDP leadership today made a
fresh overture, and talks be-
tween the two parties are ex-
pected to resume on Friday.

As of now, the PDP president,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, is
scheduled to reach here on Fri-
day and hold talks with the
Congress leadership to break
the deadlock that has prevented
the two potential allies from
coming together to form a gov-
ernment a fortnight after the As-
sembly election results were
declared.

The PDP’s willingness to

make another effort to iron out .
the diWe within 12 ;

hours of the Congress indicat-
ing that it would stake claim
without the PDP’s support, and
in the wake of the Deputy Prime
Minister, L. K. Advani, stating
this morning that a minority
government was an option that
could be explored given the
fragmented nature of the new
Assembly.

The decision to resume talks
was taken at a meeting of a few
senior party leaders at 10 Jan-
path after the PDP vice-presi-
dent, Mehbooba Mulfti,
telephoned the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, this morn-
ing to express her party’s
willingness to hold further talks.

According to the Leader of
the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, Manmohan Singh —
who had been sent to Srinagar
last weekend to break the im-
passe — Mehbooba Mutti told
Ms. Gandhi that the PDP was
ready to sort out all differences

and work towards providing a
stable government.

After the telephonic conver-
sation between Ms. Gandhi and
Mehbooba Mulfti, Dr. Singh
called up Mr. Sayeed and invit-
ed him to Delhi for talks. With-
out divulging details on the
issues that would be discussed,
he said the proposals put forth
by him during his Srinagar visit
would be considered along with
some fresh PDP proposals.

The Congress is learnt to have
offered Mehbooba Mufti the
post of Deputy Chief Minister
and Mr. Sayeed the chairman-
ship of the Coordination Com-
mittee. Also, the Congress had
suggested a rotational arrange-
ment with representatives of
both parties occupying the of-
fice of Chief Minister for three
years.

For now, the Congress
‘strong-arm’ tactic appears to
have pald off with the PDP ex-

tending the olive branch soon
after the national party decided
to go it alone following the ‘fail-
ure’ of the ‘Manmohan mis-
sion’. That the PDP has made a
climbdown is evident from the
fact that Mehbooba Mufti’s call
was preceded by some tough
posturing last night when the
party said it would prefer to sit
in the Opposition rather than
give up its claim to Chief Minis-
tership.

But, eager as “Ms. Gandbhi is
to consolidate the mandate to
provide a viable and credible al-
ternative to fulfil the aspirations |
of the people of the State,” se-
nior leaders were unwilling to
reveal the party’s hand for fear
of ‘pre-empting’ the negotia-
tions. Still, while indications are
that the party would not give up
its insistence on leading the
government, leaders main- !
tained that they would nego- !

tiate with an ‘open mind’ /



DECISION LEFT TO SONIA GANDHI

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, OCT. 21. The second
and final round of talks between
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi’s special emissary and
senior party leader, Manmohan
Singh, and the People’s Demo-
cratic Party president, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, today
failed to end the standoff on
who should lead the coalition
government in Jammu and
Kashmir. The final decision has
been left to Ms. Gandhi, which,
Dr. Singh said, would be taken
in the backdrop of Mr. Sayeed’s
suggestions.

Deliberations, which had re-
mained inconclusive on Sun-
day, resumed at a Iuncheon
meeting at Mr. Sayeed’s resi-
dence.

Besides Dr. Singh, the Kash-
mir Congress president, Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad, and senior PDP
leaders, Mehbooba Mufti and
Muzaffar Hussain Beig, were al-
so present. The issue of Chief
Ministership, which has
emerged as the stumbling block
to government formation, con-
tinued to dominate the discus-
sions.

Sources said that a suggesti-
on — put forth by the mediators
in the past few days — that a
high-power committee be con-
stituted as a parallel to the Cabi-
net which could be headed by
the PDP president, was also
turned down by the party. “No
headway was made and the

PDP remained adamant in se-
curing the top post” sources
said. After the hour-long meet-
ing, Dr. Singh said he was going
to Delhi with some suggestion
made by the PDP.

Asked whether the deadlock
had ended, he said “there was
no deadlock and the meeting
was held in a cordial atmo-
sphere. We discussed all the is-
sues. Mufti Sahib made some
suggestions and we also put
forth some suggestions. 1 will
inform the party high command
about this. It would not be ap-
propriate for me to make any
comment on the conclusion of

“the talks before the high com-

mand takes a decision.”
Dr. Singh did not agree that
the talks had failed. “T cannot

Sonia calls meet today

|

I By Our Special Correspondent

| NEW DELHI, OCT. 21. With the People’s Democrat-

say that the talks have failed. We
will like to resolve the issue as a
soon as possible and form a
government,” he said.

The PDP vice-president, Mu-
zaffar Beig, also sought to give
the impression that the talks
had not failed. “Today’s meet-
ing was a courtesy call. Certain
things were discussed and it is
not appropriate for me to dis-
close them... There was never a
deadlock. Talks cannot break
easily and they can never fructi-
fy easily,” he said.

Earlier in the day, Dr. Singh
called on the Governor, G. C.
Saxena, at the Raj Bhavan. He
was accompanied by Mr.
Azad.Dr. Singh met the Jammu
and Kashmir Panthers Party
chief, Bhim Singh, who has ex-

Manmohan mission falls””\
to break J&K deadlock

tended conditional support to
the Congress. The eight-mem-
ber People’s Democratic Forum
of independents and the CPI
(M) also met Dr. Singh. The fo-
rum supports Mr. Azad for Chief
Ministership.

The forum has also proposed
that some important Cabinet
berths and the post of Deputy
Chief Minister be given to the
PDP — probably to Mehbooba
Mufti — in lieu of Chief Minis-
tership to the Congress.

Sources said the PDF, with
the full backing of the Congress,
had agreed to institutionalise
the Deputy Chief Minister's
post with some important pow-
ers. However, the Mufti had re-
jected the offer.

Azad’s stand: Page 11

leadership will decide whether to continue with

the ongoing efforts to win over Mr. Sayeed.

The Congress has suggested a rotational ar-

ic Party (PDP) president, Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, refusing to give up his claim for Chief
Ministership, the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, has called a meeting of senior party
leaders tomorrow to discuss government-for-
mation in Jammu and Kashmir.

This was decided late this evening after the
leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
Manmohan Singhand the J&K Congress presi-
dent, Ghulam Nabi Azad, briefed her about
their latest rounds of talks with the PDP presi-
dent in Srinagar. While senior party leaders re-
fused to say whether a final decision would be
taken at the meeting, indications are that the

IR T

s

rangement with representatives of both parties
occupying the office of Chief Minister for three
years. Should a Congress-PDP tie-up be engi-
neered, the two parties would have to share
ministerial berths with 18 independents who
have extended support to such an alliance.

In fact, according to Mr. Azad, the independ-
ents constitute a block bigger and are more re-
gionally representative than the PDP which has
only 16 MLAs — all from the Valley. Of the 18
independents in favour of a Congress-PDP tie-
up, 15 are said to have extended support on the
condition that the coalition is led by the
Congress.



4 ANOTHER ROUND OF DELIBERATIONS TODAY \/

" Manmohan fails to mak

oék

headway in talks with Mufti

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, OCT. 20. The talks be-
tween the senior Congress lead-
er, Manmohan Singh, and the
president of the People’s Demo-
cratic Party, Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, to break the stalemate
over forming a popular govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir
remained inconclusive today.
The meeting was preceded by a
telephonic conversation be-
tween the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi, and Mr. Sayeed.
Deliberations will resume
tomorrow.

Dr. Singh, specially deputed
to the Valley by the Congress
high command to iron out the
differences, particularly over
chief ministership, held a de-
tailed meeting with his party
legislators. He later met Mr.
Sayeed at his Nowgam resi-
dence on the outskirts of the
city. The one-to-one meeting
lasted for about 50 minutes, in
which the issue of chief minis-
tership is believed to have been
the focus. Even as Dr. Singh
conveyed the impressions of his
MLAs, the PDP chief reiterated
that the people’s verdict was to

N |\

The senior Congress leader, Manmohan Singh, during a
meeting with the PDP chief, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, in
Srinagar on Sunday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

dislodge the National Confer-
ence and that his party repre-
sented the sentiments of the
Kashmiris. Nothing was known
of any “package” from the Con-
gress president to persuade the
PDP to join a coalition.
Refusing to divulge the de-
tails of the meeting, Dr. Singh

told mediapersons that “we
have met and will meet again
tomorrow. Everything was dis-
cussed and we have to find a
solution,” he said adding “there
is always a hope of finding solu-
tions.” Mr. Sayeed gave the slip
to presspersons while Dr. Singh
was talking to them. “He has

nothing to say at the moment,"”
said a PDP leader.

On Saturday evening, Ms.
Gandhi called up Mr. Sayeed
and is believed to have made a
bid to persuade him to go along
with the Congress stand.

On his arrival from Deihi with
the Jammu and Kashmir Con-
gress president, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Dr. Singh drove to the ho-
tel where the Congress MLAs
have been staying for the past
one week. He sought their views
on the contentious issues. The
MLAs reiterated their backing
for Mr. Azad as Chief Minister
and said they were ready to of-
fer the post of Deputy Chief
Minister to the PDP. “All the 24
MLAs (four from the Jammu
and Kashmir Panthers Party)
are for Mr. Azad as Chief Minis-

ter” said the PCC vice-presi-
dent, Peerzada Mohammad
Sayeed.

The Legislature Party leader
of the People’s Democratic Fo-
rum, Mohammad Yusuf Tariga-
mi, who met Ms. Gandhi on
Saturday and urged her to help
end the political uncertainty in
the State is still hopeful of a so-
lution.
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/;®+No deadline for govt. formgt'ilgn

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, OCT. 19. The Jammu
and Kashmir Governot, Girish
Chandra Saxena, today said that
the doors were open for the po-
litical parties to come with a
“credible claim” to form the
government and there was no
deadline now for forming one.

Explaining the reasons for the
imposition of Governor's rule in
the State, Mr. Saxena said he
tried all the options for having a
new government in place before
October 17. “Since the verdict
was a fractured one, a fluid and
complex situation was created,”
he told a news conference at the

Raj Bhgvan here.
"I/D%Y( an initiative and wrote

The Jammu and Kashmir
Govemor, G.C. Saxena.

letters to the heads of three ma-
jor political parties — the Na-
tional Conference, the Congress

and the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) — and wanted to
benefit from their views,” said
Mr. Saxena. “After the first
round of talks with them I asked
these parties to come by Octo-
ber 21 with all the relevant doc-
uments as evidence for the
support of the required number
of members in the House. How-
ever, on October 17, the former
Chief Minister, Farcoq Abdul-
lah, expressed his inability to
continue as caretaker head of
the government. I told him that
there is no such deadline in the
Constitution requiring the Chief
Minister to resign in the ab-
sence of a new government and
he could consider continuing in
office,” he explained. “But after

y

po/

he rdfused to continue, a situa-
tion pf breakdown in constitu-
tiondl machinery arose and I
had to initiate action and could
not avoid Governor’s rule”.

Responding to a question, he
said that it was not feasible to
swear in a Chief Minister in
three to four hours and since no
claim was pending.

The parties were free to come
with the required numbers and
stake their claim even beyond
October 21. “The doors are
open,” he said. “I cannot say
how long Governor’s rule will
continue. It could be short and
even a bit longer but my effort |
will be to keep it shorter.” g

!
Cong. to go it alone?: Page 8 y
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/ FAROOQ REFUSES :I:O CONTINUE AS CARETAKER CM -~

Governor’s rule imposed
"win Jammu and Kashmir

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, OCT. 17. Exactly after
the expiry of the six-year term
of the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly, Governor’s rule was
imposed tonight for six months
following the refusal of the out-
going Chief Minister, Farooq
Abdullah, to continue as care-
taker head of government.

The State Assembly, which
came into existence after the re-
cent elections, has been put un-
der suspended animation.

The Raj Bhavan issued two
notifications to the effect late in
the night. The Governor, Girish
Chandra Saxena, issued the no-
tifications after consulting a
battery of high-level State offi-
cials and the Union Home Min-
istry and after getting the
concurrence of the President.
However, political parties aspir-
ing to form the government in
the last seven days have been
asked to come at any time to
stake their claim after having
the magic number of 44 in the
87-member Assembly.

Earlier in the day, there was
high drama when Dr. Abdullah

called on Mr. Saxena and re-
quested him to relieve him of
his charge after midnight.

“I do not have the moral right
to continue as Chief Minister
since the Assembly by virtue of
which my Government was in
office would cease to exist to-
night” he told a press confer-
ence. “I am waiting for the
Governor's response. Then I
will decide” he said.

However, this was followed
by telephonic calls by the Prime
Minister, Mr. A.B. Vajpayee,
and the Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, who asked Dr. Ab-
dullah to continue.

The Governor, too, wrote to
him asking him to continue till
October 21, the deadline set for
political parties to come with
the majority needed to form the
government.

But late in the evening, Dr.
Abdullah conferred with his
party leaders and conveyed his
inability to continue as caretak-
er Chief Minister. This led to a
serious crisis in official and po-
litical circles which finally
forced the Governor to take the
extreme step.

The outgoing Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister,
Farooq Abdullah, at a press
conference at his residence
in Srinagar on Thursday. —
Photo: Nissar Ahmad

However, the Governor told
the political parties that they
were free to come anytime with
the numbers and stake their
claim.

“He told us that he can re-
voke the Governor's rule on

own once the parties comeAvith

numbers”’, the Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president and
Congresss  Legislature Party |
leader, Ghulam Nabi Azad, told
The Hindu late in the night. “We
will continue the efforts and try

to form the government as soon |

as possible”, he said.
He was, however, surprised

why Dr. Abdullah took more |

\
l
x

|

than 10 hours to convey the de- |

cision to the Governor.

'

The Legislature Party leader of 1

the People’s Democratic Forum
(PDF) and CPI (M) State Secre-
tary, Mohammad Yousuf Tariga-
mi, said “this is unfortunate and
the vested interests right from

Srinagar to Delhi have finally '

succeeded in subverting the
democratic process’’.

The National Conference had
emerged as the single largest
party with 28 seats followed by
the Congress with 20 and the
People’s Democratic Party with
16. The Congress and the PDP
had started negotiations on gov-
ernment formation but failed to

“agree on the issue of Chief

Ministership.

Independents’ claim: Page 11
e
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J&K Governor gives

g ® -
' time till
{ w By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, |0CT. 16. Giving more time for govern-
ment formation, the Jammu and Kashmir Gover-
nor, Girish Chandra Saxena, today asked the
National Conference, the Congress and the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP) to come out with
the numbers by October 21. The term of the State
Assembly is expiring tomorrow.

However, the stalemate between the Congress
and the PDP over power-sharing continued for
the sixth day and the People’s Democratic Fo-
rum, third group, appealed to both the parties to
sink their differences in the larger interest of the
people.

In separate communications to the National
Conference president, Omar Abdullah, the State
Congress president, Ghulam Nabi Azad, and the
PDP president, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, Mr.
Saxena said they should clarify by October 21
whether their parties had the requisite support of
44 members in the 87-member Assembly to stake
claim for power. “His Excellency has, on the re-
quest of various leaders, extended the time for
government formation and letters have been sent
accordingly asking them to meet him along with
the duly elected leaders of the Legislative Party at
a mutually convenient time on any day before 5
p.m. on October 21 to clarify whether their party
has the requisite support among the members of
the Assembly to form a stable government,” a Raj
Bhavan communique said.

“Any of the leaders of these parties making
such a claim would need to bring along the nec-
essary evidence in their support, including any
relevant resolutions of their party, and, or, the
legislature party as well as valid letters of support
from concerned parties or groups of individual

Oct. 21

members who have given their clear agreement
to join or support the government of their party
or a coalition of which their party is a member.”

Earlier in the day, Mr. Azad, also the CLP lead-
er, and the PDF legislature party leader and CPI
(M) State secretary, Mohammad Yusuf Tarigami,
met Mr. Saxena and sought more time to bring
about an agreement on government formation.

Mr. Abdullah and Mr. Sayeed also met the Gov-
ernor. Sources said that after meeting the leaders,
Mr. Saxena had a telephonic conversation with
the Deputy Prime Minister, L. K. Advani.

Mr. Azad told reporters at the Raj Bhavan that
he had another round of talks with Mr. Sayeed in
the morning and “both of us agreed to seek fur-
ther time from the Governor. [ conveyed to Mutti
saheb that the issue should not revolve around
Chief Ministership and that we should instead
keep in mind the interests and aspirations of the
people... talks will continue and [ am hopeful of
an agreement.”

Mr. Tarigami said “if the stalemate continues,
Governor's rule becomes inevitable. (In accord-
ance with the State’s Constitution, the Governor
should have assumed power by Thursday). So we
have appealed to both the Congress and the PDP
to sink their differences... the verdict is a histor-
ical opportunity and is not in favour of a partic-
ular party but for a change.” He admitted that his
formula, which was for a greater representation
to the PDP in the Cabinet and the Chief Minis-
ter's post to the Congress, had not worked.

The Panther’s Party, which has four members
in the Assembly, meanwhile, urged the parties to
come closer to form a government and keep the
National Conference out of power. its president,
Bhim Singh, pledged his party’s support to a Con-
gress-led government. /
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F THE credit for what has been
widely acknowledged as a free
and fair election in Jammu and
Kashmir should go primarily to
the dogged efforts of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner, J.M. Lyngdoh, to
ensure the transparency and the se-
curity of the electoral process, thus
producing a result that is credible as
it is promising, the real heartwarmer
was the fact that large numbers of
Kashmiris voted, thereby signalling
their willingness to renew their faith
in the Indian democratic system. The
defeat of the National Conference, a
partner in the NDA coalition ruling at
Delhi, the strong electoral showing of
the Congress party and the emer-
gence of the People’s Democratic
Party have yielded space for a fresh
set of political interlocutors who can
now commit themselves to work for a
genuine resolution of Kashmir’s iden-
tity crisis. With the international
community, particularly the United
States showing no hesitation in pro-
nouncing the J&K elections as “cred-
ible” and “free and fair”, it is for the
Indian Union to seize the moment
and utilise the political space that is
clearly opening up for fresh initiatives
from New Delhi to reach out to the
embittered and weary Kashmiris.
But it must be recognised that the
holding of the elections to the State
Assembly cannot be seen as an end in
itself and the Vajpayee administra-
tion would do well to eschew the
temptation of indulging in trium-
phalist rhetoric and using this as an-
other opportunity to gloat over the
contrast with a more beleaguered Pa-
kistan. More than anything, the Kash-
miri electorate appears to have not
only sidelined the National Confer-
ence but also has pointedly snubbed
the BJP which has won only one new
seat, losing all the eight it had won
earlier in the 1996 Assembly elec-
tions. It is clear that the Hindutva ma-
joritarian project which is in essence
the BJP’s primary political platform,
despite its protestations to the con-
trary, and which the NC had inexplic-
ably allowed itself to be associated
with when it joined the NDA coali-
tion, has been resoundingly rejected
in all the regions of J&K. The RSS’s
hard-sell of the trifurcation proposal
has evidently not found favour even
with the non-Muslim minorities in
the State. The fact that the Kashmiris
did determinedly vote in this elec-
tion, braving a hail of jehadi bullets
and bombs, also testifies to their ea-
gerness for a political solution which
can no longer be deferred.
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By Malini Parthasarathy

It is

likely that the Kashmiris whose historical

imagination remains fixated on the dream of
independence can be wooed back with anything
less than a dramatic paradigm shift towards
autonomy of a radical kind.

The Congress party which appears
most likely to lead the new Govern-
ment in Srinagar will have to live up
to the expectations implied in the
votes that were cast in these elec-
tions. The onus is now on the new
leaders in Srinagar to devise fresh po-
litical strategies to address the per-
sisting sense of the alienation of the
Kashmiri people. The Congress party
has had a long if complex historical
association with the Kashmir prob-
lem given the troubled dynamics of
the relationship that existed between
the Nehru family leaders and the Ab-
dullahs, which often erupted into
full-scale conflict and bitterness be-
tween the two, leading to the Con-
gress party’s own loss of credibility as
an interlocutor. Therefore it has now
to regain the political confidence that
it has lost. Complicating its task is the
political reality that these election re-
sults are more a reflection of the un-
popularity of the NC rather than the
appeal of any other party.

If the Congress is to make the most
of this new and historic opportunity
and is serious about leading the secu-
lar and pluralist forces in this country
in a principled resistance to the
Hindutva majoritarian project, Kash-
mir is a test-case of the sincerity of its
intentions and of the maturity of its
political approach. It is true that un-
der the leadership of Sonia Gandhi,
the Congress has been making a spir-
ited attempt to regain its moral au-
thority in terms of reclaiming the
high ground of India’s strong secular
and pluralist traditions. Shedding
much of its earlier ambivalence, the
Congress party has recently shown it-
self willing to assertively stand up for
the minorities, for the idea of a na-
tion-state based on the equality of all
communities, as in its political re-
sponse in Gujarat where it has shown
itself ready to do battle with the con-
frontationist and destructive policies
of Narendra Modi.

But there is no evidence as yet that
the Congress party and its leader are
willing to go further and break fresh
political ground in their attempt to
offer a credible and appealing alter-
native to the BJP-led NDA. Merely

swearing allegiance to secularism and
piously repeating slogans of yeste-
ryears would not really help in re-
building the Congress party’s image
as a party that means business. There
is still a strong impression that the
party’s political approach remains
timorous and lacks creativity when it
comes to figuring out new responses
to old problems such as Kashmir or
relations with Pakistan. The Congress
party has appeared to prefer to ad-
here to the time-worn and traditional
formulations adopted on these is-
sues. Even during the election cam-
paign in Jammu and Kashmir, while
Ms. Gandhi did promise an “uncon-
ditional” dialogue with the Kashmir
people, she seemed to carefully stop
short of spelling out her party’s stand
on the issue of the historically-man-
dated right of the Kashmiris to more
autonomy than in other Indian
States.

The Congress party is in fact well
placed to pick up the dialogue proc-
ess on autonomy, given that it was a
Congress Prime Minister, Indira
Gandhi, who more than three dec-
ades ago put her signature on an
agreement with Sheikh Abdullah,
reaffirming the State’s right to auton-
omy and vesting in it, the residuary
powers of legislation. The 1975 pact,
an updated version of the original
1952 agreement between Jawaharlal
Nehru and Sheikh Abdullah, con-
tained the core of an approach that
remains as valid today. If some of the
features of these accords have be-
come obsolete or rendered irrelevant
by the passage of time, it remains that
the Kashmiris feel betrayed that the
historical commitment of the Indian
nation to the Kashmiri people that
their accession to the Union would
always be contingent on the condi-
tion that the State would retain con-
trol of most of its own affairs, except
for defence, foreign affairs and com-
munications, has been repudiated.

Thus given that the Kashmiris,
much like the Sri Lankan Tamils,
have internalised in their imagination
the idea that their aspirations have
been cold-shouldered and that they
have been repeatedly betrayed with

moment for Kashmir

—

unkept promises and brute repres-
sion, it would be foolhardy and reck-
less to presume that if the situation is
left alone to “cool down”, their sense
of alienation will disappear. By all ac-
counts, the strong sense of anguish in
the Kashmir Valley that thousands of
young lives have been sacrificed for
the cause of “azadi” cannot be so eas-
ily diluted by suggestions that once
the spectre of jehadi terrorism is ban-
ished, normalcy will return. There
have been glib and misleading sug-
gestions that the political aspirations
of the Kashmiris can be managed
without having “to give away too
much”. These assertions apparently
bank upon winning the diplomatic
support of the U.S. and the interna-
tional community, and are premised
on the calculation that a Valley flood-
ed with a barrage of economic incen-
tives from New Delhi would be more
eager for integration with the Union.
But it is unlikely that the Kashmiris
whose historical imagination remains
fixated on the dream of independ-
ence can be wooed back with any-
thing less than a dramatic paradigm
shift towards autonomy of a radicai
kind. Even if the new leadership in
Srinagar is reluctant to pick up the
old texts of 1952 or 1975, it will have
to make the conceptual acknowledg-
ment that there is a historical and
Constitutionally-mandated commit-
ment on the part of the Indian Union
to the people of J&K to restore to
them the autonomy that was prom-
ised to them when they acceded to
India.

In a larger sense, the moment can-
not be more in India’s favour than it
is now as it proceeds to address the
one issue that has so severely tested
India’s political energies and diplo-
matic skills. All the indications are
that the international community has
welcomed these elections as the start
of a political process that will help
keep the Kashmiris within India’s
democratic framework. The Hurriyat
has been told bluntly that the inter-
national community will not support
the idea of an independent Kashmir
and more importantly, Pakistan has
been politely told by the U.S. that it is
not a good idea to sound contentious
on the election process in J&K. It is
now for India to strengthen the moral
authority of its rule in Kashmir by
honouring its promises to its people.
It would also have to embark on a
creative engagement of Pakistan
which will in the long run help to suc-
ceed in dissipating the challenge to
India’s sovereignty over Kashmir.
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CLP meet con

Vened

-]

to

decide on govt. formation

By Anita Joshua

NEW DELHI, OCT. 13. With the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP)
president, Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, insisting that his party
should lead the government in
Jammu and Kashmir, the hectic
parleys within the Congress
over government formation in
the State proved “inconclusive”
as the high command decided
to first ascertain the views of the
newly-elected MLAs before tak-
ing a final decision.

A meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) has
been convened for Monday af-
ternoon, and three senior Con-
gressmen — Ahmad Patel, R. K.
Dhawan and Satyajit Gaekwad
— have been asked to attend it
as observers.

However, it was not clear
whether the CLP would elect its
leader at the meeting as the
Congress Working Committee

i (CWC) member, Manmohan
i Singh, dodged the question.
| The Pradesh Congress Commit-
\ tee president, Ghulam Nabi
| ! Azad— who has twice post-
i poned his return to the State
I aver the past two days— will al-
| so attend the meeting.

| Briefing mediapersons after a
| four-and-a-half-hour-long

| meeting — the last of three to-
i day — Dr. Singh said all decj-
| sions pertaining to government
, formation would be taken after
" the meeting.

ommon agenda

About the Common Mini-
mum /Programme (CMP) —
ich PDP has been insisting
— for the coalition gov-
erfment, he said “discussions

have taken place on what ele-
ments should go into the CMP,”
but conceded that there were
some rough spots which needed
to be ironed out.

The decision to ascertain the
mind of the CLP was taken after
a meeting between the Con-
gress chief, Sonia Gandhi, and
Mr. Sayeed late today.

It was at this meeting — dur-
ing which Ms. Gandhi under-
lined the need for all
like-minded parties in the State
to work together to make the
best of the “unique opportuni-
ty”’ given to them by the electo-
rate — that Mr. Sayeed insisted
his party should lead the gov-
ernment.

In the morning, Mr. Sayeed
met the core group of Dr. Singh,
the CWC member, Arjun Singh,
Mr. Azad, and AICC general sec-
retary, Ambika Soni — who
have been advising Ms. Gandhi
on the government formation
— at Dr. Singh’s residence. This
was followed by a meeting of
the core group with Ms. Gandhi
at 10 Janpath.

Later, in the evening, she
convened an informal meeting
of the CWC, which was attend-
ed by R. K. Dhawan, Ahmad Pa-
tel, Mukul Wasnik, Oscar
Fernandes, Natwar Singh, Ma-
bavir Prasad and Motilal Vora,
besides the core group.

While the CWC met for an
hour-and-a-half, the core group
remained closeted at 10 Janpath
for another three hours before
coming out to brief the media.

Even as the Congress central
leadership has decided to await
the decision of the CLP on gov-
ernment formation, time is run-
ning out fast as a new

By Shujaat Bukhari

! SRINAGAR, OCT. 13. The NC
spokesman, Mohiuddin Shah,
today said that his party’s presi-
\ dent, Omar Abdullah, would
] meet the Governor on Monday
| in response to the invitation for
a consultation.

After an extraordinary meet-
ing of the party’s working com-
mittee, the spokesman said the
party was in touch with the in-
dependents. “Political beings
talk to political beings,” he said.

Asked whether the NC would
explore the possibilities of
forming the next government,
Mr. Shah said, “When the Pan-

NC keeps options open

ther’s Party president, Bhim
Singh, can stake claim with four
members, why can’t we think
on those lines, being the single
largest party’’.

He said, “How can we close
the doors? In politics, there are
always surprises.” Some of “our
rebels” have won the elections
and “they belong to our party”,
he said indicating that the
channels of communication
with the independents were
open. He said the party would
not pull out of the NDA at the
Centre but Mr. Abdullah had ex-
pressed his willingness to resign
as the Union Minister of State
for External Affairs.

dispensation has to be put in
place by mid-week.

Add to this the decision of the
National Conference to join the
race; particularly given the fact
that a senior PDP leader had
met the outgoing Chief Minis-
ter, Farooq Abdullah, the day af-
ter the results were out.

If that was not enough to
queer the pitch for the Con-
gress, the party was at odds to
explain the decision of Mr. Say-
eed to meet the Deputy Prime
Minister, L. K. Advani, this
morning. Though in the know
of the meeting, Mr. Sayeed ap-
parently did not take his poten-
tial allies into confidence as to
what transplred in the meenng

Governor invites
parties for

consultations
By Our Special
Correspondent

SRINAGAR, OCT. 13. The Jam-

mu and Kashmir Gover-
nor, G.C. Saxena, has
invited the chiefs of three
major political parties for :
consultations in the run-
up to the formation of the
next government. ‘
“His Excellency has in- |
vited the presidents of the |
National Conference and |
the People’s Democratic |
Party and the State presi- |
dent of the Congress for |
consultations before Octo- |
ber 15,” Arun Kumar, Sec- ‘
retary to Governor, told |
!

The Hindu. The term of
the present Assembly ex-
pires on October 17.

The PDP president,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, |
and the State Congress
president, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, will meet the Gover-
nor on Tuesday. Both were |
in New Delhi today for
consultations on govern-
ment formation. The Con-
gress Legislature Party is
also meeting here tomor-
row to discuss the issue.
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} Our office will remain |

closed today on account |
of Ayudha Pooja and |
there will be no issue of ]
THE HINDU dated |

15th October, 2002.
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“Panthers Party
chief stakes ~
claim in J&K
0 —

X\‘) By Our Staff Repor{ﬁ{é\:? \’

JAMMU, OCT. 12. The Jammu and |
Kashmir Panthers Party chief, |
Bhim Singh, today said that all |
the parties should support him !
for the post of Chief Minister.
The party has four legislators |
in the 87-member State As-
sembly, all of whom are from the !
Jammu region. They hold the |
balance of power where the pro-
spective Congress-PDP alliance
has a total of 36 members.
Speaking to reporters after the
party’s executive meeting here
today, Mr. Singh said, “our exec-
utive meeting has decided to ask
each and every political party to
support my claim as the Chief
Minister of the State.” Justifying
his claim, he said, “people have
rejected every other party's
Chief Ministerial candidate.”
Political parties, including the
National Conference, could
support the Panthers Party to
form a government on its merits
as was done when Chandra
Shekhar formed the govern-
ment at the Centre in 1990 even
though his party had a very

small number oihi?f/




‘CHIEF MINISTERSHIP{A NON-ISSUE

ufti, Sonia to confer on

Y GS»“‘/ gOVt
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By Anita joshua 9,

NEW DELHI, OCT. 12. Their num-
bers “ensured”, efforts to put
together a coalition govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir
began in right earnest today
with the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) president, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, meeting
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, here.

However, no information
was forthcoming from either
party on what transpired at the
meeting, which lasted for half-
an-hour. Apparently, Mr. Say-
eed had insisted on meeting
Ms. Gandhi alone.

Prior to her meeting with Mr.
Sayeed, the Congress president
held discussions with the Pra-
desh Congress Committee pres-
ident, Ghulam Nabi Azad, and
her political secretary, Ambika
Soni, who had campaigned ex-
tensively in the State.

All that Mr. Sayeed told
mediapersons about the talks
on government formation,
while leaving 10 Janpath was
that “we discussed how to meet
the challenge before us, be-
cuause the people have great ex-
pectations from us”’.

He said they had detailed dis-
cussions on issues pertaining to
Kashmir, the turnout and the
verdict. “We had detailed dis-
cussions on how to form the
government,” he said without
elaborating.

Though the Congress leader-
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The PDP president, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
on arrival at the Palam airport in New Delhi
on Saturday. — Photo: Sandeep Saxena

ship was equally tight-lipped,
there were indications that
there could be another meeting
between Ms. Gandhi and Mr.
Sayeed tomorrow.

Following her meeting with
Mr. Sayeed, Ms. Gandhi is said
to have had further discussions
with Ms. Soni and Mr. Azad,
who postponed his return to
Srinagar today, in the wake of

e o

B oAk

theMufti's decision to come to
the Capital.

In a related development, the
Jammu and Kashmir Governor
has sent a letter to Mr. Azad
communicating his desire to
have discussions before Octo-
ber 15, on the evolving political
situation in the State. Also, ac-
cording to Congress sources
here, the Legislature party is

SHE Y

r'u

ormation in J&K

likely to meet on Monday to
elect its leader. That the coali-
tion will be stitched up in the
Capital is now almost certain as
Mr. Sayeed is not the only pos-
sible ally of the Congress to ar-
rive here to meet Ms. Gandhi.
She was also slated to meet one
of the two CPI (M) MLAs, Mo-
hammad Yusuf Tarigami, in the
evening, as part of the exercise
of speaking to all potential part-
ners in the coalition.

Though the two key partners
are not revealing their mind,
elected MLAs of the Congress —

3 which is back in the reckoning in

State politics after 27 years —
are said to be rather reluctant to
hand over the office of Chief
Minister to the PDP, which is
said to be lobbying for the post
on the premise that it has a
stronger hold over the Valley.
Till now all Chief Ministers of
the strife-torn State have come
from the Valley. However, upon
his arrival in the Capital, Mp1
Sayeed told reporters that “Chfef |
Ministership was a non-issue.”
Given the ticklish nature of
the issue, there is talk of having a f
Chief Minister and a Deputy
Chief Minister — something Mr.
Azad had been advocating right |
through the campaign — to give f
due representation to the two |
regions of Jammu and Kashmir. '
But, the issue that needs to be
clinched is which region the |
Chief Minister will be from. ;
Jethmalani for |
amnesty: Page 8 '
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/ TOP POST A TICKLISH ISSUE

Valley waits for

&

NEW DELHI, Oct. 11. ~ With the Congress
having the numbers and PDP’s trump card
being the Valley’s emotions, the ticklish
issue about who will be the chief minister in
the Congress-PDP coalition in Jammu and
Kashmir will take time to get sorted out.

As indication of this, the Congress today
remained non-committal on the issue of .
government formation in the state. After an
hour-long meeting of the CWC, party
spokesman Mr Jaipal Reddy said details
were yet to be worked out. The CWC passed
a resolution author-

" 1ts new CM

9- & ')5\@

that it is the Valley Kashmiris who have
suffered the most in militant violence.
Therefore, the highest post should be left to
a Valley resident. Besides, convention holds
that a Kashmiri Muslim has always been the
chief minister of the state.

A confidant of Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed told The Statesman from Srinagar:
“Leave aside the convention, it is the Valley
Kashmiris who have been suffering the
most due to militancy. Kashmir is a complex
issue and the Valley people have faced
extreme conditions. In such circumstances
if others snatch away even the right to
install a chief minister

ising Mrs Sonia Gandhi Y from the Valley what
to take a decision on . Farooq qults will be left for us
the formation of the SRINAGAR, Farooq (Valley) then?”

new government.

Mr Reddy evaded a
query on whether the
Congress will “head”
the  government. He
described the PDP as a
“like-minded” party
and said the Congress
was “in touch with it
for forming a post-poll

Abdullah res
ster today. ' e
resignation to the or, Mr GC
Saxena, after a Cabinet meeting.

The PDP vice-president, Mr
Muzzaffar Beig, today met Dr
Abdullah at his residence. Both were
closeted for over 90 minutes. Later,
Dr Abdullah described the meeting as
a courtesy call. — SNS & PT1

But the people of
Jammu feel that since
it has voted the Cong-
ress to power with a big
victory margin, the
chief minister’s post
should ultimately go to
none except that party
and someone from
their region.

alliance”. He said “if

the Congress heads the government,
naturally the PCC president will be the
chief minister”.

Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad, who reached
here to attend the CWC meeiing, is
expected to travel to the Valley tomorrow
for a meeting with Mufti Mohd Sayeed.
Sources do not rule out the two leaders, if
they fail to work it out between themselves,
thinking of a “compromise candidate”.
According to sources Mr Azad is striking a
posture of a being a “bit reluctant” to bid
for the chief ministership.

But the PDP’s plus point is the sentiments
of the Valley Kashmiris. The party, which
1as established its credentials in the Valley
wy eating into the vote bank of the NC, feels

Besides, the image of
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed will not help the
PDP. A former Congressman, Mufti has the
image of a man with “rigid” views. People
also have not forgotten December 1989
when he released five militauts to buy the
freedom of his abducted daughter, Rubaiya.

But Mehbooba Mufti, who claimed that
she was not in race for the chief minister’s
post, said there could be no other person
who could be considered more mature than
her father. “He is acceptable to all the three
regions of the state”, she said.

Mufti is unlikely to visit Delhi soon.
Sources close to him said he would first like
to take the party workers into confidence.
He has called a party meeting tomorrow.

Another report on page 4
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-Anti-NC wave pave

o6 &

H Bula Devi in New Delhi

Oct. 10. — The anti-National Conference
wave sweeping Jammu and Kashmir blew
away the Abdullah family-led party and
catapulted the Congress and the relatively
new People’s Democratic Party to the cen-
trestage. Both the parties have confusion in
the NC ranks and the BJP’s inconsistency
to thank for their spectacular performance.

Mr Mufti Mohammed Sayeed’s PDP,
formed about six tears ago, was able to
make inroads in the Valley by tactically
focussing its election agenda on people-
oriented issues like tripartite or trilateral
dialogues on Kashmir for the welfare of
the Kashmiris, Pota, terror created by the
STG-SOG. With the anti-NC feeling run-
ning high, people found a credible oppo-
sition only in the PDP.

The Congress gained in the Jammu re-
gion primarily because of the BJP’s flip-
flop policy and the party’s total ignorance
of the ground realities in the state. But it
made its presence felt in the Valley too
despite being a national party and not a
regional one.

The NC was aware from the beginning
that its prospects were not bright. None of
the party leaders ever commented on pos-
sible victory margins but they certainly did
not predict such a disastrous perform-
ance. Its commitment to hold fair elec-
tions has actually cost the party heavily.

The NC came to power in 1996 with a
lot of promise which remained undeliv-
ered. Their poll plank then was autonomy
which the party failed to deliver ham-
strung as it was by its alliance with the
NDA at the Centre. Corruption charges
against the NC too proved to be its undo-
ing. The reported father-son differences
took its toll. Dr Farooq Abdullah was dis-

illusioned with the Cen-
tre after it had failed to
keep its word on “reha-
bilitating” him in New
Delhi. Had he not taken
the Centre’s “promises”
so seriously, he could
have waited for some
time instead of hurried-
ly handing over the par-
ty reigns to Mr Omar
Abdullah, still consid-
ered a novice in state
politics.

Ditched by the Centre,
Dr Abdullah locked him-
self up and initially re-
fused to campaign for the
party. Mr Abdullah’s
straight talking were not
acceptable to old-timers.
Having realised that the
anti-incumbency factor
would work against the [
party, he started dump- §
ing the old guard and |
brought in new faces. But
that did not work. When §
Dr Abdullah hit the cam-
paign trail after the death
of Mushtaq Lone in Lo-
lab constituency, it was
too late.

\_
S way for
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coalition

The junior Abdullah
lost the Ganderbal seat,
virtually an Abdullah
family bastion for decades. Many other NC
stalwarts like Assembly Speaker Mr Abdul
Ahad Vakil, a close associate of Sheikh
Mohammed Abdullah, education minister
Mohd Shafi and information and tourism
minister Mr Ajatshatru Singh, son of Dr
Karan Singh, bowed out. Dr Mustafa Ka-
mal, younger brother of Dr Abdullah, lost

P

o <1 A TERMAK

GIANT KILLER: Supporters of PDP's Mr Qazi Ahmed Afzal carry him out f theCentu Hotel counting centre in |
Srinagar on Thursday after he defeated Mr Omar Abgullah in the Ganderbal constituency. — AFP

to the PDP stalwart, Mr Ghulam Hassan
Mir, from Gulmarg constituency.

The PDP vice-presidents — Mehbooba
Mufti, prominent lawyer Mr Muzaffar
Hussein  and former minister Mr Man-
gat Ram Sharma — emerged victorious.
Among the NC, finance minister Mr Ab-
dul Rahim Rather, Shia leader Mr Iftikhar

Hussein Ansari, ministers Mr Ajay Sadh
tra and Mian Altaf retained their sea
The CPI-M leader, Mohd. Yusuf Tarigar
retained his seat. Former minister Mr B
kim Mohammed Yaseen, former depu
Speaker Moulvi Abdul Rashid and M
Ashwini Kumar of the RSS-backed Jam-
mu State Morcha won their seats.
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& -+ A STRIKING VERDICT .,

IT V\XS ALWAYS likely that the Jammu and
Kashmir election would throw up a hung As-
sembly, but few people — if any — could have
predicted it would be hung in such an un-
expected and astonishing fashion. Above ev-
erything else, the results point towards the
huge advances made by the Congress (largely
at the cost of the BJP in the Jammu region)
and the recently formed People’s Democratic
Party (almost wholly at the cost of the Nation-
al Conference in the Kashmir region). The
voting in these two regions exhibited marked-
ly different patterns but when read together
the split verdict clearly suggested that a strong
anti-incumbency sentiment pervaded the
State. A dull governance record, the failure to
deliver on greater devoiution and an inexplic-
able partnership with the BJP were at least
some of the many reasons for the dismal per-
formance of the National Conference. The
most striking symbol of the near rout of this
party was of course the shocking defeat of the
NC president, Omar Abdullah, in Ganderbal, a
pocket borough of the family from the time of
his grandfather, Sheikh Abdullah. Although
the NC has little to cheer about, it can take
some comfort from the fact that it garnered
more votes and won more seats than any
other party.

The results also tell a story about the nature
of the election itself. They suggest, despite
some shortcomings here and some aberra-
tions there, that the elections were by and
large free and fair and that the allegations of
extensive rigging and coercion were false and
misleading. They also indicate that the elec-
tions might have thrown up even more sur-
prising results had the participation been
wider and had the polls not been boycotted
by the parties which make up the Hurriyat
Conference.

Nevertheless, the manner in which the poll
was conducted, the courageous participation
of the electorate in the face of jehadi threats

and the shape of the results have together
signalled a commitment to democracy, a de-
sire for a peaceful settlement of the Kashmir
problem, and possibly a stinging rebuke to the
terrorism of the jehadi forces.

Viewed against the State’s political history
— wheére, barring intermittent spells of Presi-
dent’s Rule, the National Conference has ruled
continuously since 1975 — this election has
ushered in an extraordinary change. In all like-
lihood, Jammu and Kashmir seems set to be
run by a coalition headed by the Congress and
the fledgling PDP. Not swrprisingly, there is
speculation about the exact nature of the new
arrangement, but at the end of the day the
questions of immediate political detail (such
as who will be Chief Minister) are less impor-
tant than the more enduring questions of pol-
icy (such as the initiatives to be taken to
address core issues of the Kashmir imbraoglio).
Unlike most other States in India, the issues in
Jammu and Kashmir go beyond governance
and day-to-day administration. They involve
taking creative steps towards acknowledging
the fundamental sense of alienation in the
Kashmir Valley, towards persuading all sec-
tions (including those represented by the Hur-
riyat) to participate in the political process and
towards finding a way to vest more decision-
making power in the hands of the people.
Needless to say, the Centre is a vital player in
this exercise. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, whose Kashmir policy has been fail-
tering and indecisive, has promised he will talk
unconditionally to elected representatives and
others once the elections are over. The suc-
cessful completion of the elections and the
swearing in of a new Government represent

the first steps towards addressing the larger |

problems including aspirations for more au-
tonomy in Jammu and Kashmir. The real
strides will be taken only when the core issues
that afflict this troubled State are addressed.
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/ OMAR LOSES; NC GETS 28 SEATS, CONG.

20, PDP 16

"» NG swept out of

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, OCT. 10. The ruling
National Conference (NC) in
Jammu and Kashmir was swept
out of power today with the par-
ty bagging only 28 out of the 87
Assembly seats for which elec-
tions were held in four phases,
counting of which was taken up
today.

The Congress and the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP),
headed by the former Union
Home Minister, Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed, emerged as
potential forces to stake claim
to form a government with the
help of some other parties.

However, the NC has
emerged as the single largest
party. The worst setback for it
was the defeat of its president
and Union Minister of State for
External Affairs, Omar Abdul-
lah, at the prestigious Gander-
bal constituency. He lost to the

Mehbooba Muftl...
ascendant

in the

mar Abduliah... What

went wrong?

PDP’s Qazi Mohammad Afzal
by 2808 votes.

For the first time after the NC
patriarch, the late Sheikh Ab-
dullah, entered into an agree-
ment with New Delhi in 1975,
the party is facing such a defeat.
The NC is followed by the Con-
gress with 20 seats and the PDP
with 16. While the independ-
ents have got 15 seats, the Pan-
ther’s Party has improved its
tally taking four seats, followed
by the CPI(M), which has re-
tained the Kulgam seat with the
re-election of Mohammad You-
suf Tarigami. It has wrested the
Wachi seat from the NC. The
BJP also has suffered a severe
jolt, winning only one seat (Na-
grota) as against six in 1996. The
Bahujan Samaj Party has also
lost three seats and won only
one. However, the NC has
wrested Sonwari and Kalakote

Qazi Mohamma of the
PDP... Giant killer

from the Awami League and the
Congress respectively. In 1996,
it had a landslide victory with 58
seats in its bag.

The Congress put up an im-
pressive show in the Jammu di-
vision , which contributed 15 of
the 20 seats in its kitty. The Divi-
sion with a total of 37 seats, gave
a major blow to the National
Conference whose tally was
down from 14 to nine.

Many Ministers lose

Apart from Omar Abdullah,
the NC stalwarts who have lost
the elections include the Minis-
ters, Mohammad Shafi, Sheikh
Mustafa Kamal, Chowdary Mo-
hammad Ramzan, Peerzada
Ahmed Shah, Surjit Singh Sa-
lathia, Harbans Singh, Khalid
Suhrawardy, Sakina Ittoo, Bash-
ir Ahmed Nengroo and Ajat
Shatru Singh. The Speaker of

A vote for India’s unity: PM

& D4 K_

power

By Amit Baruah

COPENHAGEN, OCT. 10. The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, said today that the vote in
Jammu and Kashmir was for India’s unity,
Kashmiriyat and against Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism and Islamabad’s  anti-India
propaganda. ;

In a statement here, he said: “Before the start
of the electoral process, we had pledged that the
elections would be free and fair. This promise,
too, has been fulfilled.”

“I would also like to assure that the Centre
would work in close cooperation with the elect-
ed representatives in Srinagar to fulfil the aspi-
rations of the people.”

“The people of Jammu and Kashmir have giv-

en their verdict. And the winner, clearly, is In-
dia’s democracy,” Mr. Vajpayee said while
extending his “hearty congratulations” to the
“courageous and patriotic” people of all the
three regions of the State.

“Both before and during the course of the
elections to the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly,
T had stated that irrespective of which candidate
or party won, the vote would be for India’s uni-
ty, integrity and democracy, it would be a vote
against Pak.-sponsored terrorism and Pakis-
tan’s anti-India propaganda.”

“Braving the reign of terror unleashed by Pa-
kistan-backed terrorist outfits and disregarding
the call for the boycott of the polls, the people of
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh participated in
the elections in large numbers,” Mr. Vajpayee
said.

the Assembly, Abdul Ahad Vakil,
also lost. However, Abdur Ra-
him Rather, Ali Mohammad Sa- |
gar, Mian Altaf Ahmed, Iftikhar |
Ansari and Ajay Sadhotra, all of | 1
them Ministers, have retained '

their seats with a thin margin. .

In the Opposition camp, the |
winners include the PDP vice- '
presidents, Muzaffar Beig and
Mehbooba Mufti, and senior
leaders Ghulam Hassan Mir,
Abdul Aziz Zargar, Javed Musta-
fa Mir and Ghulam Nabi Lone.

In the Congress, the State
party chief, Ghulam Nabi Azad’s
kin, Mohammad Sharief Niaz,
wrested the Bhaderwah seat
from the BSP State chief, Sheikh
Abdur Rehman.

In the Kashmir valley, the
party sprang a surprise by win-
ning four seats —Taj Mohiud-
din (Uri), Peerzada Mohammad
Sayeed  (Kokernag), Abdur
Rasheed (Sopore) and Moham-
mad Shafi Bhat (Amirakadal).

Independents
bag 15 seats

The major share, however,
was taken by the Independents,
who won 15 seats. Out of three
People’s Conference rebels, on-
ly one, Mohiuddin Sofi, won the
Handwara seat by defeating the
NC'’s senior Minister, Chowdary

Cong. upbeat; BIP rout

complete: Page 11
sahlb the former M1n1ster Ha~
keem Yaseen, an NC rebel, won
the seat whereas the Awami
League wrested the Bandipore
seat from the NC with its candi-
date, Usman Majid, winning by
a margin of 284 seats.

In Kupwara, the result was
unexpected with the former
Minister, Ghulam Qadir Mir,
losing to the NC’s sitting MLA,
Saifullah, with a thin margin.

The Doda seat was also
wrested by an Independent
candidate, Majid Wani, from
the NC by defeating the Minis-
ter of State for Home, Khalid
Najib Suhrawardy. The NC lost
the Kargil seat where an Inde-
pendent, Haji Nissar Ali, has de-
feated the Minister of State,
Qamar Ali Akhoon. However, it
retained Zanskar where Mo-
hammad Abbas has been
re-elected.

In Leh and Nobra, two Inde-
pendents, Pintoo Narboo and
Rigzin Jora, were declared elect-
ed unopposed with the support
of the Ladakh UnigwTerritory
Front.




“EU, India agree to
disagree on J&K

Oct. 10. — Sharp dlfferences
the Jammu and Kashmir issde
threatened to derail the India-
European Union summit today.

Ultimately, the two sides
agreed, not very politely, to disa-
gree but no mention of political
differences in South Asia was
made in the joint press statement
issued at the end of the meeting
between Mr Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee and his Danish ¢ountetpart,
Mr Anders. Fogh Rasmussen,
with the EU high representatwe
Mr Javier Solana, sitting in.

The EU stuck to its stand that
India should “de-escalate” and
resume talks while the Indian
team said no talks were possible
till there was cross-border terror-
ism. This resulted in acrimonious
exchanges with both sides agree-
ing at the end to make no men-
tion of the issue.

Officials were seething at what
they said was “a complete lack of
awareness or sensitivity” to In-
dia’s position. “Small courtries
need to flex their muscles to as-
sert their authority when they as-
sume positions of power,” offi-
cidls said, con g that Mr

Vajpayee, Mr Yashwant Sinha .
- sate briefing for the Indian media

~ Mr Brajesh Mishra “gave them a -
earful” on Pakistdn targeting the:

and National Security Adviser

J&K AsSemb[y polls and how

vthh both sxdes - SNS

there was no question of talks till
terrorism ended.

At a joint interaction with the
media later, Mr Rasmussen said:
“We urge India to de-escalate ten-
sions” and urge “a dialogue” on
the nuclear issue and “a dialogue
among all stake holders in J&K”.

According to Mr Chris Patten,
the Gu)arat issue was “touched
upon”, but Indian officials said
the reference was to the terrorist
attack at Akshardham.

Mr Sinha (who called a seps-

after the joint session) said there

was no logic in the stand adoptod

by the EU team.
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" 44% VOTED IN 4-PHASE J&K POLLS

Doda rises to

JAMMU/ NEW DELHI, Oct. 8. — Belying
fears of militant attacks and a consequent

low voter turnout, the overall poll
percentage in the four phases of Assembly
elections in Jammu and Kashmir is
expected to be around 45 per cent.

In the fourth phase
today, 52 per cent polls
were cast in Doda — the
highest among all the four
phases. Lolab, where elec-
tions were countermanded
after the death of the
National Conference can
didate, touched 44 per cent.

At a press conference in
Srinagar, J&K - chief electoral ofﬁcer Mr
Pramod Jain said Inderwal constituency in
Doda recorded the highest percentage of
polling — 61 peér cent. Militant-infested

Banihal constituency recorded 41 per cent .

polling. The figures were tentative and
details would pour in shortly, he said.

State chief secretary Mr IS Maihi
complimented the people for turning up to
vote braving militant threats. He
congratulated the Election Commission for
ensuring free, fair and transparent polls
despite adversities. The Centre and the
Election Commission are satisfied with the

call of ballots
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overall poll percentage and the voter
turnout. Holding “free and fair” elections in
the state has been a tough challenge amid
militant threats. According to Kashmir
watchers, the-electorate was convinced that
elections would be “free and fair” and not a

repeat of the “rigged-1996”, and they
willingly turned up to vote.
, 2o Addressing a  press

. conference in New Delhi,
Deputy Election Com-
: missioner - Mr Sayan
- Chatterje¢ said: “Given the/
ircumstances and the
. militants’ threat dissuading
. people from participating
. in the elections, a straight
| average of 44 per cent is
very satlsfactory The first phase recorded
47 per cent of polling, second phase 41 per,
cent, third phase 42 per cent and in the
fourth phase, Doda recorded 52 per cenf
and Lolab constituency 44 per cent. He said
the overall poll percentage of the elections
would be between 44 and 45 per cent. .
Trends are expected to emerge early thi¢
time as EVMs were used. Detailed
instructions have been issued for the countin,
process. Returning Officers have been ask
not to declare results before they are
approved by observers, Mr Chatterjee said.
More reports, photograph on page 4
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'NC upbeat, Opposition
hopes for hung House

Arun Joshi > S
Jammu, October 6 1 ’7
WITH CAMPAIGNING over for
the last phase of polling in Jam-
mu & Kashmir, the rival camps
today made conflicting claims.
The National Conference exuded
confidence that it would win at
least 50 seats and a form a Gov-
ernment of its own, while the
Opposition pinned its hopes on a
hung Assembly to cobble togeth-
er an alternative Government.

Mocking the NC’s optimism,
the Opposition, particularly the
BJP, claimed the verdict would
be spilt and the NC was in for a
shock. “The NC, which ruled
with a two-thirds majority, will
be reduced to an Opposition par-
ty,” Minister of State for Defence
* Chaman Lal Gupta said.

He predicted a hung House,
raising hopes in the Congress
and the PDP, which are banking
on Independents to take them to
the magic number of 44 in a
House of 87.

Informed sources said the
‘Congress had already “sought
the support” of the separatist
People’s Conference, a Hurriyat
Conference constituent, to form
an alternative Government. The

A

Encounter deaths

FIVE MILITANTS and two
Army jawans were killed and
seven soldiers injured in two
incidents in Rajouri and Do-
da on Sunday. Ultras fired on
two vehicles carrying a pa-
trol party of Rashtriya Rifles
in Pangai, killing two jawans
and injuring seven others.
The jawans retaliated and
two militants were killed.
Three more militants were
killed at Dessa-Ghai of Doda

in an encounter with
Rashtriya Rifles troops.
PTI, Jammu

two undeclared allies are hoping
to poll enough votes to form a
Government and push the NC to
the Opposition Benches.

NC president Omar Abdullah
who pegged his party's cam-
paign on the issues of stability,
new opportunities for the youth
and development of the State’s
remote and backward areas, said
the “people have once again’
trusted the National Confer-
ence”. “They have voted for the
NC in the first three phases and

s -

they will vote for us in the fourth
phase oh Tuesday”, he told Hin-
dustan Times today.

The NC has 59 members in the
outgoing Assembly. But this time
it has had to contend with a spir-
ited counter-campaign by a
resurgent Congress, which has
alternatively played the roles of
a friendly and rival group since
the 1977 elections. The NC has
also had to defend its. alliance
with the BJP, a party with which
it had no ideological compatibil-
ity. The Congress has accused it
of “political opportunism”.

The NC has another rival in
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed’s Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party.

The Opposition has focused its
attack on corruption and ‘non-
governance’ under the NC’s dis-
pensation. It has also harped on
the Government’s failure to end
terrorism in the State, blaming
the NC for creating conditions
that have allowed the growth.of
terrorism.

While the BJP. and Congress
have charged Farooq Abdullah’s
party with lack of will, the PDP
has accused it of using the secu-
rity forces against innocents,
and creating militants out of
peace-loving citizens.

CUSTAN TME.



./ DSP DIES IN 12-HOUR ENCOUNTER
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killed

By Luv Puri

HIRANAGAR (KATHUA DT.), OCT. 3.
Two terrorists, who mowed
down eight civilians here on
Tuesday, were killed after a 12
hour-long combing operation
by the Army and police today.

In the encounter, the DSP,
Jagtar Singh, lost his life and
two constables suffered bullet
wounds.

The injured were rushed to
the Government Medical Col-
lege, Jammu, where they were
declared out of danger.

Police sources told The Hindu
that last night a radio conversa-
tion between the militants and
their mentors from across the
International Border was inter-
cepted.

During the conversation, the
latter gave details of the route to
be followed by the militants
while returning to Shakargarh
tehsil of Pakistan. On the basis
of this information, a police
team, headed by Mr. Singh,
rushed to the Jandi Nala area of
Hiranagar, 3 km from the Jam-
mu-Pathonkot National High-
way. As the search was on, the
militants, hiding under a bridge
opened fire.

In the exchange of fire, a ter-
rorist was killed even as his ac-
complice engaged the troops till
this morning. The second ter-
rorist was finally killed around
10 a.m.

Talking to presspersons, the
DIG (Jammu), Dilbagh Singh,
said, “The terrorists were Pakis-
tani nationals and have been

J&K bus attackers
gunbattle

Securitymen near the body of one of the terrorists killed after an encounter

identified as Abu Talla and Abu
Sama.” An assault rifle, a wire-
less set and dry fruits were reco-
vered from the terrorists, who
were wearing police uniforms.

A huge quantity of explosives
was also recovered.

Mr. Singh said that a search
was on for another terrorist. The
entire stretch from Londi to
Sherpur, close to the Interna-

in Hiranagar on Thursday. — PTI

tional Border, had been cor-
doned off by police.

In another incident in the
Jammu division, Army person-
nel gunned down seven mili-
tants when they were trying to
cross the border near the Lan-
jyote forward post in Balakot
sector.

The operation was led by
Captain Dilip Jha, who was

killed in the operation. Captain
Jha, who hailed from Bihar, was
described as a brave officer by
his colleagues.

On Wednesday, the Army ha&
foiled an infiltration bid in the
Mandi area of Poonch district
by gunning down four Hizb-e-
Islami militants.

Infiltration continuing, says

/ DGP: Pagyér
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po-\
By Luv Puri and
Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU/SRINAGAR, OCT. 2, Terror-
ists today exploded a bomb on a
Katra-bound bus from Jammu
killing two persons, while in an-
other major incident, five Bor-
der Security Force men were
killed when an Improvised Ex-
plosive Device went off in the
Tral area of Pulwana district. On
Tuesday, militants had killed
seven BSF personnel in a land-
mine blast at Avantipore.

Eyewitnesses told The Hindu
that the bus which started
around 6.05 a.m. from the Jam-
mu bus stand exploded just 1
k.m. away from an area which is
usually thronged by morning
walkers on the outskirts of the
city. The passengers, mainly
outsiders, were pilgrims to the
Vaishno Devi shrine. Minutes
after the incident, young people
in the area rushed into the
burning bus risking their lives
iand rescued the trapped
| passengers.
| Keshav Sharma, a resident of
| Nepal and Ritu Kumari from
| Batala, Punjab, died in the ex-
| plosion. Medical relief was slow
in coming.

Twenty-one persons have
been injured and three of them
are said to be in a serious
i condition.

At the accident spot, a big
. crowd gathered and raised anti-
* Government slogans for its fail-
ure to provide security to the
people.

The Director-General of Po-

e

.

|
 hus explosion
|
|
?

Two die in Jammul

1 0

lice told repottets in Jammu .

|

|
|
\

that the Pakistan-packed Jaish-
e-Mohammad or the Lashkar-e- !
Taiba were respoilsible for the !

bus blast, and called it “an act of
desperation” after the success-
ful completion of three phases
of polling in the State.

The Jammu and Kashmir Lib-
eration Front chairman, Ama-
nuilah Khan, condemned the
incident and called it a heinous
crime against the people of the
State.

In the Tral area, militants laid
a booby trap on the BSF party
from the 120 and the 4th battal-
ions engaged in sanitising the
Tral-Wagad road. Around 8.30
a.m., the securitymen were ex-
amining the road when the mil-
itants triggered the IED through
a remote control. Four BSF ja-
wans were killed instantly while
three were seriously injured.
One of them died on way to
hospital. The road was being
sanitised for the return of the
election officials from remote
\areas.

In Kupwara district, hun-
dreds of people took out a proc-
ession at Haihama village
protesting the killing of three
National Conference workers.
Residents said the three had
been summoned by the local
Army unit and when they came
out they were allegedly gunned
down by the troops. “Unko ar-
my ne mar dala,” said a resi-
dent. However, police said that
militants were behind the kill-
ings and the Army too denied
the allegation.

HINDU
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A PROBLEMATIC PHASE O gy—g0

" APPREHENSIONS OF THE third phase of the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly polls proving to
be the most difficult from the standpoint of
warding off the terrorist threat have indeed
come true. Marked as it was by well over 20
poll-specific attacks that left at least 16 persons
dead, the process gone through on October 1 in
27 constituencies across four districts can hard-
ly be said to answer the parameters of a peace-
ful and violence-free exercise in the way the
earlier two phases did. In fact, the fair degree of
credibility achieved in the first two rounds of
the poll is what turned the jehadi elements even
more desperate in their attempt to scuttle the
process in the remaining phases. Incidentally,
the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen is reported to have
claimed ‘credit’ for most of the terrorist attacks.
To some extent, the subversive groups would
seem to have succeeded in unleashing terror
and preventing prospective voters from step-
ping out of their homes in areas that already
had a ‘history’ of heightened militancy, by tar-
geting polling booths and election officials, be-
sides of course the security personnel. And this

- is reflected in the strikingly abnormal diver-

gence in the voter turnout between one district

and another as also at the inter-segment level
and, in some cases, even within a constituency.

As far as statistics go, the overall average
turnout, placed provisionally at 41 per cent, is
only marginally lower than what was recorded
in the second phase (September 24). True to the
perceived pattern, the Jammu region has regis-
tered a significantly higher percentage of poll-
ing than the Valley, with Udhampur district
posting a tally of 56 and Kathua 59, as against

Anantnag’s 25 and Pulwama’s 28. What makes

Kathua's performance — a more than respect-

able turnout which also happened to be the

highest for the October 1 round — truly'com-
mendable is that it came against the scary back-
drop of a major Kaluchak-type terrorist attack

on bus passengers carried out just an hour or
two before the polling was due to commence,
and it is a measure of the average Kathua voter’s
willpower and courage of conviction in democ-
racy. The view that a distinctive urban-rural di-
vide characterises voter participation, with the
cities and towns tending to be more apathetic or
wary for various reasons — fear of the militant’s
gun, clout of the separatist groups and so on —
seems to stand reinforced by the voting pattern
in the latest phase. ' \\

With three of the four phases ections to
the 87-member Assembly over and qnly Doda
district (6 seats) remaining to go to the polls in
the final phase on October 8, the voter turnout
this time around does not compare favourably
with the State average in 1996, put officially at
53.92 per cent. But the 1996 tally has to be seen
in the unedifying context of serious allegations
of large-scale rigging and coercion, which had
the inevitable effect of eroding the very credibil-
ity of the whole exercise. A redeeming feature of
the ongoing process is that it has been far less

vulnerable to such accusations, thanks to the !

Government of India’s open commitment to en-
suring a ‘free and fair’ poll and the Election
Commission’s several initiatives at the organisa-
tional and procedural levels to realise that ob-
jective, not to speak of the pressure associated
with the international scrutiny that the event
has attracted. The alacrity with which the poll
panel responded to genuine complaints of the
Congress and the People’s Democratic Party
against the deployment of State police person-
nel for sensitive election-related duties is illus-
trative of  the Commission’s acute

consciousness about its role as referee. There

have, of course, been some allegations of co-

ercion by security personnel, heard particularly
during the first phase, but they have largely :

been in the nature of aberrations, not so perva-
sive or grave as to discredit the exercise itself.
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At the end of the third and penultimate phase (% polllng
in Kashmir, the issue is no longer just how many
Kashmiris turned out to cast their vote. That issue has
been more or less settled by the first two rounds. All
credible, bipartisan assessments, including those
emanating from foreign observers, seem to concur on
this. That, despite the blanket poll boycott announced by
the Hurriyat Conference, there is substantial support
among ordinary Kashmiris for the democratic option.
Second, the Election Commission, notwithstanding the
odds and its own adverse record in the past, has
managed to bring a measure of credibility to the polls.
Admittedly, there have been incidents of voter intimi-
dation by overeager security forces, but these are in the
nature of exceptions. Finally, popular participation in
the process might have been significantly higher, if a
way had been found to tackle the extreme terror tactics
employed by the militants. That this was a big ‘if’ was
evident to all in the run-up to Tuesday’s polling. Even by
the standards of Kashmir, the level of violence seen
during the third phase was unprecedented.

It’s a truism that there can be no fool-proof security
in the world against the threat of terror. This is truer
still for Kashmir because the threat is increasingly
backed by a determination that borders on the fanatical.
The ‘success’ of the first two rounds has only added to
the desperation of the militants. Not that this is
surprising. As elsewhere in the world, there is nothing
more ‘life-threatening’ for terrorists and their cause
than the prospect of legitimate democratic politics. In
the specific context of Kashmir, there is an added
dimension. A peaceful poll with a reasonably high voter
turnout would significantly weaken Islamabad’s case
for being a principal party to the Kashmir dispute. This
is of a piece with the increasing domestic flak faced by
General Pervez Musharraf for taking a soft line on
Kashmir; in the main by his unilateral promise to end
cross-border terrorism. The general would like nothing
better than a chance to win over his critics, especially
given the impending general elections in Pakistan. It’s
just as well that the issue of free and fair polls in
Kashmir is no longer a matter of interested rhetoric
between two hostile neighbours. It’s now up to the
‘disinterested’ third parties — i.e. the foreign observers
— to ensure that someone has to answer for t
mindless killings of the past month and more. )é

——d
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41 PER CENT TURNOUT IN THIRD PHASE

16 killed as violence

q%?’/\

By Shujaat Bykhari

ANANTNAG,/ PULWAMA, OCT. 1. A
low to moderate turnout, boy-
cott of polls and many militant
attacks marked the third phase
of polling in Jammu and Kash-
mir today. As many as 27 attacks
by militants took place in which
at least 16 persons were killed
and many injured. The enthusi-
asm witnessed in the rural seg-
ments in the first and second
phases was missing.

The Chief Electoral Officer,
Pramod Jain, said the third
phase of polling — in Anantnag,
Pulwama, Kathua and Udham-
pur districts — recorded a voter
turnout of 41 per cent. While
Kathua recorded the highest
turnout of 59 per cent, it was
followed by Udhampur (56),
Pulwama (28) and Anantnag
(25).

In the Kashmir division, Raj-
pora recorded the highest of 37
per cent and Pampore the low-
est at seven per cent. Jammu,
however, was different and the
highest voter turnout was 67 per
cent in Bani and the lowest 46
per cent in the Hiranagar seg-
ments. “Violence-free polls
prompted our friends from
across the border and they did
everything to disrupt the polls
today,” said Mr. Jain adding
“this was despite the highest
level of arrangements and alert-
ness.” But for these incidents,
the percentage and enthusiasm
would have been much better.
Despite threats and boycott
calls, people came out in high
numbers to exercise their fran-

A securlty personnel stands guard while voters wait for ‘
their tum in Pulwama in south Kashmir
on Tuesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

chise, he said.

The major towns of Anant-
nag, Pulwama, Shopian and Bij-
behara wore a deserted look

even at the end of the day with
most of the booths not crossing
the single digit. Boycott of polls
was near total in these towns. In

o HINDUL

*\ mars J&K polls

Shopian, hundreds of people
took out a procession against al-
leged coercion by the security
forces, who, they said, forced
them out to cast the vote. Slo-
gans such as “we want free-
dom” were raised. No slogans
for “azadi” (freedom) were
raised but people said they had
lost “faith” in the system. “We
have not seen the MLA, we do
not have power supply, no
roads, no employment, why
should we vote” asked an angry
resident. Tral looked like a ghost
town and angry crowds protest-
ed against the elections.

In Bijbehara, hometown of
the People’s Democratic Pa
president, Mufti Mohamm
Sayeed, not a single voter had
turned up till 1 p.m. at a polling
station having 1,041 voters.
Anantnag too was deserted. At
the Sarak polling station, of
1,405 votes, only two votes had
been polled. In the Lal Chowk
booth, just one vote was cast by
a retired civil servant out of 838 |
votes. ‘
In Akar, Aishmugam, Botakot
and Mamal, though at a low
pace, voting was on with people
saying that they had come on
their own. “There was no coer-
cion” said a voter at Botakot in
the Pahalgam segment where
30 votes of 1,301 had been
polled at 10.35 a.m. Pahalgam
did not show much enthusiasm
but voters were waiting for their
turn. At Kaimoh village in the
Homeshalibug segment, no vot-
er was seen but 201 votes had
been polled out of 1,110.

Kulgam, where the CPI (M)
sitting MLA, M. Y. Tarigami, is
pitted against the National Con-
ference nominee, G. N. Dar, the
turnout was again not encou
raging though people said the
were voting out of their own vo
litiop. ke ivision among the
votérs here was gfdent. Out of
995 votes, 207 had been polled
at 1.40 p.m. A scuffle took place
between the contesting parties.
Chansar village observed a boy-
cott and only six votes had been
polled at 2 p.m. “We will not!
vote as we have laid down the ‘
lives of 80,000 people for azadi,”
said a person.

A general strike was observed ‘
in the Kashmir Valley today pa- |
ralysmg normal life. The call |
was given by the All-Party Hur- |
riyat Conference in protest |
against the elections. ;
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WHILE THE REMARKABLY smooth conduct of
the first round of the Assembly polls in Jammu
and Kashmir and the encouraging turnout
therein were cause enough for cautious opti-
mism about the success of the democratic
process, the second — completed last Tuesday
— has by and large helped to sustain that hope.
The event itself passed off peacefully and with-
out any serious disruption, despite a disturbing
spurt in terrorist violence in the Valley on poll-
eve. The most worrying moment was in Srina-
gar where a militant squad had taken three po-
lice officials captive and ultimately got killed
after a fierce overnight encounter that contin-
ued till about an hour before the polling booths
were to open. By all accounts, this incident had
a significant dampening effect on voter re-
sponse especially in urban parts of Srinagar and
contributed to a poor turnout, which has been
placed provisionally at 11 per cent in the dis-
trict. Also to be reckoned with is that these are
the areas where the separatist outfits constitu-
ting the All-Party Hurriyat Conference are be-
lieved to have considerable influence.
Presumably, the Hurriyat’s boycott call had its
impact there.

That the average overall voter turnout of 42
per cent for the second phase that covered 28
Assembly segments across three districts (Jam-
mu and Budgam, besides Srinagar) is much
lower than that of the first (47.25 per cent)
should come as no surprise. It was indeed an-
ticipated that Srinagar, with its track record,
would depress the overall average substantially,
although the impression post facto going by the
mood on the ground is that the figure could
have been somewhat higher but for the ‘hos-
tage’-induced terror. In a refreshing contrast,
Budgam — the other district in the Valley to
figure in Tuesday’s poll — returned a reason-
ably good turnout, 51 per cent, while Jammu
that accounts for 13 seats topped with a tally of
59 per cent. It is rather unfortunate that the
Tuesday exercise too, like the one on Septem-
ber 16, has given rise to complaints of coercion

STANDING THE TEST w)/\o v{\q'

%

and undue influence, although they appeared
relatively muted. But there is little doubt that
the poll managers have not yet been fully sensi-
tised to the enormity of damage such initimida-
tory acts inflict on the credibility of the electoral
process.

What is striking is the wide disparity in voter
turnout, as suggested by media reports, at the
constituency and local area levels, a trend per-

- ceived even during the first phase. In fact, there

appears to be a distinctively dichotomous ur-
ban-rural divide, with the villages tending to re-
cord higher percentages. Of course, whether
this will hold for the rest of the constituencies
going to the polls in the coming two phases
remains to be seen. Yet, the pattern throws up
some interesting possibilities about a better un-
derstanding of phenomena such as voter apa-
thy, alienation of the people, sway of the
separatist/militant groups and so on. This is
apart from whatever pointers one may look for
vis-a-vis the prospects of major contenders for
power.

The electoral process so far must be said to
have stood the test creditably, given especially
the formidable odds stacked against it. Partic-
ularly commendable is the response of the vot-
ers who braved the militant’s gun and ignored
the boycott call of some separatist elements to
walk to the polling booth and exercise their
franchise. And the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, has thought it fit to ‘salute’ the people
of Jammu and Kashmir for having acted with
“courage and conviction”, even though the ex-
ercise is just more than halfway through. As the
focus now shifts to the third round (scheduled
for October 1), the pressure is all the more on
the security forces to see that the rate of success
is sustained, if not improved upon. Already,
there are ominous signs of the terrorist groups
having moved into those areas and, after the
success recorded in the earlier phases, they are

bound to redouble their efforts to sabotage the |

process. There can surely be no lowering of the
guard, yet.

27 Sepma.
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- W'PM says, ‘salaam’ to J&K péop]e

By V. Jayanth Y& .
MALE, SEPT. 24. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has congratulated the people
of Jammu and Kashmir for
their “‘courage and conviction
with which you have
participated in the first two
rounds of polling in the
elections to the Legislative
Assembly of your State.”

In a statement released to
the media here, Mr. Vajpayee,
who is on a four-day official
visit to the Maldives, said: “All
the people in the rest of the
country join me in saying with
admiration and thanks,
‘salaam’ to you”.

“We, in India, have many
elections. But rarely has there
been an election in which the
voters have had to brave
threats to their very lives just
to exercise their fundamental
right, in which the vote is not
so much for this or that party,
not for this or that candidate,
but for democracy and

By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELH), SEPT. 24. The Election
Commission said today that bar-
ring minor incidents, the second
phase of polling in Jammu and
Kashmir for the 28 Assembly
constituencies went off peace-
fully and an approximate 42 per
cent of the 28 lakh voters exer-
cised their franchise.

Briefing presspersons, the
Deputy Election Commissioner,
Sayan Chatterjee, said the poll-
ing spread over 2160 polling sta-
tions in Jammu, Srinagar and
Badgam districts was “by and
large incident free.” However, he

national unity. Irrespective of
who wins, it is clear to the
whole world that in Jammu
and Kashmir, the ballot is
winning in a resounding
victory over the bullet.”

The Prime Minister went on:
“By answering with fortitude,
you have foiled the sinister
designs of those indulging in
terrorism and their patrons
across the border. They did
everything to subvert the polls,
kill candidates, intimidate
voters and threaten polling
personnel. Their description of
the polling in Jammu and
Kashmir so far as a ‘sham’
shows nothing but their
growing frustration.

“Before the start of the
electoral process, we had
pledged that the elections in
Jammu and Kashmir would be
free and fair. The first two
rounds of polling are a proof
that, with your cooperation,
we have redeemed that
pledge.

"I am confident that the

‘Second phase of J&K polls peéceful’

said the Commission felt that
militant attacks in the run-up to
the poll acted as a dampener on
the voter turnout in Srinagar. He
said in the first phase of the polls
held on September 16 for 23 con-
stituencies the polling percent-
age was 47.25. “If militant
attacks immediately prior to the
polls were not there, the voting
percentage would have been a
little bit higher this time,” he
added.

1. Chatterjee said the pattern
of high turnout in rural areas in
the first phase was followed in
the second phase also. Giving
district-wise figures, he said

()\glso have lost their lives and

remaining part of the election
would further reinforce its
positive message and open a
new chapter of peace and
development in the history of
your State,” he said.

The “successful anti-terrorist
operation in Srinagar this
morning was yet another
reminder of the lethal plans of
anti-India and anti-democracy
forces to sabotage the polls. I
take this opportunity to
express our appreciation and
gratitude to all the security
and administration personnel
who worked for the smooth
conduct of polling in the
State”.

Since the elections were
announced on August 22, Mr.
Vajpayee said there had been
“as many as 400 incidents of
terrorist violence in which 37
political activists, including
two candidates, have been
killed, 60 security personnel

ver 100 others have been
injured”.

L

Jammu, with 13 constituencies,
recorded the highest voter turn-
out of 59 per cent; in Badgam,
which has five constituencies, it
was 51 per cent and in Srinagar, | |
with 10 constituencies, it was
just 11 per cent. It might be re-
called that Srinagar was the
stronghold of the Hurriyat Con- | !
ference which had given a boy-
cott call.

He said the Chhamb Assembly
constituency in Jammu district
recorded the highest turnout of
70 per cent; Habbakadal, once
dominated by the Hindu pop-
ulation, registered just one per
cent.

j I

* Kashmiris giving a ‘fitting reply’
to Pak. designs: BJP

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 24. Despite Pakistan’s best
efforts to disrupt the elections in Jammu
and Kashmir, the people of the State are
giving a “fitting response” through their en-
couraging participation, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party spokesperson, Mukhtar Abbas
Nagqvi, said today. “The guns of militants
will be silenced successfully and our securi-
ty agencies are quite capable of tackling the
militants,” Mr. Nagvi said.

It was clear fromn the statements emanat-
ing from the leaders of the All-Party Hurri-
yat Conference that they were speaking
after taking the cue from their “Pakistani
masters.” And these leaders who had boy-
cotted the elections and followed “Pakis-
tan’s signals” had no right to comment on

THT HINDu

the electoral process. And Pakistan, which
was trying to cover its military dictatorship
with the “fig leaf of flimsy and non-credible
elections,” had no right to do so either.

India did not need a certificate from the
Hurriyat leaders or their “mentors” in Pa-
kistan, Mr. Naqvi said.

“But the world must understand that the
Al-Qaeda network is still alive in Pakistan
and unless it is finished at the roots there,
the global effort against terrorism will not
be entirely successful.”

On reports that the Maharashtra Govern-
ment was contemplating a ban on the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad and the Bajrang Dal,
Mr. Naqvi did not want to comment, saying
they were “separate organisations.” Nor
was the party spokesperson willing to join
issue on the continuing controversy sur-

rounding the Gujarat Chief Minister, Na-

rendra Modi’s “provocative and communal
speeches.”

Revamp of Pondicherry unit

In another development, the BJP's Pon-
dicherry president, M. Krishnamurthy, has
sent in his resignation to the party presi-
dent, Venkaiah Naidu.

There is a strong indication that the re-
signation will be accepted and the entire
State unit will be re-organised before Octo-
ber 3 when Mr. Naidu will be visiting Pon-
dicherry to participate in a state-level
workers’ meet.

The meeting is part of a countrywide pro-
gramme of state party conventions, being
held in the wake of the five zonal meetings
which concluded last week.

7 8 cTaaMy.




\

\

4 Y\()fr\ 20 TO 2 PER CENT IN SRINAGAR SEGMENTS 3&‘«%\4\
\

42 p.c. turnout in second phase of polls

By Anjali Mody and
Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 24. The second
phase of the Assembly elections
in Jammu and Kashmir con-
cluded today with an official
voter turnout of 42 per cent in
the three districts of Srinagar,
Budgam and Jammu. In the Val-
ley, voting was along predict-
able lines. The eight urban
segments of Srinagar polled be-
tween zero and two per cent of
the votes, while the two rural
segments, Ganderbal and Kan-
gan, recorded between 40 and
50 per cent of the votes. Bud-
gam district registered a 51 per
cent turnout.

According to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, Pramod Jain, the
elections were “by and large vi-
olence free.” He told pressper-
sons here that in the Valley, the

highest turnout of 59 per cent
was recorded in Charar-e-Sha-
rief, and the lowest “less-than-
one-per cent” in Habbakadal.

Srinagar’s other urban con-
stituencies were not very differ-
ent from Habbakadal. The city
wore a deserted look and a
complete “hartal” was observed
in support of the All-Party Hur-
riyat Conference’s boycott call.
"At a funeral processjon outside
polling station 14 in Zadibal at
10 O’clock this morning,
mourners broke away to tell
journalists “this is a funeral...
these people are not going to
vote.”

In Kamangarpura of the
downtown area, not a single
vote had been cast till 4 p.m. In
Soura, booth after booth re-
corded zero vote. In Alamgiri
bazaar, voters, primarily of the
Shia community, turned out to

Polling officials waiting for voteEat th Babshah polling station in Lalchowk in Srinagar

vote “according to our leaders’
wishes” but there was less than
five per cent turnout. In some
booths, an “attendant” was
available to assist the people in
voting.

Voting in the crucial Gander-
bal constituency from which
the National Conference presi-
dent and Union Minister of
State for External Affairs, Omar
Abdullah, is contesting, was var-
ied, with less than 10 per cent
turnout in some booths in Do-
darhama and upwards of 50 per
cent in Lar. In Lar, police sourc-
es reported attempts by Nation-
al Conference activists to storm
two polling booths. But, by and
large, voting was incident-free.
At many places, National Con-
ference leaders faced angry
mobs, who alleged that they
had come to rig the polls.

In Kangan, the turnout was

on Tuesday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad
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brisk in the booths between
Sonmarg and Kangan town. By
one O’clock, between 30 and 40
per cent of the votes had been
cast. Long queues were seen a
the polling stations off the mai
highway. In the Margam village
410 of the 1,233 voters had exer
cised their franchise by noon. [
the two polling booths in Chir-
wan, 50 per cent of the votes
had been cast by one O’clock. In
Mannigam and Chinnar, south
of Kangan town, polling was |
slower. The explanation given
was that the people were “busy
in their fields.”

In contrast, the mood was
one of enthusiasm in the Cha-
doora, Charar-e-Sharief, Khan-
sahib, Budgam and Beerwah
segments. Long queues were
seen outside most booths. In
Chadoora, polling was moder-
ate to brisk. The Chadoora poll-
ing booth had ‘recorded 183
votes out of 1,571 at 9.45 am.
Panzan was no different and out
of 861 votes, 183 had been -
polled at 10.10 a.m. However, in
the Ompra village of Budgam
district, people boycotted the &
polls and only five votes had |
been polled at a booth around |
11 a.m. ‘

But in Budgam town, there \
was a heavy rush of voters out-
side the booth. The Beerwah
segment witnessed low to brisk
polling.

In Beerwah town, 276 votes
out of 1,052 had been cast at
2.30 p.m. The Shia-dominated
Magam was surprisingly cool to
the elections.

Of the 3,000 votes, only 300
had been polled. At places like
Soibug, Razwen, Wahungam,
Chewdara, Chewa and Rathsun,
people alleged that the security
forces asked them to come out
o vote.

Salaam to Kashmiris,
says PM: Page 11 |
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errorists raise pitch

o

REUTERS

TROUBLED WATERS: A BSF jawan jumps out of a boat after patrolling the Dal Lake in Srinagar on
Monday. Srinagar goes to the polls on Tuesday amid fears of terrorist attacks.

US to press for talks after polls

Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, September 23

IN A clear sign that Washington
will step up diplomatic pressure
on New Delhi after the J&K
elections, the US State Depart-
ment has decided that one of its
priorities for 2003 will be re-
sumption of dialogue between
India and Pakistan on all issues
barring Kashmir.

The formulation is a middle-
ground solution to get the South
Asian nuclear neighbours talk-
ing again.

In a performance plan sub-
mitted to President Bush and
the Congress which outlines the
State Department’s strategic
goals for 2003, Secretary of

State Colin Powell notes: “We
have transformed our relation-
ships with both India and Pak-
istan...we have worked to re-
solve conflicts in troubled parts
like South Asia...”

Crucially, Washington’s plan
says that one of its strategic
goals to defuse Indo-Pak ten-
sions would be making sure
“that (cross border) infiltration
and number of terrorist attacks
(in J&K) declined by at least 50
per cent from the 2000-2002
average.”

Without mentioning Kash-
mir by name, the plan also talks
about undertaking a “terrorist
interdiction programme” in
Pakistan — “a critically impor-
tant terrorist transit point” —

HE HINDUSTAN TReE:

to track international terrorists
and make sure that they find it
difficult to cross international
borders undetected.

India has ruled out de-escala-
tion even after the J&K polls.
But the State Department’s goal
will be to ensure that both India
and Pakistan de-escalate and
that forces on both sides return
to pre-crisis locations and
readiness levels.

Another Kashmir-related US
projection for 2003 is “substan-
tial dismantling” of military
training camps and related in-
frastructure in Pakistan.

Interestingly, the State De-
partment has also contrasted its
2003 goals with the current sce-
nario in the region. With a se-

l/‘
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% Phaselll, Octi
Phase IV, Oct 8

ON THE BOIL

# One policeman killed,
three taken hostage in
the heart of Srinagar

& 13 security personnel
wounded in grenade
blasts across the Valley

@ 10 people injured in
attack on POP rally

@ Pitched streetfights
between police and
demonstrators halt
life in central Srinagar

@ Rumours spread chaos
across Srinagar

ries of bilateral visits likely
over the next few weeks, Wash-
ington’s interlocutors should
have an opportunity to take the
Indian side into confidence
about their plans for the region.

US Assistant Secretary for
South Asia Christina Rocca will
be here later this week.

She will be followed by the
State Department’s crisis man-
ager Under Secretary for Politi-
cal Affairs Marc Grossman who
is the US counterpart of Indian
Foreign Secretary Kanwal
Sibal. Under Secretary for Glob-
al Affairs Paula J Dobriansky,
too, will be in New Delhi for bi-
lateral consultations.

More reports on Page 7

phase.,se,,,.f 4; Rebels

on éfectlon eve:

DA LDE fo
kill cop, kidnap 3

@ Fearshuts down Srinagar

Rashid Ahmad & Arun Joshi
Srinagar/Jammu, September 23

IN A crescendo of violence on
the eve of the second phase of
Jammu and Kashmir elections,
militants killed a constable and
took three policemen hostage at
a private house in Srinagar’s
posh Gogji Bagh locality this
evening. Security forces have
laid siege to the area and were
preparing for a commando ac-
tion later tonight.

Militants, two to four of them,
entered the house early this
morning or late last night. They
had planned to attack the Poly-
technic College polling station
near the house. A police contin-
gent headed by DSP Mohammad
Yousuf Band raided the house
and constable Jagdesh Singh
was killed in the gunfight. Band,
along with SHO Bhagwant Singh
and a wireless operator, were
taken hostage.

In separate incidents, 28 peo-
ple, including 13 security per-
sonnel, were wounded in a series
of grenade blasts across the Val-
ley. A grenade attack on an elec-
tion rally of People’s Democratic
Party at Sangam in Anantnag in-
jured 10 people. Terrorists also
fired grenades on two polling sta-
tions and two security pickets in
Srinagar.

The second phase will cover
Jammu, Srinagar and Budgam,
where nearly two million voters
will decide the fate of 263 candi-
dates in 28 constituencies under
the full gaze of diplomats from
15 countries. Several high-profile
leaders are contesting in this
phase, including National Con-
ference chief ministerial candi-
date Omar Abdullah.

The importance of this cru-
cial phase of elections is evident
from the elaborate security ban-
dobast comprising 500 compa-
nies of paramilitary forces. The
bulk of the security patrolling is
being conducted in the twin cen-

Hurriyat U-turn

HURRIYAT LEADER Mir-
waiz Umer Farooq has told
Washington Times that the
separatist conglomerate is
ready to consider "an alter-
native negotiated settle-
ment" of the Kashmir prob-
lem providing greater au-
tonomy to Kashmiris even
if it does not lead to an in-
dependent state.

PTI, Washington

tral Kashmir districts of Srina-
gar and Budgam, with 10 and 5
seats respectively. Jammu is con-
sidered relatively tame.

Despite enhanced security
measures, fear ruled the day in
poll-bound Kashmir. Mere ru-
mours of militant strikes trig-
gered chaos at Gojwara, Nowhat-
ta, Anchar, Soura, Jamia Masjid,
Khanyar, Hawal and Nowshera.
Pedestrians and shopkeepers ran
for life, without even downing
the shutters. Several people were
injured in the stampede. Police
said the rumours are part of the
plan to create a fear psychosis.

Police resorted to lathicharge
and tear gas at Naidkadal, Ba-
horikadal and Sarafkadal to dis-
perse anti-election demonstra-
tors. The street fight stretched
for several hours as the protest-
ers retaliated with bricks and
stones and brought life in cen-
tral Srinagar to a grinding halt.

Tension was palpable also in
uptown localities of the city,
with very little civilian move-
ment. A bandh-like situation
prevailed there as many busi-
ness establishments stayed
closed since the afternoon.

Dakhtaran-e-Millat’s poll boy-
cott call has made the situation
worse. Hurriyat has also urged

people to boycott tomorrow’s
elections.
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: By Our Special Correspondent

\ NEW DELHI, SEPT. 23. On the eve of the second
round of elections in Jammu & Kashmir, the
Deputy Prime Minister, L. K. Advani, today
hoped that the successful conduct of the
polis would help India score a moral victory
| over Pakistan which was waging a proxy
{ war.
/

The Government is looking forward to
these elections as an instrument to change
! the situation in the State for the better. A
| reasonable percentage of polling in all the
| phases would help India score over Pakis-
| tan in the current proxy war just as it did in
| the three covert wars, Mr. Advani said at a
: book release function.
[ He echoed the sentiments expressed by
| the Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, on Sun-
( day by maintaining that Pakistan was back
] to its old ways of sponsoring violence
against civilians in J & K. “Infiltration had
" decreased in May and June this year be-

cause the international community was fo-
cussing on Pakistan. But as the election
campaign began, ] & K started feeling the
heat because the ISI felt that the smooth
conduct of polls would be a feather in In-
dia’s cap,” he reasoned.

Mr. Advani took the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, to task for casting asper-
sions on the fairness of the electoral proc-
ess in the State. ‘I cannot guarantee 90 per
cent polling in the ] & K elections which
Gen. Musharraf can, but the first round of
polling has been decent.”

He wondered whether a person, who had
banned two former Prime Ministers of his
country from contesting the polls, should
be commenting on the ] & K elections. He
had ousted the democratically elected lead-
er of his country on the same day that an
elected government took the oath of office
in New Delhi.

Dwelling on terrorism in J & K, Mr. Ad-
vani felt the West had failed to take note of

" Musharraf sees ‘po
56— In Kashmir elections

Tﬁf N

or turnout’ L«

victory over proxy war: Advani

the menace posed by ISI. The West was be-
ing misled if it felt that Pakistan had mend-
ed its ways by joining the war against
terrorism. To buttress his argument, he re-
ferred to the repeated warnings by the slain
anti-Taliban warlord, Ahmed Shah Ma-
sood, about Pakistan's plan to consolidate a
potent geo-political instrument in Afghan-
istan to further its regional ambitions. Ma-
sood had maintained that this instrument
was being grounded in a dangerous trian-
gular alliance among the Taliban, Osama
bin Laden and the ISI, turning Afghanistan
into a major source of instability in world
politics.

Quoting strategic analyst, Amin Saikal,
he said: “Washington’s failure to help Ma-
sood limit the menace eventually cost both
the Commander and the U.S. dearly... Why
did the U.S. fail to act earlier over Afghan-
istan and how is it now capable of address-
ing effectively the root causes of the present
crisis?. "’

accordance with the wishes of

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 23. The Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
‘ raf, claimed today that the
| turnout in the first round of
. elections to the jammu and
Kashmir Assembly was between
2 and 10 per cent, even as the
f Foreign Office made it known
\ that it had expressed “concern”
to the United States over the re-
marks made by its Ambassador
. in New Delhi that there was
spurt in infiltration across the
Line of Control (LoC) from the
| Pakistan side.
| At the weekly media briefing,
; the Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
maintained that the U.S. Am-
r bassador in India, Robert Black-
! will, was perhaps influenced by
the “propaganda” against Pa-
kistan. At the same time, the
spokesman did not attribute
any motives to Mr. Blackwill’s
remarks .

Earlier in the day, Gen. Mush-
arraf told reporters that the
“low” voter turnout reflected
Kashmiris’ rejection of the
“sham” elections and described
Indian claims of a higher turn-
out as “rubbish”.

In response to questions on
the comments of Mr. Blackwill
the spokesman maintained that
the U.S. envoy had been “mis-
led”. The Ambassador “gets in-
fluenced by the reports and
propaganda he sees around
him. So, I would not call it moti-
vated. It is just that he is misled
by lot of propaganda that is
poured on him all the time.”

On Sunday, Pakistan came
down heavily on the New York
Times for a report quoting uni-
dentified militants saying that
the Pakistan Government had
given them the green signal to
resume infiltration into the vai-
ley. In a sharply-worded state-
ment, the Pakistan Foreign
Office termed it as “motivated”

and meant to heighten tensions
in the region. However, for ob-
vious reasons, Pakistan is not
willing to attribute any motives
to Mr. Blackwill's remarks.

Mr. Khan said, to verify
claims of infiltration Pakistan
had offered international mon-
itoring on both sides of the bor-
der. “We have been repeatedly
saying that we are prepared for
verification by any neutral
monitors”.

On the U.S. assessment that
the first phase of polls in Kash-
mir was free and fair he said, “I
would like to draw your atten-
tion to media reports that some
stations recorded no turnout.
There are reports that people
were forced to go abour and

vote. In the light of it you can
draw your own conclusion’.

Asked about the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vapayee’s state-
ment that India has no plans to
hold talks with Pakistan even af-
ter the J&K polls as there was no
change in the Pakistan stand,
Mr. Khan said India was dishing
out excuses to avoid talks.

“It is unfortunate that they
have to hide behind excuses to
avoid dialogue. In a manner of
looking, yes there is no change
in Pakistan stand. Pakistan
stand throughout is that there
should be reduction of tension.
There is need for peaceful reso-
lution of issues, need for a dia-
logue and a permanent, durable
solution to the Kashmir issue in

the Kashmir people. This has
been Pakistan's stand through-
out and we will continue to re-
main firm on it. On the
contrary, India has not changed
its stance of intimidating Pakis-
tan.” !

India continued to deploy
forces and believed in a policy
of intimidation and avoiding
dialogue and negotiations. On
the remarks by the Indian For-
eign Secretary, Kapil Sibal, that
India had no confidence in Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, Mr. Khan
said India was inventing new
excuses to avoid talks.

“They have to hide behin
some excuse or the other t
avoid talks with Pakistan™.

e

' Bilateral approach not
totally rejected: Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 23. Pakistan has said that it has
not “totally rejected” the option of resolving its
differences with India through bilateral means.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, told a news conference here today
that the recent observations made by the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Musharraf, have to be
looked at in the proper context.

Inaugurating a seminar on security-related is-
sues in South Asia last week, here, Gen. Mushar-
raf had accused India of practicing a peculiar
“doctrine of bilateralism” and acting as a bully in
the region. He had made a strong case for a multi-
lateral approach towards resolution of issues and
changes in the SAARC charter to provide the
mechanism for resolution of disputes.

Asked whether Pakistan has given up the bilat-
eral approach followed since the days of the for-
mer Prime Minister, Z.A. Bhutto, in the light of
the remarks made by Gen. Musharraf, Mr. Khan
said Islamabad had not rejected the bilateral op-
tion entirely.

“You have to look at the President’s remarks in

a certain context. He has expressed his opinion as
far as resolution of disputes with India was con-
cerned. Gen. Musharraf had said that that we
have been attempting bilateralism for such a long
time. But bilateralism is not working because In-
dia is refusing dialogue. So, obviously, the policy
of bilateralism is being held hostage by India
through its intransigence,” Mr. Khan said.

The spokesman maintained that India, while
“championing” the bilateral approach. has con-
sistently refused to talk to Pakistan. As the bilater-
al approach has not worked, other options such
as third-party mediation or resolution of issues
through regional forums as suggested by Pakistan
need to be worked out, he said.

“The point is that we should break the logjam
and get things moving so that there is resolution
of the dispute which is threatening the entire re-
gion. And it is a serious problem. So it was only in
that context that the President has talked about
multilateralism. 1t does not mean that we have
rejected bilateralism entirely. The major part of
inter-state relations is conducted through bilater-
al relations and through bilateral dialogue,” he
said.



~Now for the second phase

In J&K, there’s no scope for complacency — or

R,

N Tugday, the second phase of
polling takes place in J&K. The
tirst phase, with a turnout of nearl, 47,
has clearly indicated that this ro und
has gone in favour of the ballot Over
the bullet. But this should not lea dto
the complacency that is so endem: cto
our political and social culture. We
should also avoid any rhetoric «,nd
self-praise until the entire process i 1as
been completed and its success ma de
clear. There can be no denying tt a¢
the credit for the victory of the ball ot
over the bullet should really go to tl ¢
people of J&K. After all, last Moy -
day’s polling took place in 23 con-
stituencies spread across five border
districts. They were, therefore, very
vulnerable to infiltration and terrorist
violence. Despite this, the turnout in
Kupwara, made notorious by terrorist
kiltings for over a decade, and Poonch,
exceeded 52 per cent. Kargil, of
course, topped the table with 76 per
centvoters exercising their franchise.
The United States, broadly indicat-
ing the judgement of the international
community, has recognised the fair-
ness of the electoral process so far. But
the very success of the first phase could
spell increasing dangers ahead.
Reprisals by jehadi groups should be
enough, the last few
itnessed several strikes,

G § rhetoric and self-praise 1A
with even schoolchildren;zhg made

targets of terrorist reprisal. The New

York Times reports of jehadi organisa- |
tions claiming that the Pakistan gov-

ernment has restarted facilitating infil-
tration across the Line of Control after.
July last, point to the reality that the

war is far from over. In fact, the greater

the success of the election process, the

greater the risk of escalation of attacks |

from across the border. In any case,

the impending elections in Pakistan '
could have the effect of adding domes-

tic political fuel to the jehadi fire.

While the voter s war
appears lower than the official figures
for the 1996 elections, it is widely ac-
cepted that the process has been
largely free and fair. Some lessons
from the first phase, like the need to .
have more voting machinesso astore-
duce exposing voters to the ire of the {
terrorist, have already been learnt.
Further precautions to protect the
voters and their families would need
tobe instituted. The state is ultimately
responsible for the security of the citi- |
zen. Providing that crucial security |
would enhance voter confidence in .
the institutions of the state, which
have taken a severe beating in recent
years thanks to abysmal governance
and an insecure and violent

climate/
created by cross-border terrorism.



Militants up the ante

for Round

NC MLA attacked, BSF
convoy ambushed _ ©

Times NEws NETWORK & Aeencﬁ 7\

Srinagar: Amidst a tresh surge of vio-

lence by militants targeting candidates,

rallies and party offices, the curtain

came down on electioneering for the sec-

ond phase of assembly elections in Jam-

mu and Kashmir covering 28 constituen-
- cles in three districts of Srinagar.
© Budgam and Jammu on Tuesday.

The campaigning drew to a close under
the shadow of terrorism as activists of
the National Conference, the Congress,
the BJP and the Awami League held very
few rallies and instead undertook door-to-
door campaigning because of urban ar-
eas’ vulnerability to terrorist attacks.

With hardly two days left for the sec
ond round of voting. the army launched
a major operation against Pakistan-
backed militants, killing 13 of them in
different parts of the state since Satur-
day night. Two rifle grenades were
hurled by militants on Saturday night on
the house of MLA and NC candidate
trom the Shopian assembly constituency.
Sheikh Mohammad Rafiq, at Kachdooru
in Pulwama district but they fell short of
the target, causing no harm to any life or
property, sources said.

A BSF jawan was killed and two oth-
ers critically injured when militants
ambushed a Jammu-bound convoy in
Anantnag district on Sunday, official
sources said. BSF troops cordoned off
the surrounding area and a hunt has
been launched to nab the militants,

Predictably, the Congress and the BJP
fielded a galaxy of star campaigners in
Jammu, which has the maximum num-
ber of seats as well as most voters in the
state. The major parties in the fray are
the National Conference, the BJP. the
Congress and the BSP. A new factor is

: the RSS-sponsored Jammu State Mor-
- cha. which is likely to influence resuits
¢ in at least three seats.

A
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Il in j&K
No going back to Delhi
after polls, says Omar

\ By Aunohita Mojumdar
\(/

Times News NETWORK
Srinagar: Red flags with the ‘albani’ (the
National Conference’s symbol, the
plough) flutter from the boats and
shikaras as the rally makes its way
through the water with supporters
singing and dancing. It is the would-be
chief minister Omar Abdullah on the
move on the last day of the campaigning.

Mr Abdullah says he is quite certain
that there will be no return to Delhi and
that he will resign from the Union min-
istry immediately after the elections. He
also suggests that the party’s participa-
tion in the government at the Centre may
be reviewed since the NC has to take a de-
cision on whether to replace him.

While saying that there will be no
drastic change in the NC’s relationship
with the NDA. he points out that staying
out of the government would in itself
change the equation, making it akin to
the TDP's relationship with the Vajpayvee
government.

Acknowledging that the party has suf-
fered because of its alliance with the Va-
jpayee government, he says that it is ;?/
so much the BJP as the fact that the ¥a-
tional Conference loses some of its char-
acter if it allies with the Centre.

He is also bitter about the many barbs
from leaders within the BJP. The NC. he
says, has emerged as the common enemy
for all political forces in the state-—the
political parties as well as the militants,

The electoral rhetoric of the other par-
ties and the recent violent attacks sug-
gest that Mr Abdullah is not off the
mark. But the NC is also the beneficiary
of opposition disunity. Its leading rival.
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed’s People’'s De-
mocratic Party (PDP), may well suffer as
a result of this, except where the elec-
toral battle has become polarised, as it
clearly has in Budgam.

Fo
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0 \ By Shujaat Bukhari

IRHAMA (KULGAM), SEPT. 21. Th
Jammu and Kashmir Touris
Minister, Sakina Ittoo, had yet\
another miraculous escape to-
day when militants tried to blow
up her motorcade here.

The senior vice-president of
the State Congress, Peerzada
Mohammad Sayeed, also sur-
vived a grenade attack when he
was addressing an election
meeting at Kokernag in the run-
up to the second phase of elec-
tions to the State Assembly.

Eyewitnesses told The Hindu
that Ms. Ittoo, whose Dambhal-
hanjipora residence was at-
tacked only on Friday evening,
was on her way home.

The militants detonated a
powerful improvised explosive
device when her convoy was
passing the Mirhama bridge.
Ms. [ttoo’s escort vehicle, carry-
ing personnel of the Central Re-
serve Police Force, was hit by
the IED and blown up.

An Inspector, Kishan Singh,
was killed on the spot. A young
girl, Naza, who was passing by,
was also killed. And four CRPF
personnel were injured.

Villagers said that in retalia-
tory fire by the Minister's secu-
rity personnel, at least three
girls were injured. On Friday,
militants had thrown grenades
at Ms. Ittoo’s residence but
none was hurt.

Today's attempt was the
fourth on Ms. Ittoo’s life. She
was attacked by militants on

£
. September 11 and 15. A report
, said that militants tried to kid-
nap her a few days ago but po-
lice rescued her.

Ms. Ittoo is the only woman
Minister in the Farooq Abdullah
Government and is seeking re-
election from Noorabad.

Her father and former Speak-
er of the State Assembly, Wali
Mohammad Ittoo, was gunned
down by militants in Jammu
seven years ago.

Militants attacked Mr. Sayeed
in the Kokernag area of Anant-
nag district.

Ten persons were injured, of
whom the condition of at least
three is stated to be critical. And
police said a National Confer-
ence activist, Abdur Rehmani
Daka, was also killed in the;
same area. *

Police colony attacked

Militants attacked the highly-
guarded Police Housing Colony
at Bemina on the outskirts of
Srinagar and took some families
hostage. A policeman was killed
and four others were injured.

A group of militants, dis-
guised as policemen, entered
the colony around 7 p.m.|
throwing grenades and opening
fire. ‘

The fire was returned but two J
fidayeen (suicide squad) mili- |
tants sneaked in and took posi-
tion in Block-M, where at least)
six families of police officials ;
live. |

They have been taken hos-|
tage and it has become difficult j

1

oul\'th‘ bid on J&K _Minister’s ife

for police to take on the
militants.

The militants opened fire
from the colony and detonated
an explosion, a terrified resident
said over the phone.

In the exchange of fire, three
policemen, including a Personal
Security Officer of the DIG,
Kashmir, Farooq Ahmed, were
injured.

Reinforcements have been
rushed to the colony where over
200 families reside. The area has
been cordoned off and searches
are on to flush out the militants.

Photos of victims on Page 8
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‘NEEDED: AN UNCONDITIONAL DIALOGUE WITH ALL’
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'+ We will never allow

trifurcation of J&K: Sonia

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 19. Describing
the problem in Jammu and
Kashmir as “serious”, the Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
today called for an uncondi-
tional dialogue with the repre-

Ms. Gandhi said the Congress
wanted resolution of the crisis
and “we are for an uncondition-
al dialogue with the people
from all three regions of Kash-
mir, Jammu and Ladakh and
the aspirations and needs of all
the three regions have to be tak-

en into consideration”. She ad-
vocated  talks with  the
separatists, but without naming
them. “Bina shart batcheet un
logon ke saath bhi honee chahi-
ye jin key man mein shak ho”
(Dialogue should be initiated al-
so with those who have doubts

in their hearts).

Ms. Gandhi came down heav-
ily on those demanding trifur-
cation of the State and said, “We
will never allow trifurcation
and, in the Indian Constitution,
there is the possibility for taking
care of the aspirations of the

sentatives of all the three
regions of the State, including
separatists. But she firmly op-
posed any idea of trifurcating
the State, which she said would
strengthen Pakistan’s plans and
promote terrorism.

Addressing an election rally
amid tight security arrange-
ments in the Sher-e-Kashmir
stadium, Ms. Gandhi said the
Kashmir problem could be
solved only through dialogue
and the gun had no role. She
asked Pakistan to stop aiding
and abetting infiltrators and
militancy saying, “By doing so,
it will not succeed in weakening
Kashmir’s relations with the rest
of the country.” The Pakistani
guns had only brought death
and destruction to Kashmir and
had snatched peace and tran-
quillity from the people.

The Congress prSIdent, Snia Gandhi,
at the Sher-e-Kashmir cricket stadium in Srinagar

on Thursday — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

at an election rally

people of any of the regions.”
The NDA Government in Delhi
was being run by the RSS. These
were the people who were re-
sponsible for the bloodbath in
Gujarat and were still trying to
vitiate the atmosphere there,
she alleged.

She said the ruling National
Conference in Jammu and
Kashmir “has been keeping the
people in the dark and mislead-
ing them for the last many dec-
ades”. She charged the Central
and State Governments with
failure to restore peace and pro-
tect the lives of the people. Reit-
erating her party's support to
the Centre in restoring peace in
J&K, she said, “We have also
stood behind the Government
but it failed to make any serious
effort on this front.”

Down memory lane: Page 11

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 19. The United States Am-
bassador to India, Robert Blackwill, said to-
day that the first phase of elections in
Jammu and Kashmir had been “‘very posi-
tive” and the 48 per cent turnout was
“remarkable”.

He was quoted as telling television chan-
nels that infiltration across the Line of Con-
trol had ““gone up” since the end of July and
that he condemned the acts of violence,
which impacted the results of the Assembly
elections. “Infiltration across the LoC was
down in June and July but since the end of

July it has gone up and has been up in Au-
gust and in September,” Mr. Blackwill said.
“This (the voter turnout in Kashmir) is re-
markable. We hope it (the trend) continues.
If there is less violence, there will be more
turnout,” he said describing press reports
about rigging as ‘“‘exaggerated’’.

“It will be an exaggeration to say there
was a lot of hue and cry (about rigging).
There may have been isolated incidents,”
he said. “I would like to salute the individu-
al voters in J&K who came out to exercise
their democratic rights despite threat from
terrorists,” he was quoted as saying. Asked
about Pakistan’s claims that the elections

Remarkable voter turnoutv, says Blackwiﬂ(

were a ‘‘sham’’, Mr. Blackwill took the view
that the polls were not a sham. “We think
India is committed to holding free, fair and
inclusive elections in J&K without violence.
This is exactly right.”” He was hopeful that
the elections would lead to the resumption
of a dialogue between India and Pakistan.

Asked whether the U.S. had given any
deadline to put an end to cross-border ter-
rorism from Pakistan, Mr. Blackwill said di-
plomacy was a matter of urging
persuading, enticing and giving incentives.
“It is outrageous that India has to suffer
from terrorism from outside,” he said, add-
ing that infiltration should end.

O



Ballot over Bullet

Two and a half cheers for democracy in Kashmlr Ona
day the world was intensely focused on them, wanting
to condemn, waiting to detect the smallest slip, Kash-
miris — not all, but a significant number — showed they
had it in them to fight back. Not with bullets but
through the power of the ballot. Braving incessant
gunfire and dire death threats, they trudged many miles
to cast their votes, thereby signalling their faith in the
democratic process. If there were regional variations in
the voting patterns, that was only a reflection of the
plurality that has long been the hallmark of Kashmir.
Certainly, 44 per cent turnout would not count as big in
normal circumstances. But ‘normal’ is a word not
easily applied to Kashmir. Everything about the place is
abnormal, from the looming presence of security forces
to the continuous boom of militant guns. So what does
the first phase of voting say for Kashmir’s future? Is it a
vote for India? While any such inference would be
decidedly premature, the fact that voters went out to
defy the diktat of the militants would suggest at least a
marginal improvement in the comfort levels between
India and the average Kashmiri. Indeed, a disenchanted
person is hardly likely to defy the gun and go out and
vote. For comparison, we need only look at the often
lower turnouts that urban India registers elsewhere.

This is both the biggest message and lesson of
Monday’s voting: Kashmiris desperately want out of
militancy; they want a break from insurgency-induced
fatigue. This is affirmed not merely by the voter
turnout but by the participation in the contest of
non-mainstream parties and organisations, including
some proxy candidates apparently fielded by the
Hurriyat Conference. In other words, elections-2002 was
a potential watershed, which an unimaginative Indian
establishment typically could not visualise, much less
seize upon. Take the issue of Kashmir’s internationali-
sation, on which India has been sounding the same note
of caution again and yet again. A moment’s thought
would tell our officialdom that when Kashmir gets
internationalised, so does Pak-based terrorism. Which
is why it made zilch sense to resist the sending of
foreign observers to Kashmir. In the event, the few
observers there were saw exactly what India wanted
them to see: That open threats bv militants and
occasional complaints of forced voting notwithstand-
ing, Kashmiris turned up at polling booths. To be sure,
not all of the foreign press was euphoric. But none could
deny that the ‘most dangerous place’ in the world had
voted, even if haltingly, for democracy.
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Kashmir votes

Great first day, keep it up

ashmir can be a particularly nasty graveyard for polisters.

The 44 per cent average polling and the small blood spill'in
the first phase proved almost everyone wrong. Equally
dangerous would be to extrapolate from that enormously
satisfying performance and declare that the remaining three
phases of J&K polls will return a similar experience on the
resilience of Indian democracy. Srinagar, along with Bargam
and Jammu, goes to polls Tor the second phase on 24
September. The state capital will hold special attraction for
terrorists who missed out on the first day. Securing Srinagar
may be as tough as scaring off militants in Anantnag, which
goes to polls in the third phase on 1 October, along with
Pulwama, Kathua and Udhampur. Anantnag is where
intelligence reports indicate Al Qaida rogues may have
gathered. That is also the area where a state minister was shot
dead two vears back and a current minister was attacked while
on the campaign trail this time. Kashmir watchers apprehend
that militants from Doda. which goes to polls in the fourth
phase on 4 October, may come into Anantnag. Doda. itself, has
a long history of terrorism.

The state government, the EC and the Centre must,
therefore, cut short seff-congratulation, however justified, and
prepare for the worst. The inspirational defiance of terrorist
blackmail {rom ordinary Kashmiris on the first day will depend
crucially on the establishment’s ability to prevent the jihadis
from carrying out spectacular strikes. Fear spreads faster than
word on post-incident government assurance, and is more
credible. On the other hand, even a minimal feeling of safety
can induce people from terrorism-ravaged areas to vote in large
numbers. The other crucial official task is to repeat the near-
exemplary conduct of security personnel seen in the first day of
polling. There were a few and not terribly convincing reports
about voters being coerced. Note that elections in politically

. charged states like West Bengal, UP or Bihar produce more
examples of coercion. But in Kashmir every failing will get
magnified — so the soldiers and policemen will have to be
again reminded by their officers of the importance of staying
out of private decisions on whether or not to vote.

One thing out of India’s control i1s the response of that great
democrat and peace lover, General/President/Dictator Pervez
Musharraf. Having described the elections in advance as a farce
and now confronted with a first day show that even Western
media has found hard put to dismiss, Musharraf may unleash
many more dogs of the unholy war. They were barking
yesterday. too — there was shelling by Pakistani troops in the
Poonch sector. The US. if it wasn’t brazenly hypocritical on
Kashmir, could have ensured the general behaved during the
Kashmir polls. That not being the case. India will need some
fuck and enormous determination to see them through.
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4 JHALLENGING BUT NOT DAUNTINGyo

Y FAR THE most satisfying aspect of the first
phase of polling in the Assembly elections in
tammu and Kashmir completed on Monday is
that the exercise had been strikingly smooth
and peaceful, given the context of the stepped
ip violence during the run-up to the poll by
terrorist groups that are out to disrupt the proc-
ess. In fact, the scale of violence must be regard-
v as relatively low, going even by the new
‘benchmarks’ set by States such as Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh in recent times. Again, consid-
cring the formidable odds against which the poll
is being held, the average voter turnout —
placed by the Election Commission tentatively
at 44 per cent — is indeed impressive and the
credit should naturally go to the poll panel, the
¢ivic administration and the security agencies
for their painstaking efforts to ensure a condu-
cive milieu. But the ones to be commended
more are really the voters who dared the mil-
itants’ gun and, in most places, defied the poll
boycott call of organisations such as the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference to exercise their fran-
chise. Although the ‘selective targeting’ resorted
to by the terrorist elements did dampen electio-
neering close to the date of poll, its negative
impact on the voter turnout has obviously not
been such as to erode the overall credibility of
the process itself. Notably, Kupwara district that
saw the killing of two candidates registered a 40
per cent turnout, while Baramulla, the other dis-
trict in the Valley that figured in the first phase,
wittiessed 37 per cent polling. Behind these
moderate’ averages are significant divergences
ut the constituency level, with Sopore, for in-
stance, recording an abysmally low percentage.

Now, for the more critical question: did the
wurnout reflect the free will of the electorate or
was there any intimidation by the security per-
sonnel? It must be said that the official claim of
the exercise having been ‘free and fair’ does
«nind essentially credible, going by the general
«enor of media reports. To be fair, any qual-

itative evaluation has to reco
line that, in a situation where the people are held
to ransom by the terrorists and aré,under a real
threat of death if they took part in the elections,
not every act of the security personnel by way of
enabling a willing voter to exercise his (or her)
franchise can be given the ‘coercion’ tag. As for
the September 16 poll, there have been allega-
tions especially from the foreign mediapersons
in the field that security forces had indeed exert-
ed undue pressure on voters in some cases. Per-
ceptions are bound to differ. Whether such
instances have been so numerous and pervasive
as to vitiate the process is the moot point; they
can only be aberrations. Yet, even if charges of
coercion and rigging made by anti-poll forces
are ignored as ‘motivated’, similar accusations
coming from independent observers from the
media need to be taken very seriously, gone into
thoroughly and necessary correctives effected in
the functioning of the security mechanism for
the remaining three phases of the poll; Mon-
day’s exercise covered only 23 of the 87 Assemb-
ly constituencies in the State. After all, the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly poll this time
around has come under close international scru-
tiny and the Government of India, for its part,
has indicated its determination to ensure that
the exercise was free, fair and participatory —
and transparently so. While there is much for the
Indian polity to feel satisfied about the way the
September 16 poll event was managed, one has
to keep one’s fingers crossed hoping that the rest
of the task will be accomplished even more effi-
ciently and rendered much less vulnerable to
allegations of coercion. Indeed, given the highly
problematic nature of the constituencies to be
covered, what lies ahead could well prove to be
much more challenging from the standpoint of
securing the democratic processagainst terrorist
attacks and ensuring a credibte level of partici-
pation in the face of the bgycott call by the likes
of the Hurriyat.
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In the crosstire, ballot means bunkers -

TERRY FRIEL { ‘\ ‘e

Dawar, Sept. 16 (Reuters): For
Ghulam Khadu, Kashmir’'s
election means just one thing —
bunkeys.

“We need more of them to
protect us from the Pakistani
shells,” he said after casting his
vote in this remote, mountain
village in sight of Pakistani
peaks.

Despite separatist threats
to disrupt the poll, Khadu
turned out to vote. hoping his
candidate will provide shelters
from the frequent shelling be-
tween Indian and Pakistani
forces and better medical care
for the village, cut off six
months a year by snow.

Security was tight. A ma-
chinegun guarded the gate and
villagers were frisked before
squatting in the sun — one line
for men, one for women — for
anything up to six or seven
hours to press their choice on
electronic voting machines.

“It’s our right,” said house-
wife and mother of three, Mina
Begum. “We want someone to
take up our problems.”

For some, it was a party at-
mosphere, a chance to catch up
on gossip, a day off from tend-
ing the maize fields. Some sent
their children home for food for
impromptu picnics.

But this polling booth is
next to an army camp. The sur-
rounding territory is held by
the army and its open, rocky
slopes are not ideal hideouts for
militants.

As Kashmiris went to the
polls in the first round of vot-
ing today, feelings varied enor-
mously. Some felt caught be-

tween the militant threat if

they voted, and trouble from of-
ficials if they didn’t.

“We are trapped from both
sides,” said a voter in Chajjla

village, near the border town of

Poonch. “We will be in trouble
whether we vote or not. The vil-
lagers feel scared after the mili-
tant threat, but theyv are also
worried that government offi-
cials might trouble them if they
do not vote.”

People in some villages re-
ported being beaten by soldiers
for refusing to vote. “They beat
me with rifle butts when I re-
fused to come out of my home
(to vote),” Mukhtar Ahmad
said in Singhpore village. just
outside Srinagar.

Brief profiles of the players in Jammu
and Kashmir

@ FARDOG ABDULLAH
Chief minister and a
fanatic golfer, the
flamboyant Abduliah
helongs o the family

1 that has rulad the state
A for mast of the time

b since it joined Indiain
1947,

I Critics say his
| convincing Dethi that he and his National
Canference ara the Centra's best hope.

®ABDUL GANI BHAT
Chairman of the
separatist aliance, the
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference. Aformer
professor, 66-year-old
modersle was

ment sarvice in 19886 for “anti-lndian” activities.
Undsr Bhat, the Hurrivat says it will not contest
the election bacause thess cannot be a substitute
for a UN-mandated vote to allow Kashmiss ta

decide to join aithey India or Pakistan. Favours a
’na{gw with Pakistan.

| ®OMAR ABDULLAK
Faraeq's only son and

foreign minister. Omar
of the Natianal

Confersnoe this vaarin
apparant preparstion {o

fake over from his ather
Omar, a cimmerce graduate now aged 32, is
axpected to become rrwf minigter if the Mational
Canference wans, wivich is kely.

o MOULANA UMAR
FAROOG

Former Hurriyat
chialrmian and leader of
the Avgarni Action
Committes, areligious
group. Umar Farooy is

i

Jarma Masjid, His father,

argast mosque. the

main inferest is kesping powes and

dismissed from govern-

heir-apparent and juniof

was agpointed president

head priest of Kashmit's

Moulans Mohammad Farong. the former otiigf
priest, was killed by unidsotified gunmen i 1990,
An Islamic scholar, sportsman and a seif-con-
fessed Infernet addict, 31-year-old Umar racently
martiad a US-based woman. The prisskpolitictan
is pursuing Istamic studies and plans o study
international relations.

Thousands fistes to his sermions every Friday. He
wants Kashimins Lo chogse thelr fate after

feaving india.

Ahardine separatist and
ormer legisiator. Geslani
R} is inader of the Jamat-e-
stamy religious group.
Gealani, a 73-year-0ld
clergyman, enjoys the

suppart of most mifitant groups fighting Delhi rule
in Kashmir and is now in prisosn.

Geelani belipves Kashmir's marper with Pakistan
is the only sofution,

® YASIN MALIK

& former guerrilla
commander, Malik teads
he Jammu Kashmir

L Liberation Front (JKLF)
pushing for Kashmir's
independence from both
India and Pakistan, Makk
JKLF declared a ceasefire in 1984,

anud

Malik, 34. tall and frail, has undergone heart
surgery and undertaken long fasts to protest
against Indian rule. in March, he was detained and
renaing in fail.

| Eider son of senior
Hurriyat jeader Abdut
Gani Lone who was
ssassinated in May,
fial is a low-profile
psinessman. Abdul
Gani Lone was consid-
e:pd the pchtmi strategist of the Hurnyat.
Bital. now an axecutive member of the Hurriyat,
and bis father survived 2 car-bomb in 1996 that
axploded at the gates of their house in Srinagar.
Tha soft-spoken, 38-year-old Bilal is a commerce
graduate and father of twe girls and is considered

a moderate leader like his father He favous
independente for Kashmir.

@ MEHBOOBA MUFT!

A popuar politician.
Mehboobais the
daughter of former
Linion hame ministey
TAutt Mohamed Syad.
k1999, she and har
R fathes hroks away from
tha Congrﬂss and forged their own Peaple’s
Democratic Party. Mehbooba has earned a
reputation as afirsbrand for standing up fo the
powsriul Faroog Abduliah. The mother of two has
campaigned against humag rights viclations by
security forceg.

She ani her father are contesting the election.
Mehbooha wants Kashmir to remain part of India,
but she has bean critical of the way the state and
federal governmants have tackled the issue.

@ SHABIR SHAH
Bubbed Kashmir's
Nedson Mandela after
spending move than 20
of his 48 years in jall for
his pro-indepsndence
stand.

Shah was stispended
fromy Hurrivat in 19986 for violating 2 ban an
mesting the US ambassador 1o india. He then
lagnched his own Jammu Kashmir Democratic
Freedor Party.

Shah wants talks with Indian leaders o end the
dispute, He said he was ready to contest the
election, if Dethi promised tafks on a permanent
settiament, but said thers was little hope of

that happening.

O KUKA PARRAY

A separatist rebel who
changed sides and
hecame a pro-govern-
ment militant and fatera
mainstream, pro-india
polifician, Kuka Parray,
alias Jamsheed Shirazi,
feads the pro-india Awami League,

Human rights and Kashmiri groups have accused
Parray, whels @ musician, poet and singsr, and
his militiamen of hutan rights violations,

Paramilitary police, wear-
ing flak jackets and toting auto-
matic  weapons,  guarded
polling stations — mainly
schools. Some were surround-
ed by rooftop guard posts. Some
election officials wore flak jack-
ets and helmets.

Many towns and villages
were almost silent, shops and
businesses closed after separat-

ists, not running in the elect-
ion, called a day-long strike in
protest. Such strikes are often
observed as much out of fear as
support.

Voters trickled in to vote in
the early morning autumn
cold, but increased as tempera-
tures rose. Many were dressed
in their best clothes. Some car-
ried babies in their arms, some

walked along steep mountain
tracks using walking sticks.
Authorities also laid on buses.
The turnout appeared mod-
erate. At some polling stations,
very few people turned up. At
others, the queue was so long
they started demanding that
the booths be kept open late in-
to the night, poll officials said.
Some voted to express their

anger. “I am fed up with this
government. I want a change,”
said one.

Others stayed away for the
same reason. “There is no po-
int,” said another. “The situat-
ion is getting worse. The gove-
rnment doesn’t do anything
for us and they don’t protect
us, either. The militants are just
as bad.”

Poll panel
happy with
first round

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 16: The Elec-
tion Commission claimed a
44 per cent turnout at the end of
the first phase of the Jammu and
Kashmir polls. Twenty-three
constituencies, covering five dis-
tricts, went to polls today.

“We are satisfied with the
elections,” said deputy election
commissioner Sayan Chatterjee.

Although comparisons with
voting percentages in 1996 in the
same constituencies might show
a decline, the two situations are
not comparable. In 1996, the poils
were widely perceived to
have been rigged and people
complained of coercion by the
army.

This time, there were no re-
ports of coercion. Foreign diplo-
mats and journalists were al-
lowed to visit booths in all areas
to see for themselves whether
the polling was free and fair. This
is, perhaps, one reason why the
Election Commission expressed
its satisfaction despite sporadic
incidents of violence.

“There are two cases of re-
polling before us. One con-
stituency in Pattan in Baramul-
lah district and the other in Men-
dha in Poornch district,” Chatter-
jee said at a press conference.

Militant-infested constituen-
cies like Kupwara recorded 40
per cent polling, Hindwara 26
per cent, Langate 31 per cent,
Rafiabad 33 per cent, Sangrama
11 per cent, Bandipore 31 per
cent, Naushera 50 per cent, Ra-
jouri 47 per cent, Kalakot 43 per
cent, Surankot 33 per cent,
Mendhar 45 per cent and Poonch
48 per cent. Except for Poonch,
Rajouri, Kupwara, Bandipore
and Langate, the figures avail-
able were for 4 pm.

Among the other constituen-
cies, Uri recorded 60 per cent
polling, Karnah 55 per cent,
Gurez 60 per cent, Baramullah
23 per cent, Gulmarg 45 per cent
and Darhal 32 per cent (all
figures for 4 pm). Pattan record-
ed a 41 per cent turnout at the
end of polling.

Kargil recorded the highest
turnout with 67 per cent, while
42 per cent voted in Zanskar. The
lowest turnout was at Sopore,
where only six per cent people
cast their ballot.



POLL PANEL CLAIMS 44 PER CENT TURNOUT

£

NEW DELH], Sept. 16 - Democracy won
in Jammu and Kashmir’s first round of poll-
ing today. Election Commission figures
show a hugely impressive 44 per cent of the
14 lakh electorate in 23 constituencies vo-
ted, surprising even the most optimistic ob-
server. Equally triumphal for New Delhi,
the first election day claimed no victim, ac-
cording to the EC and the home ministry.
However, an agency report from Srinagar
said three persons were killed.

Some guns fired, some bombs exploded,
a state government chopper was targeted,
and there were some injuries. But even in
militancy-synonymous districts like Kargil,
no one was killed. Kargil, in fact, has the
distinction of claiming the highest poll per-
centage today, 67 per cent. Poll figures for
the other four districts are Poonch 48 per
cent, Rajouri 47 per cent, Baramulia 37 per
cent and Kupwara 40 per cent. The average
voting percentage for the first phase is 44
per cent.

The false note in this story was the Sopore
assembly constituency where polling was
lowest — between 3 per cent and 5 per cent.

Visibly elated EC officials described to-
day’s voting as “a big success story” which
gaVe a lie to “anti-India propaganda”.

* Mr Sayan Chatterjee, EC spokesman,
said there was no loss of life, some “injuries
from the field caused by bomb explosions”
and “stray incidents of violence”.

There was intermittent firing from across
the border in Poonch district when polling
was in progress. But the attempt by “hostile
forces”, EC officials said, “failed to deter
voters, who continued to arrive at polling
stations”.

Polling took place in all the 205 booths
set up for the first phase of the polls. There
was only one incident of ‘booth capturing’
at Mendara booth in Poonch district where
some miscreants snatched the electronic
voting machine and damaged it. There will
be re-polling there and in one more booth

emocracy wins
round one in J&K

THE VALLEY VOTES: A voter has her fmger marked with ink at a pofiing booth in Langate village
in Kashmir on Monday. — AFP (More reports, photographs on page 4)

in Baramulla where the EVM failed to
operate.

EC officials said that “terrorists tried to
disrupt polling in several places but polling
resumed after short interruptions.” Securi-
ty forces engaged some militants groups in
encounters but no casualty was reported,
Mr Chatterjee said.

The Army killed about a dozen militants,
crossing the Line of Control, in the last 48
hours. The Pakistan-supported militants
were shot along the LoC while entering the

Kupwara area in three separate instances. /

WAT LY

-l

In a night encounter, nine militants were
killed in Tangdhar in Kupwara yesterday
and a large amount of arms and ammuni-
tion found. These militants were carrying
seven Kalashnikov rifles, two grenade
launchers, two pistols, two radio sets, 30 an-
ti-personnel mines and some explosives.
They were also carrying Rs 1 lakh in Indian
currency. Documents found in their posses-
sion suggest that they belonged to the Hiz-
bul Mujahideen.

Turn to page 4
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/ COERCION BY SECURITY FORCES ALLEGED

. 44 p.c. turnout in first

phase of J&K elections

‘X Shujaat Bukhari

and Anjali Mody

BARAMULLA/ KUPWARA, SEPT. 16.
Amid coercion by security
forces, a partial election boy-
cott, a general strike call given
by the All-Party Hurriyat Con-
ference, and a spate of militant
attacks in which a policeman
was killed and eight persons
were injured, the first phase of
elections in five districts of Jam-
mu and Kashmir was completed
today with zero to brisk polling.

A complete strike was observ-
ed in the Kashmir Valley in re-
sponse to the Hurriyat call. All
the shops, business establish-
ments, offices and banks were
closed. Traffic was also off the
road. The Hurriyat, which also
called for an election boycott,
alleged that the security forces
coerced the people to vote as
“the Government wants to
thrust elections on Kashmiris.”

% killing Farooq;
i

|
Hizbul reward for s
Other reports: Page 11 |

|

The Chief Electoral Officer,
Pramod Jain, said that the over-
all voting percentage in Bara-
mulla, Rajouri, Kupwara,
Poonch and Kargil districts was
44. Kargil recorded the highest
of 67 per cent voting, followed
by 48 per cent in Poonch, 47 per
cent in Rajouri, 40 per cent in
Kupwara and 37 per cent in
Baramulla.

There was unmistakable de-
termination among the voters
in a few segments to exercise
their franchise, and in some
others people were equally de-
termined not to do so. In yet
others, fear was a major factor,
which kept the people away.

At least five segments out of
15 in Kupwara and Baramulla
witnessed brisk polling. People
defied militant threats and a
‘hartal’ called by the Hurriyat.
But, the turnout in many other
segments was extremely low
with the number of votes polled
in many stations remaining in
single digits at the end of the
day. Till late afternoon, most of
the polling booths in Pattan,
Sangrama, Sopore and Bara-
mulla wore a deserted look. At 8
a.m., only 13 out of 958 voters
had exercised thei! franchise at
the Delina polling station near
Baramulla. In Pattan too, only

e

e

N

Enthusiastlc women at Trehgam in Kupwara constltuency of north Kashmlr waltmg to vote
during the first phase of the Assembly elections on Monday. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

13 of the 1,298 votes had been
cast at 7.30 am. In Baramulla
town, the residents categorical-
ly said that they were not going
to vote. “We will not vote, come
what may. We will not allow the
sacrifice of 80,000 people to go
in vain,” said an angry resident
of the Bag-i-Islam locality.
Enthusiasm among the peo-
ple to vote seemed strong in the
most important segment of
Handwara, Kupwara district,
where a former People’ Confer-
ence member, Mohiuddin Sofi,

is pitted against the National
Conference nominee and Min-
ister, Mohammad Ramzan. “It
is something beyond my imag-
ination,” a journalist, who has
covered all the four elections
held here since 1996, said. Long
queues outside the polling
booth in Handwara town indi-
cated a complete change in the
mood of the people. Handwara,
however, also obliged the Hurri-
yat by observing a complete
‘hartal.” “There is no coercion,
we are here voluntarily,” said

[

~ Bid to disrupt polls

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 16. Militants made at least 20 abortive attempts
since Sunday evening to disrupt the first phase of elections in
Jammu and Kashmir. Two persons were killed and as many
injured in these attacks. The Director-General of Police, A.K.
Suri, said “the situation was fairly under control and the secu-
rity forces did a good job in providing a sense of security to the
candidates and voters.” Giving details, police said the militants
attacked a police station in Sarsoi Dandi in the Mendhar seg-
ment of Poonch district and opened indiscriminate fire. A con-
stable, Jarnail Singh, of the Punjab Police was killed.

In the same district, militants fired in the Sarkhaya area and
a civilian, Ghulam Ahmed, was killed. A major tragedy was
averted when security forces detected and defused seven im-
provised explosive devices in different parts of north Kashmir.
In the Shehlal area of Handwara, a powerful blast took place
around 8 a.m. in which two civilians were injured.

Militants attacked Ladoora (Rafiabad), Bandipore, Handwa-

ra, Tangmarg, Darhal and Dudsan Bala in Rajou)',district.

Zamruda. This was also the case
at Wadipora village, around 7
km from Handwara. However,
in Nutnusa village on the Sopo-
re-Kupwara road, where a tent
in an open field was converted

into a booth, long queues of

voters alleged that the Army had
forced them to come out for
voting.

Like Handwara, Kupwara
town also witnessed brisk poll-
ing and people did not com-
plain about any coercion. This
was also the case in Trehgam.
The villagers in Seelo village on
the same road, however, alleged
that the security forces had
forced them out of their homes.
The Bandipora segment wore a
sharp contrast. At mid-day, Na-
dihal had recorded a two per
cent turnout. In Aitmula, 12 vot-
ers out of 1,333 had cast their

votes at 12.30 p.m. in the two

polling booths.
Watpura bucked the trend with
389 of the 842 votes being cast.
Here, the People’s Conference
supporters alleged that the elec-
tions were rigged and that peo-
ple whose names were not on
the voters’ list had voted.

In Sopore, the scene was
grim. At the three polling
booths in Warapore, no voter
out of 2,880 turned out until 3
p.m. The ‘hartal’ here was
complete.

Booth 24 in |
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‘DIPLOMATS, MEDIA-WILL BE WATCHING’

A
0
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Lyngdoh tel

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHL, SEPT. 15. On the eve
of the first phase of elections to
the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly, the Chief Election
Commissioner, J.M. Lyngdoh,
today appealed to the voters to
exercise their franchise enthusi-
astically as the international
media and diplomats would be
keenly watching the elections.
Addressing a press confer-
ence after a full Commission
meeting here to take stock of
the poll arrangements in the
State, Mr. Lyngdoh said that no
person would be forced to vote.
“But there are many of you, go-
ing by the media coverage of
the election, who wish to vote
despite the needless bloodshed
and tribulation you have been
through.” Arrangements had
been made and security per-

Armymen keeping vigil on Sunday at Sopore constituency
in Baramulla district. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

sonnel deployed in large num-

bers to protect the voters.
“The intrepid media and

members of the diplomatic

corps in strength from many
parts of the world are your
guests just to see you voting. Do
not disappoint them,” he said.

The CEC, who was accompa-
nied by the Election Commis-
sioners, T.S. Krishnamurthy
and B.B. Tandon, said that the

S

Minister survives bid on life

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 15. Militants today hurled gre-
nades and opened fire on the vehicle of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Tourism Minister, Sakina Ittoo,
in the Noorabad Assembly segment, the second
such attack in four days. She, however, survived
the attempt. Two of her bodyguards were killed
and one was injured. The attack comes amid
claims by the State Government and the Election
Commission that adequate security has been
provided to all candidates.

Police sources said Ms. Ittoo, seeking re-elec-
tion from Noorabad in Anantnag district, which
goes to the polls in the third phase, was on her
way to Danew-Kandinar to address a rally. The
militants attacked her convoy near Bahunar,
about 90 km from here. They hurled grenades
and opened indiscriminate fire, which hit an es-
cort vehicle of the Central Reserve Police Force.

Gyan Singh, a Sub-Inspector, and a constable
died on the spot. Ms. Ittoo’s bullet-proof vehicle
was also hit but she escaped unhurt. Though her
guards retaliated, the militants escaped.

Militants had attacked Ms. Ittoo’s Noorabad
residence on Wednesday but she was not at
home. The attack has disturbed the authorities,
who have made all the arrangements for the
smooth conduct of the elections in the 23 As-
sembly segments which go to the polls in the five
districts of Baramulla, Kupwara, Rajouri, Poonch
and Kargil tomorrow. The Chief Electoral Officer,
Pramod Jain, however, said “this will not unnerve
or deter us from furthering the cause of democra-
cy.” Asked if the attacks would affect the voter
turnout he said “it does require some courage
and I hope with the security arrangements we
have made, things will be better.”

An estimated 1.5 million voters are expected to
exercise their franchise.

/

ote enthusiastically,
Is J&K voters

Commission had, to ensure
openness of the poil process, is-
sued special passes to 28 Delhi-
based diplomats, who would
have free access to the polling
stations. While 16 diplomats
would be visiting Kupwara and
Baramullah in the first phase,
two would visit Rajouri ahd
Poonch in the Jammu region. As
many as 14,36,151 people would
exercise their franchise in to-
morrow’s polling that would be
spread over nearly 2,000 polling
stations.

The Commission had sent 17

additional observers and they
had already started monitoring
every stage of the election proc-
ess. Nearly 5,000 personnel from
Uttar Pradesh and Punjab had
been deployed for election duty.
Meanwhile, the Kashmir
Committee, led by the former
Union Law Minister, Ram Jeth-
malani, said that the panel
would not meet Pakistan’s Na-
tional Kashmir Committee until
there was a “warmer response’
from other side. While main
taining that the Committee”
aim was to find a durable ant
honourable solution to th
Kashmir problem, Mr. Jethmala
ni said Sardar Abdul Qayyum o
the Pakistan’s Kashmir Commit-
tee had sent an e-mail to him
extending complete support.

Nine LeT militants killed

PTI reports from Srinagar:

At least nine Lashkar-e-Taiba
militants were killed today when
the Army foiled an infiltration
bid in the Kupwara sector, a De-
fence spokesman said. The infil-
trators were killed when the
troops took them on at the
Tangdar sector near the Line of
Control this afternoon, he said
adding that the action set off an
encounter, which was on till late
tonight.

More reports on Page 13
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Centre geared for renewed

violence in J&K

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 14. The Centre
is expecting a dramatic
increase in the violence in
Jammu and Kashmir as the
troubled State embarks on an
electoral time-table on
Monday. The view here is that
Pakistan is desperate enough
to want to “activate” all its
“assets”, including those in
the “separatist” leadership, in
the State to unleash violence
in order to undermine the
legitimacy of the electoral
exercise.

For example, whereas the
entire month of August
recorded eight deaths in
militants’ attacks, the first 12
days this month saw 18
activists killed. Based on
intercepts from across the
border of instructions to
militant groups to engineer
the maximum possible
violence, the Centre is
mentally prepared for an
unusual increase in militant
activity.

On the other hand, the
Union Home Ministry feels
confident that the dominant
sentiment in the Kashmir
Valley is in favour of the
elections, and that this time
the elections would be far
more representative, despite
the Pakistani agents’ efforts to
disrupt the poll.

It is pointed out that

compared to the entire month
of August which witnessed 68
political meetings (of all
political parties, including the
National Conference, the BJP,
the PDP, the Congress and
others), the first 12 days of
September saw as many as
121 meetings. Or, for example,
Kupwara district had only 24
candidates in the 1996
Assembly elections, but this
time 45 candidates are in the
fray.

Pakistan’s desperation
emanates from the fact that
there are a very large number
of “other” candidates (28 in
Kupwara district, 30 in
Baramulla district, 34 in
Srinagar district and 12 in
Badgam district). Many of
these “‘independent”
candidates could turn out to
be “proxies”. For instaice, a
close associate of the Jamat-e-
Islami leader, Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, is believed to have
floated a “‘revolutionary
movement'’ forum and is
contesting election as its
candidate. According to one
count, Kupwara district alone
has as many as eight “proxy”
candidates.

Though in private the
Centre is not exactly pleased
that the Chief Election
Commissioner, J.M.Lyngdoh,
has made “‘anti-security
forces” statements, there is
also the realisation that there

A ‘

may be unintended beneficial
fallout from his blunt
statement (that it is not the
job of the security forces to
bring voters to the polling
booths). The new realisation
has resulted in the decision to
allow foreign diplomats access
to the polling booths.

This despite the fact that
the poll “boycott” calls are
aplenty. Both Shabir Shah and
the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference, which held
elaborate talks here recently
with the Kashmir Committee,
have issued ““poll boycott”
calls; the local Urdu media
regularly reports these boycott
calls as well as threats from
this or that “tanzeem” to
those who participate in any
way in the election exercise.

Given the judgment that the
Pakistani “‘assets’ are out to
create a bloody scenario, the
earlier decision to confine the
Army to the border areas has
been revised. So far, the local
police and other paramilitary
forces were expected to handie
the poll duties; but given the
evidence of a massive militant
onslaught, the Army has been
asked to lend a helping hand
in ensuring that those who
want to participate in the
elections feel sufficiently
unintimidated to be able to
travel to the polling booth.

Campaign reports or
Pages 8 & 1(
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‘Nod for foreign
diplomatsto ..
watch J&K polls

p

HT Correspondent/Agenciés \
Srinagar, September 13

ABOUT 20 DIPLOMATS from vari-
ous countries, including the US, the
UK and Germany, will visit Jammu
and Kashmir to witness the four-
phase Assembly elections in the
State beginning September 16.

Envoys from Japan, including a
womapn, are already here while con-
sular representatives from the US,
Canada, Germany are expected by
Saturday, official sources said.

The remaining diplomats will ar-
rive here before the commencement
of the first phase of polls on
Monday.

India has rejected the demand for
international observers but said
representatives from various em-
bassies were free to come and wit-
ness the election process, including
the counting of votes.

Two choppers have been pressed
into service to facilitate the move-
ment of diplomats. Security for
them is to be provided jointly by
the police, security agencies and
paramilitary forces, the sources
said.

The diplomats have been told they
are free to speak to various sections
of the people in the State about the
election process and the arrange-
ments made for it.

Related reports on Page 9
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‘Kashmir elections

«‘M\"\ Blood is thinner than democracy

By ashmir’s tragic standards and given the. extraordinary
importance of the assembly polls, Wednesday’s violence —
the state law minister, Mushtaq Ahmed Lone, shot dead and
Congress leaders narrowly escaping — should be considered
electorally manageable. But that may change if the few days till
16 September drown in blood. If that happens, Indna must
know how to react, specifically whethers eabcadandaisk,..
a turnout too low to be meaningful. Unlese Kashmlr descends
into complete gory chaos, elections should proceed. True, that
may invite skepticism from the US and the West, who will use
turnout figures to argue that elections prove little. The answer
to that is two fold. First, holding elections in Kashmir, as long
as they are free and fair, is very important proof of India’s
commitment to a political process. Second, not holding elec-
tions would give terrorists a massive boost, General Musharraf
the opportunity for many weeks of gloating and the US new
talking points about how Kashmir needs a “dialogue”. India
simply cannot afford giving them such elbowroom. Politically, a
low turnout is said to be an advantage for the National
Conference, which has not exactly had a sizzling poll campaign
so far. Father Farooq has looked to be in the first stages of
becoming an anachronism. Son Omar hasn’t quite set the
Jhelum on fire. His linguistic handicap is one reason. But more
important is NC’s record in government, which has been, to be
polite, quite ordinary. The Abdullahs want to stress their
record as Kashmir’s primary Indian politicians to the exclusion
of their administrative performance. That is not working, and it
should not work. In fact, a vote against NC and an alternative
government will, in real terms, be an acceptable outcome from
India’s strategic view, of the Jammu and Kashmir elections.

Irrespective of the composition of the next government, it
and the Centre must address developmental priorities ignored
by the NC administration. This does not, of course, mean
throwing money about. Indeed, the Centre must correct its
propensity to treat troubled provincial governments as specially
qualified for profligacy and corruption. Power, roads and
communication, in other words, the basics, are all insufficient
in Kashmir. A quick and discernible improvement in these,
apart from positive economic effects, will change popular
assessment of the state machinery. Next comes the trickier
issue of generating jobs. Investment is hard to attract in
Kashmir and schemes for finding jobs for locals outside the
Valley have not had much success. The public sector is mostly
overstaffed and the private sector understandably does not like
quotas to fill its ranks. An essential condition is that some of
these unemployed young men do not c%dte too much mayhem
between now and the elections.

™ STary, 13 560 9mp.
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SPREE OF ATTACKS ON POLITICAL LEADERS

&K Minister, guards

%hot dead at poll rally

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 11. In a setback
to the National Conference and
to the electoral process in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, a militant to-
day shot dead the Minister of
State for Law and National Con-
ference (NC) nominee from the
Lolab constituency, Mushtaq
Ahmed Lone, and three of his
guards in Kupwara district. Sev-
en others were injured in the at-
tack for which the
Lashkar-e-Taiba  (LeT) has
claimed responsibility.

Militants also attacked the
residence of the Tourism Minis-
ter, Sakina Ittoo, and a vehicle
belonging a People’s Democrat-
ic Party (PDP) candidate in Ban-
dipore, injuring nine persons.

Eyewitnesses told The Hindu
that the 43-year-old Mr. Lone
was addressing a public meet-
ing in Rednag in the Tekipora
area of the Lolab segment.
Around 1 p.m., a militant wear-
ing a traditional Kashmiri “phe-
ran” (a long coat used in winter)
stood up from the women’s en-
closure and opened fire. People
ran helter-skelter as Mr. Lone
and his guards fell down. The
guards, Bishen Singh, Gulzar
Ahmed and Mohammad Ya-
seen, died on the spot.

“The security forces also ran
away and did not retaliate,” said
an eyewitness, who was stand-
ing near the podium. Mr. Lone
died of injuries on the way to

Relatives of the Jammu and Kashmir Law Minister,
Mushtaq Lone, wailing at his residence at Tikipora
Sogam, in the Kupwara sector, on Wednsday.
— Photo: Nissar Ahmad

hospital near Dragmulla, close
to the Kupwara district head-

quarters. The injured were
admitted to hospital.

o e
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The LeT spokesman for north
Kashmir, Mohammad Shakeel,
told a local news agency, Kash-
mir Press Service, that the at-
tack was carried out by an
“anti-election squad” headed
by Saiful Islam.“Today’s attack
was carried out by a 14-year-old
boy, Abu Wagqas,” he said. Earli-
er, another outfit, Al Afreen, had
claimed responsibility for the
attack.

A pall of gloom descended on
Sogam village, from where Mr.

Bid to sabotage polls, says
PM; Fernandes in Srinagar to
review security : Page 11

Lone hails, as the news of his
killing spread. Thousands of
supporters and admirers
thronged his house. “We have
lost a popular leader, who was
simple and generous,” said a
supporter.

The Chief Minister, Farooq
Abdullah, and his Cabinet col-
leagues, Chowdary Mohammad
Ramzan, Ali Mohammad Sagar
and Khalid Suhrawardy, have
rushed to Sogam.

In Bandipore, militants at-
tacked the vehicle of the PDP
candidate, Mohammad Abdul-
lah Mir, injuring five persons,
including his son and brother.
The district president of the NC
women’s wing, Mehra Begum,
was shot dead in Baramulla on
Tuesday.

12 sep 202,
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{f&K minister shot; Congmen- escape

Sept. 11. — Heightened pre-poll vio-
lence rocked the state today with ter-

rorists gunning down state law minis-.

ter Mr Mushtaq Ahmad Lone. AICC
general-secretary Mrs Ambika Soni
and state Congress chief Mr Ghulam
Nabi Azad narrowly escaped a bid on
their lives. -

Twelve persons, including seven BSF
and one Indian Reserve Police jawans,
two police officers and two children
were killed and 15 injured in the attack
on the two Congress leaders. Both the
incidents occurred when the leaders
were addressing campaign rallies.

Militants fired several rounds and
hurled grenades at a Congress rally at
Surankote, about 100 km from here,
which was attended by Mrs Soni and Mr
Azad. Mr Lone, National Conference

HE STATESMAN

MIA from Lolab, was killed at a meeting
in Takipora, Kupwara. The state govern-
ment has declared a day’s morning
tomorrow. Mrs Sonia Gandhi will ad-
dress rallies in Poonch tomorrow.

- Countermanded |

NEW DELHI, Sept. 11.— Polis to
Lolab Assembly seat are counter-
manded following Mr Lone’s death
by the provisions of Sec. 61 of the
J&K Representation of the People
Act 1957 The EC will decide on fre- |
sh dates. The first phase of polling in
J&K begins on Monday. —SNS |
“Around 12.30 p.m., when Mr Lone
was addressing a rally in Mohalla Taki-
pura, terrorists fired several rounds at
him and his team, severely injuring
him. He died on the way to hospital,”
Mr RS Bhullar, DIG BSF told The
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Statesman over phone from Srinagar.
Five state police constables and a civil-
ian were killed in the attack. Sources
in Srinagar said militants had first trig-
gered a landmine blast as Mr Lone’s
motorcade was on its way to the rally.
Two of his bodyguards were killed.

A little-known militant group, Al

Arifeel, has claimed responsibility for
the attack. But an Intelligence officer
said message intercepts don’t rule out
the hand of the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba.
“With an aim to disrupt the polls, the
Lashkar has created small operational
groups such as Al Madina, Al Man-
soorein and Al Arifeel.” Mr Lone is
the second NC minister killed by mili-
tants since 1996. '
Minister’s house attacked: In Anant-
nag, militants attacked the house of
MoS for tourism Mr Sakina [too.
There was no report of any casualty.

More reports on pa}s/«



“Big Thr

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 10. — Mr LK Advani
today reviewed the situation on the border in
Kargil and other areas in Kashmir, even as
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee plans to meet Mr
George W Bush in New York on Thursday to
apprise him of the nation’s security concerns.

Mr George Fernandes and Mr Jaswant
Singh met the Deputy Prime Minister this
afternoon. The three members of the “Big
Four” discussed the situation on the border
in Drass and Kargil where heavy firing has
reportedly been going on for the past few
days, officials said.

Mr Singh has now shifted to the finance
ministry but his expertise in foreign affairs
and his presence at the meeting proves that
his position in the government remains un-
changed, officials said.

The defence minister said India had “ir-
refutable evidence” that the Pakistani army
was trying to disrupt Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir. He asserted that the
Centre was determined to ensure free and
fair polls in the state. .

Would India would cross the LoC if the
situation became untenable? Mr Fernandes
said India would do everything to fight ter-
rorism and would not be cowed down. “The
polls will end the gun-culture in the Valiey.”

The defence minister accused Pakistan of
“highly provocative acts” along the LoC, es-
pecially in Drass and Kargil. Pakistan, he
said, was trying to provoke India to coun-
ter-attack, but India would not fall in such a
trap. Islamabad has not stopped supporting

militants in J&K, he said.

On the deployment of troops on the bor-
der, the defence minister said it was only af-
ter India had deployed troops on the border
that Pakistan had admitted to helping terro-
rists. Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s 12 January
speech was because of India’s actions and
the USA was aware of this. Deployment of
troops was a “calibrated response”. Since

"™E STATESMA,,
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Mr LK Advani

1990, 13, 835 lives have been lost in terror-
ism. About 3,250 security men have died
India has still maintained a restrained ap-

proach.

The defence minister said the “USZ.

would not pull our chestnuts out of th
fire”. But he said Delhi understood and re
alised the utility and relevance of Pakista;
in the US war against terrorism. The US;
should realise that “Pakistan is part of th
problem and of the solution”, he said.

On the USA’s twin objectives: capture ¢
Osama bin Laden, and of overthrow of T
liban regime and re-establishment of demy
cratic rule in Afghanistan, Mr Fernand
said he had predicted even before the U
military action began that the first task m
end up unfulfilled and the second would !
a long-term gamble.

Mirwaiz concedes
Hurriyat climbdown

H Bula Devi in New Delhi

Samimaiiosion

Sept. 10. - The joint
statement with the Kashmir
Committee was a climbdown
on the part of Hurriyat, Mir-
waiz Omar Farooq has said.

The Kashmiri cleric and
Hurriyat leader says Delhi
has been “flexibile” in its ap-
proach, but Pakistan is a par-
ty by “default” in the Kash-
mir ssue.

He told The Statesman:
“Realistically speaking, ev-
eryone has to climb down a
bit for a settlement . If you
look at the stands we had
taken earlier on the (tripar-
tite) talks between India,
Pakistan and the Hurriyat,
the possibility of a settlement
seemed quite dim, But... with
a realistic and softened ap-
proach by parties... it can on-
ly help in moving towards a
settlement”., -

The Prime Minister’s
statement yesterday that he
hadn't got a formal proposal
on Hurriyat’s wish to visit
Pakistan and that the govern-
ment would look into the
matter once it let’s know its
desire, is a “positive” thing.

“Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
hasn’t  rejected it. 1 think

there is a realisation in Delhi
too, and some amount of
flexibility. ..let the poll dust

-
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‘Bangladeshis
held in Jammu

JAMMU, Sept. 10. — The
Border Security Force ar-
rested 162 Bangladeshis
yesterday when they were
trying to infiltrate into the
country through the for-
ward posts of Alla Mai Di
Kothi (AMK) and Badyal
in RS Pura sector, Of the
162 Bangladeshis arrested,
39 were women and 64 chil-
dren, officials said. — SNS

settle down... a process has
already begun.” he said.
“What is lacking in Kash-

mir is a concentration on the |

process and that’s where we
have to put in more efforts

and the Kashmir Committee |

can help us in this regard.”
Pakistan is a party to the

issue “by default and we

can’t deny it,” he said. Paki-

stan controls one-third of “A- |

zad Kashmir”, which belongs -

to Kashmir.

“” T M I
The issue is very much .

there. Azad Kashmir is part
of the dispute and that has !
been the Hurriyat's position.
Hence, Pakistan is a party by !
default and you have to talk
to them and involve them,”

/



NO NEED FOR INTERMEDIARIES, SAYS ADVANI \/

Jo proposal for Kashmir:®
"o panel to visit Pak.: PM

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 9. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today dismissed the report that
the Line of Control (LoC) would
be converted into the border
between India and Pakistan to
resolve the Kashmir issue, say-
ing he had “also heard about
it”,

The Prime Minister, who left
on a week-long tour to the U.S.
to attend the United Nations
General Assembly session, reac-
ted thus, when asked about re-
ports in some Indian and
Pakistani media that there was
a move to turn the LoC into the
International Border.

Talking to reporters before

emplaning, Mr. Vajpayee de- -

nied that there was any propos-
al to allow the Ram
Jethmalani-led Kashmir Com-
mittee to visit Pakistan to hold
talks with the Hurriyat leaders
there.

The Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, who was also pre-
sent at the airport, said the Gov-
ernment did not need any
intermediaries to solve the
Kashmir issue. “The day we de-
cide to hold talks with Pakistan,
the Government will do so on
its own. There is no neéd for
intermediaries.”

Mr. Vajpayee said that in his
talks with the U.S. President,
George W. Bush, and other
world leaders on the fringes of
the U.N. General Assembly, he
would reaffirm India’s determi-
nation to firmly counter terror-
ism across the globe.

“Our basic message is that
the democracies of the world
have a crucial role in counter-
ing terrorism together,” said
Mr. Vajpayee, who will be ad-
dressing the U.N. General As-
sembly on September 13.

Asked whether Washington
was really keen on New Delhi’s
request to jointly counter cross-
border terrorism backed by Pa-
kistan, he said ‘“‘they (U.S.) are
saying that they are fulfilling

The Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, being greeted by the Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, before his departure to the U.S. in New Delhi on Monday.
The HRD Minister, Murll Manohar Joshi, and the Defence Minister,
George Fermmandes, are also seen. — Photo: V.V. Krishnan

their promise and would con-
tinue to do so”. — PTI

Advani holds meeting
on J&K elections

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 9. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, to-
day held a meeting with his
Cabinet colleagues and the BJP
leaders on the coming Jammu
and Kashmir elections. The
meeting was attended, among
others, by the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Min-

ister, Sushma Swaraj, the
Telecommunications and Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister,
Pramod Mahajan, the Disin-
vestment Minister, Arun Shou-
rie, the Food Minister, Sharad
Yadav, the BJP president, Ven-
kaiah Naidu, and the party spo-
kesperson, Vijay Kumar
Malhotra.

They were briefed on the
preparations for the elections
by officials of the Home Minis-
try, the Election Commission
and the External Affairs Minis-

The meeting was primarily
held to ensure that the various

e

components of the NDA Govern-
ment and the BJP spoke about
the election exercise “in one
voice.”

Speaking to presspersons after
the meeting, Ms. Swaraj said the
Government'’s intention was to
hold an election that was “free,
fair, credible and participatory.”
She said “it is the people’s par-
ticipation which is a guarantee
for free and fair polls.

The Minister said the fact that
party offices had seen queues of
people seeking ticket to contest
the polls was .a sign that there
was “a lot of enthusiasm among
the people for the election.”

~
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Kashmir panel reaches for Big Apple

H Bula Devi in New Delhn )

Sept 9. — Mr Ram Jethmalani’s
Kashmir Committee has a self-defined
big remit — but it also has a big

“reach”. According to Hurriyat leaders,
the committee and the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference plan to meet on
the sidelines of the UNGA summit in
New York and hope to rope in some of
the government representatives
travelling with the Prime Minister’s
party. The Kashmir Committee is also
trying to create space for the members
of the Kashmir Committee of Pakistan
on the same platform.

Home ministry officials dismissed
such a move as an “initiative that
could be at the most be of the Kashmir
Committee and the Hurriyat ; we have
not been told about it. It doesn’t seem
as if the government would be
interested in such a move ... the Prime
Minister did not give any such
indication before leaving for the

UNGA summit meeting”.

"~ Besides two Kashmir Committee
members who are travelling with the
Prime Minister, APHC executive
member Mirwaiz Umar Farooq is
leaving for, New York tomorrow to

Centre call »meet
on Kashmir

NEW-DELHIL, Sept. 9. — Worried
over the - “discordant” voices. on
Kashmir polls, the Centre today held a
meeting to hammer out a consensus.

The ministers were briefed about
the official position on° Kashmir and
how Pakistan was attempting to inte-
rnationalise the ‘issue. The prepared-
ness of the Election Commission was
also discussed. Defence and home
ministry officials also reportedly - bri-
efed senior Jeaders about the ground
situation, - including . cross-border
infiltration of militants and how the
security forces were engaged in regular
battles with terrorists, — SNS

attend the OIC meeting on 13 and 17
September. The resolutions passed by
the OIC, a body of 52 member
countries, form a significant part of
the UN resolution. His speech at the
OIC would focus on “dialogue”.
Speaking to The Statesman, Mirwaiz
Farooq said : “We are trying to push for
a meeting on the sidelines of the UN

im &~ .7.:2::_:.::0

meeting; let us hope for the best.

..After all the Prime Minister did not
outright reject us, which is a positive
sign. ...We hope that those who are in
the Kashmir Committee of Pakistan will
visit New York so that they can also be
present at the meeting”. But he did not
specify who would represent the
government, if the meeting takes place.

Mirwaiz Farooq said the Kashmir
Committee is basically a channel to
highlight a proper perception about
the Hurrivat to the government and
others. He said : “We have a point too
and the committee is helping us on
this front. ...The Kashmir Committee
is an honest broker. ..This (the
meetings with Hurriyat and others) is
just the beginning of a dialogue
process, let the election dust settle
down ..”. According to him, the
Kashmir  committee  has  the
government’s indirect support.

Defending the Hurriyat’s anti-poll
campaign, APHC chairman Prof Abdul
Ghani Bhat today said if the
government has the right to tell the
people of J&K to cast their votes in the
coming elections, “we also have the
right to stop them while giving the logic
... let the people ultimately decide”.
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JETHMALANI TEAM READY TO MEET PAK. PANEL

KC, Hurriyat leaders for
"structured dialogue

By] Venkatesan (‘

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 8. The Kashmir
Committee (KC) and the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) today called for a
“structured dialogue” among
all parties concerned, including
the people across the borders,
to create conditions conducive
for a solution to the Kashmir is-
sue. A joint statement by the KC
and the APHC said all parties
must rise above their traditional
positions, abandon extreme
stands and show flexibility and
realism to reach an acceptable,
honourable and a durable
solution.

After a meeting, M] Akbar,
journalist and one of the mem-
bers of the KC, told reporters
that the “KC supported the
APHC’s wish to pursue a dia-
logue for peace and a durable
solution with Kashmiri political
elements in Pakistan and with
. the Government of Pakistan’’.

The APHC team at the meet-
ing comprised its chairman, Ab-
dul Gani Bhat, Sheikh
Mohammed Ali, Javed Mir and
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq, while
the KC delegation was led by the
former Union Law Minister,
Ram Jethmalani, and included
Ashok Bhan, M.]. Akbar and Di-
lip Padgaonkar.

The Mirwaiz said “the Hurri-
yat would continue with its poll
boycott call as elections are a
closed chapter for us. Elections
in the past had failed to resolve
the Kashmir issue”. Expressing
happiness over the KC decision
to meet Pakistan’s Kashmir
Committee, headed by Sardar
Abdul Qayyum Khan, at a mu-
tually convenient time and

place, he said “‘the venue could
even be a third country’”. He
said “it is indeed a step forward
and the Hurriyat is also of the
firm belief that besides govern-
ment-to-government contact,
there should be a people-to-
people contact”.The Mirwaiz
wanted the Indian and Pakista-
ni Governments to take steps

Decision hailed
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 8. Pakis-
tan’s National Kashmir
Commiittee (PNKC) today
welcomed the desire ex-
pressed by the Kashmir
Committee for a formal
dialogue between the two.

The PNKC chairman |
and former Prime Minis-
ter of Pak-Occupied Kash-
mir, Sardar Abdul
Qayyum Khan, said here
that the outcome of the .
ongoing dialogue between !
the Hurriyat and the KC |
members would deter- :
mine the  course of |
dialogue. i

for achieving a durable solution.
It was agreed that the strength
of the solution lay in its accept-
ance by all parties. “We believe
that all the matters in the world
need to be resolved by sitting
across the table.”

Asked if the KC endorsed the
proposal for converting the Line
of Control into a border be-
tween India and Pakistan, he
said “we don’t accept that.
Kashmir is not a territorial dis-
pute. We want the reunification
of Kashmir and we don’t want
any further division of the
State”. Mr. Akbar said New Del-
hi had made it clear that it was
not against the process of hold-
ing talks but Islamabad needed
to address certain issues, in-
cluding an immediate end to in-
filtration. The KC and the APHC
called on the Governments of
India and Pakistan to make all
efforts to create conditions for
reducing border tensions.

Asked whether the two sides
would continue to hold meet-
ings, the Mirwaiz said the next
date would be fixed either after
the Assembly polls or after the
end of the UN. General As-
sembly session.

Pak. shells Karg|l Drass

By Shujaat Bukhari

KARGIL SEPT. 8. Two civilians were killed and 10, including five
soldiers, injured and an ammunition depot was gutted when Pa-
kistani troops resorted to heavy shelling on Kargil and Drass towns

since Saturday evening.

The residents of Kargil and Drass woke up to the shelling from
across the border. Shells hit the Kargil airport, Minji, Kubartham
and Drass township. One civilian was killed and six others were
injured in Baroo, while another was killed and four others injured

in Drass.
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—Engaging Pak

T WAS, doubtless, highly spec-

ulative — a report in a Pakistani

daily, The News, last week that

Pakistan’s President, Pervez
Musharraf, would “discuss a strategic
headway for Kashmir solution” with
the U.S. President, George W. Bush,
during his Washington visit. The
package, according to it, provides for
a bargain — recognition, by both In-
dia and Pakistan, of the Line of Con-
trol as a permanent border,
withdrawal of India’s claim on
“Azad” Kashmir and the Northern Ar-
eas, and Islamabad’s message to
Kashmiri groups that the Assembly
elections in “held” Kashmir are to be
treated as an internal affair (of India).
The Indian newspapers which repro-
duced the story highlighted the point
that the formula enjoyed the support
of a “strong lobby of Generals, poli-
ticians, Cabinet Ministers, strategists
and experts” in Pakistan. But the oth-
er part, related to the American in-
terest in the plan,  did not attract
attention. This was about Washing-
ton’s idea to request Pakistan for a
base for its troops in the Northern Ar-
eas, most probably in Skardu. The
purpose: to conduct operations
against terrorist outfits and to safe-
guard U.S. interests in the regionon a
long-term basis.

It was not difficult to dismiss the
report as conjectural but not that
easy to find out the how and why of
its publication by a mainstream
newspaper. There was no originality
about the “formula” — such ideas
had been mooted informally from
time to time by all manner of persons
taking interest in the settlement of
the Kashmir problem — it only
evoked instant fierce opposition in
Pakistan, both by the Establishment
and others. The former Pakistan For-
eign Minister, Abdul Sattar, used to
dismiss such suggestions with a curt
one-liner: “The LoC is the problem,
not the solution.” Such suggestions
were regarded as part of a “conspir-
acy” by anti-Pakistan elements, and a
ploy to deprive the Kashmiris of the
“right to shape their destiny”. And
now this very proposal gets respect-
ability through publication in The
News — and what is more surprising,
it is supposed to enjoy the support of
the “generals” among others. The Pa-

- (0 Al

It is in India’s interest that the Kashmir problem,
which has done incalculable damage over
the past 55 years, is resolved.

kistan Foreign Office spokesman pre-
dictably denied it, but the disclaimer
was not as strongly worded as would
have been the case in the past.

Various theories are doing the
rounds in New Delhi. One, the report
could have been inspired by anti-
Musharraf elements to discredit him
for departing from cherished policies
and to project it as the culmination of
the process that began with a u-turn
vis-a-vis the Taliban and the cam-
paign against religious extremists in
the country. Or that he could go to
any limit at the behest of the Amer-
icans. Two, this could be intended to
lure India into a dialogue on Kash-
mir, forcing it to give up the “no talks
till the end of cross-border terrorism”
line.

Three, the formula was favoured
by the U.S. as a compromise between
the rigidly-held positions of India
and Pakistan, with the additional
merit that an early settlement would
help the Americans who “are going to
make their stay in the region longer
than initially perceived and, for this
purpose, need some mini-gairisons
in close but safer areas for logistics
and operational purposes” in their
campaign against the Taliban and Al-
Qaeda.

India did well in refraining from
reacting to the speculative report.
But New Delhi could have avoided
reiterating its line against resump-
tion of the dialogue. In any case, talks
before the end of the Kashmir As-
sembly elections and the parliamen-
tary elections in Pakistan are out of
the question — and a positive re-
sponse by New Delhi now would not
have made any difference at the
practical level. There is another as-
pect. A reasonably peaceful election
in Jammu and Kashmir would gener-
ate strong pressures for talks, which
India would be unable to resist. A
positive line on the dialogue would
have restored to New Delhi the diplo-
matic space it had lost through its
persistent “no”.

Cross-border terrorism is, un-
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doubtedly, the major concern of In-
dia and it could not be blamed for not
sharing the view held by a large sec-
tion of the world community cred-
iting Gen. Musharraf with genuine
efforts to check infiltration. There
were reasons to believe that the clan-
destine movement was not the hand-
iwork of just the rogue elements or
the members of divided families or
that all sections of the ISI had not fall-
en in line with the officially-stated
policies. All that is true but, on bal-
ance, there is greater merit in engag-
ing Pakistan than in refusing to do so.
It is in India’s interest that the
Kashmir problem, which has done
incalculable damage over the past 55
years, is resolved. To say this is not to
suggest a sell-out of national inter-
ests but to make a case for using any
opening that becomes available, in
an effort to settle the issue. Similarly,
New Delhi could afford to take a pos-
itive line over “facilitation” by the
U.S., while taking care that it does not
approximate to arbitration or a third-
party role. Haven't we willingly in-
volved the U.S. in the fight against
terrorist violence and cross-border
flow of militancy? If there is no harm
in U.S. participation in the counter-
terrorism drive in Jammu and Kash-
mir, any move by Washington to
bring India and Pakistan to the con-
ference table on Kashmir could not
create problems. After all, India
agreed at Lahore to discuss with Pa-
kistan all outstanding issues “includ-
ing Kashmir”. Gen. Musharraf was
free to change the Lahore formula-
tion to “Kashmir and other issues”.
The dialogue need not be held, in
its entirety, under the glare of public-
ity. At some stage, when the sensitive
aspects of the Kashmir issue are tak-
en up, secret diplomacy would be
highly useful. The two sides did try
this process after Lahore — it sur-
vived Kargil, but could not withstand
the pressures generated by the mil-
itary coup in Pakistan. The 1999 se-
cret discussions, it became known
later, revolved round the division of
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By K. K. Katyal

the Valley. True the two sides could
not agree, during the limited time at
their disposal, on the dividing line.
They considered various possibilities
— division along the LoC with slight
variations, along the Jhelum or the
Chenab. They may well have suc-
ceeded had their mission not been
cut short by factors beyond the con-
trol of the negotiators.

Even at the risk of repetition, at-
tention needs to be drawn to the in-
formal discussions in 1972 — at the
time of the Shimla Agreement — by
the leaders of India and Pakistan, In-
dira Gandhi and Z.A. Bhutto, on con-
verting the LoC into the international
border. Mr. Bhutto accepted the
proposition but sought time to make
a formal announcement, in order to
prepare the public opinion in his
country. Later — after securing the
release of 93,000 prisoners of war and
the territory captured by India in the
preceding war — he went back on the
informal, unwritten understanding.

A noted Pakistani commentator,
Humayun Gaubhar, called it Bhutto's
diplomatic artistry. Gauhar’s oft-
quoted comment on the disclosure of
this episode by the then Prime Minis-
ter’s Principal Secretary, P.N. Dhar,
acquires a new relevance now — “If it
took a private talk between Mr. Bhut-
to and Mrs. Gandhi in which he made
certain commitments to her but
which he was clever enough not to
have written down in the Shimla
Agreement, or on a separate piece of
paper, then it was diplomatic artistry
of the highest order. He would have
known better than anyone else that
such a private secret agreement,
which is only verbal, was worthless.
Face it Mr. Dhar, even if we accept
what you say, Mr. Bhutto fooled your
Prime Minister.”

Fooling may give satisfaction to
one side or the other but it does not
serve the interest of the subcontinent
and the vast mass of the poor resid-
ing here. India will be justified in
guarding against any double-dealing
or the tendency to score cheap prop-
aganda points. While taking these
precautions, New Delhi could shed
hesitations and engage the Pakistani
side, with the objective of finding a
solution to the Kashmir problem, not
letting it linger on.



Hurriyat; Kashmir panel -

Etatesmen N

NEW DELHI/JAMMU, Sept. 8.
— The Hurriyat Conference and
Kashmir Committee today said
they “unanimously agreed that
all parties (to the Kashmir issue)
must rise above traditional posi-
tions, abandon extreme stands
and show the flexibility and real-
ism to reach an acceptable, hon-
ourable and durable solation”,
In Jammu, the JKLF said Kash-
miris would fight tooth-and-nail
any move to change the LoC in-
to the India-Pakistan border.
The Hurriyat team at the two-
and-a-half-hour meeting com-
prised Mr Abdul Gani Bhatt,
Sheikh Mohammed Ali, Mr
Javed Mir and Mirwaiz Moulvi
Farooq. The Kashmir Commitice
delegation was led by Mr Ram
Jethmalani and included, among
others, Mr MJ Akbar, Mr Ashok
Bhan, and Mr Dilip Padgaonkar.
The Kashmir Committee has
supported the Hurriyat demand
for talks with the Pakistan govern-
ment to find a solution to the
Kashmir problem. “The commit-
tee supports Hurriyat's wish to
pursue a dialogue with the Pakista-
ni government and Kashmiri polit-
ical elements there,” Mr Akbar

it agree, b

told reporters after the meeting,
In a joint statement, both
sides called on the Indian and
Pakistani governments to reduce
tensions and create conditions
for talks. The leaders agreed
that a solution could be found if
there is a structured dialogue be-
tween all parties to the dispute.
They reiterated that a solution
would have to take into account
wishes of all regions of J&K.
Mirwalz Moulvi Farooq and
Mr Akbar said the two sides had
condemned all forms of vio-
lence. They said they were ready
to meet Pakistan’s Kashmir
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Arms seized rm rendre mhtant on display in Baramuila. Pl

Committee, led by Sardar Abdul
Qayoom, at a mutually conven-
ient time and place.

On the reported proposal to
convert the LoC into interna-
tional border, Mirwaiz said: “We
don’t accept that... Kashmir is
not a territorial dispute. We
want the reunification of Kash-
mir..we don’t want any further
division...” He rejected the As-
sembly elections in Jammu and
Kashmir, saying the exercise
would not serve any purpose.

Mr Akbar said the Kashmir
Committee wanted people to ac-
tively participate in the polls. The

only just q:

elections, he hoped, would lead to
“healthy democracy” in the state.

In Jammu, the JKLF has
warned against any decision to
convert the LoC into the Inter-
national Border. “Peace at the
cost of justice will not be toler-
ated,” a JKLF source has said.

"In a letter titled “Kashmir —
the double-edged sword” addre-
ssed to Mr George Bush, JKLF
chief Mr Amanullah Khan said
the Kashmir issue was akin to a
“double-edged sword with which-
one could commit suicide and al- -
so kil one’s enemy”. Copies of
the letter have been sent to Gen.
Musharraf and Mr Vajpayee.

If the issue was not addressed

properly, the letter said, it could
destroy the region and damage
world peace. If solved amicably,
India, Pakistan and Kashmir
would have a prosperous future.
Grenade blast: Five persons were
injured as militants lobbed gre-
nades at BSF patrol parties at
two places in Srinagar last night,
police said. adds PT]. A Tehreek-
e-Jehad militant surrendered he-
fore the security forces today (see
photograph).
National Conference manifesto:
The NC manifesto, released in
Srinagar today, makes autonomy
its main poll plank, adds PTL

S
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THE DETENTION OF Kashmiri separatist lead-
ers — including the Hurriyat Conference Chair-
man, Abdul Ghani Bhat, and the Democratic
Freedom Party (DFP) leader, Shabir Shah — re-
flects the arbitrariness and confusion which
mark officially blessed attempts to resolve the
Kashmir imbroglio through negotiations. The
timing of the house airests gives the game away.
They were made barely 24 hours before the Ram
Jethmalani-headed Kashmir Committee was to
hold talks with a delegation of separatist lead-
ers. Moreover, they were made on the very day
that Mr. Shah’s DFP and those owing allegiance
to the Hurriyat Conference had proposed to
launch an ‘awareness campaign’ aimed at per-
suading people to boycott the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly poll.

It is not clear how long the detentions will be
enforced, but independent reports establish
that the leaders were ordered to stay at home
{even though the Jammu and Kashmir police
have denied making any house arrests). What
the incidents expose is the insecurity and impa-
tience of the Farooq Abdullah administration
towards the entire exercise of entering into a
dialogue with separatist leaders — the Chief
Minister has gone as far as accusing the Kashmir
Committee of having no other agenda but to
undermine the National Conference. If the aim
was to scuttle the dialogue, the house arrests
may have achieved its cynical objective tempo-
rarily with the Hurriyat leaders declaring their
inability to attend the second round of talks that
was scheduled to take place in Delhi over the
weekend. If a related objective was to dampen
the anti-poll campaign, then surely this is some-
thing that should be done by persuading people
about the importance of exercising their fran-
chise and not through intimidatory tactics such
as making house arrests of political voices seen
as of consequence in Kashmir.

Whatever the motive, at a larger level, the in-
cidents expose the total lack of coherence on
‘the part of the (. ‘tre when it comes to pol'cy
matters on Jamr  nd Kashmir. A part of “he
reason for this is self-evident. We have a sit-

THE HINDL:

uation where the Centre, on the one hand, sig-
nals its (albeit tacit) support for the initiatives
taken by the Kashmir Committee and, on the
other hand, has as a constituent the National
Conference, which has made no secret of its op-
position to any proposal to constructively en-
gage the separatists in a dialogue. The utter
helplessness of the Centre in preventing the Ab-
dullah Government from detaining separatist
leaders on the eve of a dialogue which it is in
favour of is unmistakable.

Added to thic inherent contradiction is the
lack of clarity that has characterised the Vaj-
payee Government’s initiatives on the Kashmir
front. From the beginning, there have been too
many interlocutors with no clear approach
about what they wanted to achieve and how
they proposed to go about it. The much hyped
K.C. Pant mission proved to be a non-starter
with the Hurriyat objecting to the choice of the
person who headed it. The recent nomination of
Arun Jaitley, to discuss more devolution of pow-
er to Jammu and Kashmir, seemed more like a
stratagem to give the National Conference
something it could hold up as an achievement in
the poll campaign rather than a serious bid to
address the issue. As for the Kashmir Commit-
tee, it spent a good part of the time canvassing
for the impossible — the postponement of elec-
tions after the election schedule was an-
nounced. Although the Centre has indicated
that it supports the Committee’s efforts, neither
the Prime Minister nor the Home Minister cared |
to meet Mr. Shah when he was in Delhi recently
— a visit which ended in his piqued assertion '
that he too would boycott the polls. If the second
round of talks became possible, it was only be-
cause of a specific understanding that the dia- |
logue will be delinked from the poll. It is a pity
that a potentially forward-moving dialogue has
been obstructed by a thoughtless move to detain
Shabir Shah and the Hurriyat leaders. Such ret-
rograde political signals such as these could
dangerously disSipate much of the positive at-
mosphere gfeated by New Delhi’s decision to
hold eleefions in the troubled State.
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Shablr Shah Bhat under house arrest

JAMMU/NEW DELH]I, Sept. 6.
— The leader of the Jammu and
-Kashmir Democratic Freedom
Party, Mr Shabir Shah, All-Party
Hurriyat Conference chairman

Prof Abdul Gani Bhat, Shia
leader Maulana Abbas Ansari,
People’s Conference chief Mr
Sajjad Lone, Jamaat-e-Islami

leader Shiekh Ali Mohamad

were put under house arrest by
the J&K police in Srinagar to-
day. Former Hurriyat chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, however,
was not put under house arrest.

Prof Bhat was scheduled to
lead a four-membeg delegation
to Delhi for the second round of
talks with the Kashmir Commit-
tee chairman, Mr Ram Jethma-
lani, this afternoon. Prof Bhat
said: “We will informally meet
tomorrow to _decide on our fu-
ture course of action.”

The Hurriyat chairman said
from his Wazir Bagh residence

m Srinagar that l\ce force
came to his housq early this
morning and put him under

house arrest. “When [ woke up
in the morning, I found scores of
policemen surrounding my
house. When I asked them why
they were here, they said I had
been put under house arrest.”

"He said the Hurriyat “head-
quarters at Raj Bagh, Srinagar,
too had been “under siege”, with
the BSE, CRPF and J&K police
surrounding the building.

Mr Shabir Shah said over
phone from Srinagar that police
entered his house at 5 a.m. today.
“Since then, I am under house ar-
rest.” He attributed the “sudden
move” of the state government to
sheer frustration. Mr Shah was
scheduled to address a press con-
ference in Srinagar today. “I will
address the press tomorrow.”
DGP denial: The DGP, Mr AK
Suri, denied that any of the sepa-
ratist leaders, including Prof Bhat
and Mr Shah, were put under
“house arrest” by the police to-
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day. “The Hurr?yat Iader? ar%
free to go wherever they want. We
wouldn’t stop them. They were
themselves not interested in go-
ing. Mirwaiz Farcoq even ad-
dressed the Friday congregation.”

The Doordarshan too demed
the reports.

The hobse arrest of separatist
leaders in the Valley has left the
Hurriyat leaders determined to
come to Delhi tomorrow. They
warned that if stopped by the

state government, they would .

start a mass campaign against
the National Conference.

The Centre was caught un-
aware when the reports reached
the Capital. Frantic phone calls
were made to the Valley and con-
fusion prevailed for quite some
time. By evening, a new theory
about the leaders’ detention was
being floated. It said that under
the instructions from Pakistan,
the Hurriyat leaders had decided
not to come to Delhi. “The Hur-
riyat has been warned by Paki-

_ stan. Police didn’t keep them un-

Qer-house arrest. The separatists
chose to stay in their houses, but
spread the rumour that they were
under house arrest to create ten-
sion,” an official said.

Speaking to The Statesman,
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq said that
after telephonic talks with other
Hurriyat leaders it was decided
that they would take the flight to
Delhi tomorrow.

Denying any Pakistan link, Mr
Farooq wondered why every-
thing was seen through the prism
of Pakistan. “It’s difficult to un-
derstand why the administration
took a step like this ... If at all
they were so apprehensive about
the separatists saying something
on a Friday namaz, why didn't
they take action last Friday.”

Attributing it to the Chief
Election Commissioner, he said
that a “peaceful boycott call is
the right of the people™.

The Kashmir Committee has
condemned the house arrest of
the leaders while accusing the NC
of acting as a “spoiler of peace”.
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NEW DELHI, SEPT. 1. In a scathing
attack on the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, the Kash-
mir Committee (KC) chairman,
Ram Jethmalani, today said that
his refusal to meet the senior
Kashmir separatist leader, Sha-
bir Shah, was a move that had
the potential of derailing the
peace process.

Terming Mr. Advani’s atti-
tude “discouraging”, the former
Law Minister said, “It was a
move which may have the con-
sequence of derailing the peace
process. Luckily, it has not hap-
pened as is clear from the state-
ments of Shah and the
Hurriyat.”

However, seeking to ignore
the “unfriendly gesture” of Mr.
Advani, he said, “Surely, the
meeting with the Deputy Prime
Minister was not the be-all and
end-all of the peace process.”

Mr. Jethmalani said that last

i year when K.C. Pant went to
' Kashmir, the Union Govern-
ment issued a long statement
devoting a whole paragraph to
| the Hurriyat.
i “You (the Centre) wanted
| them (Hurriyat) last year, but
why have you closed the door
| particularly after a change of
scenario since September 11
and particularly after the Kash-
mir Committee has done so
much of work in this regard?
Obviously this kind of attitude is
intended to derail the excellent
work that is being done. It is a
matter of great satisfaction that
the desired effect of derailment
has not taken place.”

On the conflicting statements
of Mr. Shah regarding his par-
ticipation in the elections, made
after he met the KC for nearly
five hours spread over two days,
Mr. Jethmalani said, “The mis-
- understanding was created be-
cause the statements were
blown out of context. What he
said was participation in the
i elections would depend on the
creation of a conducive atmo-
sphere after taking certain con-
crete confidence-building
measures and now the ball is in
the Centre’s court.”

“The most important
achievement was that Shah and
his party wanted dialogue and
peaceful means to solve the
Kashmir problem,” he said,
adding, “It should be seen in the
proper context. He said I will
participate if you fulfil the con-
i ditions.”

‘Hawks responsible’

Sounding critical of the deci-
sion of the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, and Mr. Adva-
ni not to meet him, Mr. Shah
said hawks in the Central Gov-
ernment had sabotaged a “seri-

ods effort” to resolve the
Kashmir issue.

“We have been neither
against the democratic process
nor are we scared of fighting
elections. But mere change of
government is not our motive,
we want to resolve the Kashmir
issue.”

Mr. Shah said some of the
“hawks in the Government had
managed to put impediments
not only in his path but also in
the path of the Kashmir Com-
mittee, led by Ram Jethmalani,
whom the Kashmiris see as their
friends”.

“What is the policy of the
Government vis-a-vis Kashmir

~ Jethmalani slams Advani’s
refusal to

is not known to us. First, they

invite separatist leaders for talks
through the Kashmir Commit-
tee and then back out.”

He flayed the statements of
the BJP accusing the Congress
chief, Sonia Gandhi, of attempt-
ing to sabotage the peace proc-
ess, saying, “The BJP today
stands exposed in the eyes of
the public for not being sincere
in resolving the Kashmir issue.”

Mr. Shah said he had two
rounds of talks over telephone
with the chairman of Pakistan’s
Kashmir Committee, Sardar Ab-
dul Qayyum Khan, and dis-
cussed the Kashmir issue
threadbare. — PTI

Hurriyat defers decision
Conference

on People’s

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 1. The All-Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) to-
day failed to take any decision
about the possible “expulsion”
of the People’s Conference,
which is alleged to have fielded
dummy candidates in the elec-
tions.

A joint meeting of the APHC
working committee, executive
and general council held today
was stormy, but did not decide
on the expulsion. The People’s
Conference chairman, Sajjad
Lone, however, dared the Hurri-
yat to take action against his
party. The APHC meeting,
chaired by Abdul Gani Bhat,
was convened after some of its
constituents demanded the ex-
pulsion of the PC for “proxy
participation” in the elections.
The issue was discussed first by
the seven-member executive
and the PC was represented by
Pir Hafizullah Makhdoomi.

Later, all the three bodies met
at a marathon session, during
which some members shouted
slogans demanding the PC’s
ouster from the 23-party con-
glomerate. The Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front, the
Muslim League, the [slamic Stu-
dents League and the Muslim
Khawateen Markaz were more
vocal in their demands. As the
PC’s fate was being discussed,
some 200 supporters of the
Lone brothers reached the Hur-
rivat headquarters and raised
slogans. It was a show of
strength by the PC warning the
Hurriyat leadership not to expel
the party.

In the executive meeting, the
JKLF member, Mohammad Sa-
lim, wanted the PC expelled for
its “anti-movement and pro-
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Sajjad Lone

election activities” while the se-
nior executive member, Moulvi
Abbas Ansari, suggested giving
sufficient time to the PC repre-
sentative, Bilal Lone, to explain
his position. The Jamat-e-Islami
leader, Sheikh Ali Mohammad,
sources said, threw his lot be-
hind the PC. The executive then
agreed to continue the discus-
sion on Monday.

The APHC chairman, Prof.
Bhat, later told presspersons:
“We met and discussed the is-
sues pertaining to the decision
taken by PC members on con-
testing the elections. The dis-
cussion will continue and we
will issue a statement tomor-
row.” Sources said the APHC
wanted to take the extreme step
but “timely intervention from
across the border” prevented
the move.

At his Ralwalpora residence,
Mr. Sajjad Lone said, “There is
no action yet from the Hurriyat.
So we will not react.” However,
“as long as they go by the Hurri-
yat constitution and if we are
guilty, we will receive the deci-
sion with thanks. If they feel we
are guilty they have to prove it.”
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“‘Autonomy’ dialogue on hold;
« Kashmir panel meets Sonia

By Our Special Correspondeht

NEW DELHI, AUG. 31. The “autono-
my” dialogue between the Cen-
tral Government and the
Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment has been grounded, at
least for now. The Centre’s des-
ignated ‘“representative” and
former Union Law Minister,
Arun Jaitley, was to travel this
week to Srinagar to hold the
third round of talks with G. M.
Shah, senior-most Minister in

- the Farooq Abdullah Govern-
¢ ment. In the last round on Au-

gust 9 in New Delhi, it was

" agreed that the interlocutors

would meet next in Srinagar at

the end of the month.
However, the Jammu and

Kashmir Government is be-

lieved to have informed New
Delhi that the “autonomy dia-
logue” should be put on hold,
till the Assembly elections are
out of the way. The ostensible
reason for putting the talks on
hold is that the National Con-
ference leadership, including
Mr. Shah himself, is fully en-
gaged in the coming elections,
and could not be expected to al-
low itself to be distracted by the
“autonomy’’ talks.

The National Conference
leadership, nonetheless, is re-
ported to be cut up with the
Centre for “entertaining” sepa-
ratists such as Shabir Shah of
the Jammu and Kashmir Demo-
cratic Freedom Party or those
associated with the All-Party

Hurriyat Conference. The Kash-

More protection for
‘proxy’ candidates

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, AUG. 31. The Centre is believed to have taken extra
precaution to ensure the physical safety of “proxy candidates” in
the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elections. It seems to have
become alert to the new element of some activists of the People’s
Conference entering the electoral fray.

At least four candidates in the Kupwara district are deemed to
be “former” members of the People’s Conference. The leader of
the People’s Conference, Abdul Gani Lone, was assassinated at a
public meeting only a few months ago. Though the party contin-
ues to maintain its nominal membership of the All-Party Hurri-
yat Conference, it is fairly well known that the Lone brothers,
Sajjad and Bilal, hold pro-Pakistan elements within the Hurriyat
as having conspired in the assassination of their father.

The Centre, therefore, is reported to have realised that these
“proxy candidates” would need to be protected because they
have courageously entered the fray risking intimidation, threat or
coercion from the agents of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-

. gence, the Hurriyat-controlled mujahideen groups and the Na-

tional Conference “hot-heads.” Ashok Bhandari, Special
Secretary in the Union Home Ministry, is already in the Valley.
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mir Committee, headed by Ram
Jethmalani, held another round
of talks with Mr. Shah this week
here, and next week a Hurriyat
delegation is expected to en-
gage the Jethmalani panel.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Farooq Abdul-
lah, has publicly ridiculed Mr.
Jethmalani’s efforts. But in par-
ticular, the Abdullah Govern-
ment did not take kindly to the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s reported assurance to
Mr. Jethmalani that the “dia-
logue” with the separatists
could continue even after the
Assembly elections.

The National Conference
leadership also feels that at a
time when it is trying to position
itself as an antagonist against
the Bharatiya Janata Party,
there is not much political mile-
age in being seen holding a dia-
logue  with a  Central
“representative”’ who also hap-
pens to be the BJP’s public face.
In any case, the “autonomy”
card has not generated the kind
of excitement the National Con-
ference leadership had hoped
for.

Meanwhile, the Kashmir
Committee had an hour-long
interaction with senior leaders
of the Congress, including the
party president, Sonia Gandhi,
Manmohan Singh, Natwar
Singh and Pranab Mukherjee.
Mr. Jethmalani and his col-
leagues told the Congress lead-
ership of the nature of
discussions they had had so far
with the Kashmiri leaders.
While reportedly blessing the
panel’s efforts, the Congress
leadership was keen on know-
ing how the committee’s la-
bours would be of help in the
current context /of the Assembly
poll.
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‘CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES NEEDED FOR PARTICIPATION=

Shablr Shah sa

By Harish Khare (3

NEW DELHI, AUG. 30. The Kashmir
Committee-centric initiative to
involve the separatist camp in
next month’s Assembly elec-
tions collapsed today with the
leader of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Democratic Freedom Party,
Shabir Shah, putting forth pre-
conditions which simply cannot
be met, even if the Centre was
inclined to concede Mr. Shah'’s
stipulations.

Even though after a mara-
thon session with the Kashmir
Committee, headed by the for-
mer Union Law Minister, Ram
Jethmalani, Mr. Shah had “in
principle agreed to participate
in the elections,” he later made
it clear that there was no ques-
tion of his party’s participation
in the next month’s exercise.

The Kashmir Committee ap-
parently endorsed Mr. Shah’s
stand that “a number of com-
prehensive confidence-building
measures needed to be taken to

d,vL.___,
ensure participation in such
free, fair and meaningful elec-
tions.”

A joint statement issued by
the two sides lists these confi-
dence building-measures: The
release of those who have been
illegally/unfairly jailed; a hon-
ourable and dignified return of
migrants; greater accountability
of the Special Operation Group
and other anti-insurgency
groups; end to custodial kill-
ings; a speedy trial of those
jailed for petty offences; consti-
tution of a commission to probe
custodial killings and disap-
pearance of persons; and, facil-
itation of an intra-Kashmir
dialogue. Except for the “return
of the migrants” (read the Kash-~
miri Pandits), these measures
have figured in almost everybo-
dy’s list of potential “confi-
dence-building measures.”’
Each of these has an appeal of
its own, which the administra-
tors find difficult to operational-
ise and accept.

The bnly concession that the
Kashmir Committee appears to
have secured from the JKDFP is
a reiteration that “it was never
against such a participation (in
the election) since it has always
been committed to democratic
process. It wholeheartedly
agrees with the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, that elec-
tions alone can identify the true
representatives of the people of
the State for a peaceful resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue.” The
Shabir Shah side also conceded
that “violence as aprinciple or a
strategy has no rgf&n the reso-
lution of any problem anywhere
in the world including the Kash-
mir problem.”

Whatever comfort this affir-
mation of an intent of peaceful
means may provide, there'is a
sense of disappointment in the
Kashmir Committee that its ex-
ertions have not moved Mr.
Shah. As it is, the committee
was bitter that the Centre was
unwilling to heed its advice to

Hurriyat's programme fails to take off?

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 30. A mass contact programme of
the All-Party Hurriyat Conference to mobilise
public opinion against the coming elections to
the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly has appar-
ently failed to take off.

None of the Hurriyat leaders who addressed
the Friday congregations in various mosques to-
day talked of a poll boycott or commented on
the filing of nominations by three candidates
“covertly” supported by the Peoples Confer-
ence, a constituent of the Hurriyat Conference.

Addressing a gathering at the Jama Masjid
here, his first after a visit to the European coun-
trigs, the Hurriyat chairman, Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq, said the organisation would hold talks
with the Kashmir Committee for the resolution
of the Kashmir crisis. The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, had acknowledged that wrongs
had been committed and that he would do ev-
erything to address the grievances of the people.
“We are ready to talk to the Kashmir Committee
with the good faith that it will help in the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir dispute,” Mirwaiz Farooq
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said. “The Hurriyat is ready for unconditional
and meaningful talks with the Government for a
durable resolution to the long-standing Kashmir
issue... If the Government takes any step in this
direction, the Hurriyat will respond positively.”

He, however, did not urge his supporters to
boycott the elections. He only cautioned them
that their casting of votes would “damage the
movement.” The world had changed after Sep-
tember 11. The attacks in America had led to all
the “freedom movements” being termed “ter-
rorist” but now “genuine movements” were be-
ing recognised as legitimate freedom struggles.
“We are not against elections, but they should be
held under United Nations observation and for
the resolution of the Kashmir crisis,” he said.

Agha Hassan, a second-rung Hurriyat leader,
addressed a similar gathering in which he said
that the Centre was striking a rigid posture.

The leader of the Jammu and Kashmir Liber-
ation Front, Javid Mir, and Sheikh Ali Muham-
mad also addressed a meeting and urged the
people to stand their ground. The Hurriyat was
ready for talks for the resolution of the Kashmir
dispute.

ys ‘no’ to polls

postpone the Assembly
elections.

Mr. Jethmalani failed to ar-
range a meeting between Mr.
Vajpayee and Mr. Shah. The
prime ministerial refusal was
built into the uncertainty that
dogged the Committee; its status
or the nature of patronage it en-
joyed from the Vajpayee Gov-
ermnment has never been
clarified, even though Mr. Shah
today claimed that the commit-
tee had been “authorised by
none other than the Deputy
Prime Minister himself.”

Realising that the Jethmalani
Committee had been rendered
irrelevant as far as the next
month’s elections were con-
cerned, Mr. Shah decided to
widen his consultation process.
Along with the Kashmir Com-
mittee convener, Ashok Bhan,
he called on the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, and the se-
nior Congress leader,
Manmohan Singh.

Mr. Shah is believed to have
conveyed to Ms. Gandhi that his
party is committed to a “secular
India, and not to the Sangh Pari-
var India.” He is likely to meet
other secular leaders. “Yes, I will
be meeting Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav and other leaders with secu-
lar  credentials,” he told
reporters after meeting Ms.
Gandhi. Later in the evening,
Mr. Shah had an hour-long in-
teraction with the Samajwadi
Party leader, Mr. Yadav.

The JKDFP leader also sought
to craft a secular/communal
context to his quest when he
noted that he would not be
meeting the BJP leaders.

“This party has shown its real
face. I thought there was a ray of
hope in the party by the pres-
ence of Mr. Vajpayee but that
too seems to be dwindling now,”’
he said. The Kashmir Committee
itself is likely to have an audi-
ence with the Congress presi-
dent. The meeting has been
agreed upon after considerable
behind-the-scene  discussions
thhm the AICC establishment.
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2 Jethmalam in J&K warp

NEW DELHI, Aug. 29. — The Kashmir Committee,
headed by Mr Ram Jethmalani, appears to be
contradicting what the Prime Minister had said on 15
August. In response to a question, Mr Jethmalani
today said the government would speak to “every
element” in J&K. Mr Vajpayee, however, had earlier
categorically said that the Centrewould speak only to
elected representatives and organisations.

The Prime Minister in his Red Fort speech on 15
August had said: “..I wish to assure the people of
J&K that if any mistakes have occurred, we shall
make amends. For this, we shall talk to elected
representatives and organisations. Talks will also take
place on the demand for more powers to the state”.

However, when Mr Jethmalani was asked who
the government would speak to when the separatist
leaders with whom the Kashmir Committee is
talking to has rejected participation in elections, he

said: “The government will speak to every element,
including elected representatives”.

Government officials told The Statesman that
there is no change in policy. “The government has not
changed its policy and it will stick to what the Prime
Minister said on Independence Day. The government
will speak to elected representatives because they
have a mandate. Therefore, there can be no talks with
the government before the elections,” said an official.

The officials said Mr Jethmalani sought an
appointment with the Prime Minister today in his
individual capacity and not as part of the Kashmir
committee. Officials indicated that giving an
appointment to Mr Jethamalani as part of the
Kashmir Committee would have sent the wrong
signals. “Therefore, Mr Jethamalani could seck an
appointment only in individual capacity ... he gave an
impression to the separatists that an appointment
would be fixed with the PM but he has failed because
the government cannot change policy”” Mr LK
Advani has also refused to meet separatist leaderi.
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By Luv Puri

JAMMU, AUG. 28. The Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic Freedom
Party JKDFP) chairman,
Shabir Shah, said here today
that he was going to Delhi
with an “open mind” and an
“air of optimism” for a
second round of talks with
the Kashmir Committee
headed by the former Union
Law Minister, Ram
Jethmalani.

Talking to The Hindu
before leaving for Delhi Mr.
Shah said that he had had
fruitful discussions with the
members of the Kashmir
Committee in the first round
in which both sides got to
hear about each othet’s view
points.

“I expect that the second
round will be equally
exhaustive and lead to some
positive results”.

It was now time for
specifics and gave a shape to
the dialogue process.Hoping

that the people-to-people
dialogue initiated by Mr.
Jethmalani would succeed, he
said that if some consensus
was reached the proposals
would be forwarded to the
Central Government.
Asserting that he was not
afraid of contesting the
coming Assembly elections,
Mr. Shah said he was ready to
prove his representative

character. He had the people |
with him and “why should I I
feel scared of any democratic
exercise? But I should be ]
assured that this will lead to a
final solution of the Kashmir
problem and for this I am
stressing time and again the
need to hold a dialogue; only
then will the question of my
participation in the elections
will arise.”

Comedy

NEW DELHI, AUG 28. In a comedy
of errors at the Indira Gandhi
Airport here, the Congress
workers today garlanded Kash-
miri separatist leader, Shabir
Shah, shouting slogans such as
“bharat mata ki jai" and “desh
ka laal, tujhe salam’.

The Congress workers, who
had come to receive Sunil Dutt,
M.P., were unaware as to who
had come out of the departure

of errors

lounge as the mediapersons
surrounded Mr. Shah for his
comments on the Kashmir
problem.

As Mr. Shah finished his brief |
interaction with the media and |
walked through the ramp of the ]‘
departure lounge, the Congress ,
workers garlanded him and |
showered rose petals amidst
slogans in praise of his “com- |
mitment” to the nation. — PTI |
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\AO ' By Our Staff Reporte! g

NEW DELHI, AUG. 25. The Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister, Farooq Abdullah, today s3id here that
the Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) cannot be
reclaimed and it was time India came to terms
with this harsh reality.

“We should accept that PoK is not ours. We
can keep issuing statements and pass resolu-
tions, but we cannot get it back,” Dr. Abdullah
said at the Press Club of India while releasing a
book “The Black Book of Gujarat”.

The book on communal violence in the State is
edited by M.L. Sondhi and Apratim Mukarji. Its
contributors include Fali S. Nariman, Imtiaz Ah-
mad, C. R. Irani, Kanwal S. Rekhi, A.N. Dar, Roger
Fisher and R. K. Amin.

The National Conference leader, who had been
advocating attack of terrorist training camps
across the border, called for “forgiving and for-
getting the past mistakes” of the Pakistani mil-
itary ruler, Pervez Musharraf, for the sake of
peace in the region. “The problem cannot be
solved through guns and violence. It can be re-
solved only through dialogue.”

In his over an hour-long speech, Dr. Abdullah
alleged that the schedule for the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly polls have been announced
without consulting him. “The Chief Minister did
not know about the schedule when it was an-
nounced. I first came to know about it only
through the media,” he claimed.

However, he asserted that elections in the State
would be free and fair. “J. M. Lyngdoh (the Chief
Election Commissioner) would ensure it,” Dr.

e

says Farooq

Abdullah said, adding that his Government was
fully co-operating with the Election Commission.

Referring to the communal violence in Gujarat,
he said the country was passing through the same
situation as it did in 1947 immediately after parti-
tion. Blaming the fundamentalists of both Hindu
and Muslim communities for murder of human-
ity, he said: “Those fighting in the name of Allah
or Ram have only lust for power and nothing
beyond that. It is not just innocent lives but the
nation’s secular ethos that has been murdered,”
he said.

Dr. Abdullah blamed the political leadership
for the present situation, which instead of uniting
the nation has only helped in dividing society.
“India is going further down,” he said. Expressing
his deep frustration and anguish over the way
politics was shaped in the country, he said: “T do
not want to be in politics now.”

Refusing to comment on the controversy sur-
rounding the Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, Dr. Abdutlah regretted that the religious
identity of Mr. Lyngdoh was being dragged into
the controversy. However, he cautioned not to
push Mr. Modi to the wall. “Do not push him to
the wall. In that case, he would become a hard-
core fundamentalist which will not be good for
the country. Try to win him. Bring him back,” he
said.

Earlier, the former Foreign Secretary, Much-
kund Dubey, said secularism in India was re-
duced to mere slogans. “Politics has come to such
a low that remaining in power has become the
sole aim of politicians,” he said. ‘

-
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Hurriyat agrees to round two of talks

Srinagar: The Hurriyat Conference and separatist
leader Shabir Shah on Thursday accepted the offer of
the Kashmir Committee led by Ram Jethmalani for
holding the second round of talks to resolve the Kash-
mir imbroglio. “We have not received the invitation
but I have been communicated officially about it and
we have agreed to hold the second round of talks,”
Hurriyat chairman Abdul Gani Bhat said. Asked
about the offer of the committee to facilitate talks
with Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee and deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani, Mr Bhat said “we have made it
clear that we will talk to the leaders at the Centre if
they accept that the Kashmir issue has to be settled
and they agree for our going to Pakistan.”

However, Mr Bhat said that the executive committee
of the amalgam was meeting soon to formalise the
agenda for talks with the Kashmir Committee. Mr Bhat
refused to reply when asked about Mr Jethmalani’s
comment after his three-day visit to the Valley that the
Hurriyat was “dancing to the tune of Pakistan”.

Asked whether the Hurriyat would be sending in
the same team which held talks with the committee
last week, Mr Bhat said “not necessarily, I think this
time the delegation will comprise three members
only.” Another separatist leader, Shabir Shah, also ac-
cepted the invitation and said “we will meet the Prime

,%

Shabir Shah

Ram Jethmalani

Abdul G. Bhat

Minister also, if an invitation is extended.”

The Hurriyat leadership told the official that the
Kashmir problem had not only “endangered” peace in
the sub-continent but also in South Asia, the
spokesman said. Commenting on the visit of diplo-
mats of several countries to Jammu and Kashmir, he
said efforts for a solution to the Kashmir problem in
the changing global scenario had speeded up and in-
ternational community leaders were visiting Kash-
mir to acquaint themselves of the latest situation.

Meanwhile, the Election Commission has convened
a meeting of poll observers to review the poll prepa-

rationg in Jammu and Kashmir. agencies \
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~Hurriyat, Shabir Shah mwted for talk34

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 22. The Kashmir
Committee (KC), headed by the
former Union Law Minister,
Ram Jethmalani, has formally
invited the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference and Shabir Shah,
chairman of the Democratic
Freedom Party for “continuing
the dialogue which commenced
in Srinagar when the committee
was recently there.”

The committee convener,
Ashok Bhan, has sent identical
invitations to the Hurriyat chief,
Abdul Gani Bhat, and Mr. Shah.
The letter said “it would be ap-
preciated if you can make the
visit early next week so that a
further structured dialogue
could go on for hammering out
a peaceful and lasting solution
to the Kashmir imbroglio.” It is
believed that Mr. Shah has
agreed to come to the capital
next week.

Mr. Jethmalani and Mr. Bhan
are reported to be of the view
that notwithstanding the rejec-
tion of the Committee’s sug-

gestion that the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly elections be
deferred, the dialogue with the
“separatist”’ camp must not be
allowed to fall into disuse. Mr.
Bhan, who is the pointman for
contact with the Kashmiri lead-
ers, remains engaged with
Kashmiri leaders, especially
Prof. Bhat. The KC leaders have
come back from Srinagar con-
vinced that the mood in the Val-
ley was ripe for a breakthrough
only if “New Delhi” could mus-
ter imagination.

RECONSIDER DECISION:

TOR

It will be the committee’ s en-
deavour to see if a meeting
could be organised between the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and Mr. Shah, without
either side diluting its known
stand.

Though the KC is known to
have been granted audience by
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice has been lukewarm to its ef-
forts.

Hence, the keenness to find
ways of signalling that the com-

JETHMALANI

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, AUG. 22. Undeterred by the Election Commission’s
notification today ordering polls in Jammu and Kashmir from
September 16, the Kashmir Committee chairman, Ram Jeth-
malani, reiterated his plea to reconsider the decision and post-
pone elections,in the trdubled State.

Mr. Jethmalani said elections at this stage would stifle wider
participation in the process. Just a few days ago, a new front
comprising 13 former militant groups had expressed willing-
ness to contest the elections. “The decision may be technically
correct but it is politically idiotic,” he said at a press meet here.

mlttee enDys con3d§nce\§qross

the board among the powers
that be.

However, there is the realisa-
tion that the KC's exertions
would be affected by the BJP’s
decision to have an electoral
understanding with the newly-
created, RSS-sponsored Jammu
State Morcha, which is agitating
for trifurcation of Jammu and
Kashmir. Different actors in the
separatist camp in the Kashmir
valley are bound to see the rul-
ing party’s move as the weak-
ening of the Centre’s “integral
part” resolve.

Meanwhile, the Kashmiri
Samiti, an organisation of the
Kashmiri Pandits, has criticised
the holding of elections.

“The ensuing elections to the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
are meaningless for Kashmiri
Hindus as these do not, in any
way, help them to pursue their
objective of returning to their
homes with honour and digni-
ty,” the committee president,
Sunil Shakdher, said in a press
statement.
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N THE current debate on atiton-

omy for Jammu and Kashmir, it

is being argued that the State

was granted special status or
that it agreed to accede to the Union
on only three subjects due to special
reasons. The fact is that the State was
neither granted nor did it demand a
special status. All the states ruled by
princes were required to accede to
India or Pakistan on only three sub-
jects — Defence, Foreign Affairs and
Communications. Jammu and Kash-
mir was not and could not be an
exception.

However, later other princes sur-
rendered their right of Constitution-
making to the Constituent

Assembly of India which eventual-
ly adopted a uniform Counstitution for
the former princely states and those
of the former British India. Neither
the ruler nor the political leadership
nominated by him to run the Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir surren-
dered more powers. Instead, in
accordance with the Constitutionally
prescribed procedure, the represen-
tatives of the State and the Union
Government agreed that “Constitu-
ent Assembly of the state would be
empowered to determine other pow-
ers — beyond the Instrument of Ac-
cession — to be transferred to the
Government of India”. Accordingly,
Article 370 was introduced in the
Constitution of India. Sir Gopalaswa-
my lyanger told the Constituent As-
sembly that “the State Constituent
Assembly would decide both on the
Constitution of the State and the
range of federal jurisdiction over the
State”. While Sheikh Abdullah had in-
sisted on abrogation of Article 370 af-
ter State-Centre relations were
finalised, in accordance with the de-
cision of the State Constituent As-
sembly, the Government of India
persisted in retaining it to use it, as
was explained later, as a tunnel
through which the process of integra-
tion could continue indefinitely.

Meanwhile, after a series of talks
with Nehru, Sheikh Abdullah agreed
to extend some more provisions of
the Indian Constitution to the State
under what was known as the Dethi
Agreement signed by both of them in
July 1952. These provisions included
right of citizenship, fundamental

o
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By Balraj Puri

rights subject to suitable modifica-
tions to protect the land reforms of
the State, limited jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court, acceptance of the
Union flag along with the State flag
and that the head of the State would
hold office during the pleasure of the
President.

The process of evolution of the
State’s relations with the Centre was
jolted by the crisis of August 1953
when Sheikh Abdullah was dismissed
from power and detained indefinite-
ly. The causes of that crisis are too
complex to be discussed here. The
letter of the Constitution was strictly
followed in extending its provisions
and Central laws to the State thereaf-
ter also. Concurrence of the State

Meanwhile, at the political level, the
ruling regional party, National Con-
ference, was dissolved and made a
branch of the All India Congress Par-
ty. These measures and the haste
with which they were taken were per-
ceived in Kashmir as a threat to its
identity. They caused an unprece-
dented wave of anger in Kashmir
against relations with India. It tempt-
ed Pakistan to exploit the popular an-
ger by sending thousands of
infiltrators to Kashmir in 1965 that
led to the second Indo-Pakistan war.
But that did not deter the “integra-
tionists” from pursuing the process
till the mid-1980s.

A glaring case of the misuse of the
“tunnel of Article 370” for the pur-

The Prime Minister must consult representatives
of all parties and regions of the State
before taking any decision.

Government, as required, was ob-
tained in every case. But the way the
Governments were elected is by now
well known. Moreover, all these in-
tegrative measures were taken after
putting the popular leadership in jail.
It is not the question of merit or de-
merit of such measures. It is the man-
ner in which these were taken and
their lack of political and moral legiti-
macy that caused popular alienation
in Kashmir.

Further, whatever justification
may be cited for transfer of powers
from the State to the Centre to

implement the decisions of the
State Constituent Assembly in 1956, it
was insignificant as compared to the
massive erosion of the State’s auton-
omy by the post-Nehru leadership in
1964-65 with the concurrence of the
leftist Government of G.M. Sadiq in
the State. Articles 356 and 357 of the
Indian Constitution — regarding
emergency provisions — were ex-
tended to the State in December
1964. Nomenclature of the head of
the Government and of the State were
changed from Prime Minister to
Chief Minister and from Sadar-e-Ri-
yasat to Governor respectively in
April 1965. The latter was to be nomi-
nated by the President instead of be-
ing elected by the State Assembly.

pose of integration of the State in vio-
lation of the spirit of the Constitution
is the way Article 249 was extended to
the State — when Jagmohan was
Governor. Exercising the powers of
the State Constituent Assembly and
the executive, he recommended to
the President its application to the
State. It empowered Parliament to
legislate with respect to matters in
the State List of Subjects. Mr. Jagmo-
han himself acknowledged, “if the
present set up had not been there,
much noise would have been made
over the extension of Article 249 to
the State”.

I was one of the few who had op-
posed the manner of constitutional
integration of the State — which was
at the cost of its emotional integra-
tion. I have now similar reservations
about the manner in which Faroog
Abdullah is seeking restoration of the
autonomy and the liberal arguments
in support of that. My first and fore-
most objection is to the discussion of
the subject after announcement of
the election dates. The nomination of
Arun Jaitley as the Centre’s interloc-
utor with Cabinet rank for talks on
the issues of devolution of power, as
the demand for autonomy is put,
with the National Conference is a
gross violation of the code of con-
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. J&K and autonomy

duct. The only purpose it is intended
to serve is to boost the election pro-
spects of the ruling party in the State.

Second, any agreement on Centre-
State relations with Dr. Abdullah will
block avenues of a dialogue and set-
tlement with the alienated popular
leadership of Kashmir. Any agree-
ment on the subject would be worth-
while only if it gets universal approval
of the people and leads to the end of
the secessionist movement. Third,
the transfer of power from the Centre
to the State must be preceded by eq-
uity among its three regions which
must have adequate autonomy with-
in the State and an equal say.

Fourth, in the absence of federal
autonomous institutions to act as
checks and balances — like the Su-
preme Court, the Auditor General
and the Election Commission — the
State might become an authoritarian
and regimented system which may
deprive the people of whatever liber-
ties they have today. Fifth, the pre-
sent ruling party of the State has
surrendered the political autonomy
other State Governments enjoy by
shifting its loyalty to any party that
comes to power at the Centre. More
autonomy to such a State might help
inimposition of a combined dictator-
ship of the ruling parties at the Centre
and the State over the people.

Sixth, before a discussion on au-
tonomy for the State, its ruling party
must agree to grant autonomy to in-
stitutions such as universities, cultur-
al academies, the Public Service
Commission, cooperative societies
and panchayati raj institutions as al-
so to religious institutions such as the
Augaf Islamia and managements of
religious shrines which are controlled
by the Governor. In short, rampant
misuse and abuse of existing power
in the State must stop. The State’s
Government must be democratised
and federalised before it aspires for
more powers from the Centre.

The Prime Minister must consult
representatives of all parties and re-
gions of the State before taking any
decision. Consultation should not be
confined to the representatives of the
Government as there are stilt doubts
whether they would be elected
through a pedfectly free and fair
election. .~
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By Muchkund Dubey
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LL THE moves malle by the
BJP-led Central Government
during the last few Vears, to
bring about a change in the
situation in Jammu and Kashmir
have proved miserable failures. This
is true of the Ramzan ceasefire of
2000, the extension of that ceasefire,
the so-called clandestine talks car-

.ried out by Government nominees
‘'with the Hurriyat leaders, the publi-

cly announced parleys carried out by
K. C. Pant, the current talks entrusted
to Arun Jaitley of the BJP and to the
Kashmir Committee under the chair-
manship of Ram Jethmalani. Al
these moves, including the deploy-
ment of forces along the border in
full military preparedness, have suf-
ffered from two fundamental flaws.
VFirst, they have all been externally
oriented. Their sole purpose has
been to pressure the United States
and other Western powers to put
pressure on Pakistan to stop cross-
border terrorism against India. This
is, of course, a legitimate diplomatic
pursuit. But, unfortunately, the Gov-
ernment has not been able to grasp
the inherent limitations of such dip-
lomatic moves. It should have been
clear right from the beginning that
the U.S. can at best coax, cajole and
up to a point coerce Pakistan to end
cross-border terrorism. And there
should be no doubt about its bona
fides in this regard. But the U.S. has
its own limitations, derived both
from the given perception of its na-
tional interest and practical necessi-
ty, in delivering the goods for us. For
example, the U.S. cannot turn
against Pakistan if it continues to
prevaricate on its assurance to end
permanently cross-border terrorism.

The second and the more dis-
abling flaw was that in all the moves
made by the Indian Government, the
issue of settling the problem with our
own Kashmiri people was always
evaded. None of those entrusted with
the task of carrying out the dialogue
was ever given a mandate to offer
anything worthwhile to the Kashmi-
ris for assuaging their feelings and
restoring their dignity. In the case of
Mr. Jaitley, the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter clarified even before the former
began his talks that he had been au-

,\(«0'\\3

thorised to talk only about devolu-
tion and not autonomy. In the
absence of a Kashmir policy, the ob-
jective of all the parleys held so far
has been of a narrow tactical nature
~— to outsmart and isolate the anti-
Indian leadership of the Hurriyat and
to entice the pro-Indian leadership
with the promise of pelf and power,
to contest the coming Assembly
elections. ’

The official position of the Hurri-
yat and other Kashmiri leaders such
as Shabir Shah has been consistent

India’s official position on Kash-
mir is well-known and needs no reit-
eration. Our unofficial fallback
position, shared by successive Gov-
ernments and a vast majority of the
people who have an opinion on this
subject, is to get the Line of Control
converted into an international
boundary. But this is less of a Kash-
mir policy, and a move in the nature
of wishful thinking. For, it is unreal-
istic to expect Pakistan to accept
such a solution unless it is forced to
do so. And, apart from bringing ex-

The core of a Kashmir policy has to be the offer

of the fullest possible au

tonomy to the people... It

is the only modern, democratic and
secular option available.

over the years. The Government of
India must recognise Kashmir as a
problem, that its solution must in-
volve Pakistan preferably from the
very beginning and that the Hurriyat
will consider joining the elections
only if they are meant not to install a
new Government in power but to
elect representatives who could ne-
gotiate with the Government to find
a solution to the Kashmir problem.
With our usual penchant for wishful
thinking, we have read new mean-
ings into stray remarks made by
some Kashmiri leaders, from time to
time. But there has never been any
change in their basic position. It is
very unlikely that the present parleys
with them by the Kashmir Commit-
tee will bring about any change.
Individual Kashmiri leaders, in-
cluding those who are now members
of or associated with the Hurriyat,
have in the past desperately wanted a
dialogue with the Indian Govern-
ment without bringing in Pakistan or
raising the issue of Indian sovereign-
ty over Kashmir. But successive Gov-
ernments in the past allowed these
initiatives to fall by the wayside
through sheer neglect or procrastina-
tion. This was principally because
they did not have a Kashmir policy.
This drove these leaders into the
arms of the Hurriyat and Pakistan.

ternal pressure to bear on Pakistan,
we are in no position to force this
solution on Pakistan. We do not even
have the leverage to demonstrate to
the Pakistanis that they will have to
pay a very heavy price for continuing
with their proxy war. It should be
plain to any right-thinking person
that the only means of acquiring
such a leverage short of declaring
war, is to resolve the problem with
our own Kashmiris.

The core of a Kashmir policy has to
be the offer of the fullest possible au-
tonomy to the people. It is the only
solution in keeping with the dignity
and legitimate political aspirations of
the Kashmiri people. It is the last
available chance, which is getting
slimmer with every passing day, for
saving the Indian federation as it is
presently constituted. Besides, it is
the only modern, democratic and
secular option available to India.

Confusing ‘autonomy’ with ‘devo-
lution of power’ betrays a tragic lack
of appreciation of the essence of the
Kashmir problem. The problem in
Kashmir is not one of managing the
federation for which devices such as
devolution can be helpful, but of sav-
ing the federation as presently con-
stituted. What is called for is
redefining the terms and conditions
under which the Kashmiri people

? 5 A,,.'\n
N H, ¢

mo

policy — II

can be persuaded, almost as a last
chance, to remain in the federation.
Let alone devolution, even autonomy
is fast on the way to becoming a non-
option. The option that takes prece-
dence over autonomy in the Kash-
miri mind is independence and, for
some, merger with Pakistan.

Politics like nature, tolerates no
vacuum. If the most desirable option
is not pursued, then the least desir-
able ones would move into the open.
If autonomy is not seriously and ear-
nestly pursued today, India will
stumble upon one of the last two op-
tions, not by choice but by compul-
sion. Since the BJP’s official position
is to scrap Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion which provides for special terms
and conditions for the merger of the
State of Jammu and Kashmir with the
Indian Union, the present BJP-led
Government is not capable of evolv-
ing a Kashmir policy centred on au-
tonomy. It will not, therefore, be
surprising if it is working towards an
externally imposed solution. The de-
mand for the trifurcation of the State
on a religious basis neatly falls in this
category.

It is significant that this demand is
supported by both the RSS and the
Washington-based Kashmir Study
Group. Some of the BJP leaders who
are now publicly opposing this pro-
posal had been deliberately ambig-
uous on it in the past.

The secular democratic forces and
parties in the country cannot but
view this situation with grave con-
cern. They, therefore, must evolve a
consensus among them in favour of
pursuing the most desirable option
of autonomy and force the Govern-
ment to commence negotiations
with the Kashmiris on that basis.
These forces must move before it
gets too late — before a combination
of domestic forces, i.e. the Sangh Pa-
rivar and think tanks and loose-can-
non intellectuals inspired by foreign
powers, imposes upon us a solution
based on trifurcation which compro-
mises the secular ethos of the nation
and which provides only a halting
place before the eventual merger of
the Muslim-majority parts of Jammu
and Kashmir with Pakistan.

(Concluded)
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By Muchkund Dubey
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HE EVENTS since \the

launching of the proxy way by

Pakistan in Jammu and Kash-

mir in 1989, have demon-
strated the dire need for a Kashmir
policy for India. Successive Central
Governments have treated the situa-
tion in the State as a law and order
problem, but they have been unable
to overcome it in spite of the massive
deployment of security forces. Some
of our Prime Ministers, including the
present one, displayed remarkable
courage by taking initiatives for hold-
ing a dialogue with their Pakistani
counterparts, on Kashmir and other
bilateral issues. But in the absence of
a Kashmir policy, these have proved
abortive.

The Western powers on whom In-
dia has recently come to rely exces-
sively for putting an end to Pakistan’s
proxy war, have started exerting re-
newed pressure on India to start a
dialogue with Pakistan on Kashmir.
The French Foreign Minister, Domin-
ique de Villepin, in an interview with
an Indian journalist on August 1 said:
“... to await the total cessation of all
terrorist activities before a dialogue
can be resumed is to resign oneself to
the maintenance of a high level of
tension, keep the prospect of an
armed conflict open and, ultimately,
run the risk of intensified violence.”
During his recent visit to the Subcon-
tinent, the U.S. Secretary of State, Co-
lin Powell, expressed the hope that if
things go well, it would be timely to
press for the beginning of a dialogue
in the middle of August this year.
Though the United States still stands
by its position that the dialogue
should come only after the cessation
of cross-border terrorism by Pakistan,
there are indications that in the ulti-
mate analysis India will also be re-
quired to pay some price in terms of
greater flexibility in its position on re-
suming the dialogue. High-level U.S.
emissaries who have visited India
since the launching of the “global
campaign against terrorism” have
made this clear to their Indian inter-
locutors in informal discussions. It is
also becoming clear that Pakistan is
going to use its most potent option of
the proxy war as a bargaining counter
to oblige India to come to the nego-

tiating table. The major Western
powers appear to have accepted this
position. Therefore, the resumption
of a dialogue with Pakistan on Kash-
mir in the very near future appears to
be an inevitability. But as in the past,
India will go to the talks unarmed,
without a Kashmir policy.

As compared to the previous inter-
actions on Kashmir, India is likely to
have much less manoeuvrability this
time. The major powers have now
openly recognised the centrality of
the Kashmir issue in India-Pakistan
relations. This was confirmed by the
Deputy Spokesperson of the U.S.
State Department, Philip Reeker,
when he stated on July 29 that “every-

while in Islamabad he called upon all
parties to ensure that the polls “can
be held in safety and without interfe-
rence from those who would like to
spoil these elections”.

We were somewhat rattled by his
observation that the U.S. “looked for-
ward to concrete steps by India to
foster Kashmiri confidence in the
election process” and that “permit-
ting independent observers and free-
ing political prisoners will be
helpful.” The Indian Government
spokesperson promptly rejected both
these suggestions on expected lines.
This is more due to a chink in our
armour than a reflection on the legiti-
macy of the U.S. suggestions. After

The resumption of a dialogue with Pakistan
on Kashmir in the very near future appears
to be an inevitability.

body is now focussed on it (Kashmir).
Everybody understands that one had
a close run thing about a month
ago... and the ultimate cause of that
potential conflict was Kashmir”. Thus
the talks will be on Kashmir along
with other bilateral issues rather than
the other way round. This is precisely
what the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, has been pressing for ever
since he came to power nearly two
years ago.

Finally, these talks are unlikely to
be allowed to meander along aimless-
ly, as their progress is likely to be
closely monitored by major Western
powers. Unfortunately, in spite of the
vastly changed salience of the coming
talks, in the absence of a Kashmir pol-
icy India will stumble upon it virtually
blindfolded.

We have set high store by the com-
ing elections in Jammu and Kashmir.
In this we have fortunately the full
backing of the U.S. Mr. Powell during
his visit to Delhi stated that the polls
could be “a first step in the process
aimed at addressing the grievances of
the Kashmiris and leading the two
countries back to the path of dia-
logue”. He said he would be speaking
to the Pakistani side “to make every
effort to avoid disturbing these elec-
tions”. He stood by his promise and

all, such suggestions have emanated
from several quarters in India also.
The coming Jammu and Kashmir
elections are not going to solve the
Kashmir problem. It is a mandatory
constitutional process we have to go
through in order to put a formally
elected Government in power. In all
probability, the elections will result in
the maintenance of the status quo in
Kashmir, i.e. the continuance of the
National Conference Government in
power while leaving the Kashmir
problem intact. As a matter of fact, it
will be far more difficult to resolve the
Kashmir issue in the post-election sit-
uation than would have been the case
if honest and earnest efforts were
made to resolve it during the course
of the preparations for the elections.
The elections would hopefully be
free, both from violence and rigging;
but they are unlikely to be fair. Almost
all political groups claiming to repre-
sent the will of the Kashmiri people
will not be able to go to them because
they would not have anything up
their sleeves to offer by way of a polit-
ical solution to the problem. If they
join the election fray without being
able to make such an offer, they
would be making themselves unwit-
ting victims of the militants’ violence.
Hence, only those parties which have

little or no following among the peo-
ple and whom the people are likely to
ignore are likely to contest the elec-
tions. The turnout in the election is,
therefore, going to be extremely low,
even without the All-Party Hurriyat
Conference actively working for a
boycott.

As a matter of fact, the 1996 elec-
tions were politically far more signif-
icant than the 2002 elections are ever
likely to be. The former restored the
democratic process in the State. They
brought a formally elected Govern-
ment to power after a constitutional
hiatus of two years. And finally since
the National Conference Govern-
ment was elected mainly on the plat-
form of autonomy, it opened up a
historic opportunity to solve the
Kashmir problem through a broad-
based dialogue on the extent, nature
and content of the autonomy to be
granted to the Kashmiri people. Un-
fortunately, this opportunity was frit-
tered away because the then Central
Governments failed to muster the
courage to take initiatives in that di-
rection and because of Farooq Abdul-
lah’s short-sighted objective of
sticking to power at any cost.

This double failure opened up a
vast space for Pakistan to operate
freely in Kashmir and bring about a
qualitative change in the situation.
The Hurriyat, Pakistan’s Trojan Horse
in the State, firmly established itself
as a separatist movement with links
extending to Pakistan’s ISI and the
militants supported by it on both
sides of the border. It also came to
acquire a degree of respectability by
virtue of its frequent contacts and
commiserations with foreign diplo-
matic missions in Delhi. Indian secu-
rity forces were overstretched in
Jammu and Kashmir because of the
vastly enhanced scale of violence per-
petrated by the Pakistan-controlled
militants. The harassment, oppres-
sion and indignities heaped upon the
Kashmiri people as a logical corollary
of the security forces’ operation in ve-
ry adverse circumstances resulted in
an almost total alienation of the
Kashmiris from the Indian main-
stream. This created for the militants
a more hospitable environment to
carry out their acts of terror.
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Aug. 19. — Mr LK Advani today
ruled out postponement of the
J&K Assembly polis as deman-
ded by the Kashmir Committee
headed by Mr Ram Jethmalani.
The Deputy Prime Minister
rejected the committee’s de-
mand to hold talks with the Hur-
riyat Conference and impose
Governor’s rule on the state.
The Election Commission too
rejected the demand to postpone
the polls. In Srinagar, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Mr JM Lyng-
doh said the poll panel had no
“intention” of postponing the
polls. Mr Lyngdoh is on a three-
day tour of the state to review the
poll preparedness. He said the
poll schedule had been issued

~J&K po

s

Gy
and it would not be change

Mr Advani told TV channels

-that Pakistan-backed orgaisa-

tions would not take part in the
elections. “I don’t think post-

ponement of polls would ensure-

wider participation because it is
clear that there are elements un-
der Pakistan’s influence due to
financial reasons or fear. They
will not participate.”

The Hurriyat’s decision to
boycott the polls did not come as
a surprise, Mr Advani said. “Th-
eir participation had always been
in -doubt”. And Abdul Gani
Lone’s assassination has deter-
red even those who were earlier
inclined to take part in the polls.

“Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s state-

ment denouncing the J&K elec-
tions was a clear message for the
Hurriyat not to participate ...”

\on%s%éhedule :

The Kashmir Committee’s
talks with the Hurriyat over the
past few weeks had made the lat-

ter the “sole representative” of -

Kashmiris. But the implications
of failing to draw the Hurriyat
into the poll process could be
“grave”, officials said.

_“We've been saying the Hur-
riyat represents a section of the
Kashmiris ... Now just before the
polls, we give them the impor-
tance that indicates their partici-
pation was crucial to outcome of
the polls,” an official said. “Now
Fhat their demand has been.re-
jected, it would send a wrong sig-
nal to a large number of Kashmi-
ris — represented by the Hurriyat
- since they won’t be part of the.

election process.”

Last year, the Centre’s inter-
Turn to page 6

KASHMIR ELECTIONS: ¢

Not for forming our goyernment

(Continued from page 1)

locutor, Mr KC Pant, had “sent a
clear message to the Hurriyat
that it was not the only
representative of the Kashmiris.
The Hurriyat had reacted
sharply, questioning his status.
But Mr Pant had achieved his
objective,” a senior official said,
suggesting that the problem was
that the government’s Kashmir
policy was being dictated by two
offices — the home ministry and
the PMO.

The Kashmir Committee idea
had found support with the
PMO, he said. The home
minister — though opposed to

the idea — had given in
reluctantly.

Underplaying Hurriyat’s
importance, home ministry

officials say it was foolhardy to
_expect its leaders to contest the

polls. “Some of them have
contested elections and had to
bite the dust,” he said. “Why
should they do it again?”. As
long as the Hurriyat doesn’t
contest elections, its support
would remain a matter of
perception. It claims to be the
true representative of the people
and the government says it’s not.
But once it takes part in the
polls, its support among the
masses could be gauged in terms
of numbers.

Also, if the Hurriyat were to
seek votes from the electorate, it
would have to explain why it
didn’t join the mainstream
earlier. Hurriyat chairman Mr
Abdul Ghani Bhatt had recently
said: “There is no political or
moral justification to participate
in the elections after so many
people have sacrificed their
lives... What was all this for?

in the state.” No Assembly can sit
in judgment on the future unless
the parties to the dispute (India,
Pakistan and the Kashmiri
people) accept the basic principle
and evolve a mechanism to
resolve it, he had said.

Pak downplays Hurriyat dec-

ision: Pakistan today sought to
down play Hurriyat Conference’s
decision to hold talks with the
Indian government on Kashmir
issue, adds PTI from Islamabad.
The Hurriyat has not said
Islamabad would not be involved
in the negotiations, it said.

SC order on Kashmir polls: The
Supreme Court today asked
Panther’s Party to approach
Delhi or Jammu and Kashmir
High Court on postponement of
J&K polls on the ground that
electoral rolls have not been
properly prepared, adds PTL.
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o ae deferring electioans

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 18. The Kashmir
Committee (KC), which wrap-
ped up its three-day visit to
Jammu and Kashmir today, has
suggested the deferment of As-
sembly elections in the State —
a demand made by several
quarters. The KC convener,
Ram Jethmalani, termed as “ve-
ry constructive and tremendous
advancement” the talks the
panel had held with various po-
litical parties and groups in the
State on participation in the
coming Assembly polis.

The KC met the senior sep-
aratist leader, Shabir Ahmed
Shah, for the second time today
and continued discussions.

M.J. Akbar, a member of the
Committee, read out a state-
ment to mediapersons before
leaving for New Delhi which
said that Mr. Shah had wel-
comed the commencement and
progress of the dialogue to seek
a peaceful and permanent set-
tlement of the Kashmir prob-
lem. “This process will continue
with a meeting with the Prime
Minister or the Deputy Prime
Minister and the KC will facil-
itate this meeting at the earliest.
Mr. Shah reiterated to the com-
mittee that he is not averse to
taking part in the elections as a
means to identifying the repre-
sentatives of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir for a
permanent solution to the J&K
problem through future nego-
tiations”, the statement said.

When asked whether Mr.
Shah was willing to take part in
the elections aimed at govern-
ance, Mr. Jethmalani shot back,
“Postpone this question for two

days. Very soon, he will be in
Delhi and you will hear from the
horse’s mouth”.

However, Mr. Shah ruled out
participation in the elections
saying, “Our stand is very much
clear and we stand by whatever
we said on Friday.”

Amid a mixture of achieve-
ments and disappointments,
the KC struck a positive note,
saying that leaders of several
groups had assured them of
participation in the elections.
The groups included the to-be-
formed J&K Resolution Front
comprising 13 parties. (This was
earlier referred to as the Third
Front).

+ Mr. Jethmalani said a major
condition which had come from

e
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9 H- )P

almost all the parties and
groups, except the National
Conference, was that the elec-
tions should be postponed for
some time. “Unfortunately, this
is a matter in which the Election
Commission can take a final de-
cision.”

Earlier, the KC members met
the former Union Home Minis-
ter and the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) chief, Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed, at his resi-
dence and discussed the issues
relating to elections. “I told
them that the meeting with the
Hurriyat and others was a good
opening but there has to be a
movement forward and this
should not be the end of it,” Mr.
Sayeed told The Hindu.

firm on poll schedule

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, AUG. 18, An informal meeting of the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security this evening decided that there would be
no revision of the electoral timetable in Jammu and Kashmir.

The committee chose to reiterate the decision in the con-
text of the impression being created by the Kashmir Commit-
tee headed by the former Law Minister, Ram Jethmalani, that
postponement of the elections in Jammu and Kashmir was an
open option. The sub-text of this decision is that for now no
effort ought to be made to make the Chief Minister, Farooq
Abdullah, resign to bring the State under Governor’s rule.
Various political parties, including some elements in the sep-
aratist camp, have been demanding that the elections take
place under a dispensation other than that of Dr. Abdullah.
This has been deemed to be the minimum requirement for
the much promised “free and fair” elections.

The Centre’s unambiguous stand has been that while it
would do its very best to ensure free and fair polls, it was not
going to go out of its way to propitiate “separatist” elements.
The CCS meeting this evening felt there was no new devel-
opment to rethink the stand.
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FAROOQ TELLS JETHMALANI PANEL:

‘Reaﬂy for Governor’s rule if
Hurrlyat takes part in polls’

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 17. Reiterating its
position of not participating in
the coming elections to the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly,
the All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence today called for a mecha-
nism to ascertain the “wishes of
the people of Kashmir” but with
the approval of both India and
Pakistan.

In an interesting turn of
events, the Chief Minister, Fa-
rooq Abdullah, and his National
Conference party welcomed the
initiative taken by the Kashmir
Committee (KC) headed by the
former Union Minister, Ram
Jethmalani, and stated that the
State Government was willing
to recommend Governor’s rule
in case the Hurriyat participa-
ted in the elections. He was also
willing to discuss with the Hur-
riyat the conditions to be met
for its participation.

In its three-hour long meet-
ing with the Kashmir Commit-
tee members, the Hurriyat
showed no eagerness for partic-
ipation in the elections. Howev-
er, it will decide whether to hold
talks with the Prime Minister
and the Deputy Prime Minister
on all issues for which a verbal
invitation has been extended to
them. The Hurriyat will also
continue the dialogue with the
Kashmir Committee and work
in partnership with it to find a
final solution to the problem.

The Kashmir Committee chairman, Ram Jethmalani (left),
with the Hurrlyat Conference chairman, Abdul Ghani Bhat,
before the committee held talks with the Hurriyat Executive
in Srinagar on Saturday — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

Replying to a repeated ques-
tion after the meeting on partic-
ipation in the elections, the
APHC chairman, Abdul Gani
Bhat, asked “we have made it
absolutely clear again and
again, why ask this everytime?
Elections are elections like 1996,
what difference does it niake
now? We have made our posi-
tion explicitly clear that the KC
impressed upon us to participa-
te in the election, we said we
will ascertain the wishes of the
people of Kashmir. India, Pakis-
tan and the Kashmiris should
work together to evolve a mech-
anism”. Asked whether they
had accepted Kashmir as a dis-

pute, Mr. Jethmalani said:
“There is a dispute and it is fool-
ish of anyone to say that Kash-
mir is not a dispute. Everything
is being discussed and it is ar-
gued that elections are being
held at a very fast pace.”

Earlier, the committee mem-
ber, Dileep Padgaonkar, read
out a joint statement saying that
“the APHC and KC held free,
frank and wide-ranging discus-
sions on proper ways to settle
the Kashmir problem.

In this context, the issue of
the upcoming elections was dis-
cussed. The APHC was im-
pressed upon that elections are
historical and crucial to identify

the real representatives of the
people of J & K because these
people will be the interlocutors
in any kind of talks leading to
the final settlement of ] & K dis-
pute’’.

The APHC said that talks
would be in the interest of the
people of ] & K and the whole of
South Asia and added that the
“APHC has agreed to work in
close contact with the KC to find
a durable solution to the Kash-
mir problem, besides agreeing
to hold the next round of talks
in Delhi”.

The ruling National Confer-
ence offered to recommend
Governor's rule in case the Hur-
riyat agreed to participate in the
elections. At a meeting with the
committee members, the NC
team led by the Chief Minister,
Faroeq Abdullah, made no
bones about its readiness to
“cooperate’’ with the initiatives
and told the members that the
State Government was ready to
hold talks with the APHC.

The Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs and National Con-
ference  president, Omar
Abdullah, who attended the
meeting told The Hindu that
“We not only offered to recom-
mend Governor’s rule in case
they are willing to participate in
the elections but also to discuss
with them what they think is the
hindrance in their way of partic-
ipating in the polls”.
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“Shabir Shah meets Kashmir panéi
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"By Shujaat Bukhari 3

SRINAGAR, AUG. 16. The chief of
the D&mocratic Freedom Party
(DFP),'Shabir Shah, today ac-
cepted the invitation of the
Deputy Prime Minister, LK. Ad-
vani, for a dialogue on the Kash-
mir issue, but said a conducive
atmosphere should be created
by taking several steps, includ-
ing stopping human rights vio-
lations and releasing political
prisoners. He, however, ruled
out his party’s participation in
the coming Jammu and Kash-
mir elections.

Mr. Shah and his associates
today met the seven-member
Kashmir Committee, headed by
the former Union Law Minister,
Ram Jethmalani, on the first day
of its three-day visit to Kashmir.

The Committee — compris-
ing M. ]. Akbar (Editor, Asian
Age), Dileep Padgaonker (Edi-
tor, The Times of India), V. N.
Grover (former diplomat),
Shanti Bhushan (lawyer), Javid
Laiq (author) and Ashok Bhan
(lawyer) — failed to get an as-
surance from Mr. Shah, as the
party stuck to its

position of insisting on fulfill-
ing the conditions necessary for
holding a fruitful dialogue.

Mr. Jethmalani told media-
persons that the Committee’s
main objective was to help find
a durable solution to the Kash-
mir problem. Mr. Shah parried
questions on elections and

X Q H\'

The Kashmir Committee chairman, Ram Jethmalani, with the

Party, Shabir Shah, before the meeting at Rawal Pora near

|
|
president of the Jammu and Kashmir Democratic Freedom ;
|

Srinagar on Friday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

when asked whether he suggest-
ed deferring of elections to con-
tinue with the dialogue, he said,
“it is up to the Government of
India. If they want to go ahead
with the dialogue then it needs
to be seen if the elections are
also necessary.”

Mr. Shah said he had made
things clear to Mr. Jethmalani —
that he was not averse to a fruit-
ful dialogue and cited the exam-
ple of his talking to the Planning
Commission Chairman, K. C.
Pant. Unfortunately that failed

\
to achieve any progress. He also |
said a “categorical no” to the!
Kashmir Committee on elec-
tions. He outlined the steps to
be taken for making the atmo-
sphere congenial for talks, “I
conveyed it to the Committee
that human rights violations,
custodial killings should be
stopped, leaders of all hues, in-
cluding Syed Ali Geelani and Ya-
sin Malik, be freed and the
Disturbed Area Act and the
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act be withdrawn forthwith”. }

<

RN

17 aug 20m



"Need for a broad-based dialogue in

By Muchkund Dubey
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HE RECENTLY conclude

elections in Jammu and

Kashmir have very appropri-

ately been hailed as the tri-
umph of democracy. More than that,
they also signify a triumph of the po-
litical sagacity and courage of the
Kashmiris and an emphatic assertion
of their preference for a peaceful set-
tlement of the Kashmir issue within a
democratic framework.

Democracy produces a strange al-
chemy of astounding value and sig-
nificance. In the case of India, in
several hopeless situations when ev-
erything seemed to be falling apart, it
has pulled us back from the precipice
and opened the door to sanity. De-
mocracy has proved to be indispens-
able for holding our society together.
Whether it would continue to do so
in the future will depend upon the
way we practice it and uphold demo-
cratic values.

The Election Commission must be
congratulated for holding the freest
and fairest elections in Jammu and
Kashmir in two decades and in con-
ditions more adverse than ever be-
fore. One hopes the successful
manner in which the elections were
completed will come as a chastise-
ment to those who cast aspersions on
the Flection Commission and
dragged it into a totally unnecessary
constitutional controversy.

The most likely scenario seems to
be that a coalition of the Congress,
the People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
and Independents will form the Gov-
ernment in the State. They have first
to get over the hurdle of electing a
Chief Minister. If political reality is to
be taken into account, it is quite le-
gitimate for the party with the maxi-
mum number of seats in the
coalition to stake claim for leading
the Government. On the other hand,
there is also a case for the PDP to
head the Government as it repre-
sents the sentiments of the people in
the Kashmir Valley more compre-
hensively than the Congress.

If the PDP heads the Government,
the most likely choice for the Chief
Minister’s post is going to be Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, the party leader
who has the requisite seniority and
administrative experience. However,
if one looks at the issue in the per-
spective of the overall national inter-

)

The elections have once again opened, after
almost six years, the window of opportunity
for the nation to come to terms with the
aspirations of the Kashmir people.

est, the coalition should select of the Kashmir people and commit-

Mehbooba Mufti as Chief Minister.
For, no one in the coalition, or for
that matter very few in the entire
State, has echoed the hurt, anguish
and the sufferings of the people of
Kashmir as forcefully and has identi-
fied with their cause as sincerely as
she has done. Besides, India has rea-
sons to be grateful to her for building
a popular movement in the form of
the PDP, which while respecting the
sentiments of the people, stands for a
change in a peaceful and orderly
fashion.

The election results have a few
positive external fallouts for India.
They have equipped us to deal with
Pakistan with greater confidence and
firmness than before. They will also
enable us to hold our own against the
pressures that have been exerted on
us by external forces. But much more
important than the external conse-
quences, the elections have once
again opened, after almost six years,
the window of opportunity for the
nation to come to terms with the as-
pirations of the Kashmiri people. The
last time we had such an opportunity
was in 1996 when Farooq Abdullah
came to power on the platform of au-
tonomy. Unfortunately, that oppor-
tunity was frittered away because of
the exclusive pre-occupation of the
then United Front Government with
the problem of its survival and be-
cause the National Conference was
blinded by the immediate gain of
power and became complacent to
the objective of negotiating autono-
my which called for political courage
and involved risks including that of
loss of power. The events will not be
allowed to take such an ungainly turn
this time because the PDP attaches
the highest priority to a political set-
tlement of the Kashmir issue through
talks with the militants. Though the
Congress will suffer from the con-
straints that generally hinder the ac-
tion of a national political party,
during its election campaign it ex-
pressed full sympathy for the plight

ted itself to a dialogue.

All political forces in the State
must be involved in the dialogue
which, one hopes, would begin soon
after the new Government assumes
charge. In particular, the dialogue
must include the Hurriyat which, in
its own way, reflects genuine Kash-
miri aspirations. Besides, it has very
close links with the militants with
whom the dialogue would be held.
The National Conference is also des-
tined to play a very important role. It
is the single largest party in the new-
ly-elected Assembly and has stood
for the unity and integrity of India in
the most adverse circumstances. Be-
sides, once in the Opposition, it is
bound to take up the cause of auton-
omy with vigour and sincerity be-
cause this is the only way it can
recapture lost ground in the State.

The most critical factor is going to
be the Central Government's atti-
tude. In this connection, the Prime
Minister’s statement in Copenhagen
that “the Centre would work in close
cooperation with the elected repre-
sentatives in Srinagar to fulfil the as-
pirations of the people”, provides a
good opening. The statement does
not exactly commit the Government
to parleys on autonomy which is
quite understandable at this stage.
The Sangh Parivar hardliners will do
their utmost to prevent the Govern-
ment from granting any form of aza-
di to the Kashmiris. However, the
Centre will have to recognise the
drastic change in the political situa-
tion in the State brought about by the
elections. It will have to deal with a
Government which is bound to be
committed to a Common Minimum
Programme which will include as its
main element the demand for meet-
ing the aspirations of the Kashmiri
people, and to contend with an Op-
position in the Assembly which will
be more sharply focussed on its de-
mand for autonomy. One also ex-
pects the Congress not to remain
mired in its policy of the recent past

J&K

in favour of a status quo. After all, the
two historic agreements for granting
special status to the Kashmiris were
negotiated by a Congress Govern-
ment in power at the Centre. One
hopes the Congress will rise to the
occasion and play a major role in
fashioning another pact for ensuring
the continued association of the
Kashmiri. people with the Indian
Union, which is fully in keeping with
their dignity and aspirations.

Next to the demand for autonomy,
the election results also constitute a
mandate for providing good govern-
ance. The results reflect a longing of
the people for peace, safety and se-
curity. It is true that the State’s peo-
ple will not feel safe as long as the
militants continue their violent activ-
ities and Pakistan continues to sup-
port them. But for carrying on their
day-to-day activities they want a cor-
ruption-free  Government and the
State to cease to be an instrument of
harassment, torture and oppression.

Mufti Mohammad Sayeed has
asked for an economic package from
the Centre. What the State needs is
not the traditional economic pack-
age consisting of mega projects res-
urrected from the past — which have
long been promised but never imple-
mented. Instead, it needs genuine
decentralisation of development ac-
tivities whereby people at the grass-
roots level can directly receive re-
sources for development and are
empowered to formulate, approve
and implement development pro-
jects. Jammu and Kashmir has a leg-
islation on decentralisation
pre-dating the adoption of the 73rd
and 74th Amendments to the Indian
Constitution. But many parts of it are
archaic and need to be updated, in-
corporating the best elements of the
73rd and 74th Amendments. Happi-
ly, with the outcome of the elections,
the idea of the trifurcation of the
State has been rejected. Neverthe-
less, a solution will have to be found
for meeting the aspirations of the
people of Jammmu and Ladakh for lo-
cal self-governance. They do not
want to look up to the Government in
Srinagar for meeting all their needs.
An effective devolution of govern-
ance to the grass-roots level is the
best means of meeting their
aspirations.
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GANI BHAT TO CONTINUE AS APHC CHAIRMAN

v“‘ . Hurriyat meet tomorrow
to discuss talks offer

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 10. The All-Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) to-
day failed to arrive at a decision
on whether to respond to the “in-
direct” talks offer by the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, or
not and said it would discuss the
issue in its general council on
Monday.

The executive meeting ap-

proved the extension of the term |

of its chairman, Abdul Gani Bhat,
by another year.

At a crowded press conference,
Prof. Bhat said that the meeting
discussed the formation of the
Kashmir Committee, headed by
the former Union Law Minister,
Ram Jethmalani. “It is a sensitive
issue, so we discussed every as-
pect. There was unanimity in
convening the meeting of the
general council on Monday so
that a final decision could be tak-
en on the issue.”

Prof. Bhat reiterated that the
Hurriyat was ready for talks on
finding a permanent solution to
the Kashmir problem.

To a question, he said, “If India
accepts in principle to talk to all
parties involved in the Kashmir
dispute, including Pakistan, we
have no problem in talking to In-
dia first. We will be talking to the
Kashmir Committee as we know
it is non-governmental and if we
come to know it enjoys the sup-
port of the Government, we will
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The All-Party Hurriyat Conference leaders, (from right) Abdul Gani Bhat,
Javed Ahmed Mir, G.M. Bhat, and Bilal Gani Lone, discussing in Srinagar
the invitation for talks. — Photo: Nissar Ahmed

be talking to them if they chose
to, but that will be discussing
Kashmir and beyond that noth-
ing. We have not withdrawn
from our stand and we believe
that we have to talk to India, Pa-
kistan and the people of Kash-
mir to find a solution.”

Prof. Bhat said that his term
as APHC chairman had also
been extended. “In the chang-
ing political situation, the elec-
tion was deferred without

amending the constitution.
There was complete unanimity
among the six members of the
executive and therefore, I will
be chairman till July 2003.”

(The APHC constitution does
not allow a second term for the
chairman. He is elected for two
years).

He said there was no change
in the Hurriyat stand on the
boycott of the Assembly elec-
tions, but added that it had not

i

been decided whether to launch
a campaign against it. “You will
have to wait; we will come out
with a statement. But not par-
ticipating is as good as boycot-
ting the elections.”

Prof. Bhat said that the Hurri-
yat executive had also ex-
pressed concern over the
deteriorating health of its senior
leaders, Syed Ali Geelani and
Yasin Malik, and others in vari-
ous jails in and outside the
State.

.
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v {\{_)‘Wroublcd times ahead in Kashmir
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incidents occurring within a dny of cach other —
the masgacre of pilgrimq on the Amarnath trail and the
deadly attack on a missionary school near Murree, Pakistan —-
and the picture is of Islamist fundamentalism promoted by
Isfamabiad’s bigoted men in uniforni imploding. They may not
¢are tao much about the victims - Hindus, Christians, Mus-
fims - but that wilt not prevent them from being singed by the
flames; foreign investment in Pakistan having all but stopped
and Musharraf himself targeted in an assassination attempt.
The Amarnath massacre illustrates the magnitude of the terror
problem India h(’eS‘ “three-tier” sccurity to pilgrims provided
by more than 15,000 securitymen wasn't enough, apparently, to
preveat the bre: ach that allowed mititants to g get close to and
loose their magazines on unsuspecting pilgrims. Fven assuming
that cross-border infiltration has come down in recent times
there remain enough terrorists on this side of the bords
carry out such periadic atrocitics. And Pakistan's army an
certainly wonldn't want a large turnout in assembly election,
J & Kowhich would make nonsense of its claims that Kashmus
are disaffected from the Indian political process.

More likely Musharraf will continue with a kind of doubl
shuffle - keep down visible support for the jelindis to satisfy
the West, while quietly pandering to them in order to fight
strengthening democratic opposition at home and keep up the
proxy war against India. This is akin to driving a car with one
foot on the aceclerator and angther on the brake; the car will
break down sooner or later, Although Washington is backing
Musharral, clements of civil society in Pakiston are blowing the
fid on the spossorship of terror actwarks by the regime, and
Penazir Bhuatto appeass to have chosen the vight psvchologpical
moment o return to Pakistan, when elections ace dne and
Musharral's attempts 1o prop up a “king's party™ have not
horne frait. If Musharraf puts Bivitto hehind bars, it will be
under the ﬁli‘ share of interoational media, which in the b
continendfal sohome of ‘h!lm anwenta ty m.n(lmz a martyr ont
of ane. New l.n i cught to make capital out of Musharraf'y
discomfiture by saving it backs restoration of democracy in
Pakistan and prefers {o speak to elected leaders not to mifitary

-~ governors. That is similar to what the Israclis or George Bush
~are dotng to Arafal) except that New Delhi is on stronger

ground hecause Aralnt was actnally clected by the Palestinians
while the referendum confirming Musharraf's presidency s
widely acknowledged o he sham. In other words, don't take
Washington's word foc it - Musharaf's regime s the problem

and needs to be treated as one, unless he takes conerele

measurcs fo bring down the infrastructure of ternon

Tip STATESHAR
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Talks offer to Hurriyat

1
By Harish Khare HQ

NEW DELHI, AUG. 9. The Deputy
Prime Minister, and Union
Home Minister, L.K. Advani, is
reported to have indirectly is-
sued an invitation to the “sep-
aratist’”’ leaders in Jammu and
Kashmir for a dialogue on any
“relevant’” issue. Mr. Advani in-
dicated this to the “Kashmir
Committee”’, headed by the for-
mer Union Law Minister, Ram
Jethmalani.

After a 45-minute meeting
with Mr. Advani this afternoon,
the “Kashmir Committee”
claimed in a statement that Mr.
Advani had “authbrised and re-
quested the committee to de-
clare publicly that he would
welcome anyone from Jammu
and Kashmir with any relevant
issue to discuss with him and

| that no one need wait for a for-

mal invitation.”

According to Mr. Jethmala-
ni's statement, Mr. Advani
wants the “invitation” to be
particularly ‘‘communicated to
the Hurriyat leaders and to Shri
Shabir Shah of the People’s
Democratic Movement”.
Though the committee is not
very optimistic about an imme-
diate positive response to the
“invitation” from the separatist
camp, Mr. Jethmalani has opted
to interpret Mr. Advani's re-
marks as an endorsement of the
panel’s self-assigned agenda.

In its interaction with Mr. Ad-
vani, members of the Kashmir
Committee are believed to have
made the point, once again,
that if next month’s elections
for the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly have to carry convic-
tion, then the exercise must be

held un rgGovernor’s rule. The
committee publicly lauded the
National Conference president,
Omar Abdullah’s challenge that
his party would not mind a spell
of Governor’s rule provided the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference
agreed to take part in the elec-
tions. The separatist camp has
been uncompromising in its de-
mand that the elections be held
under the watchful eye of “in-
ternational observers”, a de-
mand the Centre has
categorically rejected but Mr.
Jethmalani had publicly en-
dorsed. The Jethmalani Com-
mittee is said to be of the view
that the elections ought to be
postponed and the State
brought under Governor’s rule
in order to entice the separatist
camp into the electoral fray.
Mr. Jethmalani is believed to
have secured a promise from
Mr. Advani that even if the
jailed Hurriyat leader, Yaseen
Malik, is not to be immediately
released, he would get the reqg-
uisite medical attention.
Meanwhile, the Centre’s des-
ignated “representative”’on de-
volution talks, Arun Jaitley, had

a second round of talks with the -

Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment representative, G.M.
Shah, a senior J&K Minister. The
two sides are reported to have
reached some agreement on the
“structure’”’ of the dialogue. It
was felt that the Centre should
seek the advice of those “ex-
perts”’, who may have personal
knowledge and memory of the
1975  Sheikh-Indira  Accord
(which was negotiated by G.
Parthasarthy and Mirza Mo-
hammad Afzal Beg).



_~Advani welcomes“iﬁlks on Kashm1r

NEW DELHI, Aug. 9. —Mr LK
Advani today told the Kashmir
Committee, headed by Mr Ram
Jethmalani, that there was no
need for separatists, including
Hurriyat leaders and Mr Shabir
Shah, to wait for a formal invita-
tion from him to discuss any rel-
evant issue. He said a dialogue
had already started with his very
statement in the Rajya Sabha,

After a 40-minute “compre-.

hensive” discussion with the
Deputy Prime Minister, the Jet-
hmalani committee, in a press
statement quoting Mr Advani,
said: “He (Mr Advani) authorised
and requested the committee to

declare publicly &at he’ would
welcome any one fron) the state
who has any relevant isgue to dis-
cuss with him and that no one
need wait for a formal invitation.
In particular, he said this may be
communicated to Hurriyat lead-
ers and to Mr Shabir Shah.”

The committee also appreciated
Mr Omar Abdullah’s “construc-
tive suggestion of holding elections
under Governor’s rule” which, the
committee felt, would certainly en-
able many elements to participate
in the electoral process.

Mr Abdullah in his press con-
ference yesterday underscored
two factors for imposition of
Governor’s rule. He said “we've
no problems with Governor’s
rule” if “suitable amendments

Tq‘ o Loy
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are made(% the Constitution and
imposition of Governor’s rule is
made a mandatory requirement
for every state going to the polls™.

The second factor Mr Abdullah
mentioned was that some Hur-
riyat leaders might agree to par-
ticipate in elections under Gover-
not’s rule. If they did, he would
ask the state to recommend Gov-
ernor’s rule to the Centre.

Mr Jethmalani had recently
quoted a Hurriyat leader as say-
ing if the government wanted the
Hurriyat to contest, “they would
need some time to collect funds,
choose candidates, come up with
a common election manifesto”.
However, Mr Abdul Majid Ban-
dey, Hurriyat bureau spokesman,
denied this and said he was quo-

ted out of context.
Ultras plan to cross over: More
than 2,000-3,000 militants, includ-
ing those who are under training
in camps across the LoC, are
waiting to enter the country to
disrupt Assembly polls. Maj-Gen
Randhir Singh, GOC, 25 Infantry

“Division, said a large number of

ultras have been kept ready by the
Pakistani army to cross into J&K.
Change in poll schedule: There
has been a change in the schedule
for the second phase of the J&K
Assembly polls. Notification for
the second phase will be issued on
29 August and not on 31 August
as stated earlier. But, the date of
polling remains unchanged.
Editorial: More massacres,
page 4
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Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 7 AUGUSTQ \

HE Kashmir Comniittee
Theaded by noted lawyer
and Rajya Sabha MP Ram
Jethmalani, on Wednesday, de-
manded a postponement of
elections in Jammu and Kashmir,
saying that the killing of the
Amarnath pilgrims on Tuesday
showed that the time was not yet
“ripe” for holding free and fair
electionsin the state.
The panel, which met for the
first time last week and is said to
- have the blessings of the Centre
to engage Kashmiri leaders in a
dialogue, also suggested that
Jammu and Kashmir chief min-
! ister Farooq Abdullah resign to
pave the way for the imposition
of President’s Rule in the state. By
doing so he would be doing a
great service to the nation, the
committee members agreed at
their second meeting here.
Mr Jethmalani told newsper-
sons that the attack on the Amar-
nath vatris should persuade the

om

ngal calls for
ént of ﬁoll

TwaiN Meer: All Party Hurriyat Conference chairman Abdul Ghani Bhat

(right) with Denmark ambassador Michael Sternberg
at the party’s headquarters in Srinagar on Wednesday. — AP

Election Commission to rethink
the timing of the J&K elections as
“it showed that conditions had
not become absolutely right for
holding elections.”

It may be recalled that the
Kashmir Committee, at its meet-

ing on Sunday, had taken excep-
tion to the “sudden” announce-
ment of polls, alleging that it left
little time for the Centre’s inter-
locutors to convince the sepa-
ratists to come forward and join
the electoral process.

European Union asks
Hurriyat to contest polls

Masood Hussain
SRINAGAR 7 AUGUST

HE Hurriyat Conference is
under pressure from the
international community
to contest the Kashmir elections.
After US secretary of state Colin
Powell, it is the turn of the Euro-
pean Union to advise the All-Par-
ty Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
to contest the Assembly polls.
EUs five-member team,
which had a detailed meeting
with a cross-section of the people
including Hurriyat, have asked
the latter not to reject the exercise
if New Delhi is keen on making
them free and fair. The delegation
comprising Michal Sternburg
(Denmark), E.S. Patos Lozos
{Greece), Michael Cuaillite (EU
Commissioner), Ttalo Qcchi
(Italy) and Signi Ropoaka (first
secretary in Denmark High Com-
mission), who arrived here on

Tuesday, had a detailed meeting
with chief minister Farooq Ab-
dullah too.

“We have received a good
feedback and will present our re-
port to our countries,” Michael
Sternburg told reporters after
their detailed meeting with Hur-
riyat leaders. He said they dis-

cussed “all the issues” but did not
identify any of them other than
the elections.

Hurriyat chairman Abdul Gani
Bhat said they offered guests the
factual position about Kashmir.
Elections, he said, came under
discussion, apart from other is-
sues like the human rights.

ending up in temporary lockup.

Forging just for a darshan

Sameer C. Mohindru

JAMMU 7 AUGUST

ORGERY for a holy cause is permissible, remarked an Amar-
nath yatri when accosted by a security personnel for not pre-
senting his legal registration card for embarking on the annual pil-
grimage. With security personnel unrelenting on Amarnath yatra
permits, it is now a row between the two, with some pilgrims forg-
ing registrations to converge on the holy cave shrine despite some

Yatris keen to undertake the pilgrimage reached here much in
advance and when not permitted to go ahead.

—PTI

Hurriyat opts
out of J&K
polls, seeks
mediation

Our Mumbai Bureau

7 AUGUST

THE Hurriyat Conference will
not participate in the elections
despite promises that Governor’s ’
Rule may be imposed, since the
elections have been “called to
meet the domestic needs of the
Union government,” a Hurriyat
spokesperson said in Mumbai on
Wednesday.

However, the umbrella organ-
isation of seperatist parties may
take partin elections as part of an
international process to resolve
Kashmir's problems, Sajjad
Ghani Lone, chairman of the
Peoples Conference and son of
the slain Kashmir separatist
leader Abdul Ghani Lone, told
reporters. Sounding a different
note, the editor of the Srinagar |}
English daily Kashmir Images,
Bashir Manzar, said the Indian
government had lost the oppor-
tunity for a broad-based election
participation by hastily pushing
for early elections in Jammu and
Kashmir. The first round of]
polling begins on September 15.

“For the first time since the
1987 elections, there was a
glimmer of hope that the seper-
atists would participate in the
elections but by forcing the pace
without proper preparation, the
Indian government has lost the
opportunity,” Manzar said in an-
swer to a question. Rejecting
Hurriyat's participation, Sajjad
Lone said the elections were a
“sham” and designed to continue
the Farooq Abdullah govern-
ment in power in the state.

He said the Kashmir problem '
can be addressed by “interna- '
tional facilitation” to bring the i
two main parties — India and |
Pakistan — and Kashmir peo-
ple’s representatives for a setile-
ment. If direct talks between the
two sides were not possible, then
arbitration by the “international
participation”, by two or more
neutral countries could be at- |
tempted. “Pakistan has to be ac-
cepted in the dispute-resolution
process. Whether you like it or
not, it is a party to the dispute,”
Lone added. Mr Lone said if final-
ly nothing else works, the only
way out would be “international
coercion” to force parties to t
dispute to come to a settlemeny.
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|~ Jethmalani wants
J&K polls postponed

NEW DELHI, AUG. 7. The Kashmir Committee head-
ed by the former Union Law Minister, Ram Jeth-
“ malani, today demanded postponement of
Assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir say-
ing the killing of Amarnath pilgrims showed that
the conditions in the State were not “ripe’ for
holding free and fair polls.

It also demanded that for holding free and fair
elections. It was essential that Chief Minister, Fa-
rooq Abdullah, should resign and pave the way
for the imposition of President’s rule.

While condemning the militant attack on pil-
grims as “inhuman and beastly”, Mr. Jethmalani
told reporters that “this itself should persuade
the Election Commission that conditions have
not become absolutely right for holding of elec-
tions.”

“If the EC on its own postpones the elections,
it will meet a major objection of many elements
whose participation would be vital for the future
of the State,” he said emerging from a meeting
attended by Times of India editor, Dilip Padgaon-
kar, former diplomat V. K. Grover and others
members. ’

Mr. Padgaonkar said he had been contacted
through e-mail by Jammu and Kashmijr Liber-
ation Front (JKLF) chairman, Ammanullah Khan,
based in Rawalpindi in Pakistan, for a meeting
between him and the Committee.

The Committee said it would wait for a formal

intimation from the JKLF chairman and would
then fix the place and time for the meeting.

Referring to his meeting with the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Mr. Jethmalani said “I
impressed upon the PM that the dialogue process
should have been started earlier. As it was not
done, it should start now.”

Regarding the Committee’s view for Gover-
nor’s rule in the State during the elections proc-
ess, the former Law Minister said the Committee
would appeal to Dr.Farooq Abdullah and if nec-
essary, would meet him to impress that by doing
so he would do a great service to the nation.

“If he sacrifices the post ... it will help improve
his credibility in the process of holding free and
fair elections,” Mr. Jethmalani said.

He said the Committee has sought a meeting
with the Deputy Prime Minister, L. K. Advani.

Referring to a move by the Committee to invite
Hurriyat leaders for a meeting, Mr. Jethmalani
said the Commitee members would be going to
the State as Hurriyat Conference chairman, Ab-
dul Gani Bhat, was not keeping well.

When told that many Hurriayat leaders were in
jail and were not in a position to participate in the
polls, he said it was my personal view that at least
Yasin Malik should be released as he was critical-
ly ill. “He is critically ill and may die any time.
And if he dies the problem would get aggravat-
ed,” he said. —PTI
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NUNWAN (PAHALGAM), AUG. 6. At least nine
Amarnath pilgrims, including a young
girl, were killed and 50 injured in a mil-
itant attack on their highly-fortified base
camp here on Tuesday. One militant of
the Lashkar-e-Taiba who sneaked into the
camp was killed by the security forces.
However, the yatra was not suspended.

Three militants descended from a hill-
ock and one of them, Abu Qasim, made
his way into the camp while his accom-
plices gave him cover fire. “Qasim, a LeT
fidayeen (suicide bomber), was killed,”
the Director-General of Police, A. K. Suri,
said.

Police sources said that later, a note
was recovered from Qasim'’s possession,
which said that his body should be buried

By Shujaat Bukhari

in Lidroo village. “They (militants) had se-
lected him by a draw of lots as all the three
wanted to be martyred. His AK 47 had a
sticker of Cassette Library, Lahore, which
had Ya Allah Madad written on it,” said a
senior police officer.

The Jammu and Kashmir Governor, G.
C. Saxena, the Chief Minister, Farooq Ab-
dullah, the Union Minister of State for De-
fence, Chaman Lal Gupta, the Minister of
State for Home, Khalid Najib Suhrawardy,
the Special Secretary in the Union Home
Ministry, Ashok Bhandari, Mr. Suri and
other senior officials visited the site.

Eyewitnesses said a blast shook the
camp around 5.15 a.m. “We heard a blast
and didn’t know what it was... but when it
was followed by heavy firing, all of us ran
for our lives” said Savita, a pilgrim from
Guijarat.

>

+* 9 Amarnath pilgrims killed

The personnel of the Central Reserve
Police Force retaliated and a gunbattle
ensued, which, according to an injured
pilgrim, Radhay Sham, said continued for
45 minutes. The SSP, Anantnag, Ghulam
Hassan Bhat, was the first to reach the
camp. The injured were shifted to medical
aid camps in Nunwan and later to the Civ-
il Hospital in Pahalgam. “Fifty persons
were brought in, of whom four were dead
and the rest had either bullet or splinter
injuries,” said a doctor, in-charge of a
medical camp. Twentyfive persons were
discharged after first aid, 12 were admit-
ted in Pahalgam and 14 were rushed to
Srinagar. Four pilgrims died on the way to
hospital and one died in a Srinagar hospi-
tal. In spite of the attack the yatra was not
suspended and the pilgrims continued
their journey from Jammu.




Farooq questions relevance
. of Kashmir panel

q 9 })"‘\ }"\Q \ By Shujaat Bukhari l(,

SRINAGAR AUG.15. The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minist

ni, who is scheduled to begin the first round of talks wi
separatist leaders in Srinagar tomorrow. He also accused New Del-
hi of creating a “strange atmosphere with the refrain of free and
free elections in Jammu and Kashmir”".

In an emotional speech after unfurling the Tricolour on Inde-
pendence Day at the highly-fortified Bakhshi Stadium here, Dr.
Abdullah minced no words in targeting New Delhi for “not under-
standing” the Kashmir problems.

Though he started his 45-minute long address with his “favou-
rite” subject of Pakistan bashing and said “the people who had
been sent to dig our graves are now training their guns on their
own masters”, he also came down heavily on the multi-track ini-
tiatives launched for resolving the Kashmir tangle.

He welcomed the Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee’s speech from
the ramparts of the Red Fort in which he conceded that New Delhi
had committed mistakes on Kashmir. Dr. Abdullah said, “the big-
gest ever blunder was in 1953 (when Sheikh Abdullah was de-
throned) yet another in 1984, I do not know how many more
mistakes are on way and it will be late when they (New Delhi) come
to their senses”.

He accused New Delhi of creating “‘a strange atmosphere with
the refrain of free and fair elections, which is totally unwarranted”.
“The Congress leaders who used to fill the baliot boxes are alive
and the irony is that they are demanding Governor’s rule now”.

Questioning the relevance of the Kashmir Committee, he said,
" “now men like Mr. Jethmalani are talking to separatists and asking
for Governor's rule. I ask him to first remove Narendra Modi and
then talk about Kashmir. Where were you all these years? These
people never entered Kashmir's political firmament over the last
six years”. “What is the agenda of the talks you are holding?”

Dr. Abdullah asked the Central leaders, “you shed tears and
make a beeline to the spot when people die at Qasim Nagar or
Kaluchak but where were you for the last six years when Kashmiris
were dying for India. Did you remember those who died for this
country. We understand all of this?”’ “You cannot make this nation
strong by sowing the seeds of hatred between different
communities”.

v HINDUO




“Kashmir elections

It is not toﬁe&e% ensur§ H:ﬂ:nyat pértucnpatlon

the government hasn’t been able to cobble together a coher-
_ 4 ent Kashmir policy yet, going by the complicated pahle aap,
pahle aap type of minuet it appears to be conducting vis-a-vis
the Hurriyat. Assuming that Pakistan-backed ultras will be
doing their best to disrupt forthcoming elections, government
too must ensure that the effort involved in holding elections is
not in vain by giving them a representative character. That
would mean involving moderate elements of the Hurriyat, in
which case some overtures to them will be necessary; it is not
enough to announce they can drop in and meet LK Advani in
Delhi whenever they wish. Hurriyat leaders are a scared lot
after the murder of Abdul Ghani Lone, to whom Farooq Ab-
dullah’s government would not accord security — an illustra-
tion of what can go wrong if the National Conference is allowed
to run the whole show. For which reason elections ought to be
held under President’s rule in Kashmir rather than under the
aegis of the NC, but here too a similar minuet is evidence. Vaj-
payee announced in Lucknow that the Centre was considering
it, but went back on it under NC pressure; the Centre’s latest
offering is that it could be considered if the Hurriyat decides to
participate.

What complicates matters is the BIP’s bigotry, leading the
Centre to go back on its promise of offering Farooq Abdullah
the Vice-Presidency and moving him out of the way in Srinagar.
That plan came unstuck after Abdul Kalam became the
presidential candidate; having a Muslim as both President and
Vice-President was considered too much for a Hindu-supre-
macist party to stomach. What is done cannot be undone, but it
is all the more necessary to put dithering aside and make seri-
ous efforts to make at least some sections of the Hurriyat parti-
cipate. The present crop of Hurriyat leaders commands sup-
port only in some pockets of Jammu and Kashmir, and the NC
will carry the elections anyway. Since they will be the focus of
international attention this time around, it is a good opportu-
nity to demonstrate that separatists are not deeply rooted in the
state. If, on the other hand, the Hurriyat finally slams the door,
the Centre can turn around and say the organisation’s leaders
are chicken, unlikely to prove their legitimacy at the hustings.
However there is some way to go to ensure that they cannot
claim that dgors were shut in their faces. /

WE STATESMAN
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" Pandits seek
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14 AUGUST

1(
ALLEGING discrimination by
the Indian polity and Election
Commission, displaced Kash-
miri Pandits on Wednesday held
a demonstration here and de-
manded creation of three “con-
stituenciesin exile” for represen-
tation of the community in the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly.

The people, belonging to vari-
ous Pandit organisations, said
the forthcoming elections in the
state without their representa-

~ tion would be “meaningless” for

" them. “The J&K constitution has

' reserved 24 seats for the people

- of Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
(POK) but there is no provision
for seat reservation for Kashmiri
Pandits forced out of the Valley,”
Ramesh Raina, general secretary
of Kashmiri Samiti, said, alleging
this was “discrimination of worst
type”. He also criticised the EC,
saying while the Commission
had time to tour relief camps in
Gujarat, “it did not bother to vis-
it camps of Kashmiri migrants in
Jammu & Delhi.”

Mr Raina demanded that
three constituencies in exile be
created for Kashmiri Pandits,
two at Jammu and one at Delhi,
so that the community could be
represented in the state assem-
bly. The All India Kashimiri Pan-
dit Conference (AIKPC) presi-
dent HN Jattu alleged large-scale
manipulations in the electoral
roll, resulting in deletion of
thousands of eligible voters of
the community. —PTI
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J&Kpolls a

afarce,

“says Musharraf

Our Political Bureau

" NEW DELHI 14 AUGUST

US position on Jammu and

Kashmir, Pakistan President
General Pervez Musharraf dis-
missed the forthcoming elec-
tions in the state as “farcical.” He
said on Wednesday
Pakistan should not
be held responsible
for failure of the
polls there.

General Mushar-
raf, addressing the
domestic audience
on the occasion of
Pakistan’s Indepen-

“dence Day, added
! thiat India was using
'the elections as a
| “mask” to justify its
i occupation of the territory. The
{ Pakistani President’s claims,
however, were clearly at vari-
i ance with the premium that US
i secretary of state Colin Powell
i had puton the electoral exercise
! only recently when he visited

IN a clear contradiction of the

MuUSHARRAF

the sub-continent. Mr Powell
had not only welcomed the poll
process in Jammu and Kashmir
but also had called for freeing of
political prisoners to ensure their
participation.

Mr Powell had also said inter-
national observers be made a
part of the election process —

~ this stance was
outright rejected

President
Musharraf  has
squarely rejected
the views taken by
the US and other
members of the international
community. He also used the
Hurriyat's refusal to participate
in the J&K elections in support of
his stance that these elections
were not “legitimate” by any
standards.

The Fo

10 Times



~PARTICIPATION IN POLLS A CLOSED CHAPTER'

Hurriyat ready for talks
with Jethmalani panel k

o |

SRINAGAR, AUG. 12. The All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence said today that its participation in the com-
ing elections was a “closed chapter” but it was
ready to talk to the Kashmir Committee, headed
by the former Union Law Minister, Ram
Jethmalani.

The Hurriyat chairman, Abdul Gani Bhat, told
reporters that the general council, which met
here, “endorsed our decision to talk and asked us
to start talking”. On August 10, the Hurriyat exec-
utive had met to fashion out a response to the
latest olive branch extended to it by the Centre.
The meeting ended inconclusively and decided to
convene the general council meet for the same.

Mr. Bhat said: “We will talk to the Jethmalani
committee because it is a non-governmental
group. We didn’t talk to K.C. Pant because he was
New Delhi’s official interlocutor on Kashmir.”

The Hurriyat chairman underlined certain con-
ditions for the talks — tripartite talks involving
India, Pakistan and the Hurriyat, non-participa-
tion of the Hurriyat in the elections and meaning-
ful talks. “We thought we should not shy away
from talking and the Hurriyat would strive for the
betterment of India and Pakistan. Although we
have not received any formal invitation, we are
ready to talk. We are not initiating anything but
are only responding to the move by Jethmalani”.
On participation in the elections, he said “it is a
closed chapter”.

On the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani’s
decision authorising Mr. Jethmalani to hold talks

By Shujaat Bukhari

YHE HINDU

with separ nsts, the Hurrlyat chlet) aid &sat the
moment they would focus on what the Kashmir
Committed chief would talk about and not who
authorised him.

The Hurriyat's response to the talks offer
comes in the wake of the Shabir Shah-led Demo-
cratic Freedom Party’s decision to enter into ne-
gotiations with Mr. Jethmalani. The party,
however, demanded the release of senior separa-
tists like Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Yasin Malik and
Mushtaq-ul-Islam. The DFP has maintained that
dialogue should precede participation in elec-
tions.

‘Kashmir panel should visit Pak.’

PTI reports:

Welcoming Mr. Advani’s offer for uncondition-
al talks with the separatists, Mr. Shah said the
Kashmir Committee members should visit Pakis-
tan to pave the way for resolving the vexed Kash-
mir issue. “We welcome the unconditional talks
offer by New Delhi and urge the Government to
take steps for ensuring meaningfulness of these
initiatives. The Kashmir Committee should visit
Pakistan and the DFP representatives should also
be allowed to visit Pakistan to pave the way for
resolving the Kashmir issue,” Mr. Shah said in a
statement after a day-long meeting of the exec-
utive body of the party.

Urging the Centre not to ignore Pakistan while
making efforts to resolve the Kashmir issue, the
statement said.the participation of Islamabac
was pivotal to any purposeful and durable talks o
negotiations.




After Hurriyat, Shabir

“'says

N SIBE A

JAMMU, Aug, 11. — After the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference an-
nounced yesterday that it would stay
away from the Assembly polls, Mr
Shabir Shah’s Jammu and Kashmir
Democratic Freedom Party today said
it would not contest the eleetions.
Addressing journalists at Srinagar
- after the end of the party’s plenary
session, JKDFP spokesman Syed
Saleem Geelani said his party would
not take part in the polls because the
democratic exercise shou]d be aimed
at solving the Kashmir issue and not
at running the administration.

-The JKDFP is, however, willing
for talks with the Kashmir Commit-
tee, authorised by Mr LK Advani to
hold talks with Kashmiri separatists,
Mr Geelani said. He said all detained
separatists, including Syed Ali Shah
Geelani and Yasin Malik, should be
released before talks began.

New Delhi had: hoped that the
JKDFP would contest the polls and
the PMO had opened communica-
«tion channels to persuade party lead-
ers.

The spokesman said the party has
passed four resolutions reiterating
that the Kashmir issue can be solved
only by meaningful negotiations.

no to elections

“We welcome the }orm jon of the
Kashmir Committee and, have re-
ceived an invitation from\Mr Ram
Jethmalani for talks.”

“We are willing to talk to Mr Jet-
hmalani ... But before talks there is a
need for a conducive atmosphere
which can be created by setting free-
all detainees.” .

The spokesman said the party had

unanimously resolved that Kashmiri
Pandits living in exile should be
brought back to the Valley. The
JKDFP has also passed a resolution
urging all separatist leaders and par-
ties to unite and jointly resolve the
Kashmir issue.
Warning against joining Army: The
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba has warned Kash-
miris against joining the ‘Army and
ordered those who have joined to re-
turn or face severe action.

In a recent statement, a Lashkar
spokesman urged militants groups in
the. state to unite and fight the “ene-
my, especially the special operations
group”.

The spokesman said a meeting of
the organisation was held recently in
which the chief commander, Abu
Umer, and commanders, Abrar, Us-
man and Abdullah, took part.

Pandits frown on J&K elections,

page 6 -
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Centre opposes pre-1953 status for J8K d

NEW DELHI, AUG. 11. The Centre
has rejected outright the Na-
tional Conference Govern-
ment’s proposal for discussion
on reverting back to the
pre-1953 status of Jammu and
Kashmir, but expressed willing-
ness to consider the require-
ment for additional powers to
fight terrorism and to provide
better governance.

“The emphasis of the State is
that dilution of its powers,
which has taken place since
1954, must be reviewed,” Home
Ministry sources said on the on-
going talks between the Centre's
interlocutor, Arun Jaitley, and
the ruling National Conference
(NC) representative, G.M. Shah.

The pre-1953 status envi-
saged exclusion of the jurisdic-
tion of the Election
Commission, the Supreme
Court and the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) over the
State. It also termed the Gover-
nor as ‘Sadr-e-Riyasat’ and the
Chief Minister as Prime Minis-
ter.

The Centre’s unequivocal
message during the two-rounds
of talks with the NC representa-
tive was that “do not go into his-
tory”.

“The Centre says tell us where
in governance of the State do
you feel shortage of power. We
are willing to look into these ar-
eas,” the sources said. The State

was still in the process of point-
ing out the specific nature of
powers it required in addition to
those available now,

The sources said the State
wanted to use the “occasion to
send a signal to the Kashmiri
people that we are still negotiat-
ing on this”. They did not elab-
orate whether “this” meant the
pre-1953 status or the devolu-
tion of powers.

During the three-hour long
second-round meeting between
Mr. Jaitley and Mr. Shah on Fri-
day, the latter explained the le-
gal, political and constitutional
aspects of the State Govern-
ment’s demand for greater au-
tonomy, a resolution on which

e NDD

was passe by the Assembly in
July 2000. Terming the ap-
proach of the Centre’s interloc-
utor as “positive”, Mr. Shah said,’
“I have explained to him the
need for the autonomy to the
State as this will definitely
strengthen the Centre-State re-
lations besides meeting the as-
pirations of the people.” The
third round of talks would be
held in the last week of August at
Srinagar.

Mr. Shah said both sides had
stressed the need for adopting a
positive approach in the talks so
that these could lead to an ami-
cable resolution of the issue that
had been on back-burner for the
lact twn vears. — PTT
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N A little over a month from

now, the first phase of polling

will begin in Jammu and Kash-

mir. As of now, no political
party in the State, other than the
ruling National Conference, seems
to be enthused by the elections. If
this trend prevails, there is serious
danger of a low voter turnout, and
this would, whether we like it or
not, erode the credibility of the
polls. However, even at this late
stage, it may be possible to create
the conditions under which all
those who do not participate in the
electoral process will find them-
selves isolated from the bulk of the
people in Kashmir.

But this requires the immediate
articulation of a clear vision for
Jammu and Kashmir by the top po-
litical leadership of this country.
And the obvious choice is the Prime
Minister on August 15, from the
ramparts of the Red Fort.

The coming elections to the As-
sembly have, for better or for
worse, acquired a special impor-
tance. The international communi-
ty, especially but hot only the
United States, believes that elec-
tions could be a decisive step to-
wards restoring peace in Jammu
and Kashmir. Reports indicate that
officials from both the U.S. and the
European Union countries have
been urging separatists to demon-
strate their strength by participa-
ting in the elections. New Delhi has
also signalled that it will not. re-
sume its dialogue with Islamabad
until elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir are held in an atmosphere free
of violence, suggesting thereby that
an escalation of violence in the run-
up to the elections would demon-
strate bad faith on the part of
Pakistan.

Moreover, there is some evidence
that in the Kashmir Valley too, es-
pecially in the rural areas, there
was, until a few weeks ago, a
groundswell in favour of elections.
And while it is almost certain that
there will be no officially mandated
international observers, there is no
doubt that this is one election that

/

By Amitabh Mattoo ~——

What is needed is for the Prime Minister himself,
on Independence Day, a month before the first
phase of polling, to outline a non-partisan
national vision for Jammu and Kashmir.

will invite unprecedented media
scrutiny. As one foreign journalist
pointed out recently: “The Assemb-
ly election will invite at least as
much attention as the Agra Summit
last year.”

And yet, the reality today is that
the announcement of the polling
schedule by the Election Commis-
sion has not generated much en-
thusiasm among the Opposition
parties in the State.

Indeed, even

the decision on whether or not to
have Governor's Rule during the
electoral campaign is one that only
the NC leadership can take. But it
should be still possible, with politi-
cal decisiveness and imagination,
to stimulate public opinion in Jam-
mu and Kashmir in favour of
participation.

If this happens, all those who de-
cide to stay away from the polls will
risk political marginalisation and

lose the chance of

many of the pro-

STRATEGIC INTEREST shaping the future

of the State. But

India political par-
ties have expressed strong reserva-
tions about the elections, while
most of the separatists have already
declared that they will not partici-
pate in the polls. Many Opposition
leaders had hoped that a period of
Governor’s Rule would ensure that
the electoral contest was not one-
sided, but becomes a so-called “lev-
el playing field”.

In addition, many moderate sep-
aratist leaders had been asserting
that a dialogue, and the announce-
ment of a few confidence-building
measures by New Delhi before the
announcement of the polls would
make it easier for them to enter the
electoral fray without losing cred-
ibility with the people. Conversely,
if the Opposition parties, including
the separatists, do not take part in
the elections, the NC is likely to
sweep the elections without much
of a contest.

However, it is likely that, under
these circumstances, the polling
percentage will be very low and
threaten to reduce the elections to
a farce. Even the NC, under the
untainted leadership of Omar Ab-
dullah, is unlikely to be satisfied
with such a result.

Is there a way out? Clearly, the
polls cannot now be postponed and

this cannot possibly be achieved by
Track II dialogues, quasi-official
committees or special envoys. What
is needed is for the Prime Minister
himself, on Independence Day, a
month before the first phase of
polling, to outline a non-partisan
national vision for Jammu and
Kashmir.

But in order for such a vision to
really connect with the people of
the State, it must be embedded in
what are the six essential “Ds” of a
thoughtful Kashmir policy: Democ-
racy, Dialogue, Devolution, Devel-
opment, De-internment  and
Disarmament. These need some
elaboration.

First, the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, needs to reiterate
that the Centre is committed to
sustaining real democracy in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, in letter and spir-
it. And not only will the coming
elections be the first step towards
that goal, with the world media be-
ing able to attest to their fairness,
but this will be followed by steps to
ensure that democracy is truly in-
stitutionalised up to the grassroots
level. Second, Mr. Vajpayee needs
to clearly indicate that the Centre
will undertake a dialogue with
elected representatives within the

A vision for Kashmir

framework of insaniyat and that
this dialogue will be unconditional
and seek to address the cumulative
grievances of the people of the
State. Third, the Prime Minister
must promise that the demand for
devolution of powers of the State
will be taken up with a seriousness
that goes beyond the mere appoint-
ment of special envoys.

He must also signal that there is
a growing realisation within the
country that separatist tendencies
grow when people feel disconnect-
ed from the structures of power;
devolution, in turn, ensures greater
participation and accountability
and a greater stake in political nor-
malcy and economic stability.

Fourth, the Prime Minister must
offer the people of Jammu and
Kashmir a new phase of develop-
ment and reconstruction. In partic-
ular, he must address the
approximately 200,000 unemployed
educated young men and women
of the State and he must pledge to
create a host of new opportunities
for them, including ensuring that
the private and the public sector
undertake  special  recruitment
drives in the State. Fifth, Mr. Vaj-
payee should signal that all those
from the State interned in jails,
without trial for many years, will be
released within days if they are not
being held for any serious criminal
offence. Finally, he must articulate
a vision of a weapons-free Jammu
and Kashmir if Pakistan stops spon-
soring violence.

The Prime Minister must prom-
ise to ensure that the State returns
to what it was: a non-violent society
where even the sight of a gun
would terrify the most hardened.
Much of what is stated above is
drawn from the statements Mr. Vaj-
payee has made on Kashmir over
the past two years. But the various
strands need to be brought together
in a composite policy.

Indeed, if the Prime Minister
does outline such a vision, it could
electrify Jammu and Kashmir, and
the results would be evident even
beyond the coming elections.



Cong. demands
Governor's -~

rule in J&K
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 6. The Congress
today demanded the imposition

of Governor's rule in Jammu
and Kashmir for free and fair
election. This demand was
communicated to the Govern-

ment this afternoon by a Con-
gress delegation which met the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and senior members of
the Cabinet.

Briefing mediapersons after
the meeting, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
Manmohan Singh, said: “Our
purpose in seeing the Prime
Minister was to impress upon
him the fact that in the interest
f free and fair elections, for
which the Government is com-
mitted to, it is essential to have
Governor’s rule in J&K.”

The delegation said there was
need to hold the elections un-
der a credible administration so
that people of the State felt con-
fident enough to participate in
the electoral process.

The Prime Minister is said to
have told the delegation of the
Government’s commitment to
holding a free and fair election.
Official sources said, he also in-
formed it that all assistance was

hbeing given to the Election

Commission to conduct the
polls.

About Governor's rule in J&K
in anticipation of the elections,
the Deputy Prime Minister, L. K.
Advani, told reporters after the
meeting that it was for the State
Government to take a decision.
Besides Mr, Advani, the Union
Finance  Minister, Jaswant
Singh, the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, and the Na-
tional Security Adviser, Brajesh
Mishra, were present at the
meeting with the Congress

' leaders.
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“Attack meant t

pilgr

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, AUG. 6. Blaming the
little-known “Al- Mansuriyan”,
a militant outfit sponsored by
the Lashkar-e-Taiba, for the at-
tack on Amarnath pilgrims near
Pahalgam this morning, the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, said today that the objec-
tive of the “enemy” was to
disrupt the Amarnath Yatra and
the coming Assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“The objective of the enemy
is two-fold: to disrupt the yatra
and the coming elections. But
we are determined to see that
the yatra continues and the As-
sembly elections are held on

schedule,” Mr. Advani told
reporters.
Asked if today's militant

strike indicated that the level of
violence was going to further es-
calate as polls drew near, he
said: “This is part of the contin-
uing confrontation between us
and the enemy.”

The Al-Mansurian was float-
ed after the LeT was banned. A
person claiming to be associat-
ed with the organisation called
up the BBC office in Srinagar
and owned responsibility for
the attack, Mr. Advani said.

On the reports that the attack
was launched by a single “fi-
dayaeen” militant, Mr. Advani
said there were three or four dif-
ferent versions which gave rise
to suspicion that the militant
was not alone. The pattern of
heavy firing, explosion of gre-
nades and the intensity of the
attack indicated that more mil-
itants were involved in the
strike but the security forces
were able to kill one.

The Deputy Prime Minister

hage, poll

said he would get a detailed re-
port from the high-level team
sent to Pahalgam to assess the
situation. The team comprised
the Minister of State for De-
fence, Chaman Lal Gupta, and
the Special Secretary in the
Home Ministry, Ashok
Bhandari.

Mr. Advani said that security
was being further tightened to
ensure the safety of the pilgrims
and added that fresh batches of
pilgrims were leaving for the
holy cave. “In fact, some of the
yatris who returned today to the
base camp had expressed satis-
faction with the security ar-
rangements. But we are going to
further strengthen the mea-
sures,” he said.

Earlier, Mr. Advani told a
meeting of the BJP parliamen-
tary party that the Government
would review and strengthen
the security arrangements for
the yatra. The meeting ex-
pressed shock and dismay over
the militant strike.

The Congress president, So-

oﬁsru pt
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Advani

nia Gandhi, condemned the
killings of innocent pilgrims
and asked the Government to
be more vigilant. “The Congress
president has expressed her
deep shock and anguish over
the barbaric and inhuman in-
cident. She has condemned this
cowardly act in strongest
words,” the party spokesman,
Satyabrat Chaturvedi, told re-
porters here.

In a related development, the
Foreign Office spokesperson
said while pledges had been
made to fight terrorism, the
promises were still to be kept.
She maintained that the net-
work of terrorism was active de-
spite the efforts of the
international community.
There should be no let-up in the
efforts to put pressure on Pakis-
tan to end its support to terror-
ism. No cause, she stressed,
could be used as an alibi to sup-
port acts of terrorism. India, she
added, would deal resolutely
with those who threatened its
security.

Pak. denies charge

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 6. Pakistan has rejected “with contempt” the re-
ported allegation by India that it was behind the terrorist attack
on the Amarnath pilgrims at the base camp today.

A statement by the Pakistan Foreign Office said, “the Govern-
ment condemns the terrorist attack on Hindu pilgrims in the
Indian occupied Kashmir which led to many deaths and a large
number of injured. We also reject with contempt the remarks
made by LD. Swami, Minister of State for Home, implicatirig
Pakistan in the attack.” The Press Secretary to the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Rashid Quereshi, said the charge was totally baseless and
was meant to defame Pakistan. “In the past, when such charges
were levelled against us we have asked for evidence and New

Delhi has never given any”.
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~Hurriyat's yes for talks,
no to elections
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NEW DELHI, AUG. 5. The Hurriyat Conference today
said it had “no problems” in holding talks with
the Kashmir Committee headed by the former
Law Minister, Ram Jethmalani, even as it ruled
out participation in the coming Assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“My good wishes are with them and I have no
problems in holding talks with them as they are
renowened intellectuals of the country and the
initiative is purely in their individual capacity and
the Government has nothing to do with it,” the
Hurriyat Conference chairman, Abdul Gani Bhat,
told PTI here.

The Kashmir Committee was formed yesterday
with Mr. Jethmalani as its chairman and the Su-
preme Court advocate, Ashok Bhan, as its conve-
nor.

The other members of the committee are the
former Law Minister, Shanti Bushan, the Times of
India Editor, Dileep Padgaonkar, the freelance
\ journalist, Jawid Laiq, the retired IFS officer, V.K.
i Grover, the eminent lawyer, Fali Nariman, and

the Asian Age Editor, M.]. Akbar.

However, Mr. Nariman and Mr. Akbar could
not attend the committee’s meeting yesterday.

While Mr. Jethmalani told reporters yesterday
that the Hurriyat had said it did not have enough
time for arranging the logistics, Mr. Bhat rejected
any proposal to take part in the polls, saying ‘“‘this
is an irrelevant exercise. We have made it clear
that we will not participate in the polls and the
issue no longer exists for us.”

The Hurriyat chairman said he was aware of
the formation of the committee and added, “‘we
will co-operate with them in finding an everlast-
ing solution to the problem.”

“I think sensible people of India, Pakistan and
Kashmir should join together and move together
for resolving the issue which has been eating into
the vitals of both the countries,” Bhat said.

He said both the countries should realise that
they had to shun the beaten tracks of the past and
work for a better tomorrow by engaging in a fruit-
ful dialogue.




Not for Governor’s
19~ rule: Omar W\

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, AUG. 3. The Minister of
State for External Affairs and

National Conference president, _

Omar Abdullah, has no objec-
tion even if all the polling staff
are brought from outside but is
not ready to accept Governor’s
-rule in Jammu and Kashmir.

In an exclusive interview to
The Hindu, Mr Abdullah, in fact,
said that he was disappointed
that the separatists were not
taking part in the coming
elections.

He said the elections had as-
sumed importance because the
international community had
accepted India’s stand on Kash-
mir and even agreed that the
Shimla agreement could be the
basis for any dialogue between
India and Pakistan. For the re-
sumption of dialogue with Pa-
kistan, a reduction in violence

was absolutely necessary, he
said.

Mr. Abdullah said his party
was open to any offer for a tie-
up in the elections.

Details on Page 9
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‘Jethmalani panel to hold

talks on

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, AUG. 3. In yet another attempt to
broaden the peace process and electoral exercise
in Jasmmu and Kashmir, the Centre is believed to
have blessed the formation of a “Kashmir Com-
mittee” which will start a dialogue with the sep-
aratist groups in the Valley. The former Union
Law Minister, Ram Jethmalani, will be the chair-
man of this committee.

Besides Mr. Jethmalani, the other members in
the committee are Shanti Bhushan and Fali Nari-
man, both among the most respected Supreme
Court lawyers; Dilip Padgoankar and M. J. Akbar,
media personalities; Virender Grover, a former
Indian Foreign Service officer, and Ashok Bhan,
who is known to have excellent rapport with a
number of separatist leaders. Mr. Bhan will be the
convener of the committee. The fjrst meeting of
the Kashmir Committee is scheduled for
tomorrow.

The Jethmalani Committee would supplement
the process being initiated by another former
Law Minister, Arun Jaitley, who has been named
the Centre’s representative on the “devolution of
powers” dialogue with the Jammu and Kashmir
Government. Recently, Mr. Jethmalani had been
to Srinagar and had engaged various civic groups
in a dialogue; the tone and tenor of his speech
during the Rajya Sabha debate last week on jam-
mu and Kashmir was widely appreciated in the
Kashmir Valley.

What adds bite to the Jethmalani Committee is
that the panel is believed to have the blessings of
both the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and the Union Home Minister, Lal Kishen Ad-
vani, who, since his elevation as Deputy Prime
Minister, is known to have dropped his opposi-
tion to a dialogue with the separatist groups. The
Committee is also believed to have the “bless-
ings” of Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, chairman of the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference, and Shabir Shah,
most prominent “separatist’” voice outside the

Kashmir

—————
Hurriyat. Apart from opening a dialogue with the
separatist groups, the Committee would strive for
“democratic decency,” meaning broadening of
the political space, ending cross-border infiltra-
tion and a “genuine electoral exercise.” This
“track-II" initiative has been in the making for
some time, and was supposed to have been con-
cretised at least a manth ago; however, the differ-
ing perceptions between the PMO and the Home
Ministry held up its formal launch.

There is a sense of impatience among the
“track-11"" peaple that an inflexible election time-
table for the State Assembly has left them little
time for achieving any breakthrough. In fact, this
frustration was reflected in a statement Mr. jeth-
malani issued today from Mumbai.

He warned the Government against “holding
elections without securing assurance of partici-
pation by the elements, which in the past have
boycotted them. This will be totally
counter-productive.”

In a gesture that should please the Hurriyat,
Mr. Jethmalani took the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, . M. Lyngdoh, to task for rejecting out-
right any role for international observers in the
Kashmir elections. “Article 324 of the Constitu-
tion does not enable the Election Commission to
make comments on international affairs and cer-
tainly does not authorise the making of abrasive
and undiplomatic statements of the kind made
by him.” Mr. Jethmalani also used words which
should be music to the ears of the Hurriyat lead-
ers: “We have to be grateful to the Americans,
Western powers and other friendly countries who
are helping to solve the Kashmir problem. Mr.
Lyngdoh must mind his own business.”

More interestingly, Mr. Jethmalani went out of
his way to praise Mr. Advani “for his statesman-
like and refreshing speech in the Rajya Sabha,”
and interpreted his reply to the debate as indicat-
ing that “he was making a public pledge of the
holding of a sincere dialogue” (with the separa-
tist groups).



HURRIYAT REJECTS ELECTIONS AS A SOLUTION

&K goes to

in four

{7\4

Statesman News Se :ce

NEW DELHI, Aug. 2. — The Election Commission
today announced the dates for elections in Jammu
and Kashmir. The 87-member Assembly will go to
polls, beginning 16 September, in four phases. The
last phase will be on 8 October. Counting will begm
on 10 Oct-ober and results
announced by 12 October. The
model code of conduct comes
into force today.

. Phase |
At a press conference, Chief N ’

. - 0. of seats
Election Commissioner Mr JM Districts
Lyngdoh said the elections will be
“good and credible”. He said the | phase it
ECwas taking the polls more seri- | ng. of seats
ously than any in the recent past. Districts

The election dates have been | Phase ii}
fixed for 16 and 24 September | No. of seats
and 1 and 8 October. Notifica- | Districts
tions for these days’ polls will be
issued on 22 and 31 August and | Phase ¥
on 6 and 13 September. Nomi- | No. of seats
nation deadlines, in the same or- | Districts

Leh, Kargil, ga]oun Poonch
Srinagar, Badgam, Jammu

Pulwama, Anantnag, Kathua,

polls

9%/\' 93L\

phases

raised by US secretary of state General Colin
Powell on poll monitors. He, in fact, was quite
severe in his rejection.

“We are the most respectable Election
Commission in the world,” he said, adding, “We have
more authority than any other Election Commission
in any other country. .. No other commission is
superior to this. ..In this day and age, there is no
question of a White Man coming
to observe what the Native is
doing. The White Man does not
determine what the Coloured

16 Septemb .
ot ;; Man does and whether he is

doing it right or wrong.”
He said no distinction will be
4 Septemper | made between Indian and
og | foreign journalists in terms of
access to polling booths.
t0ctober | Foreign diplomats can visit in
27 | their individual capacity. The
CEC said “one or two” persons
Udhampur { from the Election Com-
8 Betober | missions of UK, Australia and
6 | Canada “could come in their
Doda | individual capacity, but not as

Kupwara, Baramulla,

der, are 29 August and 7, 13 and
20 September. Scrutiny of nomin-
ations will on 31 August.

About 8,000 EVMs will be
kept in readiness for the polls.
There will be around 7,000 poll-
ing booths. electorate is 56
lakh. On ek:u pns being held un-
der Gaverpar’s rule, Mr Lyngdoh
said Governer’s rule is good only

For migrants from the Valley, speclal
polling stations will be set up at Six
places in Jammu [Gandhinagar, Jampur
Muthi, Chandrabhaga (Canal Road),
Agricultural Complex (Gole Puli, Talab
Tilo) and Nagrota], in Dethi (Tis Hazari
courts and office of the resident
commissioner, Jammu and Kashmir) and
at a migrant camp in Udhampur,
Counting of votes in all seats will begin on
10 October. The election process will be

observers”.

Voters’ slips will act as
additional proof of identity
during the elections. The slips
will be issued over the next 10
days and have been generated
with a household as a base unit.
Voters will have to produce
photo ID-cards or voters’ slips
prescribed by the EC.

when the Governor is good.
But separatist groups rejected

completed on 12 October

The EC said that a “special
revision” of electoral rolls had

the polls saying it can’t solve the Kashmir problem. In
Jammu, the All-Parties Hurriyat Conference con-
vened a meeting of its special executive committee.
Hurriyat chairman Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat said the
polls were no answer to Kashmir’s problems.

On the issue of “foreign observers”, the CEC said
he had objections to the term itself if it meant
monitoring in any official institutional capacity. The

to be carried from April to May this year as many
“dead voters” names appeared in the list.

In Patna, Mr George Fernandes said India will
not tolerate any outside interference in the J&K
election process. The defenc¢ minister said India
was not averse to the embassies and foreign media
doing their own exercises on evaluating the

situation, “but we will never allow our sovereignty
Commission’s position put at rest the que§t)9ns/ to be compromised at any cost” MS
AY
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‘RSS proposal
dangerous’

Statesman Nws

NEW DELHI, Aug. 1. —Mr LK Ad-
vani today ruled out foreign observ-
ers monitoring the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly polls. He told the Ra-
jya Sabha that the state was an inte-
gral part of India and the country did-

t “need a certificate from outsider-
s”. He also rejected the RSS propos-
al that J&K be divided into three
states and the National Conference’s
demand for pre-1953 status.

The Deputy Prime Minister, how-
ever, said foreign diplomats posted
here, India-based NGOs and individ-
uals could visit the state during the
elections. He had a telephonic talk
with the Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister before he came to Parlia-
ment to reply to a short-duration dis-
cussion on the situation in the state.

He told Dr Farooq Abdullah that
all members of the House want the
polls to be held in free and fair man-
ner. Dr Abdullah said that except for-
eign observers, all were welcome to
see the elections.

Mr Advani told the House that the
Kashmir issue was on the internation-
al agenda to the extent that Pakistan,
after having made proxy war against
India part of its policy, was indulging
in cross-border terrorism and was
bent on creating disturbances in the
state. No foreign power, including
the USA, had a role to play in resolv-
ing the problem.

SOLDIERS OF PEACE: Buddhist monks from Japan cross into Pakistan from india at the Wagah checkpost on Thursday. They will start

their peace march from Taxila, 35 km west of Islamabad, on 6 August and terminate their journey at Sanchi in October.
‘ lim population in the world. It ran-

“Foreign countries have no role to
play. It’s our internal problem. If
there’s an international dimension to
the problem, it’s cross-border terror-
ism being unleashed by Pakistan.”

He said the USA now understood
India’s position better than ever be-
fore, but perhaps remnants of the
Cold War era made it slightly more
inclined towards Pakistan.

Noting that infiltration and cross-
border terrorism were continuing
unabated, Mr Advani said: “Pakistan
has failed to reconcile with India as a
secular state, having the largest Mus-

cours in Pakistan’s psyche and they
can’t swallow the situation.”

As for the RSS proposal, he said it
was fraught with dangerous conse-
quences and was rejected by the gov-
ernment immediately. On the NC’s
demand for pre-1953 status, he said
the autonomy paper made no refer-
ence to what the party wanted, but
simply talked about the the state’s
status immediately after Independ-
ence. The Centre is, however, willing
to discuss devolution of power to
Jammu and Kashmir.

— AFP

Mr Advani stressed the need to de-
volve power to the states because the
administration had become central-
ised over the yeats.

While Sarkaria Commission and
Inter-state Council are looking into
this aspect, the Centre has taken a
special initiative for Jammu and
Kashmir by appointing former Union
law minister, Mr Arun Jaitley, as in-
terlocutor.

The dialogue, he said, would be
“sincere and authentic” and the prob-
lem is likely to be resolved within the
constitutional framework.

in J&K

KashmnZ a global
issue: Musharraf

Press Trust of tndla

COLOMBO, Aug. 1. — Gen.
Pervez Musharraf today accused
India of “hypocrisy” in saying
that Kashmir was not an interna-
tional issue, when world powers
were already trying to resolve it.

“There is a hypocrisy in this
attitude. They just juggle around
with the semantics of words like
mediator, facilitator and inter-
locutor, but the reality... is Kash-
mir has been internationalised,”
Gen. Musharraf told journalists.

“Whatever word they use to
refer to the role played by world
powers — facilitator or interloc-
utor, the fact is Kashmir is an in-
ternational issue and a “danger-
ous flashpoint” in the region.”

His remarks came when
asked about India’s rejection of
US secretary of state Mr Colin
Powell’s observation that Kash-
mir was on the international
agenda. “What are Colin Powell
or (Britain’s foreign secretary)
Jack Straw doing and what are
world powers doing, except talk-
ing of Kashmir?”, he asked.

In an opening statement be-
fore taking questions, he said re-
lations between Pakistan and In-
dia were at their “lowest”, and
reiterated that while Pakistan

captain and four fidaveen of
Lashkar»e»‘ihlyaba were killed
when the militants exploded
grenades and fired while
storming into the DC Colony
at Rajouri late Jast night. -

 Aleng the LoC, Pakistani
troops fired heavy artillery and
smortar shells in Machil, Keran
and = Karnah  sectors  of
upwara last night, kxlhng one

my and special oper-
p of the state police
the area. In the en-
counter Captain Reddy was
killed, Lt Col Bhanwar Ra-
thor RO 16 Corps, said.
. LIK 'unter started around

o.m, yesterday and con-
tinued till today, — SNS

did not want war and would not
initiate one, it would not com-
promise on its “honour and dig-
nity” in the name of peace.

“Avoidance of war will not be
at the cost of our honour and
dignity. We hope good sense will
prevail and de-escalation takes
place,” he said.
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HE U.S. Sdcretary of State,

Colin Powell’s visit to India

and Pakistan has led to more

developments than meet the
eye at first sight. He has also thrown
up straws in the wind which indicate
the directions of future U.S. attitudes
on the Jammu and Kashmir issue.
His visit was built on the need to en-
sure that Indian and Pakistani lead-
ers stay the course regarding the
promises they made to keep peace
and not go to war. There were
enough insights from Mr. Powell on
how the U.S. would respond in future
to heightened tensions between the
two states. He has also done some
skilful work in creating new linkages
for Pakistan on Jammu and Kashmir.
This puts the onus on New Delhi to
speed up its policy plans for the State
in the coming months.

Mr. Powell has squarely placed the
coming elections as the central con-
dition to be met if a dialogue is to
begin between Islamabad and New
Delhi. His observation that such a
dialogue can only commence after
the Assembly election is clearly in-
tended to make the electoral process
the essential milestone to be crossed
by both India and Pakistan. Mr. Po-
well's statement to journalists trav-
elling with him that efforts to resolve
the conflict between the two coun-
tries were on a “plateau” is meaning-
ful. It should be interpreted as
reflecting a U.S. belief, that both In-
dia and Pakistan would be expected
to make the special effort required. It
would be imprudent therefore for ei-
ther to view itself as being backed by
the U.S.

The linkage between the success-
ful completion of the Kashmir elec-
tions and the commencement of an
India-Pakistan dialogue places a spe-
cial responsibility on Pervez Mushar-
raf. He must ensure that the jehadis
do not sabotage the elections. If the
militant groups initiate, or support,
or claim responsibility for terrorist
acts in the State, Gen. Musharraf

<+ -

By V.R. Raghavan

Political gpace in J&K

What is required are time and circumstances
which would allow the political opposition
in Jammu and Kashmir to make
an important transition.

.

would find his demand for a dialogue
discredited. This also makes redun-
dant the claim by the Pakistani Presi-
dent that elections in Jammu and
Kashmir are being imposed by New
Delhi on an unwilling populace. The
meaning of the carefully crafted ‘Po-
wellism’ that infiltration — whether
marginally reduced or otherwise — is
continuing from Pakistan, makes the
relationship with the coming elec-
tions even more compelling. New
Dethi would no doubt be pleased at
this linkage having been established.
Any celebration on this slight tilting
of scales in its favour would, howev-
er, be premature.

India has been cleverly linked to
another set of conditionalities by the
Powell visit. That India should work
on fair and free elections — a phrase
taken from the oft-repeated Indian
lexicon — and allow independent
observers to be present during the
exercise is meant to serve two pur-
poses. It places a value judgment on
the extent of fairness and transpar-
ency of the electoral process antici-
pated. It also makes stronger the
claims of candidates and parties in
the State, for a pre-election dispensa-
tion that will ensure such conditions.
There is a groundswell of doubt and
anxiety in the State on free and fair
elections. It is based on doubts about
the ability or willingness of the Na-
tional Conference Government to
provide political space to individuals
and groups who wish to contest
against the ruling party. Those will-
ing to stand up and be counted in the
election fray have a persuasive argu-
ment. It is based on their having re-
nounced violence after years of
armed struggle. It is based on their
not having had the time and oppor-

tunity to work the political waters for
a very long time. It is reinforced by
the alleged use by the NC of money,
muscle and other means to keep
them politically marginalised. The
need for political space for a fair elec-
toral opportunity is therefore likely
to be a catch phrase in the coming
months.

What is required are time and cir-
cumstances which would allow the
political opposition in Jammu and
Kashmir to make an important tran-
sition. It is a challenging transition
from being a marginalised entity to a
meaningful political alternative. That
is what the State’s populace desires
and is the crux of the “fair and free”
electoral process. This is a greater re-
quirement than swamping the area
with security forces to keep order,
and protect voters and seekers of
votes. This widespread desire trans-
lates into demands for Governor’s
Rule, for elimination of money and
muscle power, and for guarantees of
safety from security forces’ excesses.

Some may argue that such de-
mands are no more than a cover for
seeking conditions that will obtain
assured electoral victory for the Op-
position. This belief fails to take into
account the odds stacked against
those who have chosen ballots over
bullets. A fair opportunity to contest,
and to win or lose credibly, is the
minimum that should be expected
from New Delhi. Creating the neces-
sary political space in the State will
be the essential precondition for re-

" dressing the alienation of the pop-

ulation. It is useful to remember that
closing up the political space had led
to the problem in the first place.
When political space was fenced off
it had opened up the space for a mil-

itary struggle.

An important insight into the fu-
ture U.S. policy on India and Pakis-
tan is provided by the Powell visit.
Going by his public statements in Is-
lamabad, the Secretary of State did
not mince words commenting on the
need for Pakistan to do more on ter-
rorism. Mr. Powell, however, also
made it clear in private conversa-
tions that Gen. Musharraf seemed to
have gone a very long distance in the
war against terrorism whether in or
outside India. He is reported have
said that Gen. Musharraf was most
positive and forceful in his commit-
ment to end all infiltration. Mr. Po-
well also stated that the U.S. is in for
the long haul in the region including
Afghanistan. This clearly lays out the
U.S. need for Pakistan and its leader.
There are therefore limits to the pres-
sure Gen. Musharraf can be brought
under, by India’s military mobilisa-
tion or ostracism. The building up of
a crisis of the kind witnessed in May-
June this year is not going to be
countenanced with equanimity by
the U.S. or other powers. Certainly,
the use or misuse of a crisis with nu-
clear undertones will no longer ob-
tain gains for either India or
Pakistan.

Mr. Powell’s visit has placed a spe-
cial responsibility on Pakistan for
keeping the militants and terrorists
out of the electoral exercise in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. New Delhi is also
under obligation to make the elec-
tions a viable medium for allowing
the people to make their voice heard
through free elections. The two Gov-
ernments have, however, placed
their military forces on war alert,
whose defining rationale is the elec-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir. The
elections offer a post-September 11
opportunity of a momentous kind,
after those of Lahore and Agra had
been aborted. It remains to be seen
how Islamabad and New Delhi will
seize the new moment and opportu-
nity for peace.



