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Everything is lost; tragedy has struck; the
! beavenslhave fallen; after this it could only
be the deluge; God — if there be one — save
| the country; the BJP under Narendra Modi
| has won a thumping two-thirds majority in
the elections to the Gujarat Assembly. The
major English newspapers and Star TV,
which had adopted the Congress under So-
nia Gandhi as the only possible saviour of
+he pride of this nation from the clutches of
P-nials — to borrow a description from the
Wction Commission — are still trying to
«cover from the shock delivered by the
‘seople of Gujarat. How could this happen?
The media is still analysing the results of
" the Gujarat elections to discover what went
wrong.
Actually, nothing went wrong and that is
! the problem of the media, Caste-wise divi-
| sion of Hindus, as hoped for by the Con-
gress and the media, did not happen. The
i ten-month interval managed by the Elec-
| tion Commission, between the Godhra in-
cident and the elections, did not erase the
horrendous affair, as hoped for by the
| media, from public memory. Opinion polls,
| cheaper by the dozen, did not influence the
voters. The Sonia magic, which is supposed
to inspire and unite secular Indians against
the communal and hardcore Hindus, did
not work. The voters did not buy the Con-
| gress propaganda that it was the Vishwa
. Hindu Parishad which had torched the
I train in Godhra. Nor did they eat out of the
" hands of a section of the media which ac-
+ cused Mr. Modi of having engineered the
\Bhastly post-Godhra riots.
;7 It was the media which went wrong by
. attempting to suit its reports to its wishes.
' The Congress had to be shown to have
gained substantially since the last Assembly
elections, and what better way of doing it
than by harping everyday on the fact that
; the party now had Shankersinh Waghela,
who had polled 11.7 per cent in the last
elections? Some 34.9 per cent of the voters
- had voted for the Congress in 1998 and
' Waghela would be importing 11.7 per cent
of his own spurious Hindutva vote, making
in all a grand total of 46.6 per cent which
was higher than the BJP's vote share by
tbout 2 per cent. The expectation of the
1edia was arithmetically correct, but polit-
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ically naive. Turncoats do not carry their
voters with them wherever they go; much of
the baggage gets confiscated at the hust-
ings, if the defector heads for a destination
not liked by his supporters. And this is what
happened to Waghela’s vote; while his fol-
lowers in the last elections might have liked
the BJP less than him, their hostility to-
wards the Congress has obviously been
more intense than their disappointment
with the BJP. His votes were repossessed by
the voters to be cast in favour of the BJP,
which anyway was nearer to them than the
Congress.

It was not only the arithmetic of the
media which went wrong. Its chemistry
went awry too. The expected blending of
three powerful groups — the Kshatriyas,
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the Harijans, and the Adivasis — and their
mixing with the minorities to produce a
winning position for the Congress just did
not occur; nor did the stand-off between
Keshubhai Patel and Narendra Modi filter
out the Patels, for use by the Congress. The
media’s physics was erroneous too; the en-
ergy generated by the Election Commission
did not, as anticipated, light up the fortunes
of the Congress.

So, instead of staring at Gujarat to find
out what went wrong, the media would do
well to look inwards and realise that it mis-
sed to notice the obvious. The Congress re-
fuses to even acknowledge the enormity of
the threat of terrorism. In Kashmir, the first
thing that the Congress-PDP Government
did after getting sworn in was to disband
the Special Operations Group and release
several militants. This would not have in-
spired the confidence of the people of Guj-
arat, who had experienced the havoc that
terrorism could wreak at Godhra and in the
Akshardham temple. The fact of being a
border State with Pakistan could only have
intensified their concern.

The BJP was seen as the only party which
at least had the mind to tackle terrorism
with determination. Add to this the fact that
the BJP has been winning the last two elec-
tions in the State, and that Narendra Modi
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was seen as a person who would deliver —
the people could not have been expected to
support the Congress.

But then, the media could have an ex-
cuse; it laid great store by the Election Com-
mission. Had not the EC ensured that there
was a sufficient time lapse between the
sight of the burning train and the polling
date? And did not the Commission wait be-
fore announcing elections, till the Supreme
Court gave the opinion that elections can-
not be postponed indefinitely? Had not the
Commission, targeting an individual leader
as had never been done before, announced
that it would videograph the meetings and
speeches of Narendra Modi, thereby deliv-
ering the message to the electorate that
here was an undesirable leader fit only for
single-minded surveillance by the Commis-
sion? Did not the Commission outlaw all
references to Godhra in the election cam-
paign barely eight months after the inci-
dent though it had never objected to the
exploitation of the demolition of Babri Mas-
jid in campaign after campaign even years
after its occurrence? Had not, two months
after the electoral rolls were revised, anoth-
er revision done by the EC, again breaking
new ground? And by way of providing that
little bit of delicious extras, had not the
Election Commissioner heaped on the offi-
cials of Gujarat and the BJP men such sweet
epithets as menials, jokers and mad men?

In all fairness to the media, one has to
concede that this inspired animation of the
EC, along with the beloved KHAM factor,
might have benumbed the best of minds,
disabling them from noticing the ground
realities. And the media has, albeit with
more than a tinge of obstinacy, at least re-
acted to the result. Two did not. Sonia
Gandhi, who rushed with her comments
about the Kashmir election, took four days
to react to the Gujarat results; the Election
Commission, which did not lose much time
before praising the people, and patting it-
self on the back for the Kashmir polls, has
not come out with any comment on the
completion of the Gujarat elections. The
two appear to be comrades in distress, and
perhaps are entitled to their period of
mourning, &

(The writer is a Member of Parliamegnt
and Editor, Thuglak magazine) '
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2-TIER MINISTRY SWORN IN; CONG. BOYCOTTS CEREMONY

. Modi begi

e

By Manmgas Dasgupta
AHMEDABAD, DEC. 22. Narendra
Modi began his second stint as
the Gujarat Chief Minister with
the swearing-in of a 16-member
two-tier Ministry today in the
presence of the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and a host
of other dignitaries.

Besides Mr. Modi, nine Min-
isters of Cabinet rank and six
Ministers of State took the oath
of office and secrecy at the Sar-
dar Patel sports complex here,
with about a lakh saffron-clad
BJP enthusiasts cheering the
third consecutive victory of the
party.

The Congress boycotted the
ceremony protesting what it
said was an extravaganza when
the State was passing through a
financial crisis. A Congress
spokesman said crores of ru-
pees from the State Exchequer
had been squandered away in
organising the “grand show’".

Outside the stadium, it was
total chaos with the BJP sup-
porters elbowing their way into
the complex, throwing the en-
tire security system haywire. As
thousands thronged the venue,
police were unable to put every-
one through the security check
as planned.

At the end of the ceremony
that lasted about 10 minutes,
Mr. Modi flanked by the party’s
national president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, and the State president,
Rajendrasinh Rana, took a “vic-
tory lap” in an open jeep in the
stadium. Before boarding the
open jeep, Mr. Modi and his

stint

Narendra Modi seeking the blessing of the Prime Minister,
A.B. Vajpayee, after he was sworn in Chief Minister
in Ahmedabad on Sunday. Looking on is the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani. — PTI|

Cabinet colleagues took bless-
ings from Mr. Vajpayee, the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, and a host of “sadhus and
sants” invited on the occasion.

Among the dignitaries pre-
sent were the Union Human Re-

source Development Minister,
Murli Manohar Joshi, the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalith-
aa, the Haryana Chief Minister,
Om Prakash Chautala, the
Jharkhand Chief Minister, Bab-
ulal Marandi, the party general

ins second
as CM

secretary, Arun Jaitley, and
some popular Hindi film stars.
The former Punjab police chief,
K.P.S. Gill, who briefly served as

the security adviser to Mr. Modi |

during the riots, was also pre-
sent.

The Governor, Sunder Singh

Bhandari, administered
oath of office to Mr. Modi and
his 15 Ministers. It was perhaps
the first occasion that the Prime
Minister was present on the
dais when the Governor arrived.
Among the 15 Ministers sworn
in, one of Cabinet rank and four
Ministers of State were new
faces. Vajubhai Vala, who vacat-
ed his seat to enable Mr. Modi
to contest the byelection from
Rajkot-II earlier this year, was

the

rewarded with a Cabinet berth '

and the number two position
after the Chief Minister.

Ashok Bhatt, Narottam Patel,
Anandiben Patel, Kaushik Patel,
1.K. Jadeja, Ramanlal Vora, and
Manugubhai Patel, have served
in the outgoing Modi Cabinet,
while Bhupendrasinh Chudas-
ma, chairman of the Sardar Sa-
rovar Narmada Development
Corporation, will be a new face
in the Cabinet.

Among the Ministers of State,
Mr. Modi has inducted his close
confidant, Amit Shah, chairman

. of the Ahmedabad district co-

operative bank, in the Cabinet.
The portfolios of the Ministers
are expected to be allocated at
the first Cabinet meeting to be
held tomorrow before Mr. Modi
leaves for Delhi to attend the
BJP’s national executiv
meeting.
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~“MODI ELECTED, SWEARING-IN ON SUNDAY

i

| By Manas Dasguptaﬂ
t GANDHINAGAR, DEC. 16. The car¢-
| taker Gujarat Chief Minister,
| Narendra Modi, who led the BJP
| to an impressive victory in the
| Assembly elections, was today
I unanimously elected leader of
‘l the legislature party.
! Mr. Modi's swearing-in as
| Chief Minister would be held on
‘ December 22, which would be
i attended by the Prime Minister,
| Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
| Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
| vani, the party’s national presi-
| dent, Venkaiah Naidu,
I announced.
. Mr. Modi’s name was pro-
. posed by the Health Minister in
. his Cabinet, Ashok Bhatt, and
. seconded by six newly-elected
| legislators. He was declared
. elected by the party’s national
. treasurer, Ramdas Aggarwal,
. who conducted the meeting. No
. other name was proposed for
| the post. The meeting was also
attended by Mr. Naidu, the
Union Textile Minister, Kashi-
. ram Rana, the former Chief
! Minister, Keshubhai Patel, the
! BJP national general secretary,
Sanjay Joshi, and many other
- senior leaders.
. A loud cheer and shouts of
! “Bharat Mata ki jai” went up in
+ the packed Town Hall here as
i Mr. Aggarwal announced Mr.
i Modi's unanimous choice as
; the leader. Later, Mr. Naidu said
. Mr. Aggarwal and the State unit
i party president, Rajendrasinh
' Rana, would communicate the
party’s choice to the Governor,
Sunder Singh Bhandari, re-
questing him to invite Mr. Modji
to form a Ministry in the State.
The party’s decision to hold the
swearing-in ceremony on Sun-
day would also be communicat-
ed to the Governor.
Addressing the gathering,
both Mr. Modi and Mr. Naidu
underlined a message for the
minority communities saying
that they should not feel appre-
hensive under the new BJP dis-

Austice for all, says BJP

Narendra Modi, who waé elected leader of the Gujarat BJP

Legislature Party, being greeted by the senior BJP leader,
Keshubhai Patel, in Gandhinagar on Monday. The party
president, Venkaiah Naidu, looks on.

— Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

pensation. “Appeasement of
none and justice for all” would
be the basic principle of the
Government which would treat
all the five crore people of the
State, “including all those who
vehemently opposed the BJP in
the elections” equally, they said.

Mr. Modi said the party’s
election manifesto would be his
guideline for the future per-
formance of the Government
and would be implemented in
toto to provide the people
peace, happiness and security.
“The people want results not
mere promises; it is our respon-
sibility to give them results with
all sincerity,” he said.

Both he and Mr. Naidu crit-
icised the Congress for “refus-
ing to accept” the people's
mandate. Mr. Modi said the
elections this time reminded
him of the post-emergency
elections in 1977 when many of
the Opposition leaders felt dis-

heartened even to contest the
elections because of the long,
“one-sided campaign”.

A similar situation was creat-
ed by the Congress and other
“pseudo-secularists” this time
through the prolonged cam-
paign against the BJP and by de-
faming the State at home and
abroad. “Constructive criticism
is essential in democracy, but
baseless  accusations  were
wrong,” but like in 1977 the
people demonstrated a “unique
sense of understanding” reject-
ing all the  “fabricated
propaganda”.

He asked the Congress to for-
get the past and act as a con-
structive Opposition. He also
had a dig at the media which
had often been carrying “mis-
leading and fabricated stories”
and were trying to find “excus-
es” for failing to gauge the
minds of the peaple.

Advani’s call: Page 11
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Modi marches to powe

u ._.<<O THIRDS _<_>LOI_._.< FOR BJP m OVER 50% _uO_uC_u>m VOTE ®m SLP MEETS . TODAY TO ELECT LEADER

THE LOTUS BLOOMS: Mr Narendra Modi after his poll win on Sunday. — AFP

L
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GANDHINAGAR, Dec. 15. — Cock-
ing a snook at exit poll predictions, a
Narendra Modi-led BJP rode the crest
of the Godhra-sparked Hindu consoli-
dation campaign that subsumed the
anti-incumbency factor, and returned
to power in Gujarat today. With a two-
thirds majority and over 50 per cent of
the popular vote.

It was a hat-trick of wins for the par-
ty which won 127 seats in the 182-
member Assembly, bettering its tally
of 117 in the 1998 polls and 121 seats
in 1995. The Congress, which won 57
seats last time, could secure only 50.
The JD-U won one seat and Inde-
pendents three. Election to one seat
was countermanded.

The chief minister romped home and
some of his Cabinet colleagues made it
through as well, but the party suffered a
‘shock’ defeat when former chief minis-
ter and industries minister in the outgo-
ing Cabinet Mr Suresh Mehta, the one
easily identifiable moderate in Mr Nar-
endra Modi’s Cabinet, lost the Mandvi
seat in Kutch. He was, in fact, one of 18
ministers in the Modi government who
lost despite the party’s massive win.
Godhra too went to the BJP with Mr
Haresh Bhatt, a former Bajrang Dal
leader, winning from there.

But the story of this election began

with the horrific attack on innocents at
Godhra. En route, the vicious riots that
were allowed to be perpetuated, the
Opposition’s reaction to the Godhra
massacre, the Election Commission,
the attack on the Akshardham Temple,
the BJP’s well-received attacks on Paki-
stan in general and General Pervez
Musharraf in particular, and its

.of these polls have shown,
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carefully orchestrated criticism of the
Congress and other ‘secular’ parties for
being soft on terror were all grist to Mr
Narendra Modi’s campaign mill. Last,
but certainly not the least as the results
the man
himself did strike a chord with the ma-
jority of an electorate he worked assid-
uously — and eventually sugcessfully —
to ‘polarise’ or ‘mainstream’ depending
on one’s point of view.

And while state Congress president

Mr Shankersinh Vaghela went on tele-
vision to say that his party lost because
of “Hindutva, Hindutva, Hindutva”
and television pundits stuck to the

Editorial: Modified India?, page 6

More reports on page 4

tried and tested analysis that the areas
worst-affected by riots saw the BJP to
this big win (the party won in 52 out of
65 riot-hit Assembly constituencies),

North TITAL SEATS 52

Gujarat

Mr Modi — who is o%oaoa to be
elected leader of the legislature party
tomorrow — had, predictably, quite a
different take on the issue. “Kamal ka
kamaal (the magic of the lotus),” he
insisted, was the secret of his success,
refusing to be drawn into answering
questions on the BJP’s post-Godhra
campaign, his handling of the riots and
the communal polarisation in the
state. “It is a victory for five crore

. Turn to page 2
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Exit polls give it to BJP

(\\\ Times News NETWORK %(\,"ﬂ&l

Vew Delhi: The exit polls for Gujarat’s as-
sembly elections
have predicted a sim-
ple majority for the
BJP. While the Aaj
Tak exit poll gives
the BJP 93 to 109
seats and the Con-
gress 72 to 88 in the
182-strong assembly,
the Zee News-Taleem
poll predicted 100 to
105 seats for the BJP,
and 65 to 70 to the Congress. The Zee survey -
which polled 9,000 voters across 31 con-
stituencies - shows the BJP ahead of the Con-
gress in all the regions, including Saurashtra,
where the Congress had expected to do very
well.

Political observers, however, warned
against taking the polls at face value, partly be-
cause the gap between the two parties is too
close to call, and partly because exit polls in In-
dia have been known to go hopelessly wrong in
the past.

Reflecting this caution, the mood in the BJP
here was sombre rather than upbeat. A senior
cabinet minister, watching the exit polls on
TV as they came in this evening, said, “If we
just make it, we won’t gain very much from
this victory. Of course, if we lose, it will dam-
age us very much in the coming assembly elec-
tions.”

Given the BJP’s selt-created hype of a ‘Hin-
du wave’ sweeping Gujarat to restore the
state’s “gaurav’”’, a simple majority would be -
as a BJP leader put it - “at least a slap on the
wrist for us”. A narrow win - or loss - BJP
sources said would mean its attempt to return
to the Hindutva agenda would have been
negated. “After this, [ don’t think we can repli-
cate the Gujarat experiment anywhere else,” a
party leader said.

Underlying this “caution”, of course, is the
fact that Modi has annoyed so many BJP leaders
that there are mixed feelings about his winning
an election at all. Asked whether a BJP victory
for Modi would put him ahead of others in the
party, a peer said, “If he just scrapes through,
Modi will just be chief minister, nothing more,”
adding that the party’s regional leaders in the
past have never actually made it in Delhi.

For instance, Kalyan Singh, once regarded

GUJARAT
ELECTIONS
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Mr

rising—Listless in Maninagar

Gujarat’s caretaker chief minister Narendra Modi tries to pacify a crowd protesting against
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the omission of their names from the voters’ list in his constituency of Maninagar in

Ahmedabad on Thursday.

as the party's “Hindu hriday samrat”, after
tangling with the central leadership, faded o1t;
Rajasthan’s Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, one of
the BJP’s tallest leaders, only made it to Delhi
as vice president, a post-retirement job.

Wishful thinking or not on the part of thcse
in the party who would stand to lose if Modi re-
mains centrestage, the fact is a victory in Gu-
jarat will mean a fourth successive term in of-
fice, setting the tone for upcoming assembly
elections, particularly in Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan and Maharashtra.

In 1991. the BJP won the elections in al-

~rsee, OF DNDAA
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liance with Chimanbhai Patel's Janata Dal;
the government collapsed when Chimabhai
broke away and formed a government with the
Congress, and in 1995, the BJP won a majority
on its own for the first time: when
Shankersinh Vaghela broke away from the
BJP the Keshubhai Patel ministry collapsetl.
but in 1998, the BJP won the state back again.
If the BJP loses, the shortlived euphoria over
the victory in Goa-would be over as its last bas-
tion would fall. pd

@ Related reports on page 7
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~ADMINISTRATION GEARED)#’OR THURSDAY’S POLLS

ngh-voltage campaign
wends in Gujarat

By Manas Dasgupta
GANDHINAGAR, DEC. 10. The din of
electioneering ended at 5 p.m.
today in Gujarat where 3.28
crore voters will go to the polls
on Thursday to elect 181 repre-
sentatives in the Assembly in an
acid test for the BJP’s ‘commu-
nal card’. For the first time in
the State, the polling will be en-
tirely with the electronic voting
machines.

The election to the Surat
West seat has been counter-
manded due to the death of the
BJP candidate and Minister of
State for Law and Judiciary,
Hemmant Chapatwala, on
Monday.

While the BJP is contesting all
the 182 seats, the Congress has
put up nominees for 180 seats,
conceding one seat each to the
CPI and the CPI(M) in the Sau-
rashira region.

Besides the two main rivals
for power in the State, the Na-
tionalist Congress Party, the Sa-
mata Party and the Samajwadi

Party are also contesting some
seats apart from a large number
of independents, accounting for
the 1,000 or so candidates in the
fray.

Contrary to the earlier appre-
hensions that the campaigning
could turn out to be a bloody
affair in view of the communal
tension, it remained completely
peaceful barring a couple of in-
cidents of scuffle between BJP
and Congress workers, and in
both the cases the Congress
candidates were at the receiving
end.

The police, however, are not
taking any chances and are
making elaborate security ar-
rangements for the polling day.
Besides the local police, 167
companies of para-military
forces, the State Reserve Police
and the Rapid Action Force
were being deployed in the
State to ensure free and fair
elections.

Special forces would be de-
ployed in the sensitive and mi-
nority-dominated  areas to

avoid any disturbances during
the polling.

Though senior and national
leaders of both the main parties,
including the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, his depu-
ty, LK. Advani, the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, and
several Congress Chief Minis-
ters, spent considerable time
addressing a large number of
public meetings, the star cam-
paigners were the Chief Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi, and the
State Congress president, Shan-
karsinh Waghela, who indulged
in verbal attacks and counter-
attacks. For the BJP, the cam-
paigning had started well in ad-
vance when Mr. Modi launched
his ‘gaurav rath yatra’ in Sep-
tember, but the Congress, after
the initial euphoria when Mr.
Waghela was appointed the
State unit president, slowed
down its campaign waiting for
the right time to peak.

As against the BJP’s high-pro-
file campaign holding public
meetings addressed by State

3~ HTNDD

and national leaders — on De-
cember 9 alone the party held
80 public meetings — the Con-
gress was relying more on per-
sonal contacts with the voters
and small group meetings to
erase from their minds the
“communal virus”, if any.

Except Mr. Vajpayee, who in
his four public meetings re-
frained from touching upon
communal issues and instead
advised the people not to vote
on communal lines and his dep-
uty only making subtle refer-
ences to Godhra and the
post-Godhra riots, the BJP cam-
paign otherwise followed Mr.
Modi’s “Godhra and Miyan
Musharraf”’ lineharping on ter-
rorism and the security of the
people.

For the Congress, the main
line of attack was the “failure”
of the BJP Government to per-
form, highlighting the loca+”
problems such as water and
power shortage, slow and tardy
post-earthquake rehabilitation,
price rise, and other issues and
promising the voters more jobs,
removal of electricity meters
from the farm lands and “secu-
rity against the BJP misrule”.

CRPF deployed

Anjali Mody reports from
New Delhi:

Over one and a half lakh ja-
wans of the Central Reserve Po-
lice Force have been deployed
in Gujarat in preparation for
Thursday’s Assembly elections. |
The Home Ministry, making |
this announcement, said the |
CRPF Inspector-General in |
charge of Operation, K.T.D.
Singh, had been nominated as |
the Forces co-ordinator for the '
elections.

Totalling 163 companies, the
Central force is spread across
the State, with the largest num-
ber — 31 companies — deputed
to Ahmedabad district, which
saw some of the worst commu- J
1al violence.

Cong. hopes to do better ‘
in Maninagar: Page 11
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EC asks Gu;arg/t to be on ‘full alert’

Bmenkatesan Y‘Q A

NEW DELHI, DEC. 5. The Election
Commission today asked the
Gujarat Government to put the
State administration on high
alert in view of the 10th anni-
versary of the Babri Masjid
demolition tomorrow and till
the Assembly elections on De-
cember 12.

A letter to this effect was sent
to the Gujarat Chief Secretary
after the full Commission, pres-
ided over by the Chief Election
Commissione#, J.M. Lyngdoh,
held a meeting in which the
Deputy Commissioner, A.N.
Jha, who was deputed to the
State, briefed the Commission
on his on-the-spot assessment
of the situation.

The letter addressed by Mr.
Jha said the tenor and character
of the election process that was
unfolding in the State was such
that “it makes December 6 a ve-
ry important day from the point
of the State administration

maintaining law an order ef-
fectively throughoutithe State
and ensuring that no\untoward
incidents occur”.

The letter said that “for this
purpose, the Commission desir-
es that all organs in charge of
maintenance of law and order
in the State be placed on high
alert and senior officials per-
sonally supervise all the ar-
rangements that require to be
put in place to achieve this
end”.

Further, the Commission also
asked the State to maintain ut-
most calm tomorrow as well as
the period leading to the poll
day.

Curbs on VHP leaders

A PTI report from Ahmeda-
bad said the Gujarat Election
Commission had put curbs on
the speeches of VHP leaders
and limited their proposed
‘Shauryadivas’ rally to mark the
10th anniversary of the Babri
Masjid demolition tomorrow, to

TH- HINDL

two places in the city, that too
under strict surveillance.

The VHP has been given per-
mission to hold religious con-
gregation at two places —
Bapunagar and Satellite areas
— with restriction that no de-
rogatory speeches against any
government official, the Elec-
tion Commission or contesting
candidates be made by speakers
so as to incite communal pas-
sion.

v Tight security

at shrines

NEW DELHI, DEC. 5. Thousands
of armed security personnel pa-
trolled communal hotspots and
guarded shrines across the
country and a red alert was
sounded in Uttar Pradesh,
amidst fears of terrorist assaults
on shrines in Kashi, Mathura
and Ayodhya, ahead of the 10th
anniversary of demolition of the

Babri Masjid tomorrow coinci-
ding with Id.

A general alert was sounded
in Gujarat, rocked by months of
communal violence post-God-
hra, and additional security
men were deployed in all sensi-
tive areas of the State, including
Ahmedabad, Mehsana and
Kutch-Bhuj.

Officials apprehend violence
in the twin cities of Ayodhya
and Faizabad as VHP vowed to
celebrate the da;,% ‘“Shaurya
Divas” and a Muslim body call-
ing for observance of sorrow
and ordering Miislims to close
their businesses.

The U.P. Principal Secretary
(Home), Pradeep Kumar told
reporters in Lucknow that a
high alert was sounded in Vara-
nasi, Mathura and Ayodhya-
Faizabad and authorities there
were asked to maintain maxi-
mum vigil at all sensitive places. !

The movement of vehicles
has been banned near the Ram-
janmabhoomi complex in
Ayodhya, Krishna Janmabhoo-
mi in Mathura and Vishwanath
temple-Gyanvyapi mosque in
Varanasi to prevent terrorists or
ISI agents from planting a re-
mote control device or a car
bomb to blast the sites, Mr. Ku-
mar said.

The strengthening of security
around shrines followed the
Centre’s directive to States |
about a threat perception in the !
wake of terrrorist attacks on
Akshardham temple in Gandhi-
nagar and Raghunath and Shiva |
temples in Jammu recently.

Additional security forces
have been deployed around the
Ramkot area where the Hanu-
mangarhi temple and the ma-
keshift temple are situated as
also near some other temples in
Ayodhya.

In Assam the Army and police
have been deployed in sensitive
areas, especially around reli-
gious places throughout the
State, to prevent any untoward
incidents, official sources said.

Security was also tightened
along the border with the neigh-

bouring countries. — PTI /
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EC directs-,
‘Guijarat tk(‘ﬁo/;
on high alert

TimMes NeEws NETWORK
& AGENCIES

New  Delhi/Ahmedabad:
Taking note of the “tenor and
character” of the unfolding
election process in Gujarat,
the Election Commission
(EC) on Thursday directed
the state government to place
the law and order machinery
in the state on “high alert” in
view of the 10th anniversary
of the Babri Masjid's demoli-
tion coinciding with . Id-yl
Fitr on Friday. )

Though the police expect
“no trouble” on Friday, they
are prepared for the worst.
Armed with 67 companies of
paramilitary forces, Ahmed-
abad is now a virtual
fortress.

“As you are, no doubt,
aware, the tenor and charac-
ter of the election
process that is un-
folding in the state
is such that it
makes December 6
a very important
day from the point
of the state admin-
istration maintain-

the backdrop of the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad’s (VHP)
plans to observe “Shaurya
Divas” on Friday.

With regard to the VHP
programme, following direc-
tives from the EC, steps have
been taken to keep the affair
low-key. Curbs have been put
on the speeches of VHP lead-
ers and their proposed
“Shaurya Divas” rally, to
mark the 10th anniversary of
the Babri Masjid demolition,
has been limited to two
places in the city, under strict
surveillance, additional com-
missioner of police Satish
Sharma told reporters.

The VHP has been granted
permission to hold religious
congregations at two
places—Bapunagar and
Satellite—with the rider that
“no derogatrory speeches
against any gov-
ernment official,
the EC and con-
testing candidates
be made by speak-
ers so as to incite
communal  pas-
sions”, Mr Shar-
RA ma said.

ing law and order EC

DN Amidst appre-

effectively
throughout the state and en-
suring that no untoward inci-
dents occur;,” the EC said after
a full commission meeting
chaired by Chief Election
Commissioner J.M. Lyngdoh.

“For this purpose, the
commission desires that all
organs in charge of mainte-
nance of law and order in
the state be placed on high
alert and senior officials per-
sonally supervise all the
arrangements that require
to be put in place to achieve
this end,” deputy election
commissioner A.N. Jha said
in a letter to the state chief
secretary.

The letter said the EC de-
sired that utmost calm and
decorum be maintained on
this day as well as
following it leagt
day. The

hensions of trou-
ble., normalcy returned to
Naroda-Patia on Thursday,
after Wednesday’s bandh in
protest against the “murder-
ous” attack on VHP joint gen-
eral secretary Jaideep Patel,
but only just.

By sunset, families who
had recently returned to
their newly reconstructed
homes could be seen getting
ready to shift to safer minor-
ity-dominated areas like
Shah-e-Alam and Juhapura.

The city police are on a
“stand-to” from 7 a.m. on Fri-
day. Joint commissioner of
police (special branch) Chit-
taranjan Singh told TNN:
“All our police stations, espe-
cially those in sensitive areas
have been alerted. Paramili-
tary forces have been sta-
tioned at senstive localities
like Gulbarg Society.”
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D vided Gujaraf

It was billed ag a battle for the soul of India But
half-way through a lacklustre campaign, Gujarat
appears to have produced neither the anticipated
frenzy nor the traditional fanfare associated with
elections in the world’s biggest democracy. Apart from
Narendra Modi’s never-ending Gaurav Yatra — which,
at last count, entered its 11th phase — and his
ideological “alter ego” Pravin Togadia’s desperate bid
to raise the temperature, the general tone and tenor
remains listless. Certainly, there are differences of style
and emphasis in the strategies adopted by the Congress
and the BJP. The BJP’s focus, notwithstanding Atalji’s
counsel to the contrary, is almost exclusively on
Godhra. While senior dissident leader and former
chief minister Keshubhai Patel has tried to raise
development issues, the party led by Mr Modi and
supported by the parivar seems to have decided that
Hindutva alone can do the trick. In this he has received
the backing of his mentor, home minister L. K Advani.
Indeed, at a recent election meeting in Kutch,
Mr Advani lavished embarrassing praise on the
caretaker chief minister On the other hand, the
lack of direction in the Congress campaign is
evident, and in an atmosphere built around Hindutva,
it can only hope that the anti-incumbency factor
will work in its favour.

The issue of secularism and post-Godhra riots —
regarded as key elements of the campaign before
the poll process began — have been put on the back
burner, if not altogether ignored. The wariness of
the party in raising these issues in a forthright
manner comes through only too clearly in the
differences between its manifestos in English and
Gujarati. While the English version speaks of a
white paper on Godhra and justice for the victims of
the post-Godhra carnage, the Gujarati version is
conspicuously silent on both. Indeed, the vernacular
“translation” has, in what appears to be a calculated
tactical ploy, projected the post-Godhra violence as a
greater loss to Hindus than the minority community.
Party strategists have evidently concluded that in
today’s polarised Gujarat it is best to be ambiguous on
secularism. The other distinctive feature of the
Congress campaign is its localised character. Rather
than focus on high-profile, urban-based “media events”,
the party is channelising its energy and resources on
“voter events” — to quote party managers — at the
grassroots. Whether this amounts to making a virtue of
necessity remains to be seen. But with pundits divided
and opinion polls forecasting diametrically opposite
results, the race remains too close to call.
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FarrhruL: Congress president Sonia Gandhi at the Ambaji temple in
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Gujarat before starting her campaign in the state on Tuesday. ~ ET Photo

] Hadod
'3 DECEMBER

FTER offering prayers at
A the famous Ambaji tem-

ple near Hadod, Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi on
Tuesday launched her party’s
* election campaign in Gujarat by
. accusing BIP of trying to retain
; power through a process of
“communal divide” and by creat-
ing a terror syndrome. Arriving
here from Delhi, Ms Gandhi
went straight to the Ambe Mata
temple and performed puja.
GPCC president Shankarsinh
Vaghela termed the pujaasanor-
mal event, something any visitor
1o the town would do.

Kicking off the campaign in
the tribal-dominated Sabarkan-
; tha district bordering Rajasthan,
, she took on chief minister Naren-

dra Modi and the Vajpayee gov-
| etnment, attacking them for

their “failure” 1o check terrorism.
She lambasted Mr Modi's Gaurav
Yatra, saying that “BJP’s language
does not have gaurav at all.”

“Hate, destruction and back-
wardness is not the gaurav of Gu-
jarat, which hasalways setan ex-
ample for the entire country,” Mr
Gandhi said. Taking a dig at the
BJP for claiming to be the custo-
dian of patriotism, Ms Gandhi
said issues like terrorism and Pak-
istan concerned the country.

“Itis the Centre’s responsibility
1o deal with them. The BJP is in
power at the Centre .... The Con-
gress has always extended full
support both inside and outside
Parliament on this.”

In an obvious retort to the
Prime Minister’s statement on
the possibility of more attacks on
temples, she pointed out, “If the
Centre has full information why
is it not taking necessary steps to
counter them.”

OR A FIERCE FIGHT AT THE HUSTINGS

ks off Gujarat
gn with a prayer

VHP leader
shot atin
Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad

7T 3DECEMBER

TWO men on motorcycles shotat
and wounded Gujarat VHP gen-
eral secretary Jaideep Patel from
a point blank range, while he was
travelling in a car near his house
here on Tuesday evening.

Deputy commissioner of po-
lice S.K. Gadhvisaid Mr Patel was
hit in the neck and has been ad-
mitted to a private hospital. His
condition is said to be serious.

He said two unidentified gun-
men in their 20s, dressed in jeans
and jackets, overtook Mr Patel’s
car when it slowed down at a
speed breaker at the Naroda lo-
cality, at around 5 pm, and
opened fire at him.

Bullets pierced the window of
the car and hit Mr Patel, who was
sitting in the rear, in his neck, he
said. Tt appears that the assailants
have used revolver-like weapons
in the attack, he said.

VHP working president Ashok
Singhal alleged that the murder-
ousattack on MrPatel was the re-
sult of a “deep-rooted conspiracy
of Jehadi forces” to silence the
Hindu community.

As the news of the attack
spread, VHP activists rushed to
the hospital. Mr Gadhvi said the
situtation in the area was peace-
ful and well under control. — PTI

The Ecocnomic Time: & DEC 200
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ime to pay back
'ltz(\f%Criminalisation of politics in Gujarat \V

—
he BJP candidates in the upcoming clection in Gujargt in-
clude those accused of murder, arson and rioting. Apart

from Chief Minister Narendra Modi who has been indicted by
the Citizen’s Tribunal for masterminding the anti-Muslim
pogrom that claimed well over a thousand lives carlier this
year, there are others on the BJP’s roll call of 182 who have
actually spent time in jail as prime accused for murder. Jitu
Vaghela has been given the ticket from the Shaherkotla As-
sembly seat which includes the area of Gomtipur, one of the
worst affected in the violence in Ahmedabad. He has four cases
of murder and rioting against him and is known in the area as
khalnavak (villain). Another of his brethren is Kalubhai
Maliwad who is the prime accused in one of the worst incidents
of carnage. Two trucks with women and children fleeing their
village were stopped and set ablaze, 70 people were killed.
Maliwad is the BJP nominee for Lunawada Assembly
constituency. The BIP used these elements to do their dirty
work during the riots and now it is payback time. Naresh Bhatt
who was until a few days ago a member of the VHP and
Bajrang Dal has joined the BIP and has a ticket tor the sensi-
tive seat of Godhra. VHP goons were in the forefront of the
February-March violence, and the same criminal elements are

|

asking for their pound of flesh. And the BJP is happy to oblige. -

Unlike in UP and Bihar criminals and lumpen elements did
not hold much sway in the Gujarat legislature till now. Poli-
ticians had used criminals for muscle power. but had shied
away from giving them a place in the sun. Thanks to Narendra
Modi this is now changing. Criminalisation of politics has hit
yet another state in a big way. Muscle power is not in short sup-
ply for these candidates and can be used to intimidate voters.
Once elected these same criminals will do whatever they want
thanks to the VIP labels attached to them. Old cases will be
conveniently dropped. Politics has become the last refuge of
not just scoundrels but murderers and rapists.

3 0EC 209
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ﬁemplary handlihg
of riots by Modi,
9f}_;¢'“says Advani "

By Manas Dasgupta ‘ 1

BHUJ (KUTCH), Nov. 30. The Bha-
ratiya Janata Party today
launched its campaign for Guj-
arat Assembly elections with the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, seeking the people’s man-
date for Narendra Modi who
according to him is the “most
popular, competent and suc-
cessful” Chief Minister.

The December 12 elections to
the Assembly, Mr. Advani said,
was not merely between the BJP
and the Congress but was be-
tween the “people” of the State
and the forces that “unnecessa-
rily maligned and defamed”
Gujaratis.

“It is for you to take revenge

_ for the bad name the Congress
brought to you nationally and
internationally,” Mr. Advani
told a comparatively small but
cheering crowd.

Speaking in the same lan-
guage Mr. Modi used during his
gaurav rath yatra, Mr. Advani
said, “it is not only for us, the
BJP and the Modi administra-
tion to reply to the baseless, is-
sueless charges, but for the
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| people to give a fitting reply to

| the ‘canard’ that the people of |

| Gujarat were killers, rapists and
arsonists’’.

Without directly referring to
the Godhra train carnage and
the post-Godhra riots, Mr. Ad-
vani launched a blistering at-
tack on the Congress.

While Mr. Advani addressed
rallies at Bhuj, district head-
: quarter of earthquake-ravaged
Kutch, and Rajkot, a host of oth-
er Central Ministers and BJP
central leaders fanned out into
different parts of the State
launching simultaneous cam-
paigns.

Among them were the party
president, Venkaiah Naidu, who
was in Anand, the general secre-
tary, Arun Jaitley, in north Guj-
arat, and the Union Ministers,
Murli Manohar Joshi, in Surat,
Sushma Swaraj in Ahmedabad,
Uma Bharti in Rajkot and Pra-
mod Mahajan in other parts of
the Saurashtra region.

While Ms. Swaraj said that
i the coming elections would be a
mandate to fight terrorism, Ms.
Bharti said in Rajkot that God-
hra could not be ignored by the
BJP because the Congress had
raised the issue.

Mr. Advani said that for 32
years he had been a member of
Parliament, of which only for
seven years he was in the Gov-
ernment. But even as an Oppo-
sition member he never
. discredited the Government, be

it of the Congress or any other
party, during visits abroad.

“But the Congress leaders be-
haved differently, spoke more
vehemently abroad than at
home against the State Govern-
ment and the people, painting
them as devils.”

Praising Mr. Modi for the “ex-
emplary handling” of the post-
Godhra riots, Mr. Advani said
the Chief Minister was the “big-
gest sufferer of the baseless ca-
nard” of the Congress which
reminded him of the Emergen-
cy days when the then Prime
Minister, Indira Gandhi, had ac-
cused the Opposition leaders of
plotting to kill her and her fam-
ily members.

Dares Pak.
BHUJ, NOV. 30. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Adva-
ni, today dared Pakistan to
fight a fourth direct war
with India instead of en-
gaging in a proxy war tar-
geting  temples and
innocent civilians.

Charging  Islamabad
with nursing a wound
since the creation of Ban-
gladesh, he threw an open
challenge to Pakistan say-
ing, “let us fight it out face
to face, We have fought
thrice, let there be a fourth
war”.

Mr. Advani said had Pa-
kistan fought with Indian
security forces he would
have had no reservations.
“But killing of innocent ci-
vilians by attacking tem-
ples like Akshardham and
Raghunath is unaccept-
able”. — PT1
“We were shocked to learn

this in the jails but on our behalf
the people then gave a fitting re-
ply to her, removing her from
power in the next elections.”

He said a similar situation
now prevailed in the State
where the people needed to give
a fitting reply to the Congress’
canard.

He said he was shocked at the
Congress’ charges against the
entire police administration
that he found wrong during his
visit to Bhavnagar.

Not only Muslims, even CPI
(M) leaders had called on him
and appreciated the police role
in saving 400 Muslim children
trapped in a Madrasa, but the
Congress “continued to malign
the entire police force”.

Haren Pandya meets
Vajpayee, Advani: Page 8
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~" ATAL-PARTY SPLIT ON GUJARAT DATES

Modi defies
PM on Godhra

SNS and Agencies -

NEW DELHI/BANSKANTHA (Gujarat),
Nov. 29 - Even as Narendra Modi in
Gujarat defied the Prime Minister’s advice
not to use Godhra as a poll plank, in New
Delhi Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and his
party appeared split over the issue of the
Prime Minister’s campaign dates.

The party said that the PM will campaign
on 5 and 7 December, the dates Mr Modi
wanted. But a senior official said the PM’s
original plan — 9 and 10 December — is
“more suitable” given Mr Vajpayee’s
schedule. The official said that 5 and 7
December “were unlikely to be fixed as the
PM’s campaign dates”. The PM’s staff was
reportedly “taken by surprise that the BJP
had announced the campaign dates without
a confirmation from Mr Vajpayee”.

Launching the tenth leg of the Gujarat
Gaurav yatra today in Banskantha, Mr
Modi’s rhetoric appeared to make little
concession for the PM’s views. Mr Modi said
it was “impossible to forget the killing of
innocent people in Godhra”. He said he did
not want votes in exchange for “forgetting
the Godhra incident.” He also charged the
Congress with being “hand in glove with the
Godhra accused and terrorists.”

“] want to ask the Congress why the
Godhra issue should not be raised? Are

THESTATESMAL
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they partners in crlme that they are so
apprehensive,” Mr Modi said. And further:
“Can they forget the assassination of Indira
Gandhi and forget the sight of her dead
body? How can [ then forget the sight of
several innocent children crying besides the
bodies of their dead parents at the Godhra
station on.27 February.”

~ The BJP came out strongly in defence of
the chief minister’s statement. The party
spokesperson, Mr Vijay Kumar Malhotra,
said: “Now that the Congress (in its election
manifesto) has promised to bring a white
paper on the Godhra issue, it should not
complain when the BJP too mentions
Godhra.” Asked about the fate of the PM’s
statement on there being no place for
politics in discussions of the Godhra
killings, Mr Malhotra said the Prime
Minister had made a general remark meant
for all parties. The spokesperson did not
directly answer questions on whether Mr
Modi had defied Mr Vajpayee and added
that Mr LK Advani, had “already clarified
that the BJP would reserve the right to raise
Godhra if it was forced to”. Mr Advani,
incidentally, will kick off the BJP’s poll
campaign tomorrow from Rajkot.

He will dlso address a rally in Bhuj as a
part of the. party’s “plan to make senior
leaders address a rally in at least 40
Assembly seats on the same day”.

3o YOV 2009



~ Haren Pandya, | relents

By Manas Dasgupta ’

AHMEDABAD, NOV. 25. After pre-
. venting the party from giving
| homination to his “arch ene-
‘ my”, Haren Pandya, the Gujarat
Chlef Minister, Narendra Modi,
‘ today filed his nomination pa-
E pers for the Maninagar seat in
! Ahmedabad city today, the last
| day for filling nominations for
| the December 12 elections to
the Assembly. His Congress ri-
| val, Yatin Oza, also filed his pa-
| pers for the seat.
. While the BJP will be contest-
| ing all the 182 seats in the As-
! sembly, the Congress has put
up candidates for 180 seats,
leaving the Bhavnagar North for
| the CPI(M) and Jamnagar City
to the CPI to contest as com-
mon candidates against the BJP.
Despite pressure from both
the State and Central leadership
of the BJP, Mr. Modi thwarted

all efforts by his former Ministe
of State for Revenue, Hare

Pandya, to secure re-nomina
tion for the Ellisbridge seat in
the city. As it became evident
late on Sunday night that Mr.
Modi would not budge, Mr.
Pandya opted out of the contest
on the advice of some senior
party leaders, paving the way
for an “amicable solution” to
the stand-off between him and
Mr. Modi.

The State election committee
of the BJP, which met twice on
Sunday evening after Mr. Modi
was discharged from the Al.me-
dabad Civil Hospital, made re-
peated efforts to convince him
to relent. The former Chief Min-
ister, Keshubhai Patel, Suresh
Mehta, and the Union Textiles
Minister, Kashiram Rana, sup-
ported Mr. Pandya’s cause.
Feelers were also sent from the
party high command to re-

THE HINDU

nommate Mr. Pandya. Mr. Mo-
di, however, stuck to his stand
that he himself would not con-
test if Mr. Pandya was given the
ticket. At one stage, Mr. Patel
had even threatened to with-
draw from campaigning if his
close confidant was not given
the Ellisbridge ticket.

However, he relented under -
pressure from his other sup-
porters who would be contest-
ing on the BJP ticket.

The situation reached an im-
passe but Mr. Pandya was later
forced to opt out of the contest
on the assurance that his “nom-
inee” would be given the ticket.
Accordingly, at his recommen-
dation, one of his strong sup-
porters, Bhavin Sheth, a BJP
member of the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation, was
nominated for the seat.

Cong. dissidents ransack
party h.q.: Page 11
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Gujarat babus wary

MOHAN SAHAY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

= | NEW DELHI, Nov. 23. — Senior
Gujarat bureaucrats are less will-
ing “to do Narendra Modi’s biddin-
g’ now than earlier. While the
CEC, Mr JM Lyngdoh, publicly
said that he has found the Gujarat
police to be “professional” now, se-
nior administrative officials say
that among the reasons behind
their changed behaviour “are sig-
nals from the Centre”.

Senior Gujarat officials said that
“bureaucrats are experts at read-
ing political Morse codes”. “And the
message now is that senior govern-
ment leaders in Delhi do not want
the administration to fall foul of
the Election Commission.” “Also,
we have been given to understand
that sensitive situations must be
tackled,” a senior official in Gujar-
at said.

Sources said that “there is dis-
tinction” now “in Delhi’s mind” be-
tween Mr Modi as an “election
campaigner” and his “performance
as a chief minister and head of ad-
ministration.” Senior officials,

| WILL I, WON’T I: Haren
| Pandya outside Gandhinagar
Civil Hospital after visiting
Narendra Modi. Pandya did
not figure even in BJP’s
fourth nominees’ list — AFP

of EC

9, Q} (/\N.?/\,fx,cv\'
MODI ADVISED MORE REST

! AHMEDABAD, Nov. 23. — The condition of the ailing Gujarat care-
' taker chief minister Mr Narendra Modi is “stable” and reports of his
| angiography tests are normal, according to the doctor who carried out
 the test at UN Mehta Heart Institute of Civil Hospital here today.
' “Modi will be kept under observation for some more time and few

tests will be performed in the evening”, cardiologist at the Civil
- Hospital Dr Samir Dani said. Mr Modi was shifted from Gandhina-
- gar Civil Hospital, where he was admitted yesterday following
| complaint of “extreme fatigue and body ache”, to Ahmedabad Heart

Institute this morning for angiography test “to rule out any heart
' problem”. Meanwhile, former chief minister Mr Keshubhai Patel
~called on Mr Modi to enquire after his health. — PTI

therefore, “are acting accordingly
and “treating administrative situa-
tions on merit”.

An official said: “We are working
under ‘special’ instructions that mi-
norities, particularly those affected
by communal violence should not
be intimidated or prevented from
voting”.

The code of conduct is “an utmost
priority”, another officer said. “Th-
ere is the question of falling foul of
the EC but also attracting the cen-
sure of Delhi”. “No bureaucrat
wants that”, he added. The chief
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Bajrang Dal gets Godhra |

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE - CONG PARLEYS

. GANDHINAGAR/NEW
. DELHI, Nov. 23. — The ' NEW DELHI, Nov. 23. —
' BJP today nominated for- | AICC general secretary Mr
| mer Gujarat Bajrang Dal | Kamal Nath met Mrs Sonia
 chief Mr Hareshbhai Bhat | Gandhi to finalise names of
for the Godhra seat. ' the remaining candidates

| Some BJP leaders feel lo- ‘ for the Gujarat polls. The |
cal partymen may not ac- | party is reportedly consid-
cept the decision without | ering the name of Mr Yatin

. protest. For, they consider | Ozha, former BJP leader
Mr Bhat an “outsider”. | who quit the party over dif-
Supporters of former | ferences with Mr Narendra
Rajya Sabha MP Mr Gop- Modi, for the Maninagar
alsinh Solanki had threat- | seat. The party is expected
ened to put up a rebel ! to announce the final list in
candidate if Mr Bhat was | Ahmedabad and Delhi
nominated from Godhra. ' simultaneously in a couple

. bander, Mr Karia Munda

In Delhi today, the BJP . of days. — SNS
said it would kick off its ' - R

Surat. Union human res-
ources development min-
ister Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi will launch the cam-
paign at Junagarh and
Mrs Sushma Swaraj at
Ahmedabad and Patan.
Mr Pramod Mahajan will
be in Jamnagar and Por-

in Surat village, Miss
Uma Bharati in Vadodara
and Anand, Mr Babulal
Marandi in the Adivasi
belt of Valsad and Dang.
Party general secretary
Mr Arun Jaitley will
address rallies in
Bhavnagar.

B Criminal history:
Over 3.28 crore veiors in

secretary to the state government,
Mr P Subba Rao, has instructed of-
ficers “to report every detail of any
disturbance that takes place in the
name of electioneering.”

Officials said the handling of the
VHP yatra in Godhra was “one
proof” of the changed attitude. Mr
Lyngdoh said recently that both
the chief secretary and the director
general of police in Gujarat should
look to the EC first and ministers
next as long as the poll process was
on. State officials said “"this was
more or less the case”.
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election campaign in Gujarat next

~ Saturday. Senior party leaders including
Mr LK Advani will address rallies at var-
jous places simultaneously. The BJP has
described the campaign “carpet bombing”.
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee is expected to
"aunch the campaign separately in two
hases. Mr Advani is scheduled to address
lies in in Rajkot and Kutch. Mr M
‘kiah Naidu is expected to campaign in

Gujarat would now knew the “criminal in-
volvement and history” of candidates pri-
or to exercising their franchise for the 182
Assembly constituencies going to polls on
12 December, adds PTI from Ahmedabad.
“The candidate contesting the polls will
have to explicitly mention the details
whether in the past he has been issued
any chargesheet or sentenced to imprison-
ment for two or more years.”

i

READYING FOR THE SHOW: A stall for
Congress campaign material in Ahmedabad.
Senior Congress leaders met on Saturday to
decide the party’s list of candidates. — AFP
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Ngrmalcy could win Gujarat pols

N much the same way, although in a different context,
assembly elections in Gujarat could be as cathartic as
they were for Jammu and Kashmir. Poll tempo has gone
up an appreciable notch with the BJP and Congress
releasing their first candidate lists. Time now therefore
for the usual business of electioneering. But time also to
consider that elections provide a real chance for Gujarat
to regain normalcy. Riots followed earthquake in this
economically dynamic state and Narendra Modi’s
Gaurav Yatra raised fears of renewed violence. Now that
the Prime Minister’s brilliantly timed and unambi-
guously worded message to the VHP has taken hold, the
ball is in the BJP’s court to prove that Atal Behari
Vajpayee is not the only leader in the party who can see
the greater good. That means a campaign that does not
raise proxy issues all too easily identifiable as
c¢ommunally divisive. That is hard for Modi. So, the BJP
ust be vigilant. If, as BJP insiders are claiming, the
arty is in a comfortable position, even cynical
alculations will indicate that the party can conduct a
normal campaign, not a Modi-Togadia road show. The
Congress, too, need not turn its justifiable rhetoric
against Modi’s handling of the riots to a pitch that the
likes of the VHP can recognise and respond to. If both
. parties, especially the BJP, behave, Gujarat, irrespective
t of the result and its subsequent political repercussions,
can mark a fresh beginning for a state that needs it
desperately. As the Kashmir elections and the Gujarat
administration’s firm action against the VHP yatra
ha(;re shown, it does not take much to uphold law and
order.

Politicians, of course, will always need to think about
elections. Gujarat is crucial for both the Congress and
BJP. The former for the momentum it will receive if it
wins and the latter, if it loses, for the huge setback from
which it may not recover in time for the general
elections. Pre-poll predictions are a psephological
addiction and journalistic guesses best avoided. All that
can be said now is that the Congress seems to have lost
somewhat the drive it showed after appointing
Shankarsinh Vaghela as state unit chief. Whether this is
because of the heavy hand of Kamal Nath, an indifferent
backroom operative, or because Vaghela has problems
with the Congress old guard in the state is not clear.
What is clear is that the Congress needs to play some
catch-up in the coming weeks of campaigning and if the
BJP moderates its poll rhetoric, the Congress may have
to find new talking points. It goes without saying that
both parties have caste minutiae as a factor in ticket
distribution and poll campaign. Patels have emerged as
the caste in contention between the two rivals. It would
have been best of course had the parties concentrated on
material and governance issues, as the Prime Minister
recommended. But in Indian politics, improvement can
only be incremental. Right now, Gujarat politicians can
wallow irys long as they keep religion out of the

elections.
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Pand Vja still to get seat

g}v staresmannews service &\ 24 § W
DELHI, Nov. 23. - Mr Haren Pandya doesn’t figure in the BJP’

fourth list of candidates released today. Names of candidates for the
Ellisbridge constituency, from where Mr Pandya was elected last
time, and three other seats were not announced. Mr Hareshbhai Bhat,
ex-Bajrang Dal member and a Narendra Modi confidante, has been
nominated for the Godhra seat.

Party leaders are working out a “compromise” formula to resolve
the Modi-Pandya row. Mr Pandya may be nominated for Ellisbridge |
but after “informally” saying “sorry” to Mr Modi. This, party leaders
said, would be done in a manner that “keeps both men from being
unhappy”. According to the formula, Mr Pandya will be asked to !
meet Mr Modi and “say that let bygones be bygones”. Mr Pandya had
reportedly spoken out against Mr Modi’s handling of the Gujarat ri-
ots. He had refused to vacate Ellisbridge, a “safe” constituency by BJP
calculations, for Mr Modi when he had contested the by-election after '
replacing Mr Keshubhai Patel as chief minister. |

® More reports on page 10
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f 30 MINISTERS FIGURE IN BJP FIRST LIST

Modl gives up Rajkot,
to\contest from Maninagar

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 19. It is official.
The Gujarat Chief Minister, Na-
rendra Modi, has abandoned
his constituency, Rajkot-II, and
will contest the coming As-
sembly elections from Manina-
‘gar, in the heart of Ahmedabad.

For several weeks now there
was speculation that Mr. Modi
was looking for a seat “safer”
than Rajkot-II, in the heart of
Saurashtra and where the influ-
ence of the former Chief Minis-
ter, Keshubhai Patel, was too
strong for comfort. Moreover,
the man who had given up the
Rajkot-1I constituency wanted it
back.

It was also announced that
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, would campaign in
the State along with other party
heavyweights — the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, the
party president, Venkaiah Nai-
du, and several Ministers, in-
cluding Jaswant Singh, Pramod
Mahajan, Sushma Swaraj and
Uma Bharti.

The BJP central election com-
mittee today released the first
list of 144 candidates for the
Guijarat elections. The names of
the remaining 38 candidates are
being discussed by the State
election committee and will be
later finalised by the party pres-
ident, Venkaiah Naidu.

The party’s west zone in-
charge and general secretary,
Arun Jaitley, has gone to Gand-

hinagar to oversee the process.

Thirty Ministers in the Modi
Government have been includ-
ed in the first list.

All but two have been asked
to contest from their own con-
stituencies, the exceptions be-
ing Mr. Modi and Anandiben
Patel, who has been moved
from Mandal to Patan.

A former Minister, Vajubhai
Vala, who had vacated the Raj-
kot-II seat for Mr. Modi, will
contest the elections from that
constituency. The former Chief
Minister, Suresh Mehta, will
contest the Mandvi seat in
Kutch.

Some Ministers who figure in
the list are: Gordhanbhai Zada-
fia (Rakhial), Ashokbhai Bhatt
(Khadia), Narottambhai Patel
(Choryasi), Daulatbhai Desai
(Valsad), Bhupendra Lakhawala

(Baroda city) and Purshotamb-
hai Solanki (Ghogha).

The MLA from Naroda, May-
aben Kodnani, which witnessed
the worst massacres following
the Godhra train carnage, has
been renominated. At one time,
Mr. Modi was eyeing this
constituency.

The party general secretary,
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, said 82
MLAs of the recently-dissolved
House had been given the party
ticket and 12 had been denied
re-nomination.

An ‘adivasi’ woman, Ramila-
ben Bara, one among the seven
women to be nominated, will be
the ¢andidate from Khedb-
hramha, where she will be pit-

ted against the Congress
strongman, Amarsinh
Chaudhary.

Just under 20 persons from
the ‘Patel’ community figure in
the first list, and by no means
have their strongholds been ex-
hausted.

In fact, the constituency of
Keshubhai Patel, now a Rajya
Sabha member, does not figure
in the list.

Haren Pandya left out

UNI, PTI report:

The list did not include the
name of the controversial for-
mer State Home Minister, Ha-
ren Pandya, who was removed
from the Council of Ministers
following alleged differences
with Mr. Modi. Mr. Naqvi clar-

ified that Mr. Modi would be
contesting only from one seat.

“There is no special reason
for changing Mr. Modi’s con-
stituency... The decision was
taken the by party’s State lead-
ership.”

He claimed that Mr. Modi
would have won from any con-
stituency in the State and de-
nied any differences among
leaders of the State election
committee over the selection of
the candidates.

Beeline for Maninagar

With the BJP fielding Mr. Mo-
di frorn Maninagar, a number of
Congress aspirants are keen to
contest from the seat.

The Gujarat Congress general
secretary, Ashok Punjabi, faxed
a letter to the party high com-
mand expressing “willingness”
to contest from the same con-
stituency, party sources said in
Ahmedabad.

The Maninagar seat had been
offered to Mr. Modi by the BJP
MLA, Kamlesh Patel, who is also
the State Transport Chairman,
the State BJP chief, Rajendra-
sinh Rana, said.

In the 1998 Assembly elé
tion, Mr. Patel had won the seat
defeating Vijay Kella of the Con-
gress by a margin of over 39,000
votes. The Congress has, how-
ever, not yet announced the
candidate for the Maninagar
seat, according to party sources.

VHP calls Advani a pseudo-secularist

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 19. The Deputy Prime Min-
ister, L.K.Advani, was today described by
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad leaders as a
seudo secularist” who preferred “to ap-
pease ’ the minorities by talking about the
need for ensuring their safety, while ignor-
ing the safety of the majority community.

Mr. Advani’s reply to the adjournment
motion related to the, Gujarat develop-
ments has certainly not been liked by the
VHP and its youth wing, the Bajrang Dal.
What irked them was his categorical state-
ment that India could never become a
Hindu Rashtra or a theocratic State found-
ed on the Hindu religion.

“He has changed his tune, you should
ask him why he has done this,” the VHP
leader, Ashok Singhal, stated today at a
press conference.

“Now Advaniji seems to be following the
same path as the leaders of other parties
before him. Where is the party with a
difference?”’

Wwith this, the differences within the

L.K. Advani Ashok Singhal

Sangh Parivar have taken a new turn. Ev-
ery now and then, the Parivar outfits had
been targeting the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, but they have almost al-
ways spared Mr. Advani, hero of the Ram
Janmabhoomi agitation who traversed
the length and breadth of the country
during the ‘rath-yatra’ to spread the
Hindutva ideology.

It is the Gujarat Chief Minister, Naren-
dra Modi, who is the new hero of the
Sangh Parivar,

“The political message that went out

i Gk ¥ il WG

from Mr. Advani’s speech in Parliament
was not good (‘message achcha nahin
gaya’),” Mr. Singhal said, while another
leader of the VHP, Vishnu Hari Dalmiya,
concurred, disapproving of Mr. Advani’s
rejection of the Hindu Rashtra concept.

Mr. Singhal’s charge was that Mr. Ad-
vani was “playing with words” and the
“society at large will not like what he
said.” After all, his argument was, “there
are 85 per cent Hindus in the country”.

Separately, the Bajrang Dal convenor,
Prakash Sharma, was reported by the
agencies as having stated in Kanpur that
Mr. Advani’s remarks in Parliament
amounted to an “insult to Hindus"”. He
said: “India was a Hindu state, it is a
Hindu state and it will remain a Hindu
state.”

The VHP leaders also made it clear that
the organisation would carry on its prop-
aganda in Gujarat through more than a
hundred public meetings. Although it will
be campaigning for the BJP, it will refrain
from asking voters to cast their ballots in
favour of the BJP for tactical purposes.
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Advani backs
Atal but firm
behlnd Modi

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 18

DEPUTY PRIME Minister LK
Advani today sought to bury
speculation of a rift with the
Prime Minister by echoing Vaj-
payee’s recent comments on Gu-
jarat. But at the same time, he
stood by Narendra Modi, imply-
ing the Chief Minister had never
been the target of the Prime
Minister’s barbs.

Advani, replying to a debate on
Gujarat in the Lok Sabha, re-
ferred to Vajpayee’s appeal to all
political parties for a clean elec-
tion campaign. “I endorse the ap-
peal so that the polls are conclud-
ed successfully, as had happened
in the recent Jammu and Kash-
mir elections,” Advani said.

The Deputy Prime Minister
also emphasised, as Vajpayee had
done, that Godhra must never be
made a poll issue. But whereas
Vajpayee’s remark was seen as a
snub to Narendra Modi — who
had made Godhra virtually his
only poll plank -—— Advani sought
to absolve the Chief Minister.

Vajpayee’s remarks had come
just days after a vitriolic speech
by Modi — peppered with refer-
ences to Godhra — set off riots
that killed six people, prompting
the Election Commission to ban
all references to the train car-
nage in campaign speeches.

But Advani today played down
Modi’s obsession with Godhra,
projecting the Chief Minister as
a patron of democratic values
concerned mainly with develop-
ment issues. To prove his point,
the Deputy Prime Minister read

Lw) oA

AP
Atal Bihari Vajpayee arrives in
Parliament on Monday.

out excerpts from a newspaper
interview by Modi where he had
“expressed a commitment to an
educated, irrigated and electri-
fied Gujarat”.

“The BJP is set to fight the
polls on developmental issues
such as good governance and
commitment to protect the mi-
norities,” Advani said. He as-
sured the MPs that the Gujarat
Government will ensure a free,
fair and peaceful election.

That roughly concluded a sev-
en-and-a-half-hour debate on the
Gujarat situation that rarely got
bitter even though the Opposi-
tion attacked the BJP for its
links with hardline outfits such
as the VHP and Bajrang Dal.

Later, the Opposition-spon-
sored adjournment motion on
the Government’s failure to curb
communal forces in the country
was rejected by a voice vote.

Related reports on Page 5
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OGADIA, ACHARYA DHARMENDRA ARRESTED, RELEASED

dhra

‘Statesman News Servicé ﬁ AN

GANDHINAGAR, Nov. 17. —
The Gujarat government today ef-
fectively stalled the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad’s Hindupat Padshahi Yatra,
by arresting Dr Pravin Togadia, in-
ternational general secretary, and
Acharya Dharmendra of the Marg-
darshak Mandal, in Ahmedabad
when they tried to drive to Godhra.
Both the VHP leaders, along with
their supporters, were later re-
leased on bail in the evening:

The arrests at 11.30 a.m. took
place as a saffron coloured jeep,
named a rath, drove out of the gate
of Somnath Temple in the Bapu Na-
gar area. Less than a hundred peo-
ple who had gathered there shouted
slogans of “Jai Shri Ram” ¢ven as
curious onlookers from the colony
stood on roof tops.,

The temple was swarming with
policemen and the VHP leaders,
along with a motley crowd of sadhus
were allowed to perform pooja on
the sandals of Swami Ramdas. The
two leaders were also allowed to
make brief speeches. Both talked of
the establishment of a Hindu Rash-
tra, and Dr Togadia more specifical-
ly talked about the forthcoming
elections. “We will show Sonia
when the vote is cast on 12 Decem-
ber,” he said.

Apart from a tirade against the
Chief Election Commissioner, Mr
JM Lyngdoh, who the VHP blames
for foiling their yatra plans, the
Prime Minister also came in for
criticism. Acharya Dharmendra
said Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee can
alter “the diary of their hearts” only
with his positive action for their
cause. “In Ayodhya he cheated us,”
the acharya said. He said the dream
of Sardar Patel was the unshackling
of Ram janambhoomi, Krishna ja-
nambhoomi and Varanasi.

Dr Togadia made it clear that

yatra

fizzles out

Dr Pravin Togadia waves from a police van after his arrest in Ahmedabad on Sunday. — AFP (Another photograph on page 4}

Godhra will not be forgotten. He
talked of “jehadi atankwad”
(religious terrorism) and gave a dis-
course on historical wrongs done to
Indians by foreign conquerors.

Targeting the Prime Minister, Dr
Togadia said, “we do not need a”
“shaktiheen” (powerless) “neta”
(leader). He then mentioned a list
of ~~rld lcaders. including the
Anierican President, who were
powerful in their resolve against
terrorists. Amongst the slogans
raised was — “ek dhakka aur do,
Pakistan tor do”.

Ahmedabad remained peaceful
after the arrests. No untoward inci-
dent was reported: from anywhere.

‘There were no adverse reports from

Godhra as adequate security ar-
rangemenis were in piace.

BJP reaction: BJP spokesman Mr
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said in New
Delhi today that the state govern-
ment carried out its job as directed
by the EC with regard to banning
the VHP yatra. The VHP as a cul-
tural and religious organisation
conducted its programme in a
peaceful and responsible manner,
he added.

Sudershan’s stand: The RSS chief,
Mr KS Sudershan, today claimed
that the violence sparked off by the
27 February Godhra incident was a
“reaction” but lasted only for a cou-

ple of days. He was addressing a
gathering of Sangh activists in New
Delhi. The disturbances from 4
March onwards were triggered by
“Pakistan-inspired elements” which
provoked a backlash. “However,
throughout the riots only the Hin-
dus were shown as perpetrators of
violence,” he added

Equating the Gujarat Congress
president, former RSS activist Mr
Shankersinh Vaghela with Jaichand,
albeit without naming him, Mr Su-
dershan said in an act of betrayal of
the nation he had invited a team
from the USA 1o probe the violence
in the state just as Jaichand had in-
vited aliens to attack the country.

Opposition to
raise storm
over Gujarat

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHIL Nov. 17. —
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
convened a meeting of senior
ministers at his residence
today to discuss the
government’s strategy for the
winter session of Parliament
beginning tomorrow.

The Opposition, mean-

while, indicated after a on any topic provided it
dinner meeting with the Lok comes under the rules and
Sabha Speaker ) the Chair
that the  BJP's MrVijay Kumar  allows the
sessionn would - Mathotra claimed all  discussion,” he
be a stormy parties had agmeed o said. The
one and ensure smoothrunning meceting,
Gujarat would - of the House, But RJD  chaired by Mr
dominate the jeader Mr Raghuvans Vajpayee, was
agenda on the  Prasad Singh said the  attended by the
opening day. Qpposition would bring Deputy Prime
However, all . . Minister, Mr

pending bills
are likely to be
cleared. After
the dinner with the Speaker,
the BJP member, Mr Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, said all
parties had said they would
ensure that the House ran
smoothly and that the
Opposition had demanded
time for the issues to be
raised by them.

However, the RID leader,
Mr Raghuvansh = Prasad
Singh, said the entire
Opposition, including the
Congress, had agreed to
bring an  adjournment
motion on the Gujarat issue.
“Together we will bring in an
adjournment motion”, he
said. The CPI-M has also
said that it would bring in an
adjournment motion on

an-adjournment
“motion on Gujarat

Gujarat. A senior Congress
leader said: “We are for the
orderly conduct of business
in'the House”.

The parliamentary affairs
minister, Mr  Pramod
Mabhajan, said the
government was prepared for
a discussion on any issue
during the winter session.
“The government’s role is to
be prepared for a discussion

LK Advani, the
finance
minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, and Mr
Mahajan.

During his dinner meeting,
the Speaker asked party lead-
ers about the issues they
planned to raise and how
they expected them to be
discussed in the House.

The Speaker also called on
the Vice-President and Rajya
Sabha  Chairman, Mr
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, to
discuss issues relating to
conduct of proceedings in
both Houses of Parliament.
The  discussion  mainly
focussed on the smooth
conduct. of business in both

Houses, a Lok Sabha
statement said.
Another report on page 5
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SECURITY TIGHTENED, VHP STICKS TO ITS GUNS

. Togadia barred from /

y&
\
By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, NOV. 16. A massive
security blanket has been
thrown in and around Godhra
town, scene of the February 27
train carnage, from where the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad propos-
es to take out its “Hindupat
padshahi yatra” (vijay yatra) to-
morrow, defying the ban im-
posed on it by the Gujarat
Government at the instance of
the Election Commission.

Additional police and para-

military forces, including the
State and the Central Reserve
Police and the Rapid Action
Force, have been rushed to
Godhra from the neighbouring
districts and Ahmedabad to
strengthen security. Prohibitory
orders have been imposed in
he entire Panchamahals dis-
rict.

The VHP international gener-
@ secretary, Pravin Togadia,
nd its Margdarshak Mandal
‘hairman, Acharya Dharmen-
Ira Maharaj, who are scheduled
o lead the yatra, have been
varred from entering the dis-
rict.

Police have also cordoned off
he ground where the VHP pro-
yoses to hold its “dharma sab-
1a” before launching the
'0-day long yatra which is to
nd at the Akshardham temple
n Gandhinagar on December 6.

The dais put up for the meet-

enermg Godhra >~

A Rapid Action Force jawan takes position with a teargas shell firing unit atop a vehicle In
Godhra on Saturday in view of the proposed rally by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad on Sunday.
— PTI

ing by the local VHP workers
has been demolished.

Though life was apparently
normal in the town with an un-
easy calm prevailing in antici-
pation of tomorrow’s
development, reports said some

, families belonging to the mi-

nority community in adjacent
rural areas had shifted to safer

places. Senior Government and
police officers are meeting to fi-
nalise the administration’s
strategy to ensure minimum
disturbance while carrying out
the Election Commission’s di-
rectives. It was still not clear
whether the authorities would
take the VHP leaders into pre-
ventive custody or allow them

Force may be used

if necessary:

PM

3

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, NOV. 16. The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, while expressing the hope
that the ‘Godhra crisis’ would get peacefully
resolved, did indicate today that the State ad-
ministration would use force, if necessary, to
stop the VHP from defying the ban on the ‘ya-
tras’ in Gujarat. “Everybody will carry out his
duty,” he remarked when asked what could
happen if the VHP insisted on carrying out its
proposed yatra from Godhra tomorrow.

Mr. Vajpayee was interacting with the media
over lunch at his residence this afternoon. He
expressed the hope that the BJP would win the
next month’s elections in Gujarat and said that
he would campaign for the party, “if he was
asked to do so.” He suggested that a BJP victory
would be a “victory for all, including Narendra

Modi and others”. And, he again repeated, that +

maintenance of peace and communal harmo-
ny — rather than ‘Godhra’ — should be issues
during the campaign. Mr. Vajpayee tried to
downplay the BJP’s slightly different stand on
the Election Commission’s ban on the ‘yatra’.

When it was pointed out to him that his own
party was not in full agreement with his views
(which are supportive of the Commission), Mr.
Vajpayee enigmatically remarked that he too
was not in disagreement with his party, imply-
ing that as Prime Minister he probably had to
be seen as supportive of a Constitutional
authority.

However, he ruled out advancing the Lok
Sabha elections in case the BJP should do well
in Gujarat. “Why are you against my complet-
ing the five-year term,”” he jokingly shot back at
the questioner.

Yet to decide on SAARC meet: Page 8

to cross into the Panchamahals
district or Godhra to arrest
them for violating the prohib-‘
itory orders.

Acharya Maharaj, however,
assured the authorities that the
yatra participants would not vi-
olate any law or instigate dis- |
turbances unless the Gujarat
administration, under instruc- |
tions from the Chief Election |

Commissioner,  took any
“wrong steps.” ‘
The participants  would:

peacefully court arrest if the au-
thorities prevented them from!
entering the Panchamahals dis-
trict or Godhra.

The decision to go ahead with
the yatra schedule was taken at,
a meeting of the Margdarshak
Mandal of the VHP here today,;
which was attended by the rep-.
resentatives of various Hindu i
organisatiQns.

Announcing it in the pres-
ence of Dr. Togadia, Acharya
Maharaj said that Hindus had
not given “anyone” the author-
ity to decide on their course of
action. And that the yatra would
stick to its programme “come
what may.”

The Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, and the Chief
Election Commissioner, J. M.
Lyngdoh, were at the receiving
end of the Acharya’s outburst at
the media conference, con-
vened to give the details of the .
yatra.
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‘YA'FRA’ FROM GODHRA ON SUNDAY: TOGADIA

A\

<" Gujarat Govt. to strictly

&

" implement ban order

By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, NOV. 14. The stage is
set for a possible confrontation
between Vishwa Hindu Parish-
ad activists and the Gujarat po-
lice, with the VHP reiterating its
decision to go ahead with its
‘yatra’ from Godhra on Sunday
and the Chief Secretary, G. Sub-
ba Rao, making it clear that the
State Government will strictly
follow the Election Commis-
sion’s directive to stop it.

issued the necessary permission
to the VHP to hold the meeting
in Godhra on Sunday, Mr. Toga-
dia said the VHP had not re-
ceived any communication to
the contrary from the State Gov-
ernment and there was no
question of any ban on the ya-
tra. He also released a copy of
the order dated November 13
signed by the SDM, Godhra,
permitting him and Acharya
Dharmendra Maharaj to hold
the meeting “under certain con-

ditions” in Godhra. Mr. Subba
Rao, however, said he was not
aware of any such permission,
which might have been issued
in a “routine course’’ and before
the Election Commission's di-
rective was received by the State
Government last evening. The
Additional  Chief Secretary
(Home), Ashok Narayan, said
the SDM had been told to with-
draw the permission in the light
of the CEC’s directive.

Mr. Rao said the State Gov-

ernment had informed all the
officials concerned about the
CEC'’s orders and if the VHP at-
tempted to violate the ban, “the
law will take its own course.”
Mr. Togadia claimed that the
State Government’s report cited
by the CEC for issuing the ban
order had been deliberately
twisted. The “secret” report of
the Government did not suggest
any such ban, but Mr. Lyngdoh
was trying to mislead the people
of the State for carrying out his

“'EC order

Declaring the VHP’s decision
to go ahead with the proposed
‘Hindupat Padshahi Yatra”
(Hindu sovereignty yatra), the
VHP international general-sec-
retary, Pravin Togadia, said the
Chief Election Commissioner,
J.M. Lyngdoh, was acting like
the “president” of the Congress
party and trying to “terrorise”’
the State bureaucracy to ensure
a Congress victory in the elec-
tions.

By Neena Vyas W(//

NEW DELHI, NOV. 14. The Bharatiya Janata
Party today charged the Chief Election
Commissioner, J.M. Lyngdoh, with playing
politics and described the Commission’s
order suggesting a ban on the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad’s proposed ‘Vijay yatra’ in
Gujarat as an attack on the fundamental
right of the people to free speech and
movement.

The most charitable view is that the EC’s
order was “inappropriate”, the BJP presi-
dent, Venkaiah Naidu, said today. “In a de-
mocracy, people must have the right and
liberty of free speech and movement and
any restriction on this is not positive,” he
added. The party spokesperson, Arun Jait-
ley, charged Mr. Lyngdoh with “entering
the political thicket” even while claiming
that the VHP ‘yatra’ was not a political but
“religious activity”.

For nearly 24 hours after the EC’s order,
the BJP was unwilling to react. The party

e

Permission cancelled

GODHRA, NOV. 14. The Godhra district administration this
evening cancelled the permission granted two days ago to
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) for its November 17 ]
yatra to be taken out from here. The Collector, Manoj
Agrawal, told UNI that the VHP had been given the
cancellation order in writing in view of the Election
Commission’s directive to this effect. He said the
administration of Panchmahal district, of which Godhra is
the headquarters, was in constant touch with the State
Home Department and other authorities. — UNI

inappropriatga, say

was depending heavily on the VHP's cam
paign; the VHP not being a political party, i
could say and do things the BJP could not
without attracting adverse notice from the
EC, it was calculated. At the same time, the
party did not want to attract criticism for
criticising the Election Commission.
Apparently, the party decided to take up
the cudgels for the VHP to help itself, be-
lieving that a “controversy” would get it
more votes. “Over several weeks, there have
been statements and communications
from the Election Commission, but the par-
ty consciously did not join issue, for we did
not want to undermine the credibility of the
EC,” Mr. Jaitley said. But he also made it
clear that the State Government would have
to comply with the EC’s order and the BJP
was not going to challenge it in any court.
Clearly, the BJP is not about to make the
mistake it did on VHP’s ‘shila pujdn’ pro-
gramme when the Supreme Court put the
VHP and the Government on the mat.
Mr. Jaitley noted that Mr. Lyngdoh ha

l
}iescribed those demanding early Gujarat

“Congress agenda.”

Mr. Togadia sought to give an
assurance to the people and the
authorities that the VHP yatra
would be “peaceful” and not a
stone would be thrown at any of
the 200 meeting venues or en
route. He said he was confident
that the Muslims in the country
would not be “instigated” by
Mr. Lyngdoh and any attempt
to disrupt the yatra by the pseu-
do-secularists would expose
the “supporters” of

JP chief

elections as “mad”, had used intemperate

language against State officials and, recent-
ly, he had alleged that the former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister, Farooq Abdul-
lah, wanted to release terrorists in the State
ahead of the elections.

He was also unhappy with Mr. Lyngdoh's
description of the Gujarat situation as “nas-
ty”. He was not convinced that the VHP
leaders had made provocative pronounce-
ments on the massacres in Gujarat and on
the lynching of Dalits in Haryana. He said
the senior VHP leader, Praveen Togadia,
was capable of “exemplary restraint’.

On the reported move of the VHP to take
out replicas of the burnt-out S$-6 coach of
the Sabarmati Express in the 'yatra’, Mr.
Jaitley said the Congress had used images
of Indira Gandhi’s body after her assassina-
fhd it had also used electronically-cre-
visuals of the Staines’ murder in
ection campaigns. Why did not the EC
prevent that, he asked. /




Defiant VHP
to go ahead

with

Vinay Menon 3(

Ahmedabad, November 14

THE VHP today said it will defy
the Election Commission ban on
its Dharm Jagran Yatra, but the
Gujarat Government bowed to
the poll panel and cancelled per-
mission for the programme.

The BJP, however, strongly de-
fended the yatra and criticised
the EC ban as “inappropriate”.
Party chief M Venkaiah Naidu
said in New Delhi: “In a democ-
racy, people must have the right
and liberty to speak and the
right to reach people. Any re-
straint is not a positive thing.”

The VHP threatened to move
court if the yatra is not allowed.
Its president, Praveen Togadia,
told reporters, “The decision to
hold a dharmik yatra is our right.
We will definitely take it out.”

Togadia said there would be no
attempt to disrupt peace during
the yatra, which is to kick off
from Godhra on November 17.
But asked what he would do if the
administration blocked it, he re-
marked cryptically, “We will cross
that bridge when we come to it.”

Waving a letter of permission
for the yatra, allegedly from the
subdivisional magistrate of
Godhra, Togadia said, “This is
proof that we have been granted
permission by the Gujarat Gov-
ernment to hold the yatra.”

But the Godhra district admin-
istration said the VHP had wan-
gled the permission by a sleight
of hand. “Their application made
no mention of a yatra,” said
Godhra District Collector Manoj
Aggarwal. “It merely sought

Hf
yatra -

o o

AFP
VHP VENOM: Togadia at a news
conference in Ahmedabad.

clearance to hold a dharm sabha
at Godhra, to be attended by only
two leaders — Dr Togadia and
Shri Dharmendra Maharaj.”

The Government has now can-
celled permission for the dharm
sabha, too.

Togadia today accused Chief
Election Commissioner JM Lyn-
gdoh of having allowed personal
religious bias to cloud his offi-
cial decisions. “When there were
reports of the Church being ac-
tive during elections in Goa and
Chhattisgarh, Lyngdoh did not
intervene. Why does he act only
against Hindus? It would seem
he is the Congress president.”

He accused the Jawaharlal
Nehru University of being a
“secular madrasa” and said it
should be shut down. “If that is-
n't possible, its subsidy should
be cut.”

Related reports on Page 4

1 5 NOv 2002

F HINDUSTAN Taag:



1IN0 8y ustrew 03 a1y
yueje[q e pue epuededoad Suoam
PUB SNOASTYISIW,, SB SI9NIT}
drd uo jexelns ut sjess og 1s91
-u09, 0} suerd pey JHA 8y} 18y}
mtomvh PasSTWISIP 910YSIY
*.Sanbsowt
Eo.@; pensst  8umq  sem
-1e) wmo::oa,_ Jo ajou Guryey Jou
sem. Yyop3uAT Aym pauorsenb
pue ‘pres 9y ,, ‘Sl TuNUItod I3}
3uolire ssausIEME 9)E3.10 0} JYSLL
B SB[ 9UO0ATIoAd PUE UOTIEsTURS.IO
Bos:om uou e st JHA oYL,
‘presay . ‘sa9
-pes| wsoﬁw:mg npury Jjo eajek
a1eUl €0} Surjoalqo st oy (yeael
-0 ui) a18y Inq SATIATIOR ISTIOT
-191 peaadsepim ardsop aruysesy
puUE nwuwe Ul SUoyoald 03 [eu
-81s U9au8 sty aaes yop3uAry,,
" gutyseq
TNPUTH YHM payTiuapr aq 0) auIod
Sey Yorym ‘s[eljuepato JIefnoass
SIY aaoxd 0} aej oo} 8urog s1
(yop3uxL) sy, Aousde smau e
P10} BJ0yST3 ‘SexjeA 9y} UoO

-

-

. :cﬁu:bn

110dad e SUTY99S JOUOISSTUIUIOD
uorld39e JBIyd ayl o} uopdad
-X9 durye], -, SYo1Ispae£ s[qnop,,
Sundope Wim wry Suidreyo
“YOpBUuAT "IN IsuteSe aAisua)
-J0 YsaJj e payoune] osie aH
'sfrod Axe
-NIq3 83 910J9q Ysapead Jenn
ur usredured ssaudIEME JRTTWIS
B P[3Y PeY dHA 9L, "Wy} Yim
..0p 031 3utyjou,, pey sawureasoxd
93} pawIe[ Ing ‘sadJoj eainp
-UTH J0j ,3sed 189),, B SUOT}II[0
jexe(ns) oy} pawtal aI0YSI3]
‘uonoung 3urpnouod
9y} SSaIPpe [[IM TeY3UlS Yoysy
juaprsaad  Suryaom [euonjeu
-I9)u] "eapawaey( BAIRYOY pue

SUOI}99]9 10]
OwIwre LIqegq

SPEO[ dHA 7
b

mt@mm«

eleyquiewiy 1aypes ‘erpedol
ugdaneld symey Aq ‘saayio guo
-We ‘passaIppe pue sjutes NpyiH,,
Aq pol aq [[Im senef aym:
‘uorijouts
9y} Jo AIBSIdATUUER YIUa) 9y} ‘9
JoqUIBA(] U0 PeEpaIWYY Je uon
-ounj pueas e ur pua T[im A3y,
"SI9)J0A UOWE  SSOUBIEME,, 9STRI
0} LT J8qUIBAON UO BIYPOL) O]
payouney aq [[Im SeajeA om [,
“Pres 810ysTy] [BI1a1D
RAIBYOY JUapIsaad-ad1A I0OTUIS
dHA ‘9 I9quIada(] J10J sawrureas
-0xd J1ay) dn meap o} payse
udaq eAeY SIUN 9eIS [V
" Aep £10)014,, sk KLem 1q e U,
AJesIsATuue UoTHIOWap PIlseA
ugeq 9yl aleIge[ed pmom
11 padunouue Aepo} peyslied
NPUIH BMUSIA 39Ul ‘SUOI}I9[e
jele(no g1 I18quIsda(] ay) 810J9q
SABp XIS $.1330A NPUIH dstIeod
01 PIq B U] :Z1 ‘AON ‘TY[3( MIN

LINHANOLSTHHO
TVIDAdS H HO

< ~
o
o g
n
- =
L. P
T
(V8]
—
. £
*9Jes PAIaPISU0D J2SUO] Aywe pue wow&m:nﬁ:w% Pa1SaIaIUL JOU sem drg ou.l

ou ST 10¥fey se Kouanirjsuod
MIU B sjuem 9y ‘awn) SIyJ, a9}
-STUTW JOTUO SUTN009q Jo)e A1e
-NIGa] UT 1eas A[gMIasSy ] 104 (
-8y woJy vmummucggz TPOIN
“ayo yoed isn(
4 ] ‘ysepe.ld TeyaBuriH 03 05 03
3w sy[se A3xed 3y} JT 'S}BSS PIAISS
-1 3ULLIeq ‘SSIOUaNIIISU0D 78T
JO Aue w0Jy 3$93U0I URD ,, "UOIS
-109p 93 oye1 [[Im A1red oy Jo 993
-JIUIUIOD UOT103[3 [e)Uad 8} PIes
TPOIA ‘STI0d A[qQUIBSSY 91} 1891100
PINOM 8y 8J3YMm WO PIYSY
‘pres sy 4101
-BWIWeJUT 319m Jeak SUO }Se] o}
ut $9Yo9ads SIY JO sUON 'onssI
9] uo sistreuanol jusuruwroxd
Jo soussaad syl ur — uerell
J0 pere(ny * ysiduy ‘Iputy —
adengue] Aue Ut seyd9ads s1y uo
areqap orqnd e aaey 03 Iypuen
BTUOS JuapIsaad ssaa3uo)) pedusy
-TeYd IPON ‘BJIBPOPBA UI BIIBX
Aeanen ay) jo sseyd yiuiu oy}
JO 391 puodas oﬁ w:Eocqu

~

‘)seu ynq Surgou

J0J A[ererpawiill saeq ay} puryaq
nd aq pnoys IPOA,, :PIes JBryd
red ejeuer eALNYSEY 9YL
. FONPU0D JO IPOO [SPO 3Y}
SuryerorA 103 SUOTI8]e ) Surisal
-U09 WOoJJ Wiy Jeqap pnoys uors
-STUIUIOD UO0T309[8 aY L, '~ "93e3s 1Y
-JOLI 8Y} Ul AUoW ey [BUNIUIOD
pue aoead 0) [RIUSWILIIAP SJUSW
-9je)s  AJorewrwiepjul  Suiyeuwr
ur 3urdmpur s1 Ipo,, euled
ulr peuwreo peseid oofe|
UM ITesp
ApOLIs aq pnom £ay3 ‘ajels ayl
Ut sa1iranoe a1ay; paddoss sjusw
-9[@ 9SaY} SSorun Jey) paudem
IPOIN ‘eaped je Sunjesil e 1y
", .SOTHATIOR SNOLIBJAU A19Y} N0
K118 0) 9qR 8] [[IM A9} 9J3UM,,
aeyrg o1 03 0) sJoyeul-aiq
-0 POXSE JIISIUTW JOIyD J9¥e]}
-3a8) 3y} ‘Jeae[ny ur UOISUa) [RU
-nuwod 3uruue] Jo a8Jeyo s,Ae
‘PBA peseld oofer] 3urAusq
"pres 9y ‘g1 I19qUI8dd(] U0 SUOT}
.omE Jo a[mpayos Jo asueyos e ul

"SIAT}ORIIP SIT IIM ATdWod pnom
pue [aued fod oy} xoj 3oeds
-3 JBald pey oy £epo} 10L1ISIp
BJIEPOPEA UL PLES IPOIA] BIPUAIEN

MOA 1dadsaa Ipoy

"UOTSUa} JO 9Sed Ul uaye) aq [[Im
UOoTIde JOLIS Pies 9 ., 'om} 0 Aep
B Ul 110daJ € Jruqgns 03 JusuIa
-A03 9)e)S 9]} PaySe aAeY I, :prEs
JBUOISSTUILIO) UOTI098 JOTYD oy}
‘LT J3qUIDAON U0 BIYPOS) WIOJ]
eqjeA pasodoad s,dHA 94} UQ
‘39 TeUTUWIOU B Je PIOS PUE S10}
-997[09 JOLIISID UM a[qe[reae aq
[[Im s}ABPLIJR YL "PIes oY ‘sio
-ded uoneulWoOU I19Y} YIIM SHA
-BPIJTe 3[1J 01 9ARY PINOM SISIBYD
feurwrId guroej sajepipue)
J1eJ pUe 33.1] 2.8 SUOT}
-09[0 PUR 9]0A UBD AJTUNWII0d A}
-LIOUTW 3y} JBY) 8INSUD 0} S8010]
ay} Aopdsp o3 suerd sy moy uo
uoriejussald e 9AIS 0 8T JoqUUIDA
-ON U0 142 03 Iyjreaeayeyy "y
49 1e1eho psy[ed sey uoIssiu

9AON U0 3}e)S
9p 9q M $92J0]
d [eI3U3)) PIES JBUOTIS
-STWIWI0D UOTId8[a JOIYO 9y,
‘pelIasse 9y qerelny
urt ut pagesus aJge saraed yojew
gurdurispnw ayj} pue sdured JoI|
-1 3WOs Ul J9jem SUIHULIP JO AT
-[1qefreAe-uou ayj ‘sjorl ay) urerd
-X3 03 paom ajeradoadde Afuo a1}
ST [ °, £L1Seu Inq Sutyjou si,, jeael
-noH ur worieniis ay) urdes Kepot
pueis s1y 03 }onjs yopsui|
AISBUSTITING Trwiysey]
pue nuuwef se snoJasduep se
jou ST jexems ur uonenIIs ay,L,,
:Aepaa)sak pres yopSud arur
-USe) pue nuwiey pue jesefns
ur uonyenyrs a3 Surredwo)
Jexe(ho ur uojenyts oy Sut
-qQLI9sap afrym L1seu,, AqQ jueawx
pey 8y jeym pasyse pue joyfey
Ut YOpSUAT ‘AL JSUOISSTWTO)D
uondL[y Jory) lew Aepo} sId
-Ped drd 3T 'AON ‘peqepamiyy

INAANOISTHAOD ANO

m.):\



g¢

M blames minority community

Modi crosses

Lyngd

BASANT RAWAT

Ahmedabad, Nov. 11: J.M.
Lyngdoh read the riot act in
Gujarat but Narendra Modi
was not listening in Godhra.

Asthe chief election commi-
ssioner asked the Gujarat gov-
ernment to submit a report on
the VHP’s proposed yatra from
Godhra on Sunday, the chief
minister rolled into the flash-
point town saying what Lyng-
doh asked politicians not to say.

Standing atop his Gaurav
Rath in Godhra, Modi said mem-
bers of the minority community
had remained silent spectators
to earlier attacks on the majority
community.

“Had Muslims isolated the
guilty and socially boycotted
them, they would not have had to
face ignominy today. They mis-
sed the opportunity. If any socie-
ty gives refuge to the guilty, then
criminals gain strength and it
becomes difficult to control vio-
lence,” the chief minister said.

He also blamed#he minority
community, the Congress and
Pakistan for the Godhra carnage
and accused them of speaking
the same language.

“We cannot burn people and
speak of peace by setting free
white doves. We should have the
courage to oppose the wrong. It
is a mutual responsibility whe-
ther we are Hindus, Muslims,
Sikhs or Christians,” Modi said.

He attributed the absence of
violence in the aftermath of the

Akshardham attack to its con-
demnation by Muslim leaders.

He said while the lips of Con-
gress MPs and their leader were
sealed with “Italian locks” after
the Godhra incident, they raised
ahue and cry in Parliament over
its aftermath. “Why this double
standard? Why this discrimina-
tion?” Modi asked.

Modi kept up a steady stream
of barbs against Sonia. At one
meeting, he said: “I ask my Con-
gress brothers if it is wrong to
say Jai Sri Ram in this country. If
youdon’tsay it here, will we have
to go to Italy to say it?”

Less than 100 km away in
Anand — the birthplace of Sar-
dar Patel — the Congress today
launched its election campaign
with  state  party  chief
Shankersinh Vaghela attacking
Modi’s “communal” agenda.

In Ahmedabad, besides seek-

ing details of the VHP’s yatra,
. Lyngdoh asked the state govern-

ment to submit a report on the

visuals of the burning Sabar-

mati Express that are being
shown in the state.
Lyngdoh, who had asked

politicians last week not to make

communal speeches, told re-
porters that he would take a deci-
sion on the fate of the yatra after

going through the report. Sever-
al individuals and representa-
tives of NGOs and parties who
met the commission had ex-

pressed fears over the yatra.
Lyngdoh said he told senior
officials of the state that “we are

YME TELEGRAPE
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not going to accept a diluted
stand. We have to ensure that
all riot victims are given ade-
quate opportunity and security
to vote”.

He said the director general
of police has been asked to reach
Delhi on November 18 to give a
presentation on the deployment
of paramilitary forces.

Lyngdoh said the interna-
tional community was monitor-
ing the state elections. “The in-
ternational community is inter-
ested in the Gujarat elections as
it was interested in the Jammu
and Kashmir polls. So, the credi-
bility of India’s democracy is in-
volved. The international com-
munity is going to assess these
elections on the basis of whether
the riot-hit people are able to ex-
ercise their franchise,” he added.

Six killed in flare-up

As the political temperature
soared, the fragility of peace in
the state was also on display.
Hours after Modi launched the
ninth leg of the Ggukay Yatra,
six people died in clashes in
three areas. Two were killed in
Kheda district, not very far from
Dhakor — the launchpad of the
yatra’s latest phase.

Two people died in north Gu-
jarat’s Mehsana after clashes
broke out when a mad dog was
chased. In Ahmedabad, where
the chief election commissioner
is camping, a crude bomb explo-
sion killed a man.

M See Page 8
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Fresh violence in Ahmedabad
Trouble begins in Jamalpur, spills over to Gomtipur and Dani-Limda

~ (Q(C)J/’ Times NEws NETWORK q\\/ \

Ahmedabad Divali provided the spark that re-ignit-
ed communal passions in Ahmedabad as violence
broke out in the communally sensitive area of Ja-
malpur after a petty altercation following the payment
of a hotel bill on Wednesday night.

On Thursday, at least a dozen people were injured in
violence which spread to the Gomtipur and Dani-Lim-
da areas. Police had to open fire and lob tear-gas shells
to bring the situation under control. The exact reason
for the fresh violence at Gomtipur and Dani-Limda
was not known, although police officials do not rule
out a pattern. “As of now, we do not see any pattern.
But we are trying to find out if these are mere coinci-
dences or deliberate designs,” city
police commissioner K.R. Kaushik
said.

Police sources said rival groups
clashed at Kamdar Maidan in the
Gomtipur area at about 5.45 p.m.
over a petty issue and indulged in
stone throwing. “Incidentally, the
trouble at Gomtipur occurred at
the same spot where an altercation
and subsequent stone throwing
had taken place on Tuesday,” M
Kaushik said.

In the Dani-Limda area near A girl bursts mto tears followmg an
Parikshatlal Nagar, rival groups attack on her home in the Jamalpur
area of Ahmadahad an Thursday.

clashed “almost simultaneously”.

\
the police said adding that groups also clashed at

Shahpur.

Mr Kaushik said it was “astonishing” that the inci-
dents had taken place in areas close to Jamalpur,
where seven persons were injured on Wednesday
night.

The seven were injured following stone throwing
and arson after a verbal altercation over the clearing
of a hotel bill near Gaeckwad Haveli.

Referring to Wednesday night’s arson at Jamalpur,
the city police commissioner said, “It all started at an
eating joint but turned provocative and communal af-
ter a petty altercation.” ~

Additional commissioner of police Satish Verma,
who had rushed to Gomtipur after reports of arson,
said, “The real reason for Thurs-
day’s violence is still unclear but it
was something very petty and lo-
cal.” At least 30 people have been
rounded up for inciting and partic-
ipating in the clash at Gomtipur.

Earlier, police rounded up at
least 15 persons from both com-
munities for interrogation in
conection with Wednesday night’s
violence at Jamalpur.

The Rapid Action Force and
other central forces have been
rushed to the state to ensure peace
in the state during the holy month

of Ramzan.
am. _
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‘Only Election Commission Modi will face
can decide on poll dates’

TiMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: In a landmark
judgment on the timing of
elections to a legislative as-
sembly or the Lok Sabha, the
supreme court on Monday
held that fresh elections
could be held within six
months of the dissolution of
the house and not within six
months of its last sitting.

The decision is significant
as the Vajpayee government
and the BJP had challenged
the Election Commission’s
decision to postpone the as-
sembly elections in Gujarat
beyond October, when six
months would have elapsed
since its last sitting in April.

Answering the reference
made by President A.P.J. Ab-
dul Kalam seeking the SC’s
opinion on Articles 174, 324
and 356--- which deal with the
sitting of a house, the EC's
power to hold elections and
the power to impose Presi-
dent’s rule—a constitution
bench said, “The elections
should be held within six
months from the date of dis-
soluation of the legislative as-
sembly.”

The reference had become
imperative in view of the EC’s
August 16 order that said the
prevailing law and order situ-
ation in Gujarat did not allow
it to hold elections by October.

The EC also said the Cen-
tre could impose President’s
rule in Gujarat in case the
state government was nhot
able to run in accordance
with the constitution. Three
separate but concurring
judgments by Chief Justice
B.N. Kirpal, Justice VN.
Khare and Justice Ashok
Bhan, as well as by Justice
Arijit Pasayat and Justice
K.G. Balakrishnan, held that
Article 174 was not meant for
a dissolved house.

They also held that holding
free and fair polls fell within
the exclusive domain of the
EC, and that even parliament
could not interfere in this.

“Neither under the consti-
tution nor under the Repre-
sentation of the People Act
has any period of limitation
been prescribed for holding
elections for constituting (a)
legislative assembly after
(the) premature dissolution
of the existing one,” the
court said.

The court said, “In view of
the scheme of the constitu-
tion and (the) RPA, the elec-
tion should be held within
six months..from the date of
dissolution of the legislative
assembly.”

On the EC's remark that
President’s rule could be im-
posed if elections were not
held within six months of the
last sitting of the assembly,
the bench said as there was
no mandate to hold elections
within six months of the last
sitting in case of a prema-
turely dissolved house, the
question of application of
Article 356 did not arise.

@ BJP meet on polls, Page 7
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trial by hallot
on Dec 12

TiMes NeEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Election
Commission’s on Monday an-
nounced that elections to the
Gujarat assembly would be
held on December 12.
November 25 will be the
last date for filing nomina-
tions, and counting will take
place on December 15.
By-elections will also be
held on December 12 for
three vacancies in the Lok
Sabha-—Mehsana (Gujarat),
Godda (Jharkhand) and
Nainital (Uttaranchal)—and

five assembly seats—one
each in Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh and

three in Rajasthan.

With the EC’s announce-
ment, the various clamps on
the state authority mandated
in the commission’s ‘model
code of conduct’ took effect
immediately in Gujarat.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner J.M. Lyngdoh said an
intensive revision of the elec-
toral rolls had identified
about four lakhs voters dis-
placed by the recent violence.
Of these, 1.7 lakhs were
traced and were included in
the rolls of the constituen-
cies where they now reside.

Anuntraced 2.24 lakhs vot-
ers have been retained in the
rolls under a separate identi-
ficatiofp and chief electoral
officefs of neighbouring
statesjare being involved in
tracing them. They will be al-
lowed to vote where they are
now and the search will con-
tinue even after the an-
nouncement of the election
schedule, he said.

Mr Lyngdoh said the EC
would have liked the Modi
government to do much
more on punishing the guilty
and so on, but otherwise be-
lieved it was now possible to
conduct a free and fair poll.

@ See Edit: Shabaash
Democracy, Page 14
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“Gujarat polls: Cong.

BIP

hail SC

opinion ‘on Presidential feference

By Our Special Correspondent

| NEW DELHI, OCT. 28. The claims of

the two major political parties,
the Congress and the Bharatiya
janata Party, in relation to the
Supreme Court’s opinion on the
presidential reference, seemed

. 10 be tailored to suit their own

political agenda, with both par-
ties saying they had been vindi-
cated. The Left parties said they
would prefer to react tomorrow
after studying the court’s “opin-
ion” in detail.

However, it seems that on
one of the main issues before
the Supreme Court bench, the
interpretation of Article 174 of
the Constitution, the “opinion”
was clearly in favour of the Con-
gress interpretation “from the
beginning”, as party spokes-
man, Abhishek Singhvi and Ka-
pil Sibal, MP, both emphasised.

The BJP spgkesperson and
gengral secretary, Arun Jaitley,

also admitted that on this point
his party’s view had not been
upheld by the Court which had
set a new time limit of “six
months after the dissolution of
an Assembly” for holding elec-
tions without attracting Article
356 related to imposition of
President’s Rule. The BJP had
been arguing that under Article
174 there should be not more
than six months’ gap between
one Assembly session and an-
other and therefore, the Elec-
tion Commission was bound by
the Constitution to hold elec-
tions in Gujarat before the first
week of October, when the six-
month period ended.

However, on the “basic ques-
tion” that Article 324 “does not
control Article 174” Mr. Jaitley
claimed “vindication” of the
BJP’s point of view.

Notwithstanding the claims
and counterclaims, the two par-
ties were together in welcoming

the highest court’s opinion.
Both were glad that there was
now clarity on some grey areas
in the Constitution.

The Congress spokesperson
warned that the BJP should be
more circumspect in the future
on making adverse pronounce-
ments on constitutional author-
ities like the Chief Election
Commissioner. The party was
referring to comments on the
CEC after he visited Gujarat to
make an on-the-spot study of
the situation before coming to a
conclusion on a feasible date for
polls.

Mr. Jaitley was also happy
that the Court had said law and
order situations should not be a
reason for delaying polls. Al-
though it was not said as much
by party leaders, the BJP did in-
dicate that it saw in this opinion
an indirect reference to the
Election Commission. The EC
cannot defer elections beyond

constitutional deadlines. Article
324 which gives the powers to
the Commission did not give it
overriding powers.

Modi welcomes ruling

PTI reports from Paddhari
(Gujarat):

Welcoming the announce-
ment of elections and Supreme
Court ruling, the Gujarat Chiel
Minister, Narendra Modi, has
said “conducting polls in one
day indicated that situation in
the State was peaceful”.

He said the apex court ruling
had vindicated the BJP’s stand
on imposing President’s rule in
the State.

Addressing a public meeting
on the third day of seventh
phase of his Gaurav Yatra, Mr.
Modi said “ I am extremely glad
that election in the State would
give an opportunity to five crore
Gujaratis to elect a government
of their choice”.
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/Modi’s challenge to

By Manas Dasgupta

AMBAJI (GUJARAT), OCT. 5. A sub-

| dued Gujarat Chief Minister,
' Narendra Modi, rattled by a res-

tive crowd, today described the
Congress as a “leaderless, rud-
derless, directionless party”
and advised it to ““fold itself up”
to make way for a more effective
Opposition party.

Launching the fourth leg of
his controversial ‘gaurav rath
yatra from the pilgrim town of
Ambaji, Mr. Modi alleged that
the Congress which “invited”
the terrorist attack right up to
the Akshardham temple had
“ruined the country” while in
power and even in the Opposi-
tion, it had failed to function ef-
fectively.

After accosting the Kshatriyas
in Phagwel, the Scheduled
Castes in Jhanjharka and tribals
in Unnai in the last three legs,
the fourth leg was ““dedicated”
to women and Mr. Modi and the
Union Minister, Uma Bharti,
who flagged off the rally here
this afternoon, enumerated
welfare measures being taken
by the BJP governments at the
Centre and in the State. But re-
alising that mere enumeration
of the administrative measures
had failed to enthuse the wom-
en, Mr. Modi shifted to his now
famous “Miyan Musharraf”
version of the terrorist attack
and even dared the Pakistan
President to send more terror-
ists to Gujarat and said the peo-
ple of the State would not be
cowed down by terrorism.

“Even our women are
enough to fight your terrorists,”
Mr. Modi said addressing Gen.
Musharraf. The General would
not be able to rest in peace even
in his “graveyard” for the way

The Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra Modi, being greeted

Musharraf

with flowers during the ‘“Gauvrav yatra’ at Abu Road,
200 km from Ahmedabad, on Saturday. — AP

he was shedding the blood of
the people of India.

With both his personal and
the general security for the rath
yatra stepped up manifold fol-
lowing the terrorist attack on
Akshardham and busting of a
Jaish-e-Mohammad gang alleg-
edly plotting his assassination,
Mr. Modi said that even if one
Modi was killed “‘thousands of
Narendra Modis” would be
born to face the terrorists.
“Come what may, it is our re-
solve that we will not rest till we
finish off terrorism”, he said.

Ms. Bharti, who “renamed”’
the State Congress president,

{0

Shankarsinh ~ Waghela, as
“Shakuni mama” after the Ma-
habharata character known for
creating rifts between brothers,
accused the Congress of “‘sup-
porting and helping” terrorists
and said that more than the
problems of poverty, unem-
ployment and recession, the
biggest menace facing the
country was the “‘enemies with-
in.”

The fourth leg of the yatra,
which would move through
three north Gujarat districts.
however, did not attract as
much roadside crowds as his
three ~arlier legs did /7
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By Manas Dasgupta IO

AHMEDABAD, OCT. 2. Several parts
of Gujarat witnessed violence
on the Gandhi Jayanti Day to-
day forcing police to open fire in
Bhavnagar and burst teargas
shells in Vadodara and Piplod
town of Anand district.

At least one person was in-
jured in firing in the Prabhudas
colony of Bhavnagar in the Sau-
rashtra region, home constitu-
ency of the BJP State president,
Rajendrasinh Rana, after dis-
turbances broke out over a non-
issue. Tension spread to the ad-
joining ‘chawls’ and members

. of both the communities in-
" dulged in stone-throwing. Sev-
: en persons were injured, which

forced police to burst teargas
shells. They later fired more
than 15 rounds to disperse the

" clashing mobs.

The situation in the evening,
police said, was tense but under
control. The disturbances had
also spread to adjoining local-
ities from where reports of
stone-throwing had been re-
ceived.

In Vadodara, at least two per-
sons were injured in the Navap-
ura locality after disturbances
broke out following heated ex-
change over non-payment of
bills in a roadside fast food joint
on Tuesday. About a dozen
teargas shells were burst by po-
lice to disperse clashing mobs
in Piplod after some youth beat
up the members of the rival
community with hockey sticks.
The incident was a sequel to an
old enmity but it assumed the
form of communal clash. While
six persons were injured, polic
arrested 15 persons. /
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Sept. 27: The government
today claimed a breakthro-
ugh in the investigation into
the temple massacre, show-
casing a car and identifying
the perpetrators as Pakista-
nis, but refused to go on
record with the information.

“Highly-placed” sources to-
1d PTI that the two slain mili-
tants who stormed the Swami-
narayan temple in Gandhina-
gar have been identified as
Mohammad Amjad Bhai from
Lahore and Hafiz Yasir from
Attock.

But no government official
was willing to be quoted by
name. An external affairs min-
istry spokesperson said “valu-
able clues” had been collected
and “we are very optimistic that
we will be able to come to a defi-
nite conclusion very soon”.

The Delhi disclosure came a
few hours after Gujarat police
announced in Ahmedabad that
the taxi in which the militants
had reached the temple has been
found and its driver and owner
are being questioned. The driver
of the car, Raju Thakore, is re-
ported to have confirmed that he
had ferried the “Hindi-speaking,
cropped-hair” militants to the
temple between 2 and 3.30 pm for
Rs 120 (See chart).

. Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee said in Calcutta
that the home department is pro-
bing reports that the militants
might have boarded a train from
Howrah. “If it is established that
they had boarded any train from
Howrah or any other place in
Bengal, we will have to take steps
to flush out extremists from the
state,” Bhattacharjee said.

Gujarat director general of
police K. Chakravarthy said the

driver and the car's owner

1

Mukesh Acharya, have volun-
teered the information. “In fact,
they are helping the police in the
investigations. They have not
been arrested or apprehended,”
the officer added.

The Gujarat government had
announced a reward of Rs 11akh
for information on the two mili-
tants. But the DGP stressed that
the police till now have “only in-
formation, not evidence”.

He also conceded that “we
cannot deny that local support
had been supplied to the terror-
ists. The whole operation was
too smooth for someone who was
new to Ahmedabad, Gandhina-
gar and the huge temple”. Chief
minister Narendra Modi has
been trying to debunk sugges-
tions that the post-Godhra back-
lash could have provided a local
toehold to the militants.

In Delhi, officials admitted in
private that the disclosures of
names would not be enough to
convince the international com-

-munity. Investigators also admit-

ted that they have not yet identi-
fied the duo’s organisation.

Usually, in such high-profile
cases, the government makes a
formal announcement. In this
case, the news came out through
a wire service probably because
the information is still sketchy.

“The investigations are
pointing towards Pakistan, but
we do not want to jump the gun.
We will go public when all details
are known,” a senior home min-
istry official said.

The disclosure that the two
were from Pakistan may also
have something to do with the
tear of a backlash against the mi-
norities. The government had
been at pains to point out that
the militants were not “locals”.
Till late last night, intelligence
agencies had been saying that it
would take time to establish the
identity of the two militants.

"o

EEEE  THE PAK CONNECTION' |

g out of Delhi hat

THE HOWRAH 'CONNECTION'|—

Government sources in Delhi claimed that the two attackers have been identitied as
Mohammad Amjad Bhai from Lahore and Hafiz Yasir from Attock, 80 km west

of islamabad. The sources claimed that the identification was established on the
hasis of intercepts across the horder when the commande operation was on at the
temple on Tuesday night

THE PERVEZ POTSHOT |-

The driver and owner of the car (AFP picture on left) in which the militants reached
the temple are being questioned in Gujarat.
They have "volunteered" the intormation that the two militants hailed the taxi from the
Ahmedabad railway station. Two trains — one from Howrah and the other from
Jammu — had reached the station around that time. Uncontirmed reports said the
taxi driver has fold the police that the two disembarked trom the train from Howrah

They (India) shoutd not blame us because what is
happening in Gujarat is the fallout of the killing of
thousands of Muslims there

‘Fearless’ Modi oils rath again

BASANT RAWAT

Ahmedabad, Sept. 27: Naren-
dra Modi will not be stopped in
his rath tracks. Undeterred by
the temple strike in Gandhina-
gar. the BJP has decided to go
ahead with the fourth phase of
its Gaurav Yatra, which is to roll
from Ambaji on October 5.

Despite the threat percep-
tion, the chief minister’s securi-
ty will not be upgraded. No addi-
tional security arrangements
will be made for the fourth
phase, yatra convener Jayanti
Barot said,

Barot said he would not like
to tighten security as it would de-
feat the very purpose of the
vatra, meant to be a mass-con-

tact programme. Modi is
a man of the masses who loves
to mingle with the people, he
pointed out. Security agencies
had suggested that the rath be
bullet-proof, but the proposal
was shot down by the chief min-
ister, Barot said. .

The fourth phase of the yatra
was to begin on September 28 but
was postponed after the attack
on the Swaminarayan temple in
Gandhinagar’s  high-security
zone on September 24.

This phase of the vatra will
start from Ambaji temple in
north Gujarat and cover 11 A
sembly constituencies in sc\%rx
Gujarat and Saurashtra.
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the BJP had announced that
Modj and the Gujarat BJP chief
will tour the state every week in
the hi-tech Swaraj Mazda rath.
However, today, Barot said this
phase will last only two days —
October 5 and 6 as the
Navratri festival begins on Qcto-
ber 7. He added that the fifth
phase will begin only after
Dussehra (October 15).
Firebrand BJP leader Uma
Bharti and party national gener-
al secretary Anita Arya are ex-
pected to be present to flag off

- the fourth phase of the yatra.

Even as the BJP today an-
nounced the date for the fourth
phase, Gujarat Congress chief
Shankersinh Vaghela attacked
the ruling party, claiming that

the state intelligence depart-
ment had alerted the govern-
ment about a possible terrorist
strike. To substantiate his
claim, Vaghela circulated two
“secret” documents warning
the government of possible ter-
rorist strikes after the post-
Godhra violence.

The chief minister had yes-
terday denied that the state gov-
ernment was given any specific
information about militants tar-
geting Gujarat.

Tearing Modi’s claim apart,
Vaghela showed an official letter
dated April 18, 2002, in which the
intelligence department has
specifically said places of wor-
ship of different communities

have become vulnerable. e
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SURAT, SEPT. 23. The Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, has sought to creat
yet another controversy on
population explosion but
insists that he is not hitting
out at the minorities.

From his now infamous
hum paanch, hamare pachhis
slogan that rocked the
political circles in the
national capital and the
National Commission for
Minorities, Mr. Modi has (\}\
now gone a step forward,
from pachhis (25) to chaso
pachhis (625). He broke |
sentence to make it cleg
to his audience. “Five if¥;
first generation to 25 in t
second and, may be, 625 in
the third.”

Unlike during the
Becharaji meeting in north
Gujarat where Mr. Modi
tried to pass on the paanch,
pachhis remark away from
the glare of the media and
initially had even tried to
deny the statement, during
the third-leg of the “gaurav

ftath yatra” through the

J,)south Gujarat region he
s

howed his penchant for

creating new controversies.
He even “alerted” the

media before making the
statement so that they did
not miss the point and later
“run for the tapes” as was
the case in the Becharaji
meeting. “Let the media

\\ record it carefully. There are

W

some people who believe in
increasing the population in
is country. From five, they
may multiply to 625 in the
hird generation,” he said.
But unlike in Becharaji, he
.emphasised that his
famments were not
specifically directed at any

i community, but at all those

-who were not practising the
. small family norm.

Mr. Modi, of course, also
dragged the Congress in. “A
country with a history of
5,000 years, India’s
population was 30 crores at
the time of Independence in
1947. But under 50 years of
the Congress rule, it went up
to 100 crores. What was the

Congress up to?”

He provided the answer
himself. The Congress
encouraged population
explosion to play its “vote
bank politics.”

To drive home his point,
he gave the example of
China. The small family
norm was being encouraged
there. “What is wrong in
talking about population
explosion that can only
create more slums, more
uneducated and more pick-
pockets,” he asked. “But the
Congress is not concerned.”

He also hit out at all those
who raked up a controversy
over his Becharaji speech.
“What is wrong is wrong. My
utterances on the small
family norm should not have
been given a communal
colour.”

Mr. Modi is deliberately
creating controversies to stay
in the limelight as he has
come to believe that the
more he is criticised by the
media, his political
opponents or even the
statutory bodies, the more

" Modi unfazed, now talks of ‘625’

the support he will garner
among the people in the
State. He said during his
Saurashtra leg of the “rath
yatra” that he “owed” the
media for the large
gatherings at his meetings.
“It is possibly the negative
image created by the media
that is drawing such large
crowds to my meetings,” he
had commented.

His remarks linking the
Vadodara riots of Friday
with the arrest in Lisbon of
Abu Salem also sparked a
controversy as Congress
leaders pointed out that the
riots were sparked at least a
couple of hours bhefore the
arrest of Salem became
public. They also criticised
the supporting statement by
the Vadodara Police
Commissioner, Deen Dayal
Tuteja, that police too were
investigating on this line.
Despite the criticism, Mr.,
Modi maintained that his
Government had
“information” to justify that
the Vadodara riots were
caused by the arrest.

—
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Bandh leads to Rs 1

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The Shiv Sena-Vishwa Hin-
du Parishad’s formidable bandh en-
forcement network in the city failed to
score a perfect ten on Thursday. While
the usual fear psychosis kept most peo-
ple indoors, several motorists ven-
tured out at the risk of their wind-
screens being smashed, office-goers
braved rail rokos, some trains and
flights operated and several shops re-
mained defiantly open. Loading and
unloading at the docks was also near-
normal.

The nationwide strike was called by
the VHP and supported by the Shiv
Sena in the state to protest the gunning
down of innocents at Gandhinagar’s
Swaminarayan temple on Tuesday.
BJP M.P. Kirit Somaiya described the
bandh as “total and spontaneous”.

Mumbai is estimated to have lost
more than a hundred crore rupees as a
result of the bandh, according to in-
dustry sources. The production loss
for the state was more than Rs 200
crore, while the figure for the country
as a whole was more than Rs 1,000
crore, said All India Association of In-
dustries president Vijay Kalantri.

Industry officials said that a simple
protest march would have saved crores
of rupees. CII estimates a loss for the
city alone at between Rs 120 crore and
Rs 130 crore. “Although we condemn
the attack on the Akshardham temple
in Gandhinagar, we strongly feel that
such events should not be politicised as
bandhs are not the right form of re-
sponse to an act of terrorism. Qur view
is that a deeper understanding among
cross-communities is required,” said
Confederation of Indian Industry’s
senior director Chandrajit Banerjee.

With few people making it to their
offices on Thursday, trading volumes
in the debt and forex markets were
thin. The stock markets fared a little
better and at the Bombay Stock Ex-
change, a block deal in ICICI Bank
shares worth Rs 1,300 crore helped the
exchange clock a turnover of close to
Rs 2,000 crore as opposed to an average
of Rs 1,000 crore.

Trains were stopped at 17 stations
across the city, stones were pelted and
the tyres of several BEST buses were
deflated, while two political workers
were injured in a clash at Jogeshwari.
VHP activists demonstrated outside

G

umbai paralysed but peaceful

&00 cr loss for nation, Rs 130 cr fgr city,

says industry

Santosh Bane

Shiv Sena and VHP activists block a train at Marine Lines station in Mumbai to enforce the bandh on Thursday.
(Below) Children peer out of their home in a Matunga slum to watch a rail roko in progress.

the US consulate on Thursday morn-
ing, protesting against the office being
open on the day of a national bandh.
The consulate closed for half an hour
on the advice of the police, spokesper-
son Elizabeth Corwin said.

In Jogeshwari, the clash took place
after the bandh-enforcers asked veg-
etable vendors to stop their business
and an altercation followed, a senior
police officer said. “The incident oc-
curred when an appeal by some of our
workers to participate in the bandh
was opposed by members of a particu-
lar community,” city unit BJP chief
Vinod Tawde said. However, Maha-
rashtra minister of state for home Kri-
pashankar Singh said the incident was
“not serious”.

Many offices and educational insti-
tutions remained closed on Thursday.”
Nearly 80 per cent of routine activity
was affected by the bandh, with two in-
cidents of stone throwing on city bus-

Shriram Vernekar

es in Nagpur in the last 24 hours,” ad-
ditional director general of police (law
and order) O.P. Bali said.

“There was heavy bandobast across

2/ SEP AN
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the state with additional security
forces being deployed in nearly 20 com-
munally sensitive zones in the state,”
he added. With the arrest of potential
trouble-makers hours before the
bandh began on Thursday morning.
the police administration ensured thai
there was no large- scale violence ot
stone-throwing in Maharashtra.

“Preventive arrests were carried out
to neutralise the trouble-makers. In
Mumbai alone, 246 persons were ar
rested while 1,250 persons were put be-
hind bars across the state,” deputy
chief minister Chhagan Bhujbal told
newspersons at a press conference
held in Mantralaya on Thursday.

The police also detained 125 persons
in Mumbai for playing an active role in
building tension in their areas. As
many as 90 of those detained were sub-
sequently released, Mr Bhujbal said.

@ Related report, pictures on Pages 3 & 5/



Gujarat bandh
“peaceful <,

Statesman News Service the temple attack was 32, including 29
civilians, one NSG commando.
GANDHINAGAR, Sept. 26. — In sharp The bandh in Ahmedabad and Gandhi-

contrast to the 28 February bandh after nagar was total. There was a thin atten-

the Godhra incident, today’s bandh called

by the VHP and
Shiv Sena in protest
against the killings
at the Swamina-
rayan Temple here
on Tuesday by mili-
tants, remained
peaceful and uneve-
ntful in Gujarat.
After the Gocdhra
incident, groups of
people,  wearing §
saffron scarves and §
carrying lathis, mo- §
ved around and po- §
lice remained mute
spectators.

The chief minis-
ter said: “There is
no communél back-
lash thanks to the
pseudo-secularists §
who after thz terror

refrained  from

strikes at tle Aks- THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY: Two men in front ¢
hardham Temple a closed shopin Daryapur, Ahmedabad. — AFP

dance in government offices and banks.

Public transport re-
mained off the road

and most of the ’

shopping complexes

i were closed. Sch-

ools were closed
despite the ongo-
ing examinations.
In the industrial
area here, bandh
supporters forcibly
closed factories.
Naroda-Patiya
and Gulbarg Soci-

 cty arcas looked like
| ghost towns. People,

who had returned to

¥ these places. had

fled the areas on

{ Wednesday night.

Reports  from
other cities in the
state indicated that
the situation by
and large was
peaceful. But in

using abuswe language against any Surat, two stabbing incidents were

particular community. And this has

helped me.”

The Cente today said the death toll in

reported. One incident of violence was
also reported in Ahmedabad.

Turn to page 4

——

_ the ambassador car used by |

Lashkar
handY
suspected

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 26. —
Preliminary  investigations
and the modus operandi of
the militants who attacked the
Akshardham temple on Tues-
day indicate that they might
have belonged to the Paki-
stan-based Lashkar-e-Taiyaba.
A home ministry official
said off the record: “Though
the identity of the two mili- !
tants has not been ascer-
tained, the modus operandi
of the militants bore a dis-
tinct signature of Lashkar.”
Their training, weapons used,
the way they targeted women
and children and tried to mis-
lead investigative agencies by
planting letters in their own .
pockets werc the indicators.
Intelligence agencies and |
police arg piecing together |
the leads. A hunt is on for

the ultras. The sleuths are on
the lookout for - associates
who could have given shelter -
and logistic support to the
terrorists. A conclusion can |
be reached only after such ‘
an accomplice is nabbed.
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// AKSHARDHAM ATTACK / VHP LEADER TALKS OF ‘INVADING PAK.

Gujarat alert against violence !

By Our Specnal Correspondent

\ AHMEDABAD, SEPT. 25. The Army has been
alerted to stand by for deployment in some
sensitive areas of Ahmedabad and other
parts of Gujarat today in view of the terror-
i ist attack on the Akshardham temple and
} the Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s call for a
| “Bharat bandh”” tomorrow.

[ The State Cabinet which met in Gand-
|

|

hinagar under the chairmanship of the
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi, also re-
viewed the law and order situation and de-
t cided to take all steps to prevent the
| recurrence of any post-Godhra vioience.
' The VHP international general secretary,
| Pravin Togadia, demanded the immediate
i “declaration of a war” against Pakistan and
refused to guarantee that the “Bharat
bandh” would not repeat the post-Godhra
violence. ““I am not an astrologer, [ cannot
guarantee what will happen tomorrow,” he
said but added that the VHP had appealed
for a protest in a “peaceful, democratic
way.” There could not be violence in de-
mocracy but how the people would react to
the dastardly act, "'l cannot say,” he said.
Unlike the “Gujarat bandh” in protest
against the Godhra carnage, the ruling BjP
this time has not extended its support, nor

has the Pramukhswami of the, Swamina-
rayan sect whose temple was under the
siege of the terrorists.

But the Shree Mahagujarat Sant Samiti
has reacted to the attack strongly, calling
the Deputy Prime Minister, L. K. Advani,
“ineffective.” “He merely kept talking of a
final assault on the terrorist state but could
not prevent the killing of Hindus at any
place.

In a joint statement distributed at the
VHP office, the Samiti said that Mr. Advani
had no right to talk of a Ram temple since
he had failed to protect Hindus after seek-
ing votes in the name of the Ayodhya issue.

Describing the attack on Akshardham as
an “attack on Hindu culture and tradi-
tions,” Mr. Togadia asked all the political
parties, particularly the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance, the Congress and the
CPIM) to decide once and for all whether
they would remain “accessories” to more
Akshardham attacks or wanted to strike at
the root of terrorism. He said more Godhras
and Akshardhams would be repeated all
over the country if the “pseudo-secularists”
did not mend their ways and stop “pamper-
ing the minorities” that encouraged them
into more such acts.

Quoting Mr. Advani's statement that the

Akshardham attack was the fallout of the
successful polling in Jammu and Kashmir,
Mr. Togadia said the only solution to the
problem was an immediate “invasion and
destruction of Pakistan”. Otherwise such
explanations would put the Central Gov-
ernment leaders to “public ridicule”.

He exhorted Hindus in Gujarat not to feel
guilty about the post-Godhra violence un-
der pressure from the “pseudo-secularists”
and asked Hindus in the rest of the country
to display “similar valour.”

A large number of Muslim organisations
in the State, including the Tazia Committee
have strongly condemned the attack in the
Akshardham temple and asked the Centre
to give permission to Muslims in India to
“invade and destroy all terrorist training
centres across the border and even finish
Pakistan.”

Meanwhile, the “Gujarat bandh’ call giv-
en by the Pradesh Congress in protest
against the Akshardham attack evoked little
response. Most of the shops and main mar-
ket places remained open and the offices
functioned normally. The PCC spokesman,
Hasmukh Patel, however, claimed a “good
response”’ to the call.
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end temple terror

Times News NETWORK AND AGENCIES

Gandhinagar: A team of the National
Security Guards on Wednesday morn-
ing gunned down the two terrorists who
had stormed the Akshardham temple
here, ending a 15-hour siege that Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee de-
scribed as “part of a well-planned con-
spiracy”.

Two NSG commandos were also
killed during the five-hour-long opera-
tion. While one died in the shoot-out, an-
other succumbed to his injuries in hos-
pital. A state police commando was also
killed. Four NSG commandos, a BSF
jawan and six State Reserve Police per-
sonnel were injured.

Identical notes found on both mili-
tants said they belonged to the ‘Tehreek-
e-Kasas' and were avenging the recent
communal riots. The police are still to
find any other leads to this obscure or-
ganisation.

“Some days ago, our enemy spoke of
Gujarat in the United Nations,” deputy
Prime Minister [..K. Advani said with-
out naming Gen Pervez Musharraf.
“This shows they had been hatching a

pathl

raisins §nd almonds were also found on
the terrdrists.

Brig. Sitapathi admitted it was
“tough” cornering the two young mili-
tants. “The ingenuity shown while
throwing grenades indicates that both
militants were trained in guerilla war-
fare,” he said.

The Prime Minister, who visited the
temple during the day, said, “This type
of terrorist attack will have to be ruth-
lessly curbed. If this is not done, it will
lead to retaliation in some other form.
The vengeful chain reaction has to be
rooted out at any cost.”

He said terrorism could not be per-
manently fought through violent means.
“There is a need for communal amity
and political consensus to create a con
dition to fight it.” he added.

Congress president Sonia Gandhi
who also visited the temple on Wednes
day, said, “All necessary measure:
should be taken to ensure that such ter
rorist acts do not recur in a religiou
place.”

plan for quite some time and the attack
was carried out to execute this plot,” he
said.

Seventy NSG commandos took part in
the counter-assault. which began at
about 2.35 a.m. Before storming the tem-
ple, the commandos studied a model of
the shrine kept in one of the offices in
the complex.

Throughout the night, the deafening
sound of bullets, grenades and rocket-
launchers left curious onlookers frozen.
Not used to this kind of situation, they
ignored the authorities’ warnings to
switch off headlights and vehicle en-
gines, to keep noise levels low and to
crouch as far as possible.

Ignoring warnings, volunteers braved
through the security cordon to supply
refreshments to the CRPF and BSF
jawans taking part in the operation.

As the attacks intensified, the blasts
became louder. Rumours abounded with
early reports suggesting the presence of
six terrorists, which later tapered down
to four, then three and finally two.

By dawn, the scene of action shifted
towards Gate no 7 on the west side,
where the terrorists were hiding. The
real action began at about 5 a.m. on
Wednesday, after three powerful blasts,
and by 5.45 a.m., both militants lay dead,
taking the toll in the entire siege to 39.

“They had 20 to 25 Austrian-made
plastic grenades and 180 rounds of am-
munition--six AK-47 magazines with

Police clueless
ahout gunmen

Times News NETWORK

Gandhinagar: A little-known out-
fit called Tehreek-e-Kasas Gujarat
(roughly equivalent to ‘Movement
for Revenge in Gujarat’) is believed
to be behind the dastardly attack on
the Akshardham temple.
Documents found in the pockets
of the two terrorists who were
gunned down by NSG commandos ..
on Wednesday morning suggest
that they were out to avenge the
killings during the communal riots
in Gujarat earlier this year. !
Brigadier Raj Sitapati of the
NSG, who led the operation, said
two letters handwritten in black ink
in Urdu had been found from the |
pockets of the two clean-shaven ter-
rorists, one of whom was 20 and the |
other 23 years of age. The contents |
of the two letters were the same. j
The letter. a copy of which is
available with The Times of India.
“is addressed to the thousands of
conscienceless enemies of the Mus-
lims of India".
Gujarat DG K. Chakravarthi said
the police had never heard of this
organisation before.

each terrorist,” said Brigadier Raj Sita-

[—
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, h led the NSG operation.
Emengency rations like choc es.
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Jaitley, Sibal
collide in’ coﬂﬁ%

over Gujarat

R. VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, Sept. 19: It was the
BJP versus the Congress in the
Supreme Court today.

Continuing its arguments be-
fore the five-judge Constitution
bench presided over by Chief
Justice B.N. Kirpal, the BJP con-
tended that the Election Com-
mission had no authority to
postpone elections in Gujarat.
The Congress said there is no ex-
press provision in the Constitu-
tion fixing a limit within which
the polls had to be conducted.

Resuming arguments for the
BJP, its spokesman and former
Union law minister Arun Jaitley
said the “EC (Election Commis-
sion) cannot take upon itself the
power of deferring the polls
which is not cast upon it under
Article 324 of the Constitution”.

Unfettered powers to the poll
panel would “defeat the scheme
of the Constitution” that enjoin-
ed upon the commission mere
authority for “conduct, superin-
tendence and directing” elec-
tions and nothing beyond that,
Jaitley said. He wanted the apex
court to give a clear definition of
Article 324, lest it led to “consti-
tutional crises in future also”.

Jaitley argued that an Asse-
mbly, after its dissolution, has to
be convened within six months
of its last sitting under Article
174 so that a “responsive govern-
ment is in place which is accoun-
table to the House of people. A
reasonable concession would be
to start the poll process within
the six month time limit and
conduct the election as provided
under the Representation of
People’s Act, which gives five we-
eks’ time to complete the entire
electoral process”.

Counsel and Congress Rajya
Sabha member Kapil Sibal said:
“If election in an extraordinary
situation could not be held with-
in the six-month time-frame, the
EC had the power to defer the
process beyond that limit.”

-

Sibal pointed to the poll pan-
el’sorder to argue that the electi-
ons could not be held in Gujarat
due to the riots and that the revi-
sed electoral rolls were rendered
“inoperable” due to the clashes.

“There is no express provi-
sion in the Constitution for hold-
ing elections within a particular
time-frame as Article 174 only
talked about a six-month maxi-
mum time limit between two sit-
tings of the Assembly and not
about how the polls should be
conducted,” Sibal said. ’

He supported the commis-
sion’s view that President’s rule
was an alternative and there was
nothing to fear that a “constitu-
tional impasse” would be perpet-
uated. However, when Sibal said
Article 356 was invoked to im-
pose President’s rule in various
states more than “40 times” so
far, the judges observed: “Let’s
not go into the political arend”.

Sibal continued to contend
that the presidential reference
was a “motivated slant” and it
should be returned unanswered.
Solicitor-General Harish Salve
objected to the expressions “mo-
tivated” and “slant” used abaut
the highest constitutional au
thority.

The judges asked Sibal to ap-
ply restraint. “Don’t take such
an extreme view,” the said. “Lo-
ok at the document, it is signed
by the highest constitutional au-
thority. We have to proceed on
the basis of that. It has been refe-
rred to us,” said the chief justice.

Sibal clarified that his com-
ments were not aimed at the of-
fice of the President and were re-
lated to the context of the ques-
tions framed and the manner in
which the Centre handled the
issue.

Outside the court, Sibal said:
“I have not attributed any mo-
tive to the President for whom
we have great regard. All
that I said was that the govern-
ment order is signed by a ‘titu-
lar’ head.” /
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" Bumpy road ahead for rath

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ahmedabad, Sept. 19: When
Narendra Modi’s Gaurav Yatra
rolls again on Saturday through
south Gujarat, it will have to bar-
rel through a wave of protest and
negotiate a slippery stretch of
scam-induced muck.

Irked by the low power sub-
sidy announced by the govern-
ment, the hostile weavers of
south Gujarat have decided to
greet the Gaurav rath with
protests. They are feeling let
down by the Modi regime as it
gave only a 10 per cent subsidy
after promising 30 per cent relief
in power tariff for the power-
loom industry.

The Congress is backing the
weavers to the hilt and is sure to
rake up the issue more than once
before the elections. The third
phase of the yatra that will tra-
verse 16 tribal-dominated seg-
ments after the kickoff from
Unai’s Sita Mata temple seems
set to provide the Congress with
another stick to beat the BJP.

Two scam-tainted conveners,

appointed by the party [T}
for this leg of the con-
troversial “journey of
pride”, have become a
source of acute em-
barrassment for Modi.
State BJP secretary
and co-convener Jaya-
nti Kevat from Nav-
sariisone of the direc-
tors of the Navsari
People’s Co-operative
Bank, which lost Rs 23
crore in the Home-
Trade scam. A complaint has
been lodged against Kevat and
the other directors with Navsari
police.

The other co-convener, C.R.
Patil, owes Rs 48 crore to the Dia-
mond Jubilee Cooperative Bank.
He defaulted on his payment, re-
sulting in the bank going bust on
August 26. It is under an RBI-ap-
pointed administrator now.

While the state government
is contemplating legal action
against Patil, Gaurav Yatra con-
vener Jayanti Barot said he was
not aware of his dealings. “It is
only after media revorts that I

Modi

learnt about it,” he told
reporters. Barot
claimed that the party
had picked him three
months ago as he was a
loyal worker.

Patil was absolutely
nonchalant about his
repayment problems.
He claimed that he had
not committed any ir-
regularity, any crime.
“I'm a businessman
and like every busi-
nessman, I have taken a loan. I
have not committed any fraud. I
have not submitted forged docu-
ments. Nobody should blame me.
I have just take a loan, which I
will repay. That’s it,” he said.

However, a section in the BJP,
owing loyalty to Union textile
minister Kashiram Rana, south
Gujarat’s strongman, maintains
that the persons involved in the
bank scams should come clean.
They should explain their con-
duct not only to depositors, but
even to party supporters, who
will otherwise lose confidence in
the party.
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Rana’s Mfeel the

BJP should also rethink the ac-
tive involvement of scam-taint-
ed party functionaries in impor-
tant programmes like the Gau-
rav Yatra as it sends out wrong
signals.

State BJP chief Rajendras-
inh Rana admitting that the
party is uncomfortable with the
tainted conveners, but pleaded
helplessness. “There is nothing
we can do about it at this junc-
ture. The issue has been brought
to my notice and I will look into
it. But right now, I cannot change
the conveners as the yatra is to
begin on Saturday and there is
no time to find replacements.”

Patil’s, a fund-raiser for the
BJP, is arag-to-riches story — he
rose from a constable in Surat
police to chairman of the Gujar-
at Industrial Development Corp-
oration. He is chairman of Guja-
rat Alkalies and Chemical Limit-
ed and owns a cable channel, Eye
Witness, and a newspaper, Nav-
gujarat Times. Besides, he has
four processing units in Surat.
Patil took Rs 48 crore as loan./




‘/Gujarat denies possessing recordings of Modi’s speeches

- Rush to bury tape slip

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ahmedabad, Sept, 19: A casual
remark by government
spokesman Purshottam Rupala
about handing over the Modi
“tapes” has created confusion in
the Gujarat home department.
Additional chief secretary
(home) Ashok Narayan today
denied that the department pos-
sessed audiotapes of Narendra
Modi’s controversial anti-minor-
ity speech, where he had describ-
ed relief camps as breeding cen-
tres. So, there was no question of
handing them over to the Nation-
al Commission for Minorities,
which had asked the govern-
ment to submit a text of the chief
minister’s September 9 speech.
Rupala today said he was
“misquoted”. He said he had

made a casual remark to a re- .

porter and claimed that he had
never said the government had
the tapes. “I had only said that
the government has nothing to
hide. If we have the tapes we
have no objection to hand them
over to the National Commis-
sion for Minorities or any other
agency. Since we do not have
tapes, there is no question of
handing them over to any
agency,” he said.

Yesterday, the state govern-
ment, after steadfastly denying
the existence of the tapes, had
admitted that audiotapes of
Modi’s speech were in its posses-
sion. “We can make it (the tape)
public. We have no intention to
hide anything. If anyone asks for
the tape we can give it,” Rupala
was quoted as saying.

The admission came close on
the heels of the transfer of three
top intelligence officials. They
were shunted out after a televi-
sion channel aired the chief
minister’s speech.

HE TES

Nafisa Ali leads a march in New Delhi against Narendra Modi’s speeches. (PTI)

“We are still verifying the au-
thenticity of the audiotape aired
by a TV channel,” a top official of
the home department said.

The official denied that the
three senior IPS officers were
transferred because of the al-
leged leak of the tapes as well as
a sensitive internal document
that had warned of the danger-

A
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ous fallout of Modi’s speech.
“The transfers were routine,”
the officer said. He, however, ad-
mitted that the transfer of the
additional director-general of
police (intelligence), R.B. Sriku-
mar, who had taken charge on
April 7, had come too early.
Governor Sundar Singh
Bhandari today termed as “base-

less, imaginary and surprising”’
reports in a section of the media -
that he had sought videotapes.of .
Modi’s controversial speeches
during the Gaurav Yatra.

The Governor also denied
having met any reporters or hav-
ing discussed the yatra during
his visit to Shirdi in Maharash-
tra yesterday.
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Gujarat Govt ready to make
- Modi tape public
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AHMEDABAD, SEPT\:lS After con-
sistently maintaining that there
was no audio tape of the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Mo-
di's controversial anti-minority
rernarks, the State Government
said today that it was willing to
make it public.

“We can make it (the tape)
public, we have no intention to
hide anything. If anyone asks
for the tape we can give it,” the
Government spokesman, Pur-
shiottam Rupala, told pressper-
sons. The apparent change of
tact came close on the heels of
the transfer of three top State
intelligence officials on Tuesday

after the leak of a departmental
letter warning of a “dangerous
fallout” of Mr. Modi’s inflam-
matory speeches and airing of
the tape by a TV channel on
Sunday.

Bhandari to review tapes

A report from Kopargaon,
Maharashtra, quoted the Guja-
rat Governor, Sundersingh
Bhandari, as saying that he had
asked for the video tapes from
the television channels con-
cerned that aired Mr. Modi's
speech made during the ‘gaurav
rath yatra’. Talking to pressper-

sons at Shirdi, about 8 km fromr

AL FINTOTS

here, he said that though the |
Opposition parties had not |
lodged complaints against Mr.
Modi’s statement, precaution
should be taken by political par-
ties and social organisations to
prevent recurrence of violence.

The Godhra massacre had al-
ready maligned the image of the
country, he said, and expressed
hope that in future Mr. Modi
would not make controversial |
comments against the minori- |
ties. He said rehabilitation of |

the quake-affected people was " '

being carried out by the State
Government and social organi- f‘
sations. — PTI “



Modi boot for
senior Guj arat
IB officials '

Rathin Das/Vinay Menon
Gandhinagar/New Delhi,
September 18

LATE ON Tuesday night, the Gu-
jarat Government passed orders
to transfer three senior officers
of the State Intelligence Bureau.
Additional DG Intelligence, RB
Shreekumar, DIG P Radhakrish-
nan and SP Sanjeev Bhatt have
been transferred out of their de-
partment.

Officially the transfers are rou-
tine, but the unofficial — and im-
mediate — cause was a letter the
Intelligence Bureau wrote to Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary Ashok
Narain last week, contradicting a
statement Chief Minister Naren-
dra Modi made to the National
Commission on  Minorities,
where he denied having a record-
ing of a speech he had made at
Becharji on September 9, the sec-
ond day of the Gaurav Yatra.

The commission had asked
him for the recording after the
media quoted parts of Modi's
speech which were anti-Muslim.
The bureau's letter said they did
have a recording of the speech,
which did, indeed, have anti-
Muslim remarks.

But even before the letter,
Shreekumar had already offend-
ed Modi. He had met Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) JM
Lyngdoh when the latter was
touring the State to assess its
readiness for elections.

While other officials, includ-
ing Chief Secretary Subba Rao
and DG K Chakravarti, told Lyn-
gdoh that the post-Godhra riots
had been limited to certain pock-
ets of the State and that "nor-
mality" had returned, Shreeku-
mar contradicted them, saying

Narendra Modi
In hitback mode

154 of the 182 districts of Gujarat
had been affected by the riots
and there was still an "undercur-
rent of fear and tension preva-
lent".

He also said there was still no
amicable interaction between
Hindus and Muslims in the
State, despite the lull in violence.

Ahmedabad Police Commis-
sioner KR Kaushik, who had
been brought in by KPS Gill,
backed Shreekumar's state-
ments to the EC.

Once the EC returned to Del-
hi, it named and quoted Shree-
kumar and Kaushik in the re-
port it prepared on Gujarat, and
said the State was not ready for
early elections. The report, sub-
mitted to the SC, made a point of
the fact that the two officials
gave the EC the true picture,
even though their seniors were
toeing the Government's line.

Even before the meeting with
the CEC, Shreekumar and his
team had given several Intelli-
gence reports naming VHP, Ba-
jrang Dal and BJP activists for
their roles in the riots.

See also report on Page 7
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At home, Modi rev
, he plays to crow %n

SEPTEMBER 17

1 On last day of phase II
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N THE conclud-

ing day of the

Gaurav  Yatra’s

second phase,
Narendra Modimade his pride
more than apparent. Using the
religious card to whip up senti-
ments, Modi went on the offen-
sive in Rajkot and Jamnagar
districts.

“During the riots, did any of
you bum down shops?” he
asked. A loud no came from
the crowd. “Did you kill peo-
ple?” Again a roar went up.
“No.”“Isn’t there peace inyour
village?” Yes, said the crowd.

That was when Modi
played his card: “But people in
Delhi don’t think so. They say
you are arsonists, rapists, killers.
‘Youmust reply to this.”

That was enough to get
crowds in every village rooting
for the caretaker Chief Minis-
ter. But Modiwas careful not to
overstep: In Rajkot’s Dhoraj,
which saw violence post-
Godhra, he did not ask any
such question.

The VHP and Bajrang Dal
had organised a major show of
might in Dhoraji, which has a
Congress MLA — Vithal
Radadia. Though the rally at-
tracted a 10,000-strong crowd,
Muslims, half the town’s 25,000
populace, stayed away.

But with the area being a
BIJP bastion, Modi’s Yatra was
received by large crowds every-
where. Modi also continued his
Congress-bashing and raised
the Narmada issue — but only
where he was sure that the
problemwasnot acute.

While the crowds lent an
ear to the Congress- and Sonia-
bashing, there was not much re-
sponse to his “Narmade-Sar-
vade” sloganin many areas.

“We have been hearing of
Narmada water since years,
Still, there’s no sign of it. I think
we will not see it before next
year,” Kalubhai Goganbhai, a
farmer at Jam Jodhpur said. “T
think the water will take some
time to reach here. It is too early
to celebrate,” Rasikbhai, an-

VHP and Bajrang Dal put.up
a major show of strength in
Rajkot district. Parish Joshi

other farmer, said.

InBhanvad, where drinking
water is supplied from bores,

said.

jarat like this.”

Modi’s claims of bringing
Narmada water were met with
stoic silence here since itwasa
“dry day” in Moti Paneli which
receives wateronce in2days for

15 minutes. “Modi will come
and go but our problem will re-

main,” Ajay Lakhani, a jew- |

ellery shop owner, said.

Earlier at the Junagadh Cir-
cuit House, Modirefusedtoan-
swer queries on his reported
anti-minority remarks at Bec-
ahraji. “State BIP chief Rajen-

drasinh Rana has made

enough statements on this,” he

said. Ontapes of the speech, he

said: “If there are any tapesthey

have been sent to Delhi.”

Earlier, in Moti Paneli, Jin-
nah’sbirthplace, on the edge of ;
Rajkot district, Modi also took
on Pakistan President General
PervezMusharraf’sstatements
at the UN General Assembly.
“Standing here at the birthplace
of Jinnah, I challenge Pakistan.
and Musharraf to malign Gu- :

Final rounds to go
to tribals,

the mood was similar. “Water
will reach here in October next
year. The pipelinesare yettobe
laid. T talk of Narmada so
early..,” Madar Bapu, a local,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT/AHMEDABAD,
SEPTEMBER 17

FORGET KHAM. For
Chief - Minister
Narendra Modi relies more
on his KHAW — Kshatriya,

! caretaker

— vote-bank. His Gaurav Ya-
tracovered the Kshatriya- and
Dalit-dominated seats in the
first two phases. Now, phases
"I and IV will concentrate on
tribals and women.

The third leg will com-
mence from Unai Mata tem-
ple in tribal Valsad district on
i September 21. And the fourth
—thatkicks off on September
28 from Ambaji — will woo
i women. The party has organ-
i ised a women’s convention at
Ambgjithatday.

The third leg will cover the
entire tribal south Gujarat. On
the inaugural day, a public
: rallywill be hiéld at Unai.
Jayanti Kevat, a convenor
¢ of the south Gujarat phase of
i the Yatra, says, “We are plan-
i ning a big rally at Unai. One
i lakh people are expected.”
¢ “We are targetting people
i according to their areas. First

Harijan, Adivasi and Women

yinds
B\JP bés 'n

L

women

Curfew in Borsad

1 AHMEDABAD: An indefi-
nite curfew was clamped in
Borsad town of Anand district
onTuesday after clashes be-
“teen two communities, po-
lioo said. Curfew was imposed
at10.15.am shortly after the
 clashesinjured six policemen,
 Including an inspector, police
said. A police party rushed o
1he spot atter getting informa-
tion that fwo groups wére,

juringsixofthem, -

in Phagvel, there were the ba-
pus, then Dalits in the next °
phase and in south Gujarat, !
the tribals. That is the reason
why we have selected interior
areas,” says C.R. Patil, another
convenor.

_ BIP’'s Ahmedabad city

. unit chief Mayaben Kodnani
-said the Ambaji function “will

be flagged off by BIP natjonal
chief of women’s cellKanta
Nalavade”. .
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CONGMEN WEAR ITALIAN SPECTACLES, MISS GUJARAT'S PRIDE’

Aml Rana in Phagvel

Sept. 8. — Mr Narendra Modi today
said the Gaurav yatra would wash away
the daag (blot) on Gujarat’s pride.
Speaking at a function marking the
beginning of the yatra here, the chief
minister harped on his pet theme -
“conspiracy to tarnish Gujarat’s image”.
He referred to Mahatma Gandhi

Modi use
to at_t

<7

Italian spflct&cle

“Wherever* th Congress leaves, the
BJP will fill the place,” Mr Modi said,
referring to the trip of Mr Shankersinh
Vaghela and Congressimen to the same
site last week. The Congress” “dream of
getting to Gandhinagar from Godhra will
not be fulfilled”, Mr Modi told thousands
of party workers. He took a jibe at those
who garlanded and felicitated those held

for the first time and took a dig at

“Italy ki beti”
till now generally stopped at Sardar
Patel. Today, while referring to state’s
pride, he asked: “How can Gujarat
forget that this was the birthplace of
Gandhiji and Sardar Patel.”

Quoting Gandhiji in his own way, =

Mr Medi said the Mahatma had
wanted the Whites to leave the country.
“You" (Congresshen) have got Ttaly ki
beti, you should be ashamed.” He hit
back at the Congressmen who called the
Gaurav yatra as “sharam yatra”. He said:
“The Congress party should be ashamed
of dividing the country. You could not
save Mahatma Gandhi and two Prime
Ministers... That Kashmir was divided is

a matter of same for the Congress.”
Throwing a challenge to Mrs Sonia
Gandbhi, the chief minister said “Italy ki
‘beti” should come to Gujarat and say
what she has to against Gujarat’s pride.
Congressmen couldn’t see “Gujarat’s
gaurav’ because

. Mr Modi’s references © -

“you are wearing

" 10 Mrs Gandhi’s poser —

say'what she has to agamst
the state’s pride

for the Godhra massacre.

Elaborating on his conspiracy theory,
he started with the rumours about plague
in Surat some years ago. Then the
environment lobby tried its best to stop
the Narmada dam project on the grounds
of ecological degradation and tribals]
displacement. “What is this thinking”, he
wondered. He also mentioned the charge
that the people of Gujarat were stealing
the relief material for earthquake victims.
“There was no sympathy for the dead,
instead Ttalv ki beti described the
Gujaratis as chor (thieves) who stole
biscuits and Bisleri bottles”, Mr Modi
said. “I warn you, now there will be no

THP STATFSMA:

S yatra
ack Sonia,

? C‘\/V") N

mor tolerance the Gujaratis want to live
with pride and efforts to denigrate the
state will be met with force.”

For Mr Modi the “conspiracy” included
the article of “a Narmada Virodhi behn”
who said that a relative of Ehsan Jaffri,
the Congress MP killed in the riots, was
repeatedly raped, and the injustices which
the “Nehru parivar” had done to Sardar
Patel and Morarji Desai, both Gujaratis.

When the Jagannath yatra went
off peacefully, the Congressmen
< sought “Madam’s” help. Refemng
“which
- political party does Jagannata
belong to”— Mr Modi said: “She
does not even know that Jagannath
is a God and not a BJP worker.”
During the Congress president’s
trip to Porbandar “she referred to
Gandhiji three times and to Godse 13
times. She does not know that
Porbandar is Gandhiji’s birthplace”.

Mr Modi thanked Mrs Gandhi for
g,etting the Gaurav yatra postponed in
July. “We now have a good monsoon and
there is Narfnada water in the Sabarmati.”

On cow-slaughter, Mr Modi asked
whether Mrs Gandhi was ready to
become a follower of Bhatiji Maharaj and
ban cow-slaughter in Congress-run states.

Appealing to BIP workers to remain
calm, despite being provoked by
Congressnien, Mr Modi said what was
important was not the chief minister's
chair or the BJP, but “Gujarat’s pride”.

e
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“SUPREME COURT CURBS AMBIT OF REFERENCE

EC for year-end

"Gu

NEW DELHI, Sept. 2. — -
Commission has clarified that it3eses to hold the
Assembly polls in Gujarat in Novémber-December,
the Supreme Court (coram, Kirpal, CJ, Khare, Pas-
ayat, Bhan, Balakrishnan, JJ) today observed that it
would now deal with only the legal issues arising

. the Election

arat

9\/1 %0’

polls

advance, so that the parties could get them.

The court decided to simultaneously deal with a
public interest litigation that sought a ruling on
whether there was any time-limit on a chief
‘minister functioning in a caretaker’s capacity after
the Assembly had been dissolved. The petition says
the Constitution has no provision for a caretaker
chief minister after the Assembly is dissolved.

from the Pres-dent’s reference
under Article 143 and not
concern itself with Gujarat-
specific matters.

“Gujarat is not an issue be-
fore us,” the five-member
Constitution Bench said. It
also made it clear that it
wouldn’t be able to give its
opinion on the presidential
reference quickly enough to
enable a new Legislature to
be in place by early October
— as desired by the state
government.

Senior counsel Mr KK Ve-
nugopal, representing the
poll panel gave the tentative
timeframe for the elections.

The clarification from the
EC’s counsel came during
some wrangling over fixing the
schedule for hearings on the
presidential reference. The
Chief Justice observed that
the EC order of 16 August (by
which the demand for an early
poll was rejected) was not
categorical: were the polls
being planned for November-
December or would a sche-
dule be considered at the time?

Polls were planned for No-
vember-December, Mr Venu-
gopal said. The language used
in the poll panel order refer-

% 7. DO

ken, including a revision of the
electoral rolls, for which an
accepted timeframe existed.
The court’s observation
that it would not be able to
complete the hearing before
the October-deadline was

Naiduspeak

HYDERABAD, Sept. 2. — Mr Chan-
drababu Naidu, celebrating his seven
years as chief minister, told partymen
here today that the BJP was yet to evolve
a developmental agenda for the country.
He also said Dr Abdul Kalam was
turning out to be a good “counter-check”
to the BJP at a time when it was reviving
its Hindutva agenda, addmg that this
would invite trouble for the
On Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s political acu-
men, Mr Naidu said: “She is not able to
learn or understand to develop a prop-
er perspective. Her hollowness as a
leader is being eéxposed”. Calling the
BJP-led coalition flat-footed, he said:
“Mr Vajpayee is a very goodman . but
is unable to display, a sense 'of urgeney
or a sense of speed.” — SNS
Details.on page 6

Mr Chandrababu Naidy: Piain talk

The Chief Justice, Mr BN
Kirpal, said that during the
hearings the court would not
go into questions of fact and
the ground situation in Guja-
rat. It would proceed on the
presumption that the EC’s
assessment was “correct”,

Solicitor-General Mr Harish
Salve, who represented the
Centre, wanted the matter to
be dealt with quickly. He felt
the arguments could be
concluded within two weeks.
The court said: “It will be our
endeavour to give an opinion
on the presidential reference
as expeditiously as possible”
But “if you think a decision
can be given by 2 October, it
is impossible for all practical
purposes.”

Would it be possible to
complete the hearings by 1
November? asked Mr Kapil
Sibal, Congress’ senior coun-
sel. The court would sit for only
24 days between now and that
date, he said. Since the issues
raised in the reference were
serious, all concerned should
be permitted their full say.

The three questions on
which the President sought
the opinion of the Supreme
Court were:

- B Is Article 17 subject to

the decision of the Election
Commission under Article
324 as to the schedule of
elections to the Assembly?

® Can the Election Comme
ission frame a schedule for
elections to an Assembly on

also made during the discussion on the schedule
for the hearings.

Fixing 17 September as the date when hearing
will start on submissions on the quenes raised by -

the President, the Bench declined to impose any
deadline on the proceedings, saying it wished to
deal with the matter as expeditiously as possible. It
asked counsel to make their written submissions in

TME STATESMA®

the premise that any infraction of the mandate of
Article 174 would be remedied by a resort to
Atrticle 356 by the President?

# ]s the Election Commission under a duty to
carry out the mandate of Article 174 by drawing
upon all the requisite resources of the Union and
the State to ensure free and fair elections?

Vaghela one up on Modi, page 6/
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MOVE TO AVOID CONFRONTATION WITH WAGHELA

Modi pos

By Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR, SEPT. 1. In a bid to

avoid a confrontation with the
supporters of the Gujarat pra-
desh Congress president, Shan-
karsinh Waghela, the Gujarat
Chief Minister. Narendra Modi,
has postponed his “Gaurav Rath
Yatra” to September 7.

Mr. Modi indicated his “uni-
lateral decision” to postpone
the rath yatra by four days in a
letter to Mr. Waghela in which
he also wished him “ali suc-
cess” in the September 3 cere-
mony at the Bhathiji Maharaj
temple at Phagwel village from
where the Chief Minister was al-
so scheduled to launch his rath
vatra the same day.

Mr. Modi’s decision came in
the wake of a threat by Mr.
Waghela to launch o 24-hour
hunger strike in front of the
Bhathiji temple tomorrow in

protest against the “misuse’” of

Government machinery to ha-
rass him and prevent his sup-
porters from converging at the
village for the ceremony.
Surprisingly, even the State
BJP president, Rajendrasinh Ra-

na, who is due to accompanv
Mr. Modi in the rath yatra, and
the chiet co-ordinator of the
programme, Javantibhai Barot,
MP. were caught unawares
about the Chief Minister’s sud-
den decision. Minutes before
the announcement by the Chief
Minister’s office, Mr. Rana, who
was in his home town of Bhav-
nagar, insisted that there was no
change in the schedule and the
party would go ahead with the
programme “come what may.”
Mr. Barot himself was away in
Phagwel giving final touches for
the launching of the rath vatra.

Both the Chief Minister's Of-
fice and the party claimed that
there had been pressure from
the central high command to
re-schedule the rath vatra and
the decision had been taken by
Mr. Modi on his own “in the
larger interest of the unity of the
people in the State and main-
taining peace and tranquillity.”

In a joint statement, Mr. Rana
and the party's newly-appoint-
ed general-secretary, Bhupen-
drasinh Chudasma, said a large
number of “sadhus and sants,”
some prominent citizens and
others had expressed concern
over the worsening situation in
Phagwel and on their advice Mr.
Modi unilaterally decided to
postpone the rath yatra.

Mr. Modi in his letter to Mr.
Waghela also said that he was
taking the decision because
many “sadhus” and well-wish-
ers had been feeling uncomfort-
able over the developments
following parallel ceremonies of
the BJP and the supporters of
the Congress president, Sonia
Gandhi, which prompted him
to take the decision. In a dig at
Mr. Waghela, Mr. Modi in his

vl

pones rath yatra

letter said he was praying to
God to grant him the “strength
to follow a path of truthfuiness
and honour democratic values
in future.” He made it clear that
he believed that Mr. Waghela
had chalked out the programme
much after his rath yatra date
was announced, to stall the BIP
programme in an undemocratic
manner. But, he said, he was
“making the way clear for him
for a successful ceremony at the
temple on September 3, and
added that Mr. Waghela would

be granted official permission if

he sought one from the Govern-
ment even now.

Mr. Waghela had in a letter to
the Lok Sabha Speaker, Mano-
har Joshi, last night complained
of police harassment to his sup-
porters and sought his “protec-
tion” to visit his constituency to
participate in the religious cere-
mony. He said he was appre-
hensive  that the  State
Government machinery would
be “misused” to prevent him
and his supporters from reac-
hing Phagwel on that day to
make the ruling party’s rath va-
tra programme a success.
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DEADLOCK OVER GUJARAT POLL ISSUE

Supreme Court to hear
PreS|dent|aI reference

Y
By J. Venkatesan a \/

NEW DELHI, AUG. 29. Even as 'the
Supreme Court observed today
that the three-point Presiden-
tial reference on the standoff
between the BJP and the Elec-
tion Commission on the Guja-
rat elections be heard as
expeditiously as possible, it ad-
journed the hearing to Monday,
September 2, as many of the
States have not received the no-
tices issued by the court on Au-
gust 26.

A five-Judge Constitution
Bench, comprising the Chief
Justice, B.N. Kirpal, V.N. Khare,
K.G. Balakrishnan, Ashok Bhan
and Arijit Pasayat, adjourning
the matter asked the Solicitor-
General, Harish Salve, to ensure
that notices reached all the

HINDU

tate Governments.

(The Bench had on August 26
ordered notices to all the States
nd the six national political
rties — BJP, Congress, CPI,
CPl (M), Nationalist Congress
Party and BSP — returnable by
today and indicated that it
would fix a time schedule for
the hearing of the Presidential
reference.

Earlier, Mr. Salve, appearing
for the Central Government,
submitted that as many State
Governments had already made
their appearances before the
court, a time-schedule could be
drawn up today itself for hear-
ing the reference.

But senior counsel for the
Congress, Kapil Sibal, told the
court that it would not be prop-
er to draw a time-schedule for

- on Monday

the hearing without completing
the process of serving the no-
tices in the court’s record.

The Bench observed that
since the reference involved im-
portant questions of law con-
cerning elections — which had
become frequent in the country
— the parties should sit togeth-
er and draw up a schedule for
the hearing before September 2
and inform the court accord-
ingly.

The Presidential reference re-
lates to interpretation of Article
174, vis-a-vis the powers of the
Election Commission under Ar-
ticle 324 to hold elections and
whether the Commission could
recommend the imposition of
President’s rule in a State if Ar-
ticle 174 could not be complied
with. 7
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“Gujarat
debate
thrown

open_
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CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 26: Elections
in Gujarat literally became a na-
tional issue today with the
Supreme Court issuing notices
to all state governments and
major political parties on the
presidential reference seeking
clarifications on the Election
Commission's decision against
calling immediate polls.

Notices have been sent to all
state advocates-general and the
Election Commission, too.

A five-member Constitution
bench headed by Chief Justice
of India B.N. Kirpal decided
to cover all states as the question
involved elections to an
Assembly.

The six parties with “nation-
al political party status” short-
listed for the notices are the
Congress, the BJP, the CPM, the
CPI, the Nationalist Congress
Party and the Bahujan Samaj
Party.

When solicitor-general Har-
ish Salve, appearing for the Cen-
tre, contended that the Gujarat
Assembly had to be reconstitut-
ed by October 2 under Article
174, the judges said: “You don't
worry about that for the time
being. We will work out a tune
schedule for hearing of the refer-
ence on Thursday.”

All five parties but the BSP -
its lawyer was not present — ac-
cepted the notices through their
counsel. Finding that the BSP
had been issued the notice, some
regional parties pleaded that
they, too, be given a chance to ad-
dress the court on such an im-
portant reference. But the court
declined the prayver. sayving
proceedings would be further
delayved. “Then it will be difficult
to control the proceedings.”
Kirpal said.

The Centre had taken re-
course to a presidential refer-
ence after the Election Commis-
sion refused to give in to its de-
mand for polls in October.

The BJP had contended
that as the gap between two
Assembly sittings could not
exceed six months under the
Constitution, the commission
was bound to call elections
in early October. The Gujarat
Assembly had last met in
April.

However, legal experts differ
on the matter. According to
former Delhi High Court chief
justice Rajinder Sachar, the
six-month clause was valid only
for an existing Assembly and
could not be applied to Gujarat
as chief minister Narendra
Modi had recommended dissolu-
tion in July:

Hence, no constitutional
problem would be set off even it
elections are held in January.
This is also the stand of the Elec
tion Commission.

This is the first time the Pres-
ident has referred such a matter

to the Supreme Court. //



Modi mudbath ends minus
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RADHIKA RAMASESHAN ers went half-way with their Gy.

Jjarat counterparts and stressed
New Delhi, Aug. 25: Prime that Vajpayee’s criticism should
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-  not be given a “negative” inter-
payee’s rebuke to Narendra bretation but “read in the spirit
Modi had little effect on ei- in which it was intended”.
ther the Gujarat chief min- Party spokesman Sunil Shas-
ister or the state BJP tri said: “It was taken as an ad-

A statement issued by Modi vice and suggestion by the Prime
in Gujarat today betrayed no  Minister that people in senior
sign of repentance. “Following  constitutional positions should
the Prime Minister’s guidelines  not indulge in allegations and
on the issue, the controversy  counter-allegations. It is expect-
with the chief election commis- ed it will be taken as advice.”
sioner has come to an end,” the
terse statement said. — .

Modi stuck to his stand that
the Election Commission should Wm mg MHmHHm
call early elections in Gujarat,
saying: “Five crore people of Gu- New Delhi, Aug. 25 (PTI): Presi-
jarat should be given the oppor-  dent A.PJ. Abdul Kalam has
tunity to elect a popular govern-  signed the Ordinance on elec-
ment as early as possible.” toral reforms after the Cabinet

Sources close to Modi assert-  sent it back to him last night.
ed he would persist with his “de- Attorney-General Soli J. Sorab-
fiance” and that there was no jee met Kalam and said the
question of apologising for his President’s suggestions could
remarks against poll panel chief  be taken up in Parliament.

J.M. Lyngdoh.

A senior BJP leader from Gu-
jarat reflected the sentiments of Beneath the endeavour io
the pro-Modi group when he show up Vajpayee's statement as
said: “Atalji has spent many “marg darshan” (guidance),
years in public life. We under- both the pro- and anti-Modji sec-
stand that, as the Prime Minis- tions admitted to various layers
ter, he has certain compulsions  of power tussle in the parivar of
which probably prompted himto  which Gujarat was a manifesta-
issue the statement vesterday. tion: between Vajpayee and
But we have to face the Hindus of deputy Prime Minister L.K. Ad-
Gujarat and every one of them is vani, within the RSS and be-
upset with Lyngdoh’s attitude. It  tween Modi and his predecessor
is a Lyngdoh-versus-Modi battle Keshubhai Patel.

. - : and the BJP has to back the chief Sources pointed out that the
Sonia Gandhi wears a scarf symbolising non-violence at a meeting near Ahinedabad. She minister.” latest issue of the RSS journal
launched the Congress election campaign in Gujarat on Sunday. (P71) B See Page 6 Even the BJP’s central lead- Panchajanya has an article by

«\)\((\W ﬁr\(l\

mcwmmmam: M.G. Vaidya sup-
porting ousted Gujarat ::Ew.:w)
Haren Pandya and slamming
Modi. Vaidya was away on tour
but Sangh sources said he was
close to human resources %S_.‘
opment minister Z:.«:
Manohar Joshi. “It is not a coin-
cidence that Joshi also chose to
criticise Modji in the presence of
the RSS sarsanghchalak (K.S.
Sudarshan) at Nagpur recently,”
said a source.

While some believe that
Joshi anticipated the Prime Min-
ister’s statement, others said he
was on the side of the Sudar-
shan-Vaidya axis, which has
emerged to check the clout of
Madan Das Devi, the RSS joint
general secretary in charge of
the political wing. )

For the past two years, Devi.
the Sangh link with the party
and the government, has over-
shadowed  Sudarshan, who
rarely makes a  public
appearance.

While the original intention
in promoting him was to rein in
Sudarshan from making state-
ments against the government,
BJP sources said the plan back-
fired on Vajpayee.

Devi, sources said, was in-
strumental in forcing Vajpayee
to elevate Advani as deputy
Prime Minister. The flurry of
conflicting statements on the
Gujarat mﬁmszom‘ has crys-
tallised a perception in the BJP
that the Sudarshan-Vaidya- .
Joshi axis could be a potential
counter to a group associated
with Devi and Advani.
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New Delhi, Aug. 23: The Elec-
tion Commission is planning to
qeek legal opinion on whether it
can proceed against Narendra
Modi for his derogatory com-
ments against chief election
commissioner J.M. Lyngdoh.

Commis-
sion sources
said though the
poll panel
has no con-
tempt powers
unlike the
courts, Modi’s
fulminations

Lyngdoh amount to in-

terference
with the conduct of free and fair
elections in Gujarat.

At a rally near vadodara on
Tuesday, the Gujarat chief mini-
ster had referred to Lyngdoh's
religion, Christianity, and insin-
uated that he was close to Co-
ngress president Sonia Gandhi.

«gomeone asked me, has
Lyngdoh-come from Italy. I said
we would need to ask Rajiv
Gandhi,” Modi had said at the
rally.

Lyngdoh today described Mo-
di’s outburst as “despicable” and
asserted that such utterances
would not affect the functioning
of the commission. “These rem-
arks reflected how cruel the poli-
ty is,” he said. “1 don't have any
religion.1 couldn't care less,”

B Sce Page 8 / / ,
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GUJARAT/ SKELETONS FOUND IN UNDERGROUND GUTTER

“0.”

Modi launches tirade against CEC

“ \ By Manas Dasgupta
¥
j AHMEDABA\), AUG. 22. Even as the Gujarat
+ Chief Minister, Narendra Modi, has
i launched a scathing attack on the Chief
: Election Commissioner, J.M. Lyngdoh, for
refusing to comply with his demand for
. early elections to the State Assembly, the
i recovery of two skeletons from an under-
- ground gutter in Ahmedabad has raised
I fresh questions about the communal riots.
The recovery of the two skeletons from a
! gutter in Rakhial, one of the worst-hit la-
i bour-dominated localities in eastern Ah-
* medabad, has forced police to draw a fresh
| list of the persons claimed missing since
. the riots and to renew an intensive search
i to trace them. The government has been
" vehemently denying claims of any more
| person missing.
. The skeletons were found by conservan-
L cy workers of the Ahmedabad Municipal
i Corporation (AMC; earlier this week, dur-
! ing a routine cleaning of the gutters. The
" cleaning operations are normally carried
out before the monsoon but this year it
was delayed both due to the riots and also
because of lack of rains.

Two pairs of torn trousers and a piece of
cloth, purported to be part of a shirt, reco-
vered near the skeletons helped in their
identification. The skeletons were identi-
fied by the parents of two teen-aged
youths, Shahnawaj Mohammad Igbal and
Mohammad Shabir Ahmad, both residents
of Rangwala Chipa ni Chali in Rakhial. The
parents said the boys left home on the
morning of February 28, the first day of the
post-Godhra riots, to call on some friends
in a hospital and never returned.

The parents had long back lodged com-
plaints with police about their wards mis-
sing. The Muslim leaders claim that at least
500 people were still “missing”. Some of
them might have gone to stay with their
friends and relatives in other States and a
few youths are reported to have crossed
the border to join militant outfits in Pakis-

tan, but the probability of a large number
of them having been killed and their bod-
ies dumped somewhere could not be ruled
out.

The Congress-controlled AMC has
agreed to launch gutter-cleaning oper-
ations in a big way in other riot-affected
parts of the city for possible skeletons. The
State Government, all these months, main-
tained that all the citizens had been ac-
counted for and there was none “missing.”

The list of the “missing” persons was
among the reasons cited by the Muslim
organisations and other non-government
bodies, during the visit of the full team of
the Election Commission earlier this
month, to oppose the ruling BJP’s demand
for early elections. The Congress also was
in favour of a thorough revision of the
electoral rolls in the post-riot period.

This, however, did not matter to Mr.
Modi and his Cabinet colleagues, who
claimed that the CEC was “biased”’ against
Gujarat in denying early elections, while
agreeing to hold elections in many other
States where the law and order situation
was more alarming.

Mr. Modi, while addressing rallies in
small towns and villages, is referring the
CEC by his full name — James Michael
Lyngdoh — apparently to drive home the
point that he is a Christian and therefore
“all his sympathies lie with the minorities
against the interests of Hindus”. He even
suggested that the CEC might have been
influenced by the Congress president, So-
nia Gandhi, because she was also a Chris-
tian.

Mr. Modi also attacked Mr. Lyngdoh for
his decision against early elections on the
ground that the situation was not being
“conducive” and said by the standards set
by the CEC, even ordinary criminals would
be able to stop elections in any State.

“What all one needs would be to give
contract to some bootleggers and crimi-
nals to kill a few people, set fire to some
houses and burn a few shops and Mr.

Lyngdoh will stop elections,”” Mr. Modi
told a rally at Bodeli in Vadodara district.
“It will be a simple formula for anyone
who wants to defer the polls in a State,” he
added.

Wondering what standard the CEC had
adopted in the State to put off polls, the
Chief Minister also said: “Anyone who sees
such a huge gathering here cannot say that
the situation is not conducive to holding
elections in the State.”

His vitriol against the CEC and insin-
uations against Ms. Gandhi were con-
demned by the former State Congress
president, Amarsinh Chaudhary — a for-
mer Chief Minister — who said that such
remarks against a constitutional authority
and the leader of a major political party
were not befitting a Chief Minister.

Mr. Chaudhary said that it was unfortu-
nate that Mr. Modi tried to drag in even
the Congress president though she had
nothing to do with the CEC’s decision. He
said Mr. Modi would not have made such
remarks against Mr. Lyngdoh if he had
seen his own Home Ministry’s reports
about the communal riots in which the
State administration had admitted to its
widespread impact. Mr. Chaudhary also
regretted Mr. Modi’s comparison of a con-
stitutional authority like the CEC with
“bootleggers” and “ordinary criminals” to
belittle the Commission’s considered con-
clusion to defer the polls in the State.

Madhusudan Mistry, Congress MP and
close confidant of the State unit president,
Shankarsinh Waghela, also condemned
Mr. Modi's remarks and said the BJP was
trying to denigrate the office of the CEC
just because he refused to the toe the rul-
ing party line.

Another MP and general secretary of the
Indian Union of Muslim League, E.L
Ahmed, who was on a visit to the State,
regretted the BJP's attacks on Mr. Lyngdoh
and said the ruling party was treating “In-
dia as part of Gujarat rather than Gujarat
being a part of India.”
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UNFAZED BY the Prime Minis-
ter’s annoyance, which in July
forced a postponement of the
Gujarat gaurav yatra, the BJP
State unit has decided to revive
the programme beginning Sep-
tember 3.

State BJP president Rajen-
drasinh Rana announced here
today that the party decided to
revive the gaurav yatra 1o kick
off the party's election cam-
paign. He also said that the situ-
ation was different now and the
yatra would not be called off.

Though Rana said that the re-
vival of the yatra had the ap-
proval of the BJP high com-
mand, he ruled out the partici-
pation of the Prime Minister or
Deputy Prime Minister, who rep-
resents the Gandhinagar con-
stituency in Parliament.

In July, the yatra was to have
been flagged off from the temple
town of Ambaji in north Gu-
jarat. But this time around it
will start from Phagvel in Kheda
district and stop for the night at
Himatnagar after  passing
through the sensitive towns of
Kapadvanj, Kalol and Prantij.
All these towns witnessed anti-
minority violence during the
post-Godhra riots.

On September 4. the yatra will
pass through several small
towns in Mehsana district before
stopping for the night in Chanas-
ma in north Gujarat.

During the first phase of the
yatra, it will be held on all week-
ends in September. The rest of
the programme will be drawn up
later, Rana said.

Though the decision to revive
the yatra was taken at a State
/pfgyty executive meeting a fort-

ight back, analysts believe the

1A STARTS
On Sept 3, two months after
it was put off on the Prime |
Minister’s instruction ‘:

FUR THE BJP i
Theyatraisa kick-off to the 1
poll campaign. Modi will \
travel to every Assembly
constituency !

OPPOSITION FEARS
This coutd whip up commu-
nal passions

postponement of the Assembly
elections prompted the party to
announce the yatra schedule at
this point of time despite the fact
that the timing of the elections
have not yet been finalised.

The revival of the yatra, party
insiders feel, will not only help
regenerate the Hindutva wave
but also reinvigorate the rank
and file who have been disap-
pointed by the postponement of
elections.

The BJP legislators of the dis-
solved Assembly, who have sud-
denly been deprived of all their
perks and privileges, are also
feeling apprehensive about their
prospects when elections are
held. With the revival of the ya-
tra, these people would be ener-
gised, BJP insiders said.
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New Delhi: The supreme court on Tuksday
received from President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam a
three-point reference seeking its opinion on
the legality of the Election Commission’s
controversial observation that President’s
rule might have to be imposed in Gujarat be-
cause the assembly polls cannot be held with-
in the stipulated time-frame.

Chief Justice B.N. Kirpal will set up at
least a five-judge bench to answer the refer-
ence involving significant constitutional is-
sues relating to the wide powers of the EC
under Article 324 as also the constitutional
mandate under Article 174 that there should
not be more than a gap of six months be-
tween two sessions of the house.

The three-point reference signed by Presi-
dent Kalam broadly asks the apex court:
® Does Article 174 yield to Article 324, mean-
ing thereby, is the time-frame provided under
Article 174 subject to the EC’s order under
Article 324?

® Can the EC, under Article 324, framg-sm"”

election schedule on the premise that if the
time-frame provided under Article 174 is not

e y
ex court recerves
reference on

at

n Gujaraf

complied with, the President will step in un-
der Article 3567

@ Is the EC bound by the mandate of Article 174
and, therefore, bound to conduct elections
within the time-frame drawing the forces and
resources as required from the central govern-
ment for conducting free and fair elections?

Among other things, Article 174 says that
there cannot be a gap of more than six
months between two sittings of an assembly,
while Article 324 gives exclusive jurisdiction
to the EC to conduct and supervise polls.

The Centre’s anxiety for the apex court’s
opinion is understandable, but due to various
factors the issue, which involves all political
parties, all the states and the basic features of
the Constitution such as democracy and free
and fair polls, is unlikely to be resolved by the
end of November.

All political parties may make their sub-
missions after a notice of reasonable time,
which may be four weeks. Submissions will
also be made by other necessary parties, in-
cluding the Centre, on the interpretation of
Articles 324, 356 and 174 along with the Con-
Stituént Assembly debates and the apex court
judgment on imposition of the President’s
rule under Article 356 (S.R. Bommai case).
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Advani junks
Lyngdoh logic

on Prez rule

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 19

THOUGH PRIME Minister AB
Vajpayee declined to comment
on the Election Commission's
refusal to hold early elections in
Gujarat, his deputy, LK Advani,
unleashed a broadside against
the poll panel. Gujarat Governor
SS Bhandari also joined in.

"The Election Commission's
job," Advani told television chan-
nels, "is to hold elections, not
stop them."

In the same vein, he added,
“The commission can ask for
more forces or more arrange-
ments to conduct elections. (It)
cannot postpone elections and
say there should be President's
rule. It is not their job to prevent
elections.”

While Advani attacked the EC,
the Government on Monday for-
warded to the President a draft
of the reference that will go to
the Supreme Court (SC). If the
President approves the draft on
Tuesday, it will be sent to the SC
by Wednesday.

In the circumstances, Vajpayee
was guarded. "The issue is before
the President. I will not com-
ment,” he said.

But after meeting Vajpayee,
Bhandari told a television chan-
nel he did not agree with the EC's
assessment. He said the situation
in Gujarat was normal and elec-
tions could be held.

Advani, on his part, was cate-
gorical that the EC had over-
stepped its brief by obliquely sug-
gesting that non-compliance with
Article 174 forced by delayed elec-
tions would compel the "Presi-
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LK ADVANI: The Election

Commission’s job is to hold
elections, not stop them.

ABVAJPAYEE: The issue is
before the President. | will not
comment.

JMLYNBDOH: Politicians have
the freedom to do what they
want.

dent to step in". "If he (Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner JM Lyngdoh)
had confined his observation to
(the) opinion that the law and or-
der situation (in Gujarat) is not
favourable for an election, you
could have differed with it but it
would not have been anything
which could be legally chal-
lenged," he said.

He did add, however, that the
decision to refer the EC’s
decision to the Supreme Court
did not amount to a confronta-
tion with Nirvachan Sadan.

BJP spokesman Arun Jaitley
also criticised the CEC thouch,
he added, he had nothing person-
al against Lyngdoh.

He said Lyngdoh was assum-
ing it had to set a timetable that
would violate Article 174. Jaitley
also said Lyngdoh was making
three other untenable assump-
tions: That a violation of Article
174 must be corrected through
President's rule (Article 356);
that not holding elections would
force the Government to impose
President's rule; and that Parlia-
ment would clear such a move.
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Ranil advocates ‘step-by-step’
approach for talks

By V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO, AUG. 18. The Sri Lanka
Prime Minister, Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, has advocated a
"“step-by-step”” approach for the
direct talks between his Govern-
ment and the separatist Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), expected to start in Thai-
land in mid-September,

The Prime Minister, in his first
major political meeting after the
. tentative dates for the com-
mencement of tatks in Thailand
were announced, has also coun-
selled “patience” and said the fi-
nal goal was to find a solution
which brought in peace, with
“dignity” for all within an "un-
divided” Sri Lanka.

At the executive meeting of his

United National Party (UNP),
held in the eastern town, Trinco-
malee, Mr. Wickremesinghe has
called upon Sri Lankans “to be
patient about the peace proc-
ess’’, the State-run Sunday Ob-
server said.

In a clear recognition that the
country was in for a long haul,
the Prime Minister was reported
to have said, ‘‘achieving success
in the peace talks is like remov-
ing a landmine. It will have to be
done step-by-step, with pa-
tience”’.

Calling upon all political par-
ties to support the peace proc-
ess, Mr. Wickremesinghe said,
“‘we go to the negatiating table,
not as the UNP, but as the Gov-
ernment of this country”’. Add-
ing that he did not wish to talk

about a time-frame, the Prime
Minister said, “Both sides have
their standpoints.

Each side should try to under-
stand the other and the back-
ground that led to their stand.

Then we can sustain the talks
for a longer period. There are
bound to be problems. It is nat-
ural and if no problem arises, it
would be surprising”.

The final goal of the Govern-
ment, he said, “is peace and pro-
viding an opportunity to all to
live' with dignity in an undivided
country”. The Prime Minister's
observations at his party's exec-
utive committee meeting come
against the backdrop of a sharp-
ly-divided political scenario in
the south. The UNP, which pres-
ently holds a majority in Parlia-

ment, and the Peaple’s Alliance
(PA), led by the President, Chan-
drika Kumaratunga, have been
bitter rivals for nearly five dec-
ades. The PA, however, has ex-
tended its support for the
ongoing peace process, the first
steps for which were taken dur-
ing its regime between 1994 and
2001.

Though the twao parties con-
tinue to oppose each other on
several issues, there is a Jarge de-
gree of understanding that the
decades-long separatist conflict
requires a negotiated settlement,
with greater devolution of pow-
ers. Differences of opinion,
which are not apparent now,
however, are likely to come up
when matters of detail are taken
up for discussion.
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Wounded Gujarat has been spa& e trauma of facing
an election that was sought to bg imposed on it by a
government looking to harvest the state’s misfortunes
for its own gains. What the state desperately needed
was not the stressful exercise of premature polls
but sensitive measures aimed at healing the lingering
pain of the recent communal strife. That bit of help
has come finally — not as a belated gesture of goodwill
from Narendra Modi but from an election commission
determinedly resisting his cynical ploy to hold early
elections. The chief minister and his supporters in
the BJP are expectedly angry with the EC, in particular
chief election commissioner J M Lyngdoh. The CEC’s
forthright comments during a recent tour of the
state had given a fair idea of where the commission’s
sympathies lay: With the thousands of riot victims,
many of whom hugged the safety of the relief camps
for fear of facing hostilities outside. Yet, it must come as
a blow to the caretaker government that the EC has
refused even to announce a time-frame for elections,
holding out only the promise of reviewing the
situation by November-December.

It is a safe bet that questions will be raised about
the propriety of the EC outlining precise steps for
the restoration of normality in Gujarat. Take for
example, the EC’s directive that the guilty be punished,
victims be given access to their homes and honest
officers restored to their posts. It could be argued
that these are strictly executive matters, far outside
the jurisdiction of the Election Commission. But
equally, free and fair elections are the bedrock of
democracy, which, in turn, places stringent obligations
upon the EC, the sole constitutional authority charged
with ensuring that outcome. The EC has summed up
the situation in Gujarat in one sentence: The riots
have eroded public trust in the police and the
administration. This is a devastating indictment by a
constitutional body, made more grave by the repeated
assertions by top BJP leaders that all is well in Gujarat.
It is to the credit of the EC that it has refused to conduct
elections in this vitiated atmosphere. To have done so
would have been to strike against the fundamentals of
democracy. To that extent, the EC’s formula for the
return of public confidence is a necessary first step
towards conducting free and fair polls in the state.
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Centre goes to
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c’ourt via Kalam

KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, Aug. 18: The Cabi-
net today decided to make a
presidential reference to
seek the Supreme Court’s
opinion on the constitutional
guestions arising out of the
Election Commission’s rejec-
tion of the BJP demand for
early polls in Gujarat.

An extraordinary meeting
of the Cabinet, to which solici-
tor general Harish Salve and
additional solicitor general
Kirit Raval were invited, dis-
cussed the “far-reaching impli-
cations™ of the poll panel's
order and decided to invoke the
President’s power to consult the
apex court under Article 143,

Sources said the Cabinet was
almost unanimous that the com-
mission had “transgressed” the
constitutional powers conferred
onit. A few ministers wanted the
Centre to challenge the commi-
ssion in court but A .B. Vajpayee
said “the path of confrontation”
should be avoided. However,
the Gujarat government is likely

L]

\ \ to move the Supreme Court.

The presidential reference
will be made tomorrow and is ex-
pected to reach the Supreme
Court inaday or two.

The decision to question the
order is being seen as an attempt
to bail out Narendra Modi, who
had sought to force the Election
Coemimission’s hand by dissolv-
ing the Assembly last month.

The step might accentuate
the government-poll panel con-
frontation and spark a political
row. Opposition parties have cas-
tigated the BJP for trying to un-
dermine the independence of
constitutional bodies like the
Election Commission. Chief
election commissioner J M. Lyn-
gdoh has refused comment.

Addressing reporters after
the meeting, information and
broadcasting minister Sushma
Swaraj refuted suggestions that
the Centre was on a collision
course with the poll panel. It was
not a question of the BJP taking
a stand, but one that involved
constitutional issues.

The Cabinet is seekin
— 8

clarifications on:

B Whether the commission can
recommend imposition of Cen-
tral rule in a state where it feels
polls cannot be held.

B Article 356 postulates that
toimpose President’s rule, there
must be a constitutional break-
down. Moreover, imposition of
Article 356 has to be ratified by
Parliament. If Parliament re-
jects it, how to deal with the re-
sultant constitutional crisis.

W Whether Article 174(1) — that !

stipulates that not more than six |

months should pass between two
sittings of an Assembly — is
fnandatory;

B Whether Article 174 cannot be
read in isolation — the stand ta-
ken by the poll panel —or read
with Article 324, which provides
overweening powers to the Elec-
tion Commission on polls, and
whether Article 174 must yield to
Article 324.

mIf Article 174is mandatory, can
the Election Commission take
recourse to Article 324 to with-
hold polls?

W See Page 6
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e Lyngdoﬁ_feash on
Modi electionrush

RN i
OURSPECIAL ‘
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. i6: The Elec-
tion Commission todayv re-
jected the BJP’s demand for
early polls in Gujarat. deal-
ing another blow to the party
still reeling under the impact
of murder allegations
against Pramod Mahajan.

At the end of a marathon
meeting, the commission said it
would consider “framing a suit-
able schedule™ in November-
December after electoral rolls
are corrected and conditions
conducive to free and fair polls
created. The three-member pa-
nel was unanimous that law
and order in the riot-hit state
“is stil} far from normal”.

The BJP had been pushing
for elections in October. But the
commission said there was an
avalanche of representations
against polls by almost all Oppo-
sition  parties. some former
Prime Ministers, retired chief
iustices of high courts. various
NGOs and other social and cul-
tural organisations.

Chiel minister Narendra
Modi had dissolved the Assem-
bly last month and then cited the
Constitution to argue that elec-
tions would have to be completed
by the first week of October. Ar-
ticle 174(1) holds that there
should not be a gap of more than
six months between two Assem-
bly sittings, and the Gujarat
House had last met in April,

But the commission did not
buy the BJP’s argument. “Article
174(1) cannot be read in isolation
and it has to be read along with

\'ﬂ%‘
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JM Lyngdoh
other relevant provisions of the
Constitution, particularly Arti-
cle 324, it said.

“Article 324, which is not sub-
ject to the provisions of any
other Article of the Constitu-
tion, including Article 174(1),
vests the superintendence, direc-
tion and control, inter alia, of
the preparation of electoral rolls
for, and conduct of, elections to
Parliament and state legisla-
tures in the Election Commis-
sion,” it added. “Elections, in the
context of democratic institu-
tions, mean free and fair elec-
tions and not merely a ritual to
be gone through periodically,”
the commission stressed.

Hinting that imposition of
President’s rule was the only op-
tion now, the poll panel said:
“The non-observance of the pro-
visions of Article 174(1) in the
aforesaid eventuality would
mean that the government of the

9. K - ZW/)M

state cannot be carried on in ac-
cordance with the provisions of
the Constitution within the
meaning of Article 356(1) of the
Constitution and the President
would then step in.”

Amid speculation that the
BJP might go to court against
the commission’s decision, the
party held its silence and said it
would comment only after study-
ing the order. Putting up a brave
face, spokesperson V.K. Malho-
tra said: “Whenever elections
are held, the BJP will win hands
down and that is why the Opposi-
tion wanted the polls deferred.
We wanted the polls to be held
before October 10,”

In a severe indictment of the
Modi government, the commis-
sion said: “In this environment,
election campaigns evoking pas-
sions will only shatter the fragile
peace unless adequate confide-
nce-building measures are taken
up in earnest and with urgency.”

It released a 40-page order
giving reasons why the situation
is not conducive to polls. “The
wounds of the communal divide _f
following the riots have not yet
healed. The slow progress in re-
lief and rehabilitation on the
one hand and non-arrest and
non-punishment of the guilty
and the fear of communal back-
lash on the other have hampered
the process of restoration of
normalcy to the state,” it said.

Chief election commissioner
J.M. Lyngdoh and his colleagues,
B.B. Tandon and T.S. Krishnam-
urthy, said people have lost con-
fidence in police, administration
and the political executive.

B See Page 8 /
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 14: President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam today urged
the nation to root out communal
and other divisive clashes as
they run counter to religion, tol-
erance and the country’s plural-
istic traditions but said he was
confident people could be elevat-
ed to “noble minds”.

In his first Independence
Day-eve address to the nation,
the President offered a simple so-
lution on how to practise tolera-
nce. “If we can go above our own
personal hardships and see the
problems of others and decide to
work for a larger cause, then
there is natural elevation of our
minds,” he said. “When we are
lax in this, then our level of thin-
king goes down. I felt confident
that all of us can be elevated to
the level of noble minds if we
just decide to understand others
and to practise tolerance.”

In an obvious reference to the
Gujarat riots, Kalam said: “We
have to eradicate communal and
other divisive clashes sprouting
in certain parts and remove the
pains of our people whether it is
in Jammu and Kashmir or in
any other part of our country.”
Any act that runs counter to the
“eternal values” of tolerance,
truth and non-violence poses a
threat to the fabric of free India.

Kalam said non-violence, tol-
erance, acceptance of all religi-
ons and the search for truth and
fearlessness were the values that
Mahatma Gandhi taught. “They
are the cornerstones of our civil-
isational heritage and, therefore,
of Indian polity.” he said.

THE T
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His speech was a mix of hope
and caution. Kakam said unity of
minds can bring about all-round
development and peace and also
called for a “second vision” that
could lift India from its status of
a developing to a developed
country by integrating actions
in fields like agriculture, educa-
tion, health and infrastructure.

The technocrat rejected Pak-
istan President Pervez Mushar-
raf’s contention that Kashmir
was an international issue. “1
would like to reiterate that Jam-
mu and Kashmir is an integral
part of India. It is not an intern-
ational issue,” he said, but added
that India would be ready for bi-
lateral talks once cross-border
terrorism is brought to an end.

Maintaining that a perma-
nent solution has to be found to
combat terrorism, he said it was
important to ensure that elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir
are successfully completed to br-
ing peace to the embattled state.

Referring to the frequent dis-
ruptions in Parliament and state
legislatures, he said: “Parliame-
nt and legislatures have a crucial
role in giving the vision of devel-
oped India and value-based poli-
ty. Our children should see the
members of Parliament debat-
ing the vision of developed Ind-
ia, providing action plans and
putting forth great thoughts.”

Pointing out that children
look for role models, Kalam said
MPs and MLAs can shape the fu-
ture of the country’s youth by as-
suming that role. Each state has
many examples of role r,n\odels
from the past, he said. “It jg now
time we create more ro odels
for the present.”
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- Kalam all pralse

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 13 AUGUST

HE Narendra Modi gov-
I ermnmentin Gujarat heaved
a sigh of relief as President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam concluded
his two-day trip to the state on
Tuesday. Contrary (o apprehen-
sions, the visit was a shot in the
arm for the state government
with the President praising the
state administration and the
NGOs for their “exemplary relief
work” in quake-ravaged Bhuj.
The President spoke about the
need to concentrate more on de-
velopment. Dr Kalam, who
shared the concermns of those
affected by the communal strife
in Ahmedabad, said it was time
for the country to stand united to
put the nation on the path of
rapid development.

KALAM: IMPRESSED

“The current growth rate of
5% is not enougl. We have o
make it 10%. And this requires
self-sufficiency in sectors like
agriculture, food processing,
health, education, infrastructure
development, infotech develop-
ment and critical technology. We
have to have a vision fora coun-
try free from poverty and dis-

The E-

for state,
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ease.” Dr Kalam, wHo reacfd
Deen Dayal Nagar in Bhyj from
Ahmedabad on Tuesday morn-
ing, said he saw the people in
great distress.

“But I am sure you will face
the problems and solve them too.
The chief minister is here with
me and he will help vou solve
your problems,” the President
said. He specially lauded the peo-
ple of Kutch for the fortitude they
had shown in the face of such
acute adversity. The President,
whoisan admirer of Mata Amri-

tanandamayi Math, also trav-
clled to see the village adopted by
the Hindu missionaries. The Pres-

ident inspected a model house
and inaugurated the community
hail there. “It is good to see new
buildings coming up here. T hope
you show the country the way in
rehabilitation measures,” he said.

ple

%yanan
speaks out

Our Political 8
NEW DELHI 13 AU

FORMER President K.R. Nara-
yanan, on Tuesday, broke his si-
lence on the riots in Gujarat and
said he felt helpless for not being
able to do anything. “As a Presi-
dent, I have often felt helpless
when so many delegations come
to me and tell their woes and |
can’t do anything about it. Gu-

jarat was a major example of

helplessness,”  he said. Mr
Narayanan said the riots made
him feel “sad and ashamed.”He
may have reserved his com-
mentstill he left Rashtrapati Bha-

vanto avoid any controversy.

5
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‘Kalam balm for Bhuj quaké/ ictims

Press Trust of India

BHUI, Aug. 13. — The President spent the
second day of his Gujarat visit today with the
victims of the earthquake that struck Kutch
last year and appreciated the ongoing reha-
bilitation work.

“When [ see the kind of houses built by
multiple agencies, [ am confident that great
things are possible in the state and in the
country,” he said while addressing a public
meeting at the junction of Bagala, Modfar
and Mukhana villages about 40 km from here.

Addressing meetings in different villages
of the Kutch region, Dr Kalam, who recalled
his visit to the area immediately after the
quake, said: “I was wondgring what message
[ had for you. But | have a message to carry
from Kutch to the rest of the country....the

indomitable spirit of the people of Kutch. I
am glad that so many houses have been built
in a short time and I convey my congratula-
tions to all concerned,” he said.

In his last night’s statement after his visit
to the riot-ravaged areas, the President said
one of his missions was to personally assure
the rehabilitation of the sufferers.

“The chief minister, some ministers and
senior Gujarat government officials and a
representatives of a few NGOs, who were
with me, explained the relief action already
taken and those that have been planned. The
grievances, the people made, should merit
immediate attention of those concerned and
brisk actions taken,” he said.

Dr Kalam also said: “Having seen all these
and appreciating them against the background
of Gujarat’s rich tradition, I am convinced that

— (e {) nsl{’
thc natlon needs an ntensified movement to
eliminate communal and other forms of strife
and bring about unity of minds.” Addressing 2
meeting in Sukhpar village, Dr Kalam als
pointed to the need of eradicating poverty.

Biswas on Gujarat
In Kolkata, Mr Anil Biswas, CPI-M state sec-
retary, today condemned the BJP for criticising
the poll panel for the election commissioners’
comments on relief work for the riot victms.
adds SNS. “Such criticisms are an insult to
the high office of the Election Commission.
We can’t think of any political party using
such intemperate language against the EC.
We condemn the undemocratic attitude of
the BJP,” Mr Biswas said.

Another report on Gujarat, page 6
All the President’s men, page 6 |



Kalam takes Modi’s
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Times NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: It was a hard
day’s work for chief minister
Narendra Modi in keeping
President A.PJ. Abdul Kalam
from becoming an ‘unguided
missile’. Even so, near the fag
end of what was otherwise a
clockwork guided tour,
things went a tad awry.

As President Abdul Kalam
moved from site to site on
Day One of his tour on Mon-
day, Mr Modi ensured that he
was ‘closely guided’, remain-
ing with him throughout the
day From an impromptu
meeting with the chief min-
ister on his arrival at the air-
port to his visit to Gandhi
Ashram to meeting the riot-
affected people in Naroda
Patiya, Mr Modi seemed to
have his way.

At Naroda Patiya, where a
group of people began wav-
ing at him from the nearby
Noorani Temple, Mr Modi’s
advice to the President was
clear, “Just wave back.”

Even the two groups of
riot victims that the Presi-
dent met were -carefully
handpicked by Ahmedabad
district collector K. Srinivas.
None of those gathered
protested. No one com-
plained even as a huge
crowd, including school chil-
dren, stood behind barri-
cades at a distance, hoping
for a chance to talk to the
First Citizen.

Ironically, the strongest
representations against Mr
Modi took place at the media-
barred Haj House in Kalupur.
Just as all was going well for
Mr Modi, an inmate of the re-
lief camp gestured at him,
saying, “Gujarat mein ashan-
ti inhin ke vajah se hai.”
(There is disquiet in Gujarat
only because of him.)

\’7-»4\

Several of the 1,500-odd
people lodged in the camp
candidly recounted their days
of horror before Mr Kalam
was whisked away to the wid-
ows’ home in Juhapura an
hour ahead of schedule at 6
pm. Here, instead of the
scheduled half-hour visit, Mr
Kalam spent only ten minutes
and barely heard the account
of Firdaus Bano, whose hus-
band had died in former MP
Ehsaan Jaffri’s house.

Mr Kalam went on a con-
ducted tour of the home and
acknowledged the children’s
‘salaam’ with a ‘walaikum
salaam’ as an upset Mr Modi
remained silent. Firdaus is
one of the 11 women widowed
in the riots and lodged here.
The children also rendered a
stanza of Hum  honge
kamyaab, which Mr Kalam
heard with rapt attention.

Mr Modi’s ‘job’ began ear-
1y, right from the touchdown
of the special air force Boe-
ing 737 at Sardar Vallabhbhai
Airport. The President met
Mr Modi and governor S.S.
Bhandari at the VIP lounge
for ten minutes. The un-
scheduled meeting not only
delayed the President’s caval-
cade by about 15 minutes, but
also took most people at the
airport by surprise. Sources
said Mr Modi took the oppor-
tunity to brief Mr Kalam on
“how to avoid the expected
awkward situation”.

Throughout the day, Mr
Modi donned various roles as
he played the guide. He even
translated questions posed
by students in Gujarati at the
Gandhi Ashram. On one oc-
casion, while showing Mr
Kalam around, the chief
minister pulled out his pen
from his pocket when the
President wanted to auto-
graph a rangoli portrait.
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gmdecf tour

President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam listens to a teenaged boy orphaned in the riots as Gujarat chief

minister Narendra Modi (left) looks on at Naroda-Patiya in Ahmedabad on Monday. At centre is Y.S.

Rajan, scientific advisor to the government of India, who was accompanying the President.

Ahmedabad: Around 4,000 residents of the
Shah Alam relief camp on Monday sat on a
hunger strike, protesting the “high-handed de-
tention” of camp organiser Sharif Khan.

Mr Khan was picked up by the police from
his residence on Sunday night under the ap-
prehension that he could provoke relief camp
inmates and riot victims to raise slogans and
stage noisy demonstrations during President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam'’s visit.

“The inmates have refused to take their af-
ternoon meal, saying that they cannot have
food when the man who has supported them
for last five months is cooling his heels in

Camp residents on hunger strike

prison,” Shafibhai Memon, a key organiser of |
the camp said. He said the inmates felt Mr |

Khan's detention was “unwarranted and un-
called for”.

Police sources confirmed the agitation in the
camp, saying “the inmates have so far refused
to take their food”. “Instead of Naroda-Pativa.
the President’s programme should have in-
cluded a visit to the Shah Alam camp. where
riot victims are residing,” Shafibhai said. " The
inmates wanted that Mr Kalam should visit
their camp and see for himself their agonv and
listen to their grievances instead of going to
Naroda-Patiya,” he said. agen s
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FVEN AS THE Ckief Election Commissioner,
J.M. Lyngdoh, and‘his two colleagues are en-
gaged in a reality check of the ground situation
in Gujarat to convince themselves whether
conditions truly exist for the holding of a free
and fair poll, the ruling BJP is trying rather
desperately all kinds of pressure tactics to
make the panel settle for an early election,
scheduling it sometime in September/Octo-
ber. Of a piece with the BJP’s abrasive and
intimidatory attitude in this matter is the party
general secretary and former Law Minister,
Arun Jaitley’s sharp criticism of the Election
Commission’s articulation of serious concern
about the unmet relief and rehabilitation
needs of the riot victims. At one level, the
‘mind-vour-business’ tenor palpable in Mr.
jaitley’s comment sounded authoritarian vis-
a-vis a Constitutional functionary. At another
level, it also reflected a total lack of sensitivity
to the basic human concerns of the thousands
of families traumatised by the communal car-
nage post-Godhra and who are still haunted by
the spectre of fear and yet to be resettled fully,
thanks to the callousness — compounded by
blatant discrimination against the minority
community — of the Narendra Modi Govern-
ment.

The fact that the Commission, after getting a
report from a high-power official team, em-
barked upon the rather unusual course of all
its three members visiting the State for an eval-
uation of the situation (against critical param-
eters for conducting the democratic exercise)
before making up its mind on an appropriate
poll schedule is in itself a recognition of the
extraordinarily difficult circumstances attend-
ing the electoral event. In the face of a sharp
solarisation in opinion across the political
spectrum on the question whether the present
situation is conducive enough for a free and
tair poll, the Commission apparently wanted
1o be extra careful in discharging its Constitu-
tional responsibility. Given the sort of socio-
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communal turbulence that provided the back-
drop to the impending Assembly polls, it is
only natural and appropriate that the panel de-
cided to take a hard look at the ‘state’ of the riot
victims in all its varied dimensions — the num-
ber of families yet to be rehabilitated in the true
sense of the term, the level of their sense of
security and so on. As such, Mr. Jaitley’s ‘ad-
vice’ to the Commission to “concentrate” on
the business of conducting elections, while
pointing out that there were designated bu-
reaucrats to take care of relief and rehabilita-
tion work, was not only unwarranted but
coercive, even if veiled.

Anxious as the BJP is to politically utilise
what it perceives to be the consolidation of the
‘Hindu vote’ — which indeed was the calcula-
tion behind Mr. Modi’s decision to dissolve the
Assembly eight months ahead of tenure — the
party has been soliciting support for its de-
mand for an ‘early poll’ in Gujarat by persist-
ently contending that elections had been held
in other States under much less conducive
conditions. The examples invariably cited, as
Mr. Jaitley has done, are Punjab, Assam and
Jammu and Kashmir. The logic is  terribly
skewed for the simple reason that there can be
no parallel between the two situations. Where-
as the unsettled conditions in those States had
everything to do with the scourge of terrorism
(sustained in some measure by subversive
forces from across the border), what obtains in
Gujarat is the direct consequence of a minor-
ity-targeting pogrom carried out by the
Hindutva elements under a benign Modi re-
gime as part of a design to manipulate the
democratic apparatus to subserve a blatantly
majoritarian agenda. To equate the two qual-
itatively different types of situations is there-
fore to add insult to the injury of the vast
sections of the minority community who are
yet to be freed from the fear psychosis that”
overtook them in the aftermath of the Godhra

incident. /
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By Our Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD, AUG.12. During the
President, A.P.J. Kalam's visit
here today the residents of Na-
roda-Patiya, scene of one of the
worst-ever carnage in the riots,
did not let go waste the few
minutes they had with him.
Their main demand was that
the Government post a Central
Reserve Police Force picket at
the point to ensure their safety
and security. “We have no faith
in the State police, everything
happened in their presence and
the police on the contrary
helped the attackers and
opened fire on us,” Mansur Dil-
warhussain and Shabana, who
lost her mother and an elder sis-
ter in the riots, and others told
Dr. Kalam.

“We are the citizens of this
country ... give us back our
rights to live in this country,”
they told the President. ‘‘The

President did not tell us any-
thing but he told something to
the officials accompanying
him,” said Mansur later.

Dr. Kalam gave a patient
hearing to the delegations that
called on him at Naroda. While
the convenor of the Gujarat Sar-
vajanik Relief Committee, Afzal
Memon, requested Dr. Kalam to
direct the State Government to
take necessary steps for restruc-
turing the economic backbone
of the minority community, the
administrator of the Islamic Re-
lief Committee, Shakeel Ahmad,
complained that the investiga-
tion into the riots were “biased
and in the hands of incompe-
tent people.” He alleged that
the Government was deliber-
ately appointing pleaders to
fight the cases of the minorities
such lawyers having Sangh Pari-
var background.

To his complaint that the
Government was doing nothing

for theyestoration and repair of
the 600\odd mosques and other
places &f worship, Dr. Kalam
turned towards the Collector to
learn about the Government's
policy. According to Dr. Ahmad,
the President was shocked to
learn about the damage to a
large number of places of wor-
ship and was equally amazed
when told by the Collector that
the Government, as a policy,
could not take up repairs of the
places of worship, which must
be taken up only by the non-
government organisations.

The President was also in-
formed abou* the Govern-
ment’s reluctance to search for
the persons reported “‘missing”
since the riots. It was not taking
necessary steps for the econom-
ic rehabilitation of the riot vic-
tims who were afraid to rejoin
the jobs in the majority-dom-
inated areas or carry out their
business in such localities.

" A shocked Kalam I|st\e|§s to ()r;o

victims
o pg-Y

Mr. Memon requested the

Dr.Kalam to try to “restore’” the |

fundamental rights of the mi-
norities “eroded” in the country
in the last 55 years and provide
for job reservations for the mi-
norities to ensure an equal sta-
tus for them with the majority
community.

About the State Government,
he said the relief and rehabil-
itation of the riot victims were
far from adequate. Zubeda Ba-
nu told Dr. Kalam about 17
women in Naroda widowed in
the riots but still awaiting assist-
ance to start their lives afresh.

The only word of praise for
Mr. Modi came from Dr. Ah-
mad. He said the Chief Minister
did not try to interfere when the
people and the delegations
were pouring their hearts out to
the President. “‘There was noth-
ing else praiseworthy for the
Government or the Chief Minis-
ter,” he said.

By Our Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD, AUG. 12. The President, A.P.].
Abdul Kalam, was in his elements while in-
teracting with a select group of school chil-
dren at the Sabarmati Ashram here today.

He not only entertained questions from
them, ranging from his mission in life to his
opinion on the “swadeshi” movement, but
also administered a pledge to dedicate
their lives to make the country strong and a
developed nation and asked them to repeat
the pledge to their friends.

At the ashram, Dr. Kalam visited Meira
Kutir, the Vinoba Bhave Kutir, and Hriday-
kunj, the building where Gandhiji lived,
and observed three minutes silence sitting
in front of the “charkha” used by Gandhiji.
He also went around Hridaykunj and the
Gandhi museum on the ashram premises.

He told the students to remove from
their dictionary the word “impossible”.
“Everyone talks about something being im-
possible, your teacher may say so at times,
and,” turning towards Narendra Modi,
“your Chief Minister may say something is
impossible, but never believe this, nothing
is impossible”. Narrating the story of Lord
Kelvin, who in 1895 said nothing heavier

than air could fly, Dr. Kalam said the great
scientist was proved wrong when the
Wright brothers invented the plane. “Fol-
low the example of another scientist, Van
Braun, who had said I will remove the word
impossible from the dictionary”.

He also narrated the story of the great
Indian astronomical scientist, Chandrasek-
har Subramaniam, who discovered the
blackholes and propounded the theory
that the sun would shine for another 10
billion years. During the British era, India
produced five great scientists because the
people then had the “motivation for
knowledge” to prove themselves greater
than the westerners.

“Knowledge is most important for trans-
forming India from a developing into a
strong and economically developed nation.
We are a billion of brilliant people, we must
make the world recognise India as a strong
natjon,” he said. He read out a small cou-
plet asking the children to follow it, “We
dream dreams, dreams transform into
thoughts, thoughts result in action.”

“Sweat’’ was Dr. Kalam's brief answer
when a student asked what made him suc-
cessful in his life, and his mission would be
to communicate “‘peace” to the people in

Lae ISELNIT
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the country and the world and would dedi-\
cate all his energy to transform India into a
strong developed nation. He said his
school teacher, Subramaniam Aiyar, in Ra-
meswaram, when he was a fifth standard
student, inspired him to become a scientist
when he taught him how the birds fly. “My
teacher was my biggest inspiration,” he
said. “You need good teachers, a scientific
environment and good books to inspire
you to become scientists,” he told the chil-
dren. Mahatma Gandhi and Vikram Sarab-
hai, he said, were his ideals. What he
expected from the school-going children
was dedication in their studies and a desire
to excel. “Like me you all should have a
vision of a strong developed India and turn
it into your mission,” he said. Accompa-
nied by the Chief Minister, Dr. Kalam was
received at the ashram by four senior trust-
ees and Gandhians, Narayan Desai, Chu-
nibhai Vaidya, Kartikeya Sarabhai, who is
the son of Vikram Sarabhai, and the former
Chief Justice of the Gujarat High Court, B. .
Diwan. He was taken round the ashram by
its secretary, Amrut Modi. Dr. Kalam also
paid a visit to the residence of his “guru”
Vikram Sarabhai. Today happened to be
Dr. Sarabhai’s 83td birth anniversary. .~
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Ahmedabad, Aug. 11: Smart-
ing under the Lyngdoh
whiplash, the Gujarat govern-
ment is not taking any chances
with A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

Literally whitewashing the
warts, the Narendra Modi ad-
ministration scrambled today to
spruce up two riot-relief camps
on the President’s tour itinerary
and barred the media from cov-
ering the most “risk-prone” leg
of the visit.

Kalam is scheduled to visit
two camps — Haj House and
Juhapura Widow House — on
Monday. Till late this evening,
Haj House, sheltering 1,200 riot
victims, was being hurriedly
whitewashed.

At 5 pm, more than two dozen
officials were busy disbursing
compensation at Haj House. The
camp inmates said they had not
seen the government machinery
so active except when Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
visited Gujarat on April 4.

An element of controversy
was injected into the President’s
scheduled tour, with the admin-
istration disallowing journalists
from accompanying the Presi-
dent to the two camps, where he
is scheduled to interact with the
victims.

The administration’s move to
keep the interaction under
wraps mirrors the anger that
has been swelling up inside the
camps.

Haj House shelters those dis-
placed when several camps were
forcibly closed last month to bui-
1d the government’s case that no-
rmality has returned to the state.

The inmates are certain to
pour their hearts out before the

President, and the BJP is not
sure what Kalam's response wili
be. If it is as biting as the comm-
ents of chief election commissi-
oner J.M. Lyngdoh, who yester-
day wondered aloud in full glare
of the media whether the Baroda
collector was a “joker”, the gove-
rnment would like that to be hea-
rd by as fewer people as possible.

The poll panel chief, who
wrapped up his Gujarat tour
today, tried to play down the pub-
lic rebuke as “utterances be-
tween two professionals”. Lyng-
doh, who said the final decision
on the election schedule would
be announced in a “couple of
days”, again displayed his now-
famous reluctance to beat about
the bush. Asked before his de-
parture from Baroda whether he
thought Gujarat was normal,
Lyngdoh shot back: “Do you
think normalcy is here?”

Chastened by the experience,
most BJP leaders today with-
drew into a shell and refused to
make any comment on the Presi-
dent’s visit. But a delighted Op-
position rubbed salt into the
wound.

“If the government has noth-
ing to hide, why are they are not
allowing the media to cover the
visit to the camps?” asked Con-
gress leader Hasmukh Patel.

The absence of “tutoring” in
the camps is also worrying the
administration. “We have not
structured any programme. We
are not tutoring the inmates.
During his 30-minute stay in the
camp, the President will interact
with the inmates and meet the
camp organisers. Everything
has been left to the President,”
chief relief coordinator S.M.H.

Bukhari said.

M See Page 8
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‘Give us a roof, then

’ By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, AUG.10. The Chief
Election Commissioner, j. M.
Lyngdoh, and his two Commis-
sioners, T. S. Krishnamurthy
and B. B. Tandon, on a visit to
Gujarat to decide on early As-
sembly elections, today heard in
Vadodara the same appeals
they heard in Ahmedabad yes-
terday from the riot-hit people:
“First give us roofs, then we will
think of votes.”

The CEC and his deputies vis-
ited some of the riot-affected
areas in Vadodara and taltked to
various delegations to assess
the situation. The team, which
is scheduled to return to Delhi
late tonight or tomorrow morn-
ing, declined to make any com-
ment.

The team visited Hanuman
Tekri where Best Bakery, scene
of the worst carnage in the city
where 14 persons were burnt
alive, is located. The Collector,
who accompanied Mr. Lyngdoh
and the team, was at the receiv-
ing end as he could not satis-
factorily answer some queries
- on the background of the bak-
P ery.

i The ruling BJP, which is de-
| manding early elections, creat-
{ ed a commotion at the Circuit
I House — where the CEC and

the team were receiving delega-
‘ tions — raising objections
about their agreeing to meet the
former Minister, Jaspal Singh.
The BJP claimed that Mr. Singh

was no longer connected with
any political party or non-gov-
ernment organisations but its
objections were brushed aside
because the former BJP leader is
now a member of the Samajwa-
di Party. The ruling party also
expressed reservations that the
CEC and the team were meeting
only delegations of the Muslim
minority, ignoring the Hindu-
dominated areas hit by the
riots.

Among the areas the team
visited were Babamanpura, Ki-
sanwadi, Panigate, Raja-Rani ki
Talao and Marathe village on
the outskirts from where many
Muslim families had migrated
during the riots. In fact, the sar-
panch of the village may have
ruined the BJP’s case for early
elections when he reportedly
told Mr. Lyngdoh that only
those Muslims who had land in
the v1llage were welcome to re-

uation after the recent riots.

tion, a visibly-angry Lyngdoh

we will think of votes’ ;

turn. The non-land owning
families would not be allowed
to return.

Mr. Lyngdoh also held a one-
to-one meeting with Zahira
Sheikh, main complainant in
the Best Bakery case, and her
mother, who told the CEC that
elections were not a priority for
them. In many affected areas,
the people raised banners with
the slogan, “Give us roof and
not elections.”

While the people in Hindu-
dominated Kisanwadi locality
told the Commission that there
was no hurdle in holding the
elections immediately, a dele-
gation of the People’s Union of
Civil Liberties, led by Kirit Bhatt,
suggested against it. The Con-
gress delegation accused the
BJP of attempting to sabotage a
Congress rallies. In contrast, the
BJP claimed that the situation
was conducive for elections.

CEC glves a plece of his mind

BARODA, AUG. 10. The Chief Election Commissioner, J. M. Lyng- |
doh, today gave a tongue-lashing to the district authorities here
and chided them for not giving proper information on the sit-

Apparently questioning the conclusion drawn on the situa-

asked the District Collector:

“How are you saying that the situation has improved?”

“What kind of stories were you telling us over there,” he
retorted after the district officials said the people were return-

. ing home, while giving a briefing on the situation in the areas

i worst hit by the riots.

| “The houses are all vacant. Are you not ashamed of your-

| { selves?” Mr. Lyngdoh asked. — PTI

THE HTINDU



‘Gujarat officials -
taste CEC’s wrath

Early polis unlikely in state

% tion is normal, yet

By Kingshuk Nag U
TiMEs NeEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad/Vadodara: The
utterances and body lan-
guage of Chief Election Com-
missioner JM. Lyngdoh in
the last two days—both in
public and closed-door meet-
ings-—clearly indicate that an
early election is unlikely in
Gujarat. Top civil and police
officials got a severe tongue-
lashing from Mr Lyngdoh ata
private meeting on Friday,
while on Saturday, the CEC
reprimanded Vadodara’s dis-
trict cellector and police com-
missioner in full public view.
Trouble for the state’s top
officials began the moment
chief secretary G. Subba Rao
opined that the “situation in
the state is normal”. “You call
this normal; you have the
temerity to say so,” riposted
the CEC. “Have you been to
the relief camps?” he asked
the stunned official. “I suggest
that you go to the relief camps
and stay there for two days.”
A little later during the
course of the hour-long meet-
ing, Mr Lyngdoh’s temper
flashed again when the addi-
tional director general of po-
lice in charge of intelligence,
R.B. Sreekumar, said, “If we
have to hold elections in the
state, we require more
forces.” Mr Lyngdoh looked
at the chief secretary and re-
marked sharply: “Reconcile
this for me. You say the situa-

\/

quire more forces for polls?”

Additional chief secretary
(home) Ashok Narain inter-
jected at this point and said,
“Sir, what he means is that..”
The CEC cut him down im-
mediately: “Does he require
help from you for interpeta-
tion or translation?”

A top civil official present
at the meeting told TNN: “We
will have to wait for the Elec-
tion Commission to come out
with their clear views about
the timing of elections, but
going by the places visited by
them and the way the meet-
ings have been conducted, I
have serious doubts that they
will give the green signal for
elections immediately.”

On Saturday morning, Mr
Lyngdoh gave Vadodara dis-
trict collector Bhagyesh Jhaa
piece of his mind, blaming
him for “not having complete
information” regarding the
Best Bakery tragedy.

A furious Lyngdoh, accom-
panied by his fellow ECs T'S.
Krishnamurthy and B.V. Tan-
don, lashed out at Mr Jha as
he fumbled to answer a ques-
tion from him at Hanuman
Tekri, where mobs had burnt
14 people alive inside the bak-
ery on March 2.

“You don’t have complete
information. You talk about
sporadic incidents. Where
are the details? Are you not
ashamed of yourseif?” Mr
Lyngdoh shouted at Mr Jh~
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Lyngdoh finds ri

ot victims’

homes usurped by Fuffiliis

By Sourav Mukherjee and {
Amit Mikherjee

{jloyd how she was not being al-

wed to return to a house

Times News NETWOH&N}‘ that she had lived her life in.

Ahmedabad: Sogan shout-
ing crowds who were oppos-
ing early electicms greeted
chief election coramissioner
J.M. Lyngdoh and two other
commissioners s they
toured the riot affeded areas
and relief camps of Ahmed-
abad on Friday morting.

“First give us reiabilita-
tion, then talk aboit elec-
tion,” said one banne- at the
Shah-e-Alam relief camp
where crowds gathered to
meet Mr Lyngdoh and two
other ECs B.B. Tandoa and
TS. Krishnamurthy.

After touring the affected
areas, Mr Lyngdoh told TNN
“the situation in Gujarat
looks quite delicate on the
face of it, we have to gather
some more impressions on
this”. Emotions boiled over
at the Shah-e-Alam camp as
inmates told Mr Lyngdoh
and his two commissioners
of their problems. Roshan-
bibi Mahboob Tamboli (65)
told them how rioters had
razed 10 houses at Juna Dhor
Bazaar in Maninagar area

™™ME "Mt

Without wasting a moment
a decision was taken not to

J.M. Lyngdoh

proceed on the planned visit
to Viramgam, a town 60 kms
away. Instead, Mr Lyngdoh
turned the motorcade to-
wards Juna Dhor Bazar. On
reaching the spot, it was
found that Roshanbibi’s
claims were justified.

Her house has become for-
bidden territory for her. Safi
Memon, organiser of the
camp, told the EC team, “This
plot of land on which a three-
storey building has been built
and the ground-floor quarter
too belongs to Roshanbibi”,

But, miscreants have re-

UF INDIA

placed the entrance to the
small courtyard leading to
her house with a cement
wall. Mr Lyngdoh duly took
note of this occurrence as
tenants peeped out of win-
dows from flats above.

The on-the-spot surprise
verification continued as
they reached Gheewali Chali
and six adjoining slums
which are part of the Ja-
malpur assembly constituen-
cy. Local residents pointed
out how 105 houses had been
looted and burnt by mobs.
“They don’t allow us to re-
construct our houses or even
our shops,” said one.

The motorcade moved at a
snail’s pace to reach the
Jhyasi Ram Ki Chali in
Behrampura area. Here the
enclave’s entrance was found
to be blocked by a shop
named ‘Jai Shree Ram pan
parlour’. The EC team sum-
moned the owner of the shop
that was set up during the ri-
ots to prevent anyone from
going back to their homes in
the slum. A stammering
Bholubhai Rajput, the pan
shop owner, said “I don’t sell
anything from the shop. I

have done nothing"/
. /
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By Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR, AUG. 6. The Guja-
rat Minister of State for Reve-
nue, Haren Pandya, resigned
. from the Cabinet here today,
i hours after the president of the
State Bharatiya Janata Party de-
clared as “closed” the contro-
versy over his  alleged
appearance before a tribunal of
retired judges probing the re-
cent communal riots. The office
of the Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, confirmed that he had ac-
cepted Mr. Pandya’s resigna-
tion.
The Minister submitted his

THE HNDU

resignation to the Chief Minis-
ter in the evening with a request
to relieve him of the ministerial
responsibilities  immediately.
Just as he had done in his “clar-
ification” to the notice issued
by the BJP State president, Ra-
jendrasinh Rana, Mr. Pandya hit
back at Mr. Modi in his resigna-
tion letter also, in which he said
that he was quitting the Cabinet
as he did not want the “interests
of the party to be harmed by an
individual’s whims and obstina-
cy.”

Even as Mr. Pandya told
presspersons that his decision
was personal and had not been

taken under instruction from
the party, the Cabinet spokes-
man and Urban Development
Minister, I. K. Jadeja, claimed
that Mr. Pandya was given two
options — tender an “apology”
for appearing before the tribu-
nal or resign.

Both Mr. Pandya and the par-
ty president refuted Mr. Jadeja's
claim.

Mr. Pandya said that he
would not withdraw the resig-
nation under any circumstanc-
es. “This is not a drama, this is
for real. There is no question of
my withdrawing the resignation
under any circumstances.”
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THE BJP HAS just managed to retain power in
Goa, where its Chief Minister, Manohar Parikkar,
had embarked upon a snap poll two years ahead
of schedule in a pre-emptive move to save his
Government from perceived destabilisation
threats. Not making it to the helm would have
meant a huge loss of face for the party, its political
embarrassment being much more acute because
of the gamble it had taken in seeking a fresh man-
date; this, of course, is apart from the ignomini-
ous prospect of being left with only Gujarat and
two small States under its governance. In the
event, the BJP finished with a tally of 17 seats (out
of 40 in the House) to emerge as the largest single
group, the Congress coming a close second with
16. Now, if the BJP has had little difficulty in mak-
ing up the requisite majority in the Assembly, it is
obviously because the smaller leader-centric re-
gional outfits, namely the United Goans Demo-

cratic Party and the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak

Party (which together have five members), found
the proposition of tying up with the BJP more
attractive.

Substantively speaking, the Goa polls came to
be invested with more interest than what normal-
ly attaches to the exercise in a State of its ge-
ographical size and political significance because
of the new national context defined by the recent
communally divisive developments in BJP-ruled
Gujarat, triggered as they were just about the
same time as Mr. Parikkar got the Assembly dis-
solved prematurely. In a calculated move, the BJP

«+° THE VERDICT IN GOA

raised its stakes high — and sharply\— by striking
a hard Hindutva line at its natiohal executive
meeting (held in Goa), what with the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, himself mbunting a ti-
rade against the Islamic community at a Panaji
public meeting that virtually kicked off the poll
campaign. For its part, the Congress did seek to
focus on the Gujarat happenings and their dis-
turbing implications for the country’s secular eth-
os. At the end of the day, the question whether
‘Gujarat’ (and the BJP’s ideological hark-back) has
been a major determinant in the voter’s choice is
debatable; in a sense, the fractured verdict itself
debunks any big swing one way or the other. Yet,
there is a view that Mr. Parikkar’s ‘clean image’
would have fetched more seats for the BJP but for
the black deeds of the Narendra Modi regime.

It is indeed regrettable that the people of Goa
have not given a clear mandate to either of the
major contenders to power. But then, in 1999,
they did give the Congress enough numbers to
form a Government on its own strength and that
had not guaranteed stability. If, on the contrary,
the State had to witness a quick turnover of Chief
Ministers, it had everything to do with the un-
principled floor crossings resorted to by the legis-
lators unabashedly and with impunity. To be fair,
this ‘culture’ permeates the State’s entire political
spectrum. One wonders if the punishment meted
out by the electorate to at least some of the noto-
rious defectors this time will bring about the nec-
essary change in the political class.

|



“Split verdict

Press Trust of

PANAIJI, May 8. — The Goa
Bench of Bombay High Court
today delivered a split judgment
— one in favour and the other
against — on two separate peti-
tions filed by the Congress lead-
ers challenging the 27 February
order of dissolving the Assembly
by the Governor, Mohd Fazal.

The two-judge-Bench, com-
prising Mr Justice AS Aguiar
and Mr Justice PV Hardas, gave
different judgments, with former
allowing the petitions and the
latter dismissing the same.

The order passed by Mr Jus-
tice Aguiar stated: “The im-
pugned order of the Governor
(No G/2/2002/2881, dated 27
February 2002), dissolving the
Goa Assembly suffers from legal
malafides and is based on advice
to dissolve the House, for a pur-

on Goa Ho

pose not authorised 3’1 # The
judge further observed that “the
impugned order is an pbuse of
the power and, therefore, uncon-
stitutional and deserves to be and
is hereby set aside and quashed”.

“Consequently, the order No
(G/2/2002/2882 dated 27 Febru-
ary 2002, continuing the chief
minister and his council of min-
isters in power, is also required
to be and is, hereby, set aside
and quashed. Rule made abso-
lute accordingly,” Mr Justice
Aguiar’s judgment stated.

Mr Justice Hardas upheld the
order of the Governor and dis-
missed the petitions. In the op-
erative part of his judgment, he
said: “In the result, writ petitions
Nos 84 and 88 of 2002 are dis-
misséd. Rule discharged, no or-
der as to costs.”

Citing the provision in Chap-
ter One, Rule 6, of the manual
“the Bombay High Court

TR STATESHA?

se-dissolution

1.

( pp'ellargvsl'de) Rules, 1960”,
court sources said that as per
procedure, when both judges dif-
fer, the matter is referred to the
Chief Justice of the country who
then nominates a third judge for
his opinion on the matter.

The provision cited by sources
stated: “The point of difference
of opinion between judges of a
Division Bench shall be decided
in the manner provided for in
Section 98 of the Code of Civil
Procedure or Section 392 of the
Code of the Criminal Procedure
as the case may be. “After the
third judge to whom the reference
is made has given his opinion, the
matter shall be placed before the
Division Bench, which had origi-

“nally heard the matter and it shall

pronounce the final judgment or
order disposing of the matter.”

The petitioners prayed for set-
ting aside and quashing the
Governor’s order.
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“Poll panel plans door—t@o/o/r survey

Thorn for Modi

in ro

FROM MONOBINA GUPTA

New Delhi, July 24: The Elec-
tion Commission will soon
begin an “intensive” revision
of electoral rolls in Gujarat
and seven other states, set-
ting off speculation that
polls might be delayed in the
riot-scarred state.

Even as it appeared that the
commission was not in favour
of hurtling into elections in Gu-
jarat, a BJP team led by party
president Venkaiah Naidu
called on its members to press
for early polls.

In Parliament, deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani aggres-
sively defended Narendra Modi
once again, saying: “Inthe last 50
years, I have seen many riots. No
chief minister has controlled the
riots more ruthlessly and effec-
tively than Modi.”

An intensive revision of elec-

toral rolls means upgrading the
voters’ list after a door-to-door
survey —— an exercise that takes
longer than a “summary” revi-
sion of rolls, not based on a door-
to-door identification of voters.
The decision to revise the
' rolls was taken at a full meeting

AR
of the dpmmission, attended by
chief election officers from Gu-
jarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Nagaland,
Tripura, Meghalaya, Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh. All the
states are scheduled to go to polls
within the next year.

“Revision of rolls is a long-
drawn process and will be com-
plete by January 1,” an official
said. The upgraded list will also
include voters who become eligi-
ble to vote on January 1.

“It takes at least one to two
months for the process of door-
to-door survey to be complete,”
the official said.

The commission has just
completed revision of the voters’
list in Jammu and Kashmir,
where elections are due in Sep-
tember, after it found the old list
shoddy and iliegible.

In Gujarat, door-to-door veri-
fication of voters will take even
more time in the aftermath of
the riots that have displaced
thousands of Muslims. Many of
the 20,000-0dd people living in re-
lief camps do not have a scrap of
document to prove their identity,

But the BJP is keeping up the
pressure for early elections.

TME TELEGRAPH
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After 9today ’s meetmg, Naidu
said the commission has prom-
ised to take a decision on the
issue soon. Apart from the party
president, the team that called
on the commission members in-
cluded Arun Jaitley, Mukhtar
Abbas Nagvi, Anita Arya and
Gujarat minister Ashok Bhatt.

In a memorandum submitted
to the commission, the party
said: “If certain extraordinary
norms of normality are put, sub-
jective opinions of democracy
will derail the electoral process
and that would be destructive for
democracy.”

"~ As proof of normality in Gu-
jarat, the BJP pointed to the 75
per cent turnout in the panchay-
at elections, the 98 per cent atten-
dance in examinations and the
celebration of festivals like Ram
Navami, Shivratri and the Ja-
gannath rath yatra. “Thousands
of processions were taken out on
the occasion of Muharram.
These were all incident-free and
nobody argued that the state was
not normal,” the party said.

But even if the commission
agrees to hold early elections,
the late monsoon could prove a
spoiler for the BJP. (See Page 6)
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ig Two star in Gujarat slanging match

Vaghela pulls

X %
out Amin ace{bY "

FROM BASANT RAWAT

Gandhinagar, July 22: Gujarat
Congress president Shanker-
sinh Vaghela today tried to keep
the momentum going in his reju-
venated party by setting up a
campaign committee under
Narhari Amin, a strong Patel
leader, and announcing a series
of programmes to highlight the
BJP’s failure.

The Congress’ steering com-
mittee decided at a meeting that
the rallies and conventions wou-
1d begin from August 4 at Deesa,
where the party will demand
that some parts of the state be
declared drought-affected.

Vaghela, who had electrified
the party by kicking off the polls
campaign on July 17, a day before
chief minister Narendra Modi
recommended dissolution of the
Assembly, is going all out to turn
the party into a fighting unit.

Talking to reporters after the
meeting, he said: “The rally is
being organised in Deesa, a town
in north Gujarat, to highlight the
very serious problem of water
and power which has affected
farmers across the state.” These

are some of the burning issues

that the Congress intends to
| focus on to puncture the BJP’s
claims of good performance in
the last four years.

The Congress plans to ob-
serve August9—when Mahatma
Gandhi had given the quit-India
call to the British — as a “BJP
hatao, Gujarat bachao” day. A
huge rally will be held in Surat,
Guijarat’s diamond and textile
hub, followed by a meeting with
the business community.

On August 14, a youth con-
vention will be held on the cam-
pus of Gujarat University. Every
rally and convention will be ad-
dressed by senior Congress
leader Kamal Nath, who is in
charge of the state, and Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi’s
political secretary Ahmed Patel.

But Vaghela’s masterstroke
of the day was Amin’s appoint-
ment. By bringing the strong

Patel leader in the limelight, he
has set the BJP thinking. The
only man laughing in the saffron
party seems to be Keshubhai
Patel, who will become indispen-
sable. The BJP will now have to
seek the help of the former chief
minister, who is still sulking be-
cause of the humiliating man-
ner in which he was pushed out
for his alleged non-performance.
Clearly, without his involve-
ment, the BJP cannot win the
strong Patel lobby, which can tilt
the balance to either side.

There lies a catch. If Patel’s
help is required to win elections,
the BJP will have to face embar-
rassing questions about why he
was removed. Moreover, if he
has to be involved, he has to be
given an important post like
president of the state BJP. The
move could upset the Kshatriya
community as Rajendrasinh
Rana will have to be replaced. If
Rana is removed and Patel refus-
es to work wholeheartedly, the
BJP might get shocking results,
admitted a senior BJP leader.

On the other hand, the pro-
motion of Vaghela, a charismat-
ic Kshatriya leader who is equal-
ly popular among Dalits, OBCs
and tribals, has boosted the Con-
gress’ chances. “They (the work-
ers) are fully charged and enthu-

sjastic. This makes us believe
that the Congress is going to
come to power with a historic
majority whenever the elections
are held,” said Kamal Nath,
adding that the people of Gu-
jarat would not be misled by
Modi’s diversionary tactics. The
last six months have proved that
his slogan of a “prosperous and
safe Gujarat” rings hollow.

While reiterating that the Co-
ngress is prepared to face elec-
tions, the Congress leader main-
tained that the Election Commis-
sion must satisfy itself before
notifying the poll. Considering
that thousands of refugees wou-
1d be not be able to vote, “we hope
the EC will take a decision after
taking into account all factors,
the ground reality”, he added.

UNITED WE STAND

Mulayam Singh Yadav, HD Deve Gowda and Laloo Prasad Yadav share a light moment in

Parliament before launching the attack on the government. Telegraph picture

FROM OUR SPECIALCORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, July 22: The dissolution of the Gu-
jarat Assembly today paralysed proceedings in
Parliament and united the Opposition both inside
and outside the House.

The Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha were ad-
journed amid continuous slogan-shouting against
Narendra Modi and for Central rule in Gujarat.

The Opposition also closed ranks outside Par-
liament with the Samajwadi Party announcing its
decision to back the Opposition vice-presidential
nominee, Sushil Kumar Shinde, after keeping the
Congress and the Left on tenterhooks for three
days.

Amar Singh said his party was supporting
Shinde to “uphold secularism” in spite of being be-
trayed by them. Mulayam Singh Yadav, Sonia
Gandhi, Somnath Chatterjee and others presented
a happy and united picture minutes after they
jointly sponsored Shinde’s candidature.

journed the House for two hours when the com-
bined Opposition clamoured for the suspension of
question hour to discuss the dissolution of the Gu-
jarat Assembly. After lunch, deputy Speaker PM.
Sayeed finally called it a day when the Opposition
leaders showed no signs of relenting.

Throughout question hour, Joshi refused to
yield to the Opposition demand for its suspension.
Agitated members of the Congress, the RJD, Left
parties, the Samajwadi Party and others stormed
into the well, shouting; “We want 356 (imposition of
President’s rule under Article 356 of the Constitu-
tion)” and “Modi hatao, desh bachao (Remove
Modi, save the country)”.

Joshi reminded agitated members like Jaipal
Reddy and Priya Ranjan Das Munshi of the Con-
gress that question hour was last suspended in
1990, when both Opposition and treasury benches
wanted it. When he sought the government’s view,
parliamentary affairs minister Pramod Mahajan
categorically rejected it, saying “there is no qu-
estion of suspension of question hour”.

BJP counters
Central rule call

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, July 22: The BJP
has rejected the Congress de-
mand to place Gujarat under
Central rule while the Congress
has contested the ruling party’s
insistence on holding Assembly
elections in October.

In the slanging match that
erupted between the two main
players on Gujarat, the BJP ar-
gued that the state had returned
to normal, the prerogative of
chief ministers to dissolve their
Assemblies whenever they wish-
ed was recognised by the Consti-
tution and there were more con-
troversial precedents to holding
elections in states deemed as
“disturbed”.

“President’s rule under (Arti-
cle) 356 is imposed only when
there is a breakdown of the con-
stitutional machinery and when
governance cannot be carried
out in accordance with its provi-
sions,” said BJP spokesman
Arun Jaitley.

Arguing that the Gujarat sit-
uation was “completely norm-
al”, Jaitley said the Congress de-
mand for Central rule was “aga-
inst the letter and spirit of the
Constitution”.

“Having recommended As-
sembly dissolution, elections are
now not a matter of expediency
but a part of the democratic pro-
cess. Democracy is not a system
where political parties must shy
away from (the) people. On the
contrary, it says when in
doubt go back to the people,” he
maintained.

Jaitley recalled it was for this
reason that when the Opposition
cried for Narendra Modi's
resignation, the BJP executive
had turned it down at the Goa
executive.

He debunked the Congress
claim that the party was ready to
face elections any time as “af-
fecting a brave facade”. “Each
one of its statements and activi-
ties is intended towards avoiding
elections,” Jaitley alleged.

Countering the charge that
the time was not ripe to hold an
election in Gujarat because a
large number of people contin-
ued to live in relief camps, Jait-
ley recalled that in 1983, in spite
of a massive poll boycott call
in Assam and a low turnout, the
state went through with the
exercise.

“In Punjab, at the height of
militancy, there were repeated
elections and in 1984, when 3,000
persons were massacred in
Delhi, polis were held within 45
days,” he said.

Jaitley iterated the legal ar-
gument that a state could not
function indefinitely without an
elected legislature and criticised
the Congress for stalling Parlia-
ment over its demand.

“I repeat elections to Gujarat
Assembly should be held expedi-
tiously,” Jaitley stressed and
maintained that Article 174
made it clear that there should
not be a gap of more than six
months between two Assembly
sittings.

The Gujarat legislature last
met on April 6 and if elections
were not conducted before Octo-
ber, it would amount to contra-
vening this constitutional
provision.

A Congress delegation led
by the leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha, Manmohan
Singh, which called on chief
election commissioner J.M.
Lyngdoh today, argued that
Article 174 applied to a living
and not a dead Assembly. The
Gujarat Assembly was dissolved
on July 18 and the invocation
of Article 174 was a “grey area”,
even according to constitutional
pundits.

The Congress’ other point
was that Article 324 gave the
Election Commission all-encom-
passing powers to conduct and
monitor elections, implying
thereby that only the poll
panel was in a position to
take a holistic view of the
Gujarat scenario, instead of just

alegal one. T
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FROM BASANT RAWAT

Ahmedabad, July 211 the Gu-
jarat Assembly elections are he-
1d in October as desired by chief
minister Narendra Modi, a large
section of the minority commu-
nity may not be able to vote.

Not merely the 20,000-0dd in-
mates residing in 10 official and
an equal number of unofficial
relief camps, but also hundreds
of thousands of riot victims,
who have either migrated from
the city or are living in rented
houses or putting up with rela-
tives, will be deprived of their
1 democratic right.

Camp organisers say it is
next to impossible to rehabilitate
all the inmates in two months.
Even a section of the BJP op-
posed to early elections agrees
with the Congress and the camp
organisers that so long as there
are refugees, the situation can-
not be described as normal.

On paper, only 10 camps are
functioning in Ahmedabad after
some were shut down by the gov-
ernment to demonstrate that the
riot victim$ were returning
home. However, unofficially and

w1t out government as31stance
10 more are operating. “The con-
dition of some of these is bad,”
said Shauketkhan Pathan, secre-
tary, Kaumi Relief Committee.

Election is the last thing on
the minds of the riot victims still
living in relief camps, partly be-
cause they have no expectation
from it. In the last polls, many
from the minority community
had voted for the BJP, which had
promised a riot-free state.

With the Congress taking up
the cause of relief camp inhabi-
tants who, without an address,
might not be able to vote, those in
charge of the camps — and
speaking on behalf of the com-
munity — said they would en-
sure that the BJP is defeated.

The Congress has already
brought the issue to the notice of
Governor S.S. Bhandari. Tomor-
row, it will narrate the situation
to the Election Commission,
which will decide when the elec-
tions are to be held.

Congress spokesman Has-
mukh Patel said: “The ground
situation is not conducive for
holding elections. Not just be-
cause thousands of riot victims

_who have left the camps have not

G, )

“are yet to be rehdbilitateédf but
electoral rolls have nof beeh re-
vised. The process is on and it
will take a couple of months. Be-
sides, only 1.25 erore people have
voter identity cards. If elections
are held without voter identity
cargds, there are chances of
bogus voting.”

Inamul Iraki, in charge of the
Dariakhan Ghummat camp,
which has 1,500 residents, said:
“There is no question of these
people participating in elections.
Most of them have lost someone
in their families, they have no
home to return to and they are
yet to get compensation.”

At Shah-e-Alam relief camp,
with over 4,000 people, Safibhai
Memon said - that even those

all returned home out of fear.
Many of those who have will be
afraid of going out to vote.
Mohammed Hakimuddin
Qasmi of Jamiat-Ulema-I-Hind
Relief Committee suggested that
the Election Gommission should
prepare a sefirate electoral roll
for riot victims and give t
voter identity cards.
WSee Page8
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““CONG., LEFT ADOPTING DOUBLE STANDARDS’

BIP justifies move for

early Gujarat poIIs
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NEW DERHI, JULY 20. The Bharatiya Janata Party to-
day rejécted the Opposition demand for Presi-
dent’s rule in Gujarat ahead of the Assembly
elections and charged the Congress and the Left
parties with adopting ‘double standards’ with re-
gard to the decision to have early polls in the
State.

A day after the dissolution move, the BJP presi-
dent, M. Venkaiah Naidu, told a press conference
here that, on the one hand, the Congress and the
Left parties had stated that they were prepared
for the Assembly elections and, on the other, crit-
icised the Modi Government decision to go in for
early polls.

“It shows their nervousness and unprepared-
ness. What is the rationale behind the double
standards? Are they afraid (to face elections)”” Mr.
Naidu asked.

He claimed that instead of removing just one
person (Mr. Modi) from power, the State Govern-
ment recommended the dissolution of the As-
sembly to face fresh elections. “It requires moral
courage.”

On the Opposition demand for President’s rule
in Gujarat ahead of the Assembly elections, Mr.
Naidu asked whether it could then be inferred
that every State where elections were due next
year should have a similar arrangement.

The Congress had different yardsticks — one
for States where the party was in the Opposition
and another where it was in power. Since As-
sembly elections were due in nine States, includ-
ing Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, would the

a’By Our Special Correspondent

Congress agree to brmg these States under Cen-
tral rule? “If so, we can discuss it,” Mr. Naidu
said.

Asked why the BJP was advocating President’s
rule in Jammu and Kashmir before the Assembly
elections, Mr. Naidu said it had yet to take a stand
and what was being articulated were the
suggestions.

He scoffed at the appointment of Shankarsinh
Waghela as the Gujarat Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee chief, a factor that is said to have contrib-
uted to the BJP advancing the Assembly polls.
‘Waghela wha? he asked and said: “We know him
better and sympathise with the Congress, for it
did not have a person to take on the BJP. It had to
take a refugee from the ‘parivar’”.

Mr. Naidu announced the finalisation of work
allocation for his new team. The details would be
made public tomorrow, but specific responsib-
ilities had been allotted in areas such as political
affairs, public issues and people’s problems, pro-
gramme planning, implementation and monitor-
ing, tour and coordination with the State units
and focus on the affairs of SCs/STs and women.
Separate teams for the media, elections and in-
tellectuals would be formed.

He discounted reports of a change of guard in
some States where Assembly elections are due.

Changes, if required, would be made after con-
sultations with the State leaders and assessmemnm
by the central leadership.

The Congress president, Sonia Gandhi, mean-
while today appointed Suresh Pachauri and Pa
wan Bansal as AICC observers for the Gu;ard
elections.

Gujarat Cong. for President’s rule

By Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR, JULY 20. The Guj-
arat Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee today described as “unjust
and improper” the decision of
the Governor, Sunder Singh
Bhandari, to allow the Narendra
Modi Ministry to continue as
caretaker government and has
demanded the immediate im-
position of President’s rule in
the State to ensure free and fair
elections.

A five-member GPCC delega-
tion, led by its former president,
Amarsinh Chaudhary, called on
Mr. Bhandari at the Raj Bhavan
here today and raised the issue
of large-scale transfer of Gov-
ernment employees just before
the dissolution of the Assembly,
with him.

The delegation alleged that
the changes had been made “to
facilitate the ruling BJP in the
coming elections”.

In a memorandum, the party
said the Modi administration
had put its “yes-men’ at vital
positions to misuse the provi-
sions of the rules framed by the

Election Commission under
which the returning officers had
been empowered to reject a
nomination paper if he finds
any information provided by
the candidate “unsatisfactory.”

Pointing out that Gujarat
might be the first State going to
the polls under the new rules,
the memorandum expressed
the apprehension that the Modi
administration might try to re-
ject the nominations of impor-
tant Congress candidates.

The transfers could be can-
celled only if President’s rule
was imposed, it said adding that
with the dissolution of the As-
sembly, Mr. Modi had lost the
confidence of the House and
that there was no justification
for his continuation.

Drawing a parallel between
the situation prevailing in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Gujarat, it
recalled the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, L.K. Advani's suggestion
for the imposition of President’s
rule in Jammu and Kashmir for
the sake of a free and fair elec-
tion.

The same argument holds

€EE AINDO

ground for the imposition o
President’s rule in Gujarat a
sporadic incidents of violence
were still continuing in the
State, it said.

Later talking to presspersons,
the GPCC president, Shankar-
sinh Waghela, said his party
would wait for the Governor's
decision on their demands be-
fore contemplating the next
step. He, however, ruled out the
possibility of approaching a
court of law on the issue.

The -steering committee of |

the party and other senior lead-
ers would meet in Gandhinagar
on Monday in the presence of
the AICC secretary in-charge of
Guijarat affairs, Kamal Nath, and
the political adviser to the party

president, Ahmed Patel, to fi- |

nalise the party’s election strat-
egy.

Meanwhile, Mr. Modi told
presspersons in Rajkot today
that the decision to dissolve the
Assembly was taken long back
but that he had waited for the
peaceful completion of the ‘rath
yatra’ and the Presidential elec-
tions before taking the ste%
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e " WITH AN EYE ON EARLY ELECTIONS

»' Modi resigns, gets

“|Assembly dis

By Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR, JULY 19. The Guj-
arat Governor, Sunder Singh
Bhandari, today dissolved the
State Assembly and accepted the
resignation of the Chief Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi. He has
asked Mr. Modi to continue in
office till alternative arrange-
ments are made.

In a day of swift develop-
ments, Mr. Modi convened a
special meeting of the Cabinet,
which unanimously adopted a
one-line resolution recom-
mending to the Governor disso-
lution of the Assembly. Armed
with the resolution, Mr. Modi
along with some of his senior
Cabmet colleagues called on the

‘Forgive me’

Governor and handed over to ViVag

him the resolution along with the
resignation of his Ministry. Mr.
Modi later told mediapersons
that it would be for the Election
Commission to set a date for
elections, but claimed that there
were precedents for holding early
polls in such circumstances. He
was hopeful that the State’s re-
quest would be accepted.

The Cabinet meeting was pre-
ceded by a similar one on Tues-
day night which, however,
refrained from taking any deci-
sion on dissolution of the As-
sembly and dispersed after
discussing the problems arising
out of the delayed monsoon. The
State Congress president and Mr.
Mod1 s arch r1val Shankarsmh

GANDHINAGAR, JULY 19. The
Gujarat Chief Minister,
Narendra Modi, has sought
the “forgiveness of the
people with folded hands”
for any mistakes
committed, either by his
colleagues or him.

In a written statement
here this evening , he said:
“Governments will come
and go — Chief Ministers
will come and go. But
Gujarat is eternal. To
uphold the pride, prestige,
and splendour of Gujarat,
let us all march together”.
— UNI
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a, whlle relteratmg that
his party was ready to face the
elections any time, however,
wondered about the “haste”
with which the Assembly was
being dissolved even when the
Modi Ministry faced no threat.
He demanded the imposition of
President’s rule in the State be-
fore the elections to ensure a
free and fair poll. Asked about
Mr. Waghela’s appointment as
the State Congress president,
Mr. Modi said it was strange
that the Congress had accepted
“as its present” what was the
“past of the BJP.”

Mr. Modi was keen on going
to the polls by June but was ad-
vised against it by the central
leadership for various reasons.
Besides, the party was doubtful
of the EC agreeing to hold the
elections at the height of the
communal disturbances, par-
ticularly with thousands of riot
victims living in relief camps.
The leadership was also not
prepared to risk losing the votes
of the Assembly members in the
crucial Presidential elections.

But with the peaceful com-
pletion of the Jagannath rath
yatra, the end of the Presiden-
tial polls and the closing down
of most of the relief camps for
the riot victims, Mr. Modi may
not encounter any other hin-.
drance 1o early elections.}fé
has also made his security “ad-
viser, K.P.S. Gill, relinquish of-
ce to impress upon the EC that
the law and order situation is
conducive.
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" Ahmed

By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, JULY 12. The Gujarat
administration, police and the
people heaved a sigh of relief as
the 125th rath yatra of Lord Ja-
gannath ended peacefully in
Ahmedabad today after passing
through the sensitive traditional
route amid unprecedented se-
curity. Reports said that the ya-
tra was also peaceful in
Bhavnagar, the second most
sensitive city, Vadodara, and
other major centres of the State.

The yatra, however, was not
without hiccups. Even after a
night-long combing operation
in different parts of Ahmeda-
bad, in which pistols and live
cartridges were recovered and
five persons arrested in the Da-
riapur locality, police continued
to search sensitive areas before
the “rath yatra” started and
seized five local-made “rocket
launchers,”’ nine country-made
guns, 12 live cartridges, 20
bombs and other equipment in
Shahpur and arrested 10 per-
sons, who the Crime Branch
said, “belonged to some suicide
squad.”

Responding to the appeal of
the police authorities, the size
of the yatra was not only re-
duced to one-third, but the
temple trust also ensured that
the yatra was completed in
time, with all the three main
chariots returning to the temple
before sunset. Normally, the
rath yatra ends around mid-

night. Y

SUICIDE SQUAD' ARRESTED e
abad rath yatra peaceful

I
2.

The Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra Modi, (centre) waves during the Jagganath yatra
procession in Ahmedabad on Friday. — AFP

Steps were also taken to en-
sure that there was no provoca-
tive slogan-raising during the
yatra, particularly in the minor-
ity-dominated localities. Blar-
ing of loudspeakers, and
playing of religious or patriotic
songs along the 14-km circui-
tous route also helped sub-
merge any slogan shouting.
Besides large-scale deployment
of police and para-military
forces, including personnel of
the Rapid Action Force, the Bor-

der Security Force and the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force,
hundreds of plainclothesmen
mingled with the crowd, keep-
ing a strict vigil.

While many families belong-
ing to the minority community
in Dariapur, Shahpur, Jamalpur
and other sensitive areas de-
serted their homes in the last
few days, those who had no
place to go stayed indoors in re-
sponse to the appeal by the
Muslim leaders to observe a

sHE HINDU

self-imposed “janata curfew.”
The rooftops of the buildings on
the two sides of the narrow
lanes, through which the rath
yatra passed, were occupied by
police. The yatra, flagged off by
the Gujarat Chief Minister, Na-
rendra Modi, and some other
members of his Cabinet, at the
Jagannath temple at 7 a.m. was
received as usual by the leading
citizens, Muslim leaders and
members of the Communa
Harmony Committee.




Yatra forces camp oustees to return

GANDHINAGAR, July 1l. — Tomorrow’s
Jagannath Yatra has put a spanner in the reha-
bilitation of Muslim oustees in Gujarat. Nearly
3,000 people have returned to the Shah Alam camp,
where they had been living after the February riots.

In Bhavnagar, security was tightened after police
seized firearms from various areas of the city.

A resident of Shah Alam camp said: “Those who
have come back include the oustees from Naroda-
Patia who were in the process of returning to their
homes after four months.” The others are from
Behrampur, Kankaria and Saraspur. Asked how long

Gy VA
will they stay, Mr Mehboob Khdn, a resident in the
camp, said: “We will decide after tomorrow.” There
were 1,300 oustees living in the camp and now
another 3,000 have come back.

Twelve families from Ranip, Shahibang, Shahpur
and Vadaj have returned to the Dariakhan Gummat
camp. Mr Altaf, a camp organiser, said people
claimed that they had seen Bajrang Dal followers
carrying weapons such as trishuls and were scared to
stay at home. The Dariakhan Gummat camp is
already catering to 2,309 people.

+ Editorial: We are watching! page 4
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Clergy tells Mu lims fo. stay

mdoors

TiMES NEws NETWOR

Ahmedabad: It is with ah air of
cocky confidence that the police is
approaching the bandobast for Fri-
day’s Rath Yatra in the city which
has the entire city on tenterhooks
due to fears of a fresh outbreak of
violence.

The Muslim clergy, in the mean-
while, organised a meeting of the
community leaders on Wednesday,
appealing to all Muslims to observe
‘Janta curfew’ on Friday, meaning
that all Muslims should stay indoors
along the route of the procession
that will be guarded by some 15,000
policemen and security personnel.
Another 15,000 policemen and para-
military personnel will be deployed
in the sensitive areas of the city.

The city police, which initially
pleaded before the government to ei-
ther ban the Rath Yatra or change its
route to skirt the sensitive areas, has
been forced to pull out all stops in
preparing for the big event and even
had an elaborate dress-rehearsal on
Wednesday where details of huge se-

curity cover were ironed out. The
entire route, in fact, turned into a
sea of Khaki.

Leading the pack of policemen
who believe that the Rath Yatra
would pass off without much trou-
ble is the security adviser to chief
minister K.PS. Gill himself, who
told TNN, “The arrangements are
such that there is no chance of trou-
ble”. Mr Gill himself took stock of
the dress-rehearsal at Tambu Chow-
ki, one of the most sensitive spots
along the route.

The meeting held in the Juma
Masjid here saw the clergy appealing
to Muslims to stay indoors but there
were signs of resentment, especially
from the youth, that the Rath Yatra
in such times of distress was just
adding salt to injury. The clergymen,
however, pointed out that there will
be elements who would be looking
for the slightest of excuse to foment
trouble again and a self-imposed cur-
few was the best option under the
present circumstances.

Several Muslim families have, in
fact, planned to leave their localities

ing ‘Rath Yatra

which fall along the route. In other
areas like Punjabi Gali and Nagina
Pole, residents have erected huge
iron gates at the entrance to fortify
themselves. Policemen will be post-
ed on each roof-top along the route to
prevent anybody from flinging
bombs into the crowd. However, all
these arrangements left Mohammed
Saleem, who owns a building mate-
rials shop at Tambu Chowky, said
“We are not convinced we are safe”.

Additional commissioner of po-
lice, Satish Verma, who was touring
the route throughout the day, said
“BEvery detail of deployment has
been worked out, we are not taking
any chances. Other police officials,
however, said that while they did not
apprehend any major outbreak of
communal violence, a terrorist
strike on the Rath Yatra cannot be
ruled out. In fact, these officials said
even the culprits responsible for the
serial blasts on city buses on May 29
had not been identified or arrested
yet. “For such elements, tiis will be
the best opportunity to gfrike”, said
a senior official.

THE TELEGRAPM
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CHIEF MINISTER TO RETAIN ELECTION CARD

P

Gu; arat yalm on
otrack: Advani

Statesman News Service

GANDHINAGAR, July 7. — The Ja-
gannath vatra in Gujarat will not be
called off despite the riots in Ahme-
dabad, Mr LK Advani said today.

The Deputy Prime Minister, who
curtailed his visit to the state to fly to
Mumbai and pay his homage to Dhir-
ubhai Ambani, said since the Yatra
was a grandiose religious festival, it
would not be cancelled. “The govern-
ment is making available more para-
military forces,” he said. The yatra is
scheduled for Friday.

“In my 50 years of public life 1 have
seen that more often than not commu-
nal riots are sparked off by trivial is-
sues. They are difficult to control. The
violence in Gujarat was caused by the
horrendous incident ... at Godhra,”
Mr Advani said, adding that “vested
interests” had kept the riots going af-
ter they had been curbed initially.

On Assembly polls, the Union
home minister admitted that the sit-
uation was not yet normal in the state,
but it was up to the Narendra Modi
government to decide when it would
hold elections.

To a query on whether there was go-
ing to be any change in Gujarat both
at the government and organisational
levels on the pattern of the reshuffle at
the Centre, Mr Advani said: “even

state governments have to be innova-
tive. Anyway, the (govern-ment’s)
term is coming to an end and they will
have to face the electorate. They have
to decide on when to hold the elec-
tions and what kind of governance
they propose to give to the people.”
While advising the Modi adminis-
tration to concentrate on “good gov-
ernance”, Mr Advani said that “mere

“Communal riots more
often than not are caused
by the most trivial issues.

But what happened at
Godhra was horrendous

restoration of peace is not normalcy”.

“The people are still gripped by a
sense of insecurity and complete
peace and normalcy will said to have
been restored in Gujarat when there
is a sense of security among all sec-
tions of the people,” he said.

The minister, however, gave credit
to the chief minister for controlling
the violence and said “the state gov-
ernment performed well to contain
the violence. If it had fully controlled
the situation within two or three days,

it would have been tqyits credit but it
didn’t happen this way”.

Asked if the “leaking’ of the forensic
report on Godhra has\cast doubts on
the belief that a mob had burnt down
the Sabarmati Express coach, Mr Ad-
vani said “women, children and other
passengers who were charred to death
after the S-6 coach was set ablaze
would not have killed themselves”. The
forensic report had said the windows
of the coach were too high for inflam-
mable liquids to be poured in.

The home minister said by bringing
in Mr KPS Gill, the situation had
been brought under control: “Mr Gill
has done well to contain violence... he
has grassroots experience.”

‘Infiitration still rampant’
The Deputy Prime Minister said while
infiltration from across the border
had come down, “it had not stopped™.
adding that the idea of a joint patrol
was given up as Pakistan disagreed
with the proposal. He said it was not
easy to assess infiltration but it could
be known when infiltrators were ei-
ther caught or confronted. “We will
take our own time to assess infiltra-
tion from across the border,” he said.

Pointing out that the government
would complete 1,000 days in office
tomorrow, Mr Advani said this was an
indicator that the BJP was capable of
following the coalition manmra. /
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< Muslims desert homes as
5 N;f”lagapnat!] rath yatra nears

By Manas Dasgupta ©

AHMEDABAD, JULY 5. Wasim
Khan, who is working with a
non-government organisation
in a riot relief camp here, has
sent his family to the house
of relatives in Karnataka.
Nazir has already sent his
children to Anand and now
plans to shift his wife and
other relatives there.

They are not alone,
hundreds of panic-stricken
Muslim families in Dariapur,
Shahpur and other minority-
dominated localities in
Ahmedabad on the route of
the Jagannath rath yatra on
July 12 are moving out of
Gujarat or to smaller towns
or villages in the State.

There is apprehension that
the rath yatra might spark
another round of bloody riots
in case the huge Hindu
congregation is attacked at
any point when the chariots
pass through the
communally-sensitive areas.

The fear has gripped even
the Muslim-dominated
localities in Juhapura from
where some 200 families in
six housing colonies,
including the Anjum, Al-

Hamja, Araval}i, and Sahewas
Park societies, fave moved out
or are in the prucess of
moving out till the yatra is
over. Juhapura is far away
from the yatra route but the
people there are apprehensive
because of an attack on them
last month when even police
allegedly sided with the
hooligans to beat up the
minorities, including women.
A former Congress corporator,
Farzan Khan, confirmed that a
large number of Muslim
families preferred to stay away
from the city.

The organisers of the
Muslim relief camps are
worried that a large number of
people might flock to the
safety of camps as the yatra
date approaches. Even after
the State Government's efforts
to forcibly close down all but
three relief camps, at least 10
are still running on their own
providing shelter to over
20,000 families because the
inmates have refused to return
to their houses till at least the
rath yatra is over.

Mohsin Kadri, organiser of
the Shah Alam Roza relief
camp, by far the largest camp
for the riot victims, providing

shelter to 7,000 people,
admitted that there was
widespread apprehension
among the minorities over the
rath yatra. Even the local
police are aware of the large-
scale shifting of the Muslim

" families from the rath yatra

route and from Juhapura.
Those in the mixed localities
and who have no family
friends and relatives outside
the city, are, instead, flocking
to Juhapura.

The yatra will pass through
several sensitive areas covering
a distance of 14 km from the
Jagannath temple in the
minority-dominated Jamalpur
locality and back. While a
kilometre-long procession
includes a large number of
trucks, camel carts, elephants
and thousands of people on
foot, two lakh devotees will
witness the event. The yatra
had provided the flash-point
for violence several times in
the past, particularly in 1985
and 1992,

Police intelligence has
identified 17 highly sensitive
points on the route from
where it fears the yatra could
be attacked. Hence, the police
have requested the State

HE HINDD

Government to prevail upon
the Jagannath temple trust to
either cancel the rath yatra
this year or change the route.
The temple trust, which was
also under pressure from trade
and business organisations as
well as many prominent
citizens, was initially willing to
consider a change of the route
but later changed its stand on
the ground that this year being
the 125th rath yatra, a change
could hurt the sentiments of
the people.

The security adviser to the
Chief Minister, K. P.S. Gill, has
also reportedly advised against
cancellation of the yatra or a
change of the route
apprehending “unrest” among
the Hindus. The chairman of
the temple trust, Mahendra
Jha, when approached today,
said there was no question of
changing the route though the
temple had decided to reduce
the number of trucks and
other carriages in the
procession.

The size would be cut by
one-third to ensure that the
yatra was completed before
sunset. Normally, it is well
past midnight when the
chariots return to the temple.
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“IN DEFERENCE TO NHRC’'S WISHES”

” Modi Govt. puts off .-

W

By Mayqas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, JULY 2. Forced by
the party’s central leadership,
the Gujarat unit of the BJP has
cancelled “for the time being”
the “gaurav rath yatra” of the
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi,
scheduled to begin from the ho-
ly town of Ambaji on Thursday.
The yatra was scheduled to
be flagged off by the Deputy
Prime Minister, L. K. Advani.
The party had planned to cover
125 of the 182 State Assembly
constituencies in nine phases
culminating with a rally in Ah-
medabad on August 26.
“Uncalled for remarks” of the
National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) and the oppo-
siton by the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, were

cited by the BJP as the reasons
for the cancellation. But sources
close to the party said instruc-
tions came from the Prime Min-
ister’s Office and the party high
command in Delhi to cancel the
yatra in view of the intelligence
reports of the possibility of
violence.

The party’s State unit presi-
dent, Rajendrasinh Rana, said
the decision was taken in defer-
ence to the wishes of the NHRC.
Though the commission had
taken an “one-sided stand”
without seeking clarifications
from the party about the yatra,
which was intended to create
“an atmosphere of communal
harmony, confidence and
peace,” the party decided to
cancel the programme because
of “our high regard and respect

. ‘gaurav rath yatra’

for a democratic institution like
the NHRC.”

Mr. Rana said following the
NHRC report, he had a talk with
Mr. Modi in Gandhinagar this
afternoon and “we both decid-
ed to cancel the yatra due to the
apprehensions expressed by the
commission.”

He, however, maintained that
neither the party nor the State
Government felt that the yatra
could lead to any violence, but
apparently was apprehensive
because the Congress had cho-
sen to make it a “political is-
sue”.

Jagannath yatra
as scheduled

About the NHRC’s comment
on the Jagannath Rath Yatra on
July 12, Mr. Rana said it was a

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JULY 2. The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, is reported to have
impressed upon the Gujarat Chief Minister,
Narendra Modi, to make the State BJP
reconsider its decision to take out a ‘gaurav
rath yatra’. Later, Mr. Vajpayee informed a
delegation of NGOs and concerned citizens,
led by the former Prime Minister, Inder
Kumar Gujral, that the ‘yatra’ was off.

The proposed ‘yatra’ was scheduled to
begin on July 4 in various parts of Gujarat.
The idea was to celebrate the “new mood of
assertiveness” in the majority community
after the recent communal carnage. The
Chief Minister himself was to lead one of the
‘yatras’. Critics of the State Government and
the BJP were apprehensive that the ‘yatra’
would needlessly vitiate the atmosphere.

The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Monday warned the State
Government against the ‘yatra’. The Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, also wrote to the
Prime Minister last week, drawing his
attention to the ‘incendiary potential’ of
these ‘yatras’ all over Gujarat. Today the
former Cabinet Minister, Ram Vilas Paswan,
staged a dharna in Ahmedabad against the
‘yatras’. On the other hand, the State
Government was so far maintaining that
these ‘yatras’ were intended to inculcate a
‘mood of peace’ in the minds of the people
of riot-torn Gujarat.

It appears that this morning Mr. Vajpayee
called up the Union Home Minister, Lal
Kishen Advani (who was, according to one
report, scheduled to flag-off the Modi ‘yatra’),
and indicated to him that the ‘yatra’ was,
after all, not such a good idea. This view was
immediately conveyed to Mr. Modi who, in
turn, rang up the Prime Minister to inform

; him that the programme was being

cancelled. Mr. Vajpayee made the
intervention after presiding over a meeting of

PM’S INTERVENTION WORKED

senior officials from Gujarat, where he was
informed of the nature of the relief and
rehabilitation efforts undertaken so far.
Besides the Prime Minister, the Cabinet
Secretary and senior officials from the Prime
Minister’s Office attended the meeting, while
Gujarat was represented by the Chief
Secretary, Subba Rao, the Relief
Commissioner and the Collectors concerned.
The Prime Minister wanted to be briefed on
the State Government’s relief measures
before the Gujral-led delegation came.

However, it was during this meeting that
the Prime Minister could infer from the State
officials’ remarks the intended mischief in
these ‘gaurav yatras’. The implications of the
Chief Minister’s association with the exercise
were also perhaps obvious. Mr. Modi and his
colleagues continue to show no remorse over
the unprecedented communal violence that
engulfed the State after the Godhra incident.

In the evening the Gujral delegation
included, among others, prominent citizens
such as Muchkund Dubey, B.G.Verghese,
Rajinder Sachar and Harsh, Mander. The
delegation came with a specific request that
the relief camps should not be closed down
and that the riot-victims should not be
forced to go back to their homes.

It was pointed out to the delegation that
the State Government was apprehensive that
some of these camps were likely to get
inundated in the ensuing monsoon season
and therefore it had made an offer that the
riot-victims could move to other camps.
However, the delegation voiced the victims’
preference to stay in camps closer to their
homes. Eventually, it was agreed that no one
would be forced to move out of the relief
camps against his/her wish, but it was
decided that the some of the NGOs involved
in the relief work would associate themselves
with the State Government’s efforts to see
which of the camps would be feasibly
sustained.

religious tradmon and would go
ahead. There was no question of
the Government forcing the Ja-
gannath temple trust to cancel
it as it could hurt the religious
sentiments of the people.

'W) y e {

The State Congress president,

Amarsinh  Chaudhary,

Stating that it was a “good deci-
sion”, he said it had upheld the
Congress stand that the yatra in

such surcharged atmosphere |

could again lead to violence.

The Congress also cancelled |

its own “rath yatra” which was

to follow the same route of Mr. |

Modi’s yatra a week later to
“wash out” the BJP influence.
Some BJP sources, however,
said the NHRC’s apprehension
of large-scale violence was not

unfounded as the yatra was }

planned to be taken throu
some sensitive areas with pro-
vocative slogans and speeches
which could have disrupted the
hard-earned peace in the State.
Mr. Modi’s critics within and |
outside the party maintained |
that the decision to cancel the

yatra was a “rebuff” to him. Mr. |

Rana, however, did not believe
that the cancellation indicated
the party's weakness or a rebuff |
to its campaign.

On the contrary, he criticised '
the Congress and Ms. Gandhi
for making it a political issue. It
had become a “fashion” with
Ms. Gandhi to paint the people
of Gujarat as “blood-thirsty vio-
lent” and defame Gujarat even
though there had been no vio-
lence during her four rallies in
the State since the Godhra car-
nage and no disturbances in the
village panchayat elections and
the month-long dharna held by
her party in the State.

“The people of Gujarat are
waiting for an opportune time
to give a fitting reply to her at-
tempts to paint Gujarat black,”
he said.

—_——
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wel- |
comed the BjP's decision to
cancel the Gaurav Rath Yatra. :
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Don't close relief |
camps: Governor |

By Mapas Dasgupta !
[ 1
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 21. The Guja- |
rat Governor, Sunder Singh |
Bhandari, has informed the |
State Congress that he had is-
sued instructions to the State
Government not to close down
the relief camps for riot victims

+ without making alternative ar-

J
|
!
|

1

rangements for them.-. ¢

The Governor's response
comes in the wake of a letter by
the three Congress members,
the State Congress president,
Amarsinh Chaudhary, the Lead-
er of the Opposition in the State
Assembly, Naresh Raval, and a
member of the State Assembly,
Siddarth Patel, in the All-Party
Committee for Relief, saying .
that they would be compelled to -
resign from the committee if .
corrective measures were not
taken immediately.

Pointing out that in some :
cases the victims had been paid
a meagre amount as compensa-
tion, the members demanded a
re-survey of the affected houses |
and industries damaged in the
riots.

They said no camp should be
closed down till the last of the
inmates were resettled in their ,
houses with proper compensa- '
tion.

Mr. Chaudhary said they had
not yet withdrawn the letter, be-
cause despite the Governor’s
assurance, the State officials
were still moving round the re-
lief camps forcing them to close
down.

The 14-member committee
was set up at the behest of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, under the chairmanship
of the Governor with represen- .
tatives of major political parties
and prominent citizens to instil |
a sense of confidence among :
the minorities for a fair deal.

The Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, heads the BJP group in
the committee, which also in- '
cludes his second-in-command
in the Cabinet, the Industries
Minister, Suresh Mehta.

The State Government had
on Monday ordered the closure

i of eight relief camps in Ahme-

f

l

!

dabad, though the inmates are

[ yet to receive any compensa-
| tion to repair or reconstruct

their riot-hit houses.
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; AHMEDABAD, JUNE 17. Even as the
Gujarat Chief Minister, Naren-
dra Modi, claimed “satisfactory
progress’ in the relief and reha-
bilitation of the riot victims in
the State, the Muslim victims
have taken to the agitational
path to highlight the Govern-
ment's “broken promises” and
their “unfulfilled demands.”
About 500 such victims ob-
served a day’s token fast and
| staged a ‘dharna’ in front of the
" Sardar Baug in the heart of the
¢ city under the auspices of the
Qaumi Relief Committee to pro-
| test the “tardy”” implementation
}' of the Chief Minister's assuranc-
es.

\ x
By Manas Dasgupta VO Quoting t\l% State Relief

Commissioner, M. Advani had
claimed that with'a large num-
ber of riot victims returning to
their homes, the number of re-
lief camps had come down
from 121 with about 1.5 lakh
inmates to 19 sheltering about
18,500 riot victims at present.
This included 12 camps in Ah-
medabad with 15,300 inmates.

Rejecting Mr. Advani’s statis-
tics, Mr. Tyrewala claimed that
22 camps were still in operation
in Ahmedabad sheltering about
49,000 people.

In addition, about 17,000 vic-
tims were still staying with their
relatives and friends as they
were unable to return to their

| But even before the dharna[

| was over, the victims suffered |
. yet another jolt with reports that|
| the Government had decided to|
| close down at least eight moreJ
| relief camps in Ahmedabad.‘
| Though there was no official no- |
tification, the committee’s gen-
eral  secretary, Shaukatkhan
Tyrewala, claimed that they had '
been informed by the Collecto-
rate that essential supplies to
eight more camps would be sus-
pended forthwith on instruc-
tions from Gandhinagar.
Considering that there was a
huge gap between the figures
quoted by the Union Home
Minister, L.K. Advani, on Sun-
day and what was claimed by
Mr. Tyrewala today about the
number of relief camps still in
operation and the inmates liv-
ing in the camps, it was not
clear which camps the Govern-
ment proposes to close down.

homes for various reasons. The
committee had planned to
launch a dharna on the Collec-
torate premises if the eight
camps were “forcibly” closed.

Mr. Modi, however, rejected
the panel’s claim that the Gov-
ernment had failed to imple-
ment the promises he had
made eatlier during a meeting
with the minority leaders.

Senior officials had been de-
puted to carry out the relief and
rehabilitation works and the
Union Cabinet Secretary him-
self was monitoring the pro-
gress every week.

“Each of the assurances is
being implemented sincerely
and the progress is satisfacto.

: — 4
¢-"More relief camps ordered clgsed

ry,” he added. The agitating mi-
nority  leaders, however,
differed.

According to Mr. Tyrewala, -
not one of the promises had yet
been fulfilled or their demands
accepted.

In the name of rehabilitation,
the Government had been pro-
viding as little as Rs. 15, Rs. 50
or Rs. 100 for repairing dam-
aged houses and in no case was
the amount sanctioned more
than Rs. 4,600 a house.

“Those who want to return to
their houses could not carry out
even 10 per cent of the repair
work required with such
meagre sanctions,” he com-
plained.
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G/UJARAT SCENE / MUSLIM PANEL TO STAGE DHARNA TODAY

Advam satlsfled W|th Modi Gowt.

By Our Special Correspondent \ among the people for a lasting solution to the

AHMEDABAD, JUNE 16. Even as some Muslim orga pr({});leégls. the people developed confidence and
nisations are planning to launch a dharna in Ah- - peop p
medabad tomorrow to protest against the trust in each other, real peace would never come.

“inadequate” efforts of the Gujarat Government It is a difficult task but all need to make concert-

L P . ed efforts to achieve the goal,” he said.
to rehabilitate the riot victims, the Union Home . D~ S
Minister, LK. Advani, has expressed “satisfac- Mr. Advani agreed that initially the riot victims

SN . were reluctant to return to their homes, but de-
tion’ over ﬂ.le p gerforr'nance of the Narendra Modi cided to leave the camps only after the State Gov-
administration in this regard.

- . ernment convinced them that they would

T'zallflr_lg to mEdlé‘l‘per§ ons ,l,ler? today, Mr. Ad continue to get financial help at their own places.

vani said he was “satisfied” with the progress “The government’s efforts for rehabilitation is
made by the State Government in rehabilitating 8

NV tisfactory,” he added.
the riot victims and the affected people had start- %2 s .
ed returning home. He claimed It)hatp at one time, The Qaurm.Re;hef Committee created recently
about 1.50 lakh victims were living in 121 relief to hold negotiations with the State Government

camps in various parts of the State but now it had
come down to about 18,500 people in only 19
camps.

He said the remaining camps could be closed
down because the people had returned home. To
establish that normality had returned all over the
State except for some parts of Ahmedabad, Mr.
Advani said 12 relief camps were still running in
Ahmedabad city providing shelter to 15,300 peo-
ple. There were only about 3,200 people in seven
camps in other parts of the State.

Expressing happiness that the State had by and
large remained incident-free in the last four
weeks except for some sporadic incidents in Ah-
medahad, Mr. Advani, however, said it was not
enough and asked the State Government, the so-
cial leaders and the people at large to wgrk unit-
edly for restoring “harmony, amity aij trust”’

ed Muslims, however, held a different view.
The committee has planned to hold a dharna

in the city tomorrow to draw the Government’s

attention to its “broken promises and unfulfilled

given earlier to the Government to start imple-
Minister, Narendra Modi, earlier.

tum, there was no improvement in the situation
and the Government had not taken any step to
show that it was keen to implement the promises
given by Mr. Modi last month, Mr. Pathan said.
“We have no other choice but to launch the dhar-
na to remind the Government of its promises,”
he said. /

7

. anDu
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for the relief and rehabilitation of the riot-affect-

assurances.” The committee general secretary, .
Shaukatkhan Pathan, said the dharna was in ac- |
cordance with the “ultimatum’” the panel had .

menting the promises given to it by the Chief |

Even 15 days after the serving of the ultima-



Advani

decision
to M()dl

S

polls

TiMES NEws NETWORK AND
AGENCIES

Ahmedabad: Union home
minister L.K. Advani said on
Sunday that it was up to the
Gujarat government to de-
cide on holding early assem-
bly elections.

“When the party chief and
the chief minister have al-
ready given their views, how
can I comment on it?”’ he told
presspersons here when it
was pointed out to him that
BJP president Jana Krishna-
murthy and CM Narendra
Modi favoured early polis.

The law and order situa-
tion in Gujarat was improv-
ing and no major incident
had been reported in the last
few weeks, he said. However,
the state government and so-
ciety should make concerted
efforts to instil a sense of se-
curity among the people, he
said. Peace and communal
harmony should be restored
at any cost, he added.

Referring to cross-border
terrorism, he said India had
succeeded in creating world
opinion against Pakistan as
an exporter of terrorism. He
said that in the changed sce-
nario, the US, the UK and Rus-
sia had publicly acknowl-
edged Pakistan’s hand in
sponsoring terrorist activities
in India.

British foreign secretary
Jack Straw and American de-
fence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld had spoken about
Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ism in India when they visit-
ed Islamabad, he said. “This
is one of the most important
developments in the last
three weeks.”

But despite the diplomatic
success, “we cannot afford to
let our guard down and must
be alert about the situation
across the border,” he said.

The home minister said In-
dia was prepared to have a di-
alogue with Pakistan only if
Islamabad stopped cross-bor-
der terrorism and disman-
tled all training camps locat-

leaves
n

L Lp_)l“l"

« ‘Law and order
situation in Gujarat
improving’

+ ‘India has managed to
create world opinion
against Pak’

% ‘No reduction in
cross-border terrorism
so far

% ‘UN resolution on J&K
has lost relevance’

ed across the border.

“Our intelligence reports in-
dicate that there has been no
reduction in cross-border ter-
rorism and terrorists are being
trained at 70 camps situated in
Pakistan and PoK,” he said.

Mr Advani said the
Lashkar-e-Toiba and the
Jaish-e-Mohammed were the
two most active terrorist or-
ganisations in Jammu and
Kashmir. Clarifying that it
would be wrong to presume
that these organisations
were confined to J&K alone,
he said they were trying to
spread their tentacles to oth-
er parts of the country also.

He said the outfits already
had a base in Nepal and “we
have informed the Hi-
malayan kingdom about the
organisations”.

Terming terrorism a “ter-
rible curse and evil”, Mr Ad-
vani said the September 11
attack had made the world sit
up and take notice of the go-
ings-on in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Stating that even Pakistan
was forced to condemn the
Kaluchak attack, he said it
was a different matter that
the state-owned Pakistan Ra-
dio now said the attack had
been masterminded by Indi-
an agencies.

Dismissing a plebiscite in
Kashmir—despite a recent
independent poll showing
that a majority of the people
wantingto stay with India—
Mr Advani said the United
Nations resolution bad lost
its relevance. /
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THE ERUPTION OF violence over the past few
days, disrupting the palpably uneasy quiet that
was descending on traumatised Gujarat only
goes to show that the path to restoration of nor-
mality in the State is riddled with landmines.
Ominous indeed is that several of the cities and
towns affected by the recent disturbances are
precisely the ones that had suffered the most in
the three-month-long mayhem — Ahmedabad
and Vadodara, for instance. And Godhra, which
had remained largely unaffected by the orgy of
mindless communal killings that followed the
grisly Sabarmati Express torching episode of Feb-
ruary 27, has also figured in the latest spell of
violence; two persons were killed in the police
action. At work are, clearly, forces that have a
vested interest in perpetuating, and possibly
even deepening, the communal cleavage and
therefore want to frustrate all endeavours to-
wards restoration of public peace and order, not
to speak of harmony.

~ Theories abound as to the identity and motiva-
tion of the culprits behind the bomb blasts that
occurred almost simultaneously in three differ-
ent buses in Ahmedabad last Wednesday. On the
face of it, the low technology-level of the explo-
sive device employed points to the hand of some
local elements who are bent upon sending a
message or two to the Government and its beef-
ed-up law enforcing agency under the ‘super
cop’ K.P.S. Gill. The spokesman of the Narendra
Modi Ministry lost no time in calling the blasts a
“terrorist act” and, what is more, in seeing a mo-
tivational nexus between it and the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf's May 27 speech.
Equally quickly have also come allegations of the
temporal proximity between the blasts and the
arrest of some Sangh Parivar activists for their
alleged involvement in a rioting case. Significant-
iy, the revived violence in Godhra also has fol-
lowed the filing of charge-sheets in the Sabarmati
tixpress burning case.

SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2002

DISQUIETING INCIDEIBTTS

O'W

Clearly, the seculity agenciesjdave to put their
act together fast and crack down on the subver-
sive elements, whatever be their religious com-
plexion, so that the message goes out loud and
clear, and this acquires an urgency in the wake of
the recent withdrawal of armed forces from the
State for redeployment on the India-Pakistan
border. Media reports suggest that, on top of the
badly ruptured communal harmony, the uproot-
ing of thousands of families — which also meant
an army of jobless youth — and the availability of -
demolished structures in the riot-hit areas have
combined to turn bomb-making into a flourish-
ing ‘industry’; the seizure of huge stocks of explo-
sives the police are reported to have effected
during raids in the past few days only lends cre-
dence to it. In the immediate context, some quick
strategic initiatives are called for to meet the new
challenge, if what little progress that has been
made so far towards the limited goal of “cessation
of violence” — as Mr. Gill would like to describe
his mandate — is not to be reversed. Particularly
worrying are his statements (in a media inter-
view) about possible “retaliatory terrorist attacks”
and the Gujarat police’s lack of equipment and
training to deal with such a contingency. ;

More fundamentally, the fact that every act of
subversion and heinous crime against civil socie-
ty in the current Gujarat context has come to be |
reckoned in communal terms, with the majority
and minority communities blaming each other,
testifies to the highly divisive ‘us’ versus ‘them’
fixation. The gravity of the situation enjoins on
civil society in general and the political class in
particular to address the cankerous issue in all the |
seriousness it warrants, and this rules out any |
electoral contest for power which inevitably |
brings into play an array of divisive factors. Given
that the proximity of the Assembly elections has
in a way compounded the problem in Gujarat
post-Godhra, it would be utterly irresponsible to
talk of ‘early Assembly polls’. ’
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Tiffin box bombs

Times NEws NETWORK
AND AGENCIES \

Ahmedabad: A series of
blasts on Ahmedabad Munici-
pal Transport Service buses,
which left 15 persons injured,
shattered the fragile peace in
this city on Wednesday.

The first three blasts took
place in as many buses be-
tween 10 am. and 10.10 am.,
when they were packed with
office-goers. The fourth blast
left three bomb disposal squad
personnel seriously injured.
They were {rying to defuse a
‘tiffin box bomb’ found near
Bopal.

The police said pipe bombs
had been packed into tiffin
boxes and triggered by battery-
powered timing devices. The
remains of the pipes and bat-
teries have been recovered by
the police and sent for exami-
nation. Police officials said two
more buses with suspicious-
looking objects kept in tiffin
boxes were examined by the
bomb disposal squad at
Sarangpur in the heart of the
city and at Ghuma village on
the outskirts, near Bopal.

At least eight stick bombs
with timer devices were recov-
ered from tiffin boxes kept un-
der seats in eight buses in the
Kalupur terminus, the police
said.

Terming the incidents “acts
of terror”, the state cabinet de-
cided to set up a task force of
senior officials to go into the
root cause of the blasts. It will
comprise officials from the
home and police departments.
Help from central agencies
will be taken to expose those
behind the blasts.

After a meeting of the state
cabinet, chaired by chief min-
ister Narendra Modi,
spokespersons—agriculture
minister Purshottam Rupala

«

and urban development rinis-
ter LK. Jadeja—said the blasts
were “part of an anti-national
conspiracy that had its origin
in the inflammatory address of
Gen Pervez Musharraf on
Monday”.

The state government was
not linking the blasts to the re-
cent communal disturbances
because of “Pakistan’s hand in
them”, Mr Jadeja said.

The first three blasts took
place in the Geeta Mandir, Vas-
na and Gurukul areas, creat-
ing panic in the city and leav-
ing buses without passengers.
AMTS chairman Surendra
Baxi said, “We have sounded
an alert all over the city and
surprise checks are heing con-
ducted on buses by the police.”

In the Vasna case, a person
approached the bus just as it
was about to leave the stand
and handed a tiffin box to a
passenger, saying it was the
driver’s lunch box, police offi-
cials said. As the passenger
handed in the box to passen-
gers sitting in front of him, to
be given to the driver, the bomb
packed within went off. Three
persons, including the driver,
were injured.

The blast at Geeta Mandir
ripped apart the rear portion
of the bus, AMTS officials
said. The Vasna and Gurukul
blasts damaged the front por-
tions of the vehicles.

Police sources said the mo-
tive was to create panic rather
than large-scale destruction.
“This could be the beginning
of the retaliation against the
killings during the riots. This
could also be part of a design
not to let peace return to Gu-
jarat,” said a senior police offi-
cial. Police commissioner K.R.

Kaushik has appealed to peo; i

ple not to panic and to inform
the police about any suspi-
cious-looking objects.

ock Ahimedabad

Kaipit Bhachech

v"’v\
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THE TERMINAL MAN: A bomb disposal squad member defuses one of the

bombs hidden in a tiffin box at the Kalupur bus terminus in Ahmedabad on
Wednesday.



“Riot victims inflicted another unkind cut

By Sourav Mukherjee and Harit Mehta
TiMES News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: After standing in a
queue for the better part of the day,
Igbalbhai Yusufbhai Vora was trem-
bling with expectation as he extend-
ed his hand to get his cheque for the
compensation the state government
is giving riot-affected persons.

But he nearly collapsed when he
saw the amount on the face—Rs 200.
He had been expecting Rs 30,000 for
his gutted house in Yaqubbhai na
Kua in the Vatwa area. “The state
government has given me a compen-
sation, but T continue to remain
homeless and jobless,” said Mr Vora,
who has been staying at the Moti
Durgah relief camp in Vatwa.

Many victims in the area have got
only measly amounts of compensa-
tion, complained the camp’s organis-
er, Akbar Ali. “If this is not correct-
ed soon, we will be forced to agitate
in front of the collector’s office for
compounding our miseries.” he said.

miya have not got any compensation
at all. The house in Dani Limda
where Rasulmiya had been living as
a tenant was gutted by rioters, but
the state government has decided to

ééThe disparity between a
person’s loss and the
compensation is stark..If
matters are not set right, we
will be forced to take to the
streets”’

help the house owner instead.
Rahemabibi Pathan also has been
in a state of shock after receiving Rs
3,400 and Rs 4,500 for her two houses
in Abadnagar. Like the others, she is
unable to understand how the au-
thorities calculated the payments.

ret
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But others ljke Igbalmiya Rasu Govergment records show that

around 57,000 people stay in the
city’s 46 relief camps. The relief
commissioner’s office says that Rs
18.15 lakh has been paid to 419 peo-
ple for their completely damaged
houses—that is, an average of Rs
4,331 per house.

Even household compensation
has not been paid to many victims,
social workers allege. “Despite the
government resolution of March 5,
the household compensation of Rs
1,250 has not been paid to many peo-
ple,” says Somnath Vatsa of the Cit-
izens’ Initiative, which is helping in
relief and rehabilitation.

Congress corporator Badruddin
Sheikh, coordinator of the city’s re-
lief camps, said, “The disparity be-
tween a person’s loss and the com-
pensation is stark. Chandbhai Rasul
Shaikh lost property and goods
worth Rs 1.5 lakh in Dani Limda and
got Rs 1,500 as compensation. If mat-
ters are not set right, we will be
forced to take to the streets.”
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Gujarat toll 2,092& Tribunal

GANDHINAGAR, May 14. — Preliminary find-
ings of the Concerned Citizens Tribunal indicate
that the death toll in the ongoing violence in Gu-
jarat is “not less than 2,000”, which is double the
official figure. Also, another 500 are feared miss-
ing. The number of women raped and killed has
reached the 250 mark.

Talking about the “peculjarity” of the present ri-
ots in Gujarat, Mr Justice PN Sawant (retd judge
of the Supreme Court), said here today, “The pe-
culiarity is that it appeared to be an organised vio-
lence”. He said: “Killings followed the same pat-
tern and violence started simultaneously all across
the state.”

The Tribunal, whose chairman is Mr Justice
Krishna Iyer (retd judge of the Supreme Court),
examined some 1,500 victims in Ahmedabad, Va-
dadora, Bharuch, Godhra, Dahod apart from vis-
iting relief camps in different cities and towns of
the state. In an exclusive session for women vic-
tims in Vadadora, where almost 50 women were
present, the Tribunal came to know that “police
had also participated in assaulting the women”.

The evidence presented to{the Tribunal also in-
dicated that the preparations for targeting a par-
ticular minority community “had been going on
since at least six to eight months”.

According to Mr Justice Sawant, “Insiders from
the Bajrang Dal, who had parted the company,
furnished details, including the modus operandi.”

Top police officers were not keen on meeting the
meinbers of the Tribunal. However, some govern-
ment officials, including some policemen, furnished
details to the Tribunal. Mr Justice Sawant said pre-
liminary findings will be sent to the state as well as
the Centre. The final report — a public document
— is expected to be made available by 15 August.

The report will suggest steps to bridge the po-
larisation of the communities.

Interestingly, the Citizens’ Tribunal has.- evi-
dence to show “two or three ministers” actively
participated in the riots.

One hurt in Ahmedabad: Barring a stabbing
incident which left a person injured in
Ahmedabad’s Danilimda area and imposition of
curfew in Vadtal are after a clash between two
groups of sadhus, the city by and large remained

peaceful today, adds PTL /



ESH OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER FIRs PROMISED

Modi soothes
minority ne Mg

GANDHINAGAR, May 13. — For the first time
since the Gujarat violence broke out 10 weeks ago,
the chief minister met members of the minority
community today. Those present at the meeting
said Mr Narendra Modi admitted that he had
failed to maintain law and order. He also made a
series of announcements addressing the grievances
of the community.

One of the participants, Mr Afzal Khan of the
Jamaat-i-Ulema-i-Hind,
said Mr Modi “also apolo- .
gised for not.directly rew.
ferring to the community”
when he spoke of the vic-
tims of the communal
flare-up. He reportedly
said they were very much
part of the state’s five-
crore population “which_
he constantly referred to”.

About 40 members of-+
the community met Mr

rabiee: World concern
can ’t be brusbed aside

&AIPUR, May 13, lndia cant brush asxde

to be borne by NGOs because the government has
no funds for it.

NCM member Mr Shamim Kasan and a repre-
sentative of the minority community will be invited
to supervise the implementation of the relief
measures announced by the Prime Minister.

Several people have been missing since the vio-
lence began. Mr Modi said if sufficient proof was
provided by the people he could waive the “six-year”
clause to declare a person dead. Asked why he
hadn’t visited the relief camps, Mr Modi said he
didn’t want to aggravate the situation further.

Mr Tarlochan Singh
said: “The Muslims feel a
good beginning has been
made.” One of the partici-
pants said: “The chief
minister is a responsible
person, He didn’t follow
the Rajdharma earlier, let
him now at least show that
he can follow it.”

" Before Mr Modi’s
meeting, representatives
of the minority commun-

ternational com-
imate concem”

Modi in the afternoon. ; ity met Mr Gill and other
They included select im- id i officials in Ahmedabad.

ams from across the state criticise superﬁcmlly or Mr Gill expressed opti-
and NGO representatives. over the reportsof foreign  mism that the image of
The meeting came about at - cou ‘ports were incorrect.. our.  Gujarat police can be im-
the initiative of the Nation- respe ‘ _With facts.” — PT1 proved. “When we went to

al Commission for Minori-
ties and Mr Modi’s security adviser, Mr KPS Gill.

The commission wce-chamnan Mr Tarlochan
Singh, said after the meeting that Mr Modi had an-
nounced that “everyone will get a fresh opportuni-
ty to lodge FIRs”.

Mr Modi also announced that “no relief camp
will be closed unless proper security” is provided
for the inmates to return home. To address anoth-
er grievance that excesses were being committed
against women, he said committees with three
women members each would be formed at the
state level as well as in the districts to record
afresh the atrocities against women.

He also announced that no one would be allowed
to occupy religious places of another community.
The cost of repairs of the places of worship will have

Punjab, people used to
raise slogans against police, but within six months
things improved and the slogan ‘police zindabad’
could be heard,” Mr Gill said at the meeting with
the NCM and minority community leaders.

Mr Ramji Lal Suman (Samajwadi Party)
demanded in the Lok Sabha that the government
issue a statement indicating to whom Mr Gill is
accountable — Centre or state government.
Violence: The situation in Ahmedabad was under
control today except for a stabbing at curfew-bound
Kalupur late last night in which one person was in-
jured, PTI adds. Indefinite curfew continued at
Danilimda.

‘Dawood hand”: The VHP said Dawood Ibrahim’s
men had sneaked into relief camps in Gujarat and
were foyﬁng trouble, SNS adds from Delhi.
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" STRAY INCIDENTS IN GUJARAT

Pgace moves ;am momentum

AV

| AHMEDABAD, MAY 12. With the situation shpwing
considerable improvement in the troubldd city
of Ahmedabad and the rest of riot-torn Gujarat,
peace initiatives to bring the warring comrhuni-
ties together are being intensified in the State.

At least one person was stabbed to death and
another sustained stab injuries in the posh Ma-
ninagar locality, while a couple of houses and
cabins were set afire in Jamalpur locality where
the rival communities also fought a pitched bat-
 tle.

The National Commission for Minorities,
which had taken the initiative to bring leaders of
both communities together to the negotiation
table, is going ahead with its efforts despite a
temporary setback. The Sangh Parivar has de-
cided not to attend a meeting convened by the
NCM here tomorrow which would be the first in
. the series of confabulations planned by the
{ Commission between the leaders of the two
communities.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad State secretary,
Dillip Trivedi, claimed that it was yet to receive a
formal communication from the NCM, nor had
it yet been communicated its “status’”’ when the
Muslims were viewing it as the “main accused”
" in instigating the communal disturbances in the
State.

Immediately after the NCM initiated the
peace move when its delegation visited the State
some 10 days ago, the VHP raised certain ques-
tions about the role played by a section of the

By Manas Dasgupta l\

the country. The Parivar leaders, by responding
to the invitations issued by the NCM during its
earlier visit and agreeing to constitute a repre-
sentative committee for discussions with the
Muslim leaders, have given enough indications
that it was not averse to holding talks with the
minorities.

The 16-member committee set up by the
Muslim leaders to represent the minorities,
however, would attend the meeting at which the
security adviser to the Chief Minister, K.P.S. Gill,
would be present. The delegation is also sched-
uled to meet the Chief Minister, Narendra Modi,
to represent their views.

The groundwork for the peace initiatives was
being prepared by Mr. Gill and the new Ahme-
dabad Police Commissioner, K.R. Kaushik, who
had undertaken the confidence-building exer-
cise. While Mr. Gill, who is virtually deputising
for the Chief Minister, held a meeting with some
of the organisers of the minority relief camps for
the riot victims, Mr. Kaushik visited the largest
relief camp, Shah Alam Roza, personally inquir-
ing about the FIRs filed by the victims.

While the Janata Dal (United) took out a
peace march in Broach today, an all-religion
prayer meeting for peace in the State was orga-
nised at the Shivanand Ashram here where the
representatives of all religions were present.

The improvement in the situation has also
encouraged the State revenue department to
initiate steps to undertake a detailed survey of
the damaged houses in the worst-hit Naroda-
Patia locality where more than 90 people were

Muslims in fanning communal sentiments in/bu{nt alive on February 28.
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Gujarat still burns

Security and confldenc bulldm needed

t is now more than 70 days since the orgy of violence began in

Gujarat and there have only been a few days, which were inci-
dent free. Routinely newspaper headlines give a daily death
toll, often in double digits, and vet the Gujarat government in-
sists that the situation was brought back to normal within 72
hours. In the first round it was the minorities living in mixed
localities who were targeted, killed or sent off to relief camps.
Now it is the turn of the Muslim ghettos or the odd person who
comes out to try and earn a living. People are still being burnt
alive or stoned to death in broad daylight while culprits get
away. Modi claims he has made 31,000 arrests; if that is so,
where are new murderers coming from? Has Modi arrested the
right people or has he just fudged figures? During the day
combing operations take place, again in Muslim areas where
the police claim to find glass bottles, cans and kitchen knives —
all lethal weapons, which should not be found in a home! The
victims continue to be victimised. Have the police confiscated a
single trishul of the thousands that VHP leaders have proudly
said they distributed, or arrested any of the goons that hang
around Pravin Togadia's home? Do they dare?

A few of the relief camps were arbitrarily wound up and the
inmates told to go home. Home to what? Insecurity? Some
refugees made attempts to leave the camps and return to what
is left of their homes but were met with threats, In the rural
areas the price the victims are asked to pay is to abandon
justice. Unwelcoming neighbours insist they take back the few
FIRs that have been lodged. Many have found their land has
been taken over in their absence. Perhaps this is the “goodwill”
the RSS talked about in its Bangalore resolution. With the
threat to their lives still strong, they have no option buj/to
return to the overcrowded camps. But for how long? /
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/IﬁUSLII\/I IPS OFFICER TO ASSIST GILL m NAIDU MEETS PM

Modi reshufiles
./ police brass ‘.

GANDHINAGAR /NEW DELHI,
May 10. — The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, on the defensive over its han-
dling of the post-Godhra situation, to-
day effected a reshuffle of 14 top offi-
cers in the state police — beginning
with Mr KR Kaushik, ADG, who was
billed to replace Mr PC Pande as Ah-
medabad police chief — while the city
continued to burn with fresh violence
killing six persons and injuring 50.

And in what could be the first possibie
overture to the minorities since the
uninterrupted spate of killings, the state
government appointed a senior Muslim
police officer to assist Mr KPS Gill in his
duties as special security adviser to the
chief minister. Mr AI Syed, joint-direc-
tor of the state police academy, has
been appointed as officer on special du-
ty to Mr Gill in addition to his current
responsibilities.

Mr Satish Verma, DIG (Rajkot
Range), was appointed Ahmedabad
joint police commissioner, replacing
Mr MK Tandon. The city’s ACP, Mr
Keshav Kumar, has been replaced by
Mr Satish Sharma, DIG (Surat Range).

The changes were announced foll-
owing a meeting between Mr Modi and
Mr Gill late last night. This is the first
police reshuffle since Mr Gill’s appoint-
ment. With it, Mr Gill reportedly gets
his chosen crop of officers from the state
ranks positioned for strategic duties.

In New Delhi today, Mr Chandra-
babu Naidu reiterated to the Prime Min-
ister his demand for the dismissal of Mr

Modi. In the Capital with a wish list of
economic aid packages (Details on page
6) for Andhra Pradesh, Mr Naidu held
an hour-long meeting with Mr Vajpayee
today, their first since the TDP had
chosen to abstain from the accrimonious
voting on Rule 184 on Gujarat.

bers and frontmén of gangs
Dawood Ibrahim and Abdul
were mvoived in the ;

Later, Mr Naidu told reporters there
was no change in the TDP’s demand
for Mr Modi’s ouster, while reiterating
his support for Mr Manohar Joshi as
Speaker. The Prime Minister, however,
said the mere removal of Mr Modi is
not a solution to Gujarat’s problems.

Violence continued unabated in the
walled city throughout Friday. Three
persons were killed and more than a

dozen injured when pohce fired several
rounds and burst tear-gas shells to con-
tain rampaging mobs in Jamalpur and
Raikhad areas in the Haveli neighbour-
hood. Two persons were stabbed to
death in Raikhad and Jamalpur while a
mob burnt alive a motorcyclist in Kalu-
pur. Riots in Kaugadapeeth claimed
another life. Indefinite curfew has been
imposed on Haveli, Kalupur, Danilim-
da and Kaugadapeeth.

Police said two CRPF companies,
comprising 120 securitymen, arrived
from Delhi to Gandhinagar today, while
two more companies are awaited.

The situation in other riot-hit areas of
Ahmedabad was tense but under con-
trol, with night curfew continuing in
eight police station areas.

Fire Brigade personnel, who had
threatened to go on strike following the
attack on relatives of some firemen in
Khadia yesterday, withdrew their agita-
tion when the Ahmedabad civic commis-
sioner, Mr P Paneervel, assured them of
police protection on rescue missions.

The new Ahmedabad police commis-
sioner, Mr KR Kaushik, visited riot-hit
areas of the city later in the day.

In another development, the BJP to-
day questioned the motive of Punjab
chief minister Captain Amarinder Sin-
gh behind yesterday’s rejection of the
Gujarat government’s request for com-
mandos for the state, adds SNS from
New Delhi. Chargmg Punjab with try-
ing to politicise the issue, BJP spoke-
sperson Mr VK Malhotra recalled that
Capt. Singh had first agreed to Mr
Gill’s request and then rejected it on an
afterthought, which was in “bad taste ¥
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// " GILL DID CONTACT THE STATE HOME SECRETARY’

 Punjab not to spare police

x"\f

By Sarabjit Panaher
CHANDIGARH, MAY 9. The Punjab
Government today expressed its
inability to spare its police per-
sonnel for deployment in vio-
lence-torn  Gujarat,  citing
“non-availability” of reserve
forces. While not many officers
were willing to comment on the
decision, it is said to have been
taken after a “review of ground
realities,” especially in the wake
of some recent incidents of law
and order in the State.

According to an official state-
ment from Delhi, the Punjab
Government admitted that the
Security Adviser to the Gujarat
Chief Minister, K.P.S. Gill, had
contacted the Punjab Home
Secretary, S. K. Sitiha, and re-
quested him to spare some
companies of the Punjab police
for deployment in Gujarat. (The
Punjab Chief Minister, Amarin-
der Singh, and at least half a
dozen Ministers and senior offi-
cers are currently camping in
the capital to attend meetings
on investment and the State’s
fiscal situation).

The Punjab Government,
however, felt its police forces
were permanently committed
within the State, especially on
its borders with Jammu and

A ———— e

Kashmir. After reviewing their
position and the State’s require-
ments, the Home Department
said it could not accede to Mr.
Gill’s request. “Therefore, Capt.
Singh regretfully decided that
no police force could be
spared,” the statement said.
Earlier reports had indicated
that the Punjab Government
had accepted Mr. Gill's “per-
sonal” request for a full battal-
ion. of  Punjab police
commandos. When the State
Government said it could spare
only one battalion of “ordinary”
personnel, Mr. Gill was reluc-
tant to accept the offer, sources

said. Top-ranking officers of the
State police were opposed to
the.deployment of Punjab com-
mando units in Gu]axat,,as they
feared an escalation in the mil-
itant activities of Kashmiri ter-
rorists, who a few months ago,
struck near the border of Pun-
jab, Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu, the sources added. The
decision of the Punjab Govern-
ment has given rise to specula-
tion. Though insiders concede
that it could have been prompt-
ed by political considerations, a
section of the bureaucracy has
said that Mr. Gill over-stepped
his brief by making the request,

More CRPF forces moved

kesperson said here today.

tioned in Gurgaon.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHt, MAY 9. The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) today
moved four additional companies to Gujarat to meet the in-
creasing demand for Central paramilitary forces in the State.
The movement takes the number of CRPF and Rapid Action
Force (RAF) companies deployed in Gujarat to 17, a CRPF spo-

The CRPF had moved two companies from Gurgaon to Guj-
arat on Wednesday. While seven companies (five CRPF and two
RAF) are already deployed in Ahmedabad for providing security
in riot-hit areas, one RAF company each is deployed in Godhra,
Vadodra and Surat districts. One CRPF company has been sta-
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rces for Gujarat

which should have been routed
through the Union Home Min-
istry. It has also pointed to re-
ports of discontent among the
ranks of the Gujarat police over
Mr. Gill's request.

There are others who feel the |
Government gave in to pressure
from various quarters, which
opposed the deployment of the |
Punjab police personnel in Guj- '
arat.

Gujarat issue rocks LS

Javed M. Ansari reports from
New Delhi:

The Gujarat issue once again
rocked the Lok Sabha with ag-
itated Opposition members ac-
cusing the State Government of
ordering the closure of relief
camps in the State. The Trea-
sury benches countered the
charge and the House was ad-
journed for two hours.

The issue was raised d\é;:)(
zero hour by Madhusudfian
Mistry of the Congress who kept |
waving a copy of the written or- |
der asking for the closure of re- |
lief camps in Dharod district. |

Mr. Mistry came down heavi- \
ly on the Union Home Minister, |
L. K. Advani, for claiming in the
House that the relief camps .
would continue to function.
Trying hard to make himself
heard over the noise created by
the BJP members, Mr. Mistry |
said he had a copy of the written
order served by the District Ma- .
gistrate, Dharod.

Mr. Mistry alleged that the
Gujarat Government was not
only refusing to help the in-
mates of the relief camps but
was also making things difficult
for the camps to continue. “The
Government is forcing people
to leave the camps, the Chief
Minister has no right to contin-
ue and must resign.”

He was joined by his party
MPs. and colleagues from the
Lefipartles, the RID and the SP,

ich a]leged that the Chief
M nister, Nagendfa Madi, was
puttifig thousands of camp in-
mates to enormous hardship in
this scorching heat. The mem-
bers later entered the well of the
House and raised the slogan
“Modi hatao, desh bachao’ (Re-
move Modi, save the country).

In turn the BJP MPs accused
the Opposition of politicising

Gujarar issue. With both
sides unwilling to relent, the
Deputy Speaker, P.M. Sayeed,
adjourned the House.
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They lived to tell
w¢  the world

e thet Rehmunissa,
a frail young
woman who had a

two-day infant lying on the
ground in front of her
Rehmunissa told us, “My
labour pains started and I de-
livered my baby while the at-
tacks were taking place on
February 28. I was all alone.
Most of the people had run
away including the midwife.
They had been told that some
vehicles _
them away X ety The mid-
wife returfied when this did
not happen and she cut the
umbilical ¢ rd Immediately
after this ran to the en-
trance of my chawl! and back
seven times in that condition,
in the same clothes, clutching
my newborn infant because
someone would say that the
vehicles had come. Finally,
the vehicle came and I was
brought to the camp.”

Naseem Bano ran for her
life with her infant male child
that had been born on Febru-
ary 24 while Roshan who was
nine months pregnant did the
same. Rukhsana, whose child
was born on March 5 after
she had come to the camp and
had been taken for her deliv-
ery to the hospital, was also
with them. All three of them,
along with others from the
area, ran to the excise chowki
across the road, fell at the feet
of the constables there and
begged them to save their
lives. They tpld us that, after
some time, the constables,
moved by their plight...called
the police who brought them
to the camp.

A seven-year-old boy,
Yusuf, was rescued from a
garbage heap where he had
been left for dead and
brought to the camp. A sword
had slashed him just above
the right eye, which was still
bloodshot. His mother, Razia
Bano, had been admitted to
the hospital with severe
burns. His father, Moham-
mad Ayub Ghani, had been
killed but Yusof had
been told that he was in the
hospital looking after his
mother.

Babloo (real name, Ir-
shad), the 21-year-old son of
Mehrunissa and Noor Mo-
hammed, who lives in the
Telephone Exchange galli
chali and does plastering
work, was injured in police
firing on the 28th at 4 pm and
was reportedly in the Govern-
ment Hospital, where he
was taken from the Al Amin
Hospital.

Extracts from the
report of a visit to
Gujarat by the
CPI(M) central
committee and the
All India Democratic
Women’s Associa-
tion, March 2002

Sahaspur Bathiya: Najma
Ayub Quraishi, about 30
years old, arrived in the Shah
Alam camp completely
naked. She told us that “acid
was thrown on me and one of
the rioters urinated in my
mouth. Because my clothes
were sticking to my skin and
the burning sensation was
unbearable, I tore them off

Mute witness

and pieces of my skin also
came off. Both my children
were killed.”

Haldvara village...is 40

kilometres away from the Ba- .

punagar Aman Chowk camp
where 450 of its inhabitants
have come. They were
brought there by the army
after their homes had been at-
tacked. Roshan Bano from
this village told us that the
men and women of the vil-
lage lay in the fields with
their children for 2 to 3 days
without any food. She said
that even their animals were
burnt alive by the attackers.
With her were Haneefa, a
physically challenged child,

and Ismael Bhai Nanabhai, a
blind, old man.

Juhapura: We met
Roshanbai Shaikh who lives
and runs a women’s patch-
work co-operative in this area
...Here we met Farzana, Shah-
naz Bano, Manjulaben Patel,
and Farhat. Roshanbai talked
to us with great dignity and
without any bitterness but
with great anguish. She said
that the 28th was tense with
people moving around, shout-
ing slogans and threatening
them.

Most of the population in
this area is Muslim but there
isone row of Hindu hutments

in the Jhalah Complex. All -

the 150 Hindu families left
the area and their homes are
safe and untouched. They are
reported to be in Vejalpur
Vistar. We could not visit
them but we did see their
homes.

On March 1, when the
men had gone to the mosque
for the Friday prayers and the
women and children were in
their homes, rioters entered
the area and started the at-
tacks. They threw acid and in-
dulged in arson. Ninety
homes were burnt. Their in-
habitants are mostly in the Al
Rahmani camp which we
could not visit. The local
Hindu inhabitants only
joined the outsiders after the
police came and taunted
them and provoked them.
Thinner chemical was used
freely in the arson.

Farzana told us that her
husband, Haneef, was heart-
broken not by the burning of
his house and furniture but
by the burning of his books
which he had collected and
spent more than Rs 80,000 on.
She is most concerned about
the education of her two chil-
dren and asked us whether
we thought that their Hindu
teachers would neglect them
or deliberately punish them
when they eventually went
back to their school.

. Manjulaben told- us that
she lives and works in that
area among Muslims and
does nat feel threatened at all.
She said, “The government is
doing all this. The Bajrang
Dal, VHP, Shiv Sena and all
these people should be
banned.”

Farhat, a 12-year-old boy,
asked us how and when he
would be able to go back to
the Don Bosco school where
he studies.

TO BE CONCLUDED

X
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Rift in Modl Cabinet oyer violence

/\ By Manas Dasgupta
g%omm\am MAY 8. The conﬁued vio-

lence in Ahmedabad and some other parts
of riot-torn Gujarat seems to have created a
rift in the Narendra Modi Cabinet with sev-
eral Ministers speaking up against the
handling of the situation.

Though the agenda before the Cabinet
meeting today was to discuss Gujarat's

“claim" to the waters of Sindhu river in Pa--

kistan, the law and order situation figured
prominently with some of the Ministers
questioning the role the former Punjab po-
lice chief, K.P.S. Gill, is expected to play in
the State.

Mr. Modi was reportedly put on the de-
fensive, with the attack coming from an un-
expected corner, the Industries Minister,
Suresh Mehta, a moderate in the Cabinet.
Pointing out the veil of secrecy over Mr.
Gill's appointment as the Security Adviser
to the Chief Minister, Mr. Mehta wanted to
know whether he was “imposed by the Cen-
tre”’ and how he would handle the situa-
tion.

He also wondered if Mr. Gill was ap-
pointed by the State Government, why was
he talking directly to the Centre, more pre-
cisely the Union Home Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, and decide about “requisitioning”
1,000 trained police commandos from Pun-

jab. P
Mr. Modi's/reo#fﬂ-n/at Mr. Gill was sent to

e State at his own request, failed to satxsfy
the Ministers, who pointed out the reluc-
tance shown by the State Government at
the initial stages to accept Mr. Gill. They
also wanted to know the facilities the State
Government planned to extend to Mr. Gill
to bring the situation under control.

Some of the Ministers also felt that Mr.
Gill’s appointment indicated “failure” of
the State’s law and order machinery and
would further demoralise it. They believed
that the latest bout of disturbances in some
parts of Ahmedabad from Sunday could be
the result of the overall demoralisation of
the police force. Particularly, the Ministers
from Ahmedabad, the worst-hit by the
riots, took exception to the continuation of
violence. Though the Ministers such as
Ashok Bhatt, Bharat Barot, Kaushik Patel
and Haren Pandya were considered to be
close to Mr. Modi, they expressed disap-
pointment over the continued violence.
They are believed to have told Mr. Modi
that the continued violence was not only
bringing a bad name to Gujarat nationally
and internationally, it was also causing a
loss of image for the ruling BJP.

Some of the Ministers felt that contrary
to the initial estimates of the BJP returning
to power with a resounding majority in the
coming elections, the continued violence
could actually harm the party’s interests.

They also pointed out that the entire E
ing community, suffering heavy JeSes in

disturbances for the last two and a half
onths, had become alienated from the

P and large sections of the common

asses were also dissatisfied with the Gov-
ernment’s performance.

It was perhaps for the first time since the
riots broke out in the aftermath of the God-
hra carnage on February 27 that the law and
order situation became a topic of discus-
sion in the Cabinet meeting because of Mr.
Modi’s reluctance. The Chief Minister al-
ways maintained that only a small part of
the State was hit by the riots which could be
handled by the law and order machinery
and that the State Government needed to
move on with “developmental” activities.

The sudden spurt in violence since Sun- !

day in which at least 35 persons have lost

their lives in Ahmedabad alone, has also |

put a question mark on Mr. Gill’s mission to |

contain violence. Police sources feel that

the Sangh Parivar, displeased over his ap- !

pointment, has sparked the current round '

of violence.

Mr. Gill, who returned from Delhi on
Tuesday night, held a high-level meeting
with the top police officers on the prevail-
ing situation in the State, particularly Ah-
medabad. He declined to talk to the media
but it is learnt that he briefed the top police
officers about the role he would assign to
his select Punjab commandos in containing
violence. The commandos are expected to
reach here in batches in a day or two
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NEW DELHI, May 8. — As soon as the crack com-
mandos of the Punjab police get to Ahmedabad,
probably within the next 48 hours, Mr KPS Gill,
security adviser to the Gujarat chief minister, will get
his campaign to control violent incidents underway.

According to sources, the super cop, whose
choice is significant in that it is intended to provide
the minority community a sense of protectiqn,
would launch his programme with a late night vis-
it to several of the badly riot-scarred areas of Ah-
medabad.

Accompanied by some of the commandos he
has sought, the high-profile visits would be de-
signed to instill confidence within minority com-
munity members, many of whom have lost faith in
the local administration.

Getting in mandos from the Punjab police,
malwbwﬁrﬁﬁllle personally recruited (so they

would be unfailingly d to him), was al-
most a precondition of hs accepting the jOb

The Gujarat administrjtion requested for these
forces and the new Punj3b administration, under
chief minister Captain Amrinder Singh, readily
agreed.

The choice of commandos to essentially deal
with a riot situation, though unusual, is not
unique, sources said. They would not be hampered
by the political pressures tol%‘;ocal pohce force has
to operate under.

With his track reco otlgé@ @ much pa-
tience with human rights violations in the way of
getting things done, Mr Gill was chosen over the
more cautious other ‘super cop’, Mr Julio Rebeiro,
in order to fulfil a clearly defined mandate. End the
violence that has now stretched over two months.

Mr Gill held a two-hour meeting with Gujarat
DGP Mr K Chakravarti, Ahmedabad po
commissioner Mr PC Pande and o senior

police officers, Sl\(\IS adds from inagar. /

uper cop awaits elite com andos
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“Violence unabated

AHMEDABAD, May 8. — Violence
continued in. parts of Gujarat today
claiming nine more lives. The death
toll since Sunday has mounted to 28.
Five people were killed and 13 in-
jured when police fired to disperse
mobs in Maninagar in the city after a -

bomb blast spread
panic in the area
which was under
curfew. Nineteen
people were injured
in violence in the
Kalupur area.

A Muslim youth
of Vatva locality was
stabbed to death to-

Gill awaits his
eommandos

'NEW DELHI, May 8. — As
soon as the Punjab police com-
" mandos arrive at Ahmedabad,
probably within the next 48

in Gujarat,'9 killed

bombs and a sword were seized
from them.

Reports of stone-throwing and
group clashes poured in from Karinj
and Godilinda. Vejapur and Kalupur
are under indefinite curfew,

Mr SMS Bhukari, relief coordina-
tor, said there was no attempt to set a
deadline for the closure of the relief
camps. He said re-
lief material worth
‘Rs 39.71 crore had
been  distributed
among the riot-hit.

Governor Mr Sun-
der Singh Bhandari
visited Godhra and
inspected the Coach
S-6 of the Sabarmati

night when he was hours, Mr KPS Gill will get his Express. Later, he
passing through a campaign to contain the Gujar- went to refugee
majority-dominated at violence underway. camps at Chhota
area. " Sources said the former Pun-  Udaipur.

A person was
stabbed to death in
Bhiloda town of Sa-
barkantha district
last night while two

;jab police chief, whose choice is
significant in that it is intended
to provide the minority com-

muhnity a sense of protectxon,
wonlg launch his. pro

The RSS today
said it suspected the
involvement of for-
eign elements, inclu-
ding the ISI, in the

bodies with stab late -visit 0 séveral  Godhra carnage and
wounds were regN- mMmm of Ahme- the subsequent vio-
ered by the police — lence, a Nagpur rep-
from Gyaspur vil- . Details on- ort says.

lage in Ahmedabad on'page 6 Pak denial: Pakistan

rural district.

Police fired and burst teargas shells
at Idgah Chowki and Delhi Darwaja
areas in the city to disperse mobs in-
dulging in stone-pelting.

Five policemen were injured and a
BSF jawan was wounded after being
attacked at a building in Maninagar.

Thirty-three people were arrested.
One pistol, some cartridges, 33 crude

denied Mr LK Advani’s charge that el-
ements in the country are fanning the
flames of communal unrest in Gujarat
and -cglled for banning of the RSS,
VHP Bajrang Dal and Shiv Sena.

A forelgn office statement said the
“patently false claim” was yet another
proof of the BIP leadership’s predis-
position to blame Pakisgan for their
own policies.
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ashodaben Koshti,
-Y whom we met at the
Shah Alam camp, told
us that she had read leaflets
distributed by the VHP that
said that Hindus should not
have any kind of relations
with Muslims. If they did,
they were not Hindus at all.
She said, “I am a Hindu but I
am ashamed at what they
have done in my name and
that is why I am here in the
camp to help in whatever way
Ican.”

In the camps, areas and
hospitals that we visited,
there were groups of people
from the same neighbour-
hood, mohalla or village.
From their accounts, it was
possible to piece together pic-
tures of what transpired
in these areas between the
night of February 27 and
March 5.

«..The Times of India of
March 13 says that, according
to the police, 107 people were
burnt to death in Naroda
Patia and the adjacent area.
The Shah Alam Relief Com-
mittee presented a memoran-
dum to the all-party delega-
tion that visited their camp
on March 8.

In this they have said, “An-
other gruesome tragedy took
place at Naroda Patia and
Naroda village in the north-
ern labour/industrial area of
Ahmedabad. A Hindu gentle-
man called Tiwari, who is a
resident of Naroda Patia,
sheltered 30 people in his
house. He contacted the Shah
Alam committee. The DCP of
the area was contacted for
help to shift these stranded
people. It took three hours for
the police to arrive and by
that time 27 Muslim women,

Extracts from the
report of a visit to
Gujarat by the

. CPIM) central
committee and the
All India Democratic
Women’s Associa-
tion, March 2002

men and children were done
to death. Only three es-
caped...and are now in Shah
Alam refugee camp.”

The delegation met the
victims from this area of

No respite

Ahmedabad in both the Shah
Alam and Juhapura Sankalit
Nagar camps. Amina, an edu-
cated woman who worked in
a printing press and lived
near the Noorani Masjid in
this area, said that tension

The mobs knew
NoO Mercy

started growing in the area
from the 27th night. On the
28th morning (the day on
which the VHP had declared
a Gujarat bandh), between 9
and 10 am, her neighbours
started shouting, “They are
coming.” The entire area was
cordoned off by mobs on all
sides. She said that on the pre-
text of saving them, the riot-
ers separated the women and
children from the men, but
after this happened the
women were also attacked
brutally.

Her sister, Saeeda, a dress-
maker, was killed in the
melee that ensued. A preg-
nant woman, Qausar, was
slashed through her stomach
with a sword and killed. The
nearby Roadways Depot was
used to supply fuel which was
used for burning homes and
people.

Rashida Bano, whose hus-
band had a tube-light supply
business and who is Qausar's
sister-in-law, said that her
home, in which there was a
large consignment of tube-
lights, was completely burnt
down. Sabira Bibi and Chand
Bibi confirmed the story
about Qausar. In fact, the lat-
ter said that she was an eye-
witness. Fatima said that her
sister, Qudrat Bibi, lost 11
members of her extended
family, of which only three
members have survived. Lal
Bibi’'s son Muskan and
daughter Safiya were both
killed. She said that when she
cried out to SRP personnel for
help, they said, “You people
burnt Hindus in the train,
now you have to pay the
price.”

TO BE CONCLUDED
S
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“Two stoned to death; 15

AHMEDABAD, May 6. — Two
youths from the minority com-
munity were stoned to death by
a group at Dhor Bazar in Ahme-
dabad today, taking the toll in
the fresh violence that erupted
yesterday to 10.

The youths, on a cycle, were
stopped by a mob that thrashed
them before hitting them with
stones. The two died instantly.

Police lobbed tear-gas shells
to scare away a crowd which
gathered near a place of worship
at Mirzapur that was rocked by
two explosions.

Curfew, imposed yesterday,
continued at Danilimda and
Shahpur areas in the city.

Fifteen passengers, including
three women and a child, were
injured when a bomb exploded
in a state transport bus at Luna-
vada bus stand in Panchamahal
district today, a report from
Godhra adds. About 25 passen-
gers were in the Malvan-bound
bus at that time.

Five of the injured have been
admitted to a Godhra hospital.

The fresh flare-up came soon
after Mr KPS Gill’s “appoint-
ment” as the chief minister’s se-
curity adviser, SNS adds from
Gandhinagar and New Delhi.

Sources said the suggestion to
bring in Mr Gill was placed be-
fore Mr Narendra Modi by Un-
ion law minister Mr Arun Jaitley
when he had visited the state be-
tween 12 and 14 April. Mr Jai-
tley’s suggestion was supposed
to be “part of the damage-con-
trol strategy”.

No one in the Centre, howev-
er, seems ready to take the re-
sponsibility or credit for Mr
Gill’s “appointment”. His staff,
in fact, said he was yet to get the
appointment letter. Mr Gill,
who returned to Delhi today
from Gujarat, was not available
for comments. He’s likely to
meet Mr LK Advani tomorrow.

A source said Mr Gill “was lit-
tle unclear on what he’s supposed
to do”. His meetings in Gujarat

hurt in Godhra bus blast

Police examine the body of a man who was stoned to death by a mob in
Ahmedabad on Monday. — AFP

yesterday “had yielded informa-
tion that police weren’t allowed
to do the job effectively”.

Mr Gill’s appointment comes
not “72 hours”, but 72 days after
the after the Godhra carnage.
This proves that Mr Modi’s ini-
tial boast that he had been able
to achieve “normalcy within 72
hours” was hollow. He had even
said he was “ready to be hanged
from the Bhadra Fort if he had
committed any crime”.

Rioters identified: Mr Modi to-
day said those who triggded
communal violence in Ahmeda-
bad and Baroda had been identi"
fied and would be dealt gith
sternly, a report from Surat §8k

BJP rally: Thousands of workers
of the BIP’s youth wing taday
reposed faith in Mr Modi’s
leadership and resolved to “tear
apart the pseudo-secular mask”

of the Opposition parties; 3~
report from Delhi adds. /
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itation and the sup-

ply of water are also
problems. For 9,000
people in the Shah Alam
camp, the municipal corpora-
tion has provided a mobile

toilet with just 5 seats and a’

temporary toilet with 5 seats.
There is no drainage or any
arrangement for cleaning or
garbage removal. In contrast,
local volunteers are working
around the clock to keep the
camps inhabitable. The dele-
gation came across an NGO,
the Kamdar Swasthya Surak-
sha Mandal, which was
cleaning the Bapu Nagar
camp and had cleaned 8 other
camps. Two water tankers
are provided to the Shah
Alam camp everyday, but the
organizers of the camp are
responsible for the emptying
of the tankers, and if theyare
late, the tankers leave.
One or two camps require
government compensation
forms to be filled in against
which the victims are sup-
posed to get yellow cards. Vol-
unteers spend hours trying to
fill up the forms for the vic-
tims. This is a difficult task
since the forms are very com-
plex and detailed and de-
mand a lot of information,
not all of it available to peo-
ple who have lost their homes
and all their documents, The
shortage of forms can be
comprehended by the fact
that while there are more
than 8,000 people in the Bapu
Nagar camp, they have been
given only 200 forms. There
is no provision being made
for the filing of FIRs...Since
most of the thanas are far
away from the camps, it is not
possible for the victims to go
there. Only in Bapu Nagar
camp were the former resi-
dents of Akbar Nagar (which
has been razed to the ground)
able to go to the thana across
the road...to file their FIRs.

About 20 FIRs a day are actu-

ally registered by the thana
authorities when there are
more than 300 to be filed.

No government officials
had visited any of these
camps except those who ac-
companied the all-party dele-
gation that visited the Shah

Extracts from the
report of a visit to
Gujarat by the
CPI(M) central
committee and the
All India Democratic
Women’s Associa-
tion, March 2002

Alam camp. The Kankariya
camp had 175 Dalit families
from the Shah Alam Toll
Naka area. Gopal Bhai Shar-
ma, who was in charge of the
Kankaria municipal schools
...told us that 700 people from
this area came to this camp
on February 28 after they
were attacked...He said that
stones and acid were thrown

Note their troubles

on these people by Muslims
living in an 11-storey build-
ing nearby. Bhagaji was
killed. Forty houses were
burnt. They have been back
since to see their houses
which are undamaged. They
are all daily wage-earners
and Dalits. The women work
as domestic servants in their
neighbourhood. They are all
anxious to return home and
start working again but are
demanding that a police

YRE TELEGRAPW

Life in arich
. refugee camp

chowki be established in the

We were happy when they
informed us that they had
been getting rations from
March 4 and that all their
FIRs had already been lodged
with the police. Without this
help these poor families
would have been in even fur-
ther distress. Unlike the
other camps, we did not find
any volunteers or help here.
The camp is in an upper caste
neighbourhood. Narendra
Modi, Fakirbhai Vaghela and
the opposition leader, Amars-
ingh Chowdhury, have all vis-
ited the camp. Various offi-
cials have also been regularly
visiting the camp. We could
only wish that the other
camps had received similar
attention.

But on the contrary, till
March 10, not a single minis-
ter or a single government of-
ficial had visited even a single
camp, apart from at the time
of the visit of the all party
delegation. Since we were
late for our appointment with
the collector, K. Srinivas, we
met the additional collector,
Urmila Patel, along with offi-
cials in charge of the relief
operations. When we pointed
out this blatant double stan-
dard in aid to relief camps
the only reply was that em-
ployees are too scared to go to
the Muslim camps. What
about officials? Actually,
many non-Muslim relief
workers were moving in and
out of the camps with no
problem. It appeared to be a
deliberate canard against 