‘SECULARISM NOW DEFINED CORRECTLY’

. Let us channel Gujarat
energy to protect values: P

NEW DELHI, DEC. 25. Making a
strong plea for channelling the
“Gujarat energy,” the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has said that the real face of sec-
ularism has come out in the
open after the recent elections
in the State.

The elections would not
change the national political
scenario but concepts such as
secularism were now being de-
fined correctly, Mr. Vajpayee
said in an interview to the Hindi
daily, Dainik Bhaskar, on his
78th birthday today. Secularism
had always remained a slogan

, and its meaning and definition
! were never really debated, he
| said adding that the “‘energy”
generated after the Gujarat
elections should be used in a
balanced manner to help pro-
. tect the values in life. In an ap-
- parent reference to the
Congress  president, Sonia
Gandhi, launching her election
campaign in Gujarat after wor-
shipping at the Ambaji temple,
Mr. Vajpayee said “we remain
hardcore secularists for 364
days in a year and we have no
objections if, on the 365th day,
an election campaign is
launched after praying at a tem-
ple.”
To a question on some cases
* of judicial corruption coming to
light, he said the Government
was contemplating measures to

The Vice-President, Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, offering sweets to e Prlm Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, on his 78th birthday in New Delhi on Wednesday, as the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, looks on. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

charged its functions properly.
“We always thought that cor-
ruption would never enter the
judiciary but as some reports in
this regard are coming to light,
the Government will take nec-
essary steps.” If necessary, the
Constitution would be amend-
ed. Discussions were also under
way to set up a national judicial

commission. On disinvestment,
the Prime Minister said there
were “some problems” but he
did not think they were insur-
mountable. Taking everyone
along in a coalition Govern-
ment made it difficult for the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance at
the Centre to take ‘‘hard deci-

ensure that the judiciary dis-

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 25. The Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, today called for a collective, all-
party effort towards solving the rural drinking
water problem in a time-bound manner.

He was speaking after launching a new initia-
tive in rural drinking water, ‘Swajaldhara’, here
today. To begin with, the project is being
launched in four northern States, two eastern
and one State each in west and south India on
an initial outlay of Rs. 87 crores.

Pointing out that work had been initiated on
one of the biggest problems facing the rural
masses, Mr. Vajpayee emphasised the need to
educate the people on saving water, preventing
wastage and maintaining the assets created
through the ‘Swajaldhara’ programme. He also
eferred to the proposal for linking all the rivers,
5 {uch could lead to a permanent solution to the

oblem.

PM launches rural water scheme

During the ceremony, the Prime Minister
held a video-conference with the sarpanchs of
Awalpur village in Adilabad, Andhra Pradesh,
Malkup village in Abhmednagar district, Mah-
arashtra, and Gohakalan village in Lucknow
district, Uttar Pradesh.

The Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Mayawati,
the Union Minister, Balasaheb Vikhe Patil, and
the Andhra Pradesh Rural Development Minis-
ter, M. Janardhan Reddy, also spoke to the
Prime Minister during the video-conference.

Under the ‘Swajaldhara’ scheme, 10 per cent
of the project and maintenance costs will be
borne by the village or the panchayat and the
rest by the Union Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment. Initially, the project is being launched in
Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Orissa, Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Ha-
ryana and Himachal Pradesh. A total of 882
projects, costing Rs. 87 crores, have been sanc-
tioned under the scheme.

sions.” “But, at the same time,
the NDA Government has com-
pleted three years in office suc-
cessfully and it has been able to
tell its constituents that the fu-
ture of the country is safe in its
hands.” On reports of problems
being posed to the Government
by the BJP’s allies and the Sangh
Parivar, Mr. Vajpayee said he
was “‘more disturbed about sto-
ries on internal squabbles.”
See also Page 11

‘Support till NDA
agenda is followed’

NIZAMABAD, DEC. 25. The And-
hra Pradesh Chief Minister and
Telugu Desam Party chief, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, today said
that his party’s support to the
Vajpayee Government would
continue as long as the Bharati-
ya Janata Party followed the
agenda of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance.

“There will be no change in
the TDP’s stand as long as the
BJP follows the NDA agenda,”
Mr. Naidu said when asked for
his reaction to the BJP’s Hindut-
va agenda. Stating that his party
always supported secularism,
he said ““the BJP has its own pol-

icies and ideologies just like the
TDP has its own.” — PTI i |
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SC searsyg
petrol pump

ovt for
o5
order

‘Cancellation aimed at scuttling probe’

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: In the severest ever judicial
indictment of the NDA government, the
supreme court on Friday struck down
the cancellation of 3,760 petrol pump
dealerships by Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee.

Holding that the cancellation order
had been aimed at “scuttling the probe”
into irregular allotments, the court set
up a two-judge panel to inquire into the
413 allotments allegedly made on politi-
cal or other considerations. “The public
in general has a right to know the cir-
cumstances under which their elected
representatives got the outlets and\or
dealerships\distributorships,” the
court said. Mr Vajpayee’s August 9 order
cancelling all dealerships will now be ef-
fective only for these outlets, it ruled.

“The rotten apples cannot be equated
with good apples. To put both cate-
gories—the tainted and the rest—at par
is wholly unjustified, arbitrary, uncon-
stitutional, being violative of Article 14
of the constitution,” a bench compris-
ing Justices Y.K. Sabharwal and H.K.
Sema said.

The government should have ordered
an independent probe instead of can-
celling the allotments, the bench said,
adding, “The mere reason that a contro-
versy has been raised by itself cannot
clothe the government with the power to
pass such a drastic order which has dev-
astating effect on a large number of peo-
ple.

“How could all those large numbers
against whom there was not even insin-
uation be clubbed with the handful of
those who were said to have been allot-
ted these dealerships or distributor-
ships on account of political connection

- and patronage?” the bench asked.

The cancellation order was a fallout
of the public outcry and controversy
over the pumps scam exposed by The In-

dian Express. The bench asked retired
supreme court judge S.C. Agrawal and
former high court judge PK. Bahri to
submit a report on the irregular allot-
ments.

Castigating the manner in which the
country’s top leadership took the deci-
sion “without any application of mind,
visualising the enormity of its impact
and without any scrutiny”, the bench
said the order “looked from any angle,
cannot stand the scrutiny of law”.

On August 5, Mr Vajpayee, deputy
Prime Minister L K. Advani, petroleum
minister Ram Naik and parliamentary
affairs minister Pramod Mahajan had
discussed the issue in a meeting. On Au-
gust 5and 9, the government passed the
two orders which resulted in the cancel-
lation of 3,760 dealerships merely be-
cause a “controversy’” had arisen over
the allotment of only ten per cent of the
total allotments made since January
2000, the court said.

Naik seeks to play it down

New Delhi: “It is true that the gov-
ernment order has been set aside, It
happens in many cases and this is
one more addition,” petroleum min-
ister Ram Naik said on Friday, react-
ing to the supreme court order.

“We shall implement the court or-
der,” he said, adding that his min-
istry would abide by the ruling and
provide to the two-member commit-
tee set up by the court all files relat-
ing to the 417 allotments regarding
which doubts had been raised.

Asked if the decision to cancel all
the 3,760 allotments was taken in
haste, Mr Naik said, “The decision
was taken after due consideration of
all aspects, but the supreme court has
not accepted (our opinion).” en
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After triumph,

Shekhar Iyer/Rathin Das
New Delhi/Gandhinagar,
December 16

TILL THE polls, the BJP
just couldn’t forget God-
hra. A day after the land-
slide victory, the train —
and Muslim-bashing — is
on the backburner.

“This Government is
not only for those who vot-
ed BJP” Chief Minister-
designate Narendra Modi
told a rally at Gandhina-
gar on Monday, “but also
for those who opposed our
party”

This was in keeping
with signals the BJP cen-
tral leadership sent out a
day after the Gujarat vic-
tory — that it would go
easy on Hindutva for a
while, even at the cost of
angering Parivar hardlin-
ers. The reason is that a
hawkish Hindutva stand
can only hurt the party’s
two immediate objectives.

First, the BJP is look-
ing to remove the allies’
fears that it may begin
flouting the NDA agenda
and try to repeat the Gu-
jarat experiment across
the country — including
States ruled by the allies.
The BJP realises that the
NDA must stand united
during the serial Assem-
bly polls through the next
12 months.

Second, the party wanis
to consolidate the Gujarat
gains by helping Modi
shed his anti-minority im-
age for that of a mature
statesman ready to lead
all sections of Gujara’s
society to prosperity.

Modi was quick to taze
the cue after he was unen-

° WY

Convincing allies that
the Gujarat experiment
will not be repeated in
States ruled by them

imously elected the BJP
legislature party leader.
As he addressed a large
gathering, there was no
mention of “Mian Musha-
rraf” or the “Italian” So-
nia Gandhi. The theme

HE HINDUSTAN Thag

VAJPAYEE'S TWIN TARGETS

\%

Helping Modi gain the

stature of a statesman
who can iead the whole
of Gujarat to prosperity

was good governance.
“The people expect results
and please remember, we
have to deliver,” Modi told
the newly elected MLAs
and party activists.

The entire BJP brass

BJP~

Qv £

puts Hindutva on ice

joined in the exercise to
build Modi’s stature, put-
ting off the party’s nation-
al executive meeting in
Delhi by a day so that all
top leaders — including
Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and Deputy
Prime Minister LK Ad-
vani — can be at Gandhi-
nagar for the Chief Minis-
ter’s swearing-in on De-
cember 22.

Over the next two days
at the party’s Delhi con-
clave, the focus will be on
soothing allies’ nerves.
Led by Vajpayee, the en-
tire BJP leadership is ex-
pected to make it clear
that the party will stick to
the NDA agenda and con-
centrate on governance.

On Monday, in the BJP’s
first public message after
the poll results, party
spokesman VK Malhotra
asked Muslims to shed
their fears of Modi. “The
new Government will en-
sure security and develop-
ment of all citizens —
whether they are Muslims,
Christians or Hindus,” he
promised.

There was a note of
caution, however. Mus-
lims can expect justice but
not “appeasement”, Modi
said in Gandhinagar.

In Delhi, Malhotra ex-
plained what this means:
The Muslims must learn
10 eschew “fatwa politics”
and make their political
choices on the issue of de-
velopment. They must
shun parties like the Con-
gress that deliberately
play on their “communal
sentiments”.

Related reports on Page
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tolerance,

snubs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

VADODARA, ‘Dec. 7. — The
Prime Minister today in a speech
loaded with significance for
Gujarat, its leadership and the
hard line Hindutva campaign,
said “sarvdharm sambhav” (all
religions are equal) is the creed of

tolerance to which the country is.

committed. He stressed: “There
-should be no dispute on this.”
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, who
joined the BJP poll campaign in
Gujarat by addressing an election

rally here, kicked off his speech
stating that he had come “as an.

advocate of Narenbhai” but later

thought it necessary to tell the .

50,000 strong gathering that “it is
the legislators you .
elect who will choose
| the next chief minis-
ter.” The Gujarat
chief minister, Mr
Narendra Modi, was
sitting next to him at
the time. .
_Repeatedly revert-
ing to the theme of
peace and tolerance

Modi

sleep p‘eacefully, I ask you to be
alert and keep awake.— “desh ko
Jjagrukta ki zarporat hai’” He
appealed to the gathering to “keep
aside all differences and take the
country ahead towards prosperity.”
"The Prime Minister also teliched
on terrorism which “has centres”
all over the world. He .said “our.
neighbour” was creating hurdles
in India’s progress. “We want to go
ahead and remove poverty and
develop the country but our enemy
has other plans... (but) our defence
services are domg a good job.”
Switching’ his attention to ‘the
Congress party, Mr Vajpayee said
that it had not taken its opportu-
nities over the past 45 years. “We
do what we say,” he added, point-
ing out that his
government had
carried out the
nuclear tests’
while . the:
Congress . was
“under pressure”.
The Congress
party should have’
linked all the
riversin the coun-

in his speech, a line try, and given
at odds with the more attention to
Gujarat. BJIP’s defence. Had this
Godhra-centric cam- o e 77" been done there
%aign focus, }ll\'Ir Sarvdharm sambhav is gvouldh bed ﬁo

djpayee  empha- _ rought and the
sised that the coun- the_.creeq of the . country would be
try had adopted the  country; there should be ' g.fe  today, . he

| policy of sarvadharm no dispute on this... the added.

. sambhav not under next CM will be chésm *  Stating that his
pressure, but volun- _ government was
tarily.. “Ishwar Ek by the MLAs youeleet  committed to a
Hai,” the . Prime . ) ' “samastha
Minister' told the gathering, -Bharat, khushal Bharat (self-suf-

adding: “there may be different
paths, but they lead to the same
Divine.” He referred to the “unfor-
tunate incidents in Gujarat” but
added, “now I feel peace and
, brotherhood has once again being
established.” He .said the bitter-
ness of the po}l campalgn must be
left behind.

Speaking earlier, Mr Narendra
Modi, had told the audience that if
they voted him to power for the
next five years they would be able
to sleep peacefully as he would
“keep awake and see to their safe-
ty”. Taking up on this point, Mr
Vajpayee, however, added his bit
— “even if Modi has told you to

HE-STATESMAR

ficient and prosperous India)” the
PM spoke in detail about the
plans that his government has for
linking the country’s rivers, and of .
building roads “from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir, and
from Dwarka to West Bengal.”

Mr Vajpayee asked the people to
learn from the “free and fair “elec-
tions in-Jammu and Kasghmir,
where people turned up to vote
despite threats. Mr Vajpayee urged-
the crowd - “you do your duty (kar- .
tavya), we will do ours.” Centre-
state cooperation, coalitions at the
Centré - and the possibility that
they may be adopted irr the states -
were also touched upon by the PM.
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Sell-off row
ends with no

ne!

clear

By Sanjay Dutta
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Thursday’s an-
nouncement of
a “consensus”
on the sale of
oil majors
HPCL and
BPCL may
have broken
the privatisa-
tion deadlock
but it has
failed to throw up a clear win-
ner in the contentious debate
between disinvestment minis-
ter Arun Shourie and his crit-
ics within the government.

If anything, say politicians
and officials familiar with the
decision, the keenly fought
compromise suggests that the
NDA coalition will hence-
forth be tailoring its financial
decisions to meet the require-
ment of political saleability.

The sugar-coating of the
decision to sell the two oil
firms— one through bidding
and the other through public
offering- -also indicates a give-
and-take flexibility between
the Prime Minister’'s Office
and the disinvestment min-
istry on one side, and the pow-
erful swadeshi lobby in the
ruling coalition on the other.

While the precise outcome
of Thursday’s high-level
meeting on disinvestment
will be unveiled in Parlia-
ment on Monday by Arun
Shourie, the anti-selloff lob-
by appears to have managed
to wring a key concession out
of Prime Minister Vajpayee:
that the more profitable
BPCL will be disinvested by
offering shares to the public.
This method had been sup-
ported by oil minister Ram
Naik and defence minister
George Fernandes on the
ground of avoiding creation
of private monopolies. A
public float also means that
BPCL will be off the selloff
radar, at least for now.

The proposal to offer the
employees of the two oil
firms equity at some dis-

Arun Shourie

W]Ilﬂﬁl’
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count would take care of con-
cerns voiced by the BJP’s
Murli Manochar Joshi and
RSS ideologues S. Guru-
murthy and K. Sudarshan.
Mr Shourie will take conso-
lation from the fact that he
now has HPCL to sell through
the DoD’s preferred route and
can push through the sale of
some other major PSUs like
Nalco and ITDC hotels, which
were stuck over the oil spill.
But the biggest gain for Mr
Shourie is that the go-ahead to
the oil selloff will ease the
pressure that was sought to be
built on him inside parliament
by some of the BJP’s coalition
allies. Any soft-pedalling on
the oil selloff now could have
been sold by the oppposition as
an admission of fault lines—
both in the disinvestment
process and the ruling coali-
tion. If there is any winner; it
is ONGC. At the September 7
CCD meeting, Mr Shourie
had agreed that PSUs would
be allowed to bid in the selloff
process on the merit of each
case. Political packaging
would entail allowing ONGC
to bid for HPCL to avoid
charges of cartelisation by
private players and ensure a
fair competition and better
deal for the government.

@ See Edit: Divested Interests,
Page 12

CCD meet after
December 11

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The disin-
vestment ministry will
seek a date for the next
meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Disinvest-
ment after December 11.
“The core group of sec-
retaries will meet on De-
cember 11. 1 hope to get an
early date for the CCD

meeting,” disinvestment
secretary P. Baijal said.
7

7
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<~ Atal brokers dlvestment;@l

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 5: The govern-
ment today hammered out a
compromise formula on disin-
vestment at an informal meeting
held at the Prime Minister’s
residence soon after a sitting of
the full Cabinet.

The accord came two days be-
fore a Cabinet-imposed three-
month deadline that put the dis-
investment process in the freez-
er till December 7 to allow tem-
pers to cool over what had be-
come a sharply divisive issue for
the Vajpayee-led government.

The main objections to disin-
vestment had been over what op-
ponents like defence minister
George Fernandes saw as a bla-
tant attempt to sell off the family

silver to private companies
through the so-called strategic
route under which the govern-
ment concedes management
control of a public sector unit to
a single private investor.

Today’s meeting was chaired
by Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and attended by his
deputy L.K. Advani, the defence
minister, finance minister
Jaswant Singh, petroleum min-
ister Ram Naik and disinvest-
ment minister Arun Shourie.

The meeting resolved that it
would pay heed to Fernandes’
objections to a “mindless policy
of strategic sales” by conceding
that certain “strategic” compa-
nies be kept in the government’s
control and the selloff at a later
stage would be done only
through public offerings.

However, other PSUs will
continue to be sold through the
strategic route. The gridlock
over the selloff process arose
over the sale of the govern-
ment’s stake in two oil compa-
nies — Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd and Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Litd.

The meeting is believed to
have decided that the 51 per cent
stake in HPCL will be sold
through the strategic route to a
single bidder or a consortium of
bidders. BPCL, on the other
hand, will be sold through the
IPO route to small shareholders.
The sale will have strings which
will disallow any predatory ac-
cumulation of shares at a later
stage by any single company.

Although this will turn BPCL
into a board-managed company,

tHe government will remain the
single largest shareholder. This
was agreed after the detractors
of the selloff process pointed out
that it was essential that the
government had a significant
stake in the oil sector, which
turns from a normal economic
activity into a strategic one
during times of war.

Today’s meeting was seen as
an attempt by the Prime Minis-
ter to stamp his authority on
decision-making after Advani
failed to broker a consensus.

After coming out of the meet-
ing, Shourie said: “A unanimous
view was arrived at and reported
tothe Prime Minister. The Prime
Minister directed me to make a
statement about it in Parlia-
ment.” He refused to elaborate as

-Parliament was in session.

i
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No show at the WEF

A government has no business to sulk if it is

concerned about business

AR too much of avoidable contro-
versy has been generated by the de-
cision of the prime minister to stay away
from this year’s India Summit of the
World Economic Forum (WEF). Ttue, a
prime minister need not always make
himself available for such events, espe-
cially when there are so many business
summits and conventions through the
year at home and abroad. Merely be-
cause prime ministers have addressed
past summits of the WEF does not mean
that they should do so year in and year
out, unless they have a new message to
convey. Since it appears that Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee does not have
any new message for investors at home
or abroad, he may well have opted to stay
away. That is not abig deal.
However, it is the business of key eco-
iomic ministers in the government that
they should try-and make use of such op-
- portunities. Hence the decision of finance
minister Jaswant Singh to stay away from
the summit, especially when he found
time to watch a polo match on the week-
end, isinexcusable. At a time whenthere is
somuch debate on fiscal policies and seri-
ous concerns are being expressed about
the sustainability of domestic deficits and
debt, Jaswant Singh could have rein-
forced confidence in his leadership at the
fiscby making an appearance at the India
Summit. More importantly, apart from
addressing such nefative concerns, he
could have taken thi€opportunity to draw

957

the attention of the international partici-
pants to the many positive steps he and
the Reserve Bank of India have taken to
move the economy closer to full capital
account convertibility. Indeed, the gov-
ernment hasastrongcase evenonsuchis-
sues as privatisation and the case could
have been articulated effectively by a se-
nior functionary like Jaswant Singh.
His absence at the WEF is syrprising and

It shows that the govetnéhent is shy-

ing away from using whatever platformis
available to communicate a clear mes-
sage to investors at home and abroad. It
can argue, of course, that it prefers alter-

native fora to the one offered by the

WEE, which is after all a private organi-
sation in the business of business sum-
mitry. That, however, is not the message
so far communicated. Rather, those who
have chosen to speak to representatives
of the media on behalf of the govern-
ment to explain away the absence of the
PM and the FM from the summit have
alluded to petty reasons with respect to
protocol and organisational styles. At a

time when the government’s reformist
image hasbeen dented and when abusi-

nesssummit isin fact discussing the policy
implications of the government’s own
Tenth Five Year Plan growth target-of 8
per cent per annum, the WEF’s India
Summit was a good opportunity that a
visibly sulking government short-sight-
edlywasted. :
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gTehe]ka
panel chief
stegs down
(pt lnx

R. VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, Nov. 23: Justice K.
Venkataswami, chairman of the
one-man Tehelka inquiry com-
mission, today resigned from the
panel as well as a senior govern-
ment post he was appointed to
after an uproar in Parliament
over the impropriety of accept-
ing a position while probing the
portal exposé.

day charged that his appoint-
ment as chairman of aglvance
ruling in the customs and*excise
department had compromised
his position as head of the
Tehelka probe, an embarrassed
Justice Venkataswami® today
shot off a letter to the Prime
Minister, resigning from the
posts. His move has put a ques-
tion mark on the ongoing in-
quiry into the defence scam.

Earlier in the day, he had
said that the “PMO has to take a
decision... they should tell you
the exact position”.

A retired judge of the Supr-
eme Court, Justice Venkataswa-
mi was brought in to the Tehelka
inquiry to probe the defence
scandal as he was known as a
“fair judge”, law ministry
sources said. The Chief Justice
(then Justice S.P. Bharucha) had
recommended his name for the
customs and excise post in Janu-
ary this year for his “integrity
and mastery over law relating to
money matters”, sources said.

However, the Opposition led
by the Congress decided to cor-
ner the government on Justice
Venkataswami’s appointment to
the finance ministry post, saying
it was an open dole from the gov-
ernment to get a good certificate
inthe Tehelka exposé.
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION DEFEATED
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Gujarat elections must be

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, NoV. 18. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, to-
day came close to committing
himself to the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s line on
Gujarat. He agreed that the As-
sembly elections should be
fought on issues such as good
governance and development.

Replying to an Opposition-
sponsored adjournment motion
in the Lok Sabha, which was de-
feated by a voice vote, Mr. Ad-
vani said, “everybody including
my party and its allies must en-
sure that the polls are free and
fair and must be able to assure
good governance and the safety
of people of all religions in the
state”.

The Deputy Prime Minister’s
comments came at the end of a
six-hour lacklustre debate. For
most part, it was a tepid affair,
and, barring Praveen Rashtrapal
of the Congress and P.A. Sang-
ma (NCP), most of the presenta-
tions lacked thrust and
direction. The indifference was
reflected in the poor attend-
ance, and at one point the pro-
ceedings were held up because
of lack of quorum.

Like the speakers who pre-
ceded him, Mr. Advani too
broke no new ground, and
merely used the occasion to re-
iterate the points he had been
making all these months. He
described the Ayodhya move-
ment as “shresht” (excellent),
but hastened to add that the
demolition on December 6 was
wrong and ‘one of the most
painful days of my life”.

Mr. Advani said the concept
of a religious state was alien to
the Indian ethos. “This country
will not accept communal vio-
lence and pseudo secularism”.

Earlier, the Opposition par-
ties took the Government to
task for its inability to rein in

hardliners within the “sangh
parivar” for their proclivity to
play the communal card and for

their vituperative outbursts

against the Chief Election
Commissioner.

The member who moved the
motion, Subodh Roy (CPI-M)
said the situation in Gujarat
posed a threat to the country
and the Constitution. “The rule
of law has given way to jungle
raj in the State”.

‘Dangerous trend’

Mr. Sangma described the re-
cent criticism of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner, M.
Lyngdoh, by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) as unpreceden-
ted and a dangerous trend. “Itis
an affront and an insult to
Meghalaya, the northeast and
the tribal people”.

Almost all the Opposition
MPs too criticised the attack on
Mr. Lyngdoh and the language

Godhra will not be a
poll issue, says Modi

NEW DELHI, NoV. 18. Godhra will
not be an election issue. But if it
is raised by the Opposition, the
BJP will give an “apt reply”, the
Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, has said.

However, the party wanted to g

seek “positive votes” on its per-
formance in the December 12
Assembly polis.

“The BJP will seek votes on its |

past performance and Godhra
will not be an issue,” Mr. Modi
told reporters after visiting the
Gujarat Pavilion at the Trade
Fair in Pragati Maidan here.

He parried a query on which

seat he would contest from, saying “any out of the 182 Assembly
constituencies, except those which are reserved”.

About the reports of possible trouble during the Assembly elec-
tions, he said “ask those who are talking about these apprehen-
sions. They said there will be trouble during the cricket match.
They said there will be trouble during Jagannath Yatra but nothing

happened.” — PTI

THE HINDG
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used against him by the VHP.

Mr Rashtrapal said that while
the people of Gujarat were cry-
ing out for development, water,
electricity, jobs and economic
uplift, the BJP and its allies had
embarked on a communal
agenda merely to capture pow-
er. He warned that if they suc-
ceeded in Gujarat, the same
formula would be applied else-
where in the country.

The Congress member also
urged the Prime Minister and
Mr. Advani to direct the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi,
and the VHP to refrain from us-
ing abusive language against
the Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha. “If they continue
in this vein, something terrible
may happen, the responsibility
for which will be entirely with
the BJP.”

The Minister for Civil Avia-
tion, Shahnawaz Hussain, and
Hiren Pahthak took up the cud-
gels on behalf of the Govern-
ment. The former sought to
turn the tables on the Congress
by blaming it for all the woes
suffered by the minorities. “His-
tory will show that we have the
most secular Prime Minister
and Deputy Prime Minister”.

Mz, Pahthak said the discus-
sion would only inflame the
passions in Gujarat. “There is
little merit in discussing the is-
sue now, as no new incidents
had taken place since July when
the issue was last taken up in
the House. “On December 12.%
the people of my State will give
the verdict. Leave it to them, let
them decide,” he urged the
members.

Prominent among others
who took part in the debate |
were E. Ahamad (JUML), V.K.
Mathotra (BJP), Priyaranjan
Dasmunshi (Congress), Roop-
chand Pal (CPI-M), Madhusud-
han Mistri (Congress) and
Yallabhi Kataria (BJP). ‘

|
i
i
|
!
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a‘\x(‘GUJARAT GOVT. HAS DONE THE RIGHT THING'’

o
NEW DELHI, NOV. 15. Just a day af-
ter the Bharatiya Janata Party
criticised the Election Commis-
sion for its decision to ban the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s pro-
posed “yatras” in Gujarat, the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has stood by the Com-
mission. “The Government of
Gujarat has done the right thing
by acting as per the directive of
the Election Commission to
prohibit religious processions,”
he said today.

Without naming the VHP, Mr.
Vajpayee made it clear that the
organisation had no choice but
to respect the EC decision. “1
appeal to all organisations to
honour this directive issued by
a constitutional authority and
help the State administration in
discharging its duty,” he said.

Mr. Vajpayee’s intervention
came in the form of a brief in-
terview to the Hindi television
channel, Aaj Tak. The exercise is
being described as a “carefully
crafted signal” to the VHP and
its sympathisers within the BJP.
Within minutes of the inter-
view, the Press Information Bu-
reau also released a statement
paraphrasing the Prime Minis-
ter’s formulations. Mr. Vajpayee
has virtually distanced himself
from the Narendra Modi/Pravin
Togadia strategy of over-aggres-
sive Hindutva.

The sum and substance of the
Prime Minister's observations
was that “Godhra” and the
post-Godhra violence need not
be invoked as election themes.
“If it is done, it will look like

By Harish Khare k

there is no other issue and votes
are being played with like a
toy,” said Mr. Vajpayee when
asked about the propriety of the
P/BJP) campaign for com-
munal polarisation.

Mr. Vajpayee’s remarks are a
message to the VHP leadership
that it could not conduct itself
as being above the law. “Itis on-
ly through scrupulous obedi-
ence of the law that we can
enhance the prestige and effica-
cy of our democracy,” he said.

Only a few weeks ago, the VHP
brass was gunning for the Prime
Minister and his principal aide.
Today, Mr. Vajpayee has return-
ed the “compliment.”

Not only the VHP, even the
Gujarat BJP leadership came in
for indirect criticism. In an ob-
vious indictment of the caretak-
er Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi’s highly emotional invo-
cation of the “Godhra” mas-
sacre, Mr. Vajpayee noted: “I
urge all political parties and or-

VHP rejects appeal

By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, NOV. 15. The Vishwa Hindu Parishad today reaffirmed
its decision to take out the controversial “vijay yatra” from Godhra
on Sunday and threatened to make use of the train carnage to
“arouse Hindutva.” Rejecting the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s appeal to call off the yatra, the VHP international general
secretary, Pravin Togadia, instead urged him to “protect the reli-
gious and fundamental rights of Hindus.” He also hoped that Mr.
Vajpayee would not succumb to “pressures” from the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, and other “pseudo-secularist forces.”
Meanwhile, the Gujarat Government has started mobilising the
security force to implement the Election Commission ban on the
yatra. When the Additional Chief Secretary (Home), Ashok Na-
rayan, was asked about the VHP’s decision not to relent, said that
“appropriate actions” would be taken by the administration
“whenever they violate the law.” Narsimha Komar, the District
Superintendent of Police of Panchamabhals, of which Godhra is the
district headquarters, said that additional forces summoned would
start arriving by tonight for deployment in Godhra. Prohibitory
orders had been imposed in the entire Godhra town banning the
assembly of more than four persons and for carrying of arms.
Even as the VHP workers were preparing for the meeting and the
yatra on Sunday, Mr. Komar said that the police had prevented the
VHP from displaying placardy/and posters in public places inviting
the people to attend the “Difarma Sabha” to be addressed by Mr.
Togadia and the VHP’s vofatile speaker, Acharya Dharmendraji
Maharaj.

2 T
+. Honour EC directive: PM

ganisations to focus their elec-
tion campaign on issues of
development and governance,
and not on matters that vitiate
the atmosphere.”

Mr. Vajpayee had indirect
words of disapproval for the
BJP’s central media managers
who have sought to criticise the
Election Commission for curb-
ing the majority community’s
freedom of expression.

The Prime Minister saw the
issue differently: “With elec-
tions less than a month away, it
is natural for political and social
organisations to want to go
among the people and conduct
their campaigns. It is their dem-
ocratic right. However, it is also
the democratic duty of one and
all to exercise it in a lawful way.
Even protest has to be ex-
pressed in a peaceful manner
without inflaming passions.”

The Prime Minister's for-
thright statement is also as an
encouragement to the bureau-
cracy — civil and police — in
Gujarat to provide level-playing
field conditions to all the politi-
cal parties. It is believed that
Mr. Vajpayee’s intention is to
signal to the State’s top bureau-
cratic leadership — the Chief
Secretary, the Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) and the Di-
rector-General of Police — that
the Commission’s writ must be 4~
respected. I

In other words, the bureau- |
cracy should not allow itself to |
be intimidated by the caretaker |
Chief Minister. :

It is learnt that Mr. Vajpayee |
has yet to decide on whether to |
campaign in Gujarat.
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DISINVESTMENT ISSUE PLAYED DOWN

By Alok /I\kvr)ee

NEW DELHI, OCT. 29. The Union
Cabinet today approved the
Tenth Five-Year Plan with an
“ambitious” growth target of
eight per cent per annum for the
years 2002 to 2007, but only after
“adjustments” on controversial
issues. There was a last-minute
attempt to postpone the ap-
proval, but it was put down
strongly by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Deputy Prime Minister, L. K. Ad-
vani. At the same time, the con-
troversial public sector
disinvestment issue was played
down considerably in the pre-
sentation made to the Cabinet.

The Tenth Plan, which advo-

cates a strong dose of public’

sector disinvestment and a high
target for attracting foreign di-
rect investment (FDI), became a
matter of some controversy in
the light of the strong line
against disinvestment adopted
by a few Cabinet Ministers.
While the full Planning Com-
mission meeting, which cleared
the Plan earlier this month, had
only the Finance Minister, Jas-
want Singh, and the External Af-
fairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,

as participants — apart from the
Prime Minister and the Com-
mission members — the Cabi-
net meeting today included the
presence of some of the “dis-
senting” Ministers.

According to reports, the Hu-
man Resource Development
Minister, Murli Manohar Joshi,
today suggested the postpone-
ment of a decision “since not ev-
erybody had has a chance to go
through the bulky documents”.
At this, Mr. Singh is understood
to have said that a meeting for
the approval of the Plan had al-
ready been postponed once
(Monday, last week) and a sec-

ond postponement would “send
out negative signals”.

Mr Singh's stand was sup-
ported by Mr. Vajpayee and Mr.
Advani. Even the Defence Min-
ister, George Fernandes — who
had earlier gone public oppos-
ing disinvestment of the oil sec-
tor companies — said a decision
was necessary today.

Once the “big four” took that
position, most of the expected
dissenting voices were not
raised and the discussion pro-
ceeded on “normal’ lines, with
some Ministers seeking higher
allocations for their charge
while others wanted greater em-

PM-Advam push gets Cabmet
nod for Tenth Plan «

phasis for certain sectors such
as housing for the poor and gen-
eration of employment
opportunities.

But the Planning Commission
also took note of the “sensibil-
ities” of those opposing disin-
vestment. While the Plan
projects a disinvestment reve-
nue of about Rs. 16,000 crores
annually — which would mean
selling off the profitable public
sector units — the official posi-
tion adopted later was that the
basic question was of mobilising
revenue, whether through disin-
vestment or better tax collec-
tions. As such, disinvestment
might not be that big an issue if
the Finance Minister is able to
mobilise resources from other
sources was the official stance .

Consequently, the issue of
mobilising resources through
disinvestment was played down
considerably since “it accounted
for just two per cent of the total
Plan size”. With this, the Cabinet
gave its clearance for the Tenth,
which will now be placed before
the National Development
Council for approval, possibly
next month.

Hard decisions
needed: Page 12
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“‘Vocal PM not sore with Advam

NEW DELHI, Oct. 25. — Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee today ap-
peared to have completely recov-
ered from the problem of sore
throat. He loudly appealed to ail
to participate in national policies,
asserted there was no place for
violence in a civilised society, and
said Pakistan was being trans-
formed into a terrorist state.
Addressing a rally to celebrate
completion of three years of
NDA rule, the Prime Minister
said: “Barring a few incidents,
we have succeeded in maintain-
ing peace and harmony.”
Interestingly, Mr LK Advani
refused to speak at the rally “so
that the Prime Minister could
speak more”. Mr Vajpayee in
response said with a smile that he
hoped this ‘refusal’ would not be
interpreted as a sign of any dif-
ference between them. At this,
both of them had a hearty laugh,
and the Prime Minister said: “We

? VI AP L,\"

have worked together and we wil
work together.”

NDA leaders present at the
rally included Mr George Fer-
nandes, Mr LK Advani, Dr Far-
0oq Abdullah, Mr OP Chautala
and Mr Prakash Singh Badal.

Mr Vajpayee said he “enjoyed”
the speculation in the media over
his “sore throat” that resulted in
the cancellation of his press con-
ference in Lucknow last week. “I
will not run away from Lucknow

. Lucknow is my wrestling
ground. I defeated others there
and got defeated as well”.

“Gujarat cannot be forgotten
but we have to take a pledge that
it will not be repeated,” Mr Vaj-
payee said, while referring to the
killings there. On the Dalit killings
in Jhajjar, he wondered: “If Dalits
had no right to live and if women
cannot be ensured safety and
security?” He turned to Haryana
chief minister Mr Chautala and
told him to ensure that the guilty
were punished immediately.

1

He crit ased the VHP leader.
Mr Pravin Togadia, for calling
Mrs Sonja Gandhi an “Italian
dog”. Without naming Mr Toga-
dia, the Prime Minister said:
“Foul language has no place in a
democracy and a limit nceds to
be maintained.” Having met the
Congress demand that senior
BJP leaders should condemn Mr
Togadia’s statement, he exhortec
all parties to join the national en-
deavour despite differences.

Referring to Pakistan and it
role in fomenting terrorism, hc
said: “Our neighbour is getting
transformed into a terrorist state.
But the world is yet not ready to
make a distinction between ter-
rorism and a terrorist state.”

Describing Pakistan as the
source of terrorism, he said: “Is
rakshas ko samapt karna hogu
(the demon will have to be
finished). We are fighting and
we will fight... They (Pakistan)
are using terrorism as a weapon
to challenge human cxistence.”
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“'SHOCK THERAPY APPROACH NOT POSSIBLE’

Our economic reform/

has a hyman face

By Amit Baruah 4 oﬂ

COPENHAGEN (DENMARK), CT. 9.
The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today said that a
democratically-elected govern-
ment could not adopt a “shock
therapy approach” to economic
reform and had to be sensitive
to the “vast disparities in in-
comes and living conditions”.
Addressing the Third India-
European Union Business Sum-
mit soon after his arrival in Co-
penhagen from Cyprus this
afternoon, Mr. Vajpayee said In-
dia had to be guided by the
principles of public account-
ability and a social conscience
in its approach to economic re-
forms. “To borrow a metaphor
from an earlier era and a differ-
ent political context, what we
are trying to implement is eco-
nomic liberalisation with a hu-
man face,” the Prime Minister
told the business gathering.

India, attractive market

Responding to critical com-
ments on the pace of the re-
forms, the Prime Minister asked
business leaders to remember
that the same “sub-continental
size and population, which
makes India an attractive mar-
ket, also accommodates a diver-
sity of perspectives, interests
and needs”. Of the countries
which liberalised their econo-
mies in the early 1990s, India
alone moved to a higher growth
trajectory without an interim
period of recession.

Mr. Vajpayee hoped that the
European Union would address
the “development deficit” by
dismantling high agricultural
subsidies, which harmed the

Ry

prospects of developmg coun-
tries. “We have a serious prob-
lem with non-tariff barriers
against developing country
products on ostensible environ-
mental or social concerns.”
Mr. Vajpayee stated that In-
dia’s growth rate of six per cent
was no “mean achievement” in
the uncertain post-September
11 environment. “It has been
achieved also in the face of a
relentless and sustained terror-
ism in parts of our country —
masterminded from across the
borders and designed to create
political turbulence, economic
disruption and social disharmo-
ny,” the Prime Minister, who
did not name Pakistan, said.

‘When the elephant
moves, the forest shakes’

It had become the fashion to
liken economies to real and
mythical creatures like ele-
phants, tigers and dragons.
“The Indian economy is often
identified with the elephant. I
have no problem with this anal-
ogy. Elephants may take time to
get all parts of their vast bodies
moving forward in unison. But
once they actually start moving,
the momentum is very difficult
to divert, slow down, stop or re-
verse. And when they move, the
forest shakes,”” he said.

There were “some shortcom-
ings” which disappointed In-
dia’s overseas business
partners. “We are building a na-
tional consensus on labour re-
forms, heeding the needs of
both business and labour. High-
priority infrastructure projects
are being given special atten-
tion. We know that foreign in-
vestors are often vexed by an

T T T PN
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excess of procedure, paperwork
and bureaucracy... We are try-
ing to tackle it with a national ‘
programme involving |
e-governance.” ;

India was enacting a new in- ;
tellectual property rights regime |
in the country affording protec- \
tion to the foreign technology
exporter, fully in line with WTO ‘
commitments. Europe had tak-
en an epoch-making step by:
adopting a single currency. “It '
((E.U.) soon goes in for enlarge-
ment. We hope these steps will
act as a stimulus for Europe’s
economic growth. We also hope
that the consequent spurt in jn-
tra-Europe economic ity
will synergise opportunities for
its non-European partners.”

On the global economy, Mr.
Vajpayee said it was facing a
prolonged slowdown. “This is
not merely because of the cycli-
cal nature of business. Its roots
run deeper into the structural
imbalances of the global econo-
my. It is widely accepted that
the most reliable stimulus for
sustainable growth of the devel-
oped economies is their con-
structive engagement with the
devieloping countries. This eco-
nomic engagement has to be
consistent with the preservation
of their environmental re-
sources, social values and cul-
tural identities.”

Mr. Vajpayee said a basic
symmetry in the circumstances
and core values underpinned
the Indo-E.U. partnership. “We
are both glébal actors in a mul-
orld. We are large ‘

identities. We valye
emocracy..." /
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Plan panel mulls divestment options in oil PSUs

PM gets

tough

9 \/ZL) ‘i‘ W)=

on reforms,
George softens

SANJAY SINGH & MOHAN SAHAY]
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE t

NEW DELHI, Oct. 5. — The Prime
Minister toughened his stand on re-
forms and Mr Fernandes reportedly
softened his opposition to them in a
day that saw the political balance

shift somewhat towards liberalisers. -

Government sources said that the
Prime Minister’s opening address at
the Planning Commission meet,
which identified both disinvestment
and foreign investment as keys to
achieving an eight per cent growth
rate, was a “major signal” on the gov-
ernment’s commitment on reforms.

Parallely, the anti-disinvestment
ministerial cabal, of which Mr George
Fernandes is the leading member, is
said to have “accepted” some sugges-
tions on compromise. Sources said
that three compromise formulae are
being worked on for disinvesting the

I 0il PSUs of BPCL and HPCL.

First, that one PSU be sold via the
strategic sale route and the other via
open sale in the stock markets. Second,
that a consortium of other oil PSUs,
ONGC and GAIL, be allowed to buy the
two on the disinvestment list. Third,
that a private strategic partner be giv-
en management control with minority
stakes being held by ONGC and/or
GAIL. However, the “problem” with
this, sources said, is that the private
party “will kg putting even less money
than in the Shourie formula for sale”.

Mr Fernandes and other ministers

b

had been opposed to Mr Arun Shour-
ie’s outright strategic sale route.
These alternative formulae, sources
said, will be considered as soon as
the Prime Minister is back from his
foreign tour on October 14.

The Cabinet won’t wait till the end

of the three-month period, i.e. end-De- |

cember, that it had agreed on in early
September; Mr Fernandes said he wo-
n't like the issue to be dragged on for
so long. BJP leaders also say waiting

till December will allow the Opposi-

tion to “hijack the issue and embar-
rass the government”.

Mr Vajpayee’s pre-departure speech
today at the Planning Commission
laid out a blueprint for eight per cent
growth in the Tenth Plan. He said Rs
78,000 crore of disinvestment and
$7.5 billion in investment inflow will
have to be achieved. The country has
no choice, Mr Vajpayee said. “The is-
sue before us is not whether we can
achieve significantly higher growth,
rather, it is if we can afford not to do
s0.” He noted with regret the slow
pace of power sector reforms.

Mr KC Pant, commission deputy
chairman, did not attach much impor-
tance to the debate: “Even assuming
strategic sectors are spared, the Rs
78,000 crore target is still achievable.”

Mr NK Singh, Planning Commission
member, said: “...we've been able to off-
load only about 2 per cent government
equity in the PSUs. Even without pri-
vatising some strategic companies, the
target can easily be achieved.”




“Joshi seeks to upstage
Advani on PSU sell-offs

\\ By Smita Gupta
\'p TiMES NEwS NETWORKq
Ne elhi: When L.K. Advani was

made &eputy Prime Minister earlier
this year, it looked as though the issue of
who would succeed Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee had been settled. But with human re-
source development minister Murli
Manohar Joshi calling for a review of
the manner in which disinvestment is
being done, especially in strategic sec-
tors like oil, it appears that he has
thrown his hat into the ring, say BJP
sources.

C\ dutva agenda. His highlighting of an

RSS demand—the need to look more
carefully at the disinvestment of the oil
sector because of ‘security’ concerns—
has added to his acceptability.

Mr Advani, on the other hand, BJP
sources say, must share the “blame” for
the lack of success in effectively tackling
terrorism. This issue has been high-
lighted by VHP chief Ashok Singhal,
currently considered the most influen-
tial and powerful leader in the parivar.

It is against the backdrop of the ‘suc-
cession struggle’ that Mr Advani’s shar-
ing of a plat-

The issue form with Uttar
that Mr Joshi Pradesh chief
has brought to minister
the fore has i Mayawati in
wide  accept- & Lucknow  re-
ance not just in cently is being
the BJP and the viewed. After
sangh pari- E all, it was Mr
var—including A.B.Vajpayee L.K. Advani M.M.Joshi  Joshi, who is
key organisa- seen as her orig-

tions like the Swadeshi Jagran Manch
and the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh—but
also among other NDA partners.

Moreover, with the BJP in election
mode, looking not just at the slew of as-
sembly elections next year but also gen-
eral elections in 2004, Mr Joshi has
clearly touched a sensitive chord in his
party and parivar. As one BJP leader put
it, “MPs and MLAs seeking re-election
over the next two years are discovering
that the issue raised by Mr Joshi covers
many of the concerns of their con-
stituencies.”

Although Mr Joshi’s following in the
party or the parivar is still nowhere
near that of Mr Advani, the HRD minis-
ter is considered by the RSS to be one of
the government’s few successful minis-
ters, having effectively pushed the Hin-

inal “rakhi bhai”, who first mooted the

idea of a BJP-BSP tie-up. So, while Mr

Advani having addressed a BSP rally
has not gone down well with the BJP’s
rank and file, it apparently has “upset”
Mr Joshi as well, sources close to him
say.

Ms Mayawati’s invitation was origi-
nally to the Prime Minister, who decid-
ed against accepting it as he knew it
would not be popular with his own par-
ty. But when she invited Mr Advani, he
readily accepted the offer The Joshi
camp says that while Ms Mayawati in-
vited the deputy Prime Minister be-
cause of his growing importance, Mr
Advani accepted the invitation to “make
inroads” into what Mr Joshi regards as
his own territory Mr Advani has begun
to feel just a little insecure, they say.

"HF TINES OF INDIA




FLOWERS FOR GAND ITH IN REFORM

Prime Minister AB Vajpayee pays homage to Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat on the birth

his authority:

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Oct. 2: Atal Bihari
Vajpayee burst out of his re-
cently-woven cocoon of
aloofness today to reaffirm
his leadership of the govern-
ment and commitment to
economic reform.

On a day three senior Cabi-
net members held a private
anti-divestment conclave and
RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan cele-
brated his return to the capital
after a two-year sabbatical with
a bitter attack on western eco-
nomic concepts, an animated
Vajpayee made a robust inter-
vention in support of his gov-
ernment’s policy.

It came with a warning that
appeared aimed at the group of
three — George Fernandes,
Murli Manohar Joshi and Ram
Naik — which had recently tor-
pedoed oil sector divestment,
that it was crossing the limit of
his tolerance of differences
within the government.

Vajpayee admitted that there
was hothing wrong for members
of the government to hold sepa-
rate meetings — a reference to
the hour-long huddle of the trio
earlier in the day — “but there
should be alimit to that™.

After their morning meeting,
the three ministers demanded a
mid-course review of the divest-
ment policy with focus on
whether profit-making public
sector units should be sold and
whether the oil sector should be
included among strategic areas
along with the railways, defence
and atomic energy. (See Busi-
ness Telegraph)

Vajpayee fired a spirited
reply. “There is a campaign to
give the impression as though
my government is out to sell

kaun sa mayee ka lal hai jo
Bharat ko khareed*sakta hai?
(That person hasn’t been born
who will dare to buy India so
long asIam around.)”

If an impression had .been
gaining ground of late — since
the anointment of L.K. Advani
as deputy Prime Minister — that
Vajpayee’s role in the govern-
ment and party was waning, a
feeling the Prime Minister has
done nothing in public to dispel,
today’s statement (mark the
words: “so long as I am around”)
makes it clear who’s boss and
who sets policy.

The Prime Minister could
not have divined what Sudar-
shan would say at a Sangh gath-
ering — the two spoke around
the same time — but his speech
answered the criticism the RSS
sarsanghchalak voiced.

Sudarshan declared that
those in the government who
thought “global” and subscribed
to the view that there should be
“100 per cent foreign direct in-
vestment in all sectors” should
be immediately thrown out and
only swadeshi votaries retained.

The statement was construed
as an attack on disinvestment
minister Arun Shourie, who had
found himself outwitted at a re-
cent Cabinet meeting on selling
government equity in two oil
companies, resulting in a post-
ponement of decision-making.

Vajpayee defended divest-
ment and, by implication,
Shourie to the hilt, though the
Prime Minister had not blocked
the stop-selioff brigade at that
Cabinet meeting. It is possible
Vajpayee may have fathomed the
damage the decision to defer a
decision on Hindustan Petrole-
um and Bharat Petroleum had
done to his government’s image
—there has been a downgrading
of the country’s credit rating

cism hit him in the face.

“No policy is static and every
policy responds to the need of
the hour and can be revised. But
even before we have reached a
consensus on this, I find an im-
pression has gone around that
my government has abandoned
the divestment policy. This is
misplaced,” he said.

At a ceremony organised by
the labour ministry, he made it
clear that divestment would go
on and indicated that labour re-
forms were on the anvil. He said
it was not right to create an anti-
reform atmosphere.

“It will not help the cause of
our workforce because their wel-
fare too will have to be looked
into in the long run. It is wrong
to think reforms will demolish
and destroy the country. When I
was abroad recently, everybody
was praising our achievements
on the reform front. But when I
came back, 1 saw there was so
much confusion and anxiety.”

Sources close to Vajpayee
said he had a one-to-one meeting
with Advani before speaking out
for divestment. After he con-
vinced himself that Advani and
he were on the same wavelength,
the Prime Minister went ahead
and answered the critics.

Sudarshan used the Gandhi-
an concept of seif-reliance and
making the village the focus of
economic.development — on the
Mahatma’s birth anniversary —
to bolster his case against global-
isation and liberalisation.

Linking swadeshi to the que-
st for India’s “self-pride and self-
reliance”, Sudarshan said while
the western economy is “cen-
tralised, urban-based, high ener-
gy consumptive, capital inten-
sive, labour displacing and eco-
logically destructive”, Gandhi
talked of a model that is decen-
tralised, rural-based, low capital

everything, including the coun-
" India is not so cheap that [
will put it on sale. Mere hote huye,

VZ anniversary of the Father of the Nation. (Reuters)

also—only after a volley of criti- intensive and ecology-friendly.
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f NEW DELHI, SEPT. 29. The top Bharatiya Janata Par-
| ty leadership is understood to be “extremely un-
; happy” with the kind of statements emanating
| from the Sangh Parivar leaders, especially the
)’ Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the Bajrang Dal.
| Those close to the top echelons of the Govern-
| ment suggest that the matter is likely to be taken
"up at the leadership level of the Rashtriya
. Swayamsevak Sangh. The effort would be to “si-
{ lence” criticism of the Government by the Sangh
| organisations.
Some VHP leaders have made not only highly
I irresponsible and indefensible communal state-
| ments relating to Gujarat, but also disparaging
| remarks against the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
| Vajpayee.
| It seems Mr. Vajpayee has taken strong excep-
| tion to remarks attributed to the VHP leader, Ash-
f ok Singhal, who was reported to have said in
| Lucknow yesterday that the Prime Minister had
~lost the “trust” of the Sangh Parivar as he had
failed to take any firm steps to deal with terror-
ism. Nor had he done anything concrete in favour

upset Vajpayee '

of removing the hurdles in the way of construct-
ing a Ram temple at the disputed site in Ayodhya.

Mr. Singhal apparently charged the BjP lead-
ership with taking decisions, or not taking deci-
sions, under the influence of western powers.

He was also reported to have been very critical
about the lack of BJP support to the nationwide
“bandh” call given by the VHP after the Akshard-
ham incident.

It has been suggested that Mr. Vajpayee may
not broach the subject directly with the RSS Sar-
sanghchalak, K.S. Sudershan, but would certainty
convey to him that he will not tolerate the kind of
remarks attributed to Mr. Singhal.

After the standoff between the VHP and the
Prime Minister on the “shila pujan” programme
of the VHP in Ayodhya last year and the fiasco
(from the VHP’s point of view) due to the Su-
preme Court’s refusal to allow the VHP pro-
gramme, Mr. Singhal and Giriraj Kishore, both
senior VHP leaders, are hardly on talking terms
with the Prime Minister.

Now after a personal attack on the Prime Min-
ister by Mr. Singhal matters could come to a
head.
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RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Sept. 26: Younger
BJP leaders today peppered
elder statesmen L.K. Advani
and Murli Manohar Joshi
with uncomfortable ques-
tions at a meeting of the
party’s national executive
called to discuss the fallout of
the temple killings.

Party sources said neither
Advani nor Joshi acquitted
themselves with any degree of
conviction or confidence.
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was fortunate enough
to escape the ire of the national
executive as he was preoccu-
pied with official engagements
finalised much before party
president M. Venkaiah Naidu
last evening convened the
meeting.

If the top leadership came
under attack from within, voices
in the larger parivar, such as
Shiv Sena leader Bal Thackeray
and the VHP, also accused it of
being ineffective. “We will prefer
to quit the government rather
than sit and watch the country
being insulted,” agencies quoted
Thackeray as saying.

The VHP, angry with the BJP
for staying away from its Bharat
bandh call, said the party had
“isolated itself from popular
sentiments and would have to
pay the price for it”.

Advani shared details of the
attack inside the Akshardham
temple with the executive and
was quoted by Naidu as saying:
“Our enemies have a perverse at-
titude because they are disap-
pointed that nothing happened
like what followed the Godhra
incident.”

“The incident is part of the
proxy war going on against India
and that war has to be won,” he
added.

But gma had to contend

A boy talks to a policeman on guard outside a closed shop in Vadodara on Thursday. (Reuters)

with a volley of questions from
ministers like Arun Shourie,
Shahnawaz Hussain and Rajiv
Pratap Rudy. They asked:

W What is the use of constantly
talking about an “aar paar ki
ladayi” (battle to the finish)
when India did nothing after
major strikes like the December
13 attack on Parliament, the
Kaluchak massacre in Jammu
and thebomb blast at the Jammu
railway station?

“Either we cross the LoC and
attack them or stop making such
statements,” a member said.

B How much longer is India
going to act at the US’ bidding?

M What has the home ministry
done about issuing multi-pur-
pose identity cards and the citi-
zens’ registration scheme it has
been talking about for four
years?

M What is the point of trumpet-
ing how the NSG commandos

did such a “good” job when it
was a question of dealing with
only two militants who, in any
case, managed to kill one com-
mando and two Gujarat police-
men and scores of devotees be-
fore they were shot dead?

mWhy doesn’t India train and
prepare fidayeen (suicide attack-

ers) and send them to Pakistan”

instead of being at the receiving
end all the time?
Members emphasised that

“there was a lot of anger in peo-
ple and if that was not chan-
nelled properly, the conse-
quences would be dangerous for
the country and the BJP”, the
sources said.

Asked if the executive would
have been as stormy if Vajpayee
was present, a senior member
declared: “Yes, because it is high
time we stopped being defensive
and told our leaders exactly
what people think of them.”

9. m:mow from within

Burdwan bucks
bandh trend

Sept. 26: Left-ruled Bengal re-
mained largely unaffected by
the bandh called by the VHP,
but state leaders were hard
pressed to explain the impactin
Burdwan town, district head-
quarters of the Red bastion.

Not a single shop was open
in the town and all establish-
ments and education institu-
tions were closed. Buses and
rickshaws remained off the
roads, while long-distance bus
services were suspended, leav-
ing thousands stranded.

Apart from Burdwan town,
the bandh was total in several
areas of Katwa and Kalna
subdivision.

CPM leader Anil Biswas de-
nied that the bandh was re-
sponsible for shutting down
Burdwan town and put the
blame on a defective railway
track. He said authorities this
morning had detected the fauit
at Golsi near Burdwan and sto-
pped rail traffic. “As a result,
people could not reach Burd-
wan. We have no information
that shops and establishments
were closed. The bandh did not
have any impact in the state,”
he said. (See Page 8)

Advani told the meeting that
based on available information,
the two suicide attackers were
between 20 and 25, were not local
Gujaratis and came prepared to
hold devotees hostage for a fairly
long period as dry fruits and
chocolates were recovered from
their bodies. He said the Urdu
leaflets that were found men-
tioned “Gujarat Hind”, which re-
ferred to the settlement of Gu-
jarati migrants in Karachi.



SC stamp
on Joshi
school text

Study of religion not against
secularism, rules court

HT Correspondent
New Delhi September 12

THE SUPREME Court today
cleared the decks for the imple-
mentation of Murli Manohar
Joshi’s controversial National
Curriculum Framework for
School Education (NCFSE) with
a ruling that the study of reli-
gion, as introduced in the cur-
riculum, was not against the
concept of secularism.

The court said education of
religions could be imparted even
in ‘educational institutions’ ful-
ly maintained with Government
funds.

In a unanimous decision, a
three-judge Bench of Justice MB
Shah, Justice DM Dharmad-
hikari and Justice HK Sema dis-
missed a Pli. alleging attempts
by the BJP-led NDA Government
to ‘saffronise’ school education.

The PIL filed by social activist
Aruna Roy, columnist George
Verghese and sociologist Meena
Radhakrishna Tyabji had also
charged the Government with
revising the syllabi for school ed-
ucation to promote a particular
political and religious ideology.

Justice Shah said: “The
NCFSE nowhere talks of impart-
ing religious instructions as pro-
hibited under Article 28 (of the
Constitution). What is sought is
to have value-based education
and for religion it is stated that
students be given the awareness
that the essence of every reli-
gion is common.”

However, the judge said the ed-
ucation policy should not aim at
teaching dogmas and supersti-
tions in the name of religious ed-
ucation. He rejected the petition-
ers’ submission about introduc-
ing Sanskrit. Vedic astrology,
mathematics and Hindu festi-
vals in the curriculum. “The
submission does not deserve any
consideration,” the court said.

In his own judgment, Justice
Dharmadhikari said: “What is
needed in education is that the
children of this country should
acknowledge the vast range and
complexity of differences appar-
ent in the phenomenology of re-
ligion while at the same time
they should understand the ma-
jor streams of religious experi-
ence....”

He said the study of religions
was not forbidden by the Consti-
tution. “Study of religions,
therefore, in school education
cannot be held to be an attempt
against the secular philosophy
of the Constitution.”

CBSE students of classes IX
(in Hindi and Social Studies)
and XI (History), who could
have to change course mid-
way through academic year

SR

NCERT: New textbooks will be
out in three weeks; CBSE:
Efforts will be made to intro-
duce them this academic year

SRFEN

Students of classes X and XIi

this year, who are not covered
’ by the new syllabus

Justice Dharmadhikari said
secularism could be practised by
adopting a completely neutral
approach towards religions or
by a positive approach by mak-
ing one section of religious peo-
ple to understand and respect re-
ligion and faith of another sec-
tion of the people.

*Based on such mutual under-
standing and respect for each
other’s religious faith, mutual
distrust and intolerance can
gradually be eliminated,” the
judge added.

He said academics should un-
dertake the task of examining
whether textbooks contained the
country’s secular values. “The
members of NCERT should be
open to any such dialogue with
the academics. On the basis of
general consensus, suitable cur-
riculum, which accords with
secularism as understood in
wide and benevolent sense, has
to be evolved,” he added.

Both judges rejected the peti-
tioners’ contention that the cur-
riculum could not be enforced on
the ground that the Government
had not consulted the Central
Advisory Board on Education
(CABE), an apex body on educa-
tion policy.

They said it was not mandato-
rv for the Government to consult
CABE since it was not a statuto-
ry body.

Related report on Page 6
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'MID-TERM REVIEW OF POLICY LIKELY
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~ Disinvestment of oil sector

put off by threev mo

By Sushma Ramachandran

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 7. The Cabinet
Committee on Disinvestment
(CCD) tonight decided to defer
the controversial privatisation
plans for the Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Limited
(HPCL) and the Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation Limited
(BPCL) for three months, pav-
ing the way for a probable re-
view of the Government’s
disinvestment policy.

The CCD’s decision was an
endorsement of the deferment
proposal made at an informal
meeting presided over by the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, earlier in the day with
various warring factions in the
battle over oil sector disinvest-
ment. Apart from the HPCL and
the BPCL, it has also been de-
cided to keep divestment of
government equity stake in the
Indian OQil Corporation, the Gas
Authority of India Limited, the
Oil and Natural Gas Corpora-

tion and the National Thermal
Power Corporation in abey-

ance. Sources here indicated
that the three-month hiatus in
decision-making on the oil sec-
tor could ultimately lead to a
mid-term review of the disin-
vestment policy as has been
sought by the Defence Minister,

George Fernandes. With a large
segment of the Cabinet as well
as the RSS and even Opposition
parties opposed to the pollcy of
strategic sales, especially in the
case of cash-rich profit making
companies, it appears that the
disinvestment process may ulti-
mately grind to a halt.

The Disinvestment Minister,
Arun Shourie, conceded after
the CCD meeting that the bud-
getary target for revenue mobil-
isation through disinvestment
was not likely to be achieved. In
addition, it would not be pos-
sible to meet the time-frame for
disinvestment of various com-
panies for which a road-map
had earlier this year been clear-

THE HINDUD

ed by the CCD

Brleﬁng newspersons in the
evening, he said the CCD was
also attended by Mr. Fernandes
and the Human Resource De-
velopment Minister, Murli Ma-
nohar Joshi. Mr. Shourie merely
smiled when asked whether the
Ministers opposed to disinvest-
ment would regularly be invited
for the CCD meetings. Though
he was his usual polite self at
the press conference, he had
earlier in the day snapped at re-
porters seeking a briefing about
the informal meeting convened

onths

by the Prime Minister.

Mr. Shourie who has been |

able to carry out strategic sales |

despite considerable controver-

sy in a large number of major |

public sector companies like
the Bharat Aluminium Corpora-
tion Limited, appears to have
hit a roadblock. Though he in-
sisted that the disinvestment in
other companies would contin-
ue as in the case of the Shipping
Corporation of India, the Na-
tional Fertilisers Limited and
the National Aluminium Corpo-
ration, it is clear that the vocal
protests by the administrative
ministries concerned have had
their impact.

The informal meeting con-
vened earlier in the day by the
Prime Minister to resolve the
contentious debate was attend-
ed by the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, LK. Advani, the Finance
Minister, Jaswant Singh, the
Petroleum Minister, Ram Naik,
Mr. Joshi, Mr. Fernandes and
Mr. Shourie.

8 Sep 200M.
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-~ RSS FEARS PRIVATE M%POLIES

Sangh

C,\'

lends

G%rge Na

NEW DELHI, Sept. 6. — The
RSS today put some posers be-
fore the government on disin-
vestment, including its “appre-
hension” of the creation of pri-
vate monopolies. It said it wan-
ted oil companies to be placed in
strategic sector categorisation
where the government alone has
a role to play.

A day before the crucial meet-
ing of the Cabinet Committee
on Disinvestment, RSS spokes-
person Mr MG Vaidya said the
BJP and the Sangh differed on
disinvestment  policy, thus
throwing the RSS’ weight be-
hind Mr George Fernandes and
Mr Ram Naik.

~ Mr Vaidya
asked five
questions
which he wan-
ted the govern-
ment to ad-
dress immedi-
ately. He
asked  “why
profit making
industries
need to be dis-
invested to pri- | ..
vate  parties
and why there
is diversion of

_public money
to private coffers”.

His other questions: “By pri-
vatising, are we careful that pri-
vate monopoly is not being crea-
ted”, “can we ensure that selling
of 25 per cent of a public enter-
prise will not enable a private
company to control the entire
management”, “are we taking
workers’ interests into confi-
dence and fixing of reserve pri-
ces” and “is it sufficient to take

N STE TRy,

pubhcly for the first time.

’ secters

note of
t h e
share
value
only or
also the
market
value of
a com- |
pany.”
While |
another }
Sangh
Parivar MrGeorge Fernandes
outfit,
the Swadeshi Jagran Manch, has
voiced concern on disinvestment
policy and has also put across its
views to the government, the pa-
rent outfit, by Mr Vaidya’s own’
admission, has raised the issue

Mr Vaidya
 said defence
production,
railways and oil
. are of strategic
. importance for
.. the. country
~ and the gov-
ernment
should not dis-
invest its stake
in these sec-
. tors. “It (oil) is
_ a strategic sec-
“tor. It should
be in govern-
ment control.”
Mr Valdya said what the de-
fence minister was saying now
had been the original views of
the Sangh. While the RSS will
not form 4 common front with
any party, it may come together
with the Swadeshi Jagran
Manch c)n opposing disinvest-
ment in the oll sector.
Mr Vaidya, however, clarified
that in principle the RSS was n
against disinvestment.

7 SEP 20



" GEORGE REFUSES TO BUDGE

ivestmen
deadlock
ontmues

Statesman Mews Servi

NEW DELHIL Sept. 3. 4 The
meeting of four heavyweights —
the Prime Minister, the Deputy
PM and the finance and defence
ministers — could not-break the

-deadlock on disinvestment today.

Another meeting may be held
on 6 September, a day before the
Cabinet Committee on Disinvest-
ment is scheduled to meet to res-
olve the issue. Petroleum minister
Mr Ram Naik, who is now abroad,
too would attend the meeting.

“At today’s meeting chaired by

- Mr Vajpayee, defence minister Mr

George Fernandes, who had
questioned the disinvestment pol-
icy on public sector units, in-
cluding oil sector
giants HPCL
and BPCL, could

Mr Fernandes is

Jary G £

Will the 7 September CCD
meeting could see a consensus on
divestment of HPCL and BPCL?
Mr Jaswant Singh said it would be
unfair to guess the outcome of the
meeting.

Mr Advani held talks with
disinvestment minister Mr Arun
Shourie for more than haif-an-
hour before he attended the
meeting. Mr Shourie was not part
of the top-level meeting attended
by the “big four™.

Within a day of the BJP
defending disinvestment in PSUs
through strategic sales, some
party leaders said that off-loading
shares in the market was not a
bad option, for it would save the
government the embarrassment
of facing diffi-
cult questions.

Some of these

be persuaded by reportedly not leaders were in
Mr LK Advani i : favour of strate-
and Mr Jaswant .a,gamSt the gic sales. “What
Singh to change disinvestment the defence min-

his position,” an

official said.
They sought

to convince Mr

. process but is
seeking a review

ister has sugges-
ted is welcome
and there should
be a mid-term

Fernandes that of p0|ICV detalls, review on the is-
the  disinvest- and wants the sue of oil sector
ment policy had disinvestment,”
yielded divid- government to a senior leader
ends, and a rev- ;. : said.

iew now would Conslder Wldel’ A senior BJP
create an unne- iIssues leader said in

cessary contro--
versy. Mr Fernandes should
accept that there’s no alternative
to that, they said.

But Mr Fernandes refused to
budge. He reportedly said he
wasn’t against the disinvestment
process but was seeking a review
of policy details. The government
should consider wider issues. “We
should examine how far down the
road we have reached ... whether
disinvestment is proceeding in the
right direction or whether any
course correction «is needed.
These are questions any political
party wants answers to and they
need to be answered.”

the case of mar-
ket off-loading, the government
would have to grant complete
autonomy to the PSUs to hire
private professionals and run the
units  without government
control. This line had earlier been
dumped for strategic sales, as the
latter was considered an easier
option, he opined.

Officially, the BIP s
maintaining that there has never
been any ambiguity in the
disinvestment policy.

Individual cases were to be
decided by the government in
consultation with the admin-
istrative ministries. y

™MESTATESMA:

.....



Fernandes adds oil

to PSUs sell-off ﬁre

George tries to
win RSS suppor;

By Smita Gupta
Times News NETWORK oy

New Delhi: Defence minister George
Fernandes’ letter to the Prime Minister,
reportedly asking for a meeting of “key”
ministers to thoroughly review the gov-
ernment’s disinvestment policy to guard
against the “rich getting richer” and
prevent private monopolies, and his re-
quest that he be allowed to attend the
next meeting of the Cabinet Committee
on Disinvestment, of which he is not a
member, is being read in government
circles as an attempt to ingratiate him-
self with the RSS.

The RSS, too, is unhappy with the way
disinvestment, particularly of the oil
PSUs, is being carried out.

With the Venkataswami commission,
which is investigating the Tehelka sting op-
eration, nearing the end of its inquiry, Mr
Fernandes needs all the help he can get.

Mr Fernandes’ call for a review also
comes at a time when the RSS, after first
targeting former finance minister Yash-
want Sinha, has begun to turn its atten-
tion to the activities of disinvestment
minister Arun Shourie’s ministry.

But RSS sources said, “Our target is
not Mr Shourie now, it is the govern-
ment policy on disinvestment, which he
happens to be implementing. In fact, we
do not believe that there can be a policy
on disinvestment, only a strategy for
raising finances for social sector pro-
grammes.”

“If the rest of the oil PSUs go under
the hammer the way IPCL did, the RSS
will have do a rethink. It may begin to
criticise not just the government but
also the person overseeing disinvest-
ment. Disinvestment should not lead to
amonopoly” they added.

Mr Shourie is clearly aware of the
forces working against him. And so, on
August 24, in a bid to remove apprehen-
sions within the BJP on the govern-
ment’s ongoing privatisation process, he
briefed the party’s think-tank on its mer-
its, saying there was a “consensus in
practice”.

Focus shifts to '
country S securlﬁ'

By Sanjay Dutta
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: When disinvestment minis-
ter Arun Shourie was named Business
Leader of the Year by ‘The Economic
Times’ earlier this month, petroleum
minister Ram Naik congratulated him
by saying in a lighter vein, “Mr Shourie,
I deserve half of that award as 50 per
cent of your sell-off proceeds has been
contributed by oil PSUs.”

With defence minister George Fernan-
des virtually taking the oil minister’s side
in the debate over the Bharat Petroleum
and Hindustan Petroleum sell-off, Mr
Naik might well demand a larger chunk
of credit for Mr Shourie’s award. So far,
the debate has been over the oil ministry’s
preference for a public float and the sell-
off department’s wish for selling out to a
strategic partner. With Mr Fernandes
stepping in, the focus will shift to the oil
sector’s link with the country’s security.
This will be a key issue in the oil min-
istry’s presentation to the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Disinvestment.

Foreign oil companies were nation-
alised following their reluctance to chip
in during the 1971 Pakistan war and
their reluctance to cooperate with the
government after the 1974 oil shock.

“The present situation is worse than
in 1971. The oil companies were asked to
tank up in view of the troop mobilisa-
tion on the Pakistan border. A fort-
night’s extra stock means an extra Rs
500 crore. Will the new owners do it? If
they do, the public will have to pay for it.
No private firm will bear this expendi-
ture for the country’s interest,” an oil
ministry official said.

That’s why the ministry wants ONGC
to bid for BPCL and HPCL. The disin-
vestment department is opposed to this
as one state-owned firm buying another
will not be privatisation and will dampen
private bidders. Those against this argu-
ment say that keeping ONGC out will
mean practically handing over the com-
panies to the only two private suitors—
Reliance and Shell—and at a lower value.

G. Ferandes

frug, i

Fernandes’ call for a review also
comes at a time when the RSS, after
first targeting former FM Yashwant
Sinha, has begun to turn its attention
to the activities of Arun Shourie’s
disinvestment ministry
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OURLEGAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 28: The
Supreme Court today ordered
status quo ante in the petroleum
dealership scam, directing that
all allotments cancelled by the
Centre’s order will continue
without being affected by it.

The court, however, did not
stay the August 9 cancellation
order. Its legality will be argued
at further hearings, the last of
which is slated for November 12.

The ruling, which looked like
a setback to the government at
first glance, sent a wave of relief
among many BJP leaders, who
were fearing a backlash from
supporters whose licences are
on the hit-list.

Officially, the BJP declined
comment, saying the matter was
still in court, but many leaders "
said in private that the Prime
Minister has already proved a
point by cancelling the licences.

But the Congress kept up the
pressure, saying the government
suppressed key facts before the
court to ensure a breather for the
allottees.

Petroleum minister Ram
Naik, too, was beaming, secure
in the realisation that he has gai-
ned time.

The immediate cancellation
of the licences — the governme-
nt’s stated objective — would ha-
ve meant an operational night-

mare for his ministry.

A benchof Chief Justice B.N.
Kirpal and Justices K.G. Balakr-
ishnan and Arijit Passayat also
transferred a batch of petitions
to the apex court to pre-empt
chances of conflicting decisions
by high courts.

The apex court had earlier re-
fused to vacate the stay order of
high courts. The interim order
will supersede all interim orders
of high courts and subordinate
courts in the country.

The order will apply to deal-
ers and retailers numbering be-
tween 2,248 and 3,546. A Central
government lawyer said the nu-
mber was variable because there
were “genuine cases” like allot-
ments to war widows, ex-service
men and the handicapped.

The apex court clarified that
its order will not apply in cases
where only letters of intent had
been issued and actual commis-
sioning was yet to be done.

Congress spokesman Jaipal
Reddy said the government
wanted to deflect the heat by can-
celling the allotments, but simul-
taneously “it had planned to get
relief for the beneficiaries”.

“The government’s motive
was exposed when it did not dis-
close to the court the details of
statements by various dealer-
ship selection board chairper-
sons admitting irregularities,”
Reddy said.

B See Business Telegraph
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f.oal for Uma Bhartl in reshuffle

}
By Our Special Correspondent
2 8

NEW DELHI, AUG. 26. Undertaking a limited Cdbinet
reshuffle today, the Prime Minister, Atal Hehari
Vajpayee, in a surprise move inducted a senior
BJP leader from Madhya Pradesh, Vikram Verma,
into the Union Council of Ministers, along with
the Shiv Sena’s Anant Geete and Anandrao Adsul.

The President, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, adminis-
tered the oath of office and secrecy to the new
Ministers at a brief ceremony here.

The Vice President, Bhairon Singh Shekhawat,
Mr. Vajpayee, the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, and several members of the Union Coun-
cil of Ministers were present. Suresh Prabhu of
the Shiv Sena, whose resignation as the Power
Minister prompted the current exercise, also at-
tended the function.

For what was initially termed a Sena-centric
reshuffle, Mr. Vajpayee brought in Mr. Verma,
Rajya Sabha MP and chief of the BJP Madhya
Pradesh unit. Mr. Verma's induction comes sev-
eral months after the former Chief Minister, Sun-
derlal Patwa, had resigned on health grounds.

With Mr. Verma’s entry the representation for
Madhya Pradesh in the Union Cabinet has risen

V) Sy

to three’-- Satyanarayan Jatiya and Uma Bharti
being the other two. This has also resulted in a
minor reshuffle of portfolios. Mr. Verma would
be the Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports in the
place of Uma Bharti, who has been given charge
of the Ministry of Coal and Mines which was held
by Mr. Advani.

After the exit of the Lok janshakti Party chief,
Ram Vilas Paswan, the Coal Ministry was ear-
marked for the Trinamool Congress chief, Mama-
ta Banerjee, but her party’s decision to keep a
distance from the NDA Government till the issue
of Bastern Railway bifurcation is sorted out, may
have settled the matter for now. Mr. Geete, who
was the Minister of State for Finance, has been
elevated to Cabinet rank. He replaces Mr. Prabhu.
Anandrao Vithoba Adsul, a Dalit leader from
Buldhana, fills in the Sena share in the NDA Gov-
ernment. He is the Minister of State for Finance.

PMK plea

It is understood that the Pattali Makkal Katchi
leader, S. Ramadoss, who is here now, was press-
ing for a change in the portfolio of the party nom-
inee, N.T. Shanmugham, from Food Processing
to Coal, a portfolio he held earlier.

52



T\

Kalam’s

By Mahendra Ved
Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Union cabinet on
Saturday declined to make any
changes in the ordinance on elec-
toral reforms—which President
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam had earlier re-
turned for clarification—and decid-
ed to send it back to him “as it is”.
The decision leaves the President
with no option but to give his assent
to the ordinance.

While political leaders were sup-
portive of the government’s action
and critical of the President, views
differed on the wisdom of the gov-
ernment going through with elec-
toral reforms in the manner it has
chosen without adequate debate.

The cabinet considered the sugges-
tions made by Mr Kalam, who re-
turned the ordinance on the ground
that it had overlooked the recent SC
directive enforced by the Election
Commission requiring candidates to
give details about their criminal con-
victions and assets.

Senior lawyer PP. Rao called the
ordinance “very unfortunate” and
said that it was likely to be chal-
lenged in the supreme court and
there was the “possibility of (its) be-
ing struck down”.

Emphasising that it was the “funda-
mental right of the people to know the
antecedents of their candidate”, Mr
Rao said, “It is unfortunate that the
ruling party, like all other parties, can-
not resist the temptation of hiding peo-
ple who have questionable records.”

There appeared to be some doubt
about whether Mr Kalam had merely
sought clarifications on the ordi-
nance’s contents or had actually re-
turned it—an act he is empowered to
carry out once. But the way the gov-
ernment took formal note of his ac-
tion, considered it at the cabinet lev-
el and chose to announce it formally
clearly meant that the ordinance had
been returned—or that the govern-
‘ment had taken it that way—thus ex-
hausting the President’s solitary op-
tion of returning a legislation. Given
this, the President can now be ex-
pected to sign the ordinance. Any fur-
ther clarifications sought by the
President would have to be informal,
said Devendra Nath Dwivedi, a for-

Cabinet ignores '

9 Ve Qv

query

Forces President to sign poll reforms order

mer additional solicitor general of
India.

Citing the supreme court verdict
in the ‘Shamsher Singh v State of
Punjab’ case, Mr Dwivedi said the
constitution did not envisage the
President to be a revisional authori-
ty, or to sit in judgment over the gov-
ernment’s decision. Fali S. Nariman,
a former attorney general, said, “The
government’s view has to prevail.”
But it should have been “well
thought out. It should have been de-
bated. It is unfortunate that there
was no debate in parliament”.

In Mr Nariman'’s view, there would

A.B. Vajpayee

A.PJ. Kalam

President’s checklist

% No option but to sign—he is
constitutionally obligated

% He can delay a decision, since
there is no time bar for his
assent

& Any further clarification sought
by the President would have to
be.informal... .

have been no scope for confusion and
criticism had the government stuck
to the SC’s May 2 directives.

The government is understood to
have decided to convince the Presi-
dent that the issues that he has
raised could be taken up at the time
of legislating the ordinance in par-
liament. It was also at pains to make
it clear that there was no question of
confrontation with the President on
the issue.

Attorney General Soli J. Sorabjee
and additional solicitor general Kirit
Raval were also present at the meet-
ing to render their advice to the cabi-
net. 7
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' Govt’s order on

poll reforms may
hit rough weather

v e
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By Akshaya Mukul
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The government’s
controversial ordinance on elec-
toral reforms might face rough
weather as President A .PJ. Abdul
Kalam is believed to have raised
certain queries about it. “The or-
dinance also came up for discus-
sion when Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee met Mr Kalam early
this week,” a senior official told
The Times of India. According to
him, the issue will be taken up by
the cabinet on Saturday.

Minister of state for law Ravi
Shankar Prasad denied any
knowledge of the queries from
Rashtrapati Bhavan but reiter-
ated the government’s resolve to
promulgate the ordinance.

The ordinance was drafted by
the law ministry to replace an
Election Commission order
making it mandatory for candi-
dates to disclose their criminal
record, if any, as well as their as-
sets and liabilities on their nom-
ination forms. However, as it
stands, the ordinance will pro-
vide voters with much less in-
formation about their candi-
dates than the supreme court
had demanded in its directive to
the EC on May 2.

Sources point out that one
reason behind Mr Kalam’s ap-

I ———-
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parent reticence in promulgat-
ing the ordinance emanates
from the representations that he
has received on electoral re-
forms from different civil socie-
ty groups. Last Friday, a 24-
member delegation of the Na-
tional Campaign for Electoral
Reforms met Mr Kalam and em-
phasised that the proposed
amendments to the Representa-
tion of the People Act, 1951 went
against the letter and spirit of
the supreme court order as well
as the constitution.

The NCER, in fact, had urged
the President to take the unusu-
al-—and dramatic —step of refer-
ring the ordinance to the supreme
court since the court had begun
the entire process of poll reforms
through its May 2 order.

The NCER representation
had specifically objected to the
insertion of a new section, 33A,
in the draft bil, which says that
notwithstanding any judg-
ments, decree or order of any
court or the EC, no candidate
shall be liable to disclose or fur-
nish any further information in
respect of his election. The
NCER said this section under-
mines the SC order which holds
that the voter’s right to know the
antecedents of poll candidajes
is a fundamental right. /te
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Vajpayee walks Gujarat
middle path with hawks

OURSPECIAL /\ ! \
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 19: The Prime
Minister went half-way to please
BJP hardliners in deciding to in-
voke the President’s power to
consult the Supreme Court on
the Election Commission’s stand
against early polls in Gujarat,
party sources said.

The BJP was keen to contest
the commission’s decision in a
court of law, the sources said,
but Atal Bihari Vajpayee was not
interested in a confrontation.

Sources said the commis-
sion’s report was discussed
threadbare at a late-night meet-
ing at Vajpayee’s residence on
Saturday. Deputy Prime Minis-
ter L.K. Advani, BJP chief M.
Venkaiah Naidu and parliamen-
tary affairs minister Pramod
Mahajan attended the meeting
where the “consensus” was on
taking a “middle path”.

“This way, the views of the
Prime Minister and the hardlin-
ers were accommodated. We
could not ignore the sentiments

- C_l Y
% W)

of our Gujarat cadre who were
worked up at the Election Com-
mission’s decision. On the one
hand, it was felt that openly tak-
ing on the commission may not
show the government in a good
light. On the other, if the Cabinet
straightaway  recommended
Central rule, it would have
looked like it was acting at the
commission’s behest,” a source
said.

The poll panel had suggested
the use of Article 356 to avert
a constitutional crisis that could
arise if a legislature was not
in place in Gujarat by October 6.
The last sitting of the Assembly
was on April 6 and, according
to Article 174 of the Constitu-
tion, the gap between two sit-
tings should not exceed six
months.

Caretaker chief minister
Narendra Modi had hinted at
moving court. BJP sources clai-
med that there was a “ground-
swell of opinion” in Gujarat,
particularly among the business
community, against the “post-
ponement” of the election.

“There is all-round \ncer-
tainty as a result of which trade
and business are getting badly
affected. Major decisions are not
being taken,” the source said. ]

The BJP maintains that it
would have little option but to ac-
cept the court’s opinion — even
if it endorsed the commission’s
decision. However, the hardlin-
ers are still against Central rule.

The BJP has also begun a
campaign against chief election
commissioner J.M, Lyngdoh, in-
sinuating that he is not only
“pseudo-secular” but also a
“pseudo-democrat”.

BJP spokesman Mukhtar
Abbas Nagvi alleged that the
“campaign” to defer polls in cer-
tain states was “detrimental to
democratic values”.

“It is a dangerous conspiracy
and the nation is witnessing
how pseudo-secularists have
turned into pseudo-democrats
by saying elections must not be
held only to uphold what they
claim to be a secular democracy,”
Nagvi said.

M See Page 8
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‘NO IMPOSITION OF GOVERNOR'’S RULE’

~“)&K polls will not be ..

1¢'postponed, says Advani

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, AUG. 19. The NDA

Government today made it clear
that it did not favour either de-
ferring the Assembly elections
in Jammu and Kashmir or
bringing the State under Gover-
nor’s rule.

Talking to mediapersons
here, the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, questioned the
demand for postponing the
polls and suggested that it was
being made by elements under
some kind of influence from Pa-
kistan. “Our focus and attention
is that Assembly elections in the
State should be free and fair.
The Government is keen that
not only should the elections be
free and fair, but they should al-

50 be seen to be free and fair.
The elements who are not par-
ticipating in the polls are those
who have a soft corner for Pa-
kistan and have been working
under directives from across the
border.” Referring to the sug-
gestion in some quarters that
Jammu and Kashmir be brought
under Governor's rule before
and during the polls, Mr. Advani
said the Centre would not like to
impose anything on the State.
“This matter rests with the State
Government. We do not want to
impose anything on it.”

A suggestion for postponing
the elections was made by the
Kashmir Committee headed by
the former Union Law Minister,
Ram Jethmalani, after its inter-
action with several political par-

WE ARE READY, SAYS LYNGDOH

ties and organisations during its
three-day visit to the State.

Mr. Advani said the suggesti-
ons of the Kashmir Committee
meant very little at a time when
the election schedule had al-
ready been announced. The
Government was keen to see
the participation of the Hurriyat
Conference in the polls.

Mr. Advani’s comments came
a day after the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security held an informal
meeting and took the view that
the Government would not go
out of its way to appease the
“separatist” elements. It also
decided to adhere to the elec-
tion schedule in the State and
do nothing to disturb the Fa-
rooq Abdullah dispensation
there.

By Shujaat Bukhari

|
| SRINAGAR, AUG. 19. The Chief Election Commis-
] sioner, J.M. Lyngdoh, today ruled out post-
{ ponement of the Assembly elections in Jammu
| and Kashmir and said the Commission was
i ready for the elections to be held from Septem-
| ber 16. On the Guijarat issue, he said “politicians
\ are free to do whatever they want”.

Before leaving for Jammu, Mr. Lyngdoh said:
3 “We are ready for the polls and the first noti-
| fication will be issued on August 22.” Asked
. what if the Centre recommended postpone-
ment of the polls, he said, “then legislation has
to be brought”. In Jammu, the CEC showed a
mild reaction to the Centre’s decision to refer

the EC decision on the Gujarat polls to Presi-
dent and said “politicians are free to do whatev-
er they want”.

Earlier, Mr. Lyngdoh, along with the two
Election Commissioners, T.S. Krishnamurthy
and B.B. Tandon, held a detailed meeting with
all the eight Deputy Commissioners of Kashmir
division. He reviewed the poll preparedness
and sought reports from all the DCs who also
are the District Election Officers.

The Chief Electoral Officer, Pramod Jain, said
the first notification for the elections would be
issued on August22 followed by another on
August 29. For“about 7000 polling stations in
the State,/around 5000 officers are being

On the political front, the
Bharatiya Janata Party Jaunched
a scathing attack on those de-
manding postponement of the
elections, criticising it as being
“undemocratic”. While the par-
ty would have welcomed the
participation in the election by
all those who had faith in the
Constitution, it was not for ap-
peasing and cajoling those who
did not and might, in fact, have
more than a lurking sympathy
for Pakistan.

This was made amply clear by
the party general secretary,
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, whgu
said: “We respect the Jethmala- |
ni Committee but we do not |
agree with the demand for de- |
laying elections.” i

At this juncture, the party was |
totally opposed to the idea of
any postponement of the an-
nounced Assembly elections in
the State, where the first phase l
of polling would take place on !
September 16. ‘

Mr. Naqvi said all “nationalist |
parties” must carry on a sus- |
tained campaign against the !
gun culture pervading in the |
State. It is presumed that the i
“nationalist parties” would in-
clude the National Conference,
the Congress and the Left par-
ties. He hoped that the electors
would isolate those who were
unwilling to participate in the
democratic process and vote in
large numbers.

'Not on collision course
with EC: Page 11 _
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NEW DELH], Aug. 18. - The Vajpayee
governmenf today decided to seek the
Supreme Court’s “advice”, through a
. Presidential reference under Artlcle 143,
on “the constitutional issues” arising out
-of the Election Commission’s decision on
Gujarat elections.

“The issues are not merely related to
Gujarat but has far- reaching consequen-
ces,” the Union information and broad-
casting minister, Mrs Sushma Swaraj, said.

A formal request to the President, Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam, is likely tomorrow,
Mrs Swaraj said after an emergency cab-
inet meeting convened to discuss the EC
decision.

Article 143 envisages that “if at any time

it appears to the President that a question
of law or fact has arisen, or is likely to

" arise, which is of such a nature and of such

public importance. that it is expedient to
obtain the opinion of the Supreme Court

“upon it, he may refer the question to that

court for consideration and the court may,
after such hearing as it thinks fit, report to
the President its opinion thereon.”

The government has sought the Su-

preme Court’s opinion on three issues: -

(1) whether article 174 (1) of the Consti-
tution, that provides that not more than
six months should elapse between two
sittings of contiguous sessions of the As-
sembly, is mandatory ; (2) whether “the
provision of 174 (1) can yield to Article
324” that authorises the EC to supervise

and, conduct elections and (3) whether

the Commission’s suggestion or a situa-

reference on Gujarat ‘s

tion created due to the Commission’s or-

“der can be the valid gmund for xmposx-

tion of Article 356. -~

The ‘Solicitor-General, Mr Harlsh
Salve, and Additional Solicitor-General,
Mr Kirit Raval, aitended the cabinet
meeting as special invitees.

Although the EC decision is not bind-
ing on the government, it acts as a moral
force and it is difficult to defy.

The BJP’s arguments that “riots can-
not form the basis for not holding elec-
tions” thus have drowned in the din over
the constitutional question: “Whether
the Commission can hold that Article
174(1), read with Article 324 of the Con-
stitution, loses its mandatory effect and
the way to resolve the crisis was imposi-
tion of President’s rule.”.

Turn to page 6
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Beleaguered

Mahajan accused in Shivani

e

murder case;but not to resign

Statesman News Service

JEW DELHI. Aug. 16. — Mr Pramod Mahajan
was yesterday accused of complicity in the murder
of journalist Shivani Bhatnagar, but the BIJP lead-
ership rallied behind him today and ruled out his
resignation.

The allegation was made by Mrs Madhu Shar-
ma, wife of the main accused and former 1I-G
{prisons), Haryana.

Already under flak over irregularities in allot-
ments of petrol pumps and land, senior party lead-
ers appeared worried at the damaging outcome of
the allegation against the parliamentary affairs
minister. Contrary to practice, the BJP today pub-
licly suggested that Mr Mahajan file a criminal def-
amation case against Mrs Sharma for making the
allegations.

Mr Mahajan described the allegation as “absur-
@” and said he was ready to face any inquiry. The
charges are “a sad attempt by a woman to save her
husband who has been refused bail by every court
and is hiding from police... [ knew Mrs Bhatnagar
in her professional capacity.”

Mr LK Advani defended Mr Mahajan, describ-
ing the allegations as “malicious” and intended to
derail the probe. The Deputy Prime Minister said:
“I wish to very seriously condemn the malicious
campaign against my colleague in the government
Mr Pramod Mahajan. It is all baseless, coming as it
does from a suspect who is absconding ... a mali-
cious campaign unleashed by vested interests 1o
derail the probe which is on the right path”.

Delhi Police had reportedly investigated, from
all possible angles, whether Mr Mahajan, whose

Mr Pramod Mahajan: In the eye of an unusual storm

sleuths could probe the much talked-about phone
call he made to Shivani the day she was killed.
Home ministry officials ruled out the case being
transferred to CBI for an “impartial probe”, for the
three-and-a-half-year probe had been thorough.
; The BJP spokesman, Mr Ar-

JP in

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Aug. 16. — The Election

Commission today ruled out early elections .

in Guijaral, rejecting the BJIP’s demand to
elicit a political mandate from the people of
a state yet to recover from comntunal riots.

The pevailing conditions are not condu-
cive to a-free and fair election, the poll pan-
¢l said. The sanctity of an clection is most
important, the EC said. No constitutional
crisis will be created if a new Assembly is not
elected six months after the last one was dis-
solved. The provisions of Article 174 could
not be read in isolation from Article 324.

The poll panel issued directives to prepare
the ground for fair elections. After reviewing
the implementation of these orders in No-
vember-December, it would consider an-
nouncing the poll schedule, it said in a 40-
page order issued this evening.

The Assembly’s term was due to run till 18

‘March 2003, but Mr Narendra Modi’s gov-

ernment dissolved it on 19 July, seeking an
early election.

The Opposition said the poll panel’s deci-
sion had upheld human rights. But the BIP ex-

" pressed dissatisfaction. The party, however,

said the decision would not harm its prospects.

The poll panel said dates for elections
would be announced in November-Decem-
ber if a summary revision of electoral rolls
was conducted, law and order situation was
restored and the government was able to in-
still confidence in the people by October end.

Normally, elections are held 35 to 40 days
after the announcement of poll schedule.
Polls in Gujarat are now expected to be held
in December or January.

The poll panel made a detailed analysis of

%ﬁle trouble

Poll i)anrel’rules out early dates for Gujarat

-
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TOUGH TIME FOR TROUBLE-SHOQTERS: Mr Atal Behari Vaipyee and Mr LK Advani and his wife

the constitutional provisions. Rejecting argu- after the Prime Minister addressed the nation on Independence Day on Thursday, — PTI

name surfaced in official cir- )
Land scam

cles after the murder in Janu- - un Jaitley, said Mr Mahajan

ary 1999, was involved in the
crime. Police took action
against the accused only after
probes “cleared” Mr Mahajan.

A senior home ministry offi-
cial said sleuths had an almost
foolproof case against the ac-
cused. The fingerprints ob-
tained by the forensic depart-
ment from the scene of crime
have matched those of the two
accused, now in police custody.
There are other evidence
against them which also “clear-
ly implicate RK Sharma’s close
complicity in the crime”.

Mr Mahajan reportedly met
Mr Advani a few days ago to
discuss the matter and said he was willing to coop-
erate with the investigating agencies if accused in
the sensational case.

Apparently shaken by a series of fax messages sent

by Mrs Madhu Sharma to various newspaper offices
and other people in Delhi, Mr Mahajarygﬁggd

rHE-STATESMAM

NEW DELHI, Aug. 16. — Faced
with trouble on three fronts, the Cen-
tre today sought to defend the allot-
ment of institutional land to organisa-

tions affiliated to-the Sangh Parivar.

' Reacting to charges, former urban
development minister Mr Jagmohan
said procedures had been followed in
the allotments and, questioned if RSS
members were “untouchables”. He
said only three or four registered so-
cieties, allegedly having RSS leaders
a5 members, were allotted land, Al-
lotments were made to other societ-
ies, too, that fulfilled norms. -— SNS

Details on page 6

would file a defamation suit, for
persons making “such wild and
baseless allegations could not be
allowed to go scot free”. He said
Mrs Sharma’s allegations were
“mala fide”, saying they had
been made by “the spouse of a
suspected killer and a fugitive
against a Union minister”. This
is clearly a diversionary tactic at
the behest of the accused. “The
BIP appeals to all sections of so-
ciety to await the outcome of
police investigation rather than
lend ear to such allegations...”
The party general secretary,
Mr Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, said
Mr Mahajan was a respected
BIP leader and would not resign.
Cong demand: The Congress has demanded “di-
smissal” of Mr Mahajan. “The BJP has been talk-
ing... of freeing politics from crime and corrup-
tion,” spokesman Mr S Chaturvedi said. And this is
what it ends in.

y1

ments that provisions of Article 174(1) ne-
cessitated early polls, the EC said it was not
obliged to hold elections within six months of
the last sitting of the last Assembly.

Article- 174(1) of the Constitution has to

particularly Article 324 of the Constitution,
the poll panel said. “Article 324, which is not
subject to the provisions of any other Article
of the Constitution including Article 174 (1),

be read along with other relevant provisions,

Why elections shouldn’t be held

 Statesman News Service
M

NEW DELHI, Aug 16. — There
are several key reasons for the
Election Commission’s decision
to put off polls in Gujarat, the
most important of them being
the absence of law and order.

ge exposition of why
osed to early elections in
farat, the EC speaks of the in-
complete status of electoral rolls,
the “basic document for the con-

duct of any election”, and the con-
tradictory nature of some infor-
mation furnished by the state gov-
ernment. These include informa-
tion on extent of riots and the gov-
ernment’s decision to put off pan-
chayat and taluka elections.

The full commission, comptris-
ing Mr JM Lyngdoh, Mr TS
Krishnamurthy and Mr BB Tan-
don were unanimous that the law
and order situation in Gujarat
was not fit for earlv polls. The EC

vests the superintendence, direction and

report cites government figures to
make its point. “Statistics presen-
ted by the government giving the
comparative crime chart for June
2002 and June 2001 show a de-
cline in the overall crime rate, but
in the category of rioting, there is
an increase of 13.66 per cent.” Of
a total of 4208 FIRs filed as on 31
July 2002, chargesheets have
been filed in “only 1360 cases”.
On security for the rath yatra
and claims of -normalcy by the

control, inter alia, of the preparation of elec-
toral rolls, for and conduct of, elections to
Parliament and State Legislatures in the
Election Commission,” the order said.

Tarn to page 6

now

gbvernment, the EC report said:
“The government’s claims do not
reveal the situation on the ground
where fear, anxiety and appre-
hension among the affected per-
sons continue to exist”. Wide-
spread displacement of persons in
riot-hit areas and slow relief and
rehabilitation work had affected
the fidelity of existing electoral
rolls, the EC said. “A substantial
majority of the electorate forced
to flee ... have not vet retnrned »
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Sanijay Sekhri

THE I-FIVES: Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee inspects the guard of honour during the 55th I-Day celebrations at Red Fort in New Delhi on Thursday.

TiMes NeEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Addressing the nation
for the fifth consecutive time from
the ramparts of Red Fort, Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee on
Thursday offered to engage in a
fresh dialogue with the elected rep-
resentatives of the Jammu and
Kashmir assembly on the devolu-
tion of powers and to rectify the
mistakes of the past.

He urged the people of the state
as well as political parties to par-
ticipate in large numbers in the
coming assembly elections—
which he promised would be free
and fair—to create a new future for
J&K, even as he hoped that Kash-
miri Pandits, displaced from the
Valley, would be able to return té
their homes after the polls.

If Rashmir was at the top of the-

PM’s mind, Gujarat was not too far
away. He emphasised that the “hor-
rific” explosion of communal vio-
lence in the state was one unfortu-
nate example of how casteism and
communalism had divided the peo-
ple.

“There can be no place for such
violence in a civilised society,” he
said, adding, “it is the responsibil-
ty of the government and society

alike to provide security and equal
opportunities for the minorities”.

Holding out hope for Kashmir,
the strong condemnation of vio-
lence in Gujarat and the criticism
of the Modi government—even if
oblique—along with the appeal to
the opposition to support econom-
ic reforms sent out a positive mes-
sage, offering consensus on key is-
sues.

The measured tone in which Mr
Vajpayee associated Kashmiryat,
the spirit of Kashmir, with secu-
larism that holds India together
was meant as much for the inter-
national community as for the na-
tion and it was intended to present
the picture of a man in command.

The PM’s constructive mood
was underlined by the manner in
which he took on the Pakistan In-
dependence Day message of Gen
Pervez Musharraf—who had de-
scribed the elections in Kashmir
as farcical—in measured rather
than inshrill tones, the latter pitch
often being struck by the BJP, He
said, “Those who call the forth-
coming elections in the state farci-
cal should not not give us lectures
on democracy. Let them look at
their own track record.”

In his 25-minute speech, one of

THE TINES OF INDIA

Atalspeak

# “Those who call the forth-
coming elections in J&K
farcical should not give us
lectures on democracy. Let
them look at their own
track record.”

& “Kashmir is not a piece of
land, it is a test case for
Sarva Dharma Samabhava.
India has always stood the
test of a secular nation.
J&K is a fiving example of
this, And this itself is Kash-
miriyat.”

& “There can be no place for
such violence (in Gujarat) in
a civilised society, it is the
responsibility of the gov-
ernment and society alike.
to provide security and
equal opportunities to the
minorities.”

the shortest by any PM on the oc-
casion, Mr Vajpayee said India
wanted “all issues to be resolved
peacefully and through negotia-
tions”, but that all this would be
possible if a conducive environ-
ment was created,

“Kashmir is not a piece of land,

it is a test case of sarva dharma
sambhava, secularism. And India
has always stood the test of a secu-
lar nation. J&K is a living example
of this. And this itself is Kash-
miriyat,” he added. Mr Vajpayee
also emphasised the need for a po-
litical consensus on economic re-
forms, especially in the key power
sector and electoral arena.

He also announced several short
and long-term measures to tackle
the drought in different parts of
the country. A new initiative, the
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Jal Sam-
vardhn Yojana, for conservation of

- water, would be launched soon.

One lakh hand-pumps would be in-
stalled in areas where water was
scarce and a similar number of
primary schools in rural areas
would be provided with drinking
water facilities, he said, adding
that one lakh traditional sources of
drinking water would be revived.
“I appeal to you,” Mr Vajpayee
said, “to display the same emotion-
al unity on the issue of national
development as you always do on
the issue of national security.
Come, let us make development a
powerful people’s movement.”

@ Identity cards for citizens, Page 7
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“PM’S SPEECH / RELIEF FOR WEAVERS, HELP FOR DISABLED
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NEW DELHI, AUG. 15. On the 55th anniversa
of Independence Day, the Government to-
day announced as many as 15 new socio-
economic initiatives — including a scheme
to be shortly announced which will take
care of the “life-time concerns of the poor
and the middle class.”

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, made a mention of the decisions
during his address to the nation from the
ramparts of the Red Fort, but said the de-
tails would be announced separately.

Among the 15 new initiatives is the pro-
posal for a comprehensive and participa-
tive scheme of social security, which will
seek to address the life-time concerns of the
poor and the middle class. This scheme
flows directly from the Government’s real-
isation that social security has become a
major concern for most citizens” with the
fall in interest rates on deposits and the
difficulties faced by some financial institu-
tions.”

The scheme will have provisions for in-
come-enhancing education and the needs
of the girl child, emergency healthcare, eco-
nomic security in old age and protection to
families in the event of the untimely deaths
of the breadwinner.

Alleviation of hunger among the most
vulnerable sections of society — old people,
widows and disabled persons without fam-
ily or societal support —will be an impor-
tant component of the initiative on
life-time concerns. Consequently, the Gov-
ernment has decided to operationalise a

! major food-based social security pro-
gramme for the destitute by taking advan-

By Our Special Correspondent \\6 %

tage of the surplus food stocks and
extension of the scope of the Antyodaya An-
na Yojana.

For the farmers, efforts would be made to
expand the base of about 2.5 crore Kisan
Credit Cards to cover the entire population
of eligible farmers under this scheme with-
in the next two years. Besides, the public
sector general insurance companies would
promote a new initiative to expand and im-
prove the provisions of the crop insurance
schemes. The Ministry of Consumer Affairs
will set up a National Commodities Ex-
change to streamline commodity futures
trading in the country.

For handloom weavers, the Textiles Min-
istry will earmark Rs. 100 crores for a one-
time rebate on handloom fabrics to kick-
start this employment-intensive industry
and revive the production cycle. An addi-
tional Rs. 125 crores would be spent for skill
upgrading of one lakh handloom weavers.
Also, a special contributory insurance
scheme for one million weavers and arti-
sans, which will combine the Jan Shree Bi-
ma Yojana ‘with group insurance, will be
launched.

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empo-
werment will launch a scheme to provide
national scholarships to disabled persons
for pursuing higher technical education.
The scheme will be implemented under the
National Fund for People with disabilities.

The Human Resource Development
Ministry will formulate a National Plan of
Action for Children, which will contain de-
velopment targets relating to India’s chil-
dren in the next decade.

Also, a National Charter for Children will
be adopted and the National Nutrition Mis-

Social security scheme soon

sion will be fully operationalised. The In-
tegrated Child Development Services will
be universalised in all the 5,652 blocks in
the country.

The Government also plans to amalga-
mate all different schemes for the liberation
and rehabilitation of scavengers. Besides,
the Valmiki Ambedkar Awas Yojana will
support the construction of one lakh slum
houses in the current year with an alloca-
tion of Rs. 256 crores. The scope of con-
struction of community toilets in slum
areas, under the Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan will
be further expande

The Defence Ministry had finalised a
scheme for medical care of ex-servicemen
and their dependents. It would be launched
within three months.

Among the new initiatives is also the plan
to introduce a Model Municipal Law to fa-
cilitate participation of the private sector in
urban infrastructure, especially in water
supply and sanitation.

The Government will also operationalise
the “City Challenge Fund” this year to pro-
mote urban sector reform

Similarly, the Ministry of Culture will
launch a National Mission for Manuscripts
to preserve and unlock the precious trea-
sure house of scientific, intellectual, literary
and spiritual knowledge in different Indian
languages contained in different kinds of
material.

Finally, the Home Ministry will prepare a
plan to issue multi-purpose machine read-
able Identity Cards for all citizens.

For this, a pilot project will be launched
in October this year to cover select districts
in eight States.
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“(entre moves SC on
petrol pump petitions
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& TiMES NEWS NETWORK

Delhi: The supreme court on
Wedhkesday issued notices to those
petrof pump and gas agency allottees
who had challenged the Centre’s re-
cent cancellation of the allotments
made since January 2000. It also fixed
August 26 for hearing the matter.
Earlier in the day, the Centre had
sought the transfer of the issue to the
apex court or to one high court as sev-
eral aggrieved allottees had moved
different high courts.
Solicitor-general Harish N. Salve
mentioned the matter before a bench
headed by Chief Justice B.N. Kirpal.
He said: “With a view to avoiding in-
consistent decisions of the different
high courts and district courts, it
would be in the interest of justice
that the supreme court may transfer
the said cases to itself and dispose
them or, in the alternative, transfer
all such cases to one high court.”
The Centre’s petition said: “A seri-
ous controversy has arisen as to the
credibility of this system of selec-
tion. In order to maintain confidence
in the system, a policy decision was
taken to cancel all the allotments

made since January 2%90 ‘r M

It said that in respect of the allot-
ments pertaining to the government
oil companies, various writ petitions
had been filed in the high courts at
Jodhpur, Jaipur, Chandigarh,
Ahmedabad, Goa, Hyderabad, Alla-
habad, Chennai, Kolkata and Delhi.

The bench issued notices to the ag-
grieved allottees as the Centre said
certain high courts had restrained it
from going ahead with its decision to
cancel the allotments.

On August 9, Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee had ordered the cancella-
tion of nearly 3,700 allotments of
petrol pumps and dealerships in LPG
and kerosene in the wake of allega-
tions of favouritism shown to BJP
functionaries and their relatives. The
government had also decided that all
the annulled petrol pumps and deal-
erships “may be auctioned on the ba-
sis of competitive bidding”.

Meanwhile, the petroleum ministry
said it was establishing a separate four-
member cell chaired by a joint secre-
tary to coordinate all legal responses to
the petitions challenging the cancella-
tion. It also advised the three state-
owned oil firms to do likewise.

WE TIMES OF INDIA



" Centre to move SC for transfer
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tification on August 9 cancelling about

would be to try and argue the cases in the
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NEW DELHI, AUG. 13. With several High Courts
staying the cancellation of individual petrol
pump and gas dealership allotments, the
Centre is contemplating filing a petition in
the Supreme Court for transfer of all the
cases to the apex court.

The development has been described by
the Opposition leaders as vindication of
their stand that the Government’s so-called
cancellation orders had no legal force and
was an attempt to hoodwink the public.

The Opposition has been insisting on a
CBI inquiry to establish undue favouritism
(and perhaps payment of bribes) to expose
the scandal before going on to cancel the
allotments. In fact, even the Treasury
benches had admitted that the cancellation
order might be legally unsound without the
backing of some legislation.

After the petrol pump scandal broke out
and the Opposition made it a major issue in
Parliament, the Prime Minister ordered
cancellation of all petrol pump and gas
agency allotments.gxe Centre issued a no-

3,700 allotments made since January 2000.

A number of petitions have been filed —
and hundreds more are expected to be filed
in the next few weeks — in various High
Courts challenging the order. And already
the High Courts of Rajasthan and Delhi
have stayed the cancellation orders in
about 100 petitions and the Madras High
f Dealershp issue figures in ;
| consultative committee meet: Page 11

Court has issued notice to the Centre and
the oil companies. The Madhya Pradesh
High Court is to take up the matter tomor-
row. Authoritative sources said that the
Centre would approach the Supreme Court
for the consolidation of all the cases to ob-
tain an authoritative pronouncement on
this common issue. The transfer to apex
court would also avoid the possibility of the
High Courts giving different orders while
interpreting the August 9 omnibus
notification.

It seems that the Government’s strategy

~JF HINDD

realm of “public law” in defence of cancel-
lation, while pointing out that the new pol-
icy of allotment through auction was
intended to ensure transparency and pre-
vent political influence. However, it is also
being conceded that if the courts were to
decide that the matter falls under the cate-
gory of “private contractual law” then the
allottees may have a stronger case.

Citing the decision of the Supreme Court
in the BALCO disinvestment case, in which
it was held that courts could not go into
issues relating to policy matters, sources
said public interest behind the cancellation
would outweigh private or individual inter-
est. At the same time, the Government was
also aware that the cancellation could not
be made without payment of adequate
compensation to those allottees, who might
have suffered financially as a result of the
cancellation. The Government may come
out with a proposal — and this could be
placed before the courts — that when the
pumps and agencies are auctioned, the ex-
isting allottees would be compensated.
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~Shekhawat wins by huge

-\ ~) G v

By K.V. Prasad

NEW DELHI, AUG. 12. The National
mocratic Alliance candidate,
airon Singh Shekhawat, was

today elected the country’s 12th

Vice-President with a resound-

ing margin. He defeated the

joint Opposition candidate,

Sushil Kumar Shinde, by 149

votes.

Mr. Shekhawat, senior BJP
leader and former Rajasthan
Chief Minister, polled 454 of the
766 votes cast by the Members
of Parliament earlier in the day.
Mr. Shinde got 305 votes, which
apparently fell short of the ex-
pectation of the Opposition
campaign managers.

The Lok Sabha general-secre-
tary, G.C. Malhotra, who was
the returning officer for the
election, announced the result
here this evening.

He said that of the 788 —
electoral college consisting of
MPs of both the Rajya Sabha
(245) and Lok Sabha (543), 766

| cast their votes, and of these 7
were declared invalid. Mr. Mal-
hotra said that as per the re-
quirement he would send a
copy of the result to the Election
Commission and the Law
Ministry.

Mr. Shekhawat’s victory sur-
passed earlier calculations of
NDA poll managers. I

t appears that Mr. Shekha-
wat’s campaign to woo the
‘Thakur’ members has had its
impact although it could not be
ascertained immediately which
section among the Opposition
had broken ranks in this whip-
less election.

The senior Congress leader,
Suresh Pachauri, maintained
that his party votes went ac-
cording to script.

Of the 22 MPtho did not

1%

el

margin

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, offering sweets to Bhairon Singh Shekhawat on his
electlon as Vice-President in New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: R.V. Moorthy

vote, nine belonged to the Tri-
namool Congress who decided
to stay away in protest against
the Eastern Railway bifurcation
issue. However, the Trinamool
MP, Ajit Kumar Panja, exercised
his franchise.

The arrival of the jailed
MDMK leader, Vaiko, created
considerable movement inside
the Parliament House complex.
Mr. Vaiko came to Parliament
House in the afternoon with the
Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Pramod Mahajan.

He left the complex immedi-
ately after casting the vote amid
tight security.

Even though correspondents
made efforts to engage him in a

THE HINDU

conversation, Mr. Mahajan re-
minded them that the High
Court had asked Mr. Vaiko not
to address the press while he
was allowed to take part in the
Vice-Presidential election.

The victory of Mr. Shekhawat
was a foregone conclusion giv-
en the NDA arithmetic in Parlia-
ment with more support
coming from the AIADMK, the
Telugu Desam Party and the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party.

Unlike the Presidential poll,
where the NDA preferred the
consensus route, in the case of
the Vice-President, the BJP had
from the beginning insisted that
it would have ‘its own man’ for
the post — which it did.

He is expected to take the
oath of office on August 19.

Defeat expected: Shinde

PTI reports:

Mr. Shinde said his defeat
was “expected” as he knew that
there was a large gap of votes
between the ruling combine
and the Opposition. Congratu-
lating Mr. Shekhawat, he said
he had contested the election
for upholding secularism.

The Parliamentary Affairs
Minister, Pramod Mahajan,
drove to Mr. Shinde’s house af-
ter the result was announced
and spent half an hour with

him.
ﬁctures on Page 12
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DEPUTY PM CLARIFIES STATEMENT

Poll date EC’s

job:

NEW DELHI, Aug. 11. — Mr LK Advani
today clarified that it was the Election
Commission’s constitutional prerogative
to decide on the date of initiating the poll
process in Gujarat.

At a party programme yesterday, the
Deputy Prime Minister was quoted as
having said that the state government and
the home ministry’ were the right
authorities to decide whether the situation
was conducive to holding polls.

Mr Advani
‘denied having
made any such sta-
tement and said
holding elections
and finalising the
poll dates were
under the consti-
tutional ambit of
the Election Com-
mission. The com-
mission will duly
consider “all aspects concerned” and the
government will put forward its
assessment of the situation when asked to
do so, he said.

Nonetheless, the BJP has not taken
lightly some observations made by the
Chief Election Commissioner on relief
and rehabilitation work in Gujarat. The
BJP chief, Mr M Venkaiah Naidu, said in
Bangalore that the CEC should
concentrate on elections, not relief work.

Mr Arun Jaitley, BJP general secretary,
said the Election Commission should try to
hold elections in Gujarat before October to
uphold the constitutional provisions under
Article 174. “I hope the EC is able to
announce the poll dates at the earliest.” It is
not the CEC’s job to comment on relief and
rehabilitation of riot victims. “In some areas,

4

Arun Jaitley says it's not
EC’s business to comment
on relief work which is the

relief commissioners’
responsibility

Advam

M(‘VV)’

relief an rehablhtatnon may still be required
and it must be expeditiously done. The
Relief Commissioners will do their job and
the Election Commission should do its.”

On the CEC’s reported adverse remarks

on relief work in the state, Mr Jaitley said
most of the riot victims had returned home
and trade, business, political and edu-
cational -institutions were functioning
normally. “It would be a bad precedent to
suggest that elections can be deferred.”
Poll decision: The EC team — Mr Lyngdoh,
Mr TS Krishnamurthy and Mr BB Tandon
— returned to the
capital today after
a three-day visit to
Gujarat.

The CEC, Mr
JM Lyngdoh, said
decision on
Assembly  elec-
tions in Gujarat
would be taken in
a couple of days.
Mr Lyngdoh had
rapped Vadodara district officials
yesterday for giving him inaccurate
information about the riots in the district.

“The decision will be taken in a couple of
days,” the CEC said. But he refused to
divulge details of the team’s Gujarat visit.
According to agency reports from Baroda,
Mr Lyngdoh said international experts
were free to visit the state during the
elections. “They (international experts) can
come in their individual capacity and visit
the state. The EC will not invite them.”

On his strong remarks made to the
Vadodara district collector, Mr Lyngdoh
said: “Such type of utterances take place
between professionals. Giving a tongue-
lashing to the authorities and chiding them
for not giving proper information on the

riots was an internal matter.” /
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Govt backs Jethmalani

o ﬂ\\,“

HT Correspondent \;
New Delhi, August 9 Q[

IN WHAT appears to be a boost to
former Law Minister Ram Jeth-
malani’s ihdependent initiative on
Kashmir, Deputy Prime Minister
L K Advani has apparently autho-
rised the Kashmir Committee to
invite separatist Jeaders, includ-
ing representatives of the Hurriy-
at Conference for a dialogue
process on “relevant issues.”

The Deputy PM made the offer
during a 40-minute interaction
with members of the Kashmir
Committee which Jethmalani flo-
ated as part of an independent ini-
tiative to usher in peace in J&K.

“Advani authorised and re-

wWi-

quested the Committee to declare
publicly that he would welcome
anyone from the State who has
any relevant issues to discuss
with him and that no one need
wait for a formal invitation,”
Jethmalani said in a statement.
According to the statement,
Advani said that the open invita-
tion could be communicated to
Hurriyat leaders as well Jammu
and Kashmir People’s Democrat-
ic Freedom Party leader Shabir
Shah. The Committee, which
also comprised of Times of India
editor Dilip Padgaonkar and ad-
vocate Ashok Bhan, conveyed to
Advani the “disappointment
among some political leaders in
the State about the non-com-

HE HINDUSTAN TRIEN

Voo
peace bid

¥of the dialogue
which Advhni had promised in a
recent Rajya Sabha speech.

Describihig the Deputy PM’s
response ds “extremely con-
structive”, the Committee said
that Advani expressed his happi-
ness over the independent ef-
forts being made by Jethmalani
and others to begin a dialogue
with separatist groups in J&K.

Advani said talks had started
with his Rajya Sabha speech in
which he promised free and fair !
elections with maximum possi-
ble participation and sincere ne-
gotiations after the elections
identified the real representa-
tives of the people and wishes
and expectations.




“GOVT UNDECIDED ON COMPETITIVE BIDDING BILL

PM’s petro-order

runs into
A

Aug. 9. — Even as oil companies were ordgred to-
day to implement the Prime Minister’s decision on
cancelling petrol/LPG/kerosene dealerships, the
plan has run into trouble on two fronts.

The government is undecided whether it'll bring
legislation to back the order on competitive bid-

a hitch

. 7,
(2, ey oy S
measufes to be devised to ensure there is no “scam.”
But no decision has been taken.

Before Mr Naik issued orders to oil companies,
he had an hour-long consultation with the former
law minister, Mr Arun Jaitley. Mr Naik reportedly
said that about 2000 caveats have been filed by oil
companies. Apparently, government leaders want to
see how some of the likely courtroom battles go and

ding. And, some BJP and other
NDA leaders are grumbling
about an action being taken
“without thinking about the
consequences”. Some ministers
are in this disaffected group.

Petroleum minister Mr Ram
Naik, today asked oil compa-
nies to start the process of can-
cellation and competitive bid-
ding. They were also asked to
look at the question of using
bidding receipts for compen-
sating those whose dealerships
have been cancelled.

Mr Naik said the govern-
ment “will faithfully try to im-
plement the order”. But he was
non-committal on the issue of
legislation or an ordinance to
give legal teeth to the Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s decision.
Among the worries, a source
said, is “the possibility that
such a legislation may get suc-
cessfully challenged in court”.

Law ministry officials said

Shoe’s on the
other foot

JAIPUR, Aug. 9. — The Rajasthan
Congress doesn’t know how to deal
with the call for a nationwide agita-
tion against the petrol pump scam
planned by the party’s top leader-
ship. The reason: Both the state
Congress president, Ms Girja Vyas,
and the head of the Youth Con-
gress, Kuldeep Indora, were benefi-
ciaries.

Those opposed to Ms Vyas and
Mr Indora now want them to step
down. They say the agitation can’t
be launched in the state as long as
the two remain in office. Ms Vyas
and Mr Indora were allotted petrol
pumps last year; both claim their
applications had merit.

also the extent of political oppo-
sition before they consider en-
acting a law.

Some leaders of the allies,
too, have taken exception to
the cancellations on the
ground that the Prime Minis-
ter should have consulted
them before taking the deci-
sion. The decision, NDA lead-
ers said, was “taken in a huff”.
Ordering an inquiry would
have been more appropriate,
an NDA leader said.

Even within the BJP there’s
opposition to the cancellation
order. Some MPs said that if al-
lotments weren’t wrong, as the
government has been saying, the
cancellation didn’t make any
sense. The party seems to be
coming round to the view that
making the legislation apply
retrospectively from 1983, as
opposed 'to Mr Vajpayee’s
deadline of 2000, may backfire.
“Too dangerous,” was one leac:

the petroleum ministry had been in touch with
them since the petrol pump scam broke out and,
together, there is an effort to devise guidelines to
ensure a tighter control over allotments. The
guidelines could be executive or statutory
(meaning a legislation).

Either way, there’s an agreement that these

should be institutiqpal mechanisms to regulate such

awards. The views of the -petroleétim ministry offi-
cie's have been sought about possible protective

* Another list:

er’s assessment.

Mr Arun Jaitley today stressed that the Cor-
gress should ask its leaders to “voluntarily’
surrender dealerships allotted “through politici:!
patronage”. ,
The BJP’s Karnataka unit today
released another list of Congress leaders whosc
relatives were allotted petrol stations and gas

agencies, PTI adds frorh Bangalore. Forty-six alleged,
beneficiaries and 12 ministers figure on the list/
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‘Va)payee slips on petrol spill

NEW DELHI, Aug. 6. — The Prime Minis-
ter may have cancelled petrol pump, LPG
and kerosette dealerships now. But early this
year, his government was convinced that the
system was “transparent, uniform, fair and
fast”. Not only that, it felt the Ram Naik-de-
vised gurdelmes were “increasing transpar-
ency” too.

The assertions came before the parlia-
mentary standing committee on petroleum
and chemicals in February and March, 2002.
Questions by the committeg show that the
oil ministry had clearly indicated that the
choice of former judges for heading dealer
selection boards (DSBs)was entirely Mr
Ram Naik’s prerogative.

The minister could dismiss any former
judge, heading the DSBs, without assigning
any reason.

An additional secretary, representing the
oil ministry before the committee, had said
the aim of the new procedure is “to provide
transparent, uniform, fair and faster proce-
dure for selection of suitable candidates as
dealers/distributors”.

" Asked about the ministry’s assessment on
realisation of the objectives. he said: “If I

-

-

could submit frankly, I feel the transparency
has gone up. That’s my feeling.”

On the selection of former judges to the
DSBs, he said: “Chairmen of the DSBs are
appointed with an approval of the minister
of petroleum and natural gas. The govern-
ment does not cali for panels from Chief Jus-
tices of the high courts.”

The committee was told by the oil ministry
that services of 13 DSB chairmen were ter-
minated within a year of their appointment.

MPs in the parliamentary committee criti-
cised the system, saying that removal of DSB
chairmen without ascribing any reason
makes the system “arbitrary”.

They had recommended that high court
judges be consulted to form panels from
which DSB chairmen could be selected. The
oil ministry turned down the recommenda-
tion.

MPs criticised the ministry’s decision to
weigh the decision-making in favour of the
DSB chairman.

The chairman was given 200 points while

the other two members were given 100
marks each. This meant that in case of a dif-
ference of opinion between the chairman
and the other two members, there could be a
tie, theoretically. But, as the committee ob-
served, the discrepancy “becomes more crit-

1cal when one out of two members of the oil
companies on the DSBs does not join the se-

lection process.” The committee sard it hap-

pened in 62 cases.

Even the chief justices in division benches
do not have disproportionate decision-mak-
ing powers compared to other judges, the
committee had said, while pointing out the
lacunae in Mr Naik’s system.

The parliamentary standing committee,
headed by Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav, had
members from the ruling coalition too.

In Kolkata, Mr Anil Biswas, CPI-M state
secretaty, demanded Mr Naik’s resignation
for the petrol pump scam.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, he said, has
merely cancelled the improper allotments
while retaining the Union petroleum minis-
ter without whose complicity “a scam of such
magnitude” could not have taken place. The
BJP’s mask is being daily ripped off , yet the
“NDA is desperate to cling to power at any
cost.”

The only way to save the country from the
economic fraud and social and communal
destabilisation by the BJP-led government at
the Centre is to remove it from power, Mr
Biswas said.

More reports on page 6



PM i in ﬁreﬁght gear,

cuts oﬂ fuel

Times NEws NETWORI

New Delhi: Prime Minist
Atal Behari Vajpayee o
Monday ordered the cance
lation of allotments of al
petrol pumps as well as cook-
ing gas and kerosene agen-
cies made after January 2000
and announced that hence-
forth, all pumps\agencies
would be auctioned on the ba-
sis of competitive bidding.
However, the allotments
made to families of Kargil
martyrs were exempted.
This followed the publica-
tion of statewise lists of BJP
beneficiaries of the petrole-
um ministry’s largesse in a
national daily. The last straw
for the PM, according to
sources, was the Uttar
Pradesh list that appeared on
Monday. The first name was
that of Aparna Mishra, wife
of one Raj Mishra, who also
happens to be Mr Vajpayee’s
nephew. Not just that, the
address given by the
Mishras was the house in
Lucknow which is listed in
government records as the

official address of the
MP from Lucknow, Mr Vaj-
payee.

The PM took this decision
after a meeting of his infor-
mal crisis management
group. The group met shortly
after both houses of parlia-
ment were adjourned for the
day following opposition
MPs demanding the resigna-

Ram Naik

A.B. Vajpayee

tion of petroleum minister
Ram Naik.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Mr Naik—
who told a press conference
later in the day that he would
not resign as he had done no
wrong—deputy PM L.K. Ad-
vani, parliamentary affairs
minister Pramod Mahajan,
parliamentary spokesperson
VK. Malhotra, BJP president
M. Venkaiah Naidu and BJP
spokesperson Arun Jaitley.

The consensus at the meet-
ing was that the only way to
prevent an inquiry, which
would cause further embar-
rassment, would be to cancel
all allotments.

The line that an embar-
rassed government, and the
BJP, is taking is that there
has been nothing illegal in
the way the allotments were
made as they had been “done
on the recommendations of
dealership selection boards,
which were headed by re-
tired judges. However, since a
controversy has arisen with
regard to these allotments”,
the PM has directed the pe-

VIM G

supply

troleum ministry to cancel
all allotments made from
January 2000 and to auction
all these agencies\pumps.

Mr Malhotra, who had
headed parliament’s Com-
mittee on Public Undertak-
ings (Copu), pointed out that
the panel had advised the
government in December
2000 itself that such allot-
ments should be made
through competitive bidding
at auctions to avoid the stig-
ma of nepotism. Mr Jaitley
said the government must be
prepared for litigation since
those who had been aliotted
pumpsiagencies could go to
court.

Mr Malhotra later said all
the allotments were done
legally because the system of
discretionary quotas had
been stopped before January
2000. Asked whether the can-
cellation did not amount to
an admission of guilt, he
said, “No, it is an indication
that we are taking the high
moral ground.”

Asked how so many
pumps\agencies had gone to
persons with BJP connec-
tions, he said that in the list
of 4,000-odd beneficiaries,
barely ten per cent com-
prised those with political
connections. Asked why the
government did not make the
entire list public, he said
there was no need to do so as
all the allotments had been

cancelled. /
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CROP LOANS TO BE RESCHEDULED

| / } a

,A

Centre announces second .
instalment of drought reli f

By Vinay Kumar Ho |

NEW DELHI, AUG. 4. The Government today
announced a second instalment of Rs.
714.20 crores to the 12 drought-affected
States under the Calamity Relief Fund, even
as the Chief Ministers of six of them, ruled
by the Congress, demanded more Central
assistance. ““A further amount of Rs. 714.20
crores towards the second instalment will
be released now to the 12 States,”” the Prime
Minister’s Office said in a press release.
This would be in addition to Rs. 483.56
crores already released.

The recently-constituted task force,
headed by the Deputy Prime Minister, L. K.
Advani, to tackle the problems arising out
of the monsoon failure also released Rs. 538
crores to cope with the drinking water scar-

city in the 12 States, which are required to
allot a matching share. The statement said
Rs. 111.75 crores had been released for
meeting natural calamities and emergent
situations. For dealing with fodder scarcity,
the cost of transporting fodder would be
met from the CRF. On debt relief for farm-
ers, the RBI would ask the banks to follow
instructions regarding rescheduling of crop
loans.

Similarly, instructions would also be is-
sued by NABARD to cooperative banks and
rural banks. Subsidy for agricultural inputs
would be provided for small and marginal
farmers under the CRF.

The Bharatiya Janata Party MPs and
MILAs from Andhra Pradesh, meanwhile,
urged the Centre to provide liberal assist-
ance to the State reeling under a severe

drought. In a memorandum to Mr. Advani,
they said that only 31 per cent of the
cropped area had been covered in the State,
rendering 60 lakh farm labourers jobless.
The immediate need was drinking water for
the villages and towns, and fodder for cat-
tle, they said.

PTI reports:

The PMO press release said the Govern-
ment would take all necessary steps to pro-
vide quick relief for the initial two-month
period of August-September this year, since
the full impact of the monsoon deficiency
would be known by August 15. |

To tackle the problem of employment ‘
loss in rural areas, the Ministry of Rural De- |
velopment had already released the first in- |
stalment of Sampoorna Gramin Rozgar

Yojana (SGRY) to the States. /
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‘ELECTIONS WILL BE FREE AND FAIR'

Advani rejects role
for international
observers in J&K

By Our Special orrespondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 1. The Deguty Prime Minister, L.
K. Advani, today rejected any role for internation-
al observers in the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
elections. Cross-border terrorism was the only is-
sue that could be of concern to the world.

Dismissing suggestions by the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, that international observers
be allowed to monitor the coming elections to the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly, Mr. Advani told
the Rajya Sabha that the State was an integral
part of India and that issues such as development
and devolution of powers were its internal
problems.

Mr. Advani said intrusion across the Line of
Control in Jammu was continuing and “nobody
should have any doubt about it.” Referring to an
encounter between a joint team of the Army and
the security forces and terrorists near Rajouri last
night, in which four militants and an Army Cap-
tain were killed, he said “our assessment of infil-
tration varies with that of the U.S. and other
nations.”

During his 40-minute reply to the two-day dis-
cussion on the latest situation in jammu and
Kashmir, Mr. Advani stoutly defended New Del-
hi’s position on Kashmir. He talked at length
about conducting free and fair elections in the
State, disagreed with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh’s suggestion of trifurcation and gave his
perception of the different standpoints of India
and the U.S. on Pakistan’s support to cross-bor-
der terrorism. He declared that Islamabad would
have to dismantle the infrastructure that bred
terrorism, and abandon the use of terrorism as an
instrument of state policy.

Responding to members’ queries on the con-
duct of free and fair polls in Jammu and Kashmir,
Mr. Advani said that he had spoken to the Chief
Minister, Farooq Abdullah, who had said that as
far as the State Government was concerned, any
citizen of India, as well as ambassadors and
NGOs, could come and see the elections for
themselves. He would also ask the Election Com-
mission to do whatever it could to ensure that the
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Assembly polls were not only free and fair but
also “appeared to be so,” Mr. Advani said. How-
ever, he ruled out any role for foreign observers.
“No certification (is needed) because we consider
Jammu and Kashmir our problem.”

Drawing on history, Mr. Advani quoted from
Jawaharlal Nehru'’s speech at an AICC session in
which he had argued that Jammu and Kashmir
was considered special because it was a symbol
that negated Pakistan’s two-nation theory.

Taking on Pakistan’s oft-repeated stance of
“right of self-determination,” Mr. Advani said
that eight years ago, he had asked in an interna-
tional forum why Pakistan did not think of giving
similar right to the people of Sind or Baluchistan,
where strong movements were on.

He traced the genesis of the current problem of
terrorism to Pakistan’s inability to come to terms
with the Indian state and its defeat in three direct
wars between 1947 and 1971, after which it had
unleashed a proxy war since 1980.

On the RSS demand for trifurcation of the
State, Mr. Advani said the Government had dis-
agreed with it. The BJP’s forerunner — the Bhara-
tiya Jana Sangh founder, Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee — had waged a struggle for the in-
tegration of the State with the Indian Union.

The people of Jammu and Ladakh had always
complained of neglect and devolution of powers
would mean that its benefit would reach other
parts of the State, and not just flow between Delhi
and the State capital. The Government was sin-
cere in holding talks with the people of the State.
The proof of its sincerity could be gauged from
the progress in its talks with the various Bodo
outfits and the National Socialist Council of Na-
galand (Isaak-Muivah).

Hoping that the talks of the Centre’s repre- .
sentative, Arun Jaitley, on devolution of powers
in Jammu and Kashmir would bring “good re-
sults,” Mr. Advani reiterated that the Union Cabi-
net had rejected the June 2000 autonomy .
resolution of the State Assembly as it had not
specified the areas in which such powers were
sought nor was the pre-1953 status acceptable to
it.




