_~"VAJPAYEE TRIED IN VAIN TO MEET HER DEMANDS'

0 is the real
Prime Mmlster

asks

KOLKATA, July 30. — Smarting
under the humiliation over the
Eastern Railway division, Miss
Mamata Banerjee today said the
Prime Minister's Office had
been hijacked. “Mr Axal Behari
Vajpayee has been solated,” she
said, while claiming that she was
confused who the “real”
Prime Minister was.

The comment comes on
the heels of her talks with
NDA convener My George
Fernandes yesterday. Mr
Fernandes called Miss
Banerjee at 10.30 pm. last
night to say Mr Vajpayce
had “tried his best to accom-
modate her demands but
couldn’t sueceed”,

Without naming Mr LK
Advani, the Trinamul chief
mouthed invectives. all of
which added up to show how
disgusted she was with the
Deputy Prime Minister. She
said her party was not consulted
by the BJP on Mr Advani’s ele-
vation to the No. 2 slot, and that
a “mere notification bad paved
the way for his accession™

Key decisions or her party's
agitatiotial prograrmmes over the
Eastern Railway division will be
taken at tomorrow's meeting of
the Trinamul working commit-
tee, she said. Party insiders said
Miss Banerjee may announce a
72-hour bandh in the first week
of Anguss, though many of her

aides favour a 24-hour one

Miss Banerjee foday trained
her guns not only on the NDA
government, but alse the Prime
Minister. “We had reposed
enaugh faith in bim and expec-
ted he would do the needful. But
things turned otherwise.” Asked
if she still had faith in Prime
Minister, she said: “Till yester-
day’s Cabinet meeting we had...

At Buddha’s feet?

-KOLKATA, Iuly 30, — Miss Mamata
Banetjee today appealed to the chief
minister to convene an all-party meeting
on the ER division and urged all parties
to faunch a movement against it
She said the issue involved Bengal's in-
terests and hence all parties should join
hands. She has given a day’s time to the
parties, saying that she would announce
her party’s programmes independently if
they fail to offer one: “I appeal 10 the
CM to convene an all-party meet for a
consensus. If he doesn’t, we'll go ahead
with our programme.”— SN3 :

we will take a collective decision
tomortow on what our party
should do after the Centre’s de-
cision and of the Prime Minis-
ter's failure to do us justice. [
want to know who is the real
Prime Minister and who actually
is running the show.”

The Trinamul observed “Black
Day” today, while its leader
promised a “fitting reply” to the
NDA. It was evident how
shocked and dismayed Miss
Banerjee was because of the
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Prime Mmlller’ “indifference”.

“He shouid have kept in mind
that he is the country’s PM, not
Bihar's. He was our last hope.
It's unfortunate that a conspira-
¢y, of greater dimension than the
country’s partition, had been
hatched,” Miss Banerjee said.

She was quite forthcoming on
the extent of eagerness ex-
pressed by Mr Fernandes to
make her a minister. Citing
reasons for her refusal, Miss
Banerjee said she would
have been sidelined by eight
Bihar ministers who want
Eastern Railway to be divi-
ded. “I knew and hence de-
clined. For me, a Cabinet
berth is not even worth the
price of my chappals.”

From the economic view-
point, Miss Banerjee ques-
tioned the Centre’s move,
asking about the source of
funds at a time when PSUs
such as Jessop, Tyre Corpo-
ration, MAMC and Cycle
Corporation  have been
closed because of funds crunch.

In its response, the CPI-M
today asked Miss Banerjee to
“first explain” why her MLAs
opted out of the state’s all-party
delegation to the railway minisier
before urging Mr Bhattacharjes to
call an all-party meet over the-
proposed stit. Mr Anil Biswas
said this in response to the Tri-
namul leader’s appeal to Mr Bhat-
tacharjee for a united movement,

More reports. on page 6 °
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Nitish’s plan receives

cabinet’s

ST
Tives News NETWORK en“'
New Delhi: The Union cabinet on MonMay
decided to stick to its earlier decision tokre-
organjse rallway zones, therehy categorical-
Iy rejecting Trinamud Congress leader Ma-
mata Banerjee’s demand against the bifurca-
tion of the Eastern Railway.

“It was decided that there was no need to
chatige the decision as it was based on simd-
lar decisions taken in the pabi {oincrease the
number of railway zones” 1&B minister
Sushma Swaraj said after the cabinet meet-
ing. To a question if there was any dissenting
voice at the meeting, she said, *The decision
was unanimous.” On the Prime Minister’s
response to Ms Banerjee's letter delivered to
him earlier in the day, she said, “I am not sup-
posed to disclose what happens inside the
cabinet meeting. 1 can only tell vou what I
have been asked 1o communicate”

She also clarified that the bifurcation of
railway zones was not based on any regional
consideration, “Tf had nothing te do with any
inter-state issue. One zone dlone containg sev-

green s ignal

eral stafes.” The Railways, she said, had diso
decided to give an option to the staff (o take up
postings of their choice clbse to their homes.

In Kolkata, Ms Banerjee described the deci-
sion as “shocking”. “It is & grass injustice to
West Bengal, | had confidence in the PM, but
we know that some people have played a divty
game. 1t is a reward for Nitish Kumar” she
said. Mr Kwmar, she said, had been rewarded
for “successfully suppressing the truth”
about the Godhra carnage. While forensic re-
ports cordirmed that the fire in the Sabar-
mati Express had started inside the compart-
ment, the railway minister had managed ia
keep it under wraps for several months, she
claimend.

Asked if her party would continue to he in
the NUA, she declined to comment. saving
the party's working committee would mees
on Wednesday to chalk ont ils fuhuwre

Meanwhile, the ruling Lett Front in West
Bengal offered 10 join hands with Ms Baner-
jeeio unitedly protest ithe Unlon cabinet's de-
cision. The rider, however, was that the Tri
nanmt Congress must conte out of the NiJA
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Govt unvells

ackage

for

A his

rought-hit

State seeks Rs 205 cr aid

Times News NETWORK AND
AGENCIES

New Delhi: Gearing vp for
the worst drought facing the
country in 12 vears, the Cen-
tre an Wednesday announced
a seven-point action plan to
mitigate the plight of the
drought-hit people but said
there was no need for alarm.

Speaking to the Times of
India on Wednesday eveniug,
some ours after having
chaired a meeting of agricsl-
ture and refief minister from
12 states currently experienc-
ing little or inadequate rain-
fall, Union agriculture minis-
tev 4jit Singh termed the sit-
uarion “pretty bad”

“The country is facing the
worst—and  much  more
widespread—drought in the
last 10-12 vears. A tatal of 320
of the 524 districts in the
states have been hit by
scanty and deficient rain-
fall.” he said.

However, he maintained
that there was no cause for
alarm. He expressed confi-
dence that consumers would
not suffer badly in view of
the burgeoning stocks of
foodgrains and other cam-
miodities, besides a comfort-
able foreign exchange posi-
tiom. He said price senti-
metity may, however, be aft
fected by the situation to
some extent.

Expressing concern Over
bleak rrop prospects due to
the erratic behaviour of the
south-west monsoon, he said
substantial damage had al-
ready been done to bajra,
pulses and oilseeds. Paddy
would also be affected to
suime extent, he said.

If it rained in the pext few
davs. there were chances of
retrieving the paddy crop, al-
though the produce would be
legs. he said.

Awnouncing a “prelimi-
nary” relief package after

. OF NOW

the meeting, Mr Singh said it
included extension of the
calamity relief fund (CRFY 10
all farmers in view of fears of
extensive crop damage.
While CRF monies with the
states were yet to be exhaust-
ed, Cennral teams would have
i be despatched to get data
and other inputs for provid-
ing assistance under the na-
tional calamity relief fund
{NCRF), he said.

Malking if clear that siates
wouldd have to declare their

& Consumers will not

suffer badly, says

Ajit Singh

& Sugar mills asked to
pay cutstanding dues
to cane growers

i @ Nabard, other ienders

i asked to postpone

recovery of debts

drought-affected districts n
order to avail of central relief
under CRF or NCRFE he said
so far only ttar Pradesh and
Karnataka had declared 26
districts and about 150
talukas respectively as affect-
ed by drought.

As states presented their
wishlists to face the situa-
tion, Maharashtra demanded
Rs 205 crore, saving i was
facing a drought for the third
vear in a row, and this time.
there had been a dry spell for
17 days, which had delayest
sowing in many areas.

Mr Singh said sugar mills
had been asked to pay the Rs
1,000 crore outstanding to
cane growers, “Nabard and
cooperative financing bodies
will be asked to postpone re-
cavery of debts from staies
and other bhorrowers,”” he
sald, adding that the last date
wder the National Agricul-
tural  Insurance  Scheme
would be retaxed on a case-1o-
case basis.
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TDP dlﬂ'ers

Vajpayee skips debate on GuJ arat

HT Correspondenty. v *
New Delhi, July 22

THE GLOVES are finally off.,
Deputy Prime Minister LK
Advani today said in Parlia-
ment that not only was the
dissolution of the Gujarat
Assembly “within the ambit
of the Constitution”, but its
Chief Minister Narendra
Medi would also “get the
certificate of the people”.

But Primne Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee chose ta
stay away from the stormy
debate on Gujarat in Parlia-
ment ---as well as a BIP Par-
liamentary Party meeting -—
giving rise to speculazion on
whether he was sending out
a message,

PMO  sources, h()wuer,
ruled ouf any rift between
Advani and Vajpayvee and
said the PM had so far not
spoken on Gujarat because
hie has left the matter to he
handled by Advani.

Ag the Opposition pui the
Government on the mat in
hoth Houses of Parliament,
demanding President’s rule
in Cujarat, Vaipaves was
busy meeting the Governors
of Tamil Nadv and Karnata-
ka 21 his residence.

The Government was put
in the dock by the Opposi-
fion for pressing for elec-
tions when relief and reha-
bilitation of riot victims
were vet 16 be campleted.

Even NDA ally Telugu De-
sam sald elections in Gu-
jarat cannet be an “overrid-
ing priority” at this stage.
“The hall is in the EC’s
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HOUSE ON FIRE

& Advani stands by Modi,
says early polls within
the ambit of the
Constitution

& Oppositian walks out in
protest

o Desam toes Opposition
line, says there's no
pressing need for sarly
poils

& Vajpayee stays away
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1 from Gujarat debate
{

court. We should not pres-
sure it,” Desam leader K Yer-
ran Naidu said in the Lok
Sabha.

However, the BIP stuck to
its agyressive stand on early
polls in Gujarat, Angry over
Advani’s remarks, the Oppo-
sition staged a walkout at
the end of his statement.

Replying to an over severn-
hour debate in the Lok Sabha
on relief and rehabilitation
in post-riots Gujarat, Advani
refused 1o g6 into the steps
taken by the Modi regime or

the Centre during and after
the violence. Focusing, in-
stead, on the political devel-
opments consequent to the
dissolution of the Assembly,
Advani said, pointing to-
wards the Opposition bench-
es; “You have forced him
(Modi) to go to the people. He
needs the certificate of the
people of Gujarat which heis
gping to get.”

The Deputy PM is also jike-
Ly to take the floor in the Ra-
Jya Sabba tomorrow where
members debated the same
subject today in the contexf of
the House's earlier resolution
asking for Central intetrven-
tion in Gujarat under Article
355 of the Constifution.

Dpposition leaders like
CPI(MY's Basudev Acharia,
who initiated the debate,
and Somnath Chatteries,
Cangress’ Priva Ranjan Das
Munshi and Kamal Nath
and Rashtriya Janata Dal's
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh
guestioned the justification
of the Modi regime’s deci-
sion fo recommend dissoly-
fion of the Assembly and de-
manded that Article 356 be
invoked in Gujarat before
polls are held there,

But, coming to the defence
of Modi, Advani said the CM
had volunteered his resigna-
tien during the BJP's Goa

Jaatiopal executive and it

was “haseless to say that the
riots were sponsored by the
State  Government. even
though the police and civil
administrations may have
been at fault in some in-
stances’.
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BJP’s Gujarat gambit

stalls both house

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Both Houses of
Parliament were adjourned
without transacting much
business on Monday as the
opposition strongly protested
plans to hold early elections
in Gujarat.

Turmeil erupted in the
Lok Sabha as soon as the
House met, as the Congress-
led opposition demanded
that guestion hour be sus-
pended to allow for a discus-
sion on the sitnation arising
from the Gujarat assembly
being dissolved and the Modi
government recommending
elections.

Cangress and RJD mem-
bers rushed to the well of the
House shouting slogans
against Mr Modi. They de-
manded that the state be
placed under President’s rule
and that Mr Modi be dis-
missed. Congress leaders
Jaipal Reddy and PR. Das-
munshi said that Mr Modi’s
decision to recommend elec-
tions when the situation was
far from normal was a defi-
ance of democratic norms.

However, speaker Manohar
Joshi refused t accede o the
opposition demand, insisting
that question hour could be
dispensed with oniy with the
consent of both the ruling
side and the opposition.

The treasury henches
made it ciear that they had
no intention of obliging the

opposition. “You have ex-
pressed yvour sentiments, let
the House be conducted inan
orderly manner,” Mr Joshi
said, promising to allow a
discussion later in the day.

Mr Reddy replied that when
the constitution had been vio-
lated in Gujarat. House pro-
prieties need not stand in the
way of a discussion. With no
signs of the protests petering
out, the speaker finally ad-
journed the House,

Tn the Rajya Sabha, trouble
erupted as soon as the House
met in the morning.The op-
position demanded that Pres-
ident’s rule be imposed in
Gujarat. Thisfirst led to the
House being adjourned for
an hour, and later for the
dav,without any business be-
ing transacted.

When the House convened,
opposition  members  de-
manded that guestion hour
be suspended and that politi-
cal developments in Gujarat
be discussed.

With the din continuing,
the chairman adjourned the
House for an hour harely 20
minuntes after it had con-
vened. Once it reconvenad,
there was uproar once again,
leading to its adjournment
for the day.

During the short duration
that the House met, Manmo-
han Singh. leader of the op-
position, held the Centre re-
sponsible for dissolving the
Gujarat assembly.
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'EC receives
' request
{ for elections

Timves NeEws NETWORK
AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: The Election
Commission has not yet
dacided on the date for a
full meeting to take up the
Gujarat government's re-
quest for early elections in
the state. However, the BEC
confirmed on Monday that
it had received an official
communication from the
state government in this
regard.

] cials, “The commission
i feels that i should form
! an opinion before holding
’ the meeting. Right now, all
} we can say is that the situ-

ation is tricky We are eval-
\ uating the views of hoth
i sides” Meanwhile, the
| Congress on Monday de-
tmantded President’s rule
in Gujarat, dismissed as
“fallacious” the BJP's ar-
sument for holding assem-

maintained that elections
were “not a priorw” fur
the violence-hit s,

- - -
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ER: PM staves off
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Didi threat
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE backing of the BJP voung turks.
MNEW DELHI/KOLKATA, JULY 22 By getting the BIP’s Bihar
777 MP Kriti Azad to attend the
ASTHE dividingmesover  Trinamool rally yesterday, Ma-
the move to bifurcate Eastern  mata pulled a coup of sorts.
" Railway became sharper, Azad went to attend the
Primne Minister AB. Vaj- o rally under the direction
payee announced twoday of new BIP chief Venka--
that a decision on issue jah Naidn ~ BIP
would be taken at the €U spokesperson Arun Jait-
next Cabinet mecting, ‘d tey, who had a tough
prompting the Thnamool 4 L time explaining Azad’s
- Congresstokeepitspro- 48 - presence in the ratly, said
posed T2-hour Kolkata' that in a coalition members
bandh in “abeyance™. N\ % _ have to adjust to each

“At the next meeting,
of the Cahinet, these re-
actions will be consiclered
and an appropriate deci-
sion taken,” a statement

- issued by the PM said. But an-
other announcement went un-
noticed. It said the Cabinet will
not meet tomorrow, an indica-
torofthe tough task ahead.

“The government needs a
little time to work out a mutu-
ally agreeable deal which
would neither alicnate Bengal
nor Bihar” a source said,
adding that Mamata has the

other’sviewpoint.

’  InKolkata, Mamata
! welcomed the Prime
#3 Minister’s assurance say-
T g "Weve faith in
Prime Minister and his assur-
ance. We can keep our pro-
posed bandh at abeyance.”
Samata Party MFE, Pabhunath
Smgh, however, said, “If the
matter is reconsidered by the
Cabinet, I feel it is an insult to
Bihar, Itis not just a single party
issue, it 1s & question of Bihar's
pride. The people Bihar have
already taken to the streets.”
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Sushma spikes guns

¢ of FDI scé

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, July 17: Union in-
formation and broadcasting
minister Sushma Swaraj today
effectively demaolished the Oppo-
sition’s onslaught against the
entrv of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDD in the print media
with the help of sound argu-
ments, statistics and wit.

Rejecting the demand from
the Opposition and some NDA
allies to reconsider the govern-
ment decision to allow FDI in
print media, Sushma toid the
L.ok Sabha that it was a logical
step in the changing economic
seenario. Much of the Opposi-
tion's ¢riticism was based on
misconceptions, ignorance and
lack of factual accuracy, she
said.

Sushma said the govern-
ment’s decision was taken after
addressing all the security and
national concerns expressed by

the parliamentary standing
committee under Somnath
Chatterjee.

Short of counter-arguments,
the Left, the Samajwadi Party
and the RJD staged a walkout,
while the Congress and the Na-
tionalist Congress Party main-
tained a stoic silence.

Giving a point by point rebut-
tal, Sushma punciured the
Samajwadi Party’s criticism,
preducing aletter written on De-
cember 7, 2000, by Mulayam
Singh Yadav to Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, pleading
for the entry of FDI in small and
regional language newspapers.

I have been accused of dou-
blespeak. But what do you say
abour the conduct of your own
leader,” Sushma asked Samajwa-
di Party MPs. Mulayam was not
present in the House. Earlier; the
Samajwadi chief had made a
fiery speech opposing FDI in
print.

She read out portions from
Mulayam's letter that said ¥Dlin
print media would protect lan-

*UF TELEGRAPN

Sushma

guage newspapers, specialiy
those in Hindji, from the “monop-
oly” of “big” newspapers. “We
have not taken the decision
under pressiure from anyone but
have taken it on the plea made by
your leader,” she told a sheepish
Akhilesh Singh of the Samajwa-
diParty.

Sushma then turned her
guns on the Congress, wonder-
ing how the main Opposition
party could accuse her of tinker-
ing with the 1955 Cabinet resolu-
tion. “It is factually incorrect to
say that (the) 1955 resolution was
not discussed before,” she said,
giving a chronology of events.

The 1&B minister said the
government had appointed a
committee of secretaries to dis-
cuss the issue in 1989. During the
Narasimha Rao regime, the
issue came up for discussion for
times — October 1992, July 1993,
September 1993 and February
1995,

“The Congress governments,
too, discussed it. Perhaps they
lacked courage or decisive ac-
tion that a decision was not
taken,” she said, asking the Op-
position why it did not protest
when the broadcasting sector
was opened up in 1943.

WY Ay

ptics «\

Sushma referred to several
surveys and studies that under-
lined the potency of the visual
medium to counter the Opposi-
tion argument that FDI would
amount to cultural invasion, She
created a fluttér when she point-
ed at some bikini-clad models
displayed prominently in lead-
ing national dailies. “Look at
these! Do we need to talk about
adverse cultural influence?” she
asked, pointing out that these
dailies were opposing FD entry.

She urged the Oppesition
leaders to inguire why some
leading newspapers were oppos-
ing FDI in print media while ad-
vocating opening up of all other
sectors. “This is a very intrigu-
ing question. Why should they
have a touch-me-not attitude?”
she asked. .

Sushma contested Sharad

Pawar’s claim that the Indian |

Newspaper Society was against ;

FDI. She said a poll of INS mem-

bers showeﬁ that 38 members
favoured it, while 48 opposed it,

and the latter included several
editions of asingle newspaper.

The I&B minister mocked the
Opposition’s claim that the Vaj-
payee regime allowed FDI be-
cause of the adverse media cov-
erage on Gujarat.

She wondered how some of
the leading national dailies and
magazines supporting FDI had
taken alead in indicting the gov-
ernment on the Gujarat riots.

Listing the safeguards,
Sushma said investor creden-
tials would be scrutinised by the
home ministry and 26 per cent
equity would not be allowed to
become | controlling stake.
She also agsured her critics that
the government would not allow
a changeiin the share-holding
pattern. .

Prior permission and clear-
ance from the home ministry
would be needed. Editorial and
management control will re-
main in the hands of “resident
Indians”, which will not g,pbly to
even to NRIs, she 3a1d A
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~Atal names-
Bhairon for
Kant post N\

FROM OUR SPECIAL N
CORRESPONDENT .\g‘«‘

New Delhi, July 17: The NDA
today chose senior BJP leader
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat as its
vice-presidential candidate. If
the former Rajasthan chief min-
ister comes out on top in the Au-
gust 12 polls, a BJP leader will
accupy the second-highest con-
stitutional pest in the country
for the first time.

A contest is inevitahle with
the Opposition planning to put
up a nominee. But Shekhawats
guccess seems a cerfainty as the
NDA comimands a majority in
the efectoral college,

The decision ta field the 79-
year-old Shekhawat was taken
by Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who wasauthorised by
the NDA on Sunday to finalise
the alliance’s nominee,

Shekhawat wili file his nomi-
nation papers temaorrow. K. Yer-
ran Naidu of the Telugu Desam
Party, Rashid Alvi 6f the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party and the ADMEK's
PH. Pandianr are some of the
non-NDA leaders who would si-
gn his nomination papers.

Announecing Shekhawat’s
candidature, NDA convener
(Gegrge Fernandes t6ld reporters
that barring the Congress, most
parties in both Houses of Parlia-
ment have conveyed to Vajpayee
their support for Shekhawat, a
three-time chief minister

Vajpayee had spoken to Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi on
phone yesterday, soliciting her
party’s backing for Shekhawat.
But she conveved her regrets,
saving the Congress would like

&

1o See a contest, parhamentary
affairs minister Pramod Maha-
jan said,

The Prime Minister also
spoke to CPM general secretary
Harkishen Singh Surjeet and
Samajwadl Party chiel Mu-
layam Singh Yadav Surjeet,
sotrees said, told Vaipavee that
his party will make its stand
clear tomarrow but Mulavatin ex-
pressed reservations about sup-
porting a BJP candidate.

Mahajan had contacted NCP
jeader Sharad Pawar, who pre-
ferred waiting for the anteome of
the Opposition move,

Fernandes said Jayalatithaa
assured the ADME's support for
Shekhawat when deputy Prime
Minister LK. Advani calied her.

Talking of Shekhawat's
prospects, Mahajan said the rul-
ing alliance had a comfortable
majority of more than 110 votes
in the Lok Sabha, but was short
by about 25 in the Rajya Sabha.
“Therefore, this gives the NDA a
lead of about 85 votes,” he added,

Speaking to reporters af Ra-
jasthan House here after his can-
didature was announced, Shekh-
awat said unanimous election
of the President and Vice-Presi-
dent would have sent out a gond
signal.

Emphasising his humnible ori-
gins, the BJP veteran said ke had
not even nursed hopes of becom-
ing a village serpanch, “The fam-
ily 1 came from, T had iittle hope
of even becoming asarpanch...,”
he said. Born on October 23, 1923,
Shekhawat Qi not manage to
clear high school, biat has been
walking tal} in Rajasthan poli-
tics for five decades.
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Govt. in a fix ver Valko arrest

Ry Our Special Correspondent \% q

NEW DELHI, JULY 17, The Vajpavee Govern
ment teday found itselfin a rather tight car-
ner with the Opposiion  vehemently
criticising the use of POTA (Prevention of
Terrorisim Acty against the MDMEK leader,
Vaiko, who s in jail for having made a
speech in suppart of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam. The Opposition wanted io
know if the Yaiko arrest was legal, then how
could the MDMK members be part of the
Vajpayee Council of Ministers,

The matter was raised during zero hour
by the MDMK member, C. Krishna, who
termed the arrest "politically-motivated.”
The Congress and the AIADMK supported
the arrest, while the Opposition and sec-
tions of the ruling National Democratic Al-
flance were critical of the famil Nadu
Government's invocation of the anli-terror
taw.

The Opposition benches did not miss the
chance to poinr put the irony of Mr. Vaikao's

vocal support for the POTA and now the
same law being used by the Tamil Nadu
Government against him.

The CPI(M) leader, Somnath Chatterjee,
wanted to know why the NDA was disap-
proving of Mr, Vaiko's arrest; if the arrest
was watranted under POTA, then there was
no justification for Mr. Vaiko's colleagues
remaining in the Unjion Cabinet. During
the POTA debate, Mr. Vaiko had gone ta the
extent of calling the critics of the anti-terror
law “anti-national.

Mr. Chatterjee found an enthusiastic
supporter in the Samajwadi Party leader,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, who minced no
words in asaemng that the Jayalalithaa
Government was “misusing” POTA against
a political rival,

te reminded the Chief Minister that
even so powerful a potitical leader like in-
dira Gapdhi had 10 pay a heavy price for
inveking Emergency, and that a similar fate
awaited Ms, Jayalalithaa.

On the other hand, the Congress mem-

ber, Mam‘ghan ar Alyar, stli)uﬂl defended

the arrest. He pointed out thal Mr. Vaikg |
had atiracted the provisions of POTA when
he addressed a public meeting in support of *
the LTTE, an organisaton banned under
POTA. He asserted that a starute could not
be amended just to save a parliamentarian,

Predictably, astrong defence of the Tamil
Nadu Government was put up by the |
AIADMK leader, P.H. Pandian, who justi- ©
fied the arrest in terms of Section 21(4) of
POTA, and argued that no one could be |
deemed (o be above the law, “lt is for the
cousts to decide the case and a trial cannot
be carried out by the House.”

The NDA allies such as the DMK ang the .
Telugu Desam Party lamented that a law
which was meant to be used against terror-
ists was naw being lnvoked against political
rivals, There was no statement fram the |
Government side, but the Opposition did
have the satisfaction of pointing oui to the
treasury benches the folly of ignoring its

warnings against possible misuse of POVA.
i
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HE Centre on Tueshay ap-
pointed former law minis~
ter Arun Jaitley as its emis-
sary tor Kashmir talks. Mr Jait-
ley’s selection was made from a
ficld of four including retired
chiefjustice A5, Anand, former
Karnataka chief minister RK.
Hegde and Congressman K.C.
Pant, who is currently handiing
the responsibility.

Having taken the first step. the
Centre now has to finalise the
brief for Mr Jaitley. Though it
cannot be spectacular, the Centre
will still be required to walk a
tight rope. The former law minis-
ter wio has been offered a Cabi-
netrank, hastomake his exercise
look asincere etfort to address the
grievances of J&K, particalarly
the population in the valley, but
without appearing to be exces-
sively sympathetic to the grand
notion of autonomy that the Na-
tional Conference has trained its
sights on. In addition, the BJP
genexal secretary in his new role
will also be reguired 1w be wind-
ful 1o the sentiments of Jammu
and Ladakh regions.

So far as the National Confer-

The Economic Times
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IMTLEY: NEW INNINGS

task may boildown to finding all
possible avenues of granting
more administrative and finan-
cial powers. The parameters of
what he could consider looked
clear when Mr Advani 10ld the
Lok Sabha that while the govern-
ment was committed o devolu-
don of greater powers to the
states, it was opposed 1w restora-
tion of pre- 1953 stafus in J&K as
this will deprive the people of the
state of the rights that were given
10 themn under the Constitulion
after 1953.

The government Imanagers
have made it degr. time and

Jaitley is Delhi’s point
man for Kashmir talks

,\\‘-

J&I will be in keeping with the
Constitution, and will merely in-
volve granting of more financial
powers o the state as recoim-
mended by the Sarkaria Com-
mission.  While discussions on
grant ol more powers tothe states
takes place in the Inter-State
Council, J&Kis being taken up as
a spedal case in keeping with its
strategic importance and special
status granted 101t by the Consti-
tution under Article 370.

Mr Jaitley will also talk with
the representatives from Ladakh
and Jamumn regions on the addi-
tionat powers desired by them .
while the government has re-
jecied the RSS demand {or tritur-
cating Jammu and Kashmir, the
Centre realises that some meas-
ures are needed for Jamimu and
Ladakh regions aswell, consider-
ing that the valley bas been the
major beneliciary of its economic
initiativesfor J&K, Something on
the lines of Development Boards,
set up in the backward Ray-
alseerna  region ot Andhra
Pradesh, is one of the options
ithat the governmeni may be in-
dined wolfer the region.

The feeling in New Dethi is
that grievances of Jammu and

_Ladakh are genuine and must be
LS ML T JOONRT AFURL XA UP 12 TIVO T
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By Neena Vyas(j’ A

NEW DELHI, JULY 15. The Opposi-
Lot is planiing to move an ad-
jowrnment motion on  the
Jammu massacre fomorrow in
the Lok Sabha and take the Gov-
ernment to task for failing to
pratect innocent lives. It is in-
dicated that the Government
will not resist the move as it is
confident ol being able ro defeat
the mation.

The Government's strategy
scems (o be to take the bull by
the horns rather than allow the
issue to linger and tead to daily
disruptions of the House. It was
also conceded that the mas-
sacre,  admittedly  the  most
ghastly after Kaluchak, was in-
deed a &t case for the Opposi-
tion to take up as an
adjournment  motion  which

calls for all business to he set
aside so that the marter could
be taken up urgently.

As a resulr, there will be no
stalement in the Lok Szbha on
the massacre from the Depury
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, as
promised earlier — Mr. Advani
or the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, would reply to
the motion — and a starement
could be made in the Rajya
Sabha.

The motion is expected to be
taken up immediately after
question hour and under the
rules, the debate will be com-
pieted and voung upon same
day.

It is learnt that the isspe came
up at a meeting of party leaders
called by the Speaker, Manohar
lashi, this afternoon. Several
Opposition leaders —Shivraj
PPatil and Priva Ranjan Dasmun-
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! tReport on

The VHP leader, Acharya Giriraj Kishore, with Muslim
leaders at a meeting of the National Commission for
Mingrities in New Delhi on Monday. —— PT!
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shy of the Congress and Somnath
Chhtterjee of the CPI(M) — said
s were planning 1o move ar
adjburnment motion. The Ide:
perhaps was to test the Govern-
ment reaction. The Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister, Pramod
Mahajan, is believed to have
consulted Mr, Advani on 1ele-
phone before indicating that the
Government would not resist the
move. Several notices for the ad-
journment motion are expecied
ta be in before 10 am.
LOMOITOW.

This morning, there was a
meeting berween the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi and the
CPi(M)  parliamentary  party
leader, Mr. Chaterjee, where it
was agreed that the two parties
would cooperate and coordinate
their moves in Parliament. It is
fearnt that Mr. Chatterjee was in
touch with the Samajwadi party
leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
who would also coordinate with
the Opposition partics,

During the debate on the ad-
journment motion  tomorrow,
the Gppuosition will ask the Gov
ernment inconvenient  ques-
tions. Why are such incidents
taking place despite the mobil-
isation of troops un the border?
Has the Government relied too
much on Western powers 10
pressure Pakistan to end terror-
ist acts?

Has the Qovernment not
failed 1o meet its constitutional
responsibility to safeguard the
fives of its citizens?

Today, the Congress spokes-
person, Anand Sharma, indicat-
ed that the parry expecred
credible answers as the Opposi-
tion had given tull support to the
Government on all the sweps i
had decided to take 1o deal with
the menace from across the

heawrdos
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‘Delhi brainstorm to
douse J ammu flames

HT Correspondent 74
New Delhi, July 14 ‘(‘ \
THE KASIM Nagar mas-
sacre last night sent the
country’s leaders into a
huddle today, but they pur
off till tomorrow making
a statement on the attack
that Depaty Prime Minis-
ter L K Advani described
as the “most naked form
of terrorism”.

After facing a hostile
crowd at Kasim Nagar in
the afternoon, Advani
was back in Delhi in the
evening where he met Va-
jpavee and Defence Min-
ister George Fernandes,

Earlier in the day, Ad-
vani attended a meeting
of the Cabinet Committee
on Security chaired by
Vajpayee which decided
to “take a view after a de-
tailed assessment of the
situation™.

The Government did
not name Islamabad, but
Foreign Minister Yash-
want Sinha said attacks
like this were taking place
at Pakistan's behest.

Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Faroog
Abdullah accompanied
Advani to Jammu where
the impression gathered

o w\r’)b\"“

A'!TAGI( FALLOYUT

@ CCS takes stock of
situation; statement
expected in Parliament
today

@ Security heefed up
along route of Amarnath
vatra

@ British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw says he is
rushing to India

# Sinha hints at Pak
involvement,; police
suspect role of
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba

was that the Kasim Nagar
massacre, like the May 14
Kaluchak killings, was
carried out by the banned
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba.
There was no official
word on the current level
of  infiltration from
across the Line of Con-
trol {LoC).

Advani later briefed a
meeting of NDA leaders.
NDA convener Fernandes
said the Depuiy PM
would make a statement

in both Houses of Parlia-
ment soort.
Today's CCS  was

scheduled to discuss the
political process and the

continuing m111tary

ence in J&K. But the
Kasim WNagdr massacre
appears to have put the
clock back. The massacre
is bound to dast its shad-
ow on the Amarnath Ya-
tra which will begin from
Monday. :

A meeting of senior
Home Ministry officials
today reviewed the secu-
rity preparation along
the yatra route and decid-
ed to strengthen security
for the wpilgrims. The
State Government has
been advised to tighten
security of all sensitive
buildings amd installa-
tions both iniJammu and
the Valley, -

There was internation-
al condemnation of the
brutal killings. The US,
Britain and ¥rance con-
demned the terrorist
strike. British Foreign
Secretary Jack Straw and
French Foreign Minister
Dominique Willipin spoke
to Sinha over the phone
and expressed “horror
and shock” at the “attack
on  innocent civilians™.
Straw is expected to arrive
in New Delhi on July 19.

Related reports on Page 7
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days to «

" Advani to link

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 13. — The
Prime Minister tonight gave
Misa Mamata Bancrjee two
days to decide if she would
like to join the Cabinet and
debate the Eastern Railways
division or leave the floor to
Mr Nitish Kumar.

NDA convener Mr George
Fernandes is likely to contact
Miss Banerjee in the coming
days.

A high-level meeting
chaired by Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee tonight decided to
refer the ER division to the
Cabinet. The meeting was
attended by Mr LK Advani,
Mr Fernandes and Mr Nitish
Kumar. Mr Fernandes said a
final collective decision on
the matier would be taken at
the Cabinet meeting sched-
uled for Tuesday.

Will the Cabinet “review”
the matier? Mr Fernandes
said: “Review is too big a

. word.” He refused to elabo-

rate. Mr Kumar reportedly
made a detailed presentation
at the meeting and stuck to
his decision,

Nobody present at the
meeting disagreed with the
railway minister's logic,
sources said, The move to
refer the matter to the
Cabinet is seen by many as a
way to make it “a collective
decision”.

Over the last two days, Mr
Ferpandes and Mr Advand
have been repeatedly saying
that the decigion on the new
railway zones was “the
Cabinet’s decision and not
taken by any individual”.

Significantly, the meeting
was held on the eve of the

. NDA meeting to discuss the

Parliament agenda in the
wonsoen session. If Miss
‘neriee agrees to lower her

ER:

i
e i [

ets 2
choose

party, govt

NEW DELHI, July 13. —
Mr LK Advani today said he
would act as a link between
the party and the govern-
ment through regular inter-
action between party presi-
dent Mr M Venkaiah Naidu
and office-bearers. — SNS

B Details on page 10

guns, she could argue 4at
least for a face-saver, sources
pointed out.

There was, however, nec
indication in the NDA on
whether the Cabinet meeting
would review its earlier deci-
sion and take a view that
would satisfy Miss
Banerjee’s demand. The com-
mitment made was merely
for a reconsideration of the
decision taken by the United
Front government in 1996.

The NDA face-saver, even if
perfunctory, has been given
to allow Miss Banerjee a last
chance to rethink on the
matter, sources said. This
would at least help the NDA
even if she continued the
“hard line.” Till now the com-
mitment made was merely
for a discussion.

“Whatever is under dispute
will be placed hefore the
Cabinet at its next meeting.
The Cabinet will take a deci-
sion on the matter,” Mr

. Fernandes told reporters. He

refused to divulge Mr
Kumar's stand at the meet-
ing. The railway minister
said he had put forth his
views and “it is up to the
Cabinet to take the decision”.

B Trinamul steps up
heat on ER, page 3

o af A TESMAR
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‘ETHICAL DEFICIT' IN BUSINESSES DECRIED

" PM calls for consensus

¢ @
(} ~
By Sushma Ralachandran

NEW DELHI, JuLY 10. The Prime
Miridster, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today appealed to all major po-
litical parties 10 arrive at a con-
sensus on labour reforms even
as he looked forward w a b pet
cent growth rate in the econag-
my this vear. Speaking a few
days before the start of the
mensoon session of Parliament,
he sought from them supportin
passing the agenda of crucdial
economic legislatdon.
Addressing a mecting ol the
Trade and Advisory Council, he
declared that the Cabinet had
decided to “vigarously pursue”
labour reforms. With the report
of the second National Labour
Commission having been re-
ceived, he urged political par-
ties to arrive at a consensus so
that appropriate  legislation
could be passed. “Above all,
these long-delaved labour re-
forms will create more employ-
menl  opportunities, thus
fulfilling our shared objective of
achieving growth with jobs™.
He sought support for pass-

"« on labour reforms

|

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the Union
Finance Minister, Jaswant Singh, at the Advisory Council
meeting on Trade and Industries in New Delhi on Wednesday.
— Photo: V.V. Krishnan

ing a host of bills apart from the
Electricity Bill 2002 and the Pet-
roleum Regulatory Board Bill
2002 considered by the Council
ar today's meeting. These in-
cluded the Convergenve Bill for
Telecom and 1T, the Competi-
tion Bill, the Patents Bill, the
amendments to the Civil Proce-
dure Code, the ordinance for se-
curitisation and reconstruction
of financial assets and enforce-

ment of security interests.

He told the Council, which
includes corporate leaders like
Ratan Tata, Kumaramangalam
Birld, Sanjiv Goenka, Shashi
Ruia and A.C, Muthaiah, that
there had been a significant im-
provement in the economic sit-
nation over the past vear. The
GDP grew at 5.4 per cent last
year and was expected fo rise
over 6 per cent this vear. He

No interim budget: Jaswant

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 10. [n the backdrop of speculation
over passible tax sops being extended o the saja-
ried class, the Pinance Minister, Jaswant Singh,
today ruled out the prospect of an finterim bud-
get. Al the same time, he said “some proposals™
would be made to cheer the consumer and ex-
pand the economy. "Unless the consumer con-
sumes, how can the economy expand,” he said.

Speaking after a meeting of the Trade and In-
dustry Advisary Council, Mr. Singh hinted at
steps t hoost consumer spending, but these may
not necessarily mean a review of budgetary mea-
sures which had reduced the scope of tax conces-
sions. flising revenue coliections and the new
Finance Minister's connments about the need to
put more money in the consumers’ hands on tak-
ing charge of his portfolio had fuelled expecta-
tions about such moves.

He responded positively, however, 10 indus-
wy's demand for a review of the ordinance to deal
with the huge non-performing asscts of hanks
and financial institutions. The ordinance had
been criticised by leading chambers like the Con-
federation of Indian Industrv and the Federation
nf Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry,
which felt that it went against the norms of nat-
ural justice by not distingwishing hetween wilful
and non-wilful defaulters.

tle said a ‘relook” would be raken at the ordi-
papce as the Government’s intention was not
“expropriziory.” The aim was that the borrower

TR TIPS

should hanour his borrowings and the lenders’
dues should go back o the lender, The ardinance
would not be revoked bul changes could be made
while canverting it inte a bill, he said.

The meeting, attended by leading industrial-
ists, was Jargely meant to consider the two critical
legislation in the electricity and petroleum sector
on which presentations were made by the Pet-
roleum Minister, Ram Naik, and the Power Min-
ister, Suresh Prabhu. The Electricily Bill 2002
aims 10 restructure the power sector to make it
commercially viahle, while the Petroleum Regu-
lutory Board Bill 2002 is to enable the creation of
a regulater for the petroleum sector after disman-
ting of the administered pricing mechanism.

While promising more steps to promaote better
corporate governance in the light of major finan-
cial scandals like those of Enron, Worldcom and
Xerox, he noted that the job of the Finance Minis-
ter was that of a facilitator rather than a police-
man. Speaking to the media after the mecting,
Mr. Prabhu said the Electricity Bill would altow
the generator to sell power directly to the bulk
consumer, He clarified that the bill would be dis-
cussed in depth by the Cabinet atfter being coni-
sideved by the parliamentary  standing
committee. Mr. Naik said the common carrier
pipeline had been an issue of concern in which
the owner had the first preference and the sur-
plus capacity would be allowed to be given to
athers, The rates would be decided by the pro-
posed Petropleum Regulatory Board (o be set up
under the bill, he said.

stressed on the "unprecedented
price stability” with inflation at
a low of two per cent. Torex re-
serves had risen to $58 billion,
which provided over 13 inonths
of import cover. the highest for
any country except China.

Mr. Vajpayee expressed con-

fidence that the economy would

further prosper in the “able
hands” of the new Finance

Minister, Jaswant Singh, and as- ¢

sured industry that the Govern-
ment would respond to it

concerns. Despite the situation
on the borders, neither the pace
of economic reforms nor imple-

mentation of key infrastructure
projects had slowed in any way.
On the role af corporates, he
said industry and the economy
must rise 1o their full putential.
It was not enough for the Gov-
croment to carry out reforms.
“Businesses too must reform
themselves”. The principle of
good cormorate governance was
the touchstone ol industry's
COMMItMENt w0 rederts,

Referring to the accounting
scandals unfolding in  other
parts of the world in companies
like Enron, Worldcom and Xe-
rox. he said people were begin-
ning  w  worry about  the
bambshells  hidden  in  the
boomtime economy. People's
faith in economic liberalisation
should nat be shaken by thase
who did business with an “eth-
ical deficit”, he said. -

PSU disinvestment

Outlining the Government's
furure agenda, he said (he disin-
vestment of Public Sector Un-
dertakings would be  furlher
accelerated  barring  strategic
sectors as the relurns had ex-
ceeded the most optimisiic ex-
pectations  and  appreciably
increased the value of PSU eq-
uities. Fears on sccurity of em-
ploviment
had been shown to be without
toundation, he said

On the infrastructure secior,
he said a big inttiative would
seon be launched th modernise
the Railways just as the highway
network  was  being  rapidly
changed,

At the ouser, Mr. Vajpavee
made a refevence to the demise
of Dhirubhai Ambant, an “oul-
standing entrepreneur” who in-

spirted  many  Indians o
transiate  their  dreams  into
reality,

/

after  disinvestment .



‘Advani set to secufe

91" more powers q\
Aloke Tikku in New Delhi Q?‘ Q 4

July 8. — The Centre is planning to bring the National Security
Council under Mr LK Advani. The Deputy Prime Minister was re-
portedly keen to take charge of the Council, as t would allow him
to take an overall view of the security situation,

Mr Advani beld a discussion on the proposed transfer of the NSC
with Cabinet secretary Mr TSR Prasad last week, a home ministry
official said. There was no word. however, on whether there would
be a change of guard in the council if Mr Advani 1akes charge. The
principal secretary to the Prime Minister, Mr Brajesh Mishra, holds
additional charge as the national security adviser. The Kargil Re-
view Committee is oppased to Mr Mishra holding two posts and
suggests this could only be an “interim arrangement™.

The NSC originally functioned under the Cabinet Secretariat but
was attached to the Prime Minister's Office about four months ago.
The transter followed arguments that since the council was basical-
ly servicing the national security adviser, it would be fitting to bring
it under the PMO.

Bringing the NSC under the Deputy Prime Minister, who also
holds charge of the home ministry. could make some difference in

7 M)V

‘i\
(‘ l,(untmued from p

ti umm.lh m ¢, speci l\’ in
ciaking out the strategy to deal
wath the proxy war i J&EK,
soeeurity of - the region and
Cncivasing terror threats. As i,
e home  ministry 15 stren-
athening the Tntelligence set-up.
“The committes belicves that
ihpee must be a full time
Aabicnal seeurliy adviser and it
irald suggest that a second line
o peronnel be inducted into
T wvstem as early as possible
vk wrownmied for higher respon-
sihility.” the report had said.

Wois not clear if Mr Mishra

souid like 1o continue holding
T post of the national security
civiser and. if the proposed
panslor cames throagh, Mr
“wivani would like him to conti-
i, Hothe proposed transfer is
s scattled half way through,
duit possibility exists,

The VP Singh and Narasimba
Hae  governmenss  tried 1o
©eonstivate the NSC as an effec-

: instrumient  of  security

ceision-making. but plans we
ml‘ d by the hurmucr’u/

Turn to page 6
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Devesh Kumar ﬂ”]
TA\TT NEW DELHI7 JULY g Y

HE controversy over the
readjustment of reryitorial
jurisdiction of the Eastern
Railway looks set to deepen
amid indications that the rail-
wav minister, Nitish Kumar,
may prefer to quit if the Centre
gives in to pressure from West
Bengal for a review of the deci-
sion on new rail zones.
Indications that the railway
minister may quit came from
sources close to him even as
West Bengal politicians stepped
up their pressure on the Centre
for a rollback of the Railway
Board's decision on zenes. West
i Bengal chief minister, Bud-
dhadev Bhattacharya, had on
Saturday met deputy PM LK.
Advani, to demand that the
matter be referred to a panel of
experts, Mr Advani, it is learnt,

Nitish may quit if PM gives in

conveyed the demand to Mr
Kumar. Though what emerged
is niot known, the subsequent
commenis of Mr Kumar were
enough ofa hintthat he is in ne

mood for a reyiew or, for that
matter, arngy intervention that

MMfA. R)ilL RALLY

may curb his scheme.

Mr Kumar, who was
Jaipur, made two points, First,
that the decision was taken by
the members of the Railway
Roard whose expertise cannot
be rivalled by the experts tha%__

at

o

-~ V‘ A b‘q’
Mr %%a?racharya may have in

Ma

his mind.

Secondly, he said, referring
the matter to any panel after it
was clearcd by the Railway
Board will be like putting the bo-
gies before the engine. Besides,
pelitical fallour of the review
should also be a strong consider-
ation with Mr Kumar. The issue
has galvanised public opinion in
Bihar with political parties buy-
ing their differences to come to-
gether an a common platform.
Mr Kumar must be worried
about the conseguences that
any backtracking will have.

A few days agn, the Bihar
Legislative Ceuncil lollowed the
state Assemnbly 10 pass a unani-
mous resoiution lauding the
‘warning the Cen-
anv back-pedalling

EagrCeniral Railway.
.
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New Delhi: [n un att&lpt to
resvive the impasse between
West Bengal political parties
and the railway ministry
over the eastern railway bi-
furcation issue, hoime minis-
ter LK. Advani has decided

. to discuss the issue with

Prime Minister Vajpayee.
Both the CPM and Trina-
miutl Congress -bitter oppo-
nents in Bengal politics--
have opposed railway minis-
ter Nitish Kumar's decision
to create five new railway
zones which they feel will
affect the state’s interests.
Bengal chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharva
on Saturday met Mr Advani
and requested him for the

© appointment of an expert

commitiee to re-examine
the bifurecation issue. He felt
that until then, the railway
ministry's notification for
creating five new zones

A.B. Vajpayee L.K. Advani

should be kept in abeyance.

“Itis not a simple problem
bhetween two states, re-or-
ganjsation of railway zones
will allow the parochial
forces to take advantage of
the situation,” he said, in-
sisting that he was for
friendly ties with Bihar.

Mr Advani told reporters
that he had called the chief
minister to discuss the issue
and said he would apprise
Mr Vajpayee of all the as-
pects of the problem. The
stand-off between Bihar and
Bengal over the issue has as-
sumed the dimensions of a
confrontation with Trina-

TrinamullCongress
have oppsed railway
minister Nitish
Kumar’s decision to
create 5 new railway
zones which will affect
W. Bengal’s interests

mul chief Mamata Banerjee
making it a prestige issue.
The CPM polithure,
which was in session,
termed the railway min-
istry’s move as “unilateral
and ad hoe” and demanded
that a meeting of the inter-
state council be immediate-
Iy convened to discuss the
issue. Many states would
face problems because of
the rajlway ministry’s deci-
sion, party leader Sitaram
Yechury said. However, de-

spite this opposition, Nitish
Kumar went ahead with for-
malising five more new rail-
way zones, in addition to the
two that the ministry noti-
fied last month.

On Saturday, the ministry
made public the notification
issued a couple of days ear-
lier formalising five more
new zones: North Central
headquartered at Alla-
habad, East Coast at
Bhubaneswar, West Central
at Jabalpur, South West at
Hubli and South East Cen-
tral at Bilaspur zone. The
decision for these new zones
were taken by the Union
cabinet in 1996 and 1998.

In the first notification
(apart from the North West
zone at Jaipur), a new East
Central zone with head-
quarters at Hajipur in Bihar
was carved out with three
divisions of the Kolkota-
based Eastern Railway go-
ing to the new zone.

1o omy
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RAILWAY ROW

Vajpaye

Vinod Sharma
New Delhl, Julv 5

THE BIHAR-West Bengal dis-
pute over territorial reorgani-
sation of Eastern Railway ¢an-
not be reselved without Prime
Minister Vajpayee’s interven-
tion. But indications are the
PM isn't inclined to act in a
hurry on the issue having its
gehesis in a Cabinet decision.

In some wayvs, the dispute
explains why Trinamool Con-
gress leader Mamata Baner-
jee was so keen to wrest the
Railwavs portfolio from the
Samata Party's Nitish Kumar
or at least have him divested
of the charge, The Prime Min-
ister's predicament is that he
isn't in a position to please
both sides.

With the warring lobbies
unwilling to back down from
their stated positions, even the
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Nonchalant

option of referring the matter
{o an experts’ panel or a Group
of Ministers cannot be exer-
cised without inviting a back-
lash in Bihar and Jharkhand.
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The tough public posturing
by the Railways Minister and
his predecessor, Mamata, are
aimed at identifying with
parochial feelings they have
themselves ignited to serve
their respective political inter-
ests. But this is not to suggest
that the debate hasn't thrown
up issues requiring serious
consideration.

The Railways are perceived
to be an engine of economic
growth, For this reason, West
Bengal is unwilling to forego
possession of the rail assets,
on some of which Bihar could
have a legitimate claim.

In fact, Nitish had explained
the rationale behind rail reor-
ganisation in some detail in
his replv last month to a letter
received from West Bengal CM
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee.
"(In its present form) it's a
heavily worked railway with a

Emotions & egos at stake

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 5

THE CASE for the Railways’
territorial reorganisation can
be argued either way And
that's what politicians from Bi-
har and West Bengal are doing
these days, Of course, the dan-
ger of the volatile issue un-
leashing chauvinistic senti-
ments across the country isn't
lost on anyone.

The formalisation of seven
new railway zones, announced
between 1996 and 1998, entails
carving out administrative do-
mains from the existing nine.
The exercise could be as
painful as the reorganisation
of states, and has the potential
to stoke emotions comparable
with the post-Mandal flare-up.

Rail Bhawan officials say the
Railways' plans are backed by
the H D Deve Gowda cabinet's
decision to carve out six acddi-
tional zones headquartered at

Hajipur (East Central), Bhub-
aneswar (Fast Coast), Alla-
habad (North Central), Jaipur
(North Western), Hubli (South
Western) and Jabalpur {West
Central). Two years later, a zone
at Bilaspur was added to the
original list.

Al the centre of the dispute
now is the Railways' June 14,
2002 notification to opera-
tionalise the Hajipur- and
Jaipur-based East Central and
North-Western Railways. The
Trinamool and the Left are
livid because the Hajipur zone
would now control the Dana-
pur, Mughalsarai and the lucra-
tive Dhanbad divisions of the
Kolkata-based Eastern Railway.

The Bengal lobby, while pre-
dicting a crippling blow to
Eastern Railwav's already
poor financial health, has giv-
en its case an emotive spin by
claiming that state-centric
zones could destroy the Rail-
ways national unification role.

But their main worry is the in-
evitable dislocation of a large
number of Railway employees
and the impact on their respee-
tive constituencies.

But the Trinamool and the
Left, including the CPI, which
was a partner in the UF Gov-
erament, have woken up to the
problem rather late. Any rever-
sal of the reorganisation plan
now is bound to stir up states
that stand to benefit from the
move, which, if executed,
would simultaneously sanctify
eight new railway divisions.

"Why didn't Mamata protest
earlier or had the move re-
versed when she was Railway
Minister,” is the common Bi-
hari refrain. It is also pointed
out that under the new dispen-
sation, not even an inch of rail-
way track in Bengal would be
controlled from Haiipur

It's clear that by giving in to
pressure from the Bengal lob-
by, the Centre could end up
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large geographical spread’,
Nitish had written.

The Minister sought to allay
West Bengal's fears of disloca-
tion of Eastern Railway em-
plovees to the Hajipur-based
East Central Railway "For
transfer and posting to the
new zonal headquarters, staff
will move on the basis of their
options from various rail-
ways," Nitish wrote.

However, the counter view,
articulated by noted econo-
mist and Trinamool leader
Nitish Sengupta, is that the
reorganisation plan was op-
posed by the Rakesh Mohan
Committee which studied the
rail system. Also, the new
Zones were hound to cause se-
ricus economic dislocation by
disturbing the network pat-
terned on the concept of port

cities, industrial belts and the
hinterland.

Mamata Banerjee
Derailed uspirations

opening a Pandora’s box
where the ongoing inter-state
tussle could spill over to other
sectors. DVC and Coal India
are headguartered in Koikata
buttheir operational bases are
in Jharkhand, which is back-
ing the Hajipur zone.

With emotions running
high, nobody is willing to
guess from where the Rail-
ways would secure the Rs
3,500-4,000 crore needed for the
zonal ventures.
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GoM PLANS Rs 2,000-CRORE OUTLAY

Blueprint for
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eveloped status

s;ﬁuoy Mury in; New Delhi

July 4. - Can India become a developed nation like
the G-8 countries? The Centre thinks it can. It has
constituted a Group of Ministers to 1ake ° *lndia to-
wards full-developed nation status”, and about Rs
2,000 crore may be allotied during the Tenth Five-
Year Plan (2002-°07) as start-up funds,

The report to the eight-member GoM headed by
HRD minister Dr Murli Mano-
har Joshi says the Centre wants

food security and processmg It will ensure villages
develop properly and “urbanisation” models are
prepared. Efforts are on to develop technology for
rural use and evolve traditional rural technologies.
B The energy, health and water security mission
atms to create a national energy map, evolve new en-
ergy technologies such as fuel cells, hydrogen gas hy-
drates, mini-gas turbines and clean energy technolo-
gv. For health- and water-related issucs, there arc
plans to emphasise traditional
and alternate svstems of medicine

“India to become a fully devel-
oped country in the fullest sense
of the term ... in the shortest
pussible time”. This requires se-
lection of the right technology
and its judicious development.
Around Rs 2,000 crore of gov-
ernment funds, and later, funds
from “stakeholders”, will be
made available “for the Tenth
Plan period to fill crucial gaps
and develop viable synergies”,
These technologies, the GoM
says, will create national wealth,
improve quality of life in rural ar-
cas and enhance national security.
Like the Technology Missions
of the ‘80s, the new “India Mil-

Jaswant Singh began
his stint in North Biock
making clear his
priorities. His job, he
said, was not that of a
‘policeman’. Instead,
he would try to ensure
food for all and more

money in the hands of -

people; raise investor
confidence levels
and living standards

See Business Standard 1

and better water management,

8 The environment security mis-
sion looks at waste management.
It aims to develop S&T solutions
to implement environmental se-
curity problems not only at local
levels but also policy levels. Data
management may be stressed.

W Another mission will aim to
ensure more safety for people
during cyclones, earthquakes
and floods. It will try to ensure
our transport systems are safer
and number of accidents lessen.
W “Incubation centres for sup-
porting small and medium in-
dustries” have been planned.
These include units making her-

lennium Missions™ will concentrate on specific areas.
These include rural development; energy, health &
water security; environmental security; safety & dis-
aster preparedness; incubation centres for support-
ing small and medium industries; national security;
development of advanced manufacturing technology
and upgradation of indigenous technology. *“Technol-
ogy foresight” is the focus, the GoM report said.

bal, metallurgical and knowledge-intensive products,
B There are missions to improve national security
through new technology and to upgrade R&D fa-
cilifies. One or two more missions may be added.
Though most of the coordination will be carried
out by the office of the principal scientific adviser,
the GoM includes Cabinet ministers of HRD, dc-
fence, 1&B, commerce & industry, power and fi-

nance. The Planning Commission is also involved, -

W The rural development mission will evaluate
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AMATA STICKS TO STAND; BENGAL MPS PROTEST
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«' Nitish rules out review of
“decision to bifurcate E, Rly.

By Vinay Kumar
and K. V. Prasad

NEW DELHI, JULY 3. The posi-Cab-
inet expansion blues continue
to bedevil the Vajpavee Govern-
ment, as the Trinamool Con-
gress -— partner in the ruling
National Democratic Alliance
— remains insisteni on picking
up a quarrel over bifurcation of
the Eastern Railway.

The battle spilled over to a
meeting of the Parliamentary
Committee on the Railways to-
day with the Trinumool MDPs,
along with those of the Left
Front, staging a walkout. The is-
sue of the Eastern Railway being
deprived ol its money-minting
divisions, which have been at-
tached o the newly-created Ha-
jipur headquarters ol the Fast
Central  Zone, cthreatens (o
snowball into a no-holds-
brarred “Bitia: versus Bengal”
fight.

The Trinamooi Congress
leader, Mamata Banerjec, has
linked the issue of reversing the
decision to bifurcate the Fast-
erly zone 1o her re-entry into the
Union Cabinet. She has refused
Lo join the Cabinet though the
Vajpavee-Advani leadership ap-
parently wanted o offer the
Coal and Mines portfelio to her.

The development prompted
the Railway Minister, Nitish Ku-
mar, 1o call on the Deputy
Prime Minister. 1. K. Advani,

. F
this evening and explain what
was behind the creation of new

zones. Though the Ineeling
prompted speculation of a re-
view of the decision, Mr. Kumar
firmly ruled out any such ac-
tion. “There is no question of
setting up any governmental
group to ook into the decision
or undertake any kind ol review.
Mot a single inch of West Ben-
gal's teritory s being taken
away by this decision,” Mr. Ku-
mar told The Hindu after mect-
ing Mr. Advani.

In his recent letter 1o the West
Bengal Chiel Minister, Buddha-
deb Bhattacharjee. the Minister
defended his decision, saying
the move was not iil-advised
pperaticnally. “In tact, the re-
vised jurisdictions have been
made so as to provide smoother
movement of traffic. as well as
to provide better control, and
improve efficiency of the sys-

tern,” he said.
The walkout [rom the Parlia-
mentary Consultative Commit-

tee meeting was staged by
Basudeb Acharia and Anil Basu
(CPE-M), Joachim Baxla (RSP)
and Amar Roy Pradhan [AlFB),
who demanded that the notifi-
cation to set up the new zone be
withdrawn and a committee of
experts be set up to study the
viability of carving out new
7zones, The Trinamool Congress
leader, Sudip Bandopadhyay,
demanded that Mr. Kumar “re-
view" the decision and put it on
hold until the task was com-
plete.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the lLeft Front MPs, in-
cluding Nilotpal Basu and
Hannan Mollah, said it was un-
fortunate that the issue was be-
ing turned into a "Bengal versus
Bihar” affair. The Left was
posed to the creation

day. /

new zone and distressed ar the
manmner the issue was taken up,
as if it was an internal affair of
the NDA.

The Left MPs insisted that
they opposed the creation of
new zones when Ram Vilas Pas-
wan as Railway  Minister
brought it up in the United
Front Government, which was
supported by the Left parties.
Their basic objection was on the
ground of economic viability
and incurring of additional ex-
penditure when railway pro-
jects often sulfered for lack of
funds.

The MPs said that an all-party
delegation from West Bengal
would meet the Prime Minisler
and the Railway Minister next
week to convey the feelings of
the people of the Siate.

Addressing a separate press |
conference, Mr. Bandopadhyay :
wondered what prompted Mr. -
Kumar (o notify a decision tak-
en six vears ago by a different
Government.

He alse took cxception to the
burning of effigies of Ms. Baner-
jee in Patna, saying that it was
“in bad taste.”

Both the Samata Party and
the Trinamool Congress main-
tained officially that there was
ommunication between the
efence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, and Ms. Bancrice 1o-
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The cosmetic changes at the Centre are not of much importance
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hat the recent shake up in

the Ceniral government

has gone hand in hand with

a shake-out in the hierar-

chy of the dominant party
in the ruling coalition is no accident.
The two jobs — giving a facelift to a
lacklustre regime and revamping a
party feeling downbeat after the drub-
bing it took at the assembly polls in
several states — were parts of thesame
operation. That the much-hyvped event
made litile difference to the image of
either of the two is an altogether dif-
ferent story.

That most of the changes involved
members of the dominant partner in
the National Democratic Alliance is no
surprise either, since the whole exer-
cise was designed as a largely
Bharativa Janata Party affair. The rev-
elation by a series of stare assembly
elections of an erosion of the party’s
support base perturbed most members
of the sangh parivar, There was grow-
ing nervousness in BJP circles even
about the party’s poor chances of re-
taining its present strength in the par-
liamentary elections due in 2004 if it
did nothing to buck the current trend.

The one thing that the visible
shrinking of the BJP’s social base did
was to give the hardliners in the sangh
parivar the chance that they had been
waiting for to vent their spleen on the
Central government. They ascribed
the decline in the BJP's fortunes to the
loss of identity it suffered from shelv-
ing its Hindutva and swadeshi agen-
das. Since some of them were merely
echoing the sentiments of the BJP's
ideological mentor, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, the consterna-
tion over what had happened did much
to bring about a change in the balance
of power both in the BJP and the sangh
parivar as a whole.

There is widespread scepticism in
the country about the rationale of the
changes in the governrient, except for
using the occasion as an excuse for pro-
viding more ministerial berths to
voung aspirants in the BJP for a share
of the spoils of office. As for the swap-
ping of portfolios by Jaswant Singh
and Yashwant Sinha, it makes no sense
to make both forgo the advantage of
the experience they had gained in
their old ministries — the one in the
complicated game on the diplomatic
front in the wake of September 11 and
the other in learning the hard way of
the need to keep a more watchful eve
on the shady goings-on in the financial
sector and the many difficulties in im-
plementing the new phase of economic
reforms, particularly in a period of
world-wide recession.

s for the rest, the exit of afew
ATweedledums and the induc-
tion of many more Tweedle-

dees matter little except to the losers or
the winners. The size of the new gov-
ernment, said to be the largest in the
~epublic’'s history so far, will by no
neans give it a more dynamic look.
lor will the induction of a new presi-
ent, anew secretary and official spok-
sman remove the glitches in the party
achine, M. Venkaiah Naidu and

A7 SHAMLAL

Arun Jaitley may be more aggressive
in selling the NDA policies to the pub-
lic. But no hard-sell can make up for
lack of policies which produce results,

Thisis not to say that things will re-
main much the same as they are now.
The process of decay of the institu-
tions of both state and civil society in
the country has gone too far to be re-
versed by anything less than a new will
to stemm the rot and a determination to
take the necessary corrective action in
the teeth of opposition from any vested
interest which feels threatened by it.
Canaprime minister who is compelled

the sangh parivar cannot wish away
the compulsions of coalition politics,
they have already managed to put
those leading the government on the
defensive by cashing in on the BJP’s
discomfiture over its loss of face in
several states and thus securing more
room for manoeuvre for themselves in
influencing the BJP's thinking on con-
tentious issues. There are many straws
in the wind showing a shift in the par-
ty’s approach to problems, putting voi-
ces of moderation at a disadvantage.
The prime minister’s own speech at
Goa, guite contrary to the spirit of his

to provide a ministerial berth wo Lhe
only member of his party in parlia-
ment from Puniab summeon the nerve
to be so tough? The large number of al-
lies he has to accommodate and the cal-
culus of region, caste and ethnic affili-
ations he has to take inwo account ali
the time, make him vulnerable to pres-
sure from a score of quarters. Is it sur
prising that his refusal to appease Ma-
mata Baneriee in the recent govern-
ment reshuffle has made headlines? Or
that attempts are still being made to
appease her and somehow repair the
injury done to her ego?

The changes in the NDA govern-
ment and in the party organization of
the leading partner in the ruling al-
liance, cannot give either of them a
new aura of moral authority in the
prevailing circumstances. There wasa
lot of unseemly squabbling behind the
scenes over the allocation of portfo-
lios. And there is no dearth of discor-
dant voices in the sangh parivar even
today. Indeed the RSS mouthpiece
never misses a chance of having a
swipe at the government whenever a
particular policy decision goes against
the grain of .the thinking of the
sarsanghchalak.

Although the most fanatical among

‘ The exit of a few
Tweedledums and the
induction of many more
Tweedledees matter little
except to the losers or the
winners ,

confession in Ahmedabad that he was
ashamed of what happened during the
Gujarat riots, was one sign of the
winds of change blowing through the
BJP establishment. Another indica-
tion to the same effect came from the
head of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad,
Ashok Singhal, who, contrary to his
earlier cormmitment, declared recently
that his organization would not be
bound by the court verdict on the Ram
temple issue if it went against its de-
mand. A still more ominous testimony
to the change in the balance of power
in the sangh parivar comes from Luc-
know where a former chief of the Ba-
irang Dal, which took the leading part
in the demolition of the Babri mosque
in Ayodhya, has been made head of the

+. ' Who’s in, who’s out

[Ttiar Pradesh unit of the BJP.

The designation of Lal Krishna Ad-
vani as deputy prime minister under
the new dispensation is being sold to
the public as no more than a formaliza-
tion of a ground reality and converting
a de facto into a de jure position. Yet,
this is only the less important aspect of
the change. 1t invests the home minis-
ter, on the prime minister’s own admis-
sion, with new responsibility. Indeed
those who regard him as the person
who wiil lead the BJP in the next par-
liamentary elections may prove to be
in the right. Advani will certainly
carry much greater weight than before
in shaping both the government’s as
well as the party’s policies.

ow far three years in office as
H the second most important

man in the government has
tamed him and made him painfuily
conscious of the restraints an un-
wieidy ruling coalition imposes on the
government remains to be seen. But
the deputy prilme minister is too realis-
tic to miss the implications of the ex-
plosive situation in the subcontinent,
the long-term risk involved in divert-
ing more resources to defence at the
cost of slowing down the rate of eco-
nomic growth, starving the social serv-
ices and letting the rundown infra-
structure suffet further deterioration.
Nor is he unaware of the forces re-
leased by the globalization process
which are chipping away at the sover-
eignty of the nation-state.

There is no point, however, in giv-
ing much importance to the cosmetic
changes in the government. What will
matter in the end is its ability toformu-
late policies designed to produce better
results by way of increasing the coun-
try’s economic strength, improving its
defence capabilities against hoth ex-
ternal and internal threats, developing
its material and hwman resources, and
avoiding recourse to evasion in the
face of difficult guestions. The public
has been fold, for instance, that mobi-
lization along the borders with Pak-
istan will continue until October. This
makes many wonder what happens if
Pervez Musharraf fails to dismantle
all terrorist camps by then as is guite
likely, Will the mobilization continue
or wiil New Delhi expect the United
States of America to make sure that
the Pakistan president does not wrig-
gle out of his promise on one pretextor
another?

gain, has the government a pre-
Acise idea of the political and

economic costs of continued
mobilization? Has it taken into ac-
count the possibility that the role of
the US as facilitator of a dialogue be-
tween the two hostile neighbours, even
in the absence of any common ground
on the Kashmir issue, can evolve into
that of a mediator? Ironically, the
changes in the government, which en-
gaged the public for over a fortnight,
have turned out to be another mean-
ingless exercise, diverting everyone’s
attention from more important tasks

at home and from problems which
have for [ong defied a solution. /
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FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, July 1: Jaswant
Singh and Yashwant Sinha
swapped places and jaded
glamour got a look-in as two
has-been actors, Shatrughan
Sinha and Vinod Khanna, en-
tered Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
team in ministerial changes
the Prime Minister had tout-
ed as “major”.

If the finance-external af-
fairs exchange was as expected,
surprise lay in store in Trina-
mul Congress leader Mamata
Banerjee not coming into the
Cabinet amid what appeared to
be murky developments around
her party, She did not attend the
swearing-in either

Vajpayee's eighth shuffle si-
nee October 1999, when this gov-
ernment came to power, involved
13 ministers — four of Cabinet
rank, one minister of state with
independent charge and eight
ministers of state. A number of
ministers of state have had their
portfolios changed.

After handing over charge 1o
M. Venkaiah Naidu at a ceremo-
ny complete with sweets and a
makeshift crown in the formof a
colourful pagri, BJP president
K. Jana Krishnamurthi, a lawy-
er, slips into the chair vacated by
Arun Jaitley in the law ministry

Talking of pacifiers, a long-
standing malcontent — Delhi
BJP leader Sahib Singh Verma
_- received the fruit of his
labours when he was rewarded

with the labour ministry, from
which Sharad Yadav shuffies out
to consumer affairs, food and
pubtie distribution, held so far
hy Shanta Kumar who moves to
rural development.

Shatrughan Sinha did not
campaign in Uttar Pradesh be-
cause he was not given a place in
the political limelight, a griev-
ance that has been redressed by
handing him charge of the na-
tion’s health and family welfare.

ywood mate Vinod
Khannatasn't been as lucky and
gets onlyminister of state status
in tourism and culture, befitting-
1y for a party that equates the
last with the Mumbai film world.

The Shiv Sena's Balasaheb
Vikhe Patil is the fourth minis-
ter to be bestowed Cabinet rank,
but his was a case of promotion
from minister of state to full
charge in the heavy industry de-
partment vacated by Manohar
Joshi who became the Speaker.

Tamil Nadu’'s PMK party re-
entered the ministry with N.T.
Shanmugham and A.K. Murthy.

After today's changes, the
strength of the council of minis-
ters goes up to 78,

No other Cabinet shuffle in
recent memory has provoked
such high tension as the one car-
ried out today As speculation
raged for the last three weeks,
the interplay of pressures and
counter-pressures and open bar-
gaining were there for all to see.

What gave it an extra dimen-
sion was the Prime Minister’'s
declaration that the BJP organi-
sation, too, would be subject to
an overhaul. But even this exer-
cise had its share of unseemly
moments when the incumbent
party chief fought his ouster
tooth and nail and there was a
tug-of-war among the prospec-
tive successors,

What did the exercise
achieve? Apart from reasserting
L.K. Advani's supremacy in the
BJP and making his position as
the number two in the govern-
ment formal, it did little to en-
courage the idea that the Cabinet
was being given a new look.

Krishnamurthi was elbowed
out because he was not good
enough to run the party, but was
found competent to head a cru-
cial ministry like law. Verma
was biamed widely for the BJP's
debacle in the Delhi civic polls.

The lahour department has
had two ministers, Satya Narain
Jatiya and Sharad Yadav, who
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EMBRYONIC LINK: Atal Bihari Vajpayee feeds sweets to new BJP president M. Venkaiah Naidu. (Reuters)

were shown the door for not
being “committed” enough to
lahour reforms. Verma's prefer-
ence for populist politics is well
known. Would the leadership ex-
pect him to do a volte-face and
fall in with the reforms proposed
in labour laws, with the Assem-
bly polls round the corner?

The shuffle was to prune

Bihar's “over-representation”,
but the opposite happened. The

external affairs ministry will |

now have two Bihar ministers,
Yashwant and Digvijay Singh.

Omar Abdullah continues as the !

second minister of state.

The only Cabinet minister
from Bihar to be dropped, C.P.
‘Fhakur. was replaced with Sha-

trughan. At the level of minister
of state, the loss of one Bihar
minister, Munni Lal, was made
up with two inductions — Nikhil
Choudhary and Sanjay Paswan.
[f anything, there was appre-
hension in the BJP that the “pos-
itive” spin-offs of foreign policy
could get undermined with
Jaswant's shift. There was an

undercurrent of resentmment
that Yashwuant, held responsible
by a large section of the BJP for
alienating its middle-class sup-
port with his taxation measures,
was “rewarded” with an equally
weighty portfolio for his alleged
incompetence and bungling,

W See Pages 6 & 8, Business

Telegraph and Backpage
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Mamata smells/
twin split plots

FROM KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, July 1: Derailed by
railway minister Nitish Kumar,
a furicus Mamata Banerjee
today spoiled A.B. Vajpayee’s
show by her absence from the
swearing-in ceremony at Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

With Kumar going ahead wi-
th plans to bifurcate Eastern Rai-
lway, Mamata insisted that the
railway portfolio be taken out of
the hands of the Samata Party.

She was also miffed with
NDA convener (George Fernan-
des, her one-time mentor, for sid-
ing with his party colleague
from Bihar. “George behaved as
parallel Prime Minister, while
Kumar thought he was the home
minister,” a source close to Ma-
mata quoted her as saying.

Mamata's grouse was not just
that she did not get railway. She
also felt that the BJP was trying
to split her party.

Sources said she was peeved
with parliamentary affairs min-
ister Pramod Mahajan. The Ma-
mata camp believed that Maha-
jan had tried to offer a berth to
party spokesperson Sudip Ban-
dopadhyay in an attempt to split
the Trinamul Congress. Ban-
dopadhyay reported the matter
to Mamata.

Sources said Mamata was
“livid" at Mahajan's offer and
snapped at bim with a poser:
“Who are you to decide?”

However, both Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee and deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani said ef-
forts will be made to persuade
Mamata tirjoin the government.

Sourees close to Advani said

the ministry of coal and mines,
vacated by Ram Vilas Paswan
and now with Advani, will be
kept warm for Mamata. Howev-
er, she had rejected both coal and
mines and rural development.

At Rashtrapati Bhavan, Vaj-
payee did not rule out the possi-
bility of the Trinamul leader re-
joining the Cabinet. But he
added that there would be no big
shuffle in the near future.

Asked whether Mamata was
sulking, a smiling Vajpayee said:

“Mamata kya, Samata to hai.”
Vajpavee dodged a question on
what portfolio he had in mind for
Mamata, but President K.R.
Naravanan, seated by the Prime
Minister’s side, said: “That’s a
difficult question.”

Mamata is understood to
have told Vajpayee that if he
could not give her the railway
ministry, she would have no
problem in joining the Cabinet
as a minister without portfolio.
But at ho cost should railway re-
main with the Samata, she said.

But Trinamul debunked sug-
gestions that Mamata insisted’
on the railway berth. The party
said her main concern was the
mave to split Eastern Railway.
She wrote to the Prime Minister
this evening, urging him to stop
Kumar. Vajpayee, the sources
said, assured her that he would
look into her demand.

“It is incorrect to state that
she was adamant on getting the
railway portfoiio. She had spo-
ken 1o the Prime Minister and
Fernandes on several occasions
since vesterday to stop the bifur-
cation,” Bandopadhyay said.

B Full ministry list on Page 8




|

|
1

"Advani rules out rlval

v ENY

K

PM 15 not grooming
me for the top job’

New Delhi, June 30

L K ADVANI today dismissed
the probability of rival power
centres emerging in the NDA
Government following his ele-
vation and rejected any repeti-
tion of past experience when
Deputy PMs “did not get along”
with the Prime Minister.

Brushing aside a second pow-
er centre, Advani said he and
Vajpayee had been working to-
gether for 50 years and there had
been no tiffs. “Those who talk of
these power centres...you see
their reports saying that this
conspiracy to make Advani
Deputy PM has died a prema-
ture death. What kind of stories
are these, written only a day or
two ago?” he asked.

On whether a way was being
paved for a smooth transition
in the NDA for leadership, he
shot back, “I don’t think there
was any problem in the NDA
on issues of this kind.”

To a question whether his el-
avation sent new signals to pol-
itics in the country, Advani
said, “Frankly this gquestion
only the Prime Minister can re-
ply precisely and comprehen-
sively. So far asTam concerned,
I feel grateful to him as well as
to the alliance parties in the
NDA for having done this,” he
said. About an earlier state-
ment that he did not favour the
Deputy Prime Minister’'s post,
Advani said he “could not
have” said this.

“The Prime Minister con-
ceived this a couple of months
ago in the third week of April
or so. He asked George to sound
all NDA parties because he was
thinking of this. He had
planned to do it at the time of

reshuffle,” he said. Advani
added that only three days back
on June 27 Vajpayee spoke to
him about this for the first titne.

He said his elevation by itself
was not going to change his
“actual tasks” in the Govern-
ment. “It is the Prime Minister,
in his own inimitable style, de-
bunking all stories circulared
about differences between him
and me,” he said.

To a question on whether Va-
jpayee was grooming him to be
the next Prime Minister, Ad-
vani laughed saying, “If a per-
son grooms someone for this
purpose then he does it of a
person who is much younger,
not someone who is in his 70s. I
am 75 and he is 77. We would
like to groom the younger gen-
eration.”

Advani said when Vajpayee
mentioned about this to him.
he said the country would like
him (Vajpayee) to lead the na-
tion for many more vears, “I
am sure he will not disappoint
me,” he said.

Meanwhile, Advani's eleva-
tion as Deputy Prime Minister
today received approval of all
key NDA allies and ATADMEK
chief Jayalalithiaa.

TDP chief N Chandrbabu
Naidu called Advani and teld
him that with his (Advani’s)
vast experience as “an able ad-
ministrator and a veteran par-
liamentarian, he would prove
to be one of the most siiccessful
deputy prime ministers of the
country.” Jayalalitha, the first
non-NDA leader to welcome
Advani’s elevation, wished him
many more years of service to
the nation and success in all
his activities.

PTI

ry

A file photograph of LK Advani embracing Atal Bihari Vajpayee after succeed
i

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 30

L K ADVANI, who was appoint-
ed the country’s seventh Deputy
Prime Minister vesterday, has
asked Cabinet Secretary T R
Prasad to update him on how
his predecessors in the post
functioned within the ambit of
thr Rnles of Business.

.-ani, who still holds the
Home portfolio, asked Prasad to
dig out past records because the
new post given to him has no
constitutional force. Advani’s
move, sources said, is only to en-
sure that he functions within
rules. His objective in seeking
the Cabinet Secretary's advice
is to post himself on past prece-
dence.

0ld files and Rules of Busi-
ness contain “valuable” guide-

lines. They would give Advani
an idea about how the Rules of
Business have changed over the
vears, especially when min-
istries were merged or leaders
appointed as Deputy PM.

Meanwhile, in an interview
to a private television channel,
Advani scoffed at reports that
his elevation as Deputy PM was
a move to succeed Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee. “It
should not be seen as paving the
way for a successor to Vajpayee
as hoth of us are of the same
age group. It is the party’s view
that Vajpayee should lead the
BJP in the next general elec-
tions too,” he said.

Advani said he felt the ap-
pointment mlght have been
made with a view to dispelling
any rumours in the media about
differences with Vajpayee.

When asked whether his ap-
pointment will find favour with
NDA allies given his hardline
image, he said he had been
working with the allies for over
four years. “I have been accept-
ed by them and no new situation
will arise as a result of this ap-
pointment, which was made af-
ter due consultation with the at-
lies,” he asserted.

A day after his elevation as
Deputy PM, Advani received a
slew of congratulatory mes-
sages. Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter J Javalalithaa wished him
“many more years of good
health and service to the nation
and success in all his aetivi-
ties”. Railways Minister Nitish
Kumar said Advani's elevation
was a welcome step. Haryana
Chief Minister and Indian Na-
tional Lok Dal chief Om

y PM careful not to exceed brlef

Prakash Chautala also called on
Advani today to congratulate
him.

¢ Gujarat  Chief  Minister
Narendra Modi and all MPs
from the State also sent int their
rongratulatory messages. De-
teribing Advani’s appointment
as an “honour” for Gujarat,
Modi said after Sardar Ballavh-
hai Patel and Morarjee Desal,
Advani was the third person
from the State to be made
Deputy PM.

The RSS did not see the need
to comment on Advani's ap-
pointment, but the organisa-
tion’s  media coordinator
Kishore Kanrt said at Kuruk-
shetra that it was for the PM to
decide which portfolio should
be allocated to whom and this
was hot an issue that demanded
any reaction.
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with Atal

ing the latter as party president in 1996,

Thakur loyalists attack Patna office

Patna, June 30

HOURS BEFORE C P Thakur
resigned as Union Health and
Family Welfare DMinister,
about 100 of his supporters
ransacked the Bihar BJP of-
fice in Patna on Sunday, pro-
voked by rumours that their
leader had been sacked.

The slogan-shouting sup-
porters of Thakur invaded
the party office in the after-
noonh and destroved the furni-
ture and other belongings,
BJP office sources here said.

Thakur condemned the vio-
lence. “1 have heard through
the TV channels about hooli-
ganism in the BJP office at
Patna, Such incidence is high-
iv condemnable,” he said.Say-
ing that party was above any
individual, Thakur said, “Tap-

should he honoured”.
Thakur’s supporters, how-
ever, accused the State party
leadership of conniving with
forces opposed to Thalkur and
launching a campaign for his
ouster from the Central Cabi-
net. After ransacking the par-
ty office, they went to the Pat-
na station junction and tried
to stall movement of trains.
Sources at the Pama GRP
confirtmed that the profesters
tried to disrupt movement of
trains. Security has been
tightened ih and around the
Patna junction to prevent dis-
ruption of trains. Thakur's
supporters reached the junc-
tion just after Railway Minis-
ter, Nitish BKumar, had Jeft af-
ter inaugurating a new look
Patna junction and flagging
off the Patna-Indore Weekly
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PM begms"talks on reshuffle

B) Neena Vyas | °

iy
NEW DELHI, JUNE 25, A' crucial
round of discussions began to-

day between the Prime Minis-

. ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, the
. Union Home Minister, L.K.Ad-

vani, and the Bharatiya Janata
Party president, Jana Krishna-
murthi, on revamping the parcy
through the induction of some
leaders who are currently in the
Counci} of Ministers.

A decision on major changes

; in the party had been raken in
- April just before the Gou nation-

ai executive committee mect-

ling.

Mr. Advani had stated cate-
gorically at the executive on
April 13 that “some people from
the Government would go to

; the party and some in the party

could go to the Government.
The Prime Minister and ¢the par-

Iy president will discuss this

and take a decision.”
Major changes were expected

" in May, but for one reason or

the nther, these had been put
off. Now the view among several
party leaders is that these
changes could take place in tan-
dem with the proposed Cabinet
re-shuffle by  the  Prime

. Minister,

The three or four Ministers
whose names are being men

tioned among t.fl se who may
be asked to work m{the party are
Pramod Mahajarl, Venkaiah
Naidu, Sushma Swaraj and
Arun Jaitley., But this will be
contingent on the Prime Minis-
ter’s thinking on a Cabinet re-
shuftle.

BJP leaders say that the entire
exercise aims at giving the party

as well as the Gofernment a
new look, considered essential
at a time when it has o prepare
for the Assembly eléctions in 10
States next year and the Lok
Sabha election the vear after.
Official sources; confirmed
that the meeting at the Prime
Minister's residence took place
in several phases. After the ini-

—ure LINDD

9 7M1

tial meeting between Mr. Vaj-
payee, Mr. Advani and My
Krishnamurchi, Mr. Mahajan
and the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh, joined in.
Still later. the Samata Party
leader and Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, took part in
the meeting. The consultations
could spill over to tomorrow.
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NEW DELHI, June 25. — The Centre
today allowed 26 per cent foreign direct
investment in the news and current affairs
sector and 74 per cent in the non-news
category that includes technical, scientific
and special journals, ignoring the
opposition of some BJP ministers.

The liberal Mr Yashwant
Sinha and hardliner Miss
Uma Bharati opposed the
proposal but apparently
fell in line afier the infor-
mation and broadcasting
minister clarified the
government’s  position.

M 26 per cent FDI in” news
and current affairs publica-.
tions but an Indian share.-
holder would have " to have

FDIm
media

For security reasons, the Centre will check
the credentials of each foreign investor. I&B
officials said the Foreign Ihvesiment
Promotion Board’s clearance would be
required for FDIs and 1&B ministry’s for
other foreign investments. i

While Miss Bharati’s opposition was
expected, Mr Sinha’s stand surprised many.
He is the most aggressive spokesman of the
government’s liberalisation policy and had
opened up the iinsurance
sector despite opposition
from the RSS.

Some of his critics
sought to know jf his opp-
osition was “genuine” or
he was trying to impress
the Sangh Parivar that was

Several other ministers, - more thanthat - = “instrumental” in making
though reportedly opposed & -74 per cent FDI in non-  him finance mipister. He
to the proposal, didn’'t news and current affaits pub- was a champion of

speak against it for fear of
rubbing the Prime Minister
on the wrong side before
the imminent ministry
reshuffle.

Tications, ‘primarily technical,
-scjentific and . speciality jour-

® Three-fourths of the board
of directors and staff have to

swadeshi befor¢ the BIP
came to power. ,

Today, he dpoke for
about three | minutes
against the proposal and

Mrs Sushma Swaraj said  be Indians - N advocated  safeguards,
certain safeguards would -8 Keypostsinthe publication, sourcessaid. Miss Bharati
be taken before opening ‘incloding that of editor, wounld  spoke for fivd minutes
the news and current ~and argued, like RSS's

affairs to FDI. The
decisions, however, don’t
apply to news agencies.
Though a foreign player would be allowed
26 per cent, an Indian shareholder in a firm
with 26 per cent foreign equity would have
more say in the company’s' affairs.- Mrs
Swaraj’s ministry will have to clear the
proposal of changing the holding pattern,
Editorial conirol, equally significantly, will
remain in Indian hands. So, 75 per cent of
the editorial staff will have to be Indian. All
key posts {the government is yet to clarify
these positions) will be held by Indians,
including the editor’s post. Three-fourths of
the directors will have to be resident Indians.

-have to be held by Indians.

Swadeshi Jagran Manch,
that allowing FDI in the
media could endanger India’s. |

The RSS deputy spokespersor], Mr Ram.
Madhav, said his outfit was surprised that.
those who advocated “unfetterad liberali--

sation” and “berated us as rgtrograde”.
were opposing the move. “Suddenly those.
who attacked Indian culture have become.

great champions of Indian culure.” The
RSS, however, will make its stand clear
after the Kurukshetra meeting in' June-end.
Mrs Swaraj, who met several Cabinet
officials yesterday evening, described the

Turn to page 6
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~FDI OKAYED;

AY
decision as “very logical and timely”. If FDI could be
allowed in broadcasting, she argued. it should be
allowed in the print media as well. She recalled that
manufacturing was the first sector to he opened up.
This was followed by the services s%tu .Now, it’s the
turn of the media. _ {f 145 _

On the Parivar’s objections, the ministgr s4id certain
members were present in the Cabinet and approved of
the decision. On the possibility of raisingjthe cap of 26
per cent in news and current affairs 10 49 or 51 per
cent, she said: “Let us see this first. One has to be
careful about opening up after a total prohibition.”

Defending the 26 per cap, significantly less than
broadcasting, she said different areas had to have
different policies. N

The BIP refused to comment on the decision.
though its economic cell convener and member ofthe
Prime Minister's economic advisory council, Mr
Jagdish Shettigar, welcomed the move and sugg(_:sted
a regulatory mechanism to safeguard national
interests. He argued that opening the print media to
EDI would “improve the quality and ensure better

services for working journalists”. BJP spokesman Mr
Sunil Shashtri said the party would come out with A
detaijled reaction tomorrow.

Opp reaction: The Congress and CPI condem ned the
decision. The CPI said the decision means that “views

and news that aren’t in tune with our national - .

interests will find space in our print media... 1n the
present international and national situation it'll be
extremely harmful”.
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Cabinet to debate FDI

ban in prlnt medma
' é t’ ’Zﬁia

Ty

June 24, — For the second tlmz in tv:% months, a controverszal pro-
sosal to partially lift the ban on foreign direct investmént in the
arint media is likely to be placed before the Union Cabinet shortly.

The note regarding the FDI ban issue has already been girculated

o Cabinet ministers ahead of the Cabinet mecting. The proposals
his time appear to be very similar to the ones placed before the
Cahinet on 24 April. The Information and Broadcasting ministry
vanted FDI in rechnical, scientific and speciality magazines, period-
cals and journals to be lifted. The FDI amount was fixed at 74 per
ent as is the case now.

This proposal, the third after the onc in October 2001 dnd April
2002, said implementation will be a continuous process not resiric-
ted to any prescribed time framc. The previous note had made sim-
ilar prescriptions. The proposal argues a partral opening-up would
be bencficial.

However the media and the political establishment remains
strongly divided on the issue. The note quotes the standing commit-
tee on IT saying it favours publication of forcign, scientific and tech-
nical magazines, but.many leading political parties oppose the deci-
sion while others favour it.

After the cabinet meeting on 24 April. Mr Pramod Mahajan,
spoke about reconsidering the entire print media policy, and not just
lifting the ban on scientific, technical and other speciality Jubjects.
But this time arcund, there is no proposal to have FDI in news and
current affairs publications.

Cabinet on CAT: The Centre’s proposal to close down the Ceniral
Administrative Tribunal and their equivalents in the state is likely to
be discussed by the Union Cabinet romorrow.

The issue, which could affect thousands of cases of government of-
ficials, was on the agenda tast weck but could not be discussed be-
cause of lack of time, The Centre wishes to close down these tribunals
for government officials, and transfer these cases to the High!Courts
or a forum attached to the High Courts. The decision has beer on the
anvil for a while, particularly after the L Chandrakumar casé in the
Supreme Courl. The apex court said all tribunal cases shauld be
moved to the High Courts and not directly to the Supreme Caurt.
Ordinance on recovery of debts: Mr KR Narayanan has promulgated
an ordinance on the securitisation and reconstruction of finangial as-
sets and enforcement of security interest. This will allow banks and fi-
nancial institutions to recover their debts from defaulters without ma-

. Srinjoy Chowdhury

jor problems, The Ordinance is based on the recommendationsof the
Narasimham Committee and the Andhyarujina Committee reports.
These reports called for a new law for regulation of securitisation and

reconstruction of financial assets. While debt recoverics have gone up
t Rs 2,153 crores during 200102, from Rs 1,185 crores the year be-
fore, there is stifl Rs 1,10,000 crores waiting 10 be recovered.

The Union budget is only four times the debt waiting 1o be recov-
ered. So, the Centre and the RBI have advised banks and financial
institutions to recover dues by evolving and implementing a policy
through the Settlement Advisory Commitice. The banks have been
advised to use Lok Adalais to seltleAfisputes. The Cabinet had
cleared the policy on 18 June. /
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"/C;O\/T NOT CONSIDERING APHC PROPOSALS'

Fernande

says he was
mlsquoted

’Statesman Naws Sewm

JAMMU/ NEW DELHY, June 21. — Mr
George Fernandes categorically said today
that the Centre was not considering any
proposal made by the Hutriyat Confer-
ence. This was in sharp contrast to the de-
fence minister’s statement yesterday that
the Centre would look into Hurrivat's pro-
posals. He had said so at the inaugural
function of Kashmir Vi-
sion 2020 in Srinagar.

“I was misquoted yes-
terday when some re-

No genuine desire
for talks: Delhi

V%) q U\/_}_—
manenﬂy stopped. “We are ftill waiting
for its permanent stop,” he said.

He appears to have once a$a1n jumped
the gun when reacting to the APHC pro-
posal on brokering a ceasefire fn J&K

The APHC leadership had op Wednesday
proposed a visit to Pakistan [to broker a
ceasefire with the mujahideen jn PoK. In re-
sponse to this, Mir Fernandes sgid: “Is par so-
cha ja sakta bai aur is par sochaljayega (1t can
be considered and it will be copsidered).”

Sources: reduced Mr
Fernanded's statement
as a basel¢ss remark —
“li a minjster makes a

porters consistently comment| lke this, it
asked me about the pro- . doesn’t miean that the
posals made by the Hur- NEW DELHL June 21. —~ India  governmefut’s stand has
riyat Conference. As  today accused Pakistan of showing chdnged . Considera-

there was a sea of visi-
tors  and  journabists,
amid much noise 1 re-
plied if there were such
proposals, the Centre
could consider those.
However. 1 never said
the government was con-
side -2 “hose prov s
als.” iy rernandes said
at a press conference in
Jammu this evening.

Assetting that thC Len-
tre has no plan for talks
with the Hurrivat leader-
ship, he said the Centre
had sent its interlocutor Mr KC Pant for
talks with the Hurriyat, “but its leadership
had rejected the offer and did not come for-
ward for discussion with Mr Pant™.

Regarding infiltration, he said it had
come down in the past few days to the ex-
tent that there was po report of any fresh
incursions. But, there was no plan for im-
mediate withdrawal of troops.

Asked if there was any possibility of In-
dia-Pakistan talks, he saigAGeneral Mush-
arraf had conveyed to the government that

)nﬁltration would be ompletely and per-

\

nao “genuine desire” for tatks and
reconciliation of outstanding iss-
ues. “Pakisfan refuses to formu-
late a seridus vision for peace in
our region. What we see is the
same tired worn-out rhétoric from
the Pakistani establishment,” the
foreign ministry spokesperson,
Mrs Niruparaa Rao, said.

She was commenting on the
Pakistani religious affairs minis-
ter’s reported remark that the
separatist movement in Kashmir
was indigenous and Dethi was
tiying to suppress it. -— SN§

tion in India has a differ-
ent conngtation... A pro-
posal can be considered,
but turnedd down later. ”
Seniot policy-makers
feel that it is “absurd”
to even|think that the
Centre might consider
sending|a Hurriyat det-
egation|to Pakistan. ~I{
the Hurriyat leaders
are really keen to per-
suade the mujahideen
to drog| their guns, they
can do o even from the
Vallev,] an official said.
This is not the first time thut the Hur-
riyat has made such a preposal. The Cen-
tre’s open stand has beeq that, firstly, it is
rat necessary for the amalpgam leaders to
visit Pakistan if this is their “sole purpo-
se”, Secondly, APHC members in their in-
dividual capacity could' visit Pakistan if
that country granted them visas, The in-
sistence on “individual capacity” flows
from the government not deeming the
APHC a credible body to be termed as
representative of the Kbshmlm

;  Turn to page 2/
|
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HTC and Agencies -~
Srinagar; June 20 T
THE CENTRE might consider ac-
cepting the All Parties Hurrivat Con-
ference offer to broker a ceasefire be-
tween Indian security foreces and
militants in Jammu and Kashmir.

“Is par socha ja sakta hai aur is
par socha javega {it (the offer) can
be considered and we will consider
it],” DPefence Minister Gearge Fer-
nandes said here today at the SK In-
ternational Conventional Complex.

Fernandes is in Jammu and
Kashmir for a business and invest-
ment summit called Kashmir Vi-
sion 2020, Yesterday, Hurrivat chair-
man Abdul Ghani Bhat had sought
New Delhi's permission for a dele-
gation to visif Pakistan to speak to
the separatist leaders there. The
Hurrivat's terms for deal: once the
militants agree to hold fire, the Gav-
ernment will have 1o send the Army
back to the barracks.

Thelast fime the Hurriyvat made a

W

George Fernandes

similar offer — in November 2000 —
negotiations collapsed over a dis-
agreement on including Jamat-e-Is-
lami hardliner Syed All Shah Gee-
lani in the team for Pakistan. Gee-
iani is in prison now, awaiting triai
on Pota charges,

Today, the Defence Minister said
again that infiltration from across
the Line of Control (LoC) had “al-
most ended”. Whatever little incur-
sion irom Pakistan-occnpied Kash-

Delhi open to Hurrlyat offer

S o

m1r {PoK) was taking place, would
stop soon, he said.

The troops massed an the bor-
ders, however, wouid not be demo-
bilised immediately. “We will have
ta wait,” Fernandes said. “Past ex-
perience teaches us to wait.” The

- ground situation in Kashmir was
; yet to change substantially, and ter-
rorists already inside Indian con-

trolled tferritory were continuing
their activities, he said.

According to Fernandes, despite
the plug on infiltration, “mobile”
terrorist training camps were still
operational in PoK.

“Before September 11, militants
had strongly established camps, but
now these are shifted from one place
to another,” he said.

Fernandes said members of
Osama bin Laden's al-Qaida and
Afghan Taliban were active in Pok.
“These are not mere reports, but
guite the truth,” The Government,
he said, had credible proot of this,
he added.
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Mumbai: The decision of
the Peasants and Workers
Party (PWP) to abstain from
voting during the trial of
strength in the state legigla-
tive assembly on Thursday
has brought some cheer to
the Congress-led Democratic
Front cealitich.

‘The PWP’s move, which
was ratified at a meeting of
the party’s secretariat coun-
cil in Mumbai on Wednesday,

CUHTAIN CALL
. Parties hacking the DF govt
. & Congress
@ NCP
£ Bharatiya Republican Party
% CPM
% Janata Dal (Secular)

ake 1

tively reduced to 281, With the
PWPE choosing to abstain
from voting. the house will
have five fewer MLAs. This
will help the DF govermmnent
to scrape through,” a sehior
¥ minister told this newspa-
per on Wednesday.

The Shiv Sena-BJP com-
hine, however, seemed unde-
terred by the PWP's decigion.
“We will defeat the DF gov-
ernment under any circume*
stances. We are prepared to
send this government pack-

e, ing into ablivien,”
i senior BJP leader
¢ Gopinath  Munde
: told  mediapersons
74 al the state BJP of-

i fice.
02 . M Munde lashed
; outatspeaker of the
. legislative assembly

| & Native Peoples' Party (Pappu Kalani) ™ Arun Gujarathi for.

. & Independents
. %W RP{ (Gavai}
Total
;  Parties opposing the govt
& Shiv Sena
i BJP
& Independents
. 4 Gondwana People's Party
¢ & Samajwadi Janata Party
BRF (Rebel)
4D (S} Rebel
Total
¢ Neutral Party
L% PWP
Defector MLAs facing
disqualification

g-if . going “out of his|
144 - wav" to protect the
DF governmert.

- “The manner in
6% ° which Mr Gujarathi
56 | has beenconducting
05 ¢ the disqualification
0 proceedings is high-
OT: 1y dubicus. 7The
o1 speaker is blatantly

0 ! partisan.” My

134 © \unde said.
: The Congress
95§ paeplan, Mr
¢ Munde alleged, was

05 to dissolve the leg-

¢ It five MLAs are disqualified and the PWP stays | is]ative assembly as
* neutral, then the effective strength of the 288~ © 116 arty was eager

member house drops to 275, The government
needs 138 votes to stay in power

dovetails with the ruling DN's
strategy, which hinges on the
possible disqualification of
eight defecting DF MLAs, in-
cluding five belonging to the
Sharad Pawar-led Naticnalist
Congress Party. “If the speak-
er should disqualify the eight
MILAs who have withdrawn
support to the Vilasrao Desh-
mukh  government, the
strength of the 289-member
legislative assembly (includ-
ing the Speaker) will be effec-

i to contest the next
' election minus its

ally, the NCP “But
we will not let this happen,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Mr Gujarathi
will burn the midnight oil on
Wednesday to dictate the his-
toric judgment on the seven
cases brought before him un-
der the anti-defection law for
disqualification of MLAs, He
will deliver his judgement at
8 a.m. in the Vidhan Bhavan.
The state assembly will meet
at 13 a.m. to decide the fate of
the DF government.
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" MECHANISM FOR FORTNIGHTLY REVISION

Petrol,

By Sushma Ramachandran

NEW DELHL, JUNE 3. The Govern-
ment today announced a price
rise of about Rs. 250 a litre of
petrol and Rs. 1.50 a litre of die-
sel while teducing the excise
duties by two per cent on the
- products.
Simulraneously, a mecha-
. nism has heen set in place for
regular Torinightly revision of
prices by the uil companies
i along with a guarterly review of
“excise dudes by lhe Govern-
cment io check “excessive vola-
il ,
¢ This mechanism was aimed
i at protecting the domestic con-
! sumers from the volatility of the
| international inarkets.
. The hike which comes inte
; effect midnight wnight brings
¢ the rates in Delhd to Rs. 28.94 a
 litre for petrol and Hs, s, 17.99
. a titve for diesel. In Chennai, the
i perrol price will be Rs. 31.05 2
s litre and diesel price will be Hs.
19.63 a litre.
. The Petroleum Minister, Ram
i Naik, said the increase way
“meant 10 offser the financial
burden being faced by the ol
companies due 1o the $ 5 a bar-
vel rise in the world crude oil
prices since February.

‘The burden of Rs. 2000 crores
in April and May was barne af-
ter the formal dismanthing of
the administered pricing mech-

diesjcel prices up ‘

&19'\' AL

Existing

PETROL

DIESEL

per ilre.

anism (APM).

The companics have bheen
acdvised not 1o raise the prices
for three months after the APM
withdrawal.

As the companies had agreed
to this discipline despiie the fis-
cal strain, he said, the Finance
Ministry bas decided to cam-
pensate the oil companies.

This could be in the form of
cash or bonds, but these maod-
alities wete vet to he worked
out. Mr. Naik described the re-
cent hardening of world prices

LR

Indicative
7 retall
prices of
petrol and

diesel

Graphics by Varghese Kahada

as excess volatility. The prices
rose by 25 per cent from § 20 1o
§ 25 a barrel of crade ait aver a
three-month period.

The two per cent cut in excise
duties meant that the duty on
diesel falls from 16 w 14 per
cent and on petrat from 32 to 30
per cent.

*® This was a “revenue netitral”
decision as the revenue collec-
tiens had risen substantially
due to the higher oil prices.
Decontrol in place: Page 18
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_ANords No Longer Matter; Time Now For Some Serious Action In J&K

RIME MINISTER Atal Be-
P hari Vajpayee on Thursday

outlined a series of steps
aimed at the development of ter-
rorism-hit Jammu and Kashinir
as he announced a Rs 6,165 crore
comprehensive package covering
agriculiure, Tail, road improve-
ment, border development and
security.

winding up his three-day visit
to the statc amid heightening
tension on the border with Pak-
istan, Mr Vajpavee said thrust will
be laid vn a generation of new
employment opporiunities for
the vouth of the state and relict
tormigrans aftected by mititancy
and cross-horder shelfing,

He said the much-delaved
287-km  Udhampur-Baramulla
railline will be completed within
five years at a cost of Rs 3,600
crore to help speed up the socio-
cconomic development and pro-
miote national integration besides
India‘s security infrastructure.

“The first rrain will rof! into the
Kashmir Valley before August 15,
2007," Mr Vajpayee said.

In an etfort 10 strengthen the
security grid, he announced that
two Indiz Reserve Baralions
(1RB) will be raised over the nexi
two years at a cost of Rs 26 crore
and a provision ol Rs 5 crore will
be made over five years furbetter
training and weaponry for the
Jammu and Kashmir volunteer
force (el v group of special police

PM unveils Rs 6,165-cr

Srinagar 7 /
Sy g €

TaLkaTHON: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaipayedreses a

press conference in Srinagar on Thursday as defence minister
George Fernandes looks on. — AFP

officers}. Rs 25 crare will be pro-
vided over the next five vears for
incentive schemes for 4,000 po-
lice personnel who are members
of the Special Operations Group
(50G), he said, adding that the
government has decided to in-
crease the ex-gralia payable to
the next of kin of each SPO killed
i action against terrorists from
Rs1.23lakhtoRs 2 lakh.
Appredating the role of village
defence committees in counter-
ing terrorism and infiliration, Mr
Vajpayee said they would be pro-
vided with better weaponry and
higher allowances on selective
basis. Rs & crore will be provided
for welfare fund of the J&K police
this year to upgrade police hospi-
walstotreat those wounded inter-

rorist attacks, estallishment of re«
habilitation centres for widows of
personnet killed by terrorists and
schoals for nrphans of personnel

killed by terrorisis. Mr Vajpaveg |

said the textiles ministry will pro-
vide Rs 70 crore over five vearsto
develop  state handicrafls and

sericuliure. “The programme will

also focus  on revival of exs
portable tweed and Kashmir's fa-
maus Kani shawl,” he said.

In the agriculture sector, he

announced Rs 100 crore fortechi

nelogy mission horticulwre, for
apples and waluuts and Rs 10D
crore for eco-restoration of de-
graded catchments  of  the
Chenab, Thelum and the Shiva-

liks using participatory water-

shed approach over five years.

package

India rejects
Pervez
statement

New Dethi

3 WAY

INDIA, on Thursday night, dis-
missed Pakistan President Per-
I vez Musharrat's statement that
J he would not allow his country’s
soil 1o be used for terrorism, say-
ing it was merely a repetition of
his January 1 2 assurances which
hiad not heen translated into ac-
- tion.

“The statement is no different
front the one issted on Jaruary
12 andsubsequent clarifications.
Tt is just the same,” external af-
fairs minister Jaswant Singh teld
reporters after an hour-jong
mecting of the Cabinet cormmit-
tee on security, presided overby
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee.

“We go by examples of con-
duca. Similar assurances were
l‘ givenearlieralso. We wish Lo see

it ranslated into action,” he said.
— PT1
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war, Pak si;

WHERE WE
STAND

The staps takgn by the gavernment
sinte the December 13 atfack on
Parliament ara those usually
prascribad for & full-scale war.

A checklist follows

_ARMED FORCES

G eArmy mobifisation:

. Done. Completed by
January 11 unger
= (peration

Parakram No [eave
to Soldiers except for
personal emergencies.
Headguartars staff
not yet posted out, but
command and tactical
; headquarters maved
to operational locations

[fsAir force alert: Done. 1AF put in
i APM (adopt precautionary
(. measures) mode

H

i «Navy alert: Largely done.

© Western Command fieet being
augmentzd. Five warships from
Eastern Command asked to report
i Flag Officer Comrmanding,
Western Naval Command. A
destroyer, a frigate and three
missite corvettes will reach the
Arabian Sea within a week

«Unified command execution:
Almost done. BSF and CRPF in
border areas ordered to report 1o
the army. Coast guard asked to
report to the navy

»Missile assets: Army's 333
missile group deployed

«General mobilisation: Not yet
done. This can be ardered with an
afficial decfaration that the
country is in a “state of war",
Announcements can be made on
radio/elevision, ordering service
personngl to hattle stations and
asking civilian authorities 1o
implement standard operating
procedures for rear area security

«Air defence:
Artillery batteries
alerted and initial
movement begun,
Anti-aircraft
hatteries could  #
be deploved to 4
guard Y
installations in
the capital and the metros,
al airpons, ports and in VIP areas

»{ivil defencs: Rehearsals like
hiackouts on the drawing board

*War effort requisition; Trains
used for mabifisation. Givilian
aircraft not sought till now.
Merchant vessels asked to report
pasitions {0 the navy

#Border closure; Not done
+nternal omargency: Not imposed

sExternal affort: Repeated visits
by {ndian emissarias since
December to mobilise worid
opinion
Cempied by Sujan Dutta, Graphic: AAJ

After addressing jawans in Kupwara, AB Vajpayee looks through a pair of binoculars seized” from militants, {PTDH

Time for ‘decisive battle’

OURBUREAU

New Delhi, May 22: India today
indicated that it had virtually
reached the point of no returnas
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj
payee told front-line {roops that
the time had come for a *decisive
battie”,

He characterised Pakistan as
the enemy state that needed to be
effectively countered,

“a war is being imposed on
us, We will fight that war and we
will emerge victorious. Let there
be no doubt about it in anyone's
mind,” Vajpayee said in a speech
dripping determination.

He urged the armed forces to
be “ready for sacrifice” in pursu-
it of victory. The Prime Minister
was addressing front-line troops
nexttothe Line of Controlin Ku-
pwara in Jammu and Kashmir.

Vajpayee was at pains to
imbue his visit to the front with a
special meaning. He said it was
immaterial whether India’s
neighbour (Pakistan) or the in-
ternational community under-
stood the significance of his
visit. What maitered was that
India was poised to write “a new
victorious chapter in its history.
There can be no doubt about it”,
agrim Vajpayee declared.

The Prime Minister claimed
that the world knew that “India
was being wronged”. However,
he said, no one was willing to
come out openly even though

their opinion was in India’s fav-
our. “We will have to protect our-
selves and we areready for that.”

India will not keep on strefch-
ing ifs limits of tolerance, the
Prime Minister asserted. “Let
not anyone think that there is no
limit to our tolerance. Let not
anyone think that we are not
alert.”

Vajpayee openly charac-
terised Pakistan as an “enemy
state” which had refused to give
up its animosity towards [ndia
despite several attempts to talk
peace with it,

Referring to his Lahore visit,
Vajpavee said Pakistan used
“stealth and deception™ in Kar-
gil even when India wastryingto
develop “brotherly relations™.
He said the enemy lost decisively
in Kargil and now a “proxy war”
had been imposed on India.

The Prime Minister said mer-
cenaries and jihadis were sent to
fight in Kashmir with the prom-
ise of heaven after death. “Thev
do not fight a war, They kill inho-
cents,” he said.

Referring to the barbarid
killing of the family members of

The time has corne to wage
a decisive battle against
cross-border terrorism

ABVAIPAYEE

[]ndian soldiers posted at the bor- ||
der, an angry Prime Minister
asked: "“What kind of a war isit
in which women, and children
are targeted, where children are
snatched from the laps of their
mothers and murdered? What is
this animosity with children®
Yet, we have had to see this hap-
pening in our own country”

Such “barbarism” was achal-
lenge to India and “we have ac-
cepted this challenge™, he said,

The Prime Minister praised
the armed forces for time and
again fulfilling successfully
their responsibility to protect
the nation.,

“We are being tested again. 1
have confidence in you, our sal-
diers and the 100 crore people of
India wheo ztand behind vou as
another line of defence. They,
o0, will fight for your victory in
war. We must work towards
victory and for that we should
be ready to sacrifice (our lives)—
because the time has come
new for a decisive battle. May
we be victorious in that battle,”
he said.

Earlier., Vajpayee noted that
emotions were running high in
the country. Both he and defence
minister George Fernandes
were constantly being gues-
tioned by the peaple about w
they were planning to
said, indicating thaz
could be found in
front line.
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onals retreat

FROM IDREES BAKHTIAR

Islamabad, May 22: Amid
mounting international
pressure and signals of war
from across the border, Pak-
istan appears to have decided
to check infiltration of mili-
tants into Kashmir.

A statement issued after a
joint session of the National
Security Council and the Cabi-
net said: “The government will
not allow the territory of Pak-
istan or any territory whose de-
fence is the responsibility of
Pakistan to be used for any ter-
rorist activity anywhere in the
world.”

This, some observers said, is
an obvious reference to a deci-
sion to stop infiltration, which
India has been demanding if a
conflict were to be avoided.

Analysis read the description
“any territory whose defence is
the responsibility of Pakistan™
as meaning Kashmir on the Pak-
istani side of the Line of Con-
trol.

In his January 12 speech,
President Pervez Musharraf
had said he would not allow ter-
rorist activity from Pakistani
soil. But today's statement sug-
gests the first public commit-
ment not to permit such activity
from the part of Kashmir Fak-
istan controls.

It may be too early to say if
the assurance wiil avert a con-
flict, but it will give New Delhi

something to chew on and buy
Musharraf time, easing the
pressure from the US,

The development came on a
day Prime Minister Ata} Bihari
Vajpayee declared that the time
had come for a “decisive battle”.
Reacting to the threat, Islam-
abad said: “The Indian leader-
ship should desist from such bla-
tant war-mongering and instead
focus on addressing their inter-
nal problems.”

Apart from holding the Cabi-
net and security council meet-
ing, Musharraf today briefed
senior journalists and editors on
the sitnation on the border. Dur-
ing the discussion, sources said,
indications were that the deci-
sion to stop “infiltration™ had al-
ready been taken, though it was
not spelt out in clear ferms.

The impression given was
that the only way of easing the
tension was preventing
infiltration. Some of the partici-
pants felt the US and Britain had
told Pakistan that “if infiltration
is stopped, they would know
immediately”. Musharraf, the
sources said, believes it.

The Daily Telegraph, the
British newspaper, pubiished a
report today, giving a vivid pic-
ture of how small groups of mili-
tants trained in Pakistan are
being sent to Kashmir night
after night.

The Musharraf administra-
tion's statement also “‘reiterated
that no grganisation in Pakistan

will be allowed to indulge in ter-
rorism in the name of Kashmir”.

It must be kept in mind tho-
ugh that Musharraf had prom-
ised in his January 12 speech to
crack down on militancy India
accuses him of not doing enough
to stop militancy and says new
terrorist training camps have
come up with al Qaida and Tal-

iban members.

Today’s meeting reaffirmed
that Pakistan would continue to
extend moral, political and dip-
lomatic support to the struggle
of the people of Jammu and Ka-
shmir for the realisation of their
right to self-determination.

It agreed that all differences,
including the core issue of Kash-
mir, should be resolved through
talks or other peaceful means. In
this context, the meeting stres-
sed the heed for a comprehetisive
dialogue between the two sides.

Condemning the assassina-
tion of Kashmiri leader Abdul
Gani Lone, the meeting con-
veyed its condolences to the ag-
grieved family and called for an

impartial inguiry.

In a move thét may be constr-
ued as an indication that the in-
ternational community does not
see Pakistan as a safe place for
its officials, the British gov-
ernment today decided to pull
out around 150 of its diplomatic
staff from Islamabad, Karachi
and Lahore. The US had taken a

similar step earlier.
®See Pages 4,688
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Vl: war on terror

Rhetoric is no substltute for a strategy, Sonia tells BJP

e
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 17

THE GOVERNMENT sought
— and won — the Opposition's
support for any response, mil-
itary or otherwise, against
Pakistan for Tuesday’s attack
in Jammu. Parliament was
united in saying India would
fight to finish Pakistan-spon-
sored terrotism in Jammu
and Kashmir.

The Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha adopted identical reso-
lutions on the last day of Par-
liament's budget session to
convey this message.

Even though the Oppositicn
was not satisfied with Home
Minister LK Advani's reply to
a the debate in the Lok Sabha,
it showed considerahble re-
straint and made it clear that
its immediate concern was to
strengthen the Governments
hands.

Nevertheless, it advised the
Government, and the BJP, to
replace rhetoric with action.
“Rhetorie is no substitute for
a sirategy,” said Leader of the
Opposition Sonia Gandhi. Ad-
vani praised the Opposition,
particularly Sonia Gandhi, for
setting the tone of the debate
by calling for unity of purpose
and action.

Advani said in both Houses
he could not reveal India's
plans for a response. But he
promised the Government
would act with purpose after
finalising its strategy in con-
sultation with defence offi-
cials.

Advani also said Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
would take Opposition leaders
into confidence and address
the nation on India's response.
A right decision will be taken
and you all will be informed.
No announcement can be

made from Parliament," he
said.

Asked by NDA allies and the
Opposition why terrorists
could not be stopped from car-
rying out such attacks, Advani
said, “We do it if we are able to
identify them. This year alone
we have eliminated 601 terror-
ists in intelligence-based oper-
ations.”

But the Opposition said
Tuesday's attack had exposed
the weakness of India's securi-
ty apparatus and the Govern-
ment had been found wanting
in its efforts to sensitise inter-
national opinion to India’s po-
sition.

One thing said clearly in the
Lok Sabha was that the US's
pledge to fight global terror
was hollow. All parties were
“deeply disappointed” that the
US, the leader of the interna-
tional coalition against terror-
isin, had done little to force

Pakistan to stop acts of terror-
ismin India and instead want-
ed New Delhi to exercise re-
straint.

Sonia Gandhi, and CPIM),
Samajwadi Party and Shiv Sena
leaders criticised the US. “We
are told that the war on global
terror is to be fought wherever
terrorism exists,” Sonia Gandhi
sajd."But so far we see thisas a
statement of intent and notasa
statemnent of facts.”

In his reply, Advani ac-
knowledged the Government
too was deeply disappointed
by Washington's failure to
pressure Pakistan to stop vio-
lence in J&K,

MPs were particularly up-
set at US Assistant Secretary
of State Christina Rocca’s
statement that India should
not be stubborn when actually
it was the victim of Pakistan-
sponsored terrvorism.

Mor¢ reports on Page 9
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‘We'll take action, Atal tells Bush

Opposruon backs Govt’s
firm stand on terrorism

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 15

A DAY after a terrorist strike
in Jammu left 31 dead, Presi-
dent George Bush got on the
line to Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpavee and told him he
shared India’s distress and out-
rage over the senseless
killings. A firm Vajpavee told
the US Head of State that he
was contemplating “appropri-
ate action” against those be-
hind the heinous crime.

Earlier in the daw, address-
ing the Lok Sabha, Vajpayee
was eqgually tough. As the
House stood one in its condem-
nation of the seemingly unend-
ing acts of cross-border terror-
ism, he said: “Iska pratikar
karna hoga (There hasto be a
remedy to this).” Foreign news
agencies immediately picked
up the statement and interpret-
ed it as a retaliation threat.
Subsequently, he clarified: “I
used the word pratikar, not
badla. T had meant response,
not revenge.”

The Prime Minister talked of
an all-party meeting to discuss
the problem of cross-border ter-
rorism. Leader of the Opposi-
tion Sonia Gandhi, on a tour of
Jammu, promptly backed the
Government’s initiative, say-
ing: “In the war against terror
the Government has our full
backing.” She described the
killers as “insaniyat kay dush-
man (enemies of humanity)”.

As the day’s events unfolded
and Defence Minister George
Fernandes rushed to
Kaluchak, where the militants
struck vesterday, the US Ad-
minjstration sent repeated
feelers of support to New Del-
hi. Assistant Secretary of State
Christina Rocea — heading off
to Islamabad from New Delhi
set the tone when she con-
demned the killings. A White
House spokesman foliowed suil

with another statement. Then,
President Bush himself got on
the line to the Prime Minister

As the tough-talking Indian
establishment added to the ris-
ing tension with their hard-hit-
ting statements, it seemed as if
the tenuous peace in the sub-
continent wag perilously close
to snapping. President Pervez
Musharraf rushed to deny any
hand in the Kaluchak inci-
dents and put his troops de-
ployed on his eastern borders
on high alert.

Echoes of the Indo-Pak
sabre-rattling were heard in
far-away Reykjavik. IS Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell
counselied restraint. Washing-
ton and Moscow, he said, would
jointly do everything to keep
tempers under control. But in
New Delhi, Foreign Office
spokesperson Nirupama Rao
made it clear that enough was
enough. “Tndia has taken a lot
of pain, but not any more.”

Coupled with the sharp
tongue-lashing New Delhi also
began lining up a series of
diplomatic measiires reminis-
cent of the post-December 13
steps. Among the steps under
consideration is u snapping of
the already downgraded diplo-
matic ties with Pakistan, for-
eign office sources said.

Elsewhere, Home Minister L
K Advani said he had convened
a high-power moeeting to take
stock of the situation. Ona vis-
it to Goa, he told reporters: “We
have made il amply clear to the
Pakistanis that there can be no
talks with them as long as they
keep stoking cross-border ter-
rorism. Pakistan is doggedly
pursing the path of terror”

1n Kaluchak, Fernandesona
facl-finding tour, kepl up the
shrill rhetoric. “Musharraf, it
seems, is training young peo-
ple o indulge in such acts.
What better can we expect
from Pakistan.™

Itis s (Pervez’s)
trained armed

BJP raises
pitch, doesn’t
rule out war

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 15

THE BJP today endorsed what-
ever action the Government
would take against Pakistan to
avenge the Jammu Killings. It
also lambasted the United States
for not taking the international
battle against terrorism beyond
Afghanistan to include Kashmir

BJP Parliamentary Party
spokesman VK Malhotra said In-
dia had the right to take appro-
priate action to respond to Tues-
day's attack. Asked if there was
a possibility of war, Malhotra
said, “We are demanding that
the Government take strong ac-
tion to deal with terrorism. A
war certainly cannot be ruled
out.”

Asked to comment on state-
ments by Defence Minister
George Fernandes and External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh,
both of whom have ruled out a
military conflict till the elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir
were over, Malhotra said, “How
can we rule out a war if Pak-
istan attacks India?”

He said it is an open secret
that Islamabad was helping fi-
dayeens to strike inside India.

Malhotra regretted that de-
spite its immense clout, the US
was not doing enough to force
Pakistan to stop helping terror-
ists.“America treats any violent
act west of Pakistan as serious,
but takes a lighter view of any
act committed east of that coun-
try,” he said. “There cannot be
distinctions in acts of terror-
ism.”

Justifying his party’s hard
line, Malhotra said even Prime
Minister Vajpayee had said that
steps would have to be taken to
counter terrorism.

b
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ajpayee growls but does not bark
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New Delhi/Srinagar, May 15:
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
YVajpavee today told Parlia-
nient his government would
“react™ appropriately to the
ierrorist strike near Jammu,
leading some to interpret his
statement as a threat to retai-
iate against Pakistan and se-
nding a ripple of paric thr-
ough the financial inarkets.

“Whatever happened is very
heinous,” he said. “Uska hame-
in pratikar karna hoga (We ne-
ed to take appropriate action).”

Vajpayee told President Geo-
rge W Bush much (he same th-
ing. If it is not really an indicat-
inn of lndia breaking out of its
current state of restraint and en-
gaging in an armed confrontat-
jon with Pakistan, the tough me-
seage emanating from Delhi is
sure to be conveyed by the US (o
President Pervez Musharraf.

US assistant secretary of
state Christina Rocea, who left
for Islamahad this afternoon,
iold the Pakistani leadership
that “infiltration must stop",

Some positive signals 1o satis-
fy India could come out of Pak-
istan in the next few days.
Lashkar-c-Toiba founder Hafiz
Mohammad Saeed was detained
today in what might be in-
terpreted as such an indication.
Al Mansoorian, the group that
claimed responsibility for ves-
terday’s attack on an army camp
and a hus, is 4 Lashkar offshoot.

Intervening in the Lok Sabha
amid demands from the Opposi-
tion and from within the ruling
National Democratic Alliance
for an adjournment motion on
the killing of 30 penple, includ-
ing soldiers and their wives and
children, Vajpavee said the gov.
ernment would lake steps to
“counter” such incidents,

Home minister L.X. Advani
has valled a meeting with de-
fence minister George Fernan-
des and top military officers to
formulate a response.

“The whole House is one that

hmuo s and we have to counter
it,” Vajpayee said. "This ques-
tign is not such that we have to
raise it on partisan lines, The
question of adjournment mo-
tion does nat arise,” he said and
offered to meet Opposition lead-
ers fo discuss the 1ssue with the
request that they do not disturb
question hour.

11 the hackdrop of 4 national
putrage over the Jammu inci-
dent, Vajpayee's comments were
read in sections of the media as
an expression of his govern-
ment’s desire to “retaliate”. But
an aide of the Prime Minister
was seen counselling journalists
that what the Prime Minister
meant was “react”.

But the damage had already
been done to market sentiment
with the rupee and stock prices

Bush calls PM

New Delhi, May 15: President
George W. Bush today called up
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee to condemn yvesterday’s
terrorist attack in Jammu in
the strongest possible terms
and expressed understanding
of India’s distress.

Bush did not mention the

word restraint even once in his
conversation with the Prime
Minister.

Vajpayee thanked the Amer-
ican President, but told him
India would have to take “ap-
propriate action” to deal with
the sitnation. Bush, South
Block officials said, even
showed understanding with
that pesition and pointed gut
that as a democratically-elect-
cd leader, Vajpayee would have
to do what is expected of him.

The call, made by Bush from
the White House at 6.15 ST
lasted five minutes,

Describing yesterday™s at-
tack as a “territving and outra-
peous”™ terrorist act, Bush said
he was “appalled at the inci-
dent”. He conveyed his condnle-

dropping in tandgem.

The BJP was much more
vocal than the Prime Minister as
it assailed the US for failing to
get Pakistan to stop cross-horder
lerrorism. If Pakistan persistec
with its help to terrorists, “a war
cannot be ruled out™. it said.

it demanded that the govern-
ment take stroug action ta deal
with terrorism. “War is ot
ruled ous but the decision ha: to
be taken by the governme::t,”
spokesman VK. Malhotra sa:d.

Defence minister George: Tm‘-

nandes has revealed the gover
ment’s mind in an interview to
The New York Times in which: he
said Delhi would not go to war
with Islamabad, whatever the’
provocation.

Although that interview was
given before the Jammu attack,
Fernandes’ assertion runs con-
trary to the government’s efforts
fo create an impression that
India’s patience with Pakistan is
running cut.

Fernandes said lndla had no
plans tolaunch a military attack
over the nextfew months against
Pakistan. “We do not want the el-
ections (due in Kashmir in Sep-
tember) to he disrupted at any
cost,” he told his interviewer,

His comments have left his
sentior colleagues in gavernment
aghast, On a visit to the site of
the massacre. Fernandes was
more careful with words. He
said punishment would “cer
fainly be given for the erime
committed” at Kaluchak.

Asked if Vajpuyee had im-+
plied retaligtion in his vom-
ments, Fernandes said: “These
things are not discussed as these
would only help the enemy”

'That is exactly what he has
done inhis interview:

The defence minister also
visited some forward areas and
said the army would be stationed
on the borders as long as needed,
“The soldiers werc in high
morale and had only one ques-
von: ‘Hamein kuchh karne ke five
kab chihorenge' (when shall we
gel orders to act)?”

Soldiers cross a rickety pontoon bridge while returning to their camp in Kashmir. (PTI file picture)

what has happened is very nces to the victims’ families. B More reports on Page 6 - —
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Sinha taps
Advani ./

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

| New Dethi, May 13: Stung by

i

|
|

ihe Iatest attack mounted on
him, finance minister Yashwant
Sinha met home minister L.K.
Advani this morning to gauge
the mind of the man who has
stood by him in the past.

Sinha has been accused of
using poli material supplied by a
taitited company, Flex Indus-

| tries, in his parliamentary cam-

paign in 1999.

After returning from Shang-
hai, Sinha met Advani to com-
plain that a section in the gov-
ernment had taunched a “vilift-
cation™ campalgn against him to
seek his ouster before an im-
pending Cabinet reshuffle,

Apparently, his explanation
did not wash with the home
minister, otherwise considered
one of Sinha’s well-wishers,
spurces said. They added that
Advani had iried, without suc-
cess, to contact Sinha yesterday
itself when reports of his links
with Flex appeared.

Flex is under investigation
for paying bribes to senior gov-
ernment officials.

In Parliament, the Opposi-
tion sought the finance minis-
ter’s exit on “moral grounds”.
Parliamentary affairs minisier
Pramod Mahajan said Sinha will
make a staterment on Wednesday.

The CPM's Somnath Chatter-

jee grabbed the opportunity to
fire a stinging taunt: “The gov-
ermment seems very accom-
modative an this issue as Sinha
is going.”

The Flex scam claimed its fir-
st casualty in Prabhat Kumar,
the ex-Cabinet secretary who be-
came the Jharkhand Governof:
He resigned once it was estab-
lished that Flex chairman
Ashok Chaturvedi paid for par-
ties hosted at Kumar's residence.

Advani has bailed Sinha out
twice in the past, but BJP
sources said the alleged associa-
tion with Flex has made it “un-
tenable” even for the home min-
ister to stand by his colleague.

“This is the first time in the
last two-and-a-half years when
the number one and {wo in the
government see eye to eve on
Sinha,” said a source.

Raisina Hill was agog with
rumours today that Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee would
jump at this chance to drop Sin-
ha, who has heen under pressure
since the BJP lost the last round
of Assembly polls, a defeat for
which his budget was openly
blamed by his own party leaders.

Advani had defended him
that time and Sinha appeared 1o
have earned a respite. Earlier,
when the UTI scam broke, the
home minister had backed him.

The PMO was reportedly
keen on seeing Sinha’s back
after the UTI debacle.
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‘Govt wakes up

“to benefits
ﬂﬁf ‘consensu

NEW DELHI, May 2. — Two days
after the nation witnessed political
leaders stooping to a new low in the
Lok Sabha during a highly personal-
ised debate, the BIP today discovered
the value of consensus. The govern-
ment in the Rajya Sabha accepted the
Opposition’s motion on Gujarat, ena-
bling the House 1o pass a unanimous

G-y AV

The motion said: “This Housé ex-
presses its deep sense of anguish at
the persistence of vioience in Gujar-
at, leading to loss of a large number
of lives and destruction of property
worth crores of rupees and urges the
central government to intervene ef-
fectively under Article 355....7

Mr Arjun Singh began the debate
by launching an attack on the gov-
ernment, saying it represented the
“forces of disintegration” whose

resolution on the sub-
ject on which diviston
among the parties
had been very sharp.

Soon after Mr Ar-
jun Singh (Congress)
initiated the discus-
sion, House leader
Mr Jaswant Singh
said: “We accept the
motion in letter and
spirit and the home
ministry has already
taken some steps un-
der Article 355.7

The Opposition mo-
tion would otherwise
have been carried be-
cause the ruling coali-
tion is it a minority in
the Rajya Sabha and
some of s allies
would have abstained
as they had done in
the Lok Sabha.

Intervening in the
Lok Sabha debate,
the Prime Minister
had sought 1o pass a
unanimous resolu-
tion on Gujarat, pwm-
ting aside voting un-
der the rule, but the

Congress insisted on

a division. The BIP
today had its way in
the Upper House and
made a belated at-
tempt to send a mes-
sage that it wasn't op-

A Laloo
amongst
Elders

NEW DELHI, May 2. — The
“maiden speech” in the
Upper House will never be
the same again. Mr Laloo Pra-
sad Yadav today broke new
barriers with his debut speech
in the Rajya Sabha. Ostensibly
having risen to speak on Guj-
arat, Mr Yadav dwelled on all
his “favourite™ issues except for
that of the riot-scarred state.
Mr Yadav broke the decib-

el barrier to rebuke BIP mem--

bers. And raised the baritone
to ridicule the Prime Minister,
the defenoe and foreign minjs-
ters, the Gujarat Governox, ef
al. Calling ministers and ruling
party leaders ‘thievey’, Mr Ya-
dav defied the Chair on sever-
al oocasions, and went on an
impromptu dharnd in the Well,
resulfing in an adjowrnment.
All this in a House which
he had said is no ordinary
oue, but one of ‘scholars”, OF
course, his shenanigans went
down well with the Opposition,
who lapped up his diatribe
cheering lustily, — SNS

“hidden  agenda”
posed a serious
threat to the coun-

" try’s unity and integ-

rity. His colleague
Mr Ahmed Patel
{from Gujarat}, too,
was unsparing in his
attack, and accused
the Prime Minisier
of speaking in differ-
ent languages on the
violence. Mr Nilot-
pal Basu (CPI-M} al-
leged the Centre and
state  governmenis
were working parti-
sanly while dealing
with the violence.
Law minister Mr
Arun Jaitley expre-
“ssed anguish over the
violence and emphas-
ised the government’s
resolve 10 protect the
lives of all citizens,
while admitting the vi-
olence had tarnished
the country’s image.
Soon after the gov-
ernment agmed. to

endorse the motion,

the Congress deman-
ded the Centre serve
a notice on the Modi
governmient  under
Article 355, as a first
step before imposing
Article 356.
Congress spokes-

posed to the Opposition’s concern on
continued violence in the state.

The Opposition, however, was ua-
relenting. It came down on the Cen-
tre for failing to protect lives in the
continuing communal violence in

Gujarat evewr as the government ex-
Wﬁﬁguigh aver the situation.

man Mr Jaipal Reddy said by deci-
ding to endorse the motion, the Vaj-
payee government had virmally “ad-
mitted to an abnormal situation in
the state tantamount 1o a collapse of
the state machinery”. Therefore, he
argued, the notice under Article 353
should be immediately served.

THE STATESMAM
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Pruised BJP seek§ to
put up brave ffont:

Times News Network
NEW DELHI: The violence in Gujara has
clearly singed the NDA and left the BRP's
ctedibility in tatters, The exit of the
Janshakti and the National Conference fro
the NDA government, the abstentions b
two Janata Dal-United MPs, the walkout by
the Telugu Desam Party and the uniformly
anti-BJ™ rhetoric by other NDA allies—bar-
ring the Shiv Sena—point to the weakening
of the alliance and animmediate negative
impact in  Andhra

just extending issue-based support from out-
side. We had requested the TDP to give us a
Lok Sabha speaker, not the other way
around, The TDP’s abstention cannot be
compared with that of the National
Conterence, which was in the government
and morally bound to vote with the govern-
ment or quit.”

The real reason behind these differing
vardsticks, a BJP functionary said, was the
party’s electoral calculations for Andhra
Pradesh as well as

Pradesh, Bihar and
Jammu and Kashmir.

Shaken by the party’s
moral, if not political iso-
lation, BJP leaders
admitted on Wednesday
that althou%h they did
not see it that way, the
public perception was
that Narendra Modi was
a political liability. But
with the opposition tak-
ing a strident position,
the BJP simply cannot
drop him at this stage as
it will be seen as action
taken under pressure.
Simultaneously, the party
has dismissed the deser-
tion by the four-member
Ram Vilas Paswan-led
Lok Janshakti as inconse-
quential in view of its
having secured a far big-
ger Dalit prize in Uttar
Pradesh in the form of
the Bahujan Samaj Party.
The exit of the five-mem-
ber National Conference
was expected, they said.

The TDP’s walkout,
however, hit the government hard, forcing it
to take a lenient view of the “lapse™. A sen-
ior cabinet minister said, “We understand
Chandrababu Naidu'’s difficulties because he
has the Congress to deal with in Andhra
Pradesh. Besides that, his parliamentary
party split three ways on Gujarat, and this
was the only way out for him. The govern-
ment will offer the speakership to the TDP
again next week.”

A BJP national executive member said,
“The TIDP was never part of the NDA, it was

Wednesday.

the voting, 1

Govt wins vote
comfortably

NEW DELHL: The NDA govern-
ment sailed through the opposition-
sponsored censure motion on
Gujarat in the Lok Sabha with a
comfortable margin of 87 votes on

While 281 members voted against
the motion, 194 supported it. Five
members of the National Conference
ahstained. In a house with an effec-
tive strength of 540, the number of
members whe voted was 480. Of the
rest, 28 of the TDP walked out before
voting. Some others may have stayed
in the house without participating in

Jammu and Kashmir. In
Jammmu and Kashmir.
“elections are duc later
this year, and the BJP
and National
Conference will conlest
separately as in the past.
Omar Abdullah, it was
known, would become
National Conference
president by May-end.
and perhaps chief minis-
ter immediately after in
the run-up to the polls.

The National
Conference was just
looking for an opportune
moment.”

In Andhra Pradcsh.
the BJP functionary
emphasised, if the TDP
and the BJP did not con-
test the next clections
together, the Congress
would sweep the polls.
This interdependence,
he said, would ensure
that the two stick
together despite  this
temporary ditference.

At a lesser level. the
party is concerned about Bihar. The exit of
the Lok Janshakti from the NDA and the
division in the JD-U can only strengthen the
BJP’s bete noire in the state, Laico Prasad
Yadav's RID. With the JD-U not having
issued a whip, the party is unlikely to take any
action against Devendra Prasad Yadav and
Shashi Kumar who abstained, and the BJP is
unlikely to press for action. As for the wo
MPs, Mr Yadav confirmed he and his col-

. feague were still very much part of the NDA.

» See Edit Parliamentary Farce, Page 8 .
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By Neena Vyas C)[ ,\[(5‘})
NEW DELHI, MAY 1. The Government may
have defeated the Opposition-sponsored
censure motion on the Gujarat violence
due to its numerical superiority in the Lok
Sabha, but it has emerged weaker after be-
ing hauled over burning coal by even its
allies. By the end of the debate, it stood as
exposed as the shocking photographs of
‘rishul-wielding mobs hunting for victims.

The Prime Minister and the Union Home
Minister sat in Parliament speechless, lis-
tening to senior MPs, such as the former
Prime Minister, Chandra Shekhar, attack-
ing the Union Minister and BJP leader,
Uma Bharti, as a person with “a fascist Hit-
lerian mentality”. Another MP told the Gov-
ernment that it should understand that no
matter how hard it tried, “the 15-crore Mus-
lim population cannot be drowned in the
Arabian Sea”. Worse, the Government
could not find words to respond to these
charges.

The aggressive Government strategy —-
which became obvious when the first
speaker from its side, Ms, Bharti, spoke the
language of unbridled Hindutva commu-
nalism, and when the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, “defended” Gujarat say-

e

ing for the last 50 vears — came undone
when the Home Minister, L.K. Advani, said
that Mr. Fernandes’ speech made him un-
comfortable.

Partners and friends of the NDA enter-
prise attacked the Government almost as
vehemently as the Opposition did. Some
voted with it because they enjoyed comfort-
able Ministerial berths at the Centre (such
as the janata Dal-United ieader, Sharad Ya-
dav), some because they wanted Cabinet
positions (such as the Trinamool Congress
leader, Mamata Banerjee) and others be-

V2
S, but emerges weaker

-
their partiﬁ gad &(&’lduded that his role in
the riots was not above reproach. or at the
very least that they did nor think that he
was competent enough o control the dan-
gerous situation threatening the integrity of
the country, not just Gujarat.

The TDP (and some other NDA parties)
have continued to explain their positions in
terms of “political compulsion”. How could
the TDP be seen 1o be on the same side of
the political fence as its enemy, the Con-
gress? That was the TDP's wholly specious
argument. What is the logic or morality in
arguing that they could not be seen on the

NEWS ANALYSIS

same side as their main enemy even while

cause the political stakes in the States were
high (such as the Bahujan Samaj Party,
whose government will be installed in
Lucknow courtesy the BIP). The openly op-
portunistic politics of the allies was fuily
exposed.

It was dishonest on the part of the Telugu
Desam Party and the Trinamool Congress
to demand the sacking of the Gujarat Chief
Minister, Narendra Meodi, and then walk
out before the vote was cast {as the TDP
did) or worse, vote against the motion (as
the Triflamool did}. Their loud demand for

7" Modi's ouster was an admission that

demands?

Two Ministers did no% ewith the Gov-
ernment — Ram Vilas Pafwan {Lok Jan-
shaktD) quit a day before the debate and
voted with the Opposition land Omar Ab-
dullah (National Conferencd) abstained af-
ter handing over his resignation to the
Prime Minister. Another alliance partner,
the Janarta Dal (United) is all but united'in
its support for the Government.

acknowledging that they a r?d with their

The creaky ailiance may continue, even
for a full term, but does it any longer have

the moral authority to govern? //
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//O/MAR ABDULLAH OFFERS TO RESIGN B TDb/TO CONTINUE CAMPAIGN AGAINST MODI

NEW DELHIL, April 30. The
government appeared poised to defeat the
Opposition censure motion on Gujarat as
the numbers are on its side despilc the
expected abstention by. the 28-member
TDP, the five-member = National
Conference and the 11-member AIADMK.

The debate, which began a few minutes
after noon today, continued well beyond
midnight, but the Lok Sabha could find no
answers on  why the violence was
contiouing unabated in the state for more
than two months.

At 2-30 a.m., the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister were yet to reply to the
debate.

Apart from Mr Narendra Modi, the other
man who was the focus of the discussion
was Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, who was
asked by speaker after speaker from the
Opposition benches as 10 what went wrong
between Ahmedabad and Goa. Was it the
same Vajpayce talking about national
shame and preaching Raj Dharma to Mr
Modi in Ahmedabad who spoke about
“jihadi Muslims” in Goa and held Godhra
responsible for the Gujarat backlash?

The day began on an ominous note for
the government with the minister of state
for external affairs, Mr Omar Abdullah,
meeting the Prime Minister and offering to
quit if his continuance in the Union council
of ministers was untenable in the light of his

party’s decision to abstain from voting on

the Opposition motion in the Lok Sabha.

Mr Abdullah said the Prime Minister
would convey to him whether he should put
in his papers or not. The BIP spokcsman,
Mr Vijay Kumar Malbotra, told reporters
that Mr Vajpayee has not taken any
decision on the offer.

The speeches in Parliament were marked
by interruptions and acrimony as Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav initiated the debate
on behalf of the Qpposition, accusing the
Centre of failing in discharging its
constitutional  responsibility by not
dismissing the Gujarat government.

Mrs Sonia Gandhi was more candid in
asking the House what could be expected of
“this government when the Prime Minister
changed his stance from Gujarat to Goa
singing in different tunes”. Mrs Gandhi
quoted the Prime Minister as saying in Goa
“jehan jehan Musaiman rahte hain mil jul
far nakin rahte..” and then asked: “Is there
anything to be added after this?”

She questioned the oft-repeated
statement of the BJP and the Prime
Minister that had Parliament taken a
strong view of the Godhra carnage, the
subsequent violence in Ahmedabad could

have been prevented. “T would like 1o ask
the Prime Minister who is also the ieader of
the House what prevented him from laking
the lead in condemning the Godhra
incident in Parliament,” she said forcefully.

It was Mr Chandra Shekhar who

revealed to the Lok Sabha that he had
proposed 10 move a resolution in the Lok
Sabha on the day of the Godhra incident
on 27 February but was not supported hy
the government or the then Speaker.
There was not much comfort for the
government when Miss Mamata Banerjee

THE STATESMA»
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while declaring that she would vote against
the motion and for the government wanted
Mr Modi to go. There is no reason why the
B1P or the government should defend Mr
Modi to the hili, she said.

The TDE another ally, appearcd more
concerned about proving its secular
credentials and praising Mr Chandrababu
Naidu than clearing its stand on their
gonduct in responding to the motion of the
Opposition. Mr Yerran Naidu, the TDP
leader, condemned the communal violence
and reiterated his party’s demand (hat the
government sack Mr Modi.

The CPI-M leader, Mr Somnath
Chatterjee, voiced his disgust over the
atmosphere obtaiping in Parliament and
saic: “ 1 must protest the abuse of this
Parliament Hall”, The Prime Minister bad
all the time to devise a strategy to defeat
the Opposition motion but did not find
time for two months to chalk out one (o
end the communal viplence in Gujarat.

Earlier in the day, Mr N Chandrababu
Naidu decided to ask TDP MPs to stage a
walkout in the Lok Sabha protesting against
the Prime Minister’s refusal to replace Mr
Modi, SNS adds from Hyderabad. Mr
Naidu, however, would continue to fight for
Mr Modi’s ouster till the end.

After hectic parleys with his MPs, M
Naidu formulated his demands on Gujarat.
They were Mr Modi's ouster,
postponement  of Gujarat  elections,
rehabilitation of the riot victims and
restoration of normalcy in the state.

The last two demands remained merged
till yesterday. Mr Naidu split them up with
the knowledge that Mr Vajpayee would not
announce a change in the Gujarat
leadership. Hence, despite the rejection of
the main demand, the TDP could claim a
75 per cent success rate with three of its
four demands being met.

On Mr Modi’s continuance in the office,
Mr Naidu reportedly sad: “The issue is not
over with today’s discussion. We will
continue to fight for his (Mr Modi)
dismissal even if the PM stands by him.
There is no dilution of our stand here - he
has to go”. He added the BIP would
remove Mr Modi in the next few weeks.

The morning's line worked as the day
progressed. The TDP MPs informed Mr
Naidu that the BIP had got the message
across to them that Mr Vajpayee would
announce a rchabilitation package apart
from assuring a speedy restoration of
normalcy in Gujarat. But, the government
ruled out early elections. .

There was enough groun
to abstain or evem
government as Mr
power. But M
unwillingness 46 be bracketed with the

~

to defeat motion

Motionless and stilt The outcoms of Tuesday's Lok Sabha debate seems uppesmost in the mind of

these women as they look around a street from the doorsiep of their house in Ahmedabad. — AFP

Congtess, in the event of voting in favour of
the motion. He was also against deepcning
the divide within the NDA. A walkout
wonld have a better impact than mere
abstention, Mr Naidu reckoned.

Around 9.15 p.m. the TDP potitburo

authorised Mr Naidue to take “an
appropriate decision at the appropriate
time”. Mr Yerran Naidu said he would
voice the final party decision only after Mr
Vajpayee’s speech.

More reports on page 6
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HE PRIME minister’s explana-

tion in the Rajya Sabha for not

removing Narendra Modi from

the Gujarat chief minister’s
position is worrying. According to
him, he had desisted from carrying out
the earlier plan to replace Mr Modi
because of the fear of more violence.
What it implies is that any anti-social
group, or a canny chief minister, can
hold the Centre to ransom by threaten-
ing to unleash violence. Mr Vajpayee’s
argument might have seemed credible
if persisting with Mr Modi had helped
in checking the disturbances. But more
than two months after the riots started,
the argument does not hold.

It doesn’t take much political sense
to see the kind of stranglehold which
Mr Modi has on the Centre. It is evi-
dently so strong that even the prime
minister has to talk of ways other than
the chief minister’s removal to follow
the rajdharma. The secret of Mr
Modi's success is the continuing belief
in the BJP and the Sangh parivar that
the RSS pracharak is doing exactly
what the party’s and the parivar’s core
supporters want him to do — ‘teach’

= PM’s awakeniné\
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the Mustims a lesson, It is the fear of

alienating them and thereby inviting
more violence which is inhibiting the

Centre — apart, of course, from a lurk-

ing sympathy within the government
for its own political kith and kin. As
a result, though Mr Vajpayee may
indulge in rhetorical displays about his
opposition to Hindu militancy, these
are not backed with action.

Nothing demonstrates the govern-
ment’s pusillanimity more than its
refusal to act against Ashok Singhal
for ascribing the riots to an “awaken-
ing” of the Hindus. It is not only an
uniqualified endorsement of the mur-
der and mayhem perpetrated by the
Sangh parivar activists in Gujarat,
but also a reassuring message that
no harm will come to them even if
the Centre sends ‘supercop’ K.P.S.
Gill to Gujarat and talks of implement-
ing Article 3535. While the leaders of
SIMI are arrested for provocative
speeches, the VHP leader goes scot-free
because his incarceration can spark
off trouble. When a government runs
scared of trouble-makers, it is a sad
day for the country. /
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Times News Network
NEW DELHL Prime Minister
AB. Vajpayee on Monday gave a
new twist to the row over the con-
tinuation of Narendra Modi as
Gujarat chief minister, saying he
had decided to remove Mr Modi
but changed his mind feariog a
backlash in the strife-torn state.
Referring to last month’s nation-
al executive meeting of the BJP, Mr
Vajpayee said, “Before going to
Goa, I had made up my mind to
change the Gujarat chiel minister.
However, later I felt that any
change in the leadership would
only worsen the situation.”
Intervening in the Rajya Sabha
debate on the
Gujarat carnage
motion moved
by the opposi-
tion, the Prime
Minister  also
ruled out imme-
diate assembly }..
elections in the §a,
state. ;
It 15 the first
time in parlia-
ment history
, that an opposi-

DOWN, BUT NOT OUT

Modl

Muslims in his Goa speech, Mr
Vajpayee maintained that he was
refernng to “militant Yslam™ and
quickly added that he alsa disap-
proved of “militant Hinduism”, “I
accept the Hindutva of Swami
Vivekananda. But the kind of
Hindutva being propagated now is
wrong and one shoutd be wary of
it)” he said, adding that although
there were laws to deal with any
eventuality, he was confident that
Hindu organisations would not
become a danger to the country’s
untty,

In his intervention at the request
of the opposition, home minister
LK. Advant denied reports that
the Gujarat
police force was
communal.
However, when
i) Congress mem-

ber Kapil Sibal
asked if he was
satisfied  with
;4 what the Centre
4 had done in
Gujarat, Mr
Advanm declined
to veply. The
home minister
refused ]

tion motion has
been carried unammously with the
BJP deciding to back the mation
because of the opposition's majori-
ty in the upper house.

Cxplaining the reasons behind
visiting the state weeks after the
violence had broken out, Mr
Vajpayee claimed that he had been
stopped from going earlier. “I was
told not to go as it could have wors-
ened the law and order situation,”
he said. He, however, declined to
reveal who had advised him
against visiting the state.

Responding to the criticism of
his controversial remarks against

answer the opposition once again
when asked if the government !
would book those accused of riot- |
ing, arson, murder and rape under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act.

The opposition accused the
Centre of double-speak on Gujarar,
pointing out that Mr Vajpayee and
external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh had spoken in different voic-
es on the issue. The Congress and
the Samajwadi Party said while Mr
Singh had assured the Rajya Sabha
of action under the provisions of
Article 355, Mr Vajpayee had dis-
roissed any such possibiity.
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" ael JOINS ISSUE WITH SONIA (-]
e can’t be derailed:

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 27. In a sharp
reaction to the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi's address to
industry on Friday, the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today declared that his Govern-
ment was here 1o stay for the
full ive-year term. Stung by her
remarks on the prospects of a
change in the direction of politi-
cal winds, he said, “This Gov-
ernment cannot be derailed. It
is stable; it is here to siay.”

On the communal violence in
Gujarat on which Ms. Gandhi
had spoken at length, Mr. Vaj-
payee said it bad shocked and
traumatised the country and
described it as "a blot an India”.
But he decried the atteipt to
ignore the complexity of the sit-
uation. It did not help the in-
terests of the country, the cause
ot secularism or the inwrests of
business to forget that the Guj-
arat violence was a “temporary
aberration” and not a funda-
mental fissure in society.

Mr. Vajpayee, who was ad-
dressing the concluding session
of the Confederation of Indian
Industry’s (CII) annual confer-
ence, devoted much of his ad-
dress to responding to the
issues raised by Ms. Gandhi at
the inaugural session.

Ingisting that it was not his
intention tw Impart a political
tone to his speech, he said the
in recent
months had become so “highly
vitiated” by half-truths and ex-
aggerations that even the CH
platforrit was not spared. Hav-
ing said that, he went on to use
the podium to engage in politi-
cal sparring with the Leader of

* the Oppasition.

He joined issue with Ms.
Gandhi, who had placed signif-
icance on being invited to the
inaugural function, and noted
that such people seemed 1o
think that chambers of com-
merce had more powers 1o

AR

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the Cil
president, Sanjiv Goenka, at the Cll national conference and
annual session, in New Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: §. &rneja

make and unmake govern-
ments than the people. With the
invitation o Ms. Gandhi caus-
ing controversy, the outgoing
CIl president, Sanjiv Goenka,
tried ta make up for the faux pus
of not inviting Mr. Vajpayee for
the inaugural session by stress-
ing in his welcorne remarks that
the special plenary was the
“centrepiece” of the event and
“there was no inaugural of this
annual conference”.

Mr. Vajpayee minced nao
words when lie advised Ms.
Gandhi to learn from industry
that “it does not make business
sense to count one's chickens
hefore they are hatched”.

Ms. Gundhi had said, “when
the Leader of the Opposition is
invited by the country's leading
industrialists to start off their
annual get-rogether, it is nararal
to speculate. What could be the
motive? What sort of political
winds are blowing and in what
direction?”

The Prime Minister was
heard in rapt attertion by the
audience, comprising corporate
leaders, diplomats and bureau-
crats, who burst into applause
at his opening commenis.

He said that when the people
elected the Parliament, they ex-
pected it w0 run for five vears,
And thuse mandared to sit in
the Opposition were expected
w play thetr due role.

When the time came to elect
a new Parliament, everyone had
a chance 10 g back to the peo-
ple. He cautioned that atiempts
in recent years to destabilise

governments had neither
helped the cause of business,
nor  done any, goud ko

democracy.

Mr, Vajpayee was also criticat
of Ms. Gandhi's comments on
Gujarat and secularism. “Yes, a
tragedy is a tragedy,” be said,
adding that the crime perpetrat-
ed either in Godhra or else-
where should not be belittled.

The determination expressed
by the Finance Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, to attain 7 to 8 per
cent GDP growth was not mis-
placed as the economy had
achieved more than a roild re-
covery, the Prime Minister said.
In this context, he called on the
industry to "believe” in the Fi-
nance Miunister as he had earlier

urged it to “believe in !ndia”./
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“We too can use Rule 84: BJP

By Neena Vyas C_) Jﬂ z\been set much earher when an

NEW DELHI, APRIL 24. The Bharati-
va Janata Party seems to have
sef its heart on paying the com-
pliment of a censure motion
back to the Opposition parties.

The party spokesperson, V.K.
Malhotra, today warned that
maotions under Rule 184 would
now be moved for happenings
in Bihar and West Bengal as a
“precedent has been set” by the
Lok Sabha Ueputy Speaker by
accepting the Opposition-spon-
sored motion refated to Gujarat.
e was referring to the “prece-
dent” of discussing a State sub-
ject in the Lok Sabha.

Some Trinamool Congress
MPs had discussed the matter
with him, he said, and they
would bring a motion under
Rule 184 against the West Ben-
gal Government, and on Bihar
such a motion could be jointly
moved by the Samata Party and
the BT

Mr. Malhotra disagreed that
the precedent for discussing a
Srate-related subject may have

adjournment motion inrelation
to Bihar demanding the dis-
missal of the then Laloo Prasad
Government was moved by Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee. then
Leader of the Opposition. [t was
admitted and discussed and be-
fore the dehate ended convert-
ed into a motion under Rule
184.

In July 1997, P.A. Sangma, -

then in the Speaker's chair, had
also on that very day admitted a
censure motion under Rule 184
in refation to a police firing on
Dalits in Maharashira. But Mr.
Malhotra insisted today that a
“bad precedent’” was set on
Tuesday when the Deputy
Speaker admitted the censure
motion on Gujarat.

The BJf emphasised today
that the " Centre was nut direct-
Iy responsible” for the Gujarat
killings. (The implication was
that, therefore, a censure mo-
tion ought not to have been ad-
mitted.) But, of course, his party
had accepled the decisien of the
presiding officer of the Lok Sab-

25 APR 200y

ha, h ﬂa]hotra added.

Helwas asked whether the
BIP and the Trinamaool had ar-
rived at a "quid pro quo settie-
ment” in that the BIP would
suppaort a Trinamoaol-sponsored
censure motion in return for the
Trinamonl vote against the Op-
position motion on Gujarat 1o
be taken up on Aprit 30. “No
quid pro quo™ was Mr. Matho-
tra’s response.

He said that in Bihar the
number of people killed was
"10-fold as compared to Guja-
rat” but be did net give the
compatative period in which
this had taken place. "1n total-
iry. more people have died in
Bihar in the last thyee to four
vears than in Gujaral,’” be
added.

Mr, Malhotra Iashed out at
the CPIM) and the Congress
saying that were more interest
ed in showing “cracks” in the
NDA than in helping to restore
normality in Gujarai, nor did
they have any genaine compas-
sionate feelings for the suffer-
ings of the Gujarat riot victims.

L9 = LM



Gujarat won’t have

Iomg-term fallout: Sinha

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 22 The

“ Unien Finance Minister, Yash-

wani Sinha, has admitted that
the communal violence and
carnage in Gujarat has bad an
effect on the Indian economy,
but maintained that there
would not be long-term fallouts.

“What has happened in Guj-
arat is most unfortunate. [t cer-
tainly has impinged upon the
economy, and Gujarat is a very

" important coatributar o the

GDP of the country,” Mr. Sinha
told presspersons at the Indian
embassy here,

The Finance Minister was

“ here for the spring meetings of
. the World Bank and the [nter-

TR LN

national Monetary Fund (IMF).
Before he left, Mr. Sinha et the
IMF Director.

Mr. Sinha said no one had
“mentioned” Gujarat or for that
matter Enron. “It is my belief
that the worst is behind us.
What we are witnessing are spo-
radic incidents here and there,
law and order problems which
can also be seen in many parts
of the country and elsewhere in
the world. It is not something
that will have a long-term dele-
lerious hmpact on economic de-
velopment or growsh. Let me
tell you that nobody with whom
I had interaction here even
mentioned the word Gujarat. 1
think we are more obsessed
with the impact of Gujarat on

foreign investment in India.”

Mr. Sinha said Enron was not
gning 10 “make or mar” the fu-
ture of India. "No businessman
or Governmenit official talked to
me here about Enron,” he said.
making the point that the law
would take its course in india
and in the 1.5,

Mr. Sinha was invited to at-
tend a special meeting orga-
nmised by the U5, Treasury
Department on the issue of ter-
rorist financing. At this meeting
of the “Extended Group of Sev-

en", Mr. Sinha said he had
pointed pur that terrorist H-
nancing  was taking place

thraugh normal and non-hank-
ing channels and was sustained
by narcotics trade.
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Anééntlre‘ week of parliamentary business has yet again been lot to
distuptions, walkouts and adjournments. While normally there wre
be litile to choose between the ruling and the opposition parties when it
comes to pariamentary decorum, this time there are no doubts about
where the blame for the impasse lies: With the Central government,
which has sought to divert attention from Gyjarat by challenging the
opposition to move a no-confidence motion. This s a non-issue. The
question before Parliament is not whether the overall performance of
the Vajpayee government has been to the satisfaction of the House It is
whether the Centre’s handling of the Gujarat situation meets the
House’s approval. That the NDA’s own constituents are uneasy (n the
extreme about the Centre’s rofe in Gujarat is without dispute, Over the
past forivight, first the Telugy Desam, and then slowly the other
members, have voiced their disguiet at the disturbing state of affairs in
the riot-ravaged state. While as chief minister Narendra Modi must be
held accountable for not being able to restore normality, indeed for
discriminating between citizens, he is not along in the dock. The Centre
must take equal share of the blame for wilfully abdicating its
constitutional responsihility vis-a-vis Gujarat. Not to go as far as
dismissing the Modi administration, the Centre has not even acted
under Article 355 which mandates Central intervention to contain
intternal disturbance in a state. Instead, Central ministers have
conveniently invoked federalisim, forgetting that this principle did not
deter them from advocating intervention in Bihar, West Bengal and
Tamif Nadu in the past. This, in fact, is the crux of the matter.

1t is for the opposition to determine the precise rute under which it
wants to move a motion. The government cannot dictate otherwise
unless it has valid reasons for doing so. So far, the government has not
made out a persuasive case for disallowing voting under rule 184, except
to argue that a censure of the government would be taniamount to a
moral defeat. Clearly, the idea is to warm the NDA constituents that they
could be paving the way for elections. Herein lies the clue to the
goverament's behaviour. In truth, the yuling coalition is at war with
itself, which @ vote in Parltament will bring out into the open. A
no-confidence motion. on the other hand, would spare the allies the
dilemma of deciding where they stand. If the vote is on the overall
performance of the government, clearly the allies would find them-
selves on the same side as Mr Vajpayee. However, the government must
kunow that the final decision on parliamentary procedures rests with the
presiding officer. Unfortunately, a parliomentary culture has developed
over the vears that inhibits the presiding officers from giving their
rulings on controversial issues. [t is quite likely that the present impasse
wilt drag on till the BJP-BSP alliance is sealed and the NDA coalition is
confident of accepting the challenge of voting. Besides causing impor-
tant legislative business 1o suffer, a confrontationist atmosphere in Par-
liament can only further delay the healing process in Gujarat. The dead-
lock in Parliarnent is as much a sign of the failure of leadership of the
ruling cealition and the prime mimster as of our parliamentary culmri/
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‘Opposition demand

, says PM

ridiculous

A

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE &'

NEW DELHI, April 20. — The stale-
mate in Parliament will in all proba-
bility continue next week as the ruling
BJP and the Opposition stuck to their

rift within the NDA over the issue.
He pointed out that he had condemned
the Gujarat incidents in the strongest
terms, and had said that it had put “us
to shame”, The fathers of the Constitu-
tion had laid down the foundations of

down while describing the violence in .
Gujarat. “Even if there is darkness,
the small lamps will show the way,” ;
the Prime Mipister said, adding that |
the incidents “have put a question i
mark on all our efforts”.

stands, While the BJP decided ata
high-level meeting of the party not
to give in to the Opposition de-
mand for a discussion on Gujarat
under Lok Sabha Rule 184 that al-
lows for a vote, the Opposition to-
day gave a call for unity of secular
forces on the issue.

That the impasse is nowhere
near to being resolved was evident
when Prime Minister Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, castigating the Op-
position for the'stand-off, said their
insistence on a discussion under
Rule 184 had reached “ridiculous
levels”, Mr Vajpayee comment
came while addressing a confer-
ence on the role of the voluntary
sector in national development.

Pointing out that the differences

 RULES OF THE RULE

| I he Oppesition wants a discussion under
A Rule 184 which allows voting at the con- (
!clusien of the debate. The government is
| citing Rule 186 which states that a motion ~
| can be admitted under Rule 184 provided
i that “it shall not revive discussion of a mat-
| ter which has been discussed in the same |
session”. On the basis of this, the govern-
ment is insisting that Gujarat, diseussed
[ under Rule 193 before the Budget session ‘
| went for recess, eannot be discussed again |
’ under Rule 184. The Opposition’s conten-
tion is even if the matter came up for a dis-
‘cussion sarlier, the House can't be deprived ’
. of its privilege to discuss it again if the sit- '
uation so warranted. ‘

But the Opposition dug in and
rejected the Prime Minister's
stand on the Gujarat debate. “The
Congress has taken a firm stand
on the issue and there is no
change. The Opposition stand is a
very reasonable one ...
Prime Minister cailing it ‘ridicu-
lous’ is unwarranted,” the party
spokesman said. Congress leaders
said the party was determined to
have a discussion and voting in
the Rajya Sabha under Rule 170.

CPI-M leader Mr HS Surjeet also
reacted strongly to Mr Vajpayee’s

and the |

remarks: “The Opposition has taken :

a united stand ... in a democracy the

government has to respect the Op- .

position’s point of view and be ready
for a discussion. But the PM, typical

were only on the rule, he asked the
Opposition to play a more construc-
tive role. The Prime Minister said he

. was surprised his description of the
' events in Gujarat had stirred a con-

a nation with a secular fabric and not
a “theocratic country”, he asserted.
Mr Vajpayee assured Ms Nafis Bar-
aot, head of a voluntary group in Gujar-
at, that the government was providing

of the RSS, is trying to impose an
authoritarian regime which does not
believe in discussion. The Opposition
ig not going to vield to his plans.”

troversy, and denied reports of any

all assistance to the state. She broke

6{’\ 'ad
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A

\0 - N Continued from page 1) a\

BIP leaders mé.t at the residence of t

ﬁ’Prime

sinister Lo discuss the party’s sirategy for Parlidment.It

was tnanimously decided
should not be accepted, un ' ; ;
chould not take up the issue of Mrs Sonia

BJl M=

Cuandhi's remarks against the

& that the Opposition demand
at the same time resolved that

Prime Minister.

Thoss aii ending the meeting included home mintster Mr LK

Advani, external
minister Mo Arun HJaitley, B

affaivs minister Mr Jaswant Singh, lav_v
mimster Mrs Sushma Swaraj,

and BJP parliameniary pariy spokesman Mr VK Malhotra,

In the context of the ongoing
parlizmentary sources

imbroglio, the Speaker,
say, has a role to play.“The Speaker

hus the power to divect the government Lo accept a discussion

ar 1o disallow the Oppo:‘ition‘motion".
provisions of Rule

Avcovding 1o

187: “The Speaker shall

decide nt a moaotion or part thereof is or is nol admissible

cnrdei the rul

when. i his opinion, 1

e and di=allow any molion or part thereot

it is an abuse of the right of moving a

metion, o ix cal culated to obstruct or prejudicially affects the

procedure of the

Mr Vajpayese

Adud birthday.

- )
“House. ar is in contravention of these rules.

areeted Mr Chandrababu Naidu on hjs
5lis telephonic conversation comes almost

4 week afier the two last spoke to each other aboul
{ijarat, adds PVL

Ty
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lCabmet nod for delimitation panel

M

NEW DELHJ, APRIL19. The way has been clear-
i ed fdr the long-awaited exercise of delim-
| itatiop of the Parliamentary and Legislative
I Assenibly constituencies in the country,
with the Union Cabinet deciding to setup a
Commission for the purpose. The Cabinet,
which met here on Thursday night, has de-
cided to introduce a Bill in Parliament in
this regard soon.

The panel, which is being set up after a
gap of 25 years, would seek to remove the
disparities that have arisen in the size of
Lok Sabha and Assemnbly constituencies be-
cause of the uneven growth of population.
For instance, in the capital, the Outer Delhi
Parliamentary constituency has an electo-
rate of about 20 lakhs, the Chandni Chowk
constituency has an electorate of just about
five lakbs.

Announcing the decision, the Union
Minister and Cabinet spokesperson, Pra-
mod Mahajan, said that following the de-
limitation exercise, the number of
Scheduled Castes reserved constituency
was expected to go up by seven in Lok Sab-
ha in the wake of increase in $Cs popula-
tion as recarded in the 2001 Census,

There would, however, be no change in
the total number of seats in both Parlia-
ment and State Assembilies. Parliament has
already passed a law freezing the total num-
ber of seats up to the year 2025 to ensure
that the States which had done well in pop-
ulation stabilisation do not feel penalised
by a reduction of their strength in the Lok
Sabha.

Mr. Mahajan said that while no time [imit
would be set for the Delimitation Commis-
sion, the expectation was that it would
complete its work in six to eight months, as
all the necessary data would be available on
the computer.

Asked about the suggestion of the Elec-

tion Commission it should be entrust-
ed with t ask of delimitation of

y Our Special Cotrespondent H 9’

co stltuenmes, he said the EC had no role
in it. “It can only be done by a Delimitation
Commission appointed by a law passed by
Parliament.”

The delimitation exercise comes ahead of
the scheduled Lok Sabha election of 2004
and, if completed in time, the shape and
size of the Lok Sabha and Assembly Con-
stituencies should be quite different from
what they are now.

The Cabinert also set its seal on the clo-
sure of the controversial Rs.1,000 crore-
Sankhya Vahinl project, which envisaged
setting up of a high-speed data network
through a joint venture company involving
a U.S. university.

Mr. Mahajan said the Cabinet was in-
formed that the Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information Technology had
decided to “close the case for the formation
of Sankhya Vahini India Limited".

The propasal to form the company was
mooted two years ago. It was to be set up by
the then Department of Telecom Services,
IUNET, a subsidiary of Camegic Mellon
University, Pittsburgh, the Deparunent of
Electronics and some educational institu-
tions in the country.

The project came under a cloud after the
Swadeshi Jagran Manch and several orga-
nisations opposed it on the ground that it
could Jead to a security risk. The project,
which aimed at expanding the bandwidth
for easy access to Internet and promoting
educational and research activities, had
rocked Parliament for several days with var-
ious sections stiffly opposing the proposed
project, alleging that there was lack of
transparency in the deal and that the pro-
ject had security implications for the
country.

Subsequently, the TUNET pulled out and
the joint venture was abandoned. On Octo-
ber 2001, V.S Arunachalam, president of the
IUNET, conveyed to the Government, the
university's decision to withdraw from the
ambitious project alleging red tapism.

The Cabinet also approved the proposal
for direct flights from Chennai and Kochi to
Kuwait. It approved the grant of the two
cities as additional points of call to the des-
ignated airline of Kuwait.

It also approved Cajro as an additional
“beyond point” of call for tne designated
airlines of India. Consequently, there would
soon be a change in route schedules.

Funds for elementary education

To ensure that the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
(SSA) progresses as per schedule, the Union
Cabinet decided that grants for this mission
to universalise elementary education would
be released directly to the State Implemen-
tation Societies instead of routing them
through the State Government.

For the past couple of months, the Hu-
man Resource Development Ministry has
been contemplating such a move for fear of
cash-strapped States diverting the money
meant for SSA elsewhere. In fact, direct
transfer of funds to the State Implementa-
tion Societies had been the practice with
the District Primary Education Programme
(DPER).

Despite the success of the DPEP model of
funding, the Ministry decided to send SSA
funds to State Governments in view of the
preference for such an arrangement ex-
pressed by them. Though State Education
Secretaries prefer the DPEP model as mon-
ey can then be disbursed within days of it
reaching the State Implementation Socie-
ties, the State Governments wanted to be
the routing authority as such rernittances
boost their budget. Apparently, the HRD
Ministry gave in to their plea as allocation
for DPEP is not factored in into the Central
allocation to States,

But with more and more States facing a
financial crunch, the Ministry over the past
year decided to revert back to the DPEP
“path of funding’” to ensure that 554 is not
derailed due to procedural defays.
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/Cf)NG MPs ON STANDBY IN DELHI

PM dares

Opp

no -'tl'lqi\étM

- Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, April 19. — The govern-
ment and the Opposition darcd each other
to prove their numbers even as Parliament
adjourned for the fifth consecutive day to-
day without conducting business. And
Prime Minister Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
today mct President KR Narayanan, whe-
rein he was understood to have discussed
various issues, including Gujarat.

An all-party meeting called by the Depu-
ty Speaker, Mr PM Sayeed. today turned
acrimounicus after Mr Vajpayee rejected the
Opposition demand for a discusston on Gu-
jarat under Rule 184, that allows for voting
on an issue. Mr Vajpayee then challenged
the Opposition to move a no<onfidence
apainst the NDA povernment if it was so
sure of the numbers.

In another significant development, the
Congress today asked all its MPs not to
leave the Capital from Monday. Party sour-
ces said the message was conveyed ta each
memmber by the party’s Lok Sabha chief
whip. MPs have been told that any member
who wants to leave Delhi must first seek
Mrs Sonia Gandhi’s consent and that too,
only in case of an emergency.

Rejecting the offer of a no-confidence
motion, Congress spokesman Mr Anand
Sharma said: “Even today many NIDA al-
lies were absent from the meeting. The
government knows it does not have the
numbers to face the vote and s, therefore,
running away from the discussion,”

Mrs Sonia Gandhj set the tone by claim-
ing the entire Opposition was united on
the demand for discussion under Rule 154,
and made “a personal appeal” to the Pri-
me Minister to concede the demand,

Opposition leaders took potshots at Mr
Vajpavee, charging him with “avoiding the
Lok Sabha” and “not making any cffort to
break the deadlock™,

The CP1-M ME. Mr Somnath Chatter-
jee, wondered why the BJP leader was
fighting shy of a discussion under Rule 184
if the government was sure of its majority.
Mr Chatierjee, deploring Mr Vajpayee’s
recent absence from the House, alfeged he

over

¢

was more interested in making provocative
speeches on Gujarat, instead.

Mr Sharma clarified that in the Rajya
Sabha, too, the Congress insists on imple-
menting Rule 184, and that Mr Pranab
Mukherjee was explaining the rules of vot-
ing to party MPs yesterday. Mr Mukherjee
said: “There is no question of climbing
down on the issue. We never made any
such decision”.

The povernment does not appear to bé
ready to take any chances in the Lok Sab- -
ha with some allies having expressed res-
ervations about the Gujarat government’s
handling of the post-Godhra violence and
the inability of the Centre to do anything
on this count. The situation however may
change once the BSP-BIP alliauce gets
formalised, as the NDA will then get the
support of 13 more Lok Sabha MPs.

RID leader Dr Raghuvansh Prasad said
he had told the Prime Minister that he was
seen these days only at birthday functions.

At today’s all-party meeting, the TDP,
which has 28 members in Lok Sabha,
merely stressed that there should be a dis-
cussion, but did not specify if it should be
under Rule 184, Other NDA allies said
they wanted a discussion sans voting, The
enfire Opposition, barring the BSP which
went along with the NDA, however, insis-
ted on Rule 184,

The BIP objected to the motion as it
would be tantamount to ¢ensure. The par-
ty spokesman, Mr Vijay Kumar Malhotra,
said: “To say that the Central government
had failed in its duty is censure, If the Op-
position wanted to test the government's
majority it could do so by moving a vote of
no-confidence.”

The Deputy Speaker later said though
the Chair was fully authorised to decide un-
der which rule a debate should take place,
it was in line with the democratic traditions
of Parliament that a consensus view of the
Housz should prevail on the subject.

Expressing concern over the entire
week having been “wasted” without work
being done and the Finance Bills pending
for discussion, Mr Sayeed appeaied to all
parties to ensure a “compromise solution”
was worked out within the next three days,

TUE Ty vECw A
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ATAL BIHARI Vajpayvee today
dared the Opposition to move a
no-confidence motion against his
Government as an all-party mee-
ting convened by Lok Sabha
Deputy Speaker P M Saveed
failed to end the stand-off in Par-
liament on the Gujarat issue.
The QOpposition and the rul-
ing alliance did not budge an
inch at the meeting, attended by
Jajpayee, Sonia Gandhi and
other leaders. The Opposition
stuck to its demand for a discus-
sion under Rule 184 — a censure
motion that entails voting. But
the Governmen: held that it
should be debated under Rule
193, which would not involve
any voting. Saveed. however,
hoped the deadlock would be re-
solved within the next two days.
Rejecting the charge that the
Government was shying away
from a trial of strength, Vajpay-
ee said if the Opposition wanted
to test the NDA's strength, it
could move a no-confidence mo-
tion. Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Pramod Mahajan told re-
porters. CPI(M) leader Somnath
Chatterjee. however, said the PM
made no such direect challenge.
Sonia Gandhi and other Op-
position leaders rejected Vajpay-
ee's counsel of Rule 193, saying
such a discussion would be too
short and would net help in clar-
itying the stand of all parties.
BJP allies Trinamool Janata

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, April 19

Defence Minister Genrge Fernandes addresses reporters in Ahmedabad on Friday. He said nothing had

been finalised yet on an Army pullout from riot-hit Gujarat.

Dal{(T) and the MDMK did not
attend the hourlong meeting.
The TDP and the Trinamool
hold that the Lok Sabha should
discuss Gujarat but it is for the
Deputy Speaker to decide on the
type ot debate. The JD(II) and
the MDMK are opposing any de-
bate involving voting. Sayeed
said though it is the Speaker's
prerogative to decide on the
type of debate, consensus has
been the tradition.

Mahajan said a censure dis-

cussion was not possible under
the rules of business since the
Gujarat issue had been discussed
in the House. The Centre was not
directly dealing with law and or-
fder in Gujarat. Besides, the vio-
lence was under investigation by
4 commission appointed by the
State Government.

He said law and order was a
State subject and it was for the
Gujarat Assembly to decide Mo-
di’s fate, “Tomorrow some party
might demand the West Bengal

o
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(Report on Page 9)

CM's reinoval. How can the Cen-
tre accede to such a demand?”

The Opposition rejected the
Government’s challenge of a
trust motion, saving such a
move would help the NDA keep
together its allies. “A no-trust
motion against the Centre can't
remove Modi. It should be
moved in Gujarat Assembly™
said Congress leader Anand
Sharma.

Related reports on Page 9
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Qoﬁpn Demands Adjburnm'éﬁ"t Over G"ujafat, BJP Seeks Sonia’s Apology

Qur Political Bureau
NEW DELRI 1€ APRIL

HE LOGJAM in Parliament

I un the issue of removal of the

Gujarat chief minister Naren-

dra Modi continued for the second

day on Tuesday, as treasury and

Opposition benches stuck to their

respective stands, forcing the

adjournment of both the Houses
for the day.

That some common meeting
ground still eluded both sides
became evident when chairs of
hoth Houses lost no rime in calling
it a day, after members refused o
relent and persisted with disrupt-
ing the proceedings.

The Oppuosition kept up its
demand for an adjournment
motion on the Gujarat issue, which
was squarely rejected by the gov-
ernment. BIP members, on the oth-
er hand, sought an apology from
Congress president Sonia Gandhi
for her remarks against Prime Min-
ister Alal Behari Vajpavee in Guwa-
hati recently.

Significantly, the manner in
which the government allowed the
House 1o be adjourned within min-
uies ciearly indicated that it was
more anxious to settle things with
the TDP first. There were indica-
tions of backroom manoeuvres
being made from various quartets
1o try and coax the TDP supremo
Chandrababu Naidu to acquiesce

Logjam over Modi

VYV AJPAYEE

to the NDA's wishes.

1t seemed 1o have gained par-
tial success at least with the Tri-
nameol Congress. According to
agency reports, Ms Mamata Baner-
jee said in Kolkata rthat the
Trinamool was witly the NDA
and would be voting in favour
of the government, although
its Opposition 10 Moedi's conti-
nuation remained.

In the Qpposition camp, there
was somewhat dampening news
for the Congress, which had sound-
ed upbeat atter Mulayam Singh
Yadav responded positively 1o Mg
Sonia Gandhi's request and attend-
ed an Opposition meeting that she
convened. “Leaders of almost all

The Economic Thws:
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Soniar BURNING ISSUE

ing in Lok Sabha,” CPI-M leader

after the meeting.

and TUML,

Mr Chatterjee also charged that
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj- |
payee had “forfeited the right to

lead the nation.”

4 %J P endorses

| decision not to

pgntinues

remove Modi

New Delhi
16 APRIL

HE BJP parliamentary party, on
Tuesday, endorsed the party

! national executive's decision not
fo1o remove Gujaral chief minister
i Navendra Modi and asserted it will

oppose any adjournment motion
on the Giparat issue.
The parliainentary party also

i opposed any move 1o have a dis-
major non-Congress Opposition ;
partics met on Taesday. We have 3
decided to insist on a discussion |
under Rule 184 which requires vot- |
i resolution on Gujarat. The party
Sommnath Ghatterjee told reporters i
i removing Mr Narendra Modi as

Asked about the stand of the |
Congress, he said "it is an open
appeal to all parties. Let them take
their own decision.” Those who |
attended the meeting included lead- |
ers of all Left parties, Samajwadi |
Parly, NCP, RID, Keraja Congress |

cussion on the issue under Rule
184 which provided for voting,
“The parfiamentary party
endorsed Goa national executive's
agreed that there was no need for

chief minister,” party spokesman
V.K. Malhnira said. — FT}

House debacle
threat to NDA

New Delhi
16 APRIL

RIME MINISTER Aial Behari
Vajpayee on Tuesday described

i the disruption of parliamentary

. told reporters.

; A clarification

| R VIJAY Malfya was not
H accompanied by Dimple
( Kapadia as the caption to the

f n Tuesday’s edition of The Eco-

proceedings by the Opposition on
the Gujarat issue as a “challenge”
1o the ruling National Demaocratic
Alliance and asked all MPs of the
ruling coalition 1o face it together.

Mr Vaipavee said the Opposi-
tion parties were “not interes-

ted in a test of strength,”
party spokesman V.K. Malhotra
- PTI

agency phoio carried on this page

nomic Times mentioned. He was
flanked by his wife, Rekha
Mailya. This inadvertent mistake
was di {o an erroneous PTI pho-
to caption circulated on Monday

| evening. The agency correcte
j 1he caption on Tuesday.
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PM says he is ready

'S\\\

for trial ‘of stren

TDP hardens stand, Mamata backs Naidu

Times News Network
PANAJL Prime Minister A B. Vajpayee on
Sunday hit back at his critics among: the
National Democratic Alliance pariners who
have opposed the BIP's decision not to
remove Gujarat chief minister Narendra
Modi. Mr Vajpavee said he was ready to face
a trial of strength in parliament when the
time came. “If necessary, we will prove our
majority in the Lok Sabha" he told
reporters, The three-day national executive
of the BIP concluded here with a commit-
ment noi to deviate from the commeon agen-
da of the NDA.

for another two or three days before finally }
announcing the withdrawal of support or
deciding to extend issues- based support Lo
the government.

Another key ally of the BJP. the Trinamul |

Congress, also threw its weight behind Mr
Naidu on the Modi issuc.

“Whatever stand the TDP will take on the
Gujarat issue, we are fully with them.”

Trinamul chief Mamata Banerjee told news-
men in Kolkata after holding a detailed dis-

cussion with Mr Naidu over the phone.
Emphasising thdt the TDP had alwavs

In a related
development, the
Telugu Desam

Purty has reiterat-
ed ils demand for
the removal of Mr
Moaodi.

Andhra Pradesh
chief minister and
TDP president N,
Chandrababu
Naidu held talks
with senior party
leaders at his resi-
dence on Sunday
and apprised them
of the talks he had §
with Mr Vajpayee,
LK Advani and
Pramod Mahajan
on Saturday night.

A TDP polit-

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpavee speaks
to journalists after laying the foundation stone
of a secretariat building in Panaji on Sunday.

supported her
party on all issucs,
Ms Bancrjee said,
“Now 1t is our turn
to support them.
Old  friends are
real friends, new
! friends are like
seasonal birds.”

To a query
whether her party,
which has nine
members in the
Lok Sabha, would
leave the NDA.
Ms Banerjce said
she would discuss :
the issue with Mr
MNaidu, saying,
“whatever we will
do, will do togeth-
er’,

Meanwhile., the

buro member said that Mr Naidu expressed
unhappiness over the manner it which the
BJIP leadership was deviating from the com-
mon agenda of the NDA. The politburo
meambers are understood to have said that
the party should give greater imoortance to
maintaining the secular image of the party
and should not besitate to distance itself
from the BJP A second politburo meeting
was scheduled to be held later in the night to
decide whether to withdraw support to the
NDA government, However, according to
party sources. the TDP may decide to wait

v

¥ F A B

BJP. which on the opening day of the Goa
conclave, proudly wore its Hindutva tag with
the Prime Minister making an unusually stri-
dent speech about terronsm, later saw the
party toning down its rhetoric on the issue in
an apparent bid to mollify the secular allics
angry over the BJP*s decision w0 go in for
elections in Gujarat.

But at the same time, the party also made
it clear that allies had no right 1o “interfere™
in the BIP’s affairs and could not dictate
who its chief minister should be in a state
ruled by it.
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‘government ready for show of
. strength, says Va]payee

WKMtﬂMf

April 14, — Mr Asal Behari Vajpayee today
said the NDA was ready for a show of
strength, though most faces in the BIP’s na-
tional executive meeting here seemed wor-
ried at the fast developments, The BIP pres-
ident, Mr Jana Krishoamurthy, asserted that
the government would go along even if the
TDP withdrew support.

The party is rying to work out an arrange-
ment with the BSP in Uttar Pradesh to get the
support of its 13 Lok Sabha members to coun-
terbalance the TDP in any show of strength,
The Prime Minister told the executive that a
decision on Uttar Pradesh would be taken by
the BIP's parliamentary board soon.

Mr Krishnamurthy ruled out the BIP re-
considering its stand on the Gujarat chict
minister and the executive suggestion for
dissolution of the state Asserably and fresh
poils. He asserted that nane of the alkies has
the right 1o dictare terms to the BJP and
vice-versa. “The guestion of Mr Narendra
Modi's continuation is beyond the scope of
any NDA partner. It also applies to pasties
supporting the NDA.”

The Prime Minister tried to prop up the
national executive members in his valedicio-
ry message, saving “we'll face the consequen-
ces”. He told them that despite being oid. he
was quite capable of handling the sttuup

He usked party leaders to set aa;de ln a-{Har-
ty differences to face the challengek.

The Prime Minister twld repondrs in the
morning that the BIF was ready for a show

Sonia says sorry

NEW DELHI, April 14, -— Mrs Sonia Gan-
dhi today apologised for her reraark on Mr
Atal Behari Vajpavee, In Guwahatl yester-
day, she said the Prime Mimister hach fost his
“mental balance”. “T'm not happy with the
expression | used vesterday about the
Prime Minister on the spur of the moment.
1 didn’t mean it. However, we in the Con-
press are gravely concerned at frequent
changes in the stand of the Prime Minister
on the seculay issues in peneral and the dis-
turbing situation in Gujarat in particalar.”
Earlier in the day, Mr Vajpayee dismissed
Mrs Gandhi’s bath, saying this only shows
“her mentabty”, — SIS/ F11

of strength, if needed. He said talks were on
with the TDP and hoped that someilting
positive would emerge.

He told the nationa! executive that he had
asked Mr N Chandrababu Naidu whether he
had taken his stand after studving the Gujar-
at situation, “Did he send a team o Gujarat

get a first hand account. [ asked him and
told him that newspapers were reporting di-

1§ 1or My

rectly the opposite of the actual situation
thete,” he said.

Whik: speaking about Uttar Pradesh, the
Prime Minister became poetic. He said:
" Sanghursh ke path per veh il sahi woh bhi
sahl, sangharsh ki ragh mein kuch milte hain
kuch bichad jaate hain. [sse darma nahi cha-

“hive {In struggde. bath things are right. While

some meet some part ways. One skould not
be afraid of this).”

Mr Krishnamurthy gave vent to the par-
ty’s anger against the TDP and its laest
statement that electoral process was being
used to settle communal agenda.

The TDP was free to take any stand, but it
was against the spirit of the NDA that an al-
ty should demvand resignation of a chief min-
istes of its partner, he said. Ever since the
NDA was formed, it was for goverpance at
the Centre, he stressed.

To give a positive message to other NDA
parmers, the BIP has decided to set up a
sub-committec that would look into various
aspects of the party’s Chennal declaration in
the context of the NDAs nationad agenda for
goversance.

Based on the committee’s findings, the
party would take up issues for the mass con-
tact programme it plans to faunch 1o counter
the Congress.

The BIP had accepted the challenge an
would carry the battle into the
fort. Mr Krishnamurthy said.
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i \ By Neena Vyas

GOA, APRILJ13 The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
pavee, thaUnion Home Minister, 1..K. Advani and
the Parlialentary Affairs Minister, Pramod Ma-
hajan, met late night here on the sidelines of the
national executive meeting of the BJP and dis-
cussed the apparent threat of withdrawal of sup-
port te the Vajpavee Government by the Telugu
Desam Puily. A phone call was made to the TDP
loader, N. Chandrababu Naidu. in Hyderabad,
whuo is reported to have conveyed to the BJP lead-
ership that his party’s decision on withdrawal of
support would be made known only tomorrow
. only after a formal meeting of the party.

| BJP decision on Gujarat
opposed

|
|
| By Our Special Correspondent

!HYDERABAD, APRIL 13, The Telugu Desam has

strongly opposed the BJP decision to dissolve the
Gujarat Assembly and reiterated its demand for a
change of leadership in the riot-torn State.

The party polithuro presided over by the Chief

Minister and v president, N. Chandrababu
| Naidu, on Sattirday night, adopted a resolution to
s

TDP decision today

the effect. The resolution sajd it was ‘opposed ta
using the noble process of elections for achieving
narrow and communal ends’.

It saii that secularism was a fundamental prin-
ciple of the TDP and strict adherence to it was the
condition for its support 1o the NDA alliance at
the Centre. The Telugu Desam believed India was
a plaralistic society and that divisive forces could
not take the country forward. Blaming the Guj-
arat Government for ‘total failure' to restore
peace and norrality after violence broke out, it
said the administration was also accused of gross
partiality and even complicity in handling the law
and order situation. Effective and impartial in-
tervention could have curbed the gross human
iragedy. Several impartial individuals and orga-
nisations spoke of the 'lapses’ of the Gujarat Gov-
ernment in curbing violence.

The politburo went on: “To say that clections
will be held in Gujarat to decide on this, is in our
view, trying to make political capital of a human
tragedy and a covert attempt to clothe narrow
and partisan ends with the legitimacy of a demo-
cratic process’. The leadership in Gujarat, iLsaid,
had lost the moral authority to goveprnd the
devious use of the electoral s could not
restore such authority,

/
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~ Govt ‘interprets’ its
rules to suit Rellance

NEW DELHI, April 4. — “In-
terpretation”, not rules, seems
to be the decider for disqualify-
ing bidders of public sector com-
panies. Disinvestment minister
Mr Arun Shourie has said Reli-
ance Industries can bid for the
Indian Petrochemicals Limited
([PCL}, because the case against
it does not show prima facie evi-
dence that the company or ifs
exccutives violated “national
security”.

When Mr Shourie’s bureau-
cratic deputy, secretary Mr Pra-
dip Baijal, was asked how the
Hindujas, who were bidding for
Air India, were disqualified
under national security consid-
erations — the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security had met to
discuss the issue — he said the
“ministry had made its own in-
terpretation”.

Pressed further, Mr Baijal
said: “Please ... I do not want to
go into these details now.”

His reluctance to elaborate is
perhaps explained by the abun-
dant lack of logic in the minis-
try's “interpretation” of its own
guidelines in the two cases.

The Hindujas were charge-

sheeted by the CBI under the
Prevention of Corruption Act
for their alleged role in the Bo-
fors payoffs case. The CBI char-
gesheet nowhere mentions that
the Hindujas were passing se-
crets to the nation’s enemies.

Yet, when the disinvestment
ministry considered the Relia-
nce Industries case, its internal
assessment hinged on the fact
that the CBI complaint against
the Mumbai-based company,
though based on the Official Se-
crets Act (OSA), did fot men-
tion Sections 3, 5(1) and 5(3) of
the legislation. These deal with
espionage and passing of nation-
al security-related information
te enemies.

Since the disinvestment minis-
try guidelines require that a
chargesheet is enough ground
for disqualifying a bidder only
when national security is in-
volved — a conviction is re-
quired for other offences — and
since the internal assessment no-
ted that the relevant sections of
OSA were not applicable for Re-
liance, the company was cleared
to bid for IPCL.

But this raises the almost un-
answerable question: these of-
fences were not applicable to the
Hindujas either. So, under what

L

“interpretatiof” yere they de-

emed to have fidlated national
security?

Not only were the Hindujas
barred from Air India, bat Ashok
Leyland, in which the London-
based group has a stake, with-
drew from the bid for 1BP; the
withdrawal was in anticipation of
a show. cause notice to be served
by the disinvestment ministry.

The ministry won’t answer the
glaring contradiction in the ap-
plication of its own guidelines in
the two cases, not even after Mr
Baijal had earlier quoted his
minister as saying that the guide-
lines would be “followed blind-
Iy”. Instead, it is getting busy
selling IPCL. Mr Baijal said
IPCL will be sold scon, “proba-
bly within this month™.

Reacting to the disinvestment
ministey giving a clean chit te
Reliance, senior CPI-M leade.
from West Bengal, Mr Somnath
Chatterjee, said: “This is vet an-
other example of the double
standards of the Vajpayee gov-
ernment in implementing guide-
lines, especially when it comes to
their favourites in the industry
who may also be their benefac-
tors. Therefore, the decision on
Reliance shou'lerprisc

any one



PM rejects Pirabhakaran plea

Nilova Roy Chaudhurv

ON BOARD THE PM's SPECI&.L
AIRCRAFT, April 11 — The Prime Minister
today ruled out any role by ladia in the
proposed peace tatks between the 8ri Lankan
government and the LTTE, but said New
Delhi would “sympathetically” consider the
request to extend medical help 0 the atling
LTTE spokesman, Anton Balasingham. “We
aren’t going to be part of any negotiations or
interferc in any talks between the Sri Lankan
government and the LTTE”

On his tenure in office, Mr Atal Behan
Vajpayee said: ‘Half the night &5 over, the
other half remains.”. The comment possablv
reflects the hope that dawn might break. But it
suggests an acceptance of the fact that his
tenure has been rather bleak. Asked if the
Centre was to biame for the BJP’s reverses in
the recent polls, he said the results “hadn’t
been up to the expectations”, He stressed the

need to study the reasons behind the debacle.
Mr Vajpayee was non-committal over the

demands for removal of the Gujarat chief

minister, saying the matter will be discussed
at the BIP national executive meeting in Goa
tomorrow: “Goa mein vichar hoga”

The Prime Minister was upbeat about his
trips to Singapore and Cambodia, which he
said was in pursuance of New Delhi’s “Look
East” policy. His tours to Indonesia, Malaysia
and Vietnam last year and Mr Jaswant Singh’s
visit to Myanmar eartier this month, too, were
illustrated the government’s commitment to
stenghten ties with South-east Asia.

Describing his two-nation tour as “fruitful
and rewarding”, Mr Vajpayee said Singapo-
rean leaders had reaffitrmed their desire tont-
ensify hilateral interaction and acceferate the
progress in various areas of cooperation, He
also spoke on terrorism, and stressed that
the Island Republic, too, has been stirred by
recent arrests of Al-Qaida activists. The lea-
ders there had raised with him the issue of

17 A°0 720

“Islamlc fundamentahsm as opposed to
terrorism, and the need to curb both.

His visit to Cambaodia, the first by an Indian
PM in almost 50 years, was specially satisfying.
He was moved by the hospitality of King
Norodom Slhanouk, who even arranged for
Indian cuisine for him. Mr Vajpayee said his
visit was to correct the “imbalance” in bila-
teral ties that had cropped up due to Cold War
exigencies, and to thank Cambodia for its role
in backing India’s effort 10 be a summit-level
partner 0f the Asean,

Lanka sees bope in offer: Praising vesterday’s
LTTE peace overwre, the Sti Lankan Prime
Minister today said a political solution to 18
years of ethnic strife is now a possibility, But
Mr Ranil Wickremesinghe cautioned that
making & politician owi of ap armed guerrilla
will nothe an avernight process, reports AP T
from Colombo.

More reports on pages 2 and 6 ‘
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“Decision on U.P. after

Minister] Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today gave more than a hint that
the Bharatiya Janata Party
would decide on a political tie-
up with the Bahujan Samaj Party
ta form a government in Uttar
Pradesh after his return on April
I1 from Singapore and
Cambodia.

Sources in the BJP had earlier
indicated that the parliamentary
board of the party could meet
after its three-day national exec-
ative meeting in Goa, which
staris the day after the Prime
Minister’s return. if discussions
on a political arrangement of
power-sharing with the Bahujan

! Samaj Party could be sewn up

over the next one week, then the
parliamentary board could meet
to review its earlier stand that
the BJP had been given the man-
date to sit in the opposition and
it must do so.

“This will be discussed after |
return,” Mr. Vajpayee said when
presspersons sought his com-
ment on the consultations be-
tween the BJP and the BSP on
government-formation in  the
State, which is currently under
President's Rule. The Human
Resource Development Minis-
ter, Murli Manohar Joshi, who
enjoys a rapport with the BSP
general secretary, Mayawati,
and was reported to have met
her recently, also indicated that
a decisivn would be known
“soon.”

The Uttar Pradesh BJP chief,
Kalraj Mishra, said in Lucknow
yesterday that there was no
question of discussing the issue
as the party's parliamentary
board had decided that the BJP
must sit in the opposition. But
there have been reports, hoth
from the B]P and the BSP
camps, that some consultations
are on.

| return: Vaj payee

The Unioh Home Minister, L.K. Advani, showing a paper to
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, at the Indira Gandhi
Intermnational Airport, in New Delhi on Sunday. The External
Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, looks on. — PTI

Over the last one week, a
string of leaders from the State
had met Mr. Vajpayee and the
BJP president, Jana Krishnamur-
thi, However, it was not known
what exactly was discussed.

For the moment, both the BJP
and the BSP are keeping their
cards close ta their chest. And
that is to be expected as there is
considerable resistance to a po-
litical arrangement between the
two in both the parties.

In the B]P, a sizeable number
of MPs and MLAs from the State
feel that yet another coalition
government with the BSP would
prove faial for the party as the
already shaky upper casic
Hindu vote support base of the
B)P would move to the Congress
it the BJP were to help Ms. May-
awati become Chief Minister for
time. As for the BSP it
large number of Muslim
s and after the recent hap-
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penings related to the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and Avodhya
and the viclence against the mi-
norites in Gujarat, they are cer-
tain to feel uneasy about a tie-up
with a party which is being in-

- creasingly seen as anti-Muslim.

Ms. Mayawati was reported to
have indicated in Lucknow to-
day that she would reveal her

~cards at an "appropriate time"”

but refused to say anything
more art this juncture. But some
of her supporters in the BSP
have been saying that “there is
no way out except for the BJP 10
SUPpOTL a Mavawati-led
government.”

PTT reports:

A hoax phone call about the
planting of a bomb at the airport
hours before Mr. Vajpavee's de-
parture sent the security appa-
ratus into a tizzy.

PM in Singapore: Page 11
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“PM’s advice a ‘sentimental outpouring’

()\:

New Delhi, April 5: A day

er the Prime Minister
asked Narendra Modi to fol-
low raj dharma, the RSS
sprang to his defence, dis-
missing Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee’s advice as “sentimental
outpouring” and warning
him against sacking the
Gujarat chief minister.

“Tt is very dangerous to kick
Modi out because think of what

FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

will happen if he is kicked out.
He becomes an enemy of the
BJE and, in effect, the Sangh
and the VHP also becotne ene-
mies of the BJP. The party will
lose two of its most important
constituents,” a senior RSS
member said.

Viclence erupted at Sabar-
mati and Vatva in Ahmedabad
late tonight, forcing police to gun
down two people. Another per-
son was stabbed to death.

- The Sangh is slated to give its
first official certificate of com-
mendation to Modi in the next
issue of its mouthpiece, Organis-
er. Editor Sesharri Chari, who is

writing the piece, said he would

3,

Sangh rallies
"behind

odi

quote Vajpayee's raj dh?ma timental o tplur'mgs because

phrase {(which he described as
“fair enough ™); reproduce ex-
cerpts from a Gujarat govern-
ment report on Godhra and the
ensuing violence; and conclude
that “a new beginning has to be
made in Gujarat and for this
everybody should rise. above
party and ideology”.

Claiming there was more pre-
ssure on the BJP leadership to
sack not Modi but his predeces-
sor Keshubhai Patel, RSS sour-
ces said the chief minister’s gre-
atest asset was “his ability to cre-
ate and lead an effective team™.
“The moment the Delhi brass try
to tamper with him, be sure this
team will come to his rescue.”

Pointing out that Vaipayee
had taken *“utmost care” o keen
Modi in good humour during his
Ahmedahad visit, the sources
stressed that sacking him will
not be easy.

“The Prime Minister made it
a point to first visit Godhra and
the train, and the camps came
much later. That set the tone and
tenor of his visit. Whatever he
said later about events being
shameful and the entire country
being with the victims were sen-

he'’s an emotional person.”

The BJE, too, persisted with
its defence of Modi, interpreting
Vaipayee's advice as a “general
remark”. “We do not see it as a
disapproval of Modi.”
spokesman Sunil Shastri said.

But rumblings have begun in
the BJP about how Modi can
turn into a “liability” if the Gu-
jarat violence continues. Many
see Vajpayee's comments yestet-
day as a sternmessage to Modito
“pull up his socks”.

A national executive member
said: “Apart from the VHP and
the RS8S’ backing, everything
else has gone against Modi. But,
so far, the heat is only on him.
The moment it reaches Vajpavee,
he will havetoact,”

On when Vajpayee would
“act”, the explanation was: “In
similar situations, Congress gov-
ernments have also taken their
own time 10 act. As in Orissa,
where Giridhar Gamang came
uhder enormous pressure to
quit (after the supercyclone)
but the high command sacked
him after the heat and dust

had settled.” /

B See Page §
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/g Atal’s Acid Test 0
(,;\i(a helpless prime ﬁtcr reluctantly packs his bags fdr a first-hand

asscssment of the groundyrealities in Gujarat — a full month after he
described the carage in the state as a kalank — the Modi government
has gone into an administrative overdrive. The intent behind this
sudden flurry of activity — like everything else that Mr Modi has done
or, more often, not done in the past month - is as cynical as it is chilling:
To sweep under the welcoming red carpet for Atalji, all tell-tale signs of
his own government’s complicity in abetting the horrific aftermath of
Godhra. On Tuesday, barely 48 hours before Mr Vajpayee was due
to arrive, state and municipal officials woke up to the realisation that
thousands of violence victims in the state have been left to “live™ in
conditions that defy human imagination. On a war footing, they sct
about turning the two or so camps, that the prime minister is expected to
see for himself, into model human habitations. From supplies of safe
drinking water to generous helpings of DD, from cash doles to tents
for protection from the blistering sun, they brought to the inmates the
fruits of Mr Modi's munificence. While the official machinery was
frantically sprucing up the camps — which neither the chief minister
nor any of his ministers has so far visited even once — Mr Modi
magnanimously found time (s express concern about the “plight” of the
affected people. He even granted an audience to represcntatives from
minority groups. promising them “soft loans” to rebuild their shattered
lives, homes and businesses. Having done all he could to address the
Atalfi’s reparted ultimatum on rehabilitation of victims, Mr Modi can
only blame his stars that the violence in the state showed no signs of
abating and has in fact spread to new areas.

Not that Mr Modi needs to worry too much on that count. A day after
the National Human Rights Commission took the Gujarat government
to task for its failure to control violence and provide relief, the BJP
president, Jana Krishnamurthy, gave Mr Modi a clean chit and ruled out
any change of leadership in the besieged, lawlcss state. Parroting the
chief minster’s righteous refrain against the media for its “partisan’”
coverage of the communal situation, Mr Krishnamurthy upheld
Mr Modi’s specious claims of having restored normality in the state.
Shocking though Mr Krishnamurthy’s irresponsible outhurst might be,
itis ot a piece with the pronouncements of the parivar, In the last few
weeks, the RSS and its affiliate organisations have made it abundantly
clear that they see nothing wrong in the Gujarat government’s handlin o
of the violence and subscquent relicf operations in the state. Clearly.
even before Ataljileaves for Gandhinagar, every effort is being made to
present him with a fait accompli: To exonerate Mr Modi from any
blame. A whisper campaign has meanwhile begun, jauding Mr Maodi as
anew Hindutva hero, who will bring the party untold electoral bountics
in the future. While the prime minister is said to be deeply unhappy with
the events unfolding in Gujarat, he has demonstrated no public will to
crack the whip-Against the guilty government in Gandhinagar. [4 s
time Mr Vaifayce demonstrated the authority reposed in him by
s Indians. Bringing Mr Maodi to account is only the first
rv step in that long endeavour.
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Modi dehant desplté dress Ing

By Smita Gupta % a\ il

OWIY

Sanjay Sekhri

Times News Network NM

NEW DELHI: Mindful of how

Gujarat’s communal carnage has

hurt the BJP, Prime Minister Atal

Behari Vajpayee finally cracked

the whip on Wednesday, albeit in
+. private, telling Gujarat chief minis-

. ter Narendra Modi that he wanted

L. the state government to prepare a

blueprint for the rehabilitation of
" the 97,000 persons living in 101
reliefl camps before he visits the
state next week.

Mr Vajpayee said the chief min-
ister should take such confidence-
. building measures as providing

alternative housing to people
® whose homes had been destroyed
.. by rioters and creating conditions
that would allow refugees to
return home. Until this happens,
the situation in Gujarat could not
be described as normal, Mr
Vajpayee said.

Mr Vaipayee was so unhappy
with Mr Modi that he refused the
chief mimister permission to tell
the press that the prime minister
was satisfied with his performance,
. sources said. Mir Vajpavee told Mr

Modi he wanted to see how the

Gujarat chief minister conducted
-+ himself in the future, When Mr
mModl was asked the same question
- by the press, he tned to avaoid
answering by saying, “It is not a
question of whether people are
satisfied or pot.” Pressed further,
he said, “Everyone is satisficd.”

Mr Modi had made a
Powerpoint presentation on the
Gujarat situation o the prime
minister and the home minister.
Government sources said that
when the PM told Mr Modi that he
expected him to build new homes
for those whose houses had been
burnt down, the chief minister said
he did not have the funds to do so,
The PM told him that he should

-

-

MODI} BI.'UES

THE GUJARAT CH]EF MINISTER GETS AN OPPOSITE REACFION Narendra Modl spe to

Prime Minister Atal Behari Yajpayee at his residence in New Delhi on Wednesday.

mobilise funds from private agen-
cies as had been done for earth-
quake victims. But Mr Modi
expressed his reluclance to do so,
the sources said.

As for providing security to
those too scared to return home,
Mr Modi told the PM that many
were casual labourers who did not
want to leave the camps because
they had no jobs or money. The
PM said that it was Mr Modi’s job
to create conditions in which they
would get work again.

The PM also dismissed Mr
Modi's complaint that media
reports were exaggerated, empha-
sising he wasnt very concerned

o,

about the opposition or the media.
Mr Vajpayee said he was finding it
difficult to explain to members of
his own party why violence in the
state had not stopped. Unsatisfied
with Mr Modi’s explanation that
the recent transfer of senior police
officers who bad done their job by
acting against the rioters and
arresting VHP leaders was a “rou-
tine™ affair, the PM said transfers
must be done in such a transparent
manner that no one could
criticise them.

However, Mr Modi struck a
defiant tone with joumalists later
when he said the police officers
had been promoted, not punished.

-
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Mr Modi alse announced that the
Centre would provide half the
amount to be paid as compensa-
tion to those who had lost family
members. The Prime Minister said
he would consider Mr Modi's
demand that the Centre provide a
Rs 100 crore grant for rations for
those living in camps and money
for rehabilitation. Mr Vajpayee
said he would make an accounce-
ment about this when he visits
Gujarat. Mr Modi dismissed the
National Human Rights
Cormmission report as “routine”,
adding that he had repiied to the
NHRC on Wednesday.
M See Edit: Blind Apathy, Page




/ Why Valpayée took a hardlme stance
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. Why did the Prime
Minister, Alal Behari Vajpayee, flare up so
dramaltically on Tuesday evening towards
the fag end of the POTO debate in the Joint
Sitting of Parliament? In his theatrical “in-
tervention” which was aimed entirely at the
Leader of the Opposition, Sonia Gandhi,
the Prime Minister went hammer and tongs
at her and ended up provoking an unprece-
dented confrentation in the Central Halk
Ilis performance was at variance with his
own cultivated image of moderation.

The non-NDA opinion is unanimous that
Mr. Vajpayee over-reacted, and that his re-
sponse was totally disproportionate to the
nature or cause of provocation, if any, from
Ms. Gandhi. In the non-NDA view, the
Prime Minister did not enhance his or his
office’s prestige. And, by reacting in so ex-
aggerated a manner, that too before a na-
tional audience, Mr. Vajpayee has
unwittingly helped consecrate Ms. Gand-
hi's leadership credentials.

But the other side fully justifies the Prime
Minister’s reaction; and, in fact, there is a
sense of near jubilation in the NDA circles
that Mr, Vajpayee has taken his gloves off.
This display of partisanship has given com-
fort to the BJP back-benchers who feel
comfortable in anti-Sonia Gandhi rhetoric.

_ Even the traditional anti-Congress parties
| such as the Telugu Desam and the DMK are
| happy to find one more occasion to indulge

By Harish Khare

in t1e1r anti-Congressism. H

Fowever, it is believed that the Prime
M.aister was quite upset over the tone and
tenior of Ms. Gandhi’s entire speech, which
was seen as part of a carefully-crafted polit-
ical move. According to one Prime Minis-
terial aide, Ms. Gandhi's intervention was
perhaps motivated by a desire “to test the
waters” and see if the Congress could
launch a comprehensive offensive against
Mr. Vajpayee.

The instant decision was that Ms, Gandhi
should not be allowed to establish any kind
of beachhead against the Prime Minister’s
credibility and competence. A calculated
display of tantrum recommended itsell.
And that is precisely what the seasoned pat-
liamentarian proceeded to do.

Ly asking Ms. Gandhi to keep away from
his presumed troubled relations with the
Sangh Parivar, Mr. Vajpayee endeared him-
self to the RSS bosses, cost-effectively at
tha..

Though Ms. Gandhi had vaguely talked
ahout the Government's “moral integrity”,
the Prime Minister saw it as casting an as-
pession on his personal integrity. This pre-
sumed personal slur had to refuted. But
more than that, it was part of Mr. Vaj-
payee's calculation that he had to re-state
and reassert his moral authority, within his
own party, within the ruling National Dem-
ocratic Alliance as well as in the country at
large.

The high personal popularity and accept-

')

2ui

ability that he enjoys — and which got de
pleted when he succumbed to interiia
pressures and reinducted George lor

nandes in the Cabinet — had (o re-estas

lished, This was the purpose of 1

dramatic outburst. The calculation is tha -
would be a while before Ms. Gandhi gather
the courage to attack the Prime Minister
An evening worth all the tantrums and ths
commation.

New HC _ltidges

By Our Legal Correspondeint

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. The Prosident, 07
Narayanan, has appointed Shanti Lal k.-
char, Krishan Kumar Lahoti, Uma Nuail
Singh, Narain Singh “Azad"”, Prabhat Cha-
dra Agarwal and Chandresh Bhushan, .
additional judges of the Madhya Prade i
High Court, judges of the same court.

Subhas Samvatsar, Ajit Singh, Hajendi:
Menon and Sugandhilal jain have been -
pointed additional judges of the court
two years.

For the Bombay High Cour(, the Pre
dent has appointed the additional jud.:
Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde, judge; Dho
nanjaya Yeshwant Chandrachud. additicn
al judge for two years and Ajay Maniki s

Khanwilkar, additional judge for thie
months from March 29,
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Bitter Bill blasts off -

HT Correspondent

New Delhi, March 26 Qi ﬂ-’)

HIGH DRAMA and b#[terness
marked the passage of the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Bill 2002
here tonight as Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee lashed back at Sonia
Gandhi’s sharp criticism of his
leadership. Poto sailed through
the joint session of Parliament
as 425 members voted for it and
296 against.

The law will be binding on all
States, Though criminal laws
are under the Concurrent List,
the anti-terror legislation wili
have to be enforced by the States
who may either adopt it in toto
or make their own laws consis-
tent with the provisions of the
Central Act,

Having sat through most part
of the eight-hour long debate,
the Prime Minister, in his ex-
termmpore intervention, accused
the Leader of Opposition of lev-
elling “personal charges” ag-
ainst him. Reacting to certain
ohservations in Sonia’s speech
delivered at the very outset, Vaj-
payee demanded an apology for
questioning his Government’s
“moral integrity”:

What stung Vajpavee were So-
nia’'s biting comments that he
was succumbing to Sangh Pari-
var pressures. “Will he be sub-
missive and weak in his leader-
ship or will he uphold the pres-
tige of the high office he holds?
His moment of reckoning has
come,” she said in her address.

“Is this the language to be
used against the Prime Minis-
ter? What does it mean? Am I be-

L

!
|
PTI PHOTO

POTO-0P: The Prime Minister flashes the victory sign after Parliament passed the terror Bill on Tuesday.

ing put in the dock?” asked Vaj-
payee in his rapid-fire riposte. *1
am not PM on Congress charity
I am Prime Minister despite
their opposition and shall re-
main so till the people want
me,” heshot back.

VOICES IN PARLIAMENT

Anti-POTO .
Congress paid a heavy price for
TADA, BJP will suffer for Poto.
-~ Mulayam Yadav (SP)
We'll go to the people against
Pata if it is passed today
— Raghuvansh Prasad (RJD)
Linder Poto, accused is a tef-
rorist if prosgcution says so.
. Kapil Sibal (Congress)

Pro-POTO

Rate of convictiohunder IPC,
other laws is just BS per cent.
— Arun Jatley (BJP)

Let’s pass Poto and ie people
decide if it is of any woth,

— Yerran Naide (TDP)
Shiv Sena backs Poto and
wants it to be more stringert.
— Manohar Joshi (Shiv Seqa)

Refuting the charge of being
under pressure from the US and
the Parivar, Vajpayee said had
that been so, iis Government
wouldn't have ordered the
Pokhran-IT test that one of his
predecessors had called off at
Washington's behest. He even
recounted his blunt talk with
Rill Clintton when he proposed a
meeting between Vajpavee and
Nawaz Sharif in the US during
the Kargil war.

Opposition benches were tak
en aback by the PM's outhurst.
As Vaipayee talked about his
parliamentary career, agitated
Congressmen rushed fo the Well
of Central Hall. For about 10
minutes, rumpus ruled in the
House, with Deputy Speaker P
M Saveeds pleas for order
falling on deaf ears.

While Sonia engaged in con-
sultations with her senior col-
leagues, former Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar tried to calm
tempers. At this siage, Arjun
Singh rose to make a pointof or-
der. The Treasury benches
protested against the Congress
MP taking the podium. Amid
protests from NDA members,
Singh argued that the Leader of
Opposition’s position cannot be
undermined. “The tone and
tenor of the PM's remarks has
not done him anv good.”

An immediate casuatty of the
PM's intervention was [, K Ad-
vani's reply to the debate. The
Home Minister spoke for less
than 10 minutes before com-
mending the Bill tea vote

More reports on Page & /
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' NEW DEELHI, MARCH 26. The Prime
! Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
| has summoned the Gujarat
. Chief Minister, Narendra Modi,
here wmaorrow to present him
the “facts” related to the con-
finuous violence in Gujarat. It
has not gone unnoticed by him
that afrer 26 days, the toting,
murder and looting have not yet
abated although ipitially his
Government had claimed that
the riots had been brought un-
der control within 72 hours.

It seems that Mr. Vajpavee is
worried that the former Chief
Justice of the Supremce Court
“and Chalrman of the National
Human Rights Comnission, 1S,
Verma, has virtually charged the
. State Government with inaction
'in the face of continued vie-

lence. Justice Verma has, in fact,

E PM summons Modi

-vE) vm N

publicly stated that he would
come out with his own reporr it
the Staie Government failed 1o
respond to his request for a full
and comprehenstve report on
the situarion.

Warse, recent reports have
suggested that police officers
and senior bureaucrais who did =~
not toe the Government “line”
were  being  transferred. The
Centre had to virtuaily order the
Stare Government to withdraw
selective use of POTO against
the Godhra accused when the
draconian law was not being
used against those arrested for
murder and rape of victims in
Ahmedabad and Vadodara, and
reports have also come in of po-
Iidcal pressure on police offi-
cers preventing  them  from
arresting VI and Bajrang Dal
leaders mentioned in firss infor-
mation reports by EyCWim?.

oHE HINDU



/ CONGRESS REJECTS PM APPEAL TO SUPPORT POTO

BJP dangles Cabinet
carrot for Mamata |

March 25, — The Congress today rejected the Prime Minis-
ter’s appeal to support Poto at tomorrow’s joint session of Par-
liament, even as the BJP warned the Trinamul that its chances
of getting into the Undon Cabinet would be undermined if it

didn’t support the Bill.

Mr Vajpayee said in Shimla that Oppo-
sition parties, pamcu[ar!y the Congress,
should give up their “politically motivated
resistance” to Poto because the country
was waging a war against cross-border ter-
rorism. The Congress stand is not in the
national Interest, be added, expressing
confidence aver the passing of the Bill.

Rejecting the Prime Minister’s plea, the
Congress said it (the appeal) “lacks sincet-
ity and is aimed at propaganda. If Mr Vaj-
payee was sincere he wouldn't have placed
the Bill in its present form, or have rejec-
ted our appeal to refer it o a select com-
mittee...,” Mr Jaipal Reddy said after a
meeting at 10 Janpath. The party issued a
whip to its MPs to attend tomorrow’s ses-
sion and vote against the Bill.

During the day, the Prime Minister
brushed aside Miss Mamata Banerjee’s
objections to the Bill, while admitting he
understood her compulsions. Senior BiP
leaders, however, said Miss Banerjee
would undermine her chances of getting
a Cabinet berth if she didn’t stand by the
NIDA now. The minister of state in the

PMO, Mr Vijay Goel, reportedly speke to her yesterday in an
attempt to persuade her to vote for the Bill.

V) Qi A

to the a]hance by voting against the Bill.
Mr Vajpayee and Mr LK Advani had taken exception to the

National Conference supporting the Bill in the Lok Sabha but

opposing it in the Rajya Sabha. Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Mr Farooq Abdullalt has, however, assured them that
his MPs would support the Bill at the joint session.

If the NDA leadership could be tough with Dr Abduliah, it

wouldn’t take much 1ime to isolate Miss Banerjee in case of

Muslim leaders’ plea

NEW DELHI, March 25. -~ Muslim

leadess have appeaied 10 MPs not to
vote for Poto at the joint sessiom.
They've also urged them to ensure de-
feat of the “black law” to protect the
“values of the Constitution”,

In a joint appeal to the MPs, they said:
“We urge you io listen to the call of
your conscience and vote against this
draconian, tyrannical and black law
unanimously in the joint sesstor of Par-
liamenr.” The 11 signatories o the ap-
peal include members from the Muslim
Personal Law Board and the Milli
Council. Leaders of the two organis-
ations said there were fears regarding
“belligerent use of this law against po-
litical adversaries and minorities”.
They also felt it would provide infinite
powers to the police. — SNS

NDA floar-managers are not so concerned about numbers as

thWe cmbarrassment that the Trinamul may cause
" —

negative vote, a BJP feader satd. Both Mr
Vapayee and Mr Advani are reportedly
angry with her for having criticised the
Union Budget. Also, at a recent NDA
meeting, the Prime Minister had snubbed
Miss Banerjee, asking her to explain the

need for floating a forum within the NDA.

More trouble for.Miss Banerjee came
from her bere noire Mr Ajit Panja, who
today extended his support for Poto. He
said he is in favour of Peca, too, because
the country and West Bengal needs a “s-
trong law” to fight terrorism. 4

Mr Panja ridiculed Miss Banerjee’s de-
cision mot to attend the joint session,
saying, “it's like procuring a false medical
certificate for a fake illness”.

He demanded a “high-level inquiry”

into why Miss Banerjee and Mr Sudip
Bandopadhyay had chosen to stay in Kol-
kata after forcing all other party MFs to
remain in Partizmem on 13 December,
He distributed a copy of the whip issued
by Mr Bandopadhyay asking all MPs to
be present in Parliament on 12 and 13
December, when the terror Bill was orig-

mally scheduled to be moved.

Editorial: Poto finish, page 4
More reports on p
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/(fajpayee, party strive

for right balance

Search for
Ram and
ower mix

FROM OUR SPEYIAL
CORRESPONDRNT

New Delhi, March 24: Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee is
keen that the BJP national exec-
utive — to meet at Panaji from
April 12.14 — should reinforce
the message that his govern-
ment will complete its full term
and adhere to the NI}A's common
minimum agenda which steers
clear of Ayodhya,

After pledging to his allies
that he would not pander to the
Sangh parivar to try and get a re-
prieve for his cealition. BJP
sources said Vajpayee has indi-
cated to the party that the Panajii
meeting should not get into the
“elaptrap” of Hindutva versus
governmental compuisions.

But going by the BJP's mood,
it may not be easy for Vajpayee to
push his wish-list through.

“The Prime Minister has just
weathered a crisis which was
mostly created by the VHP The
last thing he wants is that his pa-
riy should resurrect Avodhya
and other issues which are red
rags for our allies.” sources said.

However, by the sources’ pwi
admission, because the VHP's
agenda is backed by a large sec-
rion of the BJP the pelitical reso-
lution is expected te be worded
more tactfully and sav that while
the party is still committed to is
original ideology. the coalition
cunnot be dicrated by it

Besides. neither the BJP nor
Vajpavee will abdicate their “re-

ponsibility” of running the na-
tion mid-term just because some
quarters want to put the Ram
temple on the political map.

“We are in a bind,” conceded
a national executive member. “1f
we don't mention the word ideol-
0gV in the resolution, our cadre
would get restive again.”

The other concession the BIP
has apparently made towards
the hardliners is not to take ac-
tion against Vinay Kativar and
Mahant Aditvanath who had a
spat with NDA partners in Par-
liament nor even isolate them.
though Vajpayee was in favour of
both.

The BJP’s predicament is all
the more acute because the ses-
sien will also take stack of the re-
cent poll results, Given the drith-
bing it suffered, sources said qu-
estions would be raised if this
happened because the party had
jettisonetl Hifduatva. “Ih siich
circumstances, we cannat ignore
ideology altogether,” they said.

The balancing between “ide-
ology” and coalition compul
sions was evident in an address
Vajpavee made at a rally in Shi-
mla today, Agencies quoted him
as describing the Godhra inci-
dent as “most unfortunate” and
the fallout as “regretiable”. He
said while the Godhra culprits
would be dealt with according to
thelaw apanel had been setupto
inquire into the ensuing vio-
lence. He said the “senseless”
killings, in both cases, had tar-
nished the country’'s image.
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"Cautious Centre toys with

give-and-take formula

Govt chisels
Ayodhya

2; 3 modﬁeﬁlﬁ 4\m/

FROM SEEMA GUHA

New Delhi, March 23: The Cen-
tre has shaped the broad con-
tours of an Avodhya settlement
plan but. given the charged polit-
ical temperature, is wary of pur-
suing it in public.

The scheme takes off from

i the Kanchi Sankaracharya's for-

mula, which was rejected by the
All-India Muslim Personal Law
Board on the ground that it had
nothing to offer the minorities.

This time round, the govern-
ment wants both Hindus and
Muslims to make a few compro-
mises and hammer out a solu-
tion on the basis of give and take.

The government is also keen
to involve the Supreme Court in
the final settlement as a non-par-
tisan authority which will be re-
spected by all the parties in-
volved in the dispute.

The new plan aims to per-
suade the Muslims to allow the
Centre to hand over the undis-
puted land for the construction
of the Ram temple.

In return, the VHP must sub-
mit the blueprint of its temple
plan to the court and abide
by any modification the judges
suggest.

The judges would ensure that
the temple plans do not block ac-
cess to the critical 2.77 acres of
disputed land on which the
Babri masjid stood. The VHP
and the Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas
can begin construction so long
as they follow the blueprint ap-
proved by the court.

The Muslims must wait till
the title suit is finally cleared
by Allahabad High Court. The
Lucknow bench of the high
court has already upheld the
Centre’s petition to hold daily
hearings to speed up the case. If
the pace actually picks up, the
statements of witnesses can be
recorded within a year or so.

The title suit will decide if
the disputed land belongs to the
Musltims or the Hindus.

If the courts decide that the
disputed area should go to the
Muslims and the community
wants to rebuild the mosque, the
apex court-approved temple plan
will ensure that access is not
blocked.

The plan is on hold at the
moment as the governmernt
wants passions to cool. Senior
members of the Cabinet will
discuss the plan and suggest
modifications.

But the Centre does not want
to be directly involved in test-fir-
ing the plan. The government is
in search of a Muslim petiticher
to put the plan before the court,
but has not yet found anyone
willing to take the risk.

Even if one is found, there
are many ifs and buts, primary
among them being the reaction
of the VHP.

Though the government is
optimistic about prevailing
upon the VHP to consider the
plan, there is no guarantee that
the VHP and the Ramjanimab-
hoomi Nyas will accept a verdict
that goes against them. /
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VHP vatra is off as PM cracks the whlp

By Smlta Gupta
Times News NetworC“

NEW DELHI: The Vajpayee gover;“

mcni— prappling with a militant Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, insisient on an -asthi
yatra’, and beiligerent allies, not to men-
tion disgruntied BJP MPs—moved mto
damage control mode on Thursday night.

Shortly
Democratic Alliance MPs clashed in the
Lok Sabha and almost came to blows, the
Prime Minisier rang up Gujarat chief

My VHP general secretary Praveen

Togadia categorically denied that the
VHP had even talked about the asthi
yatra. He claimed that the VHP had at no
slage discussed or taken any decision on
the matter. The VHP leader also denied

after BJP and National i}\IEWDELI'HT]l artners in the rul
: The partners in the rul-

minister Narendra Modi and told himto |

ensure that no asthi yatra (in which the
ashes of the Godhra victims were to be
taken across the country) should be per-
mitted from thec state. Anyone who
attempled to do so should be arrested.
Government sources said the PM told Mr
Modi in no uncertain termsthat the situa-
tion in the country was still not under
control and he did not want the yatra to
create communal tensions either in
Gujarat or elsewhere.

The Prime Minister told Mr Modi to
convey this to the local VHP leadcers with
whom the chief minister has a close per-
sonal rapport. Subsequently, om Friday,
VHP leaders camping in Ayodhya, in a
surprise move, denied they had ever
wanted to launch an asthi yatra.

[ agenda and expressed full confidence in 1

|

|

t

| ers Mamata Banerjee, Vaiko and P.C.

| made to

ing NDA government asserted on
Friday night that the government must
function’ on the basis of the agreed

the leadership of Prime Minister Atal |
Behari Vajpayee.

Emerging from a twe-and-a-half-
bour meeting held in the backdrop of a
growing rift between the BJP and its
allies on the Hindutva issue, NDA lead-

Thomas said that all efforts should be
strengthen the alliance
through better coordination apd regu-
lar meetings, =

reports that the organisation’s Gujarar
unil had made an announcement in this
regard. The VHP denial came a day after
the issue had rocked parliament.

But cven as BJP leaders sought to

oppo';mon NDA allies cmd the media
had made 2 mountain out of a molehill,
BIP spokesperson VK. Malhotra was
told that he should call off the daily party
briefing. On Thursday, he had justified
the asthi yatra roughly in the same lan-
guage used by Mr Togadia, who had said
that the situation in the country could not
be worse when people were prevented
from immersing the ashes of the dead.
In another development, BIP Rajva. .
Sabha MP B.F Singhal, brother of VHP
chief Ashok Singhal, was served with a
show-cause notice by party leader in the
Rajya Sabha. Jaswant Singh. Mr Singhal
had publicly demanded the resignation of
the Prime Minister on the Ayodhya issue.
However, no action is likely against
BIP Lok Sabha MPs Vinay Kativar and
Adityanath for their conduct in the house
on Thursday. Indeed, a senior minister
justified Mr Kativar’s conduct, saying
that the allies should not have provoked
him. BJP sources said that as long as the
Prime Minister himself was not attacked,
the leadership was willing to be indui-
gent, especiallv as BJP me mbtra ACI@SS

they wanted.
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Why the capitulation?
cﬂr\";’c‘xe threat of viogce looms iarg%QF %

he Vajpayee government’s capitulation to the pressxgé tecti-

cs of the VHP by promising to lift restrictions on kar sevdks
going to Ayodhya in return for Ashok Singhai’s ending his fast
unto death, bodes il for the future, It was obvious from the
mament that Singhal sat on his fast that the drama was being
enacted in order to gain concessions from the Government
which has been firm in upholding the Supreme Court order on
15 March. The loss of face suffered by the VHP was obvicusly
hurting Singhal and co, More to the point the disiliusionment
of the VHP cadres who had been mobilised to travel to
Ayodhya in the guise of kar sevaks could have long term
repercussions on the VHP's capacity for future mischief,
Singhal’s fast was undertaken with this end in view. But with
the Centre’s all too quick response — giving in to the demands
for freedom to create mayhem within 24 hours, of the Prime
Minister’s expression of anxiety over Singhal's heafth and the
Home Minister sending a personal message through the
former UP chief minister — one can ask whether the entire
farce was being enacted with the covert consent of the BIP.

By cowing before Singhal the Government have legitimised
his tactics and emboldened VHP cadres even further. By lifting
the restrictions against travelling to Ayodhya they have opened
up a pandora’s box. There is no fear that there will be a repeat
of December 1992 when thousands of these same types
converged on the small temple town and destroyed the Babari
Mosque in one day — construction cannot be completed in one
day. They would like fo be seen as abiding by the Supreme |
Court order and at this juncture the VHP cannot afford to
endanger the “friendly” government. What is 1o be feared is the
havoc the VHP cadres can create as they travel throongh the
courtry en route to Ayodhya, Their trademark tactics of
travelling in huge groups without tickels or reservations,
inconveniencing other passengers, teasing female passengers,
rasing provocative slogans, looting foad stalls and terrorising
minorities will have to be endured until the VHP's 100-day
yagna is over. Did the Central Government not anticipate this
when they lifted the restrictions or again does it have their tacit
consent? Perhaps the BIP hopes to reap the benefits from the
VHP’s actions. {s it just a coincidence that the VHP's vagna is
being held at the same time as the 60 days within which the
parties in UP have to form a coalition government or face fres
elections? If the BIP is hoping that the Ayodhya card will agaj
bring electoral rewards, it is up to the UP electorate to
that the Hindutva card has been well and truly spent.

o
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Govt Ilcks its wounds

as POTO stalled in'RS

. B Sibal’s resolution wins 113-98 i NC, BSP and Tohra abstain

| EXPRESS NEWS SERVIC
EEW DELHI, MARCH 21 .

HE Vajpayee Govern-
ment’s attempt to push
through the controver-
sial Prevention of Ter-
rorism Bill suffered a major set-
back tonight when a determined
Oppaosition, led by the Congress,

stalled it in the Rajya Sabha.

The House adopted a statu-
tory resolution moved by Kapil
Sibal of the Congress and others
by 113 to 98 votes, disapproving
POTO, promulgated by the
President on December 30 last
year. One member abstained
from voting.

The huge margin of victory
for the Opposition was due to ab-
stentions by the National Confer-
ence (3), Bahujan Samaj Party
{4) and rebel Akali Dal member
G STohra.

The Bill scemed doomed
from the time it was itroduced
in the Rajya Sabha today by
Home Minister . K Advani
whose plea not to attach any
“motives” was lost in the Oppo-
sition clamour of POTO being “a
draconian piece of legislation,
one which can be misused, used
selectively.”

The defeat of the Bill will put
the Government in a bind. Al-
thongh Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Pramod Mahajan had
been sounding out Opposition
parties about holding a joint ses-
sion of Parliament on March 26 if
the Upper House rejected the
Bill, there were indications this
evening that the government had
not taken a final decision on it.

Government circles seemed
taken aback by the ferocity of the
Congress party’s opposition to
the cuntroversial legislation, un-
derlined by the enormous effort
it put in to mobilise its Rajya
Sabha MPs, including those who

were indisposed, for today’s vote.
The government had pro-
ceeded on the assumption that

" the Congress would cave in if its

bluff was called and allow the Bill
‘to be passed. This assumption
was based on the belief that the
Congress being a party of gover-
nance would not oppose an anti-
terrorism law.

Today, Advani was frank
enough to admit his error of
judgement. “I made a wrong as-
sessment about how the Con-
gress would respond to this Bill. 1
knew the response of the Lefi
parties but not the Congress,” he
told the House.

Official sources said the Gov-
ernment would take a final view

an apparent rebuff
‘1o the Vajpayee
government, the
National Confer-
ence, a constituent
of the ruling NDA,
took a last minute decision and ab-
stained from voting on the POTO Bil
in the Rajya Sabha tonight. -

Three NC mermbets — Sharifuddin
Shariq, Mirza Abdul Rashid and
Kaushak Thiksey — skipped the vot-
ing although they remained present
during the magor part of the discus-
sian. Significantly, the NC had sup-
ported POTO earier. —— UM

on calling a joint'session only after
discussing the implications of the
move, The fact of the matteris a
joint session is seen as an admis-
sion of the government’s failure
10 evolve a consensus and carry
Parliament with it.

There is another factor trou-
bling the government. Law and

order is a state subject and with

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Digvijay Smgh announcing yes-
terday that His government would
not implement POTO even ifitis

Ally changes mind
B NEW DELHt: In _
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passed by Parliament, there is a
strong possibility that other non-
NDA ruled states will follow suit.
This makes a virtual mockery of -
Parliament’s authority, The Cen-
tre will, therefore, have to care-
fully consider how far it wants to
take the confrontation that has
built up over POTO,

While introducing the Bill in
the Rajya Sabha today, Advani
defended the POTO promulga-
tion saying existing laws were in-
adequate to fight growing terror-
ism. He assured the House that
all safeguards had been incorpo-
rated to prevent misuse of the
New measure.,

Although he did remark that
a democratic set-up did not need
laws of this nature, he objected to
the Opposition charge that the
Bill had been introduced with
some ulterior motives. “Please
do not atiach any motives...
please do not question the
bonafides...”

But Congress member Kapil
Sibal, who moved the statutory
resolution asking the House to
disapprove POTO, attacked it as
a “draconian piece of legisiation”
that could be misused against the
citizens, “POTO is a weapon
which can be used selectively for
jingoism in the country. We tried
to enter into a dialogue with the
government on the issue but un-
fortunately the government has
not cooperated,” he said.

Quoting John Adams, the
second President of the United
States who was of the view that
“in politics, there is no middle
way,” Sibal said, “you have cho-
sen your way, we have chosen
ours.”

He said this law, even in the
hands of an ordinary police offi-
cer, could make “victims” ouf of
ordinary citizens. When it was
first used, a Jammu family’s

propcrty was attached. :

]

n o WHETES



HC accepts Centre’s
plea on Ayodhya

LUCKNOW, Match 20. - Accepting a plea by the Centre, the
Lucknow Bench of the Allshabad High Court today ordered a day-
to-day hearing of the Ram Janambhoomi-Babari Masjid titie suit
and said a commission would record evidence to facilitate speedy
disposal of the case. .

The Bench, comprising Mr Justice Sudhir Narayan, Mr Justice SR
Alam and Mr Justice Bhanwar Singh said the recording of the evi-
dence and statements by witnesses would be done either by it or
through the proposed commission,

The Cenire had. filed a petition on 6 March for a daily hearing
when efforts were under way to defuse the sitwation arising out of
the build-up to the 15 March religious ceremony at Ayodhya,

In an attempt to avoid delays in recording of evidence, the Bench,
while citing a judgment of the Supreme Court, said it would contin-
ue even in case of objections, which could be referred to the
judges later,

“Recording of evidence on a day-to-day basis is possible only
when it is recorded by the commission on the date when the Bench
is not holdiflg the court,” the order said.

The court, while remaining silent on the maintainability or other-
wise of the government’s petition, observed that as a receiver of the
acquired land, the Centre could give snggestions for speedy
disposal of the matter. The court also referred io its order on 12
July 2001 for recording evidence daily but noted it could not be
done for some reasons. /
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Delhi to break 24-year

FROMOURSPECIAL N "™
CORRESPONDENT

lull to sgﬂv\eﬂtenﬁgr law

New Delhi, March 19: The Vaj-
payee governmment is set to con-
vene a joint sitting of Parlia-
ment on March 26 so that it can
rustle up a majority to pass the
anti-terror Bill, which seeks to
replace the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Ordinance.

If held, it will be the third
combined session of the Lok
Sabha and the Rajva Sabha. The
first was convened on May 6,
1961, to vote on the Dowry Prohi-
bitien Bill. The second joint ses-
gion, hetd 24 years ago on May 18,
1978, was called to pass the Bank-
ing Commission repeal law,
which was adopted by the Lok
Sabha but rejected by the Rajya
Sabha.

It would also be the first time
that a Lok Sabha Deputy Speak-
er would preside aver the session
as the late Speaker, G.M.C. Bal-
ayogi, died in arecent air crash.

As Rajva Sabha chairman
Krishan Kant is the country’s

| Vice-President, he will not be a
part of the joint sitting. Deputy
chairperson Najma Heptullah

w0

e

is out of the country 3o
BM. Sayeed would have to chair
the sessiom.

Official sources said the joint
sitting, if convened, would be
telecast live to ensure that the
members maintain decorum
and discipline.

Last night, the Lok Sabha
passed the anti-terror Bill with
264 voting tor and 148 against it.
The Bill will be taken up by the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday but is
sure to be rejected as the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance isina mi-
nority in the Upper House.
Under Article 108, a joint sitting
of both the Houses can be con-
vened only after the Rajya Sabha
rejects a Bill.

Official sources said the gov-
ernment is likely to send a re-
quest to President K.R.
Narayanan on the night of
March 21 itself once the Bill is
defeated in the Upper House. In
the Rajya Sabha, the govern-
ment would fall short by about 25
tw 30 members in getting the Bill
passed. A joint sitting will have
781 members. One Independent
Rajya Sabha MP died in a road
accident today,

Though Mamata erjee’s
Trinamul Congress is likely to
abstain, NDA leaders are hoping
to get around 425 votes with
the support of the 18-member
ADMEK.

Sources said the govern-
ment’s managers are working
on Mavavati's Bahujan Samaj
Party and Sharad Pawar’s Na-
tionalist Congress Party for
their backing.

‘Political parties have issued
whips to their members in both
Houses to be present if 2 joint sit-
ting is held, Parliament sources
said.

In the Rajya Sabha, the NDA
block comprises 49 BJP MPs, 13
Telugu Desam MPs. nine DMK .

-members, the Shiv Sena's five,
"the Akali Dal's four, three mem-

bers each of the Biju Janata Dal
and the Natienal Conference and
two of the Indian National Lak
Dal.

The Asom Gana Parishad,
the Samata Party, the Haryvana
Vikas Party, the Junata Dul
(United) and the Loktantrik Con-
gress Party have one member
each. Four are Independents.

W See Page 6 /
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By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpavee,
today asserted that Avodhya
way fast returning to normality
and came ¢lose to holding out a
threat to  arvest the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) interna-
tional working president, Ashok
Singhal, i case the latter per-
sisted with his fast (undertaken
w demand that reswrictions in
Ayodhya be removed).

Dismmissing Mr. Singhal's [asy
as winecessary, the Prime Min-
tster argued that the Govern-
ment  was  contemplating  a
gradual easing of the restric-
tions, tmposed in the wake of
the ViiP's threat 1o perform
“sivila puja’ an March 135,

Replying to the debate on the
mntion of thanks on the Presi-
dent's address, Mr, Vajpayee
wondered why Mr. Singhal had
undertaken the fast. Perhaps he
winted o keep Parliament oc-
cupied with the Ayodhyva issue,
but as Mr. Vajpayee saw i,
encugh argumenis had been
pun forth and there was perhaps
necd for a verbal ceasefire.

Fxpressing concern about his
health,  the  Prime  Minister
served notice that Mr. Singhal
muy have o be taken into “pro-
1eetive custody ' i his health de-
eriorated.

My Vaipavee said the Gov-
croment wanled to tacilitate the
return of Ayodhya to its wavs of
“prayer and dedication”, but
noted that since Uttar Pradesh
was under President’s rule, the
{entre was keen on seeking the
:‘c_mperaﬁy of all political par-

Singhal may be taken *..
into “‘protective ¢

ties in mahnaining peace and
harmaony,

{n a speech marked by an ab-
sence of rancour oropartisasn-
shig, the Prime Minister
devoted considerable time to
impress upon the House that
there were political costs in tak-
ing hard economic decisions
and that no politcal formation
could affard to take a narrow
view, Admitting that the recent
reidiback in the price of liguefied
petroleumn gas (LPG) was a bow
at the altar of populism, Mr.
Vajpayee wanted all political
parties o catne [0 @ Consensus
on harsh economic decisions.

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18. Buth the Prime Minister, M1, A.B. Vajpayee,
and the Union Home Minister, LK. Advani, today cut a sorry
J figure gver the Vishwa Hindu Parishad vandalism in the Orissa Q

E |

}

By Our Special Correspondent
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He ar; ued that if the process
of economic reforms had to be
re-energized, political leaders
walld have to take tough mea-
sures. "'If the paradigm has to
change, then we must be pre-
pared to take uwnpopular deci-
sions. We will have to choose
between populaiity and per-
formance,” he said, and noted
that his Government had tried
to have a mix of the two and had
predicrably performed fitfully.
And, curiously enough, he ob-
served that even though his
Government had lasted four
years, any alternative govern-
ment (oo would have 1o bear the

Assembly on Saturday. Both condemned the incident in une-
quivocal terms. In the Rajva Sabha, duving the course of his
reply o the debate on the motion of thanks on the President’s
address, Mr. Vajpayee noted with regret that the vandals were |
heard shouting “Atal Behari zindabad”.
without such salutations and. instead, would prefer to die than
to live the day when his name was invoked by vandals. -
jaana pasand karunga,” he said.

In the Lok Sabha, it was left 1o Mr. Advani w apologise for the |
VHP vandalisin. He told the House that he was ashamed by the |
fact that some members belonging 1o organisations associated |
with the Rashiriva Swayainsevak Sangh were involved in the |
s:onmng uf the Orissa Aqsembl\

‘I was pained by the Deceimbes 13 aitack on Pariament, but
this incident has ashamed me," he said in his reply to the debate
| on the adjournment motion on the Orissa incident.

He would rather do

I
|
f

‘Mai mar ﬁ

Promising all possible help 1o the State Government in its

for a ban on the VHP and the

e e

!
i
l
l
%
efforts 1o hunt, locate and punish those responsible for the at- ﬁ
|
|

tack. Mr. Advani said exemplary punishment must be meted out
to all those involved “even if they belong w my pary”
icantly, he did notrespond to the demand by Opposition parties
Bajrang Dal.

. Signif-
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‘NO ALTERNATIVE 10 HARSH ECONOMIC DECISIONS' -

o

ustody’:

same burden of having to carry
with it disparate — and de-
manding — elemernts in a na-
tional coalitlon

Addressing himself to the ap-
prehensions voiced by the se-
nior Congress member, Arjun
Singh, over the reported direct
financial assistance some States
wete gelting from foreign gov-
ernments, hie claritied that ali
such  transactions had  been
routed through the Centre. At
the same nme, he cautioned
against doubting the itnention
and patriotic credentials of his
Government

Advice to judiciary

Mr, Vajpayee bhad a word of
advice for the judiciary. On the
reported remarks of the Su-
preme Court bench on the func-
toning ot Farliament duying
nearing on the Ayodhya matter
on March 13 — that the coun
was not Parliament and its pro-
cecdings should not be  dis.
wrrbed — he said that it would
be beuer i various organs of
state structure confined them-
selves 1o their spheres. He as-
serted that the Government was
committed 10 indtating  the
much-needed judicial reforms.

Interestingiy enough, Mr. Vaj-
pavee began his reply by ticking
off his own party MP, Mahesh
Chandra, who had initiated the
discussion. He said that Padlia- -
ment was hardly the place 1o
debate a change in the national
flag. as had been suggested by
Dr, Chandra. Afrer the Prime
Minister's  reply, the House
passed the motion of thanks
without amendments,



Tf?ﬁ GOVERNMENT’S DECISION, taken under
pressure from within the NDA and from the Op-
position, to roll back by 50 per cent the recent
price hike of LPG reflects a scandalous distortion
of priorities by the political class. Firsi, there was
no case whatsoever to imoderate the price hike
since the LPG subsidy has long outlived its origi-
nal purpose. Second, and more serious, if at all
there was any case for a moderaiion of the re-
duction of subsidies, it was that of kerosene —
which is the cooking fuel of the poar. But kero-
sene prices have not been touched for the sim-
ple reason that the Government was more
interested in meeting the NDA and Opposition
‘demands made on behalf of the vocal urban
middie and upper middle-income classes. As if
this was not enough, the Opposition has now
demanded a total withdrawal of the LPG price
hike. The Government's latest decision will in-
crease the annual subsidy bill by Rs. 700 crores
and as global prices rise the subsidy too will
grow. It is not the burgeoning of the subsidy
outlay that is important, but what the decision
says about the eagerness of the Indian political
class to protect LPG subsidies, even as it prefers
to be quiet about policy measures which have a
bigger impact on the welfare of a much larger
population.

The LPG subsidy dates back to the early 1960s
when households needed to be encouraged to
switch over to what was then a new cooking fuel.
That motive for a financial incentive has dis-
appeared, but the subsidy continues. Periodic
efforts since the mid-1980s to do away with the
subsidy have always floundered on one touch-
stone — that it will hurt India’s poor. Nothing
could be farther from the truth. While the con-
sumption of LPG has been increasing very rap-
idly in recent years, the overwhelming majority
of India's homes still does not use LPG. Two-
thirds of India’s households use instead either
kerossy{,‘ worse, biomass of one kind or the

-~ i i
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other. The LPG subsidy hag continued for so long
because it is zealously gudrded by the powerful
urban salaried class and ks representatives in
Parliament. The decision in the budget to only
halve the subsidy now and phase it out over a
period of two to three years was evidently not
enough for the so-called champions of the poor.
At this rate the LPG subsidy can never be re-
moved. Compare the hue and cry about the LPG
subsidy with the very mured concern expressed
about the irrational and short-sighted decision
taken in the budget of 2000-01 to raise the prices
of subsidised rice and wheat, a decision which
did in fact hurt the poor. If there was no rollback
then of food prices but there has been one now
of LPG prices, it only shows which class exerts a
greater influence on Government decisions. 1t is,
of course, also possible that the Government
knew it would be forced to take a step back and
so announced a larger price hike than it wanted
to effect. If thar is the case, it speaks more of
cynical decision-making than of a Government
determined to take hard decisions.

Kerosene, unlike LPG, is the poor housewife’s
fuel, and progressive price increases in receiu
years have hurt her badly. But the problem is
more in kerosene supply than price. A large pro-
portion of kerosene meant for the PDS is either
diverted to the open market or smuggled to
neighbouring countries. That does not mean a
cut in the kerosene subsidy does not matter. It
does matter if the limited amount of kerosene
legally sold through the PDS is going to be more
expensive as well. The challenge here then was 1o
maintain supplies and target the subsidy to con-
sumers who depend on this cooking fuel for their
household needs. However, the forces that have
been successful in pressuring the Government
on LPG prices cannot be expected to recognise
the subtle differences between LPG and kerosene
subsidies or between the importance of the sub-
sidy on kerosene and its supply through the PDS.
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\/ Ayodhya: .

{Continued front page 1)
termcd as an unruly organisation which does not belidye in law and
order. It could also now tell its vadres outside Avddhya that it
succeeded in its mission of offering shiladean and puja. Only the
people of Ayodhya and those who braved the police were angry.

In Drelhi, the VHP took the credit for the Vajpayee government
finally bowing before “Hindu sentiments™ and accepting shifadaan.

After opening the locks ol the temple, shilanyas under Rajiv
Gandhi and demolition of the Babari structure, the shiladan was a
major landmark jr the temple construction movement, the VHP
general secretary. Mr Pravin Togadia, said, Today’s event would
mark a continuation of the effort that weuld culminate in
construction of the Ram templx, he said while stressing that besides
resolution of the dispute through court and negotlanun the path of
legislation is also open. ?

The VHP would launch mass A\mren 55 campaign to mobilise
public opinion in favour of temple construction through legislation,
Mr Togadia said. On Ram Navami. Hindus across the country wouid |
hoist saffron flags in their houses to strengthen their resolve to
construct the temple, he said, They would also continue “Ram nam
Jap™ and hold Ram sankirian on a weekly basis, he added.

Tension gripped Meerut and Aligarh cven as the shiladaan went

off peacefully in Avodhya. //
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‘Ayodhya build-up ends ‘in tame ‘shila daan’

Parambhans softens stand; temple plan

- * [ ] . Y
legitimised by Cenli
Times News Network & Agencies
AYODITYA: Ram scvaks on Friday per-
formed a symbaolic and peaceful puja for the
propased ternple here after a touch of last-
minute drama involving the despatch of a
special emissary by the Centre o receive

two carved stones.

Climaxing the year-long campaign of the
Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas-VHP combine to
begin the process of Ram tempie construc-
tion, RIN chief Mahant Ramchandra Das
Paramhans made a sudden cimbdown on

e, says VHP Gy
a tough time pacifying them.

To divert the anger of the crowd,
Paramhans came down to where the slabs
were and performed the puja. In the mean-
time. Ashok Singhal hegan ordering media-
persons lo leave the venue. stating that he
wanted to address the crowd, which did not
appear to be ready to listen to him.

In a rclated development, VHP vice-pres-
ident Acharya Giriray Kishore and two BJP
MPs were among the 31 persons arrested m
Lucknow while they werc proceeding

Violence grips
Gujarat towns

Times News Network
AHMEDABAD: One person was killed and six
others were injurcd as violence erupted in many
places in Gujarat during the Vishwa Hindu

! Parishad-sponsored ‘Ram dhun’ programme 10

mark the temple campaign in Ayodhya, Curfew
was reimposed in parts of Ahmedabad, Vadodara
and Bharuch and in the smaller towns of Petiad
and Balasinor in Kheda district,

In Vadodara, mobs razed two places of worship
near Baroda Medical College and the Buddhadev

P N
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towards Ayodhya, the
police  said.  Besides
Chinmayanand and Brij
Bhushan, both MPs, the
others arrested included
senior VHP leader Shirish
Chandra Dikshit.

Shortly before com-
mencing his road journcy
to Ayodhya, Mr Kishore
said  the group was
2 embarking on the trip in a
peaccful manner. “We
have only one slogan. We
will go 1c Ayodhya and
huild a temple there,” he
said, Askcd whether he
had got permission for this
purpose, Mr Kishorc shot
back,*We do not need any
permisston. It s our
birthright.”

in Delhi, the VHP said

Friday by agreeing 1o con- HARD TALK

duct the ‘shila daan’ cere-
mony outside the acquired
land, away from the disput-
cd site,

However, the mahant,
assited by VHF leaders
including Ashok Singhal,
forced the Centre to send ¥
Shatrughan Singh, who is
in charge ot the Ayodhya
cell in the cabinet secretari-
at, by a special arrcraft here
shortly before the ceremo- §
ny, which took place at 3730
p.m., an hour and 15 min-
utcs behind schedule.

The symbolic handover
of the two carved stones |
was done at Digambar
Akhara, the residence of
Paramhans, after a brief
puja, but not betore admin-
istration and police officials ¥ the acceplance of a carved
put their foot down on the VHP international working pillar by the Centre’s spe-
procession going any fur- president ~ Ashok  Singhal cral  representative  at
ther towards the acquired addresses a crowd after two Avodhya was a clear indi-
Jand around the disputcd pillars for the proposed Ram cation of the government’s

colony near Kareli Baug, Another place of worship
belonging to the minority community was set on fire
at Pratap Road late on Friday night. After pitched
battles in the Raopura and Panigatc areas in the
aftermoon, violence spread to areas like Salatwada
and Nagarwada. Mobs armed with swords and
pipes roamed the streets, looting shops belonging to
the minority community. In Raopura, the police
fired tear-gas shelis to disperse rival mobs.
According to Ahmedabad police chief P.C.
Pandey, the curfew was imposed as a precautionary
measure. Paramilitary forces and the army, which
had arrived after the riots two weeks ago, have been
positioned in the sensitive areas of the city,

3 students stabbed in Hyderabad
Times News Network
HYDERABAD: Three school children sustained
minor stabbing injuries after being attacked by a
group of miscreants in the Lal Darwaza area on
Friday, even as tension built up in the rest of the
old city following Ayodhya developments. The stu-
dents were returning home afier the $8C exami-

nations at Venkatrao Memorial High School.
Additional police commissioner K. Aravinda
Rao said the boys received superficial wounds and
their condition was “very much safe”. He said the
police would soon apprehend the attackers
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site. temple were carried through the acknowledgement in prin- i ; o 177
Mr Singh later handed in m-eggs of Ayodhya on Fﬁdagy' ciple of the demand for the involved in the crime. {
Bihe stabs to the additional construction of a Ram &

district magistrate (ADM) city, Faizabad,
Nurendra Kumar Patel, with the directive
that they should be kept in safe custody in
consultation with commissioner Anil Kumar
Gupta.

temple on the disputed land.

After the puja, the Paramhans and some
of his followers sneaked out to Bara Sthan,
a place near Hapumangarhi. One of the
slabs was furtively placed on a vehicle. It was

Mumbai remains peaceful

Times News Network
MUMBAI: No untoward incidents were reported
from any part of the staie and Mumbai was also

b AT

peaceful on Friday. But the tensions over the

When a sizeable crowd of sadhus and luter learmt that the Paramhans had gone to - . !
Ayodhya crisis were reflected in poor attendance in

Ram sevaks, who had coliected in the perform a proper puja there.

Digambar Akhara compound heard about ~ From the Bara Sthan, he was learnt 10 Ramchandra Das Paramhans, chairman of the Ram Janmabhoomi | schools and offices Strict police vigils will continue § - Yhj;
the ‘shila daan’, they were angry and began  have been taken to the makeshift temple Nyas (centre), hands ip a stone for the proposed Ram Temple to |1 the city and the state for some more days. 4 fon;
heekling Ashok Singhal, the working presi- where he offered puja from the legally per- Shatrughan Singh, the Prime Minister’s eqvoy (right), at the Digambar » Detalled report on Page 3 “pre:
dent of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, who had ~ missible distance. ' Akhara temple in Ayodhya on Friday. S : et whe
- - - -~ .
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All sound, no fury: Mr Ashok Singhal and Paramhans Ramchandra Das at Ayodhya on Friday, — AP/PT

v\ %
sﬁ.m,smgh in Avodhya. [l{\ i

March 15, — Administrative substance o-
day prevailed over religious symbolism jps
the VHP handed over two pillars ina-c
emony that, by standards of Ayodhya, was
remarkably peacetu]

The only “surprise” was that Mr Sha-
trughan Singh of the
PMO s Ayodhya cell
was the receiver. He re-
placed the Faizabhad
commissioner, Mr Anil
Kumar Gupta.

The government’s se-

Tmaelme

.fl 7o, — Ayodhva quu:i but .

Govt takes the ﬁzz 0ut of
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had lined up on eittier snde of the designa-
ted route, began joining it. The VHP func-
tionaries became more aggressive with
such participation. The people responded
with equal enthusiasm and spewed venom
at the administration.

At Digambar Akhara, about 500 yards
from Ramkot, where, according to the
deal with thc govemment the shiladaan
had to be performed
and where Paramhans
had stopped for a shila-
" pujan, followers began
smearing each other
with gulal. It was expec-
ted that about a thou-

curity arrangements in -" 9 4oriy, sand more could join
pursuance of the Su-  "Shékhar cails upp the procession on the
preme Court’s interim . who lambasts Mr: Wpayee.- way and there was ev-
order ensured that the ._. %30 a.m. — Paramhans ety sign of it getting out

frustration and anger of
VHP cadre and kar sev- .
aks didrn’t boil over. |
They had to remain
contient with abusing
their own leaders. Most
of their verbal attack
was directed against Mr
Ashok Singhal. The pil-
lars were handed over - -
to Mr Singh around 3
p-m. at a place which is
about 500 yards from
Ramkot, outside the
boundaries of the 67
acres on which status
quo prevails,

Even as limited puja -
continued to take place
in the makeshift Ram "
temple and 14 temples
located on the 67 acres, %
there were some blips
in the smooth progress of the main event.
A crowd of about 500 people, led by Mr
Singhat, Mahant Ramchander Das Para-
mhans and the Faizabad MP, Mr Vinay
Katiyar, became restless when it reached
Digambar Akhara at 2.30 pm. The pro-
cession started from the VHP workshep
at 2,15 p.m. amid shouts of Jai 5+
Rarr and Mandir wahin haravenge. The
two shilas were carried on a rickshaw trol-

* indicates deal has Been Struck'
- withdraws suicide thréat. .

B 3o a.m.—MrA‘shokSmghal
.and Parambans in “closed deor”
" meeting-Mr Vinay Kauyarjems
. them fve minutes later.
g el pai — Mr Singhal
| otliers BFrive at VHPmrkstmp :
: Wlth two stone stabs, Procession

'l 3 05 p.m et Shllas andcd
L over to the O81: pyja begins.
. 3.5 pam. - Crowd restive; -
slarts abusmg Mr Sﬂighal

of control.

Another deal was
 struck between ‘the ad-
* ministration and the

VHP leaders that the
shiladaar would be per-
- formed at Digambar
Akhara. The shilas and
senior  leaders,

andh -

. four

... Paramhbans, Mr Singhal

- and two other VHP
functionaries, were cs-
- corted to Ramkot
- where a puja was per-
formed. They were also
taken to the makeshift
Ramlala temple at the
disputed site.

The security arrange-
." ments in the twin cities

- of Faizabad and Ayod-
hya were unpreceden-
ted. The administration
ordered that all shops and business estab-
lishments be shut down. Even roadside
vendors were chased away by policemen.
The government was successiul in keeping
kar sevaks away from Ayodhya.

A few hundred of them were arrested in
the morning. Police and reporters were
only allov-ed to move about. The adminis-
tration is satisficd that the incident passed
off peacefully, while the VHP is happy

ley.

How the deal was struck

Statasman News. Serwce

AYODHYA., March 15. — The deal between
the government and the VHP was struck last
night. The Hindu outfit’s brinkmanship proved
successful. The suicide threat by Ramjanabhoo-
mi Nvas chief Ramchander Das had its re-

quired effect. His telephone didn’t stop ringing.

and, by his own admission, he spoke to Mr LK
Advani, Mr Murli Manchar Joshi, Miss Uma
Bharti . Mr Chandra Shekher, Mr Rajnath Si-
ngh and others. He got calls from the PMO and
Mr George Fernandes but did not attend them.

By the time Faizabad MP Mr Vinay Kativar
reached at the VHP workshop at 9.30 p.m. to-
dav where Ramachander Das had been staying
since he started the shiladnan puja on Monday,
a compromise formula had almost been

A N
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worked out. The former Faizabad district mag-
istrate, Mr Navneet Sehpal, a special messenger
of the Uttar Pradesh Governor, Mr Vishnu
Kant Shestri, who has excellent personal rela-
tioms with the aging Nvas chief, emerged as the
key plaver in the negotiations between the Ma-
hant and the administration,

Sources said the deal was the VHP wouldn’t
violate the Supreme Court order. It would con-
trol its supporters and manage them at any cost.
The government in return would allow thern to
offer puja and hand over the shilas peacefully to
the divisional commissioner or a government
representative.

The government would thus carry out its
constitutional obligations both ways — imple-
menting Supreme Court order in letter ancl spi-
rit and also not hinder the citizens’ right to per-
form puja peacefully. Also as part of the deal,
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the Faizabad divisional commissioner, Mr AK
Gupta, and the district magistrate, Mr BP Mis-
hra, would be made to “pay the price” for the
hyper restrictive security arrangements and
would be transferred to some less sensitive
postings in the next few days.

Ramachander Das also said he would not
like to meet and hand over the shilas to the in-
cumbent commissioner and receiver of Ranja-
nambhoomi site. It suited the government also
for a receipt signed by the receiver counld have
been used by the VHP in court as a claim on the
disputed territory and might have invited accu-
sations from the Opposition. An alternative
was promptly found. Mr Shatrughan Singh an
OSD of the Ayodhya cell in the PMO was spe-
cially sent from Delhi this morning to receive
the shilas from VHP leaders. He gave a receipt
which has no legal sanctity or repercussions.

that it could no fonger be -

As the shiladaan procession moved, lo-
cals, including women and children who

Turn to page &

One kﬂled m Gu;arat

GAN DHINA(}AR March 15 —=A person was
killed and ning, mciudmg three woi

jured in violence inthe ¢ity today. Clirfew was:

immediately clamped on- Karang, Shahpur and
Kalupur aréas,
Nitish Kumar Parmar ncphew of Congrcss

"ME Mr Pravin Rashtrapal, was stabbed to death
in ‘Shahpus, pohce said. The condition of ahe of
‘the injured is reportedly setious. Violence erup--

ted in ‘some parts foltlowing Friday prayers and
the Ram Dhun performed by VHP mefhbe:s, In
Naranpura, a:bus was seton fire, - _
The rumber of penple arreqted was n{!l aval!-
able:until late evening,. :

Godhied accused: A locatcourt today remanded in

police custody Mohammeéd Hussam Kalota, dis-
missed Gedhra Municipal Councll president and
one of the prime accused in the Godhr camage
and 19 mhers 1ill 30 March. — SNS & _UNI
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PMO left holding
the pillar

Ll

March 15. — The government today
heaved a sigh of relief after the present
crisis was resolved. Nevertheless, it is now
left with a more concrete problem —
holding the consecrated shilas carved to
form part of the proposed temple.

Mr Shatrughan Singh, IAS official of
the Uttar Pradesh cadre who heads the
Ayodhya cell in the PMO, accepted the
carved stone pillars,

The district collector couldn’t accept
them because, legally and technically, he is
the receiver of the 67 acres and his in-
volvement could have been interpreted as

a violation of the status quo ordered by-

the Supreme Court.

“The Ayodhya cell was created by the
government last Octaber to settle the is-
sie,” a PMOQ official said. “So he (Mr
Singh) accepted the shilas.”

“In po way can this be construed as the
government giving legitimacy to construc-
tion within the disputed area,” the official
said, countering the VHP general secreta-
ry, Mr Pravin Togadia, who said “the
acceptance of the shilz by Mr Shatrughan
Singh has paved the ground in
principle for the construction of a grand
temple.”

“It is nobody’s case that the Ram tem-
ple should not be built in Ayodhya,” the
PMO official said.

What happens to the pillars wili reflect
how the issue plays itself out. For the time
being, the pillars will be kept in the custo-
dy of the Faizabad district administration,

VHP prayer: One of the two pillars handed over to the administration on Friday, — AP/FTI

"

maybe in the district collector’s office, till
the Ayodhya dispute is resolved either
through a judicial verdict or through mu-
tual agreement, a PMO official said,

“If wisdom prevails and they (the VHP)
decide to build the temple outside the 67
acres, the pillars will be handed over to
them immediately,” the official said,

After handing over the pillars to Mr
Singh, Mahant Ramchander Das Para-
mhans said the two stones were kept in the
acquired land. District officials, however,
denied the claim, saying the stones were in
the administration’s “safe custody.”

The Opposition criticised the govern-
ment for deputing one of its officials to re-
ceive the shilas. Congress spokesman Mr
Jaipal Reddy said: “Technically, it's a vio-
lation of the spirit of the Supreme Court
order. We are not against the shilanyas
outside the acquired land, but this act
could have been done by a private citizen
or a religions leader, not a government of-
ficial.”

“The action is not per se illegal, in that
it was not violative of the court’s orders,”
said Mr Amarendra Sharan, senior advo-
cate of the Supreme Court, “but it com-
promises the government’s secular cre-

- dentials. The matter has more political

significance than any legal significance in
that it was for the greater good and pre-
vented communal frenzy.”

Meanwhile, the All-India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board feels the VHP could
have taken this midway approach earlier
by offering the shila outside the 67.7 acres.

" Other reports on page 6

Ruta lat off in IMM case




GOVT CONSIDERING COMPROMISE FORMULA

Suicide threat
)y Paramhans

&l 9\”

Sanjay Singh in Ayodhya

March 14, — The Ram Janambhoomi Nyas chief. Ma\
hant Ramchander Das Paramhans, today made another
strategic move that had senior government functionar-
ies telephoning him {rantically in an attempt at some
hackroom manoeuvring.

The Mahant threatened to commit suicide tomosrow
helween 2.13 pom. and 3 pam, if the government did not
allow him to carry out a shiladen near the makeshift
temple, .

The Supreme Court
prohibited for the mo-

vani and Mr George Fernandes. tried to mollﬁy the Nyas
chiet. Mr Advani calfed Paramhans around noon and told
him that his action would put them in an extremely preca-
rious situation. The home minister tried to persuade him
not 1o do any such thing. The Mahant, however, remained
unmoved. He told Mr Advani that the government shoukd
let hirn die for a cause dear to-his heart.

Sources said the government was considering a com-

promtise formula to avert the repercussions of the Ma-

hant carrving out his threat. Keeping in view the Su-
preme Court order, thrashing out a formula is going to
be a tough task. During negotiations between the ad-
ministration and VHP
functionaries, the govern-
ment is so far willing lo

ment any kind of puja in
the 67 acres and transfer
of land 1o the party con-
cerned, but it didn’t ban
Ramlala’s darshan, Para-
mhans said.

After a meeting of the
Nyas, he said: “We've de-
cided that at 2.15 p.m.,
sants and temple move-
ment sympathisers would
peacetully march for a
darshan of Ramlala amid
chanting of Vedic mantra.
'm an Ayurved doctor
and thus know how to mix
herbs that could kill a per-

Ayodhya arrests

LUCKNOW, March 14, — Uttar Pradesh police today
arrested those trying to enter Ayodhya. They included
BIP MP Yogi Aditya Nath of Gorakhpur. He was on
his way 10 Avodhya with his supporters when he was
stopped on the national highway,
“We are not allowing anybody to Ayodhya without the
permission of the Faizabad District Magistrate”, a
home department official said today. Home sceretary
Mr Naresh Daval said VHP kar sevaks can do “shila
pujan/dan (donation)” outside the restricted area. The
commissioner (Faizabad Division) could accept-shila
dan from anybody but it would not be as the “receiver”
of acquired property. — SNS

Details on page 6

morraw afternoon.

ask the divisonal commis-
sionicr of Faizabad to ac-
cept the shiludun as the
receiver of the Ram Ja-
nambhoomi site and give
a receipt to the outfit at
some place outside the
precincts of the acquired
land. The VHP leaders
have been asked not to vi-
olate prohibitory orders
under Scction 144 that
have been imposed here.

The VHP and the Ma-
hant were vet to agree on
a formula. The suspense
will be over only after to-

o v AT TR T e e ¢

son within minutes of its consumption and have also
mastered sadhang. More sants would follow me on the
same path after 1 commit suicide and the government
would have to face the consequences.”

He said his dream was to sce Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee as the country’s Prime Minister, but now he
was feeling betrayed. He even called the Faizabad DM
in the evening to hand over his will,

Senior government functionaries, including Mr LK Ad-

In Delhi, the VHP asserted that the shiladan was not
prohibited by the Supreme Court. The VHP's interna-
tional gencral secretary, Mr Praveen Togadia. said if the
Nyas chief or anyone else is arresied or fired at by sc-
curity forees, it would launch a mass campaign across
the country.

Torn to page &
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The Tele

Singhal
signals
forward
march

FROM ANAND SOONDAS

Ayodhya, March 13: Leading a
motley crew of supporters tothe
temple workshop al Karsevak-
puram, a triumphant-looking
Ashok Singhal today announced
that the Supreme Ceurt verdict
had gone in the VHP's favour
and the March 15 programme
woulld go on as scheduled,

However, the decision on
what the future course of action
will be has been left to sants be-
longing to the temple constrie-
tion committee, which will meet
tomorrow.

“Court ka faisla mere khilaf
nahi gave hain (the verdict has
not gone against me),” the VHP
ieader said, adding that the court
has not stopped them from “go-
ing where we wanted to go”, Nei-
ther has the court given any dire-
ction to the Centre ta stop kar se-
verks from performing puja at the
undisputed site, Singhal said,

Turning the Supreme Court
judgment-— which categorically
said that no religious activity
could be performed on the 67.703
acres of acquired land — around
to interpret it asa green signal to
the VHE, Mahant Ramchandra
Das Paramhans added: “Hum
wahar chalenge, chalenge,
chalenge (We will go there).”

Singhal and Paramhans

varned that dark clouds could
over over the March 15 sky
. the Centre tried to prevent
erl.

The Supreme Court has not
stopped “us”, but the “Hitler-
shahi” government could, added
Paramhans, who is also chair-
man of the Mandir Nirman
Samiti and president of the Ram
Janmabhoomi Trust.

Having interpreted the ver-
dict as “VHP friendly”, Singhal
said that if the government in-
sisted an stopping them on their
way to the undisputed site, the
mahants and kar sevaks would
have no option but to court ar
rest, “As the court has now
cleared the way for us, we will to-
morrow talk to the government
and the (Faizabad} commission-
er to discuss the modalities,”
Singhal said.

If the government insisted
on disallowing the VHP from
proceeding to the Ram Janmab-
hoomi-Babri Masjid area, “ade-
cision would he taken according-
ly", Singhal said.

The VHP has announced that
it will proceed to the “undisput-
ed site” with 2,000 kar sevaks, 500
sadhus and 50 vedic scholars to
perform a “full-fledged puja’” for
three hours from 2.15 pm.

Paramhans, who struck out
at the Prime Minister, warned
that if the governiment tried to
obstruct his “peaceful pro-

gramme” to donate pillars to
Lord Ram, he would answer it in
“the same manner that families
of those killed in Godhra reacted
in Gujarat”.

o i

Paramhans in Avodhva. (AFP)

periag of time

Verdict gives
Atal a shield

QUR BUREAU

New Delhi, March 13: Judi-
cial intervention saved the
Atal Bihari Vajpayee govern-
ment from performing on its
own the unpleasant task of
having to stap a determined
Vishwa Hindu Parishad from
offering a symbolic puja in
Avodhya.

The Supreme Court today
prohibited “religious activity of
any kind by anyone” anywhere
onor near the Avodhya land, in-
cluding the undisputed portion,
the Centre had acquired
through the Ayodhya Act, 1993,

In a balancing act in two
stages —in and outside the court
— the Prime Minister also man-
aged to keep Sangh parivar hard-
liners happy while at the same
time not making members of his
ruling alliance so unhappy as to
threaten a pullout.

Sources close {o Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee hailed
the ruling as a godsend hecause
with one stroke it has ailowed
the BJP's allies to continue back-
ing the government and taken
care of the VHP for the moment.

If the VHP still insists on per-
forming bhoomi puja for the
Ram temple on any undisputed
portion of the
land, the govern-
ment can crack

INTERNET: htip:/iwww.telegraphindia.com

~WHAT SORABJEE SAID IN COURT

® The government can aliow a pujafor a limited
® Ram sevaks will not be allowed to enter the place of puja
® Number of sants witi be kept between 50 and 70

® Other visitors will be allowed In batches of 25 each

® 45 companies of paramilitary forces plus 5,000
policemen will safeguard the place

Courtrises a

LN

far more unpopular net only
among VHP activists but also
sections of the BJP

A bench of Justices B.N. Kir-
pal, G.B. Pattanaik and VN.
Khare said in an interim order:
“We direct that on the 67.703
acres of iand located in revenue
plot Nos. 159 and 160 in village
Kot Ramehandra, which is vest-
edin the Central government, no
religious activity of any kind by
anhyone sither symbolic or actu-
al, including bhoomi puja or
shila puja, shall be permitted or
allowed to take place.”

The court also barred the
Centre from handing over any
part of the land untit it had dealt
with the petition. The orders
came on a petition by Moham-
mad Aslam alias Bhure who sou-
ght a directive to depley the ar-
my to prevent the symbolic puja
the VHP plans to perform on
March 15. After passing the in-
terim orders, the case was posted
to a larger bench (a five-member,
full Constitution bench).

Through attorney-general
Soli J. Sorahjee, the Centre told
the cotrt it had the right to put
the acquired land to “any tempo-
rary use” and contended that the
sants could be allowed to per-
form puja under certain condi-
tions. Sorabjee list-
ed these condi-

tions, but the court

down on the : rejected them.

strength of the T‘;?feiiig?‘g;';:g?n When Sorabjee
court  directjve unha We have'to argued that “with
without having to Appy. definite conditions

. abide by the order

take an independ- and regulated re-
ent administrative AR VAIPAYTE strictions”, the
decision, which o Centre could allow

would have been

on the Supreme Cowrt order

the use of the land
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CALCUTTATHURSDAY 14 MARCH 2002 Rs 1.50

& The views dor
of India but no
& All these sugg
the cuff, on the
® | ascertained {
stand, what w:
conflicting r

s

T_—l'

“for a temporary period”, the
judges said the 1394 judgment or-
dering “status quo” did not in-
tend this to happen.

By claiming that the land
originally belonged to the Ram
Janmabhoomi Nyas, the counsel
for the VHE Rama Jois, pro-
voked the judges to question the
focus standi of the VHP itself.
“Who is VHP..? What is your
(VHP’s) legal status...? Who are
you? We don't recognise you!
the judges said.

For the record, the govern
ment tried its best through the

A vehicle of a témple-tmovenient suppotter g

attorney-general to build a case
for allowing a symbolic puja.

“No one can now accuse the
government of not wanting to go
ahead with the bhoomi puja.
Even hardliners in the Sangh
parivar, who have been extreme-
Iy eritical of the Prime Minister,
will have to acknowledge that
the government tried its hest.
There is nothing the executive
can do when the Supreme Court
gives lts ruling,” a senior gov-
ernment official said.

The effort did not go unrecog-
nised. VHP intcrnational presi-

Centre loses right to handover

FROM RVENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, March 13: The
clock struck 1994, Soli Sorabjee
notwithstanding,

The three-judge bench today
added an exfra paragraph to its
order, curbing the Centre’s right
to determinethe use of the 67,703
acres it had acquired under the
Ayodhva Act of 1993. In 1994, a
Constitution bench had upheld
the validity of the Act.

The court today said; ©... no
part of the aforesaid land shall
be handed over by the govern
ment to anyche and the same
shall be retained by the govern-
ment till the disposal of this
writ petition nor shall any part
of this land be permitted to be
occupied or used for any reli-

gious purpose or in connection
therewith.”

Today’s ruling virtually reop-
ens the 1994 judgment. A larger
bench will now hear the interpre-
tations to the 1944 judgment.
Then a five-member full Consti-
tution bench will be set up in 10
weeks. Almost every paragraph
of the judgment with the nuanc-
es of expressions will be debated.

The court — which today is-
sued notices to all parties, in-
cluding the Centre and the VHP
— ordered for counter-affidavits
to be filed within four weeks and
rejoinders within another four
weeks.

According to Section 6 of the
Ayodhya Act, “...the govern-
ment may impose or direct
by notification in the official

Sorabjee reads

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 13: Atiorney-general Soli Sorabjee, whose puja
submission generated as much heat as the Supreme Court verdict,
denied that he had sought the judges’ permission to allow the
Ramjanmabhoonti Nvas to perform a bioomi puja on the ac-

quired land on March 15.

He also stressed the Centre had not “directed” him to make a
submission to this effect. *We did not ask permission for bhoomi
puja, in fact we did not ask for permission at all. There was no
written suhmission or affidavit,” he told reporters this evening.

Sorabjee said the judges asked him what his stand was. “It was
a question of law but when court asks the attorney-general or the
senior counsel for his interpretation, I said my reading of the
judgment (of the Supreme Court’s verdict of 1994) was permis-
sion to use land temporarily for use of puja did not violate the

judgment.”

While emphasising that he made it clear that the permission
would be given only under “well-defined conditions and restric-
tions”, Sorabjee said he discussed the matter with Rama Jois, the
VHP’s lawyer who was also present at today’s hearing, “I ascer-
tained from Raima Jois “what’s your stand, what are your views’
because there were conflicting reparts about the VHP”

gazette that the right, title ard
interest or any of them in reh-
tion to the area or any part thee-
of instead of continuing to vet
in the Central government, vet
in that authority or body ir
trustee of that trust....”

Stripped of legalese, tis
means the Centre could had
over the acquired land to he
rightful owners or any trist,
body or assaciation.

Today, attorney-general Sca-
biee argued against this prwi-
sion being annuiled. "M’lors,”
he told the court, “do not rak up
the past but redeem the futre.”
His contention was that “tls is
not the issue in today’s debar”,

In 1994, the Avodhva Actvas

challenged as unconstiturinal -

and ultra vires. However, itva-

maste’

The operative part in Sonjee’s submission was that “even if
buja was not prohibited by vtue of any previous judgment of
the Supreme Court, the sanvould not be permitted except under
well-defined conditions and strictions”.

Sorabjee said the only diassions he had with the government
before the hearing were on “ctual matters related to law and
order”. “As for the interpreton of law, they (the Central minis-

ters) said ‘we leave it to you'.

He also claimed that the & conditions — under which puja

lidity was upheid with a clear di-
rection that the acquired land
could be handed over to the
rightful owners, after the title
suit — original petition for the
tand - — between Hindu and Mus-
im groups was settled.
Aceording to the Act —- as
Sorabjee explained in court — if
the Muslims won the title suit,
the government would give g few
acres of extra land adjacent to
the disputed land of 2.77 acres.
This would also be the case if
the Hindu groups won the
case. This was to facilitate
construction of the mosque or
temple, after the title suit was de-
termined. However, 47-0dd acres
— part of the acquired land —
were to be given back to the
Ramjanmabhoomi Nvas.

s mind

could be allowed — he listed court were made “off the cuff, on

the spur of the moment”,

But the Gpposition, whialleged that seeking consent for a
puja had “exposed” the Cenfs “hidden agenda” of allowing the
VHP to surreptitiously starnstruction, found the conditions

too precise and comprehens to be off the cuff,

The “off-the-cuff™” condins suggested by Sorabjee were:
M The government has righunder Section 6 of the Ayodhya Act
to allow a group to performija for a limited period of time
¥ Ram sevaks o kar sevakill not be allowed to enter the place

of puja

¥ The total number of samttending and performing the vuja

will be between 50 and 70

CONTINUED ON PAGE ¢ p
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EE SAID OUTSIDE

epresent that of the Government
one gave me instructions
estions were mine and made off

: spur of the moment

rom the VHP lawyer what was his
is his view because there were
eports

that a puja could be
permitted was

the same as the
government’s. The
ssion was not
in writing

PM’S POSITION |

® Sorabjee’s submission

atside the Supreme Court on Wednesday. 75 W The Ayodhya judgment, Page 6

dent Vishnu Hari Dalmiya said:
“The court did not allow, so what
can the government do?”

Some others were even read-
ing in the government’s gesture
the return of the prodigal Vaj-
payee to the Hindutva fold. “The
Ram mandir agitation was just
the right moment for Atalji to
reaffirm his commitment to the
Sangh's idenlogy, There was in-

Madhya Pradesh.

Sorabiee’s siibmission that a
token puja could be allowed
made Vajpayee's “secular” allies
angry  Trinamul Congress
leader Mamata Banerjee did not
even attend an NDA meeting in
the evening. But the damage con-
trol began in earnest, with Vaj-
pavee agreeing at the NDA meet-
ing tomake a statement in Par-

helieve the allies would push the
coalition over the brink.
Vajpayee claimed the allies
1eft the meeting “satisfied”.
“They thought we had submitted
a written document, but there
was no need for this, But when
the attornev-general was asked
by the court to clarify the gov-
ernment’s viewpaint, obviously
he could not keep quiet.” ’
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creasing pressure on him to
prave he was ready to put the
party above power. And he seems
to have done just that in today’s
hearing,” said a hardliner from

liament tomerrow on the gov-
srnment’s position. BJP sources,
however, said the government
took the chance with the Sorab-
jee submission because it did not

The Prime Minister stuck to
the view submitted by Sorabjee,
though. “Performing a puja
would not have altered status
quo ante,” he said.
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‘We will

By Srawan Shukla?,\/&'ﬁéc

Times News Network
AYODHYA: Unfazed by the supreme

court verdict,
Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP)

working president
Ashok Singhal gaid
that VHP members
would go ahead
with their ‘shila
daan’ and also
‘pujan’ programme
on March 15 at a
site within the Ram
Janmabhoomi
ARG ~~1 complex.

Holding a joint press conference, the
VHP working president and Ram
fanmabhoomi Nyas chairman
*amchandra Paramhans Das said that

e SC order had prohibited any puja or

ivity at plot nos 139 and 160 on the 67

go aﬁgad with puj

acres of land, Elllli] that they were free to
hold any programme on the remaining
land within the Ram Janmabhoomi com-
plex where the apex court order was not
applicable.

Both leaders claimed thai the apex
court order was not against their March
15 programme as the VHP had never
planned 1o hold a programme on plot nos
159 and 160.“We had announced holding
our programme only on the undisputed
land.”

Even though they showed the map of
the RIB complex, they did not clarify on
which land they would hold their pro-
gramme. “The place will be in close prox-
imity of the site where artefacts and
other articles are lying within the com-
plex,” Mr Singhal said.

After changing its stand every day, the
VHP on Wednesday returned to its orig-
inal plan, saying that there was no differ-
ence between ‘shila daan’ and ‘shila

a‘,ij

S

Singhal
31’ and that it would now hold both
piogrammes as scheduled earlier.

“We respect the court verdict and will
not hold any programme on plot nos 159
and 160. About 2,000 Ram Sevaks.
including 500 local seers, saints and sad-
hus will participate in the three-hour-
long programme. About 30 vedic schol-
ars from Varanasi and Ayodhya will per-
form the puja as per vedic rituals.” Mr
Singhal said.

Welcoming the apex court judgment.
the VHP has put the ball in the Vajpayee
government'’s court, saying that it was up
to the Centre to allow the puja or arrest
them. 4

However, Mr Singhal said the 31-mem-
ber Mandir Nirma Samiti that is sched-
uled to meet on Thursday in Avodhya
would review the SC verdict and take a l-

decision on the March 15 programme as L
well the teraple construction plan. gr:
P Related reports on Page 7 al
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Atal takes responsibility

o\ forlawand o

\ V\FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, March 12: As the
VHP and the Ramjanmab-
hoomi Nyas zave conflicting
signals on what they wouid
do on March 15, the Centre
spent much of the day
preparing for tomorrow’s
hearing in the Supreme
Court.

The Prime Minister who
began his day by giving a clean
chit to the Gujarat government
on the way it handled the riots,
wrapped it up by sending a mes-
sage of assurance to the minoy-
ity community.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee told a
delegation of Muslim leaders
from Uttar Pradesh in the
evening that he did not represent
a particular community but the
entire nation. He alsp made it
clear that it was his responsibili-
ty to maintain law and order and
would abide by the court’s direc-
tive on the proposed puja.

However, the government is
worried over the VHP's insis-
tence on handing aver the pillars
19 the government's receiver in-
side the makeshiff temple in the
presence of Ram Lalla.

The anxiety found formal ex-
pression at night with the Uttar
Pradesh government declaring
that the stones would not be al-
lowed to be taken out of the VHP
workshop, 3 km from the disput-
ed site, "under any circum-
stances”,

The Uttar Pradesh principal
secretary (home), Naresh Dayal,
said in Lucknow prohibilory or-
ders now in force prevent the
movement of the stones, “If the
VHP wanted to hand them over
io the commissioner of Faiz-

abad, it could do so0 at the wm?—
shop itgelf.” he added.

But officials in Delhi re-
mained sceptical. “On the lace of
it, we cannot prevent anvone
from entering the temple as
devoiees. But if there is a large
gathering, we fear there may be
trouble. We can't regulate the
number of devotees because
they will say if vouallow 20, why
shouldn't another 50 be permit-
ted?” said an official.

“They (the VHP supporters)
are unpredictable people, They
say one thing one day and anoth-
er the next day.” he stressed.

RSS sources said the VHIP's
change in strategy was essential-
ly intended at keeping an alter-
native alive in case the court
gave an "unfavourable” verdict.
If the court ruled that no puja
would be allowed, the “shila
daan” would be a good enough
“face-saver”.

VHP leader Vinay Kativar
said tonight the organisation
might opt for a puja on the prem-
ises of one of the 10 temples on
the acquired land, instead of its
earlier plan to carry it out near
the disputed site.

Reports that several batches
of kar sevakshave started for Ay-
odhya from various parts of the
country are also keeping the gov-
ernment on its toes. Trains are

Sometimes people think
that everything is going
topsy-turvy and they feel
everything is coming to
arn end. But there is no
reason to believe that...

AB VAIPAYEE
L

~

rder,

n?t/bgl}rg allowed into Avodhya
and Faizabad. which have been
sealed, but the government is
worried about the possibility of
“loose cannons” sneaking inand
igniting a showdown.

At a Shivrairi rally in Avod-
hva tonight. attended by VHP
leader Ashok Singhal. some kar
sevaks surfaced and raised
slogans secking removal of the
restrictions on temple construc-
fion.

Vajpayee met home minister
LK. Advani, law minister Arun
Jaitley and attornev-general Soli
Sorabjec in the evening to for-
mulate the government’s re-
sponse to the petition seeking
army deploviment to maintain
status quo in Avodhya.

Official sources said it was
decided that the government
would not make any suo motu
submission burt restrict itself to
answering the court’s queries.
But the government will also em-
phasise that “utmast priority”
would be given t0 maintaining
law and order and nothing would
be left to chance.

At a morning function organ-
ised by the AryaSumaj, Vajpayee
sald the couniry was going
through a “transitional” phase
but it was not as if everything
had comne 10 an end. “Semetimes
people think that evervthing is
going topsy-turvy and they feel
evervthing is coming to an end.
But there is no reason to believe
that as we have faced such a situ-
ation in the past, too,” he said,
without referring to the Ayvod-
hya crisis.

Vajpayee said the BJF and its
allies were “punished” in the As-
sembly elections because of
their “shoricomings”.

B See Page g :
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‘ADEQUATE SECURITY IN AYODHYA TO MEET ANY CONTINGEN__C__Y’

0 ‘puja’ W|thout SC permlssmn' PM

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, MARCH 11. The Vaj-
payee Government assured Par-
liament today that ne “puja”
would be allowed in Ayodhva
without the permission ol the
Supreme Court. While the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, gave the assurance in the
Lok Sabha, the External Affairs
Minister. Jaswant Singh, made a
similar commitment in the Ra-
jva Sabha, even as the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad continued to
insist on performing the “puja,”
irrespective of whatever view
the apex court takes on March
13.

Mr.  Vajpayec's assurance
came after a 40-minute ex-
change between the members
of the Opposition and the ruling
NDA. The issue came up for dis-
cussion when an adjournment
motion was moved by the for-

e«ser Prime Minister, H. 1), Deve

Gowda, and the Samajwadi Par-
ty leader, Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav. who voiced ‘'sericus
concern’’ over the situation in
Avodhya. Mr. Vajpayee said his
Government was determined to
maintain peace and law and o1-
der in Ayodhya. He was com-
mitted to the NDA agenda
which clearly stated that the is-
sue would be resolved either
through negotiations or a court
verdict, he said.

Ayodhya was a “complex and
serious issue’” which had elud-
ed solution, but awindow of op-
pottunity had opened following
a change in the attitude of the
VHP which had committed it-
self o accepting the verdict of
the court even if it went against
it. Mr. Vajpayee said his Gov-
ernment was also exploring the
nossibility of finding a negodat-
settlement to the vexed
problem and appealed to all
sides to help in the endeavour.

Lauding the efforts of the
Kanchi Sankaracharya, Mr. Vaj-
payee said he had achieved a
“great deal” by initiating nego-
tiations with both the parties to
the dispute. “His intervention
has certainly improved the
overall atmosphere, we should
take advantage of this and try
and help resolve the issuc.”

The Prime Minister also clar-
ified that as far as his Govern-
meni was concerned, the issue
of the proposed “puja” in Aved-
hyva would be decided by the
courts on March 13. Steps had
been taken to expedite the hear-

ing of lhe:%snir pending be-

fore the Allahabad High Court.
The Centre had also raken ail
precautionary measures possi-
ble and had put in place ade-
quate security personnel in the
temple town to take care of any
comntingency.

Giving details of the securiry
arrangements, Mr. Vajpayee
said over 3200 personnel of pa-
ra-military forces, 1800 from the
Pravincial Ammed Constabulary
and 400 policemen had been
deploved.

The issue was raised by Mr.
Gowda and Mr. Yadav as soan
as the House assembled in the
morning. Voicing serious con-
cern, both leaders demanded
that the Government take Par-
liament into contidence on the
measutres it proposed to take to
prevernt a repetition of the
events of December 6, 1992
(when the Babri Masjid was de-
motlished).

Mr. Gowda referred to the
surcharged communal aimo-
sphere in the country and urged
the Government to prevent kar
sevaks from assembling in
Ayodhya. Mr. Yadav said Ayod-
hya was boiling and demanded
that the city be handed over to
the Army. He also accused the
Government of being “hand-in-
glove” with the VHP.

Mr. Singh told the Rajya Sab-
ha that the Government was
committed to maintaining the
status que — “it will not allow
any activity there tll the Su-
preme Courl decides on 1he
matter.’

PTI reports:

The SP members trooped into
the well of the [.ok Sabha twice
demanding that their leader,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, who had
given a notice for adjournmernt
motion, be allowed to speak on
the issue.

Mr. Yadav, who was pulled up
by the Deputy Speaker, P. M.
Sayeed, lwice for Laking affrant
to the Chair, demanded that the
‘karsevaks’ be arrested and
those issuing inflammatory
statements also be put behind
bars. He was supported by the
CPI(M) leader, Somnath Chat-
terjee, and some Left party
members.

Mr. Yadav and his party col-
leagues repeatedly clashed with
the members of the Shiv Sena,
the BfP and other NDA constit-
uents. Mr. Sayeed disallowed
the adjournment notices given
by Mr. Yadav and the RJD lead-

el= Raghuvansh Prasad Singh.
g Jpghuansh Prasad Singh.

The Ram Janmabhooml Nyas presndent Ramchandra Das Paramhans {left), performmg
puja at Karsevakpuram in Ayodhya on Monday, — AP

‘Only donation of pillars’

AYODHYA, MARCH 11. [n a major
climbdown on the Ayodhya is-
sue today, the Ramjanmabhoo-
mi  Nyas (RJN) president,
Ramchandra Das Parambans,
virtualty dropped the plans for a
“hhoomi puja’ near the disput-
ed site and announced a scaled-
down programme for March 15.

“We had thought the Ram-
Janmabhoomi would be hand-
ed over to us by March 12 and
we would go there on March 15
with “'shilas” (carved stone pil-
lars) 1o begin the construction
work... but the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, has failed
to hand over the land,” he said
here, adding “we will not go to
athers' land for sangarsh (strug-
gle) or take law into our hands.”

Echoing Paramhans’ views,
the Bajrang Dal founder-presi-
dent and Bharatiya Janata Party
MP, Vinay Katiyar, said in New
Delhi that no “bheomi puja”
would be performed on March
15 — only a donation of pillars
would take place.

Earlier, the R[N and the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad launched

Janmabhoomi site on March 15.

“1 have pledged to donate
stones at the ‘garb griha’ (sanc-
ium sanctorum) ot Lord Ham
and I am going to donate them
there,"” Paramhans told report-
ers,

“I will take a receipt from the
receiver (Faizabad Divisional
Commissioner) and it will be his
responsibility to ensure the pro-
tection of the stones.” (The Di-
visional Commissioner, A. K.
Gupta, said he could accept the
“donation” only after receiving
a nod from the Centre). — PT1

‘No change in
puja plan’
By Our Special Correspondent

LUCKNOW, MARCH 11. There is no
change in the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad’s pregramme of per-
forming “svmbolic puja” of
carved stones in Avodhya on
March 15, its teader. Ashok
Singhal, said today.

Mr. Singhal, who arrived here
on his way to Avodhya, told

newspersons al the airport that
at no point of time had his orga-
nisation agrecd to abide by the
court verdiet in this regard, And
there was no merntion of any
‘commilment’” on the part of
the VIIP 10 accept the court ver-
dict on “puja’ in the formula
proposed by the Kanchi Sanka-
racharvd, jayendra Saraswati, 1o
initiate negotialions with Mus-
lim grganisations, he claimed.

Dhiving straight rom the air-
port to Raj Bhavan to meet the
Governor, Vishnu Kant Shastri,
Mr, Singhal spent an hour with
him, He left for Ayodhya with
Mr. Shastri's permission, the
Principal Secreiary itlome), Na-
resh Daval, said.

The admintstration contin-
ued 1o enforce restrictions on
the entry of visitors Lo the pil-
grim lown. Mr. Dayal confirmed
that the authorities in 18 dis-
tricts around Faizabad had
heen directed to set up tempo-
rary jails 1o lodge “Ramsevaks™
who could be arrested while
proceeding o Ayodhya,

the programme for the March=
15 “puja’” by conducting a
prayer at the workshop where
“shilas” were being prepared.
After conducting the 90-min-
ute prayer, in which leaders of
the VHP and the BIP participa-
ted, the RJN said -the “shilas”
would be donated at the Ram




/ Court to decide on puja: Atal

crambile to save

Ayodl\irgf

FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, March 9; Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee today initiated measures
to dispel the minority com-
munity’s misgivings that
threatened to snarl the Ayod-
hya talks, saying the govern-
ment woiuld abide by a court
verdict on whether the tem-
ple trust could held a puja on
the “undisputed” land.

His defence minister, too,
tried to calin nerves by raising
the possibility of army deploy-
ment in Ayodhya., But the an-
nouncemeni drew aclarification

‘from the Uttar Pradesh Gover-
nor that he wanted the force to
be put only on alert. (See Page 6)

The “confidence-building”
measures came less than 24
hours after the VHP signalled a

ossible go-ahead for a “symbol-
¢” bhoom! pigan in Avadhya on
larch 15. The Supreme Court is
cheduled to hear a petition on
he issue on March 13.

Official sources said the gov-
ernment was keen to create a
“conducive” ambience for to-
morrow’s meeting of the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board. The Centre wanted to en-
sure that the Kanchi
Sankaracharya’s proposals were
not rejected out of hand as this
would mean going back fo
square one, they added.

When a delegation of the All
India Organisation of Imams
called on the Prime Minister this
evening, he said: “The govern-
ment would do as per the direc-
tive of the Supreme Court,
which is hearing the matter on
March 13.... Whether we like it
ar not, we have to abide by the
court’s verdict.”

If the court negated the puja
proposal, a “new chapter” would
begin. Butif the court ruled that
it was only a question of a one-
day puja, “eifforts to resolve the
old issue will have to be contin-
ued”, Vajpayee added.

The apex court will hear
two petitions, one seeking con-
tempt proceedings against VHP
leaders on charges of violating
status quo ante in Ayodhva
and the other calling for army
devloyment.

Official sources said the
Prime Minister's statement was
a response to apprehensions
voiced by minority leaders that
sanctioning a puja may allow the
VHP’s kar sevaks a chance to ac-
ress the disputed spot and pro-
voke a law-and-order problem.

Board members like Syed
Shahabuddin had reacted ad-
versely to an out-of-turn an-
nouncement by the Kanchi seer
vesterday that the government
had given the green signal to the
puja. The board almost consid-
ered calling off its Sunday meet-
ing until the Sankaracharya
stepped in and dispatched a set
of written assurances,

NDA aliies like the Trinamul
Congress and the Telugu Desam
Party have protested against the
puja proposal. Desam, which
was slated to hold a meeting of
its politburo today to finalise its
candidate for the Speaker, has
deferred it by a day to await the
board’s response. Coalition con-

Whether we like it or not,
we have 1o abide by the
court’s verdict

ABVAJPAYLE
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a talks

vener and defence minister
George Fernandes is scheduled
to leave for Hyderabad to pacify
Desam.

However, in its attempt to
send a reassuring signal by
bringing the army into the pic-
fure, the Centre seems to have
tied itself in knots. Fernandes
revealed at a seminar this morn-
ing that he had received a writ-
fen request from the Uttar
Pradesh government for army
deployment,

Official sources said the
statement was meant to assure
the minority community that
the army’s presence would deter
the VHP from assembling a big
mob on March 15. But in the
evening, Governor Vishnukant
Shastri issued the clarification
at a news conference. -

BJP as well as official
sources said the confusion arose
as the state administration did
not want to take any chances
with the VHE But some senior
colleaguies of Vajpayee were
against army deployment for
fear that it might further antago-
nise the hardliners.

The Prime Minister, howev-
et, saunded optimistic before the
Imams, saying the Ayodhva
issue was *now on the road to
resolution”,. He added that a con-
genial atmosphere had been cre-
ated because of the VHP’s com-
mitment to honour a court ver-
dict and the Sankaracharya's
mediation. “Swamiji came from
far away Kanchipuram as a mes-
senger of peace I am happy that
representatives of the Muslim
community had candid talks
with him,” Vajpayee said.

But VHP spokesman Viresh-
war Dwivedi asserted that the
puja would take~place as

J

THE TELZGRAPR

l St BIYE .‘,_w‘



“FM to meet
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Vajpayee on

LPG

NEW DELHI, March 9. —
In what is seen as a climb
down, the finance minister,
Mr Yashwani Sinha, today
said he would discuss the is-
sue of rollback of LPG and
kerosene price hike with the
Prime Minister apparently
under pressure from various
political parties, including
the BJP.

Mr Sinha, who had earlier
ruled out any roll-back of
LPG price increase of Rs 40
a cylinder in the budget,
said today “I am neither rul-
ing in the possibility nor rul-
ing out the possibility.”
Asked if it was true that
Prime Minister has agreed
for a discussion on the issue
as announced by petroleum
minister, Mr Ram Naik yes-
terday, Mr Sinha said “1 have
also read in the newspaper.

“l will discuss the matter
with the Prime Minister.
‘Whatever has to be done

i would be announced on the

fioor of either House of Parlia-
ment,” Mr Sinha told report-
ers on the sidelines of a serni-
nar on globalisation here.

To a question on what was
his view on the rollback, Mr
Sinha said “I have no opin-
ion of my own. The Budget 1
have presented is the deci-
sion taken by the govern-
ment of India. Whatever is
announced is the govern-
ment’s decision.”

Mr Sinha voiced concern
over the mgdnting fiscal def-
icit and p#id the strength of

price

PRESS TRUST OF INBM\ ,%he econ?my 1n strong

o S V7

macro economic fundamen-
tals. “A large fiscal deficit
has the problem of spilling

er to the external sector
and create a balance of pay-
ment crisis.

The largest import bill is in
petroleum products, which
has the potential of destabil-
ising the economy,” he said.

Justifying the hard decisions
taken in the budget, he said
“while poverty elimination
would be our main goal, we
must manage our affairs and
also learn to make sacrifices.

Those who do not learn to
make sacrifices will he head- -
ing towards the doors of
IMF.” Citing the examples.
of Brazil and Argentina, Mr
Sinha said the comfortable
forex reserve of $50 billion
could evaporate in no time if
the external sector was not

Brazil, which had a com-

]

managed well. ‘ :

fortable $75 billion forex re- |

serve witnessed an outflow
of $25-$30 billion within 15
days forcing it to approach
IMF for structural adjust- .
ment loans. ‘
“You never know when the r
tornado hits you. You should
be guarded,” he said, adding
when there is a “run”, it
should be controlied. !
Unlike Pakistan, Sri Lan- i
ka and Bangladesh, Mr Si-
nha said India was in a |
“commanding position” as it
no longer took loans from
IMF and was able to disc
issues as “equals” i
multi-lateral fora.

V.
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M defends UP governor’s move

Timas News Network

tion,” he said.

the opposition. GL" T

NEW DELHI: Defending Uttar 1t was clear that the majority of  Referring to the precedent of the
- " Pradesh the members did not want the single largest party being invited to |
Governor Vishnu Samajwadi Party to form the gov-  form the government, Mr Vajpayee
Kant Shastri's ©mment,” he said replying to per- said he was in favour of setting up It
recommendation Sistent SP-Left demands that fol-  such a convention. Earlier, opposi- ;
for imposing lowing the convention the single tfon members had repeatedly men- / ‘
1 President’s rule largest party should have been tioned how Mr Vajpavec himseif h.‘
in the state, invited to form the government. had been invited by President 5. D h
Prime Minister In an oblique reference to the Sharma to form the government s
Vajpayee on Congre;ss posjﬂ_on in this regard, without the requisite numbers in ‘[_d
' Friday said that the Prime Minister observed that 1996, ’)) . m
A B.Vajpayee  JNM governor had  SOme parties had written to the  They also recalled ajpavec’s
no other choice. governor saying they would not censure motion as leadgr of oppo- |
In response o strong protests Support the SP. Turming to the SP sition against Romesh Bhandaris [
from the Samajwadi Party and Left members he remarked that even action as UP governor. Akhilesh [
members over the UP develop- with the Congress support they Singh (SP) said that Mr Vajpavee -
ment, Mr Vajpayee told the Lok would not be able to form the gov-  himself had staged a dharna
Sabha that it was not possible for crmment. ) against mr Bhandari's decision.
the governor to leave the field Interrupted by Congress chief The PM responded by pointing out .
open for horse-trading, whip P R. Das Munshi, who want-  that motives had been imputed to .
He said it was clear that the ¢d to know whether the BJP had the President's decision to invite
arithmetic of the new assembly was already decided to support a BSP him. He said i there was a consen-
not in favour of the Samajwadi Sovernment, the Prime Minister sus on the issue, Iresh efforts could g,
Party. “It did not offer any solu- said his party had decided to sit in  be made for a new convention, po
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_~ UNDISPUTED LAND TO BE GIVEN FOR ‘CONSTRUCTION'

MU”

’ ‘symbolic bhoomi puja’~

By Our Spectal Correspondent

NEW DELHI. MARCH 8. The Vaj-
payee Government has started
surrendering to an intractable
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP;. it
has agreed 1o permit a *‘symbol-
ic bhoomi puja” on the undis-
puted land in Ayodhya on
March 15, which, technicaily,
would amount to changing the
“stalus quo’.

The Prime Minister, A.8. Vaj-
pavee, has come under increas-
ing pressure from within the
Sangh Parivar to dilute the com-
mitment the Government gave
— in the President’s address to
the joint session of Parliament
— (0o maintain the sratus guo.

While there was no official
word of the modalities of sur-
render to the VHP, two pro-
nouncements — one in Chennai
and the other in Faizabad —
gave the game away. [n Chen-
nal, the kanchi Sankaracharva,
Jayendra Saraswati, anncounced
that a “symbolic puja with one

“construction”.

Since the Sankaracharya has
been interacting with the Gov-
ernment, the VHP and the Mus-
lim groups, it is presumed that
he has made the announcement
with the Government's consent.

The second concession to the
VHP was the announcement by
L.D. Swami, Minister of Stale tor
Home Aftairs. He declared that
the restrictions on the move-
ment ol ‘kar sevaks’ towards
Ayodhya would be eased. Want-
ing to pre-empt the possibility of
a large congregation taking
place in Ayodhya on March 15,
the Centre had put in place a
number of restrictions, making
it difficult for the "kar sevaks’ to
reach Faizabad. Today, Mr. Swa-
mi announced that the train ser-
vices would be restored.

The VHP, as well as a section
of the BJP leadership, was un-
happy over these restrictions.
Many BIP MPs, led by Mahamt
Adityanath, had met the Prime
Minister to demand the casing
of restrictions and facilitation of

own people” were being pre-
vented trom travelling to Avod-
hya.

In fact, the decision to send
Mr. Swami to Avodhva was 1ak-
en at a meeting at the Prime
Minister's residence on Thurs-
day night. [t was attended by (he
Home Minister, ILK. Advani, the
Detence Minister, Gearge Fer-
nandes, and BJP and RSS lead-
ers. The consensus was that the
VHP willingness to obey the law
of the land should be seen as a
“concession and, in turn, it
should be allowed "a face-saver
of a symbolic puja .

These unilateral concessions,
which amount to a change in ihe
status quo, have been reparted
even before the Muslim Person-
al Law Board could formally re-
spond o the Kanchi
Sankaracharya's proposats. The
Muslim leadership now finds it-
self presented with a fait accom-
pli.

Yet anather VHP functionary's
pronouncements ioday created
doubts ahout its credibility and

stone”” would be performed on
March 15 and that by June 2,
some pottion of the undisputed
land would be handed over to
the Ramjanmah.hnomi Trust for

the 'puja’.
seniormost

Even Mr. Vajpavee's

Ministezial
leagues were reported 10 be ex-
rreme]y dlepleaeed that

sincerity. lis president, Vishnu
Hari Dalmia, reiterated the ofl-
repeated stand that the court
had no role o p]d\’ in matters of

col-

“our

Train services to be restored

By 1.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, MARCH 8. The Union Minister of State
for Home, L.D. Swami, today announced ihat the
trains diverted in the wake of the restrictions on
‘kar sevaks’ from entering Avodhya would be re-
stored from Saturday.

Mr. Swami, who visited Ayodhya at the invita-
tion of the BJP MP, Vinay Kativar, 1o study the
ground situation, acknowledged thal the com-
mon man in Faizabad and Ayodhya had been put
to a lot of troubte.

Local newspapers carried reports of severe
constraints on the life of people for the past sev-
eral days. The restriction on the movement of
trucks has resualted it a sharp rise in prices. Ac-
cording to one report, the price of wheat flour
had gene up to Rs. 13 a kg and that of potatoes to
Rs. 9. A severe shortage of petrol and cooking gas
has also been reparted.

In Lucknow, no senior State Government offi-
cial was available to give a correct picture of the
situation. Presspersons made frantic ctforis to
contact the Chief Secretary and the Principal Sec-
retary (Home} to verity the reports from Ayodhya
but failed to get their version. The Secretary
{Home), AK. Bishnoi, who was directed by his
Principal Secretary to brief presspersons, said he
had no information from Ayodhya or Faizabad.

Sankaracharya returns

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, MARCH 8. The Kanchi Sankaracharya,
Jayendra Saraswathi, who returned by a special

aircrafy this morning, said a simple ‘Bhoomi puja’
— with a single stone — would be performed at
the ‘undisputed site’ in Avodhyva on March 13,
And work on construction of a Rum temple would
start before fune 2, also at the ‘undisputed site’,
with the consent ot all the parties to the dispute.

Speaking to the media at the airport here on
arrival, the Sankaracharya said all arrangements
were being made to go ahead with the function
legally and peacefuliy.

The local municipality, the Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernment and the Centre had been informed. Beq-
wisite permission and sanctions would be
obtained for the conduct ol the ceremaony. 4 “no-
objection” certificate would be issued by sorne of
the Muslim bodies 1 proceed with the puja and
“peace and harmony” would be ensured in Avod-
hya.

The Sankaracharya, who has played a mediato-
rv role in trying to resolve the impasse between
the two communities was hopeful that an amica-
ble settlement would be reached between the
Ram Janambhoomi trust, the Muslim Personal
Law Board and the Centre. “What has happened
in the past must be set aside as a bad dream and
we must ook to the future where we cun live in
peace and harmony,” he said.

The Acharya said he expected a favourabie de-
cision from all quarters and expressed the hope
that some important developments would take
place on March M and 13. Only with the cooper-
atian and copeent of all parties to the dispute and
of bath the communities, a peaceful
‘ould be reached.

THE HINDU
g Wik 2002

faith, bue almost intmediately
accepted that the organisalion
was bauind e heneur its verdicl
in the perding Wwodhyva case,
Al g press conlerence. Mr
Dalmia said thor the VP was
confident that the court verdict
would tavour the majority com-
munity. In the event of it being
otherwise, ‘dharamacharyas’
freligious leaders) would decide
the future course of action.
Asked whether the VP was
willing o alter the remple plan
orshift the sanctum sancionom’
if the titde suit pending betore
the Tuckaow bench of the Alla-
habad High Conrt went against

Contempt action
sought against
VHP leaders

NEW DELHI, MARCH 8. The Su-
preme Court today fixed for
next week hearing on two pet-
itions — one secking con-
tempt of court proveedings
apainst the VHP leadership,
including Ashok Singhal, for
viplating the order tu main-
lain the status quo at Avad-
hya, and another seeking the
deployment of the Army at
the disputed site to cuntrol
the situation.

The petition seeking de-
ployment of the Army and sei-
zure of the stones. lving at
Karsevakpuram in Avodhya
and Pmdwara in Rajasthan
and meant for use at (he pro-
pased Ram ternple, by the dis-
trict  administration  would
come up lor hearing mu
March 13, —- P

T i
it he said, "I as upte the reli-
gious leaders (o consider.”

Mr. LDabmia said thay the VHP
was ol the opinion that the on
going case should be decided on
the basis ol evidence rather than

of iz 109 odd

vy e sty
witnesses (he minority commu-
nitv had sought to produce, He
claimed llmt the VHP was in
possession of “irrefutabie™ evi-
dence that 2 temple existed at
the disputed «ite, He expressed
hope that & werdicr would he
possible within o yvear once the
case wus heard on a day- 10-dav
bsis.

He said that the VHP had
made  “several  concessions’
and was hopeful that the Gov-
ernmeit would recipracale by
lifting the restrictions on ‘kar se-
vaks and by permitting "puja’ at

the undisputed site. /
o . . , ;

Govt. agrees to g la
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Kanchi seer

By Smita Gupta

Times News Network \(‘J} Q
NEW DELHI: The BIP-led central government has
begun exploring the possibility of permitting a bhoo-
mi puja at Ayodhya. The government began consider-
ing this after the Kanchipuram Shankaracharya on
Thursday night promised a high-level meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Atal Behari Vijpayee that, if
allowed, he would ensure that the ceremony would be
“symbolic, without building
materials, carved pillars or con-
centration of kar sewals”.

Meanwhile, minister of state
for home LD. Swami, who has
gone to Ayodhya to assess the §
security situation, on Friday
announced the lifting of curbs on §
the residents of Ayodhya, permis-
sion for pilgrims (not kar sevaks),
and resumption of trains within a
few days. When a government
official was asked how the police
would distinguish between pil-
grims and kar sevaks, the reply
was that “Pilgrims come singly,
kar sevaks come in groups. In
fact, given the situation, no pil-
grim will come™.

The Shankaracharya Thas
already conveyed his assurance to
the All India Muslim Personal
Law Board and said that the ques- Ramchandra
tion of handing over the so-called Ayodhya on Friday,
undisputed land would be dealt

PILGRIMS’ PROGRESS

Unjon minister of state for home
affairs LD, Swami (right} with Mahant
Das

symbo\flc,
ass\ures PM

Centre lifts curbs on pzlgrlms residents of Ayodhyva

his capacity as managing trustee of the Ram
Janmabhoomi Nyas (RIN) that the court verdict in
the Ayodhya case will be obeyed. The promise has
made it possible for the government to consider
allowing the puja, but VHP cadres see it as a sell-out,
And so, on Friday, the VHP's international presi-
dent, V.H. Dalmia, took two steps back. He said the
VHP would obey the court verdict, but if it went
against the RIN, the dharmacharyas would decide the
next step. When asked if be was
not contradicting Mr Singhal’s
statement, made on Thursday,
that if the verdict went in favour
of the Muslims, the garbha griha
(sanctum sanctorum) location
would be changed, he evaded a
direct reply. He only repeated
that he was certain the verdict
would be favourable to the RIN,
He emphasised that since many
Hindus were disturbed that a
“matter of faith™ was to be decid-
ed by the courts, he wanted to tell
them that the court was only
deciding whether a temple had
-] been destroyed to build a
mosque, which was a “matter ot
fact, not faith™. When it was point-
ed out that the court was only
deciding the ownership of the dis-
puted land, not its historicity, he
refused to concede the point.
Much effort is understood to

Paramhans in

with after March 15. But there has been no response
from the board. Government sources said that besides
ensuring that the security situation in Ayodhya was
conducive, Muslim approval was essential to “sell” the
puja to the BIP’s allies and the opposition.
Meanwhile, Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) cadres
have not taken kindly to Ashok Singhal’s promise in

have been logged behind the
scenes by spiritual leader $ri Sri Ravi Shankar. The guru
reportedly held extensive discussions with Mr Singhal
and persuaded him to give the clearest possible com-
mitment in writing that his organisation would ahide by
the court verdict. Sri Sri Ravi Shankar is also saidtobe |,
holding parleys with a cross-section of Muslim leaders

to find a durable settlement to the Ayodhya dispute,

l -
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abide by

"Temple trust Wlllo o
SC verdict

Govt may allow symnbolic puja on March 15

By Smita Gupta and Narayani Ganesh
Times News Network

NEW DELHI The Vajpayec government
breathed a sigh of reliel on Thursday after
international working president of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) Ashok
Singhal, speaking in his capacity as manag-
ing trustee of the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas
(RIN), gave a commitment to abide by the
court verdict in the Ayodhya case,

The commitment cume even as the
Shankaracharya of Kanchipuram declared
that the VHP should stay out of the dispute
and the government should deal only with
the RIN, In an interview with TNN, the
Kanchi seer said that
the RIN would defi-
nitely abide by the
supreme courl ver-
dict—whatever it
may be-—and not just
‘await’ it, He also
clarified that the }
VHP “has no right to
speak on behall of
the Hindu communi-
ty or to sit in judg- {.,
memt  over  the |
Ayodhya Ram tem-
ple issue”,

In reply to a ques-
tion of what the RIN
would do il the court

PEACE MARCH
i

riests march in Lucknow on Thursday to
protest against the violence in Gujarat.

allies, barring the Shiv Scna, are distinctly
uncumfortable about an item not on their
agenda taking centrestage, On (he other,
maty of his vounger ministerial colleagues,
some of whom met Union home minister
LK. Advani on Tuesday, made it clear that if
the government did not accede 1o the VHP's
demands, then there was no sense in it con-
tinuing in power. A minister said that the
BJP leadership had lost credibilily with its
cadres, and “has ta do something to end that
alienation first™.

The government, which has to deal with
two major demands in the current crisis —
permission for the bhoomi pujo and handing
over of the undisput-
ed 42 acres of land—
has decided to first
tackle the former.
Government sources
were upset that an
cutire day had been
lost because of the
VHP's hesitancy in
giving an undertak-
mg that it would
abide by the court’s
verdict, They pointed
out that the Muslim
Personal Law Board
(MPLB) and the
allies would also
nesd to concur, The
MPLB leaders had

verdict went against
it he said the plan for the temple would be
altered. The original temple blueprint has
the garbha grika (sanctum sanctorum) locat-
ed un the disputed site, The Shankaracharya
said if the plan had to be altered, the garbha
griha could be shifted outside the disputed
site as Ram was present everywhere, “even
outside the disputed site™.

These developments have now re-opened
the possibility of the government allowing
the bhoomi pujn on March 15. However,
government sources said that it had been
made clear to the RIN that the bhoomi puja,
if permitted, would have to be a symboiic
aftair. Building material or carved piltars
would not be allowed in and neither would
the kar sevaks be allowed to assemble.

The crigis-has put the Prime Minister in a
majoradffemma. On the one hand, his NDA

told the Shankaracharya they would not
object to a token puja provided an undert
ing was given thatl the VHP would abide’by
the court verdict. However, if some of them
were to challenge this in court and get a stay,
then the entire negotiations could get
derailed, they feared.

BJP sources say that of the NDA allies,
only the Teluge Desam Party needs to be
persuaded. They say the Shankaracharya
has been asked to speak to Andhra Pradesh
chief minister N, Chandrababu Naidu. NDA
sources in the TDP and non-TDP parties say
they will await the MPLB’s verdict before
saying anvthing, But NDA sources said the
alfies had some questions about the implica-
tions of the government’s decision to deal
only with the RJN.

» (8A with the Kanchi Shankaracharya, Pagﬂ/
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~Cabinet recommends President;

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 7. The Union
Cabinet today decided to rec-
ommend to the President to ac-
cept the Uttar Pradesh
Governor's  recommendation
that the State be brought under
the President’s rule and that the
State Assembly be put under
suspended animation.

The Union Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister, Pramod Maha-
jan, who briefed the press after
the Cabinet meeting, said it was
decided that the recommenda-
tion to the President be made
under Article 356 (1) of the Con-
stitution.

A Presidential proclamation,
bringing Uttar Pradesh under
President's rmle, to this effect
was expected later tonight. Mr.
Mahajan noted that the Centre

“would require two months to

secure parliamentary ratifica-
tion of the proclamation.

The Governar, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, had sent his report last
night to the President stating
that in his judgment no stable
government could be formed,
given the fractured verdict.

Mayawati quits LS,
to focus on U.P.
By K.V, Prasad

NEW DELHI, MARCH 7. In an appar-
ent bid to form a governmentin
Uttar Pradesh, the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party today sent its vice-
president, Mayawati, to play an
active role as the Legislature
party leader in the State. As a
result, Ms. Mayawati today ve-
signed from the Lok Sabha.

The BSP's move came a day
after the Uttar Pradesh Gover-

nor, Vishnu Kant Shasirl, | rec-
cmmended the impositiopn of
President’s rule on the gréund
that no political party was in a
pasition to form the next gov-
ernment. Significantly, both Ms.
Mayawati and the BSP chief,
Kanshi Ram, who addressed a
press conference here, wel-
comed the move and were also
soft in their comments on the
BIP Q- vp) §VH-

“We “are the second largest
party and would try to form a
government in U.P.)” the BSP
chief said. In the same breath,
he said the party was not afraid
of facing new elections, if a so-
lution to the present stalemate
could not be found.

Neither Kanshi Ram nor Ms.
Mayawati was willing w explain
how the BSP hoped to form the
government given the fact that
the party has just 98 MLAs, The

rule in U.P.

BSP leaders reminded that even
in 1996, Central rule was lifted
after Ms. Mavawati became the
Chief Minister with the BfP's
support. They were reluctant to
say whom they were talking (o,
except ruling out the possibility
of either supporting the Samaj-
wadi Party or taking its help.

Ms. Mavyawati's decision 1o
shift to U.I. pelitics is being
seen as a signal thar the party is
not willing to fall for any bairt at
the Centre that the B{F is said o
be offering. It is also said io be a
move to ensure that the BSP
MLAs stick together and tell
them that Ms. Mayawati is in
control of the situation.

Ms. Mayawati said the parly
would take a decision on the ba-
sis of its principles and in the
interest of the community it
represented.
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FROM QUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, March 7: Who has
gained and who has lost from the
Ayodhya battle of nerves?

In the short term, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee has saved his “gaddi”
by “salvaging™ his government’s
“secular credentials™ and spar-
ing his NDA allies embarrass-
ment. From the long-term view-
point, Sangh sources insisted
that the undercurrent of resent-
ment among the cadre, including
those of the BJE would increase
and reopen the battle between
hardliners and moderates by the
end of the year, closer to the Gu-
jarat elections.

As Vajpayee weighed the
legal and political pros and cons
of permitting the VHP to per-
forin its token bhoomi pujaon a

-

a Vajpayee \}/}ns ab

portion of the acquired “undis-
puted” land, BJP sources saida
storm was brewing in the hard-
line ranks. Some senior minis-
ters are believed to have told
their mentor and home minister
L.K, Advani that if the Centre
kept pushing the VHP 1o the
wall, they would have no choice
but to resign,

The VHP general secretary,
Acharya Giriraj Kishore, said
sports and youth affairs minis-
ter Uma Bharti had “assured”
him she would quit if the gov-
ernment rebuffed the VHPs
demand.

BJP sources said Advani was
in favour of allowing the VHP
and the Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas
to perform their puja on the ac-
quired land and permitting the
Ram sevaks to move freely, bat
Vajpayee would not hear of it.

The decision to involve the
Kanchi S8ankaracharya as the
principal mediator was appar-
ently taken entirely by the Prime
Minister’s aides and the home
ministry was kept completely
out of it. The PMO took fujl
charge after Vajpayee got the
feedback that the BJP and some
of his Cabinet ministers were
not too keen on an early resolu-
tion, which would end up “com-
promising” the VHP's position.
Even the RSS, which initially of-
fered to intervene, did not “have
itsheart fully in it”, said sources.

“There was a feeling that be-
yond a point it would not help us
to have this government around
for too long,” said a Sangh
source. “It has failed on all
counts — governance, the econo-
my. What's left is Hindutva and if
this, too, becomes a point of con-

reather

V) G

frontation, what’s the use of hav-
ing Vajpayee around?”

Alienated from his own party,
BJF sources said Vajpayee final-
1y plaved the “Brahmin” card by
enlisting the support of some of
the who's who from the commu-
nity. R. Venkataraman, Ran-
ganath Mishra, Brajesh Mishra
and, of course, the Kanchi
Sankaracharya were thrown
into the negotiations.

But if’ the Ayodhya issue has
been resolved, if only temporari-
ly, BJP sources said the Kanchi
seer and VHP working president
Ashok Singhal would share
the honours equally. The former
for taking the risk of earning
the label of a “political sant”
from the Hindu clergy and Sing-
hal for conceding more in the
bargain than the VHP had ini-
tially calculated.

THE TELEGRAPE
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FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, March 6: The Cen-
tre is trying to isolate VHP hard-
liners and coax the “moderates”
into giving a written assurance
to honour the court verdict on
the Ayodhya dispute even as the
outfit stuck to its official posi-
tion of no written commitment.
BJP sources claimed that
VHP working president Ashok
Singhal had given in writing
that the Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas
would abide by the court verdict
even if it went in favour of the
other camyp.
_ But VHP general secretary
Acharya (ﬂrlra] "Kishore disput-
ed the claim. “We merely stated

that stetus quo ante would be
maintained on the disputed site
pending the court’s verdict,” he

WJJV(‘)‘(\/

said, quoting a?“assurance
from Nyas convener Mahant
Ramchandra Das Paramhans
vesterday to Kanchi Sankara-
charya Jayendra Saraswathi.

The All India Muslim Person-
al Law Board tonight threateried
to pull out of negotiations if
the VHP “backs out” of the com-
mitment to honour a court
verdict.

BJP and RSS sources main-
tained that the Sankaracharya
— who is mediating between the
VHP and the Muslim Personal
Law Board to hammer out a
solution on the Centre's behalf
— accepted the brief only on
condition that the former would
agree to honour the judgment.
Singhal had promised to do so,
too, they said.

The Kanchi seer had said
the assurance was the “mini-

mum” that Muslims woid
expect to “amicably” refolve
the dispute and even conkider
handing over portions of the
acquired land considered
“undisputed” by the VHP,

Government sources said
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee also felt no formula
would work unless the VHP
stopped acting tough. They said
it was not only the Muslim law
board, which wanted the assur-
ance but the Opposition and
NDA allies as well,

Vajpayee has asked the
Sankaracharya to speak to the
VHP leaders again. The seer,
who was to leave for Chennai
today, postponed his trip by a day.
Vajpayee also asked NDA con-
vener and defence minister
George Fernandes to brief the
allies on the developments.

~Atal works on VHP moderates

"The government’s endeavour
to sew up the loose ends report-
edly threatened to come apart
when the Sankaracharya spoke
much more than he was mandat:
ed to at yesterday’s news brief-
ing, which was telecast live.

“He was only authorised to
read out an appeal issued jointly
with the Muslims and mention a
proposal that was in the offing
without giving away the con-
tours. But after spilling the
heans, both the VHP and some
Muslim leaders upped the ante,”
sources said.

Apart from the strategy to
“marginalise” the hardliners,
the government’s perception is
that the VHP deliberately upped
the ante to extract its part of the

bargain before commitigng
things in black and white.
W See Page 6
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But kunchi seer sayvs puga should be allowed on March 15

By Smita Gupta

Times News Network
NEW DELHI After a series of
whirlwind meetings with govern-
ment ministers, the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and Muslim lead-
ers, Swarni Javendra Saraswati, the
Shankaracharya of  Kanchi-
puram—the latest mediator on the
Ayodhya issue—said that the VHP
had agreed to await the ver-
dict of the supreme court on
the disputed site.

But if this appeared like §
sume movement forward, he
also seemed to present the §
nation with a fait accompli by §
endorsing the VHP stand tha
‘bhoomi pujan’ be permitted
on March 15 on the land |
acquired by the Centre in 8
1993 and that this land should &
be handed over to the Ram §
Janmabhoomi Nyas (RIN) g
well before June 2, when the

touchesd.

However, the VHP does not say
it will accept the court verdict if it
goes against it. Senior government
sources indicated they did not
expect any court verdict on the
title suit for many more years.

The Shankaracharya emphasised
that the Ram ido! would remain
“virgjman” at the sanctum sancto-

BROKERING PEACE

100-day yagna in Ayodhya The Shankaracha
ends. He asked the Muslim Saraswati, is offered a seat by Babri masjid
Personal Law Board 1o give ¢ommittee member Abdul Nizadi (left) as fel-
low member Nizamuddin Wahmiji looks on in
New Dethi on Tuesday.

its approval for handing over
the acquired land.

rya of Kanchi, Javendra

Muslims, even if the title suit s
decided in their favour. This i
because the master plan for the
construction envisages the disput-
ed spot as the sanctum sanctorum.
Apart from his well-publicised
meeting with the Prime Minister
on Monday night and the Muslim
Personal Law Board representa-
tives on Tuesday, the
Shankaracharya met Vice
BB P'resident Krishan Kant, MP
8 Syed Shabhabuddin, defence
§ minister George Fernandes
and home minister L.K.
Advani. The Shankaracharya,
in his meeting with Muslim
Personal Law Board repre-
sentatives, asked them to
agree to the government
handing the acquired land to
the RIN, if possible by March
1{. The Muslim feaders have
said they will discuss this
among themselves. Sources
say they are not inclined to
respond positively. The Shahi
Imam has castigated the
board for even agreeing to
consider the proposai.

What is being presented as
a ‘concession’ — in a letter the
Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas wrote o
the Pritne Minister on Tuesday —
is that until the title suit about the
disputed 40 by 20 feet spot on
which the Babn Masjid stood is
decided, that area will not be

rum and the daily worship would
continue while the title suit was
pending in the court. Observers say
this means that if construction
begins on the adjacent acquired
land. there will be no way that the
area can ever be restored to the

presence of two independent
observers—f{ormer President R.
Venkataraman and former CJ1
and Congress MP Ranganath
Mishra-—at the meeting was meant
to appease the Congress.

P See Edit: Respite in Ayodhya, Page E/
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Sadhus listen to radio in Ayodhya. (PTh

~Sants blink, give At

FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, March 4: After
keeping the country on ten-
terhooks for over a month,
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
today hacked off and agreed
to give the Centre three mon-
ths to hand over the “undis-
puted” land in Ayodhya.

A meeting of the VHP’s
Marg Darshak Mandal — its
apex decision-making body --
decided that on March 15, the
deadline it had set for starting
temple construction, a “sym-
bolic” puja of the carved stone
pillars will be performed.

The new deadline will expire
on June 3 after the 100-day Poot-
na Ahuti Yagna is over.

VHP working president
Ashok Singhal, however, denied
that it was a climbdown on the
part of his organisation. “The
Prime Minister never asked me
to withdraw any endolan (agita-
tion),” he told reporters after the
meeting. “We started a yagna
and not an andolan.”

Singhal claimed that the VHP
had never intended to begin
work on the temple from March
15. *We said we would start the
task gn any auspicious date after
March 12. It could be in April,
May or June,” he said.

Though Singhal said he expe-
cted the land to be handed over to
fhe temple trust within 100 days,
he emphasised that no construc-
tion would bhegin till this was
done, “There will be no forcible
takeover of land,” he said.

/l

Singhal sald his outflt still
hoped it would be permitted to
tow the pillars to the “undisput-
ed” land. However, sources close
to him said if that was not possi-
ble, the leaders could agreeto a
pwa on the Karsevakpuram
campus, which is 3 km from the
contentious site and is used as a
training centre for the VHP
cadre.

The pillars and other parts of
the temple were carved and chis-
elled in a workshop close to this
place.

The VHP apex body’s decl-
sion apparently came afier the
Sankaracharya of Kanchi
Jayendra Saraswathi, offered to
intercede with the VHP on the
Centre’s behalf and persuade
the sants and dharmacharyas to
settle fora token ritual.

The Sankaracharya is meet-
ing Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee over dinner tonight
and is expected to get back to
Singhal and the sants tomaorrow.
Sources said Vajpavee, at the
“exploratory” meeting, would
candidly explain to the Kanchi
seer the constitutional and legal
gifficulties of handing over even
a small portion of the land the
VHP calls “vndisputed”.

“The Prime Minister is
bound by his presidential ad-

There will be no forcible
takeover of tand

ASHOK SINGHAL

S

dress amn the commitment he
made at the all-party meeting in
which hé stated that in no cir-
cumstance would status quo
ante be disturbed. Whethey it is
March 15 or June, this position
would hold geod,” sources close
to him said.

The Sankaracharya's in-

volvement came after the RES
efforts at mediation failed. “The
RSS had its limitations because
its leaders were as much a part of
the temple movement as the
VHP” said BJP sources.
" 'The sources also said Vajpay-
ee would convey to the
Sankaracharya that if the VHP
gives a commitment that it
wonld stop kar sevaks from con-
gregating in thousands at Ayod-
hya by March 15, as the leaders
had threatened, it would be
allowed to held a token puja at
Karsevakpuram.

Sources clofe to Vajpayee
said the governiment could even
consider lifting the curbs placed
on the movement of kar sevaks
to and from Avodhya.

The Centre is still keeping
its fingers crossed about March
15. Though VHP leaders were
thinking of courting arrest as
an “honourable face-saver”,
sources close to Vajpayee said
it would cause “needless ten-
sions and perhaps pave the
way for another bout of
confrontation”.

Dfficial sources said the law
ministry was still “examining”
the status of the various cate-
gories of 1and that come within
the Ayodhya site,

al 3 mont

Seer sounds
minority
board

FROM RASHEED K]DWAI

New Delhi, March 4: The Al}-
India Muslim Personal Law
Board has received feelers from
the Sankaracharva of Kanchi
for talks tomorrow to explore
the possibility of a negotiated
settlement of the Ayodhya dis-
pute.

Board sources said they
were willing to meet the seer,
“We are open to an exchange of
views. In a democratic polity,
the doors for dialogue should
never be shut,” a board repre-
sentative said. He, however,
added that a breakthrough was
unlikely at this juncture,

The talks are likely to he
held between the Sankaracha-
rya and Qasim Illyas Rasool,
who is a member of the board’s

- sub-committee on the dispute.

Board sources said they still
viewed a court verdict as the
most acceptable way of finding
asolution, “We are also keen on
a negotiated settlement but ouy
experience is that the VHP is
unwilling to ¢oncede an inch.

" When they say a masjid near

the temple, they mean it should
be panchkosi (5 km) away, Such

an offer is no offer ar all,” a/

board membey said,

<o




Shankaracharya plays third
pé?ty in Ayodhya temple talks

M Takes potshot at PM and at VHP, meets both, says efforts on for breakthrough

ANITA SALUJA
NEWDELHI, MARGH 4

ITH few sighs
of a brea
through in the
deadlock  be-

. tween the VHP and the Gov-
©ernment over its March 15

{

deadline, all eyes are now on
Kanchi Shankaracharva
Swami Javendra Saraswati

" who has stepped in to medi-
" ate. '

The Shankaracharya met
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee this evening after he

" met VHP chief Ashok Sing-

. hal,

senior  Vice-President
Girraj Kishore, and General-

. Secretary Praveen Togadiya.
_ He also met Ramjanmab-
* hoomi Nyas President Ma-
¢ hant Paramhans Ramchan-
* dra Das carlier in the day.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, the Shankaracharya
said efforts were on to tind an
*amicable solution to the
complex” probiem. And that
he could say something *defi-
nile”™ when “something con-
crete”™ emerges from his ef-

forts.

He said that if the undis-
puted land of 42 acres could
be handed over to the VHP, a
solution could be tound. He,
however, added: “It is for le-
gal experts to give their opin-
ion on what can be done with
i

The PM has made it clear
that his mandate is to main-
tain the status guo in Ayod-
hya. And therefore he can’t
allow the sants to bring the
“carved pillars™ to the undis-
puted site. Morcover, the

e i) -~ i -3 ——— = -~ H o
Mahant Paramhans with VHP top brass on Monday. Express

Y

Government is of the view
that any “concession” has to
stand legal scrutiny.

The Shankaracharya took
a pot-shot at the Prime Minis-
fer saying Vajpayee was aware
of everything and he could
find a solution but was “delib-
erately ignoring” the issue.
“Jo neend muain ho, unko
uthana mushkil hai, par jo jag
kar bhi so rahein ho, unko ja-
gaana aur bhi mushkil hai,” he
said. (It's difficult to wake
someone who is asleep but it's
extra difficult to wake some-

one up who's awake and
asleep at the same time. ")

He didn’t spare the VHP
either criticising them for
their inconsistent stand,
“Subah woh kuch bolte hain,
shaam ko kuch,” he said. (“In
the morning they say
somthing, in the evening,
something ¢lse).

But the VHP is banking on
the Shankaracharya who it
feels can convince Vajpayee to
transfer the undisputed land.

For their “fart, their pro- -

gramme of March 15 stands as
scheduled. In 1990, too, emis-
saries of the V P Singh Gav-
ernment had met the
Shankaracharya in connection
with the Ayodhya dispute.
Meanwhiie, VHP ieaders
once apain decfared today
that they would move the
carved pillars to the undis-
puted area of the land ac-
quired by the Centre. And
that if they were prevented
from doing so, they were
ready to court arrest.
Paramhans and Singhal
also said they would continue
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(Cdntinued from page 1)

the Army to Gujarat. Mr Adv i,
who visited riot-his areas, sdid
what took place in Gujarat was a
“kalank”. This can make only
terrorists happy, he said.

Mr George Fernandes et
Mr Modi tonight to discuss the
situation. Pakistan TV has been
banped but the ban on Star
News lifted. The news network
was suspended because they
mentioned “Hindus and Mus-
lims.” “They have promised 10
rectify this in future and hence
the suspension has been lifted,”
Mr Modi said. § - 84 gvi¥

In Rajasthan; a person was
stabbed as fresh violence erupted
in a town in the Sirohi disirict.

Curfew was imposed on three
police station areas of Aligarh in
UP following arson and violence,
adds SNS from Lucknow. Tension
gripped the town after a body was
recovered, officials said,

In Karnataka, two places of
worship were ransacked at Hosur
in Belgaum district last night.

Muslim leaders and scholars
demanded that Gujarat be
dectared disturbed area. They
asked the government 1o immed-
jately restore calm in the state,
“otherwise Muslim organisations
would stage a dhama at the
Prime Minister’s residencc.”/
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Got, “VHP look for face-saver

Y ven Qv

March 3. — The VHP today
appeared to be cracking up,
though it asserted that it would
go ahead with its temple con-
struction plan.

While the Centre is keen to
give the VHP a face-saver with-
oul violating the consensus at
the all party meeting, the major
concession has to come from the
latter, as it has to climb down
from its stand of performing pu-
ja at the site acquired by the
Centre in 1993,

The Centre is ready to lift the
ban on the 15 March kar seva,
promise expeditious legal opin-

/on on the acquired land’s status

-

and also urge the court to try the

-

case on a daily basis, [t, however,
wants the VHP to ensure that
the kar seva would be symbolic
and performed outside the 67-
acre land.

The understanding is that the
legal opimion wouldn’t come be-
fore 15 March.

The sants involved in the tem-
ple movement rushed to Delhi at
the RSS bidding and had a mar-
athon meeting at the RSS office
to find a face saving formula.
RSS leaders Mr HV Seshadri,
Mr Mohan Bhagwat and Mr Ma-
dan Das were present along with
the VHP working president, Mr
Ashok  Singhal, and the
Ramjanambhoomi Nyas presi-
dent, Mr Ramchander Das.

The RSS wants. the govern-
ment to meet the sants and urge
them to defer construction. This

wtll

.,

may not happen till Tuesday as
the Prime Minister and other
leaders would be busy with Mr
Balayogi's cremation. Mean-
while, the government said the
flow of kar sevaks to Ayodhya
bas stopped pulting further pres-
sure on the VHE.

On 27 January, Mr Ramcha-
nder Das had told the Prime Mi-
nister that he wouldn't meet Mr
Vaipayee again on the issue. The
problem the Centre may face is
to make him climb down on bis
stand without hurting his ego.

One way suggested by the gov-
ernment is to allow the sants to
meet Mr LK Advani, sources
said. Mr Singhal today said the
sants would meet the govern-
ment's representatives only if
they were invited honourabiy.
That they have come to the cap-

Fah W 4

ital ost 1b§ to attend tomor-
raw’s VHP meeting indicates th-
ey’re willihg 1o discuss the issue.

Signs that the VHP was get--
ting isolated was visible im-t§e .
call of the Union sports minister,
Miss Uma Bharati. She asserted
that the Ram temple should be
constructed through a national
consensus, on the lines of the
Somnath temple. The VHP
should defer its decision to start
construction though it could go
ahead with ifs religious pro-

‘grammes and yajna, she said.

Mr Singhal, however, didn’t
leave the hardline posturing
and assetted the VHP’s claim to
the undisputed site. He also dis- J
tributed copies of the memoran-
dum that the sants had sabmit-
1ed to the government on 27
January.




B GUJARAT CITIES CALM BUT VILLAGES TENSE m TOLL 434

‘State won’t be handed

over

GANDHINAGAR, March, 3. —
Mr LK Advani today ruled out
handing over Gujarat to the

Army while the communal
violence in the’ state showed
some signs of abatement.

“1 don't understand this; the
Army has another role to play
and it can be called only in
extreme. circumstances to help
the civil authorities,” Mr Advani
said at a press conference in
Ahmedabad.

The chief minister, Mr Naren-
dra Modi, said the violence was

- on the wane, Officials said cities
remained peaceful, but the
mayhem spread to more rural
arcas in Sabarkantha, Banas-
kantha and Panchmahal districts.

The death toll mounted to 434
as more bodies were recovered
from the debris of the charred
houses. The toll in Ahmedabad
itself is 213. Six peopie died in
violence at Deodhar village in
Banaskantha district overnight.
Two were killed in police firing
while four in meb violence,
police said. More than 10 trucks
were torched in Aslali village.

Violence erupted at Heral

village in Panchmahal district
and among the victims were five
women. Twenty-four people with
weapons were arrested in Arad
and Rajgadh villages.

to Arlﬁy

9l’

bridge.

Curfew was imposed on Meh-
sana after 29 people were burnt
to death in a village yesterday.
Forty towns and cities in 14

Godhra prime suspect arrested

GODHRA, March 3. — The prime suspect in the Godhra carnage
case, Mohammed Hussain Kolota, local Congress leader and pres-
ident of Godhra Municipality, and four others were today arres-
ted. -Kolota, convener of the city Congress minority cell, was
picked up from the house of one Igbal in Polan Bazar area during
a combing operation around 4 a.m., police said. Kolota, 45; has
heen evading arrest since the atiack on the Sabarmati Express.
Two municipal councillors have already been arrested and police
are looking for anmother two, Bilal Haji and Farookh Bhana

— PT1

In a sudden flare-up in Surat,

six people were killed. two of

them in police firing.

With no major incident rep-
orted from Ahmedabad in the
past 24 hours, police have deci-
ded 1o lift curfew in Kalupur,
Shahpur, Shaherkotda and Mad-
havpura areas and relax it in the
remaining areas from tomorrow.
However, the city witnessed
anxious moments when mob

threw stones at vehifles. A press
van was tked near Indira

districts have been brought under
curfew. Curfew was re-imposed
on Godhra after a person was

“stabbed during curfew relaxation,

A police officer said: “The
people’s response to the VHP’s
bandh call was so massive that it
became impossible to tackle the
situation with so few policemen.”

From the second day of the
riots, police were able to reach
remote areas, he said. Referring
to an incident near Gandhinagar
in which six people were killed

THE STATESMAR
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Advani

when a vehicle overturned, he
said: “We saved 400 people by
reaching the village in time. A
mob had gathered there to
create more mischief.”

Mr Advani did not agree with
reports that inaction on the part
of police led to riots during the
bandh. “Many people were
killed in police firing on the first
day itself.”

Regarding the attack on the
Sabarmati Express, Mr Advani
agreed with Mr Modi that the
incident “was premeditated and
a terrorist act”. He refused to
elaborate as the matter was
under judicial inquiry. He
suggested that the purview of
inquiry into the Godhra mayhem
could be extended to its its
fallout. The role of “foreign
hands™ would also be probed.
“The doubt is always there, the
needle of suspicion does point to
certain people,” Mr Advani said
when asked if “foreign hands™
were behind the attack.

The communal violence could
be subject to judicial inquiry, but
“I do not want the two to be
ilnked,” Mr Advani said.

He denied delay in sending

/ Turn te page 6=
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New Delhi, March 2

) e
TEMPERS RAN high on Friday as
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi and Defence Minister George
Fernandes were on a virtual colli-
sion course on adequate Army
deployment in riot-hit Gujarat,

It now appears that innocent
lives may have been saved if the
Gujarat administration had not
completely collapsed.

Infermation on the worst affect-
ed areas in and around Ahmed-
abad, such as Naroda and Bapuna-
gar, was not made available to the
Army and the police almost refused
to cooperate to restore order. Sub-
sequently, nine columns of the
Army could only bhe deployed
around noon and flag marches be-
gan only in the evening. Even after

oW Geogge averte
] | _

Narendra Modi

George Fernandes

the Army was deploved, reports say
that the killing continued unahated
till midnight with the administra-
tion not setting up any control
rooms to monitor the situation.
Sources say that Fernandes was
left with no choice but to wade in 1o
the mobs and try and restore order.

d abloodbath

Sources say that it was only after :

Fernandes lost his temper with
some officials that the police were
forced to act in the worst affected
pockets. Senior officials say that
Fernandes was vulnerable to any
kind of security threat since at cer-
tain points he was under threat
from the rioting mobs with no se-
curity at ali.

Fernandes was forced to take ac-
tion despite, not wanting to tres-
pass on the authority of the State
Government once it became clear
that Modi's Government was utter-
ly paralysed say officials.

Says a senior Home Ministry of-
ficial: “Modi's refusal to allow the
administration 1o take any action
is not in doubt anymore. Take the
case of the Defence Minister's per-
sonal safety, even there the district
administration failed.”
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“Fernandes di usses

™) By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, MARCH 1, The De-
fenke Minister George Fer-
nandes, who arrived in
violence-torn Ahmedabad late
on Thursday night, held de-
tailed discussions with the Guj-
arat Chief Minister, Narendra
Maodi, and later with the State
Cabinet this morning to finalise
the programmes of the army
flag march and deployment, if
necessary, in the affected areas,
' He also visited some of the af-
-} fected areas and talked to the
|| local people before returning to
| Delhi in the afternoon.
b Mr. Madi denied that the flag
riy march by the army was "de-
2| layed” and claimed that the ar-
my was on the streets “as soon
as’’ the route and other neces-
sary details were finalised with
"' Mr. Fernandes.
. While condemning the Megh-
i aninagar and Naroda incidents
and claiming that the perpetra-
"tors of the heinous crimes
would not be “spared,”” Mr. Mo-
di said the incidents were 'pro-
! voked” by the minorities. In
i1 Meghaninagar, a mob attacked
i the houses of minority commu-

R

»'situation wit

di

nity members after the former
Congress member of the Lok
Sabha, Ehsan Jafri, fired from
his private revolver injuring at
least three persons. Three more |
werte killed and 13 persons in-
jured in 92 rounds of firing by
the police to disperse a violent
mob. The Naroda incident was
sparked when a tempo driven
by a minority community mem-
ber deliberately crushed to
death one persont and injured
two others. Mr. Modi also
claimed that Mr. Jafri had
opened fire during previous
communal riots also.

Mr. Modi said the police had
so far fired 311 rounds and burst
over a 1,000 teargas shells in the |
affected areas and arrested over |
1,100 persons, more than half of
them in Ahmedabad alone. He,
however, could not say if any
VHP leader was among the ar-
rested. No specific complaint
against any VHP volunteer had
so far been received, he

claimed.

Mr. Modi has ed an ali-
party meeting orrow in an
effort to bging-peace to the riot-
torn Stgee.
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/Centre movés against VHP top brass

HT Correspondent

New Delhii. February 28

IN A hid to provent a repeat of
the Gujarat incidents in Uttar
Pradesh, alveady tense with the
presence ol over 20,000 Ram se-
werks in Avodhya. the Centre to-
dav issued frosh advisories to all
States to arrvest the lop-rung
VHP leaders.

There are indications that pre-
ventive arresty and detention of
some of the VHP leaders would
start from tomorrew, Tt is learnt
that at yesterday's meeting be-
tween Prime Ministor A B Vaj-
payves and VHE’s infernational
president Ashok Singhal, Home
Minister L. K Advani had made it
clear that if the VHP made any
attempt to start construction of
the Ram temple at Ayodhya on
March 15, the Centre would have
n option left but to arrest some

e koy leaders.
vas at this that Singhal, who
rejected Vijpayee's call to put off
the temple consiruction plans,
walked cut of the meeting in a

U huff. Smrrces said that ali State

Governments have been asked to
carry out preventive avvests and

~ detention of VHP leaders.

UP Chief Secretary M™Naresh-

war Daval told a private televi-

sion news channel that “if nec-

" essary, kar sewaeks who have al-
- ready congregated in Avoedhva

will be arrested”.
The Centre has despatched 11
companies of paramilitary
forces to Gujarat where commu-
nal clashes and violence contin-
ued since yesterday’s incident at
sodhra. An Intelligence report
received by the Home Ministry
has said the Sabarmati Express

u as torched by & renmec& mob in
a “planned and organised man-
ner”, The veport says that rwo
Congress  councillors  were
among some wha instigated the
maoh inte toreking the train.
Fearing a communa! spillover
in UP the Centre also despatched
68 companies of paramilitory
forces w Avodhya. This will be be-
sides the 168 companies adready
deployed around the disputed
site. While 20 of the 68 companies
reached Avodhya today, the rest
arein theprocess of taking up po-
sition. To check influx of Ram se-
waks and kar sewaks into Ayod.
hya, orders have been issued to
the Railway Board. They have
been asked to ensure “pre-desti-
nation termination” of trains to
Faizabad. All {rains reaching
Faizabad via Lucknow will be ter-
minated at Lucknow Likewise,
traing tor Faizabad via Allahahac
will stand terminated at Ak-
barpur and those via Allahabad
will not go bevond Sultanpur,

VHP to stick to schedule

The VHP on Thursday reject-
ed the Prime Minister's appeals
to postpone the temple construe-
tion, a PTI report said. VHP
leader Praveen Bhal Togadia
said the schedule was unchanged
and the fransport of carved
stones walld begin soon. He said
the temple construction pro-
gramme was decided by seers in
the couniry. The VHP was not
worried over the fate of any Gov-
ernment. “We would wait for the
Prime Minister to resolve the is-
sue by March 12. Otherwlisn, we
will go ahead with consiruc-
tion.”

Shiv Sena members shout anii-Muslim slogans in New Oelhion
Thursday following the Godhra massacre,

k™
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RSS chiet urges
Singhal to go slow

New Delhi, Februgry 28
R3S CHIEF K 8§ Sudarshan
tonight met VHP international
working president Ashok Sing-
hal as part of “mediatory ef
foris” to defuse the situation in
Avodhya and Gujarat.

The meeting at the Jhande-
walan headquarters of the RSS
followed a meeting between
Sangh leaders and Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpaves.

The VHP is determined to
move cayved pillars meant for a
Ram temple to the Ram Janamb-
hoomi site. The Government,
meanwhile, has asserted that
status quo should be maintained
in Avodhya. Hence the deadlock.

Union Human Reseurces Min-
ister Murli Manchar Joshi, BJP
MP Balagaheb Apte and some sen-
jor Government officials also met
Sudarshan before the meeting.

What transpired at the meet-
ing is not known buat it is be-
lieved that RSS leaders urged
Singhal to “soften” his hardline
approach in view of the prevail-
ing sitnation in the country,
squrces said..

After the mesting with the
Prime Minister, RSS joint gener-
al secretary Madan Das Devi,
who is also in charge of BJP aft
fairs, said: “Both sides will make
efforts to thrash out a solution,

ASHOK SINGHAL

We will speak to VHP leaders.
Vajpayee will also speak to them.
Our immediate efforts would be
to maintain law and order situa-
tion across the country™

The RSS delegarion that met
the PM included another joint
general secretary H V Seshadari,
The Govermiment was represent-
ed by Vaipayee and Home Minis-
ter I, K Advani, BJP president
Jana Krishnamurthi was also
present. The Primne Minister lat-
er held a meeting with Shahi
Imam of Jama Masjid Syed
Ahmed Bukhari.

UP Chief Minister Rajnath
Singh today held taiks with Ram
Janrmabhoomi Nyas leader Ram
Chandra Paramahans at his res.
idence. Both declined to say what
rranspired at the 45 minute
meeting. PTI
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HE VHP and the Centre appeared head-

ing for a showdown on ihe contentious

Ram temple jssue with Prime Minister Atal

ehari Vajpavee on Wednesday nrging the out-

it’s leaders to suspend their stir and resolve the

matier through court verdict and the former

rejecuing it and announcing the “muburat” for

beginning the construction process from March
15.

During a 30-minute meeting at his resi-
dence, Mr Vajpayee asked Sangh Parivar lead-
ers including R8s general secretary Madan Das
Devi and VHP working president Ashok Sing-
hal to resolve the issue through the courts and
suspend their ongoing agitational prugramime
at Ayodhya, the parishad’s senior vice -president
Acharya Giriraj Kishore said.

“We are determined to go ahead with the
plan to shift the carved pillars to the Ram
Janambhoomi site at 1415 hours on March 15,7

he said. The Prime Minister’s meeting with the
Sangh leaders came a day after the government

assured the opposition that the status quo would
be maintained at Ayodhya.

Earlier in the day, home minister L.K.
Advani warned that the Cenire would not hes-
itate to take action to maintain {aw and order
in the temple town even as the home ministry
directed rhe Urtar Pradesh government 1o take
strict measures to check the pouringin of "Ram
Sevaks” into Ayedhya.

“This is a threat and not an appeal. Advani
has forgotten his ‘rathyatra’ from Somnath to
Ayodhya. If he wants 1o behave like the home
minister and test us, then we will respond to
him as home minister,” an angry Mr Kishore
said. The Prime Minister  voiced sexlous con-
cern over the atiack on Sabarmati Express in
Gujarat and said the governmeni will take all
steps to ensure peace and commurnal harmony
in the country,

“Iappeal to VHP 1o stop their agitation and
help the government in maintenance of peace
and brotherhoed in the country,” he told
reporters here. -— PTJ

- FOR CONNOISSEURS OF THE IN

~ Atal, VHP on collision course
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“Centre runs into

HT Correspondent \ \
New Dellil, February 27

THE CENTRE'S efforts to make the
VHP postpone its temple agitation
made no headway even at a meeting
between Primne Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and the RSS-VHP leaders
here this evening.

At the meeting lasting over 30 min-
utes, both sides reaffirmed their
known positions — the PM citing the
prevailing tense situation to exhort
the Parishad’s Ashok Singhal to defer
the temple construction programme
and the latter secking transter of the
undisputed land for commencing
work for the proposed structure.

Singhal was accompanied at the
meeting by the RS8' deputy general-
secretary Madan Das Devi. From the

Government side. the PM was assist-
ed by Home Minister LK Advani, De-
fence Minister George Fernandes
and Law Minister Arun Jaitiey.
PMO sources said the discussions
were held at the request of the VHE
But Devi's presence at the meeting
was significant in the light of stern
warnings the PM and the Home
Minister had delivered to the
Parishad earlier during the day.
Vajpayee's statement on the side-
Hnes of a meeting with Afghan
leader Hamic Karzai came amid re-
ports of the attack on the Sabarmati
Express in Gujarat, Voicing serious
concern over the Godhra incident,
he assured the people that the Gov-
ernment will take all the necessary
steps to ensure peace and commu-
nal harmony across the country.

temple wall

Ay Guvin

owever, the PM's exhortations
had no impact on the VHP. which re-
jected his appeal saying that it had no
authority to postpone the temple con-
struction programine in Avodhya,
The disturbing developments in
Gujarat just a dav after an ail-party
meeting the PM had convened on
the Avodhya issue sent alarm bells
ringing in Delhi’s political and Gov-
ernment circles. The Home Ministry
sent out alerts to all States and
Union Territories to be vigilant
against outbreak of communal riots.
LK Advani spoke 1o Gujarar Chief
Minister Narendra Modi, directing
him to take action against the cul-

prits responsible for the killings of |

kar sevaks.
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senting the railway budget and the econ-
omy’s annual audit, the Economic Sur-
vey, on the same day in Parliament — both the
economy and raitway finances are hopelessly off-
track. As the Survey points out, and as we have ar-
gued consistently, the economy is poised at the
edge of disaster with investment levels today
much lower than they were even a decade ago,
and savings rates not much higher. This year’s
higher GDP number, as the Survey points out, is
on account of a sharp hike in farm growth but
that, in the absence of structural reforms, is hardly
sustainable — agticultural growth in India has
been following a cycle of one good year followed
by one bad, one indifferent. As for the railways,
the less said the better. For too long now, succes-
sive governments have run the raitways off track,
over-subsidising passengers and over-chargingon
freight rates— this cross-subsidy, the Survey tells
us, is a whopping Rs 4,000 crore. As a resuilt, the
railways have lost their share of the freight mar-
ket to roads (that is a macro-economic disaster
since railway carriage is much cheaper over long
distances). Worse, with even its reserves not
enough to bankroll this extravagance, the rail-
ways resorted to the familiar plov of cufting other
expenses. As committee after committee set up
accident after accident has made clear, the rail-
ways are spending too little on the maintenance
of tracks and signals and on modernisation, And
too much on new trains and new stations, usually
at the newest rail minister’s home town.
"To that extent, today’s offerings by railway min-
ister Nitish Kumar are welcome, though inade-
. -

THERE’S a certain symbolism about pre-

| |
Mixed signals -7

Nitish Kumar's Reforms Expressis offto a shaky start

quate, Raising p ng\'efﬁglﬁﬁshb;ﬂamund 8-10
per cent (to net Rs 910 crore) is certainly a good
measure and will help reduce the cross-subsidy of
passenger traffic by overcharging on freight — by
the way, the freight burden ultimately also hits the
common man as these charges get factored into |
the prices of dal and atta, Of course, Nitish Kumar
has muddied his record by carrying on with pop-
ulist sphurges of the kind associated with his pre-
decessor, Mamata Banetjee. Awhopping 25 new
trains have been anmounced apart from 16 special
inter-city super-fast shatabdis — Mamata an-
nounced only 24 last year — free meals are tobe
provided to children below the age of five on cer-
tain trains, special food plazas are to be set up, and
the railways are even to provide their own brand
of drinking water. And, ves, thanks to ‘rationalisa-
tion” of fares, freight rates are to go up further by an-
other Rs450 crore—thatis clearly not the way re-
formswere meant to go.

While it is atways foolish to speculate on
what all this means for the Union Budget (or |
whether, for instance, as the Survey recom- .
mends, interest rates will be cut), today’s devel-
opments do offer some pointers. After the de-
bacle in Uttar Pradesh particularly, several felt
the NDA government would lose its stomach
for reforms — not that, mind you, the assembly
losses had anything to do with reforms. Nitish
Kumar’s mixed record today confirms this pos-
sibility — there will be moves to get reforms
back on track, but they are unlikely to be very
bold ones. So now on to the next destination —

Yashwant Sinha’s Budget. Here's heping that he-
will try harder to get things bgelon track. /
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{ﬁ)vt vows statu

quo at t Ayo dhya

\eu' Dethi, February 26 “f’

THE GOVERNMENT tonight as-
sured the nation thart it would
not allow a repeat of 1992 but
maintain status quo at the dis-
puted and acquired site in Avod-
hya.

The Centre's statement came
thisevening at an all-party meet-
ing after the Opposition forced

adjiournments in both Houses of

Parliament over the Vishwa Hin-
du Parishad’'s threat to begin
temple construction from March
15.

Under attack from Opposition
leaders that the Government
was not taking adeguate steps
even as thousands of VHP ac-
tivists keep pouring into Ayod-
hva, Home Minister L K Advani
assured the meeting that it is the
primary responsibility of the
Government to maintain status
quo at the disputed and acquired
site and it was determined to ful-
fil it.

Reacting almeost immediately,
a defiant VHP said it would go
ahead with its plans and that its
workers were ready to face bul-
lets or go to jail.

Advani told the meeting in
Parliament House that “we are
aware of what happened in 1992
{when the Babri Masjid was de-
molished) and we assure you
thatl we will not allow 1992 to be
repeated. We will not allow any-
thing which will make us repent
at a later stage.”

The Opposition, however, was
not convinced with the assur-
ance.  Expressing  disappoint-

tus

AP

Ram sewaks shout slogans dernanding the reconstruction of the Ram
temple at the disputed site in Ayadhya.

ment, Opposition leaders said
the Government should come
out clearly on what steps they
were taking right now to stop the
gathering of VHP activists in
Avodhya. The ail-party meeting
was called vesterday by the
Prime Minister after leader of
the Opposition Sonia Gandhi
wrote to him asking for one.

In Ayodhya today, security
was fightened, especially around
the disputed site and near the
makeshift Ram temple complex.

VHP defiant: The VHP tonight
said it was determined to go
ahead with the construction of

the Ram temple in Avedhya from
March 15 "at all costs™ notwith-
standing the Government'’s re-
solve o maintain status quo at
the disputed site and not allow a
repeat of 1992, “We will go ahead
with the process of construction
from March 13 as announced
carlier. We are ready to face bul-
lets or go to jail,” VHP senior
vice-president Acharya Giriraj
Kishore said. He said the Prime
Minister's calling of the all-pur-
w mecting and the assurance
the Government gave the Oppo-
sition were attempts at being
“popular”.

PTI




\:‘&

L

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 26

RATLWAY PASSENGERS can
expect a 10 to 15 per cent fare
hike, that has been proposed in
the Railway Budget for 2002-2003
by Railway Minister Nitish Ku-
mar on Tuesday.

The proposed ftare hikes,
which will mainly hit Second
Class Sleeper and AC Chair Car
categories, are expected to yieid
an additional income of Rs 910
crore. However, there will be no
change in Rajdhani and Shatah-
di Express fares.

The Rail Budget has also pro-
posed a maodification in the
freight rate structure, reducing
the number of categories from
39 to 32 to generate an addition-
al income of Rs 450 crore. The
proposed rationalisation was
deemed necessary because (he
freight rate for the highest class
of commodities is eight times
that of the lowest class. Now
the highest vates will be 3.3
times the lowest rates.

Kumar said the hikes were
necessary to ensure that the Rail-
ways are financially viable. Pas-
senger fares had not been raised
in the last two Raiiway Budgnts.

The budget talks about intro-
ducing 16 Jan Shatabd: Express
trains with mainly non-AC Sec-
ond Class Chair Car coaches.
Costs for facilities like catering
will be factored into the fares,
which will be in the same range
as those in existing Shatabdi
trains, Twenty-tive other express
trains will also be introduced.

Demonstrating the Railways'
will to follow financially sound
principles, the budget proposes
paying the Centre the complete
dividend liability to the tune of
Rs 2,696 crore i 2002-2003. The
Railways deferred paying large
sums under this head during
the current and last fiscal years.

The Railways' annual plan for
2002-2003 has been kept at Rs
12,330 crore including Rs 2,210
crore to be drawn from the Spe-
cial Railway Safety Fund for
new projects. The central budg-
etary grant component is Rs
3,840 crore as against Rs 5,738
crore last year,

The Railways' earnings dur-
ing 2001-2002 has been estimated
at Rs 11,400 crore from passen-
gers and Rs 24,610 crore from
freight traffic.

Computer-based ticketing
The Railways will soon devel-

1tish ch
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Railway Minister Nitish Kumar and his deputy, Digvijay Singh,

op a computer-based licketing
system under which passengers
will be able to buy unreserved
tickets even from locations oth-
er than the boarding station.
Anncuncing this, the Railway
Minister said the system will be
able to issue monthly and quar-
terly season tickets as well.

A pilot project for this pur-
pose is scheduled to be launched
during 2002-05 in connection
with the 150th vear of the Indi-
an Railways.

ugs off p

RPF personnel for security
Concerned over terrorist at-
tacks, the Government is con-
sidering a proposal for amend-
ing relevant Acts to utilise the
services of Railway Protection
Force (RPF) personnel in pro-
viding security to passengers
on running trains and stations.
Announcing this in his Bud-
get speech, Nitish Kumar said
the RPF Act and the Railway
Act would be amended to help
maintain better liaison and co-
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entering Parliament to present the Budget.

nrdination with state police au-
thorities. This eoordination was
required since law and order
and control of crime in railway
premises was the responsibility
of the State, he said.

Stating that the railway track
was a “visible symbol” of the
Government across the country,
Kumar said being a Stute-owned
asset it became a ready target
for terrorists.

Related report on Page 6
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| Only crumbs for

“developed’ Bengal

l HT Correspondent
| Kolkata, February 26

NITISH KUMAR'S Railway
Budget hasn't gane down well
with zonal railway officials sta-
tioned in the city. Paying the
price for being “one of the
movre developed States” in the
country, West Bengal has little
to luok forward to in the Rail-
way Budget tabled today Two
new Jana Shatabdi trains he-
tween Howrah and Bhuba-
neswar and Howrah and Malda
Town and one bi-weekly New
Delhi-Howrah Express is all
that Bengal has got nut of the
anhual exercise.

There is a catch, though, Asa
senior Eastern Railway official
put it: “For practical purposes
only two new Jan Shatabdi Ex-
pbress irains have heen ear-
marked for Bengal. The pro-
posed bi-weekly Howrah-New
Delhi Expross is actually the
231 Up/232 Dn Howrah-New
DelhiSpecial train that is being
| run by ER. The Minister has re.
moved the ‘special’ tag and
made it a regular train.”

Further, the authorities at
the Metro Rail Bhawan are “to-
tally confused”. Having asked
for unallocation of Rs 150 crore
compaled to the sanctioned Rg
115 crore last year, Metro Rail
has been allocated 1 mere Rs 51
crore. Former Railway Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee too took
strong exception to this “dras-
tic cut” in allocation for Ben-
gal’s prestigious project.

“The minister has bumped
Uup passenger fares for the sec-
ond class between nine and 13
per cent. We are confused. In
the absence of any mention of
Metroin the budget, we are at a
1uss to understand the implica-
tions. We are vet to receive a
formal statement, bt going by
what has been suggested it we

are forced to increase Metro
fares, it is going to boomerang
on us,” observed Prabir K
Chatterjee, chief operating
manager,  Metro  Railway

What's more, the budgetary al-
location would put a question
mark ona the future of the on-
going extension work of the
Tollygunj-Garia section.

Kumar has made no concrete
announcement on the Circular
Railway project, though East-
ern Railway sources said that
electrification of the Princep
Ghat-Majerhat section would
be completed as per its earlier
deadline of 2003. Mareover, lay-
ing of new tracks on the 28-km
strefch between Bajkul and
Contai of the Digha-Tamluk
section would be completed by
June. The Eklakhi-Balurghat
section of ER too would be com-
pleted this year though no time
frame has been set for that,

Commenting on Bengal's
predicament, a senior South
Eastern Railway official said,
“It seems Bengal is paying for
being oune of the advanced
states. Kumar in his Budget
speech has said that new proj-
ects for respective States have
been earmarked after taking
into consideration the area of
the State, population and the
hackwardness with weightage
of 15, 15 and 70 per cent respec-
tively. Bengal has emerged a
major loser en the last ground
where states like Bihar and Up
have marched ahead.”

Making no mention of the
gauge conversion of the 90-ki
Bankura-Damodur River Raijl.
way Project and the 715 km
Howarh-Amta section, Nitish
Kumar has similarly not sane-
tioned any further amount for
the Phase 11 construction of
Shalimar with the aim of con.
verting it to passenger termi.
nal. “No funds have been allp-
cated for the Bankura-
Damodar and Bargachia-Cha.
mpadanga section of Howarh-
Amtia Broad Guage line, Shali
mar too has escaped the minis-
ter's atlention and the comple- ’

tion of these projects is in ques-
tion,” the SER official said,
See also reparts on Page 3
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*Ayodhya' ‘Gowt. duty bound
to mamtam status quo

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25. Using the
President’s conventional ad-
dreys to the two Houses of Par-
liament at the start of the
budget session, the Vajpayee
Government today sent out a
strong message to the Vishwa
Hindun Parishad that it would
not be allowed to take liberties
with the jaw in Ayodhva next
IRIVIVIINE

“The Government of India,
being the statutory receiver, is
duty-bound to maintain the sta-
s guo at the disputed site in
Avodhya,” said the President,
K.R, Narayanan. He also reiter-
ated the Government's position
that the Ayodhya dispute could
“be resolved, either through
mutual agreement among all
the parties concemed, or
through a verdict of the judici-
ary.

On behalf of the Govemment,
the President also undertook to
“ensure that all necessary mea.
stres will be taken to ensure the
preservation of law and order.”
This formulation is a significant

statementt, coming, as it did,
within 24 hours of the elections
resuits in Uttar Pradesh where
the ruling BIP has received a

movement” leaders ascribing
the defeat 1o the party develop-
ing political cold feet over the

Ram mandir issue.
Apart from this indirect warn-

comprehensive rebuff and in
the context of the “mandir

AII -party meet today

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25, The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, has
called an all-party meeting tomorrow to discuss the Ayodhya
developmenis, with the Vishwa Hindu Parishad threatening to
start the Ram temple construction on March 15,

Only three days ago, the Leader of the Opposition, Sonia Gand-
hi, had written to Mr. Vajpayee demanding such a meeting to
“consolidate the opinions of all sane elements.” The meeling
would be used to build a view that nothing should be done to
disturb the court-ordered status quo in Ayodhya. The nou-BiP
polirical parties are in an upbeat mood after the Assembly polls
and they can be expected to put pressure on the Prime Minister to
deal firmly with the VHP threats.

Among the Opposition leaders who have been invited to attend
the meeting inctude Ms. Gandhi, the Samajwadi Party president,
Mulayarmn Singh Yadav, the Bahujan Samaj Party leader, May-
awati, the CPI{(M) leader, Somnath Chatterjee, and the Rashiriya
Janata Dal parliamentary leader, Raghuvansh Prasad Singh.

The President, K.R. Narayanan, the Prime Minister,
A.B. Vajpayee, and the Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Pramod Mahajan, coming to Parflament for the
budget session on Monday. — FTi

ing on the mandir issue, the
President's address had a lack-
lustre tone to it, and reflects the
Government's current urnin-
spired mood. The President de-
voted considerable space to the
familiar formulations on Pakis-
tan’s culpability in the cross-
border terrorism,

Taking note of the December
13 assault on Parliament, which
was described ag “an audacious
challenge Yo our sovereignly”,
the address accused the ruling
establishment in Pakistan of in-
spiring this attack, “The investi-
gation into this conspiracy has
clearly revealed the hand of ter-
rorist organisations, which have
for long operated from Pakista-
ni soil with the support of the
ruling establishment of that
country,” he said and asserted
that a commanality of "ideal-

ogy, inspiration, resources and | _

logistics” could be found be-
tween the perpetrators of the
September 11 and December 13

terrorist attacks., /
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“Remarks on Mushims
blown out of context’

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 21

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari
Vajpavee today came out with a
lengthy rejoinder to the Opposi-
tion’s condemnation of his re-
ported statement at a Varanasi
public meeting that the BJP
could win the UP Assembly elec-
tions even without the support of
the Muslims.

Stating that many critics of
the BJP have long excelled in
painting scary scenarios for
Muslims in the event of a BJP-
led Government coming to pow-
er, the PM said he had only re-
ferred in his speech to the ap-
peals made by political parties to
Muslims to defeat his party. Vaj-
payee argued he had told them
why they should not do it and
that the BJP wanted Muslim
support.

The PM said,”"By¥ no means
does my statement indicate that
the BJP does not need the sup-
port of Muslims. On the con-
trary, in one rally after another. |
have stated that we would very
much like them to suppert us on
the basis of our performance
and promise,”

Quoting from the relevant text
of his speech, Vajpayvee said it
was astounding that “those Op-
position leaders who are criticis-
ing me have done so even with-
out verifying my complete state-
ment. Moreover, it is not that
they do not know me. Never in
my long life in politics have I
played the communal card to
win elections”.

The Prime Minister clarified
what he said at the Varanasi ral-
v was this: "Many parties are
telling our Muskim brothers that

9, vy G ur

%.

-Retated report on Page 6
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ATAL BHHARI VAJPAYEE

they should defeat the BJE Why?
What has the BJP done? Our
Government has been there at
the Centre and in the State.
There has been no discrimina-
tion, there is no insecurity — we
have treated all sections equally..

“To urge our Muslim brothers
to vote in such a way as-to the de-
feat the BJP connotes a very
wrong way of thinking. For one
thing. the BJP is going to win
even if they vote against the par-
tv. But, my question is: Why
should they vote against us? The
way we have governed the coun-
try for the past two-and-half
years is a testimony to the truth
that we do not discriminate on
the basis of religion.”

Vajpayee said the “shyill propa-
ganda that the BJP is anti-Mus-
lim has indeed has some influ-
ence on Muslim voters in the past.
But the situation is changing.
Muslims in India have seen that
the BJP has been growing from
strength to strength despite our
critics’ barrage of lies about us.”
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Mr Atfal Behari Vajpayee
in Lucknow. — PTI
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, Feb. 16. —
The Prime Minister today
admitted that his efforts for
a solution to the Ayodhya
dispute had failed because

of the “rigid” stand of the ri-

val parties and said the
matter could be settled only

/ .

in court now. His response
was Caesarean when re-
minded of the VHP's threat
that it would start Ram
temple’s construction on 15
March (Ides of March): “Let
the deadline come”.

{The VHP expressed sur-
prise over the comments.
“I've no knowledge where
and how the talks have
failed,” said the organisa-
tion’s president, Mr Ashok
Singhal, PTI adds).

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Raj Bhavan, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee said he did-
n't “feel bad” over the VHP’s
threat and there was no
need to ban the organisation. °

Worship of the stones to
be used in the temple’s
construction would begin in
Ayodhya tomorrow, said
Mahant Paramhans Ram-
chandra Das, chairman of
Ram Janambhoomi Trust, |
UNI adds. ‘
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Cabinet gives 1 reforms a big push

IBP, VSNL
stakes sold;
sugar, drugs
decontrolled

HT Correspondent

New Detm Febmor} 5
DAYS BEFORE Budget 2002. the
government on Tuesday tock
major steps to keep the second
generation of reforms rolling,
with a slew of decisions de-
signed io provide an impetus to
the privatisation process and
improve the investment climate.

In its last meeting before Feb-
ruary 28, decisions taken hy the
Cabinet Committee on Econom-
ic Affairs (CCEA) pointed to a
greater push for reforms in the
budget.

On the disinvestinent frong,
the Cabinet Committee an Disin-
vestment (CCD) approved the
sale of government equity in
IBP and Videsh Sanchar Nigam
Ltd (VSNL) to indian Oil Corpo-
vation and the Tatas respectively.
While these big-ticket sales will
help reduce the fiscal deficit, the
government remains nearly Rs
5,000 crore short of its disinvest-
ment target for this fiscal.

Put together, the Government
got nearly Rs 2,592.68 crore from
these two deals. It also decided
to sell four hotels - the Qutab
and Lodhi in Delhi, Centaur in
Mumbai and the Laxmi Vilas
Palace in Udaipur -- for just over
Rs 202 crore.

At the same time, the Govern-
ment also decided to put twao
more oil majors -~ Hindustan

Petroleum Corporation L.id and
Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd - on the block during the
coming financial year.

The Government also decided

ain

»

DECISIONS AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS

o

VSNL's Mumbai headquarters: the
Tatas now have controlling stake.

to fully decontrol sugar [rom
April 1, 2002, lifting curbs on the
divect sale of sugar by produc-
ers in the open market.
Another decision taken on
Tuesday's CCEA meeting re-

moeves

\ DISINVESTMENT

" DECISION: Big ticket PSUs sold. 10C gets
, ﬁl IBP for Rs 1153 cr, Tatas bag VSNL for Rs

L * 439

IMPLICATION: Investment climate improves, move

reduces fiscal deficit; PSU scrips on fire

[ 7 | SUGAR DECONTROL

| DECISION: Starting April 2002 millers can
\ _ sell their entire produce in the open market,
they don't need to sell to the government

{MPLICATION: Millers get hetter prices, but they don't
contribute to the PRS. Ration card holders, however, will
continue to get their sugar at POS rates

LIBERALISED MOVEMENT OF ESSENTIALS

DEC!SION: Restrictions on inter-state

movement of foodgrains, edible ails and tex-

_ tiles scrapped. Producer can sell wherever
“&= t he gets the hest price

IMPLICATION: Feodgrain traders, medium
and large farmhalders win. if there's a glut in Punjab and a
scarcity in Orissa, a Pynjab producer can sell in Orissa
without hassles

PHARMA POLICY

} ﬂ.["i‘- sz | DECISION: Price controls reduced across
‘ VA I@J the hoard, Price contrels will henceforth
75 anply to 25% of drugs, as opposed to 40%

now

IMPLICATION: Don't worry. Drugs aren’t likely to become
dearer, market forces will ensure that

12 items from the availability of essential drugs,

purview of the Essential Com-
modities Act that currently cov-
ers 29 items, The Cabinet also
approved a pharmaceutical pol-
icy that is expected to ensure

*IE HINDUSTAN Tie:

provide a stimulus to research
and development and attract
more investments for the sector.

Related repun‘s on Page l2 -

But Govt jobs safe
despite VRS noises

Jay Raina
\01.5 Dethi. February o

EXPERTS IN the govermieht
aren't enthusiastic about the new
voluntary retirement schome
(VIRS) anncounced on Tuesday
They are pessimistic on two
counts. First, that no sertous
spadework has been done to iden-
tify the deadwood. And second,
given the recessionary climate,
few employces will go for the
scheme,

The new scheme for employees
seen a8 surpius to the central gov-
ernment's reguirements offers
them an ex gratia payment of 33
days' basic pay and dearness al-
lowance for every year of service,
with & 33-vear cap.

The pavment could also be sub-
ject to a minimum limit of Rs
25,000 or 250 days' pay calculated
on the basis of the salary drawn
at the time an empioyee opts to
take voluntary retirement.

Sources said that the repack-
aged VRS could eventually turn
out to be a statistical camouiflage.

Without actually cutting bureau-.

cratic flab, the government could
merely pul out figures showing a
decrease in manpower.

For instance. the privatisation
of the telecom sector, fredze on
fresh recruitments and the flight
of doctors and nurses might be
showcased as a major trimming
achievement.

This could enable the govern-
ment to ¢laim a reduced work-
force of 33 lakh, against the sanc
tioned strength of 42 lakh as of
December 31, 2001

Rut in aciual terms, the down-
sizing would be resfricted to un-

o filled vaeseies and the retive-

VRS FOR GOVT STAFF

DECISION: Surplus govern-
ment employees to be given
- galden hand-

e
SN

: w4 shake, but hot
- g if they are
defence ot railway persanncl

IMPLICATION: Mot much. Ne
clear roadmap as to how this
will be achieved. No figures
as to how many people are
affected. There's alsono
retrenchment clause in case
an employee refuses VRS

ment of 3-4 lakh emplovees be-
sides the reduction' of four takh
telecom employees due to privati-
sation.

Moregver, the only new ele-
ment in the VRS package, experts
painted out, is the promised in-
come tax rehate on a part of the
ex-gratia payment. Bul the actual
size of this concession is yet1o he
worked out.

Some experts say that fora bet
ter response. the scheme would
need to be made more attractive
bv including the HRA and the
city compensatory allowance to
the aggregate ex-gratia payinent.

The Centre will identify sur-
plus staff, minus the raitways and
defence services, on the hasis ot
the recommoendations of  ihe
Geethakrishnan committer and
the 5th Pay Commissinn Repovt.

The Geethakrishnan comniir
tee had proposed the downsizing
of the burcaucracy by cithrr
shutting departments or drash
cally reducing their strength. |
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Centre \e}zplores ways to hand
over Ié\nd for Ram temple™*"

By Smita Gupta \(
Times News Network

NEW DELHI: The BIP leadership
in the government is keen to find a
way to hand over the so-called
undisputed 67 acres surrounding
the ‘disputed site’ in Ayadhya to
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP), authoritative sources say.
The reference the Prime Minister
made recently to law minister
Arun Jaitley was not an effort to
buy time, but a serfous move 1o
push for a solution, they point out.

Simultaneously, defence minis-
ter and National Democratic

Alliance (NDA) convenor George

Fernandes has been asked to con-
vince the BJP’s alliance partners 1o
agree 1o the handing over of the 67
acres to the VHP, NDA sources
said. But he has been asked to do
so only after Mr Jaitley gives his
apinion. VHP chief Ashok Singhal
has been meeting various NDA
leaders to persuade them to accept
the VHP view.

So, even as the BJP has offictaily
announced that the Ram temple is
not on its agenda till 2004 and the
Prime Minister has seemingly
adopted a tough and uncompro-
mising line with the VHP lead-
ers—going so far as to offer his res-
ignation to the obdurate sants-—
the government is exploring ways
of handing over land for the tem-
ple construction, A minister sought
to justify this by saying that till the
Ayodhya issue was resolved, the
BJP could not get on with the
“business of modernising India”.

It is now learnt that the govern-
ment is working out the timing of
the law ministry’s opinion—
whether to receive it before
Februaty 14, the first day of the
Uttar Pradesh polls. or immediate-
ly after judging that day’s poll
returns, or before March 12, the
date after which the VHP says it
will start temple work.

One view in the BJP is that the

the party any votes. But another
section, going by unfavourable
intelligence reports on the party’s
projected performance and the
fact that the battle against terror-
ism will not have the desired
results, feels the temple issue may
do the trick.

The courts are alse likely to be
advised to expedite hearings on
the cases related to the Avodhva
issue. Rashiriya Swavamsevak
Sangh sources said that a positive
legal opinion on the 67 acres
would help influence the courts.
Babri Masjid Action Committee
leaders, however, said that the
court had ruled that till such time
as the title suit was decided, the
Centre could not hand over the
surrounding land. The logic is that
once construction on the 67 acres
begins, it is immaterial which way
the verdict on the title suit goes
since the disputed area will be
made out of bounds fﬂ/a.a'( “kind
of construction.

Ram temple issue will not secure

THE TIMES OF INDiA
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By K. ﬁalchand

PATNA, FEE. 3. Th‘? Prime Minis-

ter, Atal Behari Vajpavee, today
said the ssue of Teturn of Pakis-
tan occupied Kashmir(PoK)
would top the agenda of any
talks with Islamabad, but it
would not be a precondition for
ratks,

Talking to mediapersons after
inaugurating three railway pro
fects here, he ruled gur the pos-
sibility of treating the Line of
Control as the International
Border emphasising that he
would never compromise on
the LoC.

The Prime Minister, however,
said he was ready for talks with
Pakistan provided it immedi-
ately gave up sponsoring terror-
ist and subversive activities in
India, like the one in Hazari-
bagh where the American cen-
ter was attacked.

He said India wanted good re-
lations with all its neighbours as
strained relations affected the
people on either side of the bor-
der. ‘We are not at war with the
people of Pakistan. It is the ar-
my which is ruling. But friend-
ship cannot be one-sided.”

To a question whether the
United States was tilting to-
wards Pakistan, he said both
New Delhi and Washington
were well aware of cach ather's

“UNDECLARED EMERGENCY-L

disposition and Pakistan would
not come between them.

He described as “‘ridiculous,
baseless and fantastic’” the ac-
cusations of Pakistan regarding
the Union Home Minister, L.K.
Advani, and the alleged involve-
ment of Indian officials in the
kidnapping of the 11.S. journal-
ist, Danjel Pearl in Pakistan.

Mr. Vajpavee said the Gov-
ernment was actively consider-
ing bringing an amendment to
give scheduled caste status to
the most backward among
Muslims,

The Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the construction work on
the Rs. 643 crore railway bridge
over the Ganga connecting Pat-
na with Sonepur. launched the
commissioning of the Patna-
Mughalsarai electrified route by
flagging off a model rail engine
called mainline electric multi-
ple unit and also laid the foun-
dation stone for electrification
of the Patna-Gaya section — all
with the touch of a burton
through muiti-paint teleconfe-
rencing from Gandhi Maidan.

‘Desist from raising
security-related issues’

FTI reports:

Addressing a public meeting
here, the Prime Minister asked
the Opposition parties to desist
from raking up contentious se-
curity-related issues as the In-

do-Pakistan border stand-off
had triggered an “undeclared
emergency-like gituzation’'.
“Emergency situations demand
emergency measures.....\We
cannot continue to haggle infi-
nitely over the prices of military
equipment when the country's
sovereignty is at stake,” he said
in an apparent reference to the
recent controversy over the pur-
chase of coffing for Kargil mar-
tyrs.

Referring to the Pakistan
President Pervez Musharrafs
handshake with him at the
SAARC summit, he said no
shaking of hands could end the
chill in the two countries’ ties
“‘unless our hearts meet”.

“1 told General Musharraf af-
ter the famous handshake
in Kathmandu that we have

shaken hands many times in the-

past but what purpose can they
serve unless our hearts meet
too?”

On the Urtar Pradesh As-
sembly polls, he said Ayodhya
was not an issue in the elections
and no party should make it a
poll plank. He favoured a settle-
ment of the Ayodhya dispute
through murtual agreement be-
tween the two groups or
through a court verdict.

On whether the U.P. poll re-
sults would have an impact on
national politics, he said the re-
sults would “have an impact

IKE SITUATION ON BORDER’

e)(ill never compromise
"y on LoC: Vajpayee

o

- v 4

nei only on natipnal but inter- !

national politics also’.
Special package for Bihar

The Prime Minister rejected

\
i
{

the Bihar Chief Minister, Rabri

Devi's demand for according
special status to the State, but
assured that the Centre would
provide a special financial pack-
age to Bihar to cope with the
revenue losses due to its bifur-
cation for the creation of Jhark-
hand State.

He also refuted the Chief
Minister's allegation that  the
Centre  was  discriminating
against Bihar and suggested
that the State utilise Centrgl
funds properly.

Earlier, Mr. Vajpayee arrived
bere on a five-hour visit amid
unprecedented security in view
of the threat perception. He was
accumpanied by the Union
Ministers George Fernandes,
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain, C.P.
Thakur, Vijay Kumar Goel, Rav-
ishanker Prasad and Rajiv Pra-
tap Rudi.

He was received at the airport
by the Bihar Governor V.C.
Pande, the Chief Minister, Rabri
Devi, and the Railwav Minister
Nitish Kumar, among others.

After completing his engage-
ments in the city, the Prime
Minister left for New Delhi.
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By Harish khare

NEW DELHL. FEB. 1. Prabhat Kumar rpsigned
late last night as the Governor of Thagrkhand
hut not before coming pretty close to defy-
ing the Prime Minister’s authority. Mr. Ku-
mar had been left in doubt thal the Centre
wanied him out; but he probably calculated
that Atatl Behari Vajpayee could be pushed
just a hit. A Governor commands no (politi-
call armies and is hardly in a position to
stand up 1o a Prime Minister.

However, the challenge to the Prime
Minister's authority is not over. Two very
active sources of irritation and inconve-
nicnce — the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
the NDA crowd in Bihar — are at work, In
both cases Mr. Vajpayee now finds himself
pushed to the wall by those who are/were
his ideological friends, and with whom he
broke or continues to break political bread.

‘The challenge from the VHP crowd is to
the constitutional order over which Mr. Vaj-
payee presides. The VHP crowd cannot be
treated as different than any other group of
trouble-makers, and have to face the wrath
of the law of the land.

Mr. Vajpayee has to ensure that the VHP
does feel encouraged to exploit the presum-
ed differences in perceptions between the
Narth Block and the South Block, The VHP
is threatening a confrontation, perhaps
having made the calculation that the Bjp
hard-core leadership would not like to an-
noy the “Hindu samaj” on the eve of the

- »9Vajpayee’s Prime Ministerial
authority being tested

II.P. elections. The Prime Minister and his
aides have been aware of the need to deal
firmly with this crowd even before Mr. Sing-
hal and Company created the most recent
rumpus. Even referring the “issue” to the
Law Minister is seen as appeasing the sants,
taking a leaf out of Mr. Narashima Rao’'s
book on buying time. The mistake has been
realised.

Having conceded a bit of legitimacy to
their presswe tactics by agreeing to meet
the VHP leaders, Mr. Vajpayee had to enlist
the BJP president's help in telliing the
“sants” not to cross the “‘lakshman rekha™.

Mr. Vajpayee does not have the luxury to

NEWS ANALYSIS

be seen as a Prime Minister who can be
pushed around. Nor can he aliow an im-
pression to gain that while India is all too
willing to denounce religious extremism in
Pakistan, its political authority is so weak
and enfeebled that it can not withstand the
pressure from a religious cabal.

The second challenge to the Prime Minis-
ter's authority comes from the NDA siblings
in Bihar, who are demanding that the Laloo
Prasad-baiter, U.N. Biswas, who retired
vesterday, finally, as the Joint-Director of
the Central Bureau of Investigation be ap-
pointed a Governor.

Indeed, Mr. Biswas has been the Vaj-
payee Government's bug bear. The first

“most self-destructive” decision 1. K. Adva-
ni as the Union Home Minister had taken in
1998 was not to proceed against Mr. Biswas,
as recommended by the Dora Inquiry. Mr.
Biswas was found guilty of overstepping his
authority in surmnmoning the Army to arrest
Laloo Prasad Yadav in 1997. That single de-
cision had put the bureaucracy’s collective
back up against the political leadetship.

If Mr. Biswas is now accommodated in
some Raj Bhavan, it would lend credence to
the CBI's critics that the investigations in
India are politically motivated. This, for ex-
ample, is preciselv the plea taken by the
ltalian businessman, Ottavio (Quattrocchi
in a Malaysian court, who is resisting extra-
dition.

More than the possible advantage that
may accrue o an accused, it Mr. Biswas is
rewarded it would complete the process of
politicisation of the [ndian Police Service,
The lesson would be that those otficers who
chaose to hecome hatchet man of this or
that political crowd, get promoted, secure
extensions, and are given post-rerirement
protection and accommodation. This is the
crux of the politicisation of bureaucracy
and runs contrary to the promise of sunt-raj

The Prime Minister has to stand up tor
Constitutional proprieties and political
norms. The Biswas case would be a fit test
whether Mr. Vajpayee can resist blackmail
ing from his own political friends. ‘

U P
P TS SO T
L e . — J“.
[ [ B

2 PR 28
-‘ -




i

'PM rejects VHP call |

|
|

to hand over land

-
)Z(W\ By Smita Gupta 14" |
Times News Network
NEW DELHL The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VIIP) appeared ta be in the mood tor a
confrontahion with the government after
Prime Minister AL B. Vajpavee, along with
home minister LK. Advani and defence
minister George Fernandes, made it clear on
sunday that the Centre would not hand
over the land around the sancthun sancto-
rum of the dispoted temple in Avodhya until
the Ramjanmmabhoomy 1ssue was resolved,
preferably through a national consensus. Mr
Vapavee made his stand 38 '
clear Jduring a threc-hour
meeting with VHP lead-
Crs.
According o sources. |
Mr Vajpayec, strossing b
that he had never prom-
ised o find a solution
hefore March 12, claimed
to have only said that |
there should be a negot-
aied seitlement in which
sanfs would have 1o be
wvolved. He reportediy
told the VHP leaders that
any ~olution 1o the issuc
would have to he within
the framework of ihe
Constitution and  should
respoet the role of law. the
NDA manifesto and the
court verdicl,
Although the

4

Prime

Minister said he would Sadhus express their support for
the construction of a Ram temple
at Ayodhya during 1 VHP rally in
New Delhi on Sunday,.

ask the law munistry o
examine “the legal and
constitutional aspects” of
handing over the land, he made it clear that
he was not making any commitment. He
nruntained that even il something could be
done through an executive onder or parlia-
ment, his first preference would be a
“national consensus” on the issue.

The VHP has becn mounting pressure on
the Centre to release the land it had
acquired 19 1993, VHP international secre-
tary Pravin Togadia said bis organisation
would not compromise on the issuc and the
Centre should immediately hand over the
07 acres of land i had acquired o the
Rumjanmabhoomi Nyas by Mahashivratn
{March 12) for the construction of a Ram

SHOW OF STRENGTH

Fowry §vi-
ternple. ) ) e

Both Mr Vajpayee and Mr Fernandes told
the VHP delegation that at a time when the
government was fighting terrorism and the
army was building up troops along the bor-
der, it would be wrong to start an agitation
which could create a faw and order problem
inn the country.

The Centre’s stand has clearly left the
VHP brass unhapoy. Soon after the meeting,
seniar feaders of the outfit headed for a rally
at the Ramiila grounds and gave a “Avodhya
chalo™ call, It the tone of the VHP leaders

; who spoke to mediaper-
sons atter the meeting
was belligerent, the sub-
text of the speeches at the
rally was no different.
Among  those  who
addressed the rally were
VHP  chief  Ashok
Singhal. Ramjanma-
bheomi Nyas tunctionary
Ramchandra Paramhans
and leaders like V.H.
Dalmia, Nritvagopaldas
and Swami Mitranand.
Stressing that the outfit
had litle taith in the
Centre's abihty to fulfil its
demands, every speakert
asserted that the con-
struction of a Ram tem-
ple would begin on any
suitable date after March
12, Nothing, they said,
could stop "Ram bhakts™

{

from  pathering in
Ayodhva from  Feb-
ruary 24.

Speaking to reporters, Mr Fernandes
highlighted the fact that the Centre had
agreed to examine the legal aspects of hand-
ing over the undisputed plots of land around
the disputed site 1o the Ramianmabhoomi
Nvas, However.at the VHP rallv. most of the
leaders converiently chose 10 ignore the
Centre’s decsion. In fact. only Parambans
made a cursory mention of it in his specch.

While the VHP has contended that the
land acquired by the Centre is without legal
encumbrance, the Babri Masjid Action
Committee savs the court has decreed that

the government cannot hand over the lag
during the pendency of the title suit,
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"PM to

-
By Necna Vyas % foe)
™5

NEW DELHI, JAN. 27. The Frime Min-
jster, Atal Behari Vajpavee, today
decided to refer to the Law Minis-
ter, Arun Jaitley, two points relat-
ed to the Ayodhya dispute for his
Ministry's consideration: 1o see if
the Ayodhya courl case could be
expedited, and to ook at “legal
and constitutional aspects” of
handing over the land acquired
by the Government in 1993 to the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad- con-
trolled Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas.

The decision was in response o
the seven-day ‘'sant chetavani
{(warning) vatura' which culminar-
ed with a rallv gt the Ramlila
grounds where an ultimatim was
served on the Government o
hand over the land at Avodhya or
face a situation in which the
“sants” would forcibly lake it over
and build a Ram temple. Among
those seated on the dais was RSS
leader, Madan Das Devi, who is
the “link” berween the BJP and
the RSS.

The Government's decision
came after a two-hour-long meet-
ing with a VtIP-led delegation of
“sants”. 1t runs counter to the
views expressed by the National
Democratic Alliance leaders on
Saturday and is being seen as a
move to buy time and get the Ram
temple issue on to the NDA agen-
da through the backdoor.

The Union Home Minister,
L.K.Advani, and the Detence Min-
ister and NIDA convenor, George
Fernandes, were prescnt at the
meeting. The “sant’’ delegation

‘SANTS’ GIVE ULTIMATUM T
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The Prime Minister, A_B. Vajpayee, the Defence Minister, George Fernan
State in the PMO, Vijay Goel, with the VHP leaders, Ashok
Paramhans Ramchandra Das, in New Dethi on Sunc

included VHP {eaders, V.H. Dal-
miva and Ashok Singhal, and
Ramchandra Parambans, Sti Vis-
vesha Theertha of Udupi and
Swami Satyamitranand.

Earlier in the morning, the
Marg Darshak Mandal meeting of
the VHP adopted a resofution de-
manding that the 67 acres of land,
acguired by the Government in
1943, be handed over 1o the Nyas
to enable it to start construction
of a Ram temple at the disputed
site “‘on any auspicious day after
Shivratri of this vear {which falls
on March 12)7.

It appears that the i1-member
delegation, which met the Frime
Minister, was at first told that the
Ayodhya issue could be resolved
only in fwo ways: through a nego-
tiated settlement, or through a ju-

dicial wverdict which must be
accepted by both sides. That was
in tune with what had been decid-
ed at the informal NDA meeting
called by Mr. Vajpayee on Satur-
day.

However, there was mitense
pressure from the RSS, the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad as well as Mr. Ad-
vani. Some leaders of allied par-
ties recalled that vesterday it was
Mr. Advani who suggested refer-
ring the matter to the Law Minis-
ter ta see if a way could be found
for handing over the acquired
land to the VHP- controlled trust.
But with strong opposition from
the allied leaders, it was decided
that the Prime Minister must
firmnly reiterate that the Ayodhya
issue could be resolved through
negotiations or a court verdict.
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poor patients.

Niketa was a symbal of resol
a vear after many tn her h_o
state had practically Jost their
fure in the devastat
earthguake.

Speaking about the current
wation in Alunedabad and its ©
ckirts, Niketa says that the peg
of the city have put the catast
ghe behind and have come
terms with tife “Vime heals. ]
now party, they have fun. Bul
memories of the quake are ete)
deep in their hearts. Whene
they loak back. the sense i sh
returns.”’ i

Is this her first visii to Chen
Techniclly no, but practically
The last time was about 20y
ago. She loves the idly an‘d the
sa along with sambar. “Sputh
dian  food s popular
Ahmedabad,” she says.

By Saprarshi Bhatla che
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NEW DELHI 25 JANUARY ]

VEN AS General Pervez
E Musharraf is desperately try-

ing to impress his Western
handlers that he would soon reform
men with jehadi persuasion in his
society, Union home minister L. K
Advani on Friday made it plain that
the military ruler will have to meet
New Delhi's demands if he wished
ta see the troops rolled back from
the border.

Mr Advani, who had earlier said
that nice-sounding words will not
be enough to convince India, reit-
erated that turning over of Dawood
Ibrahim, India’s most wanted ter-
ror merchant, will be the chief fac-
1or that will dictate India‘s reflexes
on de-escalation, The tough talk-
ing by Mr Advani coincided with
reconciliatory noises from General
Musharraf. While the General, who
has been refusing to hand over New
Delhi’s most wanted criminals and
terrorists, said that he is willing to
sign a no-war pact with India, he
has also promised to introduce his
variation of democracy in Pakistan
by October.

On his part, Mr Advarnii said that

T

Qur Political Bureau O\ ' &

rollback till de
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'

Pakistan was yet to do anything
tangible for normalising ties with
Pakistan. In other words, New Del-
hi will not go by his public asser-
tions and that it has not changed
its assessment of the General -— that
is, he is a charlatan and a dissem-
bler. Al a news confercnce, the
home minister said the country will
make its own assessment about
infiltration from across the border.
In what seemed a polite rejection

of the US stand that there has been
some slowing down in infiltration
after Mr Musharraf’s speech, the
home minister said the government
cannot come such concusionsin a
week or fortnight’s time.

“It will take a couple of months
1o assess the situation on the
ground,” Mr Advani said, and
added that the guestion of rolling
back of troops will be decided by
the government. “These are mat-

entby the governmeni. Ai the
molnent. the present situation will
condinue.” Meanwhile, chief of
army staff Gen S. Padmanabhan

has said the counter-terrorisim oper- |

ations in Jammu and Kashmir
would be intensified further. “Qur
plan is to intensify our ongeing
counier-terrorist operations and see
that terrorists are put out of action
wherever and whenever they may
be encountered,” he said.
“However, at the same time
concerted military-civic action will
also be undertaken to wean away
the people from militancy,” Gen-
eral Padmanabhan added. He satd
during winter, due to snowfall in
upper reaches of Jammu and Kash-
mir, terrorists tend 1o gravitate to
populated centres like Jammu

region and lower reaches of the g

state. “We intend o deny them this
avenue of escape from rthe rigours
of winter.” Further counter infil-
tration was being strengihened and
force multipliers like electrontc
devices were being deployed, the
army chiet said. adding fencing
along Internatiovnal Border (1B}
should also help in
counter-intiltration.
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Cabinet okays |
extradition pact
with Malaysia
W\ Times News Networkq I'd ‘
{kﬂi DELHI: India moved a step

closer to a possible extradition of
Italian  businessman  Ottavio -
Quattrocchi, one of the accused in |
the Bofors kickbacks case, after the
Union cabinet on  Tuesday
approved an extradition treaty
with Malaysia. .- 79 W

The proposed-reaty \lodld pro-
vide a legal framework for seeking
extradition of fugitives, including
economniic offenders from Malaysia,
an official spokesperson said.

Any person accused or convicted
of an extraditable offence, wanted
by either country, would be extra-
dited whether the offence was
committed before or after the
treaty comes into force. The treaty
will empower the Malaysian
authorities to  turn over
Quattrocchi to India, bypassing the
ongoing legal wrangles in Kuala
Lumpur courts where an Indian
request for his extradition has been
challenged. - !
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Pankaj Vohra interviews L K
Advand in Neww Delhi

Do you think that the chances of
an armed conflict with Pakistan
have reduced after your US visit?

First, this is a questicn to
which my answer has been fun-
tlamentally different from what
is expected, For the past month
or 50, ever since Indian Govern-
ment decided to recall its High
Commissioner from Islamabad
and take a series of steps includ-
ing the deployment of the armed
forces in a big way on the fron-
tiers, the guestion I have been
asked is whether there will be a
war, Let usrealise thatawarof a
different kind has been inflicted
on us by Pakistan for nearly two
decades. After the attack on Par-
liament, the Government cer-
tainly considered whether our
response to that should continue
to be what it was before Decem-
ber 13, It was decided, after due
consideration, that enough is
enough and the situation calls
for a different kind of response.
That different response has been
continuing.

In the meanwhile I had the
opportunity to visit the UK and
USA where T said our fight is not
with Pakistan but against ter-
rorism. So, if Pakistan abandon
terrorism, because of our steps
we have taken, international
public opinion or America's
apinion — whatever the reason
— 1 do not think there will be
any further conflict.

You are the first Home Minister to
visit Washington to explain the
Indian viewpoint. Was your visit
necessary after the Prime Minister
had mate India’s position clear dur-
ing an eariicr visit?

1 think when the Prime Minis-
ter and the Foreign Minister
went there, they conveved the
problems relating to terrorvism
very precisely and emphatically.
They visited the country after

\”

America 1t:;e]f ha experienced
what a terrorist attack can bhe
like. In my case, the visit was
undertaken after December 13
and after India felt it was imper-
ative 1o take a series of mea-
sures. It was, of course, in
response to an invitation extend-
ed by the US's Attorney General
and ! therefore availed of the
opportunity to explain India's
point of view as best as I could. I
met the President, the Vice-Pres-
ident, the Secretary of State, the
National Security Advisor and
the Attorney General and found
them both understanding and
appreciative of India's point of
view, 1 do not recall a single
instance when a statement of
mine was contradicted by my
hosts. All T was given was the
impression that they wanted to
see an end to terrorism in India.

Was there any marked change in
Colin Powell's attitude during his
visit te India as a resuit of your
interaction with him tn Washing-
ton?

1 met him only a few days ago,
but did not meet him when he
came here. From what [ gather
from our Foreign Minister, he
said that terrorism has to end.
And therefore, India's stand that
it would like to wait and see how
Pakistan acts on what Mushar-
raf stated in the course of his
speech is justified. In fact, I have
myself reacted to Musharraf's
speech. His speech related to
intermational situation and the
problems that were being creat-
ed in Pakistan itself by extrem-
ist forces. He was clear that
these forces have to be sup-
pressed and he has taken a series
of steps in that direction. When
he spelt out all this, he made a
statement that no other Pak-
istani leader had made in th
past - an gutright denunciatiin
of theocracy, highlightin
dangers inherent in reMgicus
fundamentalisim,

the -
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LXADVANI: Telling it like it is

But when it came to India,
there was a sentence that stated
terrorism would not be permit-
ted in the name of the Kashmir
cause. The statement, though
brief, was to be broadly translat-
ed into the action [ had spelt out
during my US visit. We expect.
one, ne financing of terrorists.
Twa, ne arming of terrorists.
Three, no iraining of terrorists,
Four, no infiltration of terrorists

and five, no asylum 1o terrorists.
Today, 1 said 1 have been in gov-
ernment twice. First in the
Morarji Desal government from
1977 10 1979-80 and the second
from 1998 to date. There is a
marked change in the security
environment then and naw.

The reason is not J&K, commu-
nal riots or war. If there is g
change, # is because of the threat
of terrorism. Tervorism has to

?(’;

end and let us decide that as we
decided at Shimia, that all isstes
between the two countries
including the issue of J&K would
be sorted out through dialogue.

Musharraf is primarily an Ameri-
can prop in Pakistan, In such a sit-
uation can we expect Washingion
to be absolutely objective in its
dealings with India and Pakisfan?

I'm not seeptical in that regard.
There was a time when because
of the Cold War, we were close tg
Moscow and Pakistan was close
to Washington. In the last 2-3
years however, the American
government and people have
realised more and more that
India and America are the {wo
largest democracies in the world
with a commitment t¢ democra-
¢y, rule of law, pluralism and
moral values. There is a growing
proximity between the two coun-
tries, The Pakistanis felt they
would benefit from supporting
America in the battle against the
Taliban. But, the Taliban was,
after all, Pakistan's own creation
and we in India, have kngwn the
terrorism inflicted on us by Pak-
istan working in tandem with
the Taliban. We have mobilised
world opinion against terrorism.
And after Beptember 11, the
point we were trying to make
has come home in an emphatic
manner, The PM himself said let
this become a decisive phase of
our struggle against terrorism.

A secular and democratic
socialist republic like India
always had an advantage over
Pakistan when it came to image.
If Musharraf succeeds as a rmod-
ernist, would he not be forcing a
situation where a party like
vours might have to reassess its
Hindutva agenda?

I do not think so. I feel that
those whe think Pakistan has a
hetter image have some kind of
soft corner for Pakistan and itg
leadership essentially because of
the contrast that he (Musharrah

gh was enoug

presents to Taliban. The fact that
he made certain pronounce-
ments more akin to democratic
countries approach to extremism
in his speech s good. Good for
him, good for us and good for the
whole world. 1 do not grudge that.,

The Americans seem to have
secured for themselves an impor-
tant role in South and Central
Asian affairs. In such a situation
and against the backdrop of Pak-
istan‘s digtrust for bilateralism do
you think they will be able to keep
aff the Kashmir issue for long?

Anyone trying to contribute an
opinion or judgement on the res-
olutien of the Kashmir problem
would depend on us. Pakistan
has wanted America to mediate
for a long time. During my visit
to the US, I told them that as far
as the question of J&K is con-
cerned India and Pakistan decid-
ed together in Shimla that this
we would sort out bilaterally, I
believe this is our national con-
sensus and we do not need any
mediation. Even China has
endorsed our view.

it is believed in certain quarters
that Kashmir was internationalised
like never hefore after Pokhran H.
in retrospect, do you think it was a
mistake to go nuclear and give
Pakistan a legitimate excuse to

© carry cut counter 1ests at the Cha-

gai hills and neutralise the conven-
tional military superiority which
India had?

1 do not think so. For a long
time, whenever an incident of
violence occurred, J&K used to
be internationalised. But then,
because of our sustained cam-
paign against cross-border ter-
rorism and the different kind of
war that India is facing, we
found subseguently, it was not
Kashmir that was internation-
alised, but terrorism, After Sep-
fesnber 11 things have radicaliy
changed. Even in the US there
were very few questions on J&E.

2

Most were on terrorism.

What do you think wil{ happen in
the UP and Punjab elections? Are
you already looking for coalition
partners? How would the Central
Government be affected if your
party loses?

I do not think the present situ-
ation indicates that our adver-
saries are going to win in either
Punjab or UP I think the Akali
BJP alliance in Punjab and the
BJP.led alliance in UP will win.
The sitnation was particelarty
bad in UP about eight months
ago after Kalyan Singh left us
and for a brief while, we had a
government that was unable to
impress. But after the arrival of
Rajnath Singh as chief minister
things have kept on looking up
and teday we go to the elections
with a sense of confidence, con-
fident of a renewed mandate.

There were some drastic
changes. The BJP UP flist has
omitted 40 sitting MLAs and three
ministers. Could i1 be laken as
admission that your party was run-
ning a government with help of leg-
isfators and ministers of doubtful
integrity?

No, they were not our men,
mainly they whose support we
had to take. That necessitated
the changes. In other cases, it is
generally the anti-incumbency
factor which has been {aken into
account and a very bold decision
has been taken which I am sure
will pay results,

What is your party’s stand on
elections to the posts of President
and Vice-President?

‘This is not smething on which
any individual member of a par-
ty would make a pronounce-
ment, It has frankly, not been
congidered, apart from an ocea-
sional, informal chat here and
there, We have 1o sit down and
cansider the matter from all
aspects.

Plan to Kidnap
Advani, Jaswant
& Omar revealed

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, Jonuary 20
INTERCEPTS OF conversations
Letween varicus militant groups
have revealed plans for kidnap-
ping of at least three Cabinet
Ministers. LK Advani, Jaswant
Singh and Minister of State for
External Affairs Omar Abdullah
feature high on the threat list,

“All of them are hardliners
and have been vocal about their
stand against Pakistan spon-
sored ferrorism... We got inputs
that three groups of fidayeen
have recently arrived in Kash-
mir from PoK and are planning
to target these ministers,” an
official said.

The security cover for Advani
and Jaswant has been upgraded
while Omar’s security has been
totally revamped. Earlier, Delhi
Police commandos would nro-
vide mobile cover to ministers.
They have now been replaced by
Indo-Tiketan Border Police
(ITBP) commandos who will
escort the motorcade,

The SPG  was recently
deployed to guard the Home Min-
ister; taking his security levei to
that of the Prime Minister
Jaswant, who has Z category
security cover, has also bheen
given additional guards. The pro-
posal to include hitn in the 7 plus
category is under consideration,

Sources said Delhi Police is
finding it difficult to meet the
sudden inerease in demand for
additional security cover for the
V1Pg in the Capital,

In the last month, the number
of Protected Persons (PI*s) has
risen frem 270 to 325 following
the militant attack on Paplia-
ment. At present, around 28,000
policemen have been appointed
to provide security to the 325
PPs, theugh the sanctioned
strength of the securify unit is
oniy around 2,357
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A Opposition marches to
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FROM OLUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 13: Opposition
parties in India echoed the gov-
ernment by reacting with cau-
tious optimism to President Per-
vez Musharraf's speech.

The Opposition says Mushar-
raf’'s offer for a dialogue should
not be rejected outright but has
urged the Vajpayee regime to re.
sume talks on the basis of “cred-
ible action on the ground”. Oppo-
sition parties also resented
Musharraf’s refusal to hand
over the 20 terrorists wanted by
India, saying if Musharraf 1akes
a lead in handing over these mil-
itants it would amount to a confi-
dence-building measure.

At a luncheon meeting with
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee. Opposition leaders, who
were given a thorough brlefmg
on the government’s assessment
of Musharraf's speech, endorsed
the Centre’s wait-and-watch pol-
icw

Leader of Opposition Sonia
Gandhi acknowledged that the
Pakistan President's speech had
some “positive elements”. Sonia,
however, asserted that there was
ho scope for third-party inter-
vention in the Indo-Pak conflict.
Manmohan Singh added that
both the countries should en-
gage themselves in diglogue.

Sonia landed Musharraf for
promising firm action against
terrorists and putting an end to
cross-border  terrorism  but
added that much will depend on
how the Pakistani leader trans-
lates his intention into action.
“The real taste of the pudding
les in the eating,” Singh ex-
plained.

The Congress chief urged the
government to be cautious as
there has been no change in Pak-
istan’s position vis-a-vis Kash-
mir so far. She said the Congress
was not in favour of any third-
party intervention as the Simla
agreement provided enough

framework for resolving all out-
standing disputes between the
two couniries,

Other Opposition leaders
who attended the meeting,
which lasted for more than an
hour and a half, are CPM secre-
tary general Harkishen Singh
Surjeet, CPI leader D, Raja, Tri-
namul Member of Parliament
Sudip Bandhepadhyay, Bahujan

Al

Samaj Party chief Mayawati and
RJD Jeader Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh.

Surjeet described Mushar-
raf’s speech as “positive”, point-
ing out that the Paklstam Presi-
dent had accepted many of the
demands that India had made.
“Many things that we have been
demanding, he has accepted,”
Surjeet said. The Marxist leader

asserted that his party did not
agree with Musharraf’s call for
any third-party intervention in
resolving bilateral issues.

The CPM leader favoured the
resumption of indo-Pak dia-
logue “I hope the talks would re-
sume. The government ot india
had never said no to such talks,”
Surjeet sald. CPI leader D, Raja
praised Musharraf for taking on

i
*,

govt tune

Manmohan Singh (eft to right), Harkishen Singh Surjeet, CPI leader P. Raja and Sonia Ganghi after the all-party meeting. (AFpP

religious fundamentalists, “As
far as religious extremism and
terrorism  are  concerned,
Musharraf's statements are
quite positive,” he said. On Kash-
mir, Raja said his party was of
thefirm view that India and Pak-
istan should engage themnselves
in a meaningful dialogue. Like
Sonia and Surjest, he too ruled
our any third party mediation.
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© sultations.

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, JAN. 11. A forty-five
minute meeting this evening be-
tween the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, and the Leader of
the Opposition, Sonia Gandhi,
sorted out the misunderstanding
which had led to a stand-oft be-
tween the Congress and the Gov-
ernment on the issue of MPs’
defegation going abroad. The
Government confirmed that the
Congress leaders would now par-
tficipate in this exercise.

Today's meeting between Mr.
Vajpayee and Ms. Gandhl was
held at the Prime Minister’s invi-
tation. Keen on limiting the dam-
age o the effort o sustain a
political consensus on the issue of
cross-border terrorism, Mr, Vaj-
payee invited Ms. Gandhi for con-
The Congress was
reportedly upset that the Govern-

Ho -
ment had not consulted it in 4d-
vance while deciding the names of
party leaders who were expected
to travel abroad.

According toe  Government
sources, Ms, Gandhi suggested
during the meeting the names of
some of her party leaders in re-
sponse to the Government's re-
quest. The Congress maintains
that it will make its potion on the
names cleared after internal con-
sultations on Saturday. While the
list is being given final shape, it is
reliably learnt that senior Con-
gress leader, Manmohan Singh,
who was to have led one of the
delegations, is unlikely to travel
abroad, as he is required 1o cam-
paign for the party during the
coming Assembly elections. The
Congress also confirmed that a
meeting between the two leaders
had taken place.

| tpam: (g\;t

The change of heart on the part
of the Congress came after the in-
tervention of the Prime Ministet.
The party had stuck to its guns
earlier in the day, and even
though the Prime Minister's Prin-
cipal Secretary. Brajesh Mishra,
spoke to Dr. Manmohan Singh, it
was apparently not enough 1o
make the Congress change its
mind. “Nothing bhas happened
since yesterday to make us change
our stand,” said the party spokes-
person, Jaipal Reddy,

The party had dismissed Mr.
Brajesh Mishra's attempts to clear
the misunderstanding as “purely
an ingquiry”. What the party was
miffed at is that appatently when
Mr. Mishra spoke Dr. Manmohan
Singh he did not “make any new
proposais or offer any explana-
tions about why the issue was
handled the way it was™.
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Centre gets down to

business brasstaeks

Excise on oil products will be hiked; no war tax

Times News Network
NEW DELHIL The Union cabinet which
met on Thesday took a slew of important
decisions, including raising excise duty, tight-
ening emission norms and extending the
powers of the Lok Adalats.

In a move to check the government’s bur-
geoning fiscal deficit during the current
year, the government pfans 10 issue an ordi-
nance enabling it to raise excise duties on
any commaodity without any restrictions.

Announcing the cabinet decision, parlia-
mentary affairs minister Pramod Mahajan on
"Ihesd‘w said the ordinance was necessitated
as presently there was a cap on raising exmse
duty beyond twice the rate
on vanous items. Under |
current rules, the govern-
ment can only increase

PUMP-PRIMING
ADTING 10 SINNA'S

finance ministry officials denied that a war
{ax was being imposed through this substan-
tial hike In excise rates.

In another major decision atmed at
achieving the desired air guality in major
cities of the country, the Union cabinet
approved a new auto fuet policy based on
the recommendations of an expert camrit-
tee, headed by R.A. Mashelkar, director
general of the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research.

The measures include tightening vehicie
emission laws by the implementation of
Bharat Stage I, which is equivalent to Euro
II norms. These norms for vehicles, current-
ly in force in the four met-
ros, will be introduced in
Bangalore, Hyderabad
and Abhmedabad by the

duty on items with zero M. Govtcanhike  opd of 2003 and in the
per cent duty by 50 per | . excise duty on any entire countty from April
cent ad valorem and dou 1,2005.

ble the rate for other items.

Explaining the ration
ale behind the move, a
senior official said the
finance ministry would

item without curbs

+ CLEAN-UP ACT: New
= auto fuel policy will be
- based on Mashelkar

: Gommittee report

: The equivalent of Euro-
“ 1Yl emission norms for all
categories  of vehicles
{excluding two-  and
three- wheelcrs} will be

more than double the : A mtroduced in  Delhi,
excise rates on petrol, 1 L AND JUSTICE FOR Mumbai Chennai.
diesel, kerosene and cook- . § AL Scope of Lok Kolkata, Bangalore,
ing gas without passing on 2 Adalats will extend to 7 Hyderabad and
the burden to the con- Dubllc utilit'les Ahmedabad from April 1.

sumer through any hike in
the retail prices of these products.

In an ingenious piece of financial engineer-
ing, the exercise will result in siphoning off the
money from the oil poof account to the gen-
eral exchequer without hurting consurmners.

At present, there is an eight per cent
excise on kerosene and cooking gas, 32 per
cent (16 per cent Cenvat plus 16 per cent
special excise duty) on petrol and 16 per
cent duty on diesel. The exact new duty rates
for these products are still to be determined,
but the aim is to more than double the exist-
ing, rates, the official said.

To effect this stiff hike in duty on petro-
goods, the government has decided to arm
itself with powers to raise excise duty
through an ordinance amending the Central
Excise Act that gives it emergency powers.

Amidst much specufation and rumour,

i 2004, and be extended o
other parts of the country from 2010, Mr
Makajan said. “The choice of fue] and vehic-
ular technology will be left 10 the owners
and operators of vehicles, with the govern-
ment prescribing only the vehicular stan-
dards,” he added.

The Mashelkar Committee report has also
recommended that the government should
provide fiscal benefits to the domestic oil
and auto industry as investiments of up to Rs
35,000 crore and Rs 25,000 crore respective-
ly would be required to be made by these
seclors to upprade facilities and technology
1o meet Euro-11T emission norms.

The cabinet also decided 1o amend the
Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, and
give more teeth to Lok Adalats-~the alter-
nate to courts—which have so far settled
1.34 crore cases,
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IN A WAY, the Cabinet Committee on Reforms,
-under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister,

A. B. Vajpayee, has its task cut out on more than-

one front. In addition to setting the tone for the

reforms to come, its tasks include sending out

important political and economic signals both
' within and outside the country. To begin with,
the Committee reflects the Government’s inten-
“tion to continue with reforms and, in this con-
text, the first meeting was also one of symbolism
as it took place at the end of a year which saw a
slackening in the pace of reforms, With the odds
stacked against it on the legislative front, the
going is bound to be tough for the Government
to push across the more sensitive phase of re-
forms, especially those involving changes to the
labour sector. In addition, with the nation rap-
idly overtaken by events and the collective at-
tention now focussed on neighbourly relations,
«"the lag in the economic agenda has not been

o+ TIME-OUT FOR REFORMS 19

the level of national politics, while there has
been an overall understanding and recognition
of the need for reforms, there have also been
discordant voices. The Government, for its part,
has also promised much. One instance is in the
reforms related to the labour sector, where there
is bound to be stiff opposition. Indeed, there is
the need to proceed in this sensitive area with
caution. Yet the reluctance to seize the buil by
its horns should not send out the wrong signals.

Another important task that should engage
the attention of policy-makers is to make a com-
prehensive evaluation of the reforms that have
been brought in during the last decade, and
their consequences. Such a task is imperative as
it would serve the important purpose of carrying
aut a mid-course appraisal of the ability of the -
country’s polijtical leadership to meet the ideal
of implementing reforms with a human face.
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This exercise, in addition to the industry-wise
review of reforms, which is expected to engage
the attention of the Committee, will only go to
provide a firm basis on which the future of re-
forms can be planned in a meaningful manner.

* taken serious note of. The transition towards the
+,'much-promised second-generation reforms has
*-'been marked by a hesitancy that the country
«* can ill-afford.

One important task that the Committee

. should seriously address itself to is to resolve
differences within the ruling coalition on the
process of reforms in the years ahead. It will be
in order if the Cabinet Committee recognises
. the factors that have been impeding reforms, as
a starting point. One of the important hurdles to
the reforms is also an inherent one: the federal
nature of the Constitution, as a result of which,
in crucial areas such as electricity, the Union
.Government can say a lot but do little directly. It
is imperative that in the long-term interests of
the nation, there is as little conflict between the
Unijon and the States as possible in the move
towards taking the reforms process ahead. At

As a political body, the Cabinet Committee
should also seek to arrive at an overarching con-
sensus on reforms and aim at winning the confi-
dence of the nation. Equally important will be
its own ability to convince the various shades of
political opinion that the larger interests of the
country’s econonty will be well served by its de-
cisions. Howsoever meaningful the Cabinet
Comimittee on Reforms may sound, it is also
vital that it guard itself against the temptation to
transform itself into a body where difficult deci-
sions are further delayed and trapped in proce-
dural pitfalis. The crux of the Committee’s
agenda should be to take the reforms forward,

not to delay it. /
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THE BELLICOSE TENOR of the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee's speech laced heavily
with jingoistic flourishes at Lucknow on
Wednesday is in sharp contrast to the sense of
sobriety and reasonableness that seemed to re-
flect in his ‘reflections’ on New Year Day. In
fact, the general message he has sought to con-
vey goes against the grain of the declarved pref-
erence of New Delhi for a diplomatic approach
to the externally-sourced terrorist challenge,
post-December 13 outrage on Parliament
House. At the core of the stated approach had
heen a wholesome emphasis on the diplomatic
route — hilateral as well as global, taking full
advantage of the favourable international cli-
mate prevailing in the wake of the curtent U.5.-
led anti-terror carnpaign -~ rather than on any
military response. At Lucknow, on the other
hand, Mr. Vajpayee, in a manner befitting mote
a rabble-rousing politician, has spoken in
terms that afe associated with a state of war.
Almost in the same breath as making a refer-
ence 1o India going ahead with the nuclear
tests in the face of stiff international opposition
and sanctions, the Prime Minister declared
that “no weapon” would be spared in “self-
defence”. And, for good measure, he also re-
portedly said that it was time that India gave a
“reply” to Pakistan. Such hawkish rhetoric,
apart from undermining as it does the basic
objective of sensitising the peoples of both In-
dia and Pakistan to the menace of terrorism —
one of the aims Mr, Vajpayee would appear to
have set before himself while penning his ‘re-
flections’ — does not exactly square with the
sort of statesmanship required at the present
critical juncture, both on the Indo-Pakistan
and the international fronts.

In a way, however, what Mr. Vajpayee has
chosen to do is a part of the game his party. the
BJP, has been an adept in playing, namely the
politics of jingoism for electoral mobilisation.

STRIDENCY FOR THE HUSTINGS 4\\

Notlong ago, the victory’ in the Kargil war was

successfully utilised by the BIP, and by exten-

" sion the coalition it heads (the NDA), in the

19399 Lok Sabha elections. And now, with the
Assembly polis just a few weeks away in four
States, including the politically” crucial Uttar
Pradesh, the BJP — aided by its pariners in the
coalition — seems all set to play it again, this

time making cynical use of the “anti-terrorism’ -
card. Witness the doggedness with which the -
Vajpayee regime sought to get Pariament to |

endorse the draconian anti-tervorism legisia-
tion (POTO) and its orchestrated attempt to
equate support to POTO with patriotism. Even
in the post-December 13 context, which
showed up the involvement of Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad in
the fidayeen attack on Parliament House, there
seems to be a calculated attemnpt 1o play down
ot belittle Islamabad’s significant moves on the
ground directed at curbing these elements, by
dismissing these gestures as ‘farcical’ or ‘cos-
metic’, made under pressure from the U.S.

‘What needs to be realised is that warmon-
gering, particularly of the type inspired by nar-
rowly partisan and exclusivist considerations
—- as the one indulged in by the BJP and its
cousins in the Sangh Parivar — will only be
counter-productive for the reason that it will
render it muoch more difficult for General
Musharraf to act firmly against powerful Isla-
mist groups that sponsor terrerism in India, for

any such action will be seen as a capitulation to !

New Delhi. In the domestic context, such a bla-
tant appeal to national chauvinism will

amount to breaching the national consensus '

that the Vajpayee administration has been able
ta obtain for its anti-terrorism efforts and will
inevitably have the effectof fracturing the unity
forged across the tical spectrum on this
count.
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