"lOd

T,

/ p g

" FOR CONNOISSEURS OF THE INDIAN

o Political Jamboree Contlnues To B\éPlayed Out In Full Public View

BJP to get tough

-

Our Political Bureau

"NEWDELFI 11 NOVEMBER

HE BJP has finally discov-

I eredits spine and asked the

state unit to approach Ut-
tar Pradesh Assembly Speaker
Kesari Nath Tripati for disqualify-
ing its rebel MLAs. The Speakeris
expected to use the precedent set
by his Maharashtra counterpart
Arun Gujarati and show the door
to the 10 party MLAs.

The BJP's decision to get the
rebels sacked from the Assembly
was cleared at a meeting the par-
ty president had with Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee and
deputy prime minister LK. Ad-
vani here on Sunday night. The
meeting concluded that the situ-
ation has gone out of hand and
that the extreme step of expul-
sion from the Assembly was the
only way to stem rebellion in its
Uttar Pradesh unit.

The party leaders here do not
attach much significance to the
congiliatory noises coming out of
the rebel camp. They are of the

view that the decision of the |

rebels to endorse the candidature
of arms dealer Suresh Nanda was
a brazen act of defiance and that
any delay in taking disciplinary
action will only complicate mat-
ters. For the record, party presi-
dent M. Venkaiah Naidu, main-
tained that he was open to dis-
cussions with partymen who are
willing to abide by party disci-
pline. At the same, he said the
party will not show any leniency
to those who have crossed the
lakshman rekha. Although the
leadership on Monday put up a
brave front, a section in the party
is worried about the possible po-
litical fallout. For, a majority of
these rebel MLAs belong to the
Thakur community, a group that
is increasingly getting restive in
the BJP. The recent ministry
compounded matters when their
rivals, the Brahmins, cornered a
majority of the ministerial berths.

The development does notau-
gur well for the BJP in the caste-
polarised Uttar Pradesh. For the
party, a consolidation of the up-
per caste vote bank is crucial for
any future political project.

The lowering of the numerical
strength in the Assembly will
only increase the leverage of the
BSP and Mayawati in running
the Lucknow government.

with UP dissidents

wenbl THE LA

f;,g

AuL Fireo Up: Samajwad| Party actlwsts burn efﬁgles of Uttar Pradesh

governor VK. Shastri and chief minister Mayawati at Esplanade on
Monday. — Mona Chowdhury

" Anti-defection

law suits rebels
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Nanda nomination
papers rejected

Our Political Bureau
" NEW DELHI 11 NOVEMBER

THE Election Comymission today
threw out of the window the
complaint by arms dealer and
Rajya Sabha aspirant from UP,
Suresh Nanda, that the rejection
of his nomination papers was
wrong.

Returning officer R P Pandey,
while rejecting his nomination
papers for the RS biennial clec-
tion, said Mr Nanda was found to
have “fraudulently” got his name
entered in the electoral rolls for
Ghaziabad. On examination it
was revealed that the application
under Form 6 for inclusion of his
name in the rolls was reccived by
the ERO on October 30, 2002, but
was not processed as required un-
der rule 26 of the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960 and no statu-
tory notice was given for inviting
objections to the application. The
subsequent order by the ERO in-

cluding his name in the rolls was
made on October 31 itself, which
was in violation of the rules that
require such an order to be issued
only after seven days from date of
such a statutory notice.

“Since Nanda is not an elector
in the state and also as the affi-
davit submitted by him was not
in the original form his nomina-
tion was found illegal and hence
rejected,” Mr Pandey told re-
porters in Lucknow on Monday.
He had complained to the Elec-
tion Commission on Sunday
that he had signed the with-
drawal papers “under duress”
and that it should not be acted
upon. Mr Pandey said he re-
ceived a communication from
the EC on Monday morning say-
ing the necessary procedure was
not followed for registering the
name of Mr Nanda in the elec-
toral rolls. With this, the decksare
now cleared for the unopposed
election of 10 candidates.

Bhartiya Janata Party’s move to seek the disqualifica-
tion of 10 rebel MLAs in UP has an element of irony, for
it expects Speaker Kesarinath Tripathi to exercise those

very powers which the party refused to recognise when they
were first used by Maharashtra Speaker early this year.

The BJP wants the punishment on the ground that the 10

MLAs violated the anti-defection Act by informing the governor
about their intent to vote against the Mayawati government and,
in some case, by proposing the candidature of arms dealer Suresh
Nanda.

The petition reflects an understanding of the anti-defection law
which the party seemed to lack when it disputed the disqualifica-
tion of rebel Congress and NCP MLAs in Maharashtra. That time
the party questioned the law on the ground that it intended to vi-
olare the whip—one of the offences laid down under the anti-de-
fectivn Act — and vote against the Vilasrao Deshmukh govern-
mentin a trial of strength. The party passionately argued that the
ambit of the anti-defection only covered “real” and not intend-
ed/planned violations of the party whip by legislators and, that the
Speaker had erred in punishing the legislators for announcing
outside the House what they planned to do.

It extended moral support to the aggrieved MLAs when they
unsuccessfully appealed their disqualification — a factor that
helped the Deshmukh Roa government survive the trust vote —
9y Maharashtra Speaker Arun Gujarati in courts.

Just a few months later, however, the BJP expects Mr Tripathi
to follow the Maharashtra precedent since sanctified by the judi-
ciary. The disqualification of Maharashtra MLAs and its anticipat-
ed repeat in Uttar Pradesh is just another instance of the innova-
tive ways in which the Anti-Defection Act has been applied. The
framers of the law, conceived by the Rajiv Gandhi regime asanan-
tidote to then rampant malaise of defections, had initially pro-
posed to proscribe all instances of juggling of party affiliations
which didn’t feature at least half of the total strength of the MLAs.
The threshold was lowercd 1o one-third after many, notably the
late Madhu Limaye, cried foul that the Bill in its pristine form
would have heralded the cra of “tyranny of whip.”

In the days since its passage, the law has been used in ways
unanticipated by its makers, and to the benefit of both the whip

wielders as well as those who seek to defy it. Those responsible for |

innovations are located across-the-board, with few reluctant 1o
shrink from using a precedent that they may have rallied against
in a previous instance. 1f the ruling of Maharashtra Speaker gave
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{illip to the champions of whip’s supremacy, former Lok Sabha

Speaker Shivraj Patil pulied in the other direction with his contro-
versial ruling about “split” being a continuous phenomenon
rather than a one-time affair. The view taken by Mr Patil created
more room for those wanting to shake off their affiliation since
they could violate the party whip or stage defection even before
they had touched the one-third mark.

It helped the Rao government by legalising a split in Janata Dal,
and was criticised by the BJPand others. Justa . *w years later, the
orecedent was invoked by Mr Tripathi to help e Kalyan Singh

government when he legalised a dlipultd}hu 1the BSP.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW/NEW DELHI, Nov. 9.
— Farce overtook the run-up to
the Uttar Pradesh Rajya Sabha
elections today, with all the ingre-
dients in place since the morning.
There was drama and confusion
about the eligibility of the BJP
rebels-backed candidate, arms-
dealer Mr Suresh ‘BMW’ Nanda;
his self-proclaimed “withdrawal”
from the race after allegedly being
roughed up in the office of the As-
sembly Secretary; and the Election
Commission staying the scrutiny
of nomination papers. Ten Upper
House seats from the state will go
to the biennial elections and one
for by-election on 18 November.
Mr Nanda announced his “with-
drawal” later this evening, leaving
‘10 candidates for 10 seats. The As-
sembly secretary in Lucknow, Mr
RP Pandey, who is also returning
officer, said Mr Nanda had submit-
ted his withdrawal from the bienni-
al and by-election, in the proper
proforma. But this cannot be de-
clared officially till the scrutiny was
completed. The RO earlier had
sought had reasons for the objec-
tions to Mr Suresh’s candidature.

-

The UP administration and EC
were at odds throughout the day
over certain claims that Mr Nanda
had made. The administration
charged him with forgery and a
case has been registered under the
provisions of Section 420 of IPC at
the Kavi Nagar PS, Ghaziabad.

Mr Nanda had been accused by
officials for having used unfair
means to get his name registered
in the electoral list. However the
EC, after an inquiry, decided that
the entry of Mr Nanda’s name in
the rolls was “correct” and the can-
cellation by the district adminis-
tration was “wrong”. The EC has
also cleared the way for taking cog-
nisance of Mr Nanda’s withdraw-
ing the nomination papers.

In what turned out to be the cli-
max, at the time of scrutiny in the
Assembly today, the arms-dealer —
often criticised for using ‘money
power to enter politics — got a
taste of ‘muscle power’ when he was
reportedly heckled by some MLAs
present. But later he denied anyth-
ing “ungentlemanly” had occurred.

Mr Nanda’s name was included in
the voters’ list during a recent drive
for revising electoral rolls in UP. In
the records, he was shown as resi-

P
Case under Section 420 filed against BJP rebels’ candidate

.Nanda ‘quits’
+RS poll fray

dent of KG-94, Kavi Nagar, Ghazia-
bad, a property owned by a certain
Mr Satish Goel. To enlist his name, a
voter has to make a declaration that
he is ordinarily a resident of that
area. Ifhe is a tenant, then the own-
er of the property has to counter-
sign his claim. On the basis of such
certification, a voter’s certificate
was issued to Mr Nanda, which he
used to file his nomination. When |
objections were raised about this, |
it was referred to the district ad- |
ministration for verification. - ‘

Local officials told the district
magistrate that Mr Nanda is not a
resident at the address furnished.
The SDM (Sadar) was then asked
to inquire. Mr Satish Goel’s wife
told the SDM that she never signed
any paper claiming Mr Nanda to be
a tenant, and claimed the signa-
ture was forged. On the basis of
this an FIR was registered.

Mr Nanda’s withdrawal obviates
the need for a contest and brings
relief to the BJP-BSP combine. As
candidates took to celebration, Mr
Pandey said scrutiny could not be
carried out because Mr Nanda had
complained that “vested interests”
were keen to oust him from the race.

H Another report on page 10
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—LALJI TANDON OFFERS TO STEP DOWN

/

BSP suspends MLA
|, for dissidence’.-

LUCKNOW, NQV. 7. Ahead of the
Rajya Sabhapolls, the ruling Ba-
hujan Samaj Party in Uttar Pra-
desh suspended one of its MLAs
for raising the banner of revolt
even as Lalji Tandon made a
conditional offer to step down
as the BJP Legislature Party
leader to meet a main demand
of the party rebels.

The BSP MLA, Jai Prakash Ya-
dav, revolted against the party
leader and Chief Minister, May-
awati, accusing her of function-
ing in a “dictatorial” manner
and was promptly suspended
from the party. Besides, police
have filed two cases against
him.

Mr. Yadav aired his views to
the Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, whom he met along
with the rebel BJP legislator, Ra-
vindra Pundir. In a memoran-
dum to the Governor, he
demanded the convening of a
special session of the Assembly
for a trial of strength for the
Mayawati Ministry and alleged
he was being “victimised” by
the Government for raising the
banner of revolt.

Mr. Yadav said resentment
was brewing in the BSP and Mr.
Pundir claimed that about 50
BSP MIAs were “fed up” with

Ms. Mayawati’s leadership and
were ready to join rebel ranks.

Later talking to newspersons,
he said a case was filed against
him at the Gola police station
after he reached late at a BSP
meeting convened by Ms. May-
awati recently.

“The Chief Minister got angry
with me as I reached late at the
meeting and a fake case was fil-
ed against me at her behest,” he
said.

Mr. Yadav said that although
the Governor had not given him
any assurance, he had conveyed
to him that the present Govern-
ment was working in an “un-
democratic and
unconstitutional manner and
victimising all those expressing
their views against it”.

Interestingly, the rebel BSP
legislator and the BJP dissident
were accompanied to the Raj
Bhavan by Samajwadi Party
workers and at least one legisla-
tor, but they did not go inside to
meet the Governor.

No dissidence: Mayawati

Meanwhile, talking to report-
ers in New Delhi, Ms. Mayawati
denied there was any dissidence
in the BSP and said cases were
filed against Mr. Yadav follow-

Personal ambition BJP’s
greatest weakness: Advani

BHIWAN! (HARYANA), NOV. 7. In an
apparent reference to the politi-
cal developments in Uttar Pra-
desh, the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, today said
“personal ambition” had be-
come the BJP’s greatest weak-
ness and asked the party leaders
and activists to ensure that their
conduct and utterances were
above board.

The BJP had dreamt of plac-
ing India at the forefront of the
comity of nations and eliminat-
ing poverty and unemploy-
ment. But “personal ambition
has become our greatest weak-
ness. Unless we control it, we
will not be able to do what we
want to,” he said.

Addressing party workers
here prior to inaugurating the
51st All-India Police Games, Mr.
Advani cautioned tfe activists
that people “do-fiot ignore our
" and “more than

work, it is our conduct and be-
haviour that matters most”.

“The country has great ex-
pectations from us. Even a com-
mon activist’s voice is identified
with the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee. Hence, there
should be no shortcoming in
our conduct or behaviour.” —
PTI

CHE HIND_

ing complaints from people in }
his constituency that he had .‘
held out physical threats. ‘

“It is true that Mr. Yadav has \
joined the BJP rebels... But my | }
Government would not spare
anyone, including party MLA or
MPs, if they indulge in unlawful
activities,” she said.

She said she had received
complaints against Mr. Yadav
from various sections following
which FIRs were filed against
him. ]

“To save himself from arrest, |
Mr. Yadav is now trying to asso-
ciate himself with rebels.”

On the candidature for the
Rajya Sabha seat which fell va-
cant following the resignation
of T.N. Chaturvedi, she said it
was a BJP seat and her party
would extend support to any
candidate fielded by the coali-
tion partner.

Striking a conciliatory tone, |
Mr. Tandon offered to resign |
from the post of leader of the |
BJP legislature party provided
the rebel legislators dropped
their other demands and re-
turned to the party fold. “I have |
no craze for any post, be it the 1
leader of the legislature party or {

|
r

any ministerial berth in the
Government. If my stepping
down can save the party from
the on-going stand-off, I would
be too happy to quit.”

High command will
decide: Katiyar

The Uttar Pradesh BJP chief, '
Vinay Katiyar, said it was up to
the party high command to de-
cide about the demand of dis-
sident party legislators for
removal of Mr. Tandon and the
State leadership would be guid- |
ed by the same.

Reacting to Mr. Tandon’s of-
fer to resign, he said “we are not
in a position to take any such
decision unless directed by the
central leadership in the pre-
vailing situation”.

Rebels to field candidate

The BJP dissidents would put
up a candidate for the Novem-
ber 18 Rajya Sabha polis and the
name would be announced to-
morrow, the jailed rebel inde-
pendent MLA, Dhananjay
Singh, said in Farrukhabad. He
made the announcement after a
30-minute meeting with the Sa-
majwadi Party chief, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, and the general
secretary, Amar Singh. — PTI




'MURDER OF DEMOCRACY, SAYS SAMAJWADI PARTY

__Two Independent MLAs

By\!.P. Shukla
| LUCKNOW, NOV. 3. In a dramatic
turn to the political develop-
. ments in Uttar Pradesh, two in-
| dependent MLAs, Raghuraj
Pratap Singh alias ‘Raja Bhaiy-
ya' and Dhananjay Singh, were
arrested today for allegedly in-
timidating a BJP legislator, Pu-
ran Singh Bundela, who had on
Saturday announced his inten-
tion of leaving the dissidents
and going back to the party fold.

In his FIR at the Cantonment
police station here, Mr. Bundela
alleged that two MLAs had
threatened him yesterday of
dire consequences for retract-
ing his decision to remain with
the BJP dissidents. Police raided
the residential premises of the
MILAs early today and took
them into custody. (A PTI report
said the duo were produced in
court and had been remanded
to judicial custody till Novem-
ber 8. The Gangster Act was also
slapped on them.)

Mr. Raghuraj and Mr. Dha-
nanjay were among the seven
independent MLAs who had
met the Governor, Vishu Kant
Shastri, last month to inform
him about withdrawing support
to the Government headed by
the Bahujan Samaj Party leader,
Mayawati.

Talking to newspersons out-
side the court, the MLAs alleged
that the charges levelled against
them were false and claimed
, that they were being victimised
by the Mayawati Government
for political reasons. The Chief
Minister was trying to remain in
power by coercing MLAs to sup-
port her Government but they
would not be cowed down, they
added. As the news of the arrest

i
|
\

Raghuraj Pratap Singh

broke, groups of Samajwadi
Party workers rushed to stage a
demonstration at the residence
of the Senior Superintendent of
Police. The workers raised slo-
gans and said “it was a murder
of democracy”.

A group of SP leaders, led by
the principal general secretary,
Shivpal Singh Yadav, called on
the Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, to apprise him of the
“undemocratic arrests”.

They handed over a memo-
randum urging him “to stop the
victimisation of the Opposition
legislators”. Four dissident BJP
MILAs, including Ganga Bhakt
Singh and Ramashish Rai, sep-
arately met Mr. Shastri to reit-
erate that the Government was
“victimising its opponents”,
which should be immediately
stopped.

The SP leader, Amar Singh,
told presspersons later-that the
arrest of the MLAs “was a con-
spiracy hatched by the Govern-
ment. Those who were in power
were involved in this heinous

HE HINDL

w4, arrested in U.P.

action with the only objective of
saving the Mayawati Govern-
ment.” He alleged that the Gov-
ernor “was not behaving as a
constitutional authority but as
an RSS activist”. He reiterated
that his party enjoyed the sup-
port of a majority of the MLAs
and should be invited to form a
government.

Meanwhile, reports said the
BJP leadership had succeeded
in winning back some MLAs
from the dissident camp. Be-
sides Puran Singh Bundela,
three others — Awadh Pal
Singh, Shiva Kant Ojha and Ra-
vindra Pundir — today said they
had “no plans” of joining any
breakaway group. Their fight
was from within the BJP as loyal
members of the organisation.
Party sources expressed the
hope that the number of dis-
sidents would come down fur-
ther in the next few days.

Mayawati defends move

PTI reports:

Ms. Mayawati, in a state-
ment, denied that the police ac-
tion was “politically motivated”
and said the MLAs had been
proseeuted under the provi-
sions of the law. “No one will be
allowed take the law into his
hands,” she said.

She said the duo was trying to
destabilise the Government “by
threatening other legislators
with muscle power” but so far
none had come forward to
lodge a police report against
them.

“Both the legislators have
been involved in criminal acts
for a long time and have been
avoiding punishment by threat-
ening witnesses,” she said, add-
ing that action could not be
taken against them due to their
political and criminal influence.

The statement said that 16
cases of murder, attempt to
murder, extortion, theft, threat-
ening and kidnapping were
pending against Mr. Raghuraj
while 22 cases of a similar na-
ture were pending against Mr.
Dhananjay.

‘False cases’: Page 11
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LUCKNOW, Nov. 2. The Uttar Pija-
desh Chief Minister, Mayawati,

By J.P. Shukla

. today rejected the demand of

the State BJP rebels and leaders
of the Samajwadi Party to sum-
mon a special session of the As-
sembly to test the majority of
the State Government on the
floor of the House.

“There is no danger to my
Government and it would serve
the full five years in office. Also
there is no need to call an As-
sembly session at this stage,”

i she told newspersons on the
i completion of six months in of-

fice by her Government,
Ms. Mayawati said the Samaj-

! wadi Party leader, Mulayam

+ Singh Yadav, had been opposed

to her government ever since
the last elections. First, his party
doubted the majority of her
Government immediately after
she had taken the oath. When
the majority was proved in the
Assembly during the vote of
confidence, they raised the is-
sue again. The Government
won the trust of the Assembly
for a second time during the
budget session. There was noth-
ing new for the SP to raise ques-
tions about the majority once

ain and the efforts were
meaningless.

She said the Congress presi-

‘No da?

dent, Sonia Gandhi, had rightly
ignored the requests of Mr. Ya-
dav as he had the habit of “de-
ceiving any party that came to
his help”. Ms. Gandhi's deci-
sion was based on the principle
of “tit for tat” as Mr. Yadav had
done the same to her when she
had wanted his support to her
claim for Prime Ministership af-
ter the fall of the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment in 1999.

Describing the dissidence in
the BJP, her coalition partner, as
an internal matter of that party,
she said minor differences
erupted from time to time in ev-
ery party. The BJP develop-
ments should be viewed in that
light and would subside in due
course. But that did not mean
that there was any threat to her
Government.

She denied she had differenc-
es with the BJP general secre-

ger to my Govt.

tary, Rajnath Singh, whosl,/
favourites are in the vanguard
of the dissident activity in the
party. Whatever misgivings
were there had been resolved
before the coalition Govern-
ment was installed in the State.

To a question whether she
had opposed the inclusion of an
independent MLA, Raghuraj
Pratap Singh, in her Ministry,
Ms. Mayawati said that nomi-
nating Ministers from the BJP
quota had been entirely left to
the party leaders. It was for the
BJP to decide whether to in-
clude Mr. Singh and she had
never opposed the idea.

She also rejected the allega-
tions that palice action had
been initiated against some in-
dependent MLAs for political
reasons. There was no political
motive behind these actions
and palice were only investigat-
ing cases registered in the past.

Ms. Mayawati alleged that
Mr. Yadav was trying to “pur-
chase MLAs to topple her Gov-
ernment”. However, all the
allurements had been rejected.
The Samajwadi Party’s claim of
support of 204 MLAs was base-
less. If 37 BJP MLAs supported
the SP as claimed by the party
leader, Amar Singh, how was it
that they did not write to the
Governor expressing their sup-

port to SP, she asked.




WE HAVE THE SUPPORT OF 204 MLAS’

. Samajwadi Party stakes
%lalm to form Govt. in U.P.

By . P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, NOV. 1. The Samajwadi
Party today demanded the dis-
missal of the Uttar Pradesh
Government led by Mayawati
on the ground that she had lost
majority in the State Assembly.
The party simultaneously
staked its claim to form an al-
ternative government, asserting
that it had the support of 204
MLAs in the 403-member
House.

The legislators of the Samaj-
wadi Party, led by the party gen-
eral secretary, Amar Singh,
drove to the Raj Bhavan around
noon and called on the Gover-
nor, Vishnu Kant Shastri. They
told the Governor that after the
12 BJP MILAs expressed their
lack of confidence in the May-
awati Government on Thurs-
day, she ceased to enjoy the
support of a majority in the As-
sembly. The Samajwadi Party
claimed that it had the support
of 204 legislators, including that
of 142 of its own MLAs, 11 inde-
pendents and 37 Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party rebels. Besides,
legislators belonging to the Ap-
na Dal (3), the Rashtriya Kranti
Party (4), the CPI-M (2), the Na-
tional Loktantrik Party (1), the
Samajwadi Janata Party (1), the
Janata Party (1), the Rashtriya
Parivartan Dal (1) and one un-
attached member had also ex-
tended their support.

Emerging from the Raj Bha-
van, Mr. Singh told pressper-
sons that the names of the
Congress MLAs had not been
included in the list of support-
ers. He, however, added that
getting the Congress to support
the Samajwadi Party would be
no problem. Mr. Singh hoped
that the Governor would act in
an impartial manner and accept
his claim to dismiss Ms. May-
awati. He recalled that in a simi-
lar situation in the past, his
party government headed by
Mulayam Singh Yadav.was dis-
missed without having been al-
lowed to prove its majority on

*

A Samajwadl Party delegatlon submittlng a memorandum to the Uttar Pradesh
Governor, Vishnu Kant Shastri, demanding the dismissal of the Mayawatl Government,
in Lucknow on Friday. — Photo: Subir Roy

the floor of the Assembly. Ms.
Mayawati's dismissal, would,
therefore, be equally logical.
He objected to threats that
the Assembly could be dis-
solved, necessitating fresh elec-
tions in the event of the fall of
the Mayawati Government, Ms.
Mayawati had lost her majority
and could not recommend dis-
solution of the Assembly..

B—JP rebels warned
of disqualification

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, Nov. 1. The Bharatiya
Janata Party today threatened to
use the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution (the anti-defection
law) as a weapon of last resort
against its rebellious MLAs in
Uttar Pradesh and prevent the

tottering Mayawati Govern-
ment from falling.
Meanwhile, the Congress

continued to hold its cards close
to its chest despite fervent pleas
by the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) that it spell out its
stand clearly. The party contin-
ued to maintain that it would
take the “appropriate decision

at the appropriate time”.

After a meeting of the BJP’s
central election committee at
the residence of the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
which considered the party
nominations for the Rajya Sab-
ha, the top party brass went into
a huddle to discuss the Uttar
Pradesh developments.

The party president, Ven-
kaiah Naidu, today did not rule
out disqualification as a weap-
on. He indicated that what had
happened in  Maharashtra
(where some MLAs were dis-
qualified by the Speaker for go-
ing to the Governor to withdraw
support to their own Govern-
ment) could happen in Uttar
Pradesh. The BJP senior general
secretary, Arun Jaitley, stated
categorically: “The develop-
ments attract the Tenth Sched-
ule.” But no one in the party
was willing to say how soon
such an action might be taken
against the rebels.

Mr. Advani has also acknowl-
edged that the developments
are a source of acute embarrass-
ment to the party which has of-
ten claimed to be disciplined.
Mr. Advani admitted in Hydera-
bad yesterday that the U.P. im-
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broglio had dented the party's
image.

The CPI(M) today said the
BSP-BJP coalition Government
had been reduced to a minority .
and had lost the right to contin- |
ue in office. Addressing a press |
conference, the paity general '
secretary, Harkishan Singh Sur- '
jeet, charged the BSP-BJP with ,
continuing to cling to power.

Mr. Surjeet favoured an early |
Assembly session to test the
majority of the Government and ;
disapproved of the ruling coali- ,
tion’s threat to dissolve the As-
sembly.

In the Congress camp, Mr,
Motilal Vora, AICC general sec-
retary in-charge of U.P., held a
series of party meetings here
and was also in continual touch
with the State unit. For the mo-
ment though, the maximum
that the party spokesperson,
Anand Sharma, was prepared to
say wag that the party would

“welcome” a special session of |
the Assembly to test the
strength of the Mayawati Gov- |
ernment “if the Governor so de-
cides”. And naturally, if there !
was a test of strength, the Con- |
gress would vote against the |
Government.



e REVOLT IN U.P. BJP TAKES SURPRISE TURN |~

12 MLAs urge Governor to

1% convene spe

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, OCT. 31. In a develop-
ment that took the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party by surprise, 12 of its
MLAs today claimed they had
withdrawn support to the coali-
tion government headed by
Mayawati in Uttar Pradesh,
even as the BJP leadership was
weighing the pros and cons of
the steps that it could take to
deal with the crisis.

The dissident BJP MILAs,
along with a number of MLCs
and independents, drove to the
Raj Bhavan this evening, even
as the State BJP coordination
committee was discussing with
the former party president,
Kushabhau Thakre, the strategy
to deal with dissidence.

The dissidents met the Gov-
ernot, Vishnu Kant Shastri, to
inform him of what they called
“their decision to withdraw sup-
port to the BJP-BSP coalition
Government” and seek the im-
mediate summoning of an As-
sembly session to test the
party’s majority on the floor of
the House. They claimed that
the total number of dissident
MILAs in the BJP was 20.

No talk of withdrawal
of support: Governor

(However, according to PTI,
the Governor tonight said in a
communiqué that the MLAs
who met him did not talk of
withdrawal of support. When
asked by the Governor, they al-
so did not mention about “the
Government losing its majori-
ty”, according to the communi-
qué. They only demanded the
restoration of democratic con-
ventions and adherence to con-
stitutional norms, it said.)

The State BJP leadership was
taken aback by the quick devel-
opments in the dissidents’
camp and appeared ill-pre-
pared for the crisis. Even as the
dissidents were ringing up re-
porters asking them to reach the
Raj Bhavan to witness the dra-
ma of the withdrawal of sup-
port, the State BJP chief, Vinay

Katiyar, appealed to them to
come back to the party-fold.

After two-hour long deliber-
ations, the BJP coordination
committee decided to take ac-
tion against only one MLA, Ko-
vid Kumar Singh, by
suspending him from the party,
in the hope that good sense
would prevail on the others.
Within minutes, they realised
that  their  hopes  were
misplaced.

Reacting to the withdrawal of
support, Mr. Katiyar said there
certainly was a crisis in the par-
ty, but the dissidents were not
in a position to topple the Gov-
ernment. Taking a technical
view of the situation, he said the
BJP had 88 members in the As-
sembly and a total of 29 mem-
bers were needed to cause a
split in its legislature group.

Talking to newspersons after
coming out of the Governor’s
chamber, Kovid Kumar Singh,
said they had told Mr. Shastri
that the coalition Government
had now lost every right to rule.
Ministers, he alleged, were loot-
ing public money and Opposi-

THE HINDG

The rebel BJP‘MLAs ith the Uttar Pradesh Governor, Vishnu Kant stri, in Lucknow on

Thursday. — Photo: Subir Roy

tion legislators were being
victimised for political reasons.
The Government should go im-
mediately and a new one should
be formed. The Governor had
assured them of proper action
on their demand.

The dissidence in the BJP in
the wake of the last expansion
of the Mayawati Ministry seems
to have ushered in a new era of
political instability in the coun-
try’s most populous State.

The Samajwadi Party has
been waiting in the wings to
form its own government with
the help of the Congress, BJP
dissidents and independent
MLAs.

The question is if the anti-de-

_fection law is applicable to the
BJP dissidents. They say that it
is not as they have not defied
the party whip in the Assembly.

From the Government’s
point of view, technically it
might still be enjoying a major-
ity but in terms of sheer num-
bers it no longer has the support
of a majority MLAs.

The development is also a di-
rect attack on th/epgstige of the

cial session”

Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, whose “nominee”, Lalji
Tandon, is the target of the dis-
sidents’ ire.

They blamed Mr. Tandon for
the party’s woes by creating im-
balances in the selection of BJP
Ministers in the Mayawati
Government.

The developments have also
come as a jolt to the BJP general
secretary, Rajnath Singh, whose
favourites are among the dis-
sidents. Most of them are Tha-
kur by caste. He had pleaded
with the high command for a
soft approach towards the re-
bels. All that has now become «
thing of the past.

According to Kovid Kumar
Singh, those who have with-
drawn support to the Govern-
ment are: Chandra Kant Mani
Singh, Ram Pratap Singh, Daya
Shanker Verma, Anil Verma,
Sarvesh Singh, Ravindra Pundir,
Narendra Sisodia, Puran Singh
Bundela, Indradeo Singh, May-
ankeshwar Singh and Anil Ku-
mar Paswan besides Kovid
Kumar Singh himself.

Body blow to BJP: Page 11

1Ny cwe



Lid— o[y paaoad sisuo o
JAJOS 01 suonenodau ji ysapeiy
TeN[] Ul Swapissp 2yl isuede
Ussel aq M ,uonde pausop,
pres Aepsaupapy uo nyoy g0
utuIwod Aeuridosp euoneu
S.dId JO ueuureyd ‘epurys uj

"ansst Ay
IAJ0SAT 01 PI B UL I3YLNG paddold
O1SIAILINP $,014BU L MOJJO] Mou
pmom oy pies ysuis yieufey
"s1opea) Aued Jotuas e o Junyel
910J0q NSS! A} UO WIUNLOD 0]
uonisod e ui Jou sem ay 1ey Su
-A®s e1paw ay; 01 yje1 0) pasnyaz
Y3uis yreuley 1ay5e pueuruod
udg drg jo ueunuiod puonas
A1 OB, ‘PALIUOI UIYAL
SIuAp
“1SSIp 9yl gum pey Apeasje pey
SY SY[B1 oyl Jo uny pasudde oym
y3uis yieufey 1aw 3 eU L S[gal
Y1 132w Jou pIp N, Ing ﬁ@u

et

ol

-peap Arred d1es sopuas yim squy
“oow ateredss ppay pue wa)qod
2Yl 10 110s 01 uoowaye Aep
“SOUPIM UO 23N PIALLIE IRy L
OBYQRUSIY I ‘d[Iymueaty
‘19ped]
SI JO 28ueyd 10] puewap a1 1a
~PISUOD 01 pAtaAUOD oq [jim Aped
Sanepstdal drg Jo Sunaaur e eyl
sionodar wouy uonsanb e o) Ald
“a1 Ul Aepsaupap uo pres ‘sjagau
UL Yim syfes play Apeaie pey
oym Y3uig yieuley 1apedy 4oy
T01Uas A[3unssmiur -siuapissip
Yl Isutese dudel |, wresuoys,
SAUSWUIIACS emeARW puiyaq
2q 01 uopuey, pavadsns 3y pres
pue s»e s|qisuodsad, 1ay) Aq
Aired a1 o1 a8ewzep Jqeredar
-1, duisned 10§ way Surueyq
Tedney pue uopuep Isuede
OAleS gsayy pa1y ySws 1yeyq
eduen  senuod  Ag ueAney

%ﬁ

Aeulp oty drg pue uopuey, et
fopeay Aued aanyejsiga) gn 10§
Butuung siuapissip ay1 jo puetu
-ap A9y e ‘diystapea) Aured a1eps
30 38ueyd 1o paqu Asprer
"AIBSS2O0U J1 ‘spudtue
SPBW pue (Y3u1s Jewy 1opeaj 4g
Yim 3unasur sppgal o1 AU

DVAD DNIAVS IYNVH]

e) stusuoddo [eonod ynm ,guiq
-qouqoy, 1Lyl pawedxa 4a
Jispgarayisutede uotsuadsns jo
UOLEI0AI 1apIsuod pinod Aued
41 1B [Y1a MaN Ul pres oym
Asprer unuy Are1anas [eIaua8
drg o1 asuodsar ydnoy e se uaas
SI9M SYIPWIAL SIH “uoisuadsns jo
uonex0as11aye Auo es pjnom
diys1opesy jenuad Apied UL Yim
Sje1 1ey parsisun yBuig iy
‘presay ‘A
-1ed sy ut arewagers A durpua
10y an3ojetp Jo ssavoad ayy 1aes
01 13p10 Ut payoaax uoisuadsns
Aw Funiag 105 A90j0de ue Suuap
-U9] I9pISUOd U243 Jouued 1,
1.y ysisewey
pue wry jsutede uorsuadsns jo
[EMe1pyIm 10} A3ojode ue Supiap
~Ua130 uonsanb ou sem azay 1ey
2day s1auodar pjor ySurs 1yeyg
e3uBD 13pesy drg uaprssiq

‘uondo
Ue Se PaIapIsuod 8uiaq sem yuaw
-WIA0S nemedepy ayn o) oddns
Jo [emeIpyim eyl s1aL1odas poy
191e] pue wiseyg uey nuysip
10U19A08 91615 19U ‘oY Ysisetrey
pue y3uis 1yeyg eduen sIaped)
papuadsns 12y Supnpur ‘si0)
-BISI39] dLd [3921 N0y 1583] 1y
310AI 2} pU 03 SLOJ2 ySal] 10]
SeYJ, neyqeysnuyy| 1apeaj 10)
-U9s paysn puewwod ydry 4rg
Y1 SB U2AJ SIdpeay Itay 1suiede
Sased pue uorsuadsns jo uoned
~OAI I0] LINISI Ul DNPUOD 1Y)
0] A8orode o Guinua S[9Qa1 yim
W3 Aepsaupapt uo pauadaap
diyszapesy Aued ay) pue
usapeld Ienn ur suuapissip
dlg Udamiaq jo-puess g

¥|ODo0s
mowpnT

SD[BY, ‘U0 JJopuess 4y

uoisuadsns jo uone

D0AY 3\2:&/#& Ul pnpuo) sisy) 104 Aojody Ing Iy S19434 dfg .~

|
|
|

I
|
|



Mulayam secks

1]

Sonia’s support
to oust Mayawati

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The volatile po-
litical situation in Uttar
Pradesh took an unexpected
sharp turn on Sunday when
Samajwadi Party chief Mu
lavam Singh Yadav met Con-
gress president Sonia Gand-
hi and sought her help to top-
ple the Mavawati govern-
ment.

Accompanied by his party
colleague Amar Singh and
CPM general secretary Hark-
ishen Singh Surjeet. Mr Mu-
layam Singh told Sonia that
the backing of the 25 Con-
gress MLAs in the state as-
sembly would be crucial in
replacing the BSP-BJP coali-
tion government in Uttar
Pradesh.

The numerically precari-
ous coalition government
had received the first intima-
tion of change when a group
of eight independent MLAs
informed governor Vish-
nukant Shastri of their deci-
sion to withdraw support
from the government a few
days ago.

Since then, the Mulayam-
Amar Singh duo had pulled
out all stops to muster the
numbers for an alternative
arrangement.

During the 40-minute
meeting with Sonia, they
tried to impress upon her the
need to oust the Mayawati

government in the “overall
national interest”.

While Mr Surjeet pleaded
the case on behalf of the SP.
Manmohan Singh assisted
the Congress president dur-
ing the talks.

“We explained the UP situ-
ation and its implications for
the whole country,” Surjeet
told TNN later. He said theyv
had tried to convince Ms
Gandhi that removal of the
BSP-BJP government would
deal a big blow to the “com-
munal forces”. Mr Amar
Singh said they had been as-
sured by Ms Gandhi that the
Congress decision about the
alternate government would
be communicated to them in
the next few days.

Though the Congress pres-
ident did not give any cate-
gorical assurance, her visi
tors got the impression that
it would be difficult for her

not to back a bid to get rid of

the Mavawati government.
Desperate to get back to pow-
er after its inability to form
the government following the
assembly polls early this
year, the SP had wooed the
Congress for the past few
months.

It had shed much of its
anti-Congress venom and in
fact, held out the sop of coop-
erating with the main oppo-
sition party in the coming
Gujarat elections.
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0. BJP SUSPENDS DISSIDENT MLC

Crlgls as 8 independent MLAs
withdraw support to U.P. Gowt.

LUCKNOW, OCT. 25, The BSP-BJP
coalition government in Uttar
Pradesh tonight faced a crisis
with eight independent MLAs
withdrawing support, bringing
its majority in the Legislative
Assembly down to a wafer-thin
margin.

As the BJP cracked the whip
and suspended the key disside-
nt legislator, Ramasish Rai,
MLC, eight independent MLAs,
who had been backing the May-
awati Government, tonight met
the Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, under the leadership of
Raghuraj Pratap Singh and
handed over to him a letter
withdrawing their support. Af-
ter today's developments, the
ruling coalition is left with a
strength of 206, just three more
than the halfway mark in a
House of 403.

Mr. Singh said the Governor
told them that if necessary he
would summon a special ses-
sion of the Assembly after as-

sessing the situation. As the
dramatic developments unfold-
ed in Lucknow, the Samajwadi
Party general secretary, Amar
Singh, said in New Delhi that
the party chief, Mulayam Singh
Yadav, and the CPI(M) general
Secretary, Harkishan Singh Sur-
jeet, “may meet”’ the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, to elic-
it her party’s support for a pos-
sible alternative Government in
Uttar Pradesh.

“I am already in touch with
Congress leaders Natwar Singh
and Kamal Nath and will meet
Motilal Vora tomorrow,” he
said adding that a request for an
appointment with Ms. Gandhi
had been left at her 10 Janpath
residence,

Today’s events capped week-
long rumblings in the BJP legis-
lature party following the Cabi-
net expansion undertaken by
Ms. Mayawati.

The BJP legislators who could
not make it to the Ministry and

those who did not get plum
portfolios raised the banner of
protest and were even refused
audience by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, who was
in Lucknow last Sunday.

Asked if the dissidents would
take the support of the SP, Mr.
Rai, a member of the Legislative
Council and spokesman of the
“Save BJP Committee” formed
by the rebels, said that “if the SP
lends us a helping hand, we will
respond positively.”

Contradicting Mr. Amar
Singh, the U.P. BJP president,
Vinay Katiyar, claimed that
there was no threat to the May-
awati Government which en-
joyed the support of 214 MLAs.

However, another senior BJP
leader, Lalji Tandon, said that i€
something more happened or.
these lines (independent MLAs
withdrawing support) ‘‘then the
State will move towards a mid-
term poll.”” — PTI

See also Page 12



~Fringe groups turn
heat on Ma

YOGESH VAJPEY1 ()

Lucknow, Oct. 21: With 11 of
the 12 Independent MLASs sup-
porting the BJP-BSP coalition
ready to switch sides and dissent
in the BJP and its allies increas-
ing, the stage seems set for
Samajwadi Party chief Mu-
layam Singh Yadav to start fish-
ing in Uttar Pradesh’s political
waters. .

“The only stumbling block
for the formation of an alterna-
tive government now is the atti-
tude the Congress adopts in the
game,” conceded one of the BJP
dissidents. He endorsed Samaj-
wadi general secretary Amar Si-
ngh’s line that Mulayam could
topple the Mayavati government
the moment Congress agreed to
support a coalition led by his
party.

Apprehensive that Mulayam
would try to poach Bahujan leg-
islators, chief minister Maya-
vati summoned a meeting of her
party today to boost its morale.
“There is no threat to my govern-
ment,” asserted the chief minis-
ter.

Although there are no overt
signs of trouble within the BSP,
discord is growing in the 88-
member BJP and the 14-member
Rashtriya Lok Dal (R1.D).

The saffron rebels, who had
formed a Save BJP Committee
yesterday after they failed-to
meet Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee during his curtailed
Lucknow visit, today faxed their
protest to him.

They iterated that if the
party was to be saved from “an-
nihilation”, the central leader-
ship should ask BJP ministersin
the Mayavati government to re-
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Mayavati

sign and extend only issue-based
support from outside.

The convener of the rebels’
forum, Ganga Bhakt Singh, said
after a meeting of party MLAs at
his residence that though no
deadline had been fixed for Vaj-
payee’s response, the rebels
would not wait indefinitely.

“We are meeting again on Oc-
tober 23 to decide our future
course of action,” he said, claim-
ing that 27 party MLAs and 10
MLCs had already joined the
rebel camp and their number
was rising every day.

The BJP rebels seemed un-
concerned about urban develop-
ment minister Lalji Tandon’s
call for a meeting of the party
MLAs. “We are not sure whether
we will attend or not,” their
spokesman Ramashees Rai said.

Former Uttar Pradesh minis-
ter Raghuraj Pratap Singh, alias
Raja Bhaiyya — who is leading
the group of disenchanted Inde-
pendent MLAs — confirmed that
some MLAs from the “Rashtriya
Lok Dal and other smaller
groups” were also unhappy with

ey

. Congress, which holds the bal-

t ]
the distribution of mi\t%
“We are trying to bring4ll of

them together,” he said.

Raja Bhaiyya has called a
meeting of the Independents
and fringe party legislators on
October 24. “When we supported
the ruling coalition, we had been
assured a place of honour. Now
that they have broken their
promise, we are ready to back
any party which recognises our
weight,” he said.

Political observers say a split
in the RLD legislature party -
whose senior leader Samarpal
Singh is sulking in the wings —-
could tilt the balance against the
BJP-BSP coalition, which had
secured 217 votes against the Op-
position’s 180 during the trial of
strength in May. ‘

. Two MLAs - the Samajwa- |
di's Vijay Misra and Indepen-
dent Mukhtar Ansari — who
could not participate in the last
confidence vote have no love lost
for Mayavati.

Even if half-a-dozen RLD leg-
islators and some fringe party
legislators join hands with the 11
Independent rebels, they could
push the coalition to the brink of
disaster in the next floor test in
the House with an affective
strength of 399.

In the midst of the rapidly
changing political equations, the

ance with 2¢6MLAs, is not willing
to reveal its cards. “It is for the
Congress president to respond to
Amar Singh’s plea, but we would
like to think twice before playing
ball with Mulayam in view of
our bitter experiences of work-
ing with him in the past,” the
party chief in Uttar Pradesh,
Arun Singh Munna, said. /




ﬁayavati
show ends’
in crush.

deaths ¢
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Lucknyw, Sept. 28: At least 12
people died on their way back
from Mayavati’s mega rally, at
which deputy Prime Minister
L.K. Advani shared the dais with
the BSP Big Two. Late tonight,
PTIput the toll at 16.

DIG Arun Kumar said three
persons were electrocuted while
sitting atop the overcrowded
Sadbhavana Express, while oth-
ers died in the ensuing stampede
at the Charbagh railway station.
“The toll may rise as we clear the
mess,” Kumar said.

Police and railway officials
said the stampede was caused by
people tripping over each other
while descending the stairs over
platform seven after news of the
electrocutions broke.

All the bodies have been re-
covered and four of them identi-
fied. Nearly 44 people were hurt.

Earlier, the police diverted all
traffic to ease the pressure on the
railway station, where two lakh
BSP workers were waiting for
trains to take them home.

At the rally, Advani praised

Mayavatifor her competent lead-
ership of the coalition govern-
nent in the state. Advani was
me of the BJP leaders let off the
100k when Mayavati decided not
.0 issue a fresh notification in
the Ayodhya demolition case.

Describing as “perverted”
those who had criticised Maya-
vati for inviting an Ayodhya ac-
cused to her rally, Advani said
the BJP would not ditch the
coalition “even if our party ac-
quires absolute majority in the
next Lok Sabha elections”.

Barring this brief reference,
neither Advani nor BSP leaders
Kanshi Ram and Mayavati
referred to the Ayodhya dispute.

The Samajwadi Party had °
slammed Mayavati for bailing
out Advani and then inviting
him to the rally, The party held
counter rallies in Lucknow and
other parts of the state.

The Ambedkar maidan,
where Mayavati’s rally was held,
was drenched in blue, the colour
of the BSP flag. The slogan that
filled the air was: “Backcha
bachcha Bheem ka, BSP ki team
ka” (Everyone is committed to
the cause of Bheem Rao Ambed-
kar.) Members of the minority
community stayed away.

M See Page 6
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§ BSP-BJP deal will be exposed:

\ LA

A Times NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES } l

New Delhi: Opposition parties said on Wednesday
they would use all possible
political and legal means to
. | expose the BSP-BJP “deal”
4 on the Babri masjid issue,
even as the CBI said it would
decide its next course of ac-
tion only after studying the

y affidavit filed by the UP gov-
ernment in the supreme court on Tuesday.

In its affidavit, the UP government had said that
there was no need to issue a fresh notification to con-
stitute a special court to try, among others, Union min-
isters L.K. Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi and Uma
Bharati in the demolition conspiracy case.

“We are yet to see the affidavit..only after studying
it in detail will we decide our future course of action,”
CBI director P.C. Sharma said on Wednesday. Stating
that the Congress would take political and legal meas-
ures to expose the BJP-BSP “deal”, party spokesman
Anand Sharma said the UP government’s decision
was tantamount to showing disrespect to the supreme

Oppn

court and was a deliberate subver & f the law.

“It is believed that there was a tacit understanding
at the time of government formation in UP that Ms
Mayawati would not issue a fresh notification though
she had demanded it while she was in the opposition,”
he alleged. Mr Sharma alleged that the three Union
ministers were “hiding behind technicalities” to es-
cape punishment for “crimes”, particularly after the
CBI had a sound case for prosecuting them. After
jaunching the prosecution almost a decade ago, the
state government could not shirk its responsibility
and “compromise the principle of natural justice with
political expediency”, he said.

The CPM politburo said in a statement: “It is obvi-
ous that Ms Mayawati has taken this decision under
pressure and (in) connivance (with) the BJP leaders to
save the BSP-BJP government in UP.”” The party ex-
pressed serious doubts about the fate of the case in the
absence of a special court. Deploring the decision, the
CP1 said: “It has thoroughly exposed the political op-
portunism of Ms Mayawati.”

The Nationalist Congress Party said the Mayawati
government’s decision was aimed at “benefiting” po-
litical heavyweights,

L




MAYAWATI WON T ISSUE NOTIFICATION

Special

f} \\ L ‘L{\,‘

ourt on’

Babari ruled out

Statesman News Service

LUCKNOW, Sept. 17. — Ms Mayawati
today refused to issue a fresh notification to
constitute a special court to try BJP leaders,
including Mr LK Advani, chargesheeted by
the CBI in the Babari Masjid demolition
case.

The Uttar Pradesh chief minister said
there was “no need or requirement” for a
special court and that the CBI could initiate
the case in “any competent ordinary court”.

Ms Mayawati’s decision has given Mr
Advani, Mr Murli Manohar Joshi, Miss
Uma Bharati and Mr
Kalyan Singh another
reprieve, and made the
BJP leadership happy.

She said the Congress
and the Samajwadi Party
had tried to gain by
raising the Ram Mandir
1ssue. “At the root of the

problem  were  the
Congress and  the
Samajwadi Party. The
BJP came into the

picture much later... Some anti-social
elements demolished the Babari Masjid
when the BJP was in power,” she said.

She told a press confercnce that an
affidavit was filed today in the Supreme
Court which had asked the state
government to communicate a decision in
the Babari case by 23 September.

The Lucknow bench of Allahabad High
Court in Feburary last year had ruled that the
statc government’s notification for the
constitution of a special court to try 21
persons in the case (no.198/92) was faulty
since the court’s concurrence had not been
taken. The court had left it to the discretion
of the state government to rectify the mistake.

The chief minister argued: ~“There is rule
of law in my regime. Everybody is equal
before law however tall or small he/she may

‘At the root of the problem

were the Congress and the

Samajwadi Party. The BJP

came into the picture later...

Some anti-social elements
demolished the Babari
Masijid when the BJP

was in power’

be. I am not in favour of constituting a
separate special court for any important
person. I would like the case to be filed in a
competent court. Since the matter was that
of Faizabad district it should be in an
ordinary court of Faizabad. If the CBI
wants, it could to do so at the Rae Bareli
special court, which was constituted by the
previous government. This decision has to
be taken by the CBI. There was no need for
a new notification”.

Special courts are generally constituted
to expedite a case but in the present case,
even after 10 years, it has not got going, she
said. The High Court’s declaration af the .
notification as faultg-
does not mean the end
of the criminal case.
“The CBI is free to act
within law to take a

proper decision,” Ms
Mayawati said. “The
government was of the
firm view that case

against those involved in
the criminal act must
continue.” She criticised
the CBI for not filing a
petition or appealing against the High
Court order in the Supreme Court.

Miss Mayawati was soft on the BJP and

said the BSP did not figure at all in the
Ayodhya affair.
Cong reaction: Lashing out at Miss
Mayawati’s decision, the Congress asked
her to issue a fresh notification to comply
with the Supreme Court direction. The
party may also explore legal options to take
her on, adds SNS from Delhi. Mr Pranab
Mukherjee said the decision was an open
challenge to the rule of law.

The BIP said the UP government had
done the “appropriate thing.” The party
spokesman, Mr Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi, said
the state government had thoroughly
examined all legal aspects and hoped that
the “issue is settled once and for all.”

18 567 20R.
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-, No need for special court on

{10
(
VB
By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, SEPT. 17. The Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister, May-
awati, today castigated her po-
litical adversaries for creating
“unnecessary noise” over issu-
ing a fresh notification in the
Babri Masjid demolition case
on the ground that this was nec-
essary to prosecute the Bharati-
ya Janata Party and Vishwa
Hindu Parishad leaders who
have since been discharged fol-
lowing an Allahabad High Court
judgment.

The State Government has
taken the stand that the trial of
the BJP and VHP leaders, in-
cluding the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, LK. Advani, and the
Union Minister for Human Re-
source Development, Murli Ma-

M

nohar Joshi, could continue
even without a fresh notifica-
tion being issued.

This trial could take place ei-
ther in a competent court in
Faizabad or the special court
constituted at Rae Bareli by the
then State Government during
the Governorship of Motilal Vo-
ra. The Government did not feel
the necessity for issuing a fresh
notification for the trial of the
accused in the special court in
Lucknow. Talking to newsper-
sons here after the State Gov-
ernment made its stand known
on the issue in the Supreme
Court during the day, Ms. May-
awati said the Government had
deliberated on the legal aspects
in great detail and arrived at the
conclusion that there was nei-
ther the necessity nor propriety

~INDUL

for constituting a special court
for trial of the accused.

“I want to make it clear that
there exists rule of law in my
Government and I am not in fa-
vour of constituting a special
court for the prosecution of
anyone, no matter how big or
small he is,” she said.

She accused both the Con-
gress and the Samajwadi Party
of fomenting the Ayodhya issue
for their “selfish political inter-
ests”. While the Congress was
responsible for opening the
locks of the disputed shrine in
1986 and allowing the “Shila-
nyas” for the proposed Ram
temple in 1989, the SP leader,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, “incited
communal feelings” to garner
the votes of Muslims who had
been annoyed with the Con-

m——

Ayodhya, says Mayawati

gress action. The BJP had come
to fish in the troubled waters
only later.

She said her Government's
stand was that the accused
should stand trial in the Babri
Masjid demolition case. The Al-
lahabad High Court had only re-
jected the notification issued by
the former Government during
the Motilal Vora regime to en-
able trial of the accused in the
special court in Lucknow on the
ground that the statutory per-
mission from the High Court
had not been taken before issu-
ing the notification. The effect
of the High Court judgment had
been that the Special Court in
Lucknow had lost the power to
try the accused. But this did not
mean that no court was empo-
wered to try the BJP and VHP
leaders involved in Case No.
198/92 relating to the Babri
Masjid demolition .

The State Government had
stated before the Supreme
Court that the CBI still had al-
ternatives to prosecute the ac-
cused and therefore there was !
no need to issue any fresh noti-
fication for their trial by the
Special Court in Lucknow. ‘

Ms. Mayawati accused the |
then Governor, Motilal Vora, of
issuing the faulty notification
against the advice of his own ,
adviser and without taking the !
high court’s permission, which
was necessary under the law. '
This notification was ultimately |
rejected by the high court.

The high court had, in its
judgment, said the CBI was free
to take further action in a com-
petent court. The rejection of '
the notification did not bring an
end to the case itself.

Ms. Mayawati pointed out
that the CBI had neither filed an
appeal nor a writ petition
against the high court judg-
ment. The decision to prosecute
the accused was now to be tak- |
en only by the CBL

Ve



. OFF THE HOOK .. -

~Mayawati will not issue fresh notificatign

HE Deputy Prime Minister, Mr L K Advani and\his two |
Cabinet colleagues Murli Manohar Joshi and Uma Bha-
rati are probably wishing that 23 September comes as qu%l -
kly as possible without anything souring relations with the !
BJP’s ally in UP, the BSP. The government led by Maya- .
wati has until that date to decide on a fresh notification to |
include the three Union ministers as accused in the Baba- °
ri Masjid demolition case. If they don't issue the notifica-
tion, the ministers are off the hook. The three ministers
were present at the site of the mosque on 6 December 1992,
encouraging the two lakh kar sevaks to bring the 400-year-
old mosque down. Uma Bharti was heard chanting through
the public address system “Ek dhaka aur do, Babari Masjid
tod do” as the mosque was attacked with picks and shovels.
Photographs of Joshi and Bharti embracing as the last
dome collapsed appeared in the press, but the BJP insists
. the ministers had nothing to do with the whole sorry spec-
- tacle. The ministers evaded the Special Court’s dates to be
present so that the charges could be officially framed for
- years with trivial excuses. At last they have a government
in place which they hope will lay the ghost finally.

One of the prime reasons for the BJP aligning with Maya-
wati, a difficult partner at the best of times, was to engi-
neer the quashing of the case. There was much opposition
to the alliance, particularly from the BJP state unit which
deals on a day to day basis with Mayawati’s arrogance, but
the party high command willed otherwise. The deal was
struck; Mayawati would not issue a fresh notification. She
is simply keeping her side of the bargain — justice and the
rule of law are subordinate to political machinations.
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<" U.P. will abide by

“court verdict on
Ayodhya: Mayawati |

By Our Staff Reporter :

W9 X v\/
NEW DELHI, JULY 7. The Uttar Pra- |

desh Chief MiYister, Mayawati,
today asserted that her Govern-
ment would abide by the court
verdict on the Ayodhya issue if
the groups concerned failed to
resolve the matter through
talks. ;
Addressing a rally in the cap-
ital organised by the Bahuhan
Samaj Party’s Delhi unit to felic-
itate her on becoming the Chief
Minister for the third time, she |
hoped that the two parties in- }
volved in the Ram Janmabhoo- |
mi-Babri Masjid dispute would
hold negotiations to find an am-
icable solution. “If that does not |
happen, my Government will
abide by the court verdict.” i
Justifying her party’s decision !
to join hands with the BJP to ‘
form the Government in U.P.,
the BSP general secretary who is |
also in-charge of the party’s !
|
|

Delhi unit said under the pre-
sent circumstances, it was the
best possible option. “During |
his recent Lucknow visit, the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj- |
payee, assured me of financial |
assistance, but till now nothing
has happened. If we fail to re- |
ceive help, it might take another (
two or three years to come out
of the financial crisis,” she said.
Dalits neglected: Page 11
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By Our Speci Correspondent

NEW DELHI MAY 25. The Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mayawati, today clarified
that the BSP-BJP alliance was
limited to the State and that
her party would contest’

elections on its own in other -

parts of the country.

Her remarks came during
an interaction with the
media on her first visit to t&e
capital after taking over as
Chief Minister.

Ms. Mayawatl however, ‘
promised to stick by the "
agreement reached with the’

BJP in Uttar Pradesh. She' ¥
JP in r Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: S.

would support whatever
action the NDA Government
took in dealing with the
situation on the border, and
on the question of the next
Presidential candidate.

She did not see much
contradiction in her
championing of the Dalit
cause and her opposition to
Narayanan'’s candidature for
a second term as President.
“Our agreement with the BJP
is that we will support them
on the question of the
election of President, the rest
is for my party to deal with,”
was her cryptic reply.

Ms. Mayawati defended

| her transfer policy and other
measures. She also launched

- The Uttar Rradesh Chief
. Minister, Mayawatl, addressing a5t to come to pow

a press conference in New

Arneja

a diatribe against her bete
noire, the Samajwadi Party
leader, Mulayam Singh
Yadav. The “large-scale
transfers” were effected to
tone up administration. “Let
anybody prove that it was
done for monetary
considerations and I will quit
politics,” she said.

The Chief Minister said
that she was not favouring
officers of her caste, as

and gave figures to
substantiate her claim that
most of the new officers
given plum postings were
from the upper castes.

- defect to my side;”

lliance limited to U. P
( says Mayawatiw-°

She also accused Mr.
Yadav of trying to destabilise
her Government by
pressuring the 14 Muslim
MLAs in her party to defect
on the question of her
aligning with the BJP. “The
manner in which he is

. appealing to their religious

sentiments may compel the
Hindu MLas i in his party to

she said
and came down hard on the

* SP chief for aceusing her of

misusing the Harijjan Act.

She said Mr.#! vdmd
taken the BJP’s het Tin the
‘ lll’h e
BJP is communal A it

supports me, but when Mr.
Yadav takes 1ts help to
become a Minister as he did
in 1977 or the: Chief Minister
in 1989, then it is'not
communal,” she said.
Meanwhile, Ms.
Mayawati’s refusal to back
Mr. Narayanan was criticised
by the Dalit leader, Udit Raj,
who is about to launch a
new Dalit-Muslim party. He
accused her of betraying the
interests of Dalits and siding

- with communal forces. “The
alleged by her opponents . »

BSP was formed as a party
for the Dalits, of the Dalits
and by the Dalits, today she
is supporting the communal

forces against an W

Dalit,” he said.
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LUCKNOW, May 12. — The
BSP and the BJP have reached an
understanding for the forthcom-
ing by-elections to one Lok Sabha
and three Assembly seats later
this month, Ms Mayawati said.

The BJP would support BSP
candidates in the Jahagirganj
and Bahrahi Assembly seats and
in the Akbarpur Lok Sabha seat.
The BSP would back the BJP
candidate in Dibai Assembly
seat. “The move would help the
two parties build up a long-term
understanding,” she said.

The chief minister criticised
Samajwadi Party chief Mr Mu-
layam Singh Yadav for joining
hands with Mr Kalyan Singh of
the Rashtriya Kranti Party for
the Dibai seat. She said Mr Ya-
dav had forgotten his own prin-
ciples of maintaining a distance
from communal forces and was
supporting the candidature of
Mr Kalyan Singh’s son. “Has Mr
Yadav forgotten that the Babri
Masjid was demolished during
Mr Singh’s tenure as chief minis-
ter,” Ms Mayawati said.

The Dibai seat had been vaca-

P-BSP deal for by-polls

on media

Statesman News Service

LUCKNOW, May 12. — Trans-
fers and postings of officials in
Uttar Pradesh have always been
big news. With the media ob-
sessed with the subject, the chief
minister proves no different.

There have recently been
critical reports about the trans-
fers. And this upset Miss Maya-
wati. She even went to the ex-
tent of painting some newsmen
black, describing their reports
as “Manuwadi reaction”.

In the initial days, as the chief
minister set up her secretariat,
more than two dozen senior of-
ficers swapped places. Old fa-
vourites got good postings. The
officers who functioned in the
Governor’s secretariat during
the President’s Rule were given

ted by Mr Singh. He had won
from two seats.

Ms Mayawati said Mr Yadav
was repaying a debt to Mr Singh.
"~ the election to the Kannuaj

Miss Mayawat:

new postings. Estimates have it
that more than 200 officers
have been reshuffled in a week.

The media zeroed in on the
shakeup. The Opposition at-
tacked Miss Mayawati, pointing
out that she did not have the
mandate for the changes, as the
government was yet to secure
the vote of confidence on the
floor of the Assembly.

Lok Sabha seat, Mr Singh had
deliberately fielded a weak BJP
candidate to ensure the victory of
Mr Yadav’s son, she alleged.

Blow to privatisation: Miss

Reports alleged that she wan-
ted to keep the list of transfers
under wraps, which she defen-
ded today at her first formal
press briefing at the Secretariat:
“The manner in which reports
of transfers and postings have
been played up by the media
was a clear reflection of the
Manuwadi attitude of some...
the criticism was not justified”.

She said the transfers were
within the Supreme Court’s
guidelines and along the basis of
merit, seniority and calibre of the
officials. “It has been totally
transparent. Caste, religion and
political leanings has not come
mto play.” She said no directive
had been given to officials to
black out news about the trans-
fers. “I have changed the manner
in which the information was to
be communicated to the media.”

Mayawati announced that no
new steps would be taken for
privatisation of the power sector
and asked the power corpora-
tion to improve its management. ,

THE STATESMAR



@' CABINET FORMATION IN U.P.

AT A TIME when ministerial berths have been re-
duced to instruments of self-preservation for
members of the political class, constitution of a
Cabinet is indeed a breeding ground for dissent. If
this is becoming the rule rather than the exception
even where the Government consists of a single
party, the problem is only bound to be intense
where a combination of parties gathers together
(and that too after the elections) as it has hap-

pened with the BSP’s Mayawati in Uttar Pradesh.-

The important leaders of the BJP in Delhi may
claim that the decision to align with the BSP in the
State was stoked by their desire to ensure a pop-
ular Government in Uttar Pradesh. But then, the
truth is that there were compulsions from their
MLAs (at least those who saw themselves as pro-
spective Ministers) apart from the urgent need to
shore up numbers in the Lok Sabha in the context
of the Gujarat debate (under Rule 184) that finally
led to the arrangement with the BSP. This is true of
the 14-member contingent of Ajit Singh’s Rashtri-
ya Lok Dal too.

The BJP leaders may also seek to couch their
decision in social terms and claim to have dis-
played their commitment to empowering the Da-
lits but then the truth is that the party was in no
position to convince its MLAs to resist the possi-
bility of becoming Ministers. The reality being
such, it was only natural that those who lost out in
the game would now resort to making a virtue out
of “principles”. The threat, as has been reported,
by Chandramani Kant Singh to vote against the
Government (when Ms. Mayawati moves the con-
fidence motion in the State Assembly) and the
dissent brewing within the BJP Legislature Party
spearheaded by the former Ministers, Hari-
shchandra Srivastava and Ganga Bhakt Singh, are
only natural given the context in which the alli-
ance came into place. Their protestations, in this
sense, may only be seen as public posturing. After
all, those making'such noises as well as the Chief
Minister cannot but be aware of the consequence
— they could end up losing their membership in

the State Assembly — in the event of exeduting the
threat. This, however, does not mean that the May-
awati dispensation -will sail smooth in the State
and remain in 'office for the full five years. The
source of trouble, in this sense, may not be conten-
tions over Cabinet berths but some of the ideolog-
ical conflicts that remain between the two major
parties — the BSP and the BJP — in the combine as
well as the possible erosion of the BJP’s social base

(consisting primarily of the upper castes) when

Ms. Mayawati begins to implement her own par-
ty’s agenda of Dalit assertion.

The experience with Ms. Mayawati’s first term as
Chief Minister (when the BJP experimented with
the social engineering agenda) in 1995 is a case in
point. The resentment among the upper castes
against the instances when the provisions of the
Scheduled Castes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act
were enforced across Uttar Pradesh and the official
sanction for the various cultural programmes in
Uttar Pradesh where such symbols of Dalit consol-
idation as Ambedkar, Jyotibha Phule and Periyar
were made icons turned out to be an irritant and
all these led to the BJP withdrawing support to the
BSP Government. It is true that a lot of water has
flowed down the Gomti since then and the BJP,
after having bee1: reduced to the third position (in
terms of its tally in the Assembly), finds a lasting
alliance with the BSP as the only means to keep the
Samajwadi Party at bay in Uttar Pradesh. The same
is true of the BSP too and Ms. Mayawati knows
only too well that her own future at the helm of
affairs in Uttar Pradesh will depend on the BJP’s
support. All these do not mean that the sailing is
going to be smooth. What with the criminal-poli-
tician nexus so firmly becoming a part of the dis-
course in the State and the civil society institutions
beginning to lose their significance, and dissent
and the games that ultimately contribute to a fur-
ther retreat of the democratic institutions in the
State. This is what should concern Ms. Mayawati
and her colleagues in the Cabinet for the stakes
involved are too high to be glossed over.
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24-MEMBER U.P. MINISTRY SWORN IN

Seven BJP members in

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, MAY 3. A 24-member
coalition Government of the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party and the
Rashtriya Lok Dal headed by
Mayawati of the BSP was in-
stalled in Uttar Pradesh today.
The Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, administered the oath
of office to the nominees at the
sprawling La Martinier grounds
here.

Besides the Chief Minister,
Ms. Mayawati, 19 Ministers of
Cabinet rank and four Ministers
of State were sworn in. Eleven
Cabinet Ministers and two Min-
isters of State belong to the BSP,
while the BJP has seven Cabinet
Ministers and two Ministers of
State. The Rashtriya Lok Dal,
the largest partner of the BJP
during the last elections, has
two Ministers — both of Cabi-
net rank.

No one from the junior part-
ners of the BJP — Janata Dal
(United), the Loktantrik Con-
gress Party and independents —
could be inducted into the Min-
istry, which is expected to be ex-
panded later.

The assumption of office by
Ms. Mayawati for the third time
sent the BSP workers, who had
filled the grounds, into raptures.
The BJP participation, on the
other hand, appeared to be for-
mal. The Union Ministers, Murli

k

The Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Mayawati, with the
Governor, Vishnu Kant Shastri, after she was swomn in
in Lucknow on Friday. — Photo: Subir Roy

Manohar Joshi and Ajit Singh,
the BSP chief, Kanshi Ram and
the State leaders of the BSP and
BJP were present.

The Opposition parties, in-
cluding the Samajwadi Party
and the Congress, boycotted the
ceremony protesting against
the BJP’s decision “to form an
opportunistic alliance to come
to power through the back
door”.

Senior BJP leaders — Lalji
Tandon, Om Prakash Singh,
Ram Prakash Tripathi and Hu-
kum Singh — were among the

important Cabinet Ministers
sworn in today. The party had
also tried to give a balanced
look to its team from the caste
angle. The list of the BSP, how-
ever, included mainly loyalists
of Ms. Mayawati. Two impor-
tant BJP Ministers in the Raj-
nath Singh Government who
did not find a place in the Min-
istry were Narendra Singh Gaur
and Harish Chandra Srivastava.

Ms. Mayawati, who has indi-
cated that she was prepared to
accommodate the BJP more this
time to make her coalition lasa

|

Mayawati Cabinet | <

at least till the next Lok Sabha
elections, declared after taking
the oath of office that she would

work in the interest of all sec- |

tions of society without any
consideration of caste or creed.
However, she would take spe-
cial interest in the welfare of the
weaker sections, she added.

Addressing her first press
conference after assuming of-
fice, Ms. Mayawati chided the
Samajwadi Party and the Con-
gress for criticising her for en-
tering into a coalition with the
BJP. She questioned the SP’s in-
tentions, saying if that party was
really interested in strengthen-
ing secular forces, it should
have extended unconditional
support to her party to form the
Government after the elections.

She said the SP and Congress
were making a lot of noise over
the riots in Gujarat, but it was
only during the Congress rule in
U.P. that Muslims had been
killed in large numbers in riots
at Meerut and Maliyana. During
her previous tenure, the minor-
ities had remained perfectly se-
cure and she was determined to
protect their interests this time
too, she added.

In 1989, when the SP chief,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, came to
power with the help of the BjP,
it was secular but when the BSP
joined hands with the BJP, it
suddenly became communal.
This was a strange definition of
communalism given by Mr.
Singh, she said.

UNI reports:

Ms. Mayawati said she would
seek legal advice on the is-
suance of fresh notification to
initiate legal = proceedings
against the Union Ministers,
LK. Advani, M.M. Joshi and
Uma Bharti, and 18 others in
the Babri Masjid demolition
case. The Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court had dis-

missed the proceedings against -

the 21 accused as the earlier no-
tification had some flaws.
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LUCKNOW, APRIL 29. The next
Government in Uttar Pradesh
with the Bahujan Samaj Party
leader, Mayawati, as Chief Min-
ister and supported by the BJP
and its allies is all set to assume
office here on May 3.

The Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, today found that Ms.
Mayawati’s claim to form the
next Government was prima fa-
cie substantiated by support
from 211 MLAs in the Assembly
which, at present has an effec-
tive strength of 399 members.
Mr. Shastri is reported to have
sent his report to the Centre
recommending the revocation
of President’s rule to pave the
way for the installation of a pop-
ular government in the State.

Ms. Mayawati staked her
claim today on the basis of the
support in writing extended by
the BJP, the Rashtriya Lok Dal,
the Lok Janshakti Party, the Ja-
nata Dal (United) and the Lok-
tantrik Congress Party, besides
a few MLAs.

The Governor said that he
would now complete the for-
malities for her swearing-in and
give three weeks to prove her
majority on the floor of the
Assembly.

Earlier, addressing a press
conference along with the BjP
Legislature Party leader, Raj-
nath Singh, Ms. Mayawati

o\ A
promised tq, lodk after the in-
terests of all §ections of society.

The affairs bf the government
would be decided jointly by all
partners of the coalition, she
said.Both leaders took care to
stress that the past bitterness
between the parties had come
to an end and their new friend-
ship would last at least till the
next Lok Sabha election. The
voice of junior partners of the
alliance was, however, not
heard.

Ms. Mayawati said that the
controversy over the post of
Deputy Chief Minister was the
creation of the media. The issue

was never raised during their
negotiations to forge the alli-
ance. On the much-touted co-
ordination committee, she said
leaders representing all part-
ners of the coalition would
make the panel. The Chief Min-
ister would be its chairperson.

The BSP leader said the alli-
ance had come into being after
discussions with the leaders of
the BJP.

She and the BSP supremo,
Kanshi Ram, had extensive talks
with the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, the Union
Home Minister, L. K. Advani,
and the BJP president, Jana

The BSP leader, Mayawati, with the Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, staking claim to form the government in Uttar
Pradesh. Lalji Tandon is to her right. — Photo: Subir Roy

Mayawati to be sworn in on May 3

Krishnamurthy, vyesterday. It
was agreed that her Ministry
would be smaller and the num-
ber of Ministers would be in |
proportion to the strength of .
various parties in the Assembly. |

The post of Speaker would go |
to the BJP. The BSP would stand '
with the BJP in the coming elec-
tions for the President and the
Vice-President and her party
would support the National
Democratic Alliance-led Gov- '
ernment at the Centre both in
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha.

Her party would, however,
not become a part of the Vaj-
payee Government, she said.

The most favourable an-
nouncement for the BJP made
by Ms. Mayawati, however, was
that her party would jointly
contest the next Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh. But she
said she was talking of this ar-
rangement only for Uttar
Pradesh.

Mr. Rajnath Singh, who had
already met the Governor with
his letter of support to Ms. May-
awati before the press confer-
ence began, said the two parties
had come together to give a
popular government only to
avoid fresh elections to the As-
sembly. The Samajwadi Party
had failed to form a Govern-
ment and that had created a sit-
uation for fresh elections, he |
said.
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Decks cleared for

UP govt form

Times News Network
NEW DELHL Buckling under pressure
from the BSP, the BJP has finally given up
the demand for the deputy chief minister’s
post in the proposed coalition government
in Uttar Pradesh which will be headed by
Mayawati.

Threatened by political isolation—the
result of some of its NDA partners resenting
its handling of the Gujarat situation—the
BJP has apparently decid-
ed not to allow its new
alliance with the pro-
Dalit party to sour so
early.

“The coalition in UP is
likely to be in place by
Monday. We want to end
the uncertainty in the
state,” former BJP presi-
dent Kushabhau Thakre
said.

After a meeting with
home minister L.K.
Advani, two senior UP
BJP leaders—state BJP

FRIENDS IN NEED

tlon

which BSP chief Kanshi Ram had openly
opposed the idea, saying it would create a
parallel centre of power.

BIP leaders said discussions were on to set
up a coordination committee to help guide
the government in UP. Efforts are on to for-
mulate a common minimum programme to
provide guidelines to the coalition govern-

ment.

Interestingly, former chief ‘minister
Rajnath Singh, who was
present at the meeting
with Mr Advani, did not

up for the discussion
’ mth s Mayawati.
" With the ‘BIP-BSP

coalition all set t6 form
the next government in
UP, the Samajwadi Party
has threatened to start an
agitation in the state to
oppose the “opportunis-
tic alliance”.

The SP, however, is
more baffled by the
Congress’ silence follow-
ing its appeal for support

chief Kalraj Mishra and
his senior party colleague
Lalji Tandon—met Ms
Mayawati  here on
Thursday and cleared the
last hurdles for the forma-
tion of the government by
making it clear that they would not demand
the deputy chief minister’s post.

Ms Mayawati and Mr Tandon later told
reporters that the deputy chief ministership
had never been an issue in the negotiations
between the two parties. They termed it a
“media creation”.

Earlier, BJP sources had indicated that
the party would insist on the post, following

in forming a government
than by the coming
together of the BJP and
the BSP.

“We are going to
expose the BSP and the
Congress as well—both of them fought the
assembly elections with an anti-BJP plank
and both’ are mstrumental in bringing the
BJP back to power,” SP spokesman Amar
Singh said.

He said the Congress’ refusal to help the
SP form a government in UP might affect

the regrouping of the major oppgsition par-
ties at the national level. f}

F ApD a
2FAPm HE TIMES OF INDWA



RAJNATH SINGH KEEPS AWAY

U.P. BIP leaders, Mayawati
hold talks on Govt. formation

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, APRIL 21. Yet
another round of talks o
government formation in
Uttar Pradesh took place
here today between the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s State
leaders, Kalraj Mishra and
Lalji Tandon, and the
Bahujan Samaj Party leader,
Mayawati. And later, for the
first time, the two BJP
leaders held separate
discussions with the
Rashtriya Lok Dal leader, Ajit
Singh.

Significantly, the former
U.P. Chief Minister, Rajnath
Singh, who has all along
opposed an arrangement
with the BSP, stayed away
from the discussions
although he was in Delhi.

The BJP leaders, while
confirming that discussions
had been held, refused to
divulge any details.
Kushabhau Thakre, the
former BJP president who is
now in-charge of political
affairs in U.P.,, said the
political arrangement in the
State was expected to be
finalised over the next few
days. The final green signal
would be given at a meeting

of the BJP parliametstaty
board to be held after the
return of the party president,
Jana Krishnamurthi, from
Tamil Nadu.

The BJP is particularly
keen to tie the knot with the
BSP as early as possible to
ensure that the BSP voted in
favour of the Government in
the Lok Sabha in the event
of voting to resolve the
current deadlock in
Parliament over the Gujarat
debate under a substantive
motion.

Mr. Thakre said he had
met Rajnath Singh, Mr.
Mishra and Mr. Tandon over
dinner vesterday and it was
then decided that Mr .Mishra
and Mr. Tandon would meet
Ms. Mayawati today.

When asked why Mr.

- Singh did not join the

discussions today, he said:
“you cannot hold discussions
like these between 10
persons... A decision was
taken last night that Mr.
Mishra and Mr. Tandon
would go for the meeting.”

Although it was not stated
by Mr. Thakre, he had
apparently laid down the
ground rules for the

discussion with Ms.
Mayawati at last night’s
meeting.

Notwithstanding some
reservations, the BJP expects
“no problem” from the RLD
on the proposed coalition
government in U.P.

The RLD spokesperson,
however, said his party
would insist on the creation
of ‘Harit Pradesh’, a separate
western U.P. State, as a
major issue in any agreed
programme for governance.

He also said Ministerial
positions in the proposed
coalition government should
be distributed among
political partners as a
percentage of their respective
strengths in the State
Legislature.

Reports from Lucknow
indicated today that neither
the Lok Janshakti of
Ramvilas Paswan nor the
Janata Dal (United) of
Sharad Yadav would have
any objection to the BSP-BJP
tie-up.

The Lok Janshakti and the
JD(U), both had a seat-
sharing arrangement with
the BJP in the U.P. Assembly
polls earlier this year.
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ever incongruous it may sound, is perhaps the
-only means to ensure an elected Government
in the State. Having been relegated to the third
’ posmon after a five-year term in power in the
State — only 88 MLAs against 176 in the previ-
“ous Assembly — the BJP read it s a vote to sit
'in the Oppositign. Hence, the party should
have kept out of anything to do with; Gmrn-
ment fonnpt;on in Utta{ Pradesh. The on&y op-
ﬁon would Have been a Government consisting
of Mulayape ﬁnsh Yadav’s Samajwadi Party
and May BSP This, howeyer,#ag 3
tion thatd s!he social i
‘the political dismlrse thU
neighbouring regmn A cor 0
‘Samajwadi Patty-and the BSP would ot
pen given the neture of the suppol‘l“ base of
these twg parties, Add to this the irrepressible
ego that %ﬁldes the preferences of these two.
leaders
. uous state of conflict between the
intermediate castes (represented by Mr. Ya-
'dav’s party) and the Dalits (among whom Ms.
'Mayawati’s party is so firmly entrenched) had
.rendered a SP-BSP combine simply impossible.
Mr. Yadav did nothing to work for the consoli-
dation -of an OBC-Dalit unity even aﬂet he
;stunned eva!-yone in 1993 when he s f :
‘polmcal alligrice with the BSP; the 1
shelped mefand )
!stunning ah ) % the Assemny electic -
.year The pa.;,tmg of ways between the twd§
tles in less thdi- & couple of years fromfthe
:(when Ms, Mgyawati managed tp
“Chief Mi § position with support fro Froth the
!BJP in 1995) mﬁg tlo with the synthetic nature

of a social chélitry — a unity between the

OBCs and the Dalits — that was attempted at
that stage against the platform of Hindutva
represented by the BJP. Add to this the person-

/
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>A1UKDAY, APRIL 20, 2002

*GOVERNMENT FORMATION I,

A BSP-BJP COALITION in Uttar Pradesh, hov\'r‘/l&,

~ given “short SAHft
desh left'a lotto be desired. It is on this count

% the ~BSP and,the;

3k

":imn,t\gq»leaders :
calling each other names an tﬁe infmous in-

where Ms. Mayawati along with her A
under physical attack — in Juné’
while the Samajwadi Party had comumitié:
to opposing the BJP “at all costs” in the ‘vourse
of its poll campaign, the BSP did nothing to
suggest its opposition to the BJP throughout the

campaign.
‘Be that as it may, it needs to be stressed that

% experience of the past couple of occasions

en the BSP and the BJP had come together

cannot be glossed over. While the conflicting

ideolpgical positions--have hardly been the
causé of ﬁ’lctlon between these two parties —
there was the instance in 1995 when Ms. May-
awati as Chief Minister went ahead with hon-

;ounng Periyar defying objections fromi. the
~ BJP’s State-unit leaders whose support ih the

Assembly kept her ment going — there
are bound to be prbb‘lemafen the ground. The
two parties, after all, will' be seeking to expand
their own orgamsatlonal machinery. Then
there was the experience in 1997 when the BSP
was split by the BJP. All these had taken a heavy
toll. Cabinet-berths were reduced to a means to
yith over 90 Ministers} and gov-

ly's  priority. The outcome was

. development activity being
 law and order in Uttar Pra-

that the’ iposl%lectmn coming together of the
P raisgs concern. While the de-
' tails of the agll ement are yet to be disclosed,
the basis‘ of the ¢ ement is unlikely to be
i *io%r&mm desire for self-preserva-
among the newly-elected MLAs of the two
paties. This certainly does not seem to have the

m&kings’of an enlightened or lasting bond.
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Governor invites
' Mayawati to

form g

Times News Network .
LUCKNOW:  ‘Uttar Pradesh
governor V.K, Shastri on
Monday invited Bahujan’ Samaj
Party leader Mayawati to form
the next govemmant in the
state. :

Mr Shastri wd he.
vinced that Ms:Ma
be able to prove he
the floor of
three weeks -
being sworn -
The new i
would be ad
istered the’

Bhavan at 5 p.m.
on May 3, he
said. Mr Shastn :
added that' he |
would soon rec- E
ommend the rev- §
ocation of

mUP

The BSP hasa strength of 98
MLAs. The 14-member RLD
leader Kokab Hamid and Raja
Ram Pandey -of the LIP also
submitted their letters of sup-
port to the governor. Four seats

e vacast in the 403-member
idhan, hhn;ndﬁns makes its

¢ strength 399. ;
pg out, ogrammes or
ng,rMs thgayawan

tefitious issues
of the Vidhan
{ Sabha speaker’s
post. and the
clwrmansm of

wordlna-
tion cammmep,

President’s rule J§ . she sajd that the.|
in the state, e BSII: JP le;:;i‘i

Earlier, Ms BSP W Mavawati with ership, .
Mayaw:dté,uul mmwmiall‘r:tamédwiedv’
::rcl?(:?}?]nll’ lead- La ﬂ' oﬁﬁ Shastd h ‘wondld' B?‘efrog‘ ’
ers, including qnday. the BIP.

state party chxef Kalraj Mlshra,
met the governor and submitted
a letter staking her claim to form
the government. She claimed
the support of 211 MLAs, which
is more than the required num-
ber to form the government,
including the BJP’s 88 legisla-
tors, the Rashtriya Lok Dal’s 14,
six MLAs from the Lok
Janshakti Party, the Loktantrik
Congress Party and the Janata
Dal (U). Five independent
MLAs have also pledged their
support to Ms Mayawati.

Ms Mayawati said she would
herself head the coordination
committee and added that it
would have four or five mem-
bers from the BJP and other
parties along with those from
the BSP.

The BSP and the BJP would
also contest the coming Lok
Sabha election in Uttar Pradesh
together, she said, adding that
the 13 MPs of the BSP would
vote in favour of the govern-
ment on Tuesday in the Lok
Sabha.

THE TIMES OF INDYa



“NO ROTATIONAL ARRANGEMENT THIS TIME?

Mayawati all set to
+% become U.P. CM<

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELMI, APRIL 18. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party today tock a ma-
jor step towards forming a
government in Uttar Pradesh
under the leadership of May-
awati of the Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty by formally announcing that
“some time next week,” the BJP
Parliamentary Board would
meet “to review its earlier deci-
sion to sit in the Opposition.” In
the meantime, talks between
the BJP and the BSP would
continue. ;

At a meeting called by the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, at his residence this eve-
ning, the central party
leadership placed its cards be-
fore the State leaders who till re-
cently had strongly opposed the
move for a coalition with the
BSP, saying it was a recipe for
disaster for the BJP. Today’s
meeting put the State leader-
ship's formal stamp of approval
on the plan to share power with
Ms. Mayawati.

The Union HomeMinister, L.
K. Advani, the Human Resource
Development Minister, Murli
Manohar Joshi, the BJP presi-

dent, Jana Krishnamurthi, and
the Uttar Pradesh in-charge of
political  affairs, Kushabhau
Thakre, were present. The State
leaders were led by the former
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister,
Rajnath Singh, and the State
unit president, Kalraj Mishra.
Others present included Lalji
Tandon, Ram Prakash Gupta
and Harish Chandra Srivastava.
Coming out of the 90-minute
meeting, Mr. Krishnamurthi
said that no “formulas” for
power-sharing were discussed,
but a decision was taken %to re-
view the previous decision to sit
in the Opposition which was
taken by the party’s Parliamen-
tary Board soon after the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election re-
sults were known.” He con-
firmed that over the last few
days, the BSP leaders, Ms. May-
awati and Kanshi Ram, had met
Mr. Vijpayee, Mr. Advani and
Dr. Joshi in a series of meetings,
and more meetings would fol-
low. He indicated that the BJP's
Parliamentary Board would
meet “probably next week."”
Although various power-
sharing formulas are being dis-
cussed, il seems that the details

of the “arrangement” in Wttar
Pradesh are still to be finalised.
What seems certain though is
that Ms. Mayawati would be
Chief Minister for a full five-
year term (if the coalition lasts
that long).

Unlike the last time, the Chief
Ministership will not be held by
the BSP and the BJP in rotation
on a six-monthly basis, The ar-
rangement collapsed immedi-
ately after the BSP's six-month
tenure came to an end.

Mr. Krishnamurthi said cate-
gorically that details like wheth-
er there would be a Deputy
Chief Minister’s post, or who
would take the Speaker’s posi-
tion, and the formula for the di-
vision of Cabinet portfolios
“were not discussed at all.”

Some senior BJP leaders are
admitting that it will not be easy
for the State leaders to make the
cadres swallow the cohabita-
tion-with-BSP pill.

“We will see how we deal with
this,” was all Mr. Mishra would
say. And Mr. Rajnath Singh's
grim long face could not hide

what he felt abglit the political
wedding plansn Uttar Pradesh.

7 i
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Opportunistic partnérs

A BJP\-qg\ﬁ mixtu%e (tf)e%'lg cooked in UP

¢ Y hichri taiyar hai, parosne ki der hai” (the khichri is
ooked, all that is needed.now is to dish it out). This is

the very apt and telling quote used by BSP leader Mayawati to

describe: iy qurrent political situation in the country’s most P

oopulous state, Uttar Pradesh. A BSP-BJP coalition is a very
inlikely mixture, but one which is 4ll set to take over. After
nuch haggling the two allies have come to a working
igree: which'will ensure that their common bete noire, the

~SamajwediParty which actually is the single largest party in the

UP assembly, is kept out of power. The deal brokered is for

Mayawati to become chief minister and the BJP to select a

deputy. ‘éhief minister. Mayawati will shave a'free hand in

choosing her coungil of ministers and deciding on portfolios -
and in return the BIP will he allowed to nomigate the-Speaker.
There'#re'no high prinéiplés Wwhich bring the two foes together,

. just plain and simple  oppartunism.. The BJP is definitely
playing second fiddle to the BSP, and.they have agreed to do so
in preferenice to another elettion. A similar experiment with
the BSP a few years ago had left the BJP with a dour taste in the
mouth, It had been agreed then that the two parties would rule

" in rotation every six months. After the initial six months of BJP
rule, Chief Minister Kalyan Singh had stepped down in favour
of Mayawati, but when it was the BSP supremo’s turn to return
glfpcq. liment sh

¢ flatly refused. This eventually led to the
é‘ig the BSR forcing ‘Mayawati to resign

 Sppnedning e A the B3R
gnd:BIY taking dontrol of the state. The BiP g unlikely to have
forotten the.exparlence so qulickly, but the greed for power
habgorthebengrofthem. |
e BSP on the other hand has never hidden its opportun- -
ism. Kanshi Ram, the founder supremo of the party has said
from its very inception that his party’s support was available to
the highest bidder. As the second largest party the BSP is keen
to tie up with anyone as long as it can keep the SP out of power,
Mayawati has an almost pathologiocal %atred for Mulayam
Singh Yadav which dates back to when she was attacked at the
UP state-guest house allegedly by SP workers. That apart, BJP
is an up ﬁ?am party while BSP espouses thé cause of?ts
4 .

—the a have a lot more in common than we think,




"BJP strives
for alliance

-

with

April 5. >~ Sehior BIP leaders
are trying to redraw the political
map of Uttar Pradesh by secur-
ing a firm BJP-BSP alliance that
should sail through even during
the Lok Sabha elections in 2004.
Until a commitmént to this ef-

fect and a guarantee that this

would not be violated dre se-
cured, the BJP may keep the
BSP waiting at the door.

There’s no hurry, a senior BJP
leader said while pointing out
that a coalition arrangement
must be finalised before 8§ May by
which President’s rule in the state
should be ratified by both Hous-
es. The failure to do so might
force the Governor, Mr Vishnu-
kant Shashtri, to invite the Samaj-
wadi Party to form government.

Some BJP leaders seem confi-
dent that a BJP-BSP coalition
would be in place before that
happens as none of the parties is
ready to risk inviting Mr Mu-
layam Singh Yadav because of
the fear that he would split oth-
er parties and prove majority.
The final shape of things would
emerge during the second half
of the budget session that begins
on 15 April.

In principle, the BIP leader-
ship appears to have reconciled
itself to a BIP-BSP alliance with
Miss Mayawati as the chief min-

¥ 6 aPR 2u

BSP.

ister. Ba other arrangements,
like the nature of the coalition,
running the government on the
basis of an agreed minimum
programme and power-sharing
formula, are yet to be finalised.. |

The human resource develop-
ment minister, Mr Murli Mano-
har Joshi, is reportedly in con-
stant touch with the BSP chief,
Mr Kanshi Ram, to hammer out
a formula. Other state BJP lead-
ers are also in touch with centra}
BJP leaders.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee re-
portedly sought a guarantee from
BIJP leaders from Uttar Pradesh
recently that the party would win
more Assembly seats if fresh elec-
tions are held. The BJP MLAs,
who earlier opposed the alliance,
have also toned down their stand
and are now looking forward to a
viable coalition arrangement, a
BIP office-bearer said.

A BJP-BSP alliance has the po-
tential to provide maximum ad-
vantage to the BJP as this would
mean transfer of the BSP votes to
the party to give it a decisive edge
in the majority of the 81 Lok Sab-
ha seats. In the present Lok Sab-
ha, the BSP’s 13 MPs would come
in handy to balance the TDP and
other coalition partners, a senior
BIJP leader said.

Now it was for the BSP to de-
cide whether or not it wanted to
play a bigger role in Uttar Pra-

desh, the BJP leader said/
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9’& | Ur Pradesh can’t ",

March 17. — Two issues are likely to weigh heavily
on the Prime Minister now that he has bought
some time on Ayodhya. One of the issues is the

alliance leaders, then why not Miss Mayawat\who
will bave 13 Lok Sabha members to suppord the
NDA? Moreover, it will help’ counterbalance {he
TDP which has 28 members in the Lok Sabha.

While Mr Vajpayee can still give some more
time, at least till the Budget session is over, for
Cabinet expansion, Uttar Pradesh needs urgent

eagerly awaited Cabinet expansion and the other

is exploring the possibilities of
government formation in Uttar
Pradesh.

Both are linked unless Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee ' decides to -

repeat what he did with former = ab

Delhi chief minister Mr Sahib °

Singh Verma. Howevet, Mr

Rajnath Singh is the BIF’s young
face the party wouldn’t like to

lose. His chances of coming back _.glace

to the Centre would increase the
prospects of. government for-
mation in the state: ;

BIP hardliners are not ready to

leave posturing even as they

agree privately that the only '

viable government in the state would be a BSP- led alliance with
BJP coalition. Sceptics within the BJP suspect
Miss Mayawati’s capability to deliver goods. But, if

the BJP can tolerate Miss Jayalalitha or Miss
Mamata Banerjee or other temperamental

The Gévettior, Mr Vishhukant
Shastri, former RSS pracharznk,
cpt;lld ilxzve easily invited the
. Single largest party and Mr
x:jl:gria; Smgllxl Yaﬂdav to prove
1ajority on the f
ot oor of the

That he insisted that the
Samajwadi Party must give
details regarding from where he
would get the numbers would
make ' him apply the same
principle to other parties too,

It might have been calculated

- that this would pro up the:
BJP’s chances ar}:d pthepBé]}t’gr

might ’split to shore up the
former’s number even if there
woutd.nbe huge gap between
e;.ggmg as aétll;xen single largest
and reaching the majorj
felg;;e of 203, & ? majorty
iss Mayawati sensed th
dangers and resigned her Loli

~7.Sibha membership a day before

the imposition of President’
rule to keep. her flocks togeth:rf
She also sent clear signal that
she would not get trapped
because of the rumours spread
by the BIP that she could take
tlg: acreputlrxsteri;l responsibility at
t ntre and sy,
in the state. Pport the BIP

\

attention as a popular govern-
ment must be in place within 60
days of imposition of ?resident’s\

Jdy  rule beginning from 8 March,

The logical outcome would be

- dissolution of the state Assembly
- and fresh elections if the
* Congress does not support the

Bill i ing Central rule on the

- state. And there are few takers
* for fresh elections because these

may not throw up a new equation
in the state. |
The electoral equation makes it '
difficult for any government form-
ation unless'two of the three groups
join hands — the Samajwadi Party-
146 seats, the BJP-led alliance with

108 and the BSP with 98. The BJP is in no mood to
allow the Samajwadi Party to form the government.

Turn to page 6
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ﬂ? By ].P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, MARCH 15. The Uttar
Pradesh Government has decid-
ed not to relax the security ar-
rangements at Ayodhya and
maintain strict vigil on the sit-
uation elsewhere in the State
despite the peaceful conclusion
of the VHP programme today.

The State’s Principal Secreta-
.ty (Home), Naresh Dayal, told
newspersons today said that di-
version of trains running
through Faizabad and Ayodhya
would continue. The entry of
people in the twin cities would
be restricted. The curbs on con-
vergence of VHP activists would
also be there to avert any vio-
lation of law and order.

Mr. Dayal said it was expect-
ed that the VHP would not bring
in uncontrollable crowds to the
town now that its programme
was over. However, the admin-
istration could not take chanc-
es. So long as apprehensions of
breach of peace in the temple
town remained, the present
strength of the police forces
would be maintained.

The apprehension emanates
from reports of tensign in a
number of communally-sensi-
tive towns following the Su-
preme Court judgment banning
the VHP’s “symbolic bhoomi
puja’ anywhere on the acquired
land around the disputed site.
There is possibility of the the
VHP and associate organisa-

: AFTER SHILA DAAN / FRIDAY PRAYERS‘PEACEFUL

+* Curbs to remain in A

Bahsi s tiuctire
stood hore

KBK Infoap‘hics

tions directing their ire else-
where, the administration feels.

Mr. Dayal said that reports of
tension had been received from
Meerut and Aligarh though no
untoward incident was from
anywhere in the State. There
were reports of markets remain-
ing closed in some towns. In
Lucknow, rumours of trouble
continued to grip various local-
ities though all these were later
found baseless.

Friday prayers in mosques,
meanwhile, passed off peaceful-

ly all over the State.

During the day, batches of
VHP activists made symbolic at-
tempts to proceed to Ayodhya
but they were foiled by police.
In Lucknow, the VHP vice-pres-
ident, Acharya Giriraj Kishore,
the BJP MPs, Swami Chinmaya-
nand and Brij Bhusah Sharan
Singh, along with a batch of 33
persons were arrested on the
borders of the district on Faiza-
bad road.

In Kanpur, more than 600
VHP activists courted arrest in

odhy

- Chhattisgarh

protest against thef Administra-
tion’s decision to stop them
from going to Ayodhya. VHP
volunteers were also arrested in
Deoria, Hata and Taraya Sujan.

VHP leaders publicly held the
bureaucracy responsible for the
curbs imposed at Ayodhya. Ap-
parently, this was the reason
why they had insisted that the
carved stone donated by the
Ramjanmabhoomi Trust Chair-
man, Ramchandra Das Param-
hans, be received by the
Director of the Ayodhya cell in
the Prime Minister’s Office in-
stead of the Divisional Commis-
sioner of Faizabad, who is also
the receiver of the acquired land
at the disputed site.

300 arrested in

PTI reports fro Raipur:

Over 300 people were arrest-
ed today throughout Chhattis-
garh and security beefed in view
of the “shila daan”. In Raipur
alone, 136 people had been ar-
rested, while 100 were rounded
up in Bilaspur division, 65 in
Durg and two in Dhamtari dis-
trict, an official spokesman said.

Police sources said security
had been tightened in all sensi-
tive places. “The situation is
peaceful and no untoward in-
cident has beem reported -from
any part,” the IGP, Ram Niwas, |
said. AR

sl
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C Al eyes on Suprém Court,
U P. Governor briefs PM, ﬂ{}}

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, MARCH 12. The stage is set for the keen-
ly-awaited order of the Supreme Court on permit-
ting or disallowing ‘shila puja’ by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and the Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas
on the Government-acquired land around the dis-
puted site in Ayodhya on March 15.

Ahead of the court order, which is expected to-
morrow, the Uttar Pradesh Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, met the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, for about 30 minutes today and briefed him
on the security situation in and around Ayodhya.
The Governor had separate meetings with the
President, K.R. Narayanan, and the Union Home
Minister, LK. Advani, later.

While Mr. Vajpayee himself stated categorically
in Parliament on Monday that the court’s order
would be fully implemented — this was conveyed
to Mr. Shastri today — the Babri Masjid Movement
Coordination Committee of Syed Shahbuddin to-
day charged the Government with “not discharg-
ing his constitutional obligation” by not taking. a
clear stand on the unlawful demands of the VHP
and the Nyas.

The point, also made by several Opposition par-
ties, is that as the receiver of the acquired land, the
Government itself could have said a firm “no" to
the VHP's proposed ‘puja’.

The Govetnment as receiver has a duty to main-
tain the status quo on the land till the final judicial
verdict is implemented in the main Ayodhya case
relating to the title deed of the site on which the
Babri Masjid was demolished in 1992.

‘Adequate security’
Mr. Shastri today asserted that the Supreme
Court’s orders on allowing ‘puja’ on March 15

forces available to ensure security in Ayodhy
Army had also been alerted and was on “stand-
by”. But he also appeared to question the right of
anyone (including the court) to disallow ‘puja’.

Responding to questions from reporters after
the meeting, Mr. Shastri said the Prime Minister
wanted the court’s decision to be fully implement- -
ed. “How can you stop people from offering
prayers? Can the Supreme Court prevent people
from worshipping in  their homes and temples?”’

The Prime Minister, A. B. Vajpayee,
with the Uttar Pradesh Govemor,
Vishnu Kant Shastni, in New Delhi on
Tuesday. —Photo: V. Sudershan
he asked in response to a question as to what
would be done in the event of the Supreme Court
disallowing the ‘symbolic puja’..
On his first visit here after the imposition of
President’s rule in Uttar Pradesh, the Governor
briefed Mr. Vajpayee on the security situation in

Ayodhya. /




FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, March 11: The
BJP’s allies have refused to be
swayed by the Ramjanmabhoo-
mi Nyas’ “tactical” shift from
puja to pillar donation, smelling
in it a ploy to legitimise the tem-
ple spearhead’s claim on the ac-
quired land.

Sources said the Vaupayee
government is banking on three
factors — the differences be-
tween the Nyas and the Vi{P.¢he
RSS’ “persuasive” powers and

liners — to tide over the worst
crisis it has faced so far.
The government is again pin-

on the VHP and the Nyas to
defer the programme by three to
four months to prevent a con:
frontation.

1t is learnt that defence min-
ister and NDA convener, George
Fernandes, and BJP president
K. Jana Krishnamurthi were
in touch with RSS functionaries

Bhagwat, asking them to “per:
suade” the VHP. ) '
The RSS’ general council is

the softening of the BJP’s hard-’

ning hopes on the RSS to prevail

Madan Das Devi and Mohanrao -

meeting in Bangalore ftjom"

March 15, the day the VHP has
threatened to hold the puja. The
Sangh’s national executive will
meet a day before to finalise the
agenda. The RSS had earlier
tried in vain to broker a truce.
Another ray of hope for the
government is the subtle back-
tracking of hardliners within
the BJP, which robs the VHP of a

‘valuable source of strengthand -

support. These hardliners —
mainly Uttar Pradesh MPs —
had sent a signed letter to Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
protesting against the restric-
tions in Ayodhya.

The railway minister's asser-
tjon in the House today that train
services to Ayodhya would be
resumed only after a written
advice by the home ministry has

troubled the MPs. But Swami

Chinmayanand, the prime
mover behind the protest, told
The Telegraph: “The govern-
ment has no choice but (to) fulfil
its constitutional and legal
responsibilities.”

The changed stand, said
party sources, was prompted by
the realisation that if they car-

- ried things too far and made it
" seem as though Vajpayee was

“isolated”, he would have no

Ramchandra Das Paramhans performs a puja at the VHP workshop in Ayodhya. (AFP)

Atal counts on trident

choice but to put in his papers.
“That would be disastrous be-
cause it would lead to either
chaos or another election,” said
asenior BJP leader.

It was also said that home
minister LK. Advani had dis-
tanced himself from the hardlin-
ers.

Official sources said that in
its submission ta the court, the
government was expected to
refer to today’s pillar puja to but-
tress its contention that nothing
untoward would happen if a
symbolic ceremony was allowed
on a small portion of the “undis-
puted” land. The government
feels . that .the. one-day pro-
gramme would niot alter the sta-
tus quo ante in any way.

However, NDA sources de-
scribed the Nyas'new proposal
as a “clever ploy” to hoodwink
them and the Opposition. -

“Accepting the pillars would
amount to official endorsement
of enéroachment on the ac-

_quired land. It is not the receiv-
er’s business to accept bricks
but to see that the property is not

encroached upon. We would |

advise the Centre not to fall into
the Nyas’ latest trap,” said an
NDA leader.

s

uja & pillar divide t

FROM ANAND SOONDAS

Ayodhya, March 11: Divi-
sions cropped up within the
temple movement today with
the Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas
saying it would “donate” the
pillars to the Ayodhya land
receiver on March 15 and
falling silent on the propesed
bhoomi pujan.

But the VHP, which has
announced that the pillars
would be taken in a procession
to the acquired land, stuck to
its strident public stand. The
outfit said it would go ahead
with the Friday puja and reiter-
ated its demand for lifting of
restrictions on the movement of
kar sevaks.

VHP - working president
Ashok Singhal arrived here this

~ afternoon, setting at rest specu-

lation on whether he would be al-
lowed into the temple town.
Ringed by securitymen, he head-
ed straight for Karsevakpuram,
the camp set up for kar sevaks.

Singhal, who met Uttar
Pradesh Governor Vishnukant
Shastri in Lucknow before
leaving for Ayodhya, said the
puja would be held near the dis-
puted site on March 15. “Nothing
can stop that from happening
now,” he asserted.

The VHP leader said the mi-
nority community had no role to
play on the issue as it was “be-

~tween  the RamJanmabhooml

‘vust And the governmanta H
o warned that his arrest be

i fore the Friday programme will

"“not be in anyone’s interest”.
Singhal bristled at the Prime
Minister’s assurance that the

ple

govern t would-abide b the
Supreme\Court’s verdict on the
puja. The Prime Minister said in
the Lok Sabha today that the sit-
uation in Ayodhya was “totally
under control”.

An angry Singhal retorted:
“There was no mention of the
apex court’s judgment when Vaj-
payee had asked the Sankara-
charya of Kanchi to mediate on
the issue.”

But conflicting signals emer-
ged from the sadhus, with Ram-
janmabhoomi Trust chairman
Ramchandra Das Paramhans
lobbing the ball in the govern-

"ment’s court. “I have pledged

to donate stones at the garbha
griha of Lord Ram. I will do it
formally, without any fuss, and
take a receipt from the receiver
(Faizabad divisional commis-
sioner A K. Gupta). Henceforth,
it will be their responsibility
to ensure protection of the
stones,” he said.

Gupta, however, said he could
accept the “donation” only
after receiving a nod from the
Centre. “But first we must re-
ceive something in writing from
the mahant.”

‘Paramhans, who conducted a
puja at Karsevakpuram today,
claimed that Ram appeared in
his dream last night and told him
to make the donation. But he
said he would not “force” the re-
ceiver to accept the donation.

“We had thought the Ramjan-

mabhoomi would be handed
over to us by March 12 and we.

would go there on March 15 with
shilas to begin construction. But
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee failed to hand over the

twins

lanﬂ said. “(But) we WM

.go to others’ land for sangarsh

(struggle) or take the law into
our hands.” The sadhu said he
was against any “symbolic”
puja. “I will go to the Ramjan-
mabhoomi with fanfare but only
when it is handed over to us.”

Bajrang Dal founder presi-
dent Vinay Katiyar echoed
Paramhans. No bhoomi pujan
will be performed and there
will be only a donation of pillars,
the BJP MP from Faizabad said
in Delhi.

NDA partners had reserva-
tions about the Nyas’ change of
stand. But BJP sources contend-
ed that if the Paramhans-Kati-
yar duo “came around”, the
VHP’s movement would lose
“considerable steam” because,
as they put it, “if one had the
lung power to galvanise the kar
sevaks, the other had the men
and muscle”,

But even as Ayodhya heads
for D-day, the administration is
bracing for what it termed the
“real” threat — from terrorist
groups.

Gupta said the government
had received “top grade” intelli-
gence information yesterday
that “terrorist groups opera-
tional in Jammu and Kashmir”
might try to create communal
disturbances in Ayodhya on
March 15. “Kar sevdks we can
handle. Terrorists are the real
problem. The real and most po-
tent threat is from them. There
won't be many kar sevaks on
‘March 15,” he said, adding that
there have been six instances of
terrorist attacks in Ayodhya and
Faizabad in the past two years.
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Godhra mcgd(int was provoked: report

WASHINGTON: The train tragedy in Gok

in which 58 people were killed was not a
planned ambush by Muslim fanatics, but the
result of an argument provoked by Hindu
activists that went out of control, the
Washington Post said.

The newspaper report said, “For two days, as
the Sabarmati Express snaked across northern
India, some Hindu activists in train compart-
ments S-5 and S-6 carried on like hooligans.
They exposed themselves to other passengers.
They pulled head scarves off Muslim women.
They evicted a family of four in the middle of
the night for refusing to join in chants glorifying
Ram. They didn’t pay for the tea and snacks
they consumed at each stop.”

On February 27, when the train came to a halt
in Godhra in Gujarat, the reputation of its row-
diest passengers preceded it, the newspaper
said in its March 6 edition. “After the activists
refused to pay for their food, Muslim boys
among the vendors at Godhra station stormed
the train. When the confrontation was over, 58
Hindu passengers—mostly women and chil-
dren—were dead, incinerated by a fire that con-
sumed compartments S-5 and S-6.”

Retaliatory attacks by mobs of Hindus on
Muslims across Gujarat killed nearly 550 peo-
ple, the Post said, adding that interviews with

ain passengers, witnesses, police an\d ay
officials suggested the train fire was no} a pre-
meditated ambush by Muslims.

“Both sides were at fault. The provdcation
was there and the reaction was strong. But no
one had imagined it would turn into such a big
tragedy,” a Godhra police official was quoted as
saying on condition of anonymity.

Godhra deputy police superintendent BK.
Nanavati reportedly said that investigation did
not support chief minister Narendra Modi’s
contention that the assault on the train was an
act of terrorism. “It was not pre-planned. It was
a sudden, provocative incident,” he said.

Government officials deemed Godhra to be
one of India’s most communally sensitive
places. In 1947, when India became independ-
ent and was partitioned to create Pakistan,
thousands of Hindus fleeing Pakistan settled in
Godhra. Enraged that Pakistani Muslims had
evicted them, the Hindus vented their anger at
Godhra’s Muslims, burning their homes and
businesses with truckloads of gasoline.

In the 1980s and in 1992, Godhra was
wracked by riots, some started by Muslims and
others by Hindus and its 150,000 population is
almost evenly split between Hindus and
Muslims, who live in segregated communities.

The report quoted witnesses as saying

activists of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
frequently travelled on the Sabarmati Express
and would scream out “Victory to Lord Ram’
and ‘Victory to Hindus’ as the train passed
through Muslim neighbourhoods.

Syed Umarji, a Godhra-based wood trader
who lives in a Muslim neighbourhood near the
tracks, reportedly said, “There was a history of
provocation. They would say these things all the
time.”

When the train left Ayodhya on February 25,
VHP activists were reportedly angry because of
the government order asking them to vacate
Ayodhya. But Savita Darbar, a VHP member
on the train, insisted that her group was not
confrontational. “We were just singing prayer
songs to Lord Ram,” she reportedly said. “We
did not bother the Muslims.”

“The Sabarmati ground to a halt a half-mile
away from the station, in the middle of a
Muslim neighbourhood. An argument ensued,
drawing hundreds of residents to the scene,” the
report said. ‘

The Post quoted police and railway officials
as saying they did not know who began throw-
ing stones first. But officials said that Muslims
poured a flammable substance on a mattress
and ignited it between the S-5 and S-6 compart-
ments. (ANS)
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Statesman News Servi

NEW DELHI, March 8. - Ut-
tar Pradesh has been brought
under President’s rule and the*
state assembly placed under
suspended animation as the
President, Mr KR Narayanan,
gave his assent to the Cabine-
t’s endorsement of the Gover-
nor's recommendation.

But the Opposition, within
and outside Parliament today
criticised the UP governor
and the Centre for recom-
mending President’s rule and
alleged that it was a ploy to in-
stal a BJP-BSP government in
Lucknow, The Lok Sabha was
adjourned for an hour in the
morning over the protests.

However, in a departure
from convention, Mr Atal Bé-
hari Vajpayee told the Lok
Sabha that the government
was,. prepared to discuss the
role of the governor in a sit-
uation where the people’s
verdict is fractured. If all po-
litical parties agree, the gov-
ernment would welcome a
discussion if the rules and
conventions = should be
changed to make it obligatory
for a governor to invite the
leader of the single largest
group or party in the Assem-
bly in the absence of a deci-
sive mandate in the elections.

Mr Vajpayee defended the
decision saying no patty in UP

. had given in writing to the

i governor that it would support
the SP. Even the Congress was’
found dithering on the issue.
Inithe given situation, imposi-
tion of President’s rule was the’
only option, he said.

7:/ More reports on page 6
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Mayawat

as recommended by the Governor

ever as Miss Mayawiti decided to

quit her Lok Sabha seat in favour of

an Assembly seat. The Cabinet’s de- |

. cision has been forwarded to the
President for his assent, The Cabiriet
alfo recommended. that the Assem-
bly be placed under suspended ani-
mation -

The Left parties today appealed to
the President not to give his assent to
President’s rule in UP saying the
Governor, by not inviting Mr Mu-
layam Singh Yadav, had -acted
against constitutional and legal
norms.

The Congress, on the other hand,

_ maintainied a stoic silence by not re-

quits ‘Lok Sabha )
R 9

NEW DELHI, March 7. - The Union Cabinet tonight ap- _day virtually closed the
praved the imposition, of President’s rule in U

acting to the Governor’s\recommendation arid saying it
will respond to the situatign in due course of time.

In a well calculated moye the Bahujan Samaj Party to-
ion before the BJP in the exer-
ttar Pradesh cise.of forming a new go ent in Lucknow. “ It is Miss
: ' Mayawati or nobody else as the chief
minister in UP” was the refrain in
Mr Kanshi Ram’s announcement
that his deputy had resigned her Lok
Sabha secat and would remain a
member of the UP Assembly al-
though there is no feeler from the
_ BJP leadership that it would support
. the candidature of Miss Mayawati as .
the new chief minister under a new
coalition arrangement, -

By resigning from the Lok Sabha,
Miss Mayawati also shut out the op-
. tion for the BJP to offer her a plum
. post in the Union Cabinet in lieq of
her party’s support to a governmeint

THE STATESMA:
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FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2002

\WAO “CENTRAL RULE IN U.P.

THE UTTAR PRADERH Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri, was left with ng option other than to rec-
ommend that the Staté\be placed under Central
rule. The fractured mandate and the inability of
the major players — the Samajwadi Party chief,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, and the BSP supreme,
Mayawati — to put an end to the mutual animos-
ity had foreclosed the possibilities of Govern-
ment formation in the State. The Governor could
not really have waited any longer before exercis-
ing his discretion under Article 356 of the Consti-
tution. Mr. Shastri did engage in exploring the
possibility of installing a stable dispensation in
the State. Mr. Yadav’s claim that he be invited (on
the basis that the Samajwadi Party had emerged
as the single largest party) was indeed not sus-
tainable. After all, the Governor had to reason-
ably satisfy himself that a stable Government
could be put in place. With Ms. Mayawati being
in no mood to oblige the Samajwadi Party and
the fact that Mr. Yadav was not in a position to
manage the necessary numbers — 202 MLAs in
the State Legislative Assembly — even if the Con-
gress() had assured him the support of its 26
MLAEs, the possibility of a stable Government did
not exist. If Mr. Yadav persisted that he be in-
vited, his claims were based on the possibility of
managing a majority by way of engineering splits
in the BSP as well as some other smaller parties.
This certainly could not have served the cause of
democracy in Uttar Pradesh.

Be that as it may, the developments in Uttar
Pradesh, as they have unfolded in the couple of

weeks after the elections, are disturbing. The kill-

ing of Samajwadi Party MLA-elect, Manzoor
Ahmed, right in front of the Raj Bhavan, is only a
reflection of the parlous state of law and order in

Uttar Pradesh. The incident, as it appears now,
may have been the fallout of some localised dis-
pute. But then, there is no way that one could
dismiss the killing as an isolated case. Instead, it is
indeed a pointer to the level of criminalisation of
the political discourse in the State. A long period
of Central rule, as it looks imminent now, is cause
for serious concern in this context. An elected
Government, accountable for its actions to the
Legislature, is the only means to restore confi-
dence in the political system. The blame should
go to the prominent players in the Uttar Pradesh
political arena, Mr. Yadav and Ms. Mayawati, for
having let the situation come to such a pass by
allowing their political decisions to be coloured
by their own personal interests and ego clashes.

One cannot gloss over the implications of Uttar
Pradesh not having an elected Government in the
prevailing situation especially when the Ayodhya
issue is inflaming the political environment. With
the VHP persisting with its revanchist agenda and
refusing to call off its plans to gather its activists in
Ayodhya on March 15, there is indeed a pressing
need for an elected Government in the State that
can ensure that the civil administration is dealing
with the situation. A responsible Government is
an immediate necessity in Uttar Pradesh given
the fragmentation of its society. This brings to the
fore the need for the political establishment —
cutting across the spectrum — in Uttar Pradesh
as well as those at the helm in the Union Govern-
ment to acknowledge the gravity of the situation
and agree to put on hold their partisan consid-
erations. The civil administration needs a firm
signal from the political establishment that the
rule of law will be meticulously upheld in the
State in the days ahead. . )//v
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UP Governor
recommends
Central rule

LUCKNQOW, March 6. — The Uttar Pradesh
Governor, Mr Vishnu Kant Shastri, has
recommended President’s rule
in the state on the ground ol
 political instability following

Assembly elections. In his
letter to the President, Mr :
Shastri said the new Assembly !
should be kept in suspended
animation for the moment.

" Mr Shastri reportedly took
the decision after consulting
leaders of three major parties -
— the Samajwadi Party (146 -
seats), the BJP and its allies
(108) and the Bahujan Samaj
Party (98). None has got a
majority in the 403-member
Assembly.

The Union Cabinet will
discuss the Governor’s views .
before making a final recom- :
mendation to the Rashtrapati
Bhavan.

While the Samajwadi Party
staked claim to form the government and prove
majority on the floor of the House, the other two
% ies said they were not going to support the SP.
_The BJP said it would sit in the Opposition. The
Samajwadi Party had fefrained from presenting a
list of MLAs and backed its claims by citing court
orders.

Mr}ha.mi was apparently following what Mr

omesh Bhandan d1d in October 1996. The then
Governor had insisted on the “stability factor”. At
that time, the BJP emerged as the largest party
(176) but was short- of a majority in the 425-
member House. Uttaranchal was not formed at
that time. The BJP had said it
should be invifed to form the
goveriiment, but Mr Bhandari
feit that it would lead to
“unscrupulous horse trading
and use of money power”.

It was not known if Mr Shastri
has raised this point (horse
trading) in his recommendation
to Mr KR Narayanan. Earlier,
Mr Shastri told the media that
President’s rule would negate
the “democratic process”.

The SP would be upset if the
recommendation is .accepted.
The party has already begun an
agitation against the delay in
inviting the party to form the
government,

The Congress hinted at
extending - support - to Mr
Mulayam  Singh  Yadav.
“Leaders of the Congress and.
SP are in touch... We favour the setting up of a
democratic government”, Mr Jaipal Rr.ddy said,
SNS adds from Delhi.

Mr Anil Biswas criticised the Centre for
recommending President’s rule in Uttar Pradesh, a
report from Kolkata adds. “It’s a sabotage to the
process of democracy”, the GPI-M leader said.

Editorial: Numbérs game in UR, py
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ANumbers gime in UP

G Mulayam Singh.is on the prowl ’b
t is doubtful whether Uttar Pradesh will have a government
any time soon. Mulayam Singh Yadav thinks he should have
the first shot by virtue of l¢ading the single largest party in\the
state, but-everyone knows it is not enough. As Sonia Gandhi
said to Harkishen Singh Surjeet — Where are the numbers?
They aren’t there for Mulayam. The SP and its allies have 146,
the Congress 26, there are 14 indeiwndents, many of them sup-
- ‘ported by.the BJP, and another 12 from the smaller parties.
. Bven if Mulayam were to get all of them, which is not at all ob-
_vieus, he would still need four more and the Congress has made
‘it plain that it won’t pitch in untit Mulayam makes up the
- deficit. What are the other possibilities? Ajit Singh has said he
_won’t support the SP, while Mayawati-has practically seques-
‘teréd her MLAs in Delhi. Besides which, Mulayam will need to
také 33 MLAs away from the BSP if higis to get around the
.anti-defection law. Mulayam is relying on the expertise of
Amar Singh and Naresh' Agarwal, forndetly of the LCP, to do
the 'sums and help him out of his quandary. The rumour is that
a-budget of Rs 150 crores has been set aside to help dithering
minds settle with their conscience. Mulayam was probably
- ‘banKing on the Governor’s invitation and on an opportunity to
prove his majority “on the floor of the house”, which is all ab-
out horse-trading as everyone, including Governor Vishnukant
Shastri, knows, Shastri, therefore, said he needed a list in order
-to ascertain whether Mulayam had substantiated his claim.

Hectic transactions are surely afoot even as we write.

Mayawati, on the other hand, is said to be contemplating a
move towards government formation on her own. This she can
do only with the BJP, which is not willing, at least not for the
moment. This has a lot to do with past experience, when Maya-
watibullied the party and then walked out when its turn to form
the-government came. There is also the Ayodhya question. Be-
" ing a part of the government will mean being on the wrong side
- of a polarisation and, possibly, letting Mayawati handle the’
situation in her own way. But then, everybody is also keeping in
mind the fact that a BJP-BSP alliance is the only one whose
numbers add up and, after a certain point, circumstances might
begin to exert pressure on both sides, unless Mulayam’s pre-
dations digpage that possibility in the interim. Therefore,.
president’s:rule is a distinct possi?ility. Rajnath Singh, for one,
thinks it might take six months, fagthe situation to sort itself
out, that is, for all the players to settle into some kind of an
equilibrium. This means that Ayodhya will be the home
minister’s«direct responsibility. He is said t i
he idea. ﬂo prizes for guessing why?
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A fulayam stakes claim to
“set up government in UP

f) [\( Lucknow ' Pa) K\q
Vy N 27 FEBRUARY VU\ T

Yadav on Wednesday formally staked claim to .
form the new government in Uttar Pradesh. Mr

Yadav met governor Vishnu Kant Shastri at Raj
Bhawan and handed over a letter staking his claim
and seeking a month'’s time to prove his majority.

He later told newsmen that the governor had
assured him of considering his party’s claim. The SP
leader said he told the governor that according to
established traditions the largest party should be invit-
ed to form the government. Mr Yadav in his letter
said the SP was the single largest party and cited the
ruling of the apex court in Bommai case that as the
largest party it should be invited to form the govern-
ment and given an opportunity to prove the majori-
ty in the Assembly. >

When asked why he had sought one month’s time the letter staking his claim to form the next
to prove his majority, Mr Yadav said the legislators government in Uttar Pradesh. — PTI
were still in their areas and besides, the Speaker of
the Assembly was also to be elected, which will take also handed over any list of the MLASs supporting him,
some time. . Citing instances, Mr Yadav said the Mr Yadav said he told the governor that there was no
Narasimha Rao and Vajpayee governments in 1991 pomt in giving any list as even after. fmmﬂnng the
and 1996, respectively were invited to-form the gov- “wre will bave to.prove our majority in theHiusg.”
ernment ag-the Céntro.as their parties had emerged . On being asked whether the governor had
as the sing ,iu:glm after the pells On whether he fora, hst. MI Yadav replied maﬁrmnﬁve "BIL

S AMAJWADI PARTY supremo Mulayam Singh

The Economic Times
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Mulayam Singh Yadav went to
Raj Bhavan this morning but
when he came out, a shadow had
crossed his face.

“The Governor is insisting
on a list of those supporting me,”
Mulayam said on his way out
after staking claim to form the
next government in Uttar
Pradesh.

Mulayam'’s Samajwadi Party
is still short of 66 legislators to
reach the simple majority mark
of 202 but he was banking on
Governor Vishnukant Shastri to
invite him as the leader of the
single largest party and prove
his majority later on the floor of
the House.

“The mandate has gone
against the BJP, and as leader of
the single largest party, the peo-
ple have obviously put their
trust in the Samajwadi Party,”
Mulayam said.

Had the Governor, whose
association with the Sangh pari-
var is well known, given Mu-
layam time, it would have been
easier for the Samajwadi chief
to put together a rag-tag coali-
tion.

Prospective defectors the
Samajwadi has contacted are
waiting in the wings, keeping a
close watch on how things devel-

op between him, the Governor-

and the Congress.

With the Congress — which
has 25 members — taking
an ambivalefit stand on extend-
- ing supper;‘. Mulayam, defec-
tors from T parties are find-
ing it difficiilt to commit them-

selves to the Samajwadi right’

away.

Lucknow, Feb. 27: A sm111ng .

Mulayain (AFP)

“What happens if we say

yes to Mulayam now and the

Congress backs out?” an Inde-
pendent candidate asked.

“We will be left nowhere. We,
too, have to keep our options
open.”

Asked what the Governor
had to say to his proposal,
Mulayam said: “We asked him
to give us a chance and he
said he will look into it. But
his insistence on the list of sup-
porters doesn’t make sense. Ma-
jority has to be proved in the
House.”

Mulayam said there were nu-
merous precedents — of the
leader of the single largest party
being called to form the govern-
ment — to back his claim.

The Samajwadi chief had
sought a month's timefrom the
Governor to prove his majority
in the House.

into \/

%w

But the Governor main-
tained that he must first
go through thelist of MLAS in
the Samajwadi camp. “If there is
a precedent of calling the leader
of the single largest party, there
is also a precedent of handing /
over the MLAs’ list,” Shastri
said.

“I have insisted on the list be-
cause it is my priority to have a
stable government in this state,”
he added.

Maintaining that there was .
no time frame within which a
government had to be formed,
the Governor reiterated that the
last word would be his and added

" that he was surprised by Mu-

layam’s refusal to even mention
the names of those who would be
supporting him.

President’s rule would, how-
ever, be the last option, Shastri
said. “I personally don’t favour
President’s rule and-I will con-
sider it only when I have ex-

" hausted all the alternatives,”

Shastri said.

But in an obvious signal of
his unwillingness to call Mu-
layam right now, the Governor
also raised the issue of horse-
trading with the Samajwadi |
chief.

“I asked him about reports
appearing in newspapers which
hint, at the buying and selling
of MLAs and Mulayam told me
not to believe in those,” Shastri
said. “I told him that if the re-
ports were true, it would be a
dark blotch on the democratlc
process.”

Political observers said
Congress support has again
become crucial for Mulayarm
to form the next government
in Uttar Pradesh.

rua TE.L.EGRAPB
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Nflayam’s only

hope s to 9’y
split the BSP

Mulayam Singh Yadav

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 25

THE BATTLE for Uttar Pradesh
is essentially a poker game. No
party has a hand -that is good
enough for victory, but all of
them hope to bluff their way to
power.

A BJP-BSP alliance is still the

/most obvious possibility. The two
parties have a majority in the
Assembly with a combined
strength of 205 which rises to 211
if you add the six Independents
who were backed by the BJP.

The BJP’s problem is with the
BSP’s terms. Mayawati wants to
be Chief Minister, she wants a
Speaker of her choice and she
would like Kanshi Ram to be
Vice-President. The BJP cannot
accept these conditions.

Hence its declaration today
that it will sit in the Opposition
and not support any party from
outside. This is intended to
frighten Mayawati into recognis-
ing that she needs to soften her
position before any alliance can
be negotiated.

Mulayam Singh Yadav’s prob-
lem is more fundamental: he
does not have the numbers. Be-
cause the BSP and BJP, between
them, command a majority in
the new Assembly, he cannot
hope to get by on the support of
smaller perties, Independents
and the Congress.

To reach a majority, he must
break the BSP. This is difficult
but by no means impossible. The
BJP’s declaration that it will not
enter into any alliance may have
the effect of pushing power-hun-
gry BSP legislators towards Mu-
layam. Moreover, many of those
elected on BSP tickets have no
long-standing loyalty to the par-
ty or to Mayawati.

Mulayam needs to win away a
third of the 98 BSP MLAs for the
defectors to say that they’ve split
the party and not violated the
Anti-Defection Act. Given that he
needs around 35 MLAs for a ma-
jority anyway (assuming that the
Congress backs him), he has noth-
ing to gain by buying up Indepen-
dents. He will target the BSP’s 15

Muslims legislators, the four Ya- -

davs and the 24 most-backward-
caste legislators. Some Samajwa-
di leaders say that even the 32 up-
per-caste MLAs elected on BSP
tickets could be up for grabs.

Mayawati and the BJP both
think that Mulayam will not suc-
ceed. They reckon that he will
fail to win over-a third of the
BSP and that a BSP-BJP alliance
will have to be renegotiated.

If that doesn’t work, then the
BJP wins anyway. It will impose

President’s rule and run-the
State from Delhi. /

“HE HINDUSTAN THES

26 F23 202



Hands full

yesterday;,

- empty
today

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Néw Delhi, Feb. 25: Queen
Bee Mayavati, who had looked
set to be Uttar Pradesh’s next
chief minister till this after-
noon, has had her hive taken
away by the BJP.

Having given the impression
that she was willing to do busi-
ness with the BJP in the “inter-
est of the Bahujan Samaj” before
TV cameras till last evening, she
went incommunicado after her
prospective ally ditched her.

- BSP sources claimed the
BJP’sfeelers prompted Mayavati
last evening to fly out of Luck-
now where she was guarding her
“vulnerable” legislators. They
said she met Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee for 15 minutes, though souir-

_ces close to the Prime Minister
" denied any such meéting.

But all the “goodwill” disap-
peared the moment her
“friends” in the BJP — Vajpayee,
Murli Manohar Joshi and Kalraj
Mishra — were reminded by out-
going chief minister Rajnath
Singh that the BJP alliance
would crumble if they had any-
thing to do with her. That would
leave the BJP, with 88 MLAs, and
BSP, with 98, short of the majori-
ty mark of 202.

A desperate Mayavati turned
to her mentor, Kanshi Ram, once
she got the bad news from the

BJP. Kanshi Ram rushed back to

the capital from Punjab. .

BSP sources are now afraid
that the Samajwadi Party might
start preying on her Muslim and
upper-caste MLAs, using the Ay-
odhya “card” to “emotionally
blackmail” the former and min-
isterships to lure away the latter,
as the BJP had done in 1998.

" . They even began to read in
Samajwadi general secretary
Amar Singh’s reported willing-
ness to “build bridges” a mess-
age meant for the BSP. Singh
said: “We are making_ all-out
efforts for a secular ative
as the electorate has clearly
voted against the BJP and we are
prepared to build bridges with
any party.”

Samajwadi sources, however,
ruled out a Mulayam-Mayavati
rapprochement, insisting that
they would rather look for num-
bers in the group of “others” (26)
- and the BJP’s allies (19). “We
cannot forget how Mayavati had
-humiliated our leader after she

pilled out support to his govern-
ment in 1995,” they said.

< Mayavati, BSP sources said,
needs to be in power to expand
her base just as the BJP is pre-
pared for a spell in the Opposi-
tion to recover its own.

T~

FROM ANAND SOONDAS

Lucknow, Feb. 25: Remember
Naresh Aggarwal? This is the
gentleman who broke away from
the Congress and helped Rajnath
Singh save the Kalyan Singh
government in Uttar Pradesh.
Aggarwal is repeating histo-
ry.in amanner of speaking. He is
now helping Rajnath Singh’s
opponent, Mulayam Singh
Yadav, to form a government in
Lucknow. The man who was in
the BJP-led government even
last year — and was thrown out
unceremoniously by Rajnath
Singh — is using his experience
to collect the numbers Mulayam
needs, working alongside the
other member of the A team,
Samajwadi leader Amar Singh. -
Aggarwal has won from
Hardoi on a Samajwadi ticket.
He has “friends” in every party
— the Congress, which he broke
to form the Loktantrik Congress,

To miake up the gap,
Mulayam will have to break
the BIP alliance

or BSP

A&A team in full

the Rashtriya Lok Dal of Ajit
Singh and even the BJP with
whose members he rubbed
shoulders when he was power
minister in its government.

Says a BJP minister close to

Aggarwal: “Naresh always
worked more as a political opera-
tor rather than a politician. That
is his strength.”

Aggarwal has already initiat-
ed talks with his “friends”, who
will have a greater incentive to
negotiate witQ him since Mu-
layam appears to be the only
horse in the race with the BJP
now opting out. The Samajwadi
leader is expected to arrive here
tomorrow and stake claim.

Senior Congress leader
Pramod Tiwari, who is said to be
eyeing the deputy chief minis-
ter’s post, sees no harm in reach-
ing a “respectable understand-
ing” with the Samajwadi Party.

Still simmering from his bro-
ken relationship with the BJP,

If Mayavati and
Mulayam join hands.
they will have a
comfortable majority

ME TELEiRAPI
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Singh has said he will support
any anti-BJP dispensation.

Of the 98 MLLAs Mayavati’s
BSP has this time, only 29 have
been legislators with the party
since 1996. Most are new and
their commitment to the party
untested.

Moreover, it has MLAs like
Amarmani Tripathi who joined
the party a short time ago after
being thrown out of the Cabinet.

There are 14 Independents
who would like to sail with the
wind instead of wasting time in
the Opposition or sitting idle in
the event of President’s rule.

“Naresh and Amar can man- 7}

age the rest,” a Samajwadi Party
legislator said, adding, “anyway,
who in their right senses would
not like the perks of power?”

Amar and Aggarwal have
Uttar Pradesh’s time-tested prin-
ciple going for them: “Mantri
banao, support pao.”

%\

Focus on ‘others’ in number hunt

FROM RADHIKA
RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Feb. 25: Washing
its hands of Mayavati, the
BJP decided to “accept and
respect the people’s verdict”
and sit out in the Opposition
in Uttar Pradesh.

The decision, taken by the
BJP’s apex decision-making
body, its parliamentary board,
has effectively cleared the decks
for the Samajwadi Party to be
invited to prove its majority in

* the legislature as the single

largest party.

BJP sources said the clincher
was the threat by its 19 allies to
quit the Uttar Pradesh alliance if
the party helped instal Mayavati
as chief minister. It is learnt that
the 14-member Rashtriya Lok
Dal and the breakaway BSP leg-
islators vociferously stated that
the BJP should have nothing to
do with her.

Once it dawned on the
leaders that the BJP alliance’s
own numbers would shrink
and it might not hit the halfway
mark with the BSP, the party de-
cided to back out. “Together
with our 88 and the BSP’s 98, we
would have made only 186. It
would be ridiculous to stake
claim to form a government,” a
BJP leader said.

Even Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee reportedly went
along with the view that rather
than get into the murky business
of breaking parties to make
Mayavati chief minister, the par-
ty should sit in the Opposition.

But the sources said that till
last evening, Vajpayee was tilt-
ing towards the BSP and had a
15-minute meeting with Maya-
vati who rushed to his house im-
mediately after reaching Delhi.

Vajpayee, it is learnt, was
also informed of how the Brah-
min votes in Uttar Pradesh had
shifted en bloc to the BSP, the
Samajwadi Party or the Con-
gress wherever one of them had
put up a strong candidate from
the community.

The sub-text was the frenetic
campaigning by the BJP’s two
Brahmin stalwarts — Vajpayee
and Murli Manohar Joshi — left
one of the party’s most commit-
ted constituencies cold. Vajpay-
ee, the sources stressed, had lit-
tle choice but endorse the domi-
nant view in the BJP.

The other
imperative was

-the VHP’s thr. ===

eat to lay siege
to Ayodhya. The
party reckoned
that if it was
part of a Maya-

vati government, from outside
or inside, it would have to face
the Ram bhakts’ backlash in the
event of a crackdown. Mayavati
had cracked the whip in Mathu-
ra in 1995 when the BJP was
backing her government.

The Samajwadi alliance,
which has 145 legislators, is
short of the halfway mark by 57.
Even if the Congress with 25
were to support it, it would still
require 32 MLAs.

Mulayam Singh has a long
way to go before he can think of
securing the Congress’ help.
Samajwadi sources said party
strategists were working on the
group of 26 “others” whoinclude
14 Independents, Kalyan Singh’s
Rashtriya Kranti Party (RKP)
and the Apna Dal.

But of these, one legisiator
from the Hindu Mahasabha —
who won Gorakhpur with a BJP
MP’s backing — would find it as
difficult to join a Mulayam-led
coalition as he would find it po-
litically untenable to induct him.

However, even if by a long
shot Mulayam
got this lot’s
support lock,
stock and bar-
rel, he would
still be short of
six, Sources

1

close tohim said

he was looking at the BJP’s al-
lies, which include Ajit Singh’s
Rashtriya Lok Dal and the Jana-
Dal (United).
™But this could also be an up-
hill task in light of the past an-
tagonism between Mulayam and
Ajit. Given the fact that Ajit ex-
tracted a Cabinet berth in the
Centre after much difficulty, it is
unlikely he would give it up to
_join hands with an old adversary.
The Samajwadi is counting
on the BJP’s smaller allies, who
have no ideological problems
with Mulayam, to provide five
more legislators. If he succeeds,
he will still need one more to
breast the tape. With counting to
be done in two more constituen-
cies, the Samajwadi is hoping
that the outcome would see it
through this arduous exercise.
With Delhi holding the key to
who would be the next chief min-
ister in Lucknow, the day began
with a breakfast meeting betwe-
en Vajpayee, the outgoing chief
minister Rajnath Singh and
state BJP chief Kalraj Mishra.
The CPM general secretary,
Harkishen Singh Surjeet, who is
working hard to bring the Sama-
jwadi and the Congress together, _,
met Mulayam and his general
secretary, Amar Singh, earlier in
the day before the BJP made up
its mind on Mayavati.




PEOPLE’S FRONT PLANS TO MEET NARAYANAN

~.-SP all set to stake
claim in Uttar Pradesh

y K. V. Prasad

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25. The Samaj-
wadi Party-led People’s Front
today stepped up efforts to form
the next government in Uttar
Pradesh and decided to build
pressure by taking its plea to the
President.

The constituents of the Front,
including the Left, have sought

appointment with the President,
K. R. Narayanan, tomorrow to
suggest that the Samajwadi Par-
ty which has emerged as the sin-
gle largest party in Uttar Pradesh
be invited by the Governor,
Vishnu Kant Shastri, to form the
government.

The CPI(M) general secretary,

Harkishan Singh Surjeet, whose
services have been sought by the

SP chief, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
to open talks with the Congress,
said today the front demanded
Mr. Yadav be allowed to forns
the government. “Allow him 5
prove the majority on the floor
of the House”.

The strategy to build pressure
on the Governor to invite the Sa-
majwadi Party, which has the
maximum 143 seats in the 403-

We don’t want to be a

prisoner of the past: Cong.

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25. The Congress today indicated
that it would try and ensure that “that a govern-
ment is not formed by or with the support of coni-
munal forces” in Uttar Pradesh. It also made it
clear that it was willing to put the past behind it in
the context of its support to the Samajwadi Party.
“We don’t want to be a prisoner of the past,” said
the party spokesperson, Jaipal Reddy.

The consensus at last night’s informal CWC
meeting appeared to be that given the arithmetic,
it was unlikely that the Samajwadi Party would be
able to muster the required number to cross the
majority mark of 202.

The Congress also preferred to wait and watch
how the situation developed on the BSP-BJP front
as well as Mulayam Singh Yadav's attempts (0
muster the required numbers. It sought to cover
its flanks by making it clear that it would not come
in the way of a secular group forming the govern-
ment, provided the numbers added up.

By making it clear that it was willing to “forget
the past, — Mr. Yadav’'s role in indirectly helping
the BJP by preventing the Congress from forming
a government in 1999 and his personalised attack

on the Congress president, Ms. Gandhi, the party
was trying to occupy the moral high ground”.

“We are not guided by personal angularities.
Unlike others, the Congress knows how to put
national interest above that of the party,” says a
CWC member.

The party was also responding to proddings
from the Left parties which have been working
overtime to bridge the gap between the Samaj-
wadi Party and the Congress and to bring about a
rapprochement between Ms. Gandhi and Mr. Ya-
dav.

The Congress today admitted that the CPI(M)
general secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, had
tried to establish contact last night with Ms.
Gandhi in this connection.

Despite its assertion that it would work to pre-
vent the installation of a BJP-led or supported
government in Lucknow, the Congress left the
onus of mustering the required numbers on the
Samajwadi Party.

Senior party leaders admit that there is little
point in the party unilaterally declaring support
without the Samajwadi Party even formally asking
for it.

BJP to sit in Opposition

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25, The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) today stated
that it would prefer to sit in the
Opposition benches in Uttar
Pradesh. It also threw cold water
on any ambition that the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) leader,
Mayawati, may have been nur-
turing by announcing that it
would not extend outside sup-
port to any party. Finally, there
was the hope that any other gov-
ernment would not be stable
and would expose itself in a very
short time.

After an hour-long meeting of
the party’s parliamentary board
at the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence today, the party presi-
dent, Jana Krishnamurthi, made
a terse announcement: ‘“The
parliamentary board has con-
cluded that the people’s verdict
has not only to be accepted but
also respected. The people have
given us the task of sitting in the
Opposition and we will do just
that.” To a question, he made it
clear that the BJP “was not sup-
porting anyone from outside”.

It seems that the party leaders
carried the day at the board
meeting. They have been point-
ing out that the politics of defec-
tions, tolerating criminals as
Ministers and indulging in
horse-trading to stay in power
had led to a shrinking support
base. A repetition of that kind of
politics would lead to a worse
debacle in the Lok Sabha polls
two years from now. It was time
to sit in the Opposition and let
the rival parties make a mess of
governance, they said.

BJP leaders denied reports

that Ms. Mavawati had met or
contacted the party or the Prime
Minister to seek support. ‘“There
have been no talks with May-
awati, no meetings with her, and
no support is being offered to
her. We will sit in the Opposi-
tion,” the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister, Rajnath Singh, said.
Mr. Singh had come here from
Lucknow on Sunday, along with
the State party president, Mr.
Kalraj Mishra, to attend the
meeting. Later today, they re-
turned to Lucknow.

The day began with a morning
meeting of senior party leaders
at the Prime Minister, Atal Beha-
ri Vajpayee's residence at Race
Course Road, where frank dis-
cussions took place about the
poor perforinance. Those who
were inclined to go along with
Ms. Mayawatli to stay in power
did not find the required sup-
port from Mr. Vajpayee, and cer-
tainly not from either Mr.
Krishnamurthi or Kushabhau
Thakre, former party president
and in-charge of Uttar Pradesh
affairs.

While the party was unwilling
to comment on how a govern-
ment would be formed in the
State — “'that is the task of the
Governor” —- there was a defi-
nite view and hope that any gov-
emnment formed by the
Samajwadi Party leader, Mu-
layam Singh Yadav, would not
last a full term. To begin with.
Mr. Yadav would have to engi-
neer some defections. Then he
would have to deal with the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad “plan”
to flood the State with "‘kar se-
vaks” for building a Ram temple

MEANS SOME SERVICE
TAXWTLL BE ADDED...

in Ayodhya. The party's strate-
gy also depends on the Gover-
nor, Vishnu Kant Shastri,
delaying an invitation to Mr. Ya-
dav to form the government.

Another worry the BJP is faced
with is the possibility of a Mu-
layam Singh Yadav-led govern-
ment re-issuing the Babri
demolition-related notification
to correct the technical flaw that
has prevented the courts from
framing charges against the
Union Ministers, [.K. Advani,
M.M. Joshi and Uma Bharti. But
even if the worst happens, the
BJP could try to make a virtue of
this and reclaim the Ram temple
issue.

MAYBE THATS To KEEP
MUM ON THE BUDGET—
BUT I'M SURE THAT'4’

-

member Assembly, comes afte
indications from the Congres
that it was for keeping the BJ
out. 'he BIP's decision to sit i
the Opposition added punch t
the argument that in the ab
sence of any combination reac
hing the majority mark, the
single largest party should be al
lowed to form the next govern:
ment. The BSP, with 98 MLAs, is
the second largest party.

The People’'s Front has 145
MILAs in a House of 403 and
even after taking the support of
26 Congress MLAs, it falls 31
short of a simple majority at 202,

The front leaders have decid-
ed to rally behind its convenor,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, with all
the constituents, including the
Communist Party of India, the
Revolutionary Socialist Party
and the Forward Bloc, demand-
ing the Samajwadi Party be in-
vited to form the government.

It was decided at the Left
Front coordination meeting to-
day that Left MPs would join the
delegation that calls on the Pres-
ident.

Meanwhile, the SP general
secretary, Amar Singh, main-
tained that the party was willing
to “'build bridges” with all secu-
lar parties in its effort to form ||
the government.

The party also mentioned
that the BSP would be betraying
the mandate if it aligned with
the BJP in forming the next gov-
ernment.

“The vote in Uttar Pradesh
was against the BJP and the BSP.
The latter had campaigned
against the ruling alliance both
in the State and the Centre and
it should not reverse it policy.”
The statement is seen as an at-
tempt to play on the perceived
differences in the BSP MLAs, es-
pecially the 20 or Muslim repre-
sentatives who may not be
comfortable with the party look-
ing towards the BJP for support.
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By Smita Gupta ({\ (
Times News Network

NEW DELHI: A shell-shocked
BJP, coming to terms with defeat
not just in Punjab but also in
Uttaranchal, is working overtime
to retrieve the disastrous situation
in Uttar Pradesh where, singly, it
has not even touched the three-
digit figure, trailing behind the
Samajwadi Party and the Bahujan
Samaj Party.

On Sunday evening, at a high-
level emergency meeting at the
Prime Minister’s house, BJP lead-
ers remained closeted for more
than two hours, united in their
desire to prevent a Samajwadi
Party-Congress-Rashtriya Kranti
Party government at any cost but
divided on the party’s only
option—anp how to form a govern-
ment with the Bahujan Samaj
Party,

While the leaders remained
chary of repeating their earlier
experiment of baeiing a govern-
ment led ll:z the BSP’s Mayawiti
and were hoping against hope she
could be scared into acce:h?:g an
alternative-—that ghe come to the

“ Centre and Rajmath Singh be

replaced by a leader of her
choice in Lucknow —it was evi-
dent on Sunday evening that the
BJP was not banking on this. Party
sources emphasised that the most
likely scenario would be a
Mayawati-led government sup-
ported by the BJP from the out-
side. if that does not work out,

BIP is lelded on
backii)lg Ma a%u/

they sa1d it would be President’s
Rule, as thus far the SP and the
Congress numbers did not add up.

After the meeting, attended by
home minister LK. Advani, IT
minister Pramod Mahajan, party
president Jana Krishnamurthy,

UP-in-charge Kushabhau Thakre,
and allies Ajit Singh and Sharad
Yadav, everyone, except Mr
Knshnamurt.hy, whizzed past the
TV cameras. And all he said was,
“We accept the verdict of the peo-
ple. Our parliamentary board will
meet tomorrow evening to take a
final decision.”

But before the board meets,
Rajnath Singh, UP state chief
Kalraj Mishra and senior state
leader Lalji Tandon, who have
been summoned to the capital, will
meet the PM on Monday morning
to give him a sense of what the
state unit feels. Party sources say
that while Mr Singh—like most of
the party rank and file, including its
MPs—would prefer to sit in the
opposition, the other two are for a
government. A meeting of the
NDA has also been called for
Monday.

The BIP leadership is also con-
cerned that if it does not act swift-
ly, the Muslim MLAs in the BSP
flock may go astray if they are in
sufficiently large numbers. Indeed,
BJP sources said, this considera-
tion had strengthened the possibil-
ity of a Mayawati-led government
supported by the BJP from the
outside.

L]
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/PROSPECTS OF HUNG ASSEMBLY HAUNT PARTIES

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. With barely a
day left for the results of the
elections to the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly made known, the BJP
leaders put their heads together
on how best to cope with the
task of government formation,
given the strong possibility of a
fractured verdict and a hung as-
sembly. For now, the party’s
central leaders are inclined not
to have anything to do with the
Bahaujan Samaj Party, though
the State-level leaders are

ainst closing the door very
firmly on an “‘arrangement”
with Ms. Mayawati.

The Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister, Rajnath Singh, and the
State BJP president, Kalraj Mis-
hra;; came here to brief the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, the Home Minister, LK.
Advani, the party president, Ja-
na Krishnamurthi, and the for-
mer party president,
Kushahbhau Thakre. The consid-
ered gpinion among them is
that 'a’ government could be
formed only if &nyB% tltlg four
antagonists — the BJP, the Sa-
majwadi: Party, the BSP and the
Congress — is persuaded to join
hands with one or the other, as
happened in March 1997, nearly
six months. after the fractured

" confers with
colleagues on U.P.

verdict in October 1996. Also,
the view is that the BJP would
find it difficult to defend the
Governor if he were to depart
from the accepted convention
that the largest party be invited
to have the first crack at forming
the government.

As the pre-poll surveys and
exit polis gave the BJP the sec-
ond spot behind the Samajwadi
Party and predicted yet another
fractured mandate, the non-BJP
forces and parties too began
preparing for breaking out of
the impending stalemate. The
non-BJP camp, though, is yet to
start the process of rallying the
“secular’” forces.

After the meeting at the Prime
Minister's Race Course resi-
dence, Rajnath Singh main-
tained that no one could be
considered ‘“‘untouchable”. Par-
ty sources indicated that the
idea of aligning with the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party had not found
favour yet. For the record, the
BJP spokesperson, Maya Singh,
sdid the party was exploring the
possibility of government for-
mation and ruled out joining
hands with the BSP.

‘Party sources said the bitter
experience the BJP had in the
past with the BSP has led to res-
ervations against a similar tie-
up this time around. They said

W

that in the event of the BJP be-
ing unable to make ground in
government formation, a view
was to have a stint in the Oppo-
sition and wait for the other for-
mations to make an attempt.
The possibility of imposing
Central rule, as was done in
1996, was also said to be a possi-
bility. Yet, any move would de-
pend on the results and actual
strength in the new Assembly
the party would acquire after re-
sults are declared tomorrow.

The BJP Parliamentary Board
is expected to meet here on
Monday to finalise the party
strategy. The National Demo-
cratic Alliance meeting sched-
uled for tomorrow has now
been postponed to Tuesday.

On the other hand, the Sa-
majwadi Party, a prime conten-
der to regain power in the State,
prefers to keep the spotlight
away from the moves it is mak-
ing to form the next govern-
ment. At a press conference, the
party general secretary, Amar
Singh, reiterated that the SP was
confident of forming the next
government.

He refused to comment on
the possibility of the SP looking
for support from the Congress,

in case it fell short of numpers
in the final count.

-’
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Hung House
predicted in

Uttar Pradesh

Sunita Aron w(‘: \

Lucknow, February 21
WITH ALMOST all exit polls
predicting a hung House in Uttar
Pradesh, all attention will be fo-
cussed on the Governor. His role
will be crucial in determining
who forms the next government.

Governor Vishnu Kant Shas-
iri has three options.
elnvite the single largest party.
elInvite some other party, which,
according to him, can prove its
strength on the floor of the
House. ;
eRecommend the imposition of
President's rule on the ground
that no party can provide a sta-
ble government.

Will the Governor invite the
single largest party? Shastri is
ambivalent on this. He told the
Hindustan Times, "We will (go
by) the circumstances and the
Constitution... Let us see whe-
ther the single largest party can
be invited or mnot," he said,
adding that he would be guided
by the Supreme Court judgment
in the S.R. Bommai case.

Shastri may invite the single
largest party if he is "satisfied"
that it can’.provide a stable
regime and enjoys the confi-
dence of the House.

By referring to the S.R. Bom-
mai case, he has made it clear
that Raj Bhawan would not be
the venue {g¢ parties to demon-
strate theivesapport. The party

,that is invited to form the gov-
ernment will have to prove its
majority in the Assembly.

If he feels that the single lar-
gest party does not enjoy the con-
fidence of the legislature, he may
not invite it. He will exercise his
discretion, relying on the prece-
dent set by his predecessor Ro-
mesh Bhandari. In 1996, Bhan-
dari did net invite the BJP, the
single largest party.

f

The Bommai case

THE SUPREME Court
had not given any guide-
line on government for-
mation, observing, “The
Constitution does. not
create an obligation that
the political party form-
ing the ministry shall
necessarily have a ma-
jority in the legislature.
What is necessary is that
the government should
enjoy the confidence of
the House.” A govern-
ment should prove its
strength in the assembly.

HTC, New Delhi

e

The third option is to recom-
mend President’s rule on the
ground that no party can form a
stable government. Bhandari
had done precisely that in 1996.
The UP Assembly was kept un-

.der 'suspended animation' for

nearly six months. Later, the
BJP formed the government
with the BSP’s support.
Shastri’s decision to follow the
satisfaction clause will undoubt-
edly cause controversy: the par-
ty which is invited to form the
government will be better placed

to indulge iWV
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[ STRAY CLASHES MARK POLLING PROCESS

50-55 p.c. turnout,
in U.P. elections 0 v

"ﬂ

|

By ]J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, FEB. 18. Between 50 and 55 per cent
votes were cast today in the second phase of poll-
ing to Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections, which,
by and large passed off peacefully. Stray clashes
and obstruction of the polling process at some
places were, however, reported.

Two persons sustained gunshot injuries in a
clash between workers of the Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty and the Samajwadi Party at Nadaura village
under Mehmoodabad police station in. Farruk-
habad district, according to reports received
here. Minor clashes between the supporters of
rival parties were also reported in the districts of
Mainpuri, Etawah and Kanpur.

A police head-constable was killed in a firing
incident in Jalaun district but this, reports
claimed, was not poll-related.

Briefing newspersons, the State’s Principal
Home Secretary, Naresh Dayal, said that workers
of BSP and SP exchanged fire at Nadaura village.
One person was injured from each side.

mmw— 3 > "'

In Kanpur, members of a minority commumty
allegedly prevented members of the majority
community from casting their votes at a polling
booth in Sisamau locality. This was followed by
protests by BJP workers. The BJP candidate,
Anant Mishra, was allegedly assaulted by BSF
personnel after he caught one of their officials by
his collar. A crowd of several hundred BJP work-
ers later sat on a dharna at Sisamau crossing, Mr.
Dayal said.

There were minor clashes between supporters
of rival parties at Kuberpur village under and Na-
gla Mangli village. Police intervened to prevent
the escalation of violence in both cases.

At Maraiya Karilgarh village under Pachaygaon,
members of a polling party were attacked by a
group of villagers. Voting was comparatively dull
(slightly over 45 per cent) in Lucknow and Kan-
pur. Comparatively higher polling was recorded
in Lakhimpur Kheri district (55 per cent), Kanpur
rural (58), Mampuri (58) and Etawah:(55). Sitapur
(48), Unnao (44) and Chitrakoot (51) were some
of the other districts which recorded poor polling.

4

19 Fe8 2




re

c)/w
v
WITH THE FORMALISATION of alliances and
the various parties announcing their candidates

and releasing their manifestoes, the poll scene
in Uttar Pradesh has now reached a decisive

.
"
/

phase. The battle of ballots in this sense is most

likely to be between the BJP-led National Demo-

cratjc Alliance and Mulayam Singh Yadav’s Sa-

majwadi Party. But then, there is no way that the

‘Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) can be written off

given the substantial following it has built up
among the Scheduled Castes. Alongside these,

‘the Congress (I), whose base began to dwindle
-ever since the 1989 general elections, too is

showing signs of some revival with social groups
that had shifted allegiance to the BJP beginning
to return to the fold after Sonia Gandhi took
over as party president. Tt is a combination of all
these factors that lends to the election scene in
the State a lot of uncertainty. And it is a fact that
the outcome of the Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh will impact on the overall national po-
litical scene in the months to come.

If retaining power in Uttar Pradesh will mean
a lot for the BJP as such in particular and the
NDA in general, a substantive increase in the
votes polled {from that in the past couple of
elections) will mean a lot for the Congress (I)
too. That the Congress (I) is hardly in a position
to emerge as a prominent player in the State is a
truth that even its own leaders will acknowledge
readily. Sonia Gandhi and her aides cannot be
oblivious to the ground realities in the State.
After all, they must be aware that to register
such gains, the Congress (I) will need to win
back a cross-section of the social groups that
had switched to different parties in the past dec-
ade. While the upper castes as a whole had shift-
ed allegiance to the BJP, the BSP had managed
to entrench itself firmly among the Dalits. And
as for the Muslims, despite the fact that they are
no longer steadfast in their opposition to the

A
POLLS IN UTTAR PRﬁSH w8

Congress (I) — a development after Decegnber
1992 — the community as such has adppted
what has come to be known as “strategic voting” !
against the BJP. This has been shown in its pref-
erence for either the Samajwadi Party or the BSP
and the choice has depended on the ability of

“these two parties to put together a winning so-

cial chemistry in each constituency. In other
words, the minorities have refused to follow a
pattern across the State. Given this background
and the fact that the Congress (I) has hardly been
able to revive its organisational presence in Ut-
tar Pradesh, it remains to be seen if the party can
register any significant gains.

This being the ground reality, there are good
enough reasons to attribute a major role for the
Samajwadi Party (and the BSP) in this election.
These two parties, with their strong organisa-
tional machinery across the State, could emerge
into major players in the post-poll scene apart
from the BJP. Meanwhile, the BJP, burdened as it
is with the baggage of five years of non-govern-
ance, is seeking to revive its prospects by whip-
ping up passions over the Ayodhya issue once
again. While it remains to be seen how far the
Hindutva campaign will help the party in anoth-
er election, one cannot gloss over the adverse
effects of such passions being whipped up
alongside the election campaign. It is this factor
that the civil administration in Uttar Pradesh
needs to concern itself with. Experience has
shown the extent to which the storm troopers of
the Sangh Parivar have managed to terrorise
men and women, particularly those belonging to
the Muslim community, on the day of polling.
The revival of the temple campaign by the VHP
is indeed a means to achieve this end. This cer-.
tainly is a cause for concern and it is imperative
for the Election Commission to ensure that the
poll process is not vitiated by communal
tensions.
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"BJP opts for UP opposmon benches

Mulayam expects Raj Bhavan invitation to forn government

By Bhaskar Roy

Sanjay Sekbhri
Times News Network ’)\/(

' USIORE TH

NEW DELHI: The BJP’s decision to sit in the
opposition has raised the possibility of the
Samajwadi Party being asked by Uttar Pradesh
governor Vishnukant Shastri to try and form
the government in Lucknow.

Although numbers still elude the single-
largest party with a tally of 147, the SP leader-
ship feels that the invitation from the governor
could “radically change” the situation.

SP leaders Mulayum Singh Yadav and Amar
Singh spent the whole of Monday confabulat-
ing with their allies in the People’s Front to
work out a viable strategy for the game of man-
aging numbers.

In fact, they sought an appointment with the
President for Tuesday to persuade him to direct
the UP governor to follow the presidential con-
vention of inviting the leader of the single
largest party. They are citing President Shankar
Dayal Sharma’s decision to call Atal Behari
Vajpayee as the leader of the single-largest
party to form the government in 1996,

In between consulting their allies and keep-
ing in touch with party managers in Lucknow,
Mr Mulayam Yadav sought to explore ways of
bridging the between the numbers at his
command an t e magic figure of 202 required
to prove amajority in a House of 403.

Even if the Congress, with its 26 MLAs,
decides to support the SP and the latter can

up the support of a majority of the 23
Independents and fringe-group MLAs, the
party will still fall short of the required number.

The SP’s search for the elusive number might
result in attempts at poaching on rival turf If
the mood in the SP camp is any indication, it
seems keen to go all out to cobble together a
majority.

The BJP decision to sit in the opposition has
apparently come as a disappointment for BSP
leader Mayawati. Hoping to secure the BJP’s
support, she met Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee on Sunday night and apparently
sought his help to form the next government in
Lucknow.

Now that the SP has decided to stake its
claim on Tuesday, the BSP leader’s main worry
seems to be to keep her flock together, scarred
as the party has been in the past by poachers
from rival camps.

Observers feel that some of the BJP’s allies
could also be the target of the SP’s attempt to
Eut together a majority. “Now that it has

ecome clear that the SP alone is in a position
to form the govemment in UP certain equa-

POLLS TOLL

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee makes his way to parliamem on the first day of the budget
session in New Delhi on Monday. On his left is minister for parliamentary affairs Pramod

Mahajan.

tions are sure to change,” party general secre-
tary Amar Singh said.

CPM general secretary H.K.S. Surjeet, who
emerged as the principal negotiator for the SP,
got in touch with Congress peesident Sonia
Gandhl and some other leaders. “There has

ol g

been a tradition of inviting the single-largest
party to form the government. Mulayam Singh
will stake his claim on Tuesday,” Mr Surjeet
ful that the SP
e nuinbers. “The
numbers will come,” he said cryptically.
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