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“Hunger stalks Rajasthan village

Neem-ki-Madhi (Baran):
This village, like many in the
drought-affected Rajasthan,
has given up hopes of rainsa
long time age. But now, there
is no hope of getting any
foodgrains too. Starvation is
only too evident on the faces
of the residents of Neem-ki-
Madhi. The distended stom-
achs and spindly legs of chil-
dren speak of severe malnu-
trition.

Three children lie covered
in shawls outside a hut, ‘Bi-
mar’ {ill) is the word the vil-
lagers use to describe the
frail figures of Rajaram, Ra-
jkumar and Mahesh. In an-
other hut, an aged woman,
ailing, lies huddled under a
sheet.

Death hasn’t come calling
vet to this tiny village com-
prising just about two dozen
houses inhahited by the im-
poverished Sahariva tribe.
But starvation clearly has.

To the stories of hunger
and starvation deaths of chil-
dren emanating from vil-
lages in Shabad and Kis-
hanganj, additional district
magistrate (ATYM) Shahbad
Shanker Lal Bunker claims:
“Nobody has died of hunger
The children who died had a
history of fever and pneume-
nia.” Mr Bunker then men-
tions the ‘navratras’ during
which people fast and of “nt-
raharnavratras™ in which he
claims people survive on a
‘laung ka joda aur pani’
{cloves and water}.

The medical officer sitting
next to him pipes up, “Even if
you don't eat for 12 days, you
won't die of starvation but de-
hydration.” He goes on to cite
the instance of ‘rishis’ who
survive without food for days.

The drought has also en-
sured unemployment since
most work as agricultural
labourers.

W A

& '

Sanjay Sexnri

The Sahariyas, a tribal group of Neem-ki-Madhi village in Rajasthan, face a bleak future.
Starvation is common and death does not seem far away.

Few of the affected have
found work in the relief wark
started by the state govern-
ment and many are yet to be
paid.

The Saharivas are tribals
concentrated in the Shahbad
— _
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and Kishanganj tehsils of the
Baran district which is bear-
ing the brunt of the drought
with the deaths of some 20
children reportedly because
of starvation.

Whether it is administra-
tive inefficiency or the sheer
remoteness of this tiny vil-
lage in this south-eastern
part of Rajasthan, food isn't
reaching here,

“We are eating ‘sama’ (wild

grass seeds),” goes the com-
mon refrain. Much as the Ra-
jasthan government would
have everyone believe that
‘sama’ is the staple diet of the
Sahariyas, it isn’t really so.

Pounded into powder and
rolled into dry rotis or sim-
ply mixed in water and
drunk like a brew, the
drought-affected in Baran
district are forced regularly
to eat something they once
consumed only oceasionally
Says Munni, “Only if there is
something at home can we
eat”. Berries and bajra seeds
too are being used to fill hun-
gry stomachs.

Some of the villagers flash
ration cards issued to below-
poverty-line (BPL) families
entitling each family to food-
grains at extremely sub-
sidised rates.

As for the Antyodava cards
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arains at
BPL, none
1448 one.
iaven't got
“1e public
<1 this year
heir cards

meant to provid:
rates cheaper than
in this village ;-
Most say thev
any grains from
distribution svsh
though entries in:
speak otherwise
Take Kalyan. #mnse ration

card indicates b - asallocat-
ed 40 kg of whes t - very alter-
nate month s - January

but in reality h: - got noth-

ing.

He savs he il 1 35 kg of
wheat in August b st the deal-
er chose to entr 70 kg in-

stead on his cand < learly; the
dealer has diveried grains
meant for them :i-owhere.

Says Kalu, th  sarpanch
under whom Neeur-ki-Madhi
falls, “The situaliom is really
bad. There is v fodder or
grains. Starvait s actually
there.”
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CYNICAL MANIPULATIONS AND intrigues are
by no means new either to Punjab’s Akali poli-
tics, notorious for factional feuds, or elections to
the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandak Commit-
tee (SGPC), the apex body that controls the ad-
ministration of Sikh shrines in Punjab, Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh. But what marked out
the elections to the SGPC’s executive this time is
the new benchmark these ugly features regis-
tered in the run-up to the poll, with the Con-
gress Chief Minister, Amarinder Singh,
contributing not a little to the murky develop-
ment by his intrusive role, both at the political
and governmental levels, his protestations not-
withstanding. In the event, Mr. Amarinder Singh
ended up not only getting a stiff note of warning
from his party chief, Sonia Gandhi, against any
attempt to overplay the Government's role but
also suffering the embarrassment of seeing his
bete noire and former Chief Minister, Prakash
Singh Badal, reasserting his control over the
SGPC. Mr. Badal's nominee and incumbent
president, Kirpal Singh Badungar, got elected
for another term defeating the candidate fielded
by the rival Gurcharan Singh Tohra faction and
by a margin thai put paid to all talk of a serious
erosien of his support base in the institution. To
an extent, the Chief Minister’s misadventure on
the SGPC front, which reflected a not-so-subtle
attempt to neutralise the authority of Mr. Badal
by propping up the Tohra faction against him
and using the levers of governmental power for
that purpose, has blotted his record and may
well blunt the edge of his campaign against the
erstwhile Badal Government's misdeeds.

For Akali politics, the outcome is a clear testi-
mony that Mr. Badal continues to hold the field
in the SGPC without a real challenger. It was on
becoming Chief Minister that through cleverly
sequenced deft manoeuvres he got his own per-
sons at vantage points in the Sikh religious
structure, marginalising his arch rival, Mr. Toh-
ra. The SGPC saw Mr. Tohra, who reigned su-
preme for two decades and more, being
replaced by Bibi [agir Kaur as its head and the

MR. BADAL’S TRIUMPH m\:

Akal Takht too witnessed a ilar change of
guard. That Bibi Jagir Kaur had to step down
under unedifying circumnstances is a different
matter. But the fact remains that, despile all the
factional squabbles and allegations of vinlations
of the Sikh religious code, it is Mr. Bada! who has
had a decisive say in the matter of appointments
and nominations to key positions. Neither the
loss of governmental power nor desertions from
his party, Shiromani Akali Dal, would appear to
have made any significant dent, as of now, in Mr.
Badal’s sway over the SGPC or other centres of
religious authority.

More basically, Akali politics, which has for
historical reasons an underpinning of religion,
has deteriorated to a levei at which the various
factions have few compunctions about rotally
obliterating the divide between the two domains
and, worse, using priestly office and edicts to
serve partisan political ends. In fact, it the in-
stitutions of supreme spiritual authority such as
the Akal Taiht — or even the SGPC for that mat-
ter — have had their stature and sublimity di-
minished, it is primarily because of this cynical
game the political class has been playing, with
even the high priests of gurdwaras remaining
divided and acting according to their factional
loyalties. This came into full view more recently
during the chief ministerial tenure of Mr. Badal
himseif and some of its fallout is still lingering.
Now, in the latest SGPC poil, while it may be true
that Mr. Amarinder Singh had his own axe to
grind, there could be no question of the Govern-
ment being restrained from discharging irs con-
stitutional duty of ensuring that the Iractious
fight between rival Akali factions did not lead (o
any breach of public peace and order, apprehen-
stons of which arose from the sort of mabilisa-
tion the two camps had threatened to makxe at
the poll venue in the Golden Temple complex, In
fact, the Badal faction too felt it expedient to

indent on the ruling coalition at the Centre to#

send a team of “ohservers™. The real remedy lies
in divorcing religion and politics and scrupu-
lousiy respecting the divide.

e

10 NOV 1m

§ O

i



L2

I
i By Sarabjit Pandher
. AMRITSAR, NOV. 12. Amsid unprec-
edenied security arrangements
in the "holy city’ of Amritsar, the
clections of the president, of-
fice-bearers and executive com-
mittee members  of the
Shiremani Gurdwara Parband-
' hak Commitiee 1SGPC) ended
peacefully, with the Badal fac-
tion retaining its hold without
difficulry.

Kirpal Singh Badungar was
retained as its chiefl when he
easily defeated Sant veer Singh
Madhoke, who was sponsored
by the tival Akalis. Mr. Badun-
gar polled 91 votes against Sant
Madoke's 68,

In the 190-member house,
the five head priests do not have
a vating right, while nine mem-
bers have died since the present
house was constitued in 1996.
Of the 176 agtiet members, one

ﬁ f e ..‘- .‘n:.n.
The SGPC president, Kirpal

Singh Badungar, after he was
re-elected on Tuesday.

member abstained, four voters
of the Akali faction led by Sim-
ranjit Singh Mann, MP, baycort-
ted the polls and, as per the
directions of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, the votes

e LONT

adal faction retains SGPC

Jg/n

of 12 members disqualified b
the Sikh Gurdwara Judicial
Commission (SGIC) were kep
in a sealed envelope. The elec
tion of his loyalist has come a-
shot in the arm for the Shiroma
ni Akali Dal (5AD} chief, Pas
kash Singh Badal, wha foughi
grim battie for his pelitical s
vival.

While the elections passed ol
withoul any untoward incider:
despite the high drama that pre
ceded it, the Badal taction non.
inees also won the pasts o
senior and junior vice-pres.
dents and general secretary .
a majority in the 1 l-member e-
ecutive commiitee, Curfew-fi. .
conditions  prevailed in tho
walled city. Shops around 1w
Golden Temple were clo-uil
with the security forces setling,
up checkpoints all over.

. Action against Cwi
sought: Page 31
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A boost\ to Badal

Chanchal Pal Chauhan
in Amritsar | :

Nov. 12. — The victory of
the Shiromoni Akali Dal in
the SGPC polls has come as
a boost to the beleauguered
National Democratic Alli-
ance which has been suffer-
ing reverses in recent ele-
ctions.

The success of SAD
candidate, Mr KS Badu-
ngar, as SGPC chief for the
segcond time in a row has
come as a shot in the arm
for its president, Mr PS
Badal.

Mr Badungar securcd 91
votes defeating his rival
Baba SV Sigh with a
margin of 23 votes. The
voting began at 1 p.m. and
ended at 4 p.m. and the
results were announced
amidst tight security.

The NDA delegation led
by Union minister for
labour Mr 88 Verma, which
scrutined the polis,
expressed satisfaction. The
other members of the team
were Mr PC  Thomas
(IFDP), Beatrix [’Souza
(Samata Party), Ms Anita
Arya {BJP) and Mr Zora
Singh Mann (SAD).

Mr  Badal who had
suffered a setback in the
Dethi  Sikh Gurudwara
Prabandhak Committee a
few months back had
manovuered a NDA team
to oversee the elections,
hiving a high stake in the
Akali politics,

“We were fully confident
0 a victory and the elections
hwe  given the seal of
approval. We wanted to give
[}e (,()ILQ?LSH rovernment

Mr Tohra a befitting

!

reply. Both were hand-in-
glove to control religious
bodies for their political

ends,” Mr Badal said.
The cheering  SAD
activists and SGPC

members loyal to Mr Badal

NDA

kY P WL’

The Lfﬁﬁltd faction led
by Mr GS Tohra, who has
headed this body for the
longest period. got more
votes than expected. s
candidate secured 68 votes
more than expected.

Mr Parkgsh Singh Babai (right} celebrates the election of Mr Kirpal
Singh Badungar {left with garlands) in Amritsar on Tuesday. — AFP

raised slogans, describing.

the results as a victory over
the Congress government.
After a harrowing fortnight
which saw the members
hounding for cover in
Haryana and Himachal to
escape horse-trading and
povernment pressure, the
winr was celebrated with the
raising of naked swords.

“We may have tost in the
numbers game but the result
has vindicated our stand for
a change in the leadership.
QOur tally has increased
significantly with many
members clearly reposing

faith in our policies. It is just
fuck that v%fguld not
repeat the ethi feat.”
remarked Xir Tohra

\ .S

The third major group Jed
by the Lok Sabha member,
Mr S § Mann, who enjoyed
the support of four
members, hoycotted the
election. Mr Mann left the
venue much before the
voting begari.

The tussic between the
Akalis and the Congress is
likely to intesify with the
newly elected president, Mr
Badungar demanding that
the chief minister, Captain
Amarinder Singh, resign.

“The government’s
interferace in the Sikh
religious affairs was a

matter of wreat cancern.
Such direc:  involvement
calls for cesignation of
Captain Amarinder Singh
whaose evil designs to curb
our freedom has failed. He
has resigned twice on the
issue of interference and it
is right time that he himself
put in his papers to save the
dignity of our religion,” Mr
Badungar said after the
results were angounced.
The SAD also swept the
posts of senior and junior
vice-presidents  and  the
general secretary. - A big
victory procession was taken
out by the winners arcund
the city after paying obisence
at the Golden Temple.
Amritsar which has been
turned into i fortess by the
heavy deplovinent of the
police and para-military
forces is likelv to return 1o
normal with ihe end of the.

elections,  Today all roads
leading to the venue was
sealed and commercial
establishments  including.
the “sarais™ of the SGPC,
were vacated in
annTrhinisin: Jua nreach of
peace.
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" Badal defies order,

enters Amrlts?r g}ty

HV '8y sarabijit Pandher, Y
AMRITSAR, NOV. 11, .'\s{t € fpount-
down began today for the Shiro-
mani Gurdwara ParbAndhak
Committee {SGPC} elections,
the Shiromani Akali Dal presi-
dent, Parkash Singh Badal,
stormed Amritsar city with over
100 of his men defying prohib-
itory arders promulgated by the
State Government, which for a
change appeared to have gone
on the defensive.

To prevent any untoward in-
cident on Tuesday, the polling
day. the holy city of Amritsar
has been converted into a huge
cantonment. All roads leading
to the city and inside were heav-

/’ly barricaded as security per-
S0

sonne. searched wvehicles for
weapens or “mischievous’ ele-
ments. Though people com-
plained of being put to
inconvenience, there was na

" visible (ension at the social

level.
Mr. Badal, who reached Am-

~ritsar by road, defied all orders

Funder section 144 Cr.P.Co o Ex-

* ¢cept outside the Golden Temple

complex, the N5G commandos
accompanied Mr. Badal, though

. the Chief Minister, Amarinder

Singh, at & recent press confer-
ence had announced that the
Akali sypremo would not be al-
! Towed any guards cxcept those
from the Punjab police, within
the limits of the Amritsar reve-
nue district.

The SGPC members loval to

. Mr. RBadal reached the Raja San-
! si airpurt in the afternoon in a

chartered aireraft.

Those whn accompanied the
group included Mr. Badal’s son,
Sukhbir Singh, and ncphew,
Manpreet Singh. The Unpion
Ministers, Sahib Singh Verma
and 8.5. Dhindsa, and the MPs,
»,C. Thomas and Arti Arya, also
arrived as part of an NDA team
to observe the elections, which

- e

ay.

The slogan-shouting Badal
supporlers were bundled into
three waiting buses. | eading the
convey, Mr, Badal reached the
gate of the Golden Temple com-
plex adjacent to the rest houses
for the pilgrims, but could not
proceed further as there was a
heavyv deployment of police and
the entrance was barricaded,
Though police had set up a
numhber of checkpoints  en
route, the convoy was not stop-
ped anywhere. Mr. Sukhbir
Singh's “youth brigade” threw a
protective human chain to es-
cort the members to the Guru
Hargobind Niwas, which was
occupied by the Badal loyalists
despite the administration hav-
ing effected a vacation of all
inns in the Golden Temple
complex.

After reaching the newly con-
structed inn, Hargobind Niwas,
Mr. Badal was closcted with his
supporters, who as is the age
old practice. authorised him
take the decvision regarding
nominating the nexi presiden-
tial candidate, other office-
bearers and members of the ex-
eculive committee.

Sonia ‘pulls up’ CM

In  Chandigarh, the Chief
Minister sought to stress that
his party had no stakes in the
resulis of the SGPC elections.
He defended the decisions of
his Government as an attermnpt
to avoid any breach of law and
order. |t is being viewed that the
State (overnment has softened
its stance afler being "pulled
up” hy the Congress chief, 50-
nia Gandhi.

In a related development, the
Punjab and Haryana High Court
staved the arrest of the former
SGPC chief, Bibi Jagir Kaur, who
was being proceeded against for
power theft.

CM under flre: Page 13
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_Badal won’t

Ay

CHANDIGARH, Oct. 20.
~ The former Punjab chief
minister, Mr Parkash Singh
Badal, who is likely to be ar-
rested by the state govern-
ment on charges of financial
and administrative fraud, to-
day refused to seek anticipa-
tory bail to prevent arrest.

The chief minister, Capt.
Amarinder Singh, has al-
ready said that once some
“fool-proof evidence” is col-
lected by the state vigilance
bureau against Mr Badal,
the former chief minister,
atong with some of his fami-
fy members, will be arrested.

On the government'’s
stand, the Shiromani Akali
Dal leader said: “The gov-
ernment is all set o arrest
me. It has been trying to do
80 for last eight months. The
suspended PPSC chairman,
MR RP Sidhu, was asked to
talk against me. The arres-
ted four ministers of my gov-
ernment were told to do the
same, Though the govern-
ment has not been able to
prove my involvement in
any embezzlement so far, it
has traumatised me,”

He further said: “The gov-
ernment has been tapping my

Lo e %
anticipatory

Mr Parkash Singh Badal
telephone calls and monitor-
ing my movement. My sup-
porters are heing harassed.”

The former chief minister
called for a mass agitation,
beginning on 15 November,
in protest against the Con-
gress government’s recent
decision to withdraw power
subsidy to the agriculturc
sector and the unabated re-
pression against the SAD
and BJP leaders. This was
decided at a two-day meet-
ing of the SAID)’s political af-

ee
aglv—

1

fairs committee.

“We will start with dhar-
nas and demonstrations
which will culmipate into
jail bharo programmes, The
government has already
breached trust of the people
by interfering into Sikh reli-
gious matter. We have been
asking the government to
desist from providing secur-
ity to our members in the
SGPC but the police are fol-
lowing our party members,
Comsequently, we had to
take shelter in Haryana,
The government’s primary
objective is 1o erase us. But
now we will fight 1he fina)
battle,” he said.

The SAD gave an ultima-
tom of 25 days to the gov-
ernment to rollback the
power tariff decision, pay Rs
200 as bonus with the Mini-
mum Support Price and pay
compensation of Rs 3,000
per acre to all drought-hit
farmers in the state.

The government said it
would not reverse its deci-
sion, which was proposed by
the Punjab State Elecricity
Regulatory Commissjon.
The government cited poor
financial health of the state

as the reason for imposing
power tariff. /gGS
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E) % Navin on a dangerous course!

he more Navin Patnaik finds the ground slip under Bis feet.
the mare he resorts to desperate measures. The BID which
he heads is sharply divided between g hiandful of lovalists and o
majority of rebuels who are determined to farce a change in
leadership. This cxplains 1he spate of arrests 1n Orissa involving
essentially dissidents whao have tined up with senior leaders fike
Ramakrushna Patnaik and Nalinikanta Mobanty to virtually
declare war nn the chief minister. The unrest has been sparked
further by protest rallics which e rocked the state and 1w
which the only answer from Nuvin has been suspension of
rebeds. The arrests are in all probability a warning 10 members
of his awr party that he 8 prepared o use Torce if necessary to
stem dissent. This marks the decline of a teader who entered
politics with enormons goodwill helped by the muntle of his
tlustrious futher. What has happened is the opposite. There is
a good deal of alarm that the ¢hicf minister thinks nothing of
using the potice 1o crush dissent: it will be a miracle it Navin can
use these lactics 10 improve his standing. ?. o) et
The police furce is necded to 1ackle the growing menace of
Naxalites, muny of whom have crossed over from Andhra
Pradesh. The trital districts have hecome a happy bunting
ground for them because the state government has not made
the stightest effort to sobve Jand dispuics or make social welfare
programmes cffective. The continuing spectre of poverty in the
viltages is 4 telling example of nun-pertormance. What is worse,
the chicf minister does not seem to have a plan for dealing with
Naxafites who hive become champions of the poor by default
and believe in vielence as an instrument of power, This can
anly lead to further unrest and, ¢ombined with the war within
the BJD, pose a serious challenge to the administration. The
BIP. o pariner in the ruling alliance, has every reason 1o doubt
Navin®y, capacity 10 control an explosive situation. The state
Congress is perhaps only waiting for the BID o destroy itself
50 4% 10 stage a comeback. But that can he no consolation,
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4aveen axe on-

Ramakrushna

f\
Sandeep Mishra \A v

Rhubaneswar, September 22

FORMER FINANCE Minister of
Orissa Ramakrushna Patnaik
has heen expelled from the pri-
mary membership of Biju Jana-
ta Dal for six years on charges of
“open indulgence in serious
anti-party activities,” BJD secre-
tary-general Damodar Rout said
in a Press release.

Patnaik's expulsion follows
his projection as future Chief
Minister by BJD dissidents at
Fridav's meeting in Hinjili, the
Chief Minister’s constituency,
two days ago. There Ramakrush-
na openly challenged Naveen ac-
cusing him of being corrupt, au-
tocratic, a burden on the people
of Orissa and remote controtled
by a retired bureaucrat.

Reacting to the expulsion, Ra-
makrushna on Sunday said, “Iam
still in the BJD and very much a
member of the Legislature Party
1 am a founder-member of the
party and nobody can expel me.”

“I am rather thankful to Na-
veen, As a disciplinarian I could
not have exposed the Govern-
ment in the Assembly Now I can
unmask the Chief Minister and
lay bare his Government on the
floor of the House,” he added.
The House meets for the mon-
s00n session on Monday,

Dubbing Naveen as a “fright-
ened goat”, Ramakrushna said
his expulsion is “unconstitution-
al and undemocratic.”

During the initial months of
the BJD-BJP Govermment in the
State, Ramakrushna was one of
the closest aides of Naveen.

-~

Ramakrushna Patnaik
Crushed confidence?

Ramakrushna, who resigned
from Naveen's Cabinet on Au-
gust 6, the day the Ministry was
expanded, had also dared Nav-
een to expel him from the BJD at
the Hinjili meet,

At Hinjili, the Kodala legisla-
tor was declared as the leader of
the anti-Naveen group by ex-
pelied BJD leaders, including
Dilip Ray, former Minister Nali-
ni Kanta Mohanty, legislator
Manas Mallick and suspended
BJD MP Prabhat Samantaray,

Earlier, Kumudini, along with
Samantaray and Jajpur MP Ja-
gannath Mallick, was suspended
from the party The three, along
with three gther MPs — Prasan-
na Acharya, Bhartruhari Mahtab
and Prasanna Patsani — last
week revolted against the BJD
leadership and replaced Arjun
Sethi with Acharya as the BJD
Parliamentary Party leader.

2 3 SEP 20Ree
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“Nero Naveen +©»
He's busy battling his partymen as Orissa
finds itself in the doldrums

R the second time since he came to
power, Onssa Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik finds his authority chal-
lenged, with six of his party MPs declar-
ing avirtual war against him. Eartier for-
mer union minister Dilip Ray — who
was summarily expelled by Patnaik from

the patty — had gone on to win a Rajya

Sabhaseat despite the latter'sattempis to
prevent this. Tt is Pamnaik’s style of func-
tioning that has brought things to this
pass, The demand for the removal of his
nominee, Arjun Sethi, as the leader of
the Biju Janata Ial (BID)} Parliamentary
Party, was a mere ruse. The rebels were
actually targeting Pamaik. His detractors
were really giving him a taste of his own
medicine. He had hoped w pre-empt a
split by suspending three MPs last
month. However, his intervention back-
fired. The dissidents lured him info a
false sense of security and struck when
the time was ripe. In the ten-member
BJID Parliamentary Party, now only four
MPs are left with Patnaik. This will cer-
tamnty reduce his leverage with the NDA.

The expulsion of key political rivals
from the party may have worked for Pat-
naik at first but with the number of the
disgruntled on the rise, the chief minister
certainly needs to rethink his strategy if
hewants tosurvive. The message is clear:

ETIMES oF Iy,

. despite enjoving a popular mandate, he
has lost the confidence of his partymen.
The founding members of the BID, the
very ones who had promoted him as the
inheritor of the Biju legacy, are now bay-
ing for his blood, The chief minister
made the mistake of thinking that he is
larger than the party but Naveen Patnaik
1 no Biju Patnaik. And though he says
thatthe rebels pose no threat tohislead-
ership, he will be hard pressed to protect
his flanks in the coming days. His detrae-
tors have, in fact, already made their next

b

mowve. They have engineered a splitin

the 70-membet strong BID legislature
party. Ttis true that the arithmetic lsnot in
their favour at this stage, but who knows
about tomorrow?

Onissa, then, looks set to witness an-
other bout of heetic horse-trading. The
trouble is that it is the people of the state
who have to bear the adverse conse-
quences of this in-fighting, With the
chief minister engaged in battling his
own partymen, the administration is in
the doldrums and the state’s develop-
ment is all set to be sacrificed at the aftar
of potitical expediency. Itis time, there-
fore, for Patnaik to give up his politics of
confrontation and learn to cagry his
party collcagues along in th?agg;r in-

terests of the state.
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Sandeep Mishra \(\ X
Hinjili, September 20

REPRESENTED BY Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik in the
Qrissa Assembly, the sleepy
town of Hinjili foday woke up 1o
an unprecedented show of
Naveen-bashing as prominent
expelled and suspended BJD
leaders propped up Ra-
makrushna Patnaik as future
Chief Minister.

In a major show of strength
by anti-Naveen leaders, Ra-
makrushna and his MP wife Ku-
mudini launched a vituperative
attack on the Chief Minister
from atop a makeshift stage
formed with two truck carriers
at Hinjili's market square. They
were assisted in this job by Ra.
jva Sabha member Dilip Ray,
Kendrapara MP Prabhat Saman-
taray, former Minister Nalini
Kanta Mohanty and Dhamra
legislator Manas Mallick, even
as thousands thronged the
streets to witness the event,

While Kumudini and Saman-
taray were suspended from BJD
in August, Ray, Mohanty and

® Ramakrushna accused Naveen of
heing corrupt and indifferent to
the paople's cause

® He alleged that the CM received
ctores as kickback to sign the
agreement 1o privatise Nalco

® He vawed to stall Nalco privatisa-
tion and exposa the CM’s vested
interests

‘Rebels driv

Mallick are all expelled BJD
leaders. Upbeat over their re-
cent success in changing the
BJD  parliamentary  party
leader, the leaders vowed to mo-
bilise the entire State against
Naveen. “We will take our
struggle to the streets and occu-
py the State Secretariat soon,”
they said and added that the
Hinjili meeting marked the be-
ginning of the struggle to oust
Naveen from Orissa politics.

Ramakrushna, who resigned
from Naveen's ministry last
month, dared the BJD Presi-
dent to suspend him from the
party. “I am a founder-member
of the BJD. I had made Naveen
the BJD chief. Who can suspend
me? If they (Naveen's group)
dare suspend me then I will or-
ganise a mass convention and
dismiss Naveen from BJD.”

In his first direct attack on
Naveen in a public meeting, the
former Finance Minister ac-
cused the Chief Minister of be-
ing corrupt, surrounded by a
coterie, indifferent to people’s
cause and remote-controlled by
aretired b '

e home

AN WW

oust-Naveen

lans

Ramakrushna allexétl that

the Chief Minister in con-
nivance with some Ministers
and bureaucrats had received
crores as kickback to sign the
tripartite agreement in the pow-
er sector and privatise Nalco.
Alleging that Naveen along
with Energy Minister Surya
Naravan Patro and some oth-
ers, received a kickback of Rs
400 crore to sign the agreement,
Ramakrushna said he resigned
from the Ministry because he
opposed signing of the agree-
ment and also due to the entry
of four “thieves” in the Min-
istry. He said he would lead a
mass struggle to stall the pri-
vatisation of Nalco and expose
Naveen's vested interests in

-selling off the aluminium ma-

jor, Ramakrushna said the Oris-
sa bandh observed on Septem-
ber 19 at Naveen's behest
evoked little response because
the Chief Minister was party to
the privatisation move.

Amidst heavy police pres-
ence, the senior BJD leader
minced no words to lambast the
khaki-clad men and said his
supporters had been arrested
on false charges inthe run-up 1o
the rally Ray, who is said tc
have engineered the revolt by
six MPs against Naveen earlier
this week, said he was apolo-
getic for “burdening Orissa
with Naveen”,

He said all those who have
been expelled or suspended
from the BJD would fight to re-
move Naveen.

Mallick said the revolt of six
MPs in the BJD Pariiamentary
Party would soon be followed
a similar revolt in the BJD Lég-
islature Party.
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Violence mars Orissa bandh

900 pro-bandh activists arrested, including MLAs " :;Sa

HT Correspondent & PTI
Bhubaneswar, September 19

ABOUT 900 peaple were arrested
today during the dawn-to-dusk
statewide bandh called to protest
privatisation of the National Alu-
minum Company (Naico).

Police rounded up pro-bandh
activists who were picketing in
front of Government offices, and
blocked roads and sguatted on
railway tracks. Thev stalled traf-
fic for over an hour near Nalco's
corporate office on the Gangad-
har Meher Marg. Police arrested
several Left and Intuc leaders,
including some BJD MLAs.

The bandh, called by several
Central trade unions, has been
supported by all non-BJP parties.
While the ruling BJD had ex-
tended its total support to the
strike, its coalition partner BJP
had opposed it, saying the bandh
would net serve any purpose.

DGP NC Padhi said barring a
few incidents of violence in
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Jajpur
and Balasore, the bandh was
peaceful. CPM cadres allegedly
damaged a four-wheeler, an au-
torickshaw and three two-wheel-
ers at the Station Square area of
the city. while another group of
BJD activists allegedly damaged
vehicles on the Sachivalay Marg.

HT PHOTO

Police arrest a BJD activist during a blockade at the Rajmahal Square in Bhubaneswar an Thursday.

Chief Minister Naveen Paft-
naik did not attend office at the
State Secretariat expressing soli-
darity with the bandh. All pri-
vate and Orissa State Road
Transport Corporation {QOSRTC)

"HE HINDUSTAN TRy

buses remained off the road.

JD(S) leaders beaten up: Two
Janata Dal(S) leaders, who were
among the pro-bandh supporters
taken into custody on Thursday,

were allegedly assaulted by some
BJD supporters at a temporary
lock-up in Bhubaneswar for que-
stioning te bona fide of the re-
gional outlir to the cause of to-
day's banih.
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i State shuts in
protest, Cabinet
takes a day off

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, SEPT 19

RISSA  Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik and his
cabinet col-
leagues stayed away from office
today in support of a BID
bandh against the privatisation
of Nationa] Aluminium Com-
. pany Limited (Nalco).

DGP DN, Padhi said more
than 2,800 supporters of the
bandh, which was total across
the state, were arrested. Educa-
tional institutions and business
establishments were closed and
train services affected. Traffic
on highways was thin.

The bandh affected work at
Nalco's corporate office
Bhubaneswar but the com-
pany's installations in Angul
were functioning, officials said.

Police said most of the ar-
rests were made when pro-
bandh activists were picketing
government offices or obstruct-
ing road and rail traffic. Vio-
lence was reported from

|
i
!
I

o

Protesters bumn tyres on road during Orissa bandh called by different political parties and

trade unions in Bhubaneswar on Thursday. PT/ photo

Bhubaneswar, where vehicles
were damaged, Groups be-
longing to the BID and the
Janata Dal (S)clashed.
Panchayat Raj Minister
Damnodar Reut, Health Minis-
ter Prafulla Chandra Ghadei.
School and Mass Education
Minister Surendranath Nayak,
Minister of State for Finance
Panchanan Kanungo and for-
mer minister Debi Mishra sat
on a dhama at AG. Square.
Only MoS for Animal Re-
sources Draupadi Munmu, of
the BIP which opposed the

banclh, attended work.
Cuttack wore a deserted
look with few vehicles on the
roads and shops closed.
Badambadi, the city’s main bus
terminal, was empty. Work at
Orissa High Courtwas affected.
In Rourkela, banking, in-
surance and Central govemn-
ment offices were foreed to
close down, The Utkal Express
was detained by an howr and
could move only after the GRP
rounded up the protesters, The

- Rourkela Steel Plant was the

only exception in the city, regis-

burns over Nalco

tering 97.2 pey cent attendance
inthe A shitt. .
The BID wongratulated the
people lor supporting the
bandh. “The ople have coms:
outstronghy icexpress theirsen-
timents again-: the privatisation
move and hove made the
bandh suceesul.” BID secre-
tary general and Panchayat Raj
Minister D dar Roui said.
The bundii evoked a posi-
tive response in the industrial
town of Brajrajnagar and Bi-
ramitraput :ind in Sambalpur,
Berhampur and Balasore.
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‘Double trouble for Nay

Statasman News Service = &\ mﬁ\

BHUBANESWAR, Sept. 8. — Mt Rdmakan-
ta Mishra, Leader of the Opposition, 1oday
fambasted the state government for failure on
all fronts. He said the Opposition parties
would strive 1o corner the government on all

" importani issues in the forthcoming monsoon

session of the state Assembly. These include
the power crisis in the state, drought, Naleo
privatisation and the alleged hunger deaths,
Mr Mishra said the government had failed
10 provide food security to people. The Rajya
Sabha's petition commitiee had received 158
complaints of starvation deaths in KBK
(undivided Koraput-Bolangir-Kalahandi) dis-
tricts, he said. Instead of providing free rice,
the state governmem had raised the price of
PDS rice from Rs 4.75 1o Ry 630, This, at a
time when the state was reeling under drought.

Protests over Najco disinvestment
Janata Dal {5} president Mr Ashok Das today
said the chorus of protests against disinvest-
ment of Naleo was a “fraud on the peaple of

THE STATESMA»

Orissa” and an a?lempt 10 shelve ali pen}r[:

probes including the one related to Naleo's
contraversial takeover of the uaviable Inter-
national Aluminium Private Limited.

Mr Das charged Mr Navin Patnaik with not
oppasing, the disinvestment of Naleo because
of the scam involving the takeover of IAPL by
Nalco. He claimed at a press meet that Nalco
was forced to buy JAPL, an incomplete and
unviable project, at the behest of Mr Patnaik,
who was then Union steel and mines wiaister.
A probe into the deal was pending, he said.

Mr Das said if Nalco was privatised, Mr Pat-
naik would get a breather as no official prabe
could he made nto a deal by a private compa-
ny. The proposed disinvestment of Naleo has
drawn flak from all political parties including
the BID which has threatened to launch an
agitation. The Opposition bas, however, dis-
missed the BID’s protests as an cyewash.

Former chief minister and Union minister
Mr Nilamani Routray has warned Mr Vajpay-
ee in adester of a ront for the BID-BIP in the
next elections if the alliance went ahead with
the proposed disinvestments. /
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ban on

BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 18, Con-
gress members in the Orissa As-
sembly today demanded the
tesignation of the Chijef Minis-
ter, Naveen Patnaik, over the
storming of the Assembly by ac-
tivists of the Vishwa Hindu Pat-
_ishad and the Bajrang Dal on
Saturday last. Members cutting
across party lines condemned
the incident and demanded a
| han on the VHP and the Bajrang
| Dal.
The Leader of the Opposition,
| Ramakanta Mishra, who com-
pared the vandalism with the
terrorist strike on Parliament,
said their action amounted to a
murder of democracy. The BID-
BIP Government had no moral
\ right to continue and the Chief
Minister must quit, he said.
| The Janata Dalis) member,
| ashok Das, Pradipta Panda of
_ the CPI{M), Nityananda Prad-
. han (CPI} and Lalatendu Bi-
dyadhar Mohapatra {Congress)
demanded a ban on the VHP
and the Bajrang Dal.
Stating that the incident had
totally exposed the inefficiency

~"Orissa Assembly demands o
Bajrang qul*"

VHP,

Student activists courting arrest demanding a ban
on the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, in Bhubaneswar
on Monday. — Photo: Aneel Mishra

of the Government, Mr. Mishra
said instead of suspending po-
licernen at the lower level, ac-
tion shouid be taken against the
Chief Secretary, Home Secretary
and the Director General of Po-
lice for the glaring security
lapse.

Earlier, the House dispensed
with the question hour and took
up discussion on the incident
through an adjournment mo-
tion moved by some Opposition

members.

In his initial statement, Mr.
Patnaik shared the feeling of
outrage of the members over the :
unfortunate incident and said '
they must decide whether the !
enguiry into the ghastly incident
should be conducted by a House
Committee or a judicial probe !
was required. “We will go to the |
root of the problem and who-
soever, big or small, will not be
spared,” he said. — P1I L
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By Prafulla Das 5

BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 17. Tlle
Orissa  Government  tod
placed a number of police peg-
sonnel under suspension for
negligence in duty following the
attack on the Assembly on Sat-
urday. Around 500 activists of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the
Bajrang Dal and the Durga Va-
hini had stormed the Assembly
building and indulged in van-
dalism.

Addressing presspersons af-
ter his return from New Delhi
today, the Chief Minister, Na-
veen Patnaik, said, “Some po-
licemen, including twe Deputy
Superintendents of Police, have
been suspended and action is
tikely against more officials.”
Although he did not announce
their numbes, reliable sources
said that 18 policemen had
been placed under suspension.

rissa Sus

L

My, Pammaik, who met the
Chief Secretary, D.P. Bagchi, the
DGP, MN.C. Padbi, and several of
his Cabinet colleagues soon af-
ter his arrival, went round the
Assemnbly premises to inspect
the damage.

“Such a dastardly act should
be condemned strongly and
stern action should be taken
against the culprits who in-
dulged in this shocking inci-
dent,” Mr. Patnaik said. “There
is more to it than meets the
eye,” he said, hinting that the
attack was pre-planned and
that it had the complicity of
some of his detractors.

Incidentally, the B)JP Legisla-
ture Party was inside the build-
ing when the mob went on the
rampage. The State BJP presi-
dent, Manmohan Samal, the
Union Tribal Affairs Minister,
Juel Oram, and party MLAs
were taking part in the meeting

to discuss the coming Rajva
Sabha polls.

Asked whether the incident
would sour the relationship be-
tween the Biju Janata Dal and
the BJP, Mr. Patnaik said it was
too early to pass judgment. On
the demand for a judicial probe
into the incident, he said the
matter was being investigated
and any further action would be
announced by him in the As-
sembly on Monday. The Crime
Branch of the State police is in-
vestigating the case.

As announced by the As-
sembly Speaker, Sarat Kumar
Kar, on Saturday, the Chief Min-
ister will make a statement in
the House on Monday. The is-
sue would also be discussed in
the form of an adjournment
maotion.

Meanwhile, the 67 persons
arrested for the attack were re-
manded to judicial custody by a

pends policemen

local court. Those arrested in-
clude the State VHP president,
Bipin Bihari Rath, the State Baj-
rang Dal chief, Bhuban Mohan
jena, and nine women. They
have been booked on charges of
rioting, arson. respass, assault
and damage 1o government
property, according to the Dep-
uty Inspector ¢.cneral of Police,
Sushil Pradhas
VHP condemns attack
PTE reporis irom New Delhi:
The VHP reg-ened the storm-
ing of the Asscinbly by its activ-
ists burt sough: 1o defend them,
saying “psevoo-secilar pohi-
cies” of peopic working in the
political field have made the
COUNTry's yoush ‘restive’.
“We regret vesterday’s inci-
dent at the Ori-sa Assembly. We
do not approse any attack on
our democrase  institutions,”
the VHP spokesman, Veeresh-
war Dwivedi. ~aid.
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~ Saffron alliance up in arms against
' Bhujbal’s defence of Konkan attack

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Citing a “total col-
iapse’ of law and order in the
state. the Shiv Sena-RJP al-
liance on Sunday called for
the dismissal of the Demoe-
ratic Front government. The
saftron combine is incensed
by the atrack on Sena leader
Naraven Rane's house at
Kankavali in  Sindhuduarg
disirict on Saturday by amob
of NCP activists and the jus-
tification of the violence by
deputy chiet minister Chha-
gan Bhuibal,

An NCP activist, Satyavi-
jay Bhise, was murdered, al-
legediyv by Shiv Sainiks. on
Friday nisht after which
NCP activists set Mr Rane’s
house and other properties
on fire

Mr Bhujbai, who is in
charge of the home portfolio,
stated that the anger of his
party members was under-
standable considering  the
fact that Shiv Sainiks had
brutally murdered Bhise. He
saitl Bhise was murdered
since his brother had been
recentiv elected to the zilla
parishad defeating a nomi-
nee of Mr Rane, Rajan Teli.

justified violence.
jbal’s justification of the mob

The Sena has a strong hold
over the Konkan belt and this
is spught to be challenged by
the NCP The situation in
Kankavali was tense but un-
der control on Sunday.

A Sena-RIP delegation led
by Uddhav Thackeray and
Nitin Gadkari on Sunday
called on governor Mo-
hammed Fazal and submit-
ted a memorandum demand-
ing that the DF government
he sacked and President's
rule imposed in the state,

“Never in the history of

the state has a home minister
Mr Bhu-

attack on Mr Rane’s house
shows the government’s com-
plicity in the violence. The
safety of the common man
will be in jeopardy if this
government is allowed to
continue.” he said.

BJP leader and former
deputy  chief minister
Gopinath Munde, who is
touring Nashik, also de-
nounced Mr Bhujbal's state-
ment. At the same time, he
condeinned Bhise's murder.

® ‘Sena must end politics of
terror’, Page 10

HE TIMES OF INDIL
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Houses «djourned over Oppn

TiMES NEwS NETWORK

demand for Sanjay Dut(’s arrest

Mumbai: Both houses of the state
legisiature had to be adjourned on
Monday with the proceedings be-
ing dominated by the coniroversy
over film star Sanjay Dutt's alleged
conversations with gangster Chho-
ta Shakeel.

The legislative assembly was ad-
journed thrice while the council

had to be adjourned twice when -

members raised the issue and de-
manded Dutt’s arrest.

The Mumbai police had recently
submitted tapes to the court of a
special judge here in connection
with the Bharat Shah case. The
tapes allegedly  contained  tele-
phone conversations between the
Karachi-hased Chhota Shakeel and
some Bollywood personalities, es-
pecially Dutt, in November 2000,

Senior BJP  leader Gopinath
Munde told the legislative assem-
bly on Monday that he had not re-
leased Dutt in 1997, As deputy chief
minister in the erstwhile Shiv
Sena-BJP government between
1995 and 1999, Mr Munde had held
the home portfolio. “Sanjay Dutt
was released by the Tada court.” he
stated in reply to deputy chief min-
ister Chhagan Bhujbal’s remark
that Mr Munde had ordered the re-
lease of the actor.

Raising the matter during zero
hour, Mr Munde said the telephone
tape had raised serious guestions
about the law and ordet situation
in the state. Mr Munde was backed
by leader of the opposition
Narayan Rane, who said that the
state government owed a lengthy
explanation tn the house.

Reluctant to take up the notice
for adjournment motion, speaker
Arun Gujarathi insiseed on going
ahead with the day's agenda, which
ineluded a clutch of calling-atten-
tion motions and a debate on the
drought situation in the state, The
speaker’s reluctance angered the
Sena-I3JP legislators.

The discussion then turned intoa
legal wrangle between Congress
member Janardan Chandurkar
who is close to Dutt's father, Sunil
Dutt. and Sena-BJP leaders. Raising
a point of order, Mr Chandurkar
said the house coutd not take up the

\

KY

t,té_i_ -

Actor Sanjay Dutt enfers the Tada court premises at Arthur Road jail ir
Mumbai on Monday.

issue as the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
court judge had rulel against any
such public discussion and its cov-
erage by the media.

“The house is supreme and sov-
ereign to discuss any issue,” Mr
Munde retorted. “The MCOCA
court’s ruling cannot affect the as-
sembly,” Mr Rane added. Mr Chan-
durkar insisted on referring to
Kaul and Shakdher, alearned tome
on parliamentary procedaral
rules.

Mr Bhujbal then remarked th.u
Dutt had been released in 1997 .t
the behest of Mr Munde, This led
the third adjournment.

Earlier, the Sena-BJP combi-¢
mercilessly  grilled
state for home Manikrao Thak ¢
on a spate of questions, Mr (i
Jjarathi succumbed to strident pr -
sure from the opposition and with-
eld a question, a ruling which. ;-
cording 1o legislative conventior -
amounts to pulling up the minist: -
for lack of preparedness,

L & SRR
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Al Set To Enter Rajya Sabha As BIP-Sena Nominee

Alexander resigns
Maharashtra

Our Political Bureau
NEW GELHI G LY

AHARASHTRA gover-
nor PC. Alexander,
wha put in his papers

on Tuesday morning, is afl set to
enter the Rajya Sabha as a BIJP-
Shiv Sena notinee, In a coup of
sorts, the Opposition saffron
cumbine in Maharashira has also
marnaged the suppart of the rul-
ing Congress’ ally, the NCP. for
Mr Alexandec's candidature,

The Congress had strongly op-
sosed the candidature of Mr
Alexander when his name was
considered for the post of Presi-
dent. In this backdrop, the sup-
port {rom the NCP will create
more complications in the Con-
gress’ already troubled refations
with Mr Sharad Pawars oufit,
NDA leaders here also did not
rule aut the possibitity of Mr
Alexander getting a “prized as-
signment” in the Vajpayee gov-
ernment. Mr Alexander will con-
1es1 the seat which has falien va-
cant following the death of NCP

0.8

ALEXANDER: OFF THE BLOCKS

leader Mukesh Patel.

Mr Alexander, who has com-
pleted nine vearsin the Mumbai
Raj Bhiawart, submitied his vesig-
atiarn to deputy prime minister
LK. Advani on Tuesday morn-
ing. In his interaction with re-
porters after the meeting, the
governor refused 1o divulge rea-
sons for his resignation, but made

governo

as

i

'
itclear that he‘i'va,): nofin the race
for vice-president. The &1-year-
old former bureaucral, who
served as pringipal secretary

both Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi, was the NDA's origina |
choice for the President’s pos

Siift opposition from a powerfis!
section within the BIP was also

one of the reasons for the with-

drawal of his name frovn the race

A former Indian High Con
missioner to Britain, Congrus--
appointed Alexander had estal-
lished good rappon with Shin

Sena-BIP governmen! in Maha-

rashtra on account of whick: s
governorship was extended in

the NDA government at the end

of a five-year term in 1998 and .
was formally re-appointed o a C
second temm. He also shares an !
excellent rapport with Alai ve-

hari Vajpayee and Mr Advani
The entry of Mr Alexander —

a Syrian Christian from Keraji~— ¢ §

1o the Rajya Sabha through he
saffron route is also expectes) 1o
help the BIP refurbish its in e
among minenties. e

Rt
‘r
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THE TOLL OF POLITICAL “INNOCENCE”

THE CONFIDENCE VOTE secured by the Demo-
cratic Front Government in the Maharashtra As-
sembly has underlined the shallowness of the
claims by the BJP-Shiv Sena combine that several
MLAs from the ruling combine were willing to
cross over to its fold. The brazen attempts by the
BJP-Shiv Sena combine to wrest power in the State
have been thwarted. Buz then, there is no way that
the ruling combine can stave off criticism over the
means adopted to achieve this. The manner in
which the MLAs of the two parties (the Congress
and the NCP) were herded away and put up in
holiday resorts {in the name of shielding them
from those engaged in political poaching) has ex-
posed them to ridicule. Some of the images
beamed across the nation by television channels,
of MLAs bobbing up and down in swimming
pools, enjoying feasts in resorts, will only add to
the growing public disenchantment with the
members of the political class, who are perceived
as increasingly and brazenly self-indulgent. The
leaders of the two parties would have served their
own cause better if only they had refrained from
such indulgence.

There are lessons for the political leadership of
the Congress-NCP combine from the experience
during the past fortnight and more importantly
from what could be described as the imumediate
provocation to the crisis. That is the decision by
the Peasants and Workers Party (PWP) (o with-
draw its Ministers from the coalition Cabinet. The
PWP, consistently opposed to the BJP-Sena com-
bine, had objected to the reinduction into the
Cabinet of Sunil Thatkare, belonging to the NCP,
after he was found to have been instrumental in
striking deals with the Sena-BJP combine to cap-
ture the district panchayat in Raigad. That the
leaders of the Democratic Front, a combine that
was born owt of an understanding to keep the
BJP-Sena commbine out of power, did not find the
PWP’s objections valid enough is reflective of the
ideological innocence among them. It is this tend-
ency of giving short shrift to ideological and politi-

cal commitment and letting their MLAs strike deals
in their own way (even if such a deal went against
the grain of their own stated positions) that is be-
hind the rot. Hence, it became necessary for the
leaders to resort to such shameless measures as
shifting the MLAs (and some Ministers too! to
places out of reach of the rival camp. The sad spec-
tacle of as many as seven MLAs of the ruling com-
bine (mostly supporters of Mr, Thatkare) offering
support to the BJP-Sena combine even when it
became imminent that they could lose their mem-
bership in the State Assembly is indeed a reflection
of the extent of the depoliticisation within the par-
ty establishment. ‘? : \\Y}i—"’ A

Yet another aspect of the developments in Muh-
arashtra, leading up to the Assembly Speaker. Arun
Guijrathi, declaring the seven MLAs as disqual:fied,
even before the confidence vote was taken up, is
open to debate. The outcome of the confidence
vote could have been different if the seven rebels
were allowed to participate in the House proceed-
ings and had they voted against the party whip. All
this, however, does not accord any legitimacy to
the cormnplaints by the BJP-Sena leaders. After all,
they too did not do anything honourable during
the past fortnight. The charge of abduction (b the
Congress MLA, Padmakar Valvi) against Gopinath
Munde and the shamelessness with which Na-
ravan Rane went about enlisting suppornt from
MLAs belonging to the ruling combine have
knocked the bottom off their claims to principle.
Meanwhile, the Chief Minister, Vilasrao 1esh-
mukh, and his Deputy, Chhagan Bhujbal, will serve
the cause of the Democratic Front and the spirit
behind such an experiment only if they agree to
keep Mr. Thatkare out of the cabinet and work in
real earnest to ensure the PWP's return to the Cab-
inet. In the same way, the leaders of the Congress
and the NCP too will have to educate their ranks
abourt the dangers posed by the majoritarian agen-
da of the BJP-Sena combine so that they refrain

from striking deals with such partigs at the local
level as it happened in Raigad. //5

12 ym2m



~Vilasrao wins trust vote
Statesman News Service f;{{(& . 14; \1)

MUMBAIL June 13, — The Congress-led Dethocratic Front
‘eivernment today won the trial of strength in tht Maharashtra
Assenihly. The vote of confidence moenon moved by chief minister
Mr Vilaysgo Deshmukh was carried through with 143 MLAs in
favour an® 133 against. The five members of the Pezasants and
Workem Party as announced late last night didn't participate, The
_Assemrbly’ proceedings were completed in 27 minuies. A minor
s‘c&:l%ikghmkc out between supporters of Shiv Sena-BJP and the

NCP near the Mantralaya following the DF government’s win,
¢ $peaker, Mr Arun Gujarathi's ruling at § a.m. disqualifying
seven rebels ensured smooth sailing for the Vilasrao government,
Alead of the scheduled meeting of the Assembly at 11 a.m. the
Speaker announced disqualification of five MLAs of the Natiomalist
Congress Party, Mr Narayan Pawar, Mr Shivajirao Naik, Mr Narsing
Patil. Mr Shirish Kotwal and Mr Vinay Kore as welt as Mt Desmond
Yates, a nominated MLA who withdrew support to-the government
and Mr Gangaram Thakkarwad who split the two-member Janata
Dal {S). However, the Speaker left denible-defector My Padmakay
Walvi's case undecided sinee-he Tetunrned home safely.
Meanwhile-aBombay High Court Bench comprising Chief

Turn to pyge 6
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- VILASRAO:

1 .\’t}' _If_,t {Continued from page 13 \j\ L’
v

Justice CK Thukkar and Ms Justice Ranjana Desai toduy pasted o
petition by the seven disqualified M1 A against the Speaker™s ruling
for 20 June. The court directed the petitioners (o serve acopy of the
petition to Mr Gujarathi. within seven days.

As the Heuse assembled. the BIP< Mr Gopinath Munde rried 1o
retise the matter ol disqualification of seven MLAs but the Speakr
disatlowed any discussion o his decision. My Munde wanted o ell
ithe speaker that the MLAs have moved the High Court for refiel
His plea faited 1o popress Mr Gujafathi. The Opposition also
warted discussion on the vote of confidence motion moesed by Mr .
Leshmukhb, Mre Gujarathi said he would permit debate ifboth sides
agreed (o1 The ruling DF benches didn't favour any debate and - s
sought vote immediatelv, Amidst the thumping of desks the motion ¢
wis ciarried through,

Later Mr Munde  described  the Speaker’s  behaviour as
“undemocratic and politically motivated.” Tle alleged thae My
Gujarathi completed the hearing within o divs withoul giving
sufficient time to the Opposition o put up thelr contention effectivelv,
i He said. The Speaker’s action before the Assembly sitting scarcd
several DF MEAs who otherwise were ready e vote aginst the
mation.” Mr Muonde also claimed that the Opposition asked “such <
MILAS 7 not to defy the DEF lest they woudd also invite disqualification.

The chiel mimster accused the Opposition of using money and )
muscle power (o bring down his government. Deputs CMMr |
Chugan Bhujbal suid the Taw would ke its course in dealing with the
complaint filed by Mr Walvi against the Shiv Sena-BIP leaders abour ¢
P his abduction, The government would not be vindictive. he suid.
Scuffle over win: Alter the governments victory. slogan-shouting
NCP men started throwing stones outside the leader of the
Opposition, Mr Narayan Rane’s house opposite the Mantralava, A »
scuflle broke out between supporters of Shiv Sena-BIP and the NCP.

Police had to resort to lathicharge and burst eargas shells to -«
disperse the mob but not before a motorbike inside the compound
of Mr Ranc's house was set afire. The Sena-BIP workers were o
prevented from approaching the house of Mr Vasant Davkhare.
deputy chairman of the Legislative Council, who helongs 1o NCP :

A defensive BIP today said the DF government should not blame |
the BJP and the Shiv Sena for their inability to contain dissidence «
and stressed that the BJP didn't muke any cffort to dusl}bﬂisc the
state government, SNS adds from New Delhi. // ¢

THE STATESMAN
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éongress MLA\;
‘escapes’ from 4
Sena-BJP camp

Shashank Mhasaw: de . yﬂ
Mumbat. June 12

“ABDUCTED CONGRESS
lawmaker in  Maharashira,
Padmakar Valvi, today escaped
from “the clutches of the Shiv
Sena-BJP” camp. Valvi, a tribal
activist, announced to the me-
dia today that he continued to
support his party and was un-
der threat from the Shiv Sena-
BJP leaders who wanted him to
make statements in favour of
the saffron brigade.

Valvi, flanked hy Chief Min-
ister Vilasrao Deshmukh and
his Deputy Chhagan Bhujbal,
narrated the entire episode of
his detention by the Sena-B.JP
to the media at Sahvadri, the
state guest house in Mumbaj.

“Vasant Survavanshi, the
Bharatiya Bahujan Ma-
hasangh MILA. is a great friend
of mine. When T came to know
that he had switched sides and
was supporting the Sena-BJE 1
thought of bringing him back.
When 1 stepped out of the
MLAs’ hostel, BJP MLA Girish
Mahajan approached me and
promised to arrange a meeting
with Survavanshi. When 1
went with Mahajan, I realised 1
had been abducied and taken to
the Matoshree Sports Club and
was confined to a room by the
Sena leaders,” said Valvi.

He ther said that Sena leader
Narayan Rane and BJP leader
Gopinath Munde pressurised
him  to make statements
against the Government and in
favour of the Saffron alliance.

“Some of them were carry-
ing weapons. I was under
tremendous pressure and 1
apelogise 1o the media for caus-
ing all the inconvenience due to
my earlier statements,” he said.

The MLA said that he man-
aged to write a letter to the
Chief Minister using a pack of
playing cards. “T dismantled
the pack and wrote on the back
side of it. T used a pen with
green ink, which T managed to
hide from the Sainiks. That let-
ter can be verified by hand-
writing experts — it will prove
that I have writien it. When two

4 PWP to abstain

~ from voting ‘
j THE PEASANTS  and
Workers' Party (PWP) on

i Wednesday decided that [

its five MLAs wouid ab- ,
i stain from voting during

the vote of confidence for |

the DF Government on ]
June 13. This decision
will reduce the Govern-

ment’s margin by five. ‘
HTC, Mumbai

senior police officers came to
the club to record my state-
ment, I told them to convey my
condition to Governor Dr P C
Alexander and gave them the
letter to be handed over to the
Chief DMinisterr It worked
well,” recounted Valvi.

Today, when he was taken to
the State Legislature building,
the Vidhan Bhavan, for a hear-
ing before Assembly Speaker
Arun Gujarathi, Valvisaw it as
hislast chance for an escape. I
told the Speaker that T was al-
ways with the party and I was
abducied. I also requested him
to provide me with police secu-
rity,” he added.

Valvi is likely to file a com-
plaint with the police naming
Rane, Munde and other leaders
from the saffron camp.

Hame run for captive MLAs

After a week of fun and frolic,
around 100 “captive” legisla-
tors of the ruling Democratic
Front in Maharashtra are be-
ing taken in batches to Mum-
bai, in time for the vote of con-
fidence scheduled on Thursday.

The first, comprising hard-
core loyalists, was expected to
leave late on Wednesday night.
Another group of legislators,
mostly fence-sitiers, will leave
tomorrow morning by around
eight. This group would be tak-
en straight to theMaharashtra
Assembly for t{g crucial vote
of confidence.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2002 N
THE CRISIS IN MAHARASHTRA .
e WOt b

THE DEMOCRATIC FRONT in Maharashtra, con-
sisting of the Congress and the Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) apart from a few regional outfits
and Independents, seems 1o be cracking. The fis-
sures that appeated a few months ago, when the
CPI(M) announced withdrawal of support and the
Peasants and Workers Party (PWP) deciding sub-
sequently to withdraw its Ministers from the State
Cabinet, now seem to have widened and are
threatening to pull down the Vilasrao Deshmukh
dispensation. The events in the past couple of
days, culminating in at least four MLAs belonging
to the NCP announcing withdrawal of support to
the Government, had left the Governor, P. C. Alex-
ander, with no other option but to ask Mr. Desh-
mukh to prove his majority on the floor of the
Assembly. The ruling combine has been reduced
to a minority and a confidence vote is only in the
fitness of things. It is another matter whether the
PWP MLAs (as well as the couple of MLAs belong-
ing to the CP1-M) would cast their votes against the
Governmeni in the Assembly. The two parties
have, after all, been consistent in their oppuosition
to the BIP-Shiv Sena combine (despite having
walked out of the Democratic Front) and it re-
mains 16 be seen what position they will take par-
ticularly if faced with the prospect of a BJP-5ena
combine managing a majority and staking claim to
form a Government in the event of Mr. Desh-
mukh's Cabinet being voted out.

Be that as it may, the crisis within the Democrat-
ic Fromt is only the culmination of a iong trajectory
of events following from the inability of the politi-
cal leadetship of the NCP to commit itself to secu-
far and democratic vatues. Sharad Pawar hiroself is
10 be blamed for this. That My. Pawar refused to
lead his own ranks (and maore importantly his par-
ty's MLAS) in the campaign against the majoritar-
ian chailenge is obvious. The presence of at least
four of the NCP MLAs along with the BIP's Gop-
inath Munde and the Shiv Sena's Narayan Rane
(when thev met the Governor) is indeed a reflec-

tion of the fact that Mr. Pawar’s approach to party-
building did not go beyond a personalised dam-
paign against Sonia Gandhi and in this sense was
hereft of any ideological commitment. 1t is another
mnatter that the NCP leader is now having t¢ bend
over backwards to keep his flock togetber {includ-
ing herding his party MLAs away from Mumbai)
and ensure that more MLAs from his party do not
walk over to the BiP-Sena camp between now and
June 11, when Mr. Deshmukh moves the confi-
dence vote in the Assembly. The statement by Mr,
Munde that the four NCP MLAs were part of a
group of 17 (all belonging to Mr. Pawar's party)
who were sympathetic to the BJP-Sena cause over
the years is indeed a comment suggesting how brit-
tle the NCP is as a party.

It is this aspect that raises concern and the reality
is as harsh in several other States as it is in Mab-
arashtra. The fact that the BIP leader was willing to
be so brazen about his plans is only one more in-
stance (after the party reduced ministerial berths to
rewards for support in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
in 1997) whete the party has shown its contempt
for the party system. It is the same game that the
two sides in Maharashtra's political discourse are
playing now. While the Chief Minister. Mr. Desh-
mukh, sought to sheore up the ruling combine’s
strength in the Assembly by inducting three of the

Independent MLAs into his Cabinet, the BJP-Sena -

leaders’ response to it is clearly a loud message 1o

those who missed the bus (from the NCP) that they

can look forward to Cabinet berths if they help the
combine form the Government. The party system
which is of critical importance for democracy to
sustain is being dismanted and desooyed in the

process. One cannot but see the developments as’

they unravel in Maharashira with a sense of deja vu
for it was such a course that the members of the
poiiticad class resorted to in such Siates as Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar that contribwyéd immensely to
the weakening of civil society # those States over
the years.
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/Prove majorlty,

) %YQr By Our Speciat Correspnndent Q b
't"

MUMEA1, JUNE 4. The Maharashtra Governor, P.C.
Alexander, has asked the Chief Minister, Viladrao
Deshmukb, 1o prove his Government's majority
on the floor of the 1.egislative Assembly "quickly”
and certainly within the next 10 davs. Accompa-
nied by the Depury Chief Minister, Chagan Bhuj-
bal, Mr. Deshmukh who met the Governor on his
summons agreed immediately to convene a spe-
cial session. The dramatic tum topped a day of
hevtic political activity when the coalition Demo-
cratic Front Government tried to shore up ils
strength by inducting three Independents as
Ministers even as more and more MLAs were
quitting the Government,

There were conflicting claims of majority sup-
port by both the ruling front and the Opposition
Shiv Sena-BJIP combine — the latler was gaining
support by the hour, Mr. Deshmukh claimed the
support ol 147 MIAs and the rivals “al least 148"
in a tlouse of 268,

. Alexander found the rival claims too close
10 be 1gken at face value and hence the decision
1 summon the Assembly. Horse-trading had
started and a startled Nationalist Congress Party
ieader, Sharad Pawar, who lett for New Delhi this
morning. reiurned posi-haste (o shore ap the
coalition.

Earlier in the day, bours after Mr. Deshmukh

Deshmukh told

inducted three Independent MLAs into the (ov-
ernment, four NCP MLAs met the Governor in the
company of the BJP's Gopinath Munde and the
Shiv Sena's Narayan Rane and told him that they
too were withdrawing support. They are Narayan
Pawar, Shivajirac Naik, Narsingh Patil and Vikas
Kore.

Obviously, the induction of three Tndepend-
ents — Patil (Cabinet rank), Vinayak Jadha -Patil
and Shivajirao Kardile (both Minister of Sty —
did not check the withering away of suppart.

The Opposition claimed the support of 148
MLAs, including six independents, who have
switched sides. Gangaram Thakarwad of the Ja-
nara Dal (Secuiar) has split his two-member leg-
islature party and formed his own Maharashira
fanata Dal and moved into the Sena-lili* ump.
The other Janata Dal (S) member, Dada fadavran,
is a Minister of State. The four NCP MIA- who
withdrew support, are part of the “17 such VILAs
from the NCP who have been our sympuitisers
for nearly three years'', says Mr. Munde. 1« four
cannot be “faulted under the anti-defeciicn law
since they merely withdrew support™, Mr. ~unde
claimed.

Mr. Deshimukh wold The fingdu that the ¢ FJ{M1
and the Peasants & Workers Party. deS]]i o with-
drawing support, “would not be voting w1y the
Opposition because they know it would briag the
Sena-BJP misrule back to Maharashira

e emE N
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MUMBAL, June 3, — The two-
and-half-year-ofd  Demaocratic
Front government in Mahara-
shtra was plunged into a crisis
with seven Independent MLAs
withdrawing support tonight. The
Peasants and Workers™ Party had
pulled out yesterday.

The seven MLAs met the Gov-
ernor, Dr PC Alexander, and
submitted a letter withdrawing
support. The ML As were accom-
panied by the Shiv Sena leader,
Mr Gajanan Kirtikar, Raj Bhav-
an sources said.

However, the chief minister,
Mr Vilasrao Desbmukh, said:
“We still enjoy a majority and
will be able 0 prove it on the
floor of the Asscmbly”™,

He said: “I have the support of
147 MLAs (in a House of 288).
For a majority, the backing of
145 members is necded.” As per
his information six Independents
have withdrawn support,

Mr Deshmukh insisted that
his government had the support
of the Congress, NCP as also
four members of the RPI, two of
the JD(5) and six Independents.

The PWP, whose
ministers had pulled-out of the
ministry last week, had yesterday
decided to withdraw support to
the Congress-NCP led coalition.

The Janata Dal (Secular} had
earlier in the day deferred its
decision on withdrawing support
to the DF government but
agreed in principle to go ahead
with such a move along with the
PWP and CPI-M.

three-

h govt 1 m crisis

The crisis ﬁs sparked by re-
induction of the INCP leader, Mr
Sunil Tatkare, into the cabinet, !
despite protests from the PWP. |

There was a flurry of activity
in the NCP camp late tonight.
The Deputy Chief Minister, Mr
Chhagan Bhujbal, and the NCP |
president, Mr Sharad Pawar, |
were closetted in talks.

The NCP has 61 MLAs, Cong- |
ress 74, Shiv Sena 69 and the BIP
56 MLAs. The Janata Dal (S) has (
two members, PWP five, CPL-M ~
two, Native People’s Party one, RP1
(Gawai) one, Bharipa Bahujan |
Mahasangh three, Gondwana Gan- }
tantra Party one and the SIP one. ’

The Sena-BIP combine will
urge the Governor to convene a !
special session of the Assembly
and ask Mr Deshmukh to prove '
his majority, the sources said.
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¢" Ministers quit

By Mahesh Vijapurkar

MUMBAI, MAY 30. Three Ministers
of the Peasants and Workers
Party (PWP) resigned from the
Vilasrao Deshmukh-led multi-
party coalition Maharashtra
Government, but the party did
not withdraw its support, there-
by making the ruling establish-
ment to scout for support from
10 independents. Otherwise,
the Government would be re-
duced to a minority.

“Our number”’ — just five
MLAs of whom three were Min-
isters, evidently disproportion-
ate to their number but placing
high value on their support for
the coalition — “‘is not such that
it can retain stability for this
Government for long or force it
into instability,” one of them
said. However, whether to move
out entirely out of the coalition,
like the CPI (M) with its two
MLAs did some mornths ago, "“is
to be decided vet. We just want
tu give a jolt to this set-up now.”

If the PWP decides sooner or
later to withdraw support, the
strength of MLAs in the ruling
coaliion would drop from 147
in a House of 288 — there is one
vacancy to be filled yet — to 142
and the Independents, so vul-
nerable o lures and pelf, can
swing the balance.

Of the dozen Independent
MLAs, only two are openly in
support of the BIJP-Sena Oppo-
sition and the rest have been
with the Democratic Front, with
just one of them with a minis-
terial berth so far. Fortunes of
some of themn could now bright-
en.

The imimediate provocation
for the three Ministers — Gan-
pathrao  Deshmukh (Cabinet

rank) and Meenakshi Patil and -

Mohan Patil (Ministers of State)
-— was the reinduction of Sunil
Tatakare who was asked to quit
the Government for his failure
to enable PWP to gain control
once again of its stronghold,
Raigad Zilla Parishad. When
NCP found, on a formal inguiry
by the party that he was not re-
sponsible, his reinduction was
announced.

To the PWP, power in Raigad
was more important than the

lg;tate Government and it decid-
ed to quit the Ministry hours be-

re Mr. Tatakare's reinduction,
insisting that Mr. Deshmukh
not ask them to defer or review
their decision. For the record,
they said at a press conference
that the members of the coali-
tion, notably the Congress (I}
and the NCP had at the local-
body levels, joined hands with
BJP and Sena and this compro-
mised their strong secularist
stand. Their discomfort, they
said, has been manifest.

At a press conference, Mr.
Ganpathrao Deshmukh spoke
of the growing discomfort of the
PWP in the ruling alliance
where the common minimum
programme met with scant re-
spect and often, promises could
not be kept for one reason or
the other. ‘

He spoke of failure to harness
Krishna river waters, poor man-
agement of the power sector
and inability to keep commit-
ments o farmers on the pay-
ment schedule of the price for
cotton bought under the mo-
nopoly cotton purchase '
scheme. "“Therefure we see no |
reason to be Ministers.”

But did not the party come to
this alliance led by Congress (1)
and NCP because it wanted to
keep the Sena-BJP out of the
reckoning for power?

To this Mr. Ganpathrao
Deshmukh said: "“We were not
pre-poll allies of any party,
much less the NCP. We only had
local-level seat adjustments.
And it is not the responsibility
of the PWP alone to keep the
Sena-BJP away from power.
Others are equally responsible
and have o behave |
accordingly.”

Notwithstanding the protest
resignations, Mr. Vilasrao Desh-
mukh went ahead with the
swearing-in of Mr. Tatakare and
told correspondents that he was
yet to accept the resignations
and, therefore, the issue of for-
warding them to the Governor
“at this moment did not arise.”
He, like the ally Nationalist
Congress party, wouldlike to try /
and persuade them t@'remain in
the coalition
Govermment.
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Three killed ianalyanﬁylohl;gle

Situation tense but

under control,
says Kripashankar

By Ranjit Khomne

Times News Network
KALYAN: Three persons were left
dead in Kalyan and curfew was
imposed in the Bazarpeth area on
Wednesday following a  Gff
between a rickshaw driver from
the minority conumunity and a pas-
scnger from the majority commu-
nity a day earlicr, sparking off a
night of violence and rioting.

Houses and shops were set ablaze
and groups threw stones at each
other. Incidents of stone-throwing
were reported as late as Wednesday
afternoon in the Rohidaswada area
in the old township.

A mob pulled Shiv Sena worker
Ashok Walunj (34) out of his house
on Tuesday night and lynched him,
even though he had reportedly
nothing 1o do with the autorick-
shaw incident. His aunt, Ambika
Walunj (65), who watched his mur-
der. reportedly died of shogk.

As groups battled each other,
the police opened fire in the air,
allegedly killing a woman named
Nusrat Sheikh. Inspector G T, Mali
of the Bazarpeth police station was
injured in a mob atlack, said Kiran
Shelar, the zonal deputy commis-
sioner of police. The police, led by
commissioner S.M. Shangari,
rushed additional forces to the
spol and brought the situation
under control in the early hors of
Wednesday.

Around 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
minister of state for home
Kripashankar Singh—whao rushed
here from Awurangabad—gave
mediapersons a tour of the trou-
bled arca. He told reporters that
the police had fired 14 rounds to
control the rioters on Tuesday
night, but he denied that anyone
had been killed in the shooting.
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A policeman strikes a protester who had pelted stones at police officers in Kaly;m, 55 km north of Mumbai,

on Wednesday after an outhreak of trouble between two groups a day earlier. (.Axother photo on Page 3)

Mr Singh said that 1,500 police-
men, including members of the
Rapid Action Force and the State
Reserve Force, had been sta-
tioned in the area. “I am in con-
stant touch with chief minister
Vilastao Deshmukh on the
phone. We have also ordered a
statewide alert in order to prevent
any untoward incidents any-
where,” he said. He added that
the situation in Kalyan was tense
but under control.

However, a couple of hours after
Mr Singh briefed the media, fresh
incidents of stone-pelting were

reported. At about 1 p.m., even as
reporters were visiting the burnt
houses and shops, some people
started hurling stones at the police
force stationed on Ambedkar
Road, which leads to
Rohidaswada, a colony of cob-
blers. Lathi-wielding policemen
chased away the trouble-makers.
Mr Singh, who was at the state
rest house with the Thane police
commissioner and district collector
LS. Chhahal. rushed to the spot.
He then ordered that the entire
town be put under curfew. Mr
Chhahal said a report about the

loss of property would be submit-
ted to MrSingh by Thursday.
Curlew "or most of Kalvan was
lifled 21 dout 6 pm. after Mr
Walunj's fwneral, but restrictions
remained it force in Bazarpeth.
Although the altercation over
the rickshav fare was said to have
provoked tie violence, local resi-
dents allegethat the riot had been
pre-planned They said that the
rioters decied to strike knowing
that mauy Sliv Sena workers were
in Shird: alending their party’s
convention.
® Political rivéry alleged, Page
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Shah speech

The Governor’s "\
Address today was
marked by turmoil
from protesting
Trinamul benches,

Says our reporter

in Kolkata

Feb. 27. — Trmamul Congress
MLAs today clashed with securt-
fymen inside the Assembly when
they prevented the Governor a
smooth exit after his Address.

As the Governor rose to deliver
his address, Trinamul MLAs
walked out of the House to pro-
test the government’s inaction
over release of a Trinamul MLA
lodged in an Islampur jail. The
Speaker later said the atmosphere
was not conducive to such talks.

After having read out his 45-mi-
nute Address, Mr Viren J Shah be-
gan his walk down the corridor
when irate Trinamul MLAs bloc-
ked his passage. They demanded
the release of Mr Abdul Karim
Choudhury, Islampur MLA, and
sought an explanation from the
Govemner over why the matter was
not incorporated in the speech.

Securitymen sprung into action
when Trinamul MLAs obstructed
the Govemor and stopped him
from walking down to his car. At
this, Trinamul MLAs Mr Jyvoti-
priva Mallick, Mrs Sonali Guha
and Mr Arunava Ghosh protes-
ted “police high-handedness”.

row

CPI proposes

KOLKATA, Feb. 27. — The
CPI has decided to prepare a
prescription to improve the LF
government’s functioning. This
comes close on the heels of the
CPI-M treatise titled Left Front
government and our tasks ap-
proved at its state conference.
Mr Manju Majumder, CPI
state secrefary, said the plan for
preparing the parly’s version of
an improved LF government -—
an election pledge — had been
made at the party’s state confe-
rence last month. The CPI avo-
wedly does not see eye-to-eye
with some major policy initiati-
ves of the government. — SN§

Security personnel caught Mr
Ghosh by the scruff of his neck
and pushed him to a comer. Mrs
Guha was dragged towards the
main entrance and came to blows
with securitymen. Pandemonium
then broke out as other Trinamul
MLAs joined in the melee, Spe-
cial Branch officers failed to
exercise control and the House
turned into a battleground.

The Governor could not get
into his car parked inside the As-
sembly because of the jostling,
The car was driven out. Mr Shah,
encircled by securitymen, walked
to Auckland Square, only to be
confronted with three more Tri-

namul MLAs hefore he cou
finally board the vehicle,

Ed
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SPLIT in anti-salfron votes
due 10 fighting between

Congress and the NCP and

1 issues like rerrorism and national

secutity helped the Shiv Sena-RJP
combine retain the Mumbai and
Thane civic bodies and wrest Nashik
from its rivals. The NCP notched
up a majority in Ulhasnagar, a sub-
urb of Mumbai, and Congress
emerged as the single largest par-
ty in Solapur. In the 227-member
BMC here, the Sena maintained its
hold, winning 99 wards, a little less
than the 103 it had in the dissolved
house, The BIP has won 35, while
the Congress managed 60 and NCP
11. The Samajwadi Party got 10 and
independents bagged 11 wards.
Polling was postponed to February
17 in Mazgaon ward No 24. The
Congress improved its tally in BMC
from 49 in the last civic body to 60.

Buoved by the results, Sena
supremo Bal Thackeray said the

THACKERRY: NEW HUES
party's next target will be the state
assembly. In Thane, the safiron
combine prevailed with the Sena
gaining substantial ground despite
rebellion from supporters of late
party leader Anand Dighe and
bagged 46 wards so far. The BJP
won 13, The NCP and Congress
won 22 and 11 seats, respectively.

Saffron alliance sweeps °

civic polls in Maharashtra

hS)ecision of the Shiv Sena

and the BJP to contest jointly
helped the alliance capture the
Congress stronghold of Nashik. In _
the 108-seat civic body, the Sena
made significant gains capturing 37
wards, followed by the BJPF with
22, while the Congress picked up
only 17 in a township hitherto-
known as its bastion. Independents

and others bagged nine. :
The NCP also could not make
any mark in Nashik, where it got
only 23 wards. The NCP swept the
polis in Ulhasnagar, though the’
swing is attributed to the merger:
of Ulhasnagar People's Party,
founded by Tada-accused Pappu
Kalani, with NCP. In Ulhasnagar,
NCP has bagged 42 seats, keeping
other parties far behind. The Sena
won 10 seats, Congress nine and
BJP eight. The Congress, however,
emerged as the single largest out-
fit in its bastion Solapur winning
42 seats. The saffron combine gave
a good fight in the 98-member civic
body bagging 40 seats. — Pl
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ﬂ\ﬂ/ POLLS IN MANIPUR yp %

AFTER A SPELL of Central rule, caused by the
irrepressible urge of the members of the political
class in the region to shift political allegiance,
Manipur will have a Government in a few weeks
from now. The context in which the Radhabinod
Koijam Ministry bowed out of office and the vio-
lent agitation in the State against the Union Gov-
ernment’s moves 1o extend the ceasefire
agreement with the NSCN (1-M) to a few districts
in Manipur (00 have added a complex dimen-
sion to the poll scene. Rather than concerns per-
taining to governance and the performance of
the Koijam Ministry, the poll discourse is bound
to be dominated by concerns of ethnic identity
and such issues that have dogged the Northeast
for long. And this certainly is a cause for worry
over the prospects of normality being main-
tained during the election campaign. For this
reason alone, the administration will have to re-
main vigilant. While ethnic and other emaotive
concerns are bound to be played up by the vari-
ous actors in the course of their campaign, any
let-up in vigilance will lead to further distortion
of the democratic discourse. The impact of such
a development is bound to be felt even in the
post-poll situation in the region.

Given this harsh reality, the electoral players in
Manipur will have at least now to spell out their
stand on the larger issue of the Naga peace proc-
ess. That the issue and the developments in this
regard — whatever little has been done in the
past five years during which period the Union
Hodme Ministry has been engaging Thiungaleng
Muivah and Tsak Chisi Swu of the NSCN ([-M) in
talks — will have to be brought into the electoral
discourse. This alone will draw the prominent
players in the State’s political stage to come out
clearly on their own positions on the peace talks.
The fact that the Naga p=ace process also in-
volves settlement of the stated demand by the

NSCN (I-M) for a “greater Nagaland” and the
repeated statements by Mr. Muivah and Mr. Swu
that they continue to stand by their deman
make it imperative for the parties with some
presence in Manipur — the BJP, the Samata Par-
ty, the Congress (I) and the Manipur People's
Party — to build a consensus among the people
of Manipur against playing up to passions and
indulging in violence of the kind witnessed in
Imphal in the aftermath of the extension of the
Naga ceasefire agreement in July 2001.

Be that as it may, the election scene in Manipur
should cause concern on another count too.
Apart from the armed mercenaries of the NSCN
{I-M) whaose presence is substantial in at least
four districts of Manipur — Ukhrul, Tamenglong,
Chandel and Senapati — there are several other
gangs consisting of youth, heavily armed, across
the State. This indeed is a factor that the civil
administration in the State will have to watch
carefully. While a section of these armed groups
is actively engaged in effecting a hoycott of the
poll process, it is possible that players in the elec-
toral arena lean on such elements to vitiate the
exercise. It is in this context that the poll scene in
Manipur provides a chance to the mainstream
political parties to put might into the task of res-
toring the political process in the State as well as
in the region. This task is easier said than done.
The democratic discourse has been distorted 1o
such levels that parties and labels have been ren-
dered redundant in the past few years and this
has contributed immensely to the crisis there,
Hence it is imperative for the political leaders to
introspect and display their commitment to the
party system and democracy rather than tread
the same path they have done in the past three
decades. The elections in Manipur provide an
opportunity for them to chart a new course that
will ensure their own relevance in the region,,.~
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