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Agence France Presse &,(W

ANDAR SERI BEGAWAN (Brunei), July 29. —
outh-east Asian foreign ministers today put off
/plans to sign a document to help resolve disputes
./ on overlapping claims to South China Sea
territories, the Malaysian foreign minister said.
“It cannot be signed here. There’s a lot of changes
in the wording,” Syed P Albar said after a
meeting of ministers fro::. : -member Asean.
Asean officials had earlier said that they had
broken the deadlock for a declaration to be
signed by the ministers, paving the way for a
possible landmark code of conduct with Beijing
over the disputed South China Sea territories.
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ea solution on hold

\" But Malaysia and Vietnam had argued over the

mpur saying it should be a “declaration on the
conduct of parties” in the South China Sea and
Hanoi wanting it to be called “declaration on a code
of conduct.” Vietnam felt the inclusion of the code
of conduct would be more binding on members
while Malaysia raised legal complexities. Eventually,
Vietnam relented to Malaysia’s idea but officials
needed time to refine some of the terms in the
document before it was signed by the ministers and
handed over to China for approval, officials said.
Sinha: Mr Yashwant Sinha leaves for Brunei tonight
to-attend the annual meeting of the Asean regional
forum on Wednesday with issues relating to terror-
ism high on the agenda, SN adds from Delhi /

Kérdings of the document’s title, with Kuala
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Lan.;a govt,

Tigers agree on key issue at Bangkok talks

ights

SCOTTMCDONALD

Colombo, Dec. 9 (Reuters): The
Sri Lankan government and
Tamil Tiger rebels, riding a wave
of breakthroughs in peace talks
to end 19 years of war, plan to
tackle human rights issues in
their next meeting, a senior Cab-
inet minister said today.
Progress on resolving human
rights problems connected to the
separatist war is seen askey to a

major donors’ conference
planned for Japan to raise aid to
rébuild Sri Lanka.

“Human rights is going to be
one of the major topics to be dis-
cussed,” constitutional affairs
minister G.L. Peiris said of next
month’s peace talks set for a re-
. sort outside Bangkok.

“We think that the discus-
sions of human rights is going to
be very important because they
will lay the foundation for the
donors’ meeting that is sched-
uled to be be held in Tokyo in
May of next year,” Peiris told a
regular news conference.

The government and the
LTTE — fighting for a separate
Tamil state — have been accused
of widespread human rights vio-
lations.

The Tigers run a ruthless
one-party state in the area of
northern Sri Lanka they control
and have been accused of using
child soldiers in the war that has
killed 64,000 people and dis-
placed more than one million.

But in peace talks held last
week in Oslo, the government
and LTTE agreed to work out a

focus b

efore ald meet
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(From left) Chief Tamil Tiger negotiator Anton Balasingham,
Norwegian mediator Vidar Helgesen and Sri Lankan government
chief negotiator G.L. Peiris in Oslo. (AFP)

system of regional autonomy
within a federal framework.

The accord on a federal
model with limited self-rule for
Tamil areas is a big step toward
ending the war in the Indian
Ocean nation and comes after
the rebels dropped a cornerstone
demand for independence for the
north and east of the island.

The rebels have already visit-
ed Switzerland to study the fed-
eral system there, and will also
look at models in Canada Aus-
tralia, Germany and India,
Peiris said.

A small donors’ conference
was held in Oslo — Norway is
mediating the peace process —
last month and raised $70 mil-
lion, and Peiris said the Tokyo
meeting would be larger and in-
clude international bodies such
as the World Bank.

Donors have been hesitant to
give to Sri Lanka because past
peace bids have collapsed, lead-
ing to renewed violence, but the
current talks have raised hopes
of alasting peace.

The next two rounds of talks
in Thailand in January and Feb-

ruary Wlll also aim to map out
details of a system of power
sharing.

Annan hails efforts

UN secretary-general Kofi
Annan has lauded the progress
achieved in the talks in Oslo and
said he hoped the peace process
between the Lankan govern-
ment and Tamil Tigers would be
completed through future nego-
tiations.

In a statement released by his
spokesman in New York, the sec-
retary-general welcomed the
conclusion of the third round of
Sri Lanka peace talks.

“It is his earnest hope that
further progress toward a last-
ing settlement acceptable to all
communities will be made in fu-
ture rounds,” the statement said,
hailing both parties for their
commitment to peace.
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‘Security, SAARC dominate
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MALE, SEPT. 23, Terrorism, security and Sout
Asian regional cooperation apparently dominat-
ed the one-to-one talks between the visiting
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
Maldives President, Maumoon Abdul Gayoom,
here today.

The two leaders, who met for about 40 min-
utes, later hetd delegation-level talks at the Presi-
dential office, overlooking the Indian Ocean,
amid unprecedented security for a bilateral visit.
Issues of mutual concern, regional cooperation
and global problems came up for discussion dur-
ing the talks.

Apart from expanding the bilateral coopera-
tion, India and the Maldives agreed to work to-
gether on regional and global issues of mutual
concern. If terrorism was on top of India’s pri-
orities, global warming and environmental pro-
tection were the major concerns of the host.

At a lunch hosted in his honour by Mr.
Gayoom, Mr. Vajpayee said: “Some irrational po-
litical motivations are hindering our efforts for
closer economic integration within SAARC
(South Asian Association for Regional Coopera-
tion). As [ had said at the SAARC summit in Kath-
mandu, India is willing to extend, unilaterally if
necessary, the maximum possible economic and
trade concessions to the least developed coun-

. tries within SAARC. We cannot let growth and
" development remain hostage to petty political
jealousies.”

Later, at a civic reception, Mr. Vajpayee under-

By V. Jayanth }/\‘7 A q/’t\ 0\

-~ <~PM-Gayoom talks

scored the need for continuing the “global war
against terrorism.”

“As with the environment, no island is immune
from the problems of terrorism. A year ago, the
reach and destruction of international terrorism
showed itself on the global stage. Our region has
suffered from the ravages of terrorism for dec-
ades before that. Both India and the Maldives
have committed themselves to join the war
against international terrorism.”

Mr. Vajpayee said that “it is a global war calling
for partnership primarily among democratic s0-

i India to take up digital
; mapping of Maldives: Page 12

cieties, which are most threatened by the bigoted
ideologies that drive terrorism. India and Mal-
dives have a cooperative role both in our region
and on the global arena as democratic societies
against international terrorism.”

Mr. Gayoom also responded to India’s con-
cerns. At the lunch he hosted for Mr. Vajpayee, he
said that trans-npational terrorism endangers
peace and the stability of many countries and
called for closer cooperation.

In a pre-visit interview ta the Maldivian jour-
nalists, Mr. Vajpayee called for updating the
SAARC Convention on Terrorism. Incidentally,
India has signed an agreement to 'gift’ a P-18
radar to the Maldives. Maldivian personnel are
being trained by the Defence Ministry, and the
radar would be installed in the archipelago and
made operational.
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M, Gayoom discuss bilateral ties

_ Press Trust of lndia

MALE, Sept. 23. — Giving
a new dimension to bilateral
relations, India and Mal-
dives today agreed to inten-
sify cooperation in Informa-

tion Technology, tourism,

human ‘resource develop-
ment, health, infrastructure
an other key areas.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
who is on a four-day visit
here, held wide-ranging dis-
cussions with President
Maumoom Abdul Gayoom
on the entire gamut of bilat-
eral issues besides exchang-
ing views on the regional
and global situation, includ-
ing the important contem-
porary global concerns on
terrorism, environment and
sustainable development.

After a ceremonial wel-
come by the mayor of Male,
Mr Ismail Shafeeu, the
prime minister had a one-on-
one meeting with President
Gayoom which was followed
by delegation-level talks.

During the parleys, the
focus was on imparting a
new dynamism to the eco-
nomic content of the multi-
faceted relationship be-
tween the two countries, of-
ficials said.

Observing that India and
Maldives enjoy a very spe-
cial relationship, the prime

Mr MA Gayoom at a banquet with Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee in Male on Mondéy. — AFP

minister said India would be
happy to extend all possible
assistance to promote the
economic development of
this island nation.

Both Jeaders felt that there
was tremendous scope fot
giving a major boost to coop-
eration in the tourism sector,

“As close and trusted

THE STATESMAR

friends, we must maintain
the tradition of frequent
high-level dialogue to en-
rich our relationship and
enhance our cooperation,”
Mr Vajpayee said at a lun-
cheon hosted in his honour
by President Gayoom.

Mr Vajpayee said: “India
has always been and remains

committed to assisting in the
progress and development
of Maldives. We shall not
waiver in this resolve”,
Observing that ongoing
projects were proceeding
satisfactorily, he said the
two sides also looked ahead
to “newer areas” of future
collaboration. P
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» Mt Gayoom ™ tressed on its
signiﬁtancé to the Maldives, giv-

.| en its focusion tourism and the

_need to tralh young men and
w0men in theetitig its needs. -
¢ Briefing:/the<media on the
one-to- one ' talks. between the
two leaders and the delegation-
level discussions/the Ministry of
Fxternal Affalrs i spokospcmnn

o INDy

a team-

fa"@pmg of Maldlves*‘

Nltupama Rao, sald the Mal-
dlves had sought Indlan asslst-
ance in the “greening and
development”’ of the Hulhumale
{sland, where about 50,000 peo-
ple would beresettied over the
next 25 years. Indlan companles
were invited to participate in the
housing projects too.

. Sl,. sadd the Maldives Presi-
dent waq'keen on signing a sci-
er’e afd technology agreement

lk\ndle Accordingly, New
DetAl would draft such an agree-
ment and send it to Male for ap-
proval, before the two
Governments could sign ft.

In response to Mt, Gayoom's
request for Indian expertise to
set up what he called an ‘Inter-
net village', the Maldives was

Help and ex-

Gayoom
appreciates
Vajpayee's poetry

o By V. Jayanth

MALE, 8EPT. 23. Apart from
pralsing the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Beharl Vajpayee's -
“wise and aagacious”
leadership, the Maldives

- President, Maumoon Ab-
diill Gayoom, took time In
his . banquet speech to
sommend Mr. Vajpayee's
poetry.

“Your eloquent and in-

; splring -poetry invokes a

" spirit that is relevant to-
day not just in India but
also the whole world,” he
said,

The verse he quoted
from Mr. Vajpayee’s poem
was:

*One flame
heart,

One song in every lip,

One aim in every mind

And one dream in every
e)’e' "

in every

24
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asked Lo send a delz/:\&m to

Hyderabad and Bangalore to see
fot itself the facllities and devel-
opmenits, 80 that it could give a
cohcrete shapé to {ts proposal.
Simllarly, India would also assist
in the development of e-govern-
ance here, to link varlous Minis-
tries and agencles,

Ms. Rao said the National Re
search Laboratory for Conserva
tlon of Cultural Ptoperties {r
Lucknow had testored the ‘Pen
fushi’” mosque in Male and hac

‘now been asked to take up

similar restoration of the ‘Dha
rumavantha Raasgefaanu
mosque, also In Male. (Mr. Vaj
payee took credit for the labora
tory being located in _hi:
parliamentary constituency]

As far as the Indira Gandh
Memorfal Hospital here was
concerned, the Government of
India had agreed to set up an-
ather operation theatre, provide
tele-medicine links with {ndian
health institutions and help de-
velop it as a teaching institution.
India would offer two additional
sedts In ‘medicine to students
fromt the Maldives, in addition

Lo the present two.

As Mr. Gayoomn noted in his
banquet speech “An  ocean
brings, our people together. In
the past, the monsoon winds
brought filends, merchandise
and profit. Today, the afrwaves
and satellite sfgnals exchange

_ real. time sounds and snyhts 0[

both our cultures”.

The Maldives Home Mmister
Ismail Shaffieeu, who presented
the Key of Male to Mr. Vajpayee,
later told Indian journalists that
the ocean state was keen on ex-
panding-aviation ties with India
— mort flights to more cities, to~
bring more Indian tourists to the
Island resorts. At present, Indian
Alrlines_operated services only
from Thituwvananthapuram and
it was essential to provide flights
out of New Delhi, Mumbai and
Chennal.

Fro 363



/l/LAMABAD BLAMED FOR POLL VIOLENCE
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Pak. must end gupport
to terrorism, says PM

E*)‘% By Sandeep Dikshit
7

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 22. Blaming Pakistan for the mil-
itant attempts to disrupt elections in Jammu &
Kashmir, the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, said a conducive atmosphere for talks
could be conceived only if Islamabad completely
dismantled the infrastructure for supporting
terrorism.

“An appropriate climate for dialogue can be
created if support for terrorism is completely
curbed. But the disruption of the elections in J&K
does not suggest that Pakistan has changed its
manner of thinking,” the Prime Minister said,
shortly before embarking on a visit to the Mal-
dives. Mr. Vajpayee was responding to a query on
India’s strategy to cool tensions in the region if
the State Assembly polls were held successfully.

Meanwhile, taking a cue from the Prime Minis-
ter’s statement as well as media reports emanat-
ing from Pakistan suggesting that State support
to jehadis operating in J&K had resumed from
July, the Army said it had killed over a dozen
militants since yesterday. It did not comment on
the casualties suffered by its troops but reports
suggested that half-a-dozen jawans were killed a
few days ago in a single encounter.

Army officials claimed to have killed three ter-
rorists in south Kashmir where four attempts in a
week have been made on the life of the sole wom-
an Minister in the Farooq Abdullah Government.
Five militants were reportedly killed elsewhere in
the Valley. Across the Pir Panjal range, an equal
number were shot dead in two encounters.

Red carpet welcome in Male
By V. Jayanth

MALE, SEPT. 22. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, arrived here today on a four-day offi-
cial visit. The visit has been described as an at-
tempt by “close neighbours” to have a very
special relationship. Apart from economic coop-
eration, the Prime Minister will endeavour to
forge a closer political coordination in the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) and other international organisations.

Over the next three days, the Prime Minister
will hold one-to-one meetings with the Maldives
President, Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, and other
leaders.

Male rolled out the red carpet for Mr. Vajpayee
with Mr. Gayoom personally going to the airport
to receive him and his delegation.

Mr. Vajpayee inspected a guard of honour and
was introduced to the Maldivian Ministers, top
officials and foreign diplomats. The Indian High
Commissioner to the Maldives, S.M. Gavai, and
the Chief of Protocol, Abdulla Hameed, invited
the Prime Minister to disembark.

As part of India’s continuing effort to “deepen
and strengthen” bilateral ties with its neighbours

T UNDU

The Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, being ’
received by the Maldivian President,
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, at the Male
airport on Sunday. — PTI

and reaching out to fellow-members of the South
Asian community, the Prime Minister is under-
taking this visit at the invitation of the Maldivian
President.

Mr. Vajpayee’s visit comes as a climax to a con-
scious build-up in bilateral ties under the present
NDA regime. It began with the visit of the Minis-
ter of State for External Affairs, Omar Abdullah, in
October 2001, followed by the visit of the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, in July this year,
soon after he took charge.

The Maldives, Foreign Ministry officials ex-
plain, has assumed significance on many fronts.
Known as the ‘land of the atolls’, the archipelago
is not only strategically located in the Indian
Ocean, but is also part of the SAARC, CHOGM
and the OIC. Mr. Gayoom has steered the country
from 1978 and remains the only Head of State
among the founders of SAARC.

Though India was among the first countries to
recognise the Maldives, when it became inde-
pendent in 1965, bilateral relations began to
warm up in the 1980s. The attempted coup in the
archipelago in 1988, by a Sri Lankan Tamil mil-
itant group, which India helped to abort, could be
described as a “turning point” in ties. From then
on, there have been a string of high-level bilateral
visits and Mr. Vajpayee’s adds to this exchange.

New Delhi’s help has been multi-faceted. Apart
from the military assistance provided in 1988, In-
dia provides regular training for the Maldivian
military and police personnel. The focus shifted
to human resource development, then health
care and gradually moving into economic and
technical cooperation. \
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MALE, SEPT. 24. The Maldivian
Foreign Minister, Fatullah Ja-
meel, today called on the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
at the Kurumba island resort
and exchanged views on a
whole range of issues from ter-
rorism to Iraq.

The External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson, Nirupama Rao,
said Mr. Jameel “reiterated the
Maldives’ strong opposition to
terrorism and said there was no
justification for any act of ter-
rorism, which is a global chal-
lenge”. He supported India’s
efforts for strengthening the
SAARC Convention.

On Iraq, Ms. Rao said the two
sides agreed that any action
against any sovereign country
must be within the U.N. system.

Mr. Jameel also conveyed his
country’s position that the cri-
teria for expansion of the U.N.
Security Council must be deter-
mined quickly and should re-
flect current realities.

By V. Jayanth

aldivian Foreign Minister
M»\(’balls on Vajpayee

"

ted. The Maldivian Ministers for more training fac‘iEties for par-

Tourism, Health, Information liament officials from the ocean

and the Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs were also
present.

The Speaker of the majlis, Ab-
dullah Hameed, who is also the
Minister for Atolls Administra-
tion, also called on Mr. Vaj-

state.

In the evening, the Indian
High Commissioner, S.M. Ga-
vai, hosted a reception in hon-
our of Mr. Vajpayee. A
cross-section of the 13,000 Indi-
an expatriates here greeted the

Prime Minister.

“No request for extradition’

By Our Special Correspondent [

payee at the resort. He sought

MALE, SEPT. 24. India has not asked for the extradition of the Mum-
bai-based passenger who attempted to hijack an Air Seychelles
aircraft as it was about to land in the Maldivian capital of Male early
this month.

According to the Indian High Commission here, the Government
of India has not yet made any formal request to the Maldives for
extraditing Chandrababu Sashiraj. He is detained here, along with a
fellow passenger, who is suspected to have assisted in the abortive
attempt. The two were overpowered by the airline’s crew and the
flight arrived here without a problem.

Sources here said that Sashiraj was suspected to be “mentally ill”,
but all aspects were being probed. At least 10 passengers were
detained and questioned here. The attempt, it is said, was to hijack
the aircraft to an unnamed East European country. Till the Maldi-
vian authorities have completed their investigations, India is un-
likely to step in with any request. New Delhi is expecting to be
briefed about the outcome of the investigation for any foflow-up |
action in India. "
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India has been late in forging ties with the ASEAN. Now it has to make up for lost time

W
\'\6\ Qy"w e v
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Vajpayee has just concluded

his visit to Cambodia and Laos
in connection with the first Indo-
ASEAN summit. A number of bilat-
eral agreements were signed with
Laos and Cambodia during the visit.
The media, as usual, have reported
positively on the visit in terms of
the events attendant on it. The prog-
nosis on India’s relations with
ASEAN countries has to be based on
the more recent interactions be-
tween the ASEAN and India in
terms of substantive relations. It
is equally important to compare
Indo-ASEAN interactions with the
evolving relations between the
ASEAN, on the one hand, and major
regional powers like China and
Japan, on the other.

A little bit of historical recall
would be relevant in this process.
ASEAN countries had invited India
tojoin their regional grouping in the
mid-Sixties as a full member but In-
dia refused in the context of the Cold
War and the situation in Vietham at
that time. It was between 1987 and
1989, during the second half of Rajiv
Gandhi’s tenure, that India conveyed
its interest in being associated with
the ASEAN. The initial response of
ASEAN governments was reticent,
because of socialist-oriented eco-
nomic arrangements in India and a
certain concern about Indo-Pakistan
tensions being injected into the de-
liberations and activities of the
ASEAN if India were to be admitted.

By 1990, however, both global and
regional politics had undergone
qgualitative changes. The Soviet
Union was in the process of disinte-
gration, and the Cold War had end-
ed. India, under the P.V. Narasimha
Rao government, had embarked on
a substantive and wide-ranging
programme of economic reforms,
restructuring and liberalisation,
thereby bringing the economy in
line with those of the ASEAN coun-
tries. The complementarities be-
tween the economies of the ASEAN
countries and India became crys-
talised. The market for commerce
and investment could serve a com-
bined population of nearly 1.3 bil-
lion people of India and the ASEAN
countries.

ASEAN governments responded
to Indian overtures in 1992 and, be-
tween 1992 and 1996, India first be-
came a sectoral dialogue partner of
the ASEAN and in 1996 a full dia-
logue partner. India also joined the
security entity of the ASEAN, the
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), in
1996. India’s initial suggestions to

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari

ASEAN GAMES: Vajpayee and Cambodian PM Bounnhang Vorachit in Laos

join the security forum were reject-
ed by the ASEAN. The reason was
the ASEAN'’s reluctance to have the
complex politico-military tensions
of the subcontinent becoming part
of the discussions of the ARF.

This reasoning was valid because
once India became a dialogue part-
ner of the ASEAN, Pakistan active-
ly lobbied to become its part on sim-
ilar lines. Pakistan’s additional rea-

-soning was its Islamic identity, par-

ticularly with Malaysia and Indone-
sia. The point to note is that it took
nearly nine years from 1987 to 1996
for India to become a stable partici-
pant in the ASEAN process which
culminated in the first ASEAN-In-
dia summit in Phnom Penh during
November 4-6.

The omnibus statement sum-
marising the conclusions of the
Indo-ASEAN summit declared that
the strategic vision of the new link-
age (established in the summit) at
the highest level would be translat-
ed into reality with concrete pro-
grammes of cooperation. The state-
ment also asserted that this cooper-
ation will comprehensively combat
non-traditional security threats, in-
cluding that of terrorism within the
framework of the existing ARE

The statement also confirmed
that the Indo-ASEAN summit now
onwards will be held once every
year. The collective leadership of
the ASEAN and Prime Minister Va-
jpayee agreed that the existing pro-

grammes and projects of economic -

and technological cooperation
should be expanded. More signifi-
cant was Vajpayee’s suggestion that
the programme of economic coop-
eration be expanded to explore pos-
sibilities of the creation of an
ASEAN-India Free Trade Area by
the year 2012. India also took some

- ")'5"‘” M\

specific initiatives to strengthen
economic cooperation with Laos
and Cambodia in the bilateral seg-
ment of the visit. In discussions
with Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Sen and Laotian Prime Minis-
ter Bounnhang Vorachit, Vajpayee
offered a $ 10 million credit line to
each country.

Bilateral agreements were also
signed with Laos and Cambodia to
combat illegal trafficking of drugs,
defence cooperation and expansion
of trade and investment relations.
In terms of formal agreements and
decisions, the India-ASEAN summit
had led to the most substantive re-
sults after a gap of nearly a decade.
The last occasion marking such de-
cisions was Narasimha Rao’s visit
to the ASEAN countries in the sum-
mer of 1993.

The framework for result-orient-
ed directions has been finalised but
future prospects have to be assessed
on the basis of two criteria. First, a
comparison between the content of
cooperation between the ASEAN’s
relations with China, Japan and Ko-
rea; and second, the record of coop-
eration between India and the
ASEAN over the last decade. India’s
participation in the regional securi-
ty dialogue under the ARF has had
hiceups because of this country’s
nuclear weapons tests of 1998 and
the Kargil conflict and high levels
of Indo-Pakistan tension. This
should not be a matter of too much
concern because the decision taken
regarding these events were in In-
dia’s interests.

It is, however, on the economic
side that one should be thoughtful.
China and the ASEAN have also
signed an agreement on the creation
of afree trade zone which will have
amarket of nearly 1.7 billion people.

Eastward Ho!

By J.N. Dixit

This free trade area is likely to be-
come operational within three to
five years. Compare this to the deci-
sion only to “explore possibilities”
of creating such a zone between In-
dia and the ASEAN over a period of
ten years. Given the pace and sub-
stance of our economic perform-
ance, such caution is realistic,
though disappointing. One suspects
that caution is more on the part of
the ASEAN than India.

The record of Indo-ASEAN eco-
nomic cooperation is also not en-
couraging. The projects envisaged
for cooperation in the civil aviation
sector (the Singapore Airlines proj-
ect), in the sector of building of
highways with a Malaysian consor-
tium, the lack of satisfactory
progress about establishment of
information technology parks in
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu have
not increased our credibility in the
ASEAN countries, though friendly
leaders like Singapore Prime Minis-
ter Goh Tok Chung and Malaysjan
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hammed continued to bat on in
favour of India.

It is also relevant to note that
while the ASEAN has agreed to a
collective summit dialogue with
China, Japan and South Korea, they
have not included India in this col-
lective summit exercise, obviously
because we are not in the league of
these countries in economic per-
formance and policies. Secretary in
the Ministry of External Affairs R.
Abhayankar correctly assessed In-
dia’s performance in relation to the
ASEAN when he said during Vaj-
payee’s visit to Cambodia that India
unfortunately has ignored the
ASEAN and its strategic and eco-
nomic potential in the past. India is
now trying to,redress this balance.

With increasing engagement, In-
dia hopes that the ASEAN will gain
a better understanding of India's
economic and security concerns.
The importance of the ASEAN for
India cannot be overstated. It is a
mutually reinforcing relationship. A
valid ‘mission statement’. One hopes
it will be translated into operational
realities. Otherwise I would have to
recall a remark made by a senior of-
ficial of the ASEAN secretariat to
me two years after my retirement in
1996. He said: “We keep hearing your
policy-makers talk about India's
‘Look East’ policy. But you just keep
looking, not doing much about it."

One hopes that the Cambodian
visit will preciude expression of
such views from friends in the
ASEAN in future.
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HE Malaysian authorities

I moved the high court here

on Tuesday, challenging a
lower court verdict rejecting a
pleaforextradi- _
tion of Italian ¥
businessman
Ottavio Quat-
trocchi to India
to stand trial in
the Bofors pay-
off case.

The attorney
general of
Malaysia filed
the application
in the Kuala
Lumpur High
Court, seeking
to overturn the

Monday ruling OTTAVIO: FUTURE IN BALANCE  conditionally,

of the sessions
court and also confiscate Quat-
trocchi’s passport and re-imposi-
tion of his bail. “In our application
in the high court for overturning
of the sessions court’s decision on
the Quattrocchi extradition case,
we have also appealed the court
to re-impose the bail conditions

and confiscate Qu ttrocchls
passport,” Indian govgrnment
lawyers, assisting the authorities
in the case, said.

High court judge Augustin
Paul will hear the case on
Wednesday.

Quattrocchi’s
counsel said the
Italian  busi-
nessman, who
has been living
in Malaysia for
the last few
years, will be
present in the
court  during
the hearing.

Sessions
court  judge
Akhtar  Tahir
had discharged
Quattrocchi un-

saying that the
descriptions of the offences in the
requisition papers summated by
the Indian government were “in-
sufficient, vague and ambigu-
ous.” The CBI had informed |
Malaysia that it would ask for a
review of the decision of the low- |
er court. —PIT

The Econcmic Time:
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ast Timor
declares-*
emergency

Associated Press Qyw L) v é\ \’\/

DILI, Dec. 4. — East Timé declared a state of emerérncy
today after police fired on student protesters, killing at least
two people and sparking a rampage of looting and arson.

“I can confirm that a state of emergency has been im-
posed,” said Ms Vic Josey, the UN’s acting deputy commis-
sioner of operations. “We are working in close cooperation
with thepeacekeeping forces, and there is 7 p.m. curfew im-
posed.”

The UN assists with security in East Timor after admin-
istering the former Indonesian province for two years.

Earlier, police fired on a crowd of around 500 students
outside police headquarters. At least two people were kil-
jed, witnesses said. Rioters burned down the house of
Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri, a UN official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

It was the second day of unrest in Dili. The protests, the
worst since the poverty-stricken country became independ-
cnt in May, were sparked by the recent arrest of a student
from a school in the city.

Earlicr, President Xanana Gusmao arrived at the scene
of the riots, which were centered outside the National Po-
lice Headquarters. to try to restore order. The fighting con-
tinued, and he was escorted inside the building.

The state of emergency gives security forces extra pow-
ers of arrest and the power to impose a curfew.

Mobs also torched the Australian-owned Hello Mister
supermarket, which sells mostly imported goods to UN
workers and other foreigners in the country. At least one
police car was also torched.

They then looted nearby shops and hotels, taking televi-
sions and motorbikes.

UN peacekeepers were deployed, but were seemingly
unable to contain the rioting.

THESTATESMA)
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ime for a great leap e

HE recent India-
ASEAN Summit in
Cambodia has vindi-

cated India’s Look East

Policy. The summit is an acknow!-
-edgement of India’semergence asa
keyplayerin the Asia-Pacific region.

Australia, which hasbeen a dialogue

partner of the ASEAN for decades,
hasnot been given the special status
allotted to India. Having been de-
nied the membership of APEC in
1989, India realised that it was the
only regionial power left out in the
coldwhen others, far less important,
were involved in deciding the future
‘course of action in its extended
neighbourhood. This resulted in the
then prime minister, PV, Narasimha
Rao, initiating the Look East Policy
in 1991. The Rao proposal had an
instant and successful fallout with
Indiabecoming a Sectoral Dialogue
Partner of the ASEAN in January
1992 and a full Dialogue Partner in
December 1995. In July 1996, India
became a member of the ASEAN
Regional Forum.

“India’s formal interaction with
the ASEAN began only in 1992.
Considering that its involvement in
Southeast Asia had begun immedi-

ately after independence in 1947, it

had taken decades for it to enter
into a full dialogue partnership with
the ASEAN. India’s closed econ-
omy, hostile geo-strategic setting
and non-aligned foreign policy
were just a few reasons for this fail-
ure. Its assessment of ASEAN was
guided by Cold War perceptions—
the ASEAN was seen as an exten-
sion of the US security alliance sys-

tem. Although ties with some core .

members of this grouping im-
proved in the late eighties, India’s
defence spending and blue water
navy alarmed the member states.
The fears of Indian hegemony
were ultimately assuaged. Unlike
China, India’s record vis-a-vis
Southeast Asia has been spotless.
The dialogue process with the
ASEAN has enabled India to sig-
nificantly deepen its relationship

For India, linking up w1thqq

ASFAN makes eminent sense
¥ Man Morin KauL 3 b 2 %ﬂ\

with member states. It is meant to
augment its bilateral ties with its
Southeast Asian neighbours. In-
dia’s two sub-regional initiatives —
BIMST-EC and the Mekong
Ganga Project which include India,

. Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cam-

bodia, and Vietnam as members—
are stepstaken to forge closer links
with Southeast Asia. It seems it is
now eager to become a full mem-

berof ASEAN, a desire reflectedin -

its diminishing interest in SAARC.
A number of multilateral forums
have been created to ensure eco-
nomic cooperation between India
and ASEAN. For instance, in the
ASEAN-India Business Summit
held in October 2002, it was de-
cided to improve the level of eco-

nomic exchanges. In addition, both

covered a timetable for Lbe com-

pletion of the projects and an agree-

ment on the funding agency. So far
only one project has been accom-

plished. The delayin the implemen- -

tation of projects has often had a
negative impact on the investors
from the ASEAN countries.

Even though the recently re-
leased McKinsey Report on trade
has painted a rosy picture of India’s
potential to increase trade with
ASEAN from $9 billion in 2000 to
$24-36billion by 2007, the record of
Indian-ASEAN economic ties till
date has been modest. The actual
inflow of ASEAN investments con-

_stitutes a meagre 3.4 per cent of total

FDI flows into India. According to
the CII, the two-way trade between

India and ASEAN in 1998 consti-

ASEAN is wooing India as never before.
It is in India’s interest to respond
positively to this

India and ASEAN have identified

many non-economic areas of coop-
eration, like biotechnology, in-
fotech and tourism.

It needs to be stressed, though,

‘that initiating a new proposal each

time an Indian minister visits the re-
gionisneither pragmatic nor strate-
gically correct. It is far better tostick
to a few meaningful projects. Here

China’s example can be emulated.

Already ten road networks linking

the Yunnan province with the

Mekong basin countries, have ei-
ther been developed or are ‘at a

stage of implementation under the

Great Mekong Sub-region Devel-
opment Programme. In contrast,
India has yet to come up with a fea-
sible plan delineating areas to be

tuted 10.05 per cent of India’s total
trade and an insignificant 1.28 per
cert of ASEANs total trade. This

indicates a need for India to focus

onawell-defined strategy for closer
economic tieswith Southeast Asja.
The slow progress in economic
relations does not detract from the
fact that there is a growing under-
standing between India and
ASEAN as witnessed in the recent
Summit in Cambodia. However,
two crucial trends surfaced: first,
the emergence of ASEAN’s per-
ception of India as a reliable part-
ner substantiated by institutionalis-
ing the India-ASEAN multilateral
dialogue at the highest level and ex-
panding areas of cooperation from
limited trade to free trade. Second,

astwards

NG

China’s strategic move at signing an
agreement with ASEAN at the
ASEAN Plus 3 Summit for creat-
inga free trade zone — a calculated
step towards closer mtegranon Wlth
the ASEAN economy. Itis

to predict the strategic unphmtlons

.of these trends for India’s foreign

policy but there is no denying that
the ASEAN governments are cau-
tious about China and beneath the
bonhomie there does lurk a certain
degree of nervousness.

These are turbulent times for
ASEAN countries. The failure of
ASEAN to respond to new chal-
lenges, such as the economic crises,
environmental problems and the
separation of East Timor has raised
doubts about its cohesiveness as a
regional grouping. With Islamic ter-
rorist activities on the rise, as the re-
cent Bali bombings indicated, the
US and Australia have issued travel
warnings to their nationals. This
may cause great loss to the region’s
tourism industry and Southeast
Asia may begin to be perceived as
an unsafe destination for foreign in-
vestment. Even the FDI by its lead-

_ing investor, Japan, seems to be go-

ing more to China than to ASEAN.
This is an obvious cause for con-
cern. In order to look for other al-

ternatives, the ASEAN is wooing

India as never before.

Itisin India’s interest to respond
positively to this. After all, a weak
and unstable ASEAN is not con-

“ducive to India’s long-term security
" concerns. India should play a proac-

tive and more meaningful role in
the region’s security concerns, espe-
cially with regard to terrorism and
transnational crime. It is time for ac-
tion. India needs to exploit the en-
thusiasm generated by the Cambo-
dian summit and pay full attention
to newly emerging trends in India-
ASEAN cooperation.

The writer is associate professor,
School of Intemational Studies,
JNU. This piece has been written
alongwith Vibhanshu Shekhar
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Ayanmar asks U.N.
envoy to delay visit

I

SINGARORE, MARCH 19. The
Myanmpar Government has
asked U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral’s special envoy, Razali Is-
mail, to delay his visit to Yangon
following the attempted coup in
the country.

Mr. Razali, whose visit was
scheduled to begin on Tuesday,
had been informed about the
postponement, a military Gov-
ernment statement said in Yan-
gon. “The Myanmar authorities
concerned are quite preoccu-
pied with issues that need im-
mediate attention after the
recent coup attempt,” the state-
ment said. “The U.N. envoy,
Mr. Razali Ismail, has been in-
formed and kindly requested to
postpone his visit to Myanmar
at a date convenient to both
sides in the future,” it said. In-
terestingly, the statement also
added that the visit had been
postponed on account of the

(\7 By Amit Baruah 9‘7ky“;:’¢“ﬁillness of the Deputy Foreign
(

Minister (Khin Maung Win)”'.
Responding to the military
Government's statement, a
U.N. spokeswoman was quoted
as saying: “We are disappointed
to hear of this development, but
we hope that the mission can be
rescheduled as soon as possible
in order to facilitate the national
reconciliation process.” On
March 7, the son-in-law and
three grandsons of the former
dictator, Ne Win, were arrested
by the military authorities for
plotting a coup against the rul-
ing State Peace and Develop-
ment Council (SPDC). Several
top military commanders have
also been displaced after the
military Government reported
the coup attempt. Western
media accounts, meanwhile,
are quite sceptical of the “coup
plot”, saying this could indicate
a power struggle between the |
Army Chief, Maung Aye, and the |
intelligence boss, Khin Nyunt.
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NEW DELHI, DEC. 9. “It’s a choice
that they have made,” the For-
eign Office spokesman here said
in response to Pakistan’s deci-
sion to indefinitely postpone
the SAARC summit after India
refused to confirm the dates for
the Islamabad meeting. India,
he claimed, had “always been
committed” to the SAARC and
its processes, but alleged that
every meaningful proposal on
trade and economic issues had
been systematically “‘sabo-
taged” by Pakistan.

According to sources, Pakis-
tan’s decision was triggered by
the fact that Islamabad wanted
“lead time” of at least a month
to prepare for the meeting but
India was not ready to confirm
the dates. In a sense, Pakistan
has “bailed out” India from tak-
ing a public position on the
SAARC meeting by announcing
that the summit had been in-
definitely deferred. But, the In-
dian establishment preferred to
keep mum on the dates and
wait for Pakistan to take the
next step, which they have now

< It's their choice:

\T 3%

taken. sources said that the
summit meeting had been “put
off’ at a time when the official-
level talks on a draft treaty
framework for a South Asian
Free Trade Area (SAFTA) were
going quite well.

In fact, yet another meeting
of officials on the issue is sched-
uled to be held in Kathmandu
later this month. On the next
step, the sources maintained
that informal consultations
through the good offices of the
SAARC Secretariat on Kathman-
du would continue on a fresh
set of dates. ““This will take a few
months,” they added.

The Foreign Office spokes-
man took the view that the
whole issue was not about
agreeing to dates for a SAARC
summit, but about making pro-
gress on the economic issues
within the Regional Association.

From India’s point of view, if
the Prime Minister, A.B. Vaj-
payee, had decided to travel to
Islamabad on January 11-13, it
would have entailed a decision
on two issues — a return of the
Indian High Commissioner and
a restoration of civil aviation

TH= HINDU

India

links. The sources said if Mr.
Vajpayee had travelled to Pakis-
tan, then India would have liked
to have a High Commissioner in
place and, obviously, he would
have flown in his special air-
craft. They said Mr. Vajpayee
would not have travelled by the
circuitous route that is being
followed by the few travellers
who are able to afford travel be-
tween India and Pakistan.

At this point of time, these
were two decisions that India
did not want to take, given the
tough line it wanted to project
against Pakistan-sponsored ter-
rorism. Also, though officially
New Delhi doesn’t want to say
this, given the fact that SAARC is |
not supposed to take up bilater-
al matters, the issue of cross-
border terrorism continues to
loom large on the India-Pakis-
tan horizon.

It is almost certain that Pakis-
tan-based  terrorist  groups
would have staged a high-pro-
file attack before or during the
visit of the Prime Minister to Is-
lamabad. And this, clearly, was
an embarrassment that India |
could have done without. '
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 9. For the third time since its in-
ception in 1985, the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) became victim to
Indo-Pak. tensions as Pakistan today formally
sought the postponement of the 12th SAARC
Summit it had proposed here in the second week
of January.

The official announcement by Islamabad,
about its communication to the SAARC Secre-
tary-General on its inability to hold the Summit
in the absence of confirmation of dates by India
and Bhutan, was not unexpected. The postpone-
ment has been in the air for several weeks now.

A clear sign that Pakistan was readying to post-"

pone the event was evident when its Foreign Of-
fice, on November 29, accused India of putting
“pre-conditions” for attending the meet. Pakis-
tan asserted that it would not “countenance”
such moves from any quarters, merely to ensure
their participation.

New Delhi raised two arguments as to why it
was not enthused over the prospect of another
SAARC Summit and that too in Pakistan.

First came the charge that there was little pro-
gress on the South Asian Preferential Trade
Agreement (w and the South Asian Free

TH= HINDUG

" Pak. seeks to defer
“w SAARC summit

Trade Agreenient (SAFTA), as was agreed at the
last Summit in Kathmandu, due to non-cooper-
ation from Pakistan.

The second argument from the Indian side was
that there was little purpose in a meet in Pakistan
as long as it did not stop “‘cross-border terror-
ism”". Replying to the first charge, Pakistan main-
tained that it was committed to pledges made at
the last Summit but could not be hustled into
trade agreements. It flatly denied the allegations
about cross-border infiltration and terrorism.

A Foreign Office spokesman, Kamran Niaz,
maintained that the Summit dates were ad-
vanced from April to January, on the request of
the Indian side, at the meeting of SAARC Council
of Ministers at Kathrnandu. He claimed that at
the same conference the Ministers had agreed on
January 5-20 as the “band of dates” within which
the Summit may be organised and Pakistan
agreed to suggest specific dates.

In the last week of August, Pakistan suggested
January 11-13 as the dates. At the informal meet-
ing of SAARC Foreign Ministers on September 16,
on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly, it
was agreed that all member-states should con-
firm their acceptance of the proposed dates at the
earliest.

ILis thelr decision, says India: Page 11
. / /}s /
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We need to make a distinction between
bilateral issue q/d multilateral cooperation

tential to the level of inanities. Pakistan,
and even some elements of the interna-
tional community, appear to mix up the
multilateral summit due to be held next
month in Islamabad with the issue of
bilateral dialogue between Pakistan
and India. This is unfortunate since

- that dialogue is subject to numerous
parameters that need not necessarily
apply to the SAARC summit. After all,
both India and Pakistan have engaged
themselves in multilateral dialpgue and
discussions at various forums while
New Delhi insists that a bilateral dia-
logue would remain contingent to Pak-
istari stopping assistance to cross-bor-
der terrorism, Every act of tetrorism in
India pushes the prospect of that
dialogue further back.

Regional  co-operation under_

SAARC, however, is a different issiie.
India, as the major country, must re-
main firmly committed to the princi-
ple and practice of regional co-opera-
tion, The SAARC charter itself does
not allow for bilateral issues to be
mixed with the multilateral process.
Thus great care must be adopted by
everyone to ensure that even insinua-
tions of a bilateral summit, leave alone
generating perceptions of such a
process, should not be allowed to
~cloud the prospects of movement

along the chosen path of multilateral

co-operation. Thus persisting doubts

Quvt- B~

about Indian participation in the |

forthcoming SAARC summit needs
careful handling. National Security
Adviser Brajesh Mishra séems to sug-
gest that Indian participation would
depend upon Pakistan implementing
the decisions of earlier SAARC sum-
mit and other meetings. It is true that
reglonal co-operation can only be as
good as the implementation of the de-
cisions that are mutually agreed upon,;
and without such progress SAARC
would only become a ‘talk shop”.  «
Pakistan has not granted India the
Most Favoured Nation status and in-
stituted trade arrangements required
under earlier agreements. It may also
be claimed that Islamabad has signifi-
cantly held back co-operation in coun-
tering terrorism. Given the nature of
the issues that could be involved, it is
necessary for both Pakistan and India
to show transparency at this time. It is
important, too, that New Delhi spells
out the issues which in its judgement
Pakistan was to implement but has not
done. This is all the more necessary to
avoid any interpretation that might
link up the government’s ambiguity
with the impending elections in Gu-
jarat. On the other hand, Pakistan
must declare, as early as possible, its
commitment tothe lmplementauon of
the decisions that require such action.
Otherwise it would only promote the
prevailing view that Islamabad does

‘not stand by its commitments made in

formal agreements, = -

~
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~Thailand show

By Amit Baruah MD‘ confusion ' t ? arises in the

SINGAPORE, MARCH. 6. The signs
are ominous. Thailand, which
was slowly crafting its democrat-
ic institutions, is showing grow-

| ing signs of intolerance under
the Prime Minister, Thaksin Shi-
nawatra. And, as can be expected
in new demaocracies, it is the
press that has come to face the
opprobrium of the powers that
be in Thailand.

Two Bangkok-based reporters
of the Far Eastern Economic Re-
view (FEER) were the first “casu-

| alties” — they were ordered out
of the country for an article in
the magazine's January issue
and their fate still hangs in the
balance. Both have had to sur-
render their passports to the
Thai Government, pending an
appeal of their cases.

And, now the Nation Multi-
media Group, which supplied ra-
dio programmes to FM 90.5MHz,
has been told to discontinue its
programmes. The Government's
directive was conveyed to Smart
Bomb Company Ltd, the conces-
sionaire of time on the radio sta-
tion. Following the directive, the
Nation Group has decided to dis-
continue political coverage and
comimentaries on its 24-hour ca-
ble news channel.

“News Channel UBC 8 views
the current political atmosphere
in Thailand with great concern.
It appears that there are uncer-
tainties suggesting that the Gov-
ernment has neither the will nor
the inclination to guarantee free-
dom of expression as guaranteed
by the Constitution,” the media
group said in a statement.

According to the group, with-
out a guarantee of freedom of ex-
pression to report and comment
on political news, the channel
' would no longer cover political

stories.

For his part, Mr. Thaksin has
denied that the action was taken
for political reasons while warn-
ing the press to be “construc-
tive”’ in its reports and not show
bias against the Government. (A
Government Minister claimed
that the action was taken on con-
tractual grounds).

“Let’s be constructive and not

% emotion and criticise people
ithout consideration for the

country,” thie Prime Minister
was quoted gs saying.

“The media are human. A co-
lumnist is a human who can
write from experience or feeling.
But this feeling is listened to by
hundreds of thousands of mil-
lions of people. Is that beneficial
to society? The country needs
unity today,” Mr. Thaksin
claimed.

Separately, the Deputy Prime
Minister, Chavalit Yongchaiy-
udh, conceded that the Govern-
ment was unhappy with the
criticism contained in the Na-
tion’s radio programmes. “They
should point out things but not
crticise us,” he said. In an edi-
torial on the issue, The Nation
argued: “Democracy is about
building, through trial and erro-
r...on the other hand, dictator-
ship is about one man forcing
others to accept his ideas - and
his alone.

Mr. Thaksin has shown ade-
quately which side of the fence
he is on. All of his critics are ene-
mies who have to be controlled,
intimidated or simply wiped out.

e

ing signs of intolerance

Thal protesters hold a poster denouncing the Far East

Economic Review magazine in Bangkok
on Wednesday. — AP

Consequently, Thailand is be-
coming a country where freedom
of speech is limited to those will-
ing to admire the emperor’s
clothes.”

Whether it is the case of the
FEER reporters or the Nation's
radio programmes, Government
action against the press can only
go to weaken democratic institu-
tions. There has been little by
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way of debate or discussion with
the parties concerned, there has
only been “action”. In South-
East Asia, where the freedom of
the press in several countries is
questionable, Thailand stood
out for its sharp-edged press - a
sign that years of control were a
thing of the past. Will the press
be reined in or will it continue to
expose the powers that be?



ﬁ' andjung grrest a bold ‘move
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SINGAPORE, MARCH. 8. The arrest

of the Indonesian House of

Repre8entatives (DPR) Speaker,
. Akbar Tandjung, and the deci-
sion to try Tommy Suharto, son
of former dictator, Gen. Suhar-
to, on murder charges are bold
moves by the President, Mega-
wati Sukarnoputri.

Mr. Akbar’s arrest, surprising
as it was, comes at a time when
Indonesians had come to be-
lieve that Governments were far
from serious about tackling the
problem of corruption.

As leader of the Golkar party,
which has about 30 per cent of
all seats in the House and is the
second largest party in the DPR,
Mr. Akbar is a powerful politic-
ian and contended for the post
of President in elections sched-
uled for 2004.

Given the fact that Ms. Mega-
wati’s Cabinet has Golkar
members, her Government
could be faced with some tur-
bulence from Mr. Akbar arrest
in a case of embezzlement of
U.S. $4 million from the State
logistics agency, Bulog.

Ms. Megawati’s decision to
order the Attorney-General's
office to arrest Mr. Akbar is defi-
nitely going to win her popular
support since he is the most se-
nior Indonesian politician to
face corruption charges.

Most of Gen. Suharto’s cro-
nies have gone free as has his
family barring Tommy Suharto,
who was an absconder from the

By Amit Baruah “Q A

The Indonesian Parliament Speaker and head of former
ruling Golkar party, Akbar Tandjung (right), is escorted by
officials as he leaves for prayers at the Attomey-General's

office compound in Jakarta on Friday. — Reuters

law after being sentenced to an
18-month jail term in a corrup-
tion case. Yesterday, the police
announced that Tommy was an
accused in the July 2001 murder
of Supreme Court judge, Syafi-
uddin Kartasasmita, the man
who sentenced the junior Su-
harto to the 18-month jail term.
Having taken these two deci-
sions, Indonesians will now
maintain a close watch on the
course these two cases take.
On Mr. Akbar’s front, the
next moves by Golkar will have
to be closely watched. Though
there are some dissident ele-
ments who had asked Mr. Ak-

bar to resign as the DPR
Speaker, the Golkar leader did
not oblige them.

In Jakarta, a Golkar function-
ary said the party may suspend
its political activity in the
House of Representatives. A top
Golkar official and State Minis-
ter for Information, Syamsul
Muarif, said that he would re-
sign over the Akbar affair. In a
related development, the Chief
Security Minister, Susilo Bam-
bang Yudhoyono, said the Pres-
ident was monitoring
developments and was not un-
duly concerned by political de-
velopments.

7
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~30 die in raid
on Myanmar

)/wcamp
-t bETERS ‘7/\
BANG%(&K Marc 23.
Separatist ethnic Karen
fighters launched one of
their biggest attacks on the
Myanmar army since the
mid-1990s this morning,
leaving about 30 dead, the
Thai army said.

A Thai military source told
reporters that about 100
fighters from the Karen
National Union raided the
large military camp, oppo-
site Thailand’s Phop Phra
‘district of Tak province, 420
km north-west of Bangkok.

The source did not say how
many Myanmar troops were
among the dead. He said the
camp also sheltered soldiers
of the Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army, which split
away from the KNU in the
mid-1990s to become allies
of the Myanmar army.

It said the Thai army had
detained more than 30 KNU
soldiers who fled into
Thailand after the raid, and
would soon disarm them
before sending them back
into Myanmar.
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/( etting nowlwrg

angon junta delaymg transfer of po

1l hopes pinned on secret talks between Aung San Suu' Kyi’s
ational League for Democracy(NLD) and Myanmar’s
military junta which goes by the name of State Peace and
Development Council (SPDC) are getting nowhere. There is
little doubt that the junta’s objective is to use the secret
dialogue to delay the transfer of power by tiring out the
Opposition and taxing its patience. Not much should be read
into their assertion that the “ongoing dialogue might seem to
be slow 'to some but it is steady and a sure process where
success is imminent”. Except that the junta during the dialogue
process has been maintaining an informal truce by not allowing
the state-controlled media to gun for Suu Kyi and her NLD
reciprocating the gesture by not criticising the junta, the secret
talks have achieved nothing. Although 210 NLD members
including a cousin of Suu Kyi and her assistant secretary have
been released from prison and “correctional facilities” during
this period, there is no indication that the intrepid leader of the
pro-democracy movement, held under house arrest since
September 2000 after confronting the junta over restrictions on
her movements, and over 800 other NLD leaders and members
would be set free to hasten the process' of political
reconciliation. Hopes that the recent reshuffle of top military
commanders might influence the outcome of the secret
dialogue have also been belied because the junta insists that
Suu Kyi should “drop her unrealistic demands and work for
mutual understanding by letting the military share state power
for advancement of democracy.” Naturally such a ridiculous
stance is hindering the progress of the dialogue.

But the sanctions, military and economic, that the West have
imposed on Myanmar, continue to hurt the junta hard which is
why the generals keep saying a reconciliation is imminent. The
Americans are not fools. Only recently pressure groups in the
US persuaded more than two dozen American corporations to
stop importing Myanmarese goods and those that sell them are
coming under sustained pressure. Many Myanmarese goods
are products of forced labour. A drop in opium production in
Afghanistan following the air strikes and the Myanmarese
desperation to lay their hands on hard cash to alleviate
hardship have already turned Myanmar into the world’s biggest
opium producer. While Myanmar’s isolation has increasingly
driven it into China’s arms, internally the situation is far from
normal. Fearing student unrest the junta has locked out
universities like Mandalay and the ones that have been allowed
to function have been shifted. One doesn’t know whether these
are straws in the wind but then politics in Myanmar have always
been problematic, even for the well informed.
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Myanmar coup ¢

FROMAUNG HLATUN

Yangon, March 10 (Reuters):
Myanmar’s chief of police, the
head of the air force and an
army general have been sacked
in connection with an alleged
coup plot by relatives of former

military strongman, Ne Win,
diplomats said on Sunday.

Over a dozen more senior of-
ficers were also set to be sacked
or arrested over the plot, they
said.

“As far as we know, police
chief Col Soe Win, commander-

The Telegraph

QUICK CROSSWORD

in-chief Air Maj Gen.
Myint Swe, and Brig.
Gen. Chit Than were
relieved from their
duty (on Friday),” a
well-informed Asian

rackdown

§ b hele oy

tle and bustle of the
capital .

Security measures
across the capital were
also routine, except
around the Resistance

diplomat based in Yan- Park, where they have
gon said. been tightened for

Chit Than was about two -veeks be-
commander of the Tri- cause of parade drills
angle Region in Keng- for the 57th Anniver-
tung, where Myan- NeWin.(AFFfile sary Armed Forces Day
mar, Thai and Laotian picture) on March 27.

borders meet. “We

heard that more than adozen, in-
cluding some high-ranking ones
and a senior naval officer, will
also be sacked in connection
with this case. But we don’t
know yet how they are involved
init,” he said.

Myanmar military authori-
ties declined to comment on the
report.

The military government
1id on Saturday they had ar-
.sted the son-in-law and three

ndsons of former President,

Win, for attempting to plot a

jp against the military.

Kyaw Win, Myanmar’s

ety chief of military intelli-
serce, told a news conference
ha Aye Zaw Win, and his three
son; — Aye Ne Win, Kyaw Ne
Winand Zwe Ne Win, all in their
1id-20s — were arrested at a
sstaurant on Thursday evening
hile waiting to discuss their
wup plot with a senior com-
anding officer.

Siecurity around the lakeside
siddence of the 92-year-old for-
v dictator in central Yangon
d been tightened after the ar-
its, witnesses said.

Aye Zaw Win, a businessman
lievied to be in the late 50s, is
> hugband of Ne Win’s daugh-

, Sapdar Win, the eldest and

2 apple of Ne Win’s eye.

Sandar Win used to be amed-

al doctor in the army and she
signed from her job as a major
out nine years ago and entered
to business.

Yangon was calm this week-
1d apart from the normal hus-
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But all 12 regional
commanders were back in Yan-
gon while the 13 members of the
Yangon-based State Peace and
Development Council were hold-
ing a closed-door meeting today,
a military source said.

He said the military might
hold another news conference
next week.

Kyaw Win today said the
coup plotters were dissatisfied
with their loss of business privi-
leges from the government, and
the government’s priorities on
ethnic groups and the political
and economic changes.

Aye Zaw Win and Sandar Win
were two of the most privileged
entrepreneurs before and dur-
ing the early days of the present
military government.

They used to have monopo-
lies in hotel, fisheries and pearl-
culture industries and were in-
volved in a multi-million dollar
mobile phone installation proj-
ect two years ago.

The latter project was
scrapped last year, leading to the
removal of the minister for post
and telecommunications.

The current military regime,
known as the State Peace and De-
velopment Council, has ruled si-
nce 1991 when it ignored a land-
slide election victory of the opp-
osition National League for De-
mocracy headed by Aung San
Suu Kyi.

Myanmar’s army has for
years been fighting several eth-
nic insurgencies over the 1
decade, but has agreed ce
with most.




/ « Junta criticises
" Ne Win regime

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPQRE, MARCH. 27. Does the recent arrest of the former Myan-
| marese {trongman, Ne Win's family members bode well for Myan-
mar? A sfeech made by the State and Peace Development Council
(SPDC) Chairman, Than Shwe, today would indicate that the mil-
itary Government has cut the umbilical chord with the former
dictator’s legacy.

Addressing a gathering on Armed Forces Day in Yangon, Gen.
Than Shwe, was quoted as saying: “In 1988, due to an atmosphere
of general dissatisfaction based on low levels of economic per-
formance, the situation went out of control.”

In what is, perhaps, the first criticism of Mr. Ne Win and his
regime, the SPDC chief said: “The responsibility to undertake a
transition from one age and one system to a new age and a new
system that was in line with the political, economic and social
desires of the people fell on the Tatmadaw (military).”

In 1988, Mr. Ne Win gave up power following mass protests in
the country. During his autocratic tenure, he isolated the country
and denied the people their democratic rights. Earlier this month,
the military Government announced that a son-in-law and three
grandsons of Mr. Ne Win had been arrested on charges of plotting
a coup against the military Government.

Gen. Than Shwe, in his speech, also made indirect references to
the ongoing dialogue process with the National League of Democ-
racy (NLD) general secretary, Aung San Suu Kyi.

“Untiring efforts are being made....to ensure that when the time
comes to hand over the responsibilities of the State, succeeding
governments will be able to provide leadership with rectitude and
| with continuity to a nation where favourable conditions of stabil-
ity and peace prevail,” he said.

“Our genuine goodwill and efforts have been proved and are
being proved with deeds, not words,” he maintained.

While there is this indirect reference to the dialogue, pressures
are mounting on the military Government to produce results in
the talks with Ms. Suu Kyi, which commenced way back in Octa-
ber 2000.

It is evident that the military Government, at the maximum, will
be prepared to share power with a possible, future democratic
dispensation while retaining its control on the political system
and politics.

Despite the optimistic words being used by Gen. Than Shwe,
the military Government cancelled a visit by the U.N. Secretary-
General’s special envoy, Razali Ismail, to Yangon for talks on tak-
ing the political process further.

The Yangon authorities made it plain that the rescheduling of
Mr. Razali’s visit was related to the Ne Win family's coup attempt
and the Malaysian diplomat would be invited y again. Mr.

Vi

Razali is likely to travel to Myanmar in April.
s 7
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GENEVA, DEC. 9. The Indonepian
Government and rebels from
Aceh province Monday signed a
landmark accord to end the 26-
year separatist war on the tip of
Sumatra island. But the two
sides left details of the thorny
issue of disarming the province
to further negotiation.

“Both sides have thus agreed
that, from now on, enmity be-
tween them should be consid-
ered a thing of the past,” said
the six-page accord.

The U.S. mediator, Anthony
Zinni, said, “Both parties repre-
sented here really want this
agreement to work. This is a
good starting point. But it is just
the beginning, not the end.”

Because of the bitterness of
the conflict, however, both
sides warned that the attempt
to implement the accord —
which grants Aceh wide-rang-
ing autonomy but does not al-
low for independence — will be
fraught with difficulties which
could derail the peace process.

The war, which has roots go-
ing back more than 130 years, is
considered one of the world’s
oldest armed conflicts.

“Given the firm commitment
of both sides for peace, I see no
reason why we cannot obtain
this goal we so desire,” said Wi-
ryono Sastro Handoyo, the top
Indonesian Government nego-
tiator, after signing the accord.
“There is no obstacle we can’t
overcome.”

Zaini Abdullah, who signed
the pact for the leadership of
the Free Aceh Movement, said:
“The achievement today is the
direct result of the struggle and

sacrifices of our people. We

hope the peace process will be
an opportunity for them to ex-
press themselves in a peaceful
and safe manner.”

Although 12,000 people have

CHARTING THE PEACE PATH: Rebe! soldiers of the

rebels sign peac

died in Aceh in the last decade,
the insurgency has been
dubbed “the Forgotten War”
because it never managed to at-
tract international public atten-
tion in the same way as other

separatist Free Aceh Movement (GAM) march in their
camp In Batee lliek, Aceh province, Indonesia, in
this recent photo.
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conflict§, such as East Timor,
did.

. But Aceh is seen as the most
dangerous of Indonesia’s many
internal conflicts because of the
rebels’ insistence on independ-
ence and the Government’s re-
solve not to allow the province
to break away — a move that
many believe would lead to the
disintegration of the ethnically
and religiously diverse nation of
210 million people.

Monday’s accord paves the
way for a political process,
called the “All-Inclusive Dia-
logue,” 'which would bring to-
gether all political and social
groups in the province to pre-
pare for free legislative elections
in the region in 2004. Mediators
said other details would be
ironed out on the ground when
the peace pact goes into effect.

If the peace agreement —
which provides for wide region-
al autonomy and control over
significant revenues from the
province's timber and natural
gas resources — proves success-
ful, it could also be implement-
ed in other secessionist trouble
spots in Indonesia. The peace

accord sidestepped the sensi-
tive issue of disarmament and
demilitarisation of Aceh, a Hol-
land-sized province of 4.1 mil-
lion people on the northern tip
of Sumatra island. Both sides

have been under intense inter-
national pressure to make con-
cessions. The Government has
offered the timber-and oil-rich
province autonomy, including
regional elections in 2004 which
the rebel Free Aceh Movement
is likely to win. — AP
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~Arrests pre-em

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, DEC. 6. The Malay-
sian Prime Minister, Mahathir
Mohamad, today pledged to
carry forward a definitive anti-
terror agenda through “pre-
emptive action”. Dr. Mahathir’s
choice of such a strategic option
within the frontiers of his own
country has had an evocative
resonance within the diplomat-
ic community in South-East
Asia, given the damage-control
exercise that Australia has had
to initiate following a pan-re-
gional outcry against its Prime
Minister, John Howard’s recent
statement of intent to take pre-
emptive action if necessary.
The Malaysian leader availed
himself of the celebrations of
“Hari Raya” (as the Id is known)
to portray his country as an an-
ti-terror force in spite of the
perceived misconceptions in
the. West about the connection
between Islapd and the current
wave of worldwide terrorism.

Muslims attend moring Id prayers in
Jakarta on Friday. — Reuters

He said: “We do not deny that

there are terrorists in Malaysia,

but we have contained them

much earlier than other
countries’’.

About the detention of sus-
pected terrorists in Malaysia, he
noted that “when we arrested
these people ... many said that
we (the Malaysian authorities)

are undemocratic (in spirit).”

CE= HIND,

* “they under-
stand that if we
- want to avoid
terrorism, we
have to take
pre-emptive
action” against

ning such
violence. “Oth-
erwise, if we

wait until they
(the terrorists)
explode  the
bomb(s), many
people will die, and, at that
time, it is (just) too late”, he
quipped .

The reference to the arrests,
some of which attracted;criti-
cism in the West as alsg Austra-
lia about his admini
human rights reco

ers of Kumpu-
lan Militan /Malaysia, a local

ted wolence' Mahathl

outﬁt with su ]3 ted links to Al-
Qaeda, since|October last year.

The coded diplomatic mess-
age to Mr. Howard from Dr. Ma-
hathir cannot be missed, given
the context in which the Malay-
sian leader spoke today about
his country’s initiative of a pre-
emptive action against suspect-
ed terrorists. Dr. Mahathir
minced no words about some
Islamic countries, too, while la-
menting how they had provided
sanctuaries to misguided ele-
ments from Malaysia, in the
overdrive towards political-Is-
lam of the kind that caused con-
‘cern to non-Muslims across the
world.

Dr. Mahathir said that some
Malaysians, who wished to seize
power in Kuala Lumpur, went
to Pakistan as also Afghanistan,
purportedly to study religion,
but actually to learn how to
make bombs, rob banks, to kill
and to topple the Government
(in Malaysia) to set up a suppos-
edly Islamic nation.
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December 5 is His
Majesty King Bhumbol
Adulyadej’s 75th birthday.
Some highlights of His
Majesty’s special projects
and achievements.

His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej has
initiated countless projects
in order to create a better
standard of living for his
people, especially those in
the rural areas. His rural
development projects were
first started in 1952 as a
basic research into ideas
that could help farmers earn
their livelihood. The emer-
gence of His Majesty’s own

projects was viewed as a #

social welfare undertaking
that in no way overlapped
the government’s own
responsibility as having the
principle role in national
development. The reason for
this was that the King’s
projects were largely
conducted in the areas
where at that time the gov-
ernment was unable or
unprepared to undertake
large-scale projects.

One of the most impor-
tant aspects of the Royal
Projects is the use of natural
methods as a means of solv-
ing natural problems. These
natural methods are charac-
terised by . simplicity,
frugality and an ecological
balance.

His Majesty’s Royal
Project for the Environment
received the Ramon
Magsaysay -Award, the
Asian equivalent of the
Nobel Prize, in 1988.

From small experi-
ments, His Majesty’s pro-
jects grew to become full
blown vocations, requiring
greater involvement of indi-
viduals and groups. After
fifty years of initiating his
ideas to help the people help
themselves, His Majesty
now has many agencies that
are responsible for carrying
out the Royal Projects such
as the Office of the Royal
Development Projects
Board, the Royal Develop-
ment Study Centres and the
Chaipattana Foundation.

» Steps to be taken to
strengthen Indo-Thai eco-
nomic, social and cultural
ties further, to reach an
“optimum” relationship.

First of all, I would like
to emphasise that relations
between India and Thailand
are extremely cordial. Unof-
ficially, the people of the two
countries have interacted
for centuries. Officially, we
have established diplomatic
ties for over fifty years.

In order to further deep-
en and strengthen this
friendship and reach the
“optimum” relationship, I
think, both countries should
promote a greater knowl-
edge and awareness of each
other by creating opportuni-
ties for people of both the

=D

Grand Palaee, Braekok
and His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulvade]

countries to meet and net-
work.

Economically, we should
encourage businessmen and
economic officials to meet
and mutually benefit from
their economic transac-
tions. A good example is the
free trade area that is being
discussed. The same applies
in the social and cultural
fields as well. We have start-
ed to conduct more activities
such as the Thai food festi-
vals and Thai cultural per-
formances in different cities
in India so that Indian peo-
ple can experience the dif-
ferent facets of Thailand.

Thailand, one of the
gateways to other destina-
tions in the Far East and
beyond, as a major com-
mercial hub in compari-
son to countries like
Malaysia and Singapore.

Thailand is situated in
the centre of Mainland
South East Asia and is the
gateway to Cambodia, Laos,
Vietnam and Myanmar. It
has many seaports in the
eastern and southern parts
of the country. Moreover,
compared to neighbouring
countries like Malaysia and
Singapore, Thailand has
cheaper labour wages
and lower cost of doing
business.

e Any special incentives
and concessions to cash in
on the advantage of Thai-
land being a preferred
travel destination of the
Indians.

Thailand is a destina-

tion that is not only cheap |

but also has the best value
for money. There is practi-
cally everything for every-
one, be it golf, spas, adven-
ture tourism etc. The eco-
nomical rates of travel and
hotel stay and the variety of
attractions offered in Thai-
land is more than enough to
attract tourists.

In addition, the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT)
also facilitates groups of

tourists who travel to Thai- :

land under the MICE (Meet-
ings, Incentives, Conference
and Exhibition) scheme.
The TAT coordinates with
hotels to get even lower rates
than those given to individu-

al tourists and also helps

organise cultural perfor-
mances and outings. For
individual and group
tourists alike, the TAT tries
to facilitate their stay
through such initiatives like

VAT refund centres, the -

tourist police, and coopera-
tion with the business com-

munity to hold mega sale

events.

= .
glant leap forwarde..

items etc will leapfrog in
the future.

Currently, the trade vol-
ume between Thailand and
India accounts for merely
1% of the total trade
between Thailand and other
countries. In 2001, the total
volume was to the tune of $
1,154.1 million, of which
Thai imports from India
constituted $671 and exports
$ 483.1 million. This means
that Thailand has a trade
deficit with India. But this
doesn’t worry us so much.
We should find ways and
means on how to increase
the trade volume between
us. The main products
exported from Thailand are
computer parts and compo-
nents, yarn and fibre, textile*
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on Thailand,

For His Excellency Ambassador
Bandhit Sotipalalit, the India posting has by for
been the best. With Indo -Thai relations on the
upswing, he has been one of the busiest
Thai Ambassadors in the recent past. The volume of
trade between the countries is set o increase.
Thoiland has successfully emerged from the 1997
economic crisis. Travel between the two countries has
grown multifold — a clear sign being Thai Airways
pushing for more seats out of India.

The Ambassador spoke o Sujay Gupta on wide
ranging issues on the eve of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej's 75th Birthday.

Known in Thai as 'Wan Chalerm’, the occasion is
marked by an outpouring of love and reverence by
Thai people throughout the kingdom and around the
world. His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, or King
Rama [X, the world’s longest reigning monarch
ascended the throne on 9th June 1946. The King has
won a special place in the hear's of the Thai people
through his combination of devotion fo the welfare
and development of his people, and a keen
understanding and awareness of polifical and social

issues. As an institufion

firm foundation for the couny to weather the trials

Mojosy has provided o

and turmoil that have beset the region since the end
of World War I1. Today, His Majesty continues fo play a
- central role in a wide specirum of national

~ ondsocial development schemes.

and plastic resin. Thailand
imports gems and jewellery,
iron and steel, chemicals
and machinery. I see a lot of
potential in trading with
India since it’s in the path of
economic development and
there is a great demand for

relations.

The roadblock I see is

the lack of knowledge

about each other. The Thai
people do not know Indians
as well as they should. And
the same goes for Indians.

T’S a small town

by the sea. It's

also a royal small

town by the sea.
Hua Hin sounds like
an exotic Chinese dish
savoured on occa-
sions, delectable and j&
yummy. Well, the[§
town is a complete
feast. For the stom-
ach, the gullet, and
the eyes. It's also His
Majesty King Bhumi-
bol Adulyadej’s
favourite retreat com-
plete with an ornate
and beautiful palace.

Two and half-
hours south of
Bangkok, Hua Hin
hugs the Guif of Tha
land. A quaint little
place, Hua Hin could
have just been that.
Till the back packers
discovered it, in the
1920s. Like a child
growing into an adult, the
town started growing and
acquiring the frills of adult
hood. Hotel chains, spas,
resorts and tourists have
added bulk to the place. But
Hua Hin still remains child
like. Look at the railway sta-
tion, straight out of an Enid
Blyton book You can
almost picture a steam
engine plodding in and a
Noddy or a Tessie bear
jumping out of one of its
carriages.

If you manage to get

away from the shopping,
the massages and the road-
side foodstalls of Bangkok,
take a chill pill and head out
for Hua Hin. There is an air
service but it's really not
worth it. The train ride is
exotic but its best to be on
the road. This is the only
way you get to sample the
rural country ride. On the
road to Hua Hin, you'll
cross the town of Cha-am in
the region of Petchaburi.
Cha-am is 25 kilometers
from Hua Hin. A good taxi
ride to Hua Hin from
Bangkok should cost in the
region of 650 Bahts (Rs
1000+) or slightly more.
Unlike most other
tourist destinations, Hua
Hin has grown but the sea
and the ambience seems to
have soaked in the growth
and not made it oppressive.
You have the five star
chains like the Hilton, Mar-

riott, Anantara, Sofitel and
Eva Som and the world
famous Spa, Chiva- Som,
but these exist within
smelling distance of the
Greek, Italian and Austrian
road side restaurants on
either side of cobbled
streets. Hua Hin looks very
English — in fact it looks
more European than Thai.
The Chocolate mousse and
the Lebanese chicken roil
co-exist. As do the countless
pubs and the big, big one at
the Hilton, the abode of
most die-hard beer drinkers

called the Hua Hin Brewing
Company

In Hua Hin, you could
talk of architecture and
places to see. But that would

be for most towns. It's an
ideal land for Lotus-eaters
where the most taxing thing
that you could think of is
lazing. If you are the kind
who loves paragliding,
windsurfing, playing beach
volleyball, good luck to you.

There's plenty of that and

more. But there's nothing
more "exciting" than an
evening at the Hua Hin
Brewing Company. Here
you can relax and unwind
over the home-brewed
beers, feast on the fresh
catch of the day and enjoy
the tunes "as the sun sets
over the sea. The beers
brewed in the microbrew-
ery are based on old recipes
dating back to 1923. when
Khun Sopchoke, an old salt
of the sea, decided to start
trading his homemade

beers for fish. The village
took to his brewery and
soon the old seafarer had
the first microbrewery in
Hua Hin slaking the thirst
of sailors and fishermen
everywhere. Today the
brewery continues in the
tradition of yore, serving
up Elephant Tusk Dark ale,
Sabai Sabai Wheat beer
and dancing monkey lager
as well as delicious seafood.

The hotel chains, mean-
while, must be commended
for preserving the original
beauty of the place. Each
hotel organises a major
event like ballooning, a car
rally and so on. The big
hotels are expensive with
prices ranging from $150
upwards. But there are
small hotels and holiday
homes where you can
shack. And, in any case, the
beach and the fresh air is
free. +8S.G

Present level of busi- 1

ness between Thailand
and India in terms of
imports and exports.

Whether peripheral trade
in

fabrics, electronic

THE

Now IN MUMBAL

Hyatt Regency Mumbai. The city's most contemporary and stylish hotel.
Minutes from the international and domestic airports.

Spacious guestrooms, equipped with high speed broadband
connectivity. Innovative dining. One stop event planning services.

The city's first Urban Spa.

Unique round the clock services: 24 hour check-in and check-out,
surcharge free express laundry, 8 hour room rates for transit visitors.

Special Introductory Rates inclusive of buffet breakfast and airport

transfers from Rs. 5000 plus taxes.

BaRQUETS-AND
" CONFERENCES

DESIGN TEMPLE

For reservations cali Toll free 1600-228001 Phone: (91) (22) 5696 1234 www.mumbai.regency.hyatt.com

" INNOVATIVE Dimine™

introducing Mumbai's Premier Gateway Hotel.

CLUBPRANA
SPA AND FITNESS CENFRE™""

“Investment goods and services. This needs  to change.
i T Other wise it becomes diffi-
Destination” in + On the major and minor cult to interact and encour-
vaantiary, 2003. roadblocks to the age activities between the
progress of Indo Thai two countries.
HYATT INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE.

CHECK-IN ANYTIME
CHECK-OUT 24 HRS LATER

T
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M U M B A ®
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Burope, Ameri
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Progressive ... Intuitive

Transparent

Gimmick-free  Zia

Scheduled Group Tours
Private Charters

Incentive Tours

Flexible
Responsive

Hassel - free

... an Exacting Standard

.. an “Yes” to private programmes for families
Customised tours to suit different budgets

... Creators of modules to fit requirement

The Smile You Wear !

CLU B; HOLIDAYS WORLDWIDE

... an Expression of new age Tour Operators...with Trafalgar.

... a Pleasure every tourist loves to experience
... the taste of true Commitment

... the Preference of intelligent vacationers

Mumbai- Tel : 2641 0449 / 0428.
New Dethi - Tel : 2616 3542 -43.
, Kolkata-  Tel : 2463 0961 -68.
‘; ' Pune - Tel : 2403 0617/ 8/ 9.

Bangalore - Tel : 2558 8511.
. Chennai -
. Hyderabad - Tel : 2668 0055

CLUB?

5. Alaska, Austradia. 8. Africa. Greeee:
Parmgal

Motoeca, Star Craise.

Tel : 498 5533/ 3395.

from March
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Puno & Lake Titicaca, Santiago -

designed for the Connoissuer. Departures from May.

Best of South America Touring Peru - Lima, Cuzco, Machu Picchy ( of Inca fame ),
Chile, Buenos Airs ( Paris of South America ) -
Argentina, Delightful Montevedio, lguassu Falls, Manous, Rio de Janeiro - Brazil.

5 fabulous countries comprising, one fabulous continent far away in one fabulous
tour. Superior First & Deluxe hotels ; Daily American Breakfast & Dinner. Departures

( Prague, Vienna & Budapest )

Wavelength/koll 02




~Malaysia may review

br/ Asia News Network

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec. 4. The
malaysian government will review its co-
operation with Australia if it persists in
blaming Malaysia for its own inability to
prevent acts of terrorism, said Prime
Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

He said the government had been co-
operating as much as it could with other
countries in the war against terrorism.

“But if they are going to blame us, then
we are going to rethink about co-operating
with them,” he said, after visiting former
conjoined twins Azama and Azami
Kamarulzaman at the Kuala Lumpur
Hospital Paediatric Ward here Wednesday.

Dr Mahathir added that Australia was

going to lose out in South-East Asia if it§ ™

Government’s present attitude remained.

“Certainly they are not going to be very
welcome (in South-East Asia),” he said.

He added that Malaysians and
Australians had always gotten along fine.

“We have good relations with Australians
as a people. They are here, we do business
with them and we send our students to
study there because they have good schools
and teachers but they have a leader, who is
totally insensitive.

“Not all Australians support this kind of
arrogant attitude of Australian Prim
Minister John Howard. :

“He has obviously been very arrogant and
we have never had any good relations with
him at all,” said Dr Mahathir.

Asked whether Asean members would
make a collective stand against pre-emptive
strikes by foreign countries against
terrorists in the region, Dr Mahathir said
not all Asean members thought alike.

“Maybe there are some Asean countries

@ ff\ ties with Augs&alia

which will welcome it but not all of them
have made (known) their stand. The
Philippines is obviously critical, so is
Indonesia. 1 don’t know about Thailand.
Other countries have not responded,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir said the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) meeting here next year
would probably make a stand on the
different views held by world powers and
smaller nations in tackling terrorism.

He said developed countries were not
able to “think straight” anymore since the
events of 11 September.

“They do things which only aggravate
matters, not in the interest of fighting
terrorists,” he said.

The MCA Youth urged Mr Howard to re-
ook his foreign policy towards Asia as it
has failed to build a meaningful
relationship between Asia and Australia.

Its international affairs bureau chief Mr
Fam Lee Ee said Mr Howard has refused to
recognise the importance of having a strong
relationship with Asia.

“Mr Howard still thinks that Australia is
located in Europe or North America, which
is tragic. Unless Howard emphasises more
importance towards Asia, there will be a
diplomatic strain between Asia and
Australia,” he said in a statement.

Mr Fam added Mr Howard appeared to
have backtracked from his earlier stand that
he was prepared to act against terrorists in
Asian countries and that the UN charter
should be changed to empower nations to
strike pre-emptively against terrorists who
planned to attack them.

He said the clarification by Australian for-
eign minister Mr Alexander Downer would
not help to mend the deteriorating ties bet-
ween many Asian countries and Australia.

e
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ILIGAN CITY (Phxitppmes) D
- Gunmen freed all their 20 captives today
- after a 10-hour hostage drama at the vxl»
. lage of Dulag near here, police and milita-
- ry officers smd.

Colonel Ernesto Boac, chief of the Army’s
401 Infantry Brigade, said the armed men
released the hostages and left Dulag around
1 p.m. and “the Army is now pursuing the
suspects. The residents are unharmed”.

Col Boac had earlier threatened his
ngage the gunmen if they

Some 30 gunmen attacked the remote
farming village and held about the 20 peo-
ple hostage for more than 10 hours, appa-
rently in connection with a blood feud, a se-
nior police officer, Mr Roger Nuneza said.

The hostage takers, led by Bocari Alindo
and his brother Tungoy Alindo, entered the
village at dawn and took hostage three lo-
cal officials and 17 other people, Mr Nune-
za said. The Alindos are engaged in a blood
feud with a number of Dulag families, he
said. They had reportedly demanded the
return of blood money paid out over an
earlier killing in exchange for the hostages.

The gunmen escaped through a cordon
of pro-government militiamen and aban-
doned the hostages after armymen arrived
in the area in the afternoon, officials said.

The Higan mayor, Mr Franklin Quijano,
said the Alindos belong to a political clan
in the neighbouring town of Kapai.

Large clan¥here often have armed fol-
lowers and vendetta killings are common
in parts of the strife-torn main southern
Philippine island of Mindanao,

THE STATESMAX
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“£nd of Abu

By Amit Baruahgcy

SINGAPORE, MARCH 1. The Philip-
pines today claimed that the
end of the Abu Sayyaf militant
outfit was near as a top U.S. mil-
itary commander denied that
the anti-terrorist exercise in the
country was a Vietnam-type
“slippery slope”. “We have
killed about 190 Abu Sayyaf
members and captured quite a
lot of them and many surren-
dered, also because of the in-
tense pressure of the military.
So, we are now seeing the end-
game, the end is near as far as
the Abu Sayyaf is concerned,”
the Philippine National Security
Adviser, Rolio Golez, said in
Manila.

According to Mr. Golez, the
group whose strength stood at a
little over 1,000 in the regions of
Basilan and Sulu in the south-
ern Philippines in May last year,
was now down to about 180.

Though Mr, Golez sounded
conﬁde}/ﬂé fact remains that

af n

_Four year old Raffy Ulla holds

the photograph of his father,

Roland Ulla, a kidnap victim
of the Abu Sayyaf Muslim

extremists, while his mother
Joy Ulla and second child

Roland H look on from their

house in Zamboanga city on

Friday. — AFP

the security :forces have not
been able to “crush” the Abu
Sayyaf so far _ a promise that

. ila’
ar: iviania
‘ WP~

has been repeatedly made by
the Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
administration. The joint Phi-
lippine-American military exer-
cises in Basilan have also raised
concerns about long-term U.S.
involvement in the Philippines.
There has been sharp domestic
criticism of the Government for
allowing American troops to
take part in “exercises’’.

Testifying before a U.S.
House of Representatives Com-
mittee in Washington, the U.S.
Pacific Commander, Dennis
Blair, praised the Philippine
President, Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo, for her security cooper-
ation, but said the war against
the Abu Sayyaf could not be
won by “military operations
alone”. “Improvements in law
enforcement, intelligence, eco-
nomics, business, information,
media, academia, com
leadership and religj will
have enduring and/important
roles in the baptffe,” Admiral
Blair was quoted as saying.
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Narendra Modi risks criminal prosecution under inte

Crimes without borders

ment which aspires to win for

India a permanent seat in the
UN Security Council to act so petty
as to refuse to permit Amnesty In-
ternational to send observers to
Gujarat and Kashmir. This is com-
pounded by the churlish official
comment that we do not need ‘lec-
tures’ from anybody. Amnesty is no
lecturer. It is an internationally
recognised sentinel of human
rights and its observance is recog-
nised by international law to be a
matter of legitimate international
concern. It might interest New
Delhi to know that for his
lapses documented in our press,
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi risks arrest and prosecution
in Belginm should he be so rash as
to step on its territory. Perhaps, in
Canada as well. Human rights are
of global concern.

On June 26, the appeals court at
Brussels ruled a case against Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon as in-
admissible. The case was brought to
court by 23 Palestinians a year ago
over Sharon’s role in the 1982 mas-
sacre of Palestinians in the Sabra
and Chatila refugee camps in
Lebanon. The court held that the
case could not proceed because
Sharon had not been inside Belgium
when it was lodged. Sharon was Is-
rael’s defence minister when Israeli-
allied Christian militants entered
Sabra and Chatila in September
1982, killing 800 to 2,000 Palestinian
refugees. Culpable neglect is ground
for prosecution.

The Palestinians’ case was based
on a “law of universal jurisdiction”
that enables Belgian courts to try
people for alleged war crimes,
crimes against humanity or geno-
cide even if they took place outside
Belgium.

Formerly, customary internation-
al law granted States jurisdiction
over crimes committed on its terri-
tory or by or against its nationals
abroad. Piracy was regarded as
an exception because, as the World
Court ruled, “It is an offence against
the law of nations.” The offender is
“the enemy of mankind... whom
any nation may in the interests of
all capture and punish”. To this soli-
tary exception were added, in the
last half century, war crimes, geno-
cide, ‘crimes against humanity’, tor-
ture, terrorism and drug-traffick-
ing, hijacking and slave-trading.

International conventions sanc-
tion the extension. But they have
come to be regarded as embodying
principles of customary interna-

IT DOES no credit to a govern-

r”mDUSTANM

By A.G. NOORANI

THE WORLD 1S WATCHING: Augusto Pinochet and Narendra Modi

tional law enforceable even if the
State has not signed or ratified the
convention. Nazi war criminal
Klaus Barbie was arrested by
French officials in Guyana and
tried in France because the French
court of appeal ruled in 1988 that
crimes against humanity “do not
simply fall within the scope of
French municipal law but are sub-
ject to an international criminal or-
der to which the notions of fron-
tiers and extradition rules arising
therefrom are completely foreign”.

The effect of this extension of
the principle is precisely described
by the famous English barrister,
Geoffrey Robertson, Q.C. in his
book Crime Against Humanity. He
writes: “Jurisdiction over ordinary
crimes depends on a link, usually
territorial, between the State of tri-
al and the crime itself, but in the
case of crimes against humanity,
that link may be found in the sim-
ple fact that we are all human be-
ings.” It is this “simple fact” which
inspired the establishment of
Amnesty in 1961 and which sanc-
tions international concern for vio-
lations of human rights.

A Canadian law of 1987 permits
prosecutions for crimes against hu-
manity if they were regarded, at
the time of their commission, as
contravening international law or
“criminal according to the general
principles of law recognised by the
community of nations”. This, in-
deed, is the crucial test and it is one
prescribed by customary interna-
tional law even in the absence of a
treaty. This is the core of the con-
cept of ‘universal jurisdiction’ over
crimes against humanity.

In October 1998, a Spanish mag-
istrate issued a warrant of arrest

against Chile’s former dictator Au-
gusto Pinochet and secured his ar-
rest in London. The next month, a
Belgian court recognised universal
jurisdiction as a basis for prosecut-
ing Pinochet for crimes against hu-
manity based directly on custom-
ary international law and despite
the absence of any Belgian law on
the matter at the time of the of-
fences he was charged with.

Finally, on February 10, 1999, the
King of Belgium promulgated an
act passed by Parliament entitled
“Act Concerning the Punishment of
Grave Breaches of International
Humanitarian Law”. It recognises
a universal jurisdiction for Belgian
courts in respect of grave breaches
irrespective of the place of their
commission or the nationality of
the offender or the victim. Defini-
tions of offences are based on those
in international conventions.

Article 1 concerns genocide
which is defined to include “killing
members” of an ethnic, religious
or racial group “as such” as also
“causing serious bodily or mental
harm to members of the group”.
Crimes against humanity cover
murder, rape, torture and “prosecu-
tion against any identifiable
group”. Article 2 prescribes pun-
ishments for these offences. Article
4 brings within the sway of the law
incitement to commit offences, or-
ders to commit them and “failure to
act to the extent available to them
by persons who had knowledge of
the orders given” to commit these
offence. Wilful inaction comes
within the ambit of the law.

Article 5is important. It says: “No
political, military or national inter-
est or necessity, even on grounds of
reprisals, can justify the breaches.”

S
P

tional law
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Goldhra, such as it was, is no excuse
for the pogrom in Ahmedabad. Arti-
cle 7 says: “The Belgian courts shall
be competent to deal with breaches
provided for in the present Act,
irrespective of where such breaches
have been committed.”

The first application of this law
was in March 2001, in the Court of
Assises. The accused were two
Benedictine sisters, a former pro-
fessor at the National University of
Rwanda (since then at the Catholic
University of Louvain), and a for-
mer businessman and minister
(husband of the daughter of the
personal doctor of Rwandan Presi-
dent Habiarimana). All four were
tried and convicted. But all were
physically present in Belgium at
the time they were charged with
these crimes — unlike Sharon.

However, on April 11, 2000, Bel-
gium issued an international arrest
warrant against Abdoulaye Verodia
Ndombasi, the Democratic Republic
of Congo’s acting minister of for-
eign affairs. The warrant was is-
sued by an examining judge at the
Brussels Tribunal of first instance,
pursuant to Article 7, and sought his
extradition for alleged “grave viola-
tions of international humanitari-
an law”. On Qctober 17, 2000, Congo
filed an application with the Inter-
national Court of Justice at the
Hague requesting that the court an-
nul Belgium’s arrest warrant. It
challenged Belgium’s assertion of
extraterritorial jurisdiction, as well
as the propriety of Article 5 of the
Belgian law, which negates an
official immunity,

The case before the ICJ raised two
issues. The first was whether Bel-
gium'’s universal jurisdiction with-
out any connection to that State is a
valid exercise of jurisdiction. The
second is whether the exercise of
such universal jurisdiction contra-
venes the 1969 Vienna Convention
on Diplomatic Relations.

On February 14 this year, the ICJ
ruled against Belgium on the issue
of diplomatic immunity. The issue
of universal jurisdiction is open.
This includes the Gujarat pogrom.
One would prefer that its perpetra-
tors and those guilty by their inac-
tion or otherwise be made to an-
swer to the law in India. That is ut-
terly unlikely. However, for the rest
of his life, Narendra Modi is as-
sured of hostility in any country
that he decides to visit. In Belgium
he will risk criminal prosecution.
The best course for him is to vow,
like Charles II, never *‘to go again to
(sic) my travels” again. /



~Japan-N, Korea to improve ties
) b s

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, AUG. 26. Japan and
North Korea today papered over
their profound differences and
set a deadline of a month to de-
cide whether the two could
launch negotiations for the nor-
malisation of their relations.
This was the message that the
two parties conveyed to the in-
ternational community through
a joint statement issued at the
end of their two-day official-lev-
el meeting in Pyongyang today.

An official version of the joint
statement was that Japan and
North Korea shared the view
that the normalisation of their
ties would be essential for peace
and stability in the Asia Pacific
region. With this objective, the
two sides had begun exploring
the possibil/ity of considering a

“package solution” ~ to settle
their disputes. However, the
path to progress would be de-
termined by whether Tokyo and
Pyongyang could first agree to
resume the contentious nor-
malisation talks that have re-
mained suspended for nearly
two years.

Coinciding with today’s limit-
ed accord at Pyongyang, the Ja-
panese Prime Minister,
Junichiro Koizumi, said he was
aware that “a lot of difficult is-
sues” were on the horizon. Yet,
he was looking for “a sincere re-
sponse” from North Korea to Ja-
pan’s seriousness of purpose.
No agreement was either antici-
pated or achieved at the latest
meeting in Pyongyang on the
major issues that still separate
Japan and North Korea.

Topping the list of Japan’s

.~
Ho- 15

concerns is its insistence on
knowing the whereabouts or
the fate of at least 11 of its citi-
zens who are believed to have
been kidnapped by North Korea
in the 1970s and 1980s in con-
nection with its espionage ac-
tivities. Tokyo is also keen to
take the wind out of North Ko-
rea’s sails as regards its suspect-
ed clandestine programme of
making weapons of mass de-
struction and their delivery sys-
tems. The Kim Jong-Il regime in
Pyongyang, on its part, has been
harping on the need for Japan
to apologise for its colonisation
of the entire Korean peninsula,
including the northern portion.
in the first half of last century
Another key North Korean de-
mand is that Japan should pay
compensation for its imperia
past.
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TAIPEI, AUG 7. Amid risi en-
sions with China, Taiwan\s.mil-
itary cancellled
submarine-hunting  exégcise
scheduled for next week, a mil-
itary spokesman said today.

"Though the military would
not say whether the decision
was directly related to the re-
cent friction with China, the
military spokesman said that
Taiwan called off the drills to
avoid creating new “misunder-
standings.”

“It was a routine drill, but we
were afraid that the public and
the media would read too
much into it,” said the spokes-
man, speaking on customary
condition of anonymity.

The exercise, code named
“Sea Shark” was purely defen-
sive in nature and was to be
held next Thursday on Tai-
wan’s eastern coast, near the

vl

Taiwanese and foreign
media were invited to cover the
event.

China is Taiwan’s biggest
military threat.

The tww sides split amid civil
war in 1949, and Beijing has re-
peatedly threatened to use
force to take over the island.

Tensions flared up after the
Taiwanese President, Chen
Shui-bian, said last weekend
that there was “one country on
each side” of the Taiwan Strait
— the 160-km-wide body of
water that divides the rivals.

Beijing viewed the comment
to be a serious challenge to its
sacred belief that self-governed
Taiwan belongs to China and
that the democratic island had
no right to seek formal inde-
pendence. — AP

v

alwan moves to ease
' tensions with China

city of Hualien, the spoW
said.
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TOKYO, JULY 8. Asserting that ter-
rorism emanating from Pakis-

1 tan continued in Jammu and

Kashmir, the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, today said
India still stuck to its proposal
for joint patrolling with Pakis-
tan of the Line of Control to
stop infiltration.

“We are still ready for joint
surveillance of the LoC,” Mr.
Fernandes, who is on a three-
day visit to Japan at the invita-
tion of his Japanese counter-
part, told presspersons here.
But to realise it, there would
first have to be “a certain level
of understanding” between the
two sides as well as “confidence
with each other on the borders”.

“It will take some time before
confidence-building measures
can be brought into action... be-
cause we have our troops on our
side, they have their troops on
the other side. They are looking
at each other not as friends, not
as people having trust in each
other.”

Pakistan has already dismis-
sed the suggestion as “unwork-
able”.

Cross-border terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Fer-
nandes said, continued despite
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf’s “solemn promise”

‘/&;We stick to our stand on
x> joint patrol: Fernandes

W

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, with the Japanese
Foreign Minister, Yoriko Kawaguchi, at her office in
Tokyo on Monday. — PT!

conveyed to the U.S. President,
George Bush, in early June that
he would put a “permanent”
stop to infiltration and close
down militant training camps.
After that promise, India had
initially acknowledged a de-
crease in the infiltration of mil-
itants across the LoC.

But “we discovered that in
mid-June once again terrorism
got on the upswing, and what

we now have are ups and downs
— there isn’t any complete end
to terrorism and one never
knows when it will crop up
again”.

He said that just ahead of his
departure for Japan there were
“a couple of incidents” in which
alleged terrorists tried to sneak
into India from Pakistan, but
they were “shot down on the
border”. — PTI
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- By Our Special Correspondent *(9

NEW gELHI, MAY 31. Japan today advocated posi-
tioning of international monitors along with Indi-
an and Pakistani observers to verify any
reduction of infiltration across the Line of Con-
trol (LoC).

“The situation could develop into de-escala-
tion if infiltration is stopped and that is verified
by the international community and India,” said
the special Japanese envoy and Senior Vice-Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs, Seiken Sugiura, who is in
the subcontinent with alternatives to de-escalate
tension on the Indo-Pak. border.

Maintaining that the international community
was continually exchanging views on avoiding a
Indo-Pak. military confrontation, Mr. Sugiura
said Japan intended consulting the United States
and Britain “who share similar concerns and will
keep on working on Pakistan to prevent cross-
border terrorism and persuade it to take concrete
and visible action towards that end”.

Speaking to presspersons after rounding off his
interactions with senior Indian policy makers,
Mr. Sugiura said his Government concurred with
Indian sentiments on the situation and appre-
ciated the patience shown so far by New Dethi.

India, however, chose to put across its views
explicitly by telling the envoy that its patience
was running low after enduring 12 years of Pak.-
sponsored terrorism and that its war against ter-
rorism had already started.

Giving his impression of discussions with Indi-
an leaders, including the National Security Ad-

01

~Japan for global mothors o

viser, &sh Mlshra, the Japanese Minister said
the Indian side had “strong determination” and
“there is a strong possibility of the situation esca-
lating into a military confrontation”.

He also conveyed Japan’s apprehension over
the tension escalating into a multi-conflict sit-
uation including nuclear exchanges.

Ever since Pakistan conducted the missile
tests, there was growing concern over the conflict
developing into a nuclear exchange in which the
whole subcontinent would suffer immense dam-
age. At the same time, even a small-scale conflict
would impact negatively on the global fight
against terrorism.

“Such kind of use of force would only benefit
terrorists,” he said.

During his visit to Islamabad, Mr. Sugiura said,
he had “told them the essence of what India is
insisting”.

In other words, Pakistan was again asked to
take substantial and discernible measures to curb
cross-border infiltration. To a question, he main-
tained that the issue of imposing sanctions on the
two countries was not aired.

‘No-first-use policy’

In another development earlier in the day, top
Army sources said India remained committed to
the “no-first-use” of nuclear weapons though the
“other side may have a ¢ifferent perception’’.

Brushing aside Pakistan’s threat to use nuclear
weapons even in a conventional war, they said «}
India’s no-first-use policy would not constrain its
conventional forces in any manner.

THE HINDU
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Buddhist connection is re-
peated ad nauseam from the highest
echelons to the common man and
woman in both the countries to rein-
force “age-old” bonds of friendship
between the two. But the Japanese in
assimilating Buddhism transferred it

from a universal system of belief into.

something applicable nowhere else
in the world. A huge gap exists be-
tween their deepest feelings and their
outward manifestations and Japan as
a nation owes more to the Chinese
philosopher, Confucius, than to Gau-
tama Buddha.

There is still a lack of warmth and
depth in bilateral relations. This is
notwithstanding the role of India in
rehabilitating Japan in the comity of
nations after World War II and in
spite of 50 years of diplomatic rela-
tions to date. Reason: the Japanese
knew of only two countries, China
and India, before they came into con-
tact with the Europeans, and they had
negative opinions of both of them, for
different reasons. Such an insular
thinking continued till the middle of
the 20th century with the result that
Japan’s concept of Asia does not ex-
tend beyond Myanmar even today.

In recent times, there has been an
apparent increase in interaction be-
tween Japan and India — probably
indicative of a greater interest among
intellectuals and policy-makers in
search of new friends. But there is
something missing in the entire ga-
mut of Indo-Japan relations. This
used to be explained as due to the dif-
ferences in perceptions, both in the
political and the economic spheres,
in the post-war years — Japan’s cosi-
ness with the U.S. and India’s tilt to-
wards the Soviet Union, on the one
hand, and India’s experiments with
planned and regulated economy and
Japan’s commitment to free market
through its own brand of controlled
capitalism, on the other. The end of
the Cold War and the collapse of the
Soviet Union, and the inauguration of

India and Japan,

By N. Krishnaswami

economic reforms in India seemed to
mark the beginning of a new era in
Indo-Japan relations. But a psycho-
logical barrier in the minds of the ja-
panese and an absence of will on the
part of India’s policy-makers appear
to deter the union of hearts.

Yet, the last decade of the last cen-
tury witnessed Indo-Japan economic
relations coming out of hibernation.
In the wake of India’s economic liber-
alisation since 1991, if the Japanese
have not arrived with the speed ex-

building on the commonalities in var-
ious issues — economic, strategic
and cultural — and institutionalise a
bilateral dialogue at the top level. The
two obstacles to better relations —
India’s nuclear tests and Japan’s eco-
nomic sanctions — were set aside
and a new “global partnership” over
issues of worldwide importance was
envisaged. But Mr. Mori did not fail to
mention that both Japan and India
had a common goal of creating a nu-
clear free world and he “strongly” ex-

There is something missing in the entire gamut of
Indo-Japan relations.

pected in India, there were and are a
number of restraining factors on po-
tential investors from Japan. The
world’s economic giant once, Japan
has been suffering from a decade-old
“burst” economy. And, in spite of tall
claims about India’s economic re-
forms, the results achieved so far
have been halting. The Japanese
would like hardcore areas such as fis-
cal deficits, privatisation, infrastruc-
ture development etc. taken up
seriously and fast, and they also want
the reforms to percolate to the States
to derive the full benefits of
liberalisation.

Pokhran-1I of May 1998 brought
everything in bilateral relations to a
dead halt. The Japanese Government
may say its position was “neither
more harsh nor more lenient than
any other member of the G-8”, but it
is very difficult to digest this. As the
only victim of a nuclear holocaust, it
is not surprising that Japan becomes
emotional on the subject of nuclear
proliferation. But it is sad that Japan
is not able to show the same concern
when it comes to India’s security con-
cerns.

Tokyo’s relations with New Delhi,
which nose-dived in the wake of Pok-
hran-11, showed signs of an upswing
thanks to the five-day official visit to
India of Yoshiro Mori as Prime Minis-
ter in August 2000. Mr. Mori’s inten
tion was to work with India in

pected India’s early signature to the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT).

Mr. Mori’s eight-point agenda for
an Indo-Japan global partnership laid
top priority on “IT promotion”. He
believed that IT was the key to pros-
perity in the 21st century and could
not think of a better country than In-
dia to sell his wares. Being perceptive
businessmen, the Japanese could vi-
sualise the benefit that could accrue
to their economy by exploiting In-
dia’s IT talents. But IT is not capital
intensive and cannot be a cure for Ja-
pan’sills. On the other hand, the “dig-
ital divide” which Mr. Mori wanted to
bridge between the haves and the
have-nots had several speed breakers
in Japan such as the “language di-
vide”, the “cultural divide” and the
“ethnic divide”, besides several bu-
reaucratic hurdles in the form of rules
and regulations. But it is to Mr. Mori’s
credit that he initiated a road map for
high level political dialogues at the
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
levels on a regular basis, encouraged
the setting up of an Eminent Persons
Group from both the countries and

- unshackled the Japanese private sec-

tor, leaving it free to invest in India.
But the last is not that easy, for we in
India are prone to quick-fixes while
the Japanese are more interested in a
long-term approach. If our IT indus-
try wants to exploit the Japanese mar-
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ket potential which stands at a
staggering $ 17 billion, Indians must
start learning Japanese fast and well,
besides taking a quick course in Japa-
nese history, culture, business ethos
and practices.

A new Japanese Government un-
der a new and different kind of Prime
Minister, Junichiro Koizumi, raised
hopes of a real thaw in bilateral rela-
tions. The sojourn of the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to Japan last
December was claimed to be “a suc-
cess beyond expectations”. The Vaj-
payee-Koizumi discussions
underpinned closer economic coop-
eration and sealed a political under-
standing through a joint declaration.

But the Indo-Japan relationship
can be stabilised only if the sensitiv-
ities of the two sides about the nucle-
ar issues and other related matters
are sorted out in a mutually accept-
able manner. The Japanese have con-
tinued to pooh-pooh India’s
investment climate — its poor infras-
tructure, high tariffs, red tapism, la-
bour troubles and cultural
differences. Contrary to this, several
of the top American and Fortune 500
Companies feel comfortable doing
business with India. Japan is already
India’s most important economic
partner. But the Japanese are not too
effusive by nature, and to get closer to
each other the two parties have first
to overcome prejudices built up on
both sides over time. In view of the
pre-eminent position this economic
superstar enjoys in the world, Gov-
ernment of India would do well to do
some rethinking even on the level of
diplomatic relations — if this could
be raised to the stature and status of
Indian Missions in the U.X., the U.S.
and the former Soviet Union. Such a
move will not only bolster Japan’s
self-image but also would give Indiaa
privileged position in the corridors of
power in Tokyo. Given the level of in-
hibitions, reservations and mental
blocks on both sides, the interaction
should be less formal, more frequent
and at higher levels if anything worth-

while is to be achieved/
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~, New Delhi, Seoul to .o
R ) intensify defence ’nes9 .

y C. Raja Mohan

SEOUL, QPRIL 3. Building on the
growing convergence of their
interests in Asia, India and
South Korea today agreed to in-
tensify contacts in the defence
sector, initiate consultations on
combating international terror-
ism, and expand political coop-
eration in multilateral forums.

These decisions follow an in-
tensive round of consultations
between the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh, and
the South Korean leadership
here and reflect the determina-
tion of the two sides to inject
some strategic content into the
bilateral relationship, limited
untii now to economic
cooperation.

Mr. Singh, who arrived here
last evening, called on the South
Korean President, Kim Dae-
jung, and the Foreign Minister,
Choi Sung-hong, today. He also
chaired the first ever meeting of
the joint economic commis-
sion. The decisions of the com-
mission, established in 1996,
are expected to give a boost to
the flagging economic cooper-
ation between the two
countries.

Describing his talks with the
Korean leadership as “very suc-
cessful and satisfactory,” Mr
Singh emphasised that there
were no political or ideological
conflicts between the two coun-
tries, and that the scope for bi-
lateral cooperation was
“immense.” At a press confer-
ence here, he said India and
South Korea had “decided to
have consultations on terror-
ism, security issues, and in-
crease the level of bilateral
military exchanges.”

India and South Korea are
both members of the interna-
tional coalition against terror-

F 4 neo gmrm

The South Korean President, Kim Dae-Jung (right), with the
External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, at the Blue House In:
Seoul on Wednesday. — AFP :

ism and are actively invoived in
the reconstruction of Afghanis-
tan. The two Foreign Offices will
explore ways of enhancing
cooperation on counter-terror-
ism and other security issues
when they have their next
round of formal consultations.
India and South Korea also
agreed to expand their bilateral
defence engagement, including
in the areas of training and ex-
change of military delegations.
South Korea has been a military
ally of the United States for
more than five decades and In-
dia is rapidly expanding de-
fence cooperation with the U.S.
Both India and South Korea
are massive importers of energy
resources from the Persian Gulf,
and future talks between the
two countries could involve
greater cooperation on preserv-
ing the security of the sea-lanes
in the Indian Ocean region.
India and South Korea are
keen on establishing a stable
balance of power in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. With no direct con-
flict of interests between them,
they are natural partners in try-

ing to build a new security order
in the region.

The two are also going to
chair the second meeting of the
Community of Democracies
here later this year. The initia-
tive to promote greater cooper-
ation among democracies in the
world and share their experi-:
ences with the new democra-.
cies was launched by the U.S. in
2000.

Mr. Singh’s meeting with Mr: -
Kim lasted about 45 minutes
and covered the full spectrum,-
of regional, international and
bilateral issues. Mr. Kim point®'
ed to the strong affinity of the-
Korean people towards India
and Mr. Singh expressed the In- .
dian admiration of Mr. Kim'’s
pursuif of the Gandhian exam-
ple of peace and non-violence.-
He also conveyed the strong In~:
dian support to the efforts of.
Mr. Kim to find peace and rec-
onciliation in the divided Ko-'
rean peninsula.

Mr. Singh will address the
captains of industry here tor
morrow and depart for

Thailand.
P
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By‘C. Raja Mohan

SEOUL, APRIL 2. The Extgrnal Af-
fairs Minister, Jaswang ;Singh,
arrived here today from thina

to renew political contact
with South Korea and intensify
the engagement with one of In-
dia’s important economic
partners.

Mr. Singh’s three-day visit is
being seen as part of a con-
scious strategy in New Delhi to
raise the Indian profile in the
East Asian region.

It follows his visit to China
and the trip to Japan late last
year by the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee.

Mr. Singh will call on the
South Korean President, Kim

consuitations with the Foreign
Minister, Choi Sung-hung.

The last time an Indian For-
eign Minister came here was
nearly ten years ago.

Since the end of the Cold

Dae-jung, and have substantive

War, political and economic re-
lations between the two coun-
tries" have moved forward with
considerable speed. South Ko-
rea is now the fifth largest for-
eign investor in India.

But the East Asian economic
crisis that broke out in 1997 has
had some impact on the com-
mercial ties between the two
nations.

“The Joint Economic Commis-
sion, to be chaired by the two
Foreign Ministers, will meet to-
morrow to explore ways of ar-
resting the current slowdown
and intensifying the economic
relationship.

Although the Commission
was set up in 1996, this is the
first time it is meeting. Mr.

Singh is also conferring with the

heads of large industrial houses
— or Chaebols — to encourage
them to step up Korean invest-
ment flows into India.

India and South Korea have
growing ties in the area of sci-

V3o

g ‘J‘aswant visit to boost
"¢ ties with S. Korea

; ?, Ay L7
ende and technology, including

some strategic sectors. India
has sold in the past some heavy
water, within the framework of
international nuclear regula-
tions, that can be used in the
civilian nuclear programme of
South Korea. India also
launched a South Korean satel-
lite in 1999.

Mr. Singh is expected to re-
view the complex security situa-
tion unfolding in North East
Asia. After the U.S. President,
George Bush, identified the
North Korean regime as part of
the “axis of evil” at the end of
January, tensions in the volatile
and divided Korean peninsula
have increased.

The Bush administration’s
reversal of the Clinton adminis-
tration’s approach of engaging
the North Korean regime has al-
so complicated Mr. Kim’s at-
tempts to make peace and
reconcile with the North.

T UMY
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V‘/apan expects Pak. to

take concrete*action’

By Our Special Corl'espondent,W

NEW DELHI, JAN. 11. Japan’s Leade
of the Opposition, Hatoyama Yu-
kio, today strongly condemned
terrorism ‘“in any form™ and
stated categorically that his coun-
try expected the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, to take
concrete action against terrorists
and put an end to terrorism.

Mr. Hatoyama, Leader of Ja-
pan’s Democratic Party, is here
on the invitation of the Bharatiya
Janata Party. Today, he met the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, for an hour and held de-
tailed discussion on Kashmir, the
India-Pakistan standoff and ter-
rorism. It was a one-to-one meet-
ing for 30 minutes and for the rest
of the time, the delegation also
participated in the discussions.

At the end of the delegation’s

three-day visit, he addressed the -

press jointly with the BJP presi-
dent, Jana Krishnamurthi, at the
BJP central party office here. Mr.
Hatoyama said Mr. Vajpayee had
explained in detail the manner in
which cross-border terrorism
took place with trained infiltra-
tors coming across the border and
committing acts of terrorism.

“We have the same opinion as

| the Indian Government that ter-

rorism of all kinds has to be elim-
inated,” Mr. Hatoyama said in
response to questions on Pakis-
tan’s stand that the incidents in
Kashmir were related to the “‘free-

\dom struggle” of the people. Mr.
Hatoyama and his delegation, in-
cluding two MPs, visited Kashmir
n Thursday and saw for them-
sklves the damage to the Assemb-
ly'building in Srinagar.

Another important leader of Ja-
pan’s Democratic Party will be
visiting Islamabad tomorrow. The
two visits were not an attempt to
strike a “‘balance” between India
and Pakistan, Mr. Hatoyama said,
but “it was the effort to talk to
people, visit the countries and see
for ourselves what the truth is,”
he said. He agreed that responsib-
ility needed to be fixed for the at-
tacks on the Srinagar Assembly in
October and Parliament in De-
cember. “Terrorism is terrorism,
whatever the reason. Japan con-
demns all kinds of terrorism,” he

stated. Mgzﬁ 9/ h 2o
Asked whether in his view Pa-
kistan was responsible for terror-
ist acts in India, Mr. Hatoyama
said that ““as far as he could see
and on the basis of what he had
been told, if it- was true that
trained men come from across
the border and carried out terror-
ist activities, Pakistan was respon-
sible for terrorist acts.”

Mr. Hatoyama's visit is part of
the BJP’s effort to develop party-
to-party contacts in several coun-
tries. Japan has also been anxious
to play a greater role internation-
ally, especially in the context of
the global war against terrorism.
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FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 11: The BJP’s
offensive against Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism got a little boost
today after a Japanese delega-
tion, led by Hatoyami Yukio, the
leader of the Opposition who is
from the Democratic Party of
Japan, said terrorism in any
form or manifestation was “ha-
teful” and had to be eliminated.
~ Yukio, who had separate
:meetings today with Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
BJP president K. Jana Krishna-
‘murthi, condemned the attacks
on the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly — he visited the site in
Srinagar yesterday — and Par-
ligment. Addressing the press at
the BJP headquarters, Yukio
said he expected President Per-
vez Musharraf to take action
against the terrorists in Pak-
istan and curb their activities at
all levels.

The Japanese dignitary said
the former Prime Minister of
Japan, who is from his party, is
expected to call on Musharraf
tomorrow in Islamabad and re-
quest him to “maintain self-re-
straint and curb terrorist activi-
ties more strongly” and stressed
that “obviously Pakistan needs
to take strong action”.

“Japan does not possess nu-
clear arms and the reasons are
well known. Countries with nu-
clear arms should be extra cau-

‘OBVIOUSLY, PAKISTAN NEEDS TO TAKE STRONG ACTIO’

The Japdnese delegation, led by parliamentary Opposition leader Hatoyami Yukio, pay
homage to the securitymen who were killed in the attack on Parliament. (PTI)

tious and under no circum-
stances they should be used
again,” Yukio said.

On his meeting with Vajpay-
ee, Yukio said while the Prime
Minister said he wanted to have
talks with Pakistan “he made it
clear that talks on one hand and
terrorism on the other don't go
together”.

When the leader of the Oppo-
sition sought to know from Vaj-
payee what his pre-condition
was for resumption of dialogue

with Pakistan, the Prime Minis-
ter’s reply was: “As long as ter-
rorist activity is dubbed freedom
struggle talks cannot take
place.”

Vajpayee also informed him
that one-third of Jammu and
Kashmir was occupied by Pak-
istan. The remaining two-thirds
had merged with India, constitu-
tionally and legally. He also said
elections would be held there by
the end of the year but added,
“Pakistan does not believe

strongly in elections.”

Asked if he held Pakistan re-
sponsible for cross-border ter-
rorism, Yukio sounded cautious:
“At least to the extent we have
been told in meetings and discus-
sions that people cross over from
Pakistan and do terrorist activi-
ties. If Pakistan is responsible
for terrorist activities, it needs to
be curbed strongly.” He said the
objective of their visit was “to
find out the truth and confj
things with our eyes”.
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