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HE RUSSIAN Deputy For-
eign Minister, Vyacheslav
Anchikov, stated in Moscow
on October 17 that Russia
would take an “active part” in pro-
jects such as the Trans-Afghan Gas
Pipeline (TAGP) which are not only
integral to Afghanistan’s recon-
struction but which will also facili-
tate the “development of regional
cooperation on the whole”.

The uncertainties over the TAGP
had hinged, partly at least, on a per-
ception that apart from the United
States, Pakistan and Central Asian
countries, other regional powers,
Russia as a Eurasian power in partic-
ular, might take a dim view of it in
geopolitical terms.

Significantly, three days before
Mr. Anchikov's statement, the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry warmly wel-
comed the outcome of the Pakistani
elections. It stated that “the line an-
nounced by the administration of
Pervez Musharraf towards restoring
and strengthening the constitutional
norms of Pakistani statehood and
democratising the country’s socio-
political life has found its confirma-
tion”. The statement praised Gen.
Musharraf’s “efforts to preserve the
country as a united, stable and pre-
dictable state”.

Indeed, months earlier, Russia had
initiated the groundwork. In May,
representatives of the Russian gas
company, Itera, were present in Isla-
mabad when the agreement on the
TAGP was signed by the heads of
state of Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Turkmenistan. In July, the Russian
Foreign Minister, Igor Ivanov, had
stated that if its interests were ac-
commodated in U.S.-sponsored en-
ergy  projects Russia  would
cooperate. In August, Russian oil and
gas companies signed a letter of in-
tent with the Afghan Government to
survey and invest in the country’s
sizable gas fields (which would have
a spur line to the TAGP); and offered
to construct refineries in Afghanis-
tan. Russia, as a goodwill gesture,
agreed to return to Afghanistan data
on its hydrocarbon reserves, which
had been carted away to archives in
Moscow in 1988. Separately, Russian

)presentatives discussed the TAGP
with Turkmenistan.

Russia saw that the TAGP was forg-
ing ahead, thanks to support from fi-

nancial institutions (ADB, World
Bank, OPIC) and participation by the
U.S., Japan, South Korea and ASEAN
countries. Consistent with the phi-
losophy of not allowing itself to be
left out of energy projects in the Cen-
tral Asian region, Russia appraised its
stance on the TAGP. This decision
constitutes a predictable move in the
best traditions of the Great Game
where rivalries are interspersed with
detente; rivalries are never taken to a
point of no return, in fact, rivalries
must be calibrated constantly.

The Afghan question, which is
central to the TAGP's implementa-

constituted the NA’s core previously,
find themselves alone and in disar-
ray, yet to come to terms with Ahmed
Shah Massoud’s assassination. Fac-
tionalism has surfaced. The Tajiks of
Badakhshan and Takhar regions
keep away from those from Panjshir;
the Tajiks of the western provinces
are maintaining a distance from ‘Ba-
dakhshanis' and ‘Panjshiris’; the
‘Panjshiris’ themselves have differ-
ent outlooks; the veteran leader, Bur-
hanuddin Rabbani, steers his own
course; commanders lack sense of
direction. Mr. Karzai paid an extend-
ed visit to Badakhshan recently, wad-

Russia’s shift of focus from a security perspective
to the economic bonanza of Afghan reconstruction
should impact on regional cooperation.

tion, is indeed undergoing a signif-
icant shift. The U.S. is riveting the
stabilisation of Afghan situation on
its direct military control; balancing
of the ‘warlords’; and its intent to
stay put in Afghanistan till its objec-
tives are realised. The objectives with
regard to the TAGP are: strategic de-
velopment of Caspian energy sourc-
es; creation of a pipeline system for
Caspian energy bypassing traditional
export routes through Russian terri-
tory (‘multiple pipeline strategy’);
creation of a North-South transpor-
tation corridor (‘Silk Road’) for the
Central Asian region that would sub-
stitute existing routes through Rus-
sia; and, of course, exclusion of Iran
from the equation.

The power structure under Hamid
Karzai is being realigned with a view
to broad-basing and consolidating
Mr. Karzai's authority. This involves
downsizing the Northern Alliance
(NA)’s influence in the power struc-
ture. At any rate, the NA, which had
assisted in the overthrow of the Tali-
ban in the early phase of the war, is
no longer indispensable for the war.
It is in the Pashtun-dominated
southeastern regions bordering Pa-
kistan where the war is showing
mixed results, where Pakistan’s
cooperation becomes crucial. More-
over, the NA is falling apart. Shiite
groups have settled the terms for
their sectarian interests and Rashid
Dostum focusses on his limited turf
in the Amu Darya region. Tajiks who

ing into the Tajik camp. Mr. Karzai is
incrementally bringing the defence
portfolio under his supervision.

The orientation towards whittling
down the Tajik influence is estimat-
ed to add “Pashtun content” to the
calculus of power. The assumption is
that unless the Pashtuns as the ma-
jority community identify them-
selves, a durable power structure
cannot be evolved and Pakistan’s
cooperation may not be forthcom-
ing. The U.S., which is firmly sup-
portive of Mr. Karzai, is ensuring that
outside powers that supported Tajik
groups during the anti-Taliban re-
sistance do not meddle in this sensi-
tive transition. Russia, which was to
provide training to the Tajik militia in
bases in Dushanbe in October, has
indefinitely deferred the idea. The
Russian intelligence chief, Nikolai
Patrushev, visited Kabul on October
17 for “intensive talks” with Mr. Kar-
zai. The President, Vladimir Putin,
stated in Moscow on October 21 that
“a quite good working relationship is
being established with the leader-
ship of Afghanistan”.

Whether Russia’s adaptation to
the transition in Kabul has been in
coordination with friendly countries
in the region remains an open ques-
tion. But, Russia’s shift of focus from
a security perspective to the eco-
nomic bonanza of Afghan recon-
struction should impact on regional
couperation. The TAGP will give a
massive boost to Pakistan’s economy

fehanistan

that could be channelied to strength-
en its military and expand its influ-
ence in Afghanistan and Central
Asia; Pakistan will assume the status
of an export route for international
energy markets. The TAGP envisages
the downstream construction of a
parallel oil pipeline from Central Asia
to Pakistan, a fibre optics communi-
cation network and a highway
system.

India faces challenges and oppor-
tunities in this paradigm shift. “New
economy” is nnot a zero sum game per
se. What could be India’s involve-
ment in the TGAP? The project will
materialise with or without Indian
participation but India has consis-
tently been regarded as an important
market with a need of 145 billion cu-
bic metres of natural gas by 2025 as
per the U.S. Department of Energy
estimates.

Second, to quote Stephen Blank of
the U.S. Army War College, India
must “rediscover its prior history, in-
cluding that of the British ‘Raj’,
which articulated very clear strategic
concepts regarding Central Asia”
(Central Asia Caucasus Analyst). Like
all thoughtful protagonists engaged
in the Afghan problem since the Tali-
ban’s takeover in Kabul in 1996, In-
dia could conceive that Afghanistan
was not an esoteric destination by it-
self, but a high plateau where the
configurations of post-Soviet Central
Asia were being furiously debated.
And, the centrality of economic di-
mension in Central Asia’s security
and stability was obvious to every-
one.

Third, and most importantly, it
was necessary to have devised our
version of a “multiple pipeline strate-
gy” to ensure our energy security.
Much time was lost agonising over
the relations with Iran. The 10-year-
old Iran-Pakistan-India pipeline pro-
ject proposal should have merited
sustained attention. Iran’s latest for-
mula for the project reportedly con-
tained elements aimed at addressing
India’s difficulties with Pakistan; 30
per cent of the gas flow would have
been to Pakistan and 32 per cent of
the project cost (as against India’s 20
per cent) would have been borne by
Pakistan, making it a stakeholder.
Even during the Cold War, Russia
used to be a major energy supplier
for West Europe.



“Kiev breaks Delhi ice

with extradition
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New Delhi, Oct. 3: Ukraine,
considered “persona non grata”
in India for many years, made a
re-entry into the country with a
flourish — three different agree-
ments and a promise from Delhi
to allow Kiev to tap the Indian
market in the power, steel and de-
fence sectors.

Leonid Kuchma, the first
Ukrainian President to visit
Delhi in eight years, marked his
country’s re-entry here by mak-
ing all the right noises, especial-
ly in an area to which India is
most sensitive — its relations
with Pakistan.

During his meetings with the
Indian leadership, including
President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and foreign minister Yash-
want Sinha, among others, Kuc-
hma towed the line that Delhi ex-
pected him to.

At the meeting with Sinha,
Kuchma was told about India’s
concerns about cross-border ter-
rorism and the current relations

PRANAY SHARMA
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with PaRistan. The foreign min-
ister saifl Delhi was always in
favour of a dialogue with Islam-
abad but it could not begin
“while the gun of terrorism was
pointed at India’s head.”

Kuchma made it clear that
disputes between India and Pak-
istan could only be resolved bi-
laterally, “in the spirit of the
Shimla Agreement and the La-
hore Declaration”.

It was Ukraine’s decision
to supply TAT-UD battle-tanks to
Pakistan that led Delhi to put its
relations with Kiev in the deep
freeze. By today’s gesture, the
Ukrainian President was trying
to make it clear to Delhi that
the two sides should recast their
bilateral ties. '

The two sides are expected to
come out with a joint statement
tomorrow where they would
highlight their resolve to jointly
fight global terrorism and their
desire to broadbase their bilater-
al relations. Ukraine is likely to
support India’s candidature for
the UN Security Council, while
India will support Ukraine’s

pactL

entry into the WTO.

Earlier in the day, the two
sides signed three agreements —
one on shipping, another on mu-
tual legal assistance and an ex-
tradition treaty.

Kuchma, who arrived here
with a 30-member business dele-
gation, said his main focus was
economic cooperation. He ad-
dressed captains of Indian in-
dustry at a joint gathering of the
ClII and Ficci during the day, wh-
ere he stressed on the need to en-
hance trade ties between the two
countries.

Kuchma will visit Bangalore
where he will visit Infosys and
Wipro, India’s two leading infor-
mation technology firms.

The two sides today identi-
fied steel and power as areas of
future cooperation. Ukraine has
promised to supply coke oven
batteries for India’s steel plants
and also help in the modernisa-
tion of the units.

A specialist delegation from
Ukraine would arrive here in the
next few months to firm up spe-
cific projects for cooperation.
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Work begins on Caspian pipeline

SANGACHAL (AZERBALJAN), SEPT.
18, The United States Energy
Secretary, Spencer Abraham,
joined the Presidents of Azer-
baijan, Georgia and Turkey on
Wednesday for what he called
“one of the most important en-
ergy undertakings” — the start
of construction of the Baku-
Ceyhan oil pipeline.

The pipeline from Azerbai-
jan’s Sangachal terminal, 40 kmm
south of the capital Baku to the
Turkish Mediterranean port of
Ceyhan, has been under discus-
sion for eight years. When com-
pleted, it is expected to reduce
dependence on Gulf exporters
and Russian pipelines.

Mr. Abraham, the Azerbaijani
President, Geidar Aliev, the
Turkish President, Ahmet Nec-
det Sezer, and the Georgian
President, Eduard Shevard-
nadze, whose territory the pipe-
line will cross, participated in
Wednesday's ground-breaking
ceremony.

“This project guarantees
peace, security and stability in
the region and still further unit-
es three countries and three
peoples,”Mr. Aliev said at the

-

SEEKING ALTERNATIVE ROUTES: (From right) The Georgian
President, Eduard Shevardnadze, his counterparts from
Azerbaijan and Turkey, Geldar Aliev and Ahmet Necdet Sezer,
with the U.S. Energy Secretary, Spencer Abraham, at
the Baku-Ceyhan oil pipeline slte in Sangachal,
Azerbaijan, on Wednesday. — AP

opening ceremony. The 1,760- from the U.S., which is eager to
km pipeline will carry Caspian find a more stable energy
energy resources — the world’s  source outside the sway of West
third largest — to a Turkish port Asia. Mr. Aliev said that the U.S.
en route to Western markets. " help in championing the pipe-

It has won strong suppotrt line had been crucial. “This

THr HINDy 19 s my.

project is one of the most im-
portant energy undertakings
from America’s point of view, as
well as for this region,” Mr.
Abraham said on Tuesday at a
meeting with Mr. Aliev.

Reading a letter from the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, Mr.
Abraham said during Wednes-
day’s ceremony that the project
would increase the world’s en-
ergy security and strengthen the
sovereignty and independence
of the nations involved.

“Although it will be some
time before the first barrel of oil
flows through this pipeline, it
has already made a significant
contribution to the future of
this region,” Mr. Bush said in
the letter.

Mr. Abraham said the project
could serve as a model for fur-
ther endeavours, adding that it
opened the door to investment
in this impoverished region.

Construction of the pipeline,
estimated to cost about $3 bil-
lion, is to be completed by 2004.
Experts expect about 349 mil-
lion to 421 million barrels of oil
to move through the pipeline
every year. — AP
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Q f& By Atul Aneja HD - l/)Aer with the restive Afghanistan.

NEW DERHI, MARCH 8. After several false
starts, India may be getting ready to ac-
quire grepter influence in its resource-rich
Central Asian neighbourhood.

There is optimism in official circles here
that India’s engagement with Central Asia,
especially its oil and gas rich areas, may
expand. The recent visit by the Kazakhstan
President, Nursultan Nazarbayev, to India
appears to have contributed to the enthu-
siasm.

Among the five Central Asian republics,
Kazakhstan has huge reserves of oil, main-
| ly around the periphery of the Caspian
Sea. Its Tengiz basin has an estimated de-
posit of six to nine billion barrels. The
Kashgan basin around the Caspian Sea has
reserves of around 10 billion barrels.

Officials say that with India poised to
become the fourth largest consumer of oil
in the world, its stake in the Central Asian
reserves, especially in Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan, is considerable.

India also has substantial political stakes
in some of the other republics. India’s in-
terests are partly determined by Central
Asia’s geographic location. India, analysts
say, cannot ignore Kazakhstan and Kyrgh-
yzstan as both border China. Tajikistan,
i which is not far from Kashmir, shares a

Keen on engaging Central Asia as a trad-
ing partner, India has an interest in its
political stability. That would mean keep-
ing it insulated from terrorism. The Uzbek
dissident, Juma Namangani, supposedly a
close associate of the terrorist mastermind,
Osama bin Laden, was spearheading the
Islamic militancy in this region, mainly
along the strategic Ferghana valley. Rad-
icalisation of the Ferghana affects Tajikis-
tan, Kyrghyzstan and Uzbekistan as the
valley passes through all the three
countries.

While the goodwill for India in Central
Asia is palpable, New Delhi is yet to ac-
quire enough .concrete leverages that
would help stabilise its political influence
there. After investing nearly $ 1.7 billions
in Russia’s Sakhalin oil fields, India, analy-
sts say, has to ‘bite’ into Central Asia’s
critical oil and gas sector to draw political
influence there. Aware of this, India ap-
pears to have successfully persuaded Ka-
zakhstan during Mr. Nazarbayev’s visit to
provide it access to a proven oil and gas
field, which may be as big as Sakhalin,
sources say.

Apart from engaging political heads,
such as Mr. Nazarbayev, India has also
decided to build close inter-personal ties
with officials, parliamentarians and opin-

greater role in C. Asia |

-‘_\_——
ion-makers in the region. Not surprisingly,
it had recently invited senior foreign office
officials from all the Central Asian repub-
lics to visit its industrial, technological and
political hubs. A similar collective visit of
Central Asian parliamentarians is expected
early next month. That will be followed by
a tour of India by a group of artists, jour-
nalists and other ‘opinion-makers’ in these
countries.

India’s new political initiative has been
partly driven by the recent geopolitical re-
alignment in the region, following the war
against terrorism. With Afghanistan and
China in mind, the U.S. has established an
air and military base in Kyrghyzstan. It also
appears to have consolidated its influence
in Uzbekistan.

Russia also continues to remain an im-
portant player with key leverages in coun-
tries such as Tajikistan and Kazakhstan.
For instance, Kazakhstan is dependent on
the Caspian Pipeline Consortium, which
terminates in the Russian port of Novoros-
sysk for its oil exports. Ethnic Russians
with strong links to Moscow form the core
of the country’s skilled manpower base.

But with Indian ties with Moscow on an
even keel and its relationship with the U.S.
growing, New Delhi has sensed that its bid
for a higher profile in the region is unlikely
to be resisted.
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entral Asia has been rejuvenated
after the successful conclusion of

Operation Enduring Freedom. In
truth, the region has got “freedom”
from the ubiquitous Taliban-Wahabi

. scourge. Consequently, the region’s

potential —now unfettered by terrorism
— is increasing by leaps and bounds and
several major powers are trying to
capitalise on this. India unfortunately,
has preferred to be a by-stander, being
content with rebuilding only our
erstwhile Afghan links. It would be
prudent for India to widen the ambit but
this will call for some radical
modifications of our foreign policy.

Rich dividends

Central Asia presents a confluence of
three predominant land masses namely,
Europe, Russia, and South West
Eurasia, with the confluence buttressing
one of the world’s most productive
water bodies, the Caspian Sea. The
region offers a vital geo-strategic pivot
in terms of politico-military manoeuvr-
ings and there is no gainsaying its geo-
economic clout of abundant oil and

natural gas whose availability is virtually -

unlimited.

The Caspian Sea and its adjacent
localities are very rich in this precious
commodity. And investment in this
region is sure to fetch long term
dividends beyond compare. India must
not get sidelined in this opportunity.

However, India has to realise that it
cannot go it alone in Central Asia. It has
no option but to join an already existing
alliance or a grouping of nations if it is
to cut any ice. Some time back, five
countries that have been keenly
interested in Central Asia contracted a
mutual border agreement known as the
Four Plus One Agreement: “Four” re-
ferred to Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, and Tajikistan while “One”
referred to China.

This agreement was further amended
to include ingredients like security,
economic development, political bloc
sharing, border management with
Afghanistan and so on, and was
subsequently renamed Shanghai Five. It
is understood that both Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan are also in the process of
joining up and new nomenclatures of
the grouping vary from Shanghai Forum
to Shanghai Cooperative Organisation

to Central Auan Forum The' ]ast name

The author is Lt. Col. (ret

, JIndian
Army. o
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By JK DUTT

see}ns the most appropriate.

As a first step, India needs to seek
membership of the CAF and thus be in
a position to attend all its meetings and
deliberations. To facilitate our entry,
New Dethi has to seriously reconsider
the very substantive suggestion reit-
erated by Russia’s Foreign Minister Igor

can also he coopted so that the CAF’s
overall polmcal credibility when
equated with its geographic extent can
become strategically attractive. Inci-
dentally, Pakistan’s application for entry
into the Shanghai Five was rejected
outright.

India has to address several issues if it

Ivanov during his recent visit hére —
India, China and Russia should form a
strategic triangle. One might recall that
Russia’s then Prime Minister Yevgeny
Primakov had mooted this when he
came to New Delhi in December 1998.
As expected, we remained unrespon-
sive. It is high time for us to exercise the
Nehruvian foreign policy spectre that
has been haunting our polity for the past
five and a half decades. We need to

. imbibe and exercise ongoing trends in

International Relations if we intend to
uplift ourselves from our non-entity
locus standi in the emerging global
scenario.

India’s task

Having joined the CAF, India can
suggest that the forum be expanded by
taking in the three nation states located
on the western flank of the Caspian Sea
namely, Georgia, Armenia and Azer
baijan. Iran and the “new” Afghanistan

is to make any meaningful contribution
to the forum. For starters, New Delhi
should upgrade its missions in the

region and request reciprocative
measures from the concerned countries.
A few core issucs are worth examining.
Although Islamic fundamentalism has
been drastically curtailed after
Afghanistan’s rehabilitation, this threat
still harbours pockets in Uzbekistan,
along the Tajikistan- Smkxang boundary,
and in Chechnya.

A concerted effort is therefore
necessary to wipe it out altogether. India
can provide considerable expertise in
counter terrorism to the anti-Terrorist
Training Centre that has been estab-
lished at Bishkek, besides recom-
mending the raising of a special CAF
regiment for combating terrorism.

A major problem with drugs prevails
in the region. India can help in arresting
this by boosting industry especially small
scale industry with the objective of

ME STATESUA:
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weaning away the peopie from the
profession of drugs to a more res-
pectable one. SSI enhances employ-
ment,

For instance, Uzbekistan’s range of
cotton, Kyrgyzstan’s bee-keeping
culture, and Turkmenistan’s quality
grapes make eminently suitable jtems
for SSI. Our chambers of commerce can
be -instrumental in raising the CAF’s
capacity of a flourishing SSI.

Pro-active stance

India can preach the themes of peace-
ful coexistence and unity in diversity for
checking demographic destabilisers like
clan wars, Christian-Muslim disturban-
ces, politico-ethnic pressures and the
like. Similarly, we can show the way for
strengthening democratic methodology
specifically in local self-governance,
freedom of the media and the judiciary,
and educational infrastructure. We can
assist in the management of water re-
sources especially in arid areas like Kho-
rozen.

We have a good record of cons-
tructing roads, railways and river trans-

“port which we can put to suitable use in

Central Asia. A pathbreaking feature

N would be our setting up a CAF shipping

line, the exit route for ships being from
the Caspian Sea to the River Volga then
through the connecting canal to the
river Don, southwards to the Sea of
Azhov and finally to the Black Sea.

China is arranging an oil pipeline
from Central Asia across its mainfand to
the Pacific Coast. We can secure a
branch line from this which can be
structured to enter India from our
northern side. A great deal of uranium
and nuclear waste is for the asking in the
region ex Russia which India can direct
towards peaceful utilisation thus
removing any misgivings and wrong
notions about what is being done with
these.

There is unending scope for India to
derive multifarious benefits via a two-
way union with Central Asia. We have to
shed our stereotyped pro-static stance
and adopt a pro-active one ;for this
venture.

A number of lifetime chances have
been missed due to our statism; we
cannot afford to carry on in this fashion
in the new millennium. Shakespeare’s
maxim is a wake up‘call in this regard:
“There is a tide in the affairs of men
which taken at the flush, leads on to
fortune...” Such a tide is beckoning us in

Central Asia. //
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INDIA AND Kazakhstan agreed

on Tuesday to set up a bilateral
forum on counter-terrorism, as
the latter supported New Delhi's
stand that the global fight against

terrorism must address not only

those who instigate but also those
who perpetuate the scourge.

A joint declaration signed by
visiting Kazakh President, Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev and Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
after wide-ranging discussions fol-
lowed by delegation-level talks,
.&id: “Terrorism cannot be justi-
fied in any form, for any cause or
for any reason used as an excuse.”
The two sides stressed that the
fight against terrorism has to be
“global, comprehensive and sus-
tained for the objective of total
elimination of terrorism every-
where.” Kazakhstan, which has
been also been a victim of ter-

rorism, joined India in recalling:

«their commitment to the UN’s
security council resolution 1373.
The resolution makes it
mandatory for all member states

LeT’s JoIN HANDS: President K.R. Narayanan greets his
Kazakhstan counterpart Nursultan Nazarbayev in New
Delhi on Tuesday. Nazarbayev’s wife Sara looks on. — AFp

to take action against terrorist
groups in their countries as also
to initiate steps to freeze their
assets and finances.

“We reiterate that the global
fight against terrorism must also
address those who instigate, assist
or acquiesce as much as those who

perpetuate terrorism,” the declara-
tion said. The two sides also agreed
on the need to give impetus to
regional economic cooperation for
the common benefit of the people
of the two countries and the region.
During the parleys, Prime Minister
Vajpayee apprised the Kazakh lead-
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errorism

er m% developments

and the rationale behind New Del- "

hi's stand that Pakistan must take ’
concrete action to end cross-bor-"

der terrorism. Kazakhstan'was
among the first countries to come
out with a forthright condemna-
tion of the terrorist attack on ‘Par-
liament on December 13. The two

leaders expressed their common™

resolve that the two countries '

should further enhance their ¢oop-
eration and mutual consultations
on bilateral, regional and interna-

)

tional issues and continue to con-

tribute towards stability and pros:

perity of their common neigh-""

bourhood in Asia and the world. "'
They noted with satisfaction the '

developments in Afghanistan, the
elimination of the oppressive Tal-
iban regime and supported the
resolve of the international com+
munity not to allov'v Afghanistan to

be used as a safe haven for terror- "'

ism. The two sides agreed that fur-

ther efforts needed to be made by -
the international community for-

the long-term establishment of a
broad-based multi-ethnic govern-
ment in an independent
Afghanistan. — PTI



India,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEUING, JAN7 &
o

~“CENTRAL Asian nations,
including China and Russia, to-
day asked India and Pakistan to
exercise restraint in view of the
escalating tension and urged
both the sides to resume dia-
logue to settle their disputes.

The six countries, members
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), expressed
serious concern at the height-
ened tension between the neigh-
bours, calling upon them to pre-
vent the situation - from
deteriorating.

In a joint statement at the
end of the one-day SCO Foreign
Ministers’ meeting, they op-
posed use of terrorism for politi-
cal ends.

Paklstan asked to exercise restramtv

China and Russia issued a ﬁ gm;a/and Russia hold that rellgxons g’rﬁﬁ'ﬂhe flghE against

separate joint statement in
which they condemned the De-
cember 13 Parliament attack.

“The People’s Republic of
China and the Russian Federa-
tion express serious concern
over the rising tensions between
India and Pakistan,” the state-
ment issued by Chinese Foreign
Minister Tang Jiaxuan and his
Russian counterpart igor Ivanov
said.

“China and Russia express
strong indignation over the ter-
rorist incident in New Delhi on
December 13, 2001, and res-
olutely condemn terrorism in
any form,” it said and called on
India and Pakistan to find a “po-
litical settlement to the current
crisis through diplomatic ef-
forts.”

a solution acceptable to both In-
dia and Pakistan will also facili-
tate the mediation process after
the Afghanistan conflict,” it said.

The SCO, set up by China,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan in 1996 was for-
merly known as Shanghai five. It
was expanded and renamed as
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation in June last year to include
Uzbekistan. ‘

In their statement, the six
Foreign Ministers said “the col-

lapse of the Taliban regime in .

Afghanistan does not mean that
international terrorist organisa-
tions and groups have gone for-
ever automatically.

“The SCO members believe:

that terrorism does not limit it-
self to specific ethnic groups and

terrorism should be separated
from opposition to any religion,
freedom of worship or country
and nationality.”

It said the SCO will continue
their maximum efforts to get rid
of the terrorism threat in the ter-
ritories of the six nations. The
ministers stressed on the need to
crack down on the “three vices”
— terrorism, separatism and ex-
tremism, Xinhua news agency
reported. They also discussed re-
gional security and cooperation
and the development of the or-
ganisation, the statement said.

The Ministers said that anti- |
terrorism campaign should be !

carried out at all levels — inter- |

nationally, regionally and na-
tionally, and should not be prej-
udiced or have double standards
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