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By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, DEC. 28. India is closely watching
the December 24 “umbrella defence agree-
ment” signed between Bangladesh and
China in Beijing during the recent visit of
the Bangladeshi Prime Minister, Khaleda
Zja, to China.

Reporting the agreement, The Daily Star
newspaper said in Dhaka, that the defence
agreement would “rationalise the existing
piecemeal agreements to enhance cooper-
ation in training, maintenance and in some
areas of production.”

Asked about the new agreement, official
sources said that they had seen press re-
ports and that many countries signed de-
fence cooperation agreements and often
these did not amount to much.

There was need, however, to examine
what had been happening between China
and Bangladesh.

The sources said it remained to be seer.
whether the agreement simply formalised
what had been happening or involved
larger issues.

In many cases, the sources said increased
defence cooperation simply involved in-
creasing the number of training slots for
military officers or bilateral visits by naval
ships.

There is, however, little doubt that Ban-
gladesh’s relations with India have enor-

Ipdia studying Bangladesh,

mous scope for improvement and the
Khaleda Zia Government and Beijing have
some interests in common. The Chinese
have an interest in playing a greater role in
South Asia and Bangladesh has interest in
bringing in Beijing to the politics of South
Asia. The Chinese have already asked to be
associatéd with the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation, but the SAARC
itself is showing little signs of life.

The fact that China and Bangladesh have
close relations was clear from the statement
issued by the Foreign Ministry in Beijing
after a meeting between Begum Khaleda
and Hu Jintao, general secretary of the
Communist Party of China.

“Mr. Hu said that as friendly and close
neighbours, the peoples of China and Ban-
gladesh have traditional friendship.... the
two countries enjoy mutual trust politically
and mutual benefit economically, and ex-
tensive cooperation in all fields.

“China-Bangladesh ties are character-
ised by mutual respect, understanding,
support and close cooperation. Mr. Hu
noted that China would continue the policy
of adhering to China-Bangladesh friend-
ship in the future, and together with Ban-
gladesh, push forward the existing friendly
relations of cooperation,” the Chinese For-
eign Ministry’s official website said. What-
ever be the contents of the defence
cooperation agreement, intent clearly is
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China defence pact’ ...

important. A message has been sent by the
Bangladeshis that there are other big pow-
ers that could play a role in South Asia.

And, as far as the Pakistanis are con-
cerned, greater defence cooperation be-
tween China and Bangladesh can only be a
welcome development. Some analysts ar-
gue that the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, may have played the role of a
“midwife” in the whole process.

Whatever the truth of the matter, any
weakening of the Indian position in South
Asia would be welcomed by the Pakistanis
in their larger strategic interest. Here, Isla-
mabad will also be watching Indian actions
in Afghanistan and the trilateral coopera-
tion between Iran, India and Russia.

A Chinese-Bangladeshi linkage on In-
dia’s eastern front could be a good counter-
poise to addressing known Pakistani
concerns about New Delhi’s continuing de-
termination to enhance its profile in Af-
ghanistan.

As far as bilateral relations between India
and Bangladesh go, official sources point to
the fact that Dhaka has been less than seri-
ous about addressing the issue of terrorist
camps on its territory.

New Delhi, they said, was prepared to
work with Bangladesh in dealing with the
terrorist camps. The matter continued to be
pursued by India.
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By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, DEC. 11. The Bangladesh Finance
and Planning Minister, Saifur Rahman, has
gutrightly rejected any transit or trans-
shipment facility for India, saying the coun-
ry’s entire road system would collapse if
such facilities were given.

~ Mr. Rahman said: “Transit and trans-
shipment to India is impossible because of
the poor conditions of the roads ...The
roads and bridges are not for trucks with a
capacity of 30 to 35 tonnes”.

. The Government's rejection has come at
a time when Dhaka and New Delhi are in
the midst of a war of words following Indian
allegations of the presence of the Al-Qaeda
network, growth of Islamic fundamental-
ists, including increased activities of Pakis-
tan’s 18I, in Bangladesh after the change of
Government in Dhaka last year.

" Addressing a seminar on “Bilateral trade
with India and Economic Security of Ban-
gladesh” held at the Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies on

Tuesday, Mr. Rahman described India as an
“aggressive and a difficult country to live
with”. But “we have to live with them. So,
any bilateral issue will have to be handled
with cautiously and diplomatically.”

Since Indian goods were cheaper and of
better quality, they flood “our markets”, he
said adding, “we have opened up our mar-
ket to foreign goods and there is no reason
why there should be a restrictive policy for
Indian goods”.

Stressing the need for “tight security” by
intelligence agencies and the customs de-
partment, Mr. Rahman requested the busi-
ness community to bring to his notice any
“misuse” by the Indian companies of “our
liberalised trade policy”.

“We often hear that Indian companies
are dumping their goods in our country but
nobody has ever come to me with valid
documents,” he said. “I would definitely
move a strong anti-dumping law in Parlia-
ment if anyone can come up with evidence
of such misuse”.

The Minister said many Indians were

Bangladesh rejects transit .+
A facility for India
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working in Bangladesh and Indian shops
were also being opened without any formal
approval. “They treat us as if we do not have
any law in this regard.” .

The Commerce Minister, Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhury, blamed the weak-
nesses of the trade bodies and Government
institutions for failing to have a policy to
address trade matters with India. “Ele-
ments of patriotism is very strong among
Indian businessmen and consumers as
well, which is missing among us as a na-
tion”, he said.

The Director-General, BIIS, Maj.Gen.
S.M. Shahabuddin, said trade from India
also undermined the country’s internal
security.

Giving a set of policy guidelines for ad-
dressing the issue of smuggling, leading
economist Atiar Rahman suggested regular
monitoring of India’s economic trends, dia-
logue between the two Governments, a
conscious move from Bangladesh to miti-
gate the trade imbalance, adjusting the ex-
change rate between the two neighbours.
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yGas exports g

Khaleda caught in her own web A \’\/

t w1ll be interesting to see how prime minister Khaled Zla

broaches the proposal to export Bangladesh’s natural ga$ to
India and brings about a national consensus over this
contentious issue. While in Opposition she had vowed that gas
would be exported over her dead body. She accused then prime
minister Sheikh Hasina of mortgaging Bangladesh by
“conspiring” to sell gas to India. Her public rhetoric portrayed
India as an “unscrupulous neighbour, out to pauperise
Bangladesh by plundering its gas and natural resources.” Her
coalition partner, Jamat-e-Islam, accused Delhi of turning
Bangladesh into an Indian colony. But this changed after
Begum Zia’s four party coalition assumed power last year.
They began saying that there was no point in keeping natural
resources underground and the decision on exports should be
taken soon. What brought about the change is a mystery but
this volte face endeared Begum Zia’s government to the US
administration which considered Hasina’s stand of selling gas
to India after ensuring 50 years “guaranteed reserve” for dom-
estic consumption as “inimical” to American interests. The
public mood supports the Opposition and has not taken kindly
to Begum Zia’s somersault.

Actually Begum Zia is caught in her own web which she had
spun to trap Hasina. The American oi} giant Unocal, which has
so far invested $350 million in exploring and developing gas
fields in Bangladesh, wants Dhaka either to buy gas in hard
currency or allow it to sell to India. Both the US government
and Unocal have set this year end as the deadline for Begum
Zia to decide. Dhaka has been warned that a negative response
would result in drastic fall in American aid and investment in
Bangladesh. Washington says it is disgusted because of the

contradictory postures that the Bangladeshjleaders have taken
on the export issue. This happens Wh/@él €Conomic issue is

over-explo}w,ior political gains.
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otler in the coun
not only laid bare her in-
competence and helpless- -
ness to govern but also
displayed how ruthless she
could be, for 28 people had
died in military custody in
the first 30 days of the
operation. ’

The army was working |
as the life support system
- a ventilator ~ for Begum
Zia’s government, she said.
The ministers and ruling
party MPs were scared to
go to their constituencies !
because the army was not
sparing them for their mis- '
deeds. ;

She conceded that after |
the army was deployed,
the country’s daily crime
had come down. But peo-
ple continue to live in ter-
ror. The ring leaders of
terrorist groups were yet ‘
to be arrested. Oppo-
sition leaders, including
her political secretary |
and a former minister, .
had been detained for °
over a month on trumped
up charges of anti-state
activities.

“But the most disturb- .
ing thing is the violation
of human rights. People
are being killed in fake
encounters,” Sheikh Hasi-
na said. “Suspects, with- !
out any specific charges
against them, are being |
tortured in a gruesome |
manner in the joint cus-
tody of police and the
army and that many have
become lifeless and could
die in a few days. Many
cases are much worse
than those committed by
the Pakistanis in 1971,
International human
rights groups have taken
note of these and com-
mented adversely.
Actually all this is mak-
ing the army, which is
viewed as the country’s
pride, controversial. The
good name earned by the
Bangladeshi army in
peacekeeping operations
is getting sullied.”

Sheikh Hasina denied
that she had in any way
undermined her cofintry’s
image abroad.

afraitt'of Khaleda
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“Indo-Bangla

{\ By C. Raja Mohan \/\9/ \ \

NEW DENHI, Nov. 29. The Foreign Office’s de-
cision td go public with its sharp criticism
of Bangladesh reflects a growing pessimism
here about bilateral relations with its im-
portant eastern neighbour. After waiting
nearly a year to see if the Khaleda Zia Gov-
ernment is prepared to demonstrate a mea-
sure of good faith, New Delhi appears close
to giving up on Dhaka.

Within days of Begum Khaleda Zia being
sworn in as the Prime Minister of Bangla-
desh, a little over a year ago, the National
Security Adviser to the Prime Minister, Bra-
jesh Mishra, flew into Dhaka. The objective
was to communicate a simple message to
the new Government: India was ready to do
business with Begum Zia.

This message was important, given the
widespread suspicions in Dhaka that India
would have preferred the re-election of
Sheikh Hasina’s Awami League in last
year’s general elections. The Vajpayee Gov-
ernment wanted to make it clear that a
change of Government in Dhaka would
have no effect on India’s commitment to
improve relations with Bangladesh.

The message was reaffirmed in August by
the External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, when he travelled to Bangladesh. Nearly
a year after Begum Zia took charge in Dha-
ka, the assessment here on the future of
Indo-Bangla relations has become increas-
ingly negative.

sues of concern to India — the question of
illegal immigration, transit facilities, border
management and energy security — has
stalled with no hints of any movement in
the near future. This was something India
could perhaps have lived with.

The despondent outlook for bilateral re-
lations, however, is based on the fact that
Dhaka is seen here as undercutting the cen-

NEWS ANALYSIS

tral political bargain between the two coun-
tries over the last decade.

The approach of New Delhi to Bangla-
desh was very simple: don’t allow activities
hostile to India on your soil, and New Delhi
would not intervene in the internal affairs
of Bangladesh and go more than half way in
resolving long-standing bilateral problems.

The Khaleda Zia Government is now seen
as breaking that compact. The belief here is
that Dhaka has done nothing to prevent an-
ti-India activity hostile during the last year.
India has seen a dramatic rise in cross-bor-
der terrorist activity in Bangladesh. Dhaka
has also acquiesced in increased activity by
Pakistani intelligence = agencies in
Bangladesh.

New Delhi is puzzled by the somewhat
gratuitous attitude of the Government in
Dhaka and its entirely avoidable provoca-
tions. Dhaka’s willingness to fool around
with terrorist activity on its soil, particularly
in the changed international environment

3 turning sour

after September 11, appears self-defeating.

India conveyed its strong concerns at the
growing profile of terrorist activity in Ban-
gladesh, when its Foreign Minister, M.
Morshed Khan, came here last June. But
that seems to have had little effect on Dha-
ka, which is stuck in a denial mode. Mean-
while Bangladesh’s willingness to tolerate
Al-Qaeda activity on its soil has begun to
get negative reviews in the U.S. media.

In pandering to the extremists, Bangla-
desh appears to be squandering the posi-
tive image the nation had begun to acquire
in the international arena.

In the late 1990s, Bangladesh had in-
creasingly been projected in the West as a
likely “model” for the rest of the Islamic
world given its improved economic per-
formance and democratic framework.

Bangladesh had also the potential to
emerge as the second largest economy in
South Asia replacing Pakistan. Through the
1990s, Bangladesh was on a faster econom-
ic track. It had also had the potential to
emerge as a bridge between the Subconti-
nent and South East Asia.

Yet, Bangladesh has persisted in its op-
position to deeper regional economic
integration.

Worse still, under Begum Zia, it seems
willing to play second fiddle to Pakistan.
Unless Dhaka recognises the deep Indian
anxieties on growing cross-border terror-
ism, there is a danger that Indo-Bangla rela-
tions will head further South in the coming
weeks and months.

The bilateral en Il key is-
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By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, NOV. 29. In the backdrop
of the serious Indian allegation
against Bangladesh, Dhaka has
linked the Opposition leader,
Sheikh Hasina’s current visit to
Delhi with the External Affairs
Yashwant

Minister
charges.

Bangladesh

‘Bangladesh lashing

follows Hasina visit’

Pakistan embassy in Dhaka.

reportedly released later.

The Bangladesh Foreign Min-
ister, Morshed Khan, said: “We
totally reject his ( Mr. Sinha’s)
statement. It is baseless, un-
founded and malicious.” But he
simultaneously asked: Why was
such a statement made when
the Opposition leader (Sheikh

asina) was in India?

“The European Parliament
adopted a resolution against
following
(Sheikh Hasina’s) recent visit to

russels”, he said, adding it was
oo much of a coincidence that
ndian leaders had started mak-
ng “inconsistent statements”

hile the Opposition leader was
there. “Has anything changed
overnight as regards Bangla-
desh-India relations,” he asked.

Both Dhaka and Islamabad
have came out strongly and al-
most identically denying Mr.
Sinha’s pointed allegation that

angladesh is harbouring Is-
amic radicals and anti-Indian
nsurgents and that the ISI of

akistan is operating from the

The Deputy Prime Minister,
LK. Advani made a similar alle-
gation against Bangladesh re-
cently. Hence Sheikh Hasina's
visit to India is under close
watch by the Khaleda Govern-
ment, according to observers.

The Bangladesh Govern-
ment’s sensitivity to the ques-
tion of growing fundamentalist
resurgence with the change of
guard in Dhaka, — including
that of “sanctuary” to the Indian
insurgents — is so high that it
recently arrested two foreign
journalists working for Britain’s
Channel Four TV and three oth-
er Bangladesh journalists later.
Saleem Samad, a senior Bangla-
desh journalist and Subhas
Chowdhury, local correspond-
ent of the daily Bhorer Kagoj
were arrested on Thursday
night in Dhaka and western
Satkhira . But police did not
confirm their arrests.

The foreign journalists, one
Briton and an Italian, who came
to Bangladesh on tourist visas,
reportedly filmed and inter-
viewed the activities of various
radical Islamic groups, Opposi-
tion leaders and minority mem-
bers who are allegedly
persecuted. Police also detained
and interrogated a woman jour-
nalist, Sumi Khan, from Chitta-
gong on Thursday but she was

Sinha’s

her

“‘It seems Bangladesh lashing
is following Sheikh Hasina,” the
Foreign Minister said. “It
seems”, he said, “Sheikh Hasina
harbours a lot of spite against
Bangladesh which had been ag-
gravated by her defeat in the
elections of last year.” Asked if
international newsmagazines,
the E.U. Parliament, the Indian
Government and Amnesty In-
ternational had been working at
the dictates of Sheikh Hasina,
the Foreign Minister retorted:
“These are hired people from
the media.” He would not elab-
orate. Bangladesh was not
aware of India’s “domestic
compulsions” for making the al-
legations which had no “sub-
stance whatsoever”.

India, he said, had been rais-
ing the same issue of ISI and
giving the same list which had
been investigated so many
times with negative findings.

New clues given would defi-
nitely be investigated, he said.
“We have to work together.”

He said he did not under-
stand the reason behind India
“tagging on” the new allegation
of Taliban involvement to that
of cross-border insurgents.
Bangladesh would very much
welcome any country to point
out with evidence if any terror-
ist took shelter here. ;




‘Delhi to serve demarche
on Dhaka over, terror

Nilova Roy Chaudhury in' New Delhi

W

Nov. 29. - India is likely to se}ve a de-
marche (formal letter) on Diaka de-
tailing information that was presented
in Parliament by external
affairs minister Mr Yash-
want Sinha. Due next
week, the demarche
would provide details of
Al-Qaida operatives and
activities in Bangladesh
and assistance provided
by it to insurgents in the
North-east. New Delhi
will delink the terrorism
issue from charges of “Bangladesh-bai-
ting” that the Dhaka foreign ministry
has accused former PM Sheikh Hasina
Wajed of instigating during her stay in
India.

Dhaka has denicd reports of any an-
ti-India activitics on its territory.

Border Security Force (BSF) Direc-
tor-General Mr Ajay Raj Sharma today
said Intelligence inputs suggest that Al-

Details will be
provided of
Al-Qaida activities
and of Bangla
assistance to N-E
insurgents

Qaida operatives were present in Ban-
gladesh, and that the ISI was using it to
route arms and ammunition for terro-
rist activities in the North-east. He,
however, said he had no evidence to
prove that Al-Qaida functionaries were
present in Bangladesh.
“We have no evidence to
show that Al-Qaida men
are there. But Intelli-
gence inputs suggest that
they are present and op-
erating in Bangladesh.”
Mr George Fernandes,
however, asserted that
India had the evidence to
back its charge.

Dhaka has reacted sharply to Sheikh
Hasina Wajed’s presence in India, saying
her visit had acted as a catalyst for a ti-
rade of anti-Bangladesh statements.
Though officials refused to be drawn in-
to the question of whether Sheikh
Hasina would seck or be given refuge in
India if denied entry into her country, it's
unlikely Delhi would deny her shelter.

Editorial: Another neighbour, page 6
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Hasma afraid to

return

Nilova Boy Chaudhury in New Dslhi

Nov. 27. — A distinctly nervous former
Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh
Hasina Wajed, appeared cowed down by
threats that the government headed by
Begum Khaleda Zia had unleashed on
her and her party’s supporters.

Members of the entourage accompany-
ing the Opposition Awami League chief
said she feared whether she would be able
to re-enter Bangladesh, given the spate of
abductions and killings of her party mem-
bers in recent weeks. 7

India appears to have
taken the threats seriously
enough to host her almost
on par with the Head of

- State, sending a very clear
message that it strongly
valued her safety. Since
yesterday, the kind of ac-
cess she has been given to
senior Indian leaders |
would be the envy of many X
present Heads of States. It
definitely is several notch-
es above the normal pro- |
tocol for visiting leaders of | °
Opposition parties, even |
of neighbouring countries.

Unusually cautious in
her replies to questions on
the functioning of the Ban-
gladeshi government, Sheikh Hasina
made a telling comment when asked
about her suggestions to the government
as leader of the Opposition. “You live in a
democratic system here,” she said. But, in
Bangladesh “there is no real democracy;
we need more time to learn to practice de-
mocracy... The views of the feader of the
Opposition are not asked for.”

In the past two days she has called on
President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam and
Prime Minister Mr Atal Behari Vajpay-
ee, and discussed “wide-ranging bilater-

Sheikh Hasina addressing
joumnalists in Delhi. — AFP

Cid

al” issues durmg what she described as
“courtesy calls.”

She told The Statesman that as a for-
mer Prime Minister she needed to make
“courtesy calls” on the leaders of the
“friendly neighbouring government.”
She was hosted for dinner yesterday by
foreign minister Mr Yashwant Sinha af-
ter delivering the first Dinesh Singh Me-
morial lecture.

The emphasis of Sheikh Hasina’s visit,
officials said, has been on the deteriorat-
ing human rights situation in Bangladesh,
that includes “massive intimidation” of
m Awami League supporters

and members. Observers
say there are “very credible
apprehensions” even for
her personal security.
Massive human rights
abuses was something she
emphasised during her
talks with the media too,
saying minorities in Ban-
gladesh were being targe-
ted for being traditional
supporters of her party.
She said a lot of “terror-
ist” activities were going
on in Bangladesh because
the present government
had failed to stop them.
_ The. army, she said, was
being used in Bangladesh

to restore law and order.

She said her government had main-
tained congenial relations with neigh-
bours as it helped strengthen coopera-
tion among South Asian countries. “We
strongly worked for promoting friend-
ship with all our neighbours.” But she
refused to be drawn into commenting on
whether the Saarc process had become a
hostage of India-Pakistan hostilities. She
only said the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation charter was
very clear that no bilateral problems be-
tween countries could be raised.

allowing Pakistan to carry

' such as Al Qaida, Mr Yashwant Sin}

aware of the smuggling of drugs and

to Bangla

NEW DELHI, Nov. 27— The foreign
‘minister today accused BangladeShlof‘
'ﬁt;~ -

dia activities from the Pakista
sion in Dhaka.

India is keeping a close Watch on
the high commission, which is a nerve-
centre of the IS activities and is being
used as a hideout by terrorist groups

said in the Lok Sabha today
sponding to a short notice que
from Mrs Shyama Sinha (Congress

He said the government had i
mation on Pakistan using
territory for anti-India a
Delhi has brought the matt
Bangladesh’s notice.

‘M Sinha said Bangladesh had
sured the Indian high commissionerin.
Dhaka that it wouid not allow i

: gia
ing used as g base for militan
trate into this country. Dhaka
however, denied the charge.
Mr Sinha also said that large number
of madrasas were being set up along the
Indo-Bangla border. To a supplementa-

1y by Miss Mamata Banerjee on ¢ircu-.
lation of fake Indian currency notes in

s of West Bengal bordering Bangla
he -said the government was 3

fake currency into India.
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NEW DELHI, NOV. 27. The former Prime Minister ¢f
Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina, today accused the
Khaleda Zia Government of patronising terrorism
and indulging in massive human right abuse, and
asked India and Bangladesh to resolve issues of
illegal immigrants and anti-Indian campaign in
her country through talks.

Addressing a press conference after holding
wide-ranging talks with the President, A.P.J. Ab-
dul Kalam, and the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, on bilateral matters and regional is-
sues, she acknowledged the presence of the Al-
Qaeda in her country. She said a lot of ““terrorist”
activity was going on in her country”’. The Gov-
ernment had failed to prevent such activities. She
opposed use of Bangladeshi territory for subver-
sive activities in India, stating “it is not good for
her country”.

The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
hosted a dinner in her honour, besides discussing
the entire gamut of bilateral ties, particularly use
of the Bangladeshi territory for subversive activ-
ities in India. Referring to the attack on minorities
by the supporters of the present regime, she said
the Khaleda Government had unleashed a reign
of terror against her opponents. The minorities
were also victims of the present Government be-
cause of their affiliation with the Awami League.

She said her Government maintained conge-
nial relations with neighbours as it helped streng-
then cooperation among the South Asian
countries. “We strongly worked for promoting
friendship with all our neighbours.”

Commenting on the National Security Adviser,
Brajesh Mishra’s comments that it would be diffi-
cult for India to take part in the coming South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) summit, she said ‘“‘no bilateral issue

-~ Khaleda Govt.‘patronising
“Yerrorism: Hasina-

ls‘xould be raised at the grouping’s meetings”.

~ e

But Sheikh Hasina regretted the fact that de-
spite the existence of SAARC, the member-coun-
tries had not come together as one to tackle their
problems, which transcended boundaries and
were common to all countries in the region.

The SAARC Chambers of Commerce had also
been a non-starter, she observed and suggested
an association along the lines of the Association
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to facilitate
greater regional cooperation.

“The BIMSTEC (an economic grouping com-
prising Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka
and Thailand) is a pointer in this direction,”
Sheikh Hasina said. Moreover, South Asia had
vast natural and human resources, which had not
been harnessed for the benefit of the people.

She urged the developed countries to share the
responsibility of helping the Third World nations
economically and bridging the wide gap between
the rich and poor nations. “This is in the interest
of developed countries too as they will have ac-
cess to the abundant natural resources, cheap
labour and the large market offered by the South
Asian region.” Referring to regional tensions, she
said disputes could be resolved if all parties in-
volved had goodwill. In this context, she cited the
Hill Peace Accord and the Ganges Water-Sharing
Treaty between India and Bangladesh, which had
led to resolution of long-standing problems.

Outlining the steps taken by her Government
to end the pressing problems faced by her coun-
try, Sheikh Hasina said literacy, health and empo-
werment of women and weaker sections had
been accorded priority and commendable results
had been achieved in social, political and eco-
nomic sectors. Sheikh Hasina met the Prime Min-
ister yesterday. — UNI

YHE HINDC
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By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 26. The Leader of
the Opposition in Bangladesh,
Sheikh Hasina, said today that a
“series of attacks” against the
minority community had swept
her country after the October 1,
2002, election in which the
Awami League lost power. De-
livering the Sixth Dinesh Singh
Memorial lecture, she said the
BNP Government had let loose
a reign of terror in Bangladesh.
“Incidents of minority repres-
sion, arrest and harassment of
opposition leaders and activists,
killing and torture of journalist-
s...and widespread human
rights violation and excesses by
law enforcing agencies have
overwhelmed one year of BNP-
Jamat rule,” the former Prime
Minister said.

Ms. Hasina said South Asia
faced problems like extreme
poverty, poor infrastructure,
terrorism, “absence of conge-
nial bilateral atmosphere”, ter-
rorism, cross-border trafficking
of drugs, weapons, women and
children. All these issues, she
said, could only be addressed
under an agreed programme of
action and specific implemen-
tation mechanisms.

“The track record of SAARC is
not very encouraging so far in
creating such a milieu. Availa-
bility of easy and inexpensive
communications and interac-
tion among the major actors of
the countries of the region is a
first step,” she said. To acceler-
ate cooperation in South Asia,
she said that disputes between
countries could be taken up bi-

b

S

The former Bangladesh Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, with
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, in New Delhi on
Tuesday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

laterally for resolution. If the is-
sue was ‘‘very difficult in
nature”, then a third country
could take the initiative in
bringing the differing parties to
the negotiating table on the
“basis of mutual
understanding’”’.

Referring to her tenure as
Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina
said: “We solved the long-
standing ethnic problem....fol-
lowing signing of the Hill Peace
Accord 62,000 tribal refugees re-
turned home from India....this
deep-rooted ethnic problem
was solved without any third
party mediation, which is
unique in the history of conflict
resolution.”

“We resolved the problem of
Ganges water sharing within a
mere six months of my Govern-
ment’s assumption of power. A
30-year agreement on water
sharing of Ganges and its trib-
utaries was signed between In-
dia and Bangladesh on
December 12, 1996. Therefore, I

CHE HINDO

‘Reign of tellléor in Bangladesh’

strongly believe that disputes
between the countries could be
resolved bilaterally if both par-
ties have goodwill,” she said.
The former Prime Minister said
it was a “matter of great disap-
pointment” that unlike North
America, South-East Asia and
Europe, South Asia had not
been able to increase economic
co-operation in the region and
“trade and investment flows”
were amongst the lowest of any
grouping of countries in the
world. “We have to actionably
promote trade, investment and
business for the benefits of the
common people of the South
Asian countries.

An effective ASEAN-like fo-
rum is very vital for the promo-
tion of trade, investment and
economic co-operation,” she
said. Calling for an easy and
cheap communication network
to link SAARC capitals, Sheikh
Hasina said this would facilitate
trade, business, travel and tou-

rism. /
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New Delhi, Nov. 25: After the
initial hype, India appears to be
making a deliberate attempt to
play down the “private visit” of
Awami League chief and former
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

The former Prime Minister
arrived tonight on a five-day
visit to the country and will ad-
dress a seminar at the Habitat
Centre tomorrow on ‘Human
rights, poverty alleviation and
peace in South Asia’. Hasina will
also travel to Ajmer to pay hom-
age at the dargah of Moinuddin
Chisti.

This is, however, essentially a
political visit. Hasina will meet
key members of the Indian gov-
ernment. This includes a meet-
ing with Prime Minister A.B. Va-
jpayee tomorrow and with
deputy Prime Minister L.K. Ad-
vani the day after. Foreign minis-
ter Yashwant Sinha will host a
private dinner in her honour to-
morrow night at Hyderabad
House, where she will get a
chance to interact with senior of-
ficials from South Block.

The Bangladeshi leader is al-
so scheduled to meet former Pri-
me Minister LK. Gujral and Con-
gress leader Pranab Mukherjee.

Despite the wide access to the
Indian leadership that she is
being given, Delhi is now mak-
ing an attempt to play down
Hasina’s visit.

“These are mainly courtesy
calls,” a senior official in the for-
eign ministry said, referring to
her scheduled meetings with the
Indian leaders. “One should re-
member she is also the leader of

THE TELEGRA"
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“ Delhi cautious
on Hasina visit

" G qan
Opposition in Bangladegh and
may be the future Prime Minis-

ter of the country.”

Hasina’s visit comes at a time
when Advani has openly ac-
cused the Bangladesh National-
ist Party dispensation in Dhaka
for its failure to check the rising
activities of al Qaida terrorists
and Pakistan’s Inter-Services In-
telligence. To drive home the
point, the deputy Prime Minis-
ter made it clear that such
activities increased after the
Khaleda Zia government came
to power.

The rivalry between Hasina
and Khaleda is well known and
the timing of Hasina’s visit was
not totally lost in Bangladesh.
But if initially India had thought
of needling the BNP by using
Hasina, serious doubts appear to
have cropped up in Delhi on whe-
ther this will be prudent.

Delhi is now trying to walk
the diplomatic tightrope in its
handling of the Awami League
leader’s visit.

On the one hand, it wants to
ensure that Hasina is given the
right access in South Block so
that she is convinced that India
continues to value her friend-
ship.

On the other, attempts are
being made to make sure that
Khaleda does not read too much
in the meetings that her political
rival has in India.

The existence of militant
camps of Northeast insurgents
in Bangladesh has been taken up
by Delhi. The leadership is
aware that it needs cooperation
from Khaleda and the BNP gov-
ernment in taking care of its se-
curity concerns.
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4 Fnenﬁly nelgffbour unfriendly acts

2002 is not 1971. But
three decades is not long for
anyone to forget someone’s
contribution, particularly if

that happens to be as significant as
backing a people to attain liberation
and form a sovereign nation. When
New Delhi asks Dhaka not to allow
separatist rebels from northeast In-
dia to operate from its soil, it is not
expecting a response out of grateful-
ness for its role in the very birth of
that nation. However, it certainly,
and justifiably, hopes for a respon-
sible response from a neighbour that
is not really hostile. Unfortunately,
Dhaka has all along been rejecting

suggestions and specific reports that,

leaders and cadres of several insur-
gent groups from the northeast are
engaged in, or directing a hit-and-
run bush war against the Indian state
from camps and safe houses inside
Bangladesh.

In recent weeks though, Bangla-
desh has been on the back foot. Dur-
ing the biennial meet of the Border
Security Force (BSF) and the Bangla-
desh Rifles (BDR) that ended in New
Delhi on November 1, India handed
over to the visitors a list of 99 training
camps of northeast rebel groups ex-
isting inside Bangladesh besides the
names of 77 insurgents, including
several top leaders. The instant re-
sponse of the visiting delegation was
predictable — Indian insurgents
were not operating out of Bangla-
desh. For once, New Delhi could
shake off the diplomatic niceties,
that were sort of institutionalised by
the so-called ‘Gujral Doctrine’ of a
good neighbourly policy, and push
ahead with its claim.

The Deputy Prime Minister, L. K.
Advani, was quoted as saying that
“after the change of Government in
Bangladesh, there has been an in-
crease in the activities of the Al-Qae-
da and the ISI there”. Mr. Advani also
said in no uncertain terms that “all
insurgent groups from the northeast
are getting refuge there” and that
Dhaka was providing them ‘covert’
support. Dhaka, once again, denied
the charges. New Delhi pushed on.
This time, India’s High Commission-
er in Dhaka met the Bangladesh For-
eign Secretary and personally sought
action to stop the country’s territory
from being used by Indian insur-
gents. He also requested the speedy

By Wasbir Hussain

repatriation f Anup Chetia, general
secretary of the outlawed United Lib-
eration Front &f Asom (ULFA), under
detention in Bangladesh, and some
other rebels from Tripura and
Nagaland.

As the two sides were engaged in a
spat over the issue, Dhaka an-
nounced that it was investigating the
presence of Indian militants and mil-
itant camps in the country on the ba-
sis of the list provided by New Delhi.
Bangladesh’s public announcement

jointly tackled. According to Bangla-
deshi media reports, more than 4,000
people have already been detained
and over 500 weapons recovered in
countrywide anti-crime raids during
the operation. This only reinforces
India’s fear of the northeast rebels
using both high Bangladeshi ‘con-
tacts’ as well the organised crime
syndicates to facilitate their oper-
ations from within that country, par-
ticularly insofar as logistic support
and arms supply are concerned. This

While the India-Bangladesh border may not be as
live as the one with Pakistan, it is not an easy
‘stretch to manage as it might seem... agreements
such as the one to jointly fight terrorism
need to be consolidated to keep the
security situation under control.

has not come as a surprise. But going
by the ground situation in Bangla-
desh, it does not seem as much to do
with improving ties with India, as it is
to ward off the impact of the reports
in the western media in recent weeks
(Time, Far Eastern Economic Review
and the Wall Street Journal) suggesti-
ng that Bangladesh has become the
new theatre for the Al-Qaeda and
other  Islamist fundamentalist
groups. Time even went to the extent
of saying that ULFA representatives
were among those who attended a
meeting of jehadi groups in May at a
secret rendezvous in Bangladesh.
There are also suggestions, which
Dhaka denies, that the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) Government
of the Prime Minister, Khaleda Zia —
described as a heady cocktail of Is-
lamic nationalists, radical funda-
mentalists and dormant
Communists — is either lending sup-
port or is being soft towards the rad-
ical jehadi groups and their
supporters who have, of late, become
active in the country.

It is in this context that the Bangla-
desh Army offensive against ‘crime’
— Dhaka has not called it an anti-
terrorist operation that was
launched on October 17 under the
code name ‘Operation Clean Heart’
needs to be viewed, as also the BDR
decision to agree with the BSF at the
New Delhi meeting that terrorism
and trans-national crime must be

Army offensive again could well have
been launched to deflect attention,
and to send out a message that Dha-
ka is against crime and terrorism.
But, statements by influential politic-
ians have made Bangladesh’s posi-
tion delicate regarding its claim that
the country is free from terrorists or
fundamentalists. Speaking in Brus-
sels last month, the Awami League
chief and former Prime Minister,
Sheikh Hasina, said the last “general
election results were manipulated
through planned fraud, vote rigging
and unfair practices”.

Referring to the recent media re-
ports on the Al-Qaeda and other rad-
ical elements becoming active in
Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina was
quoted as saying that the BNP, Ja-
maat and Islamic Oikya Jote (10]) —
partners of the alliance government
— “are open about their support for
the religious fanatics”. Sections of
the media in Bangladesh have ex-
pressed shock over Sheikh Hasina’s
comments abroad, and have sought
to deny western media reports that
the country has become the new hub
of Islamist extremist groups. But, the
position taken by this section of the
country’s media, as also the Govern-
ment, is understandable at a time
when the big powers, and India, are
engaged in what is called the ‘global
war on terror’. From India’s security
viewpoint, it is not important wheth-

v
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er or not the Al-Qaeda is itself active
in Bangladesh. What cannot be ig-
nored is the fact emanating from in-
telligence circles that a local terror
group, Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami,
with an estimated strength of 2,000,
is quite active in Bangladesh and is
allied to the Al-Qaeda. It is unlikely
that the ULFA could have attended a
meeting of jehadi groups in Bangla-
desh. But, if the outfit had indeed
sent some representatives to that
meeting, as reported in a section of
the international media, to express
solidarity with the fellow ‘fighters’ for
letting them stay on in that country
undisturbed, it can have serious im-
plications. The first could be a de-
mand or a request from some of
these jehadi groups to arrange for
shelter in Assam or elsewhere in the
northeast as a quid pro quo in the
event of the anti-terror heat turning
on them. It is more likely, however,
for the Bangladeshi jehadis to head
for the Arakans in adjoining Myan-
mar, the land of the Rohingyas, a
large chunk of whom are Muslims,
should the need arise.

India shares a 4,095-km long bor-
der with Bangladesh, the longest
with any of its neighbours. While the
India-Bangladesh border may not be
as live as the one with Pakistan, it is
not an easy stretch to manage as it
might seem. In April last year, in the
wake of a sudden spurt of tension
between the two neighbours, 16 BSF
troopers patrolling the border in the
Assam sector were ‘snatched’ by a
Bangladeshi mob and brutally killed
under the very nose of the BDR. Bit-
ter incidents aside, the positive de-
velopment, of late, has been the
agreement between the BSF and the
BDR to jointly fight terrorism and
crime. Agreements such as these
need to be consolidated to keep the
security situation under control. At
the same time, the BNP chief and
Prime Minister, Khaleda Zia, would
do well to clarify whether she would
still like to regard Indian rebels be-
longing to groups such as the ULFA
as ‘freedom fighters’ in much the
same way as the Mukti Bahini were
freedom fighters fighting the
Pakistanis.

(The writer is Associate Fellow,
Institute for Conflicc Management,
New Delhi. The views expressed are
his own.)
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" Bangladesh hosts

Nov. 21, — There are more than 140 ter-
rorist training camps, including some run
by Al Qaida, in Bangladesh, senior offi-
cials said. In January, a number of Al
Qaida operatives had sailed to Chitta-
gong from Pakistan. Among other groups
that have found India’s eastern neighbour
a receptive host are North-east militants.

The Bangladesh Rifles chief had
reportedly “admitted” to the existence
of such camps to his BSF counterpart in
Delhi recently

Al Qaida plans, officials say, include in-
filtrating into West Bengal police and put-
ting up men for recruitment in the Army.
Fake documents are being processed by
“hundreds and some sleepers (long term
operatives) are being readied so that they
can be absorbed by the West Bengal sec-
ondary education system,” an official said.

Officials said Dhaka was “less than
firm with terrorist groups”. “Pro-radical
Islam” and “pro-Pakistan” officers have
been put in “key places” to oversee what
New Delhi sees as a “big shift” in Dha-
ka’s policy towards militancy, especially
that targeted against Indja.

Security officers are advising the gov-

THE STATESHAR

o 140 terror camps
Y. W ISI man held in Bhuj

BEHRAMPORE, Nov. 21. — A sus-
ected ISI agent, an JAF data entry
rator, has been arrested from Bhuj
on the charge of passing on sensitive
information to agents in Bangladesh,
said Murshidabad SP Mr 'Virendra,
Irfan Ukil was arrested on the basis
of information provided by Murshida-
bad police, which recently arrested
four suspected ISI agents. — SNS

emment to change Delhi’s “soft” ap-
proach towards Dhaka”. An intelligence
official said: “The Gujral doctrine is
useless here.”

As many as 133 camps of North-east
terrorist groups are active in Bangla-
desh. The National Liberation Front of
Tripura tops the list with 43 camps and
shelters.

Next comes the Ulfa with 24 camps.
Officials said the Jamat-e-Islami and
Chhatra Shivir have been extending
support to these groups.

Making Bangladeshi passports for
Pakistanis, who want to sneak into In-
dia, have become a “minor industry”. A
firm, Bangladesh Rural Telecom Au-
thority, was at the root of this.
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‘Bengal p(}h

Soumen Datta and
Romita Dutta
Kolkata, November 18

AN 1ISI agent and three of his
accomplices were arrested last
night from Jalangi and Domkal
in Murshidabad for passing in-
formation about Army installa-
tions in India to their aides in
Bangladesh.

Jiauddin Ahmed Biswas of
Durlavpara, Jalangi, turned out
to be the kingpin, while his wife
Ismat Ara Biswas, Gulam Mur-
taza, a local PCO owner, and
Hasan Habib were charged with
aiding Jiauddin in his job. The

'

#Sketch-map, photographs of
air bases, military camps,
armouries and other Defence
installations

e Names and postings of
Defence personne! apparently
in contact with Jiauddin -

team had been active in the area
since 1997. “The arrests followed
11 months of surveillance,”
Murshidabad SP Virendra said.

Sensitive documents, includ-
ing maps and photographs of

ce net ISI

arious Defence installations
and a list of Indian Defence per-
sonnel working for Jiauddin,
were recovered from the gang,
the SP said. “Aufan Ukil, a jawan
of the IAF signals department
posted now at Bhuj, was on Ji-
auddin’s pay roll. Hasan Ali
Biswas, another IAF man who
was posted in Jaisalmer and
committed suicide two months
ago, used to send him photo-
graphs of IAF installations.”
Jiauddin had been introduced
to Nurul Islam, a Dhaka-based
retired officer of Pakistan
Army, in 1997 by Hasan Habib.
He lost no time in developing

gang of four

contacts with Bangladesh-based
ISI operatives and got in touch
with some Army and Air Force
officers in India to collect infor-
mation about the movement of
the Army and Air Force person-
nel, Virendra added.

Jiauddin revealed that he had
taken his contacts in the Indian
Army and IAF to Bangladesh on
three occasions.

IG (law and order) Chayan
Mukherjee said Jiauddin and
his associates had been grilled
by the State IB and the Mur-
shidabad police. A Central IB
team had arrived in the city to
carry forward the investigation.
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PRANA SHARMAS

New Delhi, Nov. 12; After accus-
ing the Bangladesh National
Party government in Dhaka of
failure to check the growing ter-
ror network in the country, India
has decided to rub salt on its
wounds.

Bangladeshi Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia’s predeces-
sor and arch rival Sheikh Hasina
isarriving here next weekend on
an invitation from Delhi.

Ostensibly, it is a private visit
as Hasina is scheduled to deliver
alecture at a seminar of the Indi-
an Council for South Asia Coop-
eration at the Habitat Centre on
November 26. But several meet-
ings with Indian leaders, in-
cluding Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani, are on the
cards during her stay here.

Officials in South Block poin-
ted out that the proposed meet-
ings have not been finalised and
even if they took place, they sho-
uld be seen as “courtesy calls”.

But the “courtesy calls” come
in the wake of Advani accusing
Bangladesh of sheltering terror-
ists. The deputy Prime Minister
drove the point home at a functi-
on recently when he said the act-
ivities of al Qaida and Pakistan’s
ISI have grown since Zia’s BNP
came to power in Bangladesh.
Advani’s remarks started a fresh

spat between the two countries.

Hasina invite
sn\ub to Dhaka

\/

[Pl

Hasma is seen as pro-India
and her rivalry with Zia is well
known. The fact that Delhi has
decided to invite Hasina and not
the Bangladeshi Prime Minister
is a clear indication that it was
not willing to patch up with
Dhaka at this juncture. Not, at
least, till Bangladesh took seri-
ous and effective steps to address
India’s security concerns.

At the official level, however,
the India-Bangladesh Joint
Working Group on security is
scheduled to meet either at the
end of this month or in early De-
cember. But, at the political level,
Delhi has given out a clear signal !
that it wants to keep up the pres-
sure on Bangladesh.

The recent stress on the issue
is an attempt to signal that
India’s fight against terrorism
was not Pakistan-centric and it
was serious in fighting the men-
ace from wherever it originated.

The immediate provocation
for the spat seems to have come
from the steps taken by the BNP
government, indicating its pro-
nounced tilt towards Pakistan.

At the recent meeting of the
Commonwealth Ministerial Ac-
tion Group in London, Banglad-
esh pushed for Pakistan’s return
to the Commonwealth fold. But
India succeeded in getting the ot-
her members of the group to st-
rongly recommend that the sus-
pension be kept in force till the
country returns to democracy.
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Vla loses interest in
“’Bangladesh gas?

C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELH\, NOV. 11. Besides dra-
matically Qltering the hydrocar-
bon scenario in the country, the
large natural gas field in the
Krishna Godavari basin recently
discovered by Reliance has re-
duced the political urgency of
importing natural gas from
Bangladesh.

Knowing the extreme sensi-
tivities in Dhaka about export-
ing natural gas to India, New
Delhi has resisted the tempta-
tion of asking for access to the
energy resources of Bangladesh.
But India was clearly interested
in a natural gas pipeline from
Bangladesh to meet its soaring
energy requirements.

But after the unexpected gas
bonanza from the Andhra Pra-
desh coast, said to be around 7
trillion cubic feet (TCF), India is
unlikely to lose sleep over Dha-
ka’s reluctance to export energy
to India. The recoverable Ban-
gla gas reserves have been esti-
mated at around 20 TCF and
only a small portion of it is likely
to be exported, if at all.

For nearly five years, Bangla-
desh has been traumatised by a
painful debate on the wisdom
of exporting gas to India. In a
typical fashion of the subconti-
nent, extraordinary emotional
baggage was loaded onto what
was a simple commercial
decision.

Indications are that the Ban-
gla parliament which starts a
new session this week is likely to
take up the question of gas ex-
ports. Two committees estab-
lished by Dhaka, one on
assessing the size of the natural
gas reserves and the other on
their best possible utilisation,
are with the government

and are likely to be placed be-
fore the Parliament.

The debate in Dhaka takes

place amidst growing interna-
tional pressure on Bangladesh
to come up with a quick deci-
sion on exports to India. The in-
ternational o0il companies
which have invested a lot of
money in the Bangla hydrocar-
bon sector insist that without a
commitment on exports from
Dhaka, they will be unable to
develop the natural gas re-
sources of Bangladesh.

The natural inclination of the
Bangla political class is to em-
phasise the domestic consump-
tion of natural gas. But
Bangladesh is reportedly run-
ning into problems with the in-
ternational financial

- institutions, whose support is

NEWS ANALYSIS

necessary to build the infras-
tructure for gas distribution
within the country.

The IFIs are apparently refus-
ing to fund the internal projects
unless they are coupled with a
decision to export at least a part
of it to India.

Bangladesh is torn between
the economic logic of exporting
natural gas and the political
compulsions for avoiding ener-
gy cooperation with India.

Bangladesh can continue to
agonise whether it should “gift
away” its natural resources to
India. But the debate is begin-
ning to lose its political salience
for India. Statesmanship is
mostly about timing. In failing
to act in time, nations lose bar-
gaining power.

That precisely is what has
happened to Dhaka. A decision
by Bangladesh to export natural
gas even a few months ago
would have had India jumping
at it.

A favourable decision by Ban-
gladesh now is unlikely to get

E m.o

more than a yawn from New
Delhi.

The significance of the gas
find in KG basin is that it is the
first deep water drilling project
undertaken by Indian compa-
nies. Until now all the off-shore
fields developed by India have
been in shallow waters.

The use of new technologies
and the exploration of deeper
waters by India are likely to lead
to more discoveries of natural
gas reserves. Besides rushing to
tap the huge hydrocarbon po-
tential along the east coast, In-
dian companies are also
expected to begin drilling off
the Rakhine coast of Myanmar
in the next few months.

One of the sticking points in
the Bangla debate on gas ex-
ports has been the unending
wrangle over the size of the re-
serves and if there was enough
for exports beyond domestic
consumption. But the argu-
ments missed the point that
there may be a lot more gas to
be found, given the under ex-
ploration of the region.

Ideally, India and Bangladesh
should be working together for
energy security in eastern sub-
continent and making grand
plans for a network of gas pipe-
lines and. electricity grids con-
necting eastern India, Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh and India’s
northeast and Myanmar.

But that kind of cooperative
arrangements in which every-
body wins has been politically
elusive in the subcontinent.
“Beggar thy neighbour” re-
mains the first principle for de-
cision-makers in the region.
Dhaka’s inconclusive, and per-
haps increasingly irrelevant, de-
bate on gas exports reflects the
tragic subcontinental tradition
of wallowing in isolation and
poverty rather than creating
shared wealth.
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Nov. 10: The spark lit by deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani has
touched off a diplomatic spat be-
tween India and Bangladesh
with Dhaka today summoning
the Indian envoy to lodge a for-
mal protest and Delhi sticking to
its guns.

Bangladesh foreign secretary
Shamser Mobin Chowdhury
today handed over a formal
memo against Advani’s “totally
baseless, motivated and irre-
sponsible statements”.

Advani had said on Thursday
that “after the change of govern-
ment in Bangladesh, there has
been an increase in the activities
of al Qaida and IS] there”.

Served the protest, a noncha-
lant India asked Bangladesh to
take “serious and immediate ac-
tion” to stop misuse of its terri-
tory by terrorist and insurgent
groups.

Official sources said in Delhi
that India has asked Bangladesh

push

vl i

to close down militant training
camps and hand over insurgents
taking shelter there.

Delhi has also handed over to
Dhaka alist of 99 training camps
there, pinpointing locations, and
a list of 77 insurgents and nine
criminals who have been arrest-
ed by the authorities there.

At the meeting with the
Bangladesh foreign secretary, In-
dian high commissioner Manilal
Tripathy demanded early repa-
triation of extremist leaders
such as United Liberation Front
of Asom leader Anup Chetia,
PTI quoted sources at the high
commission as saying.

Tripathy said Indian insur-
gent groups were receiving shel-
ter and support from elements in
Bangladesh, despite assurances
by the Khaleda Zia government.

The high commissioner was
summoned to the foreign office
for the third time in 10 days.

The envoy defended Advani’s
remarks on the alleged activities
of the ISI and al Qaida in Ban-

T™HT TLTGRAPE

p, Delhi
s Dhaka

gladesh and described as regret-
table and objectionable Dhaka's
reaction to them.

Advani’s remarks were made
with full responsibility and
based on reliable information,
he was quoted as saying.

Reacting to the sharp re-
sponse from Bangladesh on Fri-
day, Advani had repeated his
statement yesterday.

“l don’t know why they
are reacting like this. I had just
said there were reports about
growing activities of al Qaida
and ISI in Bangladesh after the
change of the government,”
he told reporters in Delhi on
Saturday.

Tripathy assured Banglad-
esh India would not offer shelter
to fugitives allegedly crossing
over to India in the wake of an
army action in Bangladesh.

As many as 23 people, includ-
ing a political activist, have died
in the Bangladesh army’s
month-long crackdown against

what it terms as rising “crime”,

4 1R
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FARID HOSSAIN
Dhaka, Nov. 8: Bangladesh for-
eign secretary Shamser Mobin
Chowdhury today said his coun-

'try has never allowed any terror-
ist group to use its territory for
campaign against India.

“The question of Bangladesh
providing sanctuary to any ter-

orist group does not arise at

11,” Chowdhury told reporters
in response to deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani’s state-
ment yesterday.

Advani had said al Qaida and
ISI activities had increased in
Bangladesh after Khaleda Zia’s
government-took over.

Chowdhury said the latest In-
dian allegation was part of a
“conspiracy to tarnish Bangla-
desh’s image as a secular and
peaceful nation”.

The foreign secretary’s reac-
tion was mild in comparison to |
what a ministry spokesman
said.

“Bangladesh never expected
such comments and observation
from such a top Indian leader as

Mr Advani,” the spokesman,
-vho cannot be identified under
local briefing rules, said.

“What he (Advani) said is to-
tally baseless, motivated and ir-
responsible.”

“We expect that in future he
(Advani) will not make such

. comments about Bangladesh for
the sake of friendship between
the two countries.”

Dhaka has always rejected re-

eated allegations by Delhi that
separatist groups in northeast
India have been using its territo-
ry to train and carry out attacks
in India.

However, at least once the al-

legation proved correct when
Bangladesh arrested United Lib-
eration Front of Asom leader
Anup Chetia from a rented
house in Dhaka in 1997.
Our Delhi bureau adds: Refer-
ring to Advani’s statement,
home ministry officials ac-
knowledge the possibility of
Delhi taking a hard stand
against Dhaka.

The officials said India is an-
gry with Bangladesh’s lackada-
isical response to its concerns
and wants firm action against
Northeast insurgents as well as
al Qaida activists who are a po-
tential threat to India.

Delhi’s worries have been
conveyed to Dhaka time and
again, but so far Bangladesh has
shown no willingness to follow
through with the promises YHE TELEGRAPE
made,

“India’s patience is running
out, and Advani has clearly indi-

cated our frustration,” an 4 s NGV I.U.lz

official said.




-Dhaka to open L port for N-E

{
Satyabrata Chakraborti in Agartala %ﬁ

Nov. 6. — Dhaka may soon approve New
Delhi’s proposal for using the Chittagong
port for transportation of commodities to
the northeast, the Bangladesh minister for
water transport, Lt Col Akbar Hossain, told
the. Tripura minister for commerce and in-
dustries, Mr Pabitra Kar, in Dhaka recently.

Mr Akbar said a formal announcement in
this regard might soon be made in Dhaka.
He said work on development of the Chitta-
gong port had been initiated.

Mr Kar also met the Bangladesh minister
for-commerce, Mr Amir Khasru, and the
minister for rural dDevelopment, Mr Abdul
Mannan Bhuian, on 3 November.

Arriving here, Mr Kar said the Bangla-
deshi ministers’ attitude towards introduc-
ing a regular bus service for passengers on
the Agartala-Dhaka route was “positive”.

Mr Kar said the Bangladeshi ministers
told him that Dhaka had declared Akhaura,
a Bangladeshi railway junction five km away
from Agartala, as a land hHarbour to help

transportation of materials to the northeast.

Earlier, New Delhi had asked Dhaka to
earmark Ashugonj, a rivet port near Brah-
manbaria, as the “port Of call” for the pur-
pose. The Tripura government wants the
Centre to persuade Dhaka to develop two
more townships — Shrimantapur and Ragh-
na — along the Indo-Bangla border with
Tripura for transportation of commodities.

A memorandum of understanding has
been signed between the Dhaka Chambers
of Commerce And the Tripura Chambers of
Commerce after a two day meeting of the
trade organizations in the Bangladeshi cap- -
ital on 2 November. ~

A joint study group was earlier setup after
the meeting of trade delegations of both the
countries in Chittagong recently. The study
group will submit its report alongwith recom-
mendations before the appropriate authori-
ties within December. ~ ,

A World Bank official has been involved in
the process of preparing the report. A
Bangladeshi team will visit Tripura, Megha-
laya and Assam this month to explore pros-
pects of bifateral trade. P
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Al-Qaeda, ISl activities on the

“o%-fise in Bangladesh: Advani -’

BHIWANI (HARYANA), NoV. 7. The
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, today voiced serious con-
cern over the growing activities
of the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) of Pakistan and the
Al-Qaeda in Bangladesh and
asked the international com-
munity to treat the ISI on a par
with terrorist outfits like the Ta-
liban.

“After the change of govern-
ment in Bangladesh, there has
been an increase in the activ-
ities of the Al-Qaeda and the ISI

- there,” Mr. Advani said after in-
augurating the 51st All India
Police Games here.

Asked whether Dhaka’s

“support to the militants” was
: covert or overt, he said, “Cov-
“ert. All insurgent groups of the

North-East are getting refuge

there.”

Mr. Advani said that while

. the international community
had recognised the Al-Qaeda
and the Taliban as the foun-
tainhead of terrorism, they
were yet to acknowledge Pakis-

- tan’s ISI as among the major
sources of terrorism.

“This will cost them dear,”
he said, adding ‘‘irrespective of
foreign policy compulsions,
one should not be supportive of
terrorism anywhere in the
world.” “Thefe should be no

room for leniency towards ter-
rorists.”

Asked whether the Govern-
ment had taken up the issue of
insurgent groups and Al-Qaeda
activities with Bangladesh, he
said Dhaka had been told that
these were areas they would
have to think about seriously.
He said the recent massacre in
Assam was carried out by ter-
rorists based in Bhutan. “Bhu-
tan was not supporting the
insurgent groups though it was
not taking enough action.”

Mr. Advani declined to com-
ment on the controversy sur-
rounding the “encounter” at
Ansal Plaza in South Delhi,
where two terrorists were killed.

On the decision of the new
Government in Jammu and

Kashmir not to use the POTA,
he said, “it is for the State Gov-
ernments to decide. We feel it
(POTA) is necessary to contain
terrorism”’. However, if a ““State
is able to do it without using
POTA, nothing like it.”

He recalled that a Marxist
Chief Minister, who was initial-
ly opposed to using the Nation-
al Security Act in his State,
finally did so to check insurgen-
cy.
To a question, he said the BJP
would win with a comfortable
majority in Gujarat.

Earlier, inaugurating the po-
lice games at Bheem Stadium
here, Mr. Advani said India was
not dependent on the U.S. in its
fight against terrorism. “It is
our problem and we are com-

Chautala’s faux pas

BHIWANI (HARYANA), NOV. 7. The then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi,
was killed during the Emergency and the Pentagon was blown up
in the September 11 terror strikes in the United States.
Bloomers from answer sheets in some Public Service Gommis-
sion examinations? No, it is Chautalaspeak.
" People listening to the Haryana Chief Minister, Om Prakash
Chautala, particularly thosg in the press gallery, were amused as
he mentioned these “‘examples” of terrorism in the presence of
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, at the inaugural function
of the 51st All India Police Games here. — PTI

THE HINDC

mitted to win it
strength.”

Quoting from a recent U.S.
book, Breakdown, written by a
journalist, he said Washington
had received warnings prior to
September 11 that if Taliban ac-
tivities were not checked, it
would become a victim, but the
warning was not taken seriously
enough.

Mr. Advani said that during
the days of terrorism in Punjab,
it seemed as if normality would
never return but due to the
courageous actions of the Ar-
my, paramilitary forces and po-
lice, militancy was wiped out.

He said the Government
would ‘‘examine” the Haryana
Chief Minister, Om Prakash
Chautala’s request for a heli-
copter for the State police, Mr.
Chautala, in his address, had
agreed to bear half the expenses
for the chopper, which he said
would be used in preventing
terrorist infiltration into Delhi.

Expressing satisfaction over
India’s performance at the re-
cent Commonwealth and Bu-
san Asian Games, Mr. Advani
said the BJP-led NDA Govern-
ment had set up the Ministry of
Sports and Youth Affairs with a
view to creating enthusjasm
among university and/tﬁ%lege
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GAJINDER SINGH ( \ ‘

Chandigarh, Nov. 3: The
Haryana government has re-
solved to initiate action against
Bangladeshi migrants residing
illegally in Haryana.

The decision was conveyed
by Director General of Police
M.S. Malik yesterday at a meet-
ing of senior police officials
presided over by chief minister
Om Prakash Chautala.

Last year, police had laun-
ched a vigorous drive to identify
and deport Bangladeshi nation-
als living in the state. Over 100
families were deported following
reports about the involvement of
Bangladeshi youths in several
crimes. Most of them operated
in the urban sector and lived in
towns around Delhi.

Police sources said at least
200 Bangladeshi families have
been identified. They will soon
be rounded up, sent to the border
and pushed back into Bangla-

desh either from Ben 1 or
Assam. The state police\have
launched a combing operation to
identify more migrants.

The Haryana government’s
decision to deport the illegal
Bangladeshi migrants comes in
the wake of pressure from the
Delhi administration.

Delhi police put the number
of Bangladeshi migrants in the
capital at about 1.5 lakh, though
unofficial estimates quote a fig-
ure of 5 lakh. Many of them
serve as cheap factory labourers
or domestic hands.

A senior police officer said
Haryana alone has over 5,000 Ba-
ngladeshis. While many are em-
ployed as labourers in factories,
some of them have been working
on part-time basis as domestic
hands. Several women and chil-
dren even resort to begging at
railway stations, bus stands and
markets. So far, 212 Bangladeshi
adults and 129 minors have been
detected residing illegallv in the

Heat on Bangl mlvgrg“nts

d1str1cts of Panipat, Jind,
gaon and Faridabad.

Chautala made it clear in the
meeting that the government
would not tolerate corruption in
administration at any level and
those found guilty would
invite action irrespective of
their official position and social
status.

The chief minister said that
in case the government had to
amend any Act to retrench the
services of corrupt officials, he
would not hesitate to get such
legislation passed.

Chautala also directed the po-
lice to ensure that their official
vehicles were not misused and
urged them not to induige in
wasteful expenditure keeping in
mind the state government’s lim-
ited resources.

He said a special campaign
should be launched to che®k the |
menace of recycled polythene as
it was causing environmental
hazards.
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India,

“ pane

By Our Special Corrkg[?ondent

NEW DELHI, NOv. 1. While India
and Bangladesh today decided
to set up a joint coordination
committee to take care of bor-
der problems, the two neigh-
bours differed in their
perception over the existence of
training camps of Northeast in-
surgents in Bangladesh.

The issue of training camps
was taken up by the Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) with the vis-
iting Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
chief, Maj.-Gen. Rezaqul Haid-
er, during the two-day bi-an-
nual discussions here.

Mr. Sharma and Maj.-Gen.
Haider signed the joint record
of discussions after the conclu-
sion of their talks focussing on
border issues, infiltration of ille-
gal immigrants, smuggling and
other related problems.

While the two sides re-af-
firmed their intentions to pool
resources and carry out a re-
lentless and determined fight
against terrorism, the BSF
raised the issue of “insurgents
of the Northeastern India” find-

Bangladesh to set up
Fon|

)tl;ﬁder |33t:es

ing shelter in Bahgladesh, the
BSF chief told replrters.

Mr. Sharma said that the BDR
chief denied the \existence of
such camps but added that the
BSF would provide proof which
would be looked into by the
BDR.

On the smuggling of arms
and other items, the BSF D-G
shared the concerns of Bangla-
desh and stated that the Indian
side had stepped up its vigil on
the border resulting in the sei-
zure of large quantities of phen-
sidyl. The BDR chief reiterated
Dhaka’s stand that no insur-
gents or foreign elements would
get any support in its territory.

The two sides agreed to ex-
change the list of active trans-
border criminals and gangs by
December 31. It was also agreed
that the periodicity of coordi-
nated operations could be fixed
at the sector commander level
meetings after taking into con-
sideration ground realities.
Both sides also reiterated their |
commitment to work together |
to maintain peace, tranquility [
and security on the bO}der.
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Call to expand Indo-Bangladesh trade ties

By Haroon Habib (7).¢ \U

DHAKA, 0CT. 19. Bureaucrats and business ldaders
of Bangladesh and India have pleaded for tyoad-
er bilateral trade ties to include expansion of
business facilities to the northeast.

They were speaking at a seminar cum mini-
trade summit on “Promotion of Trade and In-
vestment between Bangladesh and North-East-
ern States of India,” which concluded on Friday
at the port city of Chittagong. The Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) and
the Indian High Commission in Dhaka jointly
organised the seminar, aimed at bolstering in-
vestment and trade between the two countries.

The delegates recommended a few steps, in-
cluding the formation of a study group, to assess
the problems and prospects of trade between
Bangladesh and the northeastern States.

The group, comprising representatives of the
CCCI and the Tripura Chamber of Commerce
and Industry will prepare a report within the
next three months recommending a joint task
force to promote bilateral trade.

The recommendations adopted at the end of
the two-day seminar, first of its kind in Bangla-
desh, were aimed at reducing the Staggering

-4
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trade gap and withdrawing pard-tariff and non-
tariff barriers, development of infrastructure and
communication facilities, improvement of bank-
ing and insurance, and development of other
support services for trade with the seven north-
eastern States.

The Bangladesh Commerce Minister, Amir
Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury, inaugurating the
seminar, underscored the need for proactive and
friendly attitude from the members of the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, par-
ticutarly India, to increase the volume of trade
and investment in the region.

Referring to anti-dumping rules, tariff, non-
tariff and para-tariff barriers imposed by New
Delhi, which “impeded the access of Bangla-
deshi products” in the Indian market, he said
India could create a win-win situation for the
benefit of both sides.

And being a big economy, India would benefit
from broader regional cooperation.

Mr. Chowdhury called upon all concerned to
formulate a comprehensive but realistic work
plan to find out ways and means for removing all
impediments, including policy matters, to boost

trade reations among the SAARC member
States. /



/ angladesh

NEW DELH|, OCT. 13. Bangladesh
has become a hotbed of terror-
ists waging a war against India,
and its intelligence agents have
been maintaining contact with
their counterparts in Pakistan's
. Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI),
according to the latest issue of
. the Time magazine.

Quoting sources in the Indian
intelligence and Bangladesh’s
largest Al-Qaeda-allied terrorist
group ‘Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Isla-
mi" (HUJI), the magazine said
agents of Bangladesh’s military
intelligence  service ‘DGFI’
“maintain contact with their
counterparts in Pakistan’s ISI
and have a long history of sup-
porting rebels fighting Indian
rule across the border, includ-
ing providing safe houses in
Dhaka for the leaders of

a hotbed of

\;\ \anti-India terrorists’

(banned) United Liberation
Front for Assam”.

A HUIJI source told the maga-
zine that 150 men belonging to
‘Taliban and Al-Qaeda fighters

from Afghanistan’ had entered i

Bangladesh through its Chitta-
gong harbour in December last
year. They came in a boat ‘MV
Mecca’ which carried boxes of
ammunition and men carrying
AK-47 assault rifles.

The source in the 2,000-
strong HUJI and port workers,
who saw the ship’s arrival,
claimed that a DGFI Major
greeted the new arrivals.

However, an intelligence ser-
vice spokesman denied the Ma-
jor's existence despite
diplomatic registration records
showing that he was a long-
standing GDFI. — PTI
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~Anup Chetia gets,

| 7-year jail term

‘Statesman News Sefvice '

DHAKA, Sept. 24. — A Bangladesh court
today sentenced the general secretary of the
outlawed United Liberation Front of Assam,
Anup Chetia, to seven years in prison for il-
legal possession of a satellite telephone.
Chetia, who has been undergoing six-
years jail term in Bangladesh after being
convicted in a number of cases including il-
legal entry, possessing fake passport and
huge amount of money in currencies of 16
countries, was present at the court along
with two others when First metropolitan
Session Judge Mr Abu Sayeed delivered the
verdict. Chetia’s accomplices Babul Sharma
and Laxmi Prasad were also awarded a sim-
ilar jail term. This was the fourth case

against Anup Chetia who was arrested in

Dhaka in December 1997 during the previ-
ous Awami League government of Ms
Sheikh Hasina and then prosecuted.

The Ulfa leader is wanted by India in a

aﬁ‘“

number of cases. New%Delhl wanted & ex-
tradition. But Hasina government ikstead
tried him in a Bangladesh court.

The Awami League government refused
Chetia’s appeal seeking political asylum in
Bangladesh. The Ulfa leader again sought
political ‘asylum to the present BNP-led
government of Prime Minister Ms Khaléda
Zia which did not respond favourably.

Sanjib Debsharma pf National Liberation
Front of tripura also sought political asylum
in Bangladesh but in vain. Security forces in
Bangladesh recently captured six suspected
Indian insurgents and seized some sophisti-
cated weapons from their possession in the
south-eastern Cox’s Bazar district.

India has been constantly conveying its con-
cern to Bangladesh against the use of Bangla-
desh territory by outlawed insurgents groups
in North-eastern Indian states. Bangladesh,
however, denied such allegations and said

" that its soil will not be allowed to be used for

carrying out subversive activities in India. -,
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infiltrators
. handed
over hl}ilj

Statesmdn News Service

KOLKATA, Sept. 20. —
Ninety-eight Bangladeshi na-
tionals including some chil-
dren who were arrested as
part of a combing operation
in Delhi a week ago were
brought by a Delhi Police
team to the city by Lal Guila
Express today. They were
later handed over to Border
Security Force and will be
sent back to Bangladesh,

“These infiltrators were
staying in different paris of
Delhi without any docu-
ments. They were, involved
in various anti-social activi-
ties,” said an officer of Del-
hi Police who accompgnied
the tearh to Kolkata.

Most of these people are
reported to be from from
Khulna in Bangladesh.
“Poverty drove us to leave
our country and we: first
came to Kolkata after gross-
ing the boarder. Then we
went to Delhi and have been
living there for the past one
and a half year,) ope of

them said. /
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“India, Bangladesh to activate
all task forces: Sinha’,

By Haroon Habib

DHAKA, AUG. 25. The External Af-
fairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
has said that India and Bangla-
desh have decided to reactivate
all the committees and task
forces,” including the Joint
Working Group, to give a boost
to bilateral relations.

Mr. Sinha, who ended his
two-day, first-ever Bangladesh
visit today, said the JWG would
meet in October next for remov-
ing customs impediments and
facilitating greater trade flow.

Both sides had also agreed to
develop communication infras-
tructure, including utilisation of
the railways to facilitate trade.
The Dhaka-Agartala bus service
would be started soon.

The Bangladesh Foreign Min-
ister, Morshed Khan, said India
had agreed to withdraw tariff

and non-tariff barriers to facil-
itate greater Bangladeshi export
to its market to reduce trade im-
balance.

The Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter, Khaleda Zia, toid Mr. Sinha
during a meeting that her Gov-
ernment had taken all initia-
tives to strengthen relations
with India and hoped that New
Delhi would adopt a similar ap-
proach.

Mr. Khan, who was present
during the meeting, said Begum
Zia wanted all the SAARC na-
tions to ensure that the process
was not halted.

Mr. Khan hoped that Mr. Sin-
ha's visit would “contribute

positively” towards cementing
ties.

Mr. Sinha said he had a “very
cordial meeting” with Begum
Zia who accepted an invigation

She also invited Mr. Vajpatee to
visit Bangladesh.

Mr. Sinha also called oh the
former Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition,
Sheikh Hasina. He also met the
acting President, Zamiruddin
Sircar, and held discussions
with the Bangladesh Finance
Minister, Saifur Rahman.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Foreign Secretary, Shamser Mo-
bin Chowdhury, said at a brief-
ing that Begum Zia had
requested India to take steps to
stop the killing of Bangladesh
nationals along the border.

According to the Bangladesh
Foreign Office, 47 of its nation-
als were allegedly killed by the
BSF this year.

During official talks, Dhaka
and New Delhi had earlier
agreed that the BDR and the

BSF would maintain maximum
restraint/a
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fﬁhaka, Delni

agree on panels
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DHAKA Aug. 24, — India d
Bangladesh today to further
activate bilateral channels and set up a
Joint experts committee and economic
panel to resolve outstanding issues.
This came up at a 90-minute
discussion between Mr Yashwant
Sinha and his Bangladeshi coun-
terpart, Mr M Morshed Khan, here.
Mr Sinha arrived here from Kath-
mandu this afternoon on a two-day
“goodwill visit” to this country.
“We've discussed all issues” and

* the talks added a “new dimension” in

¢ | the relations between India and
' Bangladesh, Mr Sinha told waiting

: newspersons .

He said issues such as the current

- border and incidents of firing, trade
i and commerce and cultural exch-
: anges came up for talks. Mr Sinha
. said the two sides agreed that in the
i event of failure to reach a decision on
i an issue at the official level, the

matter would be taken up at the

| political level. He also said theye were
' no talks on the issue of Bapgladesh’s
© gas export to India.

|




Decision on gas export only after

examining reserves: Banglades

By Sushma Ramachandran

NEW DELHI, AUG. 1. Bangladesh may uli-
‘mately export a “maoderate” quantity of
natural gas to India, but it will take some
time for a final decision to e taken on the
issue. According 'to the Bangladesh High
Conmunissioner, Tufail Haider, the question
will arise only after a view is taken on the
extent of gas reserves in his country.

Speaking to The Hindw, he said that
many questions were being raised here
about gas supply from Bangladesh, but ex-
pert commitiee reports on its export were
still being considered. Besides, the issue of
gas reserves had been politicised and Dha-
ka had to take into account the sensithvities
of its people.

However, Bangladesh had no intention
of taking an “anti-Indian” stance cither on
the pas export issue or other factors, Mr.

Haider said. He rec (\; mw(l that lh(‘r(‘ wis
a demand for energl in India and that
Rangladesh had the réserves, which conld
possibly be utitised tod meet this demand.
The ultimate solutionteould lie in the ex
port of “moderate” quaniity of gas, alter
ensuring that domestic requirements were
fully met.

Highlighting the need ta satisfy the peo-
e back home that gas was not being sotd
cheaply, Mr. Haider said that when explo-
ration for hydrocarbons began in Bangla-
desh, it was expected that oil would also be
found. Since only gas had been discovered,
there was a sense of disappointinent, cou-
pled with apprebension over its uttlisation,

Earlier, addressing a meeting organised
by the Gonfederation of Indian Industry,
Mr. Haider regretted that India had not
been ahle to resolve the issue of reducing
tarifl harvicts on 25 product fines, Though

\ (\,«/%& ”" ! / )/ s

a decision had heen annonnced at the po-
litical level, tariff reduction as well as re.
moval of non-tariff barriers remained a
non-starter at “other levels.” --

The Sii Lankan High Commissioner,
Mingala Moonesinghe, stressed the need
for the South Aéian conntries to funetion
in a spitit of conperation rather than con-
frontation. Citing the success of the Indo-
Sri Lanka free ttade treaty, he said that the
reality of Tndia being the most important :
player in the subcontinent had 1o he ac- ’
cepted, if the region was to progress.

Painting to the success of the European
Union with its differing cultures, he felt
that there was no reason why the South
Asian nations could not work together. By
giving up its oiftankages to India, Sri Lan-
ka had actually forfeited a measure of sov-
ereignty ,hut it was meant (o ensure
protection for the vital instatlations

-



No handm%r of
Awaml leaders

STATESMAN NEWS SEHVICF{)\ leaders and front ranking

AGARTALA, March 30.
Tripura’s ruling Left Front
has ruled out speculation abo-
ut extraditing Opposition lea-
ders from Bangladesh who
had earlier crossed over to this
state and elsewhere in the re-
gion following the political
change-over in Bangladesh.
“The government is not aware
of such a proposal from Dha-
ka,” a senior LF leader said.
Mr Joynal Abedin, former
MP of the Opposition Awami
league with his followers had

- taken shelter in South Tri-.

pura’s Belonia subdivision
immediately after the 1 Octo-
ber elections last year in
Bangladesh. He has already
left Tripura.

A local daily today carried a
story which said Bangladesh
h4d already tipped off India

garding the matter. Two

angladesh government offi-
cials in their recent visit to
New Delhi and Calcutta had
given an impression to the
Indian authorities that Dha-
ka might hand over a number

aktivists of the northeast reb-
el\groups operating in that
country “if Delhi shows readi-
ness to extradite the prominent
Awami league leaders who
have taken refuge in India.”
The LF spokesman refused
to give credence to the story.
He felt, the handing over of
the NE rebel activists should
not be conditional under any
circumstances as its involved
question of security and integ-
rity of India. He said an influ-
ential lobby of the ruling alli-
ance in Dhaka had already
projected the insurgency as
the “struggle by indigenous
groups for a sovereign home
land in northeast.” The lobby
has pressurised Bangladesh
to extend moral and material
support to the NE insurgents.
Earlier, Tripura chief minis-
ter Mr Manik Sarkar wanted
the centre to persuade Dhaka
to hand over some of the
prominent leaders of the NE
rebel units operating in that
country to the Indian author-
ities on the lines of New Del-
hi’s asking Islamabad for ex-

gadmon of select mlhtants

Mr Sarkar complained when
the centre was bringing the en-
tire focus on Pakistan backed
insurgency along border of
Jammu and Kashmir, the sit-
uation in northeast was being
undermined by New Delhi.
The situation here was equally
alarming as the Islamic, Chris-
tian and Hindu militants were
getting an easy flow of funds
and supply of sophisticated
arms and explosives from ISI
and other foreign agencies.

Mr Sarkar told the Union
home ministry that the NE
rebel groups had stepped up
their activities in the border
areas opposite Tripura follow-
ing recent political change
over in that country.

The Tripura rebel groups
including the outlawed Na-
tional liberation front of Tri-
pura, the All Tripura Tiger
Force and the Borak Nation-
al Commando Force of Tri-
pura were now running a to-
tal of 51 camps along the
state’s border with Comilla,

Chittagong Hill Tracts
Sylhet, he alleged.
pd
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Chetia seeks

asylum in
Bangladesh

Ulfa chairman undergoing a
six-year prison term in Dhaka,
has sought political asylum in
Bangladesh. He has routed his
application to the Bangladesh
government through the law
firm of Barrister Najmul Hu-
da, who is a minister in Begum
Zia’s Cabinet holding charge
of transport and communica-
tions, and his wife Mrs Sigma
Huda’s non-government hu-
man rights organisation.

The Ulfa chairman has
sought sympathetic considera-
tion from the BNP-Jamaat
government. Delhi has told
Dhaka that granting asylum
either to Chetia or some Tri-
pura tribal insurgents will be
an unfriendly act that could
harm bilateral ties.

Chetia, who will complete
his prison term in 2004, was
convicted in 1998 by a Dhaka
court for entering and staying -
illegally in Pangladesh and
possessing vast sums of foreign
currency whose source he
could not explain. He was ar-
rested from a flat in Dhaka
soon after Sheikh Hasina’s
Awami League was voted to
power in 1996. The arrest was
in keeping with Sheikh Hasi-
Af2’s policy not to allow the
North-east insurgents to set up
base in Bangladesh for anti-
India activities. This was in
contrast to the policy of the
previous BNP government
whose leaders had described
the Indian insurgents as “va-
liant freedom fighters needing
all our moral and material
support”.

An influential section within
the BNP government is plead-
ing for Chetia’s early release
and asylum which would help
Ulfa launch its overt and cov-
ert operations.

India has also conveyed its
displeasure over the BNP gov-
ernment’s refusal to hand over
Sanjib Deb Barma, a dreaded
activist of the All' Tripura Ti-
ger Foree responsible for sev-
eral massacres of non-tribals
in Tripura. The diplomatic
protest was lodged when

Torn to page 6
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Chetia:
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(Continued from pagé 1

Sanjib was relgased before he
-completed his prison term. He
Wwas set free following a writ
filed by Mrs Sigma Huda’s
-NGO . He was handed over to
the NGO for safe custody.

Mr Pinak Chakroborty,
Indxa’§ . deputy high
commissioner in Dhaka, said
over phone: “We have told
Dhaka that both Chetia and
Sanjib-should be handed over to
us as they are wanted in
numerous criminal cases in
India. We are handing over the
papers to buttress our demands,
Begum Zia’s government has
assured us that it would not
allow Bangladesh territory to be
used by Indian insurgents. JWe
are keeping a close watch on

what follow-up action they t
on both Anup and Sanjib”).l /2 /
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India, Baggladesh
“discuss border

¢ 10 klllmgsm 5
DHAKA, March 23. - {Top
border security officiald of
India and Bangladesh today
discussed Kkilling of each
other’s nationals at the bor-
ders and illegal entry by citi-
zens from both sides.

BSF director-general Mr
Gurbachan Singh Jagat led a
12-member team for the
talks with BDR director-gen-
eral Mr Rezakul Haider and
his 20-member team. This is
the first meeting at the high-
est level of the border forces -«
of the two countries after the
last year skirmishes which
left 16 BSF and three BDR
personnel killed.

The three-day Border Coor-
dination Conference of India
and Bangladesh, which be-
gan today, discussed killing
and wounding of nationals of
both the countries and illegal
entry by citizens from both
the sides into each other’s
territories, BSS news agency
reported. The meeting will
conclude on Monday. — PTI -

1o
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Mischievous campaign
b(\’abangladgﬁyr%fnfisﬁmfmdia ASAY

t is incredible that a senior cabinet minister of Begum Zia’s
government could speak the language of Pakistani leaders
since 1971 accusing India of splitting Pakistan to create Akhand
Bharat. That home minister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury, a re-
tired -air force chief, could warn his countrymen that India A
posed a threat to Bangladesh if it reeled under socio-political
and economic instability reflects the the mindset of the gov-
ernment. This is a first for Bangladesh politicians. Was the
struggle for power between.the two wings of Pakistan of India’s
making? Was India behind Yahya Khan’s genocide to suppress
* the popular mandate of the 1970 election? Did India, following
the worst manmade bloodbath of 25 March; influence the
World Bank in describing Kushtia, which was 90 per cent des-
troyed, as “the My Lai of the west Pakistani Army?” Was India
responsible for perpetuating the brutalities killing more people
in East Pakistan than the Vietnam and Middle East wars? Did
Delhi instigate the holocaust forcing the exodus of 12 million
refugees into India? Has any country for nine long months
staggered under such a load which cost Rs 800 crores for any
selfish reason? Didn’t Pakistan try to solve its political and
minority problems at the expense of India and on Indian soil?
The answer that Pakistan broke itself up and India was left fac-
ing the consequences is well known to Altaf Hossain Chow-
dhury. He also knows that the problem was dumped on India.
India took upon itself what should have been the concern of the
international community. Chowdhury knows that Bangladesh
was a product of the misdeeds of successive Pakistani regimes.
Chowdhury’s reference to the Indian threat is mischievous
. and betrays a design to stir up a fresh hate-India campaign to
* suit thes BNP-Jamat alliance’s political agenda. As the Indian
" foreign minister Swaran Singh told the UN Security Council on
. 12 December 1971: “If India at any time had harboured any
designs of territorial aggrandisement in what is now
Bangladesh, these designs would surely have been manifested
in the Indo- Pakistan conflicts of 1947-48 and 1965;///
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‘Dhaka restricts coal
1mport from India il

Imran Rahman 07
Dhaka, January 15

THE KHALEDA ZIA Govern-
ment of Bangladesh has
imposed a five per cent regula-
tory duty on coal imports from
India in a bid to raise revenue
earnings and imports.

“This will increase in the
consumption of locally-pro-
duced coal,” officials of the
Commerce Ministry said in
Dhaka today.

With this, duty and taxes on
industrial coal imports will be
33 per cent, including 15 per
cent import duty and 15 per cent
value added tax (VAT). The reg-
ulatory duty will bring roughly
50 million taka as additional
import revenue from coal.

Coal is mainly imported from
India and the volume was worth
740 million taka in 1999-2000
financial year, from which the
National Board of Revenue
earned roughly 210 million taka
as import revenues.

Revenue officials said there
was no reason to think that min-
imum regulatory duty would
hike the prices of imported coal
in Bangladesh’s markets.

A Commerce Ministry offi-
cial justified the imposition of
regulatory duty saying that
some sort of restriction should
be imposed on coal imports to
encourage use of Bangladeshi
coals. Barapukuria coals are

superior in quality than those

imported from Indian state of

Meghalaya, which is cheaper.
On the other hand, the much-

talked-about Barapukuria
coalmine project in Dinajpur
district is expected to go on par-
tial production in June this year
and full production by October
of the year 2004.

The first production of coal
from the mine will start coming
up from June this year and con-
tinentally from October of 2003,
while the full production from
the first phase will commence
by October of 2004, officials of
the project said. With churning
out coal from the project for the
first time, Bangladesh will be
joining the league of coal-pro-
ducing countries in the world.

Works on the development of
Bangladesh’s first coal mine are
going on full swing to start par-
tial production by the stipulated
time. The Barapukuria coal
filed has a mineable reserve of
more than 270 million tons and
the recoverable reserve of 84
million, according to a survey
carried out by China National
Machinery Import and Export
Corporation, known as CMC
and Wardell Armstrong Limit-
ed, consultant to the prqject.

The Barapukuria coal mining
project is being implemented by
the CMC on suppliers credit of
$109.235 million.. Managing
Director of the Barapukuria
Mining Co Limited, a subsidiary
of the State-run Petrobangla
Golam Mostafa expressed the
hope that partial production
would start by June this year.
Mission chief of CMC Chen
Yuyu hoped that he would hand
over the project to Bangladesh
after successfiil completion by
the stipulated time.

Experts have termed the coal
find in Barapukuria minefield
measuring 5.5b square kilome-
ter as high quality with low sul-
phur, ash and inherent moisture
ideally suited for power plant
and industrial uses without
washing.Golam Mostafa said
the coal of the Barapukuria coal
mine would be much cheaper
than the to coal which was now

being imported from Iny
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ANGLADESH Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia fan-
cies herself playing the
role of a mediator be-
tween Indian Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and Pakistani Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf. She tried to
convey the impression that she was
“ideally suited for it,” when she
talked to me at Dhaka a few days be-
fore the SAARC summit. Appar-
ently, she did not succeed at Kath-
mandu although she met both of

made no reference to the attack on
the Indian Parliament but men-
tioned the September 11 carnage in
| her prepared speech at the summit.
*  Still I found Khaleda less anti-In-
“dia than in the days when she was
pri-me minister earlier. Most of her
observations at that time would be
laced with her anti-India bias. She
assured me a year ago, when she was
in the wilderness that she would not
indulge in anti-India rhetoric if she
returtied to powet. That probably
explains why she did not make India
an issue in the last election, which
despite rigging, went convincingly in
her favour. Khaleda seems to have
matured over the years. Her words
are now measured and her remarks
show that she has thought things
out. She remains unruffled even
when provocative questions are put
to her. Yet, she has an imperious

tures herself on domestic issues.
Her predecessor Sheikh Hasina
continued to retain the common
touch during her tenure as prime
minister even though she became
impatient and somewhat authoritar-
ian in the latter half of her office.

~ “I am not going to allow any nui-
sance this time,” said Khaleda. Her
hatred for Hasina still remains im-
placable. Khaleda had in mind
Hasina’s announcement that the
Awami League, which Hasina
heads, would initiate a public agjta-
tion to demand fresh polls. Khaleda
said “they organised a hartal during
the holy month of Ramadan but it

them there. It is significant that she

flourish in the way she talks or pos-

- was a big flop.” She seemed to bring

in the word ‘holy’ to underline her
religious fervour, which she is trying
to revive in a country that has been
settling to a secular ethos in the past
few years. She has already visited
Mecca twice, the first time she de-
layed even the formation of her cabi-
net to offer her thanks at the holy
shrine. I was struck by the photos of

-Sheikh Mujibur Rahman still hang-

ing on the wall of the waiting room
adjacent to the prime minister’s of-
fice. The credit for this
goes to her able law
minister who report-"
edly pointed out to her
at a cabinet meeting
that there was a law,
enacted by the Hasina
government, to punish
those who pulled
down Mujib’s pictures
from government of-
fices or public places.

KuLbip NAYAR

wake of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party’s (BNP) victory. Her explana-
tion was that it happened mostly at
the time when the caretaker govern-
ment was in power. The other argu-
ment she advanced was that it was the
“doing of the Awami League,” which
expected the Hindus to vote for it but
“pounced upon them” when it found
they had voted for the BNP. “You can
ask the Hindus,” she said. “Ishall give
you their names.” When she saw that I
looked unconvinced, she said that she
had ordered a judicial
inquiry. She went onin
the same vein to put
the blame on the Aw-
ami League. (The Aw-
ami League has al-
ready held an inquiry
and has found the BNP
and its ruling allies, the
Jamaat-e-Islami and
other extremists, “re-
sponsible for the kill-

.

&

While answering questions on relations with
India, Khaleda Zia was equivocal. But she took
care to see there was no anti-India remark

There may be an amendment to the
law so that the photos of Mujib and
Khaleda’s husband, Zia-ur Rahman,
can be displayed together. In the
meanwhile, she has ordered the re-
moval of Muyjib’s picture from
Bangladesh currency notes.
Khaleda has also stopped official
holidays on Mujib’s birthday and the
day on which he was assassinated. I
asked her, why? First she tried to ra-
tionalise the order on the grounds
that there were too many holidays in
her country. But then she was frank
enough to justify her action by saying
that they (the Hasina government)
had cancelled the holiday on Septem-
ber 7. It was the day when her hus-

.band took over the charge of

Bangladesh after a mutiny by army
jawans. Khaleda had no convincing
defence when I asked her about the
killing and looting of Hindus in the

ingsandlootings”.) - '

Incidentally, one of the two Ja-
maat ministers is in charge of the so-
cial welfare ministry, which is sup-
posed to look after the Hindu
community as well. Asked how she
reconciled herself to the pro-Taliban
stand by the extremist parties when
Bangladesh was part of the coalition
against terrorism, she said the parties
were free to have their own policies.
“They never brought up the matter
at the cabinet meetings nor had they
aired any differences at the govern-
ment level,” she said. It was, indeed,
comical that the BNP’s extremist
partners denounced America day in
and day out and yet supported as part
of the government Khaleda’s pro-
nouncements against Al-Qaeda and
‘Osama bin Laden.

‘While answering questions on re-
lations with India, she was equivocal.

NDIAN EXPRE<S
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But she took care to see that there
was no anti-India remark. She said
that some irritants remained be-
tween the two countries. But she cor-
rected herself and said, “no irritants,”
only problems. She mentioned the
Ganga water treaty, which she said,
should be reviewed. But it would cre-
ate no problem because the treaty is
already due for review after finishing
the run of five years. The period
ended on December 31. 1 asked her |
point-blank to specify the problems |
between Bangladesh and India. |
“Tension on the border between the

police of both countries,” was her re- }
ply. I purposely mentioned whether |
she meant the Chittagong Hills Tract, }
Hasina’s commendable effort which
the BNP had characterised as a sell-
out to India. Khaleda said no and
made no other comment.

“I have invited Prime Minister :
Vajpayee to visit Dhaka and he has |
agreed to it,” Khaleda said. Asked if |
she would be visiting India soon, she ’
said that she had been invited but she '
has no immediate plans to travel to
India. She evaded a straight answer |
to the question of selling gas t6 India |
and allowing transiting its goods to :
the Northeastern states- through ‘
Bangladesh. I believe that talks on |
both subjects are in an advanced |
stage. At one time the BNP was ex- |
ploiting both points to foment anti- |
India feelings. It is now the Awami f
League which is warning the govern- ]
ment against selling gas to India. The ]

|

roles seem to have changed. The
BNP does not want to give the
Awami League any issue which it
may use to mobilise public opinion

against the government.
The other ministers, including
those in charge of foreign affairs '
!

and commerce, I met were positive
in their attitude towards India.
“We want the best of relations with
New Delhi,” they said. They wa-
nted close trade relations and uni-
lateral tariff concessions from In-
dia. They had their doubts whether
it would do so. Khaleda reportedly |
shares their fears. €




Dhaka seeks

review of ',

ff)’O

water treat

Imran Rahman sgo')w

Dhaka, January 3

BANGLADESH WATER Resou-
rces Minister L K Siddiqui said
the country would soon seek a
meeting with India for a review
of the water treaty signed in
1996.

The experts have begun
preparing a dossier containing
technical data to tell India that
Dhaka is not receiving its share
of the Ganga river water as
agreed upon in a 30-year treaty
signed by the Sheikh Hasina
Government, Siddiqui said.
Bangladesh would insist on a
guarantee clause in the treaty so
that the country receives its due
share, in view of heavy illegal
withdrawals in the upper stream
in India, he said.

The 1996 Indo-Bangladesh
treaty does not provide any guar-
antee of Dhaka’s share in the
Ganga water. The water-sharing
treaty between Bangladesh and
India has in the meantime
marked its sixth anniversary
amid allegations that the flow of
the Ganga water down to
Bangladesh rarely picked up in
the last five years as envisaged in
the accord. The accord covers the
dry season beginning from Janu-
ary 1 to May 31every year.

Many parties including the
then opposition BNP and
Jamaat-e-Islami opposed the
treaty signed by Indian Prime
Minister Deve Gowda and
Sheikh Hasina in New Delhi.
But Bangladesh did not get its
due share during the last five
years particularly the first and
the fifth years,

According to the accord,
Bangladesh is supposed to

receive 29,688 cusecs of water in

v .

the last ten days of March but it
was only 16,528 cusecs in 1997,
However, the flow of water. in
1998, 1999 and 2000 was reason-
able,” said an official of the state-
run Water Development Board.
But again in 2001, Bangladesh
did not get its share from Janu-
ary 31 to May 10, resulting in the
closure of the massive Ganga-
Kobadak Irrigation Project in
Bangladesh due to sharp fall in
the water level of the Padma
river.

The experts said the mighty
Padma river has dried up and
turned into a narrow canal.
Meanwhile, two Indian represen-
tatives arrived in Bangladesh to
watch and record the water flow
of the Padma at Bheramara in
Kushtia district. An estimated 40
million Bangladeshis are depen-
dent on the Ganga water

PM T0 DISCUSS BANGLA
MINORITIES WITH KHALEDA

PRIME MINISTER Vajpayee on
Thursday expressed concern over
reports of atrocities on the minori-
ties in Bangladesh, and said he
would take the matter up with
Bangladesh Prime Minister Khaleda |
Zia during the Saarc summit begin-
ning tomorrow in Kathmandy,

“The  reports emanating
from Bangladesh pertaining to
persecution of minorities are a mat-
ter of concern, The issue will be
faken up with Prime Minister Khale-
da Zia,” Vajpayee told a news
conference in Lucknow before leav-
ing for Kathmandu. “They (the
Bangladesh Government) have
initiated some action but they are
not sufficient.”

PTI, Lucknow
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George loo
into bordér
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KOLKATA, Feb. 11. — The de-
fence minister is inquiring into
reports of indiscriminate fencing
along the Indo-Bangla border in
North 24-Parganas district.

Mr George Fernandes, in a
recent note to Mr Pankaj Bane-
rjee, leader of the Opposition,
has informed that he has in-
structed officials to look into
whether fencing was being done
in a proper manner. Mr Bane-
rjee had expressed his concern

- over the issue to the defence
minister, stating that indiscrimi-
nate fencing would lead to shift-
ing of thousands of people from
Bongaon, Bagda and Gaighata
to Bangladesh. Following this,
Mr Fernandes has informed the
Opposition leaders that he is
“having the matter looked into.”

Fencing is supposed to be
within 150 yards on both sides or
what is commonly described as
“no man’s land.” But people of
Gaighata and Bongaon complain
that intrusions are being made
into villages for erecting fences.
This could lead to displacement,
the villagers fear. They urged
Mr Jyotipriya Mallick, Galghata

MILA, to take action. i
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