No de-escalation: Fernandes

Ry Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, MARCH 30. There is
no possibility of  de-escalation
on the India-Pakistan border till
the two most important out-
standing issues are resnived by
Pakistan, the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, said here an
Sawarday. 9 4 M&n
Speaking“to presspersons af-
ter handing aver ta the indian
Air Force mwo Advanced Light
Helicopters (ALH) — christened
Dhruy by hine - at the Hindus-
tan Aeronautics Lid (HAL), Mr.
Ferpandes said that Pakistan
was yel to end cross-border rer-
rurism  originating from that

country. “Bven today there was
an atlack on a BSF camp by a
hanned terrorist outhit head-
gquartered in Pakistan ” he add-
ed. The second issue was [ndia's
demand for handing over 20
wanted terrorists  for  which
there was a negative respense
from that country.  qf)-4 %p
“Pakistan  claitns  some "o
those in the 1ist are irs citizens
but there are others who are Ia-
dian citizens wanted for crimes
committed in our country and
they are living in a ‘roval stvle’
in Pakistan. We want them
handed over o ctand rial
hete,” he said, :
Pakistan was supposed e be

P""?:f,lbw%
invaived int

international werrorist,
bin Laden, he added.

Mr. Fernandes said there was
reason to believe that some out-
fits of the Al-GQueda and the Ta-
fiban, which fled Afghanistan,
had moved inte Pakistan and
were using that country us @
transit routa to Kashindr.

Asked about the 157 sup-
gestion that India and Pakistan
hold 1atks 1o end tension. he
sakl: "Moot when the LeT s an a
kiting-spree everyday in Kash.
mir. The international coalition
against terrorism should ob-
serve she same ground rales for
every nation.”
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~“Enough evidence given to. Pak

(\6 i) By Vinay Kumar HQ/

NEW DELHI MARCH 24. Notwithstanding the
claim Uy the Pakistani authorities that In-
dia had 1wt pravided “concrete evidence”
against those named in the list of 20 wani-
ed terrorists and criminals, the Central Bu-
reau  of  Investigaton  (CBI}  today
maintained that the evidence given o Isfa-
mahad was enough for taking action.

Well-placed B} spurrces said thar a
number of those in New Delhi's list were
Indian nationals and that there shouid be
no difficudty in deporting them. Sources
said three parwmeiers needed (0 be fulfilled
while assessing the evidence — establish-
ing the ideniiiv of those wanred, details of
the cases registered by the police and In-
terpol Red Carner Alert notices  issued
against them,

The list, given to the Pakistani Deputy
High Comumissioner here on December 31
tast, includes the names of five hijackers of
the 1C-814 flight of the Indian Airlines com-
mandeered 1o Kandahar in December
1999, All the five happened to be Pakistani
nationals and their identities with detaits of
their addresses in Pakistan had already
been given to the Federal Investigating

Agency (FIA) of Pakistan by ihe CBI
through Diterpod. In the case of the Pakista-
ni hationals, the least the authorities in Is-
lamabad could have done was to put them
under arrest on the basis of the Interpol
Red Corner notices. As a member-country
of the Interpol, there is an international
obligation upon Pakistan to arrest those
against whom notice has beep issued, The
notice is issued by Interpol headguarters
only after it is satisfied that prima facie
evidence against the wanted person exists.

“The law enforcing authorities in Pakis-
tan have shown no inclination even to ar-
rest the hijackers of the Indian Airlines
plane. The arrest is a preliminary stage af-
ter which the pvidence supplicd by the CB!
could have been placed before an extradi-
tion court. 1t is for the caurt to decide upon
extradition of wanted criminals. The court
could have weighed the evidence and even
decided against the extradition plea,” (Bl
sources argued,

Thev cited the example of the Bolivwood
music dircctor, Nadeem, who was named
as accused in the Guishan Kumar murder
case and whose extradition was sought
from the U.K. but a Londan court exam-
ined the evidence and turned down I[ndia’s

request t s an Indian
national.

All the five accused in the 1993 Bombay
serial blasts, including Dawood lbrahim,
Tiger Memon and Chotta Shakeel, are [Indi-
an nationals and their deportation to India
should have posed no problems, sources
said. Both the cases — Bombay blasts and
IC-814 hijacking — were investigated by
the CBL

Two Babbar Khalsa activists, wanted for |
the assassination of the former Punjab |
Chief Minister, Beant Singh, are also on the |
list. Nine of the accused are lodged in jail |
and are facing trial in the case prabed by
the CBI. The crucial factor of establishing |
the identity of a criminal wanted by India !
from another country came to the fore re-
cently when Indian authorities failed to
conclusively pin down Abu Salem's identity
and passport details which prompted the |
UATL authorities to let him oft the hook. |
Similarly, the delay in judicial proceedings
also prove too dear. Maulana Masood Az- |
har and Omar Sheikh, both Pakistani na-
tionals, who were freed in exchange for .
hostages in the hijacking case, had spenta !

ugh \1r l\adeem

number of vears in Indian jails witBout fac-
ing a complete trial. !
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HT Correspondent & PTI
Shimla, Morch 24

HITTING BACK a1 Pervez
Musharraf's Pakistan Day
speech, Atal Bihayi Vajpay-
ee an Sunday warned Pak-
istan to stop cross-border
tervorisin and declaved that
it would never be allowed to
gain control over Kashmir

Speaking at a function
marking the completion of
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister P K Dhumal’s four
vears in office, Vajpayee gaid
Pakistan was wider pressure
to hieed the chorus against
terrorism. He said Pakistan,
which could nof retain con-
trel over the erstwhile Fast
Pakistan, is now keentio gain
cantrol over Kashmiy

He said the recent attacks
an Parliatment and Jamma
and Rashmir Assembly did

naot indicate that Pakistan
was looking for friendly rela
tions with India, no matter
what its public posturing is.
He conmumended the security
forces for repelling the attack
on Parliament, saying they
prevented a major bipodshed.
The Prime Minister's
warning to Pakisian came
amid reports that the IS
would 1ry to push erstwhiie
Taliban forces evacuated
from Afghanistan into the
State this summer 10 boost
militancy.  Senior Jammu
and Kashmir police officers
sav some wireless inter
cepts and confessions of ar-
rested militants suggested
that 187 had “rehabilitated”
the Taliban in Bagh, Kotii
and Mirpur areas of PoK.
“We have information that
Pakistan will push these Tal-
iban forces into the State

; 5 killed in Jammu
{

{
{
{
| TWO  MILITANTS and |
5 three policemen were |
killed in separate encoun- |
{ ters in Jammu on Satur- }
i day night. Hizbul leader |
| Mukhtiar Ahmed was)
killed in an encounter in |
Poonch district. In anoth- |
er encounter in Rajouri i
three policemen and a |
Lashkar-e-Tavyeba mili-
tant were killed.
PTL, Jummu

during the summer because
primarily it wants to keep
them out of ifs soil because
of the international pres-
sure,” sald a senior officer
“The second reason is,
the 151 desperately wanss to
increase the lavel of vio-

orget J &K, Atal tells Pak

lence in the State, which has
been comparatively low of
late. The State polls are
scheduled later this vear
and Pakistan desperately
wants to project a picture af
popalar discontent with the
poll process.”

Taj secnrity: Special troops
and police are guarding the
Taj Mahal following a threat
from Pakistan-hased terror-
ist outfit Jaisti-e-Mo-
hammed o biow up the
monument along with other
historic monuments in the
country. acds PT1.

Securitvmen had been de-
ploved iu the Taj avea fol-
lowing interception of &
message from the JeM that
it would be blown up along
with the Qutub Minar India
Gate and Charminan an of-
ficia) said.

Pak official’s remarks peevé militants

Vlubashlr Zaidi
_Mamabad Marchz 24

TEE MUTTAHIDA (Uniwed) Jihad
Counci], an umbrela alliance of mil-
itant groups af Washmir has ac-
cused Pakisian's newly appointed
National Kashmir Committee Chair-
man Sardar Abdul Bayyum Khan of
creating misgivings abhout jehadis
and eriticising their role in Kashmir.

“India has bheen trying in vamn
since long to creafe misgivings be-
tween the mujahideen and the free-
dom-seeking Kashmiris, but it seems
that this task has now been taken up
v the NKC chairman,” a spokesman
oy the alliance said in a statement is-
ued 1n Muzaffarabad, the capital of

akistan-occupied Kagshmir
The spokesman said Qayyum was

& Al-Jehad resurfaces

' PRO-PAKISTANI OUTFIT al-Jehad |

f hasresurfaced in Kashmir and has +

| warned pegple not to 1ake part in

! the Assembly elections, The outfit, |

| in a statement said on Sunday: “We i

i have not rendeved sacrifices for |

§ power and our struggle is based on |
j the goal of freedom.” 1

; PTI Srmagm

L !

backing up India’s attempis to
bracket the freedom struggle with
terrorism by resorting to mud-siing-
ing against the freedom fighters.
The MJCs reaction was to
Qayyvum's latest outhurst against
the jehadis in one of his interviews

given to a national Urdwu daily in
which he said that the activities and
loyalties of Jaish-i-Mohamimad had
always been  suspect.  Sardar

Qayyum was appointed chairmat of

the commitiee in January by Presi-
dent General Pervez Musharraf. On
the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, he told the
paper that though it's top leadership
mostly comprised sincere people,
rogue elements have crept in.

“According the status of a hero to
Masood Azhar was a mistake, like
the Jamaat-i-Istami had done incase
of Mast Gul (in 1995). Today Gul
might be pushing drugs some-
where,” Sardar Qayyum said.

Mast Gul was associated with the
Hizbuwl Mujahideen and shot to faine
in 1995 when the shrine of Charar-e-
Sharief in hald Valley where he and

some other fighters had been holed
up, was burnt 1o ashes by the ndian
forces. Later, he guit Mujshideen
and joined some ofbher group.

The MJC spokesman came down
heavily on the commitiee chief for
the “character assassination of free-

dom fighters”.

“His contraversial starements are
raising a guestion on the Kashmir
policy of the Gouvernmment of Pak-
istan.” The spokesman said the peo
ple of Kashmir could not make their
movement subservient 1o the agen
da of any individual.

The WKashmir committee. he
said, was set up 1o evolve a nolicy
regarding the freedom tmoverment
but the chairman is taking up the

task left incomplete by the {ndian
Governiment, /
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‘NO SIGNS OF CHANGE IN ATTITUDE’

(V,
By Our St
GURGAON (HARYANA), MARCH 23,
Pakistan must  immedijately
fulfil the Ave demands placed
by India if it wants 10 improve
bilateral relations.

Reporter

“Pakistan needs to act fast on
the five demands. It must stop
abetting terrorism by supply of
arros and ammunition to terror-
ist outfits. It should hand over
the 20 terrorists and criminals,
whose names have already becen
given to it, end infilrration and
stop supply of finances and
training to terrorists,”  the
Union Heme Minister, 1K Ad-
vani, said here today.

He was speaking after laying

the toundation [or a new train-
ing centre of the Central Re-

Pak. should act fast on
A+ five demands: Advani

serve Police Force at Kadarpur,

With forces of hoth sides de-
ployed along the Line of Con-
trol, Mr. Advani said infittration
by terrorists was “impossible”
without Pakistan’s support. He
came down heavily on Pakistan
for what he called “its adamant
approach of non-compliance”
on these demands. 1t had dune
nothing o show results on the
ground.

Asserting that there were no
signs of change in Pakistan's at-
titude 1o terrorism vis-a-vis In-
dia despite “big promises” by {5
President, Perver Musharraf,
Mr. Advani said India would
move for & dialogue only if the
demands were mel. He accused

7

P
A

Pakistan of fomeniing commuy-
nal disharmony in India after
being "cornered” by the inter-
narional community over thoeis

sue of "proxy war”

“Now thal Pakistan has been
cornered, it is trying 1o ingite
communal disturbances here.
Thercfore, not only the «ecurity
forces hut also each one of us
must contribure o nunniaining
harmony in the couniry ™

Pefending the Prevention of
Terrorism  (hrdinance (PO,
he said there was an urgem
need for such special faws
against  tervorism.  Even  the
Linited Nations Security Coun-
cil had stressed the formulation
of such laws in view of the "new
dangers”,

“The world realised e In-
dia’s concerns over jersism
were proving correct and felt
the necd for a united appreach
to defeat the challenge.” he
satd.  The  Securitv Council
passed a resolution on Seprem-
ber 28 asking the mernber states
to formulate "spocial” faws L
counter terrorism and cat the fi-
nancial supply lines of error-
ists, he said. “India is also taking
steps in this direcion.”

Referring 1o the new CRPE A-
cademy, which would e cam-
pleted over tho nest five vears,
Mr, Advani said there was need
for such a ventre to impart the
best training to CRP) persannel
and prepare them tor any kind
of eventuality. Considering that
carlier there was nu centraitsed
training centre and aiso that the
CRPF's strength had grown
manifold over the vears, Mr. Ad-
vani said the setting up of such
fentre woltld prove beneficial.



“Perver talks
tough bhut

fMNew  Delhd,
.

PERVEZ IUSHARHAF
used his Pakistan Day ad-
dress to renew the call for
talks with New Delhi, but
gualified it with the threat
of responding with an "un-
forgettable lesson” should
India think of using "the

language of force”.
(n New Delhi, a sm}::éﬁ/

person for the Ministry of
External Affairs brushed
aside the contents of the
address as "nothing new".

"All issues including
the Kashmir dispute
should be settied through
negotiations.” the Pak-
istan} president sald in a
10-minute address over
radio and TV on Saturday.

"But if India wants to
use the language of force,
it should not harbour any
doubts, .. Pakistati is capa-
ble of defending irself and
can thwart any aggres-
sion. f anyone dares to
challenge Pakistan, it
would be taught an unfor-
gettahle lesson.”

The spokesperson said
Musharrat had only re-
staterd  Pakistan's  "well-
worn” pogsition. "There is
really nothing new in what
he had o say today

Agencies
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»India, Pak. exchange fire . -

By Our Correspondent

JAMMU, MARCH 17. India and Pa-
kistan exchanged heavy mortar
shelling in the Samba sector of
Jammu region today.

‘. Ajawan was injured when Pa-
kistani troops unleashed heavy
mortar shelling from the Glar
Tanda border cutpost on an In-
dian outpost.

BSF  sources said Indian
troops fired in retaliation and
the exchange continued for four
hours.

- Panic gripped the Samba sec-

tor with people from the adjoin-
ing villages of Fakira Chak,
Sadoh, Ben and Glar migrating
to safer places. Some cattle were
also reportedly killed.

The J&K Government has
banned processions throughout
the Jammu district in view of
the situation in various parts of
the counuy after the ‘shila
dhan’ at Avodhya.

According to an order issued
by the Jammu District Magist-
rate, Rohit Kansal, no person
would be allowed to proceed
from Jammu to any outside area

for any ‘kar seva',

13 militants killed in
encounters

Thirteen  militants  were
gunned down by security forces
in separate encounters in the
State since yesterday.

Defence sources told The
Hindu that in Surankote area of
Poonch district security forces
gunned down two militants in
an encounter late fast night. The
slain militants were identified
as Abu Kamran (Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba) and Shahbaz (Al-Badr}.

In another encounter, securi-

WS
Fai

[

ty forces shot dead Aubir of the
HUJI outfit. They alsg shot dead
a foreign militant at Himber Gall
sector in Rajouri district last
evening, the sources added. The
forces busted a hideout in
Gambhir Mughlan near Rajouri
and seized 104 rounds of AK
ammunition, 17 rounds of PIKA
ammunition and a grenade.
Four foreign militants were
killed by security forces in a
fierce clash in the frontier dis-
trict of Kupwara last night. Four
AK rifles and five magazines
were recovered from the slain
militants, sources said.

L
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gﬁf 4 remarks

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 26, Pakistan has described as
“unfortunate” the remarks of the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, that the situation is not
conducive for the resumption of a dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, told a news conference here that
“all [ can say is it is unfortunate that Pakistan’s
very genuine and good offers of dialogue are
being interpreted like this. The entire interna-
tional community has appreciated Pakistan's
genuine offers. The Indian leaders should realise
that the best course of action is to sit across the
table and resolve all issues’”.

Mr. Khan was responding 1o a specific query
on Mr. Vajpayee's observations in Shimla on
Monday. The spokesman reiterated that Pakistan
desired peace and resolution of all differences
through dialogue.

The Press Secretary ta the Pakistan President,
Rashid Quereshi, who was also present at the
briefing denied suggestions that Pakistan had
pulled some of its troops frem the Indian bor-
ders for deployment elsewhere. It was for India
to initiate steps to reduce the tensions by with-
drawing troops and begin talks.

“There is very little change at the borders.
Pakistan has not pulled back any of it troops.
There may have been some adjustment made.
The border situation remained same,” he said.

He was of the view that there was “realisation”
among the Indian masses about the need for
de-escalation. “That is why the confusing and
self-contradictory statements are being given
from time 1o time. One hopes that better sense
prevails and concrete steps are taken to reduce
tension,” he said.

Asked if efforts were on to reduce tensions

Pak. regrets YVajpayee’s

on talks *|®

between the two countries, Mr. Khan said what- |
ever Pakistan had done was only in retaliation |
and in response to the steps taken by India for f
which Pakistan was not responsible. i

“We do not like the state of tension. We would
like reduction in tension. We have briefed the :
international community about it and our desire '
to resolve all issues through peaceful dialogue. i
That had its effect.”

He said the international community had
agreed with Pakistan’s stand and called for re-
duction of tension. “Our stand has been accept-
ed by international community. It is for them
(India) to undo a situation that they have cre-
ated. It is for them to take concrete steps.

There is not vet any step from their side that
could give any hope for reduction of tension. We
would like that to happen,” i

Mr. Khan said the ground situation had not |
been changed. The reality was that the entire |
Indian Army was deployed at the borders in an |
offensive posture. “So they have o take steps to
reduce tensions”. Pakistan had tried to bring |
down the temperatures, !

“We have continued to offer to resolve ali is- |
sues through dialogue. It is for India to respond !
and the ball is in their court.” i

Asked about Mr. Vajpayee's observation thar |
there was little chance of a conflict between In- |
dia and Pakistan taking a nuclear turn, Mr. Khan
said, “war is a deplorable thing and should be
avoided. The focus of the region should be on
peace and progress. Attention should be on
these issues rather than drumuming up war
hysteria™.

Major Gen. (Qureshi denied India’s claim that
nine Pakistan soldiers were killed in the recent
exchanges of fire between the 1wo countries. He
alieged that the Indian forces made such claims
only to account for their own casualties.

T™HE HINDU
27 Mir2m2



L.

’I@&(s only after cross-border
9%*terrorism ends: PM [y

By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpavee,
has said that talks with Pakistan
can begin only after it puts an

. end 1o cross-border terrorism.

“There is no basis for re-

« sumption of tatks till cross-bhor-

der terrorism  stops,”  Mr.

: Vajpayee said while speaking at

an Arya Samaj function at his
residence here today.

His remarks assume impor-
tance in the light of recent state-
ments from Pakistan
advocating resumption of dia-
lngue.

Mr. Vajpayee said that Pakis-
tan had been internationally
isolated and terrorism had re-
placed Kashmir on the interna-
tional stage, He praised the
Information and Broadcasting
Minister, Sushma Swaraj, who

was recently in Pakistan for for-
thrightly  projecting India’s
stance.

BJP ‘punished’
PTIL. UNI report:

Mr, Vajpayee said the BJP and
its allies were “punished” by
the clectorate due to their
“shortcomings™ in the recent
Assembly polls.

“lanata ne humein shavad
hamari kuch kamivon ka liva
saja di hai” !perhaps people
have punished us for some of
our shortcomings), he said add-
ing he hoped that BJP and its
allies would go in {or “self- in-
trospection”” so as 1o remove
the shortcomings to win back
the contfidence of the people.

Warns detractors

The Prime Minister warned
his political detractors against
deriving political mileage out of

Gujarat violence and sgid an in-
quiry had been ordered and the
truth would come out. it was lor
the first time that a communai
riot was brought under control
within 72 hours, Mr. Vajpayce
said.

Gujarat had witnessed com-
munal disturbances in the past
also, he said, explaining that bv
saving so, he was not trying to
justify the recent viotence.

He also added that he would
not like to say anvthing more as
Parliament sessicn was on and
he might be hauled up for his
utterances.

Mr.  Vajpavee  advocated
peaceful resolution of all prob-
lems in the country through
dialogue. “It is necessary that
whatever problems we have in
the country, eftorts should be
made to resolve them peaceful-

ly through talks."” /

-
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i <5 Withdraw troops on
f ‘ '~~border. UNHCR chief""

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 12. The Unit-
ed Natinns High Cormmmissioner
for Human Rights, Mary Robin-
son, has called for the immedi-
ate withdrawal of troops oo the
i Indo-Pakistan border and the
resumption of talks between
New Dethi and Islamabad.

In an informal chat with cor-
respondents here afier meeting
a delegation of Kashmiris, Ms.
Robinson said the de- escala-
tion of tension between India
and Pakistan would greatly help
address the human rights issue
in Jammu and Kashmir. She ex-
pressed concern over the “hu-
man rights violations™ there.

A delegation of the Pakistan
W‘ National Kashmir Committee

also called on Ms. Robinson and
apprised her of the dangers to

- the human rights of the people
!

in Kashmir in view of the ten-
sion and unresolved Kashmir
dispute.

The Committee, headed by
the former Prime Minister and
President of the Pak. Occupied
Kashmir (PokK), Sardar Qayyum,
briefed her on the initiatives
taken by the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, for defusing
tensien in the region and per-
suading [ndia to come to the
negotiating table to resolve all
issues, including Kashmir.

A three-member delegation
headed by the former Chief
Minister of Sindh and Pakistan
People’s Party leader, Sved
Qaim Ali Shah, also called on
Ms. Robinson. [t expressed
doubts about the “transparency
and fairness” of the elections
scheduled for October 2002, as
the Musharraf regime had re-
peatedly said that it would not

allow the former Prime Minister
and Pakistan People’s Party
chief, Benazir Bhutto, to come
to power. Ms, Robinson was ap-
prised of the “efforts of the mil-
itary regime (0 rmanipuiaic
these elections.”

A nine-point suggestion was
given to Ms. Robinson in re-
sponse to her question on hpw
to meet the challenge of the
election process and to restore
more confidence in the demd-
craiic process. The delegation
stressed the need for a truth angd
reconciliation commission  to
be set up.

The delegation also briefed
Ms. Robinson on the *‘victimi-
sation” of the PPP and its lead-
ership. She was also inforimed
about the concocted cases
against Ms. Bhutto, her hus-
band and other party leaders,
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Delhi accuses

Islamabad of

NEW DELHI, March 11. ~4 In-
dia today dubbed Islamabjad’s
suggestion of an extradition
treaty between two countries to
enable it to hand over 20 fugi-
tives as “delaying tactics”. Paki-
stan could take action on New
Dethi’s list of wanted criminals
under an existing mechanism, it
said.

New Delhi has said action on
some of the criminals in the list
could be a “starting point” of Is-
lamabad’s intent to take mean-
ingful action but it is nof good
enough for negotiations {o re-
sume.

An external affairs spokesper-
son said: “We have always advo-
cated composite dialogue to
cover all aspects of the bilateral
relationship to build mutual
trust and confidence but under
the present circumstances, you
do not see an atmosphere con-
ducive for talks.”

A 1989 agreement between
Pakistan’s federal investigating
agencies and the Central Burean
of Investigation provided “e-
nough scope™ for Islamabad to
take action on the Indian list,
the spokesperson said. There
are “existing arrangements” and
“practical mechanisms™ for this
purpose.

The two couniries do not re-
quire a new agreement to ensure
that their territory was not used
for terrorist activity as Article

il .

c!elaymg tactics

1(2) of the 1972 Shimla Agree-
ment already rtequires both
countries 0 prevent “organisa-
tion, assistance Or encourage-
ment of any acts detrimental to
the maintenance of peaceful and
harmonious relations”. Pakistan
just needs fo taken action in
consonance with the provisions,
“That is what we look to from
Pakistan,” the spokesperson
added.

The MEA clarified that Un-
ion 1&B minister Mrs Sushma
Swaraj had not promised re-
sumption of dialogue with Paki-
stan if Islamabad handed over
seven 1o ten of the criminals de-
manded by I[ndia and reduced
cross-horder terrorism by 30 to
50 per cent. Mrs Swaraj had just
said it could be a  “a swarting
point that could be construed as
an indication of intent from
Pakistan,

Action has to be taken on the
whole 1ist. So far, there has been
1o action whatsoever on any as-
pect from Pakistan,” the spokes-
person said. emphasising that
Pakistan would also need to stop
sponsoring cross-border {error-
ism.

The external affairs ministry
said Pakistan had not placed any
formal proposal of pulling out
additional troops deployed on
the borders since the 13 Decem-
ber attack on Parliament. “We
have t0 se¢ action on the ground
(relating to India’s central
concerns) béfore we conte
plate such issues”.

THE STATESMAN
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’b By Atul Aneja

NEW DERHI, MARCH 11. india today brushed aside a
Pakistanji suggestion for an agreement, by which
either side would deny the use of its territory for
cross-horder terrorism, and reiterated that Isla-
mabad had not responded positively to its de-
mand to check infiltration.

Responding to questions, the spokesperson of
the Ministry of External Affairs, Nirupama Rao,
said the proposal of the Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Abdul Sattar, through the media, had already
been addressed in detail under the 1972 Shimla
Accord.

According to Government sources, Pakistan
had put forward a similar proposal during the
SAARC summit in Kathmandu. India, however,
had said that instead of a joint statement — as
sought by Islamabad — a separate statement in
which Pakistan made an explicit reference to
cross-horder terrorism could be considered.
However, progress on the issue was stalled be-
cause in its individual draft, which was subse-
questtly given to the Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister, Brajesh Mishra, Pakistan had

India ‘no’ to Pak. proposal
o PR -}

avoided referring to cross-border terrarism.

India also described Pakistan’s advocacy of an
extradition treaty as “delaying tactics.”” Pakistan
could take action on the list of 20 fugitives provid-
ed by India under the 1989 agreement between
the Central Bureau of Investigation and Pakis-
tan's Fedceral Investigating Agency, Ms. Rao said.

By referring to the return of 7 to 10 fugitives out
of India's list of 20, the Information and Broad-
casting Minister, Sushma Swaraj, during her visit
to Islamabad, wished to highlight the point that
New Delhi would see such a step by Pakistan as
““a starting point and an indication of its intent”
for further action. According to the spokesperson,
Pakistan had not faken any action on the Indian
list of 20 criminals and terrorists so far.

On the reported remark of Pakistan's Interior
Minister, Moinuddin Haider, that Islamabad was
willing to re- prioritise the question of Jammu
and Kashmir during future discussions with In-
dia, she declined comment. However, she
stressed that New Delhi had been advocating the
conduct of a “composite dialogue” which cov-
ered eight subjects, including Jammu and Kash-
mir.
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India reject

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, March 11. — The defence
ministry today dismissed Pakistan's claim
that an TAF aircraft was attacked yesterday
for encroaching on the country's air space.
The ministry also soaght 1o end specufations
over an Incident on 19 February.

“No such incident has taken place,” the
afficial spokesman said, reacting to a state-
ment by Major General Rashid-Qureshi that
Pakistan forces had shot at an IAF plane
monitoring ground positions along the LoC
in Jammu and Kashmir. The statement did-
n't mention the specific sector in which the
incident occurred.

Meanwhile, breaking three weeks of si-

lence, EW mimstry 1oday sought 10

N

' Szl
scotch rumours”regarding the 19 February

incident in which an AN-32, piloted by a se-
aiot [AF officer, was dantaged by a ground
attack while flying over the Kargil sector.

An official staternent said there was “no
evidence whatsoever” of the. transport air-
craft having come under attack, directly or
indirectly, from ground fire by the Indian ar-
my. The statement said “the Indian Army is
assisting the [AF in every possible way in the
investigations to establish all facts.”

The statement follows media repotts say-
ing major differences had arisen between
the Army and the Air Force over the inci-
dent. The defence minister is understood to
have taken serious note of some “out of
turn” comments by senior officers that had
fuelled the speculation.

The “friendly fire” theory did the rounds

THE STATES!AN
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claim on IAF plane-

afeer the Army rejected the view that there

were mititants entrenched on the Kargil

heights who used a shoulder-fired missile to
tiack the AN-32 as it madc 45 landing ap-
roach to the airfield at Kargil.

Earlier, Air Force sources had rejected
speculation that the plane had been hit by
ground fire from across the LoC after it had
strayed close to the frontier, possibly in vio-
lation of a bilateral agreement on the flights
of military aircraft along the border.

While regretting the speculation when an
official inquiry was in progress. the MoD did
confirm that ibe aireraft had been hit and
damaged and had to divert wo the airfield at
Leh.

The incident is une of grave impottance

for it questions the utility of the new girfield
at Kargil for military Operaziuu/}
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. on guarantees from the United Nations and some of the

India looking for a

face-saving formula,

qﬁ_says Pakistan,, "
¢

By B. Muralidhar Reddy {\, (b

on the look out for a “face-saving” formula to send bac
troops to peacetime locations.

The Press Secretary to the Pakistan President, Rashid
Quereshi, told a news conference here that the threat of conflict
between India and Pakistan would persist as long as.the troops
were amassed on the border and the forces had the capability
to strike.

He was responding to a question on the assessment of the
Pakistan establishment over the current situation on the
borders. *‘Personally, [ believe India would like to withdraw its
forces. They are looking for a face-saving and not finding it”.

On whether Pakistan would be willing to withdraw its forces

influential countries, Maj. Gen. Quereshi maintained that
Pakistan did not believe in outside guarantee for its security
and safety.

He argued that if the design of the Indian Government
through deployment of forces was to coerce Pakistan or score
political points back home, it has not worked. "1t is evident that
the whole operation has proved to be counter productive”,

Mr. Quereshi said that whatever be the motives and desires of
the Indian Government on troop deployment, Pakistan would
only take into account the factor of capahility of the Indian
forces to strike and prepare accordingly fo safeguard its
interests.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
who was also present at the briefing, described the comments
made by the Information and Broadcasting Minister, Sushma
Swaraj, during her visit to Islamabad on Indian conditions for
resumption of talks as “‘unforrunate’.

Answering a question on Ms. Swaraj's statement that India
would consider resumption of dialogue only if Pakistan was
willing to address its concerns, Mr. Khan said the position of
Islamabad on the issue had been spelt out several times in the
last few weeks,

istamabad favoured an immediate reduction in tensions
through withdrawal of troops from the frontline position. India
should come to the negotiating table to discuss resolution of all
differences between the two countries,

Mr. Khan said Pakistan had already responded to the indian
demands and expressed its rcadiness 1o negotiate on all issues,
“The ball is in India’s court. We only hope better sense would
prevail on India and the international community would
continue (o pressure Delhi to resume the stalled dialogue,”
he added.




border

Dubai»’ Islamabad, Mar Iéx

r

TROOP DEPLOYMENT
along the India-Pakistan
border was a well consid-
ered decision, I&B Minister
Sushma Swaraj today said.
and the Army will not be
pulled back until the proper
conditions are created.

“It is not child’s play to
deploy the Army along the
border and then to with-
draw the soldiers.” she said
during her stopover at
Dubai after attending a
three-day meeting of Saarc
information and broadcast-
ing ministers in Pakistan.

The Army was deployed in
view of several factaors affect-
ing the country’s security
Unless the circumstances
that led to the deployment
change, there is no question
of troop withdrawal, she
said.

India had taken several
steps toward peace, includ-
ing the Lahore Summit, uni-
lateral  ceasefire after

RS

troop pullback

\I

SUSHMA SWARAJ

Kargil, resumption of train
services to Pakistan and an
invitiion to President Per-
vez msharraf for the Agra
Sumindl.

“But-Pakistan has been
trying consistently to create
the Hppression’ that India
was the belligerent side,”
she told:a breakfast meeting
organised by the Indian As-
sociation in Dubai. The
gathering included Indian

W

ambassador K C Singh and
Consul-General George
Joseph,

Before leaving Pakistan,

she said dialogue with Pak-
istan would not be resumed
unless Islamabad handed
over at least some of the 20
criminals and terrorists
wanted by New Delhi, and
stopped cross-border terror-
ism, : %
“India wilwait and see
the change: on the ground
situation before agreeing to
talks. If Pakistan hands
over saven to ten fugitives
wanted by us and brings
down cross border terror-
ism by 30 to 50 per cent,
then the relations can be
normalised,” she said.

She said Musharraf’'s re-
fusal to denounce “cross-
border terrorism” and insis-
tence on making Kashmir a
“core issug” stopped any i
positive development to-
wards improvement in Indo-
Pak relations.

PTI |
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T HAPPENEIA during

the visit of Sush Swa-
raj to Islamabad fr the
SAARC Information

Ministers’ Conference served to con-
vey a rather unhappy message — that
animmediate end of the India-Pakis-
tan standetf was not in sight. It was
an unintended message, communi-
cated at the very start of the meeting
with the highlighting of the issue of
India's ban on Pakistani overflights.
Not a good augury; for though Mrs.
Swaraj's trip was not meant to be an
occasion for bilateral discussions, it
could have been used by the two
sides for discreet, subtle inguiries on
mutually acceptable ways to break
the ice, It was not destined w be that
way.

The first visit of an Indian Minister
to Pakistan after the recent escalation
and could have been put to construc-
tive use. True, New Delhi had made it
clear that Mrs. Swaraj was to take part
only in the SAARC meeting and was
nat to engage in hilateral discussions
which could appropriately be con-
ducted by the Minister for External
Affairs or a funcrionary of the Minis-
try. There had been several instances
in the wortd where major diplomatic
moves were initiated through indi-
rect, informal channels and vielded
positive results. But there was an es-
sental pre-requisite — paolitical will,
Obviously, it was lacking in this case,
both in Islamabad and New Delhi

Given the intricacies ot the India-
Pakistan problem, every opportunity,
formal or informal, should be
grasped for finding a way out. Infor-
mal or preferably unpublicised back-
channel moves could yield better re-
sulis than formal conotacts, under
media glare. Had not such an iniria-
tive before and after the Lahore
meeting made considerable head-
wav? [l even survived the Kargil con-
flict but collapsed after the coup in
Islamabad. The Sushma visit could
have been used for paving the way for
same such initiative.

That ways need to be found for the

Lo

By K. K. Katyal

The first visit of an Indian Minister to Pakistan
after the recent escalation could have been
put to constructive use.

resumption of flights by the aircraft
of India and Pakistan over each oth-
er's territory — as also for re-starting
rail and road travel — had been the
subject of lively discusston in the past
few weeks. For instance, the issue
cropped up through informal com-
ments at Kathmandu in eaTly January
when delegates from Pakistan for the
meetings of the SAARC and South
Asia media conference complained
of the difficulties caused by the long
detours they were forced to make.
But il did not acquire the adversarial
dimension witnessed at Islamabad.
The Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, could have briefly re-
sponded to the Bangladesh Minis-
ter's complaint of the discomfort
caused to him for the journey to Isla-
mabad and avoided the theatrical
gesture — of an on-the-spot offer to
litt the ban if Mrs. Swaraj had the au-
thority 1o de so from the Indian side.
He need not have over-stretched the
point. On her part, Mrs. Swaraj could
have avoided labouring the techni-
cality that the SAARC, in the terms of
its charter, was not a fit forum for tak-
ing up bilateral issues. She could
have explained New Delhi's pesition
— as she did in the subsequent TV
interview.

That the ban an the SAARC taking
up bilateral matters should be re-
moved was the known position of Pa-
kistan and it had made use of every
SAARC summit to call for an amend-
ment of the charter, There was noth-
ing wrong in Pakistan — or, for that
maiter, any other member-country
— suggesting changes in the norms
of the SAARC's functiening but the
final decision rested on consensus,
which had been elusive. There was
no need for india to be touchy on this
subject. It could have just expressed
the contrarv viewpeint.What is the

outlook for de-escalation? Going by
the official stand of New Delhi, im-
mediate steps {or de-escalation seem
unlikely. This is evident fram the re-
capitulation of the positions taken by
the two Governments (without pass-
inga value judgment). First, the Indi-
an stand. The build-up on the border,
undertaken after the December 13
strike on Parliament House, was in-
tended o secure an end to cross-bor-
der terrorism. New Dethi did see a
bold depaiture from ihe past in Gen.
Musharraf's January 12 speech but
felt that the new orientation was
sought to be limited to the domestic
scene, leaving uncovered the Kash-
mir-specific activities of the mifi-
tants. Such references as “Kashmir is
in our blood” and reiteration of
“moral, political and diplomatic sup-
port to the Kashmiris” were seen as
continuation of the old approach and
hence a matter of concern. The as-
surances by Pakistan (and, at its in-
stance, by the J.8.) that the
anti-terrorism package of the Gener-
al was certain to have a beneficial ef-
fect on India failed to allay fears. The
real test was ta be the ground situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir. Officials
in New Delhi say they have not been
able to reach a firm conclusion, chief-
Iy because there is a drop in the level
of violence around this time of the
year hecause of the snowfall in the
region (which has been unusually
high now). In another two to three
menths, it would be possible to make
a correct assessment, Then there is
thelist of 20 wanted persons, given to
Pakistan some time back. At one
stage, there was some hope of Pakis-
tan talking to the Indian side on this
subject. 1slamabad was not prepared
to discuss the cases of six of them,
Pakistani citizens, and, by implica-
tion, appeared willing to talk about

) L "NDD

* A rtunity missed
e AN opportunity misse

the others. Subsequenty. however, it
had second thaughts — as such the
impasse continues.

New Delhi may be willing to relax
non-military emtbargoes — the sus-
pension of rail and read traffic, pro-
hibition of gverflights and recall of
the High Commissioner from 1slama-
bad — in the case of meaningiul dis-
cussion on the list. As for the
de-escalation on the border, New
Delhi insists on credible evidence of
efforts on the other side to check in-
filtration across the LoC. What [ndia
looks for is a sea change, not a statis-
tical comparison with the terrorist
activities in the past. It says it has a
vardstick 1o find whether irreversible
anti-terrorist steps had been taken.

The Pakistani view. The General
wenr a long way in addressing Indian
concerns, related to the December 13
attack. The organisations linked by
India with terrorist activities were
banned and their accounts seized.
There was a clear indicalion that Pa-
kistani territory would not be allowed
to be used as a springhoard for vio-
lent activities in India. As a resuit,
there had been a marked decline in
violence across the LoC, says Islama-
bad, citing, in support, the acknowl-
edgement of this point by senior
military officials. It sees signs of un-
announced second thoughts by New
Delhi, like the “clarification™ that the
freight traffic was nol covered by the
embargo on the rail journey, and re-
ports of de-alert on the border by the
Indian side (including the cancella-
tion of “no leave” and “no courses”
orders far the defence personnel} and
movement of administrative units
away from the border. With this evi-
dence of improvement, there is no
case, it says, for continued escalation.

The versions of the two sides are
conflicting. The Sushma visit ran into
difficulty. The political stances con-
tinued to be rigid. Butif the objective
reality has changed for the better, it
needs to be made known — and serve
as the basis for apprepriate diplo-
matic moves.

| ——_——.
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NEW DELHI, JAN. 30. Ruling out de-escalation
. along the Indo-Pak. border, the Prime Minis-
| ter, Atal Behart Vajpayee, today asked Pakistan
| to translate its promises on cracking down on
! terrorists into action.

“There is no such proposal at this juncture”,

. Mr. Vajpayee told presspersons here when
I asked if there was any move to withdraw or
reduce woops deployed on the borders follow-
ing mounting tension.

He was responding to queries after inaugu-
rating an exhibition on ‘Khadi - the fabric of
freedom’, sponsorcd by the Volkart Founda-
tion of Switzerland, at the Indira Gandhi Na-
rional Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) here.

Asked how long the Government would wait
for Pakistan 1o act oo its assurances of crack-
ing down on terrorists, he said, "we hope
there will soon heunilormity in its (Pakistan’s)
Yords and deeds (Hamein ummid hai unki
. kathni aur karni mein ekroopta ayegi)”.

* About India's next steps, Mr. Vajpayee said
the Government's ideas were being trans-
formed into well-knit plans and action was
being taken on the basis of these plans. “Ilam-
ara jo vichar hai woh yojana mein parivartit ho
" raha hai .._.Iske adhar par ham kam kar rahein
hain”, the Prime Minister said.

Mr. Vajpayee was non-committal on the
question of the Jharkhand Governor, Prabhat
Kumar, stepping down in the wake of the con-
troversy over his atleged links with a tainted
' businessman and the Opposition’s demand

* hig recall. “Aage jaisa hoga woh apke

samne ajayega (whatever happens will be in
fromt uf you}”, he said.

Prominent amang those present at the func-
tion were the Planning Commission Deputy
Chairman, K.C.. Pant, the Minister of State for
Small Scale Industries, Vasundhara Raje, and
the Delhi Chief Minister, Sheila Dikshit. After
New Delhi, the exhibition would be held in
Murnbat, Bangalore and Kolkata.

India to wait and
watch: Jaswant

LONDON, JAN. 30. India would "‘wait and watch”
Pakistan's steps to end cross-border terrorism
and abandon it as a matter of state policy be-
fore deciding on resumption of the Indo-Pak.
dialogue, the External Affairs Minister, Jas-
want Singh, said today.

I am waiting for developments and the cre-
ation of an atmosphere that facilitates dia-
logue. I would like to see developments in this
regard on the ground,” Mr. Singh said ad-
dressing a press conference here.”India’s re-
sponse for a dialogue has never been negative.
But whether Pakistan is serious about what i
declares or Pakistan Government's inten-
tions.. We will judge how Musharraf trans-
lates them into action on the ground,” he said
in reply to a question on the possibility of re-
sumption of Indo- Pak. dialogue.

Asked whether there had been a decline in
the infiltration from across the border in the

‘PAK. MUST TRANSLATE PROMISE INTO ACTION' |
~ PM rules out troop pullout for now

recent days, Mr. Singh said, “'there is consid-
erable [all. Tt is part of a paitern owing o the
heavy snowfall in the Kashmir and Jhelum val-
ley.”

When a correspondent asked whether there

was any link between the build-up ol [orces on
the border and the coming clections in Uttar
Pradesh, he said India had been combating
terrorism for over two decades.
He said India had been combating terrorism
for over two decades much before the Septem -
ber 11 terrorists allack on the (1.S. During th
last two decades “we had numerous elec
tions,” he said rejecting any such linkages.

To a question on the lest-firing of Agni, h
said it was part of a continuing missile devel
apment programme. Pakistan also had its ow
missile development programme and it ha
been getting considerable help from its neigh-
bour (meaning China).

Mr. Singh, who attended the Common-
wealth ministerial committee on terrorisim on
Tuesday. said he was glad that the Common-
wealth had added its distinctive voice for grea-
ter international cooperation (o combat
terrorism in a comprehensive manner.

Referring to his mecting with the British
Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw, Mr. Singh said
"we agreed that following Prime Minister, To-
ny Blair's recent, highly successful visit to In-
dia, we will work together to implement the
Delhi declaration, which provides a hlueprint
for the future partnership between India and
the United Kingdom™. — P11




“Ball in India’s court’’-

\}‘D Ap’\’ By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD \JAN. 22 Pakistan today termed as unfortu-
nate the stement made by the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpdyee, ruling out chances of talks between
India and Pakistan and accused New Delhi of com-
ing up with "'absurd excuses” not to engage in dia-
logue.

The Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
said at a news conference that India’s attitude was
unfortunate despite the “goodwill” shown by Isla-
mabad.

“We regret that once again India did not accept
our sincere offer,” Mr. Khan said in response to a
question on Mr. Vajpayee’s statement. “The ball is
now in India’s court,” he added.

Mr. Khan said the Pakistan President; Pervez
Musharraf, had extended the hand of sincere friend-
ship in Kathumandu and again in his message to Mr.
Vajpavee on the occasion of Republic Day of [ndia.

‘List not yet ready’

Mr. Khan maintained that the Iist containing the
names of fugitives it wants India to extradite is not
yet ready and the government is still in the process of
including names on the proposed list. “'we will have
the names once the list is ready”. This observation

jau
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by Mr. Khan is a clear indication that the Musharraf
Government is in a bind over the list.

‘Preposterous’

The Press Secretary to Gen. Musharraf, Ragh;d
Quereshi, speaking at the news conference, termed
as “preposterous” a report in the Washington Times
that during his recent visit to the United States the
Union Home Minister, LK. Advani, bad conveyed to
the Bush administration that India would like some
portion of the land on the Pakistani side of the Line
of Coniral to check infiltration. "No one has con-
veyed such a demand to us. 7f at all someone has
made such a demand, all T am sure they know that it
would never be conceded by Pakistan. It at all made,
it 1s a non-serious demand”, he said.

Maj. Gen. Quereshi was agitated over reports in a
section ot the western media that Osama bin Laden
was treated at a Pakistan military hospital for his
kidney problem a day before the September 11 at-
tack on the U.5. "I fai) te understand as to who is
feeding such absurd staries. Most of the time we
have traced such reports 1o New Delhi”, he said.

Maj. Gen. Quereshi also dwelt at length on the
charges made by India on the Kolkaia incident and
said that New Delhi had lost all credibility in the eves
of the world after several u- tuns on the American

isf i ady’”. This i Center shoot-out. /
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. Waiting for Pak. action: Brajesh Mishra

f]fﬂ, \ By Vaiju Naravane )(’{Q U\

PARIS, JAN. 2¢. The National Security Adviser
and Pringipal Secretary to the Prime Ministér,
Brajesh Mishra, today ruled out any immedi-
ate de-escalation on the border with Pakistan,

t{e said, “Pakistan needs to take visible
steps for us to be satisfied that what the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Musharraf, has said on
JTanuary 12 {about combating terrorisin and
fundamentalism in Pakistan) applies to India
as well. Gne of these steps will be handing
over terrurists 1o India. That will constitute
satid proof, The ather is stopping infiltration,
which is the mother of terrorism, into india.”

Addressing a press conference before the
start of the Indo-French strategic dialogue, the
8th session of which opens here tomomrow,
#r. Mishra said Pakistan had refused to hand
over the six Pakistani nationals who were on
india’s Hist of 20 tervorists.

“We can discuss that. But what about the
other 14 who dr/lndmn nationals? It will be
very easy fo/rbrfn to hand them over. That will

e

constitute concrete proof,” he said. 9 7\"

Mr. Mishra said India would "not act irre-
sponsibly”, India had been waiting for action
since Gen. Musharraf's January 12 speech. “As
soon as we detect improvement we will begin
10 de-escalate,” he said.

Asked whether India had a time-frame in
mind for Pakistan to give concrete proof of the
genuineness of its intentions, Mr. Mishra re-
plied, “No, we want to know whether they
have a time-frame.”’ He said he weunld not like
to speculate about India's stance if Pakistan
failed to fellow-up on its declarations.

Rejecting the contennon that the test- firing
of the Agni missile was “'provocative” in any
way, he said the test, originally scheduled for
December, was delayed because of the height-
ened tension between India and Pakjstan.

Mr. Mishra will be meeting Gerard Errera,
Director- General of the French Foreign Office
and President’s appointee for conducting the
strategic dialogue with India. He will also call
on the President, Jacques Chirac, and meet
the Foreign Minister, Hubert Vedrine.

I;Lr_f

hese exchanges take on added xmportan(:e
in the light of the terrorist atacks in India,
which, Mr. Mishra said, had clear links with
Pakistan. “'India and France have much, much
better understanaing than they have ever
had.” The French armaments industry is keen,
un incredsing anns sales o India and New
Delhi is reported to be considering the pur-
chase of French-muanufactured submarines.

The French artmamesits industry is looking
at the top-level military talks between India
ant Washington with some alarm. My, Mishra
made the point that India's trade with China
was larger than its trade with France. While
political and culiural refations were excellent,
the business relationship between France and
India had not 1aken off, France had openly
said it would back the bids of Japan, Germany
and India for a permaneny U.N. Security
Council seat. It has been mild in its condem-
nation of the Apni missile lest and would be
prepared to enter into civilian nuclear cog
ation if such a possibility arises.
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TOWARDS DE- ESCALATION OF TENSION

Pak. offers talks on phased

L

. Wwithdrawal of troops -\

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 29. For the first
time since the military build-up
on both sides of the border fol-
lowing the December 13 attack on
Parliament, Pakistan today made
a formal offer to India for talks on
a phased withdrawal of troops to
defuse the tension,

In a suo moru stalement at a
news conference here, the For-
eign  Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, said the offer was a
“sum-up and re-affirmation” of
his country's position on the ten-
sion. There are four ather compo-

Mr. Khan said that Pakistan
would not be the firse to initiate
“military action” along the Inter-
national Boundary and the Line
of Control. “However, if attacked
we would reply with full force,”
he asserted.

On the face of it, the offer of
talks for a phased withdrawal ap-
pears to be a reiteration of Isla-
mabad’s earlier stance, but it
certainly indicates its desire for an
early de- escalation,

The offer could be interpreted
as vet another effort by Pakistan
to tell the international commu-
nily that despite its persistent and

consistent measures to defuse the
tense atmosphere, New Dethi is
being adamant.

I can also be seen us a reflec-
tion of the pressure on Pakistan
on account of the military build-
up.

Diplomatic and political ob-
servers here believe that the costs
invnlved in mobilising thousands
of troops on the frontlines is prov-
ing to be a huge burden on the
resource-hit Pakistan.

By linking troop withdrawal to
resumption of a comprehensive
dialogue to resolve all outstand-
ing issues, including Kashmir, Pa-

kistan is scnding a signal thal
there could be no peace in the re-
gion as long as Kashmir remains
unresahved.

Rashid Quereshi, Press Secreta-
rv ta the Pakistan President, who
was present ar the news confer-
ence, said that on (he Pakistani
side the U.N. military observers
had ‘free access’ to visit any area.

“It is the Indians who do not let
them go beyond Srinagar because
they have something o hide,” he
alleged.

In response to a question on al-
lowing the peacekeeping troops

nents {sec box; to the statement
that essentially seeks India to
come to the negotiating table to
discuss all issues, including Kash-
mir,

‘Pakistan is willing for talks
with India on phased withdrawal
of troops on both sides from their
forward positions to their peace-
iime locations. Once an agree-
ment has been reached, troops
should be withdrawn in a specific
time-frame,” he said.

The other aspects

W Pakistan is willing to restore on a reciprocal basis air, rail and
road links severed on January 1.

8 Withdrawal of troops should be followed by a comprehensive
dialogue on Kashmir and other issues.

B The United Nations Military Observers Group on India and
Pakistan should be beefed up to credibly moenitor the 1.oC.

® New Delhi should allow human rights groups and international
media to monitor human rights record in Kashmir.

in Afghanistan w make use of
some of the facilities at Karachi,
Maj. Gen. Quereshi maintained
that there was no truth in the re-
ports,

“The Internationdl community
has preferred Pakistan for certain
facilities 10 the peacekeeping
troops in Afghanistan. Nothing
has been handed over to any oth-
er country, Every thing in Karachi
airport is under the control of Pa-

kistani authorities,” he saidg

Stop cross-border terrorism first: India

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, JAN. 29. India today rejected Pakis-
tan’s offer of talks for a phased pull out of
troops from the borders and reiterated that
tensions between the two sides could ease
only after Islamabad curbed cross-border
errorisim meaningfully.

Asked to comment on the statement of Pa-
kistan’s foreign office today, the spokesper-
son of the Ministry of External Affairs,
Nirupama Rao, said the
what is Pakistan prepared to do meaningfully
to address cross-border terrorism, infiltra-
tion and action on the list of 20, That is the
situation”,

Government sources here said that Pakis-
tan had to ensure that it curbed cross-bhorder
terrorism *“irreversibly” by destroying the en-
tire infrastructure that facilitated infiltration.
Pakistan should dismantle the Kashmir cell
run by the Inter-Services Intefligence.

In response to a question on the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s observations
in Raipur on Monday, the spokesperson said
there was no change in India’s position on
the status of Jammu and Kashmir. Parlia-
ment lB’d taken a position that the entire

“central issue is,

State belonged to India. This included Pakis-
tan- eccupied Kashmir and the Northern Ar-
eas. “This is a principled approach”, she said,
adding Pakistan was “sitting on territory be-
tonging to India and it had to be reminded
about certain home truths'. She, however,
clarified that India was not laying any new
conditions to improve relations with Pakis-
tan.

Official scurces here say that Mr. Vaj-
pavee's observations need to be seen in the
context of Pakistan’s "fixation” on Kashmir
as the central issue that is bedeviling rela-
tions between the two countries. India,
whenever talks begin, would wish to see the
revival the “composite dialogue” process
with Pakistan on eight issues, including Jam-
mu and Kashmir. India, in fact, may be in-
clined to prioritise discussions on Jammu
and Kashmir, provided Islamabad takes
meaningful action to counter terrorism,
Talks between the two sides on the sidelines
of the SAARC sumimit at Kathmandu, sources
say, could not make any headway as Pakistan
did not commiit itself against terrorism, while
advocating the revival of talks.

Keeping up tie pressure on Pakistan, the
External Affafrs Minister, Jaswant Singh, is in

London to participate in a meeting of the
Commonwealth Ad Hoc committee on ter-
rorism. This committee will look at imple-
mentation of the U.N. Security Council
resolution 1373 that demands that all coun-
tries root owt terrorism from their soil. India,
on its part, wants the international commu-
nity, under resolution 1373, to focus on Pa-
kistan to ensure that the latter takes
meaningful steps to curb terrorism. The
commiittee is also looking at ways to increase
intelligence sharing among the member
countries. During his stay, Mr. Singh is ex-
pected to hold discussions with his British
counterpart, Jack Straw.

In response to a question, the spokesper-
son said she was not aware of any move by
India to seek the impuosition of sanctions
against Pakistan, as part of its on-going "'dip-
lomatic offensive.” But India, she siressed,
was engaged in sensitising the world that it
had been compelled to take certain diplo-

matic measures against Pakistan following |
the December 13 attack on Parliament’

House, It was with the objective of presenting
its case, that teams of parliamentarians were

currently visiting key world capitals across
the globe. //

Y
d:“:“ii ‘-L]“ R
- n-.d \‘-A_.‘L

30 JAN 202




~Checking infiltration, Musharraf’s

19 2]y

WASHINGTON, JAN. 28. A hhlt to infiltration of
terrorists into Jammu and Kashmir and end-
ing their training will be the “litmus test” by
which India will judge whether the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharral, has abandoned
the use of terrorism as an instrument of state
policy, according to the Home Minister, LK.
Advani.

Mr. Advani said he cannot judge whether
Gen. Musharrafl has stopped training, arming
and financing terrorists. " But we can certainly
see whether infiltration has stopped or not.
That would be perceived, of course, over a
period of time, not immediately,” he said in an
interview to Newsiveek.

Mr. Advani, who was in the U.S. recently,
said he had no objection when asked if India
was agreeable 1o Gen. Musharraf handing over
the wanted fugitive, Dawood Ibrahim, to the
U.S. for trial. I have no objection. But, [ do
not think he would agree to that,” Mr. Advani
said and recalled Gen. Musharraf telling lim
in Agra in July last year that Ibrahim was not in
Pakistan.

He also recounted a Pakistani High Com-
mission official subsequently telling him that
“Gen. Musharraf was very upset when you
made him speak a blatant untruth in the pres-
ence of all hig offtcers”.

Asked whether the conversion of the Line of
Control into a permanent border would help
India and resolve the Kashmir issue, Mr. Ad-
vani said “if you are to discuss with an ad-
versary a contentious issue, you cannot start
with a position, which may be the agreed solu-
tion”.

On the issue of suggestions for converting
the LoC into an international border, he said
“I believe that when the Shimla Agreement
was carved out between {Zulfigar Ali) Bhutto
and Mrs. (Indira) Gandhi int 1972, after the last
war between the two countries, that was the
undeclared agreement. That was what I un-
derstand’.

Asked whether he supported the agreement,
he said "'l would think that if I were to say T
support it, it would mean 1 am going contrary
to & unanimous resolution of Parliament that
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir is still part of in-
dia”.

Kashmir not to define Indo-Pak. ties

The Kashmir problem should not define the
relationship between India and Pakistan and it
is upto Islamabad to decide the kind of rela-
tionship it wants to have with India, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, has
said,

In an Interview t0 Newsweck, Mr. Singh said

litmus test: Advani

Gen. Musharraf's spuech was tor domestic
consumption, In terms of its impact vn Indo-
Pakistan relations, there': not much. Pakistan
has to come to a decision ¢hout what kind of
long-term relationship it waais with India.

India, he said, wants a stable, prusperous
Pakistan and a Pakistan that is at peace with
itsell. But il it continues 1o pusue a path of
compulsive and perpetual hostility as part of
its national identity, then no matter what re-
forms it introduces for itself, “then, in Indo-
Pak. terms, what is it to me?”

Asked whether the Indian Government had
room to negotiate on Kashmir, he said “yes”.
“We have said we will talk abourt all issues,
including the issues of the State of Jammu and
Kashmir. (Chinese premier) Zhu Rongji has
just been here (India). We have an unsettled
border problem with China, whicl is a matter
of concern for both countries.

"“We have pursued a policy in which we have
said, “ves, we recoghise each other's con-
cerns. Let these concerns not define the rela-
fionship. Let's place these concerns on the
table, address these concerns and move for-
ward”’, — PTI
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" Talks with Pak.

SIPAT(Chhattisgarh), JAN. 28. The
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today rejected Pakistan's
call for talks with India saying it
was a futile exercise and main-
tained that there was threat on
the border. ')/C)‘l

Asserting that In i?!'s peace
overtures to Pakistan like the La-
hore initiative were always fol-
lowed by events like Kargil, he
said “our neighbour keeps invit-
ing us for meetings and talks. But
I ask them, what do we do with
meefings if we have to meet to
fight ance again. 1t is better to re-
main separate’”.  Mr. Vajpayee's
rejection of talks feliows the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mushar-

raf’s calls for a “seridus and
sustained dialogue” with India in
his Republic Day greetings to the
Prime Minister. - |

Mr, Vajpayee was addressing a
public meeling after laying the
foundation stone for a super ther-
mal power project being set up by
the Nariona! Thermal Power Cor-
poration.

“There is threat on our border

and we will defend our country as
well as bring development in ¢v-
ery field,” he said.
“We want friendship. Alter all we
are neighbours. You can change
friends bur not neighbours,” he
added.

He said India wanted to spend

more money on “development,
eradication of poverty and unem-
ployment but unfortunately, a
large part of the resources was be-
ing spent on defence and acquisi-
tion of armaments as there was
threat on the border.

“There is threat on our border
and there is danger of terrarism in
the country,” he said. "I went to
Lahore in a bus with a message of
peace. We talked friendship but
actions were different and we
were attacked in Kargil.”

Mr. Vajpayee said that despite
alt this, India did not hesitate to
enhance friendship with “our
neighbour™.

futile exercise: PM

“We invited them for talks in
Agra hoping that they would get
some mﬁplrdmm by seemg, the
T'x) Mahat.’ 2

“Humne s6cha ](l Ta} M
dekh kar unke man main prem ja-
gega. Taj Mahal unhe pasand bhi
aaya, lekin vyavahar uske anusar
nahin hua (We thought after see-
ing the Taj Muhal they will devel-
up affection. Thev came and liked
the Taj Mahal but did not respond
accordingly).” he added.

Emphasising that there was no
place for terrorism in a civilised
society, Mr. Vajpayee said killing
of innocent children, attack on
women and  burning homes
would nat be 1olerated. — P




ISLAMABAD, JAN. 26. While renew-
ing its offer for a dialogue with
(ndia, Pakistan todav said 1hat it
was not in the race with India 1o
1est missiles and wounld not go for
a similar test Jike the Agni variant
merely as a reaction.

The Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Abdaul Sattar, told CNN that Ista-
mabad had deferred testing of
Shaheen in view of the “provoca-

tive iraplications” at the currem
junciuare,

Addressing & news conference
hete, the Press Secretaty to the
Pakistan President, Rashid Que-
yeshi, said: *“We tespond to our
technotogical needs and reserve
the right to test when we feel
there is a need. Whenever any
sort of tests are required these
tesis will take place”.

The Pakistan Foreign Office

-

spokesman, Aziz Alimed Khan,
who was present at the news con-
ference said Pakistan had always
been in favour of peace and de-
escalation of tension in the re-
gion. “Our offer for dialogue still
holds”, he said in response to a
question on the Agni missile test,

Mr. Khan said Pakistan was not
going 1 be intimidated by any
threatening postutes from across
the border and that its armed
forces and people had the capa-
bility to defend themselves,

Mr. Ahmed Khan claimed that
Pakistan’s position had been vin-
dicated as the world capitals had
vocally asked for military de-esca-
lation while supporting its stand
for peace and a return to dia-
logue.

Maj. Gen. Quereshi said, “there
is a perception in the world of
complete  rejection  of India's
stand on the Kolkata incident.
The Indian charges against Pakis-
tan have been completely reject-
ed. There is total frustration in the
Indian camp’.

Asked whether the west-firing of
the Agni variant by New Delhi on
Friday was a message to Pakistan,
Mr. Khan replied, “we have been
giving our own message of peace

PR

. We’re not in missile race: Pak.”:.

By\B. Muralidhar Reddy }{() A

and a call for de- escalation and r
peaceful resolve 10 all problems,
Bui should there he a thyeat, we
can iake care of it. The interna-
tional community has already
given their reaction to whatever
message that was sent (test fire]”.

Asked about the 1atks between
the Deputy Prime Minister of
Canada, John Manley, and Mr,
Sattar on friday, the spokesman
said that the main aspect of these
talks was related 1o the Pakistan
President,  Pervez  Musharraf's
staterment of January 12 which
has had a positive reaction in In-
dia. "They are looking at it in pos-
itive light. Other aspects of the
talks, | cannot say anything now".

The second meeting between
Mr. Sattar and Mr. Manley evoked
a great deaf of interest in the dip-
lomatic circles. Mr. Manley had
returned hack to Pakistan after a
visit to India and had a long meet-
ing with the Pakistan Foreign
Minister.

On Friday, Mr. Sattar had sent |
out amessage to New Defhi when |
he told the media that Pakistan
had taken serious note of the
Canadian Deputy Prime Minis-
ter’s impressions and ideas after

his visit to India. ‘
e



" Indo-Pak. tension: Musharraf

| n’ﬁy—b’lﬂor greater

By B. Muralidhar Reddy 1)\9 kistan was plea e!i with the

ing tdtmn extended By Mr. Bush

U.S. role

Details of other engagements
during the three-day visit were

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 25. in his meeting
with the 1.5, President, George

W. Bush, on February 13. the

Pakistan President, Perves
Musharraf, is cxpected to urge
him to play a more active role
in persuading [ndiu w reduce
the tension on the borders and
agree for u dinlogue {0 resolve

*oall bilateral differences,
|Ancluding Kashinir,

A senior [unctivhary in the
Musharraf Government said
Islamabad had taken several
“concrete measures” in the
recent weeks to address the
concerns of the intermational
community and New Delhi.
“From our side, we have done a
lot. Now the ball is in the court
of India.”

bakistan expected the .S, to
play & role in reducing the
tensions between the 1w
countries and help resolve the
Kashinir issue, he said. Gen.
Musharraf, in his fanuary 12
specch, had directly appealed (o
the international community in
general, and the U.s, in
particutar, to help {ind a lasting
sofution to the dehmn
problem.

“Naw you must play an aclive
role in solving the Kashmix
dispute for the sake of lasting
peace and harmony in the
region. We should be under no
tlusion that the legitimate
demand of the people of
Kashmir can ever be suppressed
without their just resolution,”
the General had said. And his
meeting with Mr. Bush would
have to be seen in the light of
the appeal, the official said.

te Gen. Musharraf fdr a special
visit. It was also happy with the
White House statement which
described Pakistan as a
“steiwdfast partner” and praised
Gen. Musharraf for his
“excellent” cooperation in the
campaigh against terrorism.

An official announcement said
Mr. Bush would host a lunch in
honour of Gen. Musharraf.

being worked out.

In another development, an
American reporter of the Wall
Streer Journal, investigating the
links of extremist groups in
Pakistan to the terrorist
mastermind, Osama bin Laden,
has gone missing in Karachi
Intensive search has been
launched to trace the reporter.

Securlty concems to flgure
in Bush-Musharraf talks

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN, 25 The [1.5. President, Genrge W. Bugh, is looking
forward to discussing with the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf,
Operation Enduring Freedom, regional security matters, economic
and educational cooperation, human rights, democracy, the coming
national elections in Pakistan, as also means to further strengthen
bilateral relations, the White House has said.

“Pakistan is a steadfast partner with the United States and provides
excellent cooperation in Operation Enduring Freedom. The United
States-Pakistan partnership plays a key role in the international coa-
Lition against terrorism,” a statement issued by the Press Secretary
said.

Gen. Musharraf will have official talks with Mr. Bush and other
senior members of his administration at the White House on Febru-
ary 13. Against the backdrop of the ongoing tensions in the sub-
continent and the travel to the region by high-level functionaries of
this Republican administration, the expectation is that regional secu-
rity and relations between India and Pakistan will merit a high level
of attention during the talks here,

Meanwhile at a Cenference on Disarmament in Geneva, the U.S.
Under Secreiary of State for Arms Control, John Bolton, has main-
tained that the tension between India and Pakistan is "dangerously
high”. Arguing that the proliferation of nuclear materials and tech-
nology poses a serious threat to international security, Mr. Bo
warned that those “enterprises” in some countries involve, mis-
sile proliferation faced the prospect of 11.5. sanctions,
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.= Unwise behaviour, says Pak..,.

Q(T By B, Muralidhar Reddy u(} .

ISLAMABAD, 1AN, 25. The test-firing of Agni has
been tenmed by Pakistan as an “unwise beha-
viour” and Islamabad said that it threatened
peace and stability in the region.

In a statemnent, the Pakistan Foreign Minis-

o oy said New Delhi bad informed Islamabad of

the test in advance, but it was ill-timed given
the tense mifitary stand-off between the nu-
clear- armed neighbours.

“The Indian test also has regional implica-
tions. We hope the international conununity
will take nute of this Indian behaviour, which
is prejudicial o the pursait of stability in our
region, especially during the current situa-
tion,” it said.

At the same tine, the statenent mentioned
that “'Pakistan had capabilities to match those
of India. We alsu have the means to defend
ourselves. However, Pakistan will not aban-
don the course of responsibility. Our missile
programme follows the logic of technical re-
quirements’”.

The Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf,
said that there was no justification for India o
escalate the tension vn the borders.

Addressing a conference of Air Force offi-
cers, Gen. Musharraf declared that the Pakis-
ran atmy was fully prepared to thwart any
‘nefarious designs' of the enemy.

Reacting to the Agni test, the Press Secretary
10 the President, Rashid Quereshi, has said
that it posed a threat not enly ta Pakistan but
also to South Asia, South West Asia and Mid-
dle East.

“We would wail for the international reac-
tion to the test. We have missiles with similar

range and capability. Pakistan would take
whatever action is necessary in the light of the
Indian test”, Maj. Gen. Quereshi said.

Wrong signals sent,
says Britain

NEW DELHi, JAN. 25.India’s test firing of Agni
evoked mixed reaction from the international
community with Britain and Australia saying it
would send wrong signals within the region
and exacerbate Indo-Pakistan tension.

Russia, an old ally nf New Delhi, showed
“understanding” with India while China, a
traditional friend of Pakistan, chose not to
comment immediately. The British Foreign
Secretary, Jack Straw, said, “T regret India’s
decision to test a ballistic missile, particularly
in the light of current regional tension’.

Mr. Straw said in a statement that the test
sent “wrong signals within the region and be-
yond”. “1 believe that restraint in developing
pussible nuclear weapon delivery systems is in
the long-term interest of India and the re-
gion.”

“1 continue to urge India and Pakistan tw
resolve their disputes through diplomatic
means,” be added.

The Austraiian Governinent expressed fears
that the test firing could “exacerbate tension”
in South Asia and urged Pakistan not o retal-
iate with renewcd missile testing, media re-
ports in Svdney said.

Russia, expressing “understanding” with
India, said it was the country to be briefed by
New Delhi in advance about the test.

“We understand this. Russia was arnong the
first countries to be briefed by India in ad-
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vance on the coming Agni test and the test
itself was completely trapsparent under the
international confidence-building measures,”
a Russian official in Moscow said.

Though China did not react immediatcly, its
official news agency Xinhua carried the report
of the test firing and the statement of the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry that the missile test was
not meant to send any message to anybody,

In Berlin, the German Foreign Minister,
Joschka Fischer, said the German Govennnent
regretied the missie test as given prescnt ten-
sions hetween India and Pakistan could lead
to “avoidable misundersiandings”.

He said the fact the Agni I missile could
carry nuclear warheads was also a cause for
concern. Against the background of Indian
and Pakistani nuclear tests of May 1948, this
gave a “‘wrong signal for nuclear non-prolifer-
ation"”.

In his statement, Mr. Fischer recalled that
the United Nations Security Council in June
1998 called on both countries to exercise re-
straint in order not (o endanger regional sta-
bility and glubal non-proliferation aims.

Germany could continue working for the
adhesion ol both states to the nuciear weap-
ens non-proliferation treaty, he added.

In Paris, France expressed regret that fudia
had test-fired a new version of its Agni I mis-
sile at a time when tensions with its neighbour
and feflow nuclear power Pakistan were run-
ning high.

“1n the current regional context it is certain-
Ly not the most helpful signal to send,” the

Foreign Ministry spokesmian, Francois Rivas-
seal, said. — P’[/ﬂ



- ‘Report demolishes myths
“w on Indo-Pak. trade

Sushma Ramachandran

NEW DELHI, JAN. 27. Even as tensions mount between
India and Pakistan, a report on Scuth Asian eco-
nomic development has highlighied the need for
relaxing curbs on bilateral trade and the positive
impact on the economies of these two developing
countries. [l argues that waiting for political rela-
tions to improve before expanding trade ties will
only weaken hoth countries,

Besides, global experience has shown that trade is
increasingly being used as a prelude to political rec-
onciliation and ¢an be used to enhance mutual con-
fidence between politically hostile nations as in the
case of China and the U5

The need to demolish the myths surrounding -
dia- Pakistan trade has been specially mentioned in
the Soath Asia Development and Cooperation
2001-2 report released recently by an official think-
tank ~— the Research and Information Systems (RIS).

The report, which points ouf that india is increas-
ingly having economic ties with other countries in
the region through altermative trade arrangements,
maintains that political expediency triumphs over
ecanomic rationality in the case of India-Pakistan
trade. The report contends that fears of the domestic
markets in both countries being swamped by foreign
goods have no intellectual basis.

I argues 1that mutual trade would not exceed be-
yond a few perceniage points even after relaxation
of trade restrictions. For instance, even if Pakistan
were to award the most favoured nation (MFN]) sta-
tus 0 India, as is being demanded by this country,
its trade with India wouwld still remain less than 2.5

~ per cent ot its tatal trade.

Secondly, it is noted that trade would emerge from
different strengths since Indian goods are noted for

cheap prices while Pakistani goods are considered
gualitatively better.

The RIS team, which prepared the report, also
points to the fact that domestic markets are already
flooded with all kinds of foreign goods through
smuggling. Besides, it suggests India and Pakistan
should buy from the cheapest source to reduce their
trade deficit even it turns out to be a hostile neigh-
bour. It makes periect economic sensc, for instance,
for Pakistan to buy wheat from India rather than
from Canada and America since there would be a
saving of § 25 per tonne on freight costs alone.

The RIS also cites areas of possible collaboration
including textile machinery, dyes and chemicals as
well as steel, of which Pakistan lmports 70 per cent
of its requirements. The benefit to people of the
sub-continent is considered to be enormous in
terms of lower prices of mitlions of consumers, with
Pakistani citizens benefiting immensely in the bar-
gain.,

In fact, estimates based on the Human Develop-
ment Report of the U N. indicate that Pakistani con-
sumets can reduce their food bills by 20 to 30 per
cent through increased trade with India.

The report also demolishes the myth that domes-
tic producers need mere time hefore increasing bi-
lateral trade. While some domestic products may be
displaced by foreign competition. this calls for mak-
ing essential adjusiments within the countries rath-
er than blocking bilateral rade.

The RIS suggests the two countries can continue
to trade while maimaining a negative import list of
key items for a defined period of timme. Incidentally,
it finds public revenues will rise through higher
trade since smuggled items will then mave through
the formal trade route. ’
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'NUCLEAR STANDOFF-II

SR

t is now universally accepted that nu
Iclear weapons are political weapon

and not weapons of “warfighting”,
However, there is undeniably a close link
between nuclear weapons and a nation’s
conventional military capabilities. If a
nation’s conventional capability is ex-
tremely tow vis-a-vis & nuclear-armed ad-
versary, that nation may choose to adopt
an in extremnis first use strategy to thwart
a conventional military offensive that
may threaten to undermine s rerritorial
integrity and lead to its break up. This is
the situation that Pakistan finds itself in.

Operational reality

While India may have no intentions of
launching a major conventional offensive
into Pakistan, given India’s conventional
superiority {no marter how slender the
edge may be), Pakistan has based its na-
tional security strategy on the first use of
nuclear weapons to prevent its compre-
hensive military defeat like in 1971 and,
consequently, its disintegration as a
nation. It is for this reason that Pakistan
does not accept India’s offer of a bilateral
no first use treaty as a nuclear confidence
butlding and risk reduction measure.

While nuclear doctrine must undoub-
tedly be based on sound theoretical un-
derpinnings, it has to be ultimately tested
in the crucible of operational reality, The
proponents of a first use strategy for In-
dia need to ponder the threat scenarios.
Starting at the lower end of conventional
conflict with low intensity conflict and
Pakistan’s ongoing proxy war with India,
it is worth considering whether the use of
a Stinger or Unza surface-to-air missiles
by Pakistan-sponsored mercenary Islam-
ists to bring down an Indian Airlines air-
craft over Kashmir Valley justifies an In-
dian nuoclear strike. Or, would a pro-ac-
tive punitive response across the LoC
with massive artillery and air power sus-
tained over a few weeks be more de-
sirable?

In another scenario, would a battalion
or even a brigade-size attack by the Pak-
istan army across the LoC, or even Kar-
gil-type intrusions on the Indian side of
the LoC, that result in some gains for
Pakistan, justify the first use of nuclear
weapons by India when their retaliatory
use by Pakistan would be a certainty? Or,
would a punitive conventional response
with ground and air forces across the
LoC (and perhaps across the internat-
tonal boundary by the IAF) in another

sector vield better dividends? It is well

known that there are areas on the LoC
where Indian forces could be heading for
key value objectives in PoK within days of
the outbreak of hostilities in J&K.

In case such exchanges across the LoC
escalate 10 a larger conventional conflict,
as they well might, Pakistan may launch
its offensive strike corps in the Sialkot-
Jammu sector with a view to cutting off

First Use Is Not Operationally Necessary

By GURMEET KANWAL

NH-1A, Kashmir's lifeline, between Pa-
thankot and Jammu. if Pakistan achieved
initial success, such an offensive would
undoubtedly pose a grave danger to the
security of J&K. Would the first use of
nuclear weapons be a rational choice for
India under such circumstances? Or
would it perhaps be more prudent to
launch one or more counter-offensives
with Indian strike corps across the inter-
national boundary in Punjab, Rajasthan
and Gujarat, as General Harbaksh Singh.
had done in 1963, to make the Pakistanis

recoil from their offensive in the Jammu
sector? Surely, the launching of sizable
counter-offensives into Pakistan's heart-
land would be a better way (o relieve
pressure on J&K.

Unsound strategy

Another option favoured by military
analysts is the concept of “zere warning”
in which Pakistan is given the credible
capability of launching what may be
termed a “cold start” conventional war
due {0 the proximity of its cantonments
to the international boundary, or by con-
centrating strike formations under the
garb of training excreises, There is some
merit in the initial military viability of
such an option but not if India streng-
thens its technological intelligence and
human intetligence (humint) capabilities.
However, careful consideration of the
“day after” impact of India’s counter-
moves 1J checkmate such a Pakistani
offensive should pour cold water over
such cold start options.

Inherent in an Indian nuclear first
strike option, as advocated by the oppo-
nents of no first use, is the Pakistani
nuclear retaliation that would inevitably
follow on Indian cities and military tar-
gets, Cities like Yodhpur, Bikaner, Ahme-
dabad, Jalandhar, Ludhiana and perhaps
even New Delhi and Mumbai, would be
the likely targers of a retaliatory Pakis-
tani nuclear strike. In all the above sce-
narios, given the limited gains that an In-
dian first strike may achieve and the real
possihility of successful Pakistani nuclear

o

ces, the only rational answer to a first use
Indian nuclear option is to say no to it.
An Indian nuclear first strike would not
be justified as the costs of Pakistani reta-
liation would be prohibitive. Nor would it
be operationally expedient. In none of
the ahove scenarios India’s survival as a
nation-state is likely to be seriously
Lthreatened. Various other even more
pessimistic scenarios could be considered
but the result would be the same.

It clearly emerges that across the
erttire spectrum of conventional conflict,
the first usc of nuclear weapons by India
does not make sound strategic sense.
Besides, a first use docrrine would invite
international opprobrium,  seriously
undermine India's efforts towards total
nuciear disarmament and be prohibitiv-
cly costly to implement. It is not gener-
ally well appreciated that a first use doc-
trine requires a massive investment in
surveillance and target acquisition infra-
structure by way of satellite and aerial re-
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retaliation, with horrendous consequen- -

connaissance and humint to execute
“launch on warning’ and “launch through
attack” strategies, with the nuclear forces
being maintained on permanent hair
trigger alerts. A first use doctrine also re-
quires quick political decision-making
and decentralisation of the control of nu-
clear weapons to theatre commanders,
Hence, such a doctrine is inherently
more risky and likely to lead to acciden-
tal, even unauthorised, use of nuclear
weapons, ’

Punitive retatiation

It would, of course, be far better to
mutually negotiate a no first use trealy
with adversarial nuclear-armed states as
that would be the best nuclear risk reduc-
tion measure. Russia and China have sig-
ned a mutual no first use treaty. In case
India’s nuclear-armed adversaries conti-
nue to be recalcitrant in signing a binding
no first use pact, it would be worthwhile
for India to consider some essential qua-
lifications to India’s unilateral no first
use doctrine, The first is to clearly spell
out that a nuclear strike on Indian soldi-

_ers, including those who may be within

Pakistani {erritory during war, wouid be
deemed to be a nuclear strike on India
and would invite massive punitive
nuclear retatiation.

The absence of this rider would negate
India’s conventional edge over Pakistan
as the army would be forced to restrict its
plans to launching only shallow, limited
objective, conventional offensives (o
avoid risking nuclear strikes on the
mechanised spearheads leading India’s
advance. As is well known in nuclear
theology, Bernard Brodie had argued
many decades ago that the advent of

nuclear weapons had fundamentally

altered the relationship between war and
national policy and that nuclear weapons
were so destructive that their only real
purpose could be the avoidance of war
itself. India's declaration of its no first
use doctrine has once again focussed
international dehate on the efficacy of no
first use policies, even though India has
repeatedly reiterated that it is willing to
negotiate no first use treaties bilaterally
ot multilaterally with all nuclear weapons
states including China and Pakistan.

India’s desire 1o develop a credible mi-
nimum nuclear deterrent against nuclear
blackmail and the threat of use of nuclear
weapons, is an eminently justifiable na-
tional security imperative. India’s no first
use, retaliation-only nuclear doctrine is
not only morally befitting and worthy of
India’s civilisational heritage; it is also
operationally sound strategy. Tt also gives
India sufficient leeway to prosecute a
conventional war to safeguard s
national security interests, should it
become necessary to do so.

(Concluded)



AIndia gives Pak proof of terror deszgns

Times News Network & Agencies

ISLAMABAINNEW  DELHIL
While demanding thc extradition
of 20 criminals and terrorists from
Pakistan, India has provided
Interpol with red-corner notices
and details of the crimes commit-
ted by them, along with their fake
names and Pakistani passports.

The evidence relating 1o the 20
was provided by India to the
Pakistan high commission 1n New
Delhi on January 18, and includes
case sheets along with the red-cor-
ner notices as well as a two-page
covering letter seeking their arrest
and a request to hand them in to
India. The case sheets provided by
the Indian authorities contain
details of crimes and in some cases
specific details of travel and fhight
plans. the Pakistan Observer
reported on Thursday.

New Delhi will also seek the
extradition of Dubai-based under-
world don Aftab Ansari, who has
claimed responsibility for
Tuesday's attack on the American

Center in Kolkata minister of state
for external affalrs Omar Abdullah
said. “The government will request
the United Arab Emirates authori-
ties to hand over Ansari since India
has an extradition treaty with
them,” Mr Abdullah said.

The home ministry team, led by
special secretary AK. Bhandari,
which returned
from Kolkata

rivalry. Why should they 5\‘100t
policemen, and that too only in
front of the American Center? [t is
clearty a symbolic attack, which a
frustrated terrorist outfit has tried
to execute,” a senior government
official said.
Giving details of the incident as
it happened and as was reported by
the local

CRIME AND PUN'SHMENT authorities, the

b subrmiited | Home ministry submits report on | SUREC R0
its report on Kotkata shootout slackness with

Tuesday’s

shootout out- § of Ansari

» New Delhi will seek extradition

which the local
police authori-

side the |
American
Center.

According to official sources, the
four-page report indicates that
“causing terror” was the motive of
the crime and that it was linked to
Pakistan’s Inter Services
Intelligence  besides  involving
Dubai- and Pakistan- based under-
world figures.

“Obviously, it was not a revenge
killing emanating out of inter-gang

to govt

» CB! forwards list of 21 criminals

ties had han-
dled the situa-
tion. Sources
also said that it also mentioned the
handicaps faced by the state securi-
ty apparatus, such as lack of mod-
el weapons.

The report broadly indicates the
various leads on which a joint team
of security experts has been work-
ing. The linkages under investiga-
tion range from Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh to Bihar and West Bengal.

There dre mia cxtunal ramifica-
tions. Since in u%tlgdtwm are still
under way, the report does not
make any defimte statement about
the nature of the crime, sources
sald. The report was submitted to
home minister LK. Advani on
Thursday and top central authori-
ties were going through it, sources
added.

Following up on the stepped-up
cooperation between India and the
U.S. and Washington's promise of
help to New Delhi in combating
terrorism, the CBI has forwarded
to the home ministry a list of 21
persons wanted for crimes here
and known to be based or visiting
the ULS.

Interpol has issucd red-corner
notices against them and the home
ministry will forward the list to the
FBI {or action, CBI sources said on
Thursday. “We would not be sur-
prised if the FBI investigations
show that some of these fugitives
have links with Al Qaida or other
such terrorist groups,” said a CBI
official.
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“TWIN-TRACK APPROACH WILL HELP’ | |

oy
q /

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 24. The United
Nations Secretary-Creneral, Kofi
Annan, wday urged lndia to with-
draw its troops from frontline po-
sitions for de-escalating tension in
South Asia immediately. He advo-
cated a twin-track approach for
India and Pakistan in the long-run
to resolve all their differences, in-
cluding Kashmir, through peace-
tul means.

Addressing a joint news confer-
ence with the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Abdul Sattar, here, on
the first day of his two-day visit,
Mr. Annan said the twin-track ap-
proach should consist of a sus-
tained and determined action
against “armed exrremist
groups,” and an equally sustained
dialogue to resolve all differences.

“No doubt the immediate need
is the military de- escalation. But
end of the immediate crisis is not
enough. The world does not want
anather conflict between the two
countries in the next few weeks
and months, [ believe a twin-track
approach is needed for a perma-
nent peace. My good offices
would always be there if help is
needed.”

It was indeed a tightrope walk
for Mr. Annan. Having taken the
pusition during his visit in March
that the U.N. resolutions on Kash-
mir were not enforceable, he was
careful in his formulation this
time, given the latest tension be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Mr. Annan began his opening
remarks at the news conference
by saying the events of the last few
months had totally changed the
situation in the region and the in-
ternational community was fully
conscious of the dangers of the
tensions in the sub-continent.

Praising the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf's speech of Ja-
nuary 12, in which he announced
his intention of reining in the ‘je-
hadi’ elements within Pakistan,
Mr. Annan described it as a “step
in the right direciion.” India and
Pakistan had so much in common
that they had everything to gain by
resolving their differences, which

ithdraw troops from frontline,
« Kofi Annan tells India+' '

The Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, and the visiting
U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, in Islamabad
on Thursday. — AFP

inciuded Kashmir, and much to
lose by confronting each other.
Mr, Annan stuck to his position
an the status of the U.N. resolu-
tions on Kashmir and maintained
that they "cannot be self-fulfilled
and implemented.” When asked
ahout the “validity” of the resolu-
tions, he said they were very much
there and "when both parties sit
across the table, there are ele-
ments in the resolutions that
couid help... These resoiutions
can only be enforced when both
the parties agree and accept
(them). There are severai instanc-
es where the N, resolutions
have proved o be useful when
buth the parties come together.”
When a Pakistant scribe said Is-
lamabad had gained nothing de-
spite being a frontline state twice

(during the Afghan war from 1979
10 1989 and the current global war
against terrorism), Mr. Annan
merely said the Security Council
required all member countries to
take action against terrorism.

On sending 1J.N. military ob-
servers to India and Pakistan to
monitor the situation, the Secre-
tary General said the conversion
of military observers into peace
forces wouid require a separate
Security Council resolution.

Mr. Sattar said he had appraised
Mr. Annan of Pakistan's earmest
efforts 1o preserve pedce, de-csca-
late tensions on the borders and
resume a dialogue with India,

Later, Mr. Annan met Gen.
Musharraf and exchanged views
on the prevailing situation in the
region and the developments in

Afghanistan. He will leave for Ka-
bul tomorrow and proceed 10 |
Teheran.

‘Asylum not given |

to any Indian’
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 24. The Press Sec-
retary to the Pakistan President,
Rashid Quereshi, has said Islama-
bad has nol given asvium to any
indian national whose name is in
the list of 20 fugitives handed over
by New Delhi recently. Search is
on te find out if any of them is in
Pakistan, he said.

Wrapping up a two-day media
workshop for Pakistani pressper-
sons on ‘defence reporting’ here
on Wednesday. Maj. Gen. Que-
reshi said "we have not given asy-
fum to any Indian, So first we will
have to locate those non-Pakistani
alleged 1errorists whose extradi-
tion has been sought by india. If
they are in Pakistan, once they are
tocated, they will be dealt with ac- |
cording to the law of the land.”

He reiterated that no Pakistani
wauld be handed over to [ndia. [T
New Delhi provided solid evi-
dence against those indicated in !
the list, they would be dealt with
in accordance with the State's |
laws. According to Indian media, a |
majority of the names in the list of
20 was not in Pakistan, “which y
self- explanatory.”

The armed forces of Pakistan
were un & “high alert and fully
prepared to thwart any aggres-
sion,” Maj. Gen. Quereshi said.
“Anv misadventure would cast
them (India) beyond their imag-
ination. Of course, a response will
be given in case the other side
starts withdrawal of its troops. ff
they move back., we will follow
suit.”’

According to the State-run news
ageney, Associated Press of Pakis-
jan, earlier, a senior officer from
Pakistan Navy said in a-anedia
briefing that all necessary mea-
sures had been 1aken as soon as
the force was asked to move to the
strategic positions.
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ndia’s tough approach afler the
llcrronsl attack on Parliument House

on (3 December has led to an Indo-
Pak military standoff and war clouds
have been hovering on the horizon.
Quite apparently, [ndia’s threshold of
tolerance has been crossed and India is
unwilling te accept anything short of a
complete halt to Pakistan's sponsorship
of terrorism in Kashmir and elsewhere in
[ndia through 1SI-managed rabidly Isla-
mist mercenaries whom it unsuccesstully
tries to pass off as Kashmiri freedom
fighters, While the two armies are dep-
loyed in battle positions and the navies
and the air forces are standing by, the
world’s attention is focussed on South
Asia as a nuclear flashpoint.

Nuclear control

The Indian political and military
leadership believes that nuclear weapons
are political weapons and their sole pur-
pose is to deter the use and threat of usg
of nuclear weapons by a nuclear-armed
adversary. Indian political and military
leaders and strategic analysts, specifically
Mr George Fernandes, General VP
Malik, the former army chicf, Air Com-
modore Jasjit Singh and Mr K Subrah-
manyam, among others, have articulated
the belief that there iy a clear strategic
space for a conventional conflict below
the nuclear threshoid. However, Pakis-
tan’s nuclear doctrine revolves around
notions of nuclear warfighting and it is
this aspect that causes anxiefy 1o the
international community.

As Pakistan’s military rulers have so
often emphasised, Pakistan's rationale
for its nuclear weapons is not only to de-
ter the threat of India’s nuclear weapons
but also to counter India's conventional
military superiority. Even during the
short interludes when duly elected civi-
lian Prime Ministers have ruled the coun-
try, Pakistan's foreign and military poli-
cies have been crafted in the army's gen-
eral headquarters at Rawalpindi, parti-
cularly the policies relating to India and
Kashmir. Ever since the inception of its
nuclear programme, Pakistan's nuclear
weapons have heen in military custody
and the country’s civilian rulers have had
no control aver them. [t is, therefore, no
surprise thel Pakistan has adopted a
“first use” nuclear doctrine. [ts military
and political leaders have repeatedly sta-
tect that Pakistan would resort to the ear-
ty use of nuclear weapons in a conven-
tional conflict to prevent ifs compte-
hensive military defeat at India’s hands
and to ensure that its survival as a viable
nation state is not threatened,

Among others, Lieptenant General
Sardar FS Lodhi has cogently spelt out
Pakistan's rationale for its first use

The author iv g former Senior Fellow at the
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses,
New Delhi,

Contra tlng Doctrines Of India And Pakistan

By GURMEET KANWAL

doctrine. Writing in the Pakistan Defence
Journal, General Lodhi stated; “[n a de-
teriorating military sitvation when an
Indian conventional attack is likely 1o
break through our defences or has al-
ready breached the main defence line
causing a major set-back 1o the defences
which cannot be restored by convention-
al means at our disposal, the government
would be left with no option except to use
nuclear weapons to stabilise the situa-
tion, India’s superiorily in conventional
arms and manpower would have to be

Brigadier Saced [smat of the Pakistan
Army has also expressed similar views,
He propounds the first strike doctrine to
checkmate an Indian offensive, which al-
most all Pakistani delence analysts appe-
ar o believe will be aimed at dismem-
bering Pakistan: “There could be many
scenarios {(of Indian offensive strikes into
Pakistan} but just ro illustrate this point,
let us visualise if an Indian military
invasion came through the Rajasthan
desert directed towards the Grand Trunk
Road near Rahimyar Khan, in a matter

.

Y : il

offset by nuclear weapons... Pakistan’s
nuclear doctrine would, therefore, essen-
tially revolve around the first strike op-
tion. In other words, we will use nuclear
weapons if attacked by India even if the
attack is with conventional weapons...”

‘Option enhancing'

"Pakistan would use what Stephen
Cohen calls an ‘option enhancing’ policy.
This would entail a stage-hy-stage ap-

roach in which the nuclear threat is
mereased at each step to deter India
from attack. The first step could bhe a
public or private warning, the second a
demenstration explosion of a small nu-
clear weapon an its own soil, the third
step would be the use of a few nuclear
weapons on its own soil against [ndian
atfacking forces. The fourth stage would
be used against critical but purely mili-
tary targets in India across the border
from Pakistan -— probably in thinly
populated areas in the desert ur semi-
desert, causing least collateral damage...
Some weapons would be in reserve for
the counter value role,”

of days, India could cut off pur north-
south communication, divide and
dislocate our militarv forces and divide
the country in two. The capture of this
critical space could act as a springboard
to launch further manoceuvres of
exploitation towards areas in depth, If
they choose to limit their objectives, they
could consolidate and retain these
spaces. This action by itself can cause
strategic division and isolation of our
forces, leading to ultimate defeat and
break up of the nation. In conjunction
with (ground) offensives in other areas as
well, they could prolong the war and go
for our areas in depth. Pakistan’s options
would have foreclosed — except one! We
should have a well defined and declared
strategy of using our ultimate choice of
nuclear weapons aimed at the
destruction of those military forces,
which have intruded in our territory,”

. In an interview with CBS TV in
October 2000, General Pervez Musharraf
had also asserted that Pakistan could use
{ts nuclear bomb against India if ils
security is jeopardised. This may actually
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be thetoric designed to deter India
through a doctrine of irrationality, rather
than a carefully considered policy option
that can be executed when the chips are
down. If Pakistani military and political
analysis think things through, they will beg
forced to conclude that while Pakistan
may initiate a graduated nuclear res-
ponse, as General Lodhi recommends,
and achicve short-term tactical gains,
India is likely to retaliate massively as per
its declared nuclear doctrine of punitive
retaliation and Pakistan would cease 10
exist as a viable nation state.

Exemplary

Pakistani government spokesmen and
schalars have been particularly critical of
India’s “no first use™ doctrine on the
grounds that it is onlv a declaratory
policy and can be easily changed when
the need arises. They have failed 1o take
note of the fact that a country’s nuclear
force structure, command and control
system, alert status and its deployment
posture are based on its nuclear doctrine.
First use doctrines require hair trigger
alerts, launch-on-warning and launch-
through-attack strategics and claborate
surveitlance, carly warning and intelli-
gence systems with nuclear warheads
loaded on launchers and ready to fire.

Nuclear-armed aircraft would need to
be ready on runway alert, if not cons-
tantly airborne as in the case of the
erstwhile US Strategic Air Command,
India cannot ever resort to any of these
measures without Pakistan learning ab-
out them almost immediately. What the
Pakistanis also forget, or deliberately
ignore, is that India bas offered to nego-
tiate a mutual no first use treaty with
Pakistan that would be binding and veri-
fiable, India's track record of adherence
to international treaties has ben ex-
emplary,

The no first use doctrine is a carefully
thought through policy that has taken
decades to mature,'even if it was nof pub-
licty well articulated. Foreign minister
Jaswant Singh has written; “No other
country has dehated so carefully and, at
times, torturously, over the dichotomy
between its sovereign security needs and
global disarmament instincts, between a
moralistic approach and a realistic one,
and between a covert nuclear policy and
an overt one”.

Even during the mid-1980s, defence
analysts ltke General K Sundarji and K
Subrahmanyam were advocating a mini-
mum deterrent capability for India and
had ruled out the need for tactical nu-
clear weapuons as these were meant for
nuclear warfighting — 4 concept that
India has never subscribed to. Hence,
mizimum deterrence IS not a new
concept in the Indian context that has
been suddenly thrust on an vnsuspecting
nation.

{To be concluded)

/
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By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, JAN. 23. India will not
pull back troops from the border
till it is convinced that Pakistan is
firm on curbing terrorism and
shelling on Indian territory, it is
clear from the beginning that un-
less they stap infiltration and bor-
der shelling, we will not move
back.” the Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes, said here today.

Apart from cutting off logistical
space lo terrorists, India wants
Pakistan  to  suspend  shelling
along the Line of Control in Jam-
mu and Kashmir as a first step to-
wards de-  escalating  border
tension. The build-up on the bor-
der, which has been noted with
concern by world leaders, was not
broached during his wide-ranging
talks with American policy-mak-
ers. ““The next step cannot be tak-
en till the situation improves,”” he

“India will not pull back till

said while interacting with news-
men after a six-day “very positive
and productive” visit to the U.5,
and the UK.

Asked whether India trusted 1s-
lamabad 0 keep its promise of
stopping cross-border terrorism
and extradition of eriminals and
terrorists, he said India had a bad
expericnce in trusting Pakistan.
“But, you have 10 take a decision
according to the situation and to-
day's situation demands im-
provement before the next step is
taken regarding Indo-Pak rela-
tions.”

He identified the signing of the
bilateral General Security of Mil-
itary  Information  Agreement
(GSOMIA) as a crucial develop-
ment in establishing closer ties —
in sharing of intelligence on secu-
rity, terrorism and investigarions
into terrorist crimes. The pact
prohibits the signataries from re-

vealing confidedtal information
gathered during access to cach
other's military hardware and
processes to third countries.

|

infiltration stops™ mqq\.‘;,y

Mr, Fernandes, who met the

U.5. Vice-President, Dick Cheney,
the Defence Secretary, Donald
Rumsfeld, and the Nationa! Secu-
rity Adviser, Condnleezza Rice,
was confident that the interaciion

would catalyse closer ties on mil-

itary and security- related issues.
in defence cooperation, he feels it
is a “very productive visit”. The
lifting of the post-Pokhran sanc-
tions and the revival of the insti-

tutional mechanism to promote -

closer interaction at higher levels
of the security establishment
would lead to ‘positive results’.
“Defence cooperalion between
the two countries would now be

at much higher lever than ever ;

hefare™.




‘. N

Delh1 won’t rush to blame IST

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 22

v

”}V \‘\—combat the

THE ATTACK on the American
Centre in Kolkata cast a shadow
over the last day of the talks
between Indian and United
States officials on counter-ter-
rorism. It certainly dominated
the interaction thal visiting
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBY) Director, Robert Mueller
had with his interlocutors here.

While the identity of the
attackers is still unknown, the
Joint Working Group reiterated
that close co-pperation hetween
the two countries is essential to

M-
scourge. The
spokesperson for the Ministry
of External Affairs said that the
fact that the attack was timed
during the JWG meeting
“emphasises that the threat of
such events still exists™.

But India and the US are offi-
cially mum on the link between
Tuesday’s attack and the usual
suspect, ISI. Since jJanuary 12,
there have heen twg¢ gruesome
killings in Jammu and Kashimir
which the External Affairs Min-
istry was seen reluctant to pin
on Pakistan directly.

The new formulation, as artic-
ulated by Jaswant Singh while

hosting Cahn Powell t Friday,
is that “certain demented ele-
ments” may be out to undermine
General Musharraf’s efforts to
break the back of jehad groups
operating in India.

Official sources said that
uniess New Delhi’s independent
inquiry into each of these inci-
dents, including today's at
Kolkata, clearly establishes a
link with the 181, it will not ven-
ture to give broad-brush treat-
ment to all terrorist strikes as
“cross-border terrorism”.

This is reinforced by inputs
from the Home Ministry which
suggest that with or without

Islamabad’s direct support, it
will be some time before the
187's medules in India are ren-
dered non-operational.

The antccedents of Aftab
Malik alias Farhan, supposedly
a Dubai-hased don, who has
claimed responsibility for the
Kolkata strike, is being checked
out. The nexus hetween the ISI
and such underworld charac-
ters 15 a well known fact.

New Delhi has an extradition
treaty with the UAE, signed last -
year. However, exercising that
option once Malik's role in the
affair is established, is a time-
consuming process.




Jaswant enthus%gm
gives Pak cold feet

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 22
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AFTER announcing that it
was drawing up = list of its terror-
ists allegedly holed up in India,
Pakistan today declined to give
details of the list, instead calling
for talks to discuss and sort out
differences arising out of India’s
list of 20.

Stating that Pakistan had
taken “note” of External Affairs

. Minister Jaswant Singh’s state-
~ ment that India would respond

in “double-time” to extradite any

. Pakistani fugitives hiding in In-

dia, Pakistan Foreign Office

" spokesman Aziz Ahmed Khan

said Pakistan was still preparing
its list. “As far as the list is con-
cerned, [ cannot give any details.
These are things that procedu-
rally take some time,” he told re-
porters.

“Rather )t/ha ascuss these
matters either thrpugh the me- |
dia or diplomatic channels or
otherwise, it is much better that |
all issues and all subjects are dis-
cussed across the table, Pakistan
always called for talks on all is- i
sues, including J&K. through ne-
gotiations across the table,”
Khan said.

Earlier, Khan told BBC he
knew very little about the list
himself, “1 cannot tell the details
beeause T don’t know the de-
tails.” When asked why Pakistan
hadn’t drawn up its list earlier,
Khan said, “Such things take
time. Facts have to be collected.
We don’t want to prepare such
things as they may appear to
have been prepared abruptly.”

A BBC (Urdu) report
claimed that Sindhi nationals
fipured prominently in Pak-

istan’s list, //

- v 1
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wo-"Pak. for talks on lists

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 22. In vet another fwist 1o the ongo-
ing tussle over the lists of fugitives fronm both sides,
Pakistan today asked New Thelhi to come to the ne-
gotiating table to discuss various “complicated” as-
pects related to the issue.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spolesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, said at the regufar briefig that sensi-
tive and complex issues related 1o fugiripes could not
be discussed through the media. He wak responding
(o a specific guestion on the status §f the 'ist of
wanted criminals [slamabad wanted togive 1y New
Delhi. On Saturday, the Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Abdul Sattar, had announced that Pakistan was
ready with a list of its own,

The spokesmnan said he was nat in a position to
give details of the list of terrovists alleged 1o have
taken refuge in India on the plea that it wouldd take
time to collect details and facis. He urged the Gov-
ernment of India to discuss and sort out differences

over the “complicared guestions” and legal prab-
lerns arising out of Pakistan's response ta the [ndian
demand for the extradition of Z0 criminals.

Asked about the statement of the External Aftairs
Minister, faswant Singh, that Tndia would respond in
“double-time” 10 extradite any Pakistani fugitives
hiding in India, Mr. Khan said Pakistan had taken
noie of it.

Asked why Pakistan chose to wait till India gave its
list, Mr. Khan gave a detailed reply in which he
stressed the need for the two countries to discuss the
lists as well as related issues. “In such matters there
are several complicated questions involved. There
are questions of legal. local legisiation, existence or
non-existence of extradition treaty, These are mat-
ters that cannot be discussed like thai, epither
through press staternents or by making statements. |
thirik the best course of action would be that the two
countries sit across the table and discuss all issues,”
he said.
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3;_’,";5 Pak. charge \/,

" haseless: India

By Gur Sp_e(;‘jr Correspondent

NEW DELRL, 1AM, P1. India today Te-
jected Pakistan'q charge that wheat
suppiied by it 1§ Afghanistan was
infested with getrns and diseases,
The claim was “baseless,” because
not a singhe consignment meant for
Afghanistan  was  transported
through Pakistan, a Foreign Office
spokesperson said, implying that
Istamabad had no spportunity of
evaluating the guality of wheat.
Of the one million tonnes of
wheat pledged by India to Afghan-
Istan, one half had been delivered
through routes avoiding Pakistan.
“We are pursuing various options
Toc the remaining wheat,” the spo-
kesperson  told  newspersons.
Maintaining that Pakistan's transit
curbs on indian wheat wete super-
fluous because New Dethi had not
asked Islamabad for any transit
facility, the spokespersan said it is
a muatter between the World Food
Programme and Pakistan.'’
India had the necessary wheat
stock ta comply with ils promise

and they were free from germs and !

disenses,
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?fﬁéRVEZ PLEDGE YET TO MATERIALISE: JASWANT

Prompt

Pak sends

LS

NEW DELHL, Jan. 21, — India will work “double
time” to send back any Pakistani fugitives when
and if it receives a list of such persons, Mr Jaswant
Singh said today.

No matter how the request comes, even if
through “an open fax,” there would be a prompt
response on India’s part, the foreign minister said.
“The earlicr it comes, the better.”

Mr Singh, however, remained critical of
Pakistan’s obduracy regarding the 20 criminals
India has asked for. “We are not playing a cricket
match to indulge in slow bowling so that we don’t
play out the mandatoty 3¢ overs,” he said. Though
“it had only been 10 days since (General Pervez
Musharraf’s ) speech,” his words have not so far
been translated into action on ground.

Mr Singh was answering questions after his
address at 2 conclave by a newsmagazine.

“We've seen his statement of intent. We want to
see whether it is translated on ground,” he said,
adding, as a note of caution, that a couple of days
ago, the head of an umbrella group of terrorist
organisations, Syed Salahuddin, based in Islam-
abad, said there was “no change” in the activities
of the militant groups in Kashmir. Mr Singh’s ans-
wer was In the context of a statement the Pakistani
High Commissioner in New Delhi, Mr Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi, had made earlier this morning. Mr

action if

39 K

list

Qazi said qust had addressed India’s concerns
(in the course off Gen Musharraf’s speech) and it
was now India’s furn to reciprocate.

But India is yét to see Gen Musharraf’s words
translate into action, the foreign minister said,

Kashmir, Mr Singh said, was not the “core”
issue between India and Pakistan. He dismissed as
rhetoric, Gen Musharraf’s statement that Kashmir
runs in the blood of every Pakistani. “If that is so,
why at least Jammu and Kashmir is not part of the
body of Pakistan?” he asked. It was, he said, “at
the core of Indian nationhood,” and “just on the
basis of the religious inclination of some of the
population..we are not going to reinvent the wo-
nation theory,” he said. There was no guestion of
going through endless partitions of the country.

Although he did say that “we have to recognise
reality” and the era of map-making was over, Mr
Singh would not accept the LoC as a final solution.
“I'm a creature of Parliament” and it (across the
LoC} does remain PoK,” he said.

He said his function was “to facilitate dialogue™,
not “provoke hostility” and said India had
repeaiedly offered Pakistan talks similar to it
dialogue with China, leaving contentious issues 10
be worked out while pushing ahead with others.

Agency reports from Muzaffarabad say the PoK
Prime Minister today refused to arrest or seal the
offices of the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and the Jaish-e-
Mohammed despite a ban imposed by the military
regime.
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germ warfare

ISLAMABAD: In & move that
could further affect its relations
with India, Pakistan has said that it
will not extend transit facility to the
50,000 1onnes of Indian wheat pro-
cured by the World Food
Programme (WFP} to be sent 1o
Alghanistan on the ground that the
wheat could have been “infested
with germs and discases™.

“We have decided not to allow
the transit of Indian wheat through
Pakistan tollowing reports of il
being infested with germs and dis-
cases, which can harm Pakistani
wheat” Pakistan's federal mimister
for food, agricullure and live stock
Khair Muha-
mmad Junejo
sald on Sal-
urday.

He said the
government
had also com-
municated 1its
reservation to
the WFP and
mtormed it
that Pakislan

» Kashmir remains the core issue
between New Delhi and Islamabad,
says Gen Musharraf

Pakistan resorts
to wheat "' "¢

-

with its own list of wanted men for
extradition,

The Pakistani daily said the
Indian demand for a comprehen-
sive list of militants who had infil-
trated into T&K was conveved to
Pakistani officials during the recent
visit of LS, secretary of state Colin
Powell,

Pakistan reacted sharply to the
new Indian demand, complaining
to the US  authorities that
Islamabad was being “pushed
against the wall” by the Indians
with more demands irrespective of
their impact on Pakisian. it said.

Earlicr, Pakistan  President

" GRAINS OF DISCORD

» indian wheat bound for
Afghanistan infested with worms,
says Pakistan

list of militant groups which had
infiltrated info J&K in recent times

would not
take any risk, which might harm its
wheat production.

The WFP had procured 50.4%))
tonnes of wheat from India for
Alghan refugees, which was (o be
transported  through  Pakistan.
Pakistan, on the contrary, sold two
lakh tonnes of wheat 10 the WFP to
be sent to Afghamistan. of which
80.000 tonnes have already been
sent, Mr Junejo said.

Meanwhile, India has  asked
Pakistan to furnish a comprchen-
sive list of milttant groups that had
infiltrated into  Jammo  and
Kashmir in recent times.

The report in The News was pub-
lished a day afier Pakistan foreign
minister Abdus Sattar said that
Istamabad would provide India

Porvez Musharraf, i an interview
with a group of American national
security experts in New York on
Saturday, said that Kashmir
remained the core issue between
New Delhi and Islamabad and sug-
gested that the two sides mave
away from long-held posi lions in
resolving differenees,

He urged India 1o respond to his
call for a comprehensive dialogue
that would acknowledge the cen-
tradity of Kasbmir te the long-
standing disputa.

“Indians say, ‘let’s discuss all
issues,” but sometimes they leave
out Kashmir. Kashmir is the core
tsue.” he said m the interview pub-

lished by T ke NewYork Times on
Sunday. w15
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Islamabad, January 20

INDIA HAS asked Pakistan to
furnish a comprehensive list of
militant groups who have infil-
trated into J&K recently An
apparently upset Islamabad has
said it is being “pushed against
the wall” by New Delhi.

The report, published in Pak-
istani daily The News, said the
Indian demand had been con-
veyed to Pakistan during US Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell's
recent visit. It said India had
made it clear to the US autho-
rities that unless all its demands,
especially concerning Kashmir,
were met, thev would not with-
draw forces from the border.

“Pakistan was of the view that
by demanding such lists, New
Delhi was actually playing a
game to defame Islamabad and
establish its military involve-
ment in Kashmir,” the daily said.

According to reports, Pakis-
tani Foreign Minister Abdul Sat-
tar has said Pakistan was prepar-
ing its own list of terrorists that

. were sheltered in India. The list

would be handed over soon.

An NDTV report quotes Union
Minister for Parliamentary Aff-
airs Pramod Mahajan reacting to
the statement tonight: “(India)
. has heard for the first time of
any such claim. Pakistan has
never made it before. It is like fil-
ing a croes-FIR at a police sta-
tion. You commit a crime and
you file the FIR so the police can-
not take action against you. Real-
ly, we do not take this list very
seriously”

Meanwhile, a Friday Times
report says militant groups in
Pakistan have made it clear that
they would continue their opera-
tions from PoK as it does not fall
within Islamabad’s purview and

‘Contaminated’ Indian
aid denied transit

PAKISTAN HAS refused to
extend transit facility to

- 50,000 tonnes of Indian wheat
procured by World Food Pro-
gramme to be sent to Afgha.
nistan on the ground that the
wheat could be “infested with
germs and diseases”.

“We have decided not to
allow the transit of Indian
wheat through Pakistan due to
reports that it was infested
with perms and diseases
which can harm Pakistani
wheat,” Pakistan’s Federal
Minister for Foed, Agriculture
and Livestock Khair Muham-
mad Junejo said yesterday.

PTI Islamabad

warned they could wage jehad
against Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf. It quoted Intelli-
gence agencies as hinting that
the religious clerics might fight
back and were instigating stu-
dents in madrasas to a jehad.

Hizbul Mujahideen supremo
Syed Salahuddin had recently
stated that banned outfits like
Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lash-
kar-e-Tayveba could continue
their activities from PoK.

Meanwhile, supporters of a
hanned Istamic group threw
stanes at the police in Dir, 270 km
from Peshawar. and staged a ra-
11y defying the ban on their activ-
ities, The group threatened to
launch a protest if its jailed lead-
ersand activists are not released
by next Sunday. At least six
policemen were injured. No more
details were available because of
the remoteness of the area.

OW, De;lhl wants
a hst from Pak

R
At

President Musharraf banned
three sectarian Islamic groups,
including the Tehrik Nifaz Shari-
at-e-Mohammedi, and two Mus-
lim guerrilla groups fighting in
Kashmir in an attempt to curb
religious extremism and vio-
lence in Pakistan. Over 2.000
activists of the banned and some
other hardline groups have been
arrested and over 640 of their
offices been sealed since January
12 when Musharraf announced
the tough measures against
extremist groups.

Core issue again

In New York vesterdav
Musharraf said again that Kash-
mir remained the core issue
between Delhi and Islamabad. He
suggested that the two sides mo-
ve away from their long-held po-
sitions to resolve differences. In
an interview to a group of US na-
tional security experts, he urged
India ta respond to his call for a
comprehensive dialogue that
would accept the centrality of
Kashmir to the long-standing dis-
pute between the two countries.

“Indians say. ‘let’s discuss all
issties,” but sometimes they leave
out Kashmir Kashmir is the core
issue.” he told The New York
Times. India and Pakistan had an
“obligation” to avoid war. The
two sides should eliminate from
discussions what each finds un-
acceptable, and finally, construct
an agreement on the hasis of al-
ternatives to long-held positions.

The daily said Musharraf voi-
ced disappointment that the Indi-
an Cabinet had overturned what
“a declaration™ negotiated in
Agra to hold talks on Kashmir
and other disputes. It was “scut-
tled"” by hardliners. he said.

Agencies
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dangles
Dawood
dividend
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Jan. 20: Diplomatic posturing
spilled on to the public platform
today with Delhi frowning on
global pressure for a puliback
from the horder and asserting
that the handover of Dawopod
Ibrahim would have a “dramatic
effect” on Indians.

“If Pakistan extraditesd Da-
wood to India, it will have a dra-
matic effect on the pulse of the
people here,”” home minister
1L.K. Advani told a public meet-
ing in Mumbai — the target of
the serial blasts masterminded
by the underworld don.

Advani described Dawoad,
whosename is on the most-want-
ed list submitted to Pakistan, as
the “persgnification of terror-
ismin India”,

Advani’s comment was the
clearest indication yet that India
and Pakistan have narrowed
down the focus of their bargain-
ing to the handover of some of
the 20 suspacts named on the list.

Advani hinted that seiting
aside convention, armed securi-
ty conld be deplaved inside Pax-
liament in the light of the De-
cernber 13 attack.

If Advani chose Mumbai to
put the chips on the table, de-
fence minister George Fernan-
des picked an Indian audience in
New York to put forth his case.

Fernandes took objection to
western countries asking India
to pull back its troops on the boy-
der and termed the talk of nu-
clear danger in the subcontinent
as an insult 10 the people of the
region.

/S secretary of state Colin
Powell said the Indo-Pak situa-
tion has “improved alittle” and a
political decision has been taken
to rind a diplomatic solution.

But India was at pains to stre-
55 again that Powell's shuttle-di-
plomacy last week did not amou-
nt to “third party medijation™.

Even as minister of state for
externa)l affairs Omar Abdullab
was making the statement in Sri-
nagar, a 10-member American
team, including US amthassador
Robert Blackwill and an admi-
ral, landed in Jammu. The
American delegation met chief
minister Farooq Abduliah.

Across the border, Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf,
too, kept up the pitch, iterating
that Kashmir is the core isste.

The New York Times quoted
him as again blaming hardliners
in India for scuttling progress on
Kashmir in Agra. But Musharr-
af suggested that Prime Minis-
ter A.B. Vajpavee's “body langu-
age” indicated that he wanted to
be more conciliatory on Kash-
mir,

Referring to the crackdown
an extremist outfits, Musharraf
said: “I thought 10 times about

) P-‘putting my hand in the beehive

of rveliginus extremism.” But
after seeing the scale of the mili-
tants’ protest against the govern-
ment, “I realised thaf thiz was
the maximum they could do, and
the vast majority of the people
wera with me”, he added. /

-/
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7 INDIAN FUGITIVES NOT IN PAK.. MUSHARRAF

* We too have a list: Sattar

By B. Muralidhar Reddy ()’\”

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 19, The war of words between
India and Pakistan over the list of 20 fugitives,
wheo New Delhi says are in Pakistan, has taken
a new turn, with the Pakistan President, Per-
vez. Musharraf, maintaining that the Indian
citizens figuring on it are not in Pakistan.

L

,\ At a news conference here along with the
visiting Deputy Prime Minifter of Canada, Jo-
han Manley, the Pakistan [Foreign Minister,
Abdul Sattar, asserted thatlif the Indian citi-
zens on the list were traced, the demand for
their extradition would be examined on mer-
its.

Mr. Sattar announced that Islamabad soon

It Is Vajpayee’s turn now’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 19. The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, bas said that India will
have to demonstrate its willingness and de-
sire for the resumption of a dialogue with
Pakistan.

In an interview to CNN, Gen. Musharraf
said tension between the couniries had be-
gun easing after the diplomatic efforts of the
past week. He believed that the Indian Prime
Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, desired to take the
dialogue forward to address all issues, in-
cluding Kashmir.

On whether there was any change in the
situation as the two countries were on the
brink of war two weeks ago, he said, “Twould
agree. [ think if you are talking of one week,
yes. With the passage of time, the vibes com-
ing tfrom India and the efforts of the Secre-
tary of State, Colin Powell, have changed the
environment.”

Asked why he would not call Mr. Vajpayee
over the phone to ease the tensions further,
he said he had been taking a lot of initiatives
for some time. “It is high time that he (Vaj-
payee) takes some initiative also.”

Asked whether he was optimistic about
having fruitful talks with India, he said, “T
am quite optimistic. There has to be a desire
from the Indian side for a dialogue. I cannot
say for sure, but since [ went to Agra and I
met the Indian leadership and met Prime
Minister Vajpayee, my reading is that there
is a desire on the part of Mr. Vajpayee in
moving forward on dialogue... having a dia-
logue with Pakistan and also addressing all
issues, including Kashmir."

Asked why there was no response from the
Indian leaders to his direct appeal, Gen.
Musharraf said the lack of response was due
to “extraneous factors”.

“Lot of extraneous factors are influencing
the minds of the Indian leaders,” especially
the elections (Uttar Pradesh Assembly polls),
“I see a visible disharmony in India’s ruling
coalition,” he said, adding, “I do not think
there is harmony in their (Indian leaders)
judgments and thoughts, That is the reason
they have not decided whether it (his appeal)
was enough.”

THE HINDY
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intended to hand over to New Delhi its own
list of fugitives allegedly sheltered in India. It
is for the first time since India has handed
over the list of wanted criminals that Pakistan
has talked of its own list.

Mr. Sarrar said he had gone through the file
on the fugitives demanded by Tndia only this
morning. “We have received background in-
furmation provided by India about the list of
20 persons allegedly in Pakistan, In some
cases the background goes as far as 1981. We
have to study it and if they are traced we
would consider each case on merit.”

(On Friday, in an interview to CNN, the Pa-
kistan President had maintained that the 20
persons wanted by India were not in Pakistan.
"They have a list of 20. [ said, as far as Pakista-
nis are concerned, we are not going hand over
any Pakistani and if at all we get evidence we
will try themn here. Now, as far as non-Pakista-
nis are concerned, 1 do not know anybody in
the list. We do not have them,” he said).

Asked if [slamabad was planning to forward
its own list of criminals sheltered in India, Mr,
Sattar said, '“We have names on our list,
will forward it in the course of time to the
Governtment of India”.

He said that neither India nor Pakistan had
any reason to shelter any criminals. ““Let’s say
that neither country had any reason whatso-
ever to protect criminals who have commit-
ted crimes in one country or the other.”

“As for extradition that ts a complex, politi-
cal and legal issue., We shall, as the President
said, examine the cases of Indian nationals
who are alleged to be in Pakistan and try ta
trace them, study the information that is pro-
vided to us by the Government with regards
to these people and then take further acg
in accordance with the merits.”
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| ISLAMABAD, Jan. 19. — In an
| apparent bid to counter India’s

| demand for handing over 20 crimi-

| nals and terrorists, Pakistan today
{ said it would provide New Delhi with
{ its own list of wanted men, allegediy
| sheltered in Indis, for extradition.
| “We've names on our list. We'll
? forward it in due course of time to

the Government of India,” the Paki-
, stani foreign minister, Mr Abdul
i Sattar, said at a joint press confer-
{ ence here with the visiting Cana-
) dian Deputy Prime Minister, Mr
| John Manley.
| Mr Sattar termed as background

material and “not evidence” the lat-
! est information provided by India
| for extradition of 14 Pakistani
| nationals named in the list. “India
{ has provided us with the names
i and background of most of these 20
i peopie. I saw the list this morning
| that gives the background of some
| cases going back to 1981 Well, as
| President Pervez Musharraf said,
| examine the cases of Indian nation-
als who are alleged to be in
Pakistan and try to trace them,
study the information that is pro-
vided to us by the government
about these people and then take
action accordingly.”

Mr Sattar's comments followed
' Gen Musharraf's interview to CNN
' in which he said: “As far as the non-
Pakistanis (who are on the list India
had handed over to¢ Pakistan} are
concerned, I do not know anybody in
the list. We da not have them.”
Mr LK Advani today satd Gen

Musharraf backtracked on an

Musharraf has backtracked: Advani |

Pak ﬂashes
\ its list_ .

of wanted
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extradition treaty the moment a |
reference was made to the Mumbai |
blasts accused staying in Karachi. |
He recalled that during his meeting |
with Gen Musharraf on the eve of |
the Agra summit, he broached the |
subject and the Pakistani leader |
agreed on an extradition treaty.
Speaking at a function in New
Delhi, Mr Advam said he told Gen
Musharraf that these Mumbai
blasts accused were staying in offi- J
cial residences. J

The minister said he raised the |
extradition issue with him because |
the Pakistani President came from |
Turkey after signing an extradition !
agreement there. j

Earlier, The News said Pakistan ;
might be willing to congider hand-
ing over the Indians who feature on F
the list of 20, if New Delhi is pre- |
pared to send terrorists wanted in
Pakistan, specially those belonging
to ethnic organisations in Karachi
currently hiding in India. This had {
been conveyed to Gen Powell when
he was here for talks two days ago,
the daily said. ‘

The two countries clashed on the |
terrorism issue in the United
Nations.

Speaking at a Security Council |
debate on Threats to International
Peace and Security Caused by Terr-
orist Acts yesterday, India's UN
ambassador Mr Kamalesh Sharma
said the world should not be con-
vinced by the justificationn being
offered for the “moral, political and
diplomatic support” to what is
clearly terrorism. Islamahbad in
turn accused India of fudging the
very definition of terrorism.

" added.

~ An inguiry has been instituted to determine the cause of today’s fire.
- Confidential records, including files relating to militant outfits banned by
. Pakistan and those of the Intelligence Bureau, were destroyed in the 15
- January fire and the autharities didn’t rule out sabotage.
The government, however, downplayed the loss saying the documents
were not so sensitive and instituted a

incident. — PTIL

Fresh fire in Pak building

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 19. — A fire today broke out again in the state-owned
building which was destroyed in a blaze on 15 January.
. Sensitive records of the federal ministries in Pakistan, including those
. of the interior ministry, were destrayed in the earlier incident.
. Files lying abandoned on various floors of the i6-storeyed building
~ caught fire, the APP news agency said quoting a police officer.

Reacting to the reports, the director, municipal administration, My
- Mustafeen Kazmi, said today’s blaze is an unresolved mystery.
Fire was noticed on the 16th, 11th and eighth floors of the building, he
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L.. WEATHER

Parthy cloudy sky. Minimum temparaturs Fkely to 'ba around 19°C.
Yasterday's readings:

Maximum temperaiute up to 5.30 p.mn. was 28.9° C [+3)

Minimum temparature up 10 8.30 2.m was 8.6 C (+5)

Raiative hurmidity. Maximum 98%. minimum 52%

Retative humidity at 8.30 a.m.. 93% {+15) and & 5.30 p.m.: 70% (+15}
Rainfall: Nil.

Sun sats loday al 5.16 pan; rises tomorraw at §.19 & m. Moon rises
today at 10.34 am; sefs at 11 p.m.

First guarler of ihe meoon tomeimow.

Hooghly river tides al Garden Reach:

Jar 20: High water  5.14am 437 m
Jan 200 Low water 1.4ipm 159
Jan 20: High water 537 om  4.05 mt
Jan21: Low water 1.52am 190 mt
{ cITY Max Min i
’ Delhi 23 2 Partly sunny
| tMumbei 30 12 Partly sunny
Chennai 3 21 Partly sunny
| Bangalere 28 15 Partly sunny
Hyderabad 30 Partly sunny
| Siliguri 27 Partly sunny
| Bhubaneswar 30 Partly sunny
Patna 27 H Showers

o g We support the use of recycied newspnm :

Lashkar hawala
racket busted

MUMBAI, Jan. 19. — Hawala operators
Rajesh Khodabai Prajapati (24) and
Mehboob Karim Merchant (37) were vester-
day arrested at Naupada and Bhuleshwar in
south Mumbai for siphoning off money to the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba, the joint commissioner
of police {¢rime), Mr B Mohite, said today.
Mehbocb and his brother, Sultan, who has a
courier office at Naupada, gave Bs 28.25 lakh

! to Prajapati, he said. “Prajapati transferred it

through hawala to one Dilip Barot of Delhi
and this was to be delivered to Adil Nazir, a
Lashkar man,” Sultan is absconding. )
Prajapati and Mehboob were today produ-
ced before the additional chief metropolitan
magistrate and remanded in custody till 22
Janunary. They have been handed over to
Delhi Police for interrogation to establish
their links with the four uliras, including
Nazir, held in Delhi on 14 January. About
7.98 kg of RDX and Rs 34,90,000 were seized
from the Lashkar men who had allegedly
planned blasts in Delhi on Republic Day.
Barot was also held for funding them. — PTI

No smoking
on trains

NEW DELHI, Jan. 19. — The Railways
have decided to ban smoking on traies, rail-
way stations and offices sayi
tion_ wounld attract a fine of
sion comes in the wake Supreme Court
direction banning s ng in public places

“No body would.be aliowed to smoke in
railway premises including the Rail Bha-
van, all office buildings of Railways, plat-
forms other pyemises housing railway
establitshments mcliudmg the railway pro-
duefion units,” an official release said today.

Asserting that the Railways Act empowers
the Railways to prohibit smoking, it said the
Act would help strict implementation of the
Supreme Court directives. — PTI
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India, Pakistan
“inch towards

a compromlise

Jan. 1B, — There is likely to be a thaw in
subcontinental relations shortly as there are hints
of a give-and-take between India and Pakistan
within this month.

Government sources indicated that Islamabad
may hand over some of the key accused in the
Mumbai blasts case, possibly within the next 10
days, and, if ground conditions were conducive,
New Delhi would consider sending back the
recalled high commissioner, Mr Vijay Nambiar, to
Islamabad, possibly by the end of this month,

(The Pakistani foreign minister has said the
tensions have begun easing on the diplomatic front
after General Colin Powell’s visit, but tensions on
the ground is yet to be defused, PTI adds from
Islamabad. Armies of both the countries were still
in eyeball-to-eyehall position, the Urdu daily Jung
quoted Mr Abdul Sattar as having said.)

While there are a lot of “ifs’, the Indian stand on
Pakistan has softened and the government is
tooking for graceful “exit routes” to mend fences
with its estranged neighbour. The measures will,
however, stop short of puiling back troops, and will
require Pakistan to deliver some of the 20
criminals wanted by India.

Mr Nambiar returned to New Delhi last month
after India scaled
down its diplomatic
relations with Pakis-
tan, as part of a series
of measures to pro- | 4
test against the attack |
on Parliament, ‘

General  Pervez
Musharraf’s speech
last Saturday has
been viewed by the
world as “path-brea-
king”, and New Delhi
is feeling constrained
to  not  appear
intransigent.

But the
government is not
about to relax its

Mr Jaswant Singh with Gen Colin Pawel ~ AP/PT|

- QP/L ¢y

mtalmng troops along the border, India’s

dxplnmanc manoeuvres could be scaled back as
“mutual confidence-building measures”, if and
when some of its “conditions” are met.

The visit of the US seccretary of state has come

at an opportune moment for India. It has provided
the government with channels to convey its views
to Islamabad without Gen Musharraf feeling
directly threatened by India,

The government has ajgreed to convey additional

evidence to Pakistan on some of the 20 criminals
on the [ist of “most wanted”, and indications are
that not just the Sikh militants, but at least some
key Mumbai biasts accusied, possibly even Dawood
Ibrahim, would be handi:d over shortly,

(The additional evidiince were today handed

over to the Pakistani di:puty high commissioner,
Mr Jaleel Abbas Jilani, TI reports.)

Musharraf on crackdowm: Gen Musharraf today
said the crackdown or militant outfits was in
Pakistan’s own interest .and asked India not to sit
in judgement on his eff'orts to rein in the ultras,
PTI adds. Islamabad hiad “to show no action to
anybody.” he told Islamic clerics. *

He asked the mullalis to leave issues such as

Kashmir to his government to resolve, “We are
going to deal with it. Hive faith in me and leave it
to me.”

In an interview to a Lebanese journalist, he said
there were
“fluctuating signals”
from India on easing
tenisions and rufed
out Islamabad
accepting LoC as a
border for a solution
ta the Kashmir issue.
| Meanwhile, police
in Pakistan have -
arrested a large
numbe; of cadres of
banned groups and
sealed several of
7 | their offices in PoK.
i The daily Pakistan
said the outfits were
ch-operating  with
the government and

have surrendered weapons. The weapons are kept
realising that the bmid-up has opened before it 2 in PoK and other areas adjoining the LoC.

“window of opportunity” to resolve the issue of
cross-border terrorism with PakistaWe

military deployment on the border just yet,

I / Editorial: Pakistan and Hurriyat, pggé"ci
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touchdown ,

His circle of friends in South Ag%\}‘nay grow after all

F S Secretary of State Colin Powell’s pur-
I pose in touring the subcontinent was to

ferry messages across the heavily mili-
tarised border betwcen India and Pakistan, his
visit must be termed a success. As he touched
down in Islamabad and New Delhi this week, he
made it a point to underline the positive nuances
he captured from the leadership in both capitals.
Restraint has always been the cornerstone of the
Powell doctrine, and he has carefully worded his
statements to reflect the perceptible lessening of
post-December 13 tensions. He emphasised
that Pakistan had not exactly ruled out the extra-
dition of the non-Pakistani nationals on India’s
list of 20 most wanted criminals — that India
could still get the evidence it seeks of Pakistani
sincerity to follow through on General Pervez
Musharraf’s promises of cracking down on all
terrorists. And before he left for Kathmandu, he
dwelled on his assessment that Musharraf’s tele-
vised address had been well-received in New
Delhi. The information revolution may be wel
under way, but nuclear ncighbours clearly need a
trusted diplomat to help exchange courtesies be-
fore moving towards dialogue.

But during his whistle-stop visit, Powell did
more than just prove his skills as a messenger. Ata
time when India has unequivocally signalled its
resolve to end infiltration of terrorism from Pak-
istani soil, he has given ample indication of long-
term American engagement n the region. A
flurry of crucial journeys after Decemnber 13 to

and from Washington -— Home Minister LK.

. S 0 v L

Advani and Defence Mihister George Fernan-
des’ meetings there and now Powell's rendezvous
in New Dethi -— have more or less established
one thing. That this bout of American involve-
ment in South Asia is not a one-shot deal, that its
spatial'and temporal limits are not defined by the
US’s campaign in Afghanistan. Poweil, while urg-
ing New Delhi to give General Musharraf more
time to translate his words into concrete action,
said the US would monitor follow-up, confi-
dence-building measures taken by Pakistan, It is
alspwell that the American secretary of state has
appreciated the dynamics of India’s coercive
diplomacy in its own campaign against ferrorism.
De-escalation of tension along the border with
Pakistan is dependent not onr the two armies being
ordered to retreat to peacetime positions, De-es-
calation hinges upon critical political and diplo-
matic breakthroughs — breakthroughs that can
only be judged by a perceptible drop in cross-bor-
der terrorism, This, it is important to note, is a
jadgement call that cannot be made in a matter
of days, maybe even weeks.

But diplomatic efforts are not evaluated on
the basis of what is said alone, little dances

around prickly issues tell their own story. Poweil

was careful to hush any mention of mediation, a
word that carries tremendously negative conno-
tations here. Yes, any visit by a Westem official
that passes off without a gatte (a la Tony Blair’s
strenuous acrobatics with the word “position”,
or peripatetic American senators’ unsolicited

advice) hasto be a good thirig./

|
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Response after Pak acts on I|st

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, JAN. 18, Without com-
mitting itself to a dialogue, India
today indicated that it could ook
afresh at the diplomatic and polit-
ical measures it had adopted
against Pakistan after the terrorist
attack on Parliament, provided [s-
lamabad took action against
those named in the list of 20 sent
to it earlier.

“If there is action with regard to
the list of 20 wanted terrorists and
criminals, then T am very hopeful
that there would be a distinet
move to a sifuation that would be
similar to what existed before the
13th of December”, the External
Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh,
said at a joint press conference
with the visiting U.5. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, today.

Distancing India from the pos-
sibility of a war, Mr, Singh said
that New Delhi was looking for a
diplomatic solution to the crisis
engulfing the two neighbaours.

The “‘central thought” in the
mind of the Indian leadership was
the “restoration of confidence”
between India and Pakistan. Once
that was achieved, “eversthing
would fall into place.”

[ndia bad recalled its High
Commissioner  from  Pakistan,
slashed the stalf in its diplomatic
mission in Islamabad by half and
denied Pakistan planes access to
ils airspace tollowing the Decem-
ber 13 attack on Parliament.

Simultaneously, it had mobil-
ised its forces wwards the India-
Pakistan border.

Government sources here clar-
ified that India could sequentially
roll back some of the diplomatic
and political steps it had adopted

The U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, with
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, in
New Deihi on Friday. — Reuters

after December 13, provided Isla-
mabad met its expectations on
three counts.

First, Pakistan should act on the
list of 20 that it had been provid-
ed. Gen. Powell indicated at the
press conference thar it would be
easier for Pakistan to take action
against the 14 Indian nationals on
the list.

According to Mr. Singh, the Pa-
kistani police may not find it too
difficult to pick up the 14 persons.
“It is not as if they are hiding in
some caves in Karachi”, he said.

Gen. Powell, the sources said,
showed special interest o see Pa-
kistani action against individuals
on the terrorist list, At the press
conference, he urged the Pakistan

HO-

Pervez \/ (Z rraf, to

Presrdem
take “further action”/ against
them.

Second, the infiltration of ter-
rorists in Jammu and Kashmir
from Pakistan, Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) as well the North-
ern Areas needed to be restrained.
During talks, it was pointed out to
Gen. Powell that radio intercepts
monitored by India as well as
those independently obtained by
the U.S. had made it clear that the
level of infiltration into Jammu
and Kashmir was yet to drop.

India, as a matter of policy, was
currently sharing the tapes with
key countries including the U.S,
France and Russia, the sources
added.

Third, india was awaiting a vis-
ible downturm in externally-aided
internal violence in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Sources pointed out that the re-
vival of an Indo-Pak, dialogue and
pullback of forces by India was
sti)] far away.

India would be ready to de-es-
calate its troop presence once the
Pakistani crackdown bhecomes ir-
reversible, they said.

The Army had also stated thart it

‘Talks could not be Kashmnr—centnc

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 1B. The visiting
U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Po-
well, today asserted that a dia-
logue between India and Pakistan
“could not be Kashrir-centric.”
Gen. Powelt made this observa-
tion during an interview with New
Dethi Television. During the con-
versation, he said the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf's
words will have to be matched by

action, but believed that the steps
had been taken by the General
that could lead to de-escalation of
tension between India and Pakis-
tan.

Additional evidence
handed over

In a related development, India
today handed over additional evi-
dence against terrorists and crim-
inals named in the list of 20, who,

it believes, have taken refuge in
Pakisran. This additional infor-
mation was given to Pakistan's
Deputy High Commissioner, Ja-
leel Abbas jilani. by Arun K. Singh,
Joint Secretary in the Ministry of
External Affairs.

The External Affairs Minjster,
Jaswant Singh, said this afternoon
that Pakistan was well aware of
the whereabouts of the 14 Indian
nationals who were on this list.

‘Pullback only after concrete Pak. steps’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami
WASHINGTON, JAN. 18. India cannot

. withdraw forces from the border

umntil Pakistan ceased cross-bor-
der terrorism and handed over
the 20 terrorists sought by it, the
Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, stated here,

“It 15 only when we realise that
Pakistan has taken specific, very
concrete steps 1o end cross-bor-
der terrorism we can discuss the
withdrawal of the troops that are
now on the fronters,” Mr. Fer-
nandes said a1 a press conference
at the Indian Embassy on Thurs-
day evening.

While acknowledging that the
diplomatic efforts had vyielded
“substantial results,"he said In-
dia was not looking at a time-
frame for “non-infiltration.” The
Indians in the list of 20 would
have 1o be handed over and New
Delhi and lslamabad could dis-
cuss over the Pakistani nationals.

*1f there is any problem with
regard to the Pakistani nationals,
it could be discussed further. But
so0 far as people of Indian citizen-
ship who have been used for ter-
rorist activides and since found
shefter in Pakistan are concerned
they should be handed over forth-
with.”

Mr, Fernandes was generally
upbeat over the nature and scope
of hilateral detence cooperation
and exchanges. “'Today this rela-

tionship is qualitatively different
from the days of the Cold War”,
he remarked on mare than one
occasion.

The U.S. Secretary of Defence, Donald Rumsfeld, with the
Defence Minister, George Fernandes, during a press
conference in Washington on Thursday. — Reuters

In the realm of defence cooper-
ation between the United States
and India, it was announced that
the next Round of meeting of the
Defence Policy Group will be held
in May, before which there will be
a meeting of the Executive Steer-
ing Groups. Next month the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. of
Staff, Gen, Richard Myers, will be
visiting India and the return visit
of the Chief of Army Staff, Gen. S.
Padmanabhan is set for April.

India and the United States on

Thursday signed the General Se-
curity on Military Information
Agreement (SGOMIA).

In the view of the Defence Secre-
tary, Donald Rumsteld, the agree-
ment paves the way for “‘greater
technology  cooperation’”  be-
tween the two countries.

Mr, Fernandes, both at the Pen-
tagon and later during the press
conference, made it known that
there was absolutely no problem
with the Bush administration on
the Israeli sale of the Phalcon sys-

tem; and chat the reporting to tha
effect had been wrong. The ad-
ministration here, according to
Mr. Ternandes, had given the
“categorical  assurance”  that
there is no change with respect to
the Phalcon.

The impression, however, is
that while Washington approves
of the [sraeli sale, it is leaning on
the Jewish State not ta go through
with it at this time in view of the
existing tensions in South Asia.

Mr. Fernandes did nor foresee
any difficulry with regard to
weapons procurement from the
United States, saying that was sat-
isfied with the assurances that
there would not be any obstacles.

“Several pending cases of sup-
plies of defence equipment and
spare parts {from the U.S. to India,
such as engines and other sys-
tems for the Light Combat Air-
craft and Weapons Locating
Radar were discussed. We have
been assured that these licences
are in an advanced stage of proc-
essing within the U.S. system and
final decisions are expected to be
conveyed shortly.”

On Thursday, Mr. Fermandes
was received by the Vice Presi-
dent, Diick Cheney. Earlier, he was
at the White House for a meeting
with the National Security Advi-
sor, Condolezza Rice, which was
followed by a meeting, incituding
ar the delegation leve), at the Pen-
tagon,

Mr. Fernandes also mer the
Deputy Secretarv of State, Ri-
chard Armitage, and termed the

meeting as “"very nrodeoes
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was logistically difficult to mobil- |
ise as well as pull back forces at ‘
short notice. i
India. however, indicated to |
Gen, Powell its readiness to pri- |
oritise discussions on Jammu and '
Kashinir as part of its “composite |
dialogue’ format later, in case Pa- |
kistan effectively cracked down '
on terrorism that sprang from its %
territory. i
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Gen. Powell, on his part, ac-
quainted the Indian side about |
his’ discussions in Islamabad.
Gen. Musharraf, according to
sources, conveyed 1o the 1.5, del-
egation that restoration of de- !
mocracy in Pakistan could not
precede the establishment of !

. public order there.

)
Gen. Musharraf also conveyed |
his response 10 India's military !
mobilisation. The Pakistani lead- |
er said his country would robustly |
cgunter any military action by In- |
dia. f
On the list of 20, the Pakistani
side said it was looking for con-
crete evidence about the involve-
ment of the individuals jn
rerrorist and criminal activigy

It was in response tg this de-
mand that New Delhi agreed to
provide additional information at .
U.5. request.

Sensing the possibility of a
gradual reduction in Indo-Pak,
tensions, Gen. Powell said, “we
exchanged a number of ideas an
how we can move forward and 1
leave here verv encouraged that
we cah find a solution to this trou- |
bling situation.” |

Gen. Powell, even before his ar-
rival here, said the purpose of his
visit to the subcontinent was to {
arrest the downturn in Indo-Pak.
relatiens.

Musharraf resents
Fernandes remarks

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 18, The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, to-
day reseiited what he termed
“rhetorical” staterments from In-
dian leaders, particilarty the De-
fence Minister, George
Fernandes, asking him to back his
denouncements against extre-
mism with deeds, and asserted
that Islamabad would not allow
anyone to sitin judgment over the
action it has initiated in the in-
terest of peace and prosperity.

In an hour-long speech at a
wa-day conference of religions
scholars, organised by the Minis-
try of Religious Affairs to debate
the situation in the light of his Ja~
nuary 12 speech, Gen. Musharraf,
was at pains to emphasise thar
the reforms initiated were not op-
posed to fslam. The purpose of
the conference was to explain the
rationale behind the series of
measures in recent days against
religious extremism.

He made a specific reference to
Kashmir as an example of the re-
gion where “felow Muslims were
facing repression” and said
“leave these matters to the Gav-
ernment, We would deal with
them, and take my word the Gov-
ermment would not let down the
neople of Pakistan'.

Fven as Gen. Musharraf was on
his feet, some in the audience got
up to comptlain about the exces-
sive zeal of the authorities enfore-
ing the restrictions on use of
loudspeakers in mosques and the
arrest of {nnocent citizens in the
name of fighting extwremism. He
promised action on the com-
plaints and sought their co-oper-
ation in transforming Pakistan
ifnite & mare tolerant society.

Gen. Musharraf said there
should be no doubt in anyvone's
mind that Pakistan was an islamic
society. “We are opposed to those

BIP faces uphill task in U.P.

who blindly ape the West. At the
same time we want to confront
those on the other side of the
spectium, religious extremists.
The middle path is the ideal op-
tion for Pakistan and we seek
promote it”, he said.

e devated considerable time
to speak on the current tension
between India and Pakistan and
gave sufficient indications that
the threat of war had receded.

‘Accepting LoC no
solution to Kashmir’

ISLAMABAD, JAN, 18, The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, has
said that he has been receiving
“fluctuating signais” from India
oh easing tensions berween the
two countries, and ruled out
chances of Islamabad accepting
the Line of Control (LoC} as a so-
lution ta the Kashmir issue.

In an interview ta¢ a Lebanese
newspaper here, he outlined a
“step by step approach” o nor-
malise reladons with India
through talks which included ac-
cepting Kashmir as the core issue.
“There i3 fluctuation in the sig-
nals we are receiving from New
Delhi. They are not consistent in
their statements.” he said.

On the measures to contain ex-
tremism within Pakistan, he said,
“the U.S is guite satisfied with the
steps 1 have taken.”

On the possibility of the LoC as
a solution to the Kashmir issue,
he said, “it cannot be the solution
to the problem. We have fougit
four wars over the LoC",

“The first step should be the re-
sumption of peaceful dialague.
The second should be to accept
Kashmir as a central issue. The
third is to negate any solulion
which is not acceptable 10 both
couniries and the fourth — to
solve it according to the wishes of
the Kashmiris"”.

By Our Specia! Correspondent

| NEW DELMI, JAN. 18. The seat-sharing exercise between
i the Bharatiya Janata Party and its allies in tJttar Pra-
. desh is mote tension-ridden than anticipated. The
i leaders ofwllies have begun approaching the Prime
. Minister to britg. pressure on the State leaders to
' concede more seats. battle has intensified with
the BIP declaring candidétes.for 309 seats in the
Assembtly of 403. e

The BJP's complaint is that the allig-have an
exaggerated notion of their support base, and therg
was no way the party could concede so many seats
{and end up losing them). On the other hand, the
| allies know that a considerably weakened BIP in U.P.
has a high political stake, and it badly needs them.
And they intend to exploit this to their advantage.

" The president of the Rashtriya Lok Dal, Ajit Singh,
met the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, today.

The RLD i9 interested in the Khekra Assembly seg-
ment ir its Baghpat Lok Sabha constituency, which
the BJP is unwilling to relinquish as its sitting MLA,
Roop Chaudhary, is the all India zenerai secretary of
the ¥Yuva Morcha. So hoth the BIP and the RLD have
declared their candidates for the segment. Accord-
ing to the RLD, Mr. Vajpayee asked BJP State leaders
to accommodate the RLT}, and another round of
talks was on iill late tonight 10 smoothen out differ-
ences on some six “overlapping seats’.

Although yesterday a senior BJP leader indicated
that Maneka Gandhi’s Shakti Dal would be given

~$1rwo orithree” seats, today her party declared its list

of candidates for 14 seats.

The Samata Party, the Janata Dal (United) and the
Lok Janshakti Wave_decided to wait a day or two
before declaring lists. Reports suggest that so far the
number of seats offered by the BIP to them was far
short of what they expected.
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talks: Powell

NEW DELHIL US. Secretary of
State Colin Powell on Thursday
night said the Bush administration
was anxious to see ‘a dialogue
between India and Pakistan on all
issues, inchuding Kashmir.

Addressing the media after hold-
ing talks with external affairs min-
ister Jaswant Singh, Gen Powell
expressed hope that the standoff
between the subcontinent neigh-
bours in the wake of the recent ten-
sions would be resolved quickly.
He added that
the U.S. was will-
ing to stand by
the two coun-
tries to help
resolve their
bilateral prob-
lems.

Mr Singh, who
also  spoke to
presspersons, [
reiterated that [
India would B8
respond  ade- PEESE
quately and
effectively after
seeing Pakistan's
actions in com-
bating terrorism

"DELHI DIPLOMACY

Colin Powell meets Jaswant Singh
in New Delhi on Thursday,

India and Pakistan, the secretary of
state said the U.S. would always be
ready to bring about a dialogue
between the “two friends™.

On New Delhi’s demand for the
extradition of 20 terromnsts and
criminals based in Pakistan, Gen
Powell said India was sending
more evidence to Islamabad for
action against them. The American
official claimed that Pakistani lead-
ers, during their talks with him on
Wednesday, had assured him that
action would be
taken  against
non-Pakistanis
figuring in the
g list of 20 terror-
{ ists and crimi-
nals that India
had handed over
to Pakistan, As
regards the
Pakistani
nationals want-
ed by India, he
said Islamabad
was ready (o
take action in
accordance with
the law of the
land, provided
more evidence

on the ground.
Speaking about the promises made
by Gen Musharraf, Mr Singh said,
“As soon as we see {such action),
we will respond adequately and
fully.”

Reacting to the external affairs
minister’s statement, Gen Powell
said Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf had taken some steps
and it was for India to judge if the
actions constituted sufficient basis
to change its polices regarding
Pakistan. Making it clear that the
Kashmir issue had to be resolved
through’a direct dialogue between

was given against them. “The more
evidence we can provide, the bet-
ter,” he remarked.

Asked about the U.S. reaction to
the issue of converting the Line of
Control (LoC) into an internation-
al border, Gen Powell said, “We are
anxious to see a dialogue between
India and Pakistan on all these
issues, including Kashmir. We hope
the current situation is resolved as
quickly as possible. It has to be
resolved through a dialogue. The
U.S. will stand by to help the two
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Shapmg peace in Kashmir, unllaterally

By Amitabh Mattoo

USRS

HERE 1S an overwhelming don-

sensus in this country thar thejre-

al test of Pakistan's Presidént,

Pervez Musharraf's intentions
and sincerity lies not in the power of the
address that he recently delivered, but in
the resoluteness with which he under-
takes to execute the policies that he so
deftly articulated in the speech. It re-
mains 1o be seen whether Gen. Musharraf
is really as attached to the ideas and pol-
icies of Kemal Ataturk as he claims to be,
and if he truly has the capacity to deliver
his country from the mess brought about
by his predecessors. India has to carefully
watch and decide whether Gen. Mushar-
raf continues to be the erstwhile com-
mando, driven by expediency and tactics,
ot is he —in his new avatar — a Mikhail
Gorbachev-like leader who, even while
being a product of the established order,
has realised thar the system is so rotten
thar unless he radically changes policies,
internally and externally, his country will
slowly slip inte nothingness. In the inter-
im, therefore, New Delhi will have to sus-
tain the diplomatic and military ante to
ensure that Islamabad is in no doubt that
words alone cannot assuage the anger
and frustration that the people of India
have experienced in recent years at Pakis-
tan's obdurate behaviour, and which was
accentuated by the violation of one of the
country's most sacred institutions on De-
cember 13.

However, even while the wait-and-
watch phase continues, the time may
have come to fashion a concrete plan for
peace in Jammu and Kashmir. India has
demonstrated its steely resolve, but the
occasion may, hopefully, not be too far off
to reveal the moral fibre of the Republic.
Although the success of any peace project
in the State will be dependent on the end-
ing of violence, or at least its significant
reduction in the Valley and beyond, many
of the principal elements can, 1 feel, be
put in place unilaterally and must be un-
dertaken as early as is possible. While
such a programme of action would have
to be necessarily executed in different
parts, three in the case of the plan out-
lined below, the total blueprint should be
made available for discussion and dis-
semination even before any action is tak-
en. Moreover, the different parts of the

Although the success of any peace project in Jammu
and Kashmir will be dependent on the ending of
violence... many of the principal elements can be

put in place unilaterally and must be
undertaken as early as is possible.

unilateral peace process could be initi-
ated in parallel.

Part one of the peace plan would de-
mand unilateral gestures of goodwill by
the Government and the people of the
rest of India towards the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. There is recognition
throughout the country of the deep suf-
fering the Kashmiris have endured over
the Jast 12 years, and this latent reservoir
of empathy needs to be tapped. The time
has come for the nation to reach out to
the Kashmiris. If and when the violence
comes down, and there is sufficient proof
that Pakistan has indeed closed down the
terrorist camps and stopped infiltration,
the most important gestures will be to
significantly reduce the presence of the
Army, the paramilitary and other security
forces. The maintenance of law and order
must again become the responsibility of
the local police, and all special operation
agencies and vigilante groups, wherever
they exist, must be disbanded.

In addition, the biggest private sector
companies must be encouraged to invest
in the State and extraordinary incentives
must be provided to ensure that this hap-
pens, Equally, large corporations should
be persuaded to employ men and women
from the State, and — if necessary — re-
serve a quota of jobs for youth from the
region. Further, a central task force must
be set up, with the explicit purpose of
strengthening the State’s infrastructure,
particularly in the areas of power, roads,
education and health, and a special fund
created to ensure that there is an efficient
and time-bound execution of the projects
that are taken up.

Similarly, a special relief, rehabilitation
and reconciliation commission needs to
be formed, which includes leaders from
various communities and social groups,
to set into motion the process of rebuild-
ing civil society, providing support to
those traumatised over the last decade,

and repairing inter-communal relations.
Civil society groups, including cultural
organisations, from the rest of India have
begun to make their presence felt in the
State, but so far it is simply not enough.
The verve, vitality and commitment of In-
dia’s powerful non-governmental sector
must find expression in Jammu and Kash-
mir, and there i3 a need for engagement
in practically every area, from environ-
ment to education, from theatre to tradi-
tional crafts.

Part two of the peace plan is probably
the most vital as this would involve ensur-
ing that Kashmiris secure peace with dig-
nity. Elections to the Assembly, which will
be held within the next nine months, offer
a historic opportunity to restore the faith
of the ordinary Kashmiri in Indian de-
mocracy, justice and fair play, and to
demonstrate to the world New Delhi’s ca-
pacity for conflict management and
problem solving. Clearly, if the elections
have to count for something, they must
be credible and inclusive and ensuring
that this happens forms the backbone of
the programme for peace. Credibility
should not be difficult to achieve. The
Election Commission of India, together
with a group of eminent persons from the
country who are requested to observe the
elections, can ensure that there are no
malpractices and that all charges of foul
play are promptly investipated.

Ensuring popular participation, espe-
cially from those alienated by the past re-
cord, is much more difficult. But this may
be possible, if a unilateral promise is giv-
en, without prior negotiations (which
have proved to be so frustrating) with
Kashmiri leaders, that post-elections the
quantum of autonomy necessary to fulfil
Kashmiri aspirations will be negotiated
with the elected representatives within a
definite period of time and the agreement
arrived at will be guaranteed for the fu-
ture. 1t wili then become the responsib-

ility of all the Kashmiris who are so
desperately seeking peace to ensure that
there is popular participation. Simultane-
ously, a nationwide information cam-
paign on Cenire-State relations and
decentralisation must be initiated to en-
sure that there is a widespread realisation
that autonomy, in essence, is about em-
powering people, making people feel that
they belong, and about increasing the ac-
countability of public institutions and
services. Separatism grows when peopie
feel disconnected from the structures of
power and the process of policy formula-
tion; in contrast, devolution ensures pop-
ular participation in the polity.

Finally, part three of the plan for peace
would include a signal to Pakistan that
there would be a sustained dialogue on
Kashmir if Islamabad not only rejects vio-
lence, as an instrument in its totality, but
also commits itself not to attempt sub-
verting the first two parts of the plan. No
less important, the dialogue on Kashmir
must be embedded in a larger pro-
gramme of peace and -cooperation. It
shonld now be obvious to the political
leadership of Pakistan that the conflict
over Kashnir is only a symptom of deeper
differences, rooted in the manner in
which the two nation-states were differ-
ently conceived and have grown over the
last 50-odd years. Thus, even as Pakistan
reconstructs itself, as hopefully a modem
and liberal nation-state, unprecedented
economic and political cooperation and
eventually soft borders on all sides must
complement the dialogue on Kashmir. in
January 2001, the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, declared in his “musings”
from Kumarakom: “In our search for a
lasting solution to the Kashmir problem,
both in its external and internal dimen-
sions, we shall not traverse solely on the
beaten track of the past. Rather, we shall
be bold and innovative designers of a fu-
ture architecture of peace and prosperity
for the entire South Asian region. In this
search, the sole light that will guide us is
our commitinent to peace, justice and the
vital interests of the nation.” The time
may shortly come to translate the prom-
ise of those words into reality.

The writer is Professor of Disarmament
Studies and Director, National Security
Programme, JNU, New Delhi.)
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In an ostensible L?o t defuse tc,nsmns betw en the two neighbours,
US secretary of state Chlin Powell is visiting Pakistan and India for the
second time in the ppst four months. He has already expressed
satisfaction that the halr-trigger confrontation on the Indo-Pakistan
border has eased, and has urged that the dialogue between the two
countries be resumed. The fact thal defence minister George Fernandes
has chosen this timc to visit the United States should reassure Washing-
ton that the Indian mobilisation is esscntially an exercise in the use of
force without war — in other words, it is coercive diplomacy and nothing
more. The Indian cabinet committee on security affairs has welcomed
‘General Musharraf’s specch of January 12 and has agreed to give
Pakistan time to stop cross-border infiltration and to hand over those
charged with terrorist acts in India, the majority of whom are Indian
citizens. What seems to have been obfuscated in this excessive focus on
the border tension is the significance and consequences of General
Musharraf’s speech, and its implications for Indian preparedness against
further possible terrorist outrages. The speech was a direct result of the ul-
timatiun delivered by British prime minister Tony Blair, on behalf of the
US and the western alliance, that General Musharraf should initiate far-
reaching reforms to purge Pakistan of extremism and terrorism. The
whole exercise was part of the war against terrorism, and the Kashmir
issue was incidental to it. By far the greater part of the general’s speech
dwelt on the urgent need for internal reform within Pakistan.

By doing this General Musharraf has put his own life at risk. This is the
most courageous act undertaken by any Pakistani leader since 1947 [f
General Musharraf succeeds, his achievement will parallel that of
Turkey’s Kemal Ataturk, and he will be hailed as a great reformer.
However, his reforms are likely to be resisted by elements in the
Pakistani army, intelligence organisation, clergy and the feudal
establishment, and there could be serious attempts to remove him. The
jehadis may instigate acts designed to embroil India and Pakistan in a
contlict and thus derail the process of reforms. In these circumstances,
Washington, which has placed the general al risk, has a special responsi-
bility to ensure his success and to contribute to his consolidation. The
general has to be rewarded economically, and in such genercus terms that
the majority of Pakistanis will have a stake in him and his reforms
programme. At this stage -— when the situation is in a state of flux with
the general under threat and having yet to establish himself firmly — it is
obvious that issues like Kashmir will have lower priority than the task of
selling his reforms programme to the people of Pakistan who have been
conditioned by five decades of the extremist 1wo-nation theory. Both
India and the US have enormous stakes in ensuring that the proposed
Pakistani reforms succeed, take root and are followed by further doses of
similar curative medicine until Pakistan becomes another Turkey. It is
this, and not lesser issues, that must set the agenda for Mr Colin Powell’s
discussions with the Indian leadership.
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Powell against
plebiscite, rules
out medlatlo
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ISLAMABAD, Jan. 16. — General Colin Powell
tonight rejected a mediatory role for the USA in
resolving disputes between India and Pakistan but
said he was carrying “some ideas” to New Delhi
for initiating a dialogue between the two countries
on several issues, including Kashmir,

The US secretary of state, however, made it
clear that the immediate aim was de-escalation of
political and military tensions.

After talks with General Pervez Musharraf on
the first leg of his South Asian tour, Gen Powell
was asked at a press conference whether he would
commend to India a plebiscite in Kashmir to
resolve the issue in the light of his statement
earlier in the day that the problem could be
resolved in accordance with the wishes of the
people. “No, I was not suggesting anything
specific,” he said.

Gen Muskarraf, in his last week’s address, had
sought Washington’s mediation to resolve the
Kashmir issue.

The Pakistani foreign minister, Mr Abdul
Sattar, said at the press conference with Gen
Powell today that the USA was in a “unique”
position to resolve the
disputes. T

In a subtle but significant
shift in the US stand, Gen .:
Powell said: “Kashmir is a -
very difficult issue. The
solution of the problem lies Vg
through dialogue between
India and Pakistan and in :

_ -]i " dipapers |
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would keep its efforts on the politicaliirack and see
that both the rhetoric and dlplomatlc and military
tensions are reduced.

Asked if the USA would act as a facilitator for
Indo-Pak talks, he said: “I would likc to get the
two sides talk to one another. If the two sides want
USA and other countries, we stand ready to assist.
They have to reach out and for their assistance
they will find America waiting with their hards
ready to stand by”.

At this point, Mr Sattar interjected to say that
Gen Powell was right now involved in high-level
diplomacy.

Gen Powell said Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Gen Musharraf were locking at possible solutions
as both understood that resolution of issues should
be through diplomatic means,

Asked what Gen Musharraf should do more in
the campaign against terrorism, Gen Powell said
he has done a great deal in recent times and he
was sure he would do more.

He said there would be military de-escalation
through political and diplomatic steps and not
through conflict.

An SNS report from New Delhi says Pakistan
has not formally communicated anything on the
list of 20 criminals and terrorists that India wants
handed over, though 14 of
.- them are techmically Indian
.. nationals and despite the

~ fact that a formal communi-
cation demands a form’ag/
response.

There are
arrangements” that exist
between the  Central

“enabling

the course of the dialogue
there will be many issues - ISL

Bureau of Investigation and
the Pakistani Federal

that will be discussed™.
That would be the thrust
and the USA would
encourage both sides for a
dialogue which could satisfy
the wishes of the people of
the region, he said.

Gen Powell said,
tomorrow when he meets
the Indian external affairs
minister, Mr Jaswant Singh,
and other leaders in New
Delhi, he would review the
outstanding issues. “We
have some ideas which we

will share with them (India) *,

hefore we share with the
world”.

Gen I’O}eufs'aid the USA

. records.
' bantied militant outfies were destroyed in
a fire today. &nthont:ea didn’t rule out

sabotage.

The fire destmyed -confidential files
including: those 'maintained by the
interior: ministry on the feligious parties

and jihaci outhits recently banried by the

Pakistani - President,  Qen - Pervez
Musharraf, the daily Nation reported.
But the Pakistani government declared
tonight - that_ no confidential records
relating to the outfits were destroyed, An
official spokesman: said only some old
recordsof the interior minisiry have been
{ost 'and no confidential record of jihadi

orgamsatlons or Tahban-ware kept in the :

bmldmg

Bureau of Investigation
since 1989 that would
permit the exchange of
criminals between the two
countries, even without a
formal extradition mecha-
nism, the foreign ministry
spokesperson said. These
“working arrangements”,
with both state-run orga-
nisations being affiliated to
Interpol. are adequate for
Pakistan to communicate
their  responses,  the
spokesperson  said, but
Pakistan has not ever done
s0 since 1989.

Spiking the guns, W
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 ‘MUSHARRAF SPEECH PATH-BREAKING’

Handing over

criminals will

", prove sincerity: Advani

By Neena Vyas 9’7\'5\/ fﬁ%he commencement of a dialogue with Pakistan. Her

NEW DELHI, JAN. 16. India will judge Pakistan's sincer-
ity in wanting to end cross-border terrorism based
on the latter's decision to hand over the 20 men
wanted in connection with acts of terrorism here,
the tnion Home Minister, LK. Advani, said today.
He, however, could nat give a definite timeframe for
[slamabad 1o act.

Addressing a press meer, Mr. Advani said the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez. Musharraf's address was na
dnuht “path- breaking” fram the point of that coun-
ry's “internal pelspeun(\ bul what New Delhi
lanked forward to was “the end of Islamabad’s role
as an exporcer of terrorism.” An “immediate proof”’
of the General’s sincerity woeuld be available if Pakis-
tan handed over the wanted criminals, he said.

“The hottomline js that Pakistan has tw abandon
terrorism as an instrument of state pelicy; put an
end to funding of terrorists, arming them, training
them and finally giving them a safe asvlum after they
commit acts of terrorisin.” he said.

‘De-escalation after

concrete Pak. steps’
By Cur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 16. On the eve of the visit of the U.5.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell, India has ruled out
third-party mediation and said Pakistan must take
“roncrete steps’ to ensure de-escalation of tensions
along the border.

Asked about the prospects of resuming dialogue
with Pakistan, the External Affairs Ministry spokes-
person rejlerated in her daily briefing that India had
never shied away from talks. The onus was on Pakis-

. fan to create a conducive atmosphere for slarting a

dialogue. She declined comment on whether India
was considerirg the de-escalation of forces prior ta

observations assume importance as Islamabad —
especially after the Pakistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf’s televised address last Saturday -— is insisting
on a pullback of Indian forces from the border.

Asked aboul the U.S. offer of help to bring the two
sides together if they agree, the spokesperson as-
serted hat “outsianding issues between India and
Pakistan must be discussed bilaterally and directly
by the two countries. There is really no room for
third-party mediation.” Gen. Powell, who arrived in
Islamabad today, will also hold discussions with the
Indian leadership here on a wide range of issues,
including reduction of Indo-Pak. tensions.

To a guestion, the spokesperson said U.5. diplo-
matic activism in the sub-continent did not amount
to mediation. As two mature democracies, both
sides were listening to each other but were entitled
to their views,

Gen. Powell had welcomed [ndia's response to
Gen. Musharraf's address and described it as “mea-
sured and positive.” He had also underscored the
need for Pakistan (o take further action on the
ground for improving the situation.

Asked whether India was delinking the arrest of
the four Lashkar-e-Taiba militants in the capital on
Tuesday and their connections in Pakistan, she said
investigations were under way. “These have to be
completed before we come to any conclusion.” On
the 20 1errorists and criminals who had taken shelter
in Pakistan und were wanted here, she said Islama-
bad had information on their whereabouts.

Saon after his arrival, Gen. Powell will hold talks
with the External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh. His
call on the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
a mesting with the National Security Adviser, Bra-
jesh Mishra, is slated for Friday. At the end of his
visit, Gen. Powell will leave for Kathmandu on his
way tu Tokyo to attend the meeting of Afghanistan’s
donor countries, -
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Nice words alone will not

v« help, says Advani ',

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JAN. 16. No doubt the bold statement with
which the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, de-
nounced theocracy and made a firm commitment to
rid Pakistan of refligious extrernism has gone down
well with the Government here, but it has also been
staied plainly that only a concrete act of cooperation
by Pakistan, like handing over the criminal terrorists
wanted by India, could convince it that the General
meant business.

The Home Minister, L.K, Advani, who has just re-
turned from a five-day visit to the United States,
today made it clear that the December 13 attack on
Parliament was a “watershed,” a “decisive mo-
ment’’ and India was no longer prepared to go for-
ward on the basis of nice words. He said the past
experience had left the country sceptical and cynical
of Pakistani intentions.

Sharing with the media his expericnces during his
visit to the U.S., Mr. Advani said that it had been a
“surprising” and a “gratifying” experience to see
that not only the top leaders of the Government in
the U.S, but also some important members of 'think
tanks’ "could see that India’s position after Decem-
ber 13 was justified and legitimate.” Contrary to
some apprehensions created by “some people de-
scribing the Government stand as war-mongering”’
he found that in the 11.5. people, including those in
the media, were understanding of India's views.

“Everyone I met said we can see your point of
view,”” Mr. Advani said, pointing out that his one-
point mission was trying to drive home the point
about cross border terrorism from which India had
been suffering for two decades — first in Punjab and
then Jammu and Kashmir,

He disclosed that-during his meeting withthe 1£.5.
President, George Bush, he was pleasantly surprised
when Mr. Bush said to him: "T am as angry as you
about the attack on your Parliament.” Contrary to
earlier impressions that the Americans were not very
appreciative of India’s concerns in relation 1o prob-
lems with Pakistan, Mr. Advani met with "little dis-
sonance”’ among media persons, expernts with
various think tanks, and senior government leaders.

The Cenire is plainly admitting that General
Musharraf's address to his nation on January 12 was
“path breaking” in that no leader of Pakistan had
earlier dared to cross swords with the mullahs and
the religious clerics, no one had talked about the call
of ‘jebad’ having gone terribly wrong, but as Mr.
Advani put it “that was important and path breaking
from the puint of view of Pakistan's internal per-
spective.”

The bulk of the speech of the general had been
addressed to correcting the wrongs of religious ex-
tremism at home, but “what India looks forward to
was the end of Pakistan as an exporter of terrorisim.”
The proof of that would have to be seen in the
ground situation, and when asked, Mr. Advani was
not willing te say how long India would have to
watch before dectaring the results had been positive
or negative.

He indicated that while such proof on the ground
could take some time, Pakistan could immediately
help establish its sincerity by handing over to India
those wanted by it for terrorist acts here. Although
Mr. Advani did not say as much, this seems to be the
“minimum” price the country is pressing for, and it
seems that is what India will be telling the [1.5. Sec-
retary of State, Colin Powell, when he begins his
official visit here tomorrow.
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NEW DELHI, Jan. 16, — Mr LK Advani
today had a word of praise for General
Pervez Musharraf.

“From Pakistan’s internal perspective his
speech last Saturday was very important, in a
way path-hreaking. 1 have never heard any
Pakistani leader denouncing theocracy in the
manner in which he did.”

“Howeyer the bulk of his views were
addressed to the extremism at home, India’s
concern was only peripherally or marginally

addressed,” the home minister said. What
India looks forward to is Pakistan no longer
acts as an exporter of terrorism and
abandons terror as state policy, he said,
while adding that reassurance can come after
a change in the situation on the ground level.

Mr Advani said the reports of a general
crackdown on militant organisations in
Pakistan were not immediately verifiable.
Pakistan’s addressing India's concern -
handing over the 20 extremists and stopping
infiltration across the border - would be
satisfactory for India, he added.

The homme minister said de-escalation of

-breaking: Advani
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troops on the border was subject to
Pakistan’s yielding to these two demands.
Though there was no time-frame as yet, it
was for India to decide. “We are waiting and
watching the situation”, he said.

On his talks with Mr George W Bush, Mr
Colin Powell and Ms Condoleezza Rice, he
said what surprised him was that New
Delhi’s strong reaction to Pakistan’s cross-
border terrorism as manifested by the 13
December attack on Parliament was
accepted readily. “They saw the justification
and legitimacy of India’s posmon and /Lhe
series of steps we have taken.”

MDFS guns down 13
GUWAHATI, Jan. 16. ~
Suspected NDFB militants
snnad down 13 non-tribals at
flongihar near the Indo-
-Bhutanesa horger in

. KOLKATA, Jan.16. — Zia Ul
* Hag (24) stabbed his brother
“Rafiqu! Islam (22) {0 death ata

guest house on Niimadhay Sen -

-Road, Taitala, this aternoon,:
Theguasthmstaﬁcallad
he police when they heard
screams coming out of the
roomm. The manager of the:
guest house hadalsobck_ed
the door from oulside to -
prevert Zia from
" Zia told the police
brought his brother from thelr -
“vitlage in Maldsa in order to ki
him, Rahqut had brought
tﬁsgmcemonﬂﬁeirfamﬂyby
martying a divorcee, he said in
his confession, — SNS

14 SA blacks shot ot
JOHANNESBURG, Jan. 18.—

A drunken white South African

today fired at blacks, wounding
14, potice said today. The man
!ammargeslmhmmg
ghsmpted mirder when'he
appeazsmmecoumomom
- Reiiters

that ho had .

A little bit of WTC und/ er
thelr idli, dosa

Jan 16. — Residents of Chennai
may soon be eating their idlis
and dosas off the 100th floor of
the WTC. Yes. Off, not on. The
steel from Ground Zero,
imported by a city-based scrap
dealer, will soon be on the
market in Chennai and other
parts of Tamil Nadu, some of it
in the form of the steel tumblers
and plates no self-respecting
Tamil household can do without.
For, the scrap steel, after being
recycled into ingots at the many
steel melting units in and around
the city, will be sold to small and
medium-scale manufacturers to
be made into various steel
products, including utensils.

The twisted remains of the
steel girders and beams that
were once the WTC and are now
“medium quality” steel scrap
arrived here on January 1 on the
bulk carrier Borzna sailing from
New York. Nearly 10.000 tonnes

steel on the Borzna was the
twisted, burnt remains of the
steel beams and girders that held
up the World Trade Centre. The
entire wreckage of the WTC’s
twin towers totalled over three
lakh tonnes.

For young businessman, Mr
Sashikumar, who imports scrap
steel from all over the world, it
was merely a business deal. As
far he is concerned there is no
significance to the consignment
just because it was from the
WTC wreckage. “It is just scrap,”
he told The Statesman. Mr
Sashikumar has been handling
thousands of tonnes of steel
scrap from various buildings,
aircraft, railways and bridges
from around the world for the
past five years. He bought his
latest consignment of scrap for
U.S, § 120 per tonne from a
trader based in Dubai,

Part of the WTC wreckage is
headed for Kandla port in
another vessel and three vessels

of the 33,000 tonmes of scrap carrying the wreckage are
KOHC! MmﬂdgMempm-tylush
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headed for China. The entire
consignment meant for Chennai
took only five days to load at the
New York port. The Borzna,
which berthed at the Chennai
port, would sail by the month-
end after discharging its cargo.

- According to Mr Sashikumar
the contract for processing the
steel scrap from the WTC site
went to the New Jersey Scrap
Processor Metal Management.
In a bid invited by New York city
authorities, the company was
successful in buying 40,000 gross
tonnes of steel.

The huge steel beams and
girders were shredded and cut
into small bars, The New York
Port, which accepted the
contract to process the cargo,
segregated it into non-ferrous,
cement and also cut it into
blacks, which is how the steel
arrived in Chennai. Scraps of
steel from the WTC site were
shipped to scrap dealers around
the world, including Mr
Sashikumar in Chennai.

in Lahore
airport
shootout

Press Trust of india -
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ISLAMABAD, Jan. 16. — Five
Pakistani security personnel
were injured, two of them
seriously, when a couple of
unidentified car-borne gunmen
fired at them at the main gate of

the Lahore Airport this
morning.
The  incident occurred

shortly before the US secretary
of state, Gen Colin Powell,
arrived here to hold talks with
the  Pakistani  President,
General Pervez Musharraf,

The gunmen after pulling up
at the the entrance of the
airport fired several rounds at
the security personnel,

The two then escaped in their
car.

The teason for the attack
which occurred around 2,15 am
(local time) is still not known,
reports quoting Lahore police

officer Mohammad Arshad
said.
In another incident, a

Pakistan Internationai Airlines
flight to New York from the
Karachi International airport
made an emergency landing
back at the airstrip minutes
after it took off this moming
after a fire alarm went off in the
cockpit.

Subsequent  investigation
revealed nothing. The airport
officials concluded that the
alarm was a false one. The flight
was scheduled to leave Karachi |
later in the day. ]
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India should end Kashmir's tragic alienation and restore diplomatic ties with Pakistan

L
! N S W,
VTR

AW

gecurity situation is now in the

focus of the US's foreign pdlicy
due to rising tensions between India
and Pakistan. L.K Advani has visited
Washington. Colin Powell is coming to
India. The US is engaged in an intense
exercise of defusing the emerging crisis.

Distances lend perspective and endow
processes of cognition with some detach-
ment. I left Delhi for the US a day after
the terrorist attack on Parliament. What
was most neteworthy in US reactions to
this development was the undercurrent
of self-centred focus, rather than any
critical understanding ¢f the trauma
which India has experienced.

The US government and media had
only two concerns. First. that the attack
on Parliament shouid not lead to an Indo-
Pakistan war, which may explode into a
nuclear conflict. Second, Indian punitive
actions may result in Pakistan diverting
its political attention and its security
forces tp counter India, which may resuit
in a disruption of the US’s anti-terrorist
military campaign in Afghanistan.

Governmental advice from the US to
India and Pakistan to act with patience
and restraint had the full support of the
US media. There was also reticence about
acknowledging Pakistan’s links with the
terrovist organisations which attacked
the Indian Parliament. It must, howaver,
be acknowledged that President George
RBush and sehior members of the US gov-
ernment were categorical in their con-
demnaticn of the attack on Parliament.
Spokespersons of the state department
stated on January 8 that General Mushar-
raf’s and Pakistani's future welfare will
depend on how effectively he deals with
terrorism in his couniry,

Those who attacked Parliament were
members of the Pakistan-based terrorist
groups Jaish-e-Mohammed and Lashkar-
e-Tayveba. The funding and organisation
of the aitack had the clear stamp of oper-
ational support from the Inter-Services
Intelligence of Pakistan. The attack on
Parliament following the attack by the
same terrorist groups on the assembly
building in Srinagar in October signified
their intention to escalate levels of vio-
lence against the Tndian State. The objec-
itve changed from lerrorising civilians
and putting Indian security forces on the
defensive to disrupting the institutional
framewark of democracy and destabilis-
ing the political cohesion of the country.

That this vielenee was perpetrated
even as Pakistan was supporting the anti-
lerrorist campaign of the US was aimed
al proving General Musharraf's claim
that the militants operating against India
were not terrarists, did not have any links
with Pakistan, and that they were indige-

THE DEVELOPING south Asian

- Start talking

By J.N. DIxit
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WILL WE EVER MEET AGAIN?: The last train from Pakistan at Wagah border

nous Kashmiris whom Pakistan could
not control. India’s strong political and
operational response aver the last month
is logical, as India had ta counter the
motivations of Pakistani strategies.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpavee
has described the attack on Parliament
as a direct attack on the nerve-centre
of Indian democracy. He declared that
India’s fight against terrorism is entering
its last phase and India would take cor-
rective actions of the type necessary ata
blace and time of India’s choice.

Musharraf was politically adroit in his
response. He condemned the terrorist act
and conveyed sympathy and suppoert. He
was prompt in informing the US and
other major powers of his reaction to the
December 13 incident. His reaction was a
calculated political and cosmetic exer-
cise. When India demanded that he ban
the Jaish and Lashkar, and that he should
arrest and extradite the leaders of these
groups for trial in India, he asked for spe-
cific evidence. He did not consider evi-
dence conveyed by India based on inter-
cepis of messages and the documentary
proof of linkages between the terrorists
and the headquarters of the organisa-
tions in Pakistan as sufficient.

It is only after Bush included the Jaish
and Lashkar in the list of terrorist
groups, and only after the US government
froze the assers of these entities, that
Musharraf fell in line. He ppt the leaders
of the JeM and the LeT under house
arrest. He has also detained several meni-
bers of various lslamic militant groups.

Other pressures generated on him
included the incremental diplematic and
political action taken by India. India with-
drew its high cominissioner from Pak-
istan. We decided ta ban over-flights by

Pakistani clvilian/commercial aircraft
through Indian airspace. India also decid-
ed to indefinitely suspend bus and train
services between India and Pakistan.

The message was that India is not

" interested in maintaining a cosmetic

relationship with Pakistan while it con-
tinues to subvert India. The second ele-
ment in the message was that India would
be serious in considering an enlire range
of punitive actions to counter Pakistani
subversicns and challenges against
India‘s unity and territorial integritv
There has also been a strengthening of
security forces on the LoC and all along
the Indo-Pakistan international border.

Pakistan is undertaking parallel mili-
tary deployments. There are reports that
Pakistani troops from DMultan and
Khairian cantonments have moved to for-
ward positions and the military air base
at Sargodha has gone into an operational
mode. There have also been reports of
civilian population on both sides of the
border evacuating the border villages,

There is a palpable heightening of ten-
zions bhetween India and Pakistan. US and
olher major powers are concerned about
these developments. Musharraf and Vaj-
pavee, as well as Jaswant Singh and
Abdul Sattar, have been contacted by
their counterparts from the US and other
governments asking for patience and
restraint. Tony Blair’s visit to India and
Pakistan in the first week of January
added insistence to this advice.

It is necessary for Pakistan and India
1o move bevond the current short-term
diplomatic, political and military moves.
The traumatic threshold in Indo-Pak reta-
tions genecrated by the attack on Parlia-
ment provides both countries with an
apporiunity, even an incentive, to move
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towards bald options to get out of the rut
of their adversarial relationship.

The civil society in Pakistan is now
sharply fractious due to the contradic-
tions between forces of moderation and
religious fanaticism. The international
campaign against terrorism provides
Musharraf with the opportunity to act
decisively against fanatical violence. He
would be taking a substantively positive
step in normalising Indo-Pak relations
if he arrests Dawaod Ibrahim also, and
Sikh terrorists like Wadhawan Singh
Babbar, and extradites them (along with
Masood Azhar ete.) fo India. He should
stop supporting militant outfits in Kash-
mir, financially and militarily

While doing this, he could suggest the
revival of the [ndo-Pak dialogue. India
will not be taken in by what Musharraf
sayvs for public and international con-
sumption. India will respond to what he
actually does on the ground.

India, while remaining alert about coun-
tering terrorism, should revive its focus
on the political dialogue with dissident
elements in Kashmir to find a solution
responsive to their aspirations. Though
the period between November and Febru-
ary every vear is the period of military
exercises in Pakistan and {ndia, India
must examine possibilities of moving
back from forward military deployment
postures, inn consultation with Pakistan, to
ensure that Pakistani forces also move
hack. This could be done hy reviving con-
tacts between (he Directors General of mil-
itary oporations of both the countries.

That Jaswant Singh and Vajpavee did
not aveid contact with Sattar and
Musharrafl during the recent SAARC
summit at Kathmandu was a practical
approach. This shauld be followed at least
by three steps. India should send back its
high commissioner to Islamabad in the
context of Pakistan nol having with-
drawn its high commissioner After a
brief gap, we should also restore the irain
and bus services as well as over-{light
facilities for Pakistani commercial air-
craft, because these facilities affect the
commoan people of both the countries.
Indo-I'ak dialogue should also be revived
by the spring or summer of this year, pos-
sibly at the level of foreign secretaries.

While there should be no erosion of
our will to act decisively against any ter-
rovist threat, it is time for Pakistan to
give deep thought about moving away
fram its adversarial and subversijve poli-
cies towards India. India must address
the problems ol J&K with political
ingight and maintain a measwred and
praciical political and military posture in
relation to Pakistan. Sabre-rattling,
bevond apoin'  annect be a sibstinuie for
meaningful Jes.
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~ China frowns upon,,

anti-terror hegemon
indias (c s Q@M

BEIJING, Jan. 15, — A top Chinese General today urged India and
Pakistan to ease the current military stand-off and cautioned New
Delhi that it should not practise hegemony in the name of anti-
terrorism,

“No country is allowed to practice hegemony in the name of anti-
terrorism,” the Chief of Staff of the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) General Fu Quanyou told the Chairman of Joint
Chiefs of the Staff of Pakistan General Muhammad Aziz Khan, the
official Xinhua news agency reported,

Gen Fu, who held official talks with Gen Aziz, said China hoped
Pakistan and India would ease the current tension, seek solution
through dialogue, and maintain regional peace and stability.

He said the military ties between the two sides is an important
" eomponent of the Sino-Pakistani relations and also a key sector for
an “all-weather” cooperative partnership between the two
countries,

The Sino-Pakistani ties will be strengthened under the utmost
care of the leaders of the two countries and the joint efforts of the
two peoples, he said. /
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~Pak. urges India to move
- back troops from border

By B. Muralidhar Reddy 3 ¢

ISLAMABAD, JAN 15 Pakistan has urged India to move
back its troops from the border to de-escalate the
currernt tension between India and Pakistan.

Addressing a news conference here Rashid Que-
reshi, Press Secretary to the Pakistan President, Per-
vey Musharraf, said India had deploved a large
number of roops on Pakistan borders and as long it
conlinued, tension would not come down. i 1

“We expect India to move its ronps back 16 péace-
time positions and continue the process of dialogue.
This is the only way to defuse tension,” he said in
response 1o 4 question on the current situation after
the speech of Gen. Musharraf on January 12 and the
Indian response. Answering a question on the Indian
reaction to Gen. Musharraf's address to the nation,
the Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Kamran
Niaz, said New Delhi's rgsponse could have been
‘warmer’. He, however, hastened to add that the re-
spense articulated by the External Affairs Minister,
Jaswant Singh, was not negative.

Gen. Quereshi emphasised that there was an ur-

i gent need 1o reduce the tension Sl'l’djgthd\a in view

|

of the ddngeyf)f conflict with the armies standmg

eyeball to eyeball. The process of dialogue should
start.

Mr. Niaz said Pakistan favoured immediate de-
escalation and hoped that ‘better sensc would pre-
vail’ and that India would agree to discuss ali out-
standing issues with Pakistan sooner than later.

Answering a question, Gen. Quereshi argued that
Pakistan was taking action against exiremists as a
poliw matter to eliminate terrorism and oot on In-
dia’s demand. As a matter of policy, Pakistan con-
demned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations
that included stale terrorism. “We have joined in-
ternational coalition on the basis of this policy and
we would continue to implement the state policy
against terrorism,” he said, Gen. Quereshi said Gen.
Musharraf, in his speech, had outlined what Lhe
Government had been doing for the last two years Lo
conirol extremism and seclarian violence in the

country
About implementation of measudep anfiounced by
Gen. Musharraf of certain organisatjons, Gen. Quc-
reshi said there should be ne doubt ahout the Gov-
ernment's resolve and capabilities to implement its
decisions.
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‘India insists

on time, Pak

5

shifts onus'

Statesman News &Mu & Agencies

NEW DELHIISLAMABAD. Jan. 15, — India
tdday asserted it needed more time to assess the
situation regarding cross-border terrorism and
infiftration into Jammu and Kashmir, whie
General Pervez Musharraf told the newly-
constituted National Koshmir

handed over, Mr Singh said, “I will not comment
on Pakistani intentions.”

Asked about the move 1o send’ parliamentary
delegations abroad to mobilise international
opinion in support of India’s fight against
terrorism, Mr Singh said “the delegation of MPs
will go ..., and those who do not want to go will
not™, He said the tour programmes had been

finalised.

Committee (NKC). that the
onus was on Indis w0 case
tension on the border and
vowed not to compromise on
the Kashmir issue,

A day before the visit of the
US secretary of state, (Gen
Colin Powell to Pakistan, the
Pakistani President said the
entite  world wants  de-
escalation and Pakistan also
wished the same. Howevcr. he
said the inital o de-
escalate the tensions rested
with India as it was the firsi to
escalate the border crisis.
Once India initiated de-gscs-
lation, Pakistan would respond
instantly, Gen Musharraf said.

In Dethi, the external affairs
minister, Mr Jaswant Singh,
pointed out that it has been
“only three days since Gen

No de-escalation
on border: Advani

NEW DELHY, Jan, 15, — Mr LK
Advani today ruled out troop de-
escalation along the border, “There
are situations when action may
have certain risks but inaction can
prove disastrous,” he said.

The home minister had said the

same in response to Gen Colin Fo-
well's statement during the form-
er’s five-day US visit that “a conflict
at this stage would get Pakistan off
the hook”. Mr Advani said India
had been facing cross-border
terrorism for the past 15 years, but
the threshold had been crossed
after the terrorist atiack on
Parliament on 13 December.

— 8NS§ -

In Islamabad, President
Musharraf sounded tough on
the Kashmir issue while
addressing the NKC today,
saying as far as Pakistan was
concerned, it should be ‘crystal
clear’ to everyone that there
could be no compromise on i
and there should also be no
doubt about the government's
commitment,

“We  will  continue  wr
support the just freedom stru-
ggle of Kashmiris politically,
diplomatically and morally,”
he said. Pakistan is expected to
make a strong case for US and
international mediation on the
Kashmir issue during talks
with Gen Powell, who arrives
in Islamabad tomorrow,
particutarly in the light of Gen
Musharraf's commitment o

crackdown on militants in the country.

Pervez Musharraf's speech™ and said it was not
sufficient time to assess the situation, Mr Singh
said India would want action on terrorism and 20
most wanted criminals.

Mr Singh. who was speaking 1o reporters after a
meeting of the Cabinet Commiftee on Security,
said 1he government had information that
Dawood Ibhrahim has been taken away from
Kérachi, “Where they have been taken is not
important, [ndia just wants them,” he said. Asked
whether Pakistan actually wanted the criminals

Gen Musharraf said the NKC has to work for
the peaceful solution of the Kashmir issue in
accordance with the UN  Security Council
resoiutions and wishes of the Kashmiri people.

Gen Musharrafl hoped that the newly-estabt-
ished committee, headed by former president of
Pakistan-oceupied Kashmir, Abdul Gayvum Khan,
would give a new thrust to the campaign of

eliciting  international 'support  for  the
Kashmir issue.
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You blink first, we will
instantly follow: Pak

B Another Senator stirs pot: ‘Kashmiris, India, Pak should talk’

\

~AGENCIES Q)Qj
ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 15
N the eve of US Sec-
retary of State Colin
Powell’'s wvisit, Pak
President Pervez
Musharrat promised an instant
response if India vased border
tension in the current stand-off.

“India has to start the de-csca-
lation and Pakistan will respond
instantly,” the official APP news
agency quoted him as saying in a
speech to a committee formed to
“publicise” the Kashmir issue.

Musharraf’s statement comes
a day after Defence Minister
George Fernandes had ruled out
any de-escalation until Pakistan
put an end to cross-border terror-
ism. Fernandes had said that an
end to shelling from across the
border and infiltration would be
Islamabad’s “first signal” that it
meant business.

Musharraf also used the tim-
ing of Powell’s visit to reiterate his
stand on Kashmir as outlined in
his address to the nation although
that has been rejected by New

" Delhi.

He said that Pakistan would
not give up its traditional support
for the “freedom struggle” in
Kashmir despite his crackdown
on militants. “There should be no
doubt in any mind about our com-
mitment 1o the Kashmir cause
and the people of Kashmir,” he
said. “We will continue to support

Preparing for Powell:

W ‘1,400 BEHIND BARS - Police
have in all sealed 380 offices and
rounded up around 1,400 sus-
pects, and instructions have been
issued 1o the Central State Bank
to freeze the accounts of these
groups. said officials. Howevet,
media reports said some of the
detained activists, including mem-
bers of the Jaish-e-Mohammad
and Lashkar-e-Toiba, were re-
leased after scrutiny

W COVER FOR POWELL: Pak-
istan police will deploy special
commandos and reserve troops dur-
ing Colin Powell's visit, Commandos
will also be deployed on the rooftops
of buildings, Pakistan daily Dawr re-
ported

B ANNAN'S YISIT: UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan may visit India
and Pakistan after attending a confer-
ence on Afghanistan in Tokyo next
week. Annan will finalise his pro-
gramme after a posilive response, as-

Crackdown continue:

-
d diplomats

pecially from India, sai

W AR TLE S U Pakistan has in-
creased its oil storage capacity to off-
setan emergency demand should
border tensions with India erupt. “We
have ingreased the crude storage ca- |
pacity to 20 days from the normal 15
days,” an official at a state-run refinary
told AFP."We have also raised the out-
put te 80% from the normal utilisation
ot 70%"

the just freedom struggle of Kash-
miris politically, diplomatically
and morally.”

Meanwhile, US Senate Major-
ity leader Tom Daschle, who is in
Islamabad, said today that the
current standoff had catapulted
the thorny Kashmir issue on to
the warld stage and the moment
should be seized to make peace.

“Kashmir has become much

more of an issue...I think there is a
new opportunity for dialogue
among Kashmiris, Indian people
and certainly people in Pakistan,”
he told a news conference here.
“We need to capture this op-
portunity, we need to take advan-
tage, seize the moment and find a
way to move this peace process
along. But it must happen
through dialogue,” he said.



aiting for ‘visible action’
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL, JAN. 15. After welcom-
ing the announcement of the
President. Pervez Musharraf, on
banning fslamic extremist outfits
and promises of ending cross-
border ferrorism, India 1oday in-
dicated that it was awaiting “'vis-
ible” action by Pakistan to curb
terrorism.

“Itis only three days that Presi-
dent Musharraf had announced
certain steps in this regard. [ is
not sufficient time to assess the
situation,” the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh. told
presspersons after a meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on Secu-
rity (CCS). The meeting lasted for
well over an hour and reviewed
the overall security scenario.

The CCS meeting assumes sig-
nificance as it tock place on the
eve of the Detence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes’ scheduled visii to
the 1.5, ¢ven as the Home Minis-
ter. L.K. Advani, returned today
after a six-day visit to the 1.8, and
briefed the CCS meeting about his
sojourn there.

Mr. Singh said that India ex-
pected Pakistan to end cross-bor-
der terrorism and prevent
infiltration of militants into India.

“We also want action on the
list ol 20 terrorists and criminals
wanted here,” he said.

Asked about the decision to
send Parliamenlary delegations
to various countries to mobilise
international opinion in support
of India's fight against terrorism,
Mr. Singh said: “The delegation of
M¥Ps will go ... and those whe do
not want to gn will not go.”

On the coming visit of the .S
Secretary of State, Colin Powel],
he said that Gen. Powell was com-
ing to the capital on the way to
Tokvo for the conference on re-
construction of Afghanistan. “As |
am preoccupied and will not be
able to go to Tokyo, Gen. Powell
will hold consultations with me
on Afghanistan, Pakistan and also
discuss  the announcements
made by President Musharraf on
curbing terrorism.”

According to Mr. Singh, the
Home Minister told the CCS
meeting that there was “no dis-

sonance” of views on the issue of
terrorism between India and the
political leadership in the U.5.

On his return from the U8,
Mr. Advani told reporters; "I con-
veved India's concerns and T feel
the 11.5. leadership understands
them.” He said that Washington
“did not contest even a word of
what New Delhi stated.”

He explained to the 1.8, lead-
ership that the arrack on the Par-
Jiament House on December 13
was a ‘turning peint” in shaping
India’s response in definite terms
10 tackle terrorism.

Steps ‘legitimate’

He said the U.5. establishment
felt that India's strong steps after
the December 13 terror strike
were “legitimate”. The sieps were
“not disputed” by anyone. In his
perception, My, Advani said, the
U.S. establishment also felt that
India’s steps were "serious’ and
if Indo-Pak. conflict was to be
averted India’s views could not be
disregarded.

Keeping up the flurry of diplo-
matic activity , Mr. Fernandes was

by Pakistan: Jaswant .

leaving here tonight on a six-day
official visit to Washington.

Mr. Fernandes who is heading
an eight-member high level dele-
gation has said that in his ralks
with top 118, officials, the in-
creased military-to-military rela-
tionships  between  the  two
couniries would figure promi-
nently.

Maintaining that he was not
going to Washington with a shop-
ping list, Mr. Fernandes said at a

press conference here on Monday 5
that New Dielhi had submitted a ¢

detailed list of defence purchases

and hoped that their procure-

ment would be speeded up.
Besides Mr. Fernandes, the

delegarion would include the De-
fence Secretary, Yogendera Na-
rain, the Additional Secretary,
Ajay Prasad, and other officials.

PTI repotts:

india is waiting for “concrete
action’ on the ground by Pakis-
tan on its President’s promises
which included steps to end
cross-border terrorism, an Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry spokesperson
told reparters.

‘NO COMPROMISE ON KASHMIR CAUSE’

,,,,, W T

It is for India to act, says Musharraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 15, The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, has asserted that Pakistan
would never ‘compromise on the Kuashmir
cause’ and favoured a just selution, address-
ing the concerns and interests of the penple aof
the State.

in his inaugural address at the meeting of
the newly- constituted ‘National Kashmir
Committee,” Gen. Musharraf maintained that
Pakistan would continue to extend its ‘moral,
potitical and diplomatic’ support to the Kash-
miri people and the Committee would strive
for peaceful resolution of the conflict.

Through his address, Gen. Musharraf has
sought to send out (wo messages. The firstone
is that henceforth the focus of Pakistan on
Kashmir would be on ‘moral, diplomatic and
palitical’ support. Of course this was the
stated position of Istamabad cven before his
January 12 hut there were few takers jor the
tine given the epen operation of a number of
militant outfits in Pakistan espousing the
cause of Kashmir,

It has been the contention of New Delhi that
fakistan was aiding and abetting the militant
outfits and this was reflected in the charge of
‘cross-border  terrorism’.  Gen. Musharraf
sought to address this concern of New Delhi

when he degeunced violence in the name of
the Mausa and expressed determina-

tion of his Government to deal with the jehadi
groups operating in Kashmir,

The secand is the linkage of a sotution to the
United Nations Resolutions. In the run-up to
the Agra Summit, Islamabad had given up the
cmphasis on the UN Resolutions (promising a
plebiscite in the Valley to enable the peaple of
the State to decide on whether they want to be
part of India or Pakistan).

Now il appears that Pakistan once again
wants to emphasise the importance of the UN
Resolutions and mobilise international opin-
ion to pressure India to sit across the table for
resolution of the dispute in accordance with
the 1948 and 49 resolutions,

““As far as Pakistan is concerned, it shouid
be crystal clear to every one that there could
be no compromise on Kashmir issue and
there should be no doubt in anybody’'s mind
about the Government's commitment to the
Kashmir cause”, Gen. Musharraf wold the
Commitiee members.

Abour the situation on the border, he said
the whole world favoured de-escajation of
tension. It was for Tndia to do the needful as it
had amassed troops on its borders. If Tndia
withdrew its troops, Pakistan would respond
instantly. Gen. Musharraf said that the best
deterrence of war was “our will and resolve”
1o respond to any aggression with full force.
An official statement said there was general

appreciation by the members to the firm com-
mitment of the President to the Kashmir
Cause.

Crackdown on ‘jehadi’ outfits

In a massive crackdown on the outlawed jeha-
di {*holy war'} outfits the Pakistan palice are
believed to have rounded up over 1,500 activ-
ists and sealed more than 400 of their offices
in different parts of the country,

Offices of the outlawed outfits have been
sealed and members of the arganisations have
also been picked up from the Pak-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), Giigit and Northern Areas.

The Musharraf Government todav formally !
novified the ban on five outlawed militant
graups. They are ihe Jashkar-c- Taiba, the
Jaish-e-Mohammad, the Sipah-e-Sahaba Pa- |
kistan (585P), the Tehreek-e-Jafferia Pakistan
(TIP) and the Tehreek-e-Nifaz-e- Muhamma-
di (TINSM).

The notification under the Anti-Terrorism
Act, 1997, said that the Sunni Tehreek had
been placed under observation. Under the
Act, once the ban is enforced against an orga-
nisation its offices would be sealed, accounts f
would be frozen and all literature shall be
seized.

The Pakistan Interior Secretary, Tasneem ‘

Noorarni, said that the operation against these .
organisations would conti:}LLe._'/
R
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5\ {\Musharraf s virtuos performance v‘”’

General Pervez Musharraf’s virtuoso performance and only a
performance, on Saturday night was aimed at two distinct
audiences, one domestic, the other foreign — it was cleared in
advance by the Americans, the precaution had the advantage of
ensuring Cofin Powell’s advice to India even before Musharraf
opened his mouth and Tony Blair following up immediately
after the pre-censored version was delivered, to ask India to
open a dialogue with Pakistan on the basis of what Musharraf
said. Blair would be better advised to downsize his self-imposed
international role and concentrate on the Irish question, which
seems to be coming apart again despite his brave and well-
meant efforts, Musbarraf was genuinely concerned over the
sectarian violence within Pakistani society between Shias and
Sunnis and seemed to blame Zia-ui-Haq for it, which may not
be entirely undeserved, Being a mohajir himself he refrained
from mentioning how the establishment treats those it
considers to be lesser Muslims. The crackdown on militants,
which is for real is directed principally at those who perpetrate
such domestic violence, not at all with its export to Kashmir and
India.- On the contrary he stiffened his resolve to help the
struggle of the Kashmiris with moral, diplomatic and principled
support; as he has never admitted doing anything else, it does
not take us very far. In fact he has moved the two Pakistan led
formations Jaish and Toiba to POK as we have noted earlier
and therefore it was safe for him to be seen on television
putting locks on their no longer used offices in Karachi.

Musharraf wants all madrassas in the country to register with
the government and reform their curriculum, to include the
study of science and technology, not merely turning out half-
baked mullahs taught only the Koran. Acknowledging the role
of mosques in fomenting domestic violence, he wants all
mosgues to register with government and no new ones to come
up without government approval. This was an extraordinary
and courageous decision. In time it shouid have an effect on
Pakistan escaping from the preoccupation with religion and
Kashmir but this will tuke time, even on the assumption that he
succeeds in getring those in charge of existing madrassas and
mosques to comply with the law — a tall order anyway.
However, we do wish him Tuck — he will need it!

His blunt message to Vajpayee was no more than a bow to
domestic opinion, the good little guy standing up to the big bad
bully, as was the ringing statement that not a singie Pakistani
will be handed over as India demands. As it happens the fist of
twenty includes 15 who hold Indian nationality but serve
Pakistan’s purpose abroad and are based in Pakistan; he said
nothing of them. The Americans should be nudging him to
comply. Having forcibly taken first 20 and now another 30 Al
Quaida and Taliban terrorists from Afghanistan in chains to
detention camps in an American base in Cuba, Donald
Rumsfeld correctly refused to regard them as covered under
the Geneva Conventions relating to prisoners of war. He called
them irregufar combatants and he was right. The same
argument applies to terrorists who take shelter in Pakistan and
may or may not be Pakistani nationals. Let Musharraf start with
non-Pakistani nationals, the rest can follow,

The hour-long performance had lots of quotes from Jinnah
and his portrait could be seen in a corner of the television
screen. Notably absent was any reference to Ataturk,
Somebody must have told our wily friend that such a
comparison would offend the Turks, When Ataturk wanted to
reduce the power of the red fez mullahs, he did not ask them to
register he appeared for two years in public in every other
headgear except the fez. When he wanted women to shed the
veil and his firman was not followed because the men would not
allow it, he withdrew the edict and replaced it with another
saying all prostitutes must wear the veil. Promptly the veils
disappeared! His commitment to democracy was so strong that
in later years he asked his principal lieutenant Ismet Innonu to
leave him and form an opposition party. A tearful Innonu
complied and Turkey became a democracy.

Has the Pakistani president got the stomach fop-t or will
parrot Pervez continue with —~ Kashmir, Kashmi ashmir?/
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Times News Network ngpi-'KPakistan. for a start, could stop lﬂe fed up an

NEW DELHI: Defence minister George
Fernandes has made it clear that India
will not pull back its troops from the bor-
der with Pakistan until Gen Pervez
Musharraf transtates his words into “con-
crete action” on the ground. The onus is
now on Gen Musharraf to “act fast™ and
deliver on his commitments.

“The mobilisation of Indian forees at
the border is complete and any etfort at
de-escalation can come only, and I repeat
only, if and when cross-border terrorism
is  effectively stopped,”  sald Mr
Fernandes at a press conlerence on the
eve of his visit to the LIS

Asked if there was any time- frame
within which Gen Musharraf had to
deliver, Mr. Fernandes said India would
definitely give Pakistan “some time” 1o
achieve this but the wait “capnot be
indefnite”.

“We have had his word. Now we wait
for the deed. India will wait for effective
and full mmplementation of whatever
measures have been announced by {Gen)
Musharraf, If he means to do it, | am sure
he knows he needs to do it fast, especial-
ty since troops from both sides are on the
frontline,” he said,

No immediate pull-back: Fernandes

ongoing shelling across the border, he
said. Mr Fernandes said the Pakistami
army was still firing across the border as
well as the Line of Control, especially in
Kargil town, Drass and the Mushkoh
Valley.

New Delhi also expects Gen
Musharraf o “deliver” the 20 terrorists
and criminals named in the list handed in
to Pakistan.

» De-escalation only atter cross-border
terrorism stops

» Musharraf must act quickly

» Mohilisation of forces complete

» Forces are prepared for any
eventuality

He said India was keen to resolve
tssues peacefully, but if it could not be
done that way, New Delhi may have to go
in for other options. “Our forees are pre-
pared for any eventuality” said Mr
Fernandes,

“1 would like 10 make it clear that we
have had enough (of terronsmj and shall
have no more of it The entire nation is

<

a permanent solu-
tion to this problem. Of course. there
have to be political solutions, but they
cannot be brought about through 1orror-
ism,” he added.

Discounting the possibility of a nuclear
flare-up, Mr Fernandes said, “No sensible
person would like even to think of using
a nuclear weapon. We look at puclear
weapols as a deterrent and nothing
hevond that.”

On Gen Musharraf's mvitation o the
ULS, for mediation o the Kashmir issue.
Mr Fernandes said New Delhi did no
want any “meditator or facilitator
between India and Pakistan.

Birushing aside questions on the consin
uing Chinese military and economic hely
to Pakistan, he said that it was pot the
first time that Islamabad was acquirina
waapons from China and he did naot
attach any special significance to it.

“Our relations with China are corra:t
and friendly.We are making progress.
howsoever slow it may be, for the resolu-
tion of cur border disputes. In the maeun-
while, there have been no incidents i
the ground during the last four years
Political, economic and cultural relativns
with China are on the upswing.” he said.

TYE TLRES OF INDIA
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Pak positive on talks

FROM IDREES BAKHYIAR
AND AGENCIES

Islamabad, Jan. 14: Pakistan
today said India’s response to
President Pervez Musharraf's
speech was not negative but
iacked warmth, and hoped it
could resume deadlocked peace
talks soan.

A foreign ministry
spokesman said Islamabad had
“taken a note” of Delhi’s guard-
ed welcome to Musharraf’s dec-
laration of intent to stamp cut
terrorism from its soil. Foreign
minister Jaswant Singh had
hailed the ban on five terror
groups, but had linked the defus-
ing of military tensions with im-
provement on the ground.

Pakistan, too, said today it
would not lower its guard on the
tense shared border until its nu-
clear rival pulled back its forces

o
peacetime positions, ¢ =

“We hope {India) will soon

ve towards the desired direc-
tion,” foreign ministry spokesm-
an Kamran Niaz told a news bri-
efing. Military spokesman Rash-
id Quereshi said at the same ses-
sion it was “difficuit to predict™
if the worst standeff since the
1999 Kargil war would now ease.

But Pakistan moved to ease
tension with its neighbour, de-
taining hundreds of activists
from the five gutlawed groups in
a continuing nation-wide crack-
down.

An interior ministry official
said about 1,100 activists had _
been detained since Saturday
and 390 offices sealed, Abdu!

- Ghafoor Haidari, secretary gen-

eral of the pro-Taliban Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam, was arrested
today in Quetta, police said.

“We have detained atmnost alt

cheesecake chariot to turr: {ndia

activists from the banned
groups, but their leaderships
have gone underground... we
will manage them alsg,” he
added. Figures complied from
police sources suggested the ac-
tual number of detentions could
be as high as 1,500.

Though there has been no in-
mediate backlash tq the crack-
down, a prominent Muslim cler-
ic said Musharraf was sowing
the seeds of an [slamic revoiu-
tion. “There may not be instant
reaction bit they will respond
when the dust has settled,”
Maulana Abdul Aziz of Islam-
abad’s main Red Mosque said.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Niaz said the Pakistan Preside-
nt’s speech was the most authori-
tative exposition of government
policy on a wide range of issues,
in particular religious violence
and extremism.
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No pullback

from botder

HT Correspondents
New Dethi/ Islamabad, January 14

INDIA WON'T pull back its troops
from the border until Islamabad
stopped cross-border terrorism,
Defence Minister George Fernan-
des said today. Pakistan respond-
ed, saying it too won't withdraw
its troops, unless mdia made the
first move. Islamabad was expect-
ing a warmer response from Delhi
to General Musharraf’s Saturday
night speech, Pakistan Foreign
Office Spokesman Kamran Niaz
said.

In Delhi, Fernandes said, “The
mobilisation of our forces is com-
plete, and any effort at de-escala-
tion will come only when cross-
border terrorism is effectively
stopped.” He was speaking to
reporters before setting off on his
weeklong tour of the US,

The benchmark for satisfying
India “very much includes”
action on the list of 20 people
wanted by India. “We expect Pres-

ident Musharraf to hand over

these men, whe are charged with
specific offences in India. We've
had Musharraf’s word. Now we
wait for his deed. We'd like to
believe he means to do what he’s
said. I'm sure he's aware that he
has to do it fast, particularly
because the troops from both
sides are on the frontlines,” Fer-
nandes said, Pakistan, he poeinted
out, had shelled Kargil town even
after Musharraf’s speech.

“On his reforms within Pak-
istan against all those (terrorist)
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l US INTELLIGENCE officials have disclosed that Islamabad is !

' nis had already moved a humber of missiles towards the border,

PAK MISSILE SITES NEAR FRONTIER

building missile Jaunch sites near the Indian border. The Pakista-

the Washington Times, quoting US Intelligence sources, said on
Monday. The Pakistanis have built five such sites the location of
three of which had been identified, the newspaper said. US Intel-
ligence agencies believe these are for short-range M-11s or ‘Hatf’
missiles, which are reportedly being taken out from storage sites
for deployment. Mobile missile launchers are expected to be sta-
tioned at these sites. The agencies have also reported spotting a
convoy of some 95 trucks at a missile storage facility at Sargodha, |
about 100 miles soutth of Islamabad. The Intelligence officials said

India toe had deployed ‘Prithvi’ short-range ballistic missiles.

‘.l .

elements which he has identified,
I'd give him 7 marks on a scale of
10. As far as the situation in India
is concerned, he's yet to submit
his papers,” he added.

Pakistan termed the Indian
response to General Musharraf's
speech as ‘not negative’ but said
that it was expecting a warmer
response from Delhi and resump-
tion of dialogue on Kashmir.

“We were expecting a warmer
response from India but the fact
remains that they have respond-
ed,” Foreign Office Spokesman
Kamran Niaz told a news briefing.

Military spokesman Maj-Gen
Rashid Qureshi, also present at
the briefing, said Pakistan was
expecting India would move its
troops back to peacetime posi-
tions in response Musharraf’s
steps to curb extremism, “The

HTC, Washington

action was already under way and
has been completed to a great
extent,” he said, in response to
India’s demand that the Pakistan
President translate his words into
actions. Qureshi referred to the
Government crackdown over the
past three days in which more
than 1500 activists of jehadi and
sectarian groups had been arrest-
ed and their offices were sealed.

Powell mission

US Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell would held talks with General
Pervez Musharraf on Wednesday
as part of his peace-making mis-
sion to the region. “He will be
arriving here on January 16 on a
one-day visit and will hold talks
with President Musharraf”, a
Foreign Ministry official said.
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~18I tentacles

Jan. 14. — The 18I has established a formidable
network in India that spans across 40 operating
centres spread over Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Delhi, Maharashtra, Bihar, Karnataka, Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh and, of course, Jammu and
Kashmir,

According to an official assessment, the details
of which were made available to The Statesman, in
J&K alone, the Pakistani agency spends Rs 50
‘million per month by way of making payments to
militant organisations, equipping them with
“hardware” (arms and ammunition), paying
“sympathisers” and running clandestine commu-
nication networks.

The inputs from the

Repot, More Photograpra ..

eep & wide
I MU SO

Genetal Musharraf now says he wants. According to
one statement, “Pakistan is India’s immediate
neighbour. We can never be friends. India is and shall
remain our enemy number one. India’s scheming
machinations, subversion and espionage activities
have to be fought at every front and with all strength
at our disposal.”

Most of the centres in India are used for
sheitering and processing agents. These centres
also act as support bases for primary logistics. For
terrorist strikes outside J&K, the ISI apparently
favours western India and Nepal as launching
pads. Money transfers are done through couriess,
except for large amounts, when the preferred
mode is the hawala. -

But inteiligence sources said the ISI is usually
not in favour of the
hawala route, and that

assessment will be used

to prepare the long- Uttar Pradesh;
PYTISL There e 3 Munaftrasga 3 Mok
: , % Seharanpur 4 Thane

around 3,0 Pakistan- . g Bijor .
trained militants  in Ksirana & Ahmamd bad
J&K, out of which about 4 Iy iy
25 10 35 per cent are 4 ':m?;:abad Saurashira
armed with “sophisti- 4 K::‘e o 19'2“ N
cated weapons”. Some g rpnas' urte
of the weaponry will do 4 Aa 2 :h & 1 i
the Army proud, intell- zamgal e Thiruvananthapuram
igence officials  said. % Calicut
Apart from Kalash- Katkata
nikovs, the agents have Murshidabad 4 Hyderabad
heavy machine guns, & Dinajpur I
120 mm mortars, rocket Sitiguri % Coimbatore
launchers, anti-aircraft . % Madurai
guns, sniper rifles, night ¥ Siwan 4 Dindigu)
vision devices, commun- % Darbhanga 4 Trichy
ication sets and rugged :ZPumaa
construction materials. * Kishangan] 4

The money and effort ¥ Katihas Bangalore
that's put in is backed by ~ # Gaya 151 natwork widespraad
a mission statement, one % Patna niso in Mew Dsihi and
that varies rather signi- % Hazaribegh Jamma & Kashir

ficantly from  what

-

hand delivery of cash to
agents in India is one of
the most frequent ISI
activities.

The Jamaat-e-Tslam
Hind is a major ally of
the ISI. The Jamaat acts
as recruiters in India,
Nepal and Bangladesh.
It does the primary ind-
octrination of young
men, often in their
teens, the “more promi-
sing” of whom are later
selected for IS1 cells.
The most convenient
targets are young men
without much money
but plenty of anger.
{ndian authorities, how-
ever, would not bhe
drawn into disclosing
the exact assessment of
the number of these
footsoldiers in waiting.
“Thousands” s the

most they would say/ .
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_India must wait to see if Musharraf follows up his words with deeds
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ervez Musharraf’s much-

awaited speech of January

12 has received a cautious

welcome in India. “We wel-

come the now declared com-
mitment of the government of Pak-
istan not to support or permit anymore
the use of its territory for terrorism
anywhere in the world, including the
Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir,”
said the external affairs minister,
Jaswant Singh. The minister added,
however, that India will await effective
implementation of the assurance on
the ground. Musharraf’s televised ad-
dress to the Pakistani people covered
three interrelated issues: religious ex-
tremism in Pakistan, terrorism, and
Kashmir. The major part of his speech
was devoted to the first theme which,
to employ a phrase beloved of the Gen-
eral, forms its “core issue”.

This was not the first time that
Musharraf has addressed the burning
domestic issue of religious extremism.
It must be said to his credit that he had
made an attempt to tackle the danger
of religious extremism even before the
United States of America launched its
“war against terror”, On October 17,
1999, in his very first address to the na-
tion, Musharraf spoke ahout the
threat to internal law and order and
the devastating effects of sectarian
strife resulting from religious extrem-
ism in Pakistan. This was followed by
an attempt to mop up the vast armoury
of unlicensed weapons — estimated to
be 1.2 million — floating around the
country. The Musharraf government
also announced a ban on the public dis-
play of weapons and on the forcible col-
lection of funds for jihad. These initia-
tives ran into heavy opposition from
powerful vested interests and turned
out to be largely abortive.

he “war against terror” left
T Musharraf no option but to take

the bull by the horns, The ex-
tremist organizations were vociferous-
ly opposed to Pakistan's cooperation
with the US. Musharraf decided to de-
tain three of their leaders for inciting
people to stage violent anti-govern-
ment protests. He replaced the head of
the Inter-State Intelligence who was
notorious for his pro-taliban sympa-
thies. Follpwing in the footsteps of
Washington, he froze the assets of cer-
tain pro-taliban organizations.

Urged by Washington, Musharraf
is now turning on the heat against the
extremists. “This extremism has been
going on for years and now tt is bevond
limits,” he said in his Iatest address.
“Theday of reckoning has come.” Call-
ing for a “progressive, modern and dy-
namic” Pakistan, Musharraf an-

The author is former ambassador to
China and the European Union

CHANDRASHEKHAR DASGUPTA

nounced that he would not allow
mosques to be used for political pur-
poses and would soon issue an.ordi-
nance to reform the madrassahs. Most
significantly, he declared that under
Islam, only the state has the authority
to wage jihad in the form of a militant
struggle. He announced a ban on the
Lashkar-e-Teiba and the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed, two terrorist organizations
the assets of which he had earlier

frozen in deference to Washington. He
also declared a ban on three extremist
groups which were responsible for sec-
tarian violence between Sunnis and
Shias.

Musharraf’ made it clear that these
measures were being taken in the in-
ternal interests of Pakistan. On cross-
border terrorism, he offered a generat
assurance that he would not allow Pak-
istani territory to be used for terrorist
activities in the name of religion. He
promised to deal severely with any
group found to be involved with the
December 13 attack on the Indian
Parliament.

The most significant aspect of
Musharraf’s speech is that he re-
frained from repeating his earlier at-
tempts to draw a distinction between
terrorists and “freedom fighters”. As
Jaswant Singh has peointed out,
Musharraf’s statement amounts to a
“major shift” in Islamabad's policy

However, the Pakistani president
failed to respond satisfactorily to
India’s extradition list, stating that
Pakistani nationals would not be ex.
tradited to India, while other cases
would be considered if requisite evi-
dence is provided. Musharraf’s state-
" ment seems to imply that Pakistani cit-
izens charged with committing terror-
ist offences in India would be granted
immunity from extradition proceed-

‘ Sikandar Hayat Khan,
the so called “prime minis-
ter” of POK, has endorsed

Musharraf’s speech ,

ings. This retrograde step is inconsis-
tent with Pakistan’s international
legal obligations. India should seek a
clarification of Islamabad’s intentions

in this regard. India’s list of 42 “most .

wanted” terrorists include some
“Khalistan” extremists whose activi-
ties had nothing to do with Kashmir.
These individuals are now a spent
asset for Pakistan. He can turn these
terrorists over to India without raising
a storm of domestic protest, As an im-
mediate first step, Musharraf should
hand over these terrorists without any

Hints of change

delay. Failure to do so would rightly be
seen in India as proof of insincerity.

n Kashmir, Musharraf simply
O reiterated the standard Pak-

istani line, appealing for US in-
volvementt in seeking a resolution, ac-
cusing India of practising “state ter-
rorism” and demanding a monitoring
role for international human rights
bodies and the United Nations. it
was only to be expected that the gener-
al would make a vigorous restatement
of Pakistan's basic position on Kash-
mir while formally renouncing terror-
ism as an instrument of his Kashmir
policy.

If Musharraf is really serious
about implementing his promises, his
January 12 address could prove tobe a
turning-peint not only in Pakistan’s
domestic affairs but also in India-Pak-
istan relations. Since the Zia period,
successive governments in Islamabad
have given active encouragement to so-
called “Islamic” militant groups in a
failed attempt to further their objec-
tives in Afghanistan and Kashmir
This has resulted in massive internal
lawlessness and sectarian conflict, and
Pakistan has been steadily drifting to-
wards ungovernability. Inevitably, it
has also resulted in a confrontation
with India. We can only hope that
Musharraf will make a sustained ef-
fort to pull the country back from the
precipice. He must match his words
with action.

Musharraf's assurance that terror-
ists will not be allowed to operate from
Pakistani territory will be truly mean-
ingful only if it also covers Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. We must take note
of an important first step in this con-
text. Sikandar Hayat Khan, the so-
called “prime minister” of PoX has
stated: “I fully endorse the speech of
President Pervez Musharraf and
we will take action in our area inline
with it.”

India will have to exercise patience
as it waits to see if, and how, Musharraf
matches his words with deeds. New
Delhi has already made it clear that a
comprehensive dialogue including
Kashmir will be resumed only after
there is a cessation of cross-border ter-
rorism.

s there any reciprocal gesture that

India could appropriately make at

the present stage? New Dethi
should consider sending our high com-
missioner back to Islamabad. In com-
ing days we will require clarification
of Pakistani intentions on various is-
sues. The presence of a senior envoy in
Islamabad will be helpful in this con-
text. On the same grounds, as well as
for reasons of reciprocity, we should si-
multaneously consider resuming cur
dealings with the Pakistani high com-
missioner in New Delhi.
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‘Window for diplomatic
solution opens a crack

Pramt Pal Chaudhuri} Qc”

New Delhi, January 13

THE WORLD is breathing a little
easier after ndia and Pakistan
exchanged speeches this week-
end. The words may be sharp, but
diplomats see the outlines of a
de-escalation of the subconti-
nent’s latest crisis.

The first diplomatic goal of the
international community had
been to get Pervez Musharraf to
publicly renounce the sponsor-
ship of terrorism, in whatever
Ianguage he chose, This was New
Dethi’s bottomline,

Despite the daily telephone
chats between US Secretary of
State Colin Powell and Mushar-
raf, Washington was never
entirely certain of what the Gen-
eral would say. The US did havea
rough idea of the content, but not
the language he would use — one
reason Condoleezza  Rice
arranged for her own translator
before she watched Musharraf
on Saturday.

Musharraf delivered. He
promised that no attacks would
e launched against another
country from Pakistani soil. He
said no more terrorism under
“the garb of Kashmir”

The General left himself
escape clauses, Islamabad claims
Azad Kashmir is not Pakistani
s0il. It can stilt calt Kashmiri mil-
itants “freedom fighters.,” But
such clauses are to be expected as
Musharraf doubts whether India
intends to have a real dialogue on
Kashmir,

Also expected was Mushar-
raf’s call on the US to become a
third party to Kashmir. That like-
lihood, say diplomatic sources, is

X

v\

‘GENERAL AT A DANGEROUS CROSSROADS'

PAKISTAN PRESIDENT Pervez Musharrat stands at a dangerous crossroads
by announcing measures to curb terrotist elements that are “heavily armed
and sworn to kill” anybody coming in the way of their holy war, with
no assurance of the Army's continued backing, the US media reported
on Sunday,

It felt that the ban on Lashkar-e-Tayveba and Jaish-e-Mohammad will have
"little practical effect” as Pakistan has already detained the leaders of these
terrorist outfits, raided their offices and frozen their bank acoounts,

in the haif century since Pakistan was born, no Pakistani teader has faced
more menacing challenges than those Mugharraf confronted in his address to
the nation, said The New York Times.

The General essentialiy gave himself the task of redefining Pakistan's
sense of itself after two decades of drift into lawlessness and violience,
The Times said. He has no political establishment 10 share his decisions
with, and no assurance of the army’s continued backing if the road

ahead gets rough,

PTI, New York

zero. But New Delhi had antici-
pated an appeal for “internation-
alisation” in Musharraf’s mes-
sage,

The world's next concern:
India’s reaction. If New Delhi
rejected Musharraf’s speech out-
right, the carefully consiructed
diplomatic edifice of the past few
weeks would collapse. War
clouds would start rumbling.

India had two reasons to be
constructive. One, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's “musings” had spo-
ken of a readiness to hold a dia-
logue with a Pakistan which
renounced terrorism. Two, if
India was seen closing its ears to
Musharraf’s pleasantries, it
would lose the moral high
gronnd held post-December 13.

Even before the speech, India
had indicated it would be locking
at what Pakistan did on the
ground. This was the crux of
Jaswant Singh’'s response today.

It has all left foreign diplomats
crossing their fingers.

India and Pakistan had, it
seemed, indicated a willingness
to deal rather just fight. Yes,
India had slammed talk of medi-
ation over Kashmir and wagged
a finger over Pakistan’s refusal
to extradite.

But that was par for the course
in South Asia. “We discount
much of that automatically,” said
a Western diplomat.

The game now is 1o get Pak-
istan to practice what it preach-
es. Powell’s arrival in South Asia
this Wednesday will be the focus
now, The expectation: He will ask
Musharraf to follow through and
ask India to be patient.

Regardiess of what it says pub-
licly, the US does not expect
India’s military to stand down
just yet. But the buzz is that the
window on a diplomatic settle-
ment has opened a crack.
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Indla welcomes Pak

g1 o'
awa

stht,

-
Times News Network A
NEW DELHIL India has wel-
comed the “major shift”™ in
Pakistan's declared policy not o
SUPPORTL O PEIrmMit RITONSM 01 1t
territory, but said it would wait for
Pakistan to “operationalise™ its
intent before resuming dialogue,

An end o cross-border terror-
ism and infiltration were the two
benchmarks spelt out by external
affairs minister Jaswant Singh on
Sunday i the first Indian reaction
to  Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf’s policy statement on
Saturday night.

India, Mr Singh said, remained
committed 1o the process ol bilat-
cral dialogue and addressing all
issues, including  Jammu  and
Kashmr, in a purposetul time-
bound munner, but rejected any
third-partv wvolvement,

He said easing of tensions
between India and Pakistan would
depend on the steps Pakistan
“takes interpally to translate its
commitment into acuon™.

Expressing  diasappointment
over Pakistan’s refusal to hand
over the 20 persons named by
India. he hoped Tslamabad would
take  action  against  them.
Commenting on the ban on the
Lashkar-c-Toiba and the Jaish-e-
Mohammad. Mr Singh hoped s
would be implementad and meas-
ures taken against other organisa-
1ons as well,

While India’s response, a condi-
tional  welcome of  Gen
fusharraf™s intent. was afong
expected lines, the tone and tenor
ol the reaction saw a marked
change. The harsh indictment of
the past few days was replaced
with a moderate expression of
hope and there was no counter to

Gen Musharr Aurts of belliger-
cnce.  Ewven | the  Pakistani
President’s reference to human
rights abuses in Jammu and
Kashmir evoked only a muted dis-
agreement, with Mr Singh saving
the government “rejects entirely
and categorically” the comments
about the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Mr Singh said India welcomed
Pakistan’s declared commitment
“not (o support or permit any

THE DAY AFTER

External affairs minister Jaswant
Singh addresses a press meet in
New Delhi on Sunday.

maore the use of its territory for ter-
rorism anywhere in the world,
including in the Indian state of

Jammu and Kashmir”. as also the
fact that Pakistan had ~“dropped
the advocacy of cross-border ter-
rerism or state-sponsored terror-
ism in J& K and has stopped eqguat-
ing terrorism and terrorists with
freedom fighters™.
Acknowledging that this was a
major shift. Mr Singh, however,
reiterated time and again that

policy

1ts oround action

India wanted the gap bhetween
declaration of intent and imple-
mentation to be bridged guickly.
“The earljer it is implemented
the carlier both 1India and
Pukistan can move towards dia-
logue on all issues, including on
J&K." India. Mr Singh repeated
several times, would “go two
steps forward” for every step
that Pakistan took.

He reiterated though that noe
third party could be involved.
Intervention was not practicable,
nor workable or acceptable, Mr
Singh said. He commented that the
UN  Secrctary-General  had
already said the UN Security
Council resolutions were no longer
impiementable.

The wvisit of LS. Secretary of
State Colin Powell did not
amount to mediation of any kind
but was part of the normal
process of consultation, Mr Singh
said. And China did not have any
wntention ner shall it play any
mediatory rtole. he added.
Acknowledging China’s “special
relationship  with  Pakistan™,
including its “military equipment
supply relationship™. Mr Singh
sald India remained committed 1o
improving relattons and the visit
of China’s premier Zhu Rongji
was expected 1o see significant
movement forward.

Mr Singh said Gen Musharraf's
policy statement was an outcome
of India’s diplomatic measures,
which would continue. Most of the
measures  outlinped by  Gen
Musharraf were imernal and India
welcomed them in so far as they
had an external dimension. India
remained mindtul of the dangers

of the forces operating” within
Pakistan. he said.
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y Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 13. The United
States President, George W. Bush,
has hailed the speech of the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, and is hoping that it would set
the framework for a diplomatic
solution to reducing tensions in
the subcontinent.

“President Bush welcomes
President Musharraf's firm deci-
sion to stand against terrorism
and extremism and his commit-
menti to the principle that no per-
son or organisation will be
allowed to indulge in terrorism as
a means to further its cause,” the
White House Spokesman, Ari
Fleischer, said in a statement.

“The President applauds Gen.
Musharraf's vision of Pakistan as
a progressive and modern State
and his strong efforts to promote
education and a bettet economic
future for his people,” the spokes-
man noted.

“Reaffirming Pakistan's role as
a front line State in the coalition
against global terrorism, Gen.

Musharraf unequivocally rejected

terrorism, pledging to take action
against any Pakistani organisa-
tion, group or individual invelved
in terroristn within or outside Pa-
kistan,” Mr. Fleischer said.

"Bush hopes Musharraf s@&\:h
27w+ will lead to solution "\

“He (Gen. Musharraf) clearly
stated that the solution o Kash-
mir lies in peaceful means and
dialogue. Gen. Musharraf banned
four extremist organisations, in-
cluding the two that have been
accused of participating in the at-
tack on Parliament, the Lashkar-
e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Moham-
mad.”

Mr. Bush also welcomed Gen.
Musharraf's condemnation of the
attacks on Parliament and the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly as
terrorist acts and said the perpe-
trators must be brought to justice.

A bold stand: Powell

The U.5. Secretary of Stace, Co-
lin Powell, welcoming Gen.
Musharraf’s speech, said the Gen-
eral has taken a bold and princi-
pled stand to set Pakistan
squarely against terrorism and ex-
tremism both in and outside Pa-
kistan.

Applauding the banning of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mo-
bammad, Gen. Powell said the
U.5. welcomed Gen. Musharraf’s
“explicit statements” against ter-
rorism “and particularly notes his
pledge that Pakistan will not tol-
erate terrorism under any pretext,
including Kashmir".

Calling the offer of Gen. Mush-

‘Pak.’s Kashmir poliéy influenced

arraf to the Indian Prime Minister
for solving differences through
dialogue as “‘encouraging’’, Gen.
Powell said the speech '‘recon-
firms Pakistan’s role as a front
line state in the war against global
terrorism”,

“In light of the speech and the
strong actions that President
Musharraf has taken so far, the
U.S. believes the basis exists for
the resolution of tension between
India and Pakistan through diple-
matic and peaceful means,” he
said.

Speech a major step:
Annan

In New York, the United Na-
tions Secretary-General, Kofi An-
nan, welcomed the speech of
Gen. Musharraf, in particular the
emphasis on tolerance, the rule of
law and the need to fight terror-
ism and extremism. Mr. Annan
sees this as a major step towards
reducing tension between the two
countries.

“He (Mr. Annan) regards the
anti-terrorist  measures  an-
nounced by the President, includ-
ing the banning of several armed
extremist organisations, as a sig-
nificant step towards easing the
dangerous situation in the re-
gion,” a UL.N. statement said.

by Chinese strategic umbrella’

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. The Director of U.S. House Com-
mittee on Terrorism, Yossef Bodansky, tonight in-
dicated that Pakistan's Kashmir policy was
influenced by Chinese strategic umbrella. "Whenev-
er we discuss Kashmir, we have to remember that
Pakistan depends on the strategic umbrella from the
People’s Republic of China,” he said.

He said “‘the lifeline of Pakistan goes through the
Karakoram Highway and through PoK. They cannot
withdraw from there, they cannot disengage from
China. These are the things that dominate Pakistan’s
approach to Kashmir and it would continue to dom-
inate as long as they are dependent on Chinese stra-
tegic umbrella”.

In an interview to Star News, he accused Pakis-
tan’s Inter Services Intelligence (151) of diverting spe-

cialised equipment, supplied by Washington during
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, to Kashmir.

Stating that there was an extremely complicated
connection between the ISI, Pakistan’s special forces
and militants against {ndia, he said truckloads of
weapons could not have been supplied without in-
volvement of the Pakistani establishment.

Former IS1 chief, Harnid Gul, while asserting that
Pakistan’s policy towards Kashmir could never
change, however, discounted Mr. Bodansky saying
that after the withdrawal of the Soviet troops from
Afghanistan, weapons of U.5, and Russia could have
been transported anywhere.

Mr, Gul said the CIA was fully aware that during
ihe Soviet occupation, people from 38 nations were
operating in camps in Afghanistan. — PT1, UNi
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Musharraf may offer too little, but it’s not too Ia&? g |

OW long will it take for General Pervez \ s\ the diplomatic edge and df
Musharraf’s primetime telecast to be

translated from the Urduinto concrete
action” Or rather, how long would be long
enough? Depending upon the reply — from the
Indian government, from international ob-
servers, from the Pakistani public — one would
getafair inkling of the amount of time Pakistan’s
president has won himself to wriggle out of his
corner. In the immediate aftermath of the ad-
dress, therefore, Musharraf appears o have
elicited guarded optimism from all quarters; he
has held out to each audicnee the possibility of
making great strides, if only they would all give
him the space and the time. To Tndia, he has dan-
gled the promise of restraining anybody trom us-
ng Kashmir to justify terrorist activity. To the in-
ternational community, especially the US, he has
conjured up visions of a progressive, non-theo-
cratic Pakistan, thereby consolidating his post-
September 11 acceptability. And to his domestic
constituency, he has sought to position himself —
and himself alone — as the great moderniser, de-
termined to reverse decades of anarchy and or-
thodoxy. What a masterful balancing act.

India has rightly stated that its response must
necessarily be 1o actual action undertaken by
Pakistan to address its concerns on cross-border
terrorisin and the criminals being sheltered in its
territory, not just to Musharrafspeak. But the
prospect of a troublesome neighbour suddenly
intent upon renouncing terrorism and tackling
contentious issues through dialogue has tobe en-
ticing. Indeed, the prospect of Pakistan suddenly
abandoning jebad and terrorism as means to

¢ Primetime reversal

W
ert domestic
disgontent has to be welcomed. And visions of
Pakistan focusing on modernisation and devel-
opment can only be good news for the region. But
some troubling thoughts prevent outright en-
dorsement. Despite the conspicuous absence of
any reference 1o “freedom fighters”, Musharraf
has given few instances of the concrete action his
regime would undertake to stop cross-border ier-
rorism. Long after they rechristened themselves,
he has banned Lashkar-e-Toiba and Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed, a few more from among their ranks
have been rounded up. Other than that, there is
little evidence yer to suggest that a dip in terrorist
vinlence is imminent. Musharraf still speaks of
“moral, diplomatic and political support” to
Kashmir, Pakistan’s traditional enphemism for
material support to Kashmiri terrorists. He still
demands evidence to implicate the much impli-
cated criminals India wants brought to justice.
And he still calls for third-party mediation, some-
thing he himself deemed unnecessary after the
Agra summit. That’s a pity. He has worked up a
certain momentum towards a bilateral thaw, it is
his responsibility to undertake action now to
prove his sincerity.

Still, Musharraf’s words could mark a bold,
new beginning, The range and depth of socio-po-
litical changes he envisages for Pakistan — the
end of the Kalashnikov culture, the depoliticisa-
tion of the mosgues, the abandonment of dreams
of a theocratic state — are noble. Questions re-

mainwhether can he carry through these changes

by military edict alone. However, this newspaper

can only wish him well in that endeavour.
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e A POSITIVE GESTURE FROM PAKISTAN

THE POLITICAL COURAGE exuded by the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Musharraf, in addressing
India’s concerns raises the visions of a truly
promising turn in the crisis-ridden bilateral rela-
_tionship, The welcome steps, which he an-
nounced in his internationaily televised address
during the weekend, range from the banning of
. two anti- India terrorist organisations to a decla-
ration that any form of terrorism to promote the
Kashmir “'cause’” will not be tolerated by the Pa-
kistani state. Bv staying the course and taking
irreversible actions to translate these and other
" new policies into a definitive reality, he can foster
- the long-term interests of Pakistan as a terror-
ism-free zone and as a fraternal neighbour of
India. It is a positive sign, therefore, that New
. Dethi has taken note of what it surely regards as
the India-friendly aspects of Gen. Musharraf's
prescriptions for a radically new Pakistan. Un-
" derstandably, however, New Delhi has at the
same time rejected his portrayal of India as a
purveyor of “state terrorism’ in Kashmir. Also
reaffirmed is official India’s opposition to Pakis-
fan’s renewed plea for America’s intercession in
* the overall process of re&?lvmg the Kashmir dis-
pute, W‘\..___ Q \O \Q\
On balance, th gh dauntmg mdeed were
the circumstances in which Gen. Musharraf skil-
fully tried to meet the demands that India made
in the context of the recent terrorist outrage at
. the Parliament House in New Dethi. In a critical
- sense, the United States and the United Kingdom
were breathing down his neck and urging him to
think of a broad framework for Pakistan’s future
interactions with India in an atmosphere free
from the politics of tervor. Now, appearing to ride
the crest of these challenges themselves, Gen.
Musharral has really managed to create some
new political and diplomatic space for himself.
By and large, he seems to have succeeded in re-
defining the terms for defusing the present dan-
gerous tensions on the India-Pakistan front. Se,
given the overall peace-evocative thrust of Gen.

Musharraf's speech, India will be well advised to
reciprocate his gesture by ordering an immediate
de-escalation of the military mobilisation near
the border with Pakistan. For India, a diplomatic

re-engageiment with Pakistan ought to be a mea--

ningful priority of the highest order in this un-
usually positive situation of near-epochal
importance.

By announcing a categorical ban on the ac-
tivities of both the Lashkar-e-Taiba {LeT) and the
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), the two Pakistan-
based terrorist organisations implicated in last
month's assault on India’s Parliament, Gen.
Musharraf has certainly met a prime Indian de-
mand. If the LeT and the jeM outfits are furious
with the Pakistan President, the reason can be
traced to the genuine fears of these terrorist orga-
nisations that he might act decisively against
them under the watchful eyes of a newly awak-
ened world. Gen. Musharraf has pointedly re-
sponded to several specifics of India’s check-list
of what Pakistan should do. In a balancing act, he
will not hand over to India any of the Pakistani
fugitives who figure in a list of terrorists and
criminals whose extradition New Delhi has re-
peatedly sought. Yet, he is willing to consider the
ransfer of non-Pakistani conspirators who might
stll be at Jarge in his country. No less significant
is the assurance about bringing te justice any
Pakistani group whose complicity in last month’s
attack on India's Parliament could be establish-
ed. In a larger perspective, Gen. Musharraf’s
compulsions go beyond the need for a new equa-
tion with India in the present global anti-terror
milieu. Of far-reaching scope in this context are
the reforms that he has announced so as to res-
cue the Pakistani society from the practitioners
of a false theology of terrorism itself. A stable and
modemising Pakistan will be in India’s best in-
terests as well. Gen. Musharraf's efforts towards
this end are, therefore, as important as a brave

e

new vision of peace that India and Pakistap’
might be able to project. . /‘.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 13. The jehadi or-
ganisations and rejigious parties
in Pakistan have reacted sharply
to the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf's speech and vowed
to continue their fight in support
of the "“oppressed’ people in
Kashrmir.

While at least two of the
banned outfits, one sectarian
and the other a religious orga-
nisation popular in the tribal ar-
eas, have threatened to challenge
the legal validity of the ban, most
of the outfits have denounced
the han on the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and the Jaish-e-Mohammad, as a
setback to ‘jehad’ in Kashmir.

Political abservers are of the
view that Gen. Musharral's suc-
cess in purging the jehadi ele-
ments would be directly related
10 the progress in the resolution
of the Kashmir conflict and nor-
malisation of India-Pakistan ties.

The United Jehadi Council
(U1C) chief, and Hizb-ul- Muja-
hitleen leader, Sved Salahuddin,
has hailed the vocal support for
the Kashmir cause. At the same
timne, he has regretted the deci-
sion to ban the Lashkar and the
Jaish and urged the Pakistan
President to ‘“‘re-consider” the

. action.

In a statement issued here,

| Syed Salahuddin said that the

ban was without justification
and that the action would have
an adverse impact on the “free-

SRINAGAR, JAN. 13. The Hurrivat
Conference today welcomed the
stand taken by the Pakistan Presi-
| dent, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, on
"Kashmir in his broadeast and
asked India to respond positively
to resolve the issue. “We welcome

e stand taken by Gen. Musharraf

n the Kashmir issue and urge In-

ia 10 respond positively fo find a
sofution to the issue,” the chair-
man of the 23-party separatist
conglomerate, Abdul Gani Bhat,
toid PTL

Claiming that there was no pal-
icy shift” in the General's state-
ment, the former Hurrivat
chairman and jamaat-e- Islami
leader, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, said
“the speech is a realistic one if
viewed in its totality, although
there is some scope to differ on
some points. Generally, the speech
is appreciable as far as Musharraf's
stance vis-a-vis Kashmir is con-
cerned”’. On the ban on the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-
Mohammad, he said “nobody has
the right to ban such individual
acts where Muslims comnie to help
their brethren”. Mr. Geelani said
Kashmir issue should be resolved
in accordance with the aspirations
of the people.

The former Union Home Minis-
ter and Tammu and Kashmir Peo-
ples Democratic Party presidens,
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, wel-
comed Gen. Musharraf's address
saying “'it would help war clouds
hovering over the sub-continent
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Yv"dom struggle” in Kashmir.

in his speech Gen. Musharraf
had indicated that Pakistan was
willing to cousider the extradi-
tian of Indian citizens figuring in
the list of 20. However, it is not
clear if the Pakistan Government
considers those hailling from
Kashmir and operating either
from Pakistan or the Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK} as Indi-
an citizens.

When asked whether the ban
would affect other jehadi outfits,
Mr. Salahuddin said that the PoK
had been the base of Islamic mil-
itant organisations fighting in
Kashmir and they had legal right
to use it for their “freedom strug-
gle”". Despite the ban, the jehadi
outfits would continue their ac-
tivities from the base camp, he
said.

Another jehadi outfit, Al Badr,
has said that Gen. Musharraf had
no authority to stop outfits from
waging jehad outside the coun-
try. A spokesman of the outfit
said that the Al Badr would take
part in jehad in every part of the
world, including Kashmir.

The Jamaat-e-Islami acting
chief, Munawwar Hasan, ac-
cused Gen. Musharraf of ignor-
ing “real issues’ and said that
the whole speech was devoted to
Jawlessness in the country. He
said the situation was an out-
come of the General's own ac-
fions  against
political leadership and Consti-

tits to back

14 ution. He said Gen. Musharraf,

ho had been supporting Kash-

iri jehadi outfits earlier, had

nnounced the ban under.Amer-
itan pressure.

The Jamait-Ulema-Islami
charged Gen, Musharraf of
breaking ‘self-created statues’. A
spokesman of the party alleged
that Gen. Musharraf himself was
an extremist.

PPP flays Govt.

The three main parties — the
Pakistan People's Party (PPP}, the
Pakistan Muslim League (Nawayz)
and the Muttahadi Quami Move-
ment (MQM) — have said that
Gen. Musharraf should have
sought the support of political
parties before going in for a ban
and argued that it would not work
without political mobilisation.

In contrast, many small parties
have welcomed his speech and
said the measures contemplated
by the Government would help in
getting tid of the menace of eth-
nic strife.

The PPP, led by former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, which
had been asking the Government
1o crack down on militants for
some time, castigated Gen. Mush-
arraf for delaying i till India
amassed its troops along the bor-
ders.

The PML(N) spokesman, Ashan
lqbal, urged Gen. Musharraf, to
work for consensus on core and

chairman of Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf, party, fmran Khan, said that
Gen. Musharraf had given a clear
message to ndia that it would be
replied in the same coin if it at-
tempted  any  misadventure

against Pakistan. The PML sec-
retary-general, Gobar Ayub Khan,
welcomed Gen.  Musharraf's
speech saying it was positive and
the steps announced by the Presi-
dent would help overcome extre-
mism and terrorism  in the
country’”’.

lLeader of the PML (Quaid-i-
Azam), Chaudhry Shujaat Hus-
sain, lauded Gen. Musharraf for
giving a clear message to India
that the nation firmty steod be-
hind its armed forces.

The Pakistan Awami Tehreek
{PAT) chairman, Dr. Tahirul Qa-
dri, said the ball was now in the
court of international community
to demounstrate positive response
to the steps taken by the Govern-
ment and work for the resolution
of Kashmir issue.

. The chairman of Alliance for

Kalsﬁmir cause EU calls for

India, Pak.
dialogue

BRUSSELS, JAN. 13. Welcoming
Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf’s jast night address
to the nation, the 15-nation
Furopean Union (EU) has
urged New Delhi and
Islamabad to promptly renew
dialogue 1o resolve the current
fension.

A High Representative for
Common Foreign and Security
Policy, Xavier Solana, said i a
statement, ‘T am pleased by

t Gen. Muasharrat’s commitment

an umbrella organisation of Op- :
position parties, Nawabzada Nas-

rullah  Khan, condemned

the :

“rules of behaviour” relating 1o :

activities of religious organisa-
tions announced by Gen. Mush-
arraf.

The Awami National Party sec-
retary-general, Innayatuliah Khan

Restoration of Democracy, (ARD), | express his approval of Gen.

to a peaceful solution of
Pakistan’s dispute with India
over Kashmir, and 1 urge both
India and Pakistan to promptly
renew their dialogue.”

in Madrid, the Spanish
Foreign Minister, Josep Pique,
had contacted his Pakistani
counterpart, Abdul Sattar, to

Musharraf's speech.

M. Pigue was also waiting 10
speak to his Indian counterpart
once New Delhi gave its
reaction to the speech, the
Foreign Ministry statement said
yesterday.

Spain holds the rotating six-

Hurriyat welcomes ™
Musharraf's stand

evaporate. Dialogue is the only
way to resalve problerus and is-
snes confronting [ndia and Pakis-
tan, including Kashmir”.

Ex-separatist hails gesture

A report from New Delhi said
the former Kashmiri separatist
leader, Hashim Qureshi,
comed Gen. Musharraf's state-
memnt of abjuring violence in
Kashimir and satd it vindicated the
stand of peace-loving Kashmiris.

“The denouncing of violence by
Gen. Musharraf has not only vindi-
cated my stand but of all those
Kashmiris who want a peaceful
reschution of the issue”, Mr. Qu-
reshi told PTI.

Pandits object

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. Amidst a feeling
of “distrust’ over the Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf's actions matching his words,
Kashmiri Pandits today guardedly
welcomed the Pakistani leader's
assertion to rein in jehadi ele-
ments operating from his country
but expressed strang objection to
his utterances over Kashmir,

leaders of the
which was the prime victim of the
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism Te-
sulting in the en masse exodus of]
over three lakh people from Kash-
mir valley in 1989, asked the Cen-
tre to continue the diplomatid
offensive to "force” Islamabad to
“translate words into action”. —|
PTI
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the country’s strategic issue.s. Kakar, welcomed Gen. Mushar | month presidency of the
Former cricket player and ral’s address. " Eutopean Union, — PTI A/FB/’
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Match Nords with actio

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. India today wel-
comed Pakistan's decision to snap
its support to the terrorists head-
ing for Kashmir and expressed ils
readincss for direct talks, provided
Islamabad backed its words with
action.

“We welcome the now declared
cornmitment of the Government
of Pakistan not (o suppaort or per-
mit anymore the use of its territo-
ry for terrorism anywhere in the
world, including the Indian State
of Jammu and Kashmir," the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Jaswant
Singh, said at a press conference.

Mr. Singh described the Pakis-
tan President, Perver Musharraf's
decision to clamp down on Kash-
mir-centric extremism as a ‘‘'major
shift"” in Islamabad’s poticy, Gen.
Mugsharraf had also dropped his
earlier distinction between terror-
ists and “freedom fighters™ in his

‘NO SCOPE FOR THIRD PARTY INTEF{VEN_TION’

much-publicised television ad-
dress on Saturday, he said.

India would insist on the exten-
sion of the Pakistani commitment
against terrorism to Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK) and the
Northern Areas too. Pakistan's
crackdown in “territories under
its control,” that included the
PoK, was central to ending cress-
border terrorism, as this area was
the hub of infiltration in Jammu
and Kashmir, Mr. Singh said.

India would now look forward
to an effective implementation of
the General's intent on the
ground. If Pakistan operational-
ised its intention and moved posi-
tively towards eliminating
cross-border terrorism, India “will
respond fully”, and would be pre-
pared (o resume a dialogue.

Rebutting Gen. Musharral's ac-
cent on internationalisation, Mr.
Singh said talks with Pakistan
¢ouid be held only within a bilat-

eral framework. “There is no
scope for third party interven-
tion.”

India wanted the resumption of
a "composite dialogue” process,
based on the Lahore Declaration.
That would mean New Delhi was
ready for simultaneous discussion
on all the eight issues mentioned
in the document, including Jam-
mu and Kashmir,

Responding to a question, Mr.
Singh said the visit of the 11.S. Sec-
retary of State, Colin Powell, next
week, could not be construed as
an expression of third party inter-
vention. He, however, had spoken
to Gen. Powell this morning, be-
sides conversing with the Russian
Foreign minister, lgor [vanov, ear-
lier. A Russian national security
council delegation, led by Oleg ID.
Chernov, also arrived here this af-
ternoon  for consultations on
counter-terrorism.

India, according to Mr. Singh,

Islamabad enforces ban on militant outfits

9m3»

n, India tells Pak.

PAR_

saw the termination of “‘infiltra-
tion™ as a benchmark for gauging
Pakistani scriousness in combat-
ing terrarism.

The Indian and Pakistani secu-
rity forces might have to coordi-
nate to check cross-border
movements in the coming days,
Government sources said. India
also saw the closure of the “Kash-
mir celi’” in the Pakistani [ntelli-
gence as another index of
[slamabad’s seriousness,

India today expressed its disap-
pointinent over Pakistan’s deci-
sian not to hand over its nationals,
included in a Hst of 20 fugitives
that New Delhi had sent to Isla-
mabad, But Mr, Singh hoped Pa-
kistan would act against the 15
Indians who had been detaited.

The Minister clarified that India
was ready to give enough time to
Gen. Mugharraf o implement
some of the measures he an-
nounced last night. Bui, it was un-

i
i

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 13. The Pakistan Government
has begun enforcing the ban on the five mil-
itunt and sectarian outfits identified bv the
President, Pervez Musharraf, in his address
ta the nation on Saturday.

Authorities are believed to have started the
operation of rounding up of activists of the
organisations and closing down their offices.
The operation against the tashkar-e-Tatba
and the Jaish-e-Mohammad has been going
on for several days now. The Radio Pakistan,
quoting authorities in the Punjab province,
reported that in the last 24 hours, police had
tocked over 250 offices and derained 533 ac-
tivists of the outfits in different towns.

In Peshawar, 10 leaders and 100 workers of
the Tehreek-e-jafria and the Sipah-e-Sahaba

cial has been quoted as saying that direc-
tions had been issued to launch a crackdown
against four outfits. More than 150 leaders
and workers of “jehadi” and religious outfits
had been arrested from different parts of
Sindh, including Karachi. Most of them be-
lIong to the S57. Inn the twin cities of Islama-
bad and Rawalpindi. the police arrested
dozens of workers of the outfits apart from
sealing the offices. The Lel office in lslama-
bad has also been secaled.

Police continued the midnight eperation
in various parts of the country including Ko-
hat, Hangu, Peshawar, Hyderabad, Dera Is-
mail Khan and Sargodha and arrested more
than 700 workers of religious and “jehadi”
outfits. A number of Jamtat Ulemai Islam
workers were also artested.

The managers of the military Government
are pleased over the response of the media,

particularly on the General's observations on
the Kashmir issue. They were worried on this
count in view of the apprehensions that the
Musharraf Government would give up its
“principled stand” on Kashmir under pres-
sure from the international community.

Gen. Musharraf is expected to elaborate
on the strategy of his Government vis-a-vis
the Kashmir issue at the first meeting of the
Nalional Kashmir Committee scheduled for
January 5.

AFP reports fromn Muzaffarabad:

The ban on the Lashkar and the Jaish will
also be extended to Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir. “T fully endorse the speech of President
Pervez Musharraf and we will take action in
our area in line with it,” Sardar Sikandar
Hayat Khan, Prime Minister of PoX, said to-
day.

Jehadi groups vow to continue fight: Page 11

‘ Pakistan were arrested. An NWFP police offi-

o

A positive sign, say political parties

By (ur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. Political parties
here were appreciative of the
strorgly-stated intention of the
Pakistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, 1o rid Pakistan of religious
extremism and terrorist outfits,
hut ~were disappointed with his
statements an Kashmir during his
telev'sed address to his nation on
Saturday.

After a meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Security, the Prime
Minister, Awdl Behari Vajpavee,
today chaired a meeting of major
political party leaders to elicit
their views on (Gen. Musharral's
address. Members of the CCS —
the External Affairs Minister, Jas-
want Singh, the Finance Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, and the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes —
were also present.

Broadly speaking. the reactions
were positive, with the leaders
emphasising the need for India
and Pakistan to engage in a dia-
logue to resclve long-standing
disputes, but not without cau-
tioning the Governmeni against
“third party” mediation.

Although most of them said
they would wait to see whether
the Ceneral was able to deliver
what he had promised, there was
no doubt that they were hopeful
that the development would lead
to the easing of tensions on the
border where the armies of the
two countries are fully deployed.

Although the de-escalation of
military build-up did not come up
at the meeting, the general view
was that this could take place in a

The Congress president, Sonia Gandhi, with senior party leader,
Manmohan Singh, the CPI{(M) leader, Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
and the CPI leader, D. Raja, after the meeting at the Prime
Minister's residence in New Delhi on Sunday. — PTI

week or two, The CPi(M) polithu-
ro said: “Gen. Musharral's state-
ment should help create the
atmosphere for de- escatating
tensions”  and the “first step
should be to demobhilise troops on
both sides of the border.” The CPI
national secretary, D. Raja, also
hoped that the new situation
would tead to the “de-escalalion”
of tensions on the border.

There may, however, not be any
immediale lel-up on the diplo-
matic offensive against Pakistan
— at least on the demand for the
hand over of those alleged o be
involved in criminal and terrorist
acts here.

The Cengress leaders, Sornia

Gandhi and Manmchan Singh,
said they would like to see Gen.
Musharrat’'s promises translate
into action. “The proof of the
pudding is in the eating,” Dr.
Singh said.

The party was disappointed be-
cause while expressing his wish
for a dialogue on Kashmir, the
General had made no mention of
the Shimla Accord or the Lahore
Declaration. Instead, unfortu-
nately, he hinted at a preference
for third party mediation. “Gen.
Musharraf said Kashmir was in
his blood, if that is 50 he needs
diplomatic dialysis,” K. Natwar
Singh. chairman of the Congress
foreign affairs depanment, said.

Vijay Kumar Malhotra, chief
whip of the Bharariya Janata Par-
ty, strongly objecred 1o Gen.
Musharraf’s refusal to hand over
criminals and terrorists — Indian
and Pakistani nalionals — to In-
dia. "This would mean that Pakis-
tani citizens can commit crimes
in other countries with impunity
and go back to the safety of their
counuy.’’

‘The party also inok exception to
the General’s reference to “'state-
sponsored terrorism” and “hu-
man rights violations” in Jammu
and Kashmir and the nced for a
third party 1o “monitor this.” But
there was appreciation for his
comtments on the misuse of ‘mas-
jids' and "madrasas’ in Pakistan
forencouraging terrorism. “'lt was
good to hear him, let us see what
he does on the ground.” was how
Mr. Malhotra put it

In a statement, the CPI{M-1.],
which was not part of the meet-
ing‘ urged the Government to
“stop whipping up war hysteria”
and respond positiv el\ by engag-
ing Pakistan in a “serious and
comprehensive” dialogue.

THE =478 HINDU
wishes its readers
A HAPPY PONGAL
and SANKRANTI

Our office will remain closed
today and there will be no
issue of THE HINDU dated
15th January, 2002.
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likely to deviate from its present
diplomatic focus to defuse the cri-
sis with Pakistan, in case there was
a recurrence of terrorist strikes.
New Delhi was aware of the possi-
bility of such an eventuality, espe-
cially after the recent spill-over of
the Al-Qaeda cadres from Afghan-
istan in Pakistan.

On the possibility of de-escala-

Continue peace
efforts, Bush
telis Vajpayee,
Musharraf

By Sridhar Krishnaswami =

WASHINGTON, JAN. 13. The U.S.
President, George W. BRush,
today spoke to the leaders of
India and Pakistan, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee and Pervez
Musharraf, urging them to
continue the peace efforts. A |
White House spokesman said
Mr. Bush thanked Gen, Mush-
arraf for his pledge on Satur-
day to crack down on terror
outfits; and the President dis-
cussed this speech with Mr.
Vajpayee.

The conversations are said
to have lasted for about five
minutes each. The White
House has not released de-
tails. “Both South Asia leaders
agreed to continue to work to
reduce tension in the region”,
the spokesman said.

He repeated what Mr. Bush
thought of Gen. Musharraf’s
speech. The President, ac-
cording to his spokesman,
“welcomes his(Gen. Mushar-
raf’s) firm decision to stand
against terrorism in all its
forms and applauded his vi-
sion for Pakistan”.

At least one senior lawmak-
er, Senator John McCain, Re-
publican from Arizona, has
taken the view that Gen.
Musharraf's speech had "im
proved” the situation, “Now
he's got to back it up”,
Mr.McCain has said.

Mr.Bush is sending his Sec-
retary of State, Colin Powell,
to South Asia early next week
with a view to defusing the
rising tensions in the subcon-
tinent. Gen. Powell will also
visit Afghanistan.

tion on the borders, Mr. Singh said
the decision to pull back the Indi-
an forces would depend on the
speed with which Gen. Musharraf
ciamped down on the terrorists.
India's tough diplomatic mea-
sures, backed by troop mobilisa-
tion, had contributed to the visibie
shift in Pakistani stance, he said.

————
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HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Washington, Jan 13

IN A measured response 1o Pres-
ident Musharraf's stand against
terrorism, India today welcomed
it as a major shift in Islamabad’s
policy. But before accepting the
Pakistan President’s offer of a
dialogue, New Deihi would await
ground-level Implementation
and evidence that he is ready to
keep his pious promises.

External Affairs Minister Jas-
want Singh said this after a meet-
ing of the Cahinet Committee on
Security followed by consulta-
tions with leaders of all political
parties, who said the speech had
some “positive elements” bul the
Government should wait for
“credible action on the ground™.

Musharraf’s bid to hoist the
third-party bogey expectedly
evoked an outright refection
from New Delhi. Jaswant said
India remained commitied to
bilateralism in accerdance with
the Simla Agreement and the
Lahore Declaration.

“Sheuld Pakistan opera-
tionalise its intention and move
purposefully towards eradicat-
ing cross-border terrorism, India
will respond fully and be pre-
pared to resume the composite
dialogue process that includes
Kashmir,” he said, expressing
hope that Musharraf would
check the origin of terrorism not
just in Pakistan but “all territo-
ries under its control” such as
PoK and the Northern Areas.

He said, “India will not be
found wanting. We are willing te
take two steps for every one that
Pakistan takes. For starters, we
wonld like to see a halt to all
infiltration across the LoC and
the International Border.”

India’s disappgintment with
the General's speech was evident
in Pakistan’s refusal to déal with

Nwait &
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the 20 “fugitives from law” whorn
Musharraf has sought to segre-
gate on Pakistani and non-Pak-
istani lines. Hoping for action
against them, Jaswant said 14 or
15 of them were Indians.

After hedging the question
whether Musharraf came
around on the terrorism issue
under US pressure or Indian
brinkmanship, Jaswant ruled
out an fmmediate de-escalation
in the military standoff. “It
would not be practical to expect
that to happen just with a speech.
We'll have to watch whether
words are matched with action”.

Broadly, New Delhi’s reaction
was conciliatory without any
sign of an altered Indian bot-
tomline. The only time Jaswant
sounded generous was when he
refused to set a deadiine for the
General as he agreed the
promised reforms could be time-
consuming and would run the
risk of internal sabotage.

Jaswant gave no hint of an
earty withdrawal of the post-
December 13 sanctions against
Pakistan, in fact, the diplomatic
campaign to explain New Delhi’a
pasition will go full stream
ahead with teams of parliamen-
tarians heading for world capi-
tals soon, he said.

[JS Secretary of State Colin
Powel] today spoke to Jaswant
and discussed Musharraf’s spee-
ch ard his upcoming visit to the
region. The minister said India
looked ferward to the visit but
dismissed suggestions that it was
any sort of mediation or inter-
vention on Indo-Pakistan issues.

On Islamabad’s decision to
ban Lashkar-e-Tayveba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad, he said:
“We look forward to full imple-
mertation of this rpeasure so
that their members do not con-
timie unider other names.” There
ig a similar need to address other
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terrorist organisations targeting
India as well as their parent
organisations, he said.

Reacting to the charge that Ind-
ia's reaction was far too cautious,
Jaswant said; “I don’t think cau-
tion is a bad policy As a travellnr,
1 have seen from Lahore to Kargil,
to Agra and to Kathmandu.”

Home Minister I K Advani
echoed his Cahinet celleague,
saying the Pakistan President

should turn into ground reality
his pledge to fight terrorism and
stop infiltration of militants
into India. “We shall not judge
any change in Pakistan’s policy
on terrorism only on the basis of
the statements and pronounce-
ments of its leaders. India shall
be satisfied only if categorical
renunciation of terrorism as a
state policy is accompanied by a
demonstrable action on the
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Securitymen seal the office of a militant organisation inQuétta on Sunday as part of the crackdown following Pervez Musharraf’s speech.

ground in response to specific
demands that we have made of
Pakistan,” he said in New York,

Advani asserted that India
would not tolerate Pakistan-
sponsored cross-border terror-
ism any more or allow itself to
be bled by it. “Pakistan should
withhold any assistance to ter-
rorists, including funding, arm-
ing, training and infiltrating
them into India.”

 BUSHCALLSUP ATAL

PRESIDENT BUSH spoke to AB
Vajpayee over phone an Sunday
night and "appreciated” india's
respanse to Pervez Musharraf’s
speech, Bush atso calied up
Musharraf and told him ta work
with Intlia to reduce tension.

.

watch, says India

AF PACTD

PTI, New Dalhi

Hundreds held
as Musharrat |
cracks the whip

Islamabad, January 13

HUNDREDS OF activists of the
five banned organisations have
been arrested and seven of their
offices sealed in overnight raids
across the country. Local media
reports sajd 350-600 had been
arrested, but there was no offf:
cial confirmation. ) .

Reports from Karachil -gaid
over 400 activists were rounded
up in southern §indh. Banners
and flags of all religious groups
were removed and their offices
sealed. Police have also taken
into custody the records of these
organisations. Thuse included
students of several madrasas.

President Pervez Musharraf
has directed the 181 and other
Intelligence agencies to assist
the police in nabbing the terror-
ists of the banned outfits, partic-
ularly the ones belonging to the
sectarian militant groups.

The News sald many groups
banned last night were likely to
be busted in a few days. M}15hal*-
raf has directed Intelligence
agencies to review and update the
information on the target groups
s0 that the core groups of .these
outfits are held and not their sec-

- ond and third tier street agitators.

Legal hitch delays ban: The
official notifications to ban the
five militant groups, annotnced
by President Musharraf, have
been delaved bepause of legal
complications. They were delay-
ed at the last moment pending
resolution of a legal issue and
will be issiied on Monday.

Agencies/-
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tis a pity that Mr Pervez Musharraf’s radical p\an
I to reform Pakistan’s state and society is not

matched by an equally farreaching plan to make
peace with India. Although the Pakistan president’s
speech did address many of the issues that have
caused deep concern to India in the recent past, itisun-
likely that Mr Musharraf’s words alone will lead toa
rapid de-escalation of the tension that has gripped
south Asia over the past few weeks, India will need
more than just a promise of better behaviour from
Pakistan. And Islamabad needs to translate
Mr Musharraf’s words into concrete action if it wants
to reintroduce a modicum of civility and stability into
its relations with India. It isnow clear that the top lead-
ership of Pakistan has realized that the real danger to
its survival is not as much from external threats as it is
from forces of extremism and obscurantism within
the country. The danger that Pakistan could become a
failed state or a “nuclear Somalia”, with warlords and
terrorist groups fighting each other, may still not have
been averted, but recognition of a threat is the firsi
step towards recovery If indeed Mr Musharraf suc-
ceeds in converting Pakistan into a liberal modern na-
tion-state, at peace with itself, it will be a force of sta-
bitity in the region and beyond.

India, like other countries, can only welcome this
change. There are three other specific issues that may
well contribute to a thawing of India-Pakistan rela-
tions. The Pakistan president made it clear that no in-
dividual or organisation would be allowed to indulge
in acts of terrorism in the name of Kashmir, and that
stern action would be taken against any Pakistani
found guilty of perpetuating terrorism outside the
country Mr Musharraf also announced a ban on both

.the Lashkar-e-Toiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammad.
These are believed to have been responsible for the at-
tacks on the Indian Parliament on December 13, and
had — sofar — been operating more or lessfreely with-
in Pakistan. And even on the list of the 20 wanted per-
sons sought by India, Mr Musharraf seemed to show
some flexibility. Although he ruled out handing over
any Pakistanis on the list, he signalied that action
could be taken against Indian nationals on the list.
However, despite these noteworthy gestures, given the
experience of the past, India will not be easily con-
vinced that there is a fundamental shift in Islamabad’s
policy towards New Delhi. Mr Musharraf did not
demonstrate the slightest flexibility over Kashmir, nor
did he call for a comprehensive ceasefire and an end to
all violence in the valley and beyond. The only real test
of Mr Musharraf’s intentions, therefore, will be on the
ground. If indeed there is an end to infiltration across
the bordetr and acts of terrorism, New Delhi must gen-
erously respond to Pakistan’s offer of a dialogue. /
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Police probe hawala route

HT Correspondent
Siliguri, January 13

SLEUTHS HERE have started
interrogating Abdul Bari Pan-
wala, the man from Delhi who
supplied hawala money to 18I
agents such as Mohammed Dil-
shad for ISI operations in North
Bengal. Bari who ciaims fo own
a paan shop in Delhi was
brought here today by a special
police team.

Police arrested Bari in Delhi
immediately after Dilshad and
four of his accomplices were
arrested here on January 3 with
500 gram RDX and a grenade.

Bari was remanded in police
custody by a Siliguri court today.
Denving the allegations of fund-
ing 1ISI agents, Bari told
reporters he is innocent and has
been trapped in Dilshad’'s con-
spiracy Baril said he did not
know Dilshad and has not seen
him before. He said his family
has been in Delbhi for the past 70
vears and has relatives in Pak-
istan. He and his family mem-
bers had visited Pakistan a cou-
ple of times but had not worked
against the interests of India.

Bari said he has no proof of
his innocence but “allah will do
justice”. “My family is surviv-
ing on whatever 1 earn from my
paan shop,” he said.

Investigating officers are,
however, not buying his storv.
An officer said there had been
no time for a detailed interroga-
tion before the court appear-
ance. Dismissing Bari's claims
of innocence as ‘rubhish’, he
said the interrogation carried
out so far has provided suffi-
cient leads to pin Bari down as
one of the main financers for 181
operations in North Bengal. He

BISWARLP BASAK/HINDUSTAN PHOTO
Abdul Bari (feft) being taken to court after arriving in Siliguri from New
DPelhi on Sunday.

sald sleuths are now working to
find out other destinations of
the hawala money circulated
through agents like Bari.
Interrogating . agents have
heen successful in cracking Dil-
shad who has revealed impor-
tant plans including the ISI's
strategy to operate in the North-
gast from Nepal. Dilshad has
said many newly-recruited ISI
agents in Nepal visit Siliguri

regularly and stay back for a
couple of days. They go back to
Nepal after chserving the move-
ments of the Indian Army inthe
region. But the IS1 agents
recruited for different tasks do
not know each other even
though they operate in the same
area, an investigating officer
said.

In a move to find cut destina-
tions of the hawala money,
police on Saturday took Diishad
to the Siliguri branch of Indian
Overseas Bank on Hill Cart
Road. Though Dilshad has no
account in the bank, he fre-
quented the bank to make drafts
which were sent outside. He had
already sent drafts o Kolkata
and Hyderabad.

Dilshad sald he has no
account in any bank in Siliguri.
Police, however, are looking for
his deposits of the huge sum
paid to him for collecting infor-
mation on the army and believe
it could be in other names.
Sleuths are hopeful of more
arrests after the money 1is
tracked.

Meanwhile., the Army bas
denied involvement of any of its
personnel in the 1S81's informa-
tion collection network headed
by Dilshad in the region. Army
officers are, however, investigat-
ing into the matter,
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ENERAL Pervez Musharraf's speech to his nation on
Saturday may seem long on rhetoric but short on con-
crete measures that address India’s concerns. Such a read-
ing, however, would amount to focussing on the immedi-
ate while losing sight of longer term gains. True, Gen
Musharraf has reiterated Pakistan’s commitment to the
“Kashmir cause” and his assertion that terrorisin in the name
of the Kashmir cause will not be tolerated may be viewed
with some scepticism, as the Indian government has. True
also that he has refused to hand over any Pakistani nation-
al in the list of 20 wanted men that India has submitted to
Pakistan, even if there is evidence of their guilt. Sceptics
might also feel the ban on the Jaish-e-Mohammad and the
Lashkar-e-Taiba may not amount to much in practice. Hence,
we may see no immediate downswing in militancy in the
Kashmir Valley. Yet, the gains from the speech must be seen
not in Gen Musharraf’s reaction to India’s demands, but in
what he had to say on Pakistan’s internal situation. No head
of the Pakistani state has ever launched such a no-holds-
barred verbal assault on religious extremism. The general
minced no words in accusing Imams of misusing mosques
for acts which have brought Islam and Pakistan into disre-
pute. His condemnation of the misuse of madrasas was no
less unequivocal. Also significant were his assertions that
“Pakistan comes first” and that his country had not taken a
“theka” (contract) for spreading jihad all over the world.
Nor would it be wise to ignore his attempt to posit a jihad
against hunger, poverty and illiteracy as much more impor-
tant than the religious jihad. He has also asked a question
of his people — should Pakistan become a mere theocratic
state or should it attempt to become a moedern Islamic wel-
fare state and a responsible member of the comity of nations?
India could dismiss these as noises the general had to make
to keep his US mentors happy. That may be true, but should
not detract from the effect of the rhetoric. It is bound to lead
to a debate within Pakistan on the desirability and efficacy of
the jihadi project. In that lies hope of a lasting peace. India
must play its part by helping to de-escalate tensions and not
reject dialogue outright. It must also wake up to the danger

posed by religious extremism of any form and nip all such
forms in the bud. Else, the gains will scon be frittered away.
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\q “Pak. to be judgkecfx by -
YN its actiogs: Advani

By Sridhar Krishnaswami(}

WASHINGTON, JAN. 12, The Union
Hone Minister, 1.K. Advani, now
on a visit to the United States, has
once again argued that Pakistan
was going to be judged by ifs ac-
tions and not statements.

Mr, Advani said at a meeting
with Editors and reporters of The
Washington Post that the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
should find it relatively easy to
suppress anti-Indiarn  militants
compared with his decision to
break ranks with the Taliban.

“We will wait. We will watch.
But what I can emphasise is cyn-
icism  and scepticism  about
Musharraf is intense in India..
Statements are not going to suf-
fice unless they are accompanied
by actions,” Mr. Advani said.

The spokesman of the Pakistani
Embassy here has been quoted as
saying that the rask of taking on
the Kashmirt militants would
prove more difficult as exiles from

_Kashmir who were supporting the
cause of the militants held a num-
ber of influential positions in the
Pakistani Army, the Government,

gﬁ"l’ﬁe media and the business com-

munity. Prominent dailies in the
U.S. are giving extensive coverage
to the current standoff between
India and Pakistan, the rising ten-
sions and the heightened rheto-
ric, one of the latest in the latter
category being the statements of
the Army Chief, §. Padmanabhan,
characterised in ane repotrt as be-
ing “'pithy and bellicose” remarks
not cleared in advance by the
Prime Minister’s (ifice.

‘Resolve strengthened’
PTI reports from New York:

Mr. Advani has expressed In-
dia's determination to stamp out
cross-border terrorism of which
the country has been a victim for
the last 20 years.

After visiting the site of col-
lapsed twin towers of the World
Trade Center, Mr, Advani said this
had further strengthened his re-
solve to fight to the finish terror-
ism in all its forms.

Mr. Advani also met the former

U.S. Pregident, Bill Clinton, b
no detdils were available.
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-~ Russia offers ‘shuttle diplomacy’s:s

By Vladimir Radyuhin(%w’e‘“

MOSCOW, JAN. 12 Russia will press
for a pofitical solution to the
“alatming’” tension befween [n-
dia and Pakistan, the Russian For-
eign Minister, Igor Ivanov, said
here today.

He told the siate television
channel ORT that Russia was in
“close comtact” with both India
and Pakistan and “'will take all
necessary diplomatic efforts, if
necessary in the form of shuttle
diplomacy to facilitate a political

solution to the crisis.”
This is the second time in a
week that Moscgw has offered o
. mediate in the standoff between

¥hdia and Pakistan. Earlier the

Itar-Tass news agency quoted a
senior diplomatic source as say-
ing Moscow could send a special
envoy to South Asia, if both Delhi
and Islamabad sides agreed to
Russian mediation.

Mr. ivanov described the situa-
tion in South Asia as “alarming”
and said Russia, together with
other countries, was taking “very
active political and diplomatic
measures” to avert a military con-
frontation. “We will strive to con-
fine the situation to the political
framework and prevent the crisis
from flaring into an armed con-
flict, which would have extremely
dire consequences for both coun-

tries and for the region as a whole,
especially considering the nuclear
factor,” Mr. Ivanov said.

The Russian President, Vladi-
mir Putin, and the British Prime
Minister, Tony Blair, in a tele-
phone conversation on Thursday
stressed thatr “the curbing of all
forms of terrorist activities from
the territory of Pakistan is instru-
mental for a resumption of dia-

logue  between Delhi and
Islamabad,” the Kremlin press
service saijd. \

A delegation of senibir\Russian

sion which will also cover
rent Indo-Pak. crisis.
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“The barbarous act of terrorism
committed by Islamic exiremists
(on December 13) highlighted
once again the pressing need to
take the most drastic and barsh
measures against those who
trample upon the most precious
gift - the man's right 1o life,” said
Oleg Chermnov, Deputy Chief of
the Russian Security Council, who
leads the Russian delegation.

“Russians take close to heart
the feelings of anger and hatred of
the Indian people against the per-
petrators of the bloody crimes
and their spiritual leaders and pa-
trons in Pakistan,” Gen. Chermnov
told the RIA Novosti news agency
before departure from Moscow. |
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PRESS TRUST OF NDIA & REUTERS

WASHINGTON, Jan. 12. — The USA,
Britain and Russia today welcomed
President Pervez Musharrafs address to
the nation, saying it provides a basis for
calming Indo-Pak tension.

Britain expressed the hope that India
would respond positively to Gen
Musharraf’s remarks about resolving the
Kashmir issue through peaceful means and
to the ban imposed on Lashkar-e-Taiyaba
and Jaish-e-Mohammed groups responsible
for the attack on Parliament; while

Russia said it would judge Pakistan by its

actions.

The US State Department today
welcomed Gen Pervezr Musharraf's speech
today. The speech, a senior state depart-
ment official said, “provides a basis for bath
sides to ratchet down the tension.”

The official, who asked not to be

identified, also said Gen Musharrafs
speech “marks a clear break with the
violence of the past in Kashmir and
Pakistani society as a whole.” The USA was
hoping that Gen Musharraf's speech would
help ease tensions between India and
. Pakistan. . :
* The US Secretary of State, Gen Colin
Powell, is set to visit Pakistan and India
next week to try to encourage the two coun-
tries to step back from wmilitary conflict.
“We welcome President Musharraf's clear
appeal for a normalisation of relations
with India and the resolution of differences
over Kashmir through peacefiil means and
dialogue,” a statement by the British
Prime Minister, Mr Tony Blair's
office, said.

Mr Blair's office hoped that India would
respond positively to the message and to
the banning of the two terrorist outfits
involved in the 13 December attack on
Parliament.

In Moscow, a statement issued by the
Russian foreignh ministry noted the
“positive tone” ‘of General Musharraf’s
declared intention to put an end to the
activities of extremist religious organisa-
tions operating from Pakistani territory,
but asserted the country would be judged
}%concrete actions to halt terrorist

ions,
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“GOT THAT, MR PRESIDENT?

Bush must respect India’s concerns

THE timing, the tone and the content of t. A pressconfer™
ence of the Army Chief, General S Padmanabhan, could
not have been better. Coming in the wake of LK Advani’s
compelling meetings in Washington with President Bush,
Secretary of State Colin Powell and others including the
Natjonal Security Adviser and hefore Musharraf’s televised
performance scheduled for Saturday night, it will have the
effect of conveying an unambiguous message to
Washington, that ndia is in earnest and will not be fobbed
off by Musharraf's gestures like saluting Vajpayee in Kath-
mandu or inviting himself to Agra. If General Padmana-
bhan’s message conveya anything it is that India is ready
for war if it is thrust upon us, that we are fully mobilised
and even if Pakistan uses nuclear weapons we have a
second strike capability which will place the continued ex-
istence of Pakistan as o nation in doubt. General Padmana-
bhan alse did well to elaborate that in that event the ef-
fects, he means radiation, will jeopardise the safety of
America’s oil rich friends in the region. That was a shrewd
move; it has the merit of heing frank without being
belligerent. And it rerninds America of its vital interests in

cheap oil for which it has shown many times over it will .

travel great distances. American worries showed in the

unusually aggressive manrier of the anchor copducting the -

interview with Advani on CNN.¢ .

Advani has rightly laid down out inlmu\m demands be-
fore India demobilises, We will need evidence on the !
ground in the shape of total cessation of crogs-border :
terrorism and handing over of the wanted ferrorists, and

ceomerete evidence that Musharraf has finally abandoned
terror as a weapon everywhere. India will no longer accept
his agsertion that he is part of the world-wide campaign
against terrorism, and empty gestures like shifting the

Jaish and Lashkar organisations based in Karachi to other
locations, which so impressed President Bush that he

asked India to take note. Take note we have but not as

Bush intended. We have noted that the gestures are not -

only empty they are also deceitful. Bush should have
realised that banning these organisations came about anly
after he got the nod from Musharraf that it was safe to do
s0; the proof is in the statemenis of these same terrorist
leaders that the action taken will have no effect on them.
They chose not to expound for Bush’s benefit that hefore
the banning -wrders they had moved men, material,

command requirements and money to safety. How? Ask

Pakistan’s ISI. The CNN anchor did not realise that her
question to Advani that if some Kashmiri sets off a suicide
attack in Kashmir, will India blame Pakistan was beside
the point. Here India is seeking recognition of the evidence
already presented of Fakistan’s deep involvement in
terrerism first with the Taliban but also with building up
local outfits to attack targets within India,

Musharraf is allowed to plead the absence of an extra-
dition treaty as an abstacle to handing over the twenty ter-
rorists wanted by India after having asserted earlier that
he would not hand them over under any circumstances. 20
Talihan and Al Qaida prisoners have been forcibly taken by
the United States from Afghanistan and flown in chains te
the American base in Cuba. Was that under an extradition
treaty with Hamid Karzai’s administration? This
newspaper approves the American action but it deplores
the use of double standards by President Bush and his
administration. To spell it out for Bush’s benefit if*the
absence of an extradition treaty with Afghanistan did not
prevent the faking of the men wanted by the United States,
it needs no extradition treaty for Musharraf to hand over
the men India wants for terrgrist attacks on its soil.

Cot that Mr President?
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(Continued frgﬁ page 1)

; . el i
[ damel{talist, Islamic state \
was not the Pakistan of his
dream. He wanted a mo-
dern, dynamic nation that
-could serve as a beacon to ail
other Islamic nations on the
path to modernisation and
international assimilation.

On that aspect he did offer
specifics: a new set of regu-
lations for Madrasas that
would ensdre that their
wards were eguipped to
perform much more than
religious duties and enter
'the professions. So alse
| regulations to prevent mosq-
ues frem becoming the
breeding ground of extre-
mism, dissent, divisive acti-
on, violence and so on.

In what was a candid admi-
gsion of the degeneration of
his internal conditions,
Musharraf called for writ of
the state to be re-established,
the end of the Kalashnikov
culture. And warned of strict
action against those who
. tried to impede that drive.

. All that, he said, was for
the good of his country and
the best interests of Pak-
istan. He dwelt at length on
" how the nation and its peo-
| ple had suffered by allowing
“religious extremists to set
| the agenda, the disastrous
involvement  with  the
Taliban in Afghanistan, and
how from the day he assu-
med office he had strived to
liberate his peaple from the
shackles of fundamentalists.

He said 11 September, 1
QOctober and 13 December
' were black days - but his
fight against religious-
induced terrorism
begun long before,

THE STATESMAE
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INTERNATIONAL CONCERNS ADDRESSED

Musharraf bans Lashkar, Jaish,

\; invites Vajpayee for talks

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 12\ In his much-

awaited address to the people of
Pakistan, the President, Pervez
Musharrafl. tonight banned the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-
Mechammad along with thiee oth-
er sectarian and religious exire-
mist outfits and urged the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, o
sit across the table for a resnlution
ol the Kashimir dispute in accord-
ance with the wishes of the peo-
ple of that State for normalisation
of Indp-Pakistan ties.

The hour-long speech was di-
rect and aimed at addressing the
concerns of the international
community and Indid (o some ex-
tent on religious extrernism and
militancy in Pakistan. He utilised
the opportunity to warn India
against what he tenmed any mil-
itary “'misadvenrure’ and assert-
ed that Pakistan forces were fully
prepared (o give a fitting reply.

Un the list of 26 wanted persons
saught by India, Gen. Musharrat
categorically ruled out handing
over any Pakistani citizen and
said they would be dealt with un-
der the laws of the country if evi-
dence against them was provided.
However, with regard to Indian
citizens on the list, he said Pakis-
tan had not given “asylum’ to
any of them and could consider
their extradition if 1they werc
found in Pakistan.

Right from the word go, Gen,
Musharral faunched a diatribe
against the refigious exwemist
forces in Pakistan and sought o

HIGHLIGHTS (

The Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, addressing the nation
on Saturday. — AP/FPakistan Television

make it clear that they would no
longer be allowed to challenge the
writ of the slate. He spelt ont
“rules of behaviour” that would
henceforth govern ail citizens and
organisations in the country and
declared that “the writ of the state
shall prevail.”

Gen. Musharraf said mosgues
would not be allowed to be used
for political purposes and for in-
citing people 1o violence. He as-
serted that no one in Pakistan
woluld be allowed 1o interfere in
the “internal atfairs” of other

ADDRESS

wanted by India.

to Kashmir cause.
the name of religion.

terrorist activities.

® No new madrasa to open without Government permission.
@ Foreign students for admission in madrasa have to seek per-

mission of Government.

@ Any group found involved in December 13 attack on Indian
Parliament & October 1 attack on the Jammu and Kashmlr As-

sembly to be dealt with severely.

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 12. The following are the highlights of the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf’s address to the nation tonight:

@ Bans Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad.

@ Rules out handing over of Pakistanis wanted by India.

@ Considers taking appropriate action against non-Pakistanis

@ Warns India against crossing border

@ Offers fresh dialogue with Atal Behari Vajpayee on Kashmir.
@ Pledges to continue moral, political and diplomatic support
& Says no organisation to be allowed to indulge in terrorism in
@ Says he will not to allow Pakistan’s territory to be used for
@ Bans extremist groups such as Sipah-e-Sahaba, Tehrik-e-

Jafiria, Tehrik-e-Nifaz-e-Shariat (Mohammedi).
l @& All madrasas to be registered by March-end this year

e
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countries, The speech was aimed
at the people of Pakistan, the
Prime Minister of India and the
international community in gen-
eral and the United States in par-
ticular. Towards the fag end of his
speech, he chose to address Mr,
Vajpayee directly on the issue of
Kashiir and the military build-
up along the borders.

Quoting frem Mr. Vajpayec's
speech at the SAARC Summit call-
ing for altering the mindsels and
shedding the historic baggage,
Gen. Mugharraf said he was pre-
pared to take the offer. “T am pre-
pared to accept your offer. Let us
work tngether on it.”

Gen, Musharraf said Indo-Pa-
Kistan relations could be normai-
ised only if the Kashmir dispute
was resolved in accordance with
the wishes of the people of ihe
State  through the process of
peaceful dialogue. “‘Mr. Prime
Minister tet me tell you it is our
joint responsibility to resolve the
issue.”

He said that as commander of
the Pakjstan wrmed florces he
would like to convey to the Prime
Minister that the Pakistan army
was tully deployed and ready for
any eventuality, “"Our soldiers are
ready to fight till the last drop of
their blood. Don't’ attempt to
crass over the LoC. We would be
forced to reply with all our might.
Let there be no iflusion on tihis
count.”

Turning te the international
community, Gen. Musharraf said
he would like to particularly ad-
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dress the United States and send
out a clear signal thar Pakistan re-
jected terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations. He main-
tained that Pakistan would never
allow its territory (0 be used
against any other country, but al
the same time he appealed o the
115, to play its vole in resolution
of the Kashmir tangle.

“Let there be no illusion. We
have to find an amicable solution
to the Kashmir dispute for peace
and harmony between (ndia and
Pakistan. On Kashmir we expect
you to ask India end state tervor-
ism and allow neutraj and (N,
observers tw  manilor human
rights violations.”

Gen.  Musharralh spared  no
punches in altacking the exire-
mist religious forces in Pakistan
and asked ihe people ol Pakisian
to ponder over the damage thoy
had caused to the country in the
eves of the comity of nations. He
repeatediy referred to their recent
role in siding with the Taliban mi-
litia and maintained that they had
never bothered about the welfare
of the people of Afghanisian or
Muslims.

The Pakistan President dweit at
length on the concept of ‘jehad’
(holy war) and said that under Is-
fam only the srate had the author-
ity to mqge a militant itlug“n

against oppresmcm and denial of
rights to fellow Muslims. 11e won-
dered why the religious extremist
forces in Pakistan had never both-
ered to wage jehad against funda-
mental  issues  like  poverty,
illiteracy and backwardness.

“There is a perception that Pa- |
kistan has become a soft state and
the writ of the Government does
not run. [.et me declare here with
all my authority at my command |
that no individual or arganisation
in Pakistan would have the right
10 break the law. And those who
hreak the law would be dealt with
sternly.”” Gen. Musharraf said.

Lashkar vows to
continue ‘holy war’

HARACHI, JAN. 12. The Pakistan-
based Kashmiri militant group,
fashkar-e-Taiba. today vowed to
continue its "holy war’’ in Kash-
mir despite being banned by the
Pakistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf.

“The Government of Pakistan
has ne right to ban us as we are a
Kashmir-based group fighting
against the Indian forces and we
will continue our (ehad tholy
witr),” the Lashkar spokesman,
Abdullah ‘?dy\. af, told AP,

‘Resolvmg Kashm|r
our joint responsibility’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 12. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
tonight made a passionate plea
to the Primie Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, for resofution
of the Kashmir dispute in
accordance with the wishes of
the people of the State.

At the same time, he warned
him that any ‘misadventure’ by
the Indian forces across the
LoC would be met with
decisively.

Addressing the people of
Pakistan on the state television
and radio, Gen. Musharraf sent
a direct message to Mr.
Vajpayee on the Kashmir tangle
and the importance of solving
it for the normalisation of
bilateral ties.

“1 would like to recall your
own words at the SAARC
summit in Kathmandu. You

said mindsets have to be
altered and historical baggage
has to be jettisoned. I take the
offer. et us sit across the table
in that spirit and resolve our
differences,” the General said.

Kashmir would have to he
addressed in accordance with
the promise made to the people
of the State — allow them to
decide their own fate. “Prime
Minister, it is our joint
responsibility to resolve the
issue.”

As the commander of
Pakistan's armed forces, Gen.
Musharraf had another message
for Mr. Vajpavee. “Pakistan
Army is fully prepared and
ready. Our soldiers are ready to |
fight till the last drop of their
blood. Don't attempt to cross
over the Lo(, We would be
compelled to reply with all our
might.”



The following is the portion of
Pakistan President Pervez
Miusharraf’s speech where he
proposes action.

problems causing conflict

and agitation in our minds.
They include; first the Kashmir
cause, secondly all political dis-
putes at the international level
concerning Muslims and thirdly
internal sectarian disputes and
differences.

These are the three problems
which create confusion in our
minds. I want to lay down rules
of behaviour concerning all the
three.

Let us take the Kashmir
cause first. Kashmir runs in our
blood. No Pakistani can afford to
sever links with Kashmir. The
entire Pakistan and the world
knows this. We will continue to
extend our moral, political and
diplomatic support to Kash-
miris. We will never budge an
inch from our principle stand on
Kashmir.

The Kashmir problem needs
to be resolved by dialogue and
peaceful means in accerdance
with the wishes of the Kashmiri
people and the United Nations
resolutions. We have to find the
solution of this dispute.

No organisation will be al-
lowed to indulge in terrorism in
the name of Kashmir. We con-
demn the terrorist acts of Sep-
tember 11, October 1 and Decern-
ber 13. Anyone found involved in
any terrorist act would he dealt
with sterrily.

Strict action will be taken
against any Pakistani individ-
ual, group or organisation found
involved in terrorism within or
outside the country, On this occa-
sion, as President of Pakistan, I
wartt to convey a message fo
Prime Minister Vajpayee: If we
want to normalise relations be-
tween Pakistan and India and
bring harmony to the region, the
Kashmir dispute will have to be
resolved peacefully through a di-
alogue on the basis of the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people.

Solving the Kashmir Issue is
the joint responsibility of our
two countries. Let me repeat
some of the observations made
by vou Mr Vajpayee some time
back, and I quote: “Mind-sets
will have to be altered and histor-
ical baggage will have to be jetti-
soned”.

1 accept your offer. Let us
start talking in this very spirtt.

Now as commander of the
armed forces of Pakistan, I wish
to convey another message; Let
there be no attempt of crossing
the border in any sector as it will
be met with full force. Do not en-
tertain any illusions on this
count.

I would also like to address
the international community,
particularly the United States on
this occasion. They must play an
active role in solving the Kash-

In my view there are three

-~ Musharr
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People watch Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf’s televised speech in a Karachi electr

mir dispute for the sake of last-
ing peace and harmony in the re-
gion. We should be under no illu-
sion that the legitimate demand
of the people of Kashmir can
ever be suppressed without their
justresolution.

Kashmiris also expect that
you bring an end to Indian state
terrorism and human rights vio-
lations. Let us allow human
rights organisations, Amnesty
International, international
media and United Nations peace-
keepers to monitor activities of
the Indian occupation forces.

Now we come to the second
problem which causes confusion
inour minds and is of our partic-
ular concern. Tt relates ta con-
flicts involving Muslims. Our re-
ligious leaders involve them-
selves in such conflicts without
giving serious thought to them. I
don’t want to talk at length on
this. It is for the government to
take a position on international
issues. Individuals, organisa-
tions and political parties should
restrict their activities to expres-
sion of their views. I request
them to express their views on
international issues in an intel-
lectual spirit and in a civilised
manner through force of argu-
ment,

Views expressed with matu-
rity and moderation have
greater convincing power. Ex-
pressing views in a threatening
manner dees not create any posi-
tive effect and anyone who in-
dulges in hollow threats is taken
as an unbalanced person by the

world at large. I would request
that we should stop interfering
inthe affairs of others. First, we
should attain the strength and
the importance where our views
carry weight when we express
them.

Now we come to internal de-
cisions.

The third issue causing con-
flict in our minds relates to sec-
tarian differences. As T have al-
ready pointed out that writ of
the government will be estab-
lished. No individual, organisa-
tion or party will be allowed to
break the law of the land.

Now I come to the extremist
organisations, Terrorism, and
gectarianism must come to an
end. I had announced a ban on
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi and Sipah-e-
Mohammad on August 4 last
year. On that occasion, I had
pointed out that-Sipah-e-Sahaba
and the Tehrik-e-Jaffria (TJP)
would be kept under observa-
tion.

Iam sorry to say that there is
not much improvement in the
situation. Sectarian violence
continues unabated. We have
busted several gangs involved in
sectarian killings. You would be
astonished to know that in 2001
about 400 innocent people fell
victim to sectarian and other
killings.

Many of the gangs appre-
hended include people mostly
belonging to Sipah-e-Sahaba and
some toT.JE This situation can-
not be tolerated any more. I,
therefore, announce banning of

both Sipah-e-Sahaba and TJP In
addition to these, the Tehrik-e-
Nifaz-e-Shariat Mohammadi
being responsible for misleading
thousands of simple poor people
into Afghanistan also stands
banned.

This organisation is respon-
sible for their massacre in
Afghanistan. The government
has also decided to put the Sunni
Tehreek under ohservation. Na
organisation in Pakistan will he
allowed to call itself as Lashkar,
Sipah or Jaish. Any organisa-
tion or individual would face
strict punitive measures if
found ineiting the people to vio-
lencein internal or external con-
texts.

Our mosques are sacred
places where we seek the bless-
ings of God almighty. Let them
remain sacred. We will not allow
the misuse of mosques. Al
mosques will be registered and
no new mosques will be built
without permission. The use of
loudspeakers will be limited
only to call for prayers, and Fri-
day Sermon and “Vaaz” (ser-
mony.

However, I would like to em-
phasise that special permission
is being given for Vaaz. If this is
misused the permission will be
cancelled. If there is any politi-
cal activity, inciting of sectarian
hatred or propagation of extrem-
ism in any mosque, the manage-
ment would be held responsible
and proceeded against accord-
ing to law. [ appeal to all Pesh
Imams to project the qualities of
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onics shop. (Reuters)

Islam in the mosques and invite
the people to piety. Talk of obli-
gations towards fellow beings,
exhort them to abstain from neg.
ative thoughts and promote posi-
tive thinking. I hope that all Naz-
ims, district police officers and
Auqaf department officials will
take quick action against viola-
tors of these measures.

On madaris, a detailed policy
wiil be issued through a new
Madarsa Ordinance. The ordi-
nance will be issued in z few
days. I feel happy that the
madarsa policy has been fi-
nalised in consultation with reli-
gious scholars and mashaikh. I
have touched on the merits and
shortcomings prevailing in the
madaris.

Merits have to be reinforced
while shorteomings have ta be
rooted out. Under the madarsa
policy, their funectioning will be
regulated, These madaris will be
governed by same rules and reg-
ulations applicable to other
schools, colleges and universi-
ties. All madaris will be regis-
tered by 23 Mareh 2002 and no
new madarsas will be opened
without permission of the gov-
ErNment.

If any madarsa is found in-
dulging in extremism, subver-
sion, militant activity or possess-
ing any types of weapans, it will
be closed. All madaris will have
io adopt the new syllabi by the
end of this year. Those madaris
which are already following
such syllabi are welcome to con-
tinne. The government has de-

cided to provide financial assis-
tanee to such madaris.

The government will also
help the madaris in the training
of their teachers. The ministry
of education has been instructed
to review courses of Islamic edu-
cation in all schools and colleges
also with a view to improving
them.

8o far as foreign students at-
tending madaris are concerned,
we have set rules for them. For- ;
eign students who do not have
proper documents would be re-
quired to comply with the for-
malities by 23 March 2002 other-
wise they can face deportation.
Any foreigner wanting to attend
madaris in Pakistan will have to
obtain required documents from
his/her native country and a no-
Gbjection certificate from the
government. Only then, he or
she will get admission.

The same rules wil} apply to
foreign teachers. Some Ulema
were of the view that some poor
Deaple whercome to Pakistan for
religious education should not
be deported to the countries of
their origin.

T agree that this is a genuine
demand but such people should
regularise their stay in Pakistan
through their respective em-
bassies. As T have said, all such
activity has to be regnlated and
the writ of the government must
be established. With a view to
ending conflict,] have explained
to you at great length the three
areas causing confusion in our
minds.

Making rules, regulations
and issuing ordinances is easy
but their implementation is diffi-
cult. However, I feel all the meas-
ures | have announced are of ut-
most importance, We have to im-
plement them. In this regard, the
law enforcement agencies in-
cluding police must perform
their duty.

We are introducing reforms
in the police with a view to im-
proving their efficiency. A great
responsibility lies on their
shoulders, I have directed the po-
lice to ensure implementation of
the steps announced by the gov-
ernment.

We are also taking steps in
consultation with the judiciary
for speedy trial of cases relating
toterrorism and extremism.

Apart from these issues, I
would also like to inform you,
my brothers and sisters that we
have been sent a list of 20 people
by India. I want to clear our posi-
tion on this. There {s no question
of handing over any Pakistani.
This will never be done. If we are
given evidence against those
preople, we will take action
against them in Pakistan under
our own laws.

As far as non-Pakistanis are
concerned, we have not given
asylum to any one. Any one
falling under this category will
be proceeded against whenever
one is found.

/




2 Pervez should walk

the talk:

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, Jan. 12, —
Union home minister Mr LK
Advani today pm

said Pakistan
President Mr K
Pervez i
Musharraf §
shonld walk
the talk if he
wanted to
ease the §
increasing |
tensions |
between the §
two countries.
Reacting to
General
Musharrafs address to the
nation this night, Mr
Advani, who is now on a
visit to the US, said he
could not comment on the
speech as he had .neither
heard or read it.
“l have no

idea what

Mr LK Advani

Advani

General Musharraf ‘said
today. However, we can just
hope that Pakistan takes
credible steps to prevent
terrorist
i activities,” he

8 said.

He said he was
in touch with
external affairs
minister Mr
Jaswant Singh,
“Any official
comment on the
speech  would
come from New
Delhi,” he told
Aaj Tak
Television in an
interview from the US.

Mr Advani said he was
“satisfied” with his trip to
the United States, which
understood India’s concern
over terrorism. It should
cooperate to address the
issue, he added.

HIGHLIGHTS OF MUSHARRAF’S SPEECH

-

® Kashmir: Kashmir issue has to be resolved peacefully J
in accordance. with the wishes of the Kashmiri people !

and the UN resolution. Pledge +to continue ;
| moral, political ag% diplomatic support to the Kashmir !
cause. AN TN AV \ i

B Madrasas:'All madrasas must be registered by end-
March to stop their misuse by fundamentalists. Any
madrasa found indugling in militant actvity will be
closed dowm immediately. No new madrasa to open
without government permission. !

no-objection certificates from the government for
admission to madrasas.

. M Foreign students: All foreign students have to get J

" Masjid: Mosques have been misused by religious
fundamentalists due to which Pakistanis were scared of
going to the places of worship.

i @ Jihad: Action would be taken to curb elements
misinterpreting “jihad” and bringing a bad name to
Iglam. Sipahi-e-Sahaba, Tehrik-e-Jafria and Tehrik-e-
Nifaz-e-Shariat (Mohammedi), three other religious
fundamentalist groups, banned.

® Non-Pakistanis: Appropriate action against non- -
Pakistanis wanted by India will be considered.

.~ 8NS
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VERY WAR, or the threat

of it, is an opportunity
for adversarial nations to

rethink the premises that

govern their bilateral relations.
As India and Pakistan stare
down the abyss of nuclear
confrontation, there may be a
historic opportunity at hand to
move decisively towards a final
resolution of the long-standing
dispute over Jammu and
Kashmir.

If the international
community succeeds in
persuading the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, 1o
discard the instrument of cross-

- border terrorism with which
Islamabad has bled India for
nearly two decades, the

" confrontation could be de-
escalated. And if Pakistan
follows up with actions on the
ground to curb terrorist activity
on its soil, [ndia must be ready
to launch a serious political
process that will explore an
early and final solution to the
Kashmir dispute.

There is a deep suspicion
within Pakistan that if it puts
the gun — pointed at India’s

_head — down, New Delhi will
have little incentive to negotiate
purposefully on Kashmir, This
View does have some sympathy
within the international
community, despite the current
pressures on Pakistan to stop
cross-border terrorism.

India, which in the last few
weeks has displayed
uncharacteristic ahility tn
indulge in nuclear brinkmanship
and coercive diplomacy against
Pakistan, must match it with a
bold political vision to initiate a
peace process with Pakistan, at
the heart of which is the
resolution of the Kashmir
dispute. There is no doubt that
India has deliberately escalated
the confrontation with Pakistan
in the last few weeks in pursuit
of its demand for an end to
cross-border terrorism. For, the
threshold of India’s tolerance to
Pakistan's proxy war was
breached on Decembher 13.
Having upped the military ante
to the highest level in three
decades, Tadia must also be
ready to seize the moment that
could emerge in the coming
days for peace.

Not since 1971 have the
Indian armed forces been
mobilised to the extent they
have been in the last few weeks.
And unlike in 1971, India has
the lwury of moving a
substantial number of troops
from the Eastern front to the
West. In 1971, Pakistan was a
still a reality in the east. And the
relations with China were tense.

PG e .
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The time is nov

Will they sort it out?

The current crisis between India and Pakistan provides a unique
opportunity to resolve the longstanding dispute over
Jammu and Kashmir, writes C. Raja Mohan.

But today, India has mobilised
the maximum possible numbers
of troops for what could be a
decisive confrontation with
Pakistan.

Unlike in the winter of 1987,
when the large-scale ‘Brass
Tacks' exercises initiated by the
Army appeared to spin out of
control towards a military

confrontation with Pakistan, the
present troop mobilisation. as
the Army Chief, S.
Padmanabhan, said on Friday, is
not a military exercise, It is
about preparing to go to war as
a conscious political choice.

In May 1990 too, there was
military tension hetween India
and Pakistan and the exchange

of hot words. But it would have
been a skirmish compared to
what could happen this time
around.

If diplomacy fails and a war
does occur, the prospects for
which are not entirely nil, the
conflict will be much larger than
the one witmessed in Kargil
during the summer of 1994

T
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India had successfully vacated
the Pakistani aggression across
the Line of Control in the Kargil
sector through a confrontation
that was limited to a small
space. This time it could be a
full-scale war that could take
place not just on the Line of
Control in Kashmir but the
entire international border
stretching from Kashmir to
Gujarat,

The nuclear shadow now
Ipoms much larger than in the
Kargil war. The fear of
escalation to the nuclear fevel
made India exercise great
1estraint in military operations
l[imited to its side of the LoC.
Despite considerable pressures,
India was determined not to
cross the LoC and widen the
war. But this time, India is
deliberately taking the risk of a
full scale war with Pakistan to
achieve its objective of an end
to cross-border terrorism.

The real possibility of a
nuclear exchange has given the
present confrontation an
unprecedented edge as well as
the pofential for an enduring
peace between the two arch
rivals. The nuclear factor
coupled with the international
concerns about terrorism have
made the current crisis between
India and Pakistan a unique
opportunity to resolve the long-
standing dispute over Jammu
and Kastumir.

The danger of a nuclear war
has forced the intemational
community to become engaged
with the problems between
India and Pakistan as never
before. In 1987, 1990, and 1999
there was indeed international
diplomatic intervention to cool
the tensions between the two
sides. But this time, as the
prospects of a nuclear war loom
large, the engagement of the
international community has
been one of the most intensive
the subcontinent has ever seen.

That this escalation between
India and Pakistan has taken
place amidst the American war
against terrorism in Afghanistan
has confributed to the basic
transformation of the context of
the international involvement in
the subcontinent by altering the
terms of the debate in India’s
favour.

The dramatic terrorist attacks
on Washington and New York
on September 11 have forced
the world to accept the Indian
concerns on terrorism. The
United States could not but see
the parallels between September
11 and December 13 and
demand thar Pakistan crack
down hard on all sources of
terrorism on its seoil, not just

those relating to Afghanistan
where America’s principal
inlerest was seen as lying,

Despite the fact that
[slamabad has been an ally in
its war in Afghanistan, the U.S.
has applied unremitting and
unprecedented pressure on
Pakistan ta change a
fundamental feature of its recent
policy towards India — the
support for cross-border
terrorism.

As a result, Pakistan finds [
itself in quandary that even its
most paranciac military
planners could not have thought
of. Pakistan's quest for strategic
depth in Afghanistan has ended
in an unexpected problem on
two fronts. The U.S. military is
aperating on Pakistan's Western
borders and India has mobilised
a massive military force on its
Eastern. And, Washington and
New Delhi are demanding that
Pakistan shut dewn the business
of jehad.

If this pressure begins to
work, and it indeed might, New
Delhi should be prepared 1o
quickly shift gears from nuclear i
brinkmanship to political !
statesmanship. If Gen. {
Musharraf makes it clear that he
is changing course on Kashmir
and follows up with actions on
the ground, India must be ready
ta begin the diplomatic and
military de-escalation of the
Crisis.

India must demonstrate that
it has no desire to pocket
Pakistani concessions and turmn
its back on Kashmir, If Pakistan
has to learn from the current
crisis that cross-border terrorism
is too risky a strategy between
nuclear neighbours, India will
have to recognise that the
problem in Kashmir cannot be
made te disappear by just
ignering it.

If Gen. Musharraf does put
the gun down, India needs to
recast its own approach to
Kashmir — by easing the
military pressure within the
State, renewing the offer of a
dialogue with the indigenous
militant groups who are ready
to give up violence, and
initiating a genuine peace
process with Pakistan.

The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, has proclaimed
his desire to “get off the beaten
track” in explering a soiution to
the Kashmir dispute. If Gen.
Musharraf heads in the right
direction, Mr. Vajpayee must
make good his own words. The ;
Kashmir question may now be i
ripe for a resciution. The
present conjunction of
circumstances is a rare one and
Mr. Vajpayee must grasp it.

-~
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KEITH FLORY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan. 12. —
Declaring a commitment to elimi-
nate religion-induced violence
from Pakistani soil and
| the Jaish-e-Mohamined and the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba, President
Pervez Musharraf  fonight
appeared to address some of the
Indian concerns that have brought
the countries to the brink of war in
recent weeks.
~ Whether that will suffice to per-
suade India to lower the ante will
depend, as the President himself
| in regard to his domestic initia-
. tives, on the implementation of the
statement of seemingly good
intent that marked his much-
awaited televised address tonight.
Yet, as was only to be expected,
i he stressed the importance of a
| resolution of the Kashmir issue as
the key to better relations with his
eastern neighbour. While he did
not talk of it being the “core izssue”,
and spoke of a negotiated peaceful
settlement, he also stuck to his
guns in calling for international
efforts at mediation. Something
which India has consistently
opposed, and insists on bilateral
action as envisaged in the Simla
Agreement.
Gen Musharraf also banned hree
. other religious fundamentalist
groups, Sipahi-e-Sahaba, Tehrik-
e-Jafria and Tehrik-e-Nifaz-e-
Shariat (Mohammedi).
i He simultanecusly waved a red
L rag to the Indian bull by calling for
international human rights organ-
isations and United Nations
peacekeepers to mdnitor what he
described as “state terrorism” by
. Indian security forces in Kashmir.
Even as he assured his people
" that no Pakistani would bhe hand-
ed over to India for legal action for
terrorist activity, he said that if
any others (non-Pakistanis)
named in the list submitted by the
Indian government were found in
his country their extradition could

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Jan, 12. — The gov-
ernment today chose to not offi-
cially react to General Pervez
Mugharraf's address, preferring
instead to analyse the contents in
detail before formulating a reply.

But the general reaction appea-
red to be that the General had
tread a very clever line, address-
ing primarily a western audience
— for whose benefit he even
switched from Urdu to English —
and that there was very little of
worth for India.

A foreign ministry spokesperson
said the ministry will “study in
depth” the contents of the speech
before reacting tomorrow.

be “considered.”

It was evident that Musharraf
was keen to try and convince the
international community of a

A TV image of
Gen Musharraf addressing
the nation. — AP/PTI

NEW DELHI, Jan. 12. — Gen
‘Musharraf tomght had a mess-
age for Mr Vajpayee. “As the Pr-
esident of Pakistan,” the:Gene-
ral said, *I want to say that if
one wishes to normalise Indo-
Pak relations and bring back
harmony, the Kashmir dispute
has to be resolved peacefully,
‘through dialogue”,

Quoting Mr Vajpayee's remar-
k& that “mindsets will have to
be altered and historical bagga-
‘ge jettisoned,” Gen Musharraf
- said: “ take you up on this offer.
“And let us stait talking in this
‘very spirit.” But.as the supréme
commander of the Pakistani
armed forces, he warned My Va-
jpayee not to make the mistake
of “crossing the border.” — SN&

A message for PM |

determination to eradicate terror-
ism, extend an olive branch to
India, but careful not to get down
to the specifics that might invite

Officials indicated that the
speech was along expecied lines,
with Gen Musharraf banning the
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and the Jaish-
e-Mohammed, and trying to sell
the crackdown on Islamic funda-
mentalism and militancy through
the “greater glory of Islam.”

“There has been no change in his
basic stance, on Kashmir, or on
the list of 20 most wanted crimi-
nals,” an official said. “There is
nothing new from India's. point of
view,” he said, adding: “but even if
Gen Musharraf manages to stop
militancy in mosques and madra-
sas, it will benefit us.”

The Pakistan president’s club-
bing together of the terrorist acts
of 11 September with 1 October

'No Pakistani will be handed over’

Musharraf moves

agail\gﬂst Jihadis

internal trouble,

As far as India would be con-
cerned, the plus-point would be
that apart from banning the two |
militant outfits deemed responsi- |
ble for the attacks on Parliament
House and the J&K Assembly —
which he condemned — Musha-
rraf declared that henceforth there
would be no permitting Pakistani
soil to be used as a launch pad for
violent activity in Kashmir, or |
anywhere else for that matter.

Though he did not breathe the ,
proverbial hot and cold, he was at |
pains to dispel any impression \
that he had been cornered, or was
speaking from a position of any-
thing but strength. Hence, as com-
mander-in-chief of the Pakistan
defence forces, he warned Indi
against any military offensives —
his troops were combat-ready to
retaliate forcefully, operationally
deployed and prepared to shed
their lagt drop of blood.

President Musharraf made a
personal appeal to Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee to live up to his call to |
Jettison the baggage of history. Yet |
also ingisting that Kashmir was a )
matter that could not be wrenched '
from the heart of every Pakistani.

India would have to carefully
scrutinise what follows his speech,
for in the absence of visible follow- |
up action it could wind up little
more than a circus act. His feigned
ignorance of the presence in
Pakistan of those who perpetrated
the Mumbai blasts and the
Kandahar hijacking would prove
cause for doubting his intentions, |
as also his seeking evidence from i
India against the Pakistanis it !
wants so that they could be tned
under Pakistani law.

If the Indo-Pak angle to what i
Musharraf said tonight could be
removed from the equation, what -
the President declared tonight was
of considerable significance to
Pakistan's domestic affairs. He
made it clear that a narrow, fun

R See PERVEZ: page 10

Govt to analyse address

and 13 December appeared to be
the only element in his address
that some officials saw as a “sop”.
What appeared to irk officials
was that the General had spoken
of continuing “moral, diplomatic
and political” support to the Ka-
shmir cause, though he qualified
it by saying no violent ‘ihad’
would be permitted from Pakis-
tani so0il. His highlighting of
“state terrorism” in “Indian-occu
pied Kashmir,” and inviting US
mediation to help resolve the
issue also didn't go down wel
The list of 20 criminals that Indi
has handed over to Pakistan was
mentioned by him, but with the
same responses as before: no
Pakistani would be handed over.

0
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e Getting real

HE HASTY acquisition of fighter

aircraft from China seems to be

Pakistan's only consolation at present.

Otherwise, it appears to be very much
on the losing side where diplomacy is con-
cerned. Not only has the UN ruled out the pos-
sibility of any intervention in Kashmir, it,
too, has joined the US in asking Islamabad to
act against the terrorists operating from
Pakistan. The US has been even more forth-
right. In addition to President George W.
Bush letting it be known that Pakistan cannot
continue to use terror as a policy measure,
Secretary of State Colin Powell has virtually
endorsed India’'s position that Pervez
Musharraf canneot continue to take shelter
behind comforting promises but has to show
through action that he is sericus about
curbing terrorism.

There is littie doubt that L.K. Advani’s visit
to Washington has helped to dispel some
of the mists which had earlier clouded
Washington’s perception of what Pakistan
was up to. Mr Advani’s plain speaking clearly
has had an effect. Before his visit, there was
an impression, mainly in the western media,
that now that General Musharraf had shaken
hands with Mr Vajpayee (and might have
embraced him if the table had not been in the
way, as the Pakistani president said), all that
remains to be done is for India to withdraw its
troops g'om the border and begin a dialogue

W g !
with Islamabad. Mr Advani, however, appears
to have succeeded in convincing those he met
that such naivete fails to take into account the
duplicitous nature of the game that Pakistan
has been playing.

1t has long been a part of Pakistan's strate-
gy to extend one hand as a gesture of friend-
ship while feeding the terrorists with the
other. The very nature of the proxy war is
based on this ploy of pretending to offer only
‘moral’ and ‘diplomatic’ support to the sub-
versives in Kashmir while providing arms
and training to the terrorists and assorted
mercenaries in Pakistan. Even though
Pakistan has now been forced against its will
to take steps against a few terrorist outfits,
even these measures have heen described as a
sham by a British newspaper. Nor is this sur-
prising considering that the use of terror has
been a part of Pakistani policy ever since it
teamed up with the Taliban in the mid-
Nineties. Even now, it cannot be said for cer-
tain that Islamabad’s links with the Taliban
and Al-Qaeda have been broken or that
Pakistan’s home-grown jehadis have lost hope
in the ISI's and Islamabad’s support for their
murderous cause, India, therefore, cannot
afford to trust General Musharraf — the vil-
lain of Kargil and a friend of the Taliban —
till there is irrefutable proof that he has
realised the folly of his past policy of cod-
dling Islamic fundamentalists. / '
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“UN rejects

Pak request

for mediation
G g~ ﬂqﬂ

United Nations, January

THE UNITED Nations Security
Council has virtually rejected Pak-
istan's request that it intervene to
defuse the Indo-Pak tension,

There is ne support for Pak-
istan’s reguest among the Securi-
ty Council's 15 members who
stress that it is a bilateral issue
and that it needs to be resolved
between the two countries, coun-
cil diplomats said.

They said the immediate issue
was the need for Pakistan to
crack down on terrorist groups
which have been operating in
Kashmir and killing innocent
people. Pakistan's amhassador to
the United Nations, Shamshad
Ahmed Khan, had scught the UN
Security Council's intervention
to ease Indo-Pak tension during a
meeting with security council
president for the month, Ambas-
sador Jugdish Koonjal Dharmac-
hand of Mauritius.

Dharmachand briefly men-
tioned about his meeting with
Khan after the council had fin-
ished the day's business late on
Tuesday. Council diplomats said
there was no discussion as none
of the United Nations members
showed any interest.

"1‘.
Lashkar cadres in di’skrray:
The Lashkar-e-Tayyeba® has
received a jolt after the crack-
down on its leadership by the
Pakistani regime, “We have lost
contact with our leaders and
there is no one to guide us,” an
arrested militant said at Khanna-
bal in Kashmir on Thursday.
The militant, Murtaza Agib of
Pakistan, was arrested along
with a Lashkar commander,
Mohammad Shafi Bhat, in Ana-
ntnag on Wednesday Murtaza
said the Kashmir movement had
suffered a setback due to Islam-
abad’s action on jehadi leaders.
PTI
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%dia’s patience
not infinite’
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 11, India today as-
serted that its patience was not
“infinite” and urged Pakistan to
act quickly against terrorists oper-
ating from its soil. "“We are wait-
ing for a response, Qur patience is
not infinite,” the spokespersan of
the Ministry of External Affairs

said. — pp . tL )Ly

In response to a quektion, the
spokesperson said Indiakould ex-
ercise “various options’\ to rein-
force its view that crosk-border
terrorisim was unacceptable.

Official sources here, on Thurs-
day, had said that India could
consider denying the most- fa-
voured nation status to Pakistan,
expulsion of the Pakistan High
: Commissioner, snapping diplo-
i matic ties and, as an exireme step,
abrogation of the Indus Waters
Treaty, in case Pakistan refused to
take action against lerrorism.

The spokesperson said the In-
dian build-up was a reaction to
the troop mobilisation by Pakis-
tan earlier.

“Our steps have been precau-

re...the situation at hand has
been engendered by certain activ-

response to the demands we have

made.” ,}f}.\ [!,\A‘k

The spdkesperson's response
of Pakistan’s attempt to project it-

india before an international au-
dience, the sources said. By point-
ing out that the Indian build-up
was a ''reaction’ to Pakistani mo-
bilisation, the Government was
making an effort tu give a per-
spective to its-decision to move
forces. /

ities by Pakistan and the lack of

. assumes importance in the light

self as a 'victim’ of an overbearing

tionary and defensive in natu-+
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‘THE BORDER SITUATION IS SERIOUS

e are

M"

By Our Special Corrvespondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 11. The Chief of Ar-
my Staff, §. Padmanabhan, today
delivered an unequivocally tough
message o Pakistan for its con-
tinued encouragement of cross-
border terrovism and  declaved
that the Army was primed 10 re-
spond to any task assigned by the
Gavernment ta combat it.

The Army, he stressed, was fully
prepated for a conventional war,
if there was sufficient provoca-
tion. 1 am a man of peace, but if
there is a war they will find ous
that this man can bite. We shalt
sutely prevail.”

Gen. Padmanabhan  clarified
that the biggest-ever troap maobhil-
isation was not part of any exer-
cise  bur an  expression  of
readiness for conflict with a recal-
citrant nation it required. The
massive deplovment on the bor-
der was for the better defence of
the country. “This is not an exer-
cise. We don't play soldiers with
frontiine roops.”

“When two countries mobilise

prepared:

i j

The Chief of the Army Sta¥f, S, Patmanabhan, addressing a
press conference at South Block in New Deihi on Friday. — P!

who is now in Washingion.

“"y

their strengtli on the horders, it is
not normal. The situation can
comicrtably be described as seni-
ous,” he said at his first formal
interaction with the media I a
yrar,

T Gen. Padmanabharn’s assess-
ment, a nuclear war seemed im-
probable given the international
situation and the larger geo- po-
titical aims of the industrialised
cauntries. Declaring thar India
possessed the capability ofa re-
taliatory strike, he warned that §f
any coutitry was “‘mad enough”
1o initiate ¢ nuclear strike against
[ndia, then “the perpetrator of
1hat particular outrage shall be
punished severely.”

He, however, prefaced his re-
marks by poim'mg put that the

possibility of a nuclear exchange
was in the “realm of the un-
known and that india had al-
ready declared thart it would not
be the first o use nuclear weap-
ons, [niernational opinion was
completely ranged against nucle-
ar exchanges, be said.

A nuclear strike on India, its
farces, assels at sea, ecanomic re-
sources and human heings was
entirely unacceptable, Gen. Pad-
manabhan said.

Significantly. the Army chief’s
views assume impartance as they

could influence the widely ex-

pecied address by the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, to-
morrow. They also reintorce the
plain-speaking on terrorism by
the Bome Minister, LK. Advani,

Expressing dissatisfaction over
islamabad’s steps to curb exfiltra-
tion by terrorists into Indian terri-
tary, he said a lat mare would
have to be dane by restraining
them in their home country be-
canse there had been no signif-
icant  diminishing of ‘jehadi’
activity. Though many of the
targer camps being run by the {n-
ter-Service Intelligence were at
some distance from the border,
he was confident that the Army
would be able to reach them. But
any final decision would have 10
be taken by the Government,

‘Border with China safe’
He did not anticipate any prob-
lem on the borders with China by

s

Uncalled for concerns: Fernandes

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHY, JAN, 11, India today reiterated that it was
committed 1o the doctrine of “'no-first use” of nu-
clear weapons and said that the observations of the
Chief of Army Staff, S. Padmanabhan, at a press
conference this afiernoon had caused “uncatied for
concerns.”

“India’s nuclear doctrine is very categoric that
India shall not be the first 1o use the nuclear weap-
on, and looks to it as a deterrent. In the event of
being attacked withi a nuclear weapon, India will
retaliate in kind, as any nuclear weapon country
would,” the Defence Minister, George Fernandes,
said iit a late evening statement.

He said that India, in the prevailing situation in
the subcontinent, was pursuing diplomatic efforts
in the belief that they would yield results,

P

The Government had not been talking of nuclear
weapons. “1 wish everyone gives up this talk of
nuclear weapons being brought into play. The use
of nuclear weapons is far too serious a matter that
it should be bandied about in a cavalier manner.”

The Army chief hiraself, the Minister noted, had
emphasised that “the nuclear exchange between
two countries of the South Asian continent will be
disastrous for the whole region” and hoped that no
sensible person would ever want to invite that di-
saster.

In a related development, the Army Chiel’s ob-
servations led to a fall in the Sensex by 19 points.
The BSE benchmark 30-share index, that has been
under pressure right from the commencement of
trading, fell below the 3300-level around 2.45 p.m.

following the news conference by Gen, Padmanab-
han.
A
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describing the m,q m 4l relation-
ship as being on a “fairly even
keel” since the Nineties, The sign-
ing of the Peace and Tranguiliiny
Treaty followed by military confi-
dence-building measures had de-
fused possibifities of o military
face-uff. Gen. Padmanabhan said
the coming visit of the Chinese
Prime Minister would help rein-
force peace nn the eastern bor-
ders  “whatever  else may
happen”

The Anoy chief downplaved re-
poris of China selling mifitary
hardware to Pakistan by pointing

Pak warns
. against
‘misadventure’

By B, Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 11. Pakistan today
veiteraied that if India resorted to
any “‘misadventure” on the bor-
ders, it would give a fitting reply.
Asked for his reaction to the
statement of the Indian Army
chief, S, Padmanabhan, the Press
Secretary to the President and Di-
rector-Leneral of the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Refations, Rashid
Quereshi, said, "“We know for sev-
eral weeks now about India mass-
ing troops on the borders. I it
vesorts to any misadventure, we
would be forced to reply.”

A PTI report said the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
wowld make his much-anticipat-
ed national speech on his plans 1o
contain terrorists and extremist
organisations tomorrow night.
Soime Ministers and local media
reports hinted that he was Jikely
o announce & han on the Jaish-¢-
Mohammad and the Lashkar- e-
Taiba, which have been heid re-
sponsible by India for the attack
on its Parliament,
out that the two countries had al-
wavs maintained close coopera-
tion i this sector. It was aiso
impassible for the recent supplies
of ship-loads of aircratt to redress
Pakician's alr imbalance because
india’s mititary edge was “unas-
sailable”,

Asked whether the snapping of |

ST and 1813 Yitks of private PCOs

in jammu and Kashmir had not ¢

meonvenienced people, he said
“evervthing would be done to
make it inconvenient to terrorists
1 pass on their messages”. The
well-eing of the 1,500 ov so PCO
operators would be ensured by |
the Government.
s
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qungtuary for LTTE?

3 . . -
v, ¢ India should tread cautiously }*7:}/ |
. .
. Arlal\ agreement hetween the Sri Lanka government a% the
\ TTE to resolve the ethaic crisis in the island republic'is to
be welcomed. But. if the government of India concedes the
request of the LTTE to provide sanctuary to its political adviser
and chief negotiutor, Anton Balasingham, and spouse, Adele
Anne, in Chennai or any other South Indian city, to facilitate
negotiations initiated by Norway. it would be violating its own
POTO. Even before Sri Lanku. India had declared the ETTE a
terrorist organisation and banned it. Countries like the USA,
the UK, Canada and Australia have followed suit. Velupillai
Pirabhakaran, the LTTE supremo, and Pottu Amman, its
intelligence chief., are accused number one and two in the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case and are declared proclaimed
offenders. The LTTE has been and continues to be aided by
Pakistan’s ISI and receives weapons from Al Qaeda in retumn
for drug running. It is not as though Hindu terrorism is less
dangerous than Islamic terrorism!

One meeting a Norwegian delegation led by Deputy Foreign
Minister Vidar Helgesen had with Balasinghum in London on
4 fanuary had created such a diplomatic row that the LTTE was
forced to relocate its chief negotiator, a British national,
outside Britaltn, A resident of Chennai in the eighties,
Balasingham’s wanting to veturn to the city is understandable.
But the LTTE's track record is not eredible. Apart from killing
Rujiv Gandhi in Tamil Nadu, it virtually decimated the entire
leudership of the EPRLE another Sri Lankan Tamil liberasion
group. in the heart of Chennai in 1990, About [,300 Indian
soldiers were killed and more than 3,000 incapacitated in the
North-eastern Provinee of Sri Lanka by the LTTE while on
peace keeping duty there. In its two decades old armed struggle
to carve outl a separate Eelam, the LTTE have killed morc
unarmed Tamil politicians than the Sri Lankan police and
armed forces. Taking into account the present international
climate against the politics of terrorism, the TTTE has declared
a truce and sued for peace. New Delhi should realise that
neither tgers not [eopards change their markings!




4“"“ Advani hopes India’s

'

WASHINGTON, JAN. 11. The Union Home Minister, L.K.
Advani, says he is still optimistic that the measures
India is taking at the diplomatic level will persuade
Pakistan to abandon terrorism as an instrument of
state policy.

Mr. Advani told Fox-TV network that the measures
included his talks in Washington and internationai
* opinion, particularly the opinion of America.

Asked whether he still thinks that the U.S. ought to
declare Pakistan a terrorist state, Mr. Advani said
that was for the U.S. to decide. India had demanded
" it earlier also. What India was aiming at, he said, was

to see that Pakistan abandoned the use of terrorism
as an instrument of state policy.

“They may have their own views on the Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba and we have his
own. We can discuss them. We can try to narrow the
differences. But use of terrorism to inflict on India
their viewpoint in respect of Jammu and Kashmir is
unacceptable,” he said.

Mr. Advani said Washington could play a role (in
persuading Pakistan to abandon the policy of tryving
ta achieve its goals through terrorism).

Mr. Advani told a public TV network that because
there were different perceptions the two countries

', steps will convince Pak. /!

that the leaders of the two countries signed thie Simla
agreement which provided that disputes can be set-
tled only by dialogue and not through war. But Pa-
kistan, he said, had been engaged in a proxy war
against India for 20 years.

Desire for diplomacy

The State Department spokesman, Richard
Boucher, said there was a desire and some etforts
were underway by the parties to move in a political
and diplomatic direction. But the situation contin-
ued to be dangerous.

“It appeared from the Secretary of State, Colin
Powell’s meeting with Mr. Advani that India did
seem willing to move forward and to look for a politi-
cal and diplomatic solution,” Mr. Boucher said.

Asked if the U.8. was with India in demanding that
Pakistan dismantle all terrorist organisations, he said
the U.5. believed that the steps Gen. Musharraf had
taken against terrorist groups were important.

“We will look forward to hearing from him on
what more he intends to do... And we are confident
that he will back up his statements with action. And

that, as we all know, remains the most importan
thing,”” Mr. Boucher said. — PTI, UNI /

-
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1 mid-December, the Nambiurs were planning
cheir year-end party al the Indian High Com-
mission in Islamabad and then preparing to
pack for their next posting. Vijay Nambiar has
been named as India’s Permanent Representa-
sive to the United Nations, but the December
1.3 attack on Parliament forced him (o head
back to Delhi instead of New York. The High
Commissioner on recall will probably spend
the next few months in hostel accommodaiion
»:__6&&& by his Ministry before taking off for
the Big Apple. Nambiar spent an hour with
RITU SARIN reflecting on his triencated tenure
and what corld be expected from Pakistan:

Was Islamabad a difficult posting?

@ 1T is one of our most sensitive postings.
Anything you did there was highiy visible and
had an immediate impact. You fecl you are
i a glass jar. That 15 also because of the na-
ture of out engagement — or the lack of it —
over the years. There's a jagged edge even to
official relationships.

You were in Islamabad during the Kargil
war and after the Agra summit. Diid things
get tense for the Indian High Commis-
sioner?

M KARGIL anid Agra did create a vacuum in
the engagement. I found if ] wanted to go
around Pakistan, it was not possibie at times.
1wasn't aliowed to go to Peshawar, I wanted
1o accompany fellow diplomats to Abottabad
for a social occasion but that too was not per-
mitted. Some of our fricnds in the commis-
sion could not take their relatives to certain
places near Islamabad.

What about surveillance and the roughing
up of diplomats?

M THERE: is surveillance. They complain
about it ton, but T havent seen evidence of it
in New Delhi. If we are doing it, we are obvi-
ously doing it in a more sophisticated man-
ner. Their's is a very direct and sometimes
brusgue EEM@&EP Some of our diplomats
are, in fact,-bosed whenever they travel.
There argpeople in front, people on the side,

| S pd

(A

CTION FROM PAKISTAN, SAYS INDIA’S AMBASSADOR UIN KEGALL Vidmi oo

‘Pak’s slowly moving against terrorists but

it must realise the pressur

When we invite Pakistani guests or public
personages, there is an attempt to slip in
more people. Yes, we have the occasional
peaple behind in motoreycles or vehicles.  roughing up of our peaple which is very, very

‘Modalities have been set up in
the past whereby fugitives can
be brought back without
adhering to time-consuming
procedures. If there is a wili
there are enough modalities’

distasteful. J@Q/ 4//

What evidence have you got from
Pakistan e¢n criminals and mili-
tants taking refuge there?

B WE get very little evidence.
When you talk to officials, they
dismiss even the mention of lead-
¢rs from organisations like the
Jaish and say, who is Masood
Azhar? We have also raised the
question of Indian fugitives time
and again but they say, we have
received your reminder and will
find out.

After the statements by British
Prime Minister Tony Blair and
the American sepators Yed by
Joseph Lieberman, how worried
isIslamabad?
M IT is time for Islamabad to un-
derstand the scrionsness of the
situation and our expectations.
Nobody is going to be impressed
with a show of words. It has to be
seen as something which translates
into action. Unless that happens, 1
don’t see the situation defusing.

Do you believe there has beeu a
crackdown on operations of ter-
rorist groups?

W WE nced to get more informa-
tion to ensure that what's happen-
ing is not cosmetic, For example, they treeze
accoutits of groups which only have hun-
dreds of rupees,

What about independent information com-

T v v BRIESE

ing from our intelligence agencies and
sources in Pakistan?

8 THE impression we get is there is a slow
movement. More urganisations, more indi-
viduals arc being taken into custody. But we
have to see if these individuals amount to
anything significant.

What is lacking in the evidence we have
shown Pakistan and now other countries in
the coalition?

W EVIDENCE is never cnough if you don't
have a commitment 1o resolving a problem,
You can’twake up a person who is pretending
to sleep. When you are working to cradicate
something, both must move in the same di-
rection, That much of evidence is certainly
available with us. We have given details of in-
dividuals and names and aliases, addresses,
their activitics. And remember, this is infor-
mation we have collected in a hostile envi-
ronment.

Have our agencies been able to capitalise
enough on the international climate against
terrorism?

& I THINK they have done a good job. They
obviously have to do a tot more, There is

now a clear recognition around the world .

about the specifics of the terrorism practised
against India, Some countries may talk
about lack of evidence. But even with my in-
teragtion, say, with the Americans in Tslam-
abad T found 4 fair meeting of minds on this
subject.

How far do you expect President Musharraf
to nmmma-,wn the kind of pressure he is?
BIDONTknow. It is difficult for me to sug-

e is building up’

@ﬁfac _ m?(f .

If General Musharraf is
able to give an
impression that no
piece of territory in
Pakistan will be used as
a launching pad for
violence against India
and in J&K, thenit is
something. After all, we
presume he is the de
facto ruler of Pakistan’

gest at this stage but Tthink it is necessary for
Pakistan to realise the seriousness of the situ-
ation and perhaps the General himself is
aware of what our own expectations are. If
anything, 1 see the pressure is steadily build-
ing. Lca’t see any easing of tensions.

Given the present situation, is Musharrat
India’s best bet?

B CANNOT say. 1t is essentially a question
of trust and so far I dort’t know if that has
been established. The question is: can he
pravide a modicusy of assurance that when
he makes public statements about joining the

coalition, it IS not something that is on the

West of Pakistan and does not impinge on
the situation in the East of Pakistan, If he is
able 1o give an impression to the world and
us that it is something across the board thag

no piece of territory in Pakistan will be used as
a launching pad for violence against India
and in Jammu and Kashmir, then it is some-
thing. This is because we presume he is the
de facto uler of Pakistan.

There is specuiation that a few of the men on
the list of 20 may be extradited to India.

B WHAT we cxpect from Pakistan is deeds
rather than empty statements, We arc fook-
ing for action against terrorism and terror-
ists. If the expectation is {ulfiiled, at least the
pressurc in bilateral relations will ease a lit-
tle. And on the guestion of our wanted men,
madalities have been established in the past
whereby fugitives can be brought back with-
cat adhering to time-consuming procedures,
Ifthere is a will there are enough modalitics,

Do you expect to retain to Istamabad?

W I AM watching things day to day, But it
looks bleak. One can hope for some develop-
ments which will help me to go back, which
may be too optimistic. For now, I huve
packed up for good.

‘How long will the mission in Islamabad
fenction at balf ifs strength’?

M 75 a drastic step, a signal that the process
of the disengagement of the mission has be-
gun. 1t is meant to convey the signal that
something has to be done to stem the rapid
deteriaration of relations. As far as the cut-
ting down of staff is concerned, the function-
ing will also reduce.

When do you expect a resumption of train
and bus services?”

- B WE will have to wait and sec. It is a step

we have taken seriously and we don’t make
these statements and them decide to
change them guickly. An attack of the na-
ture of December 13 iy unprecedented.
What we are saying is, there are organisa-
tions whao have done it, which in the past
have (and continue 1) reccived the sup-
port and shelter of Pakistan’s official estaly”
lishment. Action has to be taken agat
them, what we are saving is, da it
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“Pakistan wants
UN troops
along border

G Pas

Islamabad/New Delhi, Jan 10

PAKISTAN TODAY sought the
deployment of multi-national
or UN troops at the Indo-Pak
horder to “verify” New Delhi's
allegations of cross border ter-
rorism, while continuing its
rhetoric that the violence in
Kashmir was a “genuine free-
dom movement”, not militancy.

“What is happening in ‘occu-
pied Kashmir’ is a genuine free-
dom struggle for the right of
self-determination, which is
promised by UN resolutions. It
is struggile for self-determina-
tion and has nothing to do with
terrorism,” foreign office
spokesman Aziz Ahmad Khan
told reporters.

Khan said Pakistan would
“welcome” deployment of
international troops on both
sides of the border to dispel
accusations by India.

He also called for withdrawal
of troops from both sides to
defuse tension. "The tension
would continue as long as such
iarge numbers of troops
remain deployed so close to the
border. That is why Pakistan is
calling for withdrawal of troops
and settle all outsianding issues
through talks.”

In New Delhi, external
affairs ministry spokesperson
Nirupama Rao also described
the situation on the Indo-Pak
border as “tense”, but said the
responsibility of reducing ten-
sion “basically rests with Pak-
istan”.

While declining to speculate
on Pak President Pervez
Musharraf’s nation address-to-
be, she said, “If islamabad is
ready to openly dengunce cross-
border terrorism, it would be a
step in the correct direction...
Pakistan has to say clearly that
it will hot promote cross-border
terrorism from its soil or any
part of the territory controlled
by it.”

Khan declined to speculate
the time and contents of the
rmuch-awaited address.
Musharraf is expected to make
major announcements in the
next two days which could help

AR
o

PERVEZ MUSHARRAF

ease Indo-Pak tensions, accord-
ing to a team of US Senators
who met him earlier this week.

New Delhi, however, still has
its gnard up. “Our past experi-
ence with Pakistan gives us
cause to be pessimistic. Let us
see if Pakistan is prepared to go
beyond what it has said so far,
net only in terms of words but
also in terms of concrete
actions,” Rao told reporters.

On Pakistan’s insistence on
the implementation of the UN
Security Council resolutions on
J&K, she said New Delhi is very
clear that the path for resolu-
tion of outstanding issues
between India and Pakistan is
through bilateral dialogue.

But Khan sidestepped a ques-
tion on whether the permanent
members of the UN Security
Council had declined to inter-
vene in the Indo-Pak standoft,
The Pakistan representative at
UN, Shamshad Ahmed Khan,
“regularly met” permanent
members of the Security Coun-
cil to “apprise them about the
regional situation”, was all he
said.

Khan said coalition partners
have expressed satisfaction
with Pakistan’s cooperation to
bring down tension in the
region. “My impression is that
things are under control and
the international community
has appreciated Pakistan's
principled stand of resolution
of problems though dialogue.”
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eneral Musharraf’s ges-
ture in going up to shake
hands with Mr Vajpayee
in Kathmandu was a true

colip de theatre. Coming as it did
againsi the background of a grim
and steadily worsening situation,
it introduced a new mood, and
perhaps even a more hopeful
expectation.

The General will garner much
applause for what he initiated,
even as observers across the
region and beyond try to assess
where it can lead. There will no
doubt be an inclination among
some to dismiss it as a move
calculated only to impress the
international gallery. But such
damaging thoughts are best kept
in abevance. The General
should be given credit for doing
something that could help
defuse the crisis.

There is a perception both
within and outside the country
that both parties may not want
matters to get any worse and
edge over into war, but neither
may know how to get out of the
jam,

Climbing down from the peak
is no less perilous than
ascending it in the first instance.
Even in the midst of the
dramatic events in Kathmandu,
India made it clear that it was
not satisfied with what Pakistan
has dene to meet i3 demands.

Diplomatic contact is virtually
non-existent and whether any
channel of communication bet-
ween the two countries was
established when the leaders
were together at the Saarc con-
ference is not known, especially
in distant New York where ihis
article is being written,

The question remains of what
more must Pakistan do to meet
India’s expectation. Some pri-
vate discussion between the two
seems unavoidable if they are to
reach a conclusion that both can

g( Ul

accept, hence the need for an
effective channel of commu-
nication.

As the Kathmandu hand-
shake — which is bound to
work itself into the Indo-Pak

wide angle

SALMAN HRIDAR

Ing the crisis

terrorism from Pakistani soil
must be taken and one
assumes that Western diplo-
matic effort will try to bring
that about.

Meanwhile, Gen. Mushar-

British Prime Minister Tony Blair, right, and Pakistan's President Pervez Musharraf at a meeting in Islamabad on
Monday. Gen. Musharraf said he had assured Mr Blair that Pakistan was ready to enter talks to de-gscalate the
situation in the region. — AP/PTI

diplomatic lexicon - does not
seem to have served to congenial
relations, pressure has mounted
for third parties to step in.

Mr Blair has taken a hand.
Although his visit was planned
some time ago, it has provided a
timely opportenity for him to
pour oil on troubled sub-
continental waters. Backing him
fairly shortly is likely to be a
special envoy of Mr Bush. Ordi-
narily, India would take alarm at
such moves, for thev have
tended to work against Indian
interest. But that may no longer
be true,

We may not be comfortable
with outside attention to our
affairs, yet on this occasion the
general perception is that
America has come down on
India’s side.

The Pakistani fiction that its
backing for militants in Kashmir
is confined to political and moral
support has womn very thin and
convinces nobody. Under
American pressure, Pakistan has
been pushed into acting against
the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and the
Jaish-e-Mohammed, but in s
present tough mood, induced in
part by India’s uncompromising
stand, America seems to agree
that more is needed.

The ISI is deeply suspect in
some American eyes and Gen.
Musharraf’s hold on it is open to
question. To shift “political and
moral support” from Pakistani
to Kashmiri militants will not do.

This is the sort of subterfuge
that may have passed at one
stage, but no more. Clearer and
more decisive action to curb

raf must be pgratified with the
approval he obtains in Wash-
ington. It is not the government
alone that warms to him. A
group of Senators has set off on
a trip to convey thanks to those
who have helped the American
cause in the Afghan war.
Pakistan is prominently on the
list of countries to be visited.

The General is apptauded for
that and for his courage in
taking on the fundamentalists at
home. There is sympathy for his
dilemma: lowering support for
the Kashmiri militants can feed
the frenzy of the extremist
groups that he is simultancously
trving to control.

The choices before him are
much more difficult than those
be faced when obliged to reverse
course in Afghanistan,

India has good reason to
demand the extradition of some
known criminals who strut about
in Pakistan in apparent security.
However, extradition is
ultimately a matter for the
courts, and India has a very
mixed record in preparing
extradition cases in a manner
that convinces law couits
abroad.

There can be little expectation
that Pakistani courts will be
inclined towards Indian de-
mands, so the extradition of the
20)-odd individuals we have
asked for is highly unlikely to
take place. However,
governments have other means
at their dispusal and Pakistan
can act against these people in
other ways.

This is one area where some
private talk between the two
parties is required if there is to
be progress towards handling
this matter,

While the issues are serious
and dangerous, there is a
curiously unreal quality to the
Indo-Pak crisis. The armies are
massed on the frontiers, the
rhetoric is pitched high, and in
the middle of it the two leaders
are shown to be grasping hands
in Kathmandu. Tt is indeed a
strange relationship. Seen from
America. the crisis in the sub-
continent remains in-the shadow
of Afghanistan, where the stakes
are markedly smaller.

The main fear now must be
that the leaders on both sides
may not know how to get out of
it. and that they find themselves
blundering into a war that
neither wants, One can only ho-
pc that the leaders prove
capable of contrelling the
juggernaut they have set in
motion.

{The author is a former Foreign

Secreiary.) /
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India wants unambiguous

W
- By C. Raja Mcohan ﬂ" D A

| NEW DELHI, JAN. 10. As the Pakistan President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, prepares for what has been hilled
as a historic speech (o be delivered this weekend,
India expects an unambiguous rejection of “jehad™
and terrorism as instruments of Islamabad’s policy
towards Jammu and Kashmir.

A comprehensive declaralion by Pakistan against
terrorism is one of the political benchmarks set by
India for de-cscalation of the current build-up by
hoth the two nations.

The other benchmarks inciude “action” by Pakis-
. tan on the list of terrorists and criminals sent (o it
i and cooperation on the ground to prevent infilira-
tion by terrorists fram the Pakistani side,

If Gen. Musharral elfectively addresses these
benchmarks in the coming days, India and Pakistan
could begin de-escalating the tensions and revive a
o full-fledged peace process in the near future,

But if he is tempted to retain the ambiguity in his
current position on terrorism, India might have no
aption but to conclude that Pakistan is not serious
about finding a way out of the present crisis.

The international comnunity is pressing Gen.
Musharraf to remove all ambiguities that remain in
his position on the relationship belween terrorism
and the Kashmir question,

At the summit of the South Asian leaders last week
in Kathmandu, Gen. Musharrat did indeed condemn
terrorism in the abstracl. But in the same breath he
referred to “freedom struggles™ that must be exclud-
ed from the ambit of lerrorism.

But the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, who
was in Pakistan carlicr this week is believed to huve
conveyed to Gen, Musharrafl that there can be no
exceptions to the rejection ol terrorism.

While pressure is mounting on Gen. Musharraf to

o7 rejection of ‘jehad’,

come clean on terrorism, India is being urged not (o
reject potentially positive formulations in Gen.
Musharraf's speech cut of hand.

Since his address is principally aimed at the do-
mestic audiences, it is being suggested tha: India's
own response should not inevitably focus an the
many clements that might be offensive 1o [ndia.

India believes that there can be no splitting the
difference on the core guestion of Pakistan rejecting
terrorism as a policy option. 1aving tried rwicc be-
fare 10 finesse the issue, India now has drawn the
line, Both at Lalore and Agra, India had hoped that
the initiation of the peace process will lead to an
eventual reduction in cross-border terrorisim. India
is no longer prepared 10 take those chances in the
wake ol the December 13 attack on Parliament.

India would not want to quibble over either Pakis-
tan’s characterisation of the violent insurgency in
Kashmir or making a strong reassertion of {slaima-
bad's political position on the disputed state.

Bur New Delhi will definirely dismiss Gen. Mush-
arraf’s statement if he remains unclear about the
rejection of terrarism — an instrument Islamabad
has used over the last decade to pursue its political
aims in Kashmir.

In secking a statemceni on terrorism [rom Gen.
Musharrat, India is iooking for a credible signal from
Pakistan that it is embarked on a different path o
resolve its dispute with India over Kashrmir.

If Gen. Musharraf miects this test of intentions and
follows up with a series of actions against cross-
border terrorism, the present crisis could be trans-
formed into an opportunity for peace in the sub-
contment.

If Gen, Musharraf fudges the issue again, there is
the danger that the current tensions berween the
two nations would only deepen.

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI JAN. 10. Upset over the
unilateral announcement of the
compaosition of diplomatic dele-
gatinns being sent abroad to ex-
plain  India's case, vis-a-vis,
crossborder terrorism, the Con-
gress has decided to pull out.

The party is unhappy that the
Government chose {o ignore it
while deciding on both the com-
positien, as well as destination
of the delegations. What it finds
“absolutely unacceptable” is the
fact that it learnt about its mem-
bers’ inclusion in the delega-
tions through the BIP
spokesperson, Vijay Kumar Mal-
hotra. "How can the BJP decide
-on who the Congress nominees
wilt be and where they will go,”
asked Natwar 5ingh, head of the
AICC's Foreign Affair's depart-
ment. Congress leaders said it
was agreed upon only in princi-
ple at (he all party meeting on
December 30 that delegations
comprising members of atl par-
ties be sent abroad. Significantly,
the Government did not formal-
ly approach the Congress iead-

ership despite being advised (o do
s0.  Manmohan singh had made
it clear to the Ministers, Jaswant
Singh and Pramod Mahajan, that
they must get the names of the
Congress members cleared by the
party leadership.

According to Dr. Singh, he had
made these things clear to both
the Ministers, when he was for-
mally sounded out by Jaswant
Singh about leading one of {h_e
delegations. '

Having learnt from the media
about his appointment, an angry
Dr. Singh today issued a state-
ment taking the Government to
task for ignoring his party lead-
ership. “The least that was ex-
pected was consultations and
dialogue with the Congress lead-
ership, about the composition of
the delegations and the places 1o
be visited,” he said. This showed
that the BJP was not “serious
about sustainjing the national
consensus on crucial issues.”

The door, however, does not to
be firmly shut and there were in-
dications that should the Govern-
ment make amends, there could
be a rethink on the issue. Senior

Cong. pulls out of delegations

partly leaders point out that the
problem is not so much over the
feaders who have been chosen,
but over the “improper manner
in which it was done.”

Seniorleaders point out that it
was clear that Sonia Gandhi
would not be able to lead any of
the delegatinns because of her
preoccupation  with  the As-
sembly elections. What the party
expected was that the Govern-
ment would follow the proper
procedure in going about it, by
formally consulting the leader-
ship. “[13 now up to the Govern-
ment, on important issues like
this it must consult the Congress
and all other Opposition par-
ties” said Mr. Natwar Singh.
Maihotra denies

Meanwhile, the BJP spokes-
persan, V.K. Malhotra, today de-
nied having the leaders who
would be travelling as a part of
the delegation. “In respense to
queries from the media on the
subject | made it clear that the
list is with the Prime Minister
and he alongwith the External
affairs Minister would decide on
the composition.”
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 Pak. will welcome deployment of observers-

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 10. The Pakistan
Foreign Office spukesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, has said that Pakis-
ran would welcome the deploy-

ment of LN. or multi-national

forces ar ohservers at the Indo-
Pak. borders to verify the Indian
allegations of cross-border terror-
ism, He reiterated Pakistan's
stand for de-escalation and with-
drawal of troops from both sides
of the Indo-Pak. borders to peace-
time locations and begin negotia-
tions to resolve all outstanding
disputes including Kashmir. Mr.
Khan described the recent meet-
ings of Pakistan’s permanent rep-
resentative at the U.N. with the
U.N. Security Council President
and other permanent members as
routine.

Asked whether the permanent
members of the Security Council
had declined to intervene in the
present Indo-Pak. standoff, he
said the Pakistan representative
at the U.N., Shamshad Ahmed
Khan, regularly mer the perma-
nent members of the Security
Council and the President to ap-
prise them ahout the regional sit-
uation.

On th .S. Secretary of State,
Colin Bdwell’s statement that Pa-

kistan should step up the crack-
down on terrorist groups in
Pakistan, he said Powell actually
appreciated Pakistan’s efforts to
bring down the tensions between
India and Pakistan.

“The coalition partners have
expressed satisfaction for Pakis-
tan's cooperation to bring down
the tensions, The entire interna-
tional community is calling for
resolution of the situation
through peaceful means. Pakistan
has taken certain action. It con-
tinued to take actions. Its cooper-
ation is appreciated”, he said.

"My impression is that things
are under control and the inter-
national community appreciated
Pakistan's principled stand of res-
olution of problem though dia-
logue”, he said.

Close on the heels of the Indian
Government's decision to send
delegations of political leaders to
different world capirals to explain
its standoff with Pakistan, the
Musharraf Government too has
taken a similar initiative.

The Pakistan Federal Minister
for Communication and Railways
and former head of Inter-Services
Intelligence (IST), javed Ashraf
Qaxi, and the former Federal Min-
ister and factional leader of the

IR

Pakistan Muslim League, Ejarul
Haqg, would embark on a visit to
the Middle East and Saudi Arabia
as special emissaries of Gen.

Musharraf. “L 4
India wants me

extradited:

Amanullah Khan
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 10. The Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) chairman, Amanullah
Khan, has claimed that India had
sought his extradition from Pakis-
tan, and challenged New Dethi 1o

move the International Court of -

Justice to prove he was a “'terror-
ist”.

At a news conference here, Mr.
Khan declared that he was pre-
pared to appear in the world
court. He could prove all the alle-
gations of terrorism against him
to be false; if the court said he was
a terrorist or that his demand for
independence was not justified,
he would hand himself over to In-
dia. He quoted media reports that
India had got a ‘Red Notice’ {in-
ternational warrant of arrest} is-
sued against him by Interpol and
said this was not the first such in-
stance. He accused New Ielhi of

"y relations

enlering intu & deal with the
‘Thatcher Government and get-
fing him arrested in the United
Kingdom in 1985. He was jailed
for over 15 months.

He c¢laimed that when the
courts acguitted him, India got
him deported fram the UK In
19490, India got his .S, visa can-
celled and a Red Notice issued
again.

In Gctoher 1993, he was arrest-
ed by the Interpol in Brussels
when he was participating in a
round table conference on Kash-
mir on the invitation of the Eu-
ropean Parliament. India
demuanded his extradition, but the
Belgian court rejected it and sent
him back 10 Pakistan.

Mr. Khan said he had applied
for an Indian visa in March last to
agtend an intra-Kashmir confer-
cnce convened by (.M. Shah,
president, Awami National Con-
ference and former Chief Minis-
ter, in Jammu bt it was rejected.

He said the best solution to the
Kashmir problem was to reunite
the divided State and make it in-
dependent. [1 should have a dem-
acratic, federal and secular
systern of government and friend-
with India and
Pakistan.

o,
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e Kathmandu\ himdshake made nice
viewing, Bur thankiulh, Prime Ministe
Vajpvee did not forgei the Mood of our
people staming General Musharral™s hand,

Somie helieve the General 3 now sincere abous
preace. But we cunt fish being deceived again,
Inchia has brandished its kst irump card. The next
e aue Army merely sabre-rattfes on the western
fromt. we would have called “wolf™ once 100 aften,
W coidd eet Taughed gt Or be at war,

Duesperine peace cally ought 1o alwass sound
seevt rasic. Nog this dme, No willy the usual
\muh m hvpocrisy en e o Tand aed the
Fakistint denial sndrome o the other,

Noonee inihe pust rense woeehs bive we heard
aword of regret from Pakistan, We won't gither.
Which simply means we have not smashed the
evde ol Pakistani-backed werrosisin, courterfeiting,
salotge and assassulation threass coming in
botween the Pakistani ruling geng POSLUNING 28
Sabel Prize- deserving poace lovers,

Recent history screams against giving Pakistani,

ruiers the benefit of the doubt. The more Togical

nadmn 1s Genera! Musharraf is only squealing the

notses Torced vat by the boot of his Washington
masters grinding his head.

Stk the Kargil masiermingd continues calling his
sponsored violence in India a freedom fight” It is
4 deadioek thut cm be broken only by foreing,
Pakistan 1o understund i cannol aftord lhe
deadiock.

I Gur endless peace debutes focus more on the
long-sutfering people in Kashmiy, we et a more
JUCHEHIC POTSpoctive,

Wo need to do whatever it takes to ensure he
Rashmizi children live free rom wrror and sudden,
deuth ke vour children doo A generation of
eeiivis have hud theiv lives shattered, Do we Lot
antothe T generation be terrovised by Pakistan's fow-
nlensity war it's waging against Fudia”

Do we believe Pakisiand rulers con or will givie up
thele claims on Kashmir by mere “peace talks™
Exe we agree o give up Kashmir? Or do we
exeree our sovercign right o defend ourseives
and owr legitimare Jund?

Cien. Musharraf's enforced cosmetic exercise
dganinst terrorist groups - Jaish-g-Mohammed and
Lashher-e-Taiyaba - s hoodwinking many.

inclding some ever-gulliblc sections of our media.
President George Bush and his advisers are nor se
mtch Lru};{bicz as being sccomplices I Gien,
Masharrat™s public relations genius.

Americt now needs Gea, Musharnt the an-
terrorist hero, Keeping wilh their exceptional
talent at self-delusion. the democracy-leving.
universal freedom-fighting super power can easily
do business with a democtacy-mordering mAditin
dictator who was until 10 Sepfember == -0 -
tire higaest friend and mentos of the
Talitan. The word T
nes exist i political sovabnlin .”
wperatve euphennan i~
pragmatisn

Tt is improbable that the USA has
nol beeit aware of Pakistani mischic?
i dndia the past 20 wears 11 i
probable that - American policy-
makers huve not vet gavged the depih |
of Lhe anti-India mindset that created
Pakistan «nd sull dominates it

Kashiumir is just a vehicle expressing
that negative outlook, & bigs burning
that poor country like an ufeer of a
chronically disturbed man. For, deep
inside the Pakistani psyche lurks the
fundamental contradiction that cvery
section of that failed nation will never
want o contront: if things are very
well and happy in India, why the
Partition?

Thercfore. in their C(?H(Y(_i”\,"(‘i'ﬁ
rationade for existence. Indiz mast
always be a und of cowardly Hindus
tormenting fellow Mostims,

Such o mindset canoot be just
wished iy with inconchusive, dead-
end, micaningless Cpeace lks” it one sy
initiates (o cunoyfiage its covert war, A quarter
century of sporadic “peace talks” fuve onky proved
them to be o propeeanda mechanism that Pakisan
uses to out manocuvre India,

Pakistan does its regular villain act, glibly offcrs
the olive branch e which ladia's negative response
makes us appear the hardline state,

For how long do we tolerate this farce, aif the
while keeping in focus o bleeding Kashmir, & highly

i

Barar Vi

THE STATR

Escaping the mirage trap

Indii must ensure its current

diplomatic defensive against
terrorism docs not get
snuifed out prematurcly by
delusions, writes RAJA M

PaK stam Presicent E‘f‘rr:,raf Pervez Musharraf {centre) and Prime Mmlsler Atal
summit in Kathmandu on Sunday, -~ AP/PT

atine Saure ¢

ed s i o eaploiing detence bt}

SlEg B
tndia’s Parlizaent \\.i'\ artacked and it hahaed the

Hlm( vimmission stadf in Pakistan, Do we waidi tor
Pukistanti terrorists o 4ssassinate our Prane
Minister or President before we break all
diplomatic relations with that country”?

Future Distors wiil prone dat ondyv tink can be
the best beader of the ghastly wound of Partition
that Britain intheted, In the interim, we have (o
device clearly av o nation: do we take sharp

-

14 7

diplomatic measires 1o kup Pakistatr at arms
tength, as du the 1970 atter the 1971 war! Or do
we keepr trying to embrace i and be stabbed in the
back again and again?

Wi do not necd o go o war now and risk
nuelear holocaust, We are still & long way from
evhausting all diplomazic uptions. It 1s here tha
india’s sickeninghy inadequate resposes have
robhed us of any credibility that we are victims of
Pukistani decelt.

Political confusion &5 betraying the
Kashimin pmplc wtd our soldiers.
During Kargil. the Indian Army was
forced to IIghl with ifs harids tied he-
hind 1ts back. After Kargil, India in-
vited 1he mastermind behind 1t 1o
Agra and gave him internavional
credibiiiy. 1t s abour time New Delhi
paid more attention 10 national
interess and sentiment rather than o
international pats on the back for us
turning the other cheek,

Maximum diplomatic. measures
won't instantly end Pakistani mischiel,

But it will definitely end the terrible
contradicrion of the victim crying
murcker and then deing husiness as
ustied withy the viedmiser,

Banning Pakistani Jights over our
airspace and then exempiing the man
causing it is just the kind of confused
contradictions haunting our forcign
policy. We cry about Pakistani prosy
war and then moan about ending &
s service with the villain behind the
proxy i, Sure, some fBenilies sutier
separation paongs  [rom relations
across the border,

B3l dae greater number of familics are being
now orphaned by our soldiers and civilians kifled
by sneak attacks from Pakistani sponsored
terrorists and Pakistani soldiers disguised as locals,
People-to- people contact will make a significant
difference only when Pakistanis enjoy a genuine
democracy, not when being brainwashed to beligve
the Indian Army routinely rapes. tortures and kills
Kashmiris. Until then, let us identify ourselves
more with our own soldiers dving for us, rather

than with the Pakistani people,

Even after the attack on our Paliament, (t &
almost unbelivvable that the government is still
bolding its diplomatic guns. W stll continue giving
the Most Favoured Nation pading status 10
Pakistan (Pakistan is yet to reciprocaie).

Withclrawing it is being incredibly considered
“hawkish”™ 1o some quarters sull blind 0 a
terrorised  Kashnr caught in e crossfire of
trained  ferrorists and an cdgy,  strossed,
psvehelogically mauled half a million-strong Army.,

Ungdl Pakistan 18 forced pay, at the least, the
ceonomic and diplomatic costs of ity cowardiy
sneak war in Kashmir. it wan't stop. Banning the
PIA overflights js asmall step in the right direction,
Next. wie have no choice but to break all diplomatic
relations with Pakistan wail it agrees o keep away
from Kashmir, If that seems a tall order (o expect
akislan 1o agree. It is cven greater a mirage that
“peace talks™ will end the stalemate.

It is futile talking about pushing Gen. Musharraf
into a tight comer that would let the hardliners
take over that country. Gen. Musharraf is worse
than the lunatic fringe running loose in Pakistan, It
is easier to deal with the world than to deal with 2
wolf in sheep's clothing, Gen, Muosharraf's
probiems are s own creation, his Diter Sraits
from laws ofeause und effect. He is now soaimming
in the hede he dug tor India and the monster he fed
in Afghanistan. It is not our business to help him
conunue creating more blood Lraps for us. We
need to save our people than save Gen. Musharrat

Time is running out for us to bring prace 1n
Kashmir and safety elsewhere in the cianimy

[f we believe Kashmir is part of our homeland,
then we abviously must exercise every right to
duefend our home. In spite of our crowing aboul
internanionad appresil of india’s Tprincipled
stand ™. the reality i differert, Not a single 1oreign
government fas categorically wld Pakistan to
clean its act.

[nelia s still being infuriatiogly byphenated wiih
Pakistap. It is time we star? sofving our prohlems
instead of wanting the world’s permission 10 do so,
We owe that ta our tormented people of Kashimir
Or their blood is in our hands 1oo.

(The awthor is a Mumbai-based freclancer

warrants when thinkine sk
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By g)ur Special CorresPG}(Iil?eml

NEW DELHI, JAN. 8. India lias urged
Pakistan to take cancrete steps to
end cross-border terrorism and
has ruled out any third party
mediation.

"We expect from Pakistan con-
seripns and substantial
steps to deal with the issue of
cross-bprtler terrorism and action
agaipst terrorist groups based an

its soil”’, Ni !ama Rao, the Min-
istry of Extdrnal Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson, said today.

Asked to comment on reports
in the Pakistani media that Isla-
mabad was seeking 11.5. guaran-
tees to forestall a war with India,
the spokesperson said that “there
is no room for any country” to
seck solutions on Indo-Pak.is-
SUES.

.-

on v -
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/q-»‘?‘LWe expect concfete Pak. action:/lndia

Asked to cojnment on the state-
ment by the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, that the list of
the 20 terrorists forwarded by In-
dia was being analysed, the spo-
kesperson said that “let us see
what action he ( Gen. Musharraf)
takes.”

She added that Pakistan should
openly renounce cross-border
terrorism  and  “'shed ambiva-

fence’’ on this subject. India today
asked Pakistan to take back the
bodies of the five terrorists who
were killed while attacking Parlia-
ment House on December 13.

This was conveyed 1o the Pakis-
tan Deputy High Commissioner,
jalii Abbas filani, by Arun Singh,
Joint Secretary, in the fran, Pakis-
tan and Afghanistan division of
the Ministry of External Affairs.
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to head new

ISLAMABAID: In an attempt 1o alier the extremist
image of Kashmirt militancy, the Pakistan govern-
ment on Wednesday constituted a national Kashmir
committee to be headed by [ormer president of
Pakistan-occupied  Kashnur Muhdmm'xd Abdul
Qayvum Khan,

Qavvum s opposed o the
involvement of hardline Islamic
militant groups in the Kashmir dis-
pute, ‘
An official anpouncement here
said President Pervez Musharraf |
comstituted the Kashmir committee
under  the  chairmanship  of g
Qayyum.

Pl ( P U inrite

comracdes across

the border

By Bhaskar Roy
Times News Network

" NEW DELHL: In the backdrop |

K%Mhrfmd

even China, which had supphed Pakistan nuclear and
missile technology, was of the opinion that Islamabad
should end support for terrorism.

"It s a very tense and dangerous situation™, he said
soon after making yet another phone call to Gen
Musharrat on Tuesday.
~ Asked whether he discussed with
i Gen Musharraf the major address
* the Pakistani President is scheduled
to make this week and whether he
knew what Gen Musharraf was
going to say, Mr Powell said Gen
Musharrat would give a speech and
it would be an important one.

“Gen Musharraf understands the

Names of the commiliee mem-
bers ta be drawn from Pakistan's !
four provinces, besides northern
areas. PoK and overseas Pakistanis
and Kasbhmiris are likelv o be
announced siortly.

The first meeting af the commit-

5 of mounting tension and sudden
. freeze in bilateral ties over!
recent terrorist attacks, a seg- |

] ment of Pakistan’s Left has been

!invited to two political events |

| across the border.

seriousness of the situation, and [
will wait and sec what he says”. he
added.

Mr Powell said the “vexing prob-
lems” the U.S. had to deal with and
which took up an enormous
amount of his time were the middle

tee. scheduled to be held on Janvary
15, will be addressed by Gen
Musharraf himsell, the announce-
ment said.

It said the mandate for the com-
mittee would be to project the
Kashmir cause at the international |
level and mobilise world opinion to
settle it according to the UN resolu-
tions. besides highlighting alleged
human rights violations by Indians
in Kashmir.

Meanwhile, U8 secretary of state — —
Colin Powell bas said that there is no certainty that
war between India and Pakistan can be avoided
unless Gen Musharraf stands down and ends support
for terrorism in Kashmir.

Speaking to The Washingron Times. Mr Powell said

. Hyderabad, the

l

;  Both the CP1 and CPM have
j formally approached puhtlcal[
~ outfits of Pakistan’s Left for rep- '
| resentation at their party con-
gresses slated for March-end.
i While both parties have request-
"ed Pakistan's Mazdoor Kisan |
{ Communist Party for a delega- |
tion at its parly congress atW

invited the National Workers' |
: Party of that country tu lt&
; Trivandrum session.

east, the sitvation between Isracl
and the Palestinians and most
between India and
Pakistan.

Avoiding controversy in India
about U8 plans to send an “envoy”
or “special cnvoy” to defuse en-
sion between India and Pakistan.
state  department spokesman
Richard Boucher said Mr Powell
might himself travel to the two
countries next week. He also said
he would dispute the use of the
word “emissary” or “envoy.”

Mr Powell had said Jast week that Washington would
take a “hard look™ on the question of despatching a
special envoy to the region, which was oppused hy

India. e
e

‘ recently
|
{

CPI has also |

i
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Sanjay Singh In New Delrl

Jan. 9. - It wasn't the diplomatic
offensive alone that the govern-
ment had considered prior to its
declaration of the ban on Paki-
stan International Airlines flight-
s’ overflying Indian airspace. An
official note says that the govern-
ment had “genuine apprehen-
sions” that PIA aircraft could be
used as missiles to target vital In-
dian installations, @ fa the 11
September attacks in the USA,

The government has stated this
in response to a letter sent by the
president of the Montreal-based
International Civil Aviation Or-

anisation, Mr Assad Kotaite, Mr

otatie had written a letter on 28
December expressing “extreme
concern” over India's cancelling
PIA overflights and Pakistan’s re-
taliatory measures.

Citing the Preamble and Arti-
cle 44 of the Convention on In-
ternational Civil Aviation and
International Air Service Transit
Agreement, Mr Kotaite said:
“Both countries are signatories
and thus should open air space to
all.. to promote understanding
and cooperation between the

eV~
t;)o countries”,
Sources said that conckrns
gver security weighed topmost
behind the decision on the ban
rather than diplomatic consider-
ations or intentions fo hurt Paki-
stan  economi-

VOO

 due to 11 Se

der terrorism”™. The decision was
taken to ensure the nation's se-
curity in view of the coveri and
overt actjvities of Pakistan.
Flights by PIA, which come un-.
der Pakistan’s ministry of de-
fence, had to be

cally, India too . ' suspended tili
has lost Rs 51f Power tra'HSfer the Centre was
crote hecause 0 . “satisfied that
the ban, the to BenaZir? the situation
sources pointed ISLAMABAD, Jan, 9. -  has improved”,
out. Spurning the IS, President The govern-

“The real rea-
son was national
security. There

Pervez Musharraf is repor-
ted to have struck a deal with
the Pakistan People's Party

ThENt's response
also cited Arii-
cle 89 of the

were - genvine  totransfer powertoitinthe Chicago
apprehensions  National Assembly elections Convention:
that PIA operat- - scheduled for October, “The Govern-

ed aircraft could
be used as mis-
siles to target vi-
tal buildings like
the ones on 11
September in
the USA” said
senior officials,
They added that the governmen-
t's defence of its decision was
strongly put forward.

The Centre’s response 1o the

ready (o

-1CAQ said: “The attack on Par-

liament was the culmination of
Pakistan’s support for cross-bot-

The Friday Times said neg-
otiations were held with Ms
Benazir Bhutto and PPP was
accept
Musharraf as the President.
Maj Gen Akram was asked
to clinch the deal, — UNI

ment of India
holds that an
emergency  or
war-like condi-
tion has heen
created as de-
scribed  under
these provisions
which reguired ihe present actio-
n". It added that provisions of
Section 1 of the International
Air Service Transit Agreement,
1944, empower that “in times of
active hostility, routes could be
restricted”,

Gen

pt fears

The response dealt with the
ramifications of Pak-backed
cross-border terrorism and the
hijacking of the Indian Airlines
1C 814 which had been taken to
Kandazhar. Incidentally, the
1CAO had also made requests 1o
the Taliban 10 cooperate at that
time, but it didn’t yield any posi-
tive result.

The sources said that the ter-
mination of rail and bus services
between the two nations was also
undertaken by Delhi after (he at-
tack on Parliament due to similar
reasons and to meet the same
purposes. ‘

Police in Pakistan have arres
1ed three people, accusing them
of being Indian spies, in a border
town of Punjab, officials said
today, AFP adds. The persons
detained  from  Khairpur
Tamewali, 150 km southeast of
Multan, include an Indian
hawaldur and two girls.

“The hawaldar was posing as a
malang (an insane person} and
the girls as beggars,” said an offi-
cial, adding that they acknowled-
ged their identities, *The Indians
have been turned over to the
army Intelligence for further

interrogation,” he a_ddy
. ~
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o N reg|on bemg monitored

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. & Pakistan has
moved forces towards the inter-
pational border in the Kutch re-
gion in Gujarat causing India to
step up is surveillance of the ar-

ea, Government sources here
said.
The defence planners are

watching this with special interest
because it will help chisel their fi-
nal strategy. The deployment of
tanks from three armoured bri-
gades of its Three Division oppo-
site Kutch could free Army
Reserve South (ARS), one of its
mwo key strike formations, to fo-
cus on entering Rajasthan or Pun-
jab. At present, ARS is deployed
along the west bank of the Indus
away from the border from where
it does not threaten India.

‘Ihe planners are closely mon-

. itering the movement of hoth the

armoured brigades as well as the
ARS. If the ARS has to attack In-
dia, it will have to cross the Indus
at somie point. The location from
where it crosses the river will be
crucial as it will give away Pakis-
tan’s intentt of attacking either the
Rann of Kutch area, Rajasthan or
Punjab.

With the fresh deployment in
Kutch, Pakistan’s military strate-
gists could be planning to get ARS
to cross the Indus more (o the
north for an attack on Rajasthan
or Punjab.

Pakistan also has the Army Re-
serve North (ARN) which is larger
than the ARS. Both the strike
corps had moved [rom their bases
in Mangla-Kharian and Multan
areas shortly after the September
11 strikes and have not returned
ta their peace time locations.

Sources maintained the coun-
try is fully geared to counter the

fresh movement by Pakistani
troopssince it has already com-
p]eted its deployment.

No move to hfke
rentals: BSNL

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 8. The country’s |
dominant phone company, Bha-
rat  Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL}. today maintained that
there was no move to either hike
rentals or reduce the pulse rate to
compensate for the sharp cut in
STD rates which would come into
effect from Pongal. Company offi-
cials claimed that the BSNL had
neither a proposal nor had it con-
ceived any increase in monthly
rentals for corporate users. It was
also not planning to reduce the
duration of tocal call from t
minutes 1o two minutes.
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In

dia wants action

W‘“ to match words

Statmmmm o

NEW DELHIL, Jan, 8. - A day after
President Musharraf declared that Pakistan
had rejected terrorism and was examining
India’s -list of 20 terrorists, officials here
noted that there were no “substantive
exchanges™ in Kathmandu. Nor has there
been any lessening of the levels of military
nreparedness on either side.

India wants to see substantive action on
the ground, that it can independently verify,
to match Pakistan’s words that it is acting
against groups that organise and perpetrate
what the Prnme Minister called “mindiess
acts of violence against targets in India.

“Pakistan has not done anything to prove
its sincerity. There has been no action to
match their words,” official sources said.
“What kind of dialogue would be possible in
these circumstances?” seemed to be the
common refrain at all levels of government.

And on India’s pan, it is not merely to do
with provincial elections; there is a definite
sense pervading the Centre that the attack on
Parliament was the proverbial “last straw”,
leading to a hardening of attitudes like never
tefore. According to a senior official, “how
long will the credibility of the government
last if it keeps crying about our patience not
lasting forever 7" The pressure would be
maintained for as long as it takes till this
“menace” (of living with wanton acts of
terror on innocents) ends, the official added.

According to sources, the government has
conveyed to the British Prime Minister, Mr
Tony Blair, in the most unambiguous terms

that India was willing 1o hold talks on all
substantive issues between the two countries,
including that of Kashmir, “but not at the
point of a bullet.” *Terror,” Mr Jaswant Singh
said, “cannot be used as a pre-dialogue tool.”

That was the message Mr Blair had
conveyed to the leadership in Pakistan. while
reiterating his support for India in its

NEW DELHI, Jan. 8. ~The for
today dismissed teports of 4. meeting
between the Indian and Pakistani fmxgn
ministers.in Kathmandu for over anhdur:
- *“Theredsno'chatge in our position that

*no subistantive bilaterst talks wetz held-at:

any level” the ministry’s spekespemﬁn
said. - *The external affajss minister: has
denied it and so have I repeatedly,”:the-
spokesperson -added. The ministers: and
officials met, several times, “in the context.
of Sasrc, which is a mulnla_teral fotum™,:
The Prime Minister's principal secretary.-
said: “Civilities were emhanged, nathmg
more™. —-—SNS : :

struggle against terrorism.

Significantly, the visiting 1sraeli deputy
Prime Minister and foreign minister, Mr
Shimon Peres, has echoed the thinking of
New Delhi when he said that the fight
against terror “is not a luxury, it is not an
option, it is a must” for democracy and

freedom to survive.
Tatsh_e Mabammed tedae theaatonad tn

intensify its activities. “Our tdrgets now will
be the [ndian Air Force and Navy, besides
the Indian Army and paramilitary forces.”
the Jaish chief, Abu Hijrat, told a Srinagar-
hased news agency, Nafa. in a telephonic
interview, adds PTL. .

“The crackdown by the Puakistani
government on JeM and Lashkar-e-Taiyaba
will not make any difference as far as jihadi
organisations are concerned,” he said. “We
are silently watching the developments and
cannot comment on the happenings at the
moment,” Hitjat added.

Denying involvement in the attack on
Parliament and the J&K Assembly. Hirjat
disowned Ghazi Baba, a Pakistani who has
beer named as the mastermind behind the
attacks, “Baba is not a member of the JeM”
he said. He also claimed that Taish had
around 3,000 potential suicide bombers and
more than 12,000 militants.

Several suspects were arrested in J&K
today, as ultras werg planning mote attacks
on scnsitive targets, said security officials.
Security agencies have received reports suggs-
esting the crackdown on jihadi groups by
Pakistani authorities have demoralised mili-
tants here. They said precautions have been
taken to prevent violent incidents. “We are
trving to prevent traffic congestion. Militants
take advantage of it 1o lob grenades in which
mostly civilians become targets.” The sources
said “Pakistan’s crackdown on jihadis has had
no impact on the ground so far. We are
witnessing no change in the situation.”

Pak strike corps moves close 10 border:
page 2

THE STATESMAN
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Paklstan
exammmg
list of 20,

ISLAMABAD, Jan. 7. — General Pervez
Musharraf today said he would scon
unveil a plan to deal with extremism and
terrorism in the country and was analysing
the list of 20 criminals and terrorists
wanted by India.

He also said Pakistan had rejected
terrorism in afl its forms. “Pakistan Tejects
terrorism in all its forms and. mani-
festations and has fully cooperated with
the mternaquql coalition in that spirit.”

At a press gonference with Mr Tony
Biair, the Pakistani President said: “We've
a wholesome glan to check militancy from
our society: »Ghecking extremism and
bnngmg balanee and tolerance within our
society.” He claimed he was implementing
the plan from 14 August when two secta-
rian groups were banned. Two more
militant groups under observation.

“We are taking steps... bring some
degree of normalcy and balance by intro-
ducing a tolerant society, checking mili-
tancy within our society... All that is being
addressed and a final decision will be
ziven when I address the. nation in a few
days time.”

Did he discuss with Mr Blair the list of
20 criminals? Gen Musharraf said: “Yes,
we did talk about the list of names. Let me
say that we haven’t fully analysed or gone
into the details...”

He said Pakistan wanied dialogue with
India “in pursuit of peace and harmony”,
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By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHY. JAN. 7. A day after an informal inter-
action between the Prime Minister. Atal Beha-
ri Vajpavee, and the Pakistani President,
Pervez Musharraf, at Kathmandu, india today
ruled out an carly dialogue with Pakistan,

India’s reluctence 10 gu in for talks was Tor-
malised after a two-hour meeting of the Cabi-
nel Committee on Security (CCH). India cited
the dissatisfaction at the steps laken by Pakis-
tan w0 counter (erroTism ds Lthe basis of its
decision. “Where is the guestion of dialogue

when th;-re s 110 change in the attitude (of

Pakistan),” the Lxternal Affairs Minister, fas-
warnt Smg,h. said after the meeting chaired by
the Prime Minister,

By rejecting (alks, India is signailing to the
international community that il should con-
linue 10 impose pressure on Pakisian on ter-
rorism, analysts here said.

Blair contacts Bush

Significantly. India has adopied this posi-
tion when the British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, is touring the subcontinent, apparently
to help defuse military tension benwveen New
Deelhi and Lslamabad. Mr. Blair. who was in
the capital on Sunday, had unambiguously

advoraled ghe resurnplion ol an Indo-Pak.
dialogucafter the threat of wrrerism cnded.

According to an agency report. Mr. Blair last
night also spoke (o the U5, President, George
Bush, after holding talks with Mr, Vajpavee,

Mr. Singh today praised Mr, Blair for his
forthrightness, but signalled that prospects of
early negotiations with Pakistan were dim, de-
spite interaction, on several occasions, with
his counterpart, Abdul Sattar, in Kathmandu.

The view in official circles on the Pakistani
crackdown is (hat Islamabad has not done
enough to put pressure on terrorists involved
in Kashmir. After the detention of the chiefs of
the parent organisation of the Lashkar-e-1ai-
ba and the Jaish-e-Mohammad, most of those
arrested in Pakistan belonged (o the Sipah-e-
Sabah. This group spearheads a violent anti-
Shia campaign in Pakistan. Government
solvces said.

Not surprisingly, Mr. Singh accused Pakis-
tan of double standards in its approach to ter-
rorism, “They do continue to maintain a very
different approach when it was a matter of
Western interest or Afghanistan and a differ-
ent approach when it comes to the question of
India or Jammu and Kashmir.” This, Mr.
Singh, was “not acceptable.” “You cannot
have one atlitude towards terrorism to west of
Pakistan and altogether a different attitude w
cast of Pakistan.” Pakistan's attitude towards
lerrorism, Mr. Singh sald, was “regrettable™.

He rejecied the Pakistani assertion that In-

‘ATTITUDE OF ISLAMABAD HAS NOT CHANGED’

Jaswant rules out early ;-
dialogue with Pakistan

—F

[

Ju

dia had not shared any evidence with it abour
20 terrotists against whom it had sought ac-
tion. Apart from proof provided by India, the
Interpol had sounded a red alert against sever-
al individuals in this list. he added.

According to sources, once the red alert no-
tice is issuted, It Is mandatory for any countiv,
including Pakistan, to detain the accused who
may be present on its soil. Besides. Pakistan
can hand over terrorists to India on the basis
of an agreement on “fugitives ol tercor’” that
was sighed between the Central Bureuu of In-
vestigation and Pakistan’s Federal Investiga-
tion Agency in May 14989,

Interpol, the sources added, had issued red
corner notices against all the five accused for
hijacking the indian Airlines plane in Decem-
ber 1999, Such a notice had also been issued
for Ranjit Singh, alias ‘Neeta' accused of being
imvalved in terrorist activities in Jammu,

‘Border tense’

The Indo-Pak. border coniinues to remain
iense, Mr. Singh said. tle confirmed that a
Pakistani Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAVY had
been shot down. [ts wreckage, however, fell on
the Pakistani side of the Line of Conrrol. He
also clarified thar an Indian UAV had also
crashed duc to a technical snag. Both India
and Pakistan use UJAVs, mainly for detecting
troop build-ups on either side of the horder.

R
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Blair talks toug
in Islamabad

HT Correspondent
Islamabad, Jonuary 7

BRITAIN TONIGHT told Pak-
istan there could be no justifica-
tion for the terrorist attacks on
the Indian Parliament and asked
Islamabad to create circum-
stances for the resumption of
dialogue with New Delhi to find
political solutions to all out-
standing issues, including
Jammu and Kashmir.

“I don't believe that there can

any justification for the Octo-
ber 1 and December 13 terrorist
attacks” on the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly and Parlia-
ment,” the British Prime Minis-
ter said addressing a joint press
conference with President Per-
vez Musharraf. “The General has
assured me that he won't no
group will be allowed to sponsor
terrorism from Pakistani seil,”
Blair said.

The UK Prime Minister, who
flew in from New Delhi today,
said Pakistan should take action
against the five groups invalved
in acts of terrorism, however
strong their cause may be.

He said Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was willing to
have dialogue on all issues with
Islamabad, but only if there was
peace and tranguility.

Musharraf, though, kept up
his anti-India tirade accusing
accusing New Delhi of making
belligerent statements which
were fuelling tension,

Recalling his chat with Vajpay-

Imd

BLAIR GOES TO PAK
 ONRAFPLANE

Tony Blair and his wife
Cherie chose to travel to
Islamabad by a Royal Air
Force aircraft for "security
reasons’. They were accom-
panied by commandos. Blair
left by the RAF battle-green
C-130 Hercules Bomber. An
RAF official said Blair
- would "travel like a para-
commando and there was no
comfort” in this aircraft.
Blair returns to Delhi on
Tuesday and departs by A

British Airways plane.
HTC, New Delhi

ee in Kathmandu, Musharraf
said it was “useful” and added if
this hadn't worsened the tension
between the two countries, it had-
n't escalated it either. He said Vaj-
payee had raised India’s list of 20
offenders with him yesterday.
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A The recipient of the handshake did

! ual, and may not be a western prac-

M ad AR 4N A R & ma s om ..

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News Network
WASHINGTON: It was The Handshake of modern
sub-contincital history. Bur it fell well short of being
The Historic Handshake.

In the long and “shaky™ history of famous hand-
shakes, General Pervez Musharraf’s clasping of Prime
Minister Vajpayee's palm Jocks destined to be a mere
footnote in the chronicle of tensions between the
countries they lead. Missing from the televised specta-
cle was the most crucial element that
makes the handshake a gesture o
peace and friendship. Trust.

E

not believe the initiator was genuine

in his offering of peace. Peace as he,

the recipient, desired it.
Handshaking itself is an ancient rit-

tice as is commonly believed. i

Histarian Charles Panati says hand- A.B. Vajpayee
shakes have been reported as long ago as 2800 BC in
Egypt. Other scholars says the first shake on record
occurred after the Battle of Hastings in 1066. What is
commonly agreed though is that the handshake was
primarily meant as a gesture by warriors to show that
they were unarmed and were not carrying weapons
{hence the use of the right hand. since it is the natural
or preferred hand).

Given Musharraf’s soldierly past, the handshake —
rather than the sub-continental salaam or namaste —

“Musharraf’s offer of hand_.,,
to PM is no great shakes

was the ideal greeting. But then, he isalso a former
commando, with the hand itself capable of being used
as a weapon. In any event, Vajpavee took the prof-
fered hand but wanted proof of a change of heart to
go with the gesturc.

American mandarins place greal emphasis on his-
toric handshakes and diligently record them. Among
the most famous modern handshakes are those
between Nixon and Chou en-Lai, Sadat and Begin,
Rabin and Arafat. Indians, too, made quite a song and
dance about the extended handshake
between Rajiv Gandhi and Deng
Tsio-Ping in 1988 Many such hand-
shakes have led to detente but not
definitive peace.

Body language experts count five
basic types of handshakes.

: First, there is the Knuckle Cruncher.
: This type of persen is earnest but nerv-

- i ous. While meaning to convey warmth
LEBEDE® through a tight grip of your hand, he or
she only succeeds in causing pain. Then there is his
opposite number —the Dead Fish Handshaker who
places a hmp, lifeless hand in yours. While the Knuckle
Cruncher hurts you, at least you feel there is somc
desire to express a real feeling. But the Dead Fish
Handshaker gives the impression of being unenthusias-
tic and having a lackluster personality.

There is also the Pumper — the overeager beaver,
who Is insecure, anxious to pleasc, and doesn’t know
when to stop.

A
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— Sailendra Maf (Report on Kolkata Plus, page 1}

tl%gyg in Indo-Pak ties

/ﬁswant: No

WEW DELHI. Jan. 7. — Despite
the handshake between Mr Atal
Behari Vajpavee and General
Pervez Musharraf in Kathmandu
and some reports of a thaw in the
Indo-Pak relations, there was no
indication of any improvernent in
the ties. The foreign minister has
made it clear that “Pakistan’s at-
titude has not changed.”

“Where is the question of a,

dialogue when theve is no change
in attitude? What's it in the air
and soil of Pakistan that ailows

terrorists shelter and the Paki-
stan government can’l do any-
thing about it?” Mr Jaswant
Singh said after a meeting of the

Cabinet Committee of Security.

He said he had met his Pakis-
tani counterpart, Mr" Abdui Sat-
tar, at least six times during in
Kathmandu, but there were “no
substantive discussions™.

The foreign ministry spokes-
person, too, denied there was
any movement towards normali-
sation of relations. “T won’t put it
that way, The Prime Minister has
explained where we stand.”

She ﬁ"d/ New Delhi now

awaijls action by Islamabad aga-
inst cross-barder terrorism, and
an open denunciation of terror-
ism and freezing of assets of ter-
rorist organisations by Pakistan.

If there is any evidence of soft-
ening of New Delhi's stand, it’s
the willingness for patience. For,
India senses Pakistan needs time
to take necessary actions, Offi-
cials speak of another round of
diplomatic actions if Pakistan
fails to act. ‘

Mr Singh spoke of Pakistan's
double stand on terrorism. “Th-
ere’s one attitude towards terror-
ism on its western border and

one towards its eastern border.”

Mr Singh satisfied with the
statements made by the UK
Prime Minister on the: Indo-Pak
issue. Mr Tony Blair's stalements
on terrorism, he said. were di-
rect. For the first tirne, he said.
Britain would support India's
candidature for a permanent
seat in the UN Securitv Council.

India 1oday rejected Pakistan’s
cail to ease military build-up vn
the border, PTY adds from Ban-
galore. "We are noi”. My George
Fernandes said when asked
whether India would pull back
troops from the border.
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/f\,w BIP for ‘progressive ,»
disengagement’ to isolate Pak.

. "progressive

By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. The Bharatiya Janata Party favours
disengagement”  with  Pakistan
through a fresh diplomatic offensive designed to

“ further isofate Pakistan internationally and expose
the i51-hand in terrorist attacks in (ndia.

There was also more than a broad hint that per-
haps it would be difficult tor India 1o do business
with Gen. Pervez Musharraf at the helm of affairs in
Pakistan. The kind ot change in arttitude that India
was looking for may become peossible only when a
“truly democratic regime” is set up in Pakistan and
is able to “dismantie the ISI-terrorist network,” the
party spokesperson, Sunil Shastri, said today.

The party seems inclined to support all steps
short of declaration of war, and if there are no signs
of change in the attitude of Pakistan, the mood sug-
gests that it would not hesitate to support a call for
war. The Union Home Minister, L.K. Advani, clearly
hinted at this when he stated today that the battle

 against terrorism had entered a “'decisive stage.”” At
i the party office, several party leaders were in favour

of the matter being “dinched” to India's satisfac-
tion.

Mr. Shastri made it clear that, at the moment, the
atmosphere was not at all conducive for talks with
the Pakistan President.

Spelling out the kind of fresh diplomatic offensive
India could take, the convener of the party’s foreign
affairs cell, Surendra Arora, pointed out that recent-
ly India had forced the halving of the strength of the

embassy and consulate staff in both the countries. "
“T'his could be further reduced.” He favoured curbs |

on visits by Pakistani nationals, perhaps even stop-

ping these altogether in the light of the fact that on |

more than one occasion Pakistani nationals bad en-
gaged in terrorist activities.

What happened at the SAARC meeting in Kath-
mandu was further proof for the BJP that Pakistan
unashamedly continued to see violent incidents in
Jammu and Kashmir as episodes which were part of

i

a “freedom struggle.” Mr. Shastri said Gen. Mushar-
raf had “brazenly” mentioned this in his speech
and had totally failed to take note of the menace ot |
terrorism. Terrorism was condemned by the SAARC

declaration signed by all seven countries, including
Pakistan, but Gen. Musharraf sang a different tune
in his speech.

it seems that the BIP has left behind all the hype
of the great peace initiatives of the Vajpayee Gov-
emment — the bus ride to Lahore and the invitation
for the Agra summit, Party leaders now freely admit
that those initiatives had been a mistake (except
that they helped to establish India's desire for peace

and friendship with Pakistan). The new insight is |

that meaningful talks with Gen. Musharraf are not

possible,

A thaw in the relationship would have to wait for
the return of democracy to Pakistan. Some would
see in this the Benazir Bhutto effect — it was not for
nothing that she recently paid a high profile visit to
India and met all who mattered, including the
Prime Minisier.

THE HINDUL
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THE PRIML MINISTER of the United Kingdom,
Tony Blair, may have hoped to exert a “‘calming
influence” on India and Pakistan so as to en-
courage them to pull back from the brink In their
latest confrontation. Yet, as Mr. Blair completed
his talks with India's leaders in New Delhi, it
became clear that he settled for the role of a
diplomatic interlocuter on anti-terror issues. In
the event, it was not entirely India’s understan-
dable sensitivity to Mr. Blair’s offer of a “calming
influence” that limited his role-play. His com-
ments at the conclusion of talks with the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, in New Delhi on
Sunday showed that Britain appreciated the
massive magnitude of India’s revitlsion to a pat-
tern of terrorist attacks on its people and in-
stitutipns from groups with links to Pakistan in
one form or the other. Given the enormous com-
plexity of such “cross-border terrorism’, Mr.
Blair indicated that he would call upon Pakistan
to end support to any form of anti-India terror-
ism. The message that he conveyed to the in-
ternational media was that he might engage
Pakistan in the context of India's concerns. Ac-
cording to him, India couid move towards “'a
meaningful dialogue” with Pakistan “provided
the threat of terrorism was lifted”’. This certainly
translates into a robust statement of support
from Mr. Blair for the Vajpayee administration's
present stance on the question of resuming for-
mal talks with Pakistan. This does not, however,
seem to mark a definitive departure from the
coordinated appeals by the United States and
the United Kingdom to both New Delhi and Isla-
mabad to exercise restraint and resume talks in
the present context of India’s anger over the ter-
rorist puirage against its parliamentary democ-
racy.

Now, the Vajpayee adininistration will cer-
rainly be well advised to resume the formal dia-
lugue with Pakistan in the latest countext of a
cordial interaction between the two sides to-

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2002

AN ANTI-TERROR DIALOGUE

4

W

wards the conclusion of the South Asian surnmii
in Kathmandu on Sunday. Of relevance to this
new situation is Mr. Blair's espousal of inrerna-
tional goodwill for India as evident in his cate-
gorical diplomacy of making comimon cause
with New Delhi in denouncing terrorism in all its
forms. Not surprisingly, the latest “"New Delhi
Declaration™ that Mr. Blair and Mr. Vajpayce
have issued is replete with references to the
common commitment of the two countries 1o
counter terrorism. Besides the pledge to uphold
the U.N. Security Council's Resolution 1373,
which outlines the latest international law on
meeting the globalised terrorist challenge, india
and Britain have now agreed upon a mechanism
for joint training in this sensitive field. Given
London's record of some proactive action
against terrorist groups such as the Lashkar-¢-
Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammad, both of im-
mense concern to New Delhi, the new Indo-Brit-
ish Declaration does not ring hollow. India and
the UK. can boast of a certain track record, too,
about cooperation in formulating extradirion

laws. “D/]D q ]

The political cenirepiece of the Indo-British
Declaration extends beyond the anti-terror
spectrum. By acknowledging that India is a nat-
ural contender for the position of a permanent
member in the United Nations Security Coutcil,
the 1J.K. seems to have given a gentle thrust to
New Delhi's legitimate aspirations for a role in
shaping the global political order. The “New
Delhi Declaration”, which reads in part like a
routing joint communique, is notable for the
emphasis on how India and the U.K. can engage
each other within the framework of the World
Trade Organisation so as to address the concerns

of the developing bloc. Some specific aspects of

Indo-British bilateral economic collaboration,

spelt out in the Declaration, complete a pictur
of two seriously engaged democracies. /

QHE HINDU
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/o Pak. UAV shot d\c/)/vvrg,ﬁ;

By Shujaat Bukhari

JAMMU, JAN. 6. A Pakistani
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)
was shot down by the Army in
Poonch sector when it entered
Indian territory on Sunday
evening, The troops fired anti-
aircraft guns and shot it down.

Soon after, there was intense
firing from the Pakistani side
and the exchange continued for
a long time. Defence sources
claimed that heavy casualties
were inflicted on the Pakistani
side and according to an
estimate, at least 15 Pakistan
soldiers were killed.

This is the first time Pakistan
has sent a UAV since tension
between the two countries
heightened after the December
13 attack on Parliament.

Meanwhile, in the Uri sector,
Pakistani troops resorted to
heavy shelling and firing

throughout the day. Defence
sources said India retaliated.

UNI, PTI report:

The wreckage of the UAV has
not been found and it is
believed that the debris could
have fallen in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK).

While defence sources in New
Delhi confirmed the shooting
down of the UAV, a Northern
Command spokesperson said
he was not aware of the
incident. Other authorities in
Jammu were aiso unable to
confirm the incident
immediately.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Farcog
Abdullah, said actually two
unmanned planes had intruded.
The first ransgressed eight km.
inside the Indian territory at
around 2 p.m. and the other at
3.15 p.m. While one plane was

shot down, the othér went back
unharmed.

Meanwhile, a Pilotless
Remote-controlled Vehicle
(PRV) of India crashed in
Chatta, 10 km from Jammu,
following a technical snag
shortly after take-off this
evening, official sources said.
B. Muralidhar Reddy
reports from Islamabad:

Pakistan tonight denied thai
the Indian security forces shot
down one of its UAVs in
Poonch sector along the Line of
Control (LoC). The state-rumnr
news agency, Associated Press
of Pakistan, quoted a defence
spokesperson as saying that
“no such incident has occurred
along the LoC.” It said that
only an Indian UAV had
crashed in the Jammu sector.
“The military officials of India
are indulging in baseless
propaganda to hide the loss.”
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‘Reject terror before

‘talks, Blair tells Pak

~rr
HT Correspondent }/\ v
Hyderabad, January 6

BACKING INDIA'S stand on ter-
rorism, British Premier Tony
Blair today said complete rejec-
tion of terrorism is a pre-condi-
tion for any dialogue to begin
between India and Pakistan.

“Evervbody wants to see the
sitnation brought under control
and a proper dialogue (between
India and Pakistan) can begin.
But, I will like to say that the
starting point for any dialogue
has to be complete and total
rejection of terrorist attack,”
Blair said.

Talking to media persons after
inaugurating the British Govern-
ment-funded Centre for Good
Governance (CGG) here, the
British premier condemned the
terrorist attacks on the Parlia-
ment and the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly. “I would like to
make it clear that there have to
be very clear rules in this situa-
tion and most important is that
there cannot be any support for
terrorist acts which have
accurred over past few months.”

Un what ae hoped to achieve in
his talks with Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Blair said,
“obviously. it is very important to
have talks with the Prime Minis-
ter. I will be able to teil you some-
thing more after the meeting.”

“We once again clearly state
our total and absolute rejection
of terrorism. There is no doubt
or dispute abotit that.”
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TONY BLAIR was speechless for a
moment when he was welcomed as
“Stany Blair” by a teacher at the Girls’
Primary School at Vattem village in
Mahboobnagar district on Sunday.
The school with 219 students, most of
who belong to the weaker sections of
the saciety, is funded by the British
Government’s Department for Inter-
national Development. The teacher,
who.was selected to greet Blair, aiso
fumbled after saying "Pradhanmantri”
— she apparently did not know which
country’s prime minister he was.
Many students whao interacted
with Blair either got his name wrong
or did not know where he was from.
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu,
who translated the students’ Telugu
remarks for the visiting dignitary,
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often had to make up for them.

Meanwhile, the Opposition parties
here are unhappy with Blair, The
Naidu Government spent crores of
rupees on re-laying the roads and
other development works under the
pretext of the VIP visit. The Opposi-
tion feels all this will help the TDP-
BJP combine in the palls for the
Hyderabad municipal pofls later this
month.

Some Opposition leaders even
called an the municipal commission-
er P K Mohanty to compjain about the
violation of poll code. But he pleaded
helplessness saying he could do little
as the roads came under Mational
Highways and not the State Aoads
and Buildings Department,

HTC, Hyderabad

Blair also clarified his earlier

remark that Pakistan had a

“strong” position on Kashmir,
saving: “I was simply pointing
out that people can have their
views but whatever views they
have should be pursued legiti-
mately and democratically” Yes-
terday, the BJP and the Congress
had both criticised Blair for the
remark. Earlier, Blair, accompa-
nied by his wife Cherie and a
high-level delegation, arrived
here from Bangalore on a four-
hour visit.

Naidu, who always tries to
upstage his Karnataka counter-
part, was sutccessful once again.

Though not too happy that Blair
spent 38 hours in Bangalore
while curtailing his Hyderabad
visit from eight hours te four,
Naidu managed to squeeze in a
20-minute one-to-one meeting
with Blair, which Krishna could
not do. Emerging from the meet-
ing, Blair spoke warmly about
“enormous progress” being made
in Andhra Pradesh in poverty
eradication and education.

Describing his Government’s
partnership with the State as
“genuine and long-lasting,” he
satd, “we are also pariners in
programmes for health and edu-
cation”,
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"THE ‘INFORMAL MEETING' that the leaders of
India and Pakistan have engaged in with a flour-
. ish of statesmanship during the latest South
- Asian summit in Kathmandu assumes a salience
" beyond the compulsions of their proximity poli-
_tics within a multilateral forum. The two as-
sessed each other's mood, however briefly. Yet,
this extraordinary sense of coexistence in to-
day’s climate of a frosty chill on the bilateral
front underlines the need for a quick resump-
. tion of dialogue with a definitive focus on the
prime issues of mutual concern. At the inaugu-
* ral session of the sumunit, Pakistan’s President,
" Pervez Musharraf, extended his hand to the
. Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, in a ges-
ture of “'genuine and sincere friendship”. Whiie
‘Mr. Vajpayee was not found wanting in reci-
procating the symbolic move with a wry but
ready smile, the two leaders later signalled a
~ sense of bilateral fellowship too by outlining a
pledge of evocative sentiments against “terrar-
ism in all its forms and manifestations”. In a
. sense, the issue of terrorism is the most intrac-
‘table aspect of the latest surge of highty emotive
.tensions between India and Pakistan at this
point of time. It is immensely significant, there-
- fore, that the leaders of India and Pakistan have
- now found it possible to agree to an anti-terrar
. formulation, albeit only in conjunction with the
- other South Asian Heads of State or Govern-
" ment. While the leaders of the South Asian Asso-
_ clation far Regional Cooperation (SAARC) can
~ .certainly heave a sigh of relief that they have
. collectively weathered the initial India-Pakistan
. showdown over the terror issue, the associ-
- ation’s primary agenda of economic coopera-
tion stil remains caught in its own web of
- political fauit lines.
By any standard of dipiomacy, the SAARC’s

-, finest hour at this summit was the release of the

collective declaration that enshrined the ex-
pressed political will of all the member states to
“redouble efforts" to “prevent and suppress ter-
rori}*,m”. For this, the UN. Security Council’s

MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2002

RESUME THE DIALOGUE -7

Resolution 1373, a comptehensive corppendi-
um of do’s and don’ts designed to eradicate all
forms of terrorism, is cited as the touchstone.
With this deed done at the conclusion of the
summit on Sunday, the SAARC should now be-
gin (o move beyond such symbolism, however
salient this itself might be. On a different yet
related plane, it appears that India and Pakistan
have also begun to move away from the conse-
quences of the Vajpayee-Musharraf staredown
over the question of terrorism that was raised
during the initial stages of the Kathmandu con-
ference. To set the stage for a truly new begin-
ning on the India-Pakistan front, the two sides
must make the most of the new expectations
that they seem to have ‘r\éilsed about each other.

. /} M

Outwardly, con%antious indeed was Gen.
Musharrafs initial call for a fine distinction be-
tween “'legitimate resistance and freedom strug-
gles” on one side and “terrorism’ on the other.
However, he has subsequently pledged adher-
ence to the U.N, Resolution 1373, which obvi-
ously prohibits the viclent and terroristic
pursuits of even some arguably political aspira-
tions such as those relating 1o resistance or free-
dom struggles. Viewed in this perspective, the
untenability of Gen. Musharraf’s original plea,
especially so under the new norms of interna-
tional law, should not slow down any movement
towards an India-Pakistan rapprochement. °
There should be no siiding back in the specific |
context of the short yet promising meeting that !
Mr. Vajpayee and Gen. Musharraf held in the
presence of the other SAARC jeaders as the con-
ference drew to a close, In any case, Mr. Vaj-
payee has left the global community in no doubt
whatsoever that India expects Pakistan to match -
its gestures of friendship with genuine action. It
is, therefore, time for India and Pakistan 1@
move on towards a purposive resumapiion of
their dialogue. First, the two Foreign Ministers |
can perh/ajs meet as early as possibie for formati
talks.

THE HINDU



/PERVEZ PAID A COURTESY VISIT, SAYS INDIA  Pak plane

Musharraf call .o

breaks no ice

SNS and Agencies

RATHMANDLU, Jan. 6. — The
Indo-Pak standotf did manage to
upstage Saarc, ufter Wil

The  Pakistani President,
appearing reasonable and even
conciliatory, managed to steal
the spetlight from what should
have been the Saarc’s moment in
the sun — the adoption of the
Kathmandu Declaration.

Perhaps. for the first time
since the standoff between the
two countries intensified (o near-
snapping point. General Pervez
Musharraf made the connection
between what his efforts to curb
terrorism and the eftects itll
have not just on militaney in
Pakistan. but also ouside the
COUTLEY:

Highlighting the fact that his
government had begun moving
“towards control and eradicarion
of militancy and extremism in
Pakistani society since 14
August” (implying that his action
was not taken on US or any
other external pressure post-

September 11). Gen Musharraf

sidd the “world should 1ake
note™ of it. “We've done u lot,
and we'll ke doing more in our
own Rational mterest.” he said

o summit that las alreads
sprung o fow surprises. there was

Paes, Bhupathi win
Tata Open title

CHENNAL, Jan. & — Leandar
Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi
beat the Czech pair ot Tomas
Cibulec and Ota Fukarek 5-7,
6-2, 7-5 to lift the doubles title
in the Tata Open Tennis
Championship. — PT1,

Details on page 8

Murali sets record

KANDY, Jan. 8. — Sri Larkan
off-spinner Muttiah Muralitharan
today set a world record by
achieving 10-wicket hauls in
Test maiches after capiuring
the scalp of Zimbabwe's Trevor
Gripper. He broke Hadlee's
effort of nine 10-wicket match
hauls. — Reuters

Details on page 8

Media entry banned

FEROZEPUR, Jan. 8. — Print
and electronic media persans
have been banned from ente-
ring Army units and places of
troops deployment in the district
fram today. The order will be in
force fill 5 March. — PTH

Puk arrests 42 yliras

ISLAMABAD., Jan. 8. — Pakis-
tani forces arrested 42 militants
in Punjab province fast night.
— AP

¢!

Paper handover keeps all guessing

KATHMANDU, Jan. 6. — The Pakistan foreign minister, Mr
Abdul Sattar. today handed over a set papers to Mr Brajesh
Mishru, Prime Minister's principal secretary, at the Saarc summit

cancluding ceremony.

As Mr Sattar walked up to the podium to pose for photographs
with Suurc leaders, he gave the papers to Mr Mishra in ful}l media
clare and moved ahead. TV pictures showed the two discussing
some aspects of the contents of the paper.

General Pervez Musharraf pleaded ignorance about it, saying:
“The two might have exchanged notes on sher-o-shairi (poetry).”
A PMO official in Delhi, too, said nothing much should be read

inte it — UNI

very little happening o buck that
trend, The surprise package this
mOrning was a “courtesy call” —
us the Indian side chose to term
it — by Gen Musharraf at Mr
Vajpavess Annapurna suile in
Scaliee Hotel. While 1ndia chose
1 down play the presidential
visit. Pakistan wus quite upheat
ahout it

Mr Vajpavee ruled out any

“India and Pakistan are
neighbours. They've held talks in
the past.and they will hold talks
in the future also.”

While the Indian Prime
Minister refused to attach any
significance to the briel meeting,
Gen Musharraf said they had

talked on steps to defuse tension’

between the two countries, He
hoped that it would lead to

shot down

Agencies

JAMMU/ISLAMABAD. Jan, 6.
— Indian troops today shot
down one of the two unmanned
Pakistani spy aircraft that intru-
ded into the country’s airspace
m Poonch sector, Jammuo and
Kashmir, while one of India’s
Upmanned  Aerial  Vehicle
crashed near here,

The J&K chief minister, Dr
Farooq Abdullah. said the first
Pakistani  Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle intruded cight kilo-
metre  into the Indian sky
around 2 pm. and the other at
215 p.m.

While one of the planes went
back to Pakistan. the other was
was “engaged by the ground
forces™ and hit by the anii-
aireraft guns. The debris fell on
the Pakistan side of the Line of
Control. he said. The spy drone
hovéred for about 13 minutes
before it was fired upon by anti-

aireraft  batteries,  defence
sourcees said.
India’s  Pilotess  Remote-

cemtrotled vehicle crashed near
here because of a technical snag

immediate talks and made it
clear that there had been no
discussion  on steps  to de-
escalite the growing tension
bewween the two countries, "It
wits u courtesy call some
discussions  took  place. but
nothing much.”™ Mr Vijpayee
sand, He iold reporters that there
was no Cimmedinge plan™ for
Slaters! talks with  Pakistan,

formal talks in future.
had an informal interaction and
look forward to formalising it in
the future to defuse the tension
between the two countries,”
told a press conference later.

Asked if he considered this
meeting a “breakthrough™. Gen

Musharraf said: “Well, one

“We've  shortly after it took off this
evening, officials said.

A Pakistani Army spokesman
sai: ~They (Indian sccurity
forces) themselves have lost one
remotely-piloted vehicle, We
haven’t lost any aircraft. neither
have  we  wviolated  Indian
airspace. They lost one and just
1o coner 1L up they said

did it.”

he

wWe

Turn to page 3

General snubs India
on ultras’ extradition

Press Trust of India

KATHMANDU, lan. 6. — General Perver
Mushurral today rejected {ndia’s demand for
hunding over criminals and terrorists, such as the
Jush-o-Mohammed chiel Masood Azhar, and said
tinking the Kashmir issue with the attack on
Parliament caused “problems”.

“We o oare not into handing over anybody,
anywhere,” he told a press conference here in
reply to o question as to why Pakistan was not
handing over terrorists wanted for crimes in India,
and aking shelter in that country,

While conceding that terrorists acts, sectarian
and religious vielence and intolerancs were there
in Pakistan. he said he had initiated action against
~uch elements and wanted the world to support it
“But a problem arises when Kashmir is linked to
the Parliament attack.”

Maintaining that the attack on Parliament was a
terrorist act and that Pakistan strongly condemned
it. the Pakistani President said India had not
provided any evidence against those involved in
terrorist violence in India.

“If any Pakistani organisation or group is
involved in the attack on Parliament then I
suirantee that Pakistan will take action against
them.” Gen Musharraf said.

He said Kashmir should be “keft as an issue as
thers are fots ol mianees, We are ready 1o discuss
i Tt s 1 be taken in a wholesome context™.

He said the problem arises when Indian leaders
call it lerrorism while refering to what s

happening in Jammu and Kashmir.

On the question of tackling terrotism in
Pakistan, Gen Musharral said his country had
moved towards control of reduction in militancy
and extremism from Pakistani society.

When a questioner wanted to know what he had
discussed with his ~friend”™ Mr Vajpavee. he
thanked him for the remarks and said ~ [ eertainly
consider Mr Vajpayee as my friend and T fook
forward to very sincerely, humbly and genuinely
calling my friend now and in the future.”

On a formal dialogue, he said no dates have
been fixed “but [ hope it will oceur in the near
future”. Asked what was discussed in the informal

discussions hetween the wo sides, he said “Well™

we sat together™,

Gen Musharraf welcomed the TS move to <end
a special envoy to Indi and Pakistan, <aving a
mediator wus required as the teo countries could
not resolve their problems bifaterally.

Meanwhile, Gen Musharraf had an hour-long
stopover in Beijing on his way back home from
Kathmandu, his second in the past three days and
third in the last forthnight.

Asked about the Pakistani

hand in the

Kandahar hijacking episode. he said he didn't want
to react to “such rhetoric™ as it would only increase '

tensions between the two countries.

On pressure from the West. he said “Yes. there is
great pressure. They're telling hoth sides 1o talk and
defuse tension.” On the arrest of o Pakistani
embassy official on the eve of the Saare summit
here on charges ot dealing in fake Indian currency,
he said it was a mbmdgq_ against the summit.
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| //PM, Blair see eye-to-

Our Paolitical Bureau
NEW DELH! 6 JANUARY

ONY BLAIR spoke Delhi’s lan-
I guage against terrorism as
India and the UK, on Sunday,
stood on the same side of the fence
against the global scourge, The vis-
iting British Prime Minister, Mr
Tony Blair, comparing the Decem-
ber 13 attack to an attack on West-
minster, sent out a categorical mes-
sage to Pakistan. “Support for ter-
rorism must stop for political dia-
logue to start,” he said while walk-
ing out of a meeting with the Prime
Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpavee,
in New Delhi on Sunday.

“We reject arguments of those
who attempt to justify terrorism,
which, in all its forms. must be con-
demned unambiguously and erad-
icated wherever it exists,” Mr Blair
said, gladdening many Indian
hearts. The Delhi Declaration,
which Mr Blair described as
demonsirating the “strength and
vitality of the relationship between
modern India and  modern
Britain,” also focused on terrorism
and a joint resolve to fight “all
thuse who support terrorism and
finance terrorist activities.”

' SormariTy: British Prime Minister onlalr shakes
hands with Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
during his visit to New delhi on Sunday. - AP
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“We condemn all those who
support terrorism. Those that
finance, train or provide support
for terrorists also share their guilt,”
the declaration said. Mr Blair will
be leaving on Monday for Islam-

abad, but his statements in New
Delhi on Sunday will make it
impossible for him to endorse
Musharraf's argument to Jook into
the “causes of terrorism” and dis-
tinguishing between freedom fight-

ers in Kashmir and terrorists else-
where in the world. “We reject the
arguments of those who attempt to
justify terrorism, which in all its
forms must be condemned unam-
biguously and eradicated wherev-
er it exists,” the leaders said.

Mr Blair will be treated to Pak-
istan’s refusal to extradite terrorists
to India or even to take credible
steps to tackle terrorism. But what
he will be able to convey to Islam-
abad credibly encugh is India’s
determination to see this campaign
through. Firmness is India‘s defin-
ing policy and no matter of hand-
shakes and informal meetings
between Mr Vajpayee and Gen
Musharraf will prompt india 1o
climb down from its demands from
Fakistan. It is this resolve that Mr
Blair will be taking with him 1o
Islamabad on Monday.

However, though Mr Blair dis-
avowed a peace plan, he stressed
the importance of dialogue over the
military option, punctuaring it with
the staterment that the international
community sympathised with the
“anger in India.” “The internation-
al community wants that in the giv-
en drcumstances, political process
should take the place of violence,

FOR CONNOISSEURS OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL THEATRE
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1EYTOTISIN am emism,” he said.

Taking a page out of George
Bush’s statement which likened the
December 13 atrack with an attack
on the 1S Capitol, Mr Blair said the
attacks against India were deliber-
ate attempts 1o shatter the peace of
our people and to undermine
democratic values. Endorsing
India‘s stand thar it was ready to
talk on all outstanding issues with
Pakistan, Mr Blair, however, refased
1o go inio the delicate issues of evi-
dence and extradition.

Earlier, in an interview 1o a pri-
vate TV channel, Mr Blair rejected
any notion that he had come to
India and Pakistan with any peace
pian. However, he made it clear that
while the international communi-
ty will give Pakistan the necessary
breathing space by not labelling it
a terrorist state fust yet, Islamabad
had to take substantive steps to
tackle terrorist groups within Pak-
istan. “If there are terrorist organ-
isations operating in any country,
then action has to be taken against
them..... because terrorism is not
just an act of violence.... it sets a
course of a trail of events that make
it impossible ro actually hold a dia-
logue or push people apart.”

Lashkar’s
new chief is
a Pakistani

Jammu

Pak refuses to take action
on India’s wanted list

Islamabad

6 JANUARY

HE NEW chief of the Lashkar-

e-Toiba terrorist group is a
Pakistani of Kashmiri origin and
operates from the town of
Bahawalpur, intelligence officials
here said. After Abdul Wahid
Kashmiri was designated the
chief of Lashkar following the
arrest of leader Hafeez Syed by
Islamabad, intelligence agencies
could find little on him in their
records. Wahid was apparently
appointed the new head to give
a Kashmiri image to the group
and help Pakistan avoid draw-
ing turther flak from the US for
harbouring terrorists.

Pakistani police arrested Syed
under pressure from the US,
which has banned Lashkar-e-Toi-
ba and Jjaish-e-Mohammad —
the two groups India blames for
. the December attack on Parlia-
| ment. Intelligence sources said
Wahid was operating from
Bahawalpur in tandem with oth-
er top leaders, including Abul
Ubaid, Abu Usman and Abul
Thalla, Usman is the overall in-
charge of the military operations
of the group. He looks after oper-
ations in the Jammu region and
Abu Thalla in Kashmir, they said.
“We den’t think there is any
change,” a senior officer said
when asked how the leadership
change in Lashkar would impact
its functioning. He said Lashkar
was the creation of Sved and he
would not give up conirol so eas-
ity. “The leadership change is a
ploy,” he said. —IANS

& JANUARY

O ACTION can be raken
Nagainst the 20 terrorists and
criminals India says live in
Pakistan because 19 of them are
nen-Pakistanis and Islamabad does
not know their whereabouts, a
senior Pakistani official said ont Sun-
day. “We have given cur reply in
response to the list handed over by
India to the Pakistan High Com-
miission in New Delhi last week,” a
senior government official said.
According to the official, the list
provided by India contained the
name of onty one Pakistani, while
the “rest are either Indians or have
some nationality other than Pak-
istani.” The list, made available to
IANS here, does not contain the
name of former Lashker-e-Tolba
chief Hafeez Muhammad Syed.
India has accused him of being
involved in the December 13 artack
on the Indian Parliament.
Islamabad claims the only Pak-

istani on the list was Jaish-e-
Mohammad chief Masood Azhar.
The 19 others demanded by India
are Dawood Ilbrahim, Ather
Ibrahim, Shakil Thrahim alias Chho-
ta Shakil, Mamoon ibrahim, Zahur
Ibrahim, Paranjit Singh Paojawar,
Gajinder Singh, Ranjeet Singh,

Lakhbir Singh, Wadhwa Singh,
Ayub Memon, Aizaz Pathan, Syed
Abdul Karim, Shakir Muhammad,
Azhar Yusuf, Sved Shahid Akhrar,
Mohammad Yusut Shah, Ishag Ata
Hussain and Saghir Sabir Ali.

Dawood Tbrahim, an alleged
underworld don, is wanted for the
serial terrorist bombings in Mum-
bat in 1993 that killed about 300
people. Maay others on the list are
Sikh separatists. While Pakistan has
said that the whereabouts of the 19
accused were not known, it has also
declined 1o hand over Masood
Azhar, saying it cannot take such
action without evidence.

Azhar has been detained for
violating Pakistani Jaws and not
because his name was on the Indi-
an list, the official said. “There is
no substantiated evidence on the
basis ¢f which the Indian govern-
ment cant demand his extradition,”
the official said. Besides, the offi-
cial said it was more of a legal issue
because Pakistan and India had no
extradition treaty. — IANS
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US unlikely to send envoy
to solve Indo-Pak contflict

Qur Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 6 JANUARY

UCH AS General
Musharraf would like to
see a US special envoy

visit South Asia to solve its prob-
lems, he is unlikely to have the
pleasure. India being resolutely
opposed 1o having any envoy from
a third country in the region, the
US is more likely than not o ge
along with New Delhi’s wishes.

This is a game played out
between India and Pakistan peri-
odically. and like every Pakistani
head of government before him,
Mr Musharraf would like nothing
betrer than to breach the iron cur-
tain of “no third party” in his deal-
ings with India.

Therefore, predictably wel-
coming reports of a US special
envoy to the region, Mr Mushar-

Y

raf said on Sunday that a mediator
was required for the two countries
because they could not be trusted
1o solve their own problems. “You
call it third party or mediator or
facilitation. There is a requirement
of the involvement of some other
party which can facilitate the
resolving of what I call the conflict
between India and Pakistan.”
Foreign minister Jaswant Singh,

on Saturday, encapsulated the tra-
ditional Indian position by dis-
missing the need for a special
envey. India has refused envoys
on peace missions in the past and
as in 1998, such envoys invariably
find it impuossible to get inte this
country. This was the fate of Kofi
Annan’s special envoy to India and
Pakistan after the nuclear tests and

it is unlikely that the US will want
to undertake a mission withceur the
express endorsement of New Del-
hi. Mere reports of Tony Blair com-
ing here on a “peace mission” with
a “peace plan” had to be denied by
no less than foreign secretary Jack
Straw because of India’s known
opposition to such moves.

The speculation gained ground
after US secretary of state Colin
Powell said they would take a “hard
look” at sending an envoy here,
depending on the outcome of the
Saar¢ summit. The names of
Richard Armitage and Richard
Haass have been doing the rounds
as possible candidates. India would

rather the US continued with its |

policy of pressuring Mr Musharraf
and Saturday’s statement by Mr
Powell that Mr Musharraf “would
have 1o do more” has gone down
well with the Indian government.

Pak militant
arrests fail to
move India

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 6 JANUARY

OTWITHSTANDING THE

wave of arrests and raids on
militant groups in Pakistan, the
open display of action by the
Musharraf regime has only
added to the Tndian distrust fo}-
lowing reports that key figures
have eluded the crackdown and
two top frerrorists, Maulana
Masood Azhar and Hafiz
Mohammed Saeed. who were
supposed 1o have been arrested.
were being housed in five-star
guesthouses.

According to a Sunday Tele-
graph report, Saced, who is the
Lashkar-e-Taiba chief and Azhar,
who  heads the Jaish-e-
Mohammed, are being held in
“relatively comiortable govern-
ment run premises,” which are
neither police stations nor a
prison. The two leaders figure in
the list of 20 wanted terrorists
forwarded by India to Pakistan,
The Jaish chief is also the key
conspirator in the December 13
attack on the Partiament. The
report also revealed that leading
militant factions as well as their
senior feadership were tipped off

about impending raids by
authorities in advance, enabling
them to make good their escape.

The report said, before the
raids took place, the jehadi sup-
porters of the militant outfits
were able to empty office premis-
es in Karacht and other places.
‘ They also replaced signboards
soliciting recraitment of voung
jehadis and removed all docu-
ments from the premises before
the raids. The outfits had also
l been allowed to withdraw most

of their money from Pakistani
banks, before it was decided to
! freeze their accounis.

Analysts said this showed
that the Musharaf establishment
had made an attempt to stage a
crackdown as part of its diplo-
matic maves, because of inter-
national pressure, 1o give the
impression that it was taking
steps in accordance with its new
status as a member of the coali-
tion against terrorism.

—
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Drama

unfolds
on and

off stage

FROM ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

Kathmandu, Jan. 5: Lights,

camera, action, The actors were

ready on the stage. The audience

waited with bated breath for the
lay tostart.

The audience watched, but
notonly at the international con-
vention centre here where the
Saarc summit began at 11 am.
The world over, leaders, policy-
makers and people waited to
watch every move, listen to
svery word and read their own
meanings into what Pervez
Musharraf and Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee would say and do.

While speeches by the other
Saarc leaders went on as choric
preludes, unrelated to the
central drama, the piay within
the play was being scripted in
the minds of two actors — and
in the wings, where offstage
actors were writing out the
real seript.

The lights and cameras
focused on the Pakistani
President as he began playing
out his role from the urnan-
nounced script. And these
shifted focus to Vajpayvee for
capturing the effect, The little

tageplav of big effects began

s Musharraf raised the curtain
on it “before I step down”, as
he put it.

He then extended his hand-
shake with Vajpayee to end his
speech. Movement followed
speech, as he walked up to the In-
dian Prime Minister before
going back to his chair and
shook the latter's hand. The au-
dience clapped in approval.

If it was the handshake the
warld thought would shake India
and Pakistan back from the
brink of war, Musharraf’s
dramatics was only the begin-

‘ning. Long and anxious mo-

ments would follow before the
next act would show how the
play progressed.

More interludes followed
before Vajpavee took up from
where Musharraf left the cue.
The drama heightened as
Vajpayee went briefly offstage
in the course of Bangladesh
Prime Minister Begum Khalada
Zia’s speech.

The camera and the lights
now zoomed on the players in
the wings - India’s foreign
minister Jaswant Singh and na-
tional security adviser Brajesh
Mishra — who quickly scripted

the next act.

The Indian Prime Minister
kept his act for a climax, as it
were. Only before he came to the
end of his prepared speech, he
sprang into his role from the
seript written offstage.

in a manner reminiscent of
Antony's famous “"Brutus is an
honourable marn...,” he recalled
the handshake on the stage and
other handshakes — at Lahore
and Agra — and then went on to
hand his antagonist dumbing
blows with references to the
Kargil war, the Kandahar hijjack
and the December 13 attack on
the Indian Parliament.

The audience clapped again
as he ended his speech and re-
turned to his chair, without re-
ciprocating the Pakistani Presi-
dent’s handshake dramatics.
The sounds of India-Pakistan
tension rang out loud over the
clapping by the audience.

And those tension-filled
sounds rung the curtain down
on any residual hopes for this
afternoon’s “informal discus-
sions” that replaced the
cancelled reireat. Symbolicaily,
the retreat, too, happened in
today's stageplay — with India
and Pakistan retreating into
their hostile rhetoric,

W See Page 6
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Musharraf
marches past a
grim Vajpayee
to the podium

Atal Bihari Vajpayee accepting Perves Musharraf’s ouisiretched hand at the Saarc summit in Kathmandu. (PTl) -~
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Powell dials amid dialogue buzz

FROM OUR SPECIAL
'CORRESPONDENT

Kathmandu, Jan. 5: Having -
etched the parameters within
which a dialogue with Pakistan
could resume, Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee decided to stay
away from this afternoon’s in-
formal consultations and sent
foreign minister Jaswant Singh
to represent the Indian team.

But if Vajpayee was tryving to
send out a signat by not being
there, it did little to help scotch
speculation that Singh and his
Pakistani counterpart, Abdus
Sattar, used the opportunity to
talk for around 45 minutes.

Fuelling the speculation, US
secretary of state Colin Powell
phoned Singh and President Per-
vez Musharraf at their hotels in
Kathmandu. Powell was said to
have made enquiries about the -
inaugural session of the Saarc
summit, mdications suggest that
Washington was trying to find
ways and means of nudging the
nuclear neighhours towards the
talks table, Vajpayee tonight
shared a round table with
Musharaff at a dinner hosted by
Nepal's Prime Minister.

Powell's call came at a time
when the US is planning to send
a peace envoy to both India and
Pakistan — a proposal that has
been frowned upon by Singh, If
the US eventually sends an
envoy, Dethi would find i¢ difficult to dismiss interpretations that
it tantamounts to third-party mediation. (See Page 6)

Seeking to play down reports of a meeting between Singh and
Sattar on the sidelines of the informal consultations, Indian offi-
cials pointed out that it was not mandatory for the Prime Minister
to be there and, therefore, it was decided that Singh, along with
foreign secretary Chokila Iver;, should be sent.

The six other heads of government, along with their aides,
were, iowever; present at the parleys. That Sattar missed outona
news conferernce later in the evening led many to believe that he
did get a chance to have a tete-a-tete with Singh, Officially, India
maintained through a carefully worded statement that no “sepa-
rate or substantive meeting” between the two sides was held.

The foreign office’s clarification was a little more catégorical

Jaswant Singh shakes hands with Abdus Sattar in Kathmandu. (AFP)

than that on Friday when The Telegraph said in an exclusive re-
port that Singh and Sattar had conversed with each other for
around 20 minutes on the previous day, The Indian foreign min-
istry was then non-commitial, first saying “it was not aware of
such a meeting” and then modifying it to “we don’t know™ about
the exchange.

The Pakistani side today gave indications that there was a
meeting between the two foreign ministers in the afternoon. But
on record, Pakistani officials maintained their ambiguity by say-
ing that they were not aware of any such meeting.

Though there was no confirmation about the latest Singh-Sat-
tar meeting, the body language between the two seemed more pos-
irive, They were seen sharing a joke while leaving the meeting
room along with other leaders.
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Vajpayee leaves the

dais midway through the
summit to squeeze into
his speech the response
to the handshake

lenched fist

\;/

I Pe

rvgz offers friendship,

Atal accepts with rider

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

Kathmandu, Jan, 5: When a
ramrod-straight Pervez
Musharraf strode up and
stretched out his “genuine
and sincere hand of friend-
ship” today in a dramatic re-
play of the Agra breakfast
chutzpah, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee had little option but to
accept it with a wry smile.

But in Kathmandu, Vajpay-
ee got the chance heneverdidin
Agrato lay bare the bitterness
of the twice-betrayed.

In an uncharacteristic burst,
Vajpayee reminded Musharraf,
spaking up every word just a few
seats away, and the world, spell-
bound by the television specta-
cle, of Pakistan's “rewards” to
India — Kargil, Kandahar, the
Kashmir Assembly attack and
now the assault on Parliament.

The blunt blast over, Vajpay-
ee slipped back into his elder-
statesman image, keeping alive
the hope of a dialogue between
India and Pakistan.

The stunning events untold
ed with what an Indian official
later described as the Pakistan
President’s “grandstanding”.

“I extend a genuine and sin-
cere hand of friendship to the
Prime Minister of India”
Musharraf said, digressing
from his prepared speech at the
inaugural session of the 11th
Saarc summit this morning.
“Let us jointly embark on a jour-
ney for peace and progress in
South Asia.”

He then pulled off the hand-

shake coup in the full glare of
the international media and
leaders from the region.

When his turn came after

three speakers, Vajpayee said
India was always for friendship
and dialogue with Pakistan, but
pointed out that experience had
made it suspicious of Islam-
abad’s sincerity,

“T am glad that President
Musharraf extended a hand of
friendship to me. [ have shaken
his hand in your presence,” he
said. “Now President Musharraf
must follow this gesture by not
permitting any activity in Pak-
istan or any territory it controls
today which enables terrorists to
perpetrate mindless violence in
India.”

Then came the candid cut. 1
went to¢ Lahore with a hand of
friendship. We were rewarded by
aggression in Kargil and hijack-
ingof an indian Airlines aircraft
from Kathmandu. I invited Pres-
ident Musharraf to Agra. We
were rewarded with a terrorist
attack on the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly and last month,
on the Parliament of India.” Vaj-
payee said.

The Prime Minister’s deci-
sion to bring in the issue before
Saarc was in itself unusual as
Delhi has been maintaining that
the forum shouid not be used to
discuss bilateral and con-
tentiouls isses.

Though his prepared speech
mentioned terrorism, there was
no reference to either Pakistan

ylaia

linvited President
Musharraf to Agra. We
were rewarded with
terrorist attacks...

ABVAJPAYEE

or the December 13 attack on
Parliament. But he responded to
the gesture from Pakistan in the

way he felt most appropriate..

“But we would be betraying the
expectations of our people if we
did not chart out a course to-
wards satisfying the unfulfilled
promises of our commaon South
Asian destiny” he said.

His remarks were later
fleshed out by foreign minister
Jaswant Singh. “We welcome the
hand of friendship extended by
Pakistan, But the gesture of
friendship should be ... accom-
panied by act of friendship.” =

Singh was, however, quick to
add that this was not a condition
for resuming talks with Pak-
istan. “All that we are saying (is)
that Islamabad has to give up
sponsorship of terrorism as a
tool of policy.™

Musharraf attempted a fine
balancing act. He tried to assure
his domestic audience that he
was not making any compro-
mise on Kashmir and at the
same time tell the international
community that he was sincere
in fighting global terrorism and
promoting peace.

“Pakistan itself has been a
victim of terrorism. We abhor
violence. We are determined to
eliminate terrorism,” Mushar-
raf said. But to reassure hardlin-
ers back home, he sought to draw
ardistinetion between “terror-
ists” and “freedom fighters”.

Besides India’s insistence on
more “concrete steps”, there was
another message for Musharraf
in Kathmandu — the collective
voice of other Saarc leaders, Al-
most all of them pointed out that
terrorism was a clear and pres-
ent danger in South Asia.

SUNDAY GLOSED
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renowned astrologers
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Kathmandu, Jonuary 5 q‘

Fouowi_ng ts the text of Prime Minister
Afal Bihari Vajpayee's speech at the
Searc Summit on Satuyrday:

I JOIN my colleagues in thanking the
Government and the people oy Nepal for
the warmth of their welcoine and vaqpj.
tality We appreciate the excelleni
arrangements for this Summit.

It is an uplifiting experience for me to
be here in this charming city of Kath-
mandu, the earthly abode of the Lord
Pashupatinath, and in a country with
which India is linked by geography, kin-
ship, tradition and culture.

Your couniry has recently been
through gruesome tragedy and domestic
turmoil; but you have emerged from
them with a more resilient society and
stronger roots of your democracy.

I felicitate you on youwr assumption of
the chair of Saarc and wish you a
rewarding tenure in its stewardship. We
extend our fullest cooperation to you in
guiding the association forward. As Sri
Lanka passes the baton, we salute the
tireless efforts of its President, who led
the organisation through a difficult and
turbulent period of its history with a
combination of firmness and tact.

Our official and ministerial delega-
tions have been meeting over the last
few days, working on our collective deci-
sion which will give Saarc its orienta-
tion in the 21st century.

Mr Chairman,

Saarc turned 16 Jast month, in its for-
mative years, it has developed the base
for a strong network of economic, social,
cuitural, scientific and technical collap-
oration in the region. Our integrated
programme of action defines a broad-
based agenda. The group of eminent
persons has identified the elements of a
social agenda which could form the
nucleus of a Saarc social charter. Sri
Lanka’s initiative for a Saarc cuitural
centre underlines the common cultural
heritage of our unigque South Asian
identity. More and more of our profes-
sionals like doctors and accountants,
writers and painters, business leaders
and journalists are establishing associa-
tions with their counterparts across bor-
ders.

What we need today is the dose of
maturity which would lead Saarc from
adolescence to adulthood. It would
enable us to put aside our mutual rival-
ries, so that our scarce resources can be
concentrated on the pressing agenda of
eradication of poverty, hunger, disease,

and illiteracy. It would not let political
absessions cloud our collective vision of
a vibrant and prosperous South Asijan
community

Some month ago, I wrote 1o a South

AP PHOTDS

Prime Minister AB Vajpayee (leff} and President Pervez Musharraf (right) address the

Saarc Summit in Kathmandu on Saturday.

Asian colleague, reminding hirm that the
common enemy of owr two countries is
poverty and inviting him to take with us
the high road of cooperation and recon-
ciliation to satisfy the shared aspira-
tions of our people. From this forum
today, I make the same appeal to all the
leaders of South Asia: Let us jointly
declare war on the poverty which afflicts
about half a hillion people in our region
alone. Let us develop regional poverty
alleviation programmes, which would
complement our national schemes and
strengthen our commitment to imple-
ment them.

Ten years ago, we set up an indepen-
dent South Asian Commission on Pover-

ty Alleviation with a membership of
eminent South Asians, The Dhaka Sum-
mit endorsed its report and committed
South Asia to waork for total eradication
of poverty, preferably by 2002. Unfortu-
nately, this joint endeavour never took
off. I believe that we owe it to our people
to make another sincere attempt. The
Poverty Comimission still exists, let it be
revived and reconvened to update and
flesh out its 1992 report. Let us this time
show great commitment te making our
cooperative mechanisms work.

India is willing to host the meetings of
the reconvened Poverty Commission
and extend al! assistance to enable it to
complete its work expeditiously.

Mr Chairman,

Four countries in our region are i
the least developed category, the other
three are developing countries. As the
technological revolution advances, and
globalisation shrinks the world, the
challenges which confront us require
innovative responses. We do not want
our socig-economic disparities of today
to be transformed info the digital divide
of tomorrow.

We have to take difficult decisions to
reconcile the pace of our liberalisation
with the needs of our nascent industries
and eguitable development. It is impor-
tant that we recognise the primacy of
the economic agenda in Saarc. OQur
region is home to one fifth of humanity.
With a market of this size, our natural
wealth, our human resources, our tech-
nical skills and our intellectual
strengths, an integrated South Asia can
be an economic power house, by using
its synergies creatively and building on
the mutual complementarities of its
constituent economies,

We have to increase our intra-region-
al trade, which is limited by a variety of
national barriers, in an intensely com-
petitive world, regional economic group-
ings create obvious economies of scale.
At times of wider recession, regional
trade can cushion their adverse impact.
The progression from Sapta to a free
trade area and then to South Asian eco-
nomic union has a self evident econom-
ic logic, Government industry partner-
ships also promote regional trade and I
congratulate the Saarc Chamber of
Commerce on this initiative,

We have extraordinary cases of trade
between two adjoining countries of our
region through distant third countries.
Developing countries with severe bal-
ance of payments problems cannot
afford the luxury of this extra burden on
their national exchequer or the con-
sumers’ pockets.

While promoting intra-regional trade,
we also need to address the special needs
and circumstances of the least devel-
oped countries. India can consider fur-
ther concessional duty regime for prod-
ucts from these countries. We have
already accorded this benefit to Nepal
and Bhutan, [ recommend consultations
among our ministers to identify specific
proposals to invigorate the South Asian
growth quadrangle. I am also proposing
that the Commerce Secretaries meet at
the very earliest to address such trade
facilitation issues.

Mr Chairman,

india has been a victim of interna-
tional terrorism for two decades now.
Other countries in our region have also
been similarly affected. Terroristn uses
different religious, territorial, economic
and ethnic justifications in different

'US wants Musharraf to do more

S Rajagopalan
Washington, January §

THE UNITED States has let it be
known that it expects Pakistan to
fle more vis-a-vis the anti-India
terror outfits operating from its
territory. President Musharraf
has done “a great deal” on this
count since the attack on Indian
Parliament, but he needs to do
more, Secretary of State Colin
Powell said on Friday

“I expect him (Musharraf) to
make other statements when he
gets back from the Saarc meeting
in Kathtnandu, and in due course
we will see whether or not we
have found a political and diplo-
matic solution to this crisis,”
Powell told BBC.

He did not elaberate on the
additional steps expected of Pak-
istan, but the one action on
which it has been dragging its
feet is the strong Indian demand
for turning over the terrorist

leaders and activists to stand
trial in India.

Powell otherwise took care not
to offend Pakistan in any way. He
sidestepped a question on Pak-
istart’s support to terrorism until
recently by virtually equating
Pakistan with India and claim-
ing that “both of these nations
have suffered from terrorist
aftacks against them”.

He also dodged a question on
the US “hypocrisy” of going into
Afghanistan to dea] with the ter-
ror that attacked it, but opposing
a similar action by India against
terrorist camps in Pakistan.
“What we are saying to the Indi-
ans, and to the Pakistanis, is that
there are other ways to solve this
problem (instead of going to
war),” he said.

Powell, however, conceded that
the Indian moebilisation of troops

encouraged by the fact that
Prime Minister Vajpayee was
anxious to find a political and
diplomatic solution.

Powell indicated that the Indo-
Pak situation was still “danger-
ous”, though there were “some
positive signs™. Against this
background, he said he would be
taking a hard look next week on
the question of sending a “spe-
cial envoy” to the region to help
deftise tensions. But he avoided
the expression special envoy, say-
ing the American envoys in New
Delhi and Islamabad have been
doing “a superb joh™.

To a question on tackling the
cause (Kashmir) rather than the
symptoms, Powell said the focus
right now has to be on the dan-
gerous situation brought about
by mobilisation of forces on both
sides. However, in “due course”,
there has to be a dialogue

was purely in response to “this
horrible attack against their
democracy” and said he was

between the twe nations on the
Kashmir issue. He stuck to the

US position that it was for India
and Pakistan to deal with the
Kashmir question. The US will
not be “pushing them” into the
dialoguie mode, but will try to be
helpful and “encourage them to
talk to one another”.

Pak crackdown on jehadis

Pakistan today pledeged to con-
tinue its crackdown on militant
groups on its seil sayving that
over 100 Islamist extremists,
belonging to eutfits blamed for
the attack on Parliament, have
been arrested, PTI adds.

“The Government is deter-
mined te enforce the law of the
land. Any group of people who
infringe the law will be proceed-
ed against. So far over 100 per-
sons have been arrested for
making intendiary statements
and related activities,” foreign
office spokesman Aziz Ahmad
Khan said.

Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh shakes hands with his Pakist
inaugural session of the Saarc Summit on Saturday.

AP/ PTI PHOTQ

Saarc leaders leave the Summit venue at the end of the inaugural session on Safurday.

New Delhi holds out fres}
trade sops for neighbours

Kathmandu, January 5

INDIA TODAY offered to consid-
er further duty concession to
boost intra-regional trade among
Saarc nations while pressing on
the need to progress towards a
free trade area to overcome
impact of global recession.

“India can ceonsider further
concessional duty regimes for
products from these (least devel-
oped) countries. We have already
accorded this benefit to Nepal
and Bhutan,” Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee said at the
11th Saarc Summit. a

Vajpayee proposed consitlta-
tions at both ministerial and sec-
retary levels to identify specific
proposals to “invigorate the
South Asian growth quadrangle”.

Blaming national barriers for
low level of intra-regional trade,
Vajpayee said “We have extraor-
dinary cases of irade hetween
two adjoining countries of our
region through distant third
countries. There cannot be a het-
ter example of cutting of the
nose to spite the face.”

Saying that developing coun-
tries with severe balance of pay-
ments preblem could not afford
the luxury of this extra burden,
Vajpavee observed “progression
from Sapta to a free trade area
and then to a South Asian eco-
nomic union has a self evident
economic logic.”

“In an intensely competitive
world, regional economic group-
ing create obvious economies of
scalg. At times of wider reces-
sion regional trade can cushion
their adverse impact,” the Prime
Minister said.

Vajpayee said it was important
to recognise the primacy of the
economic agenda in Saarc in
view of the region being home to
one-fifth of humanitv.

“With the market of this size,
our natural wealth, our human re-
sources, our technical skills and
our intellectual strengths, an inte-
grated South-Asia can be an eco-
nomic power house by using its
synergies creatively and building
on mutual complementarities of
its economies,” he said.

Vajpayee said there was a need

to take difficult decisions t¢
oncile pace of liberalisation
the needs of nascent indus
and equitable development.

“We do not want socio-&c
mi¢ disparities of today t
transformed into the di
divide of tomorrew,” he
adding “as technological re
tion advances and globalis:
shrinks the world the challe
confronting us require int
tive responses”.

Identifying eradication o
verty, hunger, disease and il
acy as comimon pressing ag
for focusing scarce resou
Vajpayee said "“What we nee
dose of maturity, enabling
put aside mutual rivalries s
OUr scarce resources can be
centrated on the agenda.”

Appealing to the leade:
South Asia to jointly declar
on poverty, Vajpayee said “L
develop regional poverty all
tion programmes which
complement our national.
mes and strengthen our cor
ment to implement them.”
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tells Perve

countries. But the end product of mind-
less violence, civilian casualties,
economic disruption and
social tensions is the same everywhere.

We now have an international coali-
tion against terrorism which accepts
that terrorism has to be countered in a
global and comprehensive manner. The

international community has agreed
that ho country would allow its soil to be
used, actively or passively, to finance,
shelter, arm or train terrorist groups.
The recent experience of Afghanistan
also showed graphically that tolerance,
acquiescence or sponsorship of terror-
ism creates a monster out of the control
of its own creator.

It was in this e¢ity of Kathmandu 14
years ago that the Saarc countries
adopted a convention on the suppressiol
of terrorism. As an international mea
sure, that document was somewha
ahead of its times. Unfortunately, conse
quent action was not taken by som
couniries.

We in South Asia have to recognisg
that our cooperative future will be s
nificantly influenced by the way i
which we tackle terrorism togethel.
Updating and strengthening the Saar
convention would provide a contempg-
rary framework for cooperation in thi
area. It would also be a powerful conf}-
dence building measure, which woul
create positive ripples in virtually ever
area of our interaction within Saarc.

Mr Chairman,

The Saarc Summit has convene
today after nearly three and a half years.
There is an air of optimism today that
we can perhaps arrest the state of drift
in gur regional cooperation over thede
last years. Some mindsets may have to
be altered, and some historical baggage
jettisoned.

I am glad Pervez Musharraf extendgdd
his hand of friendship to me. I haye
shaken his hand in your presence. Nop,
President Musharraf must follow this
gesture by not permitting any activity in
Pakistan or any territory in its contgpl
today which enables terrorists to pdr-
petuate mindless violence in India. I siy
this from our past experience. I went fto
Lahore with a hand of friendship.
were rewarded by an aggression fn
Kargil and the hijacking of an Indign
airlines aircraft from Kathmandu.

I invited President Pervez Musharyaf
to Agra, We were rewarded with terrér-
ist attacks on Jammu and Kash
Assembly and last month on the Parija-
ment in India.

But we would be betraying the expge-
tations of our peoples if we did not chgrt
out a course towards satisfying
unfulfilled promises of our commpn
South Asian destiny.

Thank you.

Hand it to Atal

S0 MUCH for the Saarc ban on
raising bilateral disputes — both
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
pavee and President Pervez
Musharraf on Saturday dig-
ressed from the text of their
speeches to address each other.

Claiming that Agra had made
the Kathmandu Summit possi-
ble, Musharraf took the Indian
side by surprise when he extend-
ed a hand of friendship to Vaj-
payee.

But Vajpayee too had his say
when he took the podium. “T am
glad that President Musharraf
extended a hand of friendship to
me....He must now follow this
gesture by not permitting any
activity in Pakistan or any terri-
tory {read PoK) it controls today,
which enables terrorists to per-
petrate mindless violence in
India.” The Prime Minister’'s
blunt response left the gathering
stunned. He completed the snub
by leaving the venue without bid-
ding adieu to the Pakistani
leader.

Hand-some hero

BEGUM SEHBA Musharraf was
all smiles when the General,
debonair in a black sherwani,
offered a hand to Prime Minister
Vajpayee. Seated along with
the spouses of other Saarc
leaders, she looked the meost
radiant of them all, Curiously,
there was nobody from Vajpay-
ee’s family at the inaugural
ceremony though his foster
daughter, son-in-law and grand-
daughter have accompanied him
ta Nepal.

Suave Singh

TRUE TO the Saarc spirit, a
lunch hosted by Indian MEA
spokesperson Nirupama Rao at
the media centre in Kathmandu
on Saturday was open to journal-
ists from all countries covering
the Summit. What came as a
bonus for the news-hungry is the
cram exuded by Jaswant Singh,
generally known for a stiff upper

_lip. “Tdon't want to leave hefore I

have addressed the last -
tion,” he said.

Words of wisdo

AMONG THE Pakistani media
commentators attending the

Summit is Hussain Hagqgani,
media advisor to both Nawaz
Sharif and Benazir Bhutto. In

Washington holds the reclu-
sive cleric responsible for provid-

ATENRIIISLALL UL UE LIS u w2 ouyg
where or when,

O T

i serve our <
intend to ports

' am alive,” he said. jeha in  Kashmir,

Reuters Afghanistan and Chechnya.
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ani counterpart, Abdul Sattar, at the

his assessment, Bhutto would
sweep to power if elections were
to be held in his country now. he
blamed the failure of the Agra
summit on Musharraf’s keen-
ness to clinch a deal at his very
first interaction with the Indian
leadership.

Sneezy sisters

LIKE HER her domestic bete
noire Sheikh Hasina, Prime Min-
ister Khaleda Zia too seems to
sneeze whenever India and Pak-
istan caich a cold. She reportedly
offered to speak to Musharraf
and Vajpayee in a bid to ensure
peace in the subcontinent. Her
predecessor too had sought the
role of a mediator in the post-
Pokhran phase, forgetting
India’s aversion to third-party
mediation in Indo-Pak affairs,
Vinod Sharma

r

Atal, Khaleda
iscuss Bangla
minorities

1 TRC-
with Imran Rahman
tries  Dhaka, January 5
one-  THE SECURITY of the mfnority
0 be community in Bangladegh and
gital the Ganga water of treaty pf 1996
;aid, were the focus of a 45-thinute
volu-  meeting between Prime Mynister
ition  Atal Bihari Vajpavee apd his
nges Bangladeshi counterpart,|Khale-
ova- da Zia.
This was the first meating of
f po-  the two Prime Ministery since
liter- Khaleda came to power.
enda Khaleda proposed a reyiew of
rces, the Ganga water treaty with
jisa India signed in 1996 when she
us to  called on Vajpayee, Foreign Min-
vthat  istry officials in Dhaka sdid.
con- Vajpayee reportedly topd Kha-
leda that the process of leview-
s of ing the treaty could be imitiated
rwar  as per provision laid do¥m in it
etus forreview
evia- Khaleda also took up the issue
ould  of trade imbalance between tpe
«che-  two countries, and the unfin-
smit-  ished demarcation of the In'dol
Bangladesh border. The Indian
PTI side said the trade imfbalance

- T T ————— s

KHALEDA Z1A

could be taken up at the secre-
tary-level meeting between the
two countries. Regional issues
also featured at the talks.

The Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter stressed the need for a dia-
logue to resolve the issues, espe-
cially between India and Pak-
istan. She said India should take
the initiative in the matter.

The Prime Minister made in-
quiries into the security of the
minority community in Bang-
ladesh. Vajpayee was told there
were some law and order prob-
lems and those were taken care
of to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of the minority community.

Vajpayee invited Khaleda to
visit India at an appropriate
time. Khaleda too invited the
Indian Prime Minister to visit
Bangladesh.

e New York Times
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Women apply for the position of stewardess at the office of Ariana Airlines, which will resume services soon.
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1’ is word of the year

sent (1999°s “Y2K",
3 the new mille-

yvear's candidates
coloured by the Sep-
rror attacks, which
1ed countless new
& nation’s linguistic

ter,” military short-

., powerful US bomb

var in Afghanistan,
d the “most
" new word while
omber,” a reference
y allegedly sought to

an aircraft with
idden in his sneak-
sed “most creative”.
lidates menticned at
ting in San Francis-

*Osamaniac”, for
illy attracted to mil-
: leader Osama hin
sterrvorism”, refer-
ks on civilians for

religious purposes, and “women
of cover” for Muslim women who
wear traditional dress.

Wayne Glowka, an English
professor at Georgia College and
State University and head of the
Dialect Society's new words com-
mittee, said the media has
become a primary conduit for
new words entering the lan-
guage.

“When CNN broadcasts a
word, millions of peopie hearit,”
he said. “People then begin using
it to show that they are part of
the group.”

Not all of the words debated at
Friday’s meeting carried grim
connotations of America's “war
on terrarism.

Along with “weaponise”, nom-
inated as a word “most likely to
succeed” after its repeated use in
reference to anthrax attacks in
the US, some dialect experts alsc
suggested “weapons-grade” as a

new catch-all superlative.

“Weapons-grade salsa would
mean really hot,” said Allan Met-
calf, the saciety’s executive sec-
retary and a member of the Eng-
lish Department at MacMurray
College in Jacksonville, Illinois.

“Assoline” — meaning fuel
made from methane -— was voted
as the year’s “most outrageous”
word  while  “second-hand
speech” was given the nod as a
useful term for referring to the
din of strangers talking on cell-
phones.

The experts agreed the most
unnecessary ward or phrase of
the vear was “impeachment nos-
talgia”, meaning a longing for
the superficial news of the Clin-
ton era.

President George W Bush, who
may have liked last year's new
word winner “chad”, was cited as
the source for one of this year’s
candidates - “misunderesti-

mate” — although it failed to gar-
ner sufficient votes to make the
slate.

The term “9-11" presented
some confusion as dialect spe-
cialists disagreed on whether it
was proncunced “Nine-Eleven™,
“Nine One One” or simply “Sep-
tember 11th”.

But most agreed it should be
named the word of the year, out-
stripping even the “ground zero”
reference to the World Trade
Center ruins as a clear and sim-
ple addition ic the national
vocabulary that will stand the
test of time. “Itis going to be like
the 4thi of July or Pear! Harbor,”
Glowka said. '

Besides “Ground Zero,” the top
10 words on the [ist included Pres-
ident George Bush's middle ini-
tial “W™ (Dubya) in second place
with the advisory “The butt of
January’s political jokes waxes
most presidential in September.”

“Anthrax” was fifth, followed
by “euro,” Europe’s new curren-
cy, and “wizard” thanks to the
Harry Potter craze.

Reuters
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NEW DELHI, JAN. 5. Buoved by a sense of relief, but
chokedlby the travails of sudden displacerment, a 120-
mernber contingent of the Indian diplomatic staff and
their families arrived here today from Islamabad by a
special Indian Airlines flight.

Gripped by uncertainty after the December 13 ter-
rorist attack on the Parfiament House, these families
have been hearing about their return for some time
now, and after a few change in dates, were glad to
have finaily made the journey. As the First Secretary
at the [ndian Mission in Islamabad, Indramani Pan-
dey, put it: “Of course, it is relieving to be back. The
situation has been a bit more tense than usual there

By Our Staff Reporter

 Mission staff return from Pak. -~

after Decemnber 13." Yet another staffer, R.C. Sharma,
insisted that the public attitude in Pakistan could not
be termed hostile. "1t was actually all right. The Pakis-
tani public in general is guite nice and understanding
with us.” ) . /

And a few, idcluding Mr. Parkley's wife, Sushma,
echoed similar sentiments. “A lot of my husband's
friends in Pakistan did call us up to wish good bye. |
don't think we had any problems dealing with people
as such.” However, diplomatic persuasions apart. the
sudden decision by the Government to downsize the
mission in Pakistan by half has upset the routine lives
of these families. “"Some of us have our children in
crucial stages of their education. Now they have to
discontinue their education,” said one staffer.
o
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The US secretary of state, General
Colin Powell, told the BBC that
Washington would take g “hard look”
early next week on the issue of
sending a special envoy to the region.

Mr Singh, however, said there had
been no communication from
Washington on the matter. If the USA
wished to appoint an envoy for
Pakistan, “it was a bilateral matter”.
Pakistan is an ally of the USA, an ally
in the frontline, he said, adding “Ged
help the United States of America.”

The leader of Nepal’s ministerial
delegation and finance minister, Mr
Ram Sharan Mahat, said: “If there
were ne tensions (between India and
Pakistan), there would be no media
and world attention on Saarc.”

In her opening speech, the Sri
Lankan President said: “The
continuing tensions between member
states has hindered seriously our
ability to implement the decisions.”
Mr Mahat said: “That the summit has

taken place in a not-so-favourable
atmosphere i3, in itself, an
achievement.”

Meanwhile, the economic agenda of
Saarc did move forward, thanks to
Nepal's insistence. All seven countries
agreed “in principle” to create Safta by
the year-end. Even Pakistan, which
had some reservations on the issue,
agreed to the proposal. The members
will also try to adopt 2 common stand
on international issues such as the
response to World Trade Organisation
prescriptions.

The Commission on Poverty has
been asked te provide concrete
suggestions on poverty alleviation
within a specified time.

“We don’t have the patience for
endless suggestions and
formulations,” Mr Mahat said. The
summit adopted two social charters,
on curbing child labour and women
trafficking.

The Kathmandu declaration is

animous on the need for a holistic
proach to terrorism.

“Violence in any form, for any
reason, cannot be condoned. There can
be no alibi for terrorism, religious,
humanitarian, political or
philosophical,” Mr Mahat said.

The strongest critique on terrorism |
came from  Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga. She defined terorism |
as “the most ferrifying political
development,” and described how all |
Saarc nations “have experienced its
horror and pain whether
emanating from within, or from a
neighbouring state”.

She said: “Double standards can't
work anymore, and won't resolve the
long-standing problem of terrorism.
We. can’t encourage and finance
friendly terrorist organisations in one
place and attempt to defeat thet
others.” f

The statement that sent Indian
officials in a flurry: “Terrorists didn’t
gseparate India and Pakistan and
create the tragedy Kashmir as a ~
buffer zone.” :
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SHAKEN, NOT STIRRED: THE HANDSHAKE, THEN THE REBUFF

HT Correspondent
Kathmandu, Jonuary 5
PR SAVVY President Pervez
Musharraf almost pulled off a
television coup today with the
dramatic gesture of declaring at
the first day of the Saarc Sum-
mit that he was extending “a
hand of genuine and sincere
friendship” to Tndia, then walk-
ing up to Atal Bihari Vajpayec
and proffering his hand. Slightly
taken aback, Vajpayee shook
hands and rose from his chair. In
his speech later, the Prime Min-
ister got his own bhack with a
riposte laden with sting.

Vajpayee's hard-hitting speech
attacking terrorism was vindi-
cated as India’s South Asian
neighbours expressed support to
its principled stand that terror, in
whatever name and espousing
whatever cause, should be com-
bated together. They also dem-
anded immediate steps for elimi-
nation of support, encourage-
ment and financing of terrorist
£roups.

At one stage, it appeared that
the Pakistant leader had again
stolen Thdia's thunder, So seduc-
tive was his flamboyance that
even Vajpayee couldn’t but help
shed his studied, grim demea-
nour -- rising amid applause
from the select gathering to smil-
ingly accept the General's pre-
tence of peace.

But when his turn came, the
Premier reminded Musharraf of
his less than credible track
record. His message: symbolic
gestures aren't enocugh, trans-
late them into genuine action.
“I'm glad that President Mush-
arraf extended a hand of [riend-
ship. Now he must follow up this
gesture by controlling terrorism
emanating from his couniryv”

Whatever brownie points the
General had set out to score by
plaving the peacenik were nlore
than negated by the PM's sharp
reniinder that it was Musharraf
who sabotaged Lahore in his ear-
lier incarnation as Nawaz Sha-
rif's Army Chief. Alter a quick
recount of Kargil and Kandahar,
Vajpayee, for the first time at his
level, directly charged Islamabad

with masterminding attacks on
the hallowed seats of Indian
democracy: Parliament and the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly.
“T invited P’resident Mushar-
raf to Agra. We were rewarded
with terrorist attacks on the
J&K Assembly and on Parlia-
ment. But we would be betraying
the expectations of our people if
we did not chart out a course
towards satisfying them and ful-
filling promises of our common
South Asian destiny” he said as
Musharraf listened intently.
Uniike the General, the Prime
Minister's prepared speech was

e

Musharraf ﬁén‘t’a’crbs's the podium and extendad his hand to Vajpayee at the Saarc mest 6n Saturday. Bu

devoid of any direct reference to
Pakistan. But that conciliatory
approach was before Mushar-
raf’s address thai began on a
high-strung note — taking
exception to the two-year deiay
in holding the Saarc Summit
after India’s refusal to share the
stage with him in the wakse of
his Getober 1999 coup.

The General’s address was so
drafted as to reinforce the Big
Brother image India is strug-
gling to live down in South Asia.
His proposals for expending form
in the interest of substantive
consultations within the region-

o (HRBUSTAN TR
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al grouping sounded nice, But in
effective terms, they amounted to
a rejection of the Saarc charter,
which does not permit discus-
sions on hilateral disputes.
Musharraf stuck to the old
Pakistani position that campaign
against global terrorism must
distinguish between “legitimate
resistances and freedom strug-
gles on the one hand and acts of
terrorism on the other”. But the
distinction was lest on the lead-
ers of other nations except Ban-
gladesh, which just made a pass-
ing reference to terrorism, Sri
Lankan President Chandrika Ku-

t aftar the inaugra

i

maratunga set the anti-terror
tone, saying terrorism cannot be
combated with double standards.
“Use of terror by encouraging the
use of violence against an enemy
state intensifies violence.”

While Bhutan King Jigme
Wangchuk said the culprits of
the Parliament attack should he
brought to book, Nepal Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
— who took over the chairman-
ship of Saarc — said there was
need to collectively and resolute-
1y fight the growing menace.

In the midst of the handshake
hype, Vajpayee quietly skipped

picuoir

. PHATOS
g an encors.

the informal consultations at
Soaltee, planned to-make up for
the retreat that was cancelled
because of Musharraf’s late
arrival. The retreat and the Soal-
tee gathering were the only fix-
tures that could occasion an
informal Vajpayee-Musharraf
one-on-gne.

The Socaltee meet was attend-
ed by Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh. The Indian delegation
denied that he and his Pakistani
counterpart Abdul Sattar had
held talks.

Full text of PM's speech on Page 9

up attempt

Jaswant ticks off
US for special
envoy plan

HT Correspondent
Kathmandu, January 5

INDTA TODAY dismissed reports
that the US was planning to
appoint a special envoy to ease
tension between India and Pak-
istan. External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh denied knowledge
of any such appointment, “The
US has missions in both New
Delhi and Islamabad. Unless the
missions are not up to the mark,
I don't think there is an occasion
for such an appointment,” he
said,

US Secretary of State Colin
Powell had said yesterday that
Washington was planning to
appoint a special envoy to India
and Pakistan and a decision in
this regard would be taken after
the Saarc Summit.

“We will have a hard look at
this at the beginning of next
week,” he said. “They are all in
Kathmandu how, so there would
not he much point sending an
envoy right now or for an addi-
tional presence. We are being
well represented by Ambas-
sadors (Wendy) Chamberlin and
(Robdrt) Blackwiil,” he said,

Today, Powell called up Singh.
But official sources said the call
was aimed basically at continu-
ing discussions on the current
subcontinental situation.

Singh briefed Powell on what
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee had said at the Saarc Sum-
mit inaugural in response to
General Musharraf's statement.

Powell's call came today in the
context of repeated statements
from Washington urging India
and Pakistan to hold a dialogue
and scale down tension.

Asked if Powell had made any
renewed appeal for a dialogue
with Pakistan, the sources said
New Delhi had taken note of
what Washington had to say on

the issue. )
/
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- mandeered to Kandahar on De-

Hijackers figure in
“wlist sent to Pak.

By Vinay Kumar Y1)~ \

NEW DELHI, JAN. 4. The much-talked
about list of 20 fugitives submil-
ted by New Delhi to [slamabad
consists of hijackers, terrorists,
narcotics traffickers and criminals
who have taken shelter in Pakis-
tan. The list, submitted to the Pa-
kistan Deputy High
Commissioner here on December
31, inciudes the names of [jve hi-
jackers of the [C-814 flight of the
Indian Airlines which was com-

cember 24, 1999 and five prime
accused in the Bombay serial
bomb blasts on March 12, 1993,

According to  highly-placed
Government  sources,  terrorists
and underworid elements who
have been named by India are
thuse  against  whom  Interpol
alerts have also been issued, Both

., the Bombay serial blasts and
. 1C-814 hijacking cases have becn

¢ alias

i probed by the CBi which has also

filed chargesheets.

The five prime accused in the
Bombay serial blasts case are: [}a-
wood Ibrahim Kaskar, Memon
Ayub, Memon lbrahim, Pathan
Izaz and Chhota Shakeel. The five
hijackers of IC-814 flight, also
wanted for murder and kidnap-
ping are: Athar Ibrahim alias
Chief, Azhar Yusuf alias Mcham-
mad Salim, Mistri Zahur [hrahim
alias Bhola, Sayed Shahid Akhtar
Doctor and  Shakir Mao-
hammed alias Shankar.

Sources said that two members
of the BDawood Ibrahim gang
wanted for conspiracy to target
the Union Home Minister also
figure in the list. They are: Ishag
Atta Hussain alias Ali Moasa and
Sagir Sabir Ali Shaikh.

The chief of the Jaish-¢-Mo-
hammad, Maulana Masood Az-
har, who was relecased by India in
exchange for the sale return of the

IC-814 hostages, and Salauddin
atias Mohammad Yusuf Shah, su-
preme commander of the Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen, have been named
in the list. While Masood Azhar
has been named as the prime ac-
cused in the December 13 attack
oun Parliament House, Salauddin
is wanted for terrorist acts perpe-
trated in [ndia. Sved Abdul Karim
alias Hakimji, an activist of the
Lashkar-e-Taiba, responsible for

f ‘Just a list, no
|\ evidence’

By C. Raja Mohan

THAMANDU, JAN. 4. Pakistan to-
ay confirmed that it had re-
- teived a list of 20 wanted men

i from India, but insisted that

I New Delhi had provided no evi- -
dence so far. The spokesman for

the Pakistan President, Rashid

Qureshi, said that without prop-

er proof his Government wouid

not be able to act.

“It is a list, that's all,” Maj.
| Gen. Qureshi said, I am not
aware of any proof having been
provided to Pakistan till today,”
he said and added that if there
is “any shred of evidence that |
anyone, or an organisation is |

|

responsible for an act of terror-
ism anywhere in the world, and
if that person happens to be in |
Pakistan, then the Government :
of Pakistan will 1ake action.” i

the borobhings in Northern India
during 1996-97 has also been
named.

Others wanted for various ter-
rorist acts are Punjab militants
belonging to the Dal Khalsa, Bab-
bar Khalsa International and
some other outfits, Gajinder
Singh. leader of Dal Khalsa, js

wanted for hijacking an Indian
Airlines plane in 1981,
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. WASHINGTON, Y JAN. 4. The United
: States Defenke Secretary, Donald
RBumsfekl, sajd he was contident
thar India ahd Pakisian, which
; hiad engaged in a belligerent mil-
- itary build-up, would resnive their
. differences peacefully. T don'y
. think they are going 1o go to wai.}
~think they are going (o sort these
Cthings out,” he tald newspersans
ar the Pentagon on Thursday.

o Me. Bumsfeld said the Indian
Defence Minister, George ler.
siandes, wag scheduled o vikis
Washington, but gave no details
of the date. 1 ook forward o re-
ceiving him,” he said,
He said efforts weie being
i made by the (.5, fresident, Ge-
| OIge Busi, and other serier oiem-
bers of the U S, administration, in
visits and phone culls w hoth
. sides, to ease Tensions,

“1 am hopeful they will move
thruugh this period, thut s un-
:yuestionably a fense period, in g
cway that s respectiul of the risks

asary oL AN

that gach side and the power of
the weapons that each side has.”

Meanwhile, the State Depart-
ment spokesman, Richard Bouch-
or, has urged India and Pakistan
“to move forward towards resolv-
ing their differences’.

At his press briefing on Thurs-
day, Mr. Boucher said, “"The For-
eign Ministers and other officials
are in Kathmandu now. President
Musharral and Prime Minister
Vajpayee will be there on Friday,
and we hope that they wili use the
opportunity to move towards re-
solving their differences.”

Ta a question on Mr. Vajpayee
ruling out a face-to- Jace meeting
with Gen. Musharrat, My, Bouch-
er smd, T am pnl going w talk
aboud the specifics of who has ©
see whon on what day. Thatis up
w0 then to decide. We think it is
an opportunity for thewm, baving
olficials, leaders, Foreign Minis-
ters, other pecple, all in the same
place, 1o look for wavs 1o resolve
their differences, [ will leave it at

LUEWSTIAJIETS, 8XCEPT LK, oo ...

. Pak. will avoid war

that. They can decide exactly
what they might do.”

Tfhe Congressman, Benjamisi
Gilman, has said that the U5,
should not differentiate between
india’s fight against terrarism and
11.5. efforts to bring Osama bin
Taden and his Al- Qaeda network
to justice.

“Our nation must fully recog-
nise that the recent attack against
India’s Parfiament should not be
differentiated from our ongoing
wars against terrorism,” Mr, Gil-
man, who is also the Chairman of
the House International Relations
subcommitiee on West Asia and
south Asia said in a statement.

“The two Pakistani Islamic (er-
rurist groups that have otwrdered
thousands ol innocent Indians in
Kasbmiv for many years are the
sAIMe  organisations  that have
vecruited, housed, trained and
dispatched fighiers o Abglanis-
tan 10 support the Taliban and
Osama.” the statement said., —
Heuters, PTI
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S THE war of words be-
tween India and Pakistan
continucs, there are strong

concerns among Islamic states on
the tense situation and some of
them have even olfered tomediate
hetween the twa countries.

Libyan President Col Mua-
mar Gaddali’s special envoy
Salem Tbrahim Salem met Minis-
ter of External Affairs Omar Ab-
dullah today to discuss the situa-
tion. 'The mecting followed a call
from Gaddafi to Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee last week with an
offer to mediate.

Libya is not alone among ls-
lamic states to offer mediation.
Sources said that Iranian Presi-
dent Mohammed Khatami too
calied Vajpayee with a similar of-
fer. The foreign ministers of Qatar
and Oman also called Minister for
External Affairs Jaswant Singh.

Musharraf has had similar calls
from leaders of Islamic states, in-
cluding the Saudi Prince and Jor-
dan’s King Abdallah, urging him
to resume dialogue with India.

India’s response has been that
any calls for restraint must be ad-
dressed to Pakistan, But what has
been a source of discomfort for In-
dia arc the calls for mediation,
Sources say that India has rejected
these offers and said any dialogue
with Pakistan will be bilateral.

This  was conveyed 1o

Khatami and Gaddafi. But de-

spite this the Libyan teader sent

(Above) Residents evacuate with their belongings after border clashes near their village in Pargwal, 35 km west
of Jammu; BSF (roopers patrol Srinagar streets on Friday. Reviers photos

his envoy to New Delhi.

The envoy met Home Minister
1.K. Advani and Omar Abdullah
both of whom told him that India
is not in favour of mediation and
that Arab states must use their
good offices to convince Pakistan
of the seriousness of the situation

and the need for Islamabad to take
action against terrorist outfits.
Last week, Secretary General
of the Organisation of the Islamic
Confercnce, Abdeloughed
Beikcziz, catled for a dialogue say-
ing the time is now ripe for ditfer-

ences to be dealt with in a peace-

ful rnanner and a fresh approach
which addresses the root cause of
the problem on way to “a lasting
solution that would be i line and
conformity with the principles of
internpational law and relevant
UN resoluations™.

The OIC also commended

Pakistan for condemning the De-
cember 13 attack but did not ab-
solve Pakistan of blame and nrged
it to act on the UN resolutions. A
similar statement was issued by
the Gulf Cooperation Council
sdying itwas “in favour of an mter-
natiopal conference on terrorism

under the nmbretla of the UN" to
solve the issue between India and
Pakistan.

The nuanced statements from
the Islamic world that for the first
time do not tilt towards Islam-
abad in an Indo-Pak standoff arc
being scen as a diplomatic success

Indo-Pak stand-off: Islatateswalk diplomatic tightrope

in India and its policy towards the
Arabworld. Experts attribute it to
three reasons, Onc Islamic states
would like to be seen as credible
mediators in reducing tensions
between the two states.

Second, though the Gulf na-
tioms have strong religious bonds
with Islamabad and a lot of the
funding for terrorist organisations
in Pakistan comes from that re-
gion, it has a huge stake in India in
the form of econoric ties.

Third, because after Septem-
ber 11 there is a new introspection
among Arab states about the role
of Islam in terrorism.

According to diplomats here
the language of both statements
from the Islamic world appears
carcfully worded in an apparent
bid to maintain neutrality. GCC
leaders, for instance, condemned
the “terror” attack on Parliament,
but added that terrorism must be
fought under the UN auspices.

Clearly, the states do not want
to jeopardise the huge foreign
workforce in the Gulf dominated
by Indians and Pakistanis. In the
event of any contlict there would
be huge cconomic repercussions
on the region.

Pakistan, however, remains
undisturbed by India’s diplomatic
triumph in the Islamic world,

Sources said that the nuanced
statements are “‘only meant to en-
gage India in a dialogue” but if
the situation were to get out of
hand militarily, there is no doubt

wherc the Islamic world’s sympa-
thies will lie.”
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\ HIGHLIGHTING INDIA’S CASE

INDIA'S COMPELLING CASE about a systematic
terrorist threat to its national interest is being un-
necessarily ajdermined by the unseemly and
wholly avoidabje controversy involving Pakistan
over the questidn of supportive evidence. Pakis-
tan has conspicuously taken some punitive action
against the Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) and the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (Lel}), two groups that India
blames lor last mwonth’s terrorist assault on Parlia-
ment House in New Delhi. Yet, in a combative
style, Islamabad has alsn becn demanding that
New Delhi produce credible evidence to prove its
charges that terrorist offences have been commit-
ted on India’s soil by the impugned groups and
individuals that operate within Pakistan’s territo-
rial jurisdiction. {slamabad’s diptomatic refrain is
that it cannot be expected to go beyond what it
has already done in the absence of any clinching
evidence from India. The subtext is that Pakis-
tan’s President, Pervez Muosharraf, has so far tak-
en some proactive steps againsi the leaders and
assets of the JeM and the LeT because such action
is called for under Islamabad’s domestic laws
themselves. For any further crackdown, it is said,
New Delhi must satisfy Pakistan about the exist-
ence of fine judicial-grade evidence against the
groups and individuals accused of harming In-
dia’s interests. [t is in this context that the Vaj-
payee administration has only itself to biame for
its halting responses to an ingenicus diplomatic
challenge that Pakistan has mounted.

India’s best bet is to go on a prudeni counter-
offensive of the diplomatic kind. It will be a pity if
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and his
associates were (o botch a persuasive case
through some negative diplamacy. Not in doubt
on the wider international stage is the reality that
India is a victim of the barbaric actics of some
high-profile external terrorist groups. It is signil-
icant that it is in this coniext that the U.S. has
come down heavily against the JeM and the LeT
specifically on the basis of the evidence which,

according to Washington, has been released by
India itself to jink these groups 1o last month's
ferrorist attack on its Pailiament compley. Yei, of
New Delhi still finds iself on the defensive as
regards the “evidence” issue, the reason is that
the Vajpayee administration is inexplicably cesi)-
ing from a more productive course of action. New
Delhi can and must place the facts hefore the
United Nations Sccurily Council in the context i
its Heselution 1373 which imzundates the membes -
states of the global organisation to combat all
forms of tetrorism, whatever be the motvations
at work, and to cooperate with each oicher in
meeting terrarist challenges.

For Iudia, a truly creative diplomacy is in
adopt a two-pronged approach to highlight i
case as a victim of terror and seek remedies. To
addition to internatinnalising the evidence about
the involvement of Pakistan based terrorist
groups in the attack on India’s Parliament House,
New Delhi should engage Islamabad bilaterally to
try and secure the extradition of the 20 identified
fugitives. Any such hilateral engagement will ob-
viously centre on such gquestions as the admissib-
fity of extradition demands in the skewed
India-Pakistan context hesides the relevance of
standard practices of international law in such
cases. The list of 20 names that fndiz has recenmly
given Pakistan, apparenty by citing the related
evidence as provided ovet a period of time, is
compendium of terrorist offences and criminal
activities spanning a decade. However, the terrar-
ist outrage in New Delhi on December 13 is the
first majar cognisable erime in terms of the (TN,
Security Council's Resolution 1373, which was
passed 1o help the 1.5, ride the shockwaves of as:
Septembert’s heinous acts of tercor on its home-
land. So, any attemnpt by New Delhi 1o invoke
Resolution 1373 can conceivably enable it to~
overcome the pressure fron Pakistan on the “evi-
dence” issue and, rnore importantly, 14 capiuice
an indisputable maral resonance.

THE HINDU
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Lashkar,
Jaishmen
in huge
round-up

FROM ZEESHAN HAIDER

Islamabad, Jan. ¢ {(Reuters}:
Pakistani authorities rounded
np seores of Islamic activisis
overnight, inclitding some from
Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lash-
kar-e-Toiba, groups blamed for
the December 13 attack on the In-
dian Parliament.

Police in Pakistan's Punjab
rovince said about 126 mem-
ars of militant groups were
cked up in overnight sweeps in
. veral cities in the province.

. “Most of these peaple belong
+, sipah-e-Sahaba and Tehrik-e-
affria,” a police official in Mul-
i said. The rival hardline
roups have often been accused
¢ involvernent in sectarian
volence.

The former is in a loose
alliance that includes Kashmiri
militant groups Lashkar and
Jaish. Several members of the
two outfits were among those
detained for questioning, the po-
lice said.

Spokesmen for the groups
said the sweep by Pakistani au-
thorities would not end their
fight, and it would lead to greater
cooperation between militant
factions.

“We will continue our strug-
gle despite the government
crackdown,” said Yahya Mu-

jahid, a spakesman for Lashkar,
“All the jihadi organisations will
now operate more closely and
will have a closer operational re-
lationship in Kashmir” he said.

“Those people who were
picked up by the government
are simply supporters of the
groups,” he said.

A spokesiman for Jaish said
the crackdown would have had
consequences for the military
government. “It is being done at
the behest of the US”
spokesman Hasan Burki said.
He said about 80 Jaish activists
had been rounded up last night
across Punjab. “These deten-
tions cannot stop our jihad (holy
war) in Kashmir,” he added.

The US has put both Lashkar
and Jaish, which denied involve-
ment in the Parliament attack,
an its list of terrorist organisa-
tions.

Pakistan denies that the
crackdown was launched be-
cause of pressure from India, or
because of the US war on terror-
ism, which the country backs.
Officials say the militants have
been detained and many of their
offices shut down for internal se-
curity reasons.

India has welcomed the ac-
tion against the Kashmiri mili-
tants but says Pakistan must do
much more to stamp out “cross-
border terrorispf”.

GAP OF FIVE BETWEEN THE B1G TWO: vajpayee and Musharraf with th

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

Kathmandu, Jan, 4: Prime
Minijster Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee and President Pervez
Musharraf finally met
tonight. It was not an exclu-
sive meeting, they had to
share the banquet hall at the
Roval Palace with five other
heads of government, and
King Gyanendra.

Hopes for separate talks
were kept alive by the Pakistan
President’s remark: “For a dia-
logue you don't need a reguest,
youneed the will.”

India responded through its
foreign ministry spokesperson
Nirupama Rao. “We have never
abjured a dialogue with Pak-
istan.” Although she was quick

to add the well-known South
Block line: “But the atmosphere
is not conducive for a dialogue”,
signals emanating from the two
camps do not preclude a hilateral
meeting. '

Musharraf, the last among
the seven heads of government
of the South Asian nations to ar-
rive in Kathmandu, was the
focus of the media and the ma-
jority of the diplomats here, if
only he kept evervone walting,
His inability to flv out of China
on time — apparently because of
bad weather — forced the post-
ponement of the Saarc summit
by aday

The retreat {o a nearbv hill
station has been canceiled but
there were indications of infor-
mal talks stil} being held among

the leaders. “The cancept of a re-
treat Has not changed,” a Pak-
istant spokesman said.

By afternoon tomorrow the
inaugural session of the summit
will be over, leaving plenty of
time for the Indian and Pak-
istani heads of government to
meet, But so far nothing is on
schedule and no formal request
froin either side asking for such
a meeting.

“Baat ke liye request ki nahi,
marzi ki zaroorat hoti hai,” Were
the Pakistani President's open-
ing remarks soon after he landed
at the airport this afternoon.

Musharraf made it clear that
though he was willing to hold a
dialogue with the Indian Prime
Minister, he would not make a re-
quest for it

Pak embassy arrest casts

FROM ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

Kathmandu, Jan. 4: The arrest
of a Pakistan embassy official
has becorme ohe more weapon in
the Pakistani arsenal of anti-
India rhetoric. So much so that it
was one of the first things Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf had to
address as he arrived here this
afternoon.

When he called on King Gya-
nendra and Nepal Prime Minis-
ter Sher Bahadur Deuba,
Musharraf not only complained
that the embassy officiat had
been “wrongfully confined” but
hinted that it was a caleulaied
ploy to discredit his country on
the eve of the Saarc sunmit.

Musharraf’s  spokesman,
Major General Rashid Quereshi,
went a step further, He saw in it
an attempt to “sabotage” Saarc.

He told reporters later in the
evening that Deuba had assured
the Pakistan President of hold-
ing an inguiry into the incident.
He would not name India openly
but left ho doubt that Pakistan’s
needie of suspicion pointed to-
wards it. :

Siraj Ahmad Siddique of th
Pakistan embassy here was
arrested by police yesterday
afternoon for carrying fake US
and Intian currency. The police
seized fake notes worth $9,200
and Indian currency notes val-
ued at Rs 47,000. Nepal indicated
that it might extradite the
official.

Before Quereshi aired his
complaint, the spekesperson for
India’s external affairs ministry,
Nirupama Rao, dismissed the
Pakistani attempt to involve
India in the incident. “It’s a mat-

ter between Pakistan and
Nepal,” she said.

But Pakistan seemed hell-
bent on implicating India in
the incident. The Pakistani
propaganda machinery, which
has been on an overdrive here
for the past three days, painted
dark images of the “torture and
humiliation” heaped not just on
the junior official arrested in the
incident, but also on another
member of the embassy.

Ashaq Ahmad Gondal, prin-
cipal information officer of the
Pakistan government, com-
plained that Siddique had been
heaten up badly A senjor official
of the embassy, who had inter-
vened with the police, was also
heckled.

While India has often ac-
cused the IS{of being involvedin
running a racket in fake Indian




e other Saarc heads of government and the King of Nepal (sixth from left) at the royal palace in Kathmandu. (Reuters) .

A senior Indian diplomat
said the chances of a meeting
were “fifty-fifty,"” indieating that
a lot will depend on the vibes he-
tween the two, The Indian side
will get two opportunities to
make their assessment: one, at
tonight’s banquet, and another
at the inaugural session. The In-
dians will also keep their ears
cocked to catch signals coming
out of Musharraf's speech.

Vajpayee, who has had bilat-

if there is willingness
on both sides, there
can be talks

PERVEZ MUISHARRAF

shadow

currency notes in Nepal., the
incident took another dimen-
sion becduse of the seizure of
dollars, That probably explains
why Musharraf plunged into
firefighting immediately on his
arrival.

The imformation about the
arrest of| Siddigue was publi-
cised in Delhi through the secu-
rity establishment. Sources said
Siddique,jan embassy employee
of the upper division clerical
grade, wag released on a person-
al request from the deputy chief
of mission of the Pakistan em-
bassy in Kathmandu, adds our
Delhibureau.

The squrces said this is the
third case of involvement of
Pakistan |[embassy officials in
“anti-India” activity in Nepal in

0 years.

eral meetings with five heads
of government of Saarc in
the past 24 hours, has so far nath-
ing planned, at least officially
for a meeting with Musharraf.
Asked whether this was a snub
to Pakistan, the Indian foreign
ministry spokesperson said:
“We would like no such value
judgment ta be passed.”

Rao pointed out that the bilat-
eral meetings Vajpayee has had
so far were the “sovereign deci-
sions of the countries involved”,
She argued that such meetings
on the sidelines were also usual
and a regular practice at every
other regional and multilaterat
forum.

“The door is not shut on dia-
logue with Pakistan. We have al-
ways sought a dialogue to re-

solve our differences and out-
standing issues with Islam-
abad,” she said. But she pointed
out that the present atmosphere
was not conducive to such a dia-
logue,

*+ She argued that the climate
after the December 13 terrorist
attack on Parliament was not
right for India to return to the
talks-table with Pakistan.

The spokesperson’s remarks,
though an iteration of India’s
well-known stand, were highly
nuanced. They indicated that
though officially Delhi would
like to maintain its tough posi-
tion on talks with Pakistan,
engugh openings were left to
seize upon if specific assurances
are made by Islamabad to ad-
dress India’s concerns.

Powell push

Washington, Jan. 4 (Reuters):
The US said today it saw encour-
aging signs that India and Pak-
istan want to avoid war and it
might send an envoy to promote
a diplomatic solution between
the two nuclear powers.

In an interview with the
BBC, secretary of state Colin
Powell also said President Per-
vez Musharraf must do more to
crack down on the extremists
who started the crisis by attack:
ing the Indian Parliament.

“There are some encourag-
ing signs out there but I don’t
want to gverplay this — this is
still a very dangerous situation,”
Powell said.

Your search for the -
IDEAL home ends here,




In connection with the Bom-
bay blast case (12.3.93)
M 23.3.93: Secretary (W) handed
owver a list of six persons, includ-
ing their passport details, who
were suspected of involvement
in the homb blasts and had sub-
sequently flown from Dubai to
Karachion 17.3,93.
M 27.3.93: Photographs of
Memen family received from
Cabinet Secretary made avail-
able to the Pakistan HC by JS
(IPA), On 29.3.93 Pakistan High
Commission confirmed that the
photographs of the Memon fam-
ily have been forwarded to Pak-
istani authorities.
W 28.3.93: HCI Islamabad gave a
list of 10 persons whose pass-
ports had been revoked by GOL
W 30.3.93: NV No. J/103/20/93 —
18 sheets containing informa-
tion pertaining to physical ap-
pearance/distinguishing marks
of six wanted Indian persons
and information about their in-
volvement in the Bombay blast
conspiracy were handed over.
W 15.9.93: NV No. J/103/20/93 in
which we handed over addition-

al information about the involve- .

ment of the accused in the Bom-
bay bomb blast case. This includ-
ed:

(i) Copy of the manifesto of PIA
flight No. PK-214 from Dubai to
Karachi on 20.3.93 in which
three members of the Memon
family also travelled.

(ii) Details of the flights by
which 20 persons recruiied hy
Ibrahim Abdul Razak Memon
for training in camps in Pak-
istan travelled to Pakistan.,

(iii) Photograph relating to
grenades as well as the empty
cartons of explosives

W 16.6.94; HCI Isiamabad handed
over an Aide Memuoire to the
Pakistan Foreign Office seeking

extradition/deportation of 24
Indian naj#onals accused of
being ipr¥dlved in the Bombay

THE INDIAN CASE

Evidence/material provided to Pakistan by India.

bomb blast case.

W 11.08.94: HCI [slamabad hand-
ed over a second Aide Memoire
to the Pakistan Foreign Office
giving details of 20 absconders
wanted in the case, along with
their Interpol control numbers.

Hijacking of Indian Airlines
Flight 1C-814 (24-30 Dec, 1999)
B January 15, 2000: Note Verbal
o the High Commission of Pak-
istan forwarding a brief report
on hijacking of Indian Airlines
Flight 1C-814 and reguesting
them to apprehend the hijackers
and their accomplices who were
in Pakistan. {(Pakistan respond-
ed to this demarche in their
renly dated 24.1.2000 denying the
presence of these hijackers in
Pakistan and dismissing our de-
marche ag baseless and provoca-
tive, We refuied this by reiterat-
ing our demarche through a note
dated 4.2.2000)
W April 24, 2001: Note Verbal,
J/103/43/99-[V, to the High Com-
mission of Pakistan we formally
requested Pakistan to appre-
hend and extradite the hijackers
of Indian Airlines Flight TC-814,
whose addresses in Pakistan
were also meniioned in the Note
Verhal, Pakistan was alsu re-
minded of its ohligations under
the Montreal, Hague and Saarc
conventions as aiso the Simla
and Lahare agreements. List of
documents enclosed with the
note verbale:
(1) Red corner notices issued by
the Interpol requesting the hi-
jackers and their accomplices be
arrested;
(ii) Copies of affidavits by the
captain of the aircratt and two
passengers identifying the hi-
jackers; and
(iii) Atiested photographs of the
hijackers.
W June 8, 2001: Pakistan was re-
minded to take expeditious ac-
tion on our earlier demarche.

T

Chintese ambassador to Pakistan Lu Shulin with Pervez

3

Musharraf at Islamabad airport. (AP/PTI)

Extradition of Ranjit Singh
alias Neeta — terrorists activi-
ties in Jammu
MW 31.12.2000: NV No.
J/103/51/2001, handed over to
Counsellor (Political), Pakistan
High Commission on 1,1.2002 cn-
closing red corner notice issued
by Interpol Secretariat, Geneva
vide control No. A-723/7-2000. He
is wanted in a number of terror-
ist related otfences in India and
is presentiy reported to be in La-
hore, Pakistan.

Demarches made in connec-
tion with other cases.
W 11.8.90: A list of 12 fugitives
from law handed over by Foreign

Secretary to Pakistan B'S,

M 12.11.98: During the Composite
Dialogue talks between Home
Secretaries on Terrorism and
Narcotics, a duocument contain-
ing names of 32 tetrorists, fugi-
tives from law and underworld
erlements sheltered in Pakistan
was handed over to Pakistan.
The document also contained ev-
idence and material establish-
ing P’akistan's use of terrorism
against India.

N 31.12.2001: A list containing 20
fugitives from law currently in
I'akistan was handed over to
Pakistan DHC. Pakistan was re-
quested to apprehend and hand
over these individuals o India.

FROM PRANAY SHARMAAND
ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

Kathmandu, Jan. 3: Delhi
today came out with details of
the information it has provided
to Islamabad for the past decade
on terrorists carrying out their
activities in India and almost al-
ways finding safe haven in
Pakistan.

The latest offensive against
Islamabad raised doubts about
Pakistan’s sincerity in fighting
terrorism, asking the Pervez
Musharraf regime to prove that
its crackdown on the Jaish-e Mo-
hammad and Lashkar-e-Toiba
was a serious move.

“Proven terrorists, eriminals
and narcotics peddlers — why
should they find shelter in Pak-
istan? ] am unabhle to understand
what is in the soil of that coun-
try that allows these people to
find safe haven there?” said for-
cign minister Jaswant Singh, his
voice dripping with sarcasm.

The two-page document read
out by the minister referred to
the number of times India has
informed Pakistan about terror-
ists who had either fled to Pak-
isian after committing offence
or orchestrated crimes from
Pakistan. The communications
also contained details of their
invoivement in terrorist acts,
but these were not released.

The details of the evidence
were later shared with many of
the South Asian leaders. Singh
had meetings with five of them.
The one he could not meet was
his Bangladesh counterpart --
Morshed Khan who left for
Dhaka 1o receive British Prime
Minister Tony Blair

Pakistan foreign minister
Abelus Sattar, who arrived here
two days ago, has been making a
case for India providing evi-
dence for Pakistan to take fur-
ther action, having - as he
claimeq - already proved its sin-
eerity in fighting terrorism with
its recent crackdown.

“It is an untenable and unac-
ceptable position,” Singh said.

Bt i S
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“We have provided evidence
ahout the terrorists over the past
decade to Pakistan. Fven there-
after, we hear this same refrain.
It is saddening and misleading.
It is going away from the central
point.”

Singh said the Pakistani lea-
dership had not officiaily com-
municated anything (o the Indi-
an side aboul the measures it has
taken against terrorists. He said
no request for a meeting has
been made by Islamabad either:

The Saarc summit here has
for all practical purposes been
hijacked by the India-Pakistan
crisis. “Saarc is not a bilateral
forum. I am not here io conduct
India Pakistan relations,” Singh
said, but pruceeded to do exactly
that by taking Islamabad on its
repeated demands for evidence.

“This eurrent subterfuge of
seeking evidence is not accept-
able, like this thesis of providing
moral and diplomatic support to
terrorists,” he said. Singh added,
“I'm unable to understand how
moral support can be given to
terrorism, which is immoral.”
He spent thenext 15 minutes say-
ing India has been providing evi-
dence to Pakistan for a decade.

The list of communications
starts from March 1993 when
Delhi provided Islamabad de-
tails about Dawood Ibrahim and
the Memon brothers — held re-
sponsible for the bomb blasts in
Mumbai - goes through the hi-
jacking of the Indian Airfines
flight in 1999 and ends with a ref-
erence to the demarche handed
over by Indian foreign secretary
Chokila Iyer to the Pakistani
high commissioner in Delhi,

“It’s our hope that Pakistan
will do what it says it will do,”
Singh said. But he was quick to
add: “Tt must be in deeds and not
simply in words.” -

The summit hegins tomor-
row and A.B. Vajpayee, before
taking off for Kathmandu, said:
“Whatever weapon is available,
we will use it to defend our
selves” amid reports of more
border clashes. '
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{SLAMABAD .MUST ACT ON OUR LIST

Indla hints at giving more

- time to Pakistan " e

By C. Raja Mohan

KATHMANDU, 1AN. 3. As the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpavee, arrived here to attend the
summit of the South Asian leaders beginning
tomorrow, India appeared to open a wee bit of
diplomatic space for the de- escalation of the
curverit tensions wiih Pakistan.

Amidst worldwide. hopes for an Indo-Pak
engagement in Kathmandu, the External Af-
fairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, signalled India's
willingness 1o give more time 1o the Pakistan
President, Perver Musharraf, to dismantle the
infrastruciare for terrarism, while demanding
immediate action to prove his sincerity.

Addressing a crowded press conference on
the eve of the summit of the South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Cooperation, Mr, Singh
said, “I[ndia understands it will take a litle
time for Pakistan to address itself o its in-
ternal difficulties and dismantle all the edific-
es of terrorism that they bhave penmitied or
constructed over the last two decades.”

While giving Gen. Musharraf some breath-
ing room to comply with the demand for elim-
inating tervorism from its soil, Mr. Singh laid
down two specific actions that Pakisian could
take immediately as it continues to work on
demolishing the structures of terrorism.

Mr. Singh said “it is our expectation that a
more purposeful and forthright declaration
against terrorism’’ would come from Pakistan.
""We certainly expect action by Pakistan on the
list we have given of proven terrorists, crimi-
nals and narcotics traffickers,” he added.

If Gen. Musharraf can address these two de-
mands at once, 1t is not inconceivable that a
political dialogue between the (wo nations
could begin here ar Kathmandu.

The prospect for talks, India appears o be

saying, depends on the response of Gen.
Musharraf.

On the likelihoad of a dialogue either at a
ministerial ievel or between the Prime Minis-
ter, A. B. Vajpavee, and Gen. Musharrafhere in
Kathmandu, Mr. Singh said "'no such request
or indication has been received so far by In-
dia”.

This does not necessarily mean that if such
a request were to come from the Pakistan side
in the next couple of days, India would be
ready for talks. The suggestion appears 1o be
thart if Gen. Musharraf meets the benchmarks
for immediate action, there might be political

india releases evidence
KATHMANDU, JAN. 3. India today released

[ a comprehensive dacument hstmg evi- !
‘\ dence provided o Islamabad during the
past ane decade about the involvement !
{ of 20 criminals in terrorist acts whase ex- |
} tradition has been demanded by New |
Dethi.
‘L The External Affairs Minister, Taswant ’
{ Singh, released the two-page document. F
| Among the terrorists wanted include |
| thase accused in the Mumbai bomb |
| blasts and the hijacking of the Indian Air- |
lines plane to Kandahar. J
{ " The list of 20 fugitives was submitted to '
| Pakistan on December 31 through its |
| Deputy High Commissioner i New Del- |
hi, Jaleel Abbas Gilani. with a request to \
’ apprehend and hand over these criminals
| to Indis. “This (evidence) has been |
| shared with Pakistan. If thereafter they
| menue to say the same thing, it is mis- }
Ieadmg Mr Smgh said. — UNI oy

possibifities. Mr. Smgh reiterated (oday thal
Gen. Musharraf's moves against the Jaish-e-
Mohammad and the lashkar-e-Taiba “are
welcome steps in the right direction”, but he
added that “they need 1o be pursued and ad-
ditional steps taken”. “We hope Pakistan will
implement what it has announced.” he insist-
ed.

India’s decision w define the conditons un-
der which the crisis with Pakisian could be
defused comes amidst growing international
concerns about the danger of a nuclear war
benwveen the subcontinental rivals,

fndia will now wait to see if Gen, Musharral
would use his address to the SAARC canfer-
ence tomarrow 10 make that “purposetul dec-
laration against terrarisin’. 1 Gen. Musharraf
caula alse act decisively on the list of terror-
ists, the door could itrdeed apen for an early
dialegue between the two.

Mr, Singh today trashed the Pakistani de-
marnd far evidenice befote handing over these
criminals wanted by India. by calling it “a
lame excuse” anid a “sublerfuge”.

He dwelt at grear length on how (ndia has
shared evidence with Pakistan over ihe last
decade on a nurnber of terrorists wanted by
the Governmeni and the lack of response from
[slamabad.

Meanwhile, Mr. Vajpayee spent the evening
with the leaders of Nepal. He met the Prime
Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba, and
nounced a package ol soc 1al sector assistance
of [ndian Rs. 500 miflion o be dishursed in
Nepal over the next two years.

Mr. Vajpayee also called on King Gyanen-
dra, who is hosting a quiet private dinner {or
him.

M seeks pressure on Pak.: Page 12

No proposal} to’ meet Musharraf PM

By 1.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, JAN. 3. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
said today that he had no
proposal to meet the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
and that he did not feel that a
war was inevitable with
Pakistan in its fight against
tervorism. 1t diplomatic efforts
proved adequate to deter
Pakistan from inciting cross-
bhorder terrorism, there would
be no need for any alternatives,
he told presspersons shortly
before his departure for
Kathmandu to attend the
SAARC meeting.

However, he said, Pakistan's
response was quite inadeyuate
and India was not satisfied
with its steps to contain
terrorism in its territory.

{ndia would like to know
how many persons involved in
terrorist activities had been
arrested, who they were and
what the charges against them
were. How many persons
linked to the terrorist attack on
Parliament had been arrested?

Pakistan was bound by the
U.N. Security Council
resolutions which forbade

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, being received at the
Kathmandp airport on Thursday. At right is the Nepalese Prime
Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba. — Reuters

‘Put temple issue on hold’

By Dur Special Correspondent

LUCKNOW, JaN. 3. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari

Vajpayee, today asked various Hindu

start the construction of the Ram temnple. He had
negotiated settiemnent of the
dispute could be found by that date and never

only hoped that a

couniries from abetting
terrarism. Pakistan had,
however, not taken any step

against terrorist organisations
functioning from its soil, Mr.
Vajpayee said. There were
adequate indications that
Pakistan was not prepared to
shun terrorism, be said.

Replying to a specific
question, the Prime Minister
said there was no proposal
betore the country to
dishonour the water treaty with
Pakistaun.

He, however, clarified that he
had never mentioned a nuclear
war with Pakistan in his speech
at the Arva Pratinidhi
Sammelan here on Wednesday.
India’s stand on the use of
nuciear weapons had been
made amply clear.

The country stood by its
policy of no first use of nuclear
arms in the event of a war.
Nuclear weapons could never
be used against countries
having no such weapons. India
was not in the arms race and
its weapons were meant ondy
for self-defence.

He said he looked forward io
meeting the Presidents of the
Maldives and Sri Lanka and the
Prime Ministers of Bangladesh
and Bhutan, to pick up the
threads of cordial bilateral
relationship.

Mr. Vajpayee said he would
also 1ake np the issue of

an- -

-

claimed that he would find a solution before
March 12, the Prime Minister said.

Asked to comment on the VHP leaders’
statement that they would camipaign in the polls
against political parties opposed to the temple
construction, he said in 4 democracy everyone
had a right to have his or her own opinion.

The VHP also had the freedorm to express itself.
He, however, hoped that the organisation would
keep in view the political realities of the day.

organisations to place on the backinmer all
contenticus issues, including the Ram temple.
Terrarism had emerged as the most importam
issue before the country and all other problems
shauld he kept aside for the present, he said,
Talking to newspersons here, he clarified his
reported statement that he was having
negotiations to find a setilement to the Avodhya
dispute before March 12, the date when the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) has threatened 1o

attacks on Hindus with the
Bangladesh Prime Minister,
Regum Khaleda Zia,
Bangladesh's attenton had
already been drawn to the
issue and some steps had been
taken. There would be further
talks with Begum Zia in this i
regard, he said. :
‘Put aside rivafries’ Page 12




“Indo-Pak can do a Bonn on Ka

Javed Ahmed Mir, vice-chair-
mian of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Liberation Fromt, needs no
introduction in the trouble-tom
siate. He iy a first-gencration
menther of the JIKLF which
gave the call in the tate 1980
to hundreds of thousands of
Kashmiri youths to fake part in
the “armed freedom struggle”.
Mir was among those who had
crmsed the Line of Conirol for
drINS Eraining.

Mir (40) is now a very vocal
separatist feader advocating
peace. The media-friendlv for-
mer chief commander of the
JKLF — who recently shun-
ned his “freedom” (o mary a
Srinugar-based advocate —
spoke 1o KAVITA SURI in an
interview that focussed on the
importance of resolving the
Kashmir imbroglio uafter the
war in Afghanistan. Excerps:

In view of the 11 September
terrorist strikes in the USA and
the subsequent action in Afghan-
istan, what do you think about
the Kashmir issue?

[ strongly believe that India
and Pakistan should immediately
start 1alks 1o end the blooagshed

Y the state. Otherwise. there s
danger of the subconiinent wit-
nEsSsing 4 worse scenario than

-meaningful dialogue. The

| SRIBBLE EEEEE |

Afghanistan. India and Pakistan
should not play hide and seek.
The Kashmir issuc is complex
and a dangerous problem in
south Asia,

We do not want cruise

countries should work towards
ending the violence beforc trving
w find a solutivn on  the
negotiation table. This solution
should have the censent of the

missiles to be fired at us as l'_
in Afghanistan, We do ' not
want the Prithvis, Ghaznis or
Shakeens 10 trade fire. India !
and Pakistan must resolve .
their dispute over Kashmir
with talks on the lines of the
Bonn conterence on Af-
ghanistan. When warring
Afghan factions can meet in
Bonn, why cant a similar
conference be held in Delhi,
Islamabad or on any other
neutral venue on Kashmir.
India and Pakistan should
see reason and concentrate
on resolving the perplexed
issue {of Kashmir) now that’
peace is restored in Afghan-
istan. This is the best time
to end hostilities and start a

problem should be solved.

How do vou suggest the
problem he solved?

We demand that a
tritateral  dialogue between
India, Pakistan and the people of
Jammu and Kashmir be initiated
to end the c¢risis, The two

e e The e
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JKLF Ieaer Javed Mir: B&odbalh should stop now.

people of the state.

They must learn from the war
in Afghanistan and resolve Lhe
Kashmir issue. Let us prepare an
agenda. The fact that talks could
be held in Agra was promising. If
a solution is not found, the
Kashmirts will continue to suffer,

But the JKLF boycotted the tea
party hosted by the Pakistan
High Commission in New Delhi
last July on the grounds that no
hilateral dialogue could be held
without taking the people of
Jammu and Kashmir into consi-
deration?

Let the bhijateral dialogue
begin, We can join later. Without
the Kashmir leadership’s partici-
pation, no solution can be reach-

-ed. But our prime concern is that

the bloodshed should end and
there is no change in the JKLF
stand. .

We, as always, want an inde-
pendent Jammu and Kashmir.
We also believe that these wwo
countries alone can solve the
problem. Neither the USA nor
any other country can help
because the problem relates to
the two nuclear powers. If talks
do not start today, tomorrow
may be too late. This is the time
to bury the hatchet.

Your organisation was the first
one in Kashmir te introduce
“armed freedom struggle” in
Kashmir. Your cadres asked the
youth to fight India. What do you
feel is the role of the gun now
when foreigners have also joined

in? 57 \ -5 /)‘

Twelve years ago, Kashmir was

not a global issue. An armed
freedom struggle wus necessary
1o infuse life i We hisd
resorl to the gon because
no one was paying heed to
our plight. Kashmir came
into the limelight becavse
we had taken up the gun.
| The Kashmir issue is out
of vold storage, World
leaders talk about the
| staie.
i AL least B people
i have been killed. hundreds
of women raped. youths in
U their thousands kiled in
custogy and many forced
to disappuar. We belicve
cnough is enough, The gun
has played its role. our jub
is done and the bloodbath
in Kashmir should siop
now.

et
imo

The JKLF was also the
first ontht in Kashinir to
declare a ceasefire in 1994
amidst much criticism, Do
you still sopport the
ceasefire and want to go
with the few wmilitant
groups appealing for it ?

No, we don’t. We Have lcarnt
from experience. We announced
a ceasefire in 1994 but then see
what happencd. More than 604
JKLF cadres were kilied in fake,
encounters and taken into secu-
rity forces” custody. Scares of our
men are still languishing in iails,
New laws are being framed to
suppress the Kashmiris. But des-
pile ali odds, the JKLE"s diplo-
matic and pelitical battle is on
and we will soon see the dawn of
freedom.

But the Government of india is
rigid on its Kashmir stand. In
such a situation, how do you
foresee “a dawn of Treedom™?

Kashmir is a vexed, 53-vear-
old issue. Even Indin admits 10
its complexiry, 1t has the poten-
tial of triggering o nuclear war
between India and Pakistan that
will engulf souih Asia. A reso-
lution 1o the conflict cannot be
put off for long. They have 1o
come to the table with the
Kashmiris who arc a principal
party to the problem and ham-
mer out 4 lasting sclution. And it
is the duty of the other world
powers and the USA to prevail
upon India and Pakistan to
resolve the issue.

Evervhody has been saying that
once the Afghanistan war is over,
the world community’s focus will
shift to Kashmir. What do you
feel?

Kashmir, T belicve, s oven
more dangerous than Afghanis-

shmir—

an. Two nuclear powers are
ivolved. Can you imagine the
catastrophe if a solution 1o the
problem 15 delayed 7 One day,
the USA and other powers have
to come forward to prevent
south Asta from turning into a
gravevard.

But there has been an apparent
shift in Pakistan’s policy vis-&-
vis Afghanistan and, especially,
the Taliban, Do you foresee any -
change in Pakistaw's stance en
Kashmir?

Pakistan is an impaortant party
i0 the Kashmir problem. Unlike
Afghanistan, the Kashmir issue
has been hanging fire since the
Partition in 1947, In no way can

Pakistan distance itself from
Kashmir.
What is your opinion about

(Osama Bin Laden?
We have nothing to do with
Osama bin Laden or the Tulibar}.

What aboul reports of strang
differences between the JKLF
and the ANl Party Hurriyat
Conference?

The JKLF is a constiluent of
the Hurriyat. We have plaved an
important role jo the formation
of the conglomerate. So, the
question of serious differcnces
does not arise. One has to
remember that 80,000 Kashmiris
sacrificed their lives for the
cause. However, some differ-
e¢nces are bound to be there.

But the Kashmiris have openly
suppoited the Taliban and Hin
Laden. This was evident from
the public demonstrations at
several places in the Kashmir
Valley. Comment.

That  was an  emotional
outbursl, The Kashmiris have
been facing such a situation for
I2 years. We are involved in it.
They could relate themselves
with it That was it.

Do you feel that your movement
for the freedom of Kashmir has
been hijacked by many other
outfits operating in Jammu and
Kashmir?

Well, it is an indigenous
movement, If people from other
countries are involved in the
freedom struggle of Kashmir,
what can we do about it? That is
why we say India and Pakistan
have to take measures 1o end the
deadlock.

We appeai to General Pervez
Musharraf and Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee to resolve
the issue in the interest of the
peonle.

{ The author is The Statesman’s
Jammu-based correspondent. )
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Dec 13 & After

Angry India Disengages from Pakistan

ByMANOJ JoSHI 9oy [

‘W8 A\

HE Indian response to the

December 13 attack appears to
mark an end to the two-decade old
policy of trving to engage Pakistan
in friendly relations, even while
fending off its covert assault on the
country. While forces are massed on
the borders, the sum total of the
Indian response is the beginning of
a process of turning the country’s
back on Pakistan, rather than
launching any offensive action.
Reacting to enormous public anger,
the government has taken recourse
1o the inter-state version of Gand-
hi's non-cooperation movement
and begun distancing itself from
Pakistan. At the heari of ifs strategy
is the question: Should India have
‘normal’ relations with a state that
appears determined tc do it all
manner of harm?

After years of unilaterally trying
to sustain a policy of turning the
other cheek, New Delhi has now
determined on a new course of
action. Aware that the military
balance is such that New Delhi
cannot  cut  Islamabad’s nose
without ending up spiting its own
face, India has decided to change
the existing rules of the game. There
will be no normal relations between
the two countries, unfess there is a
cessation of military, financial and
political support to Pakistani ter-
rorist groups operating in Kashmir .

Countries appealing for restraint
can say litfle about action that is
primarily defensive. Withdrawing
vour high commissioner and half
his staff hurts India as much as
Pakistan. Terminating iransporta-
tion links, too, hurts India as much
as Pakistan. But what this unprece-
dented action signals is the inaugu-
ration of a policy that is more in
keeping with the real nature of the
ties between the two countries.

Throughout the "90s India’s
policy was one of trying to engage
Pakistan,  despite = mounting
evidence of Islamabad’s compilicity
in terrorist actions against India. As
part of this, India agreed to join
Pakistan in working on agreements
not to attack each other’s nuclear
facilities, providing prior informa-
tion for military exercises and
offered serious negotiations on
Kashmir and other outstanding
disputes. New Delhi extended the
hand of cooperation wherever it
could in multilateral fora like the
WTO, SAARC and the UN.

This unsustainable policy came
close to be derailed twice. Once,
following the Bombay blasts and
then in Kargil in 1999. Uncommon
restrait on New Delhi's part
prevented a retaliatory war.

Islamabad’s strategy of hiding its

military and financial support to its
proxies — Kashmiri and Sikh
militants and Pakistani jihadis —
has been summed up by the term
“plausible deniability”. Yet there is
enough evidence of the Pakistani
official hand in the work of
terrorists in India. In April
1990, following the murder of
Kashmir University vice-chancellor
Mushir-ul-Haq, the JKLF issued a
press-note accepting its role in it as
well as admitting that orders for the
murder had been given by an ISI
officer in the name of JKLF leader
Amanullah Khan.

In October 1992, Punjab police
gunned down Talwinder Singh
Parmar, a Canadian national along
with a Pakistani, Inthekab Ahmad
Zia and a Kashmiri militant,
Habtbullah aka Ghuiam Nabi
Baba. Pakistan issued an official
protest note claiming that Zia was a
migsing hospital administrator who
had nothing to do with the other

IN BRIEF

+ After years of rying fo engage
Pakistan, India appears to have
decided to furn its back on its
hostile neighbour

= Pakistan gives the appearance
of ¢racking down on terrorism,
but in reality has not done so

= |tis ironic, therefore, that the US
expects fhie two countries jointiy
to fight terrorism

» The world shou!d understand
that India’s diplomatic war is
the cheapest response it
can offer to Pakistan

two persons. Indian authorities
then produced the three visa
applications written in the same
hand — by Zia — where, contrary
to Pakistani claims, he had said he
was in the construction business.

The third and most damning
episode was in 1993 following the
arrests made after the Bombay
blasts, arguably the worst act of ur-
ban terrorism, till the WTC tragedy.
Yakub Memon, one of the principal
accused and who surrendered to
the police, had with him a Pakistani
national identity card and a Pak-
istani passport. Gul Mohammed,
one of those arrested had a number
of curious passport entries, which
showed him leaving Mumbai on
February 17, 1993 and returning
from Dubai on March 3, In addition
to the entryfexit stamps at both
these destinations, the passport
showed that Mohammed had left
Dubai on the 20th and returned on

March 1, but this was not against
any valid visa. Mohammed
confessed that between those dates
he had been taken to Pakistan to
get rudimentary training on the use
of explosives and AK-47s. He had
no valid visa and had been spirited
past the immigration by some
Pakistani officials.

Indian policy so far has been
hinged on the hope that the US will
realise that dismantling the Pak-
istan’s jehud machine is vital to its
awn interests. But, post-December
13, realpolitik appears to have
come into play. '[%e US says that
Gen Musharraf and the Pakistani
military have seen the error of their
ways and are committed fighters
apgainst terrorism. Yet, the US is
aware that each step that Mushar-
raf took against the Taliban and
now the Lashkar and the Jaish has
been done following US pressure.
There is little or no contrition in the
cocky dictator for what his country
has wrought on India. For ag-
grieved Indians, therefore, there
can only be black humour in Amer-
ican appeals for India to fight
terrorism jointly with Pakistan. Re-
ports suggest that Pakistan is re-
siructuring the jehad machine.
Some parts of it are being rela-
belled to placate the fussy Ameri-
cans, others are being re-assembled
in PoK. Fhe aim is to enhance the
‘plausibility of denial’ needed for
the next terrorist strike.

Following December 13, India
has massed its forces in a show of
strength but is unlikely to cross the
border. This studied caution is a
necessary consequence of the mili-
tary balance. In a three-week war
framework, Pakistan and India
have a rough parity. In such circum-
stances, a cross-border military
strike is fraught with all manner
of consequences, including the
possibility of a nuclear exchange.
While this alone need not deter
India, the global conjuncture
suggests that the new policy of
relentless non-offensive  actions
could pay better dividends. Chief
among these onght to be the issue
of withdrawing from the Indus
Waters Treaty whose sole purpose
was to guarantee the waters of the
three northern rivers to Pakistan.
India should also examine the pos-
sibility of withdrawing from a slew
of confidence building mcasures
arrived at in the "90s. These are
bound to be seen as the diplomatic
equivalent of a “scorched earth”
policy, but the world should know
that this is the cheapest response
that India can offer to a policy of
unbridled hostility from Islamaba}i.
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Jaswant

Singh have been deluged with exhor-
tations to meet Pervez Musharraf
and/or Abdul Sattar. Should they decide
to do so, they would do well to limit
themselves to underlining India’s deter-
mination to take the war to Pakistan if it
does not put a complete stop to cross-
border terrorism. To do otherwise now,
after having mobilised its froops in a cal-
culated exercise in coercive diplomacy,
would increase — not reduce — the risk
of war in the not too distant future.

India cannot afford to relent now. The
United States is continuing its ambiva-
lence on terrorist violence against civil-
ians and security forces in Kashmir. The
evidence that it is gradually siipping into
drawing such a distinction between ter-
rorist attacks in India and attacks in
Kashmir is too great to ignore.

While announcing the blockage of the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba's funds on December
20, George W. Bush described it as “a
Stateless rogue organisation based in
Kashmir” that had been indulging in ter-
rarist activities in bath Indiz and Pak-
istan. This description is incorrect on
both counts, but its implications are too
serious to ignore.

If the Lashkar is a Kashmiri organisa-
tion, then its attacks on the Indian secu-
rity forces in Kashmir are acts of insur-
geney and not terrorism. If it is attacking
both India and Pakistan, then it is by
definition not under Pakistan's control.
India cannot, therefore, expect the Amer-
ican understanding — much less support
— if goaded by continuing attacks in
Kashmir it takes retaliatory action that
invalves ¢rossing into Pakistan lervitory.

There are indications that Bush soon
realised his mistake. In a statement the
next day. he clarified that the Lashkar
was “astateless sponsor of terrorisin that
has conducted operations against Indian
troops and civilian targets”. He also
explicitly mentioned not only the attack
on Parliament, but also the October 1 car
bombing of the Jammu and Kashmir leg-
1slative assembly in Srinagar.

Despite this, the tendenecy to draw a
distinction between Kashmir and the
rest of India remains visible in virtually
every statement from the White House
and the sfate department. At an off-the-
cuff press conference in Crawford, Texas,
on December 31, President Bush said, “I
urged President Musharraf to do every-
thing he cowld to crack down on the
terrorist netwark that had. .. raided the
Indian Parliament.”

That distinction also remains palpable
in what the US administration is nof say-
ing. Chief amoung its omissions is any
mention of the continued killing of civil-
ians in Kashmir. Between December 20,
when terrorists Killed five Hindu and

l N THE run-up to the SAARC summit,

" By PREM SHANKAR JHA

LOAD 'EM UP: An indian soldier in Kashmir near the india-Pakistan border

Sikh women in Anantnag, and January 1,
when they gunned down six members of
a Hindu family, including two children, in
Poonch, there have been three attacks on
Hindus and Sikhs. There is not amention
of these murders in any statement ema-
nating from Washington.

Instead, Washington has doled out lav-
ish praise to Musharraf for his condem-
nation of the attack on Parliament and
his decision to freeze the bank accounts
of the Lashkar and Jaish-e- Muhammed.
How cosmetic these moves wére was
demonstrated by the fact that the
Lashkar's account contained only Rs 900.

Washington has sound reasons for
not bearing down oo hard on Musharraf.
The general has turned out to be a
valuable, if initially reluctant, ally in
the anti-Taliban war. 1t does not want
to see him replaced by a radical general
or muliah.

Where the US conld be going wrong is
in its eagerness to believe that Pakistan
is not a reluctant ally but a wiiling part-
ner in the war on ferror. To justify this
belief, the US state department has creat-
ed an image of Musharraf that is radi-
cally at variance with the one that India
has. According to it, Pakistan is basically
a moderate [siamic nation whose govern-
meni went astray when it began to sup-
port the bigoted Taliban in its bid to cap-
ture power in Afghanistan.

The success of the Taliban created a
backlash that strengthened Islamic fun-
damenialists within Pakistan and made
them a contender for State power, Since
the Taliban were creations, in part, of the
JSI, the latter also got embroiled in
Afzhanisian and became progressively
mare ‘Talibanigsed’. This increased the
danger to the Pakistani State.

Musharraf, who is a moderate, was

aware of the fundamentalist danger o
Pakistan, and has heen trying to bring its
many private religious militias under con-
trol. He first set a deadline of April 30,
2000, for them to surrender their arms.
When that proved abortive, he set a fresh
one of April 30, 2001, When that too was
ignored, he cracked down on them in
Sindh and arrested a large number of
their cadres, including many Lashkar
activists. But for reasons that remain
unclear, he was forced once more to hack
down and let them off,

September 11 gave Musharraf the
npportunity to cut his links with the Tal-
iban and crush the jehodis in Pakistan
that he had secretly been longing for. He
is busy consolidating his success.

Having started down the road tomaking
Pakistan a modern, economically viable
country, he cannot — and does not — want
o furn about once more, He can be relied
upon to bring the jehadis whe are target-
ing Kashmir and the rest of India under
control. All he needs is time todo so at a
pace that does not give the appearance of
a surrender to Indian preasure.

India views Pakistan and Musharraf
through a much darker glass. First, Pak-
istan did not stray into supporting the
Taliban. It moved in deiiberately to gain
complete control over Afghanistan. It
tried to do this first through Gulbuddin
Hekmatvar and then, after October 1994,
through the Taliban. Its motives were
never entirely clear or logical. but the
predominant one was to acguire stralegic
depth for its defence,

But defence against whom? Of course,
India. This motive gained a new impor-
tance after 1988, when Pakistan began
fomenting an insurgency in Kashmir.

Indian analysts believe that Musharraf
neither can not wants to curb the 181. He

.N
WAB OR PEACE: India should be ready to wage war f Pakistan does ot stop cross- -border terrorism

Apply relentless pressure

&f%

wants (o confine it to Kashmir. They think
that the US overestimates Musharral’'s
capacity to contral the ISL Throughout the
Afghan war, the IS{ trained the jehadis,
kept the CIA away from the camps and
insisted that all money for the rmujafideen
be funnelled through it.

In 1987-88, despite the fact that the
Afghan war was winding up, it imported
and irained as many as 16,006 more
Jehadis, In 1990, a large proportion — per-
haps as many as 6,000 to 7,000 (including
2.600 Egyptians) — were left in Pakistan,
When the Taliban captured eastern, and
then the whole of Afghanistan, the IS
moved not ondy the felied training camyps
to Afghanistan but also the several thou-
sand remaining Arab mujalideen.

It only remained for Osama bin Laden
to arrive angd knit them togethet into Al-
&Qaeda. The 15 is thus the parent not just
of the Taliban, but of Al-Qaeda itself.

There is overwhelming evidence that
between 18392 and 1896, Peshawar was the
centre of international Islamie terror-
ism. Al the terrorist attacks on rhe West
and its allies — the first bambing of the
World Trade Center, the succession of
assassihation attempts on Egyptian lead-
ers in 1992 and 1993, and the abortive
attempt to blow up 10 United Airlines
planes in Southeast Asia -— were coordi-
nated from Pechawar.

From Ramzi Youssef to the bombers
of Mairobi and Dar-es-Salaam, all had
return air tickets to Karachi. Following
the interception of a telegram to the
Iglamic Jehad from Peshawar in 1993,
Egvpt broke its relations with Islamabad
for a vear till the latter made amends. To
assume that the ISL, which still met the
living expenses of these highly motivated
former jehadis knew nothing about their
activities {s absurd.

Musharraf himself may be a moderate
Muslim, but he is no moderate on Kash-
mir. He has, time and again. repudiated
the Simla agreement as an unequal wweaty
forced upon a defeated nation. He*has
refused {o endorse it as a starting point
for future negotiations on Kasbmir

Nothing suggests that he will change
his objectives after one serious reverse.
Before December 13, Musharrat had
made no secret of his intention to divert
the returning Pakistani and Arab Tal-
iban and Al-Qaeds to Kashmir. He had
heen urging the Lashkar and Jaish to
mave their headquarters to Pakistani-
administered Kashmir even belfore
Sentember 11 Roth arganications had
announced that they were doing so, and
appointed Kashmiris to head them.

If Musharral is changing his tune new,
it is only because of India's mobilisaion
for war and the intense international
pressure. For [ndia o relent now, when
ithe US is falling proy 1o its own wishful
thinking, would be sheer {oliy.

" x

LBt Bl

- _‘/‘Jsl';n“ b b

- 1
‘Jn--' "‘“‘

= ﬂ J;'l\n h*-



%/‘Military option if diplomacy fails’

_ NEW YORK, JAN. 3. India would like to wait for the
' putcome of various diplomatic efforts to make Pa-

. kistan take action against the terrorist groups which
- were behind the attack on Parliament, but would not

N

rule out the military option if this failed, the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, has said,

India would wait 1o see whether various d A]omatr
ic initiatives succeeded in getting Pakistan to take
effective action against the groups which mounted a
suicidal assault an Partiamnent, the New York Times
quated bin as saying on Wednesday. pi4) -y

“If they should fail, 1then we are left with only the
option that the United States exercised 1o deal with
terrorism,” he said. Asked if he meant the military
option, Mr. Fernandes said, "That's right". "If we
are pushed, we'll have to take on the war against
terrorism ali by ourselves.”

Replying to questions, he said Pakistan's pusses-
sion of a nuclear arsenal would not deter India from
taking military action,

“I can't believe they would ever use it for the sim-
ple reason that they would be inviting a second
strike,” he said. “‘That could be devastating given
Pakistan’s size.” India, the paper gquoted him as say-
ing, did have contingency plans for various military
actions against Pakistan. If diplomacy tailed, “therc
will be options, but once you speak about them then

they don’t remain options,” 9.,1\4/\1)’ (\“W'\

Mr. Fernandes said the steps Pakistan had taken
so far to crack down on lslamic militant groups in-
dulging in terrarism in Kashmir were “illusory and
have done nothing te reduce the level of terrorist
violence.” — PTI
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Ready for talks: Pak;./=

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 3. Pakistan today
said that it was prepared for talks
with India on all issues including
the circumstances leading to the

present tension between the wo
countries. QLN\'?S e

The Pakistan Fbreign Ministry
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
told a news conference here today
maintained that Pakistan had
condemned the December 13 at-
tack on Mdian Parliament and
sought proof about the involve-
ment of any individual or orga-
nisation based in Pakistan in the
incident. LIPRE \

1t is for the first time that Islay '
mabad has talked about its wil-
lingness to sit across the table
with New Dethi to discuss the is-
sues arising out of the terror at-
tack on Parliament.

Mr. Khan also took exception to
the reported observations made
by the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, in Lucknow and main-
fained that such statements
would not help to de- escalate the
tension.

In response to a question on
the New York Times report stating
that the President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, has ordered the 151 to cut off
all its support to non- Kashmir
militant groups, the spokesman
described it as speculative and
denied that it has contemplated a
change in its Kashmir policy as re-
sult of the present crisis.

Mr. Khan also denied that the
Government cantemplated to ef-
fect a U-turn to its Kashmir policy

similar to that of the reversal of its
policy towards the Taliban after
the September 11 terrorist attacks
in the United States. “'it remains
what it has been.”

Asked whether Gen. Mushar-
raf’s last night's statement ruling
out handing over of the wanted
militants to India marked a
change in Pakistan's policy, he
said there was no change or dit-
ference. He said Gen. Musharral
spoke of action under domestic
laws. The domestic laws come in-
to play even if Pakistan initiated
action under the SAARC conven-
tion on terrorism. S il was essen-
tial that India furnished evidence.

About the British Prime Minis-
ter, Tony Blair's proposed visit to
india and Pakistan next week (o
iron out differences between the
two countries, he said Pakistan
welcomed bilateral or multilateral
talks with India to resolve all dif-
ferences including the Kashmir
issue.

About the reporfed statement
by the Indian Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, that India
would use any weapon o defend
itself, he said Pakistan was a re- .
sponsible member of the interna-
tional community and exercised |
Maximum restraint. :

He said Pakistan also has made
diplomatic efforts to defuse the
sitwation.  ““The international ,
comImunity is supporling Pakis-
tan’'s sland that the situation
should be resolved through nego-
tiations. We are using all diplo- |
matic means 10 de-escalate the |

situaton.” /
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ISLAMABAD, JAN. 2. Pakistan today
declined to comment on reports
that its President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, had ordered the In-
ter- Services Intelligence [IS1) to
end backing the militant groups
in Kashmir, while Western dipho-
mats maintained that there was a
big shift in the government’s pot-
icy of supporting the “jehadis.”
In response to a question on a
report in the New York Times
about the 151 being asked to stop
supporting the “jehadi” outfits in
Kashmir, the Pakistan Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Mr. Aziz
Ahmed Khan, said he was not

aware of the report gand develop-
ment. e ?XA&

Quoting senjor officials ih the
Musharraf  government, the
newspaper said the future sup-
port of the regime would go only
to the Kashmiri groups with local
roots that are not part of the “je-
had" (holy war). The decision
would end the armed activities of
the Jaish-e-Mchammad and the
Lashkar-e-Tajba,

A senior Western diplomat,
while declining to comment on
the veracity of the report, main-
tained that there was a discerna-
ble shift in the poiicy of the
Musharraf government towards
the “jehadi” outfits in the last
few weeks.

151 ‘ordered’ to ke'ep off -
. jehadi outfits i

By B. Muralidhar Reddy F D‘ “There is l‘lﬁe doubt that the

J&K

Pakistan  government  has
launched a crackdown on the
“jehadi” outfits and extremist re-
ligious organisations in the last
few weeks. Today virtually all the
top leaders of the militant outfits
and religious parties are either
under house arrest or detention,

“All I would like to say is to
repeat the recent statement of
the U.S. President, Mr. George W,
Bush, urging for more time 1o
Gen. Musharraf. There is a lot of
meaning in the statement of Mr.
Bush”, the diplomat said.

The repurt in the New York
Times was parily corroborated by
a functionary of the Hizb-ul-Mu- |
jahideen. “Yes it is a fact. We see |
a distinct change in the atiitude -
of the Pakistan government to- :
wards the Pakistan based “jeha- .
di” ouffits. There is every -
possibility that we could be the
beneficiary of the changed pol-
icy”, the functionary told The
Hindu. '

The New York Times said
groups such as the Hizb would
get “moral and politicai” support .
from the Pakistan government,
but not military training and
weapons. They would also be re- |
quired to purge all non-Kashmiri
Muslims, including c¢he Arabs
and Chechens who have fought
in the groups behind the attack .

on Parliameni.

THE HINDU
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Jaswpnt Singh and Abdul Sattar at the Saarc Foreign Ministers’ Qonference in Kammanau un sweunesuay.

he General cries halt

Musharraf orders ISI to stop backing militants

A
John F. Burns \/\ v

Islamuabed, Junugry 2 f&f\ A

SENIGR PAKISTANI officials
said on Tuesday that President
Pervez Musharraf had ordered
the 181 to cut off backing for
Islamic militant groups fighting
in Kashmir They said future
support would ga only ta groups
with roots in Kashmir that ave
not part of the Isiamic holy war
movement that has its most
notorious expression in Osama
hin Laden's al- Qaida.

Pakistani officials said Gener-
a} Musharral's orders would
etid the armed activities of the
Jaish-e-Mohammad and the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, accused in
the attack on Parliament in
December, as wall as of other
militant groups that have used
bases in Pakistan to mount
attacks in Kashmir

Although Pakistani officiais
have questioned the evidence
India has provided against the
twa groups, they acknowledged
that the outfits were regponsible
for about 70 per cent of all
attacks in Kashmir in the last
three years.

The officials, who outlined
General Musharraf's plans,
said the Pakistani leader had
ordered the shutdown of the
wing in 1581 that deals exclu-
sively with the armed groups
that Pakistan hacks in Kash-
mir. The officials said that in
the future, Pakistan would

e

-

[imif its backing to groups with
roots in Kashmir and rely on
Kashmiris to conduct miltitary
operations.

As anexampie of groups that
would continue to get Govern-
ment backing, officials cited the
Hizbul Mujahideen, which dom-
inated the Kashmir insurgency
from its beginning in 1989 until
the mid-19%0s..

The Hizbul, the officials said.
would get “moral and political”
support from the Government
in Islamabad, but not military
iraining and weapons. They
wonld also be required to purge
all non-Kashmirt Muslims,
including Arabs and Chechens.
In the last two years, India has
claimed 1o have captured or
killed growing numbers of for-
eign mercenaries, mostly Arabs.
Western intelligence reports
have confirmed that many of
those {ighters were trained by
the al-Qaida in Afghanistan.

. P
“The demslon%g;%éenfméab\ to change course, especially

to cut off support to all non-
indigenous groups in Kashmir,”
the officials said. They added
that  General  Musharraf
believed that the change in poli-
cy would ‘cause a scaling down
aof the freedom struggle, but will
not be its end,” and that he felt
that “lowering the leve]l of
insurgency is not too high a
price to pay for protecting the

couniry” against an Indian
attack, whose conventional
forces far outnumber Pak-
istan’s,

Western diplomats who have
been in contact with General
Musharraf during the crisis
described the decision as his
boldest step vet 1o defuse the
tensions that have gripped the
subcontinent in the aftermath
of the Parliament aftack.

But the diplomats noted thar a
succession of Pakistani leaders
have found that ordering the ISI

LASHKAR THREATENS TO BLOW UP TAJ

A LETTER received on the official e-mail address of UP Chief
Minister Rajnath Singh from Lasker@Pakisiani.com has threat-
ened suicide attacks on the Taj Mahai, the Chief Minister, Sama-
jwadi Party chief Mulayam Singh Yadav, BSP vice-president
Mayawati and Housing Minister Lalji Tandon. It also speaks of
intended attacks on the UP Assembly and vital installations,
including railway stations. The letter was received on December
24 but downloaded only on Tuesday:

HTC, Lucknow

when it involves fslamic militant
groups, has not always succeed-
ed. The diplomats said that the
{81, operating in the shadows.
with few controls an its spend-
ing. has long been a rogue
agency, capable of continuing
support for groups that it has
formally disavowed, as iy did for
at least a few weeks after Gener- r
al Musharraf ardered an end to /
support for the Taliban in Sep- |
tember, l

Since then, General Mushar-
raf has appointed a new ISI ‘
chief, but even he has acknowl- |
edged privately that getiing {
cotplete control af the agency
will take time.

Aldes to General Musharraf
said the curbs on militant
groups fighring in Kashmir
would come with political risks.
Among those. they said, was the
enhanced danger of militants’
tryving to assassinate General
Musharraf.

Buf General Musharraf has
offereqd his own answer, [ a
speech on December 25, he said
the country had followed a path
in recent vyears that had
"undermiined 1stam to a level
that people of the world associ-
ate it with illiteracy. backward-
ness, intglerance, ahscuran-
tism and militancy.” and that |
the choice for Pukisian now |
was 1o make radical changes or |
to court disaster. !

The New York Times |

FHE HINDUSTAN TIMEY

-3 AN 202



pd

P

'BILATERALS WON'T FIND A PLACE AT SAARC'

Pak must act,
1n51sts Indla

Nilova Roy chaudhury
i Kathmandy o0

Jan. 2. — India is in no mood to
budge from its stand on Pakistan
despite interpational pressuie
for a meeting between the two
countries. Indian officials said:
“We are here for’ Saa-

re..bilaterals do not have a place.

here.”

They remained indifferent 1o
the Pakistani officials’ efforts to
question the list of 20 terrorists
India had handed over to its

neighbour. “They (Pakistan} are

very well aware of what is
required of them and it is for
them to show that they intend to
wipe out terrorism,”
spokesperson said.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee will
arrive here lomorrow. The Prime
Minister has nothing but the
summit in general on his agenda,
officials said. He'll stay at
Soaitee hotel on the outskirts of
the city,

The' summit, beginning on
Friday, will be heid at King
Birendra Convention Centre.
~The  theads of various
governments will “retreat” to
Magaskot on  Saturday, but
officials ruled out any possibility
of a one-on-one exchange
between the [ndian anmd
Pakistani heads,

the

In an interview to

Mos 1:31ad 30 TRK Ascemblv attack

an official.

P R

N6pdlese media Mr
Vajpayee said (without naming

today,

" Pakastan directly): “Some states

follow a policy of sponsoring and
sheltering - terrorist -organis-
ations. The coordinated efforts
of the international community

-should be aimed at .pressurising

them to abandon it."
. Genenl Pérvez Muqharraf is

 Teawith the
General?

KATHMANDU, Jan. 2, —
. The Nepalese Prime Minister,
Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba, is
tying to arrange for a
meeting between Mr Afal -
"Behari Vajpayee. and Gen
" Pervez Musharraf dver a cup
of {ea, sources said today.
" Indian officials- said nothing
has been planned in this
regard. — PTI

also expected to arrive at the
capital tomorrow. Officials said
be would overfly China on his
way 1o Kathmandu, avoiding
Indian airspace. He'll stay at the
same hotel as Mr Vajpayee, but
the Pakistani President will be in
a separate wing. Thc arca
surrounding the hotel has been
cordoned off. ‘
Emeérgency regulations are in

foree and there s a heavy security
presence here,

Mr Jaswant Singh arrived at
the city this afternoon and
headed straight for the 22nd
session of the Saarc ministerial
council, held at Soaltee Hotel.

Dwuring an informal meeting of
the foreign ministers, lasting for
about 20 minutes, there was
almost no interaction between
Mr Singh and Mr Abdul Sattar,
“Mere exchange of civilitics does
not mean -that a meeting has
taken . placc
sail.

Howeyer, Bangladeshi, Sri
Lankan and WNepalese repr,
esentatives urged the Indian and
Pakistani foreign ministers to
sort put their problems as Indo-
Pak tensions had completely
overshadowed the Saarc agenda,
sources said.

Mr Morshed Khan, Mr Tyrone
Fernando and Mr Ram Sharan
Mahat told Mr Singh and Mr
Sattar that for the past three
years, Saarc had not been abie 10
operate meaningfully because of
the problems between the two
countries, the sources said. The
Indian spokespersan refused to
comment on this.

The ministers went in for
delegation-level talks almost
immediately after the informal
session. During the talks,

See SAARC: page 2

a senior official .

saniav sm?\h and Snnjoy Chowdhury
in New D al

Jan. 2. — The government has decided to
sustain its diplomatic offensive with Pakistan
even as the US continued exerting pressure to
stop movement of troops at the Indo-Pak
border. Instead of yielding ta US pressure, the
government has indicated that military build-
up along the border might even be
strengthened,

r Atal Behari Vajpayee told five former
Prime Ministers and the former President, Mr
R Venkatraman, that the US was putiing
pressure on India to stop movement of troops
at the border, but he had declined to vield,
The former Prime Ministers supported Mr
Vajpayee’s stance and suggested that India
should kcep up the pressure. Tts seriousness
about an offensive against Pakistan and the
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Standing shouldef to shoulder but can't see eye to eye-Mr Jaswant Singh (second from lefty and Mr Abdul Sattar at the Saarc summit in Kathm e Wednesday APPTI

- US can’t dlctate € terms, s ys PM

termnct outﬁts operating from there should
never be diluted, they said. Pakistan has
moved two army units, based in Quetta and
Peshawar, to the Indo-Pakistan border. The
troops, originally deployed to scal the Pak-
Afghan border, are now facing their Tndian
counterparts in Punjab and Rajasthan.
Meanwhile, Mr Vajpayee today outrightly
rejected Pakistan’s demand for more proof

_about the involvement of- the two terrorist

oultits, Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and Jaish-e-
Mohammed, in the attack on Pardiament, adcds
PTI from Lucknow,

“It is meaningless to argue about proof. The
documents and the bullets recovered from the
bodies of the five terrorists who had attacked
Parliament prove beyond doubt that they werc
Pakistani nationals and there is no need at ait
to give any further proof,” he said, adding
“What more proof do you need other than the

Not guilty, pleads
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five bodies that were Iying outside Pariament

House and the bullet marks on the building,

Acgording to sources, Mr AB Vajpay!
remained firm that the movement of troop
along the border and the LoC, which started
after 13 December, should continue. Defence
Torces may undertake certain other measures
soon to bolster security in the region, they
said. Intetligence reporis suggest that the Pak-
istan President, General Musharraf's action
against LeT and Jaish-e-Mohammad. is
temporary. Pakistani authorities have been
lrying to convince leaders of these outfits that
they should maintain restraint for the time
being. It is being felt that Pakistan has no
intention of putting an end to cross-border
terrorism. India thereby needed a sustained
campaign on all fronts to keep them in check,

Editonal Not enough’ page

Pak to close
ISI wing
dealing with
J&K groups’
i %:SE; Lrust m}nf%

NEW  YOREK, Jan.
General Pervez Musharraf has
ordered closure of the ISI wing
which deals exclusively with the
armed groups that Pakistan
backs in Kashmir, a newspaper
reported here tod&y

in future. Pakistan would
fimit  its  backing for the
“Kashmir freedom struggle” ty
groups with roots in the state
and tely on Kashmiris 1o
conduet  military  operations,
The New York Times said
quoting officials in Islamabad.

Pakistan would continue to
back groups with “roots in
Kashmir” like the Hizbul
Mujahideen which, it says, are
~ dominated by Kashmnr;s, the
report said. As an exampie of
~ groups that would continue 1g
get  government  backing,
officials cited Hizbul Mujahi-
deen, which, the paper saig,
“dominated the Kashmir i msur-
geney from its beginnings in
1989 until the mid- 1990s, but
which rapidly lost its primacy as
the Lashkdr and Jaish took
aver.,” Groups like the Hizhuj
Mujahideen, the officials Said,
would get “political” support
from  Tslamabad, but not
‘military training and weapons,

Gen  Musharral said  that
Pakistan wants peace with [ndig
but not at the cost of its honour,
report agencies. Meanwhile, the
United Jehad Council has oppo-
sed extradition of 20 criminals
and terrorists wanted in Ingdja,
“Tf it happens, everything would
be finished,™ the UIC chlefam

Now, Gaddali sends a peace messenger!

‘maweenoer of neace’, No Western  (Gaddafi, according to him, was in




iffentagon ‘Watching
. Indo-Pak. tensions
%y-;ridharﬂmshnastl{glﬁi\ '

WASHINGTON, JAN. 2. The Pentagon
has said that it is watching “very
closely” the tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan, but at this mo-
ment there are no concerns about
what the forces of those two
countries are doing.

“We are watching very closely
the tensions that exist between
those two countries and we are
very hopeful they will exercise
jodgment and prudence in get-
ting engaged with each other. At
this moment, there are no con-
cerns here about what their forces
are doing” the spokesman, Reat
Admiral John Stu eem, said
during the coyese of a regular
i briefing.
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“India, Pakistan
exchange list

of nuclear
installations

HTC and Agencies
New Delhi, Junuary 1

DESPITE THE tension and troop
build-up along the borders, India
and Pakistan on Tuesday
exchanged lists of nuclear instal-
lations and facilities covered
under a bilateral agreement.

The lists were exchanged
through the diplomatic channel
simultaneopusly at New Delhi and
Islamabad, an External Affairs
Ministry statement here said.
This is the eleventh consecutive
year that lists have Yeen
exchanged.

Under the agreement on the
prohibition of attack against
nuclear instaliations and facili-
ties, the two countries are
reguired to inform each other on
January 1 of every calendar vear
of each other's nuclear installa-
tions and facilities,

The agreement was signed on
December 31, 1988, and came into
force on January 27, 1991. The
first such exchange of lists took
place gn January 1, 1992,

In Islamabad, Pakistan For-
eign Office spokesman Aziz
Ahmed Khan said that the list
was exchanged on Tuesday !

"The information of nuclear i
facilities and installations of
both  sides was exchanged
through diplomatic channels,” he
said. Asked whether the agree-
ment committed both the coun-
tries to strictly adhere to not
attacking each other's nuclear
installations, he said "this is an
agreement between the two coun-
tries and the agreements meant
tw be adhered 10.” He said he was
not aware whether there was any
addition te India's list as he had
not seen it.

Recently, Pakistan Foreign
Minister Abdul Sattar said that
Pakistan has not made any
changes to previous list as it has
not huilt any additional nuclear
installations. In an interview to
Frontline, Sattar has acknowl
edged that some organisations
thatare terrorist in nature arc in
the country, but said it would
take some time to contain and
eliminate them.
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Double celebration: A display of firewarks over the Parthenon in Athens oh Tuesday

International pre,ssuré“mt? r talks

Nilova Roy Chaudhury . G
nNewoa g
Jan. 1. — Diplomatic channels between

India and Pakistan have been working
svertime since the 13 December atfack on
Darkament, with the threat of hostilities
setween the neighbours still persisting,

Butl the foreipn secretary, Mrs Chokila
fver, today ruled out any possibility of a
Vajpayee-Musharraf meeting in Kathmanda,

With Pakistan now acting against some
terrorists. speculations are rife whether the
foreign ministers of both countries would
meet on the sidelines of the Saarc summit,
Senior officials said: “Anything is possible.”
Repotis spoke of an ‘accidental’ meeting
being pussivle.

Any meeting of representatives from the
}t:‘vy)coumr:eﬁ would be at the foreign

that its tough stand is paying d;v:dends and i
would rather wait for Pakistan to take mor
tangible steps, including handing over
criminals wanted in India. The only reason to
talk, officials said, would be to ease
international pressure, but tuled out the
prospect of a substantial bilateral dialogue.

Mr Tony Blair will visit India on 4 January
for a meeting, organised by the
Confederation of Indian Industry on 5
Tanuary., He is also scheduled to wvisit
Hyderabad on 6 January before meeting Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee in New Delhi. Mr Blair
will lend his weight to interpational efforts to
defuse Indo-Pak tension. Mr Blair will leave
for Istamabad on 7 Jaouary,

Cfficials said Western countries fear that
in its efforts to deploy troops along the
border, Osama can be given  miss by
Pakistan. There are signs that the tension
between the two countries is somewhat

inister level, if at all, although India fegl( easing. The neighbours today exchanged lists

=~ 7 AN IS

of nuclear installations and facilities.
According to the bilateral agreement on the
Prohibitien of Attack Against Nuclear
Instaliations and Facilities, signed on 31 Dec-
ember 1988, India and Pakistan have to
provide each other, on the first of each
calendar year, lists of nuclear facilities.

The {ists have been regularly exthanged
every year on 1 January since 1992, after the
agreement was ratified on 27 Janwary 1991,
an official statement said.

This is part of the mechanism that exists
between the two countries 10 keep each
other informed through diplomatic channels,
that seek to ensure that hostilities never
crass the rubicon. Another mechanism to
ease bilateral tension is the weekly meeting

attar, said today there was no
bilateral dialogue at the sumrmit,

despie Islamabad’s desire for talks at
ieyel, adds AFP from Kathmandu/w



" Not a shred of evidence
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w says |slamabad ' .y

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 1. Pakistan today said it could not be

- b expected 1o act on the list of wanted persons given

L

by India on Monday without proof (of their involve-
ment in acls of terrorism in India) even as it said that
it looked forward for opportunities in Kathmandu to
sit across the table with the Indian Government to
sort out differences.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Mr. Aziz
Ahmed Khan, and the Press Secretary to the Pakistan
President, Maj. Gen. Rashid Quereshi, were cate-
gorical in their tone that India had not a ‘shred of
evidence’ in support of its demand for extradition of

- | the 20 alleged criminals.

“India has not given us any evidence. 1t is dillicult
for us to even consider any action against these indi-
j viduals if there is no evidence,” Maj. Gen. Quereshi
said in response to a pointed question.
When a reporter pointed gut that the faish-e-Mo-
hamimnad chief, Maulana Masood Azar, was involved
i in organising the hijack of the [ndian Airlines flight
[ in December 1999, Maj. Gen. Quereshi said his re-
lease by the Indian Government in exchange for the
passengers on board the hijacked flight did not

) Iam()um to proof.

Asked for the latest assessment of Islamabad on

- the Indo-Pakistan tension, Mr. Khan said the diplo-

vy = 0 -

s matic channels wete open and Pakistan was willing
and ready to hold dialogue with India on all issues if
New Delhi was prepared. He said Pakistan was in
touch with a nwober of friendly countries and e
United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan,
had calted up the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, on Monday.

i “We hope the situation would be contained. We
have miade reasonable offer to sit across the table to

) | negotiate all differences and look lorward to oppor-

: tunities at Kathrnandu,” Mr. Khan said.
Responding to a guestion on the new year mess-
age of the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
the spokesman said that Pakistan welcomed the
path of dialogue and was in favour of re-starting the

practicing anti-India policy Gen. Musharraf wuld
not have travelled to Agra,” he said when asked
about the reference by Mr. Vajpavee that Islamabad
should give up its anti-India stance.

In response to a guestion, Maj. Gen. Quereshi said
the Indian military build-up on the border contin-
ued and it was a source of threat to Pakistan. “As
long as there is a massive Indian troop presence and
India retains the capacity to strike, we have reason
to be concerned and alert.”

Maj. Gen. Quereshi said the Pakistan’s moral and
political support to the people of Kashmir in their
struggle for their right to self-determination would
contine. He maintained that support of Pakistan
was not to individuals or groups but to the people of
Kashmir and accused India of trying to eliminate the
difference between ‘freedom struggle and terror-
181N

Talks with China

It now appears certain that Gen. Musharraf is to
leave for Beijing on Thursday for talks with Chinese
leaders on border tensiens with India. Pakistan had
said on Monday that Gen. Musharraf would not use
the Indjan airspace to travel to Kathmandu.

He is expected to go via China and halt at Beijing
to hold talks with the Chinese Prime Minister, Zhu
Rongji, on Thursday that will focus on bilateral rela-
tions as well as on tension between Pakistan and
India. He will also attend a banquet being hosted by
the Chinese premier for him at the Great Hall.
After an overnight stay in China he will fly to Kath-
mandu on Friday morning to attend the SAARC
summit. The significance of the visit to Beijing at this
juncture can be gauged from the fact that he was in
China just a week ago.

The Pakistan Government announced that the
British Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, will arrive
Islamabad on a two- day visit on January 7 on the
last leg of his tour to Bangladesh, India and Pakistan.
“Regional issues will be discussed during his visit,”
the Foreign Office spokesman said.

i ’ By B. Muralidhar Reddy (}W‘ EGN\ process that broke down at Agra, “'If Pakistan\was
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Lashkar chief
condemned

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 1. The arrest of the
former chief of the Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba, Prof. Hafiz Muhammad
Saeed, in Pakistan has been con-
demned by the Jamaat-ud- Dawa,
parent organisation of the LeT. It
¢ has accused the Musharraf Gov-
ermnment of taking such a step due
to “false Indian propaganda’.

In a statemert here Mr. Yahya
Mujahid, the spokesman for Ja-
maat-ud-Dawa, said, Pakistan is
an independent country in which
everyone has freedom of speech
and it was not appropriate to ar-
rest or ban any person.

He reiterated that “attacking
civilians and innocent people is
un-Islamic” for his organisation
and that it was not involved in the
attack on the Indian Parliament
complex on December 13,

Before he was picked up by the
police, Prof. Saeed had alleged
that the concentration of the Indi-
an Army on the Pakistan border
- was a '1J.5.-India conspiracy’. fe
alleged that the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, and
the Indian Prime Minister, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, did not
want war for “fear of being top-
pled™.

He also said “in the prevailing
situation, jehad has become
obligatory for every Pakistani
vouth™.

. Probe ordered into
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PAK NOT TOUGH ENOUGH ON TERROR

N

ndia demands

AN more, Won,t '

» blink first”

NEW DELHI, Jan. I
Seeking a ban on the Laskhar-e-
Taiyaba and Jaish-e-Mohammed
and asking for the handover of
20 of the ‘most wanted® ultras,
are only the beginning of a series
of tougher demands India wants
to place before Pakistan.

Senior officials said the first
round of India’s diplomatic
offensive has yielded some
positive results with Pakistan
changing its stance vis-a-vis the
two  lerrorist  orgamisations
named by the country for its
involvement in the attack on
Parliament. “But these are not
going to be enough. Banning two
organisations and taking some
cosmetic measures against them
(like giving contradictory signals
regarding Masood Azhar's arrest
over the past few days} would
not satisfy us.”

Mr Jaswant Singh said Pakist-
an is yet to officially react to the
list of criminals sent by India.

Despite yesterday’s statement
indicating India’s softening of its
stand, there is no climbdown
from the government’s insistence
that Pakistan must stop spon-
soring cross-border terrorisni.
Government sources indicated
that the bottomline, as far as
proof of Islamabad’s sincerity
goes; will be the Pak Army’s
discouraging infiltration across
the LoC. No immediate scaling
down of military mobilisation is
envisaged. Sources said the fact
that the CCS was meeting so
often was indicative of the
government’s serjousness about
“non-diplomatic” response.

In Isiamabad, the Pakistan
foreign cffice spokesman, Mr

Aziz Ahmed Khan, and the
defence spokesman, Major-
General Rashid Qureshi, said
while handing over the list
vesterday, India had provided no
evidence, adds PTL He added
that the situation at the border
was still “explosive” due rto
Indian military deployments,
according to TV reports.
Meanwhile, Mr George Fer-
nandes reiterated that the armed

Army chief tours
‘strategic’ areas

NEW DELHI, Jan. 1. — The
Army chief, General S Pad-
manabhkan, today left for a
quiet tour of “strategic” are-
as, Army officials did not say
where he had gone. But his
visit reportedly relates to the
build-up along the border.
Though not a tour of “for-
ward™ posts, the visit is signi-
ficant. He missed tonight’s
{CS meeting for this. — SNS

forces were always ready for war
“A list has been received. We
will certainly take action if
evidence is provided,” Mr Khan
safd, adding that proof was
required to try them under Paki-
stan’s Evidence Act. “Evidence
needs to be provided,” he said.
Maj-Gen Qureshi said: “The
list has been received, 1 don’t
know the names. However, there
is no evidence or proof pro-
vided.” Reminded that Masood
Azhar, came back to Pakistan
after he was released during the
hijacking of an Indian Airlines
plane to Kandahar, he dismissed
it as no evidence. “His relcase
after the hijacking does not
amount to evidence. If there is

o
L

p—

evidence and that is provided to
Pakistan, Pakistan will take
action, I don't think there is any
extradition treaty.”

Asked  about  Maj-Gen
Qureshi’s statement that there
was no evidence against the
criminals wanted in India, Mr
Singh said he would refuse to
react to such statements by the
spokesman, Later, he said:
“What lack of evidence?”

Referring to the arrests of Hat-
iz Mohammad Syed and Masood
Arhar, as per the demands madc
in the demarche issued by New
Delhi to Pakistan, officials said
such steps indeed offered some
solace. But they are not enough.

They said: “Temporary cosm-
etic steps won't do. The touch-
stone of Indian policy regarding
Pakistan is that it must stop
sponsoring terror. A more vigo-
rous crackdown on Pak-based.s
outfits should be initiated.”

They said the government’s
statement acknowledging Paki-
stan’s actionl was somewhat fra-
med to respond to President
Bush’s call to India that it should
take note of General Pervez
Musharraf’s actions. By making
the statement public, India could
tell Americans that it had paid
attention to what President Bush.
had said and it’s time to move
forward, the sources said.

Officials feel much of Indian
policy, diplomatic or otherwise,
depends on how much Gen
Musharraf can deliver.

In this connection, Mr LK
Advani’s visit to Washington and
New York from 8 to 14 January
would be significant. The PM
was briefed about the Indo-Pak
situation during a CCS meeting.

More reports on page 3
Fa
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Pak peace mllyﬂ .

Islamabad/Amman, January !

SEVERAL PAKISTANI anfi-war
demanstrators, including human
rights activist Asma Jehangir,
were injured when Pakistani
border ranger police baton
charged and broke up a peace
demonstration. The demonstra-
tion was held against terrorism
and war at the Wagah post on the
Indo-Pak border on Monday.

The rally which began from
Lahore in buses, trucks and cars
was stopped by police at Bab-i-
Azadi as it reached the Wagah
checkpost. Moreover, the white
peace flags, banners, posters,
placards which contained the slo-
gans against war and terrorism
were snatched from the partici-
pants and torn up by police. Sev-
eral women were among the
injured, according to Dawn .

The rally was stopped from
proceeding beyond the Bab-i-
Azadi to the area where the usual
daily flag-lowering ceremony
was being held jointly by the
guards of both Pakistan and
ndia before sunset. As the
activists crossed the main gate,
raising slogans against war and
for peace, the commanding offi-
cer at Wagah, Faisal Ghauri of
the Pakistan rangers, ordered
the guards to stop them from pro-
ceeding to the parade area.

The guards then drove back

ok

\!
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Afroz back in judicial
~custody till Jan IS

A MUMBAI court on Tuesday
extonded till January 135 the
judicial remand of Moha-
mmed Afroz Abdul Razak.
Afroz was produced amidst
tight security before addition-
al chief meiropolitan magis- |
trate V P Taware whao extended
hiis remand, Within five min-
utes, the remand was obtained
and he was whisked away by in
a police van, Surprisingly, the ‘
accused did not plead for bail
and preferred not to engage -
any lawver. Hence, no bail peti-
tion was meoved on his behalf.
PTI, Mumbai

the demonstrators bveyond the
malin gate, hurling invectives and
baton-charging them. Some of
the women were caught by neck
and thrown on the ground while
lawvers and journalists were
also hit, the report said.

The rangers commanding offi-
cer was also heard threatening
journalist and peace activist
Mubashir Hasan that he would
aorder firing if the rally contin-
ned its march forward.

The bruised participants of
the rally held a meeting at the
main gate which was addressed

0 To Tenoris:

by Mubashir Hasan, Asma Je-
hangir, Hina Jilani, Faroog Tarig
and ether human rights activists.

Jehangir said the incident at
Wagah was unforfunate and it
would not have happened had the
rangers commanding officer at
the checkpost not made it a point
of ego. She said she went ahead
with the raily after seeking per-

AFP PHOTO
Pakistani human rights activist Asia Jehangir protests near Wagah.

mission from the Home Secre-
tary and the S§P as she walked to
them in the morning, informing
them about the rally's pro-
gramme. She said the guards,
had used filthy langnage against
women and other pariicipants of
the rally when thevy were using
force to push them from the pa-
rade avea across the main gate.
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SELECTIVE PAK. CRACKDOWN ON FINANCIAL ASSETS?

“y on meeting Sattar

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 1. A day before his deparrure to
Kathmandu, the External Affairs Minister, Mr.
Jaswant Singh, was non-commitral on the pos-
sibility of meeting his Pakistan counterpart, Mr.
Abdul Sattar, at the SAARC summit.

With a summit meeting between the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpavee, and the Pa-
kistan President, Mr. Pervez Musharraf, virtual-
iv riled our, hopes are being pinned on 2
meeting between the Toreign Ministers of hoth
countries, Emerging from a meeting of the Cab-
inet Committee on Security (CCS), Mr. Singh
sald. "1 have no confirmation of a meeting
{with Mr. Sattar)”.

He indicated thai New Delhi expected Isla-
mabad to formally inform it about the mea-
sures taken to curb cross-border terrorism.
“We cannot be expected to reply to every re-
port,’” he said when asked to confirm reports
that Pakistan was not satisfied with the evi-
dence pn the December 13 attack on Parlia-
ment House.

While India has responded positively to the
arrest of the head of the parent organisation of
the Lashkar-e-Taiha and the 90-day remand of
the Jaish chief, ir has serious reservations on
some of the economic measures adopted by
Pakistan against the terrarist organisations.

According to a media report in Pakistan, Isla-

Mr.

Jaswant non-committal

mabad has apprised the 12.5. of details about
the bank accounts frozen. However, only Rs,
900 has been found in the Muslim Commercial
Bank account of the Jaish-e-Mohammad.
There is apprehension here that the staggered
freezing of 50 bank accounts by Pakistan has
given encugh time for account holders to with-
draw their money. Besides, the crackdown on
their financial assets may have been selective.

The hour-long CCS meeting was officially
billed as a stock-session before the Prime Min-
ister and the External Affairs Minister left for
the Kathmandu meeting tomorrow. [t is undez-
stond that the security scenario and diplomatic
options before India were discussed.

Earlier, the new chiefs of the Indian Air Force
and the Navy called on the Prime Minister,
They also acquainted him with the security sce-
nario and the preparedness of the armed forces
to deal with the current situation.

Arrests continue
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 1. Continuing its crackdown
against militant outfits and extremist religious
organisations, the Pakistan Grovernment is said
to have detained more than 150 activists of the
Lashkar-e-Tajba and the Jaish-e-Moham-
mad.However, scnigr functionaries of the
Musharraf regime are at pains to emphasise

Give Musharraf a chance, says Bush

and Gen,

remarked. The Bush administra-

N
1o

Py

that the crackdown has nothing to do with ei-
ther pressure from the international communi-
t¥ or India’s demands.

The Pakislan Foreign Office spokesman., Mr.
Aziz Ahmed Khan, and the Press Secretary to
the Pakistan President. Maj. Gen. Rashid Que-
reshi, today went out of their way to emphasise
that the arrests had no cennection with eitler
the 1.5, action or the Indian demand.

The authorities have picked a number of ac-
tivists of the two militant outfits, particularly in
the Sindh province. In Karachi alone, according
ta the city police chiet, My, Tarig Jameel, 24
activists of the "jehadi” ocutfits have heen ar-
rested and their offices sealed. When police
raided these offices. they were locked and no
activist was present there. Local media reports
said that senior officials were interrogating the
Lashkar Chief, Hafiz Saved,

Reports from Ghotki town said that police
raided the local Jaish office and arrested four
persons for plaving the cassette of Masood Az-
har's speeches. Police continued raiding offices
of these two outfits overnight in different parts
of the country.

On Sunday, police raided the offices of the
faish, the Lashkar and the Sipah-e-Sahaba in
Hyvderabad and arrested more than 10 activists.
Telephone connections have been cut,

‘Not a shred of evidence’: Page 11

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 1. The United
States Presiden:, Mr. George W.
Bush, has once again praised his
Pakistan counterpart, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, for cracking down
hara on terrorist cutfits. ““Terror
is terror and the fact that the Pa-
kistan President is after terrorists
is a goad sign,” Mr. Bush told re-
porters in Crawford, Texas, on
Monday,

The President was asked if he
believed that tensions between
India and Pakistan were easing
now that Islamabad had arrested
the leader of a militant group and
whether he would urge the Indian
and Pakistan leadership to meet
next week.

Mr. Bush said tensions between
India and Pakistan were casing
and he had a “good talk” with
both the Indian Prime Minister,

AR, Vajpayee,
Musharraf a couple of days ago. 1
urged President Musharraf to do
everything he could to crack
down on the rterrorist network
that had bembed the Indian Par-
liament, or raided the Indian Par-
liament,” he said.

“Tn my conversation with the
Prime Minister {of India), I said !
can understand how he feels — if
someone attacked the U.S. Capi-
tol, U'd feel angry 100... 1 explained
tex the Indian Prime Minister that
while T understood his anger, [
was hoping that they were not
headed for war. I said, give us all a
chance to work with President
Musharraf to bring the terrorists
to justice. And today... he appre-
hended the head of what they call
the LeT. That's after he had ap-
prehended the head of the JeM,
So he's cracking down hard and |
appreciate his efforts,” Mr. Bush

tion has been keeping a watchful
eye on the goings on in the Indian
sub-continent, urging India and
Pakistan not to allow rhetorics
and rising tensions to get out of
hand. And Mr, Bush, in pressur-
ing the Pakistani leader to come
down hard on terrorist groups
harming India, has pointedly told
MNew Delhi that it would have 1o
take note of the efforts of Gen.
Musharraf.

Senior officials like the Secre-
tary of Slate, Gen. Colin Pawell,
have been on the telephone with
leaders of India and Pakistan as
also with other world leaders dis-
cussing the situation in South
Asia. According 1o a State Depart-
ment spokesman, Gen. Poweil
had spoken with Gen. Musharraf
four times since last Iriday and
twice with the Indian External Af-
fairs Minister, Mr. Jaswant Singh.

Last week the Defence Secretary,
Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, had a con-
versation with his indian counter-
part, Mr. George Fernandes, the !
Pentagon said.

The 1J.5, is worried aboul the

situation in the sub-continent for

at least iwe reasons. First, a genu-
ine concern that things will get
out of hand leading to frightening
consequences for both India and
Pakistan. Second, a weli-founded
apprehension that rising tensions
would result in Pakistan stepping
away {rom ifts commitiments on
the Pakistan-Afghan border.

In spite of what is said by offi-
cials in Islamabad, reports have it
that Pakistani regulars patrolling
the border with Afghanistan are
being withdrawn and replaced
with paramilitary roops, a devel-
opment that is not looked on fa-
vourably herc.

Let us start a dialogue: Sattar

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, JAN. 1. Pakistan’'s Foreign Minister,
Mr, Abdul Sattar, has said that “We need to
stop the build-up and start the process of
dialogue (between India and Pakistan) so
that whatever problems are seen by one side
or the other can be addressed with a cool
mind. War benefits neither side’.

In an exclusive interview, in Islamabad on
December 28, to A.G. Noorani for the forth-
coming issue of Frortline, Mr. Sattar said
“We are doing our utmost to prevent escala-
tion of the tension.”” He also expressed Pa-
kistan’'s willingness to “cooperate fully” with
India in efforts for “the prevention and era-
dication of terrorism™ and, specifically, “in
eradicating such outfits that indulge in ter-
rorism’"

Acknowledging that “‘we have some orga-
nisations which are extremist and even ter-
rarist in nature,” he specifically included the
jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen
in this category. The Musharrafl Government
had taken various concrete steps, in the do-
mestic context, to “'deal with this kind of ex-
tremism and terrorism”. The steps include
hans on some groups, putting some others
on a warning or watch-list, freezing ac-
counts, a campaign of de-weaponisation,

and legal proceedings against those holding
unlicensed weapens, However, "pursuing a
policy of containing and eliminating these
tendendies in the country is bound to take
some time.”’

Mr. Sattar said that in dealing with Osama
bin laden, the United States ~compiled
large dossiers and brought these to the no-
tice of the United Nations Security Council”
which adopted three resolutions on that ba-
sis, “They showed it to us. It was quite a thick
file. Bur we cannot pronounce a judgment
on it. That is not the task of a Government,
but I recall that when the information was
shown to us [ publicly said it was an impres-
sive body of infermation and evidence. But
weighing it is not a political but a judicial
task. Were (Jsama ta surrender, he surely
would have been presentled in an appropri-
ate court of law, which would have pro-
nounced its verdict.”

Asked about the prospect of an extradition
treaty between Pakistan and India, he said:
“Surély, that would be desirable. But let us
also remember the pitfalls, and that is with
regard to the definition of the territories of
the two countries.”

On the Octaber 1 terrorist attack in Srina-
gar and the “reprehensible act that took
place on December 13 in New Delhi”’, Mr.
Sattar said: “No civilised state can possibly

the Government of Pakistan is absolutely

tolerate such acts, and I can assure you that

clear in its mind that such acis have not only
ta be denounced but the people who engage
in them, their sponsors and so on, should be
identified and brought ta justice.”

He wanted India to be “buth considerate
and conscious rather than make demands’™.
with specific reference to the post-Decem-
ber 13 situation, Mr. Sattar said that after
receiving the Indian demarche the next day,
the Pakistan Government's response was
‘please provide us with some evidence’. "We
cannot act arbitrarily at the request of a for-
eign government.”’

On the Agra Summit. Mr. Sattar said
“There was g sense of optimism befare we
went to Agra.” He also recalled with warmth
the close working relationship he had with
Mr. Jaswant Singh: “Tam glad to say that we
worked quite fast in an armosphere of mu-
tual understanding and were able to remove
all the square brackets on which there were
differences.”

According 1o Mr. Sattar, the tatks broke
down after the Governmenr of India refused
to aceept, even after revision, a paragraph in
the mutually agreed Declaration.

—
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Chance encounters at

Kathmandu not ruled out '

By C. Raja Mohan

KATHMANDU, JAN. 1. The External Af-
fairs Mlinistcr, Mr. Jaswant Singh,
will nar avoid running into his Pa-
kistani counterpart, Mr. Abdul Sat-
tar, on'the margins of a South Asian
summit here aover the next few
days. But India insists that there
can be no formal dialogue with Pa-
kistan until Istamabad takes con-
crete dteps (o carb cross-border

. terrorism,

Responding to the continuing
speculation on the likelihoad of a

. meeting between the two Foreign

|

Ministgrs at the summit of the
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Coeoperation [SAARC), se-
nior Indian officials say “no
concrete decision” has been taken
so far. |

Pakislani officials here have be-
gun 1o raise expectations of a meet-
ing not{only between the Foreign
Minist&s but also an engagement
between the Prime Minisler, Mr.
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Pres-
ident jf Pakistan, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, during the SAARC sum-
mit.

The Indian side is noc ruling out
chance encounters between the In-
dian and Pakistani leaders who
would spend considerable time to-
gether during the meetings of the
SAARC. "There will be no absence
of civility,” the Foreign Office spo-
keswoman, Ms. Nirumpa Rag, told
a press conference here.

But a serlous conversation be-
tween the two sides, according to
India, weuld depend upon the cre-
ation of a4 conducive climate, Pakis-
tan's effective action against
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sources of terrorism on its soil, Ms.
Rao said. “is the template and con-
text in which the prospects for an
Indo-Pak dialogue must be locat-
ed".

The Foreign Ministers of the sev-
en SAARC nations will meet during
fanuary 2-3 and the Heads of Gov-
ernment during January 4-6. A
meeting between Mr. Singh and
Mr. Sattar is not being ruled our if
there is more visible action against
terrorism in the next few days. But
a dialogue between Mr, Vajpavee
and Gen. Musharraf remains rather
remaote at the moment.

The signs of easing tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan have al-
ready begun 1o lighten the political
maod in the Nepali capital. The ap-
parent drift towards an Indo-Pakis-
tan  military  confrontation  in
recent davs had cast a shadow over
the long-delayed SAARC summit.
Meanwhile, the Standing Commit-
tee of the SAARG Foreign Secretar-
ies concluded their deliberations
today by suggesting that the region
must vigorously implement the in-
ternational norms against terror-
istn  that have emerged since
Seprember 11.

Briefing the press here, the For-
eign Secretary of Nepal, Mr. Madh-
urarman  Acharva, said senior
officials “endorsed the validity” of
the recent U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1373 that demanded
SIrONg counter-terrorism measures
by alt States.

The official focus on terrarism
came as part of the discussion on
the implementation of the 1987
SAARC convention on combaling
terrorism. While some members

Lae

have enacted national legislation
1o implement the convention, Pa-
kistan and Bangladesh are vet o do
so. There was recognifion that the
latest U.N. resolutions are far more
demanding than the 1987 SAARC
convention, To Iook at the implica-
tions of the changed international
context of terrorism and wayvs 1o
tighten the 1987 convention, legal
advisors to SAARC Gavernments
would seon meet in Colombo.

The discussion on terrorism to-
day took place in a constructive at-
mosphere and underscored the
“need 1o comprehensively address
issues relating to terrorism, drug
trafficking, organised crime and al-
lied offences”. There was special
erphasis on promoting “'cleser in-
teraction amongst the police agen-
cies” of the subcontinent.

The recommendations of the
Standing Committee would now be
considered at the ministerial level
in the next couple of days. Most
Foreign Ministers have already ar-
rived in the Nepalese capital and
Mr. Jaswant Singh will be here t0-
morrow. As part of the effort to ac-
celerate the stalled process of
regional inlegration, the senior of-
ficials recommended a new date
for the realisation of the South
Asian Free Trade Area by the end of
next year.

Trade ties within the SAARC are
at an abysmally low fevel and pro-
gress towards economic integra-
tion  has been 1oo slow.
Nevertheless, the Foreign Secretar-
ies today considered that the “vi-
sion of creating a South Asian
Ecanomic Union by 2020" was “‘a .
desirable goal™.
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/PM extends a ‘hand of aI

By Harish Khare ytD \\\\

NEW DELHI, DEC. 31. The Prime Minister, Mr,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, has extended a "hand of
alliance” to the Pakistan leadership if it has
sincerely joined the international community
in its war against terrorism. If Pakistan has
made a sincere |]-turn, then the Prime Minis-
ter wants to tell the rulers in Islamabad: “*Shed
your anti-India mentality and take effective
steps (o Stop cross- border terrorism, and vou
will find India willing to walk more than hatf
the distance to work closely with Pakistan 1o
resalve, through dialogue, any issue, including
the contentious issue of Jammu and Kash-
mir.”

These sentiments are expressed in a lengthy
“article” written by the Prime Minister, on the
lines of his much 1alked about “Musings from
Kumarakom"” this time around last vear. This
year, Mr. Vajpayee’s advisers have released the
“article” for the widest possible dissemina-
tion. The “article” is, once again, the preferred
format to address and greet the people of In-

dia on the eve of the New Yéar.

Referring specifically to the intractability of
the Kashmir problem, Mr. Vajpayee has cho-
sen to reproduce the commmitment he made
last vear: "'In our search for a lasting solution
to the Kashmir problem, both in its external
and internal dimensions, we shall not traverse
solely on the beaten track of the past. Rather,
we shall be bold and innovative designers of a
future architecture of peace and prosperity for
the entire South Asia region.”

Much of the “article” is devoted to the chal-
lenge of terrorism, at home and abroad. Inevi-
tably, the December 13 attack on the
Parliament House is mentioned, and is char-
acterised as “‘an attack on our sovereignty, on
our national self-respect, and it was a chal-
fenge to our democratic system.”

The Primne Minister makes it clear that the
only way to stop terrorist attacks is by forcing
Pakistan to stop cross- border terrorism.”
Even while declaring that “India does not
want war,” Mr. Vajpayee asserts India's right
w0 “‘defend ourselves against cross-border ter-

Ilance to Pak

A ("N\mraqm and warns rthat " Pakistan mllhe sole-

Iy responsible for the consequences of
encouraging terrorism against India and,
when expedient, (urning a blind eye to terror-
ist groups with trans-national linkages oper-
ating from its soil.”

Addressing himself o the people of Pakistan
as well as ““all the right-thinking persons in its
ruling establishment,” Mr. Vajpayee suggests
to them to ponder over the consequences of
pursuit of a strategy of hostility towards India
and implemented through a policy of “ap-
peasement of terrorism tuelled by religious ex-
tremism.” Mr. Vajpayee offers peace (o
Pakistan and suggests "together, let us leave
the past of futile hostilities behind us and em-
brace a future free of tension and tull of mu-
tually beneficial possibitities.”

Mr. Vajpayee ends with exhorting the coun-
trymen to believe that “we shall triumph
against lerrorism’ and “tet this be every [ndi-
an’'s New Year resoive.”

PM's reflections: Page 13 |
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f/MuSharragwtpp skip Indian airspace

Bv B. Muralidhar Reddy 0 3

1SLAMABAD, DEC. 31. The Pakistan
President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
has decided not o avail himself of
India’s offer to let his aircrafl use
the Indian airspace to reach Kath-
mandu for the SAARC summit
scheduled for January 4 to 6 and is
expected to fly over China.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Mr. Aziz  Ahmed

* khan, who confirmed the Pakis-

© tan Government’s decision not to

~ use the Indian airspace said the
| route to be taken by Gen. Mush-

i atraf 1o reach Kathmandu was vet

10 be determined. New Delhi had

. said last week that it would posi-

! tively respond to any Pakistan re-

| quest to let Gen. Musharraf’s
plane use the Indian airspace.

The Musharraf Government'’s
decision to skip the Indian skies
has come as a surprise to political
and diplomatic ubservers here, it
is particularly so after the media
reports suggested that the Pakis-

! 1an High Commission had made a
specific request to India to allow

© Gen. Musharraf's aircraft to fly

; over the Indian airspace,

j One interpretation is that it is
an indication of hardening of the
stance of Pakistan which does not

. want to be seen as asking for a

© “favour” tfrom New Delhi at a

; juncture when the anti-Pakistan

. rhetoric is at its peak.

The other interpretation in the

oTtunity to stop over in Beij-
ng for consultations with the Chi-
nese leadership on the rising

tensions between India and Pa-
kistan. The Pakistan Urdu daily,
Jang, reported that Gen. Mushar-
raf would visit Beijing on January
3 on a “special invitation” from
the Chinese leadership far a high-
ly important discussion.

The wvisit, if it takes places,
would have something to do with
the standoff between India and
Pakistan as only a week ago Gen.
Musharraf was in China on a five-
day official visit. It would indeed
be an extraordinary visit.

The paper said a special Chi-
nese plane would take Gen.
Musharraf to Kathmandu under
the security cover of the Chinese
air force. 11 Ol
It said that after Gen. Musharraf
rejected the Indian offer to fiy
over its airspace, the Chinese
leadership extended a special in-
vitation to him to visit Beijing.

A special PlA aircraft, which
wouid take Ten. Musharraf ic
Beijing, would be stationed there
to bring Gen. Musharraf back to
Islamabad. Quoting diplomatic
observers, the paper said the Chi-
nese “‘goodwill gesture” should
be considered an important sig-
nal for India.

Sattar flies to Nepal
via India

PTI reports from Kathmandu:

Meeting the deadline for the
imposition of ban on Pakistani
aircraft flving through the Indian
airspace, the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Mr. Abdul Sattar, ar-
rived here today, at least two days
ahead of the SAARC ministerial
meeting.

P

Mr. Sattar reached here by the
last Pakistan International Air-
lines flight, which for the last time
availed of the facility to overfly the
Indian territory.

India has imposed a ban on ali
Pakistani aircrafi to use its territo-
rv as a diplomatic measure
against the neighbouring country
for its refusal to rein in the Jaish-
e¢- Mohammed and the Lashkar-
e-Taiba, the two terrorist outfils
being blamed for the Decemnber
13 attack on Parfiament House.

The Bhutanese Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr, Lyonpo Jigme Thinley, at-
rived in Kathmandu on Sunday
while the Foreign Ministers of In-
dia, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
the Maldives were expected to re-
ach here on Tuesday, an official
spokesman said.

Mr. Sattar said Islamabad was
opposed to war and would never
initiate any military action across
thie border or the Line of Contral.
“Let us hope that the efforis
which are made in favour of re-
straint, responsibility and peace
will succeed and we come out of
the present and difficuli situa-
tion”.

He Pakistan has broughi a
sense of commitment, a sense of
responsibility and a sense of re-
strainl “‘in deeds as well as in
words” to defuse the present ten-
sion. -

THE HIMPU
’ wishes its readers |
I

A HAPPY AND
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR |
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy t\ ‘

ISLAMABAD, BEC. 31. The Prime
Minister of Pak.-occupied Kash-
mir (PokK), Sardar Sikandar Hay-
yat Khan, has warned India
against any “misadventure” ei-
ther in PoK or Pakistan and as-
serted that it would be met with
firmly.

After consultations with his
cabinet colleagues on the Indian
military build up, he urged the
United Nations and world powers
to check the “evil and expansion-
istic designs of the BJP- led extre-
mist” Indian Government.

An official statement said that
he asked New Delhi to refrain
from its “mischievous and ag-
gressive designs” against PoK. He
said the people of PeK, along with
the Pakistani army, were fully pre-
pared to give the Indian troops a
“matching and Dbefitting re-
sponse’’.

Sardar Khan said the people of

-~ PoK PM warns India
against ‘misadventure’

- t

Pakisian and Kashmir were
peace-loving and said only a
peaceful and durable solution of
the Kashmir issue could guaran-
tee peace in the region.

In a relaied development, the
Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) has warned India and Pa-
kistan that a war between them
would prove far more destructive
and devastating than the previous
ones.

In a resolution, it said another
war would further complicate res-
olution of Kashmir issue and ex-
pressed its resolve to defend PoK.
The JKLF claimed that Kashmiris'
“freedom struggle” was not ter-
rorism and that it was India that
was engaged in 'State terrorism’
in Kashmir.

It said that non-Kashmiri mil-
itant organisations were harming
Kashmiris cause’. The JKLF has
also declared that Kashmirl peo-
ple were the real party to Kashmir
issue and any solution of the issue

wHE HINDU

SV S

not based on their national aspi- :
rations would neither be a just |
one nor would be accepted by |
Kashmiris. 1
The JKLF said that the best solu-
tion of Kashrnirt issue was that the
divided Jammu Kashmir State be |
re-united under international su- |
petvision and made a fully inde-
pendent country with a
democratic, federal and secular
system of Government and hav-
ing friendly relations with both
India and Pakistan.

Fifteen years later there could
be a U.N.-supervised referendum
to determine whether Kashmiy
should retain its independence
forever or become part of India or
Pakistan, the JKLF said. It has ap-
pealed to the international com-
munity and the pgovernments,
political parties and the media of
India and Pakistan to accept and
facilitate implementation of the

proposed solution o shmir Is-
sue.




GO I TY pluvusuc, UWILJGUG W U Ry pradnen g Wi pus U8 e Fuial.

the country has shown to thc warld that it is
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India wants Pakistan to charge them with

“Delhi dangles carrot, \wnelds stick

NEW DELHI, Dec. 31, ~ Mr Jaswant Singh
today said there are signs that Pakistan is
taking action against terrorists based in that
country.

But that has not prevented the
government from keeping the pressure on
General Pervez Musharraf. India has handed
over to the Pakistani deputy high
commissioner a Iist of 20 people wanted in
India in connection with terrorist activities,
India wants Pakistan to arrest these persons
and hand them over,

The list includes Dawood Ibrahim, Tiger
Memon and a few others, wanted for the
1993 Mumbai blasts, Masood Azhar and
Khalistani militant Wasan Singh Zaffarwal.

After an emergency meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security, Mr Jaswant
Singh said India has received reports about
the steps being taken by the Pakistan aut-
horities against terrorist organisations tike
the Jaish-e-Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Tai-
yaba. Raids were conducted in some places.
“If correct, these (the arrests and raids) are
steps in the right direction,” he said,

The Indian position is being regarded as a
tactical victory. By acknowledging that
Pakistan has taken steps against terrorists,

not intransigent. And by asking for the
criminals wanted in India, India has kept up
the pressure on Pakistan. The international
community knows Dawood Ibrahim and
others are “wanted criminals” and the onus
will be on Pakistan to hand them over.

KATHMANDU, Dec. 31, — The Saarc
countries today agreed to make cﬁanges in
tbeir Convention ‘on “ Suppression " of
: ad-of the séven-
nation sutneait; be 0 4-January,
. Baarc foreigh secre wete finalising a’
draft declaration that favoured immediate
enactment of ‘legistations by tember
countries for implementation of the- 198?
convention within 2 tme-fmme :

Though no mternatnonal treaty exists, the
government believes that Pakistan s
obligated under existing international law to
return these criminals to the country.

The list has names of “criminals, terrorists
and fugivives from the law” who have cases
registered against them in Indian courts.

THE STATESHAR
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terrorist activities. Though India has not
given fresh evidence to Pakistan, charges
against the Mumbai blast accused have been
macdle available, the external affairs minisiry
spokesperson said.

India has received some “credible” signals
that Pakistan is taking action against the
Jaish chief. But Mr Singh questioned
Pakistan's demand for evidence. “lt is
strange that a nation that is a victim of
terrorists has been asked 1o give evidence,”
he said adding that all necessary evidence
has been provided. He also said the USA has
appreciated India’s position.

President George Bush today reiterated
that Gen Pervez Musharraf was “cracking
down hard” on militants who seek to harm
India, calling this “a good sign.” “I appr-
eciate his efforts,” Bush said in Crawford,
Texas, where he is on vacation, adds Reuters.

Mr Singh didn’t comment on the
possibility of Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
meeting - Gen Musharraf at the Saarc
sumnmit, Asked if he was going 10 meet Mr
Abdul Sattar during the summit, he said he
will see how things progress. Mr Sattar said
in Kathmandu that Islamabad wouldnt
initiate any military action across the border.

More reports on pages 2 &3

-
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ﬁJP backs PM’s decision _
.Q\\ not to meet Musharraf "

QT 'g\q By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 31. The BJP today said that India
would decide the agenda for combating Pakistan-
sponsored cross-border terrorism and fully backed
the decision of the Prime Minister, Mr, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, not to meet the Pakistan President, Gen.
Perver Musharraf, during the SAARC summit in
Kathmandu.

“Gen. Musharraf knows about india’s stand on
wiping out terrorism. Pakistan has to take concrere
action against terrorists and their organisations.
What is the use of our Prime Minister meeting Pakis-
tani President time and again? Such a meeting will
serve no purpose,’’ the BJP president, Mr. fana Krish-
namurthy, told presspersons at the party’s year-end
press conference here.

Referring to the Defence Minister, Mr. George Fer-
nandes’ statement, he said that India had taken only
preventive steps in moving the troops along the bor-
der with Pakistan.

““The troop movement on our side is only a mini-
mum required preventive step in response io the
massive deployment of Pakistani war machinery.”

Maintaining that India was not pitching for a war
with Pakistan, the BJP president said it was Pakistan
which had thrust a war on the country in the past.
“In the last 50 years we have not gone for a war but
Pakistan has thrust a war on us.

We have no territorial arnbitions but not even a
square inch of our territory can be taken by a foreign
country, We do not want a war with Pakistan but we
will not gtve up our responsibility of defending our
freedom and territonal integrivy. I Pakistan tries 1o
foist a war, we must be prepared for all contingen-
cies,”" he said.

Mr. Krishnamurthy said Pakistan had so far taken

only “cosmetic steps’’ against terrorists and wanted
Islamabad to ban terrorist cutfits since it had joined

the international coalition against terrorism.

“Pakistan is on test today. After the September 11
terrorist strikes in the U.S. which was also a crime
against the entire humanity, Pakistan joined hands
10 Toot out terrorsm from the world. Islamabad
shoudd ban all terrorist outfits operating from its
soil.”

On the arrest of the Lashkar-e-Taiba chief in Pakis-

tan, My, Erishnamurthy said that one arrest meant
nothing, "‘Pakistan ltas to arrest terrotism.”

O the Vajpayee Government's diplomatic effores

aimed at pressuring Pakistan to end cross-border .
terrorism, he sajd: *‘“'We leave it to the Government to

take all appropriate steps. But one thing is clear,
there will be no compromise on driving out terror-

ism from the country and putting an end to cross- .

border terrorisin being sponsored by Pakistan.”

When his attention was drawn to the statement of
the U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald Bumsfeld,
that India should exercise caution in view of the
presence of American men and material in Pakistan,
Mr. Krishnamurthy said: “This Government does not
work under anvone’s pressure. The agenda on tack-
ling terrorism will be decided by Indi
and the Governmem "

Four Pak soldiers ||Ied in fmng

By Our Cm'respondem
JAMIMY, DEC. 31. Four Pakistani soldiers were killed
in @ heavy exchange of fire across Pallanwala in the
Akhnoor sector in Jamimu, defence sources told
The Hindu here today. One jawan, Charanjeet
Singh, was killed in firing near the LoC.

There was unprovoked firing from the Pakistani
side, After many months this area witnessed an
exchange of fire. Exchange of fire was reported also
from areas such as Chalarian, Ragal, Mariap and
Chachwal in Kathua district.

- 1 JaN 2002
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HE DASTARDLY Pakistan-linked
terrorist attack on Parliament has
naturally pushed the Indo-Pakis-
tan relationship to the brink. Hor-
ror and a desire for revenge were the
inevitable reactions throughout the coun-
try. The Opposition which was all set to
embarrass the Union Government over
POTO and the coffin scam was over-
whelmed by the overflow of public indig-

, mation  against  Pakistan. So  the

! Government, instead of finishing at the

receiving end, secured a unanimous cho-
rus of approval and unfettered freedom to
take any action. 5o the Government shoy
its first Uttar Pradesh election salvo — re-
call of the Indian High Commissioner and
worse, suspension of the Samjhauta Ex-
press and the Delhi-Lahore bus service.
Symbols, however slight, of the people of
India and Pakistan moving closer to each
other were felled.
- A warlike armosphere is openly becom-
ing an accepted response. TV talk shows
are: guilty of even putting children in the
unacceptable situation of baving to en-
dorse the option of a cross-border artack,
as if4t was a game of chess being played in
1 warmth of the living rouvm.

/ﬁ‘hat the Government is consciously
gererating war hysteria is becoming clear
by an obviously pianted story that the
Cabinet Committee on Security ({CCS) had
seripusly considered various options in-
cluding Prithvi misstie strikes. Such de-
tailed analysis speaks poorly of the
secrecy of deliberations of a sensitive

i body such as the CCS. Such a lapse can

~ only be seen as an attempt to present a

| macho facade of the Central Government

| even if ultimately nothing happens — a
cheap way of short term gain but lamenta-

| bly at the cost of almost permanent dam-

’ age 1o the Indo-Pakistan relationship.
That the attack on Parliament certainty

had ISI planning can scarcely be doubted.

In the heart of Delhi, five terrorists do not

suddenly appear from nowhere and go for

the heart of democracy. This followed by
the attack on woimen in the Kashmir val-
ley naturally makes anyone still counsel-
ling restraint in danger of being charged,
though unfairly. with disloyalty to the na-
tion. And )yis al a time like this that

© The Indo-Pakistan crisis

By Rajindar Sachar

Children have a right to live and grow peacefully.
Rulers who refuse to ensure this deserve to be thrown
in the dustbin of history.

calmer thinking is required. People from
the border areas in Punjab have started
evacuating their villages. Not only will this
heighten the buildup of war hysteria, but
also seriously damage the rural economy
with the harvesting season drawing near,
The same is, of course, the position in Pa-
kistan’s Punjab Province. Trade between
the countries, already low, would suffer
irreparably what with the cancellation of
the Pakistan businessmen’s visit to India
scheduled in December.

The glib talk of abrogation of the Indus
Water Treaty ignores the survival compul-
sions of Indian and Pakistani Punjab
where most of the murders in rural areas
take place because of disputes over water
sharing — even within India the militancy
in Punjab had some link with the Ravi-
Beas water dispute, with Haryana. Any
tinkering with an international treaty
could create a warlike situation, The maxi-
mum [ndia could plead would be that Pa-
kistan initiated the attack — hardly a
palliative considering the destruction and
misery that would follow on both sides.
This treaty is a reminder of mutual ac-
commodation shown by both countries in
the carly period of their birth — sitch hap-
py memories must not be allowed to be
obliterated, they need to be preserved.

[ am not denying that the long-term
conduct of Pakistan-linked terrorism has
tested India’s patience to the limit. But I
still believe a small pause is necessary. In
that context, I am reminded of the calm of
Lord Krishna who quietly went on re-
minding his detractor, Shishupal, that the
latter was only permicted to abuse him
100 times and once he reached that target,
his head would roll. And once the 99th
abuse was hurled, the Lord gave a final
warning to Shishupal, who contemptu-
ously ignored it — the resuit, the sever-
ance of Shishupal’'s head. In my view,
Pakistan has commited the 99th sin with
the attack on Parliament. No Government

in india could have ignored the dangerous
implication of this attack. But even now if
Pakistan realises the gravity and takes
genuine demonsirable steps, further trag-
edy can be averted.

It is here that General Musharraf has to
do a deep introspection and seriously
make up his mind as to what kind of rela-
tionship he wants with [ndia. However, if
the General's spokesperson calls the at-
tack on Parliament stage-managed and
the General calls India’s pain and anger a
knee-jerk reaction, then all is lost. Gen.
Musharraf showed commendable adjust-
ment in giving up his old, trusted Taliban
friends when faced with a warning from
the U.S. war machine and denial of dollar
aid. I hope he realises that any attempt to
use the Taliban along with the Lashkar-e-
Tatiba and faish-e-Mohamimad, is to adopt
a hostile relationship with India. Surely he
must now accept the logic of terrorism
posing a similar danger to Pakistan after
the murder of the elder brother of Pakis-
tan’s Interior Minister, General Moinud-
din Haider. Gen. Musharraf must realise
that without banning terrorist groups
such as JeM and LeT and arresting those
responsible for these attacks, India and
Pakistan muy imperceptibly, even though
reluctantly, be drawn to the brink of war.

Faced with similar situations, nations
and leaders bchave maturely. Remember
the ULS.-Soviet Union nuclear face-off
during the Cuban crises in 19627 Both
withdrew from the brink because they un-
derstood the murderous implications.
Forty years down the line, we have a 1ight
to expect Mr, Vajpayee and Gen. Mushar-
raf to show the same maturity.

But without being partial, the next
move necessarily has to be made by Gen.
Musharraf. In that context, this latest
warning to higoted extremists that he
would not altow them to derail the coun-
try is a welcome development. The deten-
tion of Masood Azhar has to be accepted

as a gesture of his sincerity about building
a lasting and trusting relationship be-
tween the twe countries, which must
unite for reciprocation. Groups of school
children trom both countries after visiting
each other have a common response:
"“0Oh, they are like us”. This is the reality
that politicians in both countries have for-
gotten. Children have a right to live and
grow peacetully. Rulers who refuse to as-
sure this deserve o be thrown in the dust-
bin of history.

Incidentally, why does Pakistan feel an-
gry that a part of Kashmir is in India? Why
does it not get satisfaction from the fact
that a part of Kashmir is not with India —
but in Pakistan? Kashmir has been al-
lowed to envelop Pakistan's identity and
has stifled its growth. Such is its obsession
that during Gen. Musharraf's recent China
visit, it was announced that Beijing was
giving aid to the Ministry of Kashmir (Pa-
kistan). Aid is given to a country, but such
is its Kashmir obsession that the hurt to its
own sovereignty is accepted by Pakistan
just to cock a snook at India by invoking
China’s support for Kashmir. It is unnec-
essary because, notwithstanding rhetoric,
[ndian public opinion is ready to accept
the LoC as the international boundary
thus affirming permanence to the status
of the part of Kashmir under Pakistan's
rule. In fact. both sides should redeem
themselves with the people of Kashmir by
granting fullest autenomy to the respec-
tive parts in both countries.

The Central Government in order to
avoid the charge of politicising the situa-
tion should immediately constitute an all-
party group to seek prior consultation.
Liberals in Pakistan must put pressuie on
Gen, Musharraf ta act in the manner men-
tioned above. Similarly, those in India
must impress upon the Government that
strangarim posiures are counter-produc-
tive and will only unite jehadis and extre-
mists in Pakistan, making it more difficult
for Gen. Musharraf o proceed against
them. At this time of crisis, irrespective of
personal cunsequences, we have a duty to
speak because to keep silent is a sin,

(The writer is u former Chief Justice of the

Delhi High Court.) /



Bush ¢

CL Manoj in New Delhi \

Dec. 31. — A day after Mr
George W Bush talked to the
Prime Minister and General
Pervez Musharraf, tempers
across the border have come
down significantly.
If the Cabinet Committee on
Sezcurity has notably scaled down
its  hard-talking  posture,
Islamabad, on its part, arrested
the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba chief, for
whatever symbolic significance it
has.

On the eve of the new year,
sources were more than

Advani to

g) helped soften stands

confident to say that the
immediate threat of a war has
blown over, at least for the time
being. They even seem to be
confident of a meeting between
the external affairs minister, Mr
Jaswant Singh, and his Pakistani
counterpart, Mr Abdul Sattar,
on the sidelines of the Saarc
summit, understandably under
US pressure.

Sources said President Bush’s
intervention also signifies the
success” of New Delhi’s high-
pitched diplomatic otfensive and
and troops’ mobilisation along
the border. They said the Centre,
conscious of the “watchful eyes”

of Washington, has been
reinforcing the froops on the
Western  border “in  broad
daylight” as a clear signal of
India’s determination to face the
challenge from across the border
head-on.

These all-out preparations of
New  Delhi have made
Washington put further pressure
on General Musharraf.
However, the US administration
has reciprocated the
compulsions of Islamabad that it
shouldn’t be seen bowing under
pressure from New Delhi

Therefore, by President Bush
talking to the heads of both India

and Pakistan, they made it
convenient to the President
Musharraf to send across a
message to his  domestic
audience that the “tough
general” at best was “giving
space” for a compromise only at
the instance of Washington.
According to sources, the
main reason that have prompted
Washington to act promptly

to pull back the threatening

twins is the presence of US
troops in the region and
therefore the high stakes
Washington invites for itself in
the event of a war between India
and Pakistan,

A whiff of nukes on the border

Damkan Thirunarayanapmm
in Washington

Dec. 31. — US Intelligence has detected

movement of nuclear missiles along with
» conventional weapons and thousands of
troops in Pakistan and India as both
countries prepare for war, the Wushington
Times said today.

Pakistan has moved a large number of
troops, dispersed fighter aircraft and
prepared to transport nuclear weapons from
storage sites in preparation for war against
India, US military officials told the paper.

While both countries have been moving
troops, equipment and fighter planes on a
massive scale, the most alarming signs,
officials said, are what appear to be
preparations in both states for the use of
nuclear-tipped  missiles.  Intelligence
agencies say there are indications that India
is readying its short-range Prithvi ballistic
missiles, which are within the range of
Islamabad,

Meanwhile, Pakistan is mobilising its
Chinese mobile M-11 missiles, also known as

Shaheen, from a base near Sargodha, west of
Lahore,

The US Intelligence agencies have
obtained reconnaissance photographs from a
Pakistani missile base that shows storage-
shed doors open in preparation for the
movement of missiles. One of the
photographs shows a line of 47 rail cars on a
track near the base in preparation for the
movement of missiles and their warheads,

Intelligence reports say India will have all
its forces ready to launch an attack as early
as this week, with Thursday or Friday as
possible dates. Pakistan could launch its
forces before those dates in a pre-emptive
strike, the report said.

The USA has been trying to defuse
tension between the two countries. The Bush
administration fears that a conflict between
India and Pakistan would interfere with US
efforts to fight against terrorism in
Afghanistan where American forces heavily
rely on Pakistani government's permission to
conduct overflights for bombing and other
aircralt operations into Afghanistan,

Other joint Intelligence centres outside
the Pentagon, including those supporting the

US military forces responsible for the Asia-
Pacific region and for Southwest Asia, assess
the danger of an India-Pakistan war as less
than critical, but still “serious,” the Times
said, -

Intelligence officials are worried about
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal because control
over the weapons is decentralised. Regional
commanders can order the use of the wea-
pons, which are based on missiles or fighter-

bombers. The private Natural Resources -

Defence Council estimates that Islamabad
has between 24 and 48 nuclear weapons while
India is estimated to have 75 Prithvis in its
arsenal and is working on longer-rangeAgni
missiles, US Intelligence officials say. India
has around 60 nuclear weapons that can be
delivered by missiles or aircraft, they say. [ts
nuclear-capable aircraft include Russian-
made bombers like 10 Tu-142 Bears and four
Tu-22M Backfires as well as several hundred
MiG-27, MiG-29 and Su-30 fighter-bombers,

Pakistan’s missile force consists of some 50
M-11s, which have a range of abowt 186
miles, enough to hit New Detlhi. Its medium-
range Ghauri missiles have a range of about
800 miles.

|l
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f—=Bush’s call to India that it

talk tough
in USA

Dec. 31. — Senjor ministers
continued to talk tough des-
pite the foreign minister, Mr
Mr Jaswant Singh, giving the
impression that India had
“softened” its stated position
against Pakistan after a
Cabinet Committee on Secu-
rity meeting today.

Mr LK Advani, for one, is
expected to impress upon
convince the Americans that
more pressure was required
to be put on Pakistan to force
it to abandon its policy of
promoting cross-border terro-
rism when he visits Washing-
ton and New York next week.
During his six-day visit, apart
from meeting Mr Colin Pow-
ell and Mr Donald Rumsfeld,
he may also meet Mr Bush.

The US envoy to New
Dethi today met Mr Advani
for about an hour to discuss
the latest situation and issues
relating to his visit. Mr
Advani is expected to empha-
sise that India had fully sup-
poried the US-led campaign
against the Taliban as it didn’t
want the war against terro-
rism to loose focus but it was
high time that the Americans
realised that this battie
shouldn’t be confined to
Afghanistan. Sources said the
official statement today -
Pakistan’s action of ‘banning’
of Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed and
arrest of iis leaders — was a
right move and was somewhat
guided in response to Mr

"

should take note of Gen
Musharraf’s efforts.



/ OLD RELATIONS

he new year may herald optimism and the
I promisge of a fresh beginning in many parts of
the world. But, in south Asia, the year begins
with predictable gloom and uncertainty even as lead.
ers of the subcontinent prepare for the forthcoming
summit of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation at Kathmandu. The last vear revealed de-
finitively that not only is the cold war in south Asia far
from over, but that India’s relations with Pakistan are
likely to follow a familiar rollercoaster trajectory in
the foreseeable future as well. The last twelve months
have generated the same old emotions amongst watch-
ers of the subcontinent: cynicism at the bilateral stale-
mate, relief at the prospect of renewed engagement,
hopes of a genuine breakthrough, and, finally, despai
at the failure tomoveahead. (4 {0 \\q\

India-Pakistan ties remmained frozen forithe first
months of 2001. New Delhi was unwilling to begin a di-
alogue with the military regime of General Pervez
Musharraf for what seemed to be sensible reasons,
Mr Musharraf had not just subverted democracy in
Pakistan, but had been the architect of the Kargil war
of 1999, which had buried the process of dérente that
had been set into motion at Lahaore earlier that year, In
addition, there had been no let-up in Pakistan’s spon-
sorship of terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir, and in-
creasingly most militant groups were led and manned
by Pakistanis and Afghans. Instead, the government of
India attempted to generate a peace process in Kash-
mir, by unilaterally announcing a ceasefire by its secu-
rity forces and agreeing to an unconditional dialogue
with Kashmiri separatists. However, by the surmmmer of
2001, it became clear that Pakistani intrusiveness in
Kashmir was of such rnagnitude that it was capable of
subverting any peace moves by New Delhi. Moreover,
international pressure to resume a dialogue with Is-
lamabad was growing, and there were signals that it
would be easier to do business with Mr Musharraf
than with any cther Pakistani leader.

It was against this background that the summit
between the Indian prime minister, Mr Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, and the Pakistan president took place in
Agrain July No other summit in Indo-Pak history has
received as much media attention, and perhaps no
other meeting has ended in such a huge fiasco, espe-
cially for New Delhi. Not only was no agreement
reached at Agra, but Pakistan — through selective
leaks — gave the impression that there were dissen-
sions within the Indian delegation and hardliners
from the Indian side were responsible for the summit’s
failure. Tt quickly becamse clear that the city of the Taj
had only contributed to accentuating the rancour and
the bitterness. After the terrorist attacks of September
11 in the United States of America, and especially after
the attacks on October 1 and December 13 in India,
bilateral relations reached such anadir that New Delhi
recalled its high commissioner and went on a diplo-
matic offensive. By the end of the year, it seemed that
New Delhi’s frustration in its relations with Islambad,
and its inability to inject a modicum of civility in bilat-
eral relations, had reached a point where it might, for
the first time, be considering the use of force. It was
more clear that unless Pakistan was able to move be-
yvond the pathological hostility towards India that de-
fines its identity, there was [itfle that could be done to
really improve bilateral relations. /
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One step
away
from

summit

FROM K.P.NAYAR

Washington, Dec. 31: The
rooms are ready. The briefs
and talking points are under
preparation,

All that remains s one Wind-
fall action, perhaps an unequivo-
cal statement from Pakistan that
~ will clear the way for a second
summit in less than one year be-
tween Prime Minister Atal Bi-

The Telegraph
wishes its readers
a happy New Year

harl Vajpayee and President Per-
vez Musharraf in Kathmandu.

Notwithstanding the hedging
and the denials, those at the
helm of the ministry of external
affairs and the Prime Minister’s
Office are preceading on the as-
suniption that at the eleventh
heur, 2 meeting between Vajpay-
ee and Musharrai may take
place on the margins of the
Saarc summit in Kathmandu.

Therefore, they have asked
the Indian mission in Kathman-
du to regerve rooms suitable for
such a summit and put in place
other protocol requirements and
media facilities that will make
the event hassle-free, should the
meeting be held.

Though Indian officials are
unwilling {o concede the possi-
bility of a Vajpavee-Musharraf
summit on record, they believe
the turning point in the current
stand-off between India and Pak-
istan came last week, moving
such a summit from the realm of
the unthinkable to a distinct
possibility
~ That turning point was a
briefing by national security ad-
viser Brajesh Mishra to the am-
bassadors of GB(Group of Eight)
somntries,

Thecables sent ouihy GB am-
nassadors after the brieting, said
o2 Western diplomat here, trig-
gei 1 the biggest Christmas-
time diplomatic activity since
World War 11. The cahles sized up
ithe situation in the subcontinent
with clarity and urgency
_ Intense activity in a1l the G8
capitals and amoeng them ulti-
mately resubied in Musharraf
noving reluctantly against
some of the terrarists accused
ty India of complicity in the at-
tack on Parliament. Musharraf
was left with very little choice,

After ‘the substance of
Mishra's briefing was communi-
cated by the GB envoys to their
respective capitals, President
Jacques Chirac of France spoke
on the phone to President
George W. Bush.

He stressed the need to see
Pakistan crack down on those
against whom India had evi-
dence of terrorist activity, which
was shared with “friendly coun-
tries”.

Bush then spoke to British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
whose envay in Islamabad had
already made a demarche seek-
ing such action.

Also came the message from
the Kremlin to the Americans
that they must call the spades
made in Pakistan what they real-
Iv are. President Vladimir
Putin's aides, in fact, reasoned
that if India did not act it wonld
suffer further acts of terror

An Indian official summed
up the situation after Mushar-

raf's actions against the Las-
hkar and Jaish thus: India is not
satisfied with what the Pakistani
Jjunta has done, but its actions
have made New Delhi hopefiil,

From this hope springs the

_expectations of an eleventh hour
summit meeting in Kathmandu.

Islamabad, Dec. 31 (Agencies):
Hours afier putting the founder
of Lashkar-e-Toiba behind bars,
Pakistan intensified the crack-
down on militants by raiding the
offices of two groups at the cen-
tre of a tense stand-off with
India.

The overnight action drew
gradging approval from India
and fulsome praise from Presi-
dent George W. Bush, who had
asked President Pervez Mushar-
raf in the weekend to “elimi-
hate” terrorists. “He’s cracking
dewn hard, and T appreciate his
efforts. Terror ig terror and the
fact that the Pakistani President
is after the terrorists is a good
sign,” Bush said.

Bush vpiced sympathy for
india, saying he told Atal Bihari
Vajpayee that he would also be

| Harshad Wiehia dies ai 47,

angry if someane had attacked
the US Capitol. But he asked Vaj-
payee to give Pakistan time.

“I explained to the Indian
Prime Minister (that) whileI un-
derstood his anger, I was hoping
they were not headed for war,”
Bush added. “Give us all a
chance to work with President
Musharraf te bring the terror-
ists to justice.”

Pakistan confirmed today
that Hafiz Mohammagd Saeed,
joint founder of the Lashkar-e-
Toiba, which, with Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad, stands accused by
India of conducting the suicide
attack on Parliament, was de-
tained last night.

“He (Saeed) has been de-
tained under the maintenance of
public order ordinance,” interi-
or ministry spokesman Rashid

Mumbai, Dec. 31:

thrives on.

middie. g

but it's notso

feeding bears. .

ight, Mumbai burnt an effigy of an

sky, a not-s0-0ld man turned to ashes at
crematorium, taking with him dud dreams

~. 1
Big Buil Harshad Mehta died early this morningaf —~ 7.

the young age of 47. A story that began in the sfiall town |-

of Raipur ended at Thane civil hospital 40 minutes after

midnight, starting iis journey in widdle-class rags to

travel to richer than mere riches - represented by the Toyota

Lexus the Big Bull rode - and winding up somewhere in the

Mehi

The year is notending right for Mumbai. The Big Buil is dead,
ch the passing away of the person that carries
over into the new year. It's the death of the symbol. Harshad
Mehta, the showman he was, had posed for pictures in the zoo

The share market is just about alive — the Bombay Stock Ex-

George Fernandes looks through field glasses at an undisclosed location on the western front. (AFP)

Pak earns kudos for crackdown

Ahmed Khan said. “He was dis-
turbing peace, he was making in-
flammatory statements,” foreign
ministry spokesman Aziz Ah-
med Khan added.

A security source earlier said
Saeed was picked up late on Sun-
day for making anti-government
statements after chairing a meet-
ing of his colleagues in the capi-
tal. Jaish leader Masood Azhar
had been detained earlier.

A spokesman for Saeed said
his detention was unjust and
was a result of pressure from
india. “The government action
is based on  injustice”

spokesman Yahya Mujahid said.

But he said the group had ap-
pealed to supporters not to re-
sort to disruptive action in re-
sponse to the move. Saeed gave
up the party leadership last

nineties.

1992,

)

F_|

wenk amid Indian demands for
action against Lashkar and
Jaish.

Police in Karachi said they
raided offices of Lashkar and Ja-
ish last night and detained over
two dozen activists for question-
ing. “Yes, raids were conducted
on the offices of these groups...
over two dozen people were
nabbed,” a senior police official
said. He said the offices were
sealed after the raids, which
India has been demanding.

On whether [slamabad would
hand over the arrested militants
to India, Aziz said: “He was only
detained vesterday. Nobody ever
talked about handing over to In-
dia. He has been detained for
disturbing peace and making in-
flammatory statements. It is
something internal.”

11F Vs

Premature end to Big Bull run

FIQM DEBASHIS BHATTACHARYYA i change sensitive index ended the day today at a shade
over 3262 points — and, given the coincidence, compar-

isons were inevitable with the heady tines of the early

Harshad had taken the sensex up by nearly 2600
poiniis in four miracle months of 1991-92, firing dreams
of millions among people of modest means. Those were
the times: Associated Cement Companies represented it.
Harshad winched it up from Rs 300 to Bs 10,000 in April

And, these are the times: symbolised again by ACC. It
stood at Rs 151.80 today.
The Big Bull is dead, but the gored imarket is still

nui‘E'ﬂgthe wounds left festering for nearly a decade now.
He showed how the system could be worked to generate a
boom, taking maney out of banks - public and private - illegally

to ramp up stock p!

double ready forward and
cabulary. Those were all ins

. He gave India its first major stock market
re worth, and brought ready forward,
T8’ receipts into newspaper vo-
nts he manipulated to pump
money put of the banking system.
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FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Dec. 31: The first
signs of a thaw in the evebail-
to-eyeball confrontation be-
tween India and Pakistan
have surfaced on the eve of
the New Year.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vaipayee today held otit an olive
branch to Pakistan President

. Pervez Musharraf by offering
to walk that extra mile for per-
manent peace and Delhi wel-
comed for the first time Islam-
abad's measures against mili-
tants sheltered there.

Sharing his New Year “mus-
ings” with the nation, Vajpayee
told Pakistan: “You will find
India willing to walk mare than
half the distance to work closely
with Pakistan to resolve,
through dialogue, any issue, in-
cliding the contentjous issue of
Jammu and Kashmir.™

The dramatic announce-
ment, which could defuse the
massive military build-up along
the borders of the two nuclear
neighbours, came a few days be-
fore Vajpayee and Musharraf
land in Kathmandu far the Saarc
surmmit.

But the Prime Minjster
also warned Indians to be pre-
pared o makKe sacrifices of
“leisure, comfort] riches and if

necessary lives”.
"The first hint of a possible de-
escalation was dropped in theaf:

ternoon by foreign mihister
Jaswant Singh. Referring to the
arrest of Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad leaders in
Pakistan, Singh said: “If this in-
formation is confirmed, it is a

:
£
4

THE TERROR LIST

: * Masood

s Tiger Memon
@ [yrahim
" Mamon
& bhar Pathan
® Mautana
 SaidMafiz
& Azhar farahim, Kzhar Yusul, fsqs -
KAita Hussatn alias Al Moosa,
tsbir Ali Shelkh, Yusul Shak,
Sald Abgul Karim, Lakhbir Singh
Rode, Panjwar, Bitta, Migtri
Zahopr Tarahim, Shahood Akhar,
Shakes! Mohammad, Susmt
Ahmed Oazi and lbrahim Akitar

‘Saced, the arvested
Lashkar

" maore. But it was clear that Debi
was willing to renew the da-
logue with Islamabad — met
likely at the foreign ministe’s
level — to bring down the ten-
perature in South Asia.

Prima Minister’s article
on Page 11

The foreign minister did 1ot
give a clear answer to whetler
Vajpayee would meet Musharaf
at the Saarc summit in Nepal

“The Prime Minister wilibe
reaching Kathmandu as schad-
uled. Details of his programne
are being worked cut,” Singh
said, Till yesterday, the govern-
ment had been unequivoeally
dismissing the possibility of
such a meeting.

Singh also did not make any
commitment on whether he

ranch

ymuld hold talks with his Pak-
istani counterpart, Abdus Sat-
tar, in Kathmandu. “I am going
to Saarc. [ hope to be there on
schedule. I will see how develop.
ments take place in Kathman:
du,” Singh said, ‘
Pakistan, which has been
pressing for talks, sprang to its
feet to say it would welcome “top:
level” talks between the neigh-
bours, “If there is a move from
the Indian side, we will certainly
welcome it,” the Pakistan for-
eipn office said. !
Sattar, who flew over India to
reach Kathmandu today, said
Pakistan is opposed to war and is
prepared to hold talks “any-
where, anytime and at an
level”, K
Singh, talking to reporters
after a meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Security, pointed
out that Pakistan needed to do
more, “We hope that such ac:
tions against terrorist groups
targeting India, including
Jammu and Kashmir, would be
pursued vigerously and cross:
border terrorism eliminated,”
he said. '
Seeking to keep up the pres-.
sure on Pakistan, India has
handed a list of terrorists it
wants to be handed over by Pak-
istan (See chart). Deihi has
not set a specific deadline but
said it would like to bring them
over for trial “as soon as possi-

ble”, Pakistan said it-wonld ex- i .

amine the list and formally react
tomorrow,

The deputy high commis-
sioner of the Pakistan high com-
mission, Jalal Abbas Geelani,
was cafled to the foreign min-

step forward in the corvect direc: lPStag btya:?g;o?t se(;;et:}qry g[e'a;’{l
«tion.” stan Afghanistan sk,
The twin statements immedi- genl?stii??’ rstm'lt lzianded over
ately fuelled speculation on You will find India wiling . e wanted.
wnethorindiavoul mpliseh | o wakmorstanhalfthe | SPSLE (T 18
s anq T o meehmg distance to work closely far as the ev'ﬁ.ence of terr;)rist
betwgaen e o nter. this with Pakistan fo resalve, activities is wncerned, it has
raf k1n Kathmandu later this through dislogue, e e su,fﬁcient
Week isste... ¢
The foreign office remained any manner .;c;:,’ If;he j&ternatm
nan-committal and officials in- AB VAIPAYER community,” he said.
sisted that Pakistan needed to do ¥ Sce Page 6

lt lets you
‘honey’ 1o

This year we've got in

“you, something that is

-

oy New Year. Contact-
2161313, 57435
igiam Exclugive
Showroom 54,
awringhee  wishes its
tomers & weil-wishers a
py & prospercus new
. . C57488
Langaur announces their
liood counter i the
nher enclosure at the
<ata Race Course {Rayal

sufta Turf Crity, mssves
sangaur's Tesj
liRajesthani  Cuisine)

ounces the opening of
first vegetarian bar cum
aurant in Kolkata. 2,
sl Street.  FPhone:
0730, 226-6009.

TSe121
unar wishes & very
fapoy ard prospercus
¢+ Year 1o Al its clients

patrons. Ph: 247 4824,
TS7450

- amiteal) oY ECUNTY
Agency, 83 Rafi Anmed
Kigwai Road, Kolkata-
700016, phoner 2491312
and 2443726 and Sukhada
Neeloy, H.C. 18t iane,
Pradhannagar, Sifiguri.
Email: Service@steringse-
curityagency.com Website:
www.sterling security
agency.com TESTAT
ew Year buffet unch &
The Golden Harvest
China  valley. A specal
spread with complimentary
olass of Wine. For reserva-
tion 2403766, ToEe2
agar the best placs 10
lebrate 2002, House

of indian, Tandoor, Chingse
and continenial. For reser-
vation cali 2374962/ 7979.
. Terad
staﬂ the year with a
angl With an iresistitle
buffet lunch at The Hub
today. Enoy i all with a

Graduate lady cottage sett
with at least G years experi-
snce in infant care and
leaching child care nursing.
4} Lady cottage staf with
rrinimum three years exper-
ance in boarding schools,
Qualification: High Schoal,
Apply with {estimonials o
Chairman,  Appointments
Sub-committes, C/o¢ DOr.
Graham's Homas,
Kalimpong-734301, Wast
Bengal. Last date for receipt
of applcationy s January
15, 2002, TEPSGT-ASLEAT]
ishing our valued cus-
1omers, friends and
well-wishers a very Happy
New Yaar. Nu Ennis Gents
& lLadies Hair & Beauty
Parlour, Ph 2442272,
August Moan. Fh:
22068873, Strictly a ladies
beauty parowr. Open fll

day 1oday & everycay.
157500

enticing as our widest TICE
gald and diamond oma ™ 73,30 hrs, of31-12-2001.
¥ Telephons lof our asieeied customers.

exptic honeymoon trip for A ‘
and your spouse | Now, tobe one - -
of those fucky winners {4 couples -
every fortnight) all you have to |
do is to head for your nearest : . |
P, C. Chandra showroom! ' .. A 4

1s of Siliguri and follow the instruetion of he syslem.

d B for Execulive class. vl -

A je?el of jewelé :
Bowbazar « Chovinghee « Gariahat « Golpark

3

x
LS

*(onditions apply.

LWe fhave no other Shawrooms or Outlets.
customer satistaction.

Divislon Comenersial Manager 7
N.F. Raliway/ Katitar



e ‘5

y dear fellow countrymen,

jovous New Year greetings

to all of yvou. To our brave

Jawans, security forces,

and policemen guarding
our borders and viral installations: to our
hard-working kisans, who have ensured our
food security; to our workers and managers
who, with their sweat and teil, are making
India an economic power; to our talented
sofiware professionals who have burnished
[ncia’s image ahroad: to our children and
youth, who are the future of our nation; in-
deed, to every Indian who in his or her own
wav is conlributing to nation-building,
I wish happiness and prosperity in the
new year. 1 also send my feticitations to
all non-resident Indians and persons of In-
dian origin, who, despite the distance in
space and time that separates them from us,
have maintained unbreakable social. cul-
tural. spiritual, and emotional ties with
India,

‘We leave an eventfui vear behind us, a
vear of many trials and tribulations —
amongst them the earthquake in Gujarat at
the beginning of the vear and the terrarist
attack on our Parliament at the end of the
vear We faced all of them with courage and
self-confidence. As we begin our jouraev in
2002, it is time for all of us together to re-
solve that we shall grow further in foru-
tude; that our belief in ourselves shail be
further sterled to take on even stiffer chal-
lenges that mav confront us in the new vear,
Today, let us pledge that our motherland
shall emerge stronger — in national securi-
ty, which is of supreme tmportance, and in
development that betters the life of those of
our brethren who continue to be victims of
poverty and neglect. It is said that time’s
ways are inscrutable. This may be true in
the life of individuals. not in a nation's life.
True, we cannot predict what may happen
to our individual destinies. But, in my
mind, there is no uncertainty whatsoever
about India’s destiny

India is marching towards a bright fu-
ture. We have our share of problems. But
these cannot kide the brightness on the
horizon. It will be a future free of poverty
and all other vestiges of underdevelop-
ment. Indeed, the level of poverty iscoming
dowr and the cay is not far when every re-
gion, every community, and every citizen in
our country shall enjov the fruits of India’s
prosperity and progress. If we want, and if
we act unitedly to get what we want, then
this energizing goal can be achieved within
the gpan of a generation. But the future I
see is not only one of a prosperous India,
free of tear and free of want. In recent
vears, the world has come to look at India
with renewed respect, recognizing a strong
and prosperous global power in the mak-
ing. I have no deubt that India in the fore-
seeable future will begin to play a decisive
role in global affairs, not o advance any
partisan agenda at the expense of others
Bt 1o protect and promote mankind's most
cherished universal ideals. It is also a fu-
ture when the fabled richness of India’s cul-
ture, srts, mtellectual exploration, and spir-
itual pursuit will begin to show its full radi-
ance, bringing much succour to the trou-
hled spirit of the modern man,

dream? No, it is not. Nations achieve

greatness when their people learn fo
dream lofty dreams and to strive hard —
and make sacrifices. when necessary — to
realize those dreams, without getting dis-
heartened by the difficulties along the way
and without ever letting their faith in their
nation’s destiny falter I am reminded here
of the inspiring vision of Maharshi Au-
robinde, which he set oul in his historic

I s this a dream? Yes. Is it an impossible

radio broadcast for August 15, 1947. “I have
always held and said that India was arising,
not to serve her own material interests only,
to achieve expansion, greatness, power, and
prosperity — though these too she must hot
neglect, — and certainly not like others to
acquire domination of other peoples, but to
live also for God and the world as a helper
and leader of the whole human race.” This,
I believe, is the quintessence of India's
work, now and in the future, Different lead-
ers of modern India have presented the
same vision in different words. In the five
and a half decades since independence, we
have made definite progress in realizing a
part of this vision, although there is a need
to introspect on why our achievement has
not been greater, faster, and more egalitari-
an. Bur let us not get bogged down in the is-
sues and debates of yesterday. Now we
must hasten our march forward, correcting
the mistakes of the past but always keeping
our eyes fixed firmly on where we want
India to be in the future.

It often happens that the road to the fu-
ture is rendered difficult by roadblocks
placed by the past, One stich readblock for
us, indeed the biggest, is Pakistan’s consis-
tentand centinuing anti-India policy, begin-
ning with its refusal to accept the constitu-
tionally validated and democratically en-
dorsed accession of Jammu and Kashmir
to India. For a long time, the rulers in Islam-
abad relied on military confrontation,
as exemplified by the wars they waged
in 1948, 1965, and 1971, to settle this issue
in their favour After failing abjectly
in their endeavor, the anti-India forces in
Pakistan decided to foment terrorism and
religious extremism as the principal means
to instigate separatism in our country. I
must say that they are nursing a dangerous
delusion. What they could not achieve
through open military aggression, they
never wi]lr achieve through cross-border
terrorsm.

signs in Punjab. Terrorism bled Pun-
jab; but, in the end, it fled Punjab. It
could not dent Hindu-Sikh unity Similarly,
the terrorists and their mentors are
doomed to fail in Jammu and Kashimir, too.

However, the very certainty of failure is
driving them, in desperation, to emhrace a
more dangerous agenda. The terrorist at-
tack on our Parliament on December 13 has
shown beyond a shadow of doubt that the
anti-India forces in Pakistan are prepared
to wreak any havoc on our soil. It was an at-
tack on our sovereignty. on our national
self-respect, and it was a challenge to our
democratic system. Although India has
been a victim of cross-border terrorism for
the past nearly two decades and has lost
tens of thousands of innocent men and
woinen and security forces, the oufrage of
December 13 has breached the limit of the
nation’s endurance,

That the terrorists who stormed the
precincts of Parliament failed in their core
objective, thanks to the exemplary alert-
ness and bravery of our security forces,
some of whom laid down their lives in the
call of their duty, cannot diminish the dia-
balical nature of the conspiracy hatched by
their mentors across the border. It is useful
to presume (hat more such lerrorist strikes
can take place. The only way to defend our-
selves against such attacks is by forcing
Pakistan to stop cross-border terrorism.
And this precisely is the objective we have
set ourselves in our current multi-pronged
strategy The many political and diplomatic
steps we have taken after Decemmber 13area
part of this strategy. As I have said earlier,
India does not want war. India has never
been an aggressor in her long history. But

T hey failed miserably in their evil de-

« Wit India will triumph against t

* Atal Bihari Vajpayee argues that so far India has given
clear proof of its sincerity. It is now for Pakistan to
' make its choice between peace and war

Reading the act

we have a sovereign right to defend our-
selves against cross-border terrorism,
which is a proxy war that is already thrust
on us. Pakistan will be solely responsible
for the consequences of encouraging ter-
rorism against India and, when expedient,

turning a blind eve to terrorist groups with
trans-national linkages operating from its
soil.

Teday I also wish to share a thought
with the people of Pakistan and, indeed,
with all the right-thinking persons in its

£ 1 would also like you to realize that the battle against
terrorism will necessarily be a long one. One should
neither expect a quick and painless victory nor despair
if more terrorist strikes take place...Let us also recognize
that, in some ways, every citizen is like a soldier in
this war against terrorism J
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ruling establishment. It is unfortunate that
anti-India forces in Pakistan have been al-
lowed to play with fire, apparently with no
thought given to what this fire can do to
Pakistan itself. I have heard and read many
perceptive Pakistanis express serious con-
cern over their government’s appeasement
of terrorism fueled by religious extremism.
They have voiced glarm over how Pak-
istan’s social fabrid and its institutions
have been grievously affected by its govern-
ment’s policy of creating and systematical-
ly promoting the taliban, ostensibly to gain
“strategic depth” in Afghanistan and
a “force multiplier” for its anti-India cam-
paign in Jammu and Kashmir. The fate
of the first game plan has already been
sealed. The fate of the second will be no
different. Taliban and al-Qaida are not
merely the names of organizations. They
stand for an aberrant mental outlook and a
highly regressive socio-political agenda
which rejects the ideals of pluralism, secu-
larism, freedom and democracy, and has
no respect even for national boundaries,
For the pursuit of its goal to establish glob-
al hegemany, it consiEfrs the use of terror-

ism domestically as well as its aggressive
export to countries near and far entirely
legitimate.

some people choose the path of ter-

rorism? Why do they Kkill, and are
ready to be killed? How are they able to cre-
ate a religious frenzy in support of terror-
ism when no religion sanctions terrorism?
One can understand if some persons, dis-
satisfied with the prevailing state of affairs
or angered by a sensa of injustice or depri-
vation, want to establish a different social
order that they consider is more just
and would benefit more people. There
is nothing wrong with such striving. In-
deed, humanity has progressed through the
struggles of such idealists. But where
the path of the terrorist diverges sharply
from that of the idealist and the revolution-
ary is in the choice of the means he em-
ploys. Because of his murderous ways,
his intolerance, and his extremism, he
expels himself from the pale of humanity
and descends to bart[)hrism. To allow such
barbarians to succeed even partially,
even in a single corner of the world, is to
invite danger for the whole of civilized
humanity,

Which is why India stood firmly behind
the international coalition’s support to the
United States’ war on terror in Afghanistan
following the horrengous terrorist attacks

L ike you, I too dften wonder: why do

of September 11 in New York and Washing-
ton. The leadership of Pakistan took a com-
mendable decision to join the international
coalition against terrorism in Afghanistan,
although it meant a drastic U-turn in their
policy of support to the taliban regime. But
what was their real intention? If it was the
same as that of the international communi-
ty — namely, to root out terrorism and ex-
tremism — then I extend my hand of al-
liance to them. I wish to tell them: “Shed
your anti-India mentality and take effective
steps to stop cross-bgrder terrorism, and
you will find India willing to walk more
than half the distancae to work closely with
Pakistan to resolve, through dialogue, any
issue, including the contentious issue of
Jammu and Kashmir”

In my musings from Kumarakom last
year; I had affirmed; “In our search for a
lasting solution to the Kashmir problem,
both in its external and internal dimen-
sions, we shall not tiaverse solely on the
beaten track of the past. Rather, we shall be
bold and innovativeaiisigners of a future
architecture of peace and prosperity for the
entire south Asian region.” I continue to re-

main wedded to this commitment. My bus
journey to Lahore earlier in February 1999,
my invitation to President Pervez Mushar-
raf to come to Agra in July for summit
talks, and our oft-extended “ceasefire” in
Jammu and Kashmir are a testimony to
India’s sincere, bold, and innovative search
for peace. This search continued even after
the betrayal in Kargil. Our efforts will be
further intensified, if Pakistan demon-
strates its matching sincerity to have peace
with India.

hostilities behind us and embrace a

future free of tension and full of mu-
tually beneficial possibilities. The common
enemy that both our countries face is pover-
ty, illiteracy, disease, and unemployment.
Terrorism and extremism cannot solve any
of these problems. They can only further
delay their solution. Therefore, let us join
hands to fight this enemy and, along with
other countries in south Asia, make our re-
gion a land of peace, plenty, and all-round
progress. This is the challenge of the new
yearand of thenew century. Letusaccept it
in a spirit of cooperation. However, if the
intention of Pakistan’s leadership is to con-
tinue to promaote, or condone, cross-border
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir as a mat-
ter of state policy, while maintaining that
they are one with the world in rooting out
terrorism in Afghanistan, then the interna-
tional community will judge this position
to be opportunistic. It will conciude that
Pakistan, far from being a part of the solu-
tion, will remain a part of the problem it-
self,

It is for Pakistan to make the right
choice. After what happened on December
13, we have made certain legitimate de-
mands of the government of Pakistan. Its
sincerity to fight terrorism will be deter-
mined by its positive response to these de-
mands. We also hope that our friends in the .
international community will bring requi-
site pressure on Pakistan to give up its dou-
ble standards on terrorism.

Dear fellow countrymen, the sitnation
we arefacing is unprecedented. I would like
you to be prepared for any eventuality. T
would also like vou to realize that the battle
against terrorism will necessarily be a long
che. One should neither expect a quick and
painless victory nor despair if more terror-
ist strikes take place. Today my heart goes
out to our jawans, security forces, and po-
lice personnel who are doing their duty in
difficult conditions, so that all of us can
sleep soundly and go about our normal
lives. But let us also recognize that, in some
ways, every citizen is a soldier in this war
against terrorism. Like them, let us be dis-
ciplined and ever-vigilant. Like them, let us
also be prepared to make sacrifices — sacri-
fice of our leisure, sacrifice of our com-
forts, sacrifice of our riches, and, if neces-
sary, sacrifice of our lives.

T ogether, let us leave the past of futile

am sure that all of us will work harder

than before to keep our economy and

our civic services fighting fit. I know
that, as during the previous wars, our citi-
zens will gladly bear hardships if the gov-
ernment has to take certain temporary
measures to support our effort. Our people
have shown the fist of unity at the time of
every crisis in the past. I am confident that
vou will do it again, and not allow any other
issue to core between us and our goal. And
that goal is India’s victory — a decisive vic-
tory — in our supremely just struggle. We
shall triumph against terrorism — to de-
fend India, to defend humanity. Let this be
every Indian's New Year resolve. May the
Almighty give us strength to redeem this re-
solve.
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