LTTE seeks India’

By D.B.S, Jeyaraj B 0 \

" TORONTO, JAN. 7. The Liberation

v

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
wants the Government of India
to help it conduct direct nego-
tiations aimed at resolving the
protracted ethnic conflict with
the Sri Lankan Government of
the Prime Minister, Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, informed Tamil
sources in Europe said today.

According to these sources,
the LTTE requires Indian as-
sistance in two phases. First, it
wants New Delhi to allow its
political adviser and chief ne-
gotiator, Anton Balasingham,
and spouse, Adele Anne, to re-
side temporarily in Chennai
before and during talks with
the Sri Lankan Government.

Second, it wants India to ex-
tend its good offices further
and let the talks facilitated by
Norway to be conducted in a
South Indian city such as
Chennai, Thiruvananthapu-
ram or Bangalore.

The Tigers are a§) amenable
to Indian officials’ presence as
non-participant observers dur-
ing discussions with Colombo
if and when talks commence in
India.

It is reliably learnt that the
formal request for the Bala-
singhams to reside in Chennai
would be made initially and the
second would be predicated on
whether a positive response is
obtained first.

If granted, Mr. Balasingham
would relocate to Chennai, en-
gage in spadework necessary to
set up direct talks and then ask
for an Indian venue to conduct
direct negotiations.

Informed sources said that
the LTTE's thinking on these is-
sues had been conveyed to the
mutually-accepted facilitator
when a Norwegian delegation
led by the Deputy Foreign Min-
ister, Vidar Helgesen, met Mr.
Balasingham in London on Ja-
nuary 4.

communicate on the matter
with Colombo first and, de-
pending upon the Sri Lankan
response, would interact with
New Delhi. A Norwegian team
is scheduled to visit Sri Lanka
on January 10.

Tamil circles explained that
it was necessary for Mr. Bala-
singham to meet the LTTE
leader, Velupillai Prabakharan,
for a series of confidential
meetings before the decks are
cleared for direct Govt.-LTTE
talks.

The 63-year-old diabetic is
recovering from a kidney
transplant and requires sensi-
tive medical care unavailable
in the Northern mainland of
the Vanni where the LTTE hie-
rarchy is based. This prevents
him from residing for long in
the Vanni. Commuting from
London, where he is based
now, to the Vanni via Colombo
regularly is physically debili-
tating and also a security risk.

help for. talks with G

. Et is expected that Oslo would

olombo

The Tij Jrs feel that Mr. Bala-
singham could shuttle back
and forth from Chennai to the
Vanni by helicopter. Likewise,
the LTTE does not want its
high-powered delegation at-
tending anticipated direct talks
to be vulnerable security-wise
by travelling through Colombo
to a Western city.

The LTTE team will also have
to report back regularly to the
Vanni and consult the leader-
ship as talks progress. This lo-
gistical requirement and Mr.
Balasingham’s presence in
Chennai makes an Indian city
more desirable as a venue for
talks.

The LTTE is apparently opti-
mistic that its requests would
be granted as India has pledged
full support for a negotiated
peace in Sri Lanka.

The Sri Lankan Government
is also not averse to a greater
Indian role in the talks.

See also Page 12
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By Nirup

COLOMBO, FEB. 3. Continuing the
campaign to woo India, top
leaders of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam have told a Ta-
/6] daily here that the two sides

must bury the past and move
ahead by forging an under-
standing based on “mutual in-
terest.”

“If the U.S. and Russia can
cooperate with each other, so
can India and the LTTE,” an un-
named senior leader of the Ti-
gers was quoted as saying by
Suderoli. Projecting the LTTE
point of view, the paper report-
ed a “deep-seated and genu-
ine” desire among the top
leaders of the group to repair re-
lations with India, and quoted
some by name.

“It is not events or incidents,
but an absence of mutual un-
derstanding that is the main
reason for the differences be-
tween the LTTE and India,”
Pottu Amman, intelligence wing
leader of the LTTE, and second
accused in the Rajiv Gandhi as-
sassination case, is reported to
have said.

He added that there were now
opportunities to build such an
understanding and gave the im-
pression that India had already
made overtures to the LTTE.

a Subramanian

“Instead of sending signals to
the intelligence unit for such an
understanding, it would be bet-
ter if these signals are sent to
the political wing.”

The newspaper added that
Pottu Amman did not elaborate.
“Let us forget the bitterness of
the past. Both sides have done
good and bad,” he said.

The LTTE recently demanded
that India permit its senior
member, Anton Balasingham,
to live in Chennai, and that
peace talks between the LTTE
and Colombo be held in a south
Indian city.

Both Pottu Amman and the
political wing leader, S. P. Tha-
milselvan, have been quoted in
a detailed article as forcefully
rejecting the theory that the
LTTE was attempting to move
closer to India as it did not want
the regional superpower to be
antagonistic to it. “All world
powers, including India, know
how fiercely the LTTE will resist
any action that goes against the
interests of the people.”

It was wrong to think that the
LTTE wanted to revive its ties
with India out of fear, they said.
“We have no fear and we are
not looking for a one-sided rela-
tionship based on fear. What we
want is an understanding based
on mutual interest.” While the

Let's bury the past%,)d\
LTTE tells India’:+"

LTTE proposal for locating Mr.
Balasingham and the peace
talks in India have met with op-
position from several Indian
political parties, commentators
arguing in favour of it have for-
warded “geo-political sensitivi-
ties”’ as one of the reasons why
New Delhi should not dismiss it
out of hand. They have argued
that this would allow India to
retain a say. Another argument,
forwarded in The Sunday Leader
today by a Tamil columnist was
that India’s refusal to grant a
venue could, at some stage, be-
come an obstacle to the peace
process.

Bail for Chandrika’s
bodyguard

COLOMBO, FEB. 3. The Sri Lankan
President, Chandrika Kumara-
tunga’s top bodyguard was re-
leased on bail today by a
magistrate hearing an alleged
plot to kill one of the main polit-
ical opponents of the leader,
police said.

Ms. Kumaratunga’'s closest
bodyguard, Police Superintend-
ent, Nihal Karunaratne, surren-
dered before the Chief
Magistrate in Kandy today, fi
days after the judge issupd a
warrant for his arrest. P
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By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, JAN. 31. With the Tamil
Nadu Government stoutly op-
posing any move to allow the
outlawed LTTE to hold peace
talks with the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment in Chennai, the pro-
LTTE groups in the State rallied
together here to urge India to
assist the negotiations.

Hailing the LTTE chief, Pra-
bakaran’s “military and diplo-
matic prowess”, the speakers at
a seminar on “the grief of Eelam
Tamils and the duty of India”
warned that “those who try to
belittle LTTE will never suc-
ceed”. The Tamil Nationalist
Movement leader and convener
of the Eelam Tamils Supporters
Coordination Committee, P. Ne-
dumaran, questioning the ratio-
nale of opposing the LTTE citing
the assassination of Rajiv Gand-
hi, asked: “Will you banish all
Brahmins from the country be-

" “Allow LTTE talks -
75wy in India’ 1,

cause a Brahmin killed Mahat-
ma Gandhi? Or deport Sikhs
because a couple of'them assas-
sinated Indira Gandhi?”.

Criticising the AIADMK gen-
eral secretary, Jayalalithaa, for
asking the Indian Government
not to give a “base for the
LTTE”, the former AIADMK
Minister, Panruti Ramachan-
dran, said the Tamil Tigers were
not demanding a “base but only
a guest house”.

The DPI convener and MLA,
R.Tirumavalavan, said the Indi-
an Government should support
the proposed talks between the
LTTE and the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment.

All the speakers, including the
Thanthai Periyar Dravidar Kaz-
hagam leader, Viduthalai Rajen-
dran and the Tamil Nationalist
Movement general secretary,
S.P. Veerapandian, demanded
immediate lifting of the ban on
the LTTE.
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Centre not t\((g

By Our Special Correspondént

NEW DELH), JAN. 19, The Centre p-
pears categorical in rejecting
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
lam’s plea for using either Chen-
nai or any other part of the
southern States as a venue for
peace talks with the Sri Lankan
Government.

Highly-placed sources said that
informal discussions between the
Ministries of External Affairs and
Home on the subject were recent-
ly held and the dominant view
was to keep the LTTE at bay from
the southern States. In fact, the
view in the Home Ministry seems
to be that the matter is a closed
chapter.

The sources, however, added
that the decision could be recon-
sidered at the highest level in the

¥ A - ([ R
Goverr?nent. The L'IT‘TSW/Vwas

banned by the Centre in the after-
math of the assassination of the
former Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi, at Sriperumbudur in
1991. The ban was renewed for
another two-year term last May.

The issue of the LTTE getting a
foothold in Tamil Nadu for con-
ducting its peace negotiations
with the Sri Lankan Government
has evoked strong reactions in Ta-
mil Nadu. All major political par-
ties have said the issue comes
under the legal purview of the
Union Government and that it
should be decided by the Centre.

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
O. Paneerselvam, has opposed
any move to give space for the
outlawed LTTE. He said the LTTE
was a banned terrorist organisa-

oncede LTTE
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[E plea

tion and there was no scope for
allowing it in the State. The Tamil
Maanila Congress (TMC) has
written to the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, saying the move
was “dangerous” and had sent
shockwaves across the State.

The PMK founder, S. Rama-
doss, said that he would accept
any decision taken by the Centre.
At the same time, he said he be-
lieved that the LTTE was unlikely
to make a request for the use of
Indian soil for negotiations. He,
however, felt that the ban on the
LTTE should be lifted.

The DMK, once a supporter of
the LTTE, has expressed serious
misgivings about the attempt to
make Chennai a base for its politi-
cal ideologue, Anton Balasing-
ham, to facilitate peace talks.
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THE STRENUQUS ATTEMPT by or on behalf of
the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) to secure a new foothold within India’s
territory for the ostensible purposes of a “direct
dialogue” with Sri Lanka is neither innocuous
nor simply stupid. By any standard of conven-
tional diplomacy, utterly fanciful is the idea be-
ing peddled by the LTTE that it might seek India’s
hospitality as also its ‘‘good offices’” for the orga-
nisation’s own “direct” talks with the Sri Lankan
authorities under the explicit auspices of Norway
as the sole “facilitator” of such parleys. However,
there is more to the LTTE’s arrogant game plan
than meets the eye. Despite being internationally
ostracised ‘as a terrorist organisation, the LTTE
seems inclined to believe that it can easily hood-
wink the Vajpayee administration and gain legiti-
macy through some backstage subterfuge. Now,
the LTTE has launched its new trial balloons
against the stormy winds that continue to foil it
on the international stage. Independently, the
U.S. as also the UK. and Canada in the West
besides India and Sri Lanka have justifiably clas-
sified the LTTE, over a period of time, as a detest-
able purveyor of terror. So, the notoriously fascist
organisation is looking now for arguably innova-
tive ways to overcome its predicament and gain
some respectability inspite of the ongoing global
‘campaign’ against all forms of terrorism. This
alone can explain the indications that the LTTE
wants India to provide an operational base for a
purported exercise of exclusive talks between the
representatives of the new Sri Lankan Prime Min-
ister, Ranil Wickremesinghe, and the separatist
outfit itself.

The LTTE leader, Velupillai Prabakaran, de-
sires that his political lieutenant, Anton Balasing-
ham, be allowed to camp in Chennai along with a
team of replaceable aides and prepare for pos-
sible talks with the Sri Lankan Government. As
reported, Mr. Balasingham will want to shuttle
betwé/ev/ Chennai and Mr. Prabakaran’s Vanni

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2002

NO TRUCK WITH THE LTTE w4,
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headquarters in northern Sri Lanka for petiodic
consultations before and during any such talks. A
closely related aspect of this blueprint, which be-
trays as much political absurdity as indeed au-

dacity, is that India could also host the Colombo- |

LTTE talks as might be arranged by Norway. A
patently ridiculous suggestion in this regard is
that India itself could make its presence felt as a
“‘non-participant observer’ during such discus-
sions. However, India should cold shoulder the
LTTE as and when its laughable ideas of this kind
are presented in all seriousness.

India can have no truck with the LTTE on
three major counts. First, Mr. Prabakaran still re-
mains at large as the accused mastermind behind
the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi. New Delhi
cannot compromise on this issue of criminal jus-
tice. Second, if the LTTE appears emboldened to
try and carve out a sanctuary inside India
through the ruse of peaceful intentions, New Del-
hi must look for any concealed trap behind Mr.
Prabakaran’s calculations. The ominous timing
of the LTTE’s reported move for an overture to
the Vajpayee administration should not be mis-
sed. It is indeed time that New Delhi prepared for
a decisive take-off stage in its own diplomatic
campaign to secure a comprehensive crackdown
by Pakistan against some identified anti-India
terrorist groups. As the Vajpayee administration
demands that Pakistan extradite the leaders of
Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba, New
Delhi cannot be expected to blot its copybook by
whitewashing the LTTE’s terrorist credentials.
Not the least of the factors that India should reck-
on with is the one concerning Sri Lanka’s internal
dynamics. New Delhi may have encouraged Mr.
Wickremesinghe to try and resolve Sri Lanka’s
ethnic crisis by engaging the LTTE if he so deemns

fit. But the LTTE wants India to become a party to |

Mr. Prabakaran’s invidious game of trying to ex-

clude Sri Lanka’s executive President, Chandyika
Kumaratunga, from any such process. J
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No quarter to LTTE

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAL, JAN. 15. Expressing shock
at the “prospect of the LTTE en-
tering Tamil Nadu again”, the
AJIADMK general secretary, Jaya-
lalithaa, today reiterated her par-
ty’s opposition to any proposal to
permit the LTTE to use the State
as a base for any of its activities.

“I am shocked that a situation
has arisen wherein such a move
could even be contemplated by
the Government of India,” she
said in a statement.

In the absence of “any reassur-
ing statement from the Central
Government” on not allowing the
LTTE to set up base in the country
for conducting peace negotia-

tions with the Sri Lankan [Govern-
ment, she said it was herj duty to
“‘once again voice my stoyt resist-
ance and firm oppositionV to any
such move.

The general public in Tamil Na-
du felt that the use of weapons
and firearms became common in
the State only after the entry of
the Sri Lankan militant organisa-
tions. “The people feel that the
LTTE had been flushed out of Ta-
mil Nadu only after hard, relent-
less and untiring efforts under my
leadership from 1991 onwards
and even a small entry given to
them now, once again, would
open the Pandora’s box,” she
said.

In her capacity as the leader of

in T.N.: Jayalalithaa

the ruling party in Tamil Nadu,
she said it was her duty to oppose
the entry of the LTTE “in any
manner, under any pretext what-
soever.” The AIADMK would not
agree to any such proposal.

Ms. Jayalalithaa listed out cer-
tain points which, she said,
formed the Dbasis for the
AJTADMK’s firm opposition to the
entry of the LTTE in Tamil Nadu.
One, the LTTE chief, Prabakaran,
and the LTTE intelligence chief,
Pottu Amman, were proclaimed
offenders in the Rajiv assassina-
tion case.

Two, the LTTE was banned in
India and the ban was in force till
May 14, 2002. Three, the LTTE
had been declared a terrorist or-

ganisation under POTO.

The AIADMK leader main-
tained that if the LTTE’s negotia-
tor, Anton Balasingham, were to
be allowed to reside in Chennai,
then the pro-LTTE elements
would gain inspiration and moral
support from the LTTE to propa-
gate secessionism in India “which
would affect the security, integrity
and sovereignty” of the country.

Noting that the LTTE had float-
ed two militant organisations, the
TNRT and the Tamilar Pasarai in
Tamil Nadu, she said similar or-
ganisations would emerge in
greater number jeopardising the
tranquillity and security of the
State if the LTTE was allowed to
have a base here.
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No request froﬂl%lgILE |

for talks in

India: govt

Times News Network \ ‘ to stay in Chennai for peace nego-

NEW DELHLI: The external affair:

ministry has dismissed reports that
the LTTE had formally communi-
cated its desire to conduct negotia-
tions with the Sri Lankan govern-
ment on Indian territory. “Not cor-
rect,” was the brief response of the

external affairs spokesperson,
when asked about it.
The LTTE ideologue and

spokesman Anton Balasingham
had been quoted in reports as stat-
ing that he was awaiting the reply
of the Indian government to a let-
ter sent by the organisation.

Diplomatic observers say that
India was unlikely to accede to such
arequest even if it were made, since
the LTTE was banned in India. The
parallel of India holding talks with
banned organisations within India
does not hold, they state, since the
issue of allowing a foreign organisa-
tion on Indian territory would have
its own set of complications.

The Indian government is also
undoubtedly influenced by the
prospect that it would be charged
with having double standards at a
time when it is seeking a clear
endorsement of the international

community against terrorism
directed against India.
Meanwhile in Chennai,

ATADMK supremo J. Jayalalithaa,
on Tuesday strongly opposed any
move by the Centre to allow LTTE
spokesperson Anton Balasingam

tiations with the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment.

In a delayed statement, Ms
Jayalalithaa warned that allowing
the LTTE entry into the state and
country in any form would open up
a Pandora’s box. “I am alarmed at
the very prospect of the LTTE
entering Tamil Nadu again and I am
shocked that a situation has arisen
wherein such a move could even be
contemplated by the government of
India,” said Ms Jayalalithaa.

She was reacting to a recent
report on the LTTE’s plea to the
Centre to allow Mr Balasingam
and his wife to stay in Chennai or
any south Indian city to negotiate
with the Norwegian team on peace
talks with Sri Lankan government.

“The people of Tamil Nadu want
to live in peace and the LTTE
should not be permitted to spread
its tentacles once again in the
state,” she said and added: “It is my
duty to voice my stout resistance
and firm opposition to any move to
allow the LTTE to enter Tamil
Nadu again in any manner and
under any pretext whatsoever.”

Ms Jayalalithaa observed that if
Mr Balasingam is allowed to even
temporarily reside in Chennai, pro-
LTTE elements would gain inspi-
ration and moral support to propa-
gate secessionism, affecting the
country’s security, integrity and
sovereignty. /ﬁ
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India won’t
host Lanka

P K Balachanddran ¢-
Colombo, January 14

INDIA IS letting it be known that
it will not host the peace talks
between the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment and the Tigers because
LTTE is banned in India.

A top Indian Government
source told Hindustan Times
today that while there had been
no official request either from
the LTTE or the Norwegian facil-
itators that India host the talks,
it would be reasonable to assume
that India would not play host.

India had banned the LTTE in
1992 and the ban had been
extended periodically on the
grounds that the Tigers contin-
ued to be a threat to India’s secu-
rity. Clearly, nothing has hap-
pened to change this perception
now:. It is ironic that the issue of
the Indian ban is standing in the
way when the LTTE is trying to
get the ban lifted by getting India
to host the talks.

But the LTTE is adamant. Its
chief negotiator Dr Anton Balas-
ingham told the Colombo-based
Tamil daily Sudar Oli today that
the talks could not take place
anywhere other than India.
“There is no possibility of the
talks being held anywhere else,”
he said.

“From nowhere else can we
keep in close touch with our
leader Prabhakaran (who is in
the jungles of Wanni in north Sri
Lanka). There will be a problem
of access even if we operate from
London, Oslo or Paris,” he
argued.

“Secondly, I have to participate
in the talks and I can participate
only if I am alive. This is a
humanitarian issue. But without
understanding this some politi-
cal parties and leaders in India
have politicised and confused the

PRABHAKARAN
issue,” Balasingham com-
plained. He is a diabetic with a
serious kidney ailment.

Giving a bait to India, know-
ing the latter’s wish to have a
role in the Sri Lankan peace
process, Balasingham said that
the status of host would give
India an opportunity to directly
participate in the peace process,
He had earlier said that India
could be an observer at the talks
to know the goings-on first hand.

The LTTE negotiator went on
to say that a formal letter
requesting India to hold the talks
in a south Indian city like Chen-
nai, Bangalore or Thirvanantha-
puram had been sent from Oslo
and Colombo through the Nor-
wegian facilitators and that the
latter were expected to convey
New Delhi’s decision to him
when they meet him in London
on Tuesday.
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India_onitoring talks,,

By Amit Baruah Sm

NEW DELH), DEC. 6. Maintaining a
close watch on the Sri Lankan
political process and the “state-
ment” issued by Norway on the
“breakthrough” made in Oslo,
India has decided not to re-

spond officially to the
developments.
However, sources told this

correspondent that the LTTE
negotiator, Anton Balasingham,
already appeared to have cross-
ed the limits set by the state-
ment issued by Norway on the
agreement reached by the “par-
ties” — the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment and the LTTE.

It would appear that Mr. Ba-
lasingham’s comments to the
press on a new Constitution and
related issues is what has made
the sources believe that the
LTTE official had gone beyond
the spirit of the agreed text.

The “breakthrough” assess-
ment is not one that is being
shared by official circles here
though some appear more opti-
mistic than others.

One section believes that the
Norwegian statement, as far as
it goes, is a general one and sim-
ply commits the Tigers and the
Colombo to begin talks within
an agreed fra ork. This sec-

tion is conscious of the fact that
the key to the success of any
peace agreement in Sri Lanka
lies in the “detail” and not in the
general principles that are con-
tained in the Norwegian state-
ment.

Interestingly, India has re-
cently conveyed to the United
States that it will not be lifting
the ban on the LTTE and has
urged Washington to also retain

it. /}\?\E\

India hat Tade”it clear that
the Tigers will remain a banned
organisation despite the fact
that they were talking to the Sri
Lankan Government with inter-
national facilitation, the sources
said.

During the recent support
group meeting for the Sri Lank-
an peace process on November
25 in Norway, the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Richard Ar-
mitage, reportedly told Mr. Ba-
lasingham that the Tigers must
renounce violence.

In itself, the agreement be-
tween the “parties” announced
by Norway on Thursday does
represent a “forward move-
ment”, but the process will have
greater credibility if the LTTE
chief, Prabakaran, was a signa-
tory to the document. Whatever
be the progress or the problems

with Thursday’s statement, a
“signature” from Mr. Prabaka-
ran would make a considerable
difference to the whole peace
process. As LTTE watchers are
aware, Mr. Prabakaran has had
major problems with Mr. Bala-
singham in the past, but is
aware that in the current inter- ;
national climate some one like
the LTTE negotiator is neces-
sary for him.

A close reading of the “state-
ment” issued in Oslo reveals
that the Tigers have not made
any commitment to renounce
violence in the agreed text.
Statements made at press con-
ferences by people like Mr. Ba-
lasingham do not count for
much as far as eschewing vio-
lence is concerned.

While supporting the general
trajectory of peace and compro-
mise, healthy scepticism to-
wards an organisation such as |
the LTTE is very much called for |
given its past record. |

For India, the peace process |
throws up many dilemmas. The
Rajiv Gandhi murder case, of
course, and Mr. Prabakaran be-
ing an accused, is a key one. Al-
so, the contours of a
“settlement” in Sri Lanka, if at
all it happens, has obvious im-
plications for New Delhi.

|
|
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New Delhi will be forced to

recognise us

PK Balachanddran
Colombo, December 3 9

THE PROGRESSIVE interna-
tionalisation of the Sri Lankan
Tamil problem will leave India
with no option but to recognise
the LTTE as the sole representa-
tive of the Sri Lankan Tamils,
says the LTTE’s chief negotiator
and ideologue Anton Balasing-
ham.

In his annual oration to mark
the LTTE’s Heroes’ Day at Lon-
don last Saturday, Balasingham
said the internationalisation
would also force India to give up
its stand-offishness in regard to
the peace process and begin to
take an active part in it.

Criticising India for virtually
boycotting the donors’ confer-
ence in Oslo on November 25,
Balasingham said that India
would have to see the dangers of
being left out when over 70 coun-
tries attend the Tokyo confer-
ence on giving an economic
backing to the Sri Lankan peace
process in 2003.

Anton Balagingham
Bullish

Balasingham said India’s atti-
tude to the LTTE was shaped by
domestic compulsions. He did
not identify the compulsions but
went on to lambast the hardline
anti-LTTE stance of the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister J Jay-
alalithaa.  Describing Jay-
alalithaa derisively as “Gun-
damma” or the Fat Lady, Balas-
ingham warned that no matter
how repressive she might get and
how many Tamil nationalists she

, SAYS LT’&

mgght put in jail,she would not be
able to suppress the fast swelling
support for the LTTE among the
people of Tamil Nadu.

LTTE mouthpiece Sudar Oli
said in an editorial today that
some of India’s actions gave room
for doubt about its support for the
peace process. It asked India to
stop making a fuss about Rajiv
Gandhi’s assassination (by the
LTTE) and to take part in the ef-
forts to solve the Tamil problem.

It said assassinations were not
new to India as Mahatma Gand-
hi and Indira Gandhi were also
assassinated.

The Tamil United Liberation
Front (TULF) has also asked In-
dia to shed its reserve and take
an active part in the peace
process. Recognising the impor-
tance of the Congress stand on
the LTTE in shaping New Delhi’s
attitude to the LTTE, TULF pres-
ident V Anandasangaree has
said Sonia Gandhi should bury
the past and magnanimously al-
low New Delhi to take a sympa-
thetic view.

4 Gt iy,
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Sri Lankan Minister to me

A
By V.S. Sambandan \/(9

COLOMBO. NOV. 20, Sri Lanka’s
Minister for Ports and Shipping,
Rauff Hakeem, is to meet key
decision-makers in India to-
morrow before the Oslo donors’
conference, scheduled to be
held on November 25.

Mr. Hakeem, who is an im-
portant member of Colombo’s
negotiating team with the Ti-
gers, is likely to meet the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha, and other senior officials
during his visit.

Another Minister, Milinda
Moragoda, is also likely to arrive
in India in the next few days, in
what is seen as an effort to win
an Indian participation at the
Oslo conference.

! Mr. Hakeem represents the
' Muslim interests and Mr. Mora-
goda, who is a key player in the
talks, is responsible for briefing

%I Y
the President, Chandrika Kum-
aratunga) and her senior adviser
on Foreign Affairs, Lakshman
Kadirgamar, on the progress of
the peace process.

Joint appeal

According to media reports
on Tuesday, the Sri Lankan
Government and the LTTE have
agreed to make a joint appeal
for support at the Oslo
conference.

The State-run Daily News
said the first meeting of the sub-
committee on Immediate Hu-
manitarian and Reconstruction
Needs in the Northeast
(SIHRN), formed at the recent-
ly-concluded Thailand talks,
discussed how this appeal
would be worded. “The appeal
calls for aid for the sustainabil-
ity of the peace process,” the
LTTE was quoted as saying.

The seven-hour meeting was

et Sinha

held at the office of the Govern-
ment Agent in Kilinochchi town
on Monday. “Both parties
agreed on a set of procedural
guidelines for the sub-commit-
tee and the financial structure
for its secretariat,” the report
said.

EPDP asked to leave
islet

Meanwhile, the Eelam Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (EPDP),
a former militant group, which
took to Parliamentary politics,
has been asked by the LTTE to
vacate an islet off the northern
Jaffna peninsula. The EPDP has
said that it would leave the islet
only if the Tigers also left.

During the past few days, the
EPDP cadres have been facing
increasing civilian protests ask-
ing them to vacate the islet. The
party has alleged that the Tigers
were behind the protests.

HE HINDQ
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/Osl\qmee%, India’s position keenly watched

Y-
By V.S. Sambangan ) ¥~
' %

COLOMBO. NOV. 19, :;’E/S‘I))Le the
scheduled presence of the U.S.
and the U.K. at this month’s do-
nor’s conference in Oslo, the In-
dian position continues to be
keenly watched by the island’s
major ‘political parties.

The political reactions to the
present Indian position are
along predictable lines.

While the Government is
keen on an Indian presence, the
Opposition has said that it was
“sympathetic” to the Indian
stand that it was “unlikely” to
send a delegation to the Oslo
conclave, organised to rdise in-
ternational financial backing for
the ongoing peace process be-
tween Colombo and the Liber-
ation Tigers of 'Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

The issue is not merely
whether a delegation from Del-
hi will participate in the Oslo

event but what an ian deci-
sion would in the contin-
uum of-#1€ Indian policy in the

’(1\/9'

emerging conflict
scenario.

The LTTE’s presence in Oslo
cuts both ways for the Sri Lank-
an Government. Though a sig-
nal that the Tigers are now
onboard the peace train, that
makes it tough for Colombo to
convince New Delhi to share a
table with the Tigers_ banned in
India since May 14, 1992. The
LTTE leader, V. Prabakaran, is
wanted by the Indian courts to
stand trial for the assassination
of the former Prime Minister,
Rajiv Gandhi, who was killed by
a suicide bomber on May 21,
1991.

At least 1,155 Indian soldiers
were killed in battles between
the Indian Peace Keeping
Forces and the LTTE between
1987 and 1990. One projected
scenario is that the countries
that banned the LTTE could “be
present at the conclave, but still
make a tough statement that
the Tigers will be under con-
stant scrutiny”.

However, “India’s case is

resolution

completely different”, a politi-
cal observer told The Hindu. “In
the case of the U.S. or UK, for-
get about any leader, they have
not lost even a single citizen to
the LTTE. But in India, a leader
of world stature was killed”.

If there is an Indian participa-
tion, “the LTTE will like it”, the
political. observer said. Any
form of participation will mean
“recognition” and “will be seen
as an indirect signal, if not, of a
lifting of the ban, at least the
meaninglessness of it”, he add-
ed. The LTTE factor, according
to political analysts, is one side
of the Indian dilemma. The Sri
Lankan Government has not
held back the endorsement it
has got from the U.S, the UK,
Australia and Japan.

“The high-powered nature
and the political profile of the
conference creates a dilemma
for India”, said Ketheswaran Lo-
ganathan of the Centre for Pol-
icy Analysis. “Some could argue
that it is always useful to have a
major power, which continues

e —_—
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to exert pressure on the LTTE,
and India could play that role”
by staying away.

However, given the sharply
polarised opinion in Sri Lanka
on the conflict, “there is grave
danger that such a position will
be utilised by those against the
peace, such as the hawkish har-
dliners and the peace-spoilers
in the south”, he said.

Emphasising that any deci-
sion by New Delhi will have a
bearing on the negotiation
process, D. Sithadthan, leader
of the People’s Liberation Orga-
nisation for Tamil Eelam
(PLOTE) said, “until the ethnic
conflict is settled, India will
have to give the primacy of im-
portance to the Tamil-Sinhala
issue in its bilateral decisions.”
As far as his party _ which is not
a part of the pro-LTTE political
alliance _ was concerned, “In-

, dia’s involvement is a must” in
the peace process. However,
“when and how.to enter it is en-
tirely left to India’s judgement”,
he said.
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- ~Colombo to seek Delhi’s
“participation in donors’ meet_

\q‘\\> By V.S. Sambandan

COLDMBO. NOV. 17. A senior Sri
Lankan Minister, Milinda Mora-
goda, and Oslo’s envoy to Col-
ombo, Jon Westborg, are to
make separate visits to India “to
urge” its participation in the in-
ternational donors’ conference,
scheduled to be held in Oslo on
November 25, media reports
said here today.

The Sunday Times reported
that Mr. Moragoda, would go to
India “early next week to drum
up support for the forum”. In-
dia’s “stoic silence” has led to a
flurry of media reports, each
projecting a different scenario.

While the Sunday Observer
said the Indian envoy in Oslo “is
expected” to “represent” the
country, the Sunday Leader, re-
ported that India “will come out
with a statement strongly sup-
portive of the Government’s
peace process”.

India’s present position is
that it is “unlikely” that a dele-
gation will be sent to the Oslo
conference. The Sri Lankan

Prime Minister, Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, is scheduled to dis-
cuss political issues with the
LTTE’s chief negotiator, Anton
S. Balasingham, who is also at-
tending the conference, along
the sidelines of the meeting.

Sri Lanka’s separatist ethnic
conflict has dominated bilateral
relations, but there are now
calls for re-defining the scope of
the ties.

Pointing out that “India has
reasons either to go or not to
go” to the Oslo conference,
Jayadeva Uyangoda, Head of
the Department of Political Sci-
ence, University of Colombo,
told The Hindu that “some peo-
ple in Sri Lanka may like to
overplay the India factpr”.

“India’s relations with Sri
Lanka should not be seen only
through the prism of the Sinha-
la-Tamil conflict,” Dr. Uyango-
da said, calling for a “diversified
engagement with the people of
Sri Lanka”.

Such a move “will unshackle
bilateral relations from the dec-
ades of mutual apprehensions.

It is time for the medla and the
intelligentsia to start redefining
Indo-Lanka relations in a pos-
sible post-conflict environ-
ment”, he said.

Since the withdrawal of the
Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) from Sri Lanka in 1989-
90, New Delhi has adopted a
hands-off position on the ethnic
conflict, which it has main-
tained during changing battle- .
field scenarios. 1

Just before the LTTE lost Jaff- |
na to the Government forces in |
December 1995 and during the |
late 1990s, there were demands \
from the Sri Lankan Tamil polit-
ical parties for an Indian inter- |
vention. i

Subsequently, after the fall of
the strategically important Ele-
phant Pass military base com-
plex and during the advances
towards Jaffna by the Tigers in
April-May 2000, calls for Indian
support came from the Sri
Lankan Government as well as
the Buddhist clergy, which had
opposed the 1980s Indian invol-
vement as an “intervention”.
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~India, U.S. concur
1.+ on Golomb

Qg‘

By Amit Baruah  \
\
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 25 India and the
United States expressed con-
curring views on the Sri Lankan
peace process at a “regional is-
sues dialogue’ between the vis-
iting U.S. Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia, Christina
Rocca, and the Joint Secretary
(U.S.), Jayant Prasad, today.

Sources said the U.S,, like In-
dia, had no immediate plans to
lift the ban on the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam and Wash-
ington was watching whether
the Tigers would match their
words with deeds.

The Indian side mentioned
that there were added compli-
cations for New Delhi on the is-
sue since the LTTE was behind
the killing of a former Prime
Minister and responsible for the
killing of Indian soldiers.

Ms. Rocca, who also called on
the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, had detailed
discussions with Mr. Prasad on
Bangladesh, Nepal, China and
the Middle East as well.

Significantly, India and the
U.S. have agreed to a separate
set of talks on East Asia, includ-
ing China, between the U.S. As-
sistant Secretary of State, James
Kelly, and the Joint Secretary
(East Asia), Nalin Surie, in
Washington.

Given the fact that the U.S.
had discussions about South

" peace process

Asia with China, the {?;logue
with India on East Asia \s being

seen as a major step in the shar-
ing of views. The detailed dis-
cussions today reflected a new
level of engagement between
Washington and New Delhi on
an entire range of issues.

It dealt with India-Bangla-
desh bilateral relations as well
the Maoist insurgency in Nepal.

India and the U.S. decided to
institute a dialogue on regional
affairs in view of their mutual
interest in stability in India’s ex-
tended neighbourhood, as also
in the wider Asia-Pacific region.

“A further opportunity to dis-
cuss Asian security will arise
when the U.S. Under Secretary
of State, Marc Grossman, visits
New Delhi next month for the
India-U.S. Foreign Office con-
sultations, for which he will be
hosted by the Foreign Secreta-
ry,” the sources maintained.

Indians sentenced
to death

DUBAI, SEPT. 25. Three Indians
have been sentenced to death
by a Dubai court for possessing
and dealing in drugs.

The three — Hamid Soofi
Mohiyuddin, 40, Sulaiman Rah-
man Ibrahim, 30, and Sebastian
Kurian, 33, who were nabbed in
a sting operation by the Dubai
police in May, were sentenced
yesterday, a newspaper report-
ed today. — PTI
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/ Norway envoy%nefs S|bal
%ﬂbn Colombo-LTTE talks,

By Arit Baruah (V\ Q

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 0. Norwegian facilitators will
work on an “‘agenda” with the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment and, the LTTE for the next round of
peace talks, in Thailand scheduled to commence
on Octoper 31. Eric Sotheim, Norway’s special
€nvoy for the peace process, who met with the
For"lgn Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, this morning,

74id he had briefed the Indian official about the
talks. “I conveyed all the details of what had hap-
pened (to Mr. Sibal),” Mr. Solheim said, adding
that he also met informally with the Congress
leader, Natwar Singh. When asked what had been
the Indian response to his briefing, Mr. Solheim
told this correspondent that New Delhi was “‘be-
hind and supportive” of the ongoing dialogue
between Colombo and the Tigers.

To a question on what would happen between
now and October 31, when the second round of
talks are expected to commence, the Norwegian
special envoy said the LTTE negotiator, Anton
Balasingham, would travel to the Vannni region
to brief the Tiger leader, Vellupillai Prabakaran,
about the talks. “Mr. Balasingham will brief Pra-
bakaran about what has transpired,” he said,
adding that “other” LTTE leaders would also
meet to discuss the details of what had happened
in Thailand.

In respops€ to another question, Mr. Solheim

said it was likely that he and the Norweglan Dep-

uty Foreign Minister, Vidar Helgessen, would |
travel to Vanni to meet Mr. Prabakaran before the |
next round of talks commenced. It is already |
known that Rauf Hakeem, leader of the Sri Lank-
an Muslim Congress, will travel along with a dele-
gation of Muslim leaders to hold discussions with |
the LTTE chief. J

When asked if progress in the peace talks could :
lead to an eventual face-to-face meeting between
Mr. Prabakaran and the Sri Lankan leaders,
Chandrika Kumaratunga and Ranil Wickremes- |
inghe, Mr. Solheim said he would not like to spec-
ulate on such a possibility. “The parties
concerned have not decided yet,” Mr. Solheim
stated.

Mr. Natwar Singh said Mr. Solheim had been
good enough to keep the Congress informed .
about the developments in the peace process.
While the Congress welcomed the peace process, .
Mr. Singh said the Government of India and the
Congress would continue to insist on the extradi- .
tion of Mr. Prabakaran to face trial in the Rajiv |
Gandhi assassination case.

According to Mr. Singh, his party was for the
peaceful solution of the Sri Lankan question, but
was against the creation of “Eelam”. The Con-
gress, he said, wanted a solution within the .
framework of the Sri Lankan Constitution, which !
safeguarded the rights of the Tamils.

TV HINDL
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~_. India backs Sri Lankan

"1 peace talks

ST
By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 20. The Foreign
Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, said to-
day that there could be “twa in-
terpretations” of the LTTE’s
“new” position on separatism
while denying reports that the
LTTE negotiator, Anton Bala-
singham, might make a “transit
halt” in India.

Offering India’s support to
the Norwegian-facilitated peace
talks between the Sri Lankan
Government and the Tigers in
Thailand, Mr. Sibal said one
could take the view that Mr. Ba-
lasingham had said nothing
“frightfully new”. On the other
hand, the LTTE negotiator’s po-
sition was important in the con-
text of the beginning of the
peace talks.

These remarks, which juxta-
posed autonomy against a sep-
arate state, Mr. Sibal said, were

i part of building up trust be-
i tween Colombo and the LTTE

and lead to clarity in terms of
the. “intentions” of the two
sides.

Stating that India had an
“abiding interest” in the recon-
struction and development of
Sri Lanka, Mr. Sibal remarked
that the idea of a donors’ con-
ference on the issue had come
up. He was not, however, sure
when and where such a meeting
would be held. He welcomed
the adoption of a “conciliatery
approach” at the Norwegian-fa-
cilitated peace talks between
the Sri Lankan Government and
the LTTE in Thailand.

This had resulted in agree-
ment to “to deal jointly” with
important issues, including in-
ternally displaced persons, hu-

manitarian and reconstruction
activities and de-mining.

“The Government of India
has in the past and continues to
support efforts to take the peace
process towards a settlement
that meets the just aspirations
of all elements of Sri Lankan so-
ciety within a sovereign, united
Sri Lanka,” he said at a press
conference,

‘No confidence in Musharraf’

Responding to questions, Mr.
Sibal said India did not have
any confidence in the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
and the fact that New Dethi had
been able to hold the first phase
of elections in Jammu and
Kashmir “reasonably success-
fully” did not mean that Islama-
bad’s pledge to end
cross-border terrorism had
been honoured.

In a sharp response, Mr. Sibal
told a reporter why he was as-
suming that India had any
“confidence” in Gen. Musharraf
earlier, In fact, since he had not
lived up his commitments on
the issue of terrorism to the in-
ternational community (inciud-
ing the United States), the
question was whether these
countries were losing confi-
dence in the Pakistani leader.

Gen. Musharraf had de-
scribed the elections in Kashmir
as a “sham” and had exhorted
the Kashmiris to stay away from
the polls. The issue between In-
dia and Pakistan was not a “de-
cline in infiltration” but an end
of terrorism, Mr. Sibal main-
tained. And, this meant the ex-
istence of terrorism training
camps, supply of arms and
dealing with the jehadi groups
in Pakistan.

Distancing himself from the
view that credible elections in
Kashmir would lead to the re-
sumption of dialogue between
India and Pakistan, Mr. Sibal
said India was ready for talks if
Islamabad met the condition of
ending cross-border terrorism.
Talks, he said, was not an idea
that the international commu-
nity was imposing on India.

Mr. Sibal said India was try-
ing to find a solution to the
problem internally and referred
to the success of the first phase
of the four-stage Kashmir elec-
tions.

The picture, he said, would
become clear after October 8.
Internally, the process should
be taken forward, he added.

Asked about the trilateral
meeting between the Foreign
Ministers of India, China and
Russia in New York, Mr. Sibal
said its significance lay in the
fact that it was held.

That such a meeting was not
taking place earlier could be
called a “little bit of an anoma-
ly”, but the reason was the lack
of confidence. There was a need
to attain a certain level of confi-
dence and that “level of confi-
dence was being reached”, he
claimed.

“What is wrong with India,
China and Russia talking to
each other”, he said, adding
that these days everyone was |
talking to everyone else.

After all, these countries were
major nations and each of them
had a high-level dialogue with
the other. And, in the context of
the issues before the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly, such discussions
were quite normal.
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\\‘Sn Lanka concerned
Lover nuclearlsatlon

\y Our Diplomatic
rrespondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 8. The Sri Lank-
an Foreign Minister, Tyronne
Fernando, said today that In-
dia’s relations with Pakistan

" were a bilateral matter for the
two countries, but said as a
small country of 20 million Sri
Lanka was very concerned at
the possession of nuclear weap-
ons by India and Pakistan.

Speaking at the Foreign Cor-
respondents Club, Mr. Fernan-
do, who called on the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, said the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister conceded to pressper-
sons that a fresh election in his
country would delay the peace
process.

He said the differences be-
tween the Sri Lankan President
and the Prime Minister had not
had any negative impact on the
peace process with the LTTE.
Mr. Fernando hoped that these
differences would not trigger a
fresh election in Sri Lanka.

Referring to the “turbulence”
in the relationship between the
President and the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. Fernando said Ranil
Wickremseinghe would meet
Chandrika Kumaratunga soon
to sort out the differences.

Mr. Fernando said it was Ms.
Kumaratunga who had brought
in the Norwegians into the ne-
gotiating process. Credit for the
peace process should be shared
by the President, the Prime
Minister and the LTTE leader,
Velupillai Prabakaran.

Stating that the law and order
in Sri Lanka had improved con-
siderably and there had been no
deaths in the last eight months,
Mr. Fernando said the Sri Lank-
an Army was still to pull back

%
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99 7

The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, with the
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister, Tyronne Fernando, in
New Delhi on Thursday. — Reuters

from some schools and tem-
ples.

The Foreign Minister main-
tained that his Government was
not looking too much at the
“motivations” of the LTTE —
saying that the Tigers had ex-
tended their hand and the
Wickremesnighe Government
had grabbed it. The peace proc-
ess, he said repeatedly, had to
be built brick by brick.

He stoutly denied that the
peace talks in Thailand had
been postponed; since the talks
had not been scheduled so far,
there was no question of their
being postponed.

Mr. Fernando made it clear
that the Norwegian Govemn-
ment would not be participa-
ting in the Thailand talks as and
then they are held. Talks will
only be between the Sri Lankan
Government and the Tigers.

e HINDU

Asked how scrupulously the
LTTE had been adhering to the
ceasefire, the Foreign Minister
stated that there had been a few
violations, but it was going well.
He described as a step forward
the recent meeting between the
LTTE ideologue, Anton Bala-
singham, and a Sri Lankan Min-
ister, Milinda Moragoda.

To a question of the impact of
the September 11 events on the
LTTE, Mr. Fernando said the at-
tacks on the U.S. had created a
situation where there was tre-
mendous international pres-
sure on all armed groups to
come for negotiations.

He said the American deci-
sion to proscribe the LTTE had
put pressure on the Tigers. All
this, he remarked, had put pres-
sure on the LTTE to come for
talks. “The main thing is to
move on from here.”
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/i?ro-LTTE slogans
" grow louder ©,

\statesmmmawssgm

CHENNAI July 21. — The second day of
the World Tamil Confederation conference
here saw a section of the audience raising
pro-LTTE slogans. The provocation seemed
to have come from Tamil Nationalist Move-
ment leader Mr Pazha Nedumaran.

He said: “I've been supporting the
LTTE for the past 20 years. There is no se-

crecy about that and I've made no bones-

about it. But that doesn’t mean that my job
is to only praise the LTTE. My main con-
cern is the welfare of the Tamils. And, this
conference wasn’t organised to speak
about the LTTE.” Soon after, several
members of the audience shouted: “Aa-
tharippom, aatharippom, puligalai aatharip-
pom (We'll support the Tigers)”.

Madras High Court had allowed the or-
ganisers to hold the conference on the con-
dition that no pro-LTTE speeches would
be made and literature distributed.

For most part of the day, however, the
references to the LTTE and its supremo,
Velupillai Pirabhakaran, were subtle. The
speakers, mostly Tamil pandits, were care-
ful enough not to mention the words LTTE
or Pirabhakaran, but they made apparent

neF STATESMAY

their admiration for the Tlgers and their
commander. Their comments drew loud
cheers from the audience.

A poet, Aruvumathi, known for his pro-
LTTE stand, hailed Pirabhakaran as Vel-
lum pillai (triumphant son) without men-
tioning his name.

The poems that were recited at the con-
ference had undercurrents of praise for Pi-
rabhakaran and the LTTE’s struggle for an
Eelam (homeland) in the north of Sri Lan-
ka. The poets and litterateurs were mindful
of Miss Jayalalitha’s tough-stand on pro-
LTTE outfits and the recent arrest of Mr
Vaiko under Pota.

They sought to beat the government

through clever use of the language, using
alliterations and rhetorics to praise the
armed struggle for Eelam.
Jaya slams Ramadoss: Miss Jayalalitha to-
day criticised PMK leader Dr S Ramadoss
for demanding division of Tamil Nadu to
create-a Vanniyar (most backward caste)-
dominated state in the north. “Dr Rama-
doss has revealed his true colours,” she
said in a statement.

But Dr Ramdoss tonight defended his
demand and said it would help allround

development of Tamil Nadu/’

A
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Vaiko, a consistent

N
\\\ y R. llangovan \XQ \

MALURAI, JULY 13. The Maruma-
larcyi Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagim (MDMK) leader, Vaiko,
ridiag a tiger has landed himself
in touble. Mr. Vaiko, a consis-
ten: supporter of the LITE,
made news only when he did
not efer to ‘Tamil Eelam’ or the
LTT:. The Lok Sabha MP from
Sivaasi never shied away from
progcting himself as a protec-
tor )f ‘Tamil Eelam’. He was a
vocid supporter of this cause,
whih he championed in his
pullic meetings whenever the
DMK was in power.

Arabble-rouser from the sta-
ble of the DMK, he shot into
limelight when he slipped into
Jafna to spend a month in the
juigles with the LTTE leader, V.
Pribakaran, in 1989. It created a
fuore and his ‘sly’ act disturbed
the DMK chief, M. Karunanidhi,
who reacted sharply saying that
he was “not aware of Gopalsa-
my’s trip.”’

Mr Vaiko took pride in call-
ing himself the “only Indian
politician” who fought for the
Tamil Eelam cause at interna-
tional fora. He submitted a se-
ries of complaints against the
Sri Lankan Government to the
Human Rights Commission in
Geneve. He toured many coun-
tries and addressed meetings
mainly to sensitise people
about the sufferings of the Sri
Lankan Tamils after the 1984
genocide in the island nation.

Mr. Vaiko has equated the

LTTE support )I

g‘

Tamil Eelam truggle with the :

Palestine movement. Making a
speech at a cadre’s wedding on
October 30, 2000 in Madurai, he
said he met the LTTE ideologue,
Anton Balasingam, who under-
went a surgery at a London hos-
pital. Calling it a “humanitarian
gesture”, he admitted that he
had held discussions with him
on certain issues.

He claimed that he found
nothing wrong in supporting
the Sri Lankan Tamils’ struggle.
“When a Palestine state could
be formed why not Tamil Ee-
lam?,” he asked. He called the
Sri Lankan Army in Jaffna an oc-
cupational force, which should
“either be defeated or evicted.”

Both the MDMK and Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK) have
strongly criticised the NDA
Government’s decision to seek
the extradition of Mr. Prabak-
aran in connection with the Ra-
jiv. Gandhi assassination. The
MDMK has called it an exercise
in futility. The two NDA part-
ners have also criticised the
move of the Multi Disciplinary
Monitoring Agency (MDMA),
which has called for the extradi-
tion of the LTTE leader.

Mr. Vaiko protested the de-
portation of Mr. Prabakaran’s
close friend, M.K. Eelavendan,
from Chennai to Colombo for
not possessing a valid visa.

A party worker here said that
even now Mr. Vaiko sported a
wristwatch presented to him by
an LTTE cadre during his stay
with Mr. Prabakaran.

SHE HINDD



“India firm on demand for extradition
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COLOMBO, JULY 12. There is “no
contradiction” in India’s de-
mand for extradition of the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) chief, V. Prabakaran,
and its support for the Sri Lank-
an peace process, the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
| ha, said here today.

Mr. Sinha, who had “reaf-
firmed India’s full support” to
the measures taken by Sri Lanka
“to take the peace process for-
ward” during his meetings with
Sri Lankan leaders, told journal-
ists this evening that New Del-
hi’s position on extradition had
been “clearly stated from time
to time and the Government of
Sri Lanka is aware of it.”

Asked whether these two po-
sitions were not contradictory,

~ the Minister said, “No. I don’t
seen any contradiction because
we have our laws to observe and
there is a peace process here.”

On June 3, 1995, India had
sought the extradition of Mr.
Prabakaran, Pottu Amman,
LTTE’s intelligence chief and
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rabakaran, says Si

The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, with the Sri
Lankan President, Chandrika Kumaratunga, in Colombo on

Friday. — Photo:

Akila, deputy chief of the LTTE’s
women’s intelligence wing, to
stand trial in the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case. The Sri
Lankan Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs forwarded the request to
the Defence Ministry, which
was sent to the Attorney Gener-
al of Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankan
position was that they could not

o
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Sriyantha Walpola

apprehend the rebel chief. Mr.
Sinha saw “no reason to be dis-
appointed” at the delays in the
peace talks and counselled “pa-
tience” to all the parties in-
volved in the
Norwegian-facilitated = peace
process. “Despite difficulties,
the agreement, by and large, is
operational,” he said.
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Asked about the “de-facto
control” over the north and east
and the reported “violation of
human rights” by the LTTE, he
said that was “a delicate issue.”
There were monitors headed by
a third party to observe the cea-
sefire and the issue of a ‘de-fac-
to Tamil Eelam’ was to be
looked in to by the two sides in-
volved in the conflict. “If we
have views, we will give it to
those who can implement it.”

Meets Chandrika

Earlier in the day, Mr. Sinha
met the Sri Lankan President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga, and
discussed “matters of bilateral
interest.”” According to the Pres-
idential Secretariat, Ms. Kuma-
ratunga “reiterated the need to
commence direct peace talks
with the LTTE at the earliest to
reach a lasting and durable ne-
gotiated political settlement”.
The Sri Lankan Foreign Affairs
Minister, Tyronne Fernando,
the President’s Foreign Affairs
Advisor, Lakshman Kadir
were present at the
meeting.
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7 Gopal Gandhi to be regl7aced as high commissioner

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, July 12: Allaying
fears in Sri Lanka in the wake of

for a separate Tamil Eelam, for
eign minister Yashwant Sinha
has assured Colombo that Delhi
continues to remain committed
to the “unity, sovereignty and
territorial integrity” of the is-
land nation.

supportive of the measures
taken by the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to find a permanent and
peaceful solution to the decade-
old ethnic strife in the country.

In a related development,
India has decided to replace
Gopal Gandhi, its high commis-
sioner in Sri Lanka, with Niru-
pam Sen, who is at present
India’s ambassador to Norway.
South Block is reportedly un-
happy with Gandhi’s style of
handling India’s relations with
Sri Lanka over the past few
years.

But South Block did not make
. its displeasure apparent. In-
stead, Gandhi and Sen will swap

MDMK leader Vaiko’s supiport:

Sinha, who reached Sri.
Lanka yesterday afternoon;, also
made it clear that India was fully’

laces, w1th the former now tak-
ing up his successor’s post as

envoy to Norway.
-~ The foreign minister’s deci-

~.gion-to visit Maldives and Sri
+Lanka on his first official tour
after assuming the new portfolio

in the Vajpayee government, is

1in itself a confidence-building

measure to impress on the two
neighbours the importance
Delhi attaches to bilateral rela-
tiofis with them.

= After finishing the first leg of

‘hi§ jout‘ney in Male, Sinha ar-

rived in Sri Lanka yesterday and
held wide-ranging discussions
with the government in Colom-
bo over the last two days.

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga, Prime Minister
Ranil Wickramasinghe and for-
eign minister Tyronne Fernan-
do were among the Sri Lankan
leaders with whom Sinha dis-
cussed important regional and
bilateral developments.

He also reiterated India’s de-
mand for extradition of Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam chief
V. Prabhakaran, according to
PTI reports. Maintaining that
there was no contradlctlua be-
tween backmg the peace pro:gss

Sinha salve on Lanka

G- ¥\

and persisting with its demand
for Prabhakaran’s extradition,
Sinha said: “There is no contra-
diction... our position has been
clearly stated from time to time.
We have our laws to observe and
there is a peace process here.”

India’s request for Prab-
hakaran’s extradition, pending
since 1995, to stand trial for the
assassination of Rajiv Gandhi in
1991, is seen as a latent factor
that will determine the course of
the peace initiative,

In a joint statement issued at
the end of his visit, Sinha under-
lined India’s commitment to
unity, sovereignty and territori-
al integrity of Sri Lanka and to
the “restoration of lasting peace
through a peaceful, negotiated
settlement that meets the just as-
pirations of all elements of Sri
Lankan society”. He also reaf-
firmed the country’s full support
to the measures taken by the Sri
Lankan government to take the
peace process forward.

The presence of pro-LTTE
entities — like the MDMK — in
the ruling National Democratic

Alliance in India has been a-

source of worry for the Sri
Lankan leadership.

Yashwant Sinha with
Chandrika Kumaratunga
on Friday. (Reuters)
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GIVEN THE TRAUMATIC experience this coun-
try has had with the LTTE, India would have to
adopt a proactive strategy of pressing Sri Lanka
to extradite the terrorist leader of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, Velupillai Prabakaran the
main accused in the assassination of Rajiv Gand-
hi. However, New Delhi is clearly hesitant to em-
phasise India’s own national interest in this
regard for the fear of losing the goodwill of a
neighbour like Sri Lanka. Regrettably, there is
nothing in the latest briefings by top Indian offi-
cials to indicate that the new External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, will forcefully de-
mand Mr. Prabakaran’s extradition at this point.
Mr. Sinha’s goodwill visit to Colombo, beginning
today, seems designed, instead, to sustain the
momentum that the bilateral exchanges gained
in recent months. The Indo-Sri Lankan interac-
tions remain on a positive trajectory but entirely
without any definitive political underpinning.
- The danger, therefore, is that New Delhi might
be unwittingly paving the way for good neigh-

bourliness at any cost as regards Sri Lanka. Un-

deniably important in this context is the political
and economic impetus that should be imparted
to India’s friendship with Sri Lanka. Yet, what
cannot simply be missed is the stark calculus of
the adversarial relationship which New Delhi
has drawn up for its dealings with Pakistan. Sig-
nificantly, this contrast is derived from New Del-
hi’s double standard as regards different aspects
of anti-India terrorism that have emanated, un-
related to one another, from the territories of two
proximate neighbours — Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Overall, New Delhi does seem oblivious to or
unconcerned about this harsh ground reality.
New Delhi’s persistent hesitancy over the Pra-
bakaran issue, whatever be the considerations,
will deeply undermine the credibility of India’s
diplomatic campaign that Pakistan should extra-
dite 20 identified terrorists and criminals.

It hardly requires to be underlined that Mr.
Prabakaran, a proclaimed offender in the case
relating to the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi,
cannot also be allowed to stay free from the long

Vs

arm of the law on any political account, however
weighty that might appear to be in misguided
calculations. It is a different matter, though, that
Colombo, which at long last seems able to track
the separatist LTTE leader, is eager to domes-
ticate him and draw him into a political settle-
ment under Norway’s auspices as an accredited
“facilitator” and a virtual mediator. On a separate
but related plane, Norway too is willing to confer
a certain degree of political legitimacy on Mr.
Prabakaran, although the diplomatic reasons
that guide Oslo in this connection have remained
far from fully explained. Given New Delhi’s pre-
sent attitude, it is Mr. Prabakaran who must be
laughing up his sleeve. Politically inexplicable is
the aberrant convergence of the LTTE-soft pol-
icies by Colombo as also Oslo and New Delhi at
present.

Mr. Sinha will be wasting a diplomatic oppor-
tunity in Colombo if he were to simply reassure
Sri Lanka about India’s current determination to
stay politically neutral in respect of the ongoing
“peace process” in the island-republic. It is mor-
ally reprehensible that New Delhi should un-
thinkingly endorse Colombo’s bid to strike a
peace deal with a proven terrorist leader. Al-
though Colombo has set its heart on a negotiat-
ing process (as distinct from a military solution)
to deal with the legitimate grievances of Sri Lank-
a’s minority population of Tamils, the process
itself does not provide for ways to bring the LTTE
leader to justice fot his heinous crimes inside Sri
Lanka and also in India. It is appalling in these
circumstances that an Indian politician, Vaiko,
should have sung the LTTE's praise. By adopting
an ambivalent stand on his infraction of India’s
new anti-terror law, New Delhi has only com-
pounded the contradictions in its Sri Lanka pol-
icy. Given the LTTE’s terrorist record in both
India and Sri Lanka, New Delhi should not only
review its political neutrality concerning Colom-
bo’s current “peace process” but also take a bold
stand, rooted in principles, on the moral and le-

gal implications of any support for the LTTE from
any quarter within India itself.
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“Vaiko dares\faya to,,
act against him “g« o

Times NEws NETW((R “
W

Cheynai: Tamil Nadu chief
minifter J. Jayalalithaa’s
threat, on Tuesday to arrest
MDMK chief Vaiko under
the Prevention of Terrorism
Act (Pota) for supporting the
LTTE gives a clear signal to
the LTTE, its supporters in
India and the Sri Lankan
government that she will not

Vaiko
allow militancy to continue.
In a letter to deputy prime

Jayalalithaa

minister LK. Advani, Ms
Jayalalithaa said: “We have
no option but to proceed
against the individual both
under Pota and the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967, and to arrest the indi-
vidual who has blatantly spo-
Ken in support of the terror-
ist outfit in total disregard
and defiance of the laws of
the land.”

Mr Vaiko, in a statement
faxed from Chicago on
Wednesday, challenged Ms
Jayalalithaa to take action
against him, saying that he

and his party would not be
cowed down by such threats.

“My party has never in-
dulged in violence. The state
government will never suc-
ceed in its efforts to threaten
the MDMK with Pota,” he
said in his statement in
Tamil, adding that he had
earlier been arrested under
far more draconian laws like
Misa and gone to jail at least
23 times. Threats under Pota

| would not break his party.

Quoting Mr Vaiko in a
speech he had delivered at a
public meeting in Thiruman-
galam near Madurai on June
29, Ms Jayalalithaa in her
Tuesday night letter to Mr
Advani pointed out that his
speech “undoubtedly attracts
the provisions of the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967 as also Pota”.

(The section of Mr Vaiko’s
speech she quoted: “Yester-
day I supported the LTTE.
Even today I am supporting
the LTTE. Even tomorrow I
will continue to support the
LTTE. T am not afraid of
Pota. I have faced even more
draconian laws than Pota.”)

Mr Vaiko said that he
would cut short his visit to
the US by two days and re-

turn on July 12. He left
for the US on June 30/Ms Jay-
alalithaa’s threat/came two
days later.

T™E TIMES OF INDta
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NEW LINKS BUT OLD. S
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THE STRATEGIC VALUE of a new economic bond
seems to have been recognised by India and Sri
Lanka as they try to push their relationship to a
qualitatively higher pitch at this sensitive moment
in bilateral interactions. While the initiative for
such a new strategic dividend has come from Sri
Lanka, India seems to have found it sensible to
reciprocate with enthusiasm. The latest visit to
India by the Sri Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, has helped generate ideas about
prospective economic linkages that might well re-
define the bilateral ambience for the future. How-
ever, the two neighbours will at present remain
lucked in a political equation that centres on Sri
Lanka’s quest for a final settlement of its internal
ethnic conflict that often bristles with the over-
tones of a civil war. Relevant to the current Sri
Lankan peace process, which is being “facilitated”
by Norway, is New Delhi’s willingness to encour-
age Colombo to negotiate with the separatist Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Now, even
as New Delhi and Colombo seek to reinvent their
economic relationship in this new context, the old
shadows will remain as long as the LTTE leader,
Velupillai Prabakaran, stays a fugitive from the
due process of law and justice concerning the as-
sassination of the former Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi. While there is no question that New Delhi
should not resile from its demand for the extradi-
tion of Prabakaran in this regard, the real test of
statesmanship is how well India and Sri Lanka can
resolve the issue in a manner that could improve
and not diminish their growing entente.

Of all the building blocks that India and Sri Lan-
ka seem to have mobilised for a new economic
relationship, the most striking one is the move to
expand the existing free trade agreement. At a dif-
ferent level, which requires sensitive bilateral
cooperation, lies Colombo’s decision to move for-
ward and let the Indian Oil Corporation distribute
petroleum products in Sri Lanka and operate the

N \/
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oil tank network at Trincomalee. The area itsglf lies
at the perimeter of the theatre of a prolonged con-
frontation between the LTTE and the Sri Lankan
military forces. Arguably, this aspect should not be
a major constraint at this time of moves by Col-
ombo and the LTTE to settle their many disputes.
India’s technical capabilities are also beyond the
pale of any doubts whatsoever. Yet, the real politi-
cal issue at stake as regards this project has much
to do with Sri Lanka’s natural inclination for a de-
gree of strategic autonomy on matters concerning
its mammoth neighbour. It is against this psycho-
logical backdrop that Mr. Wickremesinghe is now
eager to engage India in ways that could seem
extremely beneficial to the Sri Lankans them-
selves. Definable, too, in these terms is the latest
bilateral agreement to study the feasibility of the
Sri Lankan proposal for a bridge between the two
countries.

Mr. Wickremesinge's latest visit to India, the
second such diplomatic exercise in recent months,
has certainly given currency to a new idiom in the
bilateral sphere — economic integration. In a
sense, the idea of a mutually reinforcing economic
diplomacy from either side is not really new. It
dates back to the time when sub-regional econom-
ic linkages were first visualised within the larger
South Asian forum. For New Delhi, the success of
any such project involving Sri Lanka can serve as a
testament to India’s good neighbourliness in a vol-
atile region. Sri Lanka, on the other hand, seems to
have calculated that the beneficial effects of a new
economic linkage with India might enhance the
level of political confidence in each other over
time. However in the long run the political dura-
bility of the India-Sri Lanka entente will depend on
how issues such as Mr. Prabakaran’s terrorist cul-
pability are addressed by both sides. A complete
clarification of Norway’s willingness to promote
Colombo’s dialogue with a terrorist organisation
may also help.
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Delhi, Colombo to_firm yg

By C. Raja Mohan \1,“/7 )

NEW DELHI, JUNE 11. India today
extended strong support to the
unfolding peace process in Sri
Lanka and backed Colombo’s
new vision for an accelerated
economic integration between
the two nations.

The Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter, Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
talks with the Indian leaders
here over the last two days, in-
formed sources say, have
helped “deepen the levels of
mutual political confidence and
open up new vistas of economic
cooperation”.

Mr.  Wickremesinghe, who
headed home this evening via
Chennai, has left a positive im-
pression on his Indian hosts.
His regime, the Indian side be-
lieves, is imbued with a sense of
purpose and a determination to
move forward in a wide range of
areas. Besides boldly seeking an
end to the long and debilitating
civil war with the Tamil minor-
ity, he appears keen on deliver-
ing a peace dividend to his
nation at the earliest by en-
meshing its economy with that
of India.

The talks between Mr.Wick-
remesinghe and the Indian
leaders, according to sources,
“were relaxed and forward-
looking”. A joint statement is-
sued after the talks said
Mr.Wickremesinghe “apprised
the Indian leadership of the cur-

The Prime Minister of Sri Lahka, Ranil Wickremesinghe, with

. - v)v

the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, in New Delhi on
Tuesday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

rent status”’ of the peace proc-
ess and that New Delhi
“remains fully supportive”.

But analysts here say the
“moment of reckoning” for
New Delhi and Colombo on the
vexing issues surrounding the
extradition of Velupillai Prabak-
aran, leader of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, is “yet to
come”. For Colombo, a political

accommodation with Mr. Pra-
bakaran is the key to ending the
extended conflict with the Ta-
mil minority. {n India the LTTE
is a banned organisation and
Mr. Prabakaran is wanted in In-
dian courts in relation to the as-
sassination of the former Prime
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, in May
1991.

While New Dethi continues

e e
_economic ties

to hold on to the legal positions
on LTTE and Mr.Prabakaran, it
does not want to flaunt them
aggressively and obstruct the
incipient peace process be-
tween Colombo and the LTTE.

There is hope, however, that
with increasing levels of mutual
trust and confidence New Dethi
and Colombo will find a way to
manage the political challenges
in relation to the LTTE and its
supremo.

India has begun to demon-
strate a new flexibility on the
various proposals from Sri Lan-
ka to deepen bilateral economic
integration and widen the am-
bit of the free trade regime be-
tween the two nations. A
meeting between the officials of
the Commerce Ministries of the
two countries early next month
is expected to resolve most of
the outstanding procedural is-
sues on the trade front. India al-
so agreed to soften the terms of ;
the $100 million credit it had ex- |
tended to Sri Lanka some time |
ago. The two sides noted with |
satisfaction the recent agree- |
ments that allow the Indian Oil
Corporation to distribute petro-
leum products in Sri Lanka and
operate the oil tankages at the
Trincomalee port.

Of special interest is the
agreement to initiate a feasibil-
ity study on a proposed land-
bridge to connect southern Ta-
mil Nadu with northern Srj
Lanka.
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By Nirupama Subramanian

COLOMBO, JUNE 8. Ever since assuming
office last December, the Prime Minister
of Sri Lanka, Ranil Wickremesinghe,
has made it clear that India is vital to
his policies, both for the country’s ongo-
ing peace process and for the develop-
ment of its economy. On Sunday, Mr.
Wickremesinghe begins a three-day offi-
cial visit to India. Prior to his departure,
he spoke exclusively to The Hindu on a
range of issues. Following are excerpts
from the interview:

Nirupama Subramanian: Prime
Minister, you are going to India within
six months of your last visit. What

( takes you there at this point?
J
|

Ranil Wickremesinghe; 1 had told
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee
| that 1 would brief him again on the
} situation in Sri Lanka when we had fin-
ished implementing the ceasefire agree-
ment provisions after three months,
and before talks started. Since I planned
to visit Bangalore, this was a good op-
portunity to visit Delhi and meet him.
You are in the midst of a peace proc-
ess with the LTTE. How do you see
India’s views on the LTTE and the sta-
tus of it leader as a wanted man in
India impacting on your peace
process?

That has always been there. At the
same time, the Indian Government and
political parties have encouraged the
peace process in Sri Lanka. It is for us to
make headway first in Sri Lanka. India
has already given us its support.

But don’t you think the two are con-
tradictory: on the one hand, encourag-
ing your peace process with the LTTE,
on the other, not relenting on the
LTTE or Prabakaran?

If they encourage the peace process,
India is encouraging a process that in-
volves talking to the LTTE. But the real-
ity of Indian politics is that the LTTE
has been a subject of litigation in their
courts, and the question of extradition
of Prabakaran keeps coming up. In poli-
tics, there is always an element of
contradiction.

But all this is on the basis of the
present situation. Let us see what hap-
pens when we make progress. India has
not told us not to make progress, not
told us not to talk to the LTTE. And I
think, when we make progress, we will
find that India will not discourage us.

There is also the domestic political
scene, parties take up their positions for
domestic reasons.

Do you think India will be support-
ive of your proposal for an interim
administration in the north-east run
by the LTTE?

The idea of the interim administra-
tion has been around for a long time
and India has accepted the fact that
there has to be an interim adminis-
tration. The composition of the interim
administration is a matter for the Sri
Lankan Government to discuss with Sri
Lankan political parties and the LTTE.

INTERVIEW

In fact, the interim administration is
going to be one of the major items on
the agenda for talks with the LTTE.

The LTTE has expressed concern at
your statement in the Furopean Par-
liament that you want to link discus-
sions on the interimm administration
with core political issues.

1 don’t think I used the word “core
political issues”, but while the interim
administration will be the main item for
discussion on the agenda, other issues
will crop up during discussions.

It does seem as if the LTTE is drag-
ging its feet on talks by not giving you
firm dates yet. You were saying peace
talks at the end of June, first it was
supposed to be mid-May, now it may
not be before July...

1 don’t think we should pass judg-
ment on such issues. Let the Norwe-
gians come back to us.

They are hoping it will be in July, and
have asked us to keep ourselves avail-
able. We are ready to come in whenever
it begins.

How about the LTTE demand for

lifting the ban on it before the com-
mencement of talks?

Once the date for the talks is an-
nounced, we can lift the ban, may be 10
days before.

Your strategy seems to be to put
pressure on the LTTE to agree to a
date for talks by holding out the re-
ward of deproscription.

1 think for the first time, we have built
up a consensus in the country in favour
of deproscription. We have to build on
that. In any case, we have to fix dates
for the talks first, 1 think. That seems to
be the most sensible way to do it. As
someone said, I have to sell this to the
south.

The LTTE has said the peace process
is at an impasse because you have not
lifted the ban on it yet, and it has
complained about the non-implemen-
tation of certain provisions in the cea-
sefire agreement. Would you agree
with its assessment?

That view has not been conveyed to
me through the facilitators. If T keep
replying to what is there in the papers,
this process would have broken down
long ago.

The MoU (ceasefire agreement) has
been implemented to the D+90 level (90
days from the start of the truce). All the
issues raised by the LTTE are being
looked at by the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission.

For the first time, you have got a big
change in the life of the people not only
in the north and east, but in the south
as well. And the whole process is mov-
ing forward, it has pot got stuck
anywhere.

Coming back to India, one of your
Ministers said recently that your Gov-
ernment’s decision to lease the Trinco-
malee oail tanks to the Indian Qil
Corporation (fOC) would serve Sri
Lanka’s security interests. Is there a
security dimension to this decision?

There are two reasons: why we decid-
ed to give it to IOC. One, Sri Lanka is
removing the monopoly on oil distribu-
tion and since IOC was interested, it
was good to have a saurce of oil nearby.

F HINDV

_ < India has not stopped us from
“‘*Lw" ~ talking to the LTTE: Ranil «

Second, the rupee fluktuates under the
pressure of oil prices, so when we have
Indian Oil or one or two others here,
that burden will not be borne by the
Government.

But there is speculation that this has
been done to present LTTE with a fait
accompli on Trincomalee, to establish
the Government’s hold over
Trincomalee.

The lease to Indian Oil has to be
looked at in the context of the overall
Indo-Lanka relations. It is essential for
the development of Trincomalee as a
port, and under the Indo-Lanka agree-
ment, we had a commitment to develop
the oil tank farm jointly. This is meant
to develop Trincomalee as an economic
and a commercial base, not a military
base. And the LTTE wants it.

How do you see the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister, ]ayalahthaa s stand on
the LTTE and are you 'going to meet
her during this visit?

Her stand is not new. 1 would like to
meet her and brief her on what is hap-
pening on Sri Lanka. We are also going
to discuss with the Indian Government
the feasibility of the land bridge (be-
tween Thalaimannar and Rameswaram)
and that affects Tamil Nadu.

There are many issues to talk to her
about. I think I know her well enough to
exchange views on any matter frankly
and freely. 1 hope to meet her.

You are going to India again at a
time of great tension between India
and Pakistan. Do you see this affecting
your own country in any way?

My trip to Delhi, and President
Musharraf’s visit here (scheduled for
the end of July) were both fixed before
any of this took place. As far as we are
concerned, the reasons for the tensions
that exist now are bilateral. But we are
also mindful of the fact that the conse-
quence of the conflict will not be re-
stricted to the northern plains of the
subcontinent, that we will all be affect-
ed. We would like to see the tensions
reducing, but that has to be done by the
two countries, they are both very close
to us.
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. Indi Sri
Lanka today agreed to se up a
working group for incl ding
trade in services in the bil3teral
free trade agreement.

The issue was taken up at the
first Joint Ministerial Comnmit-
tee JMC) meeting under the In-
do-Sri Lanka Free Trade
Agreement (FTA). The Indian
delegation was led by the Com-
merce and Industry Minister,
Murasoli Maran, and the Sri
Lankan delegation by the Com-
merce and Consumer Affairs
Minister, Ravi Karunanayake.

According to an official re-
lease; both the Ministers agreed
that trade in services had be-
come ‘“‘very important” in the
present circumstances and
there was a need to utilise the
core competencies of both the
countries specially in areas of
trans-shipment, tourism and
professional services to mutual
advantage. Mr. Karunanayake
said the meeting assumed
much greater significance since
it had been organised on the eve
of the Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter’s visit to India. However, he
expressed concern over the
yawning trade deficit, which Sri
Lanka had with India and said
efforts should be made to
bridge this gap. He also said
that much needed to be done by
both sides to enhance bilateral
trade and investment flows.

From the Indian side, various
issues including allowing im-
port of all types of Indian tea for
home consumption in Sri Lanka
and deeper preferential mar-
gins for export of bulk cement

were raised. The Sri Lankan del- ;

egation raised issues regarding
opening up of more ports for
export of tea and garments un-
der the Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ),
deepening of concessions for
export of garments and relaxing
Rules of Origin criteria relating
to greater access to Indian mar-
kets. It was agreed that these is-
sues would be further examined
by both sides and finalised at
the official-level meeting next
month in Colombo.
v
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Surprise at Chandrika
‘statement’ on Kashmir

By Nirupama Subr

COLOMBO, MAY 16. Sri L
Foreign Ministry officials here
have expressed surprise at
reported remarks by the. Sri
Lankan President, Chandrika
Kumaratunga, calling for third-
party mediation in the India-
Pakistan dispute over Kashmir.

Ms. Kumaratunga has been
reported by The News of Pakis-
tan as having told journalists at
the United Nations—where she
was attending a special General
Assembly session on children—
that when the two sides to the
dispute had failed to resolve the
problem, it was time to cali in a
third party.

Officials here said that it was,

difficult to judge from the re-

ported version what the Presi-

dent had actually said and that
they were awaiting a transcript
of her conversation with jour-
nalists where she had made the
statement.

But if the remarks attributed
to her were correct, then this
would be the first time that Sri
Lanka had expressly called for
third-party involvement in the
dispute, the officials said.

The former Foreign Minister,

Lakshman Ka irgamar, who is
now her foreign policy adviser,
said he was trying to contact
Ms. Kumaratunga, now on a
private visit to the UK., for a
clarification on the remarks at-
tributed to her.

“I cannot vouch for the accu-
racy of the remarks because I
was not there. But if the remarks

have been made, then it is sur- -

prising because Sri Lanka has
never called for third-party
mediation in Kashmir. We have
always maintained that it is for
the two parties to resolve it be-
tween themselves,” Mr. Kadir-
gamar told The Hindu.

The fact that there was a
third-party facilitating the reso-

lution of the ethnic conflict in

Sri Lanka could not be a parallel
for Kashmir, he added.

Sri Lanka’s official line on
Kashmir has always been cau-
tiously neutral, backing neither
the Indian or Pakistani posi-
tions on the dispute.

Steering clear of stating expli-
citly that it was a bilateral dis-
pute, Sri Lankan
pronouncements on the issue
have called on both countries to
work towards a quick resolution
of the conflict in the interests of

peace and stablllty of the
region.

Within SAARC, Sri Lanka has
resisted Pakistan’s efforts to
bring the Kashmir dispute on
the agenda, but members
agreed at the 1997 Male summit
on the principle of informal dis-
cussions “‘among the countries
en political matters”.

Ms. Kumaratunga was quot-
ed as citing the example of Sri
Lanka, which had invited Nor-
way to facilitate talks between
the Government and the LTTE
to resolve the two decade-cld
ethnic conflicts in the island.

The newspaper reported that
Ms. Kumaratunga- declined to
be a mediator in the India-Pa-
kistan dispute over Kashmir,
and said that such a role should
be given to someone outside the
South Asian region.

Officials here said they were
not aware of any shift in the pol-
icy on Kashmir by the United
National Front Government,
with which the President is in a
tense co-habitation. ]

The Sri Lankan Foreign Min-
ister, Tyronne Fernando, is on
an official visit to the Maldives
and was not available for com-

ment. /



~Chandrika’s blueprint
to eliminate terrorism

\XQ ﬁ '»\ By Our Special Correspondenﬂ\a—\étw
NEW D! R 4

I, ARRIL 23. Herself a victim of an assassination attempt,
‘the visiting SN Lankan President, Chandrika Kumaratunga, today
unfolded before a rapt audience the blueprint for eliminating ter-
rorism by striking at its core socio-economic roots.

Delivering the first Madhavrao Scindia memorial lecture here,
Ms. Kurmaratunga made a simple but profound observation —
terrorism cannot be tackled without addressing its causes. “The
tactics of terror and murder cannot... and should certainly not be
tolerated by any state or government. The strictest action should
be taken efficiently and expeditiously, against all movements and
individuals participating in or condoning terrorism as a political
strategy. But the causes that have generated such movements must

be addressed.” \ad/

Ms. Kumratunga was speaking before a galaxy of political l€ad”
ers, scholars, bureaucrats, academics and socialites. The audience
included the Congress president, Sonia Gandhi, the Minister of
State for External Affairs, Omar Abdullah, and the late Madhavrao
Scindia’s sister and currently Minister of State for Small Scale In-
dustries in the Vajpayee Government, Vasundhara Raje. The for-
mer Prime Minister, 1.K. Gujral, presided over the function along
with Madhavrao’s widow, Madhavi Raje Scindia.

As Ms. Kumaratunga spoke, a collage of electronically-generated
images of Madhavrao Scindia in varying moods — which towered
the backdrop — appeared to acquire a life of its own.

The Sri Lankan President said the present thinking on terrorism

could be divided into two schools of thought. One places the ter-
rorist beyond the pale of civilised society and considers him anath-
ema to civilisation and stigmatises him as a plain murderer. “The
second school of thought encourages an in-depth study of, and a
systematic approach to understand and eradicate the reasons of
such upheavals. The rational political, social and economic aspira-
tions of peoples which, when frustrated continuously, give rise to
full blown terrorism of modern day must be sifted out of the proc-
ess of terrorist actions and looked at separately.”

The antidote to terrorism, according to Ms. Kumaratunga, lies in
“building pluralistic nations based on social and economic equal-
ity and power sharing”. Devolution of power, where power is
shared extensively between the Central Government and regional
authorities, without leading to dismemberment of the state, could
be a way out. Ms. Kumaratunga said cultural diversity was a source
of strength and need not exacerbate into conflict, /

CHFE HINPA



—India supports
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5> Lankan talks ]

NEW DELHI, April 24. — India today renewed its commitment to
Sti Lanka’s “territorial integrity” and “complete support” for the
peace process. It, however, maintained that it would not be directly
involved in the talks or mediate in any way.

The only official request India has received is a communication
from the LTTE, requesting treatment for their ailing spokesman,
Anton Balasingham, which the government would consider “sympa-
thetically,” Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee had said.

The Centre would also extend its ban on the LTTE, which comes up
for renewal on 13 May (the ban applied for a two-year tenure and ex-

piring on 12 May), afficials indicated. This is despite possible de-pro- -

scription of the LTTE by the Sri Lankan government, to aid their par-
 ticipation in peace talks (facilitated by Norwegian mediators) sched-
uled to be held in Thailand in June. It is unclear if the LTTE issue was
raised by either side when Sri Lankan President Mrs Chandrika Ku-
maratunga was hosted for lunch by the Prime Minister today.
Among those present at the “restricted” lunch and parleys were
home minister Mr LK Advani, foreign minister Mr Jaswant Singh,
commerce minister Mr Murasoli Maran, principal secretary to the
Prime Minister Mr Brajesh Mishra, foreign secretary Mrs Chokila
Iyer and High Commissioner in Colombo Mr Gopal Krishna Gan-
dhi, Other than senior officials of the Sri Lankan High Commission
here, Mrs Kumaratunga was accompanied by former foreign minis-
ter and now adviser, Mr Lakshman Kadirgamar.
Mrs Kumaratunga has urged caution in her government’s talks
with the LTTE. India has been in close contact with the Srj Lankan
leadership and has been kept informed of the progress of the peace

initiatives recently undertaken. — SNS .




&' RESPONDING TO THE LTTE

TIRRESPECTIVE OF WHAT shape they assume, it is
patently clear that the LTTE hopes to use the ne-
gotiations with the Sri Lankan Government as an
instrument to further its rehabilitation and parlay
Its legitimacy in the eyes of the international com-
munity in general and of India in particular. Not
“surprisingly, the LTTE chief, Velupillai Prabaka-
ran’s press conference was scattered with re-
marks which expressed his organisation’s desire
to constructively engage New Delhi and replete
with references to the shared cultural links be-

tween ‘his’ people and India, which he referred to’
as “our fatherland”. Such overtures may be in-

keeping with the LTTE’s manipulative gameplan,
but are worthy of nothing but contemptuous dis-
‘regard coming as they do from the head of an
organisation which assassinated a former Prime
Minister, which patronised Tamil extremist out-
fits in India and which encouraged a pernicious
sense of chauvinism and sub-nationalism in Ta-
mil Nadu. Against this background, New Delhi’s
reaction to Mr. Prabakaran’s press conference
has been weak and insubstantial.

+ In the circumstances, it is not enough to merely
reiterate that India will not get involved in the
proposed peace talks between Colombo and the
Tamil Tigers or simply to clarify, as the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, did recently, that
New Delhi has no intention of lifting the ban on

the LTTE. In the world of diplomacy and state-

craft, reactions are not judged merely by the for-
mal or substantive character but by the language
they are couched in. Specifically, it is surprising
that the cursory and disturbing manner in which
Mr. Prabakaran dismissed the Rajiv Gandhi assas-
sination — as a “tragic incident” which occurred
many years ago — evoked no response at all from
the Prime Minister. The LTTE leader did not even
attempt to deny his organisation’s role in the as-
sassination — an omission which could well be
regarded as a tacit admission of its complicity. If

Mr. Vajpayee's reaction that New Delki would
sympathetically consider the LTTE reduest to
have its ideologue, Anton Balasingham, medically
treated in India was prompted by humanitarian
considerations, the Prime Minister would do well
to keep the LTTE’s larger designs in mind. As the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, has
pointed out, a number of other countries have the
facilities to treat Mr. Balasingham’s ailment.
Moreover, many will be fully prepared to do so. In
these circumstances, to accede to the LTTE re-
quest would send out exactly the kind of signal
that the Tigers want — a gesture which they can
interpret (and then proclaim) as evidence of New
Delhi’s accommodating or mellowing attitude. It
was exactly this kind of calculation which, not so
long ago, prompted the LTTE to test the waters by
requesting that Tamil Nadu be used as a base for
the organisation to conduct negotiations with the
Sri Lankan Government.

A Government which is prepared to send its
troops to the frontlines over Pakistan’s reluctance
to hand over 20 terrorists to India cannot enjoy
any credibility if it is soft (or even ambivalent)
towards a terrorist organisation which is headed
by no less than the architect of the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination. New Delhi’s attitude to the LTTE
has implications for Tamil Nadu, where a section
of the polity, influenced by chauvinism and sub-
nationalism, entertains a misplaced sympathy for
the terrorist outfit. In contrast to Ms. Jayalalithaa’s
forthright stand, it is unfortunate that all that Pra-
bakaran’s press conference evoked from the
MDMK’s Vaiko was a call for lifting the ban on the
LTTE and a cryptic remark from the DMK's Karu-
nanidhi welcoming the LTTE’s acknowledgement
of India as its fatherland. Given the country’s past
experience and the LTTE’s track record, the only
kind of relationship that India can have with the
outfit is none at all. The Vajpayee Government
should make this crystal clear in its utterances,
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No role

BANGKOK\COLOMBO: ‘\/\Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee on
Thursday ruled out any Indian role in the
proposed peace talks between the Sri
Lankan government and the LTTE even
as Ranil Wickremesinghe, the Prime
Minister of the island nation, agreed with
the Tamil Tigers that New Detlhi should
play a significant role.

“We are not going to be a part of any
negotiations or interfere in any talks
between the Sri Lankan government and
the LTTE,” Mr Vajpayee said in his first
reaction to Tiger chief V. Prabhakaran’s
plea for an Indian role in the peace
process.

e also rejected Prabhakaran’s request
}eylift the ban on his organisa/t'pn

j(”ol; India in Lanka

imposed after the assassination of Rajiv
Gandhi. However, he said the govern-
ment could sympathetically consider the
request to extend medical assistance to
ailing LTTE spokesperson Anton
Balasingham in India.

But Mr Wickremesinghe said India did

“have a role to play. “How it will evolve I

cannot say. The Norwegians will continue
in their facilitation role,” he said.

On Wednesday, Prabhakaran, appear-
ing in public for the first time in 12 years,
had called for India’s “active sympathy
and support™ for the peace effort, saying

they had “suffered a lot because of con=-

tradictions” between India and the
group.
Welcoming Prabhakaran’s commit-

Q‘—-———_‘—-—-—

talks: PM

ment to Norwegian bid to end the
country’s protracted ethnic war, Mr
Wickremesinghe said, “Yesterday
(Wednesday) Prabhakaran said if there
was internal self-determination, that
could be accepted as an alternative to a
separate state.. It showed the LTTE is
willing to work within the territorial
integrity of Sri Lanka,”

However, Mr Wickremesinghe, who
carlier this year had hinted that the gov-
ermnment would de-proscribe the LTTE,
did not commit himself to the fresh LTTE
demand. Sources said Mr
Wickremesinghe was keen to ensure that
the LTTE remained outlawed in five
countries, including India and the US,
even if the local ban was revoked. (agnciss)

1 7 [m»

ot

m?

MHE TWES OF 12%



By Our Tamil Nadu Bureau

CHENNAI, APRIL 11. Reactions in Tamil
Nadu to vesterday’s press conference by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
chief, V. Prabakaran, were on expected
lines with the Chief Minister,
Jayalalithaa, seeking his extradition, the
DMK president, M. Karunanidhi,
welcoming the LTTE’s statement that
India was its fatherland, and the MDMK
general secretary suggesting that Sri
Lanka now lift the ban on the outfit.

The strongest reaction came from the
Chief Minister. Describing the LTTE as
“deadlier” than the terrorist outfits
operating against India from Pakistan,
she said if Sri Lanka was unable to
extradite Mr. Prabakaran, then it should
seek the intervention of the Indian
armed forces and bring him to India.

The Government of India, which
wanted Pakistan to extradite 20
terrorists, should not adopt a different a
yardstick to Prabakaran. She would write
to the Prime Minister, A. B. Vajpayee,
asking him to take steps to get the
Government of Sri Lanka to extradite
Prabakaran. India, she pointed out, had
an extradition treaty with Sri Lanka.

“It is outrageous that a leader of a

who has been declared a proclaimed
offender by an Indian special court,
should be able to walk freely in a friendly
country and be treated as a hero by the
media,” she told reporters at the
Secretariat here.

Referring to Mr. Prabakaran’s appeal
not to “dig up the past”, Ms. Jayalalithaa
wondered: “‘How can we not dig up the
past? He will have to pay for his crimes.”
None on Indian soil could forget the past
actions of the LTTE.

Asked whether the LTTE ideologue,
Anton Balasingham, should be allowed
medical treatment in India on
humanitarian grounds, she said there
were other places where he could obtain
it. The LTTE would not be allowed to set
foot in Tamil Nadu.

Mr Karunanidhi said it was impossible
not to heave a sigh of relief at the efforts
being taken by the democratic Sri Lankan
Government to achieve lasting peace.

Condemning the ‘casual manner’ in
which the LTTE leadership tried to brush
aside the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi,
the TNCC president, E. V. K. S.
Elangovan, wanted Mr. Prabakaran to

DU/REACTIONS TO PRESS MEET

n extradited: layg]@!

%rr ist organisation, who is regt’ogsi le  surrender t? India for the Hastardly
r the death of millions of people and

tha

crime”.

Mr. Elangovan said after several years
the LTTE chief had ‘surfaced’ to the full
glare of media publicity. The
Government of India must not hesitate
anymore, but impress on Sri Lanka and
if need be, other countries, the need for
bringing him to justice in India.

The MDMK general secretary, Vaiko,
described the media interaction as a
“very significant development*“and said
it was “‘very easy to criticise the LTTE
that they will not honour their words”.
But it should not be forgotten that the
historic agreements between Tamils and
Sinhalese reached in 1957 and 1965 were
unilateraily thrown into the dustbin by
the Sri Lankan Government. Also, the
LTTE offered ceasefire from a position of
strength. The ban on the LTTE in Sri
Lanka should be lifted to enable a
meaningful dialogue.

Mr. Vaiko, who condemned the
assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, said
individual events should not decide the
fate of the entire Tamil race.

India, a regional superpower, had a
“vital role to play” and it was “in our
geopolitical interest” to play such a role.

CHE HINDU
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INDIA AND THE LTTE

-

THE AUDACIOUS MOVE by the terrorist-leader of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), Velu-
pillai Prabakaran, to appear unhindered in the
public domain at Killinochchi in Sri Lanka today
has been made possible by a number of critical
factors. While the outward reality has much to do
with the new climate of a popular yearning for
co-existence within the Sri Lankan milieu, the
strange case of New Delhi’s uncritical and silent
view of the unfolding events in that country is
inexplicable and perplexing. Indeed, the Vajpayee
administration has much to answer for having
clearly forsaken its manifest duty, failing to seek
the extradition or deportation of Mr. Prabakaran
in these surreal yet novel circumstances. It hardly
requires to be underlined that the LTTE leader is a
proclaimed offender in the Rajiv Gandhi assassi-
nation case. New Delhi’s indefensible failure to
initiate any diplomatic action in regard to Mr. Pra-
bakaran in the present context is compounded by
some glaring inconsistencies in the Vajpayee ad-
ministration’s foreign policy towards India's close
neighbours. The total absence of any concern on
New Dethi’s part to secure Mr. Prabakaran'’s extra-
dition is only magnified by the insistent manner in
which official India demands that Pakistan extra-
dite or deport 20 terrorists and criminals who have
been identified in d publicised list that was hand-
ed over to Islamabad some time ago.

A sensitive attempt to discern and expose the
profound contradictions in New Delhi’s thinking
on these issues cannot be misconstrued as a care-
less exercise to devalue India’s genuine concerns
about cross-border terrorism that has emanated
from Pakistani territory over time. The emphatic
point really is that India’s cause cannot be served
well if the Vajpayee administration, for whatever
reason, tends to differentiate between the LTTE
leader, a known terrorist whose complicity in the
murder of one of India’s brightest leaders, Rajiv
Gandhi, has deeply hurt the Indian psyche, and
the suspects in the list of 20 — in particular, Ma-
sood Azhar who is accused of having mastermind-
ed the heinous terrorist crime against India’s

o v o
Parliament on gcember 13. New Delhi’s incom-

plete and partial response in addressing the seem-
ingly comparable cases of criminal accountability
raises a fundamental question whether the Vaj-
payee administration is pursuing a foreign policy
more self-serving than on behalf of the national
interest. Dissimilarities may certainly exist be-
tween India’s historical estrangement with Pakis-
tan, on one side, and New Delhi’s relatively less
troubled engagement with Colombo, on the other
hand. However, there is no valid reason why New
Delhi should take a soft line — either an unthink-
ing indifference or indeed an irresponsible lapse
— in regard to Mr. Prabakaran at this stage.

The inexplicable silence of the Congress Party
itself on Mr. Prabakaran’s current tactics does not
absolve the Government of India of its diplomatic
inaction insofar as his visibility is concerned. New
Delhi cannot explain away its ineptitude of this
magnitude on the ground of being openly helpful
to the Sri Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, as he seeks to engage the separatist
LTTE leader by every possible means including
that of allowing him to carve out a political space
for himself. In this situation, India has already
done well to appreciate Mr. Wickremesinghe’s vi-
sion of an immediate peace in Sri Lanka and of an
eventual political solution to the endemic ethnic
conflict there. This should not, however, prevent
India from seeking to bring Mr. Prabakaran to jus-
tice, whatever might be Colombo’s perception of
his relevance to the incipient Sri Lankan peace
process as a man at liberty. Norway's decision to
engage Mr. Prabakaran so as to “facilitate” or me-
diate a dialogue between his organisation and Col-
ombo, despite the present international revulsion
against the politics of terrorism, cannot alter the
abominable quality of the LTTE leader’s anti-India
actions. The recent effort by the LTTE to regain a
foothold in India through the ruse of seeking a
staging post for peace initiatives in Sri Lanka.
seems to have been rebuffed. There is no reason
whatsoever why India should now be more benign
towards the LTTE.
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NEW| DELHI, MARCH 11. The Sri
Lankan High Commissioner in
Indi§, Senake Bandaranayke,
today said that developing a
specific and focussed relation-
ship between the industrial
communities of the two coun-
tries was the need of the hour.

Addressing a buyer-seller
i meeting with a visiting Sri Lank-
i an delegation under the aegis of
i the CII, he said the concrete
! partnership between the two
"~ would be a part of the general
" expansion of the economic ac-

tivities in both the countries.

. However, the focus on the ac-
tual relationship should be
complementary rather than
competitive.

While underlining that the
small and medium enterprises
form the backbone of a coun-

4ry’s industrial infrastructure,
" he said the coming together of
- countries, however small,
' makes for economic synergies
and economic growth can be
. achieved only in terms of every-
" body’s interest.
Tracing the age-old historical
: relationship between India and
Sri Lanka, Prof. Bandaranayake
~said that both the countries
stand on the threshold of a
globalised world economy and
should take advantage of the
Free Trade Area Agreement that
exists between them for the ex-
pansion of their domestic mar-
"kets and extension of their
trade.

The Joint Secretary, Ministry
+ of Small Scale Industry, Shankar
- Aggarwal, said a network has to
be developed between India
and Sri Lanka to improve access
to technology and marketing of
: products in each other’s territo-
ries. .

The president, Sri Lankan
Chamber of Small Industry,
Aloy R. Jayawardene, said that
his Government has thrown
open the development and
management of the country’s
infrastructure activities to the
private sector by allowing them
to control 51 per cent of the eq-

uity and retaining the reV




Tanka PM warns
pro-LTTE minister

PK Balachandran
Colombo, March 7

SRI LANKAN Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe has
ticked off his Indian Tamil cabi-
net colleague, P Chandrasekha-
ran, for inviting the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
to stage a “Tamil Upsurge” rally
in the tea plantation areas of the
country, which is home to about
a million Tamils of Indian Ori-
gin (TIO).

Sources close to the Prime
Minister told Hindustan Times,
that Chandrasekharan was
warned that he would lose his
ministerial berth if he persisted
with the plan to hold the contro-
versial rally meant to highlight
demands which the majority
Sinhala community considers
separatist. .

The central highlands, where
the tea plantations are located,
are also bang in the middle of
Sinhala country.

Chandrasekharan, who is
Minister of Plantation Infra-
structure, had told the “Tamil
Upsurge” rally in Vavuniya on
March 1 that it should be held in
the central highlands because
the 1.5 m Indian origin Tamils of
Sri Lanka fully supported the
LTTE’s demand for seif-determi-
nation and a separate homeland
for the Sri Lankan Tamils. There
was also a suggestion that such a
rally should be held in the na-
tional capital, Colombo, where
too there is a sizeable Indian
Tamil population.

Prabhakaran asks Norway
to open road to Jaffna

The Tamil Tiger supremo
Velupillai Prabhakaran has “in-
sisted” that Norway get the Sri
Lankan Government to lift its
military blockade at Eluthumad-
duval in Thenmarachchi so that

&)
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RANIL WICREMESINGHE

the A9 highway between rebel -
held Kilinochchi and govern-
ment held -Jaffna is opened, re-
ports reaching here say.

The demand was made on
Wednesday when Prabhakaran
met Maj.Gen. Trond Furuhovde,
the visiting Norwegian head of
the Scandinavian mission estab-
lished to monitor the Memoran-
dum of Understanding between
the Sri Lankan Government and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE).The meeting took
place at a LTTE hideout in
Kilinochchi.

The LTTE’s chief negotiator
Anton Balasingham had stated
earlier that the rebel group
would open the A9 beyond
Kilinochchi only if the Govern-
ment opened the road to Jaffna
from Eluthumadduval, but the
government had been reluctant:
to open the floodgates to Jaffna.
However, informed sources told
Hindustan Times today that giv-
en the current mood to give in
to the LTTE, the barriers at
Eluthmadduval might well be
lifted.
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'LTTE prepares to
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By Nirupama Subramanian

KOKADDICHOLAI (BATTICALOA),
MARCH 5. In this village deep in-
side the LTTE-controlled terri-
tory, a group of people waited at
the main LTTE office to see the
area leader, Sivagnyanam Kari-
kalan. Inside, Mr. Karikalan,
dressed in a grey shirt and trou-
sers, was in a lunch meeting
with a team from the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) to dis-
cuss development projects for
the area. Ever since the cease-
fire, the 51-year-old political
wing leader of the LTTE for Bat-
ticaloa and Ampara has been
entertaining an  unending
stream of high-profile visitors,
from the leader of the Indian
plantation Tamils from central
Sri Lanka and Cabinet Minister,
Arumugam Thondaman, to for-
eign delegations. ‘“The ADB offi-
cial told me he had believed the
LTTE to be a terrorist organisa-
tion, but that he had changed
his mind about that after com-
ing here,” Mr. Karikalan told
The Hindu later, clearly revel-
ling in the respectability.

In the specially-constructed
waiting area of the office, a dis-
traught mother pleaded with a
minor LTTE functionary to be
allowed to see her 17-year-old
son at least once. Her three oth-
er children were also LTTE
cadres, and were killed in battle.
“He is my only remaining
child,” she murmured in ap-
peal, as the functionary moved
away. She reasoned later that
the LTTE could not have taken
him away forcibly. “They know
we are a heroes’ family. My son
must have gone by himself. I

glimpse of him, but they say
they have sent him to a camp,”
she said.

Those who have refused to
part with their children or mon-
ey have been punished. People
who fled the LTTE-controlled
areas have been asked not to re-
turn, and their homes and pad-
dy fields, if they had any, taken
over. But Mr. Karikalan denied
that there was forcible recruit-
ment of children, or that the
LTTE was extorting money.
“The fear is being created artifi-
cially by those who are against
the peace process,” he told The
Hindu, accusing Tamil militant
groups who have been sidelined

AFTER THE TRUCE
ACCORD—III

in the latest peace process of at-
tempting to tarnish the LTTE's
image by committing atrocities
against the people in its name.
He claimed that the LTTE
recruited only “volunteers”,
and said it collected money
from only those who were af-
fluent enough to give, in order
to maintain the strength of the
organisation. “It is only because
of the LTTE’s strength and the
realisation that we cannot be
militarily defeated, that the Sin-
hala government has decided to
talk peace with us now,” he
said. Mr. Karikalan said the
LTTE leader, Velupillai Prab-
hakaran, wanted to give the
Wickremesinghe Government a
chance to prove its sincerity.
“But we have been cheated be-
fore, and we have to be pre-
pared for any eventuality,” he
said.

mov

organisation, Mr.
scribed the ceasefire agreement
as “sacred” to all the LTTE
cadres, because it had been
signed by the leader himself.
Under the agreement, after
90 days, the LTTE cadres will be
allowed into the government-
controlled areas of northeast Sri
Lanka for “political work”. Mr.
Karikalan said the LTTE would
set up an office in Batticaloa
town for this purpose. He said
the activities would include col-
lecting funds for the organisa-
tion and recruitment of
volunteers. “Once we open our
office in the town, people will
get to know us better, and they
will realise that we are not re-
sponsible for any of the activ-
ities that we are being blamed
for now,” he said. But there are
concerns that once the LTTE
becomes a legitimate force, it
will begin a rapid takeover of
the administration and civil af-
fairs of the entire district.
There are signs of it already.
Among those waiting to see Mr.
Karikalan at his office was a
teacher, who had been trans-
ferred to a school in an area not
to his liking. “We have come to
appeal against the transfer and
to ask for a better posting,” said
the teacher’s wife, who had
come with him. Asked how the
LTTE could help when it was
the Government that had or-
dered the transfer, the wife re-
plied: “We first appealed to the
department. But they told us it

is all in the hands of the Tigers,
so we came here.” /er




