ank to
TiMES NEWS NETWORK :}&,

Chennai: Back in India on

Christmas day the belea-

guered chairman and CEO of
Polaris Software Lab TLtd.
Arun Jain, said the company
meeting
next

board would be
shortlv to chart its
course of ac-
tion following
the firm’s dis-

pute with
Bank Artha
Graha, The

row had led to
Mr Jain’s ar-
rest in Jakar-

olaris may;
rag Jakarta

'
1y

ourt

\ ubbing his 11-day incar-
ceration an “Indonesian sa-
ari”, Mr Jain recollected the
stile situation in the hoard
rooin of Bank Artha (Graha. It
was sa frightening, he noted,
that he had to call his largest
ciient. CitiBank. in London to
seek security for himself and
az= Mr Malhotira,
. CitiBank.
through s
Hong Kong of-
fice, then
arranged pri-
vale security
for them in
Jakarta.

ta. \ “For a mo-

Polaris f . ment, I
Software Lab :ﬂlm _.Jagl,fct:halrmin'gf thought that
Ltd is among hig irr'“s[d gnﬁ:sriétu(:'n ?;Oup the detention
the top five IT centre  was

companies in
India. The compary operates
in the banking, financial
services and insurance sog-
ment and employvs about
4,000 employecs. [1s revennes
are estimated at Rs 600 ¢rore.

Mr Jain and his colleague
Rajiv Malhotra were arrested
in the Indonesian capital on
December 15 while on a visit
to that country 1o settle a mat-
ter regarding an alloged com-
mercial breach of contract.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence here at about midnight
onl December 23, Mr Jain said
the board was also likely to
discuss filing defamation
proceeedings against the In-
donesian bank besides initi-
ating arbityation procecd-
ings in Singapore.

Chennai on Tuesday night.

safer than the
board room of Bank Artha
Graha.” Mr Jain said,;({f/
addced that the case was “seH]
on' and thar he would visit
Jakarta as and when re-
gquired for its completion.
The bank had served a no-
tice of termination on Polaris
on November 27, 2002, Polaris
responded on December 3.
srating that the grounds for
termination were incorrect
and offered to resolve the is-
sue fthrough discussion. Mr
Jain said that he had offered
to pay the hank $6.62.000 -
which Polaris had received so
far— but the idea was shot
down. “They asked us to pay
$10 million, which we ro-
fused, and therefore we were
arrested,” Mr . Jain added.
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__ Polaris chief
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)1\(] By Our Staff Reporter

CHENNAY, DEC. 24. Arun Jain, Chairman and Ma-
naging Director and CEO, Polaris Software, and
the senior vice-president, Rajiv Mathotra, retumn-
ed to India after 12 davs of harrowing experience
in Jakarta.

The Indanesian authoriries released Mr. Jain
and Mr. Malhoira on Friday morning but police
withheld their passports. Their passports were re-
turned on Tuesday morning and they landed
here later in the night.

The officials of Polaris Software said the com-
mercial dispute with Indonesia’'s Artha Graha
Bank would be settled through praoper arbitration
and legal proceedings.

On arrival, Mr, Jain addressed mediapersons
and thanked rhe Government of ndia for its dip-
lomatic efforts (o secure their release.

Diplomatic tussle

P. 8. Suryanarayana reported from Singapore:

The ardeal of the two top execurives came to
an end earlier in the day as the Indonesian potice
returned their impounded passports. Soon atter
receiving the passpurts, the two left Jakarta for
home after enduring a drama thar transtormed
their commercial dispute with the Artha Graha
Bank into a tense personal ordeal and a viriual
diplomatic tussle of necves between New Dethi
and Jakarta. In the end. even as the Indonesian
authurities released the passports unconditional-
ly, the real game plan ot police and the complai-
nants in jakarta remained far from clear.

Throughout the crisis, which involved the

returns o

e

HOME AT LAST: Polaris executive, Arun Jain,
coming out of the Chennai airport on Tuesday
night. — Photo:5.R. Raghunathan

prestige of India’s software industry and also Ja-
kurta's credentials for upholding the rules of in-
ternational  commercial  transactions,  the
indonesian authorities revealed little about their
compulsions ar calculations.

Amar Sinha, [ndia’s Charge d'Affaires in jakar-
ta, said the undersianding behind today's posi-
tive deveiopment was that the Indian firm would
remain ready to cooperate with the mdonesian
authorities as regards any further investigations
by them.

CHE HINDU
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~Polaris executives released

i By P.S. Suryanarayana ‘J/ 9 \
AN\ X

SINGAPQRE, DEC. 20. Responding to intense diplo-
matic pressure from India, the Indonesian police
today freed the two detained executives of the
Chennai-based Polaris Software Labs on the un-
derstanding that they would fully cooperate with

" the security officials and others in Jakarta as re-
- gards the "investigations” of the complaints that

led to the arrests about a week ago.

Arun Jain and Rajiv Malhotra, corporate exec-
utives of India's prestigious software industry,
were set at liberty at 9.30 a.m. Jakarta time, and
they were not asked to sign any binding document
in exchange for freedom.

The apparent basis of the release itself was the

“assurance” that the Indonesian officials had re-
ceived from the Indian Embassy in Jakarta that the
Poiaris executives wauld be cooperative in respect
of any investigations that the local authorities
might wish to conduct. This message was cate-
gorically conveyed by India’s Charge d’Affaires,
Amar Sinha, and the point made was that there
was, therefore, no need to keep the executives in
detention.

When contacted shortly after the two were freed,
Mr. Sinha said they were in good spirits. Top In-
donesian officials were not imimediately available
for comment, but they appreciated the distinction
which India repeatedly drew between a commer-
cial dispute that could be resolved through nege-
tiations or arbitration and criminal offences.

9 1 DEC 202
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“It'stechnical, ays
- Kuala Lum “En»‘f"”

\ 465

E IVEN India’s rathek poor recond of securing exradi-
( tion of fugitives, if takes little to blarrie the CBI for.

its failure to bring Bofors accused Quattrocehi tojus- !

)

i tice, But a closer scrutiny suggests that the CB is justified in
! corplaining that it did not get a fair hiearing in Malaysaa

l and that Quartrocchi was let off on a sheer technicality. -

An extradition proceeding involves disparate legal sys- ‘

) tems of two different countries trying to make sense of each- ’

| other. But the extent to which the country harbouring the
i fugitive accommodates the request of the country seeiﬂng . I

| tradition depends more on politics than on law.

" IfMalaysia had the political will to hand over Quattmcdu
1o India, it could have long deported him merely-on the ba-
sis of an executive decision. India had to take recoursé to |
| the cumbersome legal process of extradition baszca]ly be
cause Malaysia was unwilling to oblige it: *

. This unwillingness is evident even in the manner in 1

| whlch the Malaysian judiciary handled the CBI's e:m*adi-

! tion plea. Take, for instance, the Malaysian high court’s re- '

' i fusal to let a Malaysian lawyer engaged by the CBI, Cyrus. ’
Das argue the case. This'despite an express provision it the

; Malaysizn extradition law that the country seeking extra- ‘
dition is entitled to be represented by a lawyer in the court.

? Having denied the CBI a proper opportunity to explain ’
 the nature of the proceedings pending against Quatrocchi in |

" India, the Malaysian high court came up with an absurd |

 procedural ground for rejecting the plea. In ttter disregard of 1
- the CrPC followed in India, the Malaysian court held that the |

J Quattroechi could not be extradited since Indian coutts
i have framed no charges against him. This flies in the face of |

| the fact that the stage of framing charges would have come 1

| only after Quattrocchi was extradited to India and produced i
! in the court. Only last month, the trialjudge in Delhi, Prem

| Kumar, framed charges against other accused in the Bofors |

l case, the Hinduja brothers, because they had appeared in the

i court and, as per bail conditions, couldundergo trial.

i The only way Kumar could have framed charges against

} Quattrocchi in his abserice was if the CBI had exercised the

| option of proceeding with the tiial by getting him declared as -

la proclaimed offender. And if the framing of charges by the:
| court was really a prééonditon for exttadition, the
Malaysmn Attorney General could well have pomted out |
t:hat shortcoming right at the beginning. - s
The extradition procsedings were launched meialyon the

t basis of the chargesheet the CBI filed in the Dethi court in

J 1999, Kuala Lumpur accepted that the Delhi court would:
 frame charges only after Quattrocchi was produced before it. '
| If the Malaysian high court now holds that Quattrocchi can-

, not be extradited because the Dethi court has not franted

| any charges against him, it. smacks of a lamie excuse given to

| cover up the lack of political will in Malaysia. Thankfilly,
! not all extradition cases are influenced by pofitics, The Eng-

| tish judiciary, for instance,. réfused to'extradite Bc_:llywood :

\ music director Nadeen not for any extrancous réasors but

[ on substantive grounds of evidence. If onlyﬂleMaIays;an }u .

, diciary had been as faxthfxﬁ to therule of law. : i

i

o
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~ Malaysia
vetoes bid
for Ottavio

14 k‘ﬂ/
MR B REAL
ANDAGENCIES

Dec. 13: The Bofors case bled
from another hir in quick succes-
sion with a Malaysian high court
rejecting Tadia’s request 1o ex-
tradite lalian businessman Ot-
tavio Quattroce i

The refusal to hand aver
KRualtroechl marks a2 humiliat-
ing delear lor the Unien govern-
iment, which hes failed 10 send
anyane to jail in the scandal that
has dogged the political land-
seape forwell over adecade,

“The offences alloged are
open 10 doubt.” the Malavsian
court said. setting Quattrorchi
free arier dealing the biggest
Llow vet 1o Lwo vears ol extradi-
Lion proceedings.

The CBI said i1 was “distress-
ed” by ihe high court verdicl and
hail asked Malayzion proscouto-
re. who were arcuing New [Jelh-
T's case. to appeal against the ru-
ling in Malavsin's highest court.

Quativoscnl Iriend of assas-
sinatedd foimmer Indian Prime Mi-
nister Rajiv Gandhi and resident
in Malavsia sinee the early 1090s,
had heen aeeused of receiving
37 million in illegal pavrents as
a middie-man in rhe purchase of
artillers rom Swecdish arms
maker Bofors AL in 1986.

“I've never done anything
wrang. Now, of course [ feel
more e Quattrocehi told
reforters Quattrocchi. o4, said
he would be visiting an ailing
brother-in-faw in China and his
chifdren in liaiv before retarn-
ing to Malavsia. “That is the
plan, " he said. 1 love this alace.”

CBI director PO Sharma
said e Malayvsian coarts had
not 2iver: iiicdia @ eomplete hear-
g and New Delhi would seek
to stop Quatirceel from being
allovved (e feave Malavsiauntil a
higher court heard the appesl.
MW feel thic ic same Kind of a
v Lawen., The
full facts have nar been gone

VA ST IR TR I

|

into.. a complere hearing was .

fu 2iven T Sharma satd
116 Holors iriai in the Sapr-

eme Court has also been stalled
last weelk as an appesl regarding
charges against the Hinduja
brothers, another group of ac-
cused, is pending before g hench.

The latest blow i¢ the CBI ea-
e on an appeal it had filed agai-
nst a Kuala lumpur sessions
court order dismissing charges
against Quattrocchi last week.

Judge Augustine Pauj of the
Kuala Lumpur High Court said
the charges against Quattrocchi
should have been laid before the
sessions court when it was hear-
ing the extradition petition.

The lower court had thrown
out the case on the ground that
the descriptions of the offences
in the requisition papers were
“insufficient, vague and amb-
igunous™. Upholding the lower
court ruling, Paul said: “it is my

view that the failure to supply

the {sessians) court and the re-

spondent with the charges is |

[atal, Therefore, [ uphold the ses-
sions court verdict and dis-
charge this application.”™

“The offences alleged are
open to doubt,” added the judge.
“It wiil not serve its purpose if a
party is ieft guessing... from

pages and pages of documents !

that have been supplied.”
Malaysian deputy public
prosecutor Kamarul Hisham Ka-

maruddin, who argued India's

case, said there was no restraint
on Guatirecchi. “He's a free
man,” he zaid. “We have no court
order to say he should be held.”

YME TELEGRAPKL
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Y By Amit Baruah
iy ! i
NEW DELHI, AUG. 7. A deepening of the dia-
logue between India and the Association of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) will
have a “positive impact” on the environ-
ment for political and economic coopera-
tion in the Asia-Pacific region.
Stressing this point in the Fourteenth In-

RN

" dia-ASEAN Eminent Persans Lecture, the

former Indonesian Fareign Minister, Al
Alatas, said here today that all nations in
the Asia-Pacific would benefit from such an
eventuality. “That will be good for India
and the ASEAN, for the region and for a
world caught up in rapid and fundamental
change.”

The Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission, K.C. Pant, presided over the
lecture. The former’ Prime Minister, LK,
Gujral, was also preseni.

India, Dr. Alatas said, had an important
role in the political, economic and social
development of the ASEAN. “There are, of
course, reciprocal benefits if India plays

: that role to the full extent, not the least of
i which are the profits of trade and returns
" on investments”,

Dr. Alatas, who was Indonesia’s Foreign
Minister from 1988 to 1999, sdid there were
several opportunities and entry points for
conperation between India and the ASEAN

: pn countering terrorism.

Stating that the ASEAN had begun to

1
7

maove on jthe issue of terrorism after the
Septembér 11 attacks on the 1j.5., Dr. Alatas
said that its earlier move had been slow and
tentative even with regard to the issue of
piracy in the Malacca Straits,

Referring to the anti-terrorist declaration
issued in 2001 and a subsequent work plan
issued by the ASEAN, he said there were a
number of activities that India could take
up with the ASEAN. The most obvious was
exchange of information that may help
each side in its own efforts to combat ter-
rorism and other forms of transnational
crime, “"We must not forget, however, that
terrorism cannot be overcome in the long
term if its root causes are not effectively
addressed. And there is no doubt and no
denying that abject poverty and glaring in-
equality have a great deal to do with the
sense of injustce and alienation, the anger
and the irratignal hatred that leads to acts
of terrorism,” he said.

In recent years, he said, the most severe
blow to the security and political stability of
South-East Asia was neither a war nor a
terrorist attack but a financial and econom-
ic debacle.

‘And this brings me to the main point of
my discussion: in a world that is globalised
and muliipolar, where a welter of non-gov-
ernmental actors are active, where persisi-
ent socio-political issues must always be
taken into consideratjion, whege notions of
security are cnnstag&‘ly evolving, and inter-

—

cHE HINDUY

ia-ASEAN dialogue beneficial’

national terrorism threatens every nation's
security — there is much that India and the
ASEAN can do together and for each other,”
he said.

In the economic field, he said, India
could be connected with the ASEAN Free
Trade Area (AFTA) through trade facilita-
tion arrangements, “Trade between India
and the ASEAN has plenty of room for ex-
pansion... indeed, the ASEAN countries can
serve as forward posts for India’s trade and
investment initiatives towards North-East
Asia and the South-West Pacitic...”

Dr. Alatas also drew attention to the gen -
uine concern of deveioping countries at the
implications of “humanitarian interven-
tion" practised by some in the developed
world.

He said there could be no denying the
fact that if humanitarian intervention or
protection was (o be accepred as a new
norm in international relations it should al-
ways be based on the principles of universal
applicability or non-discrimination. "It
must be jusdy and consistently applied, ir-
respective of which country or group of
countries would be affected.”

He said these issues needed a thorough
debate in the 1IN, General Assembly and
the Security Council to “arrive at a global
consensus on the criteria and principles,
the mandates and guidelines as well as the
specific conditions under which such hu-
manitarian intervention could take place™.
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No progress in pact with Malaysia

.

Aloke Tikku in Mew Delhi q‘C\-U'
I

Dec. 50— The exeroise to sign an
extradition treaty with Malaysia (s
nowhere close (o uan cnd, with New
Delhi as well as Kuala Lumpur
adamant over their stand on the date
from which the treaty would come inlo
cifect.

New  Delhl owants to seal tic
extrudition trealy if it has the proviso
that it would be etfective from
retrospective effect. a demand that the
Malaysian governnient is unwilling to
concede. Malaysig wants the treaty o
come Into cffect on the date the two
countrics put their signdtures, an
official said.

Malaysia has all along looked at the
Indian interest in sigming the treaty

/%Wh suspicion. convineed as it was that

wow [elhi's enthusiasm to sign the

treaty had more to do with 1ts %hurt-
term interest of sccuring the cxtra-
dition of the Italian businessman. Mr
Ottavie Quattroechi, than long-term
cooperation in dealing with criminals
who cross borders,

Officials said they could hardly
blame Kuala Lumpur for thinking the
waty they do — getting Mr Quattrocchi
1o stand trial in the Bofors case did
inspirc them  to  initiate  the
negotiations — but asseried that the
treaty had taken too long to be
finalised to be of any use to lawyers
pushing Mr Quaitrocchi’s extradition
in Malaysian courts.

“I really do not know why India is
insisting on the retrospective clause.
Or for that matter the Malaysian
government, but it appears that both
of them are taking the stand to send
the message to their people that they
arc not hending backwards.” a law

THE STATESHAb

enforcement offfeer said.

“Quattrocchi’s extradition case has
reached a stuge where it reaily does
not matter,” he said. It is being
pointed out that ¢ven when the
sessions court in Malaysia rejected the
Indian request, it was not because of a
fault with the Malavsian home
mintster accepling New  Delhi's
request two vears ago but the Sections
under which his extradition  wis
sought.

The extradition treaty is only un
cnahling provision, he said, adding
that had the treaty beer in place
before India sought Mr Quattrocehis
extradition, it would have been
obligatory  for Kuala Lumpur to
accede to the request. Now that the
case is before the High Court there, it
does not makce a difference o
the treaty is with retrospective effect
or not™.

¢ DEC 1M



-
’ »1

N
79 A
VER THE last 50 years In-
dia’s foreign policy with the
ASFAN region has gone
through  three  distinct
phases — the first was the pre-Inde-
pendence period when the two re-
gions were linked together through
the de-colonisation process unique
to the region. Two events are consid-
ered a watershed in this period — the
Asian Relations Conference of March
1947 and the 1955 Bandung Confer-
ence of Afro-Asian Nations, both of
which addressed the significance of
the newly emerging countries in the
third world within the wider canvas of
international relations and the roles

that they could play.

The secand phase encompasses a
period from the early 19605 tll about
the early 1990s. The inlernational
scenario was dominated by the Cold
War and it is within this background
that the ASEAN was formed in 1967,
Several factors can be arttributed la
the distance between [ndia and
ASEAN during these years. First, the
ASEAN was seen as an extension of
the Seutheast Asig Treaty Organisa-
tion (SEATO). The fact that the
ASEAN had emerged as an anti-com-
munist growrng ar the height of the
Vietnam war had given this impres-
sion. As the conflict moved to Cam-
bodia, the ASEAN rallied its position
in support of the view that Thailand
had emerged as a frontline state after
the Vietnamese intervention in Cam-
bodia. While the ASEAN rthrew its
weight behind the Coalition Govern-
ment of Democratic Kampuchea
(CGIK), [ndia's backing and recogni-
tion to the Heng Samrin Government
did not help bridge the growing gap
berween the two sides. For the ASEAN
itself, this was a crucial period where
issues of internal and external con-
cern brought its member-states to-
gether — considerations of security at
the national and regional levels were
critical concerns. As aresult the states
sought to retain continuiry and legiti-
macy of the political leadership,
which thereby ensured domestic sta-
hility and economic develepment.
Despite the fact that the proposed ob-
jective of forming this grouping was
economic and cultural, there is no

India and ASEAN
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By Shankari Sundararaman

doubt the ASEAN from its inception
had a framework for political and se-
curity issues that could address re-
gional conflicts in Southeast Asia.

In the early 1990s, a policy shift oc-
curred int India with regard 1o its rela-
tions with the ASEAN region that is
marked by two significant events -
first, the end of the Cold war and the
resolution of the Cambodian conflict,
Second, India’s own foreign policy

through the (ASEAN plus threg), its
decision to invest in the (ASEAN plus
one) initiative reflects the growing
importance of India in the region —
both in terms of its economic inter-
ests as well as the fact that it would be
a significant plaver with regard to the
regional  security  considerarions.
Many analysts feel India should have
been a part of the (ASEAN plus three)
initiative which perhaps could have

The ASFEAN looks at India’s security needs more
as a factor emanating from the compulsions of the
geopolitical position that India holds, rather
than being a derivative of any hegemonic
designs on India’s part.

shift was evident when it announced
its ‘Look East Policy’ in 1991. There
have becn certain key achievemenis
with the policy, critical to any assess-
ment of ties between India and the
ASEAN. First, India has moved from
being a Sectoral Dialogue partner in
1992 1o becoming a Full Dialogue
partner of the ASEAN in 1995, Sec-
ond, within the framewnrk of the two
processes, the Council for Security
Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific
(CSCAP) and the ASEAN Regional Fo-
rum (ARF), both steered by the
ASFAN members, India’s position
has allowed it to have a key role in the
multilateral processes on security
that are critical to the Asia-Pacific re-
gion and has consequently cnsured
that its security considerations are
recognised by these multilateral
groupings.

Third, the most recent agreement
te host annual India-ASEAN summirts
is a very significant step as it leads to
the institutionalisarion of the (ASEAN
plus one) as a formal structure of the
ASEAN's anncal processes. Past as-
sessments of the ASEAN reflect the
fact that the process of institutional-
isation is a significant step in the de-
velopment of its ties with its summit
partners. Moreover, al a time when
the ASEAN is secking to enhance its
linkages with the key players in East
Asia, viz China, Japan and South Ko-
rea which are linked to the ASEAN
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been strucrured into an (ASEAN plus
four) process. However, when one
considers the initial agenda of the
[ASEAN plus threc), it would be vital
to remember that the structure had
emerged after the 1997 financial crisis
and was primarily meant to address
issues of macroeconomic risk man-
agement. Moreover, it also addressed
issues with regard to social and cul-
tural aspects which emerged from the
constant refrain between the West
and the East Asian stales over the de-
hate relating to hurnan rights and the
Asian way.

Fourrh, as tar as the economic ties
between the two are coacerned there
has been significant progress. The lat-
est initiative by India {o propose an
india-ASFAN Free Trade Area within
the next decade is a concrete step to-
wards furthering the economic ties./
However, certain issues need to be
addressed. One of the most crucial
steps would be to equalise the tariff
rates between India and the ASEAN.
Anacher #mportant factor is that India
has offered o lower irs tariff consid-
erations for the newer members of
the ASEAN. India’s offer of a $10-mil-
lion assistance to Cambodia and Laos
will be seen as a promising step.
There is an overwhelming need to in-
tegrate the four new members of the
ASEAN — Vigtnam, Myanmar, Laogs
and Cambodia — on a par with the
original six member-nations and
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these steps will contribute towards
that goal. India’s efforts and cooper-
ation 15 also being sought by the
ASEAN on the entry of Laos, Camhbo-
dia and Vietnam into the WTO.

Fifth, while trade will be a signif-
icant aspect and India will find irself
heing driven into broader economic
ties within the framework of the WTO
and the gtobal economic trends, se-
curity aspects and the significance of
the halance of power will continue to
dominate the region. The recent
summit has highlighted the need fora
combined effort 10 address the issue
of terrorism and the ASEAN has sug-
gested finding a framework for this
within the ART. Another significant
aspect is that with the latest confes-
sions from North Korea on its clan-
destine nuclear weapons
programme, the security scenario
within East Asia is likely to be of prime
consideration. The perceptions of the
ASEAN states vis-a-vis China will be
balanced by the ASEAN ‘looking west’
towards India as a significant player
in muaintaining regional balance.
While China has greater economic in-
tegration with the region, there siill
remains apprehension over the stra-
tegic role it will play in the future. One
ciear exampte of this is the recent
agreement on the Spratiey Islang is-
sue where Beijing has said any settle-
ment should be without prejudice o
its interests. Therefore, it will be crit-
ical for India to look at how China
evolves within the ASEAN psyche. In
the past, the capabilities of India’s
blue water navy and the Indian nucle-
ar 1ests had created some apprehen-
sions. But India’s willingness to
accede to the Treaty of Amity and
Coaperation in Southeast Asia and its
endorsement of the Southeast Asia
Nuclear Weapons Free  Zone
(SFANWF?Z), has gone a long way in
assuring the region of India’s intent.
The ASEAN looks at India’s security
needs more as a factor emanating
from the compulsions of the geopol-
itical position that India holds, rather
than being a derivative of any hege-
monic designs on India’s part.

{The writer is Research Officer, In
stitute for Defence Studies and Anal;
ses, New Delhi)



" PM’s tour boosts
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~ Indo-Asean ties .,

could be made,” Mr Atal Behari Vaj

yee |

Statesman News Setvice

NEW DELHI, Nov. 8. — The Prime
Minister returned to the capital after a five-
day tour of Cambodia, Laos and Thailand,
after attending the first ever India-Asean

said, shortly after a successful meeting with
the Thai Prime Minister, Mr Thaksin
Shinawatra.

Asked how long would it take to set up |
the FTA, Mr Vajpayee, assisted by the

external affairs minister, Mr Yashwant

(Association of South East
Asian Nations) summit.

The summit provided an
impetus to the rapidly deve-
loping ties between India and
the half-a-billion people-
strong Asean bloc, and is, in a
sense, a culmination of the
government’s ‘look  east’
policy.

Joint action to boost each -

others’ economies and joint
gfforts to root out terrorist
threats from the region
marked the cornerstones of
the summit.

Additionally, in a major

W Joint action between
“India and Asean bioc 10

boost eachothers’ econo-.
- mies afid Toot out tefror-

-ism from the region -
‘@ India and Thailand
agree’ to create Tvery
soon” a Free Trade Arey
-anid talks wére on to link
_the two countries by road
M A trilateral - Joint
working «Group: involving

Indig; - - Thailand " and.

Sinha, said: “Very soon. We |

are advancing well in the joint

studies on the FTA.” [
Describing Thailand as an

“important  trading and |
investment partner,” the ’
Prime Minjster said

discussions were in progress
under the Mekong-Ganga |
initiative to connect India
with Thailand by a road link
passing through Myanmar.

“A trilateral Joint working
Group involving the three
countries would meet this
month end to take up the road
project and experts will meet

move towards boosting
bilateral economic coopera-
tion with individual Asean
countries, India and Thailand agreed to
create “verv soon” a Free Trade Area
{FTA) and decided to establish within two
vears a road link between the two countries
through Myanmar, a recent entrant to
Asean.

“We have agreed that the Indo-Thai Joint

Workipg Group would meet in Delhi on 13
M November to identify sectors of

tooperation for the FTA so that a beginning

{HE STATESMAL

- Myanmar ‘to mect at the
‘endof thismonth

soon,” the Prime Minister

* said, adding the road link is
27 expected to become a reality
within two years.

He called his tour to Cambodia and Laos
“politically important and personally
rewarding”, and said the first-ever India-
Asean Summit in Phnom Penh marked a
“watershed in our efforts at closer

integration with our eastern neighbour- -

hood.”

Another report on [y}vﬂ
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VIENTIANE (LAQS), NOV. 7. Con-
cerned over the growing threats
posed by international terror-
ism, India and laos Lloday
agreed (o cooperate “closely” in
the fight against the menace,
stressing that all countries in
the United Nations must imple-
ment the obligations of its reso-
lution passed after the terrorist
attack on the United States last
year.

“Both sides agreed that there
can be no justification for ter-
rorism on any ground — politi-
cal, ideological, religious or any
other,” a joint statement issued
after the wide-ranging talks be-
tween the visiting Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
his Laotian counterpart,
Bounnhang Vorachit, this after-
noor,

Mr. Vajpayee, who aryived
here on Wednesday on a two-
day visit to Laos, a member of
the 10-nation Assoctation of
South East Asian Nations,
joined Mr. Vorachit in con-
demning “all forms of sponsor-
ship and support +  to
international terrorism, includ-
ing the recent terrorist attack in
Bali, Indonesia, and in Mos-
cow.”

Briefing reports here on Mr.

Vajpayee's talks with the lLao-
tian President, Khamtay Si-
phandone, Mr. Vorachit and
other leaders, the Secretary in
the External Affairs Ministry,
R.M. Abhvankar, said India had
agreed to provide training to the
Laotian Air Force pilots and also
cooperate in other defence ar-
eas. Laos has a tleet of Russian-
made combat aircraft like
MiG-21 planes and India was in
a posiiion lo provide technical
assistance, officials said.

in a meve to promote Indian
textiles and paintings in gar-

h A_3urprisé70r S“i-rﬁa

“India, Laos to cooperate
‘in fight against terrorism

ment-exporting Laos, Mr. Vaj-
payee inaugurated the first such
exhibition of Bihar's Madhuha-
ni paintings here, ahead of the
setting up of an India-spon-
sored museum of traditional
textiles from six South East
Asian countries in Cambodia,

Organised by the Indian
Council of Cultural Relations
(ICCR), the exhibition has
paintings created by anony-
mous men and women from
Mithila in Bihar where they
have practiced the an for hun-
dreds of years.

VIENTIANE {LAOS), NOV. 7. [t was a surprise birthday bash for the
External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, at a banquet hosted in
honour of the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, here last night,
with a hig cake being cut amid wishes of a “happy birthday™.
Apparenily. Mr. Sinha had not expected such a celebration at

the banquet hosted by the Laotian Premier, Bounnhang Vorachir. -

The Laotian Deputy Premier, Somsavat Lengsavad, organised the
birthday celebration when he learnt that Mr. Sinha had turned 65.
Mr. Sinha oftered the first piece of the cake he cur to Mr. Vajpayee.
The two-hour-long banquet continued with Mr. Sinha joining
the traditional dance by a Laotian women’s troupe. The occasion
was a departure from the formal banquets with no speeches. Mr.
Lengsavad, known to be a good singer, sang a Laotian song.
The menu too had an Indian touch with tandoori prawns and
mutton curry forming part of the spread. — PTI
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The External Affairs Mihister,
Yashwant Sinha, whio is adcom-

panying the Prime Minister,
said though Madhubani paint-
ings were done in paper in their
original fornw. artists had used
walls and floors in their mud
houses in villages as their can-

vas. These paintings represent- |

ed the joy of living, images of
divine power and fertility and a
portraval of modes to counter

the evil as per the Madhubani i

traditions. .
Mr. Vajpayee visited the
Buddhist temple of Sisakit

where more than 450 large and
over 10,000 small Buddha statu-
es belonging to the 5th and 6th

centuries have heen preserved. i

He alsu laidd a wreath at the .

Manument of Unknown
diers., The ICCR chief, Surya-
kanti Tripathi, who is here, said
the Museum
Asian Textiles, which would be
established in Angkor Vat city of
Seam Reap in Cambodia, would
be part of the efforts to promote
the Ganga-Mekong coopera-
tion.

Mr. Vajpayee will be flying to
Bangkok romorrow for a brief
working lunch with his Thai
counterpart, Thaksin Shinawa-
tra, — PTI

Sol- -
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/ 475%" A TRADE PACT WITH ASEAN 0 0

THE P{RIME MINISTER, Atal Behari Vajpayee's
offer of a free trade pact between India and the
ten-member Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) at the Phnom Penh ASEAN-
India summit marks the beginning of a new
approach in the country’s economic relations
with the rest of the world. If ASEAN does reci-
procate positively, it will still be some vears
before the idea bears fruit. Yet it is a milestone
since this is the first free trade pact India is
exploring outside South Asia. Geography and
the drift in the South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation have until now made india
less than enthusiastic about regional group-
ings. But a failure to join a regional grouping
outside South Asia would have placed Indian
exporters in an increasingly disadvantageous
position. The danger is real as more and more
regional groups get formed every year and as
new bilateral free trade pacts are finalised ev-
ery month. It is clear that regionalism is now as
strong a force as multilateralism. A trade pact
with ASEAN is the best beginning since India
has traditionally enjoyed many economic links
with the region even if they have not grown to
vield large volumes.

The economic fortunes of ASEAN which
took a beating during the economic crisis of
1997-98 have begun to look up, even if the
region is yet to recoup the dynamism of the
1980s and early 1990s. It is therefore no longer
short of suitors. China has actively sought and
obtained ASEAN’s agreement on a free trade
area. A framework trade agreement drawn up
in Phnom Penh clears the way for a market of
1.7 billion. Not to be outmanoceuvred by Chi-
nta, Japan (which has made major investments
in ASEAN) too has agreed to work towards a
free trade pact with ASEAN, though this will
come about much later than the ASEAN-China
trade pact. India then is third in the line of
ASEAN's suitors. It is, however, also in
ASEAN's interests to seek closer relations to
the west with India as a counterweight to Chi-
na, since unease about the growing economic
clout of the neighbour to the north is strong in
the ASEAN nations. But the volume of China’s
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trade with ASEAN is more than four timek the
size of India-ASEAN trade. Besides, therg are

also major differences in the tariff rates be-
tween India and the major ASEAN economies.
Since India’s customs duties are on the average
at least twice and in many cases thrice as high
as in ASEAN, it will be necessary to first estab-
lish a rough equalisation of tariffs beforc a free
trade pact can even appear on the horizon, The
export sectars of the major ASEAN economies
(Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and even Tn-
donesia) are a couple of notches above that of
india, so any free trade pact has to be drawn up
carefully so that in the search for integration
the domestic producers do not end up as los-
ers. India has also tried to sweeten its offer by
promising tariff concessions to the weaker
members of ASEAN — Cambodia, Laos. Myan-
mar and Vietnam.

India’s new enthusiasm to forge a frec trade
pact with ASEAN stands in stark contrast with
its attitude towards SAARC and even towards
bilateral relations with its neighbours in South
Asia. That a free trade area in South Asia re-
mains a non-starter is not entirely the fault of
Pakistan; India too has been lukewarm about
making the larger concessions that will be nec-
essary to make a South Asian grouping a real-
ity. The free trade agreement with Sri Lanka
has been held hostage by regional producers of
textiles and agricultural commodities. Similar
interests have slowed the freeing of trade rela-
tions with Bangladesh. There have been other
regional initiatives in the Asian region which
have not yet sprouted branches. BIMSTEC, the
grouping of countries around the Bay of Ben-
gal, and the much larger Indian Ocean Rim
Initiative both offer India an opportunity to de-
velop closer economic links in the regions. But
both regional associations have suffered for a
want of interest from most of its members, As
[ndia pursues the idea of a free trade zone with
ASEAN it may help if it simultaneously ener-
gises the other regional initiatives so that the
Indfan economy develops a multi-layered set
of networks in the larger Asian and Indian
Ocean region,
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India’s security concerns

be raised in the ARF

s

|

will
Ie

Vientiane (Laos): Apart from pursuing
free trade arca agreement with south-ea
Asian nations, India will now also increa:
ingly utilise the Asean Regional Foru
(ART) to effectively project its politico-
strategic views and interests in the entire
Asia-Pacific region.

It was in 1996 that India joined the ARFE,
which was established as a regional gecu-
rity dialogue platform around Asean in
the post-Cold War world. However, thanks
to its preoceupations with the internation-
al repercussions ol the 1998 Pokhran-II nu-
clear tests and the 1999 Kargil conflicr,
among other issues, New Delhi has not
been ahle to participate effectivelv in this
important forum.

“We, unfortunately, have ighored Asean
and its strategic and economic potential in
the past. China has stolen a march aver us.
Now, we are trying to address this imbal-
ance. In addition to ceonomic linkages,
Asean and India share a common interest
in peace and security in our extended
neighbourhond,” said a senior Indian offi-
cial accompanying Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpavee during his ongoing five-
day visit to Cambodia, Laos and Thailand.

With increasing engagement, India

By Rajat Pandit
Times NEws NETWORK

hopes the Asean nations will gain an even
P g
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better understanding of Indian security
concerns and the increasing threat nf ter

rarism, which poses a danger to many of

the countries in the region. “The impor
tance of Asean for us cannot be averstated.
It's a mutually-reinforcing, growing rela
tionship,” said an official. Another arca in
which India is {aking a lot of interest now
is the “Initiatives for Asean integration™ to
help the four new Asean members - Cam-
bodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam
which are less developed than the other
metmbers. Towards this end, Vajpayee in
his meetings with Cambodian PM Hun Sen
and Laontian PM Bounnyang Vorachith on
Wednesday extended 810 million credit
lines to the two countries on “very soft
terms’ in what was called “significant ges-
tures ta deepen economic linkages™.

Besides a trade agreement with Cambo-
dia, the present Asean chairman, India
agreed to take on the $3 million restoration
work on the Tam Prohm temple complex.
“The Archaectogical Survey of India has
already completed a survey of the complex
on what needs to be done,” said R M Ab-
hyankar, secretary in the minisiry of ex-
ternal affairs. Over the last several vears,
the ASI has carvied out an extensive
restoration and prescrvation project, fund
ed to the tune of $4 million by India, on the
world-famous Angkor Wat temple co
plex.
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<~ $10m credit line for
V" Cambodia, Laos "¢+

VIENTIANE (LAOS), NOV. 6. [n a clear commitment to
help lesser-developed ASEAN countries, India to-
day announced a $10 million Line of Credit each
for Cambodia and Laos on exceptionally prefer-
ential terms and signed a host of other agree-
ments (o bhoost trade and defence cooperation
with the two South-East Asian countries.

The accords on the Lines of Credit were signed
after the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
held wide-ranging talks with his Cambodian and
Laotian counterparts, Hun Sen and Bounnhang
Vorachit, in Phnom Penb and Vientiane during
the course of a day-long hectic schedule in the
two countries, “Both the credit lines are on ex-
ceptionally preferential terms with low interest.
These have been done keeping in view Tndia's
commitment to help both Cambodia and lLaos to
boost their economies,” the Secretary in the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry, R.M. Abhyankar, told
presspersons. :

Mr. Vajpayee reached here this afternoon on a
two-day visit from Phnom Penh after attending a
meeting of the first India-ASEAN Summit in the
Cambodian capital. This is the first visit by an
Indian Prime Minister to Laos in aver 45 vears.

- Jawahartal Nebru had visited the South-Eust

country in 1954,

Besides the credit lines, the repavment of
which is spread over 25 years with a grace period
of five years, agreements were signed with Cam-
bodia in Phnom Penh for enhancing trade, carry-
ing out restoration of the 1,000-year-old Ta
Prohm temple in the world-famous Angkor Vat
complex and extending cooperation in technical
education. Mr, Abhvankar said the loans would

help hoosW]ems in the two coun-

tries to bring them on a par economically with
other members of 10-member ASEAN, which has |
declared its intention of working towards estab-
lishing a free wrade area with India.

Four agreemenis were also signed between In-
dia and Laos. The countries would cooperate in
combating trafficking of drugs and psychotropic
substances, have cooperation in the defence sec-
tor and waive visas for those holding diplomatic
and official passports. On the defence front, India
kept its commitment by handing over parachutes
and agreed to supply computers and broaden the
personnel training arrangement. A consignment
of jeeps and trucks for the Laotian armed forces,
which would be manufactured by the Tata group,
would be delivered soon. The agreements on the
credit lines take care of the requirements spec-
ified under the WTO.

According to the accord on the Ta Prohm tem-
ple, situated in the Cambodian city of Seam Reap,
India would provide Rs. 25 crores to restore the
11th century temple, which was initially dedicat- *
ed to Lord Brahma and is now a Buddhist place ot
worship. The “difficult” restoration work would
take about a decade and be carried out by the
Archaeological Survey of India. India had suc-
cessfully restored the Angkor Vat temple after un-
dertaking a similar exercise in 1987. !

During the talks with the Laotian Premier, Mr.
Vajpayee agreed to extend cooperation in setting-
up a speciality hospital and in upgrading facilities
at the Vientiane airport.

Mr. Abhyankar said Mr. Vajpayee's apprecia-
tion nf Laos’ cash gift of $50,000 during last year's
earthquake in Gujarat struck a "receptive chord”
during talks with his counierpart here. — PTI
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Phnom Penh/Vientiane, Nov.
6: India todav went into over-
drive by assiduouslv courting
Cambodia and Laos — two tiny
nations in Indo-China — that
have emerged as key plavers
within the Asean who canld
push Delhi’s agenda to create a
free trade area with the regional
rrade grouping within a 10-vear
time-frame.

A day afier the Asean-India
summit-level talks, Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee met the
Prime Ministers of the two na-
tions -~ Hun Sen of Cambodia
and Bounnvang Vorachit of
Laos — where eight agreements
inall were sitned.

Cambodia and Laos — the
smailest and latest members of
the Asean - are two of the most
ardent supparters of India,
which has unwittingly been
pushed into a race with China to
seek Asean's hand.

0On Tuesdav. China signed an
agreement wilh Asean to create
the world's largest [ree trade
zane comprising 1.7 billion con-
sumers and 71 combined econo-
my of $2 wrillion. On the very
next day, Yajpayee propased to

- create a free trade area with
Asean and received strong ap-
probation from the Asean mem-
bers.

Cambodia is the current
chairman of Ascan and Laos
will host the sumimit-level talks
between Azean and [ndia in 2004;
in the interregnum. Indonesia
will hosl the summit talks next
October in Bali.

The eight deals are in the na-
ture of blandishments with com-
mon-cause partners and proba-
blv do not involve much by way
of stumping up cash. But they
have the virtue of underscoring
the close ties that exist with the
two countries and date back over
several centuries.

The overarching centuries-
old relationship was best af-
firmed by India's decision to
help renovate another temple
complex in Cambodia — Ta
Prohm — which comes an top of
the 17-vear-old rebuilding of the
Angkor Wat.

This was one of four agrec-
ments that was signed today in
the presence of Vajpayee and
Hun Sen.

The agreement was signed
between the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India tASD and Apsara,
the Cambadinn entity that over-

(Xrt ASsean

to

Prime Minister AB Vajpavee raises a toast to his Cambodian counterpart Bounnyang

sees archaeological sites in the
country.

India has earmarked an in-
vestment of Hs 25 crore that will
be spread over a period of eight
10 nine vears.

The ASI has already conduct-
ed abasic survey of the Buddhist
temple complex at Ta Prohin.
which reveals that this task will
be a lot more difficult than ihe
resloration of the Angkor Wat
temple because it's been overrun
by a tropical rain {orest,

The 12th century Angkor Wart
temple — built uver a period of
37 vears during the regime of
Cambuodian king Survavarman
II — was rebuilt over a period of
close 1o 17 yvears and foday. gener-
ates tourist revenues of roughly
Rs 70 erore a year, which is more
than the revenues generated
from all temple complexes in
India taken together

Apsara will aiso provide the
land for a textile museum as part
of the deal.

India has also extended the
Most Favoured Nation (MEN)
stalus to Cambodia, which cre-
ates a broad framework for the
extension of preferential tariffy
in an attempt to promote {wo-
way trade. A coft credit line of
$10 million will be extended t
Cambodia with a payback periorl
of 25 vears, including a grace pe-
riod of 5 vears.

Vorachit in Laos on Wednesday. (P11

Under the terms of thelourth
agreement, the Indian (nstitue
of Technology, Mumbai, will
provide help to build a technolo-
gy institute in Cambodia in
order 1o build human resources
inthis part of {he world.

The Kirloskars, who have
been active in this part of the re.
gion, alzo gifted 10 pumps to e
Cammbodian government to deal
with waterlogging problems that
beset the counlry because of the
severity of the monsoon rains
this vear.

The Cambodian Prime Min-
ister spught India’s helpto attain
membership of the World Trade
Organisation (WTQ).  India
agreed to provide ils expertisein
dealing with WTCO-related issues
1o guide the nation through the
Process.

Hun Sen suggested that India
could help Cambodia build a
railway network within the
country that will eventually
form part of a direct rail link be-
tween Singapore and Kuoming
in southern China.

India has agreed 1o consider
the proposal: there is 4 possihiii-
ty that ndia and Malavsia will
jointly develop the rail link in
Cambodia. A team from the Indi-
an Railwavs will visit the region
o study the various aspects ve-
lating to this proposal.

At present, there are no rail

conpections among  Vietnoan,
Laps, and Cambodia. A single
line connects Malavsia with
Thailand and Singapore. and
setithern China with Vietnam.
In the eazstern direction, the rail-
reads in Myvanmar stop several
limdred kilometres away from
it barders with Bangladesh and
india.

The Asean has been talking
zhout huilding the vilal Singa-
pare-kuoming rail route that
will connect South East Asia to
(*hina through the Indo-China
rezion. The proposed route; Sin-
zupore-Kuala Lumpur-Bangkok-
Three Papodas Pass-Ye-Yangon-
{.ashio-Ruih-Kunming.

With China and the Asean ve-
sterday agreeing to create a free
trade area by 2008, the rail link
could be a vital rog in promoting
two-way trade in the region.

Aflter a gruelling two-day
~thedule in Phnom Penh, Vaj-
pavee and his entourage flew
inlo Vientiane. the capital of
Lans, where he held talks with
Varachir.

Another set of four agree-

mwents was siened here which in- .

cluded the provision of a soh
eredit line of 310 million on long
repayment terms. The loan will

be used to build a power trans-

inission link in Laos to evacuate
e excess hydel power to power-
starved Cambaodia.
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Less Developed Members To Get Bigger Tariff Cut

India, Asean to fight

terrorism;

Sujit Chatterjee _g}(y

"PHNOM PENH 5 NOVEMEBER

ERALDING a new era in their relationship,
H india and Asean countries on Tuesday decid-
ed 1o develop “concerted prograrames” of
cooperation in combating terrovisim and agreed to
work for creating a Free Trade Area (FTA), aspera
suggestion made by Prime Minister Ataf Behari Vaj-
paveeto eliminate trade barders.
Addressing the first ever summit of India and the
LO-member Ascan, Mr Vajpayee also announced
greater 1ariff concessions 1o its lesser developed
members — Myanar, Cambaodia, Laos and Viet-
nam. Setting the tone for the sumimit, Mr Vajpayec
told the leaders of Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,
the Philippines, Myanmar, Cambuidia, Laos, Viet-
nam, Brunei and Thailand on the need 1o esiablisi
the FTA with India in the nexiten years.

A joint statement issued after the summit said:
“The leadersagreed on the imporance of enhancng
their ciose economic cooperation and 1o work 10-
wards India-Asean linkages.” The Indo-Asean roove
towards working on an FTA comes a day alter China
and the grouping decided to establish such a mecha-
nism inthe next [0 yearsio gradually eiiininate bar-
riers between the member states and Bejing.

Although “no in-depth” discussion on terrorism
ook place at the summit, the staicinent said, India
and Asean leaders agreed on developing “concrete
programmes of cooperation” on terrarism, inter-
linkages among trans-national ctimes, traificking of
illegal drugs, sea piracy, trafficking in children and
wanien, anms smuggling, money laundering and
cconomic and cyber crimes.

Mr Vajpayee underlined the need for exchange
of intelligence among the Asean members o com-
bat terrarism. External affairs minister Yashwant
Sinhaold reporters afier the summit thart the Prime
Minister's suggestion on the issue ol terrorism had
been “responded o by many of the states.”

The staternent said India and the Asean countries
resolved to miensify cooperation at the grouping’s
security body, the Asean Regional Forum (ARF) in-
cluding combating terrorism “comprehensively 1o
make the region a safer place for all, and agreed that
condidence buliding measures should be {urther
deepened as a foundation to the ARE processin its
future steps forward.”

Mr Vajpayee iold the summit that an Indo-Asean

Task Force set up in Brunei in September last 1o en-
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[VING an Indian touch o a banquet hosted

tor Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee

and leaders attending the first-ever Indo-

Asean summit here, music from Raj Kapoors film;

| Aawara was played belore the august audience. In
a rare gosture, Cambodian king Norodom §i-
hanouk and gueen Monineath sang songs in Eng-
lish, French, Maiay and Filipino languages “The
‘ banquet was really different. There was bonhomie ‘
land itwasnot the usual furmal affair. The king and |
,ithe gueen sang eighi songs in English, French,
( Malay and Filipinolanguages,” Indian ofticials saicd
)on Tucsday. 5
Japanese premier Junichiro Koizumi and in- |
donesian President Megawat Sukarnoputr were
Lse—aivd hy the side of Mr Vajpayee . —PT1!

|
|
)
i
|
|
!

hance trade linkages with India should explore th
possibility of creating the FTA and should subimit it
reportto the next Asean Summit in Bali, indonesia
in Octuber next year.

Asean appreciated India’s recognition of and its
willingness 1o accede w the Treaty Of Amity and
Cooperationin South East Asia asalsoitsdedision to
welcome the entry inmo (orce of the South East Asia
Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone Treaty. The siatement
voiced "deep gratitication” over the course the In-
dia-Asean cooperation had taken so far, particular-
ly in science and 1echnolagy, —PT1
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AHINA STEALS A MARCH AT ASEAN

_PMplea for

free 3\:

PHNOM PENH, Nov. 5. — In a major initiatfve to boost
trade and economic ties with Southeast Asiah countries.
Prime Minister today asked Ascan to establish a Free Trade
Area (FTA) with India in the next 10 years and announced
greater tarniff concessions to its lesser developed members,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee told the first India-Ascan
- Summit here that a Task Force set up in Brunei in
September last o enhance trade linkages with India should
explore the possibility of creating FTA and submi its report
to the next Asean Summit in Bali, Indonesia, next October.
It was aiso decided that India’s Summit meeting with 10-
. member Asean, with a §1 trillion yearly turnover, would be
an annual affair, external affairs minister Mr Yashwant
Sinha told reporters after the hour-long summit-levet talks
between Mr Vajpayee and leaders of Singapore, Malaysiy,
Indonesia, The Philippines, Myanmar, Cambodiz, Laos,
Vietnam, Brunei and Thailand.

In his opening remarks, Mr Vajpayee, sought to exchange
Intelligence with Asean members to combat terrorism, which
Mr Sinha said was “respended to by many of the states”,

Replying to questions, the minister said: “the issue of
terrarism was not discussed in depth at the Summit”.

Mr Sinha said “there was suppert for the Prime
Minister’s statement of FTA so that it can come up within
the suggested target of 10 years.” The India-Asean Task
Force is co-chaired by India and Malaysia,

Asked if Mr Vajpavee made the FTA offer in the
backdrop of China’s decision and the grouping to set up
such a mechanism in the next 10 years, he shot back saying
the initiative taken by India had nothing te do with
vesterday’s decision to eliminate fariff barriers between
Beijjing and Ascan members.

“We aren'’t in competition with any Asean country and we
are conducting our business with the grouping : autonomously.
It is not that every action must have a reaction,” he said,
adding Asean members were convinced that they must
maintain equai and strong interaction with India. )

Terming the Summit as “exceptionally warm and
cordial”, Mr Sinha said Mr Vajpayee declared India would
help the four new Asean members and would provide
preferential and greater trade concessions to them than the
other six more developed countries in the grouping.

Pmss Tmt_’_,{--;mm

J Sino- Asean

deal on
largest FTA

China Daily/ANN

PHNOM PENH, Nov. 5,
— China and the Asean
have signed the Frame-
work  Agreement on
China-Asean  Compre-
hensive Economic Co-
operation fo launch the
process o establish the
world® largest free trade
area by 2010.

The agreement was
signed yesterday by the
Chinese Premier Mr Zhu
Rongji and leaders of
Asean countries at the

" sixth China-Asean sum-

mtit. Analysts said the pact
is a milestone for China-

Asean velations.

“Accelerated  efforts
towards the FTA serve our
commnton interests, for the
earlier the FTA is in place
the sooner the two sides
can beneft from.it,” Mr
Rongji said, adding_ it will
also contribute to faster
progress of East Asian co-
operation as a whole. Mr
Rongji said China was

ready to make joint efforts -

with afl Asean countrica to
move {orward econortic
agreements through the
establishment of the FTA.

5 N3V 278
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SUIVIMIT TO BECOME AN ANNUAL EVENT

PM for ASEAN-Indla

C)Myf

&
By P. 8. Suryanarayana

PHNOM PENH, NOV. 5. The firs
swnmit between India and the
Association of Sputh East Asian
Nations ioday registered a per-
fect take-off, even as the Prime
Minister of Singapore, Goh
Chok Tong. a long-time advo-
cate of intensive links hetween
New Delhi and the regional or-
ganisation, described the event
as the acquisition of full-
fledged capabhilities by the jum-
bo-aircraft called ASEAN,

The ASEAN joined Indiain is-
suing a highly upbeat statementr
on this new dialogue process.
The straregic vision of this new
linkage at the highest level
would be translated into a real-
ity through “concrete pro-
grammes ot cooperation” that
would “comprehensively” com-
bat “non-traditional  security
threats”, inclusive of terrorism,
within the framework of the ¢x-
isting ASEAN Regional Forum,

Informed sources told The
Hindu that the anti-terror
cooperation, in the present
rontext of the “threat’” to Svuth
East Asia from the Jemaah [sla-
miyah, might be channelled, at
this stage, along bilateral lines
hetween Indiz and the coun-
tries concerned.

The ASEAN-Indig  summit
will now be held every year, al-
though New Delhi will still re-
main outside the ambit of the
ASEAN-plus caucus that keeps
the organisation proactively en-
gaged with China as also Japan
and South Korea within a col-
lective framework. The next an-
nual ASEAN-India summit is
scheduled to be held in Bali, In-
donesia.

With New Delhi fashioning a
meraphoric wing of the ASEAN
jumbao-jet, the other wing hav-
ing been crafled by the organi-
sation's East Asian neighbours,
loday's sumimnit here between

" free trade area '

\

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, with some leaders of the Association of South-East
Asian Nations at the inaugural of the ASEAN Summit in Phnom Penhb on Tuesday. They are:
(from left) Sultan Hassan al Bolklah of Brunel, the Cambodian Prime Minister, Hun Sen, the

Indonesian President, Megawati Sukarnoputri, and the Laotian Prime Minister, Bounhang

India and the Association ac-
quired political and economic
overtones that surpassed the
symbolismm of the event. The
ASEAN today held separate
meetings with Japan and South
Korea, too, while the ASEAN-
China  summit and  the
ASEAN+3 conclave, involving
these three Fast Asian neigh-
bours of the outfit, took place
on Monday.

New Delhi soughi to match
China and Jupan by offering to
move towards the creation of
an ASEAN-India free trade arca.
China and the ASEAN inked on
Maenday a framework agree-
ment for a free rade zone that
couid, if it materialises, down-
size all other multilateral enti-
ties of this kind in about 10
vears. Japan and the ASEAN to-
day entered into a "comprehen-
sive economic partnership”,
with the Japanese Prime Minis-
ter, Junichiro Koizumi, playing
the ace of a survivahle econom-
ic superpower.

While India and the ASEAN

Vorachith. — Reuters

evinced considerable interest in
cooperating with each other in
the ongoing globhal campaign
against internatianal terrorism,
the defining parameter of the
emerging new equation be-
tween the |wo sides at the high-
est political level was the joint
move to firm up economic link-
ages.

The summit provided impe-
tus for an exercise, already un-
der way, to intensify economic
cooperdation bhetween the two

sides, Gaining the attention of

the ASFAN was the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpavee's
suggestion that this exercise be
enlarged to explore avenues to
the creation of an ASEAN-India
free tfrade area in ubout a
decade.

With the crvstal-gaze predic-
tions of the ASEAN-India sum-
mit largely holding good as
today's event unfelded, there
were no real surprises of the po-
litical kind.

No new dimension was add-
ed, thaugh. to the range of eco-

nomic ties between the two -
sides, with the Malaysian Prime
Minister, Mahathir Mohamad.
commending a synergised two-
way model,

While India was now helping
Malaysia in the railways sector,
Kuala Lumpur was involved in
India’s highwavs projects in a
matching fashion. india’s exper
tise in high-tech areas, including
space-related economic appli-
cations, was valued hy rhe
ASEAN.

Outlining the broad thrust of
the summit, the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, dis-
missed suggestions that India
was seeking to play out a smurt-
strategy cameo to offset China's
dragon-like grip over South last
Asia and that New Delhi was ea
ger to upset Beijing's strategic
applecart, either on India’s own
initiative or at the behest of the
ASEAN itself,

Acrording to Mr. Sinha, mu-
tuality of interests alone deter-
mined the ASEAN-India
dynamic.

g6 nov 2 THE HINDE
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NAVIKA KUMAR
PHNOM PENH, N NOVEMBER 5

A DAY after China inked a
pathbreaking Free Trade Area
(FTA) Agreement with the As-
sociation of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN), Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayce
offered to oitiate an FTA
arrangement with the grouping
over a 10-year time period. In
a statement made after the
ASEAN+India Summit in the
Cambodian capital this after-
noon, Vajpayee suggested that
a Task Force that’s working to-
wards strengthening economic
linkages between India and
ASEAN countries could be

Vajpavee with Sukamputrl

mandated with finalising a re-
port on the FTA by the next

ASEAN+India Summit,
scheduled to be held in Bali in
October next year.

"ASEAN: India floats free trade
sI dyafte

r China

ma 0 l\%ndav signed
agreements pwith ASEAN to
prevent conffict over long-dis-
puted areas ¢f the South China
Sea and to establish the world’s
largest free trade zone over the
next decade that would boast a
total gross domestic product of
nearly $2 trillion. After vears of
negotiations, ASEAN—com- -
posed of Brunei, Myanmar,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Sin-
gapore, Thailand and Viet-
nam—reached an agreement
with China on a nonbinding
declaration intended to reduce
the chances of military con-
frontation over the Spratly

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NDIAN EXPRESS
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Asean summit:

A milestone

in India’s ties with SE-Asia

By Harvey Siockwin
Times NEWS NETWORK 51

~ %Y

. &
Hong Kang: As Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee\participates in the first india-
Asean summit on Tuesday in Phnom Penh, it
marks a significant milestone in the slow but
persistent growth of India's relationship
with Southeast Asia over the last 11 years,
since former prime minister Narasiimha Rao
initiated India’s Look Fast poliey.

On Monday, Mr Vajpayvee is scheduled to
artend 4 stare banguet given by Cambodian
King Sihanouk for the ten Asean heads of
state or goverament. phus the Prime Minis-
tors of India. China, South Korea and Japan.
The ten Association of South East Asian Na-
rions are Indonesia, Malavsia, Singapore,
Thailand, Philippines. Brunei, Vietnam,
Laos, Cambodia and Burma.

On Tuesday, the India- Asean swmmit is
chire fo take place for 90 mbates from 2 pom. to
3.30 pan, after the Asean sumimits with Chi
4, Japan and Sauth Kovea bave taken place.
in an unusual departure, the summit will
also be briefed by South African President
Thabo Mbeki. before concluding with a so-
cial dinner hosted by Cambaodian Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen.

Following Mr Rao's initiation of the Look
Bast Policy in 7981, India was first admitted
as & sectoral pariner of the Asean mainly in
the areas of frade and investiment in 1992,

"HE TIMES

india became a ful! dialogue partner of
Asean in December 1995, meaning thar it
could participate in the annual foreign min-
isters meeting at the post- ministerial cone
frence and the secur Hy-focussed Asean Re-
gicmal Forum (AR¥). The first such meetings
actually attended by India were in Jakarta in |
July 1998 ;

The details of growing India- Asean coop- |
eratiom are detailed in a fact sheet easily ac-
cessible on the  Asean  website  at)
ShtEp S Www aseanser. orgs / Www ASBARSEC.
rg/ gthsummits 8thsummit-india, htm

The fact sheet notes a key veason for RMr
Vajpavee's invitation to this summit as it
stafes that “In the area of politics and secu-
rity india can contribute 16 the regional bal-
ance of power that impacts on the siability
peace and prosperity of Asia”

Meanwhile, China on Monday welcomed
the first-ever India-Asean swmmil and ex-
pressed hope that the dialogue would en-
hance yegional peare and development.

“China and India are two important cowy
tries in Asia, We welcome the developruent of |
relations berween India and Asean coun
tries,”” Chinese foreign ministry spokesman
Lit Jianchao said in Beijing.

“We hope that the relevant parties could
promoete efforts to maintain regional peace
antt development,” Mr Liu said while com-
menting on the first- ever India-Asean snn
1t
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“in India’s relations with t

A new voya
SR “for India, ASEAN

By P.S. Surya.n ayana

PHNOM PENH, NOV. 3. A new political dynamic
Association of

" South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) will be-

come a reality when the Prime Minister,
Ata) Behari Vajpayee, engages it the summit
level here on Tuesday. The ASEAN-India
summit, the first of its kind, will, in some
outward ways, be modelled on New Dethi's
direct summitry with the European Union.
However, the summit will symbolise not
only a rediscovery of each other's social and
cultural identities but also a new voyage of

s discovery as regards their political and eco-
" nomic cooperation in the present tersor-

traumatised international situation. These
are obviously the optimal expectations on
either side at this juncture, although the
practical realisation of such high hopes
cannet be easy at all,

Any celebration of India’s new linkage
with the ASEAN should, however, be tem-
pered with two ground sealities. First, the
summit will be conspicuous for the absence
of a parallel representation for New Dethi at
the Association’s collective dialogue with
key economic partners from its neighbour-
hood. Japan, as also China and South Ke-
rea, will not only hoid individual summit
meetings with the ASEAN but also enter in-
to a collective discussion with the South
East Asian entity. The ASEAN+] and the
ASEAN +3-4ummit meetings have been a

[,

(e

[

regular practice in recent years, But, unlike
Japan or China and South Korea, India will
hold an exclusive summit with the ASEAN
without the additionality of the collective
engagement. While this is no slur on India
or the ASEAN, given that a new beginning is
being attempted now, the regional politics
concerning the possible enlargement of the
ASFAN+3 summitry is something that New
IDelhi can explore at this juncture, accord-
ing to diplomats and analysts from the
South Gast Asian milieu. Secondly, while
the prospective ASEAN-India summit can
be seen as the beginning of a potentially
new process of extensive engagement be-
tween the two sides in the wider regional
context, India will certainly be “judged” by
the association. For the ASEAN, the prime
consideration is whether New Defhi is will-
ing, in a political sense, and able, given its
many preoccupations, to go beyond its
‘Look Hast gaze' that its "Look East palicy’
has often appeared to be.

On balance, though. the very fact of the
ASEAN's willingness 1o engage India at this
time is a maiter of its political will to take
New Delhi sericusly as an emerging global
player. India's exchanges with the ASEAN
on glabal and regional terrorist threats will
be nat only topical in a wider international
context but also closely relevant to both
sides.

Given terrorisin's expansive connotation
that includes suspicions of “nuclear black-

HE HINDL

ge of discovery

x
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mail”, the ASEAN+3 forum is expected to
discuss North Korea's latest tussie with the
U.5. over the Kim Jong-il regime’s weapon-
isarion drive. Tt is against this background
that the ASEAN may watch whether or not
India would like to rake up an issue such as
the possibility of North Korea having ob-
tained nuclear arms know-how from one
source or the other through Pakistan. An-
other major issue on the ASEAN’s external
agenda relates to 2 code of conduct for ma-
naging its differences with China on the
Spratlys issue, pending a final settlement
over time From the MSEAN's perspective,
this issue may not be of direct interest to
India, despite New Delhi’s overall interna-
tional disposition in the present phase of a
terro-ravaged post-modern era.

The basic stuff of the ASEAN-India dia-
logue will consist of economic issues of
cooperation. While India can assist the
mete developed ASEAN-slates in  the
knowledge-based ecunomic sectors, New
Delhi’s traditional strengths in education as
also health services will be of interest to the
less-developed members of the organisa-
tion. On the ather side of ihe spectrum, In-
dia is already an investiment destination for
several ASEAN countries sach as Singapore
and Malaysia. The focus now will be on
ways to finetune the network of linkages
between the ASEAN and India, which to-
gether account for a GDP of the order of
$1.5 trillion,

g W ™M
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Indla, Malaysm agamst

W+ umlateral military action

India at the World Trade Orga- .

By‘{ﬁ’ ir Dlplomatlc
Correspondent "("‘() .

NEW DELHI, OCT. 18. The Malay-
sian Prime Minister, Mahathir
Mohamad, said today that if the
United States and Britain at-
tacked Iraq it would give the im-
pression thar "Muslim nations”
were being “targeted”.

At a press conference here, at
the end of his visit to India, Dr.
Mahathir said both India and
Malavsia were against any uni-
lateral military action.

The fraq issue came up for
discussion during the meeting
with the External Affairs Minis-
ter. Yashwant Sinha, on Thurs-
day, he added.

“Our (Malaysian) stand is ve-

W

ry clear on [rag, We alg’a ainst
any attack on Iraq withoyt the
United Nations agreement,”” Dr.
Mahathir said adding that the
U.N. was being neglected in all
this. On a possible role for the
Organisation of Islamic Confer-
ence, he said the member na-
tions were speaking in different
voices. .

Asked what he expected from
the first-ever ASEAN-India sum-
mit meeting in Phnom Penh.
Dr. Mahathir said it reflected a
heightened level of cooperation
between the ASEAN natjons and
India.

Apart from economic issues,
the summit could take up ques-
tions such as a common ap-
proach berween ASEAN and

|

nisation. On the bilateral fromt,
Malaysia would continue
press India tor reduction of i
ties on palm oil imports.
Though a 10 per cent reduc-

tey

tion had been made, the duties ©

continued to be high

when |

compared with the import of
soyabean oil from the U.S. "We |
are still justified in asking for

further reduction in import du-
ties,” he said.

Dr. Mahathir, who is expect-
ed to step down from office in
2003, said his “legacy” was
maintenance of “racial harmo
ny” in. multi-ethnic Malavsia,
He hoped that racial relations in
Malaysia would improve under
his successor.

e
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~Mahathir agrees with
+ »"India over Iraq

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH! Oct, 18 —
Malaysia today shared
India’s  view  opposing
unilateral military action
against [rag, and warned
that any such move would
aggravate the situation and
result in more recruits for
terrorist organisations.

“We are agreed that no
unilateral action shoukd be
taken to attack lIrag.., if any
action has to be taken, it
should be through the UN,”
visiting  Malaysian  Prime
Minister Dr Mabathir Bin
Mohammad said. He was
speaking at a press meet
before leaving for 1slamabad.

“We feel that any such
unifuteral attack would only
aggruvate the situation and
make the people more
inclined to think that as a
general  rule  there s

anfmosity against Muslims
and there may be more
recruits  for  terrorist
organisations,” he said.

Strongly condemmning the
recent terrorist attack in
Bali, Indonesia. Dy Mahathir
said such acts would affect
the region as a whole. “You
can never determine when
and where the terrorists are
going to attack™.

He said Malaysia has been
able to handle this problem
for a long time and tfaken
necessary measures o
eliminate possibility of terror
strikes. “Malaysia 13 a sale,
secure and stable country™.

The Malaysian  Prime
Minister said  sovereign
countries like India and
Malaysia needed 1o stand
together with other pations
to challenge the “imperialist
designs™ of certain powers.
He has been sharply critical

of American policy on Iraqg.

According 1o him, inter-
national organjsations like
the NAM had a major role to
play to curb unilateral action
against sovereign nations.
His discussions with the
Indhan leadership, including
Prime Minister Mr AB
Vajpayee focussed on stren-
gthening economic ties.

Mualaysia, he said, wanted
India 1o grant landing rights
to more Malaysian Ajrlines
planes in civies like Hyder-
abad and New Delhi as part
of ihe enhanced cooperation,

Dy Mohammad also said
he had asked My Vajpayee to
work towards funher redu-
cing impaort duties on palm
oil (India imports 2 million
tons of palmolein annually
making it Malaysia’s larges
customer) fo allow 1t t
become more competitivel
priced.

THE STATESMAL



India, Thailand for
— -
closer ties o
By Our Special Correspondent
AN
NEW DELHI, 0CT. 17. India* iny |
Thailand today renewed the call
for closer economic, political |
and social interaction, given the
goodwill and desire on both
sides to increase bilateral coop-
eration, 'This was decided at o
meeting between the Deputy
Chairman of the Planning Com-
mission, K.C Pant, and the vis-
fting Deputy Prime Minister of [
Thaitand, Prommin Lertsuridej. * w
Mr. Panr said the proposed ex- s
press highway between India to o
Thailand  through Myanmar
would benefit bath countries. th
Mr. Lertsuridej emphasised
on strengthening bilateral ecu- ¢
nomic relations, especially in n
agriculture, industry, informa- -
tion technology and space.

s
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/ Reforms |£[eggr3|bﬁe: PM

\O By Sushma Ramachandran q v g 'Sl

\

NEW DELHI, OCT. 17. A formal economic partner-
ship between the East Asian tiger economies and
India seemns to be on the cards with the Malaysian
Prime” Minister, Mahathir Mohamad, today
mooting an India-ASFAN agreement, for which
he said there was “profound economic logic”
even as the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpavee,
suggested the creation of a regional trade and
investment area. He also sought to convince
ASEAN ministers and businessmen that econom-
ic reforms in [ndia were irreversible despite the
recent “hiccups” in the liberalisation process.
Inaugurating the one-day India-ASEAN Busi-
ness Summit, Mr. Vajpayee said these hiccups, a
clear reference to the disinvestment controversy,
were only the democratic process of reconciling

divergences and achieving a consensus. "Our re-

i form process continues to target high growth
. with balanced and equitable development. Our

ambitious GDP growth target of eight per cent
exhorts us to stay on this path. There can be no

. looking back,” he said.

He looked forward ta a Regional Trade and
Investment Area as a near-term objective of In-
dia-ASEAN economic relations. The Malaysian
Prime Minister, in his address later in the day at
the same forum, wus keen on knowing about In-
dia's response to an ASEAN-india Economic
Partnership Agreement. “ Let me suggest it is high
time for the ASEAN and India to work on a com-
prehensive economic partnership that will be
mutually beneficial to us and to the rest of Asia
and the world.”

Mr. Vajpayee said India and the ASEAN had a

mutual interest in working towards beneficial
preferential and free trade arrangements. “Wwe
need to loak at conventional as well as innovative
mechanisms to promote economic integration”,
he said.

Mr.Vajpayee compared the Indian economy to
an clephant, slow to gather momentum but un-
stoppable and irreversible.

He also assured ASEAN businesspersons that
every effort was being made to make policies
more investor-friendly, using e-governance to
tackle the problems of cumbersome procedure,
paper work and hureaucracy. He criticised the
globalisation process and the fact that there had
been “uneven benefits” among and within na-
tions. “Globalisation cannot be sustained as a
ene-way guest for developing country markets by
the products and capital of the developed world,”
he said. .

On this issue, Dr. Mahathir lauded India’s role
as a globhal leader on economic issues. "I have in
the past been impressed so often by the posture
taken by India in, for example, the WTQ". he said.

Mr. Vajpayee madce a pointed reference to the
“barbaric terrorist” attack in Bali which called for
the harshest condemnation. "Your summit also
cannot ignore the negative impact of such Lerror-
ist acts on business climate in the affected coun-
try and region’’, he said.

Dr. Mahatir also spoke of the threat of terror-
ism in Asia but criticised the concept of a “bal-
ance of power” approach “because when you
prepare for war, war all 100 often is what vou
get”. Evidently referring to Inde-Pakistan ten-
sions, he said the risks were heightened when
nuclear weapons entered the batance of terror.



[ LENER VT
ANDAR SERI BEGA EAN Econom.lc mirnis-

ters have agreed to establish arl Asean-India economic link-
ages task force to bejointly led by Malaysia and India to exam- |.
ine¢ the recommendations of the Asean Free Trade Area-
(Afta)-India linkages study. “This will mclude recommenda-
tions on the establishment of the regional trade and Invest-
ment area and other areas of economic cooperation,” Inter-
national Trade and Industry Minister Rafidah Aziz said ata
press conference on Sunday. Rafidah and other Asean eco-
nomic ministers, who are here for the 34th Asean Economic
Ministers’ Meeting (AEM), had earlier met the Indian dele-
gation led by its Minister of Commerce and Industry Murasoli
-Maran. Rafidah said the taskforce would need to submit its
recommendations, including a draft framework agreement to
enhance the Ascan-India trade and economic cooperation to
the next AEM-India consultation in 2003, P77

Aseap;lndia to set u&s co t)agf,k force
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Slngapore hosts

} P. S. Suryanarayana - H

I
| SINGAPORE, AUG. 23. India and
| Singapore have sustained the
* momentum of an ongoing
professional interaction
{ between their two navies,
! with the City-State playing
| host to a goodwill fleet from
| India for the past few days,
The mission, planned
sometime aga, attracts
additional attention in the
unfolding context of a
heightened awareness in the
South-East Asian region about
the Indian Navy's professional
outreach and its cooperation
with the U.S. on specific
marters.
I However, the latest
| goodwill call at the Singapore
| port by a flagship of the
{ Indian Navy and two other
| vessels was not related to the
new Indo-American
| cooperation in this region.
Besides INS Ranijit, a
| destroyer and a flagship of
the Navy, the fleet consisted
! of INS Shakt, a tanker, and
i INS Khanjar, a missile

1\“’

Indian nayal fleet

wu»"'gf\”*"” W

un'vetle Vice-Admiral Raman
Puri, Flag Officer
Commanding- in-Chief of the
Eastern Naval Command,
who led the mission, held
talks with the top officials of
Singapore's Navy and visited
training centres and logistics
base,

No joint naval exercises
were held, but Vice-Admiral
Puri said the two navies had a
record of organising
periodical cooperative
exercises at sea.

While Singapore had
participated in the ‘Milan’-
class naval exercises
organised by India, the range
of bitateral iteraction was
very wide,

Search-and-rescue driils,
exchange of information,
submarine wurfare exercises,
advanced mine-counter
measures and some anti-
tertyr tactics were among the
professional areas of
cooperative interaction
between India and Singapore,
Vice-Admirat Puri said.
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India pledge3‘$2.5Kb}11illion to
' Indo-ASEAN cooperation fund

" G.SUDHAKAR NAIR MNY
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN (BRUNE}). P

AUGUST 1 M%ﬁ LA

I NDIA today announced its con-

tribution of 2.5 million dollars 1o

the India-ASEAN cooperation

fund to give momentum to coopera-

tion programmes in various sectors

even asitoffered towork for joint ini-
tiatives in combatting terrorism.

! The fund will target cooperation

programmes with ASEAN countries

in the science and tchnology, HRD,

trade and investment and transport

and communications sector, external

; affairs minister Yashwant Sinha said

here.

Sinha made this announcement at
the first 10 plus one meeting, which
essetntfaily means discussions be-
tween coordinating countres in the
10-member ASEAN and one of its
tendialogue partners.

Malaysia and Laos were the coor-
dinators for the India meeting and
was represented by its Foreign Minis-
ter Syed Hamid Al-Bar and Deputy
Premier Samsanad Leng,

He called for greater links be-
tween the governments and the pri-
vate sector to realise the full benefits of
joint research.

Stating that India was a major vic-

P . PRI %
REPNEN Cp l{imf the dark forces of terrorism,

Sinha said it is ready towork together .

both bilagrally with ASEAN coun-
tries and in the India-ASEAN frame-
work to develop practical pro-
grammes of cooperation to combat
this menace.

Sinha regretted that India-

ASEAN tourism had achieved little |
progress even though if is a theme

much commended.

He hoped that the first India-

ASEAN summit in Cambodia in No-
vember this year would be an
apt moment to explore a
highly fruitful synergy in their
relationship.  PTY

NDIAN EXPRES.



"Mahathir remark on

Kashmir irk§

Saurabh Shukla t b
New Delhi, June 25 4%
NEW DELHI and Kuala Lumpul
are in the middle of a diplomati
tangle over a statement by th
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohammed that cross-
border terrorism in Kashmir
will continue if its causes are
not looked into.

Sources say irked by a series
of diplomatic gaffes by the out-
spoken Malaysian premier, India
has communicated “its strong
displeasure” to Malaysia on Ma-
hathir’s remarks through diplo-
matic channels.

In New Delhi the Deputy
Malaysian High Commissioner
was called to the Foreign Office
last week and told that the Prime
Minister's statement were not in
tune with the friendly bilateral
relations of the two countries
and that Sonth Block was upset
by his remarks. Simultaneously,
in Kuala Lumpur the Indian
High Commissioner Veena Sikri
lodged India’s protest on the
Malaysian premier's statements
on Kashmir and cross border ter-
rorism to the Malaysian Foreign
Office.

Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad had said,
“Of course, you can accuse
states of being involved. Pak-
istan denies it is involved. The

)

~ 'l-v i'\"i"j
fact is that the causes are there,
people are... angry about some-
thing”, Mahathir had reportedly
said at the Press conference of
the annual congress of his Unit-
ed Malays National Organisa-
tion.

“If you don’t look at the caus-
es and remove them, then there
will be terrorism,” he said. He
had earlier been quoted as sup-
porting the UN Security Council
resolution on right of self-deter-
mination to Kashmiris. He had

also earlier offered to mediate °

between India and Pakistan
much to New Delhi’s chagrin.

What also irked New Delhi
was that the Malaysian Premier
had continued with his off the
cough remarks despite New Del-
hi’s friendly advice during the
bilateral discussions.

Diplomatic sources say though
both sides are keen to downplay
the whole incident iest it creates
a diplomatic controversy amidst
the Indo-Pak standoeff, however
diplomats feel that the MEA
strongly protested as the PMO
was upset by his remarks. And a
strong protest by New Delhi was
aimed at communicating a mes-
sage to the Malaysian premier to
stop shooting his mouth off. How-
ever;, sources say even after In-
dia’s protest, Mahahthir’s didn't
fail to amuse the Foreign Office
mandarins.

India

26 Jyv 20



Thailand s

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH{, JUNE 17. India and thailanc can
cooperate in information technology, me-
dium sector industry, educational institu-
tions, tourisim, textiles and clothing,
automobiles and auto parts as well as gems
and jewellery.

[his is the assessment of the Thai Gov-
ernment which has identified possible ar-
eas for investment opporiunities by the
two countries. According to the Thailand
Ambassador, Bandhit Setipalalit, the pro-
posed free trade areas between the two
countries would not only strengthen eco-
nomic relations but would also be mutual-
ly beneficial in the free exchange of goods
at lower costs,

Addressing a seminar on ‘India and

. Thailand: Trade and Investment Opportu-

nities” organised by the Confederation of

PR S A
ndian In(ﬁlstry (Cl1), he urged the indian
business communiry ro invest in these sec-
tors through joint ventures.

He said Thailand was working closely
with Myanmar to complete a network of
roads which would conrnect india and
Myanmar, As India is already connected to
Mvanmar through a road from Manipur,
the short “missing tink”, when completed,
would facilitate the smooth transport of
goods and people across the borders of the
two countries,

Mr. Sotipalalit said that at the regional
level, Thailand was working on various
projects to bring India closer not only to
Thailand but also to orher South East Asian
countries. He noted that as BIMST-EC
(Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka
and Thailand) and Mekong Ganga Cooper-
ation framework (India, Thailand, T.aos,
Cambadia, Myanmar and Vietnam) share a

eeké jo(ikl;l;t ventures withﬁw India

1P ) ;5 £

common objective U’f ipking transporia-
tion networks and facilirating the flow of
goods and people, the two frameworks to-
gether would open a market of 250 million
pecple for India.

Senior Thai officials said bilateral trade
had gone wp significantly. While India's
exports to Thailand went up from $424
milion in 1998 to $671 million in 2001,
India’s imports from Thailand rose from
5284 million in 1998 to $483 million in
2001Intra-industry twade could be en-
hanced in areas such as gems and jew-
ellery, textiles and clothing, automaotive
parts and components, pharmaceuticals
and steel and could be inctuded in the Free
Trade Agreement, they suggested.

Thai industry representatives told the
semindar that the Free Trade Agreement
would enable India to explore markets of
other South East Asian countries.

T gy,
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Indla-Asean Busmess
Summiit b’egms today

By Our Special Forrespondem
i NEW DELH), OCT. 16. 'The first In-
" dia-Asean Business Summrit is
- being organised here tomorrow
to develop synergies between
, the economies of India and the
" Asean member countries.

The focus of discussions will
be on infrastructure, oit and gas,
trade, investment, finance and
tourism,

Among the Ascan member
. couniries which are taking part
in the consultations are Malay-
sia, Cambodia, Singapore and
I Vietnam, apart from the Asean
|, Secretary-General, Rodoifo Cer-
‘E teza Severino.

The two-day suminit is being
heid in Delhi and Hyderabad
with the first session being held
here.

Discusstons on the sunrise
secrors of information lechnol-
, ogy amnd biotechnology  have
! been reserved for the Hydera-
| bad segment which has been
| organised by the Federation of
! Indian Chambers of Commerce
i and Indusuy (FICCI in associ-
| ation with the Ministries of Ex-

ternal Affairs, and Commerce
! and Industry.
| The Prime Minister, Atal Be-
j hari Vajpayee, will inaugurate
 the summit with the visiting
i Malaysian Prime Minister, Ma-
t hathir bin Mohamad, address-
" ing a special session later in the

HND

fo')

e

'
!

rp,_.’)

The Deputy (‘haun%an of the |

Planning Codmmission, K.C.

Pant, will be addressing the ple~ i
nary session with the ministers |

from Asean countries.

The summit will have three

sectoral sessions. The infras-
trucrure  session will  cover
roads, airports, railways, tele-

com and special

ECONOMIC |

zanes. (ther sessions will be on

0il and gas, trade, investment,

finance and tourism. A plenary -

session with ministers from the
Asean member countries is also
scheduled during the day.

The summit in Hyderabad
will have four sectoral sessions.
These will he on biotechnology
and pharmacewicals, informa-
tion technology, human re-
source development and higher
education and entertainment.

Clt office in Malaysia

The Confederation of Indian
Industry {CII) is to open an of-
fice in Malaysia soon.

A commitment in this regard '

wis made by the CH to Mr. Vaj- |

payee and Mr, Mahathir last
vear.

Once it becomes operational,
it will be CII's second overseas

office in the Asean. This office is '

expected to help strengthen bi-
lateral relations between Malay-

sia and India, as also India and !

the Asean.

rd



‘The Myanmar )

aced with the mewtable
isolation of the North East
fromm mainland India, even

before Partition, Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru had foreseen the reg-
ion's potential as a reservoir of power
and a bridge to South-east Asia and
beyond,

After a visit to Assam in Decem-
ber, 1945, he said, “Assam has the
look of great reserves of strength and
potential power ... great highways by
road, air and rail will go across her
connecting China and India, and
ultimately ... East Asia and Europe.”
Substitute the North East for Assam:
had such a vision been pursued in the
early years of Independence, when
the hastily laid communication
infrastructure of World War 11 was
still relatively intact, the shape of the
North East would have been very
different. And we may have avoided
the mushrooming of insurgencies
which are so visible today.

A North East linked by highways
through Myanmar to the dynamic
growth regions of South-cast Asia is
an exciting prospect. That prospect
remains the only viable option for the
region to break out of its isolation.

The pursuit of such & goal requires
a radical upgrade of the current
management of Nerth Eastern
affairs and proactive policies aimed
at cementing cooperative relation-
ships with our eastern neighbours:
Bangladesh, China and Myanmar,
The multifaceted links which the
North East has with them, especially
with Myanmar, hardly need
elaboration. Indeed, without the
active cooperation of Myanmar
authorities, the major problems
currently facing the North East,
namely insurgency, underdevel-
opment, drugs and arms smuggling,
cannot be eliminated.

Consider the campaign against
insurgent ‘groups. The entire 1,600-
kilometre length of the Indo-Myan-
mat boundary is covered by thick

- By Lal T Pudaite

w%p?

jungles. Weapon-transporting insurg-
ents can easily take shelter (and have
routinely done so in the past) on the
Myanmar side of the border to
escape detection by Indian security
forces. Thus, without Myanmar for-
ces to block their escape route, gur
security forces are rendered helpiess.

For India, improving relations with
Myanmar, particularly with the pre-
sent military regime, has not been an

to have a significant fmpact on the
major problems of the North East,
however, the leve] of our cooperative
interaction has to be significantly
enhanced,

In view of the crucial réle Myan-
mar could play in tackling the
problems and opening up the North
East, India should seek to upgrade
what it had already begun in 2
modest way. The Tamu-Kalewa

easy task. highway
The regime construction
has  been 0 en Orum undertaken
extremely by the Bor-
cautious der Roads
with every (from the

step it has raken in this direction; it is
suspicious of India's motives in
allowing Myanmar dissidents 10
linger in Mizoram
and elsewhere
within its borders.
India must also be
mindful of the
alleged activities of
armed ethnic
groups such as the
Kuki Nationa] Ar-
my in Manipur and
the Chin National
Army in Mizoram.

India’s belated
bestowal of the
Jawaharlal Nehru
Award for Inter
national  Under-
standing on the al-
ready much-decor-
ated pro-demucracy leader, Aung
San Suu Kyi, in 1995, did not help
matters, Myanmar is also under-
standably keen to remain “untilted
end carefully balancing” hetween its
two big neighbours, India and China.

Efforts aimed at securing cooper-
ation from Myanmar in recent years
have vielded encouraging results in
increasingly diverse fields. For these

Withoul the active

cooperation of

Myanma
authorties, the
major problems

currently fucme the
North Fast cannol
be climmmaied

Manipur side) aﬂd the construction
of bridges linking Champhai in Mizo-
ram to Falam in Chin Hills, should
now be fallowed by
a grand plan for
infrastructure
linkages between
the North East and
western Myanmar.
Such a plan
should be primarily
conceived as an
infrastructure net-
work encompassing
the entire stretch
between the Brah-
maputra and Irra-
wady rivers. It
could be so design-
ed as to facilitate
multilateral fund-
ing. Tt could in-
clude, for example:
W A rail link from Silchar via Mani-
pur valley to Kalemyo, where a
raithead  has  recently been
developed.
B An air link connecting Guwahati,
Imphal, Mandalay and Kunming in
China as well as Chiamgmai and
Bangkok. A direct flight to Bang-
kok has begun operating from

YHE STATESMAN
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Guwahati: there is no reason why it
cannot  occasionally stop in
Yangon.

M Harnessing of the Kalodyne river
for navigation as well as for power
generation and the laying of a gas
pipeline along the river for supply
of natural gas from Myanmar to
the North East through a point in

Mizoram.

W Revival of the ald Stillwell Road

that was in use during World War

I, between Ledo in Assam and

China's Yunnan province via

Kachin state in Myanmar.

These are only representative sug-
gestions. New ideas are needed with
ambitious, globalisation-oriented tar-
gets, Once enoperation on such a
scale is agreed upon, there will be no
dearth of feasible projects and ideas.
At one time. Myanmar had floated
the idey of joint exploitation of the
upper reaches of the Chindwin river
Tor the generation of electricity,
Roud links through south Mizoram
1o the Arakan / South Chin state as
well as via Nagaland 1o the Kachin
state couid also be explored.

Apart from a purely Indian pers-
pective, there is a wmpeltmg logic
fur opening up and ensuring the
connectivity of the North East and jts
trans-border neighbourhood further
east. This frontier region is peopled
by diverse ethniv groups that are still
an  their - wiay  to “becoming”
identified with the larger political
gntities with which colonjal legacy
clubbed them, Following
Independence, the Mizos and Nagas
found themselves divided by the
indo-Myanmar border. For these
communitics, invoived in the process
of awakening 1o a new sense of
identity and political consciousness,
“integration” with the national whole
Is not an easy task,

iThe author served in the Indian
Foreign Service and. is a former
Ambassudor i 'lrhunmm J
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U, Wednesday, April 10, 2002 1n

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, APRIL 9. As home to one billion

people, India has to be “integral to any

regional process’ pertaining to the Asia-

Pacific region, the Prime Minister, Atal

| Beharl Vajpayee, said here today.

| Delivering the 21st Singapore Lecture

{ on “India’s Perspectives on ASEAN and

the Asia-Pacific region,” Mr. Vajpayee

" said: “It is important (0 recognise

" manifest political and economic realities
when we try to tackle the crucial issues
of growth and security.”

India, he said, had a constructive and
maulti-faceted relationship with every
major country in South-East Asia -—
which was also true of India's relations

+ with ASEAN's East Asian neighbours.

Favouring a web of cooperative
arrangetnents in Asia-Pacific to promote
; stability, the Prime Minister said “the
indian economy is now rapidiy
integrating into the global mainstream.

i Qur linkages with the major economies of

| the Asia-Pacific are becoming stronger, |

| believe that this coming together would

| enforce developmient, peace, security and

i stability in this region.”

i The wends of the last decade, he said,

| indicated that the new centuty would be

{ dominated by the power of technology

| and a globalised ecorlamic system.

' "I is inevitable that the global socio-

; economic centre of gravity should shift to
Asia_ The Asia-Pacific region bas to

respond creatively to absorb this change

through a web of cooperative

arrangements, which would promote

transition in a stable manper.”
India was a principal player in the
political and security affairs of the region
and did not need any endorsement from
any quarter to qualify for this roie.
“India’s belonging to the Asia-Pacific
comununity is a geographical fact and a
| political reality, It does not require formal
membership of any regional organisation
for its recognition or sustenance.” (India
remains outside the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC] forum as
| weldl as the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)
| process).
i “With China we are engaged in an
| expanding relationship of mutual benefit.
| With Japan we have agreed to launch a
| global partnership into the 21st century.
| The Republic of Korea is a valued trade
| and investment partner. Our strategic

t | partnership with Russia continues {to be)
| strong and vibrant. Qur engagement with
| the US. covers & wide range of bilateral
| and international issues of mutual
| concern,” Mz, Vajpayee said.

India and the ASEAN were poised to
intensify their political and security
dialogue to add a new dimension to a

f mutually bheneficial economic and

| commercial relationship,

| “We grapple with a bewildering array

* of security threats, of which international

|
+
|
!
|
!
|
|
|
i
!
i
r
+
j

»+"'We are a principal player
‘ in Asia-Pacific: PM

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, belng driven In a golf cart around the
Orchid Garden at Singapore's Botanical Gardens on Tuesday. — AP

terrorism has recently thrust itself
dramatically into our consciousness. it
has become crystal-clear to the
international community that terrorism
can be tackled and curbed only with a
global and comprehensive approach,” he
said.

Asia had seven of the 10 world's most
populous countries, the largest standing
armies, four deciared nuclear weapon
States and several missite producing and
exporting states.

“The civilisational and political
diversity of the continent provides
additional volatility. On the one hand, it
has been estimated that in the next 25
years, Asia will account for 57 per cent of
warld GDP. On the other hand, the
economic prablems which first surfaced
in 1997 have tended to recur. The
managetnent of the unpredictable
behaviour of this economy is also a
problem with security implications.”

Mr. Vajpayee argued that there could
be nao effective solution to these problems
within national boundaries,

They would have to be tackled through
a cooperative approach, holistically and
regionally. “But untike other continens
with formatl politico-security couperation
frameworks like OSCE, OAS and 0AD,
Asta does not as yet have a
comprehensive security framework. Such
a copoperative framework {s today
gradually evolving and developing in the
Asia-Pacific. The ASEAN Regional Forum,
with South-East Asia as its nucleus, is
developing into a unique platform for
security dialogue.”

The Prime Minister conceded that
India’s engagemetit with South-East Asia
had heen limited in the first decades of
independence.

“We are conscious that in the first few
decades after our independence, we did
not attain the full promise of vur
relationship. It was a conseguence of the
divergences in our economic ideclogy,
political putlock and security
assumptions, much of which the Cold
War imposed on us. Fortunately, we have
emerged from this straitjacker.”

The current economic slowdown
should lead to more active exploration of
avenues {or generating and meeting
demands on a regional basis, to act as a
cushion against the saturation of external
markets, he said.

“The move towards greater econormic
libheralisation in the ASEAN Free Trade
Area and the ASEAN Investunent Area
reflects this recognition. India seeks a
mutually beneficial paninership in this
endeavour.., It is to promote such
creative inter-linkages that we believe a
rnultilateral dialogue at the summit level
can be very effective.

"India looks forward to the tndia-
ASEAN summit with this perspective, We
value Singapore’s identity of views with
us and deeply appreciate its energetic
espousal of the India-ASEAN dialogue.”

Besides economic cooperation, India
and Singapore could wark together in
combating terrorism, which neither
respected power, nor heeded size, Mr.
Vajpayee said. “Even Singapore's
disciplined and orderly society discovered
this recently,”

“We (Singapore and India) have crucial
stakes in protecting our comraon
commercia| sea lanes, combating piracy,
choking off narco-rrade and curhing gun-
running. We need to tackle this jointly in
a determined manner, through regular
exchange of experience, information and
Inrelligence,” he said.
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~ Fajpayee gets 7
By ARVIND PADMANABHAN [T " LA
PHNOM PENH: Cambuodian
King Norodom Sihanouk has a
way with appeasing a visiiing
dignitary. particularly if he 1s
from India, a country with which |
the ties of this Asian kingdom
date back to over a millennium.

The latest to  ocxpericnce
Sihanouk’s famed hospitudity
was Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayvee. who was i Phnom
Penh and Siem Reap from |
Tuesduy to Thursday as part of
his five-day official tour of this
country and Singapore.

For the banquet thrown in Mr
Vajpavee's honour on Fenh on Wednesday.

Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee is greeted by Cambodian
King Norodom Sihanouk at the royal palace in Phnom

zg s bang 4

24 recounted them L\:fou Mr
Vajpavee, the first Indian Prioe
Mummister o visit this country
since Mr Nchru's 1954 trip.

Calling his visit a historic one,
the King told Mr Vajpavee thin
India and Cumbodia had hnks
that dated back over 1LO¥R) vears,
in an obvious refercnce to the
famed Angkor temples at Siem
Reap which has an interesting
mix of Hinduism and Buddhizm
in the sprawling complex spreil
over 40 square km.

Mr Vajpayec reaprooated by
extending an invitation w ihe
King to visit India. But the i
vear-ofd monarch, while

Wednesday, each item on the elaborate menuw, which included
dems like Kerala prawn curry, peas pilaf (pulac). chicken tikkas
and pakoras, was personally selocted by the king, who tasted the
menu a week ago along with his queen. The chefs were specially
flown in from Singapore for the purpose.

Similar was his hospitality when vice-president Krishan Kant
visited Cambodia last vear. The King had arranged for a seven-
course meal that was tolallv vegetarian, given Mr Kant’s

appreciating the gesture and recalling his visits w India,
declined the invite as he is undergomg treatment for cancer.
L 2 2 J

Monk who showed big men the v

Apart from the Non-Atligned Movement that they co- {(:Lmdu[
a fond link between Jawahartal Nehe and Norodon: Sitanok
was Samdach Vira Bhante, a revered U-vear-old Buddhst

preferences. The accompanying bdnquct

EPORTS

monk, who died at Stockton. California, in
July 1999,

music during the Tndian leaders™ visits wo
were Indian — Hindt film songs like Mera joota hai japant.
King Sihanouk’s efforts did not go in vain for members of the
Indian delegation not only enjoyed the [ood, but also certified
it as the best Indian food they bad tasted outside India.

*be

Nehru remembered
Diespile the ume that has passed since they met last,
Cambodian King Norodom Sihancuk has fond memories of
India’s first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehruo In Fact, he

Dhﬂrmdwara Mabathera, as Bhante was later called, served
as spirituat advisor to the Cambaodian monarch. Besides. during
his long stay in India. he also kept watch at the deathbed of Mr
Nehru, who was an avowed agnostic. Fluent in French amd
Hindi, apart from kalf a dozen languages he had mastered, the
monk was a lawyer and judge in his early days and had given up
the position of being Cambodia’s provinetal governor at the apc
of 40 '

These were the gualities that endeared Tim o bob My
Nehru and King Sthanouk. save

pan O THE TIMES OF NN
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““India to help

/\«V
By Amit Baruah "{9

SIEM (CAMBODIA), APRIL 10, The
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, called on the Cambodian
monarch, King Novodom Siha-
nouk, in Phnom Penh today be-
fore flying to Siem Reap this
evening, from where he will visit
the adjoining Angkor Vat com-
plex tomorrow.

On the second-day of his
three-day visit, Mr. Vajpayee
had a warm discussion with the
King, who recalled the visit of Ja-
waharlal Nehru to Cambodia in
1954 as well as his own visit o
India in 1957. The King — the
fast surviving participant of the
1955 Bandung Conference —-
told the Prime Minister that he
was an admirer of Indian de-
mocracy. “The warmth and af-

restore temple at

fection (during the meeting) was
undeniable,” Mr. Shashank,
Secretary in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, told presspersons.
Mr. Vaipayee also had 4 meeting
with the National Assembly
President, Prince Norodom Ra-
nariddh, one of King Sihanouk’s
sons and a mainline politician.
This renewal of contact at the
highest level with Cambodia is
significant because Phnom
Penh has long pointed to the ab-
sence of high-level visits. There
are no "issues’” between the two
countries, bur a history of long
contacts ~— which have now
been renewed at the level of
Prime Minister.

ACUand PFICCI delegation to-
day signed separate memoran-
dums of  understandings
{MoUs) with the Phnom Penh

A\

W ?
Chamber of Chmimerce, officlals

said. Under the agreement, CII
has agreed to help the Phnom
Penh Chamber with the where-
withal required to run a cham-
ber of commerce. Under the
Mekong-Ganga  Cooperation
MGC) programrme, the Govern-
ment of India will provide seed
money of $ 1 million to setup a
museum of raditional textiles in
Siem Reap.

There is little doubt that the
agreement signed to restore the
Ta Prohm tempile in the Angkor
Vat complex is the most signif-
icant agreement reached during
the Prime Minister’s visit.

Briefing presspersons about
the MoU signed on Tuesday on
restoration and conservation of
Tap Prohm {a temple devoted to
Lord Brahma), Kasturi Gupta

ngkor Vat
-GG feea

i

e

Menon, Director-General, Ar-
chaeological Survey of India,
said the project would be imple-
mented over a period of 12
vears. India had helped restore
the Angkor Vat (main temple}
from 1986-87 1o 1992-93, butieft :
on account of the political cli-
mate in the country at that time. :
"We have been now asked to
take up the Ta Prohm project
which...is a major complex and
originally comprises 50 temples
spread over 100-odd acres of
which oniv 15 are now left
standing,” Ms. Menon said.
"One of the major problems
ofthe temple (complex) is that it
has no drainage system. And,
therefore, there is a very severe
problem of water logging. This is
one of the aspecis which we will

have to tackle first,” she said. j

i |
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b 2| 0 By Amit Baruah 9~ q ’L/&‘f‘-

PHNOM PENH, APRIL 9. The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, who arrived in Phnom Penh on
the second-leg of his foreign tour, held ralks with
the Cambodian Prime Minister, Hun Sen, this
evening, His is the first visit by an Indian Prime
Minister since Jawaharlal Nehru was here way
back in 1954,

Three agreements — one on the conservation
and restoration of the Ta Prohm temple near
Angkor Vat, an air services pact and a third on
visa exemption for diplomaric and official pass-
port holders — were signed in the presence of
the Prime Ministers after the talks.

Indja was willing to send a judge to participate
in a possible tribunal to prosecute the Khmer
Rouge leaders for the genocide in Cambodia, Mr.
Vajpayee said.

The Ta Prohm agreement, under which the
Archaeological Survey of India will take up the
job of conservation and resteration, will entail a
project cost of about Rs, 25 crores over a period
of 10-12 years.

On a $10-million credit line, which has been
under discussion between Cambodia and India
for some time, the [ndian side said the process
for granting; of the credit on thelterms suggested
bv Cambodia had been completed. “The Cam-
bodians will inform india shottly for what pro-
jectis) they would like to use the credit.”

At a joint press conderence along with the
Cambodian Prime Minister, Mr. Vajpavee said

i Cambodia had supported India’s stand on the

Kashmir issue. “We discussed the problem of
terrorism also. We decided that the civilised
world has to fight against terrorism,” he said,
adding that the Cambodian Government was
supportive of a permanent seat for India at the
United Nations., "My discussions with Prime
Minister Hun Sen teday were warm and cordial.
We exchanged views on our excellent political
relationship. We discussed in detail measures to
tap more fully the potential for our economic
cooperatian,” Mr. Vajpayee said. “Prime Minis-

ELadd

ndia, Cambodia

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
being welcomed by his Cambodian
counterpart, Samdech Hun Sen, at

Pachentong International Airport in Phnom

Penh on Tuesday. — FT|

ter Hun Sen and [ agreed that our twe countries
should sustain a regular high-level dialogue, in-
cluding exchanges of visits. I have invited Prime
Mintster Hun Sen to make a state visit to India
and he had kindly accepted the invitation,” Mr.
Vajpayee said.

Asked if there was a deadline for the Cambo-
dian Government to set up a tribunal to trv the
Khmer Rouge offenders, Mr. Hun Sen said the
deadline approach was not appropriate for his
country. A number of countries were still trving
to bring the United Nations round, which had
rejected the idea of setting up a mixed U.N.-
Cambaodian tribunal earlier this year. While there
was no deadline to set up the tribunal, Cambo-
dia could not wait endlessly. Speaking at a ban-
quet hosted by Mr. Hun Sen in his honour, Mr.
Vajpavee said: ~11 is truly inspiring to see that the
killing fields of just a few vears ago have been
transformed into an independent, stable and
peaceful counlyy, confidently playing an active
role in the region and the world.” -

e HINDL)
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Vajpayee, Goh see urgent
- need to crush terrorism

q 4 By Amit Baruah . Q
| SINGAPYRE, APRIL 8. The challenges posed by ter-
{ rorism Was a common theme during the banquet
I"hosted Yor the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, by the Singapore Prime Minister, Goh
Chok Tong, this evening,
i Mr. Goh said, “Since we last met (in January
12000} the world has undergone momentous
changes. The tragic events of September 11 were
. @ watershed for post-Cold War international rela-
{ tions. The common challenge of fighting terror-
. Ism is catalysing geo-political shifts in telations
‘* between major powers. The outcome is not vet
clear."
Unfornmately, both South Asia and South-East
; Asia were all too famillar with the challenges
posed by tercorism and religious extremism, Mr.
| Goh said,
. “These did not suddenly spring into being six
' months ago. Bul recent events now require all of
Us to pay more urgent attention to such threats.

‘this is one reason for even closer cooperation
between India and-86uth-East Asia,” he said.
“The im of Indian civilisation on South-

A East Asia is, of course, ancient and profound. But

the most critical modern manifestation of our ties
is India’s re-engagement with the ASEAN, and
India’s steady involvement in the South-East
Asian regionalism.”

Tetrning the first ever summit meeting be-
tweeen the ASEAN and India as an important mile-
stone, Mr. Goh said: “Singapore is happy to have
played a role in facilitating India’s relations with
the ASEAN. We believe that South-East Asia and
India have much to gain from closer linkages.”

Mr. Vajpayee referred to the discussions he
had with the leaders in Singapore on strategic
environment, political concerns and security
challenges.

“Recent events have dramatically demonstrat-
ed the reach and penetration of international ter-
rorist forces, Societies like ours have to close
ranks against these forces,” he said,

Thanking the Singapore Govermment for its
hospitality, Mr. Vajpayee said, "We particularly
iage-your ready acceptance of the sched-

anges in this visit.” (Mr. Vajpayee’s visit
ostponed twice before.)

f
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WHY CAN'T WE DO LIKE SINGAPORE?

Gujarat events ‘painful’ but

won’t hit investments:
gl q

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, APRIL 8. The commu-
nal incidents in Gujarat are a
“very painful event” but these
wauld pot have any impact on
India’s investment climate, the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, said today.

Addressing members of the
Indian community at a recep-
tion here, Mr. Vajpayee said
that India wanted to advance
rapidly, but sometimes “in be-
tween' an incident took place
causing concern.

“Gujarat ke bare me aap ba-
hut padthe honge. Badi dukhdai
ghatna thi. (You must have read
about Gujarat. It was a very
painful event),” the Prime Min-
ister said in Hindi.

Clearly, while the Prime Min-
ister was grappling with foreign
policy issues in Singapore, his
mind was focussed on develop-
ments back home. He specifi-
cally referred to the aitack on
journalists in Gufarat on Sun-
day, but described it as a
“small'” incident. The situation
in Gujarat was now under con-
trol, but he asked why such
events should take place at all.
“We need to think deeply about
this,” he said.

ThePri}e-Minister said that

Y-

(-t

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, with his Singapore
counterpart, Goh Chok Tong, before their meeting on
Monday.— AP

[ndia. as the world’s largest de-
mocracy, a democracy that in-
spired progress and respecr for
human values, also faced diffi-
culties. These difficulties had to
be overcome.

“Gujarat ke sthiti par ab ka-
koo pa liva gayva hai. Lekin kal
vahan patrakaron kg lekar koi

Joint group to study
economic ties

ghatna ho gayi (The situation in
Gujarat has now been hrought
under control. But yesterday
{on Sunday), there was sone in-
cident relating to journalists},”
Mr. Vajpayee said.

“lournalists report the news
about others, but now they are
becoming  the npews them-

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, APRIL 8. India and Singapore today
agreed to set up a foint study group {J5G) to
consider a Comprehensive Economic Agree-
ment. The announcement came after a meet-
ing between the visiting Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, and his Singapore counter-
pari, Goh Chok Tong,

The group, to comprise both officials and
business representatives and to be set up with-
in 30 days, is expected to prepare a detailed
report in a year. The Singapore Trade Minister,
George Yeo, said the proposal to set the group
came from Mr. Vajpayee and it was accepted
“gladly” by Mr. Goh.

The grouyp is to look into areas of trade facii-

. itation, customs cooperation, intellectual

property, financial cooperation, among other
things.

During the talks, Mr. Vajpayee thanked Mr.
Goh for the initiative taken by him to push
through an ASEANsIndia summit.

A senjor member of the Prinie Minister s
delegation told this correspondent that terrar-
ism was also discussed by the two. Both agreed
to exchange intelligence information.

Soon after the talks, the two witnessed the
signing of two Molls — one on greater cooper-
ation in the telecom sector and the second in
the field of culture and heritage. As part of the
second MoU, India has loaned Singapore 10
artefacts, including three stone sculptures of
the Chola period. (The 10 artefacis were taken
in the Prime Minister’s #pecial aircraft to Sin-
gapore.)
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selves,” tje Prime Minister said |
in Hindi, hdding quickly thal a
“prabe’ hhd been ordered and '
nne police’ officer removed.

Taking anather view, Mr. Vaj-
payee said that before coming
to the reception he saw on tele-
vision a debate on the pros and
cons of the officer's removal.
"Yeh shavad achcha kam kar ra-
ha tha, is live usko hataya {per-
haps he was doing a good job
that's why he was removed),”
the Prime Minister said abour
the contents of the television
debate. Referring to the inci-
dent involving journalists in
Gujarat (Mr. Vajpavee did noi
use the world attack}, the Prime
Minister told the gathering that
such incidents were small and
had to be seen in the context of
a 100-crore srrong nation, a vast
cournttry with an ancient past. Ail
in all, he said, India was looking
to the future and the country
was moving ahead on the path
of progress.

Asked whether the invest-
ment climate was shaky after
the Gujarat incidents, he said at
the reception that there was “no
difference” as far as the invest-
ment climate was concerned.

The complaints about the in-
vestment  environment  were
old. These related tw time de-
lays, for which it was explained
that the procedures had heen
shortened. “Investrnent ke live
o achcha climate hai (the in-
vestment climate is good). H‘(
said. So the investment climate
has not been affected despite
the killings of so many penple?
Prime Minister: “Uska asur
bhartivon par zada hai {the im-
pact is more on Indians)”.

In his address 1o the Indian |
community, Mr. Vajpayee said
that the progress made by Sin-
gapore was a miracle  This !
made him wonder why India
could not do the same.

This did not mean that India
had not made progress, but it
was slow. india had maintained
its economic growth despite the
economic slowdown that had
affected other countries in the
region,

The country was ending rhe
“yuota-permit raj’” and a new
chapter had been opened in ity

eemie valatjonship.
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‘Vajpayee telis
Singapore: our
investment
climate is OK

W7

INDIA and Singapqrejtoday
signed two Memorand
derstanding (MOU) for cooper-
ation in the telecom and culture
sectors even as Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee said the
Guijarat riots had not affected
India’s investment climate.
The MOU was signed by
minister of Disinvestment Min-
ister Arun Shourie and Singa-
* pore’s acting Minister for Infor-.

mation and Communication
! and the Arts David Lim in the
‘ presence of Vajpayee and his
| Singaporean counterpart Goh
| Chok Tong here. The two coun-
. tries also agreed to set up a Joint

Study Group (JSG) to explore

areas of long-term cooperation
! especially in trade promotion.

Vajpayee, who arrived in the
city state last evening onva three-
day visit, asserted the “painful”

| communal violence in Gujarat
would not affect the foreign in-
vestment climate in India,

AGENCIES
SINGAPQORE, AP

| which, he termed as “good.”-

| “The incidents were more in the

! minds of Indians living abroad.

! Now the situation is under con-
| trol,” be claimed. “a new begin-
ning has been made in several

| areas. We are making efforts
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

.
-tndia, Singapore

sign MOUs %)

+ shorten delays and ease prige-
. dures.” After the signing cere-
¢ mony, Shourie told reporters
, that there was no move in the

“next few months” to privatise
Air India and said it would
carty out “mega irvestments”

in the national flag carrier and |

Indian Airlines to make them
“more  competitive  and
stronger.” Since the September
11 attacks in the United States,

! the airline industry was going

through a bad patch, and the
government did not want to pri-

- vatise Air India now, he added.

Asked about the earlier bid

! by Singapore Airlines to ac-

quire 26 per cent stake in Air
India, Shourie regretted that
the deal did not come through,
saying it was a “great missed
oppaortunity for India.”

TUnder the culture and her-
itige MOU, India handed over
11 artefacts and miniature
paintings including a 12th cen-
tury statue of Vishnu belonging
to the Chola period. New Delhi
also presented Singapore with
over 930 microfiims relating to

" the British era. Yeo said Singa-

pore recognised India’s trade
and economic potential, but re-

. gretied the “political complica-
~ tion” that created obstaclegA
- the way of investments, /
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Nilovk Roy Chaudhury
in Singapore :

April 8. — There is a method in the
efforts to engage Singapore in the
government's overall “Look Bast™
paticy.

Singapore and the rest of the
Asean members have been remark-
ably non-judgemental with Tndia’s
auclear aspirations and did not re-
act except “maturely”, realising i as
a means to check and balance the
other Astan giant, China,

There were resenvalions among
various Aséan nations to nclude fn-
dia in the strategic Asean summit-iev-
el dialogue, fike the ones Asean has
with China, Japan and Korea, though

India husbeen part of the Asean re-
g‘.on}*ﬁiﬁ‘m {ARF) for a decade.

r

et ar s MAR e e

But Singapore Prime Minister Mr
Goh Chok Tong was a prime moves,
managing. along with Cambodian
leaders, o press tor India's inclu-
sion. “Why should all things be hol-
lowed out to Ching,” My Goh said
at regional meetings. “Some of
them should go to ladia.”

“Singapore thioks bigger,” Mr
Goh reportedly said to convinge his
cofleagues. He vrged the Asean to
“Loak West” {to India). The idea is
for the Asean to play a sigaificant
role in bringing together India and
East Asia at the Asean summit fev-
el conferences, such as the one due
inn Cambodia in November,

This is the key strategic thinking
behind much of the active engage-
mert with a pari of the world that has
generally not received as much atten-
tion as Pakistan. the West and China.

™ - g

apore sling for
A India’s strategic aims

Another aspect §s terrorism, Sin-
gapore has sent feelers for a more
comprehensive anti-terrorism
mechanism with [ndia, that incindes
sharing Intelligence information.

Addressing the banquet in Mr
Vajpavee's honour, Mr Goh said:
“The common challenge (since 11
September ) of fighting terrorism is
catalysing geo-political shifts in re-
lations between the major powers.”
He categorised both South Asia and
South-east Asia as areas “ajl too fa-
miliar with the challenges poses by
terrorism and militant religious fun-
damentalism.”.

Mr Vajpayee discussed the marter
with Mr Goh earlier in the day,
stressing the need for joint action to
cutly terrorism.

Culture on PM platter: page/é
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By Amit Baruah

! SINGAPORE, APRIL 7. The Prime
i Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,

arrived here today on the first-
leg of his two-nation tour which
includes Cambodia as well.

The Prime Minister, who was
received at the airport by Singa-
pore’s Acting Minister for Infor-
mation, Communication and
the Arts, David Lim, will be ac-
corded an official welcome to-
MOITOW Moming.

Mr.  Vajpayee’s  current
South-East Asia tour is his third

| visit to this part of the world in

less than two vears — he toured
Vietnam and Indonesia in Janu-
ary 2001 and paid a stand-alone
visit to Malaysia in May the
same year.

“My visit to Singapore and
Cambodia is a reflection of In-
dia’s sharpened focus on the
Association of South East Asian

i Nations and the Asia-Pacific re-

gion.

The importance which we at-
tach to political and econormic
engagement with this region
will be again underlined at the

¢ India-ASEAN summit meeting

later this year,” Mr. Vajpayee
said in a statement on his visits
te Singapore and Cambodia.
With his tours of the two
countries, Mr. Vajpayee would

PM in Singapore, reiterates

focus on ASEAN ' ¢oter

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, with David T.E.

Lm, Acting Minister for Information, Communication and

Arts, on his arrival at the Changl International Alrport in
Singapore on Sunday.— PTi

have covered five of the 10
ASEAN countries. The intense
engagement with South-East
Asia also saw the recent visit of
the Indonesian  President,
Megawati Sukarnoputri, to In-
dia, and two visits in quick suc-
cession by Thailand's Prime
Minister, Thaksin Shinawatra,
“The visit will provide the op-
portunity to review and streng-
then India’s excellent relations
with these two countries in the
bilateral context, as well as

within ASEAN,” Mr. Vajpayvee
said.

“With Singapore, our strong
potitical and economic rela-
tions have been strengihened
by regular high-level exchanges
and diversifying economic, sci-
entific and technical coopera-
tion... I hope to discuss the
entire range of issues of bilater-
al and regional concern with the
Prime Minister, Goh Chok
Tong, and other members of the
Singapore leadership. [ will

have the opportunity to interact
with a broad cross-section of
business and industry represen-
tatives of Singapore.”

Beferring to Cambodia, Mr.
Vajpayee said talks would be
held with the King, Nordom Si-
hanouk, and the Prime Minis-
ter, Hun Sen, to “strengthen
political dialogue on bilateral
and regional matters to revital-
ise economic cooperation and

"intensify our spiritual and cul-

tural affinities.

“With Cambodia, we will re-
new our traditional historical
links which have been enriched
in the post-independence era
by our common metnbership of
the Non-Aligned Movement
and our similarity of cutlook on
a number of global issues.”

There is little doubt that India
has managed to draw the inter-
est of South-East Asia.

Its success in the field of in-
formation technology and the
possibilities of doing business
in India have interested the
South-East  Asian  nations,
among which Singapore is the
definite leader.

As Mr. Vajpayee will find out,
several countries in the region
pride themselves on stability of
governance — an area in which
they remain concerned about
India,

pop
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| / PUSH TO LOOK-EAST POLICY
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Road to Bangkok

A
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By C. RajaMohan
YANGON, APRIL 6. The External Af-
fairs Minister, Jaswant Singh,
wrapped up his nine-day, four-
nation Asian tour by bagging a
landmark project that will con-
nect India by road to Thailand
via Myanmar in about two
years.
- At a meeting of their Foreign
Ministers here today, the three
nations expressed their collec-
tive political resolve to create a
transport corridor linking the
three nations and develop other
common infrastructure
projects.

The road will dramatically in-
crease external connectivity to
the India's North-East and
eventualty give the country ac-
cess to the South China Sea. The
corridor will mun from Moreh in
Manipur ro the ancient city of
Bagan in central Myanmar and
join Thailand at Mae Sot.

The 1.400-km corridor run-
ning through Myanmar and
linking India and thailand is ex-
pected to be completed within
18 10 24 months, the Ministers
said at the end of their confer-

two years

ence. 1t is expected to bring sub-
stance and synergy to India's
“Look East” policy and the
“Look West” initiative of
Thailand.

Speaking to reporters after
the meeting, Mri. Singh ex-
pressed “‘complete satisfaction™
at the decision and said the
“past immobility” in [ndia’s ef-
forts to gain physical connectiv-
ity with its neighbours “has
come to an end’. “There are
times when small events mark
great beginnings,” Mr. Singh
had told the plenary session of
the Ministers earlier.

The incipient strategic coop-
eration between India, Thailand
and Myanmar will not be limnit-
ed to the land corridor but
would also involve other pro-
fects such as a deep sea port at
Dawei in Myanmar that could
serve all the three countries,

Asked by a Western reporter
if the project was aimed at
countering the Chinese eco-
nomic influence in Myanmar,
Mr. Singh said, "India’s rela-
tions with Myanmar should not
be seen from the prism of any
third party” and pointed to his

*
2
3

5

2
rectént productive visit to China.

Speed has never been the
hallmark of Indian foreign pol-
icy. In that contexl. the rapid
evolution of the trilateral initia-
tive has surprised observers.

The idea of a highway linking
the three rountries first came
up during the visit of the Thai
Prime Minister, Thaksin Shina-
watrd, to India last November.

The three Ministers agreed
today to sct up two task forces
to examine technical issues and
financing. The task forces will
meet in May and the three Min-
isters will review the progress in
July.

Many stretches ot the pro-
posed transport corridor  al-
ready exist. Some of them need
to be strengthened and a few
gaps will have to be plugged by
building new roads.

The Fareign Minister of Thai-
land, Surakiart Sathirathai, said
there should be little difficulty
in raising finances for the pro-
ject, despite the parlous eco-
nomic condition of Myanmar
and the international sanctions
imposed by mapy” countries
against it.

SR A o
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Trilaterat move for
transport corridor

g W\ By C. Raja Mohan SC}’ -

| YanGoN, ApRIL 5\india, Thailand and Myanmar are all sef to lannch
| a uilateral politidg) initiative here tomorrow 1o create a Jand bridge
[ between the subXontinent and South-East Asia. The External Af- |
| fairs Minister, JasWant Singh, arrived here today along with his |
| Thai counterpart, Syrakiart Sathirathai, to launch the formal teitat- |
eral talks tamorrow) i
' The trilateral inidative aims to build an East-West transport |
 corridor that will kink India and Thailand through Myanmar. For- |
! eign Ministers from the three countries are expected to unveil the |
i broad concept of a transport corridor that will link the three coun- |
f

|
!
f
|
|

tries.

The idea is to review the current state of the road network on the ;
| ground and plug the gaps in the transport corridor. Once the
| concept is finalised, the three sides will have to find ways to fi-
| nance the project. With Myanmar under international sanctions,
| there are questions about the ability to draw funds from the in-
| ternationat lending agencies like the Asian Development Bank.
{ The gaps in the corridor are all in Myanmar,

i The uilateral initiative comes amidst an upswing in India’s rela-
j tions with both Myanmar and Thailand. Today, Mr. Singh called
| on the top leaders

j  ofboth the countries before the launch of the trilateral initiative,
| Immediately after his arrival here this afternoon, Mr. Singh
!
|

called on Lt. Gen. Khin Nyunt, who ranks third in the military
leadership governing Myanmar, Lt. Gen. Khin Nyunt is the Secre-
[ tary-I of the ruling State Peace and Development Council and will
l address the trilateral conference tomorrow. *
l A spokesperson of the Indian Foreign Office described Mr. j
. Singh's talks with the Myanmar teader as “productive and forward- ’
! looking”. Mr. Singh called the proposed corridor as not just an
D infrastructure project, “but a political one that sends a message o
! the whole of Asia”. M. Singh suggested that the three countries
{ demanstrate the capacity to complete the project quickly within 18 |
f months. i
f Barlier in the day. before departing Bangkok, Mr, Singh et the |
| Prime Minister, Thaksin Shinawatra, who was nursing an illness. In
| receiving the Indian Foreign Minister despite his haspitalisation,
| Mr. Thaksin is once again signalling his extraordinary enthusiasm |
| for building 2 new relationship with India. The Prime Minister, Atal |
{ Behari Vajpayee, is atso expecréd to stopover hereéxt week on his |
1 way to Cambodia. /é
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PM going to Singapore tomorrow

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, APRIL 5, The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, is scheduled to start his
twice-postponed visit to this city state on
Sunday evening, with his formal meetings
taking place from Monday.

Mr. Vajpayee was to have first stopped in
Singapore en route to the Commonwealth
summit last year, but that meefing itself
was rescheduled. And, then, after schedul-
ing the visit again from April 7-9, New Delhi
asked for a postponement in view of the
Gujarat crisis.

Mr. Vajpavee will be here on Sunday for
the first-leg of his foreign tour which takes
him to Phnom Penh on Tuesday and then
to the waorld famous temple of Angkor Vat
on Wednesday before flying home on
Thursday.

Politically, Singapore and Cambeodia are
close partners of India, with both countries
pushing hard for summit-level interaction
between ASEAN and India scheduled in
Phnom Penh in November this vear.

The Singapore Prime Minister, Goh Chok
Tong, personally pushed the case for an
ASEAN-India summit meeting at the
ASEAN summit in Singapore in 2000. Final-
ly, the proposal materialised at the ASEAN
summit meeting in Brunei in November
200tL.

The Sin;apore—lndia trade relationship

managed to weather the recession in the
island nation in 2001, even managing to
grow marginally by 3.22 per cent. The total
value of the trade between the two coun-
tries in 2001 stood at $$6.88 billion while
the figure for 2000 was 5%6.66 billion.

Interestingly, this marginal year-on-year
increase took place al a time when Singa-
pore’s total external trade contracted by 9.4
per cent in 2001 over 2000. The trade and
economic relationship that is at the heart of
the growing ties between the two counitries
is likely to figure in the discussions between
the two Prime Ministers on Monday.

An agreement in the telecommunica-
tions sector is expected apart from progress
in the general economic relationship be-
tween the two countries.

Given the fact that Singapore has signed
free trade agreements with major trading
nations, the possibility of deepening the
trade relationship between the two coun-
tries will be on the agenda.

Singapore business has a good under-
standing of the trends in the Indian econo-
my. There has been considerable focus on
the southemn Indian States, which are

known to be better administered and able

but also the link between [ndia and China,”
Mr. George Abraham, executive director of
the Singapore-Indian Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (SICCI), told this
correspondent,

While Mr. Vajpayee will be the first Prime
Minister to visit Singapore since P.V. Nara-
simha Rao in 1994, high-level contacts be-
tween the two countries have continued.
Goh Chok Tong paid a successful visit to
India in 2000.

There has been a regular exchange of vis-

its at the Ministerial level apart from the |

visit by the President, K.R. Narayanan, in
2000, An invitation has also been extendec
to the Singapore President, $.R. Nathan, to
visit India.

Mr. Vajpavee will call on Mr. Nathan
apart from having discussions with the se-
nior Minister, Lee Kuan Yew. On Monday
evening, the two Prime Ministers are sched-
uled to attend a Singapore-india Business
Forum session as well.

On Tuesday, the Prime Minister has been

invited to deliver the 21st Singapore Lec- |

ture, an honour that was extended o Mr,
Rao as well in 1994 where the then Prime
Minister put forth India’s “Look East” pol-
icy.

Organised by the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies, Mr. Vajpayee's lect
tled “India’s Perspectives on
the Asia-Pacific Region”.
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Bv C. Ra]a Mohan

BANGKOK, APRIL 4. The External
Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh,
arrived here tonight on his way
to Yangon where India, Thai-
land and Myanmar will work out
plans over the weekend to ex-
pand road links between the
" subcontinent and South East
Asia.

During his brief halt here, Mr.
Singh will meet the Foreign
Minister of Thailand, Surakiart
Sathirathai, and review the pro-
gress in bilateral relations and
prepare for the trilateral meet-
ing with Myanmar in Yangon on
Saturday.

India’s eagerness to link its re-

the world has met withlegual en-
thusiasm from Thailand, which
is looking at an East-West high-
way that will link the country to
Myanmar and India to the West
and Indo-China to the East.
Once the physical linkages
are in place the three Govern-
ments will have to work out har-
monist customs and other
procedures to faciiitate trade
and transport across the new
land bridge between India and
South East Asia. India's new em-
phasis on building transport
corridors to South East Asia was
undeyrscored today when the
first flight of Air India from Gu-
wahati amrived in Bangkok ar-
rived minutes before Mr. Singh

mote North Eastern region with

By C. Raja Mohan

{ BANGKOK, APRIL 4. As he arrives in Thailand
and heads {or Myanmar on the final leg of
the Asian tour, the External Affairs Minister.
Jaswant Singh, is all set to push [ndia firmly
into the Great Game that is unfolding in

" India's Eastern neighbourhood.

The Great Game in the East remains ob-
scure in comparison to the one in Afghan-
istan and Central Asja that has drawn
popular attention. But the geopolitical dy-
namic in the East is far more important
than the replay of the original Great Game
1o India's North-West.

In Central Asia and Afghanistan, India's
ability to play directly in the Great Game
has been constrained by lack of physical
access to the region, In the East, India's
challenge is to create road and rail links 1o
South-East Asia throngh Myanmar.

Unlike in the North-West, Mr. Singh’s
power play in the East is as much about
internal economic development as it is
about foreign policy. The heart of India's
Great Game in the East is to remove the
physical constraints on the commercial de-
velopment of India’s remote North-East.

If the Partition constrained India's access
| to its notth-eastern region, insular eco-
] nomic policies did not allow the consid-

eration of options to link the North-East 1o
.the outside world, And when Myanmar

pulled the bamboo curtain down four dec-

‘ ades ago, there was no way of connecting
. North-East to its neaghbourmg regions in

—_— -

landed here.

South-East Asia.

But that is the sad past. With all the econ-
omies in the region now opening up, it has
become an imperative and an opportunity
to integrate markets through road and rail
links. As it hopes to connect with the rest of
the world, India’s North-East has a chance
to breathe and think about rapid economic
advancemert.

K
The Great Game in the Fast, too, is about
creating access and physical connectivicy.
Afghanistan and Central Asia — all land-
locked and some of them doubly so — are

ROAD AND RIVALS

desperate to gain access to ports, not just in
warm waters but anywhere,

In the East, no country is land-Jocked ex-
cept Cambedia and Laos. But each one has
remote regions that do not have guick and
easy physical access — India’s North-Fast
shares the problem with China's South-
West, Myanmar's North and its bordering
regions in Thailand. Now all of them want
to build highways that cut across national
borders and connect their respective re-
mote regions.

If you ate talking about highways, caf oil
and gas pipelines be far behind? Like in the
North-West, there are many proposais to
build natural gas pipelines in the Fast to
link up India, the biggest market for natural
gas, with the sources of sup ply in India’s

5

The ‘Great Game’ in the East

North-East, Bangladesh and Myanmar.
Thailand and Myanmar already have a
pipeline connecting them,

When you think of pipelines in Central
Asia and Afghanistan, you inevitably think
of the American energy company, Unocal,
that tried to ship natural gas trom Turk-
menistan to the subcontinent through Tali-
ban’s Afghanistan.

The spirit of adventure and a willingness

to confront political risks has always heen
the hallmark of American ol companies.
No one represented that spirit more than
Unocal. Itis no surprise then to find Unocal
already well entrenched in the Bast and
looking for mare.
Who are the big powers trying to shape the
Great Game in the East? China and India.
Many analysts have found it tempting to
describe the Indian and Chinese politcal
and economic activity in South-Fast Asia as
being directed at the other. Their stepped
up etforts tc “ild roads and transport cor-
ridors through Myanmar are already being
called a renewal of rivalry between the two
Asian giants.

But not necessarily. A healthy economic
competition between India and China to
integrate the region and promote economic
interdependence could in fact trn out to
be a non-zero sum game.

The remaote regions of India and China as
well as the smaller countries in South-East
Asia could all grow prosperous by linking

‘aether.



/ MEGAWATI VISIT/ FOCUS ON ENERGY AND SECURITY

49 » India, Indonesia anchor
| new partnership '

"

6%
By At Aneja

NEW DELHI, APRIL 3.5haring common strate-
gic perceptions, India and Indonesia today
i spught to define a durable partnership in
the fields of energy
cournter-terrarism.
' Rolling out the red carpet before the vis-
‘ iting Indonesian President, Megawati Su-
| karnoputri, India today said that its
relationship with Indonesia was the key to
f its larger engagement with the ASEAN
i grouping, the anchor of stability and
growth in South-East Asia. Declaring the
I centrality of Indonesia in the ndo-ASEAN
equation, the President, KR Narayanan, at
a banquet held in honour of the visiting
dignitary said, “ASEAN-India relations can
mature only when India has, goodwill
and co-operation of ASEAN'sf est mem-
i ber-country.”
| Ms. Sukarnoputri held talks with the
I Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpavee, later
in the evening. India allayed fears in Jakarta
by publicly rejecting forces of secession in
Indanesia. “India fully supports the unity,

E‘fi’, Apo e

security  and,

territorial integrity and sovereignty of In-
donesia,” Mr. Narayanan said. This formu-
lation assumes importance as concern has
been expressed in Indonesia about the pos-
sibility of rebels in the vicinity of the coun-
try’s energy hub of Aceh finding support in
India. Aceh is 45 km off the Nicobar islands.

Both countries have expressed support:
for democracy and rejected terrorism in all
forms. India, especially, has been of the
view that terrorism cannot be justified on
any basis, including "freedom struggles.”
Endorsing such a perception, Ms. Sukarno-
putri, in an address at the Rajiv Gandhi
foundation this evening, said, “whatever
the reason is, we cannot justify a terrorist
act, let alone accept it.""

Analysts say that Indonesia’s views on
terrorism assume special importance. In-
donesia, they point out, is the largest I1slam-
ic nation in the world. Its endorsement of
the principles of democracy, tolerance and
pluralism and condemnation of terrotism
can seriously discourage the rise of extre-
mistn not only within Tndeonesia but also in

ey AN

A

major geographical zones acrofs the globe.

Building on their common] intellectual
foundation on nation-building, India and
Indonesia are looking at co-operation in
the sphere of energy. According to Govern-
ment sources, India is studying the possi-
bility of acquirihg natural gas from
Indonesia across an under-sea pipeline
from Aceh to the Nicobar islands. Address-
ing a joint meeting sponsored by the FICCI
and the CII, Ms. Sukarnoputri said Indone-
sia would be keen to supply oil and gas to
India. Indonesia is also looking at tie-ups in
the information technology and railway
sectors.

Sources point out that India’s future rela-
tionship with Indonesia is likely to be based
on a common understanding of the rapidly
evolving geo-political situation in South-
East Asia. Not surprisingly, India has al-
ready consulted Indonesia about its deci-
sion to undertake joint patrolling of the
Malacca straits with U5,

Ms. Sukarnoputri has also recently vis-
ited the U.S. where this topic was reported-
Iy discussed.

A



~~Ministers
depart,
Megawatin )
4 arrives

v April [. — Neither the foreign
minister ner his minister of state
were present in the Capital to-
day to receive Indonesian Presi-

ent Mrs Megawati Soekarno-
utri. Mr Jaswang Singh is in the
-y East, while Mr Omar Abdul-
ah is visiting 1ran. 5t
At a time when South Biock is
trying to “look east”, the absence
of either of the two ministers duf-
ing an official visit by the Head of
Suate of the largest Islamic nation,
and a founder-member of Asean,
was indeed “curious”, officials
said. Particularly when Mrs Meg-
awati’s visit has been in the pipe-
line for quite some time now.
1t is unclear what brought
things to such a pass i the MEA
—- especially after the setback to
the NDA povernment's image
following events in Gujarat —
with both ministers absent for
such a key visit. Officials, however,
called it “a failure of authority”.
Shortly after ber artival this al-
ternoon, Mrs Megawati (54) and
husband Mr Taufig Kiemas [eft
for a private- visit to a retreat
owned by family friends, the Tha-
pars, in Rishikesh. After her re-
turn to Delhi tomorrow, she will
meet another family friend, Biju
Patnaik’s widow. j
The officia} leg of her visit be-
gins on Wednesday, with a cere-
monial reception at Rashtrapati
Bhavan and talks with the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister.
Later today, the President was
received at Dehra Dun airport by

chief minister Mr ND Tiwari./
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By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, MARCH 28. "No, you
must come.” That's what 1he
“Cambodian Foreign  Midisier,
Ylor Mamhang, sald 1o the
LPrime Minister, Alal Behiard Vaj-
Uipayee, earlier this manth in
JINew Delhi after 'hnom Penh
Fyas told that he could not visi
Weambodia - from  Apit &
"l onwards.
M The Printe Minister conseir-
Y ed. With the situation fn Gojaat
IN apparently easing and (he Can-
hpdians insisting that hee gro
alhiead with the wvislt, Mr. Vaj-
‘pavee said that ho would, on the
dates agrend 1o earller,

The Singaporeans were then
asked whether it would Le con-
~venient if Mr. Vajpayee stuck tn

his earlier schedule - of 1our-
ing the istand nation from Apri
7 10 4. They said yes.

A< o consequence, the lour

d

~ovaR M2

29 WAk AW

that was oflis naw on. Given the
hectic engagement with South
Past Asia, the Prime Minisier’s
eatlicr decision to cangel (he
visit ditln't send min the right
sigmls.

It is a region to which there
have been frequent travels in
the Tasl two years, Wih Mr
Namhopmg cavrying a formal in-
vitatian to the first-over ASEANS
India suminii seheduled for No-
vember in Phnom Penli the
Irime Minister possibly wonld
have found it difficull 1o say no.

Griven the Tact that 1he pedi
adicity and comtent af  the
ASEAN-India cunvil is still an
open issne, the Cambodlan role
b determining the rourse af the
summit meeting will he impor
tand. At a meeting belween se
nior ASEFAN and Indian offiviale
varlier  this week  in Kualz
tampur, New Dethio sigiadled
that Soirth-East Asia was an hin

“-o+. PM to visit Cambodia,
- " Singapore as scheduled -

prtant region for India, (The
meeting ook place in Kosls
Lampnr since Malaysia is the
rounhy conrdinator for hnedia in
ASEAN].

P their pant, several Poreipn
Ministry afficials told their Todi-
an counterparts thal they were
eitremely upbeat about the
siminit interpction, which was
aetrounced at the ASFAN s
mit in honei in Navember
2000, They said an ASEAN Tndia
sUrmiil was  necessay ol
would lead ta a balanee in ihe
relatinnship ASREAN
antl the ather hip three in Az

.('jhfq:u fapan ad South Ke
tos - all of them major veo
notnic pawerhinges

The possibitity of mare s
ness eontacls was siresced b
the Indian side, with a top FICCL
alfetal, Avail Mitra, giving apre

hetveeen

Csentation ta the ASEAN senior

official= on (he Indian econonny.

;i
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e
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It wonld appear tha the deci
sion on whetber the Aspas] i
i sumimt waenid e held dnee
ayear ar opee in (wo o vears
waonfd be takepn when the Heads
af  Coverminent pather i
Mhnom Penhin Movenyhe:
ois alsn clear that the “ose
vilue ™ ol I,l‘u‘.si.nmnli! 1o heth in
dia el ASHAN woald he con-
tained s Al romd growth i
ceonomic tes Between thie oo
entities: Sinee the opne ackiewe
ment of the ASEAT «anmi in
Bomei wag the decision tn foepe
A ASEAN O hina e trade gren
(FEAY o the pext 1y it s
evidlent that Indba, too, mast he
siftictently attractive in oo
noinge terins to Sonth fueer Sein
[I‘II(‘I(“ni:igl\’. hail Singagore
and CamBndia have heen at the

forefzont ol convineing the

CASEAT ‘maembeas (hatl the idea
ol st meeting with faadia

wirs o gamd one,
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By Our Speckal Correspondent

CHENNAI, MAR 15. Indian in-
dustry and ekporters should
suggest the right option “quick-
Iy for dealing with the emerg-
ing market realities in Southeast
Asia, to protect and expand [n-
dia's share in irade with the
ASEAN region as also in China,
the Adviser (Economic) to the
Commerce Ministry, H. A C.
Prasad, said here today.

The options included going
in for free trade agreements
{FTAs) with one or more mem-
bers of the eight-nation ASEAN
and setting up veniures in
ASEAN o take advantage of the
full-tledged implementation of
the ASEAN Free Trade Area (Al
TA; by this vear-end and at-
rracting ASEAN investments in
India’s specizl econamic zanes
(§LZs), especialiy in the hard-
ware sector, to complement In-
dia’s strengths in software, Dr,
Prasad said.

Addressing a  seminar on
“Emerging business opportuni-
ties in Scutheast Asia,” orga-
nised by the India-ASEAN-5ni
Lanka Chamber of Commerce
Chennai, Dr. Prasad deciined to

_‘_.__4—‘—"—'—9
o

ASEAN REGION / EXPANDING TRADE

advocate any one of these op-
tions, and said whatever deci-
sions were taken should aim at
maximising benefits for India,
even while accommodating the
priorities of ASEAN member-
countries.

Such benefits could bhe in
terms of pratection/expansion
of India’s share in rade and
competitiveness of Indian prod-
ugts and opportunities in the
services sector like information

technology (T tourlsm and
employment of Indian
professionals.

Dr. Prasad said that from this
vedr, a substantial portion of in-
tra-ASEAN trade would be cov-
ered by the AFTA's inciusive list,
cligible to a duty of zero to 5 per
cent within the region. This
wouid affect the competitive-
ness aof certain iwms in India’s
export busker. featuring in the
220 thrust products identified in
the medium term export strate-
gy unveiled recently by the
Government.

The impact of AFTA would
fall oo indian exports not only
to the ASEAN member-coun-
fries bur also 1o other destina-
tions such as the U.S., Europe

and Japan. If ASEAN entered in-
10 an FTA with Chinga, and if the
FTAA (Free Trade Agreement of
the Americas. led by the 1.5
and Canada and covering North
and South America) also be-
came a reality, [ndia's global ex-
ports would further suffer.

However, FTAs with ASEAN
members would require India
1o lower ity tariff burriers at a
time when noi much scope ex-
isted for further lowering of
ASVAN tariffs in respanse.

But FTAs as also the AFTA op-
rion (by investment) could be
used 1o take advantage not only
of the market opening within
the region, but also overcoming
non-tariff  barriers  (N'TBs).
ASEAN member-countries’
NTBs on Indian products at
preseni included sanitary and
phytosanitary  standards  for
meat, rice and egg powder de-
spite the fulfilment of interna-
tional  standards by Indian
exports,

The Adviser said Singapore
was keen on an FTA with India,
but [ndia would have to consid-
er its benefirs in return, passibly
in terms of deploviment within
India as also cross-border
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Options before India .;~""

movement of <killed Indians in
sectors such as !I aotechiol-
ogyv, Wourisin, cnginecring coe-
sultancy and speciaiity haspital
care,

India should aiso try to in-
doce ASFAN member-5tates to
become allies in trade negotia-
tions in the WTO in return for
special arrangements like FTAs
and mutual investmuent flows,
Dr. Prasad saicd.

K. Ramachandran, former ex-
ecurive director. Askin Develop-
ment Bank (ADB). highlighted
the paiential for Indian consul-
tancy in executing multilarerally
funded developiment prajects in
the  fess deveioped among
ASEAN  member-Siaics ke
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.

K. Pandia Rajan, Managing
Director, Ma l'oi Consultants
said the potential tfor use of In-
dian skill sets in a range of 1ech-
nologies and professions in the
ASEAN region as also clsewhere
had been neglected as a result
of the negative outlook on ex-
patriates as representing “brain
drain,” and these were in fact
the "unsung heroes ™ in India’s
foreign trade and bulance of
payvments position.
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India, ASEAN to
wmqj out modalities
w5 for summit

y K.K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15. The maodal-
iries for|the India-ASEAN supi-
mit, the first of its kind, will soon
be wurkkd out by senior ofticials
from the two sides in Kuala
fumpur. The decision in princi-
ple, to upgrade the present dia-
logue partnership was faken in
November last after protracied
exchanges spread over months.

The next ASEAN summit is
due to be held in Cambodia in
November, and that will becomne
the occasion for the upgraded
dialogue with India. It wiil mark
the culmination of a progress,
that began with cooperation at a
lower level, and was raised step
by step. It is seen as & happy au-
gury for the promotion of eco-
nomic tles, apart from hetter
understanding of each other's
concerns on political issues.

[t could pave the way for free
trade between India and ASEAN,
thus giving a boost to economic
relationship. Proposals for (n-
dia's free trade with Singapure
and Thailand have already been
worked out through bilatera) ne-
potiations. When implemented,
this could facilitate extension to
the entire grouping. Within it-
self, ASEAN has embarked on the
free trade arrangement, AFTA,
from January. Another signifi-
cant feature of the proposed en-
hancement of cooperation is

New Delhi's decision 1o give
shape to the science and tech-
nology vision 2020 {India and
ASEAN). which will be dove-
tailed into the vision 2020, for In-
dia, prepared by the country's
top scientists under the leader-
ship of Abdul Kalam.

Already, New Defhi has plans
to set up bio-technology projects
in Sauth-East Asia, {ndia has also
offered help in the ASEAN Inte-
gration Initiative, seeking 10
weld the economics of the old
and new members and in the
teaching of English language.
The India-ASEAN cooperatian
fund of two million dollars will
come handy for cooperative ef-
forts.

The enhanced relationship
with the grouping will be useful,
it is felt, for deeper coordination
in meeting the challenge of ter-
rorisin and trans-national crime.
The navies of the two sides could
strengthen exchanges for mari-
time security in the region — for
which India’s role is regarded
crucial by the U.5. and other im-
portant world powers,

The significance of India's po-
litical relationship with ASEAN
will be clear when it is realised
that India has a 1600-km border
with Myanmar and that Indone-
sia {s only 60 km away from the
last isfand in the Nicobar-Anda-

man area, /
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Vletnam delegatlon
arrlves to enhance

9/‘ tles with India | |
By Atul Aneja 9’\»9% W MJ,J

NEW DELHI, MARCH 17. Vietnam's Vice-President, Nguyen Thi Binh,
arrived herq today to look at ways to enhance cooperation with
India in the \energy, tourism and transportation sectors.

Ms, Nguyen is leading a high-level delegation that includes the
Minister for Agriculture as well as the Deputy Ministers for Foreign
Trade, Industry, Transport and Petroleum, A 40-member business
delegation is also accompanying her.

India sees the visit as another opportunity to enharnce ties with
the ASEAN countries. Ms. Nguyen’s visit was preceded by high-
tevel exchanges with Thailand and Cambodia.

The External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, will visit countries
in the Asia-Pacific region soon and his itinerary is likely to include
Myanmar, China and South Korea. Vietnam and Cambodia are
part of the Mekong-Ganga initiative that envisages closer physical
and economic links between India and countries in the Mekong
delta.

“A decision has been taken to build a close relationship with
India, and construction of transport links is likely to engage us in
the future,” Vietnam's Ambassador to India, Pham Sy Tam, told
The Hindu. He pointed out that at present, a land route to Vietnam
from India through Nepal and China existed. But another route
through Myanmar was also possible.

India, Mr. Pham said, had connected a highway passing through
Manipur to a location close to Mandalay, in Myanmar. In case the
road was extended to Vietnam, another land corridor from India to
Hanoi woudd open up. The question of new transport links is
expected to be taken up in detail during the coming meeting of the
Indo-Vietnam Joint Commission,

India and Vietnam, during Ms. Nguyen's stay, are expected to
discuss further cooperation in the oil and gas sector. The ONGC
{Videsh) has invested $380 million for a gas pipeline from fields in
Lantay and Lando in southern Vietnam. India is also negotiating
purchases of Vietnam’s crude. However, Governiment sources here
pointed out that there were some technical hitches as the Chennai
refinery alone could process the relatively “heavy” Vietnamese
crude.

Development of tourism is another focal area of Ms, Nguven's
visit. Aware of the large Indian tourist flow into Singapore and
Thailand, Vietnam is making a conscious effort to tap some of this
traffic. Arrangements are being planned that would encourage
“pilgrim tourists” from Vietnam to Buddhist sites in India.

Analysts here point our that India’s decision to forge close links
with South-East Asian countries is partly driven by China's recent
efforts to consolidate its influence in the region. India’s backing to
the Mekong-Ganga plan is seen here as a response to China's
Kunming initiative.

With Kunming, the capital of Yunan province as the hub, China
is drawing new communication and economic linkages with coun-
tries straddling the Mekong basin. It is also planning to expand its
reach by sending goods along My#nmai’s [rrawady river that emp-
ties into the Bay of Bengal.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JaAN, 22. The Union Cabinet today decided
to sign and ratify an extradition treaty with Mataysia,
which it hopes could help clear legal hurdles in the
early extradition of Ottavio Quattrocchi, prime ac-
cused in the Bofors case.

Declining to comment on whether the treaty was
proposed in the con{ext of Mr. Quattrocchi’s exira-
dition, the Government spokesperson said any per-
son accused or convicted of an extraditable offence
could be extradited under the proposed treaty.

Any offence punishable with imprisonment for a
period of more than a vear would be an extraditable
offence. Even an attempt or a conspiracy (o commit
such an offence or even abetment to the commis-
sion of such an offence would be considered exirad-
itable. Offences of fiscal character would also be
extraditable offences.

The extradition could be sought irrespective of
whether the offence was committed before or after
the treaty came into force.

The Cabinet also cleared a special scheme (o en-
courage States to undertake reforms in the irrigation
sector hy providing them loans on liberal terms if
they agreed 1o rationalise the water rates within five
years.

Both general and special category reforming
States would be eligible for more loans under the
Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme. While in
the special calegory Siates, the programme would
be fully sponsaored by the Centre, in the general cate-
gory, the Centre's share would be increased to 80 per
cent. At present, the Centre's share for the pro-
gramme in special category States was 75 per cent
and in the general category States 66 per cent, with
the balance picked up by the States.

in addition, the Cabinet approved a new pro-
gramme to expedite irrigation projects that were al-
maost complete but languishing for want of funds for
the final works. About 20 to 25 projects would be
taken up. A sum of Rs. 500 crores has been ear-
marked for the programme in the curreat financial
vear itself.

treaty with

Malaysia soon '+

Besides, the Cabinet decided to accede to the
Convention on Physical Protection of Nuclear Mate-
rial which provides for international cooperation in
protecting nuclear materials against theft or unau-
thorised diversion.

The accession to the convention has become an
important step in the fight against terrorism, pg
ularly in the wake of recent fears over the
of nuclear terrotism. The convent
force in 1987 and so far 70 countg

came into
5 have acceded.

surprises many

By Shujaat Bukhari
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JAMMU, JAN, 22, The nomination of candidates for the

prestigious Jammu parliamentary constituency by
the ruling National Conference, the BJP and the
Congress has come as a surprise for the electorate as
none of them was seen in the race in any of the
elections in the past. The byelection assumes much
significance as it is seen as a run-up to the Assembiy
elections due in next seven months. Six candidates
filed their nominations today.

Out of the many choices within two factions of the
State BJP unit, Nirmal Singh, its spokesman and a
lecturer in jammu University, has been chosen in
view of the serious differences hetween the faction
led by the Union Minister of State, Chaman Lal Gup-
ta, and another led by the State unit president, D.K.
Kotwal,

Similarly, in the Congress infighting dominated
the jssue of nomination. The PCC chief, Mohammad
Shafi Qureshi, who faces oppuosition from a strong
lobby led by former MP, Mangat Ram Sharma, suc-
cecded in getting through his candidate, Madan Lal
Sharma. Also had many candidates in the race,

The former Minister, R.S. Chib, who contested the

last parliamentary election, was also among the :

front-runners, along with Bodh Raj Bali. But the par-
ty decided to field a Gujjar leader, Talib Hussain.
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