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/‘IfCAL SPONSORS SHOULD GIVE UNDERTAKING’

Govt. plans to curb
ak. nationals to

o three

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 29. In a tough posture in dealing
with visitors from Pakistan, the Centre plans to
restrict their movement to just three Indian cities
from a dozen at present and begin a vigorous
drive to round up those who have overstayed.

Yet another proposal under consideration of
the Government aims to secure undertakings
from local sponsors of Pakistani visitors in order
to hold them responsible for the whereabouts of
their guests till the time the visitors left the coun-
try.
Talking to reporters here today, the Minister of
State for Home, Vidyasagar Rao, expressed con-
cern over increasing cases of Pakistani nationals
overstaying or going underground. He said all
State Governments had been empowered by the
Centre to identify, nab and deport those staying
in the country beyond the time permitted in their
visas.

“The Government has asked the State Govern-
ments to launch special drives to nab those Pa-
kistan nationals staying illegally. State police
forces and the registration offices for foreigners
have been empowered to nab and deport them,”
he said.

The Government was also contemplating grant
of citizenship on humanitarian grounds on a
case-by-case basis to aged persons whose kin
lived here or women who got married to Indian
nationals.

Mr. Rao said that of the 11,208 Pakistan nation-
als who entered India legally but were overstay-
ing or had gone underground, 2,324 could not be
traced.

The Home Ministry would install computer
software at points of entry and exit in different
parts of the country so that information about
foreigners was available nation-wide.

He said that a number of meetings had been
held recently in the Home Ministry to review the
situation, and added that the steps being con-
templated-temmed from random verification

] tl \/\9 /
cities "
that 90 per cent of the addresses given by the
Pakistan nationals for visa purposes in India were
found to be false.

After the 1972 Shimla agreement, India and
Pakistan had signed an accord on issuance of
passports, which entitled nationals of both the
countries to visit a maximum of three places. The
accord also restricted issue of visas to meeting
relatives or for diplomatic purposes.

However, Mr. Rao said that India had unilater-
ally increased the number of places which could
be visited to 12 and also started issuing tourist
visas. “We would like to revert to the original po-
sition of restricting the places that could be vis-
ited by a Pakistani to three as before. Refusal to
grant extension on tourist visas is also being
considered.”

The Minister said that all “unilateral conces-
sions”” granted by India were being reviewed and
steps taken to restrict many of them.

The new approach also reflected the Goveprf-
ment’s concern over growing threat to national
security.

Giving a State-wise break-up of the Pakistanis
who were either missing or could not be traced,
he said that 1,707 persons were untraceable in
Maharashtra, 946 in Madhya Pradesh, 988 in Ut-
tar Pradesh and 634 in West Bengal.

He said the practice of “100 per cent pre-ver-
ification” of Pakistanis seeking Indian visas
would be resumed and circulars had been issued
to the State Governments concerned to verify the
antecedents of their local sponsors.

There were cases of aged persons who had
crossed over from Pakistan during the 1965 and
1971 wars and remained here since then, espe-
cially in Rajasthan and Gujarat, for whom grant of
citizenship was being considered, he said. There
were 4,978 such persons, mostly Hindus, in
Rajasthan.

Asked if amendments to the Foreigners Act,
1948, or the Indian Passports Act, 1920, were re-
quired, Mr. Rao said the Government orders
would be sufficient for the purpose.

/
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Islamabad: As President
Pervez Musharraf once
again raked up Gujarat vio-
lence, Iranian President Syed
Muhammad Khatami on
Tuesday reminded Pakistan
of the sectarian strife in the
country involving majority
Shia and Sunni, saying such
violence and differences
were the major problems fac-
ing the region.

Mr Khatami, who is on a
three-day visit here, also
asked India and Pakistan to
sort out their differences in
the interest of regional eco-
nomic development.

Asked at a joint press con-
ference here with Pakistan
premier
Khan Jamali what Iran pro-
posed to-do to stop the com-
munal attacks on Muslims in

Mir Zafarullah -

condemned atrocities not
only against Muslims but
against all human beings.

“We are against any kind of

brutalities and atrocities
against human beings any-
where in the world especially
when it happens against Mus-
lims. No matter where they
are, whether it is Palestine,
India or anywhere,” he said,
adding in his view sectarian
violence was the biggest prob-
lem that faced the region.

At a banquet hosted for Mr
Khatami on Monday night,
Gen. Musharraf accused the
BJP government of “cynical-
ly encouraging” communal
riots and said “what has hap-
pened in Gujarat has finally
exposed the myth of Indian
secularism.” rni
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~ India, Pakistan

N
wh - \ 0]
Q/Z\B Our Diplomatic

orrespondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 23. The Joint
Secretary  (Pakistan), Arun
Singh, conveyed India’s con-
cerns about the upkeep of Sikh
“gurdwaras’ in Pakistan to Isla-
mabad’s Charge d’Affaires, Jalil
Abbas Jilani, today.

The Foreign Office spokes-
man told presspersons after the
meeting that the issue of poor
maintenance of the ‘“‘gurdwa-
ras”’ was brought to the Govern-
ment’s attention by Sikh
pilgrims who had gone to Pakis-
tan for Guru Nanak’s birthday
in November. Asked if other is-
sues had been discussed, he

HE HINDL

lals meet

said “house-keeping”’ matters
such as visas and detention of
fishermen also figured.

There was some discussion
on the exchange of fishermen,
who were routinely detained by
both Pakistan and India when
they strayed into the territorial
waters of the other country.
Many of them had to spend
years in detention even after
they were released for travelling
without proper documents.
Given the fact that Indian and
Pakistani “contact” in recent
times was in the nature of
“summons” by one side or the
other, a “normal discussion’” at
diplomatic levels is a welcome
development.

24 0EC 202




PRESS TRUST OF INDlA
ISLAMABAD, DECEMBER 22

PAKISTAN would fix fresh
dates for the SAARC Summit
after making sure that India

would attend it. “India has = §

beenchanging its stance on the

issue ‘and we will announce.

fresh dates only once we are
sure that the Indians would be
corning for the summit,” Prime

. Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan

Jamalisaid in Lahore last night.

Jamali also-said that he
would continue with the Kash-
mir policy pursued by General
* PervezMusharraf and all gther
policies that “suit Pakistan”.
“Wewould allowall policies, in-
cluding those on defence and
foreign affairs, which are inthe
interests of Pakistan,” he said.
Expressing confidence that his
government would win the
vote of confidence on Decern-
ber 30, Jamali said he was in

T

Paklstan PM Mir Zafarutlah Khan Jamall with Nawabznda

Nasrullah Khan in Lahore on Saturday Reuters

touch with all the political par-
ties in this regard and was opti-
mistic that they would vote for
him for continuation of democ-
racy. “I am requesting all the
politica) parties to contribute
their bit towards progress and
prosperity of the country and
this can be done by giving my
government the vote of confi-

.dence,” he said. Jamali’s gov-

ernment at present has a two-

vott majority in the 342

member National Assembly.
Since November 24, when he
was elected by one vote major-
ity, Jamali’s strength has gone
up from 172 to 173 with an-
other elected member of the
Pakistan People’s Party joining
the ranks of 10 defectors.
However, Jamali avoided
answers to the questions relat-

AN EXPRES“’

ing to Musharraf’s decision t0
retain the post of President as
well as the Army Chief — a
point onwhich several Opposi-
tion parties have refused to
support him.

He denied that FBI was in-
volved in the operations that
led to the arrest Dr Ahmad
Khwaja and his family mem-
bers in Lahore three days ago

‘onsuspicion that they had links

with Al Qaeda. “The operation
was conducted by Pakistani law
enforcemerit agencies,” he
said, adding that a probe was
being conducted into the ar-
rests and would soon be- made
public. “We will ensure that
suchincidents are not repeated
in future. If the action proved
unjustified, we will compensate
for the mistake,” he noted.
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‘Miffed Ing
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ia

turns terror

heat on

PRANAY SHARMA (\}y

New Delhi, Dec. 14: Upset over
the release of Anees Ibrahim by
the United Arab Emirates, India
today turned its anger on Pak-
istan, where the Bombay blasts
accused is suspected to have fled
and Jaish-e-Mohammad chief
Masood Azhar was set free.

Anees figures on India’s list
of 20 that was handed to Pak-
istan about a year ago. Delhi had
sought his extradition.

Anees, who had arrived in
Dubai on a Pakistani passport, is
reported to have gone to Karachi
after his release on bail. “This
clearly shows Pakistan has now
become a safe haven for all ter-
rorists,” foreign ministry spo-
kesman Navtej Sarna said.

India took the opportunity to
express its disappointment with
the US for its continued support
to Pakistan. Without naming the
country, the spokesman said any
serious strategy to fight global
terrorism cannot be selective.

The Jaish had reportedly exe-
cuted the terrorist attack on Par-
liament last year.

So the Centre did not miss the
import of Islamabad’s pointed
decision to release Masood, bare-
ly 24 hours after the December 13
attack’s first anniversary.

During the memorial service
in Delhi, India had reaffirmed its
resolve to fight terrorism.

“Masood Azhar has been rel-
eased following the court order
in Lahore,” Maulana Tahir Ash-
rafi, the Punjab (in Pakistan) go-
vernment’s adviser on religious
affairs, was quoted as saying. He
said the high court had rejected a
Pakistan government request to
extend Masood’s detention.

India, however, is not im-
pressed. It knows that according
to the new law the Musharraf
regime has brought in, terrorist
leaders such as Masood can be

Pak
G 4

jailed for a year without trial.

Sarna called Pakistan the
“epicentre” of world terrorism
and said: “There can be no good
terrorist and bad terrorist.” In-
dia, he said, was against any
country that used double stan-
dards to fight terrorism.

“It is quite clear that Pakist-
an is continuing with the policy
of terrorism as an instrument of
state policy, in violation of inter-
national law and its publicly de-
clared commitments,” he said.

He doubted Pakistan’s seri-
ousness in investigating the
charges against Masood. When
Masood was picked up in Pak-
istan, he was allowed to remain
in touch with his cadre. He was
detained in his own home and
Pakistan paid for his family’s
maintenance, Sarna said.

“Though both the outfits (Ja-
ish and Laskhar-e-Toiba) have
been banned in Pakistan, they
are allowed to continue their ac-
tivities in another name, hold
conventions and bring out pro-
scribed publications,” he said.

India was as bitter about An-
ees’ release but the anger was di-
rected more at Pakistan than
Dubai. Sarna said Musharraf
had said earlier that no Indian
national would be allowed to
hide in Pakistan. Yet his go-
vernment, Sarna said, was hel-
ping Anees and Dawood Ibrahim
to stay on in Pakistan. They have
been given Pakistani passports.

He emphasised the point wh-
en he referred to a Sikh jatha
from India that recently visited
Pakistan and saw there at least
three Khalistani militants who
figure on the list of 20. “Whether
Pakistan thag; an unvarnished

military dictatgrship or agelec-
toral vafrtish Kas been putn it,
their mindset and policies, as ev- |

idenced by the putting Back in
circulation of Masood Azhar; re-
main unchanged,” Sarna said

TME TELEGRAPH
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1nclude Pak. in ‘axis of evil: Sinha

}/(6) /‘ By Hasan Suroor QQ{\Y)/

LONDON, DEC. 12. In what is seen here as a sign of
further hardening of Indian stand towards Pakis-
tan, the External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-

i ha, has called for Islamabad to be included in

America’s “axis of evil” because of its continuing

© support to terrorists.

Mr. Sinha, who stopped over in London on
Wednesday on his way to Cape Town to attend a
Non-Aligned Movement Foreign Ministers’ con-
ference, told The Independent that “while (Presi-

" dent) Bush may have the idea that there are three

members of the axis of evil, one may conclude
that one has been left out: Pakistan.”

Calling Pakistan a “sham democracy,” he said
it continued to support cross-border terrorism
into India. “Pakistan is a difficult country and we
will have to deal with them.”

EarlieryMr. Sinha told a television channel that
thege“could be no “worthwhile” dialogue with

Pakistan unless it stopped supporting anti-India
activities.

Mr. Sinha, who met his British counterpart,
Jack Straw, here, said that India stood for peace-
ful resolution of all outstanding issues, including
Kashmir, but it was Pakistan’s “recalcitrance”
which was preventing this.

Citing the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s bus-ride to Lahore and the Agra summit
as examples of India’s peace initiatives, he said
that on both the occasions it was “rebuffed.”

“We have told Pakistan clearly that they must
stop supporting cross-border terrorism before a
dialogue can begin. You can’t have a worthwhile
dialogue while someone is holding a gun to your
head,” he told Sky TV.

A spokesman of the Indian High Commission
said Mr. Sinha’s meeting with Mr. Straw provided
an “opportunity” to the two leaders to discuss
several issues of “current interest,” including Iraq
and the situation on the Indian subcontinent.

-
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NEW DELHI REJECTS CHARGE

Pak puts off
Saarc summlt
blames ln(!;

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Dec. 9. — Pakistan today
indefinitely postponed the Saarc summit,
scheduled for the second week of Jan-
uary, because India had not confirmed its
participation. But India refused to accept
the blame for the summit being called
off, and instead accused Pakistan of
consistently sabotaging any measingful
progress on economic and other issues.

According to the terms of the Saarc
charter, if even one of the seven countries
is unable to attend, the summit cannot be
held. “In view of the little time left to
make proper preparations and in the face
of the continued Indian refusal to
confirm its participation the government
of Pakistan is regrettably left with no
alternative but to postpone the Saarc
summit,” a Pakistani foreign ministry
statement said.

But India’s foreign ministry spokesman
Mr Navtej Sarna said: “Now.-that
Pakistan has announced postpQig
of the summit, then it is a cho
have made.”

Bangladesh,

the
Maldives, Nepal, Paklstan and Stf Lanka
make up Saarc, a region-specific group
that came together in 1985, primarily to
remove poverty through intensive trade

Bhutan, India,

gnt.

promotion and economic cooperatlon
“India has always been committed to the
Saarc process,” Mr Sarna said. “It was
precisely because of this commitment
that we had suggested that substantive
progress should take place on various
trade and economic issues that were
being discussed.”

Rejecting suggestions that India was

«spegponsible for placing conditions, the

spokesman said: “How can India be
blamed for bringing in economic issues
into a forum of regional cooperation
which is meant for the economic
betterment of the people of all the
countries involved?”

“A strange situation had been
reached,” he said, “when every
meaningful proposal for economic
cooperation was being systematically
sabotaged by Pakistan.”

Of a total of 685 items that Pakistan
offered India to trade, 253 items were
placed on the table in the last round of
Sapta (South Asia Preferential Trade
Agreement) talks in November, out of -
which 146 items were on the negative list, |
indicating a complete lack of any |-
seriousness,” an official said.

Till November, no progress, even in
terms of pre-summit meetings due, had \
not been held.

THE STATESMAF
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‘TERRORISTS MAY TARGET MORE TEMPLES’

’\,’\//

Pak. not ready to change
wollcy on terrorism: PM

By Kanwar Yogendra

SHIMLA, DEC. 1. The Prime Minis-
. ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, has
said that Pakistan is not ready to
change its policy on cross-bor-
der terrorism even after the
change in political leadership
there. He said he was ready to
attend the SAARC summit if the
neighbouring country stopped
all type of infiltration but un-
fortunately Pakistan did not
want to initiate the peace
process.

The Prime Minister, who was
addressing presspersons here in
Barnes Courts where the histor-
ic ~Shimla agreement was
signed, said “Pakistan should
abide by the Shimla agreement
and stop all terrorist activities in
India.”

Addressing a public rally ear-
lier, he said “we are fighting and
taking on the challenges from
across the border, but we will
not bend in any case and none
can shake our faith or confi-

cautioned that terrorists might
target other religious places the
way they had attacked the Aksh-
ardham and Raghunath
temples.

Mr. Vajpayee, who had come
to lay the foundation for the
Rs.100-crore Mohan Shakti Na-
tional Heritage Park in Solan,
announced a special package
for the backward districts of Hi-
machal Pradesh and Uttaran-
chal. The Union Cabinet would
shortly finalise the details and

excise duty and income tax to
industries coming up in the
backward areas.

On the Gujarat elections, Mr.
Vajpayee said the BJP never
wanted to raise the Godhra is-
sue and it was not mentioned in
its manifesto. But the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi,
was compelled to raise the issue
by the Congress which was
seeking a white paper on it. He
said the parties should have a
common opinion on maintain-
ing communal ties, and ten-
sions should not be created for
electoral gains.

Mr. Vajpayee suggested that a
screening committee be set up
in Jammu and Kashmir for scru-
tinising the release of terrorists
and assured help from the NDA
Government at the Centre to
the PDP-Congress Govt. He said
he did not want to join the de-
bate on ‘Hindu rashtra’, but the
country needed reconstruction
and oneness in its being. He de-

dence by these attacks.” He also

there would be exemption from

nied that there was any pressure
from the VHP or the RSS on the

Ostracnse terrorist states: Advam

NEW DELHI, DEC. 1. A day after daring Pakistan
for a fourth war, the Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, today stepped up his offensive
against Islamabad and asked the international
community to “ostracise terrorist states”.
" Without directly referring to Pakistan, he
said “‘terrorist organisations are dangerous but
terror states are far more dangerous. The in-
ternational community should ostracise such
terror states in the interest of democracy, civ-
ilisation and humanity”. Addressing the 37th
Raising Day parade of the Border Security
Force at the force’s Chhawla campus on the
outskirts of the national capital, Mr, Advani
said that though the neighbouring country had
banned some terrorist outfits “under interna-
tional pressure”, it continued to provide pro-
tection and refuge to such elements.

Paying homage to 107 BSF jawans martyred
during the year, most of them in Jammu and
Kashmir fighting terrorism, he said Pakistan,
having been defeated thrice in war and having
realised it could never win a direct confronta-
tion with India, had resorted to terrorism.

“Innocent civilians, women and children
are being made targets. This poses a grave
threat not only to the common man but also to
democracy, civilisation and humanity. The
earlier the world realises it, the better it would
be for humanity,” the Deputy Premier said.

Addressing an election rally in Bhuj town of {
Gujarat yesterday, Mr. Advani had dared Pa- |
kistan to fight a fourth direct war with India ‘
instead of engaging in proxy war targeting |
temples and innocent civilians, — PTI

‘It is war-mongering’: Page 11 II

NDA Government.

He refused to react to the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani's comment on a fourth di-
rect war with Pakistan.

Relations with Russia were
improving and since the two
countries shared a common
opinion on terrorism, economic
and defence relations were be-
ing strengthened. On a possible
Russia-China-India axis, Mr.
Vajpayee said that nothing had
come about except a meeting.

He said concrete steps had
been taken for fighting drought
conditions in 14 States and
there was no dearth of food-
grains. The foreign exchange re-
serves had touched record
proportions.

PTI reports:

Mr. Vajpayee said the previ-
ous Governments at the Centre
had “neglected” defence be-
cause of world pressure, adding
that the international commu-
nity tried to pressure his Gov-
ernment also in 1998 when
preparations were being made
for the Pokhran nuclear tests.

“They said there is no need
for our nuclear tests as they
were there for our protection.”
But the Government went
ahead with its plan, arguing *if
they don’t come to our defence
in the time of need, what will
happen?”

He said the country’s security !
must be ensured and develop- '

ment works must also go on.
“We will increase our economic
development and industrialisa-
tion will grow.”

When the world, particularly
the South-East Asian countries,
were witnessing economic re-
cession, India was “moving
ahead”.

Mr. Vajpayee assured that no

step based on the Kelkar Com-

mittee on tax reforms wouli;}

taken which would hit the ¢

man man. /
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No change W%Kasgmlr

By B. Muralidhar Redd

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 28. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
has said that the new Govern-
ment headed by Mir Zafrullah
Khan Jamali will continue the
Kashmir policy of Pakistan
“without any alteration.”

Gen. Musharraf spelt out the
new Government’s

pledge to continue his “un-
flinching support” to the Kash-
mir cause.

Pakistan would press for the
implementation of the U.N. res-
olutions, he said and urged the
international community to ex-
ert pressure on India to start

—

Kashmir |

policy when the President of Pa-

kistan-occupied Kashmir, Mu-
hammad Anwar Khan, called on
him on Wednesday evening at
the military General Headquar-
ters in Rawalpindi.

Though Gen. Musharraf’s ob-
servations are routine, they ne-
gate what he himself had
promised with respect to trans-
fer of power to a civilian set-up.
Gen. Musharraf had gone on re-
cord on more than one occasion
that the new government would
have the freedom to formulate
its foreign policy and had spe-
cifically referred to Kashmir, as
an example.

“Kashmir is an international
dispute that requires the imme-
diate attention of the United
Nations and other world pow-

‘ ers,”” he told Lt. Gen. (retd.) An-

war Khan, while renewing his

and just solution” to the Kash-
mir problem was vital to peace
and stability in South Asia. Pa-
kistan would play its role in re-
solving the problem and
bringing back “normalcy” to
the region. Gen. Musharraf

policy:VMusharraf/

1t
‘)q}leaninglﬁma\ks. “A durable

claimed that Kashmiris were
struggling for their ‘“right to
self-determination” and the
United Nations had accepted it.
Pakistan would continue ijts
“political, moral and diplomat-
ic” support for Kashmiri people
and the “freedom struggle.”
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‘War of
India’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, NoV. 27. There has
been a spurt in the war of words
between India and Pakistan
since the assumption of office
by the civilian setup led by the
Prime Minister, Mir Zafrullah
Khan Jamali, on November 23.
The ray of hope of improve-
ment in relations between the
two countries, generated by the
new Foreign Minister of Pakis-
tan, Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri,
that normalisation of ties with
New Delhi was a priority for the
Jamali  Government here,
proved to be shortlived.
Comments made by the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, in the course of his
‘Hard Talk’ interview with BBC,
against Pakistan has evoked a
sharp reaction here. Mr. Sinha'’s

words between
ak. escalates”

appeal to the international
community to impose sanc-
tions against Pakistan for its
“failure to curb terrorism” pro-
voked the Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice to charge New Delhi with
practising a policy of “coercive
diplomacy”.

Today, the Pakistan Foreign
Ministry took exception to what
were termed as “anti-Pakistan”
observations made by the Dep-
uty Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
in the Lok Sabha. “Mr. Advani
has engaged in his usual, and by
now familiar, tirade against Pa-
kistan. The spokesman rejected
the charges levelled by Mr. Ad-
vani as baseless and motiva-
ted,” a statement said.

A spokesman of the Pakistan
Foreign Office alleged that it
had been India’s constant effort
to portray the “Kashmiri free-

dom struggle” as “foreign in-
spired”.

“This diabolical twin objec-
tive of the Government of India
has led its security forces to en-
gage in extra-judicial killings
through stage-managed oper-
ations and then to present those
murdered as terrorists killed in
action,” the statement alleged.

“The latest manifestation of
this strategy was the recent kill-
ing of two individuals at Ansa
Plaza in New Delhi.

Though the Indian Deputy
Prime Minister had lashed out
against Pakistan immediately
after the incident, there is suffi-
cient evidence now to confirm
that the operation was planned
and executed by the Indian se-
curity agencies in pursuit of
their nefarious designs,” it
alleged.

2§ NOV 2



PM message
- mixes pat
“and punch |

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Nov. 26: Mixing re-
straint with civility, Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee today
sent a letter of felicitation to his
Pakistani counterpart, three
days after his “appointment”.
But implicit in the message was
India’s signal that normal rela-
tions between the countries
could be restored only if Pak-
istan matched words with
action.

“I would like to convey, on be-
half of my government and on
my own behalf, our felicitations
and best wishes to you on your
appointment as Prime Minister
of the Islamic Republic of Pak-
istan,” Vajpayee said in the mes-
sage. He added: “Please accept,
Excellency, the assurances of my
highest considerations.”

A similar letter was sent by
foreign minister Yashwant Si-
nha to his Pakistani counterpart
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri.

Both the messages made no
attempt at referring to any other
issue — not even India’s commit-
ment to “good neighbourly” rela-
tions with Pakistan.

Vajpayee’s choice of the word
“appointment” is significant as
an attempt to tell Islamabad that
Delhi is aware of the fact that de-
spite the new government, it is
President Pervez Musharraf
who will continue to call the
shots and have the final say in
policies concerning India.

What Vajpayee and Sinha
suggested but did not say was
left to foreign ministry spo-
kesman Navtej Sarna to explain.
“India has always been in favour
of dialogue with Pakistan, and
for resolution of differences
through bilateral discussions. In
fact, India has in recent years,
taken several initiatives in this
direction,” Sarna said.

He added: “It is well known
that the Pakistani military and
related establishment has time
and again scuttled attempts at
productive dialogue. Sponsor-
ship of terrorism directed
against India has been a part of

this attempt.”

Sarna was responding to
questions on the new Pakistani
foreign minister’s assertion that
“normalising relations with
India will be his top priority”:

“We will naturally need to
wait and see its reflection on the
ground,” the spokesman added.

Raising questions about Is-
lamabad’s sincerity, Sarna said
during the visit of the Sikh jatha
to Pakistan’s Nankana Sahib on
Guru Nanak’s birth anniversary,
attempts were made by the intel-
ligence agencies there to encour-
age “Khalistani elements” who
had come from other countries
and were known for their anti-
India stand. _

"“The Sikh jatha from India
was compelled to walk out from
a function and General Mushar-
raf had met a select group, once
again of those known for their
anti-Indian activities,” he said.

India’s scepticism about the
recent Pakistani overtures st-
ems from the fact that there has
been little or no change on the
ground reality, especially as far
as infiltration across the Line of
Control and violence in Jammu
and Kashmir is concerned.

According to sources, the fig-
ures of both infiltration and ter-
rorist incidents in the Valley
have reached almost the same
level as that on May 27 this year
when Musharraf gave an assur-
ance to the US of stopping infil-
tration permanently.

Figures with Indian officials
indicate that while there were
1,403 incidents of violence in
Jammu and Kashmir -five
months before the Pakistani
President made the commit-
ment, five months later it-was
1,624. There have been 857 at-
tacks on security forces in the
past five months and 442 eivil-
ians have been killed. i

South Block officials said the
figures show a pattern of cyclic
rise and fall in terrorist attacks
and infiltration making it amply
clear that they were being con-
ducted with active co-operation
from the Pakistani government/
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New Delhi: Even as both houses of parlia-
ment on Monday pledged to stand united in
the country’s battle against Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism, the prevailing consensus fell
apart when deputy Prime Minister LK. Ad-
vani told the Lok Sabha that the Jammu and
Kashmir government had not consulted the
Centre before releasing militants in its police
custody.

Mr Advani disclosed this while replying to
members’ queries in the lower house. Since
the state government had acted unilaterally,
he said, the Union home secretary had even
written to the new administration in J&K
asking that such decisions, which have a
bearing on the country’s battle against ter-
rorism, be taken after consulting the Centre.

Mr Advani’s revelation clearly discomfited
the Congress since it is a partner in the coali-
tion government in J&K. Congress deputy
leader Shivraj Patil sought to put the record
straight, saying that intelligence agencies
had been consuited before releasing the mili-
tants. But Mr Advani pointed out that these
agencies are generally not involved in such
matters.

The two houses later passed separate for-
mal resolutions of outrage at Sunday'’s ter-
rorist attacks at Jammu’s Raghunath temple
and thanks to the security forces for killing
the perpetrators, after the deputy PM gave a
detailed account of the incident for which he
held Pakistan responsible.

Sunday’s attacks, and a similar one in
March, were part of a “deliberate design to
create a communal divide in J&K”, Mr Ad-
vani told the MPs. These terrorists, he said,
i had demonstrated their total lack of concern
¢ for the overwhelming yearning for peace
. shown in the recent assembly elections.

Referring to the series of attacks by sui-
cide squads of terrorists in the state over the
last three days, Mr Advani noted that these
followed the release by the Pakistan govern-
ment of the Lashkar-e-Toiba chief, Hafiz Mo-
hammed Sayeed, and his subsequent publi-
cised vow to continue the jehad in J&K.

“Monitoring of the communication net-
work of the terrorists indicates that the Jam-
mu attack is the handiwork of Al Mansooran,
a cover organisation of the Lashkar-e-Toi-
ba,” Mr Advani said.

I:Mftkistan’s

Jammu attack

Third terrorist killed,
security operation ends

Times News NETWORK

Jammu: Security forces on Monday
morning gunned down a third militant,
winding up the operation to clear the
Raghunath temple and nearby shrines of
the militants who had stormed the places
of worship on Sunday evening.

The militant was found at about 8.30
a.m., hiding in a house in the vicinity of
the Panjbakhtar temple, and killed at
about 10 a.m. An assistant sub-inspector
of police also died in the encounter.

Meanwhile, the Al Umar Mujahideen
has called for a general strike in the Valley
on Tuesday and Wednesday to protest the
arrest of its chief commander, Mushtaq
Ahmad Zargar alias Latram, in Pakistan
for training militants in Kashmir and
goading them ta blast the party office of
separatist leader Shabir Shah in Srinagar.

Latram was among the four militants
freed by India following the Kandahar hi-

jack.
I

The statements followed a disruption of
question hour, the first item on parliament’s
agenda, by agitated MPs demanding a dis-
cussion on the killings. Calm was restored af-
ter about 10 minutes only, with the promise of

thereafter.

a statement by Mr Advani and clariﬁcati?

Later in the day, the Congress claimed+hat
chief minister Mufti Mohammed Sayeed had
veleased Yasin Malik and eight other militant
leaders only after consultations with central
agencies.

“How did the Akshardham temple attack
take place with Narendra Modi as chief min-
ister of Gujarat? Is Modi a softer CM than the
Mufti? Why are there two standards?”
asked Congress spokesman Jaipal Reddy, im-
plying that Mr Advani had never been
blamed for breaches of securitgdur‘mg the
attack on parliament or in terrorist actions
in J&K earlier.

® See Edit: Terror Designs, Page 14
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FTER months of denial,

India, on Thursday, offi-

cially admitted thatit had
carried out an operation in Au-
gust in Jammu and Kashmir to
evict Pakistani “intruders” who
had occupied a feature along the
Line of Control (LoC).

The defence ministry and the
Indian Air Force (IAF) had previ-
ously denied that the operation
-—referred to as Kargil-Uin secu-
rity circles —had been conduct-
ed. Defencg/minister George Fer-
nandes #aid on Thursday that

PAK INFILTRATION OCCURRED 800 M INTO BORDCR.

'India admits op
Aug to evict gaﬁ

there had been a “minor Pak-
istani intrusion, approximately
800 metres on our side of the LoC
in the area of Point 3260, a rela-
tively low feature having little
tactical significance.”

The intrusion occurred in the
last week of July and the intrud-
ers were “evicted by appropriate
action of ground troops and air
force on August 2,” Fernandes
said in a written reply to a ques-
tion in Lok Sabha.

As recently as November 13,
the IAF spokesman had denied
such an operation after media re-
ports quoted senior Air Force of-
ficials as saying that frontline Mi-

S

Lok
¥ s

rationin

rage 2000 strike jets had been
used in atacks against the Pak-
istani intruders.

Fernandes said: “No loss of life
was suffered by Indian troops
during the conduct of this opera-
tion. Casualties to Pakistan troops
are not known.” But military
sources had told IANS in August
that the Pakistani intrusion had
left at least 11 Indian soldiers
dead. The soldiers, mostly from
the Ladakh Scouts, were killed in
a massive operation launched in
the last week of July to evict Pak-
istani forces who were trying to
construct fortified structures on
Point 3260. —p1)/
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Al

hat Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee may
not attend the forthcoming South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation summit
— to be held in Islamabad tentatively in
January, 2003 — bodes ill for the organisation in
general and Indo-Pakistani ties in particular.
Relations between the two countries could never have
been gloomier since an Indian Foreign Office
spokesperson disclosed on 30 October after official
level talks in Kathmandu that “Vajpayee’s attendance
at the summit has become uncertain”. The reasons for
this, as stated by the Indian Foreign Office, were:

* Pakistan is reluctant to grant “Most Favoured
Nation” status to India although' India already
granted Pakistan such status in 1993;

* The Free Trade Agreement promised at the last
summit in Kathmandu — the draft of which should be
adopted by December this year — has been
undermined by Pakistan. Pakistan has already shelved
the plan to hold a meeting on the South Asian Free
Trade Area before the Saarc summit, thus upsetting
the process of advancing a flexible and liberal trade
regime among South Asian nations, particularly
between India and Pakistan;

* Pakistan has not come up with a proper list of
tariff concessions. Of the 250 concessions offered by
Pakistan, 146 are in the banned or negative list;

* Pakistan’s intention of raising bilateral issue like
Kashmir in the Saarc forum shows its neurotic
fixation. Under these circumstances, according to the
Indian Foreign Office spokesperson, “what is the
point in talking if there is so much insincerity?”
Pakistan’s attitude, he adds, poses a “stumbling block
to regional economic cooperation”.

What -is unfortunate in this context is that the
standoff between India and Pakistan has kept both
countries from engaging in meaningful cooperation.
The overdose of acrimony marking their relationship
has not allowed them to look beyond contentious
political issues, particularly Kashmir. Any summit
between the two can, therefore, best be described as
political strategy.

With economic globalisation, several regional
groups have been formed to pursue a closer economic
integration at the regional level, the objectwes being
to increase market access, expanded exports and
strengthened political cohesion among members.
There is no reason why Saarc nations cannot
strengthen and enrich each other to account for much
more in the global economy, the only impediment
being Indo-Pakistani relations. Which is why the Saarc
summit is doomed to be a non-event.

When India’s proposal to transform Saarc into
Safta by 2001 was accepted at the Male summit, we
knew it was palpably in the interest of member-
nations. The motive: to advance a flexible and liberal
trade regime among South Asian nations, particularly
between India and Pakistan. The only precondition
was depoliticisation of intra-South Asian economic
relations. Our expectations fro tgen Pakistan Prime
‘Minister Nawaz Sharif, himself a” businessman of
repute, was high. He was in a position to realise the
unfinished agenda of political issues had always
inhibited economic cooperation between his country
and India, leading to both foregoing economic
opportunities and potentiaily huge gains from
liberalisation.

Although we also feared the military and hardliners
in Pakistan wouldn’t allow Mr Sharif to show any

- flexibility on the Kashmir issue, there was hope that
he would favour substantive cooperation, even
keeping Kashmir as the core issue, in trade to avoid
future strife for vested economic interests. After all, it
was he who told the Male Saarc summit that Pakistan
would be willing to look beyond contentious political

issues and legalise commerce as well as upgrade trade-

relations with India. :

To effectively advance a flexible and liberal trade
regime and lower the high rate of protection, India
then offered to free 25 per cent of a total 5,500
products from tariff barriers every year. For decades,
however, Pakistan -hadn’t added a single item to the
list of 573 Indian items to be imported. After some
time, Pakistan agreed to consider identifying 100
more items, but before any final decision regarding a
trade policy vis-a-vis India, Pakistan’s political
establishment began pulling to pieces every effort to
upgrade its trade ties with India. The Pakistan
Observer, a leading daily, attacked the policy in an
editorial thus: “It is therefore evident that the
government is gradually trying to increase the volume
of trade with India despite rhetoric to the contrary.

e
v
9 The upcz\o\'nlng Saarc summit will be a non- event
argues SK SADAR NAYEEM, because Pakistan cannot
keep its commitments with India on trade issues

LOTS OF HOT AIR: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee meets Pervez Musharraf at the last Saarc summit in Kathmandu.

And this is being done in-complete disregard to the
threatening Indian posture against the very existence
of Pakistan.”

Federal ministers of the Nawaz Sharif government
also held the same view, obviously to gain political
mileage at home. Then Pakistani finance minister
Sartaj Ajiz told a visiting delegation that “economic
relations cannot countermand political issues. The
direction of development in both the political and
economical areas should be the same. Trade and

economic relations with India cannot improve unless

political issues are resolved.” The military and the
hardliners in Pakistan continued to favour an arms
race and military pacts, thus undermining the
necessity, or rather compulsion, of economic and
trade cooperation in the post-Cold War era.

Before Mr Sharif, Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto

_had promised to extend MFN status to India. The step

was long overdue. India had accorded MFN status to
Pakistan in 1993 since it was obligatory to accord this
status to each other under the terms set by World
Trade Organisation, to which both countries belong.
There was a vital reason for our optimism. A very
crucial round of the inter-governmental group (IGG)
of Saarc meet was then scheduled to be held in
Islamabad. And for the first time, it was then expected
that the economic content of the Saarc movement was
going to be strengthened by the outcome of Ms
Bhutto’s decision.

But immediately after Ms Bhutto’s perfunctory
announcement, Pakistan began to drag its feet in
granting MFN status to India. This became evident at
the conference of the inter-governmeéntal group
(IGG) of Saarc countries held in Islamabad in August

1996. Pakistan did not bulge an inch from its 1994
position when the idea of the South Asian
Preferential Trade Agreement (Sapta) had been
pushed through at India’s initiative in Dhaka and
Pakistan had not shown any interest.

Then Ms Bhutto lost elections in Pakistan and later
developments on the political front proved that our
optimism was grossly misplaced. As usual; Pakistani
leaders did not assess the cost of economic
opportunities Pakistan had been frittering away for
several years. This was proved by a study ‘Pakistan-
India Trade-Transition to the Gatt regime’ which then
showed that Indian goods worth several billion dollars
were entering the Pakistani market via a third country
every year. And if one took into account the value of
smuggled goods entering Pakistan then its total
custom revenue loss every year was something
between three-four billion dollars. Unfortunately,
Pakistan had been foregoing these economic
opportunities and potentially huge gains from
liberalisation only for the sake of political rhetoric vis
a vis India.

Nawaz Sharif’s commitment to bilateral trade also
proved to be a merely customary pronouncements.
He too called for a “meaningful dialogue” with India
and appeared to be serious to look beyond the
contentious political issues at the Saarc summit at

" And miles to g0 before wé > meet...

Male in 1997. But back home, Mr Sharif also followed *

this up with the predictable refrain: “after the
settlement of Kashmir dispute”. Then a tea delegation
from India seeking resumption of tea export to
Pakistan had to wait for more than six months for a
Pakistani visa. After 1948, Pakistan, the second-largest
tea consuming country, had been importing tea from

Kenya and Sri Lanka. A tyre delegation from Indi
also visited Pakistan during the Sharif regime on th
Pakistani assurance of opening up of tyre export fros
India for the first time, underwent a bitter experienc
in Pakistan. A move to set up a Joint Indo-Pa
Chamber of Commerce was bitterly denounced by tk
Pakistan Observer; saying “Pakistan cannot and shoul
not overlook its obligations towards the Kashmiris fc
the sake of trade relations with India”.

Since there was a general consensus among t}
Saarc members at Male to eventually convert it inf
South Asia Free Trade Area by 2001, the summ
should have clearly outlined its ways and means t
which it would like to accomplish its goal. But due 1
Pakistani hostility it could not. Pakistan did not leai
anything from the Asia Pacific Economic Ci
operation (Apec) summit of 1995. The Osaka summr
of Apec within two years of its formation not on
announced that it would make the Pacific rim free f
all trade and investment by 2020 but also outlined i
ways and means. In order to effectively advance
flexible and liberal trade regime, the memb
countries of Apec offered tariff cuts on a significa
numbers of items. China slashed tariffs an-4,000 iterr
Malaysia on 1,300 items and Australia on 1,500 iterr
Whereas, among the members of the Saarc countrie
India offered tariff cuts on 106 items followed !
Pakistan and Sri Lanka on 35 and 31 iter
respectively. These difference alone reflected tl
utter cynicism of the Saarc countries.

Besides, the smaller Saarc partners had son
genuine grievances. India’s confidence evident fro
its offer of trade concessions on higher percentage
items was bound to make countries like Banglade
and Sri Lanka feel uncomfortable over the fact th
their maximum tariffs were 20 to 25 per cent and 20
23 per cent respectively. Whereas India’s maximu
tariff was 50 per cent which more or less could only
matched by Pakistan’s 65 per cent. Such apprehensi
of the smaller partners arising out of the aforesaid f:
perhaps pushed these countries to become mc
inward looking and take the import substituti
course.

Sometimes India’s over-reaction to Paklstc
hostility also made Saarc suffer. By the regior
arrangemént, member countries could have i improv
the marketability of their products and .increas
productive and allocative effictency at home and th
competitiveness abroad. In the international marke
both India and Pakistan were trade rivals. Both {
countries then were trying to fight it out for marl
share in similar markets. The problem arose when d
to fall in the exchange of Indian rupee, Indian expo
became cheaper. As a result, the demand
Pakistani products went down. Put in a difficult sp
Pakistan -devalued its currency in order to keep
exports afloat in the international market. Even in 1
absence of such devaluation, exporters from bc
countries were left with no alternative than
undercut each other’s prices, thereby lowering th
export earnings. Then Pakistan proposed a -Sa
export cartel to fixing price floors for world marke
But India did not respond to it.

On the concluding day on 9 November, 1998 wt
the nine-day round of composite dialogue of
identified issues between India and Pakistan in N
Delhi completely fell through, Pakistan put all
blame on India for it’s allegedly “inflexible ‘and ri
stand”. But the fact was that it was Pakistan wh
stalled the talks on economic and commer
cooperation by “linking the progress of the dialog
to resolution of the Kashmir issue”.

India’s stand in the present circumstances
therefore, completely justified that Prime Minis
Atal Behari Vajpayee will attend the 2003 Sa
summit to be held in Islamabad only if Pakistan agr
to extend MFN status to India. Otherwise, there is
point in talking. Gone are the days when both
countries tried to introduce notes of optimism in
otherwise bleak picture by renewing the pledge “tc
down and talk” again to resolve all bilateral issues i
“peaceful manner”.

Both India and Pakistan are aware that the Kash
problem will not be resolved the way they want :
solution to the problem is not expected soon. So v
not set a pre-condition to shelve Kashmir for the t
being first and then start a dialogue to resolve ot
bilateral issues? This is the only solution that wc
help both countries to avoid strife and make prog
in areas of common economic interest.

(The author is a freelance writer.) /
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NDIA, PAKISTAN and the Unit-

ed States are in danger of losing

an important opportunity to

initiate a peace process in the
Subcontinent that has arisen from
the recent decision in New Delhi to
de-escalate the ten-month-long mil-
itary confrontation with Islamabad.
Unless all three take steps quickly,
the current political window for a re-
newed political engagement be-
tween India and Pakistan could shut
amidst a potential rise in terrorist ac-
tivity from across the border.

Six months ago, at the height of
the military tensions between the
subcontinental rivals, few could
have imagined the confluence of
positive circumstances in place to-
day. India which launched the big-
gest military mobilisation in its
history has unilaterally decided to
scale it down. India has also suc-
ceeded in holding credible elections
in Jammu and Kashmir, widely ac-
knowledged by the international
community as free and fair. The peo-
ple of the State have spoken, there is
a new Government in charge and
prospects have never looked better
for a productive dialogue between
New Delhi and Srinagar. Meanwhile,
the elections to the National As-
sembly in Pakistan, despite the pre-
rigging by Pervez Musharraf, have
produced an unexpected political
dynamism in Islamabad.

The developments over the last
few weeks have loosened, if only a
wee bit, the political knot in the Sub-
continent that had tightened since
the December 13 attack on India’s
Parliament. From a situation of
near-war that could have turned nu-
clear, India and Pakistan have
moved towards a situation of no-
war. But a peace process that can be
structured from the present situa-
tion remains elusive. Continuing po-
litical drift in New Delhi, Islamabad
and Washington could easily allow
the present opportunity to slip by.
Small political steps from all the
three in the next few days could,
however, create the basis for a re-
sumption of an India-Pakistan dia-
logue in the not-too-distant future.

The U.S., which played a key role
in defusing the military tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan last sum-

K

\!

India needs to outline a road map towards
resumption of a dialogue with Pakistan... Merely
parroting the mantra that there will be no talks

until cross-border terrorism ends will put India
increasingly on the diplomatic defensive.

mer, has emerged as the principal
channel of communication between
the two countries. At a time when all
political dialogue between India and
Pakistan was suspended after the
Agra summit in July 2001, the Bush
Administration has become the nat-
ural facilitator of crisis management
in the Subcontinent.

anyone in New Delhi raising the is-
sue with the American interlocutors.
Having given up on the U.S,, India
has taken a tough line on the re-
sumption of a dialogue with Pakis-
tan by linking it to a cessation of

cross-border terrorism.
The principal objective of the
Bush Administration in

With the U.S. attention WORLD VIEW devoting a high level of

now shifting to the im-
pending war against Iraq, it is not
clear whether Washington has the
political energy to stay with what it
started in the Subcontinent. Al-
though high-level visitors from the
U.S. continue to pour into the Sub-
continent, it remains to be seen if
the Bush Administration is mentally
prepared to exercise what it takes to
move the region from crisis manage-
ment to a peace process that could
help resolve the political conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan and nor-
malise bilateral relations.

Even if the U.S. decides to stay the
course, its attempts to promote a
process of reconciliation in the re-
gion will not succeed unless it re-
tains its focus on ending terrorism.
Washington will not be able to con-
jure up a dialogue between New Del-
hi and Islamabad by just urging for
one.

For an India-Pakistan dialogue to
start and succeed, Washington must
deliver on the promises it made to
India last summer. It was the assur-
ance from the Bush Administration
(based on Gen. Musharraf’s word in
June) that Pakistan will end cross-
border infiltration on a permanent
basis that led to the first Indian steps
towards de-escalation.

That promise remains unfulfilled.

More damaging has been the loss of '

American political credibility in New
Delhi. No one in the Government
now even expects the Bush Adminis-
tration to maintain pressure on Isla-
mabad to keep its word. Nor is

§HE HINDL

diplomatic energy to-
wards the Subcontinent has been
the avoidance of a nuclear war be-
tween India and Pakistan. But the
U.S. should know more than anyone
else that nuclear stability in the re-
gion and cross-border terrorism do
not go together. It might be politi-
cally convenient for Washington to-
day to forget about the promises that
Gen. Musharraf made in June. But
the continued stoking of terrorism
by Pakistan can bring the region
back to the brink of war within no
time.

The American proposals for a re-
newed dialogue between India and
Pakistan will have few takers in New
Dethi unless Washington visibly
pressures Islamabad to end cross-
border terrorism. Until recently, the
U.S. was arguing that an India-Pakis-
tan dialogue must follow the cessa-
tion of cross-border infiltration by
Pakistan and military de-escalation
by India. But now India has unilater-
ally begun to de-escalate. Washing-
ton cannot expect New Delhi to take
steps towards a dialogue while Isla-
mabad continues with its sponsor-
ship of terrorism in India.

While India is right to keep its po-
litical focus riveted on ending cross-
border terrorism, it risks the danger
of losing the political initiative in
shaping the triangular diplomacy
with the U.S. and Pakistan. To retain
the upper hand, India needs to out-
line a road map towards resumption
of a dialogue with Pakistan. There
have been occasional hints from the
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Reviving Indo-Pak. talks

By ERaja Mohan

Government of a sequence of ac-
tions it could take in response to
specific actions from across the bor-
der. New Delhi needs to go public
with a checklist of actions from Pa-
kistan and the Indian response to
them. Merely parroting the mantra
that there will be no talks until cross-
border terrorism ends will put India
increasingly on the diplomatic
defensive.

A new Government in Pakistan is
expected to be sworn in shortly. De-
spite all its obvious limitations of op-
erating in the shadow of Gen.
Musharraf, the revival of the post of
Prime Minister in Pakistan has its
own political consequences. India
would inevitably debate the pros-
pect of doing business with the new
Government in Pakistan. But a fa-
vourable political decision in New
Delhi would depend on the ex-
pressed commitment of the new
Prime Minister that he abides by the
promises of Gen. Musharraf on Ja-
nuary 12 that Pakistani soil will not
be used to promote terrorism any-
where in the world, and that of early
June that infiltration will perma-
nently end. That is the least New
Delhi would expect from the new
Government in Islamabad.

If the new civilian Government of
Pakistan takes a step further down
the road and agrees to normal trad-
ing relations with India, the prospect
for an early India-Pakistan dialogue
could brighten quickly. New Delhi
has hinted in recent days that the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, could travel to Islamabad to
attend a regional summit if Pakistan
ends its self-defeating policy of no-
trade with India.

There can be no sensible strategy
for economic renewal in Pakistan
that does not include expanded
trade with India, the largest market
in the region.

If the new Government in Pakis-
tan recognises this economic self-in-
terest, or the international
community which is pouring billions
of dollars of aid into Pakistan per-
suades it to do so, renewed political
contact between New Delhi and Isla-
mabad might be at hand. And that
could set the stage for a resumption
of India-Pakistan dialogue.
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ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 29. Elated over
its election as a non-permanent
member to the United Nations
Security Council for two years
beginning January, Pakistan has
said that Kashmir is on top of its
agenda, which it will raise at the
“appropriate time.”

Pakistan's Permanent Envoy
to the United Nations, Munir

B. Muralidhar Reddy }y -

news agency, NNI, in New York
that “the Kashmir issue must be
raised at the Security Council at
an appropriate time and in a
way that could result in suc-
cess.” Kashmir was there on the
U.N. agenda. “It is our top pri-
ority, and we got to handle it in
a way that we do not damage its
cause. We have to take it up at
the right time, in a right way.”

The envoy was quoted as say-
ing that it was important for Pa-
kistan to ensure that its
“security and sovereignty’’ were
not threatened. “We will be able
to utilise the Security Council to
ensure that the world is aware
of our problem, and that it acts
on our problems as soon as pos-
sible.”

He was responding to a ques-
tion on whether Pakistan would
revoke the 1996 order and bring
the Kashmir issue as a perma-
nent agenda item of the Securi-
ty Council.

Akram, told the Pakistan-based

' ‘Our selection to the Security
Council will enable us to partic-
ipate in the consideration and
decisions relating to major is-
sues of peace and security in the
current international situa-
tion.”

Mr. Akram told the agency
that “our say in the world and
our leverage with major players
of the international field will in-
crease.” He, however, evaded a
reply on whether Pakistan
would support the U.S. bid to
attack Iraq at the Council level.
“We are still three months away,

we will be member 6f the TINSC:

in January 2003, so the situation
is likely to develop quite a lot
until the end of three months,”
he said.

On Friday, Pakistan was
elected to the Security Council
for a two-year termfrom Janu-
ary 2003. It secured 172 out of
the 182 votes cast, while the re-
quired two-third majority was
123 votes. The other countries
which were elected to the Coun-
cil were Germany, Spain, Ango-
la and Chile. Pakistan replaced
Singapore from the Asian
region.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
said that getting into the Securi-
ty Council at this juncture pro-
vided Islamabad with an
opportunity to play a “unique
and historic role.” And claimed
that its election to the Council

St ot

in U.N. at ‘appropriate time’

with such “overwhelming sup-
port” was a tribute to the “prag-
matic, constructive and
far-sighted internal and foreign
polices” pursued by the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf. The success “is a reflection
of world support for Pakistan’s
principled position on all major
global issues.”

In keeping with its “‘princi-
pled policies and high ideals,”
Pakistan would strive for ad-
vancing the time-tested princi-
ples enshrined in the U.N.
Charter.

These related to the mainte-
nance of peace and security and
the peaceful resolution of dis-
putes. “In constructive collabo-
ration with the rest of the
Security Council membership,
Pakistan will work for the im-
plementation of the U.N. reso-
lutions, and the achievement of
the targets set in the Millenni-
um Declaration, towards a bet-
ter and more peaceful world.
The people of Pakistan can be
rightfully proud of this signifi-
cant international recognition
and achievement,” the state-
ment said.

This is the sixth time that Pa-
kistan has been elected to the
15-member Security Council.
Earlier, Pakistan had served on
the Council for the terms 1993-
94, 1983-84, 1976-77, 1968-69
and 1952-53.

2002
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Musharraf wdrns
India against —~
‘pre-emptive’ move
9 \

LONDON, SEPT. 29. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
has vowed to “rid” the country
of terrorists and denied allega-
tions that his secret intelligence
service, ISI, is helping the Al-
Qaeda activists find refuge in
Pakistan.

In an interview to The Sunday
Times, he warned India against
emulating the American doc-
trine of pre-emptive action. The
doctrine, he said, did not apply
to India and Pakistan. “If India
ever thinks it applies, it is sadly
mistaken. It must never under-
take this adventure,” he said.

Responding to international
concerns about the continuing
terrorist presence in Pakistan,
particularly in Karachi, Gen.
Musharraf said: “I can assure
you that we are going to rid not
just Karachi but the whole of
Pakistan of this menace. That is
~ my promise.”
| But he added that given the
| size of the country and the ter-
[ rain, it was not possible to plug
| every point across the Afghan
border.

l About the fate of Osama bin
[ Laden, Gen. Musharraf first
|

!
By Hasan Suroor Y

suggested that he might be
“hiding” in some remote tribal
area of Pakistan (“It's possible
that a few sympathetic individ-
uals may be hiding him”), but |
then asserted that there was no
question of his being in Pakis-
tan. “Here you've got the army
deployed. Would he risk coming f
here? Maybe, he would like to |
escape to Chechnya or Somalia, i
but not to Pakistan.
“Or he may be in Pakistan,
he said. |
—— e

"
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~Pak zealots
favour Slmla
~ Agreement |

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 29. — In an apparent policy shift, an
alliance of six hardline religious parties in Pakistan said it
prefers the settlement of Kashmir and other disputes with
India under the ambit of the Simla Agreement.

The alliance allayed fears that militants would step up op-
erations in Jammu and Kashmir in the wake of the Islam-
ists’ resurgence.

The alliance — Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal’s — has resolv-
ed that the Kashmir issue should be settled through bilate-
ral approach outlined by the Simla Agreement, Moulana
Fazlur Rehman, MMA's nominee to the post of Prime Min-
ister, said. The MMA believe that the policy toresolve all dis-
putes with India through Simla Agreement should be contin-
ued until Pakistan Parliament decides otherwise, Mr Reh-
man, who heads the pro-Taliban Jamat Ulema Islami said.
He also tried to play down fears that resurgence of MMA
would strengthen the Pakistan-based militant groups and
step up their operations in J&K. His comments were in
contradiction to Gen. Musharraf’s policy that the Kashmir
issue should be resolved through a third party mediation.

Mr Rehman said: “We want good relations with the west-
ern countries and the world community. We will fully combat
terrorism in the country (Pakistan). We will not let allow such
activities on our soil and also in any other country.” He said:
“We want good relations with the western countries and the
world community. We will fully combat terrorism in the
country (Pakistan). We will not let allow such activities on
our soil and also in any other country.”

Kidnap drama
Mr Siddiqul Farooq, a close aide of deposed Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif was kidnapped and released four hours
later by unidentified gunmen, sources said.

The chief organiser of the Pakistan Muslim League-Na-
waz (PML-N) party, Mr Ahsan Igbal, said Mr Farooq was
kidnapped because he had accused the railways and com-
munications minister, retired Lt. Gén. Javed Ashraf Qazi,
of corruption, adds AFP. /2
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World must declare Pak

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 25

ATAL BIHARI Vajpayee today
criticised the world community
for not declaring Pakistan a ter-
rorist state. The Prime Minister
accused the country of “posing”
to fight terrorism globally while
sending suicide squads into In-
dia to kill innecent people.

“It is regrettable that the in-
ternational community is un-

able to differentiate between -

terrorism and a terrorist state.
Pakistan is today playing the
role of a terrorist nation,” Vaj-
payee said at a NDA rally held
in the capital to mark the coali-
tion government’s completion
of three years.

Referring to the terrorist

a terrorist

%\/"’Q f/‘l""
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strike on the World Trade Centre,
he observed that India’s struggle
against the menace for the past
two decades had gone unheeded
by the word community.

The fight against terrorism
was a long-drawn affair, which

‘may not yield quick results, the

Prime Minister said. “This de-
mon has to be eliminated. We
have to prepare ourselves men-
tally -to face this new kind of
challenge,” he said.

Vajpayee also asserted that
India’s defence preparedness
had become stronger under the
NDA rule. During his 20-minute
speech, Vajpayee touched upon
a variety of issues including the
country’s foodgrains position,
checking of inflation, economic
situation and coalition politics.

b
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In an oblique reference to
the Cauvery water dispute be-
tween Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu, he regretted that no
attempt had been made to ex-
plore the prospects of linking
the major river basins to
solve the water shortage prob-
lem of states. .

Several states are now in-
volved in water disputes and
the court too has been dragged
into the matter, Vajpayee noted
while wondering if it was not
possible to solve these issues
sitting across the table.

Responding to the Indian
Prime Minister and Deputy
PM’s diatribe, Pakistan said the
Indian leadership was living in
a world of make-belief and was
not in touch with reality.



‘Dialogue real measure of
reducing tension: Pak.

Qrﬁ\é f—By B. Muralidhar Reddy wo- W

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 21. Pakistan on Monday hoped

i that the withdrawal of troops would lead to re-

sumption of dialogue between Islamabad and
New Delhi.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, maintained that the return to the
negotiation table is the real measure of “tension
subsiding” in the region. It was the first Foreign
Office briefing since the October 10 election. To a
question whether he expected any changes in
foreign policy, Mr. Khan said though he could not
predict what the new government would do, Pa-
kistan’s foreign policy has remained unchanged
for several decades.

He claimed that Pakistan’s stand had been vin-
dicated by the Indian decision to withdraw its
troops and hoped “good sense will prevail and it
will (also) come to the negotiating table for
dialogue”.

“We hope s0,"” he said when asked whether the
withdrawal of troops would lead to resumption of
dialogue between the two countries.

The real measure of reducing tension would be
to resume the dialogue, he said.

“We hope as the troops withdraw, tension
would subside but the real measure of tension-
subsiding would be to sit across the negotiating

- table and start talking to each other.” Pakistan,

he said, wanted good relations will all its
neighbours.

Mr. Khan said Pakistan was forced to deplov its
troops in the defensive posture, after India
massed its army on the border in offensive posi-
tion. Pakistan had since been calling for de-esca-
lation and withdrawal of troops to peacetime
location.

The resolution of all disputes including the
“core Kashmir issue” was possible only if India
came to the negotiating table.

Respondg@t A guestion, he said Pakistan had
welcomed reports that the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee,[would attend the summit meet-
ing of the South)Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC). “Participation of all mem-
bers is important for the smooth functioning of
SAARC”. Pakistan was looking forward to holding
the next SAARC meeting early next year, he
added.

Asked about the re-appointment of Ambassa-
dors, he said Pakistan had not received any in-
timation in this regard.

It was India which made the move. On the
Indian decision to allow civilian aircraft to over-
fly its territory, he said the matter was “under
consideration”.

He dismissed as “"baseless and tendentious”
reports about Pakistan providing nuclear know-
how to North Korea. “Pakistan has never supplied
any nuclear material or technology to any coun-
try, including North Korea,” he said and main-
tained that Pakistan was a responsible country
and its nuclear programme was under strict
safeguard. .

To a question, Mr. Khan said reports of the
Coalition forces vacating bases in Pakistan was
with regard to the functioning of the Internation-
al Security Force (ISAF) which was using the air-
ports on commercial basis for supply of
equipment. Pakistan would continue to provide
“logistic support” to the International Coalition.

To another question, he said the constituents
of the Mutthida Majlis-e-Amal had always been
‘mainstream’ parties taking part in all previous
elections.

He told a journalist that he did not agree with
his description of some parties in the MMA as
“religious extremists”. One of the MMA parties
had headed a provincial government in 1972 and
they all had been part and parcel of the Pakistan
politics, he added.



Pak returns thg:
compliment,’s-
orders pullbac
Atal Islamabad trip cleired

Udayan Namboodiri &
Mubashir Zaidi
New Delhi/Islamabad, Oct 17

IN MAJOR moves towards eas-
ing tensions, Pakistan today re-
ciprocated to troops pullback
in kKind while an Indian foreign
office source confirmed that
Atal Bihari Vajpayee will go to
Islamabad for the next Saarc
Summit.

But it’s too early to speculate
on the possibility of a Vajpay-
ee-Musharraf meeting on the
sidelines of the Summit. It’s
understood that the Cabinet
Committee on Security meet-
ing yesterday agreed on the
Prime Minister’s trip to Pak-
istan, but not on his meeting
the Pakistan President.

A repeat of the Kathmandu
summit handshake is possible
in the Islamabad summit —
scheduled for January — but it’s
unlikely that there'll be any sub-
stantial talks between India and
Pakistan as Delhi is likely to in-
sist that Islamabad first end sup-
port to cross-border terrorism.

Today, a statement issued by
the Pakistan Foreign Office,
said the Government had decid-
ed to withdraw troops from the
border with India. “The Govern-
ment of Pakistan has decided to
withdraw its forces from the
Pakistan-India border to their
peace-time locations. The pull-
back will commence shortly.”

A military source said the
withdrawal would begin as ear-
ly as Monday. The decision was
taken at a high-level meeting of
the Army chaired by Mushar-
raf in Islamabad today. It was
attendsd by all the service
chiefs, corps commanders, gov-
ernors, foreign and interior
ministels. It’s learnt that or-
ders wer issued today by the
military ligh command to for-
ward formations to start the re-

location from Monday.

Musharraf said India’s pull-
back decision vindicated Is-
lamabad’s stance that coercion
and belligerence wouldn’t lead
to any solution of the Kashmir
dispute.

“It only proves that the only
solution to the issues con-
fronting us is through dialogue
and not coercion, belligerence
or sabre-rattling,” he said at
the meeting.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman said Islamabad’s
pullback would prove that the
country stands for normal rela-
tions with India. “Pakistan re-
gards India’s decision of a
phased withdrawal of its
armed forces from the Pak-
istan-India border as a step in
the right direction. That’s why
the Government of Pakistan
has responded positively.”

He added that Pakistan
wants to resolve the Kashmir
dispute as well as all other dif-
ferences with India on the ba-
sis of sovereign equality, jus-
tice, international norms and
the principles of UN Charter
through a sustained and pur-
poseful dialogue.

The spokesman said Pak-
istan had responded positively
without even waiting for the
ground implementation of In-
dia’s pullback only for the sake
of de-escalation of tension in
the region. He said Pakistan
expects India to lift all travel re-
strictions to further ease the
situation.

Islamabad’s decision has
been hailed by various foreign
policy experts in Pakistan who
believe that Pakistan has again
proved that it wants immediate
resumption of talks with India
on all issues. Religious parties,
which otherwise favour tough

policy towards India, surpris-
ingly hailed the decision. /
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New Delhi hedges on

Vajpayee’s Saarc visit
9o S

New Delhi: Concerned at the perception that
it was de-escalating tensions with Pakistan
too quickly, the government on Thursday
scrambled to stem speculation that a final de-
cision had been taken on the Prime Minister
attending the January 2003 Saarc summit in
Islamabad.

On Thursday morning, a TV channel had
quoted minister of state for external affairs
Digvijay Singh as saying that Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee would definitely travel
to Islamabad for the summit although “not
for any bilateral process”.

Coming in the wake of the decision to
withdraw troops from the border, Mr Singh’s
comment seemed to suggest a further soften-
ing of the Indian stand, a suggestion the gov-
ernment is keen to avoid.

The announcement from Pakistan that it too
would be withdraw- _
ing its troops from the
border added to the
speculation that a cal-
ibrated strategy of
phased de-escalation
has begun.

Moving quickly to
correct this impres- M
sion, the government B
clarified that there
was a “large gap be-
tween the possibility
and the reality”.
Since the MEA could
not contradict Mr °
Singh’s remarks on the Saarc summit, it rein-
terpreted them, focusing largely on the con-
ditions attached to such an event.

The Prime Minister, MEA officials said,
would travel to Islamabad only if the summit
was held, which in turn would depend on
there being a “purpose” to it. And since the
dates for the summit were still to be finalised,
it made no sense to speak of a visit to Pak-
istan by Mr Vajpayee at this stage.

While external affairs minister Yashwant
Sinha said on Thursday afternoon that the PM
would travel to Islamabad “if” there was a
summit, the MEA spokesperson said, “The
dates of the summit are not yet finalised. Once
the dates are finalised, we will consider it.”

The spokesperson further made it clear
that the government was not considering the
resumption of a dialogue in the near future,
saying, “What is needed to start a dialogue
with Pakistan is a complete and visible end to
cross-border terrorism.”
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By Aunohita Mojumdar
TiMES NEws NETWORK
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Army’s demobilisation
will run into crores

By Rajat Pandit
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The pull-back of more than four
lakh troops along with heavy armoured and
artillery formations from forward positions
along the international border (IB) with Pak-
istan will be an enormous logistical exercise,
with the cost running into hundreds of
crores of rupees.

But the decision of the Cabinet Committee
on Security to “redeploy” forward deployed
forces, say army officers, has come not a day
too soon. “You can’t leave troops hanging on at
the border in combat readiness for ten months.
It’s criminal that a decision, one way or the
other, was not taken sooner,” said an officer.

In the initial days after Operation
Parakram began in the wake of the December
13 parliament attack, the mobilised troops
were gung-ho about “going in to teach (Pak-
istan) a lesson”. “But their morale started
_ebbing once the real-
§ isation sank in that
the promised engage-
ment would probably
not take place. More-
over, the Tharsh
weather and terrain
took a heavy toll on
both the men and
their equipment,”
said another officer.

The general feel-
ing, in hindsight, is
that the mobilisation
of more than a half-
a-million troops
should not have been a “knee-jerk reaction”
in the first instance itself. “It should have
been a calibrated build-up,” said the officer.

The top brass of the armed forces held.a se-
ries of meetings on Thursday to chalk out the
withdrawal from the IB.

The “demobilisation” is likely to begin
from Punjab, followed by Rajasthan, Gujarat
and the Jammu sector. The combined com-
manders’ conference on October 23 is likely
to finetune these plans.

The pull-back is certainly going to cost a
lot, with hundreds of trains and aircraft be-
ing requisitioned, but the government is ex-
tremely cagey about disclosing any figures.

The cost, as per some estimates, for just the
initial mobilisation, is well over Rs 2,000
crore. While it took 28 days for the initial mo-
bilisation, the pull-back is expected to take
slightly longer.

@ See Edit: Warless Games, Page 16
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INDIA’S DECISION ON PULLBACK HAILED

not e

Pak. to withdraw troops
to peacetime locations

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 17. Following
New Delhi's decision on
Wednesday to pull back its
troops from the International
Border, Islamabad today an-
nounced the withdrawal of its
forces from the Pakistan-India
border to their peacetime loca-
tions, and said the process
would commence shortly.

It urged India to begin a dia-
logue for resolution of all differ-
ences, including Kashmir.

The Musharraf Government’s
response came after consulta-
tions on the pros and cons of
the Indian move at the highest
level, and there were indica-
tions of an extensive debate
within the military top brass on
how exactly the Government
should formulate its reaction.

It was around 2.30 p.m. (IST)
that the Musharraf regime took
the view that the Indian deci-
sion to pull back its troops from
the IB was a “step in the right
direction”” and that a “positive
and timely” response could be

expecte}mm Islamabad.

Alittle latet, the Pakistan For-
eign Office came out with an-
other statement announcing
the country’s decision to recall
the troops on the IB to their
peacetime locations. The deci-
sion had been taken at a high-
power meeting chaired by the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf, it said.

It was not clear if the refer-
ence was to the Special Corps
Commanders meet convened
by Gen. Musharraf at short no-
tice to take stock of the situation
arising out of the Indian troop
pullout.

For Pakistan, the mobilisa-
tion of Indian troops could not
have come at a more inoppor-
tune time as it faced pressure
from the United States-led coa-
lition to step up deployment
and vigil on the Afghan borders
to halt the possible infiltration
of the remnants of the Al-Qaeda
and the Taliban.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman said that since the
escalation of tensio etween
the two countries i December
last, Islamabagfiad emphasised

the importance of withdrawing
the forces and resumption of
dialogue, for the resolution of
all outstanding issues.

Pakistan had always stood for
normal relations with India and
the resolution of the Kashmir
dispute and all other differences
on the basis of sovereign equal-
ity, justice, international norms
and the purposes and principles
of the United Nations Charter
through a sustained and pur-
posetul dialogue.

“Pakistan has consistently
called for de-escalation, with-
drawal by India of its forces to
peace-time locations and the
resumption of a dialogue for the
resolution of all outstanding is-
sues, including the core issue of .
Kashmir,” the spokesman said.

At the meeting of the Corps
Commanders, Gen. Musharraf
did claim that the Indian an-
nouncement on troop with-
drawal had vindicated
Pakistan’s stance that the “only
solution... was through dia-
logue and not coercion, bellig-
erence and
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Troops to be

W

ulled back

“from border

Statesman News Service
e

NEW DELHI, Oct. 16. — India has decided
to move troops back from frontline posi-
tions along the border but will keep an eye
on the Pakistani army’s movements. But
there won’t be any reduction in troop pres-
ence in Jammu and Kashmir because of the
security situation in the state.
Speaking after a Cabinet
Committee on Security

@ At the height of tension,

was up to the three service chiefs to decide
on the time-schedule of the re-deployment.
If the Army decides to move the armoured
divisions from strike positions (they are part
of the 1, Il and XXI strike corps), it would
take a while. Moving the heavy artillery could
also be time consuming. But clearly, the Pak-
istani response would not go unnoticed.
Asked about the possibility of a diplomatic
engagement with Pakistan,
he said: “There was no

meeting chaired by the Pri-  India had an estimated question of discussing that
me Minister, Mr George 700,000 soldiers along the issue” for cross-border ter-
Fernandes today said 40 or jn J&K. They rorism is yet to end. Mr Fer-

troops will be “asked to re-
deploy from positions on
the international border
without impairing their ca-
pacity to respond to any
emergency”. But “there
will be no lowering of vigil
in J&K”, he insisted. The
defence minister repeated-

included troops already in
the state and those moved
after the Parliament attack.
The Army was on full alert
® Three strike corps,
offensive units and several
thousand tanks and artillery

nandes felt the armed
forces had achieved the ob-
jective of securing frontiers
and “done their job”. Re-
ferring to the successful
polls in J&K, he denied that
US pressure was responsi-
ble for holding the poils. He
did not speak about the

ly denied it was a “withdra-
wal” and insisted that it
was “a redeployment”,
though some troops would
go back to peace-time loca-
tions. Eventually, 200,000 to

pieces were stationed on

forward lines, Western and

Central commands had
moved to operational HQs
® IAF and Navy too had
moved planes and ships to

costs, but officials said it
could be over Rs 2,000 crore.

The decision was taken
after today’s meeting of the
National Security Advisory
Board of the National Se-

300,000 troops could head
home from forward posts.
Asked about the kind of redeployment,
Mr Fernandes said “A graded calibration”
was necessary. “We have to look at the oth-
er side,” he added, referring to Pakistan’s
reactions, saying it “takes time to redeploy.”
India would initially move back some
troops but deploy others in a way so that “e-
mergencies” can be dealt with, Army and
Air Force officials said. Clearly, all 700,000
men along the border and the LoC would-
n't be moved at once. Moving even
100,000 men and their equipment is not an
easy logistical task. Mr Fernandes said it

forward positions.

curity Council, presided
over by Mr Vajpayee. The
members, including retired generals or their
equivalents, retired bureaucrats and top offi-
cials, recommended a phased withdrawal
from the border but felt that troops should
continue to remain in strength in J&K.

Pak reaction: Pakistan declined to react to
India’s decision to withdraw troops from the
border, saying it would prefer to wait till it
gets details. “India announced this only now.
We will react tomorrow,” said a foreign office
spokesman, adds PTI from Islamabad.

India wants Pak to reciprocate, page 4
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ndia in a bind over resumption
. of dialogue with Pakistan ;.o

\ By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, QCT. 15. India finds itself in a bind
as far as resiming dialogue with Pakistan is
concerned. ' With international pressure
mounting, the only public response from
New Deihi is a loud “no” to talks with Pakis-
tan.

This was conveyed to the National Secu-
rity Adviser to the United States President,
Condoleeza Rice, by her Indian counter-
part, Brajesh Mishra, when she telephoned
him last week in Copenhagen. Ms. Rice re-
portedly told him that with the elections in
Pakistan and Jammu and Kashmir now
over, India should resume talks with
Pakistan.

Senior Government sources told this cor-
respondent recently that “people” would
not accept talks with Pakistan at a time
when the BJP-led coalition itself had raised
the ante against Islamabad. As New Delhi
took a strident position against dialogue at
the India-European Union summit in Co-
penhagen, the limits of “non-engagement”
were exposed. In fact, the stridency of the
Indian position extended to intrusive com-
ments on Pakistan’s internal affairs — an
action that can only elicit harsh responses
from Islamabad. While India had every
right to comment on Pakistani affairs, it was
evident that New Delhi’s position was dic-
tated by the Pakistani President, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf's comments on the killings
in Gujarat and the BJP’s role in them.

There is an inherent danger in the escala-

tion of rhetoric; all internal affairs could be-
come fair game for public comments
between the two countries. The only de-
fence New Dethi may have is: “they started
it first”. India, which has borne the brunt of
terrorist attacks in Jammu and Kashmir
since 1990 at the least, has legitimate con-
cerns on what Islamabad and the Pakistani
intelligence establishment have been engi-
neering. But the problem it faces is that the
U.S.-led international community sees the
Kashmir and Pakistani elections as an ad-
vance in the path to dialogue to reduce ten-
sions between the two South Asian
neighbours.

Pressure to resume talks

In Copenhagen, the pressure mounted
on India to exercise restraint, de-escalate
and resume talks was intense. But New Del-
hi managed to make its point strongly. Giv-
en the fact that similar but separate
comments have been made by the Amer-
icans, it would hardly be surprising if Wash-
ington and the European Union have been
coordinating their positions as far as India
is concerned.

If not dialogue, India and Pakistan must
begin to end the current state of tension
between them by permitting the return of
the High Commissioners, withdrawing
their troops and resuming all transport
links snapped in December last.

India, which has legitimate reservations
on holding talks with Pakistan because of
continuing terrorist attacks, can reduce the

pressure on it by resummg some coma
The current state of ‘no-contact’ cannot
continue indefinitely. There may be sec-
tions of the Government which are keen on
relaxing the tough posture, but feel that the
pressure of public opinion from the “peo-
ple” will be too much.

In a sense, the international community,
too, needs to focus on the resumption of
contacts between the two countries, which,
in the current scenario, could help in the
process of confidence-building. All this,
however, does not mean that India should
stop stressing on Pakistani sponsorship on
terrorism. In fact, India needs to build a
solid dossier on the Pakistani role in Kash-
mir and others and present it to principal
interlocutors.

As New Delhi struggles with its Pakistan
dilemma, the parliamentary strength dem-
onstrated by the Islamist parties in Pakistan
needs to be considered very seriously. If the
“jehadi mindset” begins to dominate the
Pakistani establishment even more, then
India needs to think quickly about the tim-
ing of talks with Pakistan. And, after sug-
gesting a “band” of dates for the SAARC
summit in Islamabad in January, New Delhi
must go ahead with the visit of the Prime
Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, to Pakistan. At the
August meeting of Foreign Ministers in
Kathmandu, India correctly said the SAARC
process would go on irrespective of differ-
ences with Islamabad. The Prime Minister
must travel to [slamabad. It is the least that
can be done for South Asia.
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~Ingia may insist on bilateral
‘¢ pull-back of troops -

Srinjoy Chowﬂ;ﬁ:r
in. New Daelhi

Oct. 14. - India may decide to with-
draw troops from the border, but it will
expect Pakistan to pull back troops ei-
ther simultaneously or immediately af-
ter the Indian withdrawal begins.

Senior defence sources said that the
decision, if the government goes
through with even a token pull-back
initially, after various meetings later
this week, would be because of the suc-
cessful conclusion of the Jammu and
Kashmir elections. Infiltration and ter-
rorist-sponsored violence in the state
was unacceptably high during the elec-
tions and before it.

The bilateral pull-back issue is a
tricky one. Even sometime ago, the
Centre’s stand was “pull-back on both
sides after bilateral discussions”. Now,
officials said that while India could an-
nounce a pull-back of sorts, it would
expect Pakistan to do so soon after.

“There may not be formal talks
though informal discussions could hap-
pen. We expect them to reciprocate.
For they (Pakistan) have been telling
the world that the build-up is a threat
to peace inthe sub-continent,” he said.

There are several reasons for thinking
of a pull-back. There are 700,000 troops
on the border - a small number could go
back initially. Pakistan has about 400,000
men facing the Indian army.

B First, the success in J&K may be an
opening to pull back some troops. But,
officials said, infiltration after a ‘good’
June and July is worse than normal.
There was a big jump after August and
the violence levels in the state are sim-
ilar to the previous years. Officials
pointed out that hard-line Islamic par-
ties have done well in the recent polls
in Pakistan and this could lead to an
increase in border tensions.

B Secondly, there is a feeling that the
threat of having virtually the entire ar-
my on the borders could be wearing

HE STATESMAL

off. “There has to be something. Oth-
erwise, the enemy will stop taking the
build-up seriously. They will know that
we will not do anything. The troops
have been on the border for 10 months
now,” the official said.

8 The winter months are here and the
passes in Northern Kashmir are
closed. It is possible to thin out troops
in the area but keep the army and
Rashtriya Rifles for anti-militancy op-
erations in the interiors.

@ There is also the possibility of
friendly persuasion by Western powers
like the USA and the European Union
to de-escalate. Internationally, India
could look good if it speaks of even a
token pull-back.

How the pull-back will happen is yet
to be decided. It is logical that initially,
there will be token withdrawals. If they
succeed, then the aggressive compo-
nents like the strike corps on both
sides (1,2 and 21 for India) could be
moved back.



/ ‘PAK. MUST STOP INFILTRATION FOR DIALOGUE'’
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lecision on W|thdra\wal of

troops on Oct. 16: Advani

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHi, OCT. 13. A decision on
a phased withdrawal of some
seven lakh troops posted along
the border with Pakistan is to be
taken on October 16 when the
National Security Advisory
Board and the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security will meet, the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, hinted today.

If this decision is taken, it will
surely be seen as a major step
towards de-escalation of ten-
sions with Pakistan, but Mr. Ad-
vani warned that any dialogue
with Pakistan would necessarily
be pegged on the condition that
all  cross-border  terrorism
should stop. Several key West-
ern powers have been empha-
sising that since elections in
Jammu and Kashmir have been
completed, an India-Pakistan
dialogue must be started.

He dispelled speculation that
in the 2004 Lok Sabha elections,
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, would not be the
prime ministerial candidate of
the National Democratic Alli-
ance. “The road test of the NDA
will be in 2004 when we will
contest the elections under Mr.
Vajpayee’s leadership on the
basis of the performance of the
NDA Government. Mr. Vaj-
payee will be our prime minis-
terial candidate,”” he asserted to
counter the notion that has

gained ground since he was ele-
vated as Deputy Prime Minister
that Mr. Vajpayee was on his
way out and Mr. Advani would
be the new NDA mascot.

Mr. Advani did not think that
the establishment of civilian
rule in Pakistan would be more
favourable to an India-Pakistan
dialogue. He stated bluntly that
the kind of government in Pa-
kistan was not a hurdle — after
all an invitation for the Agra
Summit was given to the head
of a non-civilian government —
but what was certain is that
“cross-border terrorism and a
dialogue cannot go together’.
That Summit had collapsed be-

cause Pakistan had refused to
acknowledge cross-border ter-
rorism and it had even justified
deaths of innocent civilians as
part of a “freedom struggle”.
He said an in-depth analysis
of the situation relating to
cross-border terrorism and the
impact of the recent elections in
Pakistan on the ongoing proxy
war unleashed by the neighbour
on the western front would also
be made at the Security Board
meeting. The political gains
made by religious extremist
groups in Pakistan in the re-
cently-concluded elections
were “worrying”, he admitted.
The October 16 meeting would

Government at the Centre.

Minister.

‘No law to bar foreigners’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 13. The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
today virtually ruled out legislation debarring citizens of
foreign origin from entering high public offices such as
those of President and Prime Minister. He was addressing
a press conference here to mark the completion of three
years in office by the National Democratic Alliance

The controversy was recently raised again when the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, had suggested
that the Congress president, Sonia Gandhi, was a
foreigner who could not be accepted as India’s Prime

“If the (Venkatachalaiah) Commission had made such a
recommendation, the Government could have considered
it, but this was not the case. There is no obligation for us
to follow this,” Mr. Advani said.

look at all related issues and ar-
rive at some decisions. The CCS
meeting, held just before the
Prime Minister left for Nicosia,
Denmark and London had con-
sidered the troop withdrawal is- |
sue, but decided to defer the |
matter till his return, Mr. Advani
said.He was very optimistic that |
the successful completion of
elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir would be a “turning point” ‘
in India’s efforts to eliminate |
terrorism. The Government was |
committed to resuming the dia- |
logue with the elected represen-
tatives to explore a solution to
the Kashmir issue.

Mr. Advani asserted “with full :
responsibility” that with the |
“active support of the people of :
Jammu and Kashmir, we shall
overcome cross-border terror-
ism” as decisively as militancy
had been ended in Punjab.

Responding to a question,
Mr. Advani said it was for the
Prime Minister to decide
whether or not he would attend
the next SAARC meeting in Isla-
mabad. He himself was leaving
in a few days for a visit to Russia
ahead of the Russian President,
Vladimir Putin’s visit here in
December, he said. He recalled
that his last visit to Russia was
in 1977 when he was Minister of
Information and Broadcasting
in the Janata Party Government.

‘Vajpayee will be Prime
Ministerial candidate’: Page 11



~Counter punch,

z'f\'(” Why isn't Vajpayee like this always? 5\:@

Agter the polls in Kashmir and Pakistan, there will be pres§ure
n both India and Pakistan to lower tensions on the border
by demobilising troops and by talking to each other. Indian
troops have been poised on the border for close to a year now
which has led to hundreds of casualties and is telling on morale.
General Musharraf has been using every international forum
possible to launch strident attacks on India, and it is imperative
that New Delhi position itself early to let its core concern —
the cessation of Pakistani-sponsored terrorism in Kashmir —
be known. While Musharraf is pleased to hog the microphone,
Indian leaders are notoriously press and camera-shy when it
comes to articulating the Indian view. This goes with a certain
theory current in South Block that maintaining an Olympian
silence best serves India’s interests. Prime Minister Vajpayee,
therefore, did well to issue a forthright condemnation of
Pakistan’s use of terrorism on his current tour of Cyprus, which
he followed up with an interview to London’s The Financial
Times, although more of the same should be coming from the
foreign policy establishment.

Why are our normally voluble politicians struck dumb when
it comes to addressing media on foreign policy? One constraint
may be that any statement on foreign policy is liable to be
attacked by opposition politicians at home. In the US there
tends to be a bipartisan consensus on these matters while
Musharraf, of course, doesn’t have to worry about opposition
at all. By contrast, the importance of foreign policy is generally
not recognised in India, and opposition politicians think noth-
ing of lambasting foreign policy moves they would themselves
undertake when in power. New Delhi is also relatively new to
what works today — a combination of cheque-book diplomacy
and coercive diplomacy — while what rules the roost in South
Block is mostly the jaw-jaw school of diplomacy epitomised by
foreign tours and palaver about lofty but unattainable ideals.
But that New Delhi is learning the ropes is demonstrated by
Vajpayee’s hardselling of India’s disinvestment and reform
programme. One can only hope that his efforts on behalf of a
higher growth path for the economy are backed by action. Y
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SHARP ATTACK ON GEN. MUSHARRAF
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" with la, says PM

By Amit Barnah

NICOSIA (CYPRUS), OCT. 7. The
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, said here today that
there was no question of India
handing over Kashmir to Pakis-
tan. Kashmir was not a Hindu-
Muslim issue and India could
not accept the logic of partition,
which Pakistan applied to
Kashmir.

Addressing a cheering crowd
of young Indian professionals,
Mr. Vajpayee said the people of
Kashmir had given a clear an-
swer that they wanted to live
with India. Candidates and ac-
tivists belonging to the National
Conference had been the target
of violence during the polls.

Launching a sharp attack on
Pakistan and its President, Per-
vez Musharraf, he said Pakistan
did not have democracy and did
not care about it. Its leaders like
Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sha-
rif had not been allowed to par-
ticipate in the elections.

The world had not seen a dic-
tatorship like the one in Pakis-
tan. “Apne haathon se mukut
pehna liya” (he anointed him-
self the leader), the Prime Min-
ister said in Hindi about the
General.

“This will not last long,” Mr.
Vajpayee said about the current
state of affairs in Pakistan. He
bad got on to a bus and gone to
Lahore in 1999, but the bus got
“punctured’”’. There was pre-
cious little he could do oncg the

bus was functured.

hmiris want to I|ve

The Prime Minister, Atal Beharl Vajpayee, with the Cyprus
Foreign Minister, Yiannakis Cassoulides, on arrival at the
Lamaca airport in Nicosia on Monday. — AP

When he was travelling to La-
hore, Gen. Musharraf as the Ar-
my Chief was plotting to attack
India, Mr. Vajpayee said, mak-
ing it clear that trusting the
General would be a tall order for
him. This was a big betrayal, ata
time when he had carried a
message of cooperation.

After Lahore failed, he even
invited the General to Agra hop-
ing that the Taj — the monu-
ment to love — would move the
Pakistani leader. Gen. Mushar-
raf, however, insisted that what
was going on in Kashmir was a
“freedom struggle” and not ter-
rorism and on account of this
the dialogue at Agra failed.

LN

Pakistan had made all possi-
ble efforts to ensure that polls
did not take place in Kashmir.
There had been no elections in
Pakistan, but it was demanding
that the will of the people in
Kashmir should be exercised (in
the form of a plebiscite).

Turning to other issues, the
Prime Minister said that it was a
“miracle” that a 24-party coali-
tion Government was working
in New Delhi. He had been told
that such a coalition could not
be run but his response was that
“you need the right people to
run a coalition.”

The coalition would not
break until they (the BJP) broke

DU

it. The Congress was a platform
not a party and he, too, had
been arrested during the Quit
India movement in 1942. Refer-
ring to the communists, he said
they were in a poor shape and
were confined to West Bengal
and Kerala.

In an interview to Politis, a
Cypriot newspaper, Mr. Vaj-
payee said that if Pakistan end-
ed its  sponsorship of
cross-border terrorism, then In-
dia was willing to resume a dia-
logue on all issues, including
Jammu and Kashmir.

Pakistan, he said, had to un-
derstand that there could not be
double standards on terrorism
— it could not fight terrorism to
its west and sponsor it to its
east. “Its (Pakistan's) member-
ship in the international coali-
tion against terrorism cannot be
used as a cover for terrorist ac-
tivities directed against India.”

On the Cyprus issue, Mr. Vaj-
payee made it clear that India’s
supported the sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and unity of
Cyprus.

“Our position remains un-
changed that a solution to the
Cyprus problem has to be in
conformity with the U.N. reso-
lutions and in the best interests
of the Cypriot people. We are
also aware that Cyprus. is now
very close to fulfilling its aspira-
tions to join the European
Union, and our best wishes are
with you in this endeavour.”

‘Commendable voter
tumout’: Page 11 ,J/
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Pak. failed all tests to end
ycross-border terrorism’

By Amit Baruah L A 0

NEW DELHI, OCT. 4. India today said it continued {o
hope that Pakistan would “accept” the results ¢f
the successful elections in Jammu and Kashmlr
even as the Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, said
that Islamabad had failed “all tests” to end cross-
border terrorism.

Mr. Sibal said Pakistan continued to “ignite”
terrorism and violence in India. Using harsh
words against Pakistan and its President, Pervez
Musharraf, he said Islamabad hoped to continue
with its policy of “sustainable terrorism”. Refer-
ring to Gen. Musharraf’s comments on Gujarat,
Mr. Sibal accused him of indirectly “inciting in-
ternal violence” in India.

Lauding the people of Jammu and Kashmir for
braving the bullet to exercise their ballot, Mr. Sib-
al pointed out that the polling percentages in the
three phases of the poll were “quite close to the
kind of averages” Western nations had. In fact,
these countries had an even lower turnout and
did not have to face the kind of threats encoun-
tered by the people of Kashmir.

He said the people who had goné from “out-
side” (diplomats) did not see any particular irreg-
ularity or coercion and felt that the elections
seerfled to be free and fair. They were extremely
complimentary about the manner in which the
Election Commission had conducted the
elections.

Stating that the elections had had a positive
impact, Mr. Sibal said India had to wait and see
how Pakistan reacted to the polls. About the
higher degree of violence in the third phase, he
felt that this was a sign of Pakistan’s “frustration”.
All the indications from Pakistan, he said, dem-
onstrated that Islamabad was as yet unwilling to

terrorism, then the way could be opened to re-
sume a dialogue.

Asked about the likely pressure from the in-
ternational community after the polls in Jammu
and Kashmir and Pakistan to begin talks with Pa-
kistan, Mr. Sibal posed a counter-question — on
what basis could they ask for the resumption of
jalks? Had Pakistan fulfilled its commitments to
the international community to end cross-border
terrorism? Replying to his own question, Mr. Sib-
al said Gen. Musharraf had done nothing on that
front. Pressure, he said, would mean that India
was being unreasonable in some way and had to
be pressed. First, the international community
would have to tell us that Pakistan was being
convincingly reasonable based on hard evidence.

Asked if India had broached the question of the
two Pakistani nationals reportedly responsible
for the Akshardham massacre with Islamabad,
the Foreign Secretary said Pakistan had done
nothing about the list of 20 terrorists presented to
it. This was despite the fact that Interpol had
issued “red corner” notices for all the 20 persons
wanted by India, adding there had been no coop-
eration from Pakistan on the issue.

On the coming general elections under mil-
itary rule in Pakistan, Mr. Sibal said that while the
judgment of the international observers there
was awaited, the purpose and end results of the
process had already been compromised by the
President acquiring all kinds of powers.

The Foreign Secretary said the formation of the
National Security Council and the constitutional
amendments introduced by Gen. Musharraf
showed that the NSC would be the real power.
Whatever (Government) emerged after the elec-
tions would not be the result of a free and fair
process, he argued. The polls, he said, could be

draw the “right lessons” from the elections. If ee and fair within an overall unfree and unfair
| Pakistan Mson and ended cross-bor framework”.
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“Musharraf statements on
Akshardham unacggepta{b{!e’

By Our Diplomatic Corresponden

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 30. India today said it “could not
accept” the recent statements by the Pakistani
President, Pervez Musharraf, placing the Aksh-
ardham attack in the context of the killings of
Muslims earlier this year in Gujarat.

Asked to comment on the recent statements
made by the Gen. Musharraf, the Foreign Office
spokesperson, Nirupama Rao, said Islamabad
should set its house in order rather than com-
menting on matters that did not concern it.

“What happened in Gujarat (the Akshardham
attack) was an unadulterated act of terrorism,”
she said, adding that you could not have “good
and bad terrorists”. In response to other ques-
tions relating to internal affairs in Pakistan, she
maintained that the concept of “sustainable de-
mocracy” being promoted by Pakistan’s military
ruler was not recognised by other countries.

Pakistan, she said, tried to project itself as the
“gold standard” while commenting on the “fully
free and fair” elections in Jammu and Kashmir.

Separately, official sources, when asked about
a $300 million payment to Pakistan by the U.S,,
said in the past New Delhi had seen Islamabad
using economic assistance to intensify conflict in
the region and support a military build-up.

¢ India-China “security dialogue”,

In another development, the thirdlround of the
hich took
place in Beijing yesterday, discussed the interna-
tional security situation, including the campaign
against terrorism. There was also an “introduc-
tion" of each other's national defence policies
and a review of the international disarmament
agenda, an official statement said.

Issues relating to regional security coopera-
tion, the situation in the neighbourhood, rela-
tions with ASEAN and the situation in the Korean
peninsula came up for discussion as well.

“The first round of (the) bilateral security dia-
logue was held in Beijing in March 2000 and the
second round in New Delhi in February 2001. The
third round is part of the ongoing process, which
was established during discussions with our then
External Affairs Minister and the Chinese Foreign
Minister in June 1999.

“The security dialogue between India and Chi-
na is intended to facilitate better mutual percep-
tions of security and concerns (bilateral, regional
and international) of the two sides, to expand
commonalities in their approach to security is-
sues and to address and resolve differences
where possible. Both sides adopted a forward-
looking approach to the dialogue,” the statement
added.
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Pakistan refutes
Vajpayee’s charges

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

'SLAMABAD, SEP. 30. Hours after
he Prime Minister, Atal Behari
’ajpayee, maintained in New
Yelhi that Pakistan should be
1ade accountable for
ontinuing to sponsor
:rrorism in India, Islamabad
ehemently denied the charge.

The Pakistan Minister of

tate for Foreign Affairs, Inam-
1-Haq, maintained at a news
:onference here today that
‘Pakistan is not sponsoring,
encouraging and allowing any
terrorism anywhere’. He
reiterated Pakistan’s stand that
it condemned terrorism
anywhere.

Mr. Haq characterised Mr.
Vajpayee’s charge as “totally
incorrect and wrong”. Flanked
by Riaz Khokar, the newly
appointed Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Haq said Pakistan was a
peace-loving country and
wished to live in peace with its
neighbours and normalise
relations with India.

The tone and tenor of Mr.
Hagq's responses to questions
on India were soft. For
instance, when asked if it was
correct that New Delhi was
trying to sabotage the SAARC
Summit scheduled in
Islamabad in January, he
politely reprimanded the
correspondent saying, “Don’t
pre-judge. It is not correct”.

“Let us not prejudge the
issue. We have proposed
January 11 to 13 as the dates
for the SAARC Summit. We are
expecting replies from the
member-states. Some have
already replied. We hope to
get a positive response from
all countries very soon.
Therefore I will not agree with
you that India is going to
sabotage the SAARC summit.
We can only look at that issue
only if India says these dates
are not acceptable or some
other reasons are advanced to
postpone the summit,” he
said.

Prospects for talks

On the prospects of a
resumption of dialogue
between India and Pakistan
after the October elections in
Kashmir and Pakistan, Mr.
Haq said, “Collin Powel has
expressed the hope that both
sides will resume a dialogue

after the elections. We have
seen some statements from
Indian leaders that perhaps
dialogue would not be
resumed even after the
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir particularly.

“We are watching the
situation. We have brought
these statements to the
attention of the U.S.
Government. We will see how
the situation develops,” he
said.

Mr. Hag, who has returned
after a two-week-long stay in
the U.S,, said he had conveyed
Pakistan's reservations over
the recent remarks made by
the U.S. Ambassador to New
Delhi, Robert Blackwill, that
the level of infiltration had
gone up at the LOC. Pakistan
had given a demarche to the
U.S. over Mr. Blackwill’s
observations.

Election to U.N. Council

Asked whether Pakistan
would take advantage of its
election to the U.N. Security
Council as a non-permanent
member (for a two-year period
beginning January 2003) and
raise the Kashmir issue, he
gave a diplomatic answer...
“Pakistan being a member in
the Security Council does not
mean automatically that we
will raise or not raise certain
issues.

“Any member of the U.N. is
free to raise any issue before
the Security Council. We will

assess the situation as we go
by and we will take decisions
in the best national interest.”

About the Indian Finance
Minister, Jaswant Singh’s
assertions that India had the
right to go for a pre-emptive
strike under Article 51 of the
U.N. Charter, in self-defence,
Mr. Haq quoted Mr. Singh as
having said that it was an
“academic” opinion.

“Pakistan’s position on
Article 51 of the U.N. is clear.
It provides the right of self-
defence in case of aggression
against any country. Pakistan
also believes that unilateral
action by any one country
against another country will
create a situation that would
be problematic because
justification for pre-emptive
strikes will be different from
one country to another. Any
action should be under the
umbrella of the UNSC
resolutions,” he said.

In response to a question
on reports of India preparing
for “pre-emptive strikes”, he
said he was not aware of India
re-deploying its forces.

“Their forces are already on
our borders. There was some
lessening of tensions during
the last few months they have
allowed leave for Indian
soldiers and some de-alert
processes have been started.
We have seen those processes
were being reversed. We are
keeping a close watch,” he
said.

|

aggressive postures.

We’ll pay back India in |
the same coin: Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 30. The Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, has said that Islamabad would pay New Delhi
in the ‘same coin’ if the later continued with its

In a response to a question on the remarks of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, at the annual
conference of senior police officers in New Delhi, Gen.
Musharraf told journalists at a function to raise the height
of the Mangla Dam in the Pak-Occupied Kashmir that
Pakistan believed in reciprocal actions.

“If someone is aggressive to us, then we are also
aggressive. If someone talks peace to us, we also talk

peace,” the state-controlled news agency Associated S
of Pakistan (APP) quoted him as saying.
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“PM appeals to world

“against Pak terror

Statesman News Service \\ {o

NEW DELHI, Sept. 30, —— Mr Atal
Behari Vagpayee today urged the
global community to hold Pakistan
responsible for sponsoring cross-bor-
der terrorism against India.

Speaking at an annual conference
of DGPs, heads of Intelligence and
Central potice forees, the Prime Min-
ister said Jammu and Kashmir was
on the verge of returning to peace.

“Terrorist groups backed by Paki-
stan are creating a fear psychosis in
J&K. Candidates were killed, voters
intimidated and a call given for boy-
cotting the polls. But the people
showed that the bullet cannot defeat
the ballot in a democracy. This will,
however, not end jehadi terrorism in
the state. We will intensify our diplo-
matic initiatives to remind the... in-
ternational coalition against terror-
ism that they must redecm their
pledge to fight terrorism every-
where... Which means that Pakistan
must be held accountable for its con-
tinucd sponsorship of terrorism
against India,” he said.

The Prime Minister held a meeting
with top officials of Intelligence
agencies and Central paramilitary
forces to review security. A 45-mi-
nute “intcractive session”,
took place before Mr Vajpavee ad-
dressed the police chiefs’” meet. was
attended by Mr LK Advani and min-
isters of state for home Mr ID Swami

™ME STATESMAR
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Vajpayee, Blair to
discuss terrorism

LONDON, Sept. 30. — The fight
against terrorism, including the is-
sue of cross-border terrorism, will
figure prominently in talks be-
‘tween Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
and his British counterpart Mr To-
ny Blair on 12 October here, offi-
cial sources said today.

This will be the fourth meeting
between the two leaders in one |
year, a significant pointer to grow- |
ing relations between the two
countries. The Prime Minister will
arrive here on 11 October after at-
tending the India-European Union
Summit at Copenhagen.

Sources said. several issues in-
cluding bilateral, regional and in-
ternational issues are expected fo
figure during the talks. — PT1

and Mr Vidyasagar Rao.

The security agencies sought “gui-
dance” from Mr Vajpayee while deal-
ing with security issues in a “real time-
frame” and formulating a policy on
long-pending demands of the police.

Mr Vajpayee also expressed “di-
sappointment” over the poor utilisa-
tion of funds for police modernisa-
tion by states. He said the home min-
istry could review the modernisation

scheme to identify the bottleney




HELP OF LOCALS NOT RULED OUT: DGP

‘Akshardham temple attackers
' oo were from Pakistan’ s

By Manas Dasgupta

GANDHINAGAR, SEPT. 27, The Guj-
arat police may have achieved
an important breakthrough in
the investigations into the at-
tack on the Akshardham temple
by identifying the driver of the
taxi in which two terrorists are
believed to have travelled from
the Ahmedabad railway station.

The Director-General of Po-
lice, K. Chakravarthi, said here
today that the police were yet to
confirm and corroborate the in-
formation given by the driver on
the two terrorists. He denied
that the driver, Rajubhai Tha-
kore, and the owner of the taxi,
Mansukh Acharya, had been ar-
rested and said that several oth-
er taxi drivers too had been
picked up for questioning.

The two terrorists came out
of the railway station around
2.45 p.m., carrying a huge bag
and hired the taxi. During the
entire 50-km journey they did
not speak except at the Koba-

Gandhinagar circle where they
asked the driver in Hindi to stop
for a while so that they could
drink water. They bought a bot-
tle of water from a hotel and
then went to Akshardham.

The driver had identified the
bodies of the two terrorists to be
those of the same persons who
travelled in his taxi. Apparently,
the terrorists were carrying their
arms and ammunition in their
bag. The bag, as revealed later,
contained a couple of bedrolls
in which the arms were hidden.

It was not clear by which
train the duo had arrived. It
could be any of the five that ar-
rive at the Ahmedabad station
around that time, including the
Jammu-Tawi Express and the
Howrah-Ahmedabad Express.

The anti-terrorist squad of
the State police has obtained
the reservation charts of all the
trains to ascertain from where
the duo might have boarded the
train.

A report received here said

that both the terrorists were Pa-
kistani nationals, one a resident
of Lahore and the other of Pesh-
awar. However, the DGP did not
confirm their identity.

Mr. Chakravarthi said that
prima facie it did not seem that
the taxi driver or its owner was
part of the terrorist gang. Rajub-
hai Thakore, who worked for
Mansukh Acharya, has been
driving the same taxi for the last
five years and had always been
operating from the railway sta-
tion.

He dropped the duo near gate
number three of Akshardham
and left. After about 30 minutes,
the random shooting began.
The DGP said the police had re-
ceived “several leads and infor-
mation” and were collecting
“evidences”.

While ruling out that the two
terrorists could be “locals” and
that the attack was for taking
“revenge” against the Gujarat
killings — as the unsigned let-
ters found on the terrorists’
bodies indicated— Mr. Chakra-

varthi said the “support” of
some local people could not be
ruled out.

It was not possible for any
outsider to launch an attack 6n
the Akshardham temple with-
out having an intricate knowl-
edge of the complex.

It was likely that the terrorists
had visited the complex earlier,
and were possibly helped by
some local people, before
launching the attack.

It was clear that the two were
“highly motivated and well-
trained”.

Mr. Chakravarthi said there
were “hundreds of soft targets”
like the Akshardham.

The State Government had
requested the Centre to station
for some more time the 12 co-
lumns of Army, deployed in Ah-
medabad, Vadodara, Surat,
Godhra, Dahod and some other
sensitive towns during the
bandh on Tuesday, besides the
12 companies of the CRPF and
four companies of the BSF.

A fallout of Gujarat riots:

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 27. The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, today asserted that the
terrorist attack on the Akshardham temple
in Gandhinagar on Tuesday was a “fallout”
of the killings of thousands of Muslims in
the Gujarat riots, even as the Pakistan For-
eign Office dubbed the charges of Pakistani
involvement in the attack as a “bunch of
lies”.

In an informal talk with reporters here
after a function, Gen. Musharraf said India
should “put its own house in order” before
pointing fingers at others for the terrorist
attacks in the country.

On the reported decision of the Indian
armed forces to cancel the leave of officers,
Gen. Musharraf said he did not foresee a
war with India. However, he asserted that
the Pakistani forces were prepared for any
eventuality.

To a question on the Indian allegations
about Pakistan’s involvement in the temple
attack, he said that “it is a misperception.
They should not blame us because what is
happening in Gujarat is the fallout of killing
of thousands of Muslims there. India
should putits own house in order instead of
mudslinging and blaming Pakistan. Their

intema/a’f‘aﬂrs are not in order and need to

‘be behind it at this juncture.

be corrected’’.

On the execution of seven Christians
working for a charity in Karachi on Wednes-
day, he said the Government was investi-
gating the matter.

He did not rule out the hand of Indian
intelligence agencies in the attack, but at
the same time maintained that Pakistan,
unlike India, would not jump to conclu-
sions without proof.

Condemning the execution of the Chris-
tian workers, Gen. Musharraf said it was
difficult to make any guess about who could
“I could not
say who could be behind it. It could be the
Al-Qaeda, it could be sectarian elements or
the RAW. We are examining it.”” So far, no
arrests had been made in connection with
the incident, he added.

Gen. Musharraf said he could not under-
stand why such brutal acts were being com-
mitted against Christians. “It is madness if
any Muslim thinks that it is a way of pro-
moting Islam. Allah never pardons such
acts.”

He said whoever was behind such acts
was trying to “defame and malign” Pakis-
tan. Such acts had caused great damage to
Pakistan’s image. “Such ghastly tactics
must never succeed and those involved
must be brought to book and purnished,” he

18

Musharraf

said.

In a related development, the Pakistan
Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz Ahmed
Khan, termed as a “bunch of lies”, reports
from India that all indicators pointed to the
involvement of Pakistanis in the Gandhina-
gar temple attack.

He said that without even bothering to

wait for the preliminary inquiry, India al- .

ways tended to blame Pakistan for eve
incident in the country.
Mr. Khan wondered why those who were

alleged to be Pakistanis in such incidents !

were never caught alive.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan Interior Minis- |

ter, Moinuddin Haider, sdid that the Gov-
ernment was investigating the killings of
innocent Christians in Karachi along two
lines. To apprehend the murderers and to
‘unearth a foreign hand’ behind these ter-
rorist acts that could not be ruled out.

He said Indian involvement could not be
ruled out in the recent wave of terrorism in
Pakistan and attacks on the Church showed
that the perpetrators wanted to defame the
country.
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By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 26, The External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, indicated today that India
wanted Pakistan to cooperate
with New Delhi on the terrorism
issue, just as Islamabad was
helping to tackle terrorism on
the Afghan-Pakistan border.

Amplifying a point he had
made last week in Kathmandu,
Mr. Sinha said at a press confer-
ence here that Pakistan should
come out and say openly that
the terrorist elements crossing
the Line of Control (LoC) were
beyond its control.

Maintaining that he was not
making a public offer of resum-
ing dialogue with Pakistan, he
said if Pakistan showed any se-
riousness in discussing the Indi-
an proposal of joint patrolling,
then further discussions — at
whatever level — could take
place.

However, when asked if this
statement amounted to an offer
of dialogue with Pakistan, Mr.
Sinha claimed he was not mak-
ing any suggestion for talks with
Islamabad. He reiterated India’s
stand that talks were not pos-
sible till cross-border terrorism
came to an end.

Mr. Sinha, who will be in
Washington on a bilateral visit
to the United States on Septem-
ber 9-10, said Pakistan had to
come out and say that it was try-
ing to do its best to tackle ter-
rorist elements crossing into
Indian territory, but they were
beyond its control.

The Minister said if Pakis-
tan’s statement on this issue
was found to be “credible” then
India could “look” at it. “After
all, he (the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf) is cooperat-
ing with the Americans and oth-
ers as far as terrorism within
Pakistan is concerned, or terror-

ism within Afghanistan is con-
cerned... but there is no such
cooperation in evidence
here...”

“Now what will that (cooper-
ation with India) entail? It will
entail an honest appraisal of the
situation, admission of the facts
— a clear indication that de-
spite his (Gen. Musharraf’s})
best efforts, he is not able to
control the problem...” he said.

India, it would appear, wants
“something” from the General,
before moving on to talk sub-
stance, say, on possible joint
patrolling of the LoC. It appears
that India is conveying some
“public messages” to Pakistan
about what it should say.
Whether or not Pakistan will
rise to the Indian bait remains
an open question.

Pakistan should admit “fail-
ure”, accept that it can’t do any-
thing to deal with the problem
of terrorism and then India and
Pakistan could get down to
tackling the problem jointly.

Mr. Sinha, in an opening
statement, stressed the impor-
tance of India’s relations with
its neighbours. Referring to his
visits, he said: “I am of the view
that these visits have enabled us
to infuse further strength and
substance to our relations with
countries in the region based on

ion: Sin

Let Pak. admit it eannot
check infiltrat

ha
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trust and the principles of mu-
tual equality and sensitivity to
each other’s concerns, our com-
mon commitment to fight ter-
rorism and not to allow the
territory of any country to be
used against the interests of
other countries, non-interfe-
rence in internal affairs, respect
for territorial integrity, unity
and sovereignty, and the settle-
ment of outstanding issues.”

Asked whether Indo-U.S. re-
lations were taking a bit of a
backseat, Mr. Sinha again
stressed on the importance of
the bilateral component of the
relationship.

He said that during the July
visit of the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, a number of
bilateral issues came up for dis-
cussion but unfortunately, “this
part” does not get reflected in
media reports. “India’s rela-
tions with other countries, in-
cluding our neighbours, is not
hostage to the India-Pakistan
relationship,” Mr. Sinha
stressed in the context of his up-
coming visit to Washington.
While admitting that the “latest
situation” between India and
Pakistan would come up for dis-
cussion in Washington, the ba-
sic purpose of his visit would be
to promote bilateral relations.
Asked about his assessment of
the current level of India-Pakis-
tan tensions, Mr. Sinha said ev-
eryone had to come to their
own conclusions and referred
to the fact that the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Richard Ar-
mitage, had made his own as-
sessment. The “basic
understanding” about the dan-
ger of an immediate conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan was
flawed, Mr. Sinha said adding
that India’s mobilisation of
troops was “defensive” — an ef-
fort to thwart aggression.




o’ Smha rules out talks M{h Pak.

By P. S. Suryanarayana \(\Q \\

KUALA LUMPUR, SEPT. 26. The External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, today ruled out
the possibility of resumption of dialogue
with Pakistan as a direct consequence of
the completion of the ongoing process of
elections in Jammu and Kashmir to India’s
satisfaction.

While this nuanced aspect flies in the
face of expectations in some U.S.-led in-
ternational circles to the contrary, Mr. Sin-
ha asserted here that “our problem with
Pakistan is not the elections in Jammu and
Kashmir alone”. The crux of the issue was
that Pakistan should “stop cross-border ter-
rorism against India” and ‘“‘dismantle the
infrastructure of terrorism so as to create a
conducive atmosphere for the resumption
of bilateral dialogue”.

Noting that India was “very happy” over
the two rounds of elections in Jammu and
Kashmir so far, Mr. Sinha said that the feed-
back from the foreign diplomats, who had
currently “watched” the process, was “by
and large, positive”. He was responding to
questions after meeting the Malaysian Dep-
uty Prime Minister, Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi.

On the terrorist attack on the Akshard-
ham temple in Gujarat, Mr. Sinha said in-
vestigations were under way while the
“suspicions” of Pakistan’s instigation or in-
volvement were very much in focus. While
India was not dependent on either the U.S.
or any other country to address the Pakis-
tan challenge, it was becoming increasingly
clear that “many countries are putting pres-
sure on

Pakistan” to end cross-border terrorism.

On Iraq, Mr. Sinha said the U.S. was in
touch with India and he was aware that a
new U.N. Security Council resolution was
“on the cards”.

Issues like the new terrorist massacre in
Gujarat and the current poll process in Jam-
mu and Kashmir did not figure in Mr. Sin-
ha’s talks with Mr. Badawi. The External
Affairs Minister said that they discussed bi-
lateral cooperation as a follow-up in the
context of the Prime Minister,

Atal Behari Vajpayee’s visit to Mala
May 2001. Topplng the list were the mfras-
tructure projects in each other’s territory.

Mr. Sinha was assisted at the talks by
R.M. Abhyankar, Secretary in the External
Affairs

Ministry, and Veena Sikri, India’s High
Commissioner to Malaysia, besides Vinay
Bansal, Additional Secretary (Commerce).
He also held talks with Samy Vellu, Malay-
sian Public Works Minister.

‘India will maintain restraint’

Reassuring the international community
about India’s intention to exercise restraint
in the face of the latest terrorist attack on
the Akshardham temple in Gujarat, Mr. Sin-
ha, affirmed that “neither Kargil nor Sep-
tember 11 nor the incident two days ago”
would discourage New Delhi from staying
steady on its foreign policy course without
effecting any paradigm shift from the mas-
cot of a “responsible” power.

Projecting India’s credentials and with-
out citing Pakistan by name in this partic-
ular context, Mr. Sinha sought to paint the
contrast between the two estranged neigh-
bours by pointing out that “the world is
keeping quiet” as regards some “not so re-
sponsible states” which were prone to
threaten the use of nuclear weapons or in-
dulge in “blatant nuclear terrorism” and
“blackmail” of the same kind. Turning the
spotlight on “the latest in the series of ter-
rorist attacks” in India, he said: “Our pa-
tience has been sorely tested but we have
acted with the utmost restraint.”

Mr. Sinha, who was addressing the In-
stitute of Strategic and International Stud-
ies here, suggested that New Delhi and
Islamabad could adopt a de novo approach
by adopting the Sino-India model of set-
tling differences. He did not, however, un-
veil any new initiative to address New
Delhi’s concerns about cross-border terror-
ism and other aspects of the irritants on the
India-Pakistan front.

Pointing out that the Lashkar-e-Taiba
and the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, both based in
Pakistan, had been identified as the master-
minds behind the earlier terrorist strikes,
Mr. Sinha said the telltale evidence relating

% the latest carnage at a place of worship
was still being investigated.

Outlining India’s foreign policy in the
new millennium as seen from a contempo-
rary standpoint, Mr. Sinha, who fielded a
volley of questions following his address,
disputed the suggestion that the Vajpayee
administration was now eager to reduce it-
self to the status of a strategic appendage of
the U.S. and look to Washington for solu-
tions to India’s external problems. The de-
layed process of “improving” the
relationship between the world’s largest de-
mocracy and “the most powerful democra-
cy” could not be scoffed at as an attempt by
New Delhi to “tag” itself to or kowtow
Washington'’s line.

After years of underlining their differenc-
es, the U.S. and India were at present “dis-
cussing” their “commonalities”. India’s
interactions with China, too, were on the
upswing mainly on account of their shared
political will that translated into a very good
model for solving bilateral problems. De-
spite the “military skirmish” of 1962, India
and China had learnt to “put it (the border
dispute) in a separate box to be dealt with at
leisure on the basis of friendship and
cordiality”.

This model of "not keeping other issues
hostage to this (border) issue” could be
considered as a possible framework for the
India-Pakistan tensions too, he hinted at in
the manner of an obvious loud thinking. In
fact, India continued to extend the “most
favoured nation status to Pakistan without
reciprocity”.

All that India wanted of Pakistan was a
“simple point”. If only Pakistan would “re-
move this gun from our head, we are pre-
pared to talk.”

Constrained by the clouded crystal ball of
the present times, when “globalisation has
magnified the risks of terrorism by coupling
it with the heightened dangers of prolifer-
ation of weapons of mass destruction”, Mr.
Sinha identified nuclear disarmament, not
nuclear deterrence, and a new Magna Carta
of a “democratic” ingérnational order as the
goals that India wptild strive for in the years
to come.
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“Pak. has allowed, limited

By David Rohde \I\Q /

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 21. Officials
from three Pakistani militant
groups said in interviews last
week that the Pakistan Govern-
ment had aliowed Islamic guer-
rillas to resume small-scale
infiltrations across the Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir.
India has repeatedly demanded
that Pakistan halt the practice,
which brought the two nuclear-
armed rivals to the brink of war
this spring.

Under intense pressure from
the United States, the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
promised in May that his Gov-
ernment would do all it could to
stop the infiltrations. In a
speech on Thursday, Gen.
Musharraf repeated the prom-
ise. “I want to categorically
state that the Government of

Pakistan is neither allowing,
nor sponsoring, nor encourag-
ing any kind of movement
across the Line of Control,” he
said. Any claim to the contrary
was “motivated and false.”

In an interview in New Delhi
on Thursday, the U.S. ambassa-
dor to India, Robert Blackwill,
told Indian journalists that
American officials believed in-
filtrations in Kashmir had in-
creased recently.

The Pakistan Government
spokesman, Maj. Gen. Rashid
Qureshi, however, denied the
claims of the militants and the
American ambassador. He sug-
gested that unknown persons in
Pakistan could be posing as mil-
itants to undermine the Gov-
ernment and insisted that
Pakistan was neither aiding

nor even tacitly encouraging

border crossings

But members of the three
militant groups said in separate
interviews that while Islamabad
had halted all infiltratfons in
May, it had signalled in late July
that small-scale infiltrations
could resume. They said Pakis-
tan continued to finance their
groups and allowed them to buy
weapons. ‘‘There was a green
signal from the authorities,”
said an official from a militant
group. “Because of that the
groups took the initiative.”

Ershad Mahmud, an expert
on Kashmir at the Institute of
Policy Studies, a research orga-
nisation in Islamabad, said he
could not confirm that the Pa-
kistani Government was still fi-
nancing the groups. But he said
that small-scale infiltrations
had resumed, and that Gen.
Musharraf was “under intense
domestic political pressure” to
allow them to continue.

In June and July, Gen. Mush-
arraf was seen in Pakistan as
having made a major conces-
sion to India by halting infiltra-
tions, he said, but he had
received nothing in return from
New Delhi. With the approach
of parliamentary elections,
scheduled for October, Gen.
Musharraf might be trying to
outflank nationalist and reli-
gious parties, which could ac-
cuse him of being soft on
Kashmir. “He is gradually
changing his position,” Mr.
Mahmud said. “There is limited
infiltration.”

For months, India and Pakis-
tan have been logked in a stand-
off along thejr”border, where
both sides Jave massed more
than a lion troops. At the

centre of the tensmrl!s.gils-

pute over whether Pakistan is
actively aiding a 13-year-old Is-
lamic insurgency in Kashmir.

Tensions flared last week at
the United Nations General As-
sembly when Gen. Musharraf
demanded that the Kashmiris
be allowed to hold a U.N.-man-
dated referendum on inde-
pendence. He has denied that
Pakistan is aiding the militant
groups in Kashmir, but he often
refers to the separatist drive
there as a “freedom struggle.”

The Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, responded by
again accusing Pakistan of fi-
nancing, arming and training
militants.

He also accused Pakistani in-
telligence agents of assassinat-
ing candidates in the elections
to the Kashmir Assembly.

In the interviews, an official
from one of the militant groups,
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, the largest
Kashmiri group, spoke on the
condition of anonymity but said
that his organisation could be
identified.

Officials from the three other
groups asked that their organi-
sations not be

identified. Two interviews
were conducted by a New York
Times correspondent and two
by a Pakistani journalist work-
ing for The Times.

An official from one militant
group said that in the past, Gov-
ernment officials had provided
money, issued weapons and led
groups of 10 to 15 guerrillas to
points along the border where
they could cross into Kashmir.
The Pakistani officials had told
his group in May that in re-
sponse to intense international

filtrations’

pressure, Pakistan was tempo-
rarily halting incursions. “We
were assured it was on

a temporary basis,”
cial said.

After May, the money the
group received from the Gov-
ernment increased, he said. “In
a sense, it was a bribe,”” a way of
keeping them happy. But camps
and communication points in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
were closed and his group was
barred from publicly raising
money.

“For the previous two or
three months they were totally
shocked and dispirited by the
decision,” the official said, re-
ferring to members of his group.
“But now they think that the
Government of Pakistan is re-
turning to its previous posi-
tion.”

In late July, Pakistani officials
signalled that infiltrations could
resume, he said. His
organisation

established new communica-
tion posts and began sending
small groups of three to five
cadres over the border.

Officials from the Hizb and
another large militant group
said in interviews with the
Pakistani

journalist that Islamabad had
signalled to them that small-
scale infiltrations could resume.
They also said their organisa-
tions continued to receive Gov-
ernment financing.

But the representative of the
fourth group insisted that the
crackdown on infiltration was
continuing.

And that his group was re-
ceiving no,Government aid. —
New York/Times /

the offi-
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/Musharraf seeks shield
" %agamst Big Brother

ES BAKHTIAR Qf Q‘

Islamalkd, Sept. 19: Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf to-
day criticised India’s “extraordi-
nary doctrine of bilateralism”
and called for multilateral or
Saarc-based initiatives to resol-
ve disputes between India and its
neighbours.

India’s “extraordinary bilate-
ralism” seeks to bind its neigh-
bours to a one-to-one relation-
ship with New Delhi and to the
resolution of differences exclu-
sively through bilateral negotia-
tions, Musharraf said. India un-
abashedly leverages its superior-
ity in size and strength over its
smaller neighbours through this
high-sounding and ostensibly re-
asonable mechanism, he added.

India has unresolved bilater-
al differences with practically all
its neighbours, Musharraf said.
“Its desire to mould the South
Asian international reiations to
suit its own great power ambi-
tions has all along served to viti-
ate the security environment in
the region,” he added.

He said while issues of peace
and security concerned all the
South Asian states, “it cannot be
denied that normaiisation of re-
lations between Pakistan and
India is a pre-requisite to the re-
alisation of the vision of a peace-
ful and prosperous South Asia.”

Musharraf, who was address-
ing the inauguration of the two-
day international conference on
Peace and Security in South

Asia here, made it amply clear
that the “key to normalisation of
relations between Pakistan and
India lies in progress towards a
resolution of the core Kashmir
issue. A principled resolution of
the dispute, that takes into ac-
count the wishes of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, will un-
lock the door to normalisation”.

Britain on Pak

Mumbai, Sept. 19: British depu-
ty Prime Minister John Presco-
tt today rejected the idea of iso-
lating Pakistan in the interna-
tional coalition’s fight against
terrorism, citing the “recent ar-
rests of al Qaida activists by Pa-
kistan” to buttress his support
for President Pervez Mushar-
raf, reports our correspondent.

“The arrests just show that
different nations can make sub-
stantial contributions in fight-
ing the menace (of terrorism),”
Prescott said at an award fune-
tion. “Talking of isolating a
country is too much.”

Prescott, however, was qui-
ck to add that his one-to-one dis-
cussion with Advani was “very
fruitful”. He also expressed
“Britain’s happiness” at the
election process in Kashmir.

In India for the first time,
Prescott dodged questions on
whether Advani had broached
the issue of extraditing Ayub
Thakur, a supporter in Britain
of Kashmiri militancy.

rHE

TELEGR APK

Musharraf said the massmg
of Indian troops along Pakist-
an’s border entailed grave secu-.
rity risks for the region and war-+
ned against applying the “doc-
trine of pre-emption” in the con-,
text of the two South Asian nu-.
clear rivals. “Deployment of In-
dian forces in forward and strike.
locations against Pakistan en-:
tails a grave security risk for the”

- entire region,” he said. - ‘

“Brinkmanship and sabre-
rattling will not solve any prob:
lem,” Musharraf said and stres-
sed the need to sit across the
table to thrash out differences.
“This is also the position of the
rest of the world.” Pakistan ma-
de major commitments and has
taken significant steps to ease
the current tension, he said. “In
doing so, we have not flinched
from taking considerable risks.”

But there will be no more con-
cessions from Pakistan and
India’s continued intransigence
in hopes of getting further con-;
cession from Pakistan was “hi--
ghly misplaced”, the President.
said. “India must take substan-
tive steps if it is serious in its de--
clared intention of walking the
high road to peace,” headded. .

Musharraf said the “doctri--
ne of pre-emption” could be app-~
lied between unequal opponents.
and adversaries, which would at- -
tract international diplomatic,
condemnation. But in the case of
equal adversaries and opponen-
ts, he warned that application of
this doctrine would lead to wgr.
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Tea and teapot!
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5 o%~ Musharraf at Asia Society H\ * oq

’Fhe Asia Society in New York is a prestigious institutioh and
it was to be expected that Pervez Musharraf would have
chosen his words very carefully when he addressed them. His
confession that he could not give up Kashmir as a core issue
and survive may quite simply be a statement of fact but the
answer to him is that no one other than himself and perhaps his
predecessors are to blame. The fault line was laid in 1947 when
one country and one wondrous mosaic of culture were thought
to be distinct and separate and power bungry politicians on
both sides came to the conclusion that to be able to do as they
pleased with less than the whole was preferable 10 trying to see
the other point of view and remove the causes of misun-
derstanding and distrust. The Mahatma favoured the latter but
this was too difficult for both his followers in the Congress and
those in the Muslim League who had persuaded themselves
that partition was the only answer. A viral infection of the
century gone by.

India has a bigger stake in continuing to reject the two-nation
theory. It had already led Mohammed Ali Jinnah, the founder
of Pakistan to lament that he had received a moth-eaten Pakis-
tan but it was too late. It must never be forgotten that India has
more Muslims than Pakistan and their welfare is very much In-
dia’s concern, aberrations like Gujarat notwithstanding. To
concede that Pakistan has a claim on Kashmir is to accept that
Muslims in the rest of the country must immediately reduce
themselves to a status less than citizen and this is unacceptable.

Instead of grasping this basic fact Musharraf confesses that
no leader, no government of Pakistan can ever sidestep the
Kashmir issue because the people of Pakistan are involved in it.
The question arises who got them involved in it and when? The
struggle for Pakistan was waged largely by the Muslims of Uttar
Pradesh of Bengal and of Bombay where Jinnah worked, not by
the Muslims of the rest of the country. When partition came
Muslims in what is now Pakistan became its citizens for no
better reason than that they were concentrated on one side of
the divide; certainly there was no presence of the Muslim
League in Kashmir. In fact, it is a surviving irony that the
Muslims of central India who chose to migrate to Pakistan were
fooked down upon, branded as mohajirs and their plight defies
all claims that Muslims constitute a separate group, let alone a
separate nation.

The struggle for partition was a political struggle, the oppo-
sition to it was also political, ordinary people have had nothing
to do with it, the people of Pakistan included. Musharraf is
‘making a basic and fundamental error if he thinks that political
compulsions apply only to his country. It may apply to a larger
extent to his country because there is no second justification for
partition that has been manufactured these past fifty years. If
no government of Pakistan can budge an inch and survive, for
India a secular democracy is part of our being on which there
can be no compromise.

To take Musharraf’s comments at face value, what he is really
saying is that Pakistan has no option but to continue to foment
terrorism in Kashmir as an instrument of policy. His friend
Bush had better put that in his tea pot and drink it!
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" Musharraf does not need any
>provocat|on to attack India: PM

Q”"L By Amit Baruah | \ a4

NEW YORK, SEPT. 16. The Prime Minister, Atal B&-
hari Vajpayee, has taken exception to mediapex-
sons drawing a link between the Gujarat events
and the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf’s
criticism of India at the United Nations Security
Council.

Mr. Vajpayee, who was speaking to the India
press corps at the end of his visit to New York- G
Saturday evening, was asked whether the ‘il
in Gujarat had not provided an excuse &

Musharraf, to attack India at the U.N. Seclisa

Council. There was no connection between the
two, he claimed.

“Musharraf ko Bharat ke khilaf bolne ke liye
kisi Gujarat ki aavashyakta nahin hai” (Mushar-
raf doesn’t need a Gujarat to attack India), he
said, adding that the General had made out that
all minorities in India were being targeted. That
was not the case. He said the incidents in Gujarat
had been criticised and steps were being taken to
ensure that such unfortunate incidents did not
recur. The Prime Minister, however, was clear
that Gen. Musharraf did not need any “provoca-
tion” to attack India.

In response to questions on Indo-U.S. rela-
tions, Mr. Vajpayee said these were usually seen
in the context of the India-U.S.-Pakistan equa-
tion. This, he said, was not correct — India’s bi-
lateral relations with the U.S. had its own

\

THE HIND_

importance/Several decisions to further CO(WQv ening as well.

ation between the two countries had been taken,
he said.

The Prime Minister, however, was concerned
that there were delays in the implementation of
the decisions that had already been taken and
mentioned the hi-tech area as one example
where there had been time lags between deci-

signs and their implementation.
;t h}g to his meeting with the U.S. Presi-

pige W Bush, the Prime Minister said,

b feiyds was for the first time that he did not
fgiterate the need for a dialogue with Pakistan.”
Saying that the U.S. accepted India’s concerns
on cross-border terrorism, he said the Assembly
elections in Jammu and Kashmir would improve
the environment. Mr. Bush was told that killings
were taking place in Kashmir regularly and even
election meetings could not be held. The Prime
Ministersaid an improvement in the environ-
ment after the elections could pave the way for
dialogue on Kashmir.

In response to a question, Mr. Vajpayee cate-
gorically denied that there had been any discus-
sions with Mr. Bush on turning the Line of
Control (LoC) into an international border. There
was, he said, no question of India agreeing to
such a proposal. He reiterated that the interna-
tional community should not gef’sidetracked and
continue with the war against terrorism — a
point he made at a public meeting on Saturday

See also Pages 11, 12




People coerced and forcede
to vote, says Pak. 97 o

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 16. Pakistan to-
day alleged that the people in
Jammu and Kashmir were “co-
erced and forced” by the military
and para-military forces to vote
in the first phase of the Assembly
elections in that State.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
who quoted the Kashmir Media
Service (KMS), in support of his
contention, however hastened to
add that a clear picture on the
actual polling in the first phase
would be known soon.

In response to a specific ques-
tion, he asserted that the election
would be a sham as the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference had given a
call for boycotting the polls. To-

{RE FHING L

day’s polling received a great
deal of attention in the Pakistan
official media, including the tele-
vision and the radio. News bulle-
tins on both the TV and radio
maintained that the people in
Jammu and Kashmir observed
“complete strike” in response to
the Hurriyat’s call.

The United Jehadi Council
Chairman and chief of the Hizb-
ul Mujahideen, Syed Salahuddin,
in a statement “congratulated”
the people of the State for the
“total boycott of the sham elec-
tion”.

Mr. Salahuddin said the voter
turnout in the first phase should
be an “eye opener” for the Indian
Government and it should allow
the people to exercise their “right
to self-determination rather than

fool the world”. He claimed that
the boycott was a ‘referendum’
against the “repressive and op-
pressive” Indian regime in the
valley and said the international
community should step up its
campaign to pressure New Delhi
to fulfil its promise of letting the
people in Kashmir decide their
own future. In a related develop-
ment, the Jammu and Kashmir
People’s League organised a rally
at Muzaffarabad, capital of Pa-
kistan occupied Kashmir, to re-
ject and condemn the “so-called
Assembly election in Kashmir”.
The Chairman of the party,
Muhammad Farooq Rehmani, in
a statement claimed that the
election in the valley was mis-
leading and contrary to the Unit-
ed Nations resolutions. /'

/
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“Pak. not fulfilling commitments: PM

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, SEPT. 15. The Prime
Minister, A.B.Vajpayee, has said
that while the international coa-
lition has made considerable
headway in Afghanistan, a lot
more needs to be done “further
East”.

Mr. Vajpayee made this re-
mark during a meeting of Con-
gressional leaders from the
Tri-State area. India is con-
vinced that only a global and
comprehensive effort can coun-
ter terrorism, he said. Briefing
mediapersons on the meeting,
the spokesperson of the Minis-
try of External Affairs, Nirupa-
ma Rao, said that Mr. Vajpayee
told lawmakers that if tension in
South Asia persisted, it was on
account of Pakistan not fulfill-
ing its commitments.

The Prime Minister pointed
out that infiltration had in-
creased and every effort was be-
ing made by Pakistan to
sabotage the elections in Jam-
mu and Kashmir by intimidat-
ing voters and threatening
candidates.

India would find every way to
ensure free and fair and peace-
ful election even in the face of
mounting terrorist attacks or-
chestrated by Pakistan’s ISI, he
maintained. Mr. Vajpayee was
asked as to why people in Jam-
mu and Kashmir were afraid to
contest the elections. He re-
sponded by saying that it was
on accoyﬁv of intimidation and

e

violence. “Even so, people are
enthusiastic. And we hope there
will be heavy polling in the elec-
tion,” he is said to have re-
marked.

Mr. Vajpayee told members
of Congress that if the interna-
tional community was unable
to restrain Pakistan, India
would have to find its own ways

of achieving this objective; and
that India was as determined to
secure itself against terrorism as
the United States had been
since the September 11, 2001
terror attacks.

He also spoke about his
meeting with the U.S. President,
George W. Bush, this week and
said that the two leaders agreed

o e
qu"
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By Amit Baruah

/ [}
War on terrorism .
not over. PM -

W
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NEW YORK, SEPT. 15. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, tody
cautioning the international community against slowing down th

war against terrorism.

Addressing a public meeting here on Saturday night, Mr. Vaj-
payee said he was worried that those who hatched the September

11 conspiracy were in Pakistan.

“The war against terrorism is not over,” he said, adding that this
menace had to be destroyed from its roots.

Even before September 11, innocent people were being killed in
India. Terrorists, he said, could strike anywhere, at any time.

There was no bigger issue in the world than terrorism, he said,
and said the problem had spread all over the world.

He debunked the claim that Kashmir was about ‘freedom’ — for
whose freedom, where is the question of freedom there, he asked.

It was an effort to confuse the world, but this had not met with

much success, he added.

Mr. Vajpayee was speaking at the meeting after releasing a book
in commemoration of the 100th death anniversary of Swami Vive-

kananda.

The book release function was organised by the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan. Referring to the Bhavan founder, K.M. Munshi, the Prime
Minister said he had two achievements to his credit — one was the
setting up of the Bhavan and the other was the Somnath temple.

on the need for a long-term bi-
lateral relationship based on
“trust”.

Welcoming the progress
made in the bilateral relation-
ship, Mr. Vajpayee said that he
and Mr. Bush would work to-
gether to deepen the relation-
ship.

He pointed to the coopera-
tion between the United States
and India in the realm of civil
and developmental applica-
tions of nuclear energy and
space and said defence cooper-
ation, which was proceeding
well, could be intensified fur-
ther.

He expressed the hope that
the evolution of U.S. laws and
regulations would reflect an
awareness of a strategic per-
spective of India-U.S. relations;
and it did not befit the bilateral
relationship in the post-Cold
War era for the U.S. to look at
India in a narrow South Asia
context.

Law makers — Gary Acker-
man, Joseph Crowley, Caroline
Maloney and Nita Lowey — told
Mr. Vajpayee a number of
things, including wishing India
well in the upcoming elections
in Kashmir, condemning the vi-
olent incidents and said that In-
dia was an example of what
democracy brings to people.

“Every nation with a sky
above it is a borderline state in
the war against terror,” Mr.
Crowley is said to have re-

marked. /
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Musharraf has crossed
" threshold of lies: PM

By Amit Baruah

NEW YORK, SEPT. 15. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
launched a scathing attack on
the Pakistani President, Pervez
Musharraf, at a public meeting
on Saturday night, saying that
he had crossed the “threshold of
lies”. Referring to the General's
September 12 speech at the
United Nations General As-
sembly, Mr. Vajpayee said, “Un-
hone kitni ghalat baten kahin.
Jhoot bolre ke bhi had hoti hai.”
(He said such false things. There
is a limit to telling lies.)

The Prime Minister, who
warned the international com-
munity against flagging in the
war against terrorism, said it
was a “good thing” that the
country’s highest court (the Su-
preme Court) had ended the
controversy regarding the “saf-
fronisation of education”.

Stating that the court had
held that “no saffronisation was
going on”, he said amid cheers
from the audience: “Aur agar
bhaguakaran ho bhi raha hai to
kya aapati hai”’ (And if saffroni-
sation is going on, then what is
the objection).

After a long pause, Mr. Vaj-
payee extolled the virtues of
other “colours” — including red
and black. “Hamari shiksha
agar hamari sanskriti se alag ho
Jaaye to shiksha ka kya labh
hai?” (If our education is di-
vorced from our culture, then
what use is this education?)

Mr. Vajpayee, who released a
book in honour of Swami Vive-
kananda at a function organised
by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,

later addressed the public
meeting at the same venue.

The meeting was organised
by the Overseas Friends of the
BJP and sponsored by a host of
other groups, including the
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh, the
overseas version of the RSS.

The Prime Minister dwelt at
length on the meaning of the
word secular — “fatwas” were
issued to say who was secular or
not secular. A fight could devel-
op over whether or not a politi-
cal party believed in
“secularism” or not and several
meanings could be attached to
the word “secular”.

“We really believe in sarva
dharma sambhav (respect for
all religions), but we are called

communal. Who can call Vive-
kananda communal,” he asked.

Speaking in the broad context
of the December 13 attack by
Pakistan-based terrorists on the
Parliament House Complex, he
said they (the terrorists)
claimed that they were fighting
for freedom (azadi).

“Jab azadi ki larai chal rahi
thi tab to inke purkhon ne kaam
nahin diya. Tab to hissa nahin
liya. Muslim League ne azadi ki
larai nahin lari. Us samay bhi
usne dange kiye,” (when the
freedom struggle was going on,
their ancestors did not take part
in it. The Muslim League did
not take part. At that time, too,
they organised riots) he said.

See also Page 11

Vajpayee faces
protests in New York

NEW YORK, SEPT. 15. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,

today faced half a dozen youths raising slogans and waving
placards on alleged atrocities in Kashmir, when he and mem-
bers of the Indo-American community were coming out after
attending a function organised here by the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan. The incident took place outside the Fashion Institute
Auditorium, where Mr. Vajpayee had come to attend the
commemoration of Swami Vivekananda’s 100th death anni-
versary. Mr, Vajpayee released a souvenir ‘Vivekananda:
Prophet of India’, on the occasion.

The youths, holding placards with slogans saying “80,000
Muslims have been killed in Kashmir,” and “Indian occupa-
tion in Kashmir must end”, rushed towards the members of
the Indo-American community. In response to the unexpect-
ed sloganeering, some members of the community shouted
“Vande Matram,” and the verbal duel continued for over five
minutes. The situation was swiftly contained by the New York |
Police Department. — UNI
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Vajpayee talks tbugh on Pak

¢

‘If international community fails, India will emﬂtlrror on its own’

New York: Prime Minister A.B. Vaj-
payee has said if the international com-
munity fails to persuade Pakistan to
stop cross-border terrorism, India will
have to find its own way to achieve its
objective.

Addressing members of the Congress
from New York, New Jersey and Con-
necticut on Saturday night, he said In-
dia was as determined as the US had
been since September 11 last year to se-
cure itself against Pakistani and Pak-
istan-backed terrorism in Kashmir.

He expressed the hope that voices of
reason in the international community
would help persuade Pakistan to stop
cross-border terrorism.

“If the international community is
unable to persuade Pakistan, India will

have to find its own ways to achieve its
objective,” he said. India, Mr Vajpayee
pointed out, had joined the internation-
al coalition against terrorism in the
conviction that only a global and com-
prehensive effort would help eliminate
this menace and counter the forces of
international terrorism.

The coalition, he said, had made con-
siderable headway in Afghanistan but
“a lot more needs to be done further
east.”” Mr Vajpayee said tension in
South Asia continued because Pakistan
had not lived up to the commitments
made by Gen Musharraf.

Infiltration across India’s borders
had increased and, most important,
every effort was being made to sabotage
the forthcoming elections in Jammu

and Kashmir by intimidating voters
and threatening candidates, he said.

India, he said, attached the greatest
importance to free, fair and peaceful
elections in Jammu and Kashmir and
was taking every possible measure to
ensure this even in the face of terrorist
attacks orchestrated by Pakistan’s ISI.

He pointed out that representatives of
the international media and diplomats
of foreign missions had been frequent-
ly visiting the state in recent months to
see this for themselves.

Referring to his meeting with Presi-
dent George W. Bush on September 12,
Mr Vajpayee said Mr Bush and he
shared their commitment to establish
long-term bilateral relations between

India and the U.S. based on trust. e
-



.. Mirwaiz asks U.S. to »*
famhtate Indo-Pak. dialogue

By Our Staff Reporter

JAMMVU, SEPT. 14. The former chairman of the
Party Hurriyat Conference, Mirwaiz Umar
rooq, has asked the United States to make efforts
for facilitating a purposeful dialogne between In-
dia and Pakistan on all issues, including Jammu
and Kashmir.

In his address at a Kashmir contact meeting of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference at
New York, the Mirwaiz said “we place the trust in
the statesmanship of the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, that he will not countenance any
attempt to ignore the wishes of the people of
Kashmir and bypass the expression of those
wishes.” Asking the Americans to be focussed in
their efforts he said, “the effort will be far more
constructive if its focus would be on putting the
Kashmir dispute on the road to a settlement rath-
er than merely obtaining a reprieve in situation of
tension.”

The conglomerate was open to the “genuine
gesture of goodwill,” Mirwaiz Farooq said adding
that “we are prepared to cooperate in a credible
effort to achieve a just and durable settlement of

the dispute concerning our life and future...
That was the reason why the Hurriyat had agreed
to start a peace process with a Kashmir Commit-
tee headed by the former Union Law Minister,
Ram Jethmalani.

Urging New Delhi to be flexible in its dealings
on Jammu and Kashmir, the Mirwaiz said “any
resolve will be of little avail if the Government
continues to follow a course which is as purblind
as it is fraught with dangerous consequences, not,
least for India’s own welfare and influence.”

He expressed the Kashmiris’ “gratitude” to the
OIC for the “moral support” extended to them.
“The people of Kashmir feel fortified by the sym-
pathy spontaneously expressed by the govern-
ments of OIC and the fraternal peoples that they
represent.”

Mirwaiz Farooq also extended a formal invita-
tion to the Secretary-General of OIC to visit Kash-
mir. It is also learnt that he had a 40-minute
meeting with the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, who is in New York. He also met its
Foreign Minister, Inamul Haq. The meeting last-
ed three hours and was focussed on the Kashmir
issue.
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‘«f‘gELF-DETERMINATION LOGIC BIZARRE’

M accuses Pervez
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of nuclear blackmail

Desikan Thirunarayanapuram & PTI

UNHQ, Sept. 13. — Prime Minister Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee today hit back at Pakistan
President Gen. Pervez Musharraf, accusing him
of indulging in “nuclear blackmail” and using
terror as an instrument of state policy against
India. In a hard-hitting address to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, Mr Vajpayee told the global co-

of “logical acrobatics” to believe that carnage of
innocents is an instrument of freedom and elec-
tions a symbol of repression and deception.
Earlier in a 35-minute meeting in New York
yesterday, Mr George Bush and Mr Vajpayee
discussed ways to strengthen defence and
economic ties between the US and India. Mr
Vajpayee was accompanied by external affairs
minister Mr Yashwant Sinha and national
security adviser Mr Brajesh Mishra at the mee-

alition not to condone Pakistan-
directed killings in J&K.

Mr Vajpayee did not mince
words while attacking what he
called Gen. Musharraf’s “self-
serving” comments on Kashmir
and Gujarat. In a sharp rej-
oinder, Mr Vajpayee posed a
blunt question to the US-led co-
alition: how can it condone Pak-
istan-directed killings to pro-
mote a “bizarre version of self-
determination”? The remarks
come a day after Gen. Mushar-
raf’s virtriolic attack on India in
his address to the Assembly in
which he raked up the violence
in Gujarat and ridiculed the

" elections in J&K.

The Prime Minister did not
respond to the general’s call for
mutual de-escalation of troops
and resumption of dialogue as
part of conflict resolution. In a
point-by-point rebuttal of the
Pakistan leader’s speech yester-
day, he debunked the criticism
of elections in J&K. “Those who

Musharrafspeak

UNHQ, Sept. 13. — Gen.
Musharraf, who himself stor-
med to power in a coup in 9%,
says he would not like to be in
the shoes of President Dr Ab-
dul Kalam, sarcastically sug-
gesting that he does not bel-
ieve in being a “rubber-stamp”
chief executive.

The general had yesterday
called the Gujarat violence
as a “massacre of Muslims”,
Today, he was told India now
has a third Muslim President.
The issue cropped up at his
press meet when he was told
he could have become India’s
President if his family had not
migrated to Pakistan when he
was four. “Thanks for the
offer... At the same time, let
me add I do not believe to be
a rubber-stamp President,”
he replied. — PTI

ting. Mr Bush was joined by
Secretary of State Gen. Colin
Powell and Ms Condoleezza Rice.

A US official said Mr Bush and
the Prime Minister noted “the
positive developments” in count-
er-terrorism and defence cooper-
ation and emphasised the “deep-
ening” of economic dialogue and
the “strengthening of .the new
framework of relations”.

At the UN today, recalling
that the international community
had taken some collective deci-
sions in the global effort to com-
bat terrorism and to choke off its
lifelines, Mr Vajpayce asked the
UN Counter Terrorism Commit-
tee to enforce compliance of the
Security Council Resolution
#1373 “by states known to be
sponsoring, sheltering, funding,
arming and training terrorists”.

Mr Vajpayee said “nuclear
blackmail has emerged over the
last few months as a new arrow in
the quiver of state-sponsored
terrorism: “To succumb to such

had to ‘adjust’ voting and counting procedures
to win a referendum and achieved Constitution-
al authority by the simple expedient of writing
their own Constitution are ill-placed to lecture
others on freedom and democracy,” he told del-
egates attending the world body’s 57th session.

Calling the general’s statement that the mur-
der of innocent civilians in J&K by militants was
actually a “freedom struggle” an “extraordinary
claim”, Mr Vajpayee said it required an effort
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blatant nuclear terrorism would mean forgetting
the bitter iessons of September 11 ... No one in
India wants a war. Nor do we seek territory.”

Later, the Prime Minister unveiled a four-
point agenda to address concerns of world’s
poor, accusing industrialised nations of lack of
political will to address the needs of developing
countries.

Editorial: Bush at the UN, page 6



India, Paki

S Rajagopalan
New York, September 12

NOW THE Indo-Pak battle has
begun on American soil.
Ahead of the UN General As-
sembly session, India and Pak-
istan have launched a war of
words.

Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf in Chicago and Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Yash-
want Sinha in Washington led
the verbal attacks.

Musharraf accused India of
stockpiling weapons worth bil-
lions of dollars, thereby creat-
ing a dangerous situation for
Pakistan. As he put it, India
has deployed 90 per cent of its
military might is deployed
against Pakistan even while
claiming its security concerns
went beyond Pakistan.

Sinha, speaking in Washing-
ton, obliquely hit out at Pak-
istan for its cross-border ter-
rorism that has claimed over
50,000 lives first in Punjab,
then in Jammu and Kashmir
over the last two decades.

In remarks made a day be-
fore the terrorists gunned
down nine people in Poonch
and killed Jammu and Kash-
mir Law Minister Mushtaq Ah-
mad Lone in Kupwara, Sinha
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said: “India has been a victim
of clandestine warfare of state-
sponsored cross-border terror-
ism carried out in the name of
religion.”
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee with Afghan President Hamid Karzai in New York
on Wednesday.

With an underlying message
for the US, Sinha told his audi-
ence at Brookings Institute,
Washington: “What the terror-
ists seek to destroy are the val-

stan spar in US

ues and principles that democ-
racies cherish. India and the
United States therefore have a
vital stake in defeating the
forces of terror.”

Musharraf, who is expected
to harp on Pakistan’s Kashmir
position in the United Nations
as he did last year, concentrat-
ed his attack on India’s “stock-
piling of conventional
weapons”. India is now import-
ing hi-tech weapons worth US $
4.5 billion annually.

He claimed that while Pak-
istan’s defence budget re-
mained constant, India’s has
gone up by 50 per cent in the
last three years. India will soon
be the biggest arms purchasers
in the world, he said and indi-
cated that he will express con-
cerns on this issue during his
coming meeting with Presi-
dent Bush.

Musharraf’'s new focus
comes close on the heels of In-
dia and the US agreeing to re-
vive and strengthen co-opera-
tion in hi-tech areas, space
technology and nuclear tech-
nology. Sinha and Secretary of
State Colin Powell reached an
agreement on this on Monday
as they finalised the agenda for
the Bush-Vajpayee meeting on
Thursday.
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) V' By Amit Baruah v \
NEW YORK, SEPT. 12. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
today targeted “Hindu fanati-
cism” at the United Nations
General Assembly and called on
the international community to
hold accountable those respon-
sible for the murder of 2,000
Muslims in Gujarat.

Leaving no window of an op-
portunity for reconciliation be-
tween India and Pakistan, Gen.
Musharraf used the General As-
sembly to put forward most of
his old arguments against New
Delhi, but significantly added
Gujarat to his long list. “Last
February, an estimated 2,000
innocent Muslims were mas-
sacred in Gujarat with the com-
plicity of BJP State leaders... The
international community must
act to oppose extremism with
the same determination it dis-
played in combating terrorism,
religious bigotry, ethnic cleans-
ing and fascist tendencies else-
where in the world,” he said.

Empty noises: India

In an immediate response,
the Indian Foreign Office spo-
kesperson, Nirupama Rao, said
that this attempt to “defame In-

- Musharraf

Al

The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, addressing
the 57th session of the
United Nations General
Assembly in New York on

Thursday. — AFP

dia will misfire on Pakistan”.
She said that a country which
had abandoned democracy was
making “empty noises” about
freedom and self-determina-
tion. Pakistan, she said, was
conjuring up external threats to
“wish away the rot that engulfs
the Pakistani polity”.

Claiming that Islamabad was
“determined” not to allow any-
one to use its soil for terrorist

acts inside or outside Pakistan,
Gen. Musharraf said that mis-
using the rationale of the war
against terrorism, India had
sought to delegitimise the Kash-
miri “freedom struggle”, tarnish
Pakistan with the brush of ter-
rorism and “drive a wedge be-
tween it and its coalition
partners”.

India’s “threatening posture”
on the border would not fright-
en Pakistan into “compromis-
ing” its principled position on
Kashmir. Stating that the “con-
flict” in Kashmir was being
waged by the Kashmiris, the
General alleged that India’s
“planned elections” in Kashmir
would once again be rigged.

“Such elections, under Indian
occupation, will not help peace;
they may set it back. The people
of Jammu and Kashmir must be
allowed to determine their own
future in accordance with the
relevant resolutions of the U.N.
Security Council,” he main-
tained, restating Pakistan’s tra-
ditional position.

According to him, peace in
South Asia was hostage to one
accident, one act of terrorism,
one strategic miscalculation by
India. “In this dangerous situa-
tion, crisis management should
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rakes up Gujarat killings~

not be allowed to become a
substitute for conflict resolu- '
tion”. Almost as an after-
thought, Gen. Musharraf called
for the mutual withdrawal of
the forward deployed forces by
India and Pakistan, observance
of a ceasefire along the Line of
Control and “cessation of In-
dia’s state terrorism against the
Kashmiri people”. “Simultane-
ously, a dialogue must be re- |
sumed between India and |
Pakistan. The structure for such
a dialogue was agreed between |
Prime Minister Vajpayee and
myself at Agra. The Kashmiris ,
should be fully associated with |
the dialogue on Kashmir and
should be allowed to freely trav-
el to Pakistan and Azad Kash- |
mir,” he said.

“To ensure sustainable peace
and stability in South Asia, a
Kashmir solution should be ac-
companied by agreed measures
for nuclear restraint and a con-
ventional arms balance be-
tween India and Pakistan. !
India’s ongoing massive mili- |
tary build-up reflects its desire
for domination over South Asia
and the Indian Ocean. In the in-
terest of regional and global sta-
bility, this must be |
discouraged,” he said.

THE HINDY



~"Pak. wary of
+ Jethmalani
¥ Committee Oﬁ\o\
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 8. The Pakistan

Government has been wary of

the Jethmalani Committee ever

since it came into the picture
| after the announcement of the
elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
had declined to comment on
the Kashmir Committee on the
plea that its status was ambig-
uous, despite the fact that the
former Law Minister, Ram Jeth-
malani, invoked the name of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani. He went
to the extent of claiming that
the Committee had the ‘bless-
ings’ of both of them.

So for, a few days, Pakistan
was closely monitoring all de-
velopments regarding the Jeth-
malani Committee. But after
the Vajpayee Government
| chose to either reject or ignore
| all its recommendations, the
' element of suspense or ambi-

guity about the panel was lost.

This is what explains the cau-
tious reaction of the former
Minister of PoK, Sardar Qayy-
um. He described the talks.be-
tween the Hurriyat leaders and
Jethmalani Committee as a pos-
itive development and said, “it
is very good to see them talking.
But everything depends on the
outcome”.

He said the talks between the
Hurriyat and the Committee
were being held at a crucial
juncture and something had to
emerge before the Assembly
elections in J&K.

CHE HINDUL
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India is open to Lo

By Mohua Chatterjee \v
Times NEws NETWORK Q‘
New Delhi: A fresh move to turn the
Line of Control (LoC) into the interna-
tional border has been initiated to end
the Indo-Pak conflict. Official sources
say that the Vajpayee government has
softened its earlier stand and is agree-
able to accepting the LoC as the inter-
national border provided certain condi-
tions are met with by Pakistan.

The conditions are that Pakistan will
not claim or demand any more land in
Kashmir after the agreement, and that
it will stop the proxy war and terrorism
in India.

Gen Pervez Musharraf, however, is
still not ready to accept this proposal,
the sources add. Nevertheless, the US is
putting pressure on him to mention the
proposal in his forthcoming UN speech
next week. It is also believed that Pak-
istan is unlikely to accept the proposal
without demanding its pound of flesh
from the deal, which could come in the
form of sops for Kashmir.

pressure on both India and Pakistan to
resolve the stand-off as soon as possi-

ble. They feel the resolution should be
charted out on the basis of the key bor-
der premise. They are keen that bilater-
al talks between Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and Gen Musharraf
begin on the issue during‘the visit of
the two heads of state to the US next
week. But India would like to hold talks
with Pakistan only after the J&K have
been peacefully concluded.

A step-by-step strategy has been
chalked out in case the matter makes
headway.

Step 1: High commissioner Harsh
Bhasin will be sent back to Islamabad.

Step 2: If the J&K polls pass off
peacefully, non-official-level bilateral
talks will begin.

Step 3: The armies of both countries
will withdraw from the border simulta-
neously.

Step 4: A bilateral decision to turn
the LoC into the international border.

The proposal has been discussed by

as international border

;J" The & ?the UK have been putting

US Secretary of State Colin Powell, de-
fence secretary Donald Rumsfeld and
British foreign secretary Jack Straw
with Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Ad:
vani and defence minister George Fer-
nandes during their respective visits to
New Delhi this year.

The cabinet committee on security
(CCS) has also discussed the proposal at
length and most of the CCS members
have endorsed it as “realistic”. J&K
chief minister Farooq Abdullah, a long-
time advocate of this, has expressed his
full support to the PM and Mr Advani.

The Vajpayee government has told
Mr Powell and Mr Straw that India can
accept this proposal provided Pakistan
accepts it and is willing to fulfil India’s
demands of giving up any further
claims to Kashmir and putting an end to
the proxy war against India. Once the
agreement is signed, the border will be
properly demarcated and delineated.

India’s softened stand would mean
that it gives up its claim on Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir.

THE TIMES OF INDi»



“‘Flexible’ Pervez wants talks

ISLAMABAD, Sept S. — General Pervez Mushar-
raf has said the Kashmir problem could be solved on-
ly if India and Pakistan displayed “pragmatism” and
“flexibility”, as the USA snubbed Islamabad on its
statement on the “futility” of J&K polls by terming
them as “an expression of the will of the Kashmiris™.

In an interview to BBC's Question Time Pakistan
programme, Gen. Musharraf said he was ready to
be flexible with India to resolve the Kashmir issue.
“I think if there is pragmatism and flexibility, there
are solutions which can be acceptable to both.”

How flexible could he be on this issue? Gen.
Musharraf said: “I can’t really measure..., but all I
can say one needs to be flexible, in discussiéns.”
Details of the interview, to be telecast tomorrow,
were circulated by the BBC here today.

THE STATESMAS-

Refusing to outline any @cific solution, Gen,
Musharraf said he had proposed a four-pronged
approach to resolve the Kashnir issue at the Agra
Summit last year and the approach still remained
relevant. “We are not getting involved into a dis-
cussion of solutions. What our stand is... let us first
start talking,” he said.

The first step of the four-pronged approach, Gen
Musharraf said, is resumption talks by accepting
Kashmir as the “central issue”. “The two countries
should eliminate the solutions unacceptable to
both and concentrate on proposals that are accept-
able... these are the steps we need to take when we
start discussing the solution-issues right away.”

Mr Richard Armitage said in Washington yester-
day that the “the USA feels free and fair elections
in Kashmir would be an expression of the will of
people and may help a movement forward. It has to
be seen whether it gets broader participation”.
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4V‘No shift

in Pak.’s

1 Kashmir policy’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 6. On the eve of the visit of the
Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, to the
United States to take part in a function to com-
memorate the September 11 terror strikes on
American cities, the Minister in-charge of Pak.
Occupied Kashmir (PoK), Nisar A. Memon, has
asserted that there was no shift in Pakistan’s
Kashmir policy.

The categorical tone of the Minister, while pre-
siding over a meeting of elected members of the
PoK Council here, assumes significance in the
wake of debate within Pakistan on the subject
after a newspaper asserted that during his visit to
New York, Gen. Musharraf would announce a
paradigm shift in the Kashmir policy. After ad-
dressing the United Nations General Assembly
on September 12, Gen. Musharraf is scheduled to
hold talks with the U.S. President, George W.
Bush.

Mr. Memon was assigned last week additional
charge of the portfolio of Kashmir affairs after his
predecessor, Abbas Sarfaraz Khan, quit office to
contest the October general elections.

Though the Pakistan Foreign Office has dis-
missed the newspaper report as ‘totally baseless’,
Pakistan-based Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front

(JKLF) has warned the Musharraf Government of |
‘dire consequences’ if it were to agree for con-
version of Line of Control (LoC) as a permanent
border. f

Mr. Memon told the newly-elected members |
of the PoK Council that not only Pakistan's stand
on the Kashmir issue remained unchanged but
also its ‘diplomatic position’ on the Kashmir is- ]
sue has improved due to which ‘India is feeling
depressed’. He has asserted that international |
pressure on India has increased for resolution of }
the Kashmir issue. 3

The Minister welcomed the statement by the /
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armitage, |
to a group of visiting Pakistani journalists that [
Kashmir was on international agenda the way it |
has never been before and that there was a lot of
concern in the international community to re-
solve the issue.

The meeting also offered prayers for those
killed in the ‘freedom struggle’ in the Kashmir
and those who died due to Indian shelling in PoK.
The Minister was informed that the PoK Council,
which is headed by the chief executive of Pakis-
tan, came into being in 1975 under the PoK Inter-
im Constitution Act, 1974. The Council works as a !
‘bridge’ between the Government of Pakistan and |
the PoK Government. ‘

-
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Joint efforts by U.S., China to
reduce Indo-Pak. tensions

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, AUG. 27. The United
States has co-opted China for
close consultations on ways to
reduce the current wave of In-
dia-Pakistan tensions. This was
'signalled by the U.S. Deputy Sec-
retary of State, Richard Armit-
age, following his talks with the
Chinese leaders in Beijing on
Monday.

Mr. Armitage reached Tokyo
today on the final leg of his Asian
tour, and his extensive discus-
sions there, too, are understood
to have covered the South Asian
scene, although the actual sub-
stance of this aspect of the U.S.-
Japan dialogue was not immedi-
ately clear.

Addressing the international
media after his talks in Beijing,
Mr. Armitage said the Indo-Pak.
crisis was discussed by him in
great detail with both the Chi-
nese Vice-President, Hu Jintao,
and the Vice-Foreign Minister, Li
Zhaoxing.

Summing up his exchanges,

he said: “I do not think there is
any difference of opinion on the
absolute need to contain the
tensions and to try to bring
about a better situation’’.

Mr. Armitage portrayed the Si-
no-American engagement on
the India-Pakistan equation as a
dynamic aspect of a growing in-
ternational discourse and of
backstage diplomacy on steps to
avert a dangerous escalation of
tensions in South Asia.

“For our part, he said, “we are
going to continue to consult
closely with the Chinese as we
move forward and continue our
involvement surrounding the
tensions in South Asia’.

He said he had thanked his
Chinese interlocutors for “the
strenuous efforts of President
Jiang Zemin, at Almaty, a couple
of months ago, to try to lower the
temperatures (and to do so)
along with the efforts of Presi-
dent (Vladimir) Putin’’ of Russia.

He also stressed on the need
to continue the joint efforts to

“contain the difficulties and low-
er the tensions” to “promote
peace and stability in that very
important (South Asian) region”.

Pak. collecting
‘evidence’ of
attack

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 27.Pakistan to-
day claimed that it was in the
process of “getting evidence”
about the alleged attack by Indi-
an forces on a Pakistani military
post in Pak-Occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

The Press Secretary to the Pa-
kistan President, Rashid Qu-
reshi, told The Hindu that “we
have evidence about the attack.
We are in the process of putting
it together. It might take 10 to 15
days.”



I
|
|
|
| Y\O " By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 27. India has ruled out, “as of

now”, any bilateral meeting between the Prime

Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the Pakistan

President, Pervez Musharraf, on the sidelines of

the United Nations General Assembly in New York

next month.

This view, according to sources, is based on the
fact that Pakistani backing for terrorist groups op-
erating in Kashmir continues and all of Gen.
Musharraf’'s moves are “tactical’’ in nature.

Conceding that there had been a decline in the
levels of infiltration across the Line of Control, the
sources made it clear that India was not about to
make an effort to resumne the dialogue with Pakis-
tan. They were also not in agreement with the
statement made by the United States Deputy Sec-
retary of State, Richard Armitage, that “no one,
whether here in Pakistan or in India, feels that the
Government of Pakistan is solely and completely
responsible for activities across the border”.

‘ Thanking Gen. Musharraf “again” for the
“splendid job” his forces were doing to tackle the
Al-Qaeda elements in Pakistan’s tribal areas, Mr.
Armitage said in Islamabad on August 24: “On the
question of infiltration, I can say that nothing has
changed from the assurances I was given this past

I June when 1 (was) here. There is some obvious

|

|
|

infiltration across the Line of Control, but our
friends here in Pakistan assured me that this was
not something sponsored by the Government of
Pakistan.”

This, the sources said, was not the view of the
Government of India, which believes that the infil-
trators continue to enjoy the support of the Pakis-
tani establishment. If the General cannot control

" ‘No bilateral meeting witn
9-., Pakistan as of now’ -«

the terrorist groups, then he should begin cooper-
ating with India in dealing with such elements.

They felt that the August 14 speech by the Presi-
dent was a clear effort to undermine the Jammu
and Kashmir elections.

It was, the sources claimed, a signal to the ter-
rorist organisations that there was no change in
Pakistan’s traditional position on Kashmir.

According to the sources, the Pakistan-based
United Jehad Council, a conglomerate of terrorist
outfits, has been issuing threats to the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference to intensify its anti-election
campaign. Reports suggest that there is an ongo-
ing anti-polls poster campaign in the State.

Also, there are suggestions that there is a change .
in the pattern of infiltration — from the Kashmir
Valley it is moving to the Jammu and Poonch ar-
eas. There has also been an intensification of polit-
ical killings in Kashmir. While 42 political activists
had been murdered till date this year, the figure
from january 1 to August 19 last year stood at 29. It
was evident that political cadres had become the
target of attack in the run-up to the coming elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir, the sources said.

While India is unlikely to involve the U.N. in any
way, it was “clear” that Pakistan was not conform-
ing to the U.N. Resolution 1373 under which coun-
tries could not provide safe haven to terrorist
elements. India had made public statements to
this effect which needed to be noted by the in-
ternational community.

New Dethi, the sources said, also understood
the “strategic compulsions” of the U.S. vis-a-vis
Pakistan given the fact that Al-Qaeda elements
have taken refuge in Pakistan. Top U.S. military
officials have referred to the presence of the Al-
Qaeda in Pakistan.

70 Ann M



e .

A

-

TOWARDS A COMMON UNDERSTANDING

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND the U.S. administra-
tion appear to be moving towards a common
understanding of the elements that constitute
the phenomenon of cross-border terrorism in
the current context. The outlines of this com-
mon understanding were brought out (albeit
in a semantically negative form) by the U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armitage,
who said while in Islamabad that no one,
either there or in India, “thinks that the Pakis-
tan Government is solely responsible for the
infiltration”. The Minister for External Affairs,
Yashwant Sinha, had implied as much in the
remarks he made in Kathmandu to the effect
that the Pakistan Government should ac-
knowledge the limits of its ability to prevent
the exfiltration of terrorists from its side of the
LoC. Prior to that, Pakistan’s President, Pervez
Musharraf, too had said on record that while
cross-border movement might still be taking
place this was without the support, encour-
agement or permission of his Government. All
said, New Delhi now appears to have taken on
board the perspective that terrorism emanat-
ing from the Pakistan side of the LoC is not
solely a state-sponsored affair. While it is ab-
solutely necessary that Pakistan, or any other
state for that matter, be made to end official
sponsorship of terrorism, it is also important
to factor in the recognition that terrorism as a
phenomenon has a multi-faceted nature and
diverse origins.

India’s current readiness to look at terror-
ism in its broader aspects, and not solely as a
state-sponsored affair, opens the avenue for
the deployment of more creative mechanisms
to deal with the phenomenon. While Pakistan
has tended to regard Mr. Sinha’s proposal for
joint patrolling of the LoC as premature, it was
noteworthy that Pakistan’s Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs, Inam-ul-Hagq did not reject
it outright and instead indicated a prepared-
ness to consider it if certain conditions were
met. From Mr. Haq's presentation, it was clear

LS5 y v

that Pakistan has not abandoned its position
that a reduction of tension and the com-
mencement of a dialogue must necessarily
form the next stage in the interaction between
the two countries. It is also highly probabie
that even in the course of this particular ex-
change of views both countries were trying to
outmanoeuvre each other and that they will
continue to do so. Therefore, the hope that
they will not miss out on opportunities to
arrive at a common understanding and devise
a common approach must remain tentative for
the moment. %) AC ("1/ 8

Even so, the current preparedness to take a
more positive approach towards Pakistan
makes for a welcome contrast to an attitude
more in evidence till recently wherein the
main policy goal appeared to be that of estab-
lishing Islamabad’s guilt for crimes committed
rather than that of finding solutions to prob-
lems. This shift in emphasis on the nuances
has not occurred without a sense of disso-
nance since a tendency within the Indian for-
eign policy establishment has hinted at its
disappointment that Mr. Armitage would not
convey a stronger message to Islamabad. How-
ever, a more realistic assessment would be that
the U.S. administration can, or is willing, to
pressure Islamabad only to a limited extent
especially in a context where Washington re-
quires Pakistan’s assistance in the fight against
the remnants of the Taliban and Al-Qaeda. The
approach taken thus far of relying on Washing-
ton to press India’s demands on and derive
promises from Pakistan has clearly run its
course. A revival of the bilateral route to re-
solving the outstanding disputes between In-
dia and Pakistan can, realistically speaking,
occur only after the elections to the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly have been got over
with. However, the revival of the bilateral dia-
logue is not only intrinsically necessary but it
will also ensure that initiatives for peace orig-
inate from “within the subcontinent.
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Pak springs”
a surprlse
across Lo (.

Times News NETWORK
AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: Even as defence
minister George Fernandes
termed as baseless reports
from Islamabad that Indian
soldiers had been killed dur-
ing an attack on a Pakistani
post across the Line of Con-

frol, army chief Gen 8.

Padamabhan flew to Srina-

gar on Friday for an on-the-

spot assessment of the situa-

tion in the border areas of
the Kashmir Valley.

Earlier in the day, Pakistan
had accused India of sending
in troops and planes to attack

'a mountain outpost in Gul-
tari, opposite the Drass sector

. in J&K, in a “highly irrespon-

_sible and escalatory act”.

According to army intelli-
gence reports, the Gultari
area is the region where
about 500 Al Qaida opera-
tives, who escaped from
Afghanistan, are amassed.
These Al Qaida operatives,
the reports say, are in close
ouch with the 1,500-2,000
Lashkar, Jaish and Hizb mil-
itants stationed at ‘launch
pads’ along the LoC.

Pakistani military
spokesperson Maj-Gen
Rashid Qureshi told a press
briefing in Islamabad, to
which Indian journalists
were not invited, that their
troops had killed “dozens of
Indian soldiers who had
launched an unprovoked at-
tack”. He claimed that India
had even used aircraft to
bomb Pakistani posts.

A Pakistani army state-
ment alleged that India sent
warplanes to bomb the mili-
tary post after its attacking
forces were trapped in the
area. It claimed that despite
“desperate efforts”, Indian
forces had been pinned down
and rendered unable to move
or extricate casualties.

Indian officials rubbished
these claims. “The Pakistani
allegation that Indian armed
forces launched an attack on
their posts, employing ar-

tillery and air power, is false
and baseless,” said defence
secretary Subir Dutta. “It is
reiterated that Indian forces
have neither crossed the LoC
nor attacked any place what-
soever,” he said.

While an army spokesper-
son denied any casualties on
the Indian side, an external af-
fairs ministry statement said
the story had evidently been
spread at a time when US
deputy secretary of state
Richard Armitage was visit-
ing India to detract attention
from “the absence of transla-
tion” of Gen PervezMushar-
raf’s commitment to end
cross-border terrorism per- -
manently. Be that as it may,
the situation along the 740-
km-long LoC has certainly be-
come “hot” once again, with
fiery exchanges of artillery
and mortar fire between the
Indian and Pakistani forces in
several sectors, including
Drass. The defence minister
will be visiting the forward ar-
eas in J&K on Saturday to re-
view the situation.

Defence sources said the
army had once again stepped
up the application of “mili-
tary pressure” along the bor-
der to dissuade the Pakistani
army from launching any
“misadventure” like the one
it had tried in the Gurez-
Machal sector in the last
week of July. Although army
authorities continue to re-
main very tight-lipped about
this incident, sources said a
couple of platoons of Pak-
istani special forces had “in-
truded” into Indian territory
and “occupied a hill feature”
overlooking the Neelam Val-
ley around July 25-26. The 11
Sikh Light Infantry which is
deployed in the area was un-
ableto detect the “foreign pres-
ence” for two to three days.

“By then, the Pakistani in-
filtrators had constructed
bunkers on the hill feature..it
took targeted artillery bar-
rages, coupled with air power,
over 48 hours finally to dis-
lodge them,” said a source.
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/fslamabad cla}\a a malicious
+ propaganda: New Delhi

’VD\ By Sandeep lesl'ut

NEW DELH}, AUG. 23. India today dismissed as “ma-
licious” Pakistani claims that its armed forces
had attacked a Pakistani post across the Line of
Control on Thursday employing artillery and air
power.

The Ministries of External Affairs and Defence
pointed out that such claims being made duringa
top U.S. official’s ongoing visit are intended to
divert attention from Pakistan’s continuing abet-
ment of cross-border terrorism into Jammu and
Kashmir. In a terse statement, the Defence Minis-
try said, “the Pakistani allegations are apparently
an effort at spreading disinformation and mali-
cious propaganda to malign India
internationally”’.

It reiterated the Foreign Office’s claims that the
Indian armed forces have neither crossed the LoC
or any border anywhere. Sources said Pakistan
had initiated artillery fire and the Iiidian forces
had retaliated. No reports of casualties had been
received so far, they claimed.

Meanwhile, Defence Ministry sources said that
while infiltration had indeed gone down last
month, latest data from frontline formations had
indicated a “sharp” increase in the ingress of ter-
rorists during the current month. The army had
detected 10 appreciable cases of infiltration of
which eight took place in northern Kashmir.
Terming this as a “major reversal of trend”,
sources expected the trend to increase in view of :
the Assembly elections in the State.

The sources said another noteworthy trend
was that most of the terrorists apprehended or
killed in the past couple of months owed alle-
giance to pro-Pak. outfits like the Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba, while confusion in the ranks of the
Hizb-ul-Mujahiddin could have led to their
cadres becoming inactive.

Although infiltration had increased in the last
fortnight, analysts said the trend should be seen
over a wider time frame. If the trend continued |
for another month, only then would it reflect Pa-
kistan’s continued support to Jehadi outfits and
its desire to disrupt the elections.

Z
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_Advani Accuses Pak Of Sabotaging J&K Elections

@ 22 AUGUST

war” with Pakistan over

Kashmir, though thereis no
formal declaration of hostilities,
deputy prime minister L.K. Ad-
vani said here. “When people
ask me ‘will there be a war be-
tween India and Pakistan? they
are obviously referring to a de-
clared war like that which hap-
pened in 1971 or 1965. But for
India, we are at war,” he told
UK's Channel Four television.

He said there was no point in
resuming talks with Pakistan
wntil cross-border terrorism was
puttoanend. Advani, whoison
a three-day visit to the UK, said
cross-border terrorism “is still
considerable, although there
has been some reduction in in-
filtration because of interna-
tional pressure on Pakistan.

“However, infiltration is only
one aspect of cross-border ter-
rorism. There are other compo-
nents of cross-border terrorism
— training of terrorists, financ
ing them, providing arms t
them, letting terrorist camps t
continue to function on Pak
istani soil.” Advani also ob
served that Pakistan has bee
under “great pressure,” both ir
ternationally and internally.

“Having promoted funde
mentalism to harass India, it -
facing harassment to some ex
tent,” he said. Advani accuse:
Pakistan of sabotaging th
forthcoming elections in Jam
mu and Kashmir by creating at
atmosphere of fear in the state
but affirmed that the election
in the state would be held or
schedule and would be fuily fai
and free. Advani met a delega:
tion of leaders of the Gujarat
Muslim community in the UK
at the high commissioner’s resi:
dence where a reception wat
held on Wednesday night and
heard their concerns about the
safety and well-being of their
kith and kin in Gujarat.

The deputy prime minister
assured them that the Gujarat
situation was now fully under
control and rehabilitation near
complete. The delegation said
they felt relieved to learn that
the communal disturbance re-
mained localised in Gujarat. The
coungil of Indian Muslims had
boycotted the reception accus-
ing Mr Advani of “protecting”
the Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi. —PTL

INDIA considers itself “at

India considers itself
:— /with Pakistan




[Pak. not averse to joint patrolling

\\A\)w By Amit Baruah q QC\N\

KATHMANDU, ANG. 22. While favouring neu-
tral monitoring, of the Line of Control, Pa-
kistan is not averse to considering the
Indian proposal of joint patrolling of the
LoC if tensions come down and confidence
is built between the two countries.

Addressing a largely Indian press corps,
the Pakistani Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, Inam-ul-Haq, went out of his way to
call for the resumption of talks, saying that
the two cpuntrles must build up an atmo-
sphere*tif trust and confidence.

Pakisthn, which had rejected the idea of
joint patrolling when put forward by the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, at Al-
maty on June 5, saw more merit in the pro-
posal today even as Mr. Haq said there was
some confusion about the Indian suggesti-
on.

“The Indian Prime Minister did propose
that. The same day, we saw a statement
from Mr. (George) Fernandes saying that
there was no way a joint patrolling mecha-
nism could be established... In a situation
where more than a million men are staring
at each other across the LoC, it is rather
difficult to imagine a situation where they
will have sufficient confidence in each oth-
er to start joint patrolling,” he said. .

“And, we don't really see why the LoC
should not be monitored by a neutral
mechanism because there has to be a cli-
mate of confidence between the two coun-
tries, a situation of normalcy before such
proposals can be seriously addressed... Let
us create a climate where the two countries
are talking to each other. Such proposals
can be examined once tensions go down

and confidence is built in both countries...”
Mr. Haq said. The measured, reasonable
Mr. Haq answered all questions from the
Indian press with due deliberation. At the
back of his mind, he was probably aware
that the United States Deputy Secretary of
State, Richard Armitage, will arrive in New
Delhi tomorrow and then go to Islamabad.

See also Page 11

By Amit Baruah

KATHMANDU, AUG. 22. The External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, today said
that he would not speak on India-Pakis-
tan relations on Nepalese soil and re-
peatedly stressed that ties between New
Dethi and Islamabad should not hamper
the SAARC (South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation) process.
Disclosing that an Indian proposal to
have annual SAARC sutmmits in January
had been agreed upon, Mr. Sinha said
that for the next summit in Islamabad,
New Delhi had proposed that the meet-
ing be held anytime between January 5
and 20. The exact dates would be worked

SAARC is different; Sinha

out through diplomatic channels. In-
stead of having a debate on dates every
year, the SAARC Council of Ministers
had agreed to recommend to the next
summit that the Heads of State/Govern-
ment meet, say, from the second Mon-
day or second Saturday of January every
year.

Asked if the Prime Minister, Atal Beha-
ri Vajpayee, would travel to Pakistan if
cross-border terrorism continued, Mr.
Sinha said that one should be able to
distinguish between SAARC and India-
Pakistan issues. “You keep India-Pakis-
tan out of it,” he said at the end of the
two-day meeting of the SAARC Council
of Ministers.
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“Let’s not cloud SAARC

By Amit Baruah

KATHMANDU, AUG. 22. The Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha — here to attend the two-
day meeting of the SAARC
(South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation) Council of
Ministers — today declined to
comment on India-Pakistan is-
sues, saying that it had been In-
dia’s endeavour not to allow
bilateral issues to thwart or
cloud the SAARC process.
When repeatedly plied with
questions on Indo-Pak. issues,
he pleaded with the press corps
to change their mindset and not
allow this matter to cloud the
SAARC process. And on why he
had not met his Pakistani coun-
terpart, Mr. Sinha said bilateral
meetings took place on the mar-
gins and it was not necessary
that all the Foreign Ministers
should meet on the sidelines.
Dispelling the impression

2 i A
that India wa& out o obstruct
the SAARC process, Mr. Sinha
said New Delhi was fully com-
mitted to the regional organisa-
tion and wanted it to become a
“powerful instrument” of coop-
eration. Both the meeting of the
SAARC Council of Ministers as
well as the Foreign Secretary-
level discussions had taken
place in a cordial atmosphere
and no contentious issues were
raised.

India’s proposal that SAARC
organise a Ministerial meeting
on terrorism had been agreed
upon. A Pakistani proposal to
have a meeting of senior offi-
cials along with legal advisers to
draft an additional protocol to
the 1987 SAARC Convention on
Terrorism had also been agreed
upon. And the Ministerial meet-
ing would discuss the draft of
the additional protocol.

Mr. Sinha said that the issue
of terrorism was dealt with

comprehensively by the SAARC
Council of Ministers. Asked
about the delay in the imple-
mentation of the South Asian
Preferential Trade Agreement
and agreeing upon the draft text
of the South Asian Free Trade
Agreement, he said India had
called for a speedy agreement
onboth the issues. These were
the bedrock of cooperation as
far as the SAARC nations were
concerned. Mr. Sinha, who be-
gins a bilateral visit to Nepal
from tomorrow, will call on
King Gyanendra, the Prime
Minister, the Home Minister
and hold talks with the Foreign
Secretary. A banquet will be
held in his honour by the Prime
Minister tomorrow.

The Minister, who leaves for
Dhaka on Saturday, has also
been meeting with a cross-sec-
tion of political leaders in Ne-
pal. Separately, the SAARC
Council of Minister received a

23

process; Sinha

Nepdlese suggestion to hold a

meeting of senior officials im-

mediately after a summit meet-

ing in order to draw up an

action plan on the decisions

taken at the summit. A state-

ment from Nepal, which is the

current chair of SAARC, said this

evening: “A concept of troika/

core group at the senior officials

level from the past, present and

future SAARC chairs has also

been put forward to ensure

timely implementation and fol-

low-up on the decision(s). Ne-

pal has been asked to further

explore the concept of troika/

core group and present it to the

next Council of Ministers. The |
proposal has also underlined .
the need for augmenting the in- :
stitutional capacity of the !
SAARC Secretariat to enable it

to respond adequately to the |
emerging challenges as regional

cooperation activities gather !
pace.”

Al 2009



INAM-UL-HAQ HOPEFUL OF DIALOGUE SOON

igns of forward movement
in India-Pakistan ties -

By Amit Baruah

KATHMANDU, AUG. 21. There were
signs of forward movement in
India-Pakistan relations as the
External Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, and the Pakistani
Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs, Inam-ul-Haq, adopted a
conciliatory approach and read-
ily shook hands for the cameras
on the sidelines of the SAARC
Council of Ministers today.

Mr. Sinha said later that per-
haps India and Pakistan could
do *‘something together” if Isla-
mabad conceded that infiltra-
tion across the Line of Control
(LoC) was not in its hands. If
Pakistan ‘“‘came clean” on the
issue, then there were possibil-
ities such as joint patrolling of
the LoC that opened up.

Mr. Haq told reporters sep-
arately that Pakistan was exam-
ining the situation following the
Indian decision to lift the ban
on overflights by India and
would “come up with a deci-
sion”. Islamabad, he said, was
“‘always ready’’ for an exchange
of High Commissioners as well.

“We have always been meet-
ing,” Mr. Sinha said in response
to questions whether the hand-
shake would result in a bilateral
meeting with Mr. Haq. The Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister said it
was not a “secret” that he had
exchanged pleasantries with the
Pakistani Minister. “Civility is a
sign of cuiture and there is no
reason to depart from it....”

For his part, Mr. Haq was
hopeful that a bilateral dialogue
with India could begin soon
though he was not willing to ac-
cept any Indian pre-conditions.
However, he did say no talks
were expected in Kathmandu
and pointed to Mr. Sinha’s
statement on the issue on Tues-

The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, with the

Pakistani Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Inam-ul-Haq,
after the opening ceremony of the SAARC Ministerial
meeting, in Kathmandu on Wednesday. — AFP

day. “...We believe in sovereign
equality and that all dialogue,
discussions should be held
without pre-conditions. Sec-
ondly, I would like to reiterate
that Pakistan has, at the highest
level, at the level of President
Musharraf, stated that there is
no movement across the LoC...”

He said what the Pakistan
President had told a Western
wireservice about some persons
still crossing the LoC was a
statement of fact. ‘“We have al-
ways said there is no way to ab-
solutely seal the border.
Individuals, probably of divided
families, even some rogue ele-
ments, some renegades might
be crossing the LoC. The Pakis-
tan Government’s position is
very clear — it is not sponsor-
ing, encouraging or allowing
any movement across the LoC.”
“That pledge has been given by
President Musharraf and that

pledge has been kept. However,
individual movements, as he
stated in his interview to AFP,
cannot be prevented because of
the terrain itself.... and, if some
people by some means escape
or try to get over the LoC, Indian
forces are also in a position to
interdict them.”

To a question on the pres-
ence of Al-Qaeda elements in
Pakistan and the internal im-
pact on the country, he said Is-
lamabad was a “frontline
member” of the international
coalition against terrorism.
“(This) has had some adverse
impact on Pakistan as well be-
cause terrorist organisations al-
ways try to fight back and
destabilise the countries which
are fighting against terrorism.”
“You know some of the inci-
dents that have happened re-

cently ig,Pakistan, but we are
deter}n‘&:d to eradicate all ter-

\V

rorists from Pakistan §s has
been pledged by the Président
of Pakistan.”

About the terrorist master-
mind, Osama bin Laden’s pres-
ence in Pakistan, Mr. Haq said
nobody knew whether he was
dead or alive. “1 would not like
to speculate on his
whereabouts.”

Asked about the list of 20 ter-
rorists that India had given to
Pakistan seeking extradition,
Mr. Haq claimed this was a
“dormant” issue. “We have
stated in the first place that we
are not aware of the presence of
many of the people who are
there because the list starts in
the early 1980s and 1 am sure
that most of the peaple .... listed
are not in Pakistan. Secondly,
we do not have sufficient infor-
mation. Thirdly, there is no ex-
tradition treaty between India
and Pakistan. Fourthly, no evi-
dence or indictment has been
provided to Pakistan about |
those people who have betin/f
asked to be extradited.” ’

He admitted that there was a |
“SAARC treaty” (convention).
“It requires certain pre-requi-

sites to be fulfilled before the

extradition can take place ...
there have been no indictments
in Indian courts which have
been given to us regarding the
crimes they are supposed to
have been committing....”” Mr.
Hag, who was asked several
questions by Indian reporters,
left open the door for a dialogue
while hinting that Pakistan
could take a step in the direc-
tion of restoring transport links
with India.

Interestingly, be did not take
the opportunity to take pot-
shots at India, but instead ad-
dressed all questions in a
businesslike manner. ,
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Musharraf admits
" 10 mﬁltratmm

Nliwa Rey Chaudhury in New Delhi “\Vy\

Aug. 20. — General Pervez Musharraf has said in Islamabad that
“rogue Islamic militants” may still be infiltrating into Jammu and
Kashmir. The statement vindicates India’s stand that cross-border
infiltration is continuing and indicates that he is under increasing in-
ternational pressure, officials said.

“The possibility is there ... it's like the Afghan border, much
worse,” Gen. Musharraf said in an interview yesterday. “Militants
going across (a possibility)? Yes, sympathisers. There is a possibili-
ty of small groups crossing over ... When 700,000 Indian troops can-
’t block the borders, how do they expect us to block our borders?”

The Pakistan President, however, said there had been no large-
scale or government-sponsored movement of militants across the
border. “There’s no massive activity, no government-sponsored ac-
tivity ... The possibility (of incursions by small groups) cannot be
ruled out.” He expressed frustration at Delhi’s refusal to agree to
talks. “We’re expecting a response... this is a step-by-step movement
forward. I'm not going to take 10 steps when India doesn’t take one.”
He said: “When Mr Armitage was here we spoke of a two- or three-
week period during which a sign would be visibie as to whether any-
thing was happening on the LoC ... We were told the situation (on
the LoC) was better. But there is still no dialogue.”

By admitting that small groups of militants may still be crossing
into J&K, Gen. Musharraf has acknowledged Dethi’s position on
cross-border terror, Mr Yashwant Sinha said in Kathmandu today.

Laden may be in Pakistan: Pervez, page 3

/
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_India’s hand alleged m g/urch aftacks |

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 18. The Pakistan Mmlster
for Law, Justice and Human Rights, Khalid
Ranjha, has surprised diplomatic and polit-
ical observers here by his reported observa-
tions about ‘the possibility of India’s hand’
behind the recent terrorist attacks on Chris-
tian schools and churches in the country.

Dr. Ranjha has been reported as saying
while speaking to a panel of journalists of
the Pakistan official news agency, Associ-
ated Press of Pakistan, that India was taking
advantage of the situation in Pakistan and
its agencies were ‘active’ to tarnish Pakis-
tan's image.

The finger pointing at New Delhij by the
Minister has baffled observers as neither
the Interior Minister, Moinuddin Haider,
nor the police authorities had in any of the
places where the churches were targeted
talked about the “Indian hand”.

In fact, in his speech on the occasion of
Independence Day on August 14, the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Musharraf, had
claimed that the security personnel had ei-
ther apprehended or killed all those who
were involved in the attacks on churches.

The Law Minister has been quoted as
saying that India wanted to divert the atten-
tion of the world community from its “per-
secution of minorities”. For that purpose,
Indian agencies were targeting minorities’
places of worship, hospitals and schools in
Pakistan.

India, he said, wanted to “‘paint” Pakis-

tan as a terrorist state because 1t was “per-
turbed” over its “important” role in the
global coalition against terrorism.

He told the panel that Pakistan had be-
come a “victim of terrorism” because it was
extending moral, political and diplomatic
support to the “just cause” of the Kashmiri
people.

The Law Minister urged the Western
powers to play their role in “redressing the
causes of international injustices”.

The Government, he said, was taking
concrete steps to prevent terrorism in all its
forms as it believed that terrorism was not
an acceptable mode of protest.

He said that the ‘religious circles’ in Pa-
kistan had disowned the terrorist attacks
against Christians and the civil society also
had strongly condemned them.

Clergy opposes reform plan

Meanwhile, the efforts of the Govern-
ment to regulate the functioning of madra-
sas as part of the strategy to tackle religious
and sectarian fundamentalism has had no
success thanks to stiff resistance from reli-
gious parties and groups.A report in the
Daily Times from Karachi said that only 20
out of the 4,000 seminaries had responded
to the questionnaire sent to them by the
Federal Ministry of Education.

While the report estimated the number
of seminaries at 4,000, sources said the fig-
ure varied from 10,000 to 25,000. The ques-
tionnaire had sought details like student

!
|

enrolment from thhxn(t outside the
country, the curriculum folljowed and the
sources of their funding.

In the last week of July, yfelding to pres-
sure from the right-wingers, the Govern-
ment had agreed to constitute a committee
to review the provisions of a new legislation
to regulate the functioning of religious
schools. The proposed legislation itself
came after much delay.

In his January 12 address, Gen. Mushar- |
raf had promised to introduce a legislation \
to regulate the mushrooming growth of
madrasas, some of which were considered
to be ‘jehad’ factories. ‘

It was only in the third week of June that !
the Government proposed a draft ordi-
nance and in the wake of stiff resistance
from the right-wingers has not so far gone
ahead with its promulgation.

The International Crisis Group (ICG)
based in Brussels, in an in-depth report on
“Pakistan: madrasas, extremism and the
military”, released here on July 29, had la-
mented that the pledges of the military gov-
ernment to reform the seminaries had not
been backed by decisive action or a credible
plan.“Tt is doubtful whether the military
government has the intent or the will to set
Pakistani society on a sustainable course
that would lead to political pluralism and
religious tolerance. On a key test — reform
of madrasas, the Pakistani religious schoois
that breed extremism of many hues — the
mlhtary government thys far has acted
weakly.” /S
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f;Pak. rebuts

%ﬁ%
ISLAMABAD, AUG. 16. Pakistan has rejected t
charges against it by the Prime Minister, Ata
Behari Vajpayee, of adopting "‘double standards”
in combating terrorism and said that the allega-
tions were a cover-up for the “reign of tetror” let
loose by the Indian forces in Kashmir.

In a sharp reaction to Mr. Vajpayee’s observa-
tions in his Independence Day address on Thurs-
day, a spokesperson of the Pakistan Foreign
Office said that Islamabad rejected the allegation
that Pakistan was sponsoring terrorism. “In the
face of India’s own sordid record of fomenting
terrorism across South Asia during the past sev-
eral decades, Mr. Vajpayee’s reference to ‘double
standards’ is hypocritical,” he said.

The spokesperson also took exception to Mr.
Vajpayee's assertion that Jammu and Kashmir
was an integral part of India and argued that it
was contrary to international legality as reflected
in the relevant U.N. Security Council resolutions.

“Such st}te'ments reflect India’s colonial

‘Iql}dia’s charges

mindset, its disregard for morality and its in-
tention to persist with its illegal control over the
Indian-occupied Kashmir through brute force.
This attitude is the principal impediment in the
way of a peaceful and just settlement of the
Kashmir dispute”, the Foreign Office statement
said.

The spokesperson reiterated Pakistan’s view-
point on the coming elections in Jammu and
Kashmir as a “farce” and asserted that there
could be no peace unless the Kashmir problem
was resolved.

Besides the ‘“illegitimate nature” of the exer-
cise, all such elections had been “blatantly
rigged” in the past and “rejected” by the Kash-
miri people, the statement alleged and ques-
tioned the credibility of an election to be
conducted in the “intimidating presence” of a
7,00,000-strong “Indian occupation force with
the licence to kill”’. Despite the enormous Indian
pressure, the All Party Hurriyat Conference had
refused to take part in the “fraudulent” elections,
it said.
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it Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 15. The deep chasm between the
stated positions of India and Pakistan on the
Jammu and Kashmir issue has been exposed in
the respective Independence Day speeches by
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf.

If the rhetoric was somewhat under control in
the past few days, the remarks on the Kashmir
elections has seen a re-discovery by New Delhi
of Gen. Musharraf’s non-democratic credentials.
Gen. Musharraf was a ‘‘dictator” in October
1999, he remained one during the Agra summit
in July 2001 and continues to retain that status
today.

Mr. Vajpayee described Kashmir as India’s
“atoot ang” or integral part (a phrase that irrita-
tes the Pakistani establishment) but he did leave
open a small window of opportunity — that In-
dia could take more de-escalatory steps if Pakis-
tan kept its word on ending cross-border
infiltration.

Whether this is seen as a positive exposition
by the Pakistanis, of course, is quite another
matter given the vitiated atmosphere existing
between the two Governments. These remarks
may also well be aimed at the international com-
munity to show that India is willing o “do
more’’ as far as de-escalatory measures are
concerned.

On the other hand, there was no ‘“‘window’ at
all for forward movement in Gen. Musharraf’s
speech on Wednesday — though the two leaders
made the customary references about the need
to fight poverty.

In all this, the United States, too, would be
looking closely at the remarks by the two leaders.
During his visit to New Delhi, the U.S. Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, had said he would be
speaking to the Pakistani side about taking every
effort to “avoid disturbing these (Kashmir)
elections”.

As he urged India to hold free, fair and in-
i clusive elections, Gen. Powell had said: “We wel-

come India’s commitment to hold free and fair
elections, and we believe an inclusive election,

meetmg these standards, can serve as the first
step towards peace and reconciliation.”

However, America’s “stalwart ally’’ in the war
against terrorism, Pakistan, does not see ‘“‘in-
clusive elections” as any kind of first step. Gen.
Musharraf made it plain that Pakistan saw these
polls as a “farce”; it was yet another attempt by
India to legitimise its “illegal occupation” of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Pakistan does not see the Kashmir elections as
part of a broader process of promoting regional
stability, but strongly believes that India’s elec-
tion move cuts at its own long-term strategic
interests as far as Kashmir is concerned.

Gen. Musharraf’s statement on the elections is
unhelpful and flies in the face of the U.S. formu-
lation that these could eventually lead to the
redressal of Kashmiri grievances.

It comes as a roadblock towards moving along
this broad process, as there is no agreement on
what the elections mean.

While India regards these elections as part of
its usual democratic process, the decision to al-
low individuals to observe the polls and begin
some kind of a dialogue with the Hurriyat is
clearly aimed at an international audience.

As far as Pakistan is concerned, there is no
change in the kind of language that it has tradi-
tionally used to describe the elections. Gen.
Musharraf’s formulations would also go to show
that the larger strategic framework in which Pa-
kistan views the Kashmir issue remains intact.

At no stage has the Pakistani establishment
ever said that it has actively engaged in sabo-
taging the elections in Kashmir — the Pakistani
view of all this has been that militancy and ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir is an indigenous
movement. There is no change in this position.

The Pakistani perception of the Jammu and
Kashmir elections does pose a challenge to the
recent initiatives taken by the international com-
munity. It remains to be seen whether Islamabad
will just stop at words, or will use its clout to
actively disrupt the poll process.

India, however, must stick to making as many
people as possible to partlclpate in the comine

1
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Musharraf I

X

INDIA, FOR the first time
yesterday, lashed out at Per-
vez Musharraf for the way
in which he had ensconced
himself in power. The provo-
cation had come from the
Pakistani leader, who, ad-
dressing his countrymen on
the occasion of Pakistan’s
Independence Day, accused
India of getting ready to
hold “farcical” elections in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Strong words flew from
both capitals. What General
Musharraf triggered was a
series of confabulations at
the highest levels in South
Block aimed at formulating
an appropriate response. The
final statement was crafted
at the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice after almost 11 hours.

In his address, Musharraf
had talked of a “sacred
trust” compelling Pakista-
nis to support “the struggle
for self-determination by
our Kashmiri brothers”. He
also described the Indian re-
solve to hold elections in
J&K as “yet another effort to
give a mask of legitimacy to
India’s illegal occupation”.
In reply, India said, “The sa-
cred trust he spoke about to
the people of Pakistan
should really be to establish
a moderate and democratic
Pakistan, free from military
rule and networks of funda-
mentalist terrorism”,

“After the rigged referen-

Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, August 14
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igged referendum:

Rashid Ahmad
Srinagar, August 14

WITH SEPARATIST politi-
cal forces deciding to re-
main away from the J&K
Assembly polls, to a large
section of local people, the
exercise would merely be a
repetition of the 1996 elec-
tions, in which only tradi-
tional mainstream parties
took part.

There is a general feel-
ing that even though a
Government was formed
after the elections, but sit-
uation on the ground saw
little change. The people’s
problems were hardly ad-
dressed, and the separatist
movement entered a far

J&K voters fear repetition of 96

more menacing phase and
the level of violence also
increased.

A common perception
is that the participation of
separatist outfits in the
poll process could have
given it a new meaning.
The observers argue that
this would have assuaged
the feelings of a wide sec-
tion of people and could
have ensured larger par-
ticipation.

Most of those who sup-
port this view hold New
Delhi responsible for clos-
ing doors on the All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference.
They maintain that the
haste with which the EC
announced the poll sche-

dule was more a snub to
the US than the initiation
of a genuine democratic
exercise,

US Secretary of State
Collin Powel had de-
scribed the elections as a
step towards resolving the
Kashmir problem.

“Had India accepted
American line on elec-
tions, the scenario today
would have definitely
been different,” says Tahir
Mohiuddin, editor of
Urdu weekly Chattan.

“We don't think that
these elections have any
importance, and will lead
New Delhi anywhere,”
says Professor Abdul Gani
Bhat, chairman APHC.

dum in Pakistan and consti-
tutional and political ma-
nipulations going on before
the October elections there,
one would have hoped that
General Musharraf would
be more restrained in his
pronouncements on elec-
tions in J&K. Perhaps, he is
worried by the contrast be-
tween free and fair elections
within the framework of In-
dia’s democracy and the na-
tional elections conducted
by a military regime”, New

Delhi said.

To observers, this was a
clear signal New Delhi had
dropped its nearly three-
year-long restraint on com-
menting on Pakistan’s inter-
nal affairs. Not even in the
early days of Musharraf’s
career as “chief executive”
had India officially com-
mented on his “manipula-
tions” as it did today.

India also saw in Mushar-
raf’s address to Pakistanis
an indication that his

regime “intends to sabo-
tage” the J&K elections.

In his speech Musharraf
practically exhorted Kash-
miris to boycott their elec-
tions.

The BJP, too, officially
criticised Musharraf for de-
scribing the forthcoming
polls in Jammu and Kash-
mir as “farcical.”

BJP spokesperson Sunil
Shastri said Musharraf’s
stand that his country not
be held responsible for fail-

.

India
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ure of the'polls was a “chal-
lenge to the civilised world
which is fighting the men-
ace of global terrorism.”

He took strong exception
to Musharraf describing
the terrorists acts in the
state as “freedom struggle”,
saying “we strongly object
to this remark by him and
totally condemn it.”

Kashmir killings

Three Armymen were killed
and 19 others injured as mil-
itants attacked a bus carry-
ing security personnel in
the Shopian area of Pulwa-
ma district.

Militants detonated an
improvised explosive device
and followed it by firing on
the troops returning from
cordon and search opera-
tions at Gadapur village en
route their camp at Qasdoo-
ra last night. \

Two persons were injured
in a landmine blast near the
Line of Control in Uri sector
of Baramulia district last
night.

Poli panel order

The Election Commissick
today directed the J&K
Government to replace
Deputy Commissioner of
Poonch Ezaz Igbal for not ef-
fectively implementing the
commission’s directives for
the Assembly polls. EC
sources said the commis-
sion directed the State Chief

Secretary to transfer Igbal
immediately. /




+--J&K elections_
farcical: Musharr f

By B. Muralidhar Reddy MQ

ISLAMABAD, AUG.14. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
today upped the ante on Kash-
mir by describing the scheduled
elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir in September/October as
“farcical” and said there could
never be peace in South Asia
without resolution of the Kash-
mir dispute.

Islamabad’s perspective on
. the J&K elections was the dom-
inant theme of his speech at the
function to mark the 55th Inde-
pendence Day celebrations of
Pakistan. In a reflection of the
prevailing security environment
in the country in the aftermath
of the September 11 incidents,
the function was a scaled down
event as Gen. Musharraf chose
to hoist the national flag inside
the highly- guarded Convention
Centre in the presence of a se-
lect gathering of diplomats and
senior Government
functionaries.

The challenge posed by the
religious and sectarian funda-
mentalist groups from within
and outside the country, as was
evident in the series of terror
strikes in Pakistan in the last few
months, and a promise to hold
“free and fair” general elections
in the country in October were
the other major themes in his
long televised speech.

Gen. Musharraf's sharp re-
marks on the J&K elections is a
clear rejection by Islamabad of
the international community’s
view that the polls could prove
to be the first step towards reso-
lution of the contentious issue.
He said Pakistan would not be
held responsible for the failure
of the polls in the valley as the
All-Parties Hurriyat Conference,
a conglomerate of 23 parties,
has decided to boycott them.

His observations in this context
have to be viewed against the
subtle and not so subtle sug-
gestions from the Anglo-Amer-

ican interlocutors in recent
weeks on the need for Pakistan
to ensure ‘‘violence free” polls
in the valley.

He reiterated his threat to
take the battle into the Indian
territory if attacked. He said that
India should stop its provoca-
tive rhetoric and war hysteria.
“It is time to give peace a
chance,” he said.

“Pakistan supports the prin-
ciple struggle of the people of
Kashmir for the right of self-de-
termination, since long prom-
ised to them by the

" international community. This

struggle of our Kashmiri broth-
ers is a sacred trust with us,
which can never be compro-
mised. The announcement by
India to hold elections in J&K is
yet another effort to give a mask
for India’s illegal occupation of
J&K. Pakistan position on this
issue is based on the U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions. Elec-
tions cannot be a substitute to
free and impartial plebiscite un-
der the U.N. auspices,” Gen.
Musharraf said.




By B. Muralldhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 14. For the first
time since the heightening of
Indo-Pak. tensions in Decem-
ber last year, eminent citizens
from India and Pakistan sat on

" the same platform here today

“ the veteran journalist,

and made out a strong case for
the Governments of both the
countries to return to the path
of dialogue.

The occasion was the semi-
nar organised by Daily Times, a
new Pakistan daily launched by
Najam
Sethi, on the theme of ‘Peace
and freedom in South Asia’. The
award winning author and so-
cial activist, Arundhati Roy, was
the keynote speaker.

The Editor of Frontline, N.
Ram, and the Chief Editor of
The Indian Express, Shekhar
Gupta, were the other two Indi-
an panelists who made a force-
ful presentation on the futility
of war-mongering in both the
countries. The former Foreign
Minister of Pakistan, Sartaj Aziz,
and Mr. Sethi presented the Pa-
kistan perspective.

The common thread in the
speeches was the continuing
tragedy faced by the people of

Indla and Pakistan as the two
establishments cashed in on the
war hysteria to divert attention
from the real issues and the tre-
mendous gains made by the on-
ly super power, the United
States, in the region since Sep-
tember 11.

Mr. Aziz, who traced the his-
tory of the troubled relations
between India and Pakistan, felt
that unless both sides’ recog-
nised that dialogue was the only
way forward to resolving differ-
ences, there was little scope for
better ties between the nuclear
power rivals. He called for im-
mediate withdrawal of forces
from the border and the re-
sumption of dialogue with a
flexible approach on the con-
tentious issue of Kashmir.

Mr. Ram, who endorsed the
views of Mr. Aziz, said that the
post-1998 tensions in the sub-
continent could be directly link-
ed to the ascendance of the
Hindutva right-wingers in India
and nuclearisation of both the
countries.

“It is ridiculous on the part of
anyone to argue that nucleari-
sation has contributed to secu-
rity in the region. The talk of
limited war is sheer nonsense.

There is little doubt that the nu-
clear explosions have weakened
Indian security and complicat-
ed Dbilateral relations with
Pakistan’.

He said if the current estab-
lishment in Pakistan was guilty
of the Kargil ‘misadventure’, the
Vajpayee Government had been
irresponsible in creating a sit-
uation that had led to a war hys-
teria. The National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) had no clarity on
resolution of the Kashmir issue.
“The Indian Government would
have to seriously pursue the
question of autonomy in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.”

Mr. Sethi said the need for
dialogue was never more press-
ing than now. While maintain-
ing that India had alienated the
people of Kashmir by its “lop-
sided policies”, he was candid
in his admission that in the 90s
Pakistan exploited the situation.
He termed Kargil a ‘disaster’ but
at the same time maintained
that by making an offer for un-
conditional talks with India,
Gen. Musharraf had created a
history of sorts.

“We have put a lid on cross-
LoC infiltration and welcomed a
mechanism for verification. But

wma_
-

~"“India, Pak. need to resurrie dialogue’

unfortlitlately the Indlg} év—

ernment is not willing to
budge”.

Mr. Shekhar Gupta said the
good thing about India was that
it was an “imperfect democra-
cy” and Pakistan was an “im-
perfect dictatorship”. In a
speech laced with humour, he
said that in the modern world
war between countries was no
longer a bilateral issue. He
urged the civil society in Pakis-
tan not to exaggerate the impor-
tance of the Hindutva forces

and said institutional mecha- |

nisms in India were capable of
dealing with them.

Ms. Roy said she was a cri- !

tique of the state and deeply
suspicious of ‘nationalism’ and
said while the richest democra-
cy of the world, United States,
was busy promoting “capitalist
fundamentalism”, the largest
democracy. India, was pushing
“religious  fundamentalism”.
Amid applause, she said that for
the establishments in India and
Pakistan Kashmir was a solution
and not a problem. “It (Kash-
mir) is the rabbit they (India

and Pakistan) pull out from the

hat to distract attention from
the real issues”.
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India’s turn to

"\' reciprocate: Ashraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 7. Pakistan’s
Ambassador-designate to the
United States, Ashraf Jehangir
Qazi, has said that it was India’s
turn to reciprocate steps taken
by Pakistan for de-escalation of
tension in the region and im-
prove relations between India
and Pakistan.

In a special address at the La-
hore Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Mr. Qazi, who till
recently the Pakistan’s High
Commissioner in New Delhi,
has said that Pakistan would not
be pressured even if India con-
tinued to station its troops on
the borders for the next five
years.

He told the media after the
function that steps taken by In-
dia to defuse the tensions were
inadequate but at the same time
expressed optimism that the In-
dia-Pak. dialogue would begin
in the near future.

“However, it is difficult to say
when these (parleys) will start,”
he was quoted as telling the
media by the official APP new
agency. “It is a perception of In-
dia that any military build-up

on the borders will put pressure
on the Pak. economy,” he said
adding that the continuation of
Indian forces on the borders
even for five years would not
put any pressure on Pakistan,
especially in economic terms.

“India has to spend more on
maintaining a military build-up
on the borders compared to Pa-
kistan,” he said. Mr. Qazi was of
the view that international pres-
sure on India was mounting
gradually for initiation of talks
with Pakistan.

The Ambassador-designate
said Pakistan favoured contin-
uation of the process of mutual
understanding initiated at the
Agra summit last year.

He said Pakistan was ready
for any logical dialogue with In-
dia on all problems including
the core issue of Kashmir. “But
there should be a de-escalation

. on the borders before the initia-

tion of dialogue’'.

Responding to a question, he
said India was trying to capital-
ise on the post-September 11
scenario and searching for an
unjust solution to the Kashmir
problem through undue pres-
sure. “Pakistan, however, is

sticking to its principled stand
on Kashmir and wants the reso-
lution of the Kashmir problem
in line with U.N. resolutions.”

Nod for T.N.
power project

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 7. The Central
Electricity Authority has ac-
corded techno-economic clear-
ance to the 94 MW Valuthur
combined cycle gas turbine
power project in Tamil Nadu at
an estimated cost of Rs. 301
crores.

This project, to be imple-
mented by. the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Board, is located in
Ramnad district of the State
near National Highway 49. The
natural gas source for the pro-
ject is the ONGC station about
three km. from the project site
and the gas would be transport-
ed by the Gas Authority of India
Limited (GAIL). As the project is
located in an uninhabited bar-
ren land, it would not involve
any rehabilitation work.




- Kashmir a flashpojnt: M

dia and Pakistan and they are talking of

, By V. S. SambandanCsl (Vd‘/v‘rnuch are talking of the dispute be een [n-

COLOMBO, AUG. 1. The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, today charged India
with “hypocrisy” vis-a-vis the Kashmir
dispute. Terming the relationship be-
tween the two nuclear neighbours as
“may be, at its lowest” Gen. Musharraf
also pressed the case for “world powers”
o “‘understand and facilitate” in “bring-
ing peace to the region.”

Asked about the Indian objection to in-
ternationalising the Kashmir issue, he
said at a breakfast meeting with Sri Lank-
an editors “I think there is hypocrisy in
their attitude. They juggle around with se-

| mantics of words. They do not want any-
i one to mediate, but they may be wanting
| interlocutors or facilitators. 1 think we are
| involved in this English language, which is
| not our mother-tongue in any case. The
| reality on the ground is, they are talking.”

Referring to the U.S. and British invol-
vement, Gen. Musharraf asked “why is
Colin Powell going there? What is Jack
Straw doing when he comes here and
talks? What are all these world powers and
wor]d _personalities doing? They very

Kashmir. The U.S. is involved. Whether you
call it mediating or interlocuting or facilitat-
ing or whatever, the Indian leaders talk to
them on this issue.”

Expressing his hope for a resolution of the
dispute through dialogue, Gen. Musharraf
said “you use the English word yourself,
whichever one, the fact of the matter is that
there is a behind-the-scene interaction go-
ing on. Kashmir is internationalised be-
cause the whole world is concerned that
this is a flashpoint with both states being
nuclear.”

It was a “dangerous flashpoint because of
the Kashmir dispute,” he said, adding that
“this realisation has come in and we hope
this will lead to a resolution of the dispute.”

In his opening remarks, Gen, Musharraf
said the full potential of the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation “is
not being realised’”’ because of the tensions
between India and Pakistan.

“I would like to say, that at the moment,
Pakistan and India relationship is, may be,
at its lowest.” Peferring to the border sit-

1y ) r{\,w
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uation, h ped that “good sense prevails
and de-escalation takes place.”

Howevdr, “de-escalation is not an end in
itself.” Thpugh it “may bring peace tempo-
rarily,” petmanent peace could be attained
only by “honouring” the Security Council
resolution on Kashmir and “initiating a
process of dialogue. We hope that the world
powers understand and facilitate this proc-
ess of bringing peace to the region.”

It was also the view of Pakistan — which
will chair the 2003 SAARC summit — that
“no one member should be allowed to scut-
tle a summit. If any member does not want
to attend, that is bad luck, but the summit
must be held without that member.”

Gen. Musharraf also told the editors that
“true democracy”’ in Pakistan would be
ushered in after the October elections.

Asked if the former Pakistan Prime Min-
ister, Benazir Bhutto, would be allowed to
return, he said she had left the country of
her own volition.

She had been sentenced in two cases, for
which she would have to face the proceed-
ings. It was for her to make a choice, he
said.

2012
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'Pak. takes exception
to ARF communique
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. \,JJQ FN- By B. Muralidhar Reddy7 ‘ g w0

ISLAMABAD, AUG 1. Islamabad today took exception to the commu-
nique by the ASEAN Region Forum on PakistantIndia tension and
said the Forum should have directed its counsel to India to end
“repression” in Kashmir and sit across the tabl¢ with Pakistan to
settle the issue.

A spokesman of the Pakistan Foreign Ministry said that it would
have been appropriate for the ARF to call upon India to “end its
repression in the Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir as well as
find a just settlement of the Kashmir dispute through negotia-
tions”. The statement said the resolution of the Kashmir dispute
between India and Pakistan would remove a “dangerous source of
continuing tension and threat to peace in the region”. The ARF
communique at Brunei on Wednesday called on Pakistan for “an
urgent end to all terrorist activities in the region as an essential
step to de-escalate the situation.”

‘“While welcoming its commitment to counter terrorism, Minis-
ters earnestly looked to Pakistan to take urgent steps to implement
it,” the ARF statement said.Islamabad is also piqued over the re-
ported Indian stand taken at the meeting that it will continue to
block Pakistan from becoming a member of the forum until it
became a democratic state and stopped using terrorism as “state
policy”. The Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, has been quoted as
saying that a consensus had to prevail among the 23 nations of the
ASEAN Regional Forum to make Pakistan a member, and that
India would not consent unless Pakistan met the conditions.
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1 Washington, the USA today once
again asked India and Pakistan to
conduct talks. “We continue our efforts to
lower tensions ..
engage in dlalogue a State Department
spokesperson said, reports PTI.

Mr Aziz A Khan recalled that Paki-
stan did not reciprocate when India re-
called Mr Nambiar, while a statement
by the Foreign Office said: “..Pakistan

notes with disappointment the decision -

. The government has decided to recall
the high commissioner.”

On the home front, Mrs Sonia Gandhi
said she is due to meet the Prime
Minister tomorrow, the first of a likely
series of meetings that Mr Vajpayee
plans with Opposition leaders. The Cong-
ress today also welcomed the government
I decision, saying it was long “overdue”.
| The Cabinet Committee on Security
‘ (CCS) will meet again tomorrow,
! wherein the mext set of retahatory
| measures are expected to be finalised.

There are different perceptions within
| the NDA and in the Opposition on the
| extent to which India should ignore
' appeals for restraint pouring in mainly
from the USA and also from Russia and
other normally supportive nations.

The government has asked Mr Qazi to
leave within a week. This, in fact, is an
extension of the set of substantial
measures in this direction that were set
rolling after the 13 December attack on
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(Continued from page 1)

. and encourage them to G l

Parliament. There are currently restric-
tions on Mr Qazi’s movements and the
number of his subordinates. Six months
earlier, India had asked Mr Qazi’s
former counterpart Mr Vijay Nambiar to
return from Islamabad.

Mr Qazi is expected to leave for home
in a week. “It is an unfortunate step. Ob-
viously, (it) will not have a positive im-
pact on the state of relations, but it falls
within the sovereign right of India to
take any step ... whether wise or
unwise,” he told PTV from New Delhi.

Pakistan information minister Mr Nisar

Memon, reacting to the “expulsion” on
BBC, said: “We believe the disputes must
be settled across the table....”

Meanwhile, the decision to ask Mr
Qazi to return came as a big relief to the
Pakistani establishment across the
border as officials and the general public
in that country were anticipating a far
more aggressive reaction from Delhi.

At its two-hour meet, the CCS decided
to first play the diplomatic card. “A
direction has been issued by the CCS to
the ministry of external affairs to require
of Pakistan that for the sake of panty of
representation, the high commissioner .

currently in India be required to return,”
Mr Jaswant Singh said.

Just before the CCS met, Mr AB Vaj-
payee visited the defence ministry’s Ope-
rations Room, accompanied by Mr
George Fernandes. He was briefed on the
situation on the ground along the Int-
ernational Border and the LoC, and was .
also told of current infiltration levels.

Top Services officers including Army
Chief Gen. S Padmanabhan, Air Chief
Marshel S Krishnaswamy and DGMO
Lt-Gen. SS Chahal attended the meet.

No final decision, however, has yet
been arrived at on what military
measures should be actuated. The call
for a “limited war” has been dbing the
rounds, as is the phrase “reverse Kargil”,
but whether a strike on militant camps
— either by the Air Force or the Special
Forces — will actually achieve the
desired objectives is still in doubt. There
is no guarantee that a “limited war” will
not escalate into full-blown hostilities.

The USA, which has repeatedly called
for peace, remains engaged in the region.
The USAF still uses three minor airbases
in Pakistan. More importantly, the
Americans are involved in Afghanistan
and perhaps in Pakistan as well in their
hunt for Taliban and Al Qaida fugitives.

But with Delhi having donned the /
warpaint, there is panic in several
sectors, with the stock market crash
continuing for the third day today.
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