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Any possible Indo-Pak dialogue can only

follow the smooth cor

S Secretary of State Colin Powell”

visit to the subcontinent last week-
end seems to have indicated some im-
portant shifts in US positions. His plain
speaking actually endorses the Indian
position in the éssential areas, The sub-
stantive issue was his prompt contradic-
tion of General Musharraf’s claim that
infiltration across the border ‘was not
taking place now’. Powell did not accept
this position and categorically stated
that while he was not in a position to
provide precise information, ‘it seems
clear from the information that I have
that infiltration is continuing’. His public
reminder to General Musharraf that he
‘has pledged that he would end it, and
would end it on a permanent basis’ was
importantso that free and fair efections
in J&K scheduled in a few weeks could
be held. To this has been added a critical
demand by the US — that Pakistan en-
sure ‘every effort’ is made to avoid
‘destabilising’ the Kashmir elections.
This would also mean that Pakistan
doesnot encourage the Hurriyat to stay
away from the election process.

The US has been insisting on a early
bilateral dialogue mostly as a conces-
sion to General Musharraf, But Colin
Powell has conceded the Indian view
that the environment is not conducive at
this time for a dialogue with Pakistan,
and that Pakistan must stop destabilis-
ing the democratic process. But, as he
acknowledged, elections are not an end

duct of the J'SrzK 'golls

i itself, but the means' ogc/)pe thewayto
abrodder process toward peace and sta-
bikty. In turn this should also lead to the
resumption of a bilateral dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan to cover all
outstanding issues. We should not have

any problem with that. After all, it was
Pakistan that had destroyed the process -
of dialogue by opting to launch a mili-

tary aggression in Kargil. Similarly, infil-

tration is only one of the means and not |

an end in itself. Everyone knows that
elections cannot be free as long as the

threat of terrorist violence continues. To

that extent, therefore, the focus on infil-

tration appears to have acquired some- .|

what excessive importance. We should
not be carried away by promises and en-
dorsements of such promises to end in-
filtration from Pakistan. There will
never be an empirical method of assess-
inginfiltration levels, especially that tak-
ing place during the hours of darkness
or in poor visibility in rain and snow.
What is needed clearly is the end to ter-
rorism promoted directly as well as indi-
rectly. And this can obviously be judged
more accurately,

The criteria for what could lead to

peaceful elections should be the dropin

the level of terrorist violence in the
state. Only if it comes down in a sus-
tained manner to less than half of that

experienced during last year pén one |
claim with any confidence gt terror- -
ism has come down.
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Talks not now, says India
Powell says breakthrough in Ind%%ak

TiMes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Even as US Secretary
of State Colin Powell initiated
fresh efforts on Saturday to bring
India and Pakistan to the negotiat-
ing table, New Delhi ruled out the
early resumption of a dialogue,
saying that the conditions neces-
sary for it did not exist.
Addressing reporters before his
meeting with Gen Powell, external
affairs minister Yashwant Sinha
said, “India has always held that
we will talk if the conditions nec-
essary for it are created. But we do
not think they exist at present.”
Soon after his arrival, amidst
speculation that the visit would be
a low-yield event, Gen Powell held
one-to-one talks with Mr Sinha. It
was followed by delegation-level
talks attended by assistant secre-
tary of state for South Asia
Christina Rocca and Elizabeth
Millard of the National Security
Council. The Indian delegation in-
cluded New Delhi’s ambassador to

stand-off unlikely

Colin Powell with Yaswant Sinha in
New Dehi on Saturday

the US Lalit Mansingh and other
senior officials. In fact, Gen Powell
himself had articulated similar
fears during a refuelling stop in
Italy, where he said he was not ex-
pecting a breakthrough “of the
kind we saw a month or so ago”.
He was referring to the visit of
deputy secretary of state Richard
Armitage which had led to a series
of de-escalatory steps, albeit
small, from New Delhi.
Minimising the expectations

from this visit even further, the US
official indicated that his primary
aim would be to ensure that there
was no return to the days of high
tension. “We don’t want to be back
where we were a few months ago,”
he said. Even his wish to “see what
both sides might be willing to do to
keep down the escalatory ladder”
was left open-ended, with Gen Pow-
ell saying that he would ask both
India and Pakistan as to how they
would want to get started with the
dialogue. He maintained that it
would be a question of timing and
of expectations and conditions.
Meanwhile, his comments have
been interpreted by both sides to
indicate support for their respec-
tive stands. While India has been
emphasising the part about meet-
ing conditions, Pakistan has been

- harping on initiating a dialogue.

India, according to indications,
is likely politely but firmly to rule
out any further de-escalatory
steps, suggesting that a quid pro
quo is expected from Pakistan.
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/ Army prepares d0551er for Powell

Infiltration

(y )

W (P

back

to normal level

FROM SUJAN DUTTA

New Delhi, July 26: The army
brief for the Centre on the
eve of US secretary of state
Colin Powell’s visit is a pile of
evidence that cross-border

infiltration into Jammu and -

Kashifir “is - beginning - to
creep up to the level it was

before Pakistan President .

Pervez Musharraf’s promis-
es of May 27.

Intercepts of wireless mes-
sages between militant com-
manders based in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK), record-
ings of radio broadcasts and
attacks in Jammu have gone

into the army brief prepared -

for the security establishment.
The brief will provide vital in-
puts to the responses of nation-
al security adviser Brajesh
Mishra and deputy Prime Min-
ister L.K. Advani. Powell will
also meet Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee on Sunday:

Beyond the immediacy of to-
morrow’s visit by Powell, it also
reveals that the security estab-
lishment still does not find
enough justification to back
down from its assessments,

In a nutshell, the army has
pointed out:

M Cross-border 1nf11trat10n was
down for just a month and is
reaching usual levels with help
from the Pakistan army;

W Militants are preparing to
strike vital targets, with the
month of August being crucial.
Among these targets are the
Amarnath yatra (ending August
22) and the August 15 celebra-
tions. Subsequently, militants
are planning to disrupt the elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir; .

TALKING POINTS }

B US and western concerns over
troop levels and civilian casual-
ties in Kashmir are being guided
by Pakistani propaganda;

M Given this background, it will
be unrealistic for New Delhi to
work on de-escalation. Rather,
its responses may have to be re-
defined depending on the state of
peace in August.

The army is emphasising

that western concerns over hu-

. manrights in Kashmir are misp:

laced. To buttress this argument,
it is pointing out that a group of
20 defence attaches from em-
bassies in New Delhi returned
from an annual trip to Kashmir

~ today, Some of the attaches were

accompanied by their wives.
They visited Leh, Srinagar, Uri,
Gulmarg, Nagrota, Poonch and
Pallanwala (Akhnoor) as well as
some forward areas. The visiting
team of defence attaches was
from over 20 countries. The visit
was conducted by Brigadier TK.
Kaul from army headquarters.
Representatives of the three
services headquarters also ac-
companied the team.

The army has also been en-
couraging the western media —
chiefly the CNN and the BBC —

to visit Kashmir and do “fair”
stories. “Even if it results in
some amount of negative cover-
‘age, it will be acceptable,”
sources said.

.The army is pointing to con-
tradictions in Pakistani claims

_ on the number of civilian casu-

alties in the Valley. Between Sep-
tember 2000 and July 3, 2002 (22
months), Pakistani quarters
have claimed that 20,000 civil-
ians were killed. “This means
about 900 a month or an average
of 30 per day. How absurd!” a sen-
ior official said.

The actual figure, says the

- army, is less than 13,000. Troop

levels, too, are at about half the
500,000-mark the Pakistani es-
tablishment has claimed and
that figure includes the Border
Security Force and the state
armed police. .

. Army intercepts up to two
days ago have led the security es-
tablishment to conclude that the
curbs on infiltration have been
all but lifted by Pakistan. Among
these intercepts is a broadcast
over radio that is said to claim
that the Hizb-ul Mujahideen has
threatened to kill important fig-
ures intending to participate in
the Jammu and Kashmir elec-
tions. The broadcast has also al-
legedly claimed. that village
headmen in Doda and Bhadar-
wah were Killed as part of this
campaign.

Sources said there are also
concentrations of al Qaida and
Taliban members in the North-
ern Areas of PoK. “There are
structured moves to send mili-
tants into PoK,” the sources said.
An estimate says about 1,500 al
Qaida and Taliban militants
would be in the Northern Areas.
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* DIPLOMACY AND DELUSIONS do not go togeth-
er. However, the Vajpayee administration seems
unmindful of the dangers of hurting India’s image
and interest even as it refuses to consider mea-
sures that might help advance the process of de-
escalating the calamitous tensions with Pakistan.
If any proof were needed to confirm New Delhi’s
intransigence as also Islamabad’s disinclination
to take any definitive initiative for peace, the two
sides made no secret of their positions during the
latest visit to South Asia by the British Foreign
Secretary, Jack Straw. While Mr. Straw’s visit itself
turned out to be singularly uneventful, the pos-
tures that India and Pakistan struck left no room
for hopes about a positive breakthrough in their
skewed equation anytime soon. The central
theme of New Delhi’s refrain is that it cannot be
 expected to either de-alert or withdraw its for-
“ “wyard-deployed troops or indeed to re-engage Pa-
kistan in any form of talks unless Islamabad is
seen to have completely ended its sponsorship of
terrorist incursions into India on a verifiable ba-
sis. Pakistan, on its part, is no less firm in as-
serting that it cannot do anything more at this
stage than that implicit in the anti-terror policy
which it has recently enunciated and in its follow-
up actions. The view from Islamabad is that the
Musharraf administration has already gone far
enough in making a strategic concession to India
under the interventionary auspices of the United
States. Pakistan’s apparent concession is its
pledge to end the endemic terrorist infiltration
into India across the Line of Control in Jammu
and Kashmir and to dismantle the relevant in-
frastructure that might lie within the territories
under Islamabad’s effective control. Given this,
Pakistan clearly wants India to walk the extra mile
towards a bilateral entente of real substance.
Two factors seem to underscore New Delhi's
insistence on refaining scepticism about Pakis-
tan’s intentions and abilities to keep its anti-ter-
ror promises. In the first place, New Delhi may

v RNy,
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have calculated that any strategic concession of
this magnitude from the Pakistani side will obvi-
ously require a reasonable period of time to mon-
itor. Second and more important, the Vajpayee
administration appears eager to determine
whether Pakistan would in fact fall foul of Wash-
ington if the latter were to lose patience with the
Musharraf administration even as it might inevi-
tably require time to tame the terrorist phenom-
enon that rattles the West. Where the Vajpayee
administration has erred, however inadvertently,
is in equating its anti-terror world view with that
of the West, particularly that of the U.S,, and in
expecting the major external powers to pressure
Islamabad in a manner that might suit New Del-
hi’s perceptions. It is this aspect that lies at the
core of the present crisis of confidence on the
Indo-Pakistan front.

Now, tragic as the most recent terrorist outrage
in Jammu was, India stands to lose the empathy of
the global community by failing to interact with
the Musharraf administration in Islamabad
which, regardless of its own crisis of political cred-
ibility at home, is still the only regime in Pakistan
to have ever addressed the issue of international
terrorism. Significantly, Pakistan’s latest pledge to
prevent anti-India terrorist infiltration on a long-
term basis and New Delhi’s reciprocatory gestures
such as the withdrawal of its naval units from the
perimeter of the Indo-Pakistan maritime bounda-
ry followed the diplomatic pressures that the ma-
jor powers resorted to. The card that the key
external powers played was to threaten to immo-
bilise the economies of India and Pakistan
through steps that would choke foreign invest-
ment in these two countries over time. India,
whose economic stakes outweigh those of Pakis-
tan, must recognise the value of a peace dividend
involving Islamabad. For New Delhi, a military
de-escalation and a dialogue with Pakistan are
more important than the sound bytes of any in-’;
ternational symphony of anti-terror sentiments. '
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Pak. not to open-
its airspace in the

W’
Z\\qu B. Muralidhar Reddyf"

ISLAMABAD, JULY 23. Six weeks af-
ter India offered to open its air-
space for over-flight facilities to
Pakistani aircraft on a reciproc-
al basis, Islamabad has said that
it will not open its airspace for
" Indian passenger aircraft in the
“near future.” “We are not in a
hurry and would take a decision
after considering all the as-
pects,” the Pakistan Defence
Secretary, Hamid Nawaz Khan,
was quoted as telling pressper-
sons after a function to mark
the passing out parade of the
Airport Security Force at the
ASF training school, Karachi.
“The closure of Indian air-

space for Pakistani aircraft was |

an irrational act,” Lt. Gen. Khan

said. And India was trying to |

“rectify its blunder” by putting
the ball in Pakistan's court. It
was India that had allowed
over-flying facilities to the Pa-
kistani planes, as the loss in-
curred by it due to the
restriction was several times
that of Pakistan.

Foliowing the earlier decision
of India to close its skies, which
became operational on January
1, Pakistan International Air-
lines suspended its flights to
Delhi, Mumbai, Singapore,
Kathmandu, Dhaka, Colombo
and Manila. Before withdrawal
of the facility, PIA was operating
12 direct weekiy flights to Delhi
and Mumbai while 13 flights
used the Indian airspace to re-
ach airports in East Asia.

T

\Vnear future's
Y N



‘Worried Straw ./
seeks regga’gﬂ;cglks

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, July 19

I

AS INDIA firmly refused any
further de-escalation till Pak-
istan stopped cross-border ter-
rorism, a worried Jack Straw to-
day decided he would return to
Delhi from Islamabad tomorrow
night for another discussion
with External Affairs Minister
Yashwant Sinha.

Faced with India’s unyielding
stand, the British Foreign Secre-
tary declared Pakistan needs to
take “further steps” to stop
cross-border terrorism and infil-
tration. But he balanced the
statement with noises about “hu-
man rights” in Kashmir.

The ostensible reason for
Straw’s plan to return to Delhi
tomorrow is a “logistical prob-
lem” — British Airways has no
direct Islamabad-London flight.
But asked about this at his news
conference, the Minister gave
away the real point of the
stopover: “We are always con-
cerned and will stay concerned
until there is a resolution to this
long-standing dispute over Kash-
mir through dialogue.”

Straw had “useful discus-
sions” with Sinha and National
Security Adviser Brajesh Mishra
today. The outcome of his talks
with General Musharraf tomor-
row will form the basis of his re-
peat consultation with Sinha.

Though Straw told reporters
that he would not be “carrying
messages” between Delhi and Is-

" Jack's wish st

Pakistan should do more to
end cross-border
terrorism

#elhi should tackle human
rights violations
in Jammu and Kashmir

Free Peter Bleach

lamabad, it was clear that he is
trying to prepare the ground for
more substantive gains when US
Secretary of State Colin Powell
visits the region later this
month.

In his half-hour talks with
Mishra, Straw made another re-
quest for the release of Peter
Bleach, the British pilot of the
An-32 aircraft involved in the Pu-
rulia armsdrop and now serving
a life sentence in a Kolkata jail.

1y nm

A HINDUSTAN TR



Pak talks /balt for Indla

Nilova Roy Chaudhu in New Delhi
\

July 17. -— Pakistan making “welcome”
goodwill gestures ahead of visits to the
subcontinent by senior Western leaders
is being seen in official circles as a move
to pressure India to the talks table.

The Pakistani foreign office today
called in Mr Vikram Misri, first secretary
in the Indian High Commission in Isla-
mabad, 1o officially inform India that it
would shortly release 236 Indian
fishermen held in its custody for months.
The men will be repatriated across Wagah.

India had taken a conscious decision
not to arrest Pakistani fishermen straying
into Indian waters ahead of the Agra
Summit last year. At this moment, there
are 23 Pakistani fishermen in Indian jails,
who have been given “consular access” to
enable them to return soon, officials said.

Pakistan’s decision to release these men,
in custody for several months, is meant to

-

be “a’ conciliato measure desxgned to
pressure India ahead of visits by US
Secretary of State Gen. Colin Powell and
British Foreign Secretary Mr Jack Straw.

Pressuring India to compel it to begin
dialogue has consistently been Pakistan's
strategy, and part of the greater game of
engineering terrorist acts in J&K, officials
said. The economic cost of maintaining
troops on the border is telling on Pakistan’s
precariously poised economy. And with
opposition to his reform agenda at an all-
time high, President Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf is desperate for signals that he can show
up as a “success”. Making India initiate dia-
logue will qualify as one such success.

Not only are Pakistan’s parties opposed
to his plans for “guided democracy™”,
militants and jehadis he has banned are up
in arms against his appeasement of what
they term the “Western concept” of terr-
orism. India maintains that while it favours
talks, creating an “atmosphere conducive
to dialogue rests squarely with Pakistan™.
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~Snub for Musharraf

FROM OUR SPECIAL q
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, July 12: The world
seems to be coming round to the
view that President Pervez
Musharraf does not want to stop
infiltration into Jammu and
Kashmir completely.

In a report released in Brus-
sels on Wednesday, the Interna-
tional Crisis Group, a multina-
tional organisation, observed
that Musharraf appeared to be
telling the West to either accept
that he cannot fully stop the ex-
port of terror into Kashmir or
get ready for a less accommodat-
ing regime in Pakistan. The gen-
eral is believed to be playing on
fears that his government would
be replaced by a fundamentalist
one if it totally cut off support to
the Kashmir cause.

“The Musharraf govern-
ment seems to be implying that it
is at the limits of the steps it can
take against extremist groups,
and that the West should tolerate
cross-border insurgency opera-
tions in Kashmir or risk facing a
new government that could be
far less accommodating,” the re-
port said.

The ICG operates out of
Brussels and New York and is

ot (A

chaired by Martti Ahtisaari, for-
mer president of Finland. For-
mer foreign minister of Aus-
tralia Gareth Evans is the Presi-
dent and CEO. Former US Con-
gressman Stephen Solarz is the
vice-chairman. .

The ICG said Islamabad had
not abandoned its long-term goal
of bleeding India both politically
and economically through Kash-
mir, and ensuring that militants
continued to work for either the
independence of Kashmir or its
annexation to Pakistan.

Refusing to buy the general’s
line on regime change, it recom-
mended that Pakistan should
“follow through rigorously on
President Musharraf’s commit-
ment to end all support for cross
border militants and to close any
training camps for such individ-
uals in Pakistan and Pakistan-
controlled Kashmir”.

The ICG agreed with New
Delhi’s assessment that Islam-
abad would do its utmost to en-
sure that political parties and
groups in Kashmir boycott the
Assembly elections, scheduled
for later this year. “Pakistan’s
deep-rooted desire to avoid any-
thing that would appear to legit-
imise India’s control of Kashmir
could well be pushing it to en-

:?&?;e cross-border incursions
as a way to discourage participa
tion in the elections — even
though provocative steps risk
triggering a war,” it said.

The ICG also listed a set of
recommendations for India. It
advised New Delhi to “closely
monitor and control the activi-
ties of the security forces in
Jammu and Kashmir”, implying
that they should be reined in so
that there were no human rights
violations in the state.

It also urged New Delhi to
“reconsider its long-standing ob-
jection to deploying monitors on
the Indian side of the Line of
Control, who could help observe
movements across it”. India is
unlikely to agree to this, as it
would mean giving in to Pak-
istan’s campaign for third-party
involvement in Kashmir.

The ICG said restoration of
democracy in Pakistan could
marginalise extremists and fun-
damentalist forces and lead to
eventual peace with India. But
Washington would have to con-
tinue its efforts to urge India and
Pakistan to exercise restraint.
New Delhi would also have to be
persuaded to reopen diplomatic
and military channels of com-
munication with Pakistan.
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“Indo-Pak nuclear matc

-——

mative article “Nuclear Extre-
mism™ in The Statesman dated
21 Junc has objectively brought out
the possibilitics of a nuclear con-
flagration arising out of the Indo-
Pak standoff. Let us discuss two
contextual scenarios. Ganguly has
highlighted that- in the erstwhile
Nato-Warsaw Pact military imba-
lance, Nato's operational doctrine
was linked to crossing the nuclear
threshold as a consequence of the
Pact’s superior conventional forces.
A calibrated reaction was the nor-
mal sequence while upping the
weapons ante. However, in a cri-
tique-oriented Nato field. exercise
named “Blue Carbon” conducted by
General Alexander Haig when he
was its commander a point mooted
was, if the Pact was in a hurry under
political compulsions in its mission
of capturing (then) West Germany,
it would not abide by the expected
sequence but would opt to go in for
a nuclear battlefield quickly. This
dread became Nato's sword of
Damocles. The action plan that the
Pact would adopt for such an
accelerated step is what Pakistan
could also employ against India.
This action plan is wound around a
sleight of hand.
Let us take the first scenario. Ta-

Swugato Ganguly in his infor-

’

TR\
" Of the thre

operational sectors — the

Kashmir mountains, the Jammu/Punjab
plains, and the Rajasthan desert - it is only
the last that offers ample scope for
strategic penetration, writes JK DUTT

king a leaf out of our Southern Com-
mand’$ wargaming sessions, let us
assume that war has broken out
between India and Pakistan and as is
the norm, the battleficld is
conventional. A nuclear strike be-
comes pertinent when it is impera-
tive to arrest a strategic penetration,
not a tactical one. An assessment of
our western front shows that of the
three operational sectors — the Kash-
mir mountains, the Jammu/Punjab
plains, and the Rajasthan desert - it
is only the last that offers scope for
strategic penetration.

Our defences, and presumably
Pakistan’s too, in the other two
sectors are so well defined that at
best only some limited tactical pene-
tration may be feasible by either
side. Pakistan is aware of this and
would not be imprudent to use nu-
kes in these two sectors because
there is no need to up the ante the-
re. Pakistan would ensure that the
Rajasthan sector was accounted for

T

THE STATRAuAR

via a nuclear alternative.

Assuming that on D Day, two of
our Strike Corps under the Southern
Command dcbouch from the

Rajasthan border with one each

heading for Bahawalpur and Sukkur
inside Pakistan ~ the former being
about 150 km and the latter about
120 km away - how will the battle
develop?

With its commitments from the
Afghan border to the Indian one,
Pakistan knows it would be impos-
sible to contain with its conventional
forces our two corps thrusts in
Rajasthan. Yet Pakistan would not
like to be labelled as a killer-nuke
initiator nation in the current world
order when it is trying to redeem
itself from its pariah status of a
terrorist state. Appealing to the UN
to do something is all very welltbut
by the time the UN decides to
intervene, it would be too late for
Islamabad. So the sleight of hand act
comes into play! Pakistan lays two
low yield nuclear mines, one each on
the respective thrustlines of our two
Strike Corps and at an appropriate
time, detonates the mines.

Unconcerned about the fact that
some defending Pakistani troops fall
victim to the detonation together
with the advancing Indian troops,
Islamabad stridently announces that
India has used nukes first so
Pakistan has every right to respond
in kind! Before India can
countermand this blatant lie, Pakis-
tan exccutes a strategic nuclear
strike on Southern Command and
decimates it beyond operational
cffcctiveness. Islamabad thus achie-
ves two things - first, it is able to
successfully blunt our - Southern
Command’s strategic penetration
and second, hitting this Command in
the field with a high-yield warhead
will sufficiently prove that this strike
has not been directed at non-
military targets.

The resultant collateral damage
caused will be minimal unlike one
from a strike on say. Jodhpur. It was
precisely this type of a politico-
military deceit that Nato had to cater
for. India’s no-first-use policy also
warrants a non rhetorical analysis.
Such a policy may be in order,
provided we have the ability to
absorb a First Strike from Pakistan
and then retaliate with the annihi-

hpointing

“es of our own. ideally planning for

“ism slogan of yestervear. Thus. it is

lating Second and subsequent strik-

upto Fourth Strike. We do not have
this ability. It would be unwise to
stick to the no-first-use gambit in
letter and spirit. Such sanguincness
equates with our futile Bl Bhai-

incuntbent on New Delhi not to
practice what it preaches in nuclear
engagements.

The right approach would be to
pick up Pakistan’s “Strikewarning”
radio message through high-grade
monitoring of the electronic spec-
trum and pre-empt a Pakistani strike
with one of our own, incorporating
multiple warheads to nullify Pakis-
tan’s follow-up strike potential.
There are no runners-up in a
nuclear war, only the winner on one
side and a void on the other!

The second scenario is thought~\

provoking. Probably a far bigger
nuke action than that envisaged on
land would occur at- sca. India's
Navy is much larger than Pakistan’s
and can effectively cordon off the
Pakistani ports of Karachi. Ormara.
and Gwadar, besides deploying for
an amphibious landing along Pakis-
tan's coastlinc. This will draw a
violent reaction from Islamabad and
avendetta nuclear strike is surc to be
brought down on our warships.
Whatever our Navy's strong points
might be in the realm of nuclear
muscle, it is desirable that India’s
Admiralty develops a sophisticated
maritime sensor system for scouring
communication channels to detect
seaward Strike-warning messages
from Pakistan’s flect command.

Pre-cmptive First Strikes will
apply more to our Navy than to the
other two Services. Truth to tell, far
greater resource allocation in terms
of budget as well as science and
technology must be a  -itioned to
the Indian Navy. This Service has to
be brought upto quantum par with
the Army for another reason. W
will soon reach a saturation point in
landward eyeballing with Pakistan. It
is @ matter of time before the
Rajasthan scctor. too, compares
equably with the other two wherein
any opportunitics  of = strategic
penctration will get precluded.

The accent on strategic nucleat
warfare will then shitt to the sca. We
must not be caught unprepared for
this eventuality. India’s long-term
objective of holding a Blue Watel

L

navy demands high nuctearisation of
our flcet. Our nuclear Triad shouldd
thercfore be honed in favour of the
Navy.

(The author is retired Licutenan-
Colonel. Indian Ay
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‘Musharraf backtracked’

NEW DELHI, JULY 3. The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
said today that India needed to be “very, very careful” in its deal-
ings with the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf.

“He tried to backtrack from his assurance not once but three to
four times,” Mr. Sinha told presspersons after taking over his new
assignment. He was apparently referring to Gen. Musharraf’s in-
terview to the Newsweek and the BBC where the Pakistani leader
had claimed that he had not given any commitment to the United
States to stop infiltration permanepgly. — PTi

A
Sinha remarks resented W'Q“N\ \AO )\\7 ‘

B. Muralidhar Reddy reports from Islamabad

In a sharp reaction to the reported remarks made by Mr. Sinha l
that Pakistan is reneging on its promise to rein in infiltration,
Islamabad said it was New Delhi that was “hedging and going back
on its commitments.”The Press Secretary to the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Rashid Quereshi, told The Hindu that he was ‘shocked’ to
learn about the reported remarks made by Mr. Sinha. “Frankly
either the new Minister is ignorant or it is a design by India to go
back on its promises. We in Pakistan and in fact the whole world
thought the ball was in India’s court and it was for India to respond
by taking concrete steps for de-escalation of tension and begin the
process towards resumption of dialogue to discuss all issues, in-
cluding Kashmir,” Maj. Gen. Qureshi said.



‘( ‘New Delhi’s
' response not
o+ adequate ;*

| ByB. Muralidhar Redd,

ISLAMABAD, JULY 3. The Paki§tan
| President, Pervez Musharyaf,
| has once again stressed the “im-
: perative need for meaningful
. de-escalatory steps by India and
}‘ the resumption of a sincere and
! result-oriented dialogue on the
| Jammu and Kashmir dispute”.

Gen. Musharraf took the op-
portunity of his interaction with
the visiting British Defence Sec-
retary, Geoffrey Hoon, to venti-
late his grievance that New

Delhi’s response to Pakistan’s

initiatives was not “adequate”.

The complaint is significant
for two reasons. Obviously, the

Pakistan President expects Mr.

Hoon, on a visit to the region, to

convey the sentiments of his re-

gime on the prevailing tensions
between India and Pakistan to
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari

Vajpayee, when he meets him

tomorrow in New Delhi.

Second and perhaps more

important in the perception of
Islamabad unless New Delhi is
willing to take more “meaning-
ful de-escalatory” steps and
proceed towards the process of
resumption of dialogue, there is
little scope and hope for reduc-
tion of tension in the region.

In another six days. it would
be a month after India an-
nounced the decision to restore
over-flying facilities to Pakistani
aircraft through its air space but

Islamabad has chosen not to re-

spond to the gesture. In the last

few days, several functionaries
of the military establishment —
from Gen. Musharraf down-
wards — have made it known
that they consider the June 9

initiatives of New Delhi as “cos
metic and self-serving”’.
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/ Militants still
& actlve along
o@\LoC report

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 29.The scale of
cross-border infiltration along
the Line of Control in Kashmir
may have come down but the
flow has not stopped. And de-
spite Islamabad’s “crackdown’
on extremist groups, they con-
tinue to operate “with impun-
ity,” a British newspaper said
today.

The Daily Telegraph, in a re-
port from Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, said that contrary to
official denials, it had discov-
ered “ample evidence” of con-
tinuing extremist activity in the
region and found that the mil-
itants of Osama bin Laden’s
network were “prospering amid |
unflagging popular support”
from the locals. They included
members of the Harkat-ul-Mu-
jahdeen, and activists of the Al-
Qaeda driven out of Afghanis-
tan by the U.S. forces.

“In the remote highlands,
President Musharraf’s author-
ity carries little weight,” it said. |
AHarkat activist, Shabir Ahmed |
Madani, was quoted as saying |
that the Pakistani Army “won’t |
dare come across this Valley }
and try to close us down.” He
claimed that his group had sent |

“all of our Afghan friends to !
Kashmir.” 1

According to The Telegraph’s |
account, the remote regions of ]
PoK were rife with militant ac- |
tivity, with the “jehadi” groups
openly advertising “military
lessons.” The Musharraf Gov-
ernment, it said, appeared to
have little control over such or-
ganisatlons which answered |
only the “senior mullahs.” “Vil-
lagers near the spectacular
Nanga Parbat mountain said |
the Al-Qaeda fighters preached |
to them in their bazaars about
the need for self-sacrifice and
struggle,” the report said.

A road leading to the LoC |
near Kupwara, frequently used | J
by the infiltrators bound for In- ,
dia, was being “paved” by the !
Pakistani military engineers |
with the help of local villagers,
the newspaper said, extensively '
quoting a jeep driver, Nasir Alj, |
who claimed that he had '
helped several “jehadis” cross !
over into India. |

“Hundreds

have entered

Kashmir in the last several |
months. In some cases, they left
their new, four-wheel drive ve-
hicles with us and rode further
into Kashmir with our trucks.”

The report follows a warning |
by the U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State, Richard Armitage, earlier
this week that the U.S. govern-
ment had “snippets” of infor-
mation about the Al-Qaeda
operating in Kashmir. / }
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 25. The militant
and not-so militant outfits op-
erating in Kashmir from Pakis-
tan are agitated over the
commitment given by the
Musharraf regime to stop infil-
tration across the Line of Con-
trol (LoC).

Though it is difficult to say
anything about their capabili-
ties to operate independently,
they appear to be angry over
what they see as a U-turn by the
military government over the
Kashmir issue and are in a de-
fiant mood.

This was evident from the
outburst of the Jammu and
Kashmir  Liberation  Front
(UKLF) Chairman, Amanullah
Khan, at a news conference here
today on what he termed as
signs of ‘compromise’ between

India and Pakistan ignoring the
wishes of the people of
Kashmir.

He went to the extent of
questioning the competence
and jurisdiction of the Pakistan
Government in banning ‘genu-
ine freedom fighters’ from
crossing the LoC and declared
that the JKLF is determined to
defy the ban. Of course, the
JKLF, the first outfit to take to
arms in Kashmir under the
leadership of Mr. Khan, is con-
sidered to be a ‘spent-force’ but
the anger ventilated by him is a
reflection of the thinking of the
leaders and cadres of other mil-
itant outfits.

The mood among the mili-

tant outfits operating from the
soil of Pakistan and PoK was al-
so evident at a meeting held
here on Monday at the city cen-
ter. Organised ostensibly to
honour the ‘martyrs’, who have
died in the cause of Kashmir, it
became an occasion to caution
the Musharraf regime against
any ‘sell-out’ on Kashmir.

Local media reports said that
representatives of various out-
fits who had gathered deplored
the government policies against
religious parties and asserted
that they would not accept any
unilateral cease-fire on the LoC
and the International Border.
They vowed to continue with
‘jehad in Occupied Kashmir’.

Among those who addressed
the meeting included represen-
tatives of the Muttahida Jehad
Council (conglomerate of mili-
tant outfits), the Jamat-al-Daa-
wa, the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen,
the Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, the Ja-
mat-e-Islami, the Jamiat-ul-
Mujahideen and PoK chapter of
the All Parties Hurriyat
Conference.

They argued that mujahideen
(holy warriors) neither recog-
nised the Control Line or any
other control on them. They
criticised the Pakistan Religious
Affairs Minister for what they
called ‘anti-jehad statements’
and maintained that ‘jehad’
would not be fought only under
the U.S. or Musharraf’s
dictation.

At his news conference, Mr.
Khan talked about pressures on
the jehadi outfits by the Mush-

Kashmir militants sore
T over Pak. stand e

arraf Governmdnt to stop infil-
tration and asserted that any
compromise between India and
Pakistan withoit taking into
consideration the wishes of the
Kashmiri people would not be
acceptable.

“In the name of cross-border
terrorism, Pakistan has im-
posed a ban on genuine free-
dom-fighters from crossing the
LoC. We condemn this arbitrary
move. Who is Gen. Musharraf to
decide on the fate of Kashmiris?
Is he a bigger leader than Mo-
hammad Ali Jinnah?,” he asked.

Mr. Khan said the Kargil op-
erations by the Pakistan Army
and activities of ‘foreign mili-
tants’ in Kashmir has given a
bad name to the ‘freedom
struggle’ in Kashmir and assert-
ed that the people of Kashrnir
should be left to themselves to
decide their fate.

In another development, the
Hizb chief, Syed Salahuddin,
has written a letter to the lead-
ers of the European Union tak-
ing exception to the stand they
have taken on the Kashmir
issue.

“It seems that the whole
truth, which constitutes the ba-
sis of the exclusive tensions in
South Asia, has been deliberate-
ly and injudiciously sidelined.
The reality is that the 54-year-
old struggle of the people of J&K
was against Indian occupation.
This movement is indigenous,
home-grown and carried on in
nook & corner of the State by
the Kashmiris,” it said,
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/& TOWARDS DE-ESCALATIQ

THE DISCERNIBLE SIGNS of new stability along
the Line of Cont¥o} in Jammu and Kashmir under-
line a political message of hope. India should seize
this qualitative opportunity and take more salutary
steps than before to de-escalate the abnormal ten-
sions in its relationship with Pakistan. Apparently
cognisant of the new possibilities, the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, has remained upbeat
in recent days about the perceptible indicators
that Pakistan has taken some positive action to-
wards curbing the endemic terrorist incursions in-
to India across the LoC. At another significant
level, the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf,
has in fact reaffirmed that he stands by the com-
mitment which he made to the United States on
June 6 about his intention to stop the incessant
terrorist infiltration into India and to take the nec-
essary measures as a matter of permanent policy.
Gen. Musharraf has clearly sought to set the record
straight in the specific context of the latest queries
that the U.S. administration has put across to him
following his interviews to some American news
journals. By reassuring the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, Gen. Musharraf has now dispelled
the impressionistic view that he might be disin-
clined to sustain his anti-terror pledge in regard to
India as a long-term policy. It is also evident, on
the other hand, that the latest definitive statement
by Mr. Fernandes nullifies some remarks to the
contrary in India itself.

The substance of the Defence Minister’s relevant
statement is indicative of a certain degree of pro-
fessional assessment by New Delhi about Pakis-
tan’s anti-terror commitment. Mr. Fernandes is
reported to have said categorically that “infiltra-
tion, at the moment, has stopped, and this is the
position on the ground” across the LoC. Two sig-
nificant aspects of this evaluation underscore its
credibility as a professional exercise. First, India’'s
military corps commanders themselves have in-
formed the Minister of their finding which was
based yi monitoring of the LoC. Second, Mr.

%u v (W\

Fernandes has hinted that the present signs of a
stabilising situation along the LoC should be seen
separately from the parallel conclusion that India
still faces a definitive security threat from the ter-
rorists already inside Jammu and Kashmir. These
militants, estimated to-number around 3000, had
sneaked into Jammu and Kashmir from Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir before Gen. Musharraf launched
a crackdown against the ‘jehadi’ terrorists and their
training camps within his country.

A logical question in this overall context is why
New Dethi should seem hesitant to travel the extra
mile on the path of de-escalation. A view from Isla-
mabad is that Gen. Musharraf’s challenges are
compounded by New Delhi’s political calculation
that the pressure which the U.S. is able and willing
to exert on Pakistan — as regards the transnational
‘jehadi’ issue — might be India’s best bet to make
some strategic gains with reference to its neigh-
bour. New Delhi cannot, however, afford to over-
look the economic and political costs of a
prolonged confrontation with Pakistan in the
evolving context of America’s incremental activism
as the sole superpower and also as the potential
“facilitator” of a peace process concerning India
and Pakistan. The U.S. and the other major powers
have not yet abandoned their own brand of co-
ercive diplomacy as applied to both India and Pa-
kistan in the sub-text of their recent slide along a
collision course towards war. What cannot be ig-
nored are the likely economic consequences of the
advisories by some influential countries to their
own citizens against travel to India and Pakistan.
Now, even if India’s interests are considered com-
patible with those of the U.S. in one or more critical
areas, New Delhi will be well advised to apply the
litmus test of strategic autonomy while dealing
with issues concerning Pakistan. Imaginative de-
escalatory steps and a renewed dialogue with Pa-
kistan on all issues, including confidence-building

measures regarding nuclear security matters, are
called for.
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India holds Musharraf to his pledge .

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 24. Holding the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, to his pledge
on permanently ending cross-border infil-
tration across the Line of Control, New Del-
hi today cautioned Islamabad that walking
back from that commitment could endan-
ger peace and security in the subcontinent.

Reacting sharply to Gen. Musharraf’s re-
marks in the latest issue of the Newsweek
that there was no such pledge, the spokes-
person of the Ministry of External Affairs,
Nirupama Rao, said “despite some occa-
sional verbal callisthenics by Pakistan, this
is the commitment that remains
undiluted.”

“Pledges are pledges. Nations have to
abide by them,” Ms. Rao said. “These are
commitments on which Pakistan must de-
Jiver if we are to see lasting peace and sta-
bility in our region and if we are to see
reduction in tensions.”

Informed sources here say that Gen.
Musharraf’s remarks have vitiated the posi-
tive atmosphere that was being created for
a de-escalation of the six-month long mil-

itary confrontation between India and Pa-
kistan. India, they said, was considering
additional diplomatic and military steps to
ease the standoff with Pakistan. But Gen.
Musharraf’s comments have complicated
the Indian political calculus by raising fresh
doubts about his intentions.

“It has been conveyed to us in categorical
terms that commitments about perma-
nently ending infiltration of terrorists
across the Line of Control have repeatedly
been given by Gen. Musharraf,” Ms. Rao
declared. She was referring to the visits ear-
lier this month by senior U.S. officials who
had communicated to New Delhi the pledg-
es from Gen. Musharraf to permanenily
end cross-border infiltration and begin the
dismantling of terrorist camps on the Pakis-
tani soil. Confirming Pakistan’s commit-
ments, a spokesman of the U.S. Embassy
here told the agencies that the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Richard Armitage, “was
given assurances by President Musharraf
on June 6 that ending of infiltration across
the Line of Control would be permanent.”

Asked if India would reconsider its read-
iness to ease tensions if Gen. Musharraf

backtracked on his commitments, Ms. Rao

said “if Pakistan is unable to fulfil its pledg- |
es and is reneging on its commitments, we |
will have to take a closer look on what}|
needs to be done and where we go from
here.” If Gen. Musharraf fails tadeliverona ,
permanent end to infiltration, just as he |
walked back from his historic speech de-

nouncing terrorism on January 12, the po--
litical credibility of the Anglo-American

powers, which brokered the peace process,

would be severely undermined, sources

here say. For now, the Government has

chosen not to press the panic button and is

willing to exercise restraint. This message

appears to have been conveyed to the Brit-

ish Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw, who talk-

ed over the phone to the External Affairs

Minister, Jaswant Singh, today.

The call, which was arranged sometime
ago, gave an opportunity for India and Bri-
tain to discuss the latest turn of events in
the subcontinent. The British Government
is expected to seek clarifications from Gen.
Musharraf about his pledges on cross-bor-
der infiltration. The U.S. is also likely to take
up the issue with Pakistan.

o Gosmetic steps won't help: Pak..

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 24. Pakistan to-
day said there could be no re-
duction of tension on the
western borders unless India
was willing to urgently with-
draw its forces and agree to sit
across the table for a negotiated
settlement of differences, in-
cluding Jammu and Kashmir.
The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
told a news conference here
that a “cosmetic measure here
and there” would not help in
the normalisation of relations
between India and Pakistan.
“We believe the situation
continues to be tense and dan-
gerous. At the same time, let me
assure that we are prepared to
respond to every meaningful
step by India for de-escalation.”
He was responding to a ques-
tion on reports in a section of
the press about further mea-

sures contemplated by New
Delhi to de-escalate the sur-
charged atmosphere since the
mobilisation of troops in De-
cember last.

Asked about the statement
made by the U.S. Embassy
spokesman in New Dethi that
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, did give a categor-
ical assurance to the U.S. Depu-
ty Secretary of State, Richard
Armitage, to permanently end
infiltration into the Indian bor-
ders, the spokesman said that
Gen. Musharraf had on several
occasions declared the determi-
nation of his country not to al-
low the Pakistan soil to be used
against anyone.

There is little doubt that the
Musharraf establishment is em-
barrassed over the statement
put out by the U.S. Embassy in
New Delhi contradicting the
impression given by Gen.
Musharraf in his interview to

Newsweek. Some officials be-
lieve that Gen. Musharraf was
not diplomatic in his answer to
the blunt question posed by the
magazine staffer. Senior func-
tionaries in the Musharraf Gov-
ermnment believe that New Delhi
had not done enough after cate-
gorical assurances from the
highest quarters that Islamabad
would do every thing under its
command to prevent infiltra-
tion of militants across the LoC.

The belligerent statements of
Gen. Musharraf in his inter-
views to the BBC network two
days ago and the U.S. weekly
are seen as a response to the in-
terview given by the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to an
Indian daily that New Delhi has
managed to achieve its objec-
tives vis-a-vis Pakistan without
waging a war. The posturing of
Indian leaders in the last few
days has added to the woes of
Gen. Musharraf and only

helped strengthen the cam-
paign of the right-wingars in Pa-
kistan that Islamabad Has done
a U-turn on Kashmir.

The perception that India has
not responded adequately to
the commitments made by the
military Government and the
charges made by the religious
parties that the Musharraf Gov-
ernment is buckling under
American pressure are the two
factors responsible for the luke-
warm response of Islamabad to
the confidence-building mea-
sures announced by New Delhi
over a fortnight ago.

Asked about the Pakistani re-
sponse to the Indian decision to
allow over-flight facilities to Pa-
kistani aircraft, Mr. Khan said,
“We are examining it”. To an-
other question, he said the most
urgent step was for India to
withdraw its forces and pave the
way for a meaningful dialogue
for resolution of all differences.
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cliche doing the roynds in the
Azorridors of power runs, “India must

ngage Pakistan in a limited war”.
The pedantic military definition of a
limited war is a full-fledged conventional
war, as opposed to a nuclear one. We
seem to have twisted this definition out
of proportion and have aiso thrown in
martial mouthings like “surgical strikes”,
“hot pursuit”, “commando raids” et al.
One wonders which- military lexicon we
have adopted and why!

An incisive study of the Indo-Pak bor-
der situation over the past five years or so
highlights two uncomfortable truths.
First, we have done absolutely nothing to
reform our intelligence apparatus, wit-
ness our crass failures in this context at
Kargil, Chhatisingpora, Srinagar, Red
Fort and Parliament Hall in New Delhi,
Raghunath Temple, and the latest, Kalu-

~ chak.

- Old wine

The home ministry has a lot to explain
about this. The recent setting up -of
something called defence intelligence
agency amounts to putting old wine in a
new bottle. What is required if we are
serious, is appointing a cabinet rank'min-
ister for intelligence at the Centre and a
minister of state with independent char-
ge in the states to assume accountability
for this vital discipline.

And second, Pakistan has retained the
initiative throughout its cross-border
terrorism operations in J&K, striking at
will wherever it chooses to. India, on its
part, has ever been forced to respond
only via fire fighting. Deploying the army
on the border after Opcration Parakra-
ma has had no effect whatsoever in chec-
king terrorist activities in the area.

India missed a grand opportunity of
taking the war into Pakistan when our
troops’ mobilisation was completed soon
after the 13 December outrage. The
world’s unqualified support, especially
from the democratic nations, was with us
at this juncture and would have unequ-
ivocally stood by us had we taken the
plunge. Our pusillanimity about war be-
came manifest when we did two un-

- forgivable things under America’s pres-
surc: we reprimanded our army chief for
his no-nonsense address at. his press
conference, compounding the felony by

The author is Lt. Col. (retd.), Indian
Army.
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India Must Shed lts Pacifist Posture

By JK DUTT

issuing a “clarification”, and we perem-
ptorily removed a key corps commander
under specious reasons. The army was
told to sit on its hands and make faces at
Pakistan. .

If we truly had it in us, we would have
launched a blitzkrieg attack on Pakistan,
concentrating our main thrust in the
Rajasthan sector. We would have caught
Pakistan quite off guard because the Pak
army was reasonably engaged along the
Afghan border trying to contain the Al

Qaeda remnants. We have missed out on
this bonus now. We could have captured
the cntire arca between the border and
the confluence of the Satluj with the
Indus, and held on to this huge chunk of
real estate till a permanent solution to
the Kashmir problem was determined,
unlike our double shufflc at Shimla. Re-
solving Kashmir would have automati-
cally resolved terrorism in the region. As
of date, we have lost the support of the
whole Islamic group of nations post
Gujarat. Besides, 13 December has re-
cedéd from memory i most countries.

Nuclear war

Another political miasma is our nu-
clear configuration. What was the pur-
posc of our weaponisation? Surely it
could not have been meant for window
display? The definitive term of reference
apropos weaponisation as cnunciated in
the tenets of nuclear warfare is, a nation

that Weaponises must be prepared all the
way to fight a nuclear war. It appears that
we have shied away from this. India
fought a purely defensive set of battles at
Kargil as the predominant apprehension
in New Delht was, “What if Islamabad
nukes us if we go onto the offensive. by
crossing the LoC?”

It was this scare that was responsible
for the loss of 500 of our jawans in a
prolonged head-on contflict- at Kargil.
Had we bitten the bullet and crossed the

LoC, the army’s casualties would have
been far less plus the conflict would have
been over much quicker. India’s nuclear
bottomline must be, if we arc unable to
do a pre-emptive first strike due to the
time factor, we should be able to absorb
Pakistan’s first strike and then deliver an
annihilating second strike of our own.
The point is, what should India do
now? Periodically sobbing on America’s
shoulder to restrain Pakistan is no ans-
wer. We have to fight our own battles. A
two-stage action plan as envisaged by our
Northern Command resulting from a
serious of threat perception excrcises
conducted in the 80s, is recommended.

In the first stage. we should create an

anti-terrorist belt some four to five
kilometres deep on our side of the LoC
from Point NJ Y842 to Poonch and then
southwards to Samba. After relocating
all the villages that lie in this belt. the
latter has to be seeded with mines, 1EDs.

booby traps, poisoned barbed wire
entanglements, electric fencing, trip
flares, and registered artillery, mortar
and machine gun tasks. Top rate surveil-
lance systems comprising physical,
electronic, and terrestrial methods have
to be incorporated.

Our aim should be erect a virtual
second Berlin Wall where “not even a fly
can get through unchallenged!” India’s
strategic objective here would be to block
all the ingress routes of terrorists being
funnelled by Pakistan. Simultaneously,
we should settle thousands of volunteer
ex- servicemen equipped with modern
weapons in designated villages in J&K
which will function as tactical nodal
centres from’ where combat patrols by
these persons can be deployed. )

This will act as a second line of
defence, more in the event of any covert
terrorist infiltration. Places like Doda,
Kishtwar, Ramban, Kathua, Vaishnodevi,
and Pulwama are some samples of
suitable nodals.

Communication

The second stage will require estab-
lishing flexibility inland eommunication
between J&K and the rest of India. The
current NH1 which links Pathankot with
Leh, together with the railway line con-
necting Pathankot with Jammu are
vulnerable to interception by Pakistan
with impunity, as has been happening
over the years. We need to construct ano-
ther set of communication layout at a
safer distance from the LoC covering
both road as well as rail modgs not only
from Pathankot, but also from several
other junctions like Gurdaspur, Jalan-
dhar, and Hoshiarpur. This network
should traverse through Himachal Pra- -
desh, utilising the southern approach to
maximum capacity. Our aim is, in no
case should we be held to ransom by Pak-
istan — or the climate for that matteér —
through disruption of road or rail links.
Northern Command apart, the other
Commands can gradually withdraw their
forces while bqth stages are being
cxecuted. )

Pakistan has had the upper hand
politically in every Indo-Pak conflict to
date. The tables have to be turned once
and for all by us. India must shed its
pacifist politico-military , posture and
demonstrate to the world that, in the new
millennium, it will put Pakistan firmly
its placc as a permanent mcasure;/ .
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LALLY WEYMOUTH of Newsweek interviewed PM A.B. Vajpayee and Pak President Pervez Musharraf, Edited excerpts:

‘No promise to stop LoC movement for ever’

B Did you tell US Deputy Secretary of
State Richard Armitage that you would
stop cross-border terrorism and shut
down training camps which exist in Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir and in Pakistan?

First of all, I don’t call it cross-border
terrorism. There is a freedom struggle go-
ing on in Kashmir. What I said is that
there is no movement across the Line of
Control. There was no talk of anything

else. I have made clear that a response is

required from the Indian side.
B US and Indian officials say that the
number of terrorist infiltrations from
Pakistan into Pakistani-controlled Kash-
mir has decreased.

I've told President Bush nothing is
happening across the Line of Control.

This is the assurance I've given. I'm not -

going to give you an assurance that for
years nothing will happen. We must ad-
dress the root cause, the cause of Kashmir.
Ifyouwant a guarantee of peace, there are
three ways: 1) denuclearise South Asia; 2)
ensure a conventional deterrence so that
war never takes place in the subcontinent;
3) find a solution to the Kashmir problem.

You can’t judge actions
taken here in the context of
the US. You have to be in my
shoes. We have four mind-
sets to satisfy: What do
Pakistanis think of issues?
What does the US think?
What do Kashmiris think?
What do the Indians think?

H So you are going to build up your con-
ventional defences?

We should. Qur army is deterrence
enough at the moment. But the Indians
are increasing their defence budget, hav-
ing contracted for billions of dollars of
purchases from Russia and the West. If
they tilt the conventional balance, we shall
have torestore it.

B 1 thought India had a conventional
edge. ,
Ifthat were the case, India would have
attacked us.

H How close did you come to a war with
India recently? )

It was very close. India and Pakistan
both had moved their forces to the border.
Therefore, the capability of adventurism
was there. As far as Pakistan was con-
cerned, we said we will not¥rittiate a war,
but if attacked, we will defend offensively.
l Do you think that some kind of auton-
omy is a solution for Kashmir or accept-

ing the Line of Control as aborder?

That is just not possible. If the Line of
Control were the border, what have we
fought twowars for?

M Is this moment a turning point for Pak-
istanindian relations or just a pause be-
tween crises?

This iscertainly a turning point for the
good. I have an assurance: I'have been
told by Presdent Bush and Deputy Secre-
tary Armitage that, yes, they (Indian offi-
cials) need to move forward on the initia-
tion of a dialogue on Kashmir.

1 Can Vajpayeebe your partner?

He had become a partner in Agra (at
their summit last July in India). He invited
me and I gave him credit for it. The recog-
nition of Kashmir as the core issue was
very much in the.communique that was
drafted by me, Vajpayee, Indian Foreign

Minister Jaswant Singh and my foreign
minister, Abdul Sattar.

M Itis said that youmade a 180-degree turn
after Sept 11, when you dropped the Tal-
iban. Now it is said that you may do the
same with regard to the jehadis in Kashmit

Yes, on Afghanistan, we changed our
policy. We saw the environment and
thought we should join the coalition. If
you call it 180 degrees, okay. But Kashmir
is our national interest.

H You have another problem — the fun-
damentalist groups that have been out of
control in your country.

There are three kinds of militancy that
we are confronting. One is Afghanistan-
related. We don’t want a single Al Qaeda
member on Pakistani territory...

B Vajpayee says you know where Osama
bin Laden is and that the remnants of Al
Qaeda are here.

That is how they keep maligning us. If
they are hiding somewhere, we are trying
to locate them, Pakistan has arrested over
300 people and handed them over. I can-
not say we have freed Pakistan from Al
Qaeda. But Abu Zubaida (an Al Qaeda
leader now in US custody) was caught by
us...The second kind of militancy is Kash-
mir-related. The third is internal: domestic
extremism, religious fanaticism, sectarian
extremism. I moved against five political
groups...It’s not easy to tackie these peo-
ple, and no government ever dared touch
them... There is a lot of fallout. This cannot
be accomplished by a few orders.

Il Who’s responsible for the attack on the
US Consulate in Karachi? :

One possibility is the Al Qaeda. The
otheristhatit’'s RAW-related. RAW does
a lot of anti-Pakistan activity within Pak-
istan. So many bomb blasts have been tak-
ing place. Who is brewing this? Obviously
they are RAW-inspired. They (the Indi-
ans) don’t like us getting close to the US.

B What is your opinion about the upcom-

ing elections in Kashmir? It is said that
Pakistani-backed groups have killed
moderates like the Kashmiri leader Ab-
dul Ghani Lone.

You believe that? Lone was address-
ing about 1,000 people. Obviously, there
were (Indian) military men all around.

M In this region, would you like to see the
US try to bring about a settlement?
The US is the only country which can

persuade India to initiate a dialogue and

-move towards a solution of Kashmir. Bi-

lateralism hasn’t worked.
B Do you believe that Pakistan’s nuclear
option prevented war recently?

No, I think it was (our) conventional
deterrence. :

M Do you have any thoughts about re-
turning this country to a more democra-
ticsystem?

We will have elections in October,
though we have the most democratic sys-
tem now, a functional democracy. But
Pakistan has never had democracy with
elected governments. I am a dictator all
right, because I am not elected. But I think
my functioning is most democratic.

M Even after October, you will still be the
most powerful man in the country.

No, not after October. My power is as
the Chief Executive of Pakistan, not as the
President of Pakistan. After October, 1
will be left as the President and Chief of

Our army is deterrence enough
at the moment. But the Indians
are increasing their defence
budget...Accepting the Line of
Control as a border is no
solution. If it were so, what
have we fought two wars for?

Army Staff. I will retain the authority to
dismiss (the government). Our experi-
ence is that the government itself was loot-
ing and plundering and misgoverning.
That needs to be checked.
M But you have the advantage of the loy-
alty of the army.

Everyone thinks being a military man
means I'm an abuser of power. We have to
have elections and get a prime minister.

This prime minister must perform. You

can’t judge actions taken here in the con-
text of the US. You have to be in my shoes
to understand the difficulties. This is a
complicated place. We have four mind-
sets to satisfy: What do Pakistanis think of
various issues? What does the US think?
What do the Kashmiris think? What do
the Indians think? I have to do this balanc-
ing act and it is not an easy job.
—LATWP

'If Pak ends terrorism, we’ll start talks’

B US Deputy Secretary of State Richard
Armitage told you that President Mushar-
rafhad made certain promises (to stop the
flow of militants from Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir into India). Has Pakistan made a
fundamental change?

There has been no change in Pak-
istan’s policy so far as cross-border infiltra-
tion is concerned. Every day we are get-
ting reports that infiltration continues.

M Did Musharraf promise to get rid of the
training camps in Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir and also in Pakistan?

Yes, in both areas. That was the
promise. There are 50 to 70 terrorist train-
ing camps in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
and in Pakistan.

B Do you think Musharraf is trustwor-

(He laughs) We are prepared to deal
with him as he is, but we are cautious this
time. Our past expetience is not very en-
couraging.

H Do you think Pakistan and India have
turned the corner?

If Pakistan implements the assurances
given to us, anew beginning can be made.
B If Musharraffulfils his promises to end
terrorism from Pakistani soil, what
moves would India make in response?

We will start a dialogue. India will be
ready to have talks with Pakistan on all is-
sues, including Jammu and Kashmir.

W And would you meet with Musharraf?

If his promises are implemented.

' When will you pull some of your troops
back from the Line of Control?

It will take some time. Let us see what
happenson the ground.

W How close were you to war?

Touch-and-go. I did not rule out the
possibility of war. Until the last minute, we
were hoping that wiser counsels would pre-
vail and there would be no confrontation:
B Did the Pakistanis promise to do every-
thing you wanted? )

Not everything. They did not promise

to behave as a friendly neighbour. We
sought that promise.
W How do you view the forthcoming elec-
tions in Kashmir? Do you think they will
be free and fair? How do you feel about
having outside observers?

The elections will be held under the su-
pervision of the central election commis-
sion. And we have made a commitment
that the elections will be free and fair.

M Isn’t it hard to have free and fair elec-
tions when Pakistan-backed terrorists re-
cently killed Abdul Ghani Lone?

Pakistan is not interested in having elec-
tions. It is Pakistan’s responsibility to stop
terrorists from disturbing the elections. We
have an elected government in Jammu and
Kashmir. Voters should be given a choice.
B Some say that India has rigged the past
elections?

This time elections will be free and fair.
International opinion is strongly in favour
of such an election. Journalists are al-
lowed to go to Kashmir.

M Itis said that you have a plan for Kash-
mir. What is it? )

Iwill disclose the plan at the right mo-
ment. It’s not only political but includes
economic development.

B Is autonomy the long-term solution for
Kashmir?

We are for the devolution of power.

We have asked our friend Farooq Abdul-
lah what stands in his way of developing
the state and ensuring the welfare of the

people...So far, he has not come forward ™

with any concrete proposals.
H Did September 11 change things in this
region? De you think there is more under-

. standing of India’s problems and a

stronger India-US relationship?

After the 11th, there was international
recognition that the problem of terrorism
was not confined to Afghanistan. India
has been fighting terrorism for two
decades. There was a recognition that ter-
rorism is a worldwide menace and must

" betackled.

B Did the Chinese play a more balanced
US did right by making Pak a
partner in the terror war. Pak
should be pressured to fight
terror not only in Afghanistan
but inside the country itself.
Terrorism is terrorism whether
in the East or in the West.

in Kashmir are closely linked to Al Qaeda
and other jehadi organisations directly
supported by Pakistan. :
H Would it help to meet with Presiden
Musharraf? .

There has tobe abasis for talks. Iwent
toLahore and after that, there was aggres-
sion in Kargil. I invited Musharraf to a
summit in Agra. It was a failure because
Musharraf refused to recognise that there
was terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir.

B If Musharraf gives up cross-border ter-
rorism, then could relations between the
‘two countries gradually improve?

Yes.

B Would you like that to happen while
you are prime minister?

Iwould like to do it tomorrow.

B Is Musharraf strong enough to tackle
the extremists?

He is strong enough. Infiltration can-
not take place without the cooperation of
the (Pakistani) army...And there cannot
be any training camps without the permis-
sion of the government of Pakistan.

role in the recent crisis? After all, they

have always been a friend of Pakistan.
The Chinese did not play animportant

role but advised both countries to settle all

issues in a peaceful manner. There has

been no basic change in China’s policy.
China continues to help Pakistan acquire
weapons and equipment.

M Did the US make a mistake in making
Pakistan a partner in the terror war?

No, it was the right policy. Pakistan
should be pressured to fight terror not
only in Afghanistan but inside Pakistan it-
self. Terrorism is terrorism whether in the
Eastor in the West.

Ml But the US has not succeeded in cap-
turing the leadership of Al Qaeda. Where
are they?

They may be in Pakistan.

M Do you think bin Laden is alive?

Yes.

M Do the Pakistanis knowwhere heis?

Of course. Broadly speaking, they
knowwhere the Al Qaeda and Taliban are.
B Are elements of the Al Qaeda operating
in Pakistani-controlled Kashmir?

The terrorist organisations operating

We are for the devolution of
power in J-K. We have asked
our friend Farooq Abdullah
what stands in hiswayof -
developing the state. So far, he
has not come forward with any
concrete proposals.

B So is Musharraflike Arafat, who says, “I
would like to do this but I am not strong
enough”?

Musharraf doesn’t say that (and) we
don’tbuy that argument. There have been
military dictators in Pakistan before.
Every time, the West defends them by say-
ing that the alternative will be even worse.
M What should the US role be?

That of a facilitator.

M India used to say it didn’t want a third
party to the Kashmir dispute. Hasn’t the
US emerged as a third party?

No. That’s why I said a facilitator, nota

mediator.
' —LATWP.
/



-talk is key
to reopening
air space: Pak

Islamabad: Pakistan has
said that it will respond to In-
dia’s decision to allow Pak-
istan overflight facilities
only if there is a resumption
of talks on all issues, includ-
ing Kashmir.

Maj Gen Rashid Qureshi,
press secretary to Gen Pervez
Musharraf, described New
Delhi’s June 9 decision to re-
open the air corridor as “cos-
metic” and said that “all is-
sues could be discussed if In-
dia resumes talks to discuss
the process of de-escalation
as well as other thorny is-
sues, including Kashmir”,

“Whatever Indians have
done so far is totally cosmet-
ic and to ease their own prob-
lems,” Major Gen Qureshi
said on Thursday and added
that a response would be con-
sidered after India formally
communicated its decision
on the air spaces.

Indian officials here, how-
ever, maintained that New
Delhi’s recent decisions, in-
cluding the one on opening
its air corridor, were commu-
nicated to Pakistan through
diplomatic channels.

Major Gen Qureshi said
that the Kashmir issue

should settled amicably
once and fpr all. “Once we sit
to talk on the core issue, the
de-escalation will automati-
cally be there.”

While Pakistan pulled
back its naval ships immedi-
ately in response to the Indi-
an announcement, it did not
make any move to open its
skies to Indian flights. Pak-
istani civil aviation officials
have also been maintaining
that they have not received
any communication from
their government or from
their Indian counterparts.

Meanwhile, India on Fri-
day accused Pakistan of
showing no genuine desire
for a dialogue and reconcilia-
tion of outstanding issues,
saying it was only resorting
to same “tired and worn-out”
rhetoric against this country.

“Pakistan refuses to for-
mulate and articulate a seri-
ous vision for peace and rec-
onciliation in our region.
What we see is the same
worn-out rhetoric from vari-
ous quarters of the Pakistani
establishment,” external af-
fairs ministry spokesperson
Nirupama Rao told media-
persons in New Delhi. pn
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. Pressure on Musharraf to .
* review ‘old Kashmir policy’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy'l -' the Kashmir cause and said the

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 22. Escalation of
tensions between India and Pa-
kistan following the May 14 ter-
rorist attack on an Army camp
near Jammu has clearly put the
Musharraf Government on the
defensive and the regime is con-
fronted with a serious dilemma
in working out a strategy for an
honourable way out of the
impasse.

The military regime is caught
between pressures from the in-
ternational community led by
the United States to put a “per-
manent end” to cross-border in-
filtration and the religious
parties in the country that
threaten to take to streets on
what they call a “sell out” on
Kashmir.

However, perhaps for the first
time in recent years, a section of
the civil society and some of the
ardent supporters of Islamabad
on its Kashmir policy have be-
gun to question its validity in the
changed world realities. The im-
pact of international and Indian
pressure particularly in the last
four weeks has been such that
there has been spate of com-
mentaries in the Pakistani press
asking the Government to re-
consider its old policy vis-a-vis
Kashmir.

A section of the press has
been unsparing on the religious
lobby that has launched a cam-
paign accusing the Musharraf
regime of giving into the U.S.
pressure on Kashmir “struggle”.
Some of the writers have been
candid in counselling the right
wing parties to learn a lesson or
two from the Afghan experience.

A conference on Kashmir or-
ganised by the six-party reli-
gious grouping, Mauttahida
Majlis-e-Amal, in Lahore on
Sunday has failed to galvanise
the public opinion against the
supposed retreat of the Mushar-
raf Government from its known
stand on the Kashmir issue. The
grouping led by the Jamaat-e-Is-
fami, the largest religious party
in Pakistan, had warned the mil-

! ftary government not to “betray”

¥nation” would turn against it.
% It is not just the “liberal ele-

jents” which campaigned in
vain before September 11 urging
Islamabad to review its ties with
the Taliban, that have been ask-
ing the Musharraf regime and
the religious parties to see the
writing on the wall and redefine
its Kashmir policy. The case of
Nasim Zehra, well-known com-
mentator and member of the
National Kashmir Committee,
best illustrates the point. In a
write-up in The News, she was
candid in stating that vis-a-vis
Kashmir issue Pakistan “can on-
ly be blamed for substituting
diplomatic dialogue with gun-
powder tactics”.

“The gunpowder tactics cli-
maxed in the mid-90s. Inspired
by the outcome of the joint U.S.-
Pakistan  agencies  victory
against the Soviets in Afghanis-
tan, it has been India’s general
refusal to come to the dialogue
table that provided justification
to the Pakistani establishment
and to a section of the Kashmiris
on both sides of the LoC to opt
for gunpowder tactics”, she
wrote.

The religious parties and
groups in the country, which vo-
ciferously backed the Kashmir
policy of successive regimes,
however do not appear to be
ready for change in strategy
contemplated by the military
government. This is evident
from a series of statements by
several leaders of religious par-
ties and militant groups like the
Hizb-ul Mujahideen.

On Thursday, the Jamat-e-Is-
lami chief, Qazi Hussain Ahmad,
chose the forum of students
wing of his organisation to air
his views on the subject. He told
them that Gen. Musharraf’s as-
surance 1o India and the US.
that nobody would be allowed
to “travel” across the Control
Line in Kashmir was unjust and
oppressive. He asserted that no-
body would be allowed to sup-
press or ban the Kashmiri
“freedom struggie”.

“The Pakistan Army should

clearly tell the Government that
neither would it backtrack from
nation’s stand on Kashmir nor
participate in any ‘discourage-
Kashmiris’ exercise along with
Indian Army,” he told them.

He compared it to the U.S.
tactics in West Asia and main-
tained that the U.S. was putting
same demand as it had done in
the case of Yasser Arafat. Qazi
Hussain Ahmed alleged that
Gen. Musharraf was being asked
to join the bandwagon to kill
Kashmiris. Later, the U.S. would
ask him to close down Pakis-
tan’s nuclear programme, he
said.

Al religious and political par-
ties would have to block the
path of the Government and the
U.S., he said adding “otherwise,
the situation will head towards
complete defeat”. He claimed
that a deal on Kashmir was in
the making and the present re-
gime was giving up Pakistan’s
“principled stand on Kashmir
due to its cowardice, weakness
and wrong policies”.

While there is growing con-
sensus on the need to review the
“old Kashmir policy’, there is a
strong view that India should
not be allowed to edge out Pa-
kistan as a party to the Kashmir
issue.

As Ms. Zehra wrote in her co-
lumn “what is then the score-
card for India and Pakistan?
Absence of a military attack Vaj-
payee correctly states is India’s
victory. Getting a commitment
from Pakistan on the LoC is an
Indian achievement. But what
next? How long will this victory
last?... Will all the blocked ave-
nues for dialogue convince Isla-
mabad to refrain  from
gunpowder tactics? Did people’s
resistance and the bullet emerge
in J&K because of Indian state
terrorism or because of Kash-
mir?”’

“These are questions that
Delhi must answer as it relishes
its diplomatic gains. Meanwhile,
Islamabad must re-examine the
best options for supporting the
Kashmiri struggle for self-deter-
mination in the given context”.
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- India’s steps cosmetic' Pak.

o By B. Muralidhar Reddy\i $

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 21, Pakistan is
yet to decide on its response to
the Indian decision to allow use
of its airspace by Pakistani air-
craft and has indicated that it
would prefer a comprehensive
dialogue for resolution of all dif-
ferences, including the Kashmir
issue.

The Press Secretary to the Pa-
kistan President and Director-
General of Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), Rashid Que-
reshi, reiterated on Thursday
that India’s recent actions were
‘cosmetic’ in nature and Isla-
mabad expected more substan-
tial steps for de-escalation of
tension.

Implied in Maj. Gen. Que-

. reshi’s observations to a group
of reporters in Rawalpindi was
the suggestion that Islamabad
viewed New Delhi’s decision to
re-open its air corridor as a
move with commercial motives.
Ever since India snapped rail,
road and air links with Pakistan
and banned the use of its air-
space, Islamabad’s contention
has been that the steps, partic-
ularly closing the air corridor,
hurt Indian economic interests
more than that of Pakistan.
“We don’t see that minor
cosmetic measures could help
in reducing tension in the wake
of the stand-off at the common
borders with India. We strongly
believe that dialogue is the only
rational way towards de-escala-
tion,” Maj. Gen. Qureshi said.
He characterised Kashmir as
the ‘core issue” and maintained
that the resumption of a com-
prehensive dialogue was the
best way to defuse the tension.
“We don’t care even if India
chose to keep its forces for five
years at the International Bor-

[

ders, Line of Control Working
Boundary or the Line of Con-
tact, as our armed forces are ful-
ly capable of th!wartmg any
eventuality or aggression while
defending every inch of the
motherland,” he claimed.

On allowing Pakistan to use
the airspace, he said, ‘“these
measures are being announced
due to heavy losses being faced
by the Indian airlines as they
have diverted their 213 flights
after the closure of Pakistani
airspace in retaliation to the
New Delhi’s decision.”

Pakistan had only diverted 11
to 12 flights. “It is the Indian
leadership that had closed air,
rail and road links between the
two countries and it is the Indi-
an business community which
is suffering from tremendous
economic loss. The losses of the
Pakistan business community
are minor.”

He said, ‘“whatever the Indi-
ans have done so far is totally
cosmetic and to ease their own
problems and we don’t want to
respond to such measures. We
are looking for initiation of talks
for resolution of all the disputes,
especially the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir. Once and for all
the Kashmir issue should be set-
tled amicably. Once we sit to
talk on the core issue, the de-
escalation automatically would
be there.”

On the withdrawal of Indian
naval vessels from the Arabian
Sea, Maj. Gen. Qureshi said,
“there was no Indian presence
close to Pakistani waters. The
Indian ships on a daylong sail-
ing distance had gone only for
refuelling.”

“The Indians know very well
about the abilities of the Pakis-
tan Navy, that is why they did
not venture anywhere close to

Pakistani waters. Since the Indi- ;
an naval vessels did not affect’”
Pakistan, their withdrawal did™-
not matter to us,” he said.

Maleeha Lodhi .
confirms quitting
By B. Muralidhar Redd

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 21. Pakistan’s-
Ambassador to the United-.
States, Maleeha Lodhi, is bow-
ing out of office at the end of her .
present term on August 1 and”
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, who was’ +
till recently the High Commis~ -
sioner in New Delhi, is to be her .
SUCCESSOT.

It is not clear as to why Ms
Lodhi, credited with good con->.
tacts in the State Department
and influential persons in the
U.S., has decided to call it a day.
Ms. Lodhi not only survived
three governments but also got
a second term.A section of the
Pakistani press has speculated
that she could either contest the
coming elections to the Nation-.
al Assembly or return to jour-
nalism which she practised
before she was picked up for the
diplomatic assignment by the
then Prime Minister, Benazir
Bhutto.Ms. Lodhi has con-
firmed to the Pakistan daily,
Jung, that she is leaving Wash- '~
ington on the conclusion of her. -
term effective August 1. She has-
also confirmed that Mr. Qazi-
would be the new Pakistan Am-
bassador in Washington. She
has told the daily that sometime
back she had expressed her de-
sire to be relieved on the con-
clusion of her three-year term.
The other day, the President,
Pervez Musharraf, accepted my
request and Ashraf Jehangir Qa-
zi would take over in August.”
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Delhi awaits concrete
Pak response: PM

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, June 20. — The Prime Minister today said New
Delhi was waiting for Pakistan to implement pledges to end
terrorism and infiltration through concrete, visible and permanent
action on the ground.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee emphasised during his 10-minute
telephone conversation with his Malaysian counterpart, Mr
Mabhathir Mohamad, that while India was not in favour of military

confrontation with Pakistan, New Delhi was determined to resist :

cross-border terrorism emanating from Pakistan with determination.

Mr Vajpayee, however, pointed out that problems between India
and Pakistan are ones that need to be sorted out bilaterally. During
the conversation, he made clear that the J&K issue is not a religious
one and that India has a larger Muslim population.than Pakistan.

Earlier in the day, New Delhi said it was yet to receive a response
from Pakistan on India’s “positive and tangible gesture” to permit
Pakistani aircraft to fly over Indian airspace.

India has also clarified that there is a world of difference between
Gen. Pervez Musharraf and NDA nominee Mr APJ Abdul Kalam’s
statements on how the fact that both countries were nuclear powers
had prevented a conventional war in recent times. Describing Gen.
Musharraf’s statements as “provocative”, the spokesperson said:
“Given Pakistan’s propensity to indulge in loose talk where it has

threatened use of nuclear weapons against India, the only rational .

conclusion we can draw is that our nuclear deterrent has helped
forestall Pakistan’s nuclear blackmail.”
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Big powers’ .
stand reduced
tension: Advani

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20. Tension be-
tween India and Pakistan has
lessened “‘primarily” because of
the stand taken by the United
States, Russia and Britain, but
New Delhi will make its gwn as-
sessment of the situation based
on ground realities, the Union

. Home Minister, L.K. Advani, has

said. v} i e 9.
“Lessening of | (Indo-Pak.)
tension is primafily because
these great powers have now
taken a stand... now the word is
not from Pakistan but from the
leaders of these countries which
are leading the global coalition
against terrorism,” Mr. Advani
said in the “Talk Back” pro-
: gramme on Doordarsharn.
. “We will not judge Pakistan

ceive on the ground,” he said.

Mr. Advani said six months
after the attack on Parliament,
“we have not done anything.
But we are still told (by the
world community) to exercise
restraint.”

Referring to the recent state-
ments by the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, the Russian |
President, Vladimir Putin, and
the British Foreign Secretary,
Jack Straw, that Islamabad had !
not kept its word and was con- .
tinuing to support crass-horder |
terrorism, he said, ‘I am happy
to- note that these leaders
echoed almost everything we
have been saying so far.”

On holding of talks with Pa-
kistan, the Home Minister said
India was willing to discuss al)
issues, including Kashmir, but
“only after Pakistan abandoned
cross-border terrorism as an in-
strument of state policy’’.

Stating that differences could
only be resolved through dia-
logue, he said two issues — ter-
rorism and Indo-Pak.
differences over Kashmir —
“cannot be mixed up”.

He claimed that it had beeun
““a conscious decision’” of Pakis-
tan’s former President, Zia-ul
Hagq, to launch a “proxy war”
after having lost three full-scale
wars against India.

But the September L1 terror-
ist strikes were a ‘“‘turning
point” which led to global real-
isation of the menace of terror-
ism.

Stressing that there were
more Muslims in India than in
any other country except Indo-
nesia, he said India had had
“traditionally a secular polity”
and Jews and Parsis had settled
here for long and, like others,
never discriminated against.

He reiterated his position on
the creation of a confederation
between India and Pakistan in
future and said this should also
include Bangladesh, Nepal, 5ri
Lanka and Myanmar. — PTI
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy R

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 19. Has India
notified Pakistan of the decision
it announced on june 9 to allow
Pakistani aircraft to use its air
space? If reports in a section of
the Pakistani press are to be be-
lieved, New Delhi has not fol-
lowed up its announcement
with the necessary administra-
tive action as Islamabad has not
received anything in writing ei-
ther from New Delhi or the In-
ternational ~ Civil  Aviation
Organisation (ICAQO).

However there was no imme-
diate confirmation of the actual
status from the Pakistan For-
eign Office.

While the press has quoted
civil aviation authorities as say-
ing that New Delhi was yet to
execute its decision, a Pakistan
Foreign Office  spokesman
maintained that he needed to
check up the facts.

Civil Aviation officials also
denied the impression that Pa-
kistan’s Foreign Ministry had
not passed down the ‘notem’
received from India.

“It is not a secret document,”
an official was quoted as saying

Lifting of ban on overflights
7+ not notified: Pa

kistan

which, in turn, would pass it on
to member-organisations to
prepare plans to meet the new
situation.

{

by the local daily The News. The
report said that as per the pro-
cedure, a copy of the ‘notem’
had to be sent to the ICAO,

No need, says India

By Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI, JUNE 18. The Ministry of Civil Aviation today said the
Government's decision to lift the ban on overflight by Pakistani
carriers need not be followed with a ‘notem’ (Notice to Air Men) as
none was issued in the first place.

“No Pakistan carrier has sought permission or submitted any
flight plan to overfly India since the ban was lifted unilaterally on
June 10. When they do, the Directorate-General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) will process it as is the normal procedure,” the Minister for
Civil Aviation, Shahnawaz Hussain, told The Hindu here today.

Mr. Hussain was reacting to Pakistan’s Civil Aviation Authority’s
claim that it had not received anything in writing from the Indian
Government on the subject. He said no notice or notification was
issued by the Ministry or the DGCA when the ban was announced.
As such, there was no “notem” to be withdrawn.

“We've lifted the ban. If the Pakistan airline wants to use our
airspace and apply with the DGCA, we've no problem,” Mr. Hus-
sain said. Highly-placed sources said raising the issue of a “notemn”
was disinformation. It seems that the Pakistan Government was
unwilling to use the overflight facility as it may be unwilling to
reciprocate, even though India’s decision was not conditional on
reciprocity. It was a unilateral decision. '

P
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“India to use
US sensors_

\’\\/

on border

é‘%dnesday said there was a

New Delhi: India on

“considerable declineX in cross-border terrorism

and announced it had

ven the go ahead to instal

advanced American ground sensors on the Line of
Control to verify Islamabad's claims on ending in-

filtration.

“There is a considerable drop in cross-border ter-
rorism,” defenice minister George Fernandes told

reporters in an assessment of the situation after

the two countries moved towards easing of tension,

but added troops would remain deployed on the
Indo-Pak border as long as it was essential.

“A decision has been made to instal the ground
sensors though no formal talks on the induction

process had yet begun with the US,” he said.

The deployment of ground sensors had been
mooted by visiting US defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld during his just-concluded visit here asan
effective means for New Delhi to monitor infiltra-

tions along the LoC.

Army Chief Gen S Padmanabhan echoed Fer-
nandes view saying the level of infiltration across

the LoC had “come down”.

However, the Indian defence establishment ruled
out any military-to-military dialogue or any imme-
diate holding of joint patrolling on the LoC saying
“confidence and trust between the two armies was

still low”.

Fernandes’ remarks that India had decided to go
ahead with purchase of fifth generation US ground
monitoring sensors assume significance as defence
secretary Yogendera Narain during his just con-
cluded visit to the US had held preliminary talks on

sensor induction with Pentagon’s top brass.

Narain had told newsmen that at the Indo-US
joint defence policy group meeting, the Americans
had made the offer to supply these advanced sen-
sors to India. Narain, who is currently on an offi-
cial visit to Ttaly, may go to Washington for further

talks on purchase of sensors. sources said. en
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Is Alliance Poll Panel Non-\Eﬂstant?

Hurriyat seeks
trlangular talks

Masood Hussain & Agencies
SRINAGAR 19 JUNE
Ibelieves in “collective efforts”

involving India, Pakistan and
the people of Jammu & Kashmir,
APHC chaitrman Prof. Abdul
Gani Bhat on Wednesday said its
Public Election Commission is
kept in abeyance owing to Dethi’s
“stubborn” attitude. Avoiding a
direct reaction whether they will
boycott the polls or sit silently
and not partmpate Gani said
“wait and watch.
According to an agency report,
the press conference also saw Mr

Bhat effecting a major shift from
its demand for tripartite talks to

NSISTING that the alliance

ja, Pak

,\/‘4} on the floor of Parliament.

We believe in a collective effort
by India, Pakistan and the people
of Jammu and Kashmir 1o con-
duct the exercise. The govern-
ment of India has not supported
the move which has forced us to
keep the commission in
abeyance,” Prof Gani said.

His colleague and former
chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,
intervened to say that Public
Election Commission is still rele-
vant if Delhi responds positively.
Listing the proposals, Prof Bhat
said all the forces including the

sent to the barracks,

rights violation should b
an end, all detainees
released, Kash-

resolve the
Kashmir issue,
saying that the |
Hurriyat was &g
willing to con-
sider “triangu-
lar” talks with
India and Pak-
istan. “It will be &
triangular talks
instead of tripar-
tite talks. The modalities for such
aprocess can be worked out,” Mr
Bhat said, according to the
agency report. “We cantalk to In-
dia first and then go to Pakistan
for a dialogue,” he added.

Observers are at a loss to un-
derstand if this “ambiguous deci-
sion” isa positive developmentin
wake of the forthcoming elec-
tions with all the hawks behind
the bars. From Prime Minister
Vajpayee to the chief election
commissioner, everyone has in-
sisted that the polls be free, fair
and transparent.

“When we announced the
Public Election Commission In-
dia’s law minister rejected the

BHaT: N

pundits

meetings
should be lifted,
1 restrictions on
the movement
of leaders

should be re-
moved and all laws which run
concurrently to the divility
should be removed.

“These proposals are very sig-
nificant in creating a conducive
atmosphere. If these proposals
are accepted we may go for rap-
prochement and start this exer-
cise afresh,” he said. Public Elec-
tion Comumission, it may be re-
called here, was set up by APHC
on January 28 last, to hold a
three-phase exerdise in all the
three regions of Jammu & Kash-
mir and PoK so that the people
choose their representatives who
will decide the future of the state
in consultation with India and
Pakistan. The idea did not click.
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- Duplicitous ga

major outcome of the

recent summit of the

Conference on Interaction

nd Confidence-building

measures in Asia (CICA) held at

Almaty has been the interna-

tionalisation of the Kashmir
" problem.

If India and Pakistan are truly
serious about solving the problem
after this exposure, then Almaty
has been a good omen; if not, then
the meeting will bring about a
temporary lull in Pakistan’s covert
operations in Kashmir to be
reactivated at a later date and
India will revert to its usual
war/peace crossroads positing.

A credible exercise during this
interregnum would be to analyse

the stand of both countries over.

Kashmir. Unless the genesis of
the problem is first assimilated,
- the respective stands will not
mean much.

A study of the 1947-48 opera-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir
shows that when India decided to
go in for military intervention
against Pakistani raiders, Jawa-
harlal Nehru refused point-blank
to-bring multipoint military pres-
sures on Pakistan. He overruled
opening up other fronts, forbade

- using the Indian Navy to bombard

Karachi port, and allowed the

Indian Air Force to be used only
in the logistic, not the strike role.

This act of Nehru, by which he

facilitated Pakistan’s aggression,
has remained inexplicable. Des-
pite such purposeful strictures, he
underestimated  the Indian
Army’s professionalism. Western
Command, which was conducting
the operations virtually on its own,
not only stabilised the entire front
but gradually pushed back the
AFLIESSOTS.
" After the historic link-up at
Poonch, ~ Western Command
regained the initiative and was all
set to debouch towards Muz-
zafarabad. At this crucial junc-
ture, Nehru ordered an unwar-
ranted' ceasefire and referred the
case to the UN.

Interestingly, India’s repre-
sentative at the UN, Girija Shank-
ar Bajpai, strongly objected to our
folly. An angry Nchru summarily
removed him and had the case
pushed through to the UN, thus
making it convenient for Pakistan
to regroup and occupy Pakistan
occupicd Kashmir as we know it
today.

This act by Nechru has also
remained inexplicable and no
rational explanation for this “love
thy cnemy” stance has been
found. Reading between the lings,
it appears that Nehru was scared
of Mohammed Ali Jinnah spiking
his ambition of becoming
indcpendent India’s first Prime
Minister for life.

Hence, Nehru went all out to
appease Jinnah by gifting PoK to
him as Jinnah had ougma lly
demanded the Muskim majority
segment of Jammu and Kashmir.

Apparently, Nehru was some-
what -able to tide over Jinnah's
demand. He also brought in
Article 370 to give Kashmir a

India must not delude itself into behevmg that cross-border
terrorism has ended. Before the next terrorist deluge is unleashed
by Pakistan, New Delhj has to take a second look at the Line of
Control, an issue raised at the CICA summit in Almaty,

special status — God’s own, as
some cynics reflect — thus creating
a psychological barrier between
the Kashmiris and the rest of the
countrymen.

A myth was simultaneously
spun that Kashmir was the very
epicentre of India’s secularism —
as if the other states had no
contribution to our secular
credentials — and if Kashmir was
to secede, India would disin-

writes JK DUTT

incumbents are unable to settle a
dispute, India’s response has ever
been a cryptic “Kashmir is a
bilateral issue between Pakistan
and us, so there is no question of
any third-party mediating”.
When India is further asked
what precise solution does it
favour, the reply is an equally
cryptic, “Pakistan must vacate
PoK.” This, therefore, is tanta-
mount to India demanding a

Like a chameleon, the Na-
tional Conference has been
keeping in tandem with which-
ever party rules in New Delhi by
changing its colours and ensuring
that the Kashmir problem is kept
alive. This is the sordid Kashmir
story which needs to be kept in
mind while assessing the prob-
lem.

Some Indo-Pak matchpointing
would be in order after Almaty.

From left; Atal Behari Vajpayee, Presidents of Turkey Ahmet Necdet Sezer, Russia’s Viadimir Putin, Kazakhstan's
Nursultan Nazarbayev, China’s Jiang Zemin and Pakistan's Pervez Musharraf during the CICA summit in Almaty on
4 June. - AFP

-tegrate!

This absurdity has “been
religiously tomtomed over the
past five decades which our naive
citizens have swallowed whole-
sale. India's reluctance to “solve
the Kashmir problem even while
holding the upper hand was
plainly evident at Tashkent and
Shimla where we meekly returned
all  captured territory and
prisoners of war both of which we
held in far greater quantum than
Pakistan, dittoing the Nehruvian
“love thy enemy™ line.

The- Shimla agreement in
particular was a clear fraud
perpetrated on India, cspecially
on our armed forces. Rulers of
Pakistan led by Zia-ul-Haq
artfully abused this agreement to
start a new course of action in
Jammu and Kashmir, namely,
religion imbued, cross-border
terrorism. And thereby hangs a
tale!

Another bizarre thing is, when-
ever India is advised that since
the pestilential Kashmir problem
has lingered on for over half a
century and it has not been
possible to settle it mutually with
Pakistan, why not request a third
party to mediate, this being the
normal social order if two

unilateral solution to a bilateral
issue. Going from push to shove,
when India is queried whether it
expects China to similarly vacate
Aksai Chin - perhaps in an
overdose of Hindi Chini Bhai
bhai - there is only embarrassed
silence!

Obviously, India is playing a
duplicitous game because surcly
New  Delhi knows that no
Pakistani Chicf Executive can
survive by handing back PoK,
tract of land that Jinnah had
secured from Nehru as a gift, The
less said about Aksai Chin the
better. Why is India doing this
double shuffle? The cause is the
National Conference’s unwilling-
ness to have Kashmir resolved at
any cost, clse it will lose out its
Aurangzeb’s  lifestyle  which
Article 370 bestows upon it, the
clincher being this Article pre-
vails so long as the problem
prevails!

Compounding the felony,
assorted groups like the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference, the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front and their offshoots keep
brandishing - their own agendas
on Kashmir, not to mention New
Delhi’s own version of “free and
fair” elections in the state.

Pervez Musharraf is currently
in an unenviable position: he has
to manage three “ends” to wit -
Washington, his own army, and
the terrorists. He cannot anta-
gonise any of the three. His most
likely course of action will be to
put terrorist activities in Kashmir
on hold for sometime in pur-
suance of a strategy of indirect
approach.

He can tell Washington that he
has kept his side of the bargain,
He will tell his corps command-
ers and the ISI hawks that some
cushion time is necessary, pet-
haps the monsoon. to recoup and
reorganise and get into the act
thercafter as and when interna-
tional pressure on him gets
diluted.

His most serious concern is the
Al-Qaida fighters whom he has
been mcthodically funnelling
from their hideouts in the Pak-
Afghan border into Kashmir,

He is aware that if these
brainwashed killers are - allowed
to stay on long in their transit
camps in Pakistan, there is cvery
possibility of this lot dethroning
him via the anti-Musharraf
coterie that has now become
openly manifest.

He ‘will probably approach the

mec

'\‘:

rngilahs to start & dialogue with
\khese unemployed ex-Talibs for
eepmg them under temporary

Indla must not delude itself
into believing that cross-border
terrorism has ended; it certainly
has not. What is India to do
before the next tecrorist deluge is
unleashed by Pakistan?

This is where Almaty comes in.

The CICA meeting laid signi--

ficant emphasis on the Line of
Control to the extent of dubbing
it the Rubicon in the context of
transborder terrorism activities.

The general consensus has
been that the LoC has become
the de facto border between India
and Pakistan ever since the 1947-
48 ceasefire, and possesses a
sanctity of its own which must be
internationally respected.

It is imperative for India to
press for converting the LoC into
a formal de jure Indo-Pak border
before  General Musharraf
resumes his nefariousness. Red
herrings like joint patrolling of
the LoC are best left for the birds
as such suggestions just expose
New Delhi’s wiles, little else.

Noted international relations
exponent Ashley Tellis in his new
book on India’s nuclear positing
has rightly recommended that
the USA (together with the other
global power centres as advo-
cated by this writer) must force
India and Pakistan to implement
a reformed bilateral approach in
Kashmir by going flat out for the
LoC conversion.

Islamabad is sure to face
opposition to this from its hawks,

and New Delhi likewise from
the National Conference. The
international big-leaguers in
consort with the student com-
munity and the intelligeritsia of
India and Pakistan have to create
a movement for the LoC con-
version of such an intensity that
both the countries will have no
option but to acquiesce.

Ruthless sanctions should be
the alternative. New Dclhi must
realise and accept one unpa-
latable fact of life - 55 years has
been a long enough period for it
to slyly second Nehru's betrayal
of India to Jinnah, the consc-
quences of which have been
disastrous on the hapless people
of Nehru's., home state.

A rcadymade solution be-
ckons, an ‘honourable and a
sanctified one at that for both
adversaries as no loss of face is
visualised in the LoC conversion.
This solution will also draw
unqualified universal recogni-
tion. Now is the time for India’s
apex-level leadership to unshack-
le itself from the National
Conference’s selfish motives and
concentrate on the _country’s
well-being instead.

A grateful nation, nay
subcontinent, will for its lifetime

appreciate  this  bold and
statesman like step.
(The author is a retirec

Lieutenant- (zeneml Indian A

my.)
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~ “WE CANNOT AFFORD TO RELAX OUR GUARD

Fe .
Talks only after Pak. closes
L terrorist ca

\ By, Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, JUNE 16. Despite the
western world’s claim of Pakis-
tan taking steps to stop cross-
border terrorism, India has rea-
sons to doubt its sincerity
because of the twist it was trying
to give to the Kaluchak mas-
sacre in Jammu and Kashmir,
the Union Home Minister, LK.
Advani, said here today.

Talking to mediapersons dur-
ing his visit to Gujarat, he said
that only on Saturday he had
heard reports of the official Pa-
kistan radio having claimed that
the Kaluchak incident was “the
creation” of the Indian Govern-
ment. While the Pakistan Gov-
ernment had earlier criticised
the killing of innocent women
and children in Kaluchak as an
act of terrorism, the Pakistan ra-
dio now expected the world to
believe that “we have killed our
own people,” he said.

have to tell the world that de-
spite the announcements and
assurances by the Pakistan
President, General Pervez
Musharraf, about taking steps
to stop cross-border terrorism,
the couniry would have to re-
main “careful and cautious” till
Pakistan completely stopped
cross-border terrorism. “We
cannot afford to relax our
guard,” he said and ruled out
withdrawal of the Army from
the border with Pakistan till In-
dia was convinced about the
implementation of the assur-
ances given by President
Musharraf.

He said India had so far not
agreed with the Western world’s
claim of Pakistan having taken
steps to stop violence in India.
“We have only said we need
time to assess the reality on the
ground and we are assessing the
situation,” he added.

Ruling out any dialogue with
Pakistan till all the terrorist-

mps: Advmi

training camps in that country
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
were dismantled, Mr. Advani,
however, noted with satisfac-
tion the perceptible change that
had come in Pakistan’s attitude
towards terrorism in the last few
weeks. Pakistan, which at the
Agra summit had claimed that
killing of innocent people was
natural in a freedom struggle,
had been forced to admit at the
Almaty convention that any kill-
ing of innocent people was an
act of terrorism.

He said the Government’s in-
formation was that at least 70
terrorist training camps were
still in operation in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir and there could
be no talks with the neighbour-
ing country tili these camps
were dismantled and terrorism
completely stopped.

While the western world had
all along privately admitted that
Pakistan was encouraging ter-
rorism but did not take such a

India, Mr. Advani said, would

Iggrceptible change in Pak.

attitude: Fernandes

By M. Venkateswara Rao

VIJAYAWADA, JUNE 16. The Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes, has said that India has taken
several steps to improve relations with Pakistan
and hoped that Islamabad would reciprocate,
paving the way for easing the tension along the
border.

He told presspersons here today that India had
called back some of its warships, re-opened its air
space, named its High Commissioner and hoped
that Pakistan would reciprocate. He said there
was a perceptible change in Pakistan’s attitude in
the last few days.

Mr. Fernandes reiterated India‘s resolve not to
allow any other country, including the U.S, to
influence its decisions either on Kashmir or any
other issue. He, however, added that India had no
conflict with the U.S. and expressed satisfaction
over the support being given by the U.S to India
in its fight against terrorism.

He said that the U.S had agreed to supply to
India sensors and weapon-locating radars, which
it had been denying for the last several years. The
U.S has also agreed to supply engines for the LCA
to help enhance technology demonstration and
compatibility.

The U.S. had stopped supplies in the wake of

sanctiops imposed following nuclear tests.
Though India developed its own engines, they
were undergoing high altitude tests in Russia. It
would take at least two years for the tests to be
completed and to start serial production. The U.8
decision would help us acquire light combat air-
craft immediately, he said.

He said India had been facing the problem of
terrorism for the last two decades. But the U.S.
realised how deep-rooted the menace had be-
come only after the attack on the World Trade
Center.

Asked whether the U.S. was not adopting dou-
ble standards by carrying out attacks against Af-
ghanistan with all its might and advising India to
exercise restraint towards Pakistan, Mr. Fer-
nandes answered in the negative and said the
U.S. was giving all support to India in the fight
against terrorism.

About the increase proposed in the Pakistan
defence budget, Mr. Fernandes said that India’s
defence budget was more than five times that of
Pakistan. He did not agree that deployment of the
Army in forward areas for too long would affect
their morale. “Our Army is unigue”, he said and
added that the jawans were trained to work in
temperatures as low as minus 10 and as high as
40 to 50 degree Celsius for months together.

stancé publicly, in the few |
weeks countries such as the
United States, the United King-
dom and Russia had openly told
Pakistan that it must stop ter-
rorism. It was a major success ot
the diplomatic initiatives taken
by the Atal Behari Vajpayee
Government in the last four
years, Mr. Advani said.

He said India always appre- .
ciated the irony in Washington
taking Pakistan as its main part- '
ner in its international coalition
against terrorism. “We under-
stand their compulsions, geo- !
graphical and otherwise for
which Pakistan had to be its
main partner. Besides, who will
know the Taliban better than its
own creator, the ISI of Pakis-
tan,” he added.

To a question, Mr. Advani
said he was aware the Lashkar-
e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mo- |
hammad were among the two !
most active terrorist groups op- |
erating in India and were trying
to spread their tentacles in Ne- |
pal. India had recently cau-
tioned Nepal in this respect. '
“We are also aware that the ter-
rorist groups were making use .
of the internet to spread false- :
hood.” He said India and Pakis-
tan held different views on
Kashmir but the latest survey by
a London-based organisation
about the opinion of the Kash-
miri people was very revealing.
Despite the survey report that
the large majority of the Kash-
miris favoured staying with In-
dia, the Indian Government was
opposed 1o a plebiscite not be-
cause it feared adverse public
opinion but because Pakistan
had not fulfilled the conditions
of the U.N. resolution of vacat-
ing occupied Kashmir. “And
with the change in the situation
in the last 50 years, the U. N.
resolution has now become ir-
relevant,” he said.

Describing A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam as the NDA candidate for
the Presidentship, Mr. Advani |
said he was happy that the Con-
gress and the Samajwadi Party
had also supported him. If the
Left parties give up the “sym-
bolic contest,” Dr. Kalam could
be elected unanimously.

Advani’s clean chit -
to Modi: Page 11



/\/Iusharraf sets terms for handover

Putin push on

FRQM K.P. NAYAR

Washington, June 16: The
Russians and the Americans
have informally agreed on
specific subjects to be taken
up by their leaders with
India and Pakistan in the
pursuit of long-term peace in
South Asia following the suc-
cess of international efforts
last week in de-escalating the
region’s military crisis.

President Vladimir Putin
has told reporters in his home
town of St. Petersburg that Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf “is pre-
pared to consider the possibili-
ty of extraditing international
terrorists who are not citizens
of Pakistan and who are com-
mitting crimes on the territory
of India”. -

In a remark pregnant with
implications as the world waits
for New Delhi and Islamabad to
travel further on the road to rec-
onciliation, Putin said this was
“one important signal which
President Musharraf gave” dur-
ing the meeting of the two lead-
ers in Almaty:

As a political insurance to co-
ver his offer to the Russian Presi-
dent, the Pakistani President
has added provisos to his offer.
One is that their guilt should be
proved.

But Putin said the signifi-
cance of the offer is that “I think
this is a manifestation of good-
will and I hope that these signals
will also be heard” in New Delhi.

Putin’s revelation fits in with
what Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had said at his press
conference in Almaty.

Referring to Musharraf’s
strident assertion in the Kazakh
~ity that no one would be handed

over to India, Vajpayee had sig-
nificantly reacted that this was
not what he had heard from
Putin on the issue.

It is clear from the course of
intense and coordinated interac-
tion between Russia and the US,
on the one hand, and among the
major world powers on South
Asia that Russia will pursue is-
sues with political overtones,
such as the extradition, with
New Delhi and Islamabad in the
months ahead.

The US, on the other hand,
will concentrate on the military
aspects of the India-Pakistan
standoff, such as infiltration,
monitoring of the LoC.

This was obvious when Putin
told reporters in his home
town that “we remain in contact
(on South Asia) with our part-
ners in Europe and in North
America”.

Putin revealed that “we are
engaged in a continual dialogue
with Pakistan and with the
leadership of India... I invited
President Musharraf to visit
Moscow. We are now arranging
the date of his visit. This year I
have an official visit to New
Delhi. In both cases, an issue on
the'agenda of the talks will cer-
tainly be the situation between
India and Pakistan.”

This is an arrangement that
suits Moscow and Washington.

Pak fugitives -

As much of the information re-
garding the wanted criminals
and terrorists were given to
India by US intelligence, and Pa-
kistan knows it, the Americans
feel they are politically handi-
capped in following up the issue
any further with Islamabad.

In any case, Washington feels
it is better equipped to deal with
the military aspects of the India-
Pakistan crisis. That was partly
the reason why defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld was cho-
sen by President George W, Bush
to travel to the sub-continent in-
stead of either socretary of state
Colin Powell or national security
adviser Condoleezza Rice.

What the Americans have not
admitted in public is that this
strategy serves the larger US
strategic vision for South and
Central Asia.

After having been bitten
badly by the terrorist fallout
from the region, Washington
wants to take out a long-term
insurance against similar pit-
falls in future. This entails build-
ing military contacts and a
presence in the region, a plan
which has so far gone well,
sources said here.

Military contacts with Pak-
istan are now firmly re-estab-
lished and Washington's defence
relationship with New Delhi is
on the upswing. The Pentagon is
now trying to build a credit of

QUC “I0Us” with the two defence es-

tablishments.

Musharraf is prepared to Kashmir flare-up
consider the possibIity of | Viclence in Kashmir hit its high-
w"t‘gm are not est level in more than a month on
cltizens of Pakistan Sunday with 21 people being
killed. But firing eased along the
VLADIMIR PUTIN border.
B See Page 7
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' No Pak nod on ove ight

\

YOGESH KUMAR |
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, June 15. — Almost
a week after the government an-
nounced resumption of over-
flights rights vis-a-vis Pakistan,
the civil aviation ministry has
not issued any instruction to the
national carriers on using Pakis-
tani airspace. .

An absence of reciprocal gestures
from Pakistan is the reason for the
delay, officials said.

A senior civil aviation ministry of-
ficial said: “No operational decision
about resumption of direct flights
between the two countries has
been taken.”

The " directorate general of civil
aviation has delayed issuing in-
structions to the national carriers
“as they are waiting for Pakistan to
announce reciprocal easing”, offi-
cials said.

They said they had “no idea”
when such reciprocal action would
be taken by Islamabad.

“Till that happens, Indian flights
will continue using other routes for
its foreign operations, by-passing
Pakistan,” an aviation ministry of-

Vel VoS
ﬁc1al said. % & ‘7

On 1 January, New Delhi imposed
a ban on Pakistani aircraft using
Indian air space.

The national carriers — Air India
and Indian Airlines — were instruc-
ted to avoid Pakistani airspace.
Since then, A-T and IA planes have
been routed through Ahmedabad,
the Arabian Sea and Iran.

All flights bound for western and
West Asian countries are flying over
this alternate route.

The route, however, is substan-
tially longer than the two
usually-followed routes — Golf 466
and Alfa 466 —~ in which
planes fly over Karachi and
Lahore.

Senior officials admitted they were
“waiting to switch to the routes over
Pakistani air space as it would re-
duce the flight times and more im-
portantly bring down the consump-
tion of aviation fuel”.

Senior A-I and IA officials con-
firmed they had received no in-
structions to begin flying over Pak-
istani air space, nor had thepe

transit via Pakistan for fli
West Asia and Europe.

MSTATESI‘|
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e .
India to go SlOWV
on concessions”

nid
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 14

ISLAMABAD WON'T get any
further diplomatic concessions
from New Delhi. The next set of
conciliatory steps will be an-
nounced only after a review of
Pervez Musharraf’s sincerity
in permanently stopping the
export of terror.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security met for two hours to-
day and arrived at this deci-
sion. The meeting — which the
Prime Minister chaired - dis-
cussed the border standoff
with Pakistan and the implica-
tions of Donald Rumsfeld’s re-
cent visit to the subcontinent.
The delegates took note of the
US offer to provide New Delhi
sensors to keep track of mili-
tants sneaking into Jammu
and Kashmir.

New Delhi had earlier shot
down the US Defence Secretary’s
proposal to station international
monitors along the LoC.

Emerging from the CCS
meeting, External Affairs Min-
ister Jaswant Singh said India
might respond to the sensor
proposal, but only after an in-
depth study at the level of the
Army command. “Its technical
details and interlinked compo-
nents must be analysed before
actual deployment.”

But signals emerging from
the establishment suggested
that India wasn’t in any hurry

G\,

Pa& recalls ships

PAKISTAN HAS told In-
dia it has recalled its
naval ships, which were
on high alert, to their
bases. Islamabad ex-
plained that this was a re-
ciprocal gesture to India
recalling its warships
from the Arabian Sea. But
it stayed silent on opening
its skies to Indian flights.

PTI, Islamabad

]

to announce a fresh diplomatic
initiative. For instance, it could
take eight to 10 weeks for
Harsh Bhasin to take over as
the next High Commissioner to
Islamabad.

On the Prime Minister’s of-
fer of “joint patrolling” along
the LoC, Government sources
said the issue would come up
for discussion only when both
parties disagreed over the
question of terrorist intrusion
from across the border.

“If Islamabad showed its sin-
cerity on putting an end to
cross-border intrusions, New
Delhi’s  positive  response
would be determined by its im-
plementation and impact at the
ground level. And, in that kind
of a scenario, joint patrolling
might not be necessary,” a sen-
ior Government official said.
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pﬁéSCALATION MOVE / DOUBTS OVER NEW DELHI'S INTENTIONS

W Sceptlclsm reigns in Pak. media

By K. K. Katyal \

NEW DELHI, JUNE 12. Going by a sample of
half-a-dozen Pakistani dailies of today,
both English and Urdu, the reaction to the
current moves to reduce tensions on the
subcontinent is mixed — with sharp, bitter
comments outbalancing moderate views.
Indian steps such as the removal of the
embargo on overflights by Pakistani planes
and the plans to move away the warships
from near the Pakistani shoreline have
been widely noted but sentiments in the
comments have varied — from cautious
welcome to doubts about New Delhi’s in-
tentions. Emphasis is laid on the urgency
of de-escalation on the border and the
| Line of Control and on resumption of a
. dialogue on Kashmir and other issues.
Those who are not impressed refer to
“provocations” by India, like the intrusion
of a UAV into Pakistani territory and the
arrest of the Hurriyat leader, Syed Ali Shah
* Geelani.

The U.S., in some cases, is the target of
critical references. The Pakistani Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf’s decision not to
let the country’s territory be used for ter-
rorist actions is repeatedly cited but there
is no mention of his assurance to the U.S.
to end trans-border terrorisim on a perma-
nent basis.

A distinct note of moderation is struck
by the Dawn in its editorial, “Inching back
from the brink”, in these words:

“A normally sceptical New Delhi is now
accepting that there has been a percep-
tible drop in what it terms “cross-border
terrorism” since Gen. Musharraf’s recent
assurance. While the latest moves do rep-
resent a step forward, what India is offer-
ing so far is a gradual return to the position
prior to December, when it decided to take
a number of punitive steps against Pakis-
tan. However, for a subcontinent that
seemed on the verge of a catastrophic war
just days ago, even returning to the pre-
I December status quo is a welcome devel-

opment. President Musharraf responded
positively to the Indian gestures but de-
scribed them as small steps.

“Pakistan will obviously be seeking
nore meaningful steps towards de-escala-
‘on in the days ahead, particularly an offer

[ 1o resume dialogue. Throughout the pre-
f sent standoff, Pakistan hag been hammer-
| ing on the need and urgency of talks to

esolve the crisis. India, meanwhile,

assed hundreds of thousands of troops
oh the border, cut off all links with Pakis-
tan, and spurned all offers for a dialogue.

“As tensions soared, the world was re-
minded of how dangerous a confrontation
between the two nuclear powers could be.
A deeply alarmed international communi-
ty then stepped in and employed all its
diplomatic skills of prodding and persua-
sion to bring an end to the standoff. While
Pakistan’s assurance on infiltration and
India’s subsequent response may have
lowered the level of tension, the threat of
war still remains. Unless both sides with-
draw their troops from the border, even a
small spark could trigger open hostilities.
Having come so close to the brink, both
sides must realise that war is no solution to
the problems straining their relations. On-
ly a dialogue on all outstanding problems
between the two countries — especially
over the contentious Kashmir issue —
could ensure a durable peace in the
region.”

Writing in News, Shireen M. Mazari, Di-
rector-General of the Institute of Strategic
Studies, Islamabad, couples a cautions
welcome to the Indian move to open up its
air space to Pakistani civilian flights with
sharp words on various aspects of bilateral
relations. While suggesting that Pakistan
respond in kind (to the removal of the
overflights ban), she wants Islamabad to
“offer a mutual, monitored withdrawal of
offensive weapon systems and force de-
ployment on the international border, to
begin with"" and to emphasise the need for
neutral and verifiable monitoring of LoC.

Then follow the harsh words: “Pakistan
should also make it clear to the major pow-
ers interested in peace in the region that;
One, India cannot be allowed to use the
issue of LoC infiltrations to increase its
military repression in Occupied Kashmir.
So far, India has taken Pakistan’s flexibility
and accommodation as a sign of Pakistani
weakness and has used the opportunity to
increase the military ante within Occupied
Kashmir — reflected in the mysterious at-
tack on the army barracks in Jammu (past
record shows that such incidences, when
investigated properly, always reveal the
hand of Indian security forces and rene-
gade militant groups subsidised by India),

i3

the killing of Ghani Lone and the arrest of
the APHC leadership — first Yasin Malik
and now Syed Ali Shah Geelani and his
family members including two of his sons-
in-law, one of whom is a journalist based
in New Delhi. If there is to be a durable
peace, it will have to begin with a resump-
tion of dialogue between Pakistan and In-
dia in order to find a peaceful and just
solution to the Kashmir conflict. As for the
tactical point scoring “concessions” com-
ing out from India, they can only be reci-
procated by similar tactical moves by
Pakistan. Reciprocity and the quid pro qu-
os must be specific and balanced so that
neither side feels it has the aggressive ad-
vantage. Anything else will only sustain the
regional instability well into the foresee-
able future.”

The tone of the Urdu newspapers is
shriller. Daily Jang has no problem with
New Delhi’s projection of the decision on
overflights but would not like to attach too
great a significance to it (“this is a good
step, but it is no obligation to Pakistan be-
cause the initial step was wrong'... In its
editorial comment, it sees the ruling
NDA’s decision to nominate a Muslim —
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam — for the Presidency as
a bid to mislead the world community. “In
the past, too, India appointed Muslims for
Presidency and ambassadorial posts. This
is intended to assure the world that India
stands for human rights and fundamental
equality”. As far India’s response (the
overflights decision) to Pakistan’s positive
stand (against terrorism) it says: “This does
not satisfy the masses in Pakistan and in
Kashmir. The basic issue is restoration of
the right of self-determination of the Kash-
miris. Likewise, it is essential that India
withdraws its forces from the border, so as
to remove the danger of a clash.” Then
follow references to India's policy of “ma-
noeuvres and repression”’,

An editorial page article in Nawai-Wagqt,
striking a cynical note, says that “symbolic
and cosmetic steps are neither related to
the Kashmir problem nor could lay the
foundation for normal relations between
India and Pakistan.”

According to it, “Big Powers want Pakis-
tan to take permanent steps so as to put an
end to Jehad in Jammu and Kashmir for all
time to come but expect from India only
cosmetic steps”’,
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/\A‘"\ o\° ON A POSITIVE TRAIL s

INDIA HAS STRUCK a note of caution even while
responding positively to Pakistan’s latest pledge of
ending all terrorist incursions into Jammu and
Kashmir. However, New Delhi’s guardedness does
not seem to diminish the emerging potential for
an eventual rapprochement between India and
Pakistan. A specific measure announced by New
Delhi, in the first response to Islamabad’s new
commitment as relayed by the United States, is the
removal of the ban on access to India’s airspace by
Pakistan for purposes of overflights by its com-
mercial aircraft. The initiative, which marks the
reversal of one aspect of India’s “coercive diplo-
macy” aimed at making Pakistan give up anti-In-
dia terror as an instrument of foreign policy, bears
the hallmark of a half-step in reality. New Delhi
had given effect to a high-risk policy of “coercive
diplomacy”, inclusive of a dramatic mobilisation
of India’s military forces along the border with
Pakistan, in the wake of the terrorist strike against
Parliament House on December 13 last year. Now,
even while lifting the restrictions on overflights by
commercial aircraft, New Delhi has indicated hes-
itation in allowing the resumption of the suspend-
ed air services to India by the Pakistani civil
aviation authorities. If this smacks of some nig-
gardliness, an ostensible argument in defence of
New Delhi’s action is that overflights will constitu-
te a lower degree of direct contacts with Pakistan
than that evident in a chart of regular flights to and
from New Delhi. This will show that any diplomat-
ic dialectics of such mundane detail does not mea-
sure up as the stuff of a high gesture. On balance
though, given other signals from New Delhi, it is a
welcome sign that India may hit a positive trail
towards the de-escalation of the phenomenally
high tensions in its relationship with Pakistan.
Of all the different dimensions of New Delhi’s
“coercive diplomacy” as regards Islamabad, In-
dia’s military build-up in a strike-threatening pos-
ture on the frontier with Pakistan has remained a

\

matter of utmost concern to the global communi-
ty, especially the U.S. and other major powers.
Seen in this perspective, India may have signalled

- its willingness to scale down the temperature from

a truly boiling point by indicating that a fleet of
warships, which had been recently moved towards
Pakistan’s maritime border, is being de-alerted
and withdrawn from the scene. A move of this
modest but meaningful magnitude is important to
the international community in the present cir-
cumstances. Pakistan’s new anti-terror assurances
in regard to India seem to have already deflected
the attention of the major powers away from the
earlier international discourse on how far New
Delhi was justified in choosing “coercive diploma-
cy” to deal with Islamabad in the present global
climate of opinion against political terrorism. It is
this aspect of the India-Pakistan standoff that New
Delhi should keep in focus as it seeks to verify Isla-
mabad’s new pledges of responsible
neighbourliness.

India’s diplomatic challenges of this order are
certainly complicated by Pakistan’s refusal to see
India’s latest gestures in a spirit that befits the
process of an emotionally surcharged de-escala-
tion of tensions on the bilateral front. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, is reported to have
been less than enthusiastic in his response to New
Delhi’s conciliatory gesture about civil aviation.
Unhelpful to the process of bilateral reconciliation
will be the tendency by Pakistan to see any of New
Delhi’'s moves towards the de-escalation of ten-
sions as a make-believe Indian rope-trick. While
Gen. Musharraf may say that he wishes to see a
quick forward-movement towards a state of total
de-alert on both sides of the border and a dialogue,
there is no room for a quick-fix either. New Delhi,
for its part, should recognise that it is no flight of
fancy to try and restore the people-to-people con-
tacts between the two countries as quickly as

possible. E
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‘RUMSFELD FOR MORE RECIPROCAL ACTIONS?

WTW

BaII in Pak “court: India

\f}« ByC Raja Mohan \XQ ‘

NEW DELHI, JUNE 11. Further steps
by thg Government to scale
down i¥s military posture on the
western borders are linked to
“tangible and measurable” pro-
gress in dismantling the infras-
tructure of terrorism on
Pakistan’s soil, well-placed Gov-
ernment sources say.

In the talks with the visiting
United States Defence Secreta-
ry, Donald Rumsfeld, tomor-
row, the Indian leaders are
expected to emphasise the im-
portance of “a permanent, irre-
versible and comprehensive”

| attack on the sources of terror-
“ism in Pakistan,

Mr. Rumsfeld, who arrived
here this evening on a crucial
mission to avert the danger of a
war in the subcontinent, has de-
cided to extend his stay in the
capital till late evening. He
hopes to move New Delhi and
Islamabad towards a series of
reciprocal actions — Pakistan
should crack down on cross-
border terrorism and India
should de-escalate the military
confrontation. Pakistan has
pledged to end cross-border in-
filtration on a permanent basis
and India responded with a set
of diplomatic and military steps
on Monday.

Mr. Rumsfeld would want to
convert this initial positive
movement into a virtuous cycle
of mutually reinforcing actions
that will reduce tensions and
create the conditions for a polit-
ical dialogue. It is in that con-
text that there is talk of the
international community seek-
ing additional steps from India
to ease military tensions. These

could includesa reduction in the
alert sMhe Army and the

-withdrawal of offensive forces,
such as aircraft and tank forma-
tions, from forward positions
near the International Border
with Pakistan. But India be-
lieves, for now the ball is in Pa-
kistan’s court. In the talks with
Mr. Rumsfeld, India is likely to
reaffirm its “deep appreciation”
of the efforts of the Bush admin-
istration to foster peace in the
subcontinent.

The Foreign Office spokeswo-
man said today that ""India val-
ues the inputs from the United
States’ in assessing the situa-
tion on the ground with Pakis-

Warshnps

called back

| NEW DELHI, JUNE 11, Indian
- warships today began mov-
- ing away from near the Pa-
. kistan. ‘shoreline in the !
- northern Arabian Sea, a Na-
. val spokesman said. :
. The Kashin-class missile .

destroyers, Godavari and
. Delhi-class multi-purpose |
. frigates as well as missile
. corvettes are expected to be
' back at their bases near

Mumbai within two days. — |

PTI

tan. At the same time, India is
likely to underline four impor-
tant concerns to Mr. Rumsfeld
on the question of de-escalating
the military confrontation with
Pakistan.

First, cross-border infiltra-
tion, which - has noticeably
come down over the last two
weeks, must become a perma-
nent feature as the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
has pledged to the U.S.

Second, Gen. Musharraf

must not be given the impres-
sion that he can get away by
dealing with just one element of
cross-border terrorism — infil-
tration. India wants Washing-
ton to sustain pressure on him
to disband the training camps
for terrorists and the sources of
their financing.

Third, the proposed Assemb-
ly elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir this autumn will be a
fundamental test of Gen. Mush-
arraf’s sincerity in abandoning
terrorism as an instrument of
state policy. Will Pakistan avoid
the temptation of disrupting the
elections in Kashmir through vi-
olence and create conditions for
a political reconciliation within
the State?

Fourth, India would want as-
surances from the U.S. that it
would not turn its back on the
sources of terrorism in Pakistan,
once the threat of war in the
subcontinent recedes as India
takes de-escalation measures.

The Foreign Office today dis-
missed once again the specula-
tion that Mr. Rumsfeld is
coming here with a proposal for
an Anglo-American airborne
monitoring force on the Line of
Control. Both the U.S. and the
U.K. have apparently informed
India that there is no such
proposal.

Mr. Rumsfeld will start to-
morrow with a breakfast en-
gagement with the National
Security Adviser, Brajesh Mis-
hra, and move on to consulta-
tions with the External Affairs
Minister, the Union Home Min-
ister, and the Defence Minister.
After calling on the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, he
will leave for Pakistan.

Musharraf wants
more steps: Page 11




/Pak threat over
Indus water treaty

ISLAMABAD, June 11. — Pakistan has once again threatengd to
invoke a clause in the Indus Water Treaty, which calls\ for
examination by neutral experts to verify its objections over the
construction of the hydro electric project over the Chenab river in
Jammu and Kashmir, and has given India three months to comply.

"Pakistani side offers India to resolve the difference about

l

Baglihar Hydroelectric Project (BHP) within three months.

Otherwise, Pakistan will be justified in referring the matter to the
Neutral Expert for resolution under Article IX (2)(a) of the 1960
Indus Water Treaty", an official statement released here late last
night said. Pakistan's stand was conveyed to India during the Annual
Meeting of Permanent Indus Commission held between both the
countries from May 28 to June 1, at New Delhi, it said.

For a while Pakistan has been raising objections over the
construction of the 450- MW Baglihar power project on the Chenab
and Kishanganga Hydroelectric project on Jhelum by India.

Kishanganga Project will be further discussed in the next PIC
meeting in Islamabad next year, it said. The timing of yesterday's
statement was intriguing. Though the indus Commission meeting
concluded on June 1, the statement issued last night coincided with
the announcement by India to begin the process of de-escalation by
removing the ban on Pakistan flights using Indian airspace.

Meanwhile, the chief of the Pakistan Air Force has alleged that
the Indian Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV), shot down by Pakistan
fighter jets two days ago inside Pakistan territory, was an Israeli 'spy’
plane launched and operated by Israelis from India. The 'spy' plane
was being operated by Israclis and had manufacturing signatures of

Israel Aircraft Industries, he alleged. //
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+"India to lift ban on

"o overflights to Pak. ..

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 10. Responding
positively to the visible decline
in terrorist infiltration from
across the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir over the
last two weeks, India today took
the first steps towards easing
the six-month-long standoff
with Pakistan.

The calibrated reaction by
the Government today involved
decisions to reopen its skies to
the overflight of Pakistani air-
craft, identify a new envoy to Is-
lamabad and order some naval
ships in the Arabian Sea to their
home bases.

The key decision on the naval
front is designed to reflect In-
dia’s readiness to reduce the
military tensions with Pakistan
“in tandem with Islamabad’s
progress on ending cross-bor-
der terrorism”, well-placed
sources here say.

The Government does not ex-
pect to announce more actions
towards de-escalation in the
immediate future.

“India will consider addition-
al steps only when Pakistan
moves further down the road
towards dismantling the infras-
tructure of cross-border terror-
ism,” the sources add.

During his visit to the region
last week, the U.S. Deputy Sec-
retary of State, Richard Armit-
age, had conveyed the pledge
from Gen. Musharraf to end
cross-border infiltration on a
permanent basis. In return, In-
dia had agreed to respond “ap-
propriately” when the Pakistani
pledges were implemented.

The formal announcement
by the Government today relat-
ed only to the lifting of the over-
flight ban that was imposed in
January following the Decem-
ber 13 attack on Parliament.

The spokesperson of the For-
eign Office clarified that the de-
cision did not involve the
restoration of air links between

the two countries. Direct flights
between Indian cities and those
in Pakistan would have to wait
for a little longer.

India has also identified a se-
nior foreign service officer,
Harsh Bhasin, as its new High
Commissioner to Pakistan. Mr.
Bhasin is already in the capital
and preparing for his assign-
ment.

It may be recalled that the en-
voy to Pakistan, Vijay Nambiar,
was recalled on December 21.
Sources in the Government say
the decision for the moment is
only about “selecting” the en-
voy and the process of sending
him to Islamabad has not yet
been initiated.

India is carefully choosing its
move so as to ensure that the
diplomatic and military de-es-
calation is incremental and in
proportion to the progress in
Pakistan on controlling cross-
border terrorism.

The decisions on lifting the
overflight ban and the selection
of the envoy were officially
communciated to the Acting
High Commissioner of Pakis-
tan, Jaleel Abbas Jilani, who was
called to the Foreign Office this
afternoon.

The decisions come a day be-

Rumsfeld to propose
~airborne monitors

' LONDON, JUNE 10. The United States is likely to propose deploy-

) _ment of a helicopter-borne international
} monitoring force to monitor any infiltra-
tion of militants into Kashmir, a report
today said here.

The proposed plan will be put forth by
the U.S. Defence Secretary, Donald
§ Rumsfeld, during his visit to Islamabad
and New Delhi this week, The Times re-

ported.

matter, — PTI

fore the U.S. Defence Secretary,
Donald Rumsfeld, arrives in In-
dia. Diplomatic sources say the
actions were expected and in
“the right direction”. They par-
ticularly welcome the decision
to pull back some of the naval
ships massed in the Arabian Sea
after December 13 and rein-
forced since May 14.

The decision on the naval
front was not formally an-
nounced by the Government to-
day but informed sources say
orders have already been issued
to the Navy.

Mr. Rumsfeld might want to
explore the Government's read-
iness to further ease the offen-
sive posture of the Indian
armed forces by reducing their
alert status and pulling back the
tank forces away from the
border.

Pakistan too will be keen on
seeing more Indian steps on the
border, but New Delhi appears
reluctant to go fusther down the
road until there is evidence of
additional steps from Pakistan,
sources here say.

India is concerned that new
acts of terrorism in Kashmir
could undermine the domestic
political support to a process of
military de-escalation with Pa-

The idea has been welcomed by Pakistan, but India re-
mains opposed to any “internationalisation” of an internal

kistan. :
Mr. Rumsfeld will have a full
round of consultations with In-
dian leaders on Wednesday i
morning before leaving for Pa-
kistan in the afternoon. :
The British Foreign Secretary, .
Jack Straw, today called the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Jaswant .
Singh, over phone. Mr. Singh
informed his counterpart of the '
Indian decision to de-escalate.
The two sides agreed that Is-
lamabad must do more to instil
a sense of confidence in New
Delhi, and Mr. Straw said Bri-
tain would continue to press
Pakistan to fulfil its internation-
al obligations to eliminate the
sources of terrorism on its soil.

Response after
notification,
says Pak.

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 10. Pakistan
has reacted cautiously to India’s
decision to allow its aircraft to
overfly Indian air space, saying
the announcement was a step
in the desired direction but
more was needed to be done to
de-escalate the tension.

“Since the ban was imposed
by India unilaterally and Pakis-
tan had only responded, we will
consider similar action once the
decision is notified to Pakistan
officially,”” a Foreign Ministry
official said.

A senior Government spokes-
man accompanying the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez
Musharraf, on a trip to the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates also said a full
response would come after the
official notification.

“These steps were taken by '
India unilaterally and Pakistan
did not ask them to stop the
overflights. =~ |

They did it on their own and -
if they are restoring it now, it is |
their own decision. We have to '
look at things in totality,” he -
told AFP by telephone. ‘

More reports on Pa}u i
|




Tndia allows
Pak flights in

first peace

() v\’
HT Correspondent
New Delhi, June 10

IN THE first public move to de-
fuse the India-Pakistan crisis,
New Delhi on Monday lifted the
ban on Pakistani commercial
flights through Indian airspace.
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Nirupama Rao, announcing the
move, said it was "not a small
step”.

More discreetly, New Delhi
also ordered some naval units
patrolling off the coast of Pak-
istan to returp to their stations
in the Bay of Bengal. It also for-
malised a decision to appoint
Harsh Bhasin the next high com-
missioner to Pakistan.

A Pakistani Foreign Ministry
spokesman welcomed the end of
the overflight ban as a step in the
right direction, but said "a lot
more needs to be done".

These measures were ad-
judged the minimum India could
do in response to last week's
pledge by Pakistani President
General Pervez Musharraf to
bring a permanent end to infil-
tration. Infiltration seems to
have dropped off since May 27,
but New Delhi feels it needs a
three-week period to make a def-
inite assessment. "There are
some indications of a fall in in-
filtration although no final con-
clusion can be made," Rao said.

The Government is unsure
whether Musharraf will keep
his word. To ensure he does, New
Delhi needs to preserve both the
credibility of its military threats
and Western diplomatic pres-
sure on Pakistan. As the West
wants to reduce military ten-
sions, the two objectives are
partly contradictory.

India also wished to make
sure its response to Musharraf’s

ste
&y

Crisis not over }ét

e The two armies wil' remain
eyeball-to-eyeball for five
months

#Western pressure on Pak
could slacken and lead
Musharraf to renege

#Major terrorist strike could
wreck diplomatic de-escala-
tion moves. An estimated 30
per cent jehadis are outside
Musharraf’s control

pledge was not too closely linked
to US Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld's South Asia visit.
With Rumsfeld arriving in New
Delhi on Tuesday night, it was
felt necessary to make the peace
gesture the day before.

. Lifting the overflight ban sig-
nals a willingness to roll back
the diplomatic sanctions im-
posed last December. This is nec-
essary if India wants to keep the
West on its side.

India would have indicated a
readiness to exchange high com-
missioners as well. South Block
ruled this out after Pakistan's
brutal assault on an Indian
diplomat. India will merely con-
firm that Bhasin will be given
the post.

Deciding on a signal on mili-
tary de-escalation was particu-
larly sensitive. India wants to
sustain its mobilisation until the
Kashmir polls in October. Send-
ing off the ships was the best way

‘to indicate to Pakistan that India

was prepared to pull back with-
out materially reducing the fire-
power amassed against Pakistan.

/

More reports on Page 7
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Pervez Musharraf, to stop permanently the en-

"demic terrorist incursions into India has un-

deniably created an opening for serious
bilateral efforts towards sustainable peace. By
losing no time in welcoming this initiative from
Pakistan as relayed by the United States, India
has certainly signalled its willingness to seize
the new moment of delicate hope. Significant,
too, is the assurance to the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, from the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh, that New Delhi intends
to “respond appropriately and positively” to
Gen. Musharraf’s “forward” step “in the right
direction”. Encouraging are the growing signs
that India and Pakistan may now be able to
de-escalate their tensions and avert a horrific
war. Yet, a lasting breakthrough towards peace
and stability on the India-Pakistan front is pos-
sible only through a spirit of conciliation and a
high degree of sensitivity towards each other’s
emotive feelings. Viewed in this perspective, the
dramatic emergence of the U.S. as the influen-
tial backstage interlocutor on matters of purely
bilateral interest to India and Pakistan is indica-
tive of an evolving reality with deep implica-
tions for the strategic autonomy of both these
South Asian states. Even now, while New Delhi
might wish to claim success for its own “co-
ercive diplomacy”, it appears that New Delhi
and Islamabad are responding to the coercive
diplomacy of the U.S.-led group of major pow-
ers which have asked their diplomats and citi-
zens to leave India and Pakistan.

On balance, though, it will be disastrous if

‘India and Pakistan fritter away the space that

Gen. Musharraf's latest gesture seems to have
‘made possible for an upturn in their ties. Given
the parlous state of the India-Pakistan relation-
ship at this stage, the unfolding diplomatic in-
tervention by the U.S. has only gained
momentum, almost inexorably. India’s foreign
policy establishment cannot, however, ignore

TV
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" SEIZE THE NEW MOMENT \{\6

THE ASSURANCE BY the Pakistan President,

the depth of the Pakistan Presidengs strategic
partnership with Washington in thg current
U.S.-led global campaign against terrorism. The
goodwill that exists between the U.S. and Gen.
Musharraf is the defining factor that underpins
the credibility of his full-fledged commitment to
eliminate cross-border terrorism of the kind that
has played havoc in India in recent years. In a
larger perspective, the outcome of the visit to
Islamabad and New Delhi at this time by the
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armit-
age, has helped sustain the incipient signs of a
thaw beneath the surface of what has so far been
a glacially slow movement towards an India-
Pakistan rapprochement. Not fully explained are
the circumstances shrouding India’s loss of an
unmanned 'spy plane’ in Pakistan’s airspace at
this time. New Delhi will do well to refrain from
actions that may be seen as provocative and
may dismay the international community.
With Mr. Armitage having demonstrated the
efficacy of America’s diplomatic leverage with
Pakistan at this juncture, India will inevitably
face the daunting task of retaining its emphasis
on dealing with Pakistan on a purely bilateral
basis. Mr. Armitage has discussed with the Indi-
an leaders various “possibilities and modalities”
to monitor the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir in the wake of Gen. Musharraf’s
plenary pledge to end terrorist infiltration into
India on a verifiable basis. There are no signs of
Pakistan being convinced that a joint-patrolling
of the LoC by the forces belonging to the two
countries can be a problem-solving mechanism
and also a confidence-building measure. To
make joint patrolling attractive to Pakistan, In-
dia may also have to recognise the urgency of an

" agreed military de-escalation along either side of

their border. India’s objectives in this regard
should be twofold: a credible and fair election in
Jammu and Kashmir and the settlement of the
Kashmir dispute with Pakistay solely in a bilat-
eral framework.
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/ Chances of war minimal, ~
T ob SAYS Musharraf

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 9. Yakistan's
President, Pervez Musharraf,
has said that the Kashmir “dis-
pute” remained an obstacle to
peace and India’s tough stand
was aimed at “creating the ef-
fects of war on us”.

India wants “to prevent us
from our stand on Kashmir and
to suppress the Kashmiri peo-
ple’s struggle”, he said here in
an interview with Malaysia’s
New Sunday Times, published
today. “The Kashmiri people
don’t want the election (in Sep-
tember) because Kashmir is not
a part of India,” Gen. Musharraf
said.

However, toeing the line put
forth before the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Richard Ar-
mitage, he said, “I think the
chance of war is minimal. The

threat (of war) in the last four or
five days has diminished.” The
solution lay in “recognising
Kashmir as the central core is-
sue between India and Pakistan
which has bedevilled relations
between the two countries”. “It
is ridiculous that they say there
are other issues. What other is-
sues are they talking about?
This is the dispute.”

Policy change on
Kashmir?

Gen. Musharraf was planning
to announce a “dramatic policy
change” on Kashmir on behalf
of the Army and the United Ji-
had Council in his address to
the nation on May 27 but re-
tracted from doing so at the last
minute due to the apprehen-

1y \f ’)(‘D?

sions of the ‘jehadis’, according ‘
to reports from Dubai.

Until hours before the |
speech, he was p01sed to an-
nounce a ceasefire in Kashmir
and had met leaders of the Pa- |
kistan chapter of the All-Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
and militants to inform them
about his intentions, Gulf News
has reported.

Syed Salahuddin of the Hizb-
ul Mujahideen led the militants
at the meeting, where represen-
tatives of the Badr-ul Mujahi-
deen, the Hizb-ul Momineen
and the Jamiat-ul Mujahideen
were also present. Angry scenes
took place during the meeting
as the militant leaders accused
Pakistan of “trying to dump us
like the Taliban”, the report
said. — UNI
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~ New strategies for oléfproblems

very action that India takes in

the coming days and weeks

should be addressed to its effect

on the entire political spectrum

both at home and abroad. We disapprove
of any misuse of the prescriptology for
expression of aggressive attitudes and
urges. We are clear and unambiguous in
refusing to divert the political and moral
resources of our society towards mak-

" ing India another “rogue state”, or to un-
dermine the foundations of “democratic
peace”. We do not glorify war, and we re-
gard it as axiomatic that the designers of
Indian foreign and defence policies have
to work for establishing peace and a just
world order. The thesis developed in this
article is that Pakistan can be turned
around by an optimum combination of

- force and diplomacy.
India’s relationship with the Pak-
istan army and the Inter-Services Intelli-
- gence is at a turning point. India has spe-
cific aims in dealing with Pakistan’s con-
" tinued support of insurgency after Per-
vez Musharraf’s January 12 speech,
" where he promised to rein in Pakistan-
' sponsored insurgency vis-a-vis
India, and it will take skilled use of
military pressure as well as diplomacy
“to turn Musharraf and company
around in their thinking and behaviour.
India’s aim is not to destroy Pakistan or
to acquire its territory, nor to conquer it
and to bring 100 million unhappy
Pakistanis under Indian domination.
The aim is specific — to hold Musharraf
to his promise to clamp down on terror-
ists in Kashmir and in other parts of
India.

If Musharraf is unwilling or unable
tomanage his militants, mullahs and the
ISI handlers of the militants, then India
may have to complete the job for him,
and with the United States of America’s

" help clean out the neighbourhood of al
Qaida network as well. The purpose is
morally and strategically justified al-

" though the military challenge is a big
one. The situation is both high risk and

- high impact in the sense that the costs to

" India of inaction now are greater than
the costs of a strategy of controlled esca-

t lation against Pakistan. Musharraf is

' now displaying the characteristics of
Yasser Arafat. Like Arafat, Musharraf

- has not kept his promise to clamp down
on terrorism. In both cases, the Bush ad-
ministration has publicly expressed its
disappointment with the two leaders.
Like the Palestinian Authority, Mushar-
raf’s Pakistan too needs serious internal
reforms, accountability, and transparen-
cy régarding the work of the secret serv-
ices. So the choice is stark. Will Mushar-

-raf stop grandstanding and check ter-
rorism or will outside forces have to act
to clean Pakistan of the terrorist ele-
ments? It is unclear if Musharraf is
reading the international signals clearly
or if the issue will neeq tabe taken to the
battlefield.

' hat is the nature of the prob-
: \’\ / lem and the nature and the in-
' terests of the players in the
current Indo-Pakistan situation ? These
must be clearly understood so that
. India’s military and diplomatic strategy

has a precise focus and there is both

M.L. Sondhi is co-chairperson, Centre
for the Study of National Security,
Jawaharlal Nehru University

Ashok Kapur is chairman, department
of political science, University of
Waterloo, Canada

Pakistan could be made to turn around, think \C

k

M.L. Sondhi and Ashok Kapur, by the correct
combination of force and diplomacy

Some of the key players

skilled use as well as skilled non-use of
coercive diplomacy to turn Pakistan
around to the path of peaceful change. In
all there are five players who are in-
volved. The thinking and policy of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and the Indian govern-
ment is the easiest to understand. The
emerging Indian view at the level of both
state and society is that Pakistanis do
not have to like Indians or even have
friendly relations, but cross-border ter-
rorism must end so that elections in
Kashmir can be conducted peacefully
and the killing of innocent civilians is
stopped. Although Vajpayee and his gov-
ernment have been under intense inter-
nal pressure to fight Pakistan militarily,
they have resisted the pressure so far.
But there is a sea change in Indian pub-
lic opinion which now says “enough is
enough”. Now there is a consensus in In-
dian party politics as well as in the
thinking of the armed forces about the
need to put a stop to terrorism. This is
why Vajpayee has not declared war on
Pakistan but will not withdraw Indian
forces from Pakistan’s borders; and has
increased the pressure by the deploy-
ment of naval forces off Karachi.
Musharraf and his military col-
leagues form the second group of key
players. Musharraf can manage the top
generals of the army and the ISImachin-
ery, but he lacks links with the ISI rank
and file and with the local IST command-
ers who have the ability to sneak in mili-
tants into Kashmir and other parts of
India. Note that the ISI handlers of the
militants have links with the terror net-
works which extend from al Qaida in the
Pakistan-Afghanistan sector to Kashmir

but Musharraf and his colleagues do -

not. For instance, Musharraf did not au-

- thorize the December 13 attack on Par-

liament. The ISI-managed terror net-
work neither wants an Indo-Pakistan
deal, nor does it want the US-Pakistan
militaries to neutralize the al Qaida net-
work in the North West Frontier
Province. This network has repeatedly
escalated militancy in Kashmir and in
India when there is a senior US official

visiting the region, when Kashmir elec-
tions are announced, and when India-
Pakistan diplomatic deals are under con-
sideration. The militants do not want
elections in Kashmir because they are
not willing to take the test at the ballot
box. (The Islamic parties are also not
successful in winning elections in Pak-
istan). The rhetoric about free elections
in Kashmir coming from the Pakistan
army and the militants is ironic because
Pakistan’s military regime has made
nonsense of democracy in Pakistan and
the militants have a vested interest in
continuing with militancy.

China is the third major player. It has
injected itself into Pakistani military
thinking and diplomacy because its
links with Pakistan give it a leverage
with India, or so Beijing thinks. Recent-
ly, China inserted itself in the Indo-Pak
confrontation by offering support to
Pakistan. This could mean a vague
promise as in the case of the 1965 and the
1971 wars, or it could be a promise of
more arms supplies, or an otfer of mili-
tary action in the Himalayas, or there
could be a Chinese nuclear guarantee to
Pakistan. A Chinese nuclear guarantee
would be an interesting gesture because
it could imply that Pakistan cannot be
expected to fight with its nuclear arsenal
despite its publicized missile tests. It
could also be an empty gesture because
India’s no-first-strike policy would rule
out Indian initiation of a nuclear ex-
change. China has a spoiler’s role. It is
not in its interest to have a bilateral Indo-
Pakistan deal (which would minimize its
leverage vis-a-vis India through Pak-
istan). Continued militancy in Kashmir
also suits China because it keeps India
off balance.

The fourth player, the US, is now seri-
ously engaged in the region because the
issue of nuclear war attracts its atten-
tion, and because there is a convergence
in American and Indian thinking that
Musharraf is not serious either about
weeding out al Qaida or about checking
Kashmiri terrorism. Now that al Qaida
operatives are active in the Afghanistan-

3
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Pakistan border and in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir, there is a stronger conver-
gence of interest between the US and
India to deal with the problem collective-
ly rather than to treaf them as two sepa-
rate military theatres. America is now
helping manage the Indo-Pak confronta-
tion by staying engaged, by urging both
sides to avoid war, by publicly recogniz-
ing the Indian case against Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism, by strengthening
Indian military capacity through a sup-
ply of modern equipment.

he US wants a negotiated Indo-
Pak settlement which neither the

ISI, nor the militants nor China,
want. The role of the United Kingdom is
somewhat ambivalent on the Kashmir
issue. British sympathies are with their
Pakistani and Kashmiri constituents,
who contribute handsomely to the
Labour Party, and historically, UK has
shown dedication to the two-nation theo-
ry. But to maintain its special position
with the US, it is also opposed to interna-
tional terrorism. British foreign secre-
tary, Jack Straw, was assertive in his op-
position to terrorism in Kashmir and
recognizes that Pakistan must do much
more to end it.

Finally, Koft Annan is the fifth player.
Herecites the old mantra about restraint
but he is as irrelevant to the present situ-
ation as the United Nations military ob-
servers are to the line of control. The sit-
uation in the subcontinent has three cen-
tres of gravity. The first one is the Pak-
istan-Afghanistan border, which har-
bours the al Qaida network. This is a
point of friction between American and
al Qaida forces, and between America
and Musharraf, whose cooperation is
less than complete.

The second centre of gravity is Kash-
mir, where the friction is between Indian
and Pakistani forces as well as between
American and Pakistani diplomacy.
Here, the US has tilted towards India and
there is a clear understanding of Indian
compulsions and aims. These two cen-
tres have now come together because of
the penetration of al Qaida agents into
Kashmir and because the Pakistan gov-
ernment harbours them in PoK.

The third centre of gravity is within
the Pakistani power structure and the
decision-making loop. This concerns the
faultline between Musharraf and his
colleagues on the one hand (who claim to
oppose terrorism) and the ISI handlers
of the militants and the Islamic groups
and their supporters in the junior ranks
of the Pakistan army (who promote ter-
rorism and Kashmiri liberation).

all three centres of gravity through

concerted military and diplomatic
communications. India also has other
options. A naval blockade of Karachi
could injure Pakistan’s economy and it
is doubtful if China can supply Pakistan
with the goods it needs. (China could not
do this with Nepal when India banned
trade with Nepal). But unless the Pak-
istani military and intelligence machin-
ery recognizes that the costs of support-
ing terrorism outweigh the costs of end-
ing it, a change in the three centres of
gravity is not possible. The central aim
of Indian military and diplomatic strate-
gy or Indian coercive diplomacy now is
to significantly alter the matrix of Pak-
istani calculations so that they favour in-
ternal development and internal re-

forms within Pakistan which is in the _
country’s best long term interest. /

I ndia and the US now need to manage



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, June 8. — Eco-
nomic sanctions should be
imposed on Pakistan if inter-
national pressure fails to de-
ter it from continuing with
cross border terrorism, Dr
Farcoq Abdullah said. In an
interview to Al-Jazeera tele-
vision in Srinagar, he said:
“War is not a solution to the
problem (infiltration), but
the patience of Indians
should not be tested.”

Pakistan, he said, has add-
ed a new dimension to ter-
rorism by targeting minori-
ties in the mountains to flare
up communal violence in
rest of the country.

He said India always stood
for peace and hoped that
Pakistan will help in creating
a situation to avert war. “B-
ut, if Islamabad goes ahead
in its machinations, what op-
tion is left with Delhi,” he
said, asserting that India

~+Farooq for econcmic,,
".7sanctions against Pak |

Kazak ultra attemps suicide

JAMMU June 8. — A Kazak mercenaryodged in Udham-
‘pur district jail attempted to commit suicle yeste:

adir broke an electricity bulb in hiccell and stabbed
with it on his abdomen and chest. Je was rushed to

rday. Ab-

a hospltal where his condition is stated to btcnhcal —~ 8BNS

would then be forced to de-
stroy terrorist camps in PoK.

On the USA’s efforts to
ease the current Indo-Pak
tension, Dr Abdullah said
the USA is concerned since
its troops are stationed in
Pakistan and they would
suffer in the event of an In-
do-Pak conflict. The USA’s
focus would be naturally on
finishing Al-Qaida and Tali-
ban cadre.

He supported the defence
minister’s assertions that if
Islamabad uses nuclear wea-
pouns, Pakistan will perish in
retaliatory attacks.

He rejected the suggestion
to ban the Hurriyat and said

“democracy ir India guaran-
tees freedom »f expression”.
Omar: The Nstional Confer- -
ence’s general secretary,
Shiekh Nazir, today said Mr -
Omar Abdullah would be
elected as the party presi-
dent on 23 June.

VDCs killed: Four members
of a village defence commitiee
were killed when terrorists at-
tacked Dhilloo in Udhampur
district last night. Two civil-
ians were killed in Poonch dis-
trict in Pakistani shelling. Pak
troops also targetted Sawjian,
Gajrian and Poonch town with
mortar shells and machine
gun fire. Exchange of fire was
reported from Hiranagar.




STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 4 v trusion ... by the unmanned Indi-

NEW DELHI, June 8. — The
Pakistani Air Force shot down an
Indian unmanned aerial vehicle
south-south-west of Lahore,
about 20 km inside Pakistani
territory, late last night.

The defence ministry said
the UAV belonged to the IAF
and “control and contact
with it had been lost.” It said
in a statement: “One UAV
lost contact around 2300 j
hours on 7 June and is be-
lieved to have fallen down M
within 20 km south-south §
west of Lahore”.

The ministry maintained §
that use of such drones in the }3
current state of deployment
of armed forces was a “rou-
tine feature”.

In Islamabad, a defence
ministry statement said:
“The Indian aerial vehicle i
was on a reconnaissance and [
spying mission when it viola- |
ted Pakistani air space” and §&
claimed Pakistani Air Force
had shot down the drone.

Government spokesperson
Maj-Gen Rashid Qureshi
said the incident highlighted
India’s “disregard for inter-
national norms.”

He said the UAV landed on the
Raiwand-Kasur road, at Raja
Jang near Dogran Kalan village
in Punjab. Alleging that India
had violated Pakistani air space,

he said, “the proof of it is the in--

an spy plane

Pakistani Army reached the
spot soon after the incident and
cordoned off the area around the
charred plane. There were no re-

Pakistani securitymen inspect the
UAV’s wreckage at Raja Jang. — AFP

ports of casualties. Defence offi-
cials said the plane was equipped
with an Israeli-made camera.
Pakistan has summoned the
Indian High Commission’s first
secretary following the incident.
Pakistan foreign minister Mr
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-~ Drone was on spying mission, claims Pakistan

Indian UAV shot
down near Lahore

Abdul Sattar said that responsi-

ble states must be careful not to

provoke an escalation of tension.
“Pakistan continues to exer-

cise restraint and responsibil-

ity in order to prevent any ag-
gravation of the situation,”
he said, adding “penetra-
tion.of the Indian plane in-
to our airspace can only
enhance the dangers exist-
ing in the presence of
forces on both sides of the
Line of Control.”

The plane was shot down a
few hours after the US depu-
ty secretary of state, Mr Ri-
chard Armitage, said ten-
sions between India and

- Pakistan were a bit down.
UAVs — small planes with
cameras in them which
transmit photographs — are
used by both India and Paki-
stan for surveillance.This al-
lows one to know what the
preparations are on the oth-
er side without much dam-
age. The UAVs are harder to
shoot down and are compa-
ratively more “expendable”
as no pilots are involved.
In the past, several Pakis-
tani UAVs have intruded in-
to Indian airspace, some-
times flying at surprisingly high
altitudes in Jammu and Kash-
mir. India has shot down a couple
of such UAVs in the recent past.

India has two kinds of UAVs,
the Israeli Heron the Ameri-

can Searcher.
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New Delhi may

Times News NETWORK & AGENClesc\

Tallinn\New Delhi: India is consid-
ering returning some of its diplo-
mats to Pakistan and making some
“military gestures” to lessen nuclear
tensions between the two countries,
deputy secretary of state Richard Ar-
mitage said on Saturday. “It’s quite
clear that there will be some actions
on the part of India responding to
the messages I brought” from Pak-
istan, said the US. State Depart-
ment’s no. 2 official upon his arrival
in the Baltic capital of Estonia on
Saturday after talks in India.

The Indian government told Mr
Armitage that it reserved the right to
decide on the nature and timing of
the reciprocatory steps to be taken
and that diplomatic normalisation
was likely to precede military de-es-
calation.

Defence secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld, attending a meeting with
Baltic and Nordic defence ministers,
planned to consult with Mr Ar-
mitage before deciding when to trav-
el to India and Pakistan to continue
efforts at averting war. “It’s quite
clear, at least temporarily, the ten-
sions are down,” he told reporters.

Pak shoots down
Indian spy plane

Times NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: An Indian un-
manned aerial vehicle (UAV) was
shot down by Pakistani fighter
jets near Lahore late on Friday
night. Both countries have been
deploying UAVs or ‘spy drones’
against each other to monitor
troop deployment and defences
since the military stand-off be-
gan six months ago.

Defence ministry officials said
on Saturday that the UAV was on
a “routine flight” near the Indo-
Pak border when ground control
lost contact with the drone at
about 11 p.m. on Friday.
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4 # Gen Musharraf pledges end

to cross-border infiltration
# Govt plans to assess faliout
of Pak actions next week
@ Delhi will not give Pakistan
{00 little too late, nor too
much too soon’

Mr Rumsfeld’s assessment was
bolstered by an official Indian state-
ment welcoming Pakistan’s pledge to
the US to “stop cross-border infiltra-
tion permanently”. The pledge was
conveyed to New Delhi by Mr Ar-
mitage on Friday.

The statement issued here on Sat-
urday said this was “a step forward
and in the right direction”. It went on
to add that “an irreversible end to in-
filtration requires that the infra-
structure of support to cross-border
terrorism within Pakistan and Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir be also dis-
mantled”. These moves, taken along
with Gen Pervez Musharraf’s offer
for unconditional talks and the re-
quest of hard-line foreign minister
Abdus Sattar for retirement, appear
to indicate that New Delhi’s politico-
military strategy to counter Pak-
istan-aided terrorism is working.

The government is expected early
next week to make an assessment as
to whether the Pakistani pledge is be-
ing implemented on the ground in
J&K. There will be a high-level meet-
ing to make a preliminary evaluation
and formulate an initial response.

Officials say that a better determi-
nation of Islamabad’s pledges will be
available only by next month-end.
However, they say they will not shy
away from an appropriate response.
In the words of one official, “We will
not give too little too late, nor too
much too soon”.

The government now sees itself
locked in a phase of ‘subtle testing
endgame’. Its major challenge is to
ensure that the situation does not de-
generate into an open conflict even
while relentlessly locking Pakistan
into a position of ending terrorist in-
filtration and then dismantling t
infrastructure that supports it. /e
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/ Delhi lines up series of gestures

e-escalation

. flag flutt

FROM BHARAT BHUSHAN

New Delhi, June 8: By next
week, India will announce
some non-military and mili-
tary steps towards de-esca-
lating the tension with
Pakistan.

This would be in recogni-
tion of the “pledge” given by
President Pervez Musharraf to
end infiltration permanently
and underwritten by the US,
according to highly-placed gov-
ernment sources.

This was also confirmed by
US deputy secretary of state Ri-
chard Armitage in Tallinn, the
capital of Estonia. He, however,
claimed that India was consider-
ing returning some of its diplo-
mats to Islamabad and making
some military gestures to lessen
tensions. “That would be going
too far,” said an official source.

Although Delhi is unlikely to
announce is first move immedi-
ately, some of the immediate re-
sponses being considered by In-
dia include the de-alerting of its
troops from asix-hour readiness
to 48 hours and restoring over-
flights. Later, Delhi might send

the nomination of the next Indi-
an high commissioner to Islam-
abad as Vijay Nambiar, the last
Indian envoy, has now been ap-
pointed to the UN in New York.
Musharrafs move to end in-
filtration “permanently” was
welcomed by India when US sec-
retary of state Colin Powell
called externa) affairs minister
Jaswant Singh today. Singh de-
scribed it as “a step forward in
the right direction” and reiterat-
ed the Prime Minister’s state-
ment that India would respond
“appropriately and positively”.
Powell spoke to Musharraf, too.
Singh also made it clear that
“an irreversible end to infiltra-
tion” required the dismantling
of the infrastructure of support

for it in Pakistan as well as Pak-

istan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).
Delhi believes that US defe-
nce secretary Donald Rumsfeld,
expected to arrive next week,
should be able to convey India’s
positive response to Islamabad,
where he is scheduled to go from
here. This would allow Rumsfeld
to put further pressure on Pakis-
tan to take the next series of st-
eps to dismantle the infrastruc-
.
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upporting infiltration.

The Indian response would
be commensurate with the de-
velopments on the ground. Bet-
ween May 27, when Musharraf
announced his intention to end
terrorism from Pakistani soil,
and June 7, there have been no
infiltration attempts across the
LoC, according to official
sources. However, India is moni-
toring the situation closely.

There is a recognition in the
government that it would be diff-
icult to satisfy international
opinion with its positive re-
sponse and, whatever it might
do, there may still be demands
for further concessions. The
dilemma of sequencing the
responses was summed up by an
official: “You must not give too
little too late and you can’t give
too much too soon.” '

What is clear though is that
restoring diplomatic links at the
level of high commissioners may
take up to three months and that
military de-escalation would fol-
low a diplomatic thaw. “The mili-
tary cannot be deployed and re-
deployed like a yo-yo,” a govern-
ment source said. (See Page 6)
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/@Dilemma at

AKISTAN’S RELUCTANCE to

accept India’s suggestion on

the joint patrolling of the Line

of Control must have been due
to the realisation that it could serious-
ly hamper the jehadi infiltration into
Kashmir. Such a turn of events would
mean a gradual petering out of
Islamabad’s 13-year-old proxy war
in the state. It was only through the
jehadi incursions and the violence
perpetrated by these mercenaries
that Pakistan could keep international
attention focused on Kashmir. Once
the violence stops, it will not be
long before Kashmir becomes normal
again. Such a possibility is all
the greater considering that disgrun-
tled elements within Kashmir are
already divided over the question
of participating in the assembly
elections.

India’s long experience in dealing
with insurgents in the North-east and
in Punjab should prove handy in deal-
ing with the Kashmir problem. It has
been seen (mainly in the North-east)
that once foreign aid dries up, the
rebels sue for peace. Perhaps realising

that its game is up, Pakistan is now-

proposing the involvement of the

t}%%%%é B

US and Britain' to monitor the
LoC. The idea obviously is that if it
cannot internationalise the Kashmir
problem through terrorist violence,
it should try to do so by inviting the
US and British troops to the region.
India’s rejection of the proposal was
only to be expected, for New Delhi
has always insisted on a bilateral
approach to the problem. Its sugges-
tion for joint patrolling was well-timed
in this respect for it provided a reason-
able alternative. Little wonder that

- Pakistan has now withdrawn its earli-

er summary rejection.

Patrolling of this nature would
entail a gradual de-escalation on
the border, for the two.countries
will have to shed their present
confrontationist stance to facilitate
the joint venture. If this happens,
the world will undoubtedly heave
a sigh of relief because the massing
of troops by the two nuclear neigh-
bours had caused widespread
concern. But Pervez Musharraf
may not be too pleased, for his
dream of snatching Kashmir will be
frustrated. Besides, the out-of-work
Jjehadis inside Pakistan will make
life difficult for him.
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STRATEGIC CROSSROADS

been waging a.“proxy war” in Jam-
mu and Kashmir and other parts of
India through mercenary terrorists that it
calls mujahideen. 1t has followed this
course under the shadow of its nuclear
umbrella, in keeping with its strategy of
bleeding India through a thousand cuts.
Pakistan has been recruiting, training,
arming, equipping and indoctrinating
young Islamist fanatics of various nation-
alities' through several fundamentalist
organisations that willingly act as a front
to wage a so-called jehad in India, Afgha-
nistan and elsewhere .in the world. It is
now universally recognised that the oper-
" ations are masterminded by Pakistan’s
notorious Directorate of Inter-Services
Intelligence at the behest of Pakistan’s
rogue army. These nefarious activities
have earned for Pakistan the dubious dis-
tinction of being dubbed the mother
nation of state-sponsored international
Islamist fundamentalist terrorism.

Bleeding India

Pakistans army has been actively aid-
ing and abetting infiltration along the
LoC. Its ISI-controlled jehad factories
have been working overtime to produce
fedayeen suicide squads. The ruthless
fedayeen mercenaries of the Al Qaeda,
the Taliban, the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
umpteen other such organisations are a
disgrace to Islam. They have now taken
to launching dastardly raids on soft
targets such as the family quarters in the
camps of security forces and killing hap-
less women and innocent children in cold
blood. Officially, the Pakistan govern-

For over a decade now Pakjstan has

ment tries to pass off its reprehensible -

interference in India’s internal affairs as
“moral, diplomatic and political support”
for Kashmiri "freedom fighters”.

For Pakistan, its proxy war is a low-

cost, high-payoff option to destabilise In- -

dia and keep the Indian army and other
security forces embroiled in counter-
insurgency and internal security duties.

In dealing with Pakistan’s proxy war —
the primary threat to its national security
and territorial integrity — India has
shown remarkable restraint. By limiting
its anti-terrorism military operations to
its own territory, India has acted with
immense responsibility and maturity.
However, Pakistan’s military junta has al-
ways viewed India’s patience as weak-
ness. Even after the events of 11 Septem-
ber. it unabashedly coptinued its spon-
sorship of terrorism™actoss its eastern
border with India even as it wilted under
Uncle Sam’s withering gaze and hastily
scrambled to pull its chestnuts out of the
firc across its western border with
Afghanistan.

Quite obviously. Indias patience is not
The author is a former Senior Fellow,
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses,
New Delh.
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infinite. During the last few months, Pak-
istan’s mercenary terrorists have gone
simply too far, Despite General Mushar-
raf’s 12 January speech, the ISI continu-
ed to sponsor infiltration across the Lo€
throughout the winter, particularly in the
Poonch, Rajauri and Naoshera areas.
The recent massacre in Jammu has shoc-
ked the nation and steeled its resolve.
Pakistan’s proxy war in J&K and else-
where has cost India dear. Almost 30,000

rorist killed in combat by the security
forces, three to four others are waiting
across the border to be inducted into
J&K by the ISIL.

The peace process in Kashmir is also
not making much headway despite seve-
ral laudable initiatives launched by the
present central government. Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee took a bold political risk in
reaching out to Pakistan through the bus
ride from Amritsar to Lahore. As the cli-

Indian citizens have lost their lives, inclu-
ding over 3,000 security forces personnel.
The festering sore has hampered India’s
consolidation as a nation-state. It has un-
dermined India’s standing in the comity
of nations. The development of J&K has
been set back by secveral decades. A
whole generation of innocent Kashmiris
has beén denied its place in the sun.
Kashmir’s Sufi culture has been irrepa-
rably disrupted. The monetary costs too
have been colossal. Counter-terrorism
operations in J&K take away a sizable
part of the central government expendi-
ture; funds that can be better spent on
development.

Pakistan is the problem

India’s reactive strategy, limited to
conducting counter-terrorism operations
within India’s borders, has not yielded
the desired results. While the army and
the other security forces have succeeded
in achicving a semblance of military
control over the volatile internal security
situation, the impact is transitory -— as
soon as a battalion is pulled out from an
area, the terrorists shift their operating
bases into it. This is because the roots of
the malady are now clearly in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Since

the sustenance is being provided by Pak--

istan, counter-terrorism operations with-
in India’s boundaries can never succeed
in eliminating the scourge. For every ter-
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che goes, the Pakistan army diverted the
bus to Kargil. In July 2000, Abdul Majid
Dar, deputy supreme commander of the
Hizbul Mujahideen unilaterally announ-
ced a cease-fire and agreed to talk with
the government. Prime Minister Vajpay-
ec seized the opportunity and offered
talks on the basis of insaniyat. With that
one turn of phrase, he took Kashmir by
storm. The army suspended active
operations against the HM and hope
dawned again in the Kashmir Valley.

However, even as the modalities were
being worked out, Syed Salahuddin,
Hizbul’s Pakistan-based chief, called off
the cease-fire and the talks because
Pakistan was not invited. Later that year,
the Prime Minister instructed the secu-
rity forces to halt all operations during
the holy months of Ramzan. This pro-
position also evoked a warm response
from the people and the feaders of Kash-
mir. The new cease-fire was extended
several times despite grave violations and
many terrorist massacres but the antici-
pated dialogue never did get going.

It is becoming mcreasingly clear to the
average Indian that-the problem is not
Kashmir or the Kashmiri people’s strug-
gle for political autonomy the real
problem is Pakistan. The people of India
have run out of patience and want the
government to initiate decisive measures
to end Pakistan’s proxy war once and for
all. Some political leaders have openly

alled for war. Even the most moderate

analysts are recommending hard-line’
options, including those who have always
made a show of lighting candles at
Wagah. While addressing troops at Kup-
wara in northern Kashmir, the Prime
Minister cailed upon the army to be pre-
pared to make sacrifices in a decisive
battle.

Foreboding war clouds are now hover-
ing over the horizon. There is increasing
international pressure on India to hold
its horses but not enough pressure on
Pakistan to rein in its dogs of war. No one
knows whether Musharraf is in full
control or if he is just a puppet on a string
being manipulated by the corps com-
manders. Speculation is rife that rogue
IST operatives are conducting their own
campaign of unbridled terror — in India
as well as within Pakistan. The mullahs
are up in arms and major political parties
have refused to negotiate with Mush-
arraf. Pakistan’s political parties are uni-
ted in their opposition to his regime. The
rigged referendum has only given Mush-
arraf a false sense of euphoria.

Long-term strategy needed

Clearly, India has to wage its own bat-
tle against terrorism. While the
government is not ruling out war as an
option, it remains an option of the last
resort. The Pakistan High Commissioner
has been expelled. There are several
other arrows still in the government’s
quiver. Among them, it can withdraw
Pakistan’s MFN status. Trade with
Pakistan can and should be suspended. It
can impose unilateral economic
sanctions. The Indus Waters Treaty can
be put on hold. Another step on the
escalatory ladder would be the naval
blockade of Karachi.

In dealing with Pakistan’s proxy war,
India stands at a strategic crossroads.
The decade-old reactive strategy has
quite obviously failed and major pro-
active measures are now called for. Since
Pakistan is the real problem, the time has
definitely come to take the fight into the
heartland of Pakistan. A short, sharp war
limited to J&K is unlikely to achieve
strategic gains — or succeed in halting
Pakistan’s state-sponsored cross-border
terrorism. An all-out war across the
international ‘border might inevitably
lead to nuclear exchanges.

A long-term counter-proxy war stra-
tegy needs to be formulated — compris-
ing both covert and, overt measures ac-

“ross the entire political, diplomatic, eco-

nomic and military spectrum. Perhaps
the time has come to begin providing
“moral, diplomatic and political” support
to the “freedom fighters” in Pakhtoo-
nistan, Baluchistan, Balawaristan and
Sind, just like Pakistan claims it is doing

.in J&K. A banana republic ruled by a

roguc army must be spoken to in t
language that it understands best.



_~Armitage brings message for Delhi

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, June 7: US deputy
secretary of state Richard
Armitage today said Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf had
made a firm commitment to
him to stop infiltration
across the Line of Control
“permanently”.

The American leader’s deci-
sion to announce this commit-
ment publicly now makes it
very difficult for Islamabad to
wriggle out without taking firm
action against cross-border ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir.

Indicating that the pressure
on Musharraf had not eased,
Russia said the Pakistani Presi-
dent could visit Moscow once he
had stopped infiltration. -

India sees the US deputy sec-
retary’s comments and Russia’s

cant development. South Block
officials pointed out that this
was perhaps the first time Wash-
ington had publicly shared a
commitment made by Mushar-
raf in private. “This clearly sh-
ows that they are not only trying
to convince Delhi, but also mak-
ing it clear to Pakistan that its
commitment was being closely
watched,” a senior official said.
Armitage, who held discus-
sions with Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, was assured by
Delhi that it was willing to take
“reciprocal steps” once it was
satisfied that infiltration had
stopped and there was an im-
provement in the ground situa-
tion. What these steps would be
was not specified by India, but
could include reviving diplomat-
ic contact with Pakistan at the
level of high commissioners

message to Pakistan as a signifi-

Armitage in Delhi, (Reuters)

and, perhaps, some military
measures.

Late tonight, a state depart-
ment spokesman said in Wash-
ington the US had detected a sig-
nificant reduction in the num-
ber of infiltrations.

“But I would also say at this
point we can’t say that this
change has been done on a per-
manent basis, and that’s what
President Musharraf has prom-
ised,” the spokesman said.

After a 35-minute meeting
with Vajpayee, Armitage said he

QUOTE
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had briefed the Indisaf leader-

-ship on the “tone, tenor and full

content” of his discussions with
the Pakistani President. This, he
said, included Musharraf’s
“commitment to stop cross-bor-
der infiltration permanently”.

Armitage said Musharraf to-
1d him he wanted to avoid a war. .
The US official said this was rep-
eated by the Indian leadership
today but they “do want terro-
rism to stop”. He added: “And in
thisregard, we share the view.”

The US deputy secretary felt
tension was “a bit down on both
sides”. Armitage said he also dis-
cussed in Islamabad and here
the possibilities and modalities
of monitoring the LoC. “But no
decision has been taken as yet.”

In meetings with Armitage,
the Indians said they are not
averse to sharing information
and technology with the US and
the UK on monitoring infiltra-
tion. Such sharing not only
brings transparency to Indian
findings, but also lends credence
to its claims.

Foreign minister Jaswant
Singh said after his meeting
with Armitage: “We are very
committed to moving on the path
of peace, because to peace there
is really no alternative.”

Referring to the Prime Minis-
ter’s remarks before he left for
Almaty, Singh said: “If what
President Musharraf has said is
converted on the ground into ac-
tion, then certainly India will re-
ciprocate.”

Later, foreign ministry
spokesperson Nirupama Rao
said: “There is no established
trend to suggest that there has
been a drop in infiltration.”

B Advani talks tough, Page8
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STAGE BEING SET FOR REDUCTION OF TENSION

A~

Musharraf vows to stop
infiltration, says Armitage’

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. Exploring the
road map for a reduction of
tensions in the subcontinent,
India and the United States to-
day discussed ways to assess
the emerging evidence on the
decline in cross-border infiltra-
tion across the Line of Control
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Once the assessment of India
and the Anglo-American pow-
ers confirms the assertions
from the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, that infiltra-
tion across the LoC has ceased,
New Delhi is likely to take steps
to ease the current standoff
with Islamabad.

The visiting U.S. Deputy Sec-
retary of State, Richard Armit-
age, today told the Indian
leadership that the American
pressure on Gen. Musharraf to
end cross-border terrorism had
begun yielding results.

Speaking to reporters after
his 35-minute meeting with the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, this evening, Mr. Armit-
age said that in his talks with
the Pakistani leaders on Thurs-
day, Gen. Musharraf had
pledged to “stop cross-border
infiltration permanently.”

This new commitment from
Gen. Musharraf will go a long
way in addressing the crucial
Indian demand that the end to
infiltration should not be a tac-
tical ploy but a fundamental
change in Pakistan’s approach
to cross-border terrorism.

While communicating the
movement on the Pakistani
side to the Indian leaders, Mr.
Armitage apparently under-
lined the American expecta-
tions for early reciprocal
actions from India, which could
lead to a step-by-step process
of de-escalating the current In-
do-Pak. confrontation.

The Bush administration is
not insisting that India respond

The US Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armitage, with the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, in New Delhi on Friday. —Photo: V. Sudershan

either immediately or expan-
sively to Pakistan’s move on in-
filtration. But the U.S. does
believe that reciprocal actions
are essential to avert a war in
the subcontinent.

While conceding that India is
the aggrieved party in the cur-
rent military confrontation with
Pakistan, Mr. Armitage also
stressed the importance of New
Delhi giving Gen. Musharraf
some space by responding
“positively” to his first step on
cross-border infiltration.

India is aware of the personal
prestige and political weight
that the U.S. President, George
W. Bush, has put behind the
American effort to defuse Indo-
Pak. tensions.

After the talks with Mr. Ar-
mitage this afternoon, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Jaswant
Singh, placed on record India’s
“deep sense of appreciation of
the spirit that has persuaded
President Bush” to send his top
officials to the region in pursuit
of peace.

Reaffirming

India’'s own

commitment to peace, Mr.
Singh added that if Gen. Mush-
arraf’s pledges were “converted
on the ground into action... In-
dia will reciprocate in a manner
that is befitting.”

The Foreign Office was un-
willing to go into any details on
the nature of the Indian re-
sponse to the cessation of
cross-border infiltration.

But the expectation is that
India could elevate diplomatic
ties to the level of High Com-
missioners and reopen trans-
portation links.

But before moving towards
de-edcalation, India wants to
satisfy itself that the evidence
on declining cross-border infil-
tration is indeed credible. In ar-
riving at that assessment, which
could take a few days, India ap-
pears ready to accept intelli-
gence inputs from the United
States and Great Britain.

The U.S. hopes that by the
time Mr. Rumsfeld arrives in
New Delhi early next week, In-
dia would absorb the message
from the 1).S. and Pakistan and

e
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decide on the nature of its reci- |
procal actions.

Mr. Armitage said he had dis-
cussed with the Indian side the
“possibilities and modalities”
of a monitoring mechanism on .
the LoC to prevent infiltration
but no decision had been
taken. !

The Foreign Office spokes-
person dismissed the idea of an
Anglo-American force to mon-
itor the LoC and said it did not .
even figure in the talks today. |
India remains committed to its
proposal for a joint Indo-Pak. |
patrolling of the LoC. That is- \]

i
[

sue, however, would acquire sa- |
lience only after the process of
de-escalation begins.

Besides substantive discus-
sions with Mr. Singh in the |
Mr. Armitage held |
talks with the National Security |
Adviser, Brajesh Mishra. He \
called on the Union Home Min-
ister, LK. Advani, and the Lead-
er of the Opposition, Sonia
Gandhi. The Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, hosted a
dinner for Mr. Armitege. ;
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MILLION and more ndlan
and Pakistani troops afg¢ fac-
ing one another across\ the
Line of Control (LoC),

working boundary and the internh-

tional border for the last five months.
The possibility of a conflict erupting
not by design, but by inadvertence or
misperception or accident or leader-
ship irrationality remains imminent.
We had led ourselvés to believe that
war by design, which could acquire a
nuclear dimension, was unlikely, ap-
preciating the maturity imbuing the
India-Pakistan leadership no less cer-
tainly than the leaders in the nuclear
weapon states. Still, the Kaluchak mas-
sacre was obviously intended to pro-
voke the Army and pressure India into
taking precipitate action. This was fol-
lowed by Abdul Gani Lone’s assassina-
tion leading to further escalation of
tensions and strains between the two
countries. An advertent and planned
India-Pakistan war is no longer an im-
probability now.

How seriously the leaderships in In-
dia and Pakistan take this sabre-rat-
tling is another matter, since rhetoric
has been the hallmark of all bilateral
interactions in the past; they are ex-
pressly designed anyway to assuage or
mould domestic opinion. It would take
a very careful ear to discern nuances in
the timbre and quality of this public
belligerence. Abdul Sattar, as Pakistan
Foreign Minister, has conveyed to the
U.N. Secretary-General that “the Indi-
an leadership routinely blames Pakis-
tan for every violent incident inside
India and in Occupied Kashmir”. Mr.
Sattar further believes that, “the BJP
Government also wishes to deflect in-
ternational attention from the ongoing
massacre of the minority Muslim com-
munity in Gujarat as well as other do-
mestic failings”.

This might be partly true, but does
not explain the rationale underlying
the deployment of troops along the
border following the attack on Parlia-
ment last year, which occurred much
before Gujarat exploded. Was this
troop deployment necessary in view of
their total inaction for the last five
months? Their inability to stop the
growing cross-border terrorism is evi-

By P. R.Chari

dent. In retrospect, the audacious at-
tack on Parliament required a police
investigation, not military action. But
it was not possible for the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to ignore in-
flamed public sentiments and the high
feelings in the Sangh Parivar, and
weigh his options dispassionately be-
fore dispatching troops to the border.
Domestic compulsions compelled
spectacular action.

Domestic imperatives are also work-
ing in Pakistan. Pervez Musharraf had

unabated and the wanted persons re-
main free. So, India finds itself be-
tween a rock and a hard place, unable
to withdraw its troops from the border
and resume the bilateral dialogue
process with Pakistan, which must in-
clude the vexed problem of Kashmir
for reasons of face-saving. Nor can it
keep its troops indefinitely on the bor-
der for no adequate reason, costs
apart. Whenever the dialogue resumes,
India could dust off its proposal to
grapple with cross-border terrorism

The clear and present danger is the unconcern
in the ruling classes of India and Pakistan
towards their nuclear capabilities.

pledged in his January 11 national
broadcast that “no organisation will be
allowed to indulge in terrorism in the
name of Kashmir... Anyone found in-
volved in any terrorist act would be
dealt with sternly”. Appropriate in-
structions had been issued to the Pa-
kistani intelligence to cease assisting
non-Kashmiri terrorist groups on the
logic that this was in the interests of
Pakistan’s internal security. But Gen.
Musharraf has not been able to follow
through on his promises, as he has lit-
tle room for manoeuvre between tak-
ing on the terrorists entrenched in
Pakistan and keeping himself in pow-
er. Clearly, the jehadis are too deeply
entrenched in the ruling elite, includ-
ing the armed forces, and the politics
of Pakistan for them to be suppressed.
In consequence, the extremists arrest-
ed were released; action to freeze their
bank accounts was almost farcical.
More disconcertingly for India, some
2,500 to 3,000 battle-hardened Taliban
and Al-Qaeda elements have found
refuge in PoK and could be infiltrated
into Kashmir.

Cognisant of this situation, India
has laid out benchmarks for compli-
ance by Pakistan. So far, however, its
demands that Pakistan must end
cross-border terrorism and deliver
some 20 criminals wanted by it and
resident in Pakistan have not been
met. Cross-border terrorism continues

made obliquely during the negotia-
tions on the Shimla Agreement to
nominate a joint body “to establish
ground rules and to supervise the ef-
fective observance of the Line of Peace
(Control) and the rest of the border be-
tween the two countries”. Unfortu-
nately, this clause was deleted on Z. A,
Bhutto’s urgings. Undertaking joint
patrolling of the border to check unau-
thorised movements has been pressed
by India for several decades, but this
has been resisted by Pakistan for obvi-
ous reasons.

Mr. Vajpayee has threatened Pakis-
tan with “a decisive battle”; its Foreign
Ministry has warned that “any misad-
venture by India will be met with full
force. This would be a major miscalcu-
lation leading to grave consequences”.
The unsubtle reference to nuclear
weapons is too obvious to be missed.
Pakistan’s missile tests have injected
new strains into the India-Pakistan
standoff at this critical juncture. Pre-
dictably, the test series has been ex-
plained away as being part of
Pakistan’s research ad development
related to its indigenous missile pro-
gramme to maintain a minimum de-
terrent posture and ensure its security.
For good measure, its official spokes-
man clarified that India was informed
of these prospective tests and that they
were “in no way related to the current
situation existing between the two
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countries”. This verisimilitude might
have been faintly amusing had the
missile tests not been timed with Pa-
kistan’s Railway Minister, Javed Ashraf
Qazi, a former ISI chief, mentioning
that, “if it ever comes to the annihila-
tion of Pakistan, then what is this
damned nuclear option for, we will use
it against the enemy”. He added that,
“if Indians destroy most of us, we too
will annihilate parts of the adversary”.
Disconcertingly enough, this irrational
logic also afflicts large constituencies
in New Delhi’s political class, armed
forces and the strategic chatterati. The
clear and present danger is the uncon-
cern in the ruling classes of india and
Pakistan towards their nuclear capa-
bilities that could overwhelm each
other’s population and economy, and
their disbelief that the present con-
frontation could lead to a conventional
war and escalate into a nuclear
conflict.

Some part of this insouciance is ex-
plicable because the hope lies at the
back of their minds that the U.S.
would, as before, achieve some kind of
a compromise solution It is worth
speculating whether the present crisis
would have reached its current pro-
portions if the comforting presence of
the U.S. in its Good Samaritan/Peace-
maker role had not been omnipresent
in the background. The contours of a
compromise solution to the present
crisis, incidentally, are staring us in the
face. It requires Pakistan to initiate
more determined action to arrest the
Taliban and Al-Qaeda elements holed
up in PoK, proceed more credibly
against the jehadi organisations in Pa-
kistan and deliver some, if not all, of
the 20 criminals wanted by India. For
its part, India would need to assure the
world that the coming elections in
Kashmir would be conducted in a free
and fair manner. Inviting foreign ob-
servers to monitor the elections could
ensure this. A process of dialogue
could also be initiated with the Jammu
and Kashmir Government on the au-
tonomy package suggested by it that
had been summarily dismissed by the
Central Government.

(The writer is Director, Institute of
Peace and Conflict Studies, New Delhi.),
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HE COMBINATION of melt-

ing snow and ‘monsoon

clouds will produce an explo-

sive mixture over the next
few weeks. The several thousand Al-
Qaeda terrorists who have positioned
themselves in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) since Operation En-
during Freedom are getting ready to
move into Kashmir, with the full sup-
port of Pervez Musharraf. The onset
of the rainy season will reduce the
possibilities of ground action by the
Army. While the concern of the in-
ternational community is perfectly
understandable, its leaders cannot
escape at least part of the responsib-
ility for giving undue credence to
Gen. Musharraf’s promises of halting
the trans-border infiltration.

The possibility of war is now being
taken very seriously, as evidenced by
the decision by several Governments
to advise their nationals to leave India
and Pakistan. Things have come to
such a pass that some experts are
openly arguing that in case of a nu-
clear war between India and Pakis-
tan, India would suffer grievous
consequences but survive whereas
Pakistan would simply disappear,
vanish, evaporate. In other words, In-
dia can afford a nuclear war, Pakistan
cannot. Consequently, it is alright for
India to start a conventional war with
Pakistan without worrying too much
about the danger of escalation to a
nuclear war. Hopefully, such a suicid-
al approach is not shared by more
that a lunatic fringe. In any case, the
Government has scrupulously avoid-
ed indulging in such irresponsible
rhetoric, unlike Pakistan which seems
obsessed by the need to remind India
and the rest of the world that it would
be ready to use its nuclear arsenal any
time it chooses to.

One must sympathise with the pre-
dicament in which the Government
finds itsef — damned if it does,
damned if it does not. Of course, the
Government should take comfort in
the fact that the Opposition is even
nore cautious and restrained than

RHE HINDt

By Chinmaya R.Gharekhan

We should persevere with the diplomatic option,
give time to major players to persuade Gen.
Musharraf to stop cross-border activity.

the leaders in the ruling coalition.
The Opposition, of course, has the
luxury of not having to take any deci-
sions in this extremely complex and
emotional situation. On the whole,
the foreign policy-security team of
the Prime’ Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has acquitted itself admirably
so far. It has had remarkable success
in mobilising international opinion
against the failure of Gen. Musharraf
to check and stop cross-border infil-
tration. The de facto leader of the in-
ternational community and- U.S.
President, George W. Bush, did not
mince words on May 30: “He (Gen.
Musharraf) must stop the incursions
across the Line of Control. He must
do so. He said he would do so. We
and others are making it clear to him
that he must live up to his word.” The
fact that the U.S. President used these
words of admonition to Gen.Mushar-
raf after the latter had claimed in his
May 27 speech that there was no
cross-border terrorism must have
come as a shock to the people of Pa-
kistan who just a few days before had
ostensibly confirmed him in his as-
sumption of power.

The Indian Government has main-
tained from the time the internation-
al coalition was formed after
September 11 that we will fight our
own war against terrorism and that
we do not want others to fight it for
us. Nevertheless, there is no doubt
that both the Government, and even
more so the people, have expected
the Americans not actually to go to
war on our behalf to liquidate the
cross-border terrorism but at least to
put heavy pressure on Pakistan to
stop it. To that extent, Mr. Bush’s
words are to be warmly welcomed.
However, we must not forget that the
U.S. needs and will continue to need
Pakistan for a long time to come in
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the prosecution of its war against Al-
Qaeda and the Taliban many eof
whose leaders have taken shelter in
western Pakistan’s tribal areas. Amer-
ican priority remains its own war
against terror; anything and any
country that comes in the way of the
prosecution of that war will not be
tolerated. This means the U.S. will be
willing to lean on Pakistan so long as
India does not go to war, limited or
otherwise.

Some analysts argue that India
does not have to worry too much
about American sensitivity or reac-
tion and that America might in fact
respect us more if we went ahead and
did what America did to Afghanistan
or what the Israeli Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, did to the Palestinians.
Alas! We are not a superpower and
Pakistan is not an insignificant mil-
itary power. The situations are not
comparable at all.

There is plenty of loose talk of a
salami slice or PoK chop military ac-
tion, of capturing 300 km of territory

. across the Line of Control (LoC) or of

a 100-km deep attack inside PoK and
of capturing Skardu. There is an im-
plicit and dangerous assumption that
Pakistan will be taken unawares and
will not retaliate at a place and in a
manner of its choosing. There is an-
other important aspect. A significant
gain, achieved after considerable sac-
rifice by the Indian armed forces, of
the Kargil episode was the recogni-
tion by the international community
of the LoC’s sanctity. We in India
were particularly happy about this
strengthening of the semi-permanent
character of the LoC. Should we be
the ones to violate the Line? Would an
action across the LoC achieve the ob-
jective of increasing the cost to Pakis-
tan of its support to terrorists in
Kashmir?

-
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The May 14 Kaluchak massacre
seems to have acted as the proverbial
last straw for India’s patience. We
have succeeded in convincing the
world about Pakistan’s involvement
in this as well the ongoing cross-bor-
der terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir
for the past dozen years. Even the
United Nations Secretary-General,
normally keen on avoiding taking
sides, came out with an unambiguous
call to Gen. Musharraf to implement
what he had promised to do in his
January 12 speech. We must not frit-
ter away this important diplomatic
high ground. There is a new interna-
tional coalition, this one working ac-
tively to prevent a war between the
two South Asian nuclear powers. In
view of the rhetoric of some of our
leaders, the rest of the world would
quickly come to hold India respon-
sible in case of armed hostilities
breaking out in the Subcontinent.
Given our experience in the past, it
would not be advisable to take the
matter to the Security Council. But
Pakistan and others certainly will, in
case active hostilities commence. It
would be a good idea to keep the Sec-
retary-General briefed about devel-
opments on a timely basis. By doing
so we would not be inviting his
mediation; war and peace are the le-
gitimate concerns of the U.N.

In sum, we should persevere with
the diplomatic option, give time to
major players to persuade Gen.
Musharraf to stop cross-border activ-
ity. He might be amenable to doing
so, not necessarily in response to our
show of armed might but to oblige his
benefactors, hoping they in turn will
help him agitate the Kashmir issue. It
should not matter to us why he would
decide to rein in the terrorists, we are
concerned with the infiltration end-
ing, so that the people of Kashmir are
able to go to the polls in a peaceful
atmosphere.

In case, however, Pakistan, rather
than India, were to be tempted to ini-
tiate the hostilities, it could be a dif-
ferent story altogether.
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NEW DELHI, June 6. — Mr Kulwant
Singh, an employee of the Indian High
Commission in Pakistan who was abducted
reportedly by ISI men for about seven hours
in Islamabad on 1 June, arrived here in a
critical condition. He was expelled by Paki-
stan on charges of spying.

Mr Singh, who was to have been released
from Pakistan on Monday, was sent back af-
ter being stranded in an ambulance for three
hours on a highway, 50 km from Lahore. Mr
Singh was ordered back to Islamabad that
morning.

With, leaders of both India and Pakistan
attending the CICA summit in Almaty that
day, it wouldn’t have looked good — insofar

staffer’

as Pakistan is c%nceLed — if TV an%?s

showed Mr Singh crossing the Wagah bor-
der on a stretcher, officials said.

Mr Singh was flown aboard an Indian Air-
lines aircraft to the capital from Amritsar
this morning after an arduous journey by
road to the Wagah border from Islantabad.
Mr Singh, accompanied by his wife, Mrs
Kamla Singh and two sons, Rahul (10) and
Raghav (3), was brought from the airport in
an ambulance and shifted to All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences. Writhing in pain,
all he could say to reporters was “Bahut par-
eshani ho rahi hai (I'm in great distress)”.

“We've lodged a strong protest with the
Pakistani authorities about this completely
abominable and reprehensible act,” the for-
eign ministry spokesperson said today. “No
code of civilised conduct allows such behav-
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s condition critical

iour,” which is “in violation of civilised and
diplomatic norms and the bilateral code of
conduct for treatment of diplomatic person-
nel.”

Rahul was with his father when he was
kidnapped. “My father and I were sitting at
Pepsi Hut in Islamabad when about eight
men arrived there. They dragged my father
into a vehicle without saying anything. One
of them took me home on my father’s mo-
torcycle and handed over the key to me be-
fore leaving,” said Rahul.

Mrs Singh said her husband was kidnap-
ped around noon and released at 7.30 p.m.
“When my husband returned he had injuries
on his back and neck. Besides, signs of tor-
ture were visible all through the body.”

Photograph on page 6
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trolling of the line of control by India and

H T he new Indian w1111ngness to consider Jom

istan must be welcomed. This new approach

signalled during the press conference of the Indian
prime minister, Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee, at Almaty, re-
flects a refreshing new flexibility in India’s policy.
Given Islamabad’s lukewarm response to the proposal,
New Delhi could even consider revising its plan to in-
clude the possibility of inviting a multinational ob-
server force to monitor the LoC. India could extend
this invitation to observers from countries that it feels
will act in good faith and who could work with an Indi-
an team to detect violations on the LoC and monitor in-
filtration from across the border. Not only would such
amove ensure that Pakistan would not easily be able to
make false claims about an end to infiltration, but add
sanctity to the present LoC. If indeed the only practical
and just settlement of the Kashmir conflict is a perma-
nent division along the LoC, the presence of a force
like this could be a precursor to such a final solution.
More critically, such a force would not be dependent on
Pakistani cooperation and could be stationed on the In-
dian side of the LoC. In other words, New Delhi could
fashion such a monitoring regime unilaterally.

Traditional Indian hostility to the idea of a foreign
presence on the LoC has been guided by several con-
siderations. India’s experience of the United Nations’s
involvement in the Kashmir issue was far from happy.
New Delhi became convinced that vested interests and
power politics, rather than principles, were determin-
ing the UN’s approach towards Kashmir. India was
particularly suspicious of Anglo-American interests
in Kashmir and their bias in favour of Pakistan. India
sought to emphasise bilateralism, believing that nego-
tiating directly with Pakistan would be easier. The
world has changed considerably since India first
adopted that approach. The Western world, especially
the United States of America, is nolonger hostile to In-
dian interests. Few countries seriously believe that the
Kashmir problem can be solved on the basis of an ex-
change of territories, and most accept that conversion
of the LoC into an international border is probably the
only way out. Most countries recognize that the real
problem today in south Asia is of terrorism and ex-
tremism being produced in Pakistan and would be
willing to cooperate with New Delhi in any practical
effort to prevent cross-border terrorism. India needs to
accept that the Kashmir issue has, willy-nilly, been in-
ternationalized. The real choice is to either shy away
from this new reality behind an ossified and fossilized
approach, or to carve out a new imaginative policy that
will not compromise on the country’s real interests.
Surely, India should have realized by now that dealing
with Pakistan directly is probably more difficult than

»

though a more imaginative multilateral approach. Y
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Washington, June 6: While
public attention in India re-
mains focused on US emissary
Richard Armitage’s talks with
General . Pervez Musharraf
today and his impending arrival
in New Delhi, the stage is being
prepared in Brussels for what in-
ternational peacemakers want
to be the final push to start the
process of defusing South Asia’s
. military crisis.

At the end of a day of hectic
talks between national security
adviser Brajesh Mishra and Rus-
sian ministers in Moscow yester-
day, Sergei Ivanov, the Kremlin's
defence minister, arrived in the
Belgian capital today.

Ivanov will brief US defence
secretary Donald Rumsfeld on
the progress made by Russian
President Vladimir Putin in Al-
maty in dealing with the India-
Pakistan crisis and the follow-up
to Putin’s efforts yesterday dur-
ing talks between Mishra and
the Russian ministers.

Rumsfeld will be also be brie-
fed by Armitage either in person
or through a secure telephone
line about his discussions in Is-
lamabad and Delhi before the de-

fenmretary travels to South

Asia, according to officials in his
delegation.

Sensing that Delhi’s pressure
on Islamabad was working and
that the international communi-
ty was backing India, Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee made up
his mind.in Almaty to up the
ante in any globally-brokered
compromise with Pakistan.

Armitage, and later Rums-
feld, will, therefore, be given a
charter of five demands. Top-
ping this charter will be India’s
post-December 13 demand for
the handing over of at least 14 of
the 20 criminals and terrorists
on the list of those whose extra-
dition is being sought from Pak-
istan. This demand was dis-
cussed in Almaty in far greater
detail by Putin with Vajpayee on
the one hand and Musharraf on
the other than what either New
Delhi or Islamabad is willing to
acknowledge.

It is understood that the con-
tours of a proposal emerging on
this vexing issue envisages the
creation of a bilateral extradi-
tion commission, possibly head-
ed by the home ministers of
India and Pakistan.

The proposal now being

dgymanﬂ

tossed around by various peac\/

makers suggests that the extra-
dition commission should meet
and discuss the list as part of a
revived dialogue process be-
tween [slamabad and New Delhi.

India, however, wants the 14
men as a pre-condition to down-
scaling the military build-up
along the border. It has told Putin
and will tell Armitage and Rum-
sfeld that the handing over of the
14 would be proof of Mushar-
raf’s sincerity in implementing
his January 12 speech ideas.

Only such a complete break
with his past — which includes
Kargil and sponsorship of terror
— will convince the Indian pub-
lic that Musharraf is sincere in
his promise to end infiltration,
Vajpayee and others will tell the
Americans.

The other demands in the In-
dian charter are stopping all di-
rect and indirect financing by
Pakistan of terrorist outfits op-
erating across the border, an end
to training and provision of
arms to these outfits, verifiable
closure of militant training
camps, including those in occu-
pied Kashmir and, of course, a
permanent cessation of infiltra-
tion into Indian territory.
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A credible response to the general across the border

Thls is our litmus test

J. N. Dixir

T has been, politically and

militarily, a hot summer.

The expectation that the

political and military stand-
off between India and Pakistan, in
the wake of the attack on the In-
dian Parliament, could be defused
because of India’s high military de-
ployment and international pres-
sure is not fulfilled. On the con-
trary, tensions have only increased.
The Kaluchak attack and the mur-
der of moderate Hurriyat leader,
Abdul Ghani Lone, have only ex-
acerbated things.

In this context, it is of primary
importance to comprehend Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf’s mindset, as
distinct from his public persona and
pronouncements since January 12
toMay 27 this year. His professional
and psychological background is
notjust that of an army officer but a
commando. His mindset is essen-
tially aggressive, operation-oriented
and uninhibited about taking risks.
Add to this his deep commitment to
jehad and drive to make Pakistan
the most influential Islamic nation
inSouthand West Asia.

India should therefore have no
illusions about Musharraf’s will-
ingness to arrive at a reasonable
compromise on contentious issues.
It would be relevant to mention
that, after the Agra summit, the
general gave a private assessment
to his inner circle on the Indian po-
litical leadership, which he per-
ceived as indecisive and lacking in
unity. The Indian armed forces, he
felt, although adequately equipped
are not backed by an assertive po-
litical will and therefore its morale is

not very high. Evidently, he also -

came to the conclusion that if awar

occurs, Pakistan could certainly
match, if not defeat, India. Pak-
istan’s subsequent policy-making
clearly reflects these assessments,
especially those that have emerged
since his January 12 speech, which
hasbeen hailed precipitately by the
world as a turning point. The sub-
stance of Pakistan’s policies since
January belie this peroeptxon De-
spite-announcing opposition to all

forms of terrorism, Musharraf

continues to maintain the dlstmc-
tion between the general phenom-
enon of terrorism and terrorist vi-
olence in J&K. He continues to
assert that the violent movement
by the jehadis here is an indigenous
freedom struggle.

Although he banned organisa-
tions like the Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed and arrested a

who have escaped from Afgha-
nistan, to some enterprises away fi-
om Pakistan as otherwise they will
create major domestic problems for
him, apart from undermining his
tieswith the IS, which are based on
commitments to neutralise these je-
hadi cadres. So he has targeted
J&K instead.

The alienation of J&K, from In-
diaby parallel violent and political

.means remains the macro-level
" political objective of Musharraf’s

India policies. The lneWapable
conclusion is that while Musharraf
cooperates with the US in its cam-

continue to sustain terrdrist strikes

against India. The objective is to
generate such pressure through *
between Pakistan-sponsored ter-

such means, that India is com-
pelled to come to the negotiating

We have to be seen as capable of decisive
action against Pakistan’s mischief,
while ensuring that the poll process in

J&K is carried out

large number of their cadres,hehas  table on his terms.

released them all, This decision was To ensure intemational support
justified on the grounds that there  to this undeclared objective, he
was no evidence against them. The - utilises twoleverages. First, he high-

leaders of these groups ar¢ under  lights the Indian military build up
comfortable house arrest. In fact,  anddiplomatic pressure and argues
Pakistan has encouraged these ter- ~  that the West must save him from
rorist organisations to continue  this threat to Pakistan. Second, he
their operations against Indiaunder ~ harps on the likelihood of his being
new nomenclatures. Infiltration compelled to use nuclear weapons
across the border from Pakistan-oc-  against India which will lead to In-
cupied Kashmir continueswiththe ~ dia retaliating in kind, a situation
assistance of the high command of  that alarms all the major powers of
the Pakistan armed forces and the  the world. His strategy appears to
ISI. With the onset of summer this  be working, as shown by the high
infiltration has increased markedly  level diplomatic pressure being gen-
—asevidencedbythe Kaluchakin-  erated on India by the US and the

cident and the Lone killing. Pak-
istan’s immediate objective is to
subvert the preparations for the
J&K assembly elections. Musharraf
has also had to divert Pakistani and
Pushtun cadres of the Al-Qaeda,

UK The UK foreign secretary,
Jack Straw, came a-visiting some
days ago, and today US Deputy
Secretary of State Richard Ar-
mitage arrives in New Delhi. Both
the Russia’s Vladimir Putin and the

Chinese leadership have officially
advised India to remain restrained,
while assuring it that theywould ex-
ert more pressure on Pakistan.
Prime Minister Vajpayee’s sta-
tement at Kupwara to the army
jawans that India would take deci-
sive action against Pakistan has

- evoked an assertive and smug re-

sponse . from Musharraf. Apart
from affirming Pakistan’s capacity
to retaliate effectively he has re-af-
firmed the nuclear threat. It is clear
that the West has a limited objec-
tive in preventing an Indo-Pakistan
war. It does not assign the neces-

paign against terrorism, he will - saryhigh prioritywhich India has of

*_countering jehadi terrorism against

Indian security. Nor do they seem
inclined to acknowledge the link -

rorism and the resulting politico-
military pressure on Pakistan which
India is trying to generate.

. This attitude of the major pow-
ers reduces India’s options. First, it
is clear that India would have to
carty on its campaign against ter-
rorism in J&K on its own, barring
general political sympathy from
the major powers. Second, India
should structure its Pakistan poli-
cies clearly on the predication that
any decisive military option chosen
by India would attract opposition
from the world.

India faces a complex challenge
of sustaining its credibility as a-
country capable of decisive action
against Pakistan’s mischief, while at
the same time ensuring that do-
mestic processes of election and
reconciliation are successfully car-
ried out. While we are mounting
diplomatic, political and limited
military pressure on Pakistan, the
litmus test would be our being able
to effectively neutralise Pakistan’s
long-term intentions. Given these
circumstances, there does not seem
to be any alternative to acting deci-
sively in operational terms against
Pakistan’s activities in J&K. /
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MOSCOW, JUNE 5. Russia will do everything in its
power to facilitate resumption of dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan, a Russian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman said.

“Itis extremely important that India and Pakis-
tan begin political dialogue and Russia together
with other countries will do its best to create fa-
vourable conditions for such a dialogue,” the
spokesman, Alexander Yakovenko, told a press
briefing here today.

The Russian President, Vladimir Putin, sent a
“strong signal” to the leaders of India and Pakis-
tan when he met them in Almaty on Tuesday that
“Russia and the international community are se-
riously concerned over the conflict between the
two countries,” the spokesman said. “Our im-
pression is that both India and Pakistan have
heeded the signal.”

“The leaders of both countries clearly stated
their reluctance to resort to a military solution,”

By Viadimir Radyuhin Y9 '

the Russian spokesman said. HoweVex, he made
it clear that Mr. Putin did not invite the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the\Pakistani
President, General Pervez Musharraf, to meet in
Moscow.

“Putin has invited Musharraf to Moscow to
continue discussions of the India-Pakistan stand-
off, and we will use all our numerous channels of
communication with India to pursue this subject
with Delhi as well.”

The spokesman said the situation in South Asia
would be discussed during the Russian Presi-
dent's meeting with his Chinese counterpart,
Jiang Zemin, in St. Petersburg this week on the
sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion summit. Moscow and Beijing “shared com-
mon interests on the principal issues of security
in South Asia.”

“Russia and China both have a stake in pro-
moting stability in the region and have both de-
clared the need for defusing tension between
India and Pakistan,” the spokesman said. /
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THE DISMAL CLOUDS that hung over Almaty
about a collapsing relationship between India
and Pakistan seem to be gradually dispersing.
Just when it appeared that the leaders of the two
countries could not even follow the ordinary
protocol of extending basic civil courtesies to-
wards each other during the course of a major
multilateral conference in the Kazakh city of Al-
maty, the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has revived hopes of some forward movement
towards a constructive re-engagement between
the two parties. “Joint patrolling” of the Line of
Control by Indian and Pakistani forces, the idea
now floated by Mr. Vajpayee, suggests that New
Delhi and Islamabad could explore the possibil-
ity of agreeing to work together and “verify” Pa-
kistan's recent pledge to end the endemic
“infiltration” of terrorists into India across the
LbC in Jammu and Kashmir. India’s initiative,
which implies a new willingness to trust Pakistan
but verify its intentions in a cooperative exercise,
deserves to be welcomed by Islamabad and the
larger international community. In fact, Mr. Vaj-
payee's conciliatory comments in this regard in
Almaty on Wednesday confirm the recent indi-
cations that India and Pakistan are quietly seek-
ing ways to reduce their unacceptably abnormal
tensions.

- Now, the idea of “joint patrolling” would suc-
cessfully pre-empt far less wholesome proposals
such as posting external monitors. Any suggesti-
on for international monitors of this kind at any
time will entail a certain intrusive presence of
external players along the India-Pakistan fron-
tier and along the Line of Control. Mr. Vajpayee’s
latest formula will have the merit of inducing
India-and Pakistan to collaborate and instil con-
fidence in each other over time. Islamabad’s
anxieties are of a qualitatively different kind.
Speaking before Mr. Vajpayee indicated his
mind, the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf,
was reported to have observed that New Delhi
was “an accuser and judge at the same time” in
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regard to infiltrations into India from the Pakista-
ni side. In a critical sense, Mr. Vajpayee now
seems to have gone some distance towards ac-
cepting Pakistan as a co-judge over matters con-
cerning infiltration. While Pakistan will not
certainly view this as a gilt-edged gift, Mr. Vaj-
payee has needlessly cited the logistical difficul-
ties of a harsh mountainous terrain in Jammu
and Kashmir to argue against the induction of
monitors from outside India and Pakistan. This
argument is open to scepticism on the wider in-
ternational stage. Not only that. The Prime Min-
ister could have placed his formula beyond the
pale of criticism on such counts by simply being
emphatic about the need for bilateralism in the
India-Pakistan context. The nuclear dimension
of the war-and-peace issues concerning India
and Pakistan is a strong factor that underlines
the importance of bilateral confidence-building
exercises. A cooperative “joint patrolling” can in-
deed serve as a good beginning towards confi-
dence-building across the entire spectrum of
India-Pakistan engagement over time.

It seemed to have been a matter of studied
protocol that Mr. Vajpayee cold-shouldered the
Pakistan President in Almaty during the first
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in Asia. New Delhi’s apparent
intention was to send out a signal that social
pleasantries of the cosmetic kind should not be
allowed to raise false hopes of a new diplomatic
breakthrough in respect of the India-Pakistan re-
lationship. Obviously, New Delhi was also keen
to prevent Gen. Musharraf, a consummate prac-
titioner of public diplomacy, from stealing the
show by playing the peacemaker. India perhaps
need not have struck such a defensive note when
in fact it seems to have been able to impress the
international community as regards the infiltra-
tion issue. New Delhi should, therefore, play its
cards with a greater degree of finesse and self-
assurance than that it showed at Almaty at this
time.
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KASHMIR IS THE ROOT CAUSE: MUSHARRAF

Cross-border terrorism has

“‘).\ '

By Atul

ALMATY, JUNE 4. India and Pakis-
tan were unable to make any
further headway in easing their
military tensions today, despite
the reiteration by the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
that New Delhi would take “ap-
propriate consequent steps” if
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, implemented his
eatlier promise of curbing
cross-border infiltration.

Mr. Vajpayee said this in re-
sponse to Gen. Musharraf’s as-
sertion during his address to the
Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-Building in Asia
that India’s refusal to address
the Kashmir issue and its resist-
ance to an immediate resump-
tion of dialogue were the root
causes for the military tensions
in the subcontinent. Gen.
Musharraf also blamed India for
the “inconclusive summit” at
Agra where the two sides were
unable to set in motion “a dia-
logue process on

Kashmir.” And he accused
India of disregarding the “rele-

vant Umted Nations Resolu-
tions” related to Kashmir, as
well as the “wishes of the Kash-
miri people.”

His tough rhetoric notwith-
standing, Gen. Musharraf did
not backtrack from his earlier
commitment of disallowing the
use of Pakistani soil for terror-
ism. Deviating from his pre-
pared text, Gen. Musharraf
reiterated that ‘“Pakistan will
not allow its territory to be used
for terrorism within or outside
its borders” and that “terrorism
in all its forms and manifesta-
tions” must be rejected.

While rebutting Gen. Mush-
arraf’s observations, Mr. Vaj-
payee also opened the door for
a de-escalation process if the
Pakistan President fulfilled his
promises on curbing infiltra-
tion. Explaining the context in
which India had set the condi-
tion that state-sponsored ter-
rorism must be terminated by
Pakistan for the bilateral talks to
resume, Mr. Vajpayee pointed
to the fact that Gen. Musharraf
had not fulfilled the promises
he made in his January 12 tele-

vised speech.

“The President of Pakistan
had publicly made two prom-
ises. One, that Pakistan will not
allow its territory to be used to
promote terrorism anywhere in
the world. Two, that no orga-
nisation will be allowed to in-
dulge in terrorism in the name
of Kashmir.” However, in the
following months, cross-border
infiltration had increased, vio-
lence in Jammu and Kashmir
continued unabated and “ter-
rorist camps operate unhinder-
ed across our borders,” he said.

Gen. Musharraf, on May 27,
had again committed himself to
stopping cross-border infiltra-
tion. But, “you will agree that
past record makes us very cau-
tious about accepting such
promises unquestioningly,” the
Prime Minister said. Neverthe-
less “if we see that action on the
ground corresponds to the
promises made by President
Musharraf, we will naturally
take consequent steps.”

Refuting Gen. Musharraf’s
charge that India was avoiding a
dialogue, Mr. Vajpayee said “as

ALMATY, JUNE 4. There was no
repeat of the dramatic Kath-
mandu handshake by the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, with the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, at the 16-nation Asian
security summit, where the
two leaders studiously avoid-
ed each other.

Wearing a dark Dblue
“bandh gala” suit, Mr. Vaj-
payee shook hands with sev-
eral leaders attending the
Conference on Interaction
and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia (CICA) here
but avoided Gen. Musharraf.

The Pakistan President,
dressed in a black “sherwa-
ni”, also did not make any
move to reach out to Mr. Vaj-
payee as he did at the Kath-
mandu SAARC summit in
January.

The Kazakh state TV, Kha-
bar, telecast live images of
Mr. Vajpayee walking with
some other leaders, a few
steps behind Gen. Musharraf.

At the group photograph
venue, the two leaders walked
to their respective positions,
avoiding any eye or body con-
tact.

Gen. Musharraf smiled and
turned his head towards Mr.

No handshake, eye contact

The Pakistani President, Pervez Musharraf, leaves the 16-

nation Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building

Measures in Asia in Almaty on Tuesday, after posing for a

group picture. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, is
at the background. — AP

Vajpayee, who kept looking
straight ahead.

In the waiting lounge out-
side the hall, the TV showed
Mr. Vajpayee chatting with
the Kazakhstan President,
Nursultan Nazarbayev, while
Gen. Musharraf stood next to
the Chinese President, Jiang
Zemin, Islamabad’s long-
time ally.

The two leaders seemed to
have worked out to minute
details on avoiding any inter-
action as they left the lounge
for a lunch hosted by Mr. Na-
zarbyev.

Earlier, renewing his offer
for resumption of dialogue in
his speech , Gen. Musharraf
did look at Mr. Vajpayee. —
PTI
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goto end for talks: PM

far as dlalogue is concerned, it is
India which has always taken

the initiative. I have been to La-

hore and invited President
Musharraf to Agra. We have re-

peatedly said that we are willing |

to discuss all issues with Pakis-
tan, including Jammu and
Kashmir. But for that, cross-
border terrorism has to end.”
Rejecting the justification or
understanding of terrorism on
any ground, he said “the killing
of innocent men, women and
children cannot be defended by

invoking any of the alleged |

grievances, underlying causes
or attendant circumstances.”
This observation assumes im-
portance in the light of Gen.
Musharraf’s emphasis on “ter-
rorism by state” as a key reason
for spiralling “violence and
terrorism.”

With the recent missile tests
by Pakistan and its threat of nu-

l

clear weapon use at the U.N. in- |

the backdrop, Mr. Vajpayee said
the CICA should call upon all
nuclear weapon states “not to
indulge in nuclear blackmail.”

Declaration vows
to eliminate
terrorism

ALMATY, JUNE 4. Pledging to
eliminate terrorism from the
face of Asia, leaders of 16
countries, including the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, today
signed a declaration which
was strongly advocated by

- New Delhi..

The nations, attending the
first summit of the Conference
on Interaction and
Confidence-Building measures
in Asia, also adopted the
Almaty Act, which recognised
that terrorism was a trans-
national threat and had to be
eradicated from the continent
through united efforts. The
Declaration on Eliminating
Terrorism and Promoting
Dialogue among Civilisations
said “we pledge to be
particularly vigilant, in order
to ensure that the global fight
against terrorism does not
become a war targeting

particular cultures, religions or |

nations.” The signatories to
the declaration and the Almaty
Act were Russia, China, India,
Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, Egypt, Iran, Israel,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Mongolia, Palestine, Tajikistan,

Turkey and Uzbekistan. —
UNI /
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THERE ARE NOW discernible indications that
India and Pakistan are inclined to pause at the
brink of what will be an unmitigated disaster.
The mind-boggling tensions remain unaccept-
ably high. Therefore, if the two sides are now
attempting to check the slide towards a horrific
war and in some irreversible ways, they should
first try to build upon the emerging hints of a
positive thinking. Two significant comments,
one each by the leaders of the two countries,
indicate their willingness at this stage to look
before taking the proverbial leap. Both the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Musharraf, and the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, have indeed
sought to soften the intensity of bilateral con-
frontation in the definitive context of mounting
international pressure on them to pull back from
the brink. Conspicuous surely is the qualitative
difference between the external pressure on In-
dia at this time and the heat on Pakistan from
the U.S.-led West as also from Russia among
others. Cognisant that the major powers are not
equating India with Pakistan in this’ situation,
Mr. Vajpayee has pledged to accept Gen. Mush-
arraf’s latest gesture of good neighbourliness if
the Pakistan President’s recent statements could
translate into “results” or ground realities as de-
sired by India. This certainly marks a new level of
conciliation in New Delhi’s word-for-word di-
plomacy as regards Pakistan in the specific con-
text of demands by the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, and others that Gen. Musharraf should
stop terrorist incursions into India. New Delhi
seems inclined to go by Washington’s percep-
tion that the Pakistan President has initiated
steps that could wind down cross-border terror-
ism. Gen. Musharraf seems eager, instead, to
dispel the international concerns that Pakistan’s
present standoff with India might even raise the
doomsday spectre of a nuclear Armageddon.
The scenario of a nuclear war between Pakis-
tan and India has come to impinge on the con-
science of the global community in the context
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of a stark contrast between the nuclear\security
doctrines of these two estranged neighbours.
While India has consistently stated that it will not
be the first to use nuclear weapons against any
country, Pakistan does not subscribe to a similar
principle. It is this notion of ambiguity about Pa-
kistan’s intentions which serves as grist to the
doomsday mills on the international stage. Now, |
although Pakistan is not alone among the states
possessing nuclear weapons in refusing to pro-
pound a ‘no-first-use’ policy, what seems to have
set Islamabad apart is its tendency to justify such
an attitude by citing its strategic vulnerability to a
big neighbour like India. The Pakistan President
has, therefore, sought to send a new confidence-
building signal to both India and the larger in-
ternational community by asserting that neither
New Delhi nor Islamabad is irresponsible
enough to wage a nuclear war. Appearing to un-
derline the inherent absurdity in the thinking of
the scare-mongers, he affirmed that “any sane
individual cannot even think of going into this
unconventional war, whatever the pressures”.

Closely linked to the international communi-
ty’s alarmist view of the largely uncontrolled ten-
sions between Islamabad and New Delhi are the
decisions by several major powers, led by the
U.S., to prune their diplomatic presence in India
and Pakistan. Their citizens have also been ad-
vised to leave India and Pakistan. Surely, it is not
a .question whether Gen. Musharraf's confi-
dence-building exercise to address the nuclear
question is not enough. While the recent terrorist
strikes against foreigners in Pakistan were first
cited by the key global players, India has attract-
ed adverse attention at present in view of New
Delhi’s unresolved crisis concerning Islamabad.
If the logic of these moves by the West and Japan
is to induce India and Pakistan to recognise the
costs of losing the confidence of foreign investors
and tourists, New Delhi and Islamabad cannot
also ignore the humanitarian and economic hor-
rors of war.
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o, India’s parameters for de-escalation .

A By Sandeep Dikshitg\f

NEW DELHI, JUNE 3. Top securi
planners here maintained that
deescalation of armed forces
from the border would be
“risky” unless Pakistan demon-
strated ‘in a concrete fashion
that it was ending support to
terrorism.

Having been “deceived”
twice by Islamabad’s assuranc-
es — once after the December
13 attack on Parliament and
then by the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf's address on
January 12 — New Delhi would
be keen on evaluating certain
parameters over a period of
time before it was convinced of
Pakistan’s intentions. “On our
part, we can't take the risk of
withdrawing from the border
unless there is some sign of a
permanent change of policy by
Pakistan,” reiterated senior De-
fence Ministry officials.

The parameters which will

rm the initial basis for any
analysis include the level of vio-
lence, magnitude of communi-
cation traffic between terrorists
in Jammu and Kashmir and
their mentors across the Line of
Control, trend of supplies in
terms of food and ammunition,
pace of hawala transactions and
the intensity of firing from the
Pakistani side which usually
picks up during infiltration bids.
These have to be analysed over
at least four weeks before firm
indicators become available.

The sources said communi-
cations intercepts have indicat-
ed that at a recent ISI-convened
meeting, the various ‘tanzeems’
were asked to stop infiltration
for the “time being”. The Pakis-
tani 10 corps commander was
also instructed to stop abetting
cross-border incursions. “But as
yet there is no evidence of these
instructions having been com-
plied with,” said Government
SOUICES.

It was pointed out that India
would have to be extremely cau-
tious while surmising the trends
post-December 13 and espe-
cially after January 12 because a
slight lull was reported in the
following months as compared
to the same period last year.
However, the data available
with security forces shows that
Pakistan had again reactivated
its support for terrorists in May.
In fact according to most indi-
cators, May 2002 proved much
hotter for the security forces
compared to the same month
last year. Terrorist incursions,
stand-off firing, IED blasts and
grenade explosions increased
significantly. .

Although some ‘over-run’
could be expected even after Pa-
kistan totally stopped support-
ing the terrorists, Ministry
officials felt the next logical step
after India was convinced of its
action should be the posting of
observers along the LoC to as-

certain the ground situation
first-hand. “The U.S. and Britain
could monitor Pakistan's ac-
tions,” they suggested, while
making it clear that any decision
of this type would have to come !
from the political executive. |

i
‘No use of nuclear arms’ |

Meanwhile, in an attempt to
address international concerns,
India today emphatically ruled
out use of nuclear weapons
against Pakistan. “The Govern-
ment makes it clear that India
does not believe in the use of
nuclear weapons. Neither does
it visualise that it will be used by
any other country,” said a De-
fence Ministry statement.

Reacting to media reports
about the possible use of nucle-
ar weapons in the context of the
current India-Pakistan stand
off, the Government said India |
is a responsible nation and “it
feels it will be imprudent to use
such weapons”.
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~"Pak. whipping
4up tension,
Wsays Ivano

A }C By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOBCOW, JUNE 3. Russia’s De-
fence Minister, Sergei Ivanov,
has accused Pakistan of whip-
ping up tension with India by
allowing terrorists to cross over
into India and by conducting
missile tests. “Armed terrorists
and extremists from Pakistan
keep infiltrating into the Indian
territory,” the Interfax news
agency quoted Mr. Ivangy as
saying on Monday. %, (W

“This is a fact you can’t turn a
blind eye to. Moreover, the ter-
rorists who are crossing into In-
dia are the same as those who
have been squeezed out of Af-
ghanistan.” Speaking hours be-
fore the Russian President,
Vladimir Putin, headed for Ka-
zakhstan to discuss the Indo-
Pakistan standoff with the lead-
ers of the both countries on the
sidelines of the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in Asia on
Tuesday, Mr. Ivanov described
as “provocative’” the missile
tests by Pakistan. “It is wrong
and provocative to carry out any
testing of nuclear-capable
weapons in conditions of ex-
treme tension and suspicion
and the placing of armed forces
on heightened alert... This test-
ing will inevitably push Delhi to
take proportionate retaliatory
action.” Mr. Ivanov endorsed
Western estimates that about 12
million could die instant deaths
and 7 million slow deaths in the
event of nuclear strikes. “Even if
nuclear weapons are not used,
the conflict would have grave
consequences since too many
people live in the region (Jam-
mu and Kashmir).” .

F\

7
Goh calls for
restraint
By Amit Baruah

INGAPORE, JUNE 3. The Singa-

ore Prime Minister, Goh Chok

ong, has urged both India and
Pakistan to “exercise maximum
restraint’. He made the re-
marks when the Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes, called
on him today.

A spokesman for the Prime
Minister said Mr. Goh and Mr.
Fernandes discussed the Indo-
Pak. situation and Islamic mil-
itancy in the region. “On India-
Singapore relations, they af-
firmed their support for
stronger defence ties and grea-
ter intelligence co-operation.
Prime Minister Goh also called
on India to increase its relations
with South-East Asia.”

Mr. Fernandes, who left for
New Delhi this evening, also
visited the Singapore Armoured
Centre and the Changi Naval
Base.




- ‘India fast running out

‘+of diplomatic optichs’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami x/\() - il

WASHINGTON, JUNE 2. For the last six months, India
has been exercising diplomatic options but the
country is in a stage that it is fast running out of
those options.

“War can be avoided if Pakistan can be per-
suaded to switch off terrorism,” India’s Ambassa-
dor to the United States, Lalit Mansingh, said on
Fox News on Sunday.

‘“ War is not an option of our choice. We have
been facing a series of terrorist acts. We have lost
more than 1,000 people after September 11, and
the last attack on May 14 was particularly grue-
some when the terrorists went to an Army camp
and killed basically women and children,” he
said.

“We have diplomatic options and the last
choice is military action. For the last six months
we have been exercising the diplomatic option.
Now we are coming to a stage when we’re run-
ning out of diplomatic options,” he said in the
talk show.

On the situation in the sub-continent, Mr.
Mansingh said: ‘“Let’s get to the bottom of this.

' Why did the situation arise? For the last 15 to 20

years, we have been facing terrorism from across
the borders from Pakistan. And today, we are fac-
ing a violation of our borders; terrorist groups
coming in and killing women and children and
threats of use of nuclear weapons against us. We
are in a situation where we have to defend
ourselves.”

A few minutes earlier, on the saine show, the
Pakistani Ambassador to the U.S., Maleeha Lod-
hi, insisted that there was no cross-border “infil-
tration” and called for a neutral monitoring
force. She stressed that the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf’s orders of January were being
implemented, and asked how there could be in-
filtration with “some 2,00,000 Indian troops” on
the Line of Control.

Asked if the terrorist camps in Pakistan-con-
trolled territory had been dismantled or put out
of business, Ms. Lodhi said that her country’s soil
and territory would not be allowed to be used for
carrying out terrorist activities against other
countries.

“ When we give our word, we deliver..We
stand by our word,” she said adding that the in-
ternational community should have ‘‘patience”
and that India must also respond.

Ms. Lodhi was asked if Pakistan would resort to
nuclear weapons if India launched a limited
“raid” against terrorist camps: “ To talk about
nuclear weapons in such a cavalier way would be
hugely irresponsible,” she said. “My President
has already said that even contemplating a nucle-
ar conflict is irresponsible and insane.

“However, let there be no mistake. These fancy
notions of limited war, hot pre-emptions are dan-
gerous illusions in the minds of Indian strategic
and military planners. If there is any aggression
that is committed against my country, my coun-
try will respond appropriately in self-defence,”
she said.
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~ Pak. must match words

‘.- With action, says PM

By Our Speciql Correspondent
NEW DELHI, JUNE 2. For the first
time since the May 14 Kaluchak
terrorist attack in Jammu, the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has given a clear indica-
tion that a war in the
sub-continent could be averted
if “results on the ground”
matched the words of Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, on
stopping infiltration and export
of terrorism.

While leaving for Kazakhstan
to attend the Almaty Summit
Conference for Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures
in Asia (CICA) this morning, Mr.
Vajpayee made a brjef state-
ment. “In recent days, we have
seen some statements by Gen.
Musharraf. I have also spoken
with President Bush and Prime
Minister Blair ...If we see the re-
sult on the ground of Gen.
Musharraf’'s statements, we
shall certainly give it our serious
consideration.”

For nearly three weeks a war
hysteria has been steadily built
up. The Prime Minister himself
spoke of a “decisive battle” and
asked the jawans on the forward
lines to be prepared to sacrifice
their lives. Pakistan’s High
Commissioner here was asked
to leave and certain operational
orders were given indicating
that military conflict was
imminent.

The official stance even after
Gen. Musharraf’s May 27 tele-
vised address was that he had
said nothing new, he had failed
to act on promises made in Ja-
nuary and that Pakistan contin-
ued to be the “epicentre of
terrorism” and signals from Pa-
kistan were “dangerous”. It was
also repeatedly emphasised by

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the Union Home Minister, L.K. Advani, and the
External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, at the Indira Gandhi Intemational Airport in New
Delhi before his departure for Kazakhstan on Sunday. — AP

individual Ministers, the Gov-
ernment and the ruling Bharati-
ya Janata Party that “the
General was not to be trusted”
and this time India must give a
“fitting response” to Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism.

But today there was a decided
change in stance. It did not go
unnoticed that Mr. Vajpayee
talked hbout looking out for “re-
sults on the ground” after refer-
ring to his recent’ telephonic
talks with President Bush and
Prime Minister Blair.

Mr. Vajpayee mentioned that
during his Almaty stay he would

be meeting President Putin of
Russia and President Jiang Ze-
min of China to discuss with
them India’s views on cross-
border terrorism, which had led
to tensions in the region.

It is expected that both the
leaders will try to defuse the
tensions and impress upon
both India and Pakistan not to
precipitate the already danger-
ous situation which could push
the sub-continent into a nucle-
ar holocaust.

A large number of Cabi

nal Affairs Minister, Jaswant
Singh, and the Finance Minis-
ter, Yashwant Sinha, were pre-
sent to see Mr. Vajpayee off.

The Prime Minister said that
the Almaty summit would be
adopting a declaration con-
demning terrorism and that the
host country “shared our per-
spective on the threat to peace
from international terrorism.”

The visit would also provide
an opportunity for strengthen-
ing a bilateral political dialogue
Ministers, including the Hofne between India and Kazakhstan,
Minister, L.K. Advani, the pkter- he added. /

/7

. e



FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, June 1: A batch of
50 non-essential staff and
diplomats of the US embassy
today left for home along
with their families, setting in
motion a trend that could
catch on if tension escalates
in the pubcontinent. Many
more, i uding family mem-
bers of 'staff in the Calcutta
consulate, are expected to
leave in the next few days.

. The British high commissi-
on also began evacuating its
members and indicated that
about 250 people, most of them
dependants of diplomats and
“non-essential” officials, would
leave the country soon.

The departure of foreigners
gathered momentum with the
United Nations, France, Japan
and some other smaller coun-
tries following America’s exam-
ple in advising non-essential
mission staff to pack their bags.
So have Australia, New Zealand
and Canada. Netherlands and
Belgium, too, joined the list.

" “More non-emergency staff
members of the US embassy and
their dependants are expected to
leave in the next few days,” a US
embassy spokesman said.

A UN official pointed out that.
though there was no deadline,
several hundred staffers. and"
family members would leave
India in the next few days. How-

ever, the situation' has not-

reached a stage where embassies
have to fly in their own aircraft
to evacuate their staff.

Neither the UN nor the
French government or the other
smaller western nations were
willing to admit that their deci-
sion was a reflection of the dete-
riorating situation. They argued
that the “precautionary meas-
ures” have become vital in the
face of the military build-up
along the border.

Though Japan has not asked
its diplomatic staff to leave,
Tokyo has made it clear to family
members of embassy officials
and other Japanese nationals

visiting or workmg in Indla t at
it may be advisable to leave.

India refused to react official-
ly to the exodus, saying it was
the “sovereign” decision of indi-
vidual nations. Some feel that
this could be an attempt by
Washington to pressure Delhi
into de-escalating.

But South Block officials dif- -

fered, pointing out that if Ameri-
cawas planning to do so, it wasa
weak strategy as Delhi was firm
in its stand that the Pervez Mu-
sharraf regime would first have
to stop cross-border terrorism.

On the other hand, they said,
if America and other western
nations were seriously concer-
ned about a war breaking out, it
would mean more pressure on
Pakistan to deliver.

Washington, however, con-
tinued to be hopeful of a diplo-
matic breakthrough. Deputy sec-
retary of state Richard Ar-
mitage will reach Pakistan on
June 5 and will be in India the
next day for talks with the lead-
ership of the two countries. He
will be followed by defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld.

Musharraf also tried to allay
growing fears of a nuclear war.
“I don’t think either side is that
irresponsible to go to that limit,”
he told-CNN. “I would even go
to the .extent of saying one

dn’t even be discussing
** these things, becatise any sane
individual cannot even think of
going into this unconventional

War, whatever&xepressures.”
However, - the potential for

regular tit-for-tat events to add to
the tension was on display today
when an Indian high commis-
sion employee in Islamabad was
abducted by suspected ISI opera-
tives. Yesterday, a Pakistan high
commission official was de-
tained here on spying charges.

A release from the Lok Sabha
secretariat today said the Japan-
ese ambassador told Speaker
Manohar Joshi that his country
has asked Pakistan to allow
international observers to
“mdependently verify” if mili-
tant camp$ have been disbanded.

- _Dipl W}nat depart

Partmg
gift in
garage
‘sale

FROM JAYANTAROY
CHOWDHURY IN NEW DELHI

Diplomat leaving, must sell
Olympus camera/lenses, Sony
video camera, coffee tables, beds,
wardrobes, deep freezer, electron-
ic toys, crockery.

The season of strife has car-
ried with it a baggage of spoils
for the capital. Delhi woke up on
Saturday morning to dailies
packed with advertisements of
garage sales by diplomats who
are keeping their bags packed.

Some newspapers had whole
columns of classifieds, advertis-
ing garage sales of household
goods by departing families of
diplomats.

Contact numbers of most of
the advertisements were from
Chanakyapuri, Delhi’'s diplo-
matic enclave. Such sales, a
favourite with Delhi’s bargain-

-hunters, usually gather momen-
» tum during spring-cleaning by

the diplomats’ families.

-+« But the number-of adwerﬁie&

ments has suddenly shot yg after
several western countrigh issued
advisories that give families and
non-essential staff the option of
leaving India.

Diplomats are not taking any
chances but several expatriate
business executives working
here said “it is work as usttal”.
“For an.outsider who has. not
lived in India, the ‘tensions’ re-
ported out of here have more ef
fect than for those of us whodive
and work here, For me, iﬂswﬂrk
as usual,” said Sue ’Evans of the
consulting firm, AT Kearney.

CII president Ashok Soot

said: “It (the advisory) is an
overreaction at this stage. Busi-
ness is normal and has not been
impacted,”

An dfficial at automobile gia-
nt Suzuki, whose home country
Japan on Saturday joined the ad-
¥isory list, said: “Nobody is leav-
ing. In fact, we may be getting mo-
re Japanese officials coming in.”

The foreign tourist, too, has
yet to hit the panic button. Glob-
al airline offices in Delhi said
there was no panic sale of tickets
out of India and hotels ruled out
any cancellations.

Debasish Chatterjee, head of
CTI Travels, said he thought the
travel advisories would mean a
“nightmare for us. But really, it

ures take off

A British family prepares to board a flight in Delhi. (PTT) -

is business as usual”. He said
most west-bound flights are fly-
ing quarter to half empty.

“I agree. There is no panic tc
get out,” said Air-India’s Rohita
Jaidka. Incoming flights are
however, also not doing brisk
business mainly “because of the
hot weather”. )
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/l HAVE NO PROBLEM IN MEETING VAJPAYEE’ ,\/
- Musharraf rules out ;3.

possibility of nuclear war

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 1. The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, today ruled out the pos-
sibility of a nuclear conflict between India
and Pakistan, dismissed as ‘‘absolutely
baseless” allegations of Islamabad moving
nuclear missiles near the border and ex-
pressed willingness to meet the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, in Almaty next
week.

“I don't think either side is that irrespon-
sible to go to that limit,” he told CNN in an
interview.

“I would even go to the extent of saying
one shouldn’t even be discussing these
things, because any sane individual cannot
even think of going into this unconvention-
al war, whatever the pressures.”

Gen. Musharraf said he was willing to

meet Mr. Vajpayee in Almaty, Kazakhstan,
where both leaders will attend an Asian
summmit from June 4.

“It depends more on Prime Minister Vaj-
payee,” he said.

“I have no problem in the meeting. I
have been saying that all along. This ques-
tion needs to be put to him"".

Reacting to the charges that Islamabad
had moved its nuclear missiles near the
border, Gen. Musharraf said ‘““that Pakistan
ever moved any nuclear asset or deployed
its missiles is baseless, absolutely baseless.”

“If India has moved their missiles this is
extremely dangerous and a very serious es-
calation, an extremely serious escalation.
The international community must take

note of this becayise you can’t distinguish
what is conventidnal and what is uncon-
ventional,” he said.

“Let us hope gobd sense prevails (and)
this does not lead t§ escalation. It has not,
because we are restraining ourselves, and
let Indians not test our patience and re-
straint because it will be very dangerous.”

When reminded that India had a stated
policy that it would not be the first to strike
with nuclear weapons, Gen. Musharraf said
Pakistan backed something “much bigger
than that”.

“We've called for a no-war pact (with In-
dia), that there shouldn’t be any war. We've
called for de-nuclearisation of South Asia,
so we’ve called for reduction of forces,” he
said. — PTI

" Indian mission staffer abducted in Pak.

S

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 1. A staff mem-
ber of the Indian High Commis-
sion in Islamabad was abducted
today by plainclothesmen, an
embassy spokesman said. In-
dia’s acting ambassador, Sudhir
Vyas, said that complaints had
been made to the Pakistan For-
eign Ministry and police about
the kidnapping of Kulwant
Singh, who works in the embas-
sy administration section.

The incident comes a day af-
ter the Delhi Police detained
Aamir Shabir, a Pakistan High
Commission staff officer.

Mr. Vyas said that Mr. Singh
was abducted from near his res-
idence around 11.30 a.m. while
returning home from his office
along with his 10-year-old son
on a two-wheeler. A group of

N

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, JUNE 1. The list of
countries and international or-
ganisations advising their dip-
lomatic staff and citizens to
leave India is gradwally swell-
ing.

Australia today joined the
United States and the United
Kingdom in advising its “non-
essential”’ staff and dependents
to leave the country due to the

persons intercepted Mr. Singh
near the apartment at the Royal
Enclave, a complex where most
of the Indian High Commission
staffers live. Mr. Vyas quoted
Mr. Singh’s son, who was left
behind by the abductors, as say-
ing that the men pulled his fa-
ther from the motorcycle,
pushed him into a taxi cab and
drove him to an unknown
place. —PTI, Reuters

Delhi lodges protest

By Our Special
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 1. India today
lodged a strong protest with Pa-
kistan over the abduction of its
staffer in its High Commission
in Islamabad and said the in-

cident was "unfortunate and re-
grettable’’. "Our acting High
Commissioner in Islamabad
has protested against the ab-
duction very strongly during a
meeting with the Director-Gen-
eral, South Asia, in the Pakistan
Foreign Office and we have con-
veyed our strong protest to the
Pakistan Government,” the
spokesperson of the Ministry of
External Affairs, Nirupama Rao,
said. India wanted the immedi-
ate release of Kulwant Singh,
she said. "We expect Pakistan to
respond to this demand without
any delay and to ensure no
harm whatsoever comes to
him.”

Asked who could be the cul-
prit, she said that Pakistan’s in-
telligence agencies had played a

rising tens\ons between India
and Pakistan. The decision,
Australian embassy officials
said, was prompted more by
the uncertainty of the situation
than the fear of a conflict.

While there is no demarca-
tion on who would comprise
the “non-essential” category,
embassy officials hope to final-
ise the list by Monday.

The United Nations office

More foreigners leaving India

here too convened a meeting to
inform its officials that all fam-
ily members and dependents
would have to leave India dur-
ing next week.

It, however, categorically
said that its entire staff would
continue to work. In all, the
U.N. has 184 non-Indian staff
members and 260 registered
non-Indian dependents here.

“This is not exactly mandato-

“major role” on all such previ-
ous occasions. The incident
showed Pakistan’s ‘‘pathologi-
cal hostility’’ towards India and
its intelligence agencies 'play a
major part in such abductions
and their behavioural patterns
are well-known to us.” She,
however, acknowledged that to-
day’s abduction was a’ rétalja-
tion to Friday's incident
involving an assistant from the
Pakistani High Commission
here.

The Pakistani staffer, Aamir
Shabir, was caught red-handed
accepting classified documents
from an Indian Air Force ser-
geant. The Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice has lodged a strong protest
with India over the alleged “ab-
duction and torture”

|
|
ry for all dependents and family |
members of our staff to ob- \
serve,” said the Director of the
U.N. Information Centre, Feo-

dor Starcevich.

“But if they do not wish to
leave the country, they would
also no longer remain a respon-
sibility of the U.N. We have,
however, set no deadline.”

Insisting that the decision
was not a result of any security
assessment, Mr. Starcevich pre-
ferred to term it as “good
house-keeping measures” —
the logic being that thinning
down of numbers would make
it easier for an emergency evac-
uation, if the need arises. '

Similar reasoning was given
by many embassies.

Meanwhile, alarmed by their
Government’s advisory, about
50 “non-emergency’  staff
members and dependents of
the U.S. embassy officials left
the country within hours of its
being issued on Friday night.
Nearly two-thirds of the U.S.
embassy staff come under the
“non-emergency”’ category.
Similarly, about 60 members of
the 110 British nationals with
the U.K. High Commission and
its allied offices have lined up to
leave the country soon.

Germany and France have al-
so issued advisories to their na-
tionals. .

However, both these coun-
tries have restricted them fo
family members and dep‘e}/
ents. Their staff will continue to
stay on for the time being. i

P



y keeps tabs
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NEW DELHI, May 31. — It is still “too
carly” to assess if President Musharraf is
living up to his most recent promises —
made, among others, to the British foreign
secretary — to deny the use of his territo-
ry by militants operating in Jammu and
Kashmir, Army sources said here today.

The situation is being monitored and
the government being informed of all de-
velopments.

While infiltration across the LoC is be-
ing closely watched, the
Army would assess the lev-
els of violence in Jammu
and Kashmir, communica-
tions across the frontier

Powell: Prnof
_on infiltr;

: WASHING’I’ON May 3L

quired to ease the current stand-off on
the borders.

Declaring that it was in no way
alarmed by senior Pakistani officials talk-
ing about a nuclear conflict, Army sour-
ces emphasised that the nuclear capabili-
ty of both nations placed “no constraints”
on conventional warfare and military op-
erations as conceived by India.

Credible inputs had been received of
the presence of a substantial number of
Al-Qaida elements in PoK and across the
LoC in the Kargil sector. Thus far they
had not been involved in militant activi-
ties — the question that
arose was if they were be-
ing “held back” for some-
thing bigger.

Intelligence reports al-

jon

and supplies and finances — Contrary to Gen: Pervez  so pointed to some of the
extended to militants. Fir- Musharraf’s: claim; Gen. militants being given up-
ing of heavy weapons, of- Colin Powell said the USA: graded training — partic-

ten to cover infiltration,
would be another factor in
the calculus.

Stressing that any deci-

“has evidence on continued
-cross-border infiltration ‘in-
to J&K. But US: state
:department spokesman Mr

ularly in sabotage activi-
ties — in the recent
weeks. The obvious game
plan was to use them as

sion requiring the Indian - Richard Bouchersaid there “fifth columnists” in the
forces to launch opera- were indications that Pak- event of war.

tions would be taken at istan was cracking downon  The Army indicated it
the political level, the Ar- mcnrs!meTI&AFP was not particularly con-

my said it was more than

ready to do all that was needed. The mili-
tary objective would be to degrade the
adversary to the extent that it would real-

ise that support to cross-border terrorism’

was a folly, a price too high to sustain. If
it wants to avoid such degradation, Paki-
stan will have to abandon its terrorism-
backing policies.

The Army, however, indicated that
Pakistan’s track record gave no room to
optimism. It is convinced that the pattern
of violence in J&K would change drasti-
cally if the Pakistani army severs its links
with militant outfits and ceases to sup-
port their activities. It was “up to the
Pakistan army” to take the action re-

k

cerned about reports that
Pakistan army units, an estimated three
or four divisions, that had been deployed
along the Afghan border, were moving
east. That the movement was on, in fact,
had been noticed before it was an-
nounced yesterday.

Confirming that artillery and mortar
firing had intensified post-Kaluchak, the
Army said it was ensuring swift and tell-
ing retribution. A major difference in the
fire-assaults being the Pakistani guns hit-
ting villages on Indian soil while the
counter-fire was consistently directed
against legitimate military targets.

27 May, 737 militants had been killed.

Between the beginning of this year ary

e 2m?
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~ PRESSUR ON USA FIGHTING AL-QAIDA

Paka
sion to LoC

diver

[

ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI,
May 30. — In an effort to put
pressure on the USA and West-
ern countries involved in opera-
tions against the Taliban and Al-
Qaida, Gen. Pervez Musharraf
today claimed he was thinking of
moving troops from its border
with Afghanistan to the Indo-Pak
border and the Line of Control.

General Musharraf’s state-
ments came after Pakistan offi-
cially announced it had made
“some readjustment of troops
along the western border... in
view of the adverse posture of
the Indian armed forces.”

“We are contemplating mov-
ing some elements onto the east
if at all the tension remains as
high ‘as they are now. The move-
ment has not started,” he told a
news conference today. -

The movement of troops from
Baluchistan and NWFP, where
Pakistan has a corps each, is
seen to have two major reper-
cussions. First, fewer troops on
the Afghan-Pak border will
make it more ‘porous,” probably
allowing Al-Qaida and Taliban
militants to slip into Pakistan.
This is exactly what the Western
allies like the USA still looking
for Bin Laden, Mullah Omar
and thousands of other fugitives
. do not want. Once in NWFP,
they are expected to “merge”

va (},\N\ é(/f

with the locals, as thousands
have, Indian officials believe.
Moving troops to the Indian
side is also a message to the
world that tensions are rising
along the Indo-Pak border and
the LoC. If several thousand
more troops are necessary when

Stop incursions,
Bush to Pervez

WASHINGTON, May 30. —
President Bush announced
today he is sending Defence
Secretary Mr Donal Rums-
feld to India and Pakistan next
week, and said President
Musharraf must stop incur-
sions across the LoC.

Mr Colin Powell is consider-
ing scaling -down US presence
in the region. Mr Bush said:
“Musharraf must stop incur-
sions. He said he would. We

. are making it clear that he must
live up to his word.” — PTI

several lakhs are already dug in
since December, it is more to
tell the world that Pakistan fears
war. As the General today said,
the first priority is security and
at the moment, the country is
subjected to aggression. There-

fore, the country needs all “re- .

sources” to confront India.

The troop-movement timing is
important. Though there was a
reference to it two days ago by
US defence secretary Mr Donald

lans troop

#{s

Rumsfeld, Pakistan mentioned it
today, a day after Mr Jack Straw,
British foreign secretary, made
tough statements about Pakistan
having to stop infiltration into
J&K. Mr Richard Armitage, US
deputy secretary of state, will be
in Islamabad and New Delhi on
4 and 6 June respectively.

This is the second instance of
pressure on the US and other
Western powers. Last week,
Pakistan said it was planning to
ask the UN to release 4,000 of its
troops serving in Sierra Leone as
part of a peace-keeping force.
India is still assessing whether
there is actually any troop move-
ment or not, though some may
have been pulled out éarlier.

The Prime Minister today met
Mr LK Advani, Mr George Fer-
nandes and Mr Jaswant Singh
for a review of the border situa-
tion. The meeting is being con-
sidered significant as Mr Fer-
nandes left for Singapore to take
part in the Asian Security Con-

“ference where he is likely to

meet the British defence secre-
tary and top officials of the Phil-
ippines and New Zealand. The
PM will be away in Kazakhstan,
where a meeting between him
and Gen. Musharraf is being
talked of though the Indian gov-
ernment has denied such a pos-
sibility.

B Editorial: Violence in the

valley, page
More reports on pyet 6
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~MUSHARRAF MUST LIVE UP TO HIS WORD: BUSH/j

Rumsfeld coming

to defuse tension

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 30, The United
States President, George Bush,
today said the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf “must
stop incursions across the Line
of Control” and announced that
he was sending his Defence Sec-
retary, Donald Rumsfeld, to the
Indian sub continent early next
week.

Next week, the Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Richard Armitage,
will be travelling to India and
Pakistan. The White House has
said there will be no change in
this part of the plan; and that
the objective of both the Armii-
age and Rumsfeld missions is to
reduce tensions in South Asia,

“..we’re part of an interna-
tional coalition applying pres-
sure to both parties, particularly
to President Musharraf.

He must stop the incursions
across the Line of Control; he
must do so. He said he would do
so. We and others are making it
clear to him that he must live up
to his word,” Mr. Bush said dur-
ing a photo opportunity at a
Cabinet Meeting at the White
House.

He made it clear that it was
impressed upon both India and
Pakistan that war was not in
their interests.

Asked if there were plans to
evacuate American civilians
and troops from India and Pa-
kistan, he said, “...both Secre-
taries are analysing what it
would take to protect American
lives, if need be. Secondly, we
are making it very clear to both
Pakistan and India that war will
not serve their interests.”

Mr. Bush said the Al-Qaeda
should not have derive any ben-
efit from a conflict between In-
dia and Pakistan. “.they
(Al-Qaeda) shouldn’t think
they're going to gain any advan-
tage as a result of any conflict
that may be — or talk of conflict
between India and Pakistan —
because we're still going to hunt
them down. This is a long war.”

The Pentagon is convinced
that the impact of the rising In-
dia-Pakistan tensions is already
being felt as far as the hunt for
the Al-Qaeda and top lieuta-
nents of Osama bin Laden. The
Defence Department is worried
that Pakistan has shifted much
of its troop concentration from
its border with Afghanistan to

ot

the Kashmir areas. At the same
time, there is the compelling ar-
gument here that much of the
Al-Qaeda remnants, including
perhaps Osama bin Laden, are
in Pakistan.

The USA Today is reporting
that a U.S. government team is
in India to plan for the possible
evacuation of troops and citi-
zens from both India and Pakis-
tan. There are an estimated
1000 U.S. forces in three bases
in Pakistan and another 100
Commandos currently in a Joint
Training Exercise with Indian
forces in Agra. The report
quotes a Pentagon official
“close to war planners” as say-
ing that the presence of Amer-
ican troops in Pakistan and
India might be deterring the ri-
vals from launching a war.

Officials of the State Depart- |
ment and the U.S. Pacific Com- |
mand have started drawing up}
evacuation plans for between
50,000 to 60,000 American citi-|;
zens — virtually all of themli
from India. An airlift of this
magnitude “would dwarf the
evacuation of Americans from |
Vietnam,” the paper quotes al
military official familiar with |
airlift capabilities as saying.

We should avol

ISLAMABAD, MAY 30. After threatening to
unleash a storm if Indian forces set foot
on Pakistan’s soil, the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, today
scaled down his rhetoric by offering the
guarantee that his country will not

initiate a war.

“All that I can do is give my own
assurance that we will try to avoid
conflict. It will be the utmost endeavour

to avoid conflict.

“I have been saying all along that
conflict will only take place here if it is
initiated by India. We will not be the
initiators. This is my guarantee,” he told

reporters here.

Gen. Musharraf has in the past two
days increased the tempo of the military
tensions by issuing a series of warnings
to take the war into Indian territory.

Asked what message he had for the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,

To a question on mediation, he said:
“Any mediation helps. It does serve a
good purpose. We encourage medidtion.

“(The British Foreign Secretary) Jack
Straw came here and we had a frank
discussion with him. I am sure such
third-party interaction do help defuse

the situation.”

e
d' war;

Gen. Musharraf said: “I am a soldier and
know what destruction it (war) causes. 1
know what happens when your
colleagues suffer, and maybe even die. I
understand the miseries of war.

“There is need for both sides to avoid
war. This is my message to Mr.
Vajpayee,” he said after signing the
trilateral gas pipeline project involving
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Turkmenistan.

Asked whether Pakistani troops were
being moved from the Afghan borders
and re-deployed along the border with
India, Gen. Musharraf said: “We are very

M

now.” He,

;gorces.”

-—

usharraf

seriously contemplating moving some
elements out of these onto the east, if at }
all tensions remain as high as they are

of troops had not yet started.

A military statement had earlier said
that “a contingent of Pakistan troops
commenced its movement from the .
western border to reinforce Pakistan !
troops deployed along the eastern
border” in a “readjustment in view of
the adverse posture of the Indian armed

however, said the movement

It

. Gen., Mysharraf said that Pakistan’s
first priority was its own security and
none should grudge it.

“If Pakistan is subjected to aggression,

all our resources will be posted where

they are needed most,” he said adding
that it all depended on the situation at
the border with India and some them
might be moved from there. — PTI

Pak. threatens to use n-weapons

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 30. Pakistan
says it will resort to nuclear
weapons even in a conventional
war and that India should not
have the “licence to kill", the
country’s new Ambassador to
the United Nations, Munir Ak-
ram, told a news conference in
New York today.

“India should not have the li-
cence to kill with conventional
weapons while Pakistan’s hands
are tied regarding other means
to defend itself,” he said.

Mr. Akram’s comments —
seen in some quarters as pro-
vocative — did not elicit any im-
mediate response from
diplomats or officials at the
U.N.

His utterances come at a time
when there is the definite feel-
ing here and elsewhere that one
way of lowering the temper-
ature in the subcontinent is for
both sides to stay away from in-
flammatory rhetoric.

Islamabad is using the U.N.
to put its case across and, in the
process, urging the Security
Council to take up not just the
issue of tension along the bor-
der with India but also the ques-
tion of Kashmir.

“Whenever there is threat of
use of force against a member-
state and threat to international
peace and security, there is an
obligation for the Council to ad-
dress that situation,” Mr. Akram

said and stressed that the Secu-
rity Council had the responsib-
ility of addressing the Kashmir
issue.

The U.N. Secretary-General
and other member-states had
obligations to implement the
Security Council Resolutions.

He said Britain had suggested
that a 300-strong helicopter
monitoring force be deployed
along the Kashmir border.

Loose talk,

NEW DELHI, MAY 30. Sharply reacting to Pakistan’s threat to use
nuclear weapons in the event of a war, India today said
this was yet another “manifestation of loose t
stepped up its diplomatic offensive against Istamabad
stating its position on the current situation on the border.
Responding to the remarks of the Pakistan Ambassador
to United Nations, Munir Akram, that Islamabad had never
subscribed to the no-first use of nuclear weapons, the
External Affairs Ministry spokesperson, Nirupama Rao, said
“this is yet another manifestation of loose talk and
irresponsible statements emanating from Pakistan.” — PTI

says‘ India

” and

According to Mr. Akram, the

.proposal was made during the

recent visit of the British For-
eign Minister, Jack Straw, to Is-
lamabad.

Pakistan would consider the
proposal if India too accepted it,
Mr. Akram was quoted as say-
ing.

Britain apparently told Pakis-
tan that it had carried out a
study and concluded such a
force would be sufficient to
monitor the LoC.

Mr. Akram defined what con-
stituted “aggression” by India
that would be responded to by
Pakistan.

“Any action by India to attack
across the Line of Control,
across the International Border,
any aerial attack on our territo-
ry, any attack on our assets like
shipping, any action to eco-
nomically strangulate Pakistan
— all of these will be acts of ag-
gression by India and will be re-
sponded to by Pakistan,” heA
said. 7
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BY Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI, MAY 29. The Indo-Pa-
kistani Permanent Indus Com-
mission (PIC) has no plans to
visit Jammu and Kashmir where

450 MW Bagliar hydro-power
project in Doda district.

Normally both sides under-
take a joint inspection of project
sites, but this time no such visit
has been planned at a time
when tensions are running high
between both the countries.

The next joint visit would be the
100th the Commission would
undertake.

The Bagliar project has been
under discussion for three years
now.

Amid attempts at secrecy

India proposes to construct a

about the venue of the meeting,
the Commission began its 87th
annual three-day discussions
here today which are being offi-
cially described as routine”.
The meeting is held between
the Water Commissioners of
both countries.

India is being led by Indus
Waters Commissioner, A.C.
Gupta, from the Union Water
Resources Ministry.

The meeting assumes signif-
icance in the backdrop of the
demands raised informally at
the BJP headquarters here and
also by the Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Farooq Abdul-
lah, for abrogating the treaty.

The Minister of State for Wa-
ter Resources, Bijoya Chakra-
vorty, however, denied any such
move saying that India was

" Indus Commission has no
-5 ¢ plans to visit J&K 5

committed to its international
treaties and the present meet-
ing of the Joint Commission was
being held to honour that
commitment.

On day one, the six-member
Pakistan delegation and the
nine-member Indian side ex-
changed technical data on the
waters of the six rivers that are
being shared between India and
Pakistan under the Indus Water
Treaty of 1960.

The treaty, which came into
effect retrospectively from

April 1, 1960, envisages that
the waters of the Sutlej, the Beas
and the Ravi would be utilised
by the upper riparian State, In-
dia, while those of the Indus,
the Chenab and the Jhelum by
Pakistan.

THE HINDD
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The Straw that
brokethe
Geueral s back

\“‘
Saurabh Shuk a Y([\’
New Delhi, May 29

BRITISH FOREIGN Secretary
Jack Straw today assured India
that General Pervez Musharraf
had agreed to two major Indian
demands. One, terrorist infil-
tration into India will be
curbed. And, two, camps of
militants in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir will be closed.

In a 40-minute meeting with
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee, Defence  Minister
Jaswant Singh and National
Security  Adviser Brajesh
Mishra, Straw said Musharraf
meant business. He said the UK
would provide “verifiable
proof” of Islamabad's crack-
down on terrorist camps.

Straw, who had said before
his visit to the subcontinent he
would not bring a “pre-cooked
peace plan”, said Musharraf
was serious about ending sup-
port to terrorism.

Contrary to his public pos-
ture, the General conceded at
his meeting with Straw that in-
filtration had been taking place
in certain sectors. .

Musharraf said he_ would
close down the terror camps by
the time of US Deputy Secre-
tary of State Richard Ar-
mitage’s visit, roughly 10 days
from now.

However, on the list of 20,
Straw drew a blank. Musharraf
gave no assurances on India’s
most wanted.

Straw’s meeting with Vaj-
payee came after talks with Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh, Home Minister
LK Advani and Defence Minis-
ter George Fernandes.

The Indian leaders told
Straw that India did not want
war but if Musharraf failed to
keep his word this time, India

would be forced to act.

In response, Straw said a
“cornered” Musharraf was in
no position to make any public
commitment.

Earlier, at a joint news con-
ference with Jaswant Singh,
Straw said Pakistan must hon-
our UN Security Council Reso-
lution 1373. The resolution
calls upon all countries to re-
frain from providing any form
of support to those involved in
terrorist acts and deny safe
haven to those who finance,
plan, support and commit
them. This directly called into
question Musharraf’s repeated
promises of “moral” support to
the “freedom movement” in
J&K.

Straw discussed the Gujarat
issue with Advani and Jaswant
Singh. Referring to the deaths
of two British citizens of Indi-
an origin in the communal ri-
ots in the State, he said: “I
talked of the importance of a
thorough investigation by the
police in Gujarat to bring the
perpetrators to justice, and the
issue of compensation.”

While Straw restated the
UK'’s position that the tension
prevailing in J&K was a bilat-
eral issue between India and
Pakistan, he said the present
state of high tension had inter-
national implications. It must
be resolved, he added, by avoid-
ing an escalation of military
action.

At the press briefing, Singh
was asked whether India was
willing to give Musharraf
more time to implement his
promised crackdown on terror-
ism. He replied: “Musharraf
has had all the time that he
wants — it is vital that he
recognises the urgency of the
situation.”

Related reports on Page 9

BRITISH FOREIGN Secre-
tary Jack Straw has denied
reports about Britain’s un-
willingness to sell the Hawk

No decision to hold back Hawks

advanced jet trainers to In-
dia in view of the height-
ened tension between India
and Pakistan. He is reported
to have attributed the re-
ports to “some kind of mis-
understanding in the British
establishment”, The ques-
tion of denial, he indicated,
does not arise since the AJT
is a trainer aircraft and not
primarily an offensive
weapon system. But India is
yet to take a final decision on
buying the planes, he said.
HTC. New Delhi

"HE HINDUSTAN Thars

30 MA om



i

d INQ ‘ddV —
Jeurerey I3ueys{ goryo Awiry
19wWiIoy ayl pue ‘zed) ndueya|
JeIysy ‘erpuj o} iopessequiy-xs
sy} ‘pfeys uppnuwfeN ‘Arelas
-0ag udiaio] Iaulio] ayy ‘pefles
WIISEA, ‘UBULIIBYD 9]BUIS ISW
-10§ 3y} 919M SalIBSS[Wa [e1oads
I3YI0o Syl pIBS S[EIOLJO Sy,
‘pres Aired
BTN S ITBUSST "IN Ul S90Inos
‘uonisod  s,ueispjed  urefdxa
0} AuBULIAN pue BIssny SIA O}
payse uaaq sey ‘ueyde pawyy
booue ‘1uspisaid 1sur10y Yy,
“fem B 9)eI1Ul JoU pnom
uelsiyed POMOA puUB JJOpUEIS
Areyrprs s 10 BIpU] Pawelq Y
UDIYMm Ul ‘ABPUOJA UO 3SBOPBOIY
IPIMUONBU S,[BISUID) Y SMO]
-103 aa1suagjo onewo(dip ayg,
*ando[
-eip ydnoryy sanssi 3uipuels
-1No [[e 9A]0Sa1 01 Apeal SI pue
BIPUJ YHM IBM B JUEM JOU S30D
ueisDied 1By} 93essawl siy A11ed
mm ‘Aepsan], uo sje] 3uysuiq
B I0J IUapIsald oYl j8W oym
‘sfoAuta ay], "ABpO1 pres S[eIdyjo
‘BIPU] WM JJopuels s U}
-spped ure[dxa 01 seInuUNOd wIly

A - \df(mv

jerieysn

-sny [esaaas pue adoing ‘sajels
poNuy 93 01 SA0AUA [R13dSs oAy
Surpuas s1 Jeueysnjy -usn

‘S N1 03 AoAud [epadsg

~Tem 10y 1do 01 uoIsoap
ap yuadal im 3 1BY) JoUUBW B
yons ut Awroua ayy asudins pue
auIs 03 AIfIqe SYI YIIM 2210} Ife

Sunny-prey pue jusiod B 1ng
ews B st Jvd aYL, 1018 (Avd)
ad104 1y ueISPRd 9yl Jo 3seq
SEYUIIA 9 1B USULITE PUE S180Y
-jo Suissaippe pIes ay ,,‘s19pioq
3y} sSSoB wWoIlj uolssald
-8e Aue jo osed wr rpuuew Jun
-1gaq e U1 puodsal o3 Apeal pue
paiedaid Ay are Anunoo ayl

Sio1NaY — -ARpPSauUPOA) Uo aseq elewey dy) je Yesoue

4vd € Sunoadsul ‘Jerseysnipy Zzaalad ‘juspiseid ueispjed syl

JO $8010J QoUajAp JYL “USAIZ
3q M eIpu] AQ WSHMUBAPE
Kue o1 asuodsar Sumgeq v,
‘A3031119)  AUIdUa,
ay owr rem ap SutAneo jo
g MaN paurtem, urede asuo
9y ‘eIpul Yum SUOISU} 3dNP
-31 pue WISII011d) JIPIOG-SSOID
pus 01 AUNWWO) [BUCHEBLLIA]
-ut 9} Aq syreo Suipre8aisi(q
« BIpU]
Aq ueIsSp[ed UO ISNUY) SI IeMm JI
31 10] ApESI SI€ S210] N0 pue AS
-3]B11S AISUaYO YINnoIyl sawod
A101017,, “IOIUOD B_PaILIBIS BIPU]
J1 Y0B11E-I9IUNOD PINOM URISDY
-2d 18U} PIES JRLIBYSNIA "U3D)
aquysey pardnodso
-ueispeg pue Imuysey Suipia
-ip 1apiogq 019B] ap 3y} 01 JSIA
e Buunp sdoon 8upseyd pjol
Yy  ‘Awoua ayy daeams [iim 1YL
ULI0)S B USEI[UN [[im ‘Youl ue
Aq uaA9 'DOT 8Y) SSOIDE S3II0J
ueIpU] 2Y3 AQ uoisINoUl AUy,
Piids
-gsey ut (Do) [oNuo) Jo 3ur]
9} SSOIOB 100J 198 SIJI0] ue
-1puy J1  U1I01s B YSeajun,, pinom
ueispied 1Byl paulem Aepoj;
‘JeIrRySTA ZoAIdd YUIPISAl]
ueispied 9], 62 AV ‘QVEVINVISI

< VDU



"$9LIIUNOD OMI
9yl uo oZIequua SWIE OU S1 3124l
MOU JO SB g "Iem B Jo  YSu
9[qeynUApP! AlES[D, EB SI 319U}
aloym suoneniis ur sarddns
swire 1qiyold yorym erielin , pa
-1eprjosuod, suoruq] ueadoing
ayr Aq papm3 aq pinom 1 rey
ples SBY JUSIWIUIAACL aYy]
*uoISSNISIp I3p
-un sem 11 pue [2A9] 1saydiy Iy
1e dn uaxel uaaq pey ‘paedipus
Ao ‘onsst oy ], "urellrg o1 pakaa
-10J U39q pey SuIaduod s eIpujf
pres pue aroun( [eronid syl
e soijddns suire jo uoisuadsns
. 9[gissod e jo suoneondiur ayy
I9A0 UI3DU0D Passardxa sazmos
onewojdip ueipu] g IBm
01 03 01 SurusleaIy) SaIIUNOD
01 suure Aiddns oy Sumnunuod
apym Aorjod udisiog  Jeoryle,, ue
ansind o) wifero s, urejLIg jo wsio
-0 peaidsapm sem aIdY],
‘o8requio
suire ue 10j 398 pmoo nod
Se ased B I1B9[D Sk, SBM JJOpURIS
uelsped-eipuj 9yl pres ‘syuod
-X9 SUlIe YSHIIg U0 $3313[II0D
jo dnoig e Jo ueuireyd ‘Axieg
1380y 'pres ‘99npuumio]) 199105
Ansnpu] pue Jper] Sjuawl
-erred Jo URWITRYD ‘[[ION,Q U
-1RIN 21y & uo jonad Suumod
a(} 10U PJNoYs 9M BIpU] puk uel
-sp{ed U29aM)aq UOHIBMIS a1} U
-A18 pue Afiqedes reapnu yium
SOINUNOD M3] AIA aIe 219Y],
‘ueispfed pue eipul uo oSieq
-ure swue ue asoduwal 03 sisiAn

M UORE "yed ,d|qISIA, 10} ut

7

"SaNIANDER JUBN
-JIW JO SULId} UF HOT 31} SSOIe
Sumuaddey sem | Jumnpou,,
ey uopeu oy 03 yoaads
SIy pue 1sod uoISuIYSIM
2y 01 M3IAISIUI UB Ul JUSW
~31els S JeITeysnjy "usn Pm
possaiduuy are 919y MaJ ATAA

. Bunsal apsstw aUl
ueyy Jueyodwy a10W st ieyMm
st jeyl -wsuomns) Suiddols
‘onuoy) jo aury ay: Suissord
wioxy ajdoad Surddols jo suiioy
Ul S)NS31 SMOYS JeMRUSNA

L. -eul INoge PIUIadUNd 50U
Pore 1, iﬁﬁ@ )
“opsstux v ayl o1 durpuodsar
JO 3sIN0J Ay Uy ‘ysng ‘1N
-, suropiad ay,; Jey) pue
pIom sy 01 dn saal] jerteysnjy
‘uany ey pres Appsjutod pey

I ‘odoing ui Suifeaen ‘ysng ‘M

881000 ‘1p9pISaIg ‘9§’ SUL

_juepisaid e oIms Bur-

1spied AQ 1591

0T 92 SS0108
SATNAIOR JUB[IUI UOC UMOP
Yoe1 o} wy8no ay 1ey woed
a1 Supyeui JeiTeysSny ‘Usn) uo
prey aynb Surues| ussq sey
uoyensSWIpE  ysng YL,
"y3urs
juemse[  ‘I9ISTULN  STBPY
[eutoixg ayl jo asuodsal Yy
puR Jeireysny "uao) jo yoeads
ap uo pdap Ul JUSWIOD
01 JUEBON[AI ale SROYJo uon
-ensyuiuipe ays ‘Afeisusd
AFEM e a1epmu
10U pinom UBISHEJ 18U) JUaW
-91els S feioudny QU JO- MIIA
aanisod e Yool ¥R oyl ‘Do
3yl SSOIJE SAMIATIOR J[B 9Z39Y
01 Jerreysniy "uao) Suidm dasy
0] 2NUAHUOD [IM UOLBNSIUTW
-pe sy jeys pres [elogjo 9y L,
(~sasturosd
siy 01 dn aAf [m JeLlreysnj
1uapisaid ey 2Ad1[9q 01 UoS

“yed sjier 's'n ‘sesiwoid o} dn aAIT

-al aARYy 3M,, ‘MPUlH Y] P[0}
[eDYI0 UOnENSIUIWIPE  IOTU
-as v, ‘Apieaud pue Aprgnd
o0s wry 1123 @M U 01 dn 31| 0}
wiy 19adxa os[e ap “Jusunu
-WIO2 1By} SWOO[PM IM I
-ysey u1 aousiola Sunenadiad
j0 asodmd oy 10] umisD{Ed
ugum  drerado ey sisuox
-15) puUe SYUB[IW U0 UMOp Sut
-yoe1d st ay je Aprqnd pres
sey ay *(Do [onua) jo sury
ay 19a0 Aanoe 1spol1an Surd
-dois 03 paprumod Aprqnd
sey Jeueysnjy Iuapisaid,,

. ‘SaNIANIOR )S1I0118)
10} pasn g JOU M [0S S A1)
-umod SIY 1By} uoneIsual suj
pouwiod[om SBY SYelS poNuf)
ay) ‘'Jelreysnjy ZaAlad ‘18pea]
uelspped 9yl jo yodads ayp 01
Sunoeay '8¢ AVIN ‘NOLDNIHSYM

fureMseUySLY Jeypus Ag

-oe aoead pue Sl UMO S WOy
amssaid Sunsisal sem JUSWUIS
-A0D) YSHUg Sy} ‘OIYymuesiy
‘pres ay ‘261 Ul SaWILID
poONIILIOd OyM saweu Jo
1s1] © 'ipu] 2AI3 Ued OM,, "S0861
ur SauILD panmumod A[pads|
-Te oym s{doad jo sawreu paure)
-uod 31 Se , SnOomoIpH, Sem I

pIes o "sowlld pada[fe snoLea

103 11 01 I9A0 papuey 3 0) SJUBM

eIpu] woym usuwl 0g Jo 1M
ayy passtwsip oY -, sa8pn( pue
SIgSNI0E 10q, 3¢ O} pajuem
y[od MaN pres 9y ‘sxyoene 1ol
-19) 19pI0Q-$SOID SUMUIUod Jo
agieyo s erpuj Sunoafey - somt
-ATIO® UONBNUUl AJl12A, 01 DO

3yl Jo 3pTs [ueishied 241 UO SI3
-ATOSQO SUOEN Pallu[) JO 90ud
-so1d dn Suiddais Afeiayeyun
Buuepisuod sem 9y pies g
}o1IuoY) JO Jury o) o  Aanoe
ou, sem 219y} eyl pareadal jel
-IRYSNA U0 ‘Aepo) sawul] 1012

-UbUL] 3Y] 0} MIIAIIUT LB U] -

"WISTI0119) 19pI0q-ss010 3ul

-11oddns sdois peqewieis| uaym
Ajuo aqissod s1 uone[eIsa-ap
1eys uonisod seipul Sunoafer
ursped uo sisio juasaxd oy
103 snuo ay) aoe[d 0y undaq sey
urelg YiYs apqns e U "uon
-e[RI$9-ap 10§ [[ed pIom ‘uoidal
ay SunIsiA APUALING ‘MeNS Yor|
‘A1e10100¢ UdPI04 9 pIES pue
JUIRIIS2I ISIIIIXD 01 SAPIS Y10
10] peau oy pesiseyduie urede
JUWUILA0T) ysniIg oy ydnowmy
qqooads  sjeureysniy  (UdD
01 asuodsol s ysuis luemse[
‘19)SIU US1a10 8y} 01 uonde
-91 dlBIpowWIWI OU SeM aTay],
“usnnq,, pue
. Jueyap, syIewal s J1apes] [ue)
-sjed U1 PUNOJ SI0IRIUIUILIOD
juepuadspul S UdAD MPUIH]
ay ] plo1 uewsayods e ,‘[ONUC)
jo aury o) ssoxoe ade(d Jupey
SI UONENYUl Ou JBy UL
-INSSE S JRUBYSNJA "USD) UI0D
-|om Os[e dM,, "ANANIR 1SHI0LIA)
10} Pasn ag 0} AI011113) S} MO[e
10U pnom peqewe[s] eyl ‘1ysiu
ABDUOJN UO S$S3IPPE  UOISIAR
-191 SIY U, JUSUINUIWIOD Pajels,
SJRITEUSN]N U3y  paulod
-Pm 90hJQ udrerog oy Ing
‘J1 pua 0}  UONJR J[qISIA,, el
0} ‘JelIBYSNIN ZaAlad QUapISald
uRISDRd 9Ul PaYSE pue SISLID
uespled-erpuj Ay 10 | asned
ujeul, oY) Se WSHLIOLd) pue
AourIur  19pI0Q-SSOID PRI
Aepo1 urellg ‘8T AVIN ‘NOGNOT

Jooms uesey Ag
N

eug o

Ay 2002

3
R
i



P PR SN

'SsaIppe s jeiie
-UsSnyN "udn) Ut s3ueyd [edIpel,,
e Jo suds Aue 33s jou pip ay pres
TUBAPY )T ‘I9ISIUIN SWOH
ay quswidojaaap paieEI e Ul
007 a1
pue I9pIog [BUOCNBUISIU] Y] JO
1sowi uofe pue ‘IDE[D UIYIRIS
ay) w 3urjeys AAeay Jo UonEd
-gIsualul ayl Aq payoleul a1om
suoneAlasqo s yduis I
‘pres ay ‘s1apesj
oMl 9} udamileq Juneaw e Jo
Anpqissod ayy 93s 30u op Afe
-uosi1ad | ‘ABME 20UR)ISIP JUWIOS,,
SEM,30U3IJU0D 3} Y3noyL
\¥ “YHuow
1xau Aj1ee AlBWI[Y UT 90UDI9fU0d
VOID 8y} Jo soufpppls sy uo
Jelreysniy ‘uan) pue ‘9akedfep
Leyag [e1vV I9ISIUNA owLid Ay}
uaamiag Sunsaur v Ino papa
Ajreraaia ay ‘Aj8ursudims JoON

‘uondeIdiu; opewordp

| 19A91-y31y jo uopdwnsar Ajies

_ﬂ

UB INOARJ 10U PIp suoneaI ed
-0pul Ul 3JUeUOSSIp SupnsIxd
a1} 1Y) pajedIpul oy ‘A[paryy

‘A1onb e 01 Ajdar ur
pies 3y ‘uelspied spremol Aoyjod
ueIpU] Y} JO UOTIBIRULIO] 3Y) Ul
,Jo1oe] Sumquyui ue 10U, sem
aouasaid 1y — uwIsSpRd Ul
$9210J 'S 8yl Jao 3ouasaid oy
wunodoe ojul 3upey papnjpul
yorgm suonesedaxd Areyrua s
M Sumunuod sem BIpU] eyl
papreusis y3uis "Iy ‘A[puodag

‘moliowio) Jelded

311 01 1ISIA S MBIIS "TIA JO 343 3y}

uo uIod A3y} se aduedyludis
armnboe suoneAIdsqo 9SAY]

.. Bupjzom st Loeur

-ofdip yeyl Yuiy) 01 aI[ puom

am, pies ysulg "IN ‘saydoune]
SISSIUI [e119S 911 0} BULLIaJy

‘aoueyap Jo uorssaid

~Xd UE SE 9191 UJIJS 9IaMm — UE]

-Spfed Ul ‘MENS XOB{ ‘AIR19I03S

udiod ysnuag aip Jo [eALLIR

9y} 191y ‘ARpO] Youne| pIy Sy

Suipnpur — ueispied Aq-sisel
SISSIWL JUIIAX Y} ‘¥ U]

‘WISLIONISY 18D

-10G-$S01D UO UBISD[Rd UTBIISal

o1  Aoewordip  Teuoneula)

-ul Aq poderd a[o1 aY) UQ sUon

-eAIOSal passardxe ay s
‘uado [jns sem ueispied
sia-e-sia uondo Areypiux s eip
-u] Yey) pa1edIpur osfe y3urs "IN
quawaydorddes e 1oy sanIqis

-sod ay) 1o SurmI Jou SfIYM
Yoam STyl
Iaje[ A1ean sIdjep SDpU] 9yl Uo
uelspied YIM Ul [9AR]-[EI0
-Yjo 9y yim peaye o3 0] papla

efauly ‘g :010ud — “Aepsan}
uo II3Q MON Ui a2U3I3JU0D
ssaud e je ‘ysuis Juemser

491S[UIIN Sifely [ewsayx3 ay)

-ap sey eIpu] ‘aA0W A10)BI{IOU0D
ABuriaas e ur ‘Apueogrudg
YR MaN woy
uoneooidoal e alaul 01 19p
-10 U WSLI0113) JO SISNIOE BIPU]
woym saAnI8N} 07 Y} JO I1SI} o
uo e pue  A[QIs1aAal, DO
|yl $soIde suonenyul 13ploq
-SS0ID pU3 0} PAOP3IU PERUIE]
-s] 1ey} pies oy ‘uonsenb e o,
"WISHI01Id) 19IUTIOD
0] JUSWIIWIOD SIY pajyry , Aid
-wIgs,, JRITeySniN U9 J1 ,a0ead
SSOUNIM  p[NOY  JUSURUOIQNS
oy ey 1no Sunurod Aq youeiq
QATj0 UB INO pJoYy PpIpP ‘SS9
-9Y1I9ASU ‘IISIUIN o} | ‘Ales
-$900U 918 SB SIINSBIW Yomns
el 0} JNUNUOD, P[NOM BIPUL
1e) ueisDRd 3uruiem a[rym
JApusueuirad pasop are uej
-spfed aprsur sdures aseq Ioyl
[IuUn A[9AISII9P UOM 3q 10U [[im,,
wsLo11a) surede Iem 9yl
JueIspied Ui pajeooj st wst
-10119] [BUONBUIAIUI JO 3IIUDDI
-da oy, ey} asmu30091 pnoys
piIom ayy pres yauls 1N ‘our|
1ydno; e 1dope 01 sIUNOD

guidin
.’punoid
o) uo sjey surede Ul
Koy 10j ‘ojqeUIIUN AR DO A}
noge S[eIUSp [BQ19A DI,
“I[UIYSEY PUB NUWITUE( Ul [ONU0))
JO aury 9yl SSOIdE suonenyul
OU 9I9M JI31]} JBY]) UONIASSE SIY
o3 wvondesxa remonted Zupe)
‘pres ydurs 1N ‘wayl Juronp
-9I uel]l I3YIBI ‘SUOISUA] Yed
-opuj 9y} pasueyua pey , Suum
-sod juaiadieq, sJeireysnpy
‘ua9 ,,snomduep pue Jupnurod
-desip y1oq,, se ssalppe sjel
-IBRYSNA "UoD) paqusap ‘ydus
Jjuemse{ ‘IAISTUTN SIEJY [eU
-I9)XJ 9y} ‘UOOUIIYR S} 90UD
-13yu00 ssoid B JUISSAIPpPY
WISII01I9) 1ap
-10Q-55010 1e9Jap 01 uado suon
-do onewopdip pue Areypu sir
yyoq Surdaay st ¥ Jey3 pajedIp
-Ut sey BIpUJ ‘UOISIAS[3] UO UON)
-BU SIY PISSIIppe ‘JRIIBUSNIA
Zaalad UapIsaid ueispfed oy
10ye ABp V "8Z AVIN ‘H13d MaN

pesijelsnpu;  ayl

elouy [y 4Ag

juemser :uado ale suondo ._ﬁm\

SNOYIONVA ANV ONIINIOddVYSIA HOFIdS AVHHYHSNIN,

!
‘

e CINDO

3 M2

i
4

75 M



 AKISTAN President General
Pervez Musharraf has missed
an opportunity to deescalate ten-
sion on the border when, instead of
addressing the core issue of cross-
border terrorism, he chose to speak
to his own jehadi constituency.
Having failed to take any tangible
steps to contain terrorism since his
much-hyped January 12 speech, he
should have known that India was
not inclined to take any of his
promises at its face value. To make
sense to New Delhi, he should have
come up with a ground-level plan
of action to match his words. It is
this dichotomy between his pro-
mises and his actions which has led
the Indian government to dismiss
Musharraf’s speech as “disappoint-
ing and dangerous”. What was also
disappointing was his inability to
elaborate upon any single measure
he undertook to break the back-
bone of terrorist-organisations op-
erating from Pakistan and to pre-
vent them from perpetrating such
heinous acts as the one at Kaluchak
on May 14. By asserting that there
was no infiltration across the bor-
der now, which is a tacit admission
that there was such infiltration ear-
lier, the General has resorted to
Goebbelsian tactics. This claim is
tantamount to terming as liars, all
those world leaders — including
the US president — who have
asked him to stop infiltration. -
The speech is dangerous be-
cause Musharraf has used the occa-

‘General thrust

An address to the nation that
ﬁ“ U qy- <% addresses nothing

S
D
sion to tell the jehadis in hij\coun-

try that despite all his protestations
of being on the side of the US in the

|
|
|
|
|
|

!
1

global war against terrorism, he has

not compromised on his stand on
Kashmir. Building up peace was
surely not his intention when he re-
ferred to such totally irrelevant sub-
jects as Gujarat and the treatment
meted out to Dalits in India and
questioned its criminal justice sys-

.tem. Coming as the speech did,

soon after Pakistan demonstrated
its newly acquired missile technol-
ogy, the impression he sought
to convey was that of a belligerent
Pakistan, which was ready to
take on India.

Musharraf’s speech poses a
greater challénge to world leaders
than to India: The last time round
they were able to convince India
that the General needed some
time to crack down on the terror-
ist lobby in his country. But the

.overt bellicosity in his speech this

time makes it all the more difficult
for them to convince India about

 the need to show restraint. Instead
of wasting their efforts in convinc-
ing India, they would do better to -

impress upon the Pakistani leader
that nothing less than the immedi-
ate closing down of all militant
training camps and the withdrawal
of moral, diplomatic and political
support to cross-border terrorism
would satisfy public opinion in an

India that is fed up with the
decade-old proxy war. /

mirvar
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” General Defiance

General Musharraf has done it again: Used offence as
his best defence. Dismissing cross-border terrorism as a
figment of the Indian imagination, he has instead
pointed a finger at this country, accusing it of war-
mongering and ill-treating its minorities. Indeed, he
has gone as far as to challenge India to go to war.
No doubt, his aim, as before, is to seize the moral
high ground. And yet, the general will do well to ask
himself why a worried international community is
increasingly voicing the same apprehensions as India.
Evidently, the general believes that a further dose of
bluster is enough to counter the growing global clamour
against Pakistan-sponsored terrorism. After all, he isa
pastmaster at this doublespeak: If in his January
12 speech he promised a wholesale crackdown on the
jehadis, only to renege on it, he has since allowed the

Al-Qaida and the Taliban to find safe havens within !

Pakistan in a mockery of his status as a key member
of the global alliance against terrorism. Clearly,
the general is pushing his luck with an American
administration more and more strated by (his
easy ability to flout its diktat. N\ %s x

Pakistan’s defiance cannot be dealt with bilateral
Indo-Pak problem. Even less as a problem that can be
solved through a conventional war, for which the
general says he is prepared. Any Indian response to
General Musharraf has to fit into the overall strategy of
the global coalition, which is fighting a Dbattle
against terrorism in and around Pakistan. In the
circumstances, the only guaranteed strategy can be a
policy of economic, political and military containment
of Pakistan by all coalition partners. With the British
and US envoys scheduled soon to arrive in the
subcontinent and continuous consultations among
New Delhi, Washington, Moscow and the European and
Japanese capitals, a coherent international framework
to deal with Pakistan needs to be finalised. In all this, it
is vital to understand certain realities, including that
while the application of military pressure to ensure
damage-limitation and raise the cost of terrorism is
appropriate, any talk of war is counter-productive.
The resources available to either country more or less
rule out meaningful results in a war between India
and Pakistan, not to mention the nuclear threat held out
by the latter. The extremely dangerous and delicate
situation created by General Musharraf’s intransigence
has to be met through astyte strategic diplomacy
and not by angry rhetoric. /

~



Pak pled

ges to cu
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Raja Asghar

e

Japanese envoy seeking
to avert war in the sub-
continent  said on

Wednesday Pakistan had assured
him it would step up efforts to
curb militants infiltrating into the
Indian-ruled part of disputed
Kashmir.

Senior vice foreign minister
Seiken Sugiura told a news con-
ference the assurance was given
to him by Pakistani foreign minis-
ter Abdul Sattar in talks on
Wednesday on the first leg of a
peace trip to the region.

Mr Sugiura said he conveyed
Tokyo’s view that Islamabad take
“concrete and visible measures
against terrorism”, including
stopping infiltration across a mili-
tary Line of Control (LOC) in
Kashmir that has brought nu-
clear-armed Pakistan and India to
the brink of war,

Buthe said Mr Sattar described
India’s large deployment of
troops on the border as “not a ra-
tional response” to the situation
and New Delhi’s refusal to accept
neutral monitors on the LOC had
put Islamabad in a difficult posi-
tion. However, he quoted Mr Sat-
tar as telling him that “in order to
fulfil our responsibility we will
step up our efforts to curb move-

"ISLAMABAD 29 MAY (‘v \

SEIKEN SUGIURA

ment across the LOC”.But he de-
clined to go into any specific steps
that Pakistan would take.
Islamabad denies New Delhi’s
charges that it is sponsoring a 13-
year-old separatist insurgency in
Kashmir by Islamic militants
seeking independence or union
with Pakistan, and says it only
gives moral and political support
to Kashmiri “freedom fighters.”
Mr Sugiura, whoisduetogoto
New Delhi on Thursday, said he
will urge the Indian government
to “exhaust diplomatic efforts to-
ward a de-escalation” of the situ-
ation.He said he had not made
any specific proposals to Pakistan

but Japan wanted both countries
to exerdise restraint and resume
deadlocked talks.Diplomats in
Tokyo said on Tuesday Japan, the
biggest aid donor to India and

Pakistan, could playits aid card to |

try to bring the rivals back from
the brink of war
Japanese diplomatic sources

in Tokyo said Japan could revive |

economic sanctions against Pak-
istan and India or threaten to stop
providing aid if the South Asian
countries defied calls from the in-
ternational community to pre-
ventawar.

But it was not clear how much
weight such threats would carry.

India and Pakistan have closetoa |

million men massed on the bor-
der backed by fighter jets and
heavy artillery in a build-up trig-
gered by a raid on India’s parlia-
ment in December.

India said Pakistan-based
Kashmiri separatists carried out
this and another attack on an In-
dianarmy camp in Kashmir earli-
er this month that killed more
than 30 people, most of them
women and children.

Japan lifted sanctions on Pak-
istan and India last October after

the two countries offered support |

for the United States-led opera-
tions in Afghanistan following
the September 11 attacks on the
United States. — Reuters

rb Kashmir rebels

George warns
against fresh
wave of terror

New Delhi
29MAY

INDIA has warned that any fur-
ther Kaluchak-like terrorist at-
tack will provoke immediate ac-
tion as the situation has “already
reached more or less the end of
the road.”

“The situation has reached a
threshold level,” defence minis-
ter George Fernandessaidina TV
programme. If international ef-
forts to make Pakistan end cross-
border terrorism fail, the Indian
“Army is there” to tackle the is-
sue, he added.

“We don’t have inexhaustible
patience... If another Kaluchak
takes place, there won't be any
time (for India to act). We have
already reached more or less the
end of the road,” Mr Fernandes
said on Court Martialto be telecast
on SabTV on Thursday.

He refused to specify the tim-
ing of further action against
Pakistan saying: “Situations
change from hour to hour and
India has tobe ready to face any
situation.”

The Economic Time,
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Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 27 MAY

ENERAL Pervez
Musharraf, while ad-
dressing the nation on

Monday, rejected the Indian and
global demands to stop infiltra-
tion and cross-border terrorism
by insisting that there was “noin-#

filtration taking place across thes |

Line of Control (LoC)” into India.
Although India has reserved
its official reaction for Tuesday,
top level sources in the govern-
ment dismissed Mr Musharraf’s
speech as having little to offer for
India. There’s nothing to accept
or reject, they said. But Monday
night’s speech would do little to
ease tensions between the two
countries either. India is not like-
ly to be impressed by this speech
because it doesn’t address any of
India’s core concerns laid out af-
ter the December 13 attack. The
promises President Musharraf
made were on the lines of the
January 12 speech, which were
reversed in a matter of weeks.
Using harsh war rhetoric
which Mr Musharraf said would
“have grave internal and external
consequences for Pakistan,” Mr
Musharraf said it was India be-
having irrespopsibly, describing
her as nothing short of a Hindu
authoritarian state, committing
atrocities on its Muslim and Sikh
minorities and scheduled castes.
Pakistan, he said, had acted
with restraint even after India’s
“hasty” reaction after December

MUSsHARRAF; WAR RHETORIC

Pakistan was not doing anything
across the LoC, Mr Musharraf
said Islamabad will never allow
export of terrorism anywhere in
the world from Pakistani soil.
He essentially repeated the
promise made in his January 12
speech. Condemning the two
terrorist attacks on India, he said
such acts were committed by or-
ganisations that Pakistan con-
demned but at the same time the
incidents did not merit such a
massive force mobilisation.

Instead Mr Musharraf rolled
out a list for India to follow. He
asked India to “move towards
normalisation of relations,”
which would entail de-escala-
tion, reduction of tension, initiat-
ing a process of dialogue, cessa-
tion of atrocities on people of
Kashmir and allowing interna-
tional media and human rights
organisations to monitor Indian
activitiesin Kashmir,

Apart from a promise that he
“would not initiate a war,” Mr

13 and May 14. Claiming that __Musharraf asserted that if “war

was thrust upon us, we will give a
befitting reply.” If there was any
expectation amonganxious lead
ers in Washington or London
that Mr Musharraf would an-
nounce any action against terror- |
ists, it was to be belied.

No hopes were fonhcommg
for the immediate purpose of eas- |
ing tensions on the LoC since In-
dia cannot scale down its prepa-
rations on the border on the
strength of Mr Musharraf’s
speech. This, analysts feel, will in-
crease the world pressure on
Pakistan. The MEA spokesperson
said: “We have heard the speech
delivered by the Pakistani Presi-
dent. The content is to be anal-
ysed. We have to assess Mushar-
raf’s statement in totality. What
has been stated has to be in the
context of his January 12 state-
mentand his recent interviews.”

Whether Mr Musharraf’s
statement was a game of seman-
tics that was a strident denial to
his countrymen, but could be in-
terpreted by the international
community as a veiled promise to
end infiltration was not clear, but
western diplomatic sources said
the world will be watching to see
whether Mr Musharraf's state-
ment about “no infiltration” was
evidentonthe ground. The inter-
national community will be satis-
fied by one aspect of the Pakistani |
general’s speech. He announced
elections between October 7-11,
2002, promising that they will be :
conducted under the watch of in-
ternational observers and will be
“fair and transparent.”
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ENERAL Pervez Mushar-
G raf’s attempt to suggest a

civilisational conflict in
India on Monday unified political
opinion within the country with
the Congress terming his utter-
ances as “unwarranted and un-
truthful representation of the in-
ternal situation” and the Bhar-
tiya Janata Party demanding
stern action against Pakistan.

Reacting to the General’s
speech, which painted India as a
Hindu majoritarian state unfair
to its minorities, the Congress
spokesman said his utterances
will not defuse the tension be-
tween the two countries.

“His speech will not satisfy the
people of India. The government
should launch an all out counter-
offensive to apprise world leaders
about the real intentions of the
General,” Congress spokesman

* Jaipal Reddy said. There was also

clamour for action with the BJP
asking its government to take
some hard measures including
smashing of terrorist camps in
Pak-oocupied Kashmir.

The BJP position, which till
Sunday appeared jingoistic, on
Monday seemed to be main-
stream with the Samajwadi Party
chief, Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav,
taunting the BJP for its pusilla-
nimity in not launching strikes
on PoK. Mr Yadav, who is other-
wise with the Left, differed with
the comrades and said India has
been missing opportunities to
teach Pakistan a lesson.

“The first opportunity came to
India during the Kargil episode
when the central government
had announced that strikes
would be carried out on terrorist
training camps. The attack on the
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims was the
second,” Mr Yadav said. This is in
sharp contrast with the position
of the Left, which lays alot of pre-
mium on the Pakistani General’s
“ability to deliver.”

Undeterred by the fact that the
General was yet to act on the
promises made in his October 12,
1999 or the January 12, 2002
speeches the Left hasbeen insist-
ing that New Delhi should re-
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think on the current tough pos-
ture towards Pakistan.

The CPI(M) even came up
with its prescription for ending
jehadi violence on Sunday at the
meeting of its central committee
in Bangalore — more autonomy
to the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. The Left’s stand is not
surprising as it is a mere repeti-
tion of the position that they took
in the wake of the January 12 ad-
dress of General Musharraf.

It may be recalled that the Left
parties had asked the govern-
ment to roll back the troops from
the border. Predictably, the gov-
ernment and other responsible
quarters had rejected the stand
taken by the Left. The agenda
was put across by the Prime Min-
ister on Sunday when he said
thatIndia’s patience was wearing
thin and the government re-
served its right to escalate matters
if Pakistan failed to end cross-bor-
der terrorism. What is significant
isthe tough position taken by the
Congress. This indicates that the
Congress has decided to involve
itself fully with the government’s
plan to lobby international sup-
port forits muscular diplomacy.

230 Pak
soldiers killed
in a fortnight

Our Political Bureau
©NEWDELHI 27 MAY

AS a result of the increase in
hostilities along the Indo-Pak
border, the army on Monday
said 230 Pakistani soldiers had
beery killed in the last two
weeks alone in retaliatory fire
on Pakistani posts.

While the engagements
with Pakistani forces were
mainly along the internation-
al border in the Jammu, RS
Pura, Samba and Hiranagar
sectors and across the LoC in
Poonch, Rajouri, Naushera
and Akhnoor sectors, the
army said Dras, for the first
time since the Kargil conflict,
witnessed heavy shelling.
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India needs

different tactics
to tackle Pak

New Delhi
27 MAY

OR the second time in a
F week, home minister LK.
Advani has said India
needs to adopt “another way”
than conventional combat to
fight Pakistan for its backing of
terrorism in Jammu &Kashmir.
Without divulging what was
on his mind, Mr Advani told here
on Monday that the time had
come for India to change its *
way of fighting.”
“When 1 went to
the United States
in January, I was
repeatedly asked
whether  there
would be a war
between  India
and  Pakistan,”
Mr Advani said at
a function where
he later flagged
off a car rally
to Ladakh.

India accuses Pakistan of arm-
ing and training thousands of
guerrillas, including foreign mer-
cenaries, to take on its troops in
Kashmir. Pakistan denies the al-
legation and says it only provides
“moral support” to the “freedom
fighters.” A week ago, Mr Advani
had spoken of the need for a
“new strategy” to defeat Pak-
istan’s “proxy war” — New Del-
hi’s euphemism for Islamabad’s
support to terrorismin J&K.

On Monday Mr Advani said
fighting a war with
Pakistan or engag-
ing the terrorists it
backedinanarmed
conflict were
strategies that had
not worked and
needed to be re-
placed. Calling the
situation  “chal-
lenging” and “not
normal,” Mr Ad-
vani added: “An
ordinary war goes

“My reply is that
Pakistan and ter-
rorists have already declared a
war on India. The question is
whether we should continue
with the way we are fighting it or
adopt another way. The time has
come to adopt another way.” Mr
Advani’s comments are bound to
tuel speculation about the “an-
other way” he has in mind of
tackling Pakistan’s support to the
dragging, bloody separatist cam-
paign in the northern border
state that has claimed about
30,000 lives since 1989,

Abvani: New GAMEPLAN

on for two or three
weeks. But this war
has gone on for
two decades. .

Ouy sacrifices in it have been
more than those in direct wars.”
India and Pakistan fought warsin
1948, 1965 and 1971, all of
which Indiawon. In 1999, the In-
dian Army pushed back intruders
from Pakistan in the Kargil sector
of Jammu and Kashmir over 50
days, losing 520 solders in the
high-altitude operation. Mr Ad-
vani had last week said India
RSN I | ol nroXy war. sbut
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FROM IDREES BAKHTIAR IN
ISLAMABAD AND OUR
DELHI BUREAU

May P: Generous in his Jan-
uary §peech, General Pervez
Musharraf this time chose to
be austere with assurances,
declaring only that there was
no infiltration of militants
into India.

If the arrogant assertion —
infiltration, what infiltration?
— was the signal India and the
international community were
expecting from the general,
they were not disappointed.

India held back its “consid-
ered response” till tomorrow be-
cause “what you see (of Mushar-
raf) is not what you get”. But the
general did enough during his
nationally televised speech to
twist the knife into Delhi, includ-
ing spotting “Hindu terrorists”
on rampage in Kashmir and —
the worst cut of all for Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee — in Gujarat.

By way of promises to the
world, there was only a repeat of
something he had said in the
January 12 speech: that he would
not allow terrorist activity from
Pakistani soil. To the Pakistani
people, he promised election be-
tween October 7 and 11.

“Pakistan will never allow
the export of terrorism any-
where in the world from within
Pakistan,” he said.

Missing was the line which
had been added after a meeting
of the national security council
and the Cabinet last week that
terrorist activity would not be
permitted even from territory
under Pakistani control, mean-
ing that part of Kashmir it holds.

Does today’s speech then
mean backtracking from that po-
sition? Musharraf, in his army
fatigues but speaking with a poli-
tician’s forked tongue, hid him-
self behind a veil of ambiguity.

“I also want to tell the world
and give the assuranceé that no
infiltration is taking place acr-
oss the Line of Control,” he said.

Musharraf laid on the table a
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long charter of what he wants
India to do, presumably in ex-
change for his commitment to
stop infiltration. He demanded
that the international communi-
ty persuade India to de-escalate
tension by cutting forces on the
border, start talking again, stop
“atrocities” on the people of Kas-
hmir, and allow human rights or-
ganisations to enter Kashmir.

He said he had taken bold
steps to crack down on terror-
ism, but “we have not seen posi-
tive steps from India”.

“I urge the international
community to ask India to move
towards normalisation of rela-
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MAJOR INFILTRATION  §
ROUTES INTO KASHMIR
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tions...
sions on the border,” he said.

“T would now like to convey a
message to the world communi-
ty. Pakistan does not want war.
Pakistan will not be the one to
initiate war...But if war is thrust
upon us, we would respond with

and reduction of ten-

till February-end

clear that Pakistan is not in-
volved in any attack. There may
be groups who want to desta-
bilise Pakistan.” The comment
is a signal to Delhi that some of
the militant groups might not be
under his control and were try-
ing to provoke a war by hitting

YHE TFI FepADL

Traming camps in PoK and Pakistan, according ]
“ to information available with the Indian Army |

Marol

sisters”. “We will always stand
with you and you will always
have our moral, political and
diplomatic support.”

Delhi will see this as playing
to the gallery and, though much
of Musharraf’s speech was rhet-
oric, the easy flow was interrupt-

“Trust Pervez: No infiltration

Trust your
eyes, says
army

FROM SUJAN DUTTA

New Delhi, May 27: In the
backdrop of reports coming
out of Pakistan — and Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf’s own
claim — that infiltration into
India has stopped, army
sources said today that the
ground situation did not allow
them to accept such a conclu-
sion.

“There is no evidence yet
that suggests that the 10 Corps
is trying to stop exfiltration
from Pakistan,” they said.

The Pakistan army’s 10
Corps, which is deployed in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,
continues to man the Line of
Control at crucial points. Re-
ports from Pakistan suggested
that Musharraf had asked the
10 Corps not to permit infiltra-
tion into Kashmir after the gov-
ernment said terrorist activity
would not be allowed from Pak-
istani soil or from territory
controlled by it. Again, in his
speech today, Musharraf said
there is no infiltration.

The Indian Army sources
said even as late as Saturday,
three militants were killed at
Chawa near Rajouri. “It is diffi-
cult to expect the Pakistani
army to suddenly turn the gun
away from India and on the ji-

full might.” targets in India. ed by sudden hints that Mushar-  hadis,” an official said.

He distanced Lest his state- raf meant more than he said. The army is taking “limited
the Pakistani gov- QUOTE ment that infiltra- He said: “We stand at historic . punitive action” on Pakistani
ernment from the tion is not taking  crossroads. The decisions taken  posts across the LoC based on
terrorist attacks 1 will not allow its place is read asa  today will have their bearingson  the logic that these provide cov-
onthelIndianPar- | (pakistan’s)soil to be betrayal of the thefuture.” ering fire for militants infil-
liament and on used by terrorists Kashmir cause, Vajpayee will hope so, too.  tratinginto Kashmir. The army
the army camp in Musharraf addr- January 12 was all promiseangl  sources claim that in the past
Jammu. “We PERVEZ MUSHARRAF essed his “Kash- little action. May 27 will be the  two weeks 240 Pakistani sol-
want to -make it miri brethrenand  opposite. (See Pages 5,8) diers have died in the firing. -
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NEW DELHI, May 27. — There
was little disappointment in the gov-
ernment tonight because it expected
nothing from the Pakistani Presi-
dent’s address to his nation. And
General Pervez Musharraf obliged
by offering absolutely nothing new.
In fact, on certain issues, he car-
ried belligerence directly into the In-
dian court, accusing it of creating
war hysteria and committing “atroci-
ties” in Kashmir and elsewhere.
Outlining the reasons of the cur-
rent stand-off, a tense-looking Gen
Musharraf said attacks such as the
one at Kaluchak were “also meant
to destabilise Pakistan”. In an ironic
twist to the events, he said: “We our-
selves are victims of terrorism.
There was the recent attack on a
church in Islamabad, and soon after
the suicide attack in Karachi which
killed 2 number of French nationals.
We didn’t blame India for these.”
Abdul Ghani Lone’s “killers have
not been caught, but again the
blame is being put on Pakistan and
the ISL.. All this results in increas-
ing the war hysteria that’s being cre-
ated. We on the other hand have
shown accommodation and re-
straint. But this should not be
viewed as weakness. We've prepared
our defences,” the General said.
This almost directly echoes what
India had recently said. Analysts said
the speech indicated the General was
trapped in his rhetoric. The speech
lent itself to comparison with the one
he delivered on 12 January, which
showed a significant change of direc-
tion for Pakistani politics, for the
paucity of substance it had on offer.
“I had said in my speech in Janu-
ary that Pakistani soil will not be
used for terrorist activity. I'll repeat

9 v
this and assure people outside Paki-
stan that there is no infiltration
across the LoC,” the General said.
The minister of state for external
affairs, Mr Omar Abdullah, dis-
missed the claim, saying even if In-
dia were lying about infiltration
from across the border, countries
like Russia, Germany and the USA

Sartorial & speech

differences

NEW DELHI, May 27. — Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf was today
dressed in battle fatigues, unlike
the black sherwani he wore to de-
liver the 12 January address.

Then he had certain concessions
to offer. Today he had nothing but
added belligerence.

Further carrying the battle to In-
dia, he used the kind of language
‘that Delhi normally uses — the lan-
guage of reasonable restraint —
even as he appeared tense during
his 25-minute address in Urdu, with
simultaneous English translation.

Pakistan is a responsible state,
Gen Musharraf said. He said he
did not want war, but was being
provoked by a persistently hostile
India, that was committing atroci-
ties in Kashmir and elsewhere
against minorities. — SNS

must have some basis for asking Is-
lamabad to stop sponsoring cross-
border terrorism immediately.

He said Gen Musharraf had noth-
ing more to add to what he had said
on 12 Japuary. If anything, he said, he
was more “angry” with today’s speech.

“We can’t be blamed for every in-
cident that occurs in Occupied
Kashmir,” the General said, but “I
would like to assure the internation-
al community that we aren’t allow-

NO INFILTRATION ACROSS LoC, DELHI CREATING WAR HYSTERIA

Pervez si

ngs an
old song

NEew

N

ing any mfiltration across the LoC.
We’ve taken very bold initiatives in
this regaid since 12 January.”

Defence ministry officials here
wondered how infiltration could have
stopped when three infiltrators were
killed and one captured on Saturday.

“We would like to see withdrawal
of troops from the border,” is what
appeared the crux of Gen Mushar-
raf’s concerns. “And we would like
to urge the world to take note of the
atrocities being committed by Hindu
extremists and terrorists against
Muslims in Kashmir and Gujarat,
and against Christians and Sikhs and
members of Hindu scheduled castes
elsewhere in India.”

As always, he had “a message to
our Kashmiri brothers and sisters:
We’ll always stand with you and
yow’ll always have our support.”

The Centre said it would “give its
considered response” and react “in
totality” tomorrow. The foreign min-
istry spokesperson said: “We've to

assess Gen Musharraf’s statement in .

totality. What has been stated today
has to be seen in the context of his 12
January statement...”

The Prime Minister has resched-
uled his vacation and would return to
the Capital tomorrow to discuss the
speech with his Cabinet colleagues.
A CCS mesting is likely to follow.
Support for PM: Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee has received a “positive re-
sponse” this evening from the Brit-
ish Prime Minister, French Presi-
dent and Canadian Prime Minister,
a report from Manali says. Mr Tony
Blair condemned the Kaluchak mas-
sacre and the Pak-backed terrorism.

Mr LK Advani today reiterated
that Pakistan had declared a war a
long time ago and now the time de-
manded “another way” to fight it.

He called the cuyrrent situation
“challengiV

THE STATESMAM
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SRINAGAR MAY 26. The All- Party
Hurriyat Conference chairman,
Abdul Ghani Bhat, today said
that an Indo-Pak. war was no
solution to the Kashmir prob-
lem and would only complicate
it. According to him, “hardlin-
ers” were in the way of starting
any dialogue for a peaceful so-
lution of the Kashmir problem.
Speaking to The Hindu here,
Prof. Bhat said the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, had
taken a good initiative for a
peaceful resolution of the Kash-
mir issue when he announced a
unilateral ceasefire in the Valley
in 2000.

“Even we had appreciated the .

Central Government for taking
this bold step and it was a big
leap. We offered our help for

bringing an end to the violence -

in the State, so that peace could
be restored and a resolution

could be found out.”

In this connection, accordigg
to Prof. Bhat, the Hurriyat h
offered to go to Pakistan to cor}-
vince the concerned group
there to reciprocate New Delhi's
offer. “But we were bluntly re-
fused by New Delhi to go to Pa-
kistan. I ask: what damage
could have happened if had
gone there,” Prof. Bhat said and
added that “our conditions re-
mains the same if any one
wants our help in ending vio-
lence in the State”.

He doubted whether the Cen-
tre would show any flexibility in
its stand because of the pres-
ence of “hardliners” in the es-
tablishment who were too
“rigid” in their approach. .

Asking the Prime Minister to
show flexibility on Kashmir,
Prof. Bhat said talks had to be
on the agenda-and -the.parties
participating in it must be pre-
pared for “give and take”.

On the lack of support for the
Hurriyat in Jammu and Ladakh,
he said: “I admit that people of
these two regions are not with
us in what we are demanding
and that their aspirations are
not the same as ours. Even the
people of Azad Kashmir’s aspi-
rations are not the same as that
of the people of Kashmir. The
culture of Azad Kashmir is clos-
er to that of Jammu .To accept
the ground realities in our State,
I do not have any objection nor
any body should have any ob-
jection that Kashmiris, which
includes our Pandit brothers,
are a unique entity in the whole
of Central Asian region and we
are proud of this unique region-
al identity.”

On the reported hue and cry
raised within the Hurriyat ranks
over the Dubai meet, Mr. Bhat

-said: “I go on record that we had .

not objected to the meet in
which Lone, the Mirwaiz and

§Qlut|on t,Lo Kashmir issue: Bhat -

Sardar Abdul Qayoom partici-:
pated. I will also add that the
points announced by Lone at:
his press conference in Dubai
that the Kashmir issue should
be resolved peacefully, that’
there should be coordination on.
both sides of Kashmir and that,
the Assembly elections are no.
solution to the problem, are ac-
ceptable to us. We had merely-
said that on the return of Lone
to Kashmir, he would give us
the details of what transpired in
Dubai.”

On how the Hurriyat leader,
Lone’s death would affect the
organisation, he said: “we have
lost our most dependable and.
articulate colleague who under-;
stood the complexities of the.
State and was a Kashmiri na-
tionalist to the ‘core, which i}
quiite rare in these times. But his®

.death has had a positive impact;

of cementmg the "bonds be;;
tween us.

TRE HINDP



“WE DON'T TAKE PAK. MISSILE TEST SERIOUSLY”

~ QOur patience is running
. out, says Vajpayee ,

MANALI (H.P.), MAY 25. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
said today that India’s patience
was running out and that it was
now for the world leaders to
mount pressure on Pakistan to
immediately stop cross-border
terrorism.

“Bahut prateeksha kar lee hai,
hamari sanyam ki bhi seema
hai, (we have waited for too
long and there is a limit to our
restraint)”’ he told reporters
here after attending a cultural
programme presented by tribal
people.

Reacting to Pakistan’s missile
tests, the Prime Minister said
“‘we don't take test firing of mis-
siles by Pakistan seriously”.

New Delhi has already said
that the test conducted by Pa-
kistan was only a routine aimed
at impressing the people of that
country.

To a question on the AICC
resolution on Kashmir, Mr. Vaj-
payee said there had been no
change in the Congress stand
on fighting terrorism. The Con-
gress could differ on Kashmir
policy but all political parties
were behind the Government in
the fight against terrorism. ‘“We
are firm on our commitment to
end terrorism and we will also
continue our diplomatic ef-
forts,” he said.

The National Security Advis-
er, Brajesh Mishra, who had
gone to Kalpakkam, near Chen-
nai, to attend the Atomic Energy
Commission meeting will arrive
here tomorrow to brief the
Prime Minister. Mr Vajpayee is
in constant touch with the Ex-

' ternal Affairs Minister, Jaswant

Singh, and the Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes, on the

latest situation in the Indo-Pak.
border. Mr. Fernandes is ex-
pected here to brief the Prime
Minister. — PTI, UNI

Focus on
diplomacy
By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 25. India today
took the Pakistani missile test in
its stride even as it prepared for
the high-level diplomatic inter-
action next week that is intend-
ed to defuse the military
tensions with Pakistan,

In an interview to CNN, the
Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, indicated that India
was not particularly perturbed,
as the Ghauri missile was not
new and had been acquired by
Pakistan from aboard. In fact,
the Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson, Nirupama Rao,
said that the missile launch
need not be called a “‘test”, but
a “firing” of a pre-tested system
that had been developed out-
side Pakistan. “There is nothing

indigenous about it.” Highly-
placed sources here said that
India’s reaction to the test had
been deliberately restrained as
there was an anticipation here
that the missile firing was a
“ground-breaking”’ exercise by
Pakistan that could usher in a
crackdown on Kashmir-bound
terrorists in the coming days. By
creating an atmosphere of “de-
fiance” through the test of In-
dia-centric missiles, Pakistan
may now find it easier to convey
to a domestic audience that its
strike on extremists, that might
follow, was not under pressure
from India.

Keen on keeping its pro-
Kashmir image intact internally,
the Pakistani side may also raise
the rhetoric about providing
“moral, political and diplomatic
support” to the Kashmiris, in
tandem with a crackdown, the
sources said. India, on its part,
may not find a new shrillness in
Pakistani tone on Kashmir too
difficult to absorb, provided
there is genuine effort by Isla-
mabad to address its prime con-
cern of ending cross-border
terrorism permanently.

According to sources, India
was getting ready for a major
round of diplomacy in the com-
ing week, to ensure that Pakis-
tan tackled  cross-border
terrorism, not with “half-mea-
sures”, but in its entirety.

The British Foreign Secretary,
Jack Straw, is expected to arrive
here on Monday. This will be
followed by a visit of the U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State, Ri-
chard Armitage, on June 6.

Sources here anticipate that
while the United Nations Secu-
rity Council and most of the in-

dustrialised countries may
succeed in “persuadjng” Pakis-
tan to “initiate” stegs to coun-
ter cross--border infiltrations,
the international debate on the
stand-off may soon shift on the
possible “‘concessions’’ that In-
dia might give in return,

Anticipating this move, In-

 PM briefs President
MANALL, MAY 25. The Prime
~Minister, Atal Behari Vaj- |
payee, today briefed the |
President, K.R.Narayanan, |
over the telephone about the |
overall security scenario in |
the wake of the heightened !
Indo-Pak. tension.
Mr. Vajpayee informed |
the . President about his !
three-day visit to Jammu
and Kashmir earlier this
week and deliberations he |
had at a2 meeting of the Uni-
fied Command in Srinagar, |
official sources said.
The Prime Minister en-
quired about the health of :
Mr,  Narayanan, who was :
away in the Nilgiris, in Tamil |

rest and recuperation earlier |

this month.— PTI

dia’s is likely to respond by c1t-
ing the necessity of evolving
verifiable mechanisms that will
guarantee that Pakistan will dis-

}
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Nadn; and Kerala for taking | .

mantle the infrastructure of ter- ;
rorism on its soil “irreversibly”. -

Prior to the Agra summit, India
had proposed sending its Direc-
tor-General of Military Oper-
ations (DGMO) to Pakistan, so
that joint mechanism to coun-
ter infiltrations could be estab-
lished.

oiE FINDD

9 ¢ MAY 207



“Pak move cuts

Al

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Q[

NEW DELHI, May 25. — Re-
ports from Islamabad and
Washington that the 10
Corps of the Pakistan army
has been ordered to block in-
filtration routes of militants
do not cut much ice with.the
Indian defence establish-
ment. “If indeed such orders
were issued on 23 May, they
have either not trickled down
to field commanders, or they
are being ignored,” said a se-
nior officer here this evening.

The 10 Corps, which was
mentioned in the reports, is
indeed deployed in PoK, In-
dian Army officers here con-
firmed. But what made them
remain as sceptical as ever
was the infiltration bid ‘at
Chhawa in the Rajouri sec-

tor earlier in the day. The
sector falls within the opera-
tional purview of 10 Corps.
‘While three militants were
killed in an encounter with
the Indian forces (signif-
icantly it was from locals that
the Army got a tip-off of their
presence), the fourth “sang”
after being captured. When
interrogated, Anjuman So-

*hail, Army sources here said,

admitted that the infiltration
bid had been undertaken on
the ISD’s instructions.

“We'll have to closely moni-
tor events in the next few
days,” a senior officer said,
pointing to President Pervez
Musharrafs track record of
announcing anti-terrorism
measures but never actually
taking them. “There is no
question of us ‘standing

down’ on the basis of what he
tells anybody.”

Most analysts felt there
could be an element of verac-
ity to the reports of the new
instructions to 10 Corps, but
added that “truth” would
only be established when the
inflow of militants wound
down.

It was possible that Paki-
stan was re-thinking its
standard policy of getting ir-
regulars, or people posing as
irregulars to do its dirty
work (as witnessed in 1947,
1965 and Kargil) as a result
of the twin pressures of In-
dia’s military posture and in-
ternational community’s vir-
tually directing Gen. Mush-
arraf to desist from pushing
militants across the Line of
Control.

~ o/
no 1cc

e series of> missile tests
Pakistan had announced —
the Ghauri was test-fired to-
day — might have been
aimed at diverting domestic
attention away from Presi-
dent Musharraf having no
alternative to “show” some-
thing to world leaders, ana-
lysts said.

Concurring with the milita-
ry emphasis on “wait and
watch”, analysts said India
might also show the patience
that several countries had
asked it to display. And
should the reported order to
10 Corps prove as devoid of
substance as General Mush-
arraf’s previous promises,
there would no cause for in-
ternational complaint if In-
dia did opt to wage a “deci-
sive war’”.
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UNHQ, May 25. — The Se-

curity Council will not take

" ’any action on the letter sent
to it by Pakistan seeking its
intervention to resolve the
tension between New Delhi
and Islamabad, diplomats
said.

“There was no formal re-
quest to the Council to take
up the issue,” they said, add-
ing it only presented Islama-
bad’s viewpoint and was per-
haps for record.

The letter sent by the Pak-
»istani foreign minister, Mr
" Abdul Sattar, urged the Sec-

retary-General, Mr Kofi
Annan, and the president of
the Security Council to help
defuse the “explosive situa-
tion”.

It also-blamed India for the
tension on the border and de-
scribed New Delhi as “an ar-
rogant power.” Diplomats
and officials were closely
monitoring the situation but
making no comments.

For the Council to take up
an issue, a formal request
needs to be made by one of
its members and no one has
so far.indicated any inten-
tion of raising the issue, they
said.

The letter was circulated
among the fifteen members
of the Security Council but it
was not brought up for
debate by any one at its
meetings.

broke out between India and Pakistan, according to a study. A

- LONDON;May 25. ~ At least ‘three million people will be killed if a limited nuclear war

S

“Millions would die in the immediate blast-and fire and from radiationi Othérs would
suffer destroyed homes, lack of water and facilities and disease years later”, The Times

daily reported quoting the American magazi

ne, New Scientist.

The magazine quoted Mr MV Ramana, a nuclear researcher at Princeton University in
New Jersey, saying: “It is imperative that the two countries do not go to war, however,
limited in seale.” He said even the “most local conflicts have the potential to escalate in-

to a full-scale war, possibly nuclear”.

“At least 2.6 million people would die or be injured in India and 1.8_‘milliox‘1 in Pakistan

even if only a tenth of the nuclear weapons o

of their largest cities”,

fthe two countries were exploded above ten
Mr Ramana and other nuclear researchers at the US university

concluded. The figures are based on the impact of 10 Hiroshima-force bombs detonated
at a height of 600 metres over the five largest cities each in India and Pakistan.

The targeted: cities used in the scenario are Bangalore, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai and
Delhi in India and Faisalabad, Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi in Pakistan.

*According to the report, casualties on

the Indian side would be 1.7 million dead and

900,000 injured while the toll in Pakistan would be 1.2 million dead and 600,000 injured.
. These would be, however, only the immediate casualties from blast, fire and radiation.
An unknown number of deaths would occur from cancer in future years. — PTI

“US travel warning to citizens

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

WASHINGTON, May 25. — The USA has
warned its citizens to defer travel to India
and Pakistan, saying the risk that current
tensions could $park a war could not be
ruled out.

“Conditions along India’s border with
Pakistan and in the state of Jammu and
Kashmir have deteriorated,” the State De-
partment said in twin travel warnings cov-
ering the two countries.

“Tensions have risen to serious levels, and
the risk of intensified military hostilities be-
tween India and Pakistan cannot be ruled
out.” The department also advised any

Americans remaining in India and Pakistan
to consider leaving.

Americans were especially advised to
avoid the Indian states of Gujarat, Rajas-
than, and Punjab, as well as Jammu and
Kashmir, the site of escalating clashes with
Pakistan across the Line of Control.
Germany withdraws diplomatic staff:
Germany will recall non-essential diplomatic
staff working in Pakistan beeause of an
increased terrorist threat, the foreign
ministry said today, a report from Berlin says.

“Only diplomauc personnel whose
presence is essential will reamin,” said a
spokesman, withoit saying how many
people were being repatriated.

Begum Zia calls for amity

" STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DHAKA, May 25. — Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has said Bangladesh would support any ini-
tiative by the Nepalese Prime Minister to defuse rising
tensions between India apd Pakistan.

Begum Zia, who is convalescing in New York after knee
surgery, in a letter sent to Mr Sher Bahadur Deuba, said
countries of the region must make every effort to ensure
that the crisis does not result in disaster.

The Bangladesh Prime Minister pointed out that while it

" is understood that SAARC does not address bilateral is-
sues “the circumstances we find ourselves in at this time

cannot be described as normal. Irdeed, the unfolding
events have the potential for undermining an attempt to
achieve dur development goals in the subcontinent”.
“ Bangladesh believes that every endeavour in the quest
for peace is a noble one,” Begum Zia wrote.
Qatar urges India and Pakistan to cool it: Qatar, as
chairman of the Qrganisation of the Islamic Conference,
today urged India and Pakistan to show restraint to re-
duce tension between them.
A foreign ministry spokesman in Doha, speaking on be-
half of the 57-member Islamic body, voiced “deep concern
?)t tﬁle serious escalation” between Istamabad and New
elhi, d
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" INDIA NOT EASING MILITARY PRESSURE +

~“Pak. may crack down on

. S
«\ terrorists to avert war

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 24. While military
tensions between India and Pa-
kistan continue unabated, a vis-
ible and immediate crackdown
by Islamabad on the Kashmir-
bound terrorists can help ease
the present standoff between
the two nations. Highly placed
sources in the security estab-
lishment here say that India is
not easing military pressure, on
Pakistan, as it is felt that it is
necessary to ensure that Islama-
bad targets Kashmiri terrorism
operating from its soil “urgent-
ly.”
While indicating that military
pressure has not been halted,
the spokesperson of the Minis-
try of External Affairs, Nirupa-
ma Rao, today denied reports in
a section of the media that India
has decided to foreclose the
possibility of military action for
the next two months. “This re-
port is speculative and without
any credence,” she said.

India, while maintaining its
military stance will, neverthe-
less, expect Pakistan, after its
President, Pervez Musharaff’s
recent statements, to stick to
key benchmarks that can dem-
onstrate its seriousness to dis-
mantle terrorism from its
territory permanently. With
New Delhi looking for visible
steps, Islamabad, can, for in-

stance, first shut down the large
number of terrorist training
camps in Pakistan occupied
Kashmir (PoK). The closure of
these camps, which have about
3000 inmates, can be easily
monitored, with the surveil-
lance means available with In-
dia, the United States, Russia
and Britain. Second, Pakistani
authorities can arrest the key
leaders who are running extre-
mist organisations that target
Kashmir, and third, Pakistan
has the option of taking action
against some of the 20 fugitives
whose names figure in the list
sent to Islamabad.

With international pressure
mounting, there is anticipation
here that Pakistan may “do

don’t want a war.” — DPA

Hing back: Musharraf

ISLAMABAD, MAY 24. The Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf,
today rejected the suggestions that he pull back troops facing
off against Indian forces this week in Kashmir. In an interview
with the BBC television, he said, “if we withdraw, and suppose
there is some adventurism on the other side, we won’t be there
on the borders at all; we’ll lose the territory.”

He called the situation in Kashmir dangerous “because India
has massed its troops on the border — Army, Navy as well as
Air Force”, adding, “if we are attacked, we’ll certainly defend
all the way, with all our might. We certainly would defend every
inch of Pakistan.” Gen. Musharraf said the U.S. interest in the
region was a ‘“restraining factor”. “The U.S. is playing a role.
We, Pakistan, would like to cooperate certainly, because we

something” to curb terrorism
on its territory. But wary of
“half-measures’’ India, will be
satisfied, only if Pakistan elim-
inates the infrastructure of ter-
rorism that targets Kashmir in
its entirety and abandons the
“use and promotion of terror-
ism as an instrument of State
policy.”

Missile tests by Pak.

Sources pointed out that
while Pakistan may begin tak-
ing action against terrorists, it
may do so only after undertak-
ing “face-saving” missile tests
that seemingly symbolise Isla-
mabad’s assertion, vis-a-vis In-
dia. Not surprisingly, Pakistan
has notified India that it would

test its “short and medium |
range’'missiles between May 25
and 28. India, in response, said |
in a statement that “it is not
particularly impressed by these
missile antics, clearly targeted
at the domestic audience in
Pakistan.”

Reflecting the grim mood in
Western quarters towards Pa-
kistan on the question of terror-
ism, the visiting European
Commissioner for External Af-
fairs, Chris Patten, has acknowl-
edged that the “patience of the
Indian leadership is almost be-
yond the breaking point angds
that we need practical examples
of genuine and lasting Pakistani
action to implement the com-
mitments to eradicate terrorism
operating against India.” He
agreed that Pakistan would
make a “most profound miscal-
culation” if it were to “rely on
turning on and off the terror
trap.” Pressure on Pakistan has
also been mounted from other
quarters. The U.S. Secretary of
state, Colin Powell spoke twice
to Gen. Musharraf on Thursday.

Keeping up its diplomatic of-
fensive on Pakistan, the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
has written to the U.S. Presi-
dent, George Bush, the Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, and
the British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, detailing India’s stance on
its stand-off with Pakistan.



“India mulls

Treaty pullout

“W'\

Nllova Roy Chaudhury 0\3 \l
and Kavita Suri NN

NEW DELHI/SRINAGAR, May 24 —
India is actively exploring, even though as
a'last resort and an extreme measure, the
possibility of walking out of the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty. The treaty was signed in 1960
and has been held up for decades as a
model of cooperation between this country
and Pakistan.

Indian officials, sources said, have been in
touch with World Bank of-
ficials in the USA on this is-
sue. The World Bank is the
guarantor. Any action by
India will need to be run
past the Bank.

Revocation of the treaty
has been a longterm de-
mand of J&K governthent.

Sources said a rethink
on the treaty came imme-
diately after the 13 De-
cember Parliament attack.
Legal experts within the
armed forces were asked
to explore the possibilities
of revoking it or walking out. However, the
routine annual meeting of commissioners
from both countries, scheduled for 29 May,
has not been called off

Officials admit that it would be a last re-
sort, and an extreme measure, but say
Pakistan has not played by the ok and
this measure, not used even during open
hostilities in 1965 and 1971, would certain-
ly have an impact. Union minister of state
for home Mr ID Swami has said India was
weighing options about modifying the Trea-
ty as a measure to “exert political and eco-

ISI aides held

GHAZIABAD, May 24. —
Two persons were arrested last
night from- Bulandshehr dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh for al-
legedly providing. defence-re-
lated  information“to ‘the ISI-
and militant outfits in J&K.
The two were picked up after
a raid conducted by the milita-
1y Intelligence, police and the
Intelligence Bureau. — PT1

&y

nomic pressure on Pakistan.”

The Prime Minister, during his three-day
tour of the state, was apprised about the
preparations by the J&K government to
bolster the case for scrapping the Treaty. Dr
Farooq Abdullah is an advocate for the
treaty’s abrogation.

“We want to use the Jhelum for naviga-
tional purposes but we are denied permis-
sion to use our own waters. Had we been al-
lowed, we would be able to navigate on the
river”, Dr Abdullah said.

India has for a while been sceking Pakis-
tan’s nod to open the
sluice-gates and desilt the
dam.

The Indus basin covers
the largest irrigated area,
nearly 26 million hectares,
of any one river system in
the world. It comprises
the eastern rivers —the
Sutlej, the Beas and the
Ravi — and the western
rivers — the Indus, the
Jhelum and the Chenab.

Under the treaty, wa-
ters of the eastern rivers
were allocated to India,
and those of the western rivers to Pakistan.
With the treaty limiting the use of the west-
ern rivers for power generation and lift irri-
gation, J&K has suffered over the four dec-
ades since Nehru and Ayub Khan signed
the treaty, with rising water needs unmet.

The state government has estimated that
in terms of power generation alone it has
incurred losses worth Rs 6,000 crore a
year. There are several projects in Jammu
and Kashmir that are affected, say “state’s
politiciane, owing to Pakistan raising vari-
ous objections to various provisions.

T ST
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- Pak. gambit opens
%*’*’m\dlplomatlc space“

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, MAY 23. The signals from the Pakistan
+ President, Pervez Musharraf, that he is prepared
‘to control cross-border infiltration appears to

have opened up a wee bit of space for the un-

folding international diplomatic effort to defuse
the Indo-Pak. military tension.

India, however, is unlikely to reconsider its
military posture unless it is convinced that the
signals from Pakistan are about a comprehensive
effort to dismantle, irreversibly, the infrastruc-
ture of terrorism on its soil. India has heard Gen.
Musharraf’s words before and wants to see real
action, officials here say.

Nevertheless Gen. Musharraf's gambit last
night has given room for the top Western officials
visiting here to sketch out a road map towards
military de-escalation in the next few days. They
include Chris Patten, Commissioner on External
Relations of the European Union, Jack Straw,
British Foreign Secretary and Richard Armitage,
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State.

Gen. Musharraf’s signal was contained in an
official statement issued in Islamabad yesterday
that his government will not allow Pakistan'’s ter-
ritory to be used “for any terrorist activity any-
where in the world and no organisation in
Pakistan will be allowed to indulge in terrorism in
the name of Kashmir”. Indian officials are not
impressed with what is essentially a reiteration of
the unkept promise of Gen. Musharraf last
January.

Sources say that the reference in last night's
statement that Pakistan occupied Kashmir is not
exempt from this promise is not really new. While
Gen. Musharraf’s speech was vague on the ques-
tion of PoK, Islamabad had conveyed through
reliable channels that the “disputed territory”
was not excluded from his commitment to .end-
ing cross-border terrorism.The real significance
of the statement from Pakistan last night, in-
formed sources here say, lies in the public confir-
mation of a zenewed private commitment from
Gen. Musharraf that he will stop cross-border in-
filtration. This commitment has apparently been
made recently under pressure from the interna-
tional community.

The Indian response to the latest signils from
Pakistan is expected to depend on threéfactors.
The first relates to timeframe. The sceptical Indi-
an establishment wants a quick evidence on end-
ing cross-border infiltration. New Delhi does not
want its military options delayed and degraded

by dissimulation from Gen. Musharraf.

Second, India will also have to assess if the
signals from Pakistan represent a strategic
change. New Delhi will have to conclude that
Gen. Musharraf’s intentions are purely tactical, if
his actions are limited to curbing infiltration,
while continuing to train and finance terrorists.

The world cannot expect India to revisit the
issue of cross-border terrorism every six months.
It needs final and permanent answers about
whether Pakistan is prepared to end, once and for
all, its pursuit of terrorism as conscious policy
against India.

Third, India does not want to find itself in a
situation where Pakistan ends cross-border infil-
tration but indulges in intimidation of moderate
political voices in Kashmir through the politics of
assassination in the run-up to the elections. In
short, India wants Pakistan to address all aspects
of cross-border terrorism and not just one of
them.

The Indian decisions on both evidence and in-
tent of the renewed Pakistani commitments on
cross-border terrorism are a few days away. And
its concerns have already been communicated to
Western interlocutors. The stage now has been
set for a diplomatic choreography in the next few
days that might involve a series of steps by both
India and Pakistan to move back from the nuclear
brink.

Diplomatic sources here say that there is abso-
lute clarity on the proposed sequence of steps by
the international community. Pakistan will have
to act first to curb cross-border terrorism and
India would respond with de-escalation. The re-
duction of Indo-Pak. tension would eventually
followed by a renewed political dialogue.

India and Pakistan are a long way from getting
there and the threat of war has not receded. But
Gen. Musharraf has made the first move. If he
delivers on all aspects of cross-border terrorism,
a different future might await the subcontment

- Pak. seeks U.N.

intervention

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 23. A day after
reiterating its pledge not to al-
low its territory to be used by
anyone for terrorist activities in
the name of Kashmir, Pakistan
today petitioned the United Na-
tions seeking its help to per-
suade India to come to the
negotiating table to resolve all
differences.

The Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Abdul Sattar, chose to write
identical letters to the Secreta-
ry-General of the U.N. and the
President of the Security Coun-
cil drawing their attention “to
the explosive situation resulting
from the massive Indian
deployment”.

He alleged that India had em-
barked on coercive diplomacy
aimed at pressuring Pakistan to
abandon its principled position
on Kashmir and maintained
that the BJP Government also
wishes to deflect international
attention from the massacre of
the minority Muslims in Gujarat
as well as other domestic
failings.

Mr Sattar said ‘‘we are ready
to cooperate with any effort or
good offices by the U.N. or the
international community for re-
ducing tension, preserving
peace and promoting dialogue
between the two countries”.

The Minister drew attention
to Article 33 of the U.N. Charter
that provides for resort to
peaceful means for the resolu-
tion of differences and the
maintenance of international
peace and security through ne-
gotiation, mediation, concilia-
tion, arbitration, enquiry,
judicial settlement, resort to re-
gional agencies, or other peace-
ful means.

He said that for the past five
months, dangerous tensions
had been whipped up in South
Asia. “India has moved forward
and deployed nearly one mil-
lion troops in battle position
along the International Border
with Pakistan, the working
boundary and the Line of Con-
trol in Kashmir.”

Mr. Sattar said that despite
the hundreds of thousands of
troops it had stationed and the

sophisticated devices it had de-
ployed along the LoC, India ac-
cuses Pakistan of infiltration
across the LoC.

Mr. Sattar said the Indian
leadership ‘routinely’ blamed
Pakistan for every violent inci-

dent inside India and in Kash- .

mir.

He said some BJP leaders had
been blaming Pakistan even for
the carnage in Gujarat, though
the Indian political Opposition
as well as local and internation-
al human rights groups placed
the responsibility on Hindu fa-
natics belonging to organisa-
tions such as the RSS.

He said the same attitude had
been adopted by the Indian
Government on incidents of vi-
olence in Kashmir. ‘“Whether it
was the Chitisingpura incident
in March 2000 or the Amarnath
Yatra killings later in the year,
the Indian authorities alleged
Pakistani involvement. Such
false accusations malign the
Kashmiri freedom struggle and
are part of a propaganda strate-

gy to perpetuate Indlan occup.
tion of the State.” /

~
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GESTURE TOWARDS DE-ESCALATION?

THE PAKISTAN PRESIDENT, Pervez Musharraf,
seems inclined to make a new gesture towards
India in an effort to de-escalate the skyrocketing
tensions in bilateral relations at this moment.
This explains the Musharraf administration’s lat-
est reassurance to India that “no organisation in
Pakistan will be allowed to indulge in terrorism in
the name of Kashmir”. India should assess Pakis-
tan’s renewed pledge in a spirit of constructive
diplomacy. It will indeed be statesmanship of the
highest order if New Delhi could assess Pakis-
tan’s latest statement carefully. There certainly
@{xists a pervasive wave of moral indignation
across India over Pakistan’s suspected complicity
in last week’s terrorist atrocity near Jammu as
also in the earlier strikes of a similar kind. How-
ever, New Delhi cannot afford to oblige the Pakis-
tan-based “jehadi terrorists” by taking a dim and
hostile view of Islamabad’s inevitable difficulty in
taming them as quickly as India would like to see.
To recognise the challenges that Gen. Musharraf
faces in this regard is not to overlook Pakistan’s
obligations of goodwill towards the international
community and good neighbourliness towards
India itself. But equally so, nor can New Delhi
scoff at international opinion that seeks to give
some more time to Gen. Musharraf to deliver on
his pledges, especially now when he renews his
anti-terror promises to the global community.
The reality simply is that Gen. Musharraf despite
his undemocratic credentials is a modernist and
relatively pragmatic interlocutor whom India
cannot wish away as long as he stays the anti-
terror course.

" Pakistan’s latest official statement against
Kashmir-related terrorism is important for an-
‘iother specific pledge too. It ‘states that “the
{Musharraf) Government will not allow the terri-
tory of Pakistan or any territory whose defence is
the responsibility of Pakistan to be used for any
terrarist activity anywhere in the world”. Now,
India’s concerns regarding cross-border terror-
ism, including the activities that might be trace-

able to Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, have been
implicitly addressed by Islamabad so as to suit its
agenda. Yet, extensive indeed is the indicated
scope of Pakistan’s sensitivity to New Delhi's
acute concerns, especially about the sources of
anti-India terror. A follow-on question is whether
Gen. Musharraf will fine-tune the overall message
that he first sought to convey through his interna-
tionally televised speech on January 12 this year
in the wake of a terrorist outrage against India’s
Parliament a month earlier. Shortly after the Ja-
nuary 12 speech, the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, underlined that Gen. Musharraf had
stated his opposition to terrorism wherever it
might occur inciuding in Kashmir. If that message
was a categorical declaration of Islamabad’s new
intent, the Pakistani pledge now is a reaffirmation
of that positive vow. One has of course to be
mindful of the Western scepticism that America
may have already misread Gen. Musharraf and
the continuing encouragement of terrorism in
Kashmir. ' AC

The Pakistan-related dhoices before New Delhi
are highly emotive at thi critical time of terror-
inflicted tragedies that i
psyche. India, therefore,
looking policy towards P
of competitive war psychosis that exists on either
side. India's enlightened interest will not be
served by a retributive war against Pakistan and
the reasoning goes beyond the unforeseen apoc-
alyptic images that could yet be conjured. With
Gen. Musharraf saying he wants to pull Pakistan
from the brink of a Talibanised future, his Hercu-
lean challenges qualify to be seen in a proper
perspective. Those who wish to convert Pakistan
into an Al-Qaeda-centric citadel of international
“jehad” seem determined to make a mockery of
his anti-terror pronouncements. If Gen. Mushar-
raf can keep India’s concerns in focus by seeking
conscientiously to rid Pakistan of a virtual theol-
ogy of terrorism, he will be taking a step towards
an eventual peace dividend on the bilateral fry
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 22. As the war
clouds thickened over the sub-
continent, Pakistan  today
sought to send out conciliatory
signals to India by declaring
that it favoured settlement of
differences through negotia-
tions and would never allow its
I soil to be used for terrorist activ-
. ities. At the same time, Islama-
| bad said that it was ready to
| fight “if attacked”.

| A statement issued by the Pa-
kistan Government at the end of
a joint meeting of the Federal
Cabinet and the National Coun-

President, Pervez Musharraf,
sought to re-assure New Delhi
in the context of the present
stand-off that it would never al-

Surrounded by a sea of humanity, the body
its last journey to the ldgah ground in Srinagar on Wednesday. The Hurrlyat has
demanded a judicial probe into the killing, even as Lone’s son, Sajjad,
alleged that the State Government had withdrawn security to

his father. — AFP (Report on Page 11)
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low its soil to be used for acts of
terrorism.

More specifically the state-
ment maintained that “no orga-
nisation in Pakistan will be
allowed to indulge in terrorism
in the name of Kashmir”. How-
ever, it reiterated that Pakistan
would continue to. extend
“moral, political and diplomatic
support to the legitimate strug-
gle of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir for the realisation of
their right to
self-determination’’.

The statement can be charac-
terised as reiteration of the Ja-
nuary 12 address of Gen.
Musharraf wherein he had
promised to come down heavily
on extremism in the Pakistani
society and declared that no
one would be allowed to in-

é’bwill not allow terrorism
in the name of Kashmir: Pak.

dulge in acts of terrorism in the
name of Kashmir cause.

There is little doubt that the
statement is aimed at convinc-
ing the international communi-
ty in general and India in
particular that the military es-
tablishment has not gone back
on its commitments made in
the January 12 speech.

The sub-text of the statement
is that Pakistan is in no way
connected with the recent ter-
rorist acts in India, including
the May 14 massacre and the
murder of the All Party Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) leader, Ab-
dul Gani Lone. The statement
came shortly after the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
told jawans in the Kupwara sec-
tor in Kashmir that it was time
for a “decisive fight”’.

Explore diplomatic option: Sonia

|
cil presided over by the Pakistan
1
|
|

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 22. The Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, today
stressed the need to focus on
the diplomatic option, before
nlumping for drastic action
against Pakistan. “Much more
needs to be done on the diplo-
matic front, We would like grea-
ter efforts to get the
international community to un-
derstand the problems that we
are facing,” Ms. Gandhi told
newspersons at her party office.

She said the assassination of
the Hurriyat leader, Abdul Gani
Lone, and the situation on the
border were indicators of the

‘kind of situation the country

faced. “The situation is indeed
very fragile. All the signals are
there but we must never shut
the door on the diplomatic op-
tion,” she said.

Having extended broad sup-
port to the NDA Government on
the issue, Ms. Gandhi, however,
did not specify what definite
measures she wanted the Gov-
ernment to take. “We in the
Congress and other Opposition
parties do not have the full de-
tails or information about the
situation. Therefore it is for
them to decide” she said.

The Congress president said
Lone’s assassination showed
that certain forces were con-

stantly trying to disrupt peace.
She was, however, mildly crit-
ical of the Government’s hand-
ling of the internal situation in
Jammu & Kashmir. “Not
enough has been done by the
Government. .There is need to
talk to different groups and take
them into confidence,” she said.

The mild tone of her criticism
reflects the fine balancing act
that the Congress is being asked
to perform just days ahead of
the all-important AICC session
on Friday. Reports indicate that
similar care was taken by the
CWC at its meeting today to
modulate the resolutions on the
political, economic and interna-
tional situation.
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“\ battle, PM tells jawans

By Luv Puri

SRINAGAR, MAY 22. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today said the Army should be
ready for sacrifices but “our aim
should be victory”.

In a forceful address to the ja-
wans at the Kupwara brigade
headquarters here this after-
noon, Mr. Vajpayee said the
country was facing a proxy war
waged by a neighbouring coun-
try and urged the armed forces
to be ready for a “decisive bat-
tle”.

“The time has come for a de-
cisive battle and we will have a
sure victory in this battle,” the
Prime Minister said, adding that
his visit to Jammu and Kashmir
had a deep meaning and
“whether Pakistan or the world
take note of it or not, a new
chapter of victory and triumph
will be written in the history
books soon.”

The Prime Minister said the
country believed in peace, but it
should not be construed as “our
weakness”. “The enemy has
thrown us a challenge by wag-
ing a proxy war. We accept it
and pledge to give it a crushing
defeat,” he said.

Mr. Vajpayee said many
questions were being put to him
about possible action against

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, peering through a
pair of binoculars while being shown captured weapons from
militants at a military base in Kupwara in Jammu on
Wednesday. — AP

THE ENEMY'S DESIGNS WILL BE DEFEATED' VA

Be ready for decisive. .-

7

betrayed the country — New
Delhi had expected friendship.
“But they sent in mercenaries
and captured our land. We de-
feated them and liberated every
inch of land from them. They
were given a crushing blow. But
they still did not derive any les-
son from it,” he said adding that
despite the defeats they have
not learnt lessons. “They have
now waged a new type of war
against us. But we have vowed

full preparedness to defeat the
nefarious designs of the ene-
my,” he added.

Mr. Vajpayee said he wanted
to make the country prosperous
and progressive.

“But our enemy is hell-bent
on creating internal disturbanc-
es in our country. It is trying to
grab our land and to disrupt the
democratic process. It needs to
be given a response.”

Referring to the Kaluchak
carnage in Jammu in which 32
persons were killed by terror-
ists, Mr. Vajpayee said the grue-
some killing of children and
women showed the real face of
terrorists.

The Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes, said a new type
of situation had arisen after Ka-
luchak and the country would
not sit idle but would defeat the

terrorists and the sponsors of
terrorism. “My visit to the State
holds an answer to it. Whether
our neighbouring country or
the world notices it, I am sure
that by this visit an important

will be added in our history. We
will emerge victorious,” he said
amid applause from the jawans.

The Prime Minister said the
country was prepared for any
eventuality and its armed forces
and 100 crore Indians had

pledged to defeat the designs of
the enemy. “We will teach the
perpetrators of the proxy war a
lesson. Our forces are standing
like rock on the borders.”
Referring to the Kargil war,
Mr. Vajpayee said Pakistan had

designs of the militants. He as-
sured the Prime Minister that
the armed forces were fully
ready and capable of inflicting a
crushing defeat on the
aggressors.

chapter of victory and triumph

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 22. India today virtually
served an ultimatum to Pakistan to termi-
nate cross-border terrorism or face the

consequences of a possible war.

In a blunt message conveyed to Pakis-

tan’s outgoing High Commissioner, Ash-
raf Jehangir Qazi, the Foreign Secretary,
Chokila Iyer, said that, “our patience with
terrorism has exhausted. We are no longer
willing to allow things to continue as they
are. Pakistan will have to end terrorism.”
Ms. Iyer, on whom Mr. Qazi had paid a
“courtesy call”, said that “no one in India
takes the possibility of war lightly”.

Explaining the rationale for India’s dis-
enchantment with Pakistan, she said New
Delhi was committed to a dialogue, but
Islamabad’s sponsorship of terrorism
demonstrated that it was “neither pre-
pared for a substantive dialogue nor ready
for establishing normal state-to-state
relations”’.

The Foreign Secretary’s conversation
with Mr. Qazi is being interpreted here as

_A blunt message to Islamabad

an amplification of the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s observation made
while addressing the troops deployed at
Kupwara in north Kashmir that the time
for “a decisive battle” had arrived.

Putting the onus on Pakistan for any
eventuality that might follow, the Foreign
Secretary asserted that Islamabad had ig-
nored the political and popular mood in
India after the December 13 “watershed”’
attack on Parliament.

The terrorist assault on Parliament, she
said, had brought home to India’s politi-
cal leadership as well as people at large
that terrorism had to be crushed decisive-
ly as tolerance of this menace only en-
couraged it.

According to Ms. Iyer, Pakistan, despite
its President, Pervez Musharraf’s pledges
in his January 12 televised address, had
not targeted the infrastructure of terror-
ism that existed on Pakistani soil.

Leaders of terrorist organisations were
arrested but subsequently released and
terrorist training camps were relocated,
she said.

Pakistan’s response to India’s list of 20

fugitives was also unsatisfactory. Despite
Interpol red corner notices on a large
nuniber of these terrorists — that made it
mandatory for Pakistan to detain them —
Islamabad had decided not to take any
action against them.

Pakistan’s “compulsive hostility” to-
wards India was the root cause of its sup-
port for cross-border terrorism. That
explained the lack of meaningful response
from Pakistan to India’s initiative for talks
both at Lahore and subsequently at Agra,
she added.

In response, a press statement by the
Pakistan High Commission said that Mr.
Qazi brought to Ms. Iyer's attention that
India’s “unfounded allegations” against
Pakistan had already been “effectively re-
butted.” He said “the present dangerous
situation was created by India’s attempts
at a policy of coercion and intimidation
instead of a policy of de-escalation and
dialogue”.

nalising its options towards Pakistan, the
international community continued to
call for restraint by both sides.

While India today went ahead with fi- k

‘Civil defence alert sounded

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELH{, MAY 22. Even as the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today talked about a de-
cisive battle to end the proxy
war thrust on the country by Pa-
kistan, two critical meetings of
the Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity (CCS) have been sched-
uled.

The first one is to be held to-
morrow evening immediately
after Mr. Vajpayee and the
Union Home Minister, L.K.Ad-

vani, return from Srinagar, and
the second one the next day.

Though the Government
seems to be moving step-by-
step in the direction that indi-
cates war, it is careful enough to
send two conflicting signals.
Yesterday in Jammu Mr Vaj-
payee did not see any sign of
war clouds, but today he talked
of a “decisive battle” and asked
the jawans in the forward areas
to be “ready for sacrifice.”

A meeting at the Home Min-
istry today reviewed steps for

"

“rear area security” and decid-
ed that all civil defence mea-
sures be activated in the border
areas, especially the areas on
the western border with Pakis-
tan.

Lines of communication are
to be opened, police have to
make checks on the Pakistani
nationals visiting here and over-
staying their visas and the anti-
sabotage protection of impor-
tant installations is to be
strengthened.

Mr. Advani, who chaired the

meeting, emphasised the need
for people’s participation in civ-
il defence.

The meeting was attended by
the Home Secretary, Kamal
Pandey, three special secretar-

to defeat it and our forces are in !

ies in the Ministry and the Di-
rector-General of Civil Defence,
besides several other officials.|
Mr. Advani desired that beside
all the States on the wester
border the enhanced securi
measures should also be activa
ted in Delhi, Himachal Prades
and Western Uttar Pradesh.



/ +* Pak. decries Vajpayee’s speech

3 \!

By B. Muralidhar Reddy \(\“ .

ISLAMABAD, MAY 22. Reacting to the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s speech
to the troops near the Line of Control (LoC),
Pakistan urged New Delhi to desist from
“‘blatant war-mongering”’ and instead fo-
cus on peaceful resolution of problems
within the country and its neighbours.

A spokesman of the Pakistan Foreign
Ministry, in a statement, said the Musharraf
Government has taken note of the state-
ment made by Mr. Vajpayee threatening
Pakistan with “a decisive battle”.

“The Indian leadership should desist
from such blatant war-mongering and in-
stead focus on addressing their internal
problems as well as resolving peacefully
their many disputes with their
neighbours.”

It said that the Indian leaders must not
misunderstand the “restraint” so far shown
by Pakistan in the face of their ‘“provocative
statements and moves”’. The statement said
Pakistan has the ability to defend itself
against any war imposed by India.

“Any misadventure by India will be met

with full force. India must not harbour any
illusions of waging and winning a war
against Pakistan. This would be a major
miscalculation leading to grave conse-
quences.”

Earlier, the joint meeting of Cabinet and
NSC expressed “deep concern” over India’s
massing of troops on the border and “the
threatening and aggressive statements by
the Indian leadership.”

The statement said the meeting agreed
that all differences between Pakistan and
India, including Kashmir, should be resolv-
ed “through bilateral negotiations or other
peaceful means as provided in the UN char-
ter.” It called on the international commu-
nity to “impress upon India the dangérs
inherent in the explosive situation created
as a result of Indian belligerence and ob-
duracy”’.

“The meeting particularly emphasised
that the Government will not allow the ter-
ritory of Pakistan or any territory whose de-
fence is the responsibility of Pakistan to be
used for any terrorist activity anywhere in
the world.”

In his interaction with newspaper editors

4
9@6\?
and senior journalists, Gen. Musharrkf ap-

pears to have given the impression that Is-
lamabad does not anticipate any aggression
from New Delhi. It seems to be based on
the assumption that with the U.S.-led coali-
tion forces making use of its soil for oper-
ations in Afghanistan, it would not be easy
for India to target Pakistan. In his remarks,
Gen. Musharraf told the editors that Pakis-
tan was prepared for war but would contin-
ue to work for peace. War, he said, was not
the answer to any dispute but “if war was
forced on Pakistan, the enemy will find us
fully prepared”.

Gen. Musharraf emphasised that Pakis-
tan’s strategy was basically one of deter-
rence. That, he said, was the main feature of
all three defence services. He, however, de-
clared that the greatest deterrence was the
“will and determination of the Pakistani
nation to fight to the last drop of its blood"".

Earlier, the Military Operations Directo-
rate gave the editors a detailed briefing on
the state of military preparedness. It was
followed by presentations by the Foreign
Minister, Abdul Sattar and the Foreign Sec-
retary, Inam ul Hagq.
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s Iran calls for restraint

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, MAY 21. Iran today
called for an early dialogue be-

tween India and Pakistan to de- . §

fuse the present
tension in the subcontinent and
find a political solution to their
bilateral problems.

The visiting Iranian Foreign
Minister, Kamal Kharrazi,
hoped that the leaders of India
and Pakistan were “prudent
enough to show their wisdom to
engage in a dialogue instead of
showing military muscle.”

In a conversation with The
Hindu, Mr. Kharrazi expressed
Iran’s deep concern over the
rising tensions between India
and Pakistan, but hoped that
“they would be defused as soon
as possible”.

Asked about the Indian posi-
tion that talks with Pakistan can
only begin after an end to cross-

military

Kamal Kharrazi

border terrorism, he said the
“vicious circle” in the subconti-
nent “has to broken.”

It is only through dialogue
“both sides can decide on how
to move forward and take steps

that can defuse the tension.’
Mr. Kharazzi later called on
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, and the talks covered
both bilateral relations and the
deteriorating ties between India
and Pakistan. Mr. Kharrazi left
for Islamabad in the evening.

Sounding upbeat on the bi-
lateral relationg with India, he
said the visit to Teheran last
year by Mr. Vajpayee was a
“milestone”. Since then, trade
between the two countries had
tripled and politically the two
countries had drawn closer
than ever before. Mr. Kharazzi
was here principally to attend
the meeting of the Joint Eco-
nomic Commission.

India and Iran had, in recent
years, developed intensive
cooperation in countering the
Taliban in Afghanistan. Mr.
Kharrazi said the cooperation

between the two sides on Af-L
ghanistan would continue in
shaping the  post-Taliban :
Afghanistan. ;

On the prospect of expanded
energy cooperation between |
the two nations, he was hopeful
that New Delhi and Teheran
would soon decide on the pipe-
line project that would trans-
port the abundant natural gas
resources of Iran to India
through Pakistan. The results of
the joint feasibility studies are
expected shqrtly.

Calling it the “peace pipe-
line,” Mr. Kharrazi said the
“strategic”’ project “will help
promote peace and security in !
the region by itself.” But India
continues to have concerns on ;
letting the energy supplies run '
through a hostile Pakistan. ;

Details on Page 12

L
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2002

AS MILITARY PRE TIONS continue apace
and tension spirals\along the India-Pakistan
border, a question of enormous significance
begs to be answered: is war an option? It is a
question with a hard practical edge which rais-
es issues of life-threatening immediacy and,
therefore, demands to be addressed with a cool
and clear-headed pragmatism. The answers
cannot be clouded by the legitimate indigna-
tion about the outrage at Kaluchak or be deter-
mined by a growing lack of patience about
being subject to repeated terrorist attacks by
Pakistan-based jehadi groups. While the calls
for effective intervention to end this unceasing
onslaught are understandable, there is — in the
existing circumstances — an enormous differ-
ence between the rhetoric of war and the actual
practice of it. Despite the sabre-rattling, it ap-
pears that a number of people, both within the
Indian Government and outside it, have real-
ised that a full-scale war with Pakistan would be
a catastrophe. (Even an inveterate fanatic such
as the Shiv Sena’s Bal Thackeray has admitted
this is not ‘affordable’ in view of the nuclearised
environment in the subcontinent.) However,
what is extremely worrying is the pervasive and
reckless chatter about the possibility of launch-
ing limited strikes which, at the very least, could
take the shape of surgical raids against militant
camps in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).
Apart from the fact that such limited strikes are
unlikely to achieve their stated objective, some-
thing which is acknowledged by a number of
defence experts, there is an enormous risk that
such an operation could spin dangerously out
of control.

" The unspeakable, a nuclear conflagration, is
the worst but by no means the only hazard of
escalation. A full-fledged conventional battle —
in these days of long-range missiles tipped with

{ WAR IS NO OPTION ("™

devastating payloads — would cause extensive
damage to both countries. The Kargil example is
sometimes used to establish that a limited war
with Pakistan is a wholly feasible proposition.
But the dynamics of the Kargil conflict, which
was essentially a battle to recover a piece of
Indian territory, were entirely different from
what is being envisaged in some quarters now.
[t is more than likely that an Indian attack on
PoK, or on specific militant camps within Pakis-
tan, will result in a dangerous widening of the
conflict.

Sections of the Indian establishment are re-
sentful about what they perceive as the United
States’ ‘double standards’ — reflected in that
country's continued calls for restraint even as it
zealously proclaims its right to launch both re-
taliatory and pre-emptive strikes pretty much
where it pleases. Be that as it may, the Vajpayee
Government cannot but factor the U.S. in when
it takes whatever decision it eventuaily does.
The American presence on Pakistan soil and its
transparent interest in mopping up the residual
Al-Qaeda operatives with the assistance of Per-
vez Musharraf are at least two of the factors that
New Delhi can hardly afford to overlook. Among
the things that India needs to do is to press the
U.S. to get much tougher with Islamabad about
its attitude to jehadi groups and the issue of
cross-border infiltration. The point must be
forcefully made that any talk of a global war on
terror can be meaningful only if it covers all
terrorists and not merely those who threaten the
U.S. In the meanwhile, Mr. Vajpayee must resist
the temptation to play to a gallery which under-
stands nothing more than revenge and retal-
iation and which is clamouring for some drastic
action against Pakistan. War rhetoric has al-
ready attained a shrill and fervent pitch even
though it is clear that war is no option. e
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’Wprld must tell Indja to
“"see reason: Pakistan

AFP & PTI -"/\\g

ISLAMABAD, May 20. — Pak-
istan today called for increased
international efforts to make
India “see reason” and begin
negotiations as war clouds
gathered over the two countries.

“We hope the international
community will increase its efforts
considering the hestile position
adopted by India and convince
India to see reason and come to
the negotiating table for talks,”
said foreign ministry spokesman
Mr Aziz Ahmed Khan.

Asked at a news conference if

he thought war was imminent
between the neighbours, he said
he was not in the business of
“fortune telling”.
Parties denounce Pervez:In a
major setback to Gen Pervez
Musharraf’s plans to build a na-
tional consensus in dealing with
heightened border tensions,
mainstream political parties de-
nounced him as an “isolated”
ruler and asked him to resign
immediately and hand over pow-
er to a caretaker government.

Gen Musharraf should resign

both as President and chief of
the Army to form a caretaker
government which is better suit-
ed to handle the crisis, 30 politi-
cal and religious parties said in a
unanimous resolution adopted
at a quickly convened meeting at
Lahore yesterday.

The meeting was held amid
moves by Gen Musharraf to call
an all-party conference to dis-
cuss steps being taken to deal
with rising tensions with India.

“The President must resign im-
mediately... the demand for Gen
Musharraf’s resignation even at a
time when India has taken an ag-
gressive posture against Pakistan
1s important because the General
doesn’t enjoy the moral or consti-
tutional authority to take deci-
sions at this juncture,” chairman
of the Alliance for Restoration of
Democracy, Nawabzada Nasrul-
lah Khan, said.

“No individual isolated from
the masses can be a best leader
while the nation is in a state of
war,” he told reporters after the
meeting, Mr Khan, however, did
not give a categorical answer
when asked if ARD constituents
would attend the all-party con-

ference to be convened by the
government.

The resolution also demanded
the appointment of “a full time
chief of army staff who can de-
vote his whole-hearted attention
to the defence of Pakistan and to
meeting the threat to national
security and territorial integrity”.

The meeting also asked India
to “desist from any aggression”
and resolve all outstanding is-
sues with Pakistan through ne-
gotiations.

The parties’ demand came as
the information minister. Mr Ni-
sar ‘Memon, appealed for na-
tional unity. “This is a national
situation and everybody should
come forward and support the
government to respond to the
situation”, he said.

The meeting was attended by
parties, including the Puakistan
People’s Party. Pakistan Musiim
League and Jamat- e-Islami.

Gen Musharraf stood “discre-
dited” after committing rigging
in the referendum, Mr Khan
said adding he lacked the stature
and moral authority to deal with
the current threat to national sc-
curity and territorial imegrity./
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Tndla Pakistan get
baitle' array \‘eady

Islamabad\New Delhi: The war clouds over
the sub-continent appeared to have gathered
momentum on Monday with Union home
minister L.K. Advani announcing that the
army has been asked to consult the ‘war
book’ and Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf convening a joint meeting of his

cabinet and the National Security Council,
Pakistan’s top policy making body, on
Wednesday.

The ‘war book’ is a highly conﬂdéntial doc-
ument containing the day-to-day records of
past wars, including battle plans, strategies
and actions of both sides, and is maintained
at the headquarters of all regiments. It is
usually consulted only when the army gets
ready for war.

“For long we have been fighting the war.
So, either we fight the way we have been
fighting all along or there will be a differ-
ence,” he said, adding that even the merchant
navy had been brought under the navy’s com-
mand. “This is an indication that we are mov-
ing in a certain direction,” he said.

The home minister said he would be reach-
ing Srinagar on May 23 to attend the unified
command meeting and would be joined by de-
fence minister George Fernandes. Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee is reaching
the state on Tuesday on a three-day visit.

This comes amidst reports that Islamabad
has deployed Shaheen missiles to deal with a
possible Indian attack and moved a major
part of its strategic Reserve Corp based in
the frontier town of Peshawar to bolster its
defences on the Firozpur-Ganganagar sector.

Army sources in New Delhi said Islam-
abad had moved the Reserved Corp over the
last three days. The move is part of a major
troop re-deployment by Pakistan all along the
border as also along the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir, where two to three new
mountain divisons had been inducted.

The sources said that the bulk of the Pak-
istani troop concentration, including its ar-
moured and mechanised formations, was
still on the Jehlum-Chenab corridor facing
India’s Chamb and Shakargarh bulge sector
and along the Chenab-Ravi corridor facing

Shares tumble in
Karachi, Mumbai

Mumbai\Karachi: Pakistan stocks suf-
fered their second-largest fall on Monday
and the Indian rupee fell close to a record
low as tensions escalated between the two
countries.

" Shares tumbled by more than seven per
cent on the Karachi Stock Exchange to
end at a 14-week low, while on the Bombay
Stock Exchange, shares ended near a five-
month low. The benchmark 30-share Sen-
sex was down 1.53 per cent at 3,282.81
points, its lowest close since January 2
this year. At its close, the index had lost
4.6 percent since Tuesday’s attack in Jam-
mu.Global rating agency Standard & Poor
warned that the sovereign ratings of both
countries could be affected if the tensions
persisted and hurt public finances. reuters

the Lahore-Gurdaspur sector.

A report from Jammu said Pakistan’s
army build-up had assumed a threatening
posture with the induction of three divisions
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir facing the
Dras-Siachen axis, Kupwara-Uria axis and
the Naushera-Poonch sector.

The report said Pakistanis had massed
troops along the strategic Hajipir Pass, one of
most widely used infiltration routes in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

But in spite of a war looming large, there
was no respite in cross-border firing and
shelling. Six Pakistani soldiers were killed
and eight to ten bunkers destroyed in retalia-
tory fire by Indian troops on Monday morn--
ing in the Poonch and Rajouri sectors.

Expanding the front, Pakistani troops on
Monday also shelled border areas of Gur-
daspur district of Punjab, drawing retaliato-
ry action from the Indian army, defence
sources said. agencies
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy 9

ISLAMABAD, MAY 19. Pakistan is
planning to ‘approach’ the U.N.
Security Council seeking its in-
tervention to defuse the current
tension in the region. The Pakis-
tan daily, Dawn, in its report
quoted informed sources, as
saying that Islamabad did not
rule out the possibility of asking
the U.N. to invoke the Security
Council Resolution 1172 passed
in 1998. The resolution per-
tained to the nuclear tests by In-
dia and Pakistan and the need
for resolution of the Kashmir
issue.

The daily said Pakistan was
keeping the U.N. secretary-gen-
eral, Kofi’Annan, informed on a
daily basis on India’s ‘warlike
actions’ and on the heavy shell-
ing across the Line of Control. It
said Islamabad had asked the
international community to use

its mﬂuence with Indla and dis-
suade it from escalating
tensions.

It said Pakistan had not ruled
out the possibility of India de-
claring ‘an all-out war’ against it
and had taken the required
steps to defend its borders and

Bid to enter PoK may lead
to war: Pak.; ‘Situation on
border dangerous’: Page 11

the LoC. The moves New Delhi
could make may include heavy
artillery attacks across the LoC,
air attacks on the ‘so-called mil-
itant infrastructure’, incursion
by special forces into certain
specified areas to wipe out what
the Indians believed to be the
camps of militants and at-
tempts to redraw a ‘defensible
line of control’, it said.

The international community
had so far not bought the Indian

d.planning to

campalgn \m involvement of
Pakistan in the Jammu incident.
“But by refusing to make any
distinction between militancy
by freedom fighters waging a
war against occupation forces
and that which is perpetrated
by international terrorism the
world community seems to be
providing India the room to cre-
ate a negative perception of Pa-
kistan’s attitude towards the
Kashmiri freedom fight.”

The paper said Pakistan was
trying to dispel the impression
in the foreign capitals that Isla-
mabad was soft-pedalling on
eliminating religious . extre-
mism. This impression had
been created by the release of
most of the suspected militants
rounded up in January, as un-
der the law of the land they
could not be kept in custody
without proof of their alleged
crimes beyond 90 days.

0 v

approach UN. é

Also Pakistan had told its
friends that it was next to im-
possible to stop the infiltration
of Kashmiris across the LoC as
most of them were members of
divided families living on both
sides of the LoC. If India with
such massive deployment of
troops on the LoC could not
stop this infiltration how could
Pakistan, in a defensive posi-
tion, do that?

Quoting sources, the paper
said the timing of the Jammu |
incident was just right for the
Indian Government to divert
the attention of the world com-
munity from the embarrass-
ment of Gujarat.

The paper said Pakistan had
told its ‘friends’ that it had little
to gain by encouraging militant
activities inside Jammu and
Kashmir and such incidents on-

ly served India's purpose of
gaining international sympathy.
!




logue”.

The British Foreign Secretary,
Jack Straw, who has spoken fo
his Indian counterpart, Jaswant .

Singh, twice since the May 14

terrorist attack near Jammu, has
said that Britain would contin-
ue to work with the U.S. and
other “international partners”
to help reduce tension in the
region,
There has been strong British
condemnation of the latest ter-
| rorist attack but it has been ac-

companied by calls for restraint
amid fears of a “hawkish’ Indi-
an retaliation. The news that for
now India has opted for a diplo-
matic offensive has been re-
ceived with a sigh of relief and

- Pakistan is being urged to make

use of the breather to take tan-
gible steps to lower the temper-
ature in the region.

Commentators acknow}-
edged that Indiashad a “Iegiti-
mate” case over cress-border
terrorism and Pakistan should
do more to stop it, but they also
advised India to recognise that
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, was not fully in con-
trol of the situation, “India is
unlikely to find itself with a
more pragmatic leadership in

the ISI was

-seasoned India

Pakistan than the one it has at
the moment,” The Times said in
an editorial pointing out that
Gen. Musharraf had indeed “at-
tempted to crack down on mil-
itants” but his ability to restrain
“exceptionally
fragile”.

Reports from British corre-
spondents in India have high-
lighted the pressure on Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
from his “hardline” colleagues.
“The voices of men such as LK.
Advani, Home Minister, seem
nowadays to be raised in favour
of escalating the tension,” a
watcher, John
Simpson, wrote today warning
as much against “the wild extre.-
mism of the Islamic militants

790!

—
pro?fuctive’ Indo-Pak. dialogue

operating inside Jammu and
Kashmir” as the “over-excitabil-
ity on the part of the politicians,
particularly in India, which is
undergoing a strong and dis-
turbing shift to the right.” .
Meanwhile, British Muslims
have denounced as “un-Islam-
ic” the May 14 attack on “up-:
armed civilians” in Jammu and-
Kashmir. .
“Such crimes, whoever may-
be behind them, do no good to
anyone and defame Muslims
and Islam.
To us there is no difference
between these brutal killings,
and the killings being carried
out in Gujarat,” the Council of.
Indian Muslims (UK) said in a

Statement.
/ BN
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"8 it possible that Government at
last perceive, if ever so dimly, that
the calculated encouragement of
the VHP, pracharak Modi and others
in the Sangh Parivar, who change their
garb as easlly as Lashkar-e-Taiyaba, is
now proving- counter-productive? The
demarche, from the European Union,
the qmcem expressed by other coun-
tries-and which our Ex-
terndl Affaifs Ministry
tries in vain to deflect
on the specious ground
of defending our sover-
eignty, which no one is
threatening anyhow,

Has Bush arrived at
an understanding
with Musharraf to

tion in Dhaka from where they come
into India in large numbers, marry
local women and change the demogra-
phy of border areas like Karimgunge
and Dubri in Lower Assam, Cooch
Behar, Ismailpur, Raigunge and
Murshidabad in West
Bengal. Their distin-
guishing mark is the
green lungi. Detailed
reports have been sent
to the state govern-
ment, to chief minis-

may finally be getting : ; ters, Home Ministry,
across. Go}:'emance is let him keep his Prime Minister and his
not the same thing as Al Qaida and office and the External
conducting a pogrom ] . Affairs Ministry. Eve-
against a whole com- Taliban friends ryone concerned  has

munity and segregating
Muslimg into ghettos,
taking advantage of
Gujarat’s Disturbed
Areas Act. To say the
least, this is not to fulfil
the Constitutional
mandate of treating all citizens equally
before the law. Government must also
feel that making an issue of the worst
ever fidayeen attack in Jammu on 14th
May, in which 30 people were mur-
dered in cold blood, mostly families of
army - personnel, might well be
answered by the charge of conniving at
huyndreds if not thousands of women
being dishonoured and burnt alive with
children thrown into the same fire, all
in defence of Hindutva.

The threat from Pakistan is serious.
In as many as 16 Caveats since 11th
September I have dwelt on how
Musharraf fooled the Americans — all
too ready to be fooled — into allowing
safe air-corridors to remove his officers
and men fighting alongside the Taliban

tan, to save them from the
Northem Alhance forces and using the
facility also to bring out Osama bin
Laden and Mullah Omar with a thou-
sand of their best fighters to Peshawar
and place them under ISI protection.
These are being infiltrated into
Rajasthan or flown into Bangladesh
taking advantage of the new dispensa-

provided he sees to it
that they do not turn
on America again!

been kept fully and offi-
cially informed. I want
to know what action
has been taken and if
not, why not?

And »whatever hap-
pened to Buddhadeb’s
laudable decision to probe the setting
up of a large number of madrasas in
border areas recently,
said to be financed by

In the mmd; of men '*

! Otherwise there is no explana- |
on for such blinkered vision. Truly ‘
has it been said that there are none so
blind as those that will not see and it is
quite clear that Bush and his adminis-
tration will not see. The US President
has joined the plea to India for
restraint. Presumably he cannot object
if we show the same restraint he
showed after 11th September!
Pakistan is focussed on Kashmir and
has given every indication that they
will stop at nothing. Rocca’s conviction
that the USA can help defuse tension is.
true to the extent that Pakistan is
hostage to the US and can deny Bush
nothing. America has not yet under-
stood that Kashmir is central to Indian
nationhood, not a strip of disputed ter-
ritory; it is not available to repay the
debt to Musharraf for help with the
Afghanistan war. In any event the:
Pakistani President has been bought
with dollars and has no’option but to
stay bought. At the same time it is not
enough to say that Gujarat is a blot on
the BJP; it is a stain on the whole
nation. The level of
hatred, intolerance and

petro-dollars. Article America has not yet  the wilallingness to
30 does not protect remove altogether all
financing of education- understood that vestiges o}fl' Muslim cul-
al institutions from ‘s ture is abhorrent to the
abroad in flagrant vio- Kashmir is central nation’s most deeply
lation of the law on the  ¢o Indian nationhood. held convictions.
subject. ) ) ’ Advani’s response to
The US Assistant not a strip of disputed the debate in Parlia-
Secretary of State, . .. ment was both correct
Christina Rocca,ﬁgn a  territory; it 1s not and telling. The country
visit to India offered . must be prepared to
ﬁa axllld sympathy ovext" available to r epay stand up to Pakistan
e ghastly outrage o and go to any length
14th May; the word the debt to MuSharraf necessary to safeguard
used was barbaric cou- for help with its territorial integrity.
pled with sympathy for . But to do that it must
families of victims; this  the Afghanistan war be strong and united.

is hopelessly inade-

quate, even hypocritical. There is not a
word about the perpetrators. Has Bush
arrived at an understanding with
Musharraf to let him keep his Al Qaida
and Taliban friends provided he sees to
it that they do not turn on America

This is impossible while °
carrying the burden of Gujarat. The
poison began in the minds of men and
it is in the minds of men that the
defences of peace, tolerance and unity
must be constructed. /And there is no
time to be lost. /
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House
speaks
In one
voice

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 17: Armed
with a unanimous resolution of
Parliament, the government to-
night declared that words would
not suffice and it would respond
to the Kaluchak massacre with
“action” against Pakistan.

In a rare show of unity, mem-
bers cutting across party lines in
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha authorised the Vajpayee
regime to take “apbropriate ac-
tion” against Pakistan. Parlia-
ment passed a resolution that re-
iterated the nation's commit-
ment to fighting Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee will address the nation
and consult the Opposition soon,
home minister L.K. Advani said.
Responding to the Kashmir de-
bate in both Houses of Parlia-
ment, Advani said: “Our armed
forces have to be consulted. All

soptions and pros and cons have
to be weighed and the reply has
to be in such a way that we reach
a decisive phase,” he said.

The home minister, however,
did not spell out how the govern-
ment intends to respond. “In
what way we respond and in
what way we tell the people, you
will soon know. It can be through
television... The Prime Minister
may broadcast to the nation.”

Vajpayee was present in the
House, but did not speak.

When Margaret Alva of the
Congress asked Advani about
the army chief’s statement that

o ) o V
rhiament authorises action

it was time for action, the home
minister pointed out that Gener-
al 8. Padmanabhan had also said
a decision would be taken by the
nation. “This means the nation
will take a decision through Par-
liament advising the govern-
ment,” he said.

Advani expressed his disap-
pointment with the US. He said
he had conveyed to a US repre-
sentative that while the people

of India were angry with Pak-
istan, they were distraught with

America, too. Ambassador
Robert Blackwill had met Ad-
vani yesterday.

Hinting at possible targets,
Advani said the government had
definite information about 70 to
75 terrorist training camps in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. It
also knew that some 3,000-4,000
Taliban and al Qaida activists,

N
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The Naﬁonal Security Council meets in Delhi. The

chiefs of the army and the air force and former army
W chief V.P. Malik attend the meeting, presided over
.. by national security adviser Brajesh Mishra F

ahinet Committee on Security to meet on Saturday

VIEW FROM THE FIELD

Members of both Houses of Parliament authorise
the Prime Mmlster to take approprrate actron

. As Parliament discusses national security, bumb
‘ uoes oﬂ near the secretanat m Srmagar

~ Heavy ﬂrmg erupts along the Line of Control and the -
' international border in the Jammu-Poonch sector.
Border exodus begms ‘

. US secretary of state Colin Powell calls i
- Jaswant Singh, urges restraint

A soldier near the international border in the Samba bsar:mr ;
which wmressed heavy shelling on Frlday (AFP)

)
8

mostly Arabs, had shifted base to
Pakistan from Afghanistan.

Later, Parliament adopted
the resolution that said: “The
House resolves to fight against
such senseless acts of terrorism
which are against humanity as a
whole in a united and deter-
mined manner and declares this
nation’s commitment to see an
end to this menace.”

The resolution said it was es-

JRC Mcn SUKHTAO MHT VMO

sential that leaders of the world
community take note of the
“continuing acts of terrorism
encouraged by Pakistan so that
united and effective action can
be taken against it”.

Minister of state for external
affairs Omar Abdullah made a
forcefhl speech, saying Pakistan
would be stupid in considering
use of nuclear weapons.

M See Page 6

FROM SUJAN DUTTAIN NEW
DELHIAND MUKHTAR
AHMAD IN SRINAGAR

May 17: Parliament’s blank
cheque to the Centre today to
take action against Pakistan
has put the onus on the de-
fence and security establish-
ment to come up with viable
options for a military strike.

The National Security
Council met for the first time
after being reconstituted. The
Prime Minister’s security ad-
viser, Brajesh Mishra, chaired
the meeting attended by the
army chief, General S. Padman-
abhan, and Air Chief Marshal
S. Krishnaswamy.

The service chiefs have not
been called to a joint meeting
with the Prime Minister since
February despite the border de-
ployment but Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee has met them individually,
They are likely to be invited to a
meeting of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security tomorrow.

The series of meetings is part
of the process of consensus-
building that might presage ac-
tion. Within the security estab-
lishment, the pros and cons of a
unilateral offensive strike con-
tinue to be debated.

The firing across the border
in Jammu today is subtle indica-
tion that the army is prepared to
escalate. Indian and Pakistani
troops traded fire in the Samba,
R.S. Pura and Hiranagar sectors
in Jammu in what a defence
spokesman described as the

heaviest exchange since troop .

mobilisation in December.

A youth was killed and 11 per-
sons, including four armymen,
were injured in the firing
that triggered an exodus of vil-
lagers from the area. Nearly 300
people fled from Samba and
Hiranagar.

Militants struck in Srinagar
with an explosion outside the
fire service headquarters, near
the civil secretariat and the of-
fice of the director-general of po-

the attack and four sustained se-
rious injuries.

Defence ministry sources
said the border firing was limit-
ed to use of infantry weapons
such as machine guns and mor-
tars. They denied that artillery
guns were fired. But the re-
sponse from the Indian army,
particularly in the R.S. Pura sec-
tor, was heavy. An army source
described the action as “retalia-
tory” after Pakistani gunners
opened fire.

The exchange was particu-
larly heavy on the stretch of the
international boundary that
Pakistan disputes and calls a
“working boundary”. This is a
short stretch just below the point
near Chhamb from where the
Line of Control begins. Firing
here is not unusual but this time
it has taken place at this level
after several weeks.

In Delhi, chief among the
considerations that will govern
any decision for an armed move
across the LoC will be the pres-
ence of the US forces in Pakistan
for Operation Enduring Free-
dom. Some of the elements of
that operation also cover parts of
Pakistan-occupied = Kashmir
where al Qaida militants are al-
leged to have taken refuge. The
seécurity establishment cannot
dwell on taking action across the
international boundary as a
first step.

Second, the armed forces will
be particularly measuring the
response of action. The mobili-
sation on the borders by both
sides has allowed each other to
closely monitor movement of ar-
my units and formations. In Feb-
ruary, General Padmanabhan
had said the challenge of good
generalship is in being able to
keep the enemy guessing despite
prolonged forward deployment.

It is also a given that the mili-
tary option, if exercised unilat-
erally, will have two objectives:
first, to block routes of infiltra-
tion and second; to neutralise
militant camps that might still

lice. Two persons were killed in ¢ exist across the LoC. /




PM BRIEFED AT ARMY OPERATIONS ROOM
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By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 18. While en-
hancing its combat readiness,
india today asked Pakistan to
recall its High Commissioner to
India, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi.

The decision was taken dur-
ing the two-hour meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Security.
The meeting, headed by the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, was held in the backdrop
of Tuesday's terrorist attack
near Jammu. Prior to it, the Ar-
my briefed in its “operations
room” the Prime Minister and
other CCS members of the sit-
uation for about 45 minutes.

According to the spokesper-
son of the Ministry of External
Affairs, Nirupama Rao, India
has “indicated that Mr. Qazi’'s
recall should be completed
within a week.” India’s decision
seeking Mr. Qazi’s return to Pa-
kistan was formally conveyed to
Pakistan’s Deputy- High Com-
missioner, Jalil Abbas Jilani, by
Arun Kumar Singh, Joint Secre-
tary on the Pakistan desk in the
MEA.

The spokesperson clarified
that the decision to seek Mr.
Qazi’s recall was meant to con-

- envoy w

P

The External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, talking to

presspersons after a meeting of the Cabinet Com

ee

on Secutity in New Delhi on Saturday. — AFP ™

vey India’s “disappointment”
over Pakistan’s “continued lack
of action” to counter cross-bor-
der terrorism as illustrated by
the Jammu attack.

In fact, India saw the Jammu
incident as a reflection of Pakis-
tan’s sustained support to
cross-border infiltrations. Such
intrusions by extremists had re-
cently increased and training
camps on Pakistani soil and in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir

(PoK) had
pointed out.
Analysts here say that by tak-
ing the incremental step of
seeking Mr. Qazi's recall and
keeping its forces on alert India
has sent two clear signals.
First, it has sought to convey
to the United States that it is
prepared to wait for some more
time to enable Washington to
prevail upon Pakistan so that
infiltrations into Jammu and

resurfaced, she

Pak. asked to recall.
ithin a week

Kashmir decrease.
Government sources here
point out that India may be
ready to keep the “window” of
the month of June open for the
U.S. to achieve this objective.
In case infiltrations decline
substantially by then, India and
the U.S. may discuss the possi-
bility of gradually thinning
down the forces from the Indo-
Pak. border. India, till then, is
likely to keep its troops on
alert status. oo
Incidentally, prior to the Jam-

mu attack, a large portion ofghé |

deployed armed forces .&
been brought to the more"¥e-
laxed “training " status. But,
with the “alert status’’ now in
place, some armed forces per-
sonnel who had gone on leave
are likely to be recalled,
Simultaneously, the Aﬁ.‘rmy, as

[ Editorial on Page/18 |
[ g™

part of the second-phase of “op-
eration Parakram”, is recalibrat-

ing its forces all along the |

border.

Second, by keeping the “war
option” on hold, India has con-
veyed its sensitivity to the on-
going U.S. campgign against
terrorism in Afghanistan. If hos-
tilities break out bétween India
and Pakistan, the war against
terrorism could be derailed as it
would mean the shifting of the
Pakistan forces to the Indian
border from the Afghan frontier.
That could undermine the Af-
ghan operations as the Pakista-
ni forces are required there to:
nab the remnants of Al-Qaeda
cadre who are fleeing into Pa-
kistan.

Apart from the Prime Minis-
ter, the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh, the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, the,
National Security Adviser, Bra-
jesh Mishra, the Finance Minis-
ter, Yashwant Sinha, the
Government’s interlocutor on
Kashmir, K.C. Pant,; and the
three service chiefsfarticipated
in the CCS.

the’

f

Villagers of Hiranagar,
Saturday in the wake of

near Jammu, migrate to safer places with their belongings on
heavy shelling by Pakistan troops. — AP

(Report on Page 8)

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 18. Pakistan today struck a non-
combatant and conciliatory response to the deci-

' sion of the Indian Government asking its High

Commissioner in New Delhi, Ashraf Jehangir Qa-
7i, to leave his post ‘for the sake of parity’.

While registering its disappointment over the
announcement made by the External Affairs Min-
ister, Jaswant Singh, a spokesman of the Pakistan
Foreign Office, in a statement, said Islamabad
would continue to “‘work for the de-escalation of
tensions” with India. He said the country would
continue to strive for “complete normalisation of
diplomatic relations”. T he spokesman said that
in response to the action announced by New Del-
hi, the Pakistan Government had decided to ‘re-
call’ the High Commissioner.

Talking to correspondents the Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan, claimed that ‘re-
straint and conciliation’ characterised the ap-
proach of Islamabad since the December 13
Parliament attack.

He maintained that after New Delhi decided to
recall the then High Commissioner to Pakistan,
Vijay K. Nambiar, Pakistan chose not to reciproc-

| ate. ““Pakistan believes in the process of dialogue
| and political process for resolution of all differ-

We are for restraint: Pak.

ences. We did not recall Ashraf Jahangir Qazi as
Pakistan thought diplomatic representation at
the highest level was needed for reconciliation of
differences”. Mr. Khan regretted “‘the anti-Pakis-
tan tone of the resolution”” adopted by the Indian
Parliament on the incident near Jammu. He said
the statements by Indian leaders during the de-
bate and the contents of the resolution “betrayed
the hostility, which India nurses for Pakistan”.

He said Pakistan was opposed to terrorism in
all its forms and manifestations. Pakistan neither
encouraged terrorism nor had anything to do
with the Jammu incident, he claimed. As a mem-
ber of the international coalition against global
terrorism, Pakistan was faithfully fulfilling its
obligations under the relevant U.N. Security
Council resolutions and would continue to do so,
he said. He called upon India to avoid levelling
‘baseless allegations’ against Pakistan.

The former Foreign Secretary of Pakistan, Tan-
vir Ahmed Khan, told The Hindu that “I feel
greatly saddened by the latest development. The
action of the Indian Government is unpreceden-
ted. Such a thing did not happen even during the
1971 conflict’. The Pakistan reaction is clearly
aimed at impressing the international communi-
ty on its ‘reasonable approach’ compared to the
‘rigid attitude’ of the Vajpayee establishment.



HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Kathmandu, May 16

ON A day when the Chief of
Army Staff, Gen S Pgdmanab-
han, said in Kathméndu that
time has run out for {#lks with
Pakistan on cross-border terror-

ism, Home Minister LK Advani .

reviewed the “situation arising
out of the violence perpetrated
by terrorists” at a meeting in
New Delhi.

The meeting was attended by
Defence Minister George Fer-
nandes, J&K Chief Minister Fa-
rooq Abdullah, the Director-
General of Military Operations,
the Director-General of Military
Intelligence, and the heads of
the paramilitary forces and In-
telligence agencies.

Referring to Tuesday’s terror
attacks in Jammu, the Army
chief, now touring Nepal, said,
“It’s time for action now. We
cannot express our reaction in
words only.... The more we talk
(on cross-border terrorism) the
less we will act. We should not
play to the gallery any more.”

Asked what sort of action he
proposed against Pakistan, Pad-
manabhan said, “The Army
alone cannot decide this. The

country has to sit and decide. As

far as I am concerned, I'm ready
for any kind of action.”

In New Delhi, a Home Min-
istry release said the meeting
chaired by Advani had reviewed
all “available - Intelligence
inputs regarding the intentions
of terrorist groups and the like-
ly trends in the security
situation”.

Refusing to disclose what had
transpired at the meeting, a sen-
ior official said there would be
“redeployment of security
forces” in J&K where security
had weakened owing to the mas-
sive deployment of the Army

oyt silent,

TAKING STOCK: (From left) Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah, Home Minister LK Advani and Defence Minister
George Fernandes during a meeting of Army commanders and Intelligence top brass convened by the Home Ministry on Thursday.

along the international border
and the Line of Control. '

Officials said they were
‘preparing for “spectacular
strikes” during three major
events in July, August and Sep-
tember — the Amarnath Yatra,
Independence Day and the J&K
Assembly polls. “Security forces
have been selected for these
events. The latest
terrorist attack only means that
redeployment will now take
place well in advance,” an offi-
cial said.

The Lok Sabha is likely to
adopt a unanimous resolution

tomorrow, formulating India’s
respohse to Tuesday's terror
strikes. The Speaker will move
the resolution. Until then, the of-
ficial Indian position remains
unstated.

The silence maintained by the
Home and External Affairs Min-
istries is being interpreted as
the Government’s intention to
let the country’s political leader-
ship, cutting across party lines,
participate in defining India’s
position.

Tomorrow’s discussion on a
unanimously-agreed resolution
will be held under Rule 193. The

Army
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motion for the debate will be in-
troduced by Congress chief
whip Priya Ranjan Das Munshi.
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Sonia Gandhi will speak
during the debate.
Though India’s official posi-
-tion has not been formulated
yet, the US has expressed its
sympathy in the wake of Tues-
day’s massacre. Yesterday, US
Ambassador Robert Blackwill
called on Advani and held 40
minutes of talks with him.

Related report on Page 10

Pak link in attack

'THE three shicide attack-
_ers wha stormed the Army

camp: in:Jammu have been
identified ~as ~ Pakistanis.
They are-Abu Suhail, son
of Abdullah and a resident
of Faisalabad; Abu Mur-
shed of Gali (Street) No. 1,
Salamatpura, Rahwali
Cantonment and - Abu
Javed of Gujranwala.
HTC, New Delhi

for stern steps

SUNIL SAXENA/HT

Rift over

course
of action

Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, May 16

NEW DELHI'S attempt to
calibrate its diplomatic re-
sponse to the Kaluchak at-
tack is getting increasingly
bogged down. The PMO and
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs are differing sharply
on the appropriate re-
sponse. The PMO and a sec-
tion of the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs are reportedly
considering snapping the al-
ready downgraded diplomat-
ic relations with Islamabad.

Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh, however, isn’t in
favour of such a drastic step.
He would like further re-
duction in the Pakistan mis-
sion staff and a quit notice
to High = Commissioner
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi.

“We had considered cut-
ting all diplomatic ties after
December 13 but finally it
was decided to only recall
our High Commissioner.
QOur restraint cannot be infi-
nite,” an MEA source said.

However, a decision will
be taken at the next meet-
ing of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security The PM
may make an announce-
ment on this in Parliament
on Friday

/

/



By Atul Aneja g

NEW DELHI, MAY 16. In responding
to the terrorist attack near Jam-
mu on Tuesday, India may not
have the option of engaging Pa-
kistan in a full-scale war.

Analysts here point to four
key reasons that are likely to
discourage a fyll-scale military
retaliation against Pakistan.
First, the United States, as of
now, is likely to strongly dis-
courage India from taking mil-
" itary action against Pakistan.
This is because an Indo-Pak.
war is likely to undermine some
of the core U.S. objectives. -

For instance, the beginning
of unbridled hostilities between
India and Pakistan at the pre-
sent juncture is likely to derail
the U.S. campaign against ter-
rorism in Afghanistan whose
“centre of gravity”'is shifting to
the Afghan-Pakistan border ar-
eas. Any conflict with India will
naturally mean diversion of Pa-
kistani troops from the Afghan-
Pakistan border where they are
required to nab the remnants of
the Al-Qaeda or for launching
joint operations with the U.S. in
Pakistan’s tribal areas.

Second, an all-out war with
Pakistan will mean jeopardising

the safety of the American
troops and members of its secu-
rity establishment who are pre-
sent there in large numbers.
Some of the Pakistani air bases
such as Karachi, Pasni, Jacoba-
bad and Dalbadin, where U.S.
forces may be present in con-
siderable numbers, will be legit-
imate targets for the IAF in case
of a war.

+

The U.S. will obviously find
the targeting of these areas un-
acceptable, observers say.

Third, the Indian security es-
tablishment has to factor in Pa-
kistani nuclear weapons and
their delivery systems such as
missiles in case of a conflict.
Hostilities with Pakistan may
prove unaffordable unless India
acquires some means, direct or

Time for action: Army chief

KATHMANDU, MAY 16. Outraged by the terrorist attack on an Army
camp near Iammu, the Chief of Army Staff, General S. Padma-

nabhan, today said that time
had come for action but a deci-
sion in this regard had to be tak-
en by the entire nation.

“Time for action has come.
But the Army is not the body to
make a decision in this regard.
The decision will be taken by
the entire nation,” he told re-
porters here replying to a ques-
tion on the cross-border
terrorism in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Gen. Padmanabhan, who
concluded his four-day visit to

the Hlmalayan ngdom, did not elaborate the type of action the
Arimy was considering, saying “I cannot say everything here”. He
said he would visit the border areas to review the situation. — PTI

s* ‘Full-scale war’ not an option

indirect, of exercising control or
immobilising the Pakistani nu-
clear forces.

Fourth, the Indian military
machine may still require addi-
tional preparation to acquire a
decisive edge over Pakistan to
fight a short-duration war. For
instance, the Army is still in the
process of inducting the T-90
tanks from Russia that will give
its armoured fleet a clear
advantage.

India also may need a few
more months to acquire and in-
duct additional state-of-the-art
SU-30 fighter jets into the IAF in
order to launch a swift military
campaign.

In the near-absence of a full-
scale war option now, the
armed forces may consider
some action without crossing
the Line of Control. In the past,
India’s long-range artillery has
been used against Pakistani
border posts.

Limited air strikes, especially
on some of the training camps
may be an option. But without
the assurance of an effective
diplomatic intervention, such a
step can risk the escalation of
hostilities that New Delhi, at
this moment, may wish to
avoid.

SHE HINDG
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% All our optiohs re hideously difficult e‘g

he callous brutality of Tuesday’s Jammu terrorist strike

— 11 children were killed, bus passengers were shot as
they disembarked — will make an impression on even the
most jaded of Indian Kashmir-watchers. For those outside
India, specifically Americans and Pakistanis, the outrage
seemed to have evoked nothing but the usual. Islamabad has
spun its India-did-it line, which even Pakistani newspapers
find difficult to swallow. More important, Americans,
represented in New Delhi on Tuesday by the assistant
secretary of state, Ms Christian Rocca, have restricted them-
selves to condemning the act but refusing to acknowledge
the inspiration. Ms Rocca’s bland diplomatese was not
merely for public consumption. MEA officials have in-
dicated that behind closed doors, Americans have not been
any more willing to guarantee that they will tell their
Pakistani “friends” that cross-border terrorism is untenable
with the Bush doctrine. At the level of logic, America’s post-
9/11 foreign policy articulation gives India as much of a free
hand as Israel seems to be allowed while responding to
Palestinian suicide bombers. At the level of realpolitik, it
seems clear now that the US is reverting back to its old
position on the subcontinent — India and Pakistan must talk
because you cannot quite blame Pakistan for the regrettable
incidents of violence. This is grossly unjust and unaccep-
table. It also flies in the face of evidence that is clear enough
for even George Bush to understand at first sight. But, as
they say, that’s how it is, and India will have to frame its
response accordingly.

George Fernandes saying that the military option is open
is, in context, good tactics. Americans have been worried
since the Indian armed force’s mobilisation on the Indo-
Pakistani border that the hunt for Taliban and Al Qaeda
stragglers will lose focus if Pervez Musharraf has to contend
with an “aggressive” New Delhi. Ms Rocca’s visit, and the
Colin Powel] phone call preceding it were, in fact, a result of
US assessment that India is getting impatient. India should
continue to act and talk impatient, not only because it has
every right given Pakistan’s complete inaction and even
backsliding but also because this gets America’s attention.
Therefore, the mobilisation — notwithstanding its costs and
the toll it is taking of Indian soldiers, who have to keep
themselves battle-ready indefinitely — must continue for the
near future. Defence ministry officials have indicated that a
review of the deployment will take place in June, and
demobilisation, if any, may not start before September.
Phased withdrawals may continue till early 2003.

That still leaves the question — an enormously important
one — of what to do if Pakistan, encouraged by America’s
proverbial blind eye, continues its intransigence and terrorist
outrages like Tuesday’s continue to happen. A limited strike
at PoK-based camps, whether via artillery, the air force or
special forces, is an option that must contend with Pakistan’s
response. If Musharraf decides to strike back, will New
Delhi accept that quietly, or will we respond, which may lead
to a full scale war. You don’t need to be a double-talking US
diplomat to know that a war is avoidable, that it may not
even solve the problem of terrorism and that it may give
Islamabad more brownie points than New Delhi. This raises
the possibility that India may have to demobilise without a
tangible gain. The government (read senior BJP ministers)
should consider all these difficult options and explain to the
country why they are taking whatever course they choosc.
Trying to milk this for short term political objectives will be
disastrous. :

And let it be noted that pussy footing over Gujarat is not

helping. .

TME STATESMAB
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“Charges baseless,
v gsays Pakistan

\ ‘ By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 15. Pakistan today rejected the assertion of the
Defence Minister, George Fernandes, that it was involved in the
terrorist incident in Jarnmu in which over 34 persons were killed,
as “totally baseless and unfounded”.

The Pakistan Information Minister, Nisar A. Memon, told press-
persons at a news conference after the Cabinet meeting that Pakis-
tan itself had been a victim of international terrorism and the
incident in Karachi last week was a proof if any was needed.

When a correspondent sought his reaction to the reported state-
ments by Indian Ministers warning of “retaliatory action”, Mr.
Memon expressed the hope that New Delhi would not resort to
“adverturism”. Asked about the peace mission of the United States
Asssitant Secretary of State, Christina Rocca, he said the visit would
be helpful in defusing the tension between India and Pakistan.
Islamabad had already extended the hand of friendship to New
Delhi and it was for the other side to respond. At the same time,
Pakistan was prepared to face any eventuality and its troops were

i ready to defend every inch of its territory. “Let there be no doubt in
anyone’s mind”.

Earlier, talking to foreign media networks, Mr. Memon said the
world was fully aware that Pakistan stood with the international
community in the fight against terrorism with full force. Asking
India to resolve its own internal problems, the Minister said that
“the policy of the Government is that it will not allow anybody to
use its soil for acts of terrorism against another country”.

“If India says that people from Pakistan’s side of the border are
crossing over, then I ask what hundreds of thousands of Indian
| troops are doing in the India-held Kashmir.”

! To a question, he said that when the forces of the two countries
| are deployed in front of each other, then it would certainly result in
i tension. He said the U.S. was also watching this tension. It was
|
\

I

possible that the U.S. may have got some reports that there was
thinking in India to carry out an attack of some kind. And because
of this a high-level U.S. official was visiting the region.



Rocca’s visit a chance to

remove

(\/
Indrani Bagchi
NEW DELHI 13 MAY

S ASSISTANT secretary of
l ' state for South Asian affairs,
Ms Christina Rocca, will
begin her visit to India on Tuesday.
Foreign policy experts feel her vis-
it will be an opportunity for the
both the countries to remove the
“hiccups” in the relationship, par-
ticularly those over Pakistan and
the war on terror. High level sources
said while in the medium and the
long term Indo-US relations are on
an even keel, in the short term, sev-
eral differences in opinion and out-
look have cropped up.

The ministry of external affairs
(MEA) spokesperson on Monday
said India will convey its “realistic
and detailed” assessment of the sit-
uation pertaining to its relationship

with Pakistan and the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) to Ms Rocca. “There is
no shift in Pakistan’s approach,
which continues to be motivated
and propelled by hostility against
India.” “Realistic” is diplomatese
for a no-holds-barred discussion
that India is gearing up for. Ms Roc-
ca will meet the foreign and defence
ministers and the national securi-
ty adviser, apart from having meet-
ings with her counterpart, Mr
Jayant Prasad, in the MEA.

In pure policy terms, the obsta-
cles have their basis in two pillars
of policy that had been articulated
by the Bush administration to India
months ago. These, to a great
degree, set the tone for a bilateral
takeoff. The first was a de-coupling
of US' relations with India and Pak-
istan and the second was a com-
mon goal in the region for both

Indo-Pak hiccups,

countries 4 encapsulated in the
term “mandging Pakistan.” This :
included freéing Pakistan from ter-
rorism and jehad and managing
Pakistan’s strategic assets. Indian
policymakers have been disap-
pointed that on both these counts
there has been significant back-
tracking by the US.

The present obstacles have
cropped up from a US perception
that India should stand down in the
standoff with Pakistan to enable the
US to carry on with its own war on
terrorism on Pakistan’s western bor-
ders. The US says India should be
“cautious” and “patient” because
General Pervez Musharraf is too
weak to be able to control infiltra-
tion. Herein lies the real difference:
India doesn’t believe Musharraf is
“unable” to take action, but is rather
“unwilling” to do so. /

THE STATESMA»




/ Rocca coming to defuse
*!¢ India, Pak. tensions

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTAN, MAY 11. The U.S.
Assistant Pecretary of State for
South Asid, Christina Rocca, will
be visiting India and Pakistan as
a part of U.S. efforts to reduce
tensions between the two South
Asian nations and in the context
of the “overall relationship”, the
State Department has said. The
exact dates for Ms. Rocca’s visit
have not been announced but it
will be next week. She will rec-
ommend for a dialogue between
India and Pakistan and, at the
same time, looking for “real
steps” to help defuse tensions in
the area. Asked if the Rocca visit

. was specifically related to Kash-

mir, the State Department

said: “It is on the overall rela-
tionship, as we know. We have
regular meetings with officials of
both countries, either here or
out there. The Assistant Secre-
tary, Rocca, has been there a
number of times. The Secretary
has been on the phone previ-
ously, as well as recently, to con-
tinue to work on the issue, to try
to reduce tensions.”

Would tensions ease only if
Pakistan stopped its cross-bor-
der terrorism? Mr. Boucher said
the U.S. looked for a number of
things, “practical steps”, by the
parties to defuse tension.

“We've looked for a dialogue
between them, if possible, to re-
solve the issues. So these are all
things that we continue to work
with them, continue to discuss

with them. But certainly in the
end, we're not just looking for
people to talk to us about it;
we're looking for real steps that
can help defuse the tensions in
the area”, he said.

In preparation for the visit,
the U. S. Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, has spoken to Pakistan’s
President, Pervez Musharraf,
and the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh. Mr. Boucher
said that Gen. Powell’s call to
Gen. Musharraf and Mr. Singh
was “to talk about India-Pakis-
tan issues and tensions along
the Line of Control and what we
might continue to do, what they
might do, what we might help
them do to defuse those
tensions”.

spokesman, Richard Boucher,

See also Page 8

A sense of urgency in U.S—

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 11. The visit of the U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asia, Christina Rocca,
to India next week signals a new sense of urgency
in Washington to defuse tensions between India
and Pakistan.

Highly-placed Government sources here attri-
bute three main reasons for Ms. Rocca’s sudden
visit to the subcontinent.

First, India’s decision to alter its force profile
along the Indo-Pakistan border. The Indian
forces recently embarked on the second phase of
Operation Parakram, which is likely to result in
recalibration and a possible realignment of the
deployed forces. India is committed to holding
peaceful Assembly elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir. And that requires sufficient forces in the
State to prevent disruption by cross-border infil-
trators.

Besides, India has begun the “Brahma-Shiva”
military exercises in the western sector. Though
this is a training manoeuvre, the movement of
forces at the corps level might have attracted

- some international attention.

SHE HINDU

Second, Pakistan might have urged the U.S. to
show grater activism, citing the possibility of a
clash with India. Reflecting the thinking within
the Pakistan Army’s top brass, the chief of Pakis-
tan’s Inter-Services Intelligence, Ehsanul Hag, re-
portedly told the Pakistani formation
commanders who met receptly in Rawalpindi
that the risk of a conflict with [iadia was now at an
“all-time high.” Discussions on the Indian de-
ployment also apparently took place earlier this
week between the Director of the U.S. Defence
Security Cooperation Agency and the Pakistan
Defence Secretary, Hamid Nawaz Khan.

Incidentally, the visit of the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, to India in January was also
influenced by intelligence inputs from Pakistan
suggesting an “imminent Indian attack,” based
on its information that a strike corps of the Indian
Army had been re-positioned, sources say. U.S.
satellites subsequently also picked up an alter-
ation in the deployment profile of this corps,

Any regrouping of forces by India causes con-
siderable difficulty in Pakistan as it has no option
but to alter its own deployment at considerable
cost.

17 Ay 207



/Vajpayee-Musharraf talks
unllkely in Kazakhstan\/

() g Q OJP By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, MAY 9. With tensions between 61};(
and Pakistan showing no signs of abating, t
between the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Pakistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, on the sidelines of a muitilateral peace
conference in Kazakhstan early next month are
unlikely.

Both the leaders are expected to attend the
, Conference on Interaction and Confidence-
| Building Measures in Asia (CICA) in Almaty in the

Central Asian Republic.

According to sources in the secunty establish-
| ment, neither India nor Pakistan appears to be in
a mood to restart negotiations, notwithstanding
the statements from Islamabad advocating the
revival of talks. :

The assessment here is that Gen. Musharraf is
focussed on the October general elections in-Pa-
kistan and that maintaining an anti-India stance,
espec;a}ly over Kashmir, can help him acquire

Indian insistence, Pakistan is not inclined to re-
strict cross-border infiltration in Jammu and
Kashmir.

On the contrary, infiltration in March has ris-
en, the officials say.

Incidentally, the United States, it appears, is
willing to acknowledge in private that infiltra-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir may go up this sum-
mer. In fact, the U.S. reportedly conveyed that
cross-border intrusion from Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir would increase in the coming months to
the Russians when the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, met his Russian counterpart, Igor
I Ivanov, in Madrid recently. It is estimated that
Pakistan may be pushing in 3000 people into
Jammu and Kashmir in the next few months.

greater fegitimacy. Not surpnsmgly, despite the -

Anticipating a possible hardening of Pakistan’s
disposition towards India, sources said that Gen.
Musharraf might effect major changes in the mil-
itary establishment and bureaucracy, now that
his much-publicised “referendum” has been
concluded. While no definite trend has emerged
so far, it is possible that hardliners, with a pro-
nounced negative stand against India, may be
drawn into prominent decision-making posi-
tions.

Pakistan’s unwillingness to act against the 20
listed terrorists wanted by India has also damp-
éned the spirits for talks. With the present chill in
the Indo-Pakistan relations discernible, India, on
its part, has also decided to take unilateral steps
in Jammu and Kashmir.

It is committed to conducting the Assembly
elections successfully.

It is also likely to continue deploying its forces
along the border to prevent infiitrators from dis-
rupting the elections.

India’s persistence with its troop build-up, at
least till autumn, is likely to deepen the polar-
isation with Pakistan, which has been demanding
an Indian “deescalation.”

Notwithstanding public statements, there is
little diplomatic pressure on India to revive talks
or deescalate from the borders.

The U.S., however, during the visit of Gen. Po-
well earlier this year, had suggested that the Indi-
an forces need not always be kept on hair-trigger
alert along the borders. Advocating a relatively
“relaxed” miltary posture, the U.S., for instance,
wanted that combat aircraft be positioned with-
out being armed with bombs and missiles all the
time.

Frontline troops also could be located in some
depth, so that eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation
with the Pakistani forces was discouraged. /

SHE HINDU
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France, U.S. disnni(sg?f%kistan
claim of Indiari'harid in blast

By Chidanand Rajghattag)\g(;eﬂ'éign hand from across the eastern border

Times News Network

WASHINGTON: Reverberations from the
suicide bombing in Karachi that killed a
. dozen French nationals, among others, are
being felt across the world, including
Washington, where Pakistan’s interior minis-
ter Moinuddin Haider held talks on
Wednesday with U.S. officials on terrorism
issues.

It was an inauspicious start to the first
meeting of the U.S-Pakistan Joint Working
© Group on Counter-Terrorism and Law

- Enforcement with the Karachi incident

. overshadowing a broad agenda that includ-
ed a range of bilateral law enforcement
issues such as counternarcotics, extradition,
money laundering, police and legal system
reform, and the repatriation of Pakistani
nationals detained at Guantanamo Bay.

Efforts by Pakistan to direct the blame for
the terrorist attack against India found few
takers here with US: officials, like their
French counterparts, dismissing the charge.

US. officials noted that suicide attacks are
not something known ‘to emanate from
India. Instead, they too considered it more
than likely that the perpetrators of the
attack were linked to the Al Qaida.

In a convoluted attempt to implicate India
in the bombing, Pakistan’s information min-
ister Nisar Memon had said that the author-
ities did not rule out the possibility of a for-

and from a country perpetually inimical to
Pakistan.

Although no American lives were lost in
Karachi, two U.S. nationals were injured by
splinters, officials said Washington has taken
a grim view of the latest attack that comes
on the heels of the murder of Wall Street
Journal reporter Daniel Pearl and the
church bombing in Islamabad that killed an
American diplomat’s wife and daughter.

The US. law enforcement has made no
progress in the church bombing case,
although it is believed that the perpetrator
of the attack who died in the bombing may
have been a Somali. US. officials say the
incident might not have been a suicide
attack and the bomber might have died due
to a miscalculation after throwing the
grenade.

In any case, Pakistan is now feeling the
heat from western nations to step up its
crackdown on militants. Despite Islamabad’s
effort to portray itself as a victim of terror-
ism because of its joining the war on terror-
ism, western reports have unfailingly noted
that Pakistan’s principled stand against ter-
rorism emerged only after September 11,
and even that is under doubt. Till then, they
point out, successive Pakistani governments,
including the Musharraf regime, was encour-
aging and consorting with a variety of ter-
TOTiSts.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 8. The Pakistan
Foreign Office has dismissed
as “ludicrous” the reported
remarks by the Union Home

that elements in Pakistan are
fanning the flames of
communal unrest in Gujarat.

A Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman said in a
statement that the “patently
false claim” was another
proof of the BJP leadership’s
predisposition to blame
Pakistan for its own policies.

“The latest pronouncement
of Mr. Advani was no more
that a blatant and brazen
attempt to cover up the
criminal complicity of the BJP
Government and the BJP’s
sister organisations in the
systematic massacres of
Muslims in Gujarat,” the
statement said.

“Pak. dismisses
"y

Minister, Lal Krishna Advani, -

Ho -
The tone and tenor of the
statement does not come as a

surprise. Since the Agra
summit in July last year, the
military establishment here
has not missed any
opportunity to hit out at Mr.
Advani.

The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, in his
interview to The Hindu had
named Mr. Advani as
someone who had derailed
the summit.

The spokesman alleged that
the “shameful role” played by
the Hindu extremist outfits
such as the RSS, the VHP and
the Bajrang Dal in the
planning and the execution of
anti-Muslim violence was not
hidden from anyone.

Mr. Advani should be asked
whether these “Hindu fascist
and extremist” organisations
were acting at the behest of
Pakistan?

BE HINDU

Advani’s f\éﬁarge |

e recent remarks of the

leader, Ashok Singhal,
that ghe killings in Gujarat
had Shown the Hindus the
way and that their journey of
victory would begin and end
on the same path, gave a
chilling indication of the
crazed mindset governing
these fanatical organisations.

The spokesman called upon
the Indian Government to
refrain from what was termed
cynical and self-serving
allegations.

Instead it should take
effective measures to
rehabilitate the uprooted
Muslim minority community
in Gujarat, besides bringing
the culprits of the “Gujarat
pogrom” to justice.

“It could begin by
proscribing the extremist and |
terrorist outfits such as the |
RSS, the VHP, the Bajrang Dal |
and the Shiv Sena”, it said. ‘

Ly
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in Kashmir
trap

» FROM PAGE 1
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Because of this, his policy to-
wards India will be short-sighted
and. therefore, fail. After Kargil,.
India has had the moral upper
hand in this relationship.
Musharraf was responsible for
Kargil. A corollary of this is that
as long as Musharraf is around,
India will continue to have an
upper hand morally.”

However, he felt that “the
only thing that has tarnished

U India’s moral position, and con-
tinues to do so, is Gujarat”.

E Zohra Yusuf of the Human

¢ Rights Commission thought that

¢ General Musharraf would not

) take any negative steps towards

{ India as Pakistan cannot afford
to annoy the West.

“But the infiltration (into
Kashmir) will continue. The
Pakistan establishment will con-
tinue to pull the wool over every-
one’s eyes — pulling back when
it is under scrutiny and starting
again when the attention is not
focused on it,” Yusuf said.

Was that why the General
had released all the jihadis he
had arrested in mid-January?

“Strictly from a legal point of
view, he could not have brought
them before a court. There was
no prosecutable evidence agai-
nst them. But as long as the Kas-
hmir policy remains what it is,
how can he act against the ji-
hadis? Under court orders the
government is paying Rs 10,000
per month to Maulana Masood
Azhar (of Jaish-e-Mohammad)
because he is under house arrest
and his sources of livelihood
have apparently disappeared.-

i | This is unprecedented in the"
legal history of Pakistan. No.
other prisoner gets such a facili--
ty,” Yusuf pointed out.

Fakir Syed Aijazuddin, a
banker and an art historian,
summed up the situation saying,
“The only way we can survive is
by coming to a working arrange-
ment with India which is
stronger than us — militarily,
economically as well as political-
i| 1y. The US today sees India as the
| senjor-most power in the region
and wants to operate through it.
India is numerically strong and
the US wants 1o lock it into its
scheme of things before China

starts flexing its muscles.”
: However, he said that if India
has to fulfil its role as a regional
power, “it has to show the requi-
site maturity. It can do so but for
a severe body-flaw, which has
been shown up in Gujarat. The
Indian attitude to its Muslims is

YME TELEGR APH no longer an overhang of the

partition. It is a part of its body
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Trapped Musharraf awaits Delhi rope

general’s policy
I.A. Rehman, the director of the Human Rights Commission

of Pakistan, however, argued that the internal problems of the
Prof. A.H. Nayyar of the Quaid-e-Azam University analysed

Pakistan has been able to achieve a breakthrough in relations
with a civilian government in India,” Mir said, suggesting that
continuing his present policy. They will ask him to make up with
India. But I don’t think he has the will or the capacity for radical
change. And the Indian state will also continue to give him excuses
for confrontation,” he said.

General Musharraf’s attitude to India saying, “At one level, he is rabidly anti-India.

nothing was likely to change even now.
country would push the general to change his attitude towards

India to some extent. “He will not have donor support for

is no fool and may refuse to talk. No military government in

October elections, General Musharraf might rail against India. “By constantly
criticising Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif, he will project himself as someone

who did not compromise on Kashmir. After October, however, he will be under
pressure from the West to start a dialogue with Atal Bihari Vajpayee. But Vajpayee

At another, he is a pragmatist — if he finds that a particular policy isnot working,

he will quickly change track.

y
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Lahore, May 2: It will be more of the same in India-Pakistan relations. General

Pervez Musharraf’s policy towards India is stuck and he has little room to
manoeuvre, political observers here believe. And this situation, th-

ey feel, is unlikely to change unless India gives him some space or
there is external pressure from the US to settle differences.

FROM BHARAT BHUSHAN ﬁ \

Hamid Mir, the editor of the daily Ausaf, thought that in the run up to the

“Pervez Musharraf does not have an India policy now. The
policy that Pakistan has been following is not sustainable as it is

Arif Hasan, an eminent architect, argued that Pakistan’s India
policy would be governed to a large extent by its negotiations with
the US. “Pervez Musharraf will have to depend heavily on the US

\

for his survival. If Musharraf is badly needed by the US, he will push and negotiate
for the policies he has always followed. If he is not needed, then he will listen to the

based on supporting militancy. Other than that there is no policy.
US. I think there is very little room for him to manoeuvre,” Hasan claimed.

Musharraf is keen on changing the Kashmir policy but the
from India. So Musharraf is stuck,” Aamir Ahmed Khan, the

diplomatic breakthrough needed is not there. That has to come
editor of the Herald, argued.

i politic”.
This, Aijazuddin suggested,

power that is also accepted as
I such by its neighbours, includ-

!
j
~ ; 9 ¢ would come in the way of India
& 3 M [\Y 2m | becoming an effective regional
|
|
| ine Pakistan.
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\ ( By K. K. Katyal

NEW DELHI, APRIL 30. Going by the stated po-
sition of the Government as also the think-
ing in the non-official strategic community,
any de-escalation along the Line of Control
in Jammu and Kashmir and the interna-
tional border with Pakistan in the near fu-
ture does not seem to be on the cards. At
" the most there may be a reduction in the
alert status — which, perhaps, is alreedy the
case, though there is no formal announce-
ment. This is certain to disappoint those
who had hoped for an early return to nor-
mality — not only the winding down of mil-
itary measures but also withdrawal of the
embargo on Pakistani overflights and re-
sumption of the air and train travel be-
tween the two countries.
pessimistic scenario, any plea for resump-
tion of the dialogue, especially at the top
political level, is too tall an order. The point
to be examined is whether the build-up
could stay at the present stage or whether it
would lead to further escalation in a serious
form.

The advocates of the hardline adduce
several arguments, both military and politi-
cal, some of which are as follows: One,
there is no fundamental change in Pakis-
tan’s policy. The anti-terrorism package an-
nounced by its President, Pervez
Musharraf, was confined to the domestic
situation and did not cover even the Pakis-
tan-occupied area of Jammu and Kashinir,
what to say of cross-border operations.
Even the momentum of the drive against
domestic terrorism has tapered off, while
the jehadi outfits continue to be active in
their operations across the LoC.

There has been no let-up in terrorist vio-
lence. It is, however, conceded that the
number of terrorists killed in the first three
months this year is higher than that in the

Given this’

corresponding periods of the two preceding
years — 167 now as against 81 in 2001 and
94 in 2000. At the same time, the casualties
of the armed forces were comparatively
less. This is mentioned as a success of the
strategy based on the build-up on the bor-
der. And from this, a case is made for con-
tinuing the pressure, not for relaxation.

Two, a de-escalation now will serve to
erode the credibility of future options. “If
we withdraw now, and there is an emergen-
cy after a while, will our build-up then gen-
erate the desired pressure?”

Three, Pakistan will be interested in dis-
rupting the elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir, scheduled around September, because
any advance in the political action in the

NEWS ANALYSIS

State does not suit its objective. A de-esca-
lation now will enhance Islamabad’s capac-
ity to derail that process.

Four, any decision by India to send the
troops back to peace-time locations will be
regarded as a personal triumph by Gen.
Musharraf.

The implications of these arguments are
disturbing. It amounts to a case for virtually
an indefinite continuation of the build-up.
If Pakistan did not respond positively when
the Indian pressure, caused by the sudden
build-up, caused it deep worry, there is no
reason to believe it would do so now. The
presence of American troops on its territory
gives it a psychological boost to resist Indi-
an exhortations. The advantage on which
New Delhi counted in the beginning — that
the military measures would help reinforce
diplomatic moves — is no longer available
now. The sympathy and support for India’s
case by the world community will be sub-
jected to the law of diminishing returns.

Indo-Pak. de-escalation:
a tall order

The hardliners tend to rely on over-sim-
plifications — that the financial cost of the
-escalation is bearable, that the political and

diplomatic cost is not worrisome, that the
morale of the Indian troops will not be af-
fected. This last issue needs to be examined
closely and objectively and the reports that
the morale may not be as high as it was in,
say, January and February, are not to be
dismissed as disinformation.

There is contradiction in some of their
contentions. On the one hand, they say that
terrorist violence has not diminished. On
the other hand, they cite figures, suggesting
a decrease in the casualties of Indian secu-
rity forces.

If the European nations could live with
eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation between
the NATO and Warsaw Pact forces for dec-
ades, why should a grim view be taken of
the build-up by India — and the reciprocal
steps by Pakistan?

This, certainly, is not the model India
needs to follow — of subjecting the country

indefinitely to the tensions, uncertainties .

and worries of the type experienced by

some of the European nations during the

cold war. There is another problem here.
Despite their adversarial stances, the two
blocs had established contacts at various
levels — and, in some cases, agreed to a set
of dos and don'ts to keep the situation

manageable. There are no such contacts

between India and Pakistan.

The Indian build-up has led to a peculiar
frenzy and hysteria — at various levels,
right upto the top. “We can keep up the
build-up for five years, for 10 years’” is the
refrain. India is in a predicament, is on the
look-out for a face-saver, to de-escalate —
this.is another recurring remark.

Not long ago, these very people used to
accuse India of planning for a war. None of
these two observations is a voice of sanity.
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Jaswant

HT Correspondent .
New Delhi, May 28

A DAY after President Pervez
Musharraf proclaimed to the
world his commitment to peace,
his artillery rained hellfire
over Siachen and Kargil. Indi-
an batteries matched them
shell for shell. Away from the
gun duel along the border, For-
eign Minister Jaswant Singh
gave it back to the General,
dubbing yesterday’s address
“disappointing” and “danger-
ous”.

Not only was the General te-
diously repetitive, Singh said,
but had added to the tension
with his “belligerent posturing”.

Stung by the Foreign Minis-
ter’s tongue-lashing, Istamabad
hit back, saying: “If New Delhi
refuses to give credence to what
we say on infiltration, let them
agree to strengthen UN pres-
ence along the Line of Con-
trol.”

At his briefing, Singh was un-
relenting: “The General is en-
gaged in an offensive and taste-
less revilement of India, which
contradicts his expressed desire
for peace and mocks at the ex-
pectations of the international
community.”

Mincing no words, he said:
“What steps has he taken to stop
the lethal export of terror?
Mere verbal denials aren’t ten-
able against the facts on the

ground.”
Elsewhere, Defence Minister
George Fernandes echoed

Singh. The Indian establish-
ment takes the General’s pro-
nouncements with a pinch of
salt, he said. “Some 2,000 to 3,000
al-Qaida, Taliban and other mil-
itants are massed on the border
and are waiting to cross over.
That could explain the heavy
shelling today.}))ese militants

Y\"’\' \ ,1/(\_)\ A\ ql'\'.,c'/\) Q"\{V\/
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returns Pervez salvo

Hitting back

On Musharraf: His batig-
erent posturehas raised the
tension instead of reducing
it. His address was disap-
pointing and dangerous

On war threat: No ques-
tion of India risking a war as
itis already subject to a war

On cross-horder terror:
Epicentre of terrorismis in
Pakistan. Verbal denials are
untenable as the situation on
the ground is quite different

On talks: 1 don’t see the
possibility of talks between
Musharraf and Vajpayee

On missile testing: We
are not greatly impressed
with missile antics. They are
either imported technology
or imported hardware

On nuclear threat: India
has an unambiguous stand
and its stated policy is no-
first-use

need covering fire to sneak in.”

Fernandes’ claim was in sync
with a New York Times report,
which said that al-Qaida leaders
were regrouping in Pakistan.

Earlier in the day, Fernandes
chaired a meeting, which the
three Services chiefs and De-
fence  Secretary  Yogendra
Narain attended. They discussed
President Musharraf’s address
and reviewed the security situa-
tion.

At the news conference,
? e » .
J e

L]

Singh — despite his plainspeak
— kept the road to peace open. If
Musharraf takes substantive
measures and “permanently”
closes down the terror camps
inside his territory, India will
reciprocate. Till such time, New
Delhi will continue to take steps
as it deems necessary. “He
(Musharraf) says he wants
peace. It's in his hands to attain
it. Let him fulfil the assurances
he has given all these months.
But there’s no way we can be pe-

e CHIISTAN TR

nalised for showing patience.”

The minister refused to speci-
fy what steps New Delhi is con-
templating. “All I can say is if
one medicine doesn’t work,
we’ll try another. The presence
of American troops inside Pak-
istan has been factored into
our response. But this won't
inhibit our policy determina-
tion.”

Asked about international
pressure on Pakistan, he re-
sponded saying such diplomacy

doesn’t seem to be working. “It’s
really what we see on the
ground — today a third missile
was tested. It’s up to the US and
UK to determine if their pres-
sure is working.”

He took a swipe at the Pak-
istan President — “A man who
claims the support of more than
98 per cent of his people ought
to rein in terrorists with consid-
erable ease.”

Related reports on Page 9

Terrorists are
not freedom
fighters: Straw

Mubashir Zaidi and Agencies
Islamabad/New Delhi, May 28

BEFORE LEAVING Islamabad
for New Delhi on a 24-hour trip,
British Foreign Secretary Jack
Straw demolished Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf’s
claims that militants fighting in
Kashmir were “freedom fight-
ers”. “They are terrorists,” he
said.

Sent by British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair on a mission to
keep the nuclear neighbours
from starting a war, Straw, how-
ever, left Pakistan with little con-
crete to show for his efforts. He
warned that the situation is so
complex a war may begin with-
out either side wishing it. Japan
has also sent its envoy to India
and Pakistan to cool tempers.

Pakistan, however, disregard-
ed world pressure and blasted off
its third ballistic missile, the
short-range Abdali.

Straw conceded that no for-
eign minister could single-hand-
edly prevent war between the
two nuclear powers. US sources
have suggested that more than 12
million people could die on the
first day of a nuclear conflagra-
tion between the two neighbours.

Straw told the BBC: “My talks
with President Musharraf were
constructive and forthright. We
have to live in hope in this situa-
tion. I don’t believe that either
side actually wants a war, but
this is one of these desperately
complex disputes in which a war
could nonetheless take place.”

Straw reached New Delhi this
evening. He will meet Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Home Minister L K Adwani and
Congress leader Sgrfa Gandhi.




Statesman News Service Y

NEW DELHI, May 28. — The tenor of
India’s response to General Pervez
Musharraf’s television address yester-
day was muted, giving no real indication
of its future course of action. The
country termed the speech as “disap-
pointing and dangerous”.

Giving nothing away, a relaxed exter-
nal affairs minister today chose to cut the
rhetoric and reiterate that “the epicentre
of international terrorism is located in
Pakistan.” In a measured response aimed
at the international community and
meant as a contrast to Gen Musharraf’s
belligerence, Mr Jaswant Singh said India
“will continue to take such measures as
are necessary,” because it “can’t continue
to be penalised for its patience.”

India needed Gen Musharraf to imple-
ment the assurances he had made to the
international community and the country

- wouldn’t be found wanting in responses it
made towards easing tensions thereafter,
the minister said at a press conference.

But first, India wants Islamabad to

i,

A pause too long? Mr Singh on Tuesday. - AFP

stop infiltration across the LoC because
“infiltration is not happening for tour-
ism,” but obviously “to promote terror-
ism”, said Mr Singh. The terrorist train-
ing camps need to be permanently
closed and Pakistan must stop aiding
terrorists and eschew terrorism as a state

s T M
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Finally, India wants P: i/s\an to act
upon its demand to_extradite 20 crimi-
nals ‘on the list which had Heen handed
over to that country. “Let (Gen.
Musharraf) fulfil thé assurances that he
has himself given all these months. India
will reciprocate.”

Regarding Gen. Musharraf’s threat
of a nuclear war, Mr Singh said he had
spoken very casually about the nuclear
aspect. That was tantamount to nuclear-
isation of terrorism, he added. India
had never spoken casually about it. In-
dia had in place a “no first use” policy
and wouldn’t resort to first usg of nucle-
ar weapons. “Our stand i§ unambignous
and that is our policy,” Mr Singh said.
Mr Singh said Gen. Musharraf evaded
the central issue of Pakistan’s promo-
tion of terrorism and “unfortunately en-
gaged instead in an offensive and taste-
less revilement of India.”

Islamabad termed Mr Singh’s
comments as “baseless”, adds PTI. The
Bush Administration said Gen Musha-

.mraf’s promise to end cross-border

terrorism must match positive actioV
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Even if Pervez Musharraf had promised substhntive action in
his 27 May speech, Atal Behari Vajpayee would have had no
choice but to disbelieve him, given the general’s flagrant breach
of faith following the 12 January speech. In the event, Musha-
rraf promised virtually nothing, mouthed a brazen untruth —
there is no infiltration across the LoC — and dared India to
take military action. India’s response should be to ignore him
and his silly grandstanding about taking the battle to Indian
territory. Musharraf, who is beginning to realise that a rigged
referendum is not the same thirg as a credible public mandate,
has a sceptical domestic audierce to woo. Political parties are
continuing to keep their distance — they boycotted a recent all
party meeting — and the public,too, hasn’t quite rallied round
the crescent, despite “threats” from India. Hence the war
noises and missile tests. All thk bluster is, therefore, near-
irrelevant as far as the crucial question for India goes — will
Pakistan climb down or will India aave to take decisive action.
Americans are trying very hard to ‘mpress Indian leaders that
given time, some space and quiet manoeuvres, they can get
Musharraf to deliver. The multiplidity of the qualifier “some”
should alert Indian authorities from falling for US counsel —
they did once’in December, after the Parliament attack, as the
Prime Minister all but admitted in his Manali musings. That
one of the US offers was Pakistan handing over some — that
word again! — of the List of 20 terrorists and criminals to a
third country is indicative of how easily the US still thinks it can
guarantee India’s inaction. The home minister, LK Advani, has
turned down the offer flat — any other response would have
_opened the floodgates of incremental and ornamental gestures
from Musharraf, with Robert Blackwill acting the courier.
In the context of possible Indian responses, it is now estab-
lished that media reports (not this newspaper) about Pakistan
~ being given two months were incorrect. Monsoon will set in two
months and after that we will be in the final run up to the Octo-
ber Jammu and Kashmir elections. And if elections can be held,
 in whatever fashion, official spin doctors can point to “demo-
cracy” as a fitting answer to “terrorism”. If that is the plan — it
is- always good to be pessimistic about politicians — India will
be making a grave error, for which it will pay in terms of encou-
raging Pakistan to think it can up the ante at will. Pakistan,
must, on the contrary, be made to understand that the cost of
misadventures will be high, and proof is needed now! This
Ccountry s ready for any. eventuality, even war. It has had
enough of gestures. The Prime Ninister is right when he s~
India has run out of patience. The time for action has arrived.

/
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/ 3,000 ULTRAS WAITING TO CROSS OVR GEORGE

Infiltration flies

NEW DELHI, May 28. — The
sun had barely set on General
Pervez Musharraf’s assertion
that “no infiltration is taking pla-
ce” when the light of reality ex-
posed the hoilowness of his
claim. Security agencies have evi-
dence that six terrorists crossed
the border last night, lay in wait,
and ambushed a CRPF convoy
near Chambal Pass in Kashmir
this afternoon. Five members of
the para-military and two- civil-
ians were injured.

Infiltration, indeed, has never
stopped, not after his 12 ] anuary
speech. At least 55 militants had
sneaked across after the Kalu-
chak incident of 14 May — which
the Pakistani President made a
point of condemnation,

Security agencies estimate that
this month alone there have been
110 infiltrations, the figures are
based on radio intercepts and in-
terrogation of the militants cap-
tured or injured when tackled by
the Indian forces — 17 of them
were killed in the encounters.

Mixed signals are flashing

across the LoC. There are some
indications that instructions have
gone out of Pakistan to curb in-
filtration.

But the depth of the problem is
apparent from Intelligence inter-
cepts that indicate close to 5,000
Al-Qaida and Taliban elements,
who were given safe passage out
of Afghanistan, have been reloca-
ted in Pak-occupied Kashmir —
awaiting orders to cross over.

According to government sour-
ces, reports indicate that Pakistan
has asked the Tanzeems or theo-
logical schools, which train the ji-
hadi elements, to hold them back,

while army comnranders have.

been told to check infiltration
points into J&K.

The government’s strategy for
the moment is to closely monitor
these reports and, after the Kalu-
chak massacre, also launch mas-
sive retaliatory “fire assaults”
against possible attacks.

India will also point out to the
international community and the
UN, an official said, that under
the Security Council resolution
1373 (mandatory for all members
under Chapter VII), General
Musharraf’s declaration of ‘moral
and diplomatic’ “or indeed any

Pervez face ,

support” for the ‘freedom strug-
gle” in J&K, was not tenable.

The defence minister, Mr
George Fernandes, spoke of 3,000
Al-Qaida and Taliban operatives
waiting to cross into J&K. Far
from Gen Musharraf’s claim, infil-
tration appears to be continuing.

He, however, dismissed wor-
ries about a nuclear exchange be-
tween India and Pakistan as ex-
aggerated, after he held meet-
ings with the three services chiefs
— General S Padmanabhan, Ad-
miral Madhvendra Singh and Air
Chief Marshal S Krishnaswamy.

He pointed out that if India
was so keen to attack Pakistan, a
strike could have been made right
after 13 December. But India had
clearly shown restraint, despite
which, he admitted, the situation
remained tense along the LoC.

Heavy retaliatory firing was
continuing, he said, taking note of
the new shelling in the Dras-Kar-
gil area today. This could be a
probing operation to check Indian
preparedness. Launching heavy ar-
tillery fire is a Pakistani method of
preparing to send jihadis into J&K.

Editorial: Generally
speaking, p}gyﬂ/
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U mvite v o

FROM MUKHTARAHMAD

““Srinagar April 27: Pakistan

L.

President Pervez Musharraf has
-accepted the invitation to hold
“an Indo-Pak summit in Srinagar,

according to four local lawyers

who visited Islamabad for a

conference.

G.N. Shaheen, G.N. Hagroo,
‘Mohammad Amin Bhat and Mo-
-hammad Ashraf — members of
Kashmir Bar Association — atte-
nded a lawyer’s conference on
Peace through Law in Islamabad
on the invitation of Supreme

Court Bar Association of
‘Pakistan.

“General Musharraf accept-

. ed our invitation to visit Kash-

mir in respect and honour of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir
and described this peace initia-
tive as a step forward in search of
peace,” the lawyers told a news
conference today.

“General Musharraf iterated
his urge for a comprehensive
and meaningful dialogue with
India at any level, anywhere and
anytime for resolution of the Ka-
shmir issue, de-escalation on bo-
rders and normalisation of bilat-
eral relations,” the lawyers said.

“The Pakistan President app-
reciated our idea of holding an
Indo-Pak summit conference at
Srinagar to be hosted by the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir,”
said Shaheen. He said Mushar-
raf, while appreciating the idea,
said: “I wish it happened.”

The lawyers denied reports
that their visit to Pakistan was
“to convince the various milita-
nt leaders to join the Assembly
polls being held later this year.

. This is a malicious propaganda.

Election was not on our agenda”.

The lawyers hoped that
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee “would appreciate- our

peace initiative and accgpt the
proposal for resumptionyof Indo-
Pak dialnar-
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NEW DELH), APRIL 22. Tensions between India
and Pakistan are expected to rise after the
Pakistani President, Pervez Musharraf, for-
malises his elevation as his country’s head
through a national referendum later this
month.

According to an assessment here, Gen.
Musharraf is expected to appoint “hardlin-
ers” both in his Foreign Ministry and the
security establishment after “wining” the
April 30 referendum. The likely appoint-
ment of Pakistan’s current ambassador to
the United States, Maleeha Lodhi, as For-
eign Minister is only one part of a larger
bureaucratic shake-up in Islamabad. Gen.
Musharraf may bring in officers who are
“hawkish” towards India and have been
closely associated with Pakistan’s dealings
with the Organisation of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) to key decision-making posi-
tions, sources in the security establishment
here said.

While Pakistan is likely to acquire a more
assertive profile towards India, New Delhi’s
disposition towards Gen. Musharraf is also
hardening. Sources here say point out

not lived up to any of the Kashmir-centric
pledges that he made during his televised
address of January 12. Sources find “little
attitudinal change” in Pakistan towards

-cross-border terrorism. On the contrary, in-

filtration in Jammu and Kashmir has, after a
winter lull, reached a record high in March.
The possibility of a spurt in cross-border
movements, unless contained, is expected
to rise in the coming months as the snow-
clogged mountain passes open up. Satellite
imagery and related surveillance reports
available with India point to a concentra-
tion of possible infiltrators in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashimir.

Going beyond Gen. Musharraf’s January
12 address, the Government has decided to
concentrate on unilateral steps that could
ease tensions internally in Kashmir. The fo-
cus is on ensuring peaceful Assembly elec-
tions in the border State by curbing
Pakistani attempts to push in infiltrators.
Towards this end, troops that have been
deployed all along the border are unlikely
to be pulled back before this autumn. After
the recent developments, armed forces
could be expected to show greater activism

that inthe coming months.
in India’s perception Gen. Musharraf has Sources say that both the United States

- HNTY

e Indo-Pak. tensions may rise
after referendum

and Russia are fully aware of the deteriorat-
ing border situation between India and Pa-
kistan. After making an independent
assessment of his own, the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, is understood to have
conveyed to his Russian counterpart, Igor
Ivanov, during their recent meeting in Ma-
drid that a higher level of infiltrations into
Jammu and Kashmir could be expected this
summer. The Russians have also been fully
briefed and the Defence Minister, George
Ferrtandes, during his recent visit to Mos-
cow met Igor Ivanov as well as his counter-
part, Sergei Ivanov. Earlier, India had
shared its perceptions during the talks with
the number two man in the Central Intelli
gence Agency (CIA), John McLaughlin. Tak
ing note of the recent developments, th
U.S., nevertheless, continues to support fu
ly Gen. Musharraf as its spearhead in Pakis
tan in the campaign against the Al-Qaed:
sources said.

Keen on keeping infiltrations into Kas}
mir down in the coming months, the Gor
ernment, not surprisingly, has reacte
strongly to the recent attempts by the P:
kistani Rangers to hamper India’s effort 1
build a border fence along the internation
border for this purpose.



/fngMQS basin water treaty
- Will continue: Pak..«

¢O" By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 22. Pakistan today denied re-
. ports in a section of the local press that the four
decade old Indus Basin Water Treaty with India
faced the danger of suspension and expressed the
hope that the Commissioners on both the sides
would soon get an opportunity for a face-to-face
to sort out any differences.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, told a news conference here today
that in view of the tensions between India and
Pakistan there has been delay in the periodical
meeting of the Commissioners of the treaty.

“Failure of the Commissioners on both sides to
meet so far does not mean that they would not
meet at all. Pakistan has certain apprehensions
about irrigation projects contemplated by India
that could affect the treaty and would raise them
as and when the meeting is held,” he said.

Mr. Khan said the treaty had worked well in the
last 40 years and Pakistan hoped that it would
continue without any hindrance in future. There
were specific provisions in the treaty for periodic
consultations between the two sides on any
dispute.

The spokesman said that under the treaty if a

dispute could not be resolved at the level of\Com-
missioners, it could be referred to diploynatic
channels or a Tribunal.

Mr. Khan was responding to questions on a
number of reports in the Pakistan media about
the status of the treaty. The Dawn today reported
that the treaty will be “‘automatically suspended”
if India failed to invite Pakistan for the mandatory
May meeting of the treaty.

Quoting sources in the office of Pakistan’s Per-
manent Commissioner for Indus Basin Treaty, it
said that both the sides normally started prep-
arations for the meeting by the end of March. But
so far, India had neither contacted nor invited
Pakistan to the meeting which “must be held be-
fore May 31" to keep the treaty alive. The meeting
is held alternately in India and Pakistan and is
scheduled for New Delhi this year.

The paper said that India had already held the
treaty in abeyance by ending all contacts with
Pakistan since December when the border ten-
sion ran high. “Since then, a pick-and-choose
attitude has characterised the Indian policy; it
has been transferring routine water data, but has
refused to oblige on crucially important flood
warnings and status of regulators,on Chenab and
Jehlum Rivers,” it said.
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India. warns Pak over

ik + border fencmg@él

JAMMU, April 22. — The Indi--

an Army foday threatened the
Pakistani Army of dire conse-
quences if it continued firing
from across the border to sabo-
tage the border fencing work
which is in progress despite the
heavy build-up. -

A defence release issued by
the Media Centre,of 15 Corps of
Indian Army, based at Nagrota,
said the Pakistani Army had
tried to disrupt border fencing
for the eighth time in the past
one year. “If Pakistan doesn’t
show restraint, the Indian side
will be left with no option but to

retaliate not only to the firing’

THE STATEGMA R

my’s
bids to disrupt border fencing as
no interference...would be toler-
ated,” said the release.

It further said tension was
building up on the Jammu bor-
der for the past few days because
of unprovoked firing from across
the border on various Indian for-
ward posts. In most cases, the
BSF has been maintaining re-
straint. But Pakistan has taken
recourse to damaging poles
meant for border fencing.

It may be noted here that
about 45 explosions had recently
rocked Zero Line of the Interna-
tional Border in Pittal Post area
of Arnia in RS Pura sector caus-
ing extensive damage to about
half-a-dozen pillars. -

72 ALLEVIWY)



~Pak expels staffer

”‘}()Wk l,(\ AGENCIES o

IS AD, April 20. — Pakistan today expelled Indiyn ngh Commission
staffer Mr AK Khanna and asked him to leave the country within a week. The
Pakistani foreign ministry has declared Mr Khanna, an assistant in the Indi-
an embassy, as persona-non-grata for activities not commensurate with his of-
ficial status (read espionage) and has advised New Delhi to withdraw Mr
Khanna by 27 April.

The move came a day after the Pakistani foreign ministry alleged it had ap-
prehended Mr Khanna in the act of receiving sensitive documents from a Pak-
istani national in Islamabad, then later released him.

The Indian staffer, after his release yesterday, said he was tortured and beat-
en by his captors and made to sign a paper saying he was a RAW agent.

India and Pakistan regularly accuse each other’s diplomats of spying and ex-
pulsions are not unusual. On Wednesday, Pakistan alleged that Indian Intel-
ligence officials had abducted and tortured one of its diplomats, Ali Abbas, in
Delhi. Indian authorities, however, confirmed that Abbas was in custody on a
spying charge but denied he had been mistreated.

The strained relations between the two countries worsened after the 13 De-
cember attack on Parliament in New Delhi. /é

® Another report on page 7
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RETALIATORY ACTION?

Indian mission staffer
> "assaulted in Pak.

YY) By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 19. In what is seen as a
iatory action, Pakistan today held an offici
the Indian High Commission on charges o

in the Federal Secretariat and released him
eight hours of “interrogation.”

The Charge D’ Affairs of the Indian High Com-
mission, Sudhir Vyas, dismissed the charges as

; “bizarre” and said the official, A. K. Khanna, was

abducted in broad daylight right outside his res-
idence as he was about to board the mission
coach to work.

“Mr. Khanna was abducted by a dozen per-
sonnel of the Pakistani Intelligence agencies
around 8.45 a.m. and whisked away to an un-
known destination. There was no response from
any of the official quarters to umpteen demarch-
es here and in New Delhi on the whereabouts of
the official. The mission could locate him only
when we got a telephone call from the police
station in the diplomatic enclave at 5 p.m.,” Mr.
Vyas said.

Mr. Khanna's arrest came exactly 48 hours
after India had allegedly caught a member of the
Pakistan High Commission receiving “sensitive
documents” from an employee of the Indian Air
Force. New Delhi has since declared the staffer
persona non grata and asked for his withdrawal
within a week. It is only a matter of routine be-
fore Pakistan follows suit.

Mr. Khanna’s ordeal began the moment he
stepped out of his apartment in the Royal En-
clave, where a majority of the Indian mission
staffers reside. The enclave is near the church in
which five persons, including two Americans,
were killed in a grenade attack on March 17.

According to the other Indian staffers in the
enclave, at least 12 persons, dressed in Pathan
suits, were waiting in the garage when the coast-
er came to pick up Mr. Khanna around 8.45 a.m.
To the horror of the three Indian mission staff-
ers in the coach, the Pakistani agency operatives
leapt out and tried to grab Mr. Khan as he came

down from his second floor apartment.

After a mild scuffle, Mr. Khanna was driven
away in a Toyota to an undisclosed destination.
“My face was masked and I was taken to a room
somewhere in the vicinity. I was beaten repeat-
edly on my face, back, elbows and feet and made
to sign a declaration that I worked for RAW (Re-
search and Analysis Wing — Indian Intelligence
agency). They interrogated me about the func-
tioning of the mission and told me that it was in
retaliation to what happened in Delhi earlier in
the week. Only around 3 p.m., 1 was taken to a
police station.”

The Indian mission doctor, Quereshi, who ex-
amined Mr. Khanna at the police station, said he
had suffered bruises and abrasions on the face,
back, elbows and feet. “His ankle joint has suf-
fered a major injury and there are cuts in and
around the mouth.”

When the Indian mission wanted to know
from the police station in-charge why it had not
been informed of Mr. Khanna’s presence, he re-
portedly said the telephone numbers of the this-
sion “could not be traced.” A senior diplomat
complained that no one from the Foreign Office
was present when Mr. Khanna was handed over.

The Pakistan Foreign Office statement said
“an official of the Indian High Commission, A.K.
Khanna, was today caught red handed receiving
sensitive documents from a Pakistan national
working at the Federal Secretariat.

“The Secretariat Police arrested the Indian
High Commission official and his Pakistani ac-
complice at nine o’ clock this morning near the
diplomatic enclave. Mr. Khanna was handed
over to the Indian High Commission after ques-
tioning. Mr. Khanna’s Pakistani accomplice will
be tried under the relevant laws.”

Asked for his reaction, Mr. Vyas said “we
would be interested in knowing (about) the ac-
tion against the alleged Pakistani accomplice...
it is unfortunate that a joke is made out of a
serious violation related to a diplomatic official
accredited to the country.”

India lodges strong protest: Page 11
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Tndia protests assaulf
on mission staffer

,‘{9 /\\By Atul Aneja 4
NEW DELHI, APRIL 19. Alleging the

involvement of the Pakistani Ini-
telligence, India today lodged a
strong protest over the abduc-
tion of one of its staffers in its
High Commission in Islamabad
and described it as an “abomin-
able” act. “We have strongly
protested against this abomin-
able incident,” the spokesper-
son of the Ministry of External
Affairs, Nirupama Rao, said.

Seeking to establish the
“hand of the Pakistani Intelli-
gence” agencies, she said the
abduction of Mr. A. K. Khanna
— assistant in the High Com-
mission — had taken place in
the high security diplomatic ar-
ea where security had been
tightened after the March 17 at-
tack on a church located there;
his apprehension could not
have been a “simple act of crim-
inality.” Secondly, police there
had refused to lodge a criminal
case despite the insistence of
the Indian High Commission
staff. This would have been im-
possible unless the police au-
thorities had received “suitable
instructions” from higher quar-
ters, she observed.

The Joint Secretary in-charge
of Pakistan, Arun K. Singh, had
taken up the matter with Pakis-
tan’'s Deputy High Commis-
sioner, Jaleel Abbas Jilani. Mr.
Jilani had been told in “unam-
biguous terms” that Pakistan
would be held responsible for
any consequences if Mr. Khan-
na was harmed. And that his ab-
duction was all the more
unacceptable as he had neither
violated any Pakistani law nor
breached the existing diplomat-
ic code of conduct between the
two countries.

According to sources, inci-

dents of tit-for-tat abductions
and harassment of personnel —

usually staffers in the mis-
sions — are common. In the
early 1990s, a diplomat, Rajesh
Mittal, was tortured after being
abducted in Islamabad. This led
to the signing of an agreement
on the code of conduct for the
treatment of diplomatic and
consular personnel. India, in
the last two-and-a- half years,
has sent back 10 Pakistani High
Commission staff members af-
ter declaring them persona non
grata.

34 Indians killed
in Sept. 11
attack on WTC

NEW YORK, APRIL 19. At legy
Indians were killed in the tegfor-
ist attack on the World Trade
Center on September 11 last, a
report today said.

India suffered second largest
number of casualties among
foreign countries after Britain
which lost 53 persons.

Pakistan lost seven persons,
Japan 20 and China 18, accord-
ing to an analysis of the death
certificates on the basis of place
of birth of the 90 per cent of an
estimated 2825 victims.

Among the dead were 75.3
per cent whites, 9.4 Hispanics,
7.9 per cent blacks, 6.3 per cent
Asians and Pacific islanders and
0.4 per cent others.

The analysis was today pub-
lished by the New York Times.
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" Pak. renews,
' v dialogue offer

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 15. Pakistan
has reiterated that it favours a
comprehensive dialogue with
India covering all issues, includ-
ing Kashmir.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
told a news conference here to-
day that Islamabad had been
seeking such a dialogue. “We
are ready any time, day and
place.” He was responding to a
question on the recent visit of
the Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission, K.C.
Pant, in connection with the
Conference of SAARC Finance
and Planning Ministers and the
desire of India for widening
trade relations.

To another question on the
visit of the U.S. Assistant Secre-
tary of State, Christina Rocca,
and her meeting with the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, he said she had delivered a
message from the U.S. Presi-
dent, George Bush, to Gen.
Musharraf.

The message related to the
relations between India and Pa-
kistan, the situation in Afghan-
istan, U.S.-Pak. cooperation on
terrorism and other bilateral is-
sues. :

Ms. Rocca was on a visit to
New Delhi but had cut it short,
following the grenade attack on
a church in the Diplomatic En-
clave in Islamabad.

To a question if India and Pa-
kistan had reached any “agree-
ment” on the resumption of
freight traffic, Mr. Khan said he
would have to verify the factual
position from the Railways.

Recently, the Pakistan Rail-
way Minister, Javed Ashraf Qazi,
had said that while New Delhi
had approached Islamabad for
the resumption of freight traffic,
Pakistan had declined, saying
that it favoured resumption of

1

the rail links for passengers first.

India had taken the position
that though the Samjautha Ex-
press had been terminated fol- |
lowing  the attack on'
Parliament, freight traffic was
never suspended. In the wake of
the statement made by Mr. Qa-
zi, New Delhi had sought a clar-
ification from Islamabad on the
actual position about freight
traffic. It is not known whether
Pakistan responded to the
query.

To another question, Mr.
Khan said the U.S. had not ap-
proached Pakistan for conduct-
ing raids in the tribal areas
bordering Afghanistan in search
of Osama bin Laden. “On more
than one occasion at the highest
level, the U.S. has expressed its
satisfaction about the nature of
cooperation extended by Pakis-

tan in the t againg
terrorism”.
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~ Rejection of Pak. couple’s
claim fog(gitiﬁnship upheld

By T. Padmanabha Rao 'H

NEW DELHI, APRIL 4. The Supreme
Court has upheld an order of
the Government of India
under Section 9 (2) of the
Citizenship Act, 1955 rejecting
the “claim” of a husband and
his wife (appellants) _ who
“acquired Pakistani citizenship
voluntarily” (in the early
1950s) _ to be Indian citizens.
The Centre’s order was passed
on july 2, 1995.

The Bench said that under
rule 3 of the 1955 Act _ “the
conclusive presumption could
be raised of the fact that a
citizen of India _ who has
" obtained on any date a
passport from the Government
of another country _ of having
voluntarily acquired the
citizenship of that country
before that date.”

Dismissing a writ petition
and a connected appeal from
the appellants (against the
verdict of the Rajasthan High
Court), the Bench observed
that “long stay in the country
and enrolment in the voters’
list would not confer any right
to an alien to continue to stay
in the country.”

Delivering the judgment,
Justice Ashok Bhan made it
clear that it (the Bench)
expressed _ “no opinion on
the merits or demerits of the
application filed by the v
appellants under Section 5 of
the Citizenship Act (dealing
with “citizenship by

registration e who is not
an Indian citizen) and that it
would be open to the
authorities to proceed and
decide the same (if not already
decided) in accordance with
law.”

The appellants failed to
prove by any evidence
whatsoever that “they had not
voluntarily migrated to
Pakistan (in the early 1950s)
and had obtained the
Pakistani passports under
campelling circumstances,”
the Bench, which included
Justice Doraiswamy Raju,
noted adding that “rather their
conduct after coming to India
also shows that they had
voluntarily migrated to
Pakistan and obtained the
passports from the
Government of Pakistan after
declaring themselves to be
citizens of Pakistan” and
“soon after coming to India
{in February 1955) as per rules
they got themselves registered
with the concerned
registration authority.”

On the expiry of the visa
period on May 7, 1955, they
went to the police station in
Ratangarh (Rajasthan) and
declared that they would be
going back to Pakistan by the
evening train the Bench said
noting that instead of
returning to Pakistan they
illegally stayed in India.

“Had the intention of the
appellant been that they had

not acquired the citizenship of

Pakistan and the passport
from that country voluntarily
as has been projected before
us (the Bench) then they
would not have declared their
intention of returning to
Pakistan on the expiry of the
visa period in May 1955,” the
Bench observed noting that
“they would not have gone
underground” and “efforts
would have been made by
them way back in the year
1955, to acquire the
citizenship of India afresh.”

Golden ‘sacred
thread’ offered to
Tirumala temple

By Our Staff Reporter

TIRUMALA, APRIL 4. The Sankara-
charya of Kanchi, Jayendra Sa-
raswati, accompanied by
Vijayendra Saraswati, today do-
nated a diamond-studded
“Yagnopaveetham” (sacred
thread) to Lord Venkateswara,
presiding deity of Tirumala.

More than 3.5 kg of gold,
along with 29 high quality dia-
monds have gone into the mak-
ing of the ornament estimated
to cost around Rs.35 lakhs.

It will Lord
tomorrow.

The Acharya also donated a
Rs.3 lakh worth diamond-stud-
ded golden ‘Addigga’ (necklace)
to Goddess Padmavathi at
Tiruchanoor.

adorn the

THET LN



- . .
- We've recelve(\l/ list

but not evidence: Pak.

H9-1

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 8.Pakistan to-
day contested the claim made
by India that it had provided
evidence in support of the list of
20 fugitives wanted by it. Re-
sponding to the observations
made by the Deputy Chairman
of the Planning Commission,
K.C. Pant, that India from time-
to-time had given enough evi-
dence against persons named in
the list, the Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice spokesman, Aziz Ahmed
Khan, said that New Delhi had’
not given any evidence.

“We have received the list but
not the required evidence”, he
told a media briefing here today
while answering a question
about Mr. Pant's comments.
Mr. Pant had told Indian corre-
spondents here on Sunday that
the observations made by the
Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, in the course of his
interview to The Hindu that the
list of 20 was ‘rubbish’ was not
correct. He had said that New
Delhi saw no point in the re-
sumption of a dialogue unless
Islamabad created conditions
conducive for its success. He
cited the lack of action on the
list of 20 as an example to sub-
stantiate his point.

Maintaining that India has
not provided any evidence, Mr.

- Khan reiterated Pakistan’s de-

sire for the resumption of a dia-
logue to de-escalate the
situation at the borders.

On the reported statement by
Pakistan Finance Minister,
Shaukat Aziz, that he would
hold bilateral talks with the In-
dian delegation during the
SAARC Ministers conference on
Poverty Alleviation, Mr. Khan
said it was customary for the
host Minister of any SAARC
meeting to also hold bilateral
talks with the visiting Ministers
from member-States to discuss
the matters relating to the event

or othenase i
In this conkext, Mr. Aziz’s as-

sertion wanting to invite Mr.
Pant for a meeting was genuine,
Mr. Khan said that “but if the
Indian Minister was reading
something else, I canrot com-
ment on that”.

Mr. Pant and Mr. Aziz met
during a dinner hosted by the
Pakistan Finance Minister on
Sunday night for the SAARC del-
egations. At the dinner, there
was no occasion for an ex-
change of views on a one-on-
one basis.

In response to a question on
the “usefulness of the SAARC
meets” without resolution of
conflicts between the member-
countries, Mr. Khan said that a
climate of peace, security and
tranquillity was the first pre-
requisite for any regional coop-
eration to prosper and wanted
India to withdraw its troops
from the borders to restore
peace in the region.

Accusing India of creating
tensions, he said that “a climate
of tension and uncertainty has
increased in the area that obvi-
ously affects all fields. We would
like these tensions to go down.
We would like the troops to
withdraw to peace-time loca-
tions so that not only a danger-

“ous situation that is present at

the borders gets de-escalated
and removed but also regional
peace and security are
strengthened”.

Mr. Khan denied media re-
ports that Osama Bin Laden es-
caped from an Al-Qaeda
hideout in Pakistan town of Fai-
salabad, which was subse-
quently raided by a joint team
of FBI and Pakistan comman-
dos. He denied reports that the
FBI opened an office in Pakis-
tan. “There is no independent
office of the FBI in Pakistan”, he
said and maintained that Pakis-
tan only cooperated with the
FBI in the investigations.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy /(
. /

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 7. The ﬁguw
Chairman of the Planning Com-
mission and the Prime Minis-
ter's ‘pointman’ on Kashmir,
K.C. Pant, has categorically
ruled out the resumption of a
dialogue between India and Pa-
kistan unless Islamabad was
willing to address New Delhi's
concerns.

Mr. Pant arrived here early
this morning to take part in the
three-day SAARC Finance and
Planning Ministers meet on
‘poverty eradication’.

Talking to Indian corre-
spondents after an interactive
session with a group of Pakista-
ni writers here, Mr. Pant said,
“we feel that going through the
motion of dialogue would not
be productive unless conditions
for its success are created.”

Substantiating the point, he
said India had handed over to
Pakistan a list of 20 fugitives and
demanded their extradition, but
there had been no response. He
said Interpol had issued red
corner hotices to 16 of the 20
persons on the list.

Asked about the recent state-
ment by the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, in an inter-
view to The Hindu that the list
was “rubbish” and that New
Delhi had not provided any evi-
dence in support of the list, Mr.
Pant said a number of state-
ments on the subject had been
made on both sides in the last

. A\
Imate a must

4
few webkd. YApart from evi-
dence given by the Government
of India from time to time (on
those mentioned in the list),
some of the evidence against
them has been provided by the
Pakistani media itself,” he said.
Mr. Pant said India was al-
ways committed to peace as
well as dialogue within the
framework of the Shimla Agree-
ment and the Lahore Declara-
tion. “There is no change in the
position even today but condi-
tions have to be created for a
meaningful and result-oriented

day was a partner of the inter-
national  alliance  against
terrorism and it was committed
to the elimination of terrorism
wherever it existed.

“It is committed to destroy-
ing the support structure of ter-
rorists, their finances, supply of
arms and training. It has taken
the position that there is no jus-
tification for terrorism any-
where. Gen. Musharraf has
endorsed these ideas in his Ja-
nuary 12 address to the people
of Pakistan.

ust for falks: Pant

Gen. Musharraf and Mr. Pant
would have a face-to-face on
Monday when the two would
formally meet at the inaugural
session of SAARC's Ministers
conference. Gen. Musharraf is
scheduled to deliver the inau-
gural address.

An invitation from the Pakis-
tan Finance Minister, Shaukat
Aziz, for an exchange of views
on ‘poverty alleviation’ is not
being ruled out.

In his press conference here

on Saturday, Mr. Aziz had hint-
ed at such a possibility. /
/
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By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
Times News Network
LONDON: Gen Pervez Musharraf

e | has threatened

=4 India with the

¥ atom bomb in the
event of a war
over Kashmir, in
an interview pub-
lished Jn
Sunday’s edition
of the German

< - magazine, Der
Gen Musharrat Spi%gel‘ He said
Kashmiris’ blood ran in their
hearts as well.

The magazine, which quoted the
general as condemning ‘India’s
great power illusion’, said he had
warned India to count on the fact
that if the pressure on Pakistan
became too great, nuclear weapons
use could be possible as a last
means of defence. Commmentators
said the English translation of the
Der Spiegel story, which appears in
the original German under the
unapologetically sensational head-
line ‘Kaschmir konflikt: Pakistan’s
Musharraf droht Indien mit der
Atombombe’, could not hide the
general’s defiant raising of the war
rhetoric.

Gen Musharraf’s remarks come
just a fortnight after Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee emphatically
ruled out any possibility or threat of
nuclear war. “India has already

declared that it will not be the first to
use nuclear ons and Pakistan
has alsp-€Xpressed similar views,”

Musharraf drops
o* a bombshel

:!v‘%iv

over Kashmir

Says Pak will use N-option if pressured

the Prime Minister told mediaper-
sons during a two-day visit to Shimla
late last month, Gen Musharraf’s
aggressive comments are unlikely
to go down well within the
European Union, Britain and the
Commonwealth. Early on Saturday,
Commonwealth secretary-general
Don McKinnon became the first
prominent world leader to issue a
bald rebuke to Gen Musharraf for
his proposed referendum.

While most other countries,
including Britain, maintained a
studied silence, Mr McKinnon
described the referendum as “a
device used in the past by a former
military leader in Pakistan to
extend his term in office”.

In a stark reminder of the diplo-
matic isolation that descended on
Pakistan after the 1999 coup right
up to September 11, Mr McKinnon
insisted that “(Musharraf’s) road
map for democracy did not include
provision for such a referendum”.
Pakistan remains suspended from
the councils of the Commonwealth.

Leading Pakistani opposition
activists here are actively seeking
to build up Western opinion
against the referendum, which they
denounce as an unconstitutional
and illegitimate one-man race to
confirm Gen Musharraf’s presi-
dency for the next five years.

But Pakistan analysts said that
9-11 made it harder to sully the
image of the West’s chief ally as a
power-hungry military dictator with
his finger on the nuclear button. _~
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ree and a half months after India recalled its high commissiqner
from Islamabad and deployed its troops along the border with Pakisten,
there is no sign of the current stand-off between the two countries
ending soon. New Delhi insists Pakistan hand over the 20 men wanted
by India for a variety of terrorist offences, and bring an end to all
incidents of cross-border terrorism, before the Vajpayee government
might even consider redeploying its troops to non-forward locations.
Once the 20 are handed over, India will presumably monitor the situa-
tion in Kashmir before relenting on the other punitive measures such as
the suspension of air, rail and road links. In any event, there is no point
looking so far into the future when the very first step in this sequence of
events is unlikely to be taken, namely the handing over of 20 terrorists.
Pakistan has repeatedly said it will not comply with this demand in the
absence of evidence and a dialogue on the modalities of any prospective
extradition. General Musharraf has accused India of “treating Pakistan
like dirt” in constantly pressing the issue of the list. Even if our foreign
office sincerely believed that military and diplomatic squeeze from New
Delhi would force Islamabad’s hand, the fact that General Musharraf
has used such emotional language means that no one is going to be
extradited. New Delhi has to plan its next moves accordingly.

While it is legitimate for the government to come up with a demand
the general can never accept so that relations with Pakistan are
suspended indefinitely, it is unlikely that external affairs minister
Jaswant Singh made any such evaluation before handing over that
fateful list of 20. In any event, what should concern India is not so much
physical possession of a handful of terrorists, but a verifiable reduction
in the number of cross-border incidents. In an ideal world, it would be
excellent if mafia dons like Dawood Ibrahim and extremists like
Masood Azhar could be prosecuted. In reality, the Indian state’s record
of successful prosecutions is not very good. The Indian police and courts
could not prosecute and sentence Azhar despite having him in custody
for five years. None of the well known extremists who attacked Muslim
citizens in and around Ahmedabad such as Baba Bajrangi of Bajrang
Dal, have yet been arrested. In other words, life will not be very
different for the average Indian if the government does not immediate-
ly get hold of terrorists thought to be in Pakistan. What will make a
difference, however, is the situation on the ground in Kashmir. Already,
there is evidence that some of the measures General Musharraf has tak-
en have had a positive effect. Mr Vajpayee himself acknowledged this in
Parliament during his reply to the debate on the president’s speech. The
government should satisfy itself that a tangible reduction in terrorism
has taken place and then move to scale down its border deployments, It
is not the presence of Indian troops, or New Delhi’s list of 20, but the
political realities confronting General Musharraf which have led to
some pressure being exerted on militant elements in Pakistan. The Indi-
an pressure has produced what is, under the circumstances, an optimal
result. Anything beyond this might well lead to diminishing returns.

7 slurBreak the Impasseﬁ\,%h\ﬂ
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v POTENTIAL FOR A NEW BEGINNING

THE DISARMING CANDOUR of the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, in asking India to
de-escalate the present “explosive” tensions in
bilateral ties reflects some positive diplomacy.

He fielded urgent topical questions during the

course of an exclusive interview to this newspa-
per in a forthright manner and addresses Pakis-
tan’s. highly iemotive estrangement with India
with a mixture of peace overtures and the as-
sertion of Pakistan’s national positions on the
issues in contention. New Delhi will do well to
respond meaningfully by losing no further time
to begin a process of withdrawing the military
formations that were forward-deployed within
striking distance of Pakistan in the context of
the terrorist outrage against India’s Parliament
last December. Drawing a line in the sand, Gen.
Musharraf has said that Pakistan is capable of
maintaining its own counter-deployment of
military forces for as long as India might wish to
stay its present course. Far more evocative than
the blunt signal of his willingness to try and
hold off India is his call that the two countries
should “stop damaging each other”. Now, even
while suggesting that India should not equate
itself with the U.S. and must not seek to treat
Pakistan as if it were another prototype of the
Talibanised Afghanistan, he does not make
light of his country’s internal predicament in
the current international milieu. What comes
out is Gen. Musharraf’s optimistic assertion
that there is still a “meeting point” between the
two states. His prescription that “we have to
start talking and without preconditions” seems
particularly relevant in this tense situation.
New Delhi would do well to go for an imme-
diate military de-escalation as a possible prel-
ude to the resumption of bilateral parleys with
Islamabad on the entire gamut of issues at

in a strike-threatening configuration of its
itary forces, Gen. Musharraf cites his refusal
deliver to it the 20 terrorists and criminals be-

lieved to be harboured in Pakistan. In a narrow

perspective, it is no music to the Vajpayee ad-

ministration’s ears that Gen. Musharraf should

portray the list of 20 as a scrap-heap of “rub-

bish” and insist that New Delhi has given “zero

evidence” to establish the relevant terrorist

charges. However, also significant is his conten-

tion that Pakistan has done enough to roll back

its internal terrorism in a way that would “very

fortunately... coincide in certain forms with

whatever (the) Indian desires are” about the dos

and don’ts for Islamabad.

The point he makes is that the measures he
has taken to “crush extremism” in Pakistan’s
own national interest have produced a bene-
ficial fallout for India too. Yet, his continued
assertion that Pakistan is not fomenting cross-
border terrorism in India and that Kashmir is
the “focus” of bilateral rancour shows that the
gap on substantive issues is wide. As he
sketched out during the interview, the unful-
filled story of the Agra summit last July still
holds out the promise of a future beginning. The
Agra process need not be pronounced dead. In a
critical sense, the revival of mutual confidence
may also depend on how New Delhi addresses
Islamabad’s suspicion that the Vajpayee admin-
istration has exploited the global impact of the
traumatic terror strikes of September 11 in a
way designed to transform the dynamics of the
skewed India-Pakistan equation itself. The road
to the resolution of the issues is no doubt long
and hard but Gen. Musharraf’s remarks hold the
potential for a new and fruitful engagement./
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