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Oct. & - India and Cyprus
have a very important thing
in common. Both have seri-

India’s bone of contention
with Pakistan is the Kash-
mir issue. For Cyprus, Paki-
stan is the only country to
recognise and support the
Turkish occupation of the
northern part of the island
nation, which still contin-
ues, Also, it has sponsored
resolutions through the Gr-
ganisation of Islamic Con-
ference commending Tur-
key's occupation, for which
Cyprus is extremely sorc.
As foreign secretary Mr
Kanwal Sibat said, Pakistan
has a history of supporting
dubious regimes, including
the Taliban. Talks between
Cyprus President Mr Glaf-
cos Clerides and Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee were char-
acterised by  “extreme

.0

ous problems with Pakistan.

“India, Cypr s find a common foe

Cyprus President Mr Clerides and Mr Vajpayes take the guard of honour in Nicosia on Tuesday. — AFP

warmth and cordiality”,

Mr Sibal said: “There was
full and unstinted support
from Cyprus on every issue”
of concern to [ndia. With
Cyprus set to join the Euro-
pean Unfon in 2004, this
support carries weight. The
EU has been critical of
many of India’s actions, in-

®

cluding the Pokhran blasts
in- 1998 and the Gujarat ri-
ots earlier this year,

At the banquet hosted by
the Cprus President, the
Prime Minister said: “We
appreciate the consistent
support of Cyprus on issues
of vital concern to India.”
Cyprus staunchly advocates

India’s candidature for a
permanent seat in the UN
Security Counci! and has
supported the Comprehen-
sive Convention on Terror-
ism sponsored by it in the
UN. Commending the sup-
port of ‘a time-tested ally”,

Mr Vajpayee said: “We kn-

ow Cyprus will support us.’ /

THE STATESMAK
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' India-Mauritius MoU in

o

NEW DELHI, Sept. 30. —India and Mauritius have
identified key deliverables in the field of telecom
and postal sectors by institutionalising a framework
for co-operation.

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) to this
effect was signed in Port Louis, Mauritius be-
tween Mr Pramod Mahajan, communications and
information technology minister and Mr Deelc-
hand Jeeha, information technology and tele-
communications minister, the government of
Mauritius.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Mahajan gave an
insight into the recent initiatives of the-Indian post-
al department,

He said the effort of the government would be to
make post offices a hub for providing the tools that
“would facilitate the working of the community in the
field of information technology, telecom, banking
and insurance services,

The Mauritian IT minister said the MoU was im-
portant for the future transformation of Mauritius
mto a cyber island.

He said Mauritius was keen to share the experi-

stal, telecom sectors.

{

ences of the Indian postal services in the areas of
life insurance, computerisation and softwares for
multi-purpose value-added products and services.
He said the MoU would pave way for convergence
to actually happen in Mauritius.

One of the key features of the MoU is that the
India Post will work together with the Mauritiu:
Post for the introduction of ‘Meghdoot 98’ i1
Mauritius.

Mauritius had expressed interest in ‘Meghdoo
9%, developed by the India Post to computeris
postal services.

Mauritius has zlso expressed desire to intro
duce postal life insurance in cooperation with th:
India Post, to which India has given its concur
rence.

Under the MolJ, both the countries have alsc
agreed for strategic cooperation in the area of con-
vergence of technologies in the telecom sector.
Main thrust will be on exchange of information in
the field of spectrum management and standardisa-
tion. .

The MoU also outlires undertaking partnership
projects and jc)iy'xﬂ)u’:cs in the Third Worid coun-
tries. .
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|- Cyprus talks g@g g
UNITED NATIONS: Talks nsor dby e United Nations dimed at

resolvmg the 28-year conflict in Cyprus failed to achieve a
breakthrough on Friday,
threatening to delay the European
Union expansion scheduled for
2004. Kofi Annan, Secretary-
{ General of the United Nations,
met Greek arid Turkish Cypriot
j| lcaders in Paris. After the talks, Mr
g Annan said he believed that “the
gaps dividing the parties can be
bridged”. The European Union
has set an end-of-year deadline
for a decision on whether Cyprus
-will be among up to 10 nations joining an expanded
European Union in two years. Greece has said that if Cyprus
vis not included it will veto the entire expansion process,
: Turkey has countered that it will annex the north of the
/island if Cyprus is accepted in the E.U. before a peace deal
'is reached. (Picture shows the Greek Cypriot leader, Glafecos
" Clerides (left), shakmg hands with the Turkish Cypriot leader,
Rauf Denktash, in Paris on Friday. The U.N. Secretary-

General, Kofi Annan, is at the centre.)— ©Telegraph Group

. Limited, London, 2002
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_ Crackdown on Papuan rebels'

By P. §. Suryanarayana
SINGAPORE, SEPT. 1. A “firefight”
broke out today between Indo-
nesia’s security forces and local
rebels in the country’s far-east-
ern province of Papua (formerly
Irian Jaya) following yesterday's
terrorist attack that claimed the
lives of two 1].S. citizens as also
an Indonesian national near the
site of an American-managed
gold-and-copper mine. It was
stated authoritatively that at
least one rebel was killed and a
security officer wounded in to-
day’s “firefight"".

While the details of yester-
day’s ambush-and-kill oper-
ation by some unidentified
gunmen remained sketchy, to-
day’s encounter between the

security personnel and suspect-
ed rebels of the Papua province,
too, remained less than fully ex-
plained until nightfall. Howev-

er, yesterday s 1nc1dent and
today’s sequel attracted unusu-
al attention in the diplomatic
and political circles in the re-
gion, mainly on account of the
current international focus on
South East Asia as a possible
fallback sanctuary of the Al-
Qaeda terrorist outfit. Indonesia
has only recently renewed its
pledge to “eliminate terrorism’".

While a “faction” of the Pa-
puan rebel group the separatist
Free Papua Organisation (OPM
in the native acronym} is be-
lieved to have been involved in
today’s “firefight” with the In-
donesian security forces, a di-
rect link between the outfit and
yesterday’s terrorist attack has
not yet been established. There
has so far been no evidence to
indicate any opportunistic link
between the OPM and the Al-
Qaeda. The two have no known
ideological affinity. The bottom

i) i
line is that the 0 M ha$ actually
revolted against the {malnly-

Muslim Indonesian 4qtate on
ethnic and eligious
considerations.

It is against this background
that the new terrorist attack in
Papua has raised questions
about the possibility of a “proxy
operation” on behalf of the Al-
Qaeda, given that American:
and other Westerners were the
victims.

On a separate but relatec
plane, attention remained cen
tred on a U.N. internal repor
that identified the banking sys
tems of a few South East Asiar
countries as the possible repos-
itory of the Al-Qaeda’s clandes-
tine funds.

Indonesia is not directly
mentioned in the reports from
the U.N. headquarters on the
world body’s internal docu-
ment.
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China forges ties&ith

Taiwan’s all
)
Beijing: In the on-going diploma
ic ding-dong between Beijing an
Taipei, China on Sunday wreste
Taiwan’s ally Nauru by forgin
full-fledged ties with the world’s
smallest independent republic.
The joint communique to estab-
lish diplomatic relations between
China and the tiny Pacific island
state was signed in Hong Kong by
Chinese assistant foreign minister
Zhou Wenzhong and Nauru Presi-
dent Rene Harris, the official Xin-
hua news agency reported.
Stating that Nauru has severed
its diplomatic relations with Tai-
wan, Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Kong Quan said nor-
malisation of relations between

-
AN LS

Nauru conforms to the
fundamental interests of the peo-
ple of the two countries.

Commenting on the diplomatic
victory, he said it would open up
broad prospects for furthering
friendly and cooperative ties of
muiual benefit hetween China and
Nauru “Both China and Nauru are
developing countries and they
share identical points in many
fields,” Vir Kong said.

Meanwhile, Taiwan accused
China of using “dollar diplomacy”
to persuade Nauru to switch diplo-
matic recognition from Taipei to
Beijing and claimed the decision
was not fully supported in the tiny
Paciftc nation. rn




