“India, Nepal in jumbo border row

Tapan Das
Kolkata, November 2
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A DISPUTE is brewing between In-
dia and Nepal over illegal border
crossing — and the Maoists have
nothing to do with it.-

Nepal says gangs of Indian infil-
trators regularly cross over from
North Bengal, spreading terror and
destruction in its border areas. Lo-
cal Indian authorities accept this,
but are furious at Kathmandu's ef-
forts to stop the incursions by erect-
ing barriers and shooting at the in-
truders.

Such actions are against interna-
tional conventions, West Bengal
Forest Minister Jogesh Barman
thundered today. For, the intruders
are no terrorists — they are herds of
elephants lumbering across from

North Bengal's forests to neigh-
bouring ones in Nepal.

The West Bengal Government
will take up the matter with the
Centre, Barman told reporters in
Kolkata. It will also inform the Ele-
phant Project Director in Delhi, SS
Bisht, for appropriate action.

Barman, who toured the Indo-
Nepalese border areas in Jalpaig-
uri and Darjeeling last week, said
Nepal has erected at least two
dozen 25-feet-high “watch towers”
from where its guards burst crack-
ers and often shoot at the herds to
scare them off. A few elephants
have suffered bullet wounds, he al-
leged.

A herd of some 70 adult ele-
phants from the Lohagarh forests of
Kurseong were stopped from cross-
ing the Mechi and reaching the

forests in Nepal's Jhapa, the Minis-
ter said. The herd then turned its
fury on North Bengal, damaging
crops and property and doing
greater damage than usual.

The elephants have always been
free to graze in the entire stretch
from the Mechi to the Sankosh
across the Terai Dooars forests and
the Himalayan foothills in Assam,
North Bengal, Nepal and Bhutan,
Barman maintained. This is the
first time that Nepal has acted in
such a way, and without informing
the Indian authorities.

“I can say on the basis of my per-
sonal experience that the African
continent, which has the largest
population of elephants, allows the
herds unhindered movement from
one country to another,” the Minis- [
ter said. :
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f\'\& Why Delhi must monitor Thimphuy\

Ifa and Bodo militants are an incorrigible lot. Bhutan expec-

ted them to honour a mutually agreed deadline to wind up
their respective camps by the end of last year and leave, but
after a pretence at closing shop, they continue to stay put.
What is more, they are said to be setting up new camps which,
if true, warrants a strong response. No less disturbing are
reports that they are training Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation cadres fighting for a separate homeland in North
Bengal. Even after the Bhutan National Assembly in 2000
cleared a military option, Thimphu has refrained from acting
strongly for fear of reprisals on its nationals living in the border
areas. But this policy of gentle persuasion mixed with hope has
not yielded the expected results. Though there is no more talk
about launching joint operations, Thimphu’s assurance to
Delhi that it will not allow the militants to use its territory for
anti-Indian activities will be watched with interest.

It is difficult to understand how Thimphu plans to solve the
problem, but procrastination cannot be part of strategy. lIts
reluctance to flush out militants lends substance to allegations
that it wants to use their presence to check the activities of the
People’s Forum for Human Rights, which is demanding
fundamental rights for Bhutanese citizens. It is also possible
that Bhutan wants India to check anti-Bhutanese activities on
Indian soil in return for acting against Ulfa and Bodo militants.
To be fair, there has been less militant violence, but it should
not be assumed that their firing power has been exhausted.
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1 on/ on deportation

? By K. Balchand

PATNA, OCT. 6. Though Indiﬂ]d
Nepal do not have an extradi-
tion treaty, they have thrashed
out a process for deporting
“wanted” people under which
two Nepali Maoists have al-
ready be repatriated and nine
others would be handed over to
the Nepal police soon.

The two countries worked
out a formula in this regard dur-
ing the Foreign Minister, Yash-
want  Sinha's  visit  to
Kathmandu for the SAARC
meeting in August, according to
official sources. Consequently,
New Delhi barred the entry of
members belonging to the

Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist), a banned organisation
in the Himalayan Kingdom, un-
der section 32 of the Foreigners
Act (FA), to facilitate their de-
portation.

Nepal, on its part, has agreed
to hand over to India naxalites,
particularly members of the
banned Maoist Communist
Centre (MCC), as and when ar-
rested across the border. Such a
course of action was deemed
necessary as there is no ban on
the movement of people along
the border and in the wake of
the heightened activity of the
CPN(M) and the MCC along the
Bihar stretch of the Indo-Nepal
border. The deportation is done

under Section 3 of the FA on
grounds that the “intruder”
lacked relevant papers for stay-
ing in India and that his pres-
ence could threaten internal
security.

According to the IG, Oper-
ations, Neelmani, the first such
deportation was carried out on
September 20 when two Nepali
Maoists arrested in Madhubani
on August 24 were handed over
to the Nepali police by the Bihar
police. As per law, both had
been booked under the provi-
sions of the FA, presented be-
fore the court and, following its
order, were delivered to Nepal.
A similar process has been initi-
ated in connection with the

Indla Ne __pal work out formula

nine persons who had been ar-
rested from Raxaul and Sita-

marhi last month and lodged in |

jail at Sitamarhi and Motihari.
The SPs of the two districts have
sent SOS to the Home Depart-
ment urging their immediate
deportation to Nepal stressing
that the arrested were constant-
ly contacting the local MCC
leaders in jails. The Sitamarhi
SP feared that this nexus could
spell further trouble in the jail.

The Centre has taken the
stand that since these nine per-
sons had committed crimes in
Nepal, the Government there
was competent to take any legal
action it considered proper and
bring them to justice.

SN




v

Maléms brleﬁ

NEW DBLHI Sept. 20, -—-It was meant to’
be a serious briefmg on eve of the Prime
Minister’s ‘visit to Maldives, talking of

olicy ‘matters to be chscussed between
ﬁeads of the states. .

~ But almost everyfhmg but Mr Atal behari
V'qpayee s Maldives visit was discussed and
newsmen  made good use. of foreign -
secretary Mr Kanwal Sibal's presence. They
. got comments ‘on Issues tanging from the
~ Lankan Eeace tilks to deployment of troo E
" nlong ‘the bordet, from trilateral talks

between Rusela, Chmu and India in New |

" York to the‘old foreign ministry bogeyman,
. Pakistari President Gen, Pervez Mushatraf,
Mr Sibal, at the outset; read a prepared

4 smtement on the Prime Minister's thtee- -

 day itinetaty In the Maldives. That was it.
- There wag only one question on the Indiaft "
~ Océan natlon; at the end, on the duration of -
Premdent Mr Maumoon"Abdul Qayoom'’s

l--(‘:: ,:‘ [T i
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ng gets waylaid -
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ténmcch hay been in power for
~Anticipating the level of inte
Maldives would generate, the BSM
‘(Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives) division
of the MEA had prepared a brief on the just
cohcluded Sri Lankan peace talks.

* “I"The adoption of a conciliatory approach

10 negotiations, which resulted in agree-
mem for further mectings and the decision
‘to deal jointly with important issucs
including internally displaced  persons,
Humanitarian and reconstruction aclivitics,
demlnlng ele, is welcome,” Mr Sibal said.
Mr Sibal called Pakistan the main
stumbling block in making the SAARC
process a fruitful muitilateral forum, saying
that Gen, Musharraf’s comments on India’s
“bilateralism” were ridiculous,
Wi “Pakistan is responsible for not having
“dllowed SAARC to move ahead as it should
"have,” he said. Pakistan also bore the

re@pomlhnhty for I'\C/kM’ progress in

bilateral relations.
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‘Nepal Maoist’s
violence hits
Hill economy

: QY\,
Sudipta Chanda L
in Siliguri N

Sept. 12. — The growing
political unrest in Nepal is
having its effects on the bor-
der areas, particularly in the
Darjeeling hills.

Itis reported that Maneb-
hanjang, Meghma, Rimbik
and other adjacent areas on
the eastern slopes of the
Shingalila range are facing
repercussions of the Maoist
problem.

For ages, local traders
have conducted business
with people of Nepal which
faces the opposite slopes of
the Shingalila mountains.
Now the practice is being
discouraged by Nepalese
authorities, locals alleged.

According to them, they
were asked “by people from
across the border” last week
to stop transaction of goods

4" on the ground that a substan-

tial portion of the goods, sent
from this side of the border,
found its way into the Maoist
camps in Nepal.

The locals are in a tight
spot. There has been little
economic development. Ac-
cording to some of them, 10
to 12 truckloads of essential
goods were sent to Nepal
every day.

Besides, there is appre-
hension of Maoist activists
infiltrating the region, in
particular Lodhoma. Locals
fear the Maoists could be
attempting to cross the
mountain range and seek
shelter in the heavily woo-
ded region.

Though deployment of
the SSB along the Nepal
border has minimised chan-
ces of infiltration, the SSB’s
reach . is  confined up to
Manebhanjang, leaving the
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rest of the 60-km-border
vulnerable. Moreover,
about 25 per cent of the
SSB jawans have been sent
to J&K for the elections.

Dismissing reports about
“discouraging instructions
coming from people across
the border,” the Darjeeling
SP, Mr Sanjay Chander, told
The Statesman: “Such mat-
ters need official sanction.”

He, however, added that
in view of the growing ten-
sion in Nepal and the up-
coming elections there, all
the four police stations bor-
dering Nepal have been
asked to remain on alert.

“We are in constant touch
with our Nepalese counter-
parts and the Intelligence
network is keeping tab on
activities all along the 104-
km-border that Darjeeling
district shares with Nepal,”
he added.



India, Nepal

polish old tigs -
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PRANAY SHARMA

Kathmandu, Aug. 23: Foreign
minister Yashwant Sinha today
met the top Nepalese leadership
and representatives of all major
parties as India underlined its
fine-balanced diplomacy that it
had no favourites and would deal
with the same cordiality with
whoever came to power.

The message was re-affirmed
during his meeting with King
Gyanendra when both agreed
“there was no alternative or op-
tions for India and Nepal but to
have close and strong bilateral
relationship”.

At alunch this afternoon, the
Indian foreign minister met
leaders of all political parties in
the Himalayan country, includ-
ing the leader of the Communist
Party of Nepal (United Marxist-
Leninist) Madhav Nepal, widely
tipped to be the next Prime Min-
ister. Tomorrow morning he is
scheduled to meet the president
of the Nepali Congress, Girija
Prasad Koirala.

The stress from both India
and Nepal was on close coopera-
tion in fighting terrorism. The
two sides agreed to upgrade the
existing extradition treaty and
also have in place an agreement
on mutual legal assistance.

They decided to put in place a
system for intelligence sharing,
with special emphasis on rev-
enue intelligence — an impor-
! tant area considering the grow-
ing menace of global terrorism.

A Nepalbse team ig scheduled to
arrive in Delhi in September to
discuss the draft treaty.

At his meeting with the king,
Sinha described Gyanendra’s re-
cent trip to India “as a landmark
visit which provided greater un-
derstanding between the {wo
countries”. The king had chosen
India as his first official destina-
tion abroad. The message was
not lost on Delhi — that the
palace was keen to continue the
strong ties the two countries
have enjoyed for decades.

Crown prince Paras was
called in when Sinha was closet-
ed with the king after the delega-
tions of the two sides had fin-
ished interacting and left. Sinha
handed over a locket, studded
with gemstones, which Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had sent as a gift for the newborn
“yuvaraj”, Hridayendra.

Athis meetings with Gyanen-
dra, Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba and other senior
members of the Nepalese gov-
ernment, Sinha emphasised that
the focus must be on aspects
common to both sides. Water re-
sources, agriculture and
biotechnology were seen as
some areas where the two sides
could work for mutual benefit.

India reaffirmed its commit-
ment to help Nepal in its
fight against the Maoists. Kath-
mandu also assured it would
not allow Nepalese soil to be
used by Pakistan’s ISI for anti-
Delhi activities.
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/ Central Asia is central

BN\
HE imm ate reason
for Foreign Minister
Yashwant Sinha’svisit to
Kabul last week was In-
dia’s decision to present three Air-
bus aircraft to the Afghan govern-
ment. Sinha, in fact, travelled in the
first of these aircraft. The more im-
portant and long-term purpose of
the visit was to maintain continuity
in India’s high-level contacts with
the present Afghanleaders.
India’s primary interest in en-
suring continuity in relations with
Afghanistan arises from its belief
that these ties, to be mutually bene-
ficial, can be sustained only if India
supports those policies that help to

make Afghans prosperousand the

country’s polity, stable. The estab-
lishment of a political dispensation
which is moderate, representative
of all the ethnic segments compos-
ing Afghan civil society and which
would not be unfriendly towards
India, is the first necessary step to
meet the above objective, India has
no desire to interfere in the inter-
nal affairs of Afghanistan and
would deal with whichever govern-
' mentisin authority.
' Goingbyrecent experience, In-
Jia is quite clear in its stand that an
" Afghanistan dominated by ex-
tremist Islamic forces, or having a
government which does not repre-
sent the pluralistic nature of
Afghan civil society, would not
serve the country's interests or in-
deed India’s political or geo-strate-
gic interests in the current security
environment.

India’s active participation in
the Bonn, Tokyo and Geneva con-
ferences on the stabilisation of
Afghanistan and its economic re-
construction reflect these policy
objectives. While nearly $1.8 bil-
lion have been pledged by the in-
ternational community to Afgh-
anistan for its development, the
Indian segment of the assistance
has been the most operational
since January. India has trans-

Sinha’s Afghan visit went

& r) beyond a courtesy call

£J. N. Dixit

lated its pledges valued at about a
$100 million into concrete terms,
in the spheres of health, civil avia-
tion, training facilities for Afghan
diplomatic, administrative and
police personnel, as well as food
assistance.

Leaving aside the aim of main-
taining continuity in high level in-
teraction, Sinha’s visit to Kabul
had more substantive objectives.
Despite the successful completion
of the Loya Jirga meeting and the
establishment of a government
under Hamid Karzai, the Afghan
government continues 10 suffer
from the internecine competition
between various leaders. The an-
tagonisms between the Pashtuns,

now under the command of Turk-
ish officers.

By visiting the country, Sinha
could arrive at a first-hand assess-
ment -about the current political
situation and the prospects of po-
litical stabilisation in Afghanistan.
But more than undertaking such
an assessment, the objective of
Sinha’s trip was to encourage the
processes of unity within the local
power structure.

In addition, Sinha’s visit also
aimed at consolidating India’s con-
nectivity with the Pashtun leader-
ship. Thus far, India’s interaction
with this segment was minimal.
Pashtuns, who constituted the
main opposition to Soviet inter-

Indla’s more specific interest in
Afghanistan lles, of course, in
expanding Its relations with the
Central Aslan Republics

the Tadjiks, and the Uzbeks have
surfaced again. The differences of
opinion  between  President
Hamid Karzai and the Tadjik
leader Fahim are out in the open.
The regional warlords remain un-
amenable to the authority of the
central government. Uzbek le-
ader, General Dostum, and Shia
leader, Ismail Khan, remain
alienated. Taliban cadres and
other recalcitrant clements merg-
ing with various groups of war-
lords have vitiated the security en-
vironment by perpetrating
violence to a level where Presi-
dent Karzai has entrusted his per-
sonal security to foreign troops of
the International Security Force,

vention in Afghanistan, were alien-
ated from India despite the tradi-
tional equations Indian political
leaders had with Pashtun leaders
since the early decades of the 20th
century. Over the last two decades,
India has had closer connections
with Northern Alliance leaders,
which became more substantial
during'the Taliban regime’s tenure.
The balance in India’s relation-
ships with leaders of all ethnic
groups had, therefore, to be re-
stored and Sinha’s visit was an im-
portant initiative in this respect. He
not only met Fahim but also met
General Dosturn and Shia leader,
Ismail Khan, during this visit. The
meetings were generally aimed at
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emphasising to these leaders the
importance of transcending old
suspicions and entering agree-
ments with Pashtun leaders, in or-
der to ensure that the difficult
processes of political stabilisation
and economic reconstruction are
not disrupted. If they fail,
Afghanistan’s unity itself maybe in
danger.

India’s more specific interest in
Afghanistan lies, of course, in ex-

. panding its relations with the Cen-

tral Asian Republics. This is im-
portant because it will help counter
the effect of Pakistani hostility to-
wards India. If, by some miracle,
India’s ties with Pakistan also get
normalised, then it could help fur-
ther the economic, technological
and socio-cultural cooperation be-
tween India and the entire Ce; 5,
Asjanregion.

Iranian President Khatami~
ited Kabul within days of Sinha.~
visit. The views expressed by him'
during the visit indicated a clear
convergence of interests between
Iran and India on Afghan issues. It
is necessary that both countries
work together in stabilising
Afghanistan, regardless of the mis-
placed antagonism of the US
against Iran— an antagonism that
couldwork against the stabilisation
of Afghanistan,

If the friendly and practical sug-
gestions given by Sinha and
Khatami to the Afghan leadership
are not heeded, then the likelihood
of southern and western
Afghanistan emerging as a Pash-
tun territorial entity gets strength-
ened, with one part of Afghanistan
getting linked to Iran and another
to Uzbekistan. Such a break up
would have dangerous implica-
tions, particularly for Pakistan. It
would also generate demographic
and ethnic pressures in Central
Asiawhich would not serve India’s
specific interests or, indeed, the in-
terests of securlty and stability in
the entire region. s
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Indla, Nepal to
tac de trade i e issues

\bBy Our Special Correspondent ) ” \J/

NEW DELHL, AUG. 19. India and Nepal have agreed to tackle several
irritants in bilatergl trade, including a cut in customs duty prefer-
ences on Indian gobds as well as continuing discrimination against
export of cars from this country. Nepal has agreed to examine the
question of customs duty preferences and implement a uniform
procedure on import of cars from all countries within three
months. India agreed to consider Nepal's request for increasing
the tariff rate quota on copper.

Another issue taken up was the problems faced by Indian joint-
venture companies in Nepal from different agencies of that Gov-
ernment. These issues were discussed at a three-day meeting of
the India-Nepal Government Committee on Trade Transit and
Cooperation to control Unauthorised Trade which concluded here
on Sunday. The Indian side was led by the Commerce Secretary,
Dipak Chatterjee, while the Nepal delegation was led by the Indus-
try, Commerce and Supplies Secretary, Bhanu Prasad Acharya.

The two sides agreed that an early meeting of technical experts

* should be convened to reach an agreement on a bilateral invest-

ment protection and promotion agreement; a pact on regulation of
Indian vehicular traffic in Nepal; operationalisation of the Birgunj
Inland Clearance Depot; setting up a rail link and cooperation
between the Bureau of Indian Standards and the Nepal Bureau of
Standards and Meteorology.

An official release said India agreed to set up additional food-
testing labs at the border at Raxaul and Sunauli and three addition-
al agriculture quarantine stations by November 1 at Jogbani, Su-
nauli and Banbasa. In response to Nepal's request for reducing the
fees for food testing labs and agriculture guarantine, India said it
would examine its feasibility.

During the meeting, Nepal welcomed India’s notification ex-
empting aviation turbine fuel supplies to the Royal Nepal Airline
Corporation in this country from excise duty. It also welcomed the
West Bengal Government’s decision to modify provisions of luxury
tax to benefit Nepalese exports to India as well as the streamlining
of Nepalese vanaspati imports by the Central Warehousing Corpo-
ration (CWC).
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Bhutan’s dilemma

P xNeed for joint actlo to evict Ulfa

K;xown for inconsistency, it comes as no surprise that the Ulfa

as reneged on its commitment to wind up camps and leave
Bhutan by the end of 2001. By staying put, the militant organi-
sation is not merely debasing itself but is also abusing the un-
solicited hospitality of that country. Bhutan has been most
understanding. As early as in November 2000 the Bhutanese
National Assembly endorsed the use of force but Thimphu was
restrained, preferring instead to pursue a wait-and-see policy
and disallowing Indian troops from taking a hand in the matter.
Of course, Bhutan has compulsions of its own but there must be

" a limit to its patierice. It was rather disappointing that all for-
eign mipister Yeshwant Sinha’s recent visit achieved was Thim-
phw’s reported assurance that it would not allow militants to
use Bhutanese territory for anti-Indian activities. Nothing par-
ticularly new, since this was expected anyway. What Thimphu
might have been waiting for was a decision on joint operations
with India to flush out about 1,000 Ulfa and Bodo militants
since Bhutan has neither the manpower nor resources to go it
alone.

The reported ISI conspiracy to create chaos in Assam by
using Ulfa reveals how militants in that state are under the
control of foreign agents. Bhutan sees no possibility of the
militants leaving voluntarily, nor can it afford to allow them
permanent sanctuary. In 1992 Thimphu did allow Indian troops
to conduct operations for a limited period with the help of local
counterparts. Perhaps similar action deserves consideration
before it is too late.
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“Yashwant in consulate
diplomacy wlth Kabul

o .

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 12: India will
open consulates in Mazar-e-
Sharif, Herat and Kandahar as
part of its plan to extend contact
to all sections of Afghan society,
including the Pashtoons, the
largest ethnic group that com-
prised the bulk of the Taliban
student militia.

India opened its embassy in
Kabul in December. Foreign
minister Yashwant Sinha yester-
day inaugurated the consulates
in Mazar-e-Sharif and Herat.
New Delhi plans to open one in
Kandahar soon in its bid to con-
vey to Kabul that India has no
favourites in the war-torn coun-
try and wants good relations
with all.

“My visits to these regions re-
flected our continuing contacts
and cooperation with all sec-
tions of Afghan society and our
support for a strong, united, in-
dependent and  sovereign
Afghanistan,” Sinha said follow-
ing his return to New Delhi this
afternoon.

India is perceived to be close
to the Panjsheris, or the North-
ern Alliance, which is dominat-
ed by the Tajiks, Uzbeks and Haz-
aras in the transitional govern-
ment in Kabul. Though New
Delhi, along with Russia and
Iran were the main supporters of
the alliance, it now wants to ex-
pand its links to other Afghan
ethnic groups. Sinha’s visit to
Afghanistan was meant to covey
this message.

The foreign minister, during
his visit to Afghanistan, met al-
most all sections of the Afghan
leadership, including former

Sinha

King Zahir Shah, President
Hamid Karzai and Vice-Presi-
dent Arsala. He also met his Pan-
jsheri friends in the government
including defence minister
Fahim, foreign minister Abdul-
lah and education minister
Qanooni. Sinha’s itinerary was
important, especially at a time
when serious differences on se-
curity issues had started surfac-
ing between President Karzai
and defence minister Fahim.
who is also the Vice-President.
Sinha said India had ear
marked $4 million for renova

tion of buildings, upgrading of

equipment and supply of medi-
cines to the Indira Gandhi Hos-
pital in Kabul. New Delhi has de-
cided to send Indian doctors to
Afghanistan on deputation and
train Afghan doctors in premier
Indian medical institutions.
Seven Afghan doctors are ex-
pected to arrive soon for training
at the All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences.

India has also earmarked $1

million for upgradmg of labora

tories and the establishment of
an information technology cen-
tre at the Habibia school. New
Delhi will completely renovate
the school that was badly dam-
aged during decades of fighting.
Sinha. who gifted the first of
three Airbus A-300s to the
Afghan national carrier, Ariana,
carried with him three tonnes of
vegetable seeds and educational
kits for students at the Habibia
school.

India’s reconstruction assis-
tance to Afghanistan is meant to
ensure that the war-ravaged
country does not find itself ina
position where it is totally alien-
ated from the rulers in Kabul
and other important cities. For
nearly six years under the Tal-
iban regime, Afghanistan had
turned into a breeding ground
for terrorists, many of whom
were despatched to fight Indian
security forces in Kashmir. India
is not going to forget this experi-
ence inahurry and its attempt to
establish a strong presence in
Afghanistan is an attempt to en-
sure that forces such as Taliban
o not stage a comeback.

5 )}]d told reporters soon
mw his arrival that cross-bor-
der ter rorlsm from Pakistan had

not ended and there was evi-
dence of stepped up violence by
Islamabad-backed terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“Quite clearly, cross-border
terrovism from Pakistan has not
ended. There is no change in
this. We had our apprehensions
that in the run-up to the elec-
tions, terrorist groups will step
up violence there. We have seen
evidence of that,” Sinha said.
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Indla, Bhutan share concerns

v By Amit Baruah (- %
)

NEW DELHI, AUG. 5. The External Affair$ Min-
ister, Yashwant Sinha, has discussed the is-
sue of camps belonging to India-based
militant groups operating in Bhutan) dur-
ing his meetings in the kingdom today.

Mr. Sinha had a two-hour meeting with
the King of Bhutan.

Official sources said four camps belong-
ing to an India-based militant outfit had
been shut down by the Nepalese author-
ities. The Bhutanese National Assembly
had resolved that the Royal Government
should have one more round of discussions
with the United Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA) in a bid to peacefully close down
the camps.

“We share the same concerns on the

camps,” the sources said when asked
whether India had asked Bhutan to “do
more” as far as closing down the camps was
concerned.

Apart from ULFA, the National Demo-
cratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) and the
West Bengal-based Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation (KLO) were reported to have
camps in Bhutanese territory. They said
that India and Bhutan were “closely con-
sulting each other” on the issue of dealing
with militant camps on Bhutanese soil. It
was stressed that India had a “very special
relationship” with Bhutan which was ex-
emplified by the visit of Mr. Sinha to Thim-
pu. Each side recognises the sensitivities of
the other, the sources maintained.

Mr. Sinha, who referred to the need to
address the issue of poverty and depriva-
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- " over militant camps

tion in South Asia, was told by his Bhuta-
nese interlocutors that the progress and
development of India would ensure the de-
velopment of the whole of South Asia.

Referring to the extensive economic
cooperation between Bhutan and India, the
sources said energy was one of the major
focus areas.

The 330 MW Chuka hydel project was in
operation while the 60 MW Kurichu project
had just been completed. The 1,020 MW
Thula hydel project was under construc-
tion, the sources said. They further added
that India had also gifted a cement plant to
Bhutan. While India was importing electric-
ity, cement, timber, wood products, or-

‘anges and apples from Bhutan, it was

exporting petroleum products, rice and au-
tomobiles, among other things, to Thimpu.
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THIMPU/NEW DELHI, Aug. 4. —
The external affairs minister, Mr
Yashwant Sinka, today discussed
bilateral relations and other issues of
mutual interest with his Bhutanese
counterpart, Mr Jigmi Y Thinley,
here at the start of his three-day
official visit to the kingdom.

Mr Sinha, on his first visit to the
country as the external affairs
minister, also called on the Bhutanese
Prime Minister, Mr Khandu Wang-
chuck, and the finance minister, Mr
Yeshey Zimba, to discuss bilateral
issues.

The external affairs minister is
scheduled to have an audience with
the King of Bhutan Jigme Singye
Wangchuk tomorrow. The two
countries share concern on the
presence of Ulfa-Bodo militants in
Bhutan.

India has an extensive cooperation
and development assistance progr-
amme with Bhutan encompassing
various sectors with special focus on
infrastructure and the social sector.

Mr Sinha is accompanied by Ms
Meera Shankar, joint secretary
{Nepal and Bhutan), and R Venu,
director, ministry of external affairs.

In July 1999, the National Assem-
bly of Bhutan had passed a resolution
authorising the government to
initiate a dialogue with militants and
persuade them to leave Bhutan,
snap their links, and take action
against them under the National Se-

curity Act. P
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Nepal work
permit rule
for Indians

Keshav Pradhan Y
Kathmandu, July 26 ,\\r{’ \

THE NEPALESE Supreme Court
has asked the Government to
make work permits mandatory
for Indians, casting a shadow
over Indian investments in the
kingdom and the relationship
between New Delhi and Kath-
mandu.

The apex court passed the or-
der yesterday in a case involving
an Indian firm. This means the
Sher Bahadur Deuba Govern-
ment must now review domestic
labour laws and the 1950 Indo-
Nepal Treaty of Peace and
Friendship, which calls for equal
treatment of Indian and
Nepalese nationals in each oth-
er’s countries.

A similar move by Nepal in
the 1980s had created serious dif-
ferences between the two na-
tions. It was withdrawn after the
restoration of  multi-party
democracy in 1990.

In 19892, Kathmandu's at-
tempts to re-introduce the sys-
tem failed after some Indians
challenged it in court. Most
Nepalese, especially the Commu-
nists, fear that the unrestricted
entry of Indians will upset the
kingdom’s demographic bal-
ance.

An Indian embassy official
said, “Work permits are regres-
sive in nature and are in direct
contravention of the 1950 treaty.”

India has never imposed any
restrictions on Nepalese nation-
als entering the country for jobs.
Their number is many times
more than that of Indians work-
ing in Nepal.

There are about 240 Indo-
Nepal joint ventures whose total
investments are worth over Rs
4,600 million in Indian currency.
The embassy official said, “The
number of Indian workers in
such companies is negligible.”

Indian entrepreneurs in
Nepal suggested that the pro-
posed restrictions might lead to
a flight of capital from Nepal
One of them said, “We get most-
ly - skilled hands from India.

AMany industries, especially gar-
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Sher Bahadur Deuba
Relook at labour policy

What the new
rule implies

® Review of the 1950 Indo-
Nepal Treaty of Peace and
Friendship, which calls for
equal treatment of indian
and Nepalese nationals in
each other’s countries

@ The law may hit many
industries in Nepal, espe-
cially garments, for which
most skilled hands are
Indians

@ Other business interests
may also suffer as a sizeable
number of Indians come to
work as teachers, plumbers,
electricians, carpenters,
masons and hawkers.

ments, will collapse in their ab-
sence.”

There is an unspecified num-
ber of individual businesses run
by the Indian community in
Nepal. Besides, a sizeable num-
ber of Indians come to work as
teachers, plumbers, electricians,
carpenters, masons and hawk-

ers. /
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Pak terirorlsts

BYA STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, June 26: The Nepal
government today said it was
aware of the problems created
by Pakistan-backed terrorists
for India and expressed willing-
ness to help India combat them.

Commenting on the Nepalese
position on India vis-a-vis its
problems with Pakistan, a sen-
ior member of the 37-strong
team that landed here this even-
ing — led by King Gyanendra —
said Nepalese intelligence agen-
cies had increased interaction
with their Indian counterparts.

Even though the king de-
clined to brief the media about
the talks he had with chief min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattachariee,
with the latter describing the
meeting as a “courtesy visit”,
senior Nepalese officials in the
delegation said the talks could
not revolve around anything but
the “common security worries”
of the two countries.

“Our intelligence chief, Devi-
ram Sharma, visited Delhi less
than three months back,” one of
them said. “The interactions we
have at various levels focus
mainly on intelligence and infor-
mation-sharing.”

The Indian government,
however, had failed to provide
any “specific information”
about the activities carried out
by Pakistan’s Inter-Services In-
‘elligence on Nepal soil, the offi-
»ials claimed. Besides, the infor-
nation shared by Indian intelli-
rence agencies from time to time
vere more general in nature
~hile Nepal was keen to have
specifics in order to act more ef-
‘ectively, they said.

Nepal also reciprocated with
information about Maoist guer-
rillas who took advantage of the
more than 1,000-km-long interna-
tional border that was, for the
larger part, unmanned. “We have
given a very comprehensive list
to the Indian government,” one
of the officials said, adding that
it contained more than 40 names.

The Nepalese delegation poi-
nted out that Bengal, too, suf-
fered from the Naxalite menace.
“We are aware that the Siliguri
corridor has emerged as one of

King Gyanendra in Calcutta.
Picture by Pabitra Das

the most worrisome points on
the porous border through whi-
ch ultra-Left extremists often
travel from one country to anoth-
er when the going gets hot on
any one side,” an official, associ-
ated with the armed forces, said.

Things would not get any bet- |

ter till the border was regulated,
he added. “District magistrate-
level and superintendent of po-
lice-level interaction have been
increased of late to share in-
formation directly at the ground
level,” he said, explaining that it
gave intelligence and security
agencies more time to act.

The king, accompanied by
wife Komal Rajya Lakshmi and
daughter Prerna Rajya Laksh-
mi, touched down at Dum Dum
airport a little after 5 pm, more
than a quarter of an hour behind
schedule. They were taken to a
five-star hotel located at the cen-
tre of the city. Traffic was stopp-
ed on VIP Road, Eastern Metro-
politan Bypass, Theatre Road
and Chowringhee to let the ento-
urage pass without a hitch. Traf
fic was also stalled when the
king left for Raj Bhavan around
8.30 pm to attend a dinner hosted
by Governor Viren J. Shah.

The king leaves for Guwahati
tomorrow to visit the Kamak-
shya temple. The entourage will
return that evening and visit the
Kalighat temple the next day.

|

Il

1

A R e

jun 2



‘Military help to
a+Nepal will -
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‘By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 25. India’ t way
assured Nepal of continuedymnil-
itary assistance to help comjbat
Maoist insurgency in large plrts
of the kingdom. The promise of
uninterrupted assistance was
given to King Gyanendra by the
Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, at the Rashtrapati Bha-
van here.

India has already supplied
two heliopters, trucks and
bomb disposal equipment
along with some personnel after
the Maoists declared war on the
Government. At the hour-long
meeting with the King, Mr. Fer-
nandes said India would make
special concessions, while sup-
plying additional equipment
sought by Nepal. Military hard-
ware, such as helicopters, utility
vehicles and mine-proof com-
bat vehicles could even be sup-
plied at cost price or on
deferred payment basis.

Mr. Fernandes also promised
specialised anti-insurgency

training to Royal Nepalese Army

officers at the Army’s training
institutes, including the presti-
gious Counter Insurgency &
Jungle Warfare School at Vei-
rengte, Mizoram. The Defence
Minister is also understood to
have discussed the feasibility of

despatching personnel for

training the troops in Nepal.
The Defence Minister's

promise of military assistance

was a follow-up of the discus-

sions held during the Chief of,

Army Staff, S. Padmanabhap’$
five-day visit to Nepal last
month.

Shock over
Minister’s suicide
in Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 25. Political ob-
servers and authorities in Pakis-
tan are baffled over the suicide
committed by Omar Asghar
Khan, who was till recently a
Minister in the Musharraf Gov-
ernment. Mr. Khan, in his early
Forties, had quit the Govern-
ﬁment and founded a political
party, Qaumi Jamhoori Party, to
try his luck in the promised gen-
eral elections to the national
and provincial assemblies in
October.

Reports from Karachi suggest
that Mr, Khan hanged himself
with the ceiling fan to death.
There was some confusion ear-
lier in the day as a wire agency
had said he was shot dead by
unidentified gunmen. The Ka-
rachi police have recovered a
note left behind by Mr. Khan in
his own handwriting. It read “to
all my dear ones. I could not
take it any more. Please excuse
me. I'm doing it on my own. No
one else is to be blamed.”

Country’s interest
will suffer: Pawar

| By Our Special Correspondent
MUMBAL, JUNE 25, The Nationalist
Congress Party President, Sha-
rad Pawar, today denounced
the Centre’s decision to allow
Foreign Direct Investment in
the print media.

Mr. Pawar said at a press con-
ference that the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment seemed to lack the
capacity of taking decisions af-
ter careful consideration. The
decision was highly objection-
able and could cause immense
t harm to the country’s interests.

26 Juv
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Indla dismisses reports on Gyanendra _role

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 24. India today said it does
not share the apprehension that King Gya-
nendra of Nepal might want to expand his
own power at the expense of constitutional
rule in the Himalayan Kingdom.

Briefing reporters here on the talks be-
tween the visiting monarch and the Indian
leaders, the spokeswoman of the Ministry
of External Affairs today reaffirmed that
“constitutional monarchy and multi-party
democracy are two essential pillars for the
stability of Nepal.”

King Gyanendra arrived here last night
on a six-day State visit amidst deepening
political divisions at home that are under-
mining the efforts of the Kingdom to cope
with the security threats from the Maoist
insurgency. There has been speculation in
the Nepal media that the King might want
to use the political crisis to go beyond his
role as a constitutional monarch and some
concern that India might support him in
this endeavour. The spokeswoman dismis-
sed such speculation. King Gyanendra him-

self has been on record statlng he has
enough powers under the constitution and
does not need more.

King Gyanendra had extensive talks to-
day with the President, K.R. Narayanan,
and the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. The Vice-President, Krishan Kant,
and the External Affairs Minister, Jaswant
Singh, called on him.

The consistent message from the Indian
leaders today was that New Delhi believes
democratic governance offers the best way
out of the crisis.

Mr. Narayanan, in his banquet for the
King tonight, pointed out that the “Royal
family in Nepal has played a wise and sig-
nificant role in the democratic develop-
ment of Nepal.”

Stressing the importance of political uni-
ty, he expressed the confidence that
“through the joint efforts of all elements of
the Nepalese polity, Nepal will be able to
overcome the grave challenge” faced by it.

India also signalled its commitment to do
all it can to assist Nepal in dealing with the
Maoist threat. The spokeswoman pointed

out that the assistance mcluded material,
equipment and intelligence s}ﬁrmg.

It is also believed that India had pointed
to the importance of a political resolution
of the problems at hand while using mil-
itary force to deal with the Maoist threat.

While thanking India for its assistance,
King Gyanendra emphasised that his own |
approach, as Commander-in-Chief of the
armed forces of Nepal, is to win the “hearts
and minds” of the people in dealing with
the insurgency.

The Government today rejected specula-
tion in a section of the media here that In-
dia is concerned about the attempts by
Nepal to play New Delhi and Beijing against
each other.

Calling such reports “completely without
foundation,” the spokeswoman said it at-
taches “special importance” to the visit of
King Gyanendra who has chosen India as
his first destination abroad.

In his talks, King Gyanendra referred to
his planned trip to China next month and
that he had looked forward to the Indian
visit and was pleased to be here.
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Indla to help Nepal ﬁght

HT Correspondent L

New Delhi, June 24 IR

REINFORCING ITS support to
multi-party democracy and
constitutional monarchy, India
today offered all possible help to
Nepal in combating the chal-
lenge posed by the Maoists as
the two countries pledged not to
allow their soil to be used by el-
ements inimical to each other.

Visiting Nepalese King Gya-
nendra was assured during his
meetings with the Indian lead-
ership that New Delhi “totally
supported” the efforts being
made by Nepal at this “testing
and trying time” in fighting ter-
rorism and that it would extend
whatever help was necessary in
meeting the challenge thrown
by the Maoists in the Hi-
malayan kingdom.

King Gyanendra, who isona
six-day state visit, stressed the
need for the two countries to
take their ties to “new levels
and break free of the mindset
that may have coloured this re-
lationship in the past”.

Setting aside protocol, Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
hosted an exclusive private din-
ner for the King at his resi-
dence last night, which was at-
tended by former Prime Minis-
ter I K Gujral, External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh, Infor-
mation Minister Sushma
Swaraj and top officials.

“This unique and special

Nepal's King Gyanendra with Atal Blhari'Vajpayee in New Delhi on Monday.

gesture underlines the excel-
lent yapport and understand-
ing between the leadersmps of
the tWo countries,” an Externa)
Affairs Ministry spokesperson
said today

THe King began his official
engagements with a ceremonial
reception at Rashtrapati Bha.
van this'morning. Gyanendra
who is on’his first visit abroad
after his coronatmn in Junelas’

I

year, held wide-ranging discus-
sions with Vajpayee on the en-
tire gamut of bilateral relations
besides exchanging views on
the situation in the region.

He also held talks with Vice-
President Krishan Kant and
the External Affairs Minister
during which it was conveyed
that the Maoist insurgency be-
ing faced by Nepal posed a
threat to the region.

Mamsts

[

AP PHOTO

At a banquet in the
monarch’s honour tonight,
President K R Narayanan said
as a neighbour and close friend,
India was much distréssed by
the “mindless violence” un-
leashed by the Maoists in pur-
suit of extremist ideologies.

He said New Delhi would con-
tinue to support the Nepalese
Government for the steps taken
by it to maintain peace.
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India reaffirms support to
- democracy in Nepal

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 21. As it prepares to wel-
come King Gyanendra of Nepal next week,
the Government today reaffirmed its sup-
port to constitutional monarchy and multi-
party democracy in the Himalayan
Kingdom.

The first visit abroad by the new King of
Nepal, Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev,
comes amidst deepening political and se-
curity crises within the nation and an in-
creasing international involvement in
assisting the kingdom to overcome them.

The Government today expressed its
strong political empathy with Nepal as it
copes with a very grave terrorist challenge

! from the Maoist insurgency that is threat-
i ening the very foundations of the state in
| Kathmandu.

’ As internal political divisions within the
| kingdom, reflected in the recent split in the
‘ ruling Nepali Congress Party, undermine
| the ability of Nepal to deal with one of the
’ most difficult moments in its history, India
{ is stressing the importance of a political
i reconciliation within the framework of con-

stitutional democracy.

The spokeswoman of the Foreign Office
today underlined that “constitutional mon-
archy and multiparty democracy are the
twin pillars that will provide stability” to
Nepal.

Pointing to the special importance that
the Government attached to the week-long
visit of the King Gyanendra, the spokeswo-
man stressed India’s desire to “further di-
versify” relations with Nepal whose
geographic proximity and civilisational
links make it a very special neighbour.

Informed sources here say the visit by the
King is likely to go beyond ceremony and
involve substantive talks with the Indian
leadership.

Although King Gyanendra is a constitu-
tional monarch, he is a hands-on ruler who
takes deep interest in the affairs of the king-
dom. All bilateral issues of interest are likely
to be discussed in some depth between the
King and his Indian interlocutors.

As the commander-in-chief of the Nepa-
lese armed forces, King Gyanendra has also
been closely monitoring the current, in-
tense military campaign against the Maoist
insurgency. In dealing with the insurgency,
India is apparently suggesting “a judicious
mix of political persuasion and military co-
ercion’’, sources in the Government say.

India also appears to be pleased with the
thoughtful remarks of King Gyanendra on
the eve of his visit to India. Reflecting on
the complexity of Indo-Nepal relations,
King Gyanendra said the two sides should
not let “past regrets and future fears” be-
come “the twin thieves” who rob the op-
portunities of the present.

L o
SRvE,

Less than two days before his visit, a Brit-
ish-led international conference on devel-
oping a coordinated global strategy to
deliver effective economic and security as-
sistance to Nepal concluded in London to-
day.

The two key neighbours of Nepal — India
and China — took part in this conference
along with the United States, Japan and the
European Union.

While working with the Western coun-
tries to assist Nepal to deal with its internal
threats, India is cautioning against raising
political hackles in Beijing which might be
concerned about deepening Western invol-
vement in Nepal.

In his remarks, King Gyanendra seemed :
aware of the dangers when he stated that
Nepal is seeking international assistance to
“help us help ourselves”. King Gyanendra is
slated to visit China next month.

King Gyanendra arrives here on Sunday .
evening and will be formally welcomed on
Monday morning. He will hold consulta-
tions with the President, K.R. Narayanan,
and the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. The entire Indian establishment in-
cluding key Cabinet Ministers and former
Prime Ministers will call on the J(fng. After
his talks in the capital, King Gyanendra
heads to Kolkata and Guwahati where he
will visit the famed Kamakhya temple.
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- Nepal to get
more military

aid from India
" |

&

\ \
Kathmandu: Chief of\(é}ta.ff 1

of the Indian Army, Gen. |
Sunderjan Padmanabhan, |
said here on Thursday that
India would be providing
more military aid to Nepal in
its fight against Maoist
rebels.

After felicitating Indian
army personnel who last
week successfully climbed
Mt. Annapurna, Padmanab-
han said that as per the
Nepal government’s request,
India would provide more
arms, ammunition and other
assistance.

“India will stand true
shoulder to shoulder with
Nepal in every possible way,”
he said. “If there is a re-
quirement of military assis-
tance in terms of weapons
and ammunition of various
types, we will be very glad to
share what we have with
Nepal. And I know there is
quite a lot in the pipeline. It
should be coming..I don’t
know whether helicopters
are part of the package.”

Asked to be more specific,
he said small arms, arma-
ments of various types like
mortars, ammunition for
smaller arms and mortars,
some other vehicles, couple
of helicopters, training as-
sistance, or anything that the
Royal Nepal Army requires
would be provided.

By Suman Pradhan
Times NEws NETWORK ¢

The additional assistance |

to Nepal is a shot in the arm
of Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, who has been
appealing for military aid to
the international communi-
ty to combat Maoist rebels.

India has already provided
two Cheetah helicopters,
some heavy lorries and arms
and ammunition. But the
government of Nepal has re-
quested for more assistance.

Speaking on the Maoist in-
surgency in Nepal, Gen. Pad-
manabhan said, “I think the
army is doing a great job
here. Their tactics appear to
be very sensibly formulated.
I am very pleased...And as a
person involved in counter-
insurgency operations in my
own country, I did make
some suggestions”.
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2 India gifts three
' Airbus to

‘<0 Afghanistan

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 7. The Civil Avia-
tion Ministry has gifted three
Air-India Airbus-300-B4 aircraft
to Ariana Afghan Airlines as part
of a reconstruction package to
Afghanistan.

The aircraft, which were op-

‘| erating on the Gulf route, were

going to be sold to Indian Air-
lines. They will now be replaced
with Airbus-310s that the Mah-
araja will hire on lease later this
month.

The $7-million gift was
pledged by the Minister for Civil
Aviation, Shahnawaz Hiissain,
to the visiting Afghan Minister
for Civil Aviation, Zalmai Ra-
sool, here today.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs will reimburse the cost of
the aircraft to Al through the
Civil Aviation Ministry.

The Afghan team will visit
Mumbai tomorrow to inpect
the planes. :

Mr Rasool said the 265-seater
airplanes would be operated to
European destinations includ-
ing London, Frankfurt and Pa-
ris. There are also plans to open
new destinations such as Tash-
kant, Teheran and possibly,
Islamabad.

None of the Indian carriers is

‘yet flying to Afghanistan. Mr.

Hussain said that talks were on
with China for use of its air-
space and, if successful, west-
bound Indian carriers would
avoid the Pakistan airspace per-
manently and fly over Leh and
China.

At present, Ariana operates
between Kabul and Delhi, Kabul
and Dubai, Sharjah through its
two 120-seater Boeing 727 air-
craft.

Under the bilateral air servic-
es agreement between India
and Afghanistan, Ariana can op-
erate four times a week to Delhi
and twice to Amritsar.

It operates twice or once with
about 66 per cent load factor.

Mr. Rasool said Afghanistan
was looking to India for help in ,
rebuilding civil aviation infras-
tructure, its airports, technical
support, training of pilots, air
traffic controllers, in comput-
ers, management and finances.

Besides, the three Airbus air-
craft, Al will ‘lease’ a team of 12
pilots, instructors and trainers
to Ariana for tzaining their pi-
lots, who at present fly Boeing
727 on the Kabul-Delhi sector
and to Dubai and Sharjah.

Ariana pilots would be
trained on the Airbus-300 air-
craft. After the initial three-
months training, the Afghan air-
line will sign in some retired
pilots from Indian Airlines or Air
India to be present in the cock-
pit for ’the cockpit to be safe”.

Later, speaking to mediaper-
sons, Mr. Hussain said the first
Airbus would be delivered to Ar-
iana by the end of this month.

Answering questions, he said
the Comprehensive Civil Avia-
tion Policy was being given final
touches in consultation with the
Planning Commission and the
Finance Ministry. Road shows
were over for the leasing of in-
ternational airports in four met-
YOS.

He said there was no plan as
of now to cancel the operating
licence of Jet Airways which had
sought security clearance for
some of its directors.

The Civil Minister will follow
the decision of the Home Minis-
try, he said.

THE HINDU




/Vigil along
Nepal border

STATESMAN NEWS SE
s

SILIGURI, May £ - The
SSB has stepped up vi
along Sikkim’s border with
Nepal. This follows fresh
clashes between security
forces and Maoist insur-
gents in Nepal.
Former Sikkim chief minis-
ter Mr Nar Bahadur Bhan-
dari has alleged that Mao-
ists rebels sneak in to the
state through the porous
border and take shelter. In-
telligence reports have cor-
roborated this claim. Offi-
cials said senior Maoist
leaders have occasionally
held secret meetings in
areas close to Siliguri.
Police and Intelligence
agencies suspect that the
Maoists rebels are being ac-
tively supported by some lo-
cal groups. “Such groups are
providing safe accommoda-
tion to insurgents on the
run from Nepal,” a police of-
ficer said. “The deployment
of the SSB at the border is
likely to discourage surrep-
titious movement of ultras,
particularly through re-
mote areas.”
Deployed at the border
since last year, the SSB has
already set up several posts
up to Simana near Darjeel-
ing. However, force deploy-
ment at the upper ridges,
which includes Sikkim’s
border with Nepal, was not
possible earlier because of
the terrain and hazardous
climate. Availability of
troops was also a major hur-
dle, it was learnt.
“Our officers are currently
conducting a survey of high
altitude areas, looking for
suitable spots to set up
posts,” Mr A Negi, SSB IG,
North Bengal, Bihar and
Sikkim division, said. “After
the survey is completed, we
shall start constructing the
posts and begin troop de-
ployment.” The Darjeeling
district police has also been
put on high alert.

TR STATESMAN
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y tradition and conventxon every
Nepalese Prime Minister pays an

official visit to India soon after
assuming office. By that yardstick, the

six-day goodwill visit of Prime, Minister -

Sher Bahadur Deuba in March was
relatively delayed. However, no Nepalese
Prime Minister had visited India under
such difficult domestic circumstances.
The Maoist insurgericy and the resultant
state of emergency since 26 November
contributed both to the delay and the
importance of the Deuba-VaJpayee
summit.

The speeches made by the two Prime
Ministers at the Hyderabad House
dinner hosted by Atal Behari Vajpayee
made these things quite clear. It was

clear from the outset that the two Prime_
Ministers meant business and that their

officials had done good homework.
Vajpayee and Deuba reiterated the.
determination of the two countries to
work closely in fighting the scourge of
terrorism, which was “adversely affecting
peace and stabjlity in the region” and was

impeding socio-economic development. -

They reiterated their opposition-to the
“use of violence in the pursuit of political
and ideological objectives”.

Commitment

The Indian side condemned the
“widespread attacks by the Maoists in
Nepal”, and reiterated its support “for
the steps taken by the government of
Nepal to maintain peace and security in
the country”. On its part, the Nepali side
“deplored the brutal attack on the Indian
Parliament” on 13 September and
“expressed its support for India in its
efforts to confront the challenge of
terrorism”. The Prime Ministers renewed
the commitment of their countries not to
allow their respective territories to be
used for activities inimical to the interest
of the other. They noted the outcome of
the discussions held by the two
governments’ home secretaries in New
Delhi between 6 and 7 February and
:mphasised the need for expeditious
implementation of the decisions taken at
that meeting, including an early
conclusion of the Agreement for Mutual
Legdl Assistance and updating the
Extradition Treaty. The 12-Article India-
Nepal Treaty of Extwadtition was signed
by the then Indian Ambassador to Nepal,
Bhalchandra Krishna Gokhale, and the
then Nepalese Prime Minister, Matrika
Prasad Koirala, in Kathmandu, on 2
October 1953.

Significantly, Deuba and Vajpayee
agreed on the need to prevent the misuse
of the open border by terrorists,
criminals and other undesirable elements
and directed that “cooperation in this

The author is Hon. Director, South Asian
Studies Foundation, New Delhi.

regard be enhanced”. It was agreed that
the discussions: on the management of

‘the border would continue in the Joint -
Working Group on Border Management .

between the two Home Secretaries.
Deuba’s delegation was relatively big,
comprising his wife Dr Arzoo Deuba,
water resources minister Bijay Kumar
Gachhedar, industry, commerce and

supply minister Purna Bahadur Khadka,
science and technology state minister
Bhakta Bahadur Balyar, foreign affairs
state minister Arjun Jung Bahadur Singh,

a group of parliamentarians, with the
notable exception of on€ from the main
opposition the UML, senior officials of
His Majesty’s government of Nepal and
business and trade leaders from the
kingdom.

Trade Treaty

The two sides noted with satisfaction
that the India-Nepal Trade Treaty had
been renewed for five years till 5 March
2007 with mutually agreed amendments.
They expressed the hope that the new
‘Treaty would pave the way for increased
bilateral trade and encourage the pace
and process of industrialisation in the
Himalayan kingdom. :

The Nepalese side requested that
various taxes and levies imposed prior to
the renewal of the trade treaty may be

reviewed. The two South Asian states.

agreed to expeditiously conclude the
Bilateral Investment Promotion and
Protection Agreement which would
provide a framework for the promotion
of Indian investment in Nepal.

Nepal and India agreed to resolve, as
early as possible, the difficulties faced in
exports from the former to the latter of

_By PARMANAND

N\ Deuba’s Visit Helps Remove M|sunderstand|ngs

agricultural and primary products
because of the quarantine regulations in
India. They also agreed to expedite the

-setting up of testing facilities at Gorakh-

pur and Raxaul — as agreed earlier — so
as to facilitate Nepalese food exports to
India. The Nepalese side also requested
that similar facilities be established at
other major border trading routes
between the two countries.

Inevitably, water resources constituted
a significant component of the bilateral
discussions. Deuba had -signed the

Mahakali Treaty with PV NaraSImha Rao-

in New Delhi in 1996. The Prime Minis-
ters reiterated that the implementation
of the Mahakali Treaty would be given
high priority.

In this context, they directed the two

_ sides to complete the Joint Detailed

Project Report of Pancheshwar Project.
They also stressed the importance of the
role of the Joint Task Force in flood
control and forecasting and agreed that
there should be close consultations on
flood control structures and preparation
of a Master Plan on flood forecasting.
The 1950 Treaty has, for more than a
decade, remained a means of playing to
the gallery for political parties. Thanks to
the Maoist insurgency, it has, for some
time, been occupying a back seat. On its
part, India has reportedly gone to the

extent of offering to agree to the abroga- .

tion of this Treaty, if Nepal so desired.
Article 10 of the 31 July 1950 Treaty of
Peace and Friendship says: “This Treaty
shall remain in force until it is terminated
by either party by giving one year’s
notice”. Significantly, the 1950 Treaty
does not have any provision for revision

or updating.

~- .COMING CLOSER

The 1950 Treaty gets a rriention in the
23 March joint press statement in New
Delhi. It says the Prime Ministers noted
that in accordance with the earlier deci-
sion that the foreign secretaries under-
take a review of all issues pertaining to
the 1950 Treaty, they “had held their first
round of discussions in January 2001 and
had agreed to continue their discus-
sions”.

. Boundary panel

Not less significantly, the two Prime
Ministers noted the importance of a
scientifically demarcated “alignment of
the international boundary between
India and Nepal”. They reviewed the
progress in the work of the Joint Techni-
cal Level Boundary Committee and
directed the committee to complete its
task by 2003.

It is worth mentioning that the two
Prime Ministers reiterated that in case

- the committee was unable to reach

“mutually - acceptable agreement on
certain specific segments of the boundary
despite its best efforts, detailed reports
on these pockets, including a compilation

- of the available evidence, would be

submitted to the two governments for
their consideration” .

The two premiers also discussed the
disputed territory of Kalapani and
directed the joint working group of the
joint technical-level boundary committee
o “expeditiously complete its examina-

" tion of the facts relating to the alignment

of the boundary in the western sector,
including the Kalapani area, and in other
pockets, where there were differences in
perceptions of the two sides”.

It was against the backdrop of these
exhaustive discussions that Deuba invit-
ed Vajpayee to pay an official visit to
Nepal. The invitation was accepted.
Hence on his arrival at Kathmandu’s
Tribhuvan International Airport on 25
March, Deuba described his visit as “a
success on all fronts” and “fruitful”. He
told a press conference that the two sides
discussed “substantive matters in a spirit
of friendship and goodwill”. He was
right. Not everyone in Nepal, though,
seems to be in agreement. Former fore-
ign mingster and Rashtriya ‘Prajatantra.
Party MP,-Dr Prakash Chandra Lohani,
commented: “It was just a travel trip at
the taxpayer’s expense”.

Nepal Sabhavana Party MP Rajendra
Mahto, however, said in an interview that
the visit>would go a long way in
increasing meaningful and  fruitful

cooperation  between the fwo
geographically and' socially close
neighbours.

True, only time will show the impact of
the summit, but it is beyond debate that
both Nepal and India tried their best to
come close to each other as fruitfully as
possible by removing as many mis-
understandings as possible. /



India returns

Nepal

FROM SEEMA GUHAG <

New Delhi, April 18: Nepal has
welcomed India’s move to turn
in wounded Maoist insurgents
who cross over to Bihar and
other eastern states back to
Kathmandu.

“This is a positive step and
will be a major psychological
blow to Maoist cadre who were
confident they just had to cross
over to Bihar or Bengal to get
treatment or escape the Nepali
army,” Nepal’'s former foreign
minister Chakra Bastola told
The Telegraph.

If India continues to hand
over Maoist guerrillas taking
refuge in the country, it would be
a serious setback for the mili-
tants. Bastola hopes this trend
will continue as it can be of great
help to the Nepalese army and
police fighting the Maoists.

But most Nepalis believe this
is too little too late. Bastola said
the general perception in Nepal
was that New Delhi could do
much more to help but was not
paying enough attention be-
cause the Maoist movement was
not hurting India.

However, India is worried be-
cause the Nepali Maoists are in
close touch with its own ultra
Left radicals. Intelligence agen-
cies are worried about the coop-
eration between the Maoists in
Nepal and the Maoist Commu-
nist Centre (MCC) in Bihar, the
People’s War Group in Andhra
Pradesh and various Naxalite
factions all over the country.

Despite the misgivings of
many quarters in Kathmandu,
New Delhi is aware of the seri-
ous crisis unfolding in Nepal.
India is doing its bit to help,
knowing well that an unstable
Nepal is not in India’s best inter-
ests.

Indian diplomats say the gov-
ernment could do much more to
help Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba, but for the wide-
spread suspicion among the
Nepali Opposition and intelli-
gentsia of New Delhi’s motives.
The last thing on India’s mind is

to stir a controversy and embar- |* -

rass the Deuba government that
is already under attack from sev-
~eral quarters.

“We will help quietly without
making a noise or show about
it,” said an official.

In fact, India will begin send-
ing small arms and other mili-
tary hardware for the Nepali
army beginning May 1. India is
also helping Nepal to negotiate
the purchase of more than 20
helicopters from Ukraine. The
helicopters will help the army to
fly sorties and spot Maoist guer-
rillas holed up in their mountain
strongholds. The choppers have
been offered by the US as Wash-
ington’s contribution to Nepal’s
fight against terrorists.

Bastola hopes India will fol-
low this with other equally im-
portant steps. Many front organ-
isations of the Maoists are oper-
ating openly in India. Nepal
wants New Delhi to ook into the

els

Bastola

finances of these groups and
monitor their members closely.

Kathmandu suspects funds
for the Maoist cause are sent by
non-resident Nepalese through
the Nepali Ekta Samaj. The Ekta
Samaj, a parent organisation of
the Maoists, operates openly in
several Indian cities, including
Delhi. According to Bastola, the
Ekta Samaj has been working in
India for the last 30 years and
was initially set up to help
Nepalese workers living in this
country.

Today the organisation is
packed with Maoist sympathis-
ers. Nepal wants the Indian gov-
ernment to freeze the bank ac-
counts of the Ekta Samaj, as the
funds raised here are used to buy
weapons for the Maoists.

In one of their strategy pa-
pers, the Maoists talked about
how to strengthen their organi-
sations in India. In fact, the
Maoists say their movenient has
two arms, one in Nep#l and the
other in India.

-



Delhi cool to Koirala

C\f %TROM PRANAY SHARMA |.

New Delhi, April 17: Former Nepali
Prime Minister G.P. Koirala has made it
clear that he will do nothing at the mo- 3
ment to destabilise the Sher Bahadur
Deuba government in Kathmandu. But
he added that any proposed constitu- ¥
tional amendments should not expand
the king’s role. _

The president of the ruling Nepali
Congress, who is here ostensibly to at- ~
tend the 75th birthday celebration of
former Prime Minister Chandra She-
khar and also on an invitation from BJP chief Jana
Krishnamurthi, met other Indian leaders during
his stay in the capital over the past few days.

His mission, though not explicitly stated, is to
assess if Delhi would be supportive of a proposed
campaign in Kathmandu to replace Deuba. Going
by the indication that he received from the leaders
here, South Block is in no mood to rally behind any
move that will destabilise the present regime in
Nepal.

Party insiders said a move is on in the Nepali
Congress to get Deuba replaced. But it requires the
final nod from Koirala, who is not only the party
president, but also one of its most influential lead-
ers. “I don’t believe in changing governments
through no confidence motions,” said Koirala, a
victim of a similar move last year.

Asked about the possibility of a change in
guard in Nepal, the former Prime Minister today
said: “Changing the Deuba government will de-
pend on the situation.”

Though he did not elaborate, it was clear that
Koirala would review his stand to support the ex-
tension of Emergency by the Nepal government to
deal with the Maoist rebels at the end of the three-
month period.

Deuba: Seat safe?

Koirala is aware that Deuba,m

recently visited Delhi, enjoys the confi-
dence of the Indian leaders and any
move to destabilise him at this junct-
ure would not find favour with the Vaj-
payee government and other key mem-
bers in the Indian establishment. The
move for him now is to wait and watch.

The Nepali Congress president
tried to play down the differences with-
inthe party. “It is natural for any demo-
cratic party to have differences and to
encourage debates. Unless that hap-
pens, a party cannot move forward.”
He also clarified his support to the imposition of
Emergency in Nepal. “Emergency cannot find a
place in a democracy, but then you have to do it at
times to deal with extraordinary situations.”

However, his apparent support to Deuba did not
stop Koirala from throwing a few barbs at his party
rival. “When you are in a minority, you have to
make adjustments with undesirable elements. The
Deuba government which is in the minority is
making such adjustments which in the long run
may prove to be costly.” Though he did not specify
the “ undesirable elements”, he could have hinted
at the relationship of convenience between Deuba
and the palace.

Asked if King Gyanendra had a greater role to
play in the country, Koirala made it clear that the
king, under the present Constitution, only had a
nominal role to play. “He is a constitutional
monarch and should not get involved in the day-to-
day running of the government and administra-
tive affairs,” he said.

The former Prime Minister felt that the Maoist
insurgents were not only isolated by world opinjon
but also by Nepalis because of their mindless/acts
of violence against innocent people and
tion of government property.
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/ India’s Nepal policy remains shortsighted and Indocentric

A\
W

he Nepalese prime minis-

ter, Sher Bahadur Deuba,

was in Delhi in the third

week of March. He re-

turned via Calcutta to
Kathmandu over the weekend of
March 24 to 26. His programme and
discussions conformed to the protocol
requirements in cosmetic terms but
the substance of his discussions with
our leaders do not seem to have been
responsive to the political, economic
and strategic imperatives which
should be governing Indo-Nepal rela-
tions at this critical juncture. Deuba’s
trip to New Delhi took place in the
background of serious political turm-
oil and economic uncertainties in Ne-
pal. This was the first visit from Nepal
by Deuba after the tragic assassination

of the previous Nepalese king and his -

family. King Gyanendra is still to fully
stabilize his constitutional authority
in thé Nepalese power structure. The
Maoist insurgency in eastern and cen-
tral Nepal continues unabated despite
the deployment of the Nepalese army
and its dedicated efforts to counter the
anarchy sought to be spread deliber-
ately by Maoist insurgents.

Despite the fact that the domestic .

crisis in the Nepalese polity at the
most fundamental levels is related to
institutional strength and political co-
hesion, the major political parties in
Nepal remain faction-ridden. The do-
mestic security situation seems to be
compounded further by some of the
Maoists operating from the Indian
states of eastern Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar bordering Nepal. Nepal’s prob-
lems with Bhutan about refugees of
Nepalese origin from Bhutan resident
in Nepal is not fully resolved. Nepal’s
economy stands disrupted due not
only to the Maoist insurgency but also
due to the endemic problems of unem-
ployment, inflation and the imbal
ances in the levels of development
within different parts of Nepal.

the doldrums because of the differ-

ences of opinion between Nepal
and India on important issues like gen-
eration of hydro-elcctric power, trade
and transit arrangements and the or-
ganization of joint security arrange-
ments against violent and disruptive
activities undertaken by various disaf-
fected groups on both sides of the bor-
der. Controversies related to trade and
‘transit arrangements have re-surfaced
with Indian concerns about unfair ad-
vantage being taken by traders, to
flood the Indian markets with non-
Nepalese goods, utilizing the tariff and
non-tariff concessions available to
Nepal under thesextsting Indo-Nepa-
lese trade agreements. Differences on
territorial issues like those of Kala-
pani and macro-level political issues
like revision of the Indo-Nepalese
treaty of 1950, still remain unresolved.

The prime ministers, Deuba and
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, had a long and
substantive agenda to deal with, had
they the time and the inclination to re-

I ndo-Nepal relations still remain in

The author is former foreign
secretary of India

J.N. DIXTT

palese relations with-
in the framework of a longer strategic
perspective. Thi§ did not happen be-
cause Deuba was toncerned with im-
mediate priorities which were to seek
Indian cooperation in countering the
unstable security situation created by
Nepalese Maoists, to finalize a new
trade and transit treaty, as the previous
treaty’s term is coming to an end, and
to move forward on important projects
of economic cooperation, particularly
in the power sector (related to the Ma-

hakali project) which have been hang-
ing fire since 1996.

At the same time, Vajpayee was en-
meshed in the crises resulting from the
communal riots in Gujarat, the temple-
mosque controversy in Ayodhya and
the problems related to pushing
through the prevention of terrorism
ordinance in Parliament. He was also
engaged in preparing for his visit to
Singapore and Cambodia in the first
half of April. Both sides, therefore fo-
cussed on an agenda limited to imme-
diate concerns. One must add in paren-
thesis that Indian security concerns
regarding the activities of Pakistan-
sponsored terrorist groups from
Nepalese sanctuaries also formed part
of the agenda.

The outcome of the discussions on
all counts has been less than satisfacto-
ry, particularly about long-term Indo-
Nepalese relations. The only exception
was the decision taken by the two gov-
ernments to structure and implement
substantive and intense cooperation
arrangements to counter terrorist vio-
lence on both sides of the border. India
has also agreed to provide training fa~
cilities and defence supplies to Nepal,
in terms of its present urgent and ex-
panded needs.

The discussions on other remain-
ing subjects remained ambiguous and
palliative, though they were couched

O

in positive terms in official pronounce-
ments on the results of the visit. Dis-
cussions on the important subject of
trade and transit arrangements were
inconclusive with India taking a strict
view about third country goods enter-
ing the Indian market, in violation of
transit and tariff concessions extend-
ed to Nepal. The point of fact is that
this violation or taking of unfair ad-
vantage is primarily indulged in by In-
dian traders or traders of Indian ori-
gin resident in Nepal. Even at the lev-

‘ This was the first visit
by Deuba since the
assassination of the

former king of Nepal ,

els of organizational and administra-
tive efficiency of the Nepalese trade
and customs services. To put the entire
blame on Nepal and to expect Nepal to
take preventive action is an unfair ap-
proach as this is what seems to have
been the negotiating brief articulated
by the Indian side.

There are even reports that senior
officials of our commerce ministry
were abrupt and unilateral in making
demands in this respect. This is a polit-
ically inept and decidedly negative ap-
proach towards a smaller neighbour
which could have been avoided. While
stressing the factor of unfair advan-
tage being taken of Indo-Nepalese con-
fessional trade and transit arrange-
ments, our approach should have been
to offer to take firm action against In-
dian traders participating in this per-
nicious activity which is detrimental
to the long-term economic interests of
both Nepal and India.

A more basic question which India
should have asked itself was whether

Borderline triendship

the extent and value of the unfair
entry of third-country goods into India
would really do any substantive harm
to the Indian econonty. Answers to
these questions should not have been
based on the agitation and concerns of
sections of our trading community but
it should have been formulated and
transmuted into Indian policies in the
framework of the long-term political
interest of evolving a stable relation-
ship with Nepal which merits India’s
patience and accommodation.

he equally important proposed
Mahakali hydel power project

which would have the capacity
of generating nearly 6,000 megawatts
of power has not moved forward since
1996 when the Mahakali power project
agreement was signed between the
then Congress government in India
and the government of Nepal. The
project was to go on steam within a
year or two of the agreement having
been signed. But it did not take off due
to the interminable debates about

- what would be more advantageous pri-

marily for India, thermal power versus
hydel power, which could come from
Nepal under thisproject.

There are also differences of opin-
ion about the cost of distributing this
power in India, a part of which would
benefit Nepalese economy. The long-
standing issues about settling the
Kalapani territorial disputes and the
revision of the basic Indo-Nepalese
treaty of 1950 were not touched upon in
detail during Deuba’s visit, given their
complexity and controversies related
to them. One does not quite under-
stand why India does not implement
its decision to re-negotiate the 1950
treaty with Nepal in a manner which
would be mutually satisfactory and
which would be responsive to Nepal’s
sensitivities and would preserve
India’s imperatively important rela-
tions with Nepal.

Deuba’s visit to Calcutta and dis-
cussions with the chief minister of
West Bengal, Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee, is reflective of his desire to apprise
the West Bengal government about his
concerns and to seek West Bengal’s co-
operation, both in trade and transit as
well as security matters. Reports are
that the West Bengal government re-
sponded with understanding to
Deuba’s advocacy.

jacket of assertiveness and exces-

sively narrow Indocentric consid-
erations. The argument that India
should be generous with its smaller
neighbours put forward by some ana-
lysts is not a relevant point. Generosity
smacks of a certain incipient big
brotherly hegemonistic attitude. A co-
operative and accommodating ap-
proach towards Nepal is of utmost and
vital interest to India in political,
geostrategic and economic terms.
Good Indo-Nepalese relations have
ramifications for our relations with
other neighbours in the south Asian
association for regional cooperation as
well as with China. This is the empiri-
cal reality to which our Nepal policy

should respond: /

I ndia seems to be imprisoned in a
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to leave Bhutan ‘)vsgﬁw’*”

By Shankhadeep Choudhury
Times News Network
GUWAHATT: Bhutan King Jigme
Singye Wangchuck has recently
visited a militant camp to persuade
top functionaries of the banned
United Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA) to leave his country,

according to reports.

Sources said that the Bhutanese
ruler had visited the Phakupang
camp of Ulfa, in south Bhutan, and
had discussions with the outfit’s
chairman, Aurobindo Rajkhowa,
and political advisor, B. Borgohain,
for about an hour.

When contacted, a spokesperson
at the Royal
Bhutanese
Embassy in New
Delhi, who request-
ed anonymity,
admitted that the
king had toured
south Bhutan last
month.

Significantly, the
Bhutanese authori-

firm ‘or aeny the His Majesty visited the  Com..  besides
king’s visit % the Militancy-affected areas ber of cadres.
Ulfa camp. The With government officials Besides Ulta, the
SPokesperson toverity on the spot that banned Natona
gggl snoouin;oar‘mae- the four Ulfa camps had of rBodoland
tion” on thisissue.  been closed down as per (NDFB) and the
o TSPomSe o the agreement roached K am (hapus
dent’s queries, both in June last year’ Organisation
over telephone and R AN (KLO) also have

through e-mail, the spokesperson
forwarded an official reply from
Bhutan’s director of bilateral
affairs, Daw Penjo, which said, “In
February, His' Majesty visited the
militancy-affected areas in
Samdrup Jongkhar and Sarpang
districts. His Majesty also went
there with government officials to
verify on the spot that the four
Ulfa camps had been closed down
as per the agreement reached in
June last year and it was confirmed
that these camps had been

~ *+ . removed.”

Interestingly, even though the

King. Wangéhuk

/Wf;;gchuck attempts
to persuade Ulfa rebels-

-~

Bhutanese official was silent on the
king’s visit, he vehemently denied
that King Wangchuck had partici-
pated in any feast in the Ulfa camp,
saying that the “feast was a figment
of imagination and baseless”.

Intelligence sources here, how-
ever, not only confirmed the king’s
visit but also said that during the
hour-long  discussions, King
Wangchuck appreciated “Ulfa for
closing down four of its camps
inside Bhutan”.

“The king also urged upon the
rebel outfit to close its central
headquarters very soon. Ulfa lead-
ers promised the king that they
would discuss the
issue amongst
themselves,” the
sources said. After
an agreement in
June last year,
Ulfa had prom-
ised to close down
four of its nine
camps in the
Himalayan king-

bases in Bhutan, where around
2,000-0dd cadres are housed.

Interestingly, this is not the first
time that the king had an interac-
tion with the militants. Mr Penjo, in
his official statement, also admitted
how, in November 2001, Arabinda
Rajkhowa met the king in the
Bhutanese capital of Thimpu to
discuss this issue.

This apart, revelations by arrest-
ed Ulfa cadres show that King
Wangchuck had earlier visited the
Enigma A camp of the outfit, close
to the Nanglam electricity sub-sta-
tion in Bhutan. /
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Nepal and India still
haven’t stopped scoring
points of each other,
says JYOTI MALHOTRA

HE message from the visit of

Nepalese Prime Minister Sher

Bahadur Deuba to India last

week is loud and clear: When
New Delhi sneezes, Kathmandu catches
abad, bad case of the “flu.

That should have been an occasion to
take a big picture view of what both sides
generously call a “very special relation-
ship”, was often reduced to the diplo-
matic mockery of a shopping list, with
New Delhi and Kathmandu scoring off
and tallying points about what they had
received in return for what they had to

- give away. So if India had agreed to train
Nepalese forces in counter-insurgency
to deal with the Maoist uprising as well
as give them arms, Nepal had agreed to
seriously move on implementing the
Mahakali river water treaty. Meanwhile,
if Kathmandu was upset with the newly
renewed Trade treaty and felt New Delhi
was forcing it down its throat, well, too
bad.

One long-term observer of Indo-
Nepal affairs put it succinctly, “There’s a
world of difference in the bilateral rela-
tionship between the *60s and now. In
the ’60s Indians would say, ‘Nepali
haraam hain, magar yeh apne hi haraam
hain (the Nepalese are unreliable, but
they are our own).” Today, they simply
say, “Nepaali poorey haraam hain (the
Nepalese are completely unreliable).”

New Delhi’s ties with Kathmandu, in
fact, are degenerating so quickly, some
say they could touch the nadir of the late
1980s, when Rajiv Gandhi as PM tough-
ened trade and transit restrictions to the
extent of blockading this land-locked
country from the rest of the world and
setting into motion a huge chain of bitter
events. As the cost of salt — and every-
thing else — then touched the sky in
Kathmandu, “India” became a byword
for everything big, bad and ugly.

Certainly, 2002 is not 1989, but in the
mind of the average Nepali, it’s not too
far. The story goes that Commerce min-

Sher Bahadur Deuba, his wife and son being received in New Delhi. Anil Sharma

New Delhi’s ties with Kathmandu are
degenerating fast. PM Deuba’s visit was often
reduced to the mockery of a shopping list

ister Deepak Chatterjee, while renegoti-
ating the trade treaty a few weeks ago,

-couldn’t help insulting his Nepali coun-

terpart. “I have half-an-hour,” Chatter-
jee is said to have told him, looking at his
watch, “Either you take the treaty or
leave it.” This, when the Nepali side
voiced apprehensions about the newly
instituted quota restrictions, the 25 per
cent value addition on some items (veg-
etable oil, acrylic yarn, zinc oxide and
copper products) as well as the all-en-
compassing “safeguard measures” that
could be invoked when New Delhi felt
its industry was being threatened by an
overwhelming influx of Nepali goods.
India’s argument is that the zero tariff
1996 Trade Tieaty — signed when
Deuba was PM last time and IK Gujral
was foreign minister — was misused by
fly-by-night operators, admittedly Indi-

ans themselves, to “legally smuggle”
goods from Nepal into India. Meant to
encourage the Nepali economy by allow-
ing third country imports — such as
from south-East Asia — to be reex-
ported into India after minimal value ad-
dition, many businessmen, often of In-
dian origin, made a huge killing by
violating the spirit of the treaty.

" Palm oil or vanaspati, for example,
was imported from Malaysia, marginally
value-added in Nepal and exported to
Ipdia under zero duty on a matching
price in the Indian domestic market. As
Indian traders, legitimately, cried foul,
neither country had the will to deal with
the nub of the problem. One Nepali
businessman said bitterly, “Instead of
cracking down on those who are guilty,
India has thrown the baby out with the
bathwater.”

must create linkages with her smaller
neighbours on generous terms — rather
than the bloodless version of foreign pol-
icy often adopted by the external affairs

ministry — were disturbed by the trade

treaty turnaround. “Even if India was
losing money on zero tariff goods com-
ing in from Nepal, we were building far
more complex ties with Kathmandu that
gave it the incentive to keep India, rather
than China, as the primary power in
Nepal.”

Of course, Kathmandu swallowed
Chatterjee’s bitter medicine. The bigger
need of the hour, after all, was to get
New Delhi’s help not only in training but
also arming its forces in counter-insur-
gency operations. The Maoist menace
has now grown to become such a threat
that it challenges the very survival of
Deuba’s government, and the country
has been under a state of emergency for
several weeks.

Deuba is said to be fairly satisfied
with New Delhi’s promises on counter-
terrorism. He told The Indian Express
that both countries had agreed to tighten
the border and patrol it on their respec-
tive sides. “We are in trouble in Nepal.
When we imposed an emergency, india
was very prompt in offering help in our
campaign against terrorism,” he said. In-
dia is also said to have conceded a key
Nepali demand that it would deal with a
heavy hand against Maoist insurgents in
north Bengal, neighbouring Bihar and as
far away as Andhra Pradesh. In fact,
tightening the open border kills another
bird with the same stone: New Delhi’s
fears that ISI infiltration into India, via
Nepal, may now also be controlled.

As he walked a fine line between do-
mestic concerns and accepting a New
Delhi-dictated agenda, for example on
the Trade treaty, Deuba also agreed that
Nepal would get its act together and
move on the 1996 Mahakali water treaty.
The detailed project report to build a
dam on the Mahakali river (to give 6,000

at peaklng power) was supposed to
have been completed within. a year, but
it lingers on. Both sides have argued in-
terminably about replacement costs (the
cost of thermal power vs hydro-electric
power) and peaking power tariffs, with
the result that they have successfully
missed the wood for the trees. Now, it
seems, that both are finally reconciled at
getting the job going.

Analysts hope the economics of the
relationship will henceforth drive the
politics. If both sides could make money
on the Mahakali dam — a dam that has
the capacity to wipe out the eternally
power-hungry Bihar-UP belt as well sub-
stantially replenish Delhi’s needs — they
could well look into building a second
dam on the Saptakosi river, that could in
turn ease the Nepali heartburn over in-
undation that would cover vast tracts of
land. For a start, some of the bad blood
that remains from the time of the hijack-
ing of IC-814 from Kathmandu in De-
cember 1999 would get erased.

The aftermath of the hijacking surely
left a bitter taste in India’s mouth. Asked
to tighten security for Indian air passen-
gers, Kathmandu took a high-handed
view, first refusing outright, then agree-
ing to a via media that borders on the
ridiculous. India’s insistence that the fi-
nal check at Kathmandu airport must be
at the ladder point before emplaning has
meant that the security check takes place
on araised platform on the tarmac: since
it is raised, it is not on Nepali soil and
therefore does not infringe Nepali “sov-
ereignty,” Kathmandu argues.

Still, the ladder security is really a
metaphor for the cussed, microscopic
view that New Delhi is once again taking
on Nepal. Analysts argue in favour of the
generous view, such as building Nepal’s
economy, if only to take care of India’s
own security concerns. “When India
sneezes,” one analyst said, adding, “it
should not push the victim with the bout
of ‘flu, in this case Nepal, to run to China
for treatment. It should hope that the
victim is persuaded to come home.”

: LT ' : Indian analysts esp cially, those
given to the long-term view that India
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Successive Nepalese e mmlsters have
advantage to visit NewADelhi more with an eye to domestic politics
rather than bilateral relatjons. Despite the current anti-Indian strain in
Nepalese politics — and ¥ae ever-present opposition criticism of the
ruling party for cosying up to New Delhi — the importance of this
political pilgrimage has not diminished, regardless of which party is in
office. Equally predictable in recent years has been every party’s
representation for the “revision” of the 1950 India-Nepal treaty.
Kathmandu knows that the treaty cannot be revised; it can be scrapped
or a new one signed in its place. Equally, Kathmandu is aware that any
departure from this treaty will hurt Nepal and the Nepalese more than
India, and inevitably the issue is voiced only for form’s sake. Given
this history, prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s trip to India marks a
break from the predictable agenda of earlier visits. The most significant
aspect of Mr Deuyba’s visit is that he has come seeking unreserved
Indian support to fight the Maoist insurgency. Irritants that dog bilateral
relations have been raised cautiously, so as not to shift the focus
for Kathmandu’s paramount need for immediate help in the emergency
conditions prevailing in Nepal. Issues pertaining to the trade
treaty, Nepal’s concerns about anti-dumping duties, early completion
of the Birgunj-Raxaul railway line, and greater access to the
Indian market also figured in the wide-ranging talks. But they were
not central to Mr Deuba’s mission.

At the moment, Mr Deuba is besieged by the violent Maoist
campaign which has plunged the Himalayan kingdom into an
unprecedented political and economic crisis. Democracy and the
freedoms that came with the 1990 constitution have been suspended,
and with the king in command the army is waging a grim battle against
insurgency. It must be gratifying to Mr Deuba that New Delhi has
responded readily, and generously, to Nepal’s plea for military and
other assistance. To meet the Maoist challenge, the two sides have
agreed on the need for cooperation in intelligence-sharing and border
surveillance. It has been decided to strengthen the content of the 1953
extradition treaty, and use it effectively. While New Delhi was receptive
to Nepalese concerns over the cross-border connections of the Maoists
with extremist groups in India, the most significant advance in this
round of talks was Kathmandu’s acknowledgement of Pakistan’s ISI
working in Nepal and its resolve to crack down on activities directed
against India. Hitherto, Kathmandu had been reluctant even to name
the ISI, despite New Delhi’s charges that the Pakistani agency was using
Nepal for its anti-Indian operations. Confronted with terrorism at
home, Mr Deuba had little choice but to admit the ISI's role in
promoting terrorism abroad and make common cause with India, if
only to secure the best deal for his government’s fight against the
Maoists. This is a major gain for New Delhi, but the biggest achievement
is that the two countries have come closer for a common purpose.
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/ epal Prime Minister Sher
'Bahadur Deuba’s just-
completed visit to India
took place against a
- backgfound of Emergency in his
country. Even so, there was not
much public discussion of the
Emergency while he was in New
Delhi and his visit did not seem
driven by any special considera-
tions. It was presented as a normal
sort of bilateral occasion, a call by
the Prime Minister of India’s close
neighbour early in his new term of
office.

That appearance could be de-
ceptive. The situation in Nepal re-
mains very difficult. Virtually every
day there are reports of clashes and
incidents from different parts of the
country. The army has been
engaged for several months now
and has had a free hand, but the
Maoists seem to be holding on.
There is no sign of their being on
the run.

They seem .able to strike si-
multaneously in many areas far
removed from each other, and
appear willing and able to take on
the army when the occasion pre-
sents itself. The required political
measures to face the danger they
represent have been taken in
Nepal. Emergency was declared by
the King at the bidding of his
government, and was confirmed by
parliament, as required under the
law. But the parliamentary debate
on the occasion did not give the
impression of across-the-board
unity and determination.

Some political elements appear
reluctant to give full, long-term
support for Emergency regulations
to confront the danger. Maybe such
measures SUMMmMoOn up uncom-
fortable memories of the autocratic
rule that Nepal’s democratic forces
fought hard to overcome. What-
ever the reason, one does not get
the sense of a wholehearted
mobilisation against the rebellion.

One is reminded of the inter-
mittent crackdowns followed by
conciliation of rebellious
oups that we have seen so often
India’s North East. It is a re-
inder of the great complexity of

mbatiny sort of situation to

Nepal PM’s visit

&'

be seen in Nepal, where the rebels
have succeeded in developing
pockets of local support. The links
between Nepal’s Maoists and coun-
terpart bodies in India have often
been mentioned,
groups like the
Maoist  Com-
munist Centre in
Bihar and the
People’s  War
Group in An-
dhra Pradesh.
The nature and
extent of the
relationship bet-
ween these
various bodies is
difficult to
determine but
their interconn-
ection must
cause real con-
cern to Nepal.
The open
border between
the two countries
facilitates  net-
working between
these different
insurgencies.
There is also the
question of
funding for the
rebels. The
Nepalese autho-
rities would be
extremely hard
pressed to try to control the flow of
funds from outside the country,
should this in fact be taking place.
India has its own concerns about
security and these have been
mentioned prominently during Mr
Deuba’s visit. Pakistan’s ISI s
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d, it cannot ultimately do

much more than irritate and

unbalance; it cannot destabilise.
The Maoists may pose a more

serious threat,

for there is no
7 knowing at this
stage how far
they may go and
how much of
their activity the
Nepali state will
be able to
withstand.

In these
circumstances,
there is need for
the fullest
mutual support
and cooperation
between the two
countries. - At
present, the
focus may be on
a joint effort
against ter-
rorism, but there
is a great deal
more that must
command atten-
tion. The joint
statement issued
at the end of the
visit refers to

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayes welcoming his Nepalese counterpart Sher
Bahadur Deuba before the start of delegation-level talks in New Delhi on

Thursday. — AP/PTI

active in Nepal, doing what it can to
use it as a haven for mounting
operations against India.

It can do serious harm, as was
seen in the Indian Airlines
hijacking some years ago. But no
matter how damaging a blow it

YHE STATESMAP
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many issues that
were discussed,
including trade,
transit and

‘ investment.
These tend to crop up in all such
statements but that does not
reduce their importance, especially
to Nepal, whose access to the
world is almost exclusively through
India, which is also by far the
largest trading partner.

Just a few ddys before Mr
Deuba’s visit, the Indo-Nepal
Trade Treaty was renewed. The
previous treaty was signed in 1996,
at the height of the Gujral
Doctrine, when special efforts
were made to meet Nepal's
concerns and strengthen bilateral
cooperation.

This time, reports suggest that
Nepal is not too happy with what
S been agreed. This could be
ecause emphasis is given to
protecting the interests of Indian
manufacturers, which means
controlling the entry of many types
of goods that can gain favoured
entry into India through Nepal.
This is a long-standing problem
that has never been satisfactorily
sorted out. However, an excess of
rules and regulations at the
frontier can make for friction and
encourage malpractice.

One must hope that advancing
economic integration will be
reflected in simplified trading
arrangements, the aim being to
bring the two countries closer
rather than to erect additional
barriers between them.

An important subject that
received a boost from the Deuba
visit is the implementation of the
treaty for joint development of the
Mahakali river. This is a huge
multi-purpose project that can
provide enormous economic
benefit to both parties but has been
languishing under fitful discussion
since it was signed in 1996. Mr
Deuba is reported to have agreed
that the detailed project report
should be completed by June. This

is a bold decision, for all manner of

political riders have been attached
to the project in Nepal and it may
be a tricky matter to try to advance
its implementation.

Mr Deuba’s visit was a
somewhat low-key affair, yet it
seems to have occasioned a
number of important decisions
across a wide spectrum of Indo-
Nepal issues. The test now will be
in translating these decisions into
effective action.

(The uuthor is a former Foreign
Secretary.)
-



~Give-and-take
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New ]}elhi, March 21: Nepal
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba today sought India’s coop-
eration in dealing with groups
aiding the Maoists in his coun-
try and wanted assurances that
trade and economic impedi-
ments would be removed soon.

This is Deuba’s first foreign
visit after his election in October
last year.

The six-day official tour will
give him an opportunity to get
India’s support in his govern-
ment’s fight against the Maoist
rebels as well as assurances from
Delhi to pave the way for quick
implementation of trade agree-
ments between the two
countries.

Deuba’s visit, which began
yesterday, also includes a trip to
Calcutta on Saturday.

The Premier also sought
India’s cooperation in prevent-
ing the flooding of large areas in
Nepal because of two barrages
coming up at Siddhartnagar in
Uttar Pradesh. Work was sus-
pended last year and experts
from the two countries met a
. couple of times to stop the
. flooding.

The visiting Prime Minister
has comie with a 100-member del-
egation that includes Nepali
Congress leaders, MPs, busi-
nessmen and mediapersons.

Deuba will attend a business
 meeting tomorrow where he is
" likely to seek the cooperation of
captains of Indian industry to
bolster Nepal’s economy.

AY SHARMA

adv1g/:e to Deuba

Deuba, who was accqrded a
ceremonial welcome, met all im-
portant leaders, including Presi-
dent K.R. Narayanan.

At Hyderabad House today,
the two countries signed an
agreement for cooperation on
science and technology.

In his meeting with home
minister L.K. Advani, Deuba dis-
cussed the problems posed by
terrorists who take advantage of
the porous India-Nepal border.
The Nepal Prime Minister want-
ed Delhi to take firm action
against groups which provided
refuge and arms to the Maoist
rebels.

Advani sought the neigh-
bouring country’s cooperation
to deal with the ISI that was
operating from Nepal and smug-
gling arms and sending men to
India.

The home minister suggested
that the 1953 extradition treaty
between the two countries be re-
viewed and amended to deal
with the situation in the after-
math of the September 11 strikes
on the US.

He also suggested that the
two countries should have a mu-
tual legal assistance treaty and
work closely on intelligence
sharing to help both countries to
man their borders effectively.

Deuba also met defence min-
ister George Fernandes though
details of the meeting were not
available.

India has provided the Hi-
malayan kingdom with military

hardware like helicopters in it
fight against the Maoist/

L LATER R




~India to help Nepal flghtz7
A Maq/st msurgencymw

BY Atul Aneja \/(9

NEW DELHI, MARCH 21. India and
Nepal today discussed ways to
counter the Maoist insurgency
prevailing in the Himalayan
kingdom, and decided to ex-
pand intelligence sharing and
enhance vigil along their bor-
ders. They also looked at ways to
impart training to the Nepalese
armed forces in counter-insur-
gency operations.

While recognising the prima-
cy of its relations with India, Ne-
pal is also discussing the Maoist
threat with the United States,
highly-placed sources in the se-
curity establishment here said. A
team of the Hawaii-based U.S.
Pacific Command visited Nepal
early this month. Without com-
mitting any military advisers,
the U.S. side islooking at the Ne-
palese requirement for trans-
port equipment, including
helicopters.

The U.S. is consulting India

on the internal strife in Nepal.
India is optimistic that these
consultations will lead to active
coordination between the two
sides in the future.

The visiting Nepalese Prime
Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba,
today discussed with the Prime
Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, ways to
revive economic activity be-
tween the countries, develop-
ment of water resources in
Nepal and the developments in
South Asia.

Earlier, Mr. Deuba held talks
with the Home Minister, L.K.
Advani, and the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh. Mr.
Deuba told Mr. Advani that Ne-
pal was left with no choice but to
proclaim an emergency after
three rounds of dialogue with
the Maoist insurgents failed to
make any headway.

Concerned about the use of
Nepalese soil by Pakistan
against India, Mr. Advani point-
ed out that both sides had to en-

sure that a thlrd country did not
take advantage of the political
situation in Nepal. He drew at-
tention to Pakistan’s Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI) which, he
emphasised, should not be al-
lowed to enhance its profile on
account of the porous border
between India and Nepal. India
is concerned about ISI's growth
in Nepal as it could destabilise
the strategic Siliguri corridor
that connects the Northeast
with the rest of the country, '
analysts say.

Both sides also talked about
renewing their extradition treaty
to facilitate the transfer of crimi-
nals and terrorists arrested in
Nepal to India. A section of the
Mumbai underworld had fled to
Nepal after investigations into
the serial bomb blasts of 1992
began, the sources said.

In course of their discussions,
Mr. Deuba and Mr. Singh agreed

to quickly wrap up negotiation
on a transport agreemV

THE S
2002

J) Man




{ME TELEGRAPH

‘safI9IXue
fInoas seIpuj o031 paunye
alow yonw mou sT ‘esansdn
ISTORAl 9y} AQ 2AISUSJEP 9Y} UO
peaI0]  ‘JUsWIUIdA08  eqned
8y} ‘TY[e 03 SUTPIOdOY "pus.L}
3yl Y09yd 0} Sme[ joeu? pue
UIB0U0J JI3Y] JO 330U 3¥e) pnom
' eqna( yey} JUSPIju0D aJe TedaN
“UT SIUSUIULISAOS SATSS00NS UM
, SOUIT) TBJOADS anssT STy} pasted
‘3ABY oym S[eIdI}jo ueIpu]l
: ‘pajuem
(£3Y} aIoym 9[1I8s pue J8pIoq
- wado a1y} ss040 03 d[doad 103 Te38]
.Sem 11 Se joBad Jou pIp npuel
ey £Les siewoldid YIM0I3
Jretp urjemngal smey pessed yse
-pead JTep[) 9fI[ S9JeIS JIo3je apIs
J9Y10 9t} 0} PIPIYsS sesaepet

sy[[&) redaN-opuy ur sndoj

as9(]) Jo Jsow Krepunoq [euoty
-euIajul 8y} ssoqoe TedaN pue
BIPU] UdoM10( JUSWDAOUL 83.1J UO
SUOT}OLIISA OU 3Je AI3Y] SV
"pres yewiodip ay} ,, ‘suerpur 49
pojesado pue unaate L9y, 'S[00
-(os 9S9Y} Y31m 0P 03 SUTYIOU Sey
redaN Ing 4pusdes dn Sunads
aABY JRU[} SESIEPRU MU Auell
axe aJayy} ‘sax, ‘uonaodoid jo
JNO UMOT(Q Uda( Sey InssI esaep
-BW 9} ABS STR101JJ0 8saTedaN
“pies yewordIp
JOTURS €, ‘TY[a( MeN lsulede 10e
01 YSI[00} 20 PTNOM JT ‘818 SYUT
asay[) [rITA Moy SulsITeay "etpul
IIM PaqUI] A9SOTO aTe 8daeut
-Wod pue dpeqy anQ ‘ueisiyed
uey} st 0} jueloduir aIouwl St
BIpU],, 'TIOS 9se[edaN UL0.J) SUOTIe

-Jado eIpUI-IIUR JNO A1IEI 0] UNI
99043 e UaALS 3uraq ST IST 9y} 18}
sxeajJ s,1y[e( Ae[[e 0} SNOIXUE aJe
syewofdip asefedeN JOTUIS
“RIPUJ UT SAYLIIS
1JS110148} JN0 A1xed 0} S[00YIS
sSnoi8ral  esel]} WOJJ dIPEd
pereaniowt ATUSTY $1INJI0AI USYO
ISI @U} Aes 219y $804N0§ 9oUa3
-I[[eyu] "$ISTI0118] pue SIpeyI( 10]
spunoJs urpaalq auw0osq asey
K011 YoTUM JO }[NSII B SB Sjuall
-TJUSS BIPUJ-TIUE [911] 03 SESIepeul
osey} Sursn ST 8OUIBIN

-U[ S901A19G-10U] S, UElSIyed yeul

aAaTTaq So1ouaSe 0UAII[AIUT UB
-pu] Iepdaoq sy} Suole AI1031118}
asoredaN opIsur isnf sIead om}
1s€] 91[) JoA0 paInoads aaey jels
sesJepell Jo Jaquinu 3y} ST erpui

e

0] uJeoucd Jemonaed jJO
‘paearo usaq
MOU 9ARY SIqNOP 3soy} Jo yonuu
ng Kep 9y} JO JUSWUIIA0E 9y}
SuT[paau JO Aem SBIPU] S JT MBS
TedaN ‘S90J0] A1INI3S asaredaN
adeosa 03 BIpPU] 0IUT PISSOID
oym sjuagansur ay) o} sLa puriq e
Sutuany Jo 1y paroadsns usi9

npuewyley] oWt} 8uo0 1V
‘STeqad 9y}

03 SIAUUNIUNS UBTPU] LI SULIE

JO morj Apeas ay} dois pue Bipuj
ur J9ypys Surel sistiegedas
aU[} UO UMOD YOr.IO 0} [e3usg pue
ysepedd Jeyn Jeyrg Jo sjusu
-UI9A08 91} pUE 33U 9} Us9Mm]
-2( UOT}O® PSJBUIPJIO0D SiUEM
[edeN ‘[eSusg Ul S9jI[BXEN
UITM SHUT] SSO[IPARY OUM SU3

G\

\3

-Insur IST10RN aU} jsurede s3 &

-mseaul Ygnoj syuem eqna( ‘3ut
-stadn JUSIOIA B UM Paded
‘galreyoeireyd
gepeyppng Je)stutit  JOIYd
[e3uag 1SOM UM SyTe} X0 Joeq
Aem ST U0 BIINOTR) UT 13A0do)s B
sopnyout din Aep-x1s s.eqnag
‘TedaN s Jepaoq snood
pue Suol SBIpul jo o3ejuea
-pe 93e} oym sSisuunaung pue
$ISTI01J9} ‘S[agad ISIORIN Ulm
[esp 03 sABm pue £}1INO9S UO
$NO0J PINOM. SHTE} I18} MOLI0T
-0} eqnad a.%msmm Isys J93s1
-UTAl 9L 9seredeN SUTISIA UO
ST[E0 TURAPY "Y1 JoISTUlW 8oy
UaUM 0T, YoIelN ‘T MIN

r. VHND VINTAS WO

Qm..:o@@

71 Man 2002



/Ih/ spité of earlier Indian doubits,

n_~-

Karzai’s visit had a positive outcome

A matt@r of relationship

amid Karzai, chairman of

the interim government

of Afghanistan, visited

India on February 26 and

27, putting to some extent
at rest speculation that he is not too en-
thusiastic about India. No major politi-
cal or security agreements were
signed with Afghanistan during his
visit, nor were there any declarations
of profound policies about bilateral re-
lations or regional developments. He
had all the scheduled meetings with
the leaders of the Indian government
as well as with the leader of the opposi-
tion, Sonia Gandhi. His more substan-
tive discussions were with the prime
minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the ex-
ternal affairs minister, Jaswant Singh,
and the defence minister, George
Fernandes.

Given this general factual back-
ground, the question arises whether
his visit was of political significance
or whether it laid the foundation for an
entirely new and positive edifice of
Indo-Afghan relations. His discussions
in New Delhi have to be assessed in the
context of his foreign policy initiatives
and discussions since he took over
charge of the interim Afghan adminis-
tration nearly nine weeks ago.

First, we must take note of the man-
agement of domestic politics which he
undertook. Given the absence of any
cohesive Pashtun military force in
Afghanistan, he had to accept the
troops of the Northern Alliance as the
main national instrumentality for de-
fence and security of Afghanistan. He
also had to give a number of important
portfolios to leaders from the North-
ern Alliance (Uzbeks and Tajiks) in the
interim cabinet to ensure a manage-
able coalition in this initial stage of re-
stabilization of Afghanistan.

The writ of his government does
not run effectively in different parts of
Afghanistan with local warlords sup-
ported by armed cadres following their
own agenda. He has not only had to
cope with the Pashtun, non-Pashtun
politico-ethnic divide in Afghanistan
society, but he has also had to face in-
ternecine factionalism and violence
within Pashtun factions and within
the Northern Alliance. The conflict be-
tween the Tajik and Uzbek cadres of
the Northern Alliance in northern and
north-eastern Afghanistan, the assas-
sination of the minister for civil avia-
tion of Afghanistan, and the refusal of
local tribesmen and governmental
leaders south of Kandahar, in Paktia
and in Pakhtika, reflect the complex
factiousness which permeates Afghan
politics.

arzai has had {o undertake

B high-level forétgn policy con-
sultations with leaders of im-
portant powers of the world while try-
ing to keep his government together
and initiate domestic consultations for
the summeoning of the Loya Jirga or
the grand national tribal assembly.
There was criticism and concern in
some circles in India that despite the

The author is former foreign
secretary of India

J.N. DIXIT

-

unqualiﬂed support which India gave
to the campaign against the taliban
and the promptitude with which India
extended developmental assistance to
Afghanistan, Karzai has not given suf-
ficient attention to India. As usual, the
irrelevant Indian lament was he went
to Pakistan but he had not given any
final dates for a visit to India.

An objective assessment of his
trips abroad and discussions with
other heads of government indicate
that he structured these visits and dis-
cussions with a careful sense of priori-
ties. The priorities were to establish
his government’s credibility and effec-

leg of his journeys he visited Iran and
India between February 23 and 27. The
chronological order of these visits af-
firm that they took place within the
framework of his priorities mentioned
above. His visit to Iran is of particular
significance given the fact that he went
to talk to Ayatollah Khameini (the
supreme Iranian leader) and the presi-
dent, Mohammad Khatami, after the
declaration of the US president,
George W. Bush, that Iran was a part of
“the axis of evil” in his “state of the
union” speech in January. It showed
that despite Afghanistan’s dependence
on the US, Karzai has a capability of

tiveness in the eyes of the major pow-
ers of the world led by the United
States of America; second, to obtain
the maximum amount of economic
and developmental assistance for
Afghanistan as speedily as possible to
stabilize his government and to restore
civil administration in Afghanistan,
responsive to Afghanistan’s immedi-
ate and multi-faceted requirements.

The third priority was to establish
contacts with immediate geographical
neighbours to seek their cooperation
in the above processes. The fourth pri-
ority was to restore Afghanistan’s
identity as a moderate Islamic country
within the community of Islamic
states. And the fifth priority was to in-
teract with governments which have a
direct interest in Afghanistan’s stabili-
ty and development and to inform
them also of his plans and his difficul-
ties and his anticipations about politi-
cal prospects in Afghanistan.

When one takes note of these logi-
cal priorities which underpin his for-
eign policy approach, Indian angst
about his not coming to India before
going to Pakistan and so on is not logi-
cal or practical. He visited Japan, the
US, and the United Kingdom. He has
visited China, Tajikistan, Saudi Ara-
bia and Pakistan. And then in the last

‘ Karzai’s delaying the
India visit need not be seen
as India being a low priority
in his scheme of things ,

independent foreign policy options
which are of importance to his coun-
try despite the obvious macro-level po-
litical constraints affecting the Afghan
predicament at present.

His delaying coming to India need
not be interpreted as India having a
low priority in his scheme of things. It
should be that Indo-Afghan relations
are pegged to a different and long-term
framework of importance. Karzai has
had connections with India in his
youth. He did his graduation from a
college in Shimla. He apparently has
positive memories of his time in India.
He was, of course, critical of India for
India’s support to the Soviet-backed
Babrak Karmal government in
Afghanistan as he was part of the
Afghan struggle against that govern-
ment. That resentment, however, does
not seem to linger in his psyche or poli-
cies towards India. His visit was the

culmmatlo of the process of high
level consultations between his inter-
im government and the government of
India which have taken place since De-
cember last. The Afghan defehce min-
ister, Fahim Khan, the deputy defence
minister, Rashid Dostum, and interior
minister, Yunus Qanooni, visited New
Delhi for discussions on Indo-Afghan
cooperation which led to an agreement
about economic and development as-
sistance and extension of training fa-
cilities to the Afghanistan govern-
ment. India has pledged a hundred mil-
lion dollars of assistance to Afghan-
istan at the Tokyo conference in
January.

uring Karzai’s visit, Vajpayee
D announced another ad hoc im-

mediate assistance package of
the value of ten million dollars. There
are also indications that his discus-
sions with Jaswant Singh and George
Fernandes have resulted in decisions
about cooperation: with Afghanistan
in countering terrorism, in ensuring a
proper security environment, for cer-
tain categories of defence supplies and
some training facilities for Afghan ad-
ministrative and security personnel in
India. A practical and measured re-
vival of long-term stabilization of
Indo-Afghan relations stands initiated
with Karzai’s visit. He also gave his as-
sessment about political prospects in
Afghanistan which are of equal impor-
tance. He has acknowledged that the
convening of Loya Jirga will be a com-
plex exercise given the politico-mili-
tary tensions in Afghanistan com-
pounded by the escape of large num-
ber of taliban cadres who have dis-
persed in the Afghan countryside
(leaving aside those who escaped into
Pakistan).

He indicated that an international
peace-keeping or peace maintenance
force (separate from the anti-terrorist
coalition force), operating in
Afghanistan will have to be augmented
and may 'have to remain in
Afghanistan till Afghanistan creates a
cohesive national army and police
force. He and the foreign minister, Ab-
dullah Abdullah, were, however, clear
in their mind that once the above
process takes off, the foreign forces
must leave Afghanistan. They were
also averse to having military person-
nel from neighbouring countries who
might generate internal antagonisms
in the emerging Afghan power struc-
ture. He emphasized that India has an
important role to play in Afghanistan’s
reconstruction and re-stabilization
and in resisting the revival of religious
extremism and terror. It was also the
assessment of the Afghan delegation
that close relations with India and the
US would strengthen India’s role in
Afghan developments.

positive revival of Indo-Afghan
A relations has been initiated by

this visit. There is no need to
evaluate these relations through the
prism of our relations with Pakistan,
Afghan-Pak relations or the US’s rela-
tions with Pakistan, as far as these re-
lations do not manifest trends which
may negatively affect Indian interestgs
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, March 2. — In-
dia and Nepal today extended
for five years until 5 March
2007 the validity of the 1996
bilateral trade treaty that
seeks to address the concerns
over inflow of third country
goods and surge in imports of
certain commodities affecting
the Indian industry.

The treaty initialled by the
commerce secretary, Mr Di-
and his
Nepalese counterpart, Mr
Bhanu Prasad Acharya, af-
ter six rounds of talks does
not alter the basic frame-
work of the treaty, foreign
ministry sources said.

However, the protocol has
been modified to take care of
the concerns regarding val-
ue-addition norms and surge
in certain commodities,
sources said, adding that de-
tails of the rules of origin
have also been adopted.

The existing treaty had
been granted a unilateral
three -month extension by
India until 5§ March 2002 af-
ter the treaty expired on 5
December, last year.

Under the 1396 agreement,
no definition of manufactur-
ing and value addition was
prescribed. However, under

g b A7 ‘

the renewed treaty Zﬁlfe-

guard clause has been inser-
ted to permit appropriate re-
medial measures in tune
with international norms in
case of a surge in imports of |
certain commodities. :

This is specially in refer- |
ence to the imports of sensi- |
tive commodities like vanas-
pati, acrylic yarn, copper
products and zinc oxide,
sources said.

Duty-free imports will be
allowed up to a certain ceil-
ing and any import above
the ceiling would be applica- |
ble for duty as prescribed l
under MFN (most-favoured |
nation) status. ‘

The new provisions are ex-
pected to provide a fair bal- |
ance between India and
Nepalese concerns.

New Delhi’s concerns re-
garding value addition and
safeguard have now been
made much more clear and
specific and in tune with in-
ternational practices, sour-
ces said.

“At the same time thereis a
strong basis for genuine in-
dustrial development in Nep-
al rather than switch trade,”
they said, adding that can
contribute to the growth of

manufacturing capabilities
in the Himalayan kingdom.
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HT Correspondent (\ -
New Delhi, February 27

richer lzy

INDIA AND Afghanistan today
reiterated their resolve to elimi-
nate forces of terrorism and re-
ligious extremism to ensure
peace and stability in the region.

New Delhi announced $10 mil-
lion assistance to Afghanistan
for meeting its immediate re-
guirements.

Following delegation level
talks between Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the
visiting Afghan Interim Gov-
ernment leader Hamid Karzai,
the two leaders declared that
the two countries would contin-
ue their close cooperation
against terrorism.

Karzai said, “India and all oth-
er neighbours can contribute to-
wards stability and peace in
Afghanistan so that the Afghan
people can get a stable govern-
ment.” He said issues relating to
intelligence sharing did not fig-
ure in their discussions.

But in response to a specific
query, Vajpayee did not rule out
the possibility of Indian troops
being sent to Afghanistan for se-
curity duties: “There is no pro-
posal to send troops to
Afghanistan...but if it is needed,

"New Delhi makes Kabul

9%3\,\ 3 b

we will consider it favourably.”

Karzai said so far Afghanistan
has not had a say in the selection
of international forces sent to
his country under a Security
Council directive.

“If India has a role in this,
Afghanistan has no problem
with that,” he said.

$l millionw“v‘“/

AFP PHOTO
Afghanistan’s interim leader Hamid Karzai is greeted by Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the Rashtrapati Bhawan on Wednesday.

He stressed that Afghanistan
would ask foreign troops to leave .
as soon as the fight against ter-
rorism is over and stability re-
turns to the country. The Afghan
side expressed its gratitude,
seeking India’s help for techno-
logical and indpstrial assis-
tance.
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India to help
~ "Afghanistan
' in farm sector
RS AN
9b By Our Special
f ,},M(v. Correspondent“‘) ,\)/

| NEW DELHI, FEB. 27. Afghanistan
| has sought India’s expertise in
| sericulture, seed processing,
| poultry, fishing and veterinary
services, besides agricultural
equipment.

The visiting Afghan Agricul-
ture Minister, Seyyed Hussein
Anwari, has also requested the
Union Agriculture Minister, Ajit
Singh, for immediate help as
the sowing season is about to
start.

Assuring Afghanistan of all
help, Mr. Singh said the Agricul-
ture Ministry would work out an
emergency plan within a week
jointly  with  its  Afghage
counterparts.

He suggested that Afghanis-
tan send its delegation to visit
India’s agricultural laboratories
and universities to identify its
needs for joint cooperation.

India looked forward to a sta-
ble and prosperous Afghanistan
and would go all out to help itin
its endeavour. India had 30,000
farm scientists and researchers
and become a food surplus
State from a deficit State within
a short time. This expertise
would be useful for
Afghanistan.

The Afghan Minister said the
economy of his country, includ-
| ing agriculture, on which 80 per
! cent people depended, had
“ been seriously damaged follow-
|

I ing 23 years of war. Rebuilding
the agricultural institutions
needed over $ 5 billion.
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}Karzal seeks Indian investments

mq}y Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 27. The Chairman of the Interim
Administration of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai,
has sought the hand of Indian businessmen in
the gigantic task of reconstructing his country.

Interacting with the captains of the Indian in-
dustry and trade under the aegis of the CII and
the FICCI, Mr. Karzai spelt out Afghanistan’s pri-
orities for overall development and said there
were many opportunities for Indian business-
men. He promised to consider their request for
preferential treatment in the highly competitive
business climate.

The Afghan Missions and the Foreign Ministry
would serve as nodal agencies to facilitate the
flow of investment and further development of
trade between Afghanistan and other countries.

Mr. Karzai said the areas that required imme-
diate attention were education, health and in-
| frastructure, including roads, bridges, highways,
7 information technology, banking and finance.
The Indian businessmen were welcome to make
investments in these sectors. India had all along
been helping Afghanistan in the field of educa-
tion and health and should continue to do so in
future, he said.

Though the foremost priority of the interim
administration was to govern effectively and effi-
ciently and collect revenues and taxes to pay sal-
aries to the Afghans, Mr. Karzai said an equally
important task was to resurrect their banking
and financial system with linkages with interna-
tional banks to help bring about economic

growth and development with foreign invest-
ments. y\dgx* é R WA
He urged the'Indian findncial and legal experts
to help improve the country’s financial system to
bring it on a par with the international banking
system.

“Various Afghan agencies are working with the
IMF and the World Bank to stabilise the Afghan
currency, fix an Afghan exchange rate and to
bring about means and ways of improving the
economy and the financial system.”” For effective
reconstruction and attraction of foreign invest-
ment, transparency and public accountability
were essential and a high-powered body had
been set up to coordinate the flow of money, he
said.

Pointing out that the Central Bank of Afghan-
istan was virtually bankrupt when the Taliban
regime left and the interim administration did
not have a penny to start with, Mr. Karzai said
the first instalment of money from the world
community for reconstruction and rehabilitation
was diverted to health, education and upliftment
of women.

While the Disinvestment Minister, Arun Shou-
rie, assured all help, the CII president, Sanjiv
Goenka, said the ClI was taking initiative for set-
ting up an Indo-Afghanistan Business Associ-
ation that would open its overseas office at Kabul
in March.

The CII would also organise a ‘Made in India’
show in Kabul to showcase Indian technological
products and services. The FICCI has set up a
special cell for Afghanistan. /
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"\ heart in Shimla’ ’”"

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Feb. 27: Hamid
Karzai can well call his first po-
litical assignment to India a suc-
cess, but it failed to satisfy his
heart.

The Afghan interim leader
could not visit Shimla where he
had spent six of his student
years. “How canldescribe to you
what a beautiful place it is,”
Karzai said this afternoon at the
joint news conference he ad-
dressed with Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee at Hyder-
abad House.

“I spent some very important
years of my life there,” he said.
“I was only 18. I can still remem-
ber the beautiful people I met
there....”

To prove his roots with India,
he even switched from Ameri-
" canised English to answer a

question in chaste Hindustani to
loud applause.

It was the language he must
have used when he was in Shim-
la during the seventies. Initially,
avisit tothe hill station had been

on his itinerary.
But it had to be dropped at
the last minute because

Karzai’s three-day visit had to
be reduced to two to accommo-
date his trip to Paris for a meet-
ing with the French govern-
ment.

Dressed in western clothes
with his customary green de-
signer robe on top, Karzai
talked of how the new regime in
Kabul was committed to elimi-
nating “terrorism and radical-
ism”.

He wanted to have “good and
friendly relations” with India
and all its neighbours and
sought their help to put in place

ister Jaswant Singh.

a “responsible” government in
Kabul and make the country a
peaceful place. )

Karzai has been circling
the globe after taking over in
Kabul, but kept Delhi for later.
But he made it clear thathe hada
lot to thank the Indian leader-
ship for its help to the new
regime.

The Indian government too
got the message across that
Karzai was an important guest.
He was treated as the visiting
head of government and given a
formal reception at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan forecourt this
morning. ‘

During the day, Karzai also
held meetings with President
K.R. Narayanan, Vajpayee and
other senior members of his
Cabinet, including home minis-
ter L.K. Advani and foreign mij
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THE TELEGRAPH



Karzal lauds Delhi role

in Afghan rebulldl

v we |

New Delhi, February 26

ON HIS first visit to India,
Afghan interim head Hamid
Karzai today appreciated
the all-round support ex-
tended by New Delhi to the
rehabilitation and recon-
struction efforts of the war-
ravaged country. He also
sought major expansion of
bilateral trade and econom-
ic cooperation.

During an hour-long
meeting with External Af-
fairs Minister Jaswant
Singh soon after his arrival
on a two-day State visit,
Karzai appreciated India’s
support to the Afghan na-
tional resistance. Karzai,
who had his college educa-
tion in Shimla, said he was
happy to come back to the
country where he had re-
ceived his education.

The Afghan leader also
spoke of India’s contribu-
tion to educate many
Afghans and its cooperation
in the medical sphere in-
cluding making available
artificial limbs, an External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-

son told reporters.
Karzai will also have a
meeting with  visiting

British foreign secretary

wwv

oT0

Afghan Interim Prime Minister Hamid Karzai with External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh at Rashtrapati Bhawan on

Tuesday.

Jack Straw here tomorrow.
Karzai, who is accompa-
nied by a 36-member strong
delegation Anchiding For-
eign Ministér Abdullah Ab-
dullah, was accorded a red
carpet welcome and re-
ceived by Minister of State
for External Affairs Omar
Abdullah, Foreign Secre-
tary Chokila Iyer, senior
Foreign Ministry officials

and diplomats from the
Afghan mission here.

He will meet Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
tomorrow and brief him on
the efforts underway for re-
habilitation and reconstruc-
tion. Karzai will also dis-
cuss the nature of assis-
tance his country seeks

from India. /B?l
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“Identity checks on
India-Nepal border

Feb. 20. — Following a spurt in Maoist activities in Nepal, the 3pe-
cial services bureau and the police have initiated identity checks for
people using this transit point in Indo-Nepal border to prevent ul-
tras sneaking into the country. A thorough check of vehicles coming
or going through the point is also on the cards.

This is the first time such a move has been initiated since the 1950

Indo-Nepal treaty.
. However, the checking is being done on an experimental basis,
for an hour or two, for the time being. It's expected to become a per-
manent feature soon, and those wanting to cross the border either
ways would have to produce some document to establish their bona-
fides.

Jawans of SSB are thoroughly frisking visitors to and from Nepal.
A drop gate is also being contemplated on the approach road to the
Mechi bridge, which connects the two countries.

The countless rickshaws that ply over the Mechi bridge to trans-
port passengers to and from Nepal, will probably be withdrawn. All
the rickshaws and rickshaw pullers are from India.

“The situation demands further tightening of the border,” Mr A
Negi, IG, SSB, North Bengal, Bihar and Sikkim divisions, told The
Statesman.

The SSB authorities have approached the state government to al-
locate land near the transit point so that vehicles coming from
across the border “can be examined thoroughly.”

“Under the present conditions, all we can manage is a cursory
check of the vehicles,” Mr Negi said.

The Centre has proposed to construct an integrated office com-
plex and truck stand, and has acquired a 16-acre land on either side
of the approach road for the purpose. But work on the project is yet
to begin. The approach road to the Mechi bridge from Panitanki,
which is about a quarter km long, is to be converted into a four-lane
passageway.

“We have approached the state government on these matters and
the district authorities are being most helpful,” Mr Negi said. The
SSB has posted a strong vigil along the border, though they are 24

" company (2,500 jawans) short of the desired force now.
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elations between India and Bhutan
R:an be described as the paradigm of
ontinuous cooperation between
the big and the small. This is the outcome
of growing economic ties and interac-
tions between the two. Quite signifi-
cantly, both realise each other’s im-
artance and take care of each other’s
_~sensitivity in every sphere.
Delivering the fifth Dinesh Smgh
Memorial Lecture under the auspices of
the Indian Council for South Asian

 Cooperation at the India International
Centre on 18 January, Bhutanese finance-

minister and planning commission chair-
man Lyonpo Yeshey Zimba rightly stres-
sed that Bhutan and India “are not
competitors” and there “is no way

» Bhutan will ever be a competitor to India
in either the domestic or the interna-
tional market”.

Electricity exports

True, the production base in Bhutan is
so small that the kingdom’s exports will
hardly have any impact on the Indian
economy. On the other hand, there will
be no adverse impact on price levels, em-
ployment or the domestic market in ge-
neral. Besides, given its small market,
Bhutan can never enjoy economy of scale
in the production of most goods for the
domestic market. Lyonpo Zimba is of the
opinion that it “will always be cheaper
and better to import especially from
India”.

Obviously, the most well known

product which India buys today from .

Bhutan is electricity. Bhutan’s power
potential today is estimated at 30,000
MW, thanks to the pristine natural
environment and the snowfed perennial
rivers of the Himalayas. However, cur-
rently only about 500 MW of electricity i3
produced under the various Chukha
Hydel Projects — probably the example
par excellence of Indo-Bhutan coopera-
tion. And- of the total power produced
about 70 per cent is exported to India.
Lyonpo Yeshey Zimba, who has been
the kingdom’s finance minister since 1
July 1998 and who was the Thrizin of the
Lhengye Zhungtshog (chairman of the
council of ministers, at times also
referred to as the Prime Minister) bet-
ween 31 July 2000 and 7 August 2001,
cnumerates  several advantages in

The author is Hon. Director, South Asian

Studles Foundatzon New Delhz o

India And Bhutan Set An Example In Coqg

By PARMANAND
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Bhutan’s production of power. First, all
power projects are of the river scheme
type and there is no submersion of land
etc which would have resulted in the dis-
placement of people.

Secondly, the projects are very
environment-friendly as most of the
construction is underground. Thirdly,
power construction in Bhutan has been
completed in time and at Jower cost.

most important area for Bhutan-India
cooperation is agriculture. Bhutan has a
very high potential for the export of fruits
and vegetables to India, inter alia, be-
cause the Bhutanese agriculture season is

different from that of India. On the other

hand, Bhutan has been exporting to India
wood-based products. Bhutan today
exports oranges,  apples, vegetables
(including potato) and spices (like

Indeed, this has allowed Bhutan to
provide cheap electricity — it exports to
India currently at Rs 1.50 per unit.

Indeed, Bhutan is well endowed with
rich deposits of minerais such as lime-
stone, dolomite, gypsum, coal etc, not-
withstanding the fact that the Himalayas
are relatively young mountains. The
availability of cheap electric power and
improved infrastructure has enabled the
Druk-vul to establish a few industries
catering mainly to the Indian market.
Currently, the main products are cement,
calcium carbide, ferro-selicon, gypsum,
coal and dolmite.

Other goods & services

Lyonpo Yeshey Zimba, who received
the third highest number of votes in July
1998, when the ministers were elected for
a five-year term by the unicameral
legislature, the Tshogdu (National As-
sembly), is of the opinion that the other

cardamom and ginger).

Tourism is a significant component of
the Bhutanese economy and Indian
tourists do not face any restrictions in the
kingdom. As a result, Indian fourists
come in thousands especially during the
summer months to take a respite from
the sweltering heat. Indian tourists are
not circumscribed by visa restrictions and
can pay in rupees. Besides, Indians can
just cross the border easily and
comfortably.

If the two countries are moving closer
to the advantage of both on the economic
plane, there is no irritant on the diplo-
matic and political front either. His Ma-
jesty Druk Gyalpo (King) Jigme Singye
Wangchuck, who ascended the throne in
1972 at the age of 16, has so far made 13
trips to India. Thanks to the warmth in
official and civil society circles in India,
the dividing lines between his official and
private visits are always blurred.

BIG AND SMALL

GMIVOI'/ % v

Though since July 1998, King Jigme
Singye has abdicated hi{ role as the head
of government and concentrates only on-
his role as head of state, he still remains
the most significant personality in Bhu-
tan. He might have abandoned his role as
the head of government, but he still re-
tains his position in the kingdom’s poli-
tical structure. In May 1998, the Bhu-
tanese monarch was the first head of
state and government to support India’s
nuclear tests.

Friendly ties

His Majesty lost no time in expressing
shock and concern over the terrorist
attack on the Indian Parliament on 13
December. “This outrageous act of ter-
rorism on Parliament is not only an
attack on India but also on the very sym-
bol of democracy”, His Majesty said. He
added: “It is our hope that the per-
petrators of this heinous crime will be
brought to justice”. In his message to
President KR Narayanan and Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, the Druk
Gyalpo said that Bhutan condemned the
senseless acts of terrorism in all its forms.
At Thimphu, the King met the Charge
d’Affaires of India, Vinod Kumar, and
personally conveyed Bhutan’s support
for the government and people of India
in dealing with the increasing threat of
terrorism.

True, a visit by King Jigme Singye
Wangchuck to India is overdue but Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck became the
first Crown Prince of the Kingdom to pay
any official visit to India. The Bhutanese
Crown Prince utilised the opportunity to
meet President KR Narayanan and
Union external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh and also visited Dehradun,
Hyderabad, Bangalore and Wellington.
Bhutanese foreign minister Lyonpo Jigmi
Y Thinley visited India in October and
met foreign minister Jaswant Singh,
home minister Lal Krishan Advani. He
also delivered a number of lectures.

The Indian government and officials
are very cautious to ensure that no da-
mage is done to the mutually beneficial
ties nurtured over the years. Regular low-
profile visits by the officials of the
ministry of external affairs, including
those of the joint secretary (North), Ms
Meera Shankar, have helped strengthen
bilateral ties further. The new millen-
nium is sure to see the two countries
being more useful to each other.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 31. India today of-
fered assistance to Afghanistan
for raising its army. This offer was
made by the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, during his
meeting with Afghanistan’s visit-
ing Deputy Defence Minister,
Rashid Dostum.

According to the External Af-
fairs Ministry spokesperson, India
is looking at providing military
training to Afghans. India has al-
ready offered to train a part of the
police force. In fact, Afghanistan’s
Interior Minister, Younus Qanoo-
ni, had visited the National Police

Academy in Hyderabad in De-
" cember and the Foreign Minister,
Abdullah Abdullah, had also
come over.

Analysts here point out that
Gen. Dostum'’s visit is likely to
deepen India’s ties with the Uz-
bek element of the multi-ethnic
Northern Alliance. The Tajiks and
Hazaras are the other two ethnic
communities that find promi-
nence within the Northern Alli-
ance, now called the United
Front. Gen. Dostum, a leader of
ethnic Uzbeks, exercises consid-
erable influence in Northern Af-
ghanistan.

Keen to ensure that the Uzbek

flank of the Alliance is not ne-
glected, India has sent its doctors
to a government hospital in the
northern Afghan city of Mazar-e-
Sharif. India, for the first time, al-
so plans to open a consulate in
this city.

During talks with Mr. Fer-
nandes, Gen. Dostum said that
Afghanistan was seeking cooper-
ation with India especially in the
fields of information technology,

The Afghanistan Deputy Minister, Abdul Rashid Dostum,
Foreign Secretary, Chokila lyer, in New Delhi on Thursday. — AFP

. India offers to help, -
‘W raise Afghan army,.”

with the

communications, health and edu-
cation. He also held talks with the
Foreign Secretary, Chokila Iyer,
and thanked her for India’s sup-
port to Afghanistan.

India has pledged $100 millions
for rebuilding Afghanistan’s in-
frastructure apart from offering
100 million tonnes of wheat. Indi-
an doctors are also in Kabul to re-
vive the Indira Gandhi Hospital
for Women and Children.
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Karzai keen on Indian expertise >~
— B Y

By Amit Baruah fy\/ \

TOKYO, JAN. 21. The Disinvestment MiNister,
Arun Shourie, today called on the Afghan in-
terim administration chairman, Hamid Kar-
zai, to discuss matters of bilateral interest.

_~ India and the new administration in Kabul
* have kept up their contact on the sidelines of
the Afghanistan aid conference with India’s
Special Envoy, S.K. Lambah, holding talks with
the interim Afghan Foreign Minister, Abdullah
Abdullah, last night.

Mr. Shourie also called on the U.N. Secre-
tary-General, Kofi Annan, today and discussed
matters relating to Afghanistan. Mr. Annan is
scheduled to go to Afghanistan from Tokyo.

Mr. Shourie told reporters that Mr. Karzai
was pleased to know that 20 Afghan diplomats
would begin a training course in New Delhi on
February 13. The course, he said, was designed
specially for them.

Mr. Karzai expressed a desire to visit India at
an early date, pointing out that he would be
travelling to the U.S. late~ this month. The
daies for his visit to India are to be fixed

through diplomatic channels. X9 ’ (}

Mr. Karzai, who had received much atten-
tion at the aid conference, was keen on visiting
Shimlia, where he did his college education,
Mr. Shourie said. Referring to India’s strengths
in management and technical training insti-
tutes, Mr. Karzai hoped that such expertise
could be made available to Afghanistan. Mr.
Shourie informed Mr. Karzai that an Indian
Ambassador would shortly be in place in Ka-
bul.

Mr. Karzai was also keen on the resumption
of civil aviation links between India and Af-
ghanistan. Mr. Lambah, who was present at
the press briefing, said the aviation links could
resume in the next few weeks.

Earlier in his statement on the Afghan re-
construction conference, Mr. Shourie said the
process of broad-basing Afghan Government
must be consolidated, the country must be
free of outside interference, the Taliban and
Taliban-type elements must have no part in
governance, ifie country must be rid of terror-

ism and women and minorities must receive
special attention.

“As part of its international responsibilities,
especially in view of its historical ties of friend-
ship and cooperation with Afghanistan and
the Afghan people, India is committed to mak-
ing a substantial contribution to assist the new
Afghan Government. We are also committed
to unity, sovereignty, territorial integrity and
independence of Afghanistan,” the statement
said.

“India, Afghanistan and the people of the
two countries have had a long-standing record
of technical and economic cooperation in var-
ious fields.” Before 1979, Afghanistan was the
largest partner in India’s technical and eco-
nomic cooperation programme.

“The areas of cooperation covered con-
struction of dams, agriculture, hospitals, ar-
chaeology and other fields. We continued
extending humanitarian relief even during the
phase when the Taliban militia had taken over

warious parts of the country,” Mr. Shourie
“said.
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/.« The Terror Error

US secreta })f state Colin Powell’s visit to Kathmandu — and offer of
military hardwaye to the beleaguered Nepalese government to crush the
Maoists — should open New Delhi’s eyes to look at issues beyond
Kashmir. In its obsession with the K-word, and consequently Pakistan
and the US campaign against terrorism, Indian foreign policy appears to
have become a one-track affair. The government of India has all but
conceded Washington’s role as the arbiter of South Block’s direction,
and, by implication, the future of India’s relations with its neighbours. If
Pakistan-based cross-border terrorism violates Indian sovereignty, the
same sovereignty is no less transgressed when, despite the 1950 treaty
with Nepal, Indian sensibilities are ignored by Mr Powell’s explicit offer
of military aid to the Himalayan kingdom. In the past, any move by
Kathmandu to import weapons, particularly from China, has raised New
Delhi’s hackles. In fact, the crisis in the late 1980s, when Rajiv Gandhi’s
administration closed most of the trade and transit points, was intended
to impress on Nepal that New Delhi would come down heavily should
Kathmandu aspire to acquiring Chinese weapons. The 1950 treaty
between India and Nepal has been the bone of contention in recent years
with Kathmandu demanding a review of “some clauses”, meaning the
defence relationship. New Delhi has pointed out that there is no
provision for a review of the treaty. However, because it had become an

. issue of domestic politics in Nepal, India agreed to the two foreign
secretaries looking into the matter. Although this was a ploy to bury the
controversy, for that very reason it was welcomed.

This is not to suggest that Nepal should remain under India’s defence
umbrella, but to underscore that the principles of India-Nepal
relationship should not be treated as an instrument of expedience against
one power or in favour of another. Once that happens, New Delhi will not
be able to cite this principle should Kathmandu opt to import military
equipment from elsewhere, as for example, from China which is also

. committed to the campaign against terrorism. Equally important is that
New Delhi should distinguish between terrorism and insurgency. Unlike
the Taliban and the many outfits inspired by Osama bin Laden, the
Maoists of Nepal, for all their violence, represent a progressive protest
movement which is neither anti-modern nor exclusivist in ethnic and
religious terms. The Maoists are not anti-women, anti-education or
anti-development, and were, till recently, negotiating with elected
authorities who have a dismal record of both governance and adherence
to democratic norms. New Delhi has been prudent enough to stay out
of the conflict between the government and the Maoists in Nepal, for any
intervention could exacerbate the conflict and increase hostility to the
government. Such restraint, despite Nepal falling within New Delhi’s area
of ‘security interest’, is now being brazenly mocked by Washington’s
overflying of Indian prerogatives. That is, if New Delhi has not been
consulted. If it has tacitly agreed to the US supplying weapons to Nepal,
then South Block may well have given up the very clauses in the 1950
treaty on which it has been unrelenting with Kathmandu. Either way, it is
a situation that does little credit to India as it undermines its primacy as
Nepal’s best friend and biggest neighbour. -
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%@?ghans want Indian han s tg train Arm

N
GAURAV C. SAWANT 96 |
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 4 \
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INDIA'S budding relation-
ship with the new-1§ok
Afghanistan appears to be right
on track. After medical and
movie aid comes the real thing:
the armed forces are drawing a
blue print for training the
United Front (formerly the
Northern Alliance) troops and
air force after “receiving feel-
ers” from Kabul’s interim ad-
ministration.

Defence minister George
Fernandes, in an earlier inter-
view with The Indian Express,
had disclosed that India was
providing war materiel to the
Northern Alliance. Though he

did not go into details, he had
said that “whatever they were
asking”, for including artillery
pieces and ammunition, was be-
ing provided to them.

Afghanistan did not have an
organised armed force, in the
normal sense of the term, during
the six years of the Taliban
regime. Apart from the Taliban
militia, the forces under Ahmed
Shah Massoud and General Ab-
dul Rashid Dostum had their
own armies; tanks, infantry
combat vehicles, artillery and
troops.

“Most of the equipment used
by them is of Russian origin, like
ours. While we have modern
equipment and upgrades, they
are still using the war material

B NEW DELHI: The first batch of
ten tanks of frontline Russian T-90
main battle tanks (MBTS) have
landed on the Indian soil, with the
defence ministry asking Moscow to
speed up the remaining shipment in
{ view of the prevailing tension on the
border with Pakistan. SEE PG 3

we had earlier,” sources in army
headquarters said.

The Soviet pullout of
Afghanistan in 1989 left a large
quantity of equipment behind.
The Northern Alliance army is
using the same Russian infantry
combat vehicle (BMPs) as India
is, apart from radars, tanks (T-

.54, T-55s and T-62) and artillery

(130 mm) pieces, an official
said. -

Defence analyst Maj-Gen
(retd) Himmat Singh Gill, who
served as military attache at
Kabul, said the Indian army and
air force played a crucial role in
the training of the Afghan
forces before the collapse of the
Najibullah regime.

‘The capsule envisaged for
the new army in Afghanistan in-
cludes training at different lev-
els; at the Indian Military Acad-
emy (IMA) Dehradun for
cadets, squadron commander’s
course (middle-rung) at the
Mechanised Infantry Regimen-
tal Centre and Armoured Corps

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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