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Indo-US pact on eriminal m}mupnnty |

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: India and the US have
signed an agreement that will
expand the immunity  of
American citizens from the
jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court (1CC), a step that
will undoubtedly invite the
concern of some EU members.

Announcing the agreement, an
external affairs spokesperson said
India shared the US concerns
about ‘“the possible conflict
between robust national judicial
processes and  international
tribunals as also the impact of
such tribunals on national
sovereignty™.

While the agreement is on the
principle of reciprocity, it is
however advantageous largely to
the US which has been entering
into a series of such agreements
with a number of countries (15 so
far).

The agreement, signed on
Thursday by US ambassador

A\ &a A
Robert Blackwill and foreign Thultjlate

secretary Kanwal Sibal. will
ensure that citizens of either
country are not handed over to a
third country for transfer to any
international tribunal.

However, Indian citizens in any
other country may still be liable
to prosecution unless India
secures immunity through
individual agreements with other
countries.

That, clearly. is not on the
drawing board with officials
admitting the agreement had been
signed at the initiative of the US.

The US which had signed its
accession to the ICC with some
reservations during the Clinton
administration had later
withdrawn from it under the Bush
administration, saying it
threatened national sovereignty.
The move was seen primarily as a
move to protect US national from
prosecution for acts committed
while participating. in peace
keeping operations and

\

The US had promised its
commitment to international
aceountability for war crimes
genocide and crimes against
humanity by promising to
pursue the prosecution of the
accused under its own domestic
law.

Since then the US has embarked
on a path of signing bilateral
agreements with a number of
countries, more controversially
with EU members who have
become party to the ICC.

In a bid to resolve the issue, the
EU, in September set out
guidelines for its members when
considering the necessity of an
agreement in a bid to stem the
collapse of the ICC.

Though India is neither a
member of the ICC nor bound by
EU guidelines, the decision to
enter into the agreement with the
US will be seen as a clear signal of
its desire to accommodate US
interests.
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India, US to sign rlg s pact

Wil

FOREIGN SECRETARY Kanwal
Sibal and US Ambassador Robert
Blackwill will on Thursday sign an
agreement to prevent the extradi-
tion of Indian and American na-
tionals accused of human rights vi-
olations to third countries.

The agreement will also prevent
Indians and Americans from being
hauled up before the international
judicial system.

This is considered a significant
step as it secures for India an im-
portant ally in its argument uphold-
ing the sahctity of national judicial
systems over multilateral ones like

Udayan Namboodiri
New Delhi, December 25

i

the International Crlmm Court
(ICC) in Rome or the Interpnational
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague.

The Indo-US accord will stress the
primacy of national judicial pro-
cesses over international interven-
tion. "We are signatories to human
rights conventions but are against
multilateral courts because they im-
pinge on national sovereignty," a
Government source said.

The implication is that the US and
India will stand by each other if oth-
er countries or non-government or-
ganisations demand that a person of
either Indian or American origin be
extradited to a multilateral court to
be tried for crimes against humanity.

The existing bilateral extradition

L.MOUSTAN TMES

and legal assistance treaty would ’
come into play if an American or In-
dian is arrested in either country.
Indians serving on UN assign-
ments would also benefit as they

* would have the right to resist extra-

dition to third country courts. ‘

While India has always rejected
multilateralism and is one of the
few countries to have refused to sign
the ICC Treaty, the US is a new con-
vert. After signing that treaty, it
walked out of it.

Though India has often defended
cases brought against it in the ICJ —
the latest being the one lodged by
Pakistan over the 1999 Atlantis
shooting — there are no cases of
New Delhi moving this court.
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_—U.S. could not

make Pak. give up

AR
By Sridhar Krishnaswami
WASHINGTON, DEC. 11. The United
States and others in the interna-
tional community have repeat-
edly talked to Pakistan about
ending cross-border terrorism,
but the fact is that inspite of all
these efforts, the results have
not been satisfactory from In-
dia’s point of view, says Brajesh
Mishra, National Security Ad-
viser and Principal Secretary to

the Prime Minister.

Mr. Mishra is in Washington
on a three-day visit and is meet-
ing top officials of the Bush ad-
ministration for what he termed
as’ “wide-ranging discussions”
on all aspects of bilateral rela-
tions as well as regional and
other issues.

“The U.S. and other Govern-
ments have talked repeatedly to
Islamabad to end infiltration of
terrorists, wind up camps and
the infrastructure of the mili-
tants... We cannot complain on
that score,” Mr. Mishra said and
added that the results of the ef-
forts were ‘‘not satisfactory”
from India’s perspective.

“Yes, they made efforts.
We're grateful... but they did not
succeed... We cannot blame the
United States for cross-border
terrorism  not ending. The
blame lies elsewhere,” he told
mediapersons here on Tuesday
evening.

He maintained that there
could be no dialogue with Pa-
kistan unless cross-border ter-
rorism ceased and that the Bush
administration did not lean on
India ‘“‘this time” to resume
talks with Islamabad. “How can

terrorism: Brajesh

we talk, with cross-borfler ter-
rorism still going on.”

Asking India to forget about
cross-border terrorism and talk
to Pakistan would amount to
adopting double standards on
terrorism.

Mr. Mishra had extensive dis-
cussions, including a three-
hour meeting with his counter-
part, Condoleezza Rice, and a
long session with the Secretary
of State, Colin Powell.

He had also met the Directors
of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation and the Central Intelli-
gence Agencies. He described

his interactions as very
satisfactory”.

In  Washington, during a
media briefing at the Embassy
of India, Mr. Mishra said he had
discussed “‘fairly extensively”
with American policy-makers
cooperation in the peaceful us-
es of space, nuclear energy and
high technology; and hoped
that some progress would be
made.

Mr. Mishra argued that the
recent revelations on North Ko-
rea-Pakistan should not be
turned into a bilateral issue be-
tween India and Pakistan for
the simple reason that the de-
velopment of nuclear weapons
by North Korea affected a lot of
countries.

Asked to comment on Wash-
ington’s so-called “demarche”
to India over Afghanistan, he
did not get into details other
than saying “‘that incident is be-
hind us”.
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" Brajesh holds talks with

v, Condoleezza

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, DEC. 10. Brajesh Mishra, National Se-
curity Adviser and Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister, has had extensive talks with key
members of the Bush administration as part of
the ongoing bilateral dialogue in the context of
broadening and deepening relationship between
India and the United States.

On Monday, Mr. Mishra met his counterpart,
Condoleezza Rice, here for a discussion that last-
ed three hours, including a working lunch. Later,
he called on the Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
for a session lasting fifty minutes.

At a general level, issues of bilateral, regional
and global interest were also taken up during the
talks, which took place in a “cordial and friendly”
atmosphere.

Mr. Mishra is expected to focus on specific is-
sues of bilateral interest such as cooperation in
technology. He is also expected to meet top offi-
cials of nodal intelligence agencies here like Ge-
orge Tenet, head of the Central Intelligence
Agency and officials at the Pentagon.

Normally, Mr. Mishra’s visit would include in-
teraction with top lawmakers of both parties, but
Congress is not in session. Still, he is expected to
meet a few of them, including the incoming Chair
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Ri-
chard Lugar.

Washington, these days, 46 quite obsessed with
Iraq and Saddam Huyss€in. And, hence, this is a

\
topic of discussion. The U.§. is aware of New !
Delhi’s stand on Iraq. India’s ihterests in Iraq and °
West Asia have been well articulated.

One of the issues that Mr. Mishra is expected to
pursue is the North Korea-Pakistan relationship
that has taken a new and dangerous route in the
realm of nuclear and missile proliferation.

Whatever private steps the Bush administra-
tion seems to be taking, publicly it appears to be
giving the benefit of doubt to Islamabad saying
that things and attitudes have changed since Sep-
tember 11, a view hotly contested here and else-
where. That the dubious Islamabad-Pyongyang
missile-for-nuclear technology-axis continued as
late as July has been exposed. It has also been
revealed that Pakistan had the audacity to actual-
ly use a U.S.-supplied C-130 transport meant for
fighting “terror” for a “shipment” from Pyon-
gyang, all, of course, denied by Islamabad.

In fact, many in this country want the adminis-
tration to probe China’s role in all this. Beijing is
said to have actually given its blessings to the
Islamabad-Pyongyang “barter deal” and, in the
process, “having” it both ways.

The Bush administration is also quite aware of
India’s growing concern and anger about Pakis-
tan’s continuing role in the cross-border terror-
ism.

And, more pointedly, that the President of Pa-
kistan, Pervez Musharraf, is not living up to his
part of the commitment to the U.S. and others in
the international community.

Rice, Powell,,

™ HINDU
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,,/India doubts the reliability of the US as a source of defence Supplies and technology

<« /Technically bilateral

n important bilatera,dis-
cussion between India
and the United States of
America took place in the
second week of Novem-
ber to review and revive technological
cooperation between the two countries
after a gap of nearly two-and-a-half to
three years. The discussions were cru-
cial since this was the first exercise to
comprehensively review this vital as-
pect of bilateral relations since India’s
nuclear weapons tests of May 1998. Be-
fore one comes to an assessment of this
most recent of initiatives and pros-
pects, it is relevant to examine techno-
logical interaction between India and
the US over the years. The cooperation
in this sphere, however, does not and
cannot occur in a vacuum. It is neces-
sarily dependent on the guiding politi-
cal and strategic considerations in the
foreign policies of both countries.

The over-arching influence on
India-US relations till the late Eighties
was the chemistry of the Cold War and
the central point in American foreign
policy was the question whether the
democratic West, led by the US, could
more effectively meet the objective of
successfully responding to the rising
expectations in developing countries,
particularly in a large one like India,
which also claimed the additional
virtue of being a democracy. The end of
the Cold War between 1989 and 1991
has in a manner reduced the centrality
of the guestion mentioned above, as
the US diplomat and scholar, Dennis
Kux, asserted in the mid-Nineties:
“Now that the Cold War is happily his-
tory, India has slid down the ladder of
US priorities although its continuing
effort to develop as a democracy does
remain significant.” Kux goes on to
add the significant conclusion: “One
can hardly make support for democra-
cy as a guiding principle of American
foreign policy, yet ignore what happens
in a democracy in a country whete 860
million people live, one out of every six
human being on earth [Kux wrote this
in 1994].” But at the most fundamental
level this remains the basic considera-
tion in the dilemmas in US’s south
Asian policies.

he way out was articulated in
I the draft of the US defence plan-

ning guide which was leaked to .

The New York Times early in 1992. The
portion related to India partially read
as follows: “We [the US] will seek to
prevent the further development of nu-
clear arms race on the Indiameub-con-
{inent. In this regard we should work
to have both countries, India and Pak-
istan, adhere to the non-proliferation
treaty and to place their nuclear ener-
gy facilities under the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s safeguards.

The author is former foreign
secretary of India

We should discourage Indian hege-
monic aspirations over the other states
in south Asia and on the Indian ocean.
With regard to Pakistan, a construc-
tive US-Pakistan military relationship
will be an important element in our
strategy to promote stable security
conditions in southwest Asia and cen-
tral Asia. We should therefore endeav-
our to rebuild our military relation-
ship with Pakistan given the accept-
able resolution of our nuclear con-
cerns.”

Though this approach might have
been modified in articulation in the
final official document, the basic con-
siderations influencing US policies as
mentioned above have not altered.
This is the basic orientation underpin-
ning the US’s subcontinental policies,
particularly so in respect of technolog-
ical cooperation.

logical cooperation has been a

chequered one. While on the one
hand, it is the inputs from the US
which initiated our space and nuclear
programmes, cooperation in these
spheres was always subject to US con-
cerns about horizontal proliferation
and military imbalance between India
and Pakistan and in the subcontinert.
There was a certain reluctance on the
part of the US to assist India in devel-
oping its infrastructural industries,
particularly in the steel sector, which
only changed after the Russians gave
this assistance and the resulting com-
petition brought in the British and the
Germans.

The 1974 underground nuclear tests
by India resulted in re-imposition of
technological and economic sanctions
against India, slowing down bilateral
cooperation. An attempt was made to
remedy matters half way during the
tenure of the then president, Ronald
Reagan, when a memorandum of un-
derstanding for technological coopera-
tion was signed between the US and
India in 1984. This included arrange-
ments for close cooperation in the
spheres of computer technology and
certain aspects of space technology for
peaceful purposes. These arrange-
ments did not take off the ground be-
cause of the Irag-Kuwalit crisis and the
anxieties about horizontal prolifera-
tion in countries like North Korea,
Iraq, Iran, Pakistan and India. -~

Regimes like the missile control
technology regime, the Nuclear Sup-
pliers Group agreement, the nuclear
non-proliferation act of the US came
into operation. Similarly, doctrines of
dual-use technology, the need to pre-
vent such technologies from falling
into the hands of “rogue” or “irrespon-
sible” states created a generally re-
strictive atmosphere on prospects of

T he history of India-US techno-

J.N. DIXIT

India-US cooperation in the spheres of
sophisticated technology.

The 1998 nuclear weapons tests by
India compounded the situation as far
as this cooperation was concerned.
The US imposed across-the-board eco-
nomic and technological sanctions,
putting into operation its “enhanced
proliferation control initiative”. Two
hundred Indian organizations or enti-
ties were put on the prohibited list
under what was called a catch-all con-
notation. No US company or entity
could trade or interact with these 200
Indian entities. Any trading arrange-
ment was subject to export licences
predicated on an a priori negative deci-
sion. Even contracts between individu-

als in these agencies and their US
counterparts stood suspended. The
more recent developments in this
sphere of India-US relations com-
menced with the talks between
Jaswant Singh and Strobe Talbott in
1999, resulting in about 50 or 60 Indian
entities being removed from the above-
mentioned prohibited list. One hun-
dred and fifty entities still remain on
the list.

It was only in September 2001 that
the Bush administration removed all
sanctions against India and Pakistan,
although certain restrictions have re-
mained in place under the US non-pro-
liferation act and related congression-
al stipulations. Now only 24 entities re-

main on the restrictive list. These enti-.

ties are India’s nuclear facilities which
arenot under IAEA safeguards, the De-
fence and Research Development Or-
ganization, Bharat Electronics, and
the Indian Rare Earth Organization.
India’s importing sophisticated tech-

™ Rangarajan and Anil Kakodkar, chiefs

nologies now is not subject to the com-
prehensive negativism of the En-
hanced Proliferation Control Initia-
tive. US export licences are still neces-
sary, but the applications are predicat-
ed on a positive response.

The Bush administration, which
came into power in January 2001, not
only continued but also expanded the
qualitative positive orientation to-
wards India initiated by Bill Clinton in
the last year of his tenure. While the
Bush administration remained com-
mitted to its global non-proliferation
and arms control objectives, there was
a certain adjustability in its approach
to these issues rooted in US’s strategic
and security interests. There was more

‘ The extent to which

India can conform to the
US’s world-views is a
challenge for indian

foreign policy planners ,

political realism. India, therefore, de-
cided to engage the US in a discussion
to reduce restrictions on technological
cooperation, particularly in the
spheres of space, nuclear technology
and dual-use goods, and on technolo-
gies given the labe] of Trinity.

The external affairs minister, Yash-
want Sinha, broached this subject
when he was in Washington on Sep-
tember 9 this year. The item also
formed part of the agenda of the prime
minister’s discussion with George W.
Bush. The response was positive. S.

of our space and atomic energy depart-
ments, followed up on this political dia-
logue when their US counterpart came
to India. The US under-secretary of
commerce, Ken Juster, visited India in
the second week of this month to give -
more substance to India-US exchanges
on this subject.

here is ajoint India-US high-tech
I technology consuitative group
tasked with working ouf plans of
bilateral technological cooperation’
across the board. This, however, does -
not mean that there would be no differ- -
ences of opinion between India and the '
US on this issue. The cooperation has
to be structured subject to the general
obligations of the US government to its
legislative non-proliferation obliga-
tions. However, the political and strate-
gic considerations affecting US poli--
cies towards India seem to be chang-
ing. The president of the US has to
present a national security assessment ™
to the congress once during every

- tenure. Bush made this presentation in

September 2002. Tt is significant thathe
referred to India in this presentation*
under the chapter of emerging centres
of global power, underlining thé °
strengthening of relations with India "
as an important item on the US’s for-
eign policy agenda. N
The India-US trade in technology.
particularly the non-atomic energy*
sector, forms amajor segment of India-"
US bilateral trade and it is growing at -
the rate of 35 per cent to 40 per cent per”
annum. The US seems to reluctantly
acknowledge India’s nuclear weapons’
status, and more important, India’sca-
pacities to function as a responsible-
nuclear weapons power (even though
the US does not recognize India as anu-
clear power legally). )
Further meetings of the high-tecl-
nology consultative group are sched-’
uled for next year and it is reasonable
to presume that cooperation in the -
technological sector would be a ce-
menting factor in India-US relations.”
This prospect, is of course subject to"
overall strategic stipulation that °
India’s policies do not radically contra- -
dict or challenge the global and region-
al order envisaged by the US policy-
planners. The extent to which India -
can conform to the US’s world-views in
the context of Indian interests consti-’
tutes a challenge for India’s foreigh °
policy planners. "

aving stated this, one also has~
H to acknowledge that there are,

doubts and reticences in India-
about the reliability of the US as a’
source of defence supplies and tech-
nologies because of India’s experience”
of the US turning off the tap whenever °
it feels that US interests are affected by*
Indian policy orientations, particular- -
ly in relation to Pakistan. This ré-
mains a limitation. b



Wisner moots steps to

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, December 3

FORMER UNITED States am-
bassador to India and currently
vice-chairman of insurer AIG
Frank Wisner, who is leading a
high-powered US-India Business
Council delegation to India, has
presented an eight-point propos-
al which could give a fillip to eco-
nomic cooperation between the
two countries.

Wisner highlighted the fact
that the state of the world econo-
my is fragile and the prospects of
a conflict in the Middle East or
further terror attacks could
jeopardise any hint of growth in
2003. However, he did say Ameri-
can business had made a major
impact on India and that coun-
try's impact on the United States
was increasing day by day. "In ar-
eas like information technology,

d

boost Inc

IT-enabled services, biotechnolo-
gy and other knowledge-based
industries and services the po-
tential of economic cooperation
has increased dramatically”, he
stated.

Wisner said India had to re-
form its tariff structure for
trade to take off. "The opening up
of trade is the mother of all re-
forms", he pointed out, adding
that lower tariffs would make
foreign direct investment more
viable for overseas investors.

"The proposed tariff reduc-
tion in the Kelkar report sends a
loud signal of India's commit-
ment to opening up its market",
he added.

Among Wisner's other propos-
als were for the government to
remove foreign investment caps
and to ease the process of invest-
ing in India. He also felt more
capital needed to be in the hands

0-US trade "4/,

of the private sector as well as
reform of regulatory bodies.

Another of Wisner's proposals
was for financial sector reforms.
"Broader, deeper capital markets
will power India's growth for-
ward and from an American
business perspective India is on
the right track.”

He also repeated the oft-men-
tioned requirements for better
infrastructure as well as protec-
tion of intellectual property
rights.

One of Wisner's more interest-
ing proposals was for the 'securi-
ty of information pipelines'
"With several Fortune 1000 mov-
ing their back office operations
to India it is crucial to make this
trade secure, reliable and rou-
tine. Our two countries can set
up the gold standard for BPO
(business process outsourcing)
operations", he pointed out.
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| JAMMU, DEC. 3. The United States Ambassador to Ind , Robert -
| Blackwill, said today that the global fight against terrorism would
| remain incomplete as long as terrorism existed in Jaromu and
| Kashmir and added that it was far from over.

i Speaking to reparters here today after meeting the Jammu and

l Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, at the latter’s

| residence late this evening he said: “Jammu and Kashmir is a
| beautiful State but it is afflicted with the menace of terrorism.

| People here have suffered a lot in the last decade. Most of the

victims are innocents.” He emphasised the urgency for ending the
prolonged tragedy of the people.

! Paying tributes to the soldiers guarding the State, he said: “I

" went to the areas near the Line of Control and the International

; Border. The security personnel deployed over there are guarding

I t

(

he difficult terrain against heavy odds. The beautiful land Has
been ravaged by violence.”

F 4 DEC )
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 Plan for the great thaw

|

i N discussions earlier this
; month, technological co-
| operation between India
‘ and the United States was
i revived. This was the first exercise
in nearly three years to compre-
hensively review this vital aspect of
bilateral ties. Technological rela-
tions between the two countries
have been in a general hiatus since
India’s nuclear weapons test of
May 1998.

The overarching influence on
Indo-US relations till the late 1980s
was the chemistry of the Cold War.
The central question in American
foreign policy was whether the de-
mocratic West, led by the US, could
more effectively meet the objective,
of successfully responding to the ris-
ing expectations in developing
countries, particularly in a large de-
veloping country like India which
! also claimed the virtue of being a

democracy. The end of the Cold
War between 1989 and 1991 hasre-
duced the centrality of that ques-
tion. As US diplomat and scholar
Dennis Kux asserted in the mid-
1990s, ‘now that the Cold War is
happily history, India has slid down

- the ladder of US priorities although
its continuing effort to develop as a

" democracy does remain signifi-
cant’, Significantly, Kux went on to
conclude: ‘one can hardly make
support for democracy as a guiding
principle of American foreign pol-
icy, yet ignore what happens in a

* democracy in a country where 860
million people live, one out of every
six human beings on earth’ (Kux

draft defence planning docu-
ent, leaked to the New York Times
i/m 1992, outlined the USAs South
I Asia policy thus: ‘We (US) will seek
to prevent the further development
of nuclear arms race on the Indian
sub-continent. In this regard we
should work to have both countries,
India and Pakistan, adhere to Non-
Proliferation Treaty and to place
| theirnuclear energy facilities under
~ International Atomic Energy
. Agency’s safeguard. We should dis-

£J.N.Dixir

Indo-US technological
ties have just got
stronger

qcz/g/g\umn

courage Indian hegemonic aspira-
tions over the other states in South
Asia and on the Indian Ocean.
With regard to Pakistan, a construc-
tive US-Pakistan military relation-
shipwill be animportant element in
our strategy to promote stable secu-

-rity conditions in South West Asia

and Central Asia’.

'The history of Indo-US techno-
logical cooperation has been a che-
quered one. While on the one
hand, it is the inputs from the US
which initiated our space and nu-
clear programmes, cooperation in
these spheres was always subject to
US concerns about horizontal pro-
liferation and military imbalance

arrangements did not take off.
Regimes like the Missile Technol-
ogy Control Regime, the NSG
Agreement by the Nuclear Suppli-
ers Group and the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Act of the US came
into operation. Similarly doctrines
of dual use technology created a
generally restrictive atmosphere.

The 1998 nuclear weapons tests
by India compounded this situa-
tion. The US imposed across-the-
board economic and technological
sanctions putting into operation its
‘enthanced proliferation control ini-
tiative’. Two hundred Indian organ-
isations or entities were put on the
prohibited list.

India’s importing sophisticated
technologies now is not subject to the
comprehensive negativism of the Enhanced
Proliferation Control Initiative

between India and Pakistan. There
was reluctance on the part of the
US to assist India in developing its
infrastructural industries, particu-
larly in the steel sector which only
changed after the Russians gave
this assistance and the resulting
competition brought in the British
and the Germans. The 1974 under-
ground nuclear tests by India re-
sulted in the re-imposition of tech-
nological and economic sanctions
against India. An attempt was
made to remedy matters in Rea-
gan’s tenure when a memorandum
of understanding was signed be-
tween the US and India in 1984,
which included arrangements for
cooperation in computer technol-
ogy and aspects of space technology
for peaceful purposes. But these

It was only in September 2001
that the Bush administration re-
moved all sang#ions against India

and Pakistan, although certain re- -

strictions have remained in place
under the US Non-FProliferation
Act and related congressional stip-
ulations. Now 24 entities remain on
the Restrictive List. These are In-
dia’s nuclear facilities which are not
under IAEA safeguards, the De-
fence and Research Development
Organisation, the Bharat Electron-
ics, Indian Rare Earth Organisa-
tion. India’s importing sophisti-
cated technologies now is not
subject to the comprehensive nega-
tivism of the Enhanced Prolifera-
tion Control Initiative. US export li-
cences are still necessary but the
applications are predicated on posi-

CUNIAN EXPRES-

tive response. The Bush adminis-
tration not only continued but ex-
panded the positive orientation to-
wards India initiated by Bill Clinton
in the last year of his tenure. While
the Bush administration remains
committed to its global non-prolif-
eration and arms control objective,
there hasbeen a certain adjustability
in their approach on these issues
rooted in the US’s strategic and se-
curity interest. There has been
more political realism.

The political and strategic con-
siderations affecting US policies
towards India seem to be changing.
The US president presents a Na-
tional Security Assessment to the
Congress; Bush made this presen-
tation in September 2002. It is sig-
nificant that he referred to India in
this presentation under the chapter
of emerging centres of global

_power, underlining the strengthen-
ing of relations with India as an im-
portant item on the US foreign pol-
icy agenda. Indo-US trade in
technology, particularly the non-
atomic energy sector, forms a ma-
jor segment of Indo-US bilateral
trade, growing at 35 to 40 per cent
per annum. The US seems to re-
luctantly acknowledge India’s nu-
clear weapons status and, more im-
portantly, India’s capacities to

-function as a responsible nuclear
‘weapons power (even though it

does not recognise India as a nu-
clear power legally). Further meet-
ings of the high technology consul-
tative group are scheduled for next
year and it is reasonable to pre-
sume that cooperation in the tech-
nological sector would be a
cementing factor in Indo-US rela-
tions. This prospect is, of course,
subject to the overall strategic stip-
ulation that India’s policies do not
radically contradict or challenge
the global and regional order envis-
aged by the US policy planners.
The extent to which India can con-
form to the American world view
in the context of Indian interests
constitutes a challenge for India’s
foreign policy planners.
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~RAQ MUST RELINQUISH WEAPONS, IF ANY’
VRE W ©o-l e

0 No powe;)' should enforce
its will on any country: PM |

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 19. The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, said today that the clouds
of war were hanging over Baghdad, but
hoped there would be no conflict.

Mr. Vajpayee said all the issues, and all
the problems (relating to Iraq) should be
settled through dialogue at the United
Nations. “Nobody should use force against
another,” the Prime Minister said.

“If Iraq has such weapons that pose a
threat to humanity, then it should relinquish
these weapons on its own.”

Other countries, he said, should
understand that every nation has the right to
determine its own destiny and choose its
own ruler.

“Nobody can be imposed, nor should there
be any imposition,” Mr. Vajpayee said in

what appeared to be a reference to "regime - i , ) éﬂﬁg

change” in Iraq. A s AL
The Prime Minister was speaking at a The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,

function at his official residence to celebrate during a prayer at his residence on the

Guru Nanak’s birth anniversary and referred  occasion of Guru Nanak Dev Prakash ‘utsav’

to Iraq after stating that the Guru had in New Delhi on Tuesday.

travelled to Baghdad. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna
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ia doubts reliability of

po!
B\
By Our |Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 12. India today
publicly questioned the reliabil-
ity of the U.S. as a long-term
partner for defence equipment.
A similar message was delivered
to the U.S. Government repre-
sentatives at a closed-door
meeting which, incidentally,
cleared most of the Indian re-
quests for military hardware.

“The U.S. needs to show that
its industry will be a reliable
partner. There are serious
doubts on product support,”
said a senior Government offi-
cial. Although several irritants
have been recently removed
and in-principle approvals
granted to a large number of
items, officials remained unim-
pressed. “So far, we have dealt
with simple items. We are yet to
test out the efficacy of the
changed U.S. approval proce-
dures,” said the Defence Pro-
duction & Supplies Secretary, N.
S. Sisodia.

He went on to warn the U.S of
alternate ‘supply sources if it
continued to waffle on long-
term product support. “It needs
to be recognised that we are op-
erating in a competitive market

_state-of-the-art

for defence equipment. If the
U.S. is not a good source for
equipment,
there are alternate sources
available,” he observed at a
meeting between U.S. arma-
ments industry officials with the
Confederation of Indian Indus-
try representatives.

Reluctance by the Americans
to stipulate a time-frame for de-
livery of equipment also be-
trayed a “lack of reliability”’, Mr.
Sisodia said adding that the old
American argument that even
its closest allies were vulnerable
to disruption of supplies was
“not of much support.”

The U.S. in reply assured that
it was genuinely interested in a
long-term defence relationship
and sought to alleviate the dis-
play of Indian apprehensions by
observing that it took time to
develop a robust relationship.

Edward Ross, heading the
U.S. team at the inter-govern-
mental meeting on defence
purchases, assured that the
principles on which arms were
allowed to be sold to India and
other countries were similar. He
asked New Delhi to understand
the imperatives that made the
U.S. act the way it did in the

S. as defence partner

past and said such situations
could be avoided through fre-
quent dialogue. A closer Indo-
U.S. security relationship was
ordained because it would not
only meet U.S. political goals
but also fulfil the Indian need
for defence equipment.

Mr. Sisodia and a senior Indi-
an Army general, Pankaj Joshi,
also commented on the simple
‘“buyer-seller” relationship that
the U.S. appeared to be interest-
ed in. “There should be some
technical partnership such as
joint production or transfer of
technology,” observed Gen.
Joshi, adding that the U.S. in-
dustries would do well to em-
ulate the model they have
agreed upon in China and Tur-
key.

They asked Washington to re-
frain from viewing New Delhi as
a market for weapon systems if
it wanted to capitalise on the
enormous commercial oppor-
tunities that had arisen due to
increased threat perceptions.
Both officers pointed out that
Indian requirement for military
hardware was defensive in na-
ture, purely aimed at protecting

terrorism.

e IGO0

its borders ayombaﬁng
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New Delhi can never compete with Islamabad in woomg Washington

/?‘“/There salmittob

early a decade of being

“nice” to the Americans

as a policy is coming to its

logical cul-de-sac in New

Delhi’s Raisina Hill. That
policy started with stray, isolated ges-
tures during the days of PV. Nara-
simha Rao’s prime ministership, when
South Block was told by 7, Race Course
Road, the prime ministerial home, that
the United States of America was the
most important foreign policy priority
for India and that the Americans need-
ed to be wooed.

These individual instances of tak-
ing that extra step to please the Ameri-
cans became sacrosanct and was con-
verted to policy once Frank Wisner ar-
rived in New Delhi as the US ambassa-
dor. The mandarins of South Block are
sticklers for protocol. They were horri-
fied when the then foreign secretary
decided to invite Wisner to his official
residence at 3, Circular Road for din-
ner within days of his arrival.

Not even a tentative date had been
discussed for Wisner to present his cre-
dentials to the rashtrapati. Diplomatic
convention dictates that a new ambas-
sador does not meet officials of his
host country until after he has present-
ed credentials. Such a convention is
not limited to India. It applies to all
world capitals except a few like Wash-
ington, where the president has no
time for ambassadors for months and
months after they have arrived.

Or Baghdad, where Saddam Hus-
sein may never receive an ambas-
sador’s credentials at all, as it hap-
pened to the previous Indian ambassa-
dor to Iraq. In Washington, they get
over this problem by asking ambassa-
dors to function as ambassadors right
away after the state department goes
through the formalities, pending the
formal credentials ceremony at the
White House.

In Baghdad, on the other hand, sev-
eral meetings are fixed with the presi-
dent, the ambassador is driven to dif-
ferent locations, his cars are switched
for reasons of security and the ceremo-
ny is aborted at the 11th hour and 59th
minute as a message comes on the cell
phones of protocol officials that Sad-
dam feels it is unsafe for him to present
himself at the ceremony. With several
such aborted credentials ceremonies
behind him, the ambassador finally
starts work in sheer desperation after
handing over his letter of credenceto
the Iraqi foreign ministry.

ence, the foreign - se(}“etary S

dinner invitation to Thé rew US
ambassador was viewed by many then
as an affront to the president. Rashtra-
pati Bhavan was then engaged in an ex-
ercise of streamlining its dealings
with foreign missions and the min-
istry of external affairs. The foreign
secretary’s office first tried to bully the
president’s secretariat and get Wisner
ahead of the queue of ambassadors
waiting for their first formal meeting
with the head of state. The invitation
for dinner was extended when the

B utto get back to Wisner’s experi-

B\ AN

president’s secretariat refused to be
bullied and told South Block that Wis-
ner would have to await his turn like
every other envoy who was new to
India. But the cosy dinner chat at 3,
Circular Road was a signal from the
MEA that Wisner could start function-
ing as “His Excellency” without wait-
ing for the president to receive him, as
protocol required.

In the years that followed, as the
print media and television created illu-
sions of a special relationship between
India and the US, it became an unwrit-
ten rule not only in South Block, but
also in North Block — even in Akbar
Bhavan where protocol, customs and
other issues concerning foreign mis-
sions are handled — that officials had
to go that extra mile to be extra nice to
the Americans.

Evenas other d1plomatlc missions
grumbled, the US embassy in New
Delhi received special treatment in the
issuance of cards which allowed diplo-
mats access to airports right up to the
departure gates to the aircraft, to men-
tion one example of little consequence.
But the trouble with such an attitude,
especially in a foreign office, is that
once you bend the rules, there is no
limit to the requests you get and the
concessions you are able to make.

run-up to Bill Clinton’s visit to

India in March, 2000. The Ameri-
cans told the Indian embassy in Wash-
ington that the US marines who were
going into India in connection with the
visit would land in New Delhi without
visas. The embassy was appalled. But
the Americans said that the Marines
were used to going into countries with-
out having to carry their passports. In
fact, many of them had no passports.
But the embassy stood its ground, and
in the end, every US Marine who went
to India carried a valid passport with
a visa for India duly stamped on the
document.

More recently, when the secretary
of state, Colin Powell, was going to
New Delhi, some smart alec in the Indi-
an government proposed that journal-
ists accompanying Powell should be is-
sued gratis visas by the Indian mission
in Washington. The proposal may have
been carried out but for another offi-
cial who said it would create a scandal
in the Indian media. Because the US
embassy and consulates in India
charge the usual fees from journalists
— even those accompanying Indian
prime ministers to the US. Reciprocity,
for a change, won the day.

The change in attitude that Raisina
Hill is now going through does not
mean that officials will henceforth be
nasty to the Americans. Not at all. It
only means that protocol will strictly
apply to the Americans just like any-
one else. Several factors have prompt-

T hat was what happened in the

DIPLOMACY
K.P. NAYAR

ed such a change. There is a new minis-
ter for external affairs and his minis-
ter of state has put in his papers. South
Block also has a new foreign secretary.
Unlike his well-liked, but comprehen-
sively ineffective predecessor, Kanwal
Sibal is determined to exercise his au-
thority, judgment and discretion.

So when Powell packed his bags to
leave for New Delhi in July, it was put
to the new minister in South Block,
Yashwant Sinha, and to the prime min-

ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, that proto-
col should take precedence over ges-
tures. Sinha was convinced that Powell
should only meet him and not the
prime minister.

This was not meant as a snub to the
visiting secretary of state. Sibal took
the view that all visiting foreign minis-
ters should only meet their Indian
counterpart and not run around New
Delhi chatting with everyone from
Sonia Gandhi to Chandra Shekhar.
That was no way to do business with
foreign governments. Powell would
not have met either Vajpayee or the
deputy prime minister, L. K. Advani, in
July if the Indian embassy in Washing-
ton had not raised Cain.

The Indian ambassador to the US,
Lalit Mansingh, pointed out that the
president, George W. Bush, had re-
ceived Jaswant Singh, Sinha’s prede-
cessor in South Block, in the Oval Of-
fice. Bush had spent 25 minutes with
Advani while he was meeting the na-
tional security adviser, Condoleeza

‘»

Rice, in her office. The defence secre-
tary, Donald Rumsfeld, had received
Jaswant Singh, when he was defence
minister, with special honours.

The ambassador’s rationale was
grudgingly accepted at 7, Race Course
Road, but in the process neither the
British foreign secretary, Jack Straw,
nor his French counterpart, Domin-
ique de Villepin, who were both in
India around the same time as Powell,
got to meet Vajpayee. Protocol could

‘ There is a new hard
look at foreign policy now
under way in the MEA

and in the PMO ,

not be jettisoned again and again.

Sinha and Sibal also believe that
niceties are no substitute for policy.
Being nice can help, but only upto a
point. Besides, south Asia, they reck-
on, is entering a new period of hard,
often uncomfortable, realities in its
dealings with the US. Look carefully at
what is happening within Pakistan.
And the changes that are taking place
in US-Pakistan relations.

Most people in India did not even
notice a prophetic statement to Pak-
istan television by Richard Haass, the
director of policy planning at the state
department, when he was in Islam-

eingnice

abad after his visit to India last menth:
“I'don’t think it is any exaggeration to
say that out of all of our bilateral-réla-
tionships, probably the US-Pakistani
relationship is the most changed for
the better over the last year or two
years. This change was already, hap-
pening before September 11th. When
we came into office, we were-deter-
mined to improve the US-Pakistani re-
lationship — which, by the way, had
begun to improve somewhat .even
under the previous administration, to-
ward the end. It is quite remarkable
how far we have come. Pakistan new is,
Ithink, one of the top four recipients of
US assistance programs...Our -ili-
taries are cooperating much more...So
1think there has really been extraordl

nary progress.”

he question that was asked of
I Haass did not require such an ef-
fusive reply. He could have got
away with much less. That he said
what he did only shows that he meant
every word of it. And that is something
which South Block is beginning to
grasp as the dust settles on the events
since September 11, 2001. Meanwhile,
within Pakistan, the only common
thread among the various political
parties — make no mistake on this
score — is their competing claims to
get into America’s good books. Saon
after the elections in her country,
Benazir Bhutto was in Washington
trying to convince the assistant secre-
tary of state, Christina Rocca, that
her party was the best bet for the
Americans.

The very first statement, after the
elections, by the alliance of Islamic
parties, the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal,
said: “We are ready to cooperate §ith
the US in the war against terrorism,
but the Americans should not expect
support from us in the war against
Islam or Muslims.” Why, right from the
morrow of the September 11 terrorist
attacks, the MMA had word from Bush
himself that America’s war is against
terrorism and not against Islam. -

So the Islamic parties in Pakistan
would have reason to cooperate with
the US if and when the need for.such
cooperation arose in Washingten. In
any case, Indians should not forget
that Maulana Fazlur Rehman, the
MMA's choice for prime ministership,
used to be an honoured guest at the
state department in the first half of the
last decade when he was chairman of
the Pakistan national assembly’s for-
eign relations committee and an
ardent international lobbyist for the
taliban.

Pakistan and its political establish-

ment — including the Islamic par-
ties — are like ripe fruit for the Ameri-
cans to'pick from. India is different,
and therefore, New Delhi can never
compete with Islamabad in wooing
Washington. Which is why there is a
new, hard look at foreign policy now
under way in the MEA and in the
prime minister’s office.

In the final analysis, the whole of
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Ny \' 5 INDO-U.S. TIES / ‘REMOVE INVESTORS' FEARS

India is a victim of terrorism: U.S.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, OCT. 29. The United States Am-
bassador, Robert D. Blackwill, said today
that India was a victim of terrorism which
was entirely “external driven’.

Addressing a FICCI meeting here on
U.S.-India economic relations, Mr. Black-
will responded to a question on Jammu and
Kashmir by observing that "India is a victim

¢ of terrorism. The problem in Kashmir is

cross-border terrorism. In our judgment it
(terrorism in Kashmir) is entirely external
driven.”

He said the insurgency-hit State had the
potential to become a great tourism desti-
nation if peace returned. ”’ If peace and sta-
bility can be brought, it is a fabulous
destination (for tourists).”

He did not comment on the prospects for
peace following the successful Assembly
elections in J&K and said "what happens
there remains to be seen.”

Mr. Blackwill said Indo-U.S. relations
were rooted in “common interests, shared
beliefs and personal feelings.” However,
major advances notwithstanding, econom-

ic relations lagged far behind.

“ Transformation of our bilateral ties can
be seen in the unprecedented stream of
Washington policymakers who continue to
visit New Delhi, nearly 100 in the past year.
These officials engage intensively with their
Indian counterparts in U.S.-India diplo-
matic collaboration, counter-terrorism ef-
forts, defence and military-to-military
cooperation, intelligence exchange, law en-
forcement, development assistance, joint
scientific and health projects.”

The Indo-Pak tensions, the recent com-
munal violence in Gujarat and the “uncer-
tainty” over disinvestment policies were
putting the brakes on the flow of foreign
investments into India. Americans hesitat-
ed to invest in India because of the un-
certainty over economic reforms. "The
disinvestment debate in the last two
months is only the latest example,” he said.

Also, potential U.S. investors felt that In-
dian taxes and tariffs were too high and
there was much government interference
in business decisions. There was erosion of
confidence whether the sanctity of con-
tracts would be honoured. The erosion of

confidence was the cumulative effect, he
said while not blaming it on any single
project.

“U.S. pharmaceutical and biotech com-
panies would expand their presence here if
India had a modern legal framework to pro-
tect product patents,” he said and drew a
parallel with China which had forged ahead
of India on most economic measures and
was an attractive destination for U.S. in-
vestors.

There was need to raise the foreign direct
investment caps and open up the retail sec-
tor, besides putting up worldclass infras-
tructure of roads, airports and ports to
attract foreign investment.

“The image among many U.S. investors
—and the underlying reality —is that India
Inc. is only partially open for business. The
present American view is largely that China
is a place where companies can make mon-
ey, and India is not,” he said emphasising
that India was capable of high growth rates
and should pursue reforms aggressively as
that would help transform bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries for mutual

prosperity. /
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Sinha, Haass discuss bilateral issues

-V
By Amit Baruah \AO

' NEW DELHI, OCT. 28. India and the

United States today had their
first face-to-face discussions on
the North Korean nuclear issue
when Richard Haass, Director
(Policy Planning Staff) in the
State Department, called on the
External Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha.

According to the Foreign Of-
fice spokesman, the entire ga-

. mut of bilateral issues came up

for discussion between Mr.
Haass and Mr. Sinha. There was
also a brief review of the pre-
vailing regional situation apart
from discussions on Iraq. Mr.
Haass meets the Finance Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh, and the De-
fence Minister, George
Fernandes, tomorrow. Accord-

! ing to the spokesman, Mr. Sinha

and Mr. Haass spoke about the
current state of play in the U.N.
Security Council relating to a
possible resolution on Iraq.
Separately, Mr. Haass inter-
acted with the newly-formed,
50-strong'India-U.S. Parliamen-

! tary Forum.

The U.S. Ambassador to In-
dia, Robert Blackwill, was also
present at the meeting.

Mr. Haass, who travels to Pa-

Lo v
ad a
meeting with the non-official

kistan tomorrow, alsd
“Kashmir Committee” headed
by Ram Jethmalani, which has
some prominent editors and re-
tired officials as members.

According to sources, Mr.
Haass reiterated the need to re-
sume dialogue with Pakistan
when he met with the biparti-
san Parliamentary forum. He
explained the American posi-
tion on Iraq to the MPs. At his
meeting with the Kashmir Com-
mittee, the American official —
a key adviser to the Secretary of
State — whose job it is to take a
longer-term vision of the U.S.
foreign  policy, reportedly
stressed the importance of the
panel’s job.

Mr. Haass was hopeful that
the new Government in Jammu
and Kashmir would take steps
to redress the grievances of the
people, sources said, adding
that he saw the elections to the
State Assembly as free and fair.

(After the meeting with Mr.
Haass, Mr. Ram Jethmalani told
PTI that the Committee was
ready to hold talks with “certain
elements” in Pakistan, who
were willing to solve the prob-
lem of militancy peacefully).

(In another development, the

All-Par% Hurriyat‘/\é)nference

chief, Abdul Ghani Bhat, held a
separate meeting with the Kash-
mir Committee this afternoon
at Mr. Jethmalani’s residence).
A spate of American visitors
will be following in the foot-
steps of Mr. Haass. While the
U.S. Special Envoy for Afghan-
istan, Zalmay Khalilzad, arrives .
in New Delhi tomorrow night,
the Under Secretary for Global
Affairs, Paula Dobriansky, will
be here on October 30. Ms. Do-
briansky will hold what has
been billed as the “global issues
forum” with the Foreign Secre-
tary, Kanwal Sibal. The frequen-
cy of the dialogue will be
decided at the first meeting. On
November 7, Alan Larsen, U.S.
Under Secretary of State for Ec-
onomic Affairs, is expected. The
Under Secretary for Trade, Ken
Juster, will be here on Novem-
ber 11-12. Mr. Juster is expected
to take up outstanding issues
relating to Indo-U.S. coopera- !
tion in high-technology areas.
There is little doubt that the
level of Indo-American engage-
ment is intense and can only
grow in the coming months.
The “fullness” of the Foreign
Office calendar in the next fort-
night demonstrates that clearl
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. NEW DELHI, ocT. 18. The United States and
India have identical objectives regarding
terrorism, but sometimes differ on strategy
and tactics. “That seems to me the most
natural thing in the world. We have that
with our closest partners and allies,” the
U.S. Ambassador to India, Robert Blackwill,
said here today in an interview to The
Hindu.

«_In all those decades of the Cold War,
our principal differences were on objec-
tives, not on strategy and tactics... it's hard
for me to think of a single international is-
sue where we have a serious, fundamental
difference with India on objectives,” he
said.

Would the electoral success of Islamists
in Pakistan complicate the India-Pakistan
equation? Mr. Blackwill said this remained
to be seen. On Gen. Musharraf’'s commit-
ment to end infiltration permanently, he
said this was an issue that was “important

to the U.S.”.
| “We have lots of stamina and we'll con-

y Amit Baruah

tinue to pursue this until we reach the ob-
jective that both the U.S. and India have —
which is the end of terrorism against India
emanating from Pakistan... that’s our stated
view.”

To a question whether the pullback of
troops in the sub-continent would lead to a
shifting of American and Western attention
from South Asia, he said that in the last 36
hours, the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Po-
well, had called the Pakistani President,
Pervez Musharraf, and the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha.

“This is not an example of attention
shifting away... we have vital national in-
terests out here. We have a vital national
relationship in continuing to transform the
U.S.-India relationship. We have a vital na-
tional interest in the future of U.S, relations
with Pakistan.”

On Gujarat, he said he joined with “Indi-
ans who hope for communal harmony”’. At
the height of the Gujarat tragedy, the U.S.
had hoped it would end and would not be
repeated. ‘I have expressed that to the Gov-
ernment of India. I haven’t lectured the

| our strateg\ib/s differ but views on

o terrorism identical: Blackwill

Government of India on that. We don't
think we need to do that. This is a great
democracy and this will be played out in
the context of democratic debate and dis-
course within the country.”

He conceded that the speed of moving
forward in high-technology cooperation
between the U.S. and India had been slow.
But the two countries were overturning, in
virtually every element of bilateral relation-
ship, impediments of either years or dec-
ades.

Referring to the quality of diplomatic ex-
changes, military cooperation and law en-
forcement, he said: “..we are working
together, 1 would almost say, as one Gov-
ernment to get Abu Salem back to India
from Portugal.” His one frustration was
lack of progress in the Indo-U.S. business
relationship, where foreign direct invest-
ment from the U.S. continued to be “flat as
a chapatti”.

On the U.S. President, George W. Bush’s
plans to visit India, Mr. Blackwill said he
wanted to come. “We have to see. There are
external influences on that...”

- v
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"o Paradigm shift in

By Mahesh Vijapurkar

MUMBAI, OCT. 7. The American expert on South
Asia, Stephen Cohen, today forecast a “slightly
more pro-active role for the United States in
Kashmir”, saying that the resuits of the elections
in Jammu and Kashmir would determine the di-
rection of future ties between India, Pakistan and
the U.S. India itself now saw the U.S. as a “poten-
tial strategic partner” and seemed to “acknowl-
edge that the U.S. is here to stay”.

I see some limited engagement” in the future,
Dr. Cohen said, “though [ cannot say in what
| way”. The U.S. could continue tc engage Pakistan
| without disengaging with India. The U.S., in the
} past, “had made mistakes, which have been cor-
| rected” and “the Bush administration may make
! some more of its own” but the relationship be-
{ tween India and Pakistan would “stabilise”.
| Addressing presspersons at the Mumbai Press
|
I
}
|
{

| Club, he said he saw “the relationship stabilising
somewhere in the positive zone”. A large Indian-
American population was exerting pressure — by
its participation in domestic politics — on the
| Bush administration to “engage India”. The same
| was true of the Pakistani-American population.

! Dr. Cohen said there was an apparent paradi-
| gm shift. In the past, the U.S. diplomatic ap-
| proach was one of “hectoring, lecturing India” on
its nuclear policy. Now, “the two sides have learnt
to keep diplomacy quiet. They are more indirect
and more polite and the diplomats have leamnt to

= &
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keep their mouths shut.”

In the context of the post-9/11 situation, India
“significantly, has been accommodative”. “There
was every reason for the Bush administration to
have kept India out of the containment of terror-
ism but there was a skilful engagement involving
India as it realised that the relationship had to be
mare enduring than in the past.”

j;i\o Indo-U.S. ties: Cohen

The U.S. would not like to see a “collapsed
pakistan®”. If the Indian perspective called for a
“stable but weak Pakistan”, the U.S. was for “a
stable Pakistan strong enough to deal with Islam-
ic extremism”. This “strength” would help India
too.

A crucial aspect of Washington’s policy, Dr.
Cohen felt, was the declaration during the Clin-
ton regime that the Line of Control was inviolable
and that the international community did not
approve of the “constant threats of wars” be-
tween the neighbours.

In future, he expected the U.S. to show Pakis-
tan how to be “more flexible”. The military in that
country saw “India as an implacable enemy”,
which would “not negotiate unless put under
pressure”. Pakistan could have done worse, he
said, referring to the Pervez Musharraf regime.

Dr. Cohen was sceptical of a civilian approach
to domestic politics in Pakistan and wondered if
it could ever have a “democracy without any dic-
tatorial power”. /
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%shmiris are not
for Pak.: PM

LONDON, OCT. 7. Commending
the voter turnout in Jammu and
Kashmir elections despite ‘‘vio-
lence orchestrated’ from across
the borders, the Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, today said
people had expressed the view
that they were not for Pakistan.

“The voter turnout so far has
been commendable in the face
of the most vicious campaign of
threats, intimidation and vio-
lence orchestrated from across
our borders and aimed at voters
and candidates alike.”

“People have expressed their
opinion. They are not for Pakis-
tan,” Mr. Vajpayee, who began
a three-nation tour to Europe,
said in a wide-ranging interview
to the Financial Times publish-
ed today.

Expressing disappointment
with  “Pakistan-backed” at-
tempts to sabotage elections in
Jammu and Kashmir, where
polling for the last phase will be
held tomorrow, the Prime Min-
ister said the current level of vi-
olence by militants suggested
that Islamabad had not
changed its behaviour and had
“done nothing” to fulfil its
pledges to stop cross-border
. terrorism.

Mr. Vajpayee ruled out the
immediate resumption of talks
with Pakistan saying ‘‘terrorism
and dialogue cannot go togeth-
er. Pakistan is not prepared to
listen. The overwhelming senti-
ment in India is that no mea-
ningful dialogue can be held
until Pakistan abandons the use
of terrorism.”

The Prime Minister regretted
. that India’s attempts to make
. peace with its belligerent neigh-

bour had always been “repaid
' with violence.”

“I have made a conscious ef-
fort to resurne and sustain a dia-
logue with Pakistan in the face
of the most discouraging re-
sponses from that country and,
I must confess, sometimes also
in the face of domestic opposi-
tion.”

The *‘series of high-profile at-
tacks convinced us that our ef-
forts at initiating a dialogue
were being seen as our weak-

5\

By Our Special Coﬁespondent g

Blackwill, Kashmir panel confer”

NEW DELH), OCT. 7. The American
Ambassador to India, Robert
Blackwill, today had a luncheon
meeting with the Kashmir Com-
mittee headed by the former
Union Law Minister, Ram Jeth-
malani. The two sides discussed
the nature of “free and fair”
elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir as well as what need to be
done next in the troubled State.

Accompanied by his senior
colleagues, the American envoy
learnt for himself the kind of
dialogue the Kashmir Commit-
tee has established with the var-
jous pockets of opinion and
resistance in the Kashmir Val-
ley. According to a committee
member, the American diplo-
mats appreciated the commit-
tee's efforts and acknowledged
that it had opened certain chan-
nels of communications that
otherwise would have remained
indifferent and closed.

The American side is believed
to have noted with satisfaction
that the commiitee had man-
aged to secure an understand-
ing with all “resistance” groups
that if a solution to the Kashmir
“problem” was to be found,
then all sides must eschew “‘ex-
treme’’ positions. This under-
standing has been spelt out in
the joint statements issued by
the committee, first, after its in-
teraction with Shabir Shah and
later with Abdul Gani Bhat.

After an hour-long meeting,
Mr. Jethmalani said the com-
mittee and the U.S. had a
“clearer understanding” of
each other’s viewpoints and hey
hoped to continue their effort.
Mr. Jethmalani described the
meeting as “very positive” and
both sides would continue to
coordinate to find a solution to
the Kashmir problem.

Asked about the U.S. interest
vis-a-vis the Kashmir issue, Mr.
Jethmalani said not just the U.S.
the whole world was interested
in peace and finding a durable
solution.

The U.S. Ambassador, Robert D. Blackwill, with the Kashmir

L)

Committee Chainnan, Ram Jethmalani, in New Delhi on
Monday. — Photo: R.V. Moorthy

To a question on the post-
elections scenario, while Mr.
Jethmalani did not comment,
he hoped that the Government
would keep to its promise of
holding talks after the elections
even with those who did not
take part in it.

Apart from Mr. Jethmalani
and Mr. Grover, the committee
convener, Ashok Bhan, and
members, journalist, Dileep
Padgoankar and the former Law
Minister, Shanti Bhushan took
part. The committee, mean-
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while, came under fire from the
National Conference president,
Omar Abdullah, who accused it
of wanting to “weaken” his par-
ty.He saw a conspiratorial de-
sign in the committee granting
audience the same day to both
Sajjad Lone (of the People’s
Conference) and Saifuddin Soz
(a former National Conference
parliamentarian and now a
Congress member).

However, the committee
members describe the presence
of the two as entirely fortuitous.
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O ;X“ exercises begin
zb

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH1,\0CT. 3. Indian soldiers and airmen who landed in Alaska
on September 30 have begun their platoon-level joint training
exercise with their American counterparts at Fort Richardson and
: Elmendorf Air Force base.

‘Geronimo Thrust 02’ is the first exercise of its kind involving

Indian troops and airmen on American soil. It is designed to famil-
iarise the military personnel with some U.S. training techniques
and equipment as well as give U.S. soldiers the opportunity to
interact with soldiers and airmen from India, according to a state-
ment from the U.S. Embassy here.
. Sponsored by the U.S. Pacific Command, this exercise will in-
| volve Indian soldiers training with soldiers from the U.S. army. The
| Indian forces include a platoon of 32 soldiers plus 10 pathfinders
| and eight senior Army and Air Force observers. IAF personnel and
, aircraft include 35 personnel and one IL-76 aircraft. The exercise
- features a training phase, an airborne mission, a manoeuvre por-
| tion and a foot march.

The exercise will consist of several phases. During the training
portion, forces will conduct ground training and equipment famil-
iarisation and day and night jumps. Forces will also conduct an
air-borne mission in which Indian pathfinders and scouts jump
with U.S. scouts, Indian squads jump in U.S. platoons and some
Indians jump from the IL-76. The Indian personnel, who flew to
Alaska in their own aircraft, will conduct training and manoeuvre
using their own and U.S. aircraft and equipment. They will return
to India around October 11. /
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By Amit Baruah
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] NEW DELHI, OCT. 1. A five-member
delegation from the European
Parliament, which met with the
Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee,
on Monday and the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, to-
day, raised the issue of killings
of minorities earlier this year
with their interlocutors.

Neena Gill, member of the

] European Parliament from the

| United Kingdom, said that such

| incidents detracted from India’s

| future given its secular charac-
ter.

| Addressing a press confer-

| ence today with Ms. Gill, E. Bar-
on Crespo, president,

. parliamentary group of the Par-

| ty of European Socialists, said

! they had no doubts about the

| way the Election Commission

conducted elections in India.

Responding to questions on
the elections in Jammu and
Kashmir, Mr. Crespo said it was
not for them to put a “seal” on
the polls taking place in the
State. Expressing himself in
support of the elections, Mr.
Crespo said they had received
information from different
sources, including European
diplomats, that it was a demo-
cratic process.

Praising the Election Com-
mission, the member from
Spain said the body had man-
aged to modify the will of the
Gujarat Government.

“We have no doubts about
their way of doing elections in
India,” he said, adding that the
electoral process was up to the
Indian institutions to handle.

On India-Pakistan tensions,

Mr. Crespo said his delegation
was worried about the situation.
It was in favour of a solution
through dialogue and negotia-
tions and pointed to the Eu-
ropean experience of resolving
differences.

On elections in Pakistan, Mr.
Crespo said they had not re-
ceived any guarantees about the
safety and security of MPs who
might want to travel to Pakistan
for the elections. There had
been several assassinations and
it was difficult to send people to
that country.

Asked about cross-border ter-
rorism from Pakistan, he said
terrorism was not “your” (Indi-
an) problem, but was a global
concern. “We are not Jooking at
the problem from outside,” he
said, adding that they support-
ed the Indian position. On Iraq,

~o." U team voices concern
Ve over minority killings

he said there was a clear identi-
ty of views between his delega-
tion and India. Calling for
respect for the U.N. role, Mr.
Crespo said there was need to
have a new U.N. resolution.
Iraq, he said, must let the arms
inspectors back in, but “one,
single country” could not de-
cide on changing the dictatorial
regime in [rag — it was a matter
that should be left to the Iraqi
people to decide. Also, sanc-
tions must be lifted if Iraq com-
plied with the U.N. resolutions.
Referring to the upcoming In-
do-European summit in Co-
penhagen, he said there was
need to intensify and upgrade
the relationship between India
and the European Union. And
called for greater interaction be-
tween the European and Indian
Parliaments.



“us. hag appreciated Indian
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viewon terrorism: Sushma

By Our Staff Correspondent

RAIPUR, SEPT. 20. The Union In-
formation and Broadcasting
Minister, Sushma Swaraj, today
said that the U.S. had, for the
first time, translated into action
its concern over terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir by pres-
suring Pakistan to allow the
smooth conduct of elections in
the State. This was an important
step towards the strengthening
of the Indo-American ties.
Speaking to presspersons at

| “Meet the Press’’ here, Ms. Swa-

raj said that until now the U.S.
had not viewed the Kashmir
problem from an Indian per-
spective and that the Indian
leaders, including the Prime
Minister, had made their re-
sentment to Washington’s
stand known. “However, the
statement made by the Amer-
ican Ambassador in India, Rob-
ert Blackwill, yesterday that
elections in the State were off to
a positive start despite the fact
that infiltration across the Line
of Control had gone up since Ju-

Mok Ay

ly indicated a shift in the Amer-
ican stand on the issue,” she
said.

The outcome of the elections
in the State was not the issue.
The Government’s concern was
only to hold credible, free and
fair and participatory elections.
“This has been proved beyond
doubt at the conclusion of the
first round of polling.”

She had never supported the
demand for the trifurcation of
Jammu and Kashmir, Ms. Swa-
raj said. She had only said thata
demand for separate statehood
within the country was not un-
constitutional. “If the people
feel that Jammu and Ladakh
have been neglected and a sep-
arate economic, political and
administrative identity can help
in overcoming their grouse,
there is nothing wrong in such a
demand.” The Jammu State
Morcha, demanding a statutory
regional council, was not a
communal front but an organi-
sation of Hindus, Muslims and
all those who wanted the ne-
glect of Jammu to end.

i UPQDQ

On the achievements of the !
National Democratic Alliance in
the past four years, Ms. Swaraj
said that when the concept of
coalition governments started
in India, political analysts ex-
pressed apprehension about
them. Their doubts were proved
right when coalitions collapsed
within a year or so, and this in-
cluded the BjP Government in
1998. “But when we sought the
mandate again, we went to the
people with our allies and with
our Prime Ministerial candi-
date. This was acceptable to the
people and the result is that the
NDA will complete three years
next month,” she said.

On the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi's foreign origin,
Ms. Swaraj said she deserved all
respect for being the “bahu”
(daughter-in-law) of the Nehru
family, wife of Rajiv Gandhi and
president of a major political |
party. But when it came to |
electing her as the Prime Minis- |
ter, it would amount to belit- |
tling the capabilities of 100 |
crores of people. ‘
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ite House calls for ,

stronger

 Press Trust of India \50 S
WASHINGTON, Sept. 20. — A White House
strategy paper today described India as a
“growing world power” and said “US interests
require a strong relationship” with Delhi. The
document, approved by President George W
Bush, also reaffirms US interest in secing In-
dia and Pakistan resolve their disputes.

The paper said Washington sees India’s
potential 10 become one of the great demo-
cratic powers and “has worked hard to trans-
form our relationship accordingly”. With re-
gard to Pakistan, it said: “US bilateral ties
have been bolstered by Pakistan’s choice to
join the war against terror and move towards
building a open and tolerant society.”

The paper, however, stressed that the
USA looked first to concrete steps by India
and Pakistan that can help defuse military
confrontation. The annual strategy docu-
ment laid down the strategic path for each
administration and is one of the most im-

{HE S1 A IESMA,,

ties withwl;em!{i}i\

portant publig\ed papers of a Presi

The USA has undertaken a transforma-
tion in its bilateral ties with India “based on
a conviction that US interests requirc a
strong relationship with India... We are the
two largest democracies, committed to polit-
ical freedom protected by representative
government”. The paper said India was mov-
ing toward greater economic freedom as
well. “We have a common intérest in the free
flow of commerce, including through the vi-
tal sea lanes of the Indian Ocean. “Finally,
we share an interest in fighting terrorism and
in creating a strategically stable Asia.”

It, however, said differences remained
over development of India’s nuclear and
missile programmes and the pace of its eco-
nomic reforms. But “today we start with a
view of India as a growing world power with
which we have common strategic interests.
Through a strong partnership with India

we can best address any differences g
shape a dynamic future”, it said.
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PREDICTABLE PATTERN ;-©

THE VERY NECESSARY bilateral interaction be-
tween India dand Pakistan has once again fallen
hostage to the penchant of both parties to draw
in third party interlocutors on their side and to
remain locked in their own rigid positions.
While Pakistan's President, Pervez Musharraf,
expressed stridently and provocative anti-India
sentiments in his address to the United Nations
General Assembly, Indian officialdom too
seemed unable to resist reacting in similar lan-
guage, depicting Pakistan as an irresponsible
party that should be meted out harsh treatment
by the rest of the global community. An un-
wanted result, from India’s point of view, was
that the importance of the bilateral discussions
between the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the U.S. President, George W. Bush
— discussions that should have furthered the
prospects for a strategic partnership — was
overshadowed. This symptom appears to ema-
nate from the guiding principle of current pol-
icy that the U. S. must be brought unequivocally
on India’s side before any initiative can be
launched with respect to Pakistan. Efforts in
this regard fly in the face of the frequent pro-
nouncements that Indo-U.S. bilateral ties will
be insulated from the Indo-Pakistani rivalry
and the repetition of points already taken note
of by Washington could prove to be an unnec-
essary irritant. The reaction to the verbal assault
by the Pakistan President is also contrary to the
spirit of a statement by Mr. Vajpayee at the out-
set of his visit that a violence-free election in
Jammu and Kashmir would be the “litmus test”
of an end to cross-border terrorism. Since India
has made the initiation of a dialogue contingent
on the ending of cross-border terrorism the
necessary corollary is that a dialogue will ensue
if the Assembly elections are relatively free of
violence. These are the objectives and game
‘plan that New Delhi must stick to.
Gen. Musharraf has, in a subsequent interac-
-tion with the media, described his anti-India

statements as a resort to the use of the language
of desperation which he felt was justified by In-
dia’s failure to reciprocate and respond to sever-
al initiatives taken by him. That there is an
element of desperation in Pakistan’s policy-
making circles appears evident from the persist-
ent and foolhardy efforts to draw a distinction
between “freedom fighters” who resort to terror
and violence and terrorists of another breed.
That these efforts are untenable in the new con-
text should now be obvious with U.S. Presi-
dent’s dismissal of the distinction. Neither can
Pakistan's efforts to devalue the importance of
the forthcoming Assembly elections in Jammu
and Kashmir hold much weight in a context
where the U.S. and the rest of the international
community do regard this democratic exercise
as an important milestone on the way to the
restoration of normality and repeatedly empha-
sise (in a message obviously directed at Pakis-
tan) the necessity of ensuring that they are held
in a violence-free atmosphere. Gen. Musharraf’s
plea that crisis management should not become
a substitute for conflict resolution is premature
in a context where the third parties that are try-
ing to manage the crisis have shown no inclina-
tion to take on board Pakistan's
counter-argument that resolution of the conflict
over Kashmir will ensure that there are no crises
in the future.

In contrast to the main protagonists, the U.S.
appears to have given thought to the broad and
long-term objectives it seeks to attain in regard
to the subcontinent. Its is a multi-faceted agen-
da and it is far from certain that a super-power
that must deal with developments all over the
world will be able to sustain the focus and ener-
gies required to fulfil it or that the implementa-
tion of this game plan will synchronise with the
dynamics that will unfold on the ground. That
makes it all the more imperative that India and
Pakistan stick to the bilateral route for a resolu-
tion of the conflict between them.
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‘Atal, Bush clear
hi-tech hurcue

" KP.NAYAR \’

New York, Sept. 12: The way
has been cleared for scrapping
restrictions on Indo-US coopera-
tion in space and nuclear energy
following a 35-minute meeting
here today between Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
President George W. Bush.

The restrictions, which were
in force even before India’s nu-
clear tests in 1998, were tight-
ened by the Bill Clinton adminis-
tration after India declared itself
a nuclear weapons state.

So severe were the restric-
tions imposed on India that any-
one associated with nuclear and
space technology was denied
visas to visit America even for
academic conferences.

In the run-up to today’s meet-
ing between Vajpayee and Bush,
the chief of the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (Isro), K.
Kasturirangan, and head of
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
Anil Kakodkar were in the US
for preliminary talks envisaging
Indo-US cooperation in space
and nuclear energy.

Briefing reporters on the Vaj-
payee-Bush meeting, external af-
fairs ministry spokeswoman
Nirupama Rao was circumspect
about such cooperation.

She said the two feaders had
agreed to explore the possibility
of increased cooperation in
“diverse forms of energy”,
space, high tech-
nology, commerce

tions, which underwent a funda-
mental transformation follow-
ing Clinton’s visit to India two-
and-a-half years ago.

The US has traditionally op-
posed India’s space programme
because of its possible military
potential and because India is
outside the framework of the
Missile Technology Control
Regime.

Washington has in the past
criticised Soviet — and later
Russian — help for India’s pro-
gramme and pressured Moscow
unsuccessfully to stop such
assistance.

On nucltear cooperation, the
Americans have been steadfast-
ly opposed to the Indian pro-
gramme since the first nuclear
tests in 1974. Successive admin-
istrations have declined to coop-
erate with India even in the
areas of peaceful or civilian use,
including energy.

Although it would be unreal-
istic to expect the Americans
to work with India on any mili-
tary aspect of New Delhi’s nu-
clear programme, the way is
now open for cooperation on nu-
clear energy.

Vajpayee’s meeting with
Bush, which was held at Ameri-
ca’s permanent mission to the

UN, reviewed. the progress of _

Indo-US relations in the context
of their first meeting last year in
Washington.

The two leaders noted the
qualitative trans-
formation of these

and science. e e e relations, especial-
If India and the \ ly in the areas of

US go ahead with we w“.l not atlow any defence and count-

o i terrorist or tyrant to :

joint activity in threaten civilisation er-terrorism, Rao

space and nuclear ** | said. The US has

energy, it will be a GEORGE W BUSH just announced a

quantum leap in
their bilateral rela-

fresh arms sale
to India.

rHe Ti L

EGRAPW

V3 SFp

2003

-



Y

ECONOMIC, DEFENCE TIES DISCUSSED

Pak must halt cross-borﬁgr

terrorlsm, PM tells Bush

NEW YORK, SEPT. 12. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today met the U.S. President,
George W. Bush to discuss Pa-
kistan’s continued support to
cross-border terrorism and its
sustained attempts to disrupt
elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir through terrorist violence.

During his interaction with
Mr. Bush, Mr. Vajpayee is un-
derstood to have emphasised
the need for telling the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, in
no uncertain terms that cross-
border terrorism must come to
an end for restoration of peace
and normal ties between New
Delhi and Islamabad.

Mr. Vajpayee, who was assist-
ed by the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Yashwant Sinha, the
Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal
and his Principal Secretary, Bra-
jesh Mishra, is believed to have
drawn Mr. Bush's attention to
the sudden upsurge in violence
in Jammu and Kashmir, ahead
of the Assembly elections.

The meeting came a day after
the gunning down of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Law Minister
and National Conference candi-
date, Mushtaq Ahmad Lone.

Economic and defence coop-
eration also reportedly figured
in the parleys ahead of Gen.

The U.S. President, George W. Bush, with the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
in New York on Thursday. — Reuters

Musharraf's meeting with Mr.
Bush. As regards defence coop-
eration, the two countries had
recently conducted joint mili-
tary exercises in Agra and fur-
ther exercises are planned in
Alaska. They are also likely to go

in for joint naval exercises soon.

India’s claim for a permanent
seat in the United Nations Secu-
rity Council and contributiops
to the U.N. is also believed to
have come up. Mr. Bushin his
second meeting with Mr. Vaj-

13 Stp 2003

payee in one year apprised him
about the broad contours of the
road map for U.S. relations with
India, including Washington's ,
desire to further consolidate the
new momentum in bilateral
ties. — PTI
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-7 STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
/NEW DELHL'

ug““ 17, —
Diego Garcia, thé US naval
base in the ¥ndian: Ocean,
will be an-important staging

“phint. for Exerelse Malnbar,
'the corderstons. of Indo-

American defence ties,
The exercise, first sifee the

fPokhum T blaat 1411998,

will involve two Indias sur-

“face ships (probably modern

‘destroyers), - a’ ‘subtharine

“afid an equwalent Affirican

fleat from the Seventﬁ’Fleet

‘"The three-day' axercisd is six

Weeks away and will involve
iega ' Garcia
and back, the,starting'point
probably being Cochil,' the

| heddquartérs of the: Navy's

Southern Naval Command
Thegexercxse s, iin%gome
ways;! symbolie.” ‘Foﬁ it

-marks the complete notmali-

sation -of Indo US defence
ties,” A **’
This is the ﬁrst time. that

Diego Garcia will be used in
“any of the

alabar Exerci-
ses. Significantly, Indig ‘was

, one of the countrleq that felt

7

*

Garcm sg ge

threatened when the USA
established, a base thero in
thoe seventies.

Diego Garcia ig still an im-
portant base for the USA.
Even during the Afghan
War, tho B-52 bombers strik-
ing Taliban targets refuelled
there. '

Important US naval ves-
gels in the area — during the
Afghan Wy, there were four
super-carrier: — use the
port, Thig, exercise will in-
volve ]1(ﬁ11§:g anti-submarine
gkilla with Diego Garcia be-
ing a- staging post for an
OTR, or operational turn-
around, a logistical exercise.

The exercise is part of a “b-
usy season” for the Navy,
with the Chief, Admiral
Madhvendra Singh, leaving

- for Moscow. Sources said the

Admiral, during his 10-dny
stay, will visit shipyards —
Russia is building Krivak
class warships for India —
and hold important meetings
with top level officizls of the
Putin government and the
Navy.

This visit to Rubsm comes
after that of Vice- Admival

rHE STATESMAR

, fnd WUS games

Rajeshwar Nath, who was,
then in charge of warship
production. The Navy is per-
petually short of spares for
its  Russian-built vessels.

Rusgia has also offered ad-

vanced weapon systemg and
radars for the ships being
built for the Navy.

Admiral Singh will visit the
USA saoou, Sources said
there was n conseious effort
to have the trip now. Admi-
ral Vishnu Bhagwnt visiled
the USA at the fag end of his
term?*

Admiral Sushil Kumar was
alao acheduled to go just be-
fore he retired, but the visit
was postponed because of
the 11 Seplember incident.
By going now, nine mouths
after being appointed, the
Navy chiof will be ablo to “b-
uild  chemistry”, officiala
said. Admiral Singh is likely
to meet his US wuntm;‘mrt
Admiral Vernon Clark] other
senior members of Lho YOV~
ernment and military for
discussions on strategic is-
sues, and probably visit
bases 1n Norfolk, Virginina
ll!ll; I’nu"';;
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~PM, Bush to
‘broad bilateral

By Sridhar Krishnaswami C‘v ,}7

NEW YORK, SEPT. 11, The U.S. President, George W.
Bush, will be discussing the “broad bilateral
agenda” that will include the problem of the Line
of Control and Kashmir when he meets the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, here on Thursday,
the White House has said.

And when he meets the President of Pakistan,
Pervez Musharraf, Mr. Bush, aside from the bilat-
eral issues in the relationship that includes the
importance of democracy, will also discuss “di-
minishing tensions between India and Pakistan
over Kashmir.”

“Mr. Bush will have a chance to meet a second
time with Mr. Vajpayee and at that meeting will
talk about our broad bilateral agenda with India,”
a senior administration official said. “We have a
number of important issues with India, a number
of areas of cooperation. And in that context also
about regional security, and, of course, the prob-
lem of the Line of Control and Kashmir,” the
official said. On Pakistan, he maintained that Mr.
Bush would talk to Gen. Musharraf about the war
on terror, the importance of democracy and in
particular “the fact that the U.S. is watching very
closely the elections that are to take place,” this
October. “And of course, also about diminishing
tensions between India and Pakistan.”

In fact, in his meeting with the members of the
Indian press corps in Washington on Monday,
the External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
said that the focus of the Bush-Vajpayee meeting
would be on the bilateral agenda, the emphasis
being on the areas already identified by the two
leaders and on how the relationship could be tak-
en further.

Mr. Sinha listed at least five or six areas where
India and the U.S. were keen on expanding the
breadth and scope of cooperation. These include

discuss,
enda’

research and develbpment, trade, space technol-
ogy, civilian nuclear technology, the framework
of economic and defence dialogue and the sub-
ject of regional and global questions. He said the
relations with the U.S. were “no longer hostage or
prisoner to the old Pakistan-centric approach.”

“The desire to go beyond the Indo-Pakistan-
centric approach was expressed by the U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Colin Powell, during his visit to
India and it has been like that since,” Mr. Sinha
said.

In rather two days of hectic talks here, Mr. Sin-
ha held wide-ranging discussions not only with
his counterpart, Colin Powell, but also with the
Deputy Secretary of Defence, Paul Wolfowitz, the
Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, and the
President’s National Security Adviser, Condo-
leezza Rice, at the White House.

Mr. Sinha also met senior lawmakers of the
House of Representatives and the Senate. Kash-
mir and the issue of cross border terrorism did
come up during his meetings in Washington and
the Mr. Sinha said that it was “very satisfying"” for
his delegation to note what Gen. Powell had said
after the meeting and during the media stakeout
at the State Department. To a question Gen. Po-
well said: “I reaffirmed to the Minister that we
would continue to press the Pakistan Govern-
ment to do everything possible to stop the cross
border infiltration and remind them of the com-
mitment they have made not only to the U.S. but
also to the international community that they
would not support such activity and would work
actively to stop it.” Before leaving for New York,
Mr. Sinha addressed the Brookings Institution
where he dwelt on not only what terrorism meant
to India but also that in the war against terror
“India and the .S. stand shoulder to shoulder”
and have a ftal stake in defeating the forces of
terror.

HF

~HIIND

7

17 762203




// PM, Bush\
to dlSCllSS
bilateral tles

Desikan Thlrunarayana ram
_in Washington .

Sept. 10. — The focus of Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s meeting with US
President Mr George W Bush in
New York later this week will be
broader bilateral issues rather than
the India-Pakistan conflict that has
dominated interactions between
the two countries in the recent past,
external affairs minister Mr Yash-
want Sinha said here yesterday.

“India-US relations will not be
hostage to India-Pakistan Tela-
tions,” said Mr Sinha, who met top
American officials in Washington
to prepare the agenda for the New
York summit.

But Pakistan, Kashmir and the
situation on the LoC are not quite
off the agenda for the talks, and Mr
Sinha said he shared with US offi-
cials information on “activity along
the LoC”.

Mr Sinha told reporters after his
meeting with US secretary of state
Gen. Colin Powell that Washington
would continue to press Islamabad
to do everything possible to stop in-
filtration, and “remind them of the
commitment they have made not on-
ly to the USA but also to the interna-
tional community that they would
not support such activity and work
actively to stop it”.

On the elections in Jammu and
Kashmir, Gen. Powell said the USA
has told Pakistan not to interfere “in
any way” in the election, “which (the
US) expects to be fair.” Mr Powell
also made an indirect plea to India
to allow international observers to
monitor the elections: Washington
expects “there will be an opportuni-
ty for people to see that the elections
are being held in an open, free and
fair manner,” he said.

Besides Mr Powell, Mr Sinha also
met President Bush’s national secur-
ity adviser Ms Condoleezza Rice,
deputy defence secretary Mr Paul
Wolfowitz and Senator Mr Charles
Hagel and member of the foreign re-
lations committees and the banking
subcommittee on international
trade. Defence secretary Mr Donald
Rumsfeld joined for a short while Mr

Sinha was meeting Mr Wolfowitz. /"
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India and US: a new maturlty"

MERICAN shuttle
diplomacy in South

Asia is based on two

. assessments shared

by its important allies. One,
though the prospect of an immi-
nent military conflict between In-
dia and Pakistan has receded, In-

dia-Pakistan tensions remain a

matter of high priority concern;
and two, to keep the lid on these
tensions, diplomatic and political
pressure should continue to be
exerted on Pakistan and India,
and particularly on India, be-
cause its restraint is reaching the
limits of its tolerance threshold.
There is a more recent context
as well to the latest visit by US
Deputy Secretary of ~State
Richard Armitage to Asia in
August. The management of the
situation in Afghanistan, which
involves a fair amount of coopera-
tion between India and the US, is
descending into a pattern of un-
certainty with the Karzai govern-
ment remaining isolated in the
ethnic and regional cross-currents
of Afghan politics. The intensity
of the anti-terror campaign in
' Afghanistan is abating. Even the
anti-‘Faliban and anti-Al Qaeda
campaign in the North-western
areas of Pakistan is tapering off.
The focus of US attention has
now shifted to the preparations
for ousting Saddam Hussain. De-
spite the importance India at-
taches to cooperation with the US
in countering terrorism, it is op-

posed to a military campaign”

against Iraq, particularly a unilat-
eral one led by the US.
Calibrating relations with In-
dia and Pakistan has become
somewhat problematic for the
US because of Musharraf’s policy
stances and India’s responses
during the last three weeks. The
level of intrusions from the Pak-
istani-side of the Line of Control
remains at a dangerous high.
Even more critical is the system-
atic campaign of assassinations
being carried out against political
figures who have indicated a will-

[ Protect the emerging '
Y% realism in the relationship

9% - &

£J.N.Dixir

ingness to participate in the elec-
tions in September. General
Musharraf did not help matters
by announcing his judgement
that elections in J&K will be a
farce in his address to the nation
on Pakistan’s Independence Day.
While India continues to be re-
sponsive to suggestions from the
US about restraint vis-a-vis Pak-
istan, it remains firm on not.re-
suming dialogue unless there is
evidence of Pakistan withdrawing
support to terrorist activities.

US Secretary of State Colin
Powell indicated the lines on
which the US plans to deal with
the dilemma of sustaining its
close relationship with Pakistan
and consolidating positive trends

National Missile Defence pro-
ject, it is not entirely happy about
the US’s withdrawal from the
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. In-
dia has reservations about the US
pulling back from the Kyoto Con-
vention on Environment Man-
agement, President Bush’s deci-
sion not to participate in the
Johannesburg summit and In-
dia’s differences of opinion with
US policy on environmental is-
sues since the summit at Rio in
1992 underline the differences on
this issue. India also harbours
reservations regarding US refusal
to participate in fully implement-
ing the WTO arrangements fi-
nalised in 1996 which will impact
on Indian exports to the US.

Calibrating relations with India and
‘Pakistan has become problematic for the
“US due to Musharraf’s policy stances and

India’s responses in the last three weeks

in Indo-US relations. During his
last visit to the sub-continent, he
announced the ingredients of the
US policy: the US thinks the gov-
ernment of Pakistan has taken
steps to curb terrorist infiltration
into India but it could do more
(but he did not acknowledge any
direct linkage between the gov-
ernment of Pakistan and anti-In-
dia terrorist activities); Kashmir is
on the international agenda; the
US welcomes elections in J&K as
the first step towards a long-term
solution; it desires that India and
Pakistan resume direct dialogue.

There are other issues on
which a divergence of opinion has
emerged between India and the
‘US. Though India supported US
President Bush’s decision on the

While differences of opinion
on specific issues are not unex-
pected, and they are being deait
with through the normal diplo-
matic means, it is at the deeper
level of public perceptions in In-
dia and the US that Indo-US re-
lations are entering a somewhat
critical phase. There is a general
disappointment and rising criti-
cism jn India about the US not
being sensitive and supportive
about Indian concerns regarding
Pakistan. There is angst that de-
spite India’s continuing endeav-
our to establish close rapport with
the US since the early 1990s, the
US response has not been as reci-
procal as India hoped for.

India’s new Foreign Secre-
tary’s speech at the Federation of

quired about its implications in a
discussion with the Indian ambas-
sador in Washington. The Indian
ambassador’s response was that
there is no shift in India’s policy
and that Sibal’s remarks are only a
reflection of trends in public
opinion in India.

As far as the specifics of Ar-
mitage’s discussions in Delhi are
concerned, Indian interlocutors,
particularly National Security
Adviser Brajesh sthra, clearly
conveyed In i3’s

. restraint
should not be taken for granted if
Pakistan sponsored violence dis-
rupts the political - processes in
J&K. In response, - Armitage
stoutly maintained that Mushar-
raf is committed to fulfilling his
promises to the US gbout with-
drawing support to terrorist activ-
ities in India. Secondly, he said he
would again urge Musharraf to
speed up the fulfilment of his
promises. Both L.K. Advani and
Brajesh Mishra have publicly
stated that while attaching impor-
tance to India-US telations, India
is clear it would have to deal with
Pakistan without depending on
support from the US.

Armitage’s visit was also in
preparation for Prime Minister
Vajpayee’s forthcoming meeting
with President Bush in New York
in September on the margins of
the United Nations General As-
sembly session. The substance
and atmospherics of the Ar-
mitage visit have served the pur-
pose of nudging both govern-
ments to undertake a reality
check on Indo-US relations. In-
dia should ensure, that this
emerging realism adds maturity
to the consolidation of Indo-US
relations. This process should not
be disrupted by the dips and turns
in Indian public opinion.

5 SEp 20 &

AN XPRE

/

C e e e B e



J’allone wants U.S. to back India’s

A\

iy

By Sridhan Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, AUG. 29. The Demo-
cratic Congressman, Frank Pal-
lone, has called on the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colint Powell,
to follow the lead of Britain and
back India’s candidacy to the

! Security Council.

“It’s time for the Bush admin-
istration to recognise the im-

. portance India plays in the

region and the world and sup-

: port its bid for a permanent seat

at the U.N. Security Council,”

- Mr. Pallone has said in a letter

to Gen. Powell. Mr. Pallone, a
Democrat from New Jersey,
who has a large constituency of
Indian Americans, has argued

' that a friendly India will help

American security and geopolit-
ical interests in the region.”

“All five members of the U.N.
Security Council must realise
that having India as a perma-
nent security council member
will give the South Asia region a
stabilising force, helping peace
efforts in Central Asia and all
parts of our increasingly con-
nected world,” he said.

“l also believe that it is moral-
ly wrong to ignore the voice of
over one billion people in secu-
rity decision-making that af-
fects them and the rest of the
world. India’s location, its large
population, its history of partic-
ipating in U.N. peacekeeping
operations and its leadership in

the non-aligned movement all

U

justify its bid for a permanent
seat on the U.N. Security Coun-
cil.”

In his letter to Gen. Powell,
the Democrat argued that India
and the U.S. worked together to
defeat terrorist cells in Afghan-
istan and other areas of the re-
gion, including Jammu and
Kashmir. “The United States’
eradication of terrorism in Af-
ghanistan helped stabilise the
region while India’s work in rid-
ding terrorist cells in Kashmir in
turn helps the U.S.,” he said.

The State Department
Spokesman, Richard Boucher,
commenting on the latest kill-
ings in Kashmir said the goal of
the Bush administration was to
encourage India and Pakistan to

candidacy to U.N. Council

reduce tension and engage in
dialogue. “The Deputy Secretar-
y’s visit, that was one of the sub-
jects discussed with both the
parties as it was during the Sec-
retary’s visit. And that’s an on-

going issue that we keep
working on,” the spokesman
said.

On an unrelated topic Mr.
Boucher said the State Depart-
ment had nothing to comment
on what an Indian court had
ruled on the Union Carbide and
its former Executive Warren An-
derson.”...It's been an issue in
the Indian State courts for many
years and we have not had and
don’t have at this point any-
thing particular to say about the
court case,” Mr. Boucher said.
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PAK. HAS NOT IMPLEMENTED PROMISES: BRAJESH !

U.S. paying attention
to cross-border
terrorism: Armitage

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 23. India today
made it clear that the United
States had to decide for itself
what it wanted to tell Pakistan
on the issue of cross-border ter-
rorism. Speaking to pressper-
sons after a two-hour meeting
with the visiting U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Richard Ar-
mitage, the Principal Secretary
to the Prime Minister, Brajesh
Mishra, said India could not say
what the U.S. should do or not
do on the question.

For his part, Mr. Armitage
made it clear that the U.S. re-
mained engaged in the task of
persuading Pakistan and said
Washington was “still at it” as
far as dealing with Islamabad
was concerned.

The U.S., he said, was using
its good offices to reduce ten-
sions between India and Pakis-
tan.

“(Pakistani) President (Per-
vez) Musharraf in his broadcast,
in his press conferences has
made certain promises; not on-
ly to India but to the interna-
tional community in general.
And those promises have not
been kept. What the U.S. is do-
ing about it only the U.S. can tell
you,” Mr. Mishra said in re-
sponse to questions outside the
Prime Minister’s Office late this
evening.

“What we can tell you is that
he (the Pakistani President) has
not implemented the promises
that he had made,” Mr. Mishra
said as the senior American offi-
cial stood by.

Maintaining that India and
the U.S. had detailed discus-
sions on all issues, he said India
did not ask Mr. Armitage to con-
vey anything to Gen. Musharraf
tomorrow.

“It is up to him. What he
wants to say, he will say. We on-
ly told him what is going on
here,” Mr. Mishra said, adding
that he did not see the possibil-
ity of talks between India and
Pakistan till cross-border terror-
ism ended.

Signalling a sense of dissatis-
faction within Government cir-
cles, he said: “I cannot tell you

s

The U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armitage, with
the Defence Minister, George Fernandes, prior to their
delegation level meeting at the South Block in New Dethi on
Friday. — Photo: V Sudershan

what America should do or
should not do. It is for the U.S.
to decide. We know that some-
thing was communicated to us
and that has not been imple-
mented. It is clear to us and I
believe it is clear to the United
States also.”

When asked about a certain
sense of dissatisfaction about
what the U.S. was doing with re-
gard to Pakistan and the issue of
cross-border terrorism, Mr. Ar-
mitage said he was “sorry” that
some people in India felt that
way.

“But I'll note that we are still
at it. Secretary (Colin) Powell
has been out here several
times... my third trip to India.
There’s an extraordinary
amount of attention paid by my
Government to this issue and I
am sorry that in some minds it
falls a little short. We are going

to stay at it and continue to use -

our good offices,” he said.

Mr. Armitage, who also hefd
detailed discussions with/the
Defence Minister, Georgé Fer-
nandes, and t}%e Foreign Secre-

tary, Kanwal Sibal, said he had a
full range of discussions on bi-
lateral, military and multilateral
issues and also exchanged
“strategic views’'. 4

Washington wanted the elec-
tions in Kashmir to be free and
fair and open.

“There have been some diffi-
culties historically but it looks
to this visitor as if the Govern- |
ment of India is quite intent on |
having these as free and fair and |
open as possible. We are con- |
cerhed about the possibilities of |
violence. Obviously this is |
something 1 will be discussing |
as1travel further (to Islamabad) |
on this mission.” i

Mr. Armitage said he had '
seen the Indian Government’s
gesture and that it was willing to
have a dialogue with the All-
Party Hurriyat Conference.

Asked whether he felt separa-
tists should take part in the
Kashmir elections, he said the
dialogue offer was significant
and ultimately the parties had
to decide for themselves. -
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+" Boosting Indo-U.S. ties

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, AUG. 20. With their current focus
riveted on managing the Indo-Pak. military
crisis, New Delhi and Washington are in the
danger of missing the larger imperatives of
their own bilateral relations. The U.S. Dep-
uty Secretary of State, Richard Armitage,
who arrives here this week in an attempt to
de-escalate Indo-Pak. tensions, will hope-
fully try and impart some fresh momentum
to Indo-U.S. relations.

After an extraordinary bonhomie in the
first months of the Bush administration, In-
do-U.S. relations seem to have hit a politi-
cal plateau.

President Bush's intent to elevate the re-
lations with India to a strategic level was
matched by India’s own enthusiastic sup-
port to the controversial American initiative
on missile defences. India and the U.S. ap-
peared on the verge of an unprecedented
convergence of worldviews.

The Bush Administration’s decisions to
lift the nuclear sanctions imposed on India
after May 1998 without any conditions, the
acceleration of cooperation on counter-ter-
rorism and the resumption of arms sales to
India seemed to expand the basis of Indo-
U.S. engagement.

The events of September 11, however,
have introduced new complexities into In-
do-U.S. relations. India, which eagerly sup-
ported the American war on terrorism,
found the U.S. moving towards a renewed
partnership with Pakistan.

The Bush Administration has, indeed,
worked hard to limit the fallout from the
rediscovery of Pakistan on the relationship

with India. And after the attack on Parlia-
ment on December 13, the U.S. has pressed
Pervez Musharraf to end cross-border ter-
rorism against India.

The jury is out on the results from Amer-
ican nudging of Pakistan, but there is no
question that the nature of the U.S. policy
towards Indo-Pak. relations and the Kash-
mir question has begun to alter visibly.

But if the triangular diplomacy begins to
overshadow Indo-U.S. ties and there is no
further expansion of bilateral cooperation,
the bureaucracies in both the capitals are
likely to resume the old habits of mutual
suspicion or neglect. Preventing the return

ARMITAGE VISIT

to old ways in Indo-U.S. relations must be
at the top of Mr. Armitage’s mission to New
Delhi.

Three areas of bilateral cooperation re-
quire some immediate political attention.
First, India and the U.S. need to build on
the emerging convergence of interests in
promoting South Asian stability.

Both in Sri Lanka and Nepal, they have
similar objectives-in defeating the forces of
extremism and promoting peace.

But as the Bush Administration steps up
its involvement in the internal conflicts of
India’s smaller neighbours, it is important
that there is more intensive consultation
and coordination between New Delhi and
Washington in the management of South
Asian security.

During the Armitage visit the two sides

N

AN % §
must explore ways to deepen bilateral |
cooperation on South Asian security.

Second, there is an urgent need for grea-
ter interaction between the two sides on
issues relating to war and peace in the Per-
sian Gulf. As the United States prepares for
another round of conflict in the Gulf, it
needs to take into account the many con-
cerns that India has.

New Delhi’s energy imports from the
Gulf have dramatically increased in the last
decade and so has the size of Indian ex- '
patriate labour in the region.

Talk about Indo-U.S. strategic coopera- -
tion is meaningless if there are no consulta-
tions on their vital national security
interests that converge in the Gulf.

Defining a framework for bilateral dis-
cussions on energy security and political
stability in the Gulf has become an immedi-
ate necessity.

Finally, the worm of non-proliferation is
beginning to turn again and has the poten-
tial to poison Indo-U.S. relations. The U.S.
restrictions on technology transfers remain
and the habit of describing India as a non-
proliferation concern has begun to resur-
face in Washington.

Even more galling for India is the fact
that while New Delhi has supported the
Bush initiative on missile defences, there is
a growing chorus in Washington that the
U.S. must stop Israel from transferring de- |
fensive technologies to India. |

If New Delhi and Washington do not ;
quickly settle the outstanding difference |
on the nuclear issue, it will return to haunt|’
their bilateral relations. /

Armifage urged to raise

Gujarat issue

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, AUG 20. The U.S.
Commission on International
Religious Freedom has specifi-
cally asked the Deputy Secreta-
ry of State, Richard Armitage, to
raise the "’sectarian violence” in
Gujarat when he visits India lat-
er this week.

Mr.Armitage has also been
asked to bring up the attacks of
Christians in Pakistan, the need
to discuss religious freedom
during the coming meeting of
the Presidents of China and the
United States and the situation
of North Korean refugees dur-
ing his trip to Beijing later this
month.

The USCIRF, a federal agency
that advises the President and
Congress, has said that al-
though some Bush administra-
tion officials had commented
on the Gujarat violence while
answering questions from the
media, “as far as we know, no
senior U.S. administration offi-

cial has expressed concern over
the killings or called for ac-
countability for those respon-
sible”.

The Commission said the
Secretary of State, Colin Powell
had himself specifically said
that the Gujarat violence did
not come up in any of the con-
versations he had in his recent
trip to India and Pakistan. De-
spite the by the Government of
India, the Gujarat situation re-
mained highly volatile. “India’s
own National Human Rights
Commission has detailed evi-
dence of premeditation by
members of Hindu extremist
groups, complicity by Gujarat
State Government officials and
police inaction in the face of or-
chestrated violence against
Muslims,” the Commission
said.

“Clearly, it is important that
the United States speak out
publicly against such religion
based extremist violence, all the
more so in view of our country’s

war on terrorism, ”’ the USCIRF
maintained.

There is a definite feeling in
some quarters here that the
Bush administration, for all its |
emphasis and talk on human j
rights, has done precious little |
on Gujarat, substantively saying '
very little on the violence in the
State and in the response of the
BJP-led Government at New

Delhi.
On the violence against
Christians in Pakistan, the

Commission argued that Isla-
mabad should “forcefully com-
bat such violence, punish its
perpetrators and work more ef-
fectively to foster an atmo-
sphere of tolerance and respect
for the rights of everyone.”

At the State Department,
Deputy Spokesman, Philip
Reeker, did not read too much
into the USCIRF statement.
“Human rights is usually a dis-
cussion we have in our bilateral
dialogue with every country,”

heﬁ said. | /
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7 «Delhi ‘snub’ ;|

awaits Mmitgg _

oy Chaudhury in New Dethi S}

Aug. 18. — India’s dissatisfaction with America’s perceived reluc-
tance to crack down on Pakistan-sponsored terrorism will be made
apparent with the absence of Mr Yashwant
Sinha during talks with Mr Richard
Armitage.
The US Deputy Secretary of State is
scheduled to arrive here on Friday. In his
meetings here, Mr Armitage will be given a
detailed briefing on the situation along the
LoC and how infiltration is continuing al-
_ | most unabated. The forthcoming J&K
' elections will feature prominently in the
ODDSAGAINST:  talks. He is also scheduled to visit
Armitage (top) and Sinha 1slamabad.

Mr Sinha will Jeave for Kathmandu on
Tuesday (for the SAARC foreign minister-
s’ meeting on 21 and 22 August).

He will visit Bangladesh on Friday.
Hence, the foreign minister won't be in the
country for the 24 hours that Mr Armitage
is here. Adhering to protocol require-
ments, the minister of state, Mr Digvijay
Singh. will lead the delegation- level talks
with Mr Armitage, officials said. Mr Sin-
ha’s visits are part of his familiarisation process with India’s neigh-
bours. Dhaka will be his sixth neighbourhood capital call, complet-
ing the series for the moment.

Indo-Pak tensions are likely to cast a shadow on the Saarc foreign
ministers’ meet during which India will convey its concerns over
cross-border terrorism and infiltration. The meeting will give Mr Si-
nha a chance to come face-to-face with Pakistani foreign minister
Mr Inamul Haq.

1 9 A6 m



~India cool to US
denlal of envoy

~status to staff

L \N

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE -

NEW DELHI, Aug. 10. —
India today downplayed re-
ports that USA had rejected
Delhi’s request to accord
diplomatic status to New
York-based diplomat Mr BK
Agnihotri. The fact was
known for some time and
was being dealt with, the
government said.

In a controversial move,
Delhi had appointed Mr Ag-
nihotri as Ambassador at
Large for Indians Overseas.
A request was subsequently
sent to the US State Depart-
ment to accord diplomatic
status to Mr Agnihotri, who
is reportedly close to the RSS.

The State Department rej-
ected the request made by
the Indian Embassy in Was-
hington, saying that the
USA could recognise only
one ambassador.

Asked about the reports,
foreign secretary Mr Kanwal
Sibal said India was aware of
the fact for quite some time.
“We have known about this
for some time and we are
dealing with this,” he said.

But there may C‘Ee a lot
that the governmeyt can do
to get Mr Agnihotril the red
diplomatic passport. There
are technical hurdles that
come in the way of the Was-
hington obliging New Delhi.

India had given Mr Agni-
hotri the status of adviser to
the Indian embassy in Wash-
ington. But the State depart-
ment does not recognised ad-
viser as a diplomatic posi-
tion. The recognised titles
are ambassador, minister,
councillor, first secretary, se-
cond secretary and attache.

State Department regula-
tions stipulate that diploma-
tic status would be granted
to those who have residence
in Washington. As Mr Ag-
nihotri is based in New York,
he can’t be shown on the dip-
lomatic list in Washington.
Also, Mr Agnihotri’s a green-
card holder in the USA. Per-
manent US residents are not
given envoy status.

Mr Sibal today said an
Indo-Pak conflict could be
avoided if Pakistan gave up
using terrorism as an
instrument of state policy.
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By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 3. India and the
United States will begin a new
“regional dialogue” in late Sep-
tember when the U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State, Christina
Rocca, arrives for talks on a
wide range of issues. Explaining
the rationale behind the dia-
logue, sources said the U.S. role
in Asia was expanding and India
wanted more information
about Washington’s plans and
what it was doing.

For instance, Ms. Rocca
could explain what exactly the
U.S. plans to do in Afghanistan

i or whether coordination be-

tween New Delhi and Washing-
ton could be furthered to
counter the Maoist insurgency
in Nepal.

There has been contact and
coordination between India
and the U.S. on the Nepal front
and this dialogue would take
such issues forward. Indo-Pa-
kistan issues will not figure in
these discussions. Sri Lanka,
too, will be on the agenda of the

" talks Ms. Rocca will hold with

her Indian interlocutors, ac-
cording to the sources. The pro-
gress made in the peace process

i
[
rely

and the direction it is taking
could all be discussed.

They stressed that as the U.S.
took on a larger role in Asia (it
has troops operating on the
ground in Afghanistan and the
Philippines) and India’s rela-
tions with Washington moved
forward, there would be need
for greater dialogue between In-
dia and the U.S. For some time,
the U.S. has been stressing a
larger role for India in South-
East Asia the first-ever
ASEAN-India summit is also
scheduled for November this
year. During a recent Defence
Ministers conference in Singa-
pore, the U.S. Deputy Secretary
of Defence, Paul Wolfowitz, en-
visioned a larger role for India
in South-East Asia.

Referring to the current Indo-
U.S. dialogue, the U.S. Secretary
of State, Colin Powel}, said here
on July 28: “We are conducting
intensive and valuable diplo-
matic exchanges on issues rang-
ing from Afghanistan to trade,
we are working together on
counter-terrorism issues, on in-
telligence, on law enforcement
and on science projects.” Re-
flecting on the expanding scope
of the dialogue, Gen. Powell, the

riemg

Rocca to initiate ‘regional |
+rodialogue’ with India

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
for Non-Proliferation, John
Wolf, will be in New Delhi in
early September to begin a
“new strategic framework dia-
logue” with a focus on “prolifer-
ation efforts”. According to
sources, Indian export controls
will be on the agenda for the
talks. New Delbi is looking at
some changes in its legal system
to address continuing U.S. con-
cerns on the issue, they added.

There is, clearly, an entire
new and deepening agenda for
talks between India and the U.S.
While Gen. Powell’s comments
on Kashmir and observers for
the coming State Assembly elec-
tions may have irked political
sections here, Washington and
New Delhi have an expanding
area of engagement. The U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State, Ri-
chard Armitage, will be the first
of several visitors from Wash- ;
ington arriving in New Delhi. |
His visit takes place later this !
month. Presumably, his visit |
will focus on the India-Pakistan |
scenario and the continuing
concerns of India on cross-bor- |
der terrorism and infiltration |
through the Line of Control
(LoC).

ey
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India, Pak. must
resume talks, says
French Mini
. French Minister

YN \\‘Q i %
| \ o, = By B. Muralidhar Reddy ) /\ ”
i ISLAMABAD, AUG. 3. The visiting French Foreign Minister, Dorgin-
| ique de Villepin, today emphasised the need for a “violence-free”
| election in Jammu and Kashmir and resumption of Indo-Pak. dia-
} logue to defuse tension in the region.

Addressing a news conference here after meeting the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, and the Minister of State for Foreign

| Affairs, Inam-ul-Haq, the French Minister termed the election,
scheduled in September/October, as a “milestone”.

Mr. De Villepin, who arrived here after discussions with the

| Vajpayee Government, went straight from the military airport for a
meeting with the Pakistan President at the Army House in
Rawalpindi.

| In response to a specific question about his talks with Gen.

]‘ Musharraf on the Indian complaint of continued infiltration, the

| French Minister said the Pakistan President expressed “full deter-

| mination” to fight terrorism. “The President has given a commit-

| ment without any caveats on reining in militants from crossing
over to the Indian side”.

An official statement said Mr. de Villepin was apprised of the
“substantive measures” taken by Pakistan to defuse tensions with
India. “It was also underlined that India needed to reciprocate
these measures and enter into a meaningful dialogue with Pakistan
on the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, and all other issues between
the two countries’”.

Mr. De Villepin was cautious in his formulations on the percep-
tions of India and Pakistan about the current standoff. Conscious
of the sensitivities of Islamabad and New Detlhi, the Minister main-
tained that it was a bilateral issue. So careful was Mr. de Villepin in
his observations that he chose to entertain questions, with the help
of a translator, in French. The question-answer session followed a
carefully worded statement in English read out by the Minister.

i Mr. de Villepin said both India and Pakistan were at a “critical

i moment” with general elections in Pakistan due in October and

5 Assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir scheduled in Septem-

! ber/October. “There is a special responsibility on both the coun-
tries”. He urged India to ensure that the elections were held in a

transparent, reliable manner. He declined to be drawn into a de-
bate on whether the elections in Kashmir could be a substitute for

a plebiscite promised by the U.N. Security Council resolutions. .
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PLAYING THE GA

he recent visit of the secretary of sta '

Delhi can feel reassured by much of what Mr
said during his press conference, there were elements
in his remarks that must have disturbed the govern-
ment of India. On the one hand, Mr Powell stressed the
need for the “broadest possible” US-India relationship,
and indicated that several high-level officials would be
visiting India in the next few months. He also seemed
to echo India’s own position when he stressed that Pak-
istan must “make good” its pledge to cease support for
infiltration across the line of control. On the other
hand, Mr Powell bluntly stated that Kashmir was on
the international agenda and that India should allow
independent observers to monitor the forthcoming
elections in Jammu and Kashmir. He also argued that
releasing political prisoners from Kashmir, in the run
up to the elections, would help improve the credibility
of the polls. He also seemed to suggest that while infil-
tration from Pakistan may not have stopped, it had
gone down and that the US expected India to take fur-
ther steps to de-escalate tensions within the region.
Mr Powell’s visit may seem to reinforce his image
of being soft on Pakistan and Mr Pervez Musharraf,
but there is clearly a more complex US policy at work.
His visit has clearly revealed that the latest American
policy towards south Asia will be governed by three ob-
jectives. One, the US continues to view India as a long-
term strategic partner, an ally in ensuring stability in
Asia, and will seek to reassure India that its relation-
ship with Islamabad will not affect the growth of the
Indo-US relationship. Two, Washington clearly sees
Mr Musharraf as the best bet for Pakistan, and for fur-
thering American interests in the country and beyond.
The US will, therefore, at least in the short term, do
nothing that will undermine the military regime, even
while it nudges it to move further in the process of re-
forming the country. The US clearly believes that the
Pakistan president has delivered substantially on his
promise to stop sponsoring terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir. Lastly, it is not in American interests that
there is a military conflict between India and Pakistan,
and the US views credible and inclusive pells in
Jammu and Kashmir as one way of reducing tensions.
It would have been naive for India to expect that
Kashmir would stop being of interest to the interna-
tional community once the crisis with Pakistan was
over. The shield that had seemingly protected Kashmir
from global opinion has been pierced irreparably.
Kashmir is now out there, at the centre of the agenda
of almost every country that matters. But this sharp
internationalization of a problem that India has tradi-
tionally sought to insulate offers New Delhi, counter-
intuitively, with an unprecedented opportunity. Politi-
cal imagination and diplomatic deftness could create
conditions for a final settlement that would not just be
in the long-term interests of India, but would also win
widespread support from the world. But shibboleths of
the past and dogmas of the present need to be discard-
ed if India has to win the endgame on Kashmir. /
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“Infiltration ndf
‘ taking placew
wnow Mlﬁ arraf

’f’)&, B. Muralldhar Reddy

| tan President, Pervez Mushar-
| raf, seemed to have
| pre-empted any worthwhile
i discussion on cross-border in-
| filtration as he told reporters

|
| ‘

| ISLAMABAD, JULY 28. The Pakis-
]

| while receiving the Unitgd |

| Powell, today that there was no
truth in the Indian allegation on
f infiltration.
i “It is not taking place now.

Whatever the Indian side is say-
‘ ing is absolutely baseless. |
‘ don’t have to do anything be-
} cause we've already done it,”

Gen. Musharraf said as he es-
J corted Gen. Powell here for for-
‘} mal talks.

AFP reports:

| Rejecting India's assertion
| that ~Pakistan-based militants
| were still crossing the LoC , he
said “‘it is already stopped in the
past.” He reiterated that India
should agree to a dialogue to
find an end to the standoff be-
| tween the two countries. “Our
stand is very, very clear. We
need to start a dialogue on
Kashmir and all of the issues...
That's what we want to see. The
reciprocation and response (we
want) from them is to initiate a
dialogue on Kashmir.”

|
i
!

|
|
1
1
\
j
\

;
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. LEVELS OF INFILTRATION HARD TO MEASURE: POWELL

India conveys concern
about Pak. role to U.S.

i sessment of where India stands

- official was quoted as telling

_craft that levels of infiltration

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JULY 27. India said to-
day that its “very legitimate”
concerns about Pakistan and its
role in fomenting terrorism had
been conveyed to the visiting
United States Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, during talks this
evening.

Gen. Powell, who held dis-
cussions with the External Af-
fairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
was able to get a first-hand as-

on these issues, the Foreign Of-
fice spokesperson, Nirupama
Rao, told presspersons late to-
night. As India politely in-
formed Gen. Powell about its
concerns on terrorism, the U.S.

presspersons on board his air-

across the Line of Control (LoC)
were hard to measure with any
level of precision.

In his remarks, Gen. Powell
made it clear that the U.S. was

- concerned that tensions be-

f

tween India and Pakistan,
which had subsided somewhat,
could rise again and, hence, the

ineed for continuous engage-

ment with both sides.

New Delhi insisted that con-
ditions for a dialogue with Pa-
kistan had not been created and
since its troops were on the
ground, India was in a better
position to speak on the issue of
infiltration across the LoC.

Describing the meeting be-
tween the two Ministers as very
constructive, the spokesperson
said it was emphasised by Gen.
Powell that the U.S. does not
see its relationship with India
within the framework of India-
Pakistan relations. .

“He was appreciative of our
holding free and fair elections in
Jammu and Kashmir and em-

Centre’s nod for Srikrishna’s elevation

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, JULY 27. With the Su-
preme Court collegium reiterat-
ing its recommendation for
elevating the Chief Justice of the
Kerala High Court, Srikrishna,
the Centre is said to have relent-
ed and given its nod for the pro-
posal. And, Justice Srikrishna,
along with Justice Kalla of the
Rajasthan High Court, are soon
| to be appointed judges of the
| sdpreme Court.
7 Sources here said the name of
" Justice Srikrishna, who headed
an Enquiry Commission that

YHE HINDU

The U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, with the
External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, in

New Delhi on Saturday.

phasised that these elections
should take place without inter-
ruption or violence... There was
understanding and conver-
gence of views between the two
sides on the need to fight terror-
ism in a global manner,” she
said.“Our concerns about the
lack of action by Pakistan to ful-
fil the pledges made by Presi-
dent General (Pervez)
Musharraf to (U.S.) Deputy Sec-
retary (Richard) Armitage was
stressed. Our Minister referred
to the fact that Pakistan’s pri-
vate commitments were entire-
ly contradicted by its public
pronouncements”’

India referred to the fact that
violence in Jammu and Kashmir
had only come down marginally
and Pakistan’s actions were vio-
lative of the U.N. Security
Council resolution 1373.

“Clearly, it was our view that

— Photo: V. Sudershan

Pakistan had to do more if ten-
sions in the region were to be
reduced and the possibilities of
resumption of dialogue were 10
be realised.”

She said the U.S. was used to
its friends (a reference to Pakis-
tan) honouring their pledges
(on ending cross-border terror-
ism). Asked if the all-crucial is-
sue of verification across the
LoC came up in the discussions
this evening, she replied in the
negative.

India and the U.S. also dis-
cussed the need to deepen the
bilateral dialogue on regional is-
sues and intensify high-level
consultations. The strategic dia-
logue between the two nations
needed to be deepened further.
Military-to-military ~ coopera-
tion had also developed well in
recent months, she added.

See alsn Page 8

probed the December 1992 and
January 1993 Mumbeai riots, was
earlier recommended for eleva-
tion just before the retirement
of the former Chief Justice of In-
dia, S.P. Bharucha. At that time,
the Centre had reservations
against him in view of the fact
that he, in his capacity as com-
mission chairman, had strongly
indicted the then BJP-Shiv Sena
Government in Maharashtra.
Therefore, instead of openly
disapproving of Justice Srikrish-
na’s name, the Centre is said to
have brought to the notice of
the apex court that Rajasthan

2§ Jy 5

was without any representation
for over three years and, hence,
a judge from Rajasthan could be
considered for elevation.

But after the retirement of
Justice Bharucha (in May) and
Justice R.P. Sethi (in July), two
vacancies have arisen. After fa-
vourably considering the Cen-
tre’s suggestion, the collegium
once again recommended Jus-
tice Srikrishna, along with Jus-
tice Kalla. In the light of this
recommendation, the Govern-
ment had no option but to ap-
prove the two names, the
sources said.
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“AN IMPREGNABLE WALL

Powell’s mission is dead on arrival

HERE is a fatal flaw in the Bush administration’s

. understanding of cross-border terrorism and this stems
from the untenable position taken by George Bush that
Musharraf is a protected species and too much time should
not elapse between one expression of American support
-and another, lest he be disappointed. The expression used
- is to stop cross-border terrorism. In the Bush lexicon, which
happily is unknown outside the ignorant circle of the White
-House and the administration, the word stop in context
- means a carefully calibrated reduction in the level of infil-

tration to just enough for Bush to decide that India should
start talking to Pakistan. We can leave asidé the violence
being done to the English:language; in common parlance, |
the word stop in context means not to continue infiltration |
in any form however attenuated and India has made it -

clear that it necessarily in¢ludes dismantling all training
facilities, and ending altogether the financing and suppor-

tive infrastructure for infiltrators and terrorists. It is com-
mon sense there can be no other meaning, unless one is |
speaking with a forked tengue. Musharraf does this con-
stantly and by making a habit of taking Musharraf at face

value, Bush, just 98 constantly manages to make a fool of
himself. g \rqg Clxl)’ ' 3,\,&\;7

General Powell is endowéd with a fine irttellect and he is
increasingly finding himself isolated in this administra-
tion. The likes of Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld and Con-

. dolezza Rice when added to George Bush make a pretty im-
. pregnable wall, which reason, intellect and evidence cannot
~ breach. The dossier being prepared by the Indian Army for
Colin Powell is bound to impress him but the tragedy is
that he has practically no clout in Washington. The ru-
mours going round that he could be the Democratic can-
didate for President against George Bush is not as laug-
hable as it may sound. Dealing with the American Presi-
dent on a daily basis can make you lose your balance or as
is likely in Powell’s case, bring him to the conclusion that
being sent as an errand boy to achieve the impossible on
pain of being considered less macho than the rest is not a
reputation that one of America’s finest soldiers can be ex-
pected to live with for any length of time. Powell’s frustra-
tion is beginning to show.

India is right to administer a diplomatic snub by refusing
a meeting with the Prime Minister, although they will have
to think up another reason than that Vajpayee is tired.
Somebody may take it seriously if it happens too often!
Yashwant Sinha the untried and a very unlikely Minister
for External Affairs, should also keep himself away for a
different reason; the mission is too delicate for the former
Finance Minister. Foreign Secretary Sibal is more than
capable of dealing with the visiting Secretary of State. The
message needs to be forthright, firm and so clear that'even
if Powell repeats it verbatim to Bush, the President will un-
derstand. If Musharraf with his record of deception, double
talk and double think is a stalwart ally of the United
States, and Powell will be under orders to repeat that in
Delhi, there really is nothing to be said. Powell will un-
derstand the situation on the ground and that is all we can
hope to expect. Let’s treat him nicely though; it is not be-
yond the bounds of probability that we may be talking to a
future American President.



Early talks
~with Pak .

ruled out

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, July 27. — Having
agreed that their views on handling
Pakistan differed, India and the
| USA today decided to shore up bila-
| teral ties, raising it to a level where
| it would count — politically and
} strategically.

} What impressed the US secretary
| of state, apparent- ' '

t ly, was Mr Omar
| Abdullah’s expo

| sition on the situ-
| ation in J&K,
' where political
| workers are being
“murdered” daily.
The two sides
talked of how best
to ensure peaceful
conduct of the
J&K polls.
| India iterated
. that  Pakistan
| had done
‘\ enough to curb
\ cross-border ter-
[
|

not

| rorism, thereby
negating the possibility of an early
| Indo-Pak dialogue. “Disappoint-
i ment” was expressed at the res-

| umption of US-Pak military ties.
De-escalation of border tension
| and early resumption of talks with
g Pakistan, key concerns of Gen Col-
| in Powell, were ruled out because
| the conditions didn’t exist. “India
| has always held that if the neces-
| sary conditions for talks are creat-
| ed, we'll have talks. But we don’t
| think that necessary conditions
exist,” Mr Yashwant Sinha said

| before his talks with Gen Powell.
The secretary of state and foreign
minister established a “warm rap-

THE STATFSMaR

Gen Powell and Mr Sinha
before the talks. — AFP

port” personally and held their first
one-on-one talks for an hour before
being joined by their delegations.
Gen Powell was accompanied by US
assistant secretary of state for South
Asia Ms Christina Rocca and Ms
Elizabeth Millard of the National
Security Council.

Gen Powell said en-route to New
Delhi that he would “share” some
' information
(probably about
| Pakistan) with
| Indian leaders. A
| foreign ministry
spokesperson,
however, said the
issue of “verifica-
tion” along the
LoC ‘was not
raised, nor was
the issue of hav-
ing Pakistan clas-
sified a terrorist
state, nor did Gen
Powell suggest
any specific de-
escalatory mea-
sures,

He said during the talks that the
USA “was used to its friends keep-
ing their pledges,” implying a cer-
tain criticism of how Pakistan has
reneged on its commitments.

There was a last-minute addition
to Gen Powell’s list of meetings,
with a brief “call on” scheduled with
the Prime Minister.

The dinner Mr Sinha was to host in
Gen Powell’'s honour was cancelled
because of the Vice-President’s
death. The secretary of state leaves
for Islamabad tomorrow morning.

u Editorlal: An impregnable
wall, page 8 e
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‘K ASHMIR IS ON INTERNATIONAL AGENDA

“India should allow ‘outsiders’

Q.

) By Amit Baruah Qv '

NEW DEMML, JuLy 28. The U.S. Secretary of
State, Cylin Powell, said here today that
Kashmir was “on the international agenda”
and asked India to allow “outsiders” to
monitor the coming Jammu and Kashmir
elections to add credibility to the process.

Gen. Powell, who addressed a press con-
ference before meeting the Prime Minister,
the Deputy Prime Minister and the Princi-
pal Secretary to the Prime Minister, spoke
bluntly about what he wanted India and
pakistan to do in South Asia.

“We look to India to take further de-esca-
latory steps as Pakistan makes good on its
pledges to permanently cease support for
infiltration (across the Line of Control},” he
said.

The General indicated that a dialogue be-
tween the two nations appeared possible
only after the Kashmir polls and the Octo-
ber general elections in Pakistan. He re-
fused to be drawn into commenting on
Indian statements that infiltration had de-
clined only marginally. “There has been a
reduction in infiltration Jevels, whether
marginally or not I can’t answer.” But, he
added, it seemed clear that infiltration was
continuing and every effort was needed to
end it.

“President Musharraf has pledged to end
it (infiltration) on a permanent basis. I look
forward to discussing this with President
Musharraf in detail....” His comments to-
day go to show the “cost” India will have to
bear for inviting the U.S.-led international
community to pressure Pakistan to put an
end to supporting the terrorist cause.

india has traditionally rejected the no-
tion that Kashmir is an international issue;

THE HIND:®

Gen. Powell’s thinking is clearly on a differ-
ent plane. Just as the Americans want the
Pakistanis to deliver on a number of issues,
India, too is feeling the heat to do more
from the U.S. He reiterated on Indian soil
that the Pakistani President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, was playing a “useful role” in bringing
tensions down with India — a formulation
which is completely at odds with New Del-
hi's daily statements from the Foreign Of-
fice. While tensions were down, Gen.
Powell said, both the Indian and Pakistani
armies remained mobilised. The American

Infiltration has gone down,
Powell says in Pak.: Page 11

goal, it appears, is that of making “regional
stability permanent” in South Asia. He said
the U.S. looked to both India and Pakistan
(not Pakistan alone) to take steps to bring
peace to the region. If one were to go by
Gen. Powell's statements, the Americans
have come to believe that a “credible elec-
tion” in Jammu and Kashmir could be the
beginning of a process of addressing the
Kashmir issue in a broader sense. Stating
that he looked forward to India taking “con-
crete steps” to foster Kashmiri confidence
in the election process, he said the polis
could serve as a first step for peace and
reconciliation. Permitting international ob-
servers and releasing political prisoners
would be helpful, he said.

Gen. Powell went to the extent of saying
that the elections could begin to address
Kashmiri grievances and lead India and Pa-
kistan back to the path of dialogue. Only
sustained and productive dialogue between
India and Pakistan could bring peace to the
region, he said.

to“”inonitg)r J&K polls: Powell

Calling for free, fair and open elections,
Gen. Powell said he had suggested to the
External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
that the participation of moderate ele-
ments, which played by the rules, should be
encouraged in the election process. He
hoped that an atmosphere of safety and
peace would be provided by both sides —
India and Pakistan.

“I will be speaking to the Pakistani side to
make every effort to avoid disturbing these
elections,” he said. Asked by a foreign cor-
respondent why India was resistant to the
idea of international observers in Kashmir,
Gen. Powell said India believed it was capa-
ble of managing the elections without a for-
mal monitoring system. He said India
should make it as easy as possible for peo-
ple to travel to Kashmir to give credibility to
the poll results. “If you have enough out-
siders to watch the election process this
would benefit the Indian Government,” he
said.

“Flections (in Jammu and Kashmir)
alone, however, cannot resolve the pro
lems between India and Pakistan or erase
the scars of so many years of strife,” Gen.
Powell said. Stating that the U.S. was look-
ing for the broadest possible relationship
with India, he stressed that he was not in
New Delhi just because there were tensions
in the region. Announcing several visits
from the U.S. to India in the next few
months, the General said it was important
for the American and Indian leaderships tc
remain in close and frequent contact with
each other. He said the U.S. Assistant Secre-
tary of State for South Asia, Christina Rocca
would be in New Delhi in late Septemben

for a “regional dialogug”. last quarter of
century. //e
A Va
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~DROP IN INTRUSION ‘TACTICAL NOT PERMANENT

Delhi rejects

July 26. — The US secretary of state, General
Colin Powell, is likely to get a somewhat chilly
reception when he comes to India tomorrow, go-
ing by signals emanating from the government.
He will be here overnight, meeting Deputy
Prime Minister Mr LK Ad-
vani, foreign minister Mr
Yashwant Sinha and nation-

laim

state. Also, going strictly by protocol, the
Prime Minister could not make time for either
of them during their brief visits. The Ameri-
cans had sought a meeting, but “time con-
straints” did not permit such a meeting.

A US state department statement today
quoted General Powell as having said: “There
has been some reduction in infiltration across
the LoC, but it is still un-
fortunately the case that
there is violence.”

al security adviser Mr Bra-
jesh Mishra before he leaves
for Islamabad on Sunday
morning. He will not meet
the Prime Minister.
Dismissing the statement
made this morning by Gen-
eral Powell, about a reduc-
tion in levels of Pakistani
infiltration across the Line
of Control, senior officials

India does not feel
- any pressure to
resume talks with
Pakistan because
Islamabad has
not fulfilled its
commitments

Indian Intelligence inter-
cepts indicate that the en-
tire infrastructure of terror
— communications, train-
ing camps, launch pads,
funding and facilitation —
has not even been disabled,
“leave aside closed,” an of-
ficial said. ,

The USA is awarc that
“President Pervez Musharraf

here said the decreased in-
filtration was “tactical and
not permanent”. India does not feel any pres-
sure to resume talks with Pakistan because the
latter has not fulfilled its commitments.
“There cannot be a quid pro quo in the war
against terrorism,” a senior official said. “Paki-
stan has reneged on its promises, and though
infiltration might be down, it has not ended,
and nothing has been done to dismantle the
terrorism infrastructure,” he said. .
That the government is unhappy with the
western world’s perception of Pakistan as a “s-
talwart ally” in the war against terrorism is
clear from the fact that there was no joint press
conference with the British foreign secretary,
Mr Jack Straw, and his Indian counterpart.
Nor is one scheduled with the US secretary of

is two-timing them,” but its
interest in pursuing the Al-
Qaida (which, by all accounts, is strongly regroup-
ing in Pakistan) is so strong, “that it is thankful for
the little Intelligence-gathering he is allowing.”
According to officials, the pressure is on
Pakistan to ensure that the upcoming Assem-
bly elections in Jammu and Kashmir is not dis-
rupted, because the international community
has committed itself to the polls that will re-
flect the wishes of the people of that state.
“Pakistan will naturally want to create dis-
ruptions that would place the credibility of the
process and people’s participation at stake,” an
official said. “But the world community is plac-
ing them under a scanner and is against them
adopting disruptive tactics.”
Another report on page 6



'7{ By Aunohita Mojumdar

Times NEws NETWORK ( \\E\

New Dalhi: The government seems to

! be confronted with a protocol problem .

i over the visit of US secretary of state
i Colin Powell beginning on Saturday.

¢  During his visit to New Delhi last
! week, British foreign secretary Jack
i Straw got no higher- level audience as
! his meetings were confined to
! -those with his counterpart Yashwant
: Sinha.

i In fact, Mr Sinha, in one of his first
! meetings in South Block with his offi-
i cers, stressed the principle of parity in
i organising high-level meetings. Will the
i government be so emphatic on the sub-
i ject with visiting Americans?

Not likely, if the past is any guide. But
i there is a face-saving formula that was
! patented by the Americans during Mr
i Jaswant Singh’s visit to Washington in
i October 2001.

: This was US President George Bush
i ‘dropping in’ at the meeting between na-
i tional security adviser Condoleeza Rice
i and Mr Singh and inviting him into the
i Qval office. But no one really expects Mr
. Vajpayee to wander through the nor-
¢ mally locked entrance of the PMO to the
¢ South Block offices of the external af-
i fairs minister.

: A via media, it seems, is on hand with

- the appointment of a new deputy prime .

minister.
The designation, the equlvalent of
which does not exist in the US unless it

THE TIMES OF INDIa

Powell’s visit poses
protocol problems

) is in the person of
i Vice-President Dick Ch-
| eney, provides the perfect
} fit. Important enough to
be prime ministerial
(there will be those who
will tell the US that, that
is where the real power
lies) but not so high in
the hierarchy as to cause

Colin Powell

a flutter.

The official response from the exter-
nal affairs spokesperson on Mr Powell’s
meetings, however, was a plea not to
“read other meanings” into what were
issues of “logistics and timing”.

Interestingly, also absent from Delhi
during Mr Powell's visit will be US am-
bassador to India Robert Blackwill
whose rating in Mr Powell’s department
has not been very high.

Pakistan is likely to dominate the
agenda during Mr Powell’s visit with In-
dia pointing to the US its responsibility
in ensuring that Pakistan delivers on its
commitments.

“We will tell him that unless Pakistan
responds to the steps we have already
taken to de-escalate (tension), there will
be no further steps on the part of In-
dia,” sources in the external affairs
ministry said.

India will highlight its concerns
about the continuing infiltration, citing
from reports about the violence in Jam-
mu and Kashmir as well as evidence of
the continuing activities of terrorist
groups operating in Pakistan. /
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India to hold ‘frank discussion’

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent flq

NEW DELHI, JULY 26. India will convey to the
United States Secretary of State, Colin Po-
well, that the real test of Pakistan’s commit-
ment to end cross-border terrorism will be
seen in the run-up to the elections in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Highly-placed sources told The Hindu
that India’s concerns about continuing ter-
rorist actions and infiltration from across
the Line of Control would be conveyed in a
direct manner to Gen. Powell, who arrives
in New Dethi tomorrow evening.

In what promises to be a “frank discus-
sion”, India will also tell Gen. Powell that
the commitment to end cross-border ter-
rorism was given by Pakistan to the U.S.
and its allies and they must hold the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Musharraf, account-
able on the issue. The sources said the same
message was conveyed to the British For-
eign Secretary, Jack Straw, during his visit
last week.

For its part, India had its own assessment
of the ground-level situation in Jammu and
Kashmir and New Delhi would be guided
by its own information. During his visit,
Gen. Powell will hold talks with the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, tomorrow

| evening — this will be his first meeting with

the new Ministers.
There will be an element of “probing”
involved in Gen. Powell’s visit since Mr.

inha'’s predecessor as External Affairs Min-
iter, Jaswant Singh, had been plugging an
American line in Government.

Mr. Sinha — the new man at the helm cf
the Indian foreign policy — is not known to
the Americans and both Foreign Ministers
will use the occasion to get to know each
other.

On Sunday morning, Gen. Powell wili ad-
dress a press conference (there will be no
joint press conference as was the case in the
past) before meeting the Principal Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister, Brajesh Mishra,
and the Deputy Prime Minister and Home
Minister, L.K. Advani.

There are also concerns in diplomatic
quarters about the frank comments made
by the new Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal,
at a CII function on July 8 on Indo-U.S.
relations.

While Mr. Sibal did not offer any “defin-
itive discourse” on Indo-U.S. relations, his
comments have generated considerable in-
terest. “It is a fact, that in the past and to
some extent even today, the policies of the
U.S., even if they have not been directed
against the interest of India, have tended to
adversely affect the interest of India.”

On Jammu and Kashmir, he said the is-
sue had a long history and the issue had
been complicated in large measure by the
policies pursued by some Western nations,
in particular Britain and the U.S.

WEE HINDU

On the all-crucial concern of India — ter-
rorism — Mr. Sibal had this to say: “In-
terestingly, September 11 is all about
combating international terrorism. If one
were to logically go down this road togeth-
er, that is India and the U.S,, then it is very
clear what our expectations are and what
the U.S. must do. They can not separate one
element of terrorism from another and say
that they would deal firstly, and on a pri-
ority basis, and forcefully, with only that
segment of international terrorism which
potentially threatens their security...”

Interestingly, Mr. Sinha has kept a low
profile till date and has not interacted with
the press. In such a scenario, the comments
made by Mr. Sibal acquire added impor-
tance.

In response to questions, the Foreign Of-
fice spokesperson told presspersons this
evening that the “whole gamut” of issues
between India and the U.S. would come up
for discussion with Mr. Powell.

She said opinions, views and perspec-
tives need not coincide between countries.
India, for instance, disagreed with the U.S.
statements that Pakistan was a “stalwart al-
ly” in the war against terrorism.

She added that Mr. Powell had a full
schedule of meetings on Saturday evening
and Sunday morning before leaving for Is-
lamabad and nothing should be read into
the fact that he would not be calling on the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee.
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...+ Terrorist violence still

To'; taking place: Powell

By Srid/l& Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 26. The United
States Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, has said that while there
was “some reduction” in infil-
trations across the Line of Con-
trol, terrorist violence was still
taking place. And, one of the ob-
jectives of his visit to the sub-
continent was to see whether
any measures could be taken to
reduce the violence or the po-
tential for it.

“There has been some reduc-
tion in infiltrations across the
Line of Control but it is still un-
fortunately the case that there is
violence. There is terrorist vio-
lence that takes place,” Gen.
Powell said in response to a
question after his meeting with
the Afghan Foreign Minister,
Abdullah Abdullah.

“And in my conversations
with the Indians and the Pakis-
tanis, 1 will see if there are any
other actions that can be taken
to reduce the level of violence or
the potential for violence, and 1
am sure we will have discus-
sions on the possibility of a dia-
logue at some point in the
future between the two sides
that will deal with the question
of Kashmir”, he added.

Gen. Powell said he was trav-
elling to India and Pakistan to

review bilateral relations with
each one of the countries.
Washington had good relations
with both the South Asian na-
tions and it was important for
the Secretary of State to regu-
larly travel to the two “very im-
portant” countries. “Of course, 1
will also talk about the current
tension in the region,” he
added.

For his part, Mr. Abdullah
said his country would like to
see decreased tensions in all
these regions and in the neigh-
bourhood. “We would like to
see an end to the conflict in that
part of the world and an end
which will be acceptable for
both sides.”

Infiltration down:
Boucher

The  State  Department
spokesman, Richard Boucher,
said on Thursday that the bot-
tom line as far as infiltrations
across the Line of Control into
India was that they were
“down’’.

Asked repeatedly that while
he said that the infiltrations
were down “significantly”, Gen.
Powell had remarked earlier in
the day that the U.S. had seen
“some’’ reduction. "’ On wheth-
er “significantly” and “some”
were synonymous, Mr. Boucher

said: “It is down. I do not think I
can be too precise in this mat-
ter. It is down since the Deputy
Secretary, Richard Armitage,
was out there. It is down since
the commitment was made to
end the infiltration along the
Line of Control. I am not able to
go more precisely into the spe-
cific information.” Asked if the
American view on infiltrations
had been altered at all by New
Delhi’s continuous claims that
it is not down to a “significant”
amount, he said, “I have seen
different statements from the
Indian side. We obviously keep
in touch with both the parties
about the situation there and
we obviously are interested in
any information that might be
available. But I am afraid be-
yond saying it is down, I cannot
go into the kind of information
we may have or may not have”.

On whether the situation in
the region had deteriorated
since Mr. Armitage’s visit six
weeks ago, Mr. Boucher main-
tained that both Pakistan and
India had taken a number of
specific steps on the infiltration
front and in the subsequent re-
sponses by India. “So, there cer-
tainly were positive
developments that lowered the
level of violence, that lowered
the level of tension.

.
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- Ensure permanent ¢

Lo
Vv By\Sridhar Krishnaswami
| WASHINGTON, JULY 25. Two lead-
ing members of Congress in the
House of Representatives have
urged the Secretary of State, Co-
lin Powell, that he reiterate the
message to the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, that
halt to terrorist infiltration must
‘ be “permanent and visible” to
| India.
( “We are confident that you

will reiterate that sentiment to
President Musharraf as you
urge him to keep the commit-
ment to abandon terrorism he
has made to our Government,
to the international community
and to the Pakistani people,”
said Congressmen, Benjamin
Gilman and Gary Ackerman,
Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber respectively of the House
| International Relations Sub-
| Committee on the Middle East
‘\ and South Asia.
The senior members of Con-
gress, in a letter to Gen. Powell,
however, were sceptical if the
| particular sentiment will be tak-
| en in the right spirit or heard at
| all. “We are confident that you
| will deliver the right message,

but are greatly concerned that
| the man on the receiving end of
! the message does not want 1o
| hear it or worse intends to ig-
| nore it. There is ample evidence
| to support this fear,” they said.
[ The Republican and Demo-
i cratic members of Congress ar-
| gued that Gen. Musharraf has

been hailed in this country for

his decision to side with the U.S.
i on terrorism and on the steps
he had taken domestically; but
they questioned the subsequent
statements of the Pakistani
jeader. “No sooner did the in-
ternational community com-
mend President Musharraf for
his rejection of Islamic extre-
mism than he reverted to form
!in attempting to describe the
! terrorist acts committed in In-

THE NP

wend to infiltration’

B

dia as those of ‘freedom fight- '}
ers’. Apparently his rejection of |
terrorism ‘anywhere in the |
world’ did not include India,” \
\
l
\

gV,
|

Mr. Gilman and Mr. Ackerman
maintained.

Recalling Gen. Powell’s own |
statement that terrorism was
not something “where you turn \
a tap on or off’, they said Gen. |
Musharraf's commitment on |
the terrorism front must be per- \
manent and verifiable and this
is the “minimum’’ that the U.S. !
should expect out of its “ally” in ‘
the war against terrorism. ;

Turning to the subject of de- |
maocracy, they said the return to
democracy in Pakistan was an
issue of “equal importance”. |
On Gen. Powell’s visit to the 'l

sub-continent, the State De-
partment again said that the ad-
ministration expects to |

continue its efforts to reduce |
tensions between India and P \
kistan.
“We expect to continue our |
efforts to reduce tensions be- |
tween them. We look forward to i
discussing and developing |
these important bilateral rela- |
tionships and we want to work
with them on how to develop
dialogue between them so that
they can address the issues be- |
tween then,including Kashmir”’, |
the spokesman, Richard Bouch- |
er, said on Wednesday. [
Meanwhile,  Congressmarn
Frank Pallone called on Gen.
Powell to support the Israeli
sale of the Arrow Weapon Sys- |
tem to India saying that this
would be a positive step for In- \
do-U.S. relations. \
The Bush administration had |
said that it was looking into the
Israeli request and is examining
all issues related to the sale, in- |
cluding rtegional stability and |
provisions of the Missile Tech- ‘
nology Control Regime. The is-
sue could figure in Gen. |
Powell’s discussions in New
Delhi. |
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1 U S. hails Pak. role in
antl-terror campaign«'”

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 24. The Bush admlnlstr tion
has once again rejected India’s call to br
Pakistan as a terrorist state. The statement to
effect came not from the State Department but
from the White House. In fact, the United States
has hailed, for yet another time, the steps taken
by the President of Pakistan, Pervez Musharraf,
for curbing cross-border terrorism and for the
support against the Al-Qaeda.

“President Musharraf has taken strong action
in the war against terror. And that includes
against Al-Qaeda or the Taliban, as well as taking
steps to diminish the cross-border incursions in-
to Kashmir. And the President (George W. Bush)
is pleased with the actions that the President
Musharraf has taken,” the White House spokes-
man, Ari Fleischer, said. The spokesman was
responding to a‘question on the kind of message
the Secretary of State, Colin Powell, may be tak-
ing to India later this week, especially in the
context of the demand by the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, that the United States de-
clare Pakistan a terrorist state.

“The situation between India and Pakistan has
twice, this year, reached almost a boiling point.
And as a result of a lot of intervention and diplo-
macy by the President, by the State Department
and by the Secretary, Colin Powell’s travels to the
region, that situation has been managed to the
point now where the situation is more defused;
the risk of violence is defused,” Mr. Fleischer
remarked.

“And that’'s going to be an ongoing part of
America’s diplomacy in the region. It’s an area of
the world the United States is going to continue

to actively work,” the spokesman added.

Meanwhile at the State Department, the
spokesman, Richard Boucher, said that the ad-
ministration was considering an Israeli request
to transfer the Arrow missile system to India; and
was not sure if this issue would be discussed
during the coming visit of the Secretary of State.
The law, commitments and issues were being
considered, Mr. Boucher, said on Tuesday.
“..we're all concerned about stability in South
Asia. We're all concerned ... emphasise the im-
portance of the Missile Technology Control Re-
gime (MTCR). So these are issues we've been
discussing with the Israeli Government. At this
point, we have not given a definitive answer to
the Israeli request, but...we continue to discuss
the issue in Washington,” he said.

“Stability in the region as a whole is a factor.
These decisions, because they do involve long-
term changes and introductions of weapons sys-
tems, have to be made with a larger perspective
than this week’s events or last week’s events,”
Mr. Boucher said, going on to stress the impor-
tance of the MTCR, which prohibits the prolifer-
ation of certain kinds of missiles and systems. He
was asked why Washington would not view the
Israeli sale of the Arrow system favourably given
that India was a democracy; or if the adminis- |
tration had some reason to believe that the sys-
tem could be used against Pakistan.

“..until we have a definitive answer — yes or
no — I can'’t give you all the arguments one way
or the other. They're still being discussed.
They're still being considered. The law’s being
considered, commitments are being considered
and the issues are being considered,” Mr. Bouch-
er said.
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- U.S. frowns on India’
plan to buy Israeli weapo
,r\),\\ - o

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JuLY 23. The Bush
administration is voicing its dis-
approval of India trying to pur-
chase a missile defence system
trom Israel; and the objection
will be conveyed by the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
when he visits New Delhi later
this week, says a report in The
Washington Post.

The State Department fears
that the proposed sale of the Is-
raeli Arrow Weapon System
could exacerbate tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan, be-
sides giving an opening to other
nations — read Russia and Chi-
na — to peddle missile technol-
ogy. “We have concerns about
the introduction of more mis-
siles into this area. It could be
destabilising,” an unnamed se-
nior State Department official
was quoted as saying.

But the Indian interest in the
Israeli anti-missile system has
its backers in the Bush adminis-
tration who argue that a num-
ber of objectives could be met
— American support to Israel,
the President’s idea of enlisting
allies in missile defence devel-
opment and the furthering of
+ Indo-U.S. ties. It would also be a
reward to New Delhi for its “re-
treat” from confrontation in the
current crisis with Pakistan.

The paper maintained that
the administration’s analysis of
the Israeli proposal to India is
not complete; nevertheless, the
idea has received fresh atten-
tion in recent days. Washington
apparently will be advising the
Israelis “very soon.”

It is also said that India has

TFIE e
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expressed interest in the Patriot,
an American anti-missile sys-
tem manufactured by Raythe-
on. The company will brief
Indian officials on the missile
capabilities next month. The
Patriot, which is in use in at
least eight countries, was put
into service in the 1991 war with

Iraq as a protection against the |

Soviet Scud missiles.

The U.S. views will have to be
factored in by Israel because the
Arrow System is developed
jointly by the two countries; and
Washington’s “approval” is in-
deed required for sale. Senior
officials at Foggy Bottom are be-
lieved to be against the Israeli
sale for reasons of geo-politics
and arms control. Some in the
administration are seeing if the
proposed sale violates the Mis-
sile Technology Control Re-
gime. “We have some issues we
need to sort through, particular-
ly how the sale relates to the
MTCR. That’s an open ques-
tion,” a Defence Department
official told the paper.

Pakistan’s response to any Is-
raeli sale 1o India is seen as a
foregone conclusion. “Were In-
dia to proceed with an invest-
ment in missile defence, one
thing is certain: Pakistan will re-
spond in some fashion, either
by increasing its offensive capa-
bility to counter such a defen-
sive shield or by pursuing its
own form of missile defence
wherever they could obtain it.
That is an iron law of action-
reaction cycle in South Asia,”
the paper quoted Karl Inder-
furth, former Assistant Secreta-
ry of State for South Asia, as
saying.




US modifies India
travel advisory*~

., |
HT Correspondent Y\ \"’)1

New Delhi, July 22 N
THE UNITED States has modi-
fied its earlier travel advisory
warning American citizens
against travelling to India. The
State Department today said
the India-Pakistan tension had
subsided from the high levels it
reached in June and cleared
the way for the return of US
government personnel and
their families.

On June 26, the State Depart-
ment had issued a travel warn-
ing for India that was valid till
November 20. But while noting
a “return to normalcy in most
aspects of public and economic
life in India,” the US has
warned that the risk of re-
newed tension cannot be total-
1y ruled out.

However, American citizens
have been advised to stay away
from all areas on the Indo-Pak-
istani border. The US Embassy
and Consulates are expected to
operate at normal staffing lev-
els in the near future, the an-
nouncement added.

Britain, meanwhile, is yet to
review the Indo-Pak tension
with a view to relaxing its own
travel advisory on India.
British Foreign Secretary Jack
Straw, on Friday, said: “As far
as travel advisories are con-
cerned, we keep these under re-
view all the time and would
make an announcement as ap-

g HINDUE

Hizh attacks CRPF

MILITANTS ON Monday
struck on high security
Residence Road hurling a
grenade on a CRPF camp
‘at a local hotel injuring
one of the security per-
sonnel and- damaging
three vehicles, including
two of the CRPE

Soon after the attack at
noon, a Hizbul Mu-
jahideen spokesperson
called to claim responsi-
bility for the blast. The
person said the outfit had
planned a suicide attack
after the explosion, but
decided against it, as it
would have caused civil-
ian casualties. More at-
tacks would follow, he
added.The multi-storeyed
hotel houses the 113th
battalion of the CRPF and
| some banks.
HTC, Srinagar

propriate.”

The spokesperson of the
Ministry of External Affairs
refused to comment on the US
move.

India had consistently main-
tained that the fears leading to
the issue of the travel advi
sories were “misplaced and jf-
appropriate”.
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KASHMIR IS A BILATERAL ISSUE’

Y

U.S. rejects calls for a plebiscite

By Sridhar Krishnaswami
y Sri S| y ﬂ\

WASHINGTON, JULY 19. The Bush administra-
tion has brushed aside calls for a plebiscite
in Jammu and Kashmir saying that it was
for India and Pakistan to settle the issue
bilaterally. The United States also said that
it saw the coming elections in the State as a
first step towards the resolution of the
problem.

« . The U.S. supported successive U.N.
efforts... But in 1972, India and Pakistan re-
ached an agreement (Shimla) that it would

| be a bilateral issue. We support India and
| Pakistan and we are working towards get-
7 ting these two countries to the table to re-
| solve the issue,” the U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asia, Christina
Rocca, said at a hearing in a House Interna-
tional Relations Sub-Committee.

Ms. Rocca was responding to the Repub-
Yican Congressman, Dana Rohrabacher of
California, who wanted to know where the
Bush administration stood on the issue of
plebiscite. A critic of India, Mr. Rohrabach-
er, in his opening remarks, argued that
much of the instability in the sub-continent
stemmed from the “unwillingness, arro-
gance and intransigence” on the part of In-
dia for not permitting the people of
Kashmir the “right to control their own
destiny”.

“We are also supportive of Indian efforts
to conduct free and fair elections in the
State of Kashmir scheduled for later this
year and to begin to address Kashmiri
grievances. Such elections could proceed
with a rguch greater chance of success in an

atmosphere free of violence and intimida-
tion and serve as a first step towards resolu-
tion of the issue”, Ms. Rocca said in her
prepared statement to the House Sub-
Committee on the Middle East and South
Asia. Ms. Rocca recalled that the Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, due to visit India and
Pakistan next week, had said that war was
not an option for the two South Asian coun-
tries; and that the Republican administra-
tion was working to help India and Pakistan
find acceptable ways to begin the de-esca-
lation process.

“The only way forward that offers a pros-
pect of genuinely resolving their differences

India welcomes statement

NEW DELHI, JULY 19. India today welcomed
the U.S. statement that India and
Pakistan should resolve their bilateral
differences under the Shimla Agreement,
saying it amounted to “complete
vindication” of New Delhi’s stand.

India had all along been saying that
the two countries must adopt the
bilateral course to resolve their
problems. “The statement from
Washington vindicates our stand,” an
External Affairs Ministry spokesperson
told reporters here.

She was asked to comment on the
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asia, Christina Rocca’s testimony
before the U.S. House International
Relations Sub-committee on West Asia
and South Asia. — UNI

is the path of dialogue and confidence
building. We are working to help the two
sides find mutually acceptable ways to be-
gin the de-escalation process”, she said.

Ms. Rocca made it clear that the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, must live up
to his pledges. By the same token, once ten-
sions begin to subside, India should agree
to resume talks with Pakistan on all issues
including Kashmir. “President Musharraf
has pledged that infiltration into Kashmir
from his country will end permanently. Pa-
kistan needs to keep that pledge in order to
begin a process of resolution of the imme-
diate crisis and of its more fundamental dif-
ferences with India. Once tensiohsbegin to
subside, the process should be contifitied
by New Detlhi agreeing to resume talks with
Islamabad on all issues, including Kash-
mir”’, Ms. Rocca said.

Arguing that the encouraging progress in
South Asia towards prosperity and democ-
racy is “too often overshadowed by the
spectre of war between India and Pakis-
tan”’, Ms. Rocca maintained that the ad-
ministration remained deeply concerned
over the high levels of tension between the
two countries, in particular about the con-
tinued deployment of forces along the bor-
der and within Kashmir.

“A surge in violence could spark a mil-
itary confrontation with lo g-lasting and
devastating consequencesA0r the entire re-
gion. The enemies of pdderation in the re-
gion are aware of thi fact and are trying to
igh profile terrorist at-
hat outside of Jammu this
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CAF HINTY



By Sridhar Krishnaswami

S S\
WASHINGTON, JULY 19. The United States sees
India as an increasingly important player in
world affairs and from the start the Repub-
lican administration of George Bush has
sought to effect the transformation of the
bilateral relationship, says the Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asia, Christina
Roccea.

“We are engaging with India on a wide
range of issues. From counter- terrorism to
security issues, climate change and com-
merce, to strengthening democracy and
fighting HIV/AIDS, the President has
looked to India as a partner,” Ms. Rocca
told the House of Representatives Interna-
tional Relations Sub-Committee on the
Middle East and South Asia.

The senior Bush administration official
for South Asian affairs talked about the re-
gion, especially in the context of counter-
terrorism, the situation between India and
1‘ Pakistan and about every country in that

| part of the world.
] . Our relationships with South Asian
! states have been central to our successful
J prosecution of the war on terrorism. All
| have been fully supportive, and their sup-
Z port in this war has been, and will continue
|
}

to be absolutely crucial,” Ms. Rocca told the
House panel.

On India, Ms. Rocca talked of the all-en-
| compassing nature of the bilateral relation-
| ship — military, economic,
)

counter-terrorism and law enforcement.
“We are working ever more closely with In-
dia on military cooperation. Our military
forces are now actively developing the ca-
pability to work together effectively
through joint exercises, planning and se-
nior-level visits,” Ms. Rocca said making
the point that within the framework of the
Defence Planning Group, the U.S. and India
were discussing technology and research
and development cooperation, sales and li-
censing issues and peacekeeping oper-
ations.

“U.S.-India counter-terrorism coopera-
tion is rapidly maturing. It has contributed
to the arrest of many terrorists around the
world... Our cooperation includes intelli-
gence sharing, training, counter-terrorism,
finance and money laundering, improving
border security, combating cyber terrorism
and providing mutual legal assistance. Our
joint diplomatic efforts against terrorism
have been unprecedented in our relation-
ship,” Ms. Rocca argued.

Non-pro! erﬁtxoq, she said, remained an
item on the | liateral agenda which would
be addressed oligh cooperation and mu-
tual understanding. The cooperative as-
pects in this area aside, Ms. Rocca
expressed confidence that the Government
of India shared the U.S. concerns on the
spread of sensitive technologies of weapons
of mass destruction and missiles that posed
a security risk to both countries.

The prepared statement of Ms. Rocca

Indla, an important player' U.S.

apart, at least two members of Congress
raised the Kashmir issue and wanted to
know what the administration had done to
raise the concern about “Hindu extremists”
in India. X

“... The entire issue df Gujarat is one that
has been of great concdrn to us. It is one we
have been following vety closely... Our offi-
cers have gone down to monitor the sit-
uation themselves. It will figure highly in
our religious freedom report,” she said.

Ms. Rocca was asked whether the admin-
istration considered coming up with a plan
for Kashmir in the same fashion as it had
come up for West Asia.

“Our position on this is that no outside
Government can impose any peace plan on
the two nations involved. The two nations
involved need to get together and talk
about it themselves. They need to work this
out. It's not something that can be super-
imposed from the outside by any nation.
We are working, however, to get both sides
to the table, and we have made it clear to
both sides that we don't think it can be
resolved without dialogue,” she responded.

She argued that the current situation
would have to be defused first before a dis-
cussion of all issues including Kashmir.”
the current crisis needs to be defused first.
India has said that when there is a peaceful
situation, they are willing to talk about all
issues, including Kashmir,”” Ms. Rocca told
the Republican Congressman Joseph Pitts.
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US terror tag demal

on Pak upsets

Statesman News Service

*

NEW DELHI, July 18. — India
is upset with the USA for refus-
ing to declare Pakistan as a
sponsor of terrorism and for re-
warding it with aid and weapons.

“As far as India is concerned,
the circumstances fully warrant
Pakistan being declared a spon-
sor of terrorism. This is what we
have been saying consistently.

. The situation suggests that Paki-
stan is the world’s *holding com-
pany of terrorism’,” foreign min-
istry spokesperson Mrs Nirupa-
ma Ruao said,

Earlier today, the USA made
it clear that it would not declare
Pakistan a terrorist state as it
had been a “stalwart ally” in
America’s fight against terror-
ism.

“As far as putting Pakistan on
the terrorism list is concerned...
Pakistan has been a stalwart ally
in the fight against terrorism,”
state department spokesman Mr
Richard Boucher told reporters
in Washington. .

His comment came after
Deputy Prime Minister Mr LK

Advani’ s\dlumnl in 'Zw Lok

Sabha on Tuesday saying that

USA’s declaration of Pakistan as

a terrorist state would have
placed enough pressure on Is-
lamatrad to takg steps to dis-
mantle the framework of terro-
rist infrastructure in its territory.
Russian stand: The Russian

irst deputy forcign minister, Mr

Vyacheslav Trubnikov, today
said Russia was “against labels™
like calling Pakistan a terrorist
state.

Hastening to add that “wc have
supported India’s views,” Mr
Trubnikov said Russia had invi-
ted General Pervez Musharraf
to Moscow to “convince” him
that dismantling the terrorist in-

frastructure in Pakistan was cs-

sential to reduce tension in the
region..

Gen. Musharraf will visit
Moscow before President Putin
comes to India in December,
though dates for the visit have
not been finalised.

After mecting Mr Advani,
National Security Adviser Mr
Brajesh Mishra and external af-
fairs minister Mr Yashwant Si-
nha, Mr Trubnikov said: “We

India

J 939 v
hdw invited Musharraf to con-
vince him of the nced to disman-
tlc terrorist infrastructure and to
theet its obligations.”
He denied at a news confer-

"ence that Russia was trying to

play “mediator” between India
and Pakistan and said “we be-
licve the keys to solve the bilat-
eral issues are in the hands of”
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee and Gen. Musharraf.

The Russian minister said the
issuc of cross-border terrorism
in Jammu and Kashmir would
“most probably” be on the agen-
da of the US-Russian joint
working group meeting sched-
uled for 26 July in Minneapolis,
USA.

Mr Trubnikov, here for a
meeting of the Indo-Russian
joint working group on Afghani-
stan, said a trilateral pressure
group on Afghanistan, compris-
ing India, Russia and Iran (the
three closest allies of the North-

" ern Alliance) had been mooted

to try and prevent a possible
split in the NA and the re-emer-
gence of Al-Qaida and Taliban

elements in the garb of greater

power to the Pashtuns.

quE STATESA"
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INFILTRATION / ‘INDIA MUST ALSO TAKE STEPS TO REDUCE TENSION’

- Cross-border infiltration should

a\t \'ﬂ,:{l-_‘:~
i

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \lo Qﬁ

WASHINGTON, JuLy 13. The U.S. State Depart-
ment has said that though there has been
significant decline in infiltration along the
Line of Control in Kashmir, the Bush ad-
ministration will like to see the commit-
ments made by the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, permanent.

The U.S. said that it wanted to see Gen.
Musharraf take action against terrorist out-
fits in Pakistan and to see “‘a continuation
of steps on the Indian side” to ease and
de-escalate the situation.

On the infiltration, the State Department
spokesman, Richard Boucher, said “Presi-
dent Musharraf has said that that’s a per-
manent change. He has made that
commitment to us, and we have conveyed
it to the Indian Government. And we all
want to see that happen, that this does re-
main a permanent change’'.

“And second of all, we want to see the
continued action that he (Gen. Musharraf)
has talked about, like the action against

" camps and groups. So we want to see those

things continue. We also want to see a con-
tinuation of steps on the Indian side to ease
off and de-escalate the situation,” he said.

Mr. Boucher argued that the U.S. wanted
to keep the momentum going as far as eas-
ing tensions in the subcontinent was con-
cerned. “And we want to keep on the
agenda and in the discussions with them
the issue of dialogue, which I think we all
agree (is) the way that ultimately these
questions need to be resolved. And so our
interest in pursuing that and seeing it move
forward is very strong.”

The administration reiterated that the
coming visit of the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, to India and Pakistan would
have a much broader agenda, over and be-
vond the current crisis and tensions.

“There are other issues. We have impor-
tant relationships with both these countries
as well; in- Pakistan, a growing and broad-
ening relationship and a movement to-
wards democracy with elections in October
that we want to firmly support. That can be
an important step on the road back to de-
mocracy which is very important to us. And

" end permanently, says U.S. "

with India, a much broader relationship as
well. So a lot to discuss,” Mr. Boucher said.

Gen. Powell is scheduled to be tentatively
in South Asia on July 27 and 28, although it
is not clear which capital he will be visiting
first. He is on his way to the ASEAN Region-
al Forum Meeting in Brunei. Gen. Powell is
expected to swing through a number of
South East Asian allies of the U.S. between
July 26 and August 3. .

At the White House, the spokesman, Ari
Fleischer, said at a press briefing that the
India-Pakistan border was dangerous and
volatile; and that the U.S. would continue
to be engaged actively and consistently in
the region. “Through the very act of diplo-
macy and some of the personal efforts of
the President, the Secretary of State and nu-
merous other diplomats, tensions have in-
deed been reduced tremendously between
India and Pakistan,” Mr. Fleischer said.

“However it remains one of the world’s
most volatile, dangerous regions. It is an
area the administration is going to remain
actively and consistently engaged in. Hence
the Secretary’s trip,” he said.
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FFIRMING the growing
Alndo»US engagement at
the ilitary level, the
two countries have decided 1o
start a full schedule of joint exer-

cises in coming months.

This point isbuttressed by the fact
that the US has chosen to ignore
the Indian proposal to hotd mili-
tary exercises in the Arabian
Gulf.

The Americans are under-
stood to have given a variety of
reasons for rebuffing the Indian
suggestion. However, this con-

Some of the exercises, espe-

clally those in- g
volving the In- '
dian Air Force,
were finalised
during Air Chief
Marshal S. Kr-
ishnaswamy’s
visittothe US a
fortnight  ago.
These include
exercises in
Alaska, in recip-
rocation to the
one held in Agra a couple of
months ago.

Officials contended that the
moves marked an upward shift
in military relations between the
two countries, particularly in the
aftermath of Septernber 11. The
enhancing of ties has been com-
plemented with the resumption
of defence equipment sales and
the keenness displayed by the US
to involve India in its ballistice
missile defence initiative.

There has been a bit of scepti-
cism, however, and certain cir-
cles feel the current warmth in
military ties is a reflection of
Amierica’s own war against ter-
rorism in this region rather than
anattitudinal shift towarde Indis

TWE STATESMAR
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tention has been rejected by
= - many, with the
argument that
overlooking
one proposal
does not mean
much  when
several  joint
exercises have
already been
lined up.
According to
officials, two
joint exercises
have beenplanned in Alaska, the
firstin October and the second in
December. These are, in fact, the
winter versions of the exercises
held in Agra and have been con-
ceived to give Indian paratroop-
ers and Air Force personnel an
opportunity to gain experience
in performing duties such as
loading, unloading, paradrops
etcin extremely cold conditions.
The next exercise will be
held in the US Pacific Comm-
and base in Guam islands, also
at the end of the year, in which
the Air Force may even fly
down an an IL-76 aircraft. The
US Pacific Command India
willalso co-hostan ?/cdxercisc

hore next vear,



~USA urges J&K
separatists to
take poll p}p%ge

¢,

JAMMU, June 27. — The USA has renewed jts efforts to play a
mediator’s role in Jammu & Kashmir. A US State Department
delegation met Kashmiri separatist leaders yesterday and asked
them to take part in the state Assembly polls.

The delegation comprised the US embassy’s defence attache,
Colonel Steven Soboton, the second secretary, Ms Sheetal Patel,
and the press adviser, Mr Unni Menon. They held talks with
Jammu and Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party chief Mr Shabir’
Shah, Hurriyat chairman Prof Abdul Gani Bhat and third front
leaders Mr Abdul Hanief Khaliq, Mr Azam Inquilabi, Mr Abdul
Rahim Naikoo and Mushtaq Ahmed Sagar.

The delegation assured the separatist leaders that internation-
al observers would be present during the polls. “Pakistan would
never agree to withdraw its forces from PoK as per UN resolu-
tions ... The US delegation has ‘guaranteed’ them that the elec-
tions would be held in the state in the presence of international
observers,” sources said.

After the meeting, Prof Bhat said he had told the US team that
first a conducive atmosphere for talks should be created. This
should be followed by defusing of tension along the LoC and tatks
between India and Pakistan.

The leaders reportedly told the delegates that they would par-
ticipate in the polls only if the USA agreed to play a mediatory
role in Kashmir. They wanted an assurance that India would be
ready to discuss the Kashmir issue with Pakistan after the polls.

Mt Shabir Shah, who met PMO official Mr AS Dullat recently,
had told him that he was not averse “to participation in the elec-
tions if it helps resolve the vexed Kashmir issue”.

“We are not against the democratic process,” Mr Shah told US
officials yesterday. “We believe in elections. India has been hold-
ing polls in the state for the past 50 years. The Kashmir issue re-
mains unresolved... We are ready to participate in the elections if
these are held to resolve the issue... We have no problem in dem-
onstrating our representative character. But we will not partici-
pate in the polls uniess the Centre initiates a dialogue.” |

The team will submit its “Kashmir report” to the US govern- ‘
ment soon.

Militant group banned under Pota j

The Centre today banned Dukhtaran-e-Millat, a Kashmiri terro-
rist organisation, under Pota with immediate effect. The organisa-
tion is involved in terrorist activities and hence has been “banned
under Pota with immediate effect”, a ministry notification said.
Dukhtaran-e-Millat (Daughters of Faith), an all-women pro-
Pakistan outfit was established in 1987, The group wants women ¢
to be clad in burgas and (veil) system. It claims the Kashmir issue
is primarily a religious one and that “jikad is mandatory” and
supports the accession of Kashmir to Pakistan.
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By Mahendra Ved
TiMES NEwS NETWORK

New Delhi: Conflicting signals
from the US on the response to the
continuing infiltration of mili-
tants into Jammu and Kashmir
are understood to have dominated

meeting of the cabinet commit-
‘ee on security on Friday.

The meeting, chaired by the
Prime Minister, also closely re-
viewed what a government source

“described as a “civil war-like situ-

i ation” in Pakistan, the latest evi-

" dence being the explosion outside
the American consulate in

\Karachi. Sources said India would
like to know how the US assessed
the situation and to study its im-
plications for the ground situation
in Kashmir.

Talk of confidence-building
meagures in such conditions has

/beéls‘-t‘aken by New Delhi with a
pinch of salt. “Islamabad has to

ﬂip-ﬂog €0

cabinet panel’

create an atmogphere conducive to
the resumption] of a dialogue,” ex-
ternal affairs 'minister Jaswant
Singh said after the meeting. “The
situation is pregnant with all
types of possibilities.”

Sources said India was dis-
mayed at the US’ ‘narrow’ defini-
tion of who constituted the Al Qai-
da, and this had been conveyed
emphatically to defence secretary
Donald Rumsfeld and earlier to
deputy secretary of state Richard
Armitage. .

“It cannot only be the Arabs and
Afghans when different nationals,
including Pakistanis, are there.
The US knows fully well that
cadres of the Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad had also
fought in Afghanistan. It must de-
cide whether it is going to extend
‘Operation Enduring Freedom’ to
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,” said
a source involved in talks with the
American visitors.

mes under

9.9 v Lo ME

s scanner

The Pakistani media itself has
been talking of the Al Qaida-Tal-
iban movement. The June issue of
Herald carries an article—'Sleep-
ing With Enemy’ by Mohammed
Ilyas Khan--describing how five
Arabs “stole into” Pakistan
through Khyber Agency last
month, and of “travel arrange-
ments” made at Akhura Khatak
for their onward journey to Muzaf-
farabad (PoK).

Sources asserted that the inten-
sity of Pakistan-sponsored infil-
tration had changed only margin-
ally in the last five months. India
would like to wait out the summer
before making any meaningful as-
sessment. The immediate urgency
was to attend to the Lashkar and
Jaish “sleeper agents”, estimated
between 1,500 and 2,000 and oper-
ating in the state, to ensure a
peaceful assembly election.

@ See Edit: US Double-take, Page 14
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IF KALUCHAK RECURS, RESPONSE WILL BE INTERNAL

India,
joint

Nilova Roy Chaudhury and
~ Alake Tikku in New Dethi

June 13. — Days after the
Prime Minister mooted the con-
cept of joint patrolling with
Pakistan to check infiltration,
India and the USA have veered
around the view that “joint pa-
trolling” along the Line of Con-
trol wilt not be possible in the
immediate future.

The two sides agreed at discus-
sions during Mr Donald Rums-
feld’s visit yesterday that mutual
trust, a prerequisite for joint pa-
trolling to succeed, was missing.

New Delhi has also indicated
to the USA that if another major
terrorist incident like Kaluchak
occurs, the Indian response
would be internal and not across
the border.

There are fears that in the run
up to elections to the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly, terro-
rists already within the Valley
(some estimates place the num-
ber close to 3,000), cut off from
their mentors across the LoC,
would attempt “spectacular ter-
rorist feats” to frighten people
against the poll process. In that
case, the response would be in
the form of swift reprisals
against the perpetrators within
the state, sources said.

The USA has pleaded for re-

straint on Indige part, saying
Pakistan wasaGt in contro! of all

US

\1\\(9

LoC

Qv v

militant outfits, and fears that an
Indian attack on terrorist train-
ing camps across the LoC would
escalate into a major conflagra-
tion.

When the issue of jointly
monitoring infiltration from
Pakistan came up for discus-

Evidence... here today,
gone tomorrow!

ISLAMABAD, June 13. — A
day after Mr Donald Rumsfeld
said in Delhi that he had evi-
dence on the presence of Al-
Qaida in J&K, the US defence
secretary said in Islamabad that
he had no concrete evidence,
but only “scraps of intelligen-
ce”. He described the intellige-
nce input as speculative and not
verifiable. He expected Pakis-
tan to crack down on the net-
work if there was any “actiona-
ble intelligence”. — PTI
Details on page 6

sions, it was pointed out that
this proposal could not be im-
plemented in the immediate fu-
ture.

Not only because Pakistan
had not responded to the Indian
proposal favourably, but also
due to the lack -of mutual trust
between the two countries at
this stage.

It emerged in the discussions
held yesterday with the US de-

against
patrol

fence secretary that it would be
difficult to put this plan on the
ground at a time when the ar-
mies — which have to mutually
work out details for the joint pa-
trolling — are standing eyeball
to eyeball.

“The two sides agreed that
certain  confidence-building
measures would be required to
be-put in place before New Del-
hi and Islamabad can work on
joint patrolling,” a senior offi-
cial said, adding that it was in
this context that Mr Rumsfeld
suggested that India install sen-
sitive ground sensors along the
LoC.

The new generation of Amer-
ican ground sensors would ena-
ble New Delhi not only to stop
infiltration, but also provide evi-
dence of attempted infiltration.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee had
at Almaty earlier this month re-
jected Islamabad’s proposal to
allow international forces along
the LoC to monitor infiltration
and suggested that joint patrol-
ling of the LoC by Indian and
Pakistani security forces could
be acceptable to New Delhi.

India’s foreign office has
since then been pushing the
proposal to counter Islamaba-
d's attempts to internationalise
the LoC, notwithstanding reser-
vations at the viability of the
suggestion expressed by many
analysts and defence minis-
try.
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“Rumsfeld reasstfes -

US as guarantor of permanent end to

ﬁ\?”) \)57

Y far the most significant element

of Donald Rumsfeld’s visit to India
was the acknowledgement that the US
was aware that Al-Qaeda fighters were
operating in Jammu and Kashmirclose
to the Line of Control. No one should
expect the US at that high level to say
more. But the fact that the US Secre-
tary of Defence thought it fit to make
the information public is an indication
of the challenges that both India and
the US face, and the likely direction of
his discussions in Islamabad. At one
level this may shift the responsibility of
cross-border terrorism from Islamabad
towhat has been often described as the
“stateless” groups of terrorists. At an-
other, for exactly the same reason, the
US may find it easy to apply greater
pressure on Islamabad which has offi-
cially agreed to co-operate with Wash-
ington on its war against Al-Qaeda and
the Taliban. The latter would depend
greatly on the recently re-emphasised
strength of Indo-US relations.

For usitshould not matter whether
the target is described as Al-Qaeda or
by another name. Terrorists will remain
terrorists regardless of the title their
group bears. And Al-Qaeda has not
proved to be any less unbeatable than,
say, Lashkar-e-Tayyiba. What is worth
noting is that with Al-Qaeda let loose
in J&K, the US war against terrorism
comes even closer to our war against
cross-border terrorism in terms of even
tactical objectives, leave alone the

MNDIAN EXF

cross-border terroris

B, N

larger strategic gogls. Given its strong
diplomatic position during the past
fortnight, especially its categorical as-
surance of Islamabad living up to its
promises of choking infiltration and
terrorist infrastructures, the US seems
to have assumed the responsibility of
being the guarantor of halting cross-
border terrorism permanently. This
does not mean that we would not have
to maintain the strategy of political-mil-
itary pressure on Islamabad to reverse
its policies. What it does imply is that a
co-ordinated Indo-US strategy is more
likely to produce favourable results
than aunilateral one.

+ Deeper involvement by the US may
well increase the apprehension levelsin
some quarters of increasing our depen-
dence on Washington. But this must be
seen in the context of New Delhi’s clear
position that any de-escalation would be
in tune with the practical steps taken by
Islamabad to permanently seal infiltra-
tion and dismantle sanctuaries and fi-
nancial support to the terrorist organisa-
tions. The US is strategically engaged
with countries of Southern Asia. The
difference from any earlier period is that
itsinterests and objectives and ours con-
verge markedly. The US has been em-
phasising that the Kashmir issue must
be resolved bilaterally and peacefully
andwe should continue to hold them to
it. In the process if its engagement
nudges Islamabad toward a more co-
operative approach, so much the better.
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s’ if Pakistan

clamps down on infiltration

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 12. India today
conveyed to the United States
its willingness to take more
steps towards the reduction of
military tension with Pakistan if
Islamabad moved towards a
comprehensive effort to end
cross-border terrorism.

After an intensive round of
consultations with the top layer
of the political establishment,
the visiting U.S. Defence Secre-
tary, Donald Rumsfeld, praised
the steps taken by India as “use-

ful” and “constructive’” and ex-

plored the prospects for
additional actions by India.

Coming out of a 75-minute
meeting with the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, Mr.
Rumsfeld told reporters that
America “recognises the leader-
ship demonstrated” by Mr. Vaj-
payee “in a period that has been
tense.”

At the heart of the discussion
between Mr. Rumsfeld and the
Government were the timing
and sequence of the next steps
to ease the military standoff in
the subcontinent and their link-
age to the actions in Islamabad.
These measures were discussed
in some detail by Mr. Rumsfeld
and the Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes. The two lead-
ers had more than an hour of
one-on-one talks before they
were joined by their aides.Mr.
Fernandes said some “under-
standings" had been arrived at

Al- Qaeda operatmg along
LoC, says Rumsfeld

The U.S. Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, with the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
in New Delhi on Wednesday — Photo: V. Sudershan

between India and the U.S
which could lead to the creation
of a “better atmosphere in the
subcontinent.” He refused to go
into the “specifics” of the un-
derstandings with Mr. Rums-
feld, who is expected to carry
them to Pakistan.

According to the U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Colin Powell, Isla-
mabad had communicated to
Washington new commitments
over the weekend that an end to
infiltration across the Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir
would be permanent and that it
“would be followed by other ac-
tivities that had to do with the

dismantling of the (training)
camps.” If Pakistan does indeed
implement these promises, In-
dia might agree to resume di-
rect air and ground
transportation links between
the two countries and withdraw
some Air Force units from for-
ward locations.

The U.S. is said to be keen on
some Indian steps in relation to
the ground forces. India appar-
ently made it clear to Mr. Rums-
feld that there was no question
of demobilising its troops on
the LoC until the elections in
Jammu and Kashmir are held
later this year. But it is believed

NEW DELHI, JUNE 12. Reinforcing India’s fears,
the U.S. Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld,
said today that there were “indications” of Al-
Qaeda terrorists operating near the Line of
Control in Jammu and Kashmir and offered to
provide ground sensors to monitor the militant
incursions from across the LoC. “I have seen
indications that the Al-Qaeda is operating near
the LoC,” he told reporters after his meeting
with the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
before leaving for Islamabad.

Asked whether the U.S. forces would pursue
the Al-Qaeda in Kashmir, he said “we are get-
ting cooperation of all kinds of countries across
the globe to fight the Al-Qaeda and its terrorist
network and working to see that (these coun-
tries) do not become a haven for terrorists.”

The setting up of an infiltration monitoring
mechanism figured prominently in Mr. Rums-
feld's talks with the top Indian leadership, a
U.S. official said. The sensors would be set on
ground rather than being air-borne and would

be operated by the local forces, he said.

“It is unclear as to whether or not, and to
what extent, we could be helpful... it is for the
technical people to see,” Mr. Rumsfeld said on
sensors, adding that the goal was to see that
there was no infiltration across the LoC.

However, the deployment of foreign forces
to monitor the LoC was not discussed during
Mr. Rumsfeld’s talks with the Indian leaders,
highly-placed Indian and American sources
said tonight. The clarification came in the wake
of some remarks attributed to Mr. Rumsfeld.

“We discussed a whole range of subjects and
I guess the honest answer is yes. That subject
did come up,” Mr. Rumsfeld had said. The
question was about deploying sensors to mon-
itor infiltration along the LoC but some got the
impression that the question related to sensors
as well as the deployment of foreign forces. The
U.S. Embassy spokesman confirmed that Mr.
Rumsfeld’s remarks related only to sensors. —
PTI

i
to have indicated a little more
flexibility on the posture of its
ground forces on the Interna- |
tional Border with Pakistan in
Rajasthan and Punjab. New
Delhi might be willing to pull
back its strike forces from the IB |
if there is a visible movement in i
Pakistan towards dismantling ‘
the infrastructure of terrorism |
on its soil. i

The Indian side has under-
lined the fact that it has no de-
sire to perpetuate the military
confrontation with Pakistan, if
there is a genuine progress
across the border to dismantle
the infrastructure of terrorism,
according to well-placed sourc-
es. At the same time, it insists
that its steps can only follow,
and not precede, additional ac-
tions from Islamabad to wind
down the terrorist camps,
squeeze their finances and cut
their communication links.

The Indian leaders also con-
veyed to Mr. Rumsfeld that the
crucial tést of a change in Pakis-
tan’s sponsorship of terrorism
rests in Gen. Musharraf’s wil-
lingness to let the elections in
Jammu and Kashmir go off
peacefully. And if Gen. Mushar-
raf passes this test, India might
be prepared to resume a sub- |
stantive political dialogue with ;
Pakistan after the elections, offi- |
cial sources say. .

Mr. Rumsfeld, who arrived '
here on Tuesday night, had a
breakfast meeting with the Na-
tional Security Adviser, Brajesh
Mishra, and held discussions
with the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh, over lunch.

He also met the Union Hom
Minister, L.K. Advani. /
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Armitage relays

Gen’s toné! Delhi
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New Delhi: US deputy secretary of
state Richard Armitage’s peace mission
to South Asia appeared to be at least par-
tially fulfilled as India, on hearing the
“tone and tenor” of the message he had-
brought from Islamabad, found itself in
“expectant mode” about Gen Pervez
Musharraf keeping his promises on
curbing incursions into Jammu and
Kashmir.

Only a few days ago in Almaty, Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee had con-
veyed to the summiteers, including Rus-
sia’s Vladimir Putin and China’s Jiang
Zemin, that due to Pakistan’s track
record, India could not trust either that
country or its President. On Friday,
however, emphasising that India also
wanted “an end to tensions” on the bor-
der, the Indian side seemed to be chang-
ing that approach, but without lowering
its guard.

A significant outcome of the parleys

U.S. deputy secretary of state Richard
Armitage speaks to Prime Minister
: A.B. Vajpayee at his residence in New
:  Delhi on Friday.

A———

changes its tenor

was the inglorious death of the so-
calledAnglo-American proposal of for-
eign soldiers monitoring the Line of
Control (LoC). India expectedly rejected
it, but it transpired that the proposal
had not even found mention in the New
Delhi parleys. Nor was it discussed in
Washington, Mr Armitage said, calling
it “far-fetched”.

Diplomatic circles were not willing to
speculate on whether Mr Armitage
thought it prudent not to annoy the In-
dians with a proposal so warmly wel-
comed by Gen Musharraf, or on
whether it was the brainchild of some
elements in the British establishment
with a penchant for playing a role to “re-
solve the Kashmir dispute”.

External affairs minister Jaswant
Singh said after the talks that India was
committed to peace in the region and
that it was achievable if Gen Pervez
Musharraf kept his promise to end
cross-border terrorism. It seemed a very
general statement of intent.

Mr Singh reiterated that the proposal
for joint patrolling of the LoC with Pak-
istan was “evolutionary”. Efforts by
both sides were needed to work towards
it to solve the problem of infiltration
into Jammu and Kashmir.

“It is not as if joint patrolling will be
established tomorrow. It is an answer to
a problem. It is evolutionary and that is
why one should work towards it,” Mr
Singh said inresponsetoa media query.

With a distinct lowering of tensions,
US defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld,
due here in the middle of next week,
should find it easy to deal with the
South Asian adversaries. Foreign office
sources here were not willing to specu-
late on the next course of action, em-
phasising the need for “prudence’”.
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US diplomats have been staunch in their denial that the
dus of foreign officials — and tourists who take the 1o
from their governments — is not part of a Washington strate
to keep India well inside the line that divides a diplomatt
response from a military one. They count for little, given that
the US is hardly likely to publicly admit that effectively it is
giving India a choice — do what we say and we'll tell the world
your country is safe, otherwise, look at CNN and New York
Times painting a picture of sub-continental Armageddon.
There is a legitimate Indian grievance against this. Which is
that if the US does take the possibility of a nuclear conflict seri-
ously, it also takes Pakistan as a trigger-happy party. In that
case, sanctions should have been applied on Islamabad. Re-
freezing bilateral and multilateral aid and loans would have
acted quickly as sobriety restorer across the border. Instead,
the US probably chose to talk tough to Pakistan but also hit
India where it knew it will hurt. Unlike Pakistan, India has a re-
putation to lose. Indians dez't like their country being thought
of as a Third World basket case. Mare important, with a mature
economy, many sectors depend on global confidence. A stock
market crisis or another set back to the 1T industry are counter-
productive just when the steep downturn seem to be bottoming
out. Some effects are already visible, and the general impres-
sion that India is a dangerous place to be in has gained
credence outside the country.

Has the government reacted to this US pressure? Statements
by the Prime Minister, the Defence Minister and the spin from
the PMO indicate a toning down of Indian rhetoric. Reports
from Almaty, where the Prime Minister is attending a regional
security summit, talk of India being amenable to the idea that
Pakistan may after all behave well. Senior government officials
have said that India may not respond even in the case of ano-
ther “Kaluchak-type attack”. The timing of these statements is
unlikely to be coincidental. It could be that the government has
received some genuine reassurances from the US and the appa-
rent softening of New Delhi’s stance is a combined effect of
American promise and pressure. If the promise is delivered,
the pressure won't matter; normalcy and safety as perceived by
CNN will return once Washington feels India has “backed oft™.

The tricky thing for India will be if Pakistan’s promised ac-
tion takes long time in coming and/or is taken with plenty of
gaping holes. US pressure will not ease and the latter will have
a hard time explaining domestically why it is appearing to be
less distrustful with Pakistan. There’s another pressure India
will have to contend with — that of coming back to the nego-
tiating table on Kashmir. This must be expected when the us
feels that Musharraf has done “enough™ to deserve a reward.

India ¢hould start preparing for such a gambit now giventh/l

American pressure can wrong a country that is wronged.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 31. The United
States has strongly condemned
the latest militant attack in Do-
da district of Jammu and Kash-
mir calling it the “most
jrresponsible” action especially
in the context of the highly-
charged situation in the
subcontinent.

“_..in the current charged cli-
mate of tension between the
two nuclear armed neighbours
poised for war, this attack ap-
pears to be aimed at taking ten-
sions to a higher level and
undermining regional stability.
So we strongly condemn the lat-
est incident,” the State Depart-
ment spokesman, Richard
Boucher, said on Thursday.

The Bush administration is
further making the point that
only terrorists would stand to
benefit from a war in South
Asia. “...there is a danger that

irresponsible elepaénts such as
these will try ta”spark a conflict

in Doda

between India and Pakistan by
engaging in terrorist provoca-
tions; and it's vital for everyone
to do their utmost to reduce vio-
lence, lower the rhetoric and ex-
ercise restraint, bearing in mind
that only terrorists would bene-
fit from a war in South Asia,”
Mr. Boucher added.

The U.S. has been using the
current tensions between India
and Pakistan to constantly re-
mind Islamabad and Pervez
Musharraf that words have to
be matched by deeds on the
ground — a message that came
out of the State Department
again on Thursday.

«_.we have heard again and
again from the Pakistani Gov-
ernment as vou have heard
publicly from President Mush-
arraf that he was certainly not
going to allow Pakistani territo-
ry or territory controlled by Pa-
Kistan to be used for terrorist
actions. And as we've discussed
before, those ar€ the commit-
ments thap We're looking for

-
o -

;

condemns at:tack

6
him t§ carry out, in fact,” Mr.
Bouché&r maintained. |

The \administration is also !
making the point that the “role”
of the U.S. in the India-Pakistan |
dispute over Kashmir is quite |
different from the one it has |
been playing between the Israe- |
lis and the Palestinians.

“We have a different role his-
torically; we have a different |
role in fact,” Mr. Boucher said |
stressing that Washington was |
not a mediator between India |
and Pakistan and that while it |
was prepared to facilitate, that |
(talks) should be agreeable to |
both India anad Pakistan. In fact,
the State Department is saying
that the first priority in the pre- .
sent context is to deal with the |
threat of tension and danger |
and getting things on the “right |
rrack”; the second priority |
would be to get the parties talk-
ing; and this dialogue would |
have to settle the problem tak- |
ing into account the wishes of .
the Kashmiri people.

Y




~Concerned over Indo-Pa\b;% s(itué/tion: U.S.
e \

just in the region. “She had some'very de- ere is speculation whether he is being |

By Sridhar Krishnaswami Q\\t‘;),

WASHINGTON, MAY 18. The Bush administra-
tion says it continues to be concerned
about the rising tensions along the India-
Pakistan border; at the same time, the State
Department maintains that no decision has
been made on travel plans of senior offi-
cials to the region.

“... We are concerned about the situation
there, about the increase in tensions. As
you know, the United States has been work-
ing all along with both of these nations to
try to see if we couldn’t contribute in some
way to an easing of tensions between the
two,” the State Department spokesman, Ri-
chard Boucher, said on Friday.

The Secretary of State, Colin Powell, had
been in close touch with leaders of India
and Pakistan. The Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia, Christina Rocca, was

tailed, and we think fruitful, discussions
with both parties”, Mr. Boucher added.

The Bush administration has again said
that it had excellent relationship with both
India and Pakistan and that the U.S. would
do everything it could to ease tensions.

“...We’ll continue to be involved. I'm sure
we'll continue to be involved at a high level
and see what we can do’’, Mr. Boucher said
in the course of a regular briefing.

On a possible visit of the Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Richard Armitage, to the re-
gion, he said “there is no further decisions
at this point on travel to the region”.

A possible visit by Mr. Armitage to India
and Pakistan has attracted media attention.
One view is that he is already scheduled to
visit the region by the middle of June and
that given the current situation, the trip
could be advanced.

“serk” to the subcontinent or “rushed” to
defuse Indo-Pak. tensions. Diplomats and
officidls, however, note a sense of urgency
in the Bush administration.

It is not just a question of what Mr. Ar-
mitage may be proposing to India or Pakis-
tan. :

New Delhi cannot ignore that the Bush
administration has been quite tough on Pa-
kistan and its leader, Pervez Musharraf. |

At the same time, it believes that the mil- .
itary dictator will have to be given “more” .
time to deal with extremism. i

In the context of the war on terrorism, |
Gen. Musharraf is a key U.S. ally and the 1
Bush administration is not inclined to con- |
front him on cross-border terrorism asking |
for action within a speeffic time-frame, at |

least publicly. A

SHE HINDD
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~Blackwill echoes
Bush stand on

{

Our
NED

olitical Bureau
V DELHI 16 MAY

S ambassador Robert D.
Blackwill on Thursday
called on Union home
minister LK, Advani amid clear
indications that the latest terrorist
outrage in Jammu and Kashimir
may have severely undermined
America’s leverage with India.
Emerging from the meeting,
Mr Blackwill was unusually taci-
turn and confined himself 1o
“echoing” US President George
Bush’s condemnation of Tues-
day’s massacre inJammu, He un-
derlined that both Mr Bush and
US assistant secretary of state
Christina Rouvca had termed the
killings the work of terrorists.
Pre-September 11, thisformu-
fation would have been deemed
satislactory by an Indian estab-
lishment that had been trying
hard to counter the “freedom
struggle spin” that Pakistan bad
been putting on the killings by je-
hadis. Now, however, India
wants the US 1o move beyond
stating the obvious and lean on
Pakistan o rein i jehadis.
With the US unable to tighten

terror attack

AV

Brackwinr: His Master's Voice

the screws on Pervez Musharraf’
regime, India’s patience with U¢
semantics has worn thin. Wha
has contributed to New Delhi”
reservations is the US’" willing
ness to take Pakistan’s disclaimer:
—onissues such as infiltration —
at face value. The Indian frustra
tion came across clearly in the
way it refuted the assessment o
the US deputy secretary of sgate,
Richard Armitage, aboyr” any
drop in infiltration.

Che Economice Tir.
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_Infiltration must end but talks

v should resume: Rocca .

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELH!, MAY 15. While advo-
cating the termination of cross-
border terrorism, the United
States today called for an early
resumption of taiks between In-
dia and Pakistan to defuse bor-
der tensions.

At a press conference —
hours before her departure for
Islamabad — in which she
sketched a roadmap for better
ties between India and Pakis-
tan, the visiting U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State, Christina
Rocca, said Indo-Pakistani ten-
sions must end as they could
“spark off” an “unintended
war”.

Urging a reduction of ‘the
border tensions, she said, “We
are very worried about the con-
tinued mobilisation of the two
major armies facing each other
in close proximity and the
threat that could be posed by a
spark and lead to an unintend-
ed conflict.” She pointed out

that the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, had repeatedly
sought to sensitise leaders in
the subcontinent on the possi-
bility of an “unintended con-
flict”.

Gen. Powell, during his visit
to India in January, proposed
that the weapons mobilised by
India on the border need not al-
ways be kept on hair-trigger
alert.

Ms. Rocca acknowledged that
the tensions between India and
Pakistan had not eased since
the December 13 assault on
Parliament. The attack in Jam-
mu on Tuesday had only vitiat-
ed the atmosphere further. “We
think that the level of tension
needs to be eased somehow,
and acts like this were clearly
aimed at achieving the opposite
objective and are intended to
undermine peace and stability
in the region as a whole.”

She said that the U.S. saw the
Jammu attack as an act of in-
ternational terrorism. “Terror-

ism against any country is part
of the war on terrorism. Terror-
ism against India is as unac-
ceptable as it is against America
or against any other country.”

Apart from proposing border
de-escalation, Ms. Rocca point-
ed to two basic premises for im-
proving Indo-Pakistani ties. In
an obvious reference to cross-
border intrusions into Jammu
and Kashmir, she said that all
infiltrations “must stop” as
these were counter-productive.
The U.S., however, was still in
the process of determining the
exact level of intrusions.

“She said that Pakistani action

on the list of 20 fugitives given
to it by India need not become a
benchmark for reviving the
dialogue.

“This is one of the series of
things that are possibilities. But
I'wouldn’t hang my head on any
one step being the ultimate an-
swer. There are a number of
things that could be done to
ease tensions.”

v

To a question, she indicated
that India need not wai{ for a
Pakistani initiative to curly infil-
tration for restarting talks.

“The situation is complicated
and it is not in black and white.
Both sides should sit together to
defuse tensions.”

The U.S. “is going to work
closely, very intensely to try to
reduce the level of tension and
try to get both sides to talk be-
cause nothing gets resolved
without dialogue ultimately.”
Asked whether Washington
would urge the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, to hold talks in Kazakhstan
where they might be present
next month, she said, “We al-
ways encourage both sides to
talk.”

Reiterating that the U.S.
would stay away from direct
mediation, she said that India
and Pakistan should themselves

take concrete steps to pesolve
their differences.

CHE HINDU
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IT IS TERRORISM: ROCCA

Pullout of forces not
v possible: De i,

15

] By Atul Aneja

. NEW DRLHI, MAY 14. With the ter-
rorist killings in Jammu in the
backdrop, India today said it
would continue to position its
forces along the Indo-Pakistani
border until Islamabad re-
strained cross-border terrorism.

Talks with the visiting United
States Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia, Christina
Rocca, today saw Indian offi-
cials impressing upon her that
Pakistan had not restricted the
cross-border infiltrations, not-
withstanding its President, Per-
vez Musharraf’s pledges to the
contrary during his televised
address on January 12.

Besides meeting officials, Ms.
Rocca had half an hour meeting
with the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh. The spokes-
person of the Ministry of
" External Affairs, Nirupama Rao,
. in response to a question, clar-
ified that Ms. Rocca was not
scheduled to meet the National
Security Adviser, Brajesh Mis-
hra, or the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes.

The Indian side made three
main points during the day-
long talks with Ms. Rocca. First,
| contrary to Pakistan assertions,
cross-border infiltrations from
Pakistan-administered areas in-
to Jammu and Kashmir had
1 gone up in March. Ms. Rocca
was apprised of the rising graph
of cross-border infiltrations, as
the winter snows along the
mountain passes taken by ex-
tremists to enter Kashmir had

egun to melt.

S d, the Indian side em-

asised that with cross-border

mtrusm S contlnumg and Pa-
kistan’s refusal to take action on
the list of 20 fugitives that it had
been sent, it was neither pos-
sible for India to pull back its
troops nor to “de-alert” them as
sought by the U.S. on earlier oc-
casions. Washington, on its
part, has been keen on seeing a
de-escalation of the Indian
forces as any pullback of troops
would “unlock” Pakistani forces
from the Indian border for re-
deployment along the Afghan
frontier. Third, Ms. Rocca, ac-
cording to sources, was told that
India was determined to hold
fair and free elections in Jammu
and Kashmir. That meant keep-
ing infiltrators out by position-
ing forces in sufficient numbers.

Incidentally, sources here
pointed out that Ms. Rocca’s
mission to the subcontinent
might have been prompted by
Pakistan. India, in the second
phase of its ongoing ‘Operation
Parakram’, has been recalibrat-
ing its forces along the entire
length of the Pakistan border,
including Jammu and Kashmir.
Pakistan may have interpreted
this movement as an Indian at-
tempt to launch a limited strike
against it and, consequently,
alerted the U.S. about it, the
sources observed.

Aware of the Indian sensitiv-
ities about this morning’s inci-
dent, Ms. Rocca said the U.S.
roundly condemned this “ter-
rorist attack”. “It is just this type
of barbarism that the war on
terrorism is determined to
stop,” she observed during her
meeting with the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII) this
afternoon. -



~We can become partners even
7*’“ in unexplored areas: Rocca"”,),

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHi, MAY 14. The United
States Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia, Christina B.
Rocca, said today she visualised

; the U.S. and India becoming as

partners even in as yet unex-
plored areas to their mutual
benefit. .

Addressing - the Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry (CIT),
Ms. Rocca said that transforma-
tion and consolidation of Indo-
U.S. ties was top on the agenda
of the Bush administration — it
wanted to engage India on a
whole range of issues that rang-
ed from counter-terrorism, na-
tional defence, global climate
change, international com-
merce to preventing HIV/AIDS.

Ms. Rocca dwelt at length on
the growing military-to-military
cooperation between the two
countries and said that the part-
nership had crossed some im-
pressive milestones. The ties
had moved from “discussion
stage to active cooperation’’.

“Not far from Agra, Indian
paratroopers and American
Special Operations Forces are
participating in their largest-ev-
er joint Army and air exercises
since India’s independence,”
she said. The specific goal of the
current exercise was to conduct
joint parachute training and
mutual familiarisation with

small arms.

| “But the larger, long-term
' goal is ny/mgore ambitious

The U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia,

Christina B. Rocca, with the Congress president,
Sonia Gandhi, at her residence in New Delhi
on Tuesday. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

and is based on strategic, diplo-
matic and political cooperation
as well as sound economic ties.
Military-to-military  coopera-
tion, for long a subject of dis-
cussion between us, is now
producing tangible progress to-
ward this objective,” she said
adding that functional working
groups for the Army; the Navy
and the Air Forces had dis-
cussed technological and re-
search and  development
cooperation, sales, and licens-
ing issues and peacekeeping
cooperation.

A major highlight of the de-
fence supply relationship be-
tween the U.S. and India, she

said, was involvement of the
private sector as well as the
Government. The armed forces
of the two countries were en-
gaged in determining areas of
mutual interest in basic re-
search for military purposes
and identification of areas for
joint work in future defence sys-
tems development.

Reiterating that non-prolifer-
ation remained an important
item on the bilateral agenda,
Ms. Rocca said “We are confi-
dent that the Indian Govern-
ment shares our concerns about
preventing the spread of sensi-
tive technologies since the dif-
fusion of weapons of mass

. destruction (WMD) and mis-
siles pose a serious threat fo the
security of both our counfries.”

* ‘Further, India and the U.9. were
-. also working together to stim-

ulate bilateral high technology
trade, besides having agreed to

* the resumption of three nuclear

safety related projects and ex-
pansmn of civilian space coop-
efation in areas of weather,
migration and communica-

“tions. Ms. Rocca, who, at the
outsét, condemned today’s mil-
itant attack in Jammu said the
U.S. and India had built a rela-
tionship in the war against ter-
rorism. South Asia was a key
front in the global war on terror-
ism and India had been a vital
ally in the campaign to destroy
the Al-Qaeda. She said U.S.-In-
dia counter-terrorism coopera-
tion was rapidly maturing and
the two countries were working
towards protecting the two so-
cieties from threats of cyber at-
tack. The Joint Working Group
would be meeting in July to pro-
ceed further.

She referred to the visits by
top-level functionaries for eco-
nomic dialogues and said this
would help the two countries to
realise the enormous potential
of “‘our economic relationship”.

The U.S. Ambassador, Robert
Blackwill, was present. Earlier,
on the CII's behalf, Subodh
Bhargava, welcomed Ms. Rocca
and said there was vast scope
for economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries. Z



NEW DELHI, May 14. — That India
is in no mood to accept US advice on
“restraint” against Pakistan, or reduce
or pull back troops from the border,
became clear from the level of
meetings that US assistant secretary of
state held here today.

The bulk of Ms Christina Rocca’s
meetings — with senior officials of the
foreign ministry and joint secretaries
(for the Americas and Iran, Pakistan
and Afghanistan), Mr Jayant Prasad
and Mr Arun Singh — though strictly
correct, according to protocol, indi-
cated that India was tired of US
homilies on good conduct.

Today’s klllmgs in Jammu'reinforced
the government’s “disgust and disillu-
sionment” with Pakistani policy, which,
officials said, was clearly conveyed to
Ms Rocca. “The point was conveyed
that it isn’t okay to have one policy for
terrorism in Afghanistan, and one for
Pakistay/eastem border,” a foreign

ministry official said.

India weuld do everything needed to
ensure that levels of infiltration were
restricted and there was no question of
agreeing to a pullback of troops now.

Ms Rocca also met foreign secre-
tary-designate Mr Kanwal Sibal and
Mr Satinder Lambah, India’s special
envoy to Afghanistan, to discuss
reconstruction efforts in that country,
and called on Mr Jaswant Singh.

She didn’t meet Mr @ eorge
Fernandes and national security advi-
ser Mr Brajesh Mishra, but was sche-

duled to meet Mrs Sonia Gandhi. Ms Rocca lea
The US emissary was told thMmorrow.
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Rocca tolch
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Pakistan “was pulling the over US

eyes,” and deceiving them in their
“support” in the global anti-terrorism
effort. Confirmed that tensions bet-
ween India and Pakistan were high, fo-
reign ministry spokesperson Mrs Niru-
pama Rao said: “There is an absence of
dialogue between'the two countries”.
Combined with “a lack of response”
from Pakistan on key Indian demands,
articulated after the attack on
Parliament, it was difficult to hope for
a reduction in tensions, she said. The
responsibility now lies with Pakistan.
for Islamabad
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ease pressure on

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News Network
WASHINGTON: American forces and

) Indian troops are conduct-
ing joint exercises in Agra
this week for the first time
in nearly half-a-century. At
the same time, the US.
administration is sending a
key official to New Delhi
to counsel restraint to
India vis-a-vis Pakistan.

ki ] What’s cooking?

(IRl It’s the long-term, short-
term outlook, that’s what. In the short-term,
the Bush administration is leaning on India
not to take any precipitate steps against
Pakistan for its failure to curb cross-border
terrorism, fearing such a clash will upset its
own international war on terrorism, not to
speak of sparking off the nightmare scenario
of a sub-continental nuclear war.

At the same time, Washington is sending
ample signals that in the long-term it banks
on India as a regional partner by publicly
showcasing joint exercises, arms sales, and a
heavy diplomatic and economic agenda.

Short-term is what brings US. assistant
secretary of state Christina Rocca to New
Delhi on Tuesday amidst red flags in the U.S.
intelligence community about India crank-
ing up its war machine, already in a state of
readiness for several weeks now. The read-
ing in Washington is that the snows in
Kashmir have melted but there appears to
be no decline in the infiltration of terrorists
from across the border, an ominous devel-
opment that could force India’s hand.

Pakistan has thrown up its hands and said it
is virtually impossible to stop the infiltration
given the terrain, arguing that even the US.
with all its sophisticated border monitoring
technology is unable to stop illegal crossovers
from Mexico. To compound matters,
Islamabad has also declared that it is unable
to commit more troops to a joint action with

Pak

US. forces against Al Qaida fugitives in its
tribal territories to the west because of Indian
pressure on the eastern flank.

The Rocca mission is evidently aimed at
persuading India to ease the pressure on
Pakistan, after getting Islamabad to comumit
to some specific action to address New
Delbi’s demands. One of the steps is to bring
charges against, if not hand over, some of the
20 fugitives India says Pakistan is harbour-
ing. Although commentators have invoked
the nuclear nightmare, some diplomats say
such fears are probably being overstated.

“Remember Gates mission? It sounds like
a throwback to that episode,” one Indian
diplomat remarked, recalling 1990 event in
which Washington dispatched its then
deputy national security adviser Robert
Gates to the region, ostensibly to ward off an
imminent nuclear war.

Some accounts of that episode even spoke
of Pakistani fighter planes armed with
nuclear weapons ready to go, but the US.
claim was subsequently rubbished by both
Indian and Pakistani officials in positions of
responsibility at that time. But Washington
wants to take no chances even at the risk of
being dubbed alarmist given the fragile situ-
ation in Pakistan. The U.S. now sees the situ-
ation in Pakistan spinning out of control
because of the rapidly diminishing stature of
Gen Musharraf and the upsurge in terrorist
activity within that country.

Some accounts speak of a virtual civil war
situation in Pakistan’s tribal provinces with
growing protests against the U.S. operations
in the region. In some cases, US. forces have
been attacked. The U.S. leverage has been
further diluted because of an almost total
withdrawal of its diplomatic corps from
Pakistan in the aftermath of the terrorist
attacks aimed at westerners. ¥he administra-
tion is now desperately hunting for a
replacement for ambassador Wendy
Chamberlain, who is vacating the post
because of the danger to her family.

‘Pak army planned N-attack in *99’

LONDON: The Pakistani army had
mobilised its nuclear arsenal against India
during the Kargil conflict in 1999 without
the knowledge of then Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, The Sunday Times reported
on Monday, quoting a senior White House
adviser at that time.

In a paper to be published shortly by the
University of Pennsylvania, Bruce Riedel,
who was a senior adviser to then US.
President Bill Clinton on India and
Pakistan, recalls how the President was told
that he faced the most important foreign
policy meeting of his career.

«There was disturbing information about
Pakistan preparing its nuclear arsenal,” Mr
Riedel writes. According to the report, Mr
Riedel and other aides feared that India
and Pakistan were heading for a “deadly
descent into a full-scale conflict, with a dan-
ger of nuclear cataclysm”.

They were also concerned about Osama
bin Laden’s growing influence in the
region.

Intelligence experts had told Mr Riedel
that the flight times of missiles fired by
either side would be as little as three min-
utes and that “a Pakistani strike on just one
Indian city, Mumbai, would kill between
150,000 and 850,000 alone™.

Mr Riedel, the newspaper said, told Mr
Clinton not to reveal his intelligence in the
opening talks with Mr Sharif, in which the
President handed the premier a cartoon
that showed Pakistan and India firing
nuclear missiles at one another.

But in a second discussion, at which Mr
Riedel was the only other person present,
“Mr Clinton asked Mr Sharif if he knew
how advanced the threat of nuclear war

really was, Did Mr Sharif know his milit
was preparing its missiles?” he M
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Delhi junks

Ay \

FROM PRANAY SHARMA |

New Delhi, May 14: India today
told the US that its troops will re-
main deployed along the border
with Pakistan, hardening its po-
sition after the morning attack
in Jammu on the families of
army personnel.

US assistant secretary of
state Christina Rocca, who is in
Delhi, was told in no uncertain
terms that the onus of reducing
tension in the region is directly
linked with Islamabad’s sinceri-
ty in reining in jihadis operating
from its soil.

Delhi believes that it is
through cross-border terrorism
that Pakistan perpetrates vio-
lence in Jammu and Kashmir
and the Pervez Musharraf re-
gime in Islamabad is doing noth-
ing to give up its hostile policy to-
wards India.

Rocca, who is here to urge
India not to break its restraint,
was told that it is not India but
Pakistan to whom she should de-
liver her message. It was also
made clear to her that the heavy
deployment of troops along the
western border was done with
“certain objectives in mind” and
so far those objectives have not
been fulfilled.

It is clear that India has re-
fused to accept any suggestions
for withdrawing troops and re-
turning to the dialogue table
with Pakistan. India would like
Islamabad to take “urgent, sin-
cere and visible” steps to stop
cross-border terrorism before it
can even think of a dialogue.

Rocca is scheduled to leave
tomorrow for Islamabad, where
she is expected to have similar
dialogues with the Pakistani
leadership over steps that could
bring down the temperature in
-volatile South Asia.

Delhi’s concerns about Islam-
abad were strengthened by tod-
ay’s terrorist attack in Jammu in
which more than 30 people were
killed. Rocca described it as
“parbaric”. Later in the evening,
British foreign secretary Jack
Straw called up foreign minister

Jaswant Singh to condemn the
attack and convey his condo-
lences to the families of the vic-
tims.

During the day, Rocca met
Singh and national security ad-
viser Brajesh Mishra. Later, she
also called on leader of Opposi-
tion Sonia Gandhi. But her main
interactions were with officials
like Jayant Prasad, joint secre-
tary (Americas), and Arun
Singh, joint secretary (Iran-Pak-
istan-Afghanistan) in the foreign
ministry. She also held consulta-
tions with India’s special envoy
on Afghanistan Sati Lambah
and foreign secretary-designate
Kanwal Sibal.

Earlier, she delivered a lec-
ture at the Confederation of In-
dian Industry on “Transforming
US-India Relations” where she
drew a general outline of the in-
teractions between the two coun-
tries in the last three years at all
levels. “The US-India relation-
ship is entering an exciting
phase, a period of transforma-
tion which, if properly man-
aged, can bring great benefits to
both our countries,” Rocca said.

Foreign ministry spokesper-
son Nirupama Rao said the
meetings that Rocca had with
the Indian leadership were “de-
tailed, in-depth and mutually
satisfying”. She added that bilat-
eral and international issues
were discussed and India’s as-
sessment over “some of the re-
gional developments and its con-
cerns were conveyed in ample
measures”.

Rao pointed out that India
has always advocated peace and
stability in the region. “But after
the terrorist attack on Parlia-
ment in December 13, we made
certain demands of Pakistan.
The US is fully cognisant of th-
em and fully understands these
legitimate demands,” she said.

Rao said the key to peace in
the region lies with Pakistan.
“The Musharraf regime has to
take steps to change the climate
of mistrust. Unless that is done
there can be no dialogue be-
tween the two sides,” she said.

Rocca restraint sermon

Christina Rocca at a luncheon meeting in New Delhi. (Reuters)
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New Delhi, May 14: The kill-
ings in Jammu sent shockwayes
across political lines. The Con-
gress condemned the terrqrist
attack in Jammu, saying -this
was another illustration - of
“Pakistan-sponsored atrogity”
and urged the Vajpayee régime
to do “everything possible’s to
prevent recurrence of such efs.

CPM leader Somnath Ghat-
terjee, however, took a dig atthe
government, wondering thé effi-
cacy of the newly passed Bill
against terrorism. “This govern-
ment has completely failéd in
protecting the people. What was
the point of bringing the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act if ‘inci-
dents like this continue?”

Congress spokesman Jaipal
Reddy said: “The attack is part of
Pakistan’s strategy to internati-
onalise the Kashmir issue.” He
said the attack had assumed a
new dimension as terrorists had
not even spared family members
of army jawans.

Unlike the CPM, the Congre-
ss refrained from attacking the
Vajpayee regime. Asked who is
to be blamed for the incident,
Reddy said it was not the time to
indulge in a blame game, but
added: “We do expect the Centre
to do everything at its command
to prevent recurrence of such
ghastly acts.” .

Reddy said the government
should consult all parties and
come out with a “comprehernisive
strategy” to tackle terrorism.

The Congress spokesman,
however, admitted that the gov-
ernment should have been more
alert when US assistant sec-

retary of state Christina Rogea
was visiting India. /
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USrushes ,
Rocea after
India threat

Pramit Pal Chaudhuri
New Delhi, May 11

OVER THE past six weeks India
has quietly signalled to the US
and other Western Governmguts

limited military action against
Pakistan if there is no drop in
the infiltration of terrorlsts into
Kashmir.

This led the US to decide on
Thursday to rush US Assistant
Secretary of State for South
Asia, Christina Rocea, to visit In-
dia and Pakistan next week.

Sources say India has hinted it
is contemplating assaults on the
mountain passes on the Pakistan
side of the LoC used by infiltra-
tors or even airstrikes on terror-
ist camps in PoK. "The message
was difficult not to miss,” said a
Western d1p10mat Observers
say India is possibly using the
military threat as a negotiating
ploy but say the international
community has no choice but to
treat it seriously.

The decision to send Rocca fol-
lowed some last-minute attempts
to salvage a compromise by key
Western diplomats. The US Am-
bassador to India, Robert Black-
will, met Home Minister LK Ad-
vani earlier this week to express
US concerns. Blackwill urged

rNew Delhi protests

THE INDIAN Foreign Office
has reacted strongly to
Christina Rocca’s remarks
made in an interview to the
Islamabad-based newspaper,
The Nation. MEA sources
said India is not expected to
make any concession in the
short term on its demand
that the Musharraf regime
turn over the 20 wanted
criminals and show proof of
its commitment to end the ex-
port of terror to J&K.

HTC, New Delhi

L

Advani to be "patient” and prom-
ised action on the list of 20 want-
ed terrorists that India has hand-
ed over to Pakistan, The minis-
ter said he was "cynical" about

. such promises by the US. Advani
that it Is prepared to consider

argued the US was not applying
enough pressure on Pakistan.

Blackwill held similar ex-
changes with National Security
Advisor Brajesh Mishra and For-
eign Minister Jaswant Singh on
Friday.

Rocca will fly into rough
weather when she arrives in In-
dia for a three-day visit that be-
gms on Tuesday next week. She
is expected to argue that General
Pervez Musharraf is politically
{00 weak to enforce a ban on in-
filtration and lacks sufficient
control over the ISI to do so. The
US is hoping to broker a face-sav-
ing deal under which four or five
people on the list of 20 are hand-
ed over to India while the issue of
infiltration is put on hold.

India is expected to refuse to
limit its military options so long
as terrorist infiltration this year
remains at previous levels.
Sources say New Delhi will in-
form Rocca that infiltration is
"non-negotiable". However, India
is prepared to be flexible about
the list of 20 terrorists.

Analysts say India's hardline
on infiltration means the US
compromise formula is dead
even before Rocca's arrival. In-
dia will stress to Rocca that the
subcontinent is not West Asia
and that the US should not be-
lieve it has-a role here as a diplo-
matic broker.

Preliminary assessments by
the Indian authorities indicate
the level of infiltration has not
fallen. Officials dismiss recent
comments by US Deputy Secre-
tary of State Richard Armitage
that infiltration seemed to have
fallen as being based on "out of
date" information. New Delhi has
also noted that terrorists are con-
gregating at camps in PoK — the
first step towards inﬁltration./
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Indo-US aé(fence cooperation

ENERAL S. Padman-
abhan, Chief of the
Anny Staff, was on a
week:

United States at the i

US counterpart. It took place inthe

context of expanding defence cooper-'

ation with the US, the beginning of

which could be traced back to the pro- ; -

posals made by General Kirk- Leitet
of the Central Command of the USin
1990. Though the then Defence Min-
ister, Sharad Pawar, visited the US in
the early 90s following a visit by the US
Defence Secretary during the admin-
istration of Bush Senior, operational
consultations and substantive defence
collaboration had not occurred.

Given the BIP’s traditional pro-
US orientation in foreign policy, some

beginnings in defence cooperation
were made immediately after Vaj-
payee came to power. But they went
off into a negative spin in conse-
quence of India’s nuclear weapon

tests in May 1998, Political relations

became brittle and proposals for de-
fence cooperation went on hold with
the imposition of US economic and
technological sanctions against India.
However, prolonged discussions be-
tween External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh and Deputy Secretary
of State Strobe Talbot between late-
1998 and earty-2000 removed misun-
derstandings to a great extent. Presi-
dent Clinton’s support to India’s
paosition on the Line of Control dur-
ing Kargil and his advice to the Nawaz
Sharif government to pull back from
the LoCwere a positive watershed in
Indo-US relations. Clinton’s visit to
India in March 2000 further im-
proved India’s relations with the US.
Prime Minister Vajpayee’s discus-
sions with President Clinton in Sep-
tember 2000 and the discussions be-
tween Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh and National Security Advisor
Brajesh Mishra and their counter-
parts in the Bush administration be-
tween November 2000 and March
2001 laid the foundations of the cur-
| rentphase of Indo-US defence coop-
eration, The military coup in Pakistan,
incremental threats of international
terrorism and, most importantly, the
terrorist bombing inside the US on

» tlonstﬁlremam.

 details of the mulfh-8-""

September 11,2001, are factorswhich
have contributed to an expansion of
Indo-US cooperation. The rationale
‘of this phenomenon is the broad con-
vergence of interests and consensus
onthese issues between India and the

US. The Bush admmxstrahon is less’

didacticarid intrusive onnon-prolifer-
ation isswes, compared to the Clinton
administration.  This
has also helped reduce
mutual tensions on the
issue though differ-
ences on non-prolifera-

Tt would be pertl-_“u
nent to mention' the %~

Feitch, Under Secretary for Defence
Policyin the Department of Defence
and the Indian side by Defence Sec-
retary Yogendra Narain. Its first

meeting took place after the USre- .

moved sanctions against India on

~ September221ast.

The next meeting of the Group is
scheduled to be held in Washington

Arrangements for co-
operation between the
armed forces of the two
countries have also
been institutionalised.
Joint executive steering
groups between the
ammy, havy and air

ceted defence eb-op- . forces of the two coun-
eration that i§ ﬁvolvmg 1. N. DixiT tries have been created
between Indiaand the - S - (a separate steering

- The'US defence invelvement with Indla has
broader political and strategic objectives in
_dealing with power equations in the Asian

region and the Indian Ocean

on May 21 and 22.-

US. Defence Secretaries William
Pemry and Dick Cheney of previous
agministrations had interacted with
their Indian counterparts during the
eighties and the nineties. Visits and
exchange of views between senior
. military commanders of India and
the US had commenced in 1992.
Joint consultative meghanisms on de-
fence policy and security issues have
been established since 1992. Barring
the ambiguities and drifts between
1995 and 1998, these mechanisms

have not only stabilised themselves”

institutionally but have increased
-their scope of consultations. A joint
experts group on countering terror-
ism has been in existence since the
end of 1999. Its terms of reference
and responsibilities have gained in
substance and have expanded since
the US launched its campaign against
cross-border terrorism and the Al-
Qaeda. The Indo-US Defence Policy
Group is now fully functional to dis-
cuss proposals of cooperation and for

implementing them at the policy
leval Mha TTQ cida ic lad hw Danglas

NOIAN EXPREL.

group for each branch of the armed
forces). These steering committess
have met over the last four months:
The chairman of the joint chiefs‘,ﬁ
staff of the US, General Richard

ers, visited India earlier thisyear.’ 'ﬂxe:

chiefofthe US Army, Generat Henry
Shelton, and the Commander in
Chief, Pacific, Admiral Dennis Blair,
have visited India. The US Defence
Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, visited
Indja in November, soon after the US
launched its military’ campaign in
Afghanistan. Our Defence Minister
George Fernandes was in Washing-
ton early this year to continue the in-
teraction on defence and security
matters, The US Navy participated in
the International seminar ‘Bridges of
Friendship’ organisated by the Indian
Navy in Mumbai in February 2001. It
was the first time the US Navy partici-
pated in a Fleet Review organised by
the Indian Navy,

There is now an Indo-US agree-
ment on cooperation between the
navies of the two countries to secure
maritime trade routes between the

Suez and Straits of Malacca. Joint

training exercises were held by the

two navies as recently as in March.

An increasing number of officers
from the Indian armed forces are
proceeding for training in military in-
stitutions in the US asis the case with
officers of the US armed forces who
come to the National Defence Col-
lege, New Dethi, and the Defence
Services Staff College at Wellington.
in South India. Cooperation in mili-
tary training projects is expected to
double under the IMET programme
ofthe US in the coming year.

This pattern of cooperation be-
tween India and the strongest mili-
tary and technological power in the
world adds an important strategic
dimension to India’s foreign and de-
fence policies. That Indo-US de-
fence cooperation is increasing on a
long-term basis, despite continuous
positive involvement of the US with
the Musharraf government in Pak-
istan, is significant. It is clear that
while US-Pak cooperation is predi-
cated on the objectives of containing
Islamic extremist violence, the US's
defence involvement-with India has
broader political and strategic objec-

-tives in dealing with power equa-

tions in the Asian region and the In-
dian Ocean. Future structuring of
India’s defence cooperation policies
with the US has to take place in the
context of the expanded military
presence of the US from Turkey,
Georgia, and Azerbaijan in the
north to the Philippines in South
East Asia. This includes US military
presence in Afghanistan, Uzbek-
istan, Pakistan and the offer of mili-
tary facilities to the US by India and
Bangladesh.

Our defence relationship with the
US hasalso to be nuanced in terms of
our substantive defence cooperation
relationship with the Russian Federa-
tion and our general political rela-
tions with China. While there is no
basic conflict of security interests be-
tween the US and India, one cannot
wish away some differences of ap-
proach in the details. For instance,

the importance of India’s relations i

with Iran or on the issues of arms con
trol and disarmament. 7



U.S. panel wants goyernment

By Chidanand Rajghatta \

.\
Times News Network C\\’

WASHINGTON: Expressing concern over the riots
in Gujarat, a blue ribbon U.S. panel that examines
issues of religious freedom has urged the Bush admin-
istration to lean on the Indian government to resolve
contentious domestic issues like the Ayodhya dispute.
In its annual report for 2002 released on Monday,
the United States Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF), which is a statutory
non-governmental body, said it has observed with
great concern the communal rioting between Muslims
and Hindus in India since February 2002 that has
claimed more than 800 lives, “primarily Muslims.”
The commission urged the US. government to press
Indian authorities to exercise their power to halt the
atrocities and violence, bring perpetrators to justice,
and do more to root out the causes of religious intol-
erance, especially by resolving the impasse over the
Babri mosque in Ayodhya destroyed in 1992 by Hindu
nationalists who are vowing to construct a Hindu tem-
ple on the site.”
i in its report last year, the commission

e overali secular nature of the Indian republic.

resolve Ayodhya %ispute

Following the carnage in Gujarat, India also had the
ignominy of being placed with Pakistan as countries
that needed closer monitoring over issues of religious
freedom despite the fundamental differences in the
basis on which the two countries were founded.

The report from the blue ribbon panel, with NGOs
and think tank luminaries in it, is different from the
State Department’s annual report every fall naming
“countries of particular concern” on issues of religious
freedom. This panel in fact criticised the administra-
tion for failing to take action on countries for egre-
gious violation of religious freedom because of for-
eign policy considerations.

For three years, five countries Myanmar, China, Iran,
Iraq and Sudan have been cited by the administration
for violation of religious freedom but no extra sanc-
tions were placed on them beyond earlier U.S. policies,
the new report said. It asked the State Department to
designate Saudi Arabia and Turkmenistan as the worst
violators and to monitor India, Pakistan, Uzbekistan
and Vietnam more closely.

Evidently, the panel is not empowered to examine
religious freedom issyés within the United States
itself. Minority grou
administration of
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U S. panel concerhed
ujarat violence

" over

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 7. The United
States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom has
said that it continues to remain
“very concerned’’ about the vio-
lence in Gujarat.

“We remain very concerned
about it and we continue to
urge the U.S. Government to ac-
tually work with the Indian Gov-
ernment to take steps to stop
the violence,” the Commission
Chairman, Michael Young, said
at a news conference at the Na-
tional Press Club here on Mon-
day.

“We have done more than
just express concern” about the
goings-on in Gujarat, Mr. Young
said and made the point that in
March the Commission had is-
sued a statement not only tak-
ing note with “great concern”
the Gujarat violence but also
urging the U.S. to help India
foster a “climate of religious tol-
erance’’.

The panel, a statutory body
that advises Congress and the
President, has noted in its an-

‘nual report for 2002 that the
communal rioting between
Hindus and Muslims in Gujarat
has taken a toll of more than 800
lives and that the victims are
“primarily Muslims”’.

“The Commissiori continues
to urge the U.S. Government to
press Indian authorities to exer-
cise their power to halt the
atrocities and violence and
bring the perpetrators to justice,
and do more to root out the
causes of religious intolerance,
especially by resolving the im-
passe over the Babri mosque in
Ayodhya destroyed in 1992 by
Hindu nationalists who are
vowing to construct a Hindu
temple on the site,” the report
said.

The Commission focussed on
India “in the light of the in-

crease in recent years of severe
violence against religious mi-
norities in that country — Mus-
lims, Christians and Sikhs
nationwide and Hindus in Trip-
ura State.”

The Commission also took
note of the fact that it was yet to
receive an invitation from the
Government of India; and the
point was being made that i
would have to be invited. It dis-
puted a State Department re-
port that said that an invitation
had been received and said this
was “simply incorrect”.

“Notwithstanding requests
that have been made since the
fall of 2000, the Commission has
yet to receive an official invita-
tion from the Government of
India”, the report said.

“There are only two countries
where the Commission has
been barred from coming. One
is China, the other is India. They
are different types of (political}
systems and it is a little bother-
ing,” remarked Ambassador
Shirin Tahir-Kheli, one of the
members of the Commission.
The bottom line argument is
that governments cannot “pick
and choose” who among the
Commission members can visit.

The Commission, which has
sent its report to the President,
the Secretary of State, the
Speaker of the House and Presi-
dent Pro Tempore of the Senate,
has criticised the manner in
which the State Department
goes about its annual reporting
on international religious free-
dom, one of which being the
narrow view of actions taken to
promote religious freedom.

“In countries such as India,
Georgia and Nigeria where
there is substantial connection

between religious freedom vio-
lations and inadequate or abu-
sive law enforcement, lack of
rule of law and ineffective judi-
cial process, the reports (of the
State Department) do not de-
scribe in any detail U.S. policies
and actions with respect to
these deficiencies.”

The panel urged the State De-
partment to use the full range of
available policy tools to take ad-
ditional action against coun-
tries that may be designated as
Countries of Particular Concern
(CPCs). :

“The State  Department
should monitor closely religious
freedom in India, Pakistan, Uz-
bekistan and Vietnam and re-
spond vigourously to further
violations there that may merit
CPC designation at any time
throughout the year,” the Com-
mission said.

/



‘Indo-U .S.

By Our Specnal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 3. India today
took note of the interview given
to The Hindu by the National
Security Adviser to the United
States President, Condoleezza
Rice, and said that her views
showed that the India-U.S. bi-
lateral relationship was on the
“‘right track”.

The views expressed by Dr.
Rice reflected the warmth in the
ties between New Delhi and
Washington, said sources in the
Ministry of External Affairs.

Dr. Rice's prompting to India
to give “diplomacy the prima-
cy” in its ties with Pakistan was
seen here as reflecting the
stated position of the United
States.

“We are very much aware of
the American position,” said
the sources in an informal reac-

tles on rlght

tion to her position that atHE
stage when the entire world was
engaged in the fight against ter-
rorism, ‘it would serve no one
for India and Pakistan to come
to military blows”.

In line with our
thinking, says Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 3. Pakistan to-
day welcomed the remarks
made by the U.S. National Secu-
rity Adviser, Condoleezza Rice,
that India should resume the
dialogue with Pakistan and
work to reduce border tension.

Responding to the observa-
tions made by Dr. Rice in the
course of an exclusive interview

track’

Ahmed lgan, said that her re-
marks fwere in line with the
thinking of Islamabad.

“We have repeatedly been
saying that there should be a
dialogue to resolve all outstand-
ing issues between the two
countries. We are ready for talks
any time. “For commencement
of a dialogue, India should with-
draw its forces on the border.
Pakistan believes that New Del-
hi and Islamabad can pick up
the threads from where we left
at Agra,” Mr. Khan said.

In her observations Dr. Rice |
had said that “‘there is a sense in |
which as the Pakistanis have
tried to be responsive — and
they have tried to be responsive, i

|
\

we do believe they are doing |
some things — that it would be
good for India to take some

to The Hindu, the Pakistan For-  steps too.”
eign Office Spokesman, Aziz PPP reaction: Page 11 |
T
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y A BALANCING ACT 1"\

THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION seems deter-
mined to strike a sense of balance while seeking
to engage India without alienating Pakistan dur-
ing the ongoing American campaign against the
politics of terrorism on the wider international
stage. This and other highly nuanced aspects of

America’s present worldview, whose focal point-

is the globalised anti-terror campaign, have
been outlined with much clarity and candour by
the U.S. National Security Adviser, Condoleezza
Rice, in an exclusive interview to this newspaper.
Categorical indeed is the position adopted by Dr.
Rice that the U.S., which is “working very closely
with Pakistan” about an “anti-terrorism agenda”
with a global sweep, “want(s) to work very close-
ly with India” too. Amply clear are the circum-
stances in which Pakistan emerged as a critical
ally of the U.S. in its coalition against terror in
the context of the terrorist outrage that shook
America and the world last September. Now, in
Dr. Rice’s view, Washington’s eagerness to “work
very closely” with New Delhi, no less, is an-
chored to a specific reasoning. The U.S,, accord-
ing to her, is alive to the possibility of “a larger
future with India that will be very well served by
the work (the two countries) do together in the
anti-terrorism campaign”. A formulation of this
magnitude does not at all imply any suggestion
of a zero-sum American game in the India-Pakis-
tan context. More significantly, there is nothing
in Dr. Rice’s emphatic comments to indicate any
intention on the part of the U.S. at this stage to
make a definitive intervention of the diplomatic
kind in respect of the issues of contention be-
tween India and Pakistan. By saying that the U.S.
has “tried not to be so involved in the details” as
to resolve the running feud between New Delhi
and Islamabad over India’s list of 20 identified
terrorists and criminals, the top-ranking Amer-
ican policy-maker has clearly underlined Wash-
ington’ iety to maintain a degree of balance
and fair play as regards the two estranged South
Asjan neighbours.

It is entirely reasonable that Dr. Rjce should
have called for a sustained military régtraint by
New Delhi in its confrontation with Islamabad.
No strenuous argument is required to recognise
that such a policy will be in India’s own enlight-
ened self-interest as well. Moreover, no contra-
diction exists between the insistgnce by Dr. Rice
that New Delhi should bear "responsibilities” of
this order and her own robust appreciation of
India’s overall demeanour in the context of the
terrorist strike against its Parliament House last

-December. Considerations of realpolitik too de-

mand that the Bush-administration’s transparent
passion for a balanced view of the compounded
India-Pakistan rift must be read in terms of
America’s worldwide anti-terror agenda. Not sur-
prisingly, therefore, the U.S. National Security
Adviser is eager to emphasise the proposition
that “it would serve no one for India and Pakistan
to come to military blows” when Washington
“need(s) time to work the anti-terrorism
agenda”. '
Washington'’s current priorities in regard to Is-
lamabad include the suggestion that “the legiti-
mate concern of India over cross-border
terrorism has to be addressed by (President)
Musharraf”. The U.S. has told Pakistan that the
organisations which “associate themselves with
the Kashmiri cause” really “need to be put out of
business” because “no cause can be served by
terrorism”. These ideas reveal a vigorous degree
of American pressure on Pakistan. However, a
measure of symmetry can be seen in Washing-
ton’s policy of urging New Delhi “to give diplo-
macy the primacy” on matters concerning
Islamabad and “to begin dialogue over the issues
that are at (the) root cause” of the India-Pakistan
tensions. Now, the India-Pakistan landscape cer-
tainly falls within America’s glasshouse vision of
the global scene. It is no less obvious, however,
that Washington addresses each of its many con-
cerns, be it Iraq or the Israel-Palestinian war, as
almost a unique case. J :




" India asks USA
“for aircraft

spare parts

NEW DELHI, April 28. — With
the Navy still waiting for spares
for the Harrier aircraft and the
Sea King helicopters, India has
“approached” the USA through
its embassy in Washington in this
regard.

Though the Harrier and the
Sea King are made by the Brit-
ish, they have some US-made
gadgets. Replacements for these
gadgets, defence officials said,
have not been forthcoming for
nearly two years. The Union de-
fence minister, Mr George Fer-
nandes, has also spoken about
the problem.

“We have taken up the issue
with the USA through our em-
bassy in Washington. It is next
on our list of requirements after
the weapon-locating radar. We
expect a positive response in a
month,” a defence ministry offi-
cial said.

. The situation, one official
said, is even more intriguing as
the USA has promised to pro-
vide the spare parts. At present,
only about a third of the planes
and helicopters are operational.
The Navy has around 20 planes

l\

and helicopters of both kinys.
Some of the parts went to Brit-
ain for repairs about two years
ago, and they are still there, he
said. These include gear boxes
and fuel gauges, which India
tried to develop but did not suc-
ceed.

Now that the USA has the
weapon-locating radar, officials
said this problem “can aiso be
sorted out”.

The parts are made by private

manufacturers. As the Sea King
is an old model, it is difficult to
get spares and even defence
ministry officials admit that the
Sea King delays is not the best
example of the current relations
between India and the USA.
The problems have been descri-
bed as “bureaucratic”.

The Harrier and the Sea King
are very important for the Navy
— the former being the only
fighter aircraft the Navy has that
can take off from an aircraft car-
rier and provide air-defence for
ships. The Sea King is used in
anti-submarine warfare.

With the deployment of
troops on the Indo-Pak border
and all the services on alert, the

operational - situation can bg a
worry, officials said. /
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India, U.S. ink $146 m. radar’deal

By Chidanand Raighatlf\ %
Times News Network : y\'

HINGTON: India has con-
clulied a landmark defence deal
with the US. for the purchase of
eight gun-locating radars valued at
$146 million in what both sides say
presages’ a growing military rela-
tionship between the two coun-
tries.

The agreement was clinched on
Wednesday following successful
talks between India’s newly-estab-
lished security cooperation group
(SCG), led by special secretary in
the  ministry of defence Ajai
Vikram Singh, with officials of the
Pentagon’s defence security coop-
eration agency (DSCA). The US.-
specific SCG has been formed to
expedite the purchase of dozens of
items worth nearly a billion dollars
that New Delhi has sought from
Washington. '

According to officials, the other
items on the list are in various
stages of clearance. The gun-locat-
ing radar, known as the AN\TPQ-
37 fire-locating radar, has been

considered a priority item since its
absence was acutely felt by Indian
troops during the Kargil battle.

Under the terms of the deal, the
U.S. will supply eight counter-bat-
tery AN\TPQ-37 Firefinder radar
systems along with advanced com-

THE FIREFINDER

munications and support equip-
ment, training and logistics servic-
es. The radar sets are designed to
pinpoint long-range mortars,
artillery and rocket-launchers after

- tracking a shell for only a few sec-

onds. The system then relays pre-

cise information for counter-fire,
tracking, correcting and improving
the counter-barrage even as it is |
under way.

Pakistan ajready has the equip-
ment and the Indian bid to buy the
radar has beén approved relatively
quickly because it is considered a
force-equaliser. But other items on
the Indian wish-list will have to go
through a more protracted process,
given the current tension in the
region.

The US. legislation previously
allowed small items of up to $14
million in value to be approved
automatically by the department of
defence while all larger items had
to go through an inter-agency
process. But lately, the Bush
administration is said to be putting
everything through the inter-
agency process, resulting in pro-
curement delays New Delhi had
not anticipated. The two sides dis-
cussed the interpretation of the
legislation at this week’s talks and
are expected to continue the exe
cise in the coming weeks. /

i
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By Sandeep Dikshit } D‘

NEW DELHI, APRIL 18. India today signed
the first major weapons deal with the
United States in more than three
decades.

The $146-million government-to-
government pact for purchasing eight
weapon locating radars (WLRs) was
signed by a visiting Defence Ministry
delegation in Washington.

The finalisation of the deal comes

days before the Chief of Army Staff, Gen.

S. Padmanabhan, is due to visit the U.S.
The WLR was cited as a critical

requirement for the Army by the high-

level Kargil War Review Committee.
“This sale will contribute to the

ndia seals maj

foreign poth nd national security
interests of the U.S. by helping to
improve the security of a country that
has been and continues to be a force for
political stability and economic progress
in South Asia,” said a U.S. Defence
Department statement.

The sale of the Thales-Raytheon
manufactured WLRs is a watershed in
Indo-U.S. military ties that picked up
momentum after the September 11
terrorist strikes.

It also marks the entry of the U.S.
military industrial complex in the Indian
market which has so far been dominated
by the Russian and European
companies. The deal also opens the
doors for more sale of American

)

or arms deal with

Us.

weaponry to India, which has submitted
a ‘shopping list’ of 21 systems.

The acquisition of eight counter-
battery ANTPQ-37 “Firefinder” radar
systems fills a crucial gap in India’s
defence systems.

~ The radars can track a fired shell
within seconds and pinpoint the precise
location of the artillery from which it
has been launched.

Raytheon'’s “Firefinder” beat back the
spirited competition by Russians, the
Ukrainians and the Swedish as well as
several attempts at disinformation.

Gen. Padmanabhan is expected to
interact with senior Pentagon members
and Army officials during his week-long
stay in the U.S.
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/ Pak list in US

W
F ROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, April 10: India
today sought America’s help in
getting the 20 criminals and ter-
| rorists it wants extradited from
. Pakistan. The move is being seen
as an attempt to make Washing-
ton exert pressure on Islamabad
to lower South Asia’s volatile
temperature and normalise rela-
_tions between the estranged
neighbours.
© Delhi also wanted access for
| its intelligence agencies to the al
Qaida and Taliban activists cap-
tured by American troops in
Afghanistan.
: Aided with video clips of the
1C-814 hijacking, CBI director
P.C. Sharma asked visiting US
assistant secretary of state Chri-
stina Rocca to help Delhi get mo-
re information about those in-
volved in the 1999 airbus snatch.
The two countries agreed to
set up a politico-military dia-
logue to broadbase their interac-
tions and co-operate on security
and terrorism related issues.
The tirst meeting of the new

Christina Rocca

body will be held in Delhi on
April 30.

The US assistant secretary of
state for politico-military af-
fairs, Link Bloomfield, has been
invited for talks with his Indian
counterpart, Jayant Prasad,
joint secretary (Americas) in the
foreign ministry. The proposed
dialogue would not only give the
required political content to the
military-to-military contact the
two sides have started, but also
encompass areas like technoio-
gy transfer, cyber terrorism, re-

cogrt L/

gional securlty, non-prolifera-
tion and arms control.

Rocca, who also held talks
with foreign minister Jaswant
Singh and foreign secretary
Chokila Iyer, said Washington
was concerned about the situr
tion on the India-Pakistan *
der. “Any time you h» wo
armies so close to es i1 other.
things can goout  nand,” she
said, referring to the “spark fac-

tor” to describe the tense situa-

tion in the region.

We are con- |

cerned about this.” Washington. :

she added, was keen to seo the
neighbours resume taiks.

Asked how India coul: re
turn to the negotiating table

when infiltration across the Line
of Control has gone up, Rocca !

said: “I am not aware of the fig-
ures, but even for this you need
totalkto each other.”

She also made it clear that
Washington did not want to pass
ajudgment on the referendum in
Pakistan by which Pervez
Musharraf hopes t
elected Preside
five years.

TNE TE L EGRAm.
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India, qu should revive talks: Roc\:a/

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, APRIL 10. Concemed
about the military tension
along the Indo-Pak. border, a
senior U.S. official today
advocated the early revival of
tatks between the two
countries. Addressing a press
conference at the end of her
two-day visit to India, the U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State,
Christina Rocca, said that with
the massing of fully mobilised
troops on both sides of the
border, the “sparking” of an
accidental war between the two
countries could not be ruled
out.

Asked to comment on U.S.
efforts to de-escalate border
- tensions, Ms. Rocca clarified
that without taking on a
“mediation”’ role, the U.S.
would continue to remain
“closely engaged” with both
countries. The U.S. was
“carefully” monitoring the
situation along the borders.

Reiterating her country’s
commitment to keep Indo-Pak.
tensions contained, she said
that Washington would “urge
some dialogue to defuse the
situation and bring stability in
South Asja.” She, however,’

The External Affairs Minister, Jaswant Singh, with the U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian Affairs,
Christina Rocca, at his South Block office in New Delhi on
Wednesday.— PT!

declined to comment on
whether or not an Indo-Pak.
dialogue should precede a
pullback of forces from the
border. On the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf’s
assertion of possible use of
nuclear weapons against India
as a last resort, Ms. Rocca

stressed that the U.S. was
urging both countries to
“moderate” their rhetoric. To a
question on the wider negative

fallout of the riots in Gujarat in

the Islamic world, she hoped
that “peace and stability”
would return after the
“horrible” events that were

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, APRIL 10. India has
sought the help of the United
States “to do all it can do to
get the 20 wanted criminals
and terrorists from Pakistan.”

A request to this effect was
made to the visiting U.S. As-
sistant Secretary of State for
South Asia, Christina Rocca,
by the CBI Director, P.C. Shar-
ma, here.

Well-placed CBI sources
said that Mr. Sharma also
made a request to her that
U.S. agencies could share with
the CBI and other Indian
agencies, the information
gathered by them during in-

terrogatlon of several persons
in Afghanistan and by con-
ducting probe into the terror
network. Mr. Sharma said
even if the probe in Afghan-
istan was not specific to India,
it would help the internation-
al community, particularly
countries like India, in evolv-
ing new strategfes to put up a
fight against terrorism. Ac-
cording to the CBI spokes-
man, SM. Khan, the
discussion with Ms. Rocca fo-
cussed on vital matters of mu-
tual cooperation in various
fields. The CBI Director point-
ed out to her that terrorism
was acknowledged as an in-
ternational problem.

U.S. help sought for action
on list of 20

Mr. Sharma also empha-
sised that the CBI had given a
lot. of information to the FBI
in the IC-814 hijacking case
and expressed the hope that
the FBI would similarly share
information with them as it
had also registered a case.

‘The CBI chief gave details
of the cooperation which In-
dia had extended to the U.S.
since the visit of the FBI Di-
rector, Robert S. Mueller, in
January and his predecessor
two years ago. Later, Ms. Roc-
ca was also given a video pre-
sentation on the hijack of the
Indian Airlines flight I1C-814
to Kandahar in December
1999.

witnessed in the State. She,
however, clarified that the
“internal situation” in India,
including Gujarat, did not
feature during her discussions
with the External Affairs
Minister, Jaswant Singh, this
afternoon.

Ms. Rocca also met the
Central Bureau of Investigation
Director, P.C. Sharma. During
the discussions, the Indian side
felt that the U.S., as part of its
global campaign against
terrorism, should urge Pakistan
to take action against the 20
fugitives and terrorists wanted
in India that might be present
on its soil. The Indian side also
felt that the U.S. could share
with India, information
gathered by it while
interrogating the Al-Qaeda
activists in its custody.

Apart from expressing
concern on the border
situation, Ms. Rocca made two
additional points.First, she
stressed that there was no let
up in the U.S. commitment to
combat terrorism in the region.
The U.S. was prepared for a
long haul in Afghanistan where
its operations had become
more specific and localised.
She also pointed out that U.S.
would centinue to target
terrorism without making any
exception. Asked whether the
U.S. will counter terrorists who
may have escaped from
Afghanistan into Pakistan, Ms.
Rocca said that “we will
continue to pursue terrorism
wherever it comes from.”
Second, without commenting
on the “legality” of the
upcoming referendum ordered

'by Gen. Musharraf, Ms. Rocca

asserted that the U.S. was
focused on the return of “full
democracy in Pakistan.”

It was up to the Pakistani
courts to determine the
“legality”’ of the referendum,
she said and added that the
U.S. was “looking forward to
free and fair elections in
Pakistan.”

According to Ms. Rocca, the
recent Indo-U.S. agreement to
jointly patrol the Malacca
straits was a milestone that
symbolised the rapid evolution

of strategic ties between the
two countries.

—~
—
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Indla US discuss

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, APRIL 9. India and the
U.S. today held a major brain-
storming session on the Maoist
insurgency in Nepal and the re-
construction of war-torn Af-
ghanistan.  Discussions on
Nepal were held between the
visiting U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State (South Asia), Christina
Rocca, and the Joint Secretary
(North} in the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, Meera Shankar.

Afghanistan was the main
topic of discussion during the
visiting official’'s interaction
with the Special Envoy on Af-
ghanistan, S.K. Lambah. Ms.
Rocca will meet the External Af-
fairs Minister, Jaswant Singh,
who has been in regular touch
with the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, over telephone on
the developments in the region.

Significantly, Ms. Rocca’s
talks are likely to be influenced
by the day-long visit to India by
the Deputy Chief of the Central
Intelligence  Agency, John
McLaughlin, on Monday. Mr.
McLaughlin, who is only next to
the CIA chief, George Tenet, in
the CIA hierarchy, held detailed
talks with the Research and
Analyses Wing (RAW) chief, Vik-
ram Sood.

Highly placed sources in the
Government pointed out that
India and the U.S. had been
holding extensive “consulta-

SR
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Nepal» Afghamsfan

The U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian Affairs,
Christina Rocca, at the office of the Ministry of Extemal
Affalrs after meeting the Joint Secretary (Nepal), Meera
Shanker, and the ambassador to Afghanistan, Lambabh, in

New Delhl on Tuesday.

tions” on the Maoist insurgency
in Nepal. From the U.S. point of
view, the violence in Nepal falis
within the ambit of its global
campaign against terrorism,
sweeping across from Africa
and to the mainland of South-
East Asia.

Keen to assist Nepalese au-
thorities, a U.S. team from its
Pacific Command had visited
Nepal in early March to take
stock of Kathmandu's military

— Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

requirements. The U.S. side had
then noted that Nepal urgently
required transport helicopters.
Significantly, Nepal has recently
received around 20 Russian-
made helicopters from Ukraine,
fast emerging as a close ally of
the U.S. These helicopters were
transported in large cargo
planes that were refuelled in
Kolkata en route to Kathmandu.
Overstretched by the deploy-
ment along its borders, India,

on its part, is not in a position to
send helicopters to Nepal.

On Afghanistan, both India
and the U.S. are inclined to sup-
port raising an indigenous Af-
ghan army that is less
dependent on external support.
According to the assessment
here, the U.S. is likely to stay in
Afghanistan for long. Instead of
promoting an international se-
curity force, the U.S. may prefer
to take on additional unilateral
responsibilities to stabilise Af-

ghanistan till an indigenous Af- |

ghan national army emerges.
The U.S. is looking at a possible
force of around 60,000 Afghans
to form the core of a future Af-
ghan army.

Sources pointed out that In-
dia and the U.S. had been hold-
ing extensive consultations on
Afghanistan prior to Ms. Roc-
ca’s arrival. The U.S. has made it
clear that it favours Indian ac-
tivism for institution building in
Afghanistan, especially as it is
familiar with the Russian made

weaponry that a future Afghan !

army is likely to acquire.

On the question of counter-
ing international terrorism, the
Indian side is impressing upon
the U.S. officialdom that a new
round of cross-border terrorism
is on the cards this summer, es-
pecially as concentration of

possible infiltrators betwee
Sialkot and MuzzafarabadAfad
been detected.

Pl



India, U.S. military think-tanks
“Iannmg regular interaction ho-V

By Sandeep Dikshit

‘ NEW DELHI, APRIL 8. As part ofthe
continuing efforts to foster clos-
er Indo-U.S. military ties, the
think-tanks of the countries
have teamed up for regular in-
teraction.

For the first time, the Nation-
al Defence University (NDU) of
the U.S. and the Delhi-based In-
stitute of Defence Studies and
Analyses (IDSA) are evolving an
institutionalised mechanism to
keep in touch. An IDSA team led
by its director, K. Santhanam, is
already in the U.S. to draw up a
blueprint for regular interaction
and exchange of information.

The Chief of Integrated De-
fence Staff (CIDS), Pankaj Joshi,
is in the U.S. to work out Ways to

integrate the three armed ser-
vices into a unified command
and control mechanism. Such
an experiment had become cru-
cial after India became a nucle-
ar weapon State after May 1998.
After the Kargil experience, In-

dian security planpers also felt .

the need to integrate the Army,
Navy and the Air Force.

Lt. Gen. Joshi would be draw-
ing upon the U.S. experiment of
unified commands. Indian de-
fence strategists are aware that
the U.S. model would have to be
modified considerably to adapt
it to the vastly different condi-
tions prevailing here. In this
connection, the CIDS, who will
be the number two in military
hierarchy after the unified com-
mand is set up, is understoid to

have interacted extensively with
senior Pentagon officials as well
as leading members of Ameri-
can think-tanks.

Lt. Gen. Joshi is aware that
the process of integrating the
three services will be as painful
as was in the U.S. Already, the
Indian defence establishment’s
sole integrated theatre com-
mand in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands is experiencing teething
troubles.

Closer ties between the Indi-
an and the U.S. militaries gath-
ered steam after the September
11 attacks. As a first step, the
Defence Policy Group (DOG),
headed by top civilians of both
Defence Ministries, was re-
vived. This was followed by ser-
vice-level interaction under ‘the

aegis of three executive steering
groups (ESG).

While the Army and naval
ESGs met in New Delhi and
Chennai, respectively, the Air
Force ESG interacted extensive-
ly in Hawaii. The U.S. is also
keen on re-establishing itself as
a reliable supplier of defence
equipment after a three-decade
hiatus.

Bath countries have done the
initial spadework in this direc-
tion by approving the signing of
General Security of Military In-
formation Agreement (GSO-
MIA) which entails a formal
acknowledgement not to leak
confidential information about
each other’s military hardware
and expertise to  other

countries. /
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India & US at Home in the World
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EFORE a joint session of

Congress last month and in front
of a global television audience num-
bering in the billions, George
W Bush praised the transformed re-
lationship with India in his state of
the union address. The president said
that the US is working with India “in
ways we have necver before, to
achieve peace and prosperity™.
President Bush's words demonstrate
the depth of his profound commit-
ment boldly to redefine the US-India
bilateral relationship in order to
bring these two great democracies
into enduring strategic collabora-
tion, based on common democratic
values and overlapping vital and
important national interests.

The president made the same
points to me when I met with him in
the Oval Office a little over a month
ago. And, as you know, prime minis-
ter Vajpayee had earlier come to a
similar conclusion with his invention
of the phrase “natural allies”, to
describe the relationship between
India and the United States.

As president Bush has said, those
who harbor terrorists will share their
fate. Every nation has to decide if it is
with us — the community of civilised
countries. including India and Ameri-
ca. that unambiguously condemns
terror as a political, ideological or re-
ligious instrument — or with the ter-
rorists, the evil ones whose inhuman
acts separate them from the society
of homo sapiens. In this global war
against terrorism, there can be no
middie ground. No moral relativism.
No policy equivocation. No excuses.

More than S0 American policy-
makers at the assistant secretary lev-
¢l and above have visited India since
I arrived at the end of July last year
while many members of the prime
minister’s senior national security
tecam have travelled to the United
States during the same time frame.
What have these leaders been talking
about with one another? Alfred
North Whitehead once observed
that,”We think in generalities, but we
live in detail”. The US-India relation-
ship is now living in exquisite detail.

Bilateral diplomatic exchanges
with India are among the most fre-
quent and intense that the United
States conducts with any country in
the world. allied or otherwise. We
have worked together in the UN to
pass UNSCR 1373 and to promote
the India-sponsored comprehensive
convention against international ter-
rorism. These efforts have led to the
arrest of hundreds of individuals
around the world with possible ties
to Al-Qaida and other terrorist net-
works. With the United States and
India moving in unison to strangle
the financial assets of terrorists, more

By ROBERT D BLACKWILL

than 112 nations have issued block-
ing orders and frozen assets used to
finance terrorism. And the US
government has designated Jaish-
e-Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Taiba
as foreign terrorist organisations.

At the end of last year, India and
the United States led the way in
assisting the completion of the Bonn
conference that established the in-
terim government in Afghanistan,
We all know that the tragedy of
Afghanistan will not be reversed
overnight. At best, it will take many,
many years for the people of that
blighted land to lead something
resembling normal lives. Accom-
plishing this tremendous task
regarding Afghanistan will be
exceedingly difficult. Without the
closest possible US-India collabora-
tion, it may be impossible.

That brings me to the US-India
cyber terrorism initiative, which
tflows out of the November 9 summit
in Washingion. We will exchange
information about the cyber threat
environment, our histories and

IN BRIEF

@ Bilateral diplomatic exchanges
between India and the US are
frequent and intense

@ Washington and New Delhi
are working together to
eliminate terrorism

@ Defense ties between the two
countries has progressed
substantially

methods for dealing with the
problem, and our experiences in
combating this menace. We will
discuss legal cooperation, joint train-
ing, regularised cyber attack and
assessment notification.

Taking its cue from prime minister
Vajpayce’s and president Bush’s
commitment to recast the character
of our bilateral relations. the US-
India defense policy group has
approved broad-based collaboration
that includes military-to-military ties
and a significant defense supply
relationship. In addition to discus-
sions about terrorism, and plans
for greater joint analysis and action
to combat this danger, we reviewed
threc subjects of great importance
to the future security of both our
countries. President Bushs new
strategic framework and its fresh
vision of the role of nuclear weapons
in the international system; energy
security and joint operations to
protect the sea lanes of communica-
tion in the Indian Ocean and the
challenges of maintaining strategic
stability in the Asia-Pacific region
over the long-term.

The program of JInilitary-to-
military cooperation that has been
agreed upon by the service steering
groups since the DPG confirms the
vitalisation of US-Indian defense
ties. We have had the largest number
of general officer visits to India ever.
The US navy has already conducted
five port calls and a search and res-
cue exercise in the past 15 months.
Our two navies will undertake a vari-
ety of activities at least once a month
over the next two years. Our two
armies have already agreed to ex-
pand participation in national, bilat-
eral and multinational exercises. The
air force agenda, which has just been
settled in Hawaii, projects a similarly
ambitious schedule of bilateral
cooperation focused on joint training
and exercises, increased technical
cooperation in support of combined
operations, and professional and
subject matter exchanges.

Our defense supply relationship is
also making substantial progress. To
date, the US government has
received applications for 81 items on
the munitions list. None so far have
been denied. Of the 81 applications
under consideration, 20 have already
been approved by the inter-agency
process and are in various stages of
notification to Congress. These
include applications for components
for the Agrani satellite launch.
helicopter spare parts, micro detona-
tors, specialised electric motors, and
the AN/TPQ-37 artillery locating
radar. A variety of other high priority
items including aircraft engines,
undersea remotely operating vehi-
cles, submarine combat systems, mul-
ti-mission maritime patrol aircraft,
satellite launch vehicle technical
data. and equipment for combating
terrorism are in various stages of
congressional clearance.

This has been a remarkable
success story regarding our bilateral
relationship over the past year, led
by prime minister Vajpayee and
president Bush. Of course, this story
1s not over. How could it be so in
such a short time, especially given
the way India, with its ancient civili-
sation and long-term perspective,
measures such things. There will be
occasional policy differences along
the road, as there inevitably are be-
tween America and its closest allies.
That is to be entirely expected, and
to be adroitly managed.

But we have made a great begin-
ning. Our challenge is to maintain
this extraordinary pace and sub-
stance in our bilateral ties, to contin-
ue to understand that the United
States and India can truly be at home
in the world, together.

(The author is the US ambassador
to India)
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/ﬁ&.a, U.S. discuss

By Atul Aneja \/“) ’

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29. India and
the United States have begun
talks on the safety of nuclear
power plants, but are still far
away from exchanging related
equipment. .
Highly-placed Government
sources here pointed out that
the Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC) Chairman, Anil Kakodkar,
visited Washington last month
to discuss these issues with the
Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission {(NRC),
Richard Mesarve.
Discussions revolved around
emergency procedures, fire
| safety issues and safety of age-
ing plants. Analysts here point
out that the U.S. signalled to In-
dia that it was inclined to advise
authorities here on running nu-
| clear power plants safely. It
may, however, still not be ready
! for transferring technology or
| equipment to India.
i Nevertheless, the two sides
| are taking a fresh look at collab-
| orative nuclear research. Efforts
| are underway for a tie-up be-
|

""ii-safey issues

tween a key Indian research in-
stitution and
Laboratories of
and the U.S. are\looking at the
possibility of joint forays in the
nuclear power sector within the
framework of the existing U.S.
disposition on climate change,
The U.S. President, George
Bush, has recently stated that
nuclear power production
needed to be encouraged as it
was a source of clean energy.
The U.S., sources pointed |
out, had imposed a nuclear
blockade on India after the 1974
nuclear tests. Fearing spread of
nuclear weapons, international
rules on the transfer of nuclear
technology were tightened fur-
ther in the 1990s with the for-
mation of the Nuclear Suppliers
Group {NSG). New Delhi, in fu-
ture talks, might impress upon
Washington the need to intro-
duce greater flexibility in the
NSG rules. India, in the mean-
while, has signed an agreement
with Russia for two atomic pow-
er reactors of 1000 MWs each
that would be established at
Koodankulam in Tamil Nadu.

THE HINDU




HT Correspondent
Washington, March 29

IN A marked reversal of stance,
the United States today said In-
dia and Pakistan should negoti-
ate on the list of 20 and other bi-
lateral issues by way of a dia-
logue.

State Department Deputy Spo-
kesman Philip Reeker said New
Delhi and Islamabad should
solve all their issues through di-
alogue, including India’s de-
mand that Pakistan hand over
the 20 terrorists sought by it.

Last week, South Asia Direc-
tor at the National Security
Council, Harry Thomas, had
specifically said Pakistan
should hand over the wanted
men to India or try and convict
them in Pakistan.

Reeker said: “We have encour-
aged both sides to work together

o

on this. I thlnk thIS was a subject
when the Secretary of State Col-
in Powell travelled in the region,
where we said we thought both
sides could resolve all their is-
sues through dialogue, and that
includes this one (the list). We
made that view very clear again
to both sides.”

Reeker was replying to a cor-
respondent who equated New
Delhi’s demand with the US ex-
tradition request for Shiekh
Omar, prime accused in the
Pearl murder case. “The differ-
ence is, they are two entirely dif-
ferent situations... Pakistan ob-
viously has legal requirements
as well. So we will continue to
see and work that as a legal
process. In the Indian situation,
the demand for the 20 people
was made following the terrorist
attack on the Indian Parliament
— who were accused of being in-

volved in terrorist activities.”

He said: “Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf has spoken
out quite strongly against ter-
rorism. He has called upon — as
he put it — the silent majority of
the Pakistani people to stand up
against the minority who perpe-
trate these types of things. So,
the specifics of the list of 20 are
something that India and Pak-
istan have to work out together,
just as we and Pakistan will
work out together the judicial
processes for the murderers of
Daniel Pearl.”

Poto welcomed

The United States has wel-
comed Poto as a “more effective
tool” against the menace of ter-
rorism, saying its passage is
“within constitutional bounds”
and “consistent with democrat-
ic principles”.

S takes a U—turn% list of 20

FUPFLOP
LAST WEEK

“Pakistan shoulg either hand over

the wanted men to India or try
them in Pakistan.”

Harry Thomas

Director of South Asia,

National Security Council

NOW

“The list of 20 and other issues are
matters of a dialogue between
India and Pakistan. The specifics
are something that India and Pak-
istan have to work out together,
just as we and Pakistan will work
out together the judicial processes
for the murderers of Daniel Pearl.”
Philip Reeker

Deputy spokesperson,

State DeparrmenrA
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U.S. stamp of ‘a

By Sridhar Krlshnaswam1

WASHINGTON, MARCH 28. Even as
the Prevention of Terrorism Act
has come under severe criticism
in India by the Opposition par-
ties, the Bush administration
has given its stamp of “‘approv-
al” to the measure saying that
India ‘‘seems” to have gone
about the whole thing in a

onstltutlonal way'’. '}’\9/‘
The State  Department
okesman, Richard Boucher,
s asked to comment on the
ontroversial anti-terrorist
bill”” and also on the Opposition

“

charge that the Government of

India had acted under Ameri-
can pressure.

Mr. Boucher did not answer

the second part of the question.
“... we do think it is important
for Governments to take steps
against terrorism, to do it in a
constitutional way... other Gov-
ernments have also passed leg-
islation that maZkes clear that
they are going to take efforts to
strengthen their legal systems,
as the Indians have just done,
within constitutional bounds,

approval’ for POTA

sothat we all have more effec—
tive tools to use against the
threat of terrorism,” Mr. Bouch-
er said.

“We do believe that that can
be done consistent with demo-
cratic principles. We have done
that. The Europeans have done
that. And India seems to have
done that as well,” the Spokes-
man said.




U.S. rakes up plutoniurﬁ wast with India

By Chidanand Rajgha
yTimes News Net‘ﬁorkﬁl/\

WASHINGTON: The U.S. energy
department has suddenly remembered
that it gave small amounts of plutonium
to countries such as India, Iran and
Pakistan under a 1954 Atoms-For-Peace
programme and this might need to be
reclaimed to prevent possible radiation
hazards from a dirty nuclear device.

In the latest instance of -America’s
post-9\11 paranoia, U.S. officials have just
woken up to the fact that Washington
gave two to three kilograms of plutonium
to 33 countries until the 1970s under a
government programme to promote the

peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

Although the amounts given o each
country were small, ranging from 16 to
100 grams, and not sufficient to build a
nuclear weapon (which requires at least
six kilos), the dispersal of even such small
amounts could create a radiation hazard,
officials say.

According to an Energy Department
report released on Tuesday, the plutoni-
um capsules sent overseas have never
been fully accounted for and the govern-
ment has inconsistent historical data
regarding the ownership of the material.
Among the other countries that received
sealed plutonium capsules were Brazil,

g

tael, the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia,
Greece, Colombia, Thailand, , Turkey,
Venezuela and Vietnam.

The U.S-India Atoms-for-Pe deal
began in the late 1950s during the
Eisenhower years. Narratives from that
time suggest that Washington backed the
programme after initial hesitation
because it believed if the U.S. did not get
a foot in the door, the Soviet Union
would have helped India develop its
nuclear energy programme.

U.S. records indicate that Washington
gave some 100 grams of plutonium to
India for research purposes between
1968 and 1973. /
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. India and
the United States today
launched a joint forum to in-
crease interaction between Par-
liamentarians and u.s.
lawmakers.

“I am astonished that we
have taken so long to think of
something like this”, the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, Jaswant
Singh, said while presiding over
a function to mark the occasion.

Mr. Singh described the In-
do-U.S. Parliamentary forum
(IUPE) as a “historic” develop-
ment. Supported by the FICCI,
! the forum, would help both

sides understand each other
better. “It is important at this
| juncture to make use of the
\ IUPF where Parliamentarians of

both countries can talk, hold di-
| vergent views and have differ-
ences of opinion on global
issues amidst an amiable envi-
ronment”, he said.

Praising the role played by In-
dian-Americans, Mr. Singh said
“they are the best guarantee for
building and sustaining a good

|
ii
&
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ndo-U.S. Parliamentary
1 forum formed ¢

relationship between India and
the U.S. It will be wise]to have

them on your right side.‘"/
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Indo-U.S. parliam

Times News Networl(‘\(

NEW DELHI Is it a lobby? Is it a
caucus? No, its a forum. An Indo-
U.S. Parliamentary Forum that pur-
ports to be the Indian version of
the India Caucus in the U.S. House
of Representatives was launched
on Wednesday. It was inaugurated
by FICCI in the presence of exter-
nal affairs minister Jaswant Singh.
Mr Singh spoke of the ability of
US. and India to influence global
events together and dwelt on the
need for understanding rather than

eliminatif ences. He pointed
out as an example the difference in
usage of language in the two coun-
tries (lobby and caucus have pejo-
rative implications in India unlike
the US.) and a parliamentary

. forum would provide a basis for

further exchanges.

While  Congressman  Jim
McDermott, a co-chair of the India
Caucus chose to dwell on the dif-
ferences of sport rather than lan-
guage (Indian and the U.S. democ-
racies were like cricket and base-
ball, similar but not the same), he

entary forum launched

Gujarat and Poto. L

The question of stelilar govern-
ment and religious freedom was
not something that was only India’s
problem as the U.S. also had similar
problems. Poto, he said, was very
much like the Patriot law passed
after September 11 by the U.S.

He expressed appreciation for
the prompt, unequivocal support
proffered by India after the WTC
blast saying India had offered the
U.S. a place to put its troops if it
wanted to.

chose to speak co@‘or{ingly’on
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Tndia cold to US\/

nudge on
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HT Correspondentsq
Washington/New Delhi, March 22

IN ITS bid to broker peace in
South Asia, the US has asked
Pakistan to hand over to India
the 20 terrorists wanted by New
Delhi, or else try and convict
them in Pakistan. But even as it
welcomed the move, India re-
fused to budge from its position,
saying nothing less than depor-
tation would do.

“The basic focus is on the re-
turn of the fugitives and we con-
tinue to stand by this,” a Min-
istry of = External Affairs
spokesperson said today, reject-
ing the US rider allowing Pak-
istan to try them there.

Harry Thomas, Director in
charge of South Asia in Presi-
dent Bush’s National Security
Council, told leaders of the Indi-
an community in Washington:
“We have asked the Pakistanis to
hand these terrorists over to In-
dia or try them in their own
country and convict them. That
is very important and will lead
to a reduction in tensions.”

Washington apparently be-
lieves its compromise formula of
sorts will end the face-off, lead-
ing to the withdrawal of forces
massed on the border and re-
sumption of Indo-Pak dialogue,
Curiously enough, the US pro-
posal comes at a time when it is
fighting its own diplomatic bat-
tle with Pakistan to secure the
extradition of Omar Sheikh,
who masterminded the abduc-
tion of slain American journal-
ist Daniel Pearl.

In seeming disregard for the
Pakistani contention that its sys-
tem is good enough to try the

h\st qf 20

case, a US federal grand jury has
indicted Omar and prepared a
case for his extradition.

In his meeting with leading
Indian-Americans, Thomas
pointed out how the terrorist at-
tacks last year on the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly and Par-
liament have changed the Indo-
Pak situation. “We see these as
not only heinous and barbaric
attacks on the Indian Parliament
and its leadership, but acts that
would undermine President Per-
vez Musharraf, who has turned
against the jihadis.”

Referring to US friendship
with both India and Pakistan, he
said: “We are not in a zero sum
game. But all roads lead to Kash-
mir. President Musharraf is an
ally of the US. He is of tremen-
dous assistance to us in the war
against terrorism and he is do-
ing it because Pakistani mili-
tants are a threat to him. Simi-
larly, Indian Prime Minister Vaj-
payee is determined to fight ter-
rorism.”

Thomas said: “Our highest
priority now is to keep India and
Pakistan from going to war. A
war is unthinkable. It will be
devastating for the global cam-
paign against terrorism.”

India would have to sort its
problems with neighbours, he
said, as that would facilitate
Nepal to develop its hydro-elec-
tric power and Bangladesh its
natural gas sector, which could
be of enormous use to India.

He said President Bush was
ready for a trip to India when
September 11 intervened. “There
is nothing we can do about that,
but we have to move the dates for
the President’s trip.” -
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“India and the US: many roads ahead

Despite differences, the challenge for india is

to expand its new relations with the US

e

RESIDENT Bush’s, visit t
PBeijing in the first halfof Feb-

ruary should put to resg unre-
alistic speculations about a\ikely
strategic consensus between China,
the Russian Federation and India to
counter the dominant influence of
the United States in world affairs.
Bush and Jiang Zemin agreed that
US and China have a shared re-
sponsibility to maintain world peace
and stability, particularly in the
Asian region. Expressing their views

" on Indo-Pakistan relations, Jiang

EY

#nd Bush affirmed that they would
encourage India and Pakistan to en-
ter into a dialogue and resolve the
Kashmir problem which they con-
sider a factor of continuing tension
in South Asia.

Bush and Jiang affirmed the posi-
tion of their countries as great pow-
ers which have a higher responsibility

JNDIXIT \&\ Y A X

establish closer relations with the US,
particularly those taken after the ter-
rorist attacks on New York and
Washington on September 11, 2001,
have resulted in President Bush be-
ing convinced of the relevance of a
long-term positive relationship with
India. As he said in his state of the
union message in January, 2002 “the
US is working with India in ways
which we have never before to
achieve peace and prosperity”.

India and the US are agreed on a
long-term partnership to counter ter-
rorism and religious extremism,

apart from structuring cooperative - |

bilateral policies which have resulted
in close collaboration between India
and the US at the UN. Both coun-
tries contributed to the passing of the
UN Security Council Resolution
1373 against terrorism and are now
jointly working for the adoption of a

to keep peace in this region. This +comprehensive convention against

Chinese assertion (with Bush) plus
Chinese equations with Pakistan
should make Indian analysts desist
from irrelevant and irrational exer-
cises aimed at the much bandied
about ‘strategic equation’ theory.
This assessment is also rooted in the
inescapable reality that the Russian
Federation needs to have good rela-
tions with the US, given its economic
predicaments and security concerns.

Russian  President = Vladimir

" Putin’s reactions to Bush’s Strategic

Defence Initiative, to US withdrawal
from the ABM Treaty and his acqui-
escence of the dominant role of west-
ern powers led by the US in
Afghanistan clearly indicate that
Russia is not likely to have much of a
stomach for a strategic equation with
India to contain the US. It is obvious,
therefore, that while sustaining a
good and broad-based bilateral rela-
tionship with China and the Russian
Federation, India has to'continue fo-
cussing oh rélations with'the US. The
relationship - with:China and Russia
can only be a balancing factor. It can-
not be and should not be an exercise
in counterifig the US or containing it.

It is pertinent 4herefore to review
the basic pattern 8 Indo-US rela-
tions during the last year. Significant
characteristics of this pattern are:
The US seeking to inteMsify-collabo-
ration with India on the whole range
of issues that currently confront the
international community. The initia-
tives which India took since 1992 to

santernational terrorism of which In-
' Bia is one of the original sponsors.

Indig and US working together to
turn off the tp of financial resources
of the terromgts, Indian advocacies
leading to tHEYJS Government des-
ignating the Faidy-e-Mohammad and
Lashkar-e-Toib4§s international ter-
rorist organisation exemplify that this
cooperation is not ‘declaratory but
substantive. This does not mean that
Indian concerhs on
terrorism are fully
met. The US is being
more patient and
gradualistic than India
would wish in pres-
surising General
Musharraf to pull
back from supporting
terrorist secessionism
in Jammu and Kash-
mir. This is logical
from the point of view
of the US which con-
siders its partnership
with the Musharraf
government impor-
tant in its on-going ef-
forts at fighting terror-
ism in Afghanistan
and stabilising the Afghan govern-
ment. ‘

The US Ambassador in New
Delhi, Dr Robert Blackwill, indi-
cated in a speech on February 26 that
more than fifty American policy-
makers at the Assistant Secretary
level and above have visited India

Thatthe US is
patient in
pressurising
Musharraf to
pull back from

supporting
secessionism
inJ&Kis
logical from
its viewpoint

since July 2001. There has been a
matching number of visits by the
Government of India to the US cov-
ering a wide-range of bilateral issues
from trade and technology, to energy
and environment. Leaving aside Pak-
istan’s more active operational role
in the anti-terrorist campaign in
Afghanistan, India and the US have
been active in negotiations aimed at
the stabilisation and development of
Afghanistan, US’s and Indian special
envoys Dobbins and S.K. Lambah
have been functioning in co-ordina-
tion at New York, at Bonn and
Tokyo. India’s role in
stabilising the political
flux in Central Asia
and Afghanistan is
now acknowledged.

The other spheres
where bilateral rela-
tions have gained sub-
stance are those of in-
telligence and law
enforcement-defence
cooperation, including
discussions and joint
exercises between the
armed forces of the
two countries, energy
security, economic co-
operation and signifi-
cantly, civil nuclear
and space coopera-
tion. Another field in which relations
have gained momentum is that of sci-
ence and medical research.

An  elaboration  regarding
prospects of cooperation relating to
energy security is relevant. While IJS
multi-national companies are en-
gaged in oil arid gas exploration’in

—
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the South Asian region; there is a
geo-strategic dimension in energy se-
curity where the interests of India
and the US converge. The US im-
ports 50% of its hydro carbons, from
the Gulf. India imports 90% of its
crude oil. There is an emerging Indo-
US agreement on ensuring the secu-
rity of the Gulf and the international
sea-routes carrying these resources
across the Arabian Sea and the In-
dian Ocean.

Though there is no dilution of op-
position of the US to nuclear and
missile proliferation, it must be noted
that the Bush administration has
stopped giving hortatory tutorials to
India on nuclear and missile weapon-
isation, A parallel practical and ratio-
nal development is India and the US
reviving cooperation in the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy and space.

But there two issues on which
there is a shortfall and concern. India
is concerned about US’s relations
with Pakistan and the lack of mean-
ingful progress in economic cooper-
ation and US investment in India. In-
dian public opinion feels that the US
should be more vigorous in bringing
Musharraf in line with India’s con-
cerns regarding his support to sepa-
ratism in Kashmir. There is also a
tendency in India to peg its value
judgements on Indo-US relations
through negative prism of worries
about US-Pak relations. This is an il-
logical approach. US structures its
relations with Pakistan within the
frame-work of its perceived interests.
If this relationship affects India’s in-
terests negatively, the solution is not
to déemand that the US scale down its

relations with Pakistan. We should
have the strategic political capacities
and flexibility to counter this negative
impact on our own initiative, without
making Indo-US relations an
hostage to this predicament.

As far as the slow progress in eco-
nomic and investment cooperation
goes, the ball is entirely in India’s
court. Cooperation in this sphere is
not based on abstract political con-
siderations or general goodwill. It de-
pends on the content and efficiency
of our economic policies. Unilateral
demands cannot be a substitute for
performance. :

While Indo-US relations are on
track, we must have a clear under-
standing of US priorities in this re-
gion. These are: eradication of ter-
rorism and Islamic fanaticism in this
region, stabilisation of Afghanistan is
an important ingredient of this objec-
tive. Secondly, ensuring durable se-
curity to the countries of the Gulf and
West Asia, where US energy security
interests are of paramount impor-
tance to them. Thirdly, it is within this
context that the US gives high priority
of normalisation of relations be-
tween India and Pakistan and a polit-
ical solution to the Kashmir issue.
US would be a willing facilitator for
negotiations and would be inclined to
directly intervene if the prospects are
of an actual nuclear confrontation
between the two countries.

The US is interested in ensuring
access to energy resources and mar-
kets of Central Asia, which would
serve India interests also in the long-
term. But the problem is the US be-
ing reluctant to encourage moderate
political processes in Iran. The
macro-level US strategic objective is
to sustain and encourage govern-
ments which would be supportive of
USA's ideological orientations, secu-
rity and economic interests, and to
establish a network of understand-
ings with such governments.

India is an important factor in this
scheme of things. The challenge to
India’s foreign policy is three-fold:
Sustaining and expanding Indo-US
relations while there are and there
would be differences of opinion on
significant security and economic is-
sues. Secondly, to safeguard India’s
strategic and technological interests
vital to security and capacity for eco-
nomic self-reliance, and third, and
most important, while having a close
relationship with the unipolar power
that the US is, to maintain a balanc-
ing relationship with other centres of
power in the world for the purpose of
ensuring India’s freedom of foreign
policy and strategic options.
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ABlackwill’s visit to, >
e g
astern states

By P.P.Singh

Times News Network
GUWAHATI: Nearly a week-long
) visit of US.
dambassador
[ Robert D. Black-
§ will sparked a
jcontroversy
when questions
were raised on
b his having
accepted the hos-
pitality of one of
coado ol ) the tea compa-
nies in the state facing court cases
for its alleged payment and assis-
tance to Bodo and ULFA militants
while the United States is talking
of coming down on agencies fund-
ing terrorism.

The U.S. ambassador, while
addressing the media when asked
to comment on his having accepted
the hospitality of such a company
which is yet to get its name cleared
for having allegedly helped ULFA
and Bodo militants, said that he is
not aware of any one involved in
this and refused to further answer
any questions on this.

it may be mentioned that the
ambassador had accepted the hos-
pitality of a major tea company
during his stay in Assam and the
company is still having cases
against it in the Guwahati high
court for their baving allegedly
helped or funded the militants
operating in Assam.

This while he admitted that
insurgency in the region has not
only resulted in loss of life but also
effected economic development of
the region. Mr Blackwill also
refused to answer if his govern-
ment would support any Indian
move to attack terrorist bases in
neighbouring countries, be it

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar or
Bhutan, and said, “This is a hypo-
thetical question.”

Asked why the list of banned
terrorists outfits declared by the
US. government does not contain
any outfit from the north-east
region despite thousands of people
having been killed due to it the
ambassador said the list from India
was mainly due to emphasis given
on Jammu and Kashmir by the
Indian government but the list is
still growing.

But he admitted that the present
law and order scenario in the
region due to terrorism is affecting
the economic growth of the region
besides other actors like accessibil-
ity and lack of infrastructure for
movement within the region.

He said the tourism sector which
has vast potential in the region due
to its natural beauty and large
number of wild life resorts but due
to large number of transit points
for a tourist it is not getting its due
share of foreign tourists.

Mr Blackwill said there is, “clear-
ly a very big scope for economic
development in tourism, agro, food
processing, oil and handicrafts field
and when he is going back he is
more knowledgeable about the
region than what he knew from
briefings and books in Dethi”.

When asked if his meeting with
senior army officers of the region,
including the Corps Commander
was part of the increased Indo-U.S.
military co-operation the ambassa-
dor said during his visit to different
states of the region, he had interac-
tion with state governors, chief
ministers and military command-

ers who gave him a ot of ipforma-
tion about the state of penings
in the region.

"HE TIMES OF (NDia



Youtfis pull up parts of a tank used by British forces during World War 1), in Imphal on Monday. (Right) The canon supposed to be a part of the tank. — r i

lackwill for.end to cross-border terror

SHILLONG, March 5. — The
US ambassador to India, Mr
Robert D Blackwill, today said
his country’s foreign policy was
not Pak-centric and asserted that
“cross-border terrorist infiltra-
tion confronting India must end”.

The US ambassador said his
country didn’t adopt any equivo-
cal stance with regard to its de-
termination to stamp out terror-
ism from the world.

Talking to reporters after his
lecture on “Indo-US relations”
held at the North Eastern Hill
University here, Mr Blackwill

admitted that India, parti ui?rly
the north-eastern region), had
been suffering from the mgnace
for more than two dechdes
which had terribly affected\the
region’s economy.
Asked to comment on his
three-day visit to various parts of
this region, including Tezpur
(Assam), Nagaland and Megha-
laya, Mr Blackwill said though
the North-east had “extraordi-
nary” tourism potential, it failed
to attract foreigners because of
two impediments — violence
and difficulty in reaching here.
Mr Blackwill obseryed that
the print media in the region
gave more coverage to insurgen-

cy and violence.

“During my three-day visit to
this part of the country, I read in
the English papers stories more
on violence,” he said in his lec-
ture. There was hardly any story
on human angle or other devel-
opmental issue, he opined.

He said items like one person
was killed and three policemen
were gunned down got more dis-
play in a region, where he would
love to stay at least for a decade to
study its diverse culture and art.

He, however, didn’t respond
when asked whether terrorism in
the region was being backed by
the ISI, Al-Qaida, Harkat-e-Mu-
jahideen and other Pak-spon-

THE STATESMAN

sored @r anisatiobe?s, but has-
tened to say that “cross-border
terrorist infiltration must end
anywhere in the country”.

Earlier during his talk, the
ambassador said transformation
of US-India relations was “fully
underway” but maintained that
successful resolution of the cur-
rent Indo-Pak crisis could give a
major boost to the ongoing
transformation.

Saying that the 11 September
episode had changed the policy
makers of his country, he also
pointed out how President
George W Bush was seeking to

intensify collaboration with In-
dia on several issues.
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Washington, March ﬁ \137

THE US Human Rights Report
for 2001 that harps on “human
rights abuses” in Jammu and
Kashmir is almost entirely a re-
production of the 2000 report.
Save for minor updating, the
report advances the same hy-
pothesis, lists the same charges
and reaches the same conclu-
sions, using the same language.
The 2000 report talked of “ex-
cessive use of security forces” to
combat insurgencies in Jammu
and Kashmir and the North-

for
v

East, apart from extra-judicia
killings, faked encounters an
“deaths of suspects in police cus-
tody throughout the country”.
So does the report for 2001,
which was ceremonially re-
leased by Secretary of State Col-
in Powell on Monday.

The 105-page India section of
the report turns the spotlight, as
it did last year, on the continuing
attacks on Christians by “some
Hindu extremist groups” and
“inadequate Government re-
sponse” in many cases. It points
out once again that although the
ruling NDA is committed to In-

dia’s secular traditions, coalition

leader BJP is “a Hindu national-
ist party with links to Hindu ex-
tremist groups that have been
implicated in violent acts against
Christians-and Muslims”.

In another reproduction, the
report prominently refers to RSS
chief KS Sudarshan’s controver-
sial remarks in October 2000 on
banning foreign churches and
creating a national Christian
church. “Of particular concern
for the minority groups was the
Home Minister’s highly publi-
¢ised participation at the Agra
rally and vocal support of the

N

Indiain US human i

RSS on his return to Delhi”.

It, however, noted the Govern-
ment’s promise not to implement
any of these controversial meas-
ures. The Congress-mandated
exercise is an elaborate annual
ritual that puts under scanner
the human rights records of all
countries of the world except
one, the US.

“These (human rights) prob-
lems are acute in Jammu and
Kashmir, where judicial toler-
ance of the Government’s heavy-
handed counterinsurgency tac-
tics, the refusal of security forces
to obey court orders, and terror-

ist threats have disrupted the ju-
dicial system.” This is but one of
the very many quotes common to
the 2000 and 2001 reports.

The reports are consistent on
another count, in their muted
references to acts of terrorism.
The 2001 report has only a pass-
ing reference to the attacks on

Parliament and the Jammu and

Kashmir Assembly. In much the
same way, the 2000 report had dis-
posed of the Chatisinghpura
massacre of 35 Sikhs.

The State Department, which
puts together the reports coun-
try by country, draws predomi-

ghts report

nantly from published accounts
and opinions voiced by human
rights groups.

In Powell’s words, these annu-
al reports are an expression of
the American commitment to
advance internationally-agreed
human rights principles.

While India may not have
been singled out, there is a ques-
tion mark on the US holding the
scales even. At a special news
briefing, Assistant Secretary of
Lorne Craner was at pains to re-
fute suggestions that the US was
being soft on violations by its al-
lies like Israel and Saudi Arabia.
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By K. Ramachandran

CHENNAI, FEB. 23. Indo-U.S. de-
fence ties are here to stay in the
long term and a change in polit-
ical leadership may not affect
the cooperation between the
two countries in military and
counter-terrorism aspects, says
Peter R. Lavoy, Director, Center
for Contemporary Conflict, and
an academician attached to the
Naval Postgraduate school,
Monterey, in the U.S.

A counter-proliferation ex-
pert, Dr. Lavoy, at a personal
level feels there is growing con-
sensus among bureaucrats,

" planners and the military in In-

dia in accepting and supporting
the U.S. stand on two major for-
eign policy issues — countering
terrorism and national missile
defence.

Although in the post ‘Septem-
ber 11’ and ‘December 13’
phase, Indo-U.S. ties, especially
defence ties, had indeed streng-
thened the closer interaction
between the two countries even

| predates these major incidents.

Right from 1998, the U.S. has

| recognised India’s concerns in

0-U.S. defence ties

here

Peter R. Lavoy

the region. The latest Indo-U.S.
defence  cooperation  only
looked at areas of mutual inter-
est and concern.

The lack of trust on both sides
in the ‘Cold War’ days, because
of differences in perception of
their - mutual foreign policy
agenda, is giving way to consen-
sus among the military, bureau-

to stay’

cratic and planning
establishments, especially in In-
dia, for meaningful coopera-
tion.

So, even if the political lead-
ership changes, the military and
bureaucratic leadership would
be assertive, says Dr. Lavoy who
was in Chennai to attend a sem-
inar on ‘South Asian security’.

Cn the present state of U.S
ties with Pakistan — seen as a
frontline State in the ‘war
against terror’ — Dr. Lavoy, who
is a former Director for Coun-
ter-Proliferation Policy in the
U.S. Department of Defence,
says America’s ties with the two
South Asian countries were
quite independent of each oth-
er.

The U.S acknowledges Gen.
Musharraf’s brave actions
against Islamic fundamental-
ism.

Dr. Lavoy agrees with the no-
tion that the militants and Tali-
ban supporters might be lying
low and that the Pakistani lead-
er might not be in full control of
the militants.

But the U.S and India, I feel
should encourage Gen. Mush-

arraf to continue to put pres-
sure on fundamentalists...
because to counter terror the
best idea would be to keep up
the aggressive pressure on the
movements, their funding and
support mechanism”.

Earlier, addressing the semi-
nar, Dr. Lavoy highlighted the
need for India and Pakistan to
work towards ‘“strategic stabil-
ity”, a concept that recognises
the need to curb first strike by
any one of the two nuclearised
countries.

The civil establishment, with
support from the academia,
should work closely with the
military on what kind of deter-
rence should be kept in place
and its cost, on how to reduce
the cost of preparation for war
and in case the deterrence fails,
how to limit the damage.

Indian military, he feels, is re-
viewing strategies after the Kar-
gil war, to arrive at better
inter-service coordination.

This could be crucial in future
both to avert war and in case of
a conflict, to make quick and
decisive military strikes.

THE HINDU
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 20. The United
States today said its defence
equipment manufacturers were
preparing to offer arms to India
in a big way. It also allayed fears
about the probability of another
embargo by stating that the in-
ternational situation had radi-
cally changed after the
September 11 incident.

“American companies are in-
creasingly interested in explor-
ing possibilities of defence sales
to India. But there is a lag time
because during the sanctions
regime, arms sales to India were
prohibited. Since the sanctions
were lifted recently, it will take a
little time for big U.S. defence
contractors to shift course,” the
U.S. Ambassador, Robert Black-

will, noted. Accompanied by
the U.S. military pointman for
defence sales, Bruce Scoft, Mr.
Blackwill was inspecting the
low-key American presence at
the Defence Exposition here.

Terming defence sales as a
crucial element in transforming
the bilateral relationship in all
dimensions, Maj. Gen. Scott
said there was little possibility
of another American embargo
in the future. “One can’t predict
the future just as none predict-
ed the September 11 attacks.
However, the world has
changed since then.” Maj. Gen.
Scott pointed out that the im-
portance accorded by the U.S.
to rebuilding military ties with
India was attested by several
high-level visits in the recent
past including the Defence Sec-
retary, Donald Rumsfeld, and
the senior-most military officer,
Richard Myers.

Another indication of the im-
portance attached to military
ties is the upgrading of the dele-
gation to negotiate the sales of
weapon locating radars — the
first American sale of military
equipment to the Indian Army
in decades. As against the origi-
nal intention of dispatching a

U.S. willing ;[9\\5%‘& arms to,

“low-level” team, the U.S.
brought forward the visit by two
weeks and sent the Command-
ing General of the U.S. Army Se-
curity Assistance Command,
Maj. Gen., Scott himself.

Mr. Blackwill also said that
Maj. Gen. Scott’s visit was “an
absolutely crucial part of trans-
forming our relationship’”’. He
made a strong pitch for weapon
locating radars made by U.S.-
based Raytheon by observing
that there is ‘“no question”
about its superior quality of
American defence . products.
However, “in the end it is en-
tirely up to the Indian Govern-
ment whether it wishes to
purchase that system,” he add-
ed, indicating that the American
option might not be the only
one for South Block.

Russia and Sweden, two other
major arms suppliers, also
made persuasive presentations
at the Defence Expo organised
by the Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII). While Russia is

India v

attempfing to maintain its hold

on the\Indian defence market, :

is attempting a come-
r the Bofors deal con-

Russia has offered its new
diesel-electric submarines
claimed to be the “latest

achievements in technology”. !

As compared to the previous
models, the new submarines
have increased combat possi-
bilities because of new weapons
including anti-ship missiles, in-
creased power and improved
speed and underwater stay
time. This was stated by Victor
M. Komardin, Deputy Director-
General of Rosboronexport
State Corporation, the sole Rus-
sian intermediary in military
cooperation with other coun-
tries.

At a separate news confer-
ence, Sweden said it would be
presenting to the Indian Army
improved versions of artillery

guns, advanced ammupition
and heavy vehicles. //Ul

THE Hiypy

2]

P23

>



V

|
|
|

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 18. Ruling out mediation between
India and Pakistan, the United States today sug-
' gested that both countries sort out their problems
between themselves.

“As you know we don’t have a large military
presence in the rest of the region. As far as India
and Pakistan issues are concerned, we believe
they will be worked out by India and Pakistan,”
said Gen. Richard Myers, senior-most American
military officer, when asked whether American
military presence in the region would curb bellig-
erence between India and Pakistan.

The principal military adviser to the U.S. Presi-
dent, here on a maiden two-day visit, felt Amer-
ican military presence in Afghanistan had a
“fairly big impact” on the Al-Qaeda network and
the Taliban. He indicated continuing U.S. mil-
itary presence in the region by observing that
terrorism had not been completely eradicated.
“There is still a threat in Afghanistan. It is just the
beginning as we know that the Al-Qaeda operates
in 60 different countries. Afghanistan was one of

" Sort out issues, U.S.
.. tells India, Pak. "3

them. We think we have made a major dent in
their worldwide operations to some extent,” he
told reporters after meeting ‘key players” in the
Indian security establishment. Gen. Myers drew
attention to the fact that the success against ter-
rorism was not due to military action alone. The
other major components were cooperation in in-
telligence gathering, law enforcement and diplo-
macy.

Describing his visit as aimed at enhancing bi-
lateral military cooperation, Gen. Myers indicat-
ed the American desire to involve India in the
global surveillance grid against terrorism. ‘“Mil-
itary to military ties had started to blossom and
grow in the last year or so. We are talking about a
lot to do in that (military to military) relationship
in the fight against terrorism.”

Gen. Myers called on the External Affairs Min-
ister, Jaswant Singh, the National Security Ad-
viser, Brajesh Mishra, the Defence. Secretary,
Yogendra Narain, the Chief of Army Staff, S. Pad-
manabhan, and the Chief of IAF, S. Krishnaswa-
my.
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RiR troops’ presence won’t

affect Indo-
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New Delhi, Feb. 18. — The pres-
ence of US troops in South Asia
will make no impact on Indo-
Pakistan relations, General Ri-
chard Myers, the US chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staffs, said today.

Asked about the US presence
in South Asia, he said it would
make an impact on the Afghan
situation but very little in the
sub-continent. He suggested that
India and Pakistan would have to
solve their problems bilateraily.
The USA has some military pres-
ence in Pakistan.

General Myers said there is
still a threat inside Afghanistan,
adding that the war against ter-
rorism was just beginning as the
Al-Qaeda, the organisation Osa-
ma bin Laden-heads, operates in
60 countries. Later, it was learnt
that the US is reportedly keen to
go after the Al Qaeda even if
they are in Pakistan. All Indian

Intelhgence reports est a
massing of some groups\of Al
Qaeda and Taliban operatives
along the Line of Control.

He said the battle in Afghani-
stan has been fought by using
military, Intelligence and diplo-
matic inputs but felt the battle
would last longer. General
Myers felt he anticipates the
USA  military staying in
Afghanistan staying there much
longer.

The general, the seniormost
military official of the USA, and
making his first trip to India at
the invitation of the defence
minister, Mr George Fernandes,
today met senior officials includ-
ing the chairman, chief of staff,
General S Padmanabhan, the de-
fence secretary, Mr Yogendra
Narayana, the air chief, Air
Chief Marshal S Krishnaswamy
besides calling on the external af-
fairs minister, Mr Jaswant Singh.
He spoke of broadening the mili-
tary-to-military interaction be-

>

}k ties:

tween the two countries and said
India and the USA are facing
global terrorism together.
Defence exhibition: For the first
time, US firms will participate in
Defexpo, an international exhibi-
tion of military equipment or-
ganised by the defence ministry
and CIL

Bell Helicopters, GE-Marine
and the US Department of Com-
merce are the American agen-
cies taking part in the exhibition,
the second of its kind. The three
are part of the 140 organisations
from 19 countries showing their
land and naval defence equip-
ment.

Altogether 39 Indian ord-
nance factories, eight defence
public sector undertakings and
160 private sector industries are
participating,

The US participation comes
after discussions between the de-
fence minister, Mr Oeoige Ter-
nandes, and chief executives of

about 40 top US defence equip-
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Myers

ment manufacturers during his
recent trip to the USA. He invi-
ted them to invest in Indian de-
fence industries.

So far, however, despite the
Centre’s announcement to allow
26 per cent FDI in new defence
sector industries, there has not
been a single application by a
foreign firm. Officially, the min-
istry said the guidelines were is-
sued only on 4 January and it will
take time for the firms to decide
on their investments.

The CII defence committee
chairman, Mr Atui Kirloskar’s
statemgent also suggested no ur-
gency of the defence firms to in-
vest. He said there was a lot of
interest and delegations were go-
ing to Britain and South Africa
along with other countries. But
he said there would not be in-
vestments “at the snap of a fin-
ger” and investors would put in a
ir€ments




~India, USA must jointly

tight terror:

SNS & Agencies

NEW DELHI, Feb. 17. — India
and the USA must jointly fight
terrorism, the chairman of the
joint chiefs of staff of the US
armed forces said today.

The senior-most officer in the
armed forces (equivalent of
chief of defence staff in India
when he is appointed), General
Richard B Myers spoke of the
unprecedented level of military
cooperation between the two
countries, adding that only a
solid military partnership could
defeat terrorism.

General Myers, an air-force
officer, began his two-day visit to

[§

Indla today at\ the invitation of
Mr George Ferpandes. He is the
second chairmian of the joint
chiefs of staff tb visit India, the
first being General Henry
Shelton who came last year.
Significantly, General Myers is
not going to Islamabad.

He’s likely to meet Mr Jas-
want Singh, national security
adviser Mr Brajesh Mishra, def-
ence secretary Mr Yogendra
Narayan, chairman of chiefs of
staff committee General S Pad-
manabhan, Air Force chief Air
Chief Marshal S Krishnaswamy
and the Navy vice-chief Vice-
Admiral John De Silva. Lieu-
tenant-General Pankaj Joshi,
chairman of the integrated staff,

en Myers

too will meet him. Visits to India
Gate and Connaught Place were
on Gen Myer’s agenda today.
Arriving in the capital, he said
Indo-US defence cooperation

would lead the way in the conti- -

nuing transformation of the bila-
teral relationship. He hoped his
visit would strengthen the series
of meetings Army and Navy
officers of both countries have
had a few days ago. Officers of
the US and Indian Air Force are
to meet in Hawaii this month,

The Vice-Chief of Air Staff,
Air Marshal SG Inamdar, will
lead the Indian delegation while
the American side will be led by
General William J Berget, chief
of the Pacific Air Command.
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CHENNALI Feb. 6. — After three years of a
virtual freeze in Indo-US relations following
the Pokhran blasts, the two countries today
took a crucial step towards reviving joint
naval exercises to combat maritime
terrorism and ensure safety in the region.
“We are very satisfied with the talks," the
deputy chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral SV
Gopalachari, said after  daylong
deliberations with his US counterpart
aboard the USS Blue Ridge, the flagship of
the US seventh fleet, which docked here last
morning. It was decided that the two
countries would work on an arrangement to
be part of the global coalition to counter
terrorism.

Vice Admiral Gopalachari said the
discussions covered a wide range of issues,
including protection of sea-lanes of
communication, anti-piracy, search and
rescue operations and assistance in the
context of the on-going Operation Enduring
Freedom (toAight global terrorism). “We
also discusged the matter of reviving joint
naval exefcises (which had stopped after the

“The USS Blue Bridge in Chennai port on Wednesday. — AP/PT!

Pokhran blasts in 1999),” he added. The
Indo-US military dialogue is seen as a vital
step in the thawing of relations between
[ndia and the United States in the post-
Pokhran 11 scenario.

Asked if there was anger of India
getting “over dependant” on the US.
following such mog¥es, Mr Gopalachari

replied: “We have our own sovereign rights.
We have to work with various countries and
the US is one of them.” As for when the joint
exercises would begin, he said: “It would be
sooner rather than later.” The talks.
involving about 40 Naval officials from both
sides, began at 9.30 a.m. tnded only
around 5.30 p.m.
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\(9\ By Atul AnejaQV\:)) '

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5. Whil¢ India
and the United States continue
to hold extensive consultations,
they are yet to bridge their dif-
ferences on ways to de-escalate
Indo-Pak. border tensions.

According to highly-placed
Government sources, the U.S. is
not insisting on a puliback of In-
dian forces from the Interna-
tional Border and the Line of
Control (LoC) any more. In-
stead, it has proposed that In-
dia, while maintaining its forces
on the borders, could consider
taking them off from their pre-
sent “high alert” status.

Essentially, that would mean
that the troops close to the bor-
der are not kept on a hair-trig-
ger readipe$s to go to war.

Tndia, U.S. differ on d

stead they could, while re-g

maining positioned, adopt a
more relaxed profile. For in-
stance, soldiers, instead of re-
maining fanned out for combat,
could take one-step back and
converge on what are called
“concentration areas.”

Some combat aircraft of the
Air Force can also be thinned
down, or have their bomb loads
temporarily removed. Analysts
here point out that such steps
are mainly symbolic, and may
not compromise operations, as
these forces can still easily be
deployed in core battle zones, at
short notice, if required.

India, however, has rejected
these proposals, pointing out
that they can only be consid-
ered after Pakistan takes mea-

N

calation |

nfiltrations.

The Government focus, as of

ow, is mainly on cross-border
infiltrations. India, in the future,
may not be averse to coordinat-
ing with Pakistan on steps to re-
strict cross-border movements.
Contacts between the army au-
thorities of the two sides - for
instance, at the level of the
DGMOs - for determining mod-
alities to curb infiltrations are
possible provided Pakistan
sends the right signals.

The messages coming from
Islamabd right now are not re-
assuring, the sources say. Au-
thorities here especially resent
the attempt by the Pakistan For-
eign Minister, Abdul Sattar, t‘(\)J

drag India into the abductio

case of the Wall Street Jour
ningful steps on checking reporter, Daniel Pearl. /
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|ndo U.s. military talks revwed

\&i)‘ By Our Special Correspondent V

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. Signalling a return to the pre-
Pokhran {1 era, India and the United States today
revived military-to-military interaction, aimed at
promoting close ties between the two armed
forces.

The inter-Army executive steering group (ESG)
began its interaction while the inter-Naval ESG is
scheduled to commence its deliberations tomor-
row in Chennai. Air Force level discussions will be
held in Hawaii, the U.S., from February 18 to 21.

Senior Army officers, led by the Director-Gen-
eral of Military Operations, S. S. Chahal, and the
Commander of the American Army contingent in
the U.S. Pacific Command, James Campbell, met
for the first time in five years to promote greater
cohesion between the two forces.

The deliberations over the next two days will
cover diverse military issues and will include joint
training and exercises, counter-terrorism, Intelli-
gence sharmg, peace keeping operations and di-

/

saster management. &e accent/for now is likely
to be on special training for the Indian officers
and Intelligence sharing .

The joint Naval ESG is expected to focus on
joint search and rescue operations and training,
and explore “areas of mutual cooperation” — an
euphemism for the involvement of the Indian
Navy in a multi-nation effort to patrol the Malac-
ca Straits and other vulnerable spots for oil tank-
ers in the Indian Ocean. The Deputy Chief of
Naval Staff, S. V. Gopalachari, leads the Indian
side while the American team is headed by its 7th
Fleet Commander, James Wallace Metzger.

Bilateral Naval cooperation had covered much
ground in the past but ties were abruptly frozen
after the Pokhran nuclear tests in 1998. Besides
joining multi-national surveillance grid in the sea
— a proposal for which is pending with the Cabi-
net Committee on Security — the two sides are
also keen on joint exercises, the last of which,
held in 1998, were termed the ‘Malabar series.’




U.S, presence, south-east Asia
° Vi G ° . :
is & boon for India, says Blackwill :

Times News Network

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
U.S. ambassa-
dor to India
Robert D.
Blackwill said
on Monday the
lcurrent
i American pres-

ence in the

: : south-east

R.D. Blackwill /sian region,
which he

termed episodic, should be

viewed as an indirect boon for
India.

Speaking at a press conference
here, Mr Blackwill said America’s
presence here following the
Afghan war had achieved four
objectives.

Firstly, the September 11 attacks
“changed beyond recognition” the
Indo-US. relationship politically,
socially and  commercially.
President George Bush's efforts to
forge a closer India-U.S. relation-
ship bore fruit. It became the first
major policy shift in the past 50
years.

Secondly, it led to the
Pakistan President denouncing
terrorism and declaring the
country an “Islamic welfare
state.” President Pervez
Musharaff’s declaration that
Jjehad ought to be against pover-
ty, and that Pakistani soil would
not be allowed to nurture ter-

e et e

rorism were major achieve-
ments of American influence.

Thirdly, Mr Blackwill said, the
Afghan war banished terrorist
Taliban which had been explod-
ing Taliban criminals on India.
“We have destroyed their base,
their reach, and capacity to
strike.”

Fourthly, he said America will
remain “intensely engaged in
Central Asia™ for its enormous
energy and other resources. He
was not willing to elaborate on
this point.

Mr Blackwill, however, clari-
fied that America had no inten-
tion of setting up a base in the
south-east Asian region. America
had no proposal to increase its
global bases. And, with the coun-
try having attained the capacity
to strike anywhere with precision,
the territorial bases were irrele-
vant.

The US. ambassador made it
clear that America had no inten-
tion of acting as a mediator in the
Kashmir issue.

On Pakistan asking the U.S. or
UN to mediate in Kashmir, Mr
Blackwill said, India and Pakistan

must sort it out between them.
“America has no intention to
meddle or mediate in Kashmir.”

Earlier, Mr Blackwill avoided
giving a direct reply to a media
query on the exoneration of
Pakistan’s ISI by the U.S. consul-
general in Kolkata, with regard to
the recent attack on the
American consulate.

However, he dropped a hint
that showed his support to the
consul’s version. He said, “The
crime did not take place in the
American soil. It is for India to
respond to the doubt whether it
was an attack on the police by
criminals or by a terrorist organi-
sation. We don’t know either.”

Blackwill did not take to the
common premise that if it was
just a criminal adventure target-
ing the police, the assault did not
have to focus on the consulate
but could have been anywhere in
India.

Mr Blackwill said that the issue
of terrorist attack was something
that “we discuss frequently with
India” “H the government of
India takes it up with America,
we will respond.”

-
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“Singh,
up on Delhi deal

3
T

Vijay Dutt
London, January 30 /){,\“
INDIA AND Britain will cogplar-
ate and work closely in combat-
ing terrorism and rebuilding
Afghanistan, External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh and US
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
decided at a bilateral meeting
today.

The two leaders agreed to
implement the Delhi Declaration
“which provides a blueprint for
the future partnership between
India and the UK”.

Singh, who is in London for
the first meeting of the Com-
monwealth Committee on Ter-
rorism (CCT), was in a combative
mood and effectively refuted the
suggestion that India’s present
tough stand against Pakistan is
related to the UP Assembly elec-
tions.

During his meeting with the
Press at India House, Singh said
that such critics are misin-
formed and belittle the factor of
terrorism. When the US took
action in Afghanistan no one
related it to the Congress elec-
tions. India has been committed
to combating terrorism for two
decades, unlike the action now
being taken by the US since Sep-
tember 11.

Referring to the CCT meeting,
Singh said that all the 10 foreign
ministers in the committee con-
demned in strongest terms, all
forms and manifestations of ter-

Straw follow

JASWANT SINGH AND
(below) JACK STRAW

rorism. The Commonwealth has
added its distinctive voice to
fight all forms of terrorism. “The
CCT will catalyse Common-
wealth’s cooperation to imple-
ment UN Security Council Reso-
lution 1373, which provides an
important framework for inter-

/

national action against terror-
ism,” Singh said.

Singh refuted that the Agni
missile testing was in any way
related to the present situation in
the subcontinent. The test, he
said, was part of continuing mis-
sile development.

Asked whether he considered
the crackdown on terrorists in
Pakistan by Pakistan’s authori-
ties genuine, Singh said: “Wait
and watch.” It is not possible to
assess whether cross-border ter-
rorism will stop or not in a short
period of time, he added. He
refused to comment on Vajpay-
ee’s statement that PoK should be
returned to India, saying it
would be “highly impolitic”.

On a different note, Singh
announced “with a personal

j sense of satisfaction” the Univer-
sity of Ozxford’s decision to
appoint Dr Sanjay Subrah-
manyam as the first professor of
Indian History and Culture at its
faculty of Oriental Studies. The
Chair was set up over a year ago
with an endowment of £1.8 mil-
lion from the Indian Govern-
ment.

“Dr Subrahmanyam brings
wealth of experience and exper-
tise to this position,” Singh said.
He has worked at a number of
highly reputed institutions in
India, UK and the US prior to his
current position as the Director
of Studies at the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Science

Sociales in Paris. //
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/{emarche to Dhaka }lanned

4,

Nilova Roy Chaudhury
in New D§h1 :

Jan. 29. — Anxious to see some

' action on the ground against

continuing atrocities on minority
communities, India plans fo
make a demarche to Bangladesh
because top-level bilateral ex-
changes don’t seem to have had
any real impact.

A demarche, which is a formal
diplomatic communication, wo-
uld require a formal response
from the Bangladesh govern-
ment. The Indian ambassador in
Dhaka would” formally present

India’s concern on the issue of
attacks against Hindus continu-
ing to the minister for foreign af-
fairs and the minister for minor-
ity affairs, sources indicated.
The matter of brutal attacks
on members of the minority
communities has been taken up
at the “very highest level”, with
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, rais-
ing the issue with the Bangla-
deshi Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, during their bilat-
eral meeting on the sidelines of
the Saarc summit in Kathman-
du. Mr Brajesh Mishra, as the
Prime Minister’s special envoy,
had also expressed India’s con-

cern soon after the BNP govern-
ment was swWorn in. .

The Bangladesh government’s
stand was that these were “Op-
position-inspired. incidents.”

Hindus, however, have tradi-
tionally been seen as supporters
of the Awami League, and at-
tacks against them escalated after
the 1 October elections. The Ban-
gladesh government recently
released Mr Shahriar Kabir, who
was detained earlier after he pro-
tested against the government’s
inaction on the matter. “But
beyond that they have done
nothing to stop the attacks,”

sources said/

~USA agamst independent Kashmir’

WASHINGTON, Jan. 29. — The USA doesn’t
support the demand for an independent Kashmir,
Mr LK Advani said. “I haven’t sensed that. I could
sense that they (US officials) wanted to see an end

2]

to terrorism,” the Union home minister told
Newsweek when asked what impression he got
about the US stand on Kashmir.

He said the USA was opposed to Pakistan’s
policy of using terrorism as an “instrument to get
what it wants in Jammu and Kashmir.” On India’s
demand that Pakistan should stop cross-border
terrorism, he said Washington didn’t want to “turn

the screws further” on General Pervez Musharraf.
If it did so, he said, “Gen Musharraf may not be
there (any more). Nobody expressed that to me,
but that’s the feeling I got. I didn’t agree with it.”

Concerned over the tension between India and
Pakistan, the USA has said it is “actively involved”
with both the countries to find a solution.

Asked if the India-Pakistan crisis is continuing -
and if the worst is over, Gen Colin Powell said in
an interview on public television during the
weekend: “It is continuing to bubble, if not quite
boil at the moment... I won't be comfortable until
we have found a solution and we can tart going

down the escalation Jadder rather than just staying
where we are on the escalation ladder/wI

-
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- Talks on fof Orion

SRINJOY CHOWDHU—éY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 2. -~ Indialhas
begun discussions with the USA for
the acquisition of the P-3C Onion,
the anti-submarine and maritime
surveillance plane, and the ANTPQ-
37 gun-locating radar.

Top defence officials said negotia-
tions were going on but there were
worries that the US Congress would
not clear the deal. A defence con-
tract can be executed only after
clearance by the USA’s state de-
partment and the Congress. In this
case, a senior official said fingers
would be kept crossed till the Con-
gress cleared it. “We're worried...
and we've already told leading
American officials about our appre-
hensions,” the official said.

There was an enormous uproar in
India in the mid-"90s when Pakistan
purchased P-3 Orion planes from
the USA along with 28 Harpoon an-
ti-ship cruise missiles.

At present, Navy officers said,
Pakistan has one serviceable Orion
and one “half-serviceable” plane,

one having crashed. Islar‘na ad also
has the Atlantique.

The Orion, produced by Lockheed
Martin, costs about $36 million and
has a range of about 2,700 miles. It
can carry cruise missiles and anti-
submarine weapons, though it’'s now
30 years old. Talks about the Orion
first began after the defence consul-
tative group’s meeting in early De-
cember between the USA and India.

A retired service chief said the
gun-locating radar was offered to In-
dia before the sanctions after Pokh-
ran Il in 1998. India refused to buy
it then as the Defence Research and
Development Organisation said it
could rejig the Rajendra radar.
Work on the radar is still continuing
but the USA, having lifted the sanc-
tions, is offering the radar again.

Army officers are divided about
hew useful the radar would have
been during the Kargil conflict, but
Pakistan is believed to have the sys-
tem. Here, there had recently been
some talk about acquiring a gun-lo-
cating radar. Other weapon systems
being looked for include radar sys-

tems and the Blackhawk heliyy.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 28. The U.S. Am-
bassador, Robert Blackwill, today
criticised the delay in pushing
ahead with second generation re-

} forms in this country even as he

warned that the Enron dispute
could “spell death to potential in-
vestments”’. In a wide-ranging ad-
dress covering the entire gamut of
Indo-U.S. economic relations, he
specially referred to the Dabhol
case and noted that its long term
repercussions could be ‘‘pro-
found”.

“The Dabhol dispute feeds
chronic misperception among the

overseas investing community
that India may not be ready yet
for big time international invest-
ment”, he said. In this context, he
said the giants of American busi-
ness often told him that the
“sanctity of contract” may now
be in doubt here, a concern that
could spell death to potential in-
vestments.

Mr. Blackwill highlighted the
low inflows of foreign direct in-
vestment in India which are esti-
mated at $ 4.5 billion in 2000 as
against $ 41 billion for China and
$ 316 billion for the U.S. He ques-
tioned the need for Government
approvals for the FDI. “Is invest-

ment a dangerous external threat
that must be carefully limited.”

While conceding that some re-
forms had already been carried
out in the area of foreign invest-
ment, he maintained that from
the foreign investor’s perspective,
“innumerable rolls of red tape
that stretch to the horizon are a
major deterrent.” For instance, he
pointed to the need for 100 addi-
tional clearances for a power pro-
ject even after being approved for
investment.

Addressing a meeting orga-
nised by the American Chamber
of Commerce, the Indo-U.S.
Chamber of Commerce and the

w s\ Indo-U.S. economic ties lagging’

U.S. Embassy, he highlighted eco-
nomic ties as the one area of In-
do- U.S. relations lagging behind
the ‘“extraordinary advances”
made in political, diplomatic, mil-
itary and intelligence ties over the
past few months.

He compared the ‘“creeping”
progress in economic reforms to
the concepts being voiced about
India-Pakistan relations by all In-
dians whom he met recently -
“words are fine but implementa-
tion is what really counts.” He
said this was true in India-Pakis-
tan relations but also true in Indi-

an economiic reform./
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Agni test will

not inflame
situation:

S Rajagopalan “(l ’O\
Washington, January 27

v v

IN SHARP contrast to the advebrse
reaction from some nations, the
United States does not believe that
India’s testing of a short-range
Agni missile would aggravate ten-
sions between India and Pakistan.
Secretary of State Colin Powell,
reacting to a question on India’s
“provocative action”, said he

wished Delhi had not conducted

the test at this time of high ten-
sion, but added in the same breath:
“I don’t think it will inflame the
situation particularly.”

Although Powell did not elabo-
rate, the State Department appar-
ently was not taken by complete
surprise. An official told the Wash-
ington Times that the missile test
had been expected for a long time.
In the official’s view, the Friday
test did not demonstrate any new
Indian capabilities.

From an Indian standpoint,
Powell’s comments were
refreshingly different from the
swift and critical reaction
from the European Union,
Britain, Germany and Japan. He
also congratulated India on the
occasion of Republic Day and
expressed the hope that none of
their celebratory activities would
be disrupted.

Powell, who is determined to
pursue the peace process with
India and Pakistan, said the situa-
tion was still tense, but he himself
was “pleased that both sides are
looking for a diplomatic solution”
to their stand-off.

After his recent visit to Islam-
abad, Powell has spoken twice to
President Pervez Musharraf
amid indications that the US is
trying to prevail on Pakistan to
turn over at least the Indian
nationals among the 20 most
wanted terrorists, sought by New
Delhi. Washington reckons that
repatriation of the terrorists
would clear the decks for resump-

COLIN POWELL

tion of the Indo-Pak dialogue and
de-escalation of the military
build-up. Analysts here believe
that the US has separate plans for
its current and future ties with
India and Pakistan. *“These
plans will radically shift the bal-
ance of relations in South Asia
and beyond,” says Stratfor, the
reputed think tank on strategic
studies.

Washington wants to gain India
as a long-term strategic partner,
while maintaining Pakistan as an
ally in the short-run, says Strat-
for’s senior analyst Rodger Baker.
He sees the tie-up with Islamabad
asone primarily intended to fight
the forces of “Islamic terrorism”.
This quest will require a broad
shift in Pakistan’s policies, which
Musharraf is carrying out.

The challenge for the Bush
administration is to maintain the
delicate balance and “satisfy both
Indian and Pakistani demands
without endangering the broader
US strategy”. While Pakistan is
still looking for an intervention by
the United Nations or the US,
Baker believes Washington has

“little intention of trying tosolve
the Kashmir issue"./
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US; Phasell
war will

satisfy India

B We'll get to terrorism in India: envoy
M Delhi politely says no to Kofi Annan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 24

MBASSADOR
- Robert Blackwill
said today that the
US has embarked
upon a new phase in its war
against terrorism with which
India would have reason to be
satisfied. In the “first in-
stance,” he said, Washington
hagd “concentrated...on the Al
Qdeda and Afghanistan” and
would now “get to the problem

of terrorism in India.”

Blackwill’s statement comes
at a time when the MEA po-
litely said no to UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan’s request
to visit New Delhi. Clearly, the
government believes it’s in no
mood to listen to some more
“preaching” on Kashmir and
by implication on the Security
Council resolutions on this
subject. Kofi Annan was
bluntly told that it was “not
convenient” for New Delhi to
receive him at this time. A UN
spokesman told Reuters that
Annan had hoped to visit New
Delhi “but unfortunately the
dates did not prove convenient

Pak ook A4
1 Pakistan today said it was in the
process of focating 14 Indians on
the list of 20 criminals and terrorists
wanted by India. “We are locating
them and once they are located they
will be dealt with according to the law
of the land,” defence spokesman
Rashid Qureshi said

W Pakistan President Pervez

.| Musharraf said on Thursday elec-
-| tions would be held in October, but

only after “checks and balances”
were put in place to prevent abuse of
power by eivilian governments

M Time correspondent Ghulam Has-
naln, who had reported on Dawood
Ibrahim’s presence in Karachi, re-
turned home today after going miss-
ing two days ago. Family and col-
leagues had feared that Hasnain was
picked up by a security agency or kid-
napped by gangsters. SEE P2

over from the Afghan donors
conference, went onwards to
Islamabad, where he has spent
the last two days. Congratulat-
ing Pak President General Per-
vez Musharraf for his address
to his nation a fortnight ago,
Annan said in Islamabad: “It is
a step in the right direction. We
need to build on it to defuse

for the Indian authorities.” the current tension.”
Annan, who wished to stop CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
7/
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Phase Il in oYu“ [ wa
satisfy India, -say

? Addressing a joint press conference

| with Pak Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar,
Annan asked Pakistan to press on with ac-
tion against terrorist outfits and offered
his “good offices” in resolving the Kash-
mir issue if the two countries wished so.
“Immediate gged is military de-escala-
tion,” he said. *For de- escalatlon and to
end the immediate crisi$ is not enough
The world does not want another crisis in
few weeks and few months time.”
Annan said the implementation of the
UN Security Council resolutions, includ-
ing that of Kashmir, was not possible
without the consent of both the parties.
“You need parties to co-operate. There
were many other instances where Secu-
rity Council resolutions were accepted as
basis but at the end of the day the parties
have to talk and resolve their differ-
ences.” The official line in New Delhi is
that the government would be occupied
with Mauritian president Cassam Uteem,

who 1s in town as the chief guest of the
Republic Day celebrations, and would
have no time to do justice to a high- pro-
file visitor like Annan.

This afternoon, meanwhile, Blackwill
was only reiterating Washington’s im-
portance for India in a newly realigning
world. Blackwill went on to add that the
visit by US Secretary of State Colin Pow-

ell to the region had “lowered the tem--

perature between India and Pakistan to
some degree,” and though it was too

soon to say so definitely, there were “in--

dications that infiltration (across the
LoC) may be down.”

The frosty refusal for Kofi, interest-
ingly, contrasts with last week’s welcome
not only to the Americans, but earlier to
the British and next week to the Rus-

_sians. In fact, Prime Minister Vajpayee

even found time to see the special envoy

of Libyan lead fuammar Gadhafi
yesterday.
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~ The Kolkata éhalleng\é s

ltis atest of Indo-US cooperation on terrorism e

AL s

- Y OT only must the attack on the Ameri-
can Centre in Kolkata be condemned in

the strongest terms, but its significance
should be scen in its correct perspective. Ques-
tions have been raised whether this was a criminal
act of violence or an act of terrorism. This is only
an academic semantic distinction. Terrorism it-
self is a heinous crime against humanity and
democracy. The policemen were on legitimate
duty, they were neither threatening nor even tar-
geting anyone. To that extent they were the inno-
cents in the process as much as the bystanders
who got hit. Even if it is assumed that the attack
was perpetuated because of revenge against the
police, the reality is that it was the police picket
guarding the American Centre that was chosen
as the target. This could hardly be a coincidence,
especially when there would have been many po-
licemen on duty in Kolkata who would have
made an easier target in the early hours'of a
foggy morning.

It is therefore difficult to understand why the
FBI director said the attack and killing of police-
men guarding US property and people was not
directed at US interests. This approach is hardly
conducive to mutual confidence and the morale of
Indian security forces assigned to protect the in-
terests and property of foreign governments. This
attack is the first act of violence aimed at Ameri-
caninstallations or assets in India. The earlier act
of terrorism involved the kidnapping and killing
of American (and other foreign) hostages by ter-
rorist groups so often described as freedom fight-
ers by Pakistan. Coincidentally the fourth meet-
ingof the J/oint Working Group on international

R Y=Y i

, ] .

terrorism was i\ng held on thegdgy of the
Kolkata attack, which would no doubt have been
factored into the deliberations. Considering that
we are in the middle of the Third World War
which is actually being waged against interna-
tional terrorism where India, like the US, B a di-
rect victim, it is necessary to continue strengthen-
ing mutual cooperation if we want to win this war.
This also means that the Central and state gov-
ernments in India must cooperate fully without
getting stuck on lesser considerations.

The Kolkata attack throws up two other is-
sues. One is that we should expect that as the
global noose on international terrorism tightens
and India’s own offensive starts to show results,
we should expect religious extremist terrorists to
react in desperation at their increasing margin-
alisation. With decreasing capabilities they are
also more likely to seek softer targets, as started
to happen during the decline of terrorism in
Punjab. The police must be prepared even better
than before all across the country since the tar-
geting may not remain limited to J &K. Sec-
ondly, it is time that state and Central police
took over full responsibility for combating ter-
rorism without looking over their shoulder for
the army to take over. Use of the army for com-
bating terrorism within the country, whether
perpetuated by outsiders or those within like the
Naxalites, is an admission of the failure of the
police or of confidence in their capabilities. This
must be reversed at the earliest. The police, of
course, would need better weapons, equipment

and training. And this is where the army should
be used to give all possible help.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 22. Counter-terrorism experts from
India and the United States have jointly condemned
the attack on the American Center in Kolkata and
said they were prepared for a long haul in fighting
extremism across the globe.

In a joint statement issued after the two-day Joint
Working Group (JWG) meeting, both sides, recog-
nising the need for intelligence sharing, discussed
the possibility of accessing their databases on terror-
ists. While stressing on the need to contain funding
to extremists, they agreed that disruption of finan-
cial flow to terrorist organisations would be an im-
portant component in the counter-terrorism drive.

Both sides‘recognised that the campaign will be
long-drawn and multi-faceted, involving political,
diplomatic, military, intelligence and financial mea-
sures.”’

To improve the capability to counter terrorism,
the Indian side welcomed the U.S. offer of training

India, U.S.
for long haul

“JWG SPELLS OUT COUNTER-TERRORISM STEPS

prepared

experts to tackle contingencies arising out of terror-
ism.

The Indian delegation, while welcoming the U.S.
pilot project to counter infiltration and promote sur-
veillance, discussed forensic cooperation as part of
the ‘“‘capacity building " programme to counter ter-
rorism. The U.S. coordinator for cyber-terrorism will
visit India to push forward the joint initiatives on the
subject. Both sides exchanged notes on terrorism in
South Asia, Central Asia and South-East Asia.

The JWG emphasised that international cooper-
ation and national commitment were central to de-
feating terrorism. Both sides agreed that governed
by the U.N. Security Council Resolution 1373, all
nations were obliged to bring to book terrorists op-
erating from their soil.

The two sides also agreed to carry forward their
consultations on the India-proposed comprehen-
sive convention against terrorism.

R
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~ America to help in

border man}ag% emfg;nt

NEW DELH], Jan. 21. — Mr Francis Taylor, leading the US
delegation in the fourth meeting of the India-USA joint
working group on counter-terrorism, today spoke of American
help to improve India’s border management.

Mr Taylor, who also said he was looking forward to Paki-
stan’s response on the list of 20 criminals India has given it,
said a US firm, based jn Los Alamos (where the first atomic
bomb was worked on some 50 years ago), would work on a
pilot project with India to improve border security. Mr Taylor
didn’t mention what the firm would do, but it appears that it
would be responsible for hi-tech surveillance equipment.

Indian and US officials have discussed internal or
homeland security, the financial aspects related to terrorism,
the improvement of forensic capabilities in India, aviation
security and cyber-terrorism. The two countries will launch the
joint initiative on cyber-terrorism and there will also be
cooperation between the armed forces of both countries to
curb terrorism. This is the first time the two countries are
formally discussing the counter-terrorism issue after the 11
September attack and the 13 December attack on Parliament.

Mr Taylor told reporters that the proposed Indian draft on
the UN Comprehensive Convention against international
terrorism was discussed as was the UN Security Council
Resolution 1373 on terrorism and its implementation. He also
spoke about strengthening Intelligence and investigative
cooperation. Asked how the USA had good relations with
India and Pakistan, he said both countries were part of the
global campaign against terrorism.

The Canadian Deputy Prime Minister, Mr John Manley,
today said that the General Musharraf had not refused to hand
over the 20 most-wanted terrorists. Mr Manley said he had told
Pakistan to address India’s concerns over the LeT and Jaish.
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New Delhi, January 21

INDIA AND the US today dis-
cussed the progress of the global
campaign against terrorism and
steps to coordinate their efforts.

In their first meeting since the
September 11 terror strikes, the
Indo-US Joint Working Group on
counter-terrorism  discussed
anti-terrorism training assis-
tance, terrorism with respect to
weapons against mass destruc-
tion and capacity building in a
number of areas.

The agenda included a brief
overview of counter-terrorism
cooperation and assessment of
the current situation with regard
to the fight against terrorism.

The two sides focussed on the
lists of terrorist groups in both
countries. There was also a dis-
cussion on the threat of terrorism

Indo-US panel in
terror war talks

n

in the extended neighbourhood.
The two sides exchanged views on
strengthening the Intelligence
and investigative cooper&tion.
The implementation of the UN
Security Council resolution,
passed after the attack and other
multilateral issues, also figured
at the meeting. It discussed
homeland and internal security,
cooperation in strengthening
forensic expertise in India,
including  technology for
improved border management.
The 13-member US delegation

7
i:)ed by Francis a)‘lor while the
Indian side is h¢éaded by MEA
Joint Secretary Jayant Prasad.

" Representatives from the
Home, Finance and Defence
departments, National Security
Council, Intelligence Bureau,
RAW, CBI, Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security and Army head-
quarters were also present at the
meeting.

The two sides decided to
launch a joint initiative on cyber
terrorism, which will be led by

- the National Security Councils of

the two countries. This was
decided during Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s visit to
Washington last november.

Defence officials briefed the
delegations on programmes
being contemplated for counter-
terrorism cooperation on the
military side. :

The US team includes Ambas-
sador John Craig of the National
Security Council dealing with
homeland security and Ambas-
sador Ted Mcnamara of the State
Department who is coordinating
worldwide efforts for implemen-
tation of the UN resolution 1373.

The spokesperson said the two
sides exchanged views on the
threat posed by terrorism in the
extended neighbourhood includ-
ing Central Asia, Indonesia and
the Philippines. i
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Defence collaboration key to Indo-US ties 99 ¢

u EFENCE Minister George Fernandes
: returns from the United States after what

has obviously been a successful visit. In

fact, the flurry of high-level visits and contacts be-

#ween the US and India in the recent past goes
well beyond the direct outcome of September 11
and its fallout. The starting point of the growth in
hilateral defence ties goes back to 1984 when at
the peak of the Cold War and with the Soviet mili-
tary in Afghanistan the two countries signed a
wemorandum of understanding for transfer of
nailitary technology. This set in motion a series of
hilateral cooperation measures ranging from mili-
tary-to-military contacts to high-level visits. But
the disjunction and tension in the strategic and nu-
¢lear policies of the two countries had remained a
major road-block in forward movement, partly be-
eause of American domestic laws.

3 One of the major handicaps to transfer of
technology was the concern regarding security of
tgchnology. The US was aware that while nu-

JJear-missile technology moved from 17 coun--
. &ies to Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, India was not

among them. Not because attempts had not beén
made by Iraq to use its close and friendly rela-
tipns with India to get them. India’s record of
gon-proliferation, in fact, has been far more ex-
emplary than that of many ardent proponents of
non-proliferation. The General Security of Mili-

- tary Information Agreement (GSOMIA), there-

fpre, opens the door to military technology by re-
meving one of the major hurdles. The release of
systems and technologies like the weapon-locat-
ing radars, engine for the LCA, etc, already

bt held back hee
agreed upon but held back as a conseq of
numerous sanctions and domestic laws,
forms the starting point of a new-chapter in Indo-
US defence cooperation. The Defence Policy
Group set up in 1995 is once again functional and
so are the other institutional mechanisms.

A number of high-level bilateral visits and '

meetings are planned for the near future. The US is
the logical source of future military technology.
This also has to be seen in the context of increasing
access of Indian software capabilities by the US.
The mutuality of interests are expected to grow in
the coming years, not only in economic-trade ar-

eas, but if the welcome that India gave to President

George W. Bush’s missile defence speech last year is
any indication, in areas of strategic and defence co-
operation aswell. It isreasonable to expect that the
Indian side would focus on the upper-end, if not

-the frontiers of military technology access from the
“US. But this should not divert our attention from
the vast potential of cooperation and collaboration |

in the mid-low end of less difficult to access military
technology for building capacity and mutual confi-
dence. After all, Indian defence forces have had al-
most negligible access to US systems in the past
and a great deal needs to be done in that area. The
answer would lie in special emphasis on what could
be termed as less sensitive “workhorse” technolo-

gies and systems. Our interests, expanded infra- °

structure and capabilities, and changing patterns of

. global military industty require that defence indus-

try collaboration should become the core of de-
fence cooperation. We must keep working toward

that goal on priority.
A
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AU.S. Ambassador, Admlral

WO G\
By Shu] t Bukhari

JAMMU JAN 20: The U.S. Ambassa-
dor to India, Robert Blackwill, and
Member of Joint Staff Committee,
Thomas Wilson, today arrived
here to assess the situation in the

* border State in the backdrop of a

massive Army build-up along the
border.

Mr. Blackwill and Admiral Wil-
son, with eight other members in
the team, had an-hour-long
meeting with the Chief Minister,
Farooq Abdullah, who briefed the
team about the latest situation
prevailing in the State, particular-
ly after the escalation in tension
following the December 13 attack
on Parliament.

Dr. Abdullah told the team that
Pakistan had been continuing
support to militancy in the State.
Condemning the terrorist activ-
ities against which the entire
world was now united, the team
expressed concern over the inci-
dents in the State and hoped that
peace would soon return to the
place.

The Chief Secretary, Ashok Jait-
ly, the Principal Secretary
(Home), C. Phonsog, the Direc-

¢ tor-General of Police, A.K. Suri,

v visit Jammu 9““

and Commander of 16 Corps,
J.B.S. Yadava, were present at the
meeting. The team also interacted
with senior Army officers.

Pak. asked to
furnish list

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 20. As the India- |
Pakistan stand off over New Del- '

hi’s demand for handing over 20 |

terrorists continued, India has
asked Pakistan to furnish a com-
prehensive list of militant groups
which had infiltrated into Jammu

and Kashmir in recent times, a !

[
|

move resented by Islamabad '

which said it was being “pushed
against the wall” by New Delhi.

The report in ‘The news' was
published a day after the Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Abdul Sattar,
said that Islamabad would pro-
vide India its own list of wanted
men for extradition.

The Pakistani daily said the In-
dian demand for a comprehen-
sive list of militants infiltrated
into J and K was conveyed to Pa-
kistan officials during the recent
visit of the U.S. Secretary of State,

Colin Powell. — PTI /
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THE INKING OF the bilateral agreement on mil-
itary information exchange underlines sharply
that strategic cooperation between India and
the United States is rapidly assuming a new and
extremely significant dimension. The agree-
ment, under which both sides will share sensi-
tive military information, paves the way for the
two countries to embark on a full range of de-
fence cooperation, which suffered a setback af-
ter Washington’s imposition of military
sanctions following the Pokhran nuclear tests.
The agreement will go a long way in facilitating
technology transfer between the two countries.
However, while renewed arms deliveries will be
an important fallout of the agreement, it is only
a part of the sweeping blueprint in defence
cooperation that is being unveiled as India and
the U.S. prepare to discuss counter-terrorism
strategies, begin joint training for special oper-
ations and initiate service-to-gqgvice exercises.

The agreement, signed between\ﬁze Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, and the U.S. De-
fence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, has come at
a time when the two countries have made con-
siderable progress in their security relationship.
It was only last month that the India-U.S. De-
fence Policy Group chalked out a road map to
radically upgrade strategic ties between the two
nations. Apart from the promise that Washing-
ton would expedite India’s request for certain
U.S.-made weapons, the two countries agreed
on five specific areas where they would conduct
joint training and exercises. The enhanced stra-
tegic relationship between the two countries
owes in considerable measure to September 11
and its aftermath. India’s support of the U.S.-led
coalition against terrorism, the lifting of U.S.-
imposed sanctions and (perhaps even more im-

\V4

4WARD,S CLOSER STRATEGIC COOPERATION

portantly) the incregsed importance of counter-
terrorism in the context of global security have
deepened and enlatged the relationship be-
tween the two countries in a manner which was
unimaginable just a few months ago.

In forging closer defence ties with the U.S.,
India — which for many years was unwilling to
sign the General Security Of Military Informa-
tion Agreement (GSOMIA) — wiil be banking on
acquiring a wide range of armaments. Mr. Fer-
nandes has not publicly announced a wish list,
but — as the statement of the India-U.S. Defence
Policy Group noted last month — India’s acqui-
sition priorities inciude multi-mission maritime
aircraft, radars and components for jet trainers
and high-performance jet engines. The U.S. as-
surance that licences for some items are in an
advanced stage of processing raises the hope
that deals for at least some of the equipment that
India wants will be closed out quickly.

The two countries have announced that the
project for the manufacture of the Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) has been revived. U.S.-imposed
sanctions had virtually stalled the Defence Re-
search and Development Organisation’s ambi-
tion of building a multi-role fighter — a project
that had already been very badly delayed. The
U.S.” promise of expeditiously reviewing the
supply of modern engines and avionics for the
LCA holds out a ray of fresh hope for its devei-
opment, which has been plagued by a string of
problems and hurt the image of the defence re-
search establishment. The U.S. offer of reviving
the project might just be what is needed to con-
clude an experiment which has been both pain-
fully long and extremely ernbarrassing. India will
be looking to hold the U.S. to its promise of
moving expeditiously on reviving the LCA pro-
ject and clearing other pending proposals./
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JOINT WORKING GROUP MEET OPENING TODAY

India, U.S.,

By Atul Aneja

NEW DELHI, JAN.20 Within days of
the visit of the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, a high-power
delegation is arriving here from
Washington to expand coopera-
tion on counter-terrorism

The team is led by the State De-
partment’s pointman on counter-
terrorism, Francis X. Taylor. The
13-member delegation also in-
cludes representatives of key in-
telligence and  investigative
agencies.

Incidentally, the Director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), Robert Muller, will also be
here to hold talks with his coun-
terpart in the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI). He is also ex-
pected to meet the chief of the
Intelligence Bureau, K.P Singh.

Besides, the chief of the U.S.
Defence Intelligence Agency

(DIA), Thomas Wilson, is also be-
ginning a visit to India on Mon-

to work out ways tpo fig

day. Admiral Wilson is expected
to exchange views with the Direc-
tor-General of Military Intelli-
gence. His  visit  assumes
significance in the light of India’s
decision to develop a tri- service
intelligence agency headed by a
three-star General or his counter-
parts in the Air Force and Navy.
The Indian side to the Joint
Working Group meeting on coun-
ter-terrorism is led by the Joint
Secretary (Americas), Jayant Pra-
sad, and includes representatives
from the Intelligence Bureau, the
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), the National Security
Council, the Defence Ministry,
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security and Army headquarters.
Significantly, the two sides will
look at the implementation of the
U.N. Security Council resolution
1373 that urges all countries to
banish terrorism from their soil.
According to Indian officials, the
resolution has a bearing on Pakis-

tan, as a large number of terrorists
are suspected to be operating
from there. The U.S. coordinator
on worldwide implementation of
the resolution, Ted McNamara, is
part of the team.

Four key ares

The fourth meeting of the Indo-
U.S. Joint Working Group, there-
fore, will focus on four key areas.
First, the two delegations will ook
at ways to streamline intelligence
sharing and carry out joint inves-
tigations. India has already start-
ed expanding sharing of
intelligence. This includes shar-
ing of radio intercepts of Kashmir
terrorists and their backers in Pa-
kistan. The U.S. side is also likely
to suggest ways to strengthen In-
dia's forensic capabilities.

Second, with infiltration
emerging as a key problem along
the Indo-Pak. border, both sides
are looking at ways to improve
“border management.”

ht terrorism

According to a statement by the

I l
Ministry of External Affairs, India

and the U.S. will launch a “pilot
project for improving border
management. The Los Angeles-
based Sandia Laboratories will be
responsible for this project from
the U.S. side.”

Third, the JWG will launch a
joint initiative to counter cyber
terrorism. This decision is the re-
sult of the Prime Minister’s visit to
Washington in November last.
The national security councils of
the two countries will coordinate
the programme. The military es-
tablishments of the two sides are
also expected to be drawn in the
counter-terrorism exercise. The
two- day dialogue will, for the first
time include internal security as a
major item for discussions.

Fourth, the two delegations will
discuss ways to snap funding of
terrorists and expand cooperation
in this sphere.

—
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DANA MILBANK & PAUL BLUSTEIN
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 19 o ( A\
1 ¥

THE White House coordinated a
multi-front effort last year to help En-
ron Corp settle a dispute with the Indian
government, which the energy company
hoped would deliver $2.3 billion as it
was running out of cash in the weeks be-
fore declaring bankruptcy. According to
government records released on Friday,
the administration’s efforts included
Vice President Dick Cheney’s conversa-
tion with Congress Party leader Sonia
Gandhi and was to involve a personal
appeal by President George Bush to
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

The efforts appeared to have
ended on November §, the day Enron
filed documents with the Securities
and Exchange Commission revising its
financial statements to account for
$586 million in losses. It’s also the day
Enron Chairman Kenneth L. Lay
talked by phone with Treasury Secre-
tary Paul O’Neill about the company’s
dire finances:

The documents released on Friday
provided new details about the Bush
administration’s attempts to aid Enron,
that filed for bankruptcy law protection

in December and now faces Justice De-

partment and congressional investiga-
tions. The administration intensified
government actions just as Enron’s fi-
nancial problems grew severe and the

‘White House admits it
helped Enron lobby with
PM and Sonia for Dabhol

power plan venture reached a moment
of crisis. Those efforts stopped when
the scope of Enron’s spectacular col-
lapse was becoming known worldwide.
In a September 14 letter to Vaj-
payee, Lay said he wanted $1.2 billion
for the cost of the company’s invest-
ment and $1.1 billion for the purchase
of offshore lenders’ debt. The $2.3 bil-
lion total, he wrote, “strikes me as ex-
ceptionally reasonable when compared
to the size of our legal claim,” which |
Enron had put at $4 billion to $5 billion.
I
|

When Lay wrote the leiter, Enron’s
stock had plunged to $32.76 from a high
of $90 in August 2000. At that same
time, the administration working group
was trying to resolve the dispute be-
tween Enron and India. “The acute lack
of progress in this matter has forced
Dabhol to rise to the highest levels of
the United States government,” Peter
Watson, President of lender Overseas
Private Investment Corp, said in a No-
vember 6 message to Principal

'CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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~ Bush Govt dlstancmg itself from Enro“’?

By Sridhar Krishnaswami “Q

WASHINGTON, JAN. 19. Even as the
Republican administration is try-
ing its best to maintain some dis-
tance from the goings-on at Enron
Corporation, the White House has
confirmed that the Vice- Presi-
dent, Dick Cheney, did intervene
with India on behalf of the compa-
ny to make the best out of a power
project.

The Bush administration is
making the point that Mr. Che-
ney’s intervention had nothing to
do with the fact that the Houston-
based company is the biggest po-
litical patron of the President, Ge-
orge Bush, or that of the Grand
Old Party.

Senior officials of the Clinton
administration had also taken up

the case of the Da;)‘)h

fying Mr. Cheney's “‘interdention”
on the ground that the project was
financed in part by the Overseas
Private Investment Corporation

(OPIC), where U.S.
money was involved.

taxpayers’

Mr. Cheney is said to have taken
up the Enron case at a meeting
with the Leader of the Congress
party, Sonia Gandhi, when she
called on him during her visit to
Washington. He is said to have
“mentioned” Enron during the
meeting on June 27, 2000. The
White House has confirmed this,
saying that Mr. Cheney had asked
Ms. Gandhi “‘about the status of
the project”.

What is being pointed out is that

the Cheney-Gandhi meeting took
place just three days after the
Vice-President had a meeting with
the Enron Chairman, Kenneth
Lay, at a forum on energy in Col-
orado. The Commerce Secretary,
Don Evans, said that he and Mr.
Lay had spoken about recovering
losses from the Dabhol project. It
is said that Enron was looking for
“help” to recover $64 million from
the Maharashtra State Electricity
Board.

The White House spokesman,
Ari Fleischer, said on Friday that
there was nothing wrong in any-
one in the administration looking
out to protect America’s jobs and
taxpayers’ money, noting that Mr.
Bush, for example, talked to China
on purchasing a Boeing aircraft.

And in the context of Enron, Mr.
Cheney and India, the stress was
on minimising the risk and loss to
taxpayers as a result of OPIC’s in-

volvement and it had nothing to '

do with the campaign contribu-
tions of Enron.

The White House said that the
exposure of the OPIC to the Dab-
hol project was $160 million in
loans and $180 million in risk in-
surance. The American Export Im-
port Bank had thrown in $300
million in direct loans.

Only a few days before the
Bush-Vajpayee meeting here, the
Enron Chairman had called upon
the Treasury and Commerce Sec-
retaries to apprise them of the
company's financial problems, it
is said.

/
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A DEFINITIVE DE-ESCALATION of the emotion-
ally surcharged crisis across the India-Pakistan
divide and a substantive resumption of dialogue
between the two countries constitute the explo-
ratory purpose of the Powell mission to Islama-
bad and New Delhi at this sensitive juncture.
The U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, seems
to have got on well with his official interlocutors
in both India and Pakistan even as the two sides,
too, allowed him considerable diplomatic elbow
room to manoeuvre. In the event, the new stra-
tegic space that the U.S. has managed to carve
out for itself as regards the undiminished India-
Pakistan estrangement is too conspicuous to be
missed. To recognise the novelty of this emerg-
ing U.S. factor in the India-Pakistan equation is
not to debunk Washington’s intentions in the
present era of its “campaign” against the glob-
alised politics of terrorism. Nor can there be any
doubt whatsover about the moral-political im-
perative of a meaningful effort by both India and
Pakistan to restart bilateral parleys without any
further delay. However, New Delhi should not
lull itself into a false state of triumphalism that
its arguably coercive strategy of exerting diplo-
matic-military pressure on Islamabad is being
vindicated in the context of Washington's cur-
rent activism. In one sense, the endgame in the
present Pakistan-India standoff, traceable di-
rectly to last month’s terrorist strike against Par-
liament House in New Delhi, is not in sight yet.
In a different and more salient perspective, New
Delhi appears oblivious of the possibly long-
term political cost of allowing the U.S. to gain,
however gradually, a decisive strategic presence
insofar as India’s Pakistan policy is concerned.

1f the Powell mission has attained a diplomatic
mystique disproportionate to its portrayal as an
experiment with “ideas”, the reason springs
from the prevailing tendencies of the rulers in

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2002

THE NEW U.S. FACTOR a !

S\
both India and Pakistan to makg common cause
with the United States. A prime\ American con-
cern is that Islamabad’s pact with the Bush ad-
ministration to fight the Taliban-Osama axis of
terror in Afghanistan and pockets of Pakistan it-
self should not be endangered by any other event
or political manifesto. This explains the general
dismay in Pakistan that its Kashmir “cause” may
have been tarnished on account of the perceived
failure of its President, Pervez Musharraf, to re-
sist the American pressure to denounce terror-
ism as an acknowledged aspect of the Kashmir
“struggle” itself. This should also account for
Gen. Powell’s lavish praise for the truly positive
thrust of Gen. Musharraf’s latest moves to rein-
vent his country’s ideology.

In measured doses of public diplomacy in Isla-
mabad as also New Delhi, Gen. Powell has not
shed much light on his “ideas” themselves be-
yond tacitly endorsing the call by the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, for a sense of trust
and confidence within the complex Indo-Pakis-
tan spectrum. It is in this context that New Delhi
has agreed to share with Islamabad some addi-
tional “information” and “evidence” so that Gen.
Musharraf could quickly process India’s demand
or “expectation” that he extradite 20 identified
terrorists and criminals. Inextricably linked to
the U.S." diplomacy over issues ranging from
“evidence” to the renewal of India-Pakistan talks
is Gen. Powell’s apparent formula that parleys
might catalyse a de-escalation of the military ten-
sions between the two. He may have also struck
the right note by suggesting that their next phase
of talks need not be Kashmir-centric. In a larger
sense, though, New Delhi should address the
new American paradigm of “friendship” with
both India and Pakistan in the evolving context

of their relative strategic importance to
Washington.
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"Long-term goals score

over near-term discord
India, U.S. sign bilateral mllltary pact

" him to believe the two

By Chidanand Rajghatta \q ‘
Times News Network
WASHINGTON: India and the United
States on Thursday agreed to expand their
military ties in the long-term despite niggling
near-term differences arising from the ten-

sions in the sub-continent.

Defence minister George Fernandes and
US. defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld
held what was described by both sides as
extensive and fruitful discussions aimed at
securing a firmer footing for a military rela-
tionship between the two countries that has
been chimerical at best.

In a joint press conference with Mr
Rumsfeld, the defence minister harked back
to the on-off nature of the
ties but said Thursday’s
talks, which he described
as a milestone, had led

countries were in forward
movement.

Mr Rumsfeld
announced that the two
sides had signed a bilater-
al military agreement that B

would enable the
exchange of classified mil-
itary information.

Although questions about
the controversial Phalcon Rum
deal hung over the meet-
ing, both sides chose to
underplay it against the

ON THE DEFENSIVE

areas of disagreement between the two sides
although both men chose to express them
obliquely. As with other Bush administration
officials, Mr Rumsfeld too emphasised the
need for de-escalation in the region follow-
ing Gen Musharraf’s speech last week and
the actions he is taking as a follow-up.

“I am personally persuaded that (Gen)
Musharraf is acting on his words,” Mr
Rumsfeld said.

Mr Fernandes said he had reason to
believe that sooner or later issues between
India and Pakistan would be on the way to a
resolution. But as of now, the situation on
the border had not changed. Terrorist
attacks were also continuing in Jammu and
Kashmir. He offered no
commitment to stand
down. As a precondition
for any de-escalation, Mr
Fernandes said New Delhi
was prepared to discuss
¢f with Islamabad any prob-
i lem the latter may have in
handing over the six
Pakistani terrorists on
India’s ‘wanted list’, but
made it clear that those of
Indian origin should be
handed in immediately.

S. secretary of defence Donald He said it was only
sfeld and defence minister
George Fernandes address the
press at the Pentagon on Thursday.

when India realised that
Pakistan had taken specif-
ic and concrete steps to
end cross-border terror-

larger agenda of expanded military ties.

Mr Fernandes questioned the authenticity
of media reports that Washington was lean-
ing on Israel to defer the sale of the Phalcon
airborne warning system to India. “I don’t
think the U.S. has put any pressure..there is
no substance to the report,” he said. Mr
Rumsfeld, who was standing by his side, did
not contradict him,

Mr Fernandes also indicated that New
Delhi was interested in procuring other mil-
itary items and technology from the U.S. He
specifically mentioned the light combat air-
craft project, which began as a joint effort in
the mid-1980s and has since languished, and
suggested the two sides could revive cooper-
ation in this sphere.

However, there were some perceptible

ism that one could discuss the withdrawal of
troops from the frontier.

Echoing the words of Secretary of State
Colin Powell in New Delhi, Mr Rumsfeld
said de-escalation was a decision for India
and Pakistan, and not for the United States
to make.

Earlier, officials from both sides played
down the Phalcon controversy. Ahead of Mr
Fernandes’ meetings with National Security
Adpviser Condoleeza Rice and Mr Rumsfeld,
USS. officials said they supported the deal in
principle and were only concerned with the
timing of the sale and the technological
parameters of the system. ¥ndian officials
were sanguine about the transaction and
said that as far as they were concegned, the
deal was as good as done. /n
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/U.S. will not hurt Indian
interests over Kashmirs,

By K. Subrahmanyam

NEW DELHI: If the U.S. does not
mediate on the Kashmir issue, it
will not be for want of effort on the
part of bulk of our media — both
print and electronic — to promote
such mediation. All the assertions
of former president Clinton,
President Bush and Secretary of
State Colin Powell cannot per-
suade a large number of Indian
commentators and TV anchor per-
sons that the U.S. does not have a
secret agenda to mediate on the
Kashmir issue to which India
would sooner or later have to suc-
cumb.

The Americans are more famil-
iar with India’s stand on various
issues than perhaps some of our
commentators. They remember
that they could not armtwist India
on the Kashmir issue even when
India needed U.S. military help in
1963. Indira Gandhi stood firm on
her Vietnam stand even when pres-
ident Johnson was holding back
wheat shipments needed by
famine-stricken  Bihar. India

refused to sign the NPT and CTBT.
And India went ahead and liberat-
ed Bangladesh when 104 nations
voted to stop the war in the UN
general assembly.

The US. attorney general recus-
es himself from the Enron case
because he received a campaign
contribution from them. The US.
had sided with Pakistan on the
Kashmir issue during the four
decades of the cold war under pres-
sure from the British, though under

= NEWS ANALYSIS ==

information now released, we
know George Marshall, who was
U.S. Secretary of State at that time,
was of the firm view that the acces-
sion of the state of Jammu and
Kashmir to the Indian union was
unassailable. Decency and fairness
require that a nation with such a
long-term partisan record on the
dispute cannot play the role of a
mediator or facilitator.

Today’s India and Pakistan are
vastly different from that of the
1950’s and °‘60s. India is even less
vulnerable to pressure than in

2
G\’ \0\\\

those days and Pakistan is no _
longer a cold war U.S. ally. Though
General Musharraf may be an ally
in the war against terrorism as
India is too, Pakistan is today a self-
condemned breeding ground of
extremism and terrorism.
Thousands of Pakistanis, according
to Gen Musharraf, have been
killed fighting the Northern
Alliance and US. special forces in
Afghanistan.

The US. is fighting this war to
uphold muiti-culturalism. Handing
Kashmir over to Pakistan would
violate that norm and will be a
reward for religious extremism —
emboldening the two-nation theo-
ry. The US. today wants to pre-
serve multi-culturalism in Bosnia,
Kosovo, Macedonia and else-
where.

When the Americans say they
will help in Kashmir if they are
requested by both parties, they are
aware that they will never get that
invitation from Delhi. It is precise-
ly that confidence which makes
them comfortable jrf making such
statements.

A
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Now, US hands Indla terror list

Chandan Nandy ()
New Delhi, January 18 7

THE FBI has given New Delhi
the names of about 30 suspect-
ed al-Qaida terrorists of Indian
origin who were trained in
camps in Taliban-ruled Afgha-
nistan.

The local FBI representative
here handed over the list to
senior Indian security officials
as part of the “‘incremental”
cooperation between Washing-
ton and New Delhi in Intelli-
gence sharing.

Some of these Indians have
been arrested by the Hameed
Karzai regime and US authori-
ties in Afghanistan. At least
three are known to be under
arrest in Hyderabad, Andhra
Pradesh. They do not include the
Hyderabad duo — Ayub Al
Khan alias Syed Gul Mohammad
Shah, and Mohammad Azmath
Jaweed — who were arrested at
Forth Worth, Texas, soon after

the September 11 attacks. .

The list includes the name of
Mohammad Afroze who had
been arrested by the Mumbai
police in October. Afroze had
confessed that before Septem-
ber 11, he underwent pilot train-
ing in Australia, United King-
dom and the US.

Highly-placed sources said
the information supplied by the
FBI ““is being processed” by
Indian security agencies within
and outside the country. The al-
Qaida’s Indian connection will
be discussed in detail between
US and Indian Intelligence offi-
cials at the joint working group
on terrorism which meets on
January 21 and 22.

During the meetings, Indian
officials are expected to
impress upon the 20-member
US team to apply pressure on
Pakistan to hand over the 20 ter-
rorists and criminals wanted
by New Delhi.

Early next week, Home Min-

istry 0fﬁc1als will “brief” a vis-
iting delegation of British MPs
not only on Pakistan-sponsored
cross-border terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir but also
in other parts of the country.
In this context, security
experts feel that the Indian Gov-
ernment should have pursued
leads on the links of Indian
nationals, including some non-
resident Indians based in some
of the Gulf countries, with the
al-Qaida. Officials said New
Delhi could have sent Intelli-
gence officials to Afghanistan to
interrogate the arrested Indi-
ans especially when investigat-
ing agencies of other countries,
including Egypt and Yemen,
whose nationals were found to
be part of the al-Qaida, did so.
“The move to send Indian
officials to Afghanistan which
could have yielded vital infor-
mation did not occur to the
political establishment,” a top

official said. /

SS Ray heckled at
Presidency

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, January 18

FORMER CHIEF Minister Sid-
dhartha Shankar Ray was heck-
led by students of the Presidency
College today. Ray had gone to the
college to donate photographs of
the college football team he had
in his personal collection.

Late this morning, Ray
reached the college and went up
to the Principal’s room. Some
students belonging to the pro-
Naxalite Presidency College Stu-
dents’ Association (PCSA) gath-
ered outside and began shouting
slogans against Ray, who is cred-
ited with crushing the Naxal
movement in the “70s.

The small police contingent
posted on the campus had to
intervene to prevent the agitat-
ing students getting to Ray. How-
ever, the former Chief Minister
remained unruffled
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puts onus on Pak

New Delhi-Islamabad dialogue can’t be Kashmir-centric, says Secretary of State

HT Correspondent ‘ ‘D‘)
New Delhi, January 18 q N
COLIN POWELL today said the
resumption of the Indo-PaK dia-
logue will depend on “further
action” by Islamabad on New
Delhi’'s demands for ending
cross-border terrorism.

“I think we are on a path that
will lead to restoration of dia-
logue and confidence -building,”
he said at a joint Press confer-
ence with Jaswant Singh. “But it
will take further action before
we take that path.”

Later, he told NDTV that any
Indo-Pak dialogue could not be
Kashmir-centric. Only hours
earlier in Islamabad, Musharraf
had repeated his old line that
Kashmir was the core issue
between India and Pakistan.

India today gave Powell an
encouraging sign, hinting for
the first time that it was willing
to distinguish between officially
backed cross-border terrorism
and post-January 12 incidents
like yesterday’s market bombing
in Jammu. Jaswant Singh
acknowledged that some Pak-
istani groups may be out to sab-
otage Musharraf’s promises,
saying: “We are mindful that in
this critical juncture there
would be demented elements
who would step up violence.”

In Washington, George Fer-
nandes too struck a note of rea-
sonableness, saying India is pre-
pared to discuss with Pakistan
any problem it might have in
handing over the six Pakistani
terrorists on India’s wanted list.
He said he was sure the tension
would be defused sooner or later.

Powell said he had a “most
productive” meeting with Vaj-
payee. “I leave here very encour-
aged that we can find a solution
to this troubling situation. We

P

[

exchanged a number of ideas on
how we can move forward.”

Asked when the Indo-Pak dia-
logue could resume, he said it
was a matter to be resolved by
the two countries.

Jaswant said the central
thought shared by the Prime
Minister and Powell was the ear-
liest restoration of confidence.
The Foreign Minister, however,
didn’t pass up the chance for a
dig at Islamabad.

He said that of the 20 terror-
ists wanted by India, 14 were
Indians. Details of their where-
abouts had been given to Islam-
abad. “These are wanted terror-
ists, written about in Pakistani
journals. It is not they are hid-
ing in caves in Karachi... there
are no caves in Karachi.”

Powell admitted that the Indi-
an demand for their handover
was valid. “A copy of the addi-
tional information given by India

to Pakistan on them was given to
us. We hope President Musharraf
will do all that is appropriate.”

But the US isn’t setting Mu-
sharraf a deadline.

India today handed over to
Pakistan additional evidence
that the 20 on the wanted list
were involved in various crimes
and terrorist acts in the country.

The evidence was given to
Pakistani Deputy High Commis-
sioner Jaleel Abbas Jilani by

AP PHOTO

THEY CALL HIM PM: Colin Powell grins as a foreign journalist addresses a biushing Jaﬂswam Singh as ‘Mr Prime Minister’ in New Delhi on Friday.

Arun K Singh; Joint Sécretary
in the Foreign Ministry .

Meanwhile ' in Islamabad,
Musharraf accused India of
sending out “fluctuating signals”
on easing tensions and outlined
his own approach to resolving
the Kashmir dispute.

He repeated his formula that
both countries should begin a
dialogue, followed by the recog-
nition of Kashmir a core
issue.
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W Times News Network

NEW DELHI: As part of American back-door diplo-
macy intended to ease Indo-Pak tension, former US.
secretary of state Henry Kissinger on Thursday met
several top Indian leaders. The meetings took place
just as Secretary of State Collin Powell was engaging

/ jQ Kissinger talks Kashmir
"~ with Pant and Advani

war against Afghanistan, but when India was attacked
by Pakistan-based terrorists, it was asking India to
observe restraint—Mr Kissinger said, “The U.S. has
made it clear that it is opposed to any state- sponsored
terrorism, no matter where it emanates from.” He
said the U.S. extended “strong support” to the Indian

the government.
In the morning, Mr
Kissinger held extensive dis-

e N RIS TRAT Y

H. Kissinger

with Mr Advani, Mr
Kissinger said, “T am here to
educate myself and not to push through any poli-
tics.” However, he emphasised that the U.S. favoured
a peaceful resolution of the Kashmir issue and the
beginning of a new relationship between India and
Pakistan.

Asked bluntly why America was adopting double-
standards—when the U.S. was attacked, it declared a

! ¥ The U.S. has made it

government for playing a
constructive role in the fight
against terrorism. He then

cussiqnslwitl; t{le Ctentre’s clear that it is atclldefid_“!n%ia émtd Pz}kis:ﬁn
principal interlocutor on posedto an should join hands to solve the
Jammu and Kashmir K.C. op| y Kashmir problem.”

Pant alﬁd latﬁr in the state-sponsored Earlier, é\/{)r UKSissinger,
evening he met home minis- 3 ; accompanied by U.S. ambas-
ter L.K. Advani at his North terrorism, :':i;“amr irjtldolr) Rober‘((i I?;lliaCkwmd mkft
Block office. Emerging whe r Pant and discussed the
from an hour-long meeting emanates m’ situation prevailing in the

Kashmir Valley. The leg-
endary Amercian foreign
policy expert had earlier said he was on a private visit
to India and that he did not have any specific agenda.

Sources said Mr Kissinger, who was accompanied
by a team of experts, discussed the Kashmir issue
extensively with both Mr Pant and Mr Advani
besides deliberating on steps to de-escalate tensions
on the Indo-Pakistan border.
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~ Dialogue
) only way

out: Powell

NEW DELHI, Jan. 17. — The “ideas” the
US secretary of state wishes to share with
India remained unclear today. All
General Coiln Powell divulged was his
anxiety to see a dialogue resume between
the two countries on all issues, including
Kashmir.

Gen Powell failed to convince India
that it should back down on keeping up
pressure on Pakistan.

Gen Powell will meet Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee  and  the
national security advisor,
Mr - Brajesh Mishra,
tomorrow. Addressing a
joint press conference
with Mr Jaswant Singh,
the US secretary of state
said he wants to share his
ideas with the Prime
Minister and Mr Mishra
before disclosing them to
the rest of the world.

Gen Powell is on a
whirlwind tour of South
Asia, (having already |}
visited Islamabad and §°
Kabul over the past two '
days) and on his way to a
donor’s conference,
scheduled to be held in §

N
t was entirely for New Delhi to decide
. whether Islamabad had created

conditions conducive to de-escalating
tensions along the border and between
the two countries, he said. Gen Powell
mentioned some of the actions General
Pervez Musharraf has taken against
terrorists, including arresting militants
and closing down offices of terrorist
outfits.

“The question of Kashmir has to be
resolved by a direct dialogue between the
two countries,” he said in response to a
question, and “America is always stan
ding by to help our
friends.”

“We are anxious to see
a dialogue resume on all
of these issues, including
Kashmir,” he said.

Asked when
“diplomatic sanctions”
on Pakistan would be
removed, the external
affairs minister said he
did not know what
“diplomatic sanctions”
were, but “as soon as we
see demonstration on
the ground, we will
respond positively.”

India has welcomed
the Pakistani President’s
! speech on Saturday,

Tokyo from Monday. B | which largely focussed
After a one-on-one ‘ ¥ | on reforming internal
meeting  with  the __/ Pakistani polity and
external affairs minister, e | i society.

he told reporters late Powsll arrives in Delhi —AP/PTI “I wish that his

tonight that India would provide more
cvidence on the list of 20 criminals and
terrorists wanted in the country and as he
understood it, Pakistan had not ruled out
handing them over. “The more evidence
we can provide, the better,” he said,
indicating that Pakistan would have to act
in that case.

He reiterated that the USA had no
intention of mediating between India and
Pakistan.

statement does translate into action as it
would greatly contribute to the fight
against international terrorism,” Mr Singh
said, when asked whether India would
restore air links and full diplomatic
relations with Pakistan. “We will not be
found wanting.”

India to keep up pressure, page 2
Editorial: Not enough, page 4
Powell vows to rebuild Kabul, page 6
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America favours Israel’s
Phalcon sale to India

WASHINGTON/LONDON, Jan. 16. — The USA
has said it supports the sale of Israeli Phalcon
Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS)
and Arrow anti-missile system to India but was
considering the system’s capability and timing.

“1 will say in response to some of the recent
press reports [ saw regarding transfer of a Phaicon
radar to India, that we actually support the
transfer.

We are discussing with the government of Israel
on the capabilities and timing related to that,”
state department spokesman Mr Phil Reeker said
yesterday.

Mr Reeker did not totally deny that the USA
may advise Israel to consider the timing of the
transfer, specially when India and Pakistan are on
the brink of war.

He said:“We always encourage other countries,
including Israel, to take into account the impact of
their weapons sale.”

A senior American State Department official
flew to Israel yesterday in an apparent effort to
delay the projected sale of advanced radar planes
to India.

Mr John Bolton, the undersecretary for arms
control and international security, plans talks in
Israel the rest of the week.

A department spokesman, Philip Reeker, said
Bolton had gone to Israel “for regular US-Israel
consultations on nonproliferation matters.”

Israel would like to sell Phalcon airborne early-
warning radar planes to India, with which it has
developed a military relationship.

Yielp 1911

The technology is entirely Israel’s, so US
permission technically is not required. Even so,
Israel advised the Bush administration and
appeared to have US approval, from it as well as
the Clinton administration earlier.

But with a tense military stand-off persisting
between Indis and Pukistan, the administration is
trying to persuade Israel tw defer the sale,
according to diplomatic sources who insisted on
anonymity.

Reeker hinted as much. He said “we actually
support the transfer,” but that the United States
was consulting with Israel “about the transfer,
including the system’s capabilities and the timing.”
Also up in the air is Israel’s hopes to sell its
advanced Arrow anti-missiles to Turkey and
possibly other countries.

The Arrow, which has been tested successfully,
was produced jointly with the United States so US
permission is required.

IAF deal: The Indian Air Force is reportedly
considering adding stealth modifications to its
existing fleet of MiG-21Bis fighters in order to
upgrade them to MiG-21-93 standard, a leading
defence weekly has said.

The recommendations in this regard were made
by the Russian Aircraft Corporation. The
recommendations came after exhaustive trials 18
months ago at the Soko! aircraft plant in Nizhniy,
which is located in Novgorod in Russia.

During the exercises both the Indian and
Russian officials were witness to the Russian
stealth capabilities, which were showcased
specially for the visiting Indian defence ministry
officials.
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-~ Israel urged to defer arms s

a9

WASHINGTON, Jan.15 The Bush
administration has urged Israel to defer selling
weapons technology to India in light of the current
crisis with Pakistan, a senior US official said today.

He said the message was delivered to Israeli
officials last week and added, “I think Israel is
listening”. “There are some military sales quest-
ions that the Israelis have raised that posed
problems for us and we’ve told them about that,”
said the official, on condition of anonymity.

“These are sales they want to make to the
Indians where we’ve basically said this is not the
right time to be selling to either side anything,
frankly,” he said.

After the establishment of full diplomatic ties in
1992, the two countries — bound in part by
concerns about Islamic extremism — have
strengthened defence cooperation, with India

technojogy tra sfer to ?elhl

buyln Lphlstlcated defence equipment from
Israel.

The \senior US official said one area of
American concern involves the Arrow-2 anti-
tactical ballistic missile defence system, a joint US-
Israeli project for which Washington provided a
majority of the development funding.

The Israelis “have talked (with the Indians)
about a number of things. Some they have sold and
some they haven’t. The Arrow anti-missile system
is one,” the official said.

He said, the Arrow sale may violate the Missile
Technology Control Regime, an informal
international agreement aimed at preventing the
spread of most missiles to unstable regions.

“Other sales they (Israelis) want to make don’t
involve that but do involve the question of why
anybody would sell anything — either to the
Indians or the Pakistanis — other than chewing
gum,” the official said.

-~
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 15. Accompanied
by senior officials of his Ministry,
the Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, left for the United States
today as part of a week-long tour
to three countries. On his way
back, Mr. Fernandes will stopover

. in London where he might meet

senior British policy-makers, in-
cluding the Defence Secretary,
Geoffrey Hoon. In between, the
Minister will also visit Canada but
no substantial official engage-
ments have been firmed up so far.

Official sources said Mr. Fer-
nandes would have discussions
with senior American policy mak-
ers and officials on issues relating
to defence cooperation and the
current scenario in the subconti-
nent. Among others, he is sched-
uled to interact with the Defence
Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, and
the National Security Adviser,
Condoleezza Rice.

The ihtention was to maintain *

~Fernandes leaves for, the

the tempo of terrorism and secli-
rity-related dialogue with Wash-
ington which received an impetus
recently with the arrival of Mr.
Rumsfeld here. This was followed
by a meeting of the Defence Pol-
icy Group, the first in four years.
Mr. Fernandes’ visit, at the invita-
tion of Mr. Rumsfeld, was aimed
at furthering this qualitative
change in the field of defence
cooperation.

Apart from furthering military
ties, the relationship between In-
dia and Pakistan would be in the
focus, especially during the inter-
action with the media. Mr. Fer-
nandes is expected to reiterate
New Delhi’s views that the prom-
ises made by the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, must be
translated into action. He will
point out that the current build-
up on the borders was a response
to activities from the other side,
culminating on the attack on Par-
liament, and that India, now,
wanted a permanent solution.

U.S.

AN

While conceding the inevitabil-
ity of disputes dogging interna-
tional relations, the Minister is
expected to cite New Delhi’s ties
with Beijing. Though progress is
slow, headway has been made in
solving the Sino-Indian border
dispute without causing tensions
on the ground. India’s desire to
develop ties with Pakistan in a
similar vein is likely to be high-
lighted.

Considering th composition of
the delegation, iscussions on
sourcing military fhardware from
the U.S. is also \on the cards.
Though Mr. Fernahdes has cate-
gorically denied that he is going
with a “shopping ‘list”, he had
stated that Washington had been
apprised of India's interest in
some hardware and hoped that
their procurement would be
speeded up. The officials accom-
panying him include the Defence
Secretary, Yogendra Narain, and
the Additional Secretary, Defence
Production, Dhirendera Singh.
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FROM IDREES BAKHTIYAR
AND AGENCIES
Islamabad/Dubai, Jan. 15:

Kashmir today slipped back
under international glare after a
visiting US delegation said it had
become a prominent issue, par-
ticularly in America, and called
for its resolution through peace-
ful means.

Islamabad also turned on the
heat asking Gulf countries to
put pressure on New Delhi to
pull back troops from the border
and resume bilateral talks even
as a top Chinese general warned
Delhi not to practise hegemony
in the name of anti-terrorism.

“There is a new opportunity
for dialogue among the Kash-
miris, people of India and cer-
tainly the people of Pakistan,”
Senator Tom Daschle, leader of
the Senate delegation told re-
porters soon after meeting Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf.

Daschle lauded the speech
Musharraf made on Saturday,
describing it as the most mean-
ingful, powerful and consequen-
tial by any leader of the regionin
along time and appreciated the
general’s declaration of rooting
out terrorism.

\ %xe\

The denator called for a need
to capitalise on the “opportuni-
ty” and find ways to spur the
peace process along. “It must
happen through dialogue,” he
said.

Daschle said Americans
want their government to-be
more specific about support to
Pakistan. He said there was a de-
sire to find ways to assist in solv-
ing the Kashmir problem.
“There are ways the US can con-
tinue to show its gratitude, be
the player that needs to be in the
region,” he added.

Senator Smith said Mushar-
raf told them that Pakistanis
want to see a more prominent
American involvement in Kash-
mir, “This is certainly an issue
we will be discussing when we
return to Washington next
week,” he said.

“The administration and the
Congress needs to find ways to
articulate our recognition to the
importanee of this issue,” he
added. “.«This is an opportunity
to do it more successfully in the
months ahead.”

Daschle expressed gratitude
to both Pakistan and its Presi-
dent for their support in the fight
against terrorism, saying: “We

are not going to be a fair-weather
friend but a country indebted
and grateful to the people of Pak-
istan for their extraordinary
support.”

“We will return this grati-
tude in years to come,” Smith
added.

America’s assurance coincid-
ed with Islamabad’s move to
send two special envoys to Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates to brief the three
countries onthe India-Pakistan
standoff.

“We expect our brothers and
friends in the Middle-East to put
pressure on the other side to
enter into negotiations to re-
solve the problem peacefully and
avoid war in the region,” minis-
ter for communications and rail-
ways Lt-Gen. (retd) Javed Ashraf
said.

Ashraf, an ISI director dur-
ing the Taliban’s rise in
Afghanistan, is accompanied by
former minister Ejaz-ul-Hagq.

The Pakistani media today
termed India’s response to
Musharraf’s pledge against ter-
rorism “positive” but urged the
US to impress upon Delhi to re-
sume normal diplomatic rela-
tions with Islamabad.

puts qlgﬁshgrggr under slobal'glare

“Washington should urge
New Delhi to waste no time to re-
sume normal diplomatic rela-
tions, call off other measures it
has taken in the meantime, and
guickly thin out the troops on
the border,” The Nation said in
its editorial.

The US should not disengage
itself after the cooling down of
tensions and should seriously
address its attention to resolving
the Kashmir issue, it added.

The Dawn said India seems
to have been put on the defensive
by Musharraf’s address and will
need a face-saving breathing
space before it can begin to react
positively.

“There is also hope that the
positive response to the address
may help dissipate the ominous
war clouds that have gathered
over the subcontinent,” it said.

In Beijing, the chief of staff
of the People’s Liberation Army,
General Fu Quanyou, told Pak-
istan’s General Muhammad Aziz
Khan that China hoped the
neighbours wouid ease the cur-
rent tension and seek solution
through dialogue, the official
Xinhua news agency reported.
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Minister set for
America trip

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan. 14: Defence
minister George Fernandes
leaves for the US tomorrow, a lit-
tle stiff with Washington becau-
seit did not give India the blank-
cheque of support in its fight
against cross-border terrorism.

The defence minister today
said there was no room for the
US to act either as a “mediator”
on Kashmir — because India be-
lieved it was a bilateral issue —
nor as a “facilitator” of talks be-
cause Prime Minister A.B. Vaj-
payee and President Pervez
Musharraf have spoken.

The defence minister was at
pains to dismiss a report that US
Ambassador Robert Blackwill
had been visiting the defence
ministry in South Block fre-
quently in recent weeks to per-
suade India to de-escalate ten-
sion on the border. “The US am-
bassador expresses his country's
point of view. Over a period of
several months I have had just
five or six meetings with him,
Fernandes said.

In the weeks leading to
Musharraf’s speech on Saturday
evening, Fernandes had at least
twice expressed his displeasure
over a perceived chink in the ar-
mour of the “global coalition
against terrorism” — that ter-
rorism to Pakistan’s west was
more targeted than terrorism in
Pakistan’s east.

Fernandes at the news
meet. Picture by Rajesh Kumar

On the eve of his visit, Ferna-
ndes was circumspect, confining
himself to the task that the coali-
tion must set for itself rather
than being critical of the US.

“The global coalition must lo-
ok at not just Afghanistan but all
other areas where terror has be-
come a matter of concern for the
people at large,” he told a news
conference at the Foreign Corre-
spondents’ Club of South Asia.

“You would appreciate that
this assumes significance partic-
ularly when the terror happens
to be perpetrated and/or sup-
ported by another country in the
neighbourhood. It is the con-
stant effort of India at highlight-
ing these concerns at a global
level, that have led finally to not
only the admission of cross-bor-
der terrorism but also to a tough
process in the direction of stop-
ping such mindless terrorism,”
Fernandes said.

But his wariness in appear-
ing too close to the Americans
will not deter him from picking
up the threads from US defence
secretary Donald Rumsfeld’s
visit to India in November and
seek to broaden and deepen mi-
litary-to-military cooperation.

During his visit, the Fernan-
des-led delegation will follow up
on the revived India-US Defence
Policy Group and the executive
steering groups on military
equipment, sales and supplies. A
number of joint exercises by the
Indian and US navies are also on
the cards. It is possible the two
sides might clear the decks for
the General Security of Military
Information Agreement.

Fernandes said relations
with China are “very correct and
friendly”. “We are on threshold
of giving new impetus to these
relations during the ongoing
visit of China’s Prime Minister
Zhu Rongji.”

Fernandes also expressed the
hope that relations with Pak-
istan can reach the point that
New Delhi and Beijing have
reached in sorting out mutual
disputes, such as those on the
border.

Students sit by a barbed-wire fence as they attend school in a village on the international

border with Pakistan. (AFP)

Samata tri-axis plan

FROM KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, Jan. 14: Defence
minister George Fernandes’
Samata Party has proposed a
strategic alliance between India,
Russia and China to counter the
US, which, the party feels, has
gained a toehold in Kyrgyztan
and Uzbekistan using the global
coalition against terrorism.

A strategic India-Russia-
China alliance is the need of the
hour not only for fighting Islam-
ic fundamentalists but also to
counter the “dominance of a sin-
gle power”, the Samata feels.

power dominance,” said Samata
spokesperson and chairman of
the party’s international depart-
ment Shambhu Shrivastwa,
without naming the US.

“We should not lose sight of
the fact that the former Soviet re-
publics — Kazakhstan, Tajik-
istan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyztan
and Uzbekistan — are strategi-
cally placed global players,” he
said. The region has the second
largest oil and gas reserve after
West Asia.

Way baekK in 1999, Fernandes
had reatised the importance of
theregion and had asked Shri-

All the three countries, espe- _vastwa to prepare a note for the

cially China, are worried over””
the American presence at théir
doorstep. The US has se
on the oil reserves i
as the situation in West Asiamay
not serve their interest for long,
analysts feit.

“India should develop closer
ties with Russia and China so
that the region (the Central
Asian republics) does not be-
come a future place of single-

external affairs ministry, the
spokesman said.

The note had warned that if
India did not take interest in the
region, the US and Pakistan will
and that is what has happened. It
was easy handling them as bar-
ring Tajikistan all the other
states are secular and literate
being formerly under Commu-
nist rule, Shrivastwa said.

The US was allowed to set up

base in Uzbekistan on October 2
in return for funds and a prom-
ise to fight the Taliban-backed
fundamentalists who were try-
ing to destabilise the regime
there. Subsequently, the US was
allowed a base in Kyrgyztan.

Party sources said Fernan-
des has met the ambassadors of
some of these republics to sew
up strategic tie-ups but did not
pursue the matter as eyebrows
were raised in the foreign min-
istry which felt their domain
was being encroached upon.

The party sources, however,
rubbished reports that Fernan-
des had differences with foreign
minister Jaswant Singh on the
handling of the situation in the
wake of the terrorist attack on
Parliament.

The Samata note had in 1999
suggested setting up an Indo-
Central Asia Forum to promote
understanding between India
and the former Soviet republics.
These countries share their in-
ternational border with China,
Afghanistan and PoK.

Militants
shifted to Tihar

New Delhi, Jan. 14 (PTI): At
least 10terrorists, including four
Pakistanis and two Afghans,
have been shifted from prisons
in Jammu and Kashmir to Tihar
jail for security considerations,
police sources said today.

The terrorists were taken out
of Jammu and Kashmir after
tension mounted between India
and Pakistan and authorities did
not want to take any chances on
security, the sources added.

Some other terrorists were
also moved to prisons in Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan, they
said.

There have been several jail-
break incidents in Jammu and
Kashmir recently.

Jaish-e-Mohammad  chief
Masood Azhar was lodged in
Kote Balwal prison in Jammu
from where he was released in
exchange for 155 hostages of the
hijacked Indian Airlines plane
in 1999. Tihar, considered one of
the safest prisons, houses 200 ter-
rorists, jail director-general Ajay
Agarwal said.

L7 :
es no US role in Kashmir

GV

BJP split

~over
Pervez
address

FROM OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Jan.14: The BJP ap-
peared divided and confused
over its reaction to Pervez
Musharraf’s address to his na-
tion on Saturday. While the party
central leadership hardened its
stand, the Jammu and Kashmir
unit of the BJP termed the ad-
dress as “courageous and revoly-
tionary” and said India should
“reciprocate the hand of friend-
ship”.

Forty-eight hours after
Musharraf’s address, BJP presi-
dent Jana Krishnamurthi said:
“When Musharraf was expected
and required to walk a metre to-
wards India, he has chosen to
walk a kilometre length for
America and other Western
countries. India isnot going to be
convinced by talks bereft of ac-
tion.”

“The BJP is of the firm view
that Pakistan must take positive
action towards normalising its
relationship with India and only
then it can expect India to recip-
rocate it,” Krishnamurthi said.

He said the steps Musharraf
spelt out to curb terrorist outfits
and activities appeared to be in-
tended for consumption by those
countries that had been exerting
pressure on Pakistan to re-
nounce terrorism. . :

On Musharaff’s stand on
Kashmir, Krishnamurthi said:
“It is nothing but a repetition of
(the) old stand of Pakistan.” -

The BJP’s Jammu and Kash-
mir unit termed Musharraf’s ad-
dress as “courageous and revolu-
tionary,” and added that India
should reciprocate the “hand of
friendship” extended by him, ac-.
cording to an agency report from
Srinagar.

“Musharraf’s  announce-
ment to root out external and in-
ternal extremism from Pakistan
and his preparedness to resolve
all issues, including Kashmir,
with India through peacefyl dia-
logue should be encouraged,”
said state BJP senior vice-presi-
dent Abdul Rashid Kabuli. “The
hand of friendship extended by
the Pakistan President towards
Prime Minister Vajpayee should
be reciprocated.”

Kabuli urged the heads of the
two countries to adopt a realistic
and far-sighted strategy to de-
fuse tension on the border and .
save the people from war.

Supporting home minister
L.K. Advani’s statement that
Pakistan must act sincerely, de-
cisively, demonstrably and
speedily, Krishnamurthi said:
“The entire political spectrum of
our country has come to the con-
clusion that it will await Pak-
istan’s action.”

Pakistan must realise that
India’s clear-cut stand on Kash-
mir has been spelt out in the
unanimous resolution passed by
Parliament in 1994, he said.

Musharraf must also re-
member the categorical state-
ment made by Vajpayee that
“our war is not against Pakistan
and only against terrorism,” he
said. “A reciprocatory statement
that Pakistan will not wage war
against India is conspicuously
missing in (the) President’s ad-

dress.”
P
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NEW YORK, JAN. 13. The \ njon
Home Minister, LK. Advani, has
said that the Bush administration
had sought more measures from
Islamabad in order to de-escalate
tensions along the border.

“I'm happy to note that Presi-
dent (George W.) Bush and his
colleagues agreed that positive
statements against  terrorism
should be accompanied by addi-
tional action by Pakistan,”” Mr. Ad-
vani told a news conference.

He hinted that he was satisfied
with the talks held with various
U.S. government officials, includ-
ing Mr. Bush since his arrival in
Washington on January 8. The
Home Minister said his visit has
three purposes — expressing soli-

darity with the U.S. in its anti-tér

ror campaign, thanking Washing-
ton for support to New Delhi’s
struggle against the menace, and
chalking out ways to defeat terror-
ism decisively and speedily.

“I return to India at the end of a
six-day visit to this great country
with the satisfaction of having ac-
complished all three purposes...
The U.S. and India are the inde-
structible twin towers of democra-
cy”, he said. “The visit has been
memorable for me for several rea-
sons. Among them is the opportu-
nity I had to visit Ground Zero, the
site of the collapsed twin towers of
the World Trade Center,” he said.

Mr. Advani thanked Washing-
ton for “understanding” how In-
dia has suffered because of
Pakistan-sponsored  extremism
for about two decades. — UNI
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By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News Network

WASHINGTON: Greeting home

minister LK. Advani with south-

etn charm and praising his candour
with disarming words, US.

President George W. Bush on

Thursday firmly but discreetly

committed his administration’s

support to the Indian campaign to
force Pakistan into fully renounc-
ing terrorism.

While the diplomatic outcome of
the meeting—U.S. backing for
India’s drive against Pakistani ter-
rorism—was widely anticipated,

. given Secretary of State Colin
| Powell’s remarks ,
on Thursday, it was
the political mes-
sage from Mr Bush
that came as a sur-
prise.

“Your reputa-
tion precedes you, Hi
Mr Home }
Minister. I believe
you are very direct
and blunt. I like B
that,” Mr Bush ===
told the home minister, after breez-
ing into Mr Advani’s meeting with
national security adviser
Condoleeza Rice.

Mr Bush spent 20 minutes with
Mr Advani, and some of his
remarks suggested that the admin-
istration recognised both Mr
Advani’s status and his hardline
views and was at ease with them.

While it was obvious that Mr
Bush had been briefed about Mr
Advani by the national security
council staff and U.S. ambassador to
India Robert Blackwill (who was
present on the occasion), he used his
own unique Texas brand of humour
to send home some messages.

At one point, Mr Bush joked
that he had once been called a
“Toxic Texan’, but the responsibility

'“Toxic Texan’,.
tough Advani " "
echo home truths

of power had seen him act with
great care and deliberation.

It was not a good day at the
office for Mr Bush. Dark clouds of
impropriety wafted over his
administration on Thursday morn-
ing vis-a-vis the bankruptcy of
Enron, the Texas firm with close
connections to him and the
Republican Party. But like his
predecessor, Mr Bush appears to
have the ability to compartmen-
talise problems. There was little
hint of tension or worry in the 20
minutes he spent with Mr Advani.

The US. President told Mr
Advani about his favourite world
. leader—no, not

Tony Blair, but
Russia’s Vladimir
Putin. The two got
*: @ along so famously
during Mr Putin’s
§ visit to the White
1 House last
@ November that
Mr Bush, with an
eame;t earthiness
R that has become

BN his  trademark,
told the Russian leader, “You’re
the kind of guy I like to have in a
foxhole with me.”

While the Indian leadership is still
far from acquiring foxhole compan-
jonship status, Mr Advani emerged
quite pleased from the meeting and
told newspersons that he was happy
about the assurances from the high-
est executive that Pakistan would be
pressed to renounce its policy of ter-
rorism against India. A wire service
story reported that Mr Bush said
that he expected Gen Musharraf to
“take all necessary steps in fighting
terror..and abandon terror as an
instrument of state policy”. But
officials said he was more circum-
spect and did not directly endorse
the Indian view that Pakistan uges
terrorism as a “state policy”.
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-Advani in America

\
L ut can our olltlcal class pull together?

Agart from the list of 42 wanted terrorists LK Advani handed
ver to US attorney-general John Ashcroft, he has included
the whereabouts of 14 Taliban leaders currently in Pakistan,
which is a good way of making the point that with the demise of
the Taliban the locus of Islamic terrorism has migrated east of
the Durand line. Some parts at least of Advani’s message
appear to getting across, with Washington issuing the strongest
statements so far about Musharraf needing to take further
action against terrorists and not only to end the standoff with
India. US Congressmen visiting Islamabad expressed the view
that Musharraf is about to unveil bold new initiatives in order
to mend relations with India, but Colin Powell has now added
the necessary rider that it is not just a question of what
Musharraf says, but also one of whether he follows it up with
action. In any case, no announcement has been made of the
long-expected speech Musharraf was supposed to deliver today
— an indication that he may be haggling for all he can extract
from the US. Current indications are that he will give the
speech just before Colin Powell’s visit next week, which
suggests that his audience will be Washington rather than the
religious extremists in his backyard. g, -,

Which means that Musharraf’s speech will not really address
the Indian concern of cross-border terrorism. The standoff,
therefore, is likely to continue, but given the US
administration’s intense levels of interest in and scrutiny of
South Asia currently, a shooting war may still be avoided.
There could be more diplomatic and economic sanctions by
India accompanied by, hopefully, discreet pressure from the
US and other Western countries. But India’s diplomatic
offensive is coming unstuck at a crucial juncture — namely, the
haggling between the government and the Congress party
about who is to lead what delegation abroad to explain India’s
poqmon This is the sort of thing that allows the country’s
enemies to treat it as a soft target, while even its sympathisers
have trouble taking it seriously — if terrorism has indeed
brought the country together, how is it that its political class
cannot even agree on the composition of all-party diplomatic
delegations?  Pakistan is responding to India’s moves by
sending delegations of its own to world capitals, and are likely
to be more effective even of they have a worse case, if our
politicians fail us again. In which case, thingg will be much
worse than even the current status quo.

WERERRA
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/" India, U.S.

to discuss

defence tie-ups w\\/\

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, JAN. 10. India and the United States
are expected to hold substantial talks on shar-
ing of military intelligence and explore the pos-
sibility of joint production of military hardware
during the Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes’ week-long visit to the U.S.

Mr. Fernandes will be leaving for the U.S.
after winding up the Army Day celebrations on
January 15 and is expected to return after a
week.

Given the composition of the delegation and
against the backdrop of the Government per-
mitting limited foreign investment in defence
production, forward movement could be ex-
pected in the area of military hardware ex-
changes and joint production of weapons.

High-level sharing of military intelligence is
also likely to be discussed. Both countries have
covered ground in this area, with New Delhi
approving the signing of the General Security
of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA)
which entails a formal acknowledgement by
both countries not to leak confidential infor-
mation about each other’s military hardware
and expertise to third countries.

Apart from exchanging views on the tense
situation on the western border and discussing
security and terrorism-related issues, the dele-
gation is also expected to firm up issues
thrown up by the previous Indo-U.S. meet on
promoting closer military ties. Apart from
sharing of military intelligence and closer ties

in the area of military hardware, the previous
meeting had also touched upon joint exercises
by the armed forces of both countries and
stepped up familiarisation of top level services
personnel.

In his scheduled interactions with the U.S.
Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, as well as
the National Security Adviser, Condoleezza
Rice, Mr. Fernandes is expected to discuss
measures to stop cross-border terrorism by Pa-
kistan.

The official team includes the Defence Sec-
retary Yogendra Narain, the Additional Secre-
tary, Ajay Prasad, the Additional Secretary
(Defence Production & Supplies), Dhirendra
Singh, and the Joint Secretary (Planning and
Coordination), B. K. Roy.

The officials are likely to touch on the finer
points of Indo-U.S. military cooperation which
were extensively discussed at the meeting of
the joint Defence Policy Group (DPG) in De-
cember last year. The DPG is the recently re-
vived institutional mechanism to promote
closer military ties and is headed by top civil-

ian officials from the Defence Ministries of °

both countries.

The military component of the delegation
comprises Vice Admiral S. V. Gopalachari and
Major General S. C. Chopra. Vice Admiral Go-
palachari is at present Assistant Chief of Naval
Staff in-charge of policy and planning while

Major Gen. Chopra is in the implepfentation :

cell at the Army Headquarters
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WASHINGTON/NEW DELH],
Jan. 10. — President George W
Bush today assured Mr LK
Advani that the USA would
press Pakistan for tougher action

against those involved in
terrorist strikes on India.

The US President told the
Home Minister that he expected
General Musharraf to give up
terrorism as an instrument of
state policy as he had done with
regard to the Taliban in Afgha-
nistan.

He said Gen Powell was
committed to expanding the
depth of the exchanges between
the two countries with respect to
economic  activity, military
cooperation and all other areas
of interest.

Mr Bush gave the assurance
when he dropped in at a meeting
between Mr Advani and the US
national security adviser, Ms
Condoleezza Rice, at the White
House.

Speaking ta reporters after the
meeting, the Home Minister
said India appreciated the US
President’s pledge but would

_otherwise reserve judgment. “In

India, Pakistan’s acts will be
judged not by its statements, but
by actions which accompany the
statements.”

Mr Advani said he had
received similar assurapce from
Gen Powell, but “to hear all
this...from the highest executive
in the country makes all the
difference”.

At another press briefing, he
said there were some people who
were copfident that India’s

diplomatic moves and world
pressure would compel Pakistan
to abandon terrorism. “But I'm
not that confident.”

Mr Advani also held talks with
Mr Powell and other top US
officials when he put forward a
four-point charter of demands
Pakistan must comply with to
show its sincerity to combat
terrorism.

. decisively,

Addressing a joint press
conference after the meeting, Mr
Powell said the US was against
all forms of terrorism and it
would work with “friends” until
the scourge was removed
completely. Terming the Indo-
Pak stand-off as “dangerous,” he
said he’d leave for India and

'USA to press Pak
for tougher
-action: Bush

Pakistan on 15 January to try and
cool tension between the neigh-
bours. He is expected to make
additional stopovers, details of
which are yet to be disclosed.

Mr Advani, who also met
Attorney-General John Ashcroft,
warned Islamabad that India
would not take another “betra-
yal” this time around, adding,
“Pakistan must act sincerely,
demonstrably and
speedily” against terrorists.

The touchstone of Pakistan’s
sincerity would be positive
response to India’s four
“legitimate demands”, he said.

Praising Gen Musharraf for
the steps he had taken so far
against terrorist groups, Gen
Powell said ‘the Pakistani
President could do more. He
hoped that the General would
act against the 20 terrorists
whose names feature on the list
India had handed over to
Pakistan. Gen Powell said: “I've
seen the list and 1 know Gen
Musharraf has the list...We've
discussed the list with him (Gen
Musharraf). I know he’s
examining it and I hope he’ll take
appropriate action ... it’s in his
hands ... There is room for
additional work on his part.”

Officials in India eagerly await

+ Gen Musharraf’s speech this

weekend. Officials apprehend
that a grand-standing gesture by
him could go down well in the
Western countries, who then,
could tell India to ease the
pressure. The gestures, officials
fear, could be flashy and insubs-
tantial.

The UN Security Council
today rejected Pakistan’s request
for intervention in Kashmir.

=
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sh expects Musharraf to

take steps agamst terrorism

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 10. The U.S.
President, George W. Bush, has
asked Pakistan to take all neces-
sary steps in fighting terrorism.

Mr. Bush, who “dropped in”
during a meeting between the
Union Home Minister, L K. Adva-
ni, and the U.S. National Security
Adviser, Condoleezza Rice, here
today said the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, had taken
steps as far as the Taliban was
concerned and that he expected
Gen. Musharraf to do the same in
regard to its problems to India.

Mr. Advani told Mr. Bush that
he hoped Pakistan would aban-
don terrorism as state policy.

Earlier, Mr. Advani said that the
time had come for Pakistan to act
“sincerely, decisively, demonstra-
bly and speedily” and that India
shall not take “another betrayal”
this time around.

He conveyed this message to
senior members of the Bush ad-
ministration during the first day
of talks, even while appreciating
what Washington had done thus
far to make Pakistan abandon its
policy on terrorism.

“The touchstone of Pakistan’s
sincerity will be in its positive re-
sponse” to the four “legitimate”
demands of India, he told corre-
spondents at the Embassy of In-
dia following his meetings with
the U.S. Attorney-General, John
Ashcroft, and the Secretary of
State, Colin Powell.

India’s demands, Mr. Advani
reiterated, were the handing over
of 20 terrorists, many of whom
were Indian nationals who were
being sheltered by Islamabad;
closure of facilities, training
camps, arms supply, funding and
all direct and indirect assistance;
stoppage of infiltration of arms
and men from Pakistan into Jam-
mu and Kashmir; and a “categor-
ical and unambiguous
renunciation” of terrorism in all
its manifestations.

Mr. Advani, during his interac-
tion with the press corps, took the

\

The Home Minister, L.K. Advani (left) watches as the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell, speaks to the media, following a
meeting between the two at the State Department in Washington

on Wednesday. — Reuters

position that he remained uncon-
vinced that Islamabad had taken
sufficient steps but held out the
prospect of a peaceful resolution
of the current tension.

“Pakistan has so far neither
shown any sincerity in wanting to
end  cross-border  terrorism
against India, nor taken adequate,
demonstrable and effective steps
in that direction.” He reiterated
that India had been patiently
waiting for Islamabad to act, but
could not say how long this could
last.

Criticising Pakistan’s double
standards in dealing with terror-
ism and ridiculing the distinction
being made between terrorists
and freedom-fighters, Mr. Advani
noted,"‘'we fully agree with Presi-
dent Bush’s exhortation that
there cannot be good terrorists
and bad terrorists.
President Musharraf seems to
think otherwise,” the Home Min-
ister said and stressed that to call
a terrorist a freedom-fighter was
really “incomprehensible and un-

Obviously,

acceptable’”’. Elaborating India’s
demands, Mr. Advani argued that
Pakistan could not have terror as
an instrument of state policy. E-
ven after September 11, every
month we have hundreds of ter-
rorists crossing the LoC or the In-
ternational Border, infiltrating
into India to carry out what we
describe as a proxy war whose es-
sential ingredients are sabotage
and terrorism”. “This has been
happening even though on both
sides of the border we have ar-
mies positioned... a situation in
which infiltration is impossible
unless it is facilitated by one side.
Not even a stray dog can come
across the LoC or the Internation-
al Border unless the State that
side facilitates its crossing over,”
Mr. Advani said.

‘We will not abandon
restraint’

India hoped its own diplomacy
and that of the international com-
munity would make Pakistan
abandon terror as an instrument

of state policy, Mr. Advani said,
but “I am not that confident.”
Asked about the deep concern in,
this part of the world about some
thing terribly going wrong in th
subcontinent that would result irj
a nuclear showdown, Mr. Advani
said India "will not abandon re-
straint” and the country would
stand by its assertion of no-first-
use of nuclear weapons.

Maintaining that he had not
come to Washington to “‘seek any

Too much hype

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 10 The Pakistan
Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, has declined to
speculate on the time and con-
tents of the much-awaited ad-
dress to the nation by the
President, Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf, to outline his policy to con-
tain religious extremism and
sectarian outfits.

Senior functionaries of the
Musharraf Government main-
tain that it would be unrealistic
to expect Gen. Musharraf to
make any dramatic announce-
ments. “The expectations of the
international community from
the address seem to have gone up
ever since the delegation of U.S.
senators said on Monday that the
speech could change the course
of Indo-Pak. relations. Well, it is
too much to expect any miracles
overnight”, they said.

assurances’’ but to share informa-
tion, resolve and determination,
the Minister characterised his
meetings with Mr. Ashcroft and
Gen. Powell, Richard Haass, Di-
rector of Policy Planning at the
State Department, and with Ge-
orge Tenet, Central Intelligence
Agency Director, as '‘very satis-
factory and strengthening the re-

solve of the two countries, India '

and the United States, to car
a concerted battle againsti
national terrorism”’.

Room for additional
work by Pak.: Powell

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 10. The United
States has urged India to find a
diplomatic way out of the current
tension in the subcontinent, even
as it said the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, has taken a
number of steps towards de-esca-
lation but there was “‘room for ad-
ditional work” on his part.

“lindicated to the Home Minis-
ter that the United States was very
hopeful that this situation could
be dealt with through political and
diplomatic means and we were
lending all of our eftorts to that
end”, the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, said after a meeting
with the Home Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani.

“But it has to include a con-
demnation of terrorism of any
kind, because it is no longer ac-
ceptable in the 21st century for
nations to live under this kind of
threat,” he said.
~ Gen. Powell, who is travelling to
India and Pakistan ecarly next
week, said the purpose was 10 see
“if I can make further contribu-

tion by my presence toward re-

solving the situation that currently
exists, the crisis that currently ex-
ists, in a peaceful manner.”
Asked if Washington would lean
on [slamabad over the 20 terror-
ists that India is demanding to be
turned over, he said: ““I have seen
that list and I know President
Musharraf has the list. We have

discussed about it with him, I

know he is examining it and I

hope he will take appropriate ac-

tion. But it is in his hands.”

When it was pointed out that :

despite Washington’s assertion |

that Gen. Musharraf was taking
credible steps against terrorism,
New Delhi did not see it that way,
Gen. Powell said Gen. Musharraf
had indeed taken some steps.
“But I think there is room for ad-
ditional work on his part. We are

looking forward to the speech he :
will be giving later this week which :

1 think will be a powerful signal to

his nation and to India and the !
rest of the world. But it’s not just

the speech. We will be looking to
see what additional action he has
taken.”

Pak. to look into Jai/sh,
Lashkar accounts

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 10. Pakistan today announced it would advise the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to look into the accounts of the two outfits
which were frozen by the United States for their alleged terrorist links.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan, said that
on the basis of the U.S. decision on Wednesday, the Government would
send an advisory to the SBP to look into the accounts of the two outfits.

After the U.S. began looking into the antecedents of Pakistan-based
organisations and individuals for their alleged links to terrorist outfits
in the wake of the September 11 attacks, Islamabad followed suit. For
instance, only after the U.S. froze the assets of the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
the Jaish-e- Muhammad (JeM) did Pakistan chose to freeze their assets
here. However, it is yet to decide on whether or not to follow the U.S. in

banning the outfits.

Jaish leader held

As part of its continuing crackdown on Islamic militant groups, th
police arrested a senior JeM leader, Hasan Barki. He was arrested her
on Wednesday on his arrival from Bahawalpur, a town in Punjab proy,
ince where Jaish has its headquarters. Most Jaish leaders are now und

arrest.

During the past few days, Barki had been speaking to the press aboyt
the JeM’s resolve to continue its attacks in Kashmir and elsewhere ih

India.

‘Draft DPR ready’

A report in the Urdu daily, Jang, said that the draft of the Defenge

Pakistan Rules (DPR) had been prepared with some amendments in

DPR of 1971 and it would come into vogue in case of Indian aggressign.
Some rules are also likely to be implemented for internal security
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' rein in India

aeorge not happy
with Bush steps,

asks for more

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 9 JANUARY

HE UNITED States may fleel
I that it is doing enough in pres-
: suring Pakistan to make good
i its claims of fighting terrorism, but
¢ the efforts are clearly not adequate
! from the Indian viewpoint. The
" “disappointment”
i was articulated by
i defence minister
i George Fernandes,
: who made it plain
: in a television inter-
: view that India was
: “unhappy” with US
i efforts. India’s feel-
i ings are also exp-
i ected to be exp-
i ressed by Union §
: home minister LK. §
i Advani, who reac-
i hed Washington on
/| Wednesday for aj
.1 six-day visit during e
i which he will be meetmg blnggs
i in the US administration.
That India was dissatisfied with
i US was evident when Mr Fernan-
¢ des did not mince any words while
i referring to US operations in
i Afghanistan. “Their work was done
i and now injustice is being meted
i out towards India on this issue.”
; Mr Fernandes’ assertions are
! being seen as a clear pointer that
¢ India expects much more from the
i US when it leading the international
coaliti(yn the war against terror-

ism. 1t is obvious that India is dis- "

tressed by the manner in which the-
US has been attempting to do a bal-
ancing act in trying not to push Pak-
istan too far and limiting itself to
cajoling General Musharraf.

The US has so far been playing’
by the ear, subtly shifting positions
re peatedly depending on the inten-
sity of response from
either Pakistan or
India. However, it is
clear that India is not
impressed only with
E the United States
emphasis on state'
ments made by
E General Musharraf
and the importance
being attached to
i them without both-
{ ering as much if it~
1 was being followed'
¢ up with action.
India  would’

want to make it clear

to the United States that it will not™

ease the pressure on Pakistan until
it is satisfied that sufficient steps
are taken to satisfy the first bench--
mark that has been set. This is obvi-
ously in the context of the list of 20
most wanted terrorists and crimi
nals supplied to Pakistan on
December 31. Hinting at India’s seri-*
ousness, Mr Fernandes maintained -
that “we will be forced to t
strong measures” if the prob, of
cross border support to texrorism is
not solved amicably.




India as

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News Network
WASHINGTON: Home minister
LK. Advani began a landmark
visit to the United States on
Wednesday amid heightened
expectations in the Bush adminis-
tration — not shared in Indian cir-
cles — that Pakistan’s military
ruler Pervez Musharraf will com-
pletely forsake terrorism and
change the course of the sub-conti-

nent’s history.
Mr Advani, the first Indian inte-
rior minister to make such a sub-

US. engagements
over a luncheon
meeting with
attorney general
John Ashcroft, his
official host and §
counterpart. He §
was slated to meet
secretary of state f
Colin Powell later §
in the day. L

A White House §
meeting with national secunty
adviser Condoleeza Rice at which
President Bush was expected to
drop by was deferred to Thursday
because of scheduling problems,
officials said. Mr Bush is on tour,
promoting a major education bill.

In a brief conversation with this
correspondent before he began
hisengagements, the home minister
said he hoped to have substantial
discussions with the administration
on all aspects of Indo-U.S ties. He
said he had last come to the US.in
1992, when he visited the Microsoft
facility near Seattle.

The home minister’s 2002 jour-
ney, besides being politically

It's advantagg:

stantial Washington visit, began hls

\\ °

s Advani

begins U.s:“visit

weighty, is expected to result in far-
reaching agreements in counter-
terrorism and law-enforcement,
including intelligence sharing.

Accompanied by officials, he is
scheduled to meet FBI director
Robert Mueller on Wednesday and
CIA director George Tenet on
Thursday.

Among the tie-ups envisaged is
U.S help in setting up a centre for
counter-terrorism in India on the
lines of similar operations here.
The Indian team is also expected to
look up the FBI database model,

mcludmg the latest advances in

@ DNA technology.
§ Indian  officials
still recall with
wonder how the
FBI helped crack
the Purulia arms
case on the basis
of a single
thumbprint lifted
from the corner of
. a passport form.

John Ashcroft The two sides
are also looking into cooperation
in the area of forensic sciences.

A US team from Sandia
National Laboratories, better
known for work on nuclear tech-
nologies, will make a presentation
to the home minister on border
monitoring technologies.

Mr Advani’s visit to U.S comes at
a diplomatically propitious time,
given that the mood in this country,
notwithstanding expressions of
Washington’s encouragement and
support to Gen Musharraf, is
against terrorism by any name,
anywhere. There are few buyers for

the general’s justification, of vio-
lence in Kashmir. /

7



“Advani hands
over terror list

NEW DELHI/WASHINGTON,
Jan. 9. — Mr LK Advani today
handed over a list of 42 terrorists
operating from Pakistan to the
US attorney-general, Mr John

Ashcroft, a TV channel
reported.

The list includes the names of
20 terrorists that India had
recently given to Pakistan and
also features 14 Taliban leaders
believed to have fled to Pakistan.

Among those on the list were
Dawood Ibrahim, wanted in
connection with 1993 Mumbai
serial blasts, Jaish-e-Mohammed
chief Masood Azhar, Hizbul
Mujahideen chief Syed Salahu-
_ ddin, as well as seven Punjab
terrorists. Mr Advani has given
documentary proof about the
activities of these people, the
report said.

The 14 Taliban leaders include
Maulvi Noor Mohammed Sagib,
Afghanistan’s chief justice du-
ting the the Taliban regime, his
deputy Maulvi Musajam. Both
are believed to be in Peshawar.

Mr Advani's meeting with Mr
Ashcroft marked the beginning
of his engagement with top US
officials during his six-day tour
of the country.-

Shortly before the meeting,
the Union home minister said
terrorism posed the biggest
challenge to democracies in the
USA as well as India, and that
the menace had to be stamped
out from the face of the world,
He will meet the US secretary of
state, General Colin Powell,
later in the day.

Mr Advani is also scheduled to
meet the national security advi-
ser, Ms Condoleezza Rice, at the

White House. Mr George W
Bush may drop in during the
talk.

Gen Powell will leave Washin-
gton on Tuesday for India,

Pakistan, Japan and a few other

places to help ease the Indo-Pak
tensions and discuss the recons-
truction efforts in Afghanistan.
India today ruled out any role
for the United Nations in the
Kashmir issue, as demanded by
General Pervez: Musharraf,
“We've always stated that Indo-
Pak issues could be resolved on-
ly through bilateral dialogue on
the basis of the Shimla Agree-
ment, without recourse tq, inter-
vention by a third party or inter-
national institutions,” said the
foreign ministry spokesperson.
The USA, too, has ruled out any
intervention in the issue unless
India and Pakistan agree to it. -
Meanwhile, Gen Powell, at a
meeting with Washington Times
journalists, said there was no cer-

- tainty that an Indo-Pak war

could be averted unless Gen

. Musharraf stood down and stop-
ped supporting terrorists. China,

Islamabad’s old friend, too was
echoing the stand, he said.

The interview was preceded by
his call to Gen Pervez Musha-
rraf, during which the two dis-
cussed the Indo-Pak situation.
Gen Powell said the progress in
the last few days suggested that
“we still have time to find a polit-
ical and diplomatic-solution”.

Ultra killed in mosqixe siege

A Hizbul Mujahideen ultra hol-
ed up in a mosque in Baramullah
was killed today and another sur-
rendered after being injured in
an encounter with security
forces.

.approaching  a

US mllltary
plane crashes
.in Pakistan

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9. — A
"US Marine Corps KC-130 air
refuelling aircraft carrying seven

marines crashed into a
mountain in southwestern
Pakistan today. The aircraft was
forward
operating base when it crashed,
a spokesperson for the US
Central Command said.

It was not known whether the
crew survived the crash. “We
don’t know the dlsposmon of the
crew at this point,” the
spokesperson said. An
investigations was under way
into the . circumstances
surrounding the crash, he added.
The aircraft was on a flight from
Jacobabad, when it crashed at
8:45 pm (IST) near Shamsi,
Pakistan. The White House
spokesperson, Mr Ari Fleischer,
said President Bush had been
briefed on the crash.

‘In a separate incident,
another US plane crashed on
the deck of aircraft carrier USS
Theodore Roosevelt late today.
No injuries were reported. The
spokersperson for the ship said
the two-man S-3B Viking
refuelling plane crashed at 9:14
pm (IST) as it landed. on the
aircraft carrier, which has been
launching warplanes toward
Afghanistan since arriving in the
Arabian Sea in mid-Octosz
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President Bush with his dogs, Spot (on the leash) and Barney. (Reuters)

OUR DIPLOMA s+ —

US emlssa

(-

Washington, Jan. 8: Swiftly re-
sponding to Indian sensitivities,
the US state department has
gone back on the description of
an envoy whom the Bush admin-
istration is still considering
sending to India and Pakistan.

Richard Boucher, spokesman
for the department, was asked at
his daily briefing yesterday if
any decision had been taken on
the proposal to send an “emis-
sary” to South Asia.

He replied: “I dispute the use
of the word ‘emissary’ or
‘envoy’. Let’s just call it a visit to
theregion by a senior US official.
(It) is still a matter under consid-
eration. It remains a possibility.
We do want to continue to find

ays to urge a reduction of ten-
sions and improve cooperation

FROM K.P. NAYAR

against terrorlsm At this pomt
there are no final decisions.”

External affairs minister
Jaswant Singh had bristled at
the idea of an American envoy
shuttling between New Delhi
and Islamabad, effectively medi-
ating in the Indo-Pakistan dis-
pute, much like General Antho-
ny Zinni, the US Pres1dent S
envoy to West Asia.

Singh said in Kathmandu
during the weekend that there
were US ambassadors in both
capitals and that the question of
an envoy came only if their em-
bassies were not up to the job.

The BJP had also rebuffed
President George W. Bush’s
initiative by asking America
to send an envoy to Pakistan,
not India.

Simultaneously, Bush made

it clear that the way to defusing-

.the mlhtary snuatxon on the
Indo-Pakistan border was for
Musharraf to continue to take
steps against terrorists within
hisborders. - :

“I don’t believe the situation
is defused yet. But I do believe
there is a way to do so,” the Pres-
ident told reporters on his re-
turn to the White House from
New Year holiday:

“I think it’s very important
for President Musharraf to
make a clear statement to the
world that he intends to crack
down on terror. And I believe if
he does that and continues to do
what he’s doing, it will provide
the — it will provide relief, pres-
sure relief, on a situation that’s
still serious. And we’re working
hard to¢onvince both the Indi-
ans and the Pakis there’s a way
to deal with their problems with-

ry turns visitor

out going to war.”

Boucher said he did not know
what India’s criteria were for
judging the sincerity or effec-
tiveness of Musharraf’s actions
against terrorists.

“We do believe that President
Musharraf, the government of
Pakistan, has continued to take
steps against militant groups
over the weekend. We believe
that President Musharraf is
committed to dismantling these
groups which threaten Pakistan
as.well as its neighbours.”

Boucher confirmed, based on
information reaching the state
department, what Pakistan has
been asserting and India deny-
ing. “The summit in Kathmandu
over the weekend did provide an
opportunity for Indian and Pak-

_istani foreign ministers to have

some discussions,” he said.
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Advam to brief U.S. leaders_

-~ on Indo-Pak. relations w%\\

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 8. The Union
Home Minister, L.K. Advani, is ar-
riving here for intensive and ex-
tensive  talks  starting on
Wednesday with senior members
of the Republican administration.
While the focus of the discussions
will be on terrorism and cooper-
ation between the United States
and India on meeting this threat
globally and regionally, the two
sides are also expected to deal
with the immediate situation in
the subcontinent.

‘“American leaders will get a ve-
ry good perspective from Mr. Ad-
vani. The Bush administration is
very keen on knowing the current
state of India-Pakistan relations,”
said a senior Indian diplomat,
making the point that Mr. Advani
would spell out India’s steps as
well as its expectations on the ter-
rorism front.

Diplomats here point out that
this is the first-ever official visit of
a Home Minister. The last time
Mr. Advani visited Washington in
an official capacity was about 11

years ago as the Leader of the Op-
position.

Coming at the invitation of the
Attorney-General, John Ashcroft,
Mr. Advani is expected to have
wide-ranging discussions with
top officials of the administration,
including the Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, and the National
Security Adviser, Condoleeza
Rice. Appointments with the
President and the Vice- President

-have also been sought.

Aside from his meeting and
working lunch with Mr. Ashcroft,
Mr. Advani is also expected to
confer with the leaders here on a
range of issues related mostly
with cooperation on terrorism; he
will also discuss the tracking
down of terrorists with the heads
of the Federal Bureau of Investi-

. gation and the Director of the

Central Intelligence Agency.

He will take part in a briefing by
Sandia Labs, which has rich expe-
rience in the realm of homeland
security.

He will also meet the American
Jewish leadership. Many senior
Indian leaders have met Jewish

leaders during their visits he

Mr. Advani is expected to touch
on a number of bilateral issues
with a view to fine-tuning the lev-
el of cooperation between the d'tv‘?/,
countries. The issues expecte
be discussed include the extradi-
tion treaty, the Joint Working
Group on terrorism, the Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty and the
Joint Initiative on Cyber Terror-
ism.

Mr. Advani is also expected to
raise with the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment the issue of Indian nationals
who have been detained since the :
September 11 attacks in Washing-
ton and New York.

About 20 persons of Indian ori-
gin are under detention in the
U.S., most of them for visa vio-
lations. Only two are detained on
terrorism-related charges, which
are yet to be substantiated.

The Bush administration says it
is doing everything under the
Vienna Convention and that it is
not mandatory to inform foreign
missions of the details unless the
detainees themselves ask for con-
sular access.

THE HINDU
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C)Y\/\,Js By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 6. In the face of objections from
India, the question now is whether the Bush admine
istration will persist with the idea of sending a “‘spe-
cial envoy” to South Asia to defuse the tensions
between India and Pakistan.

-1 !

The objection from India came #rom none other

than the External Affairs Minister; Jaswant Singh,

and the same sentiments were made known here by
the Indian Ambassador, Lalit Mansingh.

There has been some talk in the last two weeks of
the administration sending “somebody”. In fact, it
was talked about at two different levels — the Secre-
tary of State sending an envoy or the President him-
self appointing one.

Some names were doing the rounds, including
those of Richard Haass, Director of Policy Planning
at the State Department, Richard Armitage, Deputy
Secretary of State, and George Tenet, Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency and who has had a lot of
experience and positive outcomes in dealing with
the Israelis and the Palestinians.

Il U.S. still send ‘special envoy’?

Gen. Powell was asked by the BBC if the talk of
sending an envoy was still under discussion. He was-
careful in his response, preferring to use the word
“somebody” and not “envoy"’.

The State Department spokesman, Richard _
Boucher, was pointed when he remarked that the
word envoy should not be taken in the sense of an
“envoy” to the region. “I wouldn’t couch this in
terms of an ‘envoy’ for the region. We have peaple
out there working it. The Secretary has been working
it by phone. We may send someone from Washing-
ton to continue our activity, to continue working on
the situation. I am not sure 1 would describe thatas a
special envoy. It may be one of the officials in Wash-
ington, who is responsible for the crisis.”

Aside from India’s known objections, the admin-
istration will factor in at least two things before tak-
ing a decision. First, Washington's own assessment
of the SAARC summit in Nepal and its contributions,
directly and indirectly, to the level of tensions in the
region; second, what the administration hears from
the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, who is now i
India and travelling to Pakistan on MondaM
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sharing militar
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Intelligence v’
Swati Chaturvedi \
New Delhi, January 5
DEFENCE MINISTER Ge\>rge
Fernandes and US Defence Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld will
later this month sign an unprece-
dented agreement on sharing
military Intelligence. The agree-
ment, to be signed during Fer-
nandes’s week-long trip to the
US, will ensure Intelligence shar-
ing between Military Intelli-
gence (MI) and the Pentagon.

Sources say an advance delega-
tion, comprising senior officials
of the Ministry of Defence and
MI, has worked out the fine print
of the agreement, details of
which are with Hindustan Times.

The two countries will share
Intelligence on terrorism, inclu-
ding India’s data bank on Pak-
istan and China. Joint training
programmes have also been
envisaged.

Detailed plans of joint opera-
tions and mock war games have
also been worked on. Says a senior
MoD official: “The MI is the most
secretive intelligence organisation.
Before September 11 this (agree-
ment) would have been unimagin-
able. It shows the seismic shift in
our dealings with the US.”

Officials say that while the IB
and RAW have shared Intelli-
gence with the FBI and CIA this
will be the first defence intelli-
gence-sharing arrangement.

Sources say LK Advani is also

expected to sign a detailed agree-
ment on Intelligence-sharing bet-

ween IB-RAW and the FBIA/

|
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.. In this.

Afghanistan yet Washing-

ton has not responded
adequately enough to check Pakis-
tan’s sponsoring of terrorism in
India” - this has been our standard
refrain after the 11 September
World Trade Center incident and
our tempo has risen post-l‘% De-
cember.
However, our complalnt is loaded
with capnce' It is indeed regret-
table that the two biggest demo-
cracies of the world have
constantly been sniping at each
other.
Some introspection -on Indo-US
relations over the past 50 years is
warranted.
Soon after Independence, Jawa-
harlal Nehru opted to get close to
Moscow for reasons that are
suspect; one school of thought
suggests that this had something
to do with Netaji Subhash Bose’s
incarceration in Russia. Be that as
it may, the unfortunate flip side
was, Nehru encouraged his prime
henchman VK Krishna Menon to
denounce the USA in public,
especially, at most international
meets.
Thus, Indo-US relations began on
a warped footing. 1962 saw China
humiliating India militarily and
politically over the border dispute
and placed in a state of
helplessness, New Delhi beseeched
Washington to help out which the
latter readily did.
This was a good opportunity to
pick up the threads but strangely,
we ignored it all and began our cold
shouldering tactic once more. This
resulted in the USA supporting
Pakistan in the 1965 Indo-Pakis-
tani war and sadly, our relations
reached a nadir in 1971.
Over the subsequent years, India
made a few half-hearted attempts
to improve the relationship but
these lacked sincerity. By this
time, we were firmly in the
Russian camp.
A weird mindset ensconced our
leaders to wit, we were at liberty to
berate the USA whenever we felt
like it but if we wanted the USA’s
assistance in anything, they were
expected to jump at it! Our
Communists in particular excelled
Obviously, such double

/‘ ‘ ndia offered full support
Ito the USA’s operations in

Qulbbhn g bystander

It would make LX
immense sense for
India to initiate a
comprehensive
strategic alliance
with America and
a military pact could
be its principal
component,
writes JK DUTT

shuffle backfired on us.

Not only did Washington and New
Delhi separate, but we also went
deeper into Moscow’s ambit to the
extent that today, Russia virtually
controls India’s military where-
withal, having successfully lame-
ducked our indigenous production.
How much politically subjugated
we have become to Moscow was
evident from our surrendering to
its diktat to release five convicted
Russian terrorists involved in the
infamous Purulia arms drop case.
This act was obnoxious because it
laid bare our ersatz claim to
tackling terrorism.

We also backed the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam in all its
activities. The USA has been
watching all this closely and
drawing its own conclusions. Five
and a half decades into Indepen-
dence, and we are yet to learn the
pragmatic contents of diplomacy.
After the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the USA became the sole
dispenser of developmental re-
quisites in the world but we plainly
refused to come to terms with this

‘truism.

We merrily kept up our old prank
of rubbing the USA the wrong way
yet demanding relief of all types
from US-monitore *- institutions
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Above: US Secretary of State Colin Powell ( leﬂ) at a press
conference in Islamabad with Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf in October. Top: Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh and his ministerial spokesperson,

Nirupama Rao.

like the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank at will.

Qur antics did not bear fruit and
this enraged us. We ended up with
the thin end of the stick aprtipos
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globalisation since the USA was in
no mood to listen to our anti-US

‘barbs day and night.
Our shrill protestations against

the US-coordina_ted coaliticn, forces

during the Gulf Was brought us
just one thing - shooting our own
foot!

It never occurred to us that had we

placed our cards correctly, we:-

would have gained vastly as the
USA was always keen on

" establishing a broad-based, omni-

bus interactive connection with us.
In the event, our loss became
China and Pakistan’s gain.

Qperation Enduring Freedom
presented the chance of a lifetime
to us to be one up on Pakistan vis-

" a-vis the USA,

However, true to our defunct
foreign policy, we failed to exploit
this opportunity, something that
Pakistan did and rather deftly too.
Today our crib is, Pakistan has
moved up in the USA’s reckoning,
while India remains where it has
always been - a quibbling by-
stander ‘whose sole contribution
has been unwanted pontification
and criticism. .
A sensible step would have been
for us to contribute a substantial
military quantum to the coalition
group, something which would
have raised India’s visibility like
never before. :

India is on Al-Qaida’s hit list and
it is possible that in a heightened
recast of 13 December, the North-’
South Blocks in New Delhi, the-
Stock Exchange, Mumbai and the
Howrah Bridge get demolished;
what are we to do?

It would make immense sense for
us to initiate a comprehensive
strategic alliance with the USA at
the earliest with a military pact
forming a principal component.

Our leadership must shed its
archaic Nehru-Gandhi psyche and
imbibe Chanakya’s maxim of
Statecraft: “In trans-border rela-
tions there are no permanent
friends or permanent enemies or
even permanent borders; there are
only permanent interests”.

In order to achieve these interests,
we have to exercise what is termed
as “designer diplomacy” in current
international relations mandates.

It is entirely in our interest to
maintain equanimity with the USA
in place of our heretofore animo-
sity. '

(The author is Lieutenant-Colonel,
retired, Indian Arrgy.) s
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/" STABLE FRIENDS

ven contrarians will concede that there are few
E relationships that are as critical for India today
as the one with the United States of America.
The last year has demonstrated that both New Delhi
and Washington, despite tactical differences, recog-
nize the importance of forging a strategic partnership.
What is also becoming clear is that there is an obvious
convergence of New Delhi and Washington’s interests
on a variety of issues and this could with imagination
and initiative position Indo-US relations on a firmer
ground in the future. While India and the US had sus-
tained a high-level dialogue for nearly two years dur-
ing the Clinton administration, there were apprehen-
sions that this momentum would not be sustained dur-
ing the tenure of the new Republican admmﬁratlon
under Mr George W. Bush. N % |
Much of the groundwork needed to firmly situa
bilateral relations was completed within the first hun-
dred days of Mr Bush’s office. In April, the US presi-
dent signalled through his unprecedented meeting in '
the Oval office with the Indian external affairs minis-
ter, Mr Jaswant Singh, that he took the relationship
with India very seriously. This meeting, although os-
tensibly spontaneous, could not have taken place with-
out careful thought, and without a considered evalua-
tion by Washington of the signal that it would send to
south Asia and beyond. No less significantly, as part of
Mr Bush’s “outreach to allies” on the National Missile
Defence, the deputy secretary of state, Mr Richard
Armitage, was dispatched to have consultations with
key allies in Asia, including India. Mr Bush also
moved with remarkable alacrity in making key ap-
pointments that had a bearing on India. Both Mr
Robert Blackwill’s appointment as the new US ambas-
sador to India and Ms Christina Rocca’s as the assis-
tant secretary of state for south Asia were made with-
in the first three months of the new administration.
Later in the year, most of the sanctions that had been
imposed against India after the nuclear tests of 1998
were removed. Quite clearly, the initial momentum
" was provided by the overarching concern about stabil-
ity in Asia, and the role that India can play in generat-
. ingabalance in the continent. And the belief that it is
* inthe mutual interest of Washington and New Delhi to
construct a stable order in Asia.
But the one key issue that has united India and the
US is the fight against terrorism, particularly in the
wake of the attacks of September 11. However, there
were apprehensions in India that Islamabad’s close co-
operation with Washington in the fight against al
Qaida and the taliban, may renew the US tilt towards
Pakistan. These fears are unwarranted. Only an ex-
tremely shortsighted US administration would give up
its stated aim of eradicating terrorism, or of abandon-
ing its growing relationship with India in favour of an
unstable Pakistan. India and the US have often been
viewed as natural allies, yet estrangement rather than
1 engagement defined relations between New Delhi and
i Washington over the last 54 years. This is now begin-
| \ling to change with India and the US becoming more
| sensitive to each other’s concerns than ever before. /
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'US message: give General a chance

M Jamaat criticises Musharraf for crackdown, mc re arrests and raids natlonmde

‘ n
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CKNOWLEDGING Pakistan’s steps to

crack down on the Lashkar and the Jaish,

Washington has urged New Delhi to “give

all of us a chance to work with Mushar-
raf” to bring the terrorists to justice.

“He’s cracking down hard and I appreciate his
efforts,” Bush said in Crawford, Texas, where he is
on vacation. “Terror is terror and the fact that the
Pakistani President is after the terrorists is a good
sign.”

In his conversations with Musharraf and Prime
Minister A B Vajpayee, Bush appeared to place
more of the onus on Pakistan to defuse tensions in
the region and he voiced sympathy for India’s anger
in response to the attack on its Parliament.

“Turged President Musharraf to do everything he
could to crack down on the terrorist networks that
had ... raided the Indian Parliament,” Bush said. “I
told him (Vajpayee) I understood how he feels. If
someone attacked the US Capitol, I'd feel angry
too,” Bush added. “However 1 ... explained to the In-
dian Prime Minister (that) while I understood his
anger, I was hoping they were not headed for war.”

“I'said give us all a chance to work with President
Musharraf to bring the terrorists to justice,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s largest Islamic party, Ja-
maat-i-Islami, said the crackdown on the militant
groups would harm what it called the “freedom
struggle” in Kashmir. “The current policy of the
government has broken the hearts of freedom-lov-
ing Kashmiris,” Jamaat spokesman Amirul Azeem
said.

There were reports in Urdu newspapers in Pak-
istan that the police have intensified their crack-
down arresting 100 more activists of the Lashkar
and the Jaish. According to the Karachi police chief,
Tariq Jameel, the offices of both the groups have
been sealed.

Senior Pak officials are said to be interrogating
Lashkar chief Hafeez Muhammad Saeed who was
taken into custody two days ago.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The Prime Minister at his residence on New Year’s Day. PTI photo

H British PMTony Blalr returns to
the sub-continent on
Friday for the second
time in 3 months, this
time trying to prevent
awar.He willbein
Bangalore on Friday,
Hyderabad the next day, Dethi on
Jan 6 and wili ieave for Bangladesh
on Jan 7, say MEA officials. A re-
port from Pakistan, however, says
he wilt fly from Dethi to Pakistan.
W Blair's foreign secretary Jack
Straw called his Pakistani coun-
terpart Abdul Sattar on Monday
and, welcoming the crackdown -
on mifitants, urged Pakistan to
hold talks with India to end the
standoff. ,
W China has said it hopesindia
and Pakistan can take effective
measures to protect regional
peace and stability, pointing out
that both are important countries in
the region yith the responsxbmty to
actas such.
M UN Secretary-Generai Kofi
Annan has “strongty” urged India
and Pakistan to
“seize the opportu-
nity” provided by
the Saarc summitto
reduce tensions in
South Asia. He also
welcomed Pakistan’s crackdown
on militants, saying it could help re-
duce tensions with india.
M King Abduliah ll of Jordan
spoke to President Musharraf on
Monday and urged him to enter*
talks on the crisis between india
and Pakistan, Jordan’s Petra news

agency reported. /ﬁ
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