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/ Rajasthan Governor asked 10,5 -
dissociate himself from ‘Ram Katha'’

\

By Our Special Correspondent Ms. Deshpande, who quoted the Guja‘?a\in- function being sponsored by the State it-

(bv stance to show how fascist powers Oper- self,”” said Prem Kishen Sharma, the PUCL

JAIPUR, DEC. 28. The ongoing controversy ated. “Before it all starts on January 4, we president. The activist groups and the lead-
over the propriety of the Rajasthan Gover-  should go for organised protests all over,’ ers of the CPI(M), CPI and CPI(ML) who
nor, Anshuman Singh, in organising a she suggested. “This is Ram Katha natak. spoke were of the view that the Governor’s
“Ram Katha — recital of Lord Rama’s sto- You should stop it. Morari Bapu is welcome ambitions had prompted him to go out of
ry — for mobilising funds for drought relief  but those responsible to uphold the Consti. the way to promote “Ram Katha” in the
has hotted up with the Left parties and oth- tution themselves cannot trample on it," guise of arranging funds for drought relief.

er organisations asking Raj Bhavan to dis-  she said. The Governor was doing it as he wanted to

sociate itself from the programme at the  The gathering, which comprised activists please the powers that be in Delhi and se-

eatliest. ) . ) of the PUCL, which initially took up the is- cure a second tenure as Governor, they
_The groups, after a discussion this eve- gye by writing to the President, the Prime charged.

ning which was joined by the veteran Gand-  pginister and the Chief Minister of Rajas- In fact, the decision to hold a discussion

hian Nlrn&ala_ 'Deshpanlgle.h p;ssqg 2 than, pointing out that the Governor's ac- of all groups today instead of going ahead
i%o}uﬂggul elgljéglg :8 ;iimh: thtreegosgrt-' tion ‘“‘compromised”’ on the secular with a dharna they had announced earlier,
nor, Justice Anshurﬁan Singh, if he does not character of the Constitution, made it cl’ear was a sort of second thoughts on the part of
dist,ance himself from the re’cital, slated to that they were not against ".Ram Katha' as the actinst groups, perhaps giving the_ Gov-
start here on January 4. “Drought relief is such or Morari Bapu who is scheduled to ernor time to come out of it all. As it was
only an excuse to hold Ram Katha and pro- conduct it. . ) revealed by Justice Singh soon after the
mote Hindutva,” the resolution alleged. “The Governor's is a Congstitutional of- controversy broke out, two Ministers of the

fice and the Governor holding a public reli-  State Government are also involved in orga-

“The Governor's act is fascism's first ™ A - o w "
knock on the door of Rajasthan,” warned E10us function is tantamount to a religious nising the Ram Katha™.
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Church attack on’

e

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, December 25

A GANG of about 20 armed
. menraided a church at Mali-
apota near the Indo-Bangla
border in Nadia on Tuesday
night and robbed the crowd
that had collected for the
Midnight Mass.

The miscreants used fire-
arms and robbed the congre-
gation, including chief
priest Fathier Abraham, of
Rs-21akh in cash and an un-
specified quantity of jew-
ellery and valuables, before
they bombed their way out
into the darkness. Six people
including Father Abraham
were injured during the
operation.

Five men were detained
for interrogation, but only af-
ter several failed appeals by
villagers for local-devel police
help and eventual interven-
tion by IG Prasun Mukh-

A %‘ B By

I
erjee. The criminals appar-
ently came from Bangladesh.

Angry villagers put up a
road blockade and attacked
a police jeep when it arrived
late on the scene, injuring
four policemen.

The raiders, their faces
covered, shot their way into
the church around 11.45 pm
just after the mass had be-
gun, and split into small
groups. One group stood
guard at the gate. whila.an-
other walked up to the altar
where Father Abraham was
conducting the prayer with
Father Newton, Father
Robin and Brother Sukumar:

The attackers held the
priests at gunpoint and took
them to Father Abraham’s
quarters. They forced Fa-
ther Abraham to open his of-
fice and started looking in-
side the chest of drawers for
valuables.

When they found just a

HE HINDUSTAN TREY

\

few coins, they forced Fa-
ther Abraham upstairs and
began prodding him to open
the church safe.

When the priest refused,
they attacked him with a
sickle, injuring him. The
youths collected around Rs 2
lakh in cash and led the
priest down. Soon they re-
turned to the church and
forced the women devotees
to hand over their jewellery

--and »ualuablos, - The. apgra-

tiotr lasted about 45 minutes.

Villagers said they had
called up the Tehatta Police
Station for heip and then ap-
proached a mobile police
van, but on both occasions
were refused help. A
shocked Father Abraham
later described the incident
as unprecedented. The po-

" lice haven’t ruled out the in-

volvement of fundamental-
ist forces from across the

border.
/
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HINDUTVA CAN'T BE A POLL ISSUE’

~ Vajpayee fires

salvo w@t hawgs

s;mesman_ ﬂe_wu stian

Atal Behari Vajpaye

NEW DELHI, Dec. 24, — A day after the
BJIP leadership said it was not apologetic
about its ‘Hindutva’ agenda, the Prime

Minister spoke in a differ-
ent voice. He castigated
those who spoke about
making India “a Hindu
rashtra within two years”
and told the BJP national
executive that “Hindutva
can’t be an electoral issue”.
He indicated that develop-
ment and performance
alone would give the BIP
victory n the 2002 Lok
Sabha polls.

“India has been a Hindu
rashtra for years and it
should be taken as such.”
He wondered whether
those who talked of con-
verting it into a Hindu
rashtra meant that they
would convert it into a

theocratic state. “Hindutva is a way of life
and it can’t become a political agenda. Re-
ligion can’t become the basis of a rashtra,”
he reportedly told the national executive.

- 'Which is true?

NEW DELHI, Dec. 24, — The
Prime Ministér and - his deputy
today attributed the Gujarat vic-
tory to different reasons. While
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayce said it
was the result of “many decades
of tapasya by party workers and
the “good- work by our govern-
ments,” Mr LK Advani described
it'as “Narendra Modi’s victary”.
“The Prime Minister reported:
ky said the party would have won

“gven without Godhra™ and Mr

Advani said the jibes against Mt
Modi “made the electorate very
angry and gave us this landslide
victory”. — SNS§

Delivering the valedictory speech, Mr

Congress’

mitted that the Gu-

jarat polls had producef the “poison” of ha-
tred besides giving thed nectar of victory to
the BIP. This neede
through good governance.

to be overcome

Quoting from Hindu
mythology, he said the BIP
must act like Lord Shiva
who drank the poison that
came out during the churn-
ing of ocean. “It'll be the
BIP’s special endeavour fo
carry along all sections of
our diverse society... This is
not a game of winning a few
more seats or winning the
polls in this or that state.
The party must always be
guided by the lofty goal, for
whose attainment we have
plunged into electoral
politics.”

He asked BIP leaders to
be careful about the inter-

. pretation of “Hindutva.”

While referring to his state-

ment that there was not enough condemna-
tion of Godhra, he said he had received let-
ters from various people. “1 only said the con-
demnation was not enough.”

'[hrq to page 2

inability * to

provide an alternative to the
At a time when the
tion was facing problems

He asked the people to
vigilant against India’s
enemies abroad who were
trying to divide the society
on religious lines, and
“make  brother ,ﬂ
brother”. The P
Minister warned partymen
against the impending
dangers 10 the nation if the
BJP failed to come up to the
expectations. “Mrs Sonia
Gandhi is trying hard. She
has some influence as well.
But the victory will come to
the BJp”

The country’s major
political problem was the

WWon many fronts it needed a

strong government, he said,
and feared that a failure of
the BIP could create a
political vacuum. In this
context, he asked partymen
not 1o become complacent
and work tirelessly to
achieve victory in the states
going to the polls next year.
Mr LK Advani sounded
posigive when he pointed
out that 2002 began with
despair for the BIP in the
form of electoral defeats in
Uttaranchal, Uttar Pradesh
and Punjab but ended in
hope in the form of the
spectacular  victory in
Gujarat.
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The war for the mobile services
marketplace takes a futuristic

turn as limated mobility takes on
the established GSM industry

. Each call is nut
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VATICAN CITY,
Dec. 20. — Pope
John Paut 1
brought Mather
Teresa closer to
sainthood  today
when he approved
amiracle attributed
{ to her. With the
miracle, Mother
J Teresa can now be
beatified in a cere-
Sl A mony scheduled for
19 October in Rome. A second miracle is nee-
ded for her to be made a saint, or canonised.

Pope John Paul IT, who has elevated more than
460 people to sainthood in his 24 years as Pope,
waived the customary five-year waiting period
and began the process that can lead to sainthood
a year after Mother Teresa died in 1997.

A Vatican committee approved a reported
miracle attributed to Mother Teresa’s interces-
sion, a finding that was seconded by the Pope
today in a ceremony in the Apostolic Palace.

Mrs Monica Besra of Raiganj was cured of
her abdominal tumour after an image of Moth-
er Teresa was placed on her stomach. This was
judged to be without any medical explanation
by a panel of doctors consulted by the Vatican.

In Kolkata, the Missionaries of Chariry
said: “After three-and-a-half years of investi-
gation, the Vatican confirmed that Mother
Teresa heroically lived the Christian life and
that God has lifted her up as both a model of
holiness and an intercessor for all”, adds SNS./,
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'PLATFORM | C.2. Bhambhri

Is Hinduism facing a crisis?

P Y\Q Yo

\ ""‘g

As in Gujarat, the Sangh parivar is targeting the minorities,

including Dalits, on the ground that Hinduism is threatened.

-

Is thus threat perception real? Or is this nothing but a bogey?

tive of minority communities and their spe-

cial rights. All democratic constitutional
States have consciously tried to harmonise the spe-
cial rights of socic-cultural minorities along with
the universal rights of every citizen irrespective of
caste, creed, race, sex or religion. The secular Indi-
an Constitution, a product of the fine philosophical
thinking of our nationalist leadership, has made
legal clauses for the protection of minority rights
to protect them against any kind of hegemonisa-
tion. Since democracy is based on a ‘majority rule’,
minorities have to be safeguarded.

The Sangh parivar is hostile to any special mi-
nority rights. Cultural pluralism is unacceptable
to those who believe in ‘one country, one culture,
one nation’. How does one explain the violent atti-
tude of the self-appointed custodians of Hindus
against Muslims and Christians? Why is the pari-
var worried about protecting the 80 per cent popu-
lation from small and scattered minority groups?

Belief in a religion or conversion is an individ-
ual right. The parivar targets missionary schools
for spreading the message of Christ. Even if it
were a fact, the Hindutva leaders need not worry
because the Christian population is hardly three
per cent in India. Can Hindutsm be threatened hy
this three per cent?

Similarly, marriage between two
consenting individitals is a matter of
personal choice. Why are the Hin-
dutva groups targeting inter-reli-
gious marriages? The carnage in
Gujarat was also directed against
some couples who were considered
‘guilty’ of inter-religious marriage.
Do Hindus really feel threatened by
the isolated cases of Hindu-Muslim
marriages?

B.R. Hedgewar and his successor
M.S. Golwalkar organised the RSS to train young
men in the ‘seli-defence’ of Hindu religion. The RSS
shakhas are conducted to prepare the youth to act
as protectors of ‘threatened Hinduism’. The “vic-
tim’ image of Hindus is propagated by demonising
other religions. Witness Praveen Togadia's state-
ment; “While Godhra reflected the jesiadi mentality
of the Muslims, the subsequent events in Gujarat
were proof of the Hindu awakening.” Said Ashok
Singhal: “Our sadhus will prepare the Hindus in
the art of self-defence.”

Is this threat perception imaginary or real? Hin-
dus have nothing to fear from other communities.
The parivar has invented a bogey.

In the 20th century, India had witnessed power-
ful anti-Brahmin, Sanskrit-based Vedic interpre-
tations of Hinduism by many sections of Hindu
society all over the country The philosophical
postulates of every variety of Hinduism have
been consistently critiqued by different Hindu
communities. The fact is, unlike other religions,
Hinduism does not accept even at an abstract lev-
el the principle of human equality. The status of a
Hindu is determined at the time of birth and he
earns his ‘social status’ on the basis of his karma
of the previous life. The transmigration of soul
and karma decide the social fortune of a Hindu.

Since Hinduism and its caste structure are in-
herently inegalitarian, the believers of human

M ODERN DEMOCRACIES have been protec-
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MAYA OR MOKSHA:
Buddhist monks in Delhi

equality among the Hindus have always chal-
lenged this domination. Ramaswamy Naicker in
Tamil Nadu launched a massive anti-Brahminical
and anti-temple movement to liberate Hindus
from the tyrannies of a priest-controlled authori-
tarian religion. B.R. Ambedkar was apprehensive
of independence from British rule because it
would have meant a ‘new rule’ by repressive high
caste Hindus (currently hyper-active in the Hin-
dutva fronts). Ambedkar thought of liberation of
the majority of low caste Hindus by abandoning
Hinduism in favour of Buddhism.

The Brahmin-controlled Hindu religion as rep-
resented by the high caste leadership of the pari-
var is threatened by powerful Dalit movements.
The democratic spaces provided by the Constitu-
tion have been used by Dalit leaders and scholars
to challenge several philosophical postulates of
Hinduism. Dalits are struggling for their rights as
Hindus to enter temples, and the so-called custodi-
ans of Hindu religion are not ready to provide an
inch of space to the shudras. As late as September
22, 2002, 30 policemen including a DIG and SP were
injured when high caste Hindus in a village near
Jaipur blocked the entry of Dalits to a temple.

Meanwhile, the government wants to inculcate
religious values in our education. What kind of re-
ligious values will be taught to chil-
dren? Will high caste teachers teach
that caste hierarchy is an integral
part of Sanatan Dharma and hu-
mans are not equal because Hin-
duism helieves in inequality and seg-
regation? Is the RSS organising its
Shishu Niketans to teach the defects
of Hinduism so as to make it more
inegalitarian? Will high caste teach-
ers tell the students that low caste
Hindus are not allowed to enter tem-
ples, while any Christian or Muslim
can offer prayers freely in churchds andmosques?

The Sangh is a protector of statusi t Hin-
duism. But diverse communities within Hinduism
are challenging the discriminatory practices and
rituals within the religion. That is one reason be-
hind the latest Hindutva hyperbole.

The parivar is in serious trouble. Progressive
Dalit writers and Hindu women are questioning
the fundamental ‘cruelties’ committed by high
caste Hindus in the name of a patriarchal reli-
gion. The internal challenge is becoming formi-
dable; it is ¢ifficult to defend this decadent and
cruel inheritance.

Thousands of followers of Ambedkar and Naick-
er in the rural interiors are pointing out the sertous
sickness within this form of Hindutva, arguing
that since this religious sectarianism cannot be re-
formed, it must be abandoned. The Sangh parivar,
as a custodian of Brahminical doemination, finds it-
self in a minority among the Hindus. To save its
precarious existence, it has found aggressive anti-
minorityism as a safe passage to keep the attention
away from the sickness within its own family

The choice before Hinduism is clear — either
drastically reform itself or perish. Because the
struggle for human equality is unstoppable.

The writer is a former Dean, School of
Social Sciences, JNU
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. NIGFRIA'S RIOTS

i»" Beauty and extremist polmcs

IT had seemed that many contestants would opt out th
Miss World contest in Nigeria, to protest against

death by stoning sentence awarded to a Nigerian wom n '

on grounds of adultery. In the end the tables were turned
as Miss World contestants did make it to Lagos, but were
driven out by religious riots in the northern Nigerian city
of Kaduna, triggered by frivolous remarks in a newspaper
column about Prophet Muhammad. There was hardline
Islamist opposition to the holding of the beauty contest
itself, to which the column had alluded. There is a cultural
disconnect between Nigeria’s Muslim north, where Sharia

law applies in 12 provinces, a consequence of which was the

barbaric sentence on Amina Lawal, and the largely
Christian south which desires international tourism and
contests like Migs World. What is horrifying, albeit perhaps
depressingly familiar in the Indian subcontinent, is that
215 people should have been killed in riots triggered by a
newspaper article, and that provincial authorities in
Zamfara province, taking a leaf out of Ayatollah
Khomeini’s book, has issued a fatwe calling for the murder
of the offending newspaper columnist. Lyt v

The cultural disconnect between north and south Nigeria
may have been exacerbated by the decision to allow Sharia
courts, which shows that the kind of liberalism that allows
religious laws to intrude into secular matters is seriously
flawed. What one usually has on hand is heightened
intolerance and the ghettoisation of communities, results
not unfamiliar in India. Strangely, some feminists have
been echoing this rhetoric of intolerance. If feminist
agitprop is to be believed the apparel donned by
contestants for the pageant will be dripping with the bleod
of riof victims, even though its venue has been shifted to
London. It is one thing not to like beauty contests, it is
quite another to blame the organisers for riots triggered by
fundamentalist hatred. Not all feminists would agree that
Miss World contests represent a more serious threat to
women’s rights than acts like stoning a woman to death for
adultery, vet it is the fundamentalists who are being
implicitly defended when feminists like Muriel Gray and
Germaine Greer attempt to shift the blame and nail the
enemy they are fixated upon. Extremes of left and right
often coincide, on the beauty issue as well. -~
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~“India will never I}e/g the
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NEW DELHI, NoV. 27. The Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, today maintained that In-
dia would never be a theocratic state and
asserted that for the Vajpayee Governtnent,
the concept of Hindutva was the same as
interpreted by the Supreme Court.

Replying to a short-duration discussion
in the Rajya Sabha on the recent develop-
ments in Gujarat, Mr. Advani said that 50
years ago, even in the backdrop of Partition,
Indian political thinkers had rejected the
idea of India being a theocratic state, which
held good now and would be so in future,

In his short but spirited reply, Mr. Advani
tried to balance his Constitutional obliga-
tions with his party’s political priorities in
Gujarat. He ended up praising the Gujarat
Chief Minister, Narendra Modi, and assert-
ed that today’s discussion would bring po-
litical dividends to “our leader”.

The three-hour discussion saw both the

e =y

reflected the mood in their camps in the
run-up to the December 12 Assembly polls,
If the BJP members referred to threat of
terrorism casting its long shadow over Guj-
arat, the Opposition stressed on the need to
ensure free and fair polls, the sense of inse-
curity still prevalent among the minorities
and the inadequate relief work for riot-hit
victims.

Mr. Advani clarified that he echoed simi-
lar views last week in the Lok Sabha that
attracted criticism and later an apology
from the Vishwa Hindu Parishad. He said
that for the Governmenr, Hindutva was a
concept that was acceptable to people and
not one which “develops allergy” towards
every other religion.

Asserting that so far as secularism was
concerned, the Government accepted the
Constitution in letter and in spirit, Mr. Ad-
vani advised the next government in Guj-
arat that it too should follow the

THE HINDUL

oc;&ic state’

By K.V. Prasad Ho q@\d BJP and the Opposition raise points which

Constitutional position. One of the essen-
tial facets was that every citizen, irrespec-
tive of caste or religion, should feel safe and
secure and should be afforded equal
opportunities.

Disagreeing with the Opposition’s sharp
criticism of Mr. Modi vis-a-vis the minor-
ities, Mr. Advani said that on the contrary
the Chief Minister was going ahead on a
positive note talking of “educating, irrigat-
ing and electrifying” Gujarat.

However, he said that if the Opposition
sought to raise controversial issues, then it
might not be inappropriate for the BJP to
refer to the Godhra incident, The remark
did not go uncontested, with the CPI(M)
members protesting that as the Home Min-
ister, he should not have said it.

Earlier, Mr. Advani’s interpretation of the
Marxist ideclogy was disputed by the CPI
(M) and other Left members who insisted
that they be allowed to set the record
straight. They: later staged a walkout,
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EC asks Gujarat govt
to ban VHPs yatra

. State is told to ensure

HP says it will defy

peaceful run-up to polls ‘biased’ Lyngdoh order

( \\« Twes NEws NETWORK P,\’U’)b/\'w

New Delhi: The Election Commission on
Wednesday directed the Gujarat government
to prevent the Vishwa Hindu Parishad from
proceeding with its plan for a statewide yatra
from Friday

The VHP had earlier announced that it
would take out a yatra from Godhra, which
would cuiminate in Ahmedabad on Decem-
ber 6, the 10th anniversary of the demolition
of the Babri masjid in Ayodhya.

The unanimous decision of all three EC
members—chief J.M. Lyngdoh, TS. Krishna-
murthy and B.B. Tandon-was taken at a full
meeting with their deputies here after their
return from a two-day visit to the state.

The commission had received a report on
the VHP plan from state government offi-
cials, who anticipated law and order prob-
lems on the VHE’s proposed route.

The EC noted this report and the VHP plan
to use replicas of the Sabarmati Express
coach burnt on February 27 at Godhra, be-
sides the “likelihood of intemperate speech-
es being made during the course of the va-
tra”. So, it said, it had decided that the pro-
posed yaira should not be allowed.

*Any activity” added the panel, “which
may aggravate existing differences or create
nutual hatred, disharmony, illwill, etc be-
ween different communities..will not only

titiate the election process..but will also se-
tously jeopardise the law and order situa-
ion conducive for the conduct of free and
rair elections” in the violence-hit state.

[t said, “the maintenance of law and order
is the responsibility of the state government
and the commission expects the administra-
tion to take all such measures for maintain-
ing an atmosphere conducive for the conduct
of peaceful, free and fair polls.” Tt ordered
similar “preventive and punitive action” to
be taken against any person or group making
“provocative speeches, posters and pam-
phlets that incite communal tensions’”.

Times News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A defiant Vishwa Hindu
Parishad on Wednesday said its yatra would go
ahead despite the ban imposed by the Election
Commission even as the state government said
it would have to obey the directive of the EC
not to allow the programime to go ahead.

While the political leadership of the BJP
maintained a studied silence on the issue,
chief minister Narendra Modi, after hearing
about the EC’s directive, convened a meeting
of senior officials to discuss the fall-out of
the decision, which was based on the report
of the state government.

After an hour-long meeting with the CM,
chief secretary G. Subba Rao and additional
chief secretary (home) Ashok Narayan said
they had not yet received the formal order
from the EC. Mr Rao, who had sent in his re-
port to the EC on the vatra, however, said,
“We will cooperate with the EC and take into
account whatever directive that we receive
from i.” Mr Narayan said he did not appre-
hend any violence on account of the ban on
the vatra. “The security forces are ready to
deal with any evenfuality,” he asserted.

“We are not bothered about the decision tak-
en by the EC and we are going ahead with the
yatra as scheduled,” said Dilip Trivedi, gener-
al secretary of the VHP’s Gujarat unit, even as
the VHP’s international general secretary,
Praveen Togadia, said he would make his
stand clear at a press conference on Thursday.

“The decision is an absolute violation of
fundamental rights enshrined in the consti-
tution,” Mr Trivedi said. Terming the EC's
decigion as “pre-mature and immature,” he
said, “Accepting every demand raised by the
Congress party shows that My Lyngdoh has a,
nre-conceived bias against the VHP”

Dr Kaushik Mehta, state joint general sec-
retary,of the VHP said that “our yatra was
aimed nelther at appeasement of nor opposi-
tiondn-imy party or group and the commis-
moﬁm juld not have banned it.”

HE TIMES OF INDIE,

1 4 NOV 2002




"Rights of minority institutes
not absolute, says apex court

N

(-‘ \/\ TiMes News NETWORK 3;’

New Delhi: Setting at rest the long drawn con-
troversy over the rights and privileges of Mi-
nority Educational Institutions (MEIs) in the
country, the supreme court on Thursday ruled
that although they had unfettered rights'to es-
tablish an institution of their choice, the right
to administer it was not absolute.

The state could apply regulatory measures
for educational excelience even when the MEIs
were unaided, a fractured 6:5 judgment said.

The bench, however, declined to answer two
questions—what is meant by the expression
‘religion’ in Article 30(1)? Can the followers of
a sect or denomination-of a particular reli-
gion claim protection under Article 30 (1) on
the basis that they constitute a minority in
the state, even though the followers of (that)
religion are in a majority in the state?

Delivering the majority judgment, Chief
Justice B.N. Kirpal said in matters concern-
ing the day-to-day management or adminis-
tration of the unaided MElIs, the government
should not interfere and full freedom should
be given to the management of the institution.

As far as disciplinary proceedings against
the staff of the institution were concerned,

the court said, tha also rested with the man-
agement. But in cades of disputes on employ-
ment in unaided MEIs, a tribunal headed by
a person of the rank of district judge shouid
be set up to resolve the same,

Besides Chief Justice Kirpal, Justice G.B.
Pattanaik, Justice 8. Rajendra Babu, Justice
K.G. Balakrishnan, Justice EV. Reddi and
Justice Arijit Pasayat gave unanimous views.

The court also recorded its appreciation for
the assistance rendered to it by attorney-gen-
eral Soli Sorabjee, who made submissions on
the matter in his individual capacity that ran
counter to the view taken by the government.

Five judges—V.N, Khare, 3.S.M. Quadri,
Ruma Pal, S.N. Variava and Ashok Bhan—
gave four separate judgments but mostly
agreed with the majority view except on reg-
ulations on the unaided MEIs. Justice Ehare
and Justice Quadri agreed with the majority
judgment but differed on the applicability of
Article 29 (2) to Article 30 (1). Justice Quadri
said the right to admit students by an MEI
could not be affected by receipt of aid from
the state government.

® Please see www.timesofindia.com for more
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CHENNAL, Oct. 31, — The
controversial Bill to replace
the ' Ordinance prohibiting
conversion from one religion
to another by use of force or
allurement or by fraudulent
means, was passed by the
Tamil Nadu Assembly today
amid vociferous protests by
the Opposition which insis-
ted on a division.

In view of the absolute
majority enjoyed by the rul-
ing AIADMK in the 234-
strong House, the Bill was
passed with 140 members
vating in its favour and 73
opposing it.

The BJP and the TMC
supported the Bill. The Op-
position, including the
DMK, Congress, PMK, CPI
and the CPI-M voted
against,

On 5 October, barely
three weeks before the As-
sembly session was to begin,
the Governor promulgated

A

the anti-conversion Ordi-
nance, which said that those
violating the provisions
could be imprisoned for a
maximum period of three
years and fined up to Rs
50,000, In the event of the
converted person being a
minor or woman, the pun-
ishment is more rigid with
imprisonment extending to
four years and a fine ex-
tending to Rs 1 lakh,
Dismissing QOpposition
charges that the govern-
ment was introducing such a
legislation “only to please
certain people”, the chief
minister, Miss Jayalalitha,
said she had received re-
ports from several parts of
the state that conversions
from one religion to anoth-
er were being made by use
of force or allurement or by
fraudulent means.
“Bringing in a legislation
to prohibit such conversions
will act as a deterrent
against anti-sociais and ves-
ted groups who exploit the

ersion

—

id protests

depressed classes.”
Moreover, the legislation
will be useful to maintain
public order and to nip in
the bud attempts by reli-
gious fundamentalists and
subversive forces to create
communal tension under
the garb of religious conver-
sion, Miss Jayalalitha said.
Allaying fears that the
legislation may be misused
against any particular reli-

_gion, she pointed out that

no religion has been men-
tioned in the Bill.

Seer supports Bill: The
opposition to the anti-
conversion Bill was “only
political” as it didn’t pre-
vent anyone from volun-
tarily embracing another
religion, the Kanchi Sankar-
acharya, 'Shri Jayendra
Saraswathi, said today, adds
SNS. The seer urged the
Hindus to give up untouch-
ability and help in “the
economic and social eman-
cipatian” of Harijans.
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| COLOMBO, OCT. 28. The SH Lankan Govern-
s ment today decided o form an advisory
committee to ensure the safety and security
of the island’s Muslims in the northeast,
The Minister for Muslim Affeirs and lead-
er of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, Rauff
Hakeem, would head the commitiee, the
State-run Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corpora-
tion said, adding that Musiim MPs from the
northeast would be in the commiree.
The panel would aim at ensuring the par-
ticipation of the Muslim community in the
current efforts to chalk out a negatiated po-
litica) settlement with the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). .

Sri Lanka to
By V.5. Sambandan W

The sensitive 'Muslim question looms
large over the second round of talks, sched-
uled to begin in Thailand later this week.
Muslims have lived under insecure condi-
tions fearing attacks by the LTTE, which
evicted all Mustims in the north, a decade
ago, The Tamil-Muslim animosity, trig-
gered by murtual distrust, has been a long-
standing problem, resulting in the build-up
of a Special Task Force in the east.

The Tigers recalled all Muslims earlier
this year, forcing them to resettle in the
north. At last month's first round of talks,
the LTTE’s chief negotiator, Anton S, Bala-
singham, said the entire northeast was the
homeland for all Tamil-speaking peonle.
However, these have not yet won the confi-
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dence of Muslims, who contintie 1o feel in-
secure in the face of extortions by the
Tigers.

Moreover, the SLMC is also going
through a political crisis, with some MPs
bringing pressure on Mr. Hakeem to ensure
the safety of the Muslims in the east. The
ethnic mix in the east, with an equal spread
of the three main communities — Tamils,
Muslims and Sinhalese — makes it a poten-
tial hotspot.

The seriousness of the eastern question
in determining the course of the negotia-
tions is evident from the inclusion of the
LTTE's eastern military commandey, Karu-
na, in the Tigers' team for the second round

of talks.
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Y ARE laws passed?
Surely, not because they
are always in the public
interest? Statutes wear
many disguises to serve those who
enact them. Gusfield’s marvellous
book, Symbolic Crusade, on Amer-
ica’s whisky amendments serves as a
cominon sense reminder that partic-
ular laws are passed for both ‘sym-
bolic” and ‘instrumental’ reasons. In
all this, the politics of a law tran-
scends its contents. The Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister, Javalalithaa's Ordi-
nance on religious conversions is de-
signed to assert her social and
potitical power and to threaten mi-
norities with oppression if they do
anything more than quietly pray in
their mosques and churches. The ef-
fect of the Ovdinance is to project Ms.
Jayalalithaa as the protector of a de-
spondent Hinduism who will use the
power of the state if a single conver-
sion takes place in Tamil Nadu.

Why an Ordinance? Ordinances
subvert democracy by presenting
legisiatures which represent the peo-
ple with a fait accompli, When the
Ordinance was presented to him for
signature on October 5, 2002, Tamil
Nadu's Governor, P.S. Ramamohan
Rao, had a duty to advise Ms. Jayala-
lithaa that the Assembly was due to
meet in three weeks on October 24;
and that measures of this nature de-
serve 1o fully discussed on the floor
of an elected legislature. But, he
failed to do so. Both democracy and
secularism arc the poorer as a conse-
quence. The Ordinance was a skin
reaction 1o the recent 'mass conver-
sions’ of poor Dalits in Madurai to
the Seventh Day Adventist Church,
The Dalits have more than cause to
reject  Hinduism. Ambedkar em-
braced Buddhism. Mass conversions
by Datits protest centuries of contin-
uing oppression,

The cruelty has not stopped. On
May 21, 2002, in the village of Thin-
niam in Tiruchi district, two Dalits,
Murugesam and Ramaswamy, were
branded with hot irons and forced to
eat human excreta. Unfortunately,
stories of oppression of Dalits —
each more vile than the other — at-
tract less attention than their conver-
sion. The cause of the conversion is
forgotten; the symptom of conver-
sion has acquired priority on the po-
litical agenda<’A Hinduism unable to
ifr7its injustices can hardly
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By Rajeev Dhavan

TheTamil Nadu Ordinance is not a simple statute
Jor “truth, justice and the Hindu way of life”. It is
a kind of Hindu fatwa exhorting Hindus not to
convert to any faith on pain of imprisonment.

blame other faiths from accepting
‘refugees’ into their attractively egal-
itarian folds. But, the Ordinance
touts Hindu politics for future electo-
ral advantage. Ms. Jayalalitha an-
nounced free lunches accompanied
by spiritual education in the Kapa-
leeswar and, subsequently, 150 other
temples. This is the state flaunting
the ‘faith’ for popularity among
Hindus and for their votes. It helps to
explain the timing and purpose of
the Ordinance.

The Ordinance surpasses its Orissa
and Madhya Pradesh prototypes in
its timing, intent and content. Sec-
tion 3 states that “No person shall
convert or attempt to convert either

spirited debate on December 3-7,
1948, in the Constituent Assembly
led to a permanent inclusion of the
right to propagate one's religion in
the Censtitution after duly consider-
ing any “dangerous implications” —
with K.M. Munshi explaining that
such a right was also inherent in the
free speech provisions.

The Supreme Court’s decision in
the Stanilaus case in January 1977,
approving similar Madhya Pradesh
and Orissa legislations, declared that
the right to propagate one's faith
does not include the right to convert
others to one’s faith. The Stanilaus
verdict is an unsatisfactory and cur-
sorily written judgment — with

directly or otherwise
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‘Emergency  haste’

any person from one
religion to another either by use of
force or by alluremenis or by any
fraudulent means”. Abetment of
conversion is also prohibited. Each
magistrate virtually becomes the
Lokpal — prosecutor of all offences
because the Ordinance specifically
requires anyone who is converted or
who officiates in the conversion to
inform the local magistrate. The Act
targets conversions — criminalising
attempt to, abetment of, and partici-
pation in, conversions. The word 'ei-
ther’ in Section 3 enlarges an already
wide ranging offence which attracts
fines up to Rs.50,000 and imprison-
ment up 1o 3 years. Ta add insult to
injury, this punishment is enhanced
not just, for minors but for women,
Dalits, and tribals — who have undis-
puted experiential reasons to reject a
Hindu faith that has shown only cru-
elty to some, if not all of them.
India’s Constitution protects not
just the freedom to believe and prac-
tise one's faith, but also to propagate
it. This decision came after much de-
liberation. Not included in the Con-
stitutional Committee’s Draft Report
of April 3, 1947, the right to propaga-
te found inclusion in the suggestions
of the Minorities Sub-Committee of
April 19-22, 1947, to occupy its place
in the Draft Constitutions of October
1947; and, then, February 1948. A
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written all over it. Re-
lying on dictionary meanings of the
word ‘propagate’, the judgment rests
on the distinction between “trans-
mitting or spreading one’s faith” and
conversion. Surely, the latter flows
from the former as a possible conse-
quence. If a Hindu has a right to his
own faith, he also has the right to
choose another. Hinduism does not
falter to convert others. Or, indeed,
convert back into the fold in various
subtle ways.

The Supreme Court's judgments
on Hinduism (1965}, Hindutva (1995)
and Teaching Text Book Dharma
(2002) underline how an expansion-
ist Hinduism obfuscates reality. If the
distinction between 'spreading’ ones
faith and canverting people is thin,
the terms indicating ‘coercion’ in the
form of ‘force’, "allurement’ of ‘fraud’
are no less ambiguous. In the Ordi-

nance, ‘force’ includes ‘threat of di-,

vine displeasure’ and allurement
includes ‘grant of material benefit,
either monetary or otherwise’. As
soon as a conversion takes place, a
prima facie case is made out against
both the converted and the faith con-
verted into. The prefix “any" to
fraudulent means enlarges the of-
fence of conversion. Once this starts,
this process becomes the puni-
shment. And the punishment of one
becomes a potential threat to all —
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including those who bona fide leave
the Hindu faith to enter another. The
Stanilaus case passes over important
questions as to whether ‘conver-
sions’ are connected to public order
which is a necessary requirement for
the state to legislate on the subject.
Conversions would give rise to public
disorder only if Ms. Jayalalithaa’s po-
litical cohorts or mischievous psue-

do-fundamentalists  create  such
disorder.
Neither the converts nor the

priests act disorderly. The Stanilaus
decision does not examine the issues
confronting it with the care or con-
cern due to such an important con-
troversy. That the Supreme Court
upheld the Orissa and Madhya Pra-
desh legislation does not mean that
such legislation should be enacted —
stilk less so in our hopelessly fragile
and troubled times. The Ordinance
sets up every District Magistrate in
Tamil Nadu as a prosecuting Lokpal
on conversions. Every single convert
and participating priest has to be re-
port the conversion to the local ma-
gistracy. Such a close scrutiny of any
faith has not taken place since the
Inquisition. All converts inevitably
wear a crown of thorns as they pre-
sent themselves for inspection — to
be ruthlessly interrogated and perse-
cuted. The Ordinance creates a
strong interfering mechanism in-
truding into people’s choices about
their faith in every district in Tamil
Nadu.

The Tamil Nadu Ordinance is not
a simple statute for “truth, justice
and the Hindu way of life”. It is a kind
of Hindu fatwa exhorting Hindus not
to convert to any faith on pain of im-
prisonment and fine. Only flogging is
left out. And, even that takes place in
prisons and police stations. No less,
the fatwa warns all the non-Hindu
faiths that if their teaching yields a
convert, the Big Sister Tamit Nadu
state through its magisterial cavalry
will subject them to inquisition; and,
if needs be, punishment. Of course,
the Ordinance does not mention
Hindus and Non-Hindus. But, is
there any doubt that this is what the
Ordinance is all about? Hypocrisy tri-
umphs. Indian secularism is reserved
for international meetings on Kash-
mir;  and, bruised at  home.
Hinduism's enviable capacity to
learn is replaced by an aggressively
defensive bigotry.
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EVEN BY THE standards Bal Thackeray has set
for himself and his outfit, Shiv Sena, for minor-
ity bashing, the tone and tenor of his latest
anti-Muslim tirade is outrageously provoca-
tive, intimidatory and, worse, an open invita-
tion to minority-targeting acts of terrorism. Mr.
Thackeray’s vituperative outburst has come
from two platforms — one, a public meeting to
mark the Dussera festival and, the other, the
columns of the Sena mouthpiece, Saamna —
and the message itself has two distinctive
strands which together espouse the majoritar-
ian communal agenda. The first, which is in the
nature of a call to the Hindus to refer to India as
‘Hindurashtra® and an authoritative claim of
primacy to the Hindu religion, is an unmiti-
gated affront to the secular and pluralistic doc-
trines that are the core planks of the Indian
Constitution. Much more vicious and incendi-
ary is Mr. Thackeray’s clear suggestion that the
Hindus also, like “them” ({read the Muslims),
organise ‘suicide squads’, and the target allhud-
ed to here is obvious. Add to these his other
remarks — such as his expressed desire to
“wipe out” trouble-making Muslims and his
proposition that throwing out the Bangladeshi
Muslim migrants would make the country “se-
cure”. Clearly, Mr. Thackeray has, in effect, de-
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clared what amounts to a 'war against the

minority community. If all these do not consti-
tute attempts to create communal hatred and
incite violence — acts that attract penal provi-
sions of the law of the land — what else will?
And, remember, the hate campaign run by the
likes of Mr. Thackeray against the minorities is
by no means sporadic but a systematic and
institutionalised  programme rooted in
‘ideclogy’.

A subtext of the Shiv Sena supremo’s sug-
gestion for ‘Hindu suicide squads’, a manifes-
fation of the ‘we versus they syndrome
characteristic of the Hindutva line of thought,
is a deliberate attempt to see acts of terror in
communal terms, as determined by the reli-
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gion to which the perpetrators belong. Nothing
could be more perverse than this. Yet, for its
part, the Sangh Parivar has always tended to
take such a view and has clamoured for retribu-
tion on that basis, as has been borne out by the
post-Godhra killings in Gujarat earlier this year.
If the VHP and other RSS affiliates had made
bold to talk of “repeating the successful Gujarat
experiment” countrywide, they became even
more brazen and strident in holding out threats
to the minority community after the more re-
cent ‘terrorist attack on the Swaminarayan
Akshardham temple in Gandhinagar (Gujarat).
In a sense, Mr. Thackeray’s latest anti-Muslim
diatribe has to be seen in this overall context of
the Hindutva forces’ heightened intolerance.
No party of governance can allow such perni-
cious rantings, which seek to divide the Indian
polity on the basis of religion and give credence
to the discredited two-nation theory, to go un-
noticed if it is not to forfeit its Constitutional
right to govern. The sort of freedom Mr. Thack-
eray and those of his ilk {Ashok Singhal, for
instance) enjoy in carrying on their hate cam-
paign against the minorities and in a manner
that is palpably inflammatory is a damning tes-
timony of the Atal Behari Vajpayee regime’s in-
eptitude. And the contrast is striking — and in a
cruelly ironical way — when it is set against the
fact that some small-time activists allegedly of
the autlawed Islamic outfit, SIMI, are held un-
der the overly stringent provisions of POTA for
having pasted stickers with provocative slo-
gans. The irony is further compounded by the
fact that the Shiv Sena is a constituent of the
NDA coalition — one with an ideological affin-
ity with the leading partner, the BJP — and Mr.
Thackeray himself enjoys tremendous clout
with Mr. Vajpayee. What needs to be realised is
that the Thackerays {and the Ashok Singhals,
not to speak of Narendra Modis) are a veritable
threat to any democratic and secular society
and have to be treated as such, if India is not to
sink deeper into a morass of lawlessness. /



- Tamil Nadu’s ordinance shows Hindutva is

w bigger than the BJP

Fascism, Chennal style

he recent ordinance issued
by J. Jayalalithaa banning
conversions “either by
force, allurements or fraud-
ulent means,” is more
proof, if any were needed, that for ali
practical purposes Jayalalithaa's cur-
rent term in office signals the extent to
which Hindutva is sinking deep roots
within Tamil Nadu. Many of her pub-
lic actions, from needlessly inviting
controversy over the issue of conver-
sion, to her open use of state power to
organize “Anhadhanam” at ternples,
and her apparent soft corner for
Narendra Medi all suggest that Jay-
alalithaa has not only made her peace
with the Bharatiya Janata Party, but
will also court the most diehard Hin-
dutva elements. Of course the style in
which all this is being done is vintage
Jayalalithaa: escalated rhetoric, an 1
dare you to challenge me” attitude, and
basic disregard for all the civilities and
proprieties of a liberal democratic so-
ciety
Much of this bluster is of course
being driven by political compulisions,
particularly her need to solidify an un-
derstanding with the BJR But the real
significance of the draconian and ill
considered anti-conversion ordinance
is this. It reminds us that mamy of the
incendiary issues that the BJP has cap-
italized upon have acquired a Jife inde-
pendent of the political fortunes of the
BJP itself, Hindutva in Gujarat now
{ranscends Narendra Modi and has in-
fected the Congress within Gujarat toa
great extent. Anti-Christian sentiment
in Rajasthan is fomented by many po-
litical groups in the state, and many
anti-conversion measures were in the
past sponsored by the Congress iiself.
Jayalalithaa’s open advocacy of the
BJP's political agenda is simply part of
a pattern that suggests Hindutva has
become larger than the BJP Periods of
relative calm must not luil us into the
complacency that a serious assault on
liberal vaiues is not being legitimized
by parties other than the BJP as well,

nance is, like most anti-conver-

sion ordinances, a draconian di-
rective, It requires that all conversions
be reported to local magistrates, and
imposes stiff penalties on those who
“abet conversion”. The penalties are
even higher if the targets are sched-
tled castes and scheduled tribes. It has
to be said that such basically anti-liber-
al legislation has been facilitated by

T he Tamil Nadu conversion ordi-

The author is professor of
philosophy, law and governance,
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Dethi
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the Supreme Court through its deci-
sions in the Stanislaus case that some
years ago upheld the Orissa and Mad-
hya Pradesh anti-conversion legisla-
tions. The court’s reasoning on that oc-
casion now provides some of the staple
assumptions of anti-conversion legis-
lation. These assumptions are evident
in the Tamil Nadu ordinance as well,
The first assumption is that one can
make a distinction between the free-
dom to propagate one’s religion on the
one hand, which Article 25 of the Indi-
an Constitution expressly protects,

and attempts to convert someone of
another religion. This is an extraordi-
narily obscure distinction. Second,
there is an assumption that most con-
versions happen because of some ma-
terial allurements heing offered by the
converting parties. The Supreme
Court, and I suspect, many Hindus at
large, think that this is scandalous.
The idea that people should trade away
their religion or consciences under
some inducement is considered repre-
hensible.

All this may be true enough. But it
ought to be even more scandalous that
we feigh horyor at the prospect that
peaple might convert for anything
other that religious motives, but are
barely offended by the fact that we live
in societies where people are routinely
put in such posttions of deprivation

that selling one’s soul seems like the
most humane thing to do.

But the deeper worry about this at-
titude is this. In a liberal society the
state ought not to be in the business of
saving anybody’s souls. It really is ir-
relevant to the state what people’s mo-
tives behind choosing their religious
confession are. We may find the fact
that people choose their religion for all
kinds of motives uncomfortable, but
frankly it really is none of our busi-
ness.

Third, there is the assumption that

‘ In our political climate,
there is a steadfast
refusal to see conversion

for what it might be ,

.

particular groups need protection. But
again, there is something disquieting
about the underlying assumptions.
The Tamil Nadu ordinance, like other

" such ordinances and pronouncements

of the Supreme Court, assumes that
groups like the scheduled castes and
tribes cannot manage their own beliefs
and are more susceptible to being
duped than everyone else, This is an
extraordinarily condescending atti-

tude towards the scheduled castes. It
sets up the state as their benefactor
and protector of their beliefs, 1t is iron-
ical that parties associated with anti-
Brahmanism can endorse the kind of
condescension that has Brahmanism
written all over it. Read the Tamij}
Nadu ordinance, read the Stanislaus
decision of the Supreme Court, and
you canqnot but help thinking that all of
our worries about conversion often
stem from our patronizing attitudes to
the poor and marginalized.

Fourth, there is the bizarre as-
sumption that if force is being de-
ployed to convert someone, we need
special legislation. I would have as-
sumed that it is illegal to force some-
one to do something against their will
anyway, whether it is getting them to
convertor todo something else. Allure-
ment is teo vague a term and doesn't
prima facie strike most people as a
crime. Fifth, the argument that conver-
ston is a threat to law and order is curi-
ously self-fulfilling. It is a threat to law
and order only because groups intey-
fere with the right of individuals toex-
ercise their free choices, for their owm
reasons,

there is a steadfast refusal 1o see

conversion for what it might be.
It might be a form of political dissen-
sion, a form of social proiest, and an
act of cheice in a world which gives
many of these who exercise it very few
choices. In effect, anti-conversion leg-
islation is an abridgment of funda-
mental political freedoms as well.
Anti-conversion ordinances of the
Tamil Nadu variety are illiberal at
their very core, Its only purpose is to
consolidate a supposedly Hindu con-
stituency; Jayalalithaa cares neither
for the scheduied tribes, nor genuine
religious piety

The Tamil Nadu ordinance is a har- -

binger of the fact that Hindutva can
gain ground without the BJP as well. It
signifies that we don’t understand the
basic premises of our liberty, so we are
oftenr ready to excuse such measures
simply because they do not stem from
our favourite enemy, It is a sign that in
India, as the Supreme Court has often
exemplified, the state is not averse to
regulating people’s beliefs for them,
often in the name of protecting them.
And it is a sign that if we deify our
politicians they will, as Jayalalithaa is
beginning to, claim god’s mantle. That,
like most gods, they will be very fickle,
condoning Hindutva viclence one day,
and anti-Kannada sentiment the next,
should be of little comfort. We should
have a debate on conversions, and de-
feat every anti-conversion ordinance
that jeopardizes our liberties.

Finally. in our political climate,
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CORRESPONDENT

Chennai, Oct. 6: The Jayala-
lithaa government has pushed
through a midnight Ordinance
banning religious conversion by
“force, allurement or fraudulent
means”, winning accolades from
the BJP and triggering potshots
that she is drifting closer to the
Central coalition.

The Tamil Nadu Prehibition
of Forcible Conversion of Reli-
gion Ordinance, 2002, stipulates
a prison term extending up to
three years and a maximum fine
of Rs 50,000 for forcible conver-
sion, The punishment is stiffer
for converting a minor, a woman
or a person belonging to the
Scheduled Castes or the Sched-
uled Tribes — a maximum jail
term of four years and fine ex-
tending up to Rs 11akh.

The Ordinance, issued by
Governor PS. Ramamohan Rao
late last night, came into effect
immediately, taking political cir-
cles by surprise.

Parties are intrigued by the
timing and the haste with which
the state government has pushed
through a law that could have
far-reaching effects. When the
Assembly's monsoon session
has been convened for October
24, why this haste, asked senior
CPM secretariat member G. Ra-
makrishnan. He said the move
looked to “be one more step” in
the direction of the ADMK get-
ting closer to the BJP.

Few seemed convinced by
claims in official circles that one
of its objectives is to deter reli-
gious fundamentalist terrorist
outfits from using conversion as
a tool to gain strength. “When
constitutional provisions are al-
ready there against forcible con-
version from one religion to an-
other, there is no need for such
an Ordinance or law at the state
level,” said Ramakrishnan,

Welcoming Jayalalithaa's
move, senior state BJP leader L,
Ganesan contended that the con-
stitutional provisions might be
against forceful religious con-

. version, but there is no law to
‘punish such offences. Hence,
there was a need for a state-level
legislation and states like Orissa
and Madhya Pradesh already
have such a law in place, he said.

The Orissa law — the Freed- K
om of Religion Act — was introd- %E T E LEGR AP
uced by a Congress government
after the uproar that followed the
murder of Christian missionary
Graham Staines and his sons. :

Ganesan said such a law at
the state level has been the BJP's h 7 0 E’ I 2 JH
demand from its Jan Sangh days.

“I appreciate Dr J. Jayalalithag
for her bold decision.” :
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EVENTY-FIVE yearjafter B. R.
Ambedkar led his Palit col-
leagues to Chavdar Talab in
Mahad to claim access to
drinking water and was greeted with
stones while returning, matters do
not seem to have changed much in
some places of the country. This
stark truth dawned upon the Dalits of
Chakwada village, Rajasthan, when
they planned to take cut a “sadbha-
vana yatra” to expose caste discrimi-
nation, The Dalits of Chakwada, to
this day barred from bathing at the
public pond or entry to Hindu tem-
ples, planned a march froin Chaksu
to Chakwada to challenge the op-
pression of the Hindu upper castes,
As news about the yatra spread, the
upper castes started forming illegal
assemblies near the pond and
blocked access to the venue,

The journey of the Dalits’ quest for
social equality, which began with the
movements initiated by Jyotirao
Phule, has traversed a long and pain-
ful path. Their strongest articulation
came during the lifetime of Ambed-
kar. His Chavdar Talab agitation, Kal-
ram Mandir entry effort and burning
of the Manusmriti are the three ma-
jor landmarks in this arduous task,
which apparently remains incom-
plete til date. The denial of these
“identity related practices” is the sur-
face phenomenon hiding the deeper
deprivation of justice to these “chil-
dren of a lesser god”, the failure of
land reforms and the persistence of
Brahminical values in society. Dur-
ing the freedom struggle, Ambed-
kar's emphasis on issues related to
social justice forced the leaders of the
national movement to take these up
as part of the agenda associated with
the main demand for unshackling
the country from the chains of colo-
nialism. [t was no coincidence that
Gandhi, who had some ditferences
with him on the issue of a separate
electorate, suggested Ambedkar's
name to head the committee to draft
the Constitution.

With Nehru in the lead after Inde-
pendence, the national policy was
geared towards land reforms and
heavy industrialisation (public sec-
tor). The latter ensured the policy of
reservation for the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes. The rapid in-
dustrialisation and reservation poli-
cies ensured a change and Dalits

Strivin

By Ram Puniyani

began entering the industrial, urban
arenas and Government services in
large numbers. But things were not
as simple. Apart from the public sec-
tor and Government jobs, most other
avenues remained closed for them.
Even in the implementation of the
reservation policy, many subtle hur-
dles were placed with the result that
the desired results could not be
achieved. Land reforms were
brought in bits and pieces and the
goal of land to the tiller remained a
distant dream. The ‘benami’ subter-
fuge ensured that the land remained
in the hands of an elite few and their
close relatives. Dadasaheb Giakwad
led a massive movement for land

tion of caste and of gender. The so-
cial space, which till the 1980s had
some place for the problems related
to ‘this world’, started getting side-
tracked and the issues of temple and
mosque were thrust upon &n unsus-
pecting society. The core political
agenda of this change of track was to
curtail the development of the de-
prived sections of society.

The tirst symptoms of the upper
castes' discomfort with the Dalits’
rise came in the form of the anti-res-
ervation riots in Gujarat, first in 1980
and then in 1985. It is no ceincidence
that the Hindutva agenda started its
upward journey precisely during this
phase and appeals on behalf of Lord

The rise of Hindutva politics is the reassertion of
pre-modern hierarchies... the main point being
to push back any gains in the process
of social transformation.

rights but the results were far from
satisfactory.

The efforts of the naxalites in the
late 1970s were, in a way, aimed at
bringing the issue of land rights to
the fore. But, neither that movement
nor other groups could back it up.
The result was the failure of the goal
of land to the tller. Even the poten-
tial rebellion of Dalit Panthers was
co-opted by the highly efficient up-
per caste formations, which have
been guarding their privileges irre-
spective of the Government in pow-
er. It also saw the emergence of
groups such as the Ranvir Sena
wliose sole aim was to suppress the
rights of the Dalits, who were becom-
ing more and more aware about
them. With the coming of globalisa-
tion and the decline of the public
sector, the earlier spaces available for
Dalits began shrinking. The closure
of industrial units played havoc with
the employinent scenario of the pop-
ulace as a whole and of the Dalits in
particuiar.

From the 1980s, the Nehru-Am-
bedkar (industrialisation plus efforts
for social justice) policies started cav-
ing in and new social phenomena
began setting the clock of social de-
velopment back. The rise of the
Hindu Right was the most concen-
trated expression of opposition to
the possibility of social transforma-

Ram started becoming more assert-
ive to begin with and more aggressive
in due course. The clever ploy em-
ployed was to change the terrain of
the barttle. Instead of snubbing the
Dxalits, an enemy was manufactured
fitst among the Muslims and then
among the Christians, and sections
of Dalits began getting co-opted into
the Hindutva stream. Implementa-
tion of the Mandal Commission's
recommencations demonstrated
this clearly. The counter-reaction of
the upper castes, which was picking
up momentum through various Ya-
tras, transformed itself into a huge
avalanche, resulting in the ‘success’
of L. K. Advani's Rath Yatra, the dem-
olition of the Babri Masjid and the
anti-Muslim pogroms of 1992-93.
With the rising assertion of Hindu
Rashtra politics, the transformation
towards social equality has become a
distant dream. It appears as if the
whole flow of the current has been
frozen in space and time. The Dalits
in the villages suffer not only the
pangs of hunger but all social depri-
vations. Untouchability, the curse of
our society, persists in vast masses of
villages. In Dalit bastis in the urban
centres, unempleyment is worse. In
such a situation, the identity politics
being imposed by the RSS is playing
havoc with the issues of bread and
butter, housing and clothing, which

75 SEF203

TR E A ‘im_

&

- e b !:‘\»-‘ﬁ} .

g for social justice

have been relegated to the back-
ground. Arrocities against  Dalit
women persist and many a time are
used as tools to punish those who
‘dare’ raise their voice to get justice
in society, The Human Rights watch
report points out: "More than one-
sixth of India’s population, some 160
million people, live a precarious ex-
istence, shunned by much of society
because of their rank as 'untouch-
ables’ or Dalits — literally meaning
‘broken-people’ at the bottom of [n-
dia’s caste system. Dalits are discrim-
inated against, denied access to land,
forced to work in degrading condi-
tions, and routinely abused at the
hands of palice and higher-caste
groups that enjoy the state’s protec-
tion. In what has been called India’s
apartheid, entire villages in many In-
dian States remain completely segre-
gated by caste. National legislation
and the Constitution serve only to
mask the social realities of discrimi-
nation and violence faced by those
living below “pollution line” (From
Broken Pcople, Page 2, Human
Rights Watch, 1999),

The figures of atrocities against
Dalits also point to a rise in the pat-
tern. Murders, grievous hurt, rape
and other crimes all show close to a
three-fold rise during the last decade
and a half. It scems that though Man-
u’s edicts do not rule in an uncom-
promising way today, the fact is that
Manusmriti prevails in a subtle, yet
highly concentrated way. The preva-
lent contradictions at one level are a
carry forward from the past: at an-
other, they continue because of the
‘weakness’ of our freedom struggle,
which could not sidetrack the powers
of the ‘pre-madern’ social forces of
zamindari and clergy. In many coun-
tries, the end of the ‘fendal-serf” rela-
tionship, a relegation of clergy to the
backyards of society did bring in the
modern values of liberty, equality
and fraternitv. The rise of Hindutva
politics is the reassertion of pre-
modern  hierarchies laced in the
modern language of glorious tradi-
tion and ultra-nationalism, the main
point being to push back any gains in
the process of social transformation
during the decades of the 1950s to
the 1980s.

{The writer works for EKTA, Com-

mittee  for (?ommman;y.

Mumbai.)
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BJ P raises hot
pursult bogey

HT Correspon nts
Ahmedabad/ New Delhirs
Sringgar, September 26

THE AIR resounded with
war cries as the entire BJP
establishment today rush-
ed to shift the temple tervor
focus from Gujarat riots to
Pakistan, the temple of ter-
ror. While Narendra Modi
claimed the two temple
raiders were foreigners,
the BJP demanded a hot
pursuit across the border.
Union Minister of State for
Home ID Swami duly com-
plied, saying a war with
Pakistan couldn’t be ruled
out,

Modi pooh-poched the
contents of the pamphlets
found on the two slain des-
perados that said the Ak-
shardham attack was re-
venge for the atrocities on
the minorities during the
riots. “They were deliber-
ately kept in their pockets
to mislead our investiga-
tions.” The attackers were
residents of either PoK or
Pakistan, but definitely not
locals, he added, He aiso de-
nied the Delhi Police Com-
missioner’s stafement that
the Gujarat Government
had been alerted about a
possible temple attack.

The Delhi BJP took the
cue from Modi, urging the
Centre to exercise the op-
tion of a “limited strike”
on PoK to curb the menace
of terrorism. The party or-
ganised a match to the Pak-
istan High Commission in
Chanakyapuri in protest
against the temple attack.
Demanding immediate “ac-
tion” against Pakistan. the

Y WAR

Pakistan had a

temgple attack; &
Bwar is hot ruled out

Swami

The terrorists came
from Pakistan or
PoK. The attack is
not linked to the
Gujarat riots

tolerate terrorism
but never does a
thing about it

' Thackeray

party warned Pakistan
with a “befitting response”
if it doesn’'t desist from
sponsoring terrorism. Po-
lice had {6 use water can-
nons to disperse the surg-
ing BJP congregation.

State unit president
Madan Lal Khurana said
it’s high time the country
cracked down on the neigh-
bouring country, but added
that the party was not ask-
ing for a “full-fledged war”
against Pakistan. He said
the State unit would urge
the Prime Minister and the
Deputy Prime Minister to
consider tough action.

BJP Parliamentary Par-
ty spokesman Vijay Kumar
Malhotra criticised the
Congress, the Left and the
Samajwadi Party for their
speeches during the Gu-
jarat violence, saying that
these gave a fillip to the ter-
rorists. He said the Opposi-

tion was reluctant t0 con-
demn the Godhra violence

and the  Akshardham
killings. He, {00, called for a
“pro-active” policy on
Pakistan.

Swami echoed the hot
pursuit chorus in his party,
saving the option of a war
against Pakistan was still
open. He held Islamabad re-
sponsible for the Swami-
narayan temple attack and
said it was a desperate re-
action to the smooth con-
duct of elections in Jammu
and Kashmir.

He dismissed the notion
that the incident was
linked to the post-Godhra
riots and said it was a re-
flection of the “frustration
of the militant groups that
face defeat in Kashmir”.

He said preliminary in-
vestigations revealed that
the two militants were not
from Kashmir or any other
part of India. The tech-
nique and the modus
operandi pointed to the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad, he
said.

Adding to the war cries,
Shiv Sena chief Bal Thack-
eray threatened to pull out
from the NDA Government
as the Prime Minister had
failed to control terrorism.
“He keeps saying that we
will not tolerate terrorism.
but he never does a thing
about it,” Thackeray said.
“How long can this be toler-
ated? It is better to pull out
of such a weakling govern-
ment than be a part of it.”

Related reports on Page 7
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”l"error tamed at dawn

Vinay Menon
CGandhinagar; beptember 25

AS THE first rays of sunlight
soaked the Akshardham com-
plex, NSG commandos moved in
for the kill. In a swift operation,
they brought to an end the tem-
ple siege by gunning down the
two fidaveernn who had kept an
entire nation on tenterhooks for
13 gruelling hours.

The two seemed to be in their
early twenties and had 180
rounds of ammunition with 25-
odd grenades strapped to their
bodies. Their bags stacked with
dry fraits, they were clearly pre-
pared for a lengthy hostage plan.

They were carrying photo-
copies of a hand-written Urdu
pamphlet in which a little khown
terrorist outfit, Tehrik-e-Kasas,
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack. It said the outfit wanted to
avenge the atrocity on Muslims
during the Gujarat riots.

The terrorists entered the
temple complex through Gate
no 3. Atui, a temple volunteer,
saw them and informed another
volunteer, Nishit, who monitors
in-house tetecommunications.
Nishit dialled up every hall
and asked volunteers to shut
the doors.

Sensing their plan was going
awry, the terrorists tried to en-
ter the main temple, But the vol-
unteer there outran them and
shut the massive wooden door
before they could reach it, thus
saving some 200 lives.

Theugh Gujarat Police and
CRPF personnel had engaged
the terrorists in the evening,
the tempo picked up as NSG
commandos landed from Delhi
and launched their operation,
codenamed Vajrashakti.

Armed with Heckler-Koch
automatic weapons loaded with
four magazines each, night vi-
sion glasses, sniper cover and
superior Glock automatic pis-
tols, the team hemmed in. Also
at hand were grenade and rock-
et launchers, though temple au-

)(i v \ (L

HOW NSG COMMANDOS BROKE THE SIEGE

1.00 AM A search of the temple
complex thraws up the body of a
constable, Terrorists hiding
nearby begin firing, giving away
their general location

thorities insisted on minimum
collateral damage.

Till 1 am, the NSG men
crawled across the 23-acre com-
plex, looking for the enemy. They
found the body of an SRP consta-
ble. This provided the vital lead
on the terrorists’ position. But
little headway could be made as
tall trees blocked their sight de-
spite the night vision goggles.
“The terrorists were crouched in
a dark spot whereas we were
moving in from light to dark, giv-
ing away our positions,” said
Brig Raj Seethapathy, Force Com-
mander of the Special Action
Group that led the operation.

The commandos decided to
wait for daybreak. Till that
came, they kept up the sporadic

2.30 AM A brief encounter
helps pinpoint the militants’
exact location. But it still isn't
enough and the commandos
decide to wait for daybreak

exchange of fire to monitor the
terrorists’ location. At 5.30 am,
a team led by Seethapathy spot-
ted the assailants.

Commando Suresh got clos-
est to them, taking potshots
from behind a tree. But he was
hit by a retaliatory bullet in
the throat, the only area in the
body not covered by the protec-
tive gear Suresh died on
the spot.

Undeterred, Seethapathy and
seven other NSG men rushed in
with rapid fire. The Brigadier
pumped nearly five rounds into
one of the terrorists while one of
his colleagues riddled the other
with four. By 7 am, Vajrashakti
was called off. Qur soldiers had
saved the day vet again.

3.30 AM The commandos move
in and wind up the operation in
a few minutes, shooting down
the two terrorists (photograph
of a slain militant above)

Atal-Sonia duet

THE TEMPLE attack bro-
ught Prime Minister AB
Vajpayee and hizdepufy LK . |
Advani onto the same plat- ‘
form with Congress chief ’
Sonia Gandhi on Wed-
nesday as they condemned
terrorism in one voice. Vaj-
payvee said the successful
J&K polls had forced mili-
tants to choose Gujarat as
target. He and Sonia visited
the civil hospital and met
those injured in the attack.

HTC, Ahmedabad
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"7 Christians

in Karachl attack

~ AAMIR ASHRAF

KARACHI, SEPTEMBER?

WO gunmen burst

into the offices of a

Christian charity in

Karachi - on

- Wednesday and tied up and

gagged seven Christians before

shooting them at point blank
range, police said.

The attack wasthe latestina
series of bloody assaults on
Christian or Western targets
since Pakistan’s military gov-
emmentsided with the US-led
war an terrar last year.

Six men died mstantly, and
doctors said a seventh died
shortly afterwards at Karachi's
main hospital. Police said the
seven, all Pakistanis, were shot
through the head at point
blank range with a pistol. Doc-
tors said an eighth man faced
peitnanent paralysis of his left
side. from a head wound and
needed an operation, while a
ninth was under sedation after
beingbeaten upin the attack.

The attack took place at the
centre offices of the Idare-e-
Amn-o-nsaf, or the Organisa-
tion for Peace and Justice.

“The gunmen first roped ali
the people inside the room,-
they also taped their mouths,”
a police officer said. “After, they
fired straight at their heads.”

“The dead bodies were
found Iying on chairs,” Provin-
cial Police chief Syed Kamal

Relatlves mourn the death of a Christlan charlty worker in
an attack by unknown gunmen In Karachl. Reuters

f 'Uitras i\o{eé :mlm ponkets Musharraf |

ki

BESLAMAMB Pakistan Preszjent PervezMwhanafhas clamed

that a major part of the country was cleared eﬂarergn ferrotists and -

| the militants were hiding only in “somapockets™in iribal areas. Thie .

| security foroes are huniing down A Qaddd arid Talan militants |
holed upinthe tribal areas, Mushiaral said. The terrorists are hiding

~ohilyin sma]lpocketsmm the aseistancs of some iéllwishersinthe .

our temtom”he adkded.

tribal area, Thereis no queshonofany ma;erbrstgn elaiment withia

—PT | |

Shah said. “It appeared that
they were forced io sit there.
Their handswere tied and their
mouths were also taped.” “We
found eight empty bullet shells
of a TT pistol which means that
theywere shot point blank,” he
said.

“Apparently it's an act of
terror,” Shah added. “But we
are investigating itwith an open
mind and don’t rule out a pos-

sible link with recent atiackson
munorities and foreign nation-
als.” |
Father Archie D'Souza, i
personal assistant to the Arch-
bishop of Karachi, said Idare-
e-Amn-o-Insaf is a Christian
organisation. “It’s a sort of
NGO. It's Pakistan-based and

run by Pakistani Christians. It's ;

for justice and E‘%
— ]
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HYDERABAD, Aum 26. lhe United Nmions
Commirtos:for: tho Elimination of Raclal ..
Discrfmination (UNCERD) has condemned :
the destent-based discrimination practised”

as caste in India and passed & tesolutlon ;.
agatnst Jt;“The Incdlon Governmont had-
vehemently  opposed the meove urgulng'

that the country Bad on its own inftiate
severel ineasuires that were having & post-

tive. effect,- hence It was agalnst the very__

discussion,

The resolutlon chme at its cenvmtion ln'
Genava (the meet was held from August 5-
to £3)) An. impértant: spin-off from this’

would be-that caste-based disctimination
would be addressed by the UN. bhodies and
within the perameters of Infgudties being

expertenced by the Dalfts and simltar com

munities across the world,

This 19-bound to be & majur set-back to
the Indian Governtnesit which had maln-
tnined that caste cannot be equibited to tace
ali these years. At the same meet the Indlan
Government aven. suggested that the Uttat

Pridesh- Chief Minfster, Mayawsd, would’

“tlona!

. N ,_panei con ,demns caste

H-r.

\\f) B}' W. Qilﬂl}dmkﬂﬂ(h ‘I (‘)/ICYK he CERD micet it its General Recom-
&

ndation No.XKIX dated August 32 said

“thnt diserimination based on descent in-

~clizdos diserimination mgainat members of
‘comuioanitfos biasod on forms of ot
stratification suct ve caste and analogpus
avstem&of inherited status, which nullify or

‘Tinpar, ihe!r equal enfoyinent of lwman
.rig 1ts'",

Several organisations which lought for

* the incluston of caste In one foym or the

other on the UN. agenda all these years
are happy over the develapments. The Na-
ampaignion Dall fhnsany fghts
(NCDHR) which recefved a copy of the ree-

-ominendations on Sutiday night termed
“the tdumph as a certain defeal” of the

indian Government which asﬂmd that de-
gcent-based discrimination shoult he in-
terpreted - within 1he framework of race
only and nat be diuied witht the Inclusion

.of any other form,

© The following are some of the commil-
tee's othet recommendations: educate the
general public on the haportance of affirm-
atfve action prograinmes to address the sit-
uattort= of victhne of  descent-based

not have risen to such a high affice If dis. stiscrimination, encourage dialogue  be-

criminaﬂon lmd evcr continued without
Ch(‘cka; i

tween members of descent-based rommu-
- nities and members of other soctad groups,

TH- HINDD

X
TSI rulnv.xm fudictad decisiony mnd offy-
clat acHons take the prahibition of descent-
based diserimlnntion Rilly nto account
mud teke mensutes 1o address the special
vuhemnbitty of ehildren of descert-hasnd
cominunites to exploltative child labour,

Speaking 1o The Hindu, national conven-
er of the NCDIW, Paul Divakar, on Monday
sald though the reconmnendations werg
welcame the groumt sealitlos would net
changr wniess the Governmend sizlelly en-
forced the Constttuttonal provisions and
Faws.

He appeaied o the Prime Mintster, Atal
Behari Vajpayer, to set an exatpple {0 the
rest of the world by ensuring equal oppor-
tunitles Tor Dallts for development, The
NCDER called upan the NHR{ (o ensure
the complinnee of the BN, Committer
declaration by therState.

My Blivakar sdgn wrged the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes commis
stons, the Wanen's Commission and the
Election Commission tn uphold and pro-
teer Dalit rights,

The NCDHR decided o coordinate ity
work with many Asian and African nations,
which have discriminations of shnllar ori-
gins o collectively address the fssue jn fu-
lare, "y
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/\( Militant leader on trial " W\
Y r q.

JAKARTA: Amid cries 0 "oxd is great!” Indonesia’s best-
known Islamic militant wel} on trial on Thursday on |
charges of inciting violence against Christians in an eastern
province divided aleng
sectarian lines. Jafar Umar |
Thalib’s supporters staged a |
noisy demonstration outside
a court in the indonesian
capital. Many wore red vests
with the words, “Muslims
unite! We will not be
beaten!”

Thalib is the leader of an
Islamic paramilitary group
— called Laskar Jihad or the
Holy Wartior Troops — that
has been blamed for
violence in several
Indonesian provinces. He
faces six years in prison for allegedly making a speech in
April imploring his followers to ignore @ peace agreement
petween rioting Muslims and Christians in the Maluku
islands. As many as g g00 people have been killed since 1999
in sectarian violence in the region, 2,600 km east of Jakarta.
The trial is being closely watched by the U.S., which hopes
Indonesia car serve as a bulwark against terrorism. "“The
defendant was inciting a riot in front of 2,500 people by
saying, ‘From today onwards there will be no more talk o
reconciliation. From today there will only be talk of how
much land have we occupied and how many bombs have we
\ made,”" prosecutor Slamet Rijanto told the cou%the picture

\

shows Thalib in the court on Thursday). — AP
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Pakje
Mubashir Zaidi & Agencies
Islamabad, August 8

FIVE PEOPLE — a suicide at-
tacker and four nurses — were
killed and 23 injured today In
Taxila when Islamic militants
lobbed two grenades at a crowd
of women leaving a missionary
hospital chapel in what was the
second assault on a Christian
target in the country in less than
a week. .

Doctors said 23 people, mostly
female nurses, were wounded
and two were in serious condi-
tion. The office manager of the
hospital said besides hurling the
grenades, the assailants also
fired at the security guards.

Three men had been waiting
by the hospital gates for the daily
morning service to end before
they struck, the police said. One
attacker died when a grenade
blew up in his hand.

Three of the dead nurses have
been identified as Joel, Naziran
Bibi and Bushra Parveen.

“The nurses were coming out
of the chapel when someone
threw explosives,” Clement
Bakhshi, an accounts officer at
the hospital, said. “Three of our
nurses have expired,” he added.

Islamic militants, angered
over President Pervez Mushar-
raf's support to the US-led war
on terror, have stepped up at-
tacks on Christian and foreign
targets in Pakistan in the past
year, killing dozens of people.

The victims have been mostly
Pakistanis but have included 11
French engineers and a US diplo-
mat's wife and daughter.

This week’s attacks — the first
was on a school for the children

of foreign missionaries — show
an increasing focus on soft tar-
ge

s,
Minister for Information Nis-
ar Memon condemned the
killings, which he said was "a
sinister attempt to drive a wedge
between the Muslim and Christ-
ian communities of Pakistan.”
The killings would not deter
the country from supporting the

-

adis tar

[/

get Christian

AP PHOTO

Relatives of nurses killad in a grenade attack on the hospital chapel mourn in Taxila on Friday.

international crackdown on ter-
ror, he added.

The grenades left two small
craters on the brick path leading
to the chapel. There were blood
stains at the entrance to the
building, with broken glass
strewn across the aisle and pews.

Shoes, clothing, shredded um-
brellas and a woman's hairband
were scattered among the sur-
rounding debris.

Relatives wailed and beat thelr
heads with their hands in grief

=R INPYIGT AN TR

as hundreds of bystanders
crowded around the hospital.

The body of the assailant lay
on a trolley, and people pressed to
glimpse the lifeless corpse of the
young unshaven man.

Pearl's hody back in US: The
body of Wall Street Journal re-
porter Daniel Pearl, recovered
from a shallow grave where, it
was abandoned after his slaying
by Islamic militants, was re-
turned to his family for burial.

The body was flown from Pak-
istan on Thursday on a Cathay Pa-
cific flight to Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport, said James Lee, a
spokesman for Pearl's parents,
who live in a suburb of the city.

The plane, which had stopped
in Hong Kong, taxied to an isolat-
ed gate where media access was
restricted. The family plans a
private funeral service next
week. Lee declined further com-
ment, citing the family’s desire
for privacy Pearl's bedy, in an

S again

gak casket covered with red low-
ers, was transferred on Wednes-
day by police convoy from a mor-
tuary at the Edhi Foundation, a
Pakistani relief organisation.

Pearl, 38, was kidnapped on
January 23 in Karachi while
working on a story about links
between Pakistani Islamic ex-
tremists and Richard C Reid,
who was arrested in December
after he allegedly tried to light
explosives in his shoes whileona
flight from Paris to Miami.

A few days later, e-mails an-
nouncing the kidnapping were
received by Western and Pak-
istani news organisations from
the previously unknown Nation-
al Movement for the Restoration

. of Pakistani Sovereignty.

Last month, four men, includ-
ing Rritish-born militant Ahmed
QOmar Saeed Sheikh, were con-
victed of the Kidnapping and
slaying. Saeed was sentenced to
death by hanging and the others
received life sentences. All have
filed appeals, and' seven others
are being sought in the case.

Pak army officer shot at

A SENIOR army officer was shot
and wounded on Friday in a sus-
pected sectarian attack in Pak-
istan’s southwestern Quetta city,
police and military hospital
sources said.

Two unidentified assailants
opened fire on the car of
Brigadier Bartar Hussain Naqvi,
a Shiite Muslim and an official of
the National Database and Regis-
tration Authority, while he was
on his way to his office.

“He received bullet injuries in
the shoulder and is being operat-
ed upon,” an official at the city’s
military hospital said. The at-
tackers fled the scene after inci-
dent. No one has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, but police
suspect & sectarian motive,

Hundreds of people have been
killed in sectarian violence in-
volving militant organisations
from the majority Sunni or mi-
nority Shi’ite sects of Islam.

Agencies
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Islamabad, Aug 7 (Reuters)
Pakistani police said today they
had evidence that three men who
blew themselves up yesterday in
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
were the same gang that killed
six people in an aftack on a
Christian school this week.

The trio were chailenged by
police when they tried to enter
the village of Khabadar in PoK
abouf 20 km from the scene of
Monday's attack, police said yes-
terday.

Police freed the suspects after
they threatened to explode a
grenade. Then the three men
walked to a nearby river where
they blew themselves up.

“We have overwhelming evi-
dence that they are involved in
the (church school) attack,”
deputy inspector general of po-
lice Israr Ahmad told Reuters
from Murree, the hill town
northeast of 1slamabad that was
the scene ¢f the school shoot-
ings,

However, a spokesman of in-
terior ministry said it was pre-
mature to say the three were the
attackers,

“They could be related (to it),
but it's pre-mature to say defi-
nitely,” the ministry spokesman
said.

Israr said police had recov-
ered one hody from the Jhelum

-

ead PoK milifants

behmd ch ch attack

A volunteer adjusts the coffin containing the remains of
Daniel Pear] before it was taken to Karachi airportfora
Right back to US. (AP/PTY)

river last night.

A Pakistani intelligence offi-
ver said another body was recov-
ered from the river today after-
noon, Police were searching for
the third body.

Six Pakistanis were shot
dead and several wounded when
three young, masked men burst
into the Murree Christian
School, firing AK-47 rifles.

None of the 146 foreign pupils

or 35 foreign staff were hurt, The
attackers escaped after a 15
minute gun-fight.

Monday’s attack was the [at-
est assault on a foreign target in
Pakistan since the military gov-
ernment of Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf incensed militant Muslim
groups by siding with the US-led
war on terrorism after the Sep-
tember 11 attacks on the United

States. //
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Isigmabad, July 6

HUNDREDS OF villagers on
Friday stoned to death a man ac-
cused of blasphemy near Chak
Jhumra town of Punjab
province, Pakistan.

Zahid Shah, 40, was dragged
out of his home in the presence
of his wife and brother and
beaten with iron rods and
sticks. When he fell uncon-
scious, Shah was dragged to the
village square where the local
religions leader, Maulvi Fagir
Mohammed, ordered the mob to
stone him, according to a report
in the daily Dawn.

The terror-struck family of
the victim begged for mercy and
promised to banish him from
the village, but the mullah stood
his ground, residents said. Shah
died on the spof. The family
buried the bedy in nearby

. Faisalabad without complain-
ing to the police fearing

4

reprisals against %The po-

lice reached the spot four hours
after the incident and said the
matter was being investigated.

“We have started a probe into
the incident and we may order
exhumation of the body to find
out the cause of death,” a police
officer was quoted as saying.

The man, who was mentally
ill, had claimed to be the “iast
prophet of Islam”. Shah had
earlier been jailed for blasphe-
my in 1994, but freed three years
later on the ground that he was
mentally ill. After his release in
1997, Shah left his village to live
with a brother in nearby Faisal-
abad city with the case still
pending against him.

Last week, he returned to his
village and had an altercation
with the residents during which
he openly used blasphemous re-
marks against Prophet Mo-
hammed.

A village tribal council imme-

T Fric e

diately banished him. Shah
then left the village and re-
turned on Thursday following
which the residents complained
to the muitah who issued the or-
der to kill him over a mosque
loudspeaker.

Cop held for gangrape

Pakistani police said on Satur-
day they had arrested one of
their own officers for failing to
prevent a woman from being
gangraped by four men on the
order of a village jury.

“We have arrested assistant
sub-inspector Muhammad Inbal
and charged him with criminal
negligence for failing to follow
the procedure,” Muzaffargarh’s
senicor superintendent of polic

(S5P) Farman i
told.Mukhtaran Mai saye” she
was raped by four men pfi the or-

der of a village jury g panchay-
hat because her bpdther, Abdul

“STAN Ty

Man sgg{}ed to Qeatﬁfor blasphemy

Shakoor, had a love affair with
the girl of a higher class tribe.
Police say she is 30 years old.

The incident in a remote vil-
tage in the central province of
Puniab on June 22 has sparked a
national outery. Earlier, the
woman's brother Shakoor had
also been kidnapped by the Mas-
toi tribe. A police team led by
iabal freed him but failed to ar-
rest the tribesmen, who later
took their revenge on his sister,
the SSP said.

“It's a criminal negligence,”

Ali said. “If the ASI had recov-
ered the kidnapped boy, he
should have proceeded against
the accused tribesinen accord-
ing to the law.”
'olice arrested one of the four
alleged rapists on Friday and
said they were hunting for three
others. The government has giv-
ent Mal a check for 500,000 rupees
($8,200).

Renters



" UK Sikhs
claim separate
| ethpic identity
1!L‘;r\,\ RE ;;nun FINOUA &/
|

LONDON, July 6. — A 100-
strong S delegation has
made a plea to the British
government to recognise the
community as a separate
ethnic group in the country.
The Sikhs voiced their de-
mand in a memorandum
submitted to the British
Prime Minister, Mr Tony
Blair, at his regidence at 10,
Downing Street, a spokes-
man of the group said today.
The issue also figured in the
House of Commons where
Junior Home Office Minister
Hillary Benn gaid: “Under
the Commission for Racial
Equality’s code, Sikhs have
the same status as other eth-

" nic and racial groups.” “How-
ever, in the 9001 census the
only jon for Sikhs was
fal Asian background’,
ile Indians, Pakistanis
and Bangladeshis were all
represent.ed,” he said. Rais-
ing the issue at Lords ques-
tion time, crossbencher the
Earl of Sandwich gaid that in

view of the commitment of

“he Sikh people to this coun-
try, is it not time we had a
turban in this House?” Benn
said it was an “interesting
and important question” that
would be “noted”. /ﬂ"
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"~ How did Godse hail Savarkar as the most faithful advocate of Hindutoa?

mduism
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By A.G. NOORANT
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hari Vajpayee and Lal Krishna

Advani have justified the
worst fears of what lay in store for
the nation were the BJP to win
power and belied the hopes of
those who thought that, under
their leadership, the BJP would
“moderate”, that is loosen, if not
cut, its umbilical cord with the RSS
and become a national party The
duo's reaction to the attacks on
Christians since 1998, to the
Staines’ murder, and to the Gujarat
pogrom revealed them in their
true colours, Their recent state-
ments on Savarkar and Hindutva
dispe! all doubt.

The conirasting styles explain
why people were deceived for so
long. Advani was forthright but
adroit. Vajpayee was cleverly am-
biguous. The message was tdenti-
cal — they are Savarkar’s
Hinduivaifes.

Vajpayge praised Savarkar while
releasing a book on Bhagat Singh
who broke with his mentor, Lala
Lajpat Rai, on Hindu comrmunal-
ism. On March 27, he said that
“when Swami Vivekananda speaks
of Hindutva, nobody can call hima
communalist”, But some “defined
Hindutva in such a manner that it
is better to keep a distance from it”.

The truth, of course, is that Swa-
mi Vivekananda did not speak of
Hindutva but of the profundities of
Hinduism. It was VD. Savarkar
who coined the word Hindutva in
1923 to propagate a cult of hate.
Hinduism is noble and ancient. It
teaches man the very technique of
Self-Realisation. Hindutva is mod-
ern and ignoble, It debases man by
arousing his worst emotions,
hatred and fear.

Vajpayee tried once again to
square the circle on May 6 saying,
"I accept the Hindutva of Swami
Vivekananda. But the kind of Hin.
dutva beéing propagated now is
wrong and one should be wary of
it.,” This style is typical of the man.
Vajpayee knows that Vivekananda
never spoke of Hindutva. He dis-
tances himself from Hindutva
without repudiating it and falsely
atiributes  the ideology to
Vivekananda,

Advani bared his outlook and
style at Port Blair on May 4. “There
is 1o reason to feel shy of Hindut-
va, propounded at great length by
Veer Savarkar It’s an all-encom-
passing ideology with its roots in
the country’s heritage.” Not for
him the gloss of Vivekananda. “We
must remember that the pioneers
of Hindutva like Veer Savarkar and
R3S founder Hedgewar kindled
fierce, nationalistic spirit that con-

L R

E ACH IN his own way, Atal Ri-

~ Hindutvavs H

r"(f .. _T": ) ’ R

GODSE'S GHOST: Vajpayee and Advani at Rajghat on Gandhi Jayanti

tributed to India’s Iiberation.” In a
dig at Vajpayee he asserted: “There

is no need to redefine Hindutva.” .

Its propagation in Gujarat did not
create an atmosphere of mistrust
which led to the carnage. “Our
views on Hindutva are held against
us as if we have done something
terrible.”

That, the BJP has. It is set to do
much worse. It is re-writing history
to depict the R8S, a rabidly com-
munal force which opposed the
freedom movement and supported
the British during the Quit India
movement, as nationalists. It is de-
termined to use State power to
change the moral and intellectual
climate of India.

As Dr B.R. Purohit's work Hindu
Revivalism and Indian Nationalism
ably points out, *With the growth of
Mahasabha and RSS ideologies, a
new current of natiocnalism — the
Hindu Nationalism — grew power-
ful in the country. Hindu national-
ism, instead of supplementing the
forces of Indian nationalism, tried
even to supplant it. The opposition
of Indian nationalism by ‘Hindu
Rashtravad was detrimental to the
steady growth of the former.., The
two nationalisms, as Dr Beni
Prasad puts it — the Hindu and the
Indian — were fundamentally in
opposifion o each other with re-
gpect to their ideals.”

In his pamphlet Hindutva: Who is
¢ Hindu? published in 1923,
Savarkar emphasised that “Hindut-
va is not identical with what is
vaguely indicated by the term Hin-

duism”. There is “a clear line of de-
marcation between the two ... Hin-
dutva is not identical with Hindu
Dhiarma; nor is Hindu Dharma
identical with Hinduism.”

Its publishers, 8.8. Savarkar

wrote in the preface: “Veer
Savarkar had to coin some new
words such as ‘Hindutva’...” Vaj-

payee has said that RSS supremo
M.S. Golwalkar's We Or Cur Na-
tionhood Defined (1938) was “with-
drawn”. Golwalkar acknowledged
that Savarkar's book Rashtra Mee-
mansa was “one of my chief
sources of inspiration”. An appli-
cation by the RSS to the district
Jjudge, Nagpur, signed by Rajendra
Singh and Bhaurao Deoras in 1978,
criticised Gandhi and the Congress
and swore hy the hook We (Para 10)
as well as Golwalkar’s Bunch of
Thoughts (Para 7). The latter re-
jects ‘“Territorial Nationalism"”
(Chapter X), espouses “Cultural
Nationalism” and brands (Ch. XI)
Muslims, Christians and commu-
nists as “Internal Threats’.

The BJP’s founder, 8.P Mooker-
Jee, was finance minister in the
League ministry headed by Fazlul
Haq (“loyalty to my leader”). His

. party was also in coalition with

the League in Sind. Mookerjee ad-
vised the governor “how to combat
this ‘Quit India’ movement in Ben-
gal”. Savarkar himself wrote ab-
ject apologies and assurances to
the British,

Morarji Desai was no devotee of
the Nehru family In February 1979,
he declared the jail complex in Port

Blair a national memorial but stu-
diously ignored Savarkar. Why?

He had, as home minister of
Bombay, assigned his police and
his advocate-general, the celebrat
ed C.K. Daphtary, to the prosecu-
tion inter alia of Savarkar in the
Gandhi murder conspiracy case.
Asked by Savarkar's lawyer, [..B,
Bhopatkar, on August 24, 1948 “Did
you have any other information
about Savarkar besides Prof. Jain's
statement for directing steps to be
taken as regards him?”, Desai
replied: “Shall | give the full facts?”
The question was swiftly
withdrawn,

Savarkar was acquitted only be-
cause the approver, Digmber
Badge's evidence, which damned
him, did not have independent cor-
roboration as the law requires. But
Judge Atma Charan accepted
Badge as a truthful withess, “He
gave htis version of the facts in a di-
rect and straight-forward manner.
He did not evade cross-examina-
tion or attempt to evade or fence
with any question.” His version
was that on January 17, he went
with Godse and accomplice
Narayan Apte to Savarkar’s home
and that he heard Savarkar, while
bidding them farewell, declaim
“Yashasvi houn ya (be successfu]
and come)}”, On the way hack, Apte
told Badge that Savarkar had pre-
dicted that “Gandhiji's 100 vears
were over — there was no doubt
that that work would be successful-
ly finished...”

If a person charged with con-
spiracy to murder ane’s friend is
acquitted on a similar ground.
would one shake hands with him?
Gandhi was no ordinary mortal.
Godse hailed Savarkar in the court
as the “most faithful advocate of
the Hindu cause”. The BJP's elec-
tion manifestoes of 1996 and 1998
extolled Hindutva and Vajpayee
and Advani have high praise for its
author, Savarkar. Vivekananda
would have despised him and
his Hindutva.

In a perceptive essay entitled
Swami Vivekananda's Construction
of Hinduism, Prof Tapan Ray-
chaudhuri, Emeritus Professorial
Fellow, St. Antony’s College, Ox-
ford, recalled that “he was among
the earljest nationalist thinkers to
claim the Indo-Islamic past as part
of the Indian heritage”, He noted
with disgust that “the VHP has the
audacity to claim him as their
own”, The scholar remarked, “It is
difficult to imagine him as the ide-
ological ancestor of people who in-
cite the ignorant to destroy other
people's places of worship in'a re-
vanchist spirit.”



“Pervez snaps
lifeline to .
madrasas

Islamabad, June 20

T0 REGULATE the func-
tioning of thousands of
madrasas, Pakistan yester-
day approved a new Ordi-
nance mandating these reli-
gious schools to register
with the Government, fail-
ing which they would be dis-
banded and have to forgo
State benefits.

“The new Ordinance,
Madrasa Registration Ordi-
nance 2002, is intended to
bring them under the nor-
mal educational system of
the country” Federal Infor-
mation Minister Nisar
Memon told reporters after
a Cabinet meeting yesterday.

“One of the objectives of
introducing this regulatory
mechanism is to control
those religious schools
which had been subjected to
militancy,” Memon said.

Describing madrasas as
part of Pakistan’s culture
and tradition, Memon said,
“We want to control them”,

Under the Ordinance, all
madrasas would have to reg-
ister with the “Pakistan
Madrasa Education Board”
and their respective provin-

cial madrasa education
boards, he said.
Under the Ordinance

would any madrasa, contra-
vening any of its provisions
would be disbanded or

fined, or both “The details
of fine are being worked
out,” he said.

They have been prohibit-
ed from receiving ‘zakat’ or
financial assistance, grant,
donation or other benefits
from the Federal Govern-
ment or provincial Govern-
ments unless registered un-
der the Ordinance.

The process of implemen-
tation was expected to be
completed in six months, he
said.

The Cabinet meeting,
rresided over by President
Musharraf agreed that the
madrasas should also facili-
tate teaching of science,
mathematics, English and
Urdu. This would let the stu-
dents enroll in professional
educational institutions if
they so wished, it said.

Every registered
madrasa would have to
maintain accounts and sub-
mit annual reports to the re-
spective education boards.

An unregistered madrasa
would: not be permitted to
receive grant, donation or
aid from any foreign source,
allow admission to foreign
students or make appoint-
ment of teachers without
valid visa and a no-objec-
tion certificate from the In-
terior Ministry, Memon
said.

Agencies
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~Muslims in Europe suffer
»* increasing attacks’' ¢

The Times, London .

BRUSSELS, May 24. - Muslims
across Europe have suffered more
hostility and physical attacks since
11 September, according to the
European Monitoring Centre on
Racism and Xcnophobia. “A
greater sense of fear among the
general population has cxacerba-
ted alveady existing prejudices
and fuelled acts of aggression and
harassment across Europe,” Mr
Bob Purkiss, chairman of the
monitoring centre, said on Thurs-
day as his Vienna-based organisa-
tion released its report.

Britain had scen a significant
rise in the number of attacks on
Muslinis, with numerous ingi-
dents of violent assault, verbal
abusc and attacks on property.
Muslim wornen had been spat on
and physically assaulted and mos-
ques had suffered attacks from
minor vandalism to serious dam-
age through arson and firebombs.

Asylum seckers, political refu-
gees and immigrants were anoth-
er group to have attracted in-
crcased hostility in  tecent
months. The report pointed to
the “sensationalist and often vit-
riolic campaign being waged by

Crackdown on illegal immigrants

LONDON, May 24. - Britain is considering plans for a huge
crackdown on illegal fimmigrants trying to enter the country, includ-
ing the deployment of navy warships to intercept people-traffick-
ers, according to a report published by The Guardian here today.
Under the radical plans, seen by:the broadsheet, bulk deporta-
" tions of rejected asylum seekers could be carried out using army
transport planes, while development aid to countries of asylum
-origin_could be. tied 19 commitments to take back illegal immi-
-grants. Such ceuntries wonld include Somalia, Sri Lanka and Tur-
key, said The Guardian. Following talks with Mr Tony Blair on
Monday, his Spanish counterpart Mr Jose Maria Aznar said his
government was drawing up tough measures against illegal immi-
gration to put before EU leaders at their June sammit, — AFP
Anglo-French deal: Hundreds of ilegal migrants from the San- -
gatte refugee centre may enter Britain as part of a deal with the
French to secure its permanent closure, adds Times, London.

many of the (UK’s) national tab-
lvid newspapers against asylum-
scekers and refugees”. The re-
port said that, by blurring the dif-
fercnces between asylum-seckers
and the events of 11 September,
sections of the media crudely
portrayed those secking asylum
as “potential terrorists who were
willing and capable of inflicting
similar atiacks on Europe as oth-
ers had on New York™.

Ounly Portugal and Luxem-

bourg, with their tiny Muslim

populations, had escaped the
phenomenon. Muslim women,
with their highly visible hijab
head covering, had been rou-
tinely verbally and physically
abflsed in many European coun-
tries — Belgium, Germany and
Denmark in particular - and had
had their head scarves ripped
from their heads.

'Men with turbans had also be-
come targets of public hostility,
even though the headgear is not
necessarily Islamic attire.
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,VWhat else do yqu get when Modi

‘The Hindutva

NE simple — if some-
times simplistic — way
of assessing a govern-
ment’s health is fo see
who it is willing to sacrifice and who it
considers indispensable. Most gov-
efnments also invite this test when
they are’at a turning point midway
through their term (as did Rajiv
Gandhi when Bofors broke) or at
the -edge, towards the end of the
term {as Narasimha Rao with
hawala) and we will talk more about
them later. This one, even if not yet
on a downward escalator, is at least
_in the about-turn mode exactly
halfway through its term. And if it
 ¢clings to an indispensable new sav-
| iour in Narendra Modi and is willing
to abandon poor Yashwapt Sinha, it
must tell you something not nnly
.about the state of bankruptcy and
cynicism but also the total lack'of any
intellect or ideas.
In the dust (or the surf, consider-
g that this happened in Goa)
ratsed by the prime minister’s mo-
mentary lapse of reason on Modiwe
seem to have ignored the truly ludi-
crous resolution passed by the BJP
on the economy. To anybody figur-
ing out the future of this government

ing evidence of the fact that the old
guard has seized control of the party
at a difficult time. The government,
the resolution says, should withdraw
the LPG and kerosene subsidies
only over a period of time. What this
implies is, leave the tough part for
the next government which, they ob-
vipusly concede, won’t be theirs, Yes;
lower interest rates are better for

growth. But for the old people, make -

special schemes, offer higher rates so
they can continue to live on their in-
terest incomes.

Now how many senior citizens

have the luxury of being able to live
oninterest earned from their savings

in a country where nearly 30 per cent
of all people still live below the
poverty line? It may actually be a
good idea since we are so lacking in
asocial security net for the aged. But
a government-subsidised higher in-
terest rate for people (young or old)
with sizeable savings is the exact defi-
nition of robbing the poor to sub-
sidise the middle class. But do the

- BIP’s golden oldies bother? When
theylook around themselves all they
see are retirees and you cannot fault
them for thinking that the vofebanks
are full of retired people.

ACH one of the conces-
sions the BJP resolution

has demanded amounts to

this should be essential readjng be- *
-gause there cannot be more clinch-

-

a subsidy for the middle class, The
Indira Gandhi-type populism was
at least smarter in that it at least
pretended to be pro-poor and even
anti-rich. Natiopalisation, garibi
hatao, abolition of princely titles
and privy purses. This is a straight-
forward case of dipping into the till
to pay yourselves. But that is not -

o g

that it might even turn the next elec-
tion into an ashvamedh yagya under
the leadership of Narendra Modi if
not into a communal riot altogether.
So far it had three achievements to
talk about with justification: speed-
ing up of economic reform; manage-
ment of foreign policy, particularly
after 9/11; and maintenance ofinter-

the entire’problem.
The problem - is,

when a resolution of NAT
this kind is passed by
the dominant party of
the coalition while
midway through the
Parliament session wh-
ere the budget is yet to
be debated and pas-
sed, it completely de-
stroys the credibility of
the government and its
finance minister. It is
silly enough for the -
other coalition part-
ners to ask for roll-
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communal  peace
and overall law and
order. Two of three
now lie in the past.
The reform agenda

50 thoroughly that
anybody who saw
poor Yashwant Sin-
ha justifying post-bu-
dget rollbacks, quot-
ing past precedents,
even before roll-
backs have been ef-
L fected this time,
could figure out that
henceforth this will

This government thinks it is so

impossible for It to live up to its promise
" of good governance that it might

B

O

%, elfen tum the next election into
an ‘asﬂ_g‘ahledh yagya’ under

Narendra Modl's leadership

backs. You would normally imag-
ing that the right forum for that
would have been the cabinet meet-
ings where the budget was passed
and where th¢ partners are repre-
sented, particalarly in this cabinet
which happens to be the largest
ever in our history. But if even the
dominant party, to which the fi-

be a government run on the princi-
ples of largesse and handouts rather
than hard-headed reform and eco-
nomic management. No finance
minister before Sinha has been
made to look so lonely, pitiable, so
defeated, to lay out such a pathetic

pre-emptive defence of rollbacks in -

a budget he should have been de-

We now face the prospect of our politics
receding Into the 1989-90 phase of
stagnation when we kept on fighting over
mandir and Mandal while an interim
government had to airlift gold reserves to

prevent a sovereign default

nance minister also belongs, starts
making these demands, it at once
confirms the impression of this be-
ing a lame duck government. A
lame duck government, halfway
through its term!

So lame, actually, that it now
thinks it is so impossible for it to live
up toits promise of good governance

-

fending with conviction against the
Opposition in the nation’s Parlia-
ment, Thisis not a criticism of Sinha.
‘We must sympathise with him be-
cause it seems the poor fellow actu-
ally bought the slogans of good gov-
ernance and reform that his party
had been shouting so far. How a life-
long bureaucrat could be so casily

has been punctured -

’(i indispensable, Sinha expendable?

Rate of Growth

fooled by the politicians is a question
others in the JAS might one day ask
Sinha. But today, his party seems to '
believe that survival lies in making its
voters an offering of not merely the |
corpses of Muslims but also the head |
of Sinha who dared to pick the |
pocket of its most vocal, though by
no means the most numerous, mid-
die class supporters.

UT can you really fault the
BJIP alone? The rise of the
Modi factor has galvanised
the Opposition. It has even got So-
nia Gandhi and Mulayam Singh
Yadav to be on talking terms. It has
brought back to our front pages

_the pictures of Sunit, Gowda,

Bardhan and other fossils with
clasped hands, raised in a new
show of unity and hope, howsoever
premature, They all want Modi
out, You can then work out the
corollary as it might work for the
BIJP think tank: the man my oppo-
sition hates most must be the one
my voters love most. Nobody is
even shedding a tear for Yashwant
Sinha. The Opposition is not criti-
cising him, nor is it complaining
about his being downsized in so
brutal a manner.

The political debate has now
moved out of the realm of reform,
development, growth and other |
such mundane, governance-
linked issues: Secularism, real or .
pseudo, sounds much more like
an election slogan than better
governance. For the Congress,
this has the premise of bringing
back the Muslim vote. For the
BIP it might be the ticket to
Hindu consolidation. For Mu-
layam the crucial issue, in fact the
only issue, is the preservation of
his Muslim vote. So how is Yash-
want Sinha, his budget, or eco-
nomic reform in general, relevant
to any of this? We now face the
prospect of our politics receding
into the 198%/90 phase of bank- .
ruptcy and stagnation when we
kept on fighting over mandir and |
Mandal, while the nation went so
bankrupt an interim government
had to airlift our gold reservesto
prevent a sovereign default. Mer-
cifully, given the momentum re-
form has given our economy over
the past decade, it is unlikely we
would iapse into the old Hindu |
rate of growth (2-3 per cent). The
band in this phase of bankrupt
politics will be 4-5 per cent. And if |
it comes to be described as the |,
Hindutva Rate of Growth, re.°

member who coined that phrase |
the first time. !



Muslims seek autonomy in N-E Lanka

o 'U‘
L
P K Balachanddran Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)

Kathanktdy, Aprii 19

THE SRI Lanka Muslim Con-
gress (SLMC), now recognised as
the sole representative of the
Muslims of the North Eastern
Province, will fight for an au-
tonomous Muslim unit within
the Tamil-dominated province.

“We cannot have federalism
only at the centre. We have to have
it in the regions too,” said Rauf
Hakeem, the National leader of
the SLMC here on Thursday.

He told visiting newsmen that
neither the Sinhala dominated
Government nor the Liberation

could ignore the Muslims, who
have determined the fate of sev-
eral Governmenits at the centre.

“The question of an au-
tonomous south eastern council

for Muslims within the North -

Eastern province would have to
be taken up at the forthcoming
talks between the Sri Lankan
Government and the LTTE,” Ha-
keem said.

The SLMC would be partici-
pating in the talks fo be held in
Bangkok in May or June this
year. A third of Sri Lanka’s Mus-
lims live in the Southeast part of
the Northeastern province,

2

“Whilg the kommon people of
Sri Lanka want peace at any cost
the Muslims want peace with
dignity,” Hakeem said.

Asked if the Muslims would
take to arms like the Tamils, Ha-
keem said; “I would be the last
person to ask for it though the
ground is fertile for the growth
of militancy.” If the Muslims are
to secure their rights they have to
be seen as being neutral between
the Sinhalese and the Tamils. Un-
fortunately the Muslims had giv-
en the impression that they were
with the Government for certain
benefits,

“If Muslims are neutral they

can be a credible third force and
act as pobwer brokers”, Hakeem
said, Asked about the sincerity of
Prabhakaran with regards to his
premises to the Muslims Hakeen
said the UTTE leader ‘appeared to
realise his follies’.

US won’t lift ban: The United
States has said its ban on the
LTTE will remain in place, even
if SriLanka decided to lift its do-
mestic ban, US deputy secretary
of State Richard Armitage reit-
erated that Washington’s policy
would be unaffected, should the
government of Sri Lanka decide
to remove its ban on the LTTE.
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By Neena Vyas

PANAJI (GOA}, APRIL 14. The Bha-
ratiya Janata Party's palpable
fear that the carefully-knitted
National Democratic Alliance
coalition of over 20 political
parties may be abtut to unravel
has led it to once again do a
flip-flop on Hindutva — for the
last two days the message was
that the party would not be
apologetic about its Hindutva
“ideology”, but today, the con-
cluding day of the party exec-
utive committee meeting, the
emphasis was on its commit-
ment to the NDA agenda of
governance,

The threat of the Telugu De-
sam Party’s withdrawal of sup-
port and the fear that it may
begin an exodus from the NDA
forced the party to remember
its Chennai Declaration, which
had said it had the NDA agenda
before it. The party president,
Jana Krishnamurthi, today an-
nounced at a press conference
that a commitiee, to be set up
soon, would identify the issues
to be taken up for a mass con-
tact programme, to be led by
him, from May. The issues
would be selected from the
Chennai Declaration,

However, the Pronounce-
ments of party leaders before
the TDP threat suggested that
the party had decided to be ex-
plicit about its Hindutva identi-
ty. Mr. Krishnamurthi's

opening remarks on April 12
virtually endorsing the RSS line
that the “provoked” Hindus in
Gujarat were in fact the “vic.
tims”; the Prime Minister’s di-
rect attack on Muslims saying
that wherever they are they re-
fuse to leamn to live with others
peacefully; and the Union
Home Minister, LK. Advani’s
advice to cadres not to be apol-
ogetic about Hindutva; and fi-
nally, the Godhra resolution
giving a good conduct certifi-
cate to the Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi, and
rejecting his offer of resighation
all pointed to a stronger artic-
ulation of the BJP’s core ideol-
ogy, Hindutva, which the p

describes as “cultural national-
ism” but which has been ex-

by aps

ws BIP's flip-flop_on Hindutva ., .

ore than once as a plan
Hindu

Ppos
to \consolidate g
vote:

However, after Saturday’s de-
velopments and lack of assur-
ance from the TDP that its
support to the Vajpayee Gov-
émment would continue, Mr.
Krishnamurthi said the party
was commitied to the NDA
agenda and as for Hindutva, “it
stands where it always has". He
refused to bite the bait when
asked about the Ayodhya issue,
saying it was not on the NDA
agenda.

" The party’s decision — an-
hounced by Mr. Krishnamurthi
— 1o maintain discipline in the
party at all levels is also being
Seen as a new desire to hence-
forth deal firmly with those who

it

2002

dare to speak outside the line
sanctioned by the NDA agenda
for “good governance”. Mr.
Krishnamurthi said that all state
units were being told to take
firm action against anyone at
any level guilty of indiscipline. '

But firm action against Mr.
Modi was totally ruled out. He
did not think there was any
need for Mr. Modi to step down
while a judicial commission
looks into the violent incidents
in Gujarat, in which 800 lives
have been lost even as serious
allegations have been made
that his government deliberate-
ly allowed the massacre of the
minorities after the Godhra car-
nage in which 60 Hindus were
killed as a “natural reaction’” to
“an action”.
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e JThe crisis within Hinduism

QI -\

O SPEAK of a crisis in
Hinduism at a time of the
continuing and militant as-
cendancy of Hindutva would
strike many as odd. But we ought to
consider seriously the proposition
that the creed and practices the VHP
signifies, represent not just the ac-
tions of fringe groups but are sus-
tained, legitimised and given
momentum by a wider crisis within
Hinduism. This crisis can be de-
scribed in several dimensions. While
many people were rightly aghast at
the public calamities that were vis-
ited upon citizens of this nation, in
Godhra and elsewhere in Gujarat, ar-
ticulate voices of the Hindu sants
and yogis, gurus and sadhus, in op-
position to the VHP were scarce.
There were occasional ritual denun-
ciations of violence, but these were
quickly lost in the hideous politics of
recrimination that followed. There
were half-hearted attempts to broker
peace by reaching a deal on Ayodhya,
but the terms of any deal that leaders
such as the Sankaracharya had on of-
fer rested on whitewashing out the
constitutional usurpations that were
carried out in the name of Hinduism,
in Ayodhya less than a decade ago.
Communal violence has a long histo-
ry, but the ease with which its con-
demmnation is made to go along with
the thought that “the other commu-
nity had it coming” is striking. The
Hindu leaders cannot now be relia-
bly considered exemplars of a large
and delicate tolerance in the way in
which many of the Hindu reformers
at the turn of the century could.
But the depth of the crisis within
Hinduism is signified by the fact that
even many well meaning Hindus,
who would have no truck with the
VHP, have internalised a narrative of
victimhood. ©On this narrative,
Hindus have been for centuries at the
receiving end of onslaughts from
‘others, Christians and Muslims.
Hindutva, for many who have inter-
naised this narrative, represents a

By Pratap Bhanu Mehta ___—. -
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There is something seriously amiss with a
Hinduism that seeks to. protect and disseminate
itself... by committing the very wrongs that it
claims were done to it in the past.

coming to grips with history, an as-
sertion of the will that will finally put
Hindus in charge of their own desti-
ny, invulnerable to takeover or corro-
sion by outside forces. To be fair, this
is a narrative to which there are ana-
logues in most religions, insofar as
they have political leanings. Versions
of Islam tout the same sentiments
vis-a-vis the West, and even the
Christian Right in as Christian a na-
tion as the United States thinks of
itself as threatened by the United Na-
tions, or worse, the Jews! These nar-
ratives represent a wider failure of
these religions to give a meaning or
teleology to everyday life under the
complex conditions of modernity,
and their inability to accept the facts
of difference.

In the Indian context, this narra-
tive not only sustains groups such as
the VHP and the RSS, it makes even
those otherwise ambivalent about
those groups hesitant in their denun-
ciations. In fact, the crisis of
Hinduism is signified by the fact that
so much of contemporary Hindu
identity is vested in this narrative. [
do not mean to deny that we often
witness genuine acts of faith, or a re-
ligiosity that runs deep, or even that
Hinduism provides an astonishing
grammar with which to comprehend
life and creation. But increasingly,
being a Hindu is coming to be identi-
fied with participation in the creation
of a communal identity that can now
fully, and often furiously, discharge
its role in history. It is an identity
constituted by a sense of injuxy, a
sense of always having been on the
losing side, & sense of innocent vic-
tim hood. Much of the understand-

ing of history that sustains this sense
of injury is simplistic if not often
false, But of greater import is the fact
that Hindu identity, in so many ways,
is coming to rest upon a sense of re-
sentment. It can no longer define it-
self by its achievements, the vitality
of its thought and the creativity of its
aspirations.

It is not an accident that it is pre-
cisely at the moment of greater mil-
itancy that we see Hinduism at its
intellectually and spiritually most
moribund, Hinduism, however one
may choose to define it, was nothing
if not creative in its ability to con-
stantly transcend its own limitations,
through a diversity of forms. Like all
great traditions, it not only placed
limits, sometimes oppressive ones,
on individuals, but also gave them
the means to escape them. A vital
culture is one where individuals are
energised by the thought of bettering
themselves, not by a tissue of resent-
ment and a pathetic sense of victim-
hood. At the turn of this century for
instance, Hinduism responded to the
challenge of modermity in different
ways. It produced the eviscerated
ideologues of Hinduism such as Veer
Savarkar and M. S. Golwalkar who
would confine its best aspirations to
a pinched up sense of territorial
identity. But it also produced Tagore
and Vivekananda, Aurobindo and
Gandhi, No matter how much con-
descension of posterity we may im-
pose on the latter group, it would be
difficult to argue that their identities
were constituted negatively: as if the
only way of being a Hindu was beat-
ing up someone else, or protecting
yourself. They produced, for all its

£HE HINDU

Vel

7112

flaws, a version of llinduism, which
at least tried to face the moral and
political challenges of their time,
without rancour, without weakness
and with what in retrospect seems an
astonishing self-confidence.

The shrillness of contemporary
Hinduism, its even greater moral va-
cillation in the face of violence, is
not, with all due apologies to V. §.
Naipaul, an act of self-asscrtion. The
insistent rhetoric that many well
meaning Hindus are buying that
Hinduism is in danger, betrays above
all a lack of self-confidence, a recog-
nition that somewhere Hinduism has
lost its vitality to the point that it can
be sustained only by the fervour of a
will directed against others. [t is nev-
er fair to indict a whaole people, but
there is something secriously amiss
with a Hinduism that secks to protect
and disseminalte itself, not by inter-
nal reformn, or an inner strength of
conviction, but by committing the
very wrongs that it claims were done
to it in the past. All religions may be
undergoing a version of this crisis.
But a religion that requires the ghosts
of exaggerated or imagined injuries
to sustain itself is conspiring 1o cre-
ate a darkness where we will not be
able to recognise each other as citi-
zens, as human beings. Instead, we
will be defined by our resentments
rather than achievements, by our
wilfulness rather than the moral
quality of the objectives 10 which our
will is directed. No wonder Hinduism
in its public face seems nothing more
than a creed endlessly rehearsing its
own truisms. The trouble with defin-
ing oneself through historical wrongs
is that the past will imprison us by its
very perpetuation, like a disease with
chronic malignity. 1 used 1o think the
whole point of Hinduism is that we
suffer from too much history and
should aim te transcend it. How far
have we come from its ideals?

(The writer is Professor of Philoso-
phy and of Law and Governance,
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PM assures House: Court’s
verdict will be enforced

Shekhar Iver
New Delhi, March 11

BEHIND THE strident voices,
confusing signals and tough
posturing, there is an under-
standing of sorts. The (Govern-
ment, the R8S and the VHP have
decided to defuse the crisis over
holding of a puja near the dis-
puted site at Ayodhya.

Anxious to avoid any situa-
tion that may causc the allics of
the NDA to re-examine their
support to the Government. the
Sangh and the Government
have decided after hectic par-
leys that, notwithstanding the
hype. a scaled-down puja would
be held after the necessary ap-
proval from the Supreme Court.

After consultations with At-
tornev-General Soli Sorabjee

WHO STANDS
WHERE IN NDA

PRO-PUJA

BJP, Shiv Sena (198 MPs)
Expect court to say yes to
puja. Curiously, also have the
support of AIADMK (11).

FENCE-SITTERS

Samata Party {12 MPs).
George Fernandes' involve-
ment in the negotiations has
cramped their secular style.

STATUS QUOISTS

The ‘secular’ allies (79 MPs).
Leading the anti-puja pack
are TDP, Trinamool, JD(U)
and DMK. But they will be
quiet if the court okays puja.

the Government is confident
that the apex court will not
stand in the way of holding a
“small” puja that does not dis-
turb the status quo at the dis-
puted site in Ayodhya.

Indications of an understand-
ing became clearer today when
Prime Minister Vajpayee term-
ed as “totally under control” the
situation in Ayvodhya while as-
suring the Lok Sabha that the
Government would not do any-
thing without the approval of
the court. Vajpayee’s assertion
today came after nearly 45 min-
utes of heated exchanges in the
Lok Sabha between the Opposi-
tion and ruling NDA members.

Significantly, VHP leader
Ashok Singhal, who had locked
horns with the Government,
was given permission today to
visit Ayodhya to supervisé
arrangements for the March 15
puja.

Also, two key figures of the
temple movement said they
would be only be “donating” the
carved pillars to the makeshift
shrine, iuting the scope of the
puja. Ram Janambhoomi Nyas
chairman Mahant Paramhans
Ramchandra Das said shilas
(carved stones) would be donat-
ed it the makeshift temple.

Bairang Dal founder-president
and BJP MP Vinay Kativar told
the Lok Sabha that the March 15
puja would be a “small” affair
and nothing untoward would be
allewed to happen. He also said
later that no bhoomi pujan
would be performed but only a
pillar would be donated.

B.IP spokesperson VK Mal-
hotra said with the Prime Min-
ister’s assurance, no Opposi-

gh In

peace deal
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REUTERS PHOTO

Mahant Paramhans Ramchandra Daé performing a puja at the Ayadhya karyashala on Monday.

tion leader shouid have any ap-
prehension nor create any hur-
dle for the “small” puja should
the court give permission.
Senior Government leaders
apparently succeeded in convine-
ing the RSS top brass that any
further toughening of the VHP's
stance will scare away the allies,
who could not be taken for grant-
ed. BJP leaders also assured NDA
allies that the PM was in control
of the situation at Ayodhya and
they need not fear a repeat of the

1992 episode.

Nevertheless, NDA allies led
by the TDP and the Trinamool
Congress kept up pressure on the
BJP today Welcoming the PM's
stand, Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu
said status quo should be main-
tained in Ayvodhya tili the court’s
verdict and it was the "responsi-
hility” of the Centre to do so
since there was no popular Gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh. The
TDP was also against the BJP

and the Sangh Parivar speaking
in many voices. Trinamool
leader Mamata Banerjee said in
the Lok Sabha today, “We re-
quest the Government to take
steps fo ensure that there is
peace in Avodhyva and that there
is no repetition of 1992.”
Meanwhile. the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board to-
day sald it would move the
Supremoe Court on Wednesday,
seeking status quo at the ac-
quired land in Avodhya.
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VHP plays the
guessing game

HT Correspondent
Avodhva Lucknaw, March 1

RAM JANMABHOOMI Nyas
(RJNY  chairman  Paramhans
Ramchandra Das is Keeping the
Government guessing about his
bhoomi puja plans. He shifted his
base on Monday to Karsevakpu-
ramnt, from where the RIN's pro-
srammes for March 15 are being
directed, but announced that he
would onlv donate o sfila (stone)
to the ‘receiver” of the acquired
land in Avodhya.

Paramhans indicated that an
emergency meeting of the Ram-
janmabhoomi Nirman Samitt
would be convened. A meeting
of the Marg Darshak Mandal.
the highest decision-making
body of the VI has also been
convened for March 1.1 to chalk
out the future strategyv.

Paramhans said he would
hand over the sifla to the receiv-
er, the Faizabad Divisional Com-
missioner. and take a receipt.
Whether Paramhans will take
the s#alia on Tuesday, Shivratil,
when he will go for a darshan ot
Ram Lalla, to pre-empt the ad-
ministration from taking pre-
ventive action will be decided ot
meetings of VHP leaders.,

The pace of activity quick-
ened as VHP leader Ashok Sing-
hat arvived in Avodhva. after be-
ing permiticd by the State Gov-
ernment to go there, and held
closed-door mectings with other
Sangh leaders to review the sit-
wition and discuss tuture plans.

Moeanwhile, kav sevaks had
begun converging on Avedhya
from all over the State. There
were reports from Gorakhpur
and Kanpur that the first bateh
of kar sevaks had lett for Avod
hva. Both the groups were ot
strong. From Varanasi, there
woere reports that local VHP and
R88 leaders were mobilising
workers, to be ready for direc
tions from the high coonmand to
move swifthy




"Muslim board rejects
séer’s puja proposal

‘Offer is incoherent  Defiant VHP makes

and incomplete’

NEW DELHI: The All India Muslim Personal Law
Board on Sunday rejected the proposal of Kanchi
Shankaracharya Jayendra Saraswati for a symbolic
bhoormi puja near the disputed site in Ayodhya on
March 15 and the construction of a temple there.
After a day-long meeting, the board issued a
statement, saying, “It has been resolved to convey to
the Kanchi Shankaracharya our inability to accept
his March 8 proposal as it is incomplete and inco-
herent.” The board then appealed to the Centre to
help maintain a status quo on the land acquired by
it and take effective steps to ensure that no symbol-
ic'kar seva or puja took place in the area.
Addressing mediapersons later in the day, execu-
tive committee member of the board Y.H. Muchala
said all the parties cod-
cerned must abide by, the
supreme court verdict on
the Ram Janmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid dispute.
Explaining the reasons
behind the body rejecting (&
the Kanchi seer’s propos-
al, he said it did not offer
any solution to the prob-
lem in its entirety to
Muslims. “The proposal
contained no commit
ment that the VHP

dict,” he said, adding that

certain documents includ- New Delhi on Sunday,

bide by th o will Ap India Musllm Personal Law Board leaders
abide by the COMIt VeI~ giceuss the Kanchi seer’s compromise formula in

BJP allies uneasy

By Rajesh Ramachandran
Times News Network
NEW DELHI: With the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
{VHP) adamant on holding a bhoomi puja on the
acquired land in Ayodhya, the BJP’s allies at the
Centre are looking to Prime Minister A B. Vajpayee
and the supreme court to avert a political crisis, failing
which they will decide their stand on the issue.

Considering the VHP’s determination and pace of
planning, the apex court seems to be the only hope for
the NDA members. The court is scheduled to hear a
contempt petition against the VHP programme on
Wednesday. If it restrains the VHP and forces the
Centre to stop the outfit’s plans, a crisis that may see
many of the NDA constituents withdrawing from the
coalition will be averted.
Most of the BJP's allies
see the crisis as a sabotage
from within the Sangh
Parivar aimed at the PM.
Speaking to this news-
paper, a senior leade
1 an NDA party said,“"We
1 fear that in the name of a
| symbolic bhoomi puja, the
VHP may carry a few
carved pillars and estab-
lish that it has actually
begun construction. In
that case, we will be forced
to pull out of the govern-
ment.” However, there is

ing a copy of the building plan of the temple, the site
plan and the undertaking given by the Ram
Janmabhoomi Trust to Prime Minister Vajpayee,
had not been made available to the board despite
repeated requests.

According to Mr Muchala, the board was not
aware of the extent of the trust’s links with the VHP
and other Sangh Parivar bodies and if it was entitled
to undertake the temple construction.

Meanwhile at New Delhi, the police detained
Mohammed Yunus Siddiqgui, president of the All India
Babri Masjid Rebuliding Committee which was plan-
ning to take out a ‘rath yatra’ from the capital to
Ayodhya on Sunday. Deputy commissioner of police P.
Kamaraj said Siddiqui was picked up from his Zakir
‘ . Nagar residence in South Delhi on Saturday night. or

considerable doubt within the NDA as to how far the
allies will go against the compulsions of power politics.
Taking a tough stand, the Samata Party on Sunday
spoke of “an unforeseeable sequence of events” if the
kar sevaks gathered in Ayodhya was not dispersed.
Party spokesman S. Shrivastva said, “If it is not permit-
ted by the apex court or agreed upon by minority com-
munity leaders, the status quo at the acquired site should
not be altered even in the form of a symbolic puja.”
The TDP, DMK, Trinamul Congress, Janata Dal (U)
and Ram Vilas Paswan’s Lok Jana Shakti have
already made it clear that it would be difficult for
them to support the government if it itted the
construction of a temple on the acquired land without
a mutual agreement between leaders of both the com-
munities or the approval of the supreme court,
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