e
GGener

Mubashir Zaidi and W
Vishal Thapar
Islamabad/New Delhi,
December 30
GENERAL PERVEZ
Musharraf said on Mon-
day that it was his threat
of a “non-conventional”
war that had pushed India
back from the brink of
launching a full-scale at-
tack on Pakistan.

“In my meetings with
various world leaders, 1
conveyed my personal
message to Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee that if the In-
dian forces crossed the
Line of Control and the in-
ternational border, they
should not expect a con-
ventional war from Pak-
istan,” he said addressing
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Pervez addressing the
Army Corps in Karachi.

the Army Corps reunion
ceremony in Karachi.

He said he believed the
message had been con-
veyed to Vajpayee. “We
have defeated our enemy

ar of w

without going to war,” he
claimed.

India matched the rhet-
oric word for word, with
outgoing Army Chief
General S Padmanabhan
asserting in New Delhi
that Pakistan’s nuclear
threats had not served as
any deterrent.

Speaking on the side-
lines of a ceremony where
he handed over charge of
Chairman, Chiefs of Staff
Committee, to Navy Chief
Admiral Madhvendra
Singh, Padmanabhan
said, “We were absolutely
ready for war. (In the
process of preparing for
war) We assess the ene-
my’s capabilities. When 1
say we were ready, (it
means) we had assessed
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Pakistan’s nuclear capa-
bilties (and factored them
into our plans).”

He declined to say how
close to war the two coun-
tries had come during the |
year-long military standoff
which followed the Decem-
ber 13 Parliament attack.

Asked if Operation
Parakram, India’s biggest
and longest ever-military
mobilisation, had tamed
Pakistan, Padmanabhan
said the build-up had
yvielded “solid” dividends.

“After practicising for
war for a year, we have the
most well-trained army in
the world. The equipment
situation is the best-ever.
The modernisation pro-
gramme too was speeded

up,” he said. /
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WHILE THE SEVERE strains that afflicted the
relations between Teheran and Islamabad till
the recent past have eased, they have not been
completely erased and as much can be con-
strued from the lacklustre visit that Iran’s Presi-
dent, Syed Mohammed Khatami, has just made
to Pakistan. The two sides have not been able to
resolve the differences in their approach to sev-
eral key issues but they can draw comfort from
the fact that they are now able to hold discus-
sions without the carefully suppressed yet
clearly perceptible hostility that they once bore
towards each other. The state of the bilateral
relations that each country has with India is a
matter of concern to the other and this is an
issue on which Iran and Pakistan do not see eye
to eye. For instance, prior to Mr. Khatami’s visit
Pakistan’s President, Pervez Musharraf, had
strenuously urged Teheran to factor in Islama-
bad’s sensitivities in respect of India in the
course of developing its ties with New Delhi.
But Mr. Khatami scrupulously stayed clear of
India-Pakistan controversies and prudently
urged both sides to resolve their disputes in a
just and reasonable manner. Although Teheran
appears as eager as Islamabad is to begin work
on the Iran-Pakistan-India natural gas pipeline,
Mr. Khatami did not share his host’s perspec-
tive that New Delhi’s concerns over the security
dimensions of the project were exaggerated. On
the contrary, Mr. Khatami appears to have sug-
gested that Pakistan must indeed address these
concerns while reminding everyone involved
(India included) that the project would be of
great economic benefit to the region.

An issue that once had the potential to take
Iran-Pakistan relations to the breaking point
did come up during the visit, perhaps more out
of inadvertence, during an interaction which
Mr. Khatami had with the Pakistan media. In
pointing out that sectarian conflict was promi-
nent among the problems bedevilling the re-
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gion, Mr. Khatami revived mfemories of the
Sunni-Shia clashes that have claimed a number
of lives — including that of Iranians in Pakistan
— over the years. What could have been partic-
ularly galling to his audience was that Mr. Kha-
tami’s reference to the Shia-Sunni strife was
made in response to a query intended to make -
him reveal his thoughts on developments in
Gujarat. But if the Iranian President’s reference
to sectarian strife within Pakistan was a pointer
to that which had remained unchanged in the
relations between the two countries, the marked
difference in tone with which both sides ad-
dressed the issue of Afghanistan was revelatory -
of the improvements that have been made to
the relationship.

From a situation where they were indirectly at
war with each other through their proxies in
Afghanistan (the Taliban in Pakistan's case and
the Northern Alliance in Iran’s), the relations
between the two countries have now reached a
stage where they can seriously talk about coop-
erating in the reconstruction of their war-rav-
aged neighbour. In talking about the potential
and prospects of their cooperation in Afghan-
istan, both sides appear to have skirted the con-
troversies that arise on account of their
divergent views in respect of the U.S. and of the
role that Washington is playing in the region.

Although Mr. Khatami was accompanied by a
large delegation of businessmen, thus signifying
the scope that both sides perceive exists for bi-
lateral trade, hardly any boost was given to their
economic ties. Gen. Musharraf, while referring
to the substantial increment in imports of Ira-
nian oil that Pakistan had made, had expressed
the desire that Iran would reciprocate by pur-
chasing more wheat and rice from his country.
Such a boost in economic ties between the
countries of South and South West Asia will ap-
parently, just like the pipeline, have to wait on a
more substantial improvement of political ties.
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slamabad, Dec. 23 (Reuters).
Iranian President Mohammad
Khatami arrived in neighbour-
ing Pakistan today to discuss
Afghanistan, a proposed gas
pipeline across Islamabad’s ter-
ritory to India and a possible US-
led war against Iraq.

Khatami, accompanied by
his defence, foreign affairs and
road and transport ministers,
was welcomed by President Per-
vez Musharraf and Prime Min-
ister Mir Zafarullah Jamali at
the start of a three-day visit.

“It is a very pleasant day for
us,” Khatami told Musharraf, re-
flecting a great tmprovement in
relations between Iran and Pak-
istan since the fall of the Taliban
government in Afghanistan.

The two Presidents discussed
their neighbour Afghanistan.
“(They) reiterated their desire to
work closely for the reconstruc-
tion of Afghanistan and for the
establishment of durable peace
there,” said a joint statement.

Iran, a mostly Shiite Muslim
nation, backed the opposition
Northern Alliance forces in
their war against the Taliban,
long backed by mainly Sunni
Muslim Pakistan.

The conflict fuelled other dis-
putes between Iran and Pakistan
and caused sectarian violence in
the two countries. It also drew
Iran closer to India.

“Khatami’s visit is a turning

Iran, which has the d\s
second biggest gas reserves,
has proposed building a {$4
billion pipeline across Pakistan
to India to tap into the huge Indi-
an market and help promote
peace between the subconti-

i

point in Iran and Pakistan's |

relations,” Iran’s deputy foreign
minister Mohsen Aminzadeh
told reporters.
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nent’s feuding nuclear powers.
Last year, Pakistan and Iran
had agreed to conduct a study
into the feasibility of the pipe-
line project.
Tehran is worried about
repercussions from any US-led

(HE TELEGRAPE

ipeline to Pak

war on Iraq, which borders Iran.

“In this sensitive situation,
we should try to expand rela-
tions, including inthe political,
economic and security fields,”
Khatami told reporters before
leaving for Pakistan.
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viability! Pak. tells Iran

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 22, The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
has urged Iran to draw India in-
to a dialogue and convince it
about the viability and safety of
the proposed lran-India gas
pipeline via the land route of
Pakistan.

In an interview to Iran’s offi-
cial news agency, IRNA, on the
eve of the three-day visit of the
Iranian President, Syed Mo-
hammad Khatami, to Pakistan,
Gen. Musharraf has argued that
it was for [ran to convince New
Delhi on the pipeline. “I think; it
is only Iran that can convince
the country to push through
with the gas pipeline”.

He felt that the mega pipeline
project was viable and should
materialise for the sake of the
economic progress of the three
countries of the region.

Welcoming his Iranian coun-
terpart’s visit, Gen. Musharraf
said that Islamabad and Tehe-
ran need to coordinate efforts
on the political and economic
fronts, and Mr. Khatami’s visit

would help both sides to im-
prove their coordination on is-
sues of mutual interest.

To a question on Teheran-Is-
lamabad commercial relations,
he said, a great deal needs to be
done on the trade front. Keep-
ing in view the deep historical,
cultural and religious relations,
as well as the geographical link-
ages of the two countries, their
economic interaction left much
to be desired.

“Pakistan is keen on enhanc-
ing trade and commercial rela-
tions and during my last
meeting with President Khata-
mi, we discussed enhancement
of economic interaction”, he
told the agency.

Gen. Musharraf said that Pa-
kistan increased its oil imports
from Iran from less than $100
million to $500 million. Howev-
er, Iran had not reciprocated.
“We talk about exports of our
rice and wheat, so we need to
resolve these things. 1 believe
these can be resolved amica-
bly”.

He expected President Khata-
mi’s visit to be of immense help

<HZ HINDD
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to develop a consensus on re-
gional issues, especially on Af-
ghanistan and  Pakistan's
concerns with respect to India.
“There is a need for Iran’s un-
derstanding of our sensitivities
towards India. So, [ feel this is
the area where Iran needs to
clearly understand our very
acute sensitivities vis-a-vis In-
dia so that in its bilateral rela- |
tions with New Delhi, this
concern is kept in the fore-
front”, he said. ‘

Laying emphasis on coordi- |
nation between the two sides on |
regional issues in particular,
Gen. Musharraf said: “our ef-
forts vis-a-vis Afghanistan’s re- |
construction should be !
coordinated. I don’t see any ‘\
clash in our perceptions as to .
what is happening in Afghanis- |
tan.

“We must not develop a com-
petitive behaviour towards Af-
ghanistan ~and  economic
benefits of reconstruction of the
war-ravaged country can be’
shared very well between Iran |
and Pakistan.” he told the
agency. i
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Jamali holds talks with PPP
leaders to seek support T A

Islamabad: Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Mir Zafurullah Khan Jamali
held talks with President Pervez
Musharraf and senior leaders of
former premier Benazir Bhutto’s
PPP to work out a quid pro quo
deal in order to secure a comfort-
able majority for his government
in parliament.

Mr Jamali of the Pakistan Mus-
lim League—Quaide Azam (PML-
Q) held lengthy discussions with
Mr Musharraf on Monday night
over political developments in the
country after he met a PPP dele-
gation, led by Makhdoom Amin
Fahim. During his talks with PPP
leaders, he discussed a host of is-
sues, including the formation of a
PPP government in the Southern
Sindh province as well as future
political cooperation to help his
government at the centre to get
acomfortable majority.

The Jamali government is cur-
rently surviving on one- vote ma-
jority in the 342-member national
assembly. Referring to the Jamali-
Fahim meeting, PPP sources said
issues pertaining to formation of

B covernment  in
Sindh were also
discussed, amid
speculations that
the Jamali govern-

ment and the PPP
| were trying to
: reach an under-

ik s ) gtanding to tide
Mirdamali  Gyer the political
crisis.

The meeting took place in the
wake of a one-to-one meeting be-
tween Mr Fahim and Mr Mushar-
raf on Sunday, local daily ‘Dawn’
reported on Tuesday.

In their meeting with Mr Ja-
mali, PPP leaders presented fresh
proposals to work out cooperation
between their party and the rul-
ing PML-Q at the centre as well as
formation of its own government
in Sindh, it said. The Sindh as-
sembly is due to meet on Decem-
ber 12.

During the meeting, Mr Fahim
also conveyed his reservations
over the government’s effort to
cause defection among the PPP
ranks and emergence of a faction

PPP patriots.

Mr Fahim demanded that all
the PPP defectors be withdrawn
from the federal cabinet to pave
way for cooperation between the
two parties, the paper said. Six of |
the ten defectors have been re-
warded with ministries in Ja-
mali’s cabinet.

Mr Jamali, however, ruled out
any such possibility and called
upon the PPP to review its policies
which caused frustration among
its members, the paper said.

Both PML-Q and PPP have to
settle a host of differences before
deciding on a long-term coopera-
tion. Like the hardline Islamist al-
liance, the Muttahida Majlis-E
Amal (MMA), the PPP also wants
Mr Musharraf to quit as army
chief and scale down his powers
to dismiss parliament.

Ms Bhutto wants Jamali gov-
ernment to either withdraw all
the cases against her and her
spouse Asif Ali Zardari or pro-
vide a fair trial to get their names
cleared. pri
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Kashmir 1 sué\ﬂo/
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Islamabad: Pakistan on Charging that the decla-
Thursday accused Russia ration has not taken into
of not focussing on the consideration alleged hu-
“Kashmir movement” and man rights violation by In-
getting carried away by dian security forces in
the “chauvinist’” Indian Kashmir, it said “the Russ- -
propaganda. It wanted ian side has also failed to
Moscow to play a “con- notice India’s adamant re-
structive role” in address- fusal to resolve the Kash-
ing this issue. mir dispute in a fair and
The Delhi declaration just manner on the basis of
signed on Wednesday by UN resolutions and in ac-
Prime Minister Atal Bi- cordance with the wishes
hari Vajpayee and Russian of the Kashmiri people’’.
President Vladimir Putin The statement followed
focussed on the issue of comments by Pakistan
cross-border  terrorism Prime Minister’ Mir Za-
and not on the “Kashmir farullah Khan Jamali
movement”, a foreigh min- denying Islamabad’s role
istry statement here said.  in sponsoring terrorism.
“Tt is unfortunate that “We have always refut-
the Russian leadershiphas ed it. We never believe in
been taken in by the Indi- it. I do not want to blame
an propaganda,” it said, Mr Putin for making such
adding that Islamabad was a statement while sitting
disappointed at “the un- in India,” he was quoted as
warranted and unbal- saying by the local media
anced references to Pak- here inresponse tothe Del-
istan contained in the so- hiDeclaration.
called Delhi Declaration.” Also allaying fears ex-
Acknowledging pressed by Mr Putin over
Moscow’s role in normalis-  the safety of Pakistan's nu-
ing Indo-Pak ties, the state- clear weapons, Mr Jamali
ment said “Pakistan ex- said the country’s nuclear
pects Russia, as a major assets were in safe hands.
power, to play a construc- “Pakistan is a positive
tive role in addressing the thinking country and
grave and fundamental there wasno need for wor-
problems in ensuring ry about the country’s nu-
peace and security in clear programme,” he
South Asia”. said. em
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Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Dec. 2. — “Trusted
friend” Vladimir Putin  arrives
tomorrow having already raised con-

cerns in the international community |

that are music to Indian ears, and go
beyond anything the Indians have said.
In an interview, the Russian President
said he feared the Pakistan nuclear
programme could be misused by talling
into the hands of terrorists.
Acknowledging that Mr Putin had
articulated concerns “even more
sharply than Indian leaders”, the
foreign secretary, Mr Kanwal Sibal
waid today that if the international
ommunity was concerned about the
sues of “fundamentalism, terrorism
mnd WMDs” (weapons of mass des-
truction), they needed to look at

Putin, PM pas de des
“on Pakistani terror.’

Mr Vladimir Putin and Mr AB Vajpayee

Pakistan, where all three were jux-
taposed, if they were serious about
“neutering” terrorism.

Mr Putin will have dinner with Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee soon after his
arrival tomorrow at which the focus is
likely to be terrorism and Pakistan’s
sponsorship of it, Afghanistan, Iraq,
energy security and a renewed thrust
on bilateral economic relations that

have not kept pace with the political
concert of ties.

The bulk of Mr Putin’s meetings are
due on Wednesday, when a number of
important documents, including an
MoU on cooperation against terrori-
sm, will be signed. '

The threat perception for Mr Putin’s
security has been raised, forcing him to -
cancel a scheduled talk at the Indian
Council for World Affairs.

Mr Vajpayee today said India would
seek increased cooperation from
Russia in the nuclear field and it could
depend .on Moscow during any crisis
even though other nations were trying
to place hurdles in the deepening
relationship between the two nations.

“In the military field our coop-
eration is growing. We depend on our
friend Russia,” the PM was quoted by

agencies as saying. /
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NEW DELHI 1 DECEMBER

POTLIGHT has been
S thrown again on the threat

of jehadis getting control of
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal, with
the Russian President going pub-
lic with his stark assessment.

The Russian leader has ex-
pressed scepticism over the claim
of the Musharraf regime that its
nuclear installations are safe and
out of the reach of the jehadis
who have emerged as stronger
than ever after the so-called polls
in Pakistan. “But, tobe frank, our
concerns, our anxiety still per-
sists, Our position is such that we
believe that practical action
should be taken to prevent the
dissemination of WMD,” Mr
Putin said as he expressed the
fear that Pak-controlled “WMD
could fall into the hands of ban-
dits and terrorists (this is exactly
how 1 would like to call these per-
sons rather than just militants).”

He also apprehended that ter-
rorists in Pakistan could access
the designs and other inputs that
go into the making of nuclear
weapons and that will be notany
less dangerous. “Information
concerning production tech-
niques of even simple means
could be equal to WMD in their
destructive potential,” he said.

Mr Putin’s blunt statement,
which provoked an angry rebut-

Jehadis may hava access
 to Pak nul "

e
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tal from Islamabad, suits India’s
campaign against Pakistan. It en-
dorses the long-held Indian com-
plaint about Pakistan becoming a
redoubt of jehadis, as well as the
inability and reluctance of the de
jure authority to stem the slide. It
will ensure that the attention re-
mains focused on the vulnerabil-
ity of Pakistan's nuclear weapon-
ry to jehadi poachings.

The safety of the bornbs, which
Islamabad unabashedly touted as
the property and pride of Islamic
world asa whole, hasbeen cease-
lessly debated since Musharraf
succumbed to US pressure to be
part of the “war against terror”.

The I~~~ -~1c Times

The arrest of a top nuke scien-
tist and unearthing of strong evi-
dence to suggest that he was col-
laborating with al-Qaeda to de-
sign weapons of mass destruction
reinforced the suspicion, lending
credence to the claim of a cele-
brated American journalist that
US along with Israel was keeping
a contingency plan ready to take
out the missiles and bombs.

The suspicions of Mr Putin
may sound credible because of
the backdrop as well as the recent
disclosure about Islamabad’s
clandestine bomb material-mis-
sile swap with the Communist
dictatorship of North Korea.
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“® Pak. resents Putin’s remarks

By B. Muralidhar Reddy\\()}\

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 1. islamabad
has taken serious exception to
the comments of the Russian
President, Viadimir Putin, on
the possibility of Osama bin La-
den’s presence in Pakistan and
his concerns over the security of
Pakistan’s nuclear assets. Com-
ing as it does just two days be-
fore Mr. Putin’s official visit to
India, the development will not
go unnoticed.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
issued a long statement explain-
ing that it had taken up the re-
ported remarks of Mr. Putin at a
press conference in St. Peters-
burg on November 22 with the
Russian Foreign Office in
Moscow.

The statement was issued a
day after Mr. Putin’s interview
to The Hindu in which he raised
similar concerns.

The statement said the Rus-
sian Ambassador in Islamabad
was summoned to the Foreign
Office and concerns over Mr.
Putin’s statements were
conveyed.

Pakistan and Russia have not
enjoyed warm relations and ef-
forts on both sides since the
emergence of Russia, after the
collapse of the Soviet Union, for
a better understanding have not
been successful. Islamabad
continues to nurse a grudge that

even after the colkapse of the
Soviet Union, ties Between In-
dia and Russia have remained
strong. .

The Pakistan Foreign Office
not only made it known that it
would take up both the issues
during the Pakistan-Russia Joint
Working Group bilateral meet-
ing scheduled in Moscow to-
morrow, but also raised several
questions on the security of
Russia’s nuclear assets.

“Both during the exchange in
Moscow and during the meet-
ing in the Foreign Office, Pakis-
tan had . expressed its
disappointment over President
Putin’s comment which had
been made in answer to a media
question. It was stressed that
Pakistan was a very responsible
country and no one should have
any fears about our nuclear as-
sets. They are under very tight
control, and the regime for
Command and Control leaves
no room for any concern,” the
statement said.

It said the attention of the
Russian Ambassador was drawn
to the fear that Russia's own
system of safeguarding its nu-
clear assets, fissile material and
sensitive technology was a mat-
ter of serious concern to the in-
ternational community.

“Russia was engaged in a
multi-billion dollar programme
with the United States to safe-

guard its assets and material,
and also to subsidise scientists
so that they would not be
tempted to work abroad. There
were reports of over 200 cases of
attempted smuggling of alleged
nuclear material out of Russia.
Prominent Russians had ex-
pressed serious doubts about
the whereabouts of its suitcase
bombs. Fissile material had
been used for field agricultural
monitoring devices throughout
the former USSR and all these
devices were yet to be account-
ed for. Pakistan was, therefore,
surprised that Russia should ex-
press any concern about Pakis-
tan,” it said.

On Mr. Putin’s comment on
Osama, the Russian Ambassa-
dor had been told that as had
been stated earlier by the Pakis-
tan Government, he was not on
Pakistani soil, and the Govern-
ment had no information as to
where else he may be, and if he
was still alive.

The statement said the Pakis-
tan Ambassador in Moscow had
been informed by the Russian
Foreign Office that Mr. Putin
had expressed appreciation and
support for President Mushar-
raf in his comment, and that
Mr. Putin had not been critical
of Pakistan.

At the meeting, the statement
said, it was recalled that a Rus-
sian delegation would arrive in

1
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the middle of this month for bi-
lateral consultations on Securi-
ty Council matters.

In the second half of January
2003, a Joint Working Group on
Strategies Stability would com-
mence its first session, and that

Russia had set up such a work-
ing group with only a few '

countries.

“The Russian side alluded to
these forthcoming dialogues as
evidence of Russia’s desire for

better and institutionalised re-

lations with Pakistan. During

the meeting in the Foreign Of-
fice, serious concern was con-
veyed in the Russian Foreign
Ministry statement of Novem-
ber 25 alleging some link be-
tween  terrorist acts  in
Indian-Occupied Kashmir, by
forces trying to thwart the tend-
ency for relaxation of tension
between India and Pakistan,
and alleged terrorist infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan”, it said. It said
the Pakistan Foreign Office told
the Russian Ambassador that
there was no basis for such alle-
gation.

“He was told that the Russian
side should also take note of the
genocide, serious human rights
violations, and rapes commit-
ted by the Indian occupation ar-
my. Pakistan is fulfilling all its
obligations, made to the inter-
national community, in com-

bating terrorism.”
/
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~ India, Pak. troop withdr

By Amit Baruah

MOSCOW, NoV. 30. Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin, at
50, is a young man to be presiding over the destiny of
the Russian Federation. The President is confident, at
ease in discussing the nuances of foreign policy con-
cerning both Russia and the rest of the world. In this
interview conducted at his official Kremlin residence
{once occupied by Lenin) late on Thursday night, Mr.
Putin, speaking through an interpreter, expresses con-
cern on a range of issues. After the interview to The
Hindu and the NDTV is over, I ask him about his
English. He grins and says he’s still learning. I tell him
there wasn't enough time to accommodate all my
questions. “Next time,” he promises. Excerpts from the
interview:

Amit Baruah: When you signed the strategic
partnership agreement with the Prime Minister,

The Russian President, Viadimir Putin, during an
interview in Moscow on Friday.
— Photos: Viadimir Radyuhin

Atal Behari Vajpayee, two years ago, it contained
an important element of developing a counter to
the unipolar world order and the democratisation
of international relations. How far have the two
countries moved in this direction?

This topic of creating a new architecture for in-
ternational security, building a safer world has be-
come particularly important after the two-polar
world ceased to exist and confrontation ended be-
tween two opposing systems. After several years of

point of view, our positions with India are very close.
We are in favour of improving the existing mecha-
nisms of the United Nations, mechanisms of improv-
ing international peace and security.... It is precisely
there that the principles of a multi-polar world
should come to the fore.... I think it would be tanta-
mount to an unforgivable and gross mistake should
we choose another way....

Do you think America’s policies towards Iraq
represent a unipolar, hegemonic approach?

We share the position of our U.S. partners in the
sense that we must make sure that Iraq is not devel-
oping weapons of mass destruction and has no such

L ‘_\A\ v’
of the statements made by (Pakistani) President
(Pervez) Musharraf that the military potential of his
country is safely protected, strictly under control.
But, to be frank, our concerns, our anxjety, still per-
sist. Our position is such that we believe that practi-
cal action should be taken to prevent the
dissemination of weapons of mass destruction. That
concerns all countries, including, of course, the sit-
uation between DPRK and Pakistan. ....Personally, I
do not have any information indicating that Pakistan
is transferring military technologies or weapons’ sys-
tems to some other countries. Therefore, any spec-
ulation on this matter can be only theoretical. But, if

“In recent times, President Musharraf has taken a number of resolute
steps to combat terrorism. My position is that we should not put all
the burden, all the blame on him for negative developments, but we

should, rather, try to stimulate him to continue this policy.”

weapons in its possession. But at the same time, we
do believe that we should not forget about other

- hotbeds existing in the world that could pose a cer-

tain threat. One such concern.... that we have is the
weapons of mass destruction in Pakistan. We have to

. have a clear picture of where those weapons are — in

what status (state), in what condition they are and
what will happen to them in the future. There are
other regions of the world that we are concerned
about no less than Iraq. At the same time, I wouldn’t
demonise the position taken by the U.S. towards
Iraq. We should take into consideration and not for-
get the events that preceded the tough position taken
by the U.S. leadership and President (George W.)
Bush. What I have here in mind are the barbaric
terrorist attacks against targets in Washington and;”
New York on September 11, 2001. That’s why, emo-
tionally, I do understand the U.S. and President
Bush'’s position. At the same time, it has always been
our position that decisions of that kind (military ac-
tion against Iraq) are solely within the competence of
the United Nations. It is only the Security Council
that can take decisions of that kind. In my conversa-
tions with President Bush, he never, not once, insist-
ed on the immediate use of force..in all the
conversations I have had with him, in person or over
the phone, he kept saying that we should seek a
peaceful solution to the problem.... despite the fact
that we have had many difficult and complex issues
at hand, nonetheless we have always succeeded in
reaching agreement and, particularly, Resolution
1441 that has been passed by the U.N. Security
Council. We do hope that all the parties concerned
will abide by that in full, including Iraq. The latest
reports that we receive from Iraq indicate that the
situation there is developing in a positive direction.

Amit Baruah: When you speak of concerns about
weapons of mass destruction in Pakistan, are you
afraid that these weapons are going to fall into
hands of militants in Pakistan-Afghanistan? Sec-
ondly, the missiles for weapons deal between North
Korea and Pakistan...Russia is an important guar-
antor of the nuclear non-proliferation regime-
...What needs to be done now by the international
community?

You are quite right in saying that Russia is one of
the guarantors of the NPT. My personal position can-
not divert (diverge) from that of my country. In my

“We consider ourselves as a member of the international anti-terror
coalition and we hope that all the actions taken in combating
terrorism will be concerted action. And, so far, it has been exactly that
way. We Wope it will stay that way.”

impression (belief) that all the fears and apprehen-
sions had been overcome and we are at a new stage,
the world suddenly understood that this was not ex-
actly so. The world is not totally at a stage of harmon-
ic development. It became clear that new threats and
| challenges have emerged that are no less dangerous
than the threats that we faced before. Although the
world has changed, the tools, the international in-
struments that we used before to improve relations,
can continue to be used and adapted to the present-
day situation. They can be further improved and,
here, | have in mind.... the United Nations. From that

capacity as President, I will insist on fulfilling the
obligations that exist under the NPT. As regards my
concerns, you are quite right that we do have con-
cerns. What we are worried about is not only the fact
that weapons of mass destruction could fall into the
hands of bandits and terrorists (this is exactly how I
would like to call these persons rather than just mil-
itants). Not only that is dangerous, but we also have
concerns they (terrorists) could obtain information
concerning production techniques of even simple
means that could be equal to weapons of mass de-
struction in their destructive potential. We take note

that is, in fact, happening, that would be regrettable.
We should continue to strengthen the non-prolifer-
ation regime, we should act together in a concerted
way and prevent any developments in the world to-
ward creation of a one-polar world. We should build
international relations on democratic principles....

Is Osama bin Laden alive and would you label
Pakistan a state-sponsor of terrorism?

Our friendship with India is not against some-
body....and we will further continue our friendly rela-

INTERVIEW .

tionship. The negative influence that Pakistan used
to exercise in neighbouring Afghanistan in previous
years, including support to the Taliban, are well-
known facts. It is quite obvious and we are fully
aware of the fact that Osama bin Laden not just
cooperated with the Taliban, but he was part of the
whole system. In recent times, President Musharraf
has taken a number of resolute steps to combat ter-
rorism. My position is that we should not put all the
burden, all the blame on him for negative devel-

awal a ri

Should there be any message to be delivered from
China, of course, I will discuss that with the lead-
ership of India. But we do not pursue any such task.
China is our neighbour and India is one of our major
international partners; and a country with which our
relations are of utmost importance. We think that we
should try to develop our bilateral relations with
eaeh of these countries because each relationship is
of paramount importance for the Russian Federa-
tion. Qur position is as follows. We are convinced of
the need for positive development of relations be-

tween Russia and India, Russia and China and China
and India. I think that all the parties within this trian-
gle are interested in this development. At the same
time, I think we shouldn’t get ahead of time or move
ahead without proper preparation. We should move
step-by-step trying to develop harmonious relations,
preparing all the necessary conditions. But, of
course, our aspiration, overall, should be to develop
our relations in as positive a way as possible.

Why, then, does Russia provide China with
weaponry similar to what it providés India — Suk-
hoi aircraft, Kilo class submarines, advanced de-

“We share the pésition of our U.S. partners in the sense that we
must make sure that Iraq is not developing weapons of mass
destruction and has no such weapons in its possession. But at the
same time, we do believe that we should not forget about other
hotbeds existing in the world...”

opments, but we should, rather, try to stimulate him
to continue this policy. We have the right to hope
that his actions will be sincere....and effective. Other-
wise, all talk on this matter would make no sense.

Amit Baruah: It is interesting that you will be
going to India from China. For some time,-there
has been trilateral cooperation between India, Chi-
na and Russia. What shape do you think this coop-
eration will take? And, is there any message in your
going to India from China?

stroyers — when Russi is aware that China and
India have a long-runni:. ; border dispute?

Russia is an active player in the international
weapons’ market....this is a market of high-technol-
ogy goods; therefore, a highly competitive market.
With China, we also share a very long border. And,
we too, have had our border disputes between China
and the (former) Soviet Union. At the same time, we
are gradually settling, resolving those problems. Giv-
en goodwill on both sides, any problem can be re-
solved. We also hope that the questions that are still
not resolved, outstanding questions, or issues, be-
tween China and India, will be resolved. Very tough
competition is going on in the international weap-
ons’ market. At the same time, Russia is not deliver-
ing weapons to conflict areas. This is our rule and we
try to abide by these rules. There is no conflict now
between China and India now and I hope there will
be no conflict in the future. The more we keep devel-
oping relations within the triangle, to which you
have referred, the more successful we will be in
achieving that positive result.

Amit Baruah: To return to bilateral India-Russia
relations, bilateral trade between the two countries
is not very high. What steps can be taken to in-
crease bilateral trade?

I do agree with you and I do believe that the level
of our bilateral trade turnover is not just low, it is
inadmissibly low. In recent years, it has not exceeded
$1.5 billion. For our two great countries, it is much
too low. Of course, our bilateral commission on trade
and economic ties should play its role in this mat-
ter...we need to pay more attention to joint invest-
ments and the establishment of joint ventures, and,

ght move Putin

in the area of military-technical cooperation, we al-
ready have some very good examples....we have not
achieved this level and quality of cooperation with
other countries, as we have achieved with India. We
are already engaged in joint development and pro-
duction of high-tech, very complex and very promis-
ing weapons’ systems. This is something that we do
not do with other countries. We think this experience
should be exploited, should be transferred to our
civil cooperation. We should focus on improving set-
tlement procedures and conditions for the develop-
ment of business cooperation....we have very good,
ongoing, pilot projects in areas such as energy, high-
tech and some others. Those projects should be sup-
ported by our two countries...we have the base
which should be built upon.

Does the transfer of military technology suggest
that Russia is willing to lease nuclear submarine or
help India construct a nuclear submarine? Is there
any final agreement on the sale of the aircraft carri-
er, Gorshkov?

We are already jointly producing an anti-ship mis-
sile (Brahmos)....as regards our cooperation in the
nuclear sphere and areas that are closely related to
the nuclear sphere, there are certain limitations to
that cooperation. Limitations that have to do with
the international obligations undertaken by the Rus-
sian Federation within the framework of the nuclear
club...and various non-proliferation mechanisms
and instruments. This is a separate topic we are dis-
cussing with our Indian colleagues....I would repeat
that all the solutions should be found within the
framework of international obligations undertaken
by the Russian Federation....as regards combat ships,
our suggestions and proposals are meeting with un-
derstanding on the part of our Indian colleagues. As
you know, in the nuclear field, we are co-operating in
constructing....two nuclear power plants....and, as
far as I know, the partners are mutually satisfied.

Amit Baruah: India has shown interest in be-
coming a member of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation? Is the membership of the SCO now
open and what will Russia’s approach be to India’s
possible entry?

The SCO is growing in terms of its significance and
the role it plays....and (in) the fight against interna-
tional terrorism....initially, that Organisation consist-
ed of four former Soviet Republics, including the
Russian Federation, and China. One of the major
objectives of this Organisation at that stage was the
settlement of still-outstanding border issues be-
tween China and the former Soviet Republics. And, 1
must say that practically all the most acute issues
have been resolved — either on a bilateral or multi-
lateral level within that Organisation....recently Uz-
bekistan joined that Organisation becoming a
co-founding nation....This is an indication....that this
is an open Organisation. We are prepared to engage
in consultations with our Indian partners and our
partners within the SCO in order to determine what
capacity, to what extent, India would like to and be
able to participate in the work of that Organisation.
At a later stage, we could take a proper decision. I
think that India’s participation in joint work within
that Organisation would help to enhance (its) role....

Amit Baruah: India and Pakistan are pulling
back their troops from the international border.
What's the Russian view on this and what steps
should be taken?

We welcome that decision and we believe this is
movement in the absolutely right direction. I think
that relaxation of tensions in such an explosive and
dangerous region....is an act that deserves respect
and we will try to support any steps taken by either
country towards that objective.

Amit Baruah: Are you at all concerned by the
long-term presence of American troops in Central
Asia, in Afghanistan?

We have repeatedly discussed this matter with our
U.S. colleagues. We take note of the statements made
by the U.S. side that their intention is to stay in
Afghanistan as long as is necessary to resolve all the
problems there. And they have no intention of stay-
ing there any longer after the counter-terrorist oper-
ation is concluded because that would make no
sense from the military or any other point of view.
We consider ourselves as a member of the interna-
tional anti-terror coalition and we hope that all the
actions taken in combating terrorism will be con-
certed action. And, so far, it has been exactly that
way. We hope it will stay that way. >
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By Chidanand Rajghatt. C.v
Times NEws NETWORK

Washington: The US may
have endangered India’s se-
curity, as also that of its al-
lies Japan and South Korea,
not to speak of jeopardising
the lives of its own 100,000
troops in the region by wil-
fully ignoring nuclear and
ballistic missile transfers be-
tween North Korea and Pak-
istan in an effort to secure
the latter’s cooperation in the
war on terrorism.

These transgressions oc-
curred as recently as last
July when American intelli-
gence agencies tracked a
Pakistani cargo aircraft as it
landed on a North Korean
airfield and took on a secret
payload—ballistic  missile
parts, the chief export of
North Korea’s military, the
‘New York Times’ reported in
its Sunday editions. The
newspaper said the nfi

Korea;

13tan’s range. Astomshmgly,
the Pakistanis used US-built
C-130, given to it by Washing-
ton ostensibly to fight terror-
ism, for the operation.

The shipment was brazen
enough, in full view of Amer-
ican spy satellites. David
Sanger, who reported the sto-
ry from South Korea, wrote
intelligence officials had re-
marked that even the mode of
transport seemed a subtle
slap on Washington.

In the past, when ques-
tioned by this correspondent
about the supply of the C-
130s, US officials had main-
tained that they were non-
lethal items that Pakistan
needed for anti-terrorism op-
erations. They said India
needed only be concerned
only if the US resumed the
sale of F-16s, which wasn’t
going to happen.

The C-130s, the newspaper
said, were part of the mili-
tary force that Pakistan Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf had
told President Bush would be
devoted to hunting down Al
Qaida terrorists, one reason

FHE TIMES OF INDL~

ak ferried missile parts

th US administration was
hailing its new cooperation
with a country that only a
year before it had labelled a
rogue state. But several times
since that new alliance was
cemented, American intelli-
gence agencies watched
silently as Pakistan’s air fleet
conducted a deadly barter
with North Korea, the paper
reported. In transactions that
intelligence agencies are still
unravelling, North Korea
provided General Musharraf
with the missile parts he
needed to build a nuclear ar-
senal capable of reaching
every strategic site in India.

The revelations angered
Indian officials, who, when
contacted here in Washing-
ton and in New Delhi, said it
was up to the US to deter-
mine the efficacy of its poli-
cies. “We have raised the is-
sue before and have been
stonewalled. They don’t want
to shift the focus from Iraq,”
an Indian diplomat said.

Some experts even said
China was involved in this
proliferation.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, NOV. 13. Pakistan has
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the Russian
energy firm, Gazprom, for the
construction of a $3.5 billion
trans-Pakistan gas pipeline
from Iran to India and to en-
hance oil and gas cooperation.

The English daily, Dawn, said
that under the MoU, Pakistan
had allowed Gazprom to carry
out a pre-feasibility study, with-
out surveying and mapping, of

the proposed gas pipeline
through  Pakistan’s  naval
territory.

The multi-billion Iran-India
gas pipeline has been hanging
fire for several years. The mil-
itary regime headed by the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, is keen on the pro-
ject as it sees enormous eco-
nomic gains but India has
serious reservations about the
project.

New Delhi is not enthusiastic
about the pipeline via the Pakis-
tan land route. Technical com-
mittees have been set up by
India and Iran to consider the
prospects of the pipeline via the
sea route.

The paper claimed that the

' MoU was the first of a series

Gazprom had scheduled td sign

with three parties — Pakistan, |

Iran and India— in the coming
two months.

A report in the paper has said
that Gazprom would sign a sim-

the

Putin, visits New Delhi next
month and then with Iran in Ja-
nuary next year.

The paper said that Gen.
Musharraf had authorised his

Petroleum Ministry to sign the |

MoU , provided Gazprom did
not insist on surveying and
mapping Pakistan’s territory.

A six-member Russian dele- !

gation arrived here on Monday
morning in a special plane and
left for Moscow in the afternoon
after signing of the MoU.
Gazprom and Pakistan have
agreed under the MoU to in-
crease cooperation in the oil

and gas sector, including con- |

version of diesel vehicles to
compressed natural gas and the
privatisation process. The MoU
would allow the Russian giant

to launch a pre-feasibility study :

on the construction of the pipe-
line, including routes and eco-
nomics, and negotiate with
international financial institu-
tions for financial support.

Russian President, Vladimir

signs MoU for \

'
|

ilar agreement with India when :

7~
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IDREES BAKHTIAR

Islamabad, Nov. 11: The Mut-
tahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA)
leader Qazi Hussain Ahmed said
Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf can be ratified as a
civilian President if he vacates
his military offices.

“To end the deadlock it is im-
perative that the National As-
sembly be convened at the earli-

.est and Gen. Pervez Musharraf
should come out of the Legal
Framework Order circle to make
this possible

“If he vacates his military of-
fices, a way can be found to vali-
date him as civilian President
under the aegis of the constitu-
tion,” Ahmed said here today
after a meeting with Musharraf.

He said the present stalemate
is not a product of politicians.
The political crisis can be re-
solved only if the National As-
sembly is convened at the earli-
est, he added. “It is in the best in-
terests of the nation, armed
forces and Musharraf himself”
he added.

Earlier, Ahmed said he had
held talks with the Tehreek-e-In-
saaf leader Imran Khan as part
of negotiations to chalk out a
way for the restoration of
democracy in Pakistan.

Imran Khan said there was
complete unanimity among
them on all issues including the
restoration of the constitution.

Khan said it was necessary
that the sovereignty of the coun-
‘try be restored and US military
bases abolished. He said the ar-
rest of Dr Amir Aziz by the FBI
was not acceptable. Khan said he
has assured Qazi of his complete
cooperation.

Benazir respect

Former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto said it was very difficult
to work with a military dictator
who has trampled the constitu-
tion. “The law is supreme and

%

g}) Musharra

A protester chants anti-US slogans during a rally
Karachi on Monday. (Reuters)

Musharraf should also respect
that law,” she said in an inter-
view with the BBC. Asked if she
would instruct her party to join
hands with Musharraf, she said
her party’s relationship with the
general would depend on the mu-
tual respect of the system that
had been put into place.
Pakistan said an internation-
al security force in Afghanistan
closed its supply base in Karachi
on Friday, a few days ahead of

Assistance Force, which used
Karachi airport and other facili-
ties on commercial terms for al-
most 10 months, had vacated the
airport building.

“They have closed their oper-
ations from here and handed
over all our facilities, including
the hotel, to us,” the spokesman
said.

The base at Karachi airport
was used by Britain and several
other members of the interna-
tional force helping Afghan secu-
rity forces maintain order in the
capital, Kabul.

Protests
execution
in Virginia

Multan, Nov. 11 (Reuters): More
than 200 people protested in
Pakistan today against the
scheduled execution later this
week of a Pakistani convicted
of murdering two CIA staff in
the United States.

Chanting anti-US slogans.
the protesters in the central
city of Multan denounced the
planned execution of Mir
Aimal Kansi on Thursday in
Virginia as “inhuman” and
warned of an angry reaction in
Muslim countries.

“There will be an extremely
horrible reaction in the Islamic
world if Aimal Kansi is execut-
ed and it will be strongly resis-
ted,” said a statement issued
after the protest led by reli-
gious and political groups.

The state department
warned last week that Kansi's
execution could trigger retalia-
tory attacks on US or other for-
eign interests overseas.

Pakistan is a key ally of the
United States in its war on ter-
rorism and has given permis-
sion for the US military to use
three remote air bases for logis-
tics for military operations in
neighbouring Afghanistan.

Kansi is from Baluchistan
province, which
Afghanistan and is a strong-
hold of hardline Islamic
groups that made big gains in
national elections last month
by exploiting anger at Washing-
ton over its Afghan campaign.

The chief of police in the
southwestern province said he
had ordered special security m ;
US citizens living in the proy
cial capital Quetta.
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Benazir and
Sharif tie up
with Zealﬁt

Islamabad, November 3 @M

ANTI-MILITARY parties have
agreed to go into a coalition with
right-wing Muslims to form Pak-
istan’s first civilian government
in three years.

Nawabzada Nasrullah, the
head of the anti-military Al-
liance for the Restoration of
Democracy (ARD), which in-
cludes the Pakistan People’s Par-
ty Parliamentarians (PPPP) and
the Pakistan Muslim League fac-
tion Nawaz Sharif, said on Sun-
day his group would back Mut-
tahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA)
head Maulana Fazlur Rehman as
Prime Minister.

“We have reached an agree-
ment with the MMA to form the
government,” said Nasrullah.
“We have reached an agreement
with the MMA to form the gov-
ernment,” he added. “We are in
full agreement, including the
ARD’s support for Fazlur
Rehman'’s election as Prime Min-
ister. A formal announcement
will be made any time soon.’

PPPP spokesman Farhatullah
Babar said Nasrullah had been
authorised to negotiate a coali-
tion. “If the Nawabzada says the
ARD has reached an agreement
with the MMA, that is the way it
is,” he said. “Nasrullah was
asked to mediate with all the par-
ties involved so that some con-
sensus could be reached.”

Tehmina Daultana, vice-presi-
dent of Sharif’s party, said the
former Prime Minister approved
Rehman’s bid for the premier-
ship. “All the members of the
ARD and indeed the MMA are
united on one simple platform:
we are all democratic forces and
we would all like to see democra-
cy restored,” she said.

Rehman said on Saturday the
MMA would be in a position to
form a coalition with a simple

majority w1th the main ARD par-
ties and some independents. “We
are very positive,” he said. “Ac-
cording to our latest count, we al-
ready have 174 seats,” he said.

However, another » senior
MMA official, Qazi Hussain
Ahmed, sowed confusion by
holding talks with the pro-mili-
tary Pakistan Muslim League
Quaid-e-Azam (PML-QA) on Sat-
urday, and saying afterwards the
two parties were seeking “mid-
dle ground”.

PML-QA power broker
Chaudrs Shujaat Hussain ap-
peared in a sombre mood after
the meeting, but said: “We shall
be able to come to a consensus
soon.” PML-QA today said they
had the support of 180 members
needed for a simple majority in
the House.

The PML-QA won the most
seats in the election on October
10, but its 103 fell well short of
the 172 needed for a majority.

MQM leader to return

Meanwhile, Altaf Hussain,
leader of Pakistan’s Muttahida
Quami Movement (MQM) today
announced he would return
from self exile even as his party
geared up to support PML-QA to
form a coalition government.

Hussain, who lived in self-ex-
ile in London, said in a state-
ment in Karachi today that he
would return home shortly.

He said: “I would return to the
country at any cost because I
don’t want to put burden on my
consciousness”.

Hussain’s announcement has
raised speculation here that the
party might have cut a deal with
the PML-QA and the military
regime to permit its leader’s
comeback in return for its sup-
port to form the government.

Agencies
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~‘pak supplied nuclear

equ1 ment to N Korea

NEW YORK Oct. 18, —
Pakistan was & majos suppli-
er of critical equipment for
North Korea’s newly-re-
vealed clandestine nuclear
weapons programme, In re-
turn, Pakistan got missiles
which it could use to coun-
ter India's nuclear arsenal,
US intelligence officials
were today quoted as saying.

The equipment, which
may include gas centrifuges
/uscd to create weapons-

grade uranium, appears to
have been part of a “barter
Jeal” whic% began in the
ate 1990s. The deal inclu-
led supply of missiles by
North Korea to Pakistan,
he officials told the New
York Times.

“What you have here is a
serfect meeting of interests
— the North Koreans had

1 diplomatic scramble
‘having a secret nuclear
l%ﬁ“wel S officlals today

Jweapons pr
#¥'the situatlofi in the insu-

et Chin

bhn Bolton dnd assistant
‘,Affalrs Mr James Kelly
£ US ‘officials sald was a
er of issues are on the
"8 US embassy spokes-
S delégation to Pyon-
Elefatiori ‘had confronted

‘* agenda, im ding D
§*woman said. M

iblation of a 1994 agree-
ally'denied the allegation,
ielear weapons pro-'

what the Pakistanis needed,
and the Pakistanis had a
way for Kim Jong Il to re-
start a nuclear programme
we had stopped,” said an of-
ficial.

The paper quotcd a Paki-
stan Embassy spokesman
MrAsad Hayauddin as say-
ing that it was “absolutely

jincorrect” to accuse Paki-
* stan of providing nuclear

THE STATESMAR

weapons  technology  to
North Korea.

“We have never had an
accident or leak or any ex-
port of fissile material or
nuclear tcchno]ogy or
knowledge," he said.

The White House yester-
day said it would not discuss
Pakistan's role or any other
intelligence  information,
the Times reported.

The trade between Paki-
stan and North Korea ap-
pears to have occurred
around 1997, roughly two
years before Gen Pervez
Musharraf scized power in
a bloodless coup.

However, the dealings ap-
pears 10 have continued
even after Gen. Musharraf
became  president, and
there is some evidence that
a commercial relationship
extended beyond 11 Sep-
tember, the daily said. -~



Pak rejects EU
findings on polls

Islamabad: Pakistan's gov-
ernment has flatly vejected a
statement by EU observers
which called the October 10
elections flawed. saying the
conclusions were “unfortu-
nate and not true”.

Accusations that authori-
ties interfered with the elec-
toral process “is indeed un-
fortunate. This is just not
true,” a statement released
on Saturday by the ministry
of information said.

According to a prelimi-
nary EU report by the 88-
strong observer team issued
on Saturday. the interference
resulted in “serious flaws™ in
Pakistan's first general elec-
tions since President Pervez
Musharraf seized power in a
coup in 1999,

“There was no such policy
or plan,” the g,oxu mnom

statement said. It also reject-
ed accusations the election
commission had failed to pre-
vent such interference.

“The commission is au-
tonomous and is invested
with statutory powers to en-
force electoral laws and pre-
vent malpractice.”

The “allegation against
the person of the President
as having ‘imposed serious
restrictions on campaign ac-
tivities’ together with (a local
official) is baseless,” the gov-
ernment said. The govern-
ment also denied that state
resources had been used un-
fairly, and stressed that party
leaders had been given theivr
fair share of airtime on state
media.

Pakistan said the reforms
~were undertaken with the
b991 of intentionsf‘ Agencies
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“We won’t allow U.S. troops
"~ «ron Pak. soil: MMA

‘\
\)@ By B.WMuralidhar Reddy

JSLAMABAD, 0CT. 12. The Muttahida Majlis-¢-Amal
(MMA), a conglomerate of six Pakistan religious
parties, has fired a salvo against the Musharraf
Government by asserting that it would not allow
U.S. troops to use Pakistani soil.

The alliance, which made major gains in the
elections, is all set to form provincial govern-
ments in the key North West Frontier Province
(NWEP} and Baluchistan, bordering Afghanistan.

Qazi Hussain Ahmed, leader of the Jamaat-e-
{slami and one of the top leaders of the MMA,
told supporters who had gathered to celebrate
the MMA’s victory, that the alliance would work
to achieve its goal of ensuring that the U.S. vacat-
ed its military bases in Pakistan.

There is no surprise in the Qazi's assertion as

" the alliance fought the election on the plank of

| “anti-Americanism’’.

Observers here would

.~ keenly watch the words and actions of the MMA
: leaders to gauge how far they would go in their

campaign against Pakistan’s support to the U.S-
ied coalition.

Traditionally, religious parties have enjoyed
cordial relations with the military in Pakistan. In
facr, the main grouse of the liberals in Pakistan is
that the religious entities are given legitimacy by
successive mititary and civilian Governments for

* their own narrow ends. On their own, they have

never been a political force. Religious parties and
groups in Pakistan gotinto a confrontation with
the military establishment for the first time after
the September 11 terror strikes in the United
States.

As Gen. Musharraf began taking measures to

" curb fundamentalist and sectarian elements, the
© gulf between the military and the religious groups

widened. Tt is in this context that observers be-
lieve the MMA leaders may become *'pragmatic”
and be amenable to counsel from the military

‘Nj' R

T,

establishment. The rhetoric of the MMA leaders
is evaluated against this backdrop.

The Qazi told his supporters: “‘we will not con-
front the West but will follow the policy of recon-
ciliation””. He went on to say that the MMA would
not atllow the Western powers take root in the
Islamic State. “It is indeed a welcoming sign, a
political revolution and the people have revolted
against the U.S.," the Qazi said about the victory
of the MMA. He urged the workers not to be
proud on victory and bow before Allah for this
glorious triumph. There were no differences
among religious parties, but infidel forces created
these to weaken the Islamic brotherhood.

Talking to journalists, he said the MMA would
work together with all political parties in Parlia-
ment. “Today, 1 declare that we would not in-
dulge in greed for ministership or fight for chair.
Our foremost priority would be to first steer the
country out of crises, to establish a justice-based
system and to end despondency from society’.

He said that to establish a government in the
NWEP and Baluchistan the party command
would consult each other. He vowed to imple-
ment the 1973 Constitution in its Islamic and
original form and bring in a Islamic revalution.
He termed the MMA’s success a victory of the
Ummabh at large. Its topmost priority would be to
relieve the country of American hegemony, over-
haul the Government and administrative ma-
chinery and *purification” of the institutions. He
vowed to act as a coordinator between the West
and the MMA to remove the wrong impressions
about Islam.

He said prayers five times a day and ‘Tahajjud
shall be made compulsory for all from a Governor
to peon and TV and Radio would have to gradual-
ty change from the Western-style to Islamic
norms of life.

EU sees flaws in
polis; Page 8



Benazir denies
pro-India tilt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 5. — Denying that she
pursued a pro-India policy, former Pakistani
Prime Minister Mrs Benazir Bhutto said that
she had supported peace and dialogue with all
neighbours, including India, and accused the
militagy regime of “leaving behind” hundreds
of you§yg soldiers during the Kaigil war.
Under the Musharraf government, Paki-
stan faces border tensions with India and Af-
ghanistan, whereas peace prevailed with all
neighbours during my tenure as Prime Mini-
ster, she said in an interview to The News.
Mrs Bhutto alleged that the Pakistan ar-

my’s decision-makers left behind hundreds of

young soldiers during the Kargil operations,
adding that she believed the Bush adminis-
tration stood for restoration of democracy in
Pakistan. She expressed concern over the
complex situation faced by Pakistan due to
mounting threats of internal terrorism and
said all indications were that the government
would “rig” the upcoming polis for which she
had been debarred from contesting. Denying
that she sought any meeting with the US offi-
cials during, she said she only reminded the
American leadership that peace in South
Asian region was possible if 1t was free from
“undemocratic” rulers.

“Our country shrunk, lost and faced the
worst kind of instability during the military
rules of Ayub Khan, Yahya Khan and Zia-ul-
Haq. Musharraf is leading the country into
similar and much more serious instability.”
Saarc to monitor polls: A 38-member
Saarc monitoring team has been deputed to
observe the 10 October polls in Pakistan,
though it was not clear whether there was
any Indian representative in the list, PTI
adds from Islamabad. The Colombo-based
International Centre for Ethnic Studies has
picked up the Saarc team, official media
reports said here. The ICES coordinated
similar missions in Pakistan in 1988, 1990,
1993 and 1997

Mrs Bnar Bhuttd»
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A Pakistani protester at a rally against violence on Christians.

In Peshawar on Saturday. — AFP

Hardliners step up anti-US campaign

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

LAHORE, Oct. 5. — Islamic party leaders
have stepped up their campaign against
US presence in Pakistan, labelling next
Thursday’s general elections a watershed
event for anti and pro-US forces.

Thousands of supporters gathered at
Minar-i-Pakistan in Lahore last evening to
hear a succession of Islamic leaders drum
up anti-American sentiment, as they vow-
ed to kick out US troops using Pakistani
bases for the war in Afghanistan.

Jamaat-i-Islami leader Qazi Hussain

Ahmad accused the US Federal Bureau
of Investigation of threatening Iraq, Iran
and Saudi Arabia “after setting up FBI
centers in Pakistan.” About a dozen FBI
agents have been operating along the Af-
ghan border area and in some cities in a

bid to track down Taliban and al-Qaida
remnants, assisting Pakistani forces.The
white-bearded cleric told the 8,000 to
10,000 ‘faithful’ it was “intolerable” that
the USA was “interfering in our mosques
and seminaries.” Qazi Ahmad heads one
of six Islamic parties which have formed
an alliance called Muttahida Majlils-e-
Amal (MMA), combining their forces in
the hope of boosting their support over
the last vote five years ago.

Railing against the US, MMA’s overall
leader Shah Ahmed Noorani said it was a
question of solidarity for all Pakistanis to
oppose the US forces.

Shiite politician Mr Sajid Naqvi, leader
of the Millat-e- Jafria Pakistan, criticised
the military government of Gen. Pervez
Musharraf and held it responsible for the
current problems facing the country.

* country,” as quoted by the APP news agency.

‘Pak PM to g/e/t
more powers’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 5. — Pakistan Presi-
dent Gen. Pervez Musharraf said today he
would not be “running” the government af-
ter general elections on 10 October and
promised to hand over “full” responsibility
to the elected Prime Minister.

Afetr a Cabinet meeting here, he said: “Af-
ter the elections, the Prime Minister will be
fully in charge and empowered to govern the

He said as the President of Pakistan, he
would discharge his constitutional duties to
ensure continuity of good governance
through constitutional measures.

Ever since he brought in the new consti-
tutional amendments granting him powers
to dismiss the Parliament, Gen. Musharraf
has said he would hand over powers to run
day-to-day administration to the Prime
Minister and keep a strict vigil on the func-
tioning of the elected government.

In his address to the Cabinet today he -
said it would be his endeavour to bring po-
litical harmony in the country.

“] am confident that as a result of forth-
coming elections, a new political culture of
tolerance, accommodation and responsibili-
ty will emerge replacing the culture of com-
plete political polarisation and conflict as
we witnessed in the past decade,” he said.

“] believe that Politicians have also realised
that political polarisation and hatred will no
longer be acceptable to people of Pakistan.”
Joint US-Pak military exercises: For
the first time in five years, the armies of
USA and Pakistan would hold fortnight-
long military exercises from 15 October,
PTI adds from Islamabad. The exercises
are “significant” and point to the resump-
tion of joint training between the two coun-
tries, officials said, adding the exercises, to |
be held in the Jhelum and Kharian regions
in Punjab province, would involve around
150 to 200 personnel from each side.

General Pervez Musharraf
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" PoK PM, President
&nggggc“n a tug-of-war

AY) )
*\1 B. Muralldhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 23. The Pak-
occupied Kashunir (PoK) Prime
Mindster, Sardar Sikandar THayat
Khan, and the President, Mu-
hamniad Anwar Khan, are en-
gaged in a tug-of-war over their
powers’ amid a proposal moot-
eil by the Pakistan Government
for abolishing the post of either
the Prime Mintster or the
Prestdent.

Sardar Hayat Khan has cate-
gorically refected the proposal
and dubbed it 'unconstitution-
al'. The PoK President was a
serving General in the Pakistan
Army and was elected just two
days after he took voluntary re-
tiroment  from  service. The
manner in which the ruling
paity in PoK elected Gen.
{retd) Anwar Khan gave room
to suspicions that the Pakistan
Army wanted one of its officers
at thé helm of affairs in Pok.

JLocal media said  Sardar
flayat Khin on Sunday chose to
da some® plain-speaking with

NIy

(rA )

Anwar Khm@/ln ﬁr Hayat

Khan iold newsnlen in  the
Prime Minister’'s Secretariat in
Muzaffarabad, PoK capital, that

“under the Constitution, it was

not right for the President to
expect the same powers as
Prime Minister. e sald if the
FPederal Government sought
amendments in the {)owcrs
then {t should forward the pro-
posed constitutlonal package to
the PoK Assemnbly,

He sald that Anwar Khan was
interfering in the officlal mat-
ters of the elected Government
and this affected the perforn-
ance. “How I can remain stlent
over the distirbance of the
right of the people when some-
one interferes in the offlcial
matters. This will be injustice.”

He said the “federal Govern-
ment has asked me to share |,
powers with the President
which is impossible for me, be-
cause we have achieved (his
goal by struggling for a long
time”,

B
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EU terms Pak pp
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Press Trust of India

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 29. — Furopean
Union election observers have termed the
Pakistan government's decision to bar top
Opposition leaders from contesting next
month's polls as “illegal™ and criticised the
constitutional amendments by President
Pervez Musharraf as “extra-constitutional”
incorporation of provisions.

“The disqualification of Mr Nawaz Sharif
and the new PML-N leader, Mr Shahbaz
Sharif. scems to have no legal basis at all.
cither in the domestic legislation nor in the in-
ternationally accepted practice,” the EU poll
observers’ mission said in its interim report.

Referring to disqualification of Mrs
Benazir Bhutto from contesting the polls on
the grounds that she has been convicted by
a court for not appearing before it 10

ban illegal

answer chargm ﬂrruption against her, "t
the EU report said it was “widely seen as a
person-specific provision targeting the
former prime minister”.

Rejection of Mrs Bhutto's nomination
papers has turned Karachi into a “hot
political potato™ due to “her popularity”™.
excerpts of the report published by the
Pakistani newspaper. Daily Times, said today.

The “discontent towards the government
due to the disqualification of Mrs Bhutto
has scen recent clashes, some turning
violent... The potential that this can
escalate at anytime into larger civil unrest
cannot be ruled out.” the report said.

The EU report expressed concern over the
constitutional amendments brought in by
Gen. Musharraf ahead of the polls
empowering himself with more powers and
described them as “extra-constitutional™.

"HE 51 A TESMAR



Pak bar on oppn leaders

illeg&! ®Ery gyl j?bbﬂservers

Islamabad: European Union
election observers have
termed the Pakistan govern-
ment’s decision to bar top op-
position leaders from con-
testing next month’s polls as
“illegal” and criticised the
constitutional amendments
by President Pervez Mushar-
raf as “extra-constitutional”
incorporation of provisions.

“The disqualification of

former prime  minister
Nawaz Sharif and the new
PML-N leader Shahbaz

Sharif seems to have no legal
basis at all, either in the do-
mestic legislation nor in the
internationally accepted
practice,” the EU poll ob-
servers mission said in its in-
terim report.

Referring to the disqualifi-
cation of Ms Bhutto from
contesting the polls on the
grounds that she has been

convicted by a court for not
appearing Qefore it to answer
charges f corruption
against her, the EU report
said it was “widely seen as a
person-specific provision tar-
geting the former prime min-
ister Benazir Bhutto.”

Rejection of Ms Bhutto’s
nomination  papers  has
turned Karachi into a “hot
political potato™ due to the
“popularity of Benazir Bhut-
to.” excerpts of the report
published by the Pakistani
newspaper, “Daily Times,
said on Sunday.

The “discontent towards
the government due to the
disqualification of Ms Bhut-
to has seen recent clashes,
some turning violent. The
potential that this can esca-
late at anytime into a larger
civil unrest cannot be ruled
out.” it warned. e
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PoK PM, President
&chn a tug-of-war

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 23. The Pak-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) Prime
Minister, Sardar Sikandar Hayat
Khan, and the President, Mu-
hammad Anwar Khan, are en-
gaged in a tug-of-war over their
‘powers’ amid a proposal moot-
ed by the Pakistan Government
for abolishing the post of either
the Prime Minister or the
President.

Sardar Hayat Khan has cate-
gorically rejected the proposal
and dubbed it ‘unconstitution-
al’. The PoK President was a
serving General in the Pakistan
Army and was elected just two
days after he took voluntary re-
tirement from service. The
manner in which the ruling
party in PoK elected Gen.
(retd.) Anwar Khan gave room
to suspicions that the Pakistan
Army wanted one of its officers
at the helm of affairs in PoK.

Local media said Sardar

| Hayat Khan on Sundav chose to

o

SN

Anwar Khan (ﬂr Hayat
Khan told newsmen in the
Prime Minister’s Secretariat in
Muzaffarabad, PoK capital, that
under the Constitution, it was
not right for the President to
expect the same powers as
Prime Minister. He said if the
Federal Government sought
amendments in the powers
then it should forward the pro-
posed constitutional package to
the PoK Assembly.

He said that Anwar Khan was
interfering in the official mat-
ters of the elected Government
and this affected the perform-
ance. “How I can remain silent
over the disturbance of the
right of the people when some-
one interferes in the official
matters. This will be injustice.”

He said the “federal Govern-
ment has asked me to share
powers with the President
which is impossible for me, be-
cause we have achieved this
goal by struggling for a long

.
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akistan

HE FORMER Pakistan Prime

Minister, Benazir Bhutto,

has brought to the public

discourse the crystallisation
of Islamabad’s policy towards Af-
ghanistan in the period since the
collapse of the Taliban regime. In an
interview with Radio Australia, she
spoke about the new Pakistani thrust
towards Kabul.

As a perceived politically motiva-
ted figure on the Pakistani scene at
this juncture, it might be tempting to
look away from Ms. Bhutto’s allega-
tions about the subterfuges of Pervez
Musharraf’s Afghan policy, but she is
essentially lending credence to hints
expressing much the same from sev-
eral quarters which have stakes in
the stabilisation of the Afghan Tran-
sitional Government under Hamid
Karzai. These include not only Af-
ghan sources but also Iran which is
watching with growing concern that
in their obsessive zeal to sideline
Teheran’s influence within Afghan-
istan, the Americans are giving a
wide berth to the systematic Pakista-
ni intelligence operations aimed at
weakening Mr. Karzai's
Government.

The Afghan Reconstruction Minis-
ter, Amin Farhang, last week broke
the silence to publicly condemn the
mounting evidence of Pakistani in-
telligence operations.

Ms. Bhutto has alleged that Gen.
Musharraf is pursuing a twin-track
approach. On one plane, the General
is collaborating with the U.S.-led war
against terror. This surely enables
him to gain appreciation from the
Americans for whom he becomes a
valuable ally in the hunt for the elu-
sive Al-Qaeda and Taliban leaders.
On another plane at the same time,
Ms. Bhutto alleges, Gen. Musharraf
is maintaining indirect dealings with
the very same forces of militancy the
Americans are trying in vain to
contain.

Ms. Bhutto revealed that function-
aries who served in the ISI's Afghan
Cell under Zia-ul-Haq, who know
the Hindukush and the Pamirs like
the palms of their hands, are back in
business. She indirectly pointed a
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finger at veterans such as the former
ISI chief, Hamid Gul.

This is an important corrobora-
tion by Ms. Bhutto of the cascading
rumours in the Afghan bazaar that a
coalescing of the forces of Al-Qaeda,
the Taliban and Gulbuddin Hekma-
tyar has been taking place under the
supervision of elements of the Pakis-
tani intelligence during the past two
to three months in the tangled
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which has links with Russia, exces-
sive violence resulting in the want

killing of Afghan civilians and dé-
struction of whole hamlets, a tend-
ency to “go it alone”, insensitivity to
the Afghan tribal way of life — Amer-
ican operations show disquieting
signs of precipitating another guer-
rilla war. Ms. Bhutto warned that the
“Karzai Government is in danger
and will not be allowed to consoli-

The locus of the new phase of Pakistani
intervention in Afghanistan lies in the Pashtun
[frustrations over the post-Taliban power structure.

mountains of the south-eastern and
eastern provinces. Mr. Hekmatyar,
of course, had been the favourite of
the Pakistani intelligence during the
entire Afghan Jehad. Mohammad
Yousaf, who once headed the Afghan
Cell, narrates in his definitive book,
Silent Soldier: The Man Behind the
Afghan Jehad, that once when Mr.
Hekmatyar flouted Pakistani guid-
ance, Zia ordered the ISI to warn him
that “it was Pakistan which made
him an Afghan leader, and it was Pa-
kistan which can equally destroy
him”. The virtue Zia found in Mr.
Hekmatyar (which holds good even
today) was that though ambitious,
he lacked a tribal or ethnic power
base, being a Ghilzai Pashtun who
grew up in the Tajik north, cut off
from Pashtun tribal networks in the
south and southeast and, therefore,
open to Pakistani manipulation.

Last week, Mr. Karzai felt com-
pelled to name Mr. Hekmatyar for
reverting to his bad old ways of
stooping to conquer Kabul, this time
in league with Al-Qaeda and the Ta-
liban.

Unfortunately, the U.S. military
operations in the southeastern and
eastern provinces are increasingly
proving counter-productive and are
planting the seeds of an anti-Amer-
ican (and anti-Karzai) resistance.
Faulty intelligence, distrust of the
Tajik-dominated Afghan security

NG

date in Afghanistan”. From Pakis-
tan’s point of view, several factors
have fortuitously worked to its ad-
vantage to stage such an audacious
comeback out of the debris of its Af-
ghan policy in a matter of eight
months. The regional powers en-
gaged in Afghanistan during the past
four or five years are to be equally
blamed that the Pashtun trump card
has been allowed to be held in Pakis-
tani hands. The locus of the new
phase of Pakistani intervention in
Afghanistan lies in the Pashtun frus-
trations over the post-Taliban power
structure. The Northern Alliance is
also at fault in not showing a spirit of
compromise towards the Pashtuns.

Again, like in thg.1980s, Pakistan
keeps the Pashtun $6#iStituency frac-
tured. American attempts to evolve a

Pashtun leadersig®s - have been
thwarted, as the er of the Vice-
President, Haji r; and Com-

mander Abdul Haq testify. And, now,
the assassination attempt on Mr.
Karzai himself for which Afghan offi-
cials are pointing fingers at Mr.
Hekmatyar.

Pakistan is playing astutely on the
diplomatic front too. It stands osten-
sibly committed to state-to-state re-
lations with Afghanistan. The
Americans have been pressing Kabul
authorities to work with Pakistan in
a spirit of “forget and forgive”, to
quote the Afghan Foreign Minister,

ooy oMy

Afghan policy comeback

By M.K. Bhadrakumar

Abdullah Abduuah.w

kistani ‘diplomacy’ has met with as-
tonishing success in creating
dissensions within the Kabul power
structure. Again, all signs are that the
Americans are making a u-turn in
their opposition to the expansion of
the mandate of the International Se-
curity Assistance Force (ISAF) to
cover the northern and western
provinces as well. The Americans
would have weighty reasons for do-
ing so (the impending attack on Iraq,
NATO’s formal induction into Af-
ghanistan, the imperatives of the
Trans-Afghanistan gas and oil pipe-
line project, etc). The ISAF’s expan-
sion is a manifestly desirable step
towards countering what passes for
‘warlordism’, but from the Pakistani
angle, these are ‘warlords’ of the
erstwhile Northern Alliance. What
could be more delightful than NATO
containing ‘warlords’ such as Mo-
hammad Fahim, Ismail Khan, Ustad
Atta or Khalili who would otherwise
doggedly oppose Pashtun
domination?

The ISI knows well enough from
its shenanigans in the Amu Darya re-
gion in the mid-1990s that the weak-
ening of these leaders would create
space for playing the Pashtun card.
Afghanistan’s friends, especially in
the region, should begin to worry
about how much the ground has
shifted in just eight months. The war
in Afghanistan is spinning out of
control even before the headiness of
the self-proclaimed battle victory
last December has dissipated. The
tardiness of the reconstruction effort
(despite granid visions of a Marshall
Plan for Afghanistan); the steady
erosion of the international consen-
sus over the so-called war against
terror; the persistent attempt to im-
pose a settlement on a notoriously
independent people; the recrudes-
cence of mutual suspicions amongst
foreign powers about each other’s
ultimate intentions; the rapidly dete-
riorating security environment —
the international community ought
to rethink the Afghan agenda.

(The writer is a former IFS officer
who has served in Afghanistan.)
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NEW DELHI 15 SEPTEMBER

OR Pakistani President Per-
F vez Musharraf, Saturday’s

announcement of the ar-
rest of Al Qaeda leader Ramzi bin
Al-Shibh from a Karachibuilding
shoot-out last Wednesday was
little short of a windfall.

Issuing a congratulatory state-
ment to the ISI, Gen Musharraf
took the opportunity to pat him-
self on the back about Pakistan’s
co-operation with the US’ war on
terrorism, which is now almost
wholly concentrated within Pak-
istan. For his efforts, General
Musharraf now returns to Islam-
abad with a $300 million US aid
in his kitty.

This is also the second time
that Gen Mushairaf, while in the
US, has had the happy opportu-

MUSHARRAF: |, ME , MYSELF

nity to announce big ticket ar-
rests. On his last visit in February,
it was the arrest of Omar Sheikh,
prime accused in the murder of
Daniel Pearl (though that was
marred by Sheikh’s admission
that Pearl was dead and that he
had been in IS1 custody a week

myzi catch
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before his arrest was an-
nounced). What was inevitably
obscured in the PR exercise was
that the arrest and identification
of Bin Al-Shibh was almost a
chance affair.

Reports from Karachi point to
the fact that it were the American
investigators who identified Bin
Al-Shibh rather than the Karachi
police. About a week ago, an Al-
Jazeera correspondent had inter-
viewed Bin al-Shibh and Khalid
Shaikh Mohamed, now regarded
as chief of operations of Al Qaeda,
atahouse in Karachi.

The identification of Bin Al
Shibh turned out to be the US in-
vestigators’ work rather than
their Pakistani counterparts. The
interview alerted the FBI, who
have now fanned out through-
out Pakistan in the new phase of
the US-led war on terrorism.
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Kashmir is

v\\‘

p|llar of power

in Pak:

New York: Gen Pervez
Musharraf has said he will
be thrown out of power if he
abandons the Kashmir issue.
“No leader, no government of
Pakistan can leave or aban-
don the issue of Kashmir.
Any effort to sideline this is-
sue will not work because the
people are involved in it,” he
said in an address to the Asia
Society here on Friday.

Elaborating further on the
pitfalls for a Pakistani leader
abandoning the Kashmir is-
sue, he went on to say, “It is
not possible. Nobody can do
it. He'll be eliminated. He'll
be out of government. He'll
he defeated. His government
will be defeated.”

Gen Musharraf said it was
also time that India dropped
its opposition to outside me-
diation on the question. “We
have been trying for all these
vears through a bilateral ap-
proach to move forward on
Kashmir. Where has it end-
ed?” the President asked. “If
hilateralism is not producing
results, certainly mediation
or third-party involvement is
the answer,” he said.

He said the dispute was un-
dermining peace in the re-
gion. “The issue has to be
solved. T am certainly not a
rigid person. We have come a
long way and we need to solve
this problem with a flexible
approach,” he said.

While the US said it had
“pushed” Gen Musharraf
“hard” to stop cross-border
infiltration, he claimed that
the issue did not figure at all
in his talks with President
George W. Bush.

“They believe our words
and the US has not talked
about the issue of infiltration
during this visit as claimed
by Indian national security
adviser Brajesh Mishra,” he
told reporters in New York
before leaving for Pakistan
on Saturday.

Gen

“No leader no
government of
Pakistan can leave
or abandon the issue
of Kashmir..He'll be
eliminated, his
government will be
defeated””

Mr Mishra had told Indian
journalists in New York on
Friday that the US had given
avery “hard message” to Gen
Musharraf to stop infiltra-
tion and sponsoring violence
in Jammu and Kashmir.

He said that President
Bush’s tough talk on cross-
border terrorism was con-
veyed by American officials
to India. “Infact, I can convey
to you he did speak in very
strong terms to Gen Mushar-
raf yesterday (Thursday),”
he said.

On Mr Bush’s meeting
with Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee, he said the
American President reiter-
ated to the Prime Minister
the “total commitment” of
his country against terror-
ism.

Mr Bush told Mr Vajpayee
that he would press Pakistan
strongly on the need to stop
cross-border terrorism and
sponsorship of violence to
disrupt the Jammu and
Kashmir elections, Mr
Mishra said. Agencies
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ervez admits militant

1ncur51%ns %{C@I’

HTC & Agencies G
Islamabad, August 20

MAKING NO bones about
the Islamic militants’ incur-
sions into Jammu and Kash-
mir. Pakistan’s President
Pervez Musharraf said yes-
terday in an interview, “The
possibility is there..It’s like
the Afghan border, only mu-
ch worse.”

However, Musharraf said
there had been no large-sc-
ale or Government-sponsor-
ed movement of Islamic re-
bels over the de-facto border
since he pledged to halt the
incursions earlier this year.

Musharraf said India had
failed to match his steps to-
wards an easing of tensions
and expressed frustration at
New Delhi’s refusal to agree
to dialogue, for which he has
been calling for months.

Musharraf said he has
told Armitage and US Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell,
who made two trips to the
region this year to negotiate
a resolution that “we have to
start a process of dialogue
on Kashmir and that is an
important factor.”

Foreign Minister Yashwa-
nt Sinha said the President’s
admission about incursions

.~ Er v
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AFP

Musharraf talks to reporters in Rawalpindi on Monday.

has only buitressed Delhi’s
position that cross-border
terrorism is continuing.
Indian officials said Mus-
harraf’s statement was a con-

firmation of “worst fears”
and amounted to admitting
that infiltration was going on
“with the knowledge of the
Pakistani authorities” k
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Musharraf in Dhaka

‘s“ Did he achieve hlstk den agenda ? QH\

here is no doubt that the real purpose of General Pervez

Musharraf’s three -day Dhaka sojourn was much more than
signing the economic and cultural agreements with the host
government. That Islamabad would provide duty and quota
free access to Bangladeshi tea and jute goods had been decided
earlier. Asked whether he would apologise for for the genocide
committed by the Pakistani Army, he commented “I have said
more than I should have”. That he would not concede Dhaka’s
demand of $4 billion as part of a settlement of division of assets
and liabilities between the two former wings of Pakistan was
also known. Nor was there any possibility of his taking back the
2.5 lakh stranded Pakistanis, living in camps since Bangladesh’s
liberation. Like his predecessors, he washed his hands of the
issue because of the fear that by repatriating them he ran the
risk of getting caught in Pakistan’s ethnic quicksand.

However, it was the covert part of Musharraf’s visit which is
a cause for worry. He held a breakfast meeting with his batch-
mates of the Kakul Military Academy to renew personal
contacts. This and his other official meetings were marked with
such camaraderie that he couldn’t resist saying that “my visit is
like homecoming”. It speaks volumes of his warm feelings for
Begum Zia’s BNP- Jamat-e- Islam coalition government al- l
though barely two years ago he had cancelled an appointment
with Sheikh Hasina at the UN when she dared to decry military
dictators. Rebuilding close fraternal ties with the military of the
two countries was a priority. Senior defence officials
accompanying him firmed up proposals of training Bangladeshi
armed forces in Pakistani establishments and supplying
Pakistani military hardware. But nothing was said about the
western media reports of 150 Al Qaeda and other jehadis
shipped clandestinely from Karachi to Chittagong recently.
ISP’s involvement in smuggling arms to India’s north east via
Cox’s Bazar and CHT is an established fact. India’s worry is
whether Begum Zia will become a willing accomplice in
Pakistani machinations.
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Musharraf's visits to Dhaka, Colombo and Beijing are measured diplomatic initiative

g(\’% Callin
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ERVEZ MUSHARRAF visited
P Bangladesh and Sri Lanka

with a brief stop-over in China
in the last week of July and the be-
ginning of August. This is a meas-
ured diplomatic initiative by
Musharraf with the objectives
falling into two categories. The first
category of objectives is in terms of
the broad politico-strategic interests
of Pakistan. The second was coun-
try specific in relation to Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka and China.

The political and strategic aims of
the visit were determined by the im-
mediate context of regional securi-
ty and political developments from
Pakistan’s point of view. Musharraf
has stabilised and legitimised his
political position as Pakistan’s head
of State. He has also completed the
necessary steps to hold elections in
Pakistan on his terms. He is consid-
ered a major positive factor in the
US-led campaign against interna-
tional terrorism. He also seems 1o
have put in place both domestic
arrangements and international
equations aimed at the economic
survival of Pakistan. His interac-
tion with leaders of the major pow-
ers and all regional powers in the [s-
lamic world seems to confirm his
incremental acceptability in inter-
national politics.

There is only one aberration in
this apparently positive scenario for
Pakistan: Musharraf’s inability to
bring in substantive change in Pak-
istan’s India policies. He is already
on the defensive against segments of
Pakistani public opinion critical of
his joining the anti-terrorist cam-
paign, performing a complete U-
turn in Pakistani policies support-
ing the Taliban, Al-Qaeda etc. The
bona fides of his move towards hold-
ing general elections are under
doubt, both at home and abroad.
The US and the West continue to
pressurise him to pull back from
supporting separatist terrorist ac-
tivities in Jammu and Kashmir.

Since coming to power in 1999,
Musharraf’s interaction with the
Chinese leadership has been less
than satisfactory and those with
other South Asian leaders minimal.
The Almaty conference on Asian se-
curity, the ministerial meeting of
the ARF, the Asian Security Forum
in Brunei have resulted in implied
criticism about his India policies
and his not fulfilling the promises
he made about eradicating terror-
ism in his speeches of January 12
and May 27, 2002.

His objectives at the macro-level,
therefore, seem to be to intensify
Pakistan’s relations with important
South Asian countries like Bangla-

By J.N. DIxit

FRIENDS INDEED: Pervez Musharraf with Khaleda Zia in Dhaka

desh and Sri Lanka, to touch base
with the Chinese leadership and to
seek Beijing’s support for Pakistan’s
regional policies. This is to ensure
that Pakistan does not get isolated
on the issues of terrorism, relations
with India and in regional equa-
tions. His second objective was to
seek support for Pakistan’s India
(specifically Kashmir) policies.
Third, to seek Chinese support in
dealing with India as well as the
uncertain political situation in
Afghanistan. Fourth, to augment
economic and technological rela-
tions with all these countries.

Musharraf’s visit to Bangladesh
was replete with important political
undertones. He is the first military
head of State and government from
Pakistan to visit Bangladesh after
Bangladesh’s liberation. In contrast
to Zulfigar Ali Bhutto’s visit to Dha-
ka in July 1974, Musharraf official-
ly regretted the tragic violence in
Bangladesh preceding and during
the liberation war. (He, of course,
did not specifically mention the
Pakistani army as perpetrators of
this violence.)

Bhutto had not expressed any re-
gret and it was with reluctance that
he visited the Martyrs’ Memorial at
Savar near Dhaka. Bhutto had de-
manded that his visit to the memo-
rial should be a private one and
there should be no military guard of
honour. Musharraf apparently has
closed this feeling of bitterness in
the Bangladeshi psyche. Not that the
people of Bangladesh generally did
not have reservations about the
commander-in-chief of the Pak-
istani army coming to their country.

While this may be so, there has
been a new foreign policy and polit-
ical dynamics in Bangladesh-Pak-
istan relations since the advent of
military rule in Bangladesh. This

wvery high prices.

dynamics is positive and has been
an incremental phenomenon, re-
sponsive to Bangladeshi threat per-
ceptions and interests. India looms
large in Bangladesh’s foreign and
security policies as a potential
threat. Therefore, Bangladesh needs
to counter-balance the potential
threats it perceives with equations
with countries like Pakistan.

Compulsions born of history and
Bangladesh’s geo-strategic location
have transcended the memories of
India’s support to Bangladesh’s free-
dom struggle. Dhaka, therefore, be-
lieves in cultivating close relation-
ship with Pakistan to redress the
over-arching geographical presence
of India. Pakistan is equally inter-
ested in creating a subcontinental
balance of power vis-g-vis India.
These orientations of Pakistaniand
Bangladeshi foreign policy under-
lined Musharraf’s visit.

The two agreements signed dur-
ing his visit on cultural and techno-
logical cooperation serve two pur-
poses. First, the cultural agreement
by implication means Pakistan ac-
knowledge the separate ethno-cul-
tural identity of Bangladesh, while
at the same time emphasise links be-
tween Bangladesh and Pakistan as
Islamic countries — a measure that
would counter the influence of ‘Hin-
du India’. The agreement on techno-
logical cooperation is an umbrella
under which Pakistan can be of as-
sistance to Bangladesh for defence
supplies. There are defence technol-
ogy capacities in Pakistan which
Bangladesh cannot get from other
countries unless it is willing to pay

Both Pakistan and Bangladesh
have agreements with the US for
location of American forces in
their respective territories. This re-
sults in an unarticulated security

g on neighbours

arrangement also. No overt political
or security agreement was signed,
as this would have evoked a critical

- response from India which Rangla-

desh wants to avoid. Musharraf’s
visit was an important event adding
substance .to Pakistan-Bangladesh
relations.

As far as Sri Lanka is concerned,
Pakistan-Sri Lanka relations, par-
ticularly economic and security
ties, have been close and substantive
since 1977 — barring a gap of three
years between 1987 and 1989. Bilat-
eral trade is substantive. Pakistan
has been a reliable and steady sup-
plier of defence equipment to Sri
Lanka over the years. Sri Lankan
military and paramilitary person-
nel have been and are trained in
Pakistan.

The Sinhalese also consider Pak-
istan as a more reliable friend
against Tamil separatism because of
India’s social, ethnic and linguistic
linkages with Sri Lankan Tamils.
Sri Lanka is aware that no durable
solution to ethnic conflict can be
achieved without the support of In-
dia. But at the same time, Colombo
legitimately feels the need for other
subcontinental actors supporting
them against excessive Tamil de-
mands. Musharraf’s visit has been
fully responsive both to specific
needs and the general orientations
of Sri Lanka’s security and foreign
policies. He stressed the need of
smaller countries of South Asiahav-
ing a close relationship with each
other to counter the asymmetric in-
fluence that India can generate.

As far as China is concerned. the
visit was too brief. The most impor-
tant sighal Musharraf gave by stop-
pingover in China was to stress that
Pakistan considers China as its
most reliable friend not only in
terms of bilateral political, econom-
ic and defence cooperation, but also
in terms of structuring a regional
security environment in Central
and South Asia. There are also ve-
ports of Musharraf having request-
ed the Chinese to facilitate Pak-
istan’s membership of the ASEAN
Security Forum, ARF There was
also a message that Musharraf's
closeness to the US would not be at
the cost of any dilution of Pak-

.istan’s relations with China.

Musharraf’s visits to Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka and China are a
timely and measured diplomatic
initiative. It is obvious that India
should monitor Pakistan’s relations
particularly with Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka in the coming months, to
see that these equations do not mili-
tate against interests in these coun-
tries and relations with China.



“Gen to endtour with Beijing visit

JOHN RUWITCH
BEUING, AUGUST 1 (\ \’) N AQ
IT IS billed as a “stopover” enroute to
Islamabad from Colombo, but Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf’s brief visit to
Beijingon Fridaywillbe much more thana
refuelling layover, analysts say.
Musharraf is due in Beijing on Friday
for his third visit to China since December,
and is set to depart 10 hours later. He
would meet Chinese President Jiang
Zemin and was likely to seek a reaffirma-
tion of support from the Chinese leader ata
time of high tension with arch-rival India,
analystssaid.
In return, long-time ally Beijing may
seek reassurances of his government’s loy-
. alty despite leaning closer to the US and
the West in the war on terror aftex the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. “China was not too
happythhthewayPalqstandlvcdmm the
war against terrorism. It’'s not that tﬁeydxs—
agreed with it, but that they were not fully
consulted,” said Samina Yasmeen, an €x-
perton international politics at the Umvcr—
sity of Western Australia. '
Hewﬂl cometoBeljmgwnhkeyvot&s
of confidence from abroad in his pocket.
He will have just wrapped up visits {0

Paklistan President Pervez Musharraf
with Sri Lanka Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe in Colombo on
Thursday. Reuters photo

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka that were offi-
cially concerned with trade, but he was ex-

pected to rally support for his position.
Professor Yan Xuetong, director of the

“Institute of International Affairs at T

inghua University here, said Musharraf
would want to solidify those gains. “Pak-
istan hopes China will increase its support
and.could be hoping China’s military aid
willincrease, tQo,” Yan said. ;

.“ think thi§ trigyis to update China on
his bilateral talks, Pakistan’s latest policies
and, with Pakistan’s imminent election,

J

Benazir to face law-on return: Gen

1COLOMEBOQ: President Pervez Mushamaf
on Thursday said former PM Benazir Bhutto
will face legal procasses if she returns, end-
ing her self-imposed exile. “She was twice
PM, but failed both times. She went out of
Pakistan on her own and there were cases
against her here. She has been sentenced
twice, she has to face legal processes;” he
said. His comments came amidst specula-
tion that Bhutto is heading for a dramatic
showdown by flying back along with promi-
nent US and European Union polificians
and a battery of lawyers. —Agencies

. he’s probably looking for China’s support

domestically,” said Sun Shihai, a South
Asia specialist at the Chinese Academy of
Sacial Sciences. His stopover in Begjingwill
take him thousands of kilometres out of his
way, but it will send a signal to sceptics at
home and abroad that Pakistan is as close
as ever to China. Musharraf’s close rela-
tionship with China is reflected in the fact
that he arrives when China’s senior leaders
are preoccupied with domestic affairsand a
pending leadership transition, one political
analyst said. ——Reuters



Musharraf arnves in Colombo for talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \{L,
COLOMBO, JULY 31 ___..,&w_%

PAKISTANI  President Pcrve
Musharrafarrived in Colombo by a special
aircraft from Dhaka to a warm welcome
this evening for an overnight official visit
aimed at bolstering bilateral ties with Sri

Lanka, including trade relations and mili-

tary cooperation. ;
President Musharraf, accompanied
his wife, Sehba Musharraf, was received at
the airport by Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe and his senior
Cabinet colleagues.
Musharraf inspected a guard of honour

s-._gm AN

bythe Armyaftera 21-gun salute.
Wickremesinghe will pay a courtesy call

on the visiting President later this evening,

while President Chandrika Kumaratunga

X PRESe

will host a state banquet after they hold dis-
cussions at the President’s house here.
Official talks, followed by signing of a
framework agreement towards a free
trade pact between Sri Lanka and Pak-
istan, aré due to be held tomorrow at ‘tem-
ple trees’, the Prime Minister’s official res-
idence here. He is scheduled to leave
Colombo tomorrow afternoon.
Musharrafleads a 17-member delega-
tion that includes Commerce Minister
Abdul Razzak Dawood, Information
Minister Nisar A Memon, Environment
and Local Development Minister

_ Shahida Jamil and Minister of State for

Foreign Affairs Inam-ul-Haque.

-
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Pervez says \
’

sorry for 71

atrocities

el R

Dhaka, July 29

MORE THAN three decades after
Pakistani troops carried out a
genocide during the Bangladesh
liberation war, General Pervez
Musharraf today regretted the
“excesses” and called for burying

the past. DWW '}

Musharraf, the first Pakistani
Army ruler to visit Bangladesh
since the independence of
Bangladesh in 1971, chose, ironi-
cally, to record his expression of
regret while paying homage at a
memorial, about 50 km from Dha-
ka, for those who laid down their
lives for Bangladesh’s liberation.

“Your brothers and sisters in
Pakistan share the pains of the
events of 1971. The excesses com-
mitted during the unfortunate
period are regrettable,” Mush-
arraf wrote in the official visi-
tors’ book after laying a wreath
at the national martyrs memori-
al at Savar.

“Let us bury the past in the
spirit of magnanimity. Let not
the light of the future be
dimmed. Let us move forward to-
gether,” Musharraf said, adding
that “courage to compromise is
greater than to confront”.

An estimated three million
people were Killed and nearly
300,000 women were raped by
Pakistani Army and their local
henchmen, comprising mainly
fundamentalist groups, during
the nine-month liberation war.

The Pakistani President, ac-
cording to official BSS news
agency, also spoke of the sincere
greetings and good wishes he
carried from the people of Pak-
istan for “their Bangladeshi
brothers and sisters”.

Avancies:
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/‘;/;@ Musharraf calls for
U “meaningful dialogue’

W

AV

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 21. The Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, has called for a “meaningful dialogue”
between India and Pakistan to defuse the current
tension and resolve the Kashmir dispute in line
with the wishes of the Kashmiri people.

In an interview to the Saudi daily, Al-Watan,
Gen. Musharraf claimed that the only way to re-
solve the dispute was to allow the people of Kash-
mir to exercise their “right to self-determination.”

The United Nations resolutions had provided for
la plebxscnte to ascertain the aspirations of the Kash-
miri people.

“We can move towards the resolution of the dis-
| pute if India recognises that Kashmir is a dispute
between Pakistan and India and it needs to be set-
tled " Gen. Musharraf said.

The call for resumption of a dialogue had been
5 the consistent theme of his Government, partic-
ularly after the shuttle diplomacy of senior func-
tionaries of the Bush and Blair Governments in
May/June this year.

There have been many indications from the
managers of the Musharraf regime in the last five
weeks that the commitment given by the Pakistan
President to the interlocutors from the U.K. and the
U.S. are conditional. It appears that he had told the

oW €T ATFSMAN

British Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw, and the U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armitage, that
Islamabad could respond effectively to India’s con-
cerns only if New Delhi was willing to reciprocate
with substantive measures. Islamabad had expect-
ed the “facilitators” engaged in shuttle diplomacy
to persuade India to initiate the process for a
phased withdrawal of troops from the border and
make some beginning towards resuming the stalled
dialogue.

The fact that Mr. Straw left Islamabad without
meeting Gen. Musharraf on Saturday has led to
speculation. One interpretation is that Gen. Mush-
arraf did not deem it necessary to meet Mr. Straw
as, in Pakistan’s assessment, the facilitators from
the U.S. and the U.K. had not succeeded in prevail-
ing upon India to respond ‘“‘adequately’” to his
commitments.

In his interview to the Saudi paper, Gen. Mush- |
arraf said a “meaningful dialogue” could lead to a .
breakthrough, paving the way for a peaceful and }
long-lasting settlement of the Kashmir issue, in ac- !
cordance with the U.N. resolutions. Maintaining |
that the “Kashmiris are waging a legitimate struggle
for the implementation of the U.N. resolutions,
which provide for their right to self-determina-
tion,” he said India had been trying to “crush” the
struggle.



Musharrat snubs Straw

Mubashir Zaidi O

Islamabad, July 20

IN AN apparent snub,
President Pervez Musha-
rraf denied Jack Straw a
meeting today while his
Government  told the
British Foreign Secretary
there will be no more con-
cessions to India.

Dawn reported that
Musharraf’s refusal to
meet Straw was triggered
by his anger at the UK
Minister’s “bias” against
Islamabad and an “off-
the-record offensive re-
mark” he had made

about the General. The
paper didn’t reveal what
the remark was.

But British High Com-
mission spokesman Col-
in Hicks said Musharraf
had not snubbed Straw.
The meeting couldn’t be
arranged because the
Foreign Secretary’s par-
leys with Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs
Inamul Haq had gone on
for too long. “There’s no
problem as far as I'm
aware of; the call with
Hagq has just gone over-
time,” Hicks claimed.

Some Pakistani offi-

cials \seemed to support
Dawn’s version. They
said Musharraf might
have snubbed Straw be-
cause he is angry at the
failure of the Western
diplomats to produce
what he wants most — a
dialogue with India.

Later, Straw stopped
over in New Delhi on his
journey back to London
and held a second round
of talks with External Af-
fairs Minister Yashwant
Sinha. They both asked
Islamabad to do more to
“permanently” stop infil-
trations.
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 Pak. war games

A .
Q"x\\p“ begln

By Our Special Correspondent

NEw DELHI, JuLY 15. India will
watch with interest the involve-
ment of senior military officers
of Pakistan’s nuclear com-
mand and control organisation
in the 10-day war games sched-
uled to begin at Rawalpindi
tomorrow.

War games are confined to
senior officers of the rank of
Major Generals and above.
They do not involve troops and
are intended to test out certain
doctrines.  Pakistan’s ~ war
games, “Sabut Kadam-1I"
(Conclusive Steps), which are
taking place when tensions be-
tween the countries are high,
“should be watched closely to
understand what war doctrines
are being tested by Pakistan,”
said Defence Ministry sources
here.

According to reports here,
Maj. Gen. Salahuddin, Army
Commander of the Strategic
Force Command which pos-
sesses Islamabad’s nuclear de-
livery systems and, possibly,
the nuclear arsenal, is among
the senior officers invited for
the war games. His superior,
the Director-General of Strate-
gic Plans Division, Lt. Gen.
Khalid Ahmed Kidwai, will also
take part in the war games that

today w”

are expected to be su ervised
by the Pakistan President and
Chief of Army Staff, Pervez |
Musharraf.

The Indian military, on the
other hand, does not have a
separate nuclear command but
is said to be in the process of
setting up one. Last month, se-
nior Defence Ministry officials
had said that India was inter-
ested in setting up a nuclear
command but the proposal re-
quires to be discussed
extensively. '

Although officers of Pakis-
tan’s nuclear structure will take
part in the games, the issue
does not give rise to apprehen- |
sion among Indian security |
planners. They would be more |
interested in knowing, if that
can be managed, what kind of |
nuclear doctrines would be \
tried out by the Pakistan
military. |

Since war games of this kind |
take place at a theoretical level |
with no troop involvement, the |
matter was not considered sig- ]
nificant enough to be raised at |
the weekly telephonic conver- |
sation between the Directors- |
General of Military Operations |
(DGMOs) of the two armies. |
The next conversation is sched- i

|

e

uled to take place tomorrow,
when Sabit Kadam-II begins.
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/gervez clears
“nuclear Am

Islamabad, June 1 (Reuters):

Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf tried to allay grow-
ing world fears of a nuclear war
with India, saying in a television

interview today no sane person

could imagine such.a conflict.

“I don’t think. ait}xer side is
that irresponsible to go to that
limit,” Musharraf told CNN.

“I would even go to the extent
of saying one shouldn’t even be
discussing these things, because
any sane individual cannot even
think of going into this uncon-
ventional war, whatever the
pressures.”

Musharraf also said Pak-
istan had moved some of its
troops hunting fleeing al Qaida
and Taliban militants on the
‘Afghan border towards the Indi-
an border and could move ali of
them if the military stand- off
with India worsened.

“We haven’t moved the entire
force,” Musharraf said of the
thousands of Pakistani troops
deployed along the western bor-
der with Afghanistan to help the
US-led coalition hunt Taliban
and al Qaida fugitives after the
‘collapse of the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan in Decem-
ber.

But he added: “If the situa-
tion worsens (on the Indian bor-
der), yes we have plans to move
all from the western border

(with India).” India has said it
will not be the first to strike with |
nuclear weapons. Musharraf
said he would go beyond that.
“We’ve called for a no-war
pact (with India), that there
shouldn’t be any war,” he said.
“We've called for denuclearisa-
tion of South Asia, so we've
called for a reduction of forces.”

. Musharraf told CNN that
Pakistan “will fight militancy in
any form”, a4 key demand by
India and world leaderstryingto®
defuse the crisis. He said he had
rls'ked personal threats by order-

a cgackdown against terror-
greligious extremism,
“There have been threats
from all directions,” he said,
adding that for that reason
arrangements for his personal

- security had been tightened. But

he added that he believed in des-
tiny and was not afraid for his
life. “There has to be some move-
ment forward,” he said about the
chances of resuming the broken
peace talks with India.

“And the movement forward
is certainly the issue of address-
ing, initiating the process of dia-
logue, and squarely addressing
the dispute of Kashmir.”

Musharraf said he would be
willing to meet Indian Prime
Minijster Atal Behar; Vajpayee at
aregional summit at the Kazakh
city of Almaty next week.




Islamabad goes on
diplomatic offensive

Agencies

ISLAMABAD, May 29. — Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf is dis-
patching five special envoys to
the USA, Europe and some Is-
lamic countries to cxplain Pakis-
tan’s stand on tensions with In-
dia, officials said today.

The envoys, who met Mr
Musharraf yesterday, will carry
his message that Pakistan does
not want war with India and is
ready to resolve all outstanding
issues through dialogue, they
said. The diplomatic offensive
follows Mr Musharraf’s nation-
wide broadcast on Monday in
which he blamed India for the
military stand-off and vowed
Pakistan would not initiate war.

Former President Mr Farooq
Ahmed Leghari has been asked
to visit Russia and Germany.
Other special emissaries include
former Senate chairman Mr Wa-
sim Sajjad, former foreign secre-
tary Mr Najmuddin Sheikh, ex-
ambassador to India Mr Ashraf
Jehangir Qazi and former army
chief General Jehangir Karamat.

Their destinations would be
announced later. Press reports
said Sheikh or Qazi was likely to
visit the USA.

The USA has welcomed Pres-

Gy,
&- J&K terrorists not b ing

supported now: Pak official

NEW YORK, May 29. — A senior Pakistani intelligence official
has implicitly acknowledged Islamabad’s support to terrorists in
Kashmir but claimed that it was halted months ago.

“Ask me about the present, not about the past. I am certainly
not allowing this to happen. On this, the world may rest assured,”
said the official in an interview published in the New York Times
today. Though the official was not identified, the paper said he was
appomted by President Pervez Musharraf in the agency shake up.

——P

ident Musharraf’s pledge to stop
Pakistani territory being used as
a launchpad for terrorism, but
warned against “impassioned
rhetoric™ that could deepen the
South Asian crisis. US officials
chose to react to Mr Musharraf’s
speech on Monday by highlight-
ing his remarks on terrorism,
rather than his defiant tone on
the brewing conflict with India.

“We want to sec concrete ac-
tion,” said US state department
deputy spokesman Philip Reeker
yesterday. “We're looking very
closely for evidence that infiltra-
tion have stopped. We welcome
these positive statements but we
want to sce them followed by
concrete actions,” he said.

US deputy secretary of statc

Mr Richard Armitage will fly to
the region next week.

Meanwhile, the USA indica-
ted permitting supply of spare
parts for Pakistan’s existing US-
origin defence equipment. It is
also likely to provide helicopters
capable of reaching its Afghan
borders where US and Pakistani
troops are conducting operations
against Al Qaida and Taliban.

“The foreign military financing
will facilitate continued military
support for Operation Enduring
Freedom by allowing the supply
of spare parts for Pakistan's exist-
ing US-origin equipment as well
as by providing C-130 support
and helicopters to improve trans-
port and access to border areas,”
an official report said.

The report detailed US sup-
port for Pakistan during the fis-
cal year 2003 and projected an
overall § 305 million assistance in
addition to the § 921 million pro-
vided during the fiscal year 2002
to fight terrorism in Afghanistan,
The News said today., The US as-
sistance included § 600 million
dollar ¢conomic and budgetary
support apart from $ 220 million
payments under the logistical sup-
port agreement, it said.

Another report added that
worried commanders of Paki-
stan-based militant groups were
trying to cvolve a new strategy
following what they saw as the
Pakistan government’s dccision
to severe ties with them in an ef-
fort to ease tension in the re-
gion, militants said today. “We
have been stabbed in the back
and abandoned by Pakistan in
the same way in which it had dis-
associated itself from the Tali-
ban,"Mohammed Musa, spokes-
man for the outlawed Jaish-e-
Mohammed told a press agency
over cellular phone.

Move against media: Pakistan
government may soon finalisc
ncw defamation laws for working
journalists, editors and publish-

ers for carrying questionable re-
ports with penaltics.

: ;TS.»‘" A®

me

L
It



| and are at variance with the repeatedly declared readiness of the

© agency reported.

E U., Russia alarmed
at Pak. tests

\

\

¢

; |

By Vladlmir Radyuhin % |

MOSCOW, MAY 29. Russia and the European Union have exp\ressed
grave concern over Pakistan’s missile tests and urged Islathabad
and Delhi to take urgent steps to defuse their tensions.
Pakistan’s latest series of ballistic missile tests “cannot help ag-
gravating the situation in South Asia, which is already alarming,

Pakistani leadership to take joint efforts with the international
community towards political settlement of the crisis,” Russia and
the E.U,, said in a joint statement issued after their one-day sum-
mit meeting in Moscow on Wednesday, the RIA Novosti news

“Realising that terrorism is everyone’s enemy Russia and the
E.U. hope that India and Pakistan make efforts to avoid a new !
round of confrontation with unpredictable consequences and will
act fast to do everything necessary to reduce tension as a first step
to resume a productive dialogue aimed at a peaceful resolution of
difference,” the Russia-E.U. statement said.

The Russian President, Vladimir Putin, offered to mediate be-
tween India and Pakistan during a regional security conference in
Kazakhstan next week. ‘

The Indian and Pakistani Ambassadors to Russia on Tuesday
conveyed to the Russian Deputy Foreign Minister, Alexander Losy-
ukov, the willingness of their leaders, the Prime Minister, A. B.
Vajpayee, and the President, Pervez Musharraf, to meet the Rus- !
sian leader. Mr. Losyukov said Mr. Putin would hold separate
meetings with the Indian and Pakistani leaders.

The Russian President will meet Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Mushar- |
raf also as an envoy of the new Russia-NATO Council, the Russian
television said.

The Council was set up at a Russia-NATO summit in Italy, whose
Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi, proposed that Mr. Putin convey |
to the Indian and Pakistani leaders NATO’s concern over the South ‘
Asia standoff and the readiness of the alliance to “take respon51b-
ility for stability in the region under certain circumstances,” the |
television said. ‘




Defiant Pak tests another missile

TiMes NEws NETWORK AND

AGENCIES
A

Iljltxbad\New Delhi:

Pakistan test-fired the newly-
developed short-range mis-
sile Hatf-III, also known was
Ghaznavi, on Sunday, ignor-
ing strong reactions from the
international community.
India dismissed the test as
“missile antics™ targeted at
Pakistan’s domestic audi-
ence. “What is important is
for the international commu-
nity to understand the actual
mindset of the Pakistani
leaders/hi'g,” an MEA

Lespokesperson said.

She also termed “provoca-
tive” Pakistan President Per-
vez Musharraf’s statement
warning that his forces
would move into Indian ter-
ritory should a war break

out. “It is yet another indica-"

tion of Pakistan refusing to
see the writing on the wall,”
she said responding to ques-
tions on Gen Musharraf’s in-
terview to The Washington
Post in which he said,
“Should a war erupt be-
tween India and Pakistan,
we will take the offensive
into Indian territory.”

The Ghaznavi missile in flight
on Sunday.

In St Petersburg, U.S. Pres-
ident George W. Bush joined
his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin in express-
ing his “strong reserva-
tions” over the test.

Mr Bush urged India not
to see the recent missile tests
as a “provocation”. “QObvi-
ously we hope that there is
restraint in the area,” he
said. Mr Putin also ex-
pressed regrets over the
tests.

The leaders continued to
pressurise Gen Musharraf

to stop cross-border terror-
ism in Kashmir.

71 MAY 02



e Pak. test-fires | Fully ‘prepafred: .
o Qhal:ri missile Musharraf |
W |

ISLAMABAD, MAY 25. \Pakistan ISLAMABAD, MAY 25. The Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, said

successfully test-fired 3, nucle- he was not “impressed” by the reported two months’ deadline

ar-capable missile toda given by India for him to crack down on militants and stop infil-
“Pakistan today carried*out a tration into India.

successful test-fire of its indige- Referring to India’s reaction that New Delhi was not impressed

nously developed ~medium by Islamabad’s test-firing of missiles, Gen. Musharraf told a con-

range surface-to-surface })z}‘llls- ference of Islamic clerics that “we in Pakistan too were not im-

tic missile Hatf-V (Ghauri),” an pressed by any deadline of two weeks or two months. They talk of

official statement said. giving two weeks or two tonths time (to Pakistan). We are not
“This was the third test of the impressed by such talks either.”

Ghaurl missile system. Accord- Gen. Musharraf told the national “‘seerat”” conference in which a/
ing to the data coll?cted from number of Islamic scholars took part that Pakistan is “fully pre-
the test, all the design param- | pared if war is imposed on us and no one should entertain misun-
eters have been successfully derstanding on this account’".

validated. The Ghauri can carry The world community was aware of Pakistan’s strength. “It is
warheads with great accuracy, time now to consolidate our internal unity by sinking personal,
the statement said, adding that political, sectarian or parochial interests”.

?r;a 1:?3{11591!?; t missile ests were The General also spoke about the need for overcoming religious
The Pakistan President, Per- and sectarian diffgrences by adoptmg a policy of tolerance. Re-

£ “h At ferring to the hardline elements, he said everyone could have opin-

vez Musharral, has congratu ions. But it was the responsibility of the government to take people

gﬁﬁd ant%?hgéei?fvliﬁ}e?vlﬁlgffﬁz along and respect their sentiments, while taking any decision of
any national importance.

roeramme on their outstand- A Pakistan Television image [ ; T
?ng%uccess which is a source of showing the launching | "“But when the Government takes such a decision in line with
’ I
|
{

pride for the nation. of the Ghauri missile the nation's ideology, it becomes incumbent upon the entire na-
“The series of tests are a part on Saturday. — AP tion to support and strengthen the decision.’

of the research and develop- He also spoke of the need for forging national unity in the hour
ment of Pakistan’s indigenous nent said of crisis and appealed to0 the mainstream political parties which
missile programme, which is an ent said. had boycotted the all party meeting to discuss the standoff with

: cstan’ The missile was fired in | jpdia. He guaranteed holding of general elections before October
essential element of Pakistan's  porthern Pakistan, a security of- | 1o this egr gole
policy of maintaining minimum  feer said. “The Hatf-V can be year.

deterrence in the interest of our tipped with any warhead. Any Reports in Pakistan media, meanwhile, said the government has

ance in the region,” the state-

security. ballistic missile can carry a nu- approved “sweeping'' measures against militants.

“it demonstrates Pakistan’s clear warhead."” The government had asked the Ministry of Finance, State Bank
determination to defend itself, The missiles have a range of of Pakistan, Law and Justice Division and provincial Home Depart-
strengthen national security between 1,500 and 2,000 km. ments to take appropriate measures against the banned.#filitant
and consolidate strategic bal- — AFP outfits, reports said. — PTI

e e
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i launch of Hatf-V,

! yraf said, adding he

! ress the nation to

i the next three days,
| India said it was the

/We are not scared of war: Musharrat

Pak tests

A\

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

ISLAMABAD, May 25. — Amid
heightened Indo-Pak tension, Pak-
istan today successfully test-fired a
medium-range surface-to-surface
ballistic missile capable of carrying
nuclear warheads and having a
range of 1500 kms that could cover

| major parts of India.

“The missile was tested at’9:10
a.m. It showed 100 per cent accura-
cy. It hit the target,” President Per-
vez Musharraf told a
religious gathering
here shortly after the

known as Ghauri.
“We are not scared
of war”, Gen Musha-

apprise people about
the border tension.
Reacting to the test,
the first of a series of
launch planned for

“fruit of Pakistan’s
clandestinely acqui-
red missile progra-
mme.” But a Pakis-
tani army statement
said the Ghauri mis-
sile system- was
indigenously built.

Critics point out that it was a ver-
sion of North Korea’s Nodong I mis-
sile and Chinese M-11 missiles
which could go up te 1500 kms.

Gen Musharraf announcement fol-

" lowed reports that the government
had approved “sweeping’ measures
against five banned militant outfits,
including the Jaish-e-Mohammed
and Lashkar-e-Taiyaba.

Gen Musharraf said he was not
“impressed” by the reported two
months’ deadline given by India to
crack down on militants and stop
infiltration.

Referring to the Indian reaction
that Delhi was not impressed by
Pakistan test-firing missiles, he
told clerics that “we in Pakistan too
were not impressed by any deadline
of two weeks or two months”.

PM: Patience

exhausted

‘MANALLI/ NEW DELHI,
May 25. — Mr Atal Behari
_Vajpayee, here on holiday,
' would shortly add- teld reporters today that
“our-patience is exhausted”
it dismissed the test-fir-
ing of Ghauri.as “not a se-
-Hiotin hatter for us”.

He is expected to speak to
Mr George W Bush, Mr To-
ny Blair and Mr Vladimir
Putin. French President
Mr Jacques Chirac phoned
him and agreed that ter-
rorist acts must stop. Mr
Vajpayee also discussed
the border situation with
President Mr KR Naraya-
nan over phone. — SNS

. Ghaurl™

He said: “We do not want war but
we are not scared of it...Pakistan is
fully prepared if war is imposed on
us and no one should entertain mis- |
understanding on this account”.

Gen Musharraf used the gathering
to make a plea for tolerance, urging
clerics to “have a big heart” and
shun extremism.

“We should show the world
through our behaviour that we
belong to a dynamic and progres-
sive religion which, in fact, is a
Deen - a way of life,”
he said.

Gen Musharraf
said: “It is time now
to consolidate our
internal unity by
sinking  personal,
political, sectarian or
parochial interests.”

After the meeting,
the 10 Corps of the
Pakistani army -
deployed in borders
with Kashmir — was
directed to make fur-
ther arrangements
along the LoC and
the working bound-
ary to plug corridors
traditionally used by
the militants to enter
Kashmir.

Islamabad said the
emphasis of the new
strategy in Kashmir
would be to approach the jihad
leadership to convince them that
the current international climate.
demands that the Indian Army be
given “a breather” to fulfil its
promise of a negotiated settlement. |

The USA and Russia led the inter-
national community in condemning
the Ghauri test-firing, adds a
report from St Petersburg. The sec-
retary of state, Gen Colin Powell,
said the USA was “disappointed”.
President Vladimir Putin said
“Russia regrets the tests are being
conducted in the conditions of con-
flict”. Canada and Japan said the
test could aggravate tension.

Pak shelling: Pakistani troops
continued shelling forward Indian
positions and villages in
Srinagar report adds.
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Washington: Pakistan appears to be
under increasing international pres-
sure to stop cross-border terrorism in
Kashmir as the United States asked
* Islamapfad to stop infiltration and the

United®Nations asked it to halt ter-

rorist dcts across the line of control.

Taking note of India’s anger over
the continued terrorist attacks, the
U.S. has announced that deputy sec-
retary of state Richard Armitage
would visit Islamabad and New Delhi
on June 4 to help release the tensions.

This comes in the wake of Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee writing to

_ President George W. Bush earlier this
week, giving him India’s assessment
of the situation and informing him of
the compulsions of New Delhi’s war
preparations. Mr Vajpayee reported-
ly told Mr Bush that infiltration and
terrorist attacks fomented by Islam-

: abad had increased despite the U.S.’
efforts to contain them. This left New
Delhi with little choice but to meet
the challenge amidst rising anger at
home, he said.

Jolted into action, the Bush admin-
istration cranked up the heat on Gen
Musharraf. This yielded a part-con-
ciliatory statement from Islamabad
forswearing terrorism while contin-
uing its moral and political support
to the cause of Kashmiri independ-
ence. But Mr Vajpayee dismissed the
statement as a rehash of past prom-
ises that had not been kept.

State department deputy
spokesman Philip Reeker said it was
vital for all sides in the Kashmir im-
broglio to exercise restraint and re-
duce violence. “An important compo-
nent to this process is an end to infil-
tration into Kashmir, and, as we have
done before, we call upon Pakistan to
do all it can to achieve this objective.”

U.S. secretary of state Colin Powell

faces world

Heavy firing at
Siachen Glacier

New Delhi: The Pakistani army
on Friday opened heavy artillery
fire in the Siachen Glacier and ex-
changed small arms fire with Indi-
an troops in the Kargil area, a sec-
tor which has remained quiet so
far. As the situation on the border
contipues to be seripus, officials
said ‘that the spate of shelling
across the Line of Cantrol and the
international border in Jammu
and Kashmir was on the rise.

Officials said between May 17
and 24, the borders witnessed an
unprecedented 42 ‘incidents of
mortar shelling.

Meanwhile on May 18, Indian
troops for the first time shelled
and destroyed a terrorist camp, in-
cluding two bunkers and ammuni-
tion depot, in PoK. pni

very critical point,”” he said. Mr Pow-
ell, who spoke to Pakistan President
Pervez Musharraf and also Indian
external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh over the phone, said, “We will
get them to step back.”

At their summit meeting, Presi-
dent Bush and Russian President
Vladimir Putin agreed to work close-
ly to defuse the Indo-Pak stand off
and Moscow is sending an envoy to
Islamabad ahead of Mr Armitage’s
South Asia mission. Sources also did
not rule out roping in China to try to
convince its close ally Islamabad to
crack down on terrorist network op-
erating in J&K from Pakistani soil.

Meanwhile, the United Nations
dealt a severe blow to Pakistan on
Kashmir that could change the dy-
namics and complexion of the con-

said on the sidelines.of the 1LS.-Rusasdentious issue..In .a«statement on

sia summit in Moscow that the situa-
tion was very dangerous. “But I hope
both sides realise that they are at a

Thursday secretary-general Kofi An-
nan suggested the bilateral route to
resolve the differences over Kashmir.

pressure

Reuters

He also implicitly pointed to Pakistan
as the originator of terrorism in the
region by asking it to stop such acts
across the line of control.

The brief two paragraph statement
issued by Mr Annan’s office read:
“The secretary-general is increasing-
ly concerned by the alarming rise in
tension between India and Pakistan.
He is in close contact with the leaders
of both sides, to encourage them to
resolve theirdifferentes, including
over Kashmir, by peaceful means.

“The secretary-general considers it

THE 3 R’s — READING, WRITING, RIFLES: School children inspect a
soldier's gun at a primary school that has partially been converted into an
army camp, 48 km from Amritsar near the Pakistan border, on Friday.

essential that the logic and language
of war be replaced by the logic and
language of peace. At the same time,
he wishes to reiterate his uncondi-
tional condemnation of all acts of
terrorism. There can be no tolerance
for such acts, especially across the
line of control in Kashmir. The sec-
retary-general accordingly urges
President Musharraf to take vigor-
ous action to ensure full implementa-
tion of the policy $etout in his speech
of 12 January.”

@ Pak hopeful of U.S. involvement, Page 11

Islamabad decides to
conduct missile tests

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: In a move to signal its ability to
counter India, Islamabad has informed New
Delhi that it will conduct a series of tests in-
volving short- and medium-range missiles
between May 25 and 28.

Observers say the decision, which has to
be conveyed to New Delhi as per existing
agreements, is also aimed at reassuring do-
mestic audiences in Pakistan, who are nerv-
ous about the eyeball-to-eyeball confronta-
tion with India. “This is routine and not
central to the current situation. What is and
what we would expect and judge by is the
specific action taken by the Pakistan gov-
ernment to stop cross-border infiltration
and terrorism,” external affairs ministry
spokesperson Nirupama Rao said.

Ms Rao also dismissed as completely spec-
ulative a media report that said India had
decided to give Pakistan two months to roll
back cross-border terrorism ahead of the
assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir.

Meanwhile, India is continuing with its
diplomatic offensive to convince the inter-
national community that Pakistan, despite
repeated assurances, was yet to take any
concrete action against cross-border terror-
ism. Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
has already written to U.S. President George
Bush, Russian President Vladimir Putin
and British Prime Minister Tony Blair
about this. External affairs minister
Jaswant Singh is also expected to convey In-
dia’s concerns about Pakistan’s “nefarious
designs” when he talks to U.S. secretary of
state Collin Powell on Friday night.

The visiting European Union external af-
fairs commissioner Chris Patten, who met
Mr Singh and national security advisor Bra-
jesh Mishra, was told “directly and candid-
ly” that India had exercised enough pa-
tience in the face of “grave provocation” by
Pakistan in fuelling terrorism, actively aid-
ing infiltra-
tion and try-
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i peace has to come in, Musharraf must q

g0, says Pakistan’s former prime minister

HE smell of war is in

the air. Like helpless

actors, India and Pak-

1stal? are inexorably
moving in tHg direction of a
deadly conflict.

That conflict is fuelled by
‘hate and revenge as much asit is
fuelled by a conflict that already
triggered three wars in half a
century. Hate driven Kashmiri
militants, camouflaged as In-
dian soldiers, mowed down
women and children with guns
and grenades in the blood-
soaked valley of Kashmir. They
wanted revenge, they took it.

They killed the wives and

A SPECIAL TO THE

EXPRESS

scale offensive operations into
Pakistani-controlled Kashmir,
Pakistan might retaliate with
strikes of its own in the belief
that its nuclear deterrent would
limit the scope of an Indian
counterattack.”

If the militants wanted to de-
flect attention from the heat of
allied forces taking on the al
Qaeda in the tribal areas bor-
dering Afghanistan and Pak-
istan, they’ve succeeded. The
fight that began in Kabul in Sep-
tember last year triggered by
militants flying planes into the
Twin Towers has every possibil-
ity of turning into a fight for Sri-
nagar, triggered by mili-
tants determined to
provoke an Indo Pak
clash.

A critical error by the

BENAZIR BHUTTO

international community
was the conclusion that a

children of Indian army soldiers
deployed on the borders. The
message was clear: if the mili-
tants could target Indian army
families in their homes, the In-
dianrsoldiers at the Line of Con-
trol could hardly deter them.
Chances of a war was pre-
dicted by American CIA chief
George Tenet in March. Testify-

military dictator could
defuse tension between India
and Pakistan or prevent the ris-
ing tidal wave of extremism. The
second error was the inability to
distinguish between indigenous
regional conflicts and terrorism.
The Middle East flared up when
Isracli premier Ariel Sharon ex-
ploited changed global percep-
tions to invade the Palestinian

The great white hope In the fight against terrorlsm is
sinking In a quicksand of his own making. The General’s
tenure has been marked by the rise of extremism, terrorism
and regional tenslon. He missed the opportunity at Agra to
sign a confidence bullding treaty with India and carries the
baggage of being the architect of the Kargll conflict

ing before the Senate Armed
Services Committee, he stated,
“If India were to conduct large-

Authority. Now India is in dan-
ger of doing the same. Indeed,
the post September world is one

that’s more conducive to armed
solutions than to political ones.
Musharraf, the great white

hope in the fight against terror-
ism, is sinking in a quicksand of
his own making. His tenure is
marked by the rise of extremism,
militancy, terrorism and re-
gional tension. He missed the
o portunity at Agra in July 2001
ty sign a confidence building
td :aty with New Dethi. He car-
ri' s the baggage of being the ar-
cl¥ tect of the Kargil conflict that
nearly led to an Indo Pak war in
1999. His lone ranger politics
pits him against domestic politi-
cal forces polarising the country.

1t’s therefore unlikely that dia-
logue proposals can halt the in-
exorable march to war.

There is one way the
prospect of war can be pre-

* vented: a change of regime. This

can come about by the officer
corps of the Pakistan Army —
they can ask Musharraf to resign
and allow a fiew government to
initiate confidence building
measures and a dialogue with a

man considered a friend and
risking a limited war that could
get out of hand.

New Delhi will reflect before
starting a military action which
lacks the support of the U S. But
it enjoys far greater freedom of
action than Islamabad had dur-
ing the Kargil fighting. Then,
President Clinton could dictate
to a debt-ridden Islamabad that
was held hostage by the Interna-

There Is one way the prospect of war
can be prevented: a change of regime.
The Pak Army’s offlcer corps can ask
Musharraf to resign and allow a new
government to initiate confidence
bullding measures and a dialogue

clean slate.

There is a precedent to this
demand: in 1971, the senior offi-
cers of the Pakistan Army went
to the then military dictator,
General Yahya Khan who also
wore the cap of Army chief, ask-
ing him to resign. Yahya did, fa-
cilitating the formation of a new
government that picked up the
pieces. It signed the Simla
Agreement in 1972 which held
peace in place until both India
and Pakistan detonated nuclear
devices in 1998, Since 1998, the
two countries have thrice come
to the brink of war,

Reports indicate that the
corps commanders do speak up.
They opposed the April 30 ref-
erendum. They will debate a two
front war at a time when their
men are stretched out both at
the eastern and western borders.
The view of Pakistan’s important
and powerful ally, America, is
pivotal too. The White House
was vocal in its support for Gen-
eral Musharraf, President Bush
called him “my friend”. Now it
will have to choose between a

tional Monetary Fund. Presi-
dent Bush might find it difficult
to dictate to New Delhi. New
Delhi’s economy is largely inde-
pendent. If there’s one weapon
Bush has in his hand that can de-
ter New Delhi, it’s the threat of
international mediation over
Kashmir,

A military setback could
cook Musharraf’s goose. It’s far
better for him and the region
that he agrees to a regime
change to prevent the start of
armed hostilities that could trig-
ger a nuclear nightmare. And
it’s far better for New Delhi to
accept such a regime change
rather than allow a limited war
that could spill out of control.

During his testimony before
the Senate Committee last
March, CIA director Tenet said
the decision to turn Islamabad
into an ally in the wake of the
September 11 bombings was “a
fundamental political shift with
inherent risks.” Those risks are

now evident as the South Asia
region teeters on the brink g
violent tomorrow.’
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UK mounts
pressure on

Musharraf |
(® i ,?ék‘

NEW DELHI, May 23. — The
British Chief of Defence Staff,
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, to-
day told the three Indian services
chiefs about continuing British
pressure on Pakistan to end
cross-border terrorism. In an at-
tempt to defuse tensions, British
foreign secretary Mr Jack Straw
may arrive here on Tuesday. -

Defence sources said Admiral
Boyce pointed out that Britain
was concerned about the possi-
bility of a war breaking out in
the sub-continent. The British
are -also pointing out they are
trying to put pressure General
Pervez Musharraf to end cross-
border terrorism and the sui-
cide-squad strikes in Jammu
and Kashmir. India has already
given Britain “evidence” on
Pakistan’s involvement in cross-
border terrorism.

The British have reportedly
said they are asking Pakistan “to
deliver” and make good its 12
January promises.

The services made a detailed
presentation on the current sit-
uation along the border and the
Line of Control.

Admiral Boyce may meet Mr
George Fernandes tomorrow.

Mr Straw is expected to hold
talks with senior Indian leaders.
With tensions mounting, many
senior British diplomats had
cancelled their leave and re-
turned to India.

Blair plea: The Indo-Pak stand
off echoed in British Parliament
where Prime Minister Mr Tony
Blair said it was essential for
Pakistan to stop supporting
cross-border  terrorism  in
Kashmir and for India to offer a

mechanism for resumption of
bilateral dialegue, adds PTI
from Lopd6n.
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~Russia

A

Proposes

wHare of stability

% By Viadimir Rad n

MoScow, APRIL 19. The Ru jan
President, Vladimir Putin, has
called for the establishment of
an “arc of stability” stretching
from Burope to China. The
“arc” would rest on two pillars;
a new, closer relationship be-
tween Russia and NATO, to be
sealed next month, and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation, which unites Russia,
| China and four Central Asian
countries.

Russia would be a key player
in the new security arrange-
ment. “We have very close ties
with Asian states by sheer virtue
of our geographic position and
large territory,” Mr. Putin said
after talks with the visiting Pres-
ident of Iceland, Olafur Ragnar
Grimsson, in the Kremlin on

H

. | Friday. “We have developed ve-

ry good relations with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in the
format of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation. This could
add up to an arc of stability that
would include very many coun-
tries and eventually evolve into
a highly promising global secu-
rity set-up.”

Mr. Putin’s “arc of stability”
stands in statk contrast with the
“axis of evil” concoct¢d by the
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
earlier this year. Russia and NA-
TO are expected to wrap-up a
new cooperation accord at a
summit scheduled for May 14-
15 in Reykjavik, Iceland. Under
the new terms, Russia will sit
alongside the other 19 NATO
nations to jointly formulate pol-
icy on peacekeeping, missile de-
fence, and efforts to stop the

spread of nuclear, biologig
and chemical weapons.

Wm’ ¥ )”’\'aq' .

hE




e e T

/@ Russian parliamentary

o\ team meets Musharraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

]SLAMABAD, APRIL 16. A Russian
parliamentary delegation head-
ed by Dimitriy Rogozin, Chair-
man, Standing Committee on
Foreign Relations of the State

* Duma called on the Pakistan

President, Pervez Musharraf,
here today and exchanged views
on a wide range of issues.

The visit of the delegation is
seen as an exploratory mission
to improve ties between Pakis-
tan and Russia.

Mr. Rogozin conveyed a
message of goodwill on behalf of
President Putin. Gen. Musharraf
reciprocated the sentiments.

An official statement said the

Russian delegation praised
President Musharraf’s efforts
and plans to bring stability in
the country and improve Pakis-
tan's image as a forward-looking
state in the comity of nations.

Gen. Musharraf emphasized
the need to develop bilateral re-
lations and expressed the hope
of an early meeting with the
Russian President.

The President and the Rus-
sian delegation exchanged
views on issues relating to re-
gional security, Afghanistan, Pa-
kistan-India relations,
anti-terrorism campaign and

prospects of future cooperation
In varlo elds. The President

")

also informed the visiting Parlia-
mentarians about the reform
agenda being implemented by
the present Government for po-
litical and economic stability of
the country.

Diplomatic and political ob-
servers believe that with the col-
lapse of the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan, one of the major
hurdles in normalisation of ties
between Pakistan and Russia
stands removed. Before Sep-
tember 11 last vyear, when the
Taliban was reigning supreme
in Afghanistan, there were ef-
forts by Pakistan and Russia to
better their relations but the ef-

forts did not go very far. .
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BERLIN, APRIL 11. The German
Chancellor, Gerharyl Schroeder,
and the Russian Prdsident, Vla-
dimir Putin, capped a two-day
summit meeting on Wednesday
in the eastern German city of
Weimar by resolving a long-
standing dispute over Soviet
debt to the German Govern-
ment.

The $440 million settlement
of all outstanding payments be-
tween the now defunct Soviet
and East German states repre-
sented less than one tenth of
the original German demand,
but removed a nagging obstacle
to improved relations between
the two countries. The dispute
centred on the appropriate ex-
change rate for the debt, origi-
nally in transfer roubles, which
were used for trade within the
former Soviet bloc. The agreed
rate was well below even recent
German demands. “This was
the only present Schroeder had
to give,” said Alexander Rahr, an
expert on German-Russian rela-
tions at the German Council on
Foreign Relations.

“This will have a positive im-
pact,” said Mr. Schroeder at a
news conference to close the
meeting. Mr. Putin called the
deal “just and fair.” The two
leaders also agreed on impor-
tant foreign policy issues, high-
lighting the strengthening
bilateral relations between their
countries, while taking a line
that differed from that of the

n agrees to |;ay Soviet
debt to Germany W@

The German Chancellor, Gerhard Schroeder (right), Jokes with
the Russian President, Vladimir Putin, at the end of two-day
German-Russian consultations in Weimar, eastern Germany,

on Wednesday. — AP

United States. “This is a sign of
Germany's growing self-assur-
ance. They do not call Washing-
ton first,” Mr. Rahr said. It also
demonstrated that Germany
was “now clearly Russia’s main
strategic partner in Europe,” he
said.

On Iraq, Mr. Schroeder and
Mr. Putin agreed that military
intervention would require a
mandate from the United Na-
tions, while insisting on the re-
sumption of international
weapons inspections inside the
country. “We both agree,” Mr.

Schroeder said, “that pressure
should be maintained on Iraq to
bring about a change in the sit-
uation and secure the return of
the international inspectors to
the country.” He also backed
Russia’s request for greater in-
fluence in NATO. The Atlantic
alliance recently offered Russia

a new relationship that would |

include a Russian ambassador
in meetings on issues of mutual
concern. But Russia has called
for the right to be included in
decision-making. — New York

Times /
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By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, APRIL 5. Russia reas-
serted its resolve to expand ec-
onomic and military ties with
Iran despite U. S. objections.

The Russian President, Vladi-
mir Putin, received the visiting
Iranian Foreign Minister, Ka-
mal Kharazi, in a demonstra-
tion of importance Moscow
attaches to relations with Teh-
eran.

Mr. Kharazi, who arrived in
Moscow on Thursday, bad
been due to visit here in Febru-
ary but the visit was put off.
Washington has branded Iran
as part of an “axis of evil” along
with Iraq and North Korea, and
has accused Russia of supply-
ing Teheran missile and nucle-
ar technologies.

The Russian Defence Minis-
ter, Sergei Ivanov, has strongly
denied the charges, describing
them as “ ing but a myth.”
“Nobody Jés ever presented us
i facts to prove these

The Russian President, Viadimir Putin (right), with the
iranian Forelgn Minister, Kamal Kharazi, in Moscow

on Friday.

allegations and we know such
facts will never be given be-

cause there none,” he said
on Th ay, reiterating that

it Iran i _

Russia would continue selling
conventional

By accordijg top-level

ment to Mr. Kharaz}, Hussia has ;
sent a clear signal e world
that it is not going {o give in to
American pressure.

A spokesman for the Russian
Foreign Ministry said Moscow
was anxious to give a “political
impulse” to talks with Iran on
“a number of major projects in
power generation,  aircraft
building and transport”.

Russia is building a nuclear
reactor at the Bushehr power
plant in Iran and the sides are
discussing plans for the supply
of a second reactor.

Russia also hopes to win
contracts for the construction
of thermal power stations in
Iran.

Last year, the two countries
signed a long-term military
cooperation accord which can
make Iran the third biggest
buyer of Russian armoury after
Indj China.
ussian-Iranian trade surged
from $600 million in 2000 to
nearly $1 billion last year.
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<US mum on nuke report |

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON/MOSCOW, MARCH 10

AFTER sending “disturbing” signals to
Moscow by labelling Russia as a likely target
for US nuclear strike, the Pentagon on Sun-
day denied any of the seven countries men-
tioned in the leaked report were on Wash-
ington’s present hitlist.

“We will not discuss classified details of
military planning or contingencies, nor will
we comment on selective and misleading
leaks,” Army Lt Col Catherine Abbott said
on Saturday reacting to the report pub-
lished in the Los Angeles Times the same
day. The US, however, refrained from issu-
ing a categorical denial to the sensational
“leak”.

LA Times said its story was based on a
classified Pentagon report that mentioned
China, Russia, Iran, Iraq, North Korea,
Libya and Syria.

Russian commentators on Saturday crit-
icised the reported US move to prepare
contingency plans to use nuclear weapons
against Russia and other countries. With
Russia in the middle of a three-day holiday
weekend, there was no official comment on
the report.

Dmitry Rogozin, an influential member
of Russia’s parliament, said Washington

that upset the Russians

could be nymé to\intithidate Russia after
months of closer copperation.

“We have to understand the US has
many strategic nuclejr weapons trained on
Russia and draw our own strategic conclu-
sions,” Rogozin, head of Foreign Affairs
Committee of the lower house of parlia-
ment, told NTV television. “This is the policy
of the big stick, a nuclear stick intended to
intimidate us and put usin our place.”

NTV also quoted Leonid Ivashov, a for-
mer top Defence Ministry official and now
an influential observer, as saying the report
showed the US saw post-Soviet Russia as a
“geo-political rival”.

The LA Times said it was the first time
an official list of target countries had come to
light.

The leaders of both countries are to
meet in Russia in May with the aim of
clinching an accord on reducing strategic
nuclear arsenals. Vyacheslav Nikonov; pres-
ident, Politika think-tank, told NTV the re-
portwould call into question all US motives
ininternational relations.

“If America wants to cooperate in mili-
tary operations...if it intends to reduce
strategic nuclear warheads, the Bush direc-
tive is avery negative signal whjch will be re-
ceived in an appropriate fashiolrby Russia’s
leadership,” he tpld NTV.
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“ Pak. fajls to convince Japan

A

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 17. The Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, has not succeeded in
persuading Japan to resume ec-
onomic assistance and invest-
ment in the country.

During his trip to Tokyo, the
japanese leaders wanted Gen.
Musharraf to improve law and
order and ensure continuity of
economic policies to attract Ja-
panese investment in Pakistan.
“Their (Japanese) biggest con-

. cern is the law and order situa-

tion and our President told
them that his Government is
taking all necessary measures 10
have peace across the country,”
the Commerce Minister, Razak
Dawood, said at a press confer-
ence here after his arrival from
Tokyo on Saturday.

Mr. Dawod said assurances

were W Japan that the

military Government would en-
sure continuity of policies be-
yond October.

He conceded that there was
no discussion on the resump-
tion of the much talked about $
500 million annual Japanese as-
sistance to Pakistan, suspended
in 1998 when Pakistan went nu-
clear.

“The resumption of our an-
nual assistance was not on the
agenda, therefore, nobody talk-
ed about it. All I would say is
that there is nothing on annual
aid resumption except $ 300
million aid that has already
been announced by Japan for
social sectors’".

Japan seems to have also
linked the issue of resumption
of aid to signing of the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)
by Pakistan. Gen. Musharraf
tried to impress upon the Japa-
nese leaders that while Islama-

L0-1on resuming aid ¢\

bad was committedto not being
the first to undertdke any fur-
ther nuclear tests, 1t might be
compelled to reconsider its
stand if the regional situation so
demanded.

Barring the ‘feel good factor’,
Gen. Musharraf has not got any
thing concrete in his just-con-
cluded visit to Tokyo. Pakistan
could have decided not to raise
the issue of resumption of eco-
nomic assistance at this junc-
ture as Japan is facing economic
difficulties.

Mr. Dawood said Japan was
positive to Pakistan’s request
for aid for various projects, in-
cluding the development of
Landbhi site area in Karachi, Ko- .
hat tunnel, Indus highway and a |
couple of other projects in fish- |
eries, agriculture, food process- -
ing, textile, information
technology and human re-
source development.
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ack of evidence
won’'t ma Peaﬂ
case: Pakistan’,. v

Mubashir Zaidi
Islamabad, March 6

THE AUTHORITIES have de-
nied the impression that lack of
evidence could mar the Daniel
Pearl murder case.

In a statement, the Govern-
ment of Sindh spokesman said
that as it was surely a complex
investigation which had neces-
sitated obtaining of the second
remand and nothing was final
in the process of investigation
till date up to the time of the
presentation of the challan be-
fore Administrative Judge.

He further stated that the-im-
pression not only was an at-
tempt to discredit the investiga-
tion but was also aimed to con-
vey a wrong impression to the
general pubic at-large.

He said that there was ample
evidence available which could
connect the accused persons
with the commission of the
crime and for securing convic-
tion in the case.

Meanwhile, the Sindh High
Court has disposed off a consti-
tutional petition filed against
the possible extradition of
Ahmed Omar Sheikh, main ac-
cused in murder case of Wall
Street Journal reporter, Daniel
Pearl.

When the matter came up for
hearing this morning, Syed
7Zaki Muhammed, Deputy Attor-
ney General (DAG) for Pakistan
and Advocate General of Sindh
Raja Qureshi orally submitted
that if the respondent decides

Pak trial for Sheikh

before extradition

PAKISTAN WILL try the
chief suspect in the kidnap-
slaving of Wall Street Jour-
nal reporter Daniel Pearl be-
fore considering sending him
to face charges in the United
States, President Pervez
Musharraf’s spokesman
said, AP reports. -

The spokesman, Maj Gen
Rashid Quereshi, said on
Tuesday that the nofification
had been conveyed formally
to the US Embassy, which de-
clined to comment.

HTC, Islamabad

to deliver the husband of the pe-
titioner to the officers or au-
thorities of a foreign country,
then he will be delivered with-
out any contravention of  the
law of the land.

Sadia Omar Sheikh, the wife
of Omar Sheikh, moved. the
court submitting that her hus-
band was a law abiding citizen,
father of a three-year-old baby
girl and was engaged in busi-
ness.

He has no connections with
any religious or banned jihadi
group and was not connected
with the alleged® murder of
Daniel Pearl. She prayed the
court t8 issue necessary orders
preventing her husband from

being extradited. /
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KAMRAN KHAN
KARACHI, MARCH 5

FTER considerable dithering,
Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf has reportedly told

e US that it would try Sheikh

: Omar Saeed for the kidnapping of Ameri-
i can Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl

before deciding on Washington’s request for

i his extradition.

“He will be tried in Pakistan according to
the law,” Pakistan daily Dawrn quoted a se-
nior interior ministry official as saying. But
ten days before the four men charged with
Pear!’s kidnap and murder go to trial, Pak-
istani prosecutors and police say they are “al-
most empty-handed,” with little evidence
linking the defendants to alleged crimes..

“So far, there is nothing to connect the
four suspectswith Pearl’s murder,” said a po-
lice official here. Two of Pakistan’s best-
known criminal lawyers have been retained
todefend the men, charged with kidnapping,
murder and terrorist activities.

Meanwhile, Shiekh Omar’s wife Saida
filed a petition seeking the Sindh High
Court’s intervention to prevent the govern-
ment from extraditing her husband. But the
petition was dismissed after the prosecution
assured that if and when he was extradited it
would be under the laws of Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Omar, under police
detention, has refused to eat since Saturday
demanding he be allowed to meet his father.

Omar, who had confessed to his role in
the abduction, after a conversation with his
father last week, has refused to say anything

more onthe Pearl
case, The News
daily said. He has
also refused
mealsdemanding
that he be allowed
tomeet his father.

“Omar’s  fa-
ther was angry
with hisstatement
in Court and
urged him not to
speak further,” a pohce official said.

Now, this could prove disastrous to the
prosecution. An investigation report deliv-
ered recently tosenior members of President
Pervez Musharraf’s administration con-
cluded the evidence is so fragjle that the de-
fence team could trounce the prosecution.

have no eyew1tness
napping, torture or murder,”

- “Itislike going to court empty-hbinded.” Nei-

ther Pearl’s body nor his articley of clothing
have been recovered. No murder weapon
have been found, and police have not identi-
fiedwhothe actual killers were.

“At the outset, the court would like to ex-
amine the weapons usedor any other related
material such as blood-stained clothing of
the victim or the search report from the scene
of the (crime),” a police official said. “The po-
lice have nothing to offer as material evi-
dence in response to those questions.”

Saeed said in a preliminary court appear-
ance last month that he helped plan Pearl’s
abduction, then claimed in court last week
that police tried to coerce him into making a
false confession.

The three other men— Salman Sagib,
Sheikh Adil and Fahad Nasim — allegedly
were involved in sending e-mails to media
announcing Pearl’s abduction. Prosecution
sources said much of the prosecution’s case
hinges on the four men’s statements to po-
lice-staternents that defense attorneys al-
ready have challenged in court as tainted by
strong-arm tactics.

Police investigators add that US FBI
agents, who played a role on technical as-
pects of the case, are unlikely to be willing to
testify on behalf of Pakistani prosecutors in
court. The prosecutors’ primary evidence is
the 3 1/2-minute digital videotape showing
men slashing his throat. But defense attor-
neys are likely to challenge the authenticity
of the tape asheavily and poorly edited.

—LATWP( mﬁ%
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U.K. humiliated at
Commonwealth s/

/
By Hasan Suroor, 9 \

LONNON, MARCH 4. Not since the
r Indian Prime Minister, L.
K.Gukal, in a rare fit of anger,
called\it a “third rate” power
has so fnuch public humiliation
been heaped on Britain by a
Third World leader as by the
Zimbabwean President, Robert
Mugabe _ and his Ministers _in
recent days marking a new low
in London’s relations with its
former colony.

Even as Britain was today
deeply disappointed that it
failed to force Harare’s suspen-
sion from the Commonwealth,
it was even more embarrassed
by the tongue-lashing that the
British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, got from leaders of a fel-
low Commonwealth country.
The media today highlighted
the Zimbabwean Information
Minister, Jonathan Moyo’s out-
burst in front of TV cameras in
Australia on Sunday when he
told Mr Blair to “shut up” and
accused him of suffering from a
“colonial hangover’.

“He needs to be told that
Zimbabwe will never be a colo-
ny again, never. He can make as
much noise as he wants, and |
the more noise he makes the |
mote he exposes himself to the .
international community,” an |
angry Mr. Moyo said contemp-
tuously dismissing Mr. Blair’
criticism of the Mugabe regigfe
as a “disgraceful” interference \
in a sovereign country’s affairs.

This followed Mr. Mugabe’s
stinging attack at the weekend
when he told Mr. Blair to “go to |
hell’ and stop messing up with
his regime. However, it is Mr.
Moyo’s statement which has
been noted for its “rudeness” :
with observers pointing out that
while Mr. Mugabe’s remarks
could be explained away as |
election rhetoric _ addressed to
a domestic audience in the
midst of a difficult campaign _
Mr. Moyo had overstepped dip-
lomatic norms by attacking the
Prime Minister of another
country at an international con-
ference. They recalled that in
recent months, he had been re-
sponsible for cracking down on
the foreign media in Harare |
leading to the expulsion of all -
British journalists.

Britain’s failure to push
through Zimbabwe’s suspen-
sion was widely seen as a sign of
a “racial divide” at the heart of
the Commonwealth with Afri-
can, Asian and Caribbean na-
tions asserting themselves
against what they regard as at-
tempts by “white” member-
states to impose their will l
“The... problem is the uneasy, |
quasi-paternalistic relationship |
between white developed coun- |
tries and other member states,” |

The Independent said. / |
7
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~Commonwealth leaders_
on a collision courséﬁ A

COOLUM, MARCH. 3. Commonwealth leaders ap-
peared to be on a collision course today over
what action to take against Zimbabwe amid a
deepening rich man-poor man 1ift over whether
to impose sanctions.

The political violence in Zimbabwe was again
set to overshadow discussions as Commonweaith
leaders went into a second day of talks here, with
some Asian nations privately saying they would
close ranks with the African lobby to defeat any
move to slap sanctions on Harare.

Britain and Australia have already acknowl-
edged that their call for immediate sanctions to
protest the political violence in Zimbabwe has
failed to win support.

But even a collective push joined by Canada
and New Zealand to threaten President Robert
Mugabe with sanctions if the March 9-10 elec-
tions are deemed to be unfair seems to be back-
firing.

“The scene is unfolding in Zimbabwe. It is not
unfolding in Coolum,” Tanzania’s President Ben-
jamin Mkapa told journalists in a stout and rare
public defence of Mr. Mugabe.

“How does it (the Commonwealth) handle
Zimbabwe? Why should it handle Zimbabwe?”,
Mr. Mkapa said, railing at what is being perceived
as interference in another country’s internal af-
fairs.

The British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, has
condemned the escalating violence as an “out-
rage against democracy” and called for a state-
ment ‘‘making clear our total abhorrence and
condemnation of what’s happening in Zim-
babwe”'. ) e

9-1

Meanwhile, Commonwealth ave
called on rich member countries to tear down
trade barriers and work to help eradicate poverty
for all its 1.7 billion people. 1

Globalisgtion and how best to channel its ben- |
efits to developing countries, who make up the }
bulk of the 54-nation body, has emerged as a !
dominant theme at a meeting of Commonwealth |
Heads of Government here which is set to issue a |
declaration later.

Even the location of the talks, in a tiny but
affluent seaside resort more used to hoards of
surfers and tourists than visiting heads of state
and packs of journalists, has served the under-
score the huge gap between rich and poor.

The Ugandan President, Yoweri Museveni,
summed it up today when at the launch of a new
investment fund for Africa he accused developed
countries of over-eating and over-consuming.

The average Westerner consumed 200 litres of .
milk a year, compared to the average African who
drank just 30, he said. The situation was he same
for beef and textiles. The result — starvation in
Africa, and a glut in the West.

The Commonwealth Secretary-General, Don
McKinnon, in his opening speech yesterday took
pains to stress the need to tackle poverty by har-
nessing the benefit of globalisation.

“The widening gap between rich and poor is
one of the gravest problems we faced today. Pov-
erty means disease, hunger, no clean water, limit-
ed communications. It is deeply destabilising and
one of the greatest threats to democracy.

“No one in the world can have a secure future
when half the world has no future at all.” — AFP
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racial lines over |
9975 5
Curbs o

Zimbabwe hit back, telling Tony
Blair to “shut up” and accusing
him of trying to re-colonise Africa.
Information Minister Jonathan
Moyo said Blair was making
“jrresponsible statements”. Reuters

AGENCIES
COOLUM (AUSTRALIA), MARCH 3
CANADA sought on Sunday
to break a deadlock after African
and Asian nations on Sunday
closed ranks against former colo-
nial power Britain to oppose sanc-
tions against strife-tom Zim-
babwe. “Everybody has agreed
that nothing will be done before
the elections”, Canadian Prime
Minister Jean Chretien told re-
porters, adding a communique
would be issued on Monday.
Earlier, the nations split along
black-white lines over whether to
take action against Zimbabwe on
Sunday, with African states oppos-
ing suspension calls by Britain fear-
ing a retum to neo-colonialism,

‘ Australiasaid.

Australian Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer, who has
backed calls for action against
Zimbabwe President Robert Mu-
gabe over claims he is rigging this

SHOGM split o, ¢

week’s presidential election, said
African states had joined forces to
protect one of their own.

“Africawas colonised by Euro-
peans. Africans grew to resent and
despise that colonisation and
there is still that strong sense that
Britain and other countries (are)
sometimes being neo-colonialist,”
he said.

The Commonwealth, largely a
group of former British colonies,
has been under pressure to follow
the US and the EU and imposed
sanctions on' Zimbabwe. One-
third of the 54 Commonwealth
members are African states.

On Sunday, Commonwealth
leaders met in a retreat to try and
reach a compromise on Zimbabwe,
but they look set to take no action.
Reflecting the African Opposition
to punitive action against Mugabe,
Tanzanian President Benjamin

. Mkapa said any action before the

electionwould be premature.

But British Prime Minister
Tony Blair said here on Sunday
that he thought there was enough
evidence of violations of democ-
racy to suspend Zimbabwe now.
Yet Blair conceded his call for ac-
tion had fallen on deaf ears.
“QOther countries don’t agree and
you need unanimity at the Com-
monwealth,” Blair said.

The Commonwealth election
observers group in Zimbabwe said
on Saturday it had received “credi-
ble reports of violence, met with
victims of violence, witnessed sev-
eral incidents of violence and has
itself been a victim of election-re-
lated violence.”

Despite this intimidation,
Australia believes Tsvangirai
could still win the election even
though it will not be free or fair,
but questioned whether Mugabe
and the Army would allow him to
take power. Mugabe has de-

scribed the elections as the last
chance to 1id the country of
vestiges of colonialism.
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~CHOGM adopts action plan
W' to combat terrorism,eau

COOLUM (AUSTRALIA), MARCH 2. Commonwealth
leaders, mekting here after a delay enforced by
the September 11 attacks, today adopted an ac-
tion plan to stamp out terrorism.

The plan was drafted by a special group set up
by the Secretary General, Don McKinnon, to ex-
amine ways of helping Commonwealth nations
implement U.N. Resolutions on combating ter-
rorism.

The conference spokesman, Joel Kibazo, said
that the action plan covers legal and financial
measures, as well as enhancing law enforcement
in member countries.

The leaders deferred a decision on what action
to take against Zimbabwe, agreeing to raise the
issue during a two-day retreat, officials said.

“The debate didn’t take very long as leaders
agreed that tomorrow (Sunday) will be the day
when they will give it a longer time,"” said Mr.
Kibazo.

The issue of what to do about the political vio-
lence in Zimbabwe has split the ranks of the 54-
nation Commonwealth, with African nations
leading opposition to British and Australian calls
to suspend Harare.

Commonwealth Ministers on Friday failed to
agree on what measures to take, passing the issue
up to their leaders for resolution.

Earlier, opening the 35 Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting, Britain’s Queen Eliza-
beth II appealed to Commonwealth leaders to

strive to embrace reform and bridge cultural dif-
ferences to meet new challenges and counter ter-
rorism.

She made a strong plea for greater racial and
religious tolerance, saying it was its diversity that
made the 54-nation group relevant in the 21st
century. But she added: “The Commonwealth
must move with the times if it is to remain rele-
vant to all generations.”

Dressed for a colourful ceremony in flame-red
with a matching hat, the Queen also used her
speech to underline the need for a continuing
effort to reach consensus in a summit which
looks set to be overshadowed by differences over
Zimbabwe.

She told the 900 guests, including the leaders
of 35 Governments, the Commonwealth, estab-
lished in 1931, was an organisation which had
defined its own values and ideals through its par-
ticular focus on issues important to it, notably
sustainable development and good governance.

“It has also developed its own style of infor-
mality, tolerance and an insistence on bringing
all along together on the sometimes difficult path
of building consensus.”

This tradition of consensus was in spite of the
remarkable variety of its membership with every
region of the world represented, every size of na-

tion at all stages of development and-all the great
religions,” she said. — AFP
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Coolum (Australia), March 2
(Reuters): Commonwealth lead-
ers agreed at their summit in
Australia today to expel any
member state that aided, fi-
nanced or harboured terrorists.
In the first major announce-
ment of their four-day meeting,
the leaders said they had agreed
on a “terrorist action plan”
under which members would
also act to stop abuse of financial
systems and freeze and confis-
cate the assets of terrorists.
They also called for the pro-
motion of democracy, but
showed no sign of taking any ac-
tion against Zimbabwe's Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe over allega-
tions that he is intimidating vot-
ers and rigging the result ahead
of a}arch 9-10 presidential elec-
tion.
Commonwealth

leaders

today refused to re-admit Pak-
istan, suspended from the 54-na-
tion body after the 1999 military
coup; officials said.

In 1999, the Commonwealth
suspended Pakistan after a mili-
tary coup by Gen. Pervez
Musharraf. Fiji has twice been
suspended after racially-in-
spired coups in 1987 and 2000, but
was welcomed back into the
Commonwealth at the summit
following elections last year.

“The Commonwealth is not a
police force,” one southern
African leader said, adding it
would be premature even to con-
sider what action to take until
the Zimbabwe elections were
over. British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, who has been leading
a campaign to suspend Zimbab-
we from the 54-nation group,
said the Commonwealth’s credi-

“Commonwealth adopts

P

-\ anti-terrorism code

bility was on the line.

“If, after the elections in Zim-
babwe, the Commonwealth ob-
servers report there was mal-
practice and intimidation... then
it is essential we take action
against Zimbabwe if Mugabe
is still in power,” he said.

Mugabe, who has led Zimbab-
we for 22 years, faces a stern
challenge from Morgan Tsvangi-
rai, the leader of the Movement
for Democratic Change.

The European Union has al-
ready imposed sanctions on Mu-
gabe's inner circle and with-
drawn its election observers
after Zimbabwe refused to ac-
credit their head.Opening the
summit with Commonwealth
head Queen Elizabeth, secretary
general Don McKinnon called on
rich nations to adopt more hu-

mane globalisation policies./
- '
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Islamabad, March 2% {

IN A blow to claims of free-
dom of pressin Pakistan, the
editor of leading daily The
News, resigned today protest-
ing pressure on him to sack
three senior correspondents,
including one who revealed
the confessions of the mas-
termind behind killing of US
journalist Daniel Pearl.

The editor, Shaheen Se-
hbai, said in his resignation
letter addressed to the daily’s
editor-in-chief, that he was
quitting due to pressure ex-
erted on him by officials of
the Pakistan government, ac-
cording to Committee of Pro-

i i
DANIEL PEARL

tection of Journalists. He ac-
cused the government of
pressuring  editor-in-chief
Mir Shakeelur Rehman to
fire him and three reporters
- Kamran Khan, Amir Ma-
teen, and Rauf Klasra - be-
cause their reports had an-

said he would rather quit
than dismiss the rg¢porters.
Hiowever, the Pakistan Gov-
ernment has denied Sehbai’s
allegations.

Pakistan’s principle infor-
mation officer Ashfaq Ah-
mad Gondal said that Sehbai
resigned from The News fol-
lowing differences between
him and his management
and the Government has
nothing to do with it.

Meanwhile, the wife of
Omar Sheikh, prime suspect
in Pearl’s killing, has ap-
pealed to Pakistan not to ex-
tradite her husband to the
US. PTI
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/ Pak. to consider

A\

" extradition of
\> Omar Sheikh

By B\ Muralidhar Reddy

| ISLAMABAD, FEB. 28. Pakistan to-
day indicated that it was pre-
pared to consider the request
made by the United States for
extradition of Omar Sheikh, the
prime suspect in the Daniel
| Pearl murder case, after the in-
vestigations into the case were
complete.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
told a news conference here
that the issue has formally fig-
ured in discussions between
Pakistan and the U.S. and at the
moment Islamabad would con-
tinue its with its investigations.

In response to a question Mr.
Khan said Sheikh is under in-
vestigation for Pearl’s murder.
! “First let us complete those in-
vestigations, before a decision
was made to extradite him to
U.S.” He denied the suggestion
that the extradition was de-
layed because of any mistrust
or lack of a extradition treaty
between the two countries. He
said there was a treaty between
British India and U.S. before
Partition. Pakistan assumed the
treaty after its creation. “Tech-
nically, an agreement exists. In
this particular case, we will
continue with investigations’'.

Asked why Sheikh, who was
also indicted by U.S. for kid-
napping of American tourist in
India in 1994 was not extradited

earlier, he said it could be be-
cause Sheikh was in hiding.
“Probably, the gentleman was
absconding. He was not trace-
able”, he said. ,

The Press Secretary to the
Pakistan President, Rashid Qu-
reshi, who was also present at
the press briefing, denied re- !
ports in the media that a U.S.
ajrcraft was fired upon two days
ago while it was landing at Jaco-
babad airbase in Pakistan. It is
currently being used by Amer-
ican forces for their operations
in Afghanistan.

“That is an absolutely incor-
rect report. There was no firing
on any U.S. aircraft”. However,
he said confusion was created
by the presence of a brick kiln
on the path of landing.

The sensors of the aircraft
were activated after they de-
tected the heat from the kiln.
The aircraft was not fired upon
as reported, Maj. Gen. Qureshi
said.

Replying to a question, Gen.
Qureshi also said the U.S. has
agreed in principle to sell arms
to Pakistan and modalities were
discussed during the President,
Pervez Musharraf’s recent visit
to the U.S. He said the details of
sales would be discussed at the
meeting of the Defence Consul-
tative Committee, constituted
recently by the two countries.
The committee was expected to
meet in a few months, he said.
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/ Pﬂhce warned not to use force on O

Marianne Pearl (second from right) outside her residence in
Karachi on Monday. (AP/PTI)

FROM BRIAN WILLIAMS

Karachi, Feb. 25 (Reuters): A
Pakistani judge extended today
the police detention of three key
suspects in the kidnap of mur-
dered US reporter Daniel Pearl
but also ordered police not to co-
erce them in an attempt to ex-

tract confessions.
The three suspects, including
alleged ringleader = Omar

Sheikh, a British-born Islamic
radical, complained they were
being pressured to admit to a
crime that has shocked the world
by its-barbarity.

In a brief appearance before
a Karachi anti-terrorism court,
the judge extended the trio’s de-
tention for 14 days after police
said they needed more time to
find Pearl’s body and the weapon
used to cut the Wall Street Jour-
nal reporter’s throat on camera.

Omar Sheikh, 28, had been
arrested on February 12 while
Sheikh Abil and Salman Saquib,
both accused of sending rapsom
emails, had been taken info qus-

tody four days earlier.

“The (14-day) remand has
been granted on the basis that
the investigation agency wants
to recover the dead body and
wants to recover the weapon
used in the offence,” Raja
Qureshi, advocate general of
Karachi’s Sindh government,
told reporters after a hearing
closed to the press and public.

Khawaja Naveed, defence
lawyer for Adil and Saquib —
Omar Sheikh does not have a
lawyer — said all three com-
plained to the judge that while
they were not maltreated, they
had been pressured into signing
confessions including putting
their names to blank sheets of
paper.

“The honourable court has
directed the police not to use co-
ercive measures and not to pres-
surise the suspects,” Naveed told
reporters.

Omar Sheikh refused to
make a confessional statement

,at the hearing, raising questions

about a confession palice said he

made to them shortly af&r his
arrest in which he claimed to be
the kidnap ringleader.

Police said Omar Sheikh con-
fessed during interrogation to
planning the kidnap to protest a
government crackdown on Is-
lamic militant groups opposed to
the US-led war in Afghanistan.

They added he also portrayed
the kidnapping as a- protest
against US treatment of Afghan
Taliban and al Qaida prisoners.

Pearl, the Journal’s South
Asia bureau chief, disappeared
on January 23 in Karachi while
working on a story about Islamic
radicals in Pakistan and links
with Osama bin Laden, chief

.suspect in the September 11 at-

tacks on the United States.

Omar Sheikh was in police
custody when US and Pakistani
authorities received a videotape
last Thursday showing Pearl’s
killing.

Omar Sheikh’s detention,
connected to his Februar; 12 ar-
rest, was due to run out’tomor-
row. With white cloth hoods over

their heads the three accuse
were hustled in and out of the
Sindh High Court building in
under an hour.

Nationwide manhunt

A nationwide manhunt extend-
ing from the teeming streets of
Karachi to the border with
Afghanistan was under way for
seven people suspected of carry-
ing out the murder itself. They
included an Arab man with pos-
sible links to bin Laden.

A group calling itself the Na-
tional Movement for the Restora-
tion of Pakistani Sovereignty
claimed responsibility for
Pearl’s kidnapping and accused
him of being a spy — first for
the CIA, then for Israeli intelli-
gence.

The US ambassador to Pak-
istan, Wendy Chamberlin, said
today the United States had since
late November been seeking the
extradition of Omar Sheikh for
an earlier kidnapping.

“Omar Sheikh is a nasty
character. He’s been involved in

lyar

idnappings and crimes against
merican citizens for many
years. He's someone that we’ve
had our eye on for many years
and ... this has been an ongoing
effort,” she told CBS television.
Chamberlin said she was
likely to bring up the topic at a
meeting tomorro