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aarc came into existence on §

December 1985 and, as such,

has completed 17 years of its
existence. Article 3 of the Saarc
Charter says: "“The Heads of State
Government shall meet annuaily”.
That should have ensured 18 sum-
mits but given the politics in this
region, only 11 summits heve taken
place thus far. According to conven-.
tion, Pakistan has set the second
week of January 2003 as the time for
the 12th summit and has got the con-
sent of Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal
and Sri Lanka for their partici-
pation. Bhutan and India have so far
not given their consent, Not surpri-
singly, a great deal of controversy
regarding the proposed summit or
for that matter the very raison d’etre
of Saarc has surfaced.

Frequent and useless summits

were conscious of the importance of
consensus in the functioning of this
body. In the event, very few summits
have thus far been held without
being preceded by one controversy
or the other. In fact, the Kathmandu
summit of January 2002 itself was
delayed against the backdrop of the
bloodless military coup in Pakistan
in October 1999 and the Indian
Airlines plane hijacking in Decem-
ber the same year.

A significant question arises: is it
essential to have an annual summit?
Can’t it be held after longer inter-
vals? After all, the Assnciaticn of
South East Asian Nations, which
came into being as early as August
1965, has so- far held only six
summiits, the first having been held
in Bali in 1976 after 11 years of the
body's formation and the sixth in
Hanot in 1998. And it is said without
any dispute that Asean has been the
most successful organisation among
all such in the Third World,

Instead of concentrating on sum-
mits, the group of the 10 South Fast
Asian states — East Timor is likely
1o join as the 11th member — focus

The author &5 Director, South Asian
Studies Foundation. New Delii.

Obviously, the founding fathers

q}‘(\ eed For The Will To Do Buéinesé

their attention on concrete problerns
and finding tangible solutions. Saarc
would probably do weil to bring
amendments to its charter in this
regard.

Other inter-government or regio-
nal groupings like the Asia Pacific
Regional Cooperation and the
FEuropean Union are also not very
fond of annual summits. Results are
more important, When the 11th
-summit was held in Kathmandu
against the backdrop of a serious
coniroversy, Pakistan President

derlined that Saarc had been a
failure and stressed that the “missed
opportunity” of joining Asean at its
inception should be rectified. AN
Ram, 2 former aribassador and a
former secretary in the ministry of
external affairs, New Dethi, recently
suggested “Saarc without Pak”,
When India had sought postpone-
ment of the 11th Saarc summit in
Kathmandu in 1999, the first reason
was its being uncomfortable after
Pakistan's democracy was derailed
by Musharraf’s coup. Then followed

General  Pervez
Musharraf arrived
in Nepal via Beij-
ing wasting a long &
time. The summit 8
had to be. delayed
and many progra-
mmes, including
the retreat, had to
be shortened or
cancetled.
On the other
hand, when the
fourth summit was
held in December
1988 in Islamabad
and Rajiv Gandhi

the plane hijac-
king. And yet,
India participated
in the 11th summit
while Musharraf
was still the Chief
of the Army Staff

President.

4 Indeed, before
8 that India had
invited Musharraf
to Agra for bila-
teral talks. On his
part, Musharriaf
chose to assume
the courtry’s pre-

and Benazir Bhut-
to were on friendly terms, the two
countrics stole the show. Others
palpably felt neglected. It does not
create 3 good impression on other

members, who are neither involved.

in the Indo-Pak condlict nor can they
play the role of an honest broker to
resolve their differences, thanks to
the existing power equations. It is
rarely that India and Pakistan have
normat refations during a summit.

Alternatives to SAARC

Tt is not for nothing that a section
of political leaders in Sri Lanka has
started focusing on the failure of
Saarc and emphasising that the
island state should join Asean.
Speaking in the Sri Lankan Parfia-
ment recently, Naveen Dissanayake
of the United National Party, son of
a former influential minister, un-

sidency by sacking
the legitimately elected -incumbent
Rafiq Tarar, before visiting Agra.
Even in the present form, the Saarc
charter has devices to make it more
effective and resuli-oriented.

It has been provided that the
countil of ministgrs “shall meet in
regular session as often as possible”
and an extraordinary session of the
council “may be held by agreement
among member staies”. - Heart-
eningly, the council of ministers has
been meeting quite regularly and its
meetings have not assumed contro-
versial dimensions. It can be made
more result-oriented and purposc-
ful. It is time to think more seriously
on these lines. _

Another device of the standing
committee has been contributing
quite significantly to making Saarc
as effective as possible in the given
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and the country’s:

framework. Article 3 mentions the
provision of the standing committee
comprising foreign secretaries of
member states and it is to perform
the following functions: overall
monitoring and coordination of
programme of cooperation, approv-
al of projects and programmes, and
the modalities of their financing,
determination of inter-sectoral prio-
rities, mobilisation of regional anc
external resources, identification ¢

new areas of cooperation based o

appropriate studies.

Pakistan defies WTO

The very formation of Saarc wi
delayed for a variety of reasons. Ar
after its formation, it has failed -
make significant strides in comp
rison to other regional organisi
tions. True, other regional organis:
tions do not have a problem lik
Kashmir, but there is the instance ¢
France and Germany having solve:
the problem of Alsace-Lorraine
There is the example of India anc
China +increasing bilateral trade §
notwithstanding the existence of the
boundary dispute. True, the Soutt
Asian Preferential Trading Arrange-
ments became a concrete reality ir
December 1995, but the South-
Asian Free Trade Area js yel to be
realised. Not only that, Pakistan is
vet to accord to India the most fav-
oured nation status, which is incum-
bent upon it under the World. Trade
Organisation rules. While the qu-
estion of Afghanistan’s membership
remains unsettled China has. rather
intriguingly, cxpivessed the desire te
become a member of Saarc.

In brief, Saarc has created more
problems than it has solved. The
poilitical will to achieve its objectivet «
of promoting the welfare of thek
peaple of South Asia and improving &
théir quality of life, of uccelerating g
economic growth, social progresse
and cultural development in thef
region, providing all individuals the s
opportunity to live in dignity and tc¢
realise their full potential, is missing, i

Saarc has seen enough of rhetonic;
now s the time to show the wilk to do 4
business. €
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“India never 0’ 10
- SAARC sumit: i \hg/I

By Anita Joshua A 7

© NEW DELHI, DEC. 18 Criticising

Pakistan for posiponing the

SAARC (South Asian

Association for Regional

i Cooperation) summit for
“specious’’ reasons, the

- Government today said India

- was “‘ready and willing to

" participate” in the meeting —

, whenever new dates are fixed

. — provided there was progress

" on “the substantive issue of

SAARC.”

Responding to the Congress
MP, Priyaranjan [Das Munshi's
query on the postponement of
the SAARC meet, the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha. mwld the Lok Sabha that
{ndia had never said “no” o
the summit, scheduled o be
held in Pakistan in January.
Reiterating the country’s
commitment o the SAARC
Charter, Mr, Sinha expressed
the hope that fresh dates
" would be fixed.

The Minister also clarified
that the matter was “under
our consideration” when
Pakistan "unilaterally
- announced the postponement
of the summit” on December
9, Explaining India's position,
he said that “the summit is
not a formality” and that
progress must be made on the
| Kathmandu summit decision
to complete negotiations for
the South Asian Preferential
“ Trade Agreement as early as

RVAYS

said ‘no’ to

possible, and the Seiyh Asian |
Free Trade Agreement by the
year-end; acceleration of i
economic growth among i
member States being the first
objective of SAARC.

While negotiations on
SAFTA were yet to begin, the |
SAPTA talks, Mr. Sinha said, |
had not made much headway ‘
because of frequent
postponements of scheduled |
meetings at Pakistan’s behest. ’

Also, it had become evidernit |
at the last meeting in ‘
November that Pakistan had
no intention of extending to |
India the Most Favoured
Nation status on a reciprocal
basis.

At the November meeting,
Pakistan offered India
preferential tariffs on about
250 items of which 146 were
an the negative list (as per
which India cannot export
these items).

And “out of about 6,500
tariff lines, there are only 500
to 600 tariff lines which are on
the positive list”; the
remaining being on the
negative list as far as [ndia's
exparts to Pakistan are
concerned.

Such being the case, Mr.
Sinha said that he tld his
Pakistani counterpart that “he
has to come clean’” it Pakistan
did not have any interest in

TH= HINDG
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/ mall thinking
5 & Making a farce of Saarc ,{\S/

ot for the first time, and probably not the last have bifateral

differences put paid to a summit meet of heads of the South
Asian Associztion for Regional Cooperation. Regardiess of the
nuances of the current round of the blame-game, the harsh
reality remains that the leadership of the seven member-states
lacks the capacity to divorce domestic interests from those of
the region. Those who drafted the Saarc charter would have
considered themselves visionaries when they proseribed bila-
teral fssues from the regional grouping’s agenda and insisted
that only decisions approved by all would have binding effect.
They were visionaries only to the limited extent that they
foresaw the potential for trouble and tried to insulate the
forum they were estabiishing from getting embroiled in
disputes which it was not eguipped to resolve. But in the
process they also sowed sceds that had small chance of
germination. The organisation has existed for some 17 years
with little to show except ceremonial events with occasional
high-sounding specches and a secretariat that does not have a
great deal to process. Since Saarc was never to be a politica)
grouping the thrust was on economic integration, enhanced
internal trade and perbaps the formation of & bloc able to resist
commercial exploitation by the industrialised west. That has
been a virtual non-staster because there is not wo much that
the states can import from each other — their economies have
a host of commonalitics — and each of them is highly de-
pendent on trade telations with other nations. Sure there have
been theories advanced of how greater trade within the region
would have a healthy impact but thev have not sufficed 1o usher
in a wue free-trade arrangement, So on both pofitical and
economic tronts Saarc has not tuken off, What's left? Cultural
interaction? Do we necd a summit-level forum for that?

The member-stutes share a common plague — terrorism.
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and now Nepal have it full-blown,
Bhutan and Maidives to a lesser extent. But since much of the
terrorist-activity is both cross-border and allegedly “spon-
sored”, prospects for genuine cooperation across the board arg
non-gxistent, and only a bit of bilateral action s practical.
Given the Bittle that can be achieved by Saare in the context of
domestic troubles of member-states, the scrapping of the sum-
mit scheduled to be held in Pakistan is no great loss, nor 4 great
surprise. But surely India could have taken a more forthright
position: it had a case in that there was little point in meeting
when what was agreed at the last summit had not been imple-

mented. It should have said “no™ squarely, rather than permit,

is non- cont‘irmatinn of participation to become the cause
postponemedt. That however requires “big thinking.”

(HE STATESMAM
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W %A SAARC note ‘\/

Agreements like SAPTA would be meaning]ess
if Pakistan does not honour them

AKISTAN'S postponement ofthe”

SAARC summit by side-tracking
the real issue — its lack of commit-
ment to decisions it was party toin a
multilateral forum — only reinforces
the experience that it has not hon-
oured its bilateral agreements — like
those at Simla and Lahore -— it had
treely entered into. Surely Pakistan’s
rulers understand that if the regional
organisation has to survive and help
improve the cconomic conditions in
the region, then they must be sincerely
committed to the process and practice
of regional co-operation. One can un-
derstand Islamabad’s reiuctance to
grant the MEN (Most Favoured Na-
tion} status to India, which its elites be-
licve is the country’s worst encry. But
agreements like SAPTA, leave alone
SAFTA, would remain meaningless if a
major partner like Pakistan is going o
remain uncommitted to them.

There i3, of course, the parallel
problem of the nature of bilateral re-
lations that cannot bg completely ig-
nored at lcast in their practical impli-
cations. Pakistan. which had been
loudly asking for the de-escalation of
military confrontation and the conse-
quent threat of war, has not re-

sponded to even the preliminary
steps to restore diplomatic relations
and communications in spite of un-
ambiguous signals from New Delhi
in that direction months ago. While
the Indian naval fleet was brought
back in July, even the decision to |
withdraw the military forces fromthe |
borders was announced by New
Delhi two months ago.

Islamabad owes to the people of
the region and s own citizens the re-
spousibility to clearly indicate the
progress it has made in implementing
past decisions at SAARC. Otherwise.
it is difficult to avoid the judgement
that external economic assistance that
it hasbeen receiving since last year ap-
pears to have reduced its stake in im-
proving economic-trace relations with
India. Given the problems of eco-
nomic-trade relations with Pakistan,
not to talk of the over-riding political |
mistrust, India has been building up
economic telations with other coun-
tries of South Asia bilaterally during
the past decade. Pakistan seeking to
trivialise SAARC decisions would only !
lead to lower commitment to regional
co-operation in New Delhi. This, of |
course, would be unfortunate. //,

NOIAN EXPRESS
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il SAARC without teeth

THE ADVANTAGES of a functioning
South Aslan Associlation of Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) are plain to see.
That is why it was established in 1985
in spite of widespread scepticism,
given the lack of political conviviality
in the region. An effective SAARC could
have bhenefited all member-countries
by permitting goods and services to
mave relatively freely in the region.
Intra-SAARC investments may also
have helped reduce the cost of capital
for member-States. But little of this
has come to pass. The indefinite post-
ponement of the SAARC summnit by
host Pakistan is likely to reinforce the
sense that the forum is essentially
dysfunctional.

It is hard to shake off the feeling that
India-Pakistan differences lie at the bot-
tom of Islamabad’s decision. India had
expressed its unwillingness to partici-
pate since Pakistan was dragging its
feet on decisions already taken on the
South Asian Preferential Trade Agree-
ment (SAPTA) and the South Asian
Free Trade Area (SAFTA). The assess-
ment s likely to be widely shared in

T INDUSTAN Thig,

the light of Pakistan’s long-s\anding re-
fusal to accord India the ‘most favoured
nation” (MFN) status, which makes a
mockery of the proposed SAPTA and
SAPFTA regimes given the size of the
Indian economy

Despite this, the summit could have
gone ahead. But Isiamabad appears to
have decided to seize on New Delhi’s
reservations to paint it as the spoiler.
Till now, SAARC summits have been
held as scheduled despite the inability of
one pr two countries to attend. India’s
other obiection — that Pakistan has not
done much to check cross-bovrder terror-
ism against it -—— must have also riled Is-
lamabad. The SAARC charter does not
permit discussion on hilateral matters.
In the main, howevet, the Pakistan de-
cision appears to be informed by its in-
ternal problems. Since Al-Qaeda and
other similar outfits are swarming all
over the country, and parties sympathet-
ic to them have gained salience in
the recent election, a weakened Pervez
Musharraf may have doubted his coun-
try’s ability to provide the needed level
of security for the summit.

T 1 06C 2
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A SUMMIT POSTPONED .0

A
4
o

THE POSTPONEMENT OF the 12th summit of
the South Asian Association for Regional Coop-
eration (SAARC), which was tentatively sched-
uled for the second week of January, has once
again demonstrated that the leaders of the re-
gion are unable or unwilling to conceptualise
and work for a future in which a wholesome
co-existence would replace the unhealthy con-
frontation of the present. While Islamabad did
contribute to this unfortunate development
through its tardiness in implementing key eco-
nomic and trade measures, New Delhi must
take most of the blame for failing to preserve
the principle that summit-level meetings of the
SAARC must be held on a regular basis — irre-
spective of progress on specific matters — so
that the institution’s life is sustained. In normal
circumstances, summit meetings that produce
little can be the subject of ridicule, but not so in
the South Asian context where relations inter se
are usually so poisonous that even gestures of
friendliness are of inestimable value. Try
though it might, the current political leadership
in New Delhi cannot escape censure for its sub-
versicn of the rule, that bilateral issues should
not intrude into the SAARC forum, through its
refusal to engage [slamabad even at this multi-
lateral level on the grounds that Pakistan had
not put an end to cross-border terrorism. This
is a rule that India had firmly stood by in the
- past and it was not that long ago — after the
informal meeting of SAARC Foreign Ministers
on the sidelines of the United Nations General
Assembly session — that New Delhi had reit-
erated its resolve to insulate the institutional-
ised regional discussions from bilateral
tensions.

After vacillating on the question of whether or
not the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
would travel to [slamabad, New Delhi has noted
with a touch of smugness that it was Pakistan
that had ultimately taken the decision to defer
the summit. With India having failed to confirm

\Y4

\

the dates on which it would have b& conve-
nient for the Prime Minister to attend the sum-
mit the hosts just did not have the lead time of a
month to make the necessary arrangements.
Neither had New Delhi openly spelt out the rea-
sons behind its hesitancy over attending the
summit. For a good part of the time leading up
to the summit New Delhi attributed its reluc-
tance to attend to the lack of progress on the
South Asian Preferential Trade Agreement (SAP-
TA) and the South Asian Free Trade Agreement
(SAFTA). However, Mr. Vajpayee let the cat out
of the bag a few days ago when he stated that he
would not go to Islamabad so long as Pakistan
did not put an end to cross-border terrorism.
These considerations aside, New Delhi did not
want to embarrass itself by allowing its High
Commissioner to take station in Islamabad or
by requesting Pakistan to permit Mr. Vajpayee
to fly by the direct route. Since India has done
little to resolve these issues they cannot really be
cited as excuses.

The postponement of the summit has oc-
curred at a time when there were indications
that progress was being made at the official level
talks on a draft treaty framework for SAFTA.
While it is unlikely that the draft would have
been ready by the second week of January it
would not appear unreasonable to presume that
the political leadership of the South Asian coun-
tries, through their collective deliberations,
could have added impetus to the finalisation of
the treaty. The fact that lack of agreement over
dates has been cited as the reason for the post-
ponement does, technically speaking, leave
open the possibility that a summit might indeed
be held a few months down the line. Hopefully,
all the parties involved will soen realise by that
time that enhanced trade, and the multi-layered
contacts that will spring up in its wake, could
lead to a lessening of the tension that casts a
shadow on the full potential of South Asia’s
development.

e



Indla responsmle for SAARC

! ISLAMABAD, DEC. 10. Pakistan to-
| day regrerted what it termed the
Indian Geovernment's 'attitude’
to the SAARC summit and
maintained that India was
squarely tesponsible for its
[ postponement.
" The subject figured ar a Cabi-
net meet of the newly installed
| civilian Government led by Mir
Zafrullah Khan Jamali. The Cab-
inet was of the view that Pakis-
tan had little option but to
postpone the summit due to the
Tndian attitude.’

“The Indian attitude has re-
sulied in postponement of the
meet for an indefinite period,”
the  Information  Minister,
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, told a
news conference here. The Min-
ister said Pakistan was expect-

summit postponemen

| By B. Muralidhar Reddy ‘/\Q

ing a positive response fr()m th
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj
payee, but ‘regrettably he re
fused.” The Minister expressed
the hope that India would
change its mind as and when
the new dates for the summit
are finalised.

The Minister said the subject
of Pakistan's role in the fight of
the international community
against terrorismn also came up
briefly at the meeting. Mr. Rash-
id said the JTamali Government
would fulfil Pakistan's interna-
tional commitments on the
fight against terrorism.

“We will adhere to our com-
mitment with the International
community against terrorism,”
he said. He said the new Gov-
ernment would continue its
cooperation with the United
States-led coalition in its hunt

+ Pak.

or the remnants of the Al-Qae-
da and the Taliban.

Opposition to Pakistan’s pact
with the U.S. was the main elec-
tion plank of the Muttahida
Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), an alli-
ance of six religious parties.

The MMA has been urging
the Jamali Government to re-
view what it has dubbed as an
imposed foreign policy.

The tussie over foreign policy,
particularly the so-called free-
dom to American agencies to
operate on the soil of Pakistan,
is likely to conrinue between the
Government and the religious
parties.In response to specific
guestion, the Minister main-
tained that a very small number
of U.S. intelligence officials —
FBI and CIA — are ajdipg local
forces in their hunt for foreign

extremists /
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NEW DELH!, DEC. 3. There seetns to be some positive
development on the SAARC front, but whether
this is sufficient or not for the Prime Minister,
Atal Behart Vajpavyee, to travel to Islamabad for
the January summit remains te be seen.
. According to sources, as mandared by the
' SAARC summit in Kathmandu in January, a draft
¢ framework for a South Asian Free Trade Area
‘ (SAFTA] is almost ready.
Progress on this front was made at a meeting of
. SAARC officials in Kathmandu at Novernber end.
_ Even the attitude of India's Western neighbour
© was said to be positive as far as the negotiaticns
" on the SAFTA treaty is concerned.

Final touches tn the draft are to be given at yet
another meeting of concerned SAARC officials
from December 27-29 in Kathmandu. So, theo-

. retically, the question of the Prime Minister, A.B.
Vajpayee, travelling to [slamabad till that time is
an "open’ one.

| The sources also said that the SAARC Secretar-

i jat in Kathmandu had appointed a “consultant™

| to help prepare the draft rreaty agreement.

i The consultant's input was expected shorily

I"and this would then be circulated to all the mem-

! ber nations for discussions at the end of the

By Amit Baruah

e hope on the
SAARC front

month in Kathmandu. However, the sources said
that officials were keeping their fingers crossed
that no last-minute hitches develop and the draft
is actually ready for the officials to approve in
end-December.

The SAARC summit in Kathmandu had said
that the draft treaty framework should be pre-
pared in time for the next meeting of Heads of
State/Government. As of now, that appears to be
in sight.

This development is likely to meer India’s con-
cerns at least part of the way as far giving mean-
ing to the SAARC process is concerned,

In fact, some Indian officials have questioned
the SAARC as an organisation itself given the fuct
thas Pakistan was stymying closer economic
couperation within the South Asian grouping.

However, speculation over the Prime Minister
going for the SAARC summit is far from over.
Concerns over cross-border terrorism remain re-
al and Mr. Vajpayee himself has spoken about
these in the SAARC context.

As is known, the non-acceptance of dates by
eVen one country can scitle an entire SAARC
summit. A decision by India on the issue is still
saome time away.

\ + 4 DEC 2007
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NEW DELH!, NOV. 27, ln the absence of any “sub-
stance” 1o the SAARC summit in Pakistan in Ja-
nuary, it is 'very difficult” for the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to go to islamabad, the Na-
tional Security Adviser, Brajesh Mishra, has said,
asserting that Pakistan has done “absolutely
nothing” (o end cross-border ferrorism,

1f the ideas put forward in Kathmandu during
the SAARC ministerial-level meeting were imple-
mented by December-end as agreed 1o, “we
could consider it But in the absence of any sub-
stance to the swnmil, of course it's very difficult
for the Prime Minister to go”, he said.

New Defhi has.accused Pakistan of blocking
progress on SAPTA.

In unjl/]tef(fiew to Tim Sebastian on BBC World

-~

ifficult for PM to attend
' SAARC “summit: Mishra

‘Huard Talk’ programme w be aired omorrow,
Mr. Mishira made it clear that India was prepared
to restart negotiations with Pakistan if it showed
sincerity and honoured its pledge to end cross-
border terrorism.

“We are ready to begin a dialogue with Pakis-
tan tomorrow if it gives up cross-border terror-
ism,” Mr. Mishra said.

But he said “it (Pakistan) has done absolutely
nothing™ in this regard.

The Prime Minister's top aide admitred that
India and Pakistan were 'pretty close’ to war in
January, following the attack on Parliament as
also in May this year in the wake of the terrorist
strike o an Army transit camp in fammu where
families of soldiers were living, — P11 J

e ——————— e —
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- Discussion on §

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, NOV, 19, As the final
word on the Prime Minisies,
A.B. Vajpavee's possible tip o
Islamabad for the SAARC sum-
mit is awaited, senior officials
from the SAARC npations will
meet in Kathmandu 1o discuss

a South Asian Fred Trade Area
(SAFTA) draft treaty.
According e infovmed
sources, senior officials  will
hold discussions on November
29-30 in Kathmandu on the
draft framework, in a bid 1o
meet the deadline imposed by
the SAARC summit. “No final

AFT

A draft important

decision has been taken oa
whether or not the Prime Min-
ister will travel 1o Islamabad.
Progress, or the lack of it at this
meeting, will prove to be an {m-
partant input to the final deci-
sion,” the sources maintained.
[ndia's point has heen that Pa-
kistan is thwarting economic

CHE HINDG

progress within SAARC as dem-
nostrated by its lack of serious-
ness in the negotiations on

SAPTA. And. in such a situa- -

tion, what purpose will be
served by holding a SAARC
summit?

The debate on the SAARC

front within the Government is -
and -

intenstve. Various pros
cons are still being considered.
Should the Prime Minister go to

Pakistan at a time when cross-

border terrorism continues?
How long can the Government
hcld off walking to Pakistan?

Did net Mr, Vajpayee go to

Lanore when “jehadis” contin-

ded 1o artack India and was not

the Pakistaii President, Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, invited 1o
Agra? As the dehate continues,
it is eleay that the focus is not so

much on SAARC as the hilateral !

India-Pakistan “angle” before :
the proposed January surpmit -

in Islamabad. The SAARC prog-
ess is weak and there is little

“push” to move it abead in a -

productive manner,

In that sense, if the SAFTA -
draft is agreed to by the SAARC -
countries, then the leaders will |
have something to “show"” ar:
tatk about at the proposed lala- -

mabad summir

2 0 NOV 2002
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| ISLAMABAD. NOV. 18. Pakistan has

man, Aziz Ahmed Khan,

said that it was going ahead
with  preparations  for  the
SAARC summit proposed here
in the secoud week of January
though it is vet to gel confirma-
tinn of participation from India
and Bhutan,

The Foreign ifice spokes-
tald

Cjoumalists at the weekly news

briefing that Pakistan had not
set any deadline lor confirma-
tion from the two countries. [n
response 10 a question, he said
any decision about the cut-off
date would be taken at an ap-
propriate time.

He recafled that the Foreign
Ministers of all the seven mem-
ber-states who met on the side-
lines of the United Nations
mecting last September had
agreed to the dates but were
supposed 1o get it confirmed by
thelr respective (Governments.
“We expect all leaders 1o attend
the meeting,” he said.

pr

B. Muralidhar Reddy 1V

e\etﬁ/aring for SAARC summit

My, Khan took serious excep-
tion tv the reported remarks
made by the Afghanistan Am-
bassador to India that Osama
bin Laden was hiding in Pakis-
tan’s Baiuchistan province.

In response 1o a guestion, Mr.
Kban said the New Delhi-based
Afghan Ambassador seemed to
have more information than the
.S, forces which were inside
Afghanistan to locate him.

“He {Afghan envoy) is either
living in a world of delusion oy is
affecred by the ‘Bollywood' (1n-
dian version of Hollvwood) mao-
vies."  Mr. Khan  said.  He
maintained that relations be-
rween Pakistan ond Afghanistan
should not be viewed in the
light of the {rrespansible state-
ments of one or two leaders.
They must bie seen in the larger
context of ‘good bilateral rela-
rions  between the  two
countries.

ile claimed that the Afghan
Government and its Chairman,
Harnid Karzaj, have always ap-
preciated  Pakistan’s coopera-

tion in Hghting terrorism and
the peaple of the two countries
also enjoyed cordial relations
since long,

In response to a specific
question on the alleged acquisi-
tion of bi-tech weapons by -
dia, he asked the international
community to be mindful af In-
dia’s  acquisivon  of  hi-tech
weapons. He argued that need-
less arms procurenent would
add to India’s “aggressiveness
and belligerence”.

“we have seen [this) offen-
sive posture against Cakistan,”
he said with an apparent refei-
ence 10 tndia’s decision o mo-
bilise troops on the borders
with Pakistan since December
last year,

“We have mainwined in the
paslt that acquisilion of more
and more arms (by Indiaj when
it is not threatened by any
country meant more aggressive
posture  fowards it neign-
bours,” Mr, Kban said when
asked to comment on reports of
India's quest of sophisticated

WeApons systems.

Commenting on a reported
statement of the Adi-Party Hur-
riyat Canference (\PHC) leader,
Mir Waiz Omar Faraog, that the
time had come to put down the
guits, Mr. Khan reiterated Pakis-
tan’s position of resolving the
Kashmir issue through negotia-
tions that inclided representa-
tives of the Kashmin people.
“Dialogue is the only way o re-
solve all problems”” he said.

To o question. he said Pakis-
TN was Vigorously pursuing
with the Kabulauthorities at the
highest level the issue of repa-
triution of the remaining Pakis-
lanis detained in Afghan jails.
He hoped for their eariy returp
to their homeland,

To another question. he said
that about 1.5 mullior Afghan
refugees living in Pakistan bad
returnied to their howeland vol-
untarily, However, about 20 per
cent of them had retwrned o
Pukistan ewing o difficult con-
ditions in Afghanistan,
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" PM yet to decidé
#% on attending
7 SAARC meet

By Ouy Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 16. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
teday  expressed  scepticism
about the usefulness of atterid-
ing the SAARC summit (to be
held in Pakistan).
Talking 1o mediapersons at
+ his residence, he expressed ap-
prehension that bilateral issues
like Kashmir were sought to be
raised at the regional forum,
However, he did not fully rule
out his participation; he merely
i ohserved that “no decision has
| been taken as yet.”
On the reports of differences
within the ruling combine on
i economic matters, he ohserverd
| that his Government would not
. pursue policies that could entail
i “political damage.”
He pointed out thar “eco-

nomic reforms’” carried a price
for all political parties, includ-
ing the Congress which ruled in
many States.

Disinvestment was a settled
policy and there was no inten-
tion to go back on it, he said.

He also downplayed the con-
troversy over the Kelkar report,
saying it was only a proposak.

Mr. Vajpayce, replying to
questions on Jammu and Kash-
mir, said that in his view per-
haps 4 committee should
review cases before detainees
were released,

He said he disapproved of the
“ad hoc manner” in which the
new Government in that State
was releasing prisoners, but
hastened to add that the deci-
sion was the prerogative of the
Mufii Government.

R
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jndo-Pak

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHIL Nov. 12— Plans for ls-
tamabad to hold the summit of the
South Asian Association for Reglonal
Coaperation went further awey toduy
when India rejected any suggestions ot
& “deadbine’ for compiiance on the pro-
pused dates. it appeared almost certain
that the summir, scheduled for the sec-
and week ol Januaey 2003, would not
take place on time because of the
squabbling between {ndia and Pakistan.

fndia objecting as oat of hand Pakis-
tan’s bid to set a ‘deadline” for its ac-
ceptance of the summit dates and Paki-
stan abjecting 1o ‘conditions’ India has
imposed to hold the summit.

According to the terms of the Saarc
charter, a summit cannot be held even
if one of its member countries decides
against participation, because of the
emphasis on “consensus,”

Which means if New Delhi decides
the dates are not convenient, the sum-
mit will ot be held on schedule.

The Indian external affairs minister,
Mr Yashwant Sinha, objected to Pakis-

Saarc sp‘ﬁt on
‘)

un's proposu eadhnr. saying, “no
body can set a deadling. Suare works on
the basis of cansensus,” “One country
cannot set a deadline for another,” Mr
Sinha said, reacting to a Pakistan for-
glga ministry statement made vester-
day.

Accurding Lo azengy teports from s
tamabad, the Pakistan forcign office
spokesman, Mr Aziz Abmad Khan had
said that Pakistan. the host of the
SAARC summit, would soon set a
“deadline” for India and Bhutan to re-
spond on the proposed SAARC summit
in January, Isismabad maintains that
five of the seven SAARC members
have okayed the January 11 to 13 dates
prOposed by Pakistan for the summit.

Pakistan’s foreign office has decided
o wait for a few more days for a re-
sponse from India and Bhutan regard-
ing their participation before a final de-
ciston is "taken on the fate of the
SAARC summit.

The other SAARC nations rightly
feet that the entire movement has got

bogged down in India and Pakistan’s
hostilities. /‘j\
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Nov. 5. — There are clear
signals that the Saarc
summit  scheduled for

Islamabad in 2002 may get
scrapped. India holds that
there has been no
substantive progress on the
key issues of terrorism or
economic integration and
that the Prime Minister,
though ready to attend a
multilateral  summit  in
principle, isn’t interested in
a summit — in the words of
foreign  minister  Mr
Yashwant Sinha -~ (just) “to
sce each other’s faces.”
According to the Saarc
charter, the non-availability
of even one of the seven
heads of government means

A VN Py
the summit gets put off. No
dates have been finalised
for holding the summit,
which normally falls due in
mid-January.

Officials pointed out while
the point of holding a
summit was to ensure that
initiatives taken are given a
fillip, “there has been no
progress” an crucial issues.
At a meeting in Kathmandu
last month, Pakistan claimed
it had offered ‘substantial
concessions’ by ‘opening up’
and offering 263 items for
concessional trade. Of these,
however, 146 items were on
the negative list, meaning
they could not be bought
from India, prompting the
Indian side.

Also, Pakistan has still
not accorded India most

Ryea -

favoured nation status for
trade, stalling the entire
process of  economic
integration and the creation
of a regicnal free trade area
that Saarc aims to achieve.
Similarly, there has been no
forward movement on a
joint  initiative  against
terrorism  which  would
allow police of one country
within the organisation to
gain access to wanted
terrorists in another Saarc
country. Al} that has been

achieved is a  joint
declaration generally
condemning terrorism.
Officials also  dismissed

Pakistani charges of India
scuttiing  the  SAARC
process by raising “extra-
neous” issues, saying the
reality was very different. >



—

IBULHIGHOR] 213
L SARIE SUQTITPUOD Buraly aram
SADLARI 0] UOLHT #1[) 0 S19Wms
HOD worIq 7’7 30 weadp ay)
‘SIS8IBIUL S, BIpU) WAy, o1 A7)
-[1qRUL SAUITEA 29U 10] pegauy|

-S[UTsiunow uotjetadsexa sy
BRIV apBR,
2 TeuoL3al v spIemo) sda)s
|71 sureatiduion ydaoxo T Loy
Ured 01 BUriou saey £a1) sos
SELIUNGD 3SAUY "UOTIRAISIY U
PApua ATUO SRl RYURT 11 pue
USOPEIRURY M $v.LJ a1edudos

SUIARY JO UlEAID 8 PeqrUIRIST
PTBS ALIN0S Uelpuy
UE "YIOM joU pIp (eydeg) juaus
BAITY GPRI], [ETIUSLaJ0I] BISY
oS 9] usas Aym ST eYL T8

AITRE JI0FFY Y3 ag pInom e1puf
1ey) saATanaad 11 se “apra) aag
SPIBMO) BA0W AI9AD JIBMI) O}
ST Ad1[od 8, PROEIIE[ST "PUR[OISEM
£ 0} dIeES paonpal SRY eIpd]
UIw UGTSSESGU S URISIE],,
UMop 1
10Ys sey URISIved Ing eIpuf 0}
S{qQTssaioe sorqndad ue1sy (e
LB 811 A¥BW pINOM SpR) 1[ons
PUE 10DI0g qeSea, eyl y3noay)
OPEI]  DUELISAG  MOT[E  Plom
STUL "BIDUT pu® uvisDRg itm
HULT 8P pURLIaas UB[NSUBLIY
¥ pasodoid sey K1un oo Joguus
OUCBE B 10U UBSTURYS[Y
“Heads-arqnop s
0o ensst §1g e Bunyeur jou
ST USASMOL HIPU] QLM ) 10

U Uone31(0 UR ST YLUM "BIpUT
N1 SNIRIS (NAN) UOTINN padno
AR IS0 SUTIURIE o anoeag]
UL Juswaieys S[HUIS B OPRUl 3090
SBYQ I 8WT) alles oUl 1Y urisiue
-UBIV puR ysapkisuey EUBRT
LIS UM SYL 1BI8IR[Y Loy
01 dUTha) £q U0z apeL) 23a] B Jo
Waouod 8y Fuwy20 S aundad
JELIBUSNIA 241 SIURISUT J0,
BUOTIOTRRD)
-UI0J 30 [N S1 WL o) Buipaosoe
Kotrod spea) (PuoTded s, DegeIe]
ST A[I6D TueIsijed dupeal v ur
[SNEeYD) Urppnyiqes I1sruotosa
Bajou a10am apdood ayy fro sy
-1y Lerd o3 Anstur aadsuno
3.URISIHRS JOF $TO01 JUD UDAUG:)
180w ayy sdeyaod aav siusu

-ad8e apul ], TeTjLWBRUn ATpIRY
BTV SHOLL] §0WIEaT JELIBYS A
B} ‘SIATOSTUOY) STURISIYed O],
«6(A007 Arenue( 10]
peTnnayds) 1ITWUWNS peqeuesy
a(1) 10] Fu103 guied(ep I91STUTA
SWILIg Ul juied aul ST 1BYM.,
(PrOTe SULIAPUDM SL 1YT3(] MAN
IBPUCM ON CWEAID JUBISID ®©
SHOCT JBUL MON "Z007 1aquiaoa(]
A JUSWAAIER BUDY PRI, s8]
2IRRG Hedp B Jo uoydope oy
JUISTOIT UOTIRIZ[I0D B UITM Pa
DU TIIING DPUBIYIRY 2y,
"HOTI0aI0NId
0] PaNIRIIIRS Uaaq ATSnotastd
Py yym s1onpoad a1am osoyL
IS eanndau,, oyl uo Apwal
1B Aloa oIysm AURW Papryoul

v A

SOJREAlAP TURISINE AU) £q SUOT:
018l YJANBIIIUEND JO [wAOWE
21 104 posodoad spood jo 1s1]
¥ oL AN0f HO1S,, B pOj[ED $20IN0s
ueTpu]  leym pamd  uelst
-qed ‘¥aoM ISE| NPUBLIYIEY Ul
PIAY SHEL [948] TRTONJO L) 1Y
"BATSI[2 PAULBLIRI UOTH
A1 B} Ul YUOZ aprRl] 881 B JO
UWEAIP 94 AJdBNUBP UT JIUWNS
NPUBIIGIRY 3} 1B GPRW SIUATT
-AIRIS  WWD0s  adsag  (Juoay
adEeg al un pavaddey paoad
-X8 #U3 ‘7007 Jo [onw ysnoays
IS0 Yora pade] uelsiyed pue
BIPUT JO safune gL HT1IHM

hﬁﬁE%@Z YA TN
LInpoogueN ueiepn

=

HF HINDUSTAN TME.

R

i\ © >
- UIEQLP JUBISIP & JUOZ IPLI} 99 IS SoMeUI e g



\ By Amit Baruah
NEW DENgI, NOV. 2. India today said that the
final meeting of the fourth round of dis-
cussions under the South Asian Preferential
Trade Agreement {SAPTA) in Kathmandu
had not made any headway on account of
the attitude adopted by Pakistan.

As India has previously linked economic
progress under the SAARC umbreila to the
Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee's travelling to
Islamabad for its summit in January, the
remarks made by the Foreign Office
spokesman assurne importance.

Briefing presspersons, the spokesman
‘ said that ai the October 30-Novemper |
meeting, Pakistan offered 250 items for tar-
iff concession, but of these 146 were found
to be on the “negative list” for trade with
india.

This, he said, was nothing but a reflection
of Tslamabad's "duplicitous double stan-

& No progress in Kathmandu
c&q‘ﬁ round of SAPTA talks: India

dards” towards SAARC and the future of re-
gional economic cooperation.

Referring to the situation prevailing earli-
er, he maintained that of the 248 items of-
fered by Pakistan up till the third round, 73
were on the "negative list” for trade with
India. In all, he claimed that of the 5,500
items placed on the concessional list under
the SAPTA framework, as many as 3,000
had heen offered by India.

According 10 him, the deliberations in
Kathmandu revealed that Pakistan was of-
fering “tokenism"” as a substitute for sub-
stance. India, however. was prepared to
have more engagement with Pakistan on
£CONeImic issues.

If Pakistan had provided a meaningful
list, then progress could have been made at
the meeting.

It may be recalled that the SAARC sum-
mil meeting in January as well as the For-
eign Ministers’ session in August had called

e

Jor specdy progress not just under SAPTA,

but also in moving towards SAFTA.

There appears to be little doubr that Pa-
kistan has provided India with a first-class
excuse if New Delhi were to decide against
the Prime Minister travelling to Istamabad.

Asked if there was any “deadline” for in-
dia to respond to the dates proposed hy
Pakistan for the SAARC summirt in Islama-
bad, the spokesman said no deadlines ap-
plied ro such things.

In a separate development, he said the
Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group
{CMAG) decision to keep Pakistan sus-
pended from the councils of the Common-
wealth was a “welcome decision”,

It was welcome because it showed that
the Commonwealth and the international
community wanted the retumn of true de-
mocracy — as opposed to a caricature — in
Pakistan.

y 3 NO 108



anka, LTTE talks
_inch ahead -

A

';/-\/ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA He said there had been growing tension between the

government troops and the LTTE over implementation
NAKHON PATHOM (Thailand}, Nov. 2. — Making of the ceasefire that went into effect on 23 February. The
steady progress in the peace talks, the Sri Lankan gov- key rehabilitation committee will be in charge of devel-
ernment and LTTE today agreed on military de- oping north and east Sri Lanka. The committee
escalation and finalised a 19-member panel of /-/ panel will report to the negotiating delegations

. top military officials to carry out the task and will have a secretariat based in Kilinochi,

! that would also include demining in the is- the Tigers’ headquarters in the north.

i land's northern and eastern regions. , 2, A US-based Tamil academic is expected

i On the penultimate day of the Norway- f-“- : to be the director of the panel, an official
sponsored four-day negotiations here, the | said. The committee will meet later this
two sides also agreed to set up another month to identify projects that require
committee Lo oversee development of funding from international donors.

. areas ravaged by nearly 20 years of eth- ! LTTE chief negotiator Anton Balasing-

i nic conflict. “We are giving highest im- { ham said he was optimistic aboul peace
portance” to the 19-member panel which ¥ as “there is remarkable progress in the
will include nine military officials from discussions” held so far. In another de-
each side and a Norwegian member to velopment, President Chandrika Ku- |
work on the process of de-escalation, said maratunga has accused the government
Mr GL Peiris, Sri Lanka’s chief negotiator. | ¥ of seeking to strip her of powers relating

" The panel will also look into the withdraw- to national security and instead asking her
al of government troops from “High Security to head a panel to monitor preventive meas-

. Zones” besides tackling demining. ures against pollution, a report said. :

While the government team will be led by defence ; Fundraising meet: Ten nations, including |
secretary Mr Austin Fernando, the LTTE team will be Britain, Japan, Canada and France, have confirmed .
headed by SP Thamilselvan, a former guerilla command-  they will attend & conference in Norway this month to |
er. The panel is expected to hold its first meeting at raise funds for rebuilding Sri Lanka’s war-ravaged !
Omanthai in Sri Lanka’s northern province. northeast, the Daily News said, adds AP. :

Mr Peiris said the appointment of Mr Fernando to Ammnesty plea: Amnesty International today urged
head the team reflected the government’s sertousness the government to set up an independent body to inves-
in approaching the issue of de-escalation. tigate charges of tarture by police and armed forces. e

_ . -
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No ‘substance’ for talks

at Sfdarc
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O

TIMES NEWS NETWORK G 7

New Delhi: The Prime Minister answered Pak-
istani criticism that [ndia was dragging its feet on
the Saarc summit on Saturday when he said; “We
do not want to trivialise the association through a
summit without substantive content, Let us, there-
fore. first talk of substance before we start focusing
on dates,”

Mr Vajpayee’s remarks at the combined com-
manders’ conference of the armed forces here on
Saturday comes in the wake of Pakistan proposing
January 11 to 13 as dates for next year’s Saarc sum-
mit.

Stressing that India’s position that regional co-
operation in South Asia should not be held hostage
by bilateral and political differences between mem-
ber countries, he said New Delhi had consistently
advocated economic cooperation and cultural ex-
changes as ameans of creating a climate conducive
for political reconciliation.

Alerting the security forces against “unexpected
targets and tactics” of terrorists, he pointed out
that chemical and biological weapons could “fall
into the hands of non-state actors”. He made it
clear that India would not hold talks with Pakistan
while “terrorist guns are held to our heads,"” and
added that most countries have accepted the valid-

meet,

says PM

1 ity of India’s position that “we
can have a meaningful dialogue
only if cross-border terrorism
ends".

On the decision to pull back
troops from the international
border with Pakistan, Mr Vaj-
payee said: “Our military mobil-
isation sharply forussed interna-
tional attention on the ravages of
terrorism.” He told the meeting.
also attended by Deputy Prime
Minister L X, Advani, defence minister George Fer-
nandes and external affairs minister Yashwant 8in-
ha, that the internationat community has now ac-
knowledged that the brutal kiliings in Jammu and
Kashmir “is not a freedom struggle but naked ter-
rorism driven by Pakistan”.

Praising the armed forces for their role during
the troop mobilisation after the NDecember 13 attack
on Parliament, the PM said India’s engagement
with the international community over the past
year had made it absolutely clear that the world
should come together either 1o persuade or coerce
Pakistan to stop cross-border terrorism. Simulta-
neously, India and Pakistan must sit together bilat
erally to resolve all issues between themr?Including
Jammu and Kashmir.

A.B. Vajpayee

“HE TIMES OF D
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, 0CT. 26. India today
rejected Pakistan's contention

" that it was impairing the ap-

. proaching SAARC conference in
. Islamabad and suggested that a
substantal agenda for action
should first be finalised before

meet.

New Delhi had always advo-
. cated closer economic and cul-
(ural ties among neighbouring
countries. But no regional sum-
mit to further economic ties
could succeed without a firm
plan of action.

“ft has always been India's
posifion that regional conpera-
tion in South Asia should not be
| held hostage by bilateral polid-

cal differences between mem-
“ber countries.  We  have
consistently  advocated  eco-
nomic cooperation and cultural
exchanges as a means of pre-
paring a climate conducive for
political reconciliation. But we
have reached a strange situa-
tion where every worthwhile
proposal for economic cooper-
ation i being systematicaily
sabotaged on irrational fears
and poiitical  considerations.

»~Not_impairing

agreeing on firm dates for the

Then we are told we are drag-
ging our feet on dates for the
summit,” the Prime Minister,
Artal Behari Vajpayee, said while
addressing the combined com-
manders’ conference of the
armed forces here today.

The Prime Minister’s remarks
come davs before senior Indian

- TTE Y Say g
4

[y

officials are due to leave for
Kathmandu to hold dejibera-
tions on the agenda for the
SAARC meet, which Islamabad
says could be held in early Janu-
ary. India is insisting on solid
progress on the agenda, espe-
cially SAARC Area Preferential

Trade Arrangement [SAPTA),
2 7 n Fals S
: Vol ,f T?

SAARC meet: PIVI —

the forerunner to a free trade ar-
rangement  between member
countries (SAFTAL Only a posi-
tive evaluation could result in
Mr. Vajpavee travelling 1o Pakis-
tan for the conference, sav se-

nior officiais.
‘No taiks till Pak. stops
terrorism’: Page 8
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In ia, Pak lock
<Vhorns over

!
!
i
|
|
|
!

/ e Saarc dates \*

O rPormcai Bureau
TTTUUNEW DEMI 24 DOIOBER

f BE brewing row over the
dates for the forthcoming
Saarc summit is threaten-

ing ta overwhelm the summit it-
self. The mevitable war of words
between India and Pakisian have
spilt over into the multilateral re-
latienship, with India on Thuts-
day dismissing the charge that iis
officials were deliberately creat-
ing confusion over the dates.

“There is absolutely no confu-
sion as far as India is concerned,”
the MEA spokesman said an
Thursday. “'Dates are not fi-
nalised,” he added. The Pakistan
foreign atfice on Wednesday an-
nounced the dates of the summis
asheingbetween 11 and 13 Jan-
uary.

There appear to be several is-
sues at play here. Firsy, technical-
Yy, though the dates have indeed
been announced, they have tobe
confirmed by all the Saarc coun-
tries, otberwise the dates donot
stand.

India's participation is assured
but New Diethi wanted to delay
announcing . However, with
Digvijay Singh and George Fer-

nandes blowing the whistle, i
has fallen to the ot of the {oreign
office to continue with confusion
as a diplomatic wal, regardless of |
the changed situation. l
The reasons for India waiting !
until laier are several. Sirst, New !
Dethi wants to get a feel of the
kind of government that will1ake l
over in Pakistan, Pakistai is, ac- !
cording to Indian assessments, |
entering another phase of insta- |
bilivy and unceriainty. Therefore, |
India wants to watt and see how |
the inernal situation develops in |
Pakistar: before taking adecision. |
Second, Pakisian has opposed
the meeting of the working
group on SAPTA, which India |
finds as being couter-produc- |
tive. This prompsed {oreign min- |
ister Yashwartt Sinha to say the !
summil shovld have something i
concrete to olfer, and not just be |
an occasion “o see each oibet's |

faces.” j

This is where India suspects |

Pakistan of using the multitaterat
forvm of the Saarc as a photo-op
and then push for bilateral dia- |
Iogue. It is this wariness that has |
led the Tndian government to ;
hold back on announcing s par- f

ticipatian. /
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India’s terms for attending SAARC meet

By Qur Diplomatic
Correspondent

.
NEW DELHI, OCT. 23. india has
made attendance in the sched-
uled SAARC summit in Islama-
bad next year conditional on
solid progress being made on
economic cooperation  agree-
ments  within  the regional
grouping.

"There has to be something
concrete o show as far as pro-
gress on SAPTA and SAFTA are
cancerned,” the sources said,
adding that crucial meetings at
the official level are to rtake
place next week in Kathmandu.

The Commerce Secretary, Di-
pak Chatterjee, would travel to
Nepal for a meeting of the
SAARC Commitiee on Econom-
ic Cooperation, sources said.
Other interactions are  also
scheduled.

For some time now, India has
pointed to other SAARC mem-
bers rhat Pakistan was holding
Up pProgress on greater econoim-
ic conperation. They acknowl-
cdged that a formal letter was
received last month from Pakis-
tan through lhe SAARC Secre-
tariat in Kathmandu proposing
January 11-13 as dates for the
summit meeting.

After India makes an assess-

>

ment of the progress at the
Kathmandu meetings, a deci-
sion would be taken whether or
not ihe Prime Minister, A.B. Vaj-
pavee, will ravel 1o Islamabad
for the SAARC summit. The
sources maintained that India
was likely to decide next month
whether or not the dates were
suitable for the Prime Minister
to visit Pakistan.

They made it plain that India
was concerped aboult the possi-

bility of high-intensity “terrorist
strikes” in the run-up tw the
SAARC summit or even during
the course of the meeting,
Such a concern, clearly, is a
real one given the fact that Pa-
kistan-based terrorist groups
have been targeting innocent
civilians both within and out-
side Jammu and Kashmir,
Asked whether some coun-
tries had sent in their consent to
the dates proposed by Pakistan,

the sources replied in the af-
firmative. They also painted out
to the fact that no government
had taken shape in Pakistan as
yet and New Delhi way stll
watching the situation.

There is litile doubt that giv-
en the “high-voltage” media
coverage being given 1o Pakis-
tan, India and the SAARC sum-
mit, “this controversy will no
die down il New Delhi dedi
one way or the other.”

- - — —— A

B

o )

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, 0CT. 23. Pakistan today accused India
of trying to create 'confusion’ about the SAARC
Summit scheduled 1o be held here.

The spokesman of the Pakistan Foreign Office,
Aziz. Ahmed Khan, asserted that Isfarnabad had
already proposed ta the SAARC Secretariat Janu-
ary 11-13 next as dates for the summit and duly
conveved it 0 all the member states.

tlc was responding to reports in the
media regarding the dates of the meeting.

[t is for the second time in less than a week that
Islamnabad has gone public about its proposal w0
held the summit in the second week of January.
last weck the Pakistan Foreign Office bad
claimed tha/tw decision about holding it here in

[ndia

N 12

Bid to create confusion, says Pak.

Tanuary was taken in August at the meeting of the
SAARC Foreign Ministers. The spokesman said
that at this meeting in New York on September
14, on the sidelines of the United Nations General
Assembly, Islamabad proposed January 11-13 as
the dates for the summit. He had claimed that the
Foreign Ministers agreed to get back 1o the
SAARC Secretariat about their consent by Sep-
tember 23. The statement issued by Mr, Khan
today was in response to the supposed com-
ments made by the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, accusing Pakistan of ‘repeatedly
postponing” SAARC meetings.

Calling Mr. Sinha’s remarks “misleading and
unwarranted,” he said in the staterment that, “ob-
viously Indian officials were trying to create con-
fusion in a matter, which was quite clear.”

LI cne s
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/\\ “/SAAR(‘ Retreat \/

That defence minister George Fernandes c:hould ave
deemed it fif to give prifme minjister Vajpayee a cleardnee
{0 go to Islamabad for the SAARC summit in January
2003 indicates how far the regional organisation has
drifted from its original charter Whether we like it or
not, SAARC has, in fact, become a platform for raking up
bilateral issues — particularly between India and
Pakistan. This is underscored by the fact thaf the defence
minister. instead of the external affairs ministry, has
taken the lead in the matter; in effect tagging the SAARC
summit with cross-border terrorism and resumption of
the Delhi-Islamabad dialogue. Nearly 20 years after it
was founded, SAARC is being reduced to irrelevance not
only because it has remained hostage to India-Pakistan
tensions but also hecause all seven members are ico
mired in domestic discord to find time for meaningiul
regional cooperation. The fault lies not with the vision of
SAARC; economic development through more trade and
business enabling all seven couniries to grow rich
together is a comimendable objective in a region that is
home to the largest population of the world’s poor.
However, though regional cooperation is essential for
economic ematcipation, neither India - the self-
proclaimed regional superpower -- nor the other
memhers have moved closer tfowards SAARC’s
objectives. How can India motivate neighbourhood
vooperaticn when it cannot get two states within the
Unjon to agree on sharing Cauvery waters? Pakistan is
far too obsessed with India and keeping the Kashmir
dispute alive to start a dialogue on new areas of cooper-
ation.sBangladesh, aithough floating on oil and gas and
blessed with the potential for an economic boom, is in the

grip of fundamentalist parties with links to terror |

groups; their competitive politics has made the country
a haven for Islamic militants and other lawiess elements,

such as arms smugglers. Nepal, which launched a
democratic experiment less than 12 years ago, is caught
between monarchic revival and a Maoist uprising. In Sri
Lanka, efforts to end the Tamil-Sinhala war are making
rapid progress, but the power struggle between president
Chandrika Kumaratunga and prime minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe can wreck political stability. In short,
SAARC is going nowhere. Every SAARC summit is
marked by a retreat when the leadership takes a break
from on-stage deliberations. With SAARC in a state of
suspended animation, it would perhaps be best for all
member countries to have an extended retreat tfo
introspect before they even think of another summit.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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O\ By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, 0CT. 18. The decision
> pull back troops from the
border by India and Pakistan is
a “very welcome develop-
ment”” and a “very major step
in the right direction”, the
United States Ambassador to
India, Robert Blackwill, said
here today.

Talking to The Hindu, Mr.
Blackwill said the U.S. had
hoped for months that such a
“substantial de-escalatory
step” would take place. “We
were worried that an incident
could occur and you could
have escalation.”

In response to questions, he
said the elections in Jammu
and Kashmir weye “positive,
credible, successful” and the
1.5, had made this clear in
public. “But, of course, we
hope, and it's my impression
that the Government of India
has the same view, that the
quality of governance for the
ordinary citizens of J&K can he
substantially improved.” He
hoped that in the context of the
de-escalation, the [&K elec-
tions and the naming of a new
Pakistani Prime Minister soon,
a dialogue would begin be-
tween [ndia and Pakistan,

The U.5. was expressing its
preference on what should be
done, just as India did about
American policies, he said and
called for a “sustained, serious,

PRt
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/iy *shéBEQfBT |
" India-Pak. talks

Robert D. Blackwill
India-Pakistan dia-
logue. The U.S. could not “de-

specific”

cide outcomes’ on the issues
that divided the South Asian
neighbours.

Asked it Washington had a
view of a final Kashmir settle-
ment, Mr. Blackwill said: “Nao.
That question can only be an-
swered by the Governments of
India and Pakistan. There are
no blueprints in Washington...
no maps... no prescriprions in
Washingion on this score.”

He was all for the resump-
tion of sporting and people-to-
people contacts between India
and Pakistan. “These are not
high politics. People getting on
trains going back and forth;
meeting their relatives on the
other side of the iine.. thesc
will be useful steps.”

identical views: Page 11
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-""ﬁétes not yet
finalised for |
SAARC meet i

X
By Our Diplomatic Ym :

L‘\? ‘(\/"’ Correspondent t“* :

NEW DELHI, OCT. 17, }ndia\w Y
clarified that no dates had as yet :
been finalised for the Sourh
Asian Association for Regional i
Cooperation (SAARC) summit
in Islamabad in January 2003,

The matter would be consid- .
ered alter the dates are final-
ised, the new Foreign Office .
spokesman said.

When the Minister of Stare
for External Affairs, Digvijay
Singh, was asked about the mat- |
ter, he reportedly told a televi-
sion channel that the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
would travel ta Islamabad for
the SAARC meeting.

Separately, the Minister for
External Affairs, Yashwant Sin-
ha, was quoted by PT] as saying
that Mr. Vajpayee would £0 10
the SAARC summit if it was
held. A decision on whether Mr.
Vajpavee would rravel 1o Islg- |
mabad would be taken ar the
“appropriate time,” Mr. Sinha
said. ‘

“If the SAARC summit is held,
the Prime Minister will definite-
ly attend it. But the summil
shoutd have an abjective and it
should not be jusl to see each |
other's faces,” he said. ;

Mr. Sinha said there had been
no progress in SAARC on ac-
count of the “rigid stand” taken
by Pakistan. “If there is no pro-
gress there is no point in hold-
ing the summit,” |

India has legitimate concerns |
about Pakistan standing in the
way of implementing the South
Asian Preferential Trade Agree-
ment  (SAPTA) and maoving
ahead with the South Asian Free
Trade Area (SAFTA).

It appeared that if a decision
was taken that the Prime Minis- h
ter should not travel (o lslama-
bad then the timeframe agreed
to address different issues by
the SAARC Foreign Ministers in
Kathmandu in August might be-
rome a factor.

As far as the dates for rhe
meeting are concerned, India
had propesed a “band of dates”
that all future summits should
take place in January - begin-
ning with the meeting i Isla-

mahad. /
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By Our Staff Correspondent X\

© JAIPUR, SEPT. 21. The ninth inter-

" pational

canference  of the

" Sauth Asian Association for Re-

" gional

Cooperation  in Law

C [SAARCLAW)Y began bere on Fri-
« day with a call 1o bring a degree
o of uniformity in laws in SAARC
L countries 10 promote inferac-
. tion, facilitate entreprenewrship

and protect the human and so-

¢ cial rights of their citizens.

The three-day canference an

! the themie "Law as an instru-
fment of social and econamic

" the

change” was being attended by
a gataxy of legal luminaries trom
South Asia, including the Chief
Justices of Supreme Courfs of
SAARC countries, except
Bangladesh. Over 80 delegates

AARC fo

P i
have come fic @Jutside India
to participate ij the meet.

They discusged various as-
pects of the role'of law in bring-
g  about  socio-gconomic
chianges in the South Asian re-
gion that has cultural affinity
and a common historical heri-
tage. The SAARC region, which
has 20 per cent of the world
popufation, has been confront-
ing new challenges on the legal
front during the last decade fol-
lowing globalisation of
eCOnoty.

The subjects being discussed
include new perspectives of
cutporate  governance, interi-
wining of faw and socio-eco-
nomic  change, methods  of
alternative dispute resolution,
direction of judicial review and

degreé 0

judicial activism, and dialectics
and dilemma of environment
and growth. The objective of the
meet was to find a credible legal
vehicle and framework fer pol-
icies of the SAARC countries.
The Chief Justice of India,
Justice B.N. Kirpal, inaugurating
the conference, called for rein-
terpretation, tecasting and
change of laws that were out of
tune with the globalised scena-
tio. “The liberalisation de-
mands  changes in  the
redundant laws and the recent
technological revolution neces-
sitates creation of new laws."”,
He said the problems of the
people of SAARC, such as pov-
erty, illiteracy, malnutrition and
poor public utilities could be
solved only by affirmative pol-

g

f unifor%, L[L.laws

icies of their Governments with
an optimal combination of law
and changes in society. “A sys-
temic change will alsn alleviate
social tensions.”

The president of the SAAR-
CLAW and Secretary, Ministry
of Justice, Sri j.anka, Dhara Wi-
javatilake, said the inreractions
of the legal fraternity of South
Asia would help identify com-
mon issues and evolve solu-
tions, She said the SAARCLAW
had been established with the
aim of building up trust ad
couperation among the mem-
ber countries, even as there was
room: for greater crealivity.

The Rajasthan regional sub-
chapter of SAARCIAW — the
second in the couniry — was al-
50 formally faunched.

NSV

YT LINDG



SAARC: Pak willing but India isn’t

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD. SEPTEMBER 23

L"a;

EVEN AS PM Atal Behari
Vajpayee was nol-committal
'f about attending the SAARC
| summit in Pakistan next vear,
11 Islamabad today said &t was
| hopeful that all members
would participate in the meet,

The dates for the summit
were being finalised and “we
hope ail member states who
are interested In  making
SAARC a success would be at-
tending,” Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice spokesman Aziz Ahmed
Khansaid.

PM Vajpayec, whoisona  expresstheirviews. “If the ideas
visit to Maldives, said “the dates  arc submitted in a formal meet-
for the summit arc being con-  ing we have to lock at sugges-
sidered by us ' tions and re-

and  we spond.”
shall con- Reacting
vey  our to Vaj-
views  in ~payee’s  re-
duc course.” marks that In-
On the dia has no
reported plans to
Indizn. hold  talks
proposal with  Pak-
to make istan gven aftér
SAARC the Jammu and
an active Kashmir polls as
forum to there was no change in Pak-

istani stand, Khan alleged In-
dia was dishing out excuses

fight terrorism, he said all
member states have the right

n
74

to avoid talks.

“Pakistan’s stand through-
out is that there should be re-
duction of tension. There is
need peaceful resolution of is-
sues, need fora dialogue and a
permanent durable solistion to
Kashmyir jssue in accordance
with the wishes of Kashmiri
people. This has been Pak-
stan’s stand throughout and
we will continue to remain firrn
onit,” Khan said.

“I do not see a change in
India’s stand. They still con-
tinue to threaten and deploy
forces, believe in policy of in-
timidation and avoid dia-
logue.” Khan said.

CEP 2002
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~ SAARC full agenda seems
oo to be elusive

By Amit Barw

| NEW DELHS, AUG. 29. 15 being able

! o meet ogether an

s achievement? Or is imparting

Coontent 1o smeetings mare

Cimportant? Senior diplomats

- attending the recent SAARC

s Councid of Ministers meeting

¢ in Kathmandu tock the view
that the very fact that the
SAARC summit took place in

- lanuary and the Poreign

- Ministers met last week is in

. iselt an achievement.

The fact that the SAARC
| process was derailed following
! the October 1899 coup in
: Pakistan is well known. it
! taok nearty three years for the
! SAARC presidency 1o pass
! from Sri Lanka in 1998 1o
. MNepal in 2002 - the Lth
1 SAARC sumrnit was held in
i Colombo in July 1998 and the
¢ 11th in Kathmandu in fune
- 2002,

While meeting in itself is
“welcome, what about the
content of the declarasions
- that are issued from time to
©time by the wise men and

women of South Asia? That
the SAARC process is weak in
cottent and SAARC leaders
are contemt to tread the
beaten path was evident from
the fact that the formal
meetings anended by the
Foreign Ministers and the
Foreign Secretaries tended to
last for but a few hours - a

full-agenda seemed to be
elusive.

“There is no need for the
Fareign Secretaries and the
Foreign Ministers to meet for
two full days each. All these
meetings can be telescoped
inte one-day affaivs,” a
diplomat who has been
associated with the SAARC
process for fong said. "After
all. we are poor countries and
it costs a Jot of money o host
these meetings,” the diplomat
added.

It is instructive to look at
some of the detailed
declarations issued by the
SAARC leaders opver the years.
A1 the 11th SAARC suminit
held in january this year, the
teader satd: “The Heads of
State or Government
reaffirmed their comumitiment
to the promatian of mauatual
trust and understanding and,
recognising that the aims of
promoting peace, stability,
arnd amity and accelerated
50C10-8CONOMIC CO-0PEeration
may best be achieved by
fostering good neighbourdy
refations, relieving tensions
and building canfidence,
agreed that a process of
informal consuliations could
prove useful in this regard.”

While the declaration in
Kathmandu is
unexceptionable, this is what
South Asian leaders said after
the 10th summit held in

Colombo in 1898; “The Heads
of State ot Gavernment
reitevated their commitment
1 the pramotion of mutuat
trust and understanding and,
recognising that the alms of
promoting peace, stabifity and
amity....”” And, this is what the
Ninth summit declaration
said in Male in 1997 "The
Heads of State or Government
recalled their commiment w
the promotion of mutual toust
and understanding and,
recognising that the abms of
promoting peace, stability and
amity....” Clearly, what we are
seeing here is a case of more
of the same,

Once agreed upon, the
diplomats of the SAARC
countries are quite content to
repeat the same formulation
by altering a word here or
thete.

Negotiating {resh
phrasealagy would require
considerable time and effont
and so repetition s an eusy
way aut.

The people of South A«a
deserve better, I regional
cooperation has W have
meaning, SAARC must have
more Content.

Here, economic content is
mast important - will SAARC
be able to agree on an
eventual economic union? (.
is the organisation
condemned to repeating the
same phirases year atier vear?
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he latest meeting df SAARC Foreign
Ministers, held n Kathmandu the
other day, once more brings us face
to face with the problems of the

South Asian Association for Regionat
Cooperation. Saarc has not a great deal o its
credit, despite all the meetings that have
taken place under its banner since 1985.
when it was launched with high expectation.

Its depressing vuinerability to bilateral
disputes in the region has been
revealed again  and  again,
principally but not exclusively Indo-
Pak disputes. Yet the ministers and
heads keep meeting.

Clearly, despite all the problems,
they find it worth their while to get
together periodically. Normally,
Saarc meetings generate con- |
siderable goodwill and genuine
intent to move ahead and
strengthen cooperation in  the
region. However, conference-room
friendliness has proved evanescent
and has seldom been transformed
into any kind of sustained policy.
Even so, despite repeated disap-
pointments, nobody is ready to give
Saarc its final quietus.

Saarc was boin at a time when
regional organisations had acquired
a new prominence. Countries were
banding together 1o pursue their
collective interests. and for any
country (0 be without access to any
such grouping seemed risking being
teft out in the cold. The Association
of South East Asian Natjons was the
big example o be emulated, serving
as a direct stimulus to South Asja.,

Much has happened since then
and advancing globalisation reguires coun-
tries 1o seek new partners and adopt new
strategies but the basic rationale for bodies
like Saarc remains valid,

Another part of it, necessarily unstated, is
the wish of the smaller countrigs to pool their
strength in dealing with the regional super
power, India. The idea is to develop a
regional collectivity which could restrain and
influence New Delhi. There is a vague
parallel in the relations between Asean and
China. The apprehension that the others
might “gang up” against us has meant that
Saarc has always had its Indian detractors.

Also, India has been careful fo insist from

the start on a decision-
making  procedure
that does not expose
it, or any other

wide angle

. Saarc limps

cannot  leave  them
mmune,

They may not be
able to do much o

member,  to the

pressure of the rest
working as a group.
The secretary-general has only limited
cxecutive authority. Saarc thus does not
impose decisions on its membership: it can

SALWMAH BAIDAR

cool things down but
they have tricd.
notably at a summit a
few years, to make an effort 1o let Saarc
evolve into a forum where regional dispures
could be diseussed informally. That initiative

Indian Fareign Minister Yashwant Sinha shakes hands with Pakistani Foreign Minister Inamu! Haq after the opening

caremony of Saarc’s ministerial meeting in Kathmandu last week. — AFP

cxhort, urge. persuade. bul it cannot insist.

The lack of any real substance in the
Kathmandu conference has revived calls for
us 10 turm away from Saare and concentrate
on hilateral tics with other South Asian
countries.

This is seen us a way of freeing us from
Pakistan's stallfng and providing an
alternative route (¢ regional cooperation.
Bul the smaller countries that have taken the
injtiative in Saarc’s affairs would not wish to
see the organisation consigned to limbo,
They are all too aware of how developments
between India and Pakistan affect them:
nuclearisation. tension and the risk of war

came to nathing but it did reveal the views of
smaller members about the impact of
interdependence within the region and the
wiy problems between two members can
affect the entire group. The fact is that Souih
Asia is indeed linked in a number of ways
and there s no neat way of byvpassing this
reality.

Kathmandu once more focused attention
on the fong-established aim of establishing 4
South Asia Preferential Trading Avea
(Sapta), as a step towards u South Asin Free
Trade Area (Safta). Unfortunateh. this
eminently useful project secms o he on hold,
as a result of Indo-Pak prablems which huve

- ol

271 ane 0

nothing 1 do with South Asian trade.

Pakistan is unwilling to permit economic
cooperation with  India, even under
multifateral aegs, unless it gets some
satistaction on what it calls the “core issue™.
There are voices in Pakistan that see this as
damaging to their own interest and su they
call for a separation of their countrv’s
economic and political policies but the
political imperative 10 block such moves 1s
presently unshakeable,

In these circumstances. one s
reduced o looking for small
mercies at the Kathnrandu meeting.
The foreign ministers of India and
Pakistan met and  exchanged
" civilities,
© It says something about the
current state of relations that a
smile and a handshake between
them should have atfracted as much
attentiony s it did. Both made it
. plain that there was nothing more
i that transpired. no separate talk. no
dialogue.

Still, their civil tone was welcome
after the strident exchanges we have
been hearing for so long, India and
Pakistan remain in confrontation on
the border and we mayv have got
somewhat used 1o this situation but
it represents a danger thal cannot
be ignored. It's a pity the two
ministers were not able wo use their
presence in Kathmandu to talk
about it.

In a sign of continued
hopefulness about the praspects for
Saarc, the meeting decided to
accepl an Indian proposal that the
annual summit should take place in
January cach year, It was Rajiv Gandhi who
took the initiative in calling for annual rather
than bicnnial summits, to strengthen the
organisation.

Now there iy expectation that Mr
Vajpavee will altend the next one in
Islnmabad.

This shows that even iz its moribund state,
Saarc can serve uw useful purposc in
permitting communication and  exchange
between its members, There is thus every
reasen for India to persist with the effort 10
muke it a stronger and more effective body,

{The arihor is u former Foreign Secretan: )
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More than a photo-op

SAARC stake: regional co-operation could

Ay ‘1
Tisclearthat the cordiality and civility
between the foreign ministers of Pak-

istan and India extended bevond a photo
op at which both shook hands in an ap-
parently friendly manner. What is to be
welcomed is the substance of what has
been agreed upon at the SAARC Coungil
of Ministers’ meeting in Kathmandu and
the indication of the direction inwhich to
proceed infuture. Given the centrat issue
between Pakistan and India being cross-
border terrorism, or its alternate formiu-
lation from across the border, it is re-
markable that the ministers agreed to the
- Indian proposal to organise a SAARC
ministerial level meeting on terrorism.
Similarly, the agreement to a Pakistani
proposal tostrengthen the 1987SAARC
Convention an Terrorism is a parallel
- achievemnent, These could provide an av-
-jenue for future dialogue at the multilat-

™yeral levet to control and roll back terror-

~J ism in the region.

The challenge for Pakistan and India,
not to talk of the other members of
SAARC, would be 10 translate these
agreements into policy steps otherwise
the prevailing cynicism about the value of
SAARC as a vehicle for regional co-op-
eratton would perhaps deepen. This is
why it becomes important to ensure that
implementation of the South Asian Pref-
erential Trade Agreement is expedited.
Sitnilarly, the countries of the region,
need w move toward concluding the
South Asian Free Trade Agreement at

< help improve Indo-Pak relations A &

an early date. By agreeing to a block of
datesinJanuary next fora SAARCsum-
mit to be held in Pakistan, ndia hascon- |
veyed an implicit assumption that dia- |
logue at the level of the heads of |
governments of Pakistan and India may |
be possible. The prospects of anysuch di- |
alogue would no doubt be affected by the -
nafure and trend of developmentsonthe .
ground between now and then.

The controlling factor in this process
would be the winding down of terrorist
violence in J&K and successful elections
in the state free of any fear of violence.
Successtul elections also cannot be seen
as an end in itself, but only as a means to-

. ward governance by the elected repre-

sentatives of the people. At the same
time, developments within Pakistan, es-
pecially its progress toward the limited
democracy being permitted by the army,
would be the ather major factor. It is not
vet clear what form these developments
will take, but if the religious hardliners in
Pakistan gam in influence because of the
tussle for power between the army and
political leadership, the prospects of a
more peacefl future could recede
rapidly. New Delhi, therefore, bas tore-
main fully prepared against any worsen-
ing of the situation while preparing for a
better future. The coming months are
likely to be extremely crucial for the fu-
ture of the 1.3 billion people of the re-

~ gion. Islamabad has an opportunity of

the centtury to shape that future.

e
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KATHMANDU, AUG. 22. While favouring neu-
tral monitoring of the Line of Control, Pa-
kistan is not averse to considering the
Indian proposal of joint patrolling of the
LoC if tensions come down and confidence
is built between the two countries.

Addressing a largely Indian press corps,
the Pakistani Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, Inam-ul-Hag, wentout of his way to
call for the resumption of talks, saving that
the two countries must build up an atmo-
sphere of trust and confidence.

Pakistan, which had rejected the idea of
juint patrolling when put forward by the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, at Al-
maty on June 5, saw more merit in the pro-
pusal today even as Mr. Haq said there was
some confusion about the Indian suggesti-
Or11.

“The Indian Prime Minister did propose
that. The same day, we saw a statement
from Mr. (George) Fernandes saying that
there was no way a joint patrolling mecha-
nism could be established... In a sitwation
where more than a million men are staring
at each other across the LoC, it is rather
difficult to imagine a situation where they
will have sufficient confidence in each oth-
er to start joint patrolling,” he said.

By Amit Baruah .-" i~
Y 1 ¢- W’

“And, we don t eally see why the LoC
should not be mdpitored by a neutral
mechanism becauseithere has to be a cli-
mate of confidence between the two coun-
tries, a situation of normalcy before such
proposals can be seriously addressed... Let
us create a climate where the two countries
are talking to each other. Such proposals
can be examined once tensions go down

~Pak. not averse to joint patrolling

and confidence is built in both countries...
Mr. Haq said. The measured, reasonable
Mr. Haq answered all questions from the
Indian press with due deliberation. At the
back of his mind, he was probably aware
that the United States Deputy Secretary of
State, Richard Armitage, will arrive in New
Delhi tomorrow and then go to Islamabad.
See also Page 11

~ SAARC is different: Sinha

By Amit Baruah

KATHMANDU, AUG. 22. The External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, today said
that he would not speak on India-Pakis-
tan relations on Nepalese soil and re-
peatedly stressed that ties between New
Delhi and Islamabad should not hamper
the SAARC {South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation) process.

\ Disclosing that an Indian proposal to
have annuat SAARC summits in January
had been agreed upon, Mr. Sinha said
that for the next summit in Islamabad,
New Delhi had proposed that the meet-
ing be held anytime between January 5
and 20. The exact dates would be worked

out through diplomatic channels. In-
stead of having a debate on dates every
year, the SAARC Council of Ministers |
had agreed to recommend to the next
summmit that the Heads of State/Govern-
ment meet, say, from the second Mon-
day or second Saturday of January every
year.

Asked if the Prime Minister, Atal Beha-
i Vajpayee, would trave! 1o Pakistan if
cross-border terrorism continued, Mr. |
Sinha said that one should be able to |
distinguish between SAARC and India-
Pakistan issues. “You keep India-Pakis-
tan out of it,” he said at the end of the
two-day meeting of the SAARC Council
of Ministers.

23 15 201



Let’s not cloud SAA

‘-”L Ln\qﬂ}iy Amit Baruah \\\) A

KATHM%NDU. AUG. 22. The Fxter-
nal Aflairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha — here o attend the two-
day meeting of the SAARC
(South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation) Council of
Ministers — wnday declined to
comment on India-Pakistan is-
sues, siying that it had been [n-
dia's endeavour nat 1o ailow
bilaterai issues to thwart or
cloud the SAARC process.
When repeatedly plied with
questions on Indo-Pak. issues,
he pleaded with the press corps
to change rheir mindset and not
allow this mauer to cloud the
SAARC process. And on why he
had net met his Pakistani coun-
terpart, Mr. Sinha said bilateral
meetlings 100k place on the mar-
gins and it was not necessary
that all the Forcign Ministers
should meet on the sidelines.
Dispelling  (he impression

Y e st

that India was cut fo abstruct
the SAARC process, Mr. Sinha
sald New Delhi was fully com-
mitted to rthe regional organisa-
tion and wanted it to become a
“powerful instrument” of coop-
eration. Both the meeting of the
SAARC Counci! of Ministers as
well as the Foreign Secretary-
level discussions had taken
place in a cordial atmosphere
and no contentious issues were
raised.

India’s proposal that SAARC
organise a Ministerial meeting
on terrorism had been agreed
upan. A Pakistani proposal to
have a meeting of senior offi-
cials along with legal advisers to
draft an additional protocol to
the 1987 SAARC Convention on
Terrorism had also been agreed
upan. And the Ministerial meet-
ing would discuss the draft of
the additional protocol.

Mr. Sinha said thal the issue
of terrorism was dealt with

comprehensively by the SAARC
Council of Ministers. Asked
about the delay in the imple-
mentation of the South Asian
Preferential Trade Agreement
and agreeing upon the draft text
of the South Asian Free Trade
Agreement, he said India had
called for a speedy agreement
on both the issues. These were
the bedrock of cooperation as
far as the SAARC nations were
concerned. Mr. Sinha, who be-
gins a bilateral visit to Nepal
from tomorrow, will call on
King Gyanendra, the Prime
Minisier, the Home Minister
and hold talks with the Foreign
Secretary. A banguet will be
held in his honour by the Prime
Minister tomorrow.

The Minister, who leaves for
Dhaka on Saturday, has also
been meeting with a cross-sec-
tion of political leaders in Ne-
pal. Separately, the SAARC
Council of Minister received a

RC process: Sinha

Nepalese suggestion to hold a

mecting of senior officials im-
mediately after a swumit meet-
ing in order o draw up an

action plan on the decisions

taken at rhe summit. A state-

ment from Nepal, which ix the

current chair of SAARC, said this

evening: “A concept of troikal

core group at the senior officials

level from the past, presen and

future SAARC chairs has also

been put forward lo ensure

timely implementation and fol-

low-up on the decisionis) Ne-

pal has been asked to lurther

explore the concept of rroika/

core group and present it to the

next Councit of Ministers. The

proposal has also underiined

the need for augmenting the in-
stitutional  capacity of the
SAARC Secretariat ta enable it |
to respond adequately tw the

emerging challenges as regional
cooperalion activities gather

pace.”’
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Shut Off terror tap

hefore

Kathmandu: Asserting that in-
filtration and cross-border ter-
rorism were still continuing in
Jammm and Kashmir, Tndia on
Wednesday rejected Pakistan's

fresh offer for the resumption of

a dialogue without pre-condi-
tions, saving “appropriate con-
ditions™ for it did not exist.

“Imfiltration is continuing.
external affairs mitisw: Yash-
want Sinha told reportess on the
sidelines of the Saare iorsigin
ministers’ meet, which opened
here on Wednesday He added.
“We have said that Gen Pervez
Musharraf must fulfil his com-
mitments toend it. If it is not un-
der his control (to do so). he
should tell us clearly, so that we
can do something together”

Mr Sinha was reacting to the
remarks by Pakistan’s minister
of state for foreign affairs Ina-
mul Hagq that Islamabad was
“ready to start the dialogue to-
dav' if New Delhi agreed to it.

Mr Sinha said that India
would like Lo see evidence of the
fulfilment of the commitments

3e

talks, Pak |
told dt Saare meel’

which Gen Musharraf  had
made. “The appropriate condi-
tions for talks will arise anly
thereafter,” he said.

The Pakistan minister empha-
sised that while his country
hoped a dialogue would begin
soot1, 1t had to be held “without
any pre-conditions”. Conceding
that infiltration ~ould be taking
nlace from akistan, Mr Hag
said, “We have always said there
is e way absolutely o sean the
border Individuals, some rogue
elements and rencgades might
be erossing the Line of Control ™

Mr Sinha said he had ex-
changed pleasantries with Mr
Hag. “Civiiity is a sign of culture
and there is no reason for anvone
to depart from cultural traditions.
espectally for an Indian. There
was nothing more than that.”

Discounting the suggestion
that the friendly handshake
could be construed as breaking
the ice between India and Pak-
igtan, Mr Haqg said. “Tdon't think
thiere will be any bilateral dis-
cussions during this meet.” r1

2 2 AUG 2002
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‘Sinha rules out meeting
with Pak. counterpart

“1\ q By Amijt Baruah

KATHMANDU, AUG. 20. "We have
neither sent a request nor have
we received a request” for a
meeting with the Pakistani Min-
ister of State for Foreign Affairs,
tnam-ul-Hag, on the sidelines of
the SAARC Ministerial meeting,
the FExternal Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, said today.

In a brief chat with pressper-
sons, Mr. Sinha was responding
to a question on whether India
had received a request for a
meeling from the Pakistani side
or whether New Delhi was not
“entertaining” such requests.

Ruling out a meeting with Mr.
Haq, who also arrived in the Ne-
palese capital this evening, Mr.
Sinha said he would, however,
have bilateral meetings with
other Foreign Ministers, “We
have received some requesls
from SAARC Foreign Ministers
for bilateral meetings.”

Asked whether India-Pakistan
tensions had cast a shadow on
the SAARC, Mr. Sinha said under
the SAARC charter bilateral is-
sues are not 1o be discussed. All
bilateral issues, whether they

g Cudin

are Eelween India or Paklstan or
other countries, are to be kepl
outside. “Consequently, India-
Pakistan issues should not have
an impact on SAARC. What we
have to do regarding regional
cooperation must be accom-
plished urgently.” |

Separately. SAARC sources :
said they were pleased that the
work of the Association, which
had been badly hit in the after-
math of the coup in Pakistan,
had got going. “At least SAARC
Ministerial and summit meet-
ings are taking place,” they said,
pointing to the fact that the Ja-
nuary Kathmandu summit took !
place soon after the December
2001 arttack on India's Parlia-
ment House. They don't believe
any hurdles will crop up in hold-
ing SAARC meetings and are
hopeful that all countries will |
agree to the dates for the next '
summit in Pakistan. ‘

The Sri Lankan Foreign Min-
ister, Tyronne Fernando, will
not attend the summil on ac-
count of political compulsions
in Colombo. [nstead, the Depu-
ty Foreign Minister, Lal Gam-
age, is expected to attend.
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—SAARC to draft additional
protocol on terrorism

ﬂ’\ ”l“ &
KATHMANDU, AUG. 20. The Foreign Secretaries of the
seven SAARC nations have agreed to update the
1987 SAARC Regional Convention on Suppression
of Terrorism by drafting an additional protocol ta
the 15-vear-old agreement.

Talking to The Hindu 1oday, the Foreign Secre-
tary, Kanwal Sibal, said the convention would be
updated in the light of the U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1373 on ¢ombating terrorism and the
International Convention on Suppression of Fi-
nancing of Terrorism.

Mr. Sibal said a peed was felt to update this con-
vention and work on drafting the additional proto-
col would be done by the legal advisers o the
SAARC nations.

While SAARC has been criticised on many {ronts,
the 1987 Convenlion was quite ahead of its times
given the current focus on fighting terrorism after
the Septernber 11 attacks against the United States.

Mr. Sibal ~aid the Foreign Secretaries had alsg
discussed the possibility of having a networking
arrangemen: amoitg SAARC police chiefs, whose
third conference is to take place in Kathmandu at
the end of the month.

The police chiels are expected to discuss the
problem of terrorism in a comptrehensive manner,
including its linkages with drug trafficking, orga-
nised crime, money-laundering, human smuggling
and intolerance.

He said that a considerable amount of time was

By Amit Baruah

spent in the meeting on discussing ways and
means to alleviate poverty in the SAARC region.

Most delegations, he said, stressed on the impor- !

tance of implementing the South Asian Preferential

Trade Agreement (SAPTA} and agreeing on a South
Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) draft text. The :

SAARC nations, he said, had agreed to hold the
second meeting of the Committee on Economic
Cooperation in the third week of September o dis-

cuss the SAPTA draft text. Subsequently, they will ¢

meet at least once a month. The deadline for an

agreement is the end of 2002; it was extended by °

one vear in 2001.

On World Trade Organisation issues, the Foreign |

Secretaries agreed to hold a special session at the

level of Commerce Secretarics in Dhaka. Tt was also :
agreed ta set up a working group at the level of :

senior officials to discuss WTQ-related marters,

In response to the concerns expressed by SAARC |
delegations on health concerns such as HIV-AIDS, ©
India had offered to expand the scope of the Minis-

terial meeting on traditional medicing to address

such issues. Fresh dates would be proposed by [n-
dia for this meeting. In order 1o promote tourism in -

the SAARC rvegion, India had offered to host a se-
nior officials meeting and subsequently a Minis-
teriai meeting. Both the suggestions were accepied,
Mr. Sibal said.

He said the Foreign Secretaries had agreed to set

up an advocacy group of women personalities fromn

the SAARC region in order to address gender-relat-

ed issues.
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"No talks w1th Pak
on Saarc sulelmes

NEW DELHI, Aug. 19. — The
possibility of bilateral talks with
Pakistan on the sidelines of the
rwo-day Saarc meeting of foreign
ministers in Kathmandu has
been ruled out with India saying
the present climate s not condu-
cive to any such interaction.
“There is no question of meet-
ing the Pakistan minister of state
for foreign affairs, Mr Inamui
Haq, in the present circumstan-
ces, when infiltration from across
the border is continuing,” the ex-
ternal affairs minister, Mr Yash-
want Sinha said. Mr Sinha, who
leaves for Kathmandu tomorrow
to attend the 23rd Saarc minis-
terial meeting beginning on
Wednesday, sald Indo-Pak ties
have failed to show any better-
ment as Islamabad continued to
support cross-border terrorism,
Maintaining that no meeting
between Mr Sinha and the Paki-
stan minister at Kathmandu was
envisaged, officials said for any
diafogue tv resume. Pakistan
had to clearly deliver on its
pledges to permanently end

A, B

Mr Yashwant Sinha

cross-border terrorism and dis-
mantle terrorist infrastructure,
including training camps.

Mr Sinha would hold biateral
meetings with Nepal on 23 August
before flying to Dhaka for a two-
day official visit there beginning
on 24 Augast. The Saarc meeting
is expected to consider the dates
for the next summit scheduled to
be held n slamabad.

Officials said a host of region-
al issues are fikely to figure at the
two-day meeting, including ter-
rorism affecting the region. vari-
aus plans of action on media and
information, elc.
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Cloud on Pak |

Saarc s

PRANAY SHARMA

Kathmandu, Aug. 19: India
might skip the next Saarc sum-
mit scheduled to be held in Is-
lamabad in April if its strained
reiationship with Pakistan con-
tinues. Pakistan will be the cha-
irman of the forum next year.

Though the heads of govern-
ment of all the seven member-
countries traditionally attend
the summit, indications suggest
that unless there is a dramaric
improvement in bilateral ties, it
may have to he called off.

“We have never said we will
not attend the Saarc summit if it
is held at a particular capital,”
foreign secretary Kanwal Sibal
said, but argued that a “lot” de-
pends on the political situation.
“If the tensions continue, then it
may create a problem for India to
attend the summit.”

In the past, too, scheduled
summits had to be called off be-
cause of strained India-Pakistan
relations. The Saarc charter de-
mands that ali the heads of gov-
ernment of the member nations
attend. If any one of thern is un-
able to do so, it has to be resched-
uled. .

Sibal, who arrived here ves-
terday, attended the meeting of

the foreign secretaries of Saarc

nations today to streamline sev-
eral proposals, including a pro-
tocol on terrorism, issues relat-
ing to a chitdren’s development
and enhanced economic cooper-
ation among the South Asian
neighbours. The members also
stressed on setting a deadline for

ummit’

b Q/’E}%
implementation oft the South

Asian free trade area and prefer-
ential trade arrangements.

The Indian foreign secretary
exchanged pleasantries with his |
Pakistani counterpart., Riaz
Khokhar. But there was no at-
tempt from either side 10
arrange an exclusive meeting on
the sidelines, This clearly indi-
cates that when foreign minister
Yashwant Sinha arrives tomaor-
row, he tno will not make an at-
tempt or respond to any gesture
from Inamul Haq. the Pakistani
minister of state for foreign af-
fairs, for a one-to-one mecting.

But to ensure thal their
strained relationship does not
cast a shadow on the progress of
Saarc, the Indian delegation has
put forward a number of sugges-
tions for closer interaction
among the member-couniries.
Omne proposal iz for Saarc to
come up with a protocol 1o
strengthen the convention
terrorism.

For this, the members have to
bring about amendments and
improve their existing domestic
laws to fight the menace. Mem-
ber countries have been asked to
designate senior officials to deal
with issues like exchange of in-
formation on counter-terrorism
and to be in touch with the Saarc
menitoring office in Colombo.

Seniar police officials of

‘the Saarc will meet here next

month to discuss ways of im-
proving communications so that
they can tackle terrorists and
other crimingls operating in the
region. /i’

.r
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.~ India for setting up South
‘> Asian free trade area w@%

|

|
!

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 12. The first an-

i nual meeting of the South Asia

Business Forum {SABF) got un-
derway today with the key funce-

tionaries of the four
Governinents — [ndia Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh —

sharing their perception on how
to hoost trade and investment
in the region and India reiterat-
ing its commitment fo the es-
tablishment of a free trade area
in afl of South Asia.

Even as the Bangladesh Com-
merce Secretary, Suhel Ahmed
Choudhury, wanted india to
grant duty-free access to goods
produced in Bangladesh on a
non-reciprocal basis, his Indian
counterpart, Dipak Chatterjee,
said non-tariff barriers and high

- transaction cost appeared to be

an important determinant for
very significant levels of infor-
mal trade in the sub-region.
Highlighting the issue of in-
formal border trade while ad-
dressing the two-day meet of
the forum, which comprises
partner chambers of commerce
and indusuy of the four coun-

tries which plan to work closely
with the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the four 