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“ Mahathir still has time to return Malaysia to its tradition of liberal Islam

+ . An1llusion of

oltcan get away in Malaysia

by recalling that Tunku

Abdul Rahman’s mother

was Thai but mention of

Mahathir Mohamad's Indi-
an father is strictly taboo. Nor are the
imprisoned Anwar Ibrahim’s Tamil
antecedents or the Chinese ancestry of
his wife, Wan Azizah Wan Ismail. the
National Justice Party leader who says
Sonia Gandhi is her role model, ever spo-
ken of.

Ironically, from the first prime minis-
ter to the present incumbent. almost
every architect of the Bangsa Melayu
and bumiputra policies to accord politi-
cal and economic primacy to Malays has
himself been of mixed descent. The sec-
ond paradox ‘is that the very words
bangsa and bumiputra (like hundreds
more} contradict the illusion of genetic
purity that shapes Malaysian politics.
They reveal a cultural mix, especially a
Hindu leavening, that makes Malaysia
attractively relaxed and unique in 1the Is-
lamic world.

With a bare 10 months before Ma-
hathir steps down — if he sticks to his
promise that is — after more than two
decades in office, and Isiamic extremism
threatening to ravage society, the contin-
ued need for ethnic discrimination is
2eing closely examined. Malaysia has
=made epochal progress under Mahathir.
But senior politicians predict that glob-
alization will necessitate a review and
1hat though affirmative action served a
purpose, “these privileges can’t be ex-
pected to last forever”, Even Mahathir
sometimes speaks of Bangsa Malaysia,
suggesting a common identity that takes
precedence over the dubious notion of
Bangsa Melayu on which everything
still hinges.

- ace is a beguiling myth in south-
R east Asia. Two handsome young
men at a party whom I took to be
Malays turned out to have Bengali sur-
names and a Chinese mother. I have
since come across the term Chindian.
IMalays are that and much more, But de-
nographic expediency has extended the
bumiputra label bevend Indian Muslims
to the tribes of Sarawak and Sabah,
Many Chinese (26 per cent) and Indians
(nine per cent) also question the validity
cf Bahasa (India again!) Melayu, hold-
ing that Bahasa Malaysia would be a
rore apt description for an eclectic
tongue that has no script of its own, uses
phonetic spelling — stessen. kaunter,
tikef — to indigenize everyday English
words, and is not the exclusive preroga-
tive of Malays.
One day. perhaps. pragmatic argu-
nients will prevail over fantasy and
someone who is not a bumiputra hecome
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prime minister. It might be the only way
of arresting the tide of fanaticism re-
flected in the onward sweep of Parti
Islam seMalaysia, the rise of madrasahs
and of militant groups like Jemaah Ts-
lamiah and EKumpulan Militan
Malaysia, with Pakistani and Afghan
links. Tt would also be a worthy achieve-
ment for a nation whose history can be
traced to Siivijava glory

Indian influence did not end there.
An elderly Chinese recalls that he saw
Nargis's Mother India no fewer than
hine times in the Malayan kampong of
his youth. Bul such tastes are frowned
on today. Condemn-
ing the Hindi cine-
ma’'s influence, the
deceased poet, Us-
man Awang, winner
of Malaysia’s Nat-
ional Laureate awa-
rd, deplored, “Even
ny small grandchil-
dren know how to
sing Hindustan (sic)
songs like Kuch
Kuch Hota Hai.”

The complex is
strongest in Melaka
(Malacca) and
Kedah, both sites of
early Hindu civiliza-
tions whose exis-
tence is vigorously
denied or studious-
ly ignored. Authori-
v bestows approval
on Parameswara,
the Sumatran
prince who ruled
Temasek  (Singa-
pore) before cross-
ing the straits to
Melaka, only after
he converted to
Isiam and became
Iskandar Shah, ancestor of the suliarns of
Perak and Johore. He was a bad
manarch for thirtv-two vears in
Temasek, they say, but wondrously good
as Melaka's sultan for eleven, But even
as the paragon of Islamic piety, he called
his laws the Hukum Kanun Melaka.

Kedah (Kadaram) on the Thai border,
the first landfall of Indian navigators
and ultimately incorporated in the Srivi-
jaya empire, is Malaysia’s richest archi-
tectural site. Describing the fourth cen-
tury Hindu deities found in the Bujang
Valley there, Anthony Spaeth wrote in
Time that “the official literature does its
best to downplay, even denigrate, the In-
dian impact on the region.” The grudg-

Revival strategies

ing admission that maritime trade led ta
Kedah’s “Indianization” prompted
Spaeth’s conclusion that “an Indian
Malaysian visiting the Bujang Vailey
might come away feeling demeaned
rather than proud — and that would he
no accident.”

Thus is the past distorted to serve the
present. Princes and politicians worship
the rising sun. lskander Shah sent trib-
ute to the Ming emperors. Mahathir's
1982 Look HEast policy abolished Bahasa
Inggeris from schools because Japan
had flourished without English. Now;, he
has turned to booming China, setting a
target of half a mil-
lion Chiness
tourists for next
vear. India in de-
cline ceased to
count. But fresh eco-
nhomic ties, especial-
Iy huge and lucra-
tive highway proj-

ects, are being
forged as India
opens up to the

world.

Eventually, this
profitable new con-
nection is bound {o
benefit Indian
Malaysians who
have the lowest
share of Malaysia’s
corporate  wealth:
1.5 per cent against
18.4 per cent for
Malays and 38.5 per
cent for the Chinese,
Not surprisingly, In-
dians (85 per cent
Tamil) claim the
highest rate of in-
fant mortality, illit-
eracy. gangsterism,
domestic violence,

suicide and arrests. Some 15 per cent of

the Indians in Kuala Lumpur are squat-
ters. Astounding amidst such rapid
progress, a small Indian community in
Kedah was without electricity.

In contrast, the Chinesc rode piggy-
back on the special favours meant for
Malays to control comimerce, manufac-
turing, construction, sophisticated
banking and financial and capital serv-
ices. Robert Kuok. the Hongkong-based
tvcoen, is Malavsian; so is Lim Goh
Tong, the hillionaire contractor who
runs gambling casinos in Connecticut.
Even the Chinese businessman, Heng
Suan Lim, accused of match-fixing in
the Bruce Grobbelar scandal, was

purity

Misvsian. [tisnot only that the Chinese

are aore enterprising, they are also far
b served by their political organiza-
tice - ind leaders,

“%y Verlooking these internal contra-
( ) dictions. many Westerners see
Malavsia as an ideal bailast for

sta ity in an increasingly volalile re-
gic:, Malayvsia could fulfil that promise
bu: - oabv it it takes full advantage of the
mivd c-racial, multi-cultural legacy with
wit i1 it has been blessed. The contrary

in~ ~enece on a mythic unitary culture
encicrages fundamentalism, with the
Pary Islam which aiready governed Ke-
lan s scoring a stunning viclory in oil-

rict1 Terengganu at the expense of Ma-
hei-io's Barisan Nasional coalition. The
fuli . nrors of hands being chepped off
an: ,.cople being stoned to death are be-
ing srussed, but, asin India, such isthe
ariy:, - ing powerof vote banks that Kuala
Lumpur is unable — or unwilling -— to
take 4 public stand against state Jaws
tha: « iplate the federal constitution.

~iihathirhas turned a farming socie-
ty 1 a prosperous trading community,
Heovos built glittering highwavs, air-
por - dams. mass transit systems and
the 1w in Towers, The per capita income
cared from $1,357 10 $4,305 without
coving Malay  society's  simple
acin His failure is that the goveri-
(15 primary education policy forecd
the {iree races to retreat into shettoes.
95 cent of the Chinese attending Chi-
ness - inguage schoals and 70 per cent of
Ind::ins going to Tamil schoals. Malays
fuve o madrasahs that are a breeding
oo dof fanaticism.

wre are other straws in the wind of

bigerv A Malaysian friend declined a
driri. in my hotel har because. he ox
plat =od. the religious police swarmed
evelr where. indistinguishable in civil-

salise. Young couples are con-
31 being charged with the offence of
Kl aror proximity I this continués,
Mair sia runs the danger of becoming
the Soidi Arabia of southeast Asia.

merica’s war on terrorism is
only pne reason why a country

with a rich past and aricher po-

tent:: must be rescued from such'a
bleq. Srture. Malaysia's own heritage
prow the more compriling argument
for ri-octing the stampede into funda-
men hism. Mahathir has begun w re-

vige ool poliey, reinstate English, ot
mad:isah grants and clamp down on
fund=mentalist organizations. In the 10

met: s that remain, he must also revive
the [i «wrai [slam that is the Malay's
birtkyiuht if Malaysia is to remain one
natier emotionally instead of splinter-
ing ii.~+ three.
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SINGAPORE, NOV. 28. Even as the
andti-terror vigil in some sensitive
pockets of South-East Asia was
stepped up, the Malaysian Prime
Mirmister, Mahathir Mohamad,
said today that his administra-
tion was monitoring the activ-
ities of religious schools in his
country. This was being done in
view of the perception that
something other than religion
was being taught in such schools
in Malaysia, he underlined.

However, both Dr. Mahathir
and the security authorities in
the Philippines sought to down-
play the terrorist threats in the
region in the context nf moves by
a few countries to keep their dip-
lomatic missions in Manila
closed for the present in the
wake of ‘credible’ information
about the possibility of terrorist
strikes in the region.

Australia as also Canada and
the European Ulnion were
among those seeking to take pre-
cautionary steps in Manila. The
Filipino authorities. especially
the security-related  officials,
sounded a cautionary note that
“undue alarm” should not be
raised over the perceived terror-
ist threats in Manila and eise-
where in the Philippines.

A sense of confidence was ex-
uded by the Filipino officials ta
underscare that the feared ter-
rorist strikes might “not materi-
alise”’. However, the Australian
Foreign  Minister, Alexander
Downer, noted that Canberra
had to take into account the in-
dications that efforts were under
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schools

way to foist ‘‘Taliban-style re-
gimes’ in some countries and
pockets of South-East Asia.

The intelligence communities
have been drawing attention to
the suspected moves by the Je-
maah Islamiyah (1), a South-
East Asian outfit with an alleged
allegiance to the Al-Qaeda. Lhe
J's agenda is said to include the

creation of a pan-regional Islam- |

ic super-state, consisting of In-
donesia as also Malaysia and
some segments of Thailand and
the Philippines. The JT is suspect-
ed to have set its sights on Singa-
pore too in this connection.

According to a prominent an-
ti-terror expert in the region, the
threat to South-East Asia might
have now escalated as a direct
result of the suspected ‘decen
tralisation’ of a ‘fragmenting’
Al-Qaeda.

While the Indonesian author-
ities arrested a few more sus-
pects today in connection with
the recent terrorist outrage in
Bali, Dr. Mahathir sought to
place the latest proactive action

by the Malaysian authorities in a -

larger political perspective.

Dr. Mahathir said that there

was no need for any alarm as the

Malaysian authorities “have al- .
ready taken action” against sus- -

pected militants.

According to an autherntic ver-
sion of Dr. Mahathir's comments
in this regard at Putrajaya today,
Malaysia bad acted on the basis
of information some of the local
militants had gone o Pakistan as
alsn Afghanistan in the past io
learnr the use of force for anii-
government activities.
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~Mahathir against
Aystralian role

; P. 5. Suryanarayana
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. SINGAPORE, OCT. 25. Malaysia bn

Thursday took serious excep-

tion to the suggestion that Aus-

i tralia could send its military

; personnel 1o the South East

Asian countries to help them

combat the growing terrorist

‘ menace.

' The Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter, Mahathir Mohamad., said ht
would nort at all accept the de-

. ployment of Australian troop:

“for any anti-terror operatiot
within South East Asia. Speak-

. ing (o journalists outside Kuala

" Tumpur, Dr. Mahathir said that

; the presence of Australian

forces atl any place in the region

might only praovoke the terror-
ists into attacking Canberra’s
saldiers. “if they (the Australian
military units are stationed in

. any place, they may become

targets of the terrorists)’”. Dr.

Mahathir said.

According to him, the peace

; that was now Malaysia’s asset

; could be undermined if external

i military units were to seek an

pperational space in South East

Asia in the ongoing internation-

al campaign against terrorism.

Dy, Mahathir was responding to

questions based on the reported

willingness of the Australian

Prime Minister to send his

i troops abroad for the global

_campaign  against terrorism.

However, there was no defini-

tive indication at this stage that

either the U.S. or any of its tra-

ditional allies might opt for a

~ military solution to the gather-

- ing terrorist crisis in South Fast

Asia, P
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INTERVIEW / MAHATHIR MOHAMMAD

«"'Asia must go for peace and growth’

FTER the crisis of 1997 when Malausia

seemed to be on the brink of collapse. he

managed to drag the country ont of the
abyss by damping down on capital markets, re-
voking currency convertibilizy and comting down
hard on political oppenents. He was castigated
in the global miedia for all this, bur Dato Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohammad, whe alls
himself a ‘good diciator” remains unfazed by
criticism, arguing that the ‘quardian of Asian
values "cart 't be corrupted by “western democra-
cov.” Back home, Mr Mohammad s reaime has
tHahtened screws on wmiedia independence.
rewriting press laws and infernal secutity legis-
lation, banning newspapers sympathetic tc the
apposition and frequently taking copies of west-
ern wmagazines critical of the regime off kicsks,
But despite western criticisen, it s now acknowl-
edged that Mr Mchammad s econemic damp-
down did save Malaysia from the contagion and
helped its economy recover faster than many
Asian nations. However, économists like Pawl
Krugnian, who said that capiial contrals were
the best medicine to siop collapse but that these
conmtrols should be temporary, have been dizap~
pointed by Malaysia s inability to lift the restric-
tfons once the crisis blew over. What is the feture
of Asia? How does he assess India’s prospects?
During his recent visit fo India, Mr Mohammad
spoke 1o Diganta Saikia about these issues.
Excerpis:

The recent blasts in Bali seem to show
that Indonesia is prey to fundamen-
talismn. Is fundamentalism spreading
in south east Asia?

The indidents of terrorism will affect our re- NS

gion asa whole. Tt shows that Malaysia is also suscepti-
ble 1o similar attacks. Bur we have long maintained a
reputation for being able 1o handle and tackle terror-
ism, However, the flow of foreign direct investment, 1
believe, could be affecied because ot this sort of ind-
dents. It is o1 true that one of the arrested suspects ol
the bombing incident is a Malaysian. He's an Indone-
sian with Malaysian dtizenship. It is for Tndonesia to
take whatever action they want tv 1ake and we have
nothing Lo da with that, Butthe monent he enters our
country, we arc going to arrest him.

During the crisis, you famously pegged the ring-
git to the dollar. How successful has currency
management been since?

Managing an economy is tougher than just lixing an
interest rate, You can no longer solve economic prob-
lemns by reducing or raising interest rates. Since the last
war, prices of all essential commadities have been con-
wolled by the government. The rate of intlation has
very scldorn risen by more than one per cent. On the
other hand, look at Latin America, where every sort of
economic management has been tried out. resulting in
hyper-inflation. Se. we've showo them that the
brown-skitmed guys don’t need lessons from white-
skinned ones on economic management. ‘We've
pegged our currency at 3.8 ringgii to a dollar. We've ex-
perienced a iremendous improvernent in business af-
ter pegging the currency. Businessmen favour fixed
exchange rates since it rules out activities like hedging.
so there'sne pressure from the business community to
change the fixed rate.

How do you see China’s entry into WI'Q? Could
it be a threat to your businessmen?

———

{Smiles) We welcome it. Yes, now China hasbecome a
very strong competitor for south east Asian countries.
China has been drawing many investors. But we see
the competition in a positive light. Chinais a big market
and Malavsia has products that can be sold 1o China.
And remember, China can't produce things ke palm
oil, timber or verv sophisticated electronics.

Where does India stand in relation to the Asean?
The meeting between Asean nations and India at Ph-
nom Penhis going ta be the beginning of greatercoop-
eration between India and Asean. Asean Is a cohesive
group, notwithstanding problems within member
countres. Some feel Aseanis wo aggressive, somebody
else feels it shouldn’t combine with northeast Asia. Itis
very important [or the restof Asia thatin future India is
part of our run o prosperity, it's very irnportant that we
run together, How do we do this? Many cconoentists
talk of the east Asian model of economic development.
There are of course similarities in east Asia: we all have
high levels of domestic savings, even though
Malaysian and Chinese saving levels have been histor-
ically so high as 1o make high-saving Japanese look like
spendthrifts. We all have an obsession with education,
although the incredible drive that South Koreans and
Taiwanese have about education make the rest of us
look like education-averse delinguents...

Which way is Asia headed?

We should have no illusion about the possibility of a
bleak future for Asia. The last few hundred vears have
heen a period of shame for Asia. Our heads were
bowed. For much of the time, we were on our knees.
Qur people were impoverished. Our technological
prowess was pathetic, and our claim to dvilisation

comnpiviely tenuous. Every nation in Asia,
India ::¢luded. has at one time or another
over tae last 50 vears been written off as
Tost. Wo've been dismissed as basket cases,
socic is with no future. We have, for some
time ~ow. started to show the world what
we ¢an do, We could be at the start of a
peace 201d prosperity Tun that could take us
to the ventre of human dvilisation. We
now b ave a historic opportunity to banish
our penod of shame and to putin its place
aner:f pride.

What should be the objectivesfor Asia
in the vears ahead?

In ti2. vears ahead. it is obvious that there
nousand and one things that we
0D our eyes on. But we must ag-
v and relentlessly focus on two
wntal objectives. One, we must

builé «.rnmunities of durable peace and
fricr~nip in the years ahead. Two, we
mus crsure rapid and sustainable eco-
non: '« growth. And peaceis where human
prog::s begins. This is the first prerequi-
site. _.1 usnever underestimate the central
imprance of peace, wue peace which
gocs v v beyond the mere absence of war,
Tfir =« years ahead we can't secure true

peace and strengthen and sustain i, I be-
lieve «we do not have a good chance of ful-
filling t2¢e hopes and dreams of our people.

Teachieve warmand durable peace, the
first :etion is hegemaony., The second is re-
liar - a military balance of power. The
thint - the option of community, of build-
ing - zional relaonships of reasonable
miui: trust and reasonable mutual
friendship, swwhero e ane is diven w rage, where cor-
diality takes the i-.ace of hate.

Let us be ¢icar about the hegemonic approach to
peace. 1Lis true a1 nothing is as powerful as an idea
whose time has .+ e, But itis also true that nothingis
aspowerlessas o deawhose time has gone. Hegemo-
nyandimperiati +. like the doctrine of the divine right
of kings and the - randate of heaven’ are neither pro-
ductive nor pussiie in today’s world. The world today
istoo complicat. :Land o democratic a place for impe-
rialism to be a viaie approach to true peace., It gener-
ates o much o -entment and too much hate in wo
many hearts. 14+ states with 6 billion people can be
comtrolled. Bui = xillion or two people who can leam
the rudiments ¢! wimb-making over a weekend, can't
he controlled as vy

Remembor, 11~ whaofailtoread the writingon the
wall will pay 11 yrice for their political illiteracy. I
hegemony s <nable, why notthat sty old blun-
derbuss, the bel. woe of power, and itssmall variant, the
balance of et

Many will ».. the third option, achieving peace
through buildi-g trus, relaxing tensiens, building
friendships and « - «dwill, a sense ot community and a
community ol it « rest in peace, is idealistic, difficult, la-
borious, deman. i of patience and endless effort.

They are rig: But in the right conditions, peace
through comi. ity is rauch more realistic than hege-
mony and the | alance of power system, which can
never achieve 11.¢ peace. And I believe that despite all
the difficulties. it i+ still the most productive method for
the creation of ¢ warm and productive peace that is
subsetvient to 11 welfare of the peoples of our nations,

'
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malaySIa glgm§ U.N. rep

KUALA LUMPUR, OCT. 18. Malaysia has protested to the Umtedﬂ)
tions about a report that links the Prime Minister, Mahathir M
mad’s Gevernment to the Al-Qaeda terrorist network, reports said

. today. The Deputy Prime Minister, Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, said

cxcerpts from a book on Al-Qaeda that were included in a U.N.

monitorng greup’s report contained untruths about Malaysia, the

news reports said.

In the book, “Inside Al-Qaida: Global Network of Terror,” Rohan
Gunaratna, a research fellow at Scotland’s University of St. An-
drews, alleges that several Malaysian political groups have histor-
*ical links with Muslim separatist groups in the Philippines, which
_in turn had ties with Al-Qaeda. Mr. Abdullah said the Government

had lodged a formsal protest with the United Nations for including
excerpts from Mr. Gunaratna’s book in a report to the Security

- Council. “We are angry and condemn this untruthful and irre-
sponsible allegation which has been passed on as a fact and is now
being utilised in a U.N. report,” the New Straits Times newspaper
quoted Mr, Abdullah as saying, — AP
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, JAKARTA Oct. 19, _ . authorities said
' donesian Police arrested rig. Gen. Sutadi sajqg Mr

| terror Suspect Abu Bakar £ f Bashir wag being guarded

Bashir, 4 S(Lnior officer | by police in hospita), =a4
said. Mr Bag ir was fop. ¢ € moment wo eant ques-
mally arrested while in | tion him because he ig too
hospital ip the city of Solo | weak,” he say The coyp-
yesterday, directoy of crim- | try’s Security minjgtap told
inal Mmvestigationg Briga- | he press i1 Bali that Indo-
dier Genera} Aryanto j , nesia had 4y “respeet and
Sutadi saiq. | beligve” Jemaaj Islamiygh
“As of now he has been for was part of -, interna-
ill re- tional terroy Detwork” !
Indonesijay police said tg.
day they have questioned
7 Indonesian. and fop.
eigners gver the Bali bomp. .
Ing but ng one his vet heen :

Java city, “Afier that we wil} | JB
detain him. He 1s now in po- | SE8
lice custody,” he sajqd. :
ashir, a radica) Muslim
clerie, failed to answer sum-
mons to national Police head.
quarters in Jakapig yesterday I8
as he wag taken ill.
Singapore and Malaysia
have poth accused Mr Rj.
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he figures were given by
nationg] police deputy
Spokesman Brigadier Gen. !
| eral Edwarg tonang, al. ;
Tmost a week aftp,. the car
bombing of twa bizhtspots

which killaqg at Lonst 184

{ shir of terror linkg, Singa. foreign tourists ;5.4 locals,
| pore says he ig the Spiritua) & Police have been urdored Lo
| leader of Jemaah Islamiyah Step up thejr hir: fop an-
‘J a Southeast_ Asian group other Indonesiy,, ~vlerig,
' suspected behnkedtobm known ag Hamb:«iz, wha

Laden’s Al-Qaida network v UNISON: Indonesians Join hands iy, Prayer .. not been seey -, nee De.
| Bashir wag Named a sys. gf g memorial serpice for the Bay; blast vietimg cember and g leged|v
| Pect in the church attacks, at Kutg beach on Sa urday, _ AFpP met bin Laden
which left 19 people dead, T T — The SUSpicion is 1, an
T a team of Indonesian investi- wag arrested in Indonesiy and hand. eight-man team leg by a Yeiyy; ar-
Bators returned from questioning  ed gyer turned over tq the USA jn rived in the city of Semarar, p 10
Omar al-Farug, ap alleged al-Qaida June, Al—Faruq said Bashir haqg or- October ang then escaped fr; Bajj
Operative ip Southeagt Asia who dered the church bombings, and im- within hours of the attyel
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Malaysmn PM cautions™
‘against attack on Iraq

\~ 10

Kuala Lumpux Malaysian prlme minis-

2 ter Mahathir Mohamad

said on Tuesday the possi-

bility that Iraq is capable of

a nuclear attack does not

justify military action to

oust President Saddam
Hussein.

Mr Mabhathir, who will
B arrive in India on Wednes-

Mahathit a0 a5 part of a threena-
tion tour, told reporters on the sidelines of
aconference on nuclear issues that “if vou
attack a country because of possibilities,
then every country is going to get at-
tacked”. They should attack Israei, he
added.

Mr Mahathir said there had been “*no
pressure on Israel to do away with nuclear
weapons' - in sharp contrast with
Washington's demands on Irag. Malaysia
has repeatzdly opposed unilateral US
military action against Iraq, saying such
a move would anger Muslims world-
wide and could inspire fresh acts of
rerror.

However, he has urged Irag to accept
United Nations inspectors to certify that

Mdss dEStT‘UCtIOH

L the country is not developing weapons of

In e meanume Malaysian authorities
have ktepped up security at foreign em-
hassids and tourist destinations in Kuala
Lumpur to deter local militant Muslim
groups trom staging any attacks following
the bombings in neighbouring Indonesia.

“In our country, we too have militant
groups, but we have managed to control
them.” the police chief told reporters. "W
don't want this incident in Bali to give
them inspiration and trigger problems
here.”

Malaysia, a predominantly Muslim
country, has in the past year arrested over
60 militants allegedly belonging to Jemaah
Islainiyah, an organisations with links
with Al Qaida.

Meanwhile, Mr Mahathir will leave
Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday for talks
with both Indian Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee and President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam.

He is expected to address an India-Asean
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations)
business summit and visit information
technology initiatives in Hyderabad. Mr
Mahathir will leave for Pakistan on Friday
and hold talks with President Pervez
Musharraf before leaving for Saudi Ara-
bia on Saturday. agences

— — . - —
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v Court upholds Anwar’s conviction . *

MALAYSIA / ‘POLITICAL PRESSURE BEHIND DECISION’

\_

KUALA DYMPUR, JULY 10. The former Malay-
sian  deputy leader, Anwar lbrahim,
launched a tirade against Malaysia's top
court and his nemesis, the Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad, after losing his final
appeal Wednesday against a conviction
and six-year prison term for corruption.

The three-judge panel ruled unanimous-
lv against Mr. Anwar, who has long claimed
that he was the victim of trumped-up
charges to prevent him from challenging
Mr. Mahathir, who has ruled Malaysia since
1981.

“We are satisfied thar the errors com-
plained of have not occasioned a substan-
tial miscarriage of justice,” said Chief
Justice Mohamed Dzaiddin Abduflah. “We
therefore dismiss the appeal.” Mr.

Anwar rose from his wheelchair and lam-
basted the judges and Mr. Mahathir, who
had groomed him as his successor, but
fired him in 1998. The power struggle tou-
ched off the Southeast Asian country’s big-
gest political crisis in years.

"The judiciary has been emasculated and
bludgeoned into submission at the hands
ol Dr. Mahathir,” Mr. Anwar said. “I wish
Dr. Mahathir good luck. He has nothing left
ta destroy.” There was no immediate com-
ment from Mahathir. Rais Yatim, Malay-
sia’s de facto Law Minister, denied that the
fudges had succumbed w political pres-
sure. “These are baseless accusations,” Mr.
flais said. “Evervone should abide by the
ruling of the highest court in the land. It is
as simple as that.” However, the ruling pro-
duced an uproar from opposition leaders
and Mr. Anwar's family, who alleged that
the Federal Cowrt had done Mr, Mahathir's
bidding, an accusation government offi-
cials denied.

Nurul 1zzah, daughter of Malaysia’s former Deputy Prime Minister, Anwar [brahim,

g £ %L“--.‘ ‘ l‘{\‘, P
~ A

reads a statement at the courthouse where her father was appearing
in Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday. — Reuters

There was no immediate reaction from
serving U.S. officials in Kuala Lumpur, but
Washington — which has described Mr. An-
war as a political prisoner — had hoped
that perceived injustices in Mr. Anwar’s
trials would be corrected in the appeals
process, About 300 demonstrators ouiside
the courthouse shouted the "Reformasi!”
slogan for political change that marked Mr.
Anwar's failed challenge to Mr. Mahathir,
whom he accused of being a dictator and
running a corrupt state, One man was ar-
rested.

The crowd marched to a police station
and lodged a legal complaint demanding a

probe into their allegations tha: e chicel
justice had rejected the appeal to 11 her his
career. .

The corruption case hinged on -~ hethe:
Mr, Anwar abused-his power in 147 to get

police to obtain forced retractics from
people who accused him of sod.: @iv and
adultery.

Even if the conviction had bhe::
turned, Mr. Anwar faces nine yeut- i pris
on for a separate sodomy offence. j-peals
in that case have not begun. He il he
banned from politics for five ve-- afier
leaving prison. — AP /
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MALAYSIA'S PRIME MINISTER, Mahathir Moha-
mad, has sought ¢ leave an indelible imprint on his
country’s poelitics even in the manner of announc-
ing his prospective retirement from centre siage. As
he has already shaped Malaysia's political evolution
and economic growth with a sure touch for over two
decades, Dr. Mahathir will be remembered as much
for his authoeritarian style and adtonomous policies
as for his flierce pursuit of the national interest itself
even fn the face of stiff opposition from the major
powers now and then. It is against this background
that the United Malays National Organisation (UUM-
NO) — the poldical party that be moulded in his
imuage — has now found itself gasping for breath as
he bade a rearful farewell His eventiul tenure as
Primne Minister, the longest by any elected leader in

Asia at this point is the reward for his successful

stewardship of the UMNO during and between gen-
eral elections, This aspect. more than any other,
explains the high political drama that marks his
decision 1o reverse his retirernent plan and to stay
on as Prime Minisrer as also the party leader for
another 16 months from now. Yet, even as he bow-
ed to the wishes of his licutenants in the party and
agreed o wave a slow goodbye that might last over
a year, Dr. Mahathir bas not made a mockery of his
exit srategy, Given his substantial standing on the
international scene at this moment. there has hard-
Iy been any serious comment designed o debunk
his exit gesture as a theatrical absurdity,

In essence, Dr. Mahathir has undeniably put Ma-
laysia through its paces and created a memorable
phase in its development, one which will surely be
recorded as the Mahathir era. His willingness o
bow out of office in a slow political cameo, which
has in fact begun to take shape at this time, is seen
by his friends and critics alike as the response of a
veteran leader to the present mood in his party.
However, he has not always been able tu feel the

AN EXIT STRATEGY | (-

pulse of the Malaysian people with the highes
sure of accuracy. Quite ltustrative of his atmost cy-
clical difficutties in reading the people’s mind is the
story of how he has bad to choose and change his
heirs-apparent or Deputy Prime Ministers. The
most striking event in this regard is that of the in-
ternational outery that attended his dismissal of An-
war Ihrahim, an [slamist-turned-reformisy, from the
post of Deputy Prime Minister in 1998. Dr, Mahathir
today appears to have not only contained the do-
meslic political unrest that the Anwar episode had
sparked but also regained in a substantive manner
the confidence of Malaysians themselves as also
thar of the international communriry. The reason is
that he is a consummate strategist who has earned
the reputation of being a “thinking politician”.

Fram the time Dr. Mahathir won the Jawaharial
Nehru Award for International Understanding over
a decade ago to the time he challenged the West on
its own turf of econamic globalisation in the second
hatf of the 1990s, the Malaysian leader exuded much
political courage. At hoine too, Dr. Mahathir is well
konown for the manner in which he paved the way
for participatory governance hy the majority com-
munity of Malays. In doing so, he has certainly
sought to keep the key minorities of ethnic Chinese
and Malaysian-indians in good humour. Even while
addressing the inevitable twists and turns of such a
delicate process with a hands-on approach, he oiten
underlined the importance of sustaining Malaysia
as a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society with a
moderate core of cosmopolitan Islam. This accounts
for Dr. Mahathir's status as a key leader of 1oday's
global campaign against political terrorism. Overall,
his place in contemporary history will be deter-
mined by how well he can oversee the prospective
rransition in Malaysia itself while promoting the na-
tional-interest economy as a madel even in a ‘glob-
al’ society.
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Kuala Lumpur, Jone 25
{Rentersy: Malaysia's ruling
party said today Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad, one of
Asia's longestserving leaders,
will hand power to his deputy

LS
late next year \§in a move in-
vestors praisedias an orderly
transition.

But politicians\in neighbour-
ing countries fretied over the po-
tential for instability im Muslim-
majority Malaysia ancdl said a
smooth succession was para-
mounti in a region coping with
political uncertainty in Indone-
sia and the threat of Isla mic ex-
fremism.

The party said Mahatisiir; 76, a
shrewd politician who has
presided over 21 years of im-
mense change, had agi-eed to
postpone his retirement pilans to
ensure a smooth trans:fer of
power and responsibilities to
deputy Prime Minister Abdui-
lah Ahmad Badawi.

“All these things about lame
duck is in your mind. Durirng the
transition the status of Dv- Ma-
hathir as Prime Minister s hould
be preserved,” Abduilah said
after a party leadership me eting.

The departure of Mahathir,
who tearfully announced ks res-
ignation on Saturday on liviz tele-
vision, was always bourwd to
cause jitters among investors in
a region familiar with poliilical
upheaval, but financial market
reaction was relatively posir: ive,

Malaysia remains one off the
most prosperous and stable
countries in southeast Asia, and
Abdullah is regarded as a ‘ma-
fure and pragmatic politician
even if he does not possess Ma-
hathir's visionary and sterely
qualities, analysts said.

Speaking after a meeting of
leaders of the governing United
Malays National Organisation
{Umne), Abdullah told a tele-
vised news conference the d:uwe
of the next general election had
not been discussed.

A new national pall need not
be held until 2004, and the ruling
Barisan Nasional coalition ap»
pears well set to build on a two-
thirds majority as the Islamic
opposition has faltered since the
September 11 attacks on the US.

Abdullah said Mahathir’s po-
sition was in no way diminished
and he would keep the finance
ministry portfolio for the rest of

~ Mabhathir to

down next year

v

tep .

i ¥

Mahathir Mohamad (right)
with deputy Abdullah Ahroad ‘
Badawi in Kuala Lumpur, (AFP) 4

his tenure, “There is no guestion |
that during the transition I will !
steal the limelight from him, |
that should not be the case,” said |
Abdullah, who has a reputation
as Malaysian politics’ nice guy
Umnoe secretary general
Khalil Yaakob said the party
leadership had accepted Ma-
hathir's offer to defer his resig-
nation, saying Abdullah will
take over afier a summit of the
Organisation of the Islamic Con:
ference in October 2003, }
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KUALA LUMPUR, JUNE 22. The Ma-
laysian  Prime Minister, Ma-
hathir Mohamad. shocked his
countrv on Saturday by an-
nouncing he was  stepping
down from leading his party
and governing coalition, but re-
versed himself and withdrew
the resignations alfter weeping
supporters hegged him 1o siay.
The political theatre, plaved
out in o televised broadcast,
whipsawed the cmations of the
nation and of the 2.000 dele-
gaes 1o the annual party con-
gress of the Uniied
Malays Nationa) Organisation,
The {slamic fundamentalist op-
position, D, Maha:hiv's arget
in elections that foyalists are
urging him (o call carly next
vear, dismissed the moves as
political grandstanding, Dr.
Mahathir said b was step-
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Malaysians carry a placard and chant siogans at the
United Malays National Organisation headquarters in
Kuata Lumpur on Saturday. — AF

ping down as leader of the parry
and (he governing National
Frovt coalition, but couldn't say
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more before disbelieving sup-
porters mobbed the poadium.
The Natdonal Front chairman

has traditionali

sia’s Prime M
Mahauthir did

say he was quir
ship. Officials -
had alse plans
his resignation
ter, a past he
vears and, in o
Malaysians,

Delegates si:
Mahathir!™ wi
Prime Minisi
mad Badawi
Dr. Mahathi
sray.

“T hope all
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Frond remaine
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the Prime
president und
National T
said. - AP
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Harder than playing Bach on a &

Linterald cool we iy be
As water in cupped handy
Bir ol that we miighi be
A spliniers of glasy

I ctipped oo,
—Aung San Suu By in 1990
on receiving tie Saklharov
Prize for Freodom of 7

Thowgln %"\, 2

Nho Ladv. as ends and foes
reter to hier does fook fike
cavwiler coverme sphntcis

“Pictures dentt eaplirs

spediid st She s wennng

i the traditivns! Burawkese

peowhich hogged her Brps and

sher slender figuie o simous

e A sprig ol veflow fiowers

Aded fron the bur at the nape

er ek, Though only five feet

Loshe possessed o commtan-

Cpresenee.” wrote Tamin o

EAS

he journey from devoted wife

mother to vibrant politician is

vy of persorsi tragedv. humii-

. incareeration and the fight

dst Tear that can be rivalied

by the world's living legend.
son Mandela Aung Sun Suu
inspared a TTollvwsood fihm.
aid Revigoon. in 1943 when
world largel was unasare of
horrors there. As the fim’s
ator said. “For most of the
do T was as Q0 did not
wn”
Murch 1985 as o fellow of
a's  Indian Insntine of
need Studios, she regurnied to
A toatend to hor ailing
wr. Daw Khin ki Four
ths  luter. pro-democracy
ments rocked the country
military dictator General Ne
stepped down ws clidrman of
wrma Socialist Programme
after 26 vears, The miliary
wd down on the swelling
sts, O 8 Augost, they fired
mwrmed protestors. from
s o monks, Killing over
Around 700000 led across
sorders. Tronicailv. this pre-
doothe 1959 Tiandnmen
T mssacte where, for tight-

§

s

B\

ing for w simifur cause, a lesser
number were killed by the Chin-
CSL Army.

On 26 August. she addressed o
rally in front of Rangoon's famous
Shwedagon Pugoda. Hall o mil-
lion histened to ter, Te most, she
was the daughter of the famous
nationadist leader, Gereral Aung
San. wio wes assessimaged on [V
Julv HT exactly @ noih atter
her second sirgaday d sy
menths betore Burma's idepen-
donee. T eouhd not as miv ather's
daughter, remaii mditferent to ali
Hiat was going on. This is Burmir's
second strugale for independ-
ence.” s suid.

As her popuiasing rose. the
senerials put her under house
arrest in 19849, This continued
mid- 1995 and. on must days. the
only human heing sac saw was her
naid. [0 indeed a tribute o her
that cver after 12 vears she con-
tinucs to convinee the peaple 10
fight peaccfully and patiently. It
was i 19940 that the milicary
rejected her National League for
Democracy’s Eindsiide win where
she hagged 82 per cent of the
sUitls,

Earlicrin 1960, her mother was
Buri's ambassador o India. As
adipiomut's child, Suu Kvi made a
wide cirele of driends in Delhi
thase four vears wich included
Sanjay and Rajiv Gandhi, Later at
Oixtord. she chose podttics tor her
BAL apart from ceonomics and
philosaphy. By the time she
srudwited in 1967, she met her
future hushand, Dr Michael Aris
wim she married in 1972 She
Juickly settled as a homemaker

diter her sons were born —
Alexander in 1973 and Kim in
1G77,

Palirics. s such, never attracted
her despite her absession with ber
suther.who had built the Burmese
army and steered the country 1o
independence. Her aim. wien she
arrived in Burma., was to build a
chain of librarics named after
nint b fact the 8.3 miliion Nohe!

Peace Prize amount she was

Aung San Suu Kyi’s journey from devoted wife and
moth¢r to vibrant politician is a story of personal
tragedy, humiliation, incarceration and the fight

K
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SHEER TENACITY:

«7 politicians of all

against fear. Her consistency would shame
hues in South Asia,

writes STANLEY THEODORE

: ol

Aung San Suu Kyl taixing to supportars at oppositior ©a-ty headguariers foflowing her release

from hause arrest Iin Yangon. When she telis the people the read to freedor 5 1ong. she aise needs t¢ understand

that splinters of glass are dangerous for cuppa: 1

awarded in 1991 formed her
cducation and health trust for the
Burmese.

What followed later was a
personal tragedy made worse by
the junta. In 1998, Aris was suf-
fering from proslate cancer and
inew his time was near. He
wanted to sce her one last time
and sav goodbyve, They had last
met three vears before. The
Burmesc junta refused him a visa,
[nstead, they offered w allow her
ko travel 1o England to meet him,
Suu Kyi refused. She reckoned
that if she did leave. the militan
iunta would never allow her to
return. The choice of staving hack
to fight with her countrymen must
have been traumatic. but she
never spoke about it Aris died in
March 1999,

For most of these 14 vears she
was under “house arrest” at her
wo-storey villa in University
Avenue. Even when she was
“freed™. there were restrictions on
fer movement, In September
20000, she was imprisaned at home

for buving a wain ticket out, of

Rangoon. The influence of Gan-
dini’s and Martin Luther King's
luctics of non-viclence is unmis-
takabie. Till her release. she used
to address the public who arrived
o see her, standing on a step-
ladder. from inside her rundown
hame whose sky blue gates where
locked. She would urge peace und
restraint. repeating the poing that
the road to freedom was o long
haud,

A large amount of her courage
can be attributed to ber single-
mindedness in fighting fear — a
quality shic has been extending o
her people. When she was six, she
would stand in the middle of her
fiuge home for the entire night to
help  conquer  her fear of
darkness.

This kind of stubhornness bee-

ame a way of life. When first im-

prisoned, her concern was her

wonderful garden. which she tricd
her best to keep alive. "A garder
like this requires a lot of money w
keep ap. and [ couldn’t afford 10
take care of it. Of course. T el
used 1o accept anvthing fromt thy
military.” she told Vamin Fair. As
her children approached their
teens, her letters were censored,
She discovered the junta was
doing her a favour by allowing lict

A large amount of
her courage can be
attributed+o her
single-mindedness
in fighting fear — a
quality she has been
extending to her
people. When she
was six, she would
stand in the middle
of her huge home
for the entire night
to belp conquer her
fear of darkness

to correspond with her chifdren.
She stopped receiving their mail
and stopped writing to them. till
the junta realised the folly,

She admitted to geting dep-
ressed those days but strongly
denicd getting “very depressive”
To help overcome the odds, she
often played Bach on the family
pitno which she refused 10 ol
along with the furnifure to raisc

ands oo

money. Today that piano lies in
distise after a string broke in one
of her tempermental sessions.
e grden stowly died and was
infested wilh snakes.

Suu Kyi was physically antacked
on different occasions. In 1996,
Rer convoy was attacked with
rods and stones  after  the
ransport minister said she would
be killed. The first was in April
SN during a o campaign
Irrawaddy, The miftary uni
there was asked to take aim at
bers but she refused to budge. A
sossible assassination was averted
v the sudden intervention of an
e major [n July 1998, some
Aislanee from Rangoon.  the
nilitm stepped  her when she
leaving to meet NLD
afleagues, She staved in her car
wor five days, The military seized
“he caroand drove her home
sgainst e will, The next month,
b episode repeated itself at the
~ame readblock. This time, she
ok food and water inoanti-
Anatton. but when this ran out
eowas prevented from getting
sosdt supplies. :

This temacity wdded to her
mapularity, which the generals
itested right from day one. In

B

W60, the militury cordoned off |

smples when people claimed the
Huddba statues were growing
sreasts after her electoral victory
andd interpreted this as the Al-
niizhiy’s endorsement of  her
i.adership. Tine magazine wrote,
“hirls with astrological charts
iwgosting strength of character
w¢ heen banned from state-run
Seauly contests for fear their
sawcess might augar A rise in Suu
RS power. Accompanyige

I
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iy In state-run ne 2 7
pee depicted her ast = & &
bodeds toothless of T
COMOTTACY  SOFCErest %

deetive, Sun Kl is=

|
|

1



o ame

Aris’ {on her) choice of husband
that renders her patriotism sus-
pect.”

er scnse of humour
%5 helped her through. When
,sgyﬁ‘geonc asked. ar a public
weting, why she married «
foreigner. she said. 1 married &
foreigner because 1 ogrew up in
loreign piaces. H 1 had grown up
in Meiktila. then perhaps T would
have married - vow” The crowd
wits i splits,
Phoese 1s vears have shown g

remarkable  consisteneyn
thuught. word and wction that

would shame  politicians ol all
hues i South Asia. Her objective
is clear — freedom and dem-
acracy. The means are clear —
non-viokence, And time is not a
constraint. On recently being
released after 18 months of
detention, she said, “What we
want is the frecdom of all political
parties. not just our party.

The sitwation  was  appro-
priately  summed up in The
Guardigr, *One free in Burma,
fifty million 1o go.” She s
destined some day o rule Burnw,
a country in sharp degencration.
(nflation s 30 per cent, foreign
reserves are a pathetic 5230
million. eclectricity is poor and
most commuoditics are in short
supply. Drugs are rampant with

sccurity ofticia
S, Besides, this
ted on 13 or {(
S of 16 local Ka
trated into Kg

sland  ago. ke said. a
riking  inputs that the
its to der threat this
yorder Incidentally
of Pir  come under m
melli-  two consecut
2002, LeT mil

> units  nath pilgrims,
admil-  licemen, besid
{.1eT, fidaveen altac
chree-  that, on | Aug
ul-Mu-  killed ai Pah:
nblein  grims, eight k
Panjal  Differcnt mihit
-ategic - Hizbul and th
idepth  target the pilg
rcepts  grimage, the o
-PT1 Lingam wilt Iy
Disaster man.

(I'san crnment has

warnath  ment teams ir
& route  rricts along ¢
10 help peopl

hiding to migrate d

road,"a  Pakistan.

) COrPa

1% 01 one prewext or -z
burcaucrat.
dly succeed inforcing &
¢ {is decision though
zcision-making proc-
. the paper-work,
um ministry are cur-
milar situation — an
1 the Samajwadi Par-
spposing the finalisa-
exploration and cx-
\I's coal-based meth-
East) with the Essar
oup and an ONGC-
1 considered for con-
ks cach.
MP had written so
. Prime Minister to
- opposing the deal
wrate file 1o proc-
s way. the on-
The two files
tract and
St

rroken piano

Burma accounting for 50 per cent
of the USAs narcotics market.
Aids is beyond epidemic levels.
with 13 per cent of the population
having tested HIV positive. The
environmient is frightening and
only Brazil sharcs the dubious
distinetior ol recording  the
worlds worst deforestation rates,
Burni is the ouly country with
almest 20 per cent olies people in
litersad slverys which the juntd
patronises in the name ol
tradithm. Thoere e noivest-
ments to b aboul and Sua Kvi is
pleading against investments ll
democracy is achicved,

Apart from handling  these
hard truths. Suu Kyi would hove
to huild and nurture democralic
institutions  — a job. which
harshly put. makes house arest
an casier proposition. Ta make
nustters worse, the army would
continue e play an important
role in tic country's pulitics.
When she whs the peopic the
road to freedom is long. she also
needs o undersiand that splinters
of glass are dangerous for cupped
hands oo, and that life is a much
harder strugele than plaving Buch
vl a broken piino.

fThe anfier 6 The Statesman's
Hvderahad-based  Spevial Repre-
senaiie. )

er the Essar Group’s bid as the company kad
not fulfiled previous production sharing con-
tracts and was a dcfaulter. And another let-
ter to the Prime Ministar the next day, saying
Essar was a big-time debt defaulter and
should be denied the contract on grounds of
bankruptey.

Mr Natk, though, wasn't impressed with
this barrage of complaints and wrete back to
the MP that the allegation of the company
nat fulfiling the production sharing contract
was false. The minister also pointed that the
contract with the company regarding-one of
the blucks. for whick, Mr Singh had accused
the company of not keeping its share of the
hargain, had not vet become cffective.

The firal contracts should b ready in a
few months. an official said. pointing that the
contracts would. however, become effective
onlv zfter the companies cuncerned suhmil

HYDERABAD. May 29. — Me N C
compromising Gujarat line” endorsed
meeting at Warangal, which assertec
mise on secularism, but assured cont
government,

“We have sacrificed the position o
post) to uphold secular valucs. There
Gujarat issue and we will continue to
sccular agenda,” Mr Naidu told partyr
debate on the crucial political resoluti

He claimed credit for forcing the B
ing Gujarat polls and justified the den
removal. Significantly, Mr Naidu and
¢riticising the BJP. “Though we den't it
af ather states, our demand lor Mr Mc
ests of national unity and communal b

In another resolution, the TOP p!
NDA government 10 counter cyoss-he
said afl the partics must stand united
vity and seck the help of friendly nati
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Opposition

leader Aung

San Suu Ky
appealed for public support to
bring democracy to the mili-
tary-ruled country on Monclay.
She spoke to her biggest audi-
ence since she was freed from
house arrest this month,

Over 600 supporters and
diplomats gathered tomark the
12th anniversary of Suu Kyi's
National League for Democ-
racy’s (NLD) sweeping victory
in Myanmar’s last elections in
1990. She urged people to be

eak u

more active in pohtlcs

“Most people think they
have done their duty if they
havevoted,” Suu Kyi said at the
NLD’s ramshackle headquar-
tersincentral Yangon. “What [
would like to tell them is that
voting alone does not fulfil their
duty. They have to take part
thermnselves. It is necessary to
carry out organisational activi-
ties among people relentlessly.”

The military government’s
strict rule has effectively sup-
pressed open forms of public
support for NLD since the
party was prevented from tak-
ing power after 1990 poll win.

While lauded abroad, eight
vearsofhouse arrestsince 1990

P for de

\,;//

mocracy’

A

and no duosiwestic media cover»
age mean ihe Nobel peace lav-
reate ha- faded from public
view In her country. S Kyi's
release on May 6 from her 19-
months’ house arrest was not
reported it thestate media.

On Minday, NLD reiter-
ated its commitment to talks
with the juria. “Holding mean-
ingful dialngue is the only way
to tackle the matter concerning
results of 1949 general election
and to resobe political, eco-
NOMmIC, socl, ht,alth and edu-
cation problems,” the NLD
saidin astuement.

{aditional reporting by
Kat::» Hunt in Bangkok)
— Reuers

MAY 2002
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- “Malaysia on i

The Star/Asia News Network

KUALA LUMPUR. Apri} 9. —
Malaysia has proposed a Bill that
would allow forecign states to seek
its help on crimes in those countries.
The Bill is expected to be debated in
the current Dewan Rakyat mecting,

The Mutual Assistance in Criminal
Matters Bill will also enable Malaysia
1 obtain inlernational assistance in
criminal matters by or through the at-
tornev-general,  using  diptomatic
channels.

The Bili defines serious offences as those
that come under the Anti-money Laundering

g 5 S A
Quattrocchi extradition)g\se

NEW DELHI, Aprii 9. — An appeal by Ottavio
Quattrocchi — accused by the CBI of receiving $7.13
million as kickbacks in the Bofors case -— against
extradition proceedings initiated against him is pending
before the Malaysian High Court. The CBI said it wasn't in
a position to indicate how long it will take for Quattrocchi
o be extradited. A Malaysian trial court was hearing the
extradition proceedings before Quattrocchi moved the
High Court.. The CBI claims it has documents to
substantiate its charge. — SNS§

Act and crimes that would lead to a minimum  duct searches or seizures if the.
able grounds to belicve that .
quested for are in Malaysia.

one-vear jail ierm or death penalty.
The Bill. however. does not authoerise the

nternational crime trail

arrest or detention of un: ne ToMEx-
tradition. According to 5~ provisions,
prescribed foreign states . request
for search and seizure il also en-
forcement of forfeiture nr.  made in
their country.

Clause 35 provides ¢ -
Court here 1o register . oreign for-
feiture order for the . werv and
confiscation of funds or ;= perty re-
ceived in connection witl 0 offence
committed in that courtr

Similarly. the A-G mo» opph for a
warrant following a o, @ 1o con-
s Tt ayon-

ingy re-

he High
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Mahathir for
to define t"erroris

K- tsﬁ Amit Bamahg g

SINGAPORE, APRIL 1. The Malay-
sian Prime Minister, Mahathir
Mohamad, today called for an
“international agreement” for
the condemnation of an act of
terrorism. )

Dr. Mahathir's statement,
made at the inauguration of an
extraordinary session of the
three-day Islamic Conference of
Foreign Ministers in Kuala
lLumpur today, saw him reiter-
ate the need for a U.N. confer-
ence to define “terrorism”. “I
would like to suggest here that
armed attacks or other forms of
attacks against civilians must be
regarded as acts of terror and
the perpetrators regarded as
terrorists... if the attack is
against civilians, then they must
be considered terrorists,” he
said. “Graups or Governments,
which suppert attacks on civil-
ians, must be regarded as ter-
rorists, nrespective of the
justification of the operations
carried out. irrespective of the
nobility of the struggle,” Dr.
Mahathir said in remarks that
mav be considered as provoca-
tive by some of the countries at-
tending the conference.

In & sense, the position taken
by Dr. Mahathir is very much a
mainstream one which con-
demns acts of violence against
terrorism _ not just restricted to
States or cause of his choice.
Calling upen the U.N. to define
terrorism, Dr. Mahathir said:
“But Muslims everywhere must
condemn terrorism once it is
clearly defined. Terrorising pea-

le is not the way of Islam. Cer-
tainly, killing people is not
Islamic.” “We must object
strongly to the linking of Mus-
lims with terror just because a
few Muslims have resorted to
acts of terror. We must point
out that Christians, Buddhists,

Hindus, jews and others are |

equally guilty of terrorism. Ter-

rorists’ must be identified by |

their acts and nothing else,” he

stressed.
According to him, the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks wete an “un-

mitigated disaster” for Muslims

all over the world. “Our image,
which had not been good, has
been made worse. It does not
help that we are weak and dis-
united. Unless we are able to
turn the present worldwide an-
ger over the terrorist attack of
Sept. 11 into a real campaign
against all terrorists irrespective
of their religious faiths, we are
going to find that Muslim bash-
ing will be heightened...”

Calling for unity among the
often fractious Islamic Foreign
Ministers forum, he said, "Let
us put aside other considera-
tions and strive for consensus in
our fight against the blight of
blind anger and frustration and
prove that Isleun is indeed a way
of life that will bring about the
well-being and glory to the
Muslims and to mankind as a
whole,”” he maintained.

On the Israeli aggression
against the Palestinians, Dr.
Maharthir said it was not an eve

for an eve as far as the Israelis |
were concerned _ it was a[ife for -

being hit by a stone,
-~
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