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JAKARTA, AUG. 15. Indo-
nesian courts on
Thursday acquitted a
| general and five other
officers accused of
' grave human rights
violations when East
Timor voted for inde-
pendence in 1999.
. The verdict out-
raged human rights
groups, who have
| long feared that most
of those who un-
| leashed bloody may-
| hem  across the
| half-island state
would go unpuni-
shed, despite Indone-
sia’s promises to the
international community that
justice will be done.
Concerned that future prose-
cutions against 11 other Indo-
nesian officials would also
collapse, some demanded the
United Nations set up an inde-
pendent war crimes tribunal.

East

Military and police officers,

along with families and friends
cheered and hugged Thursday’s
defendants when the ‘“not
guilty” verdicts were read.

One court cleared Brig. Gen.
Timbul Silaen — Indonesia’s
last police chief in East Timor —
of charges that he allowed his
men to take part in atrocities or
did nothing to stop a rampage
by paramilitary gangs who op-
! posed independence from In-

former E. Timor
* officers acqultted

BRSNS
The former Kovalima district head in

Timor, Herman Sedyono, is

overcome with emotion as he is
embraced by his wife, after being
acquitted at a court in Jakarta on

Thursday. — AP
donesia. Later, another court
acquitted a group of two active
colonels and two majors in the
army and police force, along
with a retired army colonel.

“The defendants have not
been proven guilty and there-
fore should be acquitted of all
charges,” said Judge Cicut Su-
tiarso.

He said there was ‘no evi-
dence’’ they had conspired with
the gangs who ended the vio-
lence when a multinational
peacekeeping force arrived.

All had been charged with al-
lowing men under their com-
mand to commit atrocities,
which included rape, murder
and driving hundreds of thou-
sands of people from their
homes. — AP
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EAST TIMOR / VERDICT A SHAM, SAY RIGHTS GROUPS

JAKARTA, AUG. 14. [n the first verdict in a
series of unprecedented war crimes trials,
Indonesia’s last Governor of East Timor
was convicted and sentenced to three years
in prison for doing nothing to stop mas-
sacres when the tiny territory voted for in-
dependence in 1999.

Abilio Soares punched his fist into the air
as the decision was announced on Wednes-
day. He angrily declared he would appeal.
Prosecutors, too, said they would launch a
legal challenge to what they and rights ac-
tivists described as a too-lenient sentence
that could serve as a template for pending
cases, some involving Indonesian military
and police generals.

“I've been made a scapegoat,” Mr. Soares
told reporters. “How can [, one person, dis-
band a militia which is armed with spears,
axes and guns?” The verdict was delivered
by a human rights court trying 18 former
officials, army officers and police com-
manders charged with crimes against hu-
manity. They have been accused of
orchestrating the violence and mayhem
that shook East Timor before and after a
U.N.-sponsored independence referendumn
three years ago.

Human rights groups have called the
trials a whitewash — and Mr. Soares’ three-
vear sentence was likely to do little to dispel
that impression.

»“This shows that Indonesia is not serious
about justice for what happened in East
Timor,” said Rosentino Amaduhei of Yaya-
san Hak, East Timor’s leading human rights
organisation. Speaking in the East Tim-

Ex-Governor convicted of massacres

orese capital of Dili, he said a three-year
sentence was ridiculous, adding that indi-
vidual militiamen had been sentenced to 20
vears in jail in East Timor for a single mur-
der. “The verdict is irrelevant as the process
trom the beginning was deeply, deeply
flawed,” said Sidney Jones from the Brus-
sels-based think tank International Crisis
Group. “By no stretch of the imagination
can you say justice has been achieved.”
Mr. Soares was Indonesia's Governor of
East Timor during the U.N.-organised pleb-
iscite. He is only one of three Timorese
among the 18 defendants, who include the
Indonesian military and police command-

rmer Indonesian Governor o East
Timor, Abilio Soares, sits in the dock
during his trial at a court in Jakarta on

Wednesday. — AP e
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ers of the province at the time. Judge Emmy f
Murni Mustafa said the defendant had |
“failed to prevent his men from committing |
grave human rights violations.” She said |
Mr. Scares was given a lighter sentence :
than the 10 1/2 years requested by the pros- ’
ecution because of a request for leniency |
from the East Timorese President, Xanana
Gusmao. “The letter shows a spirit of recon-
ciliation, which could have been buried by !
a heavy sentence,” Ms. Mustafa said.

The ad hoc human rights court was es-
tablished last year in response to intense )
international pressure for Jakarta to bring |
to justice those responsible for the blood- |
shed. The trials — played out since March
in cramped and sweltering courtrooms —
have been fraught with shortcomings, crit- [
ics say. The indictments play down the role |
of the military, which the United Nations
has blamed for the violence.

But Ms. Mustafa echoed the government
position, saying both sides were to blame.
“The clashes which occurred were started
by both the pro-independence and anti-in-
dependence groups so therefore both sides
must share the responsibility for the vio-
lence,” she said.

If the trials of three army and police gen-
erals result in convictions, it wceuld be the
first time high-ranking Indonesian military
commanders have been punished for dec-
ades of abuses in East Timor and elsewhere
in the country. Hundreds were killed in the
lead-up to the August 30, 1999 referendum
that saw the overwhelming majority of Tim-
orese vote for independence. — AP
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oke of midnight — on May 19,
2002, the world will welcome East Timor
into the family of nations. It will be a histor-
ic moment for East Timor, and for the Unit-
ed Nations. A proud and resilient people
will realise a dream common to all peoples
— to live as free men and women under a
government of their own choosing. The
pride of the East Timorese on that night will
also be the pride of the international com-
munity and of the United Nations. Rarely
has the world come together with such uni-
ty, resolve and speed to secure a people’s
self-determination. Credit for this achieve-
ment should go first and foremost to the
East Timorese people, who have shown
great courage and perseverance in rebuild-
ing their country. They have risen to every
challenge that has confronted them, and
have unfailingly demonstrated their com-
mitment to democracy. There are still
daunting challenges ahead, but with a de-
termined and dedicated leadership in
place, and a strong Constitutional founda-
tion, I believe they can face the future with
confidence.

The international community can also
take pride in the contribution we have
made. After the swift restoration of order by
the international force, authorised by the
United Nations Council, the United Na-
tions Transitional Administration in East
Timor (UNTAET) was established in Octo-
ber 1999 with a mandate as unique as it was
ambitious. The United Nations, in partner-
ship with the people of East Timor, was
tasked with rebuilding a devastated country
and

preparing ji-for independence. _
Since the#r peace has been secured, and

new dawn tor East Timor

basic governmental structures and laws
have been put in place. A sense of normality
has returned. Children are atiending
schools, roads are being built, buildings re-
constructed, health systems established —
and new businesses are opening up every-
day. The citizens of East Timor have turned
out in overwhelming numbers to vote in the
Constituent Assembly and Presidential
elections. Most encouragingly, in the last
few months increasing numbers of refugees
have returned.

United Nations peacekeepers and inter-

national police have brought about a return

of law and order. The embryonic national
military and police forces are creating the
foundation for a secure future under the
rule of law. True security also requires that
East Timor balance effectively the twin de-

OPINION

mands of justice and reconciliation. This is
an area where the international community
must continue to support East Timorese ef-
forts, particularly by helping the Commis-
sion for Reception, Truth and
Reconciliation, which is about to start its
vitally important work. Perhaps most im-
portantly, the United Nations has helped
put in place the foundations for effective,
representative, and legitimate government.

The people of East Timor are rightly
proud of the peaceful and legitimate char-
acter of their elections — just as they are of
the high proportion of women in their in-
stitutions of state. For many months now,
authority in virtually every sphere of public

20 May, when East Timor becomes an inde-
pendent nation, an experienced and re-
sponsible executive and legislature will
already be firmly in place.

But all this is only a beginning. The Gov-
ernment of East Timor faces enormous
tasks, in the months and years ahead. The
world must not abandon East Timor at this
critical juncture. It must do everything it
can to help ensure that the first years of
independence are years of stability and
progress.

The people of East Timor surely deserve
that. A folow-on U.N. peacekeeping pres-
ence will provide support in three areas
that are critical for the stability and viability
of the new State: public administration, law
and order, and external security.

That support will be reduced gradually
over two years, as the role of the United
Nations becomes one of providing tradi-
tional development assistance.

Good relations with its nearest neigh-
bours will be essential to East Timor’s fu-
ture stability.

This will include close cooperation with
Indonesia, in order to ensure timely agree-
ment on the delimitation of the border, on
the situation of the remaining refugees in
West Timor, and on cooperation in prose-
cuting those accused of the serlous crimes
committed in 1999. )

As Secretary-General, ] am proud of the
part the United Nations has pmdldin that
struggle, and especially in fts last phase. I

‘pledge that this will mark not an énd, but a

new beginning. The United Nations stands
ready to play its full part alongside the inde-
pendent nation of East Timor.

life has been vested in the East Timorese e writer is Secretary-General, United
rather than in United Nations officials. On ations)
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¥ East Timor in 1975. — AFP,

Jakarta pats Gus:%o”,‘\g\g M\ Ii\

JAKARTA: Indonesia gave its congratulations on Thursday
Xanana Gusmao, rebel leader who spearheaded East Timor's
bloody struggle against Indonesian occupation and was
overwhelmingly elected this weekend as the nascent nation’s
new President. The Foreign Minister, Hassan Wirayuda,
spoke with Mr. Gusmao — who spent seven years in jail in
Jakarta after being captured in 1992 — by telephone soon
after election results were announced on Wednesday, a
Ministry spokesman Marti Natalegawa said. He said
Indonesia welcomed the peaceful, free and democratic
manner in which the elections were held. “Indonesia looks
forward to building a close and warm relation with East
Timor.” Ties between the two nations have improved
significantly since 1999, when elements of the Indonesian
military mounted a revenge campaign of killing, looting and
burning in East Timor after voters chose independence in a
U.N. sponsored independence ballot. Indonesia occupied
East Timor in 1975. Hundreds died and 250,000 people fled
their homes in the 1999 violence that ended in Septembes of
that year with the arrival of international peacekeepers. Fast
Timor has been under U.N. rule ever since. — AP
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DILI (East Timor), April 16. —
Mr Xanana Gusmao has won
East Timor’s first presidential
elections, completing his trans-
formation from poet to a gun-
toting guerrilla commander to a
respected statesman.

The wildly popular 55-year-old

Mr Gusmao has been the symbol - &

of East Timor’s struggle for inde-
pendence since it was invaded by
Indonesia in 1975.

With 89 per cent of the
378,538 votes counted today, Mr
Gusmao had 79.4 per cent, ac-
cording to calculations based on

{data released by the electoral
commission. His sole challenger,
Mr Francisco Xavier do Amaral,
had 17 per cent. Remaining bal-
lots from Sunday’s election were
ruled invalid.

“We won,” said Ms Milena
Pires, Mr Gusmao’s campaign
manger. “We have around 80 per

i cent already, which is an excel-
lent achievement.”

Mr Do Amaral, who said he
was only running to provide the.
electorate a choice, has no im-
mediate plans to concede defeat,
his supporters said. The UN
electoral authorities said they
would announce the official re-
sults tomorrow.

0 sweeps
Timo olls

Mr Xanana Gusmao

The elections are the final step
in East Timor’s long and bloody
struggle to break free of foreign
rule. On 20 May , East Timor will
become the world’s newest inde-
pendent country when its transi-
tional UN administration for-
mally hands over the running of
the country.

Mr Jose Alexandre Gusmao
joined East Timor’s independ-
ence movement in 1974, follow-
ing a coup in Lisbon that spelled
the end of the Portuguese colo-
nial empire. Before that time, he
was a fun-loving young man in
the colony’s capital, Dili. His
nickname, Xanana, he says, is
derived from the American rock
‘n’ roll group Sha Na Na.
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“East Timorese flock 0 polls_

Dill, APRIL 14. East Timorese)(\Q ,’\

flocked to the polls today to
pick the man who next month
will represent their tiny country
as President when it becomes
the first new nation of the new
millennium.

Even before the sun rose
above the mountains that ring
Dili, East Timor's waterfront
capital, crowds were milling
around polling booths. There
was keen competition to be
first in line when the voting
slips were handed out for a lop-
sided contest in which the in-
dependence hero, Xanana
Gusmao, takes on a relative un-
known, Francisco Xavier do
Amaral. The men are running
independently of political par-
ties.

Today's vote marks another
way station for this once-trou-
bled region on its way to state-
hood. Voters already elected a
Parliament last August, for a
provisional Government led by
Chief Minister, Mari Alkatiri,
who will become Prime Minis-
ter on independence day, May
20.

That's the day the powder-
blue flag of the United Nations
will be taken down and the
banner of “Timor Lorosae” run
up to take its place. The Presi-

The East Timorese presidential candidate, Alexander
‘Xanana' Gusmao (right), casts his vote as the sole
Opposition candidate, Francisco Xavier do Amaral, looks on
at a polling station in DIli, East Timor, on Sunday. — AP

dent _ most likely the warrior-
poet Gusmao, who was once
jailed by the Indonesian Gov-
ernment for his political activ-
ism _ will have limited powers
in this semi-presidential sys-
tem: he will be able to dismiss
Parliament and declare war,
but he does not appoint the
Government.

But a big mandate for Mr.
Gusmao, who led East Timor

out of colonial status in 1999,
will give him a lot of clout over
the Fretilin party, which holds
55 of the 88 seats in Parliament.
Mr. Gusmao intends to show
that there is popular support
for a powerful President who
can check the might of a Gov-
ernment run by Fretilin _
former warriors group he
to lead. — DPA
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Historic E. Timor polls todayy

DILI (EAST TIMOR): Thousands of supporters of the two candidates |

competing in East Timor’s first presidential elections rallied
in the capital to mark the end of the

+ three-week campaign ahead of Sunday’s

historic election. Dancing to the beat of

gongs, drums and cymbals, over 1,000

people gathered outside the seafront

offices of Francisco Xavier do Amaral.

- They were confident their candidate

would win the election, despite \k «

d

GLOBESCAN

predictions that he will lose by a
landslide. Across town, people gathe
on a soccer pitch to hear Xanana
Gusmao, the former guerilla leader who
is heavily favoured to win (the picture

: shows Mr. Gusmao speaking to
mediapersons in Dili on Saturday). ‘Xanana has proved
himself,” said Flavius Dos Santos, a schoolteacher. “If it
weren’t for him, we would not be here waiting to elect our
own President.” The vote will pave the way for East Timor to
become the world’s newest country on May 20, when the
U.N. administration hands over to an East Timorese
Government. The world body has been overseeing East
Timor since it voted for independence from 24-years of
Indonesian occupation in August 1999. Organisers predict a
high turnout. More than 2,000 internation d local !
monitors will observe the vote. — AP ;




“Skip E. Timor fete, Megawati told :
¢ \ L b A4 (R

By Amit Baruah. le ‘

SINGAPORE, APRIL. 19. A month
from today, the new nation of
East Timor will take birth. With
a newly-elected President, Xa-
nana Gusmao, East Timorese
will take over their nation from
the U.N.’s transitional adminis-
tration. As the nation of 800,000
prepares to receive dignitaries
from across the world, discor-
dant notes are being sounded in
Indonesia.

The Indonesian President,
Megawati Sukrnoputri, has al-
ready been asked by leading
politicians in the country not to
attend the East Timor inde-
pendence day celebrations on
May 20 in the capital, Dili. East
Timor residents voted over-
whelmingly in a 1999 referen-
dum to be free of Indonesian
rule, a process that was marred
by violence. The “loss” of Indo-
nesia’s “27th province”, clearly,
weighs heavily on some top
leaders in Indonesia. Already,
the Golkar party leader, Akbar
Tandjung, facing trial in a cor-
ruption case, has asked Ms.

< £

Members of East Timor's legislature listen to the
President-elect, Xanana Gusmao (not seen), in Dill
on Friday. Mr. Gusmao outlined his economic
programme for East Timor which would become
the world’s newest nation on May 20. — AP

Megawati not to travel to East
Timor for the independence
celebrations. “The President
should listen to suggestions by
the (lower) House (of Parlia-
ment). It’s better for the Presi-
dent not to attend,” Mr. Akbar
said in Jakarta. Dozens of Head
of State are expected to be in
Dili when the U.N. hands over
the reins of Government to East

Timor leaders. The Indonesian
President has been invited by
the U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi
Annan, as well as East Timor's
leadership to attend the cele-
brations.

According to the Indonesian
Foreign Minister, Hasan Wiray-
uda, the President had not yet
decided whether or not she
would accept the invitation.
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/National Questions

Just as India and Pakistan, driven by their mutually
antagonistic ideas about nationhood, square off for yet
another potential conflict across the Line of Control, in
far away South East Asia a new nation has been born.
At the stroke of midnight hour on Saturday, East Timor
was inducted as the 190th member of the UN. A
Portuguese colony for over 300 years, East Timor was
militarily annexed by Indonesia in 1975 soon after the
withdrawal of the colonial power. The illegal occupa-
tion was inaugurated by a massacre of Timorese people
which has few historical parallels in an island-nation of
that size. By the time the UN-sponsored referendum
came along in 1999, an estimated 200,000 Timorese
people had lost their lives in a quarter of a century of
repression by Jakarta. Put that number alongside the
population of the newly independent nation — 8,00,000
according to latest figures — and one begins to get some
idea of what was at stake in the long Timorese march to
freedom. Yet, for a long time, the logic of the cold war
dictated that there would be little international support
for the Timorese struggle. The US in particular was only
too willing to look the other way because the crimes
in East Timor were being conducted by a cliig; regime,

led by military dictator Suharto.  \ \\-\
Contrarians might argue that the

N

member of the community of nations.

imonese
insurgency was not so much an expression of legitimuate
indigenous aspirations as a cynical exercise in power
grab by a local elite aided and abetted by regional
powers, such as Australia, with the aim of weakening a
rival strategic player. While there might be a grain of
truth in this, the insinuation that the Timorese
disaffection was no more than a product of a foreign
hand can hardly — as we know only too well — be taken
seriously. The same can be said for the argument that
opposes the new Timorese state on the grounds that a
proliferation of such tiny, impoverished nations does no
good either for the local population or the global order.
Economically unviable, they are hugely vulnerable in
the face of pressures by the global big boys, principally
the US. While that might be so, the simple fact is that the
pervasive American influence on the global scene is a
function of reasons other than the creation or otherwise
of a tiny new state. Warm welcome then y‘he newest




“ANATION IS BORN X\(\/ W\ nﬁ\g
E Timor celebrates
freedom after 450 yrs

Dili, May 19

EAST TIMOR declared its
hard-fought independence
shortly after midnight

front of tens of thousands of 4
revelers, taking its place &8 <
the first new nation of the -

millennium.

On a makeshift stage in a
field on the outskirts of the
capital Dili, UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan handed
over the reins of power to
East Timor’'s Parliament
chief, triggering a thunderous
roar from the crowd.

Former guerrilla leader
Xanana Gusmao was declared
President. He stood by An-
nan’s side as the blue UN flag

was lowered by a UN soldier

clad in camouflage to the
strains of We Shall Overcome.

The black, red and white
East Timor flag was carried to
the stage by a Timorese sol-
dier flanked by six colleagues
carrying rifles with fixed bay-
onets.

The new national anthem
rang out as the flag was slow-
ly raised, marking the birth of
a staunchly Roman Catholic
territory surrounded by the
world’s most populous Mus-
lim country, Indonesia.

Later, fireworks lit up the
night skies.

“] salute you, people of East
Timor, for the courage and
perseverance you have
shown,” a smiling Annan told
the crowds in a dusty field on
the outskirts of Dili.

“You should be very proud.
That a small nation is able to
inspire the world and be the
focus of our attention is the
highest tribute that I can pay,”
Annan said.

“At this moment, we hon-
our every citizen of East Tim-
or who persisted in the strug-
gle for independence. We also
remember the many who are
no longer with us but who
dreamed of this moment. It is
their day too,” Annan said.

.0

AP PHOTO

-Formier US Prasident Bill Clinton hugs East Timor President-elect
Xanana Gusmao at Dill airport on Sunday.

@I515: First Portugese
traders arrive

@1859: Timor divided into
Portugese East, Dutch West

@1942: Thousands die in

Australia

@®1975: Portugal withdraws: : .
Indonesia invades

Run-up to independence

fighting between Japan 8, f,' :
“ % Suharto's 32-year rule
~ §1999:Vote for freadom

"f.ZOOZ: E Timor become
',!nd;pendeﬂr}t

@1976: Indonesia annexes #

East Timor

@1991: Indonesia troops
massacre protesters in Dili

©1992: Rebel leader
Xanana Gusmao is captured

$1898: End of President

Annan told Timorese inde- %puﬁe, unity and resolve.

pendence was just the start of
a long journey. “Indepen-
dence is not an end. It is the
beginning of self-rule, which
requires compromise, disci-

WE HINDUSTAN The~

‘While youthave succeeded in
one challénge, winning your
independence, this only paves
the way for many more.”

Reute?
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EAST TIMOR / FORMIDABLE CHA[LENGES AHEAD
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By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, MAY 19. At the stroke of the mid-
night hour, East Timor, long under the In-
donesian heel, was born a free nation. With
a population of 800,000 (similar to that of
Fiji), East Timor will be the 190th member
of the United Nations.

As celebrations continued in the capital

‘Dili, graced by a satisfied U.N. Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, the long march to
freedom for this poor South-East Asian na-
tion has just begun. There is little deubt
that the people of East Timor, once a Portu-
guese colony, deserve their freedom just as
much as citizens of other free nations - per-
haps more - given their sustained cam-
paign for freedom from Indonesian
occupation.

With an estimated 200,000 deaths under
Indonesian occupation since 1975, the East
Timorese fought long and hard till they
managed to win their freedom in a U.N.-
supervised referendum on August 30, 1999.
During the referendum, there was unprece-
dented violence unleashed by militias
backed by the Indonesian armed forces be-
fore international intervention effectively
ended the carnage.

On April 14 this year, the veteran guerilla
leader, Xanana Gusmao, was elected Presi-
dent of East Timor by a whopping margin.
Out of a total electorate of 439,000, Mr.
Gusmao received 86.2 per cent of the vote.
In Dili, apart from the formal passing of the
baton to the East Timor President, the first
Government of the Democratic Republic of
East Timor will take shape. The word “tran-
sitional” disappears from its nomenclature
forever.

There will be enormous pressure on the
new East Timor leadership to deliver - the
country is one of the poorest in South-East
Asia with a per capita income of $500. Vari-
ous political strands in East Timor will also
be under test to work together as a team
and actualise what has been promised to
the people. Whatever be the challenges,
one thing is clear - that the people have got
their “own”” Government and, henceforth,
will have the power and the authority to

USHERING IN A NEW DAWN: East Timorese girls hold candle lights during the

New nation takes birth

independence celebrations in Dili on Sunday. — AFP

install and remove home-grown political
leaderships and groups.

The country, which has a single impor-
tant export (coffee) and has some 85 per
cent of its people living in rural areas, faced
a total collapse of its economy in the wake
of the 1999 referendum. Considerable re-
construction work has been taken up by the
United Nations with the help of the donor
community. “The Timor Sea Arrangement
reached on July 5, 2001, with the Govern-
ment of Australia is an extremely important
agreement for East Timor. Revenues from
the Timor Sea will help ensure that the
gains made in social and economic recov-
ery since the violence of 1999 are main-
tained and increased, and will allow East
Timor to escape dependence on external
aid to finance its budget after mid-decade
(2005). The important issue which will face
the new Government.... is how to make the
best use of these revenues for sustained ec-
onomic development and poverty reduc-
tion,” a World Bank document said.

On the streets of Dili, there were demon-
strators demanding that the oil from the
Timor Sea be used for East Timor alone.

o

Many in East Timor believe that with the
sharing of revenues with Australia, their
country has got a raw deal out of the ar-
rangement. ‘‘East Timor faces an enormous
challenge in simultaneously undertaking a
fundamental political transformation and
building of State institutions.... the declara-
tion of political independence will not in
itself signal the emergence of a fully func-

tional civil administration or the achieve-
ment of reconstruction and development
goals.

“Indeed, at the time of independence,
most civil servants will have been in place
for less than 12 months, with financial and

administrative systems still new and fragile.
While major advances have been made, the
East Timorese administration will require
continued assistance for a sustained period
after independence,” the World Bank paper
added.

While one cannot forget the ground real-
ities of poverty and under-development,
the fact remains that May 20, first and fore-
most, is a day of celebration for the people
of East Timor.
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© DILI (East Timor), Fpb. 9.
i — East Timor’s constituent

assembly approved a draft
' constitution today in the ti-
' ny territory’s latest move to-

ward statehood.
Officials said the draft en-

. visaged a government run

along parliamentary lines
rather than presidential,
unlike an earlier version

! that called for the president
© to have extensive powers.

~ East Timor’s independ-
. ence hero Mr Xanana Gus-

mao is widely expected tp
win the presidential elec-

“"East Timor y

_ tion after it becomes formal-

ly independent on 20 May.
Officials will distribute

. copies of the draft constitu-
© tion to get feedback from or-
. dinary citizens before the

assembly formally approves

~ the document, expected ear-
' ly next month.

The United Nations has

' administered East Timor

since late 1999, when for-
eign peacekeepers stepped
in after pro-Jakarta militias
destroyed much of the coun-
try following a referendum
that saw an overwhelming
vote for independence from
Indonesia. During today’s
vote on the draft constitu-
tion, a few members of the
88-geat assembly abstained
and questioned whether the

. East Timorese would accept

the new document as it cur-
tailed presidential power.
But the assembly is under no

. legal obligation to accept

changes suggested by citi-
zens to the draft constitution.
Indonesia invaded the for-

" mer Portuguese colony in
' 1975 and annexed it the fol-

lowing year in a move never

. recognised by the UN. 7/



