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MANILA, Oct. 23. — Five suspected
Abu Sayyaf activists, The suspects,
aged between 18 to 27 years, were ar-
rested for a wave of bombings which
killed 12 people including a US
saldier, officials said today.

President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
paraded the handcuffed suspects be-
fore television cameras today and later
convened a Nationat Security Council
meeting to thwart future terrorist ai-
tacks, “Without giving details, T think
it is also important to reveal that they
were virtually caught in the act of pre-
paring for the next bombing,” she said.

The chief police superintendent, Mr
Eduarde Matillano, said the five be-

by Abu Solaiman based on the neagby
island of Jolo, where rebel factions
holding three Indonesians and four
Filipino preachers are on the run from
a military operation.
" “We received information about
themn and on the basis of this informa-
tion, we raided two safe houses. We
caught the four suspects in the first
house and in the second house we
caught the fifth,” Mr Matillano said.
The seized evidence indicated “they are
the ones responsible for the bombings™.
Police said they seized a map of
Zamboanga, two pistols, explosive
chemicals, nails, tools, camouflage
uniforms, a bottle of gasoline and a di-
agram on how to make a car bomb
from the safe houses. Pocket-sized

gé f o - n§3 gie
copies of Kordn, car registrations, and
grocery receipts werc nlso seized.
Among the evidence wus a baggage
tag from one of the two shopping
malls bombed on the 17 October.

A police report said the suspects
were now undergoing tactcal interrog-
ation and had admitted involvement in
the bombing. An associaie of the sus-
pects, identified only as Alex, was still
at large but was being monjtored.

Authorities are also tighiening se-
curity at the Edwin Andrews Air Force
base and oil depets in Jamboanga
City amidst reports that these wouid
be the next targets.

The arrests came amidst warnings
that the series of bontbings in Zamboan-
ga and Manila could be « prelude to a
“big bang”, inteiligence souroes said.
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Zamboanga (Philippines); At least six people were
killed and 144 wounded, many critically, in homb at-
tacks in shopping centres in the southern Philippines
city of Zamboanga on Thursday, officials said.
The attacks are the latest in a spate of bomb attacks
in the troubled southern Philippines this month.
The first blast occurred at 11:30 a.m. in the Shop-O-
i Rama department store, and was followed half an
hour later at the adiacent Shoppers Central shop. Po-
lice said thev found a third bomb in the area and were
in the process of trying to defuse it.

The blasts took place at the same time that cere-
 monies were being held to turn over command of the
military’s southern command from Lt. Gen. Ernesto
Carolina to Lt. Gen. Narciso Abaya.

The military has tagged a leader of the Abu Sayyaf
Muslim kidnapping group as being behind the bomb
. attacks. A military spokesman said the bombs nsed in
Thursday's attack in Zamboanga city were the same
type used in an October 2 bomhing that killed a US
serviceman and three Filipinos here. agences

A policeman rushes to assist a man injured in one of
the two bomb blasts in Zamboanga on Thursday.
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,/Abu Sayyaf behead;

}

7 two hostages "

\
. JOLO (PHILIPPINES), AUG. 22. The
heads of two Jehovah’s Witness-
es kidnapped in a Muslim extre-

Lemuel Montulo and his
sister, Flor, who were
abducted by the Abu Sayvaf
on Tuesday. Montuio was
beheaded on Thursday. — AP

mist group’s stronghold were
found dwnped in a public mar-
ket on Thursday in the southern
Philippines. Four other mem-
bers of the Christian sect re-
mained captives. The military
and local police had blamed the
Al-Qaida-linked  Abu
group for the Tuesday ahduc-
tions, saying the nephew of a lo-
cal Abu  Sayyvaf leader was
among the armed kidnappers.
But they backtracked on Thurs-

Sayyal

SRAV?
day. blaming a group of banilits
headed by the nephew.

The incident, which bore all
the hallmacks of an Abu Savyal
attack, has been a huge embar-
rassment for the military and
the Government of the Presi-
dent, Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
whao said just weeks ago that the
Abu Sayvaf had been decimated
and virtually defeated with the
help of a six-month 1J.S. coun-
ter-terrorism training exercise.

“Just when you thought it
was safe to go back into the wa-
ter, the sharks called Abu Sayyaf
rear their ugly heads again,”
said the Manila Standard news-
paper.

Brig. Gen. Romeo Telentino,
ammy commander on the south-
ern isiand of Jola in Sulu prov-
ince, said the heads of the two
male hostages were found in

bags with notes denouncing |

them as ‘infidels’. The bags
were left at food stands about
100 metres apart at the main
market in the town of Jolo. The

attached notes called for ‘jihad’ |

or Islamic holy war, included a
passage from the Kean and
were written in Arabic and the
local Tausug dialect, Gen. To
lentino said.

“They did this because they

want o punish the non-believ- ;

ers of Allah.” he said. — AP
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'PHILIPPINES / PROTESTS MAR BUDGET SPEECH

Arroyo declares war on

¥ terrorism

ﬁm

MANILA, JuLY 22. Thousands of
protesters clashed with police
as the Philippines President,
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, scek-
g 1o reassure o country bat-
tered by economic woes and
crime, vowed to win the war on
poverty within a decade and to
arrest kingpins of corruption
and drugs.

In her second state of the na-
tion address, Ms. Arrovo out-
lined her vision for a classless
society with a heavy emphasis
on creating and improving job
opportunities. She tried to woo
jittery foreign investors, calling
the Philippines the third-best
perlorming economy in Asia
and the best in South-east Asia.

Referring to a U.S. military
exercise aimed at helping Phi-
lippine troops wipe out the bra-
14l Abu Sayyaf Muslim extremist
group, Ms. Arrovo said the glob-
al anti-terror  coaliion has
helped break what she called
“the cycle of terrorism and
criminality.” She said Washing-
ton would conduct more exer-
cises to boost the poorly trained
Philippine military’s capabili-
ties. About 1,000 U.5. troops are
in the Philippines as part of the
current  six-month  exercise,
which ends on July 31. The Abu

Sayyaf has been loosely linked
to Osama bin Laden's Al-Qaeda
network.

With its long-term goals and
plea for patience, the speech
sounded like a campaign
launch for the 2004 presidential
election. Ms. Arroyo was swept
to power in January 2001 by
mass protests that ousted her
now-jailed predecessor, Joseph
Estrada. There is widespread
specuiation that she will seek
her own six~year term.

Ms. Arroye asked for an end
to political divisiveness, saying
the Government needed strong
institutions and bureaucracy to
implement policy. “A strong re-
public takes care of the people
and takes care of their future,”
she said. “Thus, a strong repub-
lic is the bedrock of the victory
we seek over poverty within the
decade.” She alsc took a swipe
at Mr. Estrada — who last week
said the Philippines is dying
slowly and accused Ms, Arroyo
of weak leadership — by claim-
ing the country would have
been bankrupt within a few
maonths if the former action film
star hadn't left office early.

“A strong republic takes care
of the people and takes care of
their future,” she said. “Thus, a

, poverty - *“‘) s

\rn

strong republic is the bedrock of .
the victory we seek over poverty |
within the decade.” In a staie-
ment published in newspapers |
on Monday, Mr. Estrada said '
there was no way Ms. Arrave |
could gloss over the countr’s
political and economic ills and |
the worsening law-and-order |
problems that have driven av.ay :
investors,

OQuiside Congress, thousawds

of left-wing protesters — in-
cluding many who backed \is.
Arroya's  1ise to  pow

clashed with police as the dem-
onstrators called for her re~ig-
nation and demanded land and
an end to the U.5. counter ter-
rorism exercise. Two layer- of
riot police kept the protesters
several blocks away from the
House of Representatives,
where Ms. Arroyo arrivied by
helicopter to deliver her speech.

At one point, some of the pro-
testers burned ber effigv and
tried to remove iron ralings
used as a roadblock. Backed by
water cannons, riot police
charged the unruly crow: with
truncheons.  Stones  rinmed
down, injuring severai pucple
and at least four photogranphers,
including one from The A-soci-
ated Press. — AP _
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Vice-President
resigns post

.7y 3.

Philippine Daily
Inquirer/ ANN S .

STANILA, July 2. - Viee-Presi-
aetrt Mr Teofisto Guingona has
vendered his resignation as sec-
oy of foreiga affairs after a
“heart 10 heart” talk with Presi-
dont Ms Gloria Macapagal-Ar-
sove ast night in Davao City. 8
joint stiatement isued by them
sud today. Ms Macapagal ac-
cepted the resignation with re-
wrets. clfective from 15 July.

Mombers of the rufing party
fear the vitt between the Presi-
Junt and Viee-President could
ter apart e Lakas-NUCD.

Profrmicly, it has a way of de-
awralising the ranks of the La-
has pirty, especiatly now that
Nampi is being reactivated.”
fep Mr Magtanggol Gunigun-
Sy 1 said vesterday in reference
00 Ms Macapagal's original par-
. the Kubaitkatng Malayang
Uiipino,

A Giolgont's resignation fol-
aowed o prematuse release last
week of My Macapagal's tetter
woeepling his resignation from
G Cabinet,

House ol Representadives
Deputy Speaker Mr Raul Gon-
wher sald the USA was not
ploased  with ihe  Viee-
Prosident My Guingens

sectdly for his opposition o
e Babihaan Philippine-Us

L MG exereises,
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ZAMBOANGA, June 7. - US
hostage Mr Martin Burnham
and Filipina nurse Ms Ediborah
Yap were killed but Mr Burnha-
m’s wile, Gracia, was freed in a
military rescue attempt in Sir-
away, Zamboanga del Norte, the
armed forces chief Gen Roy Ci-
matu said today. Sporadic hostil-
ities are still ongoing, It Gen
Narriso Abaya said in a televi-
siorn interview,

The armed forces sent more
troops from the Army and the
Marines to beef up its cordon
around Siraway and neighbour-
g towns in Zamboanga del
Norte to prevent remnams of
the Abu Sayyaf bandits from es-
caping, an official said. “We
have deployed additional troops
to prevent them from getting
away,” Southern Command
spokesperson Lt Cot Danilo Ser-
vando said on radio.

The radio report also noted an
increased presence of American
soldiers, participating in the on-

~Abu Sayyaf kills 2 hostages

going Balikatan (2-1 exercises, in
the encounter site but did not say
if they would directly take part in
the battle. A military ground
commander, Col Renato Padus,
said no US troops were involved
in the rescue atferpt,

The AFP quoted him as say-
ing Kansas native Mr Burnham.
42, “was execuied by the Abu
Sayyaf rebels” when they real-
ised that a rescue attemipt was
underway. Li-Gen Abaya soid
troops recovered the “three vie-
tims” from the encounter, and
found Burnham dead. /
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Philippines,
> USAto fix
next round o

war games

Philippine Daily Inguirer
JAsia News Network

MANILA. Junc 25, — Philippine
and US milary officials are to
discuss this week the next round
ol joint military excrcises for this
year, Mamla's military chief Gen
Roy Cimatu said today.

More than 1,000 US troops are
currently deployed in the south-
cra Philippines, traimmg and as-
sisting the local army against the
Abu Sayvat. a local band of Al-
Qarda finked kidnappers. Offi-
cials said the American forces
have been providing key intelli-
agence data that hus fed o defeats
for the Abu Suyyaf on the ficld,
including one on 7 June when the
military rescued the Jast US hos-
tage hield by the group.

Gen Cimaty said he was 10
leave for Hawait fater today 1o
meet Admiral Thomas Fargo,
commander of the US forces in
the Pacific to discuss fulure
(raining excreises. § 4 goe o

“Among the topics to be dis-
cussed is the ongoing Balikatan
{Shoulder-to-Shoulder) exercises
in the country,” Gen Ciratu told
reporters at the presidential pat-
ace, where he received last-mi-
nute mstructions from President
Mys Gluria Macapagi-Arroyo.

Gen Cimatu said he and
Admiral Thomas Fargo would al-
~a discuss w further peographical
spread of the Balikatan o cover
the traming requirements of oth-
or Philippine militiry units.

Gen Cimata's 1rip comes
amid mereasing appeals from
the residents of the sebel-infes.
wed southern istand of Basilan
to allow 1he American forces |
ki ostay longer. OF the 1000
Agnerican sofdiers in the south, !
161y are  US Special Forees
troops assisting the Jocal army.
while more than 300 jre US
military cngincers bufding in-
frastructure, P

T™E STATESMAN
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S Crackdown on
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SINGAPORE, JUNE &. The Philippine :
President, Gloria Macapagal-Ar-
royo, has ordered the launch of
"search and destroy'’ operations
against the Abu Sayyaf militant
group in the southem
Philippines.

The orders came a day after
two hostages, an American and
Filipino, died during a rescue op-
erahon launched by the military.

“The President has issued clear
orders. The military is now carTy--
ing out search and destroy oper-
ations versus the Abu Sayyaf '
guerillas,” the President’s Na-
tional Se:,unty Adviser, Rolio Go-
lez, said in Manila today.

The Phillppine Armed Forces
Chief, Gen. Roy Cimatu

In a related development, the b (fﬂgh t), et)'(iamlnes :bl:‘eth
family of the dead American hos- ruises on <he arms ®
ta . rescued Ahu Sayyaf

ge, Martin Burnham, has called h h .

I ostage, Edwin Reseroni, in
upon the Philippine G{)\.ernments”awal on Saturday. — AFP
to wipe out the Abu Sayvaf. “We ! y.
would Jike to see the military continue and take care of this Abu
Sayvaf group,” Paui Burnham, Martin’s father, said. “This is a
terrorist group that has been hurting the Philippine people for a
long time.... we hope they will be able to eradicate this kidnap-for-
ransom gang and take care of many of the problems,” he was
quoted as saying.

While it remained unclear about who was responsible for the
deaths of Martin Burmham and Ediborah Yap, the Filipine hostage
killed. Philippine officials said they were killed probably in the
cross-fire.

Separately, the 1J.S. Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, has
said the rescue operation was “undersiandable” despite the death
of Martin Burnham. *‘The Burnhams (Martin's wife, Gracia, was
rescued after being shot in the leg) have not been well and they
lived in captivity along time, and it seems to me that the attempt to
save their lives was understandable”.

Every hoslage situation, Mr. Rumsfeld said, was a dangerous
one.

i




‘Philippines

Manila, June 9 (Reuters):
Philippine forces today sealed
escape routes of Muslim rebels
biamed for the death of two
hostages, including a US mis-
sipnary, and tightened security
insurrounding areas to stop any
atrempt to seize fresh hostages.
“We will not let them get
away with this,” regional mili-
tary commander Major General
KErnesto Carolina toid reporters
as hundreds of soldiers scoured
the jungles of Zamboanga del
Narte on southern Mindanao is-
land for Abu Sayval guerrillas
linked to Osama hin Laden.
President Gloria Macapagal
Arrovo ordered “search and de-
stroy” aperations against the
Abu Sayvafl after two hostages
held by the zang for over a vear
American missionar v Martin
purnham anid Philippine nurse
Dehorah Yap. were killed in a
blaze of gunfire during a mili-
tary rescue raid on Friday
Gracia DBurnham, also a
hostage, survived with a bullet
waound in her leg and is sched-
pled to leave for the IS on Mon-
dav to rejoin hor family in Wicli-
ta, Kansas.
A Manila television commen-
tator said the deaths of the

hostages were a hlow (o the
Thilippines’ image at a time
. -

when it was seeking to attract in-
vestors and tourists.

Other analysts appeared un-
perturbed. “On Monday, I don't
expect local stocks to react dra-
matically given that more or less
we expect incidents of this
kind,” said Astra del Castillo, di-
rector of the association of secu-
ritv analysts of the Philippines.

Carolina ordered naval gun-
hoats to step up patrols off the
Zamhoanga del Norte coast to
prevent the Abu Sayyaf from es-
caping to nearby islands.

Police said thev had also or-
dered their units in nearby popu-
lated centres to watch out for
suspicious people in case they
turned out to he rebels looking
for new hostages to snatch.

Arroyo had said the Philip-
pines military would be under
ne constraints now that the
rebels had no more hostages.

Regarded as the most violent

" of the Muslim separatist groups.

the Abu Sayvaf was founded in
the early 1990s by voung Muslim
jdenlogues who preached a vi-
sion of a separate lslamic state.

' The group conttinues to claim
to fight for an Islamic state in the
south of the mainly Catholic
Philippines but pursues kidnap
for ransom as its main activity

The US has linked the Abu

10 yw 20

Sayvaf to bin Laden and his al
Qaida network.

The Burnhams had worked
for 15 years in the Philippines as
missionaries for the Florida-
based New Tribes mission.

Gracia Burnham had a tear-
ful meeting with the four chil-
dren of the dead nurse Deborah
Yap in Manila today

“There were tears on both
sides,” UiS embassy spokesman
Frank Jenista said, describing
the meeting. Military officials
said they were still verifving
whether the two hostages were

(v

seals rebel route

& 6 e plovpiv
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killed Hw thdir captors a
crossfirs “Mapy of those things

are clioxfied. So we will just
have s wait for what the mili-
few!s can be revealed,” Ar-

~eporters when asked
iz on how they died.

for dets:
“Reember, this is an ongo-

tion so it is difficult to
Ar-

ingope
give otif 100 many details,”

iths of Martin Burn-
ad Yap, 45. brought a
io the longest hoslage
drams iv the Philippines invalv-
ing fore: =1 captives.
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" Arroyo dismisses
L coup rumours; y

Y
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By Amit Baruah - r

SINGAPORE, JAN. 4. The Arfned
Forces of the Philippines (&Fp)
dont need to conduct loyaly
checks despite recurring and fpei-
sistent nunours of a coup at-
tempt, the Philippine President,
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, said to-
day.

The military and police are
higitly professional, there is no
moral cause [or them to be
against the Government that the
Constitution mandated them
protect, Ms. Arrove said at a press
conference in the scuthern Phi-
lippine city of Cotabato.

A spokesman for a shadowy
military group, who was reported-
ly aware of a coup atternpt, had
sparked suggestions that a plot
had been hatched to oust the Ar-
royo Government.

The President, however, said
today that security officials had
teen doing their job very well and

had moved against specific indi-
viduals  that Mﬁclicated in
o

some of these adventurist activ-
itics. Gither reports said that the
wnitlitarys intelligence wing was on
the look out for bigger fish alter a
Navy lieutenant was arrested with
4 huge cache of plastic explosives.

Lt Senior Grade, Donn Antho-
ny Miratlor, was arrested on De-
cember 30 with C-4 cxplosive
enough to blow up several major
buildings in Maniia.

A spokesman for the President,
Rigoberto Tiglao, stated that mil-
itary intelligence was still under-
taking an investigation because
what they have caught is a lower
ranking officer.

They think bigger, higher ex-of-
ficers are involved, the spakes-
man was uoted as saving.

Scparately, & military spakes-
man named a senior officer who
was being investigated. So far, we
have vet to receive the latest find-
ings. These are just specuiadon
(on} his (the senior officer’s) re-
sponsibility. That is why investi-
gators talked to him, and he
cooperaled, the spokesmmyid.

THE HINDU
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War against t

By HARVEY STOCKWIN(\ " C e V,
Times News Network ™ - L

HONG KONG: The second front in “the
American war against terrorism opencd on
Tuesday with the beginning of a joint Philippine-
American ‘Excrcise Balikatan’ (shoulder-to-
shoulder} in the southern Philippines, in which
650 .S, troops are due to take part. The enemy
is a foe who was never entirely defeated in the 45
years that the Americans ruled the Philippines
from 1898 to 1945,

The new frontline could hardly be a greater
contrast to the arid mountainous terrain of
Afghanistan. It is the Jush medium-sized jungle-
covered island of Basilan, a short ferry ride
from Zamboanga City, in the southwestern cor-
ner of the largest Philippine island of
Mindanao. The foes are basically the same as
those who engaged the Americans when they
colonised the Philippines — a section of the
Muslim minority ostensibly seeking independ-
ence from the predominantly Roman Catholic
country. More often, those fighting for such
causes indulge in banditry and kidnapping for
economic gai.

This is particularly true of the main current
foe, the Abu Sayyaf (meaning ‘Father of the
Sword’). the smaltest of the three Mushim polit-
ical groups in the southern Philippines. The Abu
Sayyaf have made a small fortune in the last few
vears from kidnappings and the willingness of
Southeast Asians and Libyans to pay hefty ran-
soms for their release.

.

Currently the Abu Sayvafl hold two A eru,dn
missionaries who were kidnapped in a daring
raid on a beach resort on the western island of
Palawan last May, as well as onc Filipina nurse.
A third American was taken at that time and
subsequently bcheaded. It is thought the three
hostages are being held somewhere on Basilan.

Defence secretary Angelo Reyes gestores
during a news conference at the defence
headquarters in suburban Quczon City,
Philippines, on Monday.

These kidnappings are not the only reason
bringing the US. troops to Basilan and
Zamboanga for Exercise Balikatan, the main
object of which is to train and assist the Filipino
troops who have been scouring the Basilan jun-
gle searching for the kidnap victims [or the last
seven months.

“The criminal lerrorist Abu Sayvyaf™, as they
were called in an official Philippine statement
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terror moves to Philippines

issued on Maonda. -ould certainly appear to
have had links in “he past with Osama hin
Laden's family, thowsh whether it is actually
part o the Al Oqr L network remains more
open 1o doubt. B the Americans are clearly
anxious to make s that Abu Sayyaf does not
get such local conti: ! 1hat it can offer a refuge
in southeast Asia to 31 Qaeda remnants flecing
from Afghanistan Nest Asia,

The Philippine s1scment stressed that “US.
personnel will not . engaged in combat and
will be under the cirnmand and strict supervi-
sion of Armed Forues of the Philippines {AFP)
officers.” Howeve:  the Americans will be
armed and able to {11 - back if attacked. Bearing
in mind the strong . rionalisi sentiments that
resulted in the closu: . of two big American mil-
itary bases in the Piippines 10 years ago, the
statement carefully -tressed that the exercise
“does not i any wa volve the setting up of
U.S. military facilitic= The LLS. personnel will be
based and houscd v, AFP camps and posts.”

The plan is for 1 - US Special Operations
Forces plus 5 supjort and maintenance sol-
diers to join with the 200 Filipinos deployed to
hunt down the Abu ~avyaf. OQbviously, there is
scepticism that the 1o of the TLS troops will be
purely advisory. % Munila journalist Max
Soliven put it, ~..ths raises the spectre abroad
that were on the - i 1o hecoming another
Vietam™. Excreise - ilikatan is scheduled for
an initial six month-. at this may be extended
until the end of the w7
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ZAMBOANGA, Feb. 2. — Rejecting
comparizons with Afghanistan, Brig
Gen Donald Wurster, head of US
troops on a six-month counter terror-
ism training mission here reassured
that while US Special Forces intend
to enter combat zones in southern

Philippines, they would only use
their weapons in self-defence.

“We want to destroy terrorism and
they've asked for certain kinds of
help ... which we're offering,” he said
today.

USA would abide by the limits set
by democratic nations such as the
Philippines, which has been offered

TS combat assistance but rejected it,
he said.

The US troops have been providing
training and weapons to the poorly
equipped Philippine military to help
destroy the Muslim extremist Abu
Sayyaf group.

Although most of the American sol-
diers have not arrived yet, the train-

SA treads warily on Philippine warpath

ing exercisc licially opened on
Thursday.

The training .+ ogramme envisages
about 160 Speia! Forces among the
660-strong L' <ontingent accompa-
nying Filipine. woaps w battle zones
on Basilan [«lind, where the Abu
Sayyaf militant s are currently hold-
ing four hostazos.
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