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YANGON (MYANMAR), SEPT. 26. A
special court on Thursday sen-
teniced the son-in-law and three
grandsons of the former dicta-
tor, Ne Win, 1 death after con-
victing them of weason [or
plotting to averthrow Myan-
mar’s military Government,

The court also found Ave Zaw
Win und his sons — Aye Ne Win
{25), Kyaw Ne Win (23} and Zwe
Ne Win (21) — guilty of trying 1o
recruit army officers for the
coup and ingiting military pet-
sannel to commit high treason,
for which they were sentenced
to life in prison. But this sen-
tence was expected to bhe sub-
sumed by the death penalry,

“The court finds (the defend-
ants) guifty of high treason for
wiich the court awards the sen-
lence of death by hanging un-
der Section 122 of the Penal
Code,” the judge, Aung Ngwe,
said after reading out the #0-
page judgment.

The verdict will have 10 be
endorsed by Myanmar's High
Court, which is considered a
formality.

The four men were com-
posed and listened 1o the ver-
dict in silence. They have
denied the charges, suving (hey
have no interest in politics.

They have until next Thurs-
day to appeal against the verdict
in the Supreme Court, but there
was no indication if they would
exercise that right

The court was packed with
journalists of foreign news orga-

nisations, diplomats, relatives
and girlfriends of Aye Zaw Win's
sons. The relatives wept as the
men were led oui of the court.

The four were arrested on
March 7 afler an army officer
told authoritics that he had
been approached by the family
to mount the coup to reinstail
Mr. Me Win in power.

Their unexpected arrest ex-
ploded the widely held belief
that the Ne Win clan had influ-
ence aver the junta. The death
sentence made it clear that any
influence he may have had has
disappearcd.

Mr. Ne Win (91), and his
daughter Sandar Win — Mr. Ave
Zaw Win's wife — have been
placed under house arrest atv
their sprawling lake-side man-
s1oTI.

The Govermment has said
that Mr. Ne Win's relatives
planned the coup because they
were upsel at losing some of
their economic and political
privileges with the gradual side-
lining of Mr. Ne Win from pow-
er circles. Mr. Ne Win, who
came to power in a 1962 coup,
stepped down in 1988 in the
face of pro-democracy demon-
strations that were crushed by
the military. The Gencrals, who
took over power, continue (o
rule today. )

During the 31/2-month (rial,
the prosccution built a strong
circumstantial case against the
four men, poriraying them as a
family hungry for power. whose

Déath for Ne Win’s kin |

members  resorfed 1w black
magic and treachery but wiuw.
were expased by {oval army ot
cers.

Farlier on Thursday, anotht
special tribunal found Mr. Awve
Zaw Win (54), and four others
including one of his sons, guili.
of illegally imporiing unregi-
tered vehicles and  satelliv-
phones, and sentenced them .
jail terms ranging {rom seven
56 years.

The two tribunals were hel.d
at  Yangon's Insein priser
where the defendants are de
taired.

On Sept. 12, a military triby
nal sentenced more than 80 so:-
diers to 15 years in prison b
their role in the alleged cou:
piot.

The soldiers were from a
giment responsible for guardi:.:
Mr. Ne Win's 28-acre lake-sic:
mansion,

Prosecutors have suggesto:
that the Ne Win family usct
voudoo during the coup plot. -
part of the evidence, they di
played three miniature dolls
the junia’s top three leader-
Generals Than Shwe, Mauns
Aye and Khin Nyunt, apparen:’
used in black magic rituals.

Qlits 46 witnesses, the pros.
cution relied mostly on Co
Than Htay, a senior army cor
mander who testified that h
had tipped off military intel
gence officials that the fo
wanted his help with the co.
plot, — AP
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E.U. tealqlm Yangon for t wglks

YAMGON: The hrst ropean Umon mission to Myanmgr\ since
the May release of the Opposition leader, Aung San Suu Kyi
{in the plcture) atrived in Yangon on Sunday, saying it
R wanted to maintain a dialogue with the
/ . ruling military junta. The four-member
team was alsg expected to meet Ms
Suu Kyi and gp¥mbers of her National
League for Démocracy during the
three-day visit, aimed at promoting
political reconciliation in Myanmar.
“We are seeing Government
representatives and representatives of
the Burmese society,” a member of the
“E.U. team said. The delegation aims
i “to maintain the dialogue with the
Myanmar Government,” he said. The E.U. has been one of
the strongest critics of the junta and maintains tight i
restrictions on members of the regime travelling in Europe.
However, it supports reconciliation talks the regime began
with Ms Suu Kyi in October 2000. The talks led in May this
‘ year to Ms Suu Kyi's release after 19 months of house arrest.
— AP
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Malaysm llkely hub agalnsf terror

. The Star / Asia News Network {- A N

PUTRAJAYA (Malaysia). July 30, - The USA
has singled out Malaysia as a possible region-
al centre for activitics against terrorism, the
foreign minister. Sved Hamid Albar, said.
“They are very impressed with the devel-
opment of our country and our lead in com-
bating terrorism in Asia, and have asked
about the possibility of making Malaysia the
centre for activities to counter terrorism,” he
said after a meeting with the US Secretary of
State, Gen Colin Powcll., at Wisma Putra
here today. He said that although the pro-
,nosal was still at an‘early stage, the two coun-
L ries had agreed to “work out something sub-
s tantive” where Malaysia could serve as a-fo-
¢ um for ideas and discussions on ferrorism.
Gen Powell was in Malaysia on a stopover
vi sit to Brunci to attend the Ascan Regional
Farum and Ascan Ministerial Conference.
Prior to his meeting with Syed Hamid. he
had called on the prime minister, Dr Maha-
thir Mohamad. and the deputy prime minis-
ter, Mr Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.
Syed Hamid said Gen Powell in his meet-

ings with Dr Mahathir and Mr Abdullah also
raised issues such as extradition of suspected
terrorists, human rights, the trial of Anwar
[brahim .and the conflict in West Asia.He
said the USA had agreed to go through the
“normal channel” whenever they needed to
interview anyone to gather evidence.

On the Internal Security Act, Syed Hamid
said the government had never used it to

frustrate its political opporents but only to
protect peace and stability in the country.

“The USA has got its position, and we have
got certain.position that we hold. We believe
in human rights, we believe in the rule of law,
and we believe in the independence of the ju-
diciary. “There may be differences at the end
of it when those things are implemented on
the ground but, overall, we have no problem
in explaining our own point of view ,” he said.

Syed Hamid said that this also applied to
the trial of Anwar. “Thev understand we
have differences on this but the most impor-
tant thing to consider is whether we have fol-
lowed the rule of law and whether the case
was fairly dealt with. On West Asia, Syed Ha-
mid said the USA had the higgest role to play
to bring about a peaceful settlement to the
conflict in the region, Gen Powell said that in
his meetings with Dr Mabathir and Mr Ab-
dullah he also explained President George W
Bush’s plan for West Asia as contained in a
speech by the President on 24 June.

In Bandar Seri Begawan, Syed Hamid
said Gen Powell raised the Anwar issue as
part of his duty to inform Malaysia of the
US position.
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“Myanmar’s future in people’s
o< ohands, says Suu Kyi

, MOULMEIN (MYANMAR), JULY 21. As once-forbidden Moulmein that will become the party's local
political songs played, the Myanmarese Opposi- headquarters. The mood was festive, and NLD
tion leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, told supporters on  songs espousing democracy were played gver

’ Sunday that only the peo- loudspeakers. A party mem-
ple had the right to decide = ber said it was the first time
the fate of the military-run the songs had been allowed

| nation. to be played.

;  The Nobel Peace Prize Some 3,000 clapping vesi-

" laureate, on her second dents jammed Moulmein's

trip outside the capital main street when Ms. Suu

since being released from Kyi arrived from the capital

house arrest in May, re- Yangon on Sawurday after a

ceived a rousing welcome g Z90-km road journey. Such

i in this eastern Myanmar i large public w.therings are

. city. Military authorities, b rare  in Myanmar,  also

who once harassed her known as Burma, other than

and jailed members of her at rallies organised by the

National League for De- military, which has suled for

mocracy, did not appear to the pasi 40 yoars,

interfere with Ms. Suu Ky- siihicles : v - Ms. Suu ui's four-day

's activities. “Whatever The Myanmarese Opposition leader, trip shows the ruling junta’s

happens, the NLD will per- Aung San Suu Kyi, pays her respects at new willingness to allow her

severe in the building of a her father, Aung San’s tomb in Yangon and her partv some political
democratic system,” she on Friday. Aung San guided Myanmar freedom. “Gur goal of de-
said. “Only the people have toward independence from Britain mocracy is within sight,”

the right to decide the fate in 1947, — AP said Kyi Lwin al the opening
of a country. No one else should or must take the of the NLD office. Already in his 70s, the NLD
decision into their hands.” official was released from a four-viar prison term

© Ms. Suu Kyl spoke to some 500 supporters as  in 2001, After the cetemony, Ms. suu Kyi left for
she placed NLD signboards on a building in three towns south of Mouimein - AP
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Free at last, as

In fact, a few multinationals which

advocate of democracy in the inter-

g%,- . A g -
Myanmar ha$ come t astar&’ stily ~“Noble Laureate and charismatic

were operating in Myanmar like
Pepsi, have withdrawn from the
country. The country’s economy is
subject to sanctions by the US$, mul-
tilateral financial organisations and
the International Labour Organisa-
tion.

General Than Shwe realised the
need to do something to restore
Myanmar's international credibility
and acceptability. Despite some
reticence and opposition from his
seniormost military colleagues, the
Army Chief of Staff General
Maung Aye and Intelligence Chief
General Khin Nyunt, he ordered
the arrest of Ne Win and his family
members early this March on the
charge of planning a military coup
of overthrow the government. This
was a difficult decision which had to
be underpinned by his gaining ac-
ceptability by the people of Myan-
mar and the rank and file of sol-
diers with their [amily links with

Mpyanmerese civil society. k

The anxiety that the military had
about Suu Kyi weakening their au-
thority by external influence gener-
ated by her husband of British ori-
gin also disappeared because he
passed away a couple of years ago.
The key to remain in authority,
therefore, was to open up lines with
Suu Kyi which would pacify domes-
tic public opinion and create some
international credibility because of
the lady’s international stature as a

Ters

national community.

Despite receiving an enthusias-
tic mass welcome, Suu Kyi has not
made any major pronouncements
on her political plans or intentions
since her release. She has only said
that there are more positive

E\‘-ﬁ' g - o

prospects of a dialogue with the
military regime to restore democ-
racy in Myanmar, She has not de-
fined any time-frame for fulfilling
this objective.

The current indications based
on pronouncements by the Than
Shwe’s government and the scanty
details available on the négotiations
which preceded Suu Eyi’s release
are that she has agreed not to make

any immediate demands for elec-
tions or for the military giving up its
power. She has apparently agreed
to continue political dialogue with
the regime to arrive at political
compromises which would gradu-
ally lead to restoration of democ-
racy In her country over a period
perhaps of five years. There are

B 05

even rumours than even after five
years, the proposals would be for
setting up of a government with
more civilian representation, with
the military stiil having a dominant
role.

It is pertinent to touch upon
Myanmar’s importance to India in
this changed scenario. Myanmar's
strategic location at the ‘Tri-June-
tion of India-Bangladesh and Sino-

per the script

Bangiadesh and Sino-Indian fron-
ticrs makes it an important geo-
stralegic area for the security of
north-castern parts of India. A co-
opcrative relationship with Myan-
mar s Umpoertant to overcome se-
cessionist  movements in  the
norili-eastern regions of India.
Given the competitive, if not con-
frontationist relationship between
India and China, it is necessary for
India 1o retain politico-strategic
contacts with Myanmar in the con-
text of China’s close and extensive
political and defence relationship
with 1he military regime in Myan-
mar. Myanmar is also a potential
source for energy resources and a
mark :t for Indian goods, technol-
ogy and joint ventures,

[ 15 this reasoning which re-
sulted in India developing an effec-
rive working relationship with the
Tharn Shwe Government since
1992. While undertaking this exer-
cise. the Indian government quietly
stressid the need for restoration of
demowracy in that country with the

military regime. But India did not
join the bandwagon of public con-
demrution or tutorials on democ-
racy undertaken by some western
countries. India’s approach is very
similar to that of important coun-
tries of South East Asia.

More recently, External Affairs
Minister Jaswant Singh paid a very |

fraitful visit to Yangon as negotia- | -

. . T |
tions {or the release of Suu Kyi were

reaching their final stage.
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‘Myanmar closes its

border wit
0 W('l

MYANMAR cl three ma-
jor border checkpoints on Wednes-
day in the latest salvo in an escalat-
ing row following Thai artillery
shelling across the trontier earlier
this week, Thai military offfcer said.

A senior Thai Army officer said
Mpyatimat had shut the northern
border crossing between Mae Sai
and ‘Tachilek, the western check-
puoint between Mae Sot and
Mpyawadi, and the crossing be-
tween Ranong and Victoria Point
on the Andaman Sea coast.

Major  Geperal  Saprang
Kalayanamitr, deputy commander
of the Thai northern region, said he
was told by Myanrnar that the bor-

REUTERS &
BANGKOK, MAY 22

i Thailana

/L,
der crossings were closed foy secu-
tity reasons.

Earlier on Wednesday, Thai-
land said it would withdraw thou-
sands of troops from northemn
provinces bordering Myanmar in
an effort to ease tension after a se-
ries of clashes between rival ethnic
militias along the frontier.

Thai Defence Minister Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh said he had ordered
the Thai Army to call off military
exercises in four border provinces
after Myanmar complained that
Thai troops were involved in at-
tacks on its border posts. Yangon
sent a protest letter to Bangkok on
Monday saying the Thai Army pro-
vided artillery support for an attack
bythe Shan State Army ethnic mili-
tia on Myanmar border stations.

NDIAN EXPRESS
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i~ l\The Junta forced to compromise y\

Cwas more than o decade ago that Suu Kyi, the couragepus

leader of her people, was denied her rightful place at the'top
of Myvanmar’s leadership by a shameless coup by the frightened
military. She suffered nincteen months of house arrest, was
refused permission to visit her dying husband, or more correct-
iy refused permission to return from London after his death,
and suffercd denial of aceess to her supporters hoping this
would [inish her leadership. Generals and colonels are not fa-
miliar with leaders of character whose followers keep the faith.
The international communify has come through with credit;
their steadfast support of democracy in Myanmar and refusal
e do business with any but the elected representative of the
people finally brought home to the colonels the need to talk to
Suu Kyi and seck a deal. 36 Western companies withdrew from
an already reclusive Myanmar and sanctions were beginning to
bite. Above all it was the sense of isolation imposed by the
world community and Suu Kyi’s refusal to compromise on prin-
ciples that persuaded the junta leader, General Than Swe, that
something had to give and if Suu Kyi would not, he and his
military friends would have 1o blink first.

There were other reasons, The economy was in poor shape
despite the carte blanche given to entrepréneurs willing to
bring money and expertise into the country, provided only that
they gave a cut to the military leadership. But times are a-
changing: Indian businessmen singing the praises of the
military dictatorship, rather as they lauded indira Gandhi for
getting the trains to run on time, should do some introspection,
The good eold days are over, never to retarn. It has taken the
junta over 40 years to come to the conclusion that, as Gen Than
Swe acknowledged. there was need for reconciliation — conflict
and confromation will only worsen matters rather than bring
about solutions. The self-seeking colonels must have been
horrified at what they brought about in another direction; a
deep incursion inte Myanmar and its affajrs by China, which
has established a vice-grip on the economy: vesterday's friend is
now coming across as a threat. .

Both Suu Kyi and the junta are af pains to stress that there
has been no secret deal; we have no confidence in the junta but
we respect the elected leader of the Myanmarese people. If she
says so, it must be so. In any event in the coming days and
wecks, any secret deals or any misapprehensions on the part of
the junta will be exposed. It remains to pay tribute to Suu Ky
who kept the fuith with her people despite inducements, threats
and worse. We salute her indomitable spirit as well as her
pragmatism. She seems singularly free of any feelings of
rancour against her oppressors; the best they can do is to fade
into the distance and leave Myanmar fo the leader they so
cruelly denied for two decades. /

anges in Myanmar



“Junta to resume talks

o
YANGON, May 9. — Myanmar’s mi]ﬁ-ary govern-
ment said today that talks with opposition Jeadet Mrs
Aung San Suu Kyi wouid continue but that details
about them would not be divulged by either side.

Mrs Suu Kyi was released Monday from 19
months of house arrest, raising hopes that the
military junta that has controlled Myanmar since
1988 will loosen its hold un power. Secret talks be-
tween the two sides aimed at national reconcilia-
tion were launched by a UN special envoy in Oc-
tober 2000.

“The reconciliation process between the oppo-
sition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and military lead-
ers will continue according to the mutual agree-
ments on both sides,” deputy intelligence chief
Maj Gen Kyaw Win said today. “Both sides have

\

VAR

with Suu Kyi

i Ky
v W\

agreed not to divulge details of the taks.”

Mrs Suu Kyi said after her release ‘that the in-
tial “confidence-building” phase of the talks b
gun in October 2000 had been completed and they
would now begin tackling policy issues.

However, Gen Win sidestepped question-
aimed at confirming whether the initial phase w .~
wrapped up. -

“If we didn’t have confidence in each other from
the beginning, the dialogue would not have started
in the first place,” he told reporters.

Mrs Suu Kyi hinted Monday that she expectec
negotiations with the military to take place behind
closed doors, telling a news conference hours atlcr
her release that she had “never subscribed to thy
tell-all school of thought.” — Agencies ’
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Pramit P§Chaudhuri 9
New Delhi, May 8

NO INDIAN diplemat was
among the foreign envoys who
met Aung San Suu Kyi on Mon-
day. New Deihi has an excuse
— it's in-between ambassa-
dors. But there are reasons the
waorld’s  largest democracy
treads warily when it comes to
Myanmar's generals.

It wasn't always so. [ndia
was the sole Asian country lu
dencunce the 1988 repression
of the pro-democracy activists
and the only neighbouring
couniry to offer them refuge.
All India Radio became a kind
ol Radio Free Burma. Indian
diplomats were accused of
funding dissidents.

But the moral halo India
gained was soon obscured by
strategic setbacks.

One, Myanmar let rebels and
smugglers play havoc in the
Northeast. Overstretiched by
Kashmir, India’s military
warned its hands were tied.
Says G Parthasarathy. ex-am-
bassador to Myanmar, “Lobby-
ing by Northeastern chief min-
isters was to prove the most
important reason India
rhanged its policy”

Two, Myanmar tilted
sharply towards China. Post-
1988 Beijing became the train-
er and arms supplier to the
Myanmar army. A rarity be-

»

/Why Suu Kyl\v?as
“dumped for junta

war \°

fore, bilateral military visits
became annual events. Beijing
drew up plans for an “Irrawad-
dy corridor” giving it direct ac-
cess to the Indian Ocean. Yan-
gon aliowed China new radar
facilities at Cocos Island in the
Bay of Bengal. Says John
Garver, expert on Sino-Indian
relations, India faced a “night-
mare scenario” of being
“flanked east and west by two
China-allied states.”

Three, Southeust Asia's dis-
approval of India’s policy left P
V Narasimha Rao regime's
Look East policy dead in the
watern

In early 1993 New Delhi re-
versed tracks. Foreign Secre-
tary J N Dixit went to Yangon
with the mission of, as he put
it, “normalising relations.”
AIR broadcasts stopped. Bilat-
eral exchanges resumed. There
were hiccups., Joint military
operations against Northeast-
ern rebels fell through once
when Suu Kyi got the Nehru
Prize. In 1959 Pakistan tried to
get rights o set up an airbase
at Haka in Chin state.

Engaging the military has
not meant dumping Suu Kvi.
Parthasarathy says the gener-
als know she is “still immense-
ly popular ameng the Indian
public.” And, as Myanmar
sources admit, the junta stiil
takes note of the pro-democra-
cy noises in India.
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THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2002

A

MYANMAR’S DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE

THE CONSIDERED MOVE by Myanmair’s mil-
itary junta in releasing the country's celebrated
" protagonist of democracy, Aung San Suu Kyi, at
this juncture has not really made any epochal
impact on the consciousness of the international
community. Two factors account for the relative
- absence of a sense of momentous news at this
time. First, Ms. Suu Kvi herself has lost some of
her political lustre as the sole authentic leader of
Myanmar in the past year or so. In the event, the
prime significance of her release from her latest
spell of house arrest is that she can now hope to
project herself as the democratic alternative to
the existing military dictatorship that styles itself
as the State Peace and Development Council
{SPDC). To discern a subtle aspect of this kind is
not to underestimate Ms. Suu Kyi's potential
- ability to bounce back as the true representative
of the Myanmarese people. However, while
there is no doubt whatsoever about her historic
contribution to the ethos of an internationally
resonant struggle for democracy in that South
East Asian state, the charismatic leader of the
Myanmarese National League for Democracy
(NLDY) has more recenily suffered a certain de-
gree of eclipse as a votary of freedom. This has
something to do with the comparative success of
the SPDC leaders at the vile art of propaganda
against her political credentials. At a different
but reiated level, Ms. Suu Kyi seemed to have
decided at some point during the past several
months to modulate, if not aiso moderate, her
democracy campaign itself. Closely linked to
these realities is the second factor that appears
to have determined the political complexion of
the present situation in Myanmar. Now that the
ongoing U.S.-led campaign against the global-
ised politics of terrorism has come to overshad-
ow the so-called Western crusade for democracy
around the world, the NLD ieader in Myanmar
cannot obviously ignore such consequential dip-
lomatic inferences as the SPDC might wish to

1

draw. z“p’ \O ﬂ.‘ f
The timing of the SPDC’s latest decisioh v set
Ms. Suu Kyi at liberty is, in a sense, relag:l to
America’s cutrent agenda of choosing tatrical
and strategic friends for its anti-terror campaign
without much concern for the political pros fiv-
ities of the ruling dispensations across th: in-
ternational stage. Whether or not Myanni:r's
SPDC can indeed hope to become a U.S. parther
in this regard, the fact remains that Senior Gerier-
al Than Shwe and his associates in Yangon have
chosen a particularly sensitive moment in wrld
politics to try and play a card that might c.un
them a few brownie points in the reckoning «f
the West. Yet, if the European Union in particu’ar
claims to be still very sceptical of the SPDC's ¢i
rent game plan, the reason flows from the ¢
uncertainties of the unfolding scene in Myanny.ir.

Now, Ms. Suu Kyi herself has hinted, soon aiter
her release, that she might want to opt for a rva-
sonably calibrated countdown towards demo-
cratic resurgence in her country. Current new.s
and diptomatic reports from Yangon portray hice
in a mood of some conciliation towards the Yer:-
gon regime. It is of course too early to determine
whether she will think deeply before planning
any mass mobilisation campaign for the restora-
tion of democracy in Myanmar. Her calculations
will pertain to the exiernal responses that thw
SPDC’s latest initiative might evoke. While tt
Yangon establishment has at present acted in the
context of the U.N.'s diplomatic intervention th.
was aimed at stabilising the politics of Myanmar
the question before both the NLD leader and th:
SPDC is whether they can reach a settlement 5.
treating the democracy question as their coui-
try’s internal matter. Global and regional powers,
including India, can encourage a direct dialogue
between the SPDC and the NLD, given Ms. Suu
Kyi’s past record of preferring non-violence even
in the face of provocation. Her current stance on
non-violence seems to be no different.
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e unconditlonal release of Aung San Suu Kyi from house arres hy
the Myanmar military authorities will hopefully pave the wav for
resumption of the political process in that country and lead to transfer
of power in due course to an elected civilian administration. There is no
doubt that the release was brought about by sustained international
pressure and threat of sanctions by the US and the European Union.

¢ Credit should be given to the UN special envoy Razali Ismail who
worked hard behind the scenes over the past 18 months . The generals
in Yangen had also reasons to be worried about the loyalty of the army
after the recent discovery of a plot to stage a coup by some military
officers. Hopes of Myanmar making rapid economic growth by joining
the ASEAN have largely been belied. There were threats of
withdrawal of large US companies exploring and developing o1l and
gas resources. A section of opinion both within Myanmar and cutside
used to hold that Ms Suu Kyi was too rigid in her stand and should
show some flexibility in her negotiations with the military junta. Now
she has been released unconditionally and the military junta has ap-
pealed for political activity to be conducted within a framework of na-
tional unity. While 40 years of military rule in Myanmar has consolidat-
ed Yangon's writ over the entire territory and effectively neutralised
various insurgencies — no mean achievement — the country does not
have much to show in terms of political and economic development. A
military dictatorship in the region is an anomaly after the Indonesian
military whom the Yangon generals tried to imitate have lost oul.
“"Ms Suu Kyi has conducted her campaign for democracy in a totally
fion-violent manner, modelling herself on Gandhi’s civil disobedience
struggle. In a region where women leaders abound, Ms Suu Kyi stands
head and shoulders above most of them in her values, commitments
and principles. A scholar, mother and housewife, she found herself in
politics due to circumstances and not because of a sense of manifest
destiny of her family. While she has proved herself as a leader of na-
tional struggle, her skills as a political negotiator and her temperament
#5s a stateswoman are vet to be tested out. India has been in a delicate
predicament in respect of Ms Suu Kyi. India’s sympathies for her cause
and admiration for her struggle were expressed through the award of
Nehru prize for international understanding and pronouncements at
the highest level. At the same time, a shared commeon border of diffi-
cult terrain and common security problems have compelled the two
governments to maintain a pragmatic working relationship between
the two armed forces and the two administrations, The governmental
interaction intensified over the last vear with the visit of senior Myan-
mar generals o India and Indian foreign minister’s visit to Yangon. All
these developments did not leave the Yangon authorities in any doult
that India was in favour of Ms Suu Kyi being freed and a political dia-
logue initiated to take Myanmar on the road to democracy. The Indian
good wishes are with Ms Suu Kyi as she begins her efforts to nego;i;"c?

1_'0 f

with the military authorities steps to usher in democracy in her countyy
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tis tempting to regard the release of Ms Aung Sang

Suu Kyias amajor breakthrough for democracy in

Myanmanr. There is, of course, genuine celebration

the headguarters of her party, the National League
1 Democracy. Ms Suu Kyi has described her uncondi-
ional release as a “new dawn” for her country. But she
as also sounded a warning note, showing her level-
headedness and tenacity as a political leader. Her indi-
s vidual freedom is significant only in as much as it
paves the way for the restoration of democracy in
Myanmar. Moreover, this goal is insufficient in itself, if
it is not endorsed by the immense task of salvagingthe
nation from every kind of ruin. Besides, there arve still
more than a thousand political prisoners held by the
military regime in unspeakable conditions. In the in-
ternational arena, Ms Suu Kyi has become a symbol of
hope or the “power of the powerless”, as the Nobel
committee put it when awarding her its peace prize in
1991. Yet to many spectators, her release could smack
of strategic tokenism on the part of Myanmar’s mili-
tary junta. Such a gesture is far from any change of
heart in the regime, as its guarded statement accompa-
nying the release indicates. The experiments in social-
ist economics conducted by Myanmar’s dictators since
the early Sixties, together with severe international
sanctions, have ravaged the country’s economy.
Ms Suu Kyi’s international standing could be the key
to survival if her powerful well-wishers — the United
States of America, the European Union and Japan,
among others — could be placated. It is significant that
Myanmar’s generals have taken to calling themgelves,
since 1997, the “state peace and development council”,
rather than the eartier “statelaw and order restoration
council”.

Such doubts could qualify more optimistic readings
of this event as the culmination of talks between
Ms Suu Kyi and the generals, overseen by the United
Nations envoy, Mr Razali Ismail. The possibility of
coneessions could also worry some. Would Ms Suu Kyi
compromise her stance on getting her party’s sweep-
ing victory in the 1990 general elections politically ac-
knowledged by the junta? A long and grim history of
military dictatorship and human rights abuse opens
up behind this crucial moment in the unfolding of
Myanmar’s destiny. Forced labour, narco-terrorism,
ethnic unrest and the collapse of public health and ed-
ucation are some of the seemingly impossible obsta-
cles to the restoration of a functioning democracy in
Myanmar. India will have its own internal reasons for
finding a balance between working with the generals,
particularty at the borders, and supporting what
Ms Suu Kyi has come to stand for in humane and polit-
ical terms. The values at stake here amount to nothing
short of basic human freedom.
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FROM ANDREW MARSHALL

Yangon, May 7 (Reuters): Freed
Myanmar opposition leader
Aang San Suu Kyi met foreign
diplomats and party activists
today as she began the long
struggle to rebuild the country’s
battered demacracy movement
and push for political change.

Myanmar’s military govern-
ment uncenditionally released
Suu Kyi yesterday after 19 mon-
ths of house arrest, and the No-
bel peace laureate must now try
to resolve divisions in the de-
mocracy movement and press
the ruling generals for real
change.

Party sources said Suu Kyi
mer European Lnion diplamats
at her house in Yangon this
morning, and it was likely
they discussed the continued in-
ternational economic embargo
which she has vowed to support
as long as the military remains
in power.

“They probably discussed
the zanctions,” said an official
from Suu Kyi's National League
far Democracy an condition of
anonymity

Suu Kyi's release was widely
seen by diplomars as an attempt
by the generals to get sanctions
lifted rather than the start of
gentuine momentum for political
change.

The military has ruled Myan-
mar for four decades and says
the multi-ethnic country could
disintegrate if it moves towards
democracy too quickly, but the
desperate state of the economy
mayv have forced their hands.

Suut Kyi has said she remains
opposed to foreign investment,
ald and tourism while the mili-
tary held power. but was looking
forward to political progress.

“Both sides agree that the
phase of confidenze building is
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WALK ON: Aung San Suu Kyi (right) prays at the Shwedag:r.
Pagoda in Yangon. (AFP)

over,” Suu Kyi said shortly after
her release yesterday

“We look forward to moving
across t0 a more significant
phase.” Suun Kyi arrived at the
party's headquarters in mid-af-
ternoon today, greeted by scores
of supporters clapping and
chanting “Good health to Aung
San Suu Kyi”.

She declined to make any
comments to journalists after
meeting party officials,

Her NLD party won elections
in 19%0 by a landslide, but the
military refused to hand over
power

Suu Kvi was held under

house arrest from 1989 10 ;995
and was detained again in Sep-
termber 2000 after a series of frus-
trated attempts to leave Yangon
to visit party members.
Mirroring internationzi re-
action when she was set free in
1995, the world hailed Suu Kvi's
release yesterday but leaders
cautioned it was only the
step towards restoring dem:.
¢y. US President George W sk
sald her release was a poss sl
“new dawn” for Myanmar. {1t
the US government expest 3
other major changes before Li{¥
ing investment, aid and oer
sanctions.
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! Myanmar democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi makes her way through
! a large crowd of supporters to return to her party headguarters in
' Yangon after being freed from house arrest on Monday.

YANGON: Nobel peace laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi was freed from
19 months of house arrest on
Monday and she told hundreds of
rapturous supporters she would
carry -an the fight for democracy
in the military-ruled country.
Calm and composed, her hair
tied back with flowers, Ms Suu
Kyi was driven from her lakeside
home to the ramshackle Yangon
headquarters of her National
League for Democracy (NLD) to

gG/“:,/J unia gives in,
“sets Suu Kyi free

Wesldu and Asian govern-
ments huiled Suu Kyi's release as
a breakilrrough, but cautioned it
was only the first step of a long
process owards political reform,
It was v no means clear how
much further the junta will go in
its bid 10 shake off internaticonal
sanctions that have pushed the
tottering =conomy to the brink of
a collapsc.

Anncancing the release, the
militars vovernment said it had

pro-democra-
cy  student
protests in 1988, hundreds of peo-
ple thronged the tree-shaded
street outside the NLD headquar-
ters to catch a glimpse of Ms Suu
Kyi. Monks in crimson robes and
shaven-headed nuns carrving
paper umbrellas to shade them
from the tropical sun were among
the crowd.
Although her party had not
changed its opposition to foreign
. investment, aid and tourism while
the military remained in power,
the junta bad placed no condi-
tions on her release, Ms Suu Kyi
told a press conference.

\m
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cheers from a large crowd gath-  begun . new page for the people
ered in the most overt display of of Myanaar and the imernational
political community .
activism  in ‘ Ms  Suu
years, Kyi said
“Risking he  We Only hope the dawn O o TC
ire of a gov- will move forward very pleased  the
ernment . = junta was
whose troops QUIGKIY into % proclaiming
had brutally ing : a “new
put down fuil moming dawn”, she

wanled real

: political

change. “We only hope the dawn

will oo forward very quickly
into (Uil morning,” she said.

The junta has been holding
secret Lalks with Ms Suu Ky singe
October 2000 1in a bid to break the
politcal  stalemate that has
grippes! (he country for more than
a decade and secure the lifting of
interr:tional sanctions.

M Suu Kyi said the talks—
which nave so far centred on ‘con-
fidencz-boilding —unow  had (o
start coackling substantive issues
and map out a framework for
pOliIEL it change. {Agirtorsi
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Bw Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE} MAY €. The military
junta of Myanmar today “un-
conditionally” refeased one of
the world's best-known political
prisoners, Aung San Suu Kyi,
general  secrerary, [MNational
League for Democracy {NLLY,
after 19 months of house arrest.
There had been intense spec:-
vlation in the last few days
abour Ms, Suu Kyi's release in
Yangon, the second such evert
in seven vears. A Governmept
amouncement fater said the
COUNLLY was rurning a “new
page.”
Ms, Suu Kyt (567, who came
out of her lakeside residence to
©a rousing reception from sup-
| porters, later spoke to the NLID
| leadership and the press at the
, party's beadguarters. The 1991

Nobel laureate and daughter of
the Burmese natiopal hero,
Aung San, clarified that her
freedom was unconditional and
that she was free to go wherever
she wanted. "I hope to be able
to carry out my duties for my
party and my country in the
best possible way,"” Ms. Suu Kyi
was quoted as saying. Ms. Suu
Kyi, who was placed under
house arrest in September 2000
for defying a Government ban
on travelling out of Yangon, said
talks between her and the mil-
itary authorities were now at a
stage when substantive issues
about the country’s future
could be addressed. **The phase
of confidence-building is over
and we look forward to nmoving
ahead,” she told reporters.
Ciearly, there is no “larger
agreement” under which Ms.

Suu Kyi freed <

Suu Kyi has been freed, but
there does appear o be a
“larger process” of dialogue be-
tween the NLD and the military
Government under which the
release took place. “My release
should not be looked at as a ma-
jor breakthrough for democra-
cy. For all people in Burma to
enjoy basic freedom — that
would be the major break-
through,” she said.

On when the country would
become democratic, Ms. Suu
Kyi said: “I hope not in wo
many years.” Thanking the
United Nations Special Envoy,
Ragali Ismail, for facilitating the
talks between her and the mil-
itary authorities, she said: “I am
very grateful for the role that the
U.N. has played and for what
Mr. Razali has done. 1T am cau-
tiously optimistic.”
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MYANMAR / WORLD LEADERS WELCOME SUU KYI'S RELEASE

] W’f‘ﬂew beginning, says junta

By Amit Baruah

SINGAPORE, MAY & Myanmar's
military yunta which "uncondi-
tionally'” released the leader of
the National League for Democ-
racy, Aung San Suu Kyi, on
Maonday said in a written state-
ment that the day (there was no
direct reference to Ms. Suu Kyi)
would mark a “new page for the
people of Myanmar and the in-
ternational community”. "“We
shall recommit ourselves o al-
lowing all of our citizens to par-
ticipate freely in the life of our
political process, while giving
priority to national unity, peace
and stability of the country as
well as the region”™.

About Ms., Suu Kyi's travel
rights, a spokesman for the
armed forces said: “She can
travel. We will sort of cooperate
because she is a prominent per-
son. The Government is respon-
sible for her security.”

Speaking to this correspond-
ent, Mr. Aung Zaw, editor of the
Bangkok-based magazine Irra-
wady said it was “too early”’ to
draw conclusions from Ms. Suu
Kyi's release. Whether or not
her release would speed up the
pace of political reform re-
mained to he seen. he said by
telephone from Bangkok. “She
says the release is uncondition-
al, but we will have to wait and
see,” Mr. Aung Zaw said, adding
that one had to be “very cau-
tious” about interpreting to-

‘SUUING' A NEW ERA: Members of Aung San Suu Kyi's
political party are busy sewing National League for
Democracy flags in Yangon on Monday. — AP

day’s development.

For her part, Ms. Suu Kyi ap-
peared more than conscious of
the need to be realistic about
her release. "Most of the chang-
es over the past 18 months have
benefited the NLD, but it is not
for the NLD but for the people
of Burma that we are struggling
for freedom,” she told report-
ers, "We have been disappoint-
ed at the slow pace of the
release of political prisoners.
The releases are important, not
only in humanitarian terms but
political terms as well,” she
said. .
Responding to the release,
the U.N. special envoy, Mr, Ra-
zali Ismalil, said: "I am very ap-
preciative of  what the
(Myanmar) Government has

done. I am delighted for her and
delighted for the country.”
“This is a very big milestone,
and [ hope the next step is that
the Government and Aung San
Suu Kyi sit together to decide
how to pursue this goal (of na-
tional recongciliation)”.

The Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter, Mahathir Mohamad, who
has a personal rapport with the
Myanmar military leadership,
was among those who wel-
comed the release. “'Both sides
(the military and Ms. Suu Kyi}
should be commended. I don't
think anything can be achieved
overnight,” he said, pointing to
the tortuous course of negotia-
tions that lie ahead. The mili-
tary, clearly, is not about to
hand over power to the NLD on

and months could be crucial for
Myanmar and Ms. Suu Kyi.

AF reports: !

Britain welcomed her release
as 'an important moment for .
the Burmese people.”” *Her
freedom: is long overdue,” the
Foreign Minister, Jack Straw,

a platter. The next few weeks ‘

said in 4 statement. “We hope | .

that she will now be allowed to
carry out her responsibilities as
general secretary of the Nation-
al League for Democracy frecly
and openly. T hope it will signal
the start of substantive negotia- |
tions -vith the state Peace and °
Devel:.pment Council and a
brigli-: future for all the people
of B 1, he added.

The Australian Foreign Min-

istev lexander Downer, said:
“I'th .4 there are signs of pro-
gress o Burma (Myanmar), of

increzsing  moderation  and
comypramise.” In Singapore, the
Minisiry of Foreign Affairs said,
"Singapore welcemes Aung San
Suu Fvi's release from house ar-
rest as  posttive step forward in

the  national  reconciliation
proco-- " The Indonesian For-
eign inister, Hassan Wirayu-
da, -l ! am happy, and
hopeiutiy this step can encour- |
age lhe process of reconciliation i
between the various groups '
there.” The Philippine Presi-

dent, Ciioria Arroyo, said the re-
lease was part of the continuing
engagement of Mvanmag, in
demes ~atic politics

O R AN e o B R e



Aung San Suu Kyi with supporters in Yangan after being freed on Monday.

REUTERS

Freed, she talks of freedom fight -

v
Yangon, May 6

NOBEL PEACE laareate Aung
San Suu Kyi was freed today af-
ter 19 months of house arrest.
She told a cheering crowd of
supporters that she would carry
on her tight to bring democracy
te the military-ruled country.

Calm and composed, her
hair tied back with flowers,
Suu Kyi arrived at the ram-
shackls Yangon headquarters
of her National League for
Democracy to roars of “Long
live Aung San Suu Kyi” from a
crowd that had massed to greet
her in the most overt display of
political activism in years.

The 56-year-old Suu Kyi told
a news conference that though
her party had not changed its
stance on opposing foreign in-

C?l@’
vestment, aid and tourism

while the military Government
remained in place, the junta
had placed no restrictions on
her. Analysts say the dismal
state of the economy is the
main factor pushing the junta
toward political change, but
the Government insisted the
move was sincere,

Razali {smail, the UN special
envoy to Myanmar who had
been negotiating Suu Kyi's re-
lease, said elections could be
held within two to three yvears.

In a statement, the military
saiqd it had begun “a new page
for the people of Myanmar and
the international community.”
But Suu Kvi said while she was
pleased, she wanted to see real
political change.

Retuters

HER STORY

o August 26, 1988; Addresses
rally in Yangon

& Sept 18, 1988: Military wrests
power, Hundreds of pro-
democracy supporters killed

« Seyt 24,1588: National League |
for Democracy is formed. |
Suu Kyi is general secretary [

@ Jaly 20, 198%: Suu Kyi put under ‘
house arrest ‘
® 1991 Awarded Nobel Prize for
Peace i
® July 1995 Released i

» Sept22, 2002 Put under house (
arrest again |
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Myanmar, 3

{

;\,L\ awaits

Suu Kyi
’ release

Yangoy, May 5{Reuters). Nobel
Peace laureate and pro-democra-
cy leader -Aung San Suu Kyi
could be released from 19
months of house arrest as early
as Monday, according to sources

in military-ruled Myanmar.

Political sources said the 56-
vear-old Suu Kyi was likely to be
released on Monday morning
and would make a statement at
the headquarters of her Nation-
al League for Democracy (NLD}
at around midday.

But the military has made no
comment on the expected re-
lease. On Yangon's University
Avenue. where SuuKyi has been
confined to her home since Sep-
rember 2000, barricades and a
“Nao Entry” sign remained in
place today.

Vieanwhile, the ramshackle
NLD headquarters in central
Yangon. usually closed on the
weekends, was open today as ac-
tivists dusted, cleaned and in-
gtalled an air conditioning unit.
They said they were getting an
office ready for Suu Kyi and ex-
pected her to visit the headquar-
ters on Monday. .

Myanmar has been gripped
bv feverish speculation for days
that Suu Kyl was set to be freed.
But as day after day has gone by
with no word on her release,
growing doubts have emerged.

Diplomats in Yangon had
speculated the government
would go ahead with Suun Kyi's
release, which has attracted
much media attention, over the
weekend to avold overshadow-
ing an official vigit by Viet-
namese President Tran Duc
Luong, who arrived this after-
noot.

Suun Kyi has spent years
in house arrest since emerging
as the figurehead of Myantnar’s
demaocracy movement in
1988 after the military bloodily
suppressed anti-government
protests.

She was confined to her
nouse from 1980 to 1995, and her
release then was marked by
jubilant scenes as crowds
thronged the street outside
her residence.
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“Suu Kyi release gn

W) the cards? o
A f

y -Amit Baruah

Government would make a ma-
SINGAPORE, APRIL 30. There are

reports that a "major announ-
cemnent” expected from the rul-
ing Myanmar junta could
include the release of the de-
tained pro-democracy leader,
Aung San Suu Kyi. The U.N.
special envoy, Razali Ismail, to-
day confirmed in Kuala Lumpur
that a major development was
expected in Myanmar politics.
“That (M3. Suu Kyi's release)
"is on the menu. Be patient. 1
think that something big will
. happen,” Mr. Razali, who was in
" Yangon last week, told report-
ers.

A Reuters report from Yangon
today quoted a “source close to
the ruling junta” as saying: “It
will be more than the release of
Aung San Suu Kyi and some
i other political prisoners.

It will be a breakthrough in
Myanmar politics.” At the week-

. end, the Myanmar Labour Min-
Uister, Tin  Win, said the

jor announcerment in a few !
days.

Talks have been held in secret
between the military Govern-
ment and Ms. Suu Kyi since
September 2000. But little has
emerged about the talks which
many believe are in the confi- |
dence-building phase. Ms. Suu ¢
Kyi’s release will go a long way
in convincing the world that the *
junta is serious about restoring
democracy in Myanmar.

There has been speculation
that in return for her release,
the junta will expect some hu-
manitarian aid from the West.

Mr, Tsmail, the Malaysian
diplomat chosen as U.N. special
envoy, met the junta leader,
Than Shwe, in Yangon, in what
is believed to be the first meet-
ing of the kind in Yangon.

While hopes have heen raised
of a move [orward in Myanmar,
similar speculation in the pasl
has remained just that.

THE HiIMDU



TUALY YL HIOM
D1 Ak I[TUT I} WH0J] S3INIA0 IE
postJar sey ays Asnomald
AUE)S Jay UL ITys aofeul e ag
pMos SU) BIung SuLn At s
uoneLado 0o PeItUl 0} paaase
pAspUL pRY BUS JT Pies sIsA[RUE
g gueyo [eannod Aue prrioy
10U PIP CEET UT aseafal J9H
“UOSUVA
0} 10\ paunjued jeuy SUOTKILUS
-3l [2ARTY B3URTEYD 6} sydwope
apgosd-ydiy (819408 it Nel
Ar10ADS 9l DPasselIBquia dys
I01jE QOOZ T 183LIR 95N0Y JIpun
yora poderd s A "966T VI 6861
WG] 1531de SN0y I8pun poy
spa URG Uy 049Y aouspued
anuy POTBUITSSESSE JO JayEnep
JMBWSLIZUD By T8 ONg
_aaagaq pajutoddestp wead
gaHA JNE DSRAAL STNE 9PNy
-UT 01 1R PINIOD 3T MO 835 01 ALY
5.1T,, ‘DIRS JETO1UTP UI3)EaM aUO
_2aTyiewos ayunoune ol ey
ATUUIIALE Bl A[UTCIR]).,

W I0JA( PRI A2 SO
N JRJIWES eyl ino patuod
g opoaa] 8 prnos (&Y nng
RL} OJL] SR Lot raads palday
00 UoSueA Ul spemoprli
a0y
qod duraredad pue SIILIOW ST
DULOT[ §,TAY NNy WPISino prol oq}
SUTURYD A9 SIaHI0M rediotu
W JO T8 B PIES S9SSIIM
“B0s PUE JLEM IS0,
(PLES Y CSY[BL A} UL PRsonr
uaaq pey ssuafoxd 1eyM padsy
CgARp Ma] B oul, jusaounou
U I0fenl B aqell poos Justl
UI0AOE AU 1B puaaosal} jE
AVUBIAJUOD SMIU E P[0T UTM ULL
JAISIUTW INOYEL JULIURAIN
WBURYY
jeenitjod Suiopsuod sl e
AJTURWWOD [BUGIIEUIAIL Ual)
-gdw A[Buiseazoul A} meys ol
@) prooy erml s da3s uetod
LU J50UL FTRULS B} sE pabaEdad
Aapias ST 143 NG jo 3SB013T 8L
POAILUNOUUE UG SV sgatdoad

AIITOD G T 90Ws Hyg
Usnolgpielq
B $8 papiey eAanwl ¥ 'QOUE 184
03() UT TAY NG YITM SR D
95 URZ9Y JUSWUIAAOR UL
Laadday 11 g Sut
_gutos wuryy 1 usied ag,
‘pius v
-o1dip uBRISAeeN 24l LAy g
uey SUNY Jo asearal ay) st s30ad
-xa AU0AISAD JBU] 9Uo ol L,
“gaTIIATIOR Tea)T]od 40F Wop
~a94y JL[Ng 10 sauosLad [ROLI]
-0d Jo aseaa. U} oIl pmnod
JISRsUnOUTe ok pajuad
X0 atf) vyl andun] BRI ut
sI19110da1 PIOY T[BZCY RBROT,
g5a00ad
sopad oyl UT ucos ysnodip
eaaq v paoadxa oy Fuikes ARp
1] w0 A1uned auy o 1sta Aep
INDJ B POpPUS JRWIUBAY 03 AOALD
reroads N oy 'TTRUS] TTEZ0Y
“PIES 82IN085 21} Jeoriod Jeus
-URAN UL yENoIIeaLq B ag (I
3 saatosTd TeaTiTod TR0 S0

P LM ity Uy oty ju BETA-11
-3 2 LBy S0 8 1A 1T,
QOTjEIN PUE UIRAY SE YIS
SPIAT] UL MJI0M URLIe) ey gut
-JAISTUITIPE UL ejunl 5] Uilm 33e
~10G0-00 PINOMA O4S UITYM BpUn
[eop B pUuR 4% nng Jo OSEs]
“3J DU} AOUNOULE €} 185 SEM 1HeW
HeA08 A1) s10109Y prod vunl
SUITLL 811 0] 3S0[Q 2IN0S ¥
gz 1a0ualog SOULs M Ul
auoqdalol Jau Jila ‘eausplsal
UOSLIEL APTSOYE] 18y 01 PauLjued
303 uaan sey SUS AITUNWIILIOod e
-UDTIRULLAUT DY) JO SPUBRLED doy
alU) JoBUD 5L 'A7Lld 9¥Rad [AqON
1661 a1 Jo Joullid 143 nng
DIO-TEIS-GE AYY JO FSES[D] A,
“pun} Suymn ayl
L% jeap B BTme|[0] 1501 asn
-04 T $LIUOW §T 348 paay od 0}
198 SL1 14 11§ URg #uny Japea]
udkptseddo Adeasoutap-oxd el
1 uonwinoads Yitm Zznge
gea) Jewuesd)y pama SUTTIN
(sdofpo) og 1MdV ‘aofue

\ /ﬁ@

TME TELEGRADM

nng ueg Huny

[ERAR F.




|
|

csernelerg — odoad
UOLIIOD SSEIBY JUpjnoys AN, "Ieqy

BIJUTRg 120015 pres, ;U0 Si) 10] 350 [

0 A, "Wys ABJS 01 PIOEE J0U P AN
pres qidoad swiog “Jffyer) 210U SeMm PIIL
pue zpssupap, uo pauado sdous 210y
*S)91s 3N papreng ‘suodeomoneuing
-ne funo) Auew “onod puesISTPIOS '§[aga1
Aq pagmuapi Sutaq
PIOAE O} PaIRA0D
ssed  Jequinu
Iy ‘s19an8 Ayl
FwA[d orom sasnq
pue  swel M3
B A[UO pue pasop
oM S[OON2S
pue  SasSIUISNg
‘sdogs e Aleau
‘mpueey]
enden o ug
‘uawuRod
10 suazop Sulfmy “Sjaam om 1sed 211 UTSIN
-SILILL ENJP0 O] JO Saoy Ae|jia 51 paoe)
-1E JABY S[HQD1 2T, WOy Wwog 188y 0
Fumreas 213Mm SEDTI0 PUE 35NI0Y )LD 24
01 porpyedsip seam wies) TomednsIAu Uy
TMPUBTILIES] U1 SOAT BqUI([ 1Y
sEM U0 0u Sulppe ‘pres ay ,, Euﬁ Fumar ses

PN Rt J*
asnoy |\d U0} Ssisioe

wopaadj 1Ky nng .o} sewuefy ur AoAud NN

IDQLUSLLARWIE] ON]., PTES 21 " PRqUIOG PUe

i a9y oougs AYFUTSNUDDPIA, AQ PIOR] J53304
| eonjod Sig ysag st sem ] 9jdoad p0('g a0 |
i Jo Aje1 ot pro) ‘raveads Juowen red 1ounI0)
‘areverepueg . ‘2oead 0) pasoddo jou ame |
2 UZnot uaAs oTereyd Arerun pue s |
-0 [RLEOJLLID] 81 30a10.d] prre AUmoo 3y 0aes [

“38NOT S JO MO SPOOT A2} 9381 Jno 3
o1 ajdoad sy poyse ‘m sumed Aoy,
suoyd

-2[2) Aq pres ‘BuLIEYS _mm BIPURIEN] TR0 |
[E20[ J0M3S € ‘AEpsaupap, To Surrapnows |
s ses SUIp[InG SY) pres sossoulim pue |
2o 01 STYRIATED FuLiapIo Jatpe IEILAMO
SUIOL [RISIOUE 8, BQNIC] Mpeyed 194§ 193 |
| WILI9IUI U 97821 PUR [ [7] UO e aA0wral

~STUEA] SWILL] PAYOENE S[3G1 00T MUOS

sAep oAl !

107 umop SUTSO[ JO JS02 AL Tes 0] 992 |
-un ‘uado 01 parep sasssusng pue sdoys |

. alowl pue aNLys Aep-aa oyl Surkyap !
wedoaq apdoad jo equing SummoId vng |

-30UI|O1A JO SIEIY) AQ PIYOBQ PUE SE||L
-1908 1SI0CTA] 243 £q PRI3pIO LIS [BUOT
-BU B JO ABp puosas ot Aq pasAfered seam
uolyeu uappl-Aeaod oyl Jo yongy

“drysIopea) s WopSury 2] BOSPrELay |

-01d-y81 Jo aaEM B U11S2)8] AU T WYFALIAC
swioy  AQUnod S IISTHIA
ML SY) PAYDI0T AYDITUOUE
euonnpsucas eday Addoy oy
e Apooiq e funydy $ 1399

W

7z ddy _aozqs_x:g

VINUYHS TVd09 2 TR AHH3L :

'ssa001d a0ead payaec-ABMION B pastadl

01 132701 WO SARY SIII0J OB,

“S[RT ) ISEUN HORRNSEIILIPE JSE-LIou

oy suepd s Jusunuaaod au 1s001d 0) Aeprol

-84 BUTIIIEIA ] [YILULA BYIEUR{ ISTIRIAT AQ |}
pastreSio Ajes aarssew g pautol ‘oyreunrep |;

LMy — -adomyg
pue §N o Hupnpul ‘SUUnNcd Aucw
Aq pasodun suonoues Smyddu yiy pue von
| -R1OSI 5 ATmo0 uasoLas-Auas0d sy pus o)
Alarour sperouad Surna sy Ag pasn Smaqg 2re
sy 2y et wistndaos Surmord Aefe diayg
e 35ea[RI S LY nng AJuo Aessyewopdicy
‘19 M INg
stauoskd reonyed (7 Ioge Jo 9sEIRI SU)
{ PAPIALA FEJ 05 AL JEU sYfed o) uT ssardoad
! 70 el a3 Ye oouonedun Jo suSs Jur
-SER0UL LAOTS SABT] SINOQUSISU § TRIWIUEAIN
1O [B10A pue sianoe uomsoddgy -foey

: —a0wma(] 10§ andes | feuoneN] ey uonsod

PR -0 5w 10 19pES] ‘00 UL UMIp pres, Aoy

N poouInoguBien

i -Ieg BRI ‘1243014 S eSunjereumy] eyup |
-UBTE) JUAPISal LT AU OF SUOBS0U0D [
{ aqqeunun Asnotasid uo poseq swerd soead |
: SNOPIUIES SUSUISILADIIA [JUE JASTIAL |
| o jsurede pides s Uy spubsno ur dur ¢
.sﬁvm apou soad 2assaigFe ueonm Jas| |

-JL POLISSq Sey zo_.%o&O SENUETTTYS

i -pip ouy u pagsersIul K194 81 2 A0105
| JEU UIES|O) POYSHLS Se 3 PIBS TRZRY
H NE.._..;
ap u 2uQ) Arejenag,, Jo isod o spioy
O “JUMLAN] BT JO OpTOnTE 243 4] pademoo
-UISEM PR PIEMIO}SEIIUAT mE“E 2 ucm
] NNg 12amMI1q
anSorep oy ysnd
pMmoo 2y Jnsiu
i -ndo  Asnonned,,

GNI 30 1SNYL SS3Nd |

;__E 3s9y01d suiol |

/1943014 S,291d BYUET} u

:& Jadv '0aN0T00 |

Psem Aoaua 21
: pres ABpsaupam
uo [ezey g

oYM Iepea] ALou
-1 DI Uy

Pres AepsauPam,
mezey PW

st

O Utssatnsna udrorog jo dnoid e jo suo
syaam ma] B L ssardold Jo uonesojrTe
JMWOS 3 PIROM 2131 S0 P01 TEZEY,
"SRl 3E Inoqe 1eaqdn usaq sey “m_uv.uu_ A
~JOUTUI FUL PUE UAUISSIUISTC) TBISI0F (s
AUL OS[R Sel] oM ‘Tezey] "Ajdal v paaraoal
194 30U peY ING oMy UeY], ‘Topea] s eumf
) yim Sumadw e 107 payse pey fezey
pres 22mos N v 08e syjuour g1 paray
-01q 3y e} 3 stpredoal ASnoLs pros

e asow e — papuey Adurs reanreipy

$3a89} 2y 1 USIS2I U2AD PINOO A0AUR 3
18288ns pue WOopPSAI] 2)EIPSUINI 8 L] Ong
107 prey Surdqqor st ez Ses srewotdicy
“SUILIOUT ) T SESISTUILT OM)
PUE Ejum{ Surn ot uF oL IaquImu Aern
~JO AN TR Jargo SousTau Areyru ry
-12m0d you yewoydip wersdeeAl S 000T
2YE[ Q0UIS PRUTTIOD UG ST DIE2INE] [3GON
I} MM “DUIOY SPISSNE| 19 18 TuuMs
Ajren o un LSy NG YA AMReLI MOY-0M)
7 pey _EE& Trezey] AoAua repads N
, “SIPIS oMl
:quun $YjE1 SUIAOTI-MOIS 0L I I
LR 1SALIE I8NOY UG 95E2[21 131 211095 0)
Piq B UL ARPSIUPA, UO Ky ng
urg Juny Jopea) uonisodd
pue disiapes] Arejrui s e
-E\,@& PW AoAua N JOT.

X_f BN

¥Z 11HdY ‘NODNVA
NL ¥TH DNNY

25 APR 2m2

-

NENAM EXPRERE



UN rights
€nvoy meets
7

YANG\ON, Feb. 18, — A
United Nations human rights
investigator met Opposition
leader Aung San Sun Ky today
after lengthy interviews with
political prisoners in Yangon's
main prison,

A car carrying Mr Paulo Ser-
2io Pinheiro, the UN rapporteur
On human rights in Myanmar,
entered Mrs Syy Kyi's lakeside
compound in the capital, a
wilness  said, spegking on
condition of anonymity, No
details of the meeting were
available,

Mrs Suu Kyi leads the

National League for Democracy
Party that swept the 1990
general elections but was barred
by the ruling military from
taking power. Hundreds . of
NLD members have since been
jailed,
Mrs Suu Kyi herself has been
under  house arres since
September 2000 for trying o
travel outside Yangon for g
potlitical meeting, -

~
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» Death sentence for Ne Win’s
M\@\\ son-in-law,

- Tim Jolnston The Times, London -
JAKARTAEC})L 27. — Four members of
Myanmar's former ruling’ family were sen-
tenced to death by hanging on Thursday af-
ter a court found them guilty of treason. The
court rufed that the son-in-law and three
grandchildren of General Ne Win, who ruled
the country with an iron hand for 26 years,
had plotied to depose the Government,
Gen. Ne Win’s grandsons, Aye Ne Win, 23,
Kyaw Ne Win, 23, and Zwe Ne Win, 21, angri-
ly told the court they would not appeal, while
their father, Aye Zaw Win, remained silent.
Mr Pun Sein, the lawyer for the men, said
he would try to persuade them to appeal
within the seven-day period allowed. Bur-
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ma’s Supteme Court must endorse the ver-
dict. Its deliberations start in seven davs and
there is a chance that the sentences could be
commmuted to life in prison, The verdict is &
stunning blow for Gen, Win, whose family
has remained influential behind the «ccnes
since he stood down in 1993,

Although the 92-vear-old general wis nol
on trial, he has been under house arres: with
his favourite daughter Mrs Sander Win ut his
huge lakeside estate in Yangon since his fam-
ily was detained in March, Mrs Sander Win
is the wife of Aye Zaw Win and the mother
of Aye, Kyaw and Zwe Win, The military
court found that the four men had tricd 1o
stage a coup with a small contingent ol sol-
diers assigned to guard the former gencral.
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