+mU:N. officials fo
»\""feave N. Korea

VIENNA, (AUSTRIA), DEC. 28. Warning of a dangerous escalation in
the nuclear standoff with North Korea, the U.N. Atomic Energy
Agency said on Saturday that its inspectors would comply with
the Communist country’s expulsion order and leave by new
year’s eve. '

Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, decried the North’s “defiance and impun-
ity” in expelling the inspectors and reviving its nuclear pro-
gramime.

In an interview with a news agency, Mr. ElBaradei, said he still
held out hope that the reclusive nation’s leadership would re-
verse course and avert a showdown with the U.N. Security Coun-
cil.

The IAEA’s Board of Governors will meet at the agency's Vienna
headquarters on Jan. 6, when it will consider whether to refer the
matter to the Security Council — a diplomatic manoeuvre that
could lead to sanctions or other punitive actions against North
Korea.

“The emerging consensus is that the board would like to give
diplomacy — and North Korea — another chance to comply with
its international obligations,” Mr. ElBaradei told the AP by tele-
phone from Sri Lanka, where he is vacationing.

“They are still pursuing their policy of defiance. They continue
to escalate a crisis situation,” Mr. ElBaradei warned. “This road
they are embarking on is completely a dead end.”

The agency’s three inspectors in North Korea, who had been
monitoring a nuclear reactor at Yongbyon, north of the capital,
Pyongyang, were preparing to leave by Dec. 31, the JAEA spo-
keswoman, Melissa Fleming, said.

The order to leave came a day after North Korea said the in-
spectors were no longer welcome.

Although the IAFA said on Friday that the inspectors were
“staying put,” Ms. Fleming said on Saturday they were given the
order to withdraw after North Korean officials told the monitors
directly “that they should leave the country immediately,” after it
became clear that the country had no intention of responding to
a letter of protest from Mr. ElBaradei. — AP



N Korea to expe

UN 1nspectors

A
Seoul, December 27 Y\ v t

NORTH KOREA has announced
it is expelling UN nuclear in-
spectors monitoring a reactor
capable of producing plutonium
for nuclear weapons and is
pressing ahead with the con-
struction of nuclear facilities.

The International Atomic En-
ergy Agency said on Thursday it
had “serious non-proliferation
concerns” after North Korea
said it planned to restart a reac-
tor whose use was frozen in 1994
after a crisis over Pyongyang’s
nuclear arms ambitions.

North Korea’s state news
agency said the IAEA inspectors
were no longer needed.

“As our freeze on nuclear fa-
cilities has been lifted, the mis-
sion of TAEA inspectors, who
have been in Yongbyon under the
(1994) Agreed Framework be-
tween North Korea and the US,
has naturally drawn to an end,”
the North’s news agency said on
Friday; quoting a letter to IAEA
chief Mohamed ElBaradei.

“In a situation where there is
no longer justification for the in-
spectors to stay in our country,
our Government has decided to
send them out,” it said of a move
that would escalate the North’s

two-month showdown with the-

international community.

“We will be completing con-
struction on nuclear power
plants and will start operating a
radioactive chemical laboratory
as part of preparation for the safe
storage of used fuel rods that will
be produced by the power plants
when the plants begin opera-

"HF HINDUSTAN TREEN

AFP
South Korean President-elect Roh
Moo-~Hyun (centre) smiles as
soldiers cheer during his visit to a
military base in Inje, on Friday.
North Korea on Friday began
moving in banned machine guns
into the border with South Korea.

tion,” it said. The IAEA con-
firmed that North Korea had
asked its inspection staff to leave.

N-homb in 30 days

North Korea, which has begun
work to reactivate a nuclear re-
actor capable of producing
weapons-grade plutonium, could
have a nuclear weapon within 30
days, British expert John Large
was quoted as saying by The
Times on Friday.

Reuters
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“U.K. assures help
© a1t0 U.N. team

\}\9 Q)\ \ - By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, DEC. 23. Britain has assured the U.N. weapons inspectors
that they would get all the help they need to unearth Iraq’s weap-
ons of mass destruction. This followed a stinging rebuke by the
chief of weapons inspectors, Hans Blix, that Britain, and the U.S.
were not sharing with him fully the intelligence they claimed to
have about the Iraqi President, Saddam Hussein's alleged arsenal.

But even as the Foreign Office promised full assistance to Mr.
Blix and his team, doubts emerged whether Britain and the U.S.
had any clinching evidence at all to back their claims.

“The British Government officials have privately admitted that
they do not have any ‘killer evidence’ about weapons of mass
destruction. If they had, they would have already passed it to the
inspectors,” The Guardian said today.

M. Blix said last week that if the U.K. and the U.S. were ‘con-
vinced’ that they had enough evidence against Mr. Hussein “then
one would expect they would be able to tell us where is this stuff.”

Reports suggested that some ‘sensitive’ intelligence was being
held back from weapons inspectors because of fears that it might
get leaked. According to The Sunday Telegraph, Washington and
London were “waiting for his (Mr. Blix’s) team to establish a re-
liable track record before entrusting them with all the information
they have.” Meanwhile, Britain’s leading clergymen, including the
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, have joined MPs and
peace activists to warn against a war in Iraq. Using their traditional
Christmas messages, some of the Britain's senior Bishops have
questioned the legitimacy of a war which is seen to lack interna-
tional backing.
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drops

SAMUELLEN

Seoul, Dec. 22 (Reuters): North
Korea, defying world opinion,
today said it was removing UN
monitoring equipment from a
muclear reactor at the centre of
the communist state’s suspected
pursuit of nuclear weapons.
Pyongyang’s announcement
came after the International
Atomic Energy Agency said

‘North Korea had disabled sur-

veillance devices the agency had
placed at the five-megawatt
Yongbyon research reactor,
which the UN believes was used
to make plutonium capable of
use in warheads. The US, Japan
and South Korea urged North
Korea to maintain the freeze on
its nuclear facilities.

The Bush administration has
lumped the reclusive communist

)

PE TELEGRAP*

_weapons

state as part of &m “axis of evil”
with Iraq and Iran for develop-
ing weapons of mass destruction
and backing terrorism.

The Yongbyon plant had been
closed under a 1994 agreement
with the US in which North
Korea froze its reactors in ex-
change for shipments of oil and
the construction of more prolif-
eration-proof reactors.

The North’s official Korean
Central News Agency said it beg-
an removing the surveillance de-
vices after the UN nuclear watc-
hdog had not acted on Pyong-
yang’s demand early this month
to take the equipment away to
allow the reactor to restart.

“This situation compelled
the DPRK (North Korea) to start !
the work of removing the seals

-and monitoring cameras from

the frozen nuclear facilities for
their normal operation to pro-
duce electricity,” it said.

North Korea vowed to main-

_ tain a hardline stance, accusing
the US and Japan of tryingto iso-

late the communist state.

“It is the DPRK’s invariable
mode to react to the US imperial-
ists’ hard-line policy with the
toughest stand,” the North Kore-
an news agency said. “To take a
prudent stand and attitude
rather than acting rashly by fol-
lowing the US in the Korean
problem is more beneficial to
Japan’s existence and security.”

North Korea needed to end
the nuclear reactor freeze “be-
cause the US unilaterally aban-
doned its commitment to supply
heavy oil in compensation for
the loss of electricity”, the news
agency said. The US, South
Korea, Japan and the European
Union moved to halt the oil sup-
plies in response to US revela-
tionsof a North Korean nuclear
programme using
highly enriched uranium,

. North Korea’s move came
days after South Koreans elected
a new President who campaig-
ned against using pressure and
sanctions to press Pyongyang to
resolve the nuclear crisis. Ruling
party President-elect Roh Moo-
hyun vowed to continue outgo-
ing President Kim Dae-jung’s
“suhshifie policy” of aid and dia-
logue'with the North: /

2 3 OEC 2002
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Blix calls for

Intelligence data

LONDON, Dec. 20. — The
USA and Britain should
give UN weapons inspectors
more intelligence about Ira-
g’s alleged weapons of mass
destruction, chief inspector
Dr Hans Blix said today.

“If the UK and the USA ...
have evidence, then one
would expect that they will be
able to tell us where this stuff
is,” Dr Blix told BBC radio.

Yesterday, US secretary of
state Gen. Colin Powell ac-
cused Iraq of “deception”
and “lying” in the weapons in-
ventory it handed to the UN.

He said there were “omis-
sions that in our view consti-
tute another material
breach. We are disappoin-
ted but not deceived. Let
there be no misunderstand-
ing. Saddam has so far re-
sponded to this final oppor-
tunity with a new lie”.

In his first appraisal of
the dossier, Dr Blix noted
that Iraq maintained it had
no nuclear, chemical or bio-
logical weapons programs
“and that none have been
designed, procured, pro-
duced or stored” since the
last inspections regime
ended four years ago.

Dr Blix said western gov-
ernments claimed to have
evidence to the contrary,
but that inspectors were
currently not in a position
“to confirm Iraq’s state-

ments, nor in possession of
evidence to disprove it.” He
told the BBC that-the in-
spectors “don’t get all the
support we need” from
western governments.

“The most important thing
that governments like the
UK or the USA could give us
would be to tell us sites where
they are convinced that they
keep weapons of mass de-
struction,” he said. “This is
what we want to have”.
Experts inspect nuclear site:
Inspectors from the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agen-

cy (IAEA) were working to-

day at the al-Tuwaitha site,
the former heart of Iraq’s

THE STATESMAR

nuclear programme, an Ira-
qi official said, adds AFP
from Baghdad.

The complex, 25 km south-
east of Baghdad, has been
visited six times since UN
arms experts resumed inspec-
tions in Iraq on 27 November
after a four-year break.

Al the earlier inspections
were undertaken. by the
IAEA except the one on 14
December, which was by a
biological team of the UN
Monitoring,  Verification
and Inspection Commission.

During their previous vis-
its, the JAEA teams inven-
toried nuclear material
from Iraq’s past nuclear
programme.

Al-Tuwaitha was the loca-
tion of the French-supplied
Osirak nuclear reactor
bombed by Israeli war-
planes in 1981.

Germany: German defence
minister Mr Peter Struck
said today that Berlin expec-
ted Saddam to be allowed to
“improve” his country’s
arms declaration to the UN,
adds AFP from Berlin.
Russia: A top Russian offi-
cial today said the threat of
war against Iraq had not di-
minished following Dr
Blix’s briefing, a report
from Moscow says.

“A threat of war against
Iraq still exists,” Interfax
quoted Moscow’s ambassa-
dor to the UN, Sergei Lav-

rov, as saying. -
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“UN seeks Iraq

Baghdad, December 14 \ g\\

THE UN pressed Baghdad fokna
list of scientists linked to arms
programmes, and fractious Iraqi
Opposition groups met in Lon-
don on Saturday to plan roles in
a post-Saddam Hussein Iraq.

UN experts, testing Iraq’s as-
sertion that it no longer has any
banned weapons, pounced on 11
chemical, biological, nuclear
and missile sites on Saturday,
Iraqi officials said.

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister
Tareq Aziz said the Arab world
should know that the US and Is-
rael were making a fuss over
weapons to mask their determi-
nation to destroy Iraq.

Chief UN weapons inspector
Hans Blix has written to Iraqi
presidential adviser Amir al-
Saadi asking Irag to name its
arms scientists by the end of De-
cember, Blix’s spokesman said
on Friday. An Iraqi official has
said the list is in the works.

Under Security Council reso-
lution 1441 of November 8, the
inspectors have the right to in-
terview in private anyone who
might know details of Irag’s
weapons programmes, if neces-
sary by taking them and their
families out of the country:

The US wants Blix and his
counterpart at the International
Atomic Energy Agency, Mo-
hamed ElBaradei, to do just that.
But some diplomats believe
Washington is pushing the issue
to provoke a clash between Bagh-
dad and the UN arms experts
that could provide a quick pre-
text for a war on Iraq.

“We are not going to abduct
anybody, and we're not serving
as a defection agency,” Blix said
last week.

Washington says it will topple
Saddam and disarm Iraq by
force if it fails to disarm volun-
tarily. But Aziz, opening a poetry
festival in Baghdad, challenged
the idea that disarmament was
the real issue. :

“The Arab nation should not

"HE HINDUSTAN Thils

be deceived by false excuses by
America and Zionist imperial-
ism (Israel) that they are launch-
ing their aggression on Irag to
eliminate its weapons of mass
destruction,” he said.

“The US and its ally Israel are
using all their means of decep-
tion to destroy Iraq.”

Meanwhile, opponents of Sad-
dam Hussein are meeting in Lon-
don to map out a future for the
country and called for a federal,
tolerant Iraq in the event Sad-
dam is ousted from power.

Up to 1,000 people, including
330 delegates and scores of re-
porters and security guards,
gathered on Saturday at a plush
hotel on the invitation of a com-
mittee representing six opposi-
tion groups recognised by the
United States.

The meeting, which had been
postponed three times due to ar-
guments about who should con-
trol it, heard calls for a federal
Iraq, liberated from Saddam's
Ba'ath Party, and for an Irag fyg/
of extremism.

“Federalism is practised in 70
countries worldwide,” said Jalal
Talabani, leader of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan — one of
two Kurdish parties which con-
trol northern Iraq. “It will foster
unity in Iraq.”

Dossier verdict in months

The head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency said on
Saturday that the UN would need
a few months to reach a conclu-
sion about Iraq’s declaration on
its weapons programme.

“By January, we should have a
status report which should move
us forward,” said Mohamed El-
Baradei. “We still need a few
months before we come to a con-
clusion on the Iraqi declara-
tion.” ElBaradei and UN chief
weapons inspector Hans Blix are
expected to give preliminary
findings to the Security Council
in New York on Thursday.

Reuters/
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/Iﬁsp‘ ctors ready to

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNHQ, Dec. 14. — UN
weapons inspectors are
preparing to interview
former and current scien-
tists associated with Iraqi
weapons of mass destruc-
tion programmes. Chief |8
inspector Mr Hans Blix
sought a complete list of
the scientists in a letter to
Iragi presidential adviser
Mr al-Saadi.

In the letter, Mr Blix
has asked Iraq to provide
a list of all personnel cur-
rently and formerly asso-
ciated with its chemical,
biological and ballistic
missile programmes, and
diplomats say it would
not be long before they
start quizzing them.

The USA is pressing the
inspectors to interview
the scientists as Wash-
ington fears that inspec-

UN inspectors confer with Iraqi offi-

cials after their inspection at the al-

Fatah missile research compound in
Baghdad on Saturday. — AFP

tions would lead nowhere.
Information from scientists who
know ~about the programmes
and helped run them would re-
veal much more, it argues.

The USA has been pressing in-
spectors to whisk the key scien-
tists out of the country along with
their families to enable them to
speak freely without fear of the
Saddam Hussein government.

But Mr Blix appears to be un-
decided about this, as several is-
sues would need to be resolved
including what should be done
with them if Jraq refuses to al-
low them Jsack or they are not
to go back after they
e information and seek

asylum in another country.

The USA Russia and France
have sent Mr Blix comments on
the Iraqi dossier on the status of
its weapons of mass destruction
which the five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council re-
ceived last Monday. The
comments include which parts of
the dossier they want to be de-
leted before it is given to the ten
non-permanent members. Brit-
ain 1s expected to submit the
comments on Monday. It was
not known when China would do
so. Mr Blix is expected to brief
the Security Council on Thurs-
day.

\Prayers to the

Devil for
‘no war’

THE TIMES, LONDON

BASHIQA (Iraq), Dec. 14. — Barely 30
miles from Mosul, in a village at the base of
Mount Maglib, Sheikh Mirza Sulaman and
his tribe are praying for a reprieve from
war. But his people, an ancient sect called
the Yezidis, are praying to the Devil.

The Yezidis worship the Peacock Angel,
Malak Taus — Lucifer — as well as God.
Their main religious text, Meshaf i Resh or
the Black Book, forbids them to eat lettuce
or butter beans, wear dark blu etc. They
cannot utter the word “Satan” or indeed any
other word that sounds like his name. Their
religion is a blend of paganism, Zoroastrian-
ism, Christianity and Islam. Whereas Chris-
tians believe that Lucifer fell from grace to
hell, the Yezidis believe he was pardoned
and reinstated as the angel closest to God.

There are about 750 Yezidis left in Iraq.
They intermarry to keep their bloodlines
pure, do not accept converts, and have
managed to pass centuries in these remote
mountain hamlets undisturbed. “We have
resisted time, we have resisted every-
thing,” says an old man who has come to
attend a funeral at Sheikh Mazar Temple.

The ritual involves the men gathering in
the temple to prostrate themselves before
the Peacock Angel and God. They leave
Kurdish money near the centre of the
room, converge in the courtyard to smoke,
drink tea and gossip, mainly about the
upcoming war.

The Yezidis are anxious about the possi-
bility of war. At risk is is the Yezidi temple
at Ain Sifni near the Kurdish border, a
place of great cultural heritage. Another
potential ¢asualty would be the isolation
and harmony of these villages, seemingly
far from the reach of the Saddam regime
War, they say, will destroy their lapd,
their families, their way of life. “Wgr’de-
stroys everything beautiful.”

THE STATESMAR
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NEW YORK, Dec. 12. |
— The UN will censor ¥
the names of Iraq’s for- J
eign suppliers from the |
public version of Bagh- §
dad’s arms declaration,
to spare countries em- §
barrassment at the role §
their firms have played in §
its development of weap-
ons of mass destruction.

Mr Hans Blix, the
UN’s chief arms inspec-
tor, has promised to pro-
vide an edited version of
the Iraqi declaration to
all members of the 15-
nation Security Council
as early as Monday after
receiving advice from the five nucleas. powers
on which sections to cut out. ** ©

The table of contents of Iraq’s 11,.807-page
declaration suggests it contains a great deal of
information about Baghdad’s past efforts to
procure nuclear, chemical and biological weap-
ons components abroad and even lists “foreign
technical assistance” in the chemical field.

British firms are already known to be
among numerous Western companies that —
wittingly or not —

At a lunch with Security e

supplied weapons-related:
technology to Iraq before the Gulf War 0 i

i1 s

T > g
Iraqi workers build bunkers outside the Nida factory in Zaaleraniya on Thursday,
near Baghdad, in preparation for possible US attacks. — AFP

laration written in Arabic, Mr Blix said that he

hoped to provide a preliminary assessment of
Baghdad’s position on 19 December.

He has given the five nuclear powers until
Friday to make recommendations to him on
what should be removed from the published
version of the dossier to prevent weapons
proliferation.

US threat to use nukes: The USA is pre-
pared to launch nuclear missiles against Iraq

if President Saddam Hussein deploys chem-
ical or biological weapons against American

Council members on Tues-
day, however, Mr Blix indi- |

cated that he would follow | . u"mdh

O Hgi s
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troops or allies, the White
House said on Wednesday.
The explicit warning of a
tactical strike, which ech-

inspctors . ieping seoc ""ﬁgw  Seddal usso Gtiversd before the 1901
the names of foreign suppli- { | loys chemjcal or Gulf War, is designed to

ers.  “Foreign suppliers

/| nbiplogical weapons

persuade Mr Hussein not

used to be something that —T 50

REREt1111
they called sensitive, for the reasmmhnzathaym")atsenal of terror”.

to consider resorting to his

had sometimes been obtaining information :Rumsfeld tours military base: The USA won
through the foreign suppliers aboutithe:Iraqi -Qatari approval for major improvements to

programme, and if they were to.give their.

names publicly, then they would never get an-:
other foreign supplier giving you informa-
tion,” he said. “There were also those who did
not know: Suppliers might have exported
things quite legally, and they were not aware
of where they were going to.” As UN analysts
studied a key 500-page section of the Iraqi dec-

.an air base in this Gulf nation that would

play a central role if President George Bush
ordered war against Iraq, adds AP from
Doha. Upon his arrival in the Qatari capital
last night, defence secretary Mr Donald
Rumsfeld signed an agreement giving the
go-ahead for several construction projects at
al-Udeid air base.

-
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WAHINGTON, Dec. 12. —
In what could be a clinching

evidence against Iraq’s
claims to the UN that it
destroyed all its chemical
weapons, the USA has
reccived “credible reports”
that Al-Qaida militants
received in Iraq the nerve
agent VX, used as a
chemical weapon, which was
smuggled through Turkey.
The Bush
Administration has
received “a credible report
that Tslamic extremists
affiliated with Al-Qaida
took possession of a
chemical weapon in Iraq
last month or late in
October,” a media report
said  quoting official
sources. They  said
government analysts
suspect that the transaction
involved the nerve agent
VX and that a courier
managed to smuggle it
overland through Turkey.
“If the report is true,”
The Washington Post said,
“the transaction marks two
significant milestones. It
would be the first known
acquisition of a non-
conventional weapon other
than cyanide by Al-Qaida
or a member of its network.
It also would be the most
concrete  evidence to.,
justify war against Iraq.”,
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Traqi dossier in US
hands irks Annan

Press Trust of India

UNHQ, Dec. 11. — UN
Secretary-General Mr Kofi
Annan has termed the
handing over of the first une-
dited copy of Iraqi decl-
aration to the USA as an
“unfortunate development
nevér to be repeated again”
even as he rejected criticism
that the world body had
become a puppet of America.
“In substance, the decision
was fine, but the approach and
style was wrong as the Security
Council had decided that all
would get the same material”,
Mr Annan said reacting to
Security Council president Mr
Alfonso Valdivieso’s decision.
Discussing the issue with
Council members yester-
day, he described it as an
“unfortunate development”
and expressed hope that it
would not be repeated.
Speaking to reporters
later, he agreed that some
Council members had
criticised the decision but
rejected the suggestion that
it showed that the world
body had become a puppet
in the hands of the USA.
Syria and Norway were
among the members which
openly expressed their
unhappiness  with  the
Norwegian foreign minister
Mr Jan Petersen warning
against some members being

+ treated as “B class”. Baghdad
said Mr Valdivieso’s decision

proved that the UN had

FOUND ANY YET? Or so the laidback workers waiting outside

o

Baghdad's Al-Karama complex, which specialised before the
1991 Gulf War in producing guidance and control systems for
Al-Hussein missiles, seem to ask during a visit by
UN disarmament inspectors on Wednesday. — AFP

become a victim of
“extortion” by Washington
and expressed fear that the
USA may use it to “mani-
pulate the Council”. “This is
unprecedented extortion in
the history of the UN, when it

THE STATESMAL

(USA) forced the president
of the Security Council to give
it the original copy of Iraq’s
declaration ... in contradiction
with the agreement by all
members of the Council”, the
Iraqi foreign ministry said.
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oet access to

UNHQ, Dec. 9. — As weapons inspec-
* tors began the arduous task of examin-
ing today the massive Iraqi dossier de-
tailing Baghdad’s chemical, biological
and nuclear programmes, the UN Se-

pages are printed, tho mtich did we
get in CD-ROM and tdmorrow we will
get copies made of the declaration and
we will start to work”.

At a meeting later with the current
president of the Council, Columbian
ambassador Mr Alfonso Valdivieso,
Mr Blix was told that the five perma-

- UN TEAM BEGINS SCRUTINY OF IRAQ DECLARATION

ermanent memk

ossier

USA to give sites list

to inspectors

NEW YORK, Dec. 9. — The USA will
soon provide UN weapons inspectors
in Iraq with a list of priority sites it
wants investigated immediately and

curity Council in a surprise
move permitted five perma-
nent ‘members uncensored
access to the documents. | gupa
The head of the weapons in-
spection. agency, UNMOVIC, | DO
Mr Hm,s Blix was on hand to
receive the 12,000-page docu-
ment, sealed in two black suit-

What they say

has approved a list of hi-tech
surveillance gear for them in
the hope of gaining
information to back their

cases, as they were brought to

the UN headquarters by his
aide Mr Surya Sinha after be-
ing flown in from Baghdad.

The inspectors would ac-
cess whether Iraq had com-
plied with the UN resolutions
on its weapons of mass de-
struction as claimed.

The Security Council in an
unexpected move agreed to
give the US, Russia, France,
China and Britain uncen-
sored access to the Iraqgi dec-
laration.

The other 10 council mem-
bers, including Iraq’s neigh-
bour Syria, will only see the
declaration once it is transla-
ted, analysed and gleaned of
sensitive material.

‘We don’t need any
convincing (that irag
possesses WMD)
based on the
information we have’

‘Iraq’s good intention
creates chances for .

resolving the problem

through political and
diplomatic means’

‘The declaration should
be assessed In a just and
objective way through
UN inspectors’
on-the-spot inspections’

‘Experts would cross
check the declaration with

claims of Iraq possessing
WMD.

Sometime in the next two
weeks, the USA would pro-
vide Mr Hans Blix with a list
of priority sites it wants
investigated immediately, a
media report said today.

Washington is also pre-
pared to offer the weapons
nspectors with high-tech sur-
veillance gear, including un-
manned aerial vehicles and a
U-2 high aititude spy plane, a
list of which has been app-
roved by the Defence Sec-
retary, Mr Donald Rumsfeld.

“We don't need any con-
vincing based on the inform-
ation we have,” a top US
official told the Wall Street
Journal. US officials are

data from past and
intelligence reports
from other nations’

concerned that they are
losing the early public
relations battie with Baghdad,
and said the White House

The decision overrides one

Washington would not have to wait to
begin its own analysis and translation
of the document.

The nuclear component of the new
declaration arrived earlier yesterday in
Vienna where the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency is based.

The IAEA director general, Mo-
hammed El Baradei, said in Vienna
that the experts would cross check the
declaration with data from past and
intelligence reports from other na-
tions. He expects to give the Council a
preliminary report within 10 days and
a detailed analysis by January end.

Mr Blix said the inspectors would
“immediately take a look” at the mate-

ial and get an “overview of how many

) Hz” \ u z
made on Friday to distribute censored;;
copies to the council and means that,.

fent-council members would get their
own copies of the declaration for im-

. mediate review.

“After consultation with the mem-
bers of Security Council, the presiden-
cy decided to allow access to the Iraqi
declaration to those members with the
expertise to assess the risk of prolifera-
tion and other sensitive information to
begin its immediate review,” he said.

Mr Blix is expected to give his first re-
action to the Council members tomor-
row when he attends Secretary General
Mr Kofi Annan’s monthly lunch with
the Council members. He might also
brief them at the closed door meeting,

The complete declaration, in Arabic
and English with an 80-page summary, is
contained in at least a dozen bound vol-
umes accompanied by computer disks.

could offer a preliminary
rebuttal in the next few days, even
before a full review of the declaration
is completed. The administration has
lined up a group of weapons experts to
review the declaration for any hints
about possible weapons sites and other
discrepancies, the report said.

A US official said the White
House's patience is driven by two
factors. UK, the key US ally, is
insisting that the inspections be given
a chance to work. And US intelligence
on Iragi weapons programmes, while
airtight in Washington's eyes, “may not
be graphic enough to persuade other
important allies, including Turkey,”
the official said. — PTI

Editorial: International Brigand!,
page 8
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WEAPONS INSPECTIONS / INSPECTORS CAUGHT IN THE CROSS-FIRE

U.N. team on spying mission, says Iraq

\ By Atul Aneja \)_'\f %() ’\

MANAMAYBAHRAIN), DEC. 5. The U.N. weap-
ons inspégtors in Iraq are caught in a cross-
fire between the Iraqi establishment and
the United States, with Baghdad accusing
them of spying for an upcoming war and
Washington saying that they are not exert-
ing themselves enough. The Iragi Vice-
President, Taha Yassin Ramadan, on
Wednesday told Egyptian journalists in
Baghdad that the inspectors were gathering
military intelligence for the U.S. and Israeli
secret services as part of a preparation for
war.

Pointing out that the U.S. was primarily
focusing on the war option, he said, “The
inspectors have come to provide better cir-
cumstances and more precise information
for a coming aggression.” “This is not an
accusation, because the inspectors, from
day one, their foremost work was spying.
Their work was spying for the CIA and
Mossad together”, he added referring to
the U.S. and Israeli intelligence agencies.

. Orchestrating a similar theme, the Depu-

ty Prime Minister, Tariq Aziz, said in an
interview to a U.S. television channel
“Washington wants the war.” “The whole
issue of weapons of mass destruction is a
hoax. When they find that there are no
weapons of mass destruction, they would
use another pretext to attack.” Analysts
point out that the Iraqi emphasis on the
U.S. having pre-decided on waging war,
maybe intended to counter an anticipated
U.S. diplomatic offensive against it next
week.

By Sunday, Iraq is expected to meet the
U.N. mandated deadline of declaring its
stockpiles and capability to produce mass
destruction weapons. Iraq has already
stated that it does not possess such weap-
ons and is likely to pursue a similar line in
its declaration. But there are concerns in
Iraq that the U.S. could cite this response as
an expression of “bad faith”, and follow it
up with an international campaign that
would encourage the use of force. In Bagh-
dad, the head of the Iragi National Mon-
itoring Directorate, Hussam Mohammed

The Iraqi President, Saddam Hussein, greets members of the ruling Baath Party
leadership in this image taken from TV in Baghdad on Thursday. — AP

Amin, said that Iraq’s arms dossier for the
U.N. would be huge, but added that, “the
declaration will repeat that in Iraq there are
no weapons of mass destruction.”

Elsewhere in the region, the Iranian En-
glish daily, Teheran Times, known to be
close to the conservative establishment has
also suggested that the U.N. weapons in-
spectors could be working to facilitate mil-
itary operations against Iraq.

The newspaper points out that Israeli
agents have in the past planted “homing
devices” to structures such as Irag’s Osirak
nuclear power plant, which was then, with
the help of these devices, bombed by air
with pin-pointed accuracy in 1982. Accord-
ing to the daily, “some also suggest that
there is a possibility that some U.N. inspec-
tors with dubious allegiances be able to sur-

CH= HINDL

reptitiously plant such homing devices in
various places they visit, or even hide them
in cameras they are entitled to install in
sensitive places. Afterwards, the United
States and its allies can use the homing de-
vices for extremely effective targeting of Ira-
qi sites in case a good excuse if found.”

The prominent buildings that the U.N.
weapons inspectors have visited so far in-
clude one of the places of the Iragi Presi-
dent, Saddam Hussein, the Muthanna
military site, some 75 km north of Baghdad
where they said they found artillery shells
that contained mustard gas that previous
inspectors could not destroy before they left
in 1998.

Besides, they have visited the Iraq’s main
nuclear plant al-Tuweitha, around 20 km
south of Baghdad.
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Kofi snubs
Bush over/

1nspect10n o

S Rajagopalan & Reuters
Washington, December 4

IN SHARP contrast to the Bush
administration’s gloomy as-
sessment, UN Secretary Gener-
al Kofi Annan has held that
Irag’s cooperation with the
weapons inspectors so far has
been good.

A day after President George
W Bush termed the Iraqi coop-
eration “not encouraging”, An-
nan said on Tuesday that while
it is too early to make a judg-
ment, the UN inspectors have
had no trouble so far in gaining
access to the targeted sites, in-
cluding a presidential palace.

“It’s only been a week and
obviously the cooperation
seems to be good, but this is not
a one-week wonder,” Annan
said, adding that Baghdad will
have to sustain the cooperation
and the effort and perform.

But the US indirectly sought
to deflate Annan’s optimistic
projections, with Defence Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld saying
the UN is going to be faced with
a stark choice after the Sunday
deadline for Iraq to make a dec-
laration over its weapons of
mass destruction.

Rumsfeld, alluding to the pos-
sibility of a false declaration by
Iraq, said the UN will have to
face up to its responsibilities.
“When the Iraqis send in their
declaration, if it is false, will
the UN continue the pattern of
the past of allowing Iraq to ig-

FHE HINDUSTAN T

nore UN resolutions? Or will
the member countries hold Iraq
to its obligations?” he said.
Bush himself, continuing in
the same vein, said in Shreve-
port, Louisiana said the funda-
mental question was not in-
spections, but whether Saddam
Hussein will disarm. If he does
not, the US will lead a coalition
to disarm him, Bush said.
Media reports here, quoting
senior officials, said the US will
compare the Iragi report to
American Intelligence’s own
findings. They also hinted that
the Bush administration might
push for a more aggressive ap-
proach to the inspections — si-
multaneous inspections by a
much larger team of inspectors.

Experts at nuclear site

United Nations experts
searched Iraq’s main nuclear
research facility and a former
chemical arms production cen-
tre on Wednesday. UN experts
began a second week of inspec-
tions, with a team from the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency swooping on the al-
Tuweitha plant, 12 miles south
of Baghdad.

They spent five hours exam-
ining buildings at the complex.
AnlIraqi official at the site said
the inspection went smoothly.

Tuweitha Nuclear Research
Centre, the main nuclear

program site, hgs housed sev-
eral research reactors. /
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t remains tobe seen if the latest mission by United
I Nations armnis inspectors to Iraq can prevent war

from breaking out in the region. Although there is
hope that the inspection team’s visit will stabilize the
environment, it is too early to assert that the possibili-
ty of an American attack against Iraq is over. This is
the first visit by a UN arms inspection team to Iraq in
four years, and the visit is mandated by the UN securi-
ty council resolution 1441, passed in early November.
Most of the inspectors are drawn from thée UN moni-
toring, verification and inspection commission, while
the rest belong to the International Atomic Energy
Agency. UNMOVIC inspectors will seek to find evi-
dence of any Iraqi development of chemical or biologi-
cal weapons while the JAEA personnel will focus on
nuclear weapons. The team is expected to submit its
first report by the end of January.

There are two aspects of the UNSC resolution 1441
which are noteworthy. First, the inspection regime is
probably the most intrusive ever faced by any sover-
eign country in recent history. No site, including Mr
Saddam Hussein’s palaces, is out of bounds for the in-
spectors. Indeed, there are reports to suggest that the
inspectors may specifically target these “presidential
sites”. Second, Iraq is bound by the resolution to sub-
mit by December 8 a list of non-conventional weapons
and related infrastructure in its possession. Any false
declaration by Baghdad will be taken as a material
breach of the resolution. Iraq has so far denied that it
has any such weapons in its arsenal. But if Iraq contin-
ues the policy of denial, and the inspectors find evi-
dence to the contrary, it will be seen to have violated
the UNSC resolution. Past experience suggests that Mr
Hussein’s government is unlikely to submit gently to
the wishes of the UN inspection team. Although at
present, Iraq has few diplomatic options left, it will
probably count on the growing resentment against the
unilateralist trends in American foreign policy, even
amongst the United States of America’s traditional al-
lies. The Bush administration is more determined
than ever before to ensure that it achieves success in
Iraq. And success, it must be clear, is not measured
merely in terms of achieving Iraqi compliance with
the UNSC resolution 1441. The real aim is to ensure a
regime change in Iraq. Paradoxically, therefore, the US
may hot be particularly unhappy if the UN mission
fails. Once this happens, the US will hope to have
demonstrated to its allies that all diplomatic options
have been exhausted, and only the use of force can lead
to stability in the region.

THE TELEGRAPE
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UN inspectors
tlpped lraq ,ﬂ\w
on sites ¢

BAGHDAD, Dec. 1. — UN arms
experts made fresh inspections to-
day after sparking controversy by
admitting they gave lraq prior no-
tice of two visits, as US envoys
headed to Europe to bolster sup-
port for Washington’s tough policy
on Baghdad.

Hundreds of US military person-

nel began setting up a hi-tech com- .

Raids kill eight

BAGHDAD, Dec. 1. — At
least eight péople were killed
and 20 injured when Western
warplanes bombed the prem-
ises of the Southern Oil Com-
pany in Basra at 11 a.m. today,
residents said. Between 600 to
700 employees were in the
premises at the txme of the. €0

mand centre in
Qatar as part of
war . games in the
Emirate, as  the
Pentagon stepped
up its deployments
in the Guif amid
press reports a war
against Jraq might
cost $200 billion.
A UN disarma-
ment team visited
an  agriculture
ministry  crop-
spraying facility south-east of

raid. — AFP

Baghdad and a military complex in
the capital on the fourth day of re-
newed inspections, but it was, not

immediately clear if the visit was a
no-notice inspection.

Two of the facilities visited by
the experts on Saturday were giv-
en advance warning of their com-
ing, a UN spokesman eventually
acknowledged late in the day.

Managers of the Um al-Maarik
and Al-Qa Qaa companies visited
by a team from the International
Atomic Energy Agency had both
been forewarned because the in-
spectors wanted their assistance in

renovating monitoring equipment

untouched since the suspension of

the last UN inspections in 1998

The UN spokesman, Mr Hiro
Ueki from Japan, had sparked
confusion by earlier.insisting all
the inspectors’ visits were carried
out on a no-notice basis.

“The mspectors arrive unan-
nounced,” he said at a press brief-
ing about the days’ operations when
challenged about an Iraqi official’s
claim that he had known about the
inspection in advance. Later Mr
Ueki issued a clarification. .

“Um al-Maarik
Company, .which
the JIAEA team
visited on Satur-
day was notified
by the IAEA team
in advance that
two of their tech-
nicians would re-
view the status of
the remaining vid-
surveillance.

Al-Qa Qaa Com-

pany, which the
IAEA team visited, was also re-
quested on Thursday afternoon to
provide assistance to facilitate re-
moval of sampler. This type of ad-
vance notification is sometimes
given to facilitate their work on
monitoring equipment.” But the
UN spokesman insisted that the
generality of the inspectors’ work
remained on a notice basis.

“Except for these types of cases,
our inspection teams do not provide
advance warning to the Iragiside.”

The inspectors have so far re-
ported nothing untoward, leaving
the Baghdad media to say that
“the UN teams have found noth-
ing in recent days and will find
nothing in coming days”.

? 0EC 272
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“U.N. inspections to
w.u‘b’egin tomorrow

L2\
BAGHDAD, NOV. 25. The first team of U.N. inspectors 12, in Iraq
on Monday afternoon to take up the hunt for chemical, Biological
or nuclear arms programs, a search whose outcome could help
determine the future of peace in West Asia.

A white C-130 transport, emblazoned with a simple “U.N.,”
touched down at Saddam International Airport carrying a con-
tingent of 18 international arms monitors and their cargo of high-
tech sensors, computers and other gear. They had assembled earli-
er at a U.N. rear base on the Mediterranean island of Cyprus.

The team comprised six nuclear experts from the International
Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna and 12 inspectors from the New
York-based U.N. commission charged with searching for other
weapons of mass destruction. The inspectors left the airport with-
out speaking to reporters.

After a four-year suspension, their crucial new round of surprise
inspections will begin on Wednesday morning, when they will
likely revisit an unidentified site. Among other things, they may
check on cameras and other monitoring equipment left behind by
earlier inspectors. Later, the inspectors will branch out to new or
rebuilt sites — including suspected storage places for chemical”
rweapons. — AP

{
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~Talks constructive, say

«"’UN arms ins

LARNACA (Cyprus), Nov.20.— To
UN weapons inspectors today sai
their talks with Iraqi officials had been
constructive and Baghdad had prom-
ised “total cooperation” to resume the
disarmament process.

The UN Monitoring, Verification
and Inspection Commission chief, Mr
Hans Blix, accompanied by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agengy direc-

. tag, Mohammed El Baradei, aftived in
Cyprus today. Mr Blix said he and Mr
El Baradei had “good discussions with
representatives of the Iraqi govern-
ment, and we were assured they will
fully implement” the recently adopted
UN Security Council resolution on
disarmament.

He said the talks were “businesslike
and professional.” Mr Blix, however,
said he did not want to “pre judge
what Iraq will say”, when it submits a
report on 8 December in which it is re-

quer to give a full report on its al-
leged programmes for weapons of
mass destruction.

The chief weapons inspector said he
was confident that “war can be averte-
d”. Asked if he was more hopeful than
when he arrived in Iraq on Monday,
Mr Blix said: “We have come some
part of the way; we look forward to
continuing.” The UN Security Council
“wants assurances” that Iraq is free of
weapons of mass destruction, “and we
have to get those assurances”.

Mr El Baradei said the UN team
had impressed on the Iraqis that in-
spectors want “an accurate and com-
plete report” on 8 December and “th-
ey made it clear they will do everythmg
possible to cooperate with us”. Bagh-
dad’s verbal commitment “has to be
translated on the ground”.

Mr Blix said the Iraqis “were some-
what concerned about the short time for
presenting such a big report, and they
had particular concern on reporting on

pectors

the peaceful industries, like the chemi-
cal industry, which are devoted to peace-
ful purposes. They have quite a lot of
that, and they were quite concerned
about it. “They assured us they will do
everything possible to make sure the
declaration would cover all activities.”

Mr El Baradei said he and Mr Blix
would be returning to Iraq periodical-
ly “if things go normally, but obviously
we would have to if there is a crisis”.

Mr Blix is scheduled to pay a courte-
sy call to Cypriot President Glafcos
Clerides today and will leave Cyprus
later in the day. Mr El Baradei said he
will remain in Cyprus until tomorrow
but did not say what his plans were.

Larnaca is the logistics and support
base for the inspectors entering and
leaving Iraq.

The inspectors have a mandate from
the Security Council to find the bio-
logical, chemical and nuclear weapons
that President Hussein’s regime is sus-
pected of developing.

THESTATESMAL
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/ U.N. RESOLUTION / FOCUS SHIFTS TO INSPECTIONS

Iraq’s neighbours hope

R

DAMASCUS, NOV. 14. Desperate to
avoid a war but keen that Iraq is
disarmed, most neighbouring
countries are hoping that the
U.N. weapon inspections to
which Baghdad has agreed on
Wednesday take place without a
major hitch. The Secretary-
General of the Arab League,
Amr Moussa said soon after Iraq
had conceded allowing inspec-
tors under a new stringent in-
spections regime that the focus
should now be entirely on a
successful probe and references
to a war against Irag need to be
avoided.

Under the U.N. Security
Council resolution 1441 that
Iraq has accepted, it has a 30-
day time frame within which to
declare its weapons of mass de-
struction. After this period in-
spectors will scout for its
nuclear, chemical and bioclogi-
cal weapons and are armed with
the mandate that they can scan
every inch of Iraqi soil to fulfil
their mission. Iraq’s obstruction
to inspections will not automat-
ically result in the use of force
against it, but will trigger a fresh
debate within the Security
Council on this subject.

The United States, however,
has already declared that it will
not be bound by the U.N. delib-
erations and would be free to
use military force against Iraq
unilaterally, if, in its judgment,
the use of force was necessary.
Most of Iraq’s neighbours who
have apprehended. that they
could, at some point of time,
themselves become targets of
Irag’s non-conventional weap-
ons, would not mind if Baghdad

By Atul Aneja

> war will be averted\ W

Peace activists light candles in front of the U.S. embassy
in Santiago, Chile, recently in protest against
Washington’s policy towards Iraq.

is disarmed. But most countries
do not want military force to
achieve this objective, because
a war with Iraq can threaten
their own political survival.
Among Iraq’s neighbours, Syria
and Iran fall in separate cate-
gory and maybe most affected
by a war. The Bush administra-
tion has declared the two coun-
tries as part of the “axis of evil”
because of their alleged support
to international terrorism. Con-
sequently, they apprehend that
they could be next on Washing-
ton’s firing line after “ regime
change” in Baghdad was ac-
complished. Both countries are,
therefore, exerting themselves
to ensure that either the war
does not take place, or, if it

does, they are not necessarily
on Washington’s wrong side.
Syria, not surprisingly, has
decided to back the U.S. spon-
sored resolution 1441 on Iraq,
while it was expected to abstain
from the U.N. vote earlier. Syria,
Iran and Turkey want to avoid a
war on yet another count. All
three countries have sizeable
minority of ethnic Kurds who
also reside in large numbers in
Northern Iraq. A war they fear
can result in the creation of an
independent Kurdish State in
northern Iraq. This State, they
feel, could, in turn, become the
nucleus for a larger Kurdish en-
tity that includes parts of their
own border territories where
the Kurds reside in strength.

|
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Tough road ahead for UN
orsin Iraq

G\ ¥y W

arms mspect

Washington, November 14

UN ARMS inspectors are likely
to face major logistical and prac-
tical problems in their drive to
uncover Iragi chemical, biologi-
cal and nuclear weapons, from
Iragi officials who have had
years of experience in frustrat-
Ing past inspections.

Former inspectors and other
experts said Iragi President Sad-
dam Hussein might feel he has
no choice other than to allow the
inspectors back into his country
to avert the threat of a US-led
military attack. But he would
still make every effort to hide as
many of his weapons programs
as possible.

President Bush has described
Saddam’s previous tactics as
“cheat and retreat” and has said
he would not tolerate them in the
future. “There are a million
ways the Iraqis could try to frus-
trate the inspectors. The most
worrying scenario is the accu-
mulation of small obstacles and
deceits, each of which taken
alone is too small to justify a war,
but which collectively could add
up to a serious problem,” said
Jessica Mathews, president of
the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace, who recently
edited a book on how to make in-
spections work.

She said the key to success
was maintaining unity among
the five permanent members of
the UN Security Council and
maintaining a credible threat of
war if Iraq did not comply.

“As soon as one of those two
conditions disappears, the in-
spections efforts will start to
fail,” said Mathews.

Armed with new technology

Iraq has had four years since the
last inspectors withdrew in
which to build underground
sites and mobile facilities. But

inspectors will be armed with
new tools, including more accu-
rate aerial and satellite surveil-
lance data, portable X-ray de-
vices and hand-held sensors that
can instantly identify biological
agents such as anthrax.
Unlike in the past, the inspec-
tors will have the right to inter-
view witnesses without Iragi
minders being present. They

‘= HINDUSTAN THE

AFP
A protester wears a George Bush mask and sits on the nose of a mock
nuclear warhead in central Sydney on Thursday.

could also take scientists and
their families out of the country,
though several experts believe
that would be unworkable
in practice. Terence Taylor, who
was a senior nuclear inspector
in Iraq from 1993 to 1997, said he
was worried there would be too
few inspectors and that they
would be too inexperienced.
Reuters
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Iraqi MPs reject UN step,

leave fingl a

Baghdad: Iraq’s parliament
unanimously rejected on
Tuesday a new UN resolution
calling on Baghdad to dis-
arm, but said President Sad-
dam Hussein had the final
word.

The rejection is a show of
anti-American defiance but
Mr Hussein has till Friday to
accept it in full or to face “se-
rious consequences” under a
deadline set by the UN secu-
rity council.

His trusted son Uday, a
member of parliament, earli-
er in the day urged the as-
sembly to accept the resolu-
tion at its emergency session,
which began on Monday.

But speaker Saadoun Ham-
madi said Parliament had
unanimously voted to reject
the UN demands, approving a
motion which a senior
deputy read out at the ses-
sion’s end.

“Parliament recommenda-
tions are to reject the UN res-
olution in accordance with
the opinion of our people,
who put their confidence in
us, and authorise the politi-
cal leadership to take the ap-
propriate decision to defend
Iraq’s independence, sover-

eignty and dignity” the
deputy said.
“Parliament authorises

President Saddam Hussein to
take the appropriate decision
and will stand by our leader-

)

S. Hussein George Bush
ship in any decision it takes.”

The final say on Iraq’s ac-
ceptance of the resolution
rested all along with the Rev-
olutionary Command Coun-
cil, Iraq’s highest authority
led by Mr Hussein.

The speaker Hammadi had
denounced the tough UN text
on Monday as a violation of
Irag’s sovereignty.

Parliament was called af-
ter the 15-member UN securi-
ty council voted unanimous-
ly on Friday in favour of a
US-drafted resolution, de-
manding Baghdad allow UN
weapons experts unhindered
access to any site suspected
of producing chemical, bio-
logical or nuclear weapons,
or face the conseguences.

In the US eyes the conse-
guences mean a war to oust
Mr Hussein and on Monday
President George W. Bush
made clear he would use the
full force of US military
might to make Iraq comply
with the resolution.

“The dictator of Iraq will
fully disarm, or the US will

to Saddam

lead a coalition and disarm
him,” Mr Bush said.

The resolution gives UN
arms experts sweeping new
rights and Iraq 30 days to
submit a detailed list of its
weapons.

Mr Bush described the dis-
armament campaign against
Iraq as part of the US war on
terrorism launched after the
hijacked airliner attacks on
the United States on Septem-
ber 11 last year. No link be-
tween Iraq and the Al Qaida
group held responsible for
the September 11 attacks has
been established.

US national security advis-
er Condoleezza Rice said Mr
Bush reserved the right to
use force without security
council approval if Iraq vio-
lated the resolution. But
Washington would initially
discuss with the Council
the consequences of a
breach.

Ms Rice said a tough new
UN disarmament resolution
on Iraq does not bring war
closer, but that the threat of
violence is needed to cow
Baghdad.

“This resolution does not
put US closer to war,” Ms
Rice said on Monday, adding:
‘We have to keep in a sense a
gun pointed to the head of
the Iragi regime because
that’s the only way that they
cooperate.”

—Mpr- Hussein must now
comply “unequivocally and
without any reservation” or
face possible military action

" to end this regime, she told
NPR Radio’s “Tavis Smiley
Show” in an interview to be
broadcast on Tuesday.

Disarmament inspections
first started after Iraqi forces
were expelled from neigh-
bouring Kuwait by a US-led
coalition in the 1991 Gulf
War. Inspectors withdrew in
1998 in a wrangle over access
to Mr Hussein’s palaces. reuters

13 MOV 2002
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1raq| MPs to discuss UN resolution

SAMIA NAKHOUL \}\
BAGHDAD, NOVEMBER 11 r\/\
IRAQ’S parhamentwﬂl convene m&h
emergency session on Monday to decide
on a tough new UN resolution calling on
Bighdad to disarm or face possible mili-
tary action. Iraq has until November 15 to
agree to a Security Council resolution
passed unanimously on Friday demanding
. Baghdad allow UN arms experts unhin-
dered access to sites suspected of produc-
ing weapons of mass destruction or face
“serious consequences”. The US wamed
Iraq on Sunday that any false step would
result in military action.

Due to meet at 7 pm under the orders:

of President Saddam Hussein, Iraq’s 250-
seat Parliament looked poised to accept
the. text. But the official press predicted
that Washington would try to use the reso-
lution to inflict “more harm and suffering
on the people of Iraq”. In a front-page edi-
torial; the ruling Baath party newspaper al-
Thawra said the US and its ally Britain had
inserted “vague, vicious and misleading
texts that give them room for manoeuvre
touse them as pretext to attack™.
Nevertheless, Arab League Secretary-
General Amr Moussa said on Monday he
thought Iraqwould “cooperate positively”

“Saddam Hussein with his top ofﬂclals In

Baghdad. File photo

with the new resplution. Arab foreign min-
isters on Sunday welcomed the resolution
and Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed
Maher also said Baghdad appeared in-
clined towards accepting the text.

“The indications are positive and there -

was a general feeling during the meeting

“ that the cooperation of Iraq with the in-

spectors will be instrumental in avoiding
any military operation,” he ‘said when
asked about Iraq’s likely response.

Russia, which with France and China

fought hard for amendments to an original

US Draft resolution, said on Monday it
hoped the Irag’s parliament would vote to

NDIAN EXPRESe

comply. “In the first plage, it would serve
the interests of the Iraqi people, and also it
would help strengthen peace and security
in the whole Gulf region,” Foreign Min-
istry, spokesman Alexander Yakovenko
said in a statement.

Iraq’s Parliament will refer its deci-
sion to Iraq’s highest leadership authority
— the so-called Revolutionary Com-
mand Council led by Saddam and
chaired by his top aides.

The Parliament was to hold closed- .
door consultations on Monday moming
ahead of the plenary session in the evgning,
aParliamentarysourcesaid. ~ — Reuters



- ‘UN arms experts to
be tough but tactful’,

DUBAI, Nov. 10. — UN
disarmament inspectors will
be firm but tactful and
refrain from provoking
Iraq, their boss said in an
interview published today.

“I do not think we are
going to kick down doors,”
said Mr Hans Blix, chair-
man of the UN Monitoring,
Verification and Inspection
Commission, in remarks to
the Arabic-language daily
Al-Hayat.

“We will behave firmly,
seriously and with tact,”
said the 74-year-old former
foreign minister of Sweden.

Mr Blix said that checking
“presidential sites”, which
caused major trouble dur-
ing previous inspections,

“will not the most
difficult” pdrt of the job.

“I think what matters most
is to know if the Iragis will,
within the 30-day deadline,
make the requested state-
ments about their weapons
of mass destruction and out-
line their civilian industries.”
Mr Blix said the WMD
deadline was “realistic” but
“could cause some diffi-
culties” in the civilian sector
because of the scale of Iraq’s
petro-chemical industry.” He
repeated that he expected to
go to Baghdad on 18
November with a first team
MNS and Moham-

Y MBarader, ~director-
general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency.

“A week later a team of 12
people will go there to carry
out preliminary inspections
and will be followed by a
larger team. Within 45 days,
and depending on what the

UN Security Council deci-
des, there will be between 80
and 100 inspectors in Iraq”,
he added.

Mr Blix said the list of
Iraqi officials who would be
questioned had not yet been
finalised and didn’t rule out
President Saddam Hussein
himself. “We don’t know if
we are going to meet him. I
am ruling out nothing but
I'm not confirming anything
either.” Mr Baradei, also
interviewed by Al-Hayat, said
questioning of Iragis would
be “limited to scientists who
took part in the nuclear,
chemical and biological
programmes.” “It should not
be forgotten that the IAEA
announced having disma-
ntled Iraq’s nuclear progr-
amme before inspectors left
Iraq in 1998”, he said.

Mr Baradei said the ins-

pectors would use “common
sense”. “That means it is use-
less carrying out inspections
in the middle of the night,
unless it is necessary.” “If we
have to go into a house, we
will knock on the door and
wait until someone allows us
to go in. That means that our
demand for immediate acc-
ess does not include breaking
into houses.” “If for example
we are going into a church
and a mass is taking place we
will wait until it is over before
going in and that will also
apply to mosques during
prayer times.” He said
inspectors would show “obje-
ctivity, professionalism and
total neutrality*in Iraq.

“I call on Maq to cooperate
and tell it that we will carry
out oyr'work in such a way as
eserve its sovereignty
d territorial integrity.”
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Baghdad weighs'
response to U.N.

By Atul Aneja H O '\qter the country. “Iraq has noth-

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), NOV. 9. De-
clining to outrightly reject Fri-
day’s United Nations Security
Council decision seeking to dis-
arm Iraq, Baghdad has said that
it would react to the Resolution
in the next few days.

“Despite that the Resolution
1441 adopted by the Security
Council is bad and unjust, the
leadership of Iraq is studying it
calmly and will take the neces-
sary decision in the next few
days,” the Iraqi News Agency
(INA) said, quoting an official.
The 15-member Security Coun-
cil on Friday unanimously ap-
proved the Resolution, giving
Iraq a last chance to give up its
mass destruction weapons or
face severe consequences.
Baghdad has been asked to de-
clare its response to the U.N.
decision within a week.

Signalling that Iraq may not
reject the demand, the newspa-
per Babel, run by Uday, son of
the President, Saddam Hussein,
said the Resolution gave. the
Bush administration an open-
ing to interfere in the work of
the weapons inspectors, adding
that Washington was still seek-
ing “an excuse to launch its ag-
gression against Iraq.”
However, it added that Iraq
would permit inspectors to en-

ing to conceal and U.N.
weapons inspectors are wel-
come”, the newspaper added.
Elaborating, Babel observed,
“Our wise leadership, known for
it shrewdness, would make
President Bush’s administra-
tion miss the opportunity to ex-
ploit any situation to attack and
would eventually change the
bad and evil intentions of
America.”

Under the Resolution, co-
sponsored by the United States
and Britain, U.N. arms inspec-
tors will have “immediate, un-
impeded and unconditional”
rights to scout for biological,
chemical and nuclear weapons,
including Mr. Hussein’s presi-
dential compounds.

Babel also strongly criticised
Syria that had earlier appeared
to be siding with Iraq, for join-
ing the U.N. bandwagon. The
Iraqi Government, over the last
week, had indicated that it
would be ready to accept a
tough new U.N. Resolution
seeking intrusive inspections,
provided it was not attacked.
According to the State-run Irag
Daily newspaper, Mr. Hussein
had said on Monday that he
would “take into consideration’ s
a U.N. Resolution as long as it
did not serve as an excuse for a
U.S. military strike:
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“US mounts pressure-
on UN for resolution
against Iraq G "'qn

United Nations: The US, in
what it sees as a last chance
for Irag to disarm or face
war, is pressing the UN Secu-
rity Council to adopt a tough
resolution by Friday, but
veto-holders France and Rus-
sia have still to agree to the
proposal.

The six-page draft gives
UN arms inspectors far-
reaching powers, including
unrestricted rights to enter
President Saddam Hussein’s
palace compounds. The reso-
lution, the result of eight
weeks of negotiations on
scrapping any chemical, bio-
logical or nuclear weapons of
mass destruction Irag might
have, was formally presented
to council members on
Wednesday.

The draft resolution de-
clares Iragq “in material
breach” of its UN disarma-
ment obligations, a term that
has been invoked by the US to
allow a military strike. It also
says Iraq has “a final oppor-
tunity” to scrap arms of
mass destruction and or will
face “serious consequences”.

US ambassador John Ne-
groponte said he wanted a
vote on Friday. But secretary
of state Colin Powell, the key
negotiator on the resolution,
cancelled travel plans next
week so he could deal with
any last-minute hitch. How-
ever, France and Russia have
held back their endorsement
despite several concessions
in the revised US-British text
that gives the Security Coun-
cil a limited role in determin-
ing whether war can be

waged against Iraq.
Meanwhile, French foreign
minister Dominique de

Villepin on Thursday said
France was almost satisfied
with the text and expressed

hope that the remaining reser-
vations could be addressed
this week. Speaking a day af
ter President Jacques Chirac
expressed reservations about
ambiguities on the issue of
military action in the text, Mr
De Villepin said Paris was
working to clarify the clauses.
“We think we are very close to
an agreement. We think a vote
could take place by the end of
this week or the beginning of
next week.”

France has opposed any
“hidden triggers” that would
give the US the right to attack
Iraq, topple Mr Hussein and
claim that the UN had autho-
rised it. In a concession to
France, the latest draft reso-
lution calls for a new round
of Security Council delibera-
tions if Iraq fails to comply
with UN arms inspections.

Although China said the
revised US draft resolution
had eased some of the con-
cerns of the member states, it
declined to announce its sup-
port for it. China holds a veto
as one of the five permanent
members of the Security
Council, along with the US,
Britain, France and Russia,
and is this month’s president
of the 15-member body. Reuters
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“" U.N. closer to agreement

~—
\XQ /\A
By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NoV. 1. The Bush administration is of
the view that a resolution on Iraq without going
back on any of its core principles will pass the
United Nations Security Council. The vote, ac-
cording to one view, could come by the middle or
the end of next week. Hectic discussions are tak-
ing place in New York between the permanent
members of the Security Council to come to
terms with a new resolution that takes into ac-
count the views of Russia and France.

A successful vote in the Security Council

means that nine out of 15 members would have
to say yes; and none of the five permanent mem-
bers can cast a veto. In terms of the Iraq resolu-
tion now being debated only Syria is said to be
totally against and is expected to vote against the
resolution in whatever shape it may emerge final-
ly. Media reports have it that the United States is
confident that it has now the backing of most of
the non-permanent members. Leaving Syria
aside, Mexico too has problerhs with the position
of the United States and Britain} and the expecta-
tion is that it will support a resolution once after
the changes are made.

Mexico’s position is more closer to that of
France. A thinking in Washington in official cir-
cles is that the more number of nations that sign
on to the Iraq resolution, the better off the sit-
uation is.

It is to this effect that the administration is
looking for the ‘perfect’ language that will ad-
dress the concerns of Russia and France — and

on Iraq resolution

W\

perhaps China as well — and at the same time
not giving the impression of the] United States
backing down.

The news from Russia is that the Council mem-
bers are making progress. “We have converged
on a whole series of positions”, the Russian For-
eigh Minister, Igor Ivanov, has been quoted.
Some permanent members have voiced concern
with many aspects of the U.S. draft resolution,
notably two. These relate to the reference of Iraq
being in “material breach”; and warning Bagh-
dad of “serious consequences” if it backed away
during the implementation of the weapons in-
spections. The United States, Russiaand France
are seeing how the Janguage could be worked as
to avoid the impression of an automatic resort to
the use of force.

Also it is being pointed out here and in New
York that the United States and others are also
trying to come to terms with what the chief weap-
ons inspector, Hans Blix has had to say. Appar-
ently Mr. Blix wants a tough resolution from the
United Nations, but does not wish to have the
Security Council to get into minute details of how
the weapons inspections would have to be car-
ried out. :

In the final analysis, the view of the weapons
inspections team will be critical to the Security
Council and to Iraq. Back in the campaign trail
and in the home stretch, the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W Bush, is continuing to make the point that
if the United Nations did not act on Iraq, the
United States will. “You need to do your job”’, Mr.
Bush said in South Dakota. /!
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Is the United Nations relevant?

. \ 0
uN o oopb - 24)10
w of New Delhi’s policy towards the U.N.

MIDST A messy power-
wrangling in New York over
disarming Iraq and threats
of unilateral action from the
Bush Administration if the J{:'lji;ed
Nations does not act, the werld to-
day marks the founding of the U.N.
57 years ago. This is a good moment
for India to ask itself whether the
U.N. has much of a future in the
maintenance of international peace
and security. For, the debate at the
U.N. Security Council is not just
about dealing with the threat of
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq;
it is, in essence, about defining the
contours of a new global order.

At the formal level, India says it
prefers U.N. multilateralism to
American unilateralism in dealing
with the issues at stake in Iraq. Given
its interests in Iraq, its reluctance to
annoy Baghdad and a desire to stay
with the broad line adopted by the
states in and around the Persian
Gulf, New Delhi has chosen the easy
option of supporting the multilateral
route. India would wait and watch
rather than reveal its political
interests.

This is a safe position for New Del-
hi; but it. may not be based on any
serious assessment of where the
U.N. is headed and what kind of a
global security order India would
want to construct in the new
millennium.

The comfort of India’s diplomatic
cover is unlikely to last too long. It
will blow up shortly. Whichever way
the debate in New York concludes,
either towards a new and impossible
resolution on Iraq or a unilateral
American military action in the Per-
sian Gulf, India’s own dilemmas
about the U.N. are likely to get
starker.

Contrary to conventional wisdom,
a new resolution on Iraq will not be a
triumph of the U.N. over the Amer-
ican bullyboy. The arguments in
New York are not between contend-
ing ideas of multilateralism and uni-
lateralism. They are about a bargain
of interests between the United
States and Britain on the one side
and Russia and France on the other,

By C. Raja Mohan

Any revi

must deal with the basic reality that India is a
revisionist power, not in territorial terms but for
improving its role in global decision-making.

with China watching from the side-
lines. The Bush Administration has
convinced itself that ending the re-
gime of Saddam Hussein is the key
to its long-term political strategy to-
wards the Persian Gulf and the Mid-
dle East. London, if only reluctantly,
has opted to go along with Washing-
ton. Moscow and Paris, which have
made heavy investments on Mr.
Hussein, however, have

was its purpose. Contrary to India’s
rhetoric about multilateralism over
the decades, the world body was
conceived as a concert of five great
powers. All the authority of the U.N.
was concentrated in the UNSC, with
a veto to each of the five permanent
members who also turned out to be
the five recognised nuclear weapons
powers. Kept out of the high table at

the end of the Second

no desire to roll over and WORLD VIEW World War, India nur-

play dead. It is not that
Russia and France are totally com-
mitted to the political future of the
current regime in Baghdad. Moscow
and Paris demand that their massive
economic and political interests in
Irag be protected, if the U.N. is to
back the ouster of Mr. Hussein. This
no-holds-barred political trade, even
if it comes to a successful conclusion
this week, by no means edifies the
U.N. and multilateralism.

If the U.N. fails to come up with a
resolution, the Bush Administration
has threatened again this week that
it will act on its own in a coalition of
willing states. And that could mark
the beginning of the end of the U.N.
as we know it.

Addressing the U.N. last month,
the U.S. President, George W. Bush,
had warned that the world body
would go the way of the League of
Nations if it did not back
Washington.

The League, the first worldwide
effort to build global collective secu-
rity, collapsed in the 1930s amidst
the great power rivalry and the im-
pending Second World War. The
U.N. too is at the crossroads today,
and its relevance and future are be-
ing tested as never before.

That the UNSC has become a ba-
zaar for the trading of interests be-
tween major powers should come as
no surprise to India. That indeed

tured a fond hope that
the U.N. system could be democra-
tised by a trade union of the decolo-
nised nations. That effort was
doomed from the start.

Any illusions that the U.N. would
become a genuine collective security
system should have been shattered
by the early 1990s. But having draft-
ed countless resolutions on trans-
forming the world during the 1970s
and 1980s at the U.N., and mesmer-
ised by its own sense of leading the
Third World, New Delhi remains re-
luctant to face up to facts. India’s
own experience with the U.N. stands
in utter contrast to its continuing en-
thusiasm for multilateralism at New
York.

India is still paying a price for hav-
ing gone to the U.N. on the Kashmir
question after the Partition and In-
dependence. India rushed again to
the U.N. seeking a disarmament
treaty following China’s first nuclear
test in 1964; it got, instead, the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty that
targeted New Delhi. As it tried to end
one of the world’s biggest genocides
in East Pakistan in 1971, India got
little support at the U.N. When it re-
jected the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) at the U.N. in 1996,
India found itself in virtual isolation.
After testing nuclear weapons in
1998 and declaring itself a nuclear
weapons power, India became the

oy
-
e

subject of the unanimous UNSC
Resolution 1172 (June 1998) that
calls on New Delhi to give up its nu-
clear and missile programmes.

The contradiction between India’s
eager support to multilateralism and
its immediate security requirements
can no longer be hidden. India is all
for a stronger U.N. role in Irag. But
the very moment the U.N. Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, mentions the
word “Kashmir”, the Foreign Office
in New Delhi begins to froth at the
mouth. India wants Baghdad to im-
plement all U.N. resolutions. But
New Delhi will not touch UNSC res-
olution 1172 with a barge pole.

All Governments when faced with
a difficult problem want to fudge the
issues and duck for cover. India’s
current position on the U.N. and
Iraq is no exception. The foreign pol-
icy establishment, however, owes
the nation a serious review of India’s
traditional premises about multilat-
eralism in the context of the im-
pending American war against Iraq,
with or without the sanction of the
U.N.

At stake are key questions on the
nature of power in the international
system and the optimal ways of ma-
naging global security. Mouthing old
slogans about the U.N. will no longer
carry political conviction either at
home or abroad.

Any review of New Delhi’s policy
towards the U.N. must deal with the
basic reality that India is a revisionist
power, not in territorial terms but for
improving its role in global decision-
making. The U.N. has been at odds
with India on its core security con-
cerns in the past; its structures and
instruments are incapable of accom-
modating India’s aspirations in the
future.

India should be the last one
mourning for the U.N. if it stumbles
or collapses in Iraq. New Delhi must,
however, quickly come to terms with
the nature of new threats to interna-
tional security and the kind of politi-
cal coalitions that must be created to
address them. After all, revisionist
powers are expected to think boldly
at defining moments in world affairs.



/Security Council

UNHQ, Oct. 23. — The new US draft reso-
lution on Iraq faced stiff opposition from
.'Russia, France and China with diplomats
stating that “messy negotiations” that lay
ahead could drag on into the week or even
_-early next week.
~~ The major problem with the new draft,
prepared in consultation with Britain, is
" that the three believe the way it is written, it
eould be interpreted by the US to mean that
.it‘authorises military action against Iraq if
‘Baghdad obstructs inspectors without an-
. other Security Council resolution.

The resolution provides
that if inspectors reportob- =+
struction, the Security o
Council would convene im-
mediately but does not ex- |
plicitly state that a second =~ ¥¥¥'R
resolution would be neces- . FBf
sary for military action. ‘

The USA backed by
Britain is pushing a single "™
resolution that it states ¥
would allow force to be : ‘
used against Iraq if its doesnt meet its UN
disarmament obligations.

Paris, Moscow and Beijing still want a two-
state approach giving Iraq another chance to
comply with UN weapons inspectors and on-
ly authorising force in a second resolution if
Baghdad obstructed inspections.

At two meetings yesterday lasting several
hours, the five permanent Security Council
members went over the draft line by line
and diplomats said Russia was most vocal in
opposing some its controversial provisions.

No date has been set for the next meeting
as the five take stock of the first serious dis-
cussions held on the draft and decide the
next course of action. But diplomats said it
is a sign of some progress that the five had
met after battling in media for days.

“We want to be sure that we have a suffi-
cient level of understanding between us —
first of alf to ensure that there is no veto in

TWE &Y v ey,

opposes}JS draft

\°
the offing an\(;‘ the extent possible we

would like to put ¥his forward as a consénsus
document,” the US ambassador to the UN,
Mr John Negroponte, said after the meeting

He said the the five permanent member:
agreed to meet again “as soon as possible’
but “I think you have to allow the negotiat:
ing process a little bit of time”.

The Russian foreign minister, Mr Igor Iva
nov, was quoted by the media as saying the
text does not meet the criteria set by Moscow
and the French foreign minister, Mr Domini-
que de Villepin, said: “There is still a lot of
work to do.” A senior Chinese diplomat was
quoted as saying: “It’s a pity there are no sub-
stantive changes from the previous text.”

The USA meanwhile re-
affirmed that it would lead
a coalition to disarm Iraq if
_ the UN fails to pass a reso-

lution  setting  strict

conditions for UN weapons

inspections. “If the UN

: can’t make its mind up, we

will lead a coalition to dis-

~arm Mr Saddam Hussein

for the sake of peace,”

‘ President George W Bush
said in Pensylvannia yesterday.

But the State Department warned of
complicated negotiations between the five
veto-weilding members of the Security
Council. “It’s probably going to be a messy
process,” the State Department spokesman,
Mr Richard Boucher, told reporters when
asked about objections to the five-page res-
olution raised by France and Russia.

The new draft, which is yet to be shown to
the ten non-permanent members, drops the
provision for explicit authorisation of mili-
tary strike against Iraq if it is found to ob-
struct weapons inspectors who are to en-
sure that it does not have any weapons of
mass destruction, including nuclear, chemi-
cal and biological, and long-range missiles.

But it says that Iraq has been in “materi-
al breach” of its obligations under the Se-
curity Council resolutions because of its
failure to cooperate with the inspectors.



MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 21. Iraq
has intensified its campaign to
block a new tougher U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolution that
seeks to set new ground rules for
eliminating that country’s sus-
pected weapons of mass de-
struction under the threat of
force.

A spokesman for the Iraqi
Government said on Sunday af-
ter a meeting of the Cabinet that
a new Security Council resolu-
tion would undermine the cred-
ibility of the world body.
“Regarding the ongoing consul-
tations at the Security Council
and outside it, we don’t see the
need for a new resolution,” the
spokesman said. ‘‘Passing any
new resolution that contradicts
agreements represents a retreat
from the stand that the Security
Council should take,” he added.
| Iraq on October 1 had reac-
| hed a deal with weapons inspec-
" tors that would allow them to
return to Iraq after a four-year
gap, on October 19. But under
pressure from the United States,
which is seeking a fresh U.N.
mandate on Iraq, international
weapons inspectors failed to
show up on Saturday. “We warn
against passing such a resolu-
tion... because it means that the
Security Council does not re-
spect its commitments at the
time it asks others to fulfil
theirs,” the Iraqi official said.

The spokesman blamed
Washington for the failure of the
inspectors to revisit Iraq. While
opposing a new resolution, Iraq
has not given up support for the

“U.N. credibility

271D

spectors under earlier guide-
lines. Irag’s Vice-President,
Taha Yassin Ramadan, report-
edly said that Iraq maintained
its position on the return of
arms inspectors in line with the
deal with the United Nations.
“Iraq is prepared to foil any evil
American aggression that tar-
gets its national sovereignty and
the free will of its people,” he
said.

All U.N. Security Council
members agree on defining a
more stringent inspections re-
gime in Iraq, but are divided on
the automatic sanction for the
use of force in case Iraq does not
comply. The five permanent ve-
to-holding members of the
Council are also at odds with
one another on the question of
unseating the Iraqi President,
Saddam Hussein.

Analysts point out that differ-

at stake: Iraq

By Atul Aneja 1 9 ‘%ctober 1 dedl with the U.N. in-

ences between the U.S. and Iraq
on inspections revolve around
two key issues. First, Iraq oppos-
es exposing its eight “presiden-
tial sites” to inspections, though
this subject had been addressed
in 1998 during talks between the
Iraqgi authorities and the U.N.
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan.

Second, Washington wants
that the Iraqis take responsibil-
ity for the security of inspectors
when they visit specific sites in
the Shia-dominated areas in
southern Iraq and northern Iraq
where the population of ethnic
Kurds is predominant. Iraqi air
force is barred from flying in
these areas under the “no-fly
zone” provisions that were
adopted at the end of the Gulf
War. Iraq says that it would take
responsibility for the security of
the inspectors in these areas on-
ly after negotiating the “no-fly
zone” provisions.

IN NO MOOD TO WAIT: U.S. Marines put up a nuclear,
biological and chemical warfare protective tent during
an exercise in Kuwait on Monday. — AFP
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-UN consensus_

S——

grows against
strike on Ira

The Times, London 5’_&" v \/

NEW YORK, Oct. 17. — The USA and Brit-
ain came under intense pressure to soften
their hard line on Iraq yesterday as dozens of
countries lined up at the UN to speak out
against a military attack.

A rare open meeting of the UN Security
Council on Iraq turned into a forum for govern-
ments from around the world to call for UN we-
apons inspectors to test Baghdad’s co-operation
before any decision is made on the use of force.

The debate was convened by the 114-nation
Non-Aligned Movement in an effort to thwart
what many delegations see as Washington’s
headlong rush towards war.

Diplomats predicted that the torrent of
speeches would help to push the USA and
Britain towards a compromise that would
strengthen the inspection regime but withhold
any authorisation for military action until a
second Security Council vote.

“It would be inconsistent with the spirit and
letter of the UN Charter if the Security Coun-

cil were to authorise the use of military force

against Iraq at a time when Iraq has indicated
its willingness to abide by the Security Counci-
I’s resolutions,” Mr Dumisani Kumalo, South
African ambassador and chair of the non-
aligned nations, said. “In our view, the way has
now been cleared for the immediate return of
the UN inspectors to Iraq.”

HE STATESMAR
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ubverting the UN

g It takes two to play that game \0

Some innovative solutions designed to arrest the drift towards
war in Iraq are being put forth. There is, for instance, {raqi
Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan’s suggestion that George
-Bush take on Saddam Hussein in a one-to-one duel, to be held
on neutral territory and refereed by Kofi Annan. The
American response has been entirely unhumorous — pointing
out that Hussein didn’t challenge Kuwait’s royals to a slugfest
before sending his troops into that country. Ari Fleischer,
spokesman for the Bush administration, has mooted his own
solution — a one-way ticket for Hussein outside Iraq, or an
assassin’s bullet — which sounds like a restatement of the
ultimatum for “regime change”. Neither Washington’s nor
‘Tony Blair’s statements about the UN system collapsing unless
it enforces their will in Iraq can be taken at face value; in
reality, the UN functions only to the extent that the big powers
allow it to function and the Bush administration with its
unilateralist focus has overseen the blggest subversion of any
international consensus on a host of major issues, ranging from
climate change to an international court to try war crimes.
NATO moved on Kosovo even though the Russians vetoed
military intervention there when the matter came up before the
Security Council but the UN didn’t collapse. One can read
between the lines of Ari Fleischer’s statement to discern
Washington’s attitude — it would be happy to secure a
favourable Security Council resolution, but will press ahead
anyway. Which doesn't exhibit a great deal of respect for the
UN either.

. Current wranglings at the UN may, in fact, be a figleaf for a
new geopolitical battle that is shaping up after 9/11, with the
US having decided to take on petrodollar-funded Islamic
fundamentalism. If past history is an indicator the Americans
and British have fought ruthlessly against, it must be said,
equally ruthless enemies. During the Second World War, for
example, there was the fire-bombing which devastated whole
German cities, and atomic strikes on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
During the Cold War Washington backed monsters like
Pinochet in Chile, Somoza in Nicaragua, Mobutu Sese Seko in
Zaire, Yahya Khan in Pakistan, and even, lest one forget
Saddam Hussein in Iraq.

Even the switch on Hussein has historical precedents —to
beat Hitler, for example, Washington and London allied: with
the equally genocidal Stalin, then turned on the USSR once
Nazism was vanquished. The present group of ideologues in
power in Washington believes that such tactics won them the
Cold War. Nevertheless, in Iraq’s case the enemy doesn’t look
as tangible as earlier. If Washington moves on Iraq militarily it
will have to present a fait accompli very quickly; the weight of
economic disruption and worldwide protests will overcome
soon enough.
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“Uncertainty over UN 1nspect10n

VIENNA, Ogt. 3. — UN officials are
divided over whether Mr Saddam
Hussein will really allow Iraq to be
searched for weapons of mass destruc-
tion or if he means to start a new
round of the decade-long game of cat-
and-mouse.

Even as the chief UN weapons in-
spector, Mr Hans Blix, is scheduled to
brief the Security Council today on the
his two-day negotiations with Iraqi offi-
cials, doubts remained within his own
ranks about the ability of the UN team
to complete a task they began in 1991.

Diplomatic sources close to the
talks said about half of the UN offi-
cials were optimistic that a real break-
through had been achieved after a
four-year stglemate with the Iraqis,
but the}r;&yg‘ an equally strong scepti-

cisy/ ambng others who have been

g \° Allied aircraft strike Iragi defence HQ

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3. — Allied planes launched an airstrike -in’ thé"
southern no-fly zone over Iraq today, targeting an air defence headquarters
and operations centre, US defence officials said.

“Today's strike came after Iraq air defences fired anti-aircraft artillery and
surface-to-air missiles at coalition aircraft,” said a statement from the US
Central Command in Tampa, Florida. Coalition planes responded, targeting
precision-guided weapons at an operations centre and air defence

headquarters for the sector near Tallil.

It was the third time in nine days that planes launched strikes in the area
trying to destroy communications equipment, control, radar and a surface-to-
surface missile launchers. Repeat missions have become common in recent

weeks. — AP

misled by Baghdad before.
Of particular concern was the vexed
question of so-called “sensitive sites”,

such as the ministry of defence, the

headquarters of the ruling Baath Party,
the secret police’s building and bar-
racks of the Republican Guard troops.
The right to search these areas withoat

condition was one of three issues on
which the Iraqi delegation had to con-
sult Baghdad before finally agreeing to
the UN’s demands on Tuesday.

The Iragis didn’t change their stand
that special conditions be attached to
inspecting these sites, they just suspen-
ded their objections, the sources said.
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IENNA / FOCUS ON 1998 DEAL

U.N. insists on/
“free access

VIENNA, 0CT 1. Gearing up for a
return to Irag, U.N. inspectors
pressed a delegation from
Baghdad today for free access to
so-called  “sensitive  sites”
where the Iraqi President, Sad-
dam Hussein, might be con-
cealing weapons of mass
destruction.

Inspectors preparing for a
fresh assessment of Iraqg’s nu-
clear, biological and chemical
weapons capabilities said the fi-
nal day of logistical talks would
focus on government complex-
es such as the Defence Ministry,
Interior Ministry and the head-
quarters of Mr. Hussein’s elite
Republican Guard, where ac-
cess has been restricted in the
past.

“It all has to be immediate,
unconditional and unrestricted
access,” the chief U.N. weapons
inspector, Hans Blix, told re-
porters. But he added: “We’ll
see — the devil isin the details.”

Mr. Blix's spokesman, Ewan
Buchanan, told The Associated
Press that the inspectors also
were discussing a 1998 deal that
restricted access to eight so-
called presidential sites, includ-
ing Mr. Hussein’s palaces,
which have been off-limits to
surprise visits.

But he said the issue had only

“come up in passing” any not
in detail because only the {.N.
Security Council — which en-
dorsed the plan — has the au-
thority to press for the deal to be
lifted or altered. Mr. Blix said he
would report back to the Coun-
cil on later in the day.

Though the Iraqi President
last month pledged uncondi-
tional access to sites across Iraq,
Baghdad has since rejected the
notion of U.N. resolutions that
would broaden and toughen the
inspection regimen. The Iraqi
resistance has thrown into
question whether the inspec-
tors would be able to come and
go as they please. — AP

Iraq cautions Turkey

Reuters reports

In Ankara, Iraq told neigh-
bouring NATO member Turkey
today it would jeopardise its
own interests and destroy
friendship with Baghdad if it
backed U.S. strikes.

The Iraqi Deputy Prime Min-
ister, Tariq Aziz, met the Turk-
ish leaders in Ankara as part of a
bid to deny Washington sup-
port bases here for any attack
on Iraq. Hours earlier, a senior
U.S. official left the capital after
presenting her case for co-oper-
ation.

|

THE DY

H



T T IR R IR R IR

UN arms inspection team,
Iraqi officials hold talks (\‘\'

Vienna: Iraqi officials opened talks with UN
arms experts here on Monday to discuss re-
sumption of inspections as the US kept up its
threats to enforce disarmament, if necessary.

Hans Blix, chairman of the UN monitor-
ing, verification and inspection commission
(Unmovic), said the purpose of the negotia-
tions “is that if and when inspections come
about we will not have clashes inside”. Mr
Blix also said the UN team would have un-
limited access to sites. Asked if there would
be limits on where the inspectors could go,
Mr Blix said: “No, I am not aware of any such
places.” But he refused to be specific about
whether the inspectors would have access to
all sites without delay, an issue before the in-
spections broke off nearly four years ago.

The US is pressing the UN security coun-
cil to issue a tough new resolution on Iraqi
disarmament.

Resolution 1284 said that if Iraq allowed
Unmovic and the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) to resume work and coop-
erated fully with them, the crippling sanc-
tions imposed on Iraq after it invaded Kuwait
in 1991 could be suspended.

But the US administration has said Sad-

A
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WU
dam Hussein cannot be trusted.

It wants to shore up 1284— adoptdd when
predecessor Bill Clinton was in office— with
a new text spelling out what secretary of
state Colin Powell has called “the hard con-
sequences” if Iraq fails to comply.

“The purpose of the talks is that if and
when inspections come about, we will not
have clashes inside” over what the inspectors
will do, Mr Blix said. “We’d rather go through
these things outside in advance.”

TAEA spokesperson Melissa Fleming said
the success of a new weapons inspection mis-
sion would hinge on Mr Saddam’s promise of
full cooperation.

“We're certainly aware of what happened
last time,” Ms Fleming said. “But we uncov-
ered Iraq’s secret nuclear programme, and
we dismantled it. We were successful last
time. If we get unfettered access, we will be
successful again.”

“We’re looking for Iraqi cooperation here,
but these are not political talks,” she added.
“We are not going to be negotiating here.
We’re going to be laying on the table the re- .
quirements we're going to have as inspec- |
tors.” Agencies
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'UN man meets

United Nations, September 29

CHIEF UN weapons inspector
Hans Blix will meet Iraqi arms
experts in Vienna on Monday
and Tuesday to prepare for a re-
turn to Baghdad after a nearly
four-year break.

Blix has had three unsuccess-
ful sessions this year in an effort
to set up practical arrangements
for a resumption of inspections
to account for Iraq’s weapons of
mass destruction.

But this meeting is different.

As he sits down with the Iraqi
officials, the UN Security Coun-
cil considers a tough new US-
drafted resolution that threatens
military action and rewrites the
ground rules for the inspectors,
including when they can return.

Still, the Vienna talks are the
first test of Iraq’s cooperation
since Foreign Minister Naji
Sabri sent a letter to UN Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan on
September 16, saying the inspec-
tors could return without pre-
conditions.

Blix intends to make the same
requests he did at his last meet-
ing with Iraqi officials in Vienna
in July: arrangements for offices,
transport, communications, ac-
commodations, escorts, landing
sites for aircraft and offices for
the first time in Basra in the
south and Mosul in the north.

to beat of war

HT- 1%

He has also been promised by
Iraq an up-to-date list of equip-
ment and materials that have
both civilian and military uses
and how they are deployed.

Such declarations have not
been submitted since the inspec-
tors were pulled out in Decem-
ber 1998, the eve of a United
States-British bombing raid
meant to punish Baghdad for al-
legedly not cooperating with the
arms experts.

Blix, the executive chairman
of the United Nations Monitor-
ing, Verification and Inspection
Commission, known as UN-
MOVIC, had planned to send ad-
vance inspection teams to Iraq
on October 14.

But the new US draft resolu-
tion, backed by Britain, requires
Iraq to accept the demands in the
resolution seven days after it is
adopted and declare all banned
weapons and materials they may
have before inspectors can re-
turn. It also calls for a protection
force for the arms experts.

“If somebody tried to move
the team in now, we would find
ways to thwart that,” Secretary
of State Colin Powell told the
House International Relations
Committee earlier this month.

Powell said he had made this
clear to both Annan and Blix.
“They recognise there is a de-
bate taking place in the Security

“HE HINDUSTAN TR&EE

[raqis

drums

Council and they’re waiting to
see whether the Security Coun-
cil chooses to give UNMOVIC dif-
ferent or new authority,” he said.

The new draft resolution also
overrides any previous arrange-
ments, such as special consider-
ation for entering President Sad-
dam Hussein’s eight palace com-
pounds. It demands access for
the inspectors anywhere, even
mosques.

UNMOVIC is in charge of
eliminating Iraq’s biological,
chemical and ballistic missile
arms programs. The Vienna-
based International Atomic En-
ergy Commission is responsible
for nuclear arms. Its director-
general, Mohamed El Baradei,
will be at the talks with Blix.

Iraq’s team is expected to in-
clude General Amir al-Saadi,
counselor to the presidency on
scientific and technical affairs,
Hasam Mohammed Amin, head
of the Iragi National Monitoring
Directorate, the office used for li-
aison with UN inspectors, and
Saeed Hasan, a Foreign Ministry
official, who was Baghdad’s for-
mer UN ambassador.

Blix has a staff of 63 in New
York, some of whom could go to
Baghdad quickly. Two hundred
trained experts from 44 nations
are on call and could be put to
work within weeks.

Reuters

~
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Pervez secures UN sni

K.P.NAYAR

New York, Sept. 27: Pakistan
today opened a new, volatile
front in its fight against India
when it was elected for a two-
year term to the UN Security
Council.

The election poses a major
diplomatic challenge to Delhi
and will keep South Block on its
toes during the next two years as
Islamabad uses its leverage on
UN’s top table to target India on
* Kashmir, human rights, reli-
gious violence and a host of
other issues.

Pakistan’s election as one of
the 10 non-permanent members
of the council is not a surprise:
Islamabad has been diligently
working towards this goal for at
least three years. What is a sur-
prise is the unanimous choice of

(\ /\
Islamabad by the Asian group
in the UN General Assembly as
its candidate for the Asian seat
in the council.

This seat is currently held by
Singapore, which will make way
for Pakistan on January 1,-2003,
following the unchallenged en-
dorsement of Pakistan by Asian
countries and the formality of
an election today.

Other non-permanent mem-
bers elected today are Spain,
Germany, Chile and Angola.
Five other non-permanent mem-
bers who will complete their
two-year term at the end of next
year are: Syria, Mexico, Bulgar-
ia, Cameroon and Guinea.

Pakistan’s membership of
the UN’s “Cabinet” will bring it
closer to the US even as the Bush
administration is seeking new
allies in the world body in its ef:

forts to bend the UN to its will on
Irag and a host of other issues.

In anticipation of Pakistan’s
election, its minister of state for
foreign affairs, Inam-ul-Hagq,
this week met top US officials in
Washington to preface Islam-
abad’s role as an incoming mem-
ber of the council.

Pakistan’s embassy in Wash-
ington acknowledged that Haq
had discussed today’s election in
his meetings with secretary of
state Colin Powell and his
deputy, Richard Armitage.

Keeping the council member-
ship in mind, General Pervez
Musharraf recently beefed up

his  country’s permanent
mission to the UN, replacing
former foreign secretary

Shamshad Ahmed with Munir
Akram, a veteran Pakistani
diplomat who has dedicated

18 360 02,
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much of his career t gle work.

In a prelude to whit India can
expect with Pakistan’s election
to the Security Council, one of
Akram’sfirst initiatives after his
posting to New York in May was
to get council members to meet
informally to discuss Kashmir.

He used an NGQ'’s platform
for this purpose and secured the
support of some bleeding hearts
in the UN system and that of
willing council members such as
Mexico. The meeting, however,
was reduced to a non-starter
after India persuaded Russia and
Mauritius to issue a boycott
threat. ‘

But with its leverage flowing
from the council membership,
Pakistan will now come upfront
with such tactics against Delhi,
instead of having to rely on prox-
ies like Mexico.
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HE INTERNATIONAL com-

munity faces a dilemma on

Iraq. Is it better to give the

United States a United Na-
tions-authorised mandate to do what
it is determined to do on its own if
necessary? Or, should the U.N. refuse
to provide legitimacy to the Amer-
icans, leaving them to act on their
own, unilaterally? The U.S. Govern-
ment itself does not seem to be too
worried at what the Security Council
might decide. Indeed, from its per-
spective, the U.S. Government is giv-
ing an opportunity to the U.N. to
redeem itself on the Iraq issue. As the
U.S. President, George W. Bush, put
it, the Organisation has to decide
whether it wants to remain the U.N.
or whether it wishes to become the
League of Nations. If the U.N. fails to
grab the opportunity provided in so
timely a fashion by the U.S,, it will
have only itself to blame.

If recent history is any guide, the
U.N. is likely to act on the first op-
tion. The Security Council, in all
probability, will adopt a resolution
along the lines dictated by the U.S.
The Americans will surely accept

S/one/ amendments, which will en-
able other members Russia,
France, and even some non-perma-
nent members — to claim that they
succeeded in diluting the resolution,
but the substance will not be affect-
ed. In July this year, there was an arti-
ficial, mini-crisis in the Security
Council over the jurisdiction of the
International Criminal Court over
American peacekeeping personnel.
The crisis was artificial because ev-
eryone knew or ought to have known
which way it would end, namely in
favour of the U.S. It was a mini-crisis
because there was really no threat to
international peace and security. In-
deed, several members questioned
the legality of the entire proceedings
under Chapter VIL The U.S. is firmly
opposed to the ICC since it fears its
personnel might some day be unfair-
Iy indicted for war crimes. Given the
widespread disaffection with Amer-
ican attitudes, the U.S. apprehension
is understandable.

The ICC statute came into effect

e,
o
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By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

The Security Council, in all probabilitj', will adopt
a resolution along the lines dictated by the U.S.

on July 1. The Americans seized the
first available opportunity to assert
their independence of the ICC when
the mandate of the international po-
lice force in Bosnia came up for re-
newal. The U.S. demanded a blanket
and perpetual exemption for its per-
sonnel from the jurisdiction of the
ICC in all peacekeeping operations,
not just in Bosnia. Should the Coun-
cil fail to concede the American de-
mand, the U.S. would simply veto
any and all resolutions seeking to ex-
tend or establish any peacekeeping
operations. Negotiations went on for
afew weeks. The Council was obliged
to extend the mandate for the Bos-
nian operation by some days to keep
it going. Eventually, a compromise
resolution was tabled, proposing ex-
emption for American personnel
from ICC jurisdiction for one year, to
coincide with the renewed mandate
period of the operation in Bosnia.
The draft also made it explicit that
the Council would seek similar ex-
emption next year. The U.S. achieved
its objective, but they played the
multilateral game smartly enough to
permit others to claim they had man-
aged to preserve the ICC’s integrity.
Thereafter, the U.S. played the bilat-
eral game and persuaded a few coun-
tries — Romania and Israel for
example — to conclude bilateral
agreements undertaking never to
surrender American personnel to the
ICC. Several other countries are ex-
pected to conclude similar agree-
ments in the weeks ahead.

In the case of Iraq, there are two
issues — disarmament and regime
change. Nearly all the U.N. members
support the U.S. on the first issue,
viz; that Baghdad must permit UN-
SCOM inspectors to return with the
requisite freedom to have access to
all the sites so as to make sure Iraq
does not and will not have the capa-
bility to make weapons of mass
destruction.

There is, as yet, no consensus that

Gl HINDU
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Iraq already possesses such weapons
or that it is only a year away from
acquiring nuclear weapons as
claimed by the U.S. On the whole,
however, other members of the
Council will not raise too many diffi-
culties for the U.S. on the disarma-
ment issue. Iraq, for its part, has
made it easier for its friends by agree-
ing to the unconditional return of the
inspectors.

The question for immediate con-
sideration is whether a fresh resolu-
tion is required before the inspectors
resume their mission. Russia, in par-
ticular, has taken the position that
the existing resolutions contain all
the mandate that the inspectors
need. The U.S. is determined that a
new resolution be adopted laying
down stringent deadlines for Iraq to
comply with all the disarmament
obligations, failing which the ‘coali-
tion’ led by the U.S. will be free to use
all necessary or appropriate means
to bring about Iraq’s disarmament.

There is hardly any room for doubt-

ing that a formula will be evolved
which will satisfy the core of the
American position. This will set the
stage for the second phase of an at-
tack on Iraq and the regime change
that the Americans expect to bring
about as a result of the attack.

It is relatively less difficult for the
Security Council to accommodate
the U.S. demands on the disarma-
ment aspect because, all said and
done, Iraq did agree to all the harsh
resolutions adopted since its unac-
ceptable attempt to swallow Kuwait
in 1990.

Baghdad was punished in accord-
ance with existing international law
as defined in Chapter VII of the U.N.
Charter. Furthermore, in the post-
Cold War era, permanent members
usually try hard to meet one anoth-
er’s concerns except when the indi-
vidual member’s interests are vitally
involved. But, to agree to or ac-
quiesce in a scheme to get rid of the

The U.N. and Iraq

head of state of a member-state is a
different proposition altogether.

Iraq could frustrate the American
game plan by agreeing to all U.N. de-
mands pertaining to its existing or
potential WMD programmes. If UN-
SCOM were given total freedom to
check and destroy any and every
plant with WMD potential, the U.S.
would not have any ground to attack
Iraq.

Even a superpower needs some le-
gal cover, however flimsy, to launch
an invasion against a member-state
of the U.N. The Americans will make
it a humiliating experience for Iraq.
In the final analysis, it would depend
upon the Iraqi President, Saddam
Hussein’s assessment of his chances
of surviving an invasion of his coun-
try. By the same token, it is not cer-
tain a regime change will necessarily
happen following an invasion.

The situation is fraught with dan-
gerous implications extending far be-
yond the region, not confined to
energy supplies. Will the world wit-
ness the first authorised or unilateral
use of force to topy.e a head of state?
What will be the impact on the Pal-
estinian-Israeli conflict? How will
Jordan cope with it? Will its king sup-
port the operation, which his people
will undoubtedly be strongly against?
How will the so-called international
coalition against terrorism be
affected?

Fortunately for India, we are not a
principal player in this unfolding
drama, although we will be affected
by it. It has been easy enough for us
to take the position of calling for lift-
ing of the sanctions once Iraq com-
plied with U.N. resolutions relating
to WMD.

If and when Iraq is attacked, we
will be faced with difficult choices.
Let us hope we will not be asked for
over-flight facilities. Will the Amer-
icans use the base facilities they al-
ready enjoy in Pakistan? That will
have repercussions internally for Pa-
kistan as well as for our own war
against cross-border terrorism. We
will have to take decisions based on
hard calculation of our national in-
terest.
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U.N. / U.S. ABSTAINS FROM VOTE y0-A

End siege,

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 24. After a
marathon session that went
past midnight, the United Na-
tions Security Council has de-
manded that Israel end its siege
of the compound of the Palesti-
nian leader,Yasser Arafat, in Ra-
mallah.

- The United States which nor-
mally exercises its veto power to
reject any anti-Israeli resolu-
tions at the world body ab-
stained. Washington had earlier
insisted that the Council should
specifically condemn Hamas
and the Islamic Jihad for terror-
ist attacks against the Jewish
state.

The Council appeared dead-
locked on conflicting resolu-
tions put forth by Syria and the
United States, vthe former con-
centrating on Israeli acts and
iggression against the Palesti-
ians and the latter insisting
hat the United Nations treat
he Hamas and the Islamic Ji-
1ad as terror outfits under a Se-
curity Council Resolution
passed in the aftermath of the
attacks of September 11,2001.

The Security Council finally
accepted a compromise solu-
tion put forth by Europe that
not only criticised Israel for its
siege of Mr. Arafat’s compound
but also called on the Palesti-
nian Authority to bring to jus-
tice those responsible for
terrorist acts.

The Security Council formal
deliberations on what was tak-

Isra

The Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, seated at his
desk in his besieged office in
Ramaliah on Tuesday. — AP

ing place among the Israelis and
the Palestinians did not detract
the behind the scenes negotia-
tions on a new resolution on
Iraq. But it did complicate mat-
ters as Arab nations again took
the opportunity to criticise the
United States for its double
standards — letting Israel off
the hook for not following Secu-
rity Council Resolutions but
wanting to throw the book at
Iraq.

The Council is expected to
start its deliberations on Iraq
later in the day with senior dip-
lomats here of the view that
there is still a wide gap between
the perceptions of the issue by
the United States and others
notably, Russia, France and

el toldﬂ“

China. The Republican admin-
istration is bringing tremen-
dous pressure on the Council
members for a tough new reso-
lution on Iraq that has a clear
time frame.

Washington is particularly
working on France and Russia.
The French would like to see a
two-part resolution, first on the
modalities of the return of the
weapons inspectors and weap-
ons inspections. If this were to
fail, France then wants to take
up the subject of consequences.
Russia apparently wants no new
resolution but lean on Iraq to
abide by existing U.N. resolu-
tions, a stance that is unaccept-
able to the United States.

Nine killed

GAZA CITY (GAZA STRIP). SEPT. 24.
Israeli troops backed by dozens
of tanks raided Gaza City early
Tuesday to destroy several
weapons workshops, killing
nine Palestinians in gun battles
in two neighbourhoods of the
Palestinians’ largest city.

On Tuesday, land phone lines
to Mr. Arafat’s compounds ap-
peared to be out of order,
meaning Mr. Arafat’s only link
to the outside world were a few
mobile phones. The embattled
Mr. Arafat said in a statement
on Tuesday that he welcomed
the U.N. resolution, and urged
the world to pressure Israel to
implement it. — AP
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UNITED NATIONS, SEPT 20. As U.N.
weapons inspectors disclosed
plans to go to Iraq next month,
the President, Saddam Hussein,
appealed to the United Nations
to stop the Bush administration
from attacking his country.

In aletter read by his Foreign
Minister to the 190-member
U.N. General Assembly yester-
day, Mr. Hussein attempted to
counter U.S. war plans and de-
nied he had any banned weap-
ons.

“I hereby declare before you
that Iraq is clear of all nuclear,
chemical and biological weap-
ons,” he said in the message
read by Naji Sabri only days af-
ter Baghdad agreed to readmit
the arms inspectors without
conditions.

He accused the United States
of wanting to destroy Iraq in or-
der to control the oil-based
economy of West Asia and hint-
ed at limits to where the inspec-
tors could go, saying Iraq’s
rights, sovereignty and security
had to be respected.

“We have accepted the return
of inspection teams to Iraq, tak-
ing into consideration the ar-
rangements that should
safeguard these principles,” he
said.

The statement immediately
raised questions about a 1998
agreement on Mr. Hussein’s
palace compounds that includ-
ed diplomats accompanying the
inspectors.

The pact was endorsed by the

HE RiINDL
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U.N.

U.N. Security Counm}\ut may
be changed. ’

The chief U.N. weapons in-
spector, Hans Blix, acknowl-
edged that the agreement on
the palaces was still valid unless
the Council decided otherwise.

But he told reporters after |
briefing the council that inter-
pretations of Saddam’s state-
ment differed. “I think that we
will have our view on what it
means and we will see to it that
we are in line with what the Se-
curity Council says.”

The inspectors went to Iraq
after the 1991 Gulf War that
drove Baghdad’s troops from
Kuwait. They were withdrawn
in December 1998, before a
S-British bombing blitz de-
signed to punish Iraq for its al-
leged failure to cooperate with
them.

Team composition

The United Nations weapons
inspection team is to comprise
17 nationalities, the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(TAEA) said today, AFP reports
from Vienna.

“Seventeen nationalities will
be represented, including one
Egyptian and two Austrians who
are of Arab origin and speak Ar-
abic,” said Melissa Fleming,
spokeswoman for the U.N.’s
Vienna-based nuclear agency.

Iraq on Monday agreed to
readmit U.N. arms inspectors,
four years after they pulled out
of the country. — Reuters Y
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Disgusted,

abandons |
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UNITED NATIONS, SEPTEMBER 2

ITISone thing B
to be the middle-
man. It’s another
to be caught in the
middle. After
working for more
than a year to get
Iraq to agree to a
resumption of UN
weapons inspections —-and being crit-
icised for the results by the White
House — secretary-general Kofi An-
nan has decided it is time to bow out of
negotiations over the issue and leave
the next steps to Baghdad, Washington
and the UN Security Council, his
spokesman said.

It’s at this pivotal moment that
could make the difference between
peace and war that Annan is steppmg
back into the shadows. -

Annan declinéd to be interviewed.
It was not immediately clear what im-
pact Annan’s decision might have,
though he hasbeen insttumental in the
pastin mediating between the Hussein
regime and the Security Council.
Some diplomats say his attempits in the
pastweek to forestall an attack on Iraq
went beyond the call of diplomatic
duty.

On Monday, when the Iraqi For-

NP * ny
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vnnan

N

destroy lmq: arms’

BWASHINGTON: Americanair ©
power along Cannotwipe outhrags
secretive and deeply buried arms
programmes and any US aftack to do
50 would require ground troops, De-
fence Secretary ﬁumsfeld toldthe
Congress on Thursday. c
Rumsfeld and the nation’s fop m:hn .
tary officer, Air Force Gen. Richard j
Myers, alsotoldthe the Senate .

' Armed Services Committes they.
could not guarantee that Iraq weuid :
not use chemical or biological
weapons ‘against those troops.

— Reuters

eign Minister Naji Sabri sent aletter to

.Annan announcing that Iraq would al-

low UN weapons inspectors in, the
media received copies before the
White House. This stirred intense US
dissatisfaction.

Officials in the State Department
said that though the letter was ad-
dressed to Annan, he should have
given Washington more time to con-
sider the matter before releasing it to
the media.

This made it seem like the issue of
weapons inspections was resolved. An-
nan should not have worked so closely
with Irag, they said. —LATWP
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US Russia clash oyer

Iraqi resolutlon in

United Nations: Divided by
Baghdad’s sudden accept-
ance of weapons inspectors,
the US and Russia clashed
openly over the need for a
new UN resolution against
Saddam Hussein’s country,
even as the chief arms in-
spector of the world body
and Iraqi officials agreed to
meet in Vienna in 10 days to
finalise arrangements for re-
suming weapons checks.

“We cannot just take one-
and-a-quarter page letter (by
Iraq agreeing to re-admit
arms inspectors uncondi-
tionally) as the end of this
matter. We have seen this
game before,” US secretary of
state Colin Powell said on
Tuesday. Mr Powell also
stressed the need for a tough
new resolution by the UN se-
curity council.

The US says the new reso-
lution should lay down the
Iraqgi obligations and conse-
quences of non-compliance.
Apparently, it wants authori-

80-year-old Dr Mercy Heatley
arrives at Witney Magistrates
in Oxfordshire on Tuesday.
She has been summoned for
refusing to pay tax in protest
against bombing of Iraq.

ty to act without again com-
ing to the security council if
Iraq is perceived as not com-
plying with the demands of
inspectors.

But Russian foreign min-
ister Igor Ivanov, who was
also present, said he saw no
need for such a measure if
the inspectors are able to re-
turn early. “From our view,
we don’t see the need for
any special resolution. All
of the necessary resolutions

rHE TIMES OF N

are there,” Mr Ivanov
said.All necessary proce-
dures are in place as they
were agreed on during the
preliminary inspections in
1990s, he added.

“Whether we can trust
this (Iraqi) letter or not, I
think that only facts alone
can corroborate this,” Mr
Ivanov said and emphasised
on the need for the speedy re-
turn of inspectors who have
been barred since December,
1998.

At the press conference,
secretary-general Kofi An-
nan appealed to the two lead-
ers to be united on Iraq. This
is “the beginning, not an
end,” he said. en -
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1raq agrees to-

re admlt UN

armhs inspectors

United Natlons In a spec-
tacular turn-
around, Iraq
on Tuesday
agreed to re-
admit UN
arms inspec-
tors uncondi-
tionally to
“remove any
doubts” that it
“possesses weapons of mass
destruction”, but an unim-
pressed Washington termed
it as a “tactical” move to give
“false hope” to the world
community.

Iraq fears that the US
could still attack despite
Baghdad’s decision to allow
in weapons inspectors,
deputy prime minister Tariq
Aziz said, adding the
inspections should be com-
pleted “within a reasonable
time.”

“I confirm that I have
received a letter from the
Iragi authorities conveying
their decision to allow the re-
turn of the inspectors with-
out conditions,” UN secre-
tary general Kofi Annan
said.

The letter containing the
Iraqi offer was handed over
to Mr Annan by its foreign
minister Naji Sabri who was
iccompanied by Arab
League secretary general
Amr Moussa.

The decision to allow in-
spectors back is based on
rag’s “desire to complete the
mplementation of the rele-
vant security council resolu-
iions and to remove any
doubts that Iraq still possess-
as weapons of mass destruc-
tion,” Mr Sabri said in the
letter.

The first indications at the
UN were that the US would
continue to press for a new
tough security council reso-
lution demanding that Iraq
cooperate fully with the in-

Tariq Aziz

spectors and comply without
reservation with all 16 reso-
lutions adopted by it over the
years. .

In Washington, White
House spokesman Scot Mc-
Clellan said; “This is a tacti-
cal step by Iraq in hopes of
avoiding strong UN security
council action. Assuch, itisa
tactic that will fail.”

Mr Annan credited US
President George W Bush’s
speech to the UN general as-
sembly last week for the de-
velopment, saying it ‘“gal-
vanised the international
community”’.

Diplomats also said the
tough speech by Mr Bush and
near total demand that Iraq
comply with the resolutions
apparently played a major
role in Baghdad changing its
stand from one of defiance to
that of cooperation with the
world body.

Mr Annan sent the letter
to all 15 members of the se-
curity council but it was not
immediately clear when it
would take up the letter.
Diplomats said that new res-
olution is likely to be adopted
despite Iraqi offer.

Washington would like to
set a deadline, but so far it is
finding opposition on that
count, diplomats said.

Mr Annan also informed
chief weapons inspector
Hans Blix about the offer.
The inspectors could go in
Iraq within days but it would
be months before they start
operating effectlvely on the
ground.

In Iraq’s first public com-
ments since agreeing to al-
low return of inspectors, Mr
Aziz said his government
had long questioned whether
US and British accusations
that Iraq was stockpiling
weapons of mass destruction

were “a genuine concern gga
pretext”. Agencies

THE TIMES OF INDis

18 SEP 2R



“Indian, Russian,
Ministers plan
e

NEW YORK, SEPT. 156. The Indian, Russian and Chi-
nese Foreign Ministers, who met informally over
lunch on Saturday, have agreed to hold “official
meetings” in the future, the Russian Foreign
Minister, Igor Ivanov, told presspersons. Mr. Iva-
nov, in brief comments after the first-ever trilat-
eral meeting with Mr. Yashwant Sinha and Mr.
Tang Jiaxuan, said Saturday’s meeting did not
have any fixed agenda, but matters relating to the
agenda of the United Nations General Assembly
came up for discussion.

“We have common positions on principal mat-
ters,” the Russian Minister said, adding that they
discussed the “‘formation of a world order based
on the superiority of the United Nations Charter
and international law”’. They discussed “‘current
international problems given the coordinating
role of the U.N.”.

When asked about the periodicity of the meet-
ings, Mr. Ivanov simply said that the three coun-

N
By Amit Baruah )(\Q \

tries:had: agreed to hold official meetings in the ::

future. Asked whether this would be annual or
biannual, he responded: “depends on the occa-

Chinese Foreign
‘official meets’

a\sion.” According to sources, however, the three

Ministers would be meeting next year on the
sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly session.
Also, other interactions at different official levels
were being planned.

But, it was evident that the three countries
were not keen on giving a ‘“formal shape” to this
trilateral meeting lest it be misunderstood by the
international community.

The sources said that the issue of counter-ter-
rorism as well as Iraq came up for discussion. For
its part, the Indian side gave an account of what
was being done by Pakistan in the form of cross-
border terrorism.

The significance of this meeting is not in
doubt. And the decision to give an official shape
to these meetings in the future is equally signif-
icant. After the meeting, the External Affairs Min-
ister, Yashwant Sinha, did not take questions
from reporters, leaving it to Mr. Ivanov to deal
with the press. As one official put it on Saturday,
the trilateral meeting was a “‘work in progress”.
Both the work and the progress at future official
meetings between the three countries will be
closely watched.
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“Stand up ﬂg

Camp David (Maryland): President \
George W. Bush has urged the United
Nations “to show some backbone” on
Iraq and made clear he was prepared to
confront Iragi President Saddam Hus-
sein with or without world support.

“Saddam Hussein has defied the Unit-
ed Nations 16 times. Not once, not twice,
16 times he has defied the UN,” said Mr
Bush on Saturday, who this week chal-
lenged the world body to enforce its res-
olutions on Iragi disarmament.
“Enough is enough.”

With Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi, one of Washington’s most
loyal allies in continental Europe,
standing beside him at the Camp David
presidential retreat, Mr Bush said the
United Nations deserved “another
chance to prove its relevance.”

“This is the chance for the United Na-
tions to show some backbone and re-
solve as we-confront the true challenges
of the 21st century,” Mr Bush said. But,
he added: “Make no mistake about it, if
we (the United States) have to deal with

,]\,;', Bush

he problem, we’ll
deal with it.”

Mr Berlusconi
agreed on the need
for decisive action
from the UN, saying it
could not continue
“to see its image un-
dermined and its res-
olutions flaunted”.

At a news confer-
ence after the Camp
David meeting, Mr Berlusconi said un-
specified action would be taken against
Baghdad as early as January or Febru-
ary, if Mr Saddam continued to bar
weapons inspectors.

But he did not spell out what form
such action might take and he declined
to answer questions about the sub-
stance of his talks with Mr Bush.

Despite US threats of an attack, Iraq’s
foreign minister Tariq Aziz made clear
on Saturday that Baghdad would not al-
low UN weapons inspectors to return
without other issues, such as sanctions,

George Bush

v - .
being resolved at the same time.

The UN inspectors, responsible for
accounting for Irag’s nuclear, chemical,
biological and ballistic weapon pro-
grammes, were pulled out of Iraq in
1998 on the eve of a US-British bombing
raid and have not been allowed to re-
turn since. .

The United States is pressing securi-
ty council members to agree quickly on
a new resolution demanding that Iraq
comply with UN disarmament de-
mands, although Mr Bush said on Fri-
day he was “highly doubtful” that Sad-
dam would yield.

“The UN will either be able to func-
tion as a peacekeeping body as we head
into the 21st century, or it will be irrele-
vant,” Mr Bush said. “That’s what we're
about to find out.”

Meanwhile, in a significant event, for-
eign ministers of India, Russia and Chi-
na had a meeting in New York to work
on steps to defuse the Iraqi crisis
sparked by Mr Bush’s threat to take ac-
tion to disarm Baghdad. agencies




‘Bush wants UN
‘ actlon on Iraq
\Wlthln days

AG CE FRANCE PRESSE

UNHQ, Sept. 14. — Mr W
George Bush has urged the
United Nations to fix a dead-
line for action against Iraq in ' 14.
“days and weeks” even as ¢

Baghdad pursues more talks 't
with the world body to try
and avert war. Former .

pons ins

British minister Mr Chris
Smith has warned, in
remarks to be broadcast
tomorrow, that a strike on
Iraq could topple the interna-
tional coalition on terrorism.
“We must have deadlines
.. and we're talking days
and weeks, not months and
years,” Mr
reporters late yesterday.

& British foreign secretary
' Mr Jack Straw said the .
permanent members of the !

Security Council had

ternational observers
but insists that they

should not angage in

“espionage activities as

in the past”. He was re-.

cacting to Mr George Bu— .
UN

sh's UN speech.
In New York, Secunty-.
Com_:,_memz%ers have-v

Bush told re

UN wéapozzs in-
apecto with a demand
for the inspectors to re-.

turn. — SNS & AP

agreed there must be a

j time-limit, though none has been set. Iraq and the UN
are set to hold talks on the disarmament process “in
three or four days”, Mr Amr Musa, Arab League gen-
eral secretary, said today.
A four-member US delegation, headed by Mr Nick
Rahall, Democrat Congressman from West Virginia,
reached Iraq today. It will push for peace but also seek

the return of UN weapons inspectors there.
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Bush issues challengg to

UNonlraq

Pervez Musharraf and George W. Bush address the 57th session of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York. (Reuters)

United Nations, Sept. 12
(Reuters): President George W.
Bush today issued a ringing
challenge to the UN on Iraq, say-
ing if the world body did not
force President Saddam Hussein
to disarm and stop backing ter-
rorism then “action will be un-
avoidable.”

But UN secretary-general
Kofi Annan, speaking minutes
before Bush, said only the UN
could authorise military force in
cases that go beyond straightfor-
ward seif-defence and that multi-
lateral action was essential.

“The Security Council reso-
lutions will be enforced — the
just demands of peace and secu-
rity will be met — or action will
be unavoidable,” Bush declared.
“And a regime that has lost its le-
gitimacy will also lose its
power.”

But foreign states welcomed
Bush’s commitment to pursue
diplomatic pressure at this
stage, including backing a new
UN resolution. US allies and
other world leaders, as well as
many members of the US Con-
gress, have counseled this

course. Bush issued a fierce in-
dictment of Saddam, saying he
posed a “grave and gathering
danger” after engaging in a
“decade of defiance” of post-
Gulf War UN demands by devel-
oping weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

Iragi Ambassador Mo-
hammed Aldouri, who was in
the UN General Assembly hall
when Bush spoke, said the US
had repeatedly failed to find any
evidence that Iraq was involved
in terrorism.

Instead Bush delivered the
“longest series of fabrications
that has ever been told by a
leader of a nation,” Aldouri told
reporters. “I only can say that
President Bush’s speech had no
credibility at all.”

Bush’s speech coincided with
an increased beat of US war
drums, including the disclosure
that a major part of the US mili-
tary command overseeing opera-
tions in West Asia would, at least
temporarily, be moved from the
US to the Gulf.

The US is demanding a re-
turn of unrestricted UN inspec-

tions of Irag's suspected
weapons programmes, which
Saddam agreed to after his de-
feat in the 1991 Gulf War but
which were abandoned in 1998
after hindrance by Iraq.

While he joined Bush in de-
manding Iraq comply with all
resolutions, Annan questioned
Bush’s right to go to war.

Any state, if attacked, re-
tained the right of self-defense,
he said.

“But beyond that, when
States decide to use force, to deal
with broader threats to interna-
tional peace and security there is
no substitute for the unigue le-
gitimacy provided by the UN,”
he added.

Insisting that Iraq’s refusal to
abide by previous resolutions
threatened the authority of the
UN, Bush said the US would
work with other members of the
UN Security Council on a new
resolution.

“What was positive in’ his
speech is that future action is
rooted in the United Nations,”
Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell
Magne Bondevik said.

aCtIOH o

Musharraf
lists three
steps

K.P.NAYAR

New York, Sept. 12: Evenas UN
secretary general Kofi Annan
identified the situation in South
Asia as one of the four current
threats to world peace, Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf
warned the UN General Assem-
bly that peace in the region is
“hostage” to one accident or
“strategic miscalculation” by
India.

Opening the UN General As-
sembly, Annan said the world
had recently come closer than
for many years to a direct con-
flict between two nuclear
weapons capable countries.
“The situation may now have
calmed a little, but it remains
perilous. The underlying causes
must be addressed”, Annan said
without naming India, Pakistan
or Kashmir.

He also warned that “if a
fresh crisis erupts, the interna-
tional community might have a
role to play”.

Musharraf said in his speech
to the General Assembly that
“crisis management cannot af-
ford to become a substitute for
conflict resolution”.

He listed three steps for ad-
vancing peace between the two
neighbours: mutual withdrawal
of forward forces deployed by
both India and Pakistan, a cease-
fire along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Kashmir and an end to
Indian “state terrorism” against
Kashmiris.

“Simultaneously, a dialogue
must be resumed between India
and Pakistan...The Kashmiris
should be fully associated with
the dialogue on Kashmir and
should be allowed to travel freely
to Pakistan and Azad Kashmir.”

The general, who devoted a
quarter of his speech tq India,
severely attacked the BJF, nam-
ing the party for massacrmg
Muslims jn Gu.]arat and target-
ing Christians and Sikhs. “There
must be accountability for this
massacre,” he said.
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f'{JéN. includes Chinese group in ﬂtg[[_c-)__r_"l/ist

\(& - By P. S. Suryanarayana\\»y) C\

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 12. Fast Asian countries on
the Pacific Rim remained on a security alert
today despite yesterday’s violence-free ob-

servance of the first anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. An intervention by the
United Nations in this context raised the
anti-terror awareness in the entire region to
a new high.

The “Eastern Turkistan Islamic Move-
ment” (ETIM), a separatist group active in
China’s Xinjiang province, has been identi-
fied as a terrorist outfit by a U.N. Security
Council committee that monitors sanctions
against Al-Qaeda and Taliban operatives.

Announcing the move, the U.N. said the
action was a sequel to China’s own submis-
sion in this regard. The ETIM has now been

added to a long list of entities and persons
linked to the Al-Qaeda and the Taliban. The
list itself was first drawn up in the context of
the measures that the Security Council took
in response to the indictment of Osama bin
Laden for the terrorist bombings of the U.S.
Embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam in
1998.

The ETIM’s inclusion in this terror list, in
the context of the ongoing U.S.-led global
campaign against terrorism, follows Amer-
ica’s endorsement of China’s views about
the outfit — first, during a top American
official’s visit to Beijing recently and now at
the world body’s headquarters.

The latest U.N. move, which reflects a
certain China-U.S. understanding to be ac-
commodative of each other's anti-terror
concerns, has added a new dimension to
the battle against terrorism in this region.

While the U.S. Embassies and consulates
in a few South-East Asian locations re-
mained closed today as well in the context
of the September 11 anniversary, Washing-
ton made a somewhat conciliatory gesture
towards Indonesia which had yesterday
asked the American authorities for a clar-
ification about the indefinite closure of
their missions in Jakarta and Surabaya.

Put on record now is the U.S. apprecia-
tion of the steps taken by Indonesia, the
world’s most populous Muslim nation, in
the global campaign against terrorism.

Unrelated to terrorism is another China-
friendly gesture that the U.N. has made at
this time. The U.N. General Assembly’s
general committee has rejected a proposal
for Taiwan's representation at this year’s
session in New York. China today wel-
comed this political development.
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"190th member of U.N. -}

UNITED NATIONS: After remaining neuiral for 57 years, | W
Switzerland has become the 190th member of the Unite
Nations with the General Assembly approving its admissfon
with acclamation at its opening session. Switzerland sought
admission after a popular vote approved its joining the

world body in March last, thus ending the isolation it had
maintained for years. “The U.N. is needed now more than
ever,” said the Swiss President Kaspar Villiger, citing the
need to take a global approach as the world confronts
terrorism. “‘Independence and joint action are not
incompatible and is precisely this diversity coupled with 1
respect for the independence of each state that is one of the '
U.N.s strengths,” he said. — PT]

z event,
Regains has
sensation regained
NEW YORK: Christopher Reeve ability to
(in the picture), the move his
‘Superman’ actor who was right
paralysed seven years ago, wrist, the
has regained some fingers of
movement and sensation in his left

his arms and legs, a p
spokeswoman for the actor his feet,” the spokeswoman

said, and his doctor holds said. “He can now feel a pin
out hope he may one day prick on his body and can
walk again. Mr. Reeve, whose move some of his joints

| spinai cord was severely voluntarily. He can also
damaged when he fell off a  move other joints against
horse during an equestrian resistance.” — Reuters
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UN tells Iraq to fulfil

word on war missing

United Nations: The UN has
once again appealed to Iraq
to fulfil its obligations and
‘restore its credibility’ by ac-
counting for more than 600
Kuwaitis and nationals of

other countries missing
since Baghdad attacked
Kuwait in 1991.

“Despite the encouraging
agreements at the Arab
summit in Beirut in March,
Iraq’s words on the fate
of the missing persons
are yet to be matched by tan-
gible deeds,” UN secretary-
general Kofi Annan said
in a report issued on Tues-
day.

Full accounting and repa-
triation of foreigners is one
of the requirements, along
with elimination of weapons
of mass destruction, set by
the council to consider lifting
of sanctions impos:d against
Iraq in the wake f the at-
tack.

“The Iraqi refusd to coop-
erate with a conmission

dealing with
repatriation
or return of
all Ruwaiti
and third-
country na-
tiorals: or
their remains
cominues to
thwart any
progress on the issue,” Mr
Annan said.

Mr Annan, who had dis-
cussed the issue with Iraqi
foreign minister Naji Sabri,
said Mr Sabri had told him
that the issue would be di-
rectly taken up with Kuwait,
with the assistance of the In-
ternational Committee of
Red Cross (ICRC).

“There stil' is a window of
opportunity to address hu-
manitarian ssues, such as
that of missng persons, in
good faith,” te told Baghdad,
adding “Iragshould use this
opportunity to restore its
credibility aa the outstand-
ing humanitirian issues.” en

Kofi Annan

US will suffer
defeat: Iraq

Washington: Denying
the possession of
weapons of mass de-
struction, Iraq has
warned the US that it will
suffer a defeat if the
country is attacked.

Deputy prime minister
Tariq Aziz warned Presi-
dent George W Bush that
if Iraq was attacked, the
US would be defeated as
the war would be fought
in Iraq’s heartland.

Iraq was defeated dur-
ing the Gulf war because
it was in Kuwait. *“This
time the fight will be in
Iraq’s heartland. This
time Iraq will be defend-
ing its integrity and na-
tional interests against
an aggressor,” Mr Aziz
said. em
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Iraq on its ‘terms _~

LONDON, Aug 18. - The UN is
ready to send inspectors back in-
to Iraq to check for weapons of
mass destruction, but only on its
terms, chief UN weapons inspec-
tor, Mr Hans Blix, said today.
“We are very eager to start in-
spections,” said Mr Blix in an in-
terview with BBC television, af-

ter President Saddam Hussein’s -

government this week sent new
proposals to UN secretary-gen-
eral Mr Kofi Annan. ,

“However, you have to read
the small print of any invita-
tion,” he said.

“It seems this was by no
means a decision by the Iragis to
invite inspectors, but rather to
suggest discussions on what is-
sues were open in 1998” when
UN arms inspectors were last in
the country, he said.

“We have not been directed
by the UN Security Council to
do that.” Mr Blix spoke from
New York after Iraqi foreign
minister Mr Naji Sabri replied to
a request from Mr Annan asking
Baghdad to confirm its readiness
to abide by all UN Security
Council resolutions.

UN officials shid/Mr Ann

/ s

was unlikely to respond to Mr
Sabri’s 10- to 12-page. letter ~
which suggests “technical discus-

sions ... to establish the ground-
work for the nekt phase of mon-
itoring and ingpection” — before
mid-week.

J g,

UN ready to go%ck to

ix

Mr Blix, a Swedish diplomat
who heads the UN Monitoring,
Verification and Control Com-
mission, said: “They want talks
first, and in light of the talks
maybe decide whether they will
invite inspectors.” .



‘U.N. demands Israeli
v, withdrawal

. UNITED NATIONS, AUG. 6. The U.N. General Assembly adopted a reso-
lution derpanding that the Israeli armed forces withdraw immedi-
ately to the positions they occupied when the current intifada
began in September 2000.

The resolution, adopted by 114 votes to four with eleven absten-
tions yesterday, also calls for “the immediate cessation of military
incursions and all acts of violence, terror, provocation, incitement
and destruction.” The United States was among the four countries
that voted against the resolution, which “strongly deplores the lack
of Israeli co-operation” in implementing previous U.N. resolutions
on the matter.

The resolution also emphasised the urgency of ensuring that
medical and humanitarian organisations get unhindered access to
Palestinian civilians at all times, and calls for assistance in rebuild-
ing and revitalising the Palestinian economy. Despite its strong
wording, the resolution represents a substantially watered down
version of the original proposed by the Arab group, which the
European Union had said it was unable to support.

A draft resolution to condemn the Jewish state for the “atroc-
ities” against citizens committed by Israeli troops in Jenin and
other Palestinian cities was deemed “hypocrisy” by the US. -— AFP

Hamas rejects plan

GAZA CITY, AUG 6 The militant
Palestinian Islamist movements
Hamas and Islamic Jihad today
rejected an Israeli plan under
which Israeli troops would quit
re-occupied land in Gaza if Pal-
estinian security forces cracked
down on hardline groups.
“The Palestinians reject this
plan. Our mission is to resist the

THE ~INDOU

occupation, and such a sedative
plan aims to calm criticism by
the international community
and gain time,” said a Gaza Ha-
mas leader, Ismail Abu Shanab.

The Israeli Defence Minister,
Binyamin Ben Eliezer, met yes-
terday the Palestinian Interior
Minister, Abdel Razaq al-Yahya
to discuss the plan. — AFP
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Palestinian claim of Jenin
massacre false: UN report

United Nations: UN secretary general Kofi
Annan, after releasing a long-awaited report
on Israel’s incursion into the Jenin refugee
camp, spoke of the “very severe” humanitar-
ian predicament of the Palestinians.

“Tt is clear that the Palestinian population
has suffered and are suffering the humani-
tarian consequences which are very severe
and I would hope that both parties will... take
steps to end the cycle of violence that is
killing innocent civilians on both sides,” Mr
Annan said on Thursday.

The 31-page report, based on statements
supplied by UN member-states, non-govern-
mental organisations and the Palestinians,
refuted Palestinian claims of a massacre at
the West Bank camp between April 2 and 12
when it was reoccupied by Israeli troops.

Mr Annan acknowledged the report was
not an “on-the-spot investigation, but a re-
port built off reports available in the public
domain,” as Israel barred access to the camp
by a United Nations fact-finding mission.

Meanwhile, Israel broadly welcomed the
report that it had not committed a massacre
of Palestinians in the Jenin refugee camp,
while the Palestinians dismissed the findings
outright. The report covered the events sur-

THE +1 e

and Israeli
occupy the

Following the battle, senior
Palestinian officials accused
Israel of killing some 500 peo-
ple, while Israel put the Pales-

Kofi Annan tinian death toll at 52, along
with 23 of its own soldiers.

Israeli foreign ministry official Dabiel
Taub said in Jenin that the findings placed
blame on the Palestinian Authority for al-
lowing hardline militant groups to operate
out of areas under its control, and cleared Is-
rael from accusations of a massacre.

In a related development, Amnesty Inter-
national has said that the UN report showed
the need for a full probe into the incident.

It said the report released by Mr Annan
into events in the West Bank city “under-
scores the need for a thorough, on-the- spot
investigative inquiry into the reports of
grave human rights abuses that occurred.”

In a statement the rights group charged
that Israel has “impeded the search for truth
and justice. It failed to provide information to
the UN secretary general for his report.” ap
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HDR 2002: Figure it out if you can

Analyse thlS' India jumps from one statistic to
another from one Human Development Reporfto
another in the space of one year. By BIBEK DEBROY

who are under-weight or un-

. der-height. If under-nourish-
ment increases, you would
perhaps expect the incidence
of under-weight or under-
height children to increase.

HE UNDP’s Human
.Development Report
for 2002 has recently
been released and people
have already written about
HDR. I have always won-
dered why figures giveninthe, But strangely, while -HDR
HDR jump around fromyear : 2001 gives us 33% as the per-
to year, for example, in the . centage of infants with low
comparison between HDR ' birth weight (for.*1995-99),
2001andHDR2002. -~ ' HDR2002givesus26%asthe
I don’t mean minor deci-  percentage of infants with low
mal level discrepancies. You - birth weight (for 1995-2000).
will find those also. Whatwas HDR 2001 tells us that for
India’s Human Development = 1995-2000, 53% of under-five
Index value in 1975? HDR . children were under-weight.
2001 gives 0406 and HDR.  For the'same period, HDR
2002 gives 0.407. Thisisadeci- . 2002 gives usa figure 0f47%. . .
mal level kind of discrepancy. HDR 2001 tells us that the
But take something like urban - maternal mortality ratio (per
population as a percentage of 100,000 live births) was 410
total population. HDR 2001  during, 1980-99. HDR 2002
gives 28.1 per cent (for 1999), - tells us that the maternal mor-

aooordmgtoHDR Ll
armedforces were 11,73 i,
1999. - Accordin R
2002, total armed’ ere
13,03000 in 2000 I:tefuﬁem
believe that total apme:
could have increased by that .
muchinoneyear. .. ...

: These are oblgéﬁve t)an

index Value -

much?  Perhaps'it-could. But But

{
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- government effectiveness and
cérruption. In'all fairness, gne
should mention that these are
not indicators developed by

*-UNDRP. They reflect the work

of others. For instafice,

.democracy has a polity score
), civi

Politic
Houke), pross’

dom Housefand vaite andac-
:  ctmtability (World Bank).

Understandably, on this
,democracy head, India out-
strips the Test. of Soﬂ’m Asia,

X,

of total)- Mﬁ.hod

.On corruption, we don’t
have values for all South Asian
countries. Transparency Inter-
national tells us that India is
less corrupt than Pakistan and
Pakistan is less corrupt than
Bangladesh. The World Bank
believes that India is the least
corrupt of the three, but
Bangladesh is less corrupt
than Pakistan. According to
the World Bank, Sri Lanka is
the least corrupt within the re-
gion and Nepal is less corrupt
than India. If you take the
World Bank figure, India j
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while HDR 2002 gives 277 tality ratio was 540 during

percent (for 2000). Thisisnota  1985-99. During the later pe-
decimal level discrepancy. riod, did the maternal mortal-

On the democraeyhead Inlh ;
press freedom criterion, India cares only i

~ the Indian press is “partly free” and:pl
as say, Kuwait, Romania, Macedom

t of South Asia. But on the
out of 100. This means that
es India in the same league
Ijl, Indonesia and Uganda

What about the percent- ityratio really jump like that?
age of one-year olds immu-'  Unlike the social sector in-
nised against tuberculosisand ~ dicators, you might expect
measles? HDR 2001 tells us  trade data to be more robust.
72% of infants wereé immu- HDR 2001 tells us that the
nised against tuberculosisand ~ share of high technology ex-
55% against measles for the  ports in total manufactured  ables, so to speak. This year’s
period 1997-99. HDR 2002 ' exportswas7%in1998. HDR HDR also tries to measure
gives us a figure for 1999 and - 2002 givesusafigureof4%for  and quantify quality of gover-
tells us 68% of infants were 1999 Howmuchismilitaryex-  nance within countries. There
immunised against tuberculo- . penditure as a percentage of  are some indicators described

sis and 50% were immunised
against measles. Did perfor-
mance‘deten'ogate so much in

GDP? For 1990, HDR 2001
gives .us 2.9%. HDR 2002
gives us.2.7% and this is proba-
The HDR 2002 report generally has many

charitable teferences to India, partly because of

as objective indicators of gov-
ernance, such as participation
in the electoral process (voter

the right to vote, seats in Par-
liament held by women),

. . " strength of civil society (trade

the deepening democracy theme. But there’s ;" crpership, number
also a reference to the 50 million missing ~ of NGOs) and ratification of
women who would have been alive but for ~ terationa) human right n-

struments. Because these are
objective variables, the only
quarrel can be about whether

infanticide, neglect or sex-selective abortions

turnout, year women received -

-

acouple of years? bly more than a decimal level ~ these variables adequately
According to HDR 2001, kind of discrepancy. capture the idea of gover-

during 1996-98, 21% of the HDR 2001 tells us thatin  nance or whether there canbe

population was under-nour- 1999 (in 1990 prices), we im-  better variables.

ished. According te HDR ported § 566 millionworthof - This is not true of the so-

2002, during 1997-99,23% of  arms. HDR 2002 tells us that  called subjective indicators of

the population was under- in 2001 (in 1990 prices again), ~ governance. These are based

nourished.
In addition, you also have
figures on children under five

we imported $ 1,064 million
worth of arms. Could defence
imports have increased by that

on perceptions and are di-
vided into three heads—
democracy, rule of law and

But on the préss feedom cri-
terion, India scores 42 out of
100. This means that the In-
dian press is “partly free” and
places India in the same
league as say, Kuwait, Roma-
nia, Macedonia, Fiji, Indone-
siaand Uganda.

Rule of law and govern-
ment effectiveness include po-
litical stability and lack of vio-
lence (World Bank), law and
order (International Country
Risk -Guide), rule of law
(World Bank) and govern-
ment  effectiveness (World
Bank). Again, India is the best
performer within South Asia,
although in an absolute sense,
the Indian government is be-
Lieved to be ineffective. The
corruption head has corrup-
tion perception (Transparency
International) and graft
(World Bank). It is not very
obvious how the two are dif-
ferent, except that they come
from two different sources.

the same Jevel of corruption as
Colombia and Senegal.

In general, HDR 2002 has
alotof ¢haritable references to
India, partly because of the
deepening democracy theme
and partly because of income
growth in India during
nineties. However, there is
also g reference to the 50 mil-
lion missing women (100 mil-
lion in the world), who would

-have been alive but for infanti-
‘cide, neglect or sex-selective

abortions.

“A recent survey in India
found 10,000 cases of female
infanticide a year, and a study
of a clinic in Bombay found
that 7,999 of 8,000 aborted
foetuses were female.” Why
was the single male foetus
aborted? Must look it up from
the reference given in HDR®
2002.

(This article first appeared in

The Financial Express) y



“USA to withhold
population fund

Assaciated Press

AT

WASHINGTON, July 23. Ihe Bush
admmistration. i a victory for social
comervatives who oppose abortion. will
withhold 534 million that had been carmar-
ked for UN family planning progranimcs
overseas, Instead, the money will go to inter-

\})“ ' g\{“’)

other factors and concluded “that the UN
Peputation Fundl moneys go to Chinese
agencies that carry out coercive progra-
mmes” that involve abortion.  The White
House was involved in the dJecision and
President Bush supported the action, he
said.

White House officials privately said

national  child
programmes of the US
Ageney for Interna-tional
Development.
said vesterday.

Crities of the decision
satd 1t was driven by
politics and vowed Lo fight
to ensure funding for the

UN  programme.  UN
Sceretarv-General  Mr

Kofi Annan said he was
disappointed  and China
said it hoped the decision
will be changed. "Women
and children  will  dic
because of the decision.”
said My Thorava Obaid.

survival

officials.

health

Missile defence

WASHINGTON, July 23. - The
USA yesterday launched a drive
to win the backing of sceptical
European  allies  for its
coutroversial missile defence
system by proposing to turn it
into a “global” programme. A
high-level Pentagon team met
British counterparts  at the
Ministry of Defence to urge
their cooperation in developing
a system that would give all
Nato allics protection against
rogue states with weapons of

and

conservative activists he ¢ pressured- the

administ tion for months
1o prove President Bush's
anti-abo tion credentials by
permarcntly denying
money o the UN fund,
which helps countries with
repioductite and  sexual
health. fanti:- planning and

population strategy.
Conscrvative - helped
President Bush wan the

presi-dency ind  political
advisers have te ded o
them. But  the  fanwl
planning  de ision could
damage Mr B sh's standing
with moderates and women

exeeutive director of the  mass destruction.
UN fund. She questioner’
why the administratior
cut off aid to all countries.
when in the paste the tood has simply
provvised not to spend the noney in Caina,

A State Department teer recommended
the administration. masnt-m the carlier
artangement But spoke i My Richard
Boucher 13 announcing the decision sart
e adminstration const <. od the law and

THE ST ATESMAaN

— The Times, London

who weigh the issuc of

abortion  rights  heavily
when they vot:..
White Homse

spokesman Mr Scott McCleilan said the
State Department "made a decision based
on the law and the law is clear that we
cannot use federal tax dollars to support
or fund organisations abroad that support
or .und cocrzed abor-tions.” He also dism-
iss: Tallegar ons of political 1dtivations.
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@. mission crucial
¢ to Bosnia poll

)(® N ¥ By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, JuLY\16. The extension of the United Nations peacekeep-
ing mission in Bosnia must have come as a huge relief to many in
Europe as a stable Bosnia contributes to the stability of that conti-
nent. Seven years after the worst bloodletting in Europe since
World War II, Bosnia today is showing “unmistakable signs of
sustainable recovery”, according ta.Paddy Ashdown who is the
international community’s new high representative in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Lord Ashdown said Bosnia had “a stable currency, almost no
inflation and a profitable commercial banking system”. It would be
unfair if international support was withdrawn simply because
“Bosnia had been made a pawn in a diplomatic game.” “Bosnia has
made high progress in its push towards normal democracy, but
much has still to be done. Effective measures, including issuing
identity cards have been taken to ensure that Bosnia cannot, under
any circumstances, be used as a base for international terrorism.
Yet smuggling and people trafficking remain a main problem.”
Estimates of human trafficking from poorer parts of eastern and
southern Europe vary between one and two million every year and
according to one estimate, “equal to the entire population of Ber-
lin”. At the conference on child trafficking held in Rome last week,
a charity organisation said 6,000 children, mainly adolescent girls
from eastern and southern Europe, were being sold into the sex
trade in western Europe and North America.

The European Union plans to send 500 special palice officers to
Bosnia next January to boost the existing U.N. peacekeeping mis-
sion. Javier Solana, the European Union’s foreign and security
policy co-ordinator and chief executive, said: “Should a compro-
mise fail, the European Union cannot abandon the Balkans. It
constitutes its number one priority.” The Bosnian Federation is
split along three ethnic communities — Christian Serbs, Catholic
Croats and Muslims. Elections are scheduled to take place in Octo-
ber. The presence ¢f an independent security force under the

umbrella of the Upited Xations is crucial to ensure free and fair
elections.
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~  WAR CRIMES COURT / PEACE- KEEPING MISSION IN BOSNIA SAVED

U.S. wrests a concessmn from U. N

WY \ \

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 13. The U.N.
Security Council has agreed
unanimously to give American
peacekeepers a year's exemp-
tion from prosecution by a new
international war crimes court.

The resolution of a three-
week dispute averted a poten-
tially threatening situation for
U.N. peacekeeping missions.
The Security Council, however,
did not agree to the U.S. de-
mand for blanket immunity for
American peacekeepers neither
did the Bush administration
push it, knowing well that there
were no takers even from its tra-
ditional and staunch allies such
as Britain. Once the concession
to the U.S. was made, Britain
immediately pushed for a one-
year extension of the United
Nations Mission in Bosnia due
to expire on Monday, which was
approved by the Council.

The United States Ambassa-
dor to the U.N., John Negro-
ponte, said the resolution
“offers us a degree of protection
for the coming year”. But the
12-month grace period has
come under fire in Congress
with both Republicans and

Ul

The United States Ambassador to the United Nations, John
Negroponte (left), and his Bulgarian counterpart, Stefan
Tafrov, raise their hands to vote during the meeting of the

. Security Council in New York on Friday. — AP

Democrats criticising the ad-
ministration for agreeing to the
stipulation. “This one-year di-
rective is a temporary immunity
from the International Criminal
Court for not only the U.S., but
for any country that is not a par-
ty to the treaty,” a spokesman
for the American mission to the

U.N. said. The Bush administra-
tion has made it clear that it in-
tends to pursue the issue of
immunity after the grace peri-
od.

seek to detain any
the United States

this as illegitimg#€, and it would

1

have serious consequences. No
nation should underestimate
our commitment to protect our
citizens,” Mr. Negroponte said.

Most Council members be-
lieved U.S. opposition was ide-
ological and that Washington’s
worries its soldiers or civilians

-could come to the court were

illusory. The court, for example,
only steps in when countries are
unable or unwilling to prose-
cute mass murderers or other
systematic abuses.

Reuters reports from United
Nations:

The resolution asks the tribu-
nal to allow a 12-month grace
period before investigating or
prosecuting U.N. peacekeepers
from countries that do not sup-
port the court “if a case arises”
and “unless the Security Coun-
cil decides otherwise.” It ex-
presses the Council’s
“intention” to renew the resolu-
tion in a year but does not com-
mit it to do so.

The International Criminal
Court was set up to try individu-
als for the world’s most heinous
atrocities: genocide, war crimes
and systematic human rights
abuses, a belated effort to fulfil
the promise of the Nuremberg
trials 56 years ago.
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/ \U.N., Iraq talks end in a stalemate

By George Chakko

VIENNA, JULY 6. The United Nations fall
persuade Iraq on Friday to allow the retyrn
of weapons inspectors to Baghdad after
days of negotiations, but the two sides
agreed to continue talks. Iraq did agree,
however, on exactly how to return Kuwait’s
national archives, which were looted after
its 1990 invasion of its tiny, oil-rich neigh-
bour.

The U.N. chief went into the talks hoping
to get agreement from the Iraqi Foreign
Minister, Naji Sabri, on the return of in-
spectors who have been barred from Iraq
for 3 1/2 years. But the Iragis had a much
broader agenda, including the lifting of
sanctions imposed on Iraq after its 1990 in-
vasion of Kuwait and U.S. threats to topple
Saddam Hussein — issues Mr. Annan could
not address.

The U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi Annan,
expressed optimism in spite of the stale-
maty“There has been some movement,

but obviously not enough,” Mr. Annan said,
adding that contacts would be maintained.
“I will remain in contact with the Security
Council with respect to Iraq’s expressed
wish for a comprehensive settlement. Talks
are not broken.” Mr. Sabri needs to consult
with the leadership in Baghdad and get
back to Mr. Annan for the next round, al-
though as of now, no date has been set. “We
have agreed to maintain contacts, includ-
ing continuing discussions on a technical
level,” Mr. Annan said. He declined to an-
swer a question about a possible U.S. attack
on Iraq. He only said, “I am not sure wheth-
er the U.S. has taken a decision to attack or
not. I am not here to stop an attack. I am
here to get the inspectors in.”

The U.N. chief alone doesn’t have the
ability to resolve the key issues Iraq wants
addressed before allowing the inspectors’
return. Mr. Sabri gave Mr. Annan a list of 19
questions at their first meeting in March —
some technical and some political. The
Chief U.N. weapons inspector, Hans Blix,

addressed the technical questions at the
second meeting in May and Mr. Annan sent
the political questions to the Security
Council. ‘

These questions focussed on lifting sanc-
tions, U.S. threats against Iraq, “no-fly”
zones in northern and southern Iraq en-
forced by U.S. and British aircraft, and the
creation of a nuclear weapons-free zone in
West Asia.

The Security Council chose not to re-
spond to these questions — which meant
Mr. Annan went to Vienna with no answers
for the Iraqis.

*Mr: Sabri made it clear that Iraq would
never agree to permit the inspections with-
out “dual commitment” on the part of the

. United Nations.

“We do not accept that Iraq is deprived of
its right to import one pistol while Israel has
the biggest arsenal of weapons of mass de-
struction in the region, threatening peace
and security of the region and the world,”
Mr. Sabri said.



U.N. mission in Bosnia

‘gets a brie{\ r

'S

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 4. The Bush
administration has backed
away, at least for now, from its
threat of shutting down the
United Nations Mission in Bos-
nia.

On Wednesday, the United
States agreed to a further 12-day
reprieve for the police training
mission in Bosnia. The mis-
sion’s mandate has now been
extended until July 15. “We do
have to find some kind of reso-
lution to this problem in due
course. Otherwise, we are going
to be confronting it in a number
of different situations,” the U.S.
Ambassador to the United Na-
tions, John Negroponte, said.
The U.S. may have changed its
stance following a letter written
by the Secretary General, Kofi
Annan, to the Secretary of State,
Colin Powell. The unusually
blunt letter apparently warned
the Bush administration that its
action placed the entire U.N.
peacekeeping operations at
risk. Mr. Annan is reported to
have told Gen. Powell that no
peacekeeper in U.N. history had
committed crimes that would

Jieve

fall under the jurisdiction of the
ICC. “..the\whole system of
United Natioks peacekeeping is
being put at {isk,” Mr. Annan
said. '
The Security Council will
again take up next week the ex-
tension of the U.N. mission in
Bosnia and members will have
to address Washington’s con-
cerns. The Republican adminis-
tration’s “threat” to shut down
peacekeeping operations one
by one still holds even if there
are indications of its stand soft:
ening. For instance, Washing-
ton has said that its 46 strong
personnel in the Bosnia police
training mission and some
3,000 soldiers in the NATO force
stationed in Bosnia will not be
withdrawn. S
Diplomatically, there is pres- |
sure on the Security Council to
come to grips with the issue and
in concrete terms. There are
about 15 U.N. peacekeeping
missions all over the world from
East Timor to Cyprus to the
Congo. In the immediate con-
text, apart from Bosnia, UN.
mandates end this month ip,Le-
banon, Georgia and the
Western Sahara. /
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‘UN mission m
Bosnia gets ., '
"12-hr extensi

United Nations: The UN security council man-
aged to pass an unanimous resolution for a 72-
hour extension for its peacekeeping mission in
Bosnia hours after the United States had vetoed
its full renewal.

The US had on Sunday vetoed a resolution
that would have extended the mandate of the
United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in
Bosnia, after other members rejected its de-
mand that American peacekeepers be exempted
from the jurisdiction of the international crim-
inal court which came into being on Monday.

Had the extension not been granted, the 1,500-
strong mission, which was established in 1995 to
train a multi-ethnic police force, would have
come to an end at midnight. The extension would
now allow the mission to continue till midnight
on July 3. Earlier, 13 of the 15 members of the
council had voted in favour of the resolution for
full renewal of the mission, with mover Bulgar-
ia abstaining as there was no unity. But it did say

i that it supports the resolution. However, a single
negative vote by the United States killed it.

Following the veto, Britain and France, who
voted for the resolution, suggested extension of
the mission till July 15 to allow a compromise to
be worked out. But Americans, who had taken a
tough attitude on the issue, rejected that too and
said they would not agree to its extension for
more than 72 hours. Earlier, the American veto
came after high-level discussions in Washing-
ton involving secretary of state Colin Powell.

American diplomats said that they need the
exemption as their citizens were a target and
could face frivolous and politically motivated
prosecutions, a view that other members reject-
ed. US ambassador to the UN John Negroponte
said their citizens were likely to be targeted and
Washington had vetoed the resolution with
“great reluctance.”

The council has seen vetoes in the past but
the American action on Sunday was unusual in
the sense that it pitted itself against its tradi-
tional allies Britain and France, who supported
the resolution, and made the future of several
other such missions, uncertain.

The United States could have withdrawn its
personnel from the mission but it decided to
take a tough attitude seeking an express clause
exempting its citizens. The United States has 46
police officers in the UN mission.

The resolution would also had extended the
authorisation for the Nato-led force charged
with providing security by one year. It is not yet
clear what effect would the non-renewal of au-
thorisation would have on it.

But the American veto would have no effect
in the coming into existence of the court which
74 member-states support. The court which
would prosecute individuals, not states, for
crimes of genocide and crimes against human-
ity would not have jurisdiction on crimes com-
mitted prior to July one. Besides, itAould try
individuals only if the national cpfirts are un-
able or unwilling to do so. pn



K)pen up mar

ROME, JUNE 11. Leaders of the developmg
world on Tuesday exhorted the United
States and the European Union t0 remove
farm subsidies and open their markets, say-
ing that free trade was the only way to alle-
viate world hunger.

“We are poor. You are rich. Level the
playing field!” said Teofisto Guingona, For-
eign Minister of the Philippines.

The message continued on the second
day of the U.N. World Food Summit, a four-
day meeting at the U.N. Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation headquarters here that’s
designed to accelerate efforts to meet U.N.
targets to cut hunger.

The U.S. on Monday justified its new
farm subsidies and its use of biotechnology
in agriculture, saying genetically modified
foods were one of the key ways to fight
hunger by increasing productivity.

Uganda’s President, Yoweri Museveni,

| however, dismissed the idea that a lack of
technology was to blame for world hunger,
saying there’s more than enough food to go
around.

“Let us stop beating around the bush,”
he said. “The most fundamental problems
are not the weather; are not lack of im-
proved seeds. The main causes of food
shortages in the world are really three:
wars, protectionism in agricultural prod-
ucts in Europe, the U.S., China, India and
Japan, and protectionism in value-added

g

A chlld searches for food In a pile of
garbage in Port-Au-Prince, Haitl, on
Monday. Nearly 70 per cent of the
population of Haltl lives below the

poverty level. — AFP

products on the part of the same coun-
tries”’.

Mr. Guingona demanded wealthier
countries negotiate trade agreements with
the poor ones in good faith, saying the
World Trade Organisation framework
shouldn’t only benefit the rich.

“Do not impose subsidies for exports.
Do not dump products that kill our farmers

ets, nch natlons urged

and fisherfolks,” he said. “Do not in the
name of free trade deny us time to inte-
grate our resources, and having integrated
them deny us access to your rich markets.”

The Colombian President, Andres Pas-
trana, issued a similar appeal, saying poor
countries don’t want charity, just a chance
to compete.

Canada’s Agriculture Minister, Lyle Van-
clief, complained about major new U.S.
farm subsidies signed into law by the Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, last month,

The President of the European Commis-
sion, Romano Prodi, also complained
about the new subsidies, which E.U. offi-
cials say violate WTO rules.

The U.S. Agriculture Secretary, Ann Ve-
neman, defended the subsidies at a press
conference, saying the criticism was mis-
placed and that the U.S. remained commit-
ted to lowering subsidies in the long run.

The summit opened with an appeal by
the U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, for
leaders to make good on their promises in
1996, at the first food summit, to reduce the
number of hungry people from 800 million
to 400 million by 2015.

Telegraph reports:

The Zimbabwe President, Robert Mu-
gabe, used the summit to flaunt his land
acquisition, hailing it as his Government's
“visionary” response io hunger and

poverty. /
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Pak envoy to UN
breathes N-fire

S Rajagopalan
Washington May 30

MUNIR AKRAM, Pakistan’s
new ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations, has sought to
spread all-round panic by
asserting Islamabad’s
“right” to wuse nuclear
weapons in order to counter
an aggression by India.

Barely a day into his new
job, Akram called a Press
conference at the UN head-
guarters in New York to de-
claim: “If India reserved the
right to use conventional
weapons, how could Pak-
istan — a weaker power —
be expected to rule out all
means of deterrence.”

Pakistan, he suggested,
had to rely on all available
means to deal with an Indi-
an aggression. “We have
that means and we will not
neutralise it by any doctrine
of no first-use (of nuclear
weapons),” he said.

As he put it, India cannot
have the “licence to kill with
conventional weapons while
Pakistan’s hands are tied re-
garding other means to de-
fend itself”. For that very
reason, he argued, Pakistan
never subscribed to the doc-
trine of no-first use of
nukes.

While India has been

4t 10 ﬂﬂ{_s

A file photo of Pak missile
Ghaznavi.

“arming itself to the teeth”,
Pakistan just cannot hope to
match it, he said adding:
“We do not wish to expend
our limited resources on
building up a conventional
defence, which will com-
pletely debilitate our devel-
opment.”

On Day 1 itself (Tuesday),
Akram had attracted con-
siderable attention with a
longish speech while pre-
senting his credentials to
UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan. The UN, he held

forth, had “a legal, moral
and historical responsibili-
ty to promote a just and
peaceful solution to the
Kashmir dispute and, more
immediately, to prevent the
recourse to logic of war in
South Asia.”

In sharp contrast, his In-
dian counterpart Vijay
Nambiar, who presented
his credentials the same
day, settled for the tradition
of ashort statement that did
not seek to ruffle anyone’s
feathers.

At his Press conference,
Akram said that instead of
a nofirst use of nuclear
weapons, Pakistan offered
India a non-aggression pact,
something which New Delhi
turned down.

The envoy’s remarks
made it abundantly clear
that Pakistan plans to un-
leash a propaganda offensive
against India on the Kash-
mir issue at the world body.
Akram, who has been Pak-
istan’s ambassadar to the
European Union and to the
UN in Geneva, harked back
to the issue of UN-sponsored
plebiscite in Kashmir and
said it was time the Security
Council initiated action. He
demanded a substantial aug-
mentation of the UN moni-
toring group in the region./
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/UNITED NATIONS-II
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them in Africa, individual sates or

regional groups resorted to the use of
force without specific Security Council
authorisation. In 1998, the US attacked
Afghanistan and Sudan with cruise mis-
siles (some of which even fell on Pakis-
tani territory) in retaliation for terrorist
attacks on US embassies, allegedly. by

ln a number of recent conflicts, most of

Osama bin Laden’s: Islamic fundamen--.

talist terrorists. Expressing his concern,
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said,
“The scourge of terrorism cannot be eli-
minated by unilateral action.”I was,
therefore, concerfied by these actions.
“Terrorism can only be combated by joint
international strategies and action. The
UN should take a leading role in such
efforts.”

Indispensability

However, nothing has undermined the
credibility and the future effectiveness of
the UN as much as the bypassing of the
Security Council before the commen-
cement of the US-led NATO air strikes
against Yugoslavia. Once again, Kofi
Annan expressed his displeasure at “the
emergence of the single super power and
new regional powers” and “the prefer-
ence of the willing” to resort to un-
authorised force. He said, “Unless the
Security Council is restored to its pre-
eminent position as the sole source of
legitimacy on the use of force, we are on
a dangerous path to anarchy... Unless the
Security Council can unite around the
aim of confronting massivé human rights
violations and crimes against humanity
on the scale of Kosovo, we will betray the
very ideals that inspired the founding of
the Union Nations.”

Echoing a similar view, former Soviet

President Mlkhall Gorbachov called the
Kosovo war “a disgrace to all of us who
tried to build a New World Order based
on political methods and a strong role for
the United Nations Security Council...

Instead, we see Nato itself as supreme

arbiter, usiig military power alone... It is
pure lawlessness and I strongly condemn
it.” K Subrahmanyam has written: “The
UN has been rendered redundant since
there is no balance of power left in the
world and the entire industrial world,
barring a ramshackle Russia, is under
US. overlordship. If this is not a
dangerous  international  security
environment, what is?”

According to Muchkund Dubey, “Nato
is hardly the regional arrangement which
dcan qualify... for the maintenance of
international peace and security... It is
not recognised as such by all the coun-
tries of the region, major power like
Russia is outside gnd strongly opposed to
it. It is a relic of old War and still
seeks to perpetuate the Cold War divi-
sion of Europe. Its basic military charac-
ter and coercive approach to dealing with
security situations, militates against the
essentially comprehensive and co-opera-
tive approach to security practised by the
United Nations. It frequently tends to act

outside the United Nations and at cross
purposes with it. In fact, it has been the
principal instrument used by Western
powers to marginalise the United Na-

tions and reduce it to a residual
peacekeeping force.” .
It is not without- significance that

.. several former US secretaries of state
“weote to Congressional leaders that as

former secretaries they knew at “first
hand the importance of the United
Nations and its agencies in securing
global peace, stability and prosperity.” It
emerges quite clearly that in the New

JRMEET KANWAL

our existence.” Not much has changed
since he made this perceptive observa-
tion. The invincible forces of “might is
right” thinking are apparently still at play
in international relations. As President
Woodrow Wilson has so passionately
advecated early in this century, the world
needs organised peace rather than
organised rivalries and a community of
power instead of a balance of power. The
lack of a community of power broke the
League of Nations. The same lack of
community of power will inevitably also
break its successor, the United Nations,

X

World Order, despite its present shaky
state, the UN will remain indispensable.
As has been often said, if it did not exist,
there would be a need to invent it. How-
ever, it is a human institution, managed
.and manipulated by human beings and
cannot, therefore, ever be perfect. Shashi
Tharoor, executive assistant to the UN
secretary general, sees an emerging role
for the UN in providing a forum to move
the world along towards universal human
rights, managing trans-national terror-
ism, drugs trafficking, money laundering
and international crime. Concerted
effort, tolerance and respect for human
dignity can decisively overcome the
systemic shortcoming to ensure the
peaceful coexistence of all the people of
the world. The foremost requirement is
for the “strong to respect the rights of the
weak,” as envisioned by President
George Bush in 1990.

Might is right

In 1981, in his last annual report as the
UN secretary general, Kurt Waldheim
had remarked out of experience and
observation: “For all our efforts and
undoubted sincerity, the Organisation
has not yet managed to cut through old
political habits and attitudes to come to
grips decisively with the new factors of

if some of the most powerful nations
continue to practise their might + 2
politics, completely dxsregardmg natlonal
sovereignties and the spirit of interna-
tional consensus, as was witnessed in
Nato’s air strikes over Yugoslavia in
1999.

Soon after the Kosovo conflict, the

chaos in East Timor presented yet

another challenge to the international
community. Once again the troubling
questlon of whether armed intervention
is a valid response to the violation of hu-
man rights had to be addressed. After
Iraq, Somalia, Rwanda, Bosnia and
Yugoslavia, “Indonesia is the seventh
sovereign country in recent years to be
told to allow foreign peace enforcement
troops onto its soil.” However, since the
East Timor case was not entirely that of
intervention in the internal affairs of a
sovereign country (the UN has never
accepted East Timor as an integral part
of Indonesia), consensus in the UN Sec-
retary Council was much easier to ac-
hieve and an Australian-led peace-
keeping force could be despatched very
rapidly to bring the problem under
control.

The present conflicts afflicting the
developing countries will continue to
defy resolution unless these countries

g .Third World Must Lead Efforts To Restore Legitimacy

decide to help shemselves. Trends toward
the emergence of regional security
arrangements for the ‘mainténance of
peace are to be welcomed and should be
encouraged. Regional solutions to prob-
lems of peace and security are bound to
be more easily acceptable to the warring
parties than solutions imposed by a
distant world body. The Asean Regional
Forum (ARF) is a good example of a
regional security framework. In recent
years it has gradually proceeded forward
from limiting its activities to confiderice
building to becomting indirectly ifvolved
in conflict resolution. Though Asian
security will inevitably remain linked with
and will continue to be looked at in terms
of the UN framework, this would be
more plausible after the UN system goes
through a process of reform and is
sufficiently empowered to act as a viable
and independent global security
framework.

Reforms to follow

Some® commentators are of the view
that it will not be possible to reform the
UN system in an optimal manner in the
near future because of certain deeply
ingrained prejudices. This view appears
to be overly pessimistic as it is premised
on the assumption that the Western
powers, and China, will never give up the
balance of power approach. It is now
becoming clear that realisation s
gradually dawning on the P-5 that the
balance of power approach is no longer
suitable for ensuring a secure and stable
world order. Cold War mindsets will
eventually fade away and UN reform will
automatically follow.

In the first decade of the 21st centuty,
the foremost challenge before the world
is that of ensuring lasting. international
peace so that unicttered development
can lead to the alleviation of poverty and
all round prosperity in a framework of
pluralistic democracy. “Expect nothing
from the 2Ist century,” wrote Nobel
laureate Gabriel Garcia Marquez. “It is
the 21st century which expects everything
from you.” Will the world rise to the
challenge? Or, will it succumb to Mathew
Arnold’s famous cry of hopelessness:
“We are wandering between two.
worlds/One dead, the other unable to be
born.”

Clearly, mankind’s instinct for survival
will ensure that Armageddon remains a
distant nightmare. The prognosis for the
future is hope, rather than despair, and
the triumph of mankind, rather than
holocaust or disaster. As a world-wide
rethinking of social, political, educational
and economic orders takes place, the
obsolete -thinking of the nuclear age wili
gradually but inexorably give way to a
new Non-violent World Order. It i to be
hoped that a strong and undisputed’ UN
will be at the centre of it, backed by the
collective will of countries of the Third
World.

(Concluded) .
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«U.N. vote has a hidden sting

Kesava enon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN, MAY 15,
Though it was expected the U.N.
Security Courcil’s vote yester-
day converting the nature of the
sanctions has been a set back
for Iraq. Not iny did the U.S.
proposal for @ “smart sanc-
tions” got the unanimous ap-
proval of the Security Council
but the new arrangement in-
cludes a sting that makes it little
different from the arrange-
ments in place so far while it
has helped the U.S. earn some
brownie points.

Yesterday all fifteen members
of the Council voted for the
smart sanctions regime. The
smart sanctions regime was in-
tended to change the emphasis
of the “oil for food” programme
under which Iraq is allowed to
sell oil to pay for the import of

food, medicine and other hu-
manitarian goods. As per cur-
rent arrangements the money
that Iraq earns from its oil ex-
ports are paid into a U.N.-con-
trolled escrow fund.

A Security Council commit-
tee approves payments out of
the fund for contracts that have
been cleared by it. So far the
supervisory committee was ex-
amining every contract to see
whether any item sought to be
imported by Iraq could be used
for military as well as civilian
purposes. Contracts for the im-
port of items that could be put
to such dual use were not ap-

change should help Iraq since it
frees up a whole lot of item in
respect of which they will not
havé to seek the approval of the
supetvisory committee. Howev-
er the list includes items that
are very broadly categorised-
items like computer and tele-
communication equipment are
on the list for which prior ap-
proval is necessary. So in practi-
cal terms the change might not
amount to much.

Besides the Security Council
has retained a crucial compo-
nent of the old arrangements.
Any member of the Council can
object to, and thereby hold up,

proved. What has been put in
place is a system whereby the
Security Council has drawn up
a list of items that will require
prior approval while the rest

will not. |

Theoretically speilking this |

THE HINDU

any contract entered into by
Iraq irrespective of whether the
items in question are on the
proscribed list or not. This
means that all Iraqi imports, and
not just those on the proscribed
list, continue to be under Secu-
rity Council scrutiny. With the
U.S. and U.X. being permanent
members the restrictions on Ira-
gi imports can be just as severe !
as they were before the sanc-
tions smartened up. The U.S.
and U K. between them current-
ly hold up $ 5 billion worth qf
Tragi import contracts and their

thyme

are to only countries
so intervened.
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Iraqi sanctions

United Nations, May 14

THE UN Security Council on
Tuesday approved the biggest
overhaul of sanctions against
Iraq in years, aimed at expedit-
ing civilian goods to ordinary
Iraqis from sewing machines to
bicycles. The vote was unani-
mous, 150, with Syria, Iraq’s
neighbour, deciding at the last
minute to support the resolution
despite earlier objections that
delayed the vote. :

The council’s resolution also
renews until November 25 the
oil-for-food plan that allows
Baghdad to sell oil and purchase
food, medicine and a host of oth-
er goods under UN supervision,
an exception to the sanctions im-
posed when Iraq invaded Kuwait
in August 1990.

Responding to criticism the
sanctions were harming the
Iragi people, the United States
and Russia, which wants sanc-
tions suspended, negotiated for
months on a system aimed at
sending civilian supplies to Iraq
more quickly while maintaining
a ban on military goods.

Central to the new plan is a
300-page “goods review list” of
supplies that have military and
civilian uses, from trucks to
communications  equipment,
which have to be evaluated sepa-
rately within 80 days. Most goods
not on the list can go to Iraq after

SADDAM HUSSEIN

a 10-day review by UN officials.
Currently, virtually every-
thing but food and medicine is
scrutinized by the council’s sanc-
tions committee where the Unit-
ed States has blocked $5 billion
worth of goods Iraq has ordered.
Earlier, a vote in the Security
Council on a draft resolution to
reform the 12- year-old UN sanc-
tions against Iraq was delayed
until today at Syrid’s reguest.
But Britain’s ambassador to
the UN, Jeremy Greenstock, told
reporters there was no question
of amending the draft, which was
co-sponsored by the five perma-
nent members of the council.
“The understanding in the room
was very clear that it is this reso-
lution, and they (the Syrians) will
have to choose how they vote.”
Agencies
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f longevity and survival are criteria of
Isuccess, the United Nations has

succeeded admirably. On 26 June
1995, the UN celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary. In contrast, the League of Nations
had disintegrated after only 20 years. As
set out in the preamble to the UN
Charter, the organisation was established
to fulfil a deep longing for peace, de-
termination on the part of states to “save
succeeding generations from the scourge
of war” and a firm commitment to create
a world order in which fundamental
human rights, and the dignity and worth
of the human person are respected.

During the September 2000 Millenni-
um Summit in New York, a visionary de-
claration charting the UN’s future course
was adopted by the world leaders: “We
solemnly reaffirm, on this historic occa-
sion, that the UN is the indispensable
common house of the entire human
family, through which we will seek to re-
alise our universal aspirations for peace,
cooperation and development...”. The
declaration also set out a number of mea-
sures in the area of peace and disarm-
ament, including providing the UN with
the necessary resources for conflict pre-
vention, peacekeeping and related tasks.

Reasonably successful

The results achieved by a large number
of UN organisations in many diverse

"UNIT
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fields have been undoubtedly praise- -
worthy. However, the principal purpose

for setting up the United Nations was the
maintenance of peace. On this.front, the
record of the UN: has varied from spec-

tacular success in some peacekeeping i
missions to blameworthy failure in many .

others. Overall, despite the pulls and pre- .

ssures of the Cold War and the partisam
interests of some of the P-5 countries, it
must be said that UN peaceckeeping
efforts have been reasonably successful.
Writing on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the UN, Soli J Sorabjee
had taken a dim view of the peacekeep-
ing achievements of the UN: “It is gen-
erally believed that UN peacekeeping
has played a highly constructive role in
maintaining international peace and se-
curity, as evidenced by the award in 1988
of the Nobel Peace Prize to UN peace-
keeping forees. It is difficult to subscribe
to this assessment, especially after its
failure in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Somalia
and Rwanda”. While Sorabjee’s assess-
ment of the lack of success in three im-
portant missions cannot be faulted, it is
unfair to mention only a few recent fail-
ures and ignore many signal successes,

including thage jn Iran-Irag, Namibia, -
Cambodia, SOMth ~Africa, El Salvador,’

Mozambique and Kuwait.

The UN-supervised elections in South  tio
- foremost requirement at present is to

The author is a former Senior Fellow,
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses,
New Delhi,

By GURMEET KANWAL

Africa, were conducted successfully. The
Angola Verification Mission managed to
ensure that the MPLA-UNITA standoff
did not result in a bloodbath even if it did
not succeed in endig the civil war and
resolving the conflict for over a decade.
Other examples can be cited to support
the view that success has been a regular
feature of UN peacekeeping missions.
However, it is. now becoming increas-
ingly apparent that the UN system is
being progressively undermined through

the indirect actions of certain powerful

.. Western nations. The US-led North At-.

lantic Treaty Organisation intervention
in Kosovo in 1999 is a case in point.
Nato’s decision to launch air strikes ag-
ainst Yugoslavia had completely bypass-
ed the’ UN Security Council and also
violated a large number of international
laws. This does not augur well for the fu-
ture of the UN system. It is in preventing
aberrations like this that the countries of
the Third World have the greatest role to

play.
Basic re-thinking

The Third World can do this by pro-
moting the central role of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly as the chief deliberative,
policymaking and representative organ
of the UN whure the majority view can
and should overnde partisan consider-
ations of the P-5 and attempts to bypass
the UN system when it does not suit their
interests. Since most of the conflicts that
require UN intervention are in the Third
World countries, these developing coun-
tries have a major stake in ensuring that
the UN peace-keeping apparatus func-
tions smoothly and impartially. The

strengthen the UN to enable it to play its
legitimate role in ensuring peace and
security in the world. This can be done by

harnessing the collective voice of the
developing countries in the General
Assembly as a diplomatic -leverage to
ensure that the will of the majority can be
used for the common good.

Unless there is basic re-thinking on the
evolution of a polycentric world order,
where the threat of war is discounted as a
viable instrument of policy, the UN can-
not be an effective peacekeeper. During
the early 1990s, there were, on average,
over 50,000 Blue Berets in the service of

peace in various parts of the world. The
annual cost of UN peacekeeping oper-
ations was approximately $3,000 million.
Some time ago, the then UN Secretary
General, Boutros Boutros Ghali, had
proposed the creation of a 5,000-strong
permanent UN Security Force, with
additional guaranteed standby contri-
butions from the member states, to
enable the UN to respond to emerging

_situations in a reasonable time-frame.

However, the idea did not find ready
acceptance among the major powers that
would be expected to contribute signifi-
cantly, both monetarily and materially. to
the creation of such a force.

In the absence of a standing UN army,
the Security Council decision-making
apparatus needs to be urgently re-vamp-
£d. There is now an inescapable need to
increase the number of permanent
members of the UN Security Council,
Germany, Japan and India are obvious
candidates. The inclusion of Nigeria and
Brazil also needs to be considered so as
to ensure fair representation to the
African and South American continents,
respectively. As oné of the most popu-
lous countries in the world, Indonesia
can also stake a deserving claim to
permanent membership of the Security
Council. This would “further strengthen
its capacity and effectiveness and
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enhance its repf%sentative character”. In
1997, the US had proposed that the
strength of the Security Council should
go up to 10 “with the inclusion of Ger-
many and Japan and three developing
countries — one each from Asia, Africa
and Latin America”.

Marginalisation

As a large number of developing
countries are growing rapidly, it would be
inappropriate to dispense permanent
membership on such a basis. Also, such a
proposal is bound to create a deadiock in
the selection process, as the developing
countries will not find it easy to agree on
regional representation. Another cause
for concern is the suggestion that the new
permanent members will.have no veto
rights unlike the present P:5. Such discri-
mination is unjustified and is unlikely to
be acceptable to any of the prospective
candidates. Either the veto should be
abolished completely or it should be the
common prerogative of ail the perma-
nent members.

The UN Declaration, adopted by 185
countries during the 50th anniversary
special commemorative session of the
UN from 22 to 24 October 1995, had
called for such restructuring of the UN to
meet the challenges of the 21st century.
The document also focused on deve-
lopment, peace and equality and clarified
that the principle of self-determination is
not to be construed as authorising or
encouraging any action that would
dismember or impair — totally or in part
— the territorial integrity or political
unity of sovereign and independent
states, particularly those that conduct
themselves in compliance with the prin-
ciple of equal rights and provide a gov-
ernment that represents all without any
distinction. The declaration called on the
international community to act in con-
cert to defeat common threats such as
terrorism in all its forms, trans-national
organised crime, illicit trade in arms and
the production, consumption and tra-
fficking of narcotics.

The most important task facing the
developing countries is to work in a
untted manner towards restoring the
legitimacy of the UN as the pre-eminent
organisation in the world engaged in the
promotion of peace and security for all
its members. The UN can be a
peacekeeper or a peacemaker only when
the major world powers, including the P-
5, agree on the desirability of putting a
UN label on their common will, as was
witnessed in the Coalition Forces joint
action against Iraq in the 1990-91 Gulf
War.  Since then,” the - increasing
marginalisation of the WN Security
Council in decision-making for the
enforcement of peace, has become a

cause for concern.
(To be conclu%
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Nations pledge to improve children lives

UNITED NATIONS, MAY 11. More than 180 na-
tions pledged to give the world’s two billion
youngsters a healthier and more peaceful
life at the end of the first U.N. children’s
summit but U.S. demands on the conten-
tious issues of sex education, contraception
and abortion disappointed its close allies in
Europe and Canada.

At the end of two years of negotiations
and a marathon 30-hour final blitz, the
compromise deal that was reached and
adopted by consensus just before midnight
on Friday didn’t seem to satisfy anyone —
even the Americans. The Canadian envoy,
Gilbert Laurin, said it “falls significantly
short” of reaffirming the right to high-qual-
ity family planning as well as counselling
and information for adolescents. Spain’s
U.N. Ambassador, Inocencio Arias, repre-
senting the European Union, regretted that
it didn’t reflect past agreements that
strongly supported sexual and reproductive
health services.

The Child Rights Coalition, which repre-
sents more than 100 international non-
profit organisations, called the deal “weak.”
Adrienne Germain, president of the Inter-
national Women's
claimed “it was shoved down the throats of
the rest of the world by the United States.”

Carol Bellamy, the executive director of
the United Nations Children’s Fund, was
most enthusiastic about the new blueprint
to improve the lives of children over the
next 15 years, calling it “a strong, action-
oriented document.” '

1t focuses on improving health, access to
quality education, protection of children
against abuse, violence and exploitation
and fighting HIV/AIDS. It includes goals
ranging from reducing malnutrition among
children under five by at least one-third to
increasing primary education to at least 90
per cent by 2010.

While the U.S. Ambassador, Sichan Siv,
said the summit “will mean greater hope
for children around the world,” the envoy
to the U.N. Economic and Social Council
outlined a host of U.S. reservations to the
final document. The United States does not
in any way view the final document as pro-
moting “abortion or abortion-related ser-
vices” or abortion as a method of family
planning, he said. It also believes in the
need “to practice abstinence, fidelity, and
monogamy” and to support marriage be-
tween men and women and strong paren-
tal rights.

The U.S. delegation had pushed the Bush
administration’s agenda against abortion

Health Coalition, .

£ SOBERY

BROKEN CHILDHOOD: Anna (5) and her elder sister work at the family

L
- 39"27 U.N. SUMMIT / U.S. DEMANDS DISAPPOINT ALLIES

stone-smashing business on the outskirts of Lusaka. Anna has been doing this
Jjob from the age of one and has never been to school. — AFP

and in favour of sexual abstinence before
marriage and of the traditional family — a
stand backed by the Vatican and Islamic
countries including Sudan, Syria and Iraq.
On the other side of the debate were the
European Union and many Latin American
and Western countries who: support the
successive agreements on reproductive and
sexual health issues at five U.N. conferenc-
es in the last eight years and the pro-
grammes they have generated — which
they argue are crucial for young people.

Ms. Germain said the final document’s
affirmation of the agreements at those con-
ferences was very important, because it
means “the progress in providing lifesaving
health information and services for young
people will continue” despite the Bush ad-
ministration’s attempt to curtail them. .

In a victory for the Bush administration,
the document excludes the United States
from a requirement barring the death pen-
alty or life imprisonment for those under
the age of 18.

Palestinian supporters also pushed for a
reference-to the plight of Palestinian chil-
dren in the final document. But the issue
was dropped when agreement was reached
on the final document, called “A World Fit
for Children.”

Early in the final negotiations, delegates

settled a contentious issue between the
United States and all other countries —
how to refer to the 1989 Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which was intended to
be the global standard for children’s issues.
The convention has been ratified by 191
countries — all nations except Somalia and
the United States.

The U.S. President, George W. Bush'’s ad-
ministration opposed language saying the
convention is “the standard” for children’s
rights, because the United States is not a
party, and diplomats said the text was re-
luctantly watered down.

“This is unacceptable,” the Nobel Peace
laureate, Rigoberta Menchu of Guatemala
told The Associated Press.

“All social organisations, but especially
those focussing on children’s rights, have to
repudiate this type of action.” The former
U.S. President, Bill Clinton’s administration
signed the convention but never submitted
it for Senate ratification because a number
of groups argued that it infringed on the
rights of parents and was inconsistent with
state and local laws.

The Bush administration has also taken
no action. Somalia signed the convention
this week and is expected to ratify it, which
will leave the United States as the lone
holdout. — AP

®BE HINDUL

MAY

e

(W




“U.N. child summit to
Teview past decade

UNITED NATIONS, MAY 3. More children are in school than ever before,
polio has nearly been eradicated and there are 3 million fewer
child deaths per year now than when the first World Summit for
Children was held in 1990. Still, 10 million of the world’s 2 billion
children die each year from preventable causes, every 20th child is
not in school and some 300,000 are fighting in wars.

On Wednesday, some 65 world leaders and delegates from more
than 150 countries will sit down at the United Nations to review the
successes and failures of the past decade and adopt a new plan for
tackling tragedies such as AIDS orphans, child soldiers and traf-
ficking in children. The conference had been scheduled for Sep-
tember 18, but was postponed after the terrorist attacks on the U.S.

This year, delegates will include more than 300 children — the
first time that young people will attend a U.N. confergfice as full,
participating delegates, . -

Since the first children’s summit, the worl@ has changed in ways
few could have imagined. rAt gz

In 1990, delegates envisioned a safer world for childrer’ alter’ the
Cold War. They did not foresee a decade of Balkan violence\that
would create child refugees in the heart of Europe, civil wars \that
would turn children into killers, sexual exploitation on the Intefnet
or AIDS destroying millions of African families. Negotiators ‘are
working on a document to address these issues at the upcoming
meeting, a General Assembly specig¥session to follow up on the
1990 meeting. — AP

KHE HINDD

.
| ' Voo




“UN team poised

for Jenin

Jerusalem, April 27 ()/%\4

FOUR PEOPLE were klilled
when gunmen attacked an Is-
raeli settlement in the West
Bank on Saturday in the first
such assault since Israel
launched a four-week-old mili-
tary sweep through Palestinian-
ruled cities.

A UN mission to find out what
happened during Israel’s three-
week military operation in the
Jenin refugee camp waited in
Geneva for a green light to de-
part for the region.

UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan agreed to hold the team
back at the request of Israeli
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres
to give the Israeli cabinet time to
discuss the fact-finding mission
at its Sunday morning meeting,
a UN official said.

The Israeli army said four
people had been killed and six
wounded, one of them severely,
in the attack by one or two gun-
men on Adora, a few km west of
the divided city of Hebron. The
army had earlier put the death
toll at five. The attack came a day
after President Bush insisted Is-
rael must end its military offen-
sive “now,” after another Israeli

probe

; F[, 1)
raid defied his earlier demands.

“The attack this morning
against Israeli citizens in the
West Bank proves that terror
has not yet been eradicated,” Is-
raeli government spokesman
Aryeh Mekel said. There was no
immediate Palestinian com-
ment.

Hebron was the only big West
Bank city not reoceupied in Is-
rael’s offensive, perhaps because
the army feared a full-scale as-
sault would endanger about 400

‘Jewish settlers living in heavily

guarded enclaves among 120,000
Palestinians.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon unleashed the West
Bank campaign on March 29 af-
ter suicide attacks killed scores
of Israelis. Israel says many of
the attackers came from the
Jenin refugee camp, scene of the
fiercest fighting in the offensive.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the
attack on Adora and the as-
sailants appeared to have es-
caped. Israeli media said two
gunmen had entered a house in
Adora and fired on a sleeping
couple before moving to another
house and opening fire.

Reuters
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Annan turiis down Israel,

Jenin panel to reach soon
(\,é\B\ United Nations % [

24 APRIL N\ \y \

N SECREPTARY-general Kofi Annan has reject-

l | ed Israeli dgmands for changes and delay to

the panel on Jenin refugee camp saying he

expects the team to arrive in West Asia by Saturday

even as the Security Council called for “fast imple-

mentation” of resolution 1405 and warned Israel not
to harm Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

Diplomats on Tuesday said both the US and UN
officials were surprised by the Israeli demand as they
had thought that Israel would not object to the com-
position of the team after agreeing to admit a fact-
finding team headed by former Finnish president Mart-
ti Ahtisaari. Israeli ambassador Yehuda Lancry told
Annan that Tel Aviv wanted more military and
counter-terrorism experts added to the three-mem-
ber team and an investigation of Palestinian terrorist
activities in the refugee camp.

While agreeing to delay the departure, Annan'’s
office said he expects the team to be in West Asia by
Saturday. Israel, which had earlier agreed to the mis- : v
sion, said it would not allow the panel unless the team IN AN IMPATIENT STATE OF MIND: Secretary
includes military as well as counter-terrorism experts.  General Kofi Annan of UN announces
Annan said the team could be expanded if necessary the appointment of former Finnish
but refused to substantially change its composition. Prime Minister Martti Ahtisaari as

Diplomats say Israel wants to renegotiate terms of chairman of the Jenin team. — ap
the mission and objects to Cornelio Sommaruga, for-
mer president of the International Committee of Red besieged Arafat’s Ramallah headquarters, the Securi-
Cross, being on the team. Meanwhile, concerned over ty Council, in an emergency meeting told Israel that
the detonation of explosives in a prison close to “there must be no harm to him.” — PTI
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Asrael threatens

to block Jenin

camp investigation by U.N. G\”g\l

JERUSALEM: Israel threatened to block a U.N. mis-
sion to probe its devastating assault on the Jenin
refugee camp, but opened the way for European
envoys to visit besieged Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat on Wednesday.

Israel told the UN. overnight it had changed its
mind and would not admit the fact-finding team to
Jenin unless it included military and counter-terror-
ism experts. Palestinians, who have alleged a massacre
in the camp, responded angrily, saying Israel’s objec-
tions to a mission it had agreed to on Friday showed
it had something to hide.

In the Gaza Strip, Israeli forces killed three
Palestinians who tried to infiltrate the Jewish settlement
of Netzarim on Tuesday night, the army said. Relatives
named the three as Youssef Zaqout, Anwar Hamdouna
and Ismail Abu Nadi, 14-year-old classmates from Gaza
City. UN. secretary-general Kofi Annan said experts
might be added to the team ‘as necessary’ and agreed to
postpone its departure by a day or two. He said in a
statement he still expected the mission to be in the
region by Saturday. Palestinians have said hundreds of
civilians may have been killed in the camp, including

has said it killed only a few dozen gunmen.

Twenty-three Isracli soldiers died in the camp,
scene of the fiercest fighting of the West Bank offen-
sive Israel launched on March 29 after suicide bomb-
ings that killed scores of Israelis.

“We believe the mandate of the fact-finding team
should also cover, not only military operation of
Israel, but theterrorist network which has flourished
in the Jenin refugee camp and which, in fact, generat-
ed the Israeli military operation,” Israel’s U.N. ambas-
sador Yehuda Lancry said in New York.

As Israel raised objections concerning the UN. effort
to clarify events in Jenin, it gave the go-ahead for
European Union foreign policy chief Javier Solana to
visit Mr Arafat, after denying him access to the
Palestinian leader earlier this month, Mr Solana was
due to visit Mr Arafat’s tank-ringed compound in
Ramallah with the EU’s West Asia envoy Miguel
Moratinos and meet Isracli defence minister Binyamin
Ben-Eliezer later in the day. It was not clear if the EU
envoys would also meet Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon, who has declared Mr Arafat an enemy. (agengies)
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DUNITED NATIONS: The UN
curity council has said that it is
determined to send a fact-finding
ission to Jenin despite Israel’s
fefusal to accept it even as it gave a
days extension to secretary general
ofi Annan to persuade Israel on
e issue.
.- “The members of the security
touncil after this briefing remain
rm in their insistence on full
implementation of resolution
1405,” council president Sergei
Lavrov of Russia told reporters.
+ However, he indicated that a
breakthrough in the standoff was
ible. “The members of the coun-
<il expect a positive report from the
Secretary-general on Monday.”
' - Seeking another day, Mr Annan
.expressed the hope that the Israeli

UN is determined (o send
fact-finding team to Jenin

cabinet would reverse its decisio
at its meeting on Monday and
would agree to it. '

However, diplomats said Mr
Annan could also send the mission
without approval of Israel but that
would hamper the team’s work as
Tel Aviv and its officials would not
cooperate.

UN under—secretary-general(fb'r‘

political affairs K.P. Gast told an
emergency meeting of the council
on Sunday that Mr Annan’s priori-
ty is to get the three-member team
as early as possible.

The council, he said, is very sup-
portive of Mr Annan but is feeling
frustrated.

At along meeting on Sunday, the
Israeli cabinet voted to refuse
cooperation with the mission. (er)
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UN proposes action

plan for a

HG©

Madrid, April 15

WITH THE world’s population
of people 60 or older expected to
triple to two billion by 2050, del-
egates from 160 nation$ have
vowed to defend the health and

rights of the old, with special -

focus on poor countries, where
the increase will be fastest.
After four days of heated de-

bate in Madrid, a United Na-.

tions Second World Assembly
on Aging agreed unanimously
on Friday to a 44-page plan of
action that lists scores of objec-
tives, including education and
work for the elderly, pension
guarantees, housing and health

care, and the rights of older v,@rnmenm and e;psting United:

women.

“We have put aging ’Qxf the * - Thes

agenda for the 21st” cehtury,”
said Paul Hoeffel, a United Na-
tions spokesman. -

An accompanying”political
declaration outlined shared
principles on how to adjust to
the expected boom in the elder-
ly population over the next 50
years. By the middle of this cen-
tury, the United Nations esti-
mates, one in five people will be
60 or older, and more than two

million people will be 100 orv}8-

er. United Nations officials said
that the demographic shift was

likely to require a correspons

ding change in development aid,
with some of the resources that
had been focused in the 20th
century -on education and em-
ployment for the young moving
into programs more tailored to

\\

the ne s t:.the elderly. “This
confere as aimed at raisihg
awareness thélissue of ag- .
ing,” said Njtin Désai, the Unit-
ed Nations tinder seéretary for:

economic ahd social - affairs; -

who haaded:the conference.’ -
“Now pmnre gr(mps 'will
have a mudii>stronger voice to
ensure -govek¥nments - stick to
these commiitnients.” ‘
_ Developing nations and non-
governmental orgamsatlons
had pressed for the establish-
ment of a special agency to car-
ry out the plan.
But wealthier nations insist-

ed that executing it was the re-

sponsibility of individual gov-

atlo :

\;nw hlghhghted
4problems in developing nations;
where better health care and

‘nutrition will quadruple the-

mumber of the elderly by 2050,
most of them living in rural
poverty.

“In Europe, countries became
rich before they became old,”
said Mohammad Nizamuddin,
director of the United Nations
Population Fund for Asia and
the Pacific. YBut in the develop-
ihg world, eeuintries are gr@w
‘Ing old befofesthey are ric
The United Mations has set a

: goal’ of reduéing by half the
“Humber of people living in

poverty by 2015. -

After delegates from several
countries told stories of har-
rowing neglect and abuse of old-
er people, the United Nations

gemg world

o1

recogmsed for the first time the

need to eliminate violence to-

ward the elderly, particularly
“swomen, -who make up two-
riithirds of that population.

. “There has been a strong fo-
“cus on human rights and elder
abuse,” Desai said. “Before, we
hardly even talked about it.”
With regard to people 80 or old-
er, the world’s fastest-growing
age group, the plan called for
special attention to their med-
ical and nutritional needs. -

It also advocated encouraging
the elderly to work later in life
to ensure that countries’
economies and health systems
" do not collapse.

“Qlder people facing techno-
logical change without educa-
tion or training can experjence
alienation,” the plan said; call-
.ing on countries to “promote lit-
eracy, numeracy and technolog-
ical skills training for older per-
sons and the aging work force.”

It also called for financial in-
centives, more flexible working
hours for older workers and
guaranteed pension rights.

- “The world may find enor-

mous benefits offered by aging,”
‘Desai said, noting that older

people could bring a lifetime of
experience and knowledge to ar-
eas like education.

If the demographic focus of
the 20th century was on educa-
tion and employment for the
young, then the theme for the
21st century will be the elderly,
Desai said.

Reuters
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MADRID, APRIL 8. The U.N. World
Assembly on Ageing is hailing
the “revolution in longevity” as
a triumph of 20th-century ad-
vances in medicine, technology
and human development.

! But such a seismic shift in
ageing also will make unprece-
dented demands on society —
ranging from ensuring ade-
quate pensions, housing and
health care, to protecting the el-
derly from discrimination and
abuse.

Delegates from 160 countries
and international organisations
are meeting on Monday to put
the finishing touches on a plan
' to help Governments prepare
| for the economic and social im-

ﬁf‘gAgeing a global v
challenge, says m%f

pact of a rapidly ase p{)Lula-

tion. “It is clear that We face a
series of urgent and concrete
problems,” the U.N. Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, who is to
deliver the opening address,
said in an interview published
on Sunday.

Rather than simply discuss-
ing the issues, Mr. Annan, who
turns 64 on Monday, said he
hoped delegates would leave
with “new and innovative
ideas” to deal with the challeng-
es ahead, so that older people
can enjoy dignified and reward-
ing lives. Globally, the popula-
tion of people 60 and older is
ifig by 2 per cent each year.
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U.N. asks Is ael to
~ withdraw troops

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 30. The
United Nations Security Coun-
cil passed a resolution today
calling for the withdrawal of Is-
raeli troops from Ramallah and
other Palestinian cities.

The resolution, which was
approved by a vote of 14 to 0,
with Syria not attending the
meeting in protest and leaving
its seat empty, came after a
marathon emergency debate
called by Arab nations after Is-
raeli troops and tanks besieged
the Palestinian leader, Yasser
Arafat’s compound in Ramal-
lah. For the second time in re-
cent weeks, the United States
voted for a resolution on West
Asia, a change from its earlier
stand of either abstaining or ve-
toing any Security Council reso-
lution on the issue. “Chairman
Arafat is the leader of the Pal-
estinian people. His leadership
is now, and will be, central to
any meaningful effort to restore
calm,” the U.S. Deputy Ambas-
sador to the United Nations,
James Cunningham said. He
warned that Mr. Arafat should
not be harmed in any way.

The resolution also asked
both parties to move toward a
meaningful ceasefire and to co-
operate with the United States
special envoy, Anthony Zinni,

* who is in the region to work a

way out of the stalemate. In
New York and in Washington,

senior officials and diplomats
have watched with increasing
concern the Israeli raids on Pal-
estinian cities and the storming
of Mr. Arafat’s office in Ramal-
lah. “Destroying the Palestinian
Authority will not bring Israel
closer to peace,” the United Na-
tions Secretary-General, Kofi
Annan, said referring to the as-
sault on the headquarters of Mr.
Arafat.

The U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, said terrorists|
must not be allowed to thwart|
the peace process. “They don't’
want to see a solution to this
problem. They are determined
to destroy this process, and we
must not let them,” Mr. Powell
told reporters on Friday. “Let’s
be clear about what brought it
all to a halt — terrorism,” he
said. He added that Gen. Zinni
would remain in the region to
work out a ceasefire. The Presi-
dent, George W Bush, moni-
tored the developments in West
Asia at his ranch in Crawford,
Texas. The President is said to
have discussed the situation
with his National Security Ad-
viser, Condoleezza Rice, Mr. Po-
well, the Defence Secretary,
Donald Rumsfeld and the head
of the Central Intelligence
Agency, George Tenet. After its
initial reluctance to get involved
in the peace process, the Re-
publican  administration has

welcomed a recent peace y
-

posal from Saudi Arabia.
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U. N. SUMMIT / U.S. PLEDGES MORE DEVELOPMENT AID

~

o
M%}VTERREY (MEXICO), MARCH 23. Buoyed by
U.S. and European pledges of fresh cash for
impoverished nations after years of declin-
ing foreign aid, world leaders wrapped up a
U.N. summit with a boast that they had laid
the groundwork for a renewed assault on
extreme poverty.

Rich countries and poor have struck a
new bargain to fight poverty, said the Mex-
ican President, Vicente Fox, who hosted the
International Conference on Financing for
Development in the northern industrial
city of Monterrey. “We can speak of a new
commitment between countries in the van-
guard and countries bringing up the rear,”
Mr. Fox told a news conference at the sum-
mit’s end yesterday.

The summit was the brainchild of the
U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, who
wanted to line up the resources for a broad
strategy against world poverty drafted by
the United Nations’ 189 members at their
2000 millennium summit in New York. The
goals include reversing the AIDS epidemic,
providing universal primary school educa-
tion and halving by 2015 the number of
people living on less than a dollar a day.
Some 1.2 billion people now live in extreme
poverty.

The next step in Mr. Annan’s campaign is
to lay out the specific programme required
to achieve those goals, at yet another sum-

Leaders vow to tackle poverty

The U.S. President, George W. Bush
(left), shakes hands with his Mexican
counterpart, Vicente Fox, at the
conclusion of their joint press
conference in Monterrey, Mexico, on
Friday. — AFP

mit opening in Johannesburg in August.
World leaders said the significance of the
Monterrey meeting was that it resulted in a
consensus that wealthy nations had an
obligation to provide more development
aid and slash trade barriers while poor na-
tions were obliged to make sure the money
was well spent. That means fighting corrup-
tion, improving government efficiency, and
assuring that aid leads to measurable re-
sults.

M |

The United States and the European
Union played crucial roles in the meeting’s
success by pledging to increase significantly
their aid commitments, although by much
less than many other nations had hoped.
The U.S. President, George W. Bush,
pledged an additional $10 billion over a
three-year period while the E.U. said its do-
nations would rise gradually over the next
several years, reaching an extra $7 billion a
year by 2006. The United States now gives
about $10 billion a year in development aid,
and the European Union about $25 billion.

Japan, whose $13 billion a year in foreign
aid makes it the world’s largest donor na-
tion, said its troubled economy prevented it
from giving more at this time. While the
overall increases were well below the dou-
bling of foreign aid called for by Mr. Annan
— which would have meant an extra $50
billion a year — rich and poor nations alike
conceded it was a good start.

“We have to be practical,” said the Cam-
bodian Commerce Minister, Cham Prasidh.
“We cannot ask the rich countries to do
more than what they can afford at this mo-
ment. We shall wait for better days. We do
hope those better days will come soon
enough.”

The U.S. commitment was the biggest
surprise at the weeklong conference. —
Reuters
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TU.N. meet

development

MONTERREY (MEXICO), MARCH %9

Organisers of a U.N. conference
on Monday on financing for de-
velopment were breathing eas-
ier about the potential for
violent protests after a demon-
stration against possible local
restrictions on miniskirts fiz-
zled out.

The authorities, warned
about the hooded anarchist
mobs that have plagued other
recent international gatherings,
had prepared for a crowd of as
many as 20,000. Only several
dozen  women, however,
dressed in miniskirts and call-
ing for *‘democracy in the street
and in bed,” marched for
equality jn this Mexican indus-
trial hyb.

The vague threat of limits on

mpy clothing, in the form of
proposed regulations that sur-
faced several years ago but
were never put into effect, was
apparently not serious enough

to overcome a hot midday sun, -

U.N. officials said.

To further dampen the po-
tential for angry mobs, organis-
ers sponsored a five-day forum

ﬁrigevelopment for activists,

to discuss
lfunding

-

encoliragin em to explore
the issues ad of time.
Only abqut 500 people

showed up for the forum al-
though morg than 30,000 had
been expected.

The conference, expected to
draw more than 50 world lead-
ers, some 300 Cabinet members
and thousands of government
officials, business leaders and
activists, aims to come up with
innovative strategies for the
world’s poorest countries to fi-
nance their development
needs. _

The cause has taken on add-
ed urgency following the Sept.
11 suicide airliner attacks on
the United States, which sent
the world economy reeling as
developing nations were al-
ready complaining of being left
behind in the rush toward a
global economy.

The U.N. Secretary-General,
Kofi Annan, proposed the
meeting as a way of pressufting
businesses, banks and invest-
ment firms as well as rich na-
tions to do more to help poor
countries share in the benefits

of globalisation. — Reuters -/
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" 'THE UNIXED NATIONS Security Councﬂ has at
" long last mgde a ringing endorsement of the “vi
. sion” of a Jovereign state that the hapless Pal-
. estinian people can call their own at some future
*date. Now, the United States piloted the Security
"Council’s Resolution 1397, which underlines the
- U.N.’s “affirmation” of this “vision”. As a result, a
gwelcome ideological shift seems to have occurred
in the international political arena towards the
- ‘recognition of a fair settlement of the prolonged
“Israel-Palestinian conflict. Not surprisingly,
. therefore, Resolution 1397 speaks of a future sce-
nario of two states — the existing Israel and a
'possible Palestine — within ‘““secure and recog-
“nised borders”. The immediate context of the Se-
(:unty Council’s proactive role is of two
, dlmensmns — the ballistic pace of the spiralling
- wiolence involving the Palestinians and the Israe-
- 1is at one level and second, the U.S.-led globalised
““campaign” against the politics of terror. The
context itself explains the Council’s definitive call
“for an immediate cessation of such violence. Giv-
,n;n the growing unease among the Islamic nations
over certain percelved aspects of America’s anti-
«Yerror “campaign”, it is easy to understand the
rgency implicit in the U.N.’s advocacy of a Mus-
im-friendly gesture such as the creation of a via-
~ble Palestine state. Suitably emphasised is the
*ﬁ)oint that Israel and a future Palestine state will
mot be incompatible entities. The U.N.’s broad
Hormula for their peaceful coexistence is to be
fgeen in this light. The borders of the two states are
qproposed to be drawn in such a manner as to be
\Vsecure the determination of which will depend
;zm, polmcal and military logistics. An equally im-
‘sportant prescription for peace is that the two
*States be recognised by each other and by the
global community.
On paper, the new U.N. plan is much more
than a mere diplomatic palliative for the current

i TOWARDS A PALESTINE STA'];E? /

crisis of violence that occurs on both sides of the
Palestinian-Jewish schism. Manifest at one level is
the fury of the Palestinians over what they per-
ceive to be America’s heightened patronage of the
Israelis as a direct consequence of its worldwide
“war on terror’. Intersecting the  Palestinian
wrath at another level is Israel’s militarist over-
drive in the name of weeding out the sources of
terror in West Asia. The U.N.’s definitive goal is a
sustainable political solution that can be found
only over time. This is certainly sensible, given the
constraints under which the world body func-
tions. A dominant strand of thought within the
U.N. system at this stage seems to be one of ex-
pecting the U.S. to sort out the basic Israeli-Pal-
estinian dispute and to do so by creating the
framework for the negotiations too.

Significant indeed is the fact that Resolution
1397 pointedly mentions the Tenet work plan for a
possible truce and the Mitchell report regarding a
negotiated settlement. Both these documents are
American contributions, and the U.S. President,
George W. Bush, has spoken of how Washington
“engineered” the finer aspects of this U.N. resolu-
tion. With Mr. Bush calling upon Israel, a long-
time protege of the U.S., to rein in its dispropor-
tionately aggressive militarism, it is becoming
clear that Washington does not want to lose its
leverage in respect of some key sections of the
Arab-Muslim bloc. Washington cannot afford to
alienate itself from this entire bloc even as Mr.
Bush weighs whether his “war against terror”
should be extended to Iraq and Iran besides also
the other alleged “rogue” elements who might be
developing or scouting for weapons of mass de-
struction. Israel itself is increasingly becoming
vulnerable in this situation. Whatever be Mr.
Bush’s calculations in seeking to reassure the
Arabs, the question of a future Palestinian state is

a just cause to espous%
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GENEVA, MARCH 4. Swiss voters
have approved joining the rest
of the world as members of the
United Nations after sitting on
the global sidelines for more
than five decades.

The voters gave the referen-
dum for U.N. membership a
comfortable 55-45 per cent ap-
proval, but the crucial second
hurdle _ approval by at least
half the number of the country’s
cantons (States} _ received a
much narrower 12-11 result.
Major issues need the double
approval of a nationwide major-
ity and that of at least 12 of the
country’s 23 cantons.

The small cantons _ most of
them German-speaking _ voted
heavily against joining the Unit-
ed Nations. But the French-
speaking cantons of the west
and key German-speaking can-
tons of the centre prevailed with
their “yes” vote. It was a sharp
reversal of a similar vote in
1986, when 75 per cent rejected
U.N. membership, backing op-
ponents who said it would let
East-West polarisation during
the Cold War compromise Swiss
neutrality. The Government
pushed the new initiative, be-
lieving that the political climate
had changed since the height of
the Cold War, and that it was
“high time” for the 7 million
Swiss to play a full role in the
world. The country, which will
be the 190th member, had long

REFERENDUM / END TO ISOLATION

Swiss vote to join U.N."’.

The new Russian Director-General of the U.N. in Geneva
(UNOG), Serguel Ordjonikidze (left), the Swiss Ambassador to
the UNOG, Francois Nordmann, and the former Swiss
President, Adolf Ogi, shake hands after the Swiss vote to
become member of the United Nations in Geneva
on Sunday. — AP

refused a place in the world
body, fearing the loss of its cen-
turies-old neutrality. More re-
cently, opponents of the move
have said Swiss membership
would mean having to submit
to the political dictates of the
Security Council.

The Swiss have  practised
forms of neutrality on an off
since the 13th century, but the
principle has been laid down
formally since 1815, when the
Eurepean powers that signed
the Treaty of Paris guaranteed

the “perpetual neutrality”” of the
country. The Swiss themselves
made it part of their 1848 con-
stitution, and treating both
sides in a war even-handedly
has remained a guiding princi-
ple since, although recent his-
torical reviews have said
Switzerland went too far in
helping the Germans in World
War II. The billjonaire industri-

jtion this time, said he
ly regretted” the out-

. interest groups _ feared a no

VvV

come. “It will lead to the weak-
ening of Switzerland,” Mr.
Blocher said. “Freedorh and the
rights of the people will be lim-
ited, and neutrality will at the
very least be deeply damaged.”

The Foreign Minister, Joseph
Deiss, assured voters, “Switzer-
land remains neutral.” “Every-
one stands to gain from this,” a |
Government statement said. |
“Switzerland will now be better
able to safeguard its interests
and assume its responsibilities |
in the world.” The Government |
_and Swiss industry, banks and

vote would will make Switzer-
land an international outcast
with a reputation for being self-
ish and uncaring. “Today is a
great day for Switzerland,” said
Mr. Deiss. But the President,
Kaspar Villiger, said he was con-
cerned the cantonal vote was so
close and said it indicated a
“malaise” that had to be studied
and taken seriously.
Switzerland has no move to
join any military alliance, such |
as the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganisation. But the Government
does have a longer-term goal of
joining the European Union,
which is expected to encounter
even tougher resistance. But
Mr. Deiss said the U.N. vote had
“nothing to do with entry into

the EU.” that Europe pol-
icy would e taken up later.—
AP
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/Arabs not\/to move
motion at U.N.

H D - l/g By Sridhar Krishnaswami l /b

UNITED NATIONS, FEB. 28. At least for the time being Arap nations are
not pursuing a Resolution on the ongoing crisis in West Asia. It is
believed that the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, has told his
delegation not to pursue a Security Council Resolution on the
subject. And for all practical purposes much would hinge on how
the Palestinians wish to go about.

One reason for the stance of the Arab delegates vis-a-vis a Coun-
cil Resolution may have to do with the upcoming meeting of the
Arab League in Beirut; and the subject could be taken up afresh
once after the meeting is over. Another is the recently-floated
proposal by Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Abdullah, calling for Is-
rael’s return to pre-1967 borders in return for full Arab diplomatic
recognition. The Saudi proposal, which has seen positive state-
ments from Mr. Arafat and some enthusiasm from the U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, does not seem to have the backing of all
Arab nations. And the impression here is that the full backing from
the Arab League countries may be difficult given the range of
opinions that exist on the West Asia peace.

For instance, Syria has taken the position here that what is called
for at this juncture is political will on the part of Israel, not more
initiatives. At the United Nations, Arab countries appeared to give
the impression that they did not wish to pre-empt what was going
to take place at the Arab League meeting. There is no question of
the fact that the Arab nations are trying to get a Security Council
Resolution on West Asia in a manner that will not attract a veto by
the U.S. The Bush administration has not threatened a veto, but it
is obvious that any harsh condemnation of Israel will not be ap-
proved by the U.S. In fact, the top American diplomat at the world
body has argued that the Security Council cannot solve the issues
between the Israelis and Palestinians. And the British have made it
known that if the Council has to act effectively, it must “speak
unanimously”’.

Meanwhile, in an interview to The New York Times, Mr. Arafat, in
praising the Saudi peace proposal as a “very strong platform” for a
comprehensive West Asia peace, has called for a “very quick push
}om outside”. He maintained that the Saudi plan needed the
T endorsement of Europe, Russia and the U.S.

PTI reports:

Saudi Arabia surprised world community by launching a blister-
ing attack on Israel charging it with ““systematic terrorism’ despite
Riyadh’s peace plan for West Asia, unveiled recently.

Addressing the U.N. Security Council here last night, the Saudi
Ambassador, Fawzi bin Abdul Majeed Shobokshi, accused Israel of
the “worst forms” of pressure, persecution, racism and occupa-
tion. He said Israel was indulging in “systematic terrorism,” and
was defying the most fundamental human rights as also interna-
tional opinion.

The speech drew sharp reaction from Israelis, who said it was
confrontational and said it did not contribute to the cooling of
passions. He justified Palestinian actions since September 2000,
when the latest round of violence broke out, saying it was resist-
ance to occupation and a counter to Israeli “violence.”

-

The Egyptian Foreign Minister, Ahmed Maher (right) and the
European Union envoy, Javier Solana, joke together as they
simulate a hug during a meeting In Cairo on Thursday. Mr.
Solana arrived in Egypt for talks to maintaln momentum for a
Saudl plan to restart West Asia peace talks. — Reuters
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w " By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, FEB. 26. The U.N. Secre-
tary-General, Kofi Annan, who
met the British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair here on Monday, has
warned against any military at-
tack on Iraq saying such an ac-
tion would be “unwise” when
efforts are being made to facil-
itate a return of U.N. weapons
inspectors to Baghdad.

“I don’t think Washington has
taken any decision on what to
do about Iraq. But I am on re-
cord as saying any attack on Iraq
at this stage would be unwise,”
he said after talks with Mr. Blair
amid growing speculation over
U.S. plans to extend the war on
terrorism to Iraq, described by
the U.S. President, George W.
Bush as part of an “axis of evil”.
Mr. Annan said he would meet
Iraq’s Foreign Minister, Naji Sa-
bri, in New York early next
month for talks on the return of
weapons inspectors.

His remarks came as critics
stepped up pressure on Mr. Blair
not to be drawn into American
plans, and there was a sharp re-
action from Britain’s European
allies to reports that he was in-
clined to back Washington if
and when it decided to attack
Irag. They cautiofed Britain
against stepping out of line with
the common Européan percep-
tion that any military action
against Iraq would be unjusti-
fied in the absence of any evi-
dence of its links with the

September 11 terrorist attacks.

~Annan warns against
e attack on Iraq

“Only when Europe has a com-
mon foreign and security policy,
as we have a single market and
single currency, will we be taken
seriously,” the German Foreign
Minister, Joschka Fischer said.
He has consistently opposed at-
tempts to broaden the “war”
against terrorism in Afghanistan
to attack other States whom
America regards as “evil”. Until
now, that has also been the Brit-
ish line but increasingly Mr.
Blair is said to be veering around
to the American plans for a “sec-
ond phase” to deal with Irag and
other States seen as a “threat” to
peace.

Britain’s pro-U.S. tilt on the
issue was attacked on Monday
by the German Chancellor, Ger-
hard Schroeder’s Social Demo-
crats Party with its foreign policy
spokesman, Gert Weisskirchen,
describing it as “very regretta-
ble”. The British media high-
lighted his remarks in which he
warned Britain that any unilat-
eral action against Iraq would’
“destroy” the international coa-
lition against terrorism. He said
it would be wrong for Britain to
go ahead without consulting its
European allies. He recalled that
at a mini-summit of European
leaders at Downing Street last
November, it was decided that
instead of pushing for military
action against Iraq, maximum
pressure should be put on it to
co-operate with U.N. weapons
inspectors. Britain should not
depart from that agreement, he
said.
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V. N., Iraq to discuss return of mspectors

By Sridhar Krishnaswamlﬂ siofs in April. The lastltime Mr.

UNITED NATIONS, FEB. 26. The
United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral, Kofi Annan, will be meet-
ing the Iraqi Foreign Minister,
Naji Sabri, in New York on
March 7 to discuss an agenda
that will include the return of
weapons inspectors to Iraq, it
was announced here on
Tuesday.

“The Secretary General ex-
pects to have a focussed dis-
cussion on the implementation
of relevant Security Council
Resolutions, including the re-
turn of U.N. weapons inspec-
tors to Iraq”, a spokesman for
Mr. Annan said here. The meet-
ing between Mr. Annan and Mr.
Sabri will be a one-day affair.
But Baghdad has apparently
made it known that it is inter-
ested in continuing the discus-

Annan had dl?ﬂ:l&ls with

Iraq was in February 2001. With
the Security Council, the major
decision-making body on Iraq,
Mr. Annan did not follow up on
his meetings because no com-
mon position or policy evolved
in the Council. The U.N. weap-
ons inspectors left Iraq in 1998
and Baghdad has not allowed
them back.

The Security Council is deep-
ly divided on how to imple-
ment the Iraqi sanctions with
many permanent membets,
notably Russia and China, un-
happy with the hardline posi-
tions of the U.S. and Britain.
But quietly, the message is get-
ting around to Iraq that it
should abide by the Security
Council Resolutions. The U.S.
adamant that the weapons in-
spectors should get back into

Iraq; and Baghdad has been
equally adamant that it will not
allow the inspectors on West-
ern terms. Among other things,
Iraq has been saying that there
is nothing to be checked and
that seven years of inspection
had revealed nothing
substantive.

In fact, the Bush administra-
tion has been saying that the
previous inspection regimes
have been slack and what was
needed now was a “more in-
trusive” inspection. “If you try
to use the old regime it
wouldn’t work. You would have
to have a much more intrusive
regime and many more inspec-
tors and the Iragis not controll-
ing when they couid come in,
where they could go, what they
could do”, the U.S. Defence
Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld,
said making the point that in

the last three years, Baghdad
has been working on weapons
of mass destruction pro-
grammes.

The Annan-Sabri meeting
will take place at a time when
the Bush administration has
stepped up its rhetoric against
the Saddam Hussein regime
with reports suggesting that the
U.S. is planning a military strike
against Iraq. The President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, in his State of the
Union Address last month, said
that Iraq, Iran and North Korea
constituted the “axis of evil”
and warned that the U.S. will
not remain idle as countries de-
veloped weapons of mass de-
struction. The unilateralism of
American policy has attracted
criticism from allies in Europe
and West Asia which have cau-

tioned Washington againgtact-
ing in haste. /
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Taliban ma do

7

By Arun Mohanty (\\l -
MOSCOW: The United Nations
(UN) has warned that the Taliban
has sufficient manpower and mili-
tary strength to launch an armed
rebellion in the war-ravaged
Afghanistan. ,

A report by the UN Observers
Committee on Afghanistan said
the Taliban still had a sufficient
number of fighters and could
launch an attack with land-to-land
missiles and weapons of mass
destruction. It also cautioned that
the remnants of the Taliban and

P g&i;l to

Al Qaida had th soldiers in the wake of the regime’s
th?eategm the ongoind peace collapse in Kabul. While some
process in Afghanistan. believed that they might

have fled to the inhos-
pitable, barren mountains
of Afghanistan, according
to others, the Taliban cadre
might have merged into the
local population and might
4 be waiting for the right
opportunity to hit back.

The report, prepared b
five experts appointed b
UN secretary general Kofi
Annan, said the Taliban
movement still enjoyed
sufficient support among
the local pod}l)ulzﬁion in th:'i :

untry. India, Russia an
ggmeugther countries had 'The report warned that
expressed apprehension . the uncontrolled flow of
over the sudden, mysterious disap- arms and ammunition to the war-
pearance of thousands of Taliban ring ethnic factions in the country

but not out: UN panel

presented the gravest danger to the
interim administration of Hamid
Karzai. Drawing attention to a
large number of weapons left by
the Soviet army when it pulled
back from Afghanistan in 1989, the
report pointed out that the arms
were now in the hands of the vari-
ous warring factions. Besides, it
observed, when the Taliban forces
retreated from Kabul, they had in
their possession around 100 Grad
missiles, which could be equipped
with chemical or nuclear warheads,
apart from four mobile missile
complex of the Grad class.
Although the Taliban is widely
believed to have a huge chemical
weapons arsenal under its control,
the UN committee has not been
able to determine its location. None
of the narco-laboratories run under
the Taliban control has been found
and the Taliban and Al Qaida may
use the funds generated from these
to finance their arms purchases.
The UN observers also
expressed concern over the fact
that other terrorist outfits such as
the Islam Movement of
Uzbekistan and Chechen militants
were still operating from Afghan
territory. Another worrying factor
is that many terrorist training
camps in Afghanistan have not
been shut down, and opposition
forces could use them to sabotage
peace. “These camps could wreak
havoc in the entire region sur-
rounding Afghanistan,” the UN
warned, recommending the send-
ing of monitoring groups to the
country to ensure that the
are shut down. ans)

17 killed i fire
at video parlour

BEIJING: At least 17 people,
mostly youngsters, were killed in a
big fire in an illegal video parlour
in Tangshan city in north China’s
Hebei province, an official report
said on Monday.

Seven of them were found dead
on the spot, and 10 others died in a
local hospital, a local news agency
said.

The video game parlour was ille-
gally run by aJocal retiree, Ling Fu,
who blocked the door and win-
dows, leaving only a secret gateway
for an entrance, it said. pry
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United Nations, February 9

" THE UNITED Nations aban-
doned 4 1/2 years of negotiations
with’ Cambodia to establish a
court to try Khmer Rouge lead-
ers for genocide on Friday. be-
cause there was no guarantee
the tribunal would be independ-
ent and impartial.

UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan decided to end talks on
UN participation in the court af-
ter the Cambodian Government
made clear that its law setting up
the tribunal would take prece-
dence over any agreement with
the United Nations on the con-
‘duct of the trials.

The UN decision leaves the
Cambodian Government free to
move ahead on its own, or per-
haps with the support of “inter-’
ested States”, to bring the sur-

up on Khmer Rouge trials

viving Khmdr Rouge chiefs to
trial, UN legal counsel Hans
Corell told a news conference.
Cambodia’s UN Ambassador
Ouch Borith said late Friday
that negotiations failed because
the United Nations tried “to dic-
tate the terms of cooperation”.
“My Government is. deter-
mined to go ahead with or with-
out the UN assistahce,” he said
in-a statement. “It is our respon-
sibility to bring those top leaders
of the Khmer Rouge to justice.”
The UN announcement sur-
prised many countries, includ-
ing the US and France, which ex-
pressed hope that the door had
not been shut to a continuing di-
alogue between the United Na-
tions and Cambodia.
Annan dispatched a letter say-
ing that after reviewing the
lengthy negotiations, “the Unit-

ed Nations has concluded that as
currently envisaged, the Cambo-
dian court would not guarantee
independence, irhpartiality and
objectivity, which is required by
the UN for it to cooperate with
such a court,” UN spokesman
Fred Eckhard said. .
Corell said the United Nations
“is especially concerned at the
lack of urgency” shown by the
Cambodian government in the
past 18 months, and fears ““this
lack of urgency could continue,”

‘which will delay justice for the

aging Khmer Rouge leaders.

State Department spokesman

Richard Boucher said “the tribu-
nal is important to help resolve
many of the issues that remain
in Cambodia”.

“We would hope that they
would continue discussions. We
think there are grounds for con-

tinuing their discussions,” he
said. A diplomat at France’s UN
Mission echoed Boucher, ex-
pressing hope that the past con-
structive dialogue “will remain
open”.

Asked whether the United Na-
tions might consider resuming
negotiations, Corell said the sec-
retary-general had made a deci-
sion and “I'm not getting into
any hypothetical situations”.

Annan was asked by Cambo-
dia’s co-prime ministers, Prince
Norodom Ranariddh and Hun
Sen, in June 1997 for assistance
in bringihg to justice those re-
sponsible for genocide and
crimes against humanity during
the communist Khmer Rouge’s
1975-79 rule, when 1.7 million
people died because of diseasg,
overwork, starvatioh and exg€u-
tion.




NEW YORK, Feb. 7. — UN sec-
retary general Mr Kofi Annan
_has offered the world body’s help
to bring India and Pakistan to-
gether fot talks even as.the CIA
warned the chance of war be-
tween the two nations was “high-
er than at any point since 1971
and a conventional war, once be-
gun, could escalate into a nucle-
ar confrontation.
Briefing the Security Council
yesterday on his trip to Pakistan
and some other Asian countries,
Mr Annan said New Delhi and

Islamabad must start talking to
resolve their differences, includ-
ing the issue of Kashmir.

There was a “need not only for
immediate military de-escalation,
but also for sustained dialogue to
resolve this situation so there will
not be another crisis for some
time”. The secretary general said
he had offered his services to both
the countries to get talks started.

In Washington, CIA director
general Mr George Tenet told
Senate Intelligence Committee
“the chance of war between the-
se two nuclear-armed states is
higher than at any point since

1971.” Testifying before the com-
mittee, he said. “Bdth India and
downplay-
ing the risks of nuclear conflict in
the current crisis. We are deeply
concerned, however, that a con-
ventional war — once begun —
could escalate into a nuclear
confrontation. We have continu-
ing concerns both sides may not
be done with nuclear testing.”
The director general said al-
though the 11 September attacks
highlighted the challenges India-
Pakistan relations pose for US
policy, the attack on the Indian
Parliament was even more desta-

ANNAN OFFERS UN HELP TO RESTART INDO-PAK TALK§/ |

Danger of nuclear war, warns CIA

bilising resulting as it did in new
calls for military action against
Pakistan, and subsequent mobili-
sation on both sides. “If India

were to conduct large-scale of- .

fensive operations into PoK,
Pakistan might retaliate in the
belief that its nuclear deterrent
would limit the scope of an Indi-
an counterattack,” he said.

The Musharraf government’s
abandonment of a decade of sup-
port for the Taliban represent a
fundamental political shift with
inherent risks because of the mili-
tant Islamic and anti-US senti-
ments existing in Pakistan, he said.

.
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Iraq ready for

unconditiona

talksW

New York, February 5 .

IRAQ IS ready to hold talks
“without preconditions” with
the Secretary General of the
United Nations, it was an-
nounced last night, in a sign that
Saddam Hussein is beginning to
buckle under increased military
pressure from Washington.

Kofi Annan received the offer
of unspecified “dialogue” dur-
ing a meeting in New York yes-
terday with Amr Moussa, the
secretary general of the Arab
League, the UN said.

It was not clear what would be
discussed, or whether the an-
nouncement heralded the return
of UN weapons inspectors to
Iraq after an absence of three
years. But Annan would find a
date in his diary to “discuss im-
plementation of relevant securi-
ty council resolutions” with a
delegation from Baghdad, ac-
cording to a UN statement.

Talks between Annan and rep-
resentatives of Saddam’s regime
broke down last February when
Iraq demanded the lifting of
sanctions against the country,
imposed after its invasion of
Kuwait in August 1990, as a pre-
condition for continued dialogue.

The UN Security Council has
refused to lift the sanctions until
Iraq can demonstrate that it is
no longer seeking to build its
chemical, nuclear or biological
weapons capability. But a CIA re-
port released last week said it
had probably spent the past
three years doing just that.

The move follows President
Bush’s State of the Union address
last Tuesday, in which he singled
out Iraq as part of an “axis of
evil”, along with North Korea and
Iran, which are developing
weapons of mass destruction.

The momentum for US action
against Saddam has increased in
recent weeks with even the more
cautious State Department offi-
cials said to be questioning how
and when Washington would
take action but not if it should oc-
cur. Iraq’s announcement is part

th

“ Saddam Husoln

of a concerted effort by Baghdad
to improve its world standing and
erode international support for
military action against it.

Iragi Government officials
have met with Russian, Chinese,
Arab and EU diplomats in recent
weeks, and Saddam has also of-
fered concessions to Kuwait on

the fate of prisoners seized dur- |

ing the Gulf War.

Last week the Iraqi dictator
said he would allow a UN human
rights inspector to visit Iraq for
the first time in 10 years. Europe’s
sceptical response to Bush’s
speech, spearheaded yesterday by
the German Government, sug-
gests the effort may be paying off.
Representatives of Saddam’s Gov-
ernment also met with Swiss offi-
cials, agreeing to reopen Bagh-
dad’s embassy in Switzerland af-
ter a closure of 11 years. -

The regime also continues to
pursue closer relations with
Iran, the neighbour with which
it fought a bloody eight-year war
in the 1980s. Direct flights will
soon resume between -the two
countries for the first time in two
decades, and recent months have
seen more releases of prisoners
captured during the war.

Moussa received the go-ahead
to make the talks offer in Bagh-
dad last month, the UN statement
said. He returned “with a mes-
sage from Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein saying the Iragis were
prepared to resume dialogue with
UN without any preconditions”.

The Guardian
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eyond Kabul

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, JAN. 31. The Afghan leader, Hamid Karzai today called on
the United Nations Security Cauncil to expand the peace-keeping force
beyond Kabul to other Afghan cities.

“We hope you would authorise an extension and expansion of the
mandate of this force,” Mr. Karzai told the 15-member Security Council.
It is the first time that the Afghan leader has explicitly called for a change
in the mandate of the multi-national force. “The extension of presence of
multinational forces in Kabul and expanding their presence to other
major cities will signal the ongoing commitment of the international
community to peace and security in Afghanistan,” Mr. Karzai said. The
Security Council authorised the force last December but restricted its
activities to Kabul as sought by the interim Government. It is believed
that Mr. Karzai and others in his interim administration have changed
their position, in part due to the resurgence of warlords.

There are presently 2,500 peace-keeping troops stationed in Kabul. If
the force were to be extended to other cities, it would mean a significant
change in numbers. According to one estimate, around 35,000 troops will
be required. Apart from the fact that any change in operations will re-
quire the Security Council to adopt a new resolution, it is not sure if the
countries currently contributing to the force will be keen on adding
personnel. In fact, the immediate response of the Council has been in
general terms and not specifically addressing Mr. Karzai's request. The
United States, for instance, has made it known that it will not participate
in the peace-keeping force although Mr. Karzai wanted it.

The President, George W Bush, was clear that his administration would
be involved in activities other than contributing to the multinational
force. Western nations, by and large, are more willing to train the police
and military forces of Afghanistan. Mr. Karzai, who flew into New York
from Washington after attending the President’s State of the Union Ad-

.. gress on Tuesday night, visited Ground Zero. “The Afghans understand

: erica’s pam,« M. Karzai said, adding that the people who committed

" 'ih"é crime in NéwYork did the same in Afghanistan against the Afghan
people. “They were against life itself,” the Afghah leader said. /

Karza W/f/|6wants U.N. troops
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Hands o
warns

KABUL, .
25.— UN Secreta-
ry -General Mr
Kofi Annan today
warned Afghanis-
tan’s neighbours
against interfering
in the war-ravaged
country’s affairs
SO as to give it a
chance to recover.
Mr Annan told
a news conference
in Kabul that the
UN. had been *
stressing to neigh-
bouring governments “that they
should not interfere irr Afghani-
stan, that they should not repeat
the errors of the past and that we
should all work in the same direc-
tion, and I hope that is what will
happen.” “Most of them have giv-

3

ff Kabul,

gl
Annan ™!

en us their assurance that they
are going to work with us to en-

sure a peaceful and
© stable Afghanistan,
and that is what we
need,” he said, alo-
ngside interim Af-
ghan Prime Minis-
ter Mr Hamid Kar-
zai. In Cuba, US
legislators arrived
at the controversial .
detention centre
today eager to le-
amn if captured fig- _
hters of the Afghan
war are providing
useful Intelligence
for the US-led war on terrorism.
Meanwhile, Washington has de-
cided to release over $200 mil-
lion worth of blocked Afghan
gold and other assets which will
shortly be turned over to the in-
terim government.

~
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"UN resolutions cannot

solve J&

Mubashir Zaidi a ,0\
Islamabad, January 24 \’( \
UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan today made it clear to
Pakistan that United Nations
Security Council resolutions
could not solve the Kashmir dis-
pute without dialogue.

Annan ruled out the possibility
of transforming the UN ob-
servers in the region as peace-
keepers. “Yes there are Security
Council resolutions but they are
not automatically self-implement- -
ing. In fact you need to get the par-
ties to co-operate,” he said.

“There have been many
instances where Security Coun-
cil resolutions have served as the
basis but at the end of the day the
parties have to talk and resolve
their differences. The resolu-

tions are there and I hope the

parties will find it helpful when
they sit to resolve their differ-
ences,” Annan said.

KOFi ANNAN

On the UN peacekeepers in the
region, Annan said: “You would
need another resolution for that
by the Security Council and I
don’t see it happening now.”

Annan also stressed the need
for military de-escalation and
easing of tension and called
upon India and Pakistan to initi-
ate a sustained and determined
dialogue to resolve all issues

K row: Annan
Wi

including Kashmir peacefully.

Phone bar in PoK: The authori-
ties in PoK have barred the pub-
lic call offices from making tele-
phone calls to India, including
Jammu and Kashmir, for “secu-
rity reasons”.

A written directive from the
authorities has been circulated
among the PCOs in the area, ask-
ing them to inform the nearest
police station, military police or
any intelligence agency about
the person who shows up to book
a call for any number in India.

“This is your responsibility.
failing which action will be taken
against you and no explanation
will be expected,” the directive
warned.

For the local telephone sub-
scribers the facility of interna-
tional dialing has also been sus-
pended rendering the holders of
the facility unable to make4dny
international call.
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“Build on Musharraf’s
_, steps, says Annan, _

By B. Muralidhar Reddy H# DTof the opportunity to

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 23. The United
Nations Secretary-General, Kofi
Annan, said here tonight that
there was need for India and Pa-
kistan to build on the steps taken
by the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, to defuse the tension
between the two countries.

Mr. Annan, who arrived here
tonight on a two-day visit to dis-
cuss among other things the In-
do-Pak. tension and the situation
in Afghanistan, said he was

| pleased with the January 12 ad-
dress of Gen. Musharraf to the
people of Pakistan. “It is an im-
portant speech and a step in the
right direction. We need to build
on it to defuse the current ten-
sion”, he said.

Mr. Annan would meet Gen.
Musharraf tomorrow and is later
scheduled to hold a news confer-

| ence along with the Pakistan For-
eign Minister, Abdul Sattar.

A U.N. spokesman said Mr. An-
nan was likely to reiterate his ap-
peal to India and Pakistan to sit
across the table to resolve all their
differences and emphasise the ur-
gent need for reduction of ten-
sion. )

Pakistan is bound to make use

e an ap-
peal to Mr. Annan to grevail upon
India to withdraw its troops from
the frontline positions and agree
for a dialogue with Islamabad for
resolution of all differences.

Mr. Annan would be here on his
way back from Tokyo where he
attended the Afghanistan Recon-
struction Conference on January
21 and 22. On -January 25, he
would be heading to Kabul and
then on to Teheran.

Mr. Annan’s last visit to Pakis-
tan was disappointing to the
Musharraf Government as the
Secretary-General made a blunt
statement on his arrival that the
U.N. resolutions on Kashmir were
“not enforceable” and that India
and Pakistan should sit across the
table to resolve the dispute.

Visit to India dropped

Mr. Annan wanted to include
India in his itinerary but had to
drop the plan after New Delhi in-
dicated that the dates were not
suitable.

A U.N. spokesman said this at a
press conference here, answering
a question on whether Mr. Annan
could play a meaningful role
without visiting New Delhi.
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“Security Counc

Pak plea for inte

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 10 JANUARY

AKISTAN’S ATTEMPT to seek
UN Security Council inter-
vention in easing Indo-Pak
tensions ended in a whimper with
the UN Security Council rejecting
its plea. Instead, it delivered a point-
ed snub to Islamabad by asking it
to rein in the terrorist groups oper-
ating in Jammu & Kashmir.
Coming as it does in the wake
of the desire expressed by the US
that Pakistan should take more
steps to curb the activities of jeha-
di outfits operating from its soil, the
two developments must have come
as a damper to General Pervez

Musharraf’s efforts to deflect the . |

international pressure on India.
At a meeting with the UNSC
president — Mauritian ambassador
Jugdish Koonjal Dharmachand —
the Pakistan’s permanent repre-
sentative, Mr Shamshad Ahmed
Khan, sought the Council’s inter-
vention in easing Indo-Pak tensions
that had emerged in the wake of
the December 13 attack on Parlia-
ment. “There is no support for Pak-
istan’s request among the Security
Council’s 15 members, who stressed
that it is a bilateral issue and needs

\r

ANNAN: HANDS OFF

to be resolved between the two

countries,” council diplomats said.

“The immediate issue is the
need for Pakistan to crack down on
terrorist groups which have been
operating in Kashmir and killing
innocent people,” they said.

The stand taken by the UN
Security Council is in consonance
with the line taken by the Vajpay-
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rvention

ee government that the Musharraf
regime should first take firm and
concrete action against the jehadi
outfits operating from Pakistan
before any dialogue between the
two countries can be resumed.
Mr Dharmachand briefly men-
tioned his meeting with the Pak-
istani ambassador during a closed
door meeting under “other mat-
ters” after the Council had finished
the day’s business late on Tuesday.
Council diplomats said there
was no discussion on the issue as
none of the members evinced any
interest. Mr Dharmachand made a
routine mention, as he always does
to the Council members about his
meetings. The normal practice is
that if members show interest on
any issue, it is followed by a dis-
cussion. The members responded
to the presidential mention by
observing a complete silence. The
issue was over in less than one
minute, the Coundil diplomats said.
The UN Security Council’s posi-
tion is not unprecedented. Last year,
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan,
while touring the region, remarked
in Islamabad that the Kashmir UN
resolutions of 1948 had lost their
relevance, mainly because of their
non-enforceability.
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