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LONDON, DEC. 11. Cherie Blair, the belea-
guered wife of the British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, has publicly apologised for deal-
ing with a convicted conman who helped
her negotiate the purchase of two flats re-
cently, but she remained defiant in reject-
ing allegations of impropriety saying those
who knew her would testify that she would
‘never’ misuse her position in any way.

In an unprecedented public display of
emotions, which critics dismissed as a
‘stunt’, Mrs. Blair broke down in front of
live TV cameras as she spoke of the pres-
sures on her as a mother, wife and a high-
profile barrister.

“I am not a Superwoman,” she said add-
ing, in an emotionally-cracked voice: “The
reality of my life is that I am juggling a lot of
balls in the air...some of the balls get drop-
ped.” And, then, more dramatically, she
said: “Sometime I feel I would like to crawl
away and hide. But I will not.”

This is the first time that the wife of a
British Prime Minister has been forced to
make a public apology which shows just
how seriously the row is viewed in Downing
Street despite attempts to put up a brave
face. Mr. Blair insisted that the sections of
the media had blown it out of all propor-
tions, and said he was ‘proud’ of his wife.

But the Opposition said the jury was still
out on Mrs. Blair, and maintained that only
an independent inquiry couid clear the air.
“Of course you feel sympathy for her...but
we need to know that she has done abso-
lutely nothing wrong.

By Hasan Suroor

lish this,” said a senior Tory leader, David

The British Prime Minister, Tony Blair's
wife, Cherie Bfair, makes a statement
to the press in London on
Tuesday. — AFP

Davis, as Mrs. Blair’s public ratings plum-
meted to a new low.

Mrs. Blair stuck to her denial that she was
aware of the criminal background of Peter
Foster, when she agreed to let him help her
with the purchase of flats in Bristol two
months ago. She said she knew him only as
a friend of her fashion adviser and confi-
dante Carole Caplin.

“Obviously if I had known full details of
Mr. Foster’s past I would not have allowed

Only an independent inquiry will estabyself to get into this situation,” she said.

Mrs. Blair also rejected the allegation

Cherie Blair apologises but 9éf§§!nj

that she\ried to influence the case involv-
ing Mr. Yoster's deportation to Australia
where he is wanted in a fraud case. Appar-
ently it is this allegation which forced her to

. break her silence because as a barrister this

could damage her reputation and prospec-
ts.

She said she spoke to Foster’s solicitors
and checked out the name of the judge who
is to hear his appeal against deportation in
order to reassure Ms. Caplin that “normal
process was being followed”.

“I emphatically did not try influence this
one way or another, I was simply trying to
help my friend Carole find out the facts.... It
is now being suggested tonight that be-
cause I publicly checked the available court
list for the name of the judge 1 somehow
acted improperly. I did not,” she said.

Mrs. Blair said throughout the controver-
sy her only concern was to “protect my
family and to help my friend Carole..I am
sorry if I have embarrassed anyone.”

The apology climaxed ten days of nation-
wide media frenzy led by the rabidly anti-
Blair Mail group of newspapers and sup-
ported by right-wing sections of the media
such as The Daily Telegraph which main-
tained this morning that despite her brav-
ura performance — “part wounded mother,
part Clintonesque hairs-splitter” — Mrs
Blair “failed to put herself above suspi-
cion”.

Mrs. Blair’s apology is widely seen as a
belated damage-limitation exercise but
questions about her judgement remained.
And the one question on everyone’s mind
was as to whether Mr. Blair himself was
aware of his wife’s dealings with a fraudster
and if so, to what extent.




/F reshr

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, DEC 4. As a fresh row
erupted over the continuing
high level of immigration into
Britain, the Home Secretary,
David Blunkett, accused the far
Right of trying to create a ‘scare’
by evoking apocalyptic visions
of immigrants swamping the
country.

Mr. Blunkett, though himself
seen as a hardliner on the issue,
reacted strongly when during a
heated exchange in the Com-
mons the Tories seized on the
recent rise in asylum applica-
tions to warn of a ‘disaster’ if the
Government did not get its act
together — and fast.

His remarks that the Tories’
attitude smacked of the scare
tactics of the “far Right” were
denounced as ‘arrogant’ and
‘offensive’ by Tory MPs who in-
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sisted that the Govemmen\;S
immigration and asylum policy
was in a shambles.

The clash followed the publi-
cation of new official figures
showing a sharp increase in asy-
lum applications, and Mr. Blun-
kett’s announcement that
Britain had agreed to accept up-
to 1,200 inmates of the Sangatte
refugee camp in France when it
closes down at the end of this
month.

The decision was attacked by
critics who said it would add to
the pressures on an already
‘creaking’ immigration system.

“Why should 1,200 people be
suddenly, at the wave of a
Home Office wand, trans-
formed from asylum seekers in-
to work seekers granted permits
ahead of others” asked one Op-
position MP.

The shadow home secretary,

Oliver Letwin, th }n t moder-
ate of Tory leadefs, said unlaw-
ful immigration | had reached
‘record’ levels and warned that
if asylum applications contin-
ued to increase at the current
rate “the present crisis will turn
into a disaster”’.

Another moderate Tory lead-
er, Francis Maude, said though
there was a case for “selective
and controlled economic mi-
gration” and for giving asylum
to people genuinely fleeing per-
secution in their own countries,
tough measures were needed to
discourage bogus applicants. ||

Race and  immigration
groups, however, attacked at-
tempts to ‘demonise’ immi-

grants and warned against a
“return to Powellism” — a ref-
erence to Enoch Powell, the To-
ry leader who led a bitter racist
campaign in the late sixties
against unchecked
immigration.

They said that far from being
a burden, immigrants contrib-
uted to the British society with
much of the service sector al-
most entirely dependent on
them.

“Let us have a 48-hour strike
of immigrants and their offspr-
ing and see what happens to
this ungrateful nation without

cleaners, doctors, lawyers, wait-
ers, nannies, actors, ushers, cur-
ry cooks, bouncers, drivers,
teachers.....,”” said Yasmin Alib-
hai Brown, a leading commen-
tator on race issues.

Despite Tory criticism, the
Blair Government is widely seen
to have a tough line on asylum
and Mr Blunkett himself has

been accused of following a
right-wing agenda on the issue.
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,/L/abour anti-war faction calls on PM to

e

reject Iraq action

Hawkish Blair faces revolt

ANDREW CAWTHORNEY

Blackpool (England), Sept. 30
(Reuters). Prime Minister Tony
Blair faced a revolt today from
rebel members of his ruling
Labour Party over London's
hawkish, pro-American stance
onIraq.

A motion put forward by the
anti-war faction at Labour’s an-
nual conference in the northern
seaside town of Blackpool chal-
lenged Blair “to reject armed ac-
tion, and... not to support mili-
tary intervention in Iraq”.

While not expected to pass,
the motion was nevertheless
proving a focal point for a faction
of Labour legislators upset at
Blair’s support for US President
George W. Bush’s build-up of
pressure on Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein.

“It’s come to something when
the Labour leader takes the side
of the most Right-wing Republi-
can faction in the US,” one of
those legislators, George Gal-
loway, said.

He and more than 50 other
Labour members also voted
against Blair in an emergency
debate on Iraq in parliament last
week and helped lead 150,000
people at a weekend peace rally
in London.

Blair was set to hear out his
critics, but made clear on the eve
of the conference he would not

£
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Prime Minister Tony Blair with his deputy John Prescott at
the opening session of the Labour party conference at
Blackpool, England. (AFP)

waver on Iraq. “I hope he (Sad-
dam) can be forced by interna-
tional pressure, but if notthen
we have to be prepared as an in-
ternational community to force
him to do it the other way,” he
said. He also won strong support
from his powerful finance minis-
ter Gordon Brown, who was re-
ported to have been troubled by
the economic impact of poten-
tial conflict in the Gulf.

“The strongest mecease muet
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go out to Saddam Hussein from
the international community
that his actions cannot continue.
unchecked and with impunity,”
Brown said in a conference
speech.

London and Washington are
trying to push through a tough
UN Security Council resolution
threatening military action if
Iraq does not renounce weapons
of mass destruction.

Surh a resolution would

P

make Blair’s task of convincing
Britons considerably easier.
Polls show the majority oppose a
US-led attack but would be sup-
portive of UN-backed strikes.

The contentious Irag motion
at Blackpool directly contradict-
ed Blair’s recent dossier on Sad-
dam’s weapons capacity by not-
ing “the view of most western
experts... that little or no evi-
dence exists to substantiate
claims that Iraq possesses
weapons of mass destruction.”

In a reference calculated to
sting stalwarts of the Centre-
Left Labour Party, for whom
South African leader Nelson
Mandela is an icon, the motion
also backed “the call from Nel-
son Mandela not to follow Presi-
dent Bush into a war”.

In what one commentator
called “an entire day of blood-let-
ting,” Blair also faced a rough
ride on the domestic front.

* Angry Labour-affiliated unions

were demanding an inquiry into
the government’s controversial
policy of letting private firms
build and run some key social
services like hospitals.

A motion presented by the
unions, who still wield heavy in-
fluence within the party struc-
ture, criticised the “expensive
unaccountable privatised servic-
es delivered on the back of cuts
to the pay and conditions of vul-
nerable workers.” :
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London, July 25 (Reuters):
British police today raided a
mosgue where an Afghan family
of illegal immigrants had taken
refuge.

They entered the mosque
near Stourbridge in the West
Midlands in the early hours of
the morning to remove Farid
and Feriba Ahmadi and their
two children. “Two people un-
lawfully at large in the UK have
been detained prior to their re-
moval from the UK,” a home of-
fice spokesman said.

The couple were taken away

and their children are now being -

looked after by family friends.

The family took refuge in the
mosque after home office offi-
cials said they must go to Ger-
many where their original asy-
lum claim was made. In May,
Britain tightened its immigra-
tion laws as figures showed it
had received 19,520 asylum appli-
cations in the first quarter of the
year and that 75 per cent were re-
jected. Nearly 3,000 failed asy-
lum seekers were removed from
the country in that time.

Stealing Camelot

British politicians are scrapping:

over the site of King Arthur’s fa-

Afghan alien Feriba Ahmad
looks pensive after being re-
moved from a mosque in Lye,
England, on Thursday. (AFP)

bled Camelot, making conflict-
ing claims that the legendary
monarch lived in their. cof-
stituency.

Several MPs are caught up in
the squabble, triggered by news
that Oscar-winning film maker
Steven Spielberg wants to pro-

osque

duce a television mini-series
about the Arthurian court.

' “I have read the exaggerated
and ' incorrect stories about
Arthur with some interest...,”
Martyn Jones, MP for Clywd
South in Walés, said in a
stitethent to the House of Com-
Inﬁn& W oot

HegH decided to set the record

stfaight in Parliament by refut-

ing® thise spurious claims.
Arfiur’s tonnections are with
the¥alé-of Blangollén — it’s as
simplets that,” he said.

David Heath, who represents
Somerton and Frome in south-
west England, insisted on
Arthur’s supposed connections

to his constituency, saying Som-
erset would be “an 1deal 1ocat10n
for filming”. B3

Not be be outdene; Robert
Key, the Member forSalisbury in-
southern England, “deplores
any attempt to rewrite history”.
Arthur was, of course, linked to
the Wessex region in which Sal
isbury stands.

There is actually no conclu-
sive.evidence that Arthur was
British, or even a real historical
figure, so Spielberg may choose
to save on air fares ard make the
series in the States.

THE TELEGRAPW
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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JULY 24. The British
Government today warned the
IRA and other sectarian para-
military groups in Northern Ire-
land that it would not tolerate
any more breaches of the cease-
fire, and those who persisted in
instigating violence would face
the “full force of the law”.

In what was seen as a pointed
reference to the IRA, the Prime
Minister, Tony Blair, said that
henceforth even preparation for
violence such as acquisition of
weapons and training would be
regarded as a breach of cease-
fire and deait with a firm hand.
There would be no ‘acceptable’
or ‘tolerated’ levels of violence,
and the assessment of whether
a group was observing the terms
of the Good Friday agreement
would become more rigorous
over time,

Mr. Blair's warning in the
Commons on Wednesday came
amid fresh concerns over the
future of the peace process fol-
lowing renewed violence in Bel-
fast recent weeks. He resisted
pressure from Unionists to an-
nounce action against IRA and
Sinn Fein but made clear that
Republicans must do more to
inspire confidence in their com-
mitment to the peace process.

Ahead of his statement, the
Unionists threatened to expel
Sinn Fein, the political arm of
IRA, from Northern Ireland’s
coalition government for its

YHE HINDy

‘failure’ to rein in the IRA .They
accused the IRA of re-engaging
in violence and secretly re-arm-
ing itself while claiming to be
committed to the peace proc-
ess. The Prime Minister was
seen to have had this in mind
when he warned paramilitaries
against engaging in “training,
targeting, and acquisition of
weapons’’.

The Sinn Fein leader, Gerry
Adams, however, blamed loyal-
ist paramilitary groups for the
latest burst of violence that, in
the past one week, has resulted
in a series of clashes and the
death of a Catholic youth in Bel-
fast. “The reality is that Catholi-
cs are being killed in Belfast and
there is a planned, organised
campaign by loyalists against
Catholics,”he said. It was

25 U1
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wrong, he added, to ‘focus’ on
IRA when loyalist groups were
on a “killings spree”.

Caught up between compet-
ing pressures, Mr. Blair called
on all sides to put an end to the
cycle of violence. Immediately
afterwards, the Northern Ire-
land Secretary, John Reid,
warned that if the violence was
not stopped Northern Ireland
could return to the darkest days
of the Troubles. The Unionists
were not satisfied with the Gov-
ernment’s response which, they
said, did not meet their con-
cerns about IRA’s activities. The
Sinn Fein warned that it would
oppose any attempt by Union-
ists to thrown them out of the
Government. They said they
would respond to such threats
in a “very critical way”’.
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47(\ Far Right wins municipal polls in Brltal

he extremist, anti-immigrant British National Party (BNP)

shocked Britain’s political establishment recently when it
won its first council seat in nine years in the municipal polls.
The BNP like most fascist parties sees itself as a patriotic,
nationalist- party, which considers Britain the rightful home
only of whites of Anglo-Saxon origins, and does not accept the
. new multi-cultural face of British society. After the railings of
Enoch Powell in the seventies when he demanded that
immigration be stopped and British blacks and Asians be
repatriated to the land of their origin, no real far-right leader
had emerged until the current BNP chief Nick Griffen.
However the urbane, Oxford-educated Griffen has been
cleverer than Powell in that as a temporary tactic he has tried
to co-opt communities across the colour barrier. He has
declared that the BNP is only against “minority Muslims”,
hoping to divide what was once the monolith British Asian
community. The strategy is insidious in that it hopes to
persuade the British Sikhs and Hindus to lead the fight against
the subcontinental Muslim and break Asian solidarity.

The recent electoral success of the BNP has been in the
rundown northern town of Burnley, which is still simmering
from the race riots of last summer. Inhabited by a large]
community of Muslims who originate from both Pakistan and|
India, Griffen’s party launched a hate campaign last year in
which they accused the government of pampering the Asian
areas and ignoring white ghettoes. A BNP meeting therg
sparked off the race riots. There are many parallels, which car
be drawn between the BNP and the Sangh Parivar. The BNP’j
win completes an arc of far right politics emerging across
Europe, which grows from Switzerland, Norway, Denmark,
Belgium, the Netherlands to Le Pen in France. While the
BNP’s success in numerical terms may be very small — only
three seats out of a total of the 6,000 up for grabs across Eng-
land — the other political parties are seeing the win as a
significant warning shot. Fascists need to be beaten back
wherever they appear — and that includes the indigenous
brand that have taken hold in Gujarat.




E\\ ‘purnole awin 1Xau njme,
arourio] ® aq pnoo s3umnyp passaippe jou
9I9M SaNSST [Ba1 JI JBY) PAIEM NG PIes 101
~BJUSLIWO) dUO , ‘Uonoeal dwued e si 3y,
‘paderdsiar a1am usg ua SuI
-BIN-Uea[ yum suosiredurod pue aoueurioy
-13d s,ANg 2y 01 Sunoeai-19A0 a1am Aoy
JeY) suas B Os[e sem 31 ‘,afeurep, a
foams o) paddnns senred reonijod sy
‘sawroy yueidywun o) Supurod pres ueuwrom
aua ,‘a19y ardoad asap juem juop I,
‘sjuedruuurn o1 Suro, sem uoidar sajoym
oz Burdojeaap uo juads uaaq saey pmoys
ey Aouowl Jyl JBY) pue SANIUNIIUIOD
weBroun  Sumadured, sem juswIUISAcY
ay1 18] aur] S, N P09 os[e Auews Ing
‘umop 11 Sunq
0} pastwold pey gNg Sy Uyomym ‘xel o
-unod Y3y 1040 A13ue a1am £3Y) pres surog
‘epuade 1sper s, JNg Sursiopua AIessaosu
j0u pue sonnod wesnsurews surede Sunsay
-oxd Ajduns ardm Aoqy pres Auew ydnoy
‘ANd 0] dn pdois s1910a A10], [euonipen
Ie[oo amym ol SKp Ing WAy} pajys

5 \5 urepug ssodoe s)sajold JNgG-RuUyY

-uaq 9ABY PMOYS ‘DAdI[2q A9Y] IRy} S22INOS
-a1 uo Suiduods, jJo syueidrurun asnooe 01
POPUDI} SABY OUYM SIIIYM SSB[D SUDIOM WIOI]
Buppeq umeip sey Aired a1y ‘A[ewnIoN
) *.S109dsns
[ensn, 9y} JoU 3IB OUYM SIIYM SSE[
-a[pprwi Suowre gNg a3 1oy oddns Jo [aaa]
ay) Je pasudms azam siaarasqo [eoniod
SB UJAJ SIUSPISAI [EJ0] PalBLITYUl W0y,
Yoeq 08 pmoys sjuerdruru yey) Sunsisur
pue usjs A, e Summoys Aspuing noqe Surod
‘agpIn YOIN ‘Iopea] ANE 941 Jo SIS oYL,
‘palousr aq
j0U P[NOd sfeudis SuruIem I} PIISAIUOD 11
S1Bas g9 A} JO IO 231} A[uo uom pey Lred
ayy y3noy) uaal 1eyl o Junurod pres ays
Aqernadsai Jo 19auaa e uo 1nd 03 uidaq
Aay} sjeAS [IOUNO0D 3ATOR A3 UIYM,,

-+ UTBILIg SSOI0® I01I0Y JO 3ABM B, JUaS pey

$355300NS S, dNd 913 pres ‘uol8urssi( aIre
‘uosiodsayods an8ear1 y °passord siaduy
1oy urdasy axam aorjod ayp ySnoy ‘uoou
-I3)Je ay) ur e[ [uUn payiodal sem JULPIO
-ul ou ng °, sizeN ayi doig, pue , dN| 3y}
umop 1nys, :pres YoM sisuueq Suidired

senuad A0 ySnoiyl payorewl SISQUIBW
andea] 1ZeN-nUy o) se Y81y uei sSupaa g
", [NJoORISSIp pue
snorprsur, se udredures , ureyug aiym-[e,,
s,dN| P32unouap ‘9xIe|) pI0T ‘SUMO} I9YIO
pue AoTuIng Ul SIO0L 3JBI S JIWIUWINS ISE] Ul
1i0daI B JO JIOYINe pue a)ESaUTBU SIY J[IYM
‘sau]] 1S[0BI UO SINIUNUIWOD 3y Jrede
urrea), Jo NG Sy PasNIdE ‘aYIe) SATEYD
‘renwIreys Ioqe sy, ‘ AISesIp, © UONO[o
Iiey) pue sIs1ose], wayp Suffed SIOIounod
dNE Pa199[a-AIMau 831yl AP YPIM Iom
10U p[RoM 3y Ppres ‘Appe) iems ‘[ounod
Asquing 8y JO IIPEI[ INOGET ) SB UIAD
‘fatuung Buipnjour . ‘seale  SARISUIS-A[RIO
-BI [RISASS U] P[OY.319M SUOPEBIISUOWA(]
1 doys o3 senred feonrjod 1ofewr 4q piq
pouruiIalep & a)dsap suopod[d [edo0f ul
: Aapumg
JO UMO) PaIBUNIIOP-URISY 31} UT §183S 33IY])
uom (dNg) Aired feuoneN yspug 1ySu-prey
sy 19ye Aep e ‘Aepol ureilg SSOIdE pa
-1s9301d SISIAROE ISIORI-IIUY ¥ AVIN ‘NOANO1T

I00INg uesy

Ag AN
"

VS E HINDL)

Y5 May 9me



* 8210] pIrY), SUISLI B S 2SIN0D UO paurewt
-9l sjeIdOWId( felaqry pue ‘spjoyduons
$11 JO 9WIOS 1SO )1 S U3A paldadxa sem uey)
laneq pip moqeT -ddueuwnopad ayuew

-jI0M, B J1 PO[[ED ‘WRIDUY [9RYDIN ‘UBWL

-1reyo 1sunioy s fyured ayl yinug uesung
ue] ‘Iepea] mau I8yl Ispun ySnoiypesiq
pa1dadxe-yonul e sA3IYOR 0} pafre] 1ng Afe
-uidrewr uonisod mayy pasoxdun seuo],
‘poour ut yIys
Juedyrudis ou Sem 819y ‘SAUNNI0J S, AN Ul
a8msdn ue 3uureq ‘pue suond9fd [erduss
s Jeak 1se] IS}Je 9SIOIAXd [BI10109[ Iofeur
181y 9} sem pue[Budq SSOIde S1BSS [IOUN0D
0009 10} 31s91uU0d ayJ, -, ureyug ur Suruad
-dey aouery, Moge snoias Affeal atem Aot}
J1 o018y puoiaq 08 0) pasu pmom sanred
ureansufeur Jey) paurem SIOJBIUSUIUIOD
pue ‘readde s)1 uopeoiq o3 19pio ur afe
-uxt s A1red sty u9jos 01 patn ay yorym Sur
-mp uSredureds e 1ayye yre1 y8noi sem sy,
. ureig arym-[re,, ue 1oy ysnd
0] anumuod pom N pres pue ydumin,
e se souewiopad s A1red siy paprey ‘Fepeat
dNg pajeonpa-adpuquie]) sy ‘U YOIN
wedong vy sonijod ysnug uo ploy e Sur
-Ye1 19338 uad 97, NP 1sureSe pauIem Sid

-yo1em modqeT juadejdurod ssaf Ing pres sy
,‘s1nsa1 [euy 8y} IsAfeue 0} 108 aAeY M
‘sIspeal pue sajep
-Ipued IsIoel 1Yl pue dNg a1 Aq psuuod
ua3q aaey a[doad aAarfaq [ “1s1oeI st Asyuing
ur NG 941 10J PaloA OUym dUO0LAIaA3 eyl
Aep oy} JOo pua 3y} Je 3AdN[Aq JOU Op |,
‘dNd 10] Sunoa ojul pauucd, ussq pey
ajdoad Suikes ‘@14 1918d ‘Asuing 10J JIA
s f&1red oy ynm aouedgruSis s)1 umop Aepd
01 paw inoqe] ydnoy ‘pusn Suiqinistp
e se papiedar sem juswysiqeisa reaniod
ainua oy Aq pesoddo Ajpajmun sem yoIym
Aired e 10] 910A [[RI9A0 JUAD Jad g1 UV
‘sprem 9aIy ur uonsod puodas
8umag pue 9eas auo Suruuim 0) IO A19A
Surwoo soueurroptad Suons e dn ind dNg
a3 ‘ISUIWINS 1Se[ JIUI[0IA [T AQ PINI0I
OS[e Sem YOTym ‘wIeypiQ Juaoe(pe ayy uf
‘SUBISY pue sayym Suoure y1oq
ySry st uswdojdwoun areym umol [Iur
IauL10j ST ul uonesiiejod epel Sumunuocd
o) pauLguo? 11 dois 01 sanred wreansureut
Aq uopge payaouod e aidsop sieas 2aIy)
dn yoid 01 ajqe sem gNd ays 1ey) 108} a3
pue ‘1894 15E] S101I 3081 }SIOM §,9pBIAP Yl
JO SUIOS PassaulIm ASJLINg pres Hoﬁo\s A101

-O®J IeD P[O-TBAA-8E a3 , ‘As[uing jo adoad
ay) 01 Burualsi| pauels [PUNO) AsTuing
auwm s 31 yury isnf | ‘sepuouIw WS Jo
SISQUIdUI YIIM YIOM | 'ISIOBI B JOU WIE ,,
ardoad a1y 01
Buruasy, peddois pey n se Lfired oy YIm
JpauoIsn[isip A[elol, awodaq pey oym
S1INOQeT PaNIWUIoD, B SB J{9SI9Y paquIds
-9p 9ys S1apea] UOnIIP 1Y Ul “Iairoddns
moqeT] 19U} B SI ‘SaySny [0Te)) ‘SIoUUIM
AN 91 Jo auo 1ey} JuedgIusis sl ] ‘I9YIO

a1 uo sanred [eoniod weansurew Pim’

JuaUnUEYOUISIp Surseaour syl pue ‘puey
auo a1y} Uo suorea1 adel Suruasiom jo udis
® SB U33S ST ‘1SaPOW J9AIMOY ‘SaUNIO] SII JO
[BAIAD] ) pue o3e SIea SUIU SEM UONOD[D
Aue ur 1895 B UoM N4 91} WM Ise] YL,
‘uonoejsnes Surure — syeIdo
-wa(] [eIoqr] pue SalI0], ‘moqe] — sopted
urewr 21} P e Yim symsaz poxrw dn
385 YOIYM SUONDI[3 [IoUNnod apimuoneu
Aepsmyj, ut Astuing Jo umol juerdruruiy
o> ISU3s >=§oﬁ ) u1 s1Bas 9211} SuruuIMm
>n epo) Surdulr sfjaq wiree 13s (ANG) gm
reu :_M%,_anazm YSu-18] 9Y ] "€ AVIN ‘NOGNOT

[

I00Img mumm: Ag @

m___a\m j1od dNG 19A0 Y : ul uuepy,



“1 will not Step asi

LONDON, APRIL 30. Britain's
Queen Elizabeth sent a clear
signal today that she does not
*.intend to step aside for her son
Prince Charles and, in her 50th
-year on the throne, praised her
country’s multicultural toler-

ance in changing times. Ad- .

dressing both Houses of
Parliament — the first major
public event of her Golden Jubi-
lee year — the queen said she
intended to remain on the
throne to help Britain prosper.

“I would like above all to de-
clare my resolve to continue,
with the support of my family,
to serve the people of this great
nation of ours to the best of my
ability,” the turquoise-suited
monarch told politicians and
peers in Parliament’s cavernous
Westminster Hall. Since the
death of the queen’s mother last
month,
have suggested the 76-year-old
monarch should step down,
something she has never shown
any inclination to do.

Prince Charles, already 53,
could still be many years from
becoming king in a family noted
for its longevity. The Queen
Mother, propelled to the throne
with King George VI in 1936 af-
ter the abdication of his broth-
er, always rejected the idea that
monarchs could willingly give
up their birthright.

Addressing more than 1,500
people in the medieval hall
where her mother’s body re-
cently lay in state, the queen
said the development of a “rich-
ly multicultural” society had
been one of the major changes
of her reign. “We...take pride in
our tradition of fairness and tol-
erance. The consolidation of

some commentators’

ide says queen

Queen Elizabeth 1l addresses’ members of the House of Commons and the Houﬁd of Lords
in Westminster Hall, London, on Monday. — AFP

our richly. multicultural and
multifaith society, a major de-
velopment since 1952, is being
achieved remarkably peacefully
and with much goodwill,” she
said.

Fears of a new extremism
have engulfed Europe since far
right leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen,
shocked France by winning
through to a run-off in the
country’s Presidential election.
Britain has its own local elec-
tions this week. The extremist
British National Party could
gain a toe-hold in some de-
prived pockets although it is no-

where near as prominent as Le
Pen’s party.

The queen said Britain and
the royal family must continue
to evolve. “Change has become
a constant. The way we em-
brace it defines our future,” she
said, noting that her reign had
encompassed the birth of the

Commonwealth and European .

Union, the end of the Cold War
and now the threat of interna-
tional terrorism.

The queen was preceded into
the hall by red-coated Beefeat-
ers with white ruffs around their
necks, carrying pikestaffs. They

were followed by the queen’s
Body | Guard, red uniformed
with white .- feather plumes
sprouting from their helmets,
marching slowly in time.

Eight, gold braided trumpet-
ers heralded her arrival, stand-
ing in front of the hall’s stained
glass window.

But the queen said Britain
could not live in the past and
had nothing to fear from the fu-
ture.

“We are a moderate, prag-
matic people, more comfort-
able with practice than theory,”
she said— Reuters
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/ﬁalr under pressure

\

to probe vaccine' row

By Hasan Suroo:

LONDON, APRIL 15. The Blair Gov-
ernment is under pressure to
order a full inquiry into allega-
tions that it favoured a drug
company owned by a Labour
donor by awarding it a £ 32-mil-
lion contract to supply small
vaccines to the National Health
Service, without giving other
companies a chance to bid.

The pressure intensified after
experts contradicted official
claims that the Labour benefac-

. tor, Paul Drayson’s Powderject
Pharmaceuticals alone had the
expertise to supply the partic-
ular strain of vaccine it needs. It
also emerged that Mr Drayson
headed a taskforce which ad-
vised the Government on the
need to stockpile smallpox vac-
cine to meet any threat of a bio-
terrorism attack.

The Government claim that
Lister vaccine produced by
Powderject offered the best pro-
tection against such an attack

was dismissed as “utterly falla--

cious” by experts who pointed

out that the U.S. had chosen a.

very different strain Dryvax _
and it was in fact a British firm
which was supplying it to the
Americans. The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has appar-
ently said that both strains are
equally effective.

A leading British scientist,
Prof. John Oxford of the Royal
London School of Medicine
said there was “no medical rea-
son” to prefer one strain over
another though he acknowl-
edged that Lister had been tra-
ditionally used in Britain. The

14 ae oy

ed saying: “There are somelvery
serious questions about how
the process has been conduct-
ed.” He also called for a cross-
party group to supervise party
donations to ensure
transparency.

Mr Drayson donated £ 50,000
to the Labour Party last year, a
few months after winning a £17-
million Government order for
anti-TB vaccines. ’

Mr Collins wanted to know
whether the fact that a Labour
donor had benefited form Gov-
ermnment patronage was simply
yet “another coincidence in a
long chain of coincidences after
Mittal, Enron and Formula
One” _ all of which had one
thing in common: the donor be-
ing rewarded with a good turn
from the Government. A Liberal
Democrat MP, Norman Baker,
who became famous after he
brought the Hindujas passport
affair out in the open, blamed
the recurring sleaze rows on
“endemic secrecy”’ in the way
the Government functioned.

There was further embarrass-
ment for the Government over
its links with big business after a
Sunday newspaper reported
that the Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, lobbied with the Czech
Government on behalf of BAe
Systems which is negotiating a
lucrative arms deal with Prague.
The BAe Systems has donated
money to the Labour Party and
is believed to have close links

with it. /
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_Revolt against Blair brewing

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 25. Speculation
over a simmering revolt among
Labour MPs has reached a fever
pitch amid reports of secret
moves to challenge the leader-
ship of the Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, who is seen to have be-
come too “presidential”’, and
out of touch with public and
party mood.

His “blind” support to Amer-
ica over Iraq and growing prox-
imity to the more right-wing
European leaders such as Italy’s
Silvio Berlusconi and Spain’s
Jose Maria Aznar have infuriat-
ed even moderate Labour back-
benchers and many of them
have publicly voiced their dis-
enchantment accusing Down-
ing Street of operating on a
“parallel planet”.

The moves to unseat him
may not get far but analysts said
the very talk of a “plot” and the
fact that it had not been denied
was bad news for Mr. Blair
whose public ratings plummet-
ed to an all-time low this week.

According to an opinion poll
this morning, a majority of vot-

ers are disappointed his
policies and 43 per cent would
want him to step down at the
next general election. The Sun-
day Times poll confirmed the
findings of a Guardian survey
earlier this week that Labour
was rapidly losing its lead over
the Tories. It is now only seven
points ahead of Tories, and is
backed by 40 per cent of the vot-
ers as against the 33 per cent
support enjoyed by Tories. This
is the sharpest drop in Labour’s
ratings since it returned to pow-
er last summer with a massive
majority.

The “plot” to topple Mr Blair
is reported to have the backing
of not just the “usual suspects”
but also of moderate party MPs
and the idea, it is stated, is to get
a “stalking horse”’ _ a moderate
MP with no personal ambitions
_ to challenge Mr. Blair’s lead-
ership triggering a chain of
events that might lead to his fall.
He could then be replaced by
the Chancellor Gordon Brown,
seen as a “natural’’ successor to
Mr. Blair anyway.

The media-savvy chairman of

the ur Party, Charles Clar-
ke, i believed to be another
contqnder and an unnamed

party\ MP, backing him, was
quotedl in The Sunday Times to-
day ad claiming that “we have
already begun plotting”. The
newspaper said that “conspir-
ators” had already held meet-
ings in the past fortnight to
discuss the anti-Blair plot. A
Left-wing party MP, Jeremy
Corbyn, confirmed the “stalking
horse” theory but said no
names had emerged.

There is a precedent for a
“stalking horse” plot. In 1989, a
moderate Tory MP challenged
Margaret Thatcher when she
was Prime Minister and though
he suffered a humiliating defeat
he triggered a chain reaction
which consumed Mrs Thatcher
a year later. The Guardian on
Saturday claimed that one MP
was- believed to be willing to
play the “stalking horse” but
would not name him except
that he was believed to be
“someone with no ambition
and no enemies within the

party.” P
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Vj;@academm censorshi BL

By Hasan Suroor \/\‘)

LONDON, FEB. 23. The Blair Gov-
ernment has been accused of
trying to “suppress” academic
freedom by proposing to bring
a range of areas of scientific re-
search under official scrutiny
on grounds of national security.

Under a new legislation, now
before the House of Lords, aca-
demics. would need to seek
clearance from the Government
before publishing a “sensitive”
research work, or appointing
foreign scholars to work in an
area regarded as a potential se-
curity risk. In what is seen as a
move towards unprecedented
expansion of Government con-
trol over academic research, the
bill empowers it to preview
communication between re-
searchers engaged in security-
prone areas, and to vet foreign
scholars wanting to work in
British laboratories.

What the bill does is to ex-
tend the provisions of Britain's
Export Control Act _ intended
to regulate arms trading _ to
scientific ideas and concepts
whose “export” might lead to
production of nuclear, biolog-
ical and chemical weapons. The
intention is to control ideas or
information which could be put
to “dual use”, and it follows
calls to strengthen the original
Act which was found to lack
enough safeguards to make
sure that “dual use” items were
not exported.

Angry academics across Bri-
tain have denounced the move
as “censorship by other
meansy, saying it has serious
implications for academic free-
dom. The Universities UK
(UUK), which represents uni-
versity vice-chancellors and
principals, has said it would be
curtail the basic academic free-
dom to publish new research,
and jeopardise international
collaborations. “Academics
consider the option of publish-
ing new research to be a basic
freedom, and there is a fear that
the new Bill will infringe this

freedom,”

said, demanding an am d-
ment to the bill to safeguard bo-
na fide research.

Widely respected academics
such as Ross Anderson of the
Security Research Group at
Cambridge University have rid-
iculed the move to club ex-
change of academic ideas with
export of arms. Dr Anderson
made a distinction between a
patent and a research paper
saying while the former could -
be suppressed for defence rea-
sons, there was no justification
for suppressing scientific pa-
pers. A spokesman for Save
British Science, a pressure
group, said it was “ironic” that
a Government which claimed to
be in favour of freedom of in-
formation was now trying to
curtail academic freedom.

Experts said there were so
many areas of scientific re-
search, particularly in medi-
cine, which could lead to “dual
uses” that entire disciplines
would come under Government
control. They were not con-
vinced by official claims that
“basic  scientific  research”
would be exempted. The prob-
lem, they argued, was that the
definition of what compro-
mised “basic” research would
be determined by the Govern-
ment requiring academics to be
constantly looking over their
shoulders.

However, the Department of
Trade and Industry, which is pi-
loting the bill; has refuted alie-
gations of academic
“terrorism’’ and said the con-
trols would apply only when the
Government knew that certain
information was or might be in-
tended for use in the creation of
weapons of mass destruction.
“We cannot see how any orga-
nisation can seriously say the
Government should not have
the power to control -exports
who might assist in acts of, for
example, terrorism,” a spokes-

man told The Independery
which first broke the st%

T™E HINDU

24 £10 1M




{ asks Chma for alrbase )

LONDON/WASHINGTON,
Jan. 31.~ Britain has approach-
ed China in its quest to find lon-
ger-term airbases in the region
close to Afghanistan for future
deployments of troops, supplies
and humanitarian aid.

In an unprecedented move,
British officials have spoken to
Beijing about the possibility of
using a Chinese base. “The Chi-

nese did not turn us down,” a
/rmny}stry of defence official said

yesterday.

If approval is given, it would
be the first time that British mili-
tary aircraft have flown into Chi-
na for operational reasons since
the war against Japan in the
1940s. _

British aircraft used to fly
from Burma “over the hump” -
as the border mountain range
was referred to — into western
China to refuel. But even then
there was no British base in Chi-
na.

The Chinese option for oper-
ations in Afghanistan was re-

AL S

vea%ed by Brmsl'l m

outlined Britain’s plans for es-
tablishing a network of “forward
mounting bases” around Afgha-
nistan. Other options include
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Kyr-
gyzstan.

The two available airbases in

Afghanistan, Kabul internation-

al airport and Bagram airfield,
are being so over-used that the
runways are crumbling. The
British-led International Sgcuri-
ty Assistance Force (Isaf) is hav-
ing to fly in cement to fill up the

cracks. /
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