"Pak scientist spills the beans
on ()samg S ngglg /motlves

Islamabad, December 30 [\ .

A LEADING Pakistani nuclear
scientist, barred by his Govern-
ment from talking to reporters,
has made it known through his
son that Osama bin Laden ap-
proached him before the Septem-
ber 11 attacks for help in making
nuclear weapons.

The al-Qaida leader was re-
buffed, the scientist’s son, Azim
Mahmood, said in a recent inter-
view. “Basically Osama asked
my father, ‘How can a nuclear
bomb be made and can you help
us make one?”

“My father said, ‘No, and sec-
ondly you must understand it is
not child’s play for you to build a
nuclear bomb’.”

The scientist, Sultan
Bashiruddin Mahmood, is under
a gag order from Pakistani Intel-
ligence officials, but his conver-
sations with bin Laden in meet-
ings in 2000 and as late as July
2001 were reconstructed for the
Associated Press by his son.

The conversations as de-
scribed by Azim Mahmood clear-
ly show bin Laden was interest-
ed in developing nuclear
weapons. They don’t, however,
shed any light on whether the
terrorist mastermind had taken
even the first steps on that com-
plex technological challenge.

The US Embassy declined to
discuss Mahmood’s story. Amer-
ican officials in Washington also
would not comment.

There has been previous evi-

A man peers through a hood of a rickshaw with Osama bin Laden’s
picture in Dhaka on Monday.

dence of al-Qaida’s interest in
nuclear weapons.

Computers found by journal-
ists and US troops at a variety of
facilities in Afghanistan indicat-
ed al-Qaida had sought to obtain
and develop nuclear and other
potent weapons. An reporter saw
anthrax and other chemical con-
coctions at an al-Qaida laborato-
ry outside Kabul.

During a New York trial two
years ago stemming from bomb-
ings at two US embassies in
Africa, a former bin Laden aide
testified he was ordered in 1993

to try to buy uranium on the
black market for an effort to de-
velop a nuclear weapon. Jamal
Ahmed Al-Fadl said al-Qaida
was prepared to spend $1.5 mil-
lion, but he didn’t know if a pur-
chase was ever made.

In addition, US officials have
said captured al-Qaida lieu-
tenant Abu Zubaydah told US in-
terrogators the terrorist net-

‘work was working on a “dirty

bomb”, a conventional bomb
that would scatter radioactive
material.
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/ ‘AVOID GENERAL AMNESTY TO MILITANTS IN J&K’

Epicentre of terrorism has

shifted to Paki

By Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI, DEC. 28. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, to-
day said that the international
community would have to pay a
heavy price if it failed to realise
that the epicentre of terrorism
had shifted from Afghanistan to
Pakistan.

Speaking at the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) rais-
ing day celebrations here, Mr.
Advani said terrorist organisa-
tions “banned” by Pakistan fol-
lowing pressure from different
quarters were now operating
under new names to avoid de-
tection.

“Training camps running in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,
which were earlier shut down or
pushed back, have been reacti-
vated.” India had been fighting
the menace of terrorism for the
past 22 years but it was only af-

ter the Septembey 11 attack last
year tha%rld came to

know how real and menacing

the problem was. “Terrorist
strikes at Bali, in Indonesia, and
Moscow are just reminders of
that.”

Emphasising that the Jammu
and Kashmir Government
should refrain from giving a

19 -\
general amnesty to those arrest-
ed for militant activities, the
Deputy Prime Minister advised
it to consult the Centre before
taking any decision pertaining
to internal security. “Each and
every case will have to be stud-
ied before coming to any
conclusion.”

“During my meeting with the
Chief Minister, Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed, on Friday, he
pointed out three issues over
which the people had given the
mandate to his party — peace,
good governance and economic
and social justice. The second
and third issues are to be han-
dled by the State Government.
However, on the issue of securi-
ty and peace, it should seek the
opinion of the Central Govern-
ment.”

Mr. Advani welcomed the for-
mation of a committee headed
by the Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Secretary to review cases
pertaining to the release of

an: Advani

v\/\/o"v\ Al
th se arrested for their involve-
ment in militant activities.

The notification, which was
issued on Thursday, named the
head of the Intelligence Bureau
in the State as the Centre’s rep-
resentative in the committee.

On the State Government’s
demand that the paramilitary
forces deployed during the As-
sembly elections remain there,
he said such a move could pose
problems as the Centre had
promised the forces that they
would be withdrawn after the
polls.

Commending the CRPF’s
contribution in containing ter-
rorist and extremist activities,
Mr. Advani said the force had
ensured free and fair elections
in Jammu and Kashmir and in
Gujarat.

Paying homage to those who
had laid down their lives in anti-
insurgency operations, he an-
nounced a grant of Rs. 2 crores
to the CRPF’s Welfare Fund.
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No let- ug&

Militants slit throa

Jammu: In another round of vio-
lence in Jammu and Kashmir’s Ra-
jouri district, militants slit the
throats of two persons in the Darhal
area and exploded a bomb in Rajouri
town on Tuesday. They also renewed
their threats to take action against
those who did not follow their diktats
on a Taliban-like code of behaviour.

Official sources said a group of
foreign militants belonging to the
Lashkar-e-Toiba slaughtered the two
persons in the Darhal area to ter-
rorise the minority population living
in the mountainous terrain. The
sources said five militants entered a
house in Khawas village in Bhudal
tehsil at about 2 a.m. on Tuesday and
asked for Pawan Kumar. On learning
that Pawan was not in, they slit the
throats of his brother and father in

+ front of other family members.

In another incident, militants
burnt down the houses belonging to
Tulsi Ram and Hans Raj in the
mountainous village of Sunibar
(Ramban) on Mondav night.

—

\{hese incidents have stoked fear in

Rajouri and adjoining areas, result-
ing in the migration of three families
from the Khawas and Sumber areas,
sources said. “There are apprehen-
sions that the minorities will migrate
in large numbers if such incidents
are not stonped,” the sources said.

Meanwhile, 15 civilians were in-
jured when militants triggered a
bomb blast inside a bar in the main
market of Rajouri town on Tuesday.
The bomb went off at about 3.45p.m.,
injuring those present inside the bar.

The strike on the bar came close
on the heels of the beheading of two
women and the shooting of two oth-
ers for allegedly not wearing burgas
as dictated by the militants.

On Tuesday, police sources said a
militant outfit had circulated posters
directing Muslims to follow a set of
guidelines similar to the ones issued
by the Taliban in Afghanistan. The
group had also issued similar direc-
tions earlier, but had failed to evoke
much response.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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Undersigned by an outfit called
the Lashkar-e-Jabbar, the posters
had appeared in a college in Rajouri
town directing women to wear
burgas and men to wear caps and
grow beards in keeping with Islamic
traditions. Muslim women were
asked to desist from going to school
and college, to have a male escort
when leaving their homes and to sit
apart from the men in buses. The
outfit asked men to wear caps and
sport beards and warned people
against defying its diktat.

Meanwhile, another radical group,
Hai-e-Allal Fallah, on Tuesday issued
warnings against the use of addic-
tive substances like alcohol and ciga-
rettes. This comes a day after a Sri-
nagar shopkeeper was set on fire for
“selling cigarettes laced with drugs”.

“All addictive substances which af-
fect the health of people are banned
and anybody found violating the ban
will be punished more seriousl
than the shopkeeper, Mohammed
Shafi Teli,” the outfit said. ru
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THE BRUTAL TERRORIST attacks over the past
few days in Jammu and Kashmir wherein inno-
cent school girls and children were done to death
marked a despicable low in the savagery and cow-
ardliness of the subversive elements operating in
the State. In fact, the militants have been on a
killing spree in recent days directed at soft targets
in a renewed escalation of their activity since the
advent of the new coalition government headed
by Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, and this is apart
from the other targets they picked in pursuit of
their diabolical designs. The gunning down of
three children of a family last Saturday night in a

“Poonch village is the third major attack in as
many days. On December 19, elsewhere in Rajou-
ri district, three teenage girls were brutally killed
and this act of terror is widely believed to be link-
ed to the militants’ campaign for the use of ‘bur-
ga’ by school girls and the threat they had held
out for non-compliance, although the police have
discounted any nexus between the two. The hand
of the outlawed Lashkar-e-Taiba — the two assai-
lants killed in an encounter after the incident hav-
ing been identified as belonging to that outfit — is
suspected in the Poonch episode, while the dress
code threat is attributed to a lesser known group
called ‘Lashkar Jabbar’. In a situation where
changing of labels has become a matter of expe-
diency for the jehadi groups operating with in-
spiration and support from across the border, the
precise nomenclature of the group involved in a
particular incident can only be of limited rele-
vance or significance.

What the spurt in militant activity, as indicated
by these more recent killings as also the qual-
itatively different fidayeen attack on the famed
Raghunath temple last month, highlights is the
imperative of tightening the vigil and finetuning
the security system, both its operational and in-
telligence gathering components. If all these are a
part of the militants” well-known destabilisation
strategy, the murder of an MLA of the Chief Min-
ister’s own,People’s Democratic Party is a more
direct political challenge to the new Government

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2002
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and its determination to work for a negotiated
settlement of the vexed Kashmir problem. Given
the very nature of the goal the Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed regime has set to achieve and the road it
has taken, there are bound to be such challenges
from forces that have a vested interest in keeping
Jammu and Kashmir perpetually on the boil and,
so, would spare no effort to frustrate or sabotage
any genuine initiative towards restoring peace
and normality. Attempts on political leaders or
people’s representatives should certainly be taken
very seriously and investigated thoroughly so that
the culprits are brought to justice and the right
lessons drawn for upgrading the security appara-
tus. More important, such assaults must reinforce,
not weaken, the Government’s will to push ahead
with its peace initiatives. Indeed the response of
the Chief Minister — as also of the PDP’s vice-
president, Mehbooba Mufti — to the MLA’s mur-

der does signal a steeled resolve to carry forward |

the process of ‘healing touch’ that has been initi-
ated by the new regime.

On a more general level, it needs to be said that
for all the rhetoric — not unoften with jingoistic
overtones — one heard day in and day out about
the phenomenon of ‘cross-border terrorism’,
there has been no earnest or sustained effort to
put in place a clearly defined counter-strategy
based on a political consensus. In fact, one won-
ders if the recommendations made by the special
task forces set up in the wake of the Kargil conflict
on crucial areas pertaining, for instance, to in-
telligence mechanism, internal security arrange-
ment and border management have been acted
upon in all their core aspects. The Centre’s re-
sponses to major terrorist attacks have almost in-
variably been of a knee-jerk and bureaucratic
nature by way of, say, holding strategic sessions,
formulating new ‘action plans’ and promises of
coordinated functioning, with none of them mak-
ing any real impact on the ground situation. The
Centre must work closely with the State Govern-
ment to develop a credible and long-term ap-
proach to the problem of terrorism.

7 4 DEC 2002
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Dec 13 terror trio
gels death penalty

TimeEs NEwS NETWORK AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: In the first-ever conviction un-
der the Prevention of Terrorism Act (Pota), a
special court here on Wednesday sentenced
to death Jaish-e-Mohammad militants Mo-
hammad Afzal and Shaukat Hussain Guru,
and suspended Delhi University lecturer
S.AR. Geelani for the attack on parliament
on December 13 last year.

However, special judge S.N. Dhingra im-
posed a milder sentence of five years’ im-
prisonment on Shaukat’s wife Navijot Sand-
hu alias Afsan Guru.

The death sentences passed on Wednesday
will be subject to confirmation by the Delhi
high court. Under Pota as well as the [PC, the
convicts can appeal against the sentence in
one month’s time from the date of pro-
nouncement---in the high court and then the
supreme court.

The judge said all the sentences would run
concurrently. This will mean that if the
death sentence on one count is set aside, the
accused will continue to face death on the
second count. The same will apply to the sev-
en concurrent life sentences.

Counsel for the four said they would go in
appeal to the high court.

i L"V’\/O_f\A —

The three men sentenced to death claimed
they were “innocent” and termed the trial a
“farce”. It is all farce..By convicting inno-
cent persons, you cannot supress emo-
tions..You cannot stop the freedom move-
ment in Kashmir..I am giving my life for it,”
Geelani said.

“If fighting for the liberation of Kashmir is
terrorism, I am aterrorist,” he said, even as he
was dragged out of the court by securitymen.

At the start of the proceedings, Geelani
had requested the court to give him five min-
utes to speak to the press after pronounce-
ment of the sentence. However, the judge’s
reply was lost in the din that followed, with
some lawyers exchanging angry words with
the convicts. Later, Afzal requested journal-
ists to write about their “case”, saying “You
are journalists of an independent country.
You should write independently.”

The three men were awarded death sen-
tence on two counts—under Section 302 of
the IPC (for murdering nine security person-
nel) and under Pota (for committing a ter-
rorist attack on parliament). On seven sepa-
rate counts, each of them was awarded a life
sentence, with the exception of Geelani, who

was sentenced to-ife imprisonment on six
counts.

THE TIMES OF INDLA
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hind Palestinian

cau\gé\ Arafat tells Bin Laden

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
Times NEws NETWORK

London: The embattled
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat has accused Osama
bin Laden and Al Qaida of ex-
ploiting the Palestinian strug-
gle to win worldwide Muslim Yasser Arafat
sympathy.

Mr Arafat’s powerful and frank attack on
Al Qaida is seen as a desperate attempt to
publicly distance the struggle for Palestinian
statehood from the wider US-led war against
Bin Laden.

Mr Arafat said he was the first Arab leader
to stand up to Bin Laden. “I am telling him di-
rectly not to hide behind the Palestinian
cause,” he said in a front-page interview to
The Sunday Times.

His words come less than three weeks after
Al Qaida justified the bombing of an Israeli-
owned hotel in Kenya as part of the Palestin-
ian struggle.

Commentators said Mr Arafat’s public re-
jection of Bin Laden’s opportunism may
have some impact. The Palestinian struggle
is the single hot-button issue that exercises
Muslims’ right across the world.

According to a leading Islamist radical
website, said to be set up and operated by Al
Qaida supporters from London, other so-

THE TIMES OF INDU

called “Jihad lands” include
Chechnya and Kashmir.

But Mr Arafat insists, “(Bin
Laden) has never helped us,
why is (he) talking about
Palestine now?”

Late last month, Bin

AT Laden’s spokesman Sulaiman
BinLaden abu Ghaith said, “Liberation
of our holy places, led by Palestine, is our
central issue.”

In the past, Abu Ghaith had mentioned
Kashmir as a concern as well.

But Abu Ghaith’s statement came as Al
Qaida claimed responsibility for the bomb-
ing of the Israeli hotel and a simultaneous
SAM missile attack on an Israeli plane.

Now, commentators say Mr Arafat’s decla-
ration on Sunday reflected a wider anxiety
that governments around the world would
lose little time to align their own war against
separatism with the wider battle against Al
Qaida.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has al-
ready alleged that Al Qaida is active in the
Palestinian territory of Gaza. But Mr Arafat
said this was a lie. He admitted, however, that
there was some sympathy for Bin Laden
among young people in Gaza and the West
Bank. But he dismissed it as insignificant ig-

norance. “These kids don’t really know who
Bin Laden is,” he told the newspapez
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4c/m1ﬁctgdjn Dec 13  attack

RLOA

HTC and Agencies
New Delhi, December 16

TWO DAYS after a Pakistani
judge freed Masood Azhar,
the mastermind of the Par-
liament attack, a Delhi court
convicted four of his aides.
Mohammed Afzal, Shaukat
Hussain Guru and SAR Gee-
lani were found guilty of wag-
ing war against India in con-
spiracy with Pakistani mili-
tants and attempting to as-
sassinate the Prime Minister,
the Home Minister and other
VIPs. They were also found
guilty of murder under the
IPC. Shaukat’s wife Navjot
Sandhu alias Afsana Guru
was convicted of “concealing
the plot from the police

A
N
\\“'

(From left) Geelani, Afzal, Shaukat Hussai

¥ i
n Guru and Afsana

Guru arrive for court hearing in New Dethi on Monday.

though she was not party to
the criminal conspiracy”.

The arguments on the
point of sentence will be
heard on Tuesday.

Special Judge SN Dhingra
declared Azhar, Ghazi Baba
alias Baba alias Abu Jehadi
(the Jaish-e-Mohammad
chief in J&K) and Tariq as
proclaimed offenders.

At the end of the day’s tri-
al, at least two of the accused
appeared unrepentant. “I am
a Muslim, a Kashmiri and I
won,” Shaukat said as the
police escorted him out. “I
feel worried for Indian
democracy,” Geelani said.

On December 11, the court
had deferred the judgment
in the case.

1 1 0EC 202

HE HINDUSTAN ™




/

-~ A \)~~ TERRORISM / LETHAL-LIST PREPARED
A

“"Kill if need be, Bush tells CIA

NEW YORK, DEC. 15. The U.S. administration
has prepared a list of terrorist leaders the
Central Intelligence Agency is authorised to
kill, if capture is impractical and civilian
casualties can be minimised, senior mili-
tary and intelligence officials were today
quoted as saying.

The previously undisclosed CIA list in-
cludes key Al-Qaeda leaders like Osama bin
Laden and his chief deputy, Ayman al-Za-
wabhiri, as well as other principal figures
from the Al-Qaeda and affiliated terrorist
groups, says the New York Times.

The U.S. President, George W Bush, has
provided written legal authority to the CIA
to hunt down and kill the terrorists without
seeking further approval each time the
agency is about to stage an operation.

The names of about two dozen terrorist
leaders have recently been on the lethal-
force list, officials said. “It’s the worst of the
worst.”

Some officials said the terrorist list was
known as the “high-value target list.”

However, spokespersons for the White
House and the CIA declined to discuss the
list or issues involving the use of lethal
force against terrorists, the paper said.

Despite the authority given to the agen-
cy, Mr. Bush has not waived the executive
order banning assassinations, officials were
quoted as saying. The presidential author-
ity to kill terrorists defines operatives of the
Al-Qaeda as enemy combatants and thus
legitimate targets for lethal force.

Mr. Bush, the paper said, issued a presi-
dential finding last year, after the Sept. 11
attacks on New York and Washington, pro-
viding the basic executive and legal author-
ity for the CIA to either kill or capture
terrorist leaders.

Initially, the agency used that authority
to hunt for the Al-Qaeda leaders in Afghan-
istan, which glso forms the basis for the
CIA’s atteprpts to find and kill or capture

Indonesians pay their respects to the victims of the 12 October car bombing in
Bali during a gathering in downtown Jakarta, in this 17 October, 2002, file photo.

the war in Afghanistan.

The creation of the secret list, the Times
said, is part of the expanded CIA effort to
hunt and kill or capture the Al-Qaeda oper-
atives far from traditional battlefields, in
countries like Yemen.

Mr. Bush is not legally required to ap-
prove each name added to the list, nor is
the CIA required to obtain presidential ap-
proval for specific attacks, though officials
said Mr. Bush had been kept well informed
about the agency’s operations.

In November, the CIA killed an Al-Qaeda
leader in a remote region of Yemen. A pilot-
less Predator aircraft operated by the agen-
cy fired a Hellfire antitank missile at a car in

which the Al-Qaeda leader, Salim Sinan al-
Harethi, also known as Abu Ali, was riding.
Harethi and five other people, including
one suspected Al-Qaeda operative with U.
S. citizenship, were killed in the attack.
Intelligence officials told the Times that
the presidential finding authorising the
agency to kill terrorists was not limited to
those on the list. Mr. Bush has given broad
authority to the CIA to kill or capture oper-
atives of the Al-Qaeda around the world.
But officials said the group’s most senior
leaders on the list were the agency’s pri-
mary focus.
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“Two LeT terrorists killed

»" in Delhi encounter

/ By Prashant Pandey

NEW DELHI, DEC. 14. Two heavily-
armed terrorists, suspected to
be Pakistan nationals belonging
to the Lashkar-e-Taiba, were
gunned down after an exchange
of fire with the Special Cell of
the Delhi police near Tughlaka-
bad Fort here on Saturday. Five
grenades, two AK-56 assault ri-
fles and several rounds of live
ammunition were recovered
from them after a 40-minute

; gun battle.

|
|
|

|
|
|

Central intelligence agencies
had on Friday tipped off police
about militants trying to cross
over to Delhi from Faridabad in
Haryana. Following this, the
Special Cell deployed two teams
at the Karni Singh Shooting
Range T-point, which connects
Faridabad to Mehrauli-Badar-
pur (MB) Road.

Around 6 a.m. today, a white
Maruti Zen (DL-7C-5921) was
coming from Surajkund in Fari-
dabad. When police teams tried
to stop it, the car drove past the
picket. Immediately the second
police team, deployed on MB
Road, was alerted.

On seeing the police team,
the driver tried a sharp right run
and hit a culvert. Two persons
came out firing at the police.
The terrorists lobbed two gre-
nades. One exploded near
them, while the other missed
the target. The two grenades re-
covered from the spot later bore
the legend “Arges” — the same
found on the grenades used in
the December 13 Parliament at-
tack here last year. A third did
not have any marking.

Even as police engaged the
two terr(}pﬁas who had taken

-

Borsonnel of the Special Cell of the Delhi police beside

i

the body of one of the two terrorists killed in an
encounter near Tughiakabad Fort in New Delhi
on Saturday. — Photo: S. Subramanium

positions under the dry culvert,
the car driver escaped. Police
and the terrorists exchanged
about 100 rounds at the end of
which the two terrorists were
found dead within 10 feet of
each other. Three handgre-
nades, two AK-56 rifles, 85 live
rounds of ammunition and a
two-page note in Hindi espous-

ing the cause of “jehad” under
the aegis of the Tehreek-e-Gaj-
navi, a pseudonym for Lashkar,
were recovered. “It has been a
practice of the Lashkar militants
to use different names while
carrying out terrorist oper-
ations,” said the Jéint Commis-
sioner of Pglice (Special Cell),
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, DEC. 14. Pakistan to-
day released Masood Azhar,
chief of the banned militant
outfit, Jaish-e-Mohammad, af-
ter a court turned down Islama-
bad’s request to extend his
remand for three months. The
Lahore High Court said the au-
thorities failed to produce suffi-
cient evidence to hold him for a
longer period in custody with-
out a charge.

The court’s decision did not
come as a surprise. But the de-
velopment is bound to trigger
questions about the sincerity of
the civilian set-up led by the
Prime Minister, Mir Zafrullah
Khan Jamali, to fulfil the com-
mitments made by the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, to
crack down on terrorism.

Maulana Azhar was one of

Maulana Masood Azhar
(File picture)

the three militants released by
New Delhi in December 1999 in
exchange for the freedom of the
passengers aboard the Indian
Airlines plane hijacked to Kan-
dahar.

After the January 12 address
of Gen. Musharraf to the people

of Pakistan last year, in which
he announced the banning of
five militant and sectarian out-
fits, the Government arrested
about 2,000 activists.

But it failed to produce con-
crete evidence against them in
the courts. As a result, an esti-
mated 1,300 of them have been
let off.

Among the high-profile pris-
oners released by the Pakistan
regime was the former chief of
the banned Lashkar-e-Taiba,
Hafeez Mohammad Saeed, who
was set free last month.

On the eve of Id on December
6, the newly-installed provincial
governments in the North West
Frontier Province and Baluchis-
tan announced the release of
several activists of banned out-
fits on the ground that there
were no charges against them.

Azhar and Saeed were de-

 Masood Azhar released ("

tained by Islamabhd in the af-
termath of the December 13
attack on Indian Parliament un-
der the Maintenance of Public
Order Act, which empowers the
Pakistani authorities to detain a
person for three months with-
out specific charge.

The Government insisted

though that their detention had”

nothing to do with the Indian
allegations that the attack was a
joint operation by the Lashkar
and the Jaish.

The Musharraf regime faced
the problem of keeping hun-
dreds of arrested activists in
custody without charges.

There were instances when

the courts ordered the release of ;
individuals after reprimanding :

the Government for its failure to
level specific charges or provide

evidence that they posed a’

threat to law and order.

Charges not pursued seriously: India

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, DEC. 14. India said today the re-
lease of Masood Azhar, founder of the
Jaish-e-Mohammad, by a Pakistani court,
made it “quite clear” that the charges
against him had not been pursued with
“any seriousness” by Islamabad.

Using strong language, the Foreign Office
spokesman said the Pakistani policy of sup-
porting terrorism remained unchanged —
whether under a military dictatorship or a
regime with a civilian veneer. He said that
Azhar had been allowed to keep in touch
with Jaish cadres after his arrest and, later,
placed under “home detention” with a sti-
pend being paid by the Pakistani
Government.

“This is not surprising since it is well
known that it is the Pakistani state and its
agencies which have been involved in the
building up of the terrorist structures such
as the Jaish-e-Mohammad and the Lash-
kar-e-Taiba,” he said, pointing out that the
Lashkar chief, Hafiz Saeed, was released
recently.

In what could amount to implicit crit-
icism of the U.S. policy towards Pakistan,
the spokesman said: “Any strategy which
seeks to ignore Pakistan’s own involvement

with and sponsorship of terrorism and fo-
cusses, even for the short term, only on the
unwilling and limited support provided in
search of a few of the hardcore Al-Qaeda,
will never see long-term victory against the
hydra-headed monster of terrorism...”

Asked if his remarks amounted to crit-
icism of U.S. policy, the spokesman replied
that this was not the case. He, however,
stressed there were no good terrorists and
bad terrorists and that there should be no
double standards in the war against
terrorism.

The spokesman said that while well-es-
tablished democratic leaders were not al-
lowed to contest the recently-manipulated
elections in Pakistan, many who were link-
ed even to banned terrorist organisations
were permitted to enter the fray after charg-
es against them were withdrawn at the last
moment. “It is against this background that
one has also seen reports of Anees Ibrahim,
having been spirited away to Pakistan, the
well-established safe haven for terrorists.
Ibrahim, who had been recently detained in
Dubai, had arrived there from Pakistan.

He was in the list of 20 whose handing
over had been sought by India since De-
cember last year. Pakistan had falsely
claimed that none of the persons in the list

74

were in that country. ‘‘Subsequently, (Pa-
kistani) President (Pervez) Musharraf had,
in his January 12 speech, disingenuously
suggested that no Pakistani national would
be handed over, but Indian nationals had -
not been given asylum. Hence, the recourse ‘
to the ploy to give Pakistani nationality to ‘
such persons sought to be sheltered. The |
seeking and grant of such nationality also !
points unambiguously to the complicity of |
Pakistani authorities with these terrorists,”
he said.

The spokesman also claimed that a Sikh
jatha, which had recently visited Pakistan,
noticed the presence of three leading ter-
rorists (Lakhbir Singh, Wadhawa Singh and
Gajinder Singh), whose handing over India
had demanded. “It is quite clear that Pakis-
tan is continuing with the policy of terror-
ism as an instrument of its state policy, in
violation of international law, and its own
publicly declared commitments. |

“Whether Pakistan has an unvarnished '
military dictatorship or an electoral varnish |
is put on it, their mindset and policies, as
evidenced by the putting back in circula-
tion of Masood Azhar, remain unchanged.
We will, of course, continue to take neces- '
sary steps to safeguard our national securi-

ty,” he added. /
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Baghdad, December 11

UN EXPERTS scoured a sus-
pected arms site near Baghdad
on Wednesday after the US
threatened possible nuclear re-
taliation against Iraq if its
forces or allies were attacked
with doomsday weapons.
Teams of inspectors, accom-
panied by Iraqi officials, drove
from their headquarters on the
outskirts of the capital to sever-
al locations -as their hunt for
Irag's alleged banned arsenal
picked up pace in its third week.

One team arrived at
Karamah site in Taji, 10 km
north of Baghdad.

The United States raised the
temperature in its confronta-
tion with Iraq over weapons of
mass destruction, saying it
would go nuclear if such
weapons were used against its
forces or its allies.

“The US will continue to
make clear that it reserves the
right to respond with over-
whelming force — including
through resort to all our op-
tions — to the use of WMD
(weapons of mass destruction)
against the US our forces
abroad, and friends and allies,”
a US strategy report said.

US officials said the passage
on nuclear deterrence was not
a change in policy but had been
added to the document, the
first update since 1993, to put
more emphasis on the role of
deterrence against a weapons
of mass destruction attack.

Iraq accused the US of look-
ing for an excuse for war by
seizing control from the United
Nations of distribution of the
12,000-page declaration of
Iraq’s weapons programs.

The White House said the ac-
cusation was “laughable”, but

usSe OIl

Ira

Security Council members
such as Norway and Syria —
who will be given only an edit-
ed copy of the document —
said they were being treated as
second-class powers.

UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said on Tuesday that Se-
curity Council members had
criticised the United States for
breaking ranks and grabbing
Irag’s report on its weapons
programs, intended only for
weapons inspectors.

But he rejected charges that
by allowing the move the UN
had proved it was Washing-
ton’s puppet. Diplomats and US
officials said on Monday that
after an intense lobbying cam-
paign, the US received an early
and uncut copy of Irag’s 11,807-
page weapons declaration and
whisked it to Washington for
analysis. “It was unfortunate
and I hope it is not going to be
repeated,” Annan said of the
way the US had circumvented
the UN’s decision.

Landmines to he used

The Pentagon is preparing to
use anti-personnel land mines
in a war with Iraq, despite US
policy that calls for the mili-
tary to stop using the mines
everywhere in the world except
Korea by 2003,

To prepare for a possible war
with Baghdad, the Pentagon
has stockpiled landmines at US
bases in countries ringing Iraq,
according to Pentagon records.
The decision to make the mines
available comes despite a re-
cent report by the General Ac-
counting Office concluding that
their use in the 1991 Gulf War
impeded US forces while doing
nothing to impair Iraqi forces.

Agencies
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LONDON, DEC. 8. Disturbing new
evidence that Osama bin
Laden’s Al-Qaeda organisation
has formed an alliance with
the Iranian-backed Hizbollah
militia has emerged in the
wake of the Mombasa terrorist
attacks.

Investigators looking into
the bombing of the Paradise
Hotel, which killed 16 people

- and injured 80, and the failed
attempt to shoot down an
Israeli charter jet, have
uncovered a number of clues
that suggest the Al-Qaedad is
working with the Lebanon-
based Hizbollah militia to
attack American and Israeli
targets throughout the world.

During the 1980s and early
1990s, Hizbollah, which is
trained and funded by
Teheran, was responsible for a
number of devastating
terrorist attacks including the
1983 suicide bombing of the
American marine barracks in

A

Mombasa aﬂagk

Beirut, killing nearly 300 ¥
people. !

It has now emerged that the
terrorists responsible for last
month’s suicide bombing of
the Paradise Hotel, who are
now believed to be members
of Osama’s Al-Qaeda group,
used the same techniques
developed by Hizbollah in
Lebanon in the 1980s.
Investigators working in
Kenya have also discovered
that the two SAM-7 missiles
fired at the Israeli charter jet
are of the same type used by
Hizbollah fighters in southern
Lebanon to attack Israeli
targets. They believe it was
not just co-incidence that the
only claim for responsibility
for the Mombasa attacks was
made on a Hizbollah radio
station.

“A clear pattern is emerging
that suggests Hizbollah is
actively co-operating with Al-
Qaeda,” said a Western

reveals

official closely involved with
the Mombasa investigation.
“Hizbollah is very active in
this part of Africa and shares
similar objectives to Al-
Qaeda.”

Investigators are
particularly interested in the
personal ties between Osama
and Imad Mugniyeh, the
infamous Hizbollah terrorist
who is in the top 10 of the
FBI’s list of most-wanted
international criminals for his
role in orchestrating
numerous terrorist attacks
against U.S. targets in
Lebanon.

Until recently, international
terrorism experts have been
sceptical about the possibility
of Hizbollah co-operating with
the Al-Qaeda because of their
different Islamic traditions:

'Al-Qaeda draws its support

from mainstream Sunni
Muslims, while Hizbollah is a
Shia Muslim organisation, The

S

possible links between A

An unexploded mlle, whlchés ﬂred/“étm_a’n Is>raell‘ éiicrﬁ
last week as It took off from Mombasa airport, seen partially
buried In the ground on Saturday near Kaloleni village about

10 km north of Mombasa, Kenya. — AP

evidence now emerging in the
aftermath of the Mombasa
attacks, however, suggests

that there are clear links
between the two
organisations. Western

intelligence officials are re-
examining the level of co-
operation that exists between
Mugniyeh and Osama, which
is believed to date back to the
mid-1990s when Osama and
Al-Qaeda were located at a
number of training camps in
Sudan. Mugniyeh made a
number of visits to Khartoum
in 1995, 1996 and 1997, and
met Osama several times.
The meetings were
arranged at the request of
Osama, who had been
impressed by the devastating
attacks carried out by
Hizbollah against the U.S. in
Lebanon, particularly the
effectiveness of the suicide
truck bomb attacks against
the U.S. embassy and marine
barracks in Beirut in the early
1980s. The same tactic has
since been used by Al-Qaeda
in a number of attacks against
U.S. targets, starting with the
1996 suicide bomb attack
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against the U.S. military
compound in Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, and including the
simultaneous 1998 attacks on
the U.S. embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania. More recent
evidence linking Hizbollah
and Al-Qaeda has been picked
up by Western intelligence
since Osama was forced to
flee from Afghanistan at the
end of last year. Between 80
to 100 Al-Qaeda fighters who
fled into Iran were provided
with false passports by
Hizbollah before being
relocated to Saudi Arabia and
Yemen.

At least 10 senior Al-Qaeda
commanders are believed to
have been sent to Lebanon, to
enable them to liase more
closely with Hizbollah
commanders in the Bekaa
valley. The American
magazine Vanity Fair recently
revealed that Al-Qaeda had
established a base on the

I-Qaeda and Hizbollah

Argentine border close to the
point where Hizbollah
terrorists planned the 1993
attack on the Israeli embassy
in Buenos Aires. While Al-
Qaeda’s presence in the Far
East was confirmed by the
bombing of a discotheque in
Bali in October, Hizbollah is
also known to have set up
cells in the Far East,
particularly in Indonesia,
Thailand, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Singapore.
Investigators in Kenya are
now trying to establish
whether there is any
connection between those
responsible for the Mombasa
attacks and the arrest of a
number of suspected
Hizbollah agents in Uganda in
September. A number of
Ugandan students had

_travelled to Iran for training

in various terrorist
techniques. — ©Telegraph
Group Limited, London, 2002

,




Iraq has destroyed,its weapons of mass destruction. Then why is the US unleashing a war?

W
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ESPITE THE promising start
n to the renewed weapons

inspection of Iraq last week,
the US continues to gird itself up
to unleash war on the country.
According to a report in the New
York Times, it has established a
new command centre in Qatar to
serve as the main headquarters for
the war on Iraq. It is also transfer-
ring missiles, tanks and other war
materials from bases and depots
all over the Middle East to Kuwait,
which will almost certainly be the
launch pad of the new invasion.

All this is accompanied by war-
like rhetoric that makes an on-
slaught on Iraq sound inevitable,
What is the US up to? Is it doing all
this to reinforce the UN’s threat
that Iraq will face the “severest con-
sequences” if it does not.cooperate
fully with the weapons inspectors?

Alternatively, does the prepara-
tion reflect the Bush administra-
tion’s certainty that Iraq will not
cooperate with UNMOVIC and will
therefore be found to be in material
breach of UN resolution 1441? Or
could it be that the US intends to
wage war on Iraq regardless of
whether-it complies fully with the
UN resolution or not? In a sane
world one would have had no diffi-
culty in ruling out the third possi-
bility. But as paranoia grips the
western world ever harder after
each succeeding terrorist attack,
the third option becomes more dif-
ficult to rule out.

Should the US decide to wage
war regardless of the outcome of
the inspections, it will claim that
Iraq did not cooperate with UN-
MOVIC to its satisfaction. It will
also claim, as it did in March 1998,
that a resolution warning Iraq of
‘the severest consequences’ pro-
vides sufficient cover for a member
of the UN to launch a military as-
sault on Iraq on its own. These as-
sertions will be accompanied by a
disinformation blitzkrieg in the
American media designed to prove
the case against Iraq and justify
its action.

Such a blitzkrieg has been on
ever since the summer when the US
first leaked its plans to invade Iraq
and replace Saddam Hussein with a
‘friendly regime’. To pursue it, the
Bush administration’s spin doctors
have relied upon the shortness of
public memory, widespread igno-
rance of the technologies that go
into the production of weapons of
mass destruction (WMD), and the
sheer complexity of the weapons
inspection process, to build a case
against Iraq that is based on half-

BY PREM SHANKAR JHA

HIDE-AND-SEEK: Mediapersons outside the al-Sejoud Palace, Baghdad

truths and innuendo. So over-
whelming has the assault been
that by the time the UN Security
Council met to discuss the resump-
tion of inspections, the world was
well on the way to being convinced
that Iraq had indeed used the past
four years to re-establish its WMD-
making capacity, and to restock
itself with chemical and biological
weapons.

The truth is different. At the end
of 1998, when UNSCOM finally
withdrew its inspectors on the eve
of the American air attack on Irag,
Saddam Hussein had virtually no
WMD left and, more important,
no factories for fabricating them.
What is equally certain is that Traq
has not been able to make any new
chemical and biological weapons
since then. Telling evidence in sup-
port of it has been presented in a
recent book by the one man most
qualified to speak on the inspection
system, who has had the courage to
speak out. This is the ex-US marine
intelligence officer who led the nu-
clear inspection team on UNSCOM
from 1991 to 1998, Scott Ritter.

Ritter’s career in UNSCOM testi-
fies to the zeal with which he car-
ried out his task. In late 1997 the
Iraqi government demanded his
removal from UNSCOM because
it believed that Ritter was a CIA
spy. When UNSCOM refused to
comply with its demand, Iraq de-
nied access to any sites to all Amer-
icans on UNSCOM.

Ritter was from marine intelli-
gence, but Irag’s ire had been
aroused by his close links with, and
heavy reliance upon, Israeli intelli-
gence. The UN condemned the Iraqi
action and the US threatened to
bomb Iraq if it did not resume full

cooperation. But only months later,
in August 1998, Ritter accused the
US and Britain of hamstringing the
inspectors and dragging their feet
on inspection and resigned from
UNSCOM. He was again right but
did not then realise that the US’
purpose was to delay the conclu-
sion of weapons inspection in or-
der to prevent the lifting of eco-
nomic sanctions upon Baghdad.
His realisation of how cynically
UNSCOM had been misused turned
him into the world’s foremost ‘dove’
on Iraq.

In a recent book, War on Irag, Rit-
ter has given details of how the in-
spectors worked in Iraq and the ob-
stacles the Iraqis placed in UN-
SCOM'’s way. By 1998, UNSCOM had
destroyed 100 per cent of Iraq’s nu-
clear material, plant and equip-
ment. He admits that since the
Iraqis destroyed most of their chem-
ical and biological weapons them-
selves instead of handing them over
to UNSCOM to destroy, and proba-
bly intentionally kept poor records
of what had been destroyed, there is
no way of being absolutely sure that
every last weapon and stock of tox-
ins had been destroyed by 1998. But
he was sure (and the latest British
and US intelligence assessments
concede as much) that 95 per cent
of the weapons and material had
been destroyed.

In the four years that have
elapsed since then, it is certain that
the rest of the material — Tabun
and Sarin nerve gases, Botulinum,
Anthrax and other toxins — had
been reduced to a harmless sludge.
This was because these had a
maximum shelf life of three to
four years. VX gas had a longer
shelf life, but the Iraqis had not

* Bush the bully

been able to set up a plant for its
manufacture. UNSCOM found and
destroyed 200 crates of glass lined
production equipment which was
destined for this plant. With that
the threat from VX came to an end.

Thus, to acquire a renewed WMD
capability after UNSCOM lett. Iraq
would have had to manufacture
new stocks and warheads. This,
Ritter points out, is impossible, be-
cause even if UNSCOM did not de-
stroy all of Iraq's chemical and bio-
logical weapons, it did destroy all of
Iraq’s weapons factories. Re-estab-
lishing these would cost tens of bil-
lions of dollars, which Iraq did not
have, and could not do with the
world watching its every move.

Ritter discounts any possibility
of Iraq resuming these pro-
grammes on technical grounds. He
details numerous lacunae in the
technical capabilities of Iraq's nu-
clear and missile scientists and
the unsuccessful attempts it made
to acquire the technology from
abroad. He points out that while
the chemical weapons programme
managed to produce some sta-
bilised VX gas, it was unlikelv that
Iraq had been able to ‘produc-
tionise’ the technology.

Ritter debunks the current An
glo-American attempt to convinee
the world that Irag has become a
threat to its neighbours and even to
the rest of the western world by
pointing out that it is impossible
to keep a nuclear enrichment or
chemical weapons programme se-
cret. The former produces specific
gases that modern laser-based gas
analysers can pick up even when
these are present in minute quanti-
ties at a considerable distance.
Also, nuclear enrichment releases
gamma rays and other particles
that are easy to detect.

Ritter's disclosures explain the
chasm that is opening between the
US and UK, and the UN Secretary
General and other permanent
members of the Security Council.
While the former see inspection as
a prelude to the invasion of Iraq
and want it to fail. the latter see
it as a way of eliminating any re-
maining threat that Iraq might
pose to its neighbours. as a prelude
to lifting economic sanctions and
bringing Iraq back into the inter-
national community,

The gap is seemingly unbridge-
able. The UN may not in the end
be able to prevent a US-UK invasion
of Iraq, but it must ensure that
they are given no opportunity to
claim the mantle of international
legitimacy:




“Al

JERUSALEM/CAIRO, DECEMBER 8

AL QAEDA has threatened faster,
harder strikes against the United States
and Israel “on land, air and sea” in a new
‘staternent attributed to the main Septem-
ber 11 suspect that was posted on a militant
website today. “The jewish crusader coali-
tion will not be safe anywhere from the
fighters’ attacks,” the statement said, using
‘a term common among Islamic militants
forwhat they see as a US-Israeli alliance.
“We will hit the most vital centers and we
will strike against its strategic operations
with all possible means.”

The statement was attributed to Al
Qaeda spokesman Sulaiman Abu Ghaith.
The web site, which has posted previous
statements attributed to the terror network,
included what appeared to be an old news-

paper photograph of Abu Ghaith with the

statement posted today. The whereabouts
of Abu Ghaith, alongwith Al Qaedaleader
Osama bin Laden, have been a mystery
since the network was chased out of its
Afghan haven by US bombing following
the September 11 attacks.

" “We will chase the enemy with terrify-
ing weapons,” today’s statement said. “We

have to widen our fighting fronts and con-*

duct more concentrated and faster opera-
tions ... So (the enemy) feels unsafe and un-

3
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The hotel in Kenya where Israeli tourists were attacked. Reuters file

stable on land, air and sea.” The statement
attributed to Abu Ghaith also said a pur-
ported Al Qaeda claim of responsibility for
the November 28 attacks on Israelis in
Kenyawas genuine. That claim was posted
onseveral other Islamicsites last week.
Today’s statement noted that Al Qaeda
does not usually claim responsibility for at-
tacks, but would do so “according to the rel-
evantcircumstances.”
* Meanwhile, Israel has received intelli-
gence information waming of plans by
Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda network to
attack Jews and Israelis in Prague, an Isracli
security source said on Sunday.

FEEA N

THE TELEGRAPH
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Israe] named Al Qaeda as the prime -

suspect in a suicide bombing at a hotel in

Kenya on November 28 that killed 13

Kenyans and three Israelis and a failed at-
tempt to shoot down with missiles an Israeli
airliner taking off nearby. “A specificwarn-
ingwas received recently about plansto at-

tack Jews and Israelis in Prague,” the secu- |

rity source said, without giving details.
The capital of the Czech Republicis a
popular travel destination for Israelis. The

from several foreign intelligence agencies
warning of Al Qaeda plansto target Israclis
overseas.
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"Al-Qaida scent”
in Karac)n blas
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THREE BODIES, their feet and
hands bound and their throats
cut, were recovered today from
the rubble of the Karachi offices
of the honourary consul of
Macedonia, which was de-
stroyed in an overnight explo-
sion. Slogans on the walls indi-
cated al-Qaida might have been
involved.

The victims, two men and one
woman, were all believed to be
Pakistanis.

Police are investigating the
possibility that the execution-
style killings and subsequent ex-
plosion at the Macedonian con-
sul office may have been in retal-
iation for the Kkilling of seven
Pakistanis in Macedonia in
March.

Doctors at Karachi’'s Jinnah
Medical Center who performed
autopsies on the victims said
their hands and legs were tied,
their mouths gagged and their
throats slit. The weapon used
was still in the body of one of the
victims, the doctors said.

One of the dead was the watch-
man, a Christian, police said.
The identities of the other two
victims, including one woman,
were not immediately known.

Police found slogans on a wall
inside the building referring to
the al-Qaida terrorist organisa-
tion and warning against “infi-
dels”. Karachi police said no one
had taken responsibility for the
killings. Scribbled on a wall in
blue ink were the words “al-Qai-
da Pakistan, result of aduitery”
and an Urdu couplet titled Mes-
sage for Infidels that said:
Loyalty will be returned in loyalty.
Oppression in oppression.

We are men like you.
We will do what you will do.

The building, located in a
Karachi suburb, should have
been empty but for the night
watchman, Bilal Quereshi, the
honourary consul general for

Karachi, December 5 \

Big Mac ex|)|os|on
in Indonesia kills 2

AN EXPLOSION has
ripped through a McDon-
ald’s restaurant in the east-
ern Indonesian city of
Makassar, killing two peo-
ple, police say. “There were
two blasts, the first at a Mc-
| Donald’s counter in Ratuh
Indah mall. Two people
died,” a police officer said.
Two people were serious-
ly wounded and several
were slightly hurt, he said.
A second explosion,
which caused no casualties,
occurred an hour later in a
car showroom about 4 km
away. Police were investigat-
ing whether the explosion;
were caused by bombs.
Reuters, Jakarta

Macedonia, said.

In March, police opened fire
on a van that tried to drive
through a roadblock in Macedo-
nia. They killed seven Pakistanis
and said they found seven AK-47
assault rifles, several hand
grenades and ammunition in the
van,

Macedonian officials said
they were planning attacks on
Western embassies. One of the
suspects was identified as Ah-

met Tkaz, 24, a Pakistani listed as
a known crmnnal by Interpol.

Thursday’s explosion woke up
sleeping residents, shattered
windows and sent frightened
neighbours running into the
sireet. “I was sleeping. It was a
huge explosion. I jumped the
fence to escape. I didn't know
what had happened,” said Alla-
dida, a household worker in a
neighbouring home.

AP
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SRINAGAR, DEC. 4: The militant outfit, Lashkar-e-
Taiba, today announced a four-day unilateral
ceasefire as a “goodwill gesture” to the people of
Kashmir to celebrate Id-ul-Fitr. In a statement to
the local news agency CNS, the LeT spokesman,
Abu Huzaifa, said the ceasefire would start a day
before Id.

Id marks the end of the fasting month of Rama-
dan and will be celebrated on Friday or Saturday,
based on the appearance of the moon.

This is for the first time that a militant orga-
nisation has announced a ceasefire on the eve of
1d.

Mr. Huzaifa said that LeT members would not
carry out attacks on the security forces during the
four days and that suitable directions had been
given to the “field commanders.” *This ceasefire
also covers politicians and surrendered militants

/LeT declares Id )/ceasefire

By Shujaat Bukhari wo’ A ao are on our hit-list.’

The decision had been
en at the highest level.

Saif-ul-Islam, “chief commander” of the Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen, meanwhile, sent his greetings to
the people of Kashmir on the eve of Id.

‘A positive step’

PTI reports:

“This is a welcome and positive step as it will
help save many lives. It would have been wel-
comed more heartily if it had been for the entire
holy month of Ramadan,” the Deputy Chief Min-
ister, Mangat Ram Sharma said.

State’s Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister,
Muzaffar Hussain Beig, while hoping that the an-
nouncement had actually been made by LeT, told
PTI in Delhi that “although the ceasefire may be
symbolic, it is a step in the right direction. We
would have liked it more if it was turned into a
forever affair.”
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~ ~Putin’s warning on Pak.

4 n-weapons serious:
\

SHIMLA, DEC. 2. Endorsing the
Russian President, Vladimir Pu-
tin’s fears on Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons falling into the hands
of terrorists, the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
asked the international com-
munity, especially Islamabad’s
allies, to take note of the “seri-
ous threat”. Mr. Vajpayee was
responding to questions from
newspersons about Mr. Putin’s
remarks that the weapons of
mass destruction in Pakistan
could fall into terrorists’ hands.

“If there is a threat that Pakis-
tan’s weapons of mass destruc-
tion will land up in the hands of
extremists there is a serious
threat. We should take note of
it.” On Indo-Pak. relations, Mr.
Vajpayee regretted the delay in
Islamabad’s failure to reciproc-
ate India’s gesture in according
the Most Favoured Nation sta-
tus to that country. “We must
delink bilateral issues from
steps to strengthen trade and
economic cooperation in the re-
gion,” he added.

A ‘trusted friend’
In New Delhi, Mr. Vajpayee
said in an interview to the Rus-

n!

sian news channel Itar-Tass
that Mr. Putin was a ‘trusted
friend’.

“We have stood by each other
through thick and thin and we
understand each other well. No
attempt to create misunder-
standings between us has suc-

céed¥€d.” Observing that he has
a\‘deep personal relationship”
h Mr. Putin, he said “‘we
keep meeting regularly. If need
be, we talk on the phone. Dis-
cussions are always very frank.
There is no hesitation in our
hearts when we talk.” — PTI

Pak. must honour
obligations: Russia

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, DEC. 2. A day before the Russian President, Vladimir
Putin, begins an official visit to India, Russia’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Igor Ivanov, reiterated Moscow’s support for Delhi on the
issue of cross-border terrorism, even as a Russian-Pakistani
joint working group on terrorism met here.

Russia “shares the view that Pakistan must honour its obli-
gations to dismantle the terrorist infrastructure on the terri-
tory under its control,” Mr. Ivanov said in the
Government-owned daily Rossiiskaya Gazeta, stressing that
close cooperation of neighbouring countries was essential for
resolving the problem of cross-border terrorism.

Stating that Russia also faced the threat of cross-border
terrorism from Chechen terrorists based in the Pankisi Gorge
in neighbouring Georgia, Mr. Ivanov expressed “understand-
ing for India’s concerns over the infiltration of groups of
militants across the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir.”
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" KENYA / ‘BACK-UP TEAM AIDED SUICIDE ATTACKS'

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), DEC. 2. In-
vestigators of the bombing of

~ an Israeli hotel in Mombasa are
narrowing down their suspi-
cions on two suspects who may
have masterminded the attack
that killed 13 people including
three Israelis.

According to security analy-
sts, the investigation trail is
leading to Fazul, the leader of
Al-Qaeda’s East African cells
since the mid-nineties and Ab-
dullah Ahmad Abdullah.

Both are suspected to have
masterminded the hotel attack
as well as the attempt to shoot
down a chartered Israeli pas-
senger plane that had 260 peo-
ple on board. Both suspects are
believed to be members of the
Jihad Islami, the operational
arm of the Al-Qaeda.

Fazul’s name had cropped
up during investigations of the
November 1996 hijack of an
Ethiopian Airlines flight from
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and Nai-
robi in which seven Israelis in-
cluding five key officials of the
Israeli Aircraft Industries were
killed.

The probe so far indicates
that around 25 Al-Qaeda activ-
ists were directly or indirectly
involved in the hotel attack
along with scores of others who
played a supportive role, mak-
ing it one of the largest oper-
ations which the group has

“\" Probe trail leads to Al-Qae

Kenyan soldiers looking for clues amidst a heap of fire
extinguishers at the scene of the suicide bomb attack at
the Paradise hotel in Mombasa, Kenya, on Monday. — AP

mounted. It is now becoming
increasingly evident that the Al-
Qaeda had positioned back-up
teams both near the hotel as
well at the airport.

This was. felt necessary in
case the lead group failed to ac-
complish its mission.

The probe so far has indicat-
ed that two missile teams were
kept at the airport.

The first was located at one
end of the runway, while the
second was estimated to be
around 5 km from the airstrip’s
other end.

Apparently, the second
group was positioned to shoot

down the plane in case the first
team missed its target due to
plane drifting during take-off
on account of shifts in the wind
direction.

The missiles, it is concluded,
missed their target because the
plane was armed with infrared
flares that were released and
“fooled” these weapons.

The identity of the missiles
used in the attack is yet to be
established.

They could either be the Rus-
sian-built Strella missiles, the
SA-7 Grail, or the U.S.-made
Stingers that the Al-Qaeda
might have acquired in Afghan-

W0 - |

istan and
modified.

The missile groups immedi-
ately left the airport once the
plane escaped the attack. Inves-
tigators are working on the the-
ory that the back-up teams flew
out of Mombasa to a destina-
tion in Somalia.

This hypothesis has gained
some credence as the Mombasa
international airport radars
have recorded that a plane had
landed at a point in south of
Mombasa town and three
planes took off from the same
place, a short while later.

Al-Qaeda activists are appar-
ently heavily concentrated in
the Somalian fishing villages
along the eastern coast be-
tween Kismoayo port and Ras
Kaambooni, not far from the
Kenyan border.

It is suspected that several
hundred extremists who fought
in Afghanistan in the winter of
2001 and early 2002 are now in
this area.

The attack targeting Israelis
in Mombasa is seen by analysts
as an expression of the Al-Qae-
da’s new terror offensive that
began on Oct. 6 with the suicide
attack on the French oil tanker
Limburg in the Gulf of Aden.
This was followed by the Oct. 18
bombings in Bali, the Moscow
theatre siege on Oct. 23 and the
killing of a U.S. official, Lau-
rence Foley, in Amman on Oct.
28.

subsequently
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Solan\New Delhi: Accusing Pak-
istan of trying to destabilise India’s
economy through terrorism, Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on
Sunday said the government had in-
formation that terrorists might tar-
get more temples in the country.

“Our neighbour is perturbed with
our progress and economic develop-
ment. Terrorism is being used to
destabilise our economy,” he said.
“But we will not be frightened and
will fight terrorism and win the war
against it,” he said addressing a
function in Solan.

Referring to the recent terrorist
attack on the Raghunath temple in
Jammu, he said, “More temples can
be targeted. We have information in
this regard. Terrorists are targeting
religious places with an aim to in-
cite communal riots in the country.”

Mr Vajpayee said previous gov-
ernments at the Centre had “neg-
lected” defence because of world
pressure. The international commu-
nity had tried to put pressure also
on his government in 1998 when
preparations were being made for
the Pokhran nuclear tests, he said.

“They said there is no need for our
nuclear tests as they were there for

ple attacks

M\

Advanis statement
unfortunate: Pak

Islamabad: Pakistan on Sunday
warned India against war-mon-
gering after deputy Prime Minis-
ter L.K. Advani challenged Pak-
istan to drop its support to ter-
rorists in Kashmir or fight an-
other war.

“No one in India should live un-
der the illusion that a self-re-
specting nation like Pakistan can
be cowed down by any amount of
intimidation and coercion,” in-
formation minister  Sheikh
Rasheed said. “It is unfortunate
that Mr Advani has again started
beating the war drums. He should
be aware that although Pakistan
does not want any conflict, it is
fully prepared to give a crushing

reply to any misadventure by In-
dia,” he said. are

our protection,” he said. But the gov-
ernment went ahead with its plan.
Meanwhile, a day after daring
Pakistan to a fourth war, deputy
Prime Minister L..K. Advani on Sun-

THE TIMES OF INDLL

likely: PM

day stepped up his offensive against
Islamabad and asked the interna-
tional community to “ostracise ter-
ror states”.

Without directly referring to Pak-
istan, he said, “Terrorist organisa-
tions are dangerous but terror states
are far more dangerous. The inter-
national community should os-
tracise such terror states in the in-
terest of democracy, civilisation and
humanity.”

Addressing the 37th Raising Day
parade of the Border Security Force
on the outskirts of New Delhi, Mr
Advani said although the neighbour-
ing country had banned some terror-
ist outfits “under international pres-
sure”, it continued to provide protec-
tion and refuge to such elements.

Pakistan, having been defeated
thrice in war and having realised it
can never win a direct confrontation
with India, had resorted to terror-
ism, he said. “Innocent civilians,
women and children are being made
targets. This poses a grave threat
not only to the common man but
also to democracy, civilisation and
humanity. The earlier the world re-
alises it, the better jt-would be for
humanity,” he SW

| Nl



Howard for pre-emptive attack on térrorists

SYDNEY, DEC. 1. The Australian
Prime Minister, John Howard,
said today he was prepared to
act against terrorists in neigh-
bouring Asian countries and
that international law and the
U.N. Charter should be changed
to empower nations to strike
‘pre-emptively against terrorists,
who plan to attack them.

“It stands to reason that if
you believe somebody was go-
ing to launch an attack on your
country, either of a convention-
al kind or a terrorist kind, and
you had a capacity to stop it and
there was no alternative other
than to use that capacity, then
of course, you would have to
use it,” he told Australian TV
‘Channel Nine’.

Asked if that meant taking
pre-emptive action against ter-
rorists in a neighbouring coun-
try, Mr. Howard said: “Oh yes. I
think any Australian Prime Min-

ister would.”” He declined to
give details when asked if Aus-
tralian commandos could be
used. Mr. Howard’s comments

come as his nation nervously
watches how Southeast Asian
countries to its north deal with
the Islamic militants in the

wake of the October 12 bomb-

ings on Indonesia’s resort is- |

land of Bali.

Outrage in Asia

Asian countries reacted with
outrage and described as arro-
gant Mr. Howard's comments.

The Indonesian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, Marti Natale-
gawa, said Australia had no
i to take military action in

tates cannot willy-nilly flout
international law and norms.
We have to work within the sys-
tem,” he said.

A Thailand Government
spokesman said any Australian
request to conduct operations
on Thai soil would require
“highly cautious
consideration.”

“Nobody does anything like
this,” he said. —AP

FACING THREATS?: A Westem tourist couple walk through a
crowded Central Market in Kuala Lumpur, Maiaysia, recently.
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B9

| wlsrae is take over investigation

MOMBASSA (KENYA), NOV. 30. The 1nvest1gat10n
into a pair of simultaneous attacks on Israeli
tourists along Kenya’s lush coast inched for-
ward on Saturday, with security officials
questioning 10 foreigners and trying to trace
the vehicle used in a missile attack.

Police released two foreigners, Alicia Kal-
hammer, an American, and Jose Tena, her
Spanish husband, who had been detained

- —

l

immediately after the Thursday mommg
attacks. Police had said they were picked
up on Friday. The Somalis and Pakistanis
arrived at Mombasa port in a leaking
boat on Monday, he said. As far as the
police know, they did not leave the
dhow, a traditional wooden ship with a
triangular sail, he said. It was not clear

sile launchers, which he said were originally ol-
ive green but had been painted blue by the
terrorists, were “‘most likely”’ Russian, but could
be German or American.

But the Financial Times, whose reporter saw
the launchers when police were showing them
to the Kenyan President, Daniel arap Moi, on
Friday, said on Saturday the serial number on

since shortly after the attacks Thursday.

Police were still questioning six Pakistani

men and four Somali men.

Kenyan and Israeli authorities sealed off

one of them indicated they were manufactured
by Zid or the V.A. Degtyarev weapons plant
northeast of Moscow in March 1974. An official
contradicted earlier police statements by saying
the Pakistanis and Somalis had been detained

where the men came from. The police
had earlier said the Pakistanis and So-
malis had suspicious documents, but
Mr. Sunkuli said not all of them were
travelling on false passports. — AP

the blackened shell of the Paradise Hotel, hit
by a suicide car bomb that killed 10 Kenyans,
three Israelis and the three bombers.

Israeli investigators, assisted by Kenyan
police, appeared to be doing most of the evi-
dence-gathering, both at the site near Mom-
basa airport from which two missiles were
fired at an Israeli passenger jet on Thursday
and at the hotel 20 km to the north, where
the car bomb exploded five minutes later.
U.S. security officials are also involved in the
investigation.

“I'm happy with the way the investigation
is going,” the Internal Security and Defence
Minister, Julius Sunkuli told The Associated
Press. ‘‘We are really trying to work hard to
get more clues about the other car (that car-
ried the missiles) because we don’t think it
has left Kenya.”

Police have found the registration plate
for the vehicle used in the suicide attack, but
it’s not clear who the owners are. There has
been no progress tracing the vehicle used in
the missile attack.

The two missiles streaked past a Boeing
757 Israeli charter aircraft owned by Arkia
Airlines as it left the Mombasa airport bound
for Tel Aviv.

Officials close to the investigation said it
was likely that the rockets were Russian-
made Strelas, a shoulder-fired surface-to-aj

CLOSE BRUSH: Tourists sit outside the hotel in Kikambala, Kenya, In this
amateur video image showing the aftermath of Thursday’s bomb attack,
made available on Friday. — AP
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@'k Not the time to go “soft"y\

HERE are no easy answers in Kashmir and thyse who

think they have found one are soon disappointéd. Bug

three sharp reminders in three days do not seem to have

dulled Mufti Mchammed Sayeed’s enthusiasm to appeal-to
the better side of Kashmiri militants. The Jammu temple
attacks, which followed a highway blast targeting army
men and a raid on a security camp, should force a rethink.
The point here is not that Mufti’s release of militants and
separatists, although amateurish and ad hoc, are
supplying the men and materiel for the recent attacks.
Quite the contrary: Kashmir violence has for sometime lost
local flavour. But terrorism planners see an opportunity in
Mufti’s new policy — to drive home the message that vio-
lence is easy and to tell locals and semi-political entities
who want to negotiate that they should not expect any
gains. If the state government keeps releasing jailed mili-
tants and if their Pakistani-sponsored cousins keep up the
new vieolent tempo, the “soft” policy will become a political
and tactical burden for Indian authorities. The authority of
the state, a hugely important factor in the tactics against
terror, can end up getting enormously eroded. The serious
danger here is that in an effort to save face, the PDP-led
government may persist with its policy and thereby create
a situation that would be farcical were the stakes and body
count not so high. Congress has a crucial role to play in
persuading the PDP that a quick reassessment is better
than a long drawn out mess. Ghulam Nabi Azad had
indicated yesterday that a rethink may be necessary.

Of immediate concern is the transparent attempt by Isla-
mic jihadis to turn terrorism into a communal violence-
booster. So far, the attacks on temples — security analysts
expect more in the coming days — haven’t led to Hindu-
Muslim clashes, because administrators have been firm
and the goons who profess to be hard line Hindus got the
message. But Jammu’s temple attacks led to frayed
tempers. Vigilance and quick, and if necessary, ruthless
putting down of “answering” arsonists will be required in
the state and elsewhere. Authorities should assume the
worst — that one day terrorists may create enough may-
hem in a high profile temple for passions to rise — and
prepare themselves. The first signs of communal tension
should be met by an overwhelming show of state force.
Thugs must be arrested, and their leaders, too, if they show
their hand. As India’s long and weary battle with jikad
continyes, the worst response we can provide is to do what
they want us to. / /

THE STATESMAM

1 PEF 2™



12 held for Kenya

JAWS OF DEATH: An Israeli investigator at the attack site in
Paradise Hotel near Mombasa on Friday. — AFP

A enc France Presse

MOMBESA, Nov. 29. — A total
of 12 people including six
Pakistanis have been detained in
the Kenyan investigation of at-
tacks on a hotel and an Israeli
plane in Mombasa, the Kenyan
police commissioner said today.
Israel today airlifted some 250
tourists and the bodies of three
victims of the suicide attack as
medical teams and investigators
poured into the east African
country, an Israeli official said.
“Ten more people were de-
tained today for questioning,”
Kenyan police commissioner Mr
Philemon Abonjo said. “We are
not saying they are suspects yet.”
Two others, a couple, were de-
tained yesterday morning shortly
after the twin attacks. They wcere
arrested in a hotel neighbouring
the Mombasa Paradise Hotel.
The 10 include a person, who
police said, they had detained over-
night in the centre of Mombasa.
Mr Abonjo said all 10 were from
the Mombasa area but did not say
if they held foreign passports.
An Israeli spokesman said:
“During the last hours we flew

THESTATESHAS
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four Hercules planes to Momba-
sa. They arrived with doctors. psy-
chologists and police investiga-
tors. We brought a lot of blood.
We flew back 15 injured people.
three bodies and 235 non-injured.
among them 140 survivors plus
others staying in hotels in Mom-
basa. We also flew one Kenyan
woman, badly injured, who wan-
ted to be treated in Israel.”

Early on Friday. a score of Isra-
eli investigators arrived at the
wrecked hotel complex, alongside
three US officials who photograph-
ed the cordoned-off compound
and a Kenyan team which pored
over the debris. Rabbis carefully
collected and bagged any human
remains they could find, in keeping
with Jewish religious practise.

Another Israeli woman gath-
ered small samples of the remains.
presumably as forensic cvidence.
All but the Kenyan officials left
the scene shortly after 9 a.m.

US codemnation: Mr Colin Powell
has condemned the attacks against
Israeli targets in Kenya and urged
Palestinians to take “immediate and
sustained steps to eradicate the in-
frastructure of terrorism and vio-
lence™, adds AFP from Washington.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2002

.9\ TERROR SEEKING A CAUSE e

THREE ATTACKS TARGETING Israelis on Thurs-
day cannot be described as anything other than
barbaric acts of'terrorism. However, while Is-
raelis were among the victims of these attacks
and while anger at Israel’s treatment of the Pal-
estinians supposedly constituted the motive of
the perpetrators, a distinction must be drawn
between the attack inside Israel and the two-
pronged effort in Kenya. The shooting down of
six people in the northern Israeli town of Beit
She’an bore the hallmarks of an action by the
Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade which has also claimed
responsibility for it. As such, it was yet one more
in the series of assaults undertaken by Palesti-
nian groups in furtherance of their intifada.
While the killing of these innocent civilians can
in no manner be justified, it at least fits into a
context in which the Palestinians claim that they
are retaliating in equal measure to indiscrimi-
nate and excessive action by the Israeli military.
On the other hand, the coordinated twin attacks
in Mombasa — only one of which was successful
— appeared to be the handiwork of Al-Qaeda.
Three Israelis were among those killed in the
suicide car bomb attack on the beach resort in
Kenya (the rest being Kenyan nationals) and
passengers on an Israeli charter flight were for-
tunate to escape the two shoulder-fired rockets
that barely missed their target. A hitherto un-
known group calling itself “Army of Palestine”
has claimed responsibility, but several factors in-
dicate that the Kenya attacks were more prob-
ably carried out by the Al-Qaeda network rather
than any accredited Palestinian group. Although
there might be some connections between Al-
Qaeda and the Palestinian radical groups, there
is scant evidence thus far that they have ever
acted in concert.

An important factor that diminishes the prob-
ability that Hamas, Islamic Jehad or any other of
the known Palestinian militant groups had a
hand in the attacks in Kenya is that they have not
till now demonstrated the capability to strike so

~

far from their home bases. These groups have
always struck within Israel or the occupied terri-
tories since the intifada began and the creation
of an immediate sense of identity between the
Palestinian people and the “martyrs” (i.e. those
who carry out suicide attacks) has been a neces-
sary part of the mobilisational and motivational
techniques used by these groups. East Africa, as
was demonstrated by the attacks on U.S. embas-
sies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam four years ago,
was a major area of operations for Osama bin
Laden before he took refuge in Afghanistan. After
the dismantling of its Afghan bases, it is believed
that many Al-Qaeda members have re-grouped
in the vicinity of the Horn of Africa, especially
chaotic Somalia. As it resurrects itself, Al-Qaeda
and its affiliates have been striking at tourist
spots — from Tunisia to Bali — because they
make for soft targets and because attacks on holi-
day-makers increase the sense of vulnerability all
around. Osama, perhaps in the search for more
legitimacy than his nebulous xenophobia can
provide, has been rhetorically targeting Israel af-
ter September 2001— and the series of violent
attacks could show that he is now backing his
words with action. Lastly, of course, Al-Qaeda
has proven that it has the sophistication and or-
ganisational muscle to mount a complex set of
attacks at any spot in the world.

Since the three actions on Thursday were all
acts of terrorism, should it matter that one could
be attributed to a Palestinian group and the other
two to Al-Qaeda? A short answer is that while the
Palestinian groups target Israelis, and hence do
not threaten the rest of humankind, an Al-Qaeda
that does not so discriminate is most certainly
the greater menace. Another reason for drawing
the distinction is to ensure that the legitimate
struggle of the Palestinian people, sullied though
it is by the methods employed by their terrorist
groups, is not reduced to the status of a cheap
cosmetic for an Al-Qaeda that exists solely to ter-
rorise.
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said they were holding a dozen peo-
ple on Friday for the attacks on Is-
raelis which killed 15 people, after
Israel vowed to hunt down all those
behind the Mombasa bloodbath.

A man and a woman detained in
connection with Thursday’s bomb
and missile attacks had US pass-
ports and said they were from
Florida, the manager of a hotel
where they stayed told Reuters. He
said the man and the woman, who
appeared in their 20s, checked into
his hotel on November 26 and had
tried to check out on Thursday
morning, about two hours after
the suicide bombing. The police
said they were hunting others of
Arab appearance.

Suicide bombers drove a jeep
into the lobby of the Israeli-owned
Mombasa Paradise hotel and blew
it up, killing 15 people, minutes af-
ter missiles were fired at a plane
full of Israeli tourists taking off
nearby early on Thursday.

By Friday, 12 people had been
detained. A police spokesman said

Sharon wins Likud leadership poll

erusalem Israeli foreign minis-

g7 ter Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu conced-
ed defeat to Prime
Minister  Ariel
Sharon on Thurs-
day in the race for
the Likud party
leadership after
exit polls project-
Ariel Sharon ¢ 3 sweeping vic-
tory for the incumbent.

Mr Netanyahu, a hawkish for-
mer prime minister, congratulat-
ed Mr Sharon in a phone call, a
spokesman for Mr Netanyahu
said.

A Channel One exit poll gave
Mr Sharon 61 per cent of the
votes compared to 37 per cent for
Mr Netanyahu among the 305,000
members of the right-wing
Likud. A Channel Two poll put
the figures at 58 per cent for Mr
Sharon and 40.5 percent for Mr
Netanyahu.

Victory would be Mr Sharon’s
first step on the road to retaining
the prime minister’s post which
he has held for almost two years
because Likud is widely expected
to defeat the centre-left Labour
Pary in a general election on Jan-
uary 28. Reuters

the first three seized were all for-
eigners. “Immediately after the in-
cident we detained two for interro-
gation and I feel they could give us
useful information,” police com-
missioner Philemon Abong’o told
a news conference.

-

HE THIES OF INDiA

“By this morning we had also
detained a further 10 people who
are under our custody because we
feel that some of them have infor-
mation which could be useful to
us.” He declined to give the nation-
alities of those held.

detains 12 for bomb.attacks

Mombasa(Kenya): Kenyan p(gQge\

Israe ﬂew home wounded sur-
vivors and Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon vowed a swift response. Is-
raeli security experts rushed to
Mombasa to examine the charred
wreckage of the Paradise hotel.

“Our long arm will catch the at-
tackers and those who despatch
thenr,” Mr Sharon said on Thurs-
day after his Likud party re-elect-
ed him as its leader ahead of Is-
rael’s January 28 general election.

Israeli and Kenyan officials
have been quick to blame Osama
bin Laden’s Al Qaida network for
the attack on the Paradise, which
killed three Israelis, nine Kenyans
and the three bombers. More than
a dozen Israelis and more than 60
others were injured.

But the White House said it was
too soon to blame the group it ac-
cuses of masterminding the Sep-
tember 11 attacks on the United
States last year.

In a fax sent to Reuters, the pre-
viously unheard of ‘“Army of
Palestine” claimed responsibility.
There was no confirmation. reuters

3 0 NOV 7002
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MOMBASA (KENYA), NOV. 28. Suicide bombers
blew up a hotel full of Israelis in Kenya to-
day, killing 14 persons minutes after mis-
siles narrowly missed an Israeli airliner
taking off nearby, in an apparently synchro-
nised attack.

Israeli and Kenyan officials swiftly
blamed the Al-Qaeda network, while the
i previously unheard-of “Army of Palestine”
! sent a claim of responsibility to Reuters. Po-
MNice said they were questioning two persons
near the scene of the hotel bomb.

Witnesses spoke of Israeli tourists and
other survivors, streaked with blood and
dust, staggering to the beach from the shat-
tered Mombasa Paradise resort hotel and
screaming for water after the attackers
rammed a car bomb into the lobby. There
! were discrepancies in the casualty figures.
“There should be initial indications that 14
persons have died,” Kenya's Interior Minis-
ter, Julius Sunkuli, said.

Wreckage of ¢ ombers’ car was left 15
metres fro e smouldering rubble of the

‘Suicide attack on Kenya hotel,
< missiles fired at Israeli plane *’

entrance to the hotel, reported to be Israeli-
owned, where most guests were Israeli.
“Around 7:30, we heard a massive explo-
sion. The entire building shook,” Kelly Har-
tog, a witness, wrote on the website of
Israel’s Jerusalem Post. “‘1 saw people cov-
ered with blood, including children. Every-
one seemed to be screaming.”

Minutes before the hotel blast, missiles
were fired at an Israeli Arkia airliner, carry-
ing 261 passengers as it took off from Mom-
basa’s airport. “About two km from the
airport, two missiles were fired at the air-
craft from a white Pajero (jeep) by some
people who are suspected to be of Arab ori-
gin. Both missiles missed the aircraft,” the
police spokesman, Kimgori Mwangi, said.

“We spotted two white smoke trails pass-
ing us on the left side, from the rear to the
front, and disappearing after a few sec-
onds,” the pilot, Rafi Marik, said.

A Kenyan security source said it was be-
lieved the attackers used shoulder-borne
missile launchers. The hotel attackers were

07|

also described as bearing Arab featu\'es and
driving a four-wheeled-drive Pajero they
had turned into a suicide bomb.

Israeli and Kenyan officials were quick to
accuse the Al-Qaeda network. If true, these
would be the first direct attacks on Israelis
by the Saudi fugitive, Osama bin Laden’s
group. A statement faxed to Reuters in Bei-
rut, however, said the attacks were carried
out by the “Army of Palestine” to mark the
anniversary of the 1947 U.N. resolution par-
titioning Palestine between the Arabs and
the Jews. There was no confirmation of the
claim.

AP reports from Jerusalem:

Israel said that it would track down those
responsible for the twin attacks, which Is-
raeli officials said bore the hallmarks of the
Al-Qaeda network. The Mossad spy agency,
which has a long record of hunting terror
suspects, will lead t vestigation, offi-
cials said. “Our h will reach them,” Is-
rael’s Defence Minister, Shaul Mofaz.

U.S. awaiting clues: Page 14
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ERROR ATTACKS FEARED; GUARDS POSTED AT SYDNEY OPERA

Australia, Canada close
~missions in Manila

SYDNEY, Nov. 28. —
Security was beefed up at
Sydney's Opera House and
Harbour Bridge, while
Australia and Canada shut
down their embassies in
Manila, citing specific thre-
ats of Muslim attacks, possi-
bly within days. Both
governments warned their
citizens to stay away from
the Philippines, long wrack-
ed by violence by terror
gangs linked to Al Qaida.

The European Union's
representative office also
shut down, according to a
building administrator, alth-
ough the office itself did not
give a reason for its closure.
It is in the same building as
the Australian embassy.

In Manila, armed police
closed streets, set up
barricades and encircled the
Australian Embassy.

Australian foreign minis-
ter Mr Alexander Downer
said Canberra had received
a “very specific” intelli-
gence report last night that

.\\

warned of a possible mili-
tant attack. It is not only
location specific, targeting
the Australian Embassy
itself, but also it's time
specific in the sense that we
are talking over the next few
days,” Mr Downer said.

He said threats had also

"HE STATESZAR

HIGH ALERT: A policeman patrols the Sydney Opera House on Thursday. — AFP

been made against targets
linked to other nations,
which he declined to iden-
tify.

In Manila, authorities
tightened security in the
capital that has been hit
before by bombings. Armed
police closed streets, set up

barricades and circled the
Australian Embassy after it
was shut.

Philippine national secu-
rity adviser Mr Roilo Golez
said his government was
unaware of specific threats
but was working to clarify
the situation.

- -
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IN REITERATING THEJR commitment to com-
bat the financing of terrprism, the Finance Min-
isters and Central Bankers of the Group of 20
(G-20) have demonstrated that the civilised
world remains alive to the need to counter the
menace at different levels and through multiple
techniques. At almost the same time as the G-20
was holding its fourth ministerial meeting in
New Delhi, the U. S. administration and the
Government of the United Kingdom made clear
that they would not be contributing to the funds
being raised for reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion in the north and east of Sri Lanka uniess
and until the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) renounced violence and terror in all its
forms. These two developments — a reaffirma-
tion of principle at one level and specific action
at another — also indicate that the nations ac-
tively involved in the coalition against terror are
sharpening their definition of the phenomenon
that they are trying to combat. The underlying
import of the message that has been given to
the LTTE is that it is the methodologies that
terrorist groups resort to, rather than the causes
they claim to promote, that define them as
such. It has also been made clear that no re-
sponsible government will contribute financial-
ly towards very genuine and necessary ends so
Jong as there is a remote possibility that these
funds might be diverted for use in terrorist ac-
tivity. It may also be recalled that the Interna-
tional Convention for the Suppression of the
Financing of Terrorism adopted by the United
Nations in 1999 established as an independent
crime the very act of providing or collecting
funds with the intention or knowledge that they
would be used to carry out terrorist acts.
While most Governments do appear to be
firm in their determination to dry up the sourc-
es of finance for terrorism, the implementation
of declarations to this effect has proven to be far
more problematic since several of the organisa-
tions that are known to indulge in terrorism do
Ve

%JRBI
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THE FINANC

NG OF TERROR

P
also involve themselves in charitable works.
Some Governments have taken the route of im-
posing a blanket ban on all fundraising by
groups that have anything to do with terrorism.
But others find the altruistic activities of such
groups so attractive that they try to create space
for themselves by arguing that funds intended
for legitimate activities can be distinguished
from those meant for the illegitimate and that
they can and will interdict the latter. This is
clearly an unviable position since no such dis-
tinction can be made once the monies flow into
the coffers of any organisation; and so long as
some Governments remain ambiguous on the
matter, terrorist organisations will be able to at-
tract finances from legitimate sources. The im-
mensity of the problem can only be imagined
once it is realised that funds raised through le-
gally legitimate methods make up only a por-
tion, and very often much the smaller portion, of
the total quantum of finances available to ter-
rorist groups. A nexus has long existed between
the global terror network and the international
criminal fraternity especially in connection with
the trade in narcotics.

If the choking off of finance for terrorism at its
source is a problem in itself, no less difficult is
the task of interdicting the transfer of funds. The
events of September 2001 did at least awaken
the world’s major financial powers to the need
to become more active in the efforts to curb
money laundering. Yet, as India’s efforts in re-
spect of the hawala market have shown, it might
be possible to divert most remittances from
abroad into legitimate channels but much more
than financial regulations are required when the
funds are going to be used for illegal purposes.
The question, however, is whether the major fi-
nancial powers can claim that they are doing all
in their power to combat terrorism when they
tolerate tax havens and other mechanisms that
blunt regulatory control over money transac-
tions worldwide.
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Jammu' and Kashm! }')*s post-election tryst with peace
has been brutally shattered with a string of bloody
strikes — on two telples in Jammu on Sunday and
several fidayeen attacks earlier in the Valley. Yet, we
might have known this was coming. The Jammu siege
did not kill many, but it was traumatic nonetheless for
those held hostage. It was an ordeal equally for those
who watched the terrifying moments on television
screens: Blood-splattered temple floors and panic-
stricken devotees caught between flying bullets. There
should be no doubt whatever as to the objective of
those who masterminded the horror: To derail Indian
democracy and confuse and communalise its polity.
Unfortunately, the desperation of this cross-border act
seems to have escaped the political bosses in Delhi.
BJP spokesperson Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi attributed the
attack to the Mufti government’s kid glove treatment
of separatists. A more sympathetic Arun Jaitley said
while he would not blame the J&K government, he
expected the new ministry to review its soft stand
vis-a-vis the separatists. It can be nobody’s case that
terrorism should be condoned. To the contrary
However, terror cannot be liquidated without an
understanding of the whys and wherefores of it.

The reason for fresh terrorist violence in the case of
J&K should be clear to anyone who has watched the
return of democracy in that troubled state. For the first
time in over two decades Kashmir has a government
which is not a condescending gift from New Delhi but
one that genuinely represents the aspirations of the
people, indeed that talks the language of dialogue. Chief
minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed has never hidden his
sympathies for the separatists. This is not necessarily
a bad thing. If anything, this displays a degree of
empathy with local sentiments, long thought to be
absent from the calculations of Delhi and vital for en-
suring the return of dissidents to the mainstream. The
key thing here is to differentiate between separatism
and militancy. The first is an idea born of long years of
alienation. The second is Pakistan-inspired mischief. It
isonly by reaching out to the first that the second can be
defeated. In other words, any action that strengthens the
process of dialogue will automatically isolate militancy.
Those who want the Mufti government to get tougher
with the Kashmiri separatists must know that Pakistan
would like nothing better. For that will once again
blur the distinction between Pak-based terrorists and
Kashmiri separatists. Between those who will attack
temples to cause communal trouble and those who use
azadi as a means of expressing their alienation.

THE TOES OF INDIA 2F v am
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S ‘CENTRE NOT CONSULTED ON RELEASE OF MILITANTS .

" Pak. responsible for

lammu attack: Advani-«

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, NoV. 25. The Deputy
Prime Minister and Union
Home Minister, L. K. Advani, to-
day held Pakistan responsible
for Sunday’s terrorist attack on
the Raghunath temple in Jam-
mu. “Our neighbour is respon-
sible for all this,”” he told
Parliament.

In the course of his suo moru
statement, and later while an-
swering questions in the Lok
Sabha, Mr. Advani came down

heavily on Pakistan and sought .

to allay the impression that the
Centre and the Jammu and
Kashmir Government were not
working in coordination. He
was cautious in not criticising
the State Government’s deci-
sion to release some militants
and said that the attacks would
have taken place anyway. “It is
not that the release of terrorists
has led to the attack, this would
have happened anyway, be-
cause Pakistan has not given up
its dream of avenging the 1971
defeat.”

Though Mr. Advani ruled out

any direct link between the de-
cision of the PDP-Congress coa-
lition to release some militants
and Sunday’s attack, the issue
did lead to some sparring be-
tween the Congress, main Op-
position  party, and the
Government.

The Congress leader, Jaipal
Reddy, asked Mr. Advani to
clarify “whether or not the State
Government had done anything
without the clearance of the
Central intelligence agencies,”
a demand supported by Som-
nath Chatterjee of the CPI (M).

Another terrorist killed

By Luv Puri

JAMMU, Nov. 25. The 13-hour night-long encoun-
ter between terrorists and the security forces
came to an end here this morning after the shoot-
ing down of a ‘fidayeen’ (suicide squad militant)
who was holed up inside a residential complex
near the Shivalya Mandir here. He was killed after
a fierce battle in which two security personnel
were injured, one of them critically.

The deadly attack on the Shiva temple came
some time after the attack at the Raghunath tem-
ple on Sunday night in which one terrorist had
been killed.

The communication system around the temple
was disrupted resulting in further panic and the
entire area was cordoned off. The security forces
had a tough time carrying out a frontal assault as
the terrorist had taken refuge in a residential
complex in the old city and from where there
were many escape routes. The entire area was in
darkness, further prolonging the assault. Also, the
terrorists had chosen a residential area just a few
hundred metres away from the Chief Minister’s
house.

When it was learnt that a group of terrorists
had entered the residential area, bullet-proof ve-
hicles were pressed into action. Around 2 a.m.

there was a let-up in firing and later there was no
return fire from the terrorist. Eyewitness told The
Hindu that after fleeing from the Shiva temple,
the injured terrorist tried to seek shelter in one of
the houses, but was denied entry. Then the ter-
rorist scaled a wall nearby and entered the top
floor of another house owned by a woman, Chan-
chal Gupta.

The terrorist then hid himself under the bed
and around 7 a.m. today Ms. Gupta who went
upstairs for cleaning the room found blood on
the quilt. Immediately, she called the police
camping near her house. They did not shoot the
terrorist, as they wanted to confirm his identity.
But he hurled a grenade and police rushed in
reinforcements.

Then the terrorist started firing indiscriminate-
ly and hurled more grenades. A three-hour en-
counter followed, with all the troops near the
Shiva temple being rushed to the area. Finally,
the terrorist was killed in a combined operation
of the Special Operations Group and the CRPF
when he ran out of ammunition around 10 a.m.

Y.N. Rao, DSP, in an act of dare-devilry, tried to
launch a frontal attack on the terrorist but was
injured in his arm. A constable, Vijay Kumar, was
also injured. The DGP, AK. Suri, blamed the
Lashkar-e-Taiba for both the attacks.

Mr. Advani said thg Centre |
was not consulted before the |
Jammu and Kashmir- Govern- !
ment released the militants. |
“The Central Government was !
not consulted, in fact, the Home
Secretary wrote to the State |
Government suggesting that |
they hold proper consultations |
before taking the decision.” |

The Deputy leader of the |
Congress Parliamentary Party,
Shivraj Patil, intervened to say
that they had been told that
Central agencies had been con-
sulted. Mr. Advani tried to as-
suage the ruffled tempers,
saying that the State Govern-
ment had a right to do what it
did, but it would have been bet-
ter if the Centre had been con-
sulted.

Cutting across the political
spectrum, the members ex-
pressed strong  sentiments
against Pakistan and its role in
aiding and abetting terrorism.
Referring to the Pakistani hand
in the attack on the Raghunath
temple, he said that communi-
cation intercepts had revealed
that it was the handiwork of the
Al-Mansooran, a front organisa-
tion of the Lashkar-e-Taiba.
Mulayam Singh Yadav (SP), Vi-
jay Kumar Malhotra (BJP),
Raghuvansh  Prasad  Singh
(RID), Prabhaunath Singh (Sa-
mata Party), P. H. Pandian
(AIADMK) and Rashid Alvi
(BSP) urged the Government to
deal with Pakistan-sponsored ,
terrorism decisively. ;

Both the Houses of Parlia- |
ment adopted a resolution con-
demning the attack an
expressing their condolences to |
the bereaved.

Attack condemned: Page 11
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'Advani blames
attack on LeT

HT Correspondent { Q("V
New Delhi, November 25 \

HOLDING LASHKAR-E-TAYY-
EBA responsible for last night’s
attack on Jammu’s Raghunath
Temple, LK Advani today said
the strike was part of a “delib-
erate design” to create a com-
munal divide in J&K.

The Deputy Prime Minister
said in Lok Sabha that the Cen-
tre remained committed to pro-
viding all assistance to the J&K
Government in its fight against
terrorism.

Advani’s reply came in the
backdrop of a special mention
moved by Congress MP
Satyvrat Chaturvedi. Earlier,
US Ambassador Robert D.
Blackwill met the Deputy PM.

“Terrorist groups being
mentored from across the bor-
der have struck once again,”
Advani said. Pointing out that
there had been a series of ter-
rorist attacks over the past
three days, he said the strikes
“make one speculate whether it
is a mere coincidence that this
spate of terrorist incidents has
occurred just when the process
of Government formation has
been completed in Pakistan.”

The Deputy PM said moni-
toring of the communication

~x HINDUSTAN THEBS

network of terrorists irdicated
that the Raghunath ten\ple at-
tack was the handiwork of al-
Mansoorian, an outfit related
to Lashkar.

Advani said that as a precau-
tionary measure curfew had
been imposed on Jammu town.
The Centre has also sent a team
under Minister of State for
Home ID Swami and the CRPF
Director General to Jammu to-
day, he said.

The State Government had
said that at the time of the ear-
lier terrorist attack on the tem-
ple in March this year, the com-
plex was guarded by two to
eight special guards besides lo-
cal policeman which was sub-
sequently replaced by one
CRPF platoon, Advani said.

This was further augmented
by deploying one section of
CRPF at each of the two
entry points to the temple —
Raghunath Chowk and Hari
Market. In addition, a local po-
lice team was also deployed at
various checkpoints in and
around the temple.

J&K Governor Girish Chan-
dra Saxena and Chief Minister
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed had
visited the temple and the hos-
pital to take stock of the situa-
tion, Advani said.

26 NOV 22



“TOLL RISES TO 14: LASHKAR TARGETS DGP

Another ul!;m shot

in templ

Statesman News Service

JAMMU, Nov. 25. — Security
forces gunned down another fi-
dayeen in an encounter at the
Panjbakhter Temple compound
today. Life in the city was para-
lysed by the curfew imposed af-
ter the twin attacks in Raghu-
nath Bazaar area yesterday.
The curfew was lifted late
tonight.

The Lashkar-e-Taiyaba has
claimed responsibility for the
attacks. The death toll has gone
up to 14 (including the two ul-
tras) with one of the injured
succumbing to his injuries to-
day.

Mr Farooq Khan, Jammu se-
nior superintendent of police,
said security forces had killed
one militant inside the Raghu-
nath Temple last night. Another
fidayeen, who was holed up in-
side the Shiva temple on Pan-
jbakhter Road was gunned

down this morning, he said. -

“We had cordoned off the Shi-
va temple complex where the

0\5”

militant was holed up through-
out the night. We allowed him
to exhaust his ammunition and
ultimately killed him at 9.45
a.m.,” Mr Khan said.

The encounter began around
7 p.m. yesterday, continued till
2.30 a.m. but was suspended for
few hours. Security forces con-
tinued their cordon and switch-
ed off electricity in the area.
The mop up operation resumed
around 8§ a.m. today and contin-
ued for two hours. Gunshots re-
verberated in the temple com-
plex. The operation was watch-
ed by the media and hundreds
of local residents.

The militant fired shots
which hit a CRPF deputy su-
perintendent of police in the
forearm. He has been admitted
to a hospital. A local TV chan-
nel reporter too was injured.

Confusion persists over the
total number of militants in-
volved in the twin fidayeen at-
taek. Eyewitnesses said there
were more than two terrorists
holed up in the Panjbakhter
temple complex because shots

TEE STATESHAS

¢ complex

were being fired from two sides.
Security forces claimed there
was only one and that he had
been killed.

State DGP Mr Ashok Suri
visited the Panchbakhter tem-
ple complex today when the en-
counter was on. He has re-
ceived a call, allegedly from a
Lashkar man, claiming that he
would be the outfit’s next tar-
get.

Curfew, which had been im-
posed in the city after the attack
on the Raghunath Temple yes-
terday, was lifted tonight. There
were no reports of any unto-
ward incidents form any part of
the city. “The situation is under
control,” Mr Satpal, Jammu
Police Control Room deputy
superintendent of police, said.
An all-party meeting was held
at the chief minister’s residence
this evening to review the situa-
tion after yesterday’s attacks.

On page 4

Mufti blames Lashkar
Cong may signal ‘go-slow’

|

Sinha’s Hard Talk ory/
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| /)RPF JAWAN AMONG 9 KILLED, FIRING"ON IN ANOTHER JAMMU SHRINE

V&

By Luv Puri

JAMMU, NQV. 24. Militants at-
tacked thé, Raghunath temple
here today Yor the second time
in nine months, killing nine per-
sons and injuring forty-two. In
the encounter that followed
with the security forces, one
militant was gunned down end-
ing the siege. A jawan of the
Central Reserve Police Force
was also killed.

Another terrorist attack was
simultaneously launched at the
Shivalya Mandir (also known as
Panchbakhar mandir), a few
hundred metres away from the
Raghunath temple. The mili-
tants were firing from inside the
shrine when reports last came
in. Sources said that a curfew
would be imposed in the town
tomorrow and all educational
institutions would remain
closed. ‘

The militants targeted devo-
tees at the Raghunath temple as
they made their way into the
complex by passing the security
ring at the gates. They sneaked
in much deeper than they had
done in March and opened fired
indiscriminately. The Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister,
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, and
most of his Cabinet colleagues
reside around 500 metres away
from the temple. Initial reports
said there were two militants
but they could not be con-
firmed.

The militants hurled gre-
nades in the nearby Hari market
to divert the attention of the se-
curity forces and gain entry into
the temple. A fierce encounter
ensued around 7 p.m., with the
CRPF, assisted by the State Po-
lice, leading the operations.
They blocked the three escape
routes from the temple. The
flush-out operation lasted two
hours.

Most of the devotees were 1o~
cals as the rush of the Vaishno

o
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Mllltants storm Raghunath temple

Praltary pennel take position outlde the Raghunath temple complex In Jau o Sunday. — “

Devi pilgrims has declined in
the recent months due to simi-
lar terrorist attacks in the vicin-
ity. The telephone lines in some
parts of the city snapped after
the attack resulting in break-
down of communication.

The militants chose to attack
on a Sunday evening when the
bazaar is closed. Emotions ran
high in the market and huge
crowds thronged the near-by
streets. Police found it difficult
to control the enraged people.

Before the people could gain
in strength, another group of
militants attacked the Shivalya
Mandir. It is possible that they
simultaneously entered the

temple but opened fire a little
later than the attackers did in
the Raghunath temple.

The Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs, Omar Abdullah,
expressed his anguish over the
incident. “The new Government
should make sure that its po-
lices do not in demoralise the
security forces and give an up-
per hand to the terrorists.” The
Jammu and Kashmir Democrat-
ic Freedom Party, Shabir Shah,
also condemned the attack.

PTI reports:

The Deputy Inspector-Gener-
al, CRPF, §S. Stalin, said some
people tried to set the body of
the militant, killed inside the

Ram Lakshmi temple in the
Raghunath shrine complex. on
fire, but police thwarted the at-
tempt.

With tension running high,
the authorities have deployed
CRPF and additional police
forces in all the sensitive areas.

Angry protesters took out a
rally denouncing the PDP-Con-

- gress Government, saying that

the release of militants and its
“soft policy”’ towards them had
“emboldened” the terrorists.

‘PM momtormg
situation’

The Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, and the Deputy

1 5 N0V 2

Prime Minister, L. K. Advani, are
“closely monitoring,” the situa-
tion arising out of the terrorist
attack, a report from New Delhi
said. -

Mr. Advani would make a
statement on the attack in both
Houses of Parliament tomor-
row, according to the Parlia-
mentary  Affairs  Minister,
Pramod Mahajan. "Both the
Prime Minister and the Deputy
Prime Minister are in touch
with the authorities in Jammu
and Kashmir.” A high-level
meeting at Mr. Vajpayee's resi-
dence took stock of the
situation.

More reports, plcture: Page/u




OUR BUREAU

Jammu/New Delhi, Nov. 24:
Militants struck for the sec-
ond time in nine months at
the 150-year-old Raghunath
temple in the heart of
Jammu city, engaging securi-
ty forces in an exchange of
fire that continued into the
night.

After around three hours of
gun battle, two militants were
killed. If they had accomplices,
they had fled. One militant was
killed inside the inner Ram
Lakshmi temple in the com-
plex. Firing had been heard in
the nearby Rupewallah temple,
too. (The second assailant was
gunned down near this temple,
according to PTL.)

Twelve persons, including

four women and two security-
; | men, died in the encounter and
50 were injured. Among them
are more than a dozen devotees
and two pujaris who were inside
the temple at the time of the at-
- | tack around 7 pm.
i “The reason we believe that
; | no more terrorists are around
. | is because the firing in Raghu-
nath temple has ceased,” said
a police officer.

Around the time of the puja
in the Raghunath temple, there
were blasts in two adjacent mar-
kets -— Residency Road and Hari
Market — usually thronged by
tourists and Vaishno Devi pil-
grims. Today being a Sunday, the
markets were closed.

The militants first struck at
Shaheedi Chowk opposite the
Congress headquarters and later
triggered a blast near a hotel.

Some eyewitness accounts
suggested that a militant started
throwing grenades when the
guards manning the checking
point at the Raghunath temple
wanted to frisk him.

Nursing a splinter injury on

“Terror tas
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his forehead, Sunil said: “I saw
one terrorist who was not carry-
ing a gun but was lobbing gren-
ades as he ran into the temple.”
The CRPF, which conducted
the commando operation, did
not say how many militants
were involved. “The complex is
now cleared,” an officer said.
Some people tried to set one
of the slain militants on fire, but
police whisked away the body.
The militant was wearing a shirt
and trousers. No group has

yet claimed responsibility for

the attack.

Security forces carried out
the simultaneous operation of
clearing the temple of militants
and rescuing devotees stuck in-
side as angry residents protested
against the state administration
for having failed to prevent a sec-
ond terrorist strike on the tem-
ple. In March, 10 people had died
in a similar attack.

The demonstrators were sho-
uting slogans against the new
government headed by Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed. “Aur chh-
oro ugrawadiyon ko aur dekho
yeh sab (Free more militants and
see this happen),” they said.

An alert was sounded in
Delhi and quick-reaction teams
were deployed at various places
following intelligence reports
that a similar strike may take
place in the capital.

News of the attack came
when a meeting was going on in
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s house to discuss the gov-
ernment stand on the resigna-
tion of Justice K. Venkataswami
from the Tehelka probe.

Later, deputy Prime Minister
L.K. Advani said: “It is clear that
militants have targeted Raghu-
nath temple to create communal
disturbance.”

He appealed for calm, asking
people to realise their designs.
The government will make a

i

Security personne

statement in Parliament tomor-
row. It hopes that the incident —
the first attack on a civilian tar-
get since the new government
took over — will act as a wake-up
call for Mufti. who has taken
steps that are seen as being soft
towards militancy.

tes temple blood

The BJP blamed the new gov-
ernment’s “appeasement policy”
for today’s attack. “The terrorist
strike is a natural fallout of the
soft corner of the Congress-PDP
government for terrorists and
secessionists. Their morale has
been boosted as a result of the

1 stand guard behind the body of a victim at Raghunath temple. (AFP) W See Page 8

state government’s appeasement
policy,” BJP general secretary
and spokesman Mukhtar Abbas
Nagvi said.

With the Gujarat elections
due on December 12, the attack
hands the BJP an opportunity to
hit out at the Congress, which is

15
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again

a part of the Mulfti coalition, for
being soft on terrorism.

Mufti had promised not to
use the Prevention of Terrorism
Act, but home ministry officials
in Delhi hope that the temple
attack will make him change
his mind.
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4ﬁn Laden ‘calls’ for

attac(l\(L oR

London: A message, believed
S =73 to have been
sent by Osama
bin  Laden,
§ has urged
British Islam-
ic extremists
to launch an
Ly attack on civil-

- ians even as

Bin Laden Britain issued
its strongest warning against
Al Qaida attacks.

A media report said the
letter was being circulated
among Muslim fundamental-
ists. Foreign office minister
Mike O'Brien said, “We face
an enemy who will attack us
in Britain as well as overseas.
There is a threat of well-
planned attacks on British
national institutions, com-
mercial and financial infra-
structure and on many as-
pects of our everyday life.”

The letter said, “Anyone
who tries to destroy our vil-
lages and cities, we are going
to destrqy their villages and
cities. Anyone steals our for-
tunes, we must destroy their
economy. Anyone Kills our
civilians, we are going to kill

"HE TRMES OF INDLL

T(:ivilians

ST\ R
their civilians.”

A major part of the letter
comprises a lengthy list of
grievances against the West.
The fugitive terrorist, who is
believed to be hiding either
in the Afghan-Pak border or
Yemen mounted a sustained
attack on the “immorality”
of Western society. The letter
has been posted on Islamist
websites, one of which car-
ried bomb- making informa-
tion and another offered a
link to a site with informa-
tion on chemical and biologi-
cal weapons, the report said.

Meanwhile, Pakistani se-
curity agencies, aided by
FBI officers, are trying to
find out how an audio cas-
sette of what is believed to
be Bin Laden’s voice arrived
in Islamabad.

The tape has also sparked
off speculation among US
counter-terrorism officials if
Bin Laden has taken on a
new look. Since he delivered
his message via audio, rather
than video, intelligence offi-
cials suggest he might have
wanted to conceal his ap-
pearance. agencies
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TLashkar men
storm CRPF

\ 41

camp in

Rashid Ahmad & Arun Joshi
Srinagar, November 22

IN A move aimed clearly at de-
railing Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed’s “healing touch” policy, mil-
itants stormed a CRPF camp in
Srinagar’s high-security Civil
Lines area today and Kkilled six
personnel.

Five other jawans were
wounded in the suicide attack on
the headquarters of CRPF’s 92
and 113 Battalions at Pamposh
hotel, for which the Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba has claimed responsi-
bility. The two attackers were
killed in the jawans’ return fire.

Today’s strike shattered the
widespread impression that the
recent lull in violence was the
militants’ way of saying they ap-
preciated the new Chief Minis-
ter’s soft approach towards them.
The attack came barely hours af-
ter Governor GC Saxena — in his
address to the Assembly yester-
day — had discussed at length
the Mufti’s policy of uncondi-
tional dialogue, rehabilitation of
militants and jobs for their kin.

At 6 am today, two militants
slipped into Pamposh hotel from
the rear, firing rifle grenades and
bullets. One sneaked into a
bunker inside the hotel and in-
jured several personnel before
being killed; the other entered
the kitchen and shot dead six
people before the forces took him
out in a one-hour gun battle.

The militants, who clearly
want to bury the Mufti’s efforts to
heal old wounds, deliberately
timed the attack to coincide with
the Ramzan prayer hours, a sen-
ior security official said. The
forces had stopped frisking people

M/an\

J&K

nTwo militants sneak into the
CRPF’s 92 and 113 Battalion
headquarters at Pamposh hotel
atBam

Eﬂne enters a bunker at the
hotel and fires at jawans,
injuring several. He is shot
dead

EThe other enters the kitchen
and sprays bullets on the cook
and seven others. Three die on
the spot and three receive
fatal injuries. The militant is
gunned down

before the morning and evening
prayers. The attack could end the
concession, hitting the credibility
of the new Government.

The strike, especially if fol-
lowed by similar ones, could
pose a serious dilemma for the
Mufti. The Chief Minister will
only alienate himself with the
security forces and Delhi if he
continues to be too soft towards
the terrorists.

But if he cracks down on
them, he will be seen as back-
tracking from his “healing
touch” policy after only three
weeks in charge, and will stand
to lose credibility in the Valley.

Y,
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{ more Bali
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identified

Associated Préss’ »

DENPASAR (Indonesia),
Nov. 17. — Police released
photos and sketches today
of six more suspects in the
Bali bombings, including
the group’s alleged leader
who, authorities said,
learned how to make bombs
during visits to Afghanistan.

Police also said the same
group was responsible for
an cxplosion near the
honorary US consul in Bali
minutes after the blasts at
Sari Club and Paddy’s bar
on 12 October which killed
nearly 200 people. No one
was injured in the consul
blast.

“We are confident they
are still in Indonesia,” said
lcad investigator Maj.-Gen.
Mangku Pastika. “We want
to arrest them as soon as
possible. But it not easy to
catch  them  because
Indonesia is so big. 1t will
depend on who is luckier.
the police or the suspects.”

THE STATESHAL
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Police foil plot to gas 1.

London: Three north African men
have been arrested and charged for
an alleged plot to release cyanide gas
in London’s underground rail sys-
tem, British police sources and me-
dia reports have said.

The gang is believed to have links
to Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaida net-
work. MI5, the internal security
agency, believed the gang was acting
on instructions from an Al Qaida
commander in Europe, sources in
the Prime Minister’s Office said.

“Three men were charged with of-
fences under the Terrorism Act,
2000, this week,” a home office
spokeswoman said.

Rabah chekat-Bais, 21, Rabah
Kadris in his mid-30s, and Karim
Kadouri, 33, were charged with “pos-
session of articles for the prepara-
tion, instigation and commission of
terrorism acts”, a police source said.

However, deputy Prime Minister
John Prescott said there was no evi-
dence that bombs or poison gas were
involved. “It’s excited the Press. I'll

| . e

leave the sell their newspapers,”
he told BBC\ “It doesn’t appear that
there’s any evidence whatsoever
there was going to be a gas attack or
indeed use of bombs regarding the
three people who’ve been arrested.”

‘Bin Laden may be
hiding in Yemen’

London: Al Qaida leader Osama
bin Laden may be alive and in
his ancestral homeland, Yemen,
where he is being protected by
his tribesmen.

The focus of the Laden hunt
has dramatically shifted over
the past few weeks from
Afghanistan and Pakistan’s bor-
der areas to the lawless tribal re-
gion of Hadhra Maug in south-
east Yemen, where Laden’s fa-
ther was born, a media report
said on Sunday. agencies
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The gunday Times, which broke
the story, said six men were arrested
by Scotland Yard’s anti-terrorist
branch but only three were charged.
They were snatched in raids on ad-
dresses in North London on Novem-
ber 9. Police sources said the men
had not been charged with plotting a
specific attack and no noxious sub-
stance had been found during the
course of the inquiry.

Chekat-bais appeared before Bow
Street magistrates court last Mon-
day and Kadris and Kadouri ap-
peared in court on Tuesday The
three men, all unemployed, were re-
manded in custody to appear before
magistrates again on Monday.

Meanwhile, rail freight services,
ports and airports are in a state of
heightened alert not seen since Sep-
tember 11. “It is like a war situation
right now,” said Richard Dixon, a se-
curity manager at Folkestone. “We
are checking and rechecking cargoes.
There is a definite feeling that some-
thing may be about to happen.” Agw
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Bali suspect happy over blast

DENPASAR (INDONESIA): The key suspect in the Bali mghtclu
attack that killed nearly 200 people said ¢ N4 :
on Wednesday he was ‘delighted’ that
the Bomb exploded. Reporters and
photographers were allowed to b% /
présent during part of a meeting \2&
tween the suspect, Amrozi (in the
icture), and National Police Chief Gen.
Da'i Bachtiar. “‘1 am very happy that it
exploded,” Amrozi told Gen. Bachtiar.
\\/ Officials said Amrozi, who was arrested

last week at his home in Tenggulun, has admltted he owned
th€ Mitsubishi minivan laden with at least 50 kg of
explosives that blew up outside a packed nightclub on
October 12. Amrozi, who uses only one name, said today his
role was only to purchase the explosive materials and that
others built the bomb. He was overheard saying he was
“delighted that the bomb exploded” and apologised to his
family for his actions. “Those involved were me and my
younger brother Ali Imran.” According to authorities, Amrozi
has confessed to being a field commander for Jemaah
Islamiyah, which has been linked to the Al-Qaeda terrorist
network and reportedly wants to declare a massive Islamic
state across Southeast Asia. Gen. Bachtiar said it was “very
/,p)o‘s?ible” that Amrozi’s older brother Mukhlas is Jemaah

Isjgmiyah’s new operations chief, taking over from Ridu
samuddin, also known as Hambali. — AP

Refugee crisis worsens

PARIS: Dozens of refugees spent the night dozing on flimsy
hsses (in the picture) in a church in northern France,
U\ omme e . awaiting the government’s Wednesday
g ) deadline to force them out. The
immigrants say they have nowhere to
go since a nearby Red Cross shelter
was closed to new arrivals last week.
They were given temporary refuge at
Calais’ Saint-Pierre Saint-Paul church
over the weekend. On Tuesday, officials
gave them an ultimatum: Leave the
building or face forcible removal within
24 hours. The question of what to do
with the refugees was the latest chapter in a struggle
between authorities and refugees who flock to Calais in
hopes of sneaking into Britain, where asylum laws are looser
than in France. A Red Cross centre in the nearby town of
Sangatte has long served as a stepping stone for illegal
immigrants trying to sneak through the Channel Tunnel.
Many risk their lives to stow away on freight trains heading
through the tunnel to Britain. Officials in France and Britain
are planning to close down the centre, and as a first step,
they said last week that it would stop accepting new
refugees. The centre is to be shut permanently in April.
Many illegal immigrants see Sangatte as their only hope of
making a new life in Britain. — AP j
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" Iraq parliament Jfor rejection ¢ of resolution

BAGHDAD, NOV. 12. Iraq’s parlia-
ment today unanimously rec-
ommended the rejection of a
United Nations resolution on
arms inspections, hours after
the Iraq President, Saddam
Hussein’s son urged its accept-
ance provided the Arabs were
included on the inspection
teams. Lawmakers, however,
said the final decision would be
that of Mr. Hussein.

The United Nations has
asked Iraq to respond by Friday.
Today’s vote in parliament

could be seen as strengthenm
Mr. Hussein's hands if he wants
to push for a change in the U.N.
resolution along the lines pro-
posed by his son, and, earlier,
by the Arab Foreign Ministers.
Mr. Hussein had asked the law-
makers to convene an emergen-
Cy session to advise the ruling
Revolutionary Command
Council which he heads on how
to respond to the United Na-
tions. The debate began on
Monday night.

Describing the vote as “a

message to the Umted States
that the people of Iraq are unit-
ed behind their leadership,” the
Iraqi Speaker, Saadoun Ham-
madi, told reporters that “it also
shows that the people of Iraq
know that in the U.N. resolution

. there are major allegations
which are baseless. This deci-
sion by the Iraqi National As-
sembly is the right and patriotic
stance which expresses the Iraqi
people’s opinion.” According to
aresolution read during the ses-
sion, the 250-member parlia-

ment accepted an earlier
recommendation from its for-
eign relations committee to re-
ject the U.N. resolution.

Bush warning

In Washington, the U.S. Pres-
ident, George W. Bush, said he
would commit “the full force
and might of the U.S. military”

against Iraq if Saddam Hussein !

refused to disarm swiftly. At two
Veterans Day addresses on
Monday, Mr. Bush underscored
his impatience. — AP
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Bali attacks

DOHA, Nov. 12. — Osama
bin Laden has hailed the |
spate of recent terror attacks |
and threatened US allies in |
an audiotape purportedly |
recorded by him and |
broadcast by Al-Jazeera TV. [I
“As you assassinate, sO will |
you be (assassinated), and as \
you bomb so will you likewise |
be,” he said. He was wearing |
a turban and khaki jacket and |
had a rifle at his side. |
The message addressed to |
US allies cited by name “Bri- |
tain, France, Italy, Germany
and Australia” and praised
attacks “on Germans in Tunig,
French in Karachi, Austra
lians in Bali, the French 1
tanker in Yemen, Marines in
Kuwait and the Moscow
hostage-taking. The White Ho-
use said it had seen reports
of the new tape. — AFP
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“Putin: Osama, Omar calling

¢

shots in Kashmnr Chechnyaf;

MOSCOW, Nov. 11. — Re-
jecting the European dema-
nds for a political dialogue

with the Chechen rebels,

the Russian President, Mr
Vladimir Putin, has said
Osama bin Laden, Taliban
supremo Mullah Omar and
their like-minded are
calling shots in Kashmir,
West Asia, Chechnya and
elsewhere in the world.
“These guys kill hundreds

and thousands of innocent
people not just for their

pleasure, but they make
political demands also. They
are putting their demands
before the USA, also before
the' European and Arab
states, demands concerning
the Middle East and also
Kashmir, and in our case it
is Chechnya,” Mr Putin said
in a statement at a Kremlin

meeting with _gro-Moscow
Chechen pefitical, business
and rejigious leaders.

“To those who thought-
lessly or deliberately, out of
fear of the bandits or foll-
owing the lingering Euro-

" pean tradition of appea-

sement, will further conti-
nue to urge us to sit down at
the negotiating table with
the killers, T suggest tPat

HE-STATESMAB

they should enter in to talks
with Bin Laden or Mullah
Omar,” Mr Putin said.

He cautioned that any
body at home or
urging for tajks”with the
sclf-styled €hechen leader
Aslan Maskhadov would be
se the Kremlin as “an

road.

Mr Viadimir Putin

accomplice of terrorists”.
Mr Putin gave this state-
ment yesterday ahead of his
Brussels visit for Russia-EU
summit, where Maskhadov
is projected as the only
legitimate negotiations par- -
tner for Moscow in Che-
chnya peace talks.

1 7 NOV 202
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/ﬂ Qalda says it carri

‘9\0 outside B:& Sari night-

HONG KONG, Nov. 8. —
The Al-Qaida terrorist net-
work has said it carried out
last month’s devastating
bombing on the Indonesian
resort island of Bali, CNN

reported today.
The group said it had at-
tacked “nightclubs and

whorehouses in Indonesia”
in a website message which
was translated by CNN.com.

Over 190 people, mainly
foreign tourists, were killed
when a huge car bomb went

club on 12 October.

CNN said the website has
been used in the past by Al-
Qaida to claim responsibili-
ty for attacks, including the
synagogue fire in Tunisia in
which mainly German tou-
rists died, and strikes on two
ships in Yemen.

“By attempting to strike a
US plane in Saudi Arabia
and by bombing a Jewish
synagogue in Tunisia, de-
stroying two ships in Yem-
en, attacking the Fialka
base in Kuwait, and bomb-

ied out Balj blast; CNN

ing mghtclubs and whore-
houses in Indonesia, Al-
Qaida has shown it has no\
qualms about attacking in-
side Arab and Islamic
lands,” the statement said.

“This is provided that the
target belongs to the Jew-
ish-Crusader alliance,” it
added.

A spokesman for Bali-
based multi-national inves-
tigation team which is hunt-
ing the perpetrators of the
bombing said he had no in-
formation about the repor-
ted claim by Al-Qaida.

Y by 9mg
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“Chaos at UK poison

gas terro

LONDON, Nov. 8. — Mr
David Blunkett last night
issued a national terror alert
that Al-Qaida could unleash
a “dirty” bomb or poison gas
attack on Britain. The home
secretary said the terrorist
group could use boats or
trains to infiltrate cities and
towns to carry out attacks.
He also said terror groups
could resort to tactics long
used by the IRA — assass-
ination bids on VIPs, car
bombs in crowded centres
and parcel bombs. He also
suggested they might try to
hijack passenger aircraft.
But within 30 minutes of
the document being relea-
sed, the Home Office asked
journalists to return it. They
then issued a blander version
omitting any reference to a
“dirty” bomb or poison gas.
Last night the Home
Office said the original was a
week-old draft, but in West-
minster it was believed that it
was withdrawn as ministers
didn’t wish to cause panic.
Intelligence sources said
the warning was not linked
to a specific threat or infor-
mation but the government
is concerned to ensure that
vigilance is maintained at a
high level in the coming
weeks. There will be extra
security mounted for the

L wsf' Vg}(nug

annual service of femem-
brance at the Cenotaph
in Whitehall on Punday
and for the State Opening
of Parliament next Wed-
nesday.

Mr Blunkett gave his
warning in the preface to a
new assessment of the anti-
terrorist measures taken by
the government since the 11
September attacks.

In the original preface to
the 35-page report, the home
secretary said: “We can’t be
sure when and where or how
the terrorists will strike, but
we can be sure that they will
try. Maybe they will try to
develop a so-called dirty bo-
mb, or some kind of poison
gas; maybe they will try to usg
boats or trains rather than
planes. The bottom line is we
simply cannot be sure.”

The blander version read:
“The kind of risk that the
UK is used to because of
our experience with terro-
rism related to Northern
Ireland ... must be taken
seriously, and the public
must remain vigilant,

“But as we have seen with
the 11 September, the thea-
tre siege of Moscow, the
attack on a French ship off
Yemen, the scale of the
attacks in Bali, today’s breed
of terrorist is looking for ever
more dramatic and devas-
tating effects.”

/
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rough claifmed

' Bali: breakthroygh claime

JAKARTA, NOV 7. Indonesian px
lice hailed a breakthrough in
the Bali bombing inquiry here
today, with the arrest of the first
strong suspect in the case.

The National police chief,
D’ai Bachtiar, said the suspect,
named Amrozi, was the last
buyer of the van that exploded
outside the Sari Club in the re-
sort island, killing more than
190 people.

“He is M. Rozi or Amrozi and
he has many aliases. He has
confessed to his acts in Bali,”
national police chief D’aj Bach-
tiar told reporters without clar-
ifying what exactly the man has

confesse: He described Am-
rozi as a suspect in the case.
‘“We now have one strong o
Mr. Bachtiar said. V\/‘Bq*
“We are searchmg for hig
friends that have been place on
the police wanted list,” Mr.
Bachtiar said. Those people are
the buyers of a motorcycle and
another van used in the October
12 bombing, he said. Amrozi
was flown 10 Bali from Java last
evening for further questioning,
police said. “I am confirming
that the individual in question, 1
mean Amrozi, has arrived for
questioning in Denpasar last
nighy,” an official said. — AFP

8 NOV 2002
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Osama POX scare grips US|

New York, November 5 (\

THE US has launched a mass
vaccination drive following In-
telligence reports that Osama
bin Laden has adopted smallpox
pathogen as a biological weapon,
media reports said.

The drive, considered to be ex-
tremely costly, is being rushed
through following information
that Iraq and North Korea, too,
have covert stock of the deadly
virus.

Public health authorities say
the vaccine itself, widely admin-
istered, can kill around 300 peo-
ple. Records and operation man-
uals recovered from Afghanistan
reveal that Laden has devoted
money and personnel to pursue
smallpox as a potent biological
weapon, The Washington Post re-
ports.

The Post has quoted officials

who, however say there is no
reason to believe that he has suc-
ceeded.

Washington’s anxiety about
smallpox have prompted urgent
requests from allies in the Mid-
dle East — including Jordan and
Kuwait — for assistance in ob-
taining the vaccine, before the
US goes to war with Iraq.

The Intelligence believes four
nations other than United States
—Irag, North Korea, Russia and
France — possess hidden sam-
ples of the virus.

Al-Qaida too is believed to
have sought samples of smallpox
virus. But the terror network is
not capable of mounting an at-
tack with it. US officials are wor-
ried that Iraq and North Korea
can develop potent biological
weapons with their samples. Ex-
perts had long ago suspected
North Korea of possessing sam-

ples of the virus. A Russian In-
telligence report in 1993 had ac-
cused Pyongyang of having a
smallpox weapon. A declassified
US Defense Intelligence Agency
report in May 1994 also quoted
an unnamed source saying Russ-
ian scientists had given North
Korea smallpox samples.

Before 1998, UN Weapons in-
spectors had discovered small
evidence of a smallpox program
in Irag. They found a machine la-
beled “smallpox”. Iraq is experi-
menting with a related virus
that infects camels.

Russia acknowledges having
samples of the virus, as does the
US. But Ken Alibek, a former sci-
entist in the Soviet Biological
Weapons Program, claimed the
Soviets covertly developed
smallpox as a weapon in the
Eighties.
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Axis against evil

Southeast Asia has at last acknowledged

36 &

HE ASEAN leaders acknowl-

edged the reality of terrorism’s

spread across the globe when they
vowed on Sunday to take joint action
against the ‘evil of terrorism’. This is in-
deed quite some distance from their
views only a few years ago, when they
hesitantly moved to focus on transna-
tional crime even at ion-governmental
think tank levels. Indians and Aus-
tralians, in fact, had found it difficult to
convince their counterparts in the
Council for Security and Cooperation
in Asia-Pacific that transnational ter-
rorism with all its accompanying ele-
ments like narcotics trafficking, diffu-
sion of lethal small arms and light
weapons, piracy on the high seas,
money laundering, and so on, were the
major issues undermining peace and
stability in the region. The attacks on
the United States on September 11 last
year galvanised global thinking toward
greater consciousness about the
scourge of terrorism. But what logic
and forecasts of trends could not
achieve, the rapid rise of terrorism in
Asiahasdone.

Terrorist attacks in New Delhi, Bali,
Zamboanga (the Philippines), Mos-
cow, Amman, Yemen and Tunisia,
among others, have highlighted the re-
ality that terrorism has been rippling
outward rather rapidiy from its epicen-
tre of Afghanistan-Pakistan to destina-
tions as far apart as North Africa and
Southeast Asia. That it now also under-
cuts economic development and well-
being has been highlighted by the
ASEAN leaders when they asked the
‘West countries to be more careful in in-
discriminately issuing travel advisories.

the dangers of terrorism j ws™ v~

Whatever else w&s the objective, the
bombings in B3li were clearly aimed at
tourism and its $ocio-cconomic implica-
tions. Forei investments into
ASEAN countries had already been
declining after the economic crisis of
the mid-1990s. Any future slowdown of
ASEAN economies would have a rip-
ple effect on the region. The terrorist
threat surfaces at a major shopping cen-
tre in New Delhi on Sundéy indicates
that economic terrotism is fast becom-
ing another dimension of the giobal
phenomenon that we are witnessing.
But ASEAN leaders are also wor-
ried about the increasing risks of polar-
ising Muslims in what are essentxally
multiethnic and multicultural soci-
eties. US unilateralism, especially its
threats of war against Iraq, has further
eroded confidence in a co-operative
approach. The controversy about the
US-sponsored regional centre in
Malaysia for counter-terrorism train-
ing has already started to add to per-
ceptions about the West’s anti-Muslim
policies. The fact that it was President
George Bush, rather than an Asian
leader, who announced the setting up
of the proposed centre seems to have
disturbed many people in the region
because of what such a centre might
ultimately lead to. Some already be-
lieve that this could be the thin edge of
the US military wedge in the region.
Such trends undermine the commit-
ment and efforts to eradicate terror-
ism since it feeds the sense of relative
discrimination among communities.
Even now it is not too late to restruc-
ture such a centre as a UN institution
oreven a purely ASEAN-run affair.

DIAN EXPRESS
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<" TIMELY ACTION

TIMELY AND FIRM action, which ended with
the gunning down of two militants in a New
Delhi shopping mall, has averted a catastrophe
of frightening proportions. At the same time, it
has focussed attention on how vulnerable the
nation is against jehadi attacks which, because
of their very nature, are not easy to detect and
even more difficult to prevent. If the December
13 attack on Parliament forced the nation to
‘understand that no place is free from the terror-
ist threat, the massacre within the precincts of
the Akshardham temple has increased aware-
ness of the devastation that can be wreaked by a
small suicide squad armed with nothing more
than hand arms and small explosives. On the
face of it, the aborted terrorist attack in one of
the Capital’s biggest and busiest shopping
malls wears a considerable resemblance to the
Akshardham outrage. Two militants were en-
gaged in both attacks, the two groups were
armed chiefly with guns and both attacks were
planned in crowded places to cause as many
deaths as possible. What sets the two incidents
apart is that while the Gujarat attack could not
be stopped before innocent blood was spilt, the
plan to snuff out shoppers on Deepavali eve
was prevented by a mixture of alertness and
operational resolve.

What was responsible for averting a tragedy
at the shopping mall was, first of all, credible
intelligence. The Delhi police were warned by
the intelligence agencies not only that militants
could attack busy market places during Deepa-
vali but also specifically that Ansal Plaza —
where the militants were gunned down — was
the likely target of such an operation. The de-
ployment of plainclothesmen at the various en-
try points into the building resulted in the two
terrorists being spotted even as they were pre-
paring to execute their plan. The fact that both
were gunned down quickly and without any
collateral /damage/civilian injury points to-
wards aN exercise that was not only conducted
succgs$sfully but also very professionally. Such a
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terrorist strike can be planned with stealth and
without much preparation — all that this one
seemed to involve logistically was a stolen car
and the acquisition of small arms. This makes
averting such strikes all the more challenging or
difficult. Given this, the intelligence agencies
and the Delhi police deserve to be congratulated
for first detecting and then effectively foiling the
Machiavellian plan.

The Delhi police have claimed to have estab-
lished the exact identities of the two Lashkar-e-
Taiba militants, both of whom are said to be
Pakistani nationals sent by the LeT leadership to

cause unrest and communal tension during the

Deepavali season. But a more comprehensive
picture of the exact ramifications of the terrorist
conspiracy will unravel only after the existing
leads are followed up. The police have stated
that materials recovered from the bodies of the
dead militants point towards a connection in
Mumbai, something that suggests that the plan
to wreak havoc in the Delhi shopping mall may
only be a part of a larger and even more diabol-
ical conspiracy. It may also help to answer some
specific questions relating to the aborted attack,
particularly since there have been competing
theories of exactly what the terrorists were plan-
ning — this included a view that the real targets
could have been the houses of top-ranking bu-
reaucrats near the shopping mall. As experts in
terrorism have repeatedly pointed out, it is well
nigh impossible to devise a method of prevent-
ing jehadi-style attacks in buildings and other
areas, which have no screening procedures and
are open to the general public. The real chal-
lenge in attempting to ward off such attacks lies
in collecting or intercepting information about
the movement of terrorists and their plans. The
failure of the attack on the New Delhi shopping
mall was primarily the result of successful in-
telligence gathering and the apparatus for this
needs to be constantly improved or strength-
ened. In the face of jehadi threats, to be fore-
warned is the only way to be forearmed.
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Yemen probes

America’s role
in al-Qaida

car bombmgﬁ

Sanaa ( Yemen), November 5

YEMEN ON Tuesday said it was
investigating the cause of a car
blast that killed six alleged al-
Qaida members after a US offi-
cial said the vehicle was de-
stroyed by a missile fired from a
US drone.

Earlier it had said the six, in-
cluding a key suspect in an at-
tack on a US warship two years
ago, were Killed when the car
they were traveling in exploded
in eastern Marib province, but
officials have refused to com-
ment further.

“The investigation into the car
blast is still underway,” a Gov-
ernment official said.

A US official in Washington
on Monday said the missile was
fired by an unmanned US CIA
aircraft.

One of the dead, Qaed Senyan
al-Harthi, also known as Abu
Ali, was suspected of involve-
ment in the 2000 suicide bomb-
ing of the US warship Cole in a
Yemeni port that killed 17 US
sailors.

Washington blames that blast
and the September 11 attacks on
the al-Qaida network of Saudi-
born Osama bin Laden, whose
ancestral home is Yemen.

The Arab state in September
said it would use only its own
troops to hunt down al-Qaida
suspects in Yemen, dismissing
reports that US forces could
launch covert operations in the
country  against  militants
believed to have fled
Afghanistan.

A Yemeni Interior Ministry of-
ficial said arms, traces of explo-
sives and communications
equipment were found in the car
traveling in the oil-producing
Marib province Sunday.

The Arab State, keen to shake
off its image as a haven for Mus-
lim militants, says it has
detained 85 people in its hunt
for suspected members of al-
Qaida and other militant outfits.

US military trainers were sent
this year to advise Yemeni troops
on striking al-Qaida guerrillas
believed to be in hiding.

Reuters
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Twoarrested |, |
for Bali blasts, \ ..
police claim
crucial leads ,«

Jakarta, November 5

POLICE TODAY arrested two men
in connection with the Bali night-
club bombing.

A 28-year-old man, identified as
Zulfan, was picked up yesterday in.
North Sumatra for using a fake
identity card. Police said he resem-
bled one of the suspected bombers.
A second man was detained today
here.

The arrests came six days after

sketches of three suspected
bombers were released, and-a na-
tionwide manhunt launched.
Police claimed they had at least 10
leads, and the investigation into
the October 12 attack was progress-
ing.
" Brigadier General Edward Ari-
tonang, a spokesman for the In-
donesian police, said they had iden-
tified three suspects — said to be
“low-level operatives” — but re-
fused to give any names. It still is
not clear whether Zulfan is among
them.

Another man arrested last
Thursday was released on Satur-
day after the police realised it was
a case of mistaken identity. About
120 detectives and Intelligence offi-
cers from Australia, United States,
Britain, Japan and other countries
are probing into the case with In-
donesian officials.

Brig Gen Aritonang claimed an
Indonesian-Australian investiga-
tive team knew the whereabouts ?f/
the three suspects, and was confi-
dent about cracking the case.

No group has as yet claimed re-
sponsibility for the blasts. The re-
gional terrorist network, Jemaah
Islamiyah, is the prime suspect
though.

Abu Bakar Bashir, the group’s
spiritual leader, is to be questioned
for allegedly orchestrating a series
of Christmas bombings in 2000,
and plotting to assassinate Presi-
dent Megawati Sukarnoputri.
Bashir, however, is not a suspect in
the Bali blasts.

Police today identified five more
victims. Altogether 118 victims
have been identified so far. Officials
in Bali say at least 184 people were
killed in the bombirg, several dis-
figured beyond recognition delay-
ing disposal of bodies.

The identification process has )
accelerated recently with authori- ~e HINDUSTAN TR
cies collecting fingerprints, dental
and DNA records.

The Guardian
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~Saddam has links
with, Al-Qaeda: Bush

By Srldhar Krlshna wanu

WASHINGTON, NOV. 3. As the
United Nations Security
Council is in the processing of
sorting out the Iraq
resolution, the United States
President, George W. Bush, is
giving his last minute
“inputs” into the process,
calling Saddam Hussein a
“dangerous man” who has
had contacts with terror
outfits like the Al-Qaeda.

In the course of a campaign
blitz for Republican
candidates, Mr. Bush once

again stressed the dangers of
the Iraqi leader having
nuclear weapons. “We know
the implications of him
having a nuclear weapon. We
know he’s had contacts with
terrorists’ networks like the
Al-Qaeda”, the President said
at a stop in Tennessee.

Mr. Bush repeated the same
theme in Georgia and perhaps
went one step ahead saying
Mr. Hussein would like
nothing more than “use an
Al-Qaeda type network, if not
Al-Qaeda itself, to be the
advanced army to utilise his
training and his arsenal of
weapons of mass destruction
on his most hated enemy, the
American people”.

In an off year
Congressional election, Iraq is
still one of the issues that are
meriting a lot of attention —
not debating the merits of

acting against Mr. Hussein,

. but more in pointing out

which one of the members of

the House of Representatives
and the Senate voted for or
against the recent
Congressional Resolution. By
extension, the Grand Old
Party is able to make the
“case” whether the lawmaker
is “strong” or “weak” on
national security issues.

Formally, the Bush
administration is not saying
much as to when a resolution
on Iraq will come out of the
United Nations. If anything is
being said here with some
certainty it is that the revised
resolution is not expected
before the Nov. 5 elections.

The U.S. says that it has the
nine needed votes for the
resolution to pass the
Council; but other diplomats
are not so sure. Further, the
nine votes hardly matter if
any one of the Permanent
Members casts a veto. In the
present instance, Russia and
France have not finally signed
on to the U.S.-sponsored
resolution.

The administration is said
to have made important
changes to an earlier draft,
especially as it pertained to
time-frames related to non-
weapons programmes. But
the critical and heated
debates are taking place in
New York and elsewhere on
how to go about defining
“material breach”; and a
language on the consequences
of balking that not only sends
a clear message to Baghdad
but one that is also acceptable
to Russia and France.
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Al Qaida tries
AL Quidy s

New York: As the US hunted
worldwide for leaders of Al
Qaida this summer, a key
planner of the attacks on the
World Trade Center and the
Pentagon, Ramzi Bin Al
Shibh, was living quietly in
an apartment about 16 km
from the American consulate
in Karachi, Pakistani law en-
forcement officials were on
Friday quoted as saying.
Members of the terrorist
outfit are now trying to re-es-
tablish their network in Pak-
istan with support from local
people, helped by internet
communication, the officials
have said. The Pakistani offi-
cials are convinced that Al
Qaida’s head of operations,
Khalid Shaikh Mohammed
remains in Karachi, hiding in
an apartment in this maze of

to set up
in Pak

14 million people, The Times
report said. Mohammed,
whom American investiga-
tors consider responsible for
masterminding the Sept 9/11
attacks, is one of America’s
most wanted men. ‘ét

At some point in August—
Al-Shibh, who has been pubse-
quently arrested—and gx oth-
ers suspected of being mem-
bers of the outfit began arriv-
ing at an apartment building
in the middle-class defence
housing authority area of
Karachi, The New York Times
quoted them as saying.

Along with his Al Qaida
friends, Al-Shibh spent his
days loggmg on to the inter-
net via satellite telephones. At
night, neighbours saw them
playing cards and laughing,
the officials said. Fn
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\Vallum gas used
\om Moscow rajd?

DE NVER (COLORADO), OCT. 27. Military experts and toxicologists say
Russian commandos probably pumped a gas containing Valium
into a Moscow theatre to subtly disable and disorient heavily
armed Chechen rebels prior to Saturday’'s dramatic assault.

Russian authorities didn't identify the gas used in the operation,
which freed hun-
dreds of hostages
but also resulted
in the deaths of
more than 100
captives and re-
bels.

Officials
claimed none of
the hostages was
killed by the gas.

Several na-
tions, including
the United
States, have de-
veloped a variety
of non-lethal in-
capacitating
agents, which
can also induce §
choking, nausea
or blurry vision,

depending  on
their recipes.
According to

some hostages Relatives of freed hostages listen to
inside the theat- a doctor at a hospital in Moscow
re, they realised on Sunday. — Reuters

they were becoming sleepy and confused, but no one reported
seeing a vapour cloud, smelling a chemical or experiencing the sort
of irritating symptoms associated with tear gas and pepper spray.

Experts said the Russians may have released a gas concentration
of a powerful sedative like Valium or may have used a form of BZ
gas, a hallucinogenic drug widely researched in the 1960s that
works more slowly.

“The thing that pops into my mind is aerosolised Valium,” said
Christopher Holstege, medical toxicology director at the University
of Virginia “But there isn't much lilerdture out there on it. There is

talk of using it as a riot control agent.’

Others said the agent used by the Russians didn’t seem to be like
anything that has been part of the U.S. arsenal.

“It’s no surprise that the Russians have that kind of stuff,” said
Ron Madrid, a former Marine and an expert on non-lethal weap-
onry at Pennsylvania State University. “They spent 30 years put-
ting it together. We're prevented from doing that by treaty and
executive order.”

Russian television reported the gas was dispersed through the
theatre’s ventilation system. Workers were seen digging around
sewers and steam pipes near the theatre in the first day of the
crisis.

One Interfax News Agency employee among the captives in the
theatre said the rebels appeared ready to kill all the hostages, “‘then
something happened.”

“Ilost consciousness and woke up in the emergency room,” said
Olga Chernyak. “It must have been some special gas.”

Al-Qaeda link

Meanwhile, a report from London said Ayman al-Zawabhiri, Osa-
; ma Bin Laden’s chief lieutenant, had tried to enter Chechnya to
establish Al-Qaeda’s links with Chechen rebel leaders.

Court documents from the neighbouring republic of Dagestan
reveal how Al-Zawahiri was arrested and handed over to Russia’s
l'ederal Security Service in December 1996 after he tried to enter
Chechnya secretly.

Al-Zawahiri, one of the most powerful members of Osama'’s
terror network, was already wanted in connection with bloody
terrorist attacks in Egypt. Files stored on an Al-Qaeda computer,
which later surfaced in Kabul, contain extensive notes written by
Al-Zawahiri about his failed mission that tally with the court pa-

pers. “‘God blinded them to our identities,”” he wrote. — AP, PT1 /
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"Russia vows to hit

By Yladimir Radyuhi
MOSCOW, OCT. 28. Even as
| Russia mourned the vic-

tims of its worst hostage
¢ crisis the President, Vladi-

mir Putin, announced a§j
. dramatic hardening of his
anti-terrorist policy, vow-
ing to deliver pre-emptive
strikes at other countries g
where terrorists found¥
shelter or support.

Two days after Russian
commandos stormed a
packed Moscow theatre
seized by Chechen gun-
men, Mr. Putin said Russia
would never make deals
with terrorists or give in to
any blackmail. Noting that
international terrorists got
increasingly brazen and
ruthless, threatening to use
weapons equivalent of
means of mass destruction, Mr.
Putin said:“1 declare with full
responsibility that should any-
one as much as attempft to use
such weapons against our
country, Russia respond with
measures commensurate with
the threat and will strike at ter-
rorists, organisers of their
crimes, their moral and finan-
- cial sponsors wherever they
may be.

I stress again — wherever
they may be. “Mr. Putin made it
' clear he was prepared to use the
regular armed forces to attack
terrorist bases abroad.

“The General Staff of the Rus-
. sian Armed Forces will be given
' relevant instructions today itself

to modify its plans for the em-
" ployment of the armed forces,”
Mr. Putin told a Cabinet meet-
ing today. Monday was declared
a day of nationa! mourning for
117 people who died in the 58-
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Vanessa Redgrave, Founder of the
International Campaign for Peace
and Human Rights in Chechnya,

and Ousman Ferzaouli, official
Chechen representative to
Denmark, at the Chechen World
Congress in Copenhagen, Denmark,

on Monday. — AP

hour hostage drama in Moscow.

Hundreds of Moscovites
brought flowers to the scene of
the recent tragedy, which con-
tinued for the families of those
who died from the effects of a
sleeping gas used cduring the
theatre storming. He cancelled
a visit to Denmark next month
in protest against its refusal to
cancel a Chechen conference
that opened in Copenhagen to-
day. Russia also strongly pro-
tested to Holland over the
planned launching of a Che-
chen newspaper, forcing The
Hague to call off the ceremony.
Bowing to Moscow’s pressure
Azerbaijan closed down an of-
fice of Chechen separatists in
the capital Baku over the week-
end. Russian officials have also
accused unidentified foreign
embassies in Moscow of help-
ing Chechen rebels and prom-
ised to take action against them.
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AGENCIES

MOSCOW, Oct. 26. — A
40-minute commando op-
eration ended the four-
day Moscow hostage dra-
ma early today. But 90 of
the hostages won't relive
their trauma, for they
died during the operation.

About 50 Chechen fight-
ers, including 18 women,
holding the people to ran-
som, too were killed in
the pre-dawn strike by
crack commandos. More
than 750 hostages were
freed safely, ending the
hostage drama here.

All 67 foreigners are
safe and no child was kil-
led. None of the comman-
dos was killed either.

Russian interior minis-
ter Vladimir Vasiliyev told
reporters that most of the
hostages died after heart
attacks or because of neg-
ative reaction to the sleep-
ing gas used by the com-
mandos. Sleeping gas was
released inside the theatre
to “neutralise” the Che-
chen gunmen just before
the Federal Security Serv-
ice’s Alpha commandos
stormed the building.

The operation began at
5.30 am. (7 am. IST),
when the rebels started
killing the captives after
their deadline to Russia to
stop military operations
in and pull its troops out
of Chechnya expired. By
the time the commandos
stormed the theatre, the
Chechens had already kil-
led two and injured three.

Mr Vasiliyev said the
commandos blew up a
wall to enter the building

0SCoW.-
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END OF THE ORDEAL: Troops of the Russian Special Forces bring wounded hostages out of the
Melnikova Street theatre in Moscow after storming the building early on Saturdav - AFP

fighters in black
burgas, with ex-
plosives tied to
the waist, were
among those shot
dead. “We succee-
ded in preventing
mass deaths and
the collapse . of
the building....”

Among the slain |

rebels was their
leader = Movsar
Barayev. Two Che-
chens were cap-
tured when they
tried to escape.
About 30 people
were arrested in
Moscow and else-
where for alleged
links with the ter-
rorists, interior mi-

\: ‘ We've virtually given up

guerrilla warfare and em-
barked on an offensive strate.
gy. 've no doubts the final

| stage will see a more sophisti-

| cated operation, similar to the

i jehad, that will liberate sur
land from Bussnau aggressors.

— Aslan Maskhiadev,
Lhechen President

The rescue of hundreds of |
hostages proves Russia:

cah't be forced to™its
knees. We could not save eve-

ryone. Forgive us. The common

foe is strong and dangerous...
it's international terrorism.

~ Viadimir Putin,

Russian President

Chechen terro-
rists reportedly
have links not on-
ly with their lead-
ers in Chechnya
and other coun-
tries but also with
a number of for-
eign embassies in
Moscow, and the
foreign ministry
will take up the
matter with them.

President Vla-

. dimir Putin vis-
| ited Sklifosofsky
* Institute of Medi-

cine, where the
hostages were ta-

. ken. He asked rel-

atives of victims to

- forgive him for the

deaths.

ing the Chechens respon-
sible for the hostage cri-
sis. A presidential aide
said extradition requests
would target organisa-
tions in “countries includ-
ing Western ones” and that
the gunmen had received
“funding” from foreign
groups, some based in
Turkey and Saudi Arabia.
Russia will also boycott the
next Council of Europe
meeting on Chechnya.
PM’s alert:In New
Delhi, Mr Vajpayee today
alerted security forces
against “unexpected tar-
gets and tactics” of ter-
rorists, and said chemical
and bioclogical weapons
could “fall into the hands
of non-state actors”,

and quickly took over con- nister Boris Gry- Extradition:

trol of the ground floor. zlov said. The rescue will forces but will also boost Russia today vowed to » Editorial: Terror
The “rest was a matter of not only restore Russians’ the already-high populari- seek the extradition of for- thwarted, page 8
technique”. Three women confidence in their security  ty of President Putin. eigners it blames for fund- = More reports on p11
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Indian resolution on .

By Amlt aruah

* NEW DELHI, OCT. 26. A resolution
moved by India calling on all
United Nation member states to
| support international efforts to
| prevent terrorists from acquir-
{ ing weapons of mass destruc-

tion was unanimously passed

| by the U.N."s First Committee in
| New York on Friday night.
| Briefing presspersons here,
' senior External Affairs Ministry
i officials said this afternoon that
| the passage of the non-binding

resolution by consensus was a
r “benchmark of political accept-
i ance’’.
l The resolution urged all Gov-
’ ermnments to “undertake and
| strengthen national measures”
| to prevent weapons of mass de-
I struction, their means of deliv-
2 ery and related technologies
| from falling into the hands of
| terrorists. It invited member
States to “inform, on a volun-
tary basis, the (U.N.) Secretary-
General of the measures taken
in this regard”.

Reflecting the motivations

)behind the resolution, which
| was sponsored by Sri Lanka

among others, the text said pro-
gress was needed in the area of
disarmament and non-prolifer-
ation to “help maintain peace
and security and to contribute
to global efforts against terror-
ism’.

This resolution, which wiil
now make its way to the U.N.
General Assembly in the next
few weeks, is the first of its kind
moved by India in the First
Committee (where all member
nations are represented) since
1998. The document contained
a “request’ to the U.N. Secre-
tary-General to compile a report
on the links between terrorism
and weapons of mass destruc-
tion and seek views of member
States on additional relevant
measures to tackle this threat.

In response to questions, the
officials said the passage of the
resolution by consensus
showed that the Indian initia-
tive had been widely welcomed.
Stating that the passage of the
resolution was part of a long
process, the officials said this
showed that the issue was on
the international agenda. It was
a demonstration of the political

a4
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will of member States to take
measures to prevent terrorists
from acquiring these deadly
weapons.

They made it plain that the
resolution was not aimed at
States or Governments, but at
terrorists or non-State actors.
There is little doubt that the res-
olution moved by India is part
and parcel of the international
community’s agenda to combat
international terrorism. The
U.S. has repeatedly voiced fears
about groups such as the Al-
Qaeda getting hold of weapons
of mass destruction. In that
sense, the Indian resolution is
very mainstiream.

While unstated, there is little
doubt that the Government of
India would have seen reports
about a “retired” Pakistani nu-
clear scientist making trips to
Afghanistan when the Al-Qae-
da-Taliban clique was lording it
over that country. Quite obvi-
ously, the resolution is very gen-
eral in nature and does not go
into specifics but India’s con-
cerns about proliferation in the
region, including those relating
to non-State actors, are evident.



Bomb ticks, céntrestage
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Vioscow, Oct. 25 (Reuters): Sev
sral hundred hostages in a Mos-
ow theatre were living on the
sdge 48 hours after their capture
amid warnings that the Chechen
zuerrillas holding them would
start killing any time now.

With the building laden with
explosives and a bomb placed at
the centre of the hall, fear for the
lives of the 700 hostages hung
heavy on President Viadimir
Putin, who went on national tele-
vision to say he was open to talks
with the guerrillas, but on his
terms.

“We are open to any kind of
contacts,” a sombre Putin said in
his second television address
since Wednesday’s attack.

Earlier, the government
pledged not to kill the guerrillas
if they freed all their captives.

“We are holding and will
keep holding talks... If all
hostages are released, the terror-
ists will be guaranteed their
lives,” Nikolai Patrushev, the
head of Russia’s security service
FSB, said after meeting Putin.

But a Russian negotiator said
the rebels would start killing the
hostages later tonight if their de-
mands were not met. The
Chechens want Russian forces
out of their homeland.

“The situation is becoming
difficult. If representatives of
the authorities do not go in, I

cannot exclude — accordmg to
our information — that at 10 pm
(1800 GMT) the terrorists will
start shooting the hostages.” the
negotiator told a TV channel.

Other officials who attended
talks with the Chechens, howev-
er, said the atmosphere at the ne-
gotiating table had not wors-
ened. A Kremlin official said the
talks were moving forward
“slowly but surely”.

The Chechen  “suicide
squad”, which has threatened to
blow up the building if security
forces storm it, freed four
hostages tonight after releasing
eight children and seven others
separately earlier in the day;

The siege dealt a blow to
Putin, whose meteoric rise to
power was built largely on his
decision to send troops back into
breakaway Chechnya in south-
ern Russia in October 1999.

Putin said for talks to start
past conditions stand: that sepa-
ratists lay down their weapons.
Moscow also rejects any idea of
independence for Chechnya.

Conditions have been grow-
ing grimmer by the hour inside
the theatre where the hostages
use the orchestra pit as a toilet
and supplies of food and medi-
cines are low.

“Many are suffering from str-
ess. Can anyone imagine living
under those conditions?” Dr

oo v

Leonid Roshal the chairman of
the International Committee for
Paediatric Disasters who spent
some six hours in the theatre,
said.

“They don't know whether
the troops will storm the buildi-
ng. whether they will be shot or
not....They don't know what is
going to happen,” he said,
adding that officials were trying
to get in medical supplies, toilet
paper and food.

A woman being held inside
the theatre said the hostages’
nerves were at breaking point.

It feels like something bad is
hanging in the air,” Anna Andri-
anova told a radio station. “Peo-
ple are starting to feel very bad.”

A TV channel broadcast a
film showing the man behind the
attack. Movsar Barayev. Guerril-
las accompanying Barayev, in-
cluding two black-clad hooded
women, were armed with AK-47
assault rifles and pistols. Ammu-
nition pouches and grenades
swung from their belts.

Theatre spokeswoman Yele-
na Malyonkina said: “There is a
big bomb in the centre of the
hall. The stage is mined as well
as all the passageways. Fifteen
guerrillas who are covered with
explosives are on duty in the
hall. They watch all possible di-
rections from which a storming
of the building may start.”
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“Bali blast

in US gg for Ilst\/

JERRY NORTON
JAKARTA, OCTOBER 22
‘L 1,
THE Bush administration

moved towards designating
Jemaah Islamiah a terrorist
organisation as Indonesian
police waited on Tuesday to in-
terrogate its alleged leader in
his hospital bed.

Ten policemen and 15 sup-
porters of Muslim militant
cleric Abu Bakar Bashir, sus-
pected of plotting to kill Presi-
dent Megawati Sukarnoputri
when she was Vice President,
stood watch outside his hospi-
tal room in the central Java
cityof Solo.

Bashir,whosaysheisasim-
ple teacher and preacher with
no terrorism ties, was rushed to
hospital on Friday with what
doctors say are respiratory,
heart and ulcer problems.

‘Foreign intelligence offi-
cials have said for months that
Bashir is a leader of the Al
Qaeda-linked Jemaah Is-
lamiah, blamed for terror plots
throughout Southeast Asia.
Some regional governments
had urged his arrest.

In Washington, officials de-
clined to say whether US Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell
had signed an order designat-
ing Jemaah Islamiah a terrorist
' group but one said it would
now be natural to add it to the
list of 34 terrorist organisations.

The detention of Bashir
and new anti-terrorism de-
crees that followed the Bali
blasts have prompted fears of
abacklash in Indonesia where
even moderates fear the US-
led war on terror could be

roup

Frst 8/ 11-re§ated
| trial in Germany.

1 HAMBURG: Germany
{aunched the first trial of an
alleged 9/11 conspirator on -
Tuesday with a Moroccan
man, Mounir El Motas-
sadeq, 28, facing more than
3,000 counts of aiding and
abetting murder.

The former electrical engi-
neering student, is sus-
pected of beiongmg toa m:i—
itant istamist celt in ,
Hamburg and of helping the
9/11 hijackers, - — Heuters

used as an attack on Islam.

Some countries, notably
Australia, which suffered the
highest number of victims in
Bali, have told their citizens to
consider leaving Indonesia.

Australian Foreign Minis-
ter Alexander Downer said
Bashir’s detention “could lead
to a strong reaction from his
supporters and other extrem-
ist organisations”.

An Indonesia-based West-
ern security analyst said he was
“relatively confident that the
backlash will be curtailed”.

He said one reason was
that there was significant sup-
port “from moderate-thinking
Mustims throughout the coun-
try” for the belief that the Bali
bombing was “as much an at-
tack on Indonesia” as on
Westerners.

However, some analysts say
that with the likelihood of mass
protests, extremists might use
isolated actsof violence to make
theirpresencefelt. —Reuters
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‘Osama aide confirms al-Qaida

ali nightclub blasts
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London, October 20 \ A

OSAMA BIN Laden has been
linked to last week’s Bali night-
club bombing, which killed at
least 187 people and injured more
than 300, following a testimony
by one of his senior lieutenants.
According to a confession
made by Omar Farugq, described
as bin Laden’s envoy in South-
east Asia, who was arrested in
Indonesia in June and handed
over to the CIA in Afghanistan, a
series of plots were hatched to
kill Westerners, Indonesians and
Israelis. Faruq claimed to Amer-
ican interrogators that Abu
Bakar Bashir, the spiritual
leader of Jemaah Islamiah, the
Islamist group suspected of the
Bali bombing, received $74,000
from the bin Laden account.
Bashir sent his assistant to
buy explosives — illegally sold
by the Indonesian army — which
were then distributed to Islamist
groups there. The plots included
random shooting of Israelis and
Americans at hotels across In-
donesia. This was abandoned be-
cause it would only have “mini-
mal impact”, media reports said.

d

9\ 10
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People dressed as angels take part in an open-air servic: for the Bali
blast victims at the Domain in Sydney on Sunday.

Other plans inciuded hijack-
ing a civilian aircraft and flying
it into an Israeli target, a plot in
May 2002 to blow up American
naval vessels during US-Indone-
sian military naval exercises, for

f

which Faruq wa. trained
planting underwatr explosiv
and a chemical 2tack usir
cyanide to be sprayd from pe

fume bottles.
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o dlsturblng pattern’”

HAMBURG (GERMANY), 0CT. 20. They arrived in Germany as students,
and departed as terrorists.

The transformation of eight Krab men from devout Muslims
into Islamic terrorists underlines a pattern that still troubles law
enforcement authorities around the world as they confront the
continuing threat of terror attacks.

The trial of one of the men, which opens on Tuesday in this port
city, is expected to provide a rare glimpse into the lives of some of
those who have been linked to the September 11 attacks on the
United States.

The Hamburg cell was particularly stealthy, binding eight men,
mostly in their 20s and hailing from both secular and religious |
Arab backgrounds, in a secretive mission without ever betraying |
their murderous purpose. \l

None had a history of Muslim militancy, yet all eventually found ™
common ground in what Germany'’s chief federal prosecutor, Kay |
Nehm, calls the “hatred of world Jewry and the United States of
America.”

Investigators believe the men initially came to Germany simply
to study, enrolling between 1992 and 1997 at two Hamburg uni-
versities. All are thought to have been recruited after their arrival, :
mostly at Hamburg’s al-Quds mosque.

By the summer of 1999, German prosecutors say, the men had |
evolved into a “closed conspiratorial group” with the goal of ex- !
tending jihad, or holy war, to the West. By that October, they had }
settled on the World Trade Center as a target. The first group went \
off to Afghan training camps a month later. j

In the end, three of the eight — Mohammed Atta, Marwan al- 1
Shehhi, Ziad Jarrah — died in the September 11 attacks, using |
their pilot training to transform ordinary airliners into weapons of |
mass destruction. Three more are in custody, accused of orga- .
nising logistics for the cell. Mounir el Motassadeq and Abdelgheni |
Mzoudi of Morocco face trials in Germany. Ramzi Binalshibh, a ‘
Yemeni believed to be the cell’s chief contact with Osama bin La- |
den’s Al-Qaeda network, is in U.S. custody following his arrest in |
Pakistan. !
Two more Moroccans, Said Bahaji and Zakariya Eassabar, are

on the run. Deny Haryanto, a 32-year-old mechanical engineering
student from Indonesia, helped Atta, the leader of the Hamburg
cell, form an Islamic prayer group at the city’s Technical Universi-
ty. He describes Atta as always serious and devoutly religious —
just the kind of person that experts say is sought out by Al-Qaeda.

‘“He is the most religious person I have met,” Haryanto said.
“His fear and awe of God made him cry while he prayed. When I
came to the mosque he was always there. And when 1 left, he
stayed.”

Magnus Banstorp, a terror expert at the University of St. An-
drews in Scotland, said available information suggests an Al-Qae-
darecruiter was at work identifying promising Muslim students in
Hamburg. ‘Those spotted to have potential are also subjected to
psychological tests to see how cool they are under fire. The aim is .
to see whether they are psychologically fit to stay the course,” Mr. i
Banstorp said. — AP !
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‘Osama linke

Ptess Trust of India

LONDON, Oct. 20. — Osa-
ma bin Laden has been
linked to last week’s Bali
nightclub bombing, which Kil-
led at least 183 people and in-

jured more than 300 mostly

foreign tourists, following a

testimony by one of his senior g

lieutenants.

According to a confession

made by Mr Omar Farug —
described as Bin Laden’s en-
voy in Southeast Asia — 10
the CIA, a series of plots
were hatched to kill western-
ers, Indonesians and Israelis.

Farug, who was arrested in
Indonesia in June and hand-
ed over to the CIA in Afgha-

‘the 30
“tion will begin after he

Abu Bashir
detained
SOLO (Indonesia), Oct.
20. — Indonesian police
today formally detained
Abu Bakar Bashir, ?hm

£ e

-day police deten-

recovers. “We can allow

to
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Bali blasts
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nistan said Abu Bakar Bashir, = a suspect to be treated in
the spiritual leader of Jemaah & hospil q and the time
Islamiah — the Islamist spent t will not be
group suspected of master- include e detention
minding the Bali bombing —  period,” Brig. Gen. Suta-
received $74,000 from bin La- ~ di said. — PT1

den’s account. Bashir sent his L

assistant to buy explosives —

illegally sold by the Indonesian army — He tried to

which were then distributed to Isfamic
groups there.

The plots included random shooting of
Israelis and Americans at hotels across In-
donesia. This was abandoned because it
would only have ‘minimal impact,’ media
reports said. Other plans included hijacking
a civilian aircraft and flying it into an Israeli
target. The plans were devised by Farug and
Indonesian co-conspirators after the Al-
Qaida sent him to Southeast Asia in the
1990s to establish links with groups fighting
for a separate Islamic state.

enrol in pilot
training for a
suicide attack, before joining the Khalden
terror training camp in Afghanistan.

According to the Sunday Times today,
Farugq told the CIA that “thousands of dol-
lars from an account controlled by Bin La-
den was used to buy explosives by the Islam-
ist group suspected of the attack”.

A confidential American intelligence
document, seen by The Sunday Times, re-
veals that $74,000 was transferred from an

account in the name of Sheikh Abu Abdul-

- [ ]
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IN FOND REMEMBRANCE: Hindus take part on Sunday at an inter-faith memorial service at Kuta in Bali

for the 12 October bomb biast victims, — AFP

lah Emirati, one of Bin Laden’s pseudo-
nyms, to pay for three tons of explosives
bought from the Indonesian military.

The revelation adds weight to the claim
that the Bali bombing was part of coordina-
ted worldwide attacks on western interests
and not the work of a disaffected local
group. 1t raises new questions about why
the British and Australian governments, 1o
which the-intelligence was made available
by the CIA. did not respond more quickly to

the threat by the Al-Qaida.

According to the report, in 2000 Faruq es-
corted Ayman al-Zawabhiri, the Al-Qaida
second-in-command, on a trip to Indonesia
to forge closer ties with rebel groups trying
to drive out Christians from the mainly
Muslim Indcnesian archipelago.

Faruq, a Kuwaiti, describes two attempts
to kill Megawati Sukarnoputri, 41 Indone-
sian President and daughter of Sukarno, the
nation’s foun(xiing father. L i
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" Bali blast a warning to U.S.: Russia

\&o \’C By Viadimir Radyuhin \XO ‘\l\

MOSCQW, OCT. 15. The terrorist attack on Bali
has gifen Russia fresh fire-powder to op-
pose a\U. S. unilateral strike against Iraq
and urge joint action to defeat terrorism.
While condemning the Bali attack Moscow
warned that the U. S. attack on Iraq could
fuel more terrorism, rather than help wipe
it out. “Terrorists will seize on any opportu-

nity, such as the situation in Palestine or in
the Persian Gulf to provoke destabilisation
and incite extremism, in the Islamic world
in particular,” the Russian Foreign Minis-
ter, Igor Ivanov, said in obvious reference to
the proposed U. S. attack on Iraq.

The RIA Novosti news agency quoted the
Russian Minister as saying that the world
can defeat terrorism only by strengthening
the anti-terrorist coalition and the legal ba-

0 LV Ty (U TN
zltio

sis for its operdtions. Russia has staunchly
opposed U. S. plans to attack Iraq and
called for a speedy resumption of U. N.
weapons inspections to make sure Baghdad
had no weapons of mass destruction.

"“We face a long and uphill fight to com-
bat international terrorism,” the Russian
Foreign Minijster, Mr. Ivanov said. “To de-
feat terrorism the international community
must stand united.”



A

THE BOMB EXPLOSION in gah on Saturday,
that left nearly two hundred dead and several
hundred injured, does not just demonstrate that
the menace of global terrorism is very much
alive. It would also appear to indicate that this
phenomenon is able to mutate itself so as to
survive even as the environment turns adverse.
Indonesian authorities have charged the Al-
Qaeda with having perpetrated this particular
outrage but others seized with the task of com-
bating terrorism believe that this assessment is
premature. Assessment of both kinds would ac-
tually appear to be already anachronistic since
the term Al-Qaeda today denotes loose groups
with an ideological aifinity rather than a func-
tionally centralised organisation as it did in the
past. After the Afghanistan base of the funda-
mentalist terrorist network was uprooted, or at
least severely undermined, individuals and
groups which were intimately connected with
the terror mastermind, Osama bin Laden, scat-
tered to all parts of the globe and new cells in-
spired by him have sprung up. The atrocity in
Indonesia, horrific in its proportions as it was,
formed the latest in a series of attacks carried
out in Morocco, Kuwait, off the coast of Yemen
and elsewhere. Each of these separate terror
groups now appears intent on carrying out mis-
sions that are relatively simple to set up, using
local conditions and without the need for the
elaborate network for recruitment, funding,
training and logistics that halimarked terrorist
operations till September 11, 2001.

If the organisational methods and operational
procedures of the terrorist outfits have changed
they are still neveriheless of one mind as shown
by quite a body of evidence that they are regu-
larly communicating with each other. But that
mind too seems to be metamorphosing into a
more malignant mode. Such a conclusion
seems to be indicated by the manner in which
the terror network has widened its choice of
targets. A hit list which once comprised largely
U.S. citizens and Jowq has now been expanded

" W
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to include Au trahans Europeans and the in-
nocent civilian§ of Bali. Perhaps such a virulent
mental makeover was the natural outcome of
the process whereby separate outfits with their
own special agendas have established such a
broad ideological affinity. Now each separate
group's enemy has become the enemy of all of
the others. For instance, the finger of suspicion
in respect of the atrocity in Bali has also been
pointed at the Indonesian fundamentalis
group, Jameeah Islamiya, as well as nationalists
enraged at the forced retreat from East Timor.
But even though each of these groups has a sep-
arate agenda they are nevertheless believed to be
not unconnected to each other or cells else-
where that claim an affinity with the Al-Qaeda.

Indonesian authorities appear to have finally
become alert to the scale of the menace after
Saturday’s incidents. Other countries of South-
East Asia — notably Malaysia and Singapore —
which have forcefully cracked down on the ter-
rorist networks have complained for some time
about the slackness on the part of the Indone-
sian authorities. Indeed, till the blast in Bali the
Indonesian authorities were not willing to ac-
knowledge the existence of indigenous terrorist
groups out of fear that it would irritate the Mus-
lim majority in the country. Following from this
concern the Indonesian Government had been
most reluctant about endorsing the United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions pertaining to
the war on terrorism. Nor had it been very for-
thright in cooperating with the agencies con-
cerned of other Governments that have been
combating this menace. In the context, the very
acknowledgement that terrorist groups are very
much alive and active in the country has been
welcomed as a sign that the Indonesian Govern-
ment has woken up to its responsibilities. When
terror groups are constantly on the lookout for
new sanctuaries it is necessary that all Govern-
ments do what they can on their own and in
cooperation with others to ensure that thesy)a-
rauders have no place to hide
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Osama shadow on Bali blast

S Rajagopalan and Agencies Y\

Washington/London, October14

THE FRIENDS and enemies of
Osama bin Laden today read
his fingerprints on the Bali
blast that have killed 181 people.

“1 think we have to assume
it’s al-Qaida,” US President
George Bush said in Washing-
ton, echoing a London-based
Muslim cleric with suspected
al-Qaida links.

Abu Hamza al-Masri, wanted
in Yemen on terrorism charges,
said Laden’s outfit had “defi-
nitely” played a role in the Bali
bombing and would carry out
similar strikes against a wider
range of Western interests to
combat what he called “Ameri-
can arrogance”.

Prodded by Western Govern-
ments, Indonesia too blamed the
al-Qaida, for the first time ad-
mitting in public that the outfit
was active within its borders.

[ 4 LD r,AA.«(‘\;-)‘
T LS ]\ ‘ TV
Laden hails strikes

QATAR'S AL-JAZEERA
TV on Monday broadcast
what it said was a state-
ment by Osama bin Laden
hailing last week’s attacks
on US Marines in Kuwait
and a French supertanker
off Yemen. The statement,
which Jazeera said bore
bin Laden’s signature, was
silent on the Bali blasts.

Detailed report on P13

Jakarta strove to shed its image
of a slack and reluctant fighter
against terrorism, threatening
tough action against militants
and announcing some headway
in investigations.

The US has already sent an
FBI team to help the probe, State
Department spokesperson Jo-

v

Anne Prokopowicz said. Wash-
ington’s urgency springs from
its belief that the blast marks a
new phase of terror attacks by
surviving members of the al-
Qaida and its cells and affiliates.

US officials have noted that
the Bali bombings came within
days of Osama’s lieutenant Ay-
man Al-Zawahiri issuing a call
to arms. The broadcast on the
al-Jazeera network last Tuesday
reportedly threatened attacks
on America and its allies.

The US media has noted that
the Bali blast occurred on the
seconid anniversary of the al-
Qaida’s suicide bombing of the
USS Cole in Aden which killed
17 American sailors. The Cole
attack had been attributed in
part to Riduan Isamuddin of
the Jemaah Islamiyah, the
same group whose hand is sus-
pected in Bali.

Related reports on Pages 7 & 13
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YAKARTA, Oct 14, — Defence minis-
ter Matori Abdul Dijalll has blamed the
Al-Qaida for the bomb blast in Bali on

. Saturday; elieve the Al-Qaida is
~ Iinked
Dialil said at d press conference mday

“The incident makes me believe
'thatithe Al'Qdlda retwork is present

in Indonesia,’ he said.

The death toll in the.blasts at the Ku-

ta entertainmetit district over the week-
end teached 187 on Monday, ranking it
as the bloodiest terrorist attack this
year..“Many of the bodies will be hard
to identify because they arc only bits
and pieces or have been badly burned,”
said a spokesman at Bali's Sanglah Hos-
/ﬁuml Staff at Sanglah Hospital were

at “happened in Bali,” Mr -

nble to idcmify ofly 38 of the dead, in-
cluding 10 Australians, nine Indonesi-
ans, cight. British, five Singaporcans,
and one natlonal cach from Tiquador,
France, -Germany, the Netherlands,
New Zealand and the USA. Around
300 people were injured in the blasts.

Two Mislim' militant lcaders today |

accused the USA of being behind the
bomb blagts, But they did not offer any
evidence. to support their accusations.
“We depldre and condemn the mas-
terminds," fund-raisers and whoever
wag involved fn the bomb explosions in
Bali,” said Habib Rizieq Shihab, lead-
er of the Islam Defenders Front (FPI),
a militant, group known for its fre-
quent attacks on bars and other night-
spols in Jakarta.

“The incident could be used as rea-

son for the USA and its allies to justi- -

fy their accusations that Indonesia is a
terrorist network base.”

Abu Bakar Ba'asyir, chairman of In-
donesian Mujnhidin Councit (MMI),
too has accused the USA of being be-
hind the blasts. “The US Intelligence
is behind the Bali bombings in an at-
tempt to justify ‘their accusation that
Indonesia is a terrorist base,” he said.

President Megawati Sukarnoputri's
government has_heen criticised for
failing to crack down on ferrorist sus-
peets after the September 11 attacks in
the USA. Muslim clerics and academ-’
ics in the country are raising questions
about who could be behind ‘the Bali
tragedy, which has scemingly justificd
a stronger government stance against
terrorists and their sympathisers.

More rcportﬂ, photographs on
page 3
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REUTERS
" BALI (INDONESIA), OCTOBER 13

he toll on Saturday’s
blast at a packed
nightspot on Indone-
sia’s traditionally tran-

quil tourist island of Bali-

overnight, killed at least 182 peo-
ple, many of them foreigners.

The Saturday night blasts fol-
lowed persistent reports that Al
Qaeda network was trying to es-
tablish a foothold in the world’s
most populous Muslim nation.

Police said the dead included
nationals from Australia, Britain,
France, Germany and Sweden,
but declined to speculate onwho
might be responsible for the at-
tack in one of the world’s most
popular tourist destinations.

Indonesia’s President,
Megawati Sukarnoputri, said the
latest information showed 182
people, mostly foreigners, had
been killed in the mainly Hindu
comer of the country.

“According to the last report,
182 people were killed and 132
were injured in Bali,” she told re-
porters after an emergency cabi-
net meeting, adding that some
were still missing.

A US Embassy spokes-
woman in Jakarta said a car
bomb outside the Sari nightspot
in the teeming Kuta Beach night-
club district did most of the dam-
age. “There were bodies every-
where, people burned were
walking around in shock,” Amos
Libby, a 25-year-old American,
told reporters on Sunday at the

\Am

/

(Above) President
Sukarnoputri at a press
conference after the blast;
People gather near the blast
site. Reuters photos

 airport, where he was looking for

a flight out. The blast in Bali, a
destination popular with every-
one from hippies to high-flyers,
coincided with heightened secu-
rity around the world and fol-
lowed a bomb blast in Finland,
another unlikely target, that

killed seven people and
wounded dozens.
The smell of burnt flesh hung

in the Air at the scene. Hospital
staff said many dead were
charred beyond recognition.
The main blast at the Sari
club, one of two explosions, blew
a hole in the ground. One visitor

said terrified tourists had left
their hotel rooms to sleep in
open areas or on the beach after
the attack.

Windows were blown out in
buildings within a 500-metre ra-
dius of the Sari club and wrecked
up to 15 cars whose mangled
wreckage littered the streets.

Richard Poore, 37, a televi-
sion presentation director from
New Zealand, said hundreds of
revellers were inside the Sari.

Poore, who filmed the after-
math, had tried to get into the
club 20 minutes before the blast -
but it was too full.

strikes Indonesia;,

Britain slapped a travel warn-
ing on Indonesia, a sprawling
archipelago where Islam is tradi-
tionally moderate and bloody
ethnically based separatist vio-
lence has seldom targetted for-
eign nationals.

Some tourists in Bali, long
considered a safe haven for
tourists, spoke of leaving for
home on the first available
flights. Airlines officials said
some airlines were planning ex-
traflights or or bigger planes.

- Last week, regional security
sources said the US was consid-
ering withdrawing some embassy

, 182

personnel from Indonesia after a
grenade blast in the capital raised
questions about Jakarta’s ability
to provide security.

The US and Singapore,
which has detained dozens of
people in a crackdown onwhat it
says is a Southeast Asian terror
network, have been pressing In-
donesia to arrest Muslim cleric
Abu Bakar Bashir they describe
as apivotal player in the group.

Indonesia says it has no evi-
dence to link Bashir to Jemaah
Islamiah, as the group is known
and which in turn has been
linkedto Al Qaeda.

killed

Bali police spokesman Yatim
Suyatmo said police believed all
the explosive devices were home-
made bombs. The US Embassy
spokeswoman said the third ex-
plosion occurred 50 metres from
the honourary US consulate in
Sanur, another tourist area about
30 minutes from Kuta. No one
was hurt in the incident.

Earlier, a suspected home-
made bomb knocked over the
gate and smashed windows in the
compound of the Philippine con-
sulate in the Indonesian city of
Manado. Noonewashurt.

Downer said there were
about 40 Australians in hospitals
in Bali and of those about 15
were seriously injured.

Visitors included a number of
Australians celebrating the end
of various football season com-
petitions. Simon Quayle, coach
of the Kingsley Football Club, an
amateur team in suburban Perth,
said eight players were missing
after the team members had
gone to the Sari club.

An officer said the explosions
had occurred virtually simultane-
ously at around 11:30 p.m. Be-
fore dawn on Sunday, flames
licked into the air around the
rubble of the Sari as tourists car-
ried victims away from the car-
nage, many half-naked and
moaning in pain.

Some critics say Indonesia is
a weak link in the US-led war
on terror in Southeast Asia,
adding that the government is
reluctant to crack down onrad-

ical Muslim groups. /
|
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180 killed in Bali blast

A \9“ By P.S. Suryanarayana \/(9 \

SINGAPORE, OCT. 13. At least 180 persons, most of
them Australian and Western tourists, were killed
in a powerful car-bomb explosion at a beachside
night club at Denpasar in the traditionally-tran-
quil Indonesian holiday-resort of Bali in the late
hours of Saturday. The Indonesian authorities es-
timated the number of injured victims at more
than 270. A mild explosion occurred near the U.S.
consular office in Bali, but this as also another
blast at Manado in Indonesia’s North Sulawesi
province did not cause fatalities.

The U.S. Ambassador to Indonesia, Ralph
Boyce, not only condemned the gruesome car-
bomb explosion as a “despicable act of terror-
ism’” but also offered “all appropriate assistance”
to the Indonesian authorities so that those re-
sponsible could face justice.

The Indonesian President, Megawati Sukarno-
putri, who rushed to the site of explosion, said in
Jakarta that the brutal act was “against the exist-
ing laws, religious teachings and moral values’ of

the I donesmn nation. The security establish-
ment had swung into action to investigate the
crime and nab those responsible to bring them to
justice. The latest horrific episode of violence, on
a scale of unprecedented proportions in South-
East Asia since the terrorist strikes rocked the U.S.
in September 2001 has firmly turned the spotlight
on Indonesia, which is facing delicate domestic
rumblings over its decision to extend a general
but firm support to the U.S. in its “globat cam-
paign’’ against terrorism.

Indonesia’s neighbours, particularly Singapore
and Malaysia, have been hinting that Jakarta's
cooperation would be crucial to track and erase
the terror menace in South East Asia with a laser-
beam focus.

As Jakarta now comes under a heightened in-
ternational pressure to weigh the evidence to
look for the possible terrorist signature of the Al-
Qaeda or its suspected South-East Asian affil-
iates, an official of Indonesia’s largest Musli
ganisation, the Nahdlatul Ulema,
concern over the Bali tragedy.

L
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‘Bali disco blast rattles world

) .U’\,\/"
Agencies ! 4 le ’
Bali (Indonesid), October 13

A CAR bomb blast that destroyed a
nightclub and started an inferno left
at least 187 people dead and wound-
ed 300 on this tourist island late on
Saturday night. The blast was fol-
lowed by another, smaller explosion
near the US consular office. Nobody
was hurt, the police said.

The explosions came on the sec-
ond anniversary of the Al Qaeda-

linked bombing of the USS Cole off

the Yemeni coast.

No group claimed responsibility
for the bombing, the most devastat-
ing terror strike since the 9/11 at-
tacks. But the needle of suspicion
pointed to the Jemaah [slamiyah (3D,
a fundamentalist organisation seek-
ing to set up an Islamic state in south-
east Asia. [ts alleged leader, Abu
Bakar Bashir, lives in Indonesia.

The bomb went off in a Kijanj, a
jeep-like vehicle, at the packed Sari

AFP
Canadian tourists mourn the dead in
Bali an Sunday.

Club at the Kuta Beach resort at 11
pm. Gen. Da'i Bachtiar, Indonesian
police chief, said. [t ignited a huge
blaze - apparently caused by ex-
ploding gas cylinders — which
brought down the flimsy roof. trap-
ping hundreds of people inside.
Among the dead were tourists from
Australia, Canada, Britain, Sweden,
France, Germany and Ecuador.

The blast attracted a barrage of in-
ternational condemnation. The US
embassy in Indonesia said Washing-
ton “condemns in the strongest pos-
sible terms this despicable act of ter- |
ror”. In London, Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee said the incident, "inspired |
by religious extremism, reminds us |
of the responsibility (of) ... ridding
the world of this cancer”.

JI chief Bashir addressed a news
conference on Sunday, at which he ac-
cused the US of engineering the blast
so that it could “blame Muslims, in-
cluding me”. Bashir is a professed ad-
mirer of Osama bin Laden. A
Kuwaiti man calied Omar Farooq. re-
cently handed over to the US by In-
donesia, had given Al Qaeda hunters
details of Bashir's and the JI's links
with Al Qaeda.

Malaysia and Singapore have
been pressing Indonesia to arrest
Bashir, but Jakarta says there is no
evidence against him.

Related reports on Page 13
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29 By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, OCT. 7. America’s search for re-
liable partners in its campaign against ‘ter-
rorism’ received a boost today as Malaysia
expressed its willingness to cooperate de-
spite deep differences with Washington on
the definition and direction of the cam-
paign.

Malaysia's decision to deport a suspect-
ed terrorist to the U.S. was announced amid
a sustained articulation of dissent over the
Bush administration’s current policy of ze-
roing in on Iraq as an epicentre of terror. By
doing so, Malaysia has signalled that it will
not allow itself to be treated as either a ter-
rorist sanctuary or indeed as a new fron-
tline state in America's ‘irrational’ war
against terrorism.

The Deputy Prime Minister, Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, who only yesterday had
lambasted the Bush administration for
seeking to treat “might as right”’, today un-
derlined a legalistic argument to convey
Kuala Lumpur’s willingness to deport Ah-

<\ Malaysia to deport terror suspect

mad Ibrahim Bilal, to the U.S. in response
to its moves in this regard.

The Malaysian Prime Minister, Mahathir
Mohamad, made it clear that he would be
not play second-fiddle to the U.S. in its
campaign. Dr. Mahathir said the American
attempt to dislodge the Iraqi President,
Saddam Hussein, from power in Iraq and
usher in democracy there would not help
solve the terrorism issue. The “root causes”
of terrorism should, at first, be identified
and addressed, Dr. Mahathir said.

Reinforcing this argument, he pointed
out how Malaysia had rolled back a terrorist
insurgency in the past by detecting the
“root cause” and addressing it. The Malay-
sian insurgency was traced to the sense of
alienation among the ethnic Chinese, who
were later allowed to become citizens
through a measure that helped defuse the
problem of terrorism.

Even against the backdrop of Dr. Ma-
hathir’'s suspicion that America is now
seeking to move against Iraq in anger and
therefore in an ambience of irrationality,

-

o

Mr. Badawi made out a case to deport the
man America now wanted to indict and
prosecute on terrorism charges. Pointing
out that the U.S. authorities had presently
revoked the suspect’s American citizen-
ship, Mr. Abdullah said that this aspect
would give a qualitatively different dimen-
sion to the U.S. demand.

While the U.S. wanted Bilal for trial un-
der the “anti-terror” drive, Malaysia could
see him as “illegal immigrant’’ and deport
him to America, Mr. Abdullah explained.
Bilal was, in the first place, allowed entry
into Malaysia in “good faith’’ and as a stu-
dent at the International Islamic University
Malaysia. Now, however, “if his (Bilal's)
own government has revoked his passport,
his status has changed”. He could no longer
stay in Malaysia in these changed circum-
stances, Mr. Abdullah said, without going
into the anti-terror angle of the U.S. de-
mand regarding Bilal. This subtle sub-text
reflects Malaysia’s inclination to draw a line
in the sand as regards the U.S." war on ‘ter-

’

ror.
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“Anti-war protesters
take to US streets

PORTLAND, Oct. 6. — Chanting “no
more war”, an estimated 5,000 people ral-
lied in the city’s downtown against possible
US military attacks on Iraq, one of a num-
ber of such protests planned across the na-
tion this weekend.

In Texas, the chant by hundreds who
flocked to the state capital yesterday was “no
more blood for oil”. In Manchester, New
Hampshire, about 50 demonstrators protes-
ted outside as President George W Bush
stumped for Senate candidate Mr John Su-
nunu. Mr Bush did not mention the protests,
but reiterated his stance that the USA must
disarm Iraq to protect American lives.

All the rallies were apparently peaceful.
Organisers — their effort centred on a web-
site called “Not in Our Name” — hoped to
spark protests in at least two dozen cities
yesterday and today.

In Portland, first-time protesters joined vet-

eran padifists for the march. They chanted,
banged oN drums and clapped their hands.

“My coworkers were talking to me about
this and it is something I believe in,” Ms
Cris Jackson, an office manager who has
never attended a rally before, said. “Maybe
it will spread awareness that not all of
America is behind Mr Bush.”

Yugoslav help to Iraq defence
Highly-skilled Radar and weapons system
experts from Yugoslav army have been se-
conded to help Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein to organise his air defences against
US and British jets, adds PTI from London.

An “investigation” by The Sunday Times
here has “revealed” that the system experts
from the Yugoslav army are helping Mr
Hussein in organising his air defence.

They performed impressively during the
1999 Kosovo war, when their adroit use of
supposedly outdated technology helped
much of the army’s hardware to escape de-
struction by American airstrikes.

‘Bin Laden is alive’

LONDON, Oct. 6. —
Osama bin Laden is alive
and regularly meeting

them down.

American-led hunt to track

The two men, using a

After exchanging a few
words, Omar said: “The
sheikh sends his salaams

Mullah Omar, Taliban’s
fugitive leader, according
to-a telephone call inter-
cepted by US spy satellites.

In the conversation, rec-
orded less than a month
ago, Omar and a senjor
aide were discussing the

mobile Thuraya satellite
phone, spoke about tactics
for several minutes. Omar
then turned to a third
person who was within a few
yards‘of him, voice analysis
has revealed, The Observer
reported from Jalalabad.

(greetings).” Senior Tali-
ban figures usually refer to
Osama as the sheikh.

The revelation comes am-
id speculation that Osama is
dead. There has been no
public statement from him
since early this year. — PTI
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“Laden is alive and regularl)*(

'meeting Omar:

London Suspected terrorist mastermind

7 Osama bin Laden is alive
and regularly meeting
Mullah Omar, the fugitive
leader of the Taliban, ac-
cording to a telephone call
intercepted by American
spy satellites.

In the conversation,
_ recorded less than a month

ago, Omar and a senior
Osama b'" Laden 5ide were discussing the
American-led hunt to track them down.

The two men, using a mobile Thuraya
satellite phone, spoke about tactics for sever-
al minutes. Omar then turned to a third per-
son who was within a few yards of him, voice
analysis has revealed, The Observer weekly
reported from Jalalabad.

After exchanging a few words, Omar said
that ‘the Sheikh sends his salaams (greet-
ings). Senior Taliban figures usually refer to
Bin Laden as ‘the Sheikh’.

The revelation comes amidst growing
speculation that Bin Laden is dead. He has

N -

US report;.2

ooked gaunt and unwell in videos released
v Al Qaida, and appeared unable to use his
left arm.

There has been no public statement from
Bin Laden since early this year.

Bin Laden’s current whereabouts are not
known, but it is thought he is moving be-
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan via the re-
mote border between the Afghan province of
Paktia and the Pakistani tribal agencies of
Waziristan.

Some analysts say this lack of communi-
cation indicates that he might be dead, but
others say he is biding his time. “He does not
want to be rushed into saying something re-
active. He wants to make statements on his
own terms,” said Abdul Bari Atwan, editor of
Al-Quds newspaper in London.

Other analysts pointed out that Mullah
Omar could have been bluffing in the knowl-
edge that he was being tapped by Americans.
Three months ago a senior Al Qaida opera-
tive, apparently inadvertently, referred to
Bin Laden in the past tense in an interview
with an Arab journalist in Karachi. rn
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“War may be }mavmdab%. Bush

Kennebunkport (Maine), Oct 5

PRESIDENT GEORGE Bush
said on Saturday war might be
unavoidable if Iraq refuses to
disarm, declaring Baghdad a
“grave and growing” threat to
the United States.

But while US officials
pressed on with their campaign
for a tough new UN resolution
on Iraq, Russia insisted on the
swiftest possible return of
weapons inspectors to Baghdad
under their existing mandate.

In his weekly radio address
from his family’s seaside com-
pound at Kennebunkport, Bush
called Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein “a cruel and dangerous
man” who had deceived the
world about his weapons of
mass destruction for 11 years.

“Qur country values life and
we will never seek war unless it
is essential to security and jus-

W \S

tice,” Bush said, previe ng a
speech next week in which he
will explain to the American
people, the US Congress and the
United Nations why the United
States is prepared to go to war
to disarm Baghdad.

“We hope that Iraq complies
with the world’s demands,”
Bush said. “If, however, the
Iragi regime persists in its defi-
ance, the use of force may be-
come unavoidable. Delay, inde-
cision and indction are not op-
tions for the US, because they
could lead to massive and sud-
den horror.”

Washington is working with
the Security Council to win
support for a new resolution on
weapons inspections which
would threaten military action
if Iraq failed to comply with the
council’s demands.

Britain has backed the US
text, but Russia, France and

15
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China have expressed thelr op-
position.

Bush will devote a televised
address on Monday to arguing
his case against Saddam and
outlining the threat he believes
is posed by Baghdad’s alleged
weapons programs. “The US
does not desire military con-
flict, because we know the awful
nature of war,” Bush said. “The
danger to the US from the Iraqi
regime is grave and growing.”

Meanwhile, the US has asked
Turkey for permission to use
Turkish air bases in a possible
military operation against Iraq,
a news channel reported today.

The US has requested the use
of the Incirlik base in Turkey
and to increase the number of its
warplanes already stationed
there. Incirlik has been home to
US and British jets enforcing the
northern no-fly zone over Iragq.

Reuters
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WASSENGERS, 5 JAWANS KILLED

J&K militants

B §ﬂ ‘ NS Lt

blow up bus,

t

BSF vehicle

Statesman News Service L2

SRINAGAR, Oct. 2. — Militants
exploded a bomb this morning in a bus
anda on the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway. killing at least two
people and injuring 24. Five BSF
jawans were killed in Pulwama in south
Kashmir when terrorists triggered an
improvised explosive device.

The bus explosion took place at
6.25 a.m, 10 minutes after the bus left
the Jammu bus stand. The bus
carrying pilgrims was heading towards
Katra, the base camp for Vaishno
‘Devi pilgrimage. The explosive device
was kept on its fuel tank. The attack
came a day after the killing of nine
passengers in 2 bus explosion at
Hiranagar in Kathua.

Though Al-Manroorein, a faction
of the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba claimed
responsibility. the DGP, Mr AK Suri,
said either the Lashikar of the Jaishc-
Mohammed was behind the attack.

The BSF patrol vehicle was
exploded around 8 a.m near Tral
township in Pulwama. The BSF
personnel were sanitising the Wagat-
Sheeri road to facilitate the safe
return of polling staff and equipment
from an inerior village near Sheeri.
Militants had triggered an IED at
Avantipora in Pulwama district
yesterday, killing seven BSF jawans.

In another militant strike, three

/I\%ational Confercnce activists were
Shot dead at Haimu village in Kupwara

district for “actively participating in the
Assembly polis”. This triggered
protests by residents who clashed with
police in which 19 people, including
seven policemen, were injured. The
NC workers were returning from a
security camp late last night.

But the villagers alleged that the
three were killed by securitymen after
being summoned to the camp. They
demonstrated before the Kupwara
deputy commissioner’s office.

The protesters threw stones at
policemen, injuring seven. The police
burst teargas shells and fired in the
air, injuring 12 protesters.

Militants shot dead a policeman and
wounded three of his colleagues in an
ambush at Shareikhi village in Doda. In
two otiier strikes in the district.
militants killed two persons at
Sarasdessa and Gandoh. Ultras fired
on a polling booth at Shikari in Mahore
area of Udhampur after the polling was
over yesterday, killing a jawan.

Five militants were killed in two
encounters at Seri Khawaja and
Jaliyan in Mandi sector of Poonch
district last night. A huge cache of
arms and ammunition was recovered.

Security forces foiled an infiltration
bid when they killed two ultras trying
to sneak into Kupwara district from
across the border in the Safar forests.

On page 5: Independents may hold
the key in J&K;
Polis mean little to the wronged



Ta;iq r%fects US

demary;l for
UN résolution

Ankara: Iraqi deputy prime
minister Tariq Aziz reiterat-
ed on Wednesday that a
tough UN resolution on arms
inspection proposed by the
US was unacceptable to Iraq.

Meanwhile, US secretary
of state Colin Powell said in
Washington that UN
weapons inspectors should
not return to Iraq until the
UN security council sets out
strong conditions in a new
resolution.

“This proposal of the US is
unacceptable, not only to
Iraq, it’s unacceptable to the
security council because
there is no need for a new res-
olution,” Mr Aziz said in the
Turkish capital.

“The standing resolutions
of the security council con-
cerning the inspections are
valid and they are enough for
the perfect performance of
the inspectors.”

The US and Britain are
seeking a tough new UN res-
olution that demands that
Iraq open every inch of its
territory to weapons inspec-
tions or face military action.

Mr Aziz also said Irag
would fight back determined-
ly if attacked by the US, but
had no plans to retaliate
against neighbours, includ-

HE TIPS OF INDIG

new
NICAY
A

ing Turkey, if that happehed.

“No, we are not going to re-
taliate against anybody in
the region except American
aggressors,” he said.

He said Washington was
using accusations that Bagh-
dad has weapons of mass de-
struction as a “pretext”. “If
they were genuine in their
concerns, they should be
happy that Iraq and Mr Blix
reached an agreement for re-
sumption of inspections.”

After talks with chief UN
weapons inspector Hans Blix
and other UN officials in Vi-
enna, lraq agreed on Tuesday
to let arms inspectors, who
left in 1998, back into Iraq,
possibly within a fortnight,
under existing UN agree-
ments.

On the sensitive issue of
inspections of “presidential
sites”, Mr Aziz said an agree-
ment reached with UN Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan in
February 1998 was still in
place.

The agreement allowed
for a “special group” com-
prising UN weapons experts
and senior diplomats to car-
ry out searches of Iraqi|
“presidential sites”, of par-
ticular concern to arpfs in-
Spectors. agencies
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2002

FIGHTING TERRORISM

TO SAY, AS LX. Advani did on Sunday, that
terrorism cannot be fought by the security
forces alone is to state the obvious. But in the
course of labouring this truism, the Union
Home Minister was being much too simplistic
in suggesting that what was really needed was
the cooperation of the media and other sec-
tions of society to tackle the menace. On the
face of it, the claim that the media can play a
substantial role in tackling terrorism may seem
like an acknowledgement of its power and in-
fluence. However, most often, it is a veiled crit-
icism of the role it has played or is playing.
Even if one were, for the sake of argument, to
agree with Mr. Advapi éxb:x:a section of the
media did not report the brutal attack carried

ﬂt"ébAkshardham tetnple with the necessary
caun,dn or fairplay, ‘the point is that the media
was in no way respons1ble for the outrage. The

eﬁﬁ"@ Qan be a mirror to what has transpired; it
campetbe expected to forestall future events
just &siit cannot be catled uponto be conscript-
ed as a Government ally to fight one cause or
anothéy.

A Goygernmient which believes that terrorism
can be tackied by seeking the cooperation of
the media or the cooperation of one section of
society or another is a Government that is look-
ing for quick fix solutions to a problem which
requires to be addressed holistically and can-
not be cured with limited and short-term re-
medies. The NDA Government loves to
proclaim its tough stand on terrorism but what
has really defined this policy is an attitude
which only deals with the symptoms of terror-
ism and not the root causes. Mr, Advani argues
that “terrorism fuelled by religious extremism”
is posing a threat to India’s internal security,
yet a Government with a broader vision and
perspective would be addressing this issue in a
totally different manner. It might ask whether
terrorism in a State like Jammu and Kashmir
can be put down through the mere use of force

#\/
\0
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or whether it requires creative measures which
address the alienation of the minorities\and the
democratic aspirations of the people. It might
not have allowed a phenomena such as the
post-Godhra carnage, which was allowed to
take place under the benign eye of the Modi
administration. It might seriously question the
wisdom of an anti-terrorist law such as POTA,
which had done nothing to discourage acts of
terrorism and which continues to be viewed
with apprehension by minorities and by civil
rights activists. |

It might also ask, in the context of the Aksh-
ardham outrage, why the attack in the temple
premises did not provoke the kind of barbarism
which followed Godhra. The answer to this
question will reveal that, in an oblique but tell-
ing way, the post-Akshardham peace is a damn-
ing indictment of the Narendra Modi
Government. This is because it shows up the
utter falsehood of the Gujarat Chief Minister’s
post-Godhra hypothesis that actions are nat-
urally followed by reactions. Akshardham has
shown that a ‘reaction’ need not flow out of an
‘action’ and that if it did following Godbhra, it
was because the Modi administration cold-
bloodedly allowed it to. The firmness with
which his Government acted following the at-
tack on the temple may have been dictated by ¢
number of pragmatic reasons, the overriding
one being the desire not to delay the polls any
further. But it does tell us a Government can
enforce the peace if it really wishes to. It also
tells us that terrorism can assume different
shapes and forms, that it can also be majoritar-
ian, mob-driven and have the tacit support of
the state. Mr. Advani does not appear to under-
stand this, but defeating terrorism means more
than looking across the border for its origins or
looking towards the security forces for solu-
tions. It also means looking inwards and evolv-

ing more holistic strategies and more sensitive
policies to tackle the phenomenon. /
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UN, Iraq reopen falks

Louls CHARBONNEAU &
CAROLINE DREES
VIENNA, SEPTEMBER 30 q \ @
HIEF UN weapons in-
spector Hans Blixbegan
talks with Iraqgi arms ex-
perts on Monday, push-
ing for unlimited access when his
team returns to Baghdad as Iraq
triestoward off a threatened Anglo-
American military attack.

United Nations inspection teams
left Itaq in December 1998 on the
eve of a US-British bombing raid in-
tended to punish Baghdad for not
cooperating with the inspectors.

After a two-and-a-half-hour ses-
sion, aimed at working out details of
UN’s return, UN and Iraqi delega-
tions broke for lunch and were to re-
sume their meeting at 5.30 pm IST.

. “The atmosphere is businesslike ...
We are moving along nicely,” said
Mark Gwozdecky, a spokesman for
the UN’s Vienna-based Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA),whichis hosting the talks.

On the topic of the tough new
US-British draft resolution that
threatens military action unless Iraq
disarms and that rewrites the ground
rules for the inspectors, Gwozdecky
said inspectors would abide by any
resolution thatwas passed.

“If the Security Council decides
toissue a newddirective or resolution,

by
s ornecnatr:

of course we will follow that,” he said.
“In the meantime, we have these
practical arrangements thatwe need
tosee eye-to-eye onwith the Iragis.”

Gwozdecky said that evén if the
Security Council passed the new US
draft resolution, UN inspectors and
Baghdadwouldstill need to agree on
the practical arrangements for their
return: accommodation, security,
communications and other issues.

Asked if there would be any limi-
tations on sites open to inspectors,
Blixsaid, “No, not that I'm aware of,”
he said. Monday’s talks are the first
test of Iraq’s cooperation since
Baghdad agreed on September 16 to
the unconditional return of the in-

0TS,
“We would hke to ensure that if

and when inspections come
about, we will not have any
clashes inside (Irag). We
would rather have these
things outside, in advance,”
Blix said. The Vienna talks
come against a backdrop of
increasingly strong words
from US President George
Bush and British PM Tony
Blair, who accuse Iraq of
amassing weapons of mass
destruction.
On Sunday, Blair said he
* could not rule out an attack
against Iraq even if the UN
refused to back it. Blair'’s
comments came as Wash-
ington and London stepped
up diplomatic efforts to
push through the US-drafted resolu-
tion, to which China, Russia and

.France -—which have the power of

vetoonthe Secm'i_ty Council—have

- reacted coldly.

With the threat of war hanging in
the air, Gwozdecky said all parties
were aware of the importance of
minimising any possibility of dis-
agreements, On the touchy issue of
access to President Saddam Hus-
sein’s palaces, Blixsaid he did not ex-
pect them tobe off limits,

" “There is an agreement about
that subject at the present time. It is
in force at the present time,” Blix
said. Members of the Iraqi delega-
tion, led by Saddam’s technical ad-
viser General Amir al-Saadi, have
declinedtocomment.  — Reuters
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Times NEws NETWORK

Bangalore: A group of ter-
rorists planning to Kill,
among others, deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani and
Union human resources de-
velopment minister Murli
Manohar Joshi, was gunned
down by a joint team of the
Tamil Nadu and Bangalore
police here on Sunday.

The gang was led by Imam
Ali, an ISl-trained terrorist
who carried a Rs 5 lakh re-
ward on his head. Leader of
the Al-Ulema group, Imam
was responsible for the 1993
blast at the RSS headquarters
in Chennai, in which 14 per-
sons were Kkilled. He was ar-
rested in 1995 along with an
accomplice, Hyder Ali. But
they had escaped from police
custody in March this year
when their gang members at-
tacked a police convoy taking
them to court. Hyder was
nabbed again after a week.

Imam was also a member
of ajihadi group headed by a
certain Basha and Palani

Baba, respon—
sible for the
recent Coim-
batore blasts
aimed at
killing Mr
Advani dur-
ing an elec-
tion rally.
Intercepts
of Imam’s cell phone conver-
sations, which helped the po-
lice to zero in on his hideout,
revealed that he had planned
to go to Allahabad in July to
kill the Union HRD minister
and VHP president Ashok
Singhal. The gang, which in-
cluded a woman, was also
plotting also to kill a Tamil
Nadu additional director-gen-
eral of police and a business-
man, Bangalore police com-
missioner H.T. Sangliana and
Coimbatore DIG Ashuthosh
Shukla told reporters here af-

L.K. Advani

ter the operation.
They had also planned to
blow up the Madurai

Meenakshi Temple and other
religious places to foment
communal trouble.

HE TIMIT OF (NfaL

to kill Advani shot

U\/\/G’T‘V\d v

er his es-
cape in
March, Imam
had regrouped
| some of his
i old associates
and moved
about Tamil
Nadu and Ker-
ala before ar-
riving in Bangalore two
months ago. They moved into
a rented house under ficti-
tious names. The house own-
er, a retired employee of
Bharat Electronics, had asked
them to vacate the house by
Qctober 1 after he grew suspi-
cious of their activities.
Meanwhile, the police re-
ceived a tip-off about Imam’s
presence in Bangalore and a
team led by Madurai DCP
(crime) Shakeel Akhthar ar-
rived in the city 10 days ago.
Commandos from the Tamil
Nadu Special Task Force ar-
rived on Saturday for the strike.
Before swooping down on
Imam’s hideout, a woman
sub-inspector and a consta-
ble posing as a couple look-

M.M. Joshi

ing for a house on rent were
sent to study the house and
get the confirmation of
Imam’s presence. “However,
Imam hid in the bathroom
when the house owner
showed the ‘couple’ the one-
room ground floor accommo-
dation,” Mr Sangliana said.
In the wee hours of Sun-
day, the police covered the
area from all sides. Police-
men posing as vendors had
been keeping a watch on the
house since Saturday
evening. “Commandos

. lobbed tear gas shells into the

house through a window to
generate an element of sur-
prise and fear. Another group
barged into the house by
breaking the door,” a police
officer said.

“When the extremists tried
to retaliate, the commandos
fired at them. They were
brought unconscious to M.S.
Ramaiah Hospital, where
they were declared dead on
arrival,” Mr Sangliana said,
adding that 13 commandos
had sustained minor injuries.
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THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION'S efforts to line
up the global community behind a harsh policy
in respect of Iraq has run into rough weather
with three of the other permanent members of
the United Nations Security Council — France,
Russia and China — withholding their endoz-
sement. Washington only reluctantly ac-
quiesced i the otherwise near-unanimous
demand for a multilateral approach by allow-
ing the issue to be taken before the Security
Council. But while multilateralism is being fol-
lowed in form, the unilateralist approach is still
evident in the U.S. efforts to shape the content
of the reinforced demands that it is asking the
Security Council to make on trag. While the
United Kingdom has signed onto the U.S.
agenda unconditionally, the other three per-
manent members of the Security Council have
refused to endorse Washington’s judgment
that a change of regime in Baghdad is an ur-
gent need and that Iraq’s non-compliance with
its obligations to rid itself of weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) capabilitv provides the jus-
tification and the route by which the regime
change can be wrought. The U.S. administra-
tion, which has run into difficulties in getting
Congress to support its policy, has sent emis-
saries to Paris and Moscow to try and bring
around the leaderships in these two countries.
However, the dissenting threesome have
launched efforts to ensure that the demands
the Security Council will make on lraq are
more limited in scope. It is not, however, cer-
tain that they will continue to resist U.S. pres-
sure especially if Washington decides to treat
them in the same manner as it is treating Ger-
many. Washington has made clear its displea-
sure with the German Chancellor, Gerhard
Schroeder, whose victory in the recent elec-
tions was attributed at least in part to the crit-
ical posture he took in respect of U.S. policy
towards Iraq. The rest of the world is watching
with concern if these three powers can restrain
Washington’s urge to rush into battle without
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adequate thought and with what appear to\be
contrived justifications.

In its efforts to shape the outcome of the Se-
curity Council debate, Washington has drafted
a three-tiered set of propositions that it wants
endorsed. These include a finding that Iraq is
guilty of non-compliance with earlier resolu-
tions, a demand that Iraq unconditionally and
unquestioningly readmit weapons inspectors
and a declaration that the international com-
munity will act militarily if necessary (and with
no further debate) if Baghdad falters in its com-
pliance with the inspections and the weapons
dismantling processes. France, articulating the
alternative and probably majority view, has
conceded after initial resistance that a fresh Se-
curity Council resolution might be in order but
only one which stipulates that inspectors must
have unrestricted access. lraq’s cooperation
with the weapaons inspectors is a separate mat-
ter and if there is any default on Baghdad's part
the Security Council must hold further deliber-
ations on the measures that must then be
taken.

As the French Foreign Minister, Dominique
de Villepin, has pointed out, there is a serious
need to ensure that people elsewhere, especial-
ly in the Arab world, do not form the impression
that there is a hidden agenda. In this context,
the U.S. President George W. Bush, would have
been better advised to not refer to the attempt
on his father’s life almost a decade ago, alleged-
ly by Iraqi agents, by way of justifying his cur-
rent Iraq policy. As it is, the Arab world has a
very strong and negative view of the role that
the U.S. is playing in the region and is extremely
concerned, and rightly so, about the lack of sen-
sitivity with which Washington pursues its in-
terests in the area. Washington undoubtedly
has the power to influence changes around the
world but the rest of the global community has
to be on guard to restrain the U.S. from promot- .
ing its partisan agenda without concern f6r
those who will be most directly affected.
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Lashkar behind Akshardham

" temple att
.»\‘9 év J.P. Shukla f)p? l (2. , }

LUCKNOW, SEPT. 28. The recen
terrorist attack at the Akshard-
ham temple in Gujarat has the
“clear signature” of the Pakis-
tan-based terrorist group, Lash-
kar-e-Taiba, the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, said here
today.
Speaking at the conclusion of
a two-day meeting of the State
BJP executive, Mr. Advani said
the two terrorists killed by the
security forces were armed to
the teeth. Their apparent objec-
tive was to take hostage the
large number of devotees pre-
sent inside the temple but the
‘sants’ foiled their designs by
closing the doors immediately.
~ Mr. Advani praised the secu-
ity forces for ensuring the safe-
ty of the devotees, saving the
| temple from any damage and
| killing the terrorists. The Guja-
! rat Government should also be
| praised for preventing any fal-
' Tout of the terrorist attack.
| He said the Vajpayee-jed
i Government had many achieve-
| ments, the most important be-
| ing the free and fair elections
| being held in Jammu and Kash-
mir. The people of the troubled
State had frustrated the designs
of Pakistan whose President
had described the elections as a
farce.
Many terrorist organisations
! had also announced an award
I of Rs. 10 lakhs to anyone who
I killed a candidate.
| Three months ago, Mr. Adva-
F ni said, the BJP was in despair
I with the losses suffered by the
. party during the Assembly elec-

= .rit

The Deputy Prime Minister, LK. Advanl, with the

ack: Advani

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Mayawatl, and the
BSP supremo, Kanshl Ram, at a BSP rally
in Lucknow on Saturday. — Photo: Subir Roy

tions in various States and the
violence caused by the Godhra
incident in Gujarat. Now, the
situation  had  completely
changed as evidenced by the
success of the Government’s ef-
forts in controlling the attack on
the Akshardham temple and its
aftermath.

He said the BJP decision to
support the ruling coalition in
Uttar Pradesh headed by the

Bahujan Samaj Party leader,
Mayawati, was part of an exper-
iment that could have long-
term political implications. Be-
sides breaking the deadlock
created following the last As-
sembly elections, the experi-
ment was also expected to play
a significant role in harmonis-
ing social equations. And its im-
pact would not remain confined
to Uttar Pradesh.

10 killed in stampede

LUCKNOW, SEPT. 28. At least 10 activists of the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) were killed and 15 others injured in a stampede at the
Charbagh railway station here this evening.

According to Additional Director General of Police (Law and
Order), D. P, Sinha, the BSP workers were returning after attend-
ing the party-sponsored “Ninda-Dhikkar maha rally” when the
accident took place at a railway overbridge.

He said the victims were going to a platform when in a sudden
rush, they toppled over each other. —UNI

s



Pak. support to terrorism
stalling dialogue: India

NEW LHi, SEPT. 27. India has
told the United States that con-
tinuing support to terrorism by
Pakistan would remain an ob-
stacle to any resumption of dia-
logue between New Dethi and
Islamabad.

During detailed discussions
with the visiting U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for South
Asia, Christina Rocca, today, the
Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal,
told her that the recent terrorist
attack in Gandhinagar was a
matter of serious concern.

Apart from India-Pakistan is-
sues, the two officials reviewed
the whole range of Indo-U.S. bi-
lateral relations and also fo-
cused on the cuprent situation
in Afghanis/taﬂ. Mr. Sibal, dur-

By Amit Baruah 0- \

ing his visit to Kabul on Thurs-
day, called on the Afghan
President, Hamid Karzai, and
other Afghan leaders and ex-
changed views about the cur-
rent security and paolitical
situation in Afghanistan.

While Mr. Sibal described the
role of India and the Indian
companies in the reconstruct-
ion of war-ravaged Afghanistan,
Ms. Rocca outlined the thrust of
U.S. policies towards that coun-
try. The discussion was marked
by openness, sources said.

India and the U.S. also re-
viewed the discussions that
took place earlier this week on
the non-proliferation issue.
There is little doubt that the In-
do-U.S. dialogue has been di-
versified and the two countries
are talking about a range\of is-

sues at several levels. And, there
has been an agreement to begin
a separate dialogue on East
Asia, whose focus will be on
China.

Though there is little chance
of avoiding India-Pakistan is-
sues in a dialogue with the U.S.,
New Delhi has been stressing
for same time now that its bilat-
eral relationship with Washing-
ton should not be seen as
Pak.-centric and that Indo-Pak.
issues have not been the focus
of recent meetings between the
Indian and American
interlocutors.

It is, however, a fact that
Washington remains concerned
about the situatjerr T South




Between rehabilitating Saddam and killing him, Bush a

Blair have chosen the latter

o Paranmd androids .
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EVERAL RECENT develop-

ments have left little room for

doubt that the US and the UK
intend to launch a military attack
on Iraq, not in January or Febru-
ary. as most analysts seem to think,
but within days of the passage of
a ‘tough’ new UN resolution, that
Iraq may well refuse to comply
with. In New York, George W. Bush
used the podium of the UN Gener-
al Assembly, an organisation de-
signed to preserve peace, to make
what amounted to a unilateral
declaration of war. In London.
Tony Blair released a 55-page intel-
ligence assessment which purport-
ed to show not only that Iraq con-
tinues to build weapons of mass
destruction, but is capable ot hav
ing some of them ready for use
within 45 minutes of receiving
Saddam Hussein’s order. The last
time he released a similar docu
ment was when the US was on the
verge of launching its attack on
Afghanistan.

American forces arc already in
place for the attack. A command
headquarters has been set up in
Kuwait. The chief of the US Cen-
tral Command, Gen. Tommy
Franks, has visited Kuwait to dis-
cuss the state of planning for the
Iraq war with the chiefs of the
three services in his command. All
this has gone on behind a veritable
media blitzkrieg  of caretully
leaked stories that have revealed
American war plans in unprece-
dented detail.

Along with this has come a bar-
rage of pseudo-moral justification.
“In 1991, the Iraqgi regime agreed
to destrov and stop developing
all weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) and long range missiles and
tu prove to the world that it has
done so by complying with rigorous
inspections. Iraq has broken every
aspect of this fundamental pledge,”
said Bush at the UN

Blair was more explicit: “The
threat posed to interunational peace
and security when WMD are in the
hands of a brutal and avgressive
regime like Saddam’s. is real. Un-
less we face up to the threat, not
only do we risk undermining the
authority of the UN. whose resolu-
tions he defies, but move impor-
tantly, we place at risk the lives sawud
prosperity of our own people.”

The State against which he has
made this charge is, no doubt. ruled
by a despot with a less than savoury
record of waging war. not least
against his own people. But it is a
broken and exhausted nation By

By PREM SHANKAR JHA

DAD’S ARMY: Tony Blair and George Bush

1998, according to 4« UNICEF report.
economic sanctions imposed after
the Gulf war had Kkilled more
than half-a-million children. The
UNICEF arrived at this figure by
comparing the infant mortality rate
in Iraq before and after the war. The
same report said that under the
sanctions regime the infrastructure
of the country and, mmost important
of all, its water supply and sanita-
tion systems, had broken down.

What is true of the civilian in-
frastructure is also true of its
weaponry. Since 1990, Iraq has re-
ceived little new wmilitary equip-
ment. Its planes, tanks and artillery
are more than a decade old. Much
of what was left after the Gulf war
has been destroved in successive
bombing raids on tank and ar-
tillery depots, ammunition dumps
and airfields. A part of the little
that has survived has been canni-
balised to keep the rest running.
Thus onlv a fraction of the arma-
ment that survived the Gulf war is
still fit for combat.

Iraq does not have the economic
strength, the military muscle or the
omotional staying power to threat
en anvone. On the contrary, in No-
vember 1998, when the US was on
the brink of an attack, it quietly
sent a message to Tel Aviv that it
would not attack lsrael if the US

attacked it. This was not the act of

a war-crazed despot. Why then are
the US and UK so determined to
invade Iraq?

The ostensible reason is that Sad-
dam. who has demonstrated his
willingness to use WMD against
[ran and on the Kurds, must be pre-
empted from acquiring the capaci-
ty to build them again. But the real
fear is that, having alienated Sad-
dam beyond any hope of repair, the
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US cannot take the risk of a resur-
gent [raq becoming the next State
sponsor of international terror-
ism. This fear haunts Washington
despite the fact that Iraq is the one
State that is totally free of Islamic
fundamentalism and that the most
diligent US efforts have failed to un-
cover links with any international
terrorist group.

Iraq is therefore to be invaded
and destroyed not because of what it
has done; not because of what it has
threatened to do; not even for what it
is capable of doing; but for what it is
suspected of being capable of doing.
This is paranoia on a scale the world
has never known before.

According to Bush and Blairn
Saddam played hide and seek with
the UN weapons inspectors (UN-
SCOM) between 1991 and 1998, and
forced them out of Iraq ratherthan
let them complete their job of dis-
mantling its WMD capability. Ac-
cording to them, Iraq withdrew co-
operation from UNSCOM in No-
vember 1997 but backtracked when
faced by the threat of bombing in
the same month; it withdrew it in
February 1998, but backtracked in
the face of another bombing threat
the same month; it withdrew coop-
eration in August 1998 but back-
tracked in November, and with-
drew it finally in December 1998.

On each occasion it tried to
strike bargains with the remaining
permanent members of the Securi-
ty Council to lift sanctions in ex-
change for allowing the weapons
inspectors back in. In the process.
it eroded the effectiveness of the
sanctions and drove a wedge be-
tween the UK and US and the rest.

Undoubtedly, Iraq did not cooper-
ate with UNSCOM willingly. At the
very outset, Saddam set up a “high

(

level concealment conumnittee” to
minimise the amount of weapons
and WMD making facilities that
UNSCOM could unearth. But
thanks to intelligence inputs from
Israel, it had immense success, On
April 11.1997. UNSCOM veported to
the Security Council that “the acou-
mulated effect of the work that has
been accomplished over six vears
since the ceasefire went into effect

.18 such that not much is un-
known about lrag’s retained pro-
scribed weapons capabilitios™,

From there. evervthing went
downhill. By December 19498, UN
SCOM had withdrawn from lray
and the US and UK had begun tour
davs of intense bombardment de
signed to "degrade’ its capacity to
build WMD and threaten s neigh
bours in the tuture.

In a manner that eerily foreshad
owed the wav that Yasser Aratat
and the PLO would be held vespon
sible for the violence that was un
leashed upon Israel and Palestine
by Ariel Sharon, the spin doctors
of the US and UK ensured th it the
blame for the breakdown ol the in-
spection regime would be heaped
on Saddam. However the break
down was engineered by the US.

To cite one example. rag bhroke
oft cooperation with UNSCOM in
late 1997 because it believed that
Scott Ritter. a senior American
specialist on UNSCOM., was «
ClA agent. The US dismissed the
charge. nearly went to war in Feh
ruary over Ritter's reinstatement.
and succeeded in making hrag back
down in February. Six months later
when Ritter turned rogue'. the
world’s press came to know that he
had been a member not ot the ClLA
but US Marine intellicence and
had enjoyed a cosy two-way rela
tionship with Isracli imtelligence
while in Iraq.

The US sahotaged the end of
weapons inspection  because it
soon realised that while comph
ance with the UN resolutions could
destrov Irag’'s WMD building capa
bility., it could not prevent it
from developing it again when the
sanctions were litted. The only in

surance was a completely pliant
regime in Baghdad.
Between 1991 and 14497, it made

five unsuccesstul attempts to ot
Saddam. After the 1998 bombing
destroyed UNSCOM. it genuinels
did not know where to e¢o next.
Today Bush and Blair face the
same alternatives rehabilitate
Saddam or kill him. They have
chosen the latter
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RAQ’S LEADER, Saddam Hus-

sein, is increasingly isolated. He

has expressed willingness to al-

low United Nations weapons in-
spectors’ back unconditionally in the
country, But the Bush administration
has dismissed the move as a trick. No
matter what Mr. Hussein does now,
he will find it extremely difficult to
save his regime. The decks have now
been almost cleared for an American
attack on Iraq.

Despite differences among the
members of the Security Council, the
U.S. appears confident of gaining
support for a U.N. resolution on Irag.
It would be a major victory for the
Bush administration. Russia is the
only member in the Security Council
which is yet to endorse the U.S.
move, but it is unlikely that it will use
its veto power to scuttle the resolu-
tion. Mr. Bush has also threatened
that if the U.N. does not pass the new
resolution then the U.S. will take uni-
lateral action against Iraq.

The decision to engage the U.N.
comes mainly because of the grow-
ing realisation within the Bush ad-
ministration that while it may be
easy for the U.S. to topple the Sad-
dam Government, one of the most
repressive in the Arab world, it will be
extremely difficult to install a U.S.-
friendly regime in Baghdad. The Shia
majority in Iraq is against both Mr.
Hussein and the U.S. In order to deal
with such a situation, the Bush ad-
ministration has decided not to take
unilateral action against iraq but to
involve its European and Arab allies.
This satisfies the leaders of the U.S.-
led global alliance against terrorism.
The multilateral step will have less
opposition within respective coun-
tries and it will help protect their own
interests in a post-Saddam Iraq.

The Bush Administration wants
early dismissal of Mr. Hussein. It is
opposed to giving the Iraqi President
time to entangle the U.N. in a game
of cat and mouse, which could delay
the possibility of military interven-

e TR

By Qamar Agha

tion. The U.S. objective is to remove
him and install a pro-American Gov-
ernment, which should also not op-
pose Israel. [t believes that only if Mr.
Hussein is removed from power can
the Iragis will build a thriving de-
mocracy; that a free Iraqg will become
a model for Arab and Islamic nations;
and that the Arab-Israeli dispute will
also become less intractable and
moderation will become contagious.
The U.S. wants the pro-West Lon-

iv The Irag-U.S. face-oft
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region. In the new set-up of the re-
gion, U.S. would prefer ilraq to re-
place Saudi Arabia as its strategic
ally. The U.S. mantra for Arab-Islam-
ic States now is secularism. The Cold
War alliances with conservative
monarchies and the Wahabite Islam-
ic organisations have now become
counter productive for the US. A
friendly Government in Iraq could al-
so help the U.S. contain neighbour-
ing oil-rich Iran — another member

It will be extremely difficult to install a
U.S.-friendly regime in Baghdad. The Shia
majority in Iraq is against both
Saddam Hussein and the Americans.

don-based Iragi opposition groups
to form the Government. But the
problem is that these groups do not
have much support in Iraq. However,
they have already announced its in-
tention to form a Government i ex-
ile.

The possibility of an army coup
cannot be ruled out either. The U.S,,
in fact, would prefer a pro-American
General replacing Mr. Hussein, at
least initially. That would also avert a
war with Irag.

if the Bush administration suc-
ceeds in toppling Mr. Hussein, it will
seek to install a secular Government,
based on the Turkish model, that
would be willing to contain national-
ist forces and the religious opposi-
tion led by the Shia clergy.

It would be a military-cum-civilian
Government. Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan are also aspiring to install similar
Governments. In Irag, the plan is, the
army will remain the most powerful
institution and it will help protect
U.S. interests in the region. Iraq is
oil-rich and strategically located,
bordering Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jor-
dan, Syria and Iran. It has a large
educated middle class and has the
potential to emerge as a leader in the
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of the “axis-of-evil".

In the new set-up, the U.S. will
have greater control over the energy
resources of the region. After initial
setbacks, the U.S. is promising that
oil prices will come down to $ 10 per
barrel which is less than half the cur-
rent international oil price. America
is the largest consumer of oil in the
world and the high price affects its
economy.

But to install a friendly regime in
Irag, the U.S. will have to not only
remove Mr. Hussein but also dis-
mantle all the institutions controlled
by the Baath Party — a nationalist
organisation which has ruling the
country for several decades. Other
political parties are not allowed to
function in the country. Apart from
this, the U.S. will have to weaken
Shia Islamic movement. The removal
of Mr. Hussein is likely to trigger a
major struggle between pro and anti-
U.S. forces. However, the Bush ad-
ministration has made it amply clear
that it will not allow any hostile Gov-
ernment in the Iraq because the
country possesses weapons of mass
destruction.

In such a situation, there are
chances that the war may spill over
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to neighbouring Iran, whose conser-
vative clergy extends moral support
to Shia groups in Iraq. The hardliners
within the Bush administration be-
lieve that the U.S. can achieve its ob-
jective only through a military
confrontation and they are not pre-
pared to accept any diplomatic solu-
tion. The U.S. administration has
been doing “a lot of work internally”
on war scenarios and the cost of
cleaning up and reconstructing Iraq.
The coalition partners will share the
cost but Iraq will have to invest huge
sums for its reconstruction. This
means Iraq will have to export sur-
plus into the market. It is likely to
disrupt the existing production
schedules maintained by OPEC, de-
signed to keep prices high, and it
could also end Saudi Arabian dom-
ination of world oil markets.

The war will have far-reaching
consequences for the entire region.
In the absence of democracy in most
of the neighbouring states, it will give
rise to forces of destabilization and
weaken unpopular, repressive Arab
regimes. It will further increase their
dependence on Western nations and
perhaps some may even be forced to
seek assistance from lIsrael, which
has long expertise in dealing with the
problem of “terrorism” emanating
from the region.

But the U.S. is fully prepared to
deal with the long-term destabilisa-
tion consequences. Its primary ob-
jective is to contain Islamic militancy
and ensure uninterrupted oif suppli-
es to industrialised nations at an
agreed price. Hardliners in America
are propagating that the U.S. should
capture the “oil strip” stretching
from Oman to Saudi Arabia. Howev-
er, the U.S. Defense Secretary, Do-
nald Rumsfeld, believes that this
does not reflect “dominant opinion”
within the administration.

But one thing is certain, the Bush
administration will not give up till a
friendly regime is installed in Iraq, no
matter what.



" STRONG MESSAGE SENT TO WASHINGTON

US pressure not
*\workmg PM

Statesman News Setvice

NEW DELHI, Sept. 26. — A chorus of voi-
ces in the government. led by the Prime

to go it alonc in dealing with Pakistan, the
“onc-stop shop™. as officials called it, for
terrorism in the region.

Having accepted the USA's assurances in

Minister. today sent a strong June, (when the Deputy Sec-
message to the US adminis The fall-out of the retary of State. Mr Richard
tration that India was disillu- terrorist attack on Armitage informed the gov-

sioned with that country’s
ability to curb terrorism spon-
sored by Pakistan, and would.
perforee, wage its own battle
against the menace.,

Even though investigations
inte Taesday's attack at the
temple in Gandhinagar were
on, the government was clea
in its mind where it originated.

Speaking at a function to-
day, Mr Atal Bihan Vajpaycc
said that US pressure on Pakistan to aban-
don support to terrorism appearcd not to
be working and asserted that India would
have to fight its own battle.

“It scems so”, Mr Vajpavee said when
asked whether pressure from the USA and
India’s own effort was not working on Paki;
stan to change its stand towards supporting
terrorism,

The fall-out of the deadly terrorist attack
on the temple in Gandhiiamar has heen (o
civstallise the govermment s determination

the temple has been
to crystallise the
government’s
determination to
go it alone in dealing
with Pakistan, the
“one-stop shop”, as
officials call it, for
terrorism in
the region

ernment of a firm pledge giv-
en by Gencral Pervez Mush-
arraf to “permanently” end
cross-border infiltration and
terror) the government fecls
there is just so much leverage
the USA can and will exert to
curb Pakistan.

This is the message the US
Assistant Secretary of State.
"Ms Christina Rocea, will car-
ry when she leaves the coun-
m' on Saturday. Today she extended her vis-

to New Delhi (where she is attending o

conference of regional heads of US mis-
sions in the 1c01(m) by two days.

That Pakistan was culpable was a senti-
ment echoed by the external aftairs minis-
ter, Mr Yashwant Sinha, (in Kuala Lumpur)
who said Pakistan-sponsored terrorism had
“become worse” after the failure of the

Agra Summit.

Turn to page4
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’U S., Britain seek
%/NATO allles support

() \ By Batuk Gathani \'

BRUSSELS, SEPT. 25. As the 19 NA-
TO Defence Ministers conclud-
ed their meeting in Warsaw last
night, the U.S. and Britain took
the initiative to press their allies
to take action over Iraq.

At the same time, the NATO
secretary general, Lord Robert-
son, called for a new pre-emp-
tive strategy against “rogue
states'” which were identified as
Iraq, Iran and North Korea —
and accused by the Bush ad-
ministration of promoting glob-
al terrorism.

In what is interpreted as a
controversial remark, Lord Ro-
bertson said it was the job of the
NATO to protect citizens from
“criminal terrorists and crimi-
nal states.”

The French Government has
insisted that the U.N. Security
Council must mandate any ac-
tion against Iraq.

France also warned that
launching a pre-emptive strikes
against Iraq could inflame the
Arab world against the West and
would set a dangerous prece-
dent.

The French Defence Minister,
Michele Alliot-Marie, said a mil-
itary initiative without the ap-
proval of the U.N. Security
Council could be “extremely
dangerous because it could

open "xll sorts of possibilities.”
She spoke before senior Amer
ican officials briefed the NAT(
Defence Ministers at a closed
door session.

It is also ironical that so fa
the Bush administration has
cold-shouldered NATO in plan-
ning the military attack on Irag.
On other hand, the British De-
fence Ministry has been briefed
and consulted. Britain is “awash
with conditional plans, but re-
mains keen to squash specula-
tion" according to media
reports.

American officials have ar-
gued that NATO countries have
not been briefed over the offen-
sive against Iraq purely for “se
curity reasons’. NATO s
obviously being sidelined in

what is widely interpreted as an .
important military operation as |
it was during the U.S. offensive -

in Afghanistan to topple the Ta-
liban regime.

European Governments are
unimpressed by the findings of
the Blair Government’s “dos-
sier” on suspected arms build-
up by lraq.

The President of France, Jac- -

ques Chirac, has dismissed the
“dossier’” saying it had “no
proof, only indications” that the
Iragi President, Saddam Hus-

sein, possessed weapens of
mass destruction.
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ﬁn outrageous act: Sonia

By Our Special Correspondent (\ N

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 24. Cutting across party lines, po-
litical leaders today condemned the terrorist at-
tack at the Swami Narayan temple in
Gandhinagar in Gujarat and called for restraint.

Describing the terrorist strike as an “outra-
geous act”, the Congress president, Sonia Gand-
hi, condemned it “with all the force at my
command”.

Sympathising with the devotees, who became
innocent victims, and their affected families, she
expressed confidence in the security forces’ abil-
ity to bring the situation under control at the
earliest.

Also, in a statement issued late in the evening,
Ms, Gandhi urged all sections of society to exer-
cise restraint and extend full cooperation to the
law enforcing agencies.

Meanwhile, Ms. Gandhi convened an emer-
gency meeting of senior party leaders to take
stock of the sijtuation arising out of the terrorist
attack at the Swaminarayan temple.

Earlier, another senior Congress leader,

* Ahmed Patel, condemned the attack. In a state-
- ment, the Congress Workmg Committee member

Anti-Islamic:

said: “the dastardly att#ck gn this pious and sa-
cred temple is nothing les t an an assault on the
very foundation of Gujarati culture, which is in-
ternationally recognised. In India, we may belong
to different political ideologies, but when it
comes to a threat to the unity and integrity of the
nation, we stand united as one. Let no one have
any illusions on this score”.

Mr. Patel also hoped that the State Govern-
ment would take “every measure and precau- |
tion” to deal with the situation. “It is obviously an
act of only those forces that have no faith in secu-
larism and Indian democracy,” he added.

Terrorist retaliation: BJP

In a statement, the BJP president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, said that the attack “could even be a ter- |
rorist retaliation in frustration of their failure in |
Kashmir. The BJP strongly condemns this barbar-
ic action. In this regard, the Indian society is unit-
ed and will speak in one voice to fight the vicious |
design”.

Mr. Naidu “appealed to the people all over the
country to remain united, peaceful and calm in |
defeating the terrorist design in Gujarat as they
have done with regard to Jammu and Kashmlr

Shahi Imam /9/

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 24. The Shahi
Imam of Jama Masjid, Syed
Ahmed Bukhari, tonight con-
demned the attack on the Swa-
minarayan temple in
Gandhinagar terming it as “‘anti-
Islamic”. “Islam does not permit
killing of innocent civilians. I ap-
peal to Muslims and our Hindu
brethren to join hands to wipe

4 .33”!

out terrorism from the country’s
soil,” the Imam said. He, howev-
er, said some anti-minorities
statements allegedly made by
the Gujarat Chief Minister, Na-
rendra Modi, during his ‘gaurav
yatra’. and the post-Godhra vio-
lence in the State “could have
provoked a retaliatory act.”
Condemning the attack as a

L I

POIND

“conspiracy to defame Islam
and Muslims”, the president of !

the All India Organisation of
Imams of Mosques, Maulana Ja-

meel lilyasi, demanded stern ac- |

tion against the culprits. “The

attack is against the teachings of

Islam and this kind of anarchy is

unacceptable to Indian Mus- -

lims,” he said. . — PTI

<



y on. A total of 25

sstions (multiple choice
mat) will have to be
swered and those getting
questions right will be
arded suitable prizes.

t is as simple as that.
tually, not that simple,
cause the quiz times itself
1 after a reasonable length
time and if you do try to
enter the contest, you

ght not get the same set of

estions every time. The
estions change on

ation. Now all you have to
is brush up your history
d get clever!

iving them back to the
yths when they chased
1kers for a pot of water.
Meanwhile, residents
uld also help themselves
leaving whatever shade
Ang trees that exist, well
me.

By Sudhish Kamath,
Ramya Kannan,

T.S. Shankar and
T.Ramakrishnan
llustration by
Varghese Kolloda 1) 2
vehicles facing the complex and

den eyelashes widen in horror
as the ‘macho’ hero begins to
follow her, tugging at her dupat-
ta in tune with a catchy song.
Unfortunately, real life imi-
; \ tates reel. Before you know it
|
|

l
i
i
i

there's a line up of young men

mouthing the same lyrics, and

more, on our beaches and

roads, buses and theatres. Only,

in this case, as we have seen

time and again, the story
| doesn't end with an ‘and they
| lived happily ever after’.
Judging by the string of fatal
and near-fatal cases of sexual
harassment in the past, mainly
women college students have
suffered sexual harassment of
this kind. On Tuesday, students
representing more than 40 city
colleges were brought together
by the police commissioner’s
office to discuss and offer solu-
tions to problems like eve teas-
ing and ragging. They also
discussed the police image and
community policing in the city.
However, the girls, and most of
the boys, were the most vocif-
erous on the topic of sexual
harassment.

-
e

in the Gandhinagar Civil Hospi-

speaking up.

Suggestions to the police in-
cluded their being more ap-
proachable, stationing more
women inspectors outside col-
leges and bus stops and making
the process of filing a complaint
easier on the victim.

As oue student pointed out,
an unusual problem that Chen-
nai has, is the large number of
men-only and women-only col-
leges. Because of this, she said,
some of the men’s colleges tend
to misbehave, especially in the
areas and bus stops near the
girl's colleges.

Many of the girls pointed out
that the boys should realise that
harassing a girl will end up hav-
ing negative consequences for
them too. In a lively group dis-
cussion, the representatives
from the women’s colleges
asked for both assistance and
co-operation from the men’s
colleges as well as the police in
combating Chennai’s ‘roadside
Romeos’.

By Shonali Muthalaly
Photo: R. Ragu
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Keeping you poste:

- Now, it's e

QST QOFFICES turning
into ‘e-offices’. Is it go-
ing to be another tall
claim or a reality? Is it
not high-sounding talk in a very
old department that is known
for its large workforce? Given
the complex composition of the
employee base in the venerable
department of post, how much
of electronics can go into this
department, many wonder.

“Why not?” is the response of
the department. “Already, a
high level of automation has
been brought in, with 87 multi-
purpose counter machines
working in 45 post offices in the
city. Details of the Savings Bank
accounts have been computer-
ised in 13 offices and we have’
achieved total computerisation
in two head post offices - in the
city's commercial hub T. Nagar
and far-off Tambaram.”

The record may look impres-
sive. Still, there are scores of
people in the department who
are computer-illiterate. To ad-
dress this issue, a computer
centre in Chennai was opened
last week. The department got
Suresh Kamath, CMD of Laser
Soft Infosystems, to inaugurate
the centre.

“We have another computer

_ e ‘rentre which is functioning at
City areas downed the shutters -

'\ ‘ switch on the headlights.
| The Gujarat Chief Minister,
++ Narendra Modi, is in touch with
[ the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, who is in the Mal-
1 dives.
l‘ The complex is visited by
| hundreds of people from all
| over and most of the casualties
« were reported from among
; those who were near the main
| gate.
i The terrorists, police believe,
. are hiding at different corners of
\ the temple complex as sounds
+ of indiscriminate firing were

[
i
1
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By V. Jayanth

MALE, SEPT. 24. Condemning the dastardly kill-
ings in the Gujarat temple, the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, today vowed to put an end
to terrorism throughout the country.

Sharing the news of the terrorist attack at a
! Gandhinagar temple with the expatriate Indian
| community at a reception in Karumba resort
| this evening, the Prime Minister said: “Terror-
| ism is on its last leg now. Because we have been
able to conduct the elections in Jammu and

Kashmir, they are jealous”.

Mr. Vajpayee asked: “Where is the Taliban to-

N e

tal said that he had seen two
masked men in Army uniform
firing at the people.

But the people who were near
the main gate said they were in
civilian dress.

Police rescued about 70 per-
sons trapped inside the mu-
seum but those in the
exhibition hall and other parts
of the complex are still strand-
ed.

What is causing concern is
the way in which the terrorists
could infiltrate the Akshard-
ham, which is located in the

fearing reprisal as the Swamin-
arayan sect enjoys one of the
largest  followings  among
Hindus in Gujarat.

The Akshardham complex
was inaugurated on October 30,
1992,

It was constructed with 6,000
tonnes of pink sandstones espe-
cially brought from Rajasthan,
and it took eight lakh manhours
of “devotional labour” to com-
plete. The main temple is 108 ft
tall, 240 ft long and 131 ft wide.

Widespread condemnation:
Page 11

Terrorism on its last leg: PM

day? Where is the Al-Qaeda?” He said there was
a global war against terrorism and India was

"

;

IO

also determined to stamp it out.

Throughout the day, the Prime Minister was
in touch with New Delhi on the second phase of
polling in Jammu and Kashmir. And when news
of the Gandhinagar attack was conveyed to him,
Mr. Vajpayee called up the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, and enquired about the inci-
dent. The Prime Minister also spoke to the
President, A.P.]. Abdul Kalam, and assured him
that the Government was doing everything it
can to bring the situation under control.

He is cutting short his visit and will leave for
home tomorrow morning.
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/ ON THE EVE OF SECOND PHASE OF J&K POLLS

s

~ Militants kill constable f
ake two officers hostage

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, SEPT. 23. In a sign of
increasing violence on the eve
of the second phase of elections
to the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly tomorrow, a constable
was killed in a shootout be-
tween militants and police,
when two members of a fi-
dayeen (suicide) squad occu-
pied a house close to a polling
booth in the Civil Lines neigh-
bourhood of the city.

And they took the Sub-Divi-
sional Police Officer, Saddar,
and the Station House Officer,
Rajbagh, hostage.

(A policeman trapped outside
the building in the crossfire be-
tween militants and security
forces escaped unhurt and was
subsequently rescued by the se-
curity forces, reports PTL)

Unconfirmed reports said
that the militants also took
some civilians hostage. The
standoff was on till reports last
came in.

The Inspector-General of Po-
lice, Kashmir zone, K. Rajindra
Kumar, said Pakistan was “des-
perate” to disrupt the elections.
Militants were hitting soft tar-
gets but “no major damage can
be caused... we are making nec-
essary arrangements to pre-
empt their plans.”

Replying to a query, Mr. Ku-
mar said “we have irrefutable
evidence to prove that Pakistan
is involved in causing trouble in
the State.”

Last year, 700 out of 1,336
militants killed were Pakistani
nationals, and, this year, 400 out
of 600 slain militants were for-
eigners. Only on Saturday, they

ecrltymen taking bositlon durlng a “fidayeen” attack on a polling Mth
at Gogji Bagh in Srinagar on Monday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

had tried to kill innocent family
members of police personnel in
the Bemina Housing Colony,
“but we foiled their attempts.” It
was Pakistan which was “train-
ing and aiding militancy here,”
he added.

Shortly after the authorities
asserted that the security ar-
rangements were in place, a po-
lice party patrolling the Gogji
Bagh area of Civil Lines came

.

under fire from militants hiding
in a house close to a polling
booth. Their bullets hit a police
constable, Jagdev Singh, who
died after being shifted to the
hospital.

Police and paramilitary
forces cordoned off the area and
started house-to-house search-
es amid blasts and gunfire.

The Director-General of Po-
lice, A. K. Suri, the IGP, Kashmir,

SN r.;L

e
and other senior officers rushed
to the spot. They were, however,
unable to provide any details.
Sources said two militants were
holed up in the house. Election
staff in the nearby Polytechnic
College had been evacuated.

Earlier, the State Chief Elec-
toral Officer, Pramod Jain, said
“everything has been put in the
right direction to conduct the
elections tomorrow.”

An electorate of about 22 lakh
voters in 28 Assembly segments
of Srinagar, Budgam and Jam-
mu districts would vote for a to-
tal of 263 candidates, including
20 women.

“We have learnt a couple of
lessons in the first phase and
will try to rectify them in the
second round,” Mr. Jain said
adding that comprehensive
joint sessions of trainings had
seen held for the election staff
Tom outside and within the
state.

More reports on
Pages 11 & 13



By P. S. Suryanarayana “9 anti-terror agenda to the

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 22. The Malay-
sian Prime Minister, Mahathir
Mohamad, has called for a bal-
anced approach to the terrorist
problem, even as much of South
East Asia today remained seized
of the political implications of
the ongoing anti-terror cam-
paign in the region. Some mod-
erate Islamic leaders in
Indonesia, the world’s largest
Muslim-majority state with a
tradition of largely secular poli-
tics, sought to caution the Unit-
ed States against playing
“propaganda tricks” on unsus-
pecting governments in the re-
gion in the name of an
anti-terror campaign.

The context relates to the an-
ger and frustration in pockets of
Indonesia over the suspected
American action of dictating an

ega-
wati Sukarnoputri’s adminystra-
tion in Jakarta. More important
to the regional psyche, though,
was Dr. Mahathir’s official com-
ment that a security-oriented
agenda would not help free the
world from the scourge of ter-
rorism.

Speaking today to Malaysian
journalists accompanying him
on a foreign tour during which
he would attend the Asia-Fu-
rope Meeting (ASEM), Dr. Ma-
hathir said “the world will live in
fear for a long time because the
fight against terrorism is being
done the wrong way”. About
the main thrust of the current
U.S.-led global war on terror
and about its reverberations in
South East Asia too, Dr. Ma-
hathir said: “There is too much
concentration on security, how

to improve security and how to

i hNDL‘

Address cguses of terrorism: Mahathlr

make it foolproof. By itself, it
will not solve the terrorist prob-
lem. You must look at the caus-
es, you can't put up barriers all
the time”.

Dr. Mahathir commended
Malaysia's own example of hav-
ing fought a “‘terrorist” menace
in the past through military
means as also the political proc-
ess of “winning the hearts and
minds of the people” during the
period of communist ‘insurgen-
cy’. In Malaysia, over 60 sus-
pected militants are being held
now under the Internal Security
Act. They have been detained
under an anti-terror process
that was launched last Decem-
ber.

One of them, Yazid, has been
cited by the U.S. authorities for
suspected links to the '9/11
strikes in view of his alleged act
of playing host to one or more
of the plane hijackers in ques-
tion.

It is in these circumstances
that official Kuala Lumpur is
keen to ensure that the U.S. in-

vestigators)jd()}unwittingly

portray aysia as :—gl)‘?post
of “international terrori and

as a regional epicentre of terror.
Separately, the latest anti-terror
swoop by Singapore on 21 sus-
pects has turned the laser beam
on three aspects: the alleged
plot of the detainees to create a
pan-Islamic state in South East
Asia, their suspected game plan
to convert Malaysia into a
hotbed in the first stage of any
such operation, and their al-
leged efforts to create religious
strife in Singapore and Malay-
sia.

Of the 21 suspects, three are
placed under restrictions while
18 have been held under the In-
ternal Security Act. They in-
clude a few with ‘Indian’ and
‘Pakistani’ origin.

All of them are said to belong |
to one particular religion, a fac-
tor that is being sought to be
addressed with sensitivity.

The Singapore authorities
have also spoken of the possi- l
bility of a dozen or so Jemaah |
Islamiyah members being in |
hiding in the region at this tlme l
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By P. S. Suryanm(ﬁ

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 21, The' per-
ceived role of the U.S. in influ-
encing the anti-terror
operations of major South-East
Asian countries is becoming a
controversial issue in Malaysia
and Indonesia, while the latest
counter-terror activism of Sin-
gapore has raised the political
stakes and awareness in the on-
going global campaign against
terrorism.

Indonesia’s Senior Coordi-
nating Minister for Political and
Security Affairs, Susilo Bam-
bang Yudhoyono, has taken the
line that his country, the world's
most populous Muslim state, is
not being dictated to by the U.S.
According to him, Indonesia,
however, was an active player
under “a cooperation frame-
work in the fight against terror-
ism” on the international stage.
A controversy is raging in Jakar-
ta over the alleged lead role that
the Central Intelligence Agency

no-t

had played in the arrest of Al-
Faruq, who is said to be an In-
donesian with Al-Qaeda links,
and his transfer to the U.S.
Commenting on this, Mr. Susilo
Yudhoyono said: “Al-Faruq’s ar-
rest was the result of coopera-
tion between the Indonesian
police and intelligence as well
as foreign intelligence sources
under a cooperation framework
in the fight against terrorism”.
It is considered significant in
South-East Asia’s political cir-
cles that the senior Minister’s
views should have been publi-
cised as an official response to a
gathering undercurrent of sen-
timents in Jakarta that Indone-
sia is perhaps being pressured
by the U.S. on the anti-terror is-
sue to hit the fast track with or
without justification.
Indonesia’s leading Islamic
organisations, such as the Nah-
dlatul Ulama and Muhammadi-
yah, are seen to be in the
forefront of an awareness cam-
paign to ensure that Indonesia
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S. role raises hackles in S-E Asia
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acts as much in its own interests
as those of the U.S. in the “war
on terror’’. At one level, a sus-
pected CIA “tip-off” about an
alleged plot against Ms. Mega-
wati is a dominant theme in the
political discourse in Jakarta.

At another level, the focus is
being made on Abu Bakar Baa-
syir, Chairman of the Indone-
sian Mujahiddin Council, for his
alleged links to Al-Qaeda and
suspected patronage of a pan-
regional “terrorist” network.

Significantly, in this context,
a top Indonesian security offi-
cial had said, during the first an-
niversary of the ‘9/11’ terrorist
strikes, that conclusive evi-
dence against Abu Bakar was|
still lacking. ’

In Malaysia, the Foreign Min-
ister, Hamid Albar, has said the
U.S. Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation could interrogate Yazid
Sufaat, who is one of over 60
suspected militants being held
under the Malaysian Internal |
Security Act. \

|
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‘J&K Minister attacked

HT Correspondent ’)QV\O\
Srinagar, September 21

KASHMIR MILITANTS today
stepped up the violence in the run-
up to the second phase of the elec-
tions, making another attempt on
the life of State Tourism Minister
Sakina Itoo and killing four cops in
an attack on the Police Housing
Colony at Bemina here.

A fierce gunfight was on between
the militants and the security forces
inside the colony, where over 300 po-
lice officers live with their families.

The attack on Itoo, the second in a
week, came at Mirhama in Anant-
nag. The militants triggered an ex-
plosion and fired on her motorcade,
killing a security guard and a girl
watching the Minister’s motorcade
pass by.

Itoo, contesting the Assembly
polls from Noorabad, was on her
way to address an election rally at

I HINDUST A

Kulgam when the bomb, planted in
a drainage pipe along her route,
went off. The impact blew off the
concrete cover and damaged several
vehicles in Itoo’s motorcade.

The Hizb-ul-Mujahideen claimed
responsibility for the attack
through local news agency Kashmir
Press Service though a little-known
militant outfit called al-Arifeen, be-
lieved to be a shadow group of
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, also staked its
claim. A Hizb spokesman said his
outfit had carried out the strike on
the Minister while al-Arifeen was
responsible for the Kkilling of two
CPI(M) workers in Kulgam.

Ten people — five CRPF person-
nel and five civilians — were in-
jured in the attack on Itoo. There
was no independent confirmation of
how many civilians were hurt. The
civilians blamed their injury on the
retaliatory fire by security forces.

Several policemen, including a
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deputy superintendent, were in-
jured in the police colony attack.
DIG Farooq Ahmad, too, was re-
ported to be at the colony but it was
not immediately known whether he
was injured.

Two militants entered the colony
in an autorickshaw, tossed hand
grenades and sprayed bullets at the
main gate, Killing guards Susheel
Singh and Ghulam Mohammad.
They also fired on the Guard Room,
wounding two policemen who later
died of their injuries. The attackers
then entered a building from where
they engaged the police, BSF and
other security forces in a gunbattie
till late this evening.

Apart from the two CPI(M) work-
ers, militants shot dead two National
Conference members and a BJP func-
tionary. A Congress rally at Koker-
nag in south Kashmir was attacked,
leaving 10 party workers injured.
Another report on Page 8
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%ﬁca retains right to strike Irag
US brake
on India’ S
terror w r

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept 21. — The
USA gave its clearest indication
today that, while it was empow-
ered to engage in pre-emptive
strikes against Iraq to rid the
world of the scourge of terrorism,
India was not authorised to
carry its war against Pakistan-
sponsored terror into the
Pakistani territory.
. In what appeared a preposterous
i act of muscle-flexing, aimed at
both Russia, with its Chechen
problem, and India, which has
deployed troops along its border
with Pakistan to defend itself
against a continuous “proxy war”
from Pakistan, an American
administration official said these
disputes were essentially political.
The anonymous US official was
quoted by agencies as saying,
“India and Russia cannot use the
American doctrine of preventive
and pre-emptive strikes to end
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir
and Chechnya as there are under-
lying political disputes involved®
that could be settled by diplomat-
ic or other means short of war.”
This appeared a clear message
to the Indian government that,
despite September 11, terrorism
in India must take a back seat,
and the government did not have
i the right to exercise the option of
. pre-emptive strikes, by going
. into the Pakistani territory and
| destroying Pakistani terrorist
' training camps.
. The Jammu and Kashmir prob-
' lem was, in essence, a political
problem, to be solved as such.
“Let’s take the case of India and
Pakistan... There are major
efforts under way with India and
Pakistan, led by the USA with

G

Great Britain, to finda dlplomat—
ic solution to the problem... of
terrorism in and around Kash-
mir, then, of getting the two sides
to enter dialogue. There are very
grave — great diplomatic efforts
under way there,” the agency
reports‘from Washington quoted
the official as saying.

Officials here declined to com-
ment on the reports.

Meanwhile, according to news
agency reports from Washin-
gton, President George W Bush
for the first time outlined justifi-
cation for preventive or pre-emp-
tive wars against “rogues” like
Iraq as well as terrorist groups.

“The USA has long maintained
the option of pre-emptive actions
to counter a sufficient threat to
its national security. The greater
the threat, the greater is the risk
of inaction — and the more com-
pelling the case for taking antici-
patory action to defend ourselves,
even if uncertainty remains as to
the time and place of the enemy’s
attack,” Mr Bush said in a White
House National Strategy Paper
released yesterday.

“To forestall or prevent such
hostile acts by our adversaries,
the United States will, if neces-
sary, act pre-emptively,” says
the document, which is being
sent to the Congress.

Mr Bush, however said the prin-
ciple would not be used indiscrim-
inately: “The United States will
not use force in all cases to pre-
empt emeérging threats, nor
should nations use pre-emption as
a pretext for aggression.” “Yet, in
an age where the enemies of civil-
isation openly and actively seek
the world’s most destructive tech-

nologies, the USA ot remain
idle while dangergathers.”
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“Pak has vested
interests .~
in al-Qaida’
,7/'\,? PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ()/(V\Q\

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 21. — Mrs Benazir
Bhutto has accused the Pakistan govern-
ment of failing to prevent the.regrouping
of al-Qaida and Taliban elements within
the country. She alleged that the govern-
ment hag a vested interest in keeping the
outfit alive as its survival depended on it.

“Pakistan’s military dictatorship was
unable to prevent al-Qaida regrouping
in Pakistan. al-Qaida poses a threat to
the Pakistani people and the larger
world community. The regime has a ves-
ted interest in the continuation of the al-
Qaida,” she said in a lecture delivered at
North Carelina on Thursday.

Asked whether she planned to return to
Pakistan, Mrs Bhutto ‘said she was ready
to come back despite the possibility of
contesting from behind bars but had deci-
ded to defer her return due to the “Bhut-
to-specific laws” and “blatant rigging”.

She criticised the rejection of her nom-
ination papers, saying: “The manner in
which the nomination papers were rejec-
ted when those of Mr Nawaz Sharif were
accepted was an eye-opener.”

Asked whether her party, the Pakistan
People’s Party, had kept poll boycott as
an option, Mrs Bhutto claimed her party
was sure to win the forthcoming polls if
the military regime did not manipulate
the electoral process. “PPP is part of the
Alliance for Restoration of Democracy
and the ARD has taken the position that
boycott is an-option,” she said.

Lahore HC dismisses plea: Lahore
High Court has dismissed a petition to
permanently disqualify Mr Nawaz Shar-
if and his family members from contest-
ing. It has adjourned hearing on another
petition from his wife Ms Kulsoom and
brother Mr Shahbaz Sharif challenging
the rejection of their nomination papers.
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NO DEATH PENALTY: ADVANI

" Efforts on to get
Abu Salem deported

‘59\ ByPrafullaDas(\l

BHUBANESWAR, SEPT. 21. The
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, today expressed hope that
. the efforts of the Government
and the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation would result in the
deportation of the underworld
don, Abu Salem, from Portugal.

Talking to presspersons at the
Bhubaneswar airport, Mr. Adva-
ni said the CBI was making ef-
forts through the Interpol to get
Salem deported from Portugal
where he had been arrested and
remanded for three months. “A
team of CBI officials will go to
Portugal, and I hope Abu Salem
will be brought before the court
in time.”

Observing that Portugal was
concerned because it does not
permit death penalty for any
criminal, Mr. Advani said India
would assure that country that
Salem would get a fair trial here
and would not be awarded cap-
ital punishment.

Later, Mr. Advani said the
Vajpayee  Government was
committed to fighting terror-
ism. Addressing a meeting
where he launched the Valmiki
Ambedkar Awas Yojana, he said
that ISI cells were being
smashed across the country
since the Vajpayee Government
came to power. “We can even
go to Portugal to catch them,”
he said.

CBI team for

Portugal soon
By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 21. Even as the
underworld don, Abu Salem,
has been detained in Lisbon,
the CBI is focussing its efforts
securing his custody and
4bringing him back to India. New
Delhi has been in constant
touch with the Portuguese au-
thorities to secure his deporta-
tion. Contact was maintained
through the day for the pur-
pose. T
Salem, his companion and
Bollywood starlet, Monica Bedi,
and an aide, Sayed Haider, were
detained by the Interpol-Lisbon
on Wednesday outside their
home on charges of possessing
fake documents. The arrests
came after the CBI, which rep-
resents Interpol in India, trailed
the don and his movements for
the past three months.
“Salem’s arrest also marks
the extremely meaningful and
fruitful cooperation with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
of the U.S. as well as useful con-

and Lisbon,” the CBI Director,
P.C. Sharma, said here. The CBI
was putting together its team
for Lisbon which would com-
plete the legal formalities for
bringing Salem back.

Mr. Sharma, who has been in
touch with the FBI, said that the
Ministries of External Affairs
and Home Affairs were also be-
ing consulted to work out the
modalities for the deportation.

The arrest of Salem would
have a “salutary impact” and
convey the message to the un-
derworld that global coopera-
tion could check their activities
and bring them to justice. “This
is a very healthy sign. As terror-
ist and organised crimes rise,
there is also recognition among
various countries of the need to
help each other,” he said.

Salem, an accused in the
Bombay serial blasts case of
March 1993, is also wanted by
police in Madhya Pradesh and
Mumbai in about 50 cases of ex-
tortion and killings. His arrest
comes at a time when the CBI
has been able to secure depor-
tation in the recent past of sev-
eral other wanted criminals,
money-launderers and extor-
tionists from abroad such as Af-
tab Ansari, Raju Anadkad and
Muthapa Rai.

Interest in the buying and
selling properties in the U.S.
and Europe by Salem also
evoked suspicion of the law en-
forcing agencies there. He was
trying to sell a property in the
U.S. and his frequent visits to
that country had aroused the
suspicion of the FBI which got
in touch with the CBI and the
don’s movements were moni-
tored. In Lisbon too, he had ac-
quired properties in the name
of Monica Bedi, and also kept
his aide, Haider, handy in order
to wriggle out of tricky situa-
tions. A ‘red corner’ alert notice
against Salem had earlier been
issued by the Interpol in the
Bombay blast case.

Later, addressing a press con-
ference, the CBI Joint Director
(Policy), Ashwani Kumar, said a
CBI team could be sent to Lis-
bon early next week.

Mr. Kumar said that Salem
alias Qayoom Ansari was sent to
a 90-day judicial custody by a
Portuguese court on Friday and
that the CBI had enough time to
“negotiate” his return. Salem
and Monica Bedi were said to
be posing in Portugal as Arsalan
Mohsin Ali and Sana Malik.

He said their fingerprints and
photographs had already been
sent to the authorities in Portu-

i

: gal, which was of “great help” at
tacts with the Interpol-France the time of arrest. /
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Interpol nabs
Abu Salem: M’
in Portugal .y

CBI hopeful of bringing him
.

By Pratyush Kanth
TimES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Abu Salem, one
of India’s most wanted crimi-
nals, has been arrested by In-
terpol authorities in the Por-
tuguese capital Lisbon along
with his companion, Bolly-
wood starlet Monica Bedi.

According to sources in the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the 34-year-old Salem
whose real name is Abdul
Qayyum Ansari, was caught
because he was travelling on
a forged passport. “Salem pos-
sesses about a dozen forged
passports of various coun-
tries and he also uses several
Indian passports while travel-
ling to different parts of the
world,” a source said.

According to intelligence
officials, the tracking of a
satellite phone call made by
Salem also helped pinpoint
his location.

CBI officials said the full
credit for the arrest should
be given to the Dubai author-
ities who had provided key
information to India about
Salem and his movements.
“After the extradition of
Aftab Ansari, the Dubai au-
thorities have become very
cooperative and they were
the ones who provided us
with all the details of Abu
Salem’s passports, which we
immediately flashed to Inter-
pol offices all over the world
and to several other intelli-
gence agencies across the
globe. His arrest is due to the
swift action taken by us on
the information gathered
from Dubai and follows the
close surveillance on his
movements,” said a source.

Although India does not
have an extradition agree-
ment with Portugal, the CBI
is “quite hopeful” it will
manage to get Salem back to
India this time. “The post-
9/11 scenario is totally differ-
ent from the past and if we

to India
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Dawood Abu Salem
present our case in a strong
manner to the Portugese au-
thorities, then Salem should
be with us soon,” a CBI offi-
cial said.

Salem, earlier a close asso-
ciate of Dawood Tbrahim, is
wanted in more than 100 cas-
es of murder, extortion and
abduction all over the coun-
try. His name has been linked
to several high-profile cases,
like the 1997 killing of music
magnate Gulshan Kumar in
Mumbai, the 1993 Mumbai
serial bomb blasts and the
match-fixing controversy in
cricket.

@ Related report on Page 3

Pledge of ‘no death

sentence’ likely

New Delhi: India may
give an assurance to the
Portuguese government
that underworld don Abu
Salem, detained in that
country, will not be sen-
tenced to death, deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Ad-
vani said here on Friday.
This is so as European
countries are signatory to
a convention which pro-
hibits deportation of an
accused to a country
where he is likely to face
death sentence, Mr Advani
told reporters. “In this
case, it is possible and In-
dian law permits that the
necessary assurance may
be given to the concerned
government,” he said. e
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The war against global terrorism has no near solutions

" Get going, Mr Annan

SHAM LAL

ofi Annan has to get going
to finish the troublesome
[raq business. The chief
executive of the new glob-
al order has told him that
the job has to be completed in a matter
of “days and weeks, not months.”
There is no need for him to call a ses-
sion of the security council. His task is
to implement the old resolution and to
tell Saddam Hussein that the United
Nations has had enough of his
tantrums and that he has not only to
accept the return of the international
team of inspectors to his couniry but
also agree to leaving its members free
to scour any place which they suspect
of being used for storing or producing
weapons of mass destruction.

Sofar as the Bush administration is
concerned, it is not the United States of
America which has to reconcile itself
to the UN policy of endlessly waiting
for the Iraqi leader to make up his
mind but for the UN to fall in line with
the US strategy which has made Iraq
the main target in the second phase of
the war against international terror-
ism. If the security council fails the
test, the US will go it alone and will ad-
minister to Saddam Hussein a dose of
the same bitter medicine it made the
taliban swallow. It will oust the Iraqi
dictator and replace him with some-
one more pliable.

It is the prospect of another Kuwait
war which frightens France, Germany,
China and Russia, together with much
of the rest of the world. They know it
can cause a new convulsion in the
Arab world and make the pent-up re-
sentment over the humiliation of the
Palestinians explode in the face of the
West. It will hurt badly the economy of
every south Asian country by making
drastic cuts in the remittances from
their nationals working in the Gulf
states. It is apt to jack up the already
highoil prices. And ironically; it is like-
ly to defeat the very objective of the
current war by mobilizing more re-
cruits for terrorist outfits.

All these fears may persuade even
those who are puzzled over the intensi-
ty of US antagonism to Saddam Hus-
sein to prevail upon the Iraqi dictator
to avoid an armed confrontation with
the only superpower since this is
bound to inflict new wounds on his
country already impoverished by 12
years of economic sanctions which
have meant an annual loss of billions
of dollars in revenues and caused the
death of thousands of people because
of widespread malnutrition and lack
of adequate medicare facilities.

not to see that what is at stake

now is his own survival and that
it 1s safer to lose face than risk a new
defeat and suffer the fate of Osama bin
Laden. The Americans may not have
got hold of the man, “dead or alive™,
who masterminded the September 11
attacks which threw the US into panic.
but have forced him to go into hiding.
Surely, Saddam cannot hope to live
down the shame of another crushing
defeat nor relish the prospect of being

S addam Hussein is not sodumb as

holed up in some obscure place, with
both snoopers and commandos at his
heels. This does not mean that he can
be sure of escaping America’s wrath
even if he succumbs to international
pressure. But he can at least buy some
more time for himself and his country.

What is indeed most intriguing
about the US strategy of making Iraq
the main target of attack in the second
phase of the war on international ter-
rorism is that. for all his past sins,
there is little credible evidence to es-
tablish any close links between Sad-
dam Hussein and jihadi terrorist out-
fits. Yet, he looms almost as large as
Osama bin Laden in the US dictionary
of demonology. Perhaps the very idea
of the remote possibility of his trying

brainwashed for years by religious big-
ots who motivate young people by con-
vincing them that becoming martyrs
in a holy war means buying a ticket to
paradise. A young Palestinian suicide
bomber, captured and interviewed by
the Israeli police the other day, said he
was pining to become a shaheed. de-
spite the opposition of his family, be-
cause he was sure of winning eternal
happiness affer death as a reward for
his act of self-sacrifice.

Pakistan had been responsible for
putting the taliban in power. And the
Inter-Services Intelligence worked for
long in cahoots with the al Qaida.
Ditching these old protégés and
friends, who served as instruments of
its Kashmir policy, was not easy for

to grab the larger pait of the oil wealth
of the Gulf region one day makes the
1'S administration go paranoid.

On the other hand, the US deliber-
ately plays down the Saudi funding of
terrorist outfits though it knows that
the Wahabi regime, in a bid to keep the
Saudi terrorists away from its territo-
rv which plays host to an American
base, hands over large sums to them
regularly as protection money. Per-
haps the same logic applies to its cosy-
ing up to the Musharraf government.
The Bush administration is not so daft
as not to be concerned at the way Pak-
istan has become the main refuge tor
outlawed international terrorist gro-
ups like al Qaida. Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohamimed, and at the brazen
manner in which the general has
rigged the new constitution to make
democracy a mere cover for a military
dictatorship. giving a council packed
with his cronies the right to sack any
elected government which incurs its
displeasure. But their reaction to all
this chicanery is a studied silence.

How do US policy-makers justify all
this cynicism to themselves, if not to
the victims of terrorism outside Amer-
ica? Probably they say here is a society

‘ Saddam Hussein is
not so dumb as not to see
that it is safer to lose face

than suffer the fate of

Osama bin Laden ,

Musharraf. Yet, he turned against
them at the US's behest undér duress.
And though his country was seething
with anti-American sentiments, he
took the risk of ceding military bases
in his territory to the US. What can the
US administration do if the man has
still some sneaking sympathy for those
he not long ago hailed as “freedom
fighters™ or if the taliban and al Qaida
have many fellow travellers in the
army and its intelligence setup?

In these circumstances. there is
bound to be frequent resort to double
standards and doublespeak in explain-
ing away the contradictions in US poli-
cv It is quixotic to expect the Bush ad-
ministration to resolve them to please
India. The messy situation rules out
both neat solutions and more cogent

policies. 1t is no surprise therefore if,
whenever the Americans’ attention is
drawn to Pervez Musharraf’s failure
to deliver on his promise to put an end
to cross-border terrorism, the stock
alibi is that, even after making due al-
lowance for everything, he is still their
best bet in Pakistan.

angel of peace or rectitude. There

has been only one marked change
in recent years in its policy with re-
gard to military intervention in con-
flicts where its strategic interests, real
or imaginary, are involved. The trau-
ma of the Vietnam war has made it in-
creasingly reluctant to commit its
ground forces in fighting because of
the fear that heavy casualties are likely
to be extremely unpopular at home.
This has made it depend primarily on
its hi-tech air force to achieve its war
goals, with minimal loss of life.

This change has paid off to a large
extent as shown by its experiences.
first in the Kuwait war, then in Slove-
nia and more recently in Afghanistan.
But this strategy has its limitations. In
Afghanistan, for example, though the
taliban regime has been ousted from
power, the war-ravaged country has
neither been rid of taliban elements.
nor of local warlords whose writ still
runs in the provinces under their con-
trol. Inter-ethnic conflicts continue to
threaten both the unity of the country
and the stability of the new govern-
ment in Kabul. Nothing shows more
clearly the fragile character of the
Hamid Karzai regime than that its
head should depend for his security
not on local troops but on foreign
soldiers. The measly investment in re-
lief and rehabilitation work indeed
makes the future look both bleak and
uncertain.

As for the two hostile neighbours in
south Asia, it is pathetic to see the
heads of government of both India and
Pakistan make vituperative speeches,
with each appealing. at private meet-
ings, to the US president to put pres-
sure on the other in its favour. Indeed
the way both hang on each word said
by George W. Bush to find out if there
is a tilt in the desired direction has by
now become an embarrassing ritual.
The ironical outcome, in so far as New
Delhi is concerned, is to make the US
willy-nilly a party to what the Indian
government insists is a strictly bilater-
al issue.

hough officials here often talk
I ‘about a further strengthening of
the developing “strategic rela-
tionship” between the two big democ-
racies, New Delhi ought to know by
now that such a claim would carry
much greater weight if India left it to
the US to explain in public more pre-
cisely the character of the new rela-
tionship. The proposed removal of the
ban on US exports of hi-tech equip-
ment for nuclear power plants, space
research, and other vital fields i most
welcome. But it does not make*“strate-
gic” what is in fact a}p{?gunequal
relationship. -
P

In any case, America itself is no
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going to war 6\

jold, the preatest of UN
Bsecretary-generals,
practitioner and contem-
plator in one, who observed
that the
established to t4ke humanity
to heaven but to save it from
hell, He would have been in
his “intellectual element
wrestling with the present
situation, Is it better if the
USA does go to war against
Iraq that the UN approve it?

It didn't do the UN any
good 16 be left on the shelf
when the USA and its main
Europesn allies bypassed it
and "decided to bomb Bel-
grade without a Security
Council mandate. Or is it
better that the USA goes
ahead without the approval
of the UN?

If things go wrong with the
war which well they might ~
Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohammad told
the Financial Times on
Tuesday that he despairs at a
“racist” war that could spark
communal: violence across
the globe - then the UN will
at'least be in a position to
use its-diplomatic influence,
its-aid machinery and even
its: peacekeeping forces to
help quell these eruptions.
It one of Hammar-

It was Dag Hammarsk-

p
_nor Cruise O’B-

UN. was not-

ointees, Trish

action, Qéx(\nn

Professor Martin
Creveld of the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem
made perhaps the pro-
foundest comment on the

crisis: “Clinton’s wr: ling
- with the UN Security Coun-
cil and its emissary, Secre-

tary-General Kofi Annan,
brings to mind the way.in
which medieval rulers orice
required the Pope’s consent
before going to war. Now
even the world's sole

 remaining superpower finds

it extraordinarily difficult to
g0 to war without obtaining
the sanction of international
law. Thus the recent crisis
gy be remembered more
as a stepping stone towards
delegmm:smg war between

- nations,”

Remembering “this, the
French and the Saudis - with
the connivance of Secretary
of State Colin Powell who
seems to have trumped Vice
President Dick Cheney on.
the going-to-the-UN issue -
are perhaps walkmﬁnthe
USA into a trap. By ac
ledging that they - may
change their own position on
the need for a war, but only
as long .as the Security
Council -approves one, are

they ‘leading the Amencans;
. into what O'Brien called
. “the solemn and collective

ropn:?e
‘the ld words” asa
dxlemma Wor Vlew :ubstaxft?ute
that con- for wi ‘
fronts lﬂ"ﬂ"‘ﬁﬂ PaWER Probab[y
the UN not, becau-

on these life and death’

o_ccaswns, “The feeling that
the ‘thing feared may be
averted, and the thing hoped
for won, by the solemn and

-collective use of words, This

ggye;r'»stﬂl converges on the
as on a holy place - at
times when, as-in the Cuban
missile crisis of 1962, in the
Middle Eastern crisis of the
summier of 1967, the scourge
of -war sgems once more
about to descend. It is the
prayer that makes the drama
sacred.”

“Though not much talked
about these days, we went
1gh 2 similar crisis in
March 1998. There was
plenty of talk of going to war
and Secretary-General Kofi
Annan rode off to Baghdad,
and talk and to pull

like a hero and his friends
likened him to Hammar-
skjold. Well, he brought four
and a half year’s of peace,
whxch. isniot bad.

~ But what is worrying is

of the time show that
nothing has changed in
substance. It was exactly the
same fear of weapons of
mass destruction that drove

the USA to the brink of war. .

and it was the promises to
Mt Annan by Mr Hussein to
allow  more intrusive
inspections that drove it
back. But the inference then
was that if Mr Hussein did
not deliver on his part of the
bargain that. Mr Annan
would ‘use his influence to
persuade - the . Security
Council thatit would have to
vote 1o support armed

Hussein’s sting. On
his return, he was treated

e-read of the debates

se this time the USA ap-
pears determined to go to
war to depose Mr Hussein,
irrespective of whether Irag
does - allow in_dinfettered
inspection and whether it
wins UN approval or not, ,
Nevertheless, Washmgton
has consciously chosen to
make- things more -difficult
for itself, which is a brave or
foolish position, depending
upon the vantage point. On
the-other hand, given Mr
Cheney’s predilection for
war, it is doubtful if Presi-
dent George Bush would

havé sanctioned this course™ ™

if General Powell hadn’t
been able to assure him that
he would go along with the
larger American gameplan if
the UN gambit ~ and it was
never meant to be more
than that - failed. '
‘The perspective on ‘Mr
Hussein has evaporated
before the determination of
the one and only super-
power. One can say that the
Invasion of Kuwait a decade

“ago'was not the Anschiuss.

TATESMAM

An thvasion of the Saudi 011 g
fields” would not be
Sudetenland. The b-

lican Guard is not the Sth
Panzer division, :
The weapons of mass
destruction " that  Iraq
possesses are primitive and
aretobensedonlyfor
Hussein fears: that he 'is
going to be foppled by an
invading force. But all these
arguments now seem to be
blowing away in-the wind.
The USA has decided to go
to war. The time for “the
solemn and collective use¢ of

appropriate ~ words” "}
probably almost over. Zl
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Terrorists plotted to destabilise S-E Asia’

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 19. The Singa-
pore Government today an-
nounced its findings after
investigations that most of the
suspected terrorists, who were
arrested here last month, were
engaged in activities designed
to sow distrust and damage re-
lations between the City-State
and the neighbouring Malaysia.
However, the latest anti-terror
swoop had severely disrupted
the planned activities of the Je-
maah Islamiyah, a terrorist out-
fit, insofar as Singapore was
concerned, it was stated.

The modus operandi of the 21
suspects, 18 of whom were
served with two-year detention
orders under Singapore’s Inter-
nal Security Act a few days ago,
consisted of drawing up plans
for launching terrorist strikes in
the City-State and portraying
them as acts of aggression from
the Malaysian side. Some of the

Notation of Recall Order / Codes in notebook
(ecovered from Faiz Abdullah Ashiblie

. Mﬁ(\/

W

Code Numbers for type
i - . v of communication
- ) P
Code numbers ol e o i
J1 membyers { S5y _;;:1 : 3. ‘v'*d(‘ Example:
N . [B[opifkg
o [
§ {J N;L_‘,' P
Pa (& oigk
Code names of { - N,T—‘s:; BMTDK
IV members Tangey. ;l_zj l &‘-’H,
e Mec
3 8 S LR Legend:
g B- Bila (date of mecting)
o M - Masa (timce of mecting)
T -Tempat (place of mecting)
D - Davipada {from sender)
: K~ Kepada {fa recipent)
o

An undated photo shows a notebook detailing various
codes, seized from a detained suspected Muslim
militant in Singapore.— Reuters

targets, which the suspects had
chosen, were water pipelines
and the Ministry of Defence
premises in Singapore.

Overall, the Singapore Gov-
ernment’s investigations are
said to have uncovered plans by
the terrorist-suspects to try and

establish a greater Islamic state
that might comprise Indonesia
and Malaysia besides the Min-
danao region of the southern
Philippines. The more immedi-
ate plan of those arrested was to
destabilise Malaysia’s present
system and disturb Singapore’s
ties with Malaysia, the City-
State’s investigators concluded.

Of the 21 Singaporeans ar-
rested in an anti-terror swoop !
on August 16 this year, 19 were |
found to have been associated |
with the clandestine Jemaah Is- |
lamiyah, a South East Asian
group, at some time or other. |
The two others were linked to
the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front, a separatist group in the
Philippines. Three among the
21 were placed under restric-
tions without being detained
under the Internal Security Act.

Some of the arrested had un-
dergone training in militant ac-

tivities at camps in Afghanistan
in the past. / ’
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Kuwaiti citizen Hulam Ai Blushi steps out of his chemical and biological warfare protection tent instalied in the a
living room of his house in Kuwait City on Tuesday. Kuwaiti citizens, besides institutions and hoteis, are buying Ji
the Finnish-made tent, which can accommodate 10 people. It is equipped with an isolation chamber and an air ig

pump, which supplies filtered air to the occupants. / r
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Fearing strike,

Iraq allows UN
inspectors in .

\f\

iv‘“

AGENCIES B
DUBAI, SEPTEMPER 17 \ Ly
QI Deputy Prime Minister,

Tariq Aziz, said on Tuesday

that Baghdad had thwarted

y justification for a US led

attack by allowing the unconditional
return of UN arms inspectors.

Iraqi President, Saddam Hus-
sein, under intense world pressure,
and backed by the threat of US mili-
tary action, agreed late on Monday
to readmit UN inspectors without
conditions after an absence of nearly

. fouryears.

The Iraqi decision drew a hostile

' response from Washington that has

insisted there is still a need foraUN
Security Council resolution requir-
ing Iraq to destroy its weapons of
mass destruction.

Aziz said the sceptical US and

' British response to Baghdad’s deci-
. sion to readmit the inspectors had

revealed their “true (negative) in-

I tentions towards Baghdad.” He said

the two nations coveted Iraq’s oil

* wealth and wanted to divide West

Asia.

Washington said it would press
on anyway to get anew UN resolu-

t tion demanding Iragi compliance.

But Russia — a barometer of more

! moderate opinion on Iraq — said a
. looming military crisis had been

of Saddam. Iraqg’s offer came as
British public opposition to a war -
against Baghdad was shown to be
ebbingin anew survey.

The ICM/Guardian poll pub-
lished on Tuesday showed that out-

. right opposition in Britain to military

intervention in Iraq had shrunk to 40
per cent, from 50 per cent three
weeks ago.

Australia cautiously weloomed
the Iragi decision but echoed
Washington’s  scepticism  about
Baghdad backing its words with ac-
tions.

Prime Minister John Howard
said the international community
should not negotiate those arrange-
ments with Baghdad and inspectors
had tobe given unhindered access to
sites, documents and people.

Malaysia called for UN sanctions
on Iraq to be lifted following
Baghdad’s decision to re-admit UN
weapons inspectors. Malaysia, as
the next chairman of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM), had
urged
Iraq tolet weapons inspectors return
in order to get sanctions lifted and
forestall US led military action.

Japan welcomed the news
but said the real issue was whether
Baghdad will live up to the promise.
“The issue is what happens from

here. Will Iraq carry out what they

steered back into politics. said in the letter? We will have to
Britain reacted sceptically to the ~ watch that carefully,” government
decision, urging theworldtobe wary  spokesman Yasuo Fukuda said.
ND ' T APREG !



WAR THREAT / IRAN, EGYPT HAIL BAGHDAD MOVE

Attack talk must stop: Iraq

By Atul Aneja (\ v J\
MANAMA (BAHRAIN), SEPT. 17. Af-
ter agreeing to allow United Na-
tions weapon inspectors on its
soil unconditionally, Iraq has
asserted that that there was now
no justification for the U.S. to
attack it.

“All the reasons for an attack
have been eliminated”, Iraq’s
Deputy Prime Minister, Tarig
Aziz, said in Baghdad today. Mr.
Aziz reiterated that Iraq had
agreed to readmit U.N. weap-
ons inspectors and cooperate
with them. “Yes, we agree on
the return of weapons inspec-
tors and are ready to work with
the (U.N.) Secretary-General in
order to put this (Iraqi) decision
into effect”, he observed.

In a related development,
Iraq’s President, Saddam Hus-
sein, has sent a letter to the U.N.
General Assembly which will be
read out by the Iragi Foreign
Minster, Naji Sabri, who is al-
ready in New York, the Irag
News Agency (INA) said.

Despite the Iragi offer, the
U.S. has expressed scepticism
and described Baghdad’s turn-
around as a “tactical move.” In
fact, Washington has main-
tained that Irag’s stance has not
obviated the need for a fresh
U.N. Security Council resolu-
tion that would require it to de-
stroy all its weapons of mass

SURPRISE MOVE: The Iragl President, Saddam Mussein
(centre) meets officlals in Baghdad on Monday, following
which Baghdad announced its decision to allow U.N.
weapons Inspectors into the country. — Reuters

destruction. U.N. inspections
on chemical and biological
weapons as well as their deliv-
ery systems, such as missiles,
are steered by a U.N. office in
New York. But inspections relat-
ed to nuclear weapons is con-
ducted by a special team on
Irag under the auspices of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) based in Vienna.

Taking exception to the nega-
tive U.S. response that was also
echoed by Britain, Mr. Aziz said
this had revealed the “true in-
tentions” of these countries to-
wards Iraq, which was to
exercise control over its oil. In
the region, Israel, which has
been an advocate of a military
strike against Iraq, said the Iraqi
position was extremely unlikely

T HINDL

tion towards Baghdad. The Is-
raeli Foreign Minister, Shimon
Peres, who is at present in New
York said, “The position of the
United States is far-reaching,
unequivocal, and I hardly see
any way for them to step back
from it.” Other neighbouring
countries that wish to avoid a
war have begun to react posi-
tively to Baghdad’s position. |
Egypt’s Foreign Minster, Ahmed
Mabher, said that the Iragi deci-
sion was “the beginning of a
process of easing tensions.”
Iran described the Iragi deci-
sion as “wise and sensible”.
Iran’s spokesman hoped that |
the shift in Iraqgi stance “will
stop the drums of war” from
beating.

J
|
|
\
to affect Washington’s disposi- ;
|
J
)

/
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy \ N

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 17. A judge in Punjab proy-
ince has granted bail to Masood Azha
chief of the banned Jaish-e-Mohammad, o
the ground that no charge had been made
out against him. However, the Government
issued an order for his re-arrest for 90 more
days. The Government is faced with a del-
| icate situation with regard to leaders and
cadres of the outfits banned early this year
as the investigative agencies have not been
able to produce any evidence of criminal
charges against them. As a result, it was
forced to release most of them under an
amnesty scheme.

In the wake of the charges by India that
the Jaish and the Lashkar-e-Taiba were be-
hind the December 13 Parliament attack,
the Government had banned the two out-

fits and detained their leaders, Haﬁz Saeed
and Masood Azhar. Both of them were tak-
en into custody under the Maintenance of
Public Order (MPO), which empowers the
Government to arrest a person for three
months without any specific charges.

At the end of the three-month period
both were released. Pakistani media report-
ed that they were once again detained un-
der MPO in March-April. However, when
Prof. Saeed’s wife approached the Lahore
High Court recently, the Government
maintained that he was not under its
custody.

Following the submission by the Govern-
ment, followers of Prof. Saeed expressed
apprehensions about his safety. Curiously,
the web site maintained by the organisation
headed by Prof. Saeed recently carried a
long write-up by him on the constitutional

, Vtrested again

(anatv
changes made by the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf. There is no explanation
by either the organisation or the Govern-
ment on how he managed to write for the
web magazine.

The same kind of confusion has pre-
vailed about the status of Masood Azhar,
one of the three militants released by India
in December 1999 in exchange for passen-
gers on board the hijacked Indian Airlines
flight from Kathmandu.

A report from Dera Ghazi Khan on Mon-
day said the Additional Sessions Judge had
granted bail to him against a surety bond of
Rs. 30,000 in a case under Section 16 MPO
and Arms Ordinance 11 B 20/65..

Records showed that no law and order
problem had been created as a result of the
alleged speech By the petitioner nor any
segment of the public put in fear/
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Pak prepared to extradite .
9/11 suspect to America

AGENCIES
KARACHI. SEPTEMBER 16 _
<\
PAKISTAN said on Mon-
day it was prepared to extra-
dite key Al Qaeda suspect
Ramzi Binalshibh to the
United States after complet-
ing its own investigations and
legal formalities.
Binalshibh is said to have
been a prominent member of

an Al Qaeda cell based in the.

i Germancity of Hamburgand is
accused of having played a key
role in planning the Sept. 11 at-
tacks along with another mem-
ber ofthat cell, Mohamed Atta.

The German Government
had issued an international ar-
rest warrant for-the Yemeni
national, but said on Sunday it
was prepared to stand aside in
faveur of Washington. Ger-
man Interior Minister Otto
Schily said in Berlin on Mon-
day the government has de-
cided not to pursue extradition
of the former Hamburg resi-
dent. He said that given the

\5 \

A man identified as Ramzl
Binalshibh by FBI. AP/PT!

“terrible attacks of Sept. 11, it
goes without saying that
Americans have priority for
his extradition.”

Germany has an arrest
warrant for Binalshibh charg-
ing him with more than 3,000
counts of murder for allegedly
conspiring in Hamburg with
hijacker Mohamed Atta and
other Sept. 11 plotters.

“Pakistan is obliged under
international law to hand over
the suspect to the country

ITORDNTO TheU&denmd
aCanadian request for con-

- sularaccesstoa 15-year-old
. Canadian citizen captured in
 Afghanistan, an officlal said
_onMonday, The youth, identi-
 fisd as OmarKhadrbythe :
Canadian Departmentof
. Foteign Affairs, had heen ar- -
rested on suspicion of killing
_aUS soldier in Aighanistan,
according to Canadian

. BOUICRS. e AFP

where they are wanted,” Pak-
istani Interior Minister Moin-
uddin Haider said. But Haider
retracted an earlier Interior
Ministry statement that Pak-
istan was holding a second
high-profile Al Qaeda suspect
after raids in Karachi last week.
Binalshibh is one of the most
important Al Qaeda members
to be taken into custody over .
the pastyear. ~— Reuters
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U.S. attack on Iraq — at whose cost?

C‘\@/"

VEN AS the United States
and allied airplanes prepare
to launch  pre-emptive
strikes on southern Iraq, the
American strategic stockpile of pet-
roleum is brimming over. The U.S.
will have enough oil to see it
through the impending war. Last
November, the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, had ordered the filling
up of the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve to its full capacity of 700 mil-
lion barrels. Since January, the
stockpile has been adding 150,000
barrels a day. But that was not the
only smart move Mr. Bush made.

Even before the ghastly attacks on
the twin towers of the World Trade
Center last September, long before
Iraq entered U.S. radar range as a
possible target of attack, the U.S.
had been fine-tuning its energy pol-
icy in an attempt to access new
sources of oil and gas. On May 17,
2001, Mr. Bush announced his con-
troversial new energy policy whose
main thrust was to minimise Amer-
ican dependence on Gulf oil, even if
it meant dumping the Kyoto Proto-
col and drilling in the pristine snows
of Alaska. This resolve was rein-
forced by the events of 9/11. Out-
side the U.S. administration, there
was some loud thinking about life
without Saudi oil, especially after
September 11. After all, 15 of the 18
hijackers who crashed their planes
on U.S. civilian targets that day were
Saudis.

Currently, the U.S. imports half of
its hydrocarbon requirements from
foreign sources and this figure is set
to go up to two thirds by 2020. Only
30 per cent of American oil imports
come from the Gulf region, the rest
being supplied mostly by Mexico,
Venezuela, Colombia and others,
which means that just 15 per cent of
the total U.S. energy requirements
are supplied by the Gulf countries.
Now, the U.S. has trained its sights
on the Caspian Sea region, believed
to be the next energy frontier. The
Americans are sparing no efforts —
military, economic or diplomatic —
in their quest for new oil sources.
The American administration has
successfully stationed over 4,000

By Sudha Mahalingam
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troops in fhﬂil and gas-rich Cen-

tral Asian Republics of Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgystan
and even Georgia, in the course of
its war on terror. Direct American
aid to the Central Asian Republics is
on the rise and U.S. investments in
the region are estimated to be up-
wards of $20 billion.

On the one hand, the Americans

ber of the OPEC, adding 2.2 million
barrels a day to the global supply.
However, during the first six months
of this year, the conflict between the
UN. Sanctions Committee and
Iraq’s State Oil Marketing Organisa-
tion squeezed Iraqi exports to a
mere 1.24 million barrels a day. Ear-
lier this year, Mr. Bush’s infamous
“axis of evil” speech had left both

The U.S. will suffer the least in terms of access
to oil... Japan, China and India will be left
holding the can when supplies get disrupted

are making elaborate and expensive
plans to ensure that the oil pipelines
from Central Asia do not pass
through Russian territory, and on
the other go to great lengths to woo
Vladimir Putin as their energy ally.
They see little contradiction in such
moves. If there is one country that
can single-handedly tip the scales
against oil from the Gulf, it is Russia
which is quietly increasing its an-
nual production by half a million
barrels a day.

All these measures will ensure
that the U.S. will suffer the least in
terms of access to oil during the im-
pending war on Iraq. Even Europe
imports only 35 per cent of its oil
requirements from the Gulf and
may get off relatively lightly, thanks
to the common E.U. stockpile.
Clearly, Japan, China and India will
be left holding the can when suppli-
es get disrupted. Japan imports 75
per cent of its oil and gas from the
Middle East, but can draw from the
E.U. stockpile in the event of an
emergency. Asia as a whole imports
60 per cent of its oil from the Middie
East, with China and India making
up most of the demand.

Oil supply disruption is inevitable
in the event of a sustained attack.
Iraq is already on parole — the U.N.
sanctions committee has devised
the food-for-oil programme, osten-
sibly on humanitarian considera-
tions, but equally to keep the global
oil taps flowing at full force. After
all, Baghdad is an important mem-
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Iran and Iraq bristling. They respon-
ded by threatening to use oil as a
weapon against the U.S. and its al-
lies. Between April 8 and May 7 this
year, Iraq suspended its oil exports
entirely as a protest against Israeli
action against Palestine. Saddam
Hussein had followed a scorched
earth policy during the Guif War,
damaging oil installations in Kuwait.
He might well repeat it now. Even if
he destroys only Iraqi oil wells, the
global oil supply will drop by at least
a million barrels a day.

This time around, can the world
depend on Saudi Arabia, the only
OPEC country with spare oil capac-
ity in the region, to oblige by in-
creasing production and keeping
prices in check? The Saudis have
kept the OPEC on a tight leash these
last six months so much so that the
prices have been consistently within
the OPEC price band. The best-case
scenario is one of acute price vola-
tility and the worst-case, sharp price
hikes. By all indications, oil-import-
ing countries are in for some nasty
shocks.

Imagine what it can do to India
which impoits over 70 per cent of its
hydrocarbons and pays a whopping
Rs.70,000 crores annually at current
consumption levels. During the
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war India was im-
porting 70 per cent of its oil require-
ments from these two countries. In
1991, when Iraq invaded Kuwait, In-
dia was _importing 2.25 million
tonnes of crude from Iraq under a

tripartite Rupec-Rouble agreement
involving the then Soviet Union.
The war threw a spanner into this
mutually beneficial  arrangement
and India had to go scurrying for
alternative financing arrangements
to meet the hike in crude prices. At
that time, crude price rose from
$16.3 a barrel in July to $34.6 a bar-
rel in October 1990.

For the next six months, India’s
petroleum import bill more than
doubled. This time around, India is
importing only a small proportion
of Iraqi oil per se, but the bulk of our
needs comes from the Gulf mem-
bers of the OPEC. Already prices
have hardened in the last few weeks.
Any sustained price hike can play
havoc with the Indian economy. It
can slow down recovery and fuel
inflation. Worse, it can disrupt re-
mittances from the Gulf. NRI remit-
tances in 2001 were $2.75 billion, a
third of our total capital inflows, and
a substantial chunk of it is bound to
have emanated from the Gulf.

But the war could do worse. The
Straits of Hormuz through which 14
million barrels of oil pass evervday
is just two miles wide at its narrow-
est. Either Iran or [rag, or both,
could block the Straits of Hormuz
and choke oft supplies from the en-
tire region. The E.U. and the Amer-
icans can draw from their strategic
reserves and stave off shortages, but
that luxury is unavailable 10 India
and China.

An energy-intensive development
paradigm has rendered India ex-
tremely vulnerable to even modest
increases in the price of petroleum
products. That the price hikes will
come at a time when the Indian pet-
roleum sector is liberalised and in-
tegrated with the international
market is even more unfortunate.
The Government can theoretically
shrug its shoulders and blame the
markets and curse the U.S. for its
cussedness, but can hardly escape
the consequences of the impending
war. By all indications, we are in for
very rough times ahead.

(The writer is Senior Fellow, -
stitute of Defence Studies & Analyses.
New Delhi.)
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Drain the swamp,
mosquitoes will go
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SEPTEMBER 11 shocked many Americans into an

awareness that they had better pay much closer at-

tention to what the US government does in the

world and how it is perceived. Many issues have

been opened for discussion that were not on the
agenda before. That’s all to the good.

It is also the merest sanity, if we ho
the likelihood of future atrocities. It mayYe com-
forting to pretend that our enemies “hate olr free-
doms,” as President Bush stated, but it is hardly
wise to ignore the real world, which conveys dif-
ferent lessons.

Bush is not the first to ask: “Why do they hate
us?” In a staff discussion 44 years ago, President
Eisenhower described “the campaign of hatred
against us (in the Arab world), not by the govern-
ments but by the people”. His National Security
Council outlined the basic reasons: the US sup-
ports corrupt and oppressive governments and is
“opposing political or economic progress” because
of its interest in controlling the oil resources of
the region.

Post-September
11 surveys in the
Arab world reveal
that the same rea-
sons hold today,
compounded with
resentment over
specific  policies. |
Strikingly, that is
even true of privi- |
leged, western-ori-
ented sectors in the
region.

To cite one ex-
ample. In the Au-
gust 1 issue of Far
Eastern Economic
Review, Ahmed
Rashid writes that
in Pakistan “there
is growing anger
that US support is
allowing (Mushar-
raf’s) military

regime to delay the The answer to terror attacks is not more terror — in the gmse of
promise of democ- military action — but addressing the root cause of hatred

racy”.

Today we do ourselves few favours by chooesing
to believe that “they hate us” and “hate our free-
doms”. On the contrary, these are attitudes of peo-
ple who like Americans and admire much about
the US, including its freedoms. What they hate is
official policies that deny them the freedoms to
which they too aspire.

For such reasons, the post-September 11 ranti-
ngs of Osama bin Laden — for example, about US
support for corrupt and brutal regimes, or about
the US “invasion” of Saudi Arabia — have a cer-
tain resonance, even among those who despise and
fear him. From resenttaeht, anger and frustration,
terrorist bands hope to draw support and recruits.

We should also be aware that much of the world
regards Washington as a terrorist regime. In re-
cent years, the US has taken or backed actions in
Colombia, Nicaragua, Panama, Sudan and Turkey,
to name a few, that meet official US definitions of
“terrorism” — that is, when Americans apply the
term to enemies.

In the most sober establishment journal, For-
eign Affairs, Samuel Huntington wrote in 1999:
“While the US regularly denounces various coun-
tries as ‘rogue states,’ in the eyes of many coun-
tries it is becoming the rogue superpower ... the
single greatest external threat to their societies.”

Such perceptions are not changed by the fact
that, on September 11, for the first time, a western
country was subjected on home soil to a horren-
dous terrorist attack of a kind all too familiar to
victims of western power. The attack goes far be-
yond what’s sometimes called the “retail terror” of
the IRA, FLN or Red Brigades.

The September 11 terrorism elicited harsh con-

By NoaMm Cromsky HT [

demnation throughout the 'world and an outpour-
ing of sympathy for the innocent victims. But with
qualifications.

An international Gallup poll in late September
found little support for “a military attack” by the
US in Afghanistan. In Latin America, the region
with the most experience of US intervention, sup-
port ranged from 2 per cent in Mexico to 16 per cent
in Panama.

The current “campaign of hatred” in the Arab
world is, of course, also fuelled by US policies to-
ward Israel-Palestine and Iraq. The US has provid-
ed the crucial support for Israel’s harsh military
occupation, now in its 35th year.

One way for the US to lessen Israeli-Palestinian
tensions would be to stop refusing to join the long-
standing international consensus that calls for
recognition of the right of all states in the region
to live in peace and security, including a Palestin-
ian state in the currently occupied territories (per-
haps with minor and mutual border adjustments).

In Iraq, a decade of harsh sanctions under US George and Laura Bush at a wreath-laying ceremony to remember 9/I1. Thé P

pressure
strengthened Sad
dam Hussein while
leading to the death
of hundreds
thousands of Iragis.
Washington’s pres-
ent justifications to
attack Iraq have far
less credibility than
when President
Bush Sr was wel-
coming Saddam as
an ally and a trading
partner after he had
committed his worst
brutalities — as in
Halabja, where Iraq
| attacked Kurds with
poison gas in 1988.
At the time, the
murderer Saddam
was more dangerous
than he is today.

As for a US attack
against Iraq, no one,
including Donald
Rumsfeld, can realistically guess the possible costs
and consequences. Radical Islamist extremists
surely hope that an attack on Iraq will kill many
people and destroy much of the country, providing
recruits for terrorist actions. Threats are every-
where. The prescription for endless war poses a far
greater danger to Americans than perceived ene-
mies do, for reasons the terrorist organisations un-
derstand very well.

Twenty years ago, the former head of Israeli
military intelligence, Yehoshaphat Harkabi, also a
leading Arabist, made a point that still holds true.
“To offer an honourable solution to the Palestini-
ans respecting their right to self-determination:
that is the solution of the problem of terrorism,”
he said. “When the swamp disappears, there will
be no more mosquitoes.”

At the time, Israel enjoyed the virtual immunity
from retaliation within the occupied territories
that lasted until very recently. But Harkabi’s warn-
ing was apt, and the lesson applies more generally.

Well before September 11 it was understood that
with modern technology, the rich and powerful
will lose their near monopoly of the means of vio-
lence and can expect to suffer atrocities on home
soil.

If we insist on creating more swamps, there will
be more mosquitoes, with awesome capacity for de-
struction. If we devote our resources to draining
the swamps, addressing the roots of the “cam-
paigns of hatred”, we can not only reduce the
threats we face but also live up to ideals that we
profess and that are not beyond reach if we choose
to take them seriously.

The Guardian

THE SEPTEMBER 11 attacks moved Ameri-
cans to grief and horror — and moved the
US to war. They revealed the cruelty of our
enemies, clarified grave threats to our coun-
try and demonstrated the character and de-
cency of our people. At a moment of great
testing, the spirit of men and women in New
York City, at the Pentagon and aboard Flight
93 became the spirit of our country.

The terrible illumination of these events
has also brought new clarity to America’s
role in the world. In great tragedy, we have
also seen great opportunities. We must have
the wisdom and courage to seize these op-
portunities.

America’s greatest opportunity is to cre-
ate a balance of world power that favours hu-
man freedom. We will use our position to
build an atmosphere of international order
and openness in which progress and liberty
can flourish. A peaceful world of growing
freedom serves American long-term inter-
ests, reflects enduring American ideals and
unites America’s allies. We defend this peace
by opposing and prevnntmg violence by ter-
rorists and outlaw regimes. We preserve this
peace by building good relations among the
world’s great powers and we extend this
peace by encouraging free and open societies
on every continent. ‘

The defence of peace is a difficult struggle
of uncertain duration. America, along with
our allies, is relentlessly pursuing terrorist
networks in every part of the world to dis-
rupt their planning, training and financing.
With our allies, we must also confront the
growing threat of regimes that support ter-
ror, seek chemical, biological and nuclear
weapons, and build ballistic missiles. On
this issue, the consequences of inaction
could be catastrophic. We must deny terror-
ists and their allies the destructive means to
match their hatred.

At the same time, we have the best oppor-
tunity in generations to build a world where
great powers cooperate in peace instead of
continually prepare for war. The 20th centu-
ry, in particular, was dominated by a series
of destructive national rivalries that left bat-
tlefields and graveyards across the earth.
Competition between great nations is in-

By GEORGE W BusH

evitable, but armed conflict in our world is
not. September 11 revealed more clearly than
ever that the world’s great powers stand on
the same side of a divide — united by com-
mon dangers of terrorist violence and chaos,
and moving toward common values.

The US, Japan and our Pacific friends, our
NATO allies and now all of Europe share a
deep commitment to human freedom. Russia
is now a nation in hopeful transition, a coun-
try reaching for a better future based on
democracy and the free market and an im-
portant partner in the war on terror. Chinese
leaders are discovering that economic free-
dom is the only source of national wealth.

Common interests and values among the
great powers are also the basis for promoting
peace and security around the globe. In the
past, great-power rivals took sides in diffi-
cult regional problems, making divisions
deeper and solutions more complicated and
elusive. Todhy, from West Asia to South Asia,
we are gathering broad international coali-
tions to increase the pressure for peace.

More than ever, we know that weak states,
like Afghanistan, can pose a great danger to
the peace of the world. Poverty does not
transform poor people into terrorists and
murderers. Yet poverty, corruption and re-
pression are a toxic combination in many so-
cieties, leading to weak governments that
are unable to enforce order or patrol their
borders and are vulnerable to terrorist net-
works-and drug cartels.

America is confronting global poverty.
Free trade and free markets have proved
their ability to lift whole societies out of
poverty — so the US is working with the en-
tire global trading community to build a
world that trades in freedom and therefore
grows in prosperity. Through the Millenni-
um Challenge Account, the US will deliver
greater development assistance to poor na-
tions that govern justly, invest in their peo-
ple and encourage economic freedom.

America will also take the side of brave
men and women who advocate human rights
and democratic values, from Africa to Latin
America, Asia and the Islamic world. In our
diplomatic efforts, development aid, inter-
national broadcasting and educational assis-

eSident has vowed that a balanced world will emerge from the ashes

S(ecurlng freedom’s trlumph
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tance, the US will promote moderation, tol-
erance and the nonnegotiable demands of
human dignity — the rule of law, limits on
the power of the state, and respect for
women, private property, free speech and
equal justice.

Terrorism has not only challenged the
world, ithas clarified some fundamental val-
ues. Every nation now faces a choice be-
tween lawful change and chaotic violence;
between joyless conformity and an open, cre-
ative society; and between the celebration of
death in suicide and murder and the defense
of life and its dignity.

Many governments are being forced to re-
examine their own tolerance for fanaticism
and their sponsorship of hateful propagan-
da. Even free nations have been forced to re-
examine the nature of their commitment to
freedom — to determine if this commitment
is a reflection of convention and culture or
the universal demand of conscience and
morality.

America’s people and its government are
responding decisively to the challenges of
our changed world. We are committed to de-
fending our society against current and
emerging threats. And we are determined to
stand for the values that gave our nation its
birth. We believe that freedom and respect
for human rights are owed to every human
being, in every culture. We believe that the
deliberate murder of innocent civilians and
the oppression of women are everywhere
and always wrong. And we refuse to ignore
or appease the aggression and brutality of
evil men.

Throughout history, freedom has been
threatened by war and terror; it has been
challenged by the clashing wills of powerful
states and the designs of tyrants; and it has
been tested by widespread poverty and dis-
ease. What has changed since Sept. 11 is our
nation’s appreciation of the urgency of
these issues — and the new opportunities we
have for progress. Today, humanity holds in
its hands the opportunity to further free-
dom’s triumph over all its age-old foes. The
US welcomes its responsibility to lead in this
great mission.

The New York Times
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- 9/11 suspe

AFP & THE TIMES, LONDON

KARACHI/WASHINGTON,
Sept. 14. — Top Al-Qaida terro-
rist Khalid Sheikh Mohammed,
one of the masterminds of the
11 September attacks, was re-
portedly among nine suspects
arrested during raids in Kara-
chi on Thursday.

This followed the arrest of
Ramzi bin al-Shaiba, suspected
to be his aide and prime suspect
in the strikes, on Wednesday af-
ter a three-hour shoot-out at a
Karachi apartment.

Western Intelligence agencies
are probing reports of the arrest
of Khalid, who had a £ 16 mil-
lion bounty on his head.

If confirmed, the arrest will be
the biggest breakthrough yet in
the hunt for Osama bin Laden.
Khalid, one of Bin Laden’s clos-
est aides, had boasted in an in-
terview to Al-Jazeera last week
how he had planned the details
. of the 11 September attacks and
how he had briefed Md Atta,
who is suspected of planning to
be the 20th hijacker in last yea-
r's attacks.

TERROR ALERT

WASHINGTON, Sept. 14. —
| President George Bush exten-
! ded by one year the “basic ter-
| ror alert” imposed three days
i after the 11 September
| strikes, citing the continuing
| threat of a terrorist attack.
White House press secretary
Mr Ari Fleischer said the di-
rective gives the departments
of defence and transportation
expanded authority to deal
with the threat of terrorism,
particularly the ability to call

cts h

A
\

Lreserves to active duty. — AP

As the head of Al-Qaida’s mili-
tary committee, he is believed to
have planned the attack on the
USS Cole in Aden in October
2000, and is high on the FBI's
most wanted list. Khalid is per-
haps one of a handful of people
who know where Bin Laden is.

By the early 1990s, he was
plotting large-scale terrorist at-
tacks with Ramzi Yousuf, his
nephew. Yousuf, who was arres-
ted in Islamabad and extradited

to the USA in 1995, was in-
dicted in a bomb attack on the
World Trade Centre in the early
1990s. US investigators said
they had evidence linking Khal-
id to an attack on a synagogue
in Tunis this April.

Pakistani security forces and
the FBI arrested Al-Shaiba and
other Al-Qaida operatives after
tracing satellite phone calls, of-
ficials and sources said today.
Pakistan’s interior minister Mr
Moinuddin Haider said: “They
are not with the police but our
Intelligence agencies are inter-
rogating them.” Officials in
Washington had said earlier
that Al-Shaiba was in US custo-
dy at an undisclosed location.

Al-Shaiba is a former room-

mate of Md Atta.
US consulate attack trial: A
Pakistani court today adjourned
the trial of three Islamic mili-
tants charged over June’s car-
bomb attack outside the US
consulate in Karachi which kil-
led 12 persons.

It was the fifth adjournment
since 28 August due to security
reasons.

GAME’S UP: Pakistani policemen take away one of the
suspected militants in Karachi on Saturday. - AFP

!

AGE OF LEARNING: A girl waits with her mother |
for admission to a school in Kabul. — AFP

NEW DELHI, Sept. 14. — The
arrest in Pakistan of two Al Qaida
suspects and the killing of two more
in Karachi merely proves, according
to Indian officials, how Pakistan
has become the new hub of the ter-
rorist group’s activities.

There is an increasing body of evi-
dence to suggest that after being
ousted from Afghanistan, the top
leadership of the al-Qaida has now
regrouped inside Pakistan, senior
officials said here.

Despite denials by Islamabad,
Pakistan is emerging as a “new cen-
tre” for development of chemical
and nuclear weapons for various
terrorist outfits, raising concerns in
the international community (read
United States) on the need to focus
critical scrutiny on that country to
curb the menace.

One of the reasons General Forvez

Musharraf, has received what was
termed a ‘lukewarm’ welcome,
although a ‘stalwart ally’ in the war
against terrorism, was because of the
mounting evidence of the al-Qaida’s
pervasive presence in Pakistan.
Wednesday’s shootout in a
Karachi building led to the killing
of two militants and the arrest of
five others, of whom four were
Arabs and one a Pakistani, reports
said. These men were involved in
arranging the safe exit of al-Qaida
activists trapped within Pakistan.
Bearing out these claims, Italian
police, working with US naval intel-
ligence, on Thursday arrested 15
men they said were Pakistani mem-
bers of the al-Qaida network, infil-
trating into Europe through Sicily.
Stacks of documents and comput-
er records found with the men were
heing scrutinised by authorities to
vnderstand their modus operandi
and trace their Pakistani and for-
eign contacts. Their contacts with

Saud Memon, a Pakistani financier

of al-Qaida (recently arrested) were:

also being investigated.

Accordmg_ to reports, officials said,
the al-Qaida is currently using
Pakistan as a trangit base.
Interna_.tional drug and human
smuggling cartels are trying to shut-
tle Taliban and al-Qaida renegades
to destinations around the world,

Other reports suggest that al
Qaida’s nuclear programme in
Pakistan was only “half way to the
point of acquiring a workable
device, before the collapse of the
Taliban brought it to a halt. The
project probably still survives along
with the most active of the organi-
satwn’g assets and personnel,” a
report in the Hong Kong-based Asia
Times web newspaper said.

A series of recent arrests of mem-

bers of the outlawed Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi in Karachi “revealed a °
makeshift chemical laboratory th}/{

contained several toxins,”

—

§

Pak Al-Qaida hub: Delhi

NILOVA ROY CHAUDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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Press Tmst of India
A, 51"
{F LHI, Sept. 13.
— Pakitan, where a large
number of Al-Qaida ope-
ratives have been hiding
since the US-led offensive
against Afghanistan, was
becoming a “centre” for
development of chemical
and nuclear weapons for
terrorist outfits, accor-
ding to media reports.

“It is believed Al-Qaida’s
nuclear programme in
Pakistan was  almost
complete when the eollapse

- of the Taliban brought it to
a halt. The project probably
survives with the group’s
assets,” a report in the
Hong Kong-based Asia
Times online news said.

“Pakistan would serve as
a new. centre for the
development of chemical...
weapons,” it said, adding
that Pakistani authorities
were aware that “Al-Qaida
was acquiring weapons of
mass destruction”.
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“Bush tells Pak to stop terrorism

7., {q
Press Trust of India 17\ E;\\

NEW YORK, Sept. 13. — Presi-
dent Mr George Bush has told Gen.
Musharraf in categorical terms to
put an end to incursion of militants
into J&K to help resume the Indo-
Pak dialogue, US officials said today.
During a half-hour meeting bet-
ween the two leaders yesterday, Mr
Bush also conveyed to Gen. Mus-
harraf that democracy was the key
to Pakistan's future, the official said.

The meeting took place shortly
after Prime Minister Mr Vajpayee
had met Mr Bush, who assured In-
dia thut US would use its leverage

\

wwith Pakistan to curb terror in J&K.

\It also came in the backdrop of
the general’s vitriolic attack on In-
_dia in his UN General Assembly
address yesterday.

“He (Bush) does look forward to
some resolution of the underlined
problems in Kashmir,” the. US
officials told reporters, adding the
President was “telling both sides™.

Mr Bush “pushed the Pakistanis
hard” to end violence across the
LoC and said doing so was “basi-
cally the precursor” to progress on
resulving underlying disputes, the
official said. Mr Bush also stressed
that Washington. hoped to defuse
tensions over the Kashmir issue.

In another development, Pak-
istan’s ambassador to the US Mr
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi vaid Washing-
ton has approved $700m as charges
for services provided by Pakistan
in the campaign against terror.

Bush told to skip Pak trip
The US Secret Service has told Mr
Bush that if he wants to visit South
Asia next year he should make it
only to India and not Pakistan
because of terrorist threats, the
India Abroad reported. An official
said: “Mr Bush is unlikely to visit
India soon — and maybe not at all
~—and all because of Pakistan.”

More reports on pages 3, 5
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Cairo, Sept. 2 (Reuters): The
right-hand man of suspected
September 11 mastermingd Osa-
| ma bin Laden has been invited to
take part in a Cairo conference
this weekend on the future of Is-
lamic movements — by tele-
phone or the Internet.

Islamist lawyer Montasser al-
Zayat said he issued an invita-
tion this week on Islamic web-
sites to top bin Laden aide
Ayman al-Zawahri to join in yes-
terday’s seminar in a Cairo
hotel. The US says bin Laden’s al
Qaida was behind last year’s at-
tacks on New York and Washing-
ton which killed around 3,000
people.

Zawahri, an Egyptian former
surgeon, made an anti-US pact
with bin Laden in Afghanistan
in 1998. Their whereabouts re-
main unknown after a US mili-
tary campaign destroyed al
Qaida’s operations in Afgha-

. nistan. Zawahri’s family has
said he lost his wife and three
children in the US campaign. Re-
ports have said the two men are

/" Zawahri invi
Cairo meet,

Ayman al-Zawahri

together and planning new at-
tacks on the US.

“He should take part by any
means. We said he could send a
message by the Net — the tele-
phone could be difficult,” said
Zayat, a former acquaintance of
Zawahri.

Zawahri is the founder of the
Jihad group which, alongside
the militant group al-Gamaa al-
Islamiya, fought a 1992-7 cam-
paign to topple the goverrment

tEd\fO(,q

( U\".Aw

via

Net™\

of President Hosni Mubarak.
Zayat was considered an unoffi-
cial Gamaa spokesman from
1990-94.

“We told him (Zawahri) he
should speak. He should write
his reasons, his view on Septem-
ber 11 and the way out of the cri-
sis the Islamist movement is now
in,” said Zayat, who condemns
violence and says militants sho-
uld make peace with the state.

“Do we stay with the same
methods, do we only shout and
curse the US? Is that the only
thing that will realise our objec-

tives?” Zayat said, adding he had !

little doubt al Qaida was behind

the September 11 attacks.

“We don’t want just to criti-
cise. We want an objective evalu-
ation of the way out. I hope there
will be a response (from Za-
wahri),” he said.

Zayat said the seminar would
be attended by writers and politi-
cians covering the whole gamut
of Islamic politics, including Za-
wahri’s uncle Mahfouz Azzam,
an Islamist lawyer.
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| today in the southern city of

Al Qalda

AAMIRASHRAF
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Karachi, Sept. 11 (Reuters).
Pakistani police said they had
killed two suspected al Qaida
members and arrested five oth-
ers after a three-hour shootout

Karachi in which a young girl
was shot dead in the crossfire.

A police source said the men
were thought to be members of
Osama bin Laden’s al Qaida net-
work, although provincial police
chief Syed Kamal Shah declined
to comment, describing the men
only as “not ordinary crimi-
nals”.

Police in Karachi had intensi-
fied land and aerial patrols today
to head off possible attacks on
the first anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks on the US
which Washington has blamed
on al Qaida.

Security and intelligence
agents raided a three-storey
building in an upmarket district
of Karachi this morning and ar-
rested two men, but had to call in
police support after other people
in the building threw a hand-

and we have arrested a total of
five criminals,” Shah said. “We
have also found the body of a
grenade at them. four-year-old girl in that apart-
wThere was a shootout which ~ ment. She was also hit by a bul-
lasted over three hours in which  let.”
six policemen were injured, one
of them seriously,” Shah told re-
porters at the scene.

Witnesses said police had
fired teargas and thousands of
rounds at the building before the
gunmen, armed with Kalash-
nikovs, grenades and subma-
chine guns, finally surrendered.

“Two criminals were killed

Another detective sald the
girl and her mother lived in an-
other apartment in the same
building, which was newly built
and largely unoccupied. The
mother was unhurt, he said.

One of the men shouted
“Allah-u-Akbar (God is greatest)
as he was led away under arrest,
while another was speaking Ara-

A plalnclothes policeman arrests a militant during an
encounter in Karachi on Wednesday. (AFP)

bic, witnesses said. The Kalma,
the Muslim declaration of faith,
was written in blood on the wall
of the apartment’s kitchen, a po-
licemen said.

Police, who had been sta-
tioned on the roofs of surround-
ing buildings, inside apartments
and on the roads, fired in the air
in celebration as the men were
led away, most of the suspects
bearded and blindfolded.

Shah refused to say who the
men were.

“They are not ordinary crim-
inals,” he said. “I cannot say who

in Karachl shootout

they are or why they were there.
Investigations will prove who
they are.”

The police source said they
had recovered a laptop, some
CDs and several thick books
from the apartment.

A man living in the building
opposite said the young men had
been living there for some time,
but had been away for about a
month before returning last
night.

“We used to see them playing
cards,” he said. “We don’t know
their nationalities but some of
them appeared to be foreigners.”

At least 2,000 policemen have
been deployed around diplomat-
ic missions and residences, luxu-
ry hotels and offices of foreign
companies in Karachi, where
three attacks on Western targets
in recent months have killed
dozens of people.

In Islamabad, diplomats were
taking few chances. Botk the
American and British embassies
were closed to the public as a-pre-
caution, although officials said
they were not aware of any spe
cific threats.

Police said they had recov-
ered three grenades in Islam-
abad vesterday that could possi-
bly have been used for attacks on
September 11.

Pakistan has seen a rise inTs-
lamic militancy since President
Pervez Musharraf abandoned
support for the Taliban rulers in
neighbouring Afghanistan in
the wake of the September11 at-
tacks and threw his weight be-

hind the US-led war on ten;or./
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\W By Siddharth Varadarajan

Here’s a sikaple quiz to mark the anniversary
of 9/11. (4 Who is threatening to use
aeroplanes to attack civilians and civilian
installations like water treatment plants and
power stations? (b) Who is refusing to rule
out using nuclear weapons in his ‘holy war’?
(c) Who is using television for a messianic
propaganda campaign justifying this plan-
ned terrorism? (d) Who is saying his fatwas
count for more than international law?

The correct answer to all these questions
is not Osama bin Laden but George W Bush
and the US administration.

One year after terrorists killed more than
3,000 innocent people in New York and Wash-
ington, the world is waiting nervously not for
another murderous strike by Al-Qaida but
for the bombs the US plans to drop on the
equally innocent people of Iraq.

Regardless of the scripted dissension
within, the Bush administration’s drive to
open the Iraqi front in what is wrongly called
the ‘War on Terrorism’ has crossed the point
of noreturn. Massive US-UK air attacks have
already taken place at al-Nukhaib, al-Bagh-
dadi and the ‘H-3’ air defences in western
Iraq. The war is already on.

. Say No To Bush -

V' o The World Must Stand By lraq

cooperation in only five of these.

The truth is the US has never been
interested in an objective, UN-run disarma-
ment programme for Iraq. Washington
deliberately pushed the limits of Iraqgi
tolerance by using Unscom inspections for
espionage. Rolf Ekeus, a former head of
Unscom, told Swedish Radio in July 2002 that
at times, intrusive inspections were deliber-
ately used by the US to create a crisis that
could possibly form the basis for military
action. Scott Ritter — a US marine who was
part of Unscom and later admitted the CIA
used him to spy against Iraq — has written
that Iraq no longer has chemical and
biological weapons programmes. “In all of
their inspections, the (Unscom) monitors
could find no meaningful evidence of Iraqi
circumvention of its commitment not to re-
constitute its biological weapons program”,
he wrote in Arms Control Today in June 2000.

Eleven years after Iraq was evicted from
Kuwait, the country is subject to the tightest
regime of economic sanctions ever imposed
on any country. Despite the so-called ‘smart
sanctions’ introduced by UNSC resolution
1409 in May this year, Irag’s capacity to pro-
vide clean drinking water, electricity and

sanitation is hampered by

And if you don't believe

US objections to machin-

the nukes threat, consider IN BRIEF ery imports. If food im-
the August 27 lnteerew ....................................................... por,ts and the publlC dlstrl_
given by the ranking US © The world must resist the bution system are disrupt-
official on ‘arms control’, US drive to attack Iraq ed by a full-scale US attack,

John Bolton, to Fuji-TV.
Question: Is it possible that
nuclear weapons will be
used against Iraq? Bolton:

©® UN weapons inspections
must be accompanied by
the lifting of sanctions

there will be a massive

food shortage in Iraq.
Every UN resolution

mandating Iraqi compli-

Since there’s no decision
on the use of military force, there’s no deci-
sion on exactly how it would be carried out.”

Washington says the ‘crisis’ has been
provoked by Saddam Hussein’s failure to
allow UN inspectors to certify Iraq has rid
itself of all proscribed weapons. ‘News’ is
leaked to scare the world into believing Iraq
has nuclear arms. At the same time, Mr Bush
openly talks about ‘regime change’ as if it
were the God-given right of the US to decide
how the Iraqi people are to be governed.

Even on the weapons issue, the dishonesty
of the US stand is self-evident. UN Security
Council (UNSC) resolution 687 mandates
Iraqi disarmament, and for more than six
years the UN Special Commission (Unscom)
and the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) visited suspected weapons
sites in Iraq to ensure compliance. On April
13, 1998, the IAEA certified that Iraq had
compiled a “full, final and complete” account
of its previous nuclear projects and that
there was no evidence of any prohibited
activity. In December 1998, Unscom volun-
tarily pulled out of Iraq on the eve of the
US attack codenamed ‘Operation Desert
Fox’. In its last month of inspections,
according to Unscom head Richard Butler,
the commission carried out as many as
427 inspections and reported Iragi non-
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ance with disarmament
also explicitly states that Iraq’s sovereignty
has to be respected. The US flouted these
resolutions to establish illegal ‘no-fly zones’
over Iraqi airspace and has bombed the
country hundreds of times in the past dec-
ade. In March this year, Iraq submitted a list
of 19 questions to UN secretary-general Kofi
Annan. Among these were (i) Can the UN
guarantee the elimination of the two no-fly
zones? (ii) How do you explain the stance of a
permanent member of the Security Council
which openly calls for the invasion of Iraq?
Baghdad has yet to receive an answer.

The world has a right to demand that Iraq
comply with its disarmament obligations but
it must not legitimise US contempt for inter-
national law. Iraq has said it will allow UN
weapons inspectors back provided they do
not indulge in espionage and work according
to a time-bound plan, and also provided there
is synchronicity between the degree of Iraqi
compliance and the phased elimination of
sanctions. This is a reasonable proposal. The
US, for its own domestic economic and
political reasons, wants to press-gang the
world into war. The UN must not allow its
mandate of ensuring peace and security to
be subverted by Washington. Under no cir-
cumstances must it be pushed into providing .
a ‘multilateral’ cover for US aggression.

— 7
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OURSPECIAL 7 \ ¥ anbut in other cities of Pakist-
CORRESPONDENT an, and the way to fight them will

New Delhi, Sept. 10: An Al Jaz-
eera journalist has claimed that
al Qaida has established a formi-
dable network in Karachi where
top aides of Osama bin Laden
have been hiding since the Tal-
iban regime was thrown out of
power from Kabul by the US-ini-
tiated armed action last year.

The report, which was front-
paged in the Pakistani newspa-
per, Dawn, quoted Yosri Fouda of
the Al Jazeera TV channel in
London as saying he was given
interviews by two top aides of
Osama in Karachi recently as
the al Qaida wanted to deliver a
message to the world on the first
anniversary of September 11 ter-
rorist attacks in the US.

The report vindicates India’s
charge that important members
of the al Qaida are hiding in Pak-
istan and pose a serious threat to
the joint operation launched by
the US and the Pervez Mushar-
raf regime against global terror.

Doubts have been raised in
the US over Musharraf’s inten-
tion and ability to fight the al
QRaida and other terrorist groups
based on its soil.

There are indications that
the presence of al Qaida leaders,
not only in the tribal areas bor-

. dering Pakistan and Afghanist-

THE TELEGRAPK

be on the agenda when the Pak-
istan President and his US coun-
terpart George W. Bush meet in
New York later this week.

The Pakistani foreign office,
however, brushed the report asi-
de, calling it “totally speculative”.

On fixing a timeframe for the

crackdown on the al Qaida in '

Pakistan, the spokesman of the
foreign office pointed out that Is-
lamabad has to remain vigilant.
“It cannot allow any terrorist ac-
tivity on or from its soil,” the
spokesman said.

Fouda has said he met Khalid
Shaikh and Ramzi Bimalshibh
— top leaders of the al Qaida’s
military wing and two of the mo-
st wanted men in the FBI's list.

In their interview, the duo de-
scribed in detail how the al Qai-
da had carried out the strikes on
what they called a “Holy Tuesd-
ay” known to the rest of the wor-
1d as “Terror Tuesday” — when
they attacked the World Trade
Center in New York and the Pen-
tagon in Washington a year ago.

There are signs that the US
officials who want to have “con-
clusive talks” with Pakistani of-
ficials on al Qaida and Taliban
fighters hiding in areas border-
ing Afghanistan hoped Islamab-
ad would be able to “weed out”

the fugitives believed to be there.
A
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“The ides of Septemb\ér

~ Awar pn all forms of terrorist violence can be
5 o/ bthe only memorial to its victims ‘\\\G\

I_A?OKING back at the tragic at-
' cks on the financial-economic
" centre and the military headquarters
% of the world’s only super power last
September 11, itis clear that the can-
I zoer of terrorism that draws its
A 4 strength from extremist religious
%ideologies is going to take a long
* time to eradicate. The growth of this
- phenomenon can be traced to the
< early seventies, when there was a re-
= vival and resurgence of religious
» movements, worldwide. The rise of
« Islamism had transformed itself by
the 1980s into Mujahideen violence
v‘ when the US reacted to Soviet inter-
;;'ventlon in Afghanistan by support-
% Ing a covert war in the name of reli-
& glon Pakistan, which had been
moving toward intensified Islamisa-
‘tion under General Zia-ul-Hagq,
partly to legitimise his martial law
rule, crafted its own agenda by be-
coming a ‘frontline state’ in that war,
The belief that the Mujahideen had
- defeated the super power which also
" led to its collapse gave tremendous
-impetus to the ideology of exporting

- violence in the name of religion.
.Unchecked by any coordinated
“international response, the region
" quickly transformed itself into the
" epicentre of global terrorism by the
1990s, when Pakistan was able to re-
place the Mujahideen rulers of
* Afghanistan by the Taliban with its
parrow and fundamentalist world
~ piew. The economies of both nations
also got derailed through gross mis-
management, creating a sharprise in
the levels of poverty and illiteracy.

The socio-economic neglect of the
weaker sections of socigty added to
the growth of a sense of relative de-
privation in many countries. Mad-
rassas started to become the main
source of education and also of ex-
tremism. The choice facing the youth
in Pakistan was jobs or jehad; and
since few job opportunities were
available in a grossly mismanaged
country, many opted for jehad.
After Afghanistan, the greatest
impact of 9/11 has been on Pakistan,
transforming it from a pariah state toa
partnier in the war against terrorism.
General Pervez Musharraf has subse-
quently promised that no terrorist
violence will be undertaken from
Pakistani soil. But his attempts at re-
forming the economy and the educa-
tion system have not brought dis-
cernible results so far. His own
credibility has suffered seriously in the
process of the political changes seek-
ing to legitimise the army rule in the
country. It is not clear at this stage
whether Pakistan will emerge credi-

bly, or get sucked into the earlier |

downward spiral with disastrous con-
sequences for the region. But it also
needs to be remembered that the gro-
wth of jehadi terrorism took more

than a quarter century. It would be !
unrealistic to expect it to go away |

within a short time. The war against
terrorism  involves changing the
mindsets of awhole generation. A su-
stained international coalition against
all forms of terrorist violence would
remain the only true memorial to the
victims of transnational terrorism. /
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The aftershocks 0f9/11

;Aﬁerrorists regroup outside the blinkered vision of the superpower, India could find itself becoming

-

DA

HE spectacular brutality of 9/11

appeared to have shattered a

number of myths in contempo-

rary thinking. The belief that se-
curity was all a matter of building larger,
and more destructive, arsenals was chal-
lenged by the civilian aircraft that crashed
into the Pentagon. The belief that war is
only conducted between nation states
was destroyed by a Saudi exile and his
multinational group of terrorists. The ex-
pectation that wars lead to unity within
countries and divisions between them,
proved to be misplaced when Americans
became suspicious of other Americans of
different races. The rather quaint faith
that globalisation unifies the world into a
global village was challenged by the use of
global financial, information and other
networks to attack the very heart of
American capitalism. And yet, a year lat-
er, many of these false beliefs continue to
dominate the thinking of the policy mak-
ers who matter.

The faith in military power over all oth-
erinstruments of combating terrorism re-
mains unshaken. Over the last year
whenever a choice has emerged between
avoiding killing innocents and the use of
military power in targeting suspected ter-
rorist hideouts, the use of military force
has won every time. That the killing of in-
nocents creates more suicide bombers has
been ignored as much in Afghanistan as
in Israel. Again, the distinction that was
first made between the war against terror-
ism and the war against nation states has
rapidly faded. The war against terrorism
has been converted into a war against
specificstates. This may have been under-
standable in Afghanistan where the Tal-
iban actively, and openly, supported the al
Qaeda. But this faith has now taken para-
doxical dimensions. The consensus even
in the United States is that a major section
of the al Qaeda, perhaps even bin Laden
himself, is in Pakistan. But the next mili-
tary target for the US is Iraq.

The insistence on looking at a global
crisis through national blinkers is perhaps
most evident in the approach of the sole

o §

the next target of these groups, warns Narendar Pani

superpower to global institutions. Soon
after 9/11 there was some recognition of
the need to strengthen global economic
institutions to create widely accepted
global economic norms. This was expect-
ed to, over time, reduce the economic
space available to terrorists. This thinking
provided the momentum for the launch
of the Doha Development Round of trade
negotiations within the WTO. But within
a matter of months the US developed
strong protectionist tendencies. And in
the political sphere, the tendency to ig-
nore the United Nations often borders on
contempt. President Bush has left little
room for doubt that itis he and not the UN
that will decide if and when Iraq is to be
attacked.

The unwillingness of the US to learn
the lessons brought out with such brutal
clarity by 9711 is not a matter of a minor
intetlectual failure. The lessons 0f9/11 all
point to the weakness of each of the major
instruments of American power. Ameri-
can military power has been challenged
by civilian aircraft. Its economic system
has been used to finance terrorist activi-
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ties. Its melting pot culture, thatallowed it
to attract the best minds in the world, is
now being threatened by a suspicion of
some races. For the US to learn these les-
sons of 9/11 it would have to accept that
even superpowers have their limitations.
And that is one reality America’s leader-
ship, and perhaps even its people, are un-
willing to accept.

HE main beneficiaries of this blink-
ered view are of course the terrorists.
Bin Laden, if he is still alive, and his fol-
lowers can rebuild the terrorist network
from their hideouts in Pakistan, while the
US keeps world attention on Iraq. Despite
American efforts, another Gulf war could
easily result in higher oil prices. This
would help the coffers of at least some of
the financiers of al Qaeda and similar or-
ganisations. And the killing of Iraqi civil-
ians — an inevitable consequence of war
— will provide a fresh batch of recruits to
those seeking young suicide bombers.
As terrorists regroup outside the blink-
ered vision of the superpower, India could
find itself becoming the next target of

- SEY 103

r
\\\L
these groups. When regtouping in Pak-
istan, terrorists will use an aggressive anti-
India posture to gain local support. If they
succeed in gaining popular support, Pres-
ident Musharraf will find it difficult to stop
them from moving into Kashmir, even if
he wants to. And as the pressure on Pres-
ident Musharraf increases from within
Pakistan, America’s focus on national
governments may cormnpel it to support to
itsally in Islamabad, rather than help curb
cross-border terrorism.

At the same time, American insistence
on undermining the United Nations
would force it to seek allies by offering
economic concessions. And the easiest
concessions to offer are those that come at
the cost of other countries. The foremost
among such concessions is duty free ac-
cess to products of selected countries.
Such access gives the products of the
countries that are being wooed an advan-
tage at the cost of competing exporters to
the US market. The US could easily use
the Doha Development Round to build
allies through duty-free access, which will
be at the cost of countries like India.

The quality of India’s response to this
challenge will depend on its ability to tap
international opinion even when it goes
against the proclivities of the US. Tt should
be able to mobilise international opinion
against cross-border terrorism even when
it does not suit Washington. This would
involve strengthening the United Na-
tions, India should also be able to mobilise
international economic opinion against
the offer of trade concessions to chosen
countries, which goes against the Most
Favoured Nation (MEN) principle of the
WTO. But India’s commitment to global
institutions has not been particularly en-
couraging. It is, arguably, the most vocal
opponent of providing the WTO a more
prominent role.

As the world pays the price for the be-
liefs of the terrorists and the belief of the
sole superpower in its own invindbility,
India too has not shown the vision that is
needed to deal with the aftershocks of

September 11. /
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- From Hiroshima to 9 /11

EW ANNIVERSARIES are
as bleak as the one recalling
the attacks on US targets
on September 11 last year by
Islamic fundamentalists. Even the
word, anniversary, with its usual con-
notation of a happy occasion, seems
inappropriate while referring to the
suicide missions of demented terror-
ists. In recent times, only Hiroshima
Day, observed on August 6, remembers
an even more ghastly event. However,
the significance of Hiroshima Day lies
in telling the world about the horrors of
a nuclear war. But the only meaning
which September 11 carries is that of
unvarnished terror. Hiroshima ended a
war. The perpetrators of the September
11 massacres wanted to begin one.
What is frightening is that, inspired by
a perverted fascination with the
medieval concept of a holy war against
infidels, the terrorists represent
nihilism of a kind rarely seen before.
The US might be their immediate
target if only because it is the only
country capable of offering them
the most determined of challenges.
Besides, the US, with its ever-growing
influence in virtually all the fields of
human activity — economics, technolo-
gy. pop culture and even eating habits
— can arouse resentment solely

g ST RN

because of its overwhelming presence.
In reality, however, it is the entire
democratic world, with its focus on
individual liberty, which is the enemy
of the medievalists. Even the Muslim
countries, which they believe are
not Islamic enough according to
their distorted vision, do not escape
their wrath.

While remembering the massacres of
last year, therefore, it is necessary for
every country to rededicate themselves
to the cause of freedom so that no one
will be scared to board a plane or go to
office or the market or the children’s
playground. India has lived with ter-
rorism long enough to know that only
an untrammelled expression of the
popular will is the best antidote to ter-
ror. Unfortunately, the countries which
are the breeding grounds of disaffec-
tion — Afghanistan, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and other Islamic countries —
are virtual dictatorships. As long as
they remain so, it will not be easy to
eliminate the jehadis. Along with the
democratisation of the Islamic world,
a wider appreciation of the aspirations
of oppressed people like the
Palestinians will undermine their
resolve. In the end, however, it is the
spirit of freedom which is bound to
triumph over terror.
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Al-Qaida still de

Washington, September 10

A YEAR into the war on terror,
Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida net-
work appears weakened but still
capable of carrying out attacks,
say US Intelligence officials.

AL-QAIDA HAS been forced out
from its stronghold in Afgha-
nistan and the fate of its leader
is unknown, but al-Qaida’s oper-
atives are regrouping, recruit-
ing, changing their tactics and
planning more terror missions,
the officials say.

For the first time, al-Qaida
has begun recruiting Afghan
and West Asian women to dis-
tribute money and messages to
its operatives around the world
and offer other logistical help,
US law enforcement officials
say. The action breaks a long-
standing taboo by the group. In
its training manual, it had
urged male members not to use
women in “jihad business”.

Al-Qaida members from West
Asia and Asia are trying to hack
into American computers that
control water, electrical and
communication facilities, US
law enforcement officials say.
They believe the group is gath-
ering data for a future cyber-ter-
rorist attack.

In Britain, Germany and

W & W\

Osama bin Laden
The mastermind

ﬂsama owns responsmlIm) for Sept 11

AL-QAIDA FORMALLY claimed re-
§ sponsibility on Tuesday night for
the September 11 attacks on the US,
with a video showing some of the hi-
jackers making preparations in
Afghanistan. A male voice — appar-
ently that of Osama bin Laden —
praised the hijackers as “great
men”. “As we talk about the con-
quests of Washington and New
York,” the voice said, “we talk about
those men who changed the course
of history and cleaned the records of
the nation from the dirt of the trea-
sonous rulers and their followers”.

The Guardian

Spain, al-Qaida recruiters are
combing mosques for disen-
chanted Americans who might
be eager to become suicide
bombers, European officials say.
In Pakistan, al-Qaida opera-
tives, identifying themselves as
Saudi refugee workers, are
teaching anti-American doc-
trine at religious schools in
Karachi, Quetta and Peshawar
and are soliciting contributions
from shop owners for “the next
9/11”, Pakistani officials say.
“We are proving the kuffar (in-
fidels) in Washington wrong,”
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says Jamal Waheeb, 32, a Saudi
refugee official in Quetta who
Pakistani officials suspect is an
al-Qaida operative. “They said
al-Qaida would be finished. But
we are emerging stronger and
will hit America’s shopping
malls, stadiums and kinder-
gartens. This is our promise.”
That could be bluster. FBI
documents show there are only
200 hard-core al-Qalda opera-
tives still active in the group
worldwide, down from several
hundred before the attacks last
September. The attacks on the
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WTC and Pentagon failed to mo-
bilise other Muslim extremists
to attack the US in the “clash of
civilisations” bin Laden had
wanted. Still, just 19 hijackers
carried out the September 11 at-
tacks, and officials remain con-
cerned that small numbers can
cause huge damage.

The war on terror has not de-
stroyed al-Qaida but dispersed it
around the world, making it
harder for law enforcement offi-
cials to track the group's activi-
ties and capture its members.

Though the number of hard-
core fanatics appears to be in
the hundreds, officials fear that
up to 20,000 men who have at-
tended Osama’s training camps
since the 1990s are still potential
martyrs in his crusade.

One year into the US-led war
on terror, here is what al-Qaida
looks like, according to US Intel-
ligence:

B The group still operates ter-
ror cells in 65 countries, with
some of the largest cells in Pak-
istan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen.
M At least four al-Qaida cells are
operating in the US, possibly in
Atlanta, Chicago. Detroit. and
Seattle, FBI officials say.
# Mosques in nine US cities are
under surveillance by the FBI
for possible links to those cells.
USA Today



- .+ The after-effects

n one respect ‘at least, Osama bin
Laden must feel satisfied as he
surveys the world on the anni-
versary of his coup.

The damage he did in 90 minutes to
‘the world economy — the tens of thou-
sands of workers he has condemned to
unemployment, the once-mighty
companies he has driven into
bankruptcy, the trillions of dollars
worth of wealth he has expropriated
from the world’s pensioners and
investors - all of these consequences
of his destruction have far exceeded
the costs of any previous disaster,
whether act of man or of God.

When the history of the early 21st
century is eventually written, 11
September may turn out to be a
clearer watershed in global economics
than in diplomacy, American politics
or the future of the Atlantic alliance
and the Middle East.

11 September could turn out to be
the tragic coda of another long era of
rising prosperity, full employment and
over-optimism about the global
capitalist system. But first, the short-
term economic consequences. The
direct damage — the physical destruc-
tion, the bankruptcy of Swiss Air,
Sabena and US Airways, the trillions
of dollars wiped off the value of
personal savings and pension funds —
was enormous, But these costs pale
beside the indirect losses from the
slowdown of world economic growth
that came after the collapse of con-
sttmer and business confidence.

The scale of the short-term damage
can be gauged by the downgrading of
forecasts for this year’s economic
growth. The economic forecasts
surveyed just before 11 September by
Consensus Economics showed that the
world economy was expected to grow
by 1.5 per cent in 2001 and 2.5 per cent
in 2002. The growth rate for last year
was only 0.7 per cent and the forecast
for this is 1.7 per cent. The cumulative
difference between the two sets of
forecasts is 1.6 per cent of global GDP,
equivalent to $700 billion, or half the
annual output of the British economy.

It is impossible to disentangle the
effects of 11 September from the
accounting scandals on Wall Street,
the oil price rises that came after the
breakdown of the Camp David peace
process and the wider collapse of com-

puter, telecom and dot-com shares.

But what can be said with certainty is
that Al Qaida struck the world eco-
nomy and financial system at a vul-
nerable time. With stock markets suf-
fering from the after-effects of the mil-
lennium bubble and the US economy
struggling to escape recession, the ter-
rorists’ economic timing was as in-
spired as the stage management of
their atrocity.

While it may be impossible to
disentangle 11 September from the
other blows that have hit the world
economy in the past 12 months, we
can draw some conclusions about the
international impact of these shocks.
The most significant is that America
has not been the biggest loser from last
year’s economic upheavals. The main
casualty has been continental Europe.

That can be seen in the growth
forecasts mentioned above. Expected
growth in the eurozone has been
slashed from 2.4 per cent in August to
1.1 per cent today. By contrast,

The damage that the Al Qaida inflicted on
the world economy by its attacks on 11
September far exceeds the costs of any

previous disaster, whether natural or

manmade, writes ANATOLE KALETSKY

Hijaéked United Airlines Fluéﬁt 175 is shown in a flight path for the South ToWer of the

World Trade Center in New York on 11 September, 2001. - AP

American growth prospects have
deteriorated only slightly, from 2.7 per
cent just before the attacks to 2.4 per
cent now. Britain, as usual, falls
between America and Europe, with
growth forecasts downgraded from 2.6
to 1.7 per cent. The stock markets
have: also suffered bigger falls in
Europe than'inthe USAT -

The three reasons for Europe’s
vulnerability, and America’s relative
robustness, are clear enough, though
policy-makers in Frankfurt or Brussels
do not seem to understand them. First,
America has much more flexible

_economic arrangements than Europe.

American businesses cut their costs
quickly in response to deteriorating
conditions, as evidenced by the huge
and ruthless layoffs within days of 11
September, and are then freer to
expand when conditions stabilise.
Second, the fact that America is a
high-growth, full-employment econo-
my makes it inherently more stable
than Europe. Third, American econo-
mists believe that interest rates should
be used aggressively to sustain econo-

.mic growth and minimise unemploy-
‘ment, European policymakers take

the opposite approach.

The most important of the long-
term consequences is a matter of
psychology rather than statistics: a
steady downgrading of expectations
about the long-term growth rates that
the world economy and global finan-
cial markets can achieve. Estimates of
America’s trend rate of growth are
falling steadily, from almost four per
cent to three per cent or less. Europe’s
trend growth rate is now put by many
economists at only two per cent.

Small changes can make the
difference between prosperity and
stagnation, between full employment
and mass joblessness, between
swelling public coffers and fiscal crisis.

In Europe, the chilling political
effect of this year’s slowdown could set
back by years the prospects for
economic reform. The complacency
and incompetence of politicians and

-

central bankers has brought back to
Europe the nightmare of mass
unemployment. This, i turn, now
threatens to paralyse the conservative
politicians who have swept to power.

These new European governments
are now condemned to manage
economic and fiscal crises instead of
i i 5 and tax
reforms that voters had been
promised and that held out the
prospects of major improvements in
long-term economic performance.
The pressure from the European
Central Bank and the European
Commission for more deflationary
policies is making unemployment and
budget deficits worse. To blame the
terrorists directly for this sad prospect
would be to give them too much
credit. The ECB and the Commission
have done much fnore to damage the
European economy in the past 12
months than Al Qaida ever could.

But in the absence of the terrorist
attacks, Europe might by now have
been enjoying a strong cyclical
recovery. Turning to America, since 11
September, the Bush administration
has encouraged paranoia. Whether he
has whipped up this hysteria out of
genuing fear, or to retain his popula-
rity, to gain support for military spend-
ing or distract attention from regres-
sive tax cuts, is uncertain.

The war fever has damaged
confidence, discouraged investment
and contributed to the collapse of
share prices. That, in turn, has raised
the cost of capital, discouraged
investment and reduced prospects for
long-term productivity growth. The
US President’s sabre-rattling against
Iraq and the failure of his Middle East
policies are making matters worse.
That has sent oil prices soaring,
inflicting direct damage on the US and
world economies. His vacillation is
undermining international confidence
in US leadership. =~

It is no cofficidenice that the dollar
peaked-against the euro on the night
Mr Bush delivered hic encech an the

“axis of evil” and has been falling ever
since. The Bush administration has
also used the political cover from 11
September to damage the US
economy more directly. By showering
Republican industrial interests with
subsidies and protectionist favours, Mr
Bush has broken with a free market
philosophy of economic management
that has served America well.

By procrastinating in response to
the Wall Street accounting scandals,
he has undermined confidence in US
business practices. By frittering away
the budget surpluses he inherited from
Bill Clinton he has reduced the
government’s capacity to offer short-
term fiscal stimulus if required.

And by reneging on his promises
that the government would bear the
direct economic costs of 11 Sep-
tember, he has left most US airlines on
the verge of bankruptcy, crippled the
global insurance industry and
damaged the.local economy of New
York.

The loss of financial and business
confidence has led to a weakening of
investment and that in turn will imply
lower productivity growth. The long-
term tax cuts and hnge defence
programmes threaten an uncon-
trollable expansion of the budget
deficit that will become a burden on
the economy for decades.

The abandonment of free trade and
the refusal to deal promptly with Wall
Street’s accounting scandals have led
businessmen and investors everywhere
to start wondering whether the’
American economic model works, and
indeed whether the spetacular
economic statistics of the 1990s might
have been as fictitious as the profits of
Enron. Over time, such questions cor-
rode US self-confidence, undermine
financial markets, damage investment
and productivity, and threaten to set
off a vicious circle that could drag
America back into a 1970s-type period
of economic malaise.

It is not too late to reverse these
errors, to restore financial and
business confidence and return the
world economy to the prosperity, full
employment and rapid growth that
seemed on the cards before last year.
But these things will not happen of
their own accord.

They will not happen if the ECB
and the Bank of Japan balk at their
responsibility to sustain growth by
managing demand; if European
governments fail to deregulate their
economies and reintroduce free
labour contracts; if the Bush

administration wrecks US fiscal policy
with ideological tax cuts, protects and
subsidises inefficient industries to buy
votes and irresponsibly disrupts the
world economy by waging unnecessary
wars, and cripples US fiscal policy with
ideologically inspired tax handouts for
its rich supporters.

If the world’s leading governments
continue to behave like this, they will
be doing Bin Laden’s work for him. If
the world economy is still stagnant
next year, voters will not blame
Saddam Hussein or Osama bin
Laden.

They will blame Mr Bush, Mr Prodi,
Mr Duisenberg, Mr Koizumi and all
the rest. And they will be right.

— The Times, London.
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HE MEANING of the aston-

ishing events of September

11, 2001, remains profound-

ly indeterminate. The attack
on the most glaringly conspicuous
symbol of American capitalism, the
twin towers of the World Trade Cen-
ter, and on the most potent emblem
of the impenetrable recesses of its
military might, the Pentagon,
seemed replete with meaning: a
foreboding of a new world at work.
Non-state actors could unleash such
massive violence, with such great
precision to make even a superpow-
er vulnerable. A world, comfortable
with the idea that all that was left
after 1989 was a mere clash of in-
terests and the end of history, was
awakened to a shock by the power of
apocalyptic fundamentalisms. The
event unfolded live around the
world: bodies falling from the tow-
ers, trapped men and women franti-
cally calling relatives on cell phones
before they plunged to their horrible
deaths, the spectacular collapse of
the towers themselves, all seemed to
make life itself at once puny and
helpless.

September 11 seems to escape
each attempt to fix its meaning. If
this was an assault on America, the
victims came from over 70 countries.
If this was rage against American
power, the presence of these victims
only testified to the attraction of
American ideals. For a moment, at
least, many in the rest of the world
did become Americans. If the idea
was to diminish human agency by
unleashing the will of god, the event
only showed how powerful human
beings are. A few determined men,
who admittedly thought god was on
their side, could produce a disaster
of such massive proportions. And
passengers in the fourth plane,
heading towards an uncertain target
in Washington, showed the potential
of human action even in the face of
disaster by causing their plane to
crash before it inflicted more dam-
age. If the intent was to bring a clash
of civilisations to fruition it hardly
succeeded. Yes, for a moment, there
were glimpses of pan-Islamic soli-
darity. But soon the realisation
dawned that the claim that Al-Qaeda

[\Remembermg Sept. 11... -

By Pratap Bhanu Mehta

(\U"

The West was guilty, less of anti-Islamism,
but more of propping up, through its
patronage and arms flows, the very
regimes that could spawn Al-Qaeda.

was driven to its actions by some
deep sense of empathy with the
plight of the suffering Palestinians
and Iraqis was the kind of ridiculous
thinking that only those in the grip of
fantasy could conjure up.

If anything, the real conflict that
emerged in the aftermath of Septem-
ber 11 was not the conflict between
the West and Islam. It was rather the
realisation that authoritarian re-
gimes and failing states, such as Sau-
di Arabia, Iraq, Afghanistan and
Sudan, were propitious grounds for
breeding chiliastic fantasies. The
West was guilty, less of anti-Isla-
mism, but more of propping up,
through its patronage and arms
flows, the very regimes that could
spawn Al-Qaeda. The astonishing
thing in retrospect was not how
much pan-Islamic solidarity there
was with Al-Qaeda, but how little ef-
fect it had.

But still we struggle to define the
meaning of those events. We face a
dilemma that we have not quite
overcome. To keep calling the events
of September 11 simply evil seemed
to shed little light on them. Worse
still, a single-minded focus on the
collapsed twin towers seemed to
many to risk removing from view the
many complex forms of suffering
which the application of American
power itself had often produced. Yet,
not to call the events evil, not to ac-
knowledge without reservation that
the attacks were a form of mass mur-
der, prompted by hatred of a way of
life, risked relativising them. In the
guise of “explaining” the events we
risked justifying them. Both impuls-
es were tempting. On the one hand
we wanted to resist seeing the world
as being neatly divided between
forces of darkness and beacons of
light. On the other, we were trying to
“explain” the events so that we could
better understand the world. But
both impulses could easily turn into
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ways of denying that what happened
was evil. That other evils exist as well
did nothing to detract from the fact
that this was mass murder. And
while injustice around the world
may have provided a propitious
ground for breeding terrorists, that
injustice did not justify this attack;
indeed, it scarcely explained it.

The trends that September 11
crystallised are old and familiar. The
discourse of sovereignty remerged
with a vengeance. The application of
state power in matters of defence ac-
quired new intensity. From the Unit-
ed States to Russia, “reason of state”
became the rallying cry against as-
sorted fundamentalisms and move-
ments for self-determination alike.
This is why the fight against terror-
ism could never quite take on the
universal dimensions many hoped it
would. The terrorists one named and
defined were still largely governed
by national imperatives as India rap-
idly found out. The Americans, with
world approval, got rid of the Tali-
ban inflicting serious and yet unac-
counted for casualties in the
process. And the Americans will,
soon enough, turn their attention to
Osama bin Laden’s real target: Saudi
Arabia. Pakistan had to overnight
change its stripes, but the net result
was familiar: a military dictatorship
propped up by American dollars to
suit American ends. But it is impor-
tant not to over-attribute power to
September 11.

The war on Afghanistan may have
given the green light to Israel’s un-
conscionable conduct in Palestine,
but Ariel Sharon was entirely a
home-grown phenomenon. India
sought to gain recognition for its
own war on terrorism but both its
causes and consequences are decid-
edly sub-continental in origin.

Ironically, the event that was sup-
posed to have changed the world
changed America the most. Its care-
free conduct of internal security

-

gave way to a methodical anxiety
that is still palpable. The land where
civil liberty was a religion began to
have departments such as “home-
land security”. Its Attorney-General
began to act more as a commandant
fighting a war than as a custodian of
the liberties enshrined in the Consti-
tution. In a comparative perspective,
this means mostly that America is
catching up with the rest of the
world. But how enduring these
changes will be remain to be seen. In
the short run, however, the Bush Ad-
ministration is making exactly the
mistake that most genuine admirers
of American ideals hoped it would
not. It is trying to compensate for
America’s vulnerability by trying to
reassert the myth of American invin-
cibility. This means unilateral polic-
ing of the entire globe, a deep
suspicion of multilateral institutions
and a great belief in America’'s power
to control the world. To conduct a
foreign policy on this premise is to
re-inscribe the one illusion that Sep-
tember 11 effectively shattered for-
ever. This was the illusion that any
power could make itself militarily in-
vulnerable to the ravages of a deter-
mined, but possessed small group of
people.

If, in the name of combating ter-
rorism, America overreaches its
power to the point where its mere
being becomes a threat, a self-de-
feating cycle of violence will no long-
er be far away. If September 11 was
meant to be an assault on civilisa-
tion, an assault on a way of life, it is
all the more important for the civ-
ilised to preserve the distinction be-
tween civilisation and barbarism in
their responses. The real meaning of
September 11 will become apparent
only when it becomes clear whether
America will live up to its ideals, or
whether it will let the arrogance of
power, as has happened in the past,
get the better of both an enlarged
prudence and its finest aspirations.
The signs are not good. But then, as
Chou -En-Lai said of the French Rev-
olution, it might still be too soon to
tell.

(The writer is Professor of Philoso-
phy and of Law and Governance,
JNU.)
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Reports from the US suggest that a war"}lné iSsue %
the then Taliban foreign minister Vakil Muttavak

about the possibility of Al-Qaida attacks, did not receive
the attention it deserved. Nor has there been much
concern expressed about recent interviews aired on
Al-Jazeera TV which reveal that the terrorists had
originally planned to attack nuclear power plants and
these plans were subsequently shelved. Equally, many of
those who masterminded the September 11 attacks are
using Pakistan as a safe haven, having escaped the
American military campaign in Afghanistan. Strategic
logic as well as the safety of the American population
demands that the highest priority be given to counter-
ing this danger. Yet, the Bush administration is guilty of
seeking to divert attention away from the core issue by
resurrecting the dead ghost of Saddam Hussein. It’s not
just the dubious legality of the threatened American
strike against Iraq that is in question, it’s also the
misplaced sense of priority and lack of military
wisdom in the decision. The former marine colonel who
led the inspection team to Iraq up to 1998, Scott Ritter,
was not thrown out of the country, as is widely believed,
but withdrew in anticipation of imminent American air
strikes. Mr Ritter has said that Iraq did not have the

* Pakistan, notdr q

capability of using weapons of mass destruction in 1998 ,

and could not have developed it in four years. He
advocates the return of inspectors to ensure that
Washington is deprived of any excuse for launching
military operations. Even the hawks who justify a{
pre-emptive military campaign have spoken of Iraq j
attaining such a capability only three years from now. *

On its part, Baghdad is prepared to accept weapons
inspection provided American-led sanctions against the
country — which have caused enormous civilian
suffering — are lifted. The American failure to capture
Osama bin Laden and Mullah Omar, not to mention the
Serbian leaders, Radovan Karadjic and Vlado Mladic,
highlights the problem that faces any attempt to change
the political regime in Iraq. Given the loyalty of the
Takriti clan and the Iraqi army to Mr Hussein, it is
improbable that any special force operations can be
launched against him without causing enormous
collateral damage. What's more, the diversionary
misadventure in Iraq might well give the Al-Qaida an
opportunity to unleash fresh terror attacks. Finally, it is
bound to make the US even more unpopular in the
Islamic world. Mr Bush is not known for his perspica-
city, but even he should be able to count fhe huge costs
of his proposed mission in Baghdad. /(h
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- WAR MOVE / 1RAQ A TICKING TIME- B&W/

Bush, Blair urge the world

v\to confront Saddam

By Sridhar Krishnaswaa! \

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 8. The United
States President, George W.
Bush, and the British Prime
Minister,

the Iragi leader, Saddam Hus-
sein, for he has flouted all Unit-
ed Nations Resolutions over the
past 11 years.

In a hastily put together
meeting at the Presidential Re-
treat of Camp David in the Ca-
toctin Mountains, the two
leaders huddled not only over
the policy options on Iraq but
also on how to go about “sell-
ing’’ the idea to an international

community which is quite wary

of a military strike against Iraq.
“Alot of people understand that
this man has defied every U.N.
Resolution. Sixteen U.N. Reso-
lutions he’s ignored”, Mr. Bush
argued, referring to Mr. Hus-
sein. And for his part, the British
Prime Minister argued that a
policy of inaction “is not a pol-
icy we can respon31bly sub-
scribe to”".

The Bush-Blair meeting in
Camp David comes barely five
days before the former is due to
give his address to the United
Nations where the singular fo-
cus is expected to be on Iraq.
According to one version doing
the rounds, Mr. Bush will be giv-
ing the U.N. one final chance
vis-a-vis Iraq, that will include a
time-frame. The President, ac-
cording to one draft, refers to
Iraq as a “ticking time bomb”
and hence little time to waste.

Tony Blair, argued
that the world must act against

The U.S. President, George W. Bush (right)
and the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair,
speak to mediapersons at Camp David,
Maryland, on Saturday. — AFP

Mr. Bush and Mr. Blair spent
four hours in a one-to-one ses-
sion and the White House has
said that the meeting was an ex-
cellent one that focussed on ral-
lying the international
community. In the end, neither
of the two leaders divulged what
precise course of action they
had agreed on. One impression
is that Mr. Blair is trying to posi-
tion himself between the ap-
proaches of the US. and the
E.U,, the latter preferring a con-
tinued and useful role for the
United Nations. But the British
Prime Minister argued that a
broad international coalition
must achieve results, not pre-
serving the status quo. “The
U.N. has got to be the way of

e HNDU

dealing  with
this issue, no
the way avoid-
ing dealing
with”, Mr. Blai
said. “The
threat fron
Saddam Hus
sein and weap
ons of mas:
destruction-
..that threat i
L real”, he noted.
i  The high
pitched discus-
sions in Wash-
ington on Iraq
comes at a time
® when the Presi-
dent’s ratings
on foreign pol-
icy is sliding
steadily withta
latest poll o
CBS News/New York Times find-
ing a majority of Americans of
the view that Mr. Bush lacks a
clear plan to carry out his war
on terror.

For a President who had
nearly 80 per cent support on
foreign policy in the aftermath
of Sept. 11, the latest poll places
the figure closer to 55 per cent.
But on Iragq, the attitude was dif-
ferent. Even though two out of !
three opined that the President
has not explained his position
on Iraq sufficiently, there is gen-
eral support for a pre-emptive
policy against that country. Six-
ty per cent believed that the U.S.
should attack Iraq if it thinks
that Baghdad has plans for at-
tack, even if none has occurred.

9 SEP 203.
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LONDON, SEPT. 7. In a massive
failure of intelligence
described by diplomatic
sources as “warning
fatigue”, the U.S. and
United Nations ignored
warnings from a secret
Taliban emissary that
Osama bin Laden was
planning a huge attack on
America weeks before the
horrific strikes that actually
brought down the twin WTC
towers last year.

The warnings were
delivered by an aide of
Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil,
the then Taliban Foreign
Minister, who was known to
be deeply unhappy with
foreign militants, including
the Arabs, in Afghanistan,
The Independent, reported
today.

At the same time, the FBI
and the CIA failed to take
seriously warnings that
Islamic fundamentalist
students had enrolled in
flight schools across the
U.S., it said.

Muttawakil learnt of the
planned attacks on America

~Was Muttawakn S warnin
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not from other Talib
leaders, but from the leader
of the Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan, Tahir Yildash.
The organisation was one of
the fundamentalist groups
that had found refuge on
Afghan soil, lending fighters
for the Taliban’s war with
the Northern Alliance and
benefiting from good
relations with the al-Qaeda
in its fight against the
Uzbek Government.

Muttawakil, now in
American custody, believed
Taliban’s protection of Bin
Laden and other al-Qaeda
elements would lead to the
destruction of Afghanistan
by the U.S. military.

He told his aide: “The
guests are going to destroy
the guesthouse.”

The Minister then ordered
him to alert the U.S. and
U.N. about what was going
to happen.

But in a massive failure
of intelligence, the message
was disregarded because of
what sources described as
“warning fatigue”.

Vi
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Muttawakil’s aide, who
stayed on in Kabul and
requested anonymity, told
the newspaper how he had
been despatched by
Muttawakil to alert first the
Americans and then the
U.N. about the coming
calamity of September 11.

The Minister learnt in
July last year that Bin Laden
was planning a “huge
attack” on targets inside
America, he said.

According to the emissary,
Muttawakil emerged from a
one- to-one meeting with
Yildash looking shocked and
troubled.

Until then, the Foreign
Minister, who had
disapproved of the
destruction of the Buddhist
statues in Bamiyan earlier
in the year, had no inkling
from others in the Taliban
leadership of what Bin
Laden was planning.

“At first Muttawakil
wouldn’t say why he was so
upset,” said the aide.

“Then it all came out.
Yildash had revealed that

g ignored?

Osama bin Laden was going
to launch an attack on the
U.S.”

At the same time, 19 al-
Qaeda were in the U.S.
waiting to launch what
would be the deadliest
foreign attack on American
mainland.

The emissary went first to
the Americans, travelling
across the border to meet
the consul-general, David

|

Katz, in the Pakistani border |

town of Peshawar, in the
third week of July 2001, the
newspaper said.

Another U.S. official was
also present possibly from
the intelligence services.

Mr. Katz, who now works
at the American Embassy in
Fritrea, declined to talk
about the meeting. But
other U.S. sources said the
warning was not passed on.

A diplomatic source said
that the Afghan aide did not
reveal that the warning was
from Muttawakil, a factor

that might haveded the
Americans to.downgrade it.
— P11
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LONDON/WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 6

RITAIN cxﬁﬁrmed on Friday

an air raid by US and British

warplanes against an Iraqi air

defence base, but refused to

confirm reports that some 100 aircraft

took part.

“I'm afraid we are not giving out par-

 ticular details on the size of the package,” a
Ministry of Defence spokesman said. ~

“But coalition aircraft did use preci-
sion guided weapons to hit at an air de-
fence and control facility,” he said, adding
that it had been carried out “in response
to threats to coalition aircraft.

The Daily Telegraph newspaper said on
Friday that some 100 US and British air-
craft took part in what it called the biggest
single operation in Iraqi skies for four years.

It said the raid — involving a large
number of support planes— appeared to
be a prelude to possible special forces op-
erations before any US-led war on Iraq,
which is reputed to be developing
weapons of mass destruction.

In a statement on Thursday, the US
Armed Forces’ Central Command said
US and British warplanes bombed “an air
defence command and control facility at a
military airfield 380 km west and slightly
south of Baghdad” in response to “recent
Iraqi hostile acts.”

Meanwhile, Bush on Friday sought to

S, UK war

planes
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raid Ira
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Five US Alr Forceé F-16 Jets fly in echelon formatlon over the US en route to an
exerclse. The Dally Telegraph reported on Friday that 100 US and British
warplanes were Involved In a strike over Iraq’s no-fly zone on Thursday. Reuters

sway the leaders of France, Russia and
China toback his drive to oust Iraqi Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein.

Bush is to meet Blair on Saturday at -

his Camp David, Maryland, presidential
retreat. A show of solidarity against Iraq
was expected by the two close allies.

Biair said it was vital Americans knew
they could count on Britain for more than

words, according to advance excerpts from,

a BBC documentary to be shown on Sun-
day. Bushsaid on Wednesday he would of-
fer some ideas on how to deal with Sad-
dam when he addresses the UN General
Assemblyin New York on Sept. 12,

One idea that US officials have been
considering is whether to impose “coer-
cive inspections” on Iraq, with foreign
troops shooting their way into suspected
sites of weapons of mass destruction.

1 $EP Wi

Congress is left

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 6

US CONGRESSIONAL
leaders on Friday said Presi-
dent George W. Bush had to
present more evidence to sup-
port his claim that Iraq pre-
sented an immediate threat to
the country before they couid

. agreetoany attack.

Senate Majority Leadet
Tom Daschle, a South Dakota
Democrat, told NBC televi-

sion’s Today show that the first -

closed-door briefing for law-

. makers with Defense Secre-

tary Donald Rumsfeld this
week was only a start.

“Some of our questions
were answered but there are a
lot more out there that need to
be addressed before we can

make any conclusive decision -

on what needs to be done,”
Daschle said.
Daschle, Minority Leader

"Sen. Trent Lott, House of

‘asking for proof

Representatives ~ Speaker
Dennis Hastert, and House
Minority Leader Rep. Dick
Gephardt appeared on morn-
ing news shows before joining
colleagues for a special joint
session of Congress in New
York marking the anniversary
of the Sept. 11 attacks.

Gephardt and Hastert told
CNN that Thursday’s briefing
presented some new informa-
tion but did not fundamentally
change the threatening picture
they already had of the situa-
tion, Lawmakers said making
adetailed case and strategy for
an attack and building support
for it both at home and abroad
woum keyto the success of
anymilitary mission.

“We know they have
weapons of mass destruction....
We need to make that case to
the Americans and our friends
around - the world,” Hastert
said. “The bottomline is thatwe
have to have this debate ”

—————

q defence hase

consults
Russia,
China,

France

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, SEPT6

U8 RESIDENT.f
George W Bushon Friday

 sought to sway the leaders
of France, Russia and
China to back his drive to
oust Iragi Pr&mdent Sad~

Iraq. ’I’hf: three nauons,
along with the US and
form the perma-
ent five members of the
-7 TUNSeamityCouncll.
“Its the beginning of
the process that the Presi-
dent outhned on Wednes
and alhesonhawtore-.
move the threat posed by
Saddam Hussein and his
relentless acquisition. of
weapons of mass destrue
tion,” said a White House .
official, spealungonconch-; -
nonofmmnymlty




/@etoric rises after raid

on Iraq no-fly zone
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Washington/London, Sept. 6
(Reuters): As ally Britain
warned Iraq that the clock had
started ticking on a possible war;
President George W. Bush today
sought to sway the leaders of
France, Russia and China to
back his drive to oust Saddam
Hussein.

Bush called French President
Jacques Chirac, Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin and Chi-
nese President Jiang Zemin,
who all have questions about a
pre-emptive military strike on
Iraq. The three nations, along
with the US and Britain, form
the permanent five members of
the UN Security Council.

Qil prices leapt to one-year
highs after an unconfirmed
report that 100 warplanes had
been involved in their latest
strike over Iraq’s southern “no-
fly” zone yesterday.

The US military said its war-
planes had attacked an air de-
fence target in the latest of a se-
ries of escalating exchanges.
Iraq said US and British war-
planes had attacked civilian
targets.

Blair, due to meet Bush to-
morrow in what British media
are already calling a “war sum-
mit”, threw his weight behind

\Yar alarm
“as Bush

‘on hotline

the Americans. “They need to
know, Are you prepared to com-
mit, are you prepared to be there,
and when the shooting starts,
are you prepared to be there,”” he
told the BBC.

Referring to Bush’s talks
with world leaders, a White
House official said: “It’s the be-
ginning of the process that the
President outlined on Wednes-
day to consult with friends and
allies on how to remove the
threat posed by Saddam Hussein
and his relentless acquisition of
weapons of mass destruction.”

Russia appeared unconvin-
ced. The Kremlin said Putin told
Blair he had “deep doubts that
there are grounds for the use of
force in connection with Iraq”.

The Kremlin statement quot-
ed Putin as saying that the use
of force could have “serious, neg-
ative consequences for the situa-
tion in the Gulf region, West
Asia and for the future of the US-
led anti-terrorism coalition”.

Bush this week began a con-
certed effort to convince mem-
bers of the US Congress and for-
eign allies on the threat posed by
Saddam. Some members of Con-
gress said Bush had to present
more evidence.

W See Page 4

THE TELEGRAPK ]

SEF (Wy.



‘UONRUNSIP JUB)SIP B SUIRWAI ST ‘19
-Aomop ‘suonisod 9yl 3)0A31 03 SILNUNOD
»yo Suma8 spremol yiom Apuanbasgns
pnom £ayy yey jutod 2y} apew os[e ‘UIdaq
sy[e1 910J3q PaYI| aq POYs Ueq d1SdWOP
alj) 1By} UONIPUOD E )3s oym ‘s1adLL, ayL

‘SIB[[Op
JO suoffiur ojur uni A9y} 1Byl 1e suonedIp
-ut Inq ‘s19811, 2Y1 JO UOISTIXS [BUONBUIS)
-Uuf 9y} JO asnedaq payoolq uaaq aaey ey
spury a8y} uo J[qefieae A[peal are samdy
ON 1S9UD Jem S1I 01Ul SMOQjul jo szoanbs
' sem 213y} pue Sunesq e ool adeun sij
)sowr 9yl s19S1] oyl 1Ny UISIDBIISO [BUON
-pUIOIUL 9} OffoquIAS Afadre] sem exue] IS
Ul ueq J1ISaWop 911 aIym ‘ucnerodap aoey
pmom sarfe1 31.11-01d 3upjorq siaudiaio}
nuEE 1spun ‘4LI7T 9y 1oddns 031 SwWLD

® 11 apew eiskefeIN ‘9661 ATRNIQqa Ul ‘[[om
Se BI[RIISNY pUE BpRUE)) Ul SUoNESIuedio 151
-10119) SB Pa1sT] 91k s1afL], syl ‘uonIppe uf
“I3)UQ)) apei], PHOM a2 Uo Yoene [|
12quiaydag 2yl JO YIBUIIIYE 3y} Ul SUOTIBSIU
-2810 15110119) pPareUSBISep 8yl pUNGIL ISOOU
ay1 pauaiydn 18ymy uoldurysepm paydo0[q
a1om ‘Aue J1 ‘spunj Sunsixa Iyl pue ‘S
aUl I8)Ud 0} SBSIA 10] S[qISI[aUl a1am SIAN
-pjuasardal pue sidqWIdW IPY) SQL] Se
poreudisap sdnois syl 10] 1roddns siqidue;
19110 10 suodeam apraoxd ‘punj 01 "§() Yyl
ul WL B dwedaq 31 Surpueiq 9yl Jo 1Nsal
e Sy ‘9661 JO 10V WSHLOLS]-1UY 3y} 19pun
2661 ‘g 18q0100 o um3ulysem Aq sQld se
pasiy sdnoid g¢ ay1 Jo suo sem JLLT oYL
‘pies 219y Assequa "S'() Yy I
-Uo2 3yl pua o) suonenodau YUm premio]
Suraow Jo 1x21U02 9y} Ul s1981], 511 U0 ueq

~ .
Wt

posioel}so h__ﬁ—_O_u.ﬂ:‘_wu—:_ Eﬁ—:&‘_ Qu. m E\

$31 3J1] O} UOISIDaP S, JUSTUISAOL) URyuE] LIS
ay suoddns pue spueisispun "§'(} YL,

. Pap pue pIom Ul WISHIOLId], PIdUNOUSI
1 mun  (OLd) uonesuedi)  ISUOI
-Ia1 u813104 € SB1SI] S,uc13UTYSeAA UO Ureul
-a1 p[nom s1adi], ayl Aepoi pies ‘S YL

‘pueliey], UL Sjfel 91
Iaquiaidag ayy jo peatfe ueq a1yl JI[ 01 aA0wW
s,oquojo) 1oye suousod 1yl ur Jdueyo
ou St 919} JBL} 1BS]D 1 9peW SARY ‘S[3GAI
3Y) POME[INO SILIIUNOD ISYIO [BIDAIS M
Buofe yo1gm () 91 pue ‘S’() Y} “BIpU]
*A19191dwIo? 101181 sadunou
-1 11 [[I} PIsSIOBISO AJfeUOHBUISIUL UTBWISI
0] 3NUNU0D pMmom ‘Aepsiny], U0 0quiojo))
Aqg paquiosord-ap sem UoIym ‘Weay e ],
wo Em@ [] UoneIdqr] 3yl 9 "1d3S ‘O8W010D

2 _uepuequies's'A Ag 1 ovt

THE HINDD 4 SE2 00
i}



“China pledges proactive

role against terrorism

q\”\ - \4
By P. S.\Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, SEPT. 6. Pledging a
proactive role in the ongoing in-
ternational campaign against
terrorism, China has called for
the formulation of “a compre-
hensive strategy based on the
U.N. Charter” to address the
political dimension of the crisis.
More specifically, Beijing pre-
fers a consultative mechanism,
covering a select group of coun-
tries, to try and prevent the
money-laundering and terror-
ist-financing activities.
According to the Chinese
Foreign Ministry, Beijing will
continue to promote anti-terror
cooperation in the multilateral
- sphere and in bilateral cooper-
ation with a number of coun-

THE

L et

tries. China, according to its
official spokesman, “has formed
a consultation mechanism with
quite a few countries including
the United States, Britain, Rus-
sia, France, India and
Pakistan’".

The reference to India in a bi- |
lateral mode acquires impor- |
tance in the light of the security
dialogue that Beijing and New |
Delhi had initiated some time
ago and in the context of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s planned visit to China
in a near-term future.

China’s present dialogue with
Islamabad has much to do with
the terror-related concerns of
the international community as
regards both Afghanistan and
Pakistan itself. ‘
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‘Bush in bid to win over
~Iraq war sceptics

Washington, Sept. 5 (Reuters):
US President George W. Bush an-
nounced a campaign yesterday
to convince sceptics at home and
abroad that Iragi President Sad-
dam Hussein’s “outlaw regime”
was developing weapons of mass
destruction and needed to be dis-
armed. ’

Bush, who briefed leading US
lawmakers, said he would lay out
his plans to deal with the Iraqi
leader in a speech at the UN next
week and in consultations with
the leaders of Britain, Russia,
China, France and Canada.

Amid growing concerns from
world capitals of a US war with
Iraq, the White House reiterated
that Bush had made no decision
on whether fo use military force
to overthrow Saddam, accused
by Washington of developing
chemical, biological and nuclear
weapons. Saddam appeared un-
bowed by threats of war and
pressure for him to let weapons
inspectors in, vowing his nation
would defeat any military action
and repeating that [raq wanted

an overall solution to the crisis
based on UN resolutions.

Qil prices rallied on growing
signs Washington was stepping
up preparations for an attack on
major producer Iraq, with
benchmark Brent crude closing
53 cents firmer at $27.10 a barrel
on London’s International Petro-
leum Exchange.

At a meeting with congres-
sional leaders, some of whom
have voiced fears of a protracted
military engagement, Bush said
that at the appropriate time he
would ask Congress to approve
any action on Iraq “necessary to
deal with the threat.”

“Doing nothing about that se-
rious threat is not an option,” de-
clared the President, whom
aides said may seek approval
from Congress before mid-term
elections in early November.

“We must not allow an outlaw
regime that incites and uses ter-
ror at home and abroad to threat-
en the world by developing the
ultimate weapons of terror,”
Bush added.

C'\
In a letter to leading/la\/mak-

ers, Bush said the decision was
“how to disarm an outlaw
regime that continues to possess
and develop weapons of mass de-
struction,” and that he remained
committed to “regime change”
in Iraq. Bush said he would meet
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair on Saturday at Camp David
to discuss the threat posed by
Iraq and would phone leaders of
China, Russia and France, all
key members of the UN Security
Council.

He will meet Canadian Prime
Minister Jean Chretien on Mon-
day and said he would also make
his case in an address to the UN
General Assembly in New York
on September 12, a year and a
day since the attacks that
prompted his “war on terror.”

“I will first remind the Unit-

ed Nations that for 11 long years

Saddam Hussein has side-
stepped, crawfished, wheedled
out of any agreement he made

not to develop weapons of mass
destruction,” Bush said. /
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, SEPT. 5. At a time
when even the American intelli-
gence agencies are not sure of
the role played by Iraq in the
terror attacks of Sept. 11 last
year, a law suit filed in New York
claims that Baghdad had a spe-
cific link to the terror attack
against the United States.

The law suit filed on behalf of
1,400 victims of the attacks and
the families alleges that Iraqi of-
ficials were aware before that
fateful day last year of plans by
Osama bin Laden and Al-Qaeda
to strike at targets in New York
and Washington. The law suit
also claims that Baghdad resort-
ed to terror attacks against the
United States to avenge its de-
feat in the Persian Gulf War.

“Since Iraq could not defeat
the U.S. military, it resorted to
terror attacks on U.S. citizens”’,
the suit says. Osama bin Laden,

Al-Qaeda and Iraq have been
named as defendants who are
being sued for damages in ex-
cess of $1 trillion.

The case is being handled by
a New York law firm that spe-
cialises in aviation disaster liti-
gation.

The Iraq angle comes in part
from an article written by an
Iraqi columnist — said to have
close ties to the intelligence ap-
paratus in that country — say-
ing that Osama was seriously
thinking about the way he will
bomb the Pentagon after de-
stroying the White House. The
columnist is also said to have
written of Osama contemplat-
ing to strike the “arm” of Amer-
ica that was already hurting —
said to be a possible reference
to the 1993 bombing of the
World Trade Centre.

According to a lawyer repre-
senting the firm, the columnist
had advance knowledge of Al-

TiHe HIND,

ALawsult alleges Iraq role

Qaeda’s specific target?g ept.
11 and that Iraqi officials were
aware of the plans to hit land- |
marks in the United States. g

Iraqi intelligence officials had |
numerous meetings with Al-
Qaeda for about a decade, the
law suit alleges.

It is no secret that there are
some within the Bush adminis-
tration who are desperately try-
ing to establish a link between
Baghdad and the terror attacks;
but both the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Central
Intelligence Agency have said
that no conclusive link has been
established.

The Bush administration, in
particular, has been looking for
evidence on whether one of the
hijacker-terrorists — Moham-
mad Atta — had met Iraqi in-
telligence agents in West Asia or
Europe in the months prior to
the horrific events of last
September.
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Chinese Muslim group
planned terror: U

no 4,\,\/*7‘\"

|
| BELING, SEPT. 3. A little-known
{ Muslim group from western
| China that the United States
recently branded as terrorist
had planned attacks on West-
ern embassies in neighbouring
| Kyrgyzstan, an American offi-
| cial has said.
| During a visit to Beijing, the
| U.S. Deputy Secretary of State,
| Rlchard Armitage, disclosed
| that his country had placed the
f group, the East Turkestan Is-
‘ lamic Movement, on the Amer-
| ican terror list, freezing any
| United States-based assets it
]‘ might hold.

. The group has killed civil-
' ians, he said.

+~The group is one of several
that have emerged among the
Uighur Muslims of Xinjiang
province to seek an independ-
ent Muslim state or to chal-
lenge China’s social
economic domination.

' The group’s leader abroad,
| Hasan Mahsum, has admitted
“to using violence, contending
/that the movement has no
J‘ choice because peaceful oppo-

I sition is outlawed. But the
| group is also accused by Chi-
ina’'s Government of having
| close ties to Al-Qaeda, Osama
F bin Laden’s terrorism network.
! In an interview last January,
: the leader denied this, though

and

=T L 1o

he acknowle!lged that some in-
dividual followers may have
trained or fought with Al-Qaeda
forces in Afghanistan.

The American condemnation
of the group was a propaganda
coup for China, which had
sought to blunt criticism of its
repressive tactics in Xinjiang,
saying that it faces an orga-
nised, global terrorist threat.

Human rights groups say that
much of the unrest in Xinjiang
is more spontaneous, and they
charge that China is using the
post-Sept. 11 climate to- justify
suppression of the Uighur iden-
tity and violations of civil rights.

Just before Mr. Armitage’s
visit, China met a long-time
American demand, issuing
rules to control export of mis-
sile technologies.

Stung by questions about the
timing of the terrorism listing of
the Chinese group, American
officials provided new details
this week in support of the
charges.

In May, Kyrgyzstan deported
two Chinese Uighur members
of the group to China because
they were “planning attacks
against embassies, trade cen-
tres and public gathering places
in Kyrgyzstan,” an American
embassy spokesman said. —
New York Times



