/lordan opposes action agamst Iraq

'V C By Hasan Suroor MO \l\

LONDON, JULY 29. King Abdullah of Jordan,
who met the British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, here on Monday, rejected speculation
that his country would back any U.S. mil-
itary action in Iraq and accused the hardlin-
ers in Pentagon of being “fixated on Iraqg”.

His meeting with Mr. Blair took place
amid growing opposition among Labour
MPs, including some Cabinet ministers, to
any British backing for an attack on Bagh-
dad despite the Prime Minister’s assertion
last week that it was “not imminent”. But
the Foreign Office Minister, Ben Bradshaw,
fuelled speculation when he suggested that
the ‘threat’ from Iraq would not go away by
simply ignoring it and brushed aside an
opinion poll which showed that 51 per cent
of Britons were opposed to a military
option, ’

King Abdullah said that in his talks with
the U.S. President, George W. Bush, later

thls week he would warn that any attack o
Iraq would open up a “Pandora’s box”
West Asia. He distanced himself from the
U.S.-backed Iraqi dissidents who recently
met in London to discuss the overthrow of
the Iraqi President, Saddam Hussein. The
presence of his estranged uncle, Prince
Hassan, at the meeting had prompted spec-
ulation that it signailed Jordanian Govern-
ment’s support for anti-Iraq moves. It was
regarded as significant in the context of re-
ports, which were later denied, that Jordan
was willing to offer bases to U.S. to launch
an attack on Iraq.

“Prince Hassan blundered into some-
thing he did not realise he was getting into,
and we’re all picking up the pieces,” he told
The Times.

He warned that the hawks in the Bush
administration, pressing for an attack on
Iraq, posed a threat to American “strategic
interests” in West Asia. The international
community, he said, was ‘united’ in its op-
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posmon to any such action, and so was Jor-
dan. “* -¥ our friends in China, in Moscow,
in England, in Paris everybody will tell you
that we have concerns about military ac-
tions against Iraq,” he said.

The situation in West Asia dominated his
discussions with Mr. Blair with the two
sides stressing the need to get Israel and the
Palestinians back on the negotiating table.
Their talks, however, were overshadowed
by a fresh controversy over Iraq following
reports that Government lawyers had ad-
vised against British participation in a mil-
itary attack on Baghdad without a United
Nations mandate. This seemed to contra-
dict the Government’s position that the 23
U.N. resolutions were sufficient justifica-
tion for intervention. A former Defence
Minister in the Blair Government, Peter Kil-
foyle, meanwhile, warned of a major splitin
the Labour party if the Prime Minister
backed an invasion of Iraq without proper
authorisation.
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”(I SA threatens to

veto .

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNHQ, July 2%. - The USA
has held out the threat of
veto on a proposed Arab
resolution in the UN
Security Council gond-
emning a recent Israeli
strike saying it will not
accept any draft on West
Asia which is 'silent on
Palestinian terrorism.

The USA will oppose the
draft if it comes to vote as it
does not mention Israeli

victims of Palestinian
suicide bombings, its
ambassador, Mr John

Negroponte, told a closed-
door meeting convened to
discuss the proposed
resolution yesterday.

“One delegation made it
clear that they would have
considerable  difficulties
with the draft,” council
president Mr Jeremy Green-
stock of UK said in apparent
reference to the USA.

The draft moved by Syria

- The consultations
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MOVE ON IRAQ

WASHINGTON, July 27.
— The USA has invited six
Iraqi Opposition leaders for
talks at the State and Defe-
nce Departments to end
infighting between rival
groups and discuss Mr
George Bush’s campaign to
oust Mr Saddam Hussein.
The talks are scheduled for
9 August. — PTI

expresses sympathy for
Palestinians and condemns
Wednesday’s Israeli missile
attack on a housing complex
in Gaza Strip that Kkilled a
Hamas leader and 14 others,
including nine children,
diplomats said.

were
adjourned till Monday to
allow ambassadors to
consult their governments,
Mr Greenstock added.

Mr Negroponte said any
resolution on West Asia
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must explititly condemn
terrorist actpvities by mili-
tant groups like Hamas and
Islamic Jihad and added
that the two sides should
seek a political solution to
the conflict. The USA has on
several occasions exercised
its powerful veto on similar
resolutions but has never
put forth conditions.

The resolution followed an
open discugsion on the
gituation.. in. the region
during which all speakers
condemned the Israeli at-
tack, the diplomats added.

It calls for Israeli with-
drawal of its troops
immediately but Washin-
gton wants the security
concerns of Tel Aviv also to
be taken into consideration.

All members of the council
are “keen to support the
prospect for a. return to
negotiation”, Mr Greenstock
said.The UN, the USA,

Russia and the EU had dope
“important work”, he s?'d.}
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Developing:Democrac

There are two WQ‘}S of looking at tﬁe latest)ai al
report of the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) on human development index (HDI) across the
world. One would be to view it in purely numerical
terms. On this simplistic reckoning, the report, which
places India at 124, represents a slide of sorts given that
the country was ranked 115 last year. But this is a
statistical aberration. If one adjusts for the fact that last
year’s comparative figures included 11 fewer countries
— 162 as opposed to 173 this year — then it can be
argued that India has actually registered a marginal
‘improvement’. But this is little cause for comfort.
Because behind the aggregate numbers lies the usual
story of widespread deprivation. From our inability to
prevent starvation deaths in the midst of plenty to our
deteriorating performance on a number of critical
social indices such as infant mortality rates. Yet the cyn-
ic might dismiss all this as old hat. And in a certain
sense, that is the case. The point of departure for this
year’s report is its central thesis about the linkages
between politics and human development, and more
specifically, its claim that “democracy is a critical end of
human development, not just a means of achieving it”.
“Sustained poverty reduction”, the report argues, “re-
quires equitable growth” which, in turn, is possible
only when “poor people have political power”. Hence,
“democracies are notably better in meeting the most
pressing social needs of citizens”. The irony is obvious.
Despite possessing one of the most creditable records
on democracy and civil rights in the non-western world,
India’s political process has largely failed to deliver on
basic social needs. What is more, many countries with a
far worse political record — from China to Cuba to most
of the Arab world — have managed to do far better when
it comes to measuring human development. Clearly,
democracy in itself is neither a necessary nor a
sufficient condition for development. So what does India
need to do to catch up? For one, we need to shed our
complacency. Witness human resource development
minister Murli Manohar Joshi’s peremptory attempts
to rubbish the UNDP report, by questioning its idea of
development. For another, we need to recognise that
notwithstanding the current euphoria about economic
liberalisation, human development cannot be left to the
play of market forces alone. It must remain a central
concern of state policy. As the Cuban examiple demon-
strates, the old chestnut of political will still holds the
most relevant key to social and human developm~-it.
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Israel on defensive

after

HENRY CHU
JERUSALEM, JULY 24 '\*

S CRITICISM poured in

from all fronts; Israel de- §

fended its airstrike on the

Gaza' Strip on Tuesday,
but acknowledged that an intelligence
lapse led to the death of more than a
dozen Palestinian civilians including in-
fants and children.

PM Ariel Sharon said he regretted
the deaths but declared the raid “one of
our biggest successes” because it killed
Salah Shehada, a Hamasleader.

But two high-ranking Israeli mili-

tary sources, who spoke on condition of Palestlnlan women demonstrate in the Mieh Mieh

zaglr raid

anonymity, said that due tothenumber  refugee camp to protest against the Israeli air
of cwvilian casualties, “the results attack In Gaza,onWednesday AP/PTI

weren't what we hoped.” They said the firing of
the single missile that biew up Shehada’s two-
story home would not have gone forward had
they known that people other than Shehada and
one of his aides, who was also killed, might get
hurt. Palestinians scoff at the idea that the Isracli
military could not have predicted that firing a
missile into the heart of one of Gaza City’s most
crowded neighbourhoods would resuit in civil-
ian casualties.

Theysaid the army acted on intelligence that
Shehada was alone with his associate inside the
house, a big, empty, newly built structure with a
large backyard. The information was flawed:
Shehada was accompanied by his wife and
daughter, who also died. Still, the sources said
* that by taking out Shehada the army had foiled
plans to mount a major attack within the next
few days in the Gaza Strip. The militant opera-
tion was to involve multiple suicide bombers, the
sources said. They declined to elaborate.

Military sources spoke to reporters at a
hastily convened briefing that was clearly aimed
at deflecting criticism. Tn addition to the US, the
UN, the European Union, Arab nations and
Human Rights groups such as Amnesty Interna-

NOLAN EXPrESe

tional have all condemned the attack. “This mas-
sacre is unbelievable,” said Palestinian Author-
ity President Yasser Arafat. The attack was “an
awful crime carried out against our innocent
children.”

The decision to go ahead with Tuesday’s
airstrike was made by Defense Minister
Binyamin Ben-Eliezer, but Israeli radio re-
ported that neither Ben-Eliezer nor Sharon had
been told that such extensive civilian casualties
were possible. —LATWP
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“UNDP lowers India’s

human index rating

CX Times News NETWORK ( \\'7

New Dehhi: At first glance, it seems like a set-
back for Iydia. Having been ranked 115 on the
Human
UNDP’s armual human development report
last year, the country occupies the 124th slot
this year.

However, UNDP officials said on Wednes-
day that the rankings are not comparable be-
cause the number of countries included in
the index has increased.

Last year, 162 countries had been rated
whereas this year, the number has increased
to 173 countries. Had the number not gone up,
India would have actually moved a notch
higher, to 114, said Brenda Gael McSweeney,
UNDP resident representative in India, at the
release function on Wednesday.

Even then, as is the case now, India would
have remained in the category of countries
with medium human development.

The HDI, an integral part of the report each
year, ranks countries by a composite measure
of life expectancy, literacy and income per per-
son. Leading the pack of 173 countries this
year is Norway, followed by Sweden, Canada,
Belgium, Australia, and the US. Lying at the
bottom of the heap is Sierra Leone.

In keeping with the theme of this year’s re-
port, ‘Deepening democracy in a fragmented
world,” an attempt has been made to assess
countries in terms of governance. Noting the
importance of politics and human develop-
ment, the report says: “ Politics is as impor-
tant to human development as economics.”

Interestingly, the assessment has been done
both on the basis of subjective indicators of
governance as also objective indicators.

On the subjective indicators scale, while
India gets a good rating in the civil liberties
and political rights arena, it is ranked ‘not so
good’ where political stability and lack of vi-
olence is concerned. Expectedly, the country
gets a ‘poor’ rating for corruption.

Recognising the fact that the last two

THE TIMES OF INDAA

Leading the pack of 173 countries this year
is Norway, followed by Sweden, Canada,
Belgium, Australia, and the US. Lying at the
bottom of the heap is Slerra Leone

decades of the 20th century saw “dramatic
progress in opening up political systems and
expanding political freedoms,” the report
says today, 140 of the world’s nearly 200 coun-
tries hold multi-party elections. Yet, global
progress in terms of political freedom has
been uneven with many countries failing to
consolidate their first steps towards democ-
racy and others slipping back into authori-
tarian rule, as in the case of Pakistan and
Myanmar.

Says the report: “Of the 81 countries that
have taken steps in democratisation, only 47
are considered full democracies.” Also, as the
report observes, “...democracy has not pro-
duced dividends in the lives of ordinary peo-
ple in too many countries.” And what should
be, perhaps, of even greater concern, is that
“people around the world seem to have lost
confidence in the effectiveness of their gov-
ernments -and often seem to be losing faith in
democracy.”

Noting that the links between democracy
and human development can be strong,
though not automatic, the report says these
links need to be strengthened. It also calls for
“deepening democracy” at the global, region-
al and local levels.

The report assesses the likelihood of coun-
tries achieving the Millennium Development
Goals by 2015 - a target set by the UN general
assembly in 2000. The prognosis -much of the
world, particularly the poorest countries
seem unlikely to reach these goals, among
which are eradication of poverty and hunger,
universal primary education and reduction
in child mortality.

So 33 countries with nearly 26 per cent of
the world’s population are failing on more
than half the goals.
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Israeli alr attack kllls

top Hamas

Gaza City: An Israeli warplane killed 15
Palestinians late on Monday in a targeted
raid that blew apart a top militant, wounded
140 other people and chilled fledgling hopes
for rekindling the peace process.

Salah Shehade, head of the armed wing of
the radical group Hamas, was killed with his
bodyguard, wife and daughter in the missile
attack on a teeming neighbourhood in cen-
tral Gaza City, Hamas officials said.

Moawi Abu Hassani, a doctor at Gaza hos-
pital, said 11 other civilians died in the dev-
astating raid just before midnight, including
eight children, ranging from 13 years to two
months old.

The raid, which Israel acknowledged was
part of its controversial campaign to liqui-
date wanted militants, sparked outrage
among Palestinians with Hamas vowing
bloody reprisals. Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon, who reportedly personally ap-
proved the strike, congratulated his forces on
“oné of the most successful operations” but
also expressed ‘regret for the 1nnocent v1c
tims of this air raid.”

The raid, one of the deadliest Israeli at-
tacks in the 22-month-old conflict, plunged Is-
rael and the Palestinians into a new round of
recriminations after a day of hopeful ges-
tures Monday. Palestinian leaders expressed
outrage at what they called a “war crime”
and hundreds of angry Palestinians took to
the streets across the Gaza Strip in protest.
At least 10 were wounded in clashes with Is-
raeli forces.

Palestinian security officials and witness-
es said a 1,000 pound (450 kg)missile slammed
into a central area of densely- populated
Gaza City, destroying five buildings, includ-
ing Shehade’s, and damaging nearly a dozen
others. Hamas officials said Shehade, 50, his
bodyguard Zaher Nassar and his wife Leila
and daughter Eman were blown to pieces.
Nothing was left of their bodies and confu-
sion surrounded the militant’s fate for much
of the night.

Rescuers had difficulty getting through
the rubble to search for survivors as the
neighbourhood was plunged into darkness.

TME TWES OF INDIA

leader "

Frantic crowds carried
bloodied victims to ambu-
lances.

Gideon Meir, an Israeli
{ spokesman, said the Jew-
ish state was committed to
the peace process but de-
¢ fended the operation to
kill Shehade. “In order for

= '8 Dpeace to prevail we must

eradicate terrorism,” he
Salah Shehade said on CNN.

Shehade, founder and head of the Ezze-
dine al-Qassam Brigades, was one of Israel’s
most wanted men. He had been held in an Is-
raeli prison from 1984 to 1998.

Nabil Abu Rudeina, Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat’s top adviser, said the authori-
ty would appeal to the UN Security Council
within 24 hours.

The air strike soured a day that had start-
ed out with a series of encouraging moves by
both Palestinians and Israelis as a follow-up
to Saturday’s meeting of senior officials that
discussed a wide range of humanitarian and
security issues. Palestinian and Israeli offi-
cials said the two sides were also discussing
a new Palestinian security initiative that
could lead to a staged Israeli w1thdrawa1
from re-occupied zones.

United Nations secretary general Kofi An-
nan has condemned the Israeli attack on
Gaza Strip. In a statement issued here, he
called on Israel to halt such actions and to
conduct itself in a “manner that is fully con-
sistent with international humanitarian
law.” Israel, he said, clearly failed to live up to
its “legal and moral” responsibility to take
all measures to avoid losses of innocent civil-
ians by targeting a residential apartment in
a missile strike.

Meanwhile, an official from the radical Is-
lamic group said that Salah Shehade was not
killed in the Israeli air strike. The official
told a crowd gathered in front of Gaza city’s
Al- Shifa hospital that the Hamas leader was
not among the 11 people killed when an Is-
raeli F-16 warplane destroyed or damaged
five houses and a warehouse. arp
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Israel ready to pull out
from 2 oc%upled towng)

Jerusal/k Is 'z?e/h foreign minister
g Shimon Peres said
on Menday that
the army was pre-
pared to withdraw
from two West
Bank towns occu-
pied for more than
amonth as long as
- Palestinian securi-
. ty forces were

. ready to take over
Shimon P?'” and prevent at-
tacks against Israel,

In violence on Monday, two Pales-
tinian militants were shot and killed
by Israeli soldiers when they tried to
attack a Jewish settlement in the
southern Gaza Strip, the army said.
Two soldiers were lightly injured ina
clash, the army said. Mosque lond-
speakers in the nearby Palestinian
town of Khan Yunis announced that
the militant Islamic Jehad group car-
ried out the attack.

Also, Israeli authorities have
agreed to allow the reopening of the
office of the leading Palestinian offi-
cial in east Jerusalem, Sari Nus-

seibeh. The police closed his officeg

two weeks ago, alleging that Nus-
seibeh, the president of Al-Quds Uni-
vers1ty, had violated peace accords by
engagmg in Palestinian pohtlcal ac-
tivity in Jerusalem.

Nusseibeh, who is also the chief
representative of the Palestine Lib-
eration Organisation in Jerusalem,
said he signed a document on Mon-
day agreeing not take part in politics.
The Palestinians want east

Jerusalem for the capital of a future

from the West Bank towns of Hebron
and Bethlehem if Palestinian securi-
ty took control.

“We really want to get out of there
as soon as (Palestinian) security is
deployed,” Mr Peres told Israel Ra-
dio. He did not say when a with-
drawal might take place. Israel has
troops in seven of the eight major
Palestinian cities and towns in the
West Bank, including Hebron and
Bethlehem. The soldiers moved in af-
ter two suicide bomb attacks in
Jerusalem more than a month ago.
But Jericho, which has been quiet
through most of the Palestinian up-
rising, is the one West Bank town
that has not been occupied.

The Israeli army was prepared to al-

Jow residents in Hebron and Bethle-

hem to go back to travel more freely,

“ Mr Peres said, though he did not elab-

orate. The army-imposed curfew was
lifted for the day on Monday in several
Palestinian towns, including Hebron.
But it remained in effect in Bethle-
hem. The curfew has confined some
700,000 Palestinians to their homes for
much of the past month, keeping them
jobs and largely shutting down
e economy, which has been decimat- |
ed by 22 months of fighting. |
The turnaround came after Israeli
legal officials said the relatives could-
't be deported unless they were di-
rectly linked to attacks.
~Israel had hoped to use the depor-

‘tations as a way to deter potential

suicide bombers, but the internation-
al commqmty criticised the proposal

state, while Israel claims sovereignty” @n& U

over the entire city. Mganwh&e,Mr:g,

Peres confirmed Palestinian reports
that Israel had offered to withdraw

“Tm(f WO

“not 'Justlfy measures that ‘amount to
collective punishments.” »p ¢
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EVEN AS THE U.S. administration, on Israel’s in-
stigation, appears close to achieving a “regime
change” in the Palestinian Authority, the futility
of the efforts to sideline Yasser Arafat has become
all the more glaring. The U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, and even more gratingly Israel’s
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, have now said they
can accept Mr. Arafat continuing as the symbolic
President of the Palestinian Authority provided
effective executive power is handed over to a
Prime Minister. Mr. Arafat has indicated that he
would be willing to appoint a Prime Minister as
early as the beginning of next year provided the
Palestinians are able to set up a state by then.
Bargaining on the conditions and modalities by
which a revamp of the Authority’s upper echelons
is to be achieved may continue for a while but Mr.
Arafat’s signal suggests that the arrival at such an
outcome might only be a matter of time. What
underlines the futility of the entire exercise is the
fact that Mr. Arafat will continue to be, by far, the
most influential personality in the Palestinian
state and society and no Prime Minister appoint-
ed by him will be able to exercise power free from
his supervision.

For all that, it is a major demand being made of
the Palestinians (and a major concession under
contemplation by them) that the man they voted
into the presidency with an overwhelming man-
date and in an election supervised by several
groups of international observers should have his
powers and functions re-defined under external
pressure. Stray signs of the possible withdrawal of
Israeli troops from the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank town of Jericho cannot really be considered
as quid pro quo for the political concession the
Palestinians seem ready to make since the Israeli
military incursions in these areas were not signif-
icant relative to their excesses in the rest of the
West Bank. A major overhaul of the upper eche-
lons of the Palestinian Authority as is being con-

\O
A FUTILE EXERCISE o

templated should be at least baldnced with a
complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from Pal-
estinian-populated areas. This is necessary not
only to meet the needs of reciprocity and equi-
table treatment. It is also a measure that has to be
taken in order to mitigate the fundamental condi-
tions that breed the emotional context in which
suicide bombings and other forms of terror take
place. The U.S. administration alone has bought
the Israeli argument that the phenomenon of ter-
ror thrives in the Palestinian territories only be-
cause Mr, Arafat and his Authority nurture and
encourage it. The rest of the international com-
munity recognises that Israel’s re-occupation of
the territories, its use of excessive force and the
subjugation and humiliation of the Palestinians is
the primary condition that sustains the emotional
context that breeds suicide bombers. If one sup-
posed cause for terrorism is to be addressed then
surely the real cause should be addressed as well.

A phase which might well end with Mr. Arafat
being shifted “upstairs” will not be the end of the
story. Mr. Sharon has worked consistently on a
programme of advancing propositions that are
initially unacceptable to the international com-
munity and then waiting for time and circum-
stance to erode the resistance to it. Shifting Mr.
Arafat to the presidency might well be the prelude
to another phase where he is accused of “illeg-
itimately” interfering in the affairs of the Authority
— and it would be unnatural for Mr. Arafat not to
wield his influence — and thereby to the re-ad-
vancement of the proposition that he should be
expelled from the territories. Mr. Sharon will have
every reason to be satisfied if the Palestinians are
pushed into a perennial leadership crisis since the
redressal of their genuine grievances can then be
postponed that much longer. Such an outcome is
surely not in the interests of the U.S. adminis-
tration or the global community. It is certainly not
in the interests of a lasting peace in West Asi
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/ WEST ASIA / TWIN SUICIDE BOMBINGS IN TNV

Arafat ties PM

\C\ (7( By Atul Aneja 5(\9 \A

MANAMA \BAHRAIN), JULY 18. Israel is to freeze
plans to lift some restrictions on Palesti-
nians following Wednesday's double sui-
cide bomb attack in Tel Aviv that killed
three bystanders and injured about 40 oth-
ers. The resumption of suicide attacks after
a brief lull is a setback to recent efforts to
resume the stalled dialogue between Israel
and the Palestinians.

Analysts, however, say that the incidents
are likely to delay but not derail a new
round of negotiations that revolve around
the future of the Palestinian Authority lead-
er, Yasser Arafat, and the question of re-
forms in the PA. The withdrawal of Israeli
forces from Palestinian territories will also
figure prominently in these negotiations.

The political future of Mr. Arafat, howev-
er, is currently, the main subject of discus-
sions. Various players, including the
Palestinians, Israelis, Americans and the
Europeans are looking at a formulation that
will see the sidelining of Mr. Arafat without
humiliating him. This would mean a role
for Mr. Arafat as a figurehead president of
the PA with real powers being transferred
to a Prime Minister acceptable to both the
Israelis and the Americans.

The idea of a figurehead president has
gained momentum recently. In fact, the
Palestinian Cabinet Minister, Nabil Shaath,
said on Wednesday that Mr. Arafat was
considering the appointment of a prime
minister to share the running of day-to-day
government once a Palestinian state is de-
clared. Significantly, the Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Ariel Sharon, is also not opposed to a
figurehead role for Mr. Arafat in a new Pal-
estinian dispensation. The U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, in a televised interview

post to creation

of state

Unidentifled foreign workers look at the scene of a Palestinian suicide
bombing in Tel Aviv on Thursday. — Reuters

on Monday, had said that the creation of
the post of president for Mr. Arafat and the
appointment of another Palestinian leader
as Prime Minister was a formula “I would
be. more than willing to consider”.

While the proposal has its backers, the
timing of such an appointment is likely to
be crucial.

Mr. Arafat has linked the appointment of
a prime minister to the creation of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state at the beginning
of next year. The U.S. and Israel, however,
disagree. In fact, the U.S. is looking at the
establishment of a provisional Palestinian
state that would include 42 per cent of West
Bank and two-thirds of Gaza, possibly by

the end of next year. A full-fledged Palesti-
nian state with fixed borders could only
emerge by 2005.

Notwithstanding the differences, Mr.
Arafat’s announcement does provide the
basis for a possible deal with Washington
that might see an end to the U.S. boycott of
him. Meanwhile, the Israelis are consider-
ing a road map that will see an incremental
withdrawal from the Occupied Territories.
According to the Israeli daily Haaretz, the
Israelis could first withdraw from Gaza and
Jericho, provided the Palestinian security
establishment takes charge, detains extre- .
mist leaders and alerfs Israel about terrorist |
threats.
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n the reoccupicd
IWcst Bank town of
Hebron, an activist *
in Yasser Arafat’s Al
Fatah, a graduate of
Isracli prisons, said the
other day: “I gave up
my dream of the
whole of Palestine for
the sake of the Oslo
accord. And what did 1
get? Corruption, no

democracy. sccurity  Symbol but aspiring successors
services abusing and  biding their time and the Palestin
blackmailing our

people. And now I'm

getting Isracli soldiers
invading my town and

the Palestinian Authority is
doing nothing to protect me.”
The middic-aged Palestinian
was talking privately. among
friends but such criticism is
being voiced more and more
openly. And dissenters are no
longer afraid to point a finger at
Mr Arafat and to challenge his
decisions in the streets of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Khalil Shikaki, a Palestinian
political analyst, told The
Statesman: *Mr Arafat has been
weakened. He has not been
able to control the street, not
been able to control the
violence and not been able to
demonstrate leadership.”

Mr Arafat remains a national
symbol. Aspiring successors, like the former Gaza sceurity
chicf Mohammed Duhlan, arc biding their time. But the
chairman is no longer feared. Isracli tanks have prevented
him leaving his Ramallah compound for the past cight
months. His Palestinian Authority has ceased to function. He
doesn’t have policemen to direct the traffic, let along resist
the Isracli invasion. His disgruntled subjects are having their
say. Muawiva al-Masri, @ member of the Palestinian
Jegistative council, recently accused Mr Arafat of diverting
millions of dollars of foreign aid to bolster his power. Hossam
Khader, another Palestinian MP, protested that the wives and
children of 30 scnior Teaders ~ including Suha Aratat. who
lives in Paris with her daughter - left the Palestinian territories
and “settled with their millions of dollars in Europe and Arab
countries™ when the second Intifada crupted in September,
200)0).

Hundreds of Palestinian sccuritymen marched through
Ramailah and Hebron carly in July against Mr Arafaf’s
dismissal of their commander, Jibril Rajoub. and refused to
serve under his designated successor. Such a rehellion would
have been unthinkable @ vear ago. So would a demonstration
in Gaza by 3.000 unemployed workers who complained that

THE STATESMAM

‘The chair
is creakin

. R I\ //)
V* Yasseér Arafat recﬁams a na}w

chairman is no longer feared,
writes ERIC SILVER

5

A
the leadership had Waxed rich at the
expense of the people. Many
Palestinians, who endured 30 years
of Isracli occupation, arc starting to
blame Mr Arafat and other

It is not how Mr Arafat wants to walk into the sunset. The
question is whether he is now so weakened that he will have
no choice.

(The author s
comespondent.)

The Statesman’s . Jerusalem-based

“outsiders” who
returned from exile
after the 1993 Oslo
accords for failing to
understand what |
makes  Isracl  tick.
“They should  have
known that when you
send people to blow .
themsclves up in cafes |
and bars. itwon’t force
Israclis to book the
next flight out,” said a
veteran Palestinian journalist.
“Isracl was created to achicve
sccurity for the Jews. The
moment you carry a gun or a |
bomb. that’s the red line.”

Mr Arafat has announced a
100-day reform programme,
culminating in elections next
January.  But  Palestinian
sceptics see it as a familiar |
exercise in survival rather than a
readiness for change. “He s
trving to resist American and
domestic pressure to remove
him.”™ argued Khalil Shikaki.
“He fears reform because he
doesn’t want to give up power.”

That power is secping out of
Mr Aratat’s hands. He tried and
failed to marginalise two of the
most credible younger-generation Fatah leaders.
Mohammed Dahlan and Jibril Rajoub, both of
whom have now been promoted within the
seeurity hierarchy. Mr Rajoub. in particular.
showed that he continued to command the
loyalty of his 6.000-man Preventive  Sceurity
Force and their families. despite the fact that he
surrendered  his  besieged  West Bank
headquarters to Isracli troops in April. Where.
then. do Mr Arafat and his unhappy people go
from here? The Americans, backed by Egypt
and Jordan. the two Arab states which signed
peace treaties with Isracl. are looking beyond
the January clections in which Mr Arafat is
unlikelv to face a serious challenge. They think
of a collective feadership, with Mr Arafat’s
supreme role as president of the Palestinian
Authority and chairman ol the Palestine
Liberation - Organisation divided between
figurchead  president. an executive prime
mintster and a PLO chairman drawn from the
dinspora.
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Iraqi House

BAGHDAD, JULY 185, Iraq’s Parlia-
ment condemned the United
States in an extraordinary ses-
sion held on Monday to rally
around the President, Saddam
Hussein, at a time of heightened
expectations that Washington
will soon try to oust the Iraqi
leader.

Members of Iraq’s National
Assembly — all 250 of whom are
required to be either members
of Mr. Hussein’s Baath Party or
nominal independents loyal to
him — pledged full support for
any measures he takes to con-
front American hostility. “The
people of Iraq condemn the
U.S. campaign of aggression
and they are ready to defend the
revolutionary leadership of
Iraq,” said a parliamentary
statement delivered to reporters
after the session.

A Baghdad regime change isa
stated policy of the U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, who ear-
lier this year signed an order
directing the CIA to increase
support to Iraqi dissidents and
permitting CIA and Special
Forces teams to be used against
Mr. Hussein.

The U.S. accuses Iraq of pro-
ducing and stockpiling weap-
ons of mass destruction. Mr.
Bush has warned of unspecified
consequences if Mr. Hussein
does not allow U.N. inspectors
into the country to check for
- prohibited weapons. The parlia-
mentary statement criticised
any U.S. attempt to establish a

pro-American regime, saying:}_
- .——‘—‘—’—“—‘
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Under a photo of the Iraqi President, Saddam. Hussein,

Parliament holds an extraordinary session In
Baghdad on Monday. — AP

“President Saddam Hussein en-
joys full support of the Iraqgi
people, who are able to defeat
the enemy.”

Several lawmakers took turns
questioning Washington's right
to interfere in Iraq's domestic
affairs during the four-hour ses-
sion. “Iraq is a sovereign coun-

try and no one has authorised
the United States to interfere in
its affairs or speak on behalf of
its people,” said Parliament
member Sajidha al-Mossawi.
The only member absent on
Monday was Mr. Hussein’s son,
Odai. A working paper was pre-
sented in Mr. Odai Hussein's

Iraqi dissident groups
set up military council

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JULY 15. Iraqi dissidents
in Britain have decided to step
up their support for the U.S.-
backed moves to topple the
President, Saddam Hussein, by
setting up a 15-member military
council consisting of former Ira-
qi officers, including the Wash-
ington-based Brig. Najib al
Salhi, who fancies himself as the
next potential leader of Iraq.

The council, set up after a
three-day conference of dis-
parate dissident groups here
over the weekend, would mobil-
ise the “rebels” in the Iraqi ar-
my and encourage them to
support any U.S. military inter-
vention, widely expected early
next year.

Though the conference open-
ly called for “foreign assistance”
to overthrow Mr. Hussein, there
were differences over the extent

of foreign involvement with del-

m—

egates favouring a limited inter-
vention  rather  than a
large-scale “invasion” which,
they feared, could cause civilian
casualties and trigger a back-
lash.

The spokesman for the mil-
itary council, Tawfil al-Yassiri,
said a working group had al-
ready been appointed to estab-
lish contact with potential
dissidents in the Iraqi army and
help them prepare the ground
for overthrowing Mr. Hussein.
He insisted that the new move-
ment, though spearheaded by
former military officers, was
committed to replacing the
Saddam Hussein regime with a
“democratic civilian” govern-
ment. He echoed the view,
strongly voiced during the con-
ference, that it would be a mis-
take to replace the present
regime with simply another mil-
itary dictatorship.

i
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gondemns U.S. threats

name in which he said he ex-
pected the U.S. campaign to in-
tensify against Iraq. He also
warned neighbouring Jordan
not to aid the U.S. effort.

“Jordan should be made to
understand, regarding econom-
ic relations, that Iraq shall take a
different position than in the
past if it participates in an ag-
gression on Iraq,” the paper
said without elaborating.

Jordan, Iraq’s fourth-largest
trading partner, relies on Bagh-
dad to meet its daily needs of
about 105,000 barrels of crude
oil and 15,000 barrels of petro-
leum products. In exchange,
Jordan sends agricultural and
pharmaceutical goods to Iraq.

Jordan has denied recent
Arab and Western media re-
ports suggesting it would let
U.S. troops use Jordanian air
bases if Washington attacks
Iraq. As recently as Saturday,
the Jordanian Government reit-
erated its rejection of any out-
side military action or other
interference in Iraqi affairs.

In the past couple of years,
Iraq has taken strides toward
mending fences with its Arab
neighbours, most of whom sid-
ed with the U.S. in the Gulf War
that followed Iraq’'s 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait. Among ordinary
Arabs, Iraq has successfully por-
trayed itself as a victim of U.S.
might.

Mr. Odai Hussein also
warned that any U.S. attacks
would be launched from Turkey
and Iran. — AP
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WEST ASIA / THREE SETS OF PROPOSALS
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Quartet meet to dlscuss Arafat future

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JULY 15. The
political future of the Palesti-
nian Authority president, Yasser
Arafat, is likely to top the agen-
da at tomorrow’s meeting be-
tween the United States, Russia,
the European Union and the
United Nations. The meeting
was called to discuss the Amer-
ican President, George Bush'’s
plan to find a political solution
to the crisis in West Asia.

The quartet, which is expect-
ed to act as intermediaries be-
tween the Israelis and the
Palestinians in the coming days,
is set to debate three sets of pro-
posals on Mr. Arafat’s political
future. The Israelis are insistent
that Mr. Arafat should be un-
seated right away. Israel accuses
Mr. Arafat of supporting terror
attacks on its citizens, a charge
that the Palestinians hotly deny.
The Bush administration has till
now appeared to be agreeing
with the Israeli view. But under
increasing pressure from the
Europeans and its key Arab
friends, the U.S. may rethink its
attitude towards the Palestinian
leader.

The second proposal that the
quartet is expected to debate
emerges from Europe. The Ger-
man Foreign Minister, Joschka
Fischer, has proposed that the
Palestine Authority could ap-
point a Prime Minister with real
powers to push reforms till elec-

A CRYING NEED: Unemployed Palestinian workers demand
food during a protest in front of the U.N. refugee
headquarters in Gaza City on Monday. — AP

tions are held in January. In oth-
er words, the Europeans, to
minimise the humiliation for
him, want Mr. Arafat to emerge
as a figurehead leader. The U.S.
is considering this proposal se-
riously, as was evident in re-
marks by the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, in a recent
television interview. Incidental-
ly, Mr. Powell will head Tues-
day’s talks that are being held at
the Foreign Ministerial level.
The Arabs, especially the
Egyptians, have mooted a third
plan. The Egyptian President,

Hosni Mubarak, believes that
Mr. Arafat is still relevant and
that he is the only Palestinian
leader of stature who can push
through a peace deal with the
Israelis that may involve major
compromises. In other words,
dumping Mr. Arafat right now
may not be smartest of moves.
Egypt has demanded that Israel
should withdraw quickly from
the Palestinian occupied terri-
tories. The Foreign Ministers of
Egypt and Jordan have been in-
vited for tomorrow’s talks.

The setting of a timetable for

the creation of a Palestinian
state after a new set of Palesti-
nian leaders has emerged is
likely to be a topic of discussion
at the New York meeting. The
meeting may also discuss the
possibility of creating a provi-
sional Palestinian state by the
end of next year. Two years after
that a full-fledged Palestinian
state with fixed borders could
be formalised.

Tuesday's meeting has been
preceded by hectic behind-the-
scenes diplomatic activity. Mr.
Arafat has writjen to Mr. Powell
setting out his views on Palesti-
nian reforms. In fact, the Pal-
estinians have already
appointed new Interior and Fi-
nance Ministers and changed
their security chief as well. Mr.
Arafat has appointed a new Na-
tional Security Adviser, who is
acceptable both to the Ameri-
cans and the Israelis. Israel, on
its part, is engaging Egypt, who
has considerable influence on
the Palestinians, to press for the
immediate removal of Mr.
Arafat. !

The Israeli Defence Minister, |
Benjamin Ben-Eliezer, who be-
longs to the centre-left Labour
party, is in Alexandria today for
talks with Hosni Mubarak. Mr.
Powell is expected to discuss
the fallout of the quartet meet- |
ing with Arab Foreign Ministers, |
led by Saudi Arabia’s Prince !
Saud al-Faisal, in Washington
next Wednesday.
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~Iraqi groups plan

~Saddam ouster

Q‘/‘/ By Hasan Suroor ”() 4“there is life for them after Sad-

LONDON, JULY 13. Over 200 Iraqi
Opposition leaders, including
several high-profile former ar-
my officers, have gathered here
to discuss an alternative to Pres-
ident Saddam Hussein’s regime
in a move that is widely seen as
a precursor to
U.S. military
intervention. in
Iraq.

Officials
from White
House, the
Pentagon and
the U.S. State
Department
are also attend-
ing the three-
day conference
as observers. A
surprise visitor
on Friday was
the former
Crown Prince
Hassan of Jor-
dan and
though he does not represent
the Jordanian Government, ob-
servers said his presence was
likely to embarrass Jordan
which struggled much of this
week to deny reports that it sup-
ported U.S. plans for a military
attack on Baghdad.

The Prince insisted that he
had come simply to say “hello
to my friends” and had “no
agenda”. But the Iraqgi opposi-
tion groups seized on his pres-
ence to claim wider support for
their aims. “Prince Hassan is a
member of the Jordanian royal
family. He is a friend of the Iraqi
people and supports the Iraqi
people in their quest for their
freedom,” a leader of the main
Opposition group, the Iraqgi Na-
tional Congress, was quoted as
saying..

The conference, described as
a “historic”’ show of Iraqi oppo-
sition unity, would discuss ways
to instigate an internal revolt
against President Saddam Hus-
sein. On the top of the agenda is
the role of the armed forces in
overthrowing his regime which,
one delegate claimed, would
not last more than a “week or
two” in the event of a U.S. mil-
itary attack.

The INC leader, Dr. Ahmed
Chalabi, said the conference in-
tended to send out a message to
soldiers in the Iraqi army that

dam”. Helsaid former military
generals, attending the meet-
ing, wanted Iraqi troops to “par-
ticipate in the liberation of Iraq
or stay home when the thing
takes place”. Dr. Chalabi was
once America’s favourite oppo-
sition leader, but his reputation

Sheik Mohammed Mohammed Ali (wearing
turban), a member of the lraqgi National
Coalition party, sits alongside Crown Prince
Hassan of Jordan as they attend the INC
Military Alliance meet in London on Friday.
has taken a beating amid allega-
tions that he received “mil-

lions” of  dollars from
Americans.
Even as the conferences

stressed the Iraqi army’s key
role in stirring up a revolt
against President Saddam Hus-
sein, the dominant view was op-
posed to army rule in a
post-Saddam Iraq. Most leaders
made clear that they wanted a
democratic regime to succeed
President Saddam Hussein.
“We don’t want to replace one
dictator with another,” one se-
nior opposition figure said.

Among the former army gen-
erals who evoked much interest
was Brig Najib-al-Salihi who de-
fected to the West in 1995 after
he was suspected to have been
involved in a coup plot against
President Saddam Hussein. He
claimed that the Iraqi Military
Alliance-an umbrella group of
exiled Iraqi army officers-had
support within the Iraqi army.
“They are ready to support an
intervention from outside and
establish-a democratic govern-
ment,” he said.

Observers were sceptical
whether the conference would
yield any concrete plan but said
the fact that the normally frac-
tious Iraqi opposition groups
had come together at all was
good for their morale.
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“Differences persist

~%) on Iraq, PA"

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, JULY 10. As key players,
including the United States,
Russia, the European Union
and the United Nations get
ready for a major brainstorming
session on the Palestinian ques-
tion and Iraq, hectic internal
consultations are continuing to
narrow  down  differences
among them.

Jordan’s King Abdullah has
met the Russian President, Vla-
dimir Putin, in Moscow on
Tuesday — a move that is seen
here as significant as the two
countries have expressed their
reservations about “regime
change” both in Iraq and the
Palestinian Authority (PA).

Foreign Ministers from Jor-
dan and Egypt are also expected
to join the quartet meeting that
is slated for July 15 in New York.
Despite its proximity to the
United States, Jordan has seri-
ous reservations about the
Washington’s much-publicised
military plans on Iraq.

Significantly, responding to
media reports, Amman has re-
jected the use of its soil for
mounting air strikes on Iraq.
The Jordanian Information
Minister, Mohammad Al Ad-
wan, said on Monday that “we
refuse to be a launching pad for
any act against our brotherly
State Iraq or the use of our soil
and airspace to attain this ob-

- \2‘
Wi

jective”. Jordan'’s disinclingtion
to join forces against Iraq is
partly driven by economic con-
siderations, as Baghdad is its
foremost trading partner.

Seeking support for his re-
cently espoused West Asian
peace initiative, the U.S. Presi-
dent, George Bush, spoke on
Tuesday over telephone with
the Saudi Crown Prince, Abdul-
lah bin Abdulaziz, and the Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon.

Incidentally, Israel has ap-
pointed a new army chief, who
is set to receive his first intelli-
gence briefing on the state of
play in Palestinian territories
later in the day.

With the new U.S. led initia-
tive on West Asia gathering mo-
mentum, Syria which Israel
accuses of harbouring Hizbul-
lah and Islamic Jihad training
camps that target it appears to
have been put on notice.

The head of the U.S. Senate
intelligence committee, Bob
Graham, who had recently vis-
ited Damascus told CNN that
the U.S. should lead an air cam-
paign against Syria, in case
these camps were not closed.
The U.N. Secretary General, Ko-
fi Annan, has also spoken to the
Syrian President, Bashar al-As-
sad, over télephone on Tuesday
ahead of the quartet meeting.
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/Security chiefs turn down
Arafat choice of leader

Jerusalem, July 6

PALESTINIAN SECURITY
chiefs on Saturday rejected
Yasser Arafat’s choice for a new
West Bank leader for their
forces, increasing pressure on
the Palestinian President at
home as he faces intense US
calls for reform.

Palestinian sources said at a
meeting in Ramallah, more
than 100 top security officials
refused to accept Arafat’s ap-
pointment of Zuhair Manasra
as preventive security chief in
place of Jibril Rajoub.

While it was unlikely that the
call from Rajoub loyalists would
force Arafat to retract his dis-
missal, the rejection was an un-
usual form of dissent against the
Palestinian leader from within
his own security services.

Salah Tamaizi, head of pre-
ventive security in Ramallah,
said the opposition was direct-
ed not just at ouster of Rajoub,
who has often been cited as a
potential successor to Arafat,
but at his replacement by a po-
litical appointment. Manasra
was formerly the Governor of
the West Bank city of Jenin.

“We hope the President will

2
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—

AN ISRAELI tank machine-
gunned a taxi in the Gaza
Strip on Saturday, killing a
woman passenger and her
two-year-old daughter, Pales-
tinians said.

Another passenger in the
taxi, Jamal Ismail, 29, said
the car came under fire just
after passing Netzarim junc-
tion near an Israeli settle-
ment. He said he heard 44-
year-old Randa Hindi scream
as the driver sped away.

“When I looked back, I saw
a very horrible scene I can
never forget. The woman and

\ Mother, toddler killed in Israeli attack

her baby were in a pool of
blood,” Ismail said. The
deaths were confirmed by Dr
Ahmed Rabeh, spokesman
for al-Agsa hospital in Deir
Balah. The army denied
there was any Israeli firing
in the area. Earlier on Satur-
day in the Gaza Strip, Pales-
tinian security officials said
a 44-year-old man, Subhi
Shurab, was killed by Israeli
gunfire while walking from
the southern Gaza city of
Khan Yunis to his home just
outside town.

AE Gaza City

change his mind about Rajoub,
and even if he wants to replace
Jibril, he should choose some-
one from within the ranks of the
Preventive Security force,”
Tamaizi said.

Many members of the inter-
national community have
called on the Palestinian Au-
thority to overhaul its institu-
tions to root out alleged corrup-

tion and halt violence in a 21-
month-old Palestinian uprising
against Israeli occupation.
Israel and the United States
have gone further, urging the
Palestinian people to replace
Arafat as their leader in elec-
tions called for January next
year. Arafat is widely expected
to be re-elected.
Reuters
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“Israel targets settlers now

110 settlements\\

to go, more will
follow: Minister

SRAEL has said it will

uproot ten rogue Jewish

outposts in the West

Bank on Sunday, setting
the stage for possible con-
frontation with militant settlers
even as a bomb blew up on a
train line near the central<city
of Lod, lightly wounding three
and causing minor-damage to
acarriage of a passing train, of-
ficials said.

Earlier, Defense Minister
Binyamin. Ben-Eliezer
promised that 10 settlements
will be removed by the end of
the day and that another 10
will disappear in coming days.
Negotiations with settlement
leaders were reportedly un-
derway. The settlements are
remote outposts of estab-
lished' settlements, often no
more than clusters of mobile
homes flying Isracli flags on
West Bank.

Though small, the out-
posts constitute an emotion-
ally charged issue for both
Palestinians - and - Israelis.
While Palestinians consider

BARBARA DEMICK
JERUSALEM, JUNE 30

them an affront to their sover-
eignty, Israelis resent the bur-
den they pose on the army.
“These outposts have féw
people in them, which is a se-
curity threat of the first de-
gree,” Ben-Eliezer said on Is-
raeli television on Saturday.
He promised to start the
demolitions at a meeting of

Baby _dlsgulsed asa sulclde
bomber was a joke: Grandpa

8 HEBRON: The grandfather of a
Palestinian baby who was pho-
tographed in a suicide bomber’s cos-
tume replete with fake explosives, am-
-munition belt and
headband has said the disguise was a
joke. Initially denying the baby in the
i photograph — which was splashed
across the front pages of Israeli news-
papers and international television
networks — was his grandson, Red-
wan Abu Turki finally admitted he was
related to the child.
Redwansmdhlsson,NaderAbuTurkn, hasbeenonthe nm
since the Army surrounded, burnt and searched the family’s
home last week seeking to arrest him for his involvement with
Hamas. The Army said it found the baby’s photograph in a
family album while looking for a current picture 6f Nader. The
Ammy distributed the photograph to the media. Military offi-
cials said they also found an assault rifle, grenades and explosives
during the sweep of the house. Israeli newspaper headlines
read “Terror in Diapers” and “Bom to Kill” over the picture of
the baby, who appeared tobe 12- to 18-months-old. .

red Hamas

—AP

pease critics within. Defense
Ministry officials said the min-
ister hoped to reach an agree-
ment with the settlers before
the army moved iri.

Defense Ministry officials
said that the minister hoped to
reach an agreement with the
settlers before the army
moved in with bulldozers.

Peace Now, an Israeli
group that opposes settle-
ments, released a report say-
ing that at least 44 new set-
tlements have  been
established since Sharon was
elected last year.

The outpost settlements
are most vulnerable to attack
by Palestinian militants be-
cause they are often located
outside perimeter fences.
Residents of the outpost com-
munijties are considered the
most ideological and radical

~ -ofthe settlers.

the Labor Party which he
heads. He is facing criticism
from some party members
who believe that Labor has

coalition with Sharon.

On Saturday, prominent
settler leader Hasdai Eliezer
chastised Ben-Eliezer for a
“political act” designed to ap-

NI

lost credibility because of its -

Amiram Goldblum, a set-
tlement expert with Peace
Now, said removing the out-
posts might address some
Labor Party complaints
about Ben-Eliezer, it would
do little to address the larger
problem of the settlements.
“It’s not even a drop in the
bucket. More like a drop in
the well,” he said. Roughly
200,000 people live in 145
settlements in the West Bank
and Gaza. —LATWP



Jerusalem: Defence minis-
ter Binyamin Ben-Eliezer or-
dered Jewish settlers to re-
move 10 rogue outposts in the
West Bank on Sunday, draw-
ing fire from settlement lead-
ers who accused him of re-
warding a Palestinian upris-
ing.

While Ben-Eliezer took
aim at the illegal settlements,
the army eased its West Bank
clampdown slightly when it
lifted a curfew in Bethlehem.
But hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians remained
confined to homes elsewhere.

Ben-Eliezer has spear-
headed the army’s current
reoccupation of seven West
Bank cities in response to
two Palestinian suicide
bombings that killed 26 peo-

Rogue settlig:gael ésm » st @0‘

Analysts said his move
against settler caravans,
whose proliferation have
helped inflame Palestinians,
aimed at defusing a backlash
over the West Bank offensive
brewing in his left-wing
Labour Party ahead of a par-
ty meeting starting on Mon-
day.

In a weekend speech to
Labour Party activists, Ben-
Eliezer said: “By the end
of...(Sunday), 10 outposts
must come down. I intend to
dismantle another 10 and
continue with (the policy).”

He told “Channel One” tel-
evision that he chose the out-
posts because they had few
people and were too vulnera-
ble to attack. The umbrella

fHE TIMES OF DI

Israel

c1l of Jewish
settlements blasted his deci-
sion as a “reward and en-
couragement for terrorism,”
after 21 months of bloodshed
in the Palestinian uprising
against occupation. Deputy
defence minister Dalia Ra-
bin-Pelossof told Israel Radio
that settlers had agreed to
take down the first 10 desig-
nated outposts by Monday,
and another 10 in commg
days.

“If they do not, 1 under-
stand from the defence min-
ister that he has signalled he
will evacuate them by force,”
she said. Officials declined to
say which outposts were on
the hit list. The settlers were
tight-lipped as to how they,
would respond. reuters
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THE U.S. PRESIDENT, George W. Bush, has re-
ally shocked the global community by project-
ing an outrageously one-sided ‘vision’ of ‘peace’
in West Asia. Not the least of the distortions that
his own laser-beam focus on West Asia exposes
is the arrogant manner in which he has called
upon the Palestinians to jettison Yasser Arafat
as their leader. Mr. Arafat was, in fact, chosen
through a political process with strong demo-
cratic overtones that stood a credible interna-
tional scrutiny several years ago. At the present
moment, Mr. Bush may not have openly identi-
fied Mr. Arafat by name as the arch-villain of a
newly unfolding tragedy of political terrorism
that relates to the Palestinian people and Israel.
However, the U.S. President has made it abun-
dantly clear that he will not settle for anything
less than a definitive vote by the Palestinians to
consign Mr. Arafat to the scrap heap of history.
The U.S. is virtually blaming him for the cam-
paign of expansionist militarism which Israel is
inflicting upon all Palestinians at this point in a
brazen act of “self-defence”. The Israeli Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon, wants the world to ac-
knowledge that he is acting within the bounds
of international law even as he seems to punish

_ the entire Palestinian people for the heinous

crimes being committed by some among them.
‘What Mr. Bush has now done is to endorse, or at

. least gloss over, Mr. Sharon’s argument that
+ there can be a military solution to prevent any

future shock of a greater terrorist threat to Is-

. rael, In doing so, the U.S. President does not

seem to have reckoned that his own military

. campaign against the Al-Qaeda terrorist net-

- work has not so far produced any decisive ‘vic-

tory’ over the terrorist mafia.

In seeking to dictate how the Palestinians .

should cooperate with Israel, Mr. Bush has
sought to draw a lopsided road map for ‘peace’
in West Asia as regards the most intractable of
the several disputes that haunt the region. The

FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 2002

DICTATING A ‘PEACE;)@GENDA W\

Palestinians haVe been bluntly told of a set of
dos and don'ts that alone would be acceptable
to Washington, Significant, too, is the fact that
the Bush hypothesis of peace is short on what
Israel should do to match any moves by the Pal-
estinians to tame the explicit political terrorism
that emanates from their territories. An unbal-
anced approach of this magnitude may even un-
dermine the basic consensus among the Israelis
and the Palestinians that has allowed the U.S. to
play the peace broker with any degree of seri-
ousness. The relevant consensus may not pos-
sess the diplomatic legitimacy of a bilateral
accord between these two West Asian parties,
but it is the only framework in place.

Mr. Bush’s indictment, which borders on a fi-
nal verdict that Mr. Arafat cannot be Israel’s
peace-partner, has not caused an instant back-
lash against the United States. The Palestinian
people, including Mr. Arafat himself, seem de-
termined to answer the American President
through ‘democratic’ means. A future election,
which was being considered by the Palestinians
even before Washington’s latest intervention,
has now been quickly confirmed and set for Ja-
nuary. Mr. Bush may find himself confronted by
two possibilities in the present Palestinian con-
text. While his condemnation of Mr. Arafat
could even catalyse his re-election on the crest
of a sympathy wave, the other possibility is that
the proposed election might be won or even sto-
len by the most radicalised ‘jehadi’ elements.
Obviously, either of these results will be a nega-
tion of Mr. Bush’s skewed ‘vision’. Mr. Sharon
has been campaigning, for some time, against
Mr. Arafat by portraying his politics as the pre-
scription for a Palestinian ‘terrorist-state’. It is
against this backdrop that Mr. Bush has clearly
failed to encourage the anti-terror reformists
within the Palestinian society angl to address the
sensitivities of not only the Isradlis but also the .
Palestinians. /

THE HINIDO

28 Jun 20



v

.~ WEST ASIA / FATE OF MILITANTS INSIDE UNKNOWN

Hebron of@ms gestr

HEBRON (WEST BANK), JUNE 29.

With a pair of thunderous 20 wanted men, and let the rest

night-time explosions, Israel
destroyed the hulking Palesti-
nian municipal and security
headquarters in this West Bank
city on Saturday, but mystery
surrounded the fate of 15 armed
Palestinians that Israel claimed
were holed up inside.

The two controlled explo-
sions ended the four-day siege
and left mounds of smouldering
rubble where the four-storey
building had stood on a hilltop
overlooking Hebron.

Israeli  soldiers moved
through the debris looking for
bodies, but as of Saturday after-
noon, had found only weapons
and ammunition, the army said.
About a dozen soldiers on foot
walked through the rubble and
guarded the site, while a pair of
bulldozers tore down the few
remaining walls that survived
the explosions.

More than 100 Palestinians
came out of the building on
Tuesday and Wednesday, the
first two days of the siege.

Many were police officers.

The army sai arrested ab

DRESSED TO KILL?: In this
Israeli Army hand-out, a
Palestinian baby is seen

dressed as a suicide bomber

with a headband bearing the
name of the Hamas. The
photo was found in the house
of a wanted person in the
West Bank on
Thursday. — AP

go. No Palestinians emerged af-

ter Wednesday, but Israel insist-

yed

about 15 wanted
ﬂltants were still inside until
the end.

A top Palestinian securit+ he
believed all the Palestinians had
left the compound before it was
blown up.

The first blast, set off late on
Friday night, sent sparks into
the sky and brought down
about a quarter of the building,
witnesses said.

The army said it rigged the
part of the headquarters where
it believed the wanted men
were still hiding.

The second explosion, at
around 3 a.m. (local time) on
Saturday, was even more pow-
erful and brought down virtual-
ly all that was left of the
building.

The Hebron compound, used
in the past as a base for British,
Jordanian and Israeli forces,
had housed offices of the Pal-
estinian Authority’s local Gov-
ernor and security forces.

Its location on a hilltop with
the city spreading out all
around it made its absence all
the more stark. . — AP/
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7 Blair-Bush rift over
< role of Arafat “

The Times, London

CALGARY WASHINGTON,
Junc 27, — Prime Minister Tony
Blair und President Bush had
their first serious public disa-
greement yesterday when Mr
Biair sthod firm on the Palesti-
ninns’ right to re-elect Mr Yass-
er Arafat as their leader.

Amid signs that international
miszivings could be forcing the
US administration to <often its
demand for Mr Arafad's remov-
abl. Mr Bush and Mr Blair set out
ther ditfering positions at an
un omlortable press briefing at
the GS summit in Alberta.

Yhe two neen first bumped in-
o cach other at 7a.n. in the gym
al tie Rocky Mouniain resort of
Karianaskis, As both men poun-
de treadmills, and Mr Blair lif-
tev we ahis. they beaan their dis-
ctstons of the Mildle East and
th-n continued th'm at a more
foral ifateral s vion.

Sitting side by v e at a subse-
quent press bric{ing. Mr Bush in-
st ed tnat he “meant what he sai-
d7 in his rose garden speech this
week when he aiarmed world

THE STATESMAR

Israel pounds
Hebron

-

JERUSALEM, June 27. —Is-
racli forces fired missiles at the
Hebron headquarters of Pales-
tinien Authority today, with two
Apache helicopters strafing the
“mogataa” for the second day.
Ground troops -peppered the
white-stone edif.ce with heavy
machine gun fire. The forces
urged the Palestinians holed up
to surrender. — AP '

opinion by calling for Mr Arafat’s
removal. Significantly, he did not
repeat that demand, but by say-
ing that “thiere needs to be new
in- titutions, new constitutions
and clections” he appeared 1o
suogest that America might have
1> change its position if Mr Ara-
far wins the January polls that
were announced yesterday by the
Palestinian Authority.

Mr Blair’s spokesman made
no attempt to disguise the disa-
greement when he called the
tatks as “a frank and open dis-

cussion in which both sides were
completely uninhibited™,

My Blair told the bricting:
is for the Palestinians to clect the
peeple they choose to elect... ltis
not a question of saying we are
2oitz 1o tell people who they
clxet o not. That is for them™.
But he did agree that if progress
was going to be be made “we
have to have Palestinian leader-
ship that is serious about peace
and rejects and resists terrorism™,

In Washington. Gen Colin Po-
well reinforced the impression
that the US administration was
backing down when he addressed
the likelihood that the Palestini-
ans would re-clect Mr Arafat.
Gen Powell said he was “trying
now {0 not give up on anybody”,
and that Wishington was looking
to see the Palesunian elections
produccd “a number of feaders™
and a “leadership arrangement”
that dispersed power away from
“one person”. His  language
raised the possibility of the USA
deating with newly-clected Pales-
tintans given responsibility for
arcas such as finance, secutity
and domestic aid. while Mt Ara-
fat retained a titular role.
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-~ W. ASIA / ISRAEL TO CRACK DOWN ON HAMAS

Arafat under sie

).

RAMALLAH, JUNE 24. Israeli tanks
encircled the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat’s badly damaged
headquarters and bulldozers
built earthen barricades in the
streets as the army seized con-
trol of Ramallah early on Mon-
day in its expanding West Bank
invasion.

The Israeli Prime Minister,
i Ariel Sharon, said the military
| was “preparing massive activ-
' ity” against the militant Hamas
movement in the Gaza Strip.
Earlier in the day, Mr. Arafat or-
dered the house arrest of the
Hamas chief, Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin.

Mr. Sharon spoke hours after
Israel delivered the first blow of
the new offensive — a helicop-
ter missile strike on two cars
carrying Hamas members, kill-
ing six Palestinians and injuring
five in the southern Gaza Strip
at Rafah.

Four of the dead belonged to
Hamas, the movement said. Is-
rael said it targeted and killed
Yasser Rizik, a “senior Hamas
activist” who was allegedly be-
hind a January attack that killed
four Israeli soldiers.

In Gaza, Palestinian police
surrounded the home of Sheik
Yassin, and authorities said he
was under house arrest. Howev-
er, Sheikh Yassin invited jour-
nalists inside and said he was
unaware of any such order.

After brief scuffles between
Hamas supporters and police,
masked Hamas gunmen pa-
trolled the sandy streets outside
the house, while police pulled

!/[ )

ge agqm

v Ryia - 'W.,
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An Israeli APC manoeuvres next to a damaged side wall
of the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat’s compound in
Ramallah on Monday. — AP

back several hundred metres.

The latest turbulence came as
both Israelis and Palestinians
awaited an address by the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, who
was expected to propose a fresh
start for peace-making and offer
guidelines for a Palestinian
state.

There was no word on when
Mr. Bush would deliver the
speech. It was put off last week
due to the escalating violence,
which included three major Pal-
estinian attacks that left more
than 30 Israeli civilians dead,
and prompted the Israeli inva-
sion of the West Bank.

In Washington, there’s been
widespread speculation that
Mr. Bush’s plan will call for a
provisional Palestinian state.
The details are not known,
though the idea has so far re-

YN 1&?’

ceived a cool reception in West
Asia. Mr. Sharon said last week
that the time was not “‘ripe” for
any sort of Palestinian state.

The Palestinian Information
Minister, Yasser Abed Rabbo,
said that “any inijtiative or any
idea is worthless today, because
what’s important is the Israeli
invasion.”

Mr. Rabbo said it was “‘the re-
sponsibility of the American ad-
ministration to pressure the
Israelis to pull back before talk-
ing about initiatives and peace.
talks.” <

In Ramallah, the Palestinian
political headquarters in the
West Bank, Israeli soldiers atop
armoured personnel carriers
flashed V-for-victory signs as
dozens of tanks and armoured
personnel carriers rolled into
the city. — AP ‘
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| TUENI S WEST ASIA / BUSH PUTS OFF PEACE PLAN

Arafat calls for end to suicide attacks

JERUSALEM, JUNE 20. Israeli
armed forces seized more Pal-
estinian areas on Thursday, af-
ter a second suicide bomb
attack on Jerusalem in two days
killed six Israelis including a
five-year-old girl.

The suicide bombing forced
the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, to delay his much-antici-
pated public push for West Asia
peace, worried his words would
fall on deaf ears. Just hours after
the latest kamikaze strike, Israe-
li infantry units backed by ar-
moured vehicles entered the
Palestinian-controlled =~ West
Bank town of Bethlehem and
the outskirts of Ramallah, wit-
nesses said.

Troops backed by some 60
tanks and armoured troop carri-
ers and overflying helicopters,
moved into Bethlehem from
several directions, and took up
positions in the centre of "the
town near the Church of the Na-
tivity and Dheisheh refugee
camp.

Some 20 tanks and armoured
personnel carriers entered the
town of Bitunyia, on the south-
eastern edge of Ramallah,
which is where the Palestinian
Authority leader, Yasser Arafat’s
headquarters are located, secu-

An injured Israeli woman rushes to a hospital with her injured
baby in Jerusalem on Wednesday. — Reuters

rity sources said.

The units then took up posi-
tions in an abandoned building
in Beitunia near the West Bank
city. Some sporadic gunfire
could be heard in the city, but
Israeli army radio said the
forces met no resistance.

A statement from the Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon’s office
pledged “a change in the way
Israel responds to murderous
acts of terror. Israel will respond
to acts of terror by capturing PA
territory.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat has
called for a complete halt to at-
tacks on Israeli civilians, after
two suicide bombings hit the
Jewish state in as many days.

“I must insist on the need to
completely halt these oper-
ations, which we have con-
demned many times and
against which we have taken
decisive measure in order to
preserve the national interest,”
Mr. Arafat yesterday said in a
statement.

“In line with my responsib-

ilities, I announce my concern
in the interest of our people and
our future, my total condemna-
tion of all operations targeting
Israeli civilians, which have
nothing to do with our legiti-
mate right to resist (Israeli) oc-
cupation.”

In his statement, published
by the official WAFA news agen-
cy, Mr. Arafat said attacks by
Palestinians give the Israeli
Government a “pretext for un-
leashing an escalation of ag-
gression against our people.”

For its part, the Palestinian
leadership condemned both
“attacks on civilians in Israel
and the reoccupation by the Is-
raeli army of Palestinian cities.”

A statement, also published
by WAFA, also denounced “the
bardening of the (Israeli) block-
ade of Palestinian cities, notably
Ramallah, and the construction
of a barrier dividing Israel from
the West Bank.”

The statement called on the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil to “act with urgency to im-
pose a ceasefire, obtain the
lifting of the blockade and clo-
sures” of the Palestinian territo-
ries and the withdrawal of Israel

troops from re- occupie l[O'
ry. — AFP ///qmr
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/ TACTICS AND TERBOR IN WEST ASIA

THE PALESTINIAN DREAM of attaining soverexgn
statehood is in greater peril now than at any time
. since the so-called Oslo peace process began in
- the last decade of the last century. Israel’s strate-
gic intransigence, for long the stumbling block, is
being increasingly overshadowed by a rising tide
of Palestinian-Arab terror that is beginning to
swamp the ordinary civilians of the Jewish state.
According to a private American estimate, the lat-
est terrorist strike at a busy intersection in Jerusa-
 lem on Wednesday this week — a seemingly
.random act — marks the 70th suicide bombing
s directed against the Israelis, citizens and military
_personnel included, in 21 months. The ongoing
. Palestinian “intifada”, which began in the second
half of 2000, has been marred by a frenzy of ter-
rorism in recent months. This aspect, above all
“else, accounts for the debilitating defensiveness of
the Palestinian leaders in espousing their legiti-
‘mate struggle against the Jewish state at this
.point. It is in these circumstances that the U.S.
" President, George W. Bush, is beginning to have
second thoughts about advocating the creation of
a “provisional” Palestine state ahead of a due po-
-litical process that might bring a full-fledged enti-
“ty into being as a member of the international
community.

While Mr. Bush may still make his preference
“known some time in the near-term, the latest Pal-
.estinian act of terror is said to have influenced his
-decision to refrain from endorsing the idea of an
“interim Palestinian state at this juncture. While
;the radical Hamas is reported to have claimed
+responsibility for a heinous bus bombing in Jeru-

“salem itself a few days ago, the latest suicide biast
.is blamed on a faction connected to the political
-organisation of the Palestinian leader, Yasser Ara-
fat, himself. Given the international implications
“of such suspicions, Mr. Arafat has quickly reaf-
-firmed his opposition to terrorism and called up-
*on all Palestinians to recognise that the deeds of

me among them mlght only encourage Israel to
ccupy all their territories. If Mr. Arafat has now
c?l%en to be so blunt, the reason flows from the
reports about a new policy thrust by the Israeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, designed to re-occu-
py the Palestinian territories, segment by segment,
in retaliation for every terrorist act against the
Jewish people. New Israeli incursions into the Pal-
estinian lands have begun in this specific context.

While the international community is aghast at
the escalating cycle of Palestinian-Arab terrorism
and Israeli counter-measures that reflect an ex-
pansionist militarism, the new reports of disso-
nance within Mr. Sharon’s Cabinet may indicate
that the cause of peace is not lost completely at the
present moment. What remains to be seen,
though, is whether Mr. Sharon will feel compelled
to give up his re-occupation tactics in the face of
strong opposition from a key ministerial colleague
who belongs to a different ideological persuasion
in Israeli politics. In a narrow technical sense, Mr.
Sharon’s hawkish intentions, evident in his new
“counter-terror” tactics of dispossessing the Pal-
estinians of their territories in a calibrated fashion,
must be assessed also in the light of another of his
recent plans to enhance Israel’s sense of security.
The idea of raising a physical barrier, reminiscent
of the old Berlin Wall of separateness, has been
peddled by the Jerusalem political establishment
as a practical measure to prevent terrorist incur-
sions into Israel from the Palestinian areas. Over-
all, the U.S. must look at the totality of this mental
maze involving the Israelis and the Palestinians
and must also act decisively in the most intrac-
table dispute involving any two West Asian enti-
ties. For now, the U.S. is the only major power with
some political leverage at the ground level in West
Asia. Mr. Bush must not delay the facilitatory
moves towards a Palestinian state, given that the
two parties seem to accept America’s mediation
even now. Pt




" Lessons bﬂom West Asia

0,

S ANALYSTS in India agonise

over the label they should at-

tach to the role the Bush ad-

ministration is currently
playing with regard to the India-Pa-
kistan face-off they might find it use-
ful to look at the mediatory functions
the United States has taken on itself
in respect of West Asia. India is, of
course, nowhere near as well embed-
ded in the American political con-
sciousness as Israel is but for that
matter neither are Pakistan and the
Arab world equally placed in Wash-
ington’s scale of importance. Within
the limits set by these caveats it
should still be possible to learn some
useful lessons.

Despite the continuance of vio-
lence between Israelis and Palesti-
nians there is a widely-held and
pretty firm idea about the shape of
the solution to the Israel-Palestine
conflict. Such a solution will involve
the creation of a Palestinian state to
exist alongside Israel, slight adjust-
ments to the 1967 borders, the return
of Palestinian refugees to the state
that will be created, evacuation of
most Jewish colonies in the West
Bank and all of the Gaza Strip and
shared sovereignty over Jerusalem.
Opinion polls show that even now,
after nearly two years of extreme vio-
lence, slender majorities on either
side acknowledge that these will be
more or less the contours on which a
final settlement will be struck. Many
of those who so acknowledge might
not be fully satisfied with such a set-
tlement but they are prepared to live
with it.

A settlement along these lines is
not merely something that well-
wishers of both sides would like them
to arrive at. Negotiators from both
sides almost arrived at such a solu-
tion during the talks in Taba in Janu-
ary 2001. A wall of mistrust and
bitterness was being built even as the
Taba talks were taking place and it
has only become more formidable
since then. But the idea of the two-
state solution has not died and still

By Kesava Menon

—_—

Examples of institutional rot as displayed most
vividly in Gujarat are not at all conducive to
ending the state of perpetual animosity with
our Muslim-majority neighbour to the West.

forms the central elements of all the
peace-making efforts currently un-
derway whether it be the Arab initia-
tive, George W. Bush’s vision for
West Asja, the summit meeting that
is being talked about or the diplo-
matic run-about of the Europeans.

What everyone, inside and outside
the region, also acknowledges is that
neither of the elected leaderships of
the Israelis or the Palestinians is go-
ing to agree to a settlement along
these lines unless and until pushed
into it. There will be many people on
both sides of the divide, and people
with very strong political convictions
at that, who will not be just dissatis-
fied with such a settlement but will
vehemently oppose it. The Israeli
right will find it very difficult to aban-
don the concept of a Jewish state be-
tween the river and the sea or to
accept a division of Jerusalem and
the dismantling of settlements.

On the other side, there will be Pal-
estinians who will not be able to tol-
erate Israel’s continued existence or
be able to abandon the right of the
refugees to return to ancestral land
now inside Israel. But the fact that
slender majorities on either side con-
tinue to acknowledge the inevitabil-
ity of the two-state solution and the
fact that these majorities have been
wider during periods of peace keeps
alive the hope that such a solution
can be pushed through. For the long-
er term, the hope is that the hard
right on either side will eventually ac-
cept the outcome if and when the
two states begin to live in neighbour-
ly harmony. In the current situation,
it is widely acknowledged that the
U.S. administration alone can push
the Israelis and the Palestinians to an
agreement. Mr. Bush and his officials

seem to have abandoned their old
line that they cannot wish for peace
more strongly than the two parties
directly concerned and that Wash-
ington will not offer its services un-
less the Israelis and the Palestinians
are clear that they want to make use
of it. While Bush & Co. have yet to
push let alone shove they do seem to
recognise that they cannot dither in-
definitely on the sidelines.

Mr. Bush has at least partially
bought into the argument of Israel’s
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, in stat-
ing that a thorough reform of the Pal-
estinian Authority is a necessary
adjunct, though not a pre-condition
(as Mr. Sharon insists it should be),
to the revival of substantive negotia-
tions. This is in all probability a
smokescreen created by Mr. Sharon
to avoid the necessity for negatia-
tions and it also probably serves Mr.
Bush as a justification for prevarica-
tion. It is also insulting to the Pal-
estinians that their adversary and its
main ally should be dictating to them
how they should live their political
lives. Yet, if these elements are set
aside and the Israelis’ formulations
on the contents of a real peace are
examined on their own merits there
are lessons to be learnt.

Israelis of almost all political per-
suasions are convinced that real
peace will require two very impor-
tant developments on the Palestinian
side. The establishment of a truly
democratic Palestinian society is one
and a change in the officially encour-
aged attitude towards Israel is the
other. By creating and propagating a
diabolical image of Israel and by in-
citing its people to wage war against
such an enemy the Palestinian Au-
thority hardly advances the cause of

SHE HINDU
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peace, say the Israelis. Ordinary Pal-
estinians are more likely to have
formed such an image about Israel
based on their own experience with
the occupation of their territories
without any official prompting. ls-
raeli doves and well-wishers of both
sides might also be indulging in
wishful thinking when they advocate
that Palestinian hatred for lIsraelis
will die once the occupation ends.
But for all this there is an important
lesson in that the health of the rivals’
institutions and the basic view about
the other that is officially promoted
are elements that have to be ad-
dressed in peace-making elsewhere.

Coming to the South Asian con-
text, it is clear that examples of in-
stitutional rot as displayed most
vividly in Gujarat are not at all con-
ducive to ending the state of perpet-
ual animosity with our
Muslim-majority neighbour to the
West. The Gujarat incidents have
been rightly condemned for a whole
host of reasons and it is only an addi-
tional point to state that such beha-
viour only encourages Pakistanis to
believe that India is made up of mi-
nority-hating Hindu fanatics out to
expand and subjugate their neigh-
bours. This belief is just one element
in the complex of beliefs, ideas and
emotions that propel hostility to-
wards India from the Pakistani side.
But the fact of it should not just be
brushed aside, as our official ma-
chinery repeatedly tends to do, if
peace-making with Pakistan is to be
seriously pursued.

From the official Indian point of
view, developments inside Pakistan
have thus far been regarded as their
own affair and rightly so. But is it
possible to envisage a real and en-
during peace with Pakistan until the
military in that country comes under
the full control of elected leaders
who can themselves be held ac-
countable. Issues such as these
should be focussed upon instead of
fanciful notions of confederation and
so forth.
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WEST ASIA / 20 KILLED IN SUICIDE ATTACK

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JUNE 18.
Nineteen Israelis and a Palesti-
nian suicide bomber were killed
in an attack on a bus in Jerusa-
lem early this morning. School
children were among those who
had boarded the bus but it was
not clear how many minors
were among those who died oi
the 50 persons who were
injured.

The Israeli Cabinet, which
held a session to consider its
options, was scheduled to meet
later on Tuesday to take a deci-
sion on the army’s recommen-
dations. The Israeli army is on
record as having said that the
only way to end the circle of vio-
lence was to deport the Palesti-
nian Authority President, Yasser
Arafat. Thus far, the U.S. admin-
istration has prevented Israel
from taking this step saying that
although Mr. Arafat’s perform-
ance has been disappointing on
every front, there is no alterna-
tive Palestinian leader with
whom Israel and the rest of the
world can interact.

There has been expectation
in Israel that the U.S. might
change its view if there was an-

-~

otheéf major terrorxt 1nc1d
such as that of Tuesday. At a
joint press briefing in Washing-
ton earlier this month, the U.S.
President, George W. Bush,
maintained a conspicuous si-
lence when the Israeli Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon, said that
he did not consider that Mr.
Arafat’s immunity should last
foiever. Just yesterday, Mr.
Bush’s Nanonal Security Advi-
sor, Ms. Condoleezza RicS; was
quoted as saying that Mr. Arafat
ran a corrupt regime “that ca-
vorts with terror”.

The suicide bomber struck
during the early morning rush
hour when the buses are crowd-
ed with office-goers and chil-
dren going to school. Hamas
has claimed responsibility for
the attack. With Israel having
cordoned off most Palestinian
towns, Jerusalem with its more
porous openings to Arab pop-
ulated areas, has probably be-
come more vulnerable.

Tuesday’s attack has also
come just as Israel has started
building a defensive wall that is
eventually expected to run
along most of the 1967 border
line between Israel and the
West Bank though _pet exactly

ers exﬂmg Arafat

on it. Such a wall has been very
effective yis-a-vis the Gaza Strip
and in this context, attempts to
strike atfIsraeli civilians might
multiply’ although the West
Bank wall will not be completed
for months to come.

Israeli security agencies re-
portedly had warning of Tues-
day’s attack and was on high
alert but the bomber still got
through. The official reaction
from both sides has been along
p;edlctable lines.

Israel has blamed Mr. Arafat
and his “terrorist infrastruc-
ture”” while the Palestinian Au-
thority has at once condemnea
the attack and pointed out that
such attacks were inevitable
when Israel occupied Palesti-
nian territory and killed more
than one Palestinian civilian ev-
ery day.

While the current U.S. ad-
ministration repeatedly says
that the Palestinian Authority
must do more to combat terror,
U.S. officials who were intim-
ately associated with the diplo-
matic shuttle between the two
sides, have expressed the opin-
ion that the Authority n
has the capabili
attacks.
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 Israel has
submarine- base
nuke capability’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ],S maunched cruise missiles are

WASHINGTON, June 15. —
Istael has acquired three
diesel submarines that it is
arming with newly designed
cruise missiles capable of
carrying nuclear warheads,
a report said today.

The acquisition of the three
submarines potentially
gives Israel a triad of land,
sea and air-based nuclear
weapons for the first time,
former Pentagon and US
state department officials
were quoted as saying by
the Washington Post.

The US navy monitored Is-
raeli testing of a new cruise
missile from a submarine
two years ago off Sri Lanka,
the former officials said,
adding American analysts
have studied the nuclear ca-
pability of the cruise missile.

However, according to a
former Pentagon official, “it
is above top secret knowing
whether the submarine-

\

nuclear-armed.”

Another former official
added: “We often don’t ask.”
The possible move to arm
submarines with nuclear
weapons, said the Post, sug-
gests that Israeli government
might be increasingly con-
cerned about efforts by Iraq
and Iran to develop more ac-
curate long-range missiles
capable of knocking out Isra-
el’'s existing nuclear arsenal,
which is primarily land-
based. The Post said develop-
ing a sea-based leg would
preserve the deterrent value
of Israel’s nuclear force, but it
would complicate US efforts
in the Middle East.

Meanwhile, the Israeli ar-
mys’ chief of staff, Lt Gen
Shaul Mofaz has said that
as long as Mr Yasser Arafat
is in charge, there will be no
meaningful reform inside
the Palestinian Authority
“This effort he is leading is
only for show,” he said.

YME STATESMAN
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drawn from positions around the Palesti-
nian leader, Yasser Arafat’'s battered
compound and evacuated Ramallah, but
continue to surround the West Bank city
following a three-day re-occupation, Israeli
military sources said.

“The army has ended the evacuation op-
eration from Ramallah, but continues to
encircle the city to be ready to enter again if
required for security reasons,” one source
told AFP. Scores of Israeli tanks and ar-
moured vehicles re-occupied Ramallah
early on Monday in their largest incursion
in weeks and arrested more than 60 people.

Tsrael ends S|ege oVAraf S €0

RAMALLAH, JUNE 13. Israeli troops have Wlth(a raeli bulldozers had used rubble an

ar wrecks to seal off Mr. Arafat’s com-

ound in the city, which was battered by a
short but ferocious tank attack last week
and a five-week siege that ended in early
May. “The Israeli army has evacuated the
Mugqataa area,” Mr. Arafat’s top advisor,
Nabil Abu Rudeina, said late yesterday, us-
ing the nickname for Mr. Arafat’s battered
headquarters.

“This withdrawal is the result of interna-
tional efforts and notably those of Europe,
as well as contacts made with the United
States to end this siege.”

Israeli troops, however, are still encir-

T™E HINDUD
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cling other Wes Bank towns after the latest
Palestinian suicide bombing on Tuesday
night which killed a 15-year-old Israeli girl
and wounded 14 persons at a restaurant
north of Tel Aviv.

The latest military movements come
amid high-level international talks on the
crisis which have been marked by a tougher
U.S. line against Mr. Arafat, whom Israel is
lobbying to have sidelined as a peace part-
ner.

The Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
met briefly the British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, in London after a two-day visit to the
United States. — AFP




Bush, Powell
in open split

over
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Washington, June 13 \A zhe Palestinian authorit

US MOVES to launch a West
Asian peace initiative were in
chaos last night after a split be-
tween the President, George
Bush, and the Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, burst into the
open.

The White House press secre-
tary, Ari Fleischer, delivered a
public rebuke to Powell for float-
ing proposals that included cre-
ation of a “temporary” Palestin-
ian state. He accused Powell of
parroting the ideas of foreign
Government leaders rather than
reaching his own conclusions.

Against a background of con-
tinuing violence in Israel and
the occupied territories, Presi-
dent Bush is to make a speech
within days that is meant to re-
vive the peace process. But Bush
and Powell are divided over the
content. Bush is leaning heavily
towards the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Ariel Sharon, who was re-
turning to Israel yesterday after
two days of talks in Washington.
Powell appears to be more sym-
pathetic towards the Palestinian
position.

Sharon broke his flight home
to stop in London to brief Tony
Blair on the US visit. In an hour-
long discussion at Downing
Street, Blair pressed him to re-
engage in the political process
rather than rely solely on mili-
tary solutions, according to a
Downing Street spokesman.

An Israeli  Government
spokesman said Sharon had
been explicit about the “terror”
that Israel faced and had told
Blair that “any kind of political
talks will have to follow the end
of terror”. Britain is encourag-
ing Israel to drop its pre-condi-
tions to entering the political
process: an end to Palestinian at-
tacks on Israelis and reform of

(HE HINDUSTAN Thup»

But there is no prospect of po-
litical negotiations without im-
petus being provided by Wash-
ington, which was yesterday in a
state of paralysis. Powell, in an
interview with a London-based
Arab paper, al-Hayat, floated a
series of ideas, including the cre-
ation of the “temporary” Pales-
tinian state, a halfway house on
the way to full statehood.

Powell echoed Arab demands
for “the end of the occupation” of
the West Bank and Gaza by Is-
rael, for “the creation of a state
called Palestine” and for “the end
of settlement activity”. He said
Bush would announce “in the
very near future” how he intends
to secure a Palestinian state.
Next Monday has been pencilled
in for Bush’s speech but the tim-
ing could slip given the splits
within the administration.

He said that Bush had not
ruled out setting a timetable for
the creation of a Palestinian
state. The Palestinians want the
timetable but Sharon is opposed.
Powell also stressed the impor-
tance of holding an internation-
al conference, planned for this
summer, to discuss the options
for peace and, in contrast with
Bush and Sharon, to continue to
work with the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat.

“It’s up to the Palestinian peo-
ple to determine who their
leader is, to determine who
should head their government,”
Powell said. Hours after the in-
terview was published, Fleisch-
er said Powell’s proposals would
be treated as advice that Bush
may or may not heed. Envoys
from the West Asia working on
peace proposals are to meet in
Washington tomorrow. The
quartet is made up of the US, the
UN, the EU, and Russia.

The Guardian
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WEST ASIA /| MUBARAK DEFENDS ARAFAT \X/

.\ No timeframe for .oV
" Palestine, says Bush '

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 9. The U.S.
President, George W. Bush has
rejected a call from the Egyptian
President, Hosni Mubarak, to
support a timetable for the cre-
ation of a Palestinian State. Mr.
Mubarak also failed to convince
Mr. Bush to change his opinion
about the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat. ]

“We're not ready to lay down
a specific calendar except for
the fact that we've got to get
started quickly, soon, so that we
can seize the moment,” the
President said. “Here is the
timeline I have in mind. We
need to start immediately in
building the institutions neces-
sary for the emergence of a Pal-
estinian state which, on the one
hand, will give hope to the Pal-
estinian people, and on the oth-
er hand, say to the world,
including the neighbourhood,
that there is a chance... to live in
peace, to defeat terror,” Mr.
Bush remarked.

During the course of the two
days of talks that began over
dinner on Friday and continued
in the presidential retreat of

10

Camp David in Maryland, nei-
ther Mr. Bush nor Mr. Mubarak
appeared to move from their
stated positions on West Asia.
Mr. Mubarak came expecting a
timeframe for a Palestinian
state and also hoped that the
Bush administration would stop
criticising Mr. Arafat. Mr. Bush
did not oblige on both counts.

For his part, the visiting
Egyptian leader not only de-
fended the Palestinian leader
but made the point that vio-
lence was unlikely to end until
the Arab world saw the real
chance of peace. “Look, we
should give this man (Arafat) a
chance. Such a chance will
prove whether he is going to de-
liver or not. If he is going to de-
liver 1 think everybody will
support him. If he’s not going to
deliver I think his people will
tell him that,” Mr. Mubarak
said.

Mr. Bush disagreed even
while saying that his Egyptian
counterpart had an “interest-
ing” point of view. “Chairman
Arafat...is not the issue. The is-
sue is whether or not the Pal-
estinian people can have a
hopeful future. I have constant-

N 7m?2

ly said I am disappointed, in his
leadership. I think he has let the
Palestinian people down,” the
U.S. President said.

Administration officials did
not think that the talks yielded
little. Rather, trying to put a spin
on the outcome, officials point
to the agreement between the
two leaders on issues such as
the eventual co-existence of two
states — Israel and Palestine.
“The President continues to lis-
ten. He will continue to liste-
n...and that’s where he is on the
timetable,” an official said.

The administration feels that
emphasis should not be on any
one individual but rather on the
institutions which are going to
be vital for a Palestinian state.

Tomorrow, the Prime Minis-
ter of Israel, Ariel Sharon, is vis-
iting Washington for a meeting
with Mr. Bush.

The Israeli leader, who post-
poned his visit to the United
States by a day, is expected to
tell Mr. Bush that Mr. Arafat’s
days on the West Bank are num-
bered as Israel is ready to force
the Palestinian leader into exile
should the suicide bombings
continue.
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WAEL AL-AHMED (\C)
JENIN, JUNE 7 ’
SRAELI armour rum-
bled into the centre of
Jenin on Friday, keeping
pressure on the Pales-
tinians a day after tanks and
troopsstormed Yasser Arafat’s
compound in Ramallah,

Soldiers fired in the air as:
the 30-vehicle column moved
through Jenin, regarded by Is-
rael as a stronghold for mili- :
tants behind suicide attacks,
but no fighting was reported.
The Army said the force was
onroutine patrol.

Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak, who holds talks on
Friday and Saturday in the US
with President George W.
Bush, called for Washington to
take the lead in seeking a rapid
resolution of the Israeli- Pales-
tinian conflict.

The White House said it
was not cléar what Isracl’s
aims were in carrying out the
Ramallah raid, stressing that
both sides needed to take
“constructive steps” towards
peacemaking,

“You would have to check
with the Israelis to ask them
what the objective for the in-

qtan

*

* West Bank and the Army’s en--

cursion was last g? don’t
knowwhat the objective of the
incursion was last night,”

White House National Secu- -

rity Council spokesman Sean
McCormack said.

The Israeli military denied
targeting the Palestinian
leader, who often works
through the night in his nearby
office. Washington haswarned
Israel against harming or top-
pling Arafat.

Palestinian officials have
said Israeli occupation in the

circlement of Palestinian cities
—ameasure Israel says is nec-
essary tostop suicide bombings
— breed hatred that leads to

such attacks. Palestinian forces

carried out the body of a com-
rade killed in the compound.

In an attack near Ramal- -

lah on Thursday, Palestinian
gunmen killed a Jewish settler
travelling in a car. Sharon said
Israel was facing a “merciless
campaign” conducted by

Arafat aimed at breaking Is-

rael’s resolve. “We will con-
tinue this battle in the ways we
think are most suited and we
will win,” he told an economic
conference in Tel Aviv. i
An opinion poll in the

V ‘ n
ks roll i

nto

Female Bmoll soldlers comfort each other at the funeral of

S

Sergeant Sivan Wiener, 19, In the military coemetery In
Holon near Tel Aviv, on Thursday. Reuters photo

Maaniv newspaper showed Is-
raeli support for Sharon at 59
percent. “It shows the secret of
his success is not his policies
but the public concention of

n g tnm M9

his character,” columnist
Chemi Shalev wrote, “Heisa
strong leader, and that iswhat is
important, even if he isleading
(Israel)nowhere.” —Reuters ~
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BEIRUT, J&NE . The U.S. Presx(}"&, 3eorge
W. Bush, favours the creation of a “tempo-
rary State” for the Palestinians ahead of a
full-fledged State, the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, said in an interview
published today.

“The President did not give up his ob-
jective but he knows that to reach his goal a
temporary Palestinian State as an interim
phase and maybe other measures would be
necessary,” Mr. Powell told the Arabic-lan-
guage Saudi daily, Al-Hayat.

Such a formula, according to Mr. Powell,
would “allow the Palestinians to achieve
their hopes and dreams, and secure the
confidence of the international communi-

»

Bush for emporary

But Mr. Powell cautioned that a tempo-
rary State needed to rely on “a democratic
power, transparency without corruption
and effective security agencies”. “This will
help to develop the necessary confidence

foes  HP
between the two pafties (Palestinians and
Israel) in order to push forward,” Mr. Po-
well told Al-Hayat, which is published in
Beirut and other Arab capitals.

Mr. Bush “did not abandon his objective
to set up a Palestinian State, called Pales-
tine,” that would live side by side with Israel
in security, Mr. Powell stressed.

He declined to give a timetable for the
move from a temporary State to a full-
fledged Palestinian state.

Meanwhile, in Jerusalem, Yediot Aharo-
not reported today that Israeli settlers has
set up a new “rogue” settlement in the West
Bank in response to a deadly Palestinian
roadside attack.

The new “settlement outpost” was set up
earlier this week near Sinjil village in the
Ramallah area after a young settler was
killed in an ambush on May 6.

Settlers carved out a road with bulldozers
leading to the rogue settlement, which has

Palestinian Sfate -

been placed under Israeli army protection
although it was set up without authorisa-
tion, Yediot said.

Around 50 such Jewish outposts have
been established in the West Bank since
right-wing hardliner Ariel Sharon, a sup-
porter of settlements, was elected Prime
Minister in February 2001, according to the
settlers’ council.

They are made up of a handful of cara-
vans and tents pending more permanent
construction.

In March, Israel’s left-wing Peace Now
movement said there were 34 new settle-
ments composed of 250 buildings that had
been constructed in the occupied Palesti-
nian territories since February 2001.

A study published by human rights orga-
nisation B’Tselem in May said settlers con-
trol nearly 42 per cent of the occupied West
Bank through a strategic placement of com-
munities and buffer zones. — AFP
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~USA favou

state’ status for

WASHINGTON, June 12. —
US secretary of state General
Colin Powell today assured the
Arab world that the USA
favours setting up of a
“temporary” Palestinian state
without waiting for the reforms
the Palestinian Authority needs.

“The President (Mr George W
Bush) did not give up his
objective but he knows that to
reach his goal a temporary
Palestinian state as an interim
phase and may be other measures
would be necessary,” Gen Powell
told the Arabic-language Saudi
daily Al-Hayat.

A senior Bush admlmstratlon
official said the President could
reveal-his plans for such a State
next week. Mr Bush and Gen
Powell have insisted on demo-

cratic reform within the Pales-
tinian Authority.

But Gen Powell indicated
today that the process of reform
should not halt the establish-
ment of a transitional State.

To develop the necessary
confidence between the two
parties, in order to push for-
ward, a temporary state will help
a great deal, he told the paper.

Several = steps may be
necessary before the creation of
a full-fledged Palestinian State,
he said insisting that the State

‘te

porary
alestme

should be democratically led.
He sought to allay the Arab
apprehensions that the US is
keen on removing Mr Yasser Ara-
fat saying, “Arafat, is the elected
leader of the Palestinian people
and the USA doesn’t share the

Israeli Prime Ministers’ view:

about working with Mr Arafat.”
Mr Sharon had earlier termed Mr
Arafat as untrustworthy.

Israel won’t ratify global treaty:
Israel will not ratify the treaty
creating an International Crimi-
nal Court for fear of finding it-

ME STATESHAB

13 Jun 209

self in the dock for its policy of
settlements in Palestinian terri-
tories, officials said today.

“We feel that there is too
great a risk of the politicisation
of the tribunal which could con-
sider the settling of Israelis in
the territories as a war crime,”
justice ministry spokesman Mr
Jacob Galanti said. Mr Eliakim
Rubinstein, the government’s le-
gal counsel, informed parlia-
ment yesterday that Israel would
refuse to ratify the treaty that Is-
rael signed on December 31.

The ICC, a follow-up to the
specific courts set up for the con-
flicts in the former Yugoslavia and
Rwanda, will investigate and pros-
ecute alleged crimes against hu-
manity, genocide and war crimes.

It is due to come on stream on

1 July. But the USA is amon,
the countries which have refused
to ratify the 1998 treaty.
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destroy the Palestinian\Au-

thority and the marginalj

tion of Yasser Arafat, the
Americans are once again talking
about a “Palestinian state”. With
Washington now busy fighting an oil
war in which Israel and not the Pal-
estinian state matters for it, this
seems a difficult proposition. Things
have changed since the Clinton-bro-
kered Oslo accord. Now, what is
keeping Washington from delivering
on its own promise of a Palestinian
state? The story goes back to the
Arab-Israeli peace talks at Camp Da-
vid in 2000 and culminatesin the lat-
est round of the American war
against terrorism.

Ever since the Camp David talks
failed, violence has been raging in
the region. The Palestinians
launched Intifada-2 hoping it would
bring international pressure on Israel
to withdraw from the Palestinian ter-
ritories of East Jerusalem, West Bank
and the Gaza Strip, which it occupied
in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. But this
has not happened, because of the su-
icide bombings by the Islamic mil-
itant organisation against Israeli
targets in response to the Prime Min-
ister, Ariel Sharon’s “iron-fist” policy
in dealing with the Palestinian up-
rising. It has only helped Israel gain
more support among the Western
nations.

Mr. Sharon has accused Mr. Arafat
of involvement in the violence and
dubbed him the head of an “empire

of terror”. He called for the destruc- -

tion of “the infrastructure of Palesti-
nian terrorism” and invaded
territories administered by the Pal-
estinian Authority under the “land-
for-peace” deal or the Oslo interim
accord signed in 1993. After inflicting
heavy losses on the Palestinians, Mr.
Sharon withdrew his army to an-
nounce that the Palestinian Author-
ity was a “rotten and dictatorial
regime of terror”, and that the Jewish
state would not enter into any peace
negotiations until it could “sit down

By Qamar Agha

with a different Authority”. This
meant the death of the Oslo accord.

Mr. Sharon has imposed tough
conditions for a fresh round of peace
talks which neither Mr. Arafat nor
any other Palestinian leader can ful-
fil. Israel wants the whole of Jerusa-
lem to be its “eternal capital” and the
West Bank (the Judea and Samaria, a
biblical land) where 180,000 Jews are
settled since its occupation. The Li-
kud Party, to which Mr. Sharon be-

fect, it torpedoes the peace process.
The Palestinian Authority is the tar-
get because it is the most important
institution of the Palestinians, recog-
nised by the international comununi-
ty. No matter what Israel claims, the
Palestinian Authority had, in a short
time, built several institutions of gov-
ernance and was quite. successfully
running the show.

As for Mr. Arafat, he is the only
undisputed Palestinian leader and

Palestinians in the changed global scenario are no
longer victims of Israeli aggression alone; they are
pawns in the new American oil wars.

_—

longs, has already adopted a
resolution against the establishment
of a Palestinian state. This is nothing
new. Many in Israel, cutting across
party lines, are opposed to the idea of
a Palestine state. However, Mr. Sha-
ron’s concern about international
opinion forced him to talk of “per-
manent peace, that we all hope for
after a lengthy intermediate stage of
calm”, lasting for at least 10 years.
Meaning: no negotiations with the
Palestinians for at least 10 years.
Mr. Sharon himself was an advo-
cate of the theory that “Jordan is Pal-
estinian”; he promoted Jewish
settlement programmes in the occu-
pied Arab territories. He was also
blamed for the disastrous 1982 Israeli
invasion of Lebanon, and he is re-
viled for his role in the massacres of
Palestinians in the refugee camps of
Sabra and Shatila. His visit to a holy

Muslim site in East Jerusalem
sparked the latest Palestinian
uprising.

Mr. Sharon’s position as Prime
Minister has added a new dimension
to the volatile situation. He is deter-
mined not to negotiate with Mr. Ara-
fat. He also believes that “the Oslo
accord no longer exists”. His attack is
mainly directed against the Palesti-
nian Authority and Mr. Arafat. In ef-

consistent champion of the cause.
Mr. Arafat wants to establish a secu-
lar and democratic state in the occu-
pied Arab territories of West Bank
and the Gaza Strip; East Jerusalem
will be its capital; he believes in
peaceful co-existence. His credibility
among the Arabs increased further
when he refused to compromise on
territories at Camp David. Mr. Arafat
is an Arab nationalist to the core and
it is feared that he will not hesitate to
oppose the U.S. move to topple the
Iraqgi regime. He is the only Arab
leader who has the capacity to build
a pan-Arab movement against the
U.S. moves in the region.

The September 11 terrorist attack
on America has provided Mr. Sharon
a big opportunity to fulfil his dreams.
Israel has emerged a strategic ally of
the U.S. war against terrorism. The
Bush administration, therefore,
looked the other way while he de-
stroyed the Palestine Authority and
tried to eliminate Mr. Arafat. It is as
important an alliance as the anti-
communist ones the West used to
have in the Cold War era.

The U.S. war against terrorism is
not just against militant Islamic orga-
nisations; it wants to establish a new
order in the Islamic world. It seeks to
establish a Turkey-model ‘secular

. Dismantling an accord
L A

system’ in the region. In the post-
Cold War era, the Saudi-backed Wa-
habite movement, which supported
the conservative Arab regimes, has
lost credibility to the gain of anti-
West militant Islamic organisations
which threaten local rulers. There-
fore, the U.S. is encouraging its allies
in the Islamic nations to adopt liberal
Islamic values. The U.S. cannot af-
ford to lose the support of the Arab
countries on which it is increasingly
dependent for its oil. Meanwhile, it is
not willing to pay higher prices for
petroleum products as that would
mean a negative impact on its econo-
my. Ensuring oil supplies to the West
on its own terms has always dictated
U.S. policy in the regionThe Western

-oil cartels, particularly from the U.S.,

are keen on gaining entry into Iraq,
Iran and Central Asia. The Bush ad-
ministration has already declared its
intention to change the regime in
Iraq. Iran is next on the list. Iran is
important for America strategically;
it is well connected through an ex-
tensive pipeline to Turkey. Besides,
Central Asian oil can be pumped to
Europe via Iran. But the oil cartels
are not prepared to spend billions of
dollars on an alternative route just to
bypass Iran. Thus the U.S. war on ter-
rorism is essentially an oil war. It
aims to dominate resources and con-
trol markets in the volatile West and
Central Asia.

The U.S. cannot fight without the
strategic support of its allies in the
region. Therefore, it is increasingly
dependent on Israel. European re-
luctance to endorse U.S. initiatives in
West Asia has made Israel all the
more important to it. Israel under-
stands this fully well and is exploiting
it to its advantage. Resolving the
Arab-Israeli conflict is no longer the
U.S. priority. Any hope of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state in this en-
vironment seems a far-fetched
dream. Palestinians in the changed
global scenario are no longer victims
of Israeli aggression alone; they are
pawns in the new American oil wars.



Tenet Arafat discuss

umﬂeﬂ" secu |ty force

MOHAMMED ASSADI
RAMALLAH, WEST BANK, JUNE 4

1A director George

Tenet held talks with

- Palestinian President

Yasser Arafat on Tues-

day on building a unified Palestinian

security force, which Washington

wants to combat suicide bombings

against Israel, Isracl has made any

resumption of peace negotiations

with the Palestinians conditional ona

cessation of such viclence and wide-

ranging reforms within Arafat’s
Palestinian Authority.

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon is
expected to repeat the demands
when he meets US President George
W. Bush at the White House next
week, a month after a previous visit
was cut short by a suicide bombing
near Tel Aviy that killed 15 Israelis.

"Tenet, who met Sharon on Mon-
day, is on a mission that Bush said
was aimed at building a united Pales-
tinian force “that will fight terror.”
The Palestinian Authority has nine
separate and sometimes rival secu-
tity services. “It’s a free-for-all. It’s
dangerous,” Israeli Foreign Minister

Shimon Peres said in Tel Aviv. “We -

hope that Tenet will help them to
build a structure which will contain a
central authority over all arms.
Arafatwon’t doitwillingly but I think

circumstances will force him.”
Palestinian officials have said Is-
rael’s five-week West Bank offensive
from late March to early May and
the daily rolling raids into Palestinian
cities that have followed made it im-
possible for the security services to
function. In the latest incursion, Is-

raeli tanks and troops briefly raided

. the West Bank town of Jenin before

Arafat and Tenet began their meet-
inginRamallah. -

Ny A

Military sources said the Army
had received reports of the where-
abouts of wanted militants but the
reports proved wrong and soldicrs
left after an hour.

The raids have followed a resus-
gence of Palestinian suicide bomb-
ings in a 20-month-old uprising
against Israeli occupation. Isracl
says the raids have been to seek out
militants blamed for the suicide
bombings. —Ret “‘V
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ASIA / OFFENSIVE CONTINUES

Tenet to hold talks
¥ with Sharon

JERUSALEM, JUNE 3. The Israeli ar-
my’s search-and-arrest sweep
of a Palestinian city and refugee
camp entered its fourth day to-
day and a European envoy gave
mid-July as a tentative date for a
West Asia peace conference.
The U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency director, George Tenet,
the latest high-profile trouble-
shooter to tackle the 20-month-
old conflict, was to arrive in Is-
rael in the evening and meet the
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, Is-
raeli security sources said. They
said Mr. Tenet, who last year
oversaw a short-lived truce-to-
talks deal between the sides,
would “listen and learn”.
~ The United States, Israel’s
guardian ally, is keen to contain
the violence and garner Arab
support ahead of a widely antic-
ipated assault on Iraq. But ten-
sions remained high as the
Israeli army kept its grip on Na-
blus and adjacent Balata refu-
gee camp, both bastions of
Palestinian militants. The army,
which moved in on Friday, said
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it was reacting to a sphte of sui-
cide bombings and fdars more
were on the way. Soldjers yes-
terday blew up two Buildings
which the army said'it had
found to contain large muni-
tions caches, and continued
rounding up suspected mili-
tants. Israel on May 10 ended a
six-week military offensive
against Palestinian militants
across the West Bank with
claims of success, but attacks on
Israelis resumed two weeks lat-
er and troops have raided Pal-
estinian towns repeatedly since.
The raids, coupled with tight-
ened closures and ad hoc cur-
fews, have all but wiped out the
agreed boundaries between ter-
ritory under Palestinian self-
rule and that occupied by Israel,
negotiated under interim peace
deals during the 1990s.

The Palestinian Authority
says such conditions will make
it difficult to carry out demo-
cratic reforms and rein in secu-
rity organs linked to violence.

— Reuters, AFP
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ISRAELI FORCES rounded up
scores of Palestinians on Mon-
day in new West Bank raids be-
fore a visit by CIA director
George Tenet.

Armoured vehicles swept into
the Ein Beyt Ilma refugee camp
in the northwestern corner of
the city of Nablus and tanks
rolled into the Palestinian-ruled
town of Qalqgilya, imposing cur-
fews and conducting house-to-
house searches.

Military sources said the
army was hunting for militants
behind recent attacks on Is-
raelis. They said most of those
detained on Monday were ques-
tioned and quickly released. Is-
rael’s almost daily incursions
into Palestinian areas have con-
tinued despite visits to the re-
gion by senior US and European
diplomats to pursue efforts to
calm the conflict.

Tenet was due to fly to Tel
Aviv on Monday to meet Israeli
security officials before talks
with Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon in the evening, Israeli se-
curity sources said. One Israeli
source said Tenet, who last year
oversaw a short-lived truce-to-
talks deal between the sides,
would “listen and learn.”

Gaza, June 3

The\raids, coupled with tight-
ened cosures and ad hoc cur-
fews, have all but wiped out the
agreed boundaries between ter-
ritory under Palestinian self-
rule and that occupied by Israel,
negotiated under interim peace
deals during the 1990s

A Palestinian court ordered
the release of a jailed radical
leader wanted by Israel on Mon-
day, threatening a deal that end-
ed Israel’'s siege of Yasser
Arafat’s headquarters and com-
plicating a visit by CIA chief
George Tenet. The Palestinian
High Court’s decision still needs
to be ratified by Arafat.

Israel vowed to bring Ahmed
Sa’adat, the jailed leader, to jus-
tice if he was freed by the Pales-
tinians. The standoff was bound
to fuel tensions already high af-
ter daily Israeli army raids into
Palestinian cities and towns.

The group said it was behind
the assassination of an Israeli
Cabinet Minister in October 2001
to avenge Israel’s killing of Sa’a-
dat’s predecessor. Sa’adat is one of
six Palestinians being held in a
West Bank prison as part of an in-
ternationally brokered deal that
ended Israel’s five-week military
siege of Arafat’s Ramallah offices
last month.

Reuters
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Asraeli troops enter Nablus as

Gy

world diplomats meet Arafat

Nablus: Israeli troops en-
tered the West Bank city of
Nablus on Friday, just as
world diplomats began talks
with Palestinian leader Yass-
er Arafat about reforming
his regime. .
Palestinian officials said
on Thursday that Mr Arafat
had signed a comprehensive
law package sitting on his
desk for five years, frame-
work for a constitution grant-
ing basic rights to his people
and regulating his regime.

g TS OF WO

The Israeli troops entered
Nablus in about 40 tanks and
armoured personnel carri-
ers, Palestinians said, head-

ing for two Palestinian

refugee camps, Balata and
Askar. The forces surround-
ed the Balata camp, head-
quarters of the Al Agsa mar-
tyrs brigade militia, linked to
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah movement.
The Israeli military said
its forces entered Nablus and
the Balata camp “in the wake

of recent murderous at-
tacks.” In a statement, the
military said a curfew was
imposed, two Palestinians
were arrested and the opera-
tion was continuing. Also,
the military said, the mili-
tary entered the town of
Qalgiliya.

Residents said Palestini-
ans set off two mines under
Israeli tanks, and the tanks
fired five shells, knocking out
electricity in the eastern part
of Nablus. ap Vs
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/ 194 , WEST ASIA / ISRAELI TROOPS LEAVE HEBRON

U.S. \envoy unveils plan

CAIRO, MAY 30. The U.S. West
Asia envoy, William Burns, to-
day said he would try to help the
Palestinians prepare for state-
hood as he launched Washing-
ton’s “three-track” strategy to
revive their peace talks with Is-
rael.

Mr. Burns said he told the
Egyptian Foreign Minister,
Ahmed Mabher, here about: the
U.S. commitment to “a compre-
hensive strategy for dealing
with the crisis between Palesti-
nians and Israelis, which in-
volved movement on three
tracks.” )

Mr. Burns, the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Near East af-
fairs, said the U.S. President,
George W Bush and the Secre-
tary of State, Colin Powell, had
asked him to consult with Arab
allies on the first two tracks.
“First, to renew a serious politi-
cal process aimed at the two-
states solution. Second, to sup-
port Palestinian efforts to build
strong institutions in prepara-
tion for statehood,” he told re-
porters after talks with Mr.
Maher. The third track, “to en-
sure effective Palestinian per-
formance on security,” was the
task of the CIA Director, George
Tenet, who was due to visit the
region shortly, Mr. Burns said.
“It is extremely important to

Palestinians throw packs of daily Arabic newspapers over a
newly-erected barbed wire fence near the Kalandia check
point between northem Jerusalem and the outskirts of
Ramallah on Thursday. The Israeli army has placed miles of
barbed wire and closed Its checkpoint to prevent Palestinians
from leaving Ramallah after a security alert in Israel of
possible suiclde attacks. — AP

make progress on all three of
these tracks because the truth is
that it's impossible to foresee
lasting progress on security
without a restoration of political
hope and impossible for me to
foresee progress in the political
process without security,” Mr.
Burns said.

The U.S. envoy said Mr. Tenet
and he would return to Wash-
ington before the Egyptian

President, Hosni Mubarak, trav-
els to Camp David for talks with
Mr. Bush on the crisis.
Meanwhile, Israeli troops left
the West Bank city of Hebron on
Thursday, ending the latest of a
series of brief incursions into
Palestinian territory the army
says are meant to pre-empt Pal-
estinian attacks on Israelis.
The force of three tanks,
about 20 armoured personnel

for peace

carriers and some 20 jeeps, en-
tered Hebron before daybreak

. and left a few hours later, wit-

nesses said. Palestinian security
officials said the Israeli military
arrested three persons during
the incursion, one of them a lo-
cal leader of the Islamic militant
group Hamas. It was not imme-
diately clear who the other two
were,

On Wednesday, the Israelis
staged a quick raid on Beitunia,
a suburb of Ramallah and were
holding Bethlehem and sur-
rounding villages and refugee
camps for a fourth day, keeping
residents in their homes as they
searched for militants, explo-
sives and weapons.

In Beit Sahour, next to Be-
thlehem, soldiers detained a
woman who was “on her way to
carry out a suicide bombing at-
tack,” the military said, identify-
ing her as 20-year-old Arin
Ahmed. Israel Radio said she
planned to bomb the Israeli city
of Rishon Letzion last week but
changed her mind at the last
moment. On May 22, a 16-year-
old Palestinian blew himself up
in Rishon Letzion, killing him-
self and two Israelis.

The Israelis lifted the curfew
in Bethlehem for a few hours on
Wednesday to allow residents to
buy food. — AFP, AP
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1 hurt in fresh

Israeh strlkes
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Jerusalem May 30

ISRAELI TROOPS staged
fresh raids in the West Bank
and wounded 11 people in
the Gaza Strip today as Eu-
ropean and US envoys pur-
sued efforts to revive West
Asia peace talks. -

On the political front, Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon emerged stronger
from a coalition crisis when
the ultra-Orthodox Shas
party, which he had dis-
missed for rejecting an aus-
terity package, agreed to
back it and rejoin the Gov-
ernment. Palestinian wit-
nesses said Israeli gunfire
wounded 11 people, includ-
ing an 1l-year-old, during
clashes in Rafah, in the
southern Gaza Strip near
the border with Egypt.

The witnesses said young-
sters had thrown pipe bombs
at three tanks and a bulldoz-
er near a border fence.
Troops had responded with
gunfire. The Israeli army
said it had no reports of vio-
lent incidents in the area.

Israeli armour rumbled

out of bron after an
overnight {sweep in which
the army 5aid it had seized
four wanted men allegedly
including a jehad militant
Mohammed Sider. Palestin-
ian security sources said
the army had tried to kill
Sider twice before.

Palestinian witnesses
said Israeli tanks re-entered
northern districts of the
West Bank city of Jenin and
at least one explosion was
heard. Troops imposed a
curfew.

Israeli military sources
said the troops were chasing
a Palestinian who drove
through a checkpoint. He
was caught and later re-
leased. But armed men ap-
peared and shooting start-
ed, so the soldiers ordered a
curfew while they hunted
for the gunmen.

German Foreign Minister
Joschka Fischer had talks
with Sharon today William
Burns, US Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Near East
Affairs, was to see the pre-
mier later.

Reuters
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{ibya offers to pay $2.7 b to

Pan Am blast victim

By Matthew L. Wald wp‘"& Lockerbie, Scotland.

¢ Under the offer Libya

Qashington: Libya has of-
fered to pay $2.7 billion in
compensation to the families
of the 270 people killed in the
1988 crash of Pan Am 103, ac-
cording to gevernment offi-
cials and a lawyer represent-
ing the families. But the
lawyer said the offer was
made on the condition that
the U.S. and the UN dropped
their sanctions against Libya.

The offer amounts to pay-
ing $10 million for each vic-
tim of the bombing, includ-
ing the 259 passengers and
crew members on the Boeing
747 and the 11 people killed
on the ground when the air-
craft plunged into the village

would pay $4 m for each vic-
tim when UN sanctions were
lifted, $4 m when American
sanctions were removed, and
$2 m when the U.S. took Libya
off the list of states that
sponsor terrorism.

The offer, which would re-
solve a civil suit, does not in-
clude an admission of re-
sponsibility by Libya. But the
governments of the U.S., the
UK and Libya are negotiating
a statement to that effect and
are scheduled to meet again
in June in London. Lee S.
Kreindler, a lawyer repre-
senting 118 of the victims
said on Wednesday that he
exnected T.ihva ta accent re-

(“" \')

s; families

sponsibility for the bombing.
ut a White House official
aid on Tuesdy night that the
offer did not cover that issue.
As a result, the official
said, “this is a necessary
step, but it is not sufficient.”
It was not clear on Tues-
day night whether all the

families would accept the ef-
fer. NYT News Service /
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MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY 28. For
over a decade, analysts and
commentators on Arab politics
have been troubled by the ques-
tion of the course that the pres-
sure for change will eventually
take. There was an obvious
need for the democratisation
and liberalisation of a civilisa-
tional stretch of territory where
change was being most strongly
resisted.

But at the same time, there
were also fears that undemo-
cratic forces would use demo-
cratic means to capture power
only to ensure that the process
of political liberalisation and
modernisation were reversed.

Bahrain has now become the
first of the Arab States to show
that a median way is possible. A
unique feature of the local body
elections held in this island
kingdom earlier this month was
the manner in which Islamist
political forces swept the board.
Every single woman candidate
got wiped out in the first round
and male candidates espousing
secular values fared slightly bet-
ter. Candidates of Islamist per-
suasion, whether of the Shia or
Sunni variety, won nearly 80 per
cent of the 50 seats that are allo-
cated equally among five mu-
nicipalities.

The elections were held on a
non-party basis but neither the
winning candidates nor the
Government is seeking to hide
the fact that the Shia political
body, Wefaq, has emerged by
far as the strongest political or-
ganisation in the kingdom while
other Islamist forces too per-
formed handsomely.

The Shia organisations were

4

A woman casts her vote in the municipal election in
Bahrain In this May 16 ,2002 flle photo. Many candidates
complained that rivals used pressure tactics
especially with elderly voters.

in the forefront of the agitations
that rocked the kingdom in the
mid-1990s as various groups
pressed for democracy and the
restoration of the 1973 constitu-
tion.

Many of the Shia clerics were
either jailed or forced into exile
till the present Emir, now king,
Sheikh Hamad bin Isa al Khali-
fa, ascended the: throne and
granted a general amnesty.

Sheikh Hamad, who had
been considered a conservative
till he ascended the throne, sur-
prisingly took his country in the
other direction by launching a
process of  reconciliation
through the grant of amnesty
and numerous other gestures.
He topped it off by formulating
a National Action Charter that
charted a calibrated path to-
wards liberalisation and demo-
cratisation. The Charter was

adopted by an overwhelming
vote at a national referendum
and the municipal polls were
the first step towards establish-
ing a more democratic form of
government.

Sheikh Hamad’'s reforms
have not gone as far as some of
the Bahraini political forces had
hoped for. Instead of restoring
the 1973 constitution, he prom-
ulgated a new basic law that at
once converted the emirate into
a kingdom and provided for an
elected legislative body.

However, much to the cha-
grin of the political forces, the
new constitution also_provides
for a non-elected body, to be
nominated by the king, which
will have powers equal to the
elected legislature.

The Wefaq, among other po-
litical formations, has not de-
cided whether it will contest the

ocracy

parliamentary polls to be held

in September, and thereby im- |

plicitly endorse the new consti-
tution and its provision for a
non-elected chamber of parlia-
ment.

ut this is where the Wefaq
and other Bahraini political for-
mations display a level of matu-
rity seldom seen in Arab
politics.

They have decided that they
will not give up their demand
for full democratisation but nei-
ther are they threatening to re-
sort to violence or other
democratic means if their de-
mands are not met.

The Bahraini political forma-
tions are neither behaving like
many of the political parties in
other Arab countries that are
passive nor are they behaving
like the Islamic Salvation Front
in Algeria that launched a sav-
age struggle when its attempt to
win power through the ballot
box was frustrated.

From the agenda that they
have set for themselves, it
would also appear that the We-
fag and other formations are
not interested in setting up a
theocracy if they do ever attain
power. As shown by the resuits
of the local bodies elections,
Bahrain is at heart a conserva-
tive society.

But every one here also
knows that the cosmopolitan-
ism that they allow to thrive
alongside is a unique selling
proposition for this island.

Accordingly, the Wefaq and

" others are concentrating on

what political formations any-
where should be focussing on
— education, employment and
public health.

e




Tsraeli ar}ny/raids Bethlehem

(y v\
Bethlehem (West BanR): Israeli tanks and
troops moved back intoiBethlehem, amidst
gunfire and at least two explosions, two weeks
after the army lifted a siege of militants inside
the Church of the Nativity, witnesses
said.They said troops moved back into the city
late on Saturday and told residents to get off
the streets because a “closed military zone”
had been declared and a curfew was in force.

Israeli military sources confirmed Israeli
forces were operating in Bethlehem, the West
Bank city hold to Christians worldwide, but
gave no details.

Witnesses said Israeli tanks opened fire on

the West Bank city of Tulkarm on Saturday.
Hospital sources said a 55-year-old was Killed
by heavy machine gun fire as he stood on his
balcony. The army did not immediately com-
ment on the report.

The raids followed a week of growing ten-
sion that has alarmed international leaders,
who fear a new surge in violence could scup-
per their efforts to revive peace talks after 20
months of Israeli-Palestinian conflict.The
Palestinian attacks are part of an uprising
against Israeli occupation in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip that erupted in September
2000 after peace talks deadlocked. reuters
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“Tsraeli tanks enter

\.,W

Agence France Presse

JERUSALEM, May 23. — Israeli
tanks rolled into Palestinian-con-
trolled Hebron and Jenin over-
night and arrested 16 Palestini-
ans, a military source said today.

Thirteen Palestinians were ar-
rested in Hebron, in the south-
ern West Bank, three of whom
were wanted by Tel-Aviv for al-

leged aggression against the Is- .

raeli state, the source said.

The other three were de-
tained in Jenin town, in the
northern West Bank.

The troops subsequently with-
drew from the Palestinian-con-
trolled part of Hebron, the
source said.

The incursions came only four
days after 15 Israeli tanks
backed by a helicopter gunship
rolled into the northern West
Bank town of Tulkarem for the
second time, injuring several
people, witnesses said.

The army confirmed the oper-
ation and said its troops had
withdrawn after carrymg out
searches.

Hebr?n |
Fire at embassy in Pa}us

PARIS, May 23.— A fire erupted early this morning at the Israeli
embassy in Paris, causing serious damage, but 1o injuries.

The fire broke out in an unoccupied wing of the embassy that was
being rénovated, police said. About 60 people.in an adjacent build- |
ing were evacuated. Fire Capt Laurent Vidert described the build-
ing as “badly damaged” on four levels. Five firefighters were lightly
injured while battling the blaze.

Dozens of firefighters and fire vehiclés were at the scene, as was
prime minister Mr Jean-Pierre Raffarin and interior minister Mr
Nicolas Sarkozy. French President Jacques Chirac telephoned Isra-
eli ambassador Eli Barnavi and assured everything would be done to
determine the cause of the fire: — AP

Meanwhile, Palestinian secur-  shops in the town’s refugee camp

ity and medical sources said four
Palestinians were wounded, one
seriously, in an Israeli incursion
late last night into Rafah, in the
southern Gaza Strip.

The casualties included an 18-
year-old girl who was badly
wounded in the head and a 15-
year-old boy, they said.

Eight tanks penetrated some
200 metres into Palestinian terri-
tory, opening fire with heavy ma-
chine-guns as bulldozers demol-
ished four houses and a dozen

near the border with Egypt.
Hezbollah denial: Lebanon’s |
fundamentalist Hezbollah mov-
ement denied US allegations
that it posed a potential threat to’
the United States of America, in"
a statement carried by the Leba-
nese press today. “The US Ad-
ministration from time to time
makes baseless accusations
against us, saying that Hezbollah
constitutes a potentiel threat to

American territory,”ty state-

ment said.
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“Sharon sacks coalition

JERUSALEM, MAY 21. The Israel}‘\
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
has ordered the dismissal of
Cabinet Ministers from the ul-
tra-Orthodox Shas Party.

The decision came yesterday
after Shas voted against the
Government on an emergency
economic plan presented in
parliament. “Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon this evening or-
dered the immediate dismissal
of four Shas Ministers ... follow-
ing this evening’s Knesset vote
against the Government’s eco-
nomic programme,” the Prime
Minister’s office said in a state-
ment. It added that dismissal
notices had been delivered to
the Ministers.

Despite Mr. Sharon’s deci-
sion, he would retain control
over a majority of seats with 65
legislators in the 120-member
Parliament, said political ana-
lyst Yaron Deckel. Mr. Deckel
said that Mr. Sharon was now
becoming increasingly depend-
ent, however, on his alliance
with the centre-left Labor Party.
Shas is the third largest party in
Israel. Meanwhile, an opinion

Ministers

&

The Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon (right), attends a
Knesset session in Jerusalem on Tuesday. — Reuters

poll published today said Yasser
Arafat’s popularity has been
slipping amid growing dissatis-
faction with his corruption-rid-
den regime, but no other
Palestinian can muster enough
support to pose a serious chal-
lenge to the Palestinian leader.

The survey also indicated
that there is overwhelming sup-
port among Palestinians for re-

forms
corrupt

including firing
Cabinet

ministers,

streamlining rival security ser-
vices into one force and holding

elections within the coming

months.
he survey was conducted be-
tween May 15-18 by the Palesti-
nian Centre for Policy and
Survey Research, an independ-
ent think tank, with 1,317 adults
interviewed face-to-face.
_ It had an error margin of 3
| percentage points.
! According to the poll, Mr.
| Arafat has the support of 35 per
! cent of Palestinians, compared
to 46 per cent in July 2000, be-
fore the outbreak of fighting
with Israel, and 36 per cent in
December 2001,

Marwan Barghouti, the leader |

of Mr. Arafat’s Fatah movement
in the West Bank, came in sec-
ond, with 19 per cent.

Mr. Barghouti was arrested
by Israeli security forces last
month suspecting he financed

and co-ordinated attacks on Is- |

raelis by Fatah gunmen. — AP
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A{ Smart less

Ny :
L5 AN\ UN relaxes sanctions on Iraq

Iraqi civiltaps can now breathe easy, with the UN approval of
a new range of “smart sanctions” against Iraq which lifts res-
trictions on imports on a vast variety of goods of everyday use.
Earlier sanctions had been tough and punitive — they led to
widespread shortages of essential goods and the decimation of
the Iragi middle class. Meanwhile, an elite foyal to Saddam
Hussein lived well by smuggling oil to Syria, Jordan and else-
where and procuring what they wanted in return. It is clear that
broad spectrum sanctions ended up by having an effect oppo-
site to that intended: it was hurting ordinary people more than
a pro-Hussein elite. Seven years ago an “oil for food” progra-
mme was initiated under UN supervision, but it prevented such
essential items as medicines and health equipment from getting |
through. The role played by the US in enforcing the curbs help-
ed inflame anti-American opinion in Arab countries. “The
sanctions regime became unviable long ago but the current US
need to build diplomatic support in the region was probably the
immediate catalyst which compelled its re-examination.

Under the new “smart sanctions” regime, only those items
which could have military use will be targeted. Baghdad, of
course, is not too happy and wants all sanctions lifted. This,
however, would have to wait until it can convince the world that
it is no longer developing weapons of mass destruction. It has
been suggesting some sanctions of its own, such as that the
Arab League should cut off oil supplies for US support to Israel
against the Palestinians. The proposal is a non-starter, as weal-
thy oil-producing countries are no less dependent on oil exports
than the West is on imports. Hussein suspended Iragi exports
for a month but was forced to restore them — the suspension
was a gambit to align himself with popular opinion in Arab
streets that their governments are not doing enough to deter
Israeli aggression. Kofi Annan, meanwhile, has gone on record
saying an attack on Iraq would be unwise. The relaxation of
sanctions indicates such an attack is not imminent.
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Pergs outlines new
L¢ Avk

H9 -1
JERUSALEM, 'MAY 19. The Israeli
Foreign Minister, Shimon Peres,
outlined a peace plan on Sun-
day that calls for streamlining
the Palestinian security forces
immediately followed by the es-
tablishment of a state in areas
already under Palestinian con-
trol. o

However, it was not clear how
much support, if any, the plan
would generate. ,

Mr. Peres, a leading dove,
said in a radio interview on Sun-
day that he is trying to get the
Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, and the international
community to support the pro-
posal.

Mr. Sharon has accepted a

Palestinian state in principle

but says it can only be establish-
ed after-a long interim process
that would last years, possibly
even a decade or more. His Li-
kud party last week adopted a
resolution ruling out a Palesti-
nian state altogether.

Under the plan set out by Mr.
Peres, the Palestinian Author-
ities’ separate security forces
would be centralised into one
unified command. It would be
followed by a Palestinian state
established in areas the Palesti-
nians currently control, a proc-
ess that could occur within
weeks.

The agreements would be im-
plemented over a second year.

The plan seems unlikely to
garner support in Likud.

Meanwhile, in the latest vio-
lence, a suicide bomber deto-
nated his explosives on Sunday
in a fruit and vegetable market
in the coastal city of Netanya,
killing one and injuring at least
28 people, Israeli officials said.
Israel’s rescue service said that
six of the injured were in a seri-

peace plan

c

ous condition. There was no im-
mediate claim of resppnsibility.
In other incidents, Palesti-

nian gunmen opened fire on
Sunday on a convoy of Jewish
settlers in the Gaza Strip, the Is-
raeli army said. During an ensu-
ing gun battle, four soldiers

were lightly wounded.
Hamas’ offer
The militant Palestinian

group Hamas has said it was
ready to stop attacks on Israeli
civilians if Israel ceased its at-
tacks on Palestinians civilians.
The spiritual leader of the
Hamas, Sheik Ahmed Yassin,
told the Saudi newspaper Al Ja-
zira that Hamas’ military wing,
Izzedine al Qassam, attacks Is-
raeli civilians “in response to
the death of Palestinian civil-
ians at the hands of Israeli sol-
diers”. ‘“We are the first to reject
the killing of civilians, and we
decided to abide by this policy,
but the Israeli forces committed
massacres against our peaple in
Jenin and other areas, and this
is what made us respond with
the same method,” he said.

E.U. accord on exiles

The European Union has
agreed on how to share out the
13 Palestinian exiles who are
temporarily staying in Cyprus,
the Spanish presidency of the
European Union said today.
The Spanish Foreign Ministry
said three would be taken in by
Spain, three by Italy, two by
Greece, two by Ireland, one by
Portugal and one by Finland,
while one would remain in Cy-
prus. The E.U. had been stalled
over a decision on the militants,
expelled after a 38-day siege at
the Church of the Nativity in Be-
thlehem. — AP, AFP
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By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) MAY 18. The
Palestinian Authority, under
domestic as well as internation-
al pressure, has declared that it
will try to reform itself, But they
have yet to decide whether they
will concentrate on a change in
personnel or a change in sys-
tems or a combination of both.
But whatever changes are envi-
saged will take place, they say,
only after Israel withdraws its
military to the positions it held
prior to the launch of the intifa-
da.

On Thursday the Palestinian
declared

{ that presidential and parlia-

mentary elections should be
held by the year-end. They also
wanted Palestinian Authority
President, Yasser Arafat, to trim
his Cabinet and grant greater
autonomy to the judiciary. Just
how effective the Legislative
Council has been till now can be
gauged from the fact that its ex-
istence would have been forgot-
ten if its Speaker Mr. Ahmed
Korei had not been such a
prominent peace negotiator.
Mr. Arafat has by and large
ruled by ignoring both the legis-
lature and the judiciary of his
state-to-be.

However, just after the legis-
lature’s declaration of Thursday
Mr. Arafat announced that elec-
tions to the local bodies and
Parliament would be held in
two- phases with the first to-
wards the end of this year and
the second in the beginning of
the next. Numerous Palesti-
nians, including leader of his
own Fatah faction, have com-
plained for years that Mr. Arafat
was wasting an opportunity to
create the first truly democratic
system in the Arab world.

These critics appear to have
become emboldened of late af-
ter Mr. Arafat, through his au-
tocratic mode of functioning
has led his people into one crisis
after another. Mr. Arafat re-
mains he foremost symbol of
the Palestinian cause and he is
in no danger that any among his
people will try to replace him.
But the demand for a more lib-
eral and transparent dispensa-
tion has always been sirong and
it can probably find more scope
for expression now that Mr. Ara-

<" Pressu re on Arafat to
0 undertake reforms

Palestinian children play in a field next to the destroyed
Palestinian media bullding in the West Bank clty of Ramallah
on Saturday — AFP

fat’s dozen-odd security servic-
es have been mauled by the
Israeli army.

Arab governments, under the
instigation of the U.S. adminis-
tration and quite unmingdful of
the need to reform their own
systems, have been pressing Mr.
Arafat to undertake reforms.
The U.S. administration has ex-
pressed the view that the reform
of the Palestinian Authority is
essential. They have not gone as
far as the Israel Government,
which insists that reform of the
Authority is a pre-requisite for
the initiation of peace negotia-
tions, but do see a connection
between reform and negotia-
tions to a final settlement.

The U.S. administration has
also warned that it will channel
its fund directly to charities
rather than through the Author-
ity unless reforms are carried

out. But after allowing his offi-
cials to announce that elections
would be held from the end of
the year Mr. Arafat changed his
mind on Friday and declared
that the elections, and other re-
forms, would ensue only after
the withdrawal of the Israel mil-
itary from the positions they
currently occupy very close to
Palestinian towns and villages.
To Israel, and many others, this
could come as a cheap ploy to
get their army to withdraw. But
that is Mr. Arafat’s intention ap-
pears to be a factor of secondary
importance.

The fact is that with Israel fur-
ther tightening the procedures
for travel and transport of goods
between the Palestinian towns
it has become more difficult for
Palestinian officials to their
work done.
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/I\rgfat promises PA
57" reforms, polls v

RAMALLAH (WEST BANK}%& The Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat,
bowed to international pressure today and ordered a complete over-
haul of his Palestinian Authority as well as new elections.

Mr. Arafat also shouldered the blame for unpopular deals to break
the Israeli siege of his compound. “I will present a new formula for the
administration of the Palestinian Authority (PA) and its ministries
and security apparatus in order to rebuild it on a firmer basis,” he told
a special parliamentary session. “We want to totally separate the
judicial, executive and parliamentary branches,” he said. “We must
prepare for elections and prepare for reforms. But let me have some
time to prepare for that,” he said.

The E.U. foreign policy chief, Javier Solana, said Mr. Arafat had told
him he planned to hold legislative polls followed by municipal elec-
tions “as soon as possible, either at the end of the summer or the start
of the fall.” The polls would give “a bit of breath to democratic life and
to the life of Palestinian structures,” he said.

A White House spokesman said the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, wanted “action that will lead to a better life for the Palestinian
people and will enhance the prospects for an enduring peace.” Mr.
Arafat said he was still dedicated to peace with Israel. “Peace was and
| will remain our strategic option. I will never give it away... between us
and the Israelis, because peace is in our joint interest.”.

Mr. Arafat reiterated calls for an end to attacks on Israeli civilians,
saying they boosted Israel’s international standing to the detriment of
the Palestinians. Speaking on the 54th anniversary of the creation of
the State of Israel, a day known as the “catastrophe” to Palestinians,
{ Mr. Arafat also took personal responsibility for highly unpopular
deals that ended the sieges at his offices and Bethlehem’s Nativity
Church by the Israeli army.

The Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, who addressed his own
parliament the day before, said there could be no peace talks with the

“corrupt and dictatorial” PA until it carried out fundamental reforms.
But Isra}iﬂl{i‘al reaction to Mr. Arafat’s speech was dismissivyl
AFP /4
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on his travel . — Ar

WEST ASIA / SETBACK FOR SHARON 9- 14

leud not for Palestinian

TEL AVIV, MAY 13. In an embar-
rassing political setback for the
Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, the central committee
of his right-wing Likud Party
voted against the creation of a
Palestinian State.

Likud’s 2, 600~member str
Central Committée, ‘1ag
overwhelmingly endof§e&a res-
olution moved by Mr. Sharon’s
political rival, Benjamin Neta-
nyahu, which read, “No Palesti-
nian State will be created west
of the Jordan (the river),” refer-
ring to the area including the
West Bank, Israel and the Gaza
Strip.

On the other hand, Mr. Sha-
ron’s proposal to postpone a
vote on a resolution completely
rejecting a Palestinian State,
suffered a defeat in a secret bal-
lot by a margin of (669) 59 to
(465) 41 per cent. Frantic last-
ditch efforts to find a compro-
mise that would prevent an em-
barrassment for the Prime
Minister failed as both Mr. Sha-
ron and Mr. Netanyahu went
head-to-head at the raucous
meeting over whether the party
should vote on the resolution.

The party’s central commit-
tee’s adoption of the resolution
is seen as a direct contradiction
to the position Mr. Sharon has
expressed in the past by publi-
cly expressing readiness, at least
twice, to back the creation of a
Palestinian State. Last night’s
vote also undermines Mr, Sha-
ron’s position within his party
and the ruling coalition which
could also inflict political dam-

age to Israel and provide Pal-
estinians a diplomatic edge in
the international arena.

In his speech before the vote,
Mr. Sharon argued that the Li-
kud central ‘committee’s ap-
proval to reject the idea of a

lete Palestinian  State

' W‘o tl precipitate international

pressure on Israel and tie his
hands diplomatically at a time

E.U. nations’ offer

BRUSSELS (BELGIUM), MAY 13.
European Union Foreign
Ministers said on Monday
six E.U. nations would take
in the 13 Palestinian mili-
tants who were freed last
week from Bethlehem’s
Church of the Nativity and
flown to Cyprus after a 39-
day standoff with Israeli
troops.

Italy, Spain, Greece, Pog-
tugal, reland and Belgium
stepped forward to house
the militants, the E.U. spo-
keswoman, Anna Rodri-
guez, said as the Ministers
met in Brussels. — AP

when he needed to be strength-
ened. He said Israel could not
negotiate with the Palestinians
before terror ended and their
leadership underwent massive
reforms.

“There can be no peace with
terror, with a man of terror. To
make real “peace for genera-
tions, we must beat the terror.

. exiling Mr. Arafat from the terri-
‘fories,

tate

There is no (ﬂ'ne way,” Mr. Sha-
ron said.

In an apparent bid to woo
members in his favour, Mr. Sha-
ron reminded that a Likud-lgd~
government had already partic-
ipated in a regional peace con-
ference in Madrid in 1991 and
that Mr. Netanyahu was part of
the Israeli delegation that time. ,
“1 did not shake Arafat’s hand,”
Mr. Sharon said in an apparent
reference to Mr. Netanyahu
who shook hands with Mr. Ara-
fat when he was the Premier.
“Peace is possible, but there
must be two basic conditions, a
complete halt to the terror, vio-
lence and incitement” and “the
Palestinian Authority must car-
ry out internal reforms in every
way — ori security, the econo-
my, the legal system and within
society,” he said.

In a clear showdown, his ri-
val, Mr. Netanyahu called for

“We have no choice but
to exile Arafat,” Mr. Netanyahu
said as he criticised the Govern-
ment’s policies and urged Likud
to reject the possibility of a Pal- |
estinian State.

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat today
left Ramallah for the first time .
since Israel confined him to the

West Bank town six months ag
— PTL, AP, AFP /



Arab troika
backs Israelw
peace deal

Sharm el-Sheikh (Egypt), May
12 (Reuters): The Presidents of
Egypt and Syria and Saudi Ara-
bia’s Crown Prince Abdullah af-
firmed yesterday their commit-
ment to pursuing a peace deal
with Israel in exchange for occu-
pied Arab land.

Meeting for the first time sin-
ce an Arab summit endorsed the
Saudi-sponsored land-for-peace
plan in March, Egypt’s Hosni
Mubarak, 8yria’s Bashar al-As-
sad and Prince Abdullah also ur-
ged the global community to
push Israel to withdraw from oc-
cupied areas to pave the way for
peace after decades of bloodsh-
ed.

“The three leaders stressed
their commitment to the Arab
peace initiative...and that this
initiative is the basis for any
Arab action for achieving a just
and comprehensive peace,” a
joint final statement said.

“The three leaders affirmed
the Arabs’ sincere desire for
peace,” said the statement, read
to reporters after the talks in the
Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sh-
eikh. “They urged all countries
tostand by Arab rlght& and pre-
ssure Israel to withdraw from all
occupied lands,” it said.

The three-way talks also
marked the first head-to-head
meeting between Saudi Arabia’s
de facto ruler and the other Arab
leaders since he discussed ways
to revive the peace process with
US President George W. Bush
last month.

Sherif said Mubarak, Assad

and Prince Abdullah — all major:

Arab players in the West Asia
peace process — had reiterated a
rejection of violence, but re-
newed their backing for a 19-

month- old Pal stmlan uprising
against Israeli occupation in
which at least 1,347 Palestinians
and 473 Israelis have died.

AsRed whether they were re-
jecting violence under US pres-
sure, Egypt’s foreign minister
Ahmed Maher said: “When the
Presidents of Egypt and Syria
and the Crown Prince of Saudi
Arabia meet, they don’t respond
to pressure from any country.
They respond to the desire of the
Arabnation to realise peace.”

Saudi Arabia, which'has no
border with Israel and has long
stayed on the fringes of the con-
flict, has taken an increasingly
central role since its initiative
was adopted by Arab leaders.

The plan offered normal ties
with Israel inreturn for a full Is-
raeli withdrawal from occupied
Arab land, the establishment of
a Paledtinian state and a resolu-
tion of the Palestinian refugee
problem.

While Israel has welcomed
the Saudi initiative, it has ruled
out a full withdrawal from lands
occupied in the 1967 West Asia
war.

Egypt, the first Arab state to
make peace with Israel, has tra-
ditionally played a mediating
role in the region, and some ana-
lysts say Cairo had felt sigelined
by the new Saudi role. {

- Egypt's moderate t(:ne ,has
often, corffasted. wn:h ‘Sysi
more haw}h stance tow Is-
rael. 8yrid which wants the re-
turn of the Golan Heights seized
by Israel in 1967, is stilt officially

~at war with the Jewish state.

"But Maher denied there had
been any difference of gpinion
yesterday between ia and
anyone else.
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*~The solution is the problem

The US presents itself asa peace bro%‘er mn est Asza ;)w rec%l is different, says Noam-Chomsky

‘A YEAR ago, the Hebrew Uni-
versity sociologist Baruch Kim-
merling observed that “what we
feared has come true — war ap-
pears an unavoidable fate”, an
“evil colonial” war. His col-
league Ze’ev Sternhell noted
that the Israeli leadership was
now engaged in “colonial polic-
ing, which recalls the takeover
by the white police of the poor
neighbourhoods of the blacks in
South Africa during the
apartheid era”.

Shortly before joining the
Ehud Barak government, histo-
rian Shlomo Ben-Ami wrote that
“the Oslo agreements ( the peace
process begun in 1993) were
founded on a neo-colonialist ba-
sis, on a life of dependence of
one on the other forever”. He
soon became an architect of the
US-Israel proposals at Camp
David in 2000, which kept to this
condition. At the time, West
Bank Palestinians were con-
fined to 200 scattered areas. Bill
Clinton and Barak did propose
an improvement: consolidation
to three cantons, under Israeli
control, separated from one an-
other and from the fourth en-
clave, a small area of East Jeru-
salem, the centre of Palestinian
communications. The fifth can-
ton was Gaza. It is understand-
able that maps are not to be
found in the US mainstream.

No one can seriously doubt
that the US role will continue to
be decisive. It is crucial to un-
derstand what that role has
been, and how it is ;nternally
perceived. The version of the
doves is presented by the editors
of the New York Times, praising
President Bush’s “path-breaking
speech” and the “emerging vi-
sion” he articulated. Its first ele-
ment is “ending Palestinian ter-
rorism” immediately. Some time
later comes “freezing, then
rolling back, Jewish settlements
and negotiating new borders” to
allow the establishment of a
Palestinian state. If Palestinian
terror ends, Israelis will be en-
couraged to “take the Arab
League’s historic offer of full
peace and recognition in ex-
change for an Israeli withdrawal
more seriously”. But first Pales-
tinian leaders must show that
they are “legitimate pawtners”.

The real world has little re-
semblance to this self-serving

After 30 years of the US undermining Palestinian rights, President Bush (right) is being praised for ‘rescuing’ Arafat from Israeli attacks

portrayal. In the real world, the
primary barrier to the “emerg-
ing vision” has been, and re-
mains, unilateral US rejection-
ism. There is little new in the
current “Arab League’s historic
offer”. It repeats the basic terms
of a security council resolution
of January 1976 which called for
a political settlement on the in-
ternationally recognised bor-
ders. This was backed by almost
the entire world, but opposed by
Israel and vetoed by the US.

Not surprisingly, the guiding
principle of the occupation has
been incessant humiliation. Is-
raeli plans for Palestinians have
followed the guidelines formu-
lated by Moshe Dayan. Thirty
years ago, Dayan advised the
cabinet that Israel should make
it clear to refugees that “we have
no solution, you shall continue
to live like dogs, and whoever

wishes may leave”.

It is regularly claimed that all
peace proposals have been un-
dermined by Arab refusal to ac-
cept the existence of Israel (the
facts are quite different), and by
terrorists like Arafat who have
forfeited “our trust”. How that
trust may be regained is ex-
plained by Edward Walker, a
Clinton adviser: Arafat must an-
nounce that “we put our future
and fate in the hands of the US”
— which has led the campaign to
undermine Palestinian rights.

The problem traces back to
Washington, which has persist-
ently backed Israel’s rejection of
a political settlement. Current
modifications of US rejection-
ism are tactical. With plans for
an attack on Iraq endangered,
the US permitted a UN resolu-
tion calling for Israeli withdraw-
al from the newly-invaded terri-

tories “without delay”. But sec-
retary of state Colin Powell’s ar-
rival in Israel was delayed to al-
low the Israeli defence force to
continue its destruction.

When the current intifada
broke out, Israel used US heli-
copters to attack civilian targets.
A few weeks later, Israel began
to use US helicopters for assassi-
nations. These extended last Au-
gust to the first assassination of
a political leader: Abu Ali
Mustafa. That passed in silence,
but the reaction was quite differ-
ent when Israeli cabinet minis-
ter Rehavam Ze’evi was killed in
retaliation. Bush is now praised
for arranging the release of
Arafat from his dungeon in re-
turn for US-UK supervision of
the accused assassins of Ze’evi.
There is no talk of any effort to
punish Mustafa’s killers.

Further contributions to en-

PHOTO: AP

hancing terror took place last
December, when Washington ve-
toed a security council resolu-
tion calling for dispatch of inter-
national monitors. Ten days ear-
lier, the US boycotted an inter-
national conference in Geneva
that concluded that the fourth
Geneva convention applies to
the occupied territories, so that
many US-Israeli actions there
are “grave breaches”, hence war
crimes. As a “high contracting
party”, the US is obligated to
prosecute those responsible for
such crimes, including its own
leadership. Until such matters
enter mainstream discussion in
the US, and their implications
understood, it is meaningless to
call for “US engagement in the
peace process”, and prospects
for constructive action will re-
main grim.

The Guardian
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Bahrain holds first poll in 29 years

PA ) w
By Kesava Menon  {~( s

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY 9. Bahraini voters
today went to the polls for the first time in
29 years to elect the members of five local
bodies. The vote was the first stage in a
democratisation process that will culmi-
nate with Parliamentary elections in
September.

All Bahraini citizens, as well as all citizens
of the Gulf Cooperation Council member-

States who reside or own property here, are,

entitled to vote. Of the 316 candidates, 31
are women — a remarkable number given
that women have yet to win the right to vote
in nearby Kuwait, a more established de-
mocracy, and are banned from even driving
in Saudi Arabia.
. Of the more than 237,000 eligible constit-
“uents, authorities expected a turnout of at
least 70 per cent. Voters will choose 10
members to each of the five local bodies.

“93' "4 A

A woman casts her vote in
Manama on Thursday. — AFP

Two candidates from the southern district
have returned unopposed.

The poll is part of the implementation of
the National Action Charter, which was
adopted after a referendum in 2001. After
that vote, the King, Sheikh Hamad bin Isa al

Khalifa, ordered the release of all political
prisoners, withdrew special security laws
and promulgated a new Constitution.
Opposition groups, who had thrown the
island into turmoil in the mid-1990s, have
begrudged the process ever since, but the
public have been far more enthusiastic.
Bahraini dissidents, who had hoped for a
more thorough democratisation, complain
that the heads of the municipal bodies to be
constituted after today’s vote will be ap-
pointed. The Parliament will also compose
of two bodies of equal strength — one cho-
sen through free franchise and the other to
be nominated.Municipal elections were
last held here in 1957. The last elections to
any organisation were held in 1973, when a
Parliament was chosen. That Parliament
was dissolved in 1975 and the demand for
Parliamentary restoration was a major

cause of the agitations that rocked the js—"

land from 1994 to '96.
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Israel trains its guns

® on Gaza Strip? '\

By Kesava Menon

Manama (Bahrain), May 9. Is-
rael has reportedly massed its
tanks on the outskirts of Gaza
Strip even as its Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon and the Defence
Minister, Benjamin Ben Eliezer,
considered their response to the
suicide bombing on Tuesday
night in which 15 Israelis were
killed. The Israeli cabinet,
which convened in an emergen-
cy session at the Ben Gurion air-
port in Tel Aviv minutes after
Mr. Sharon returned from the
U.S., authorised the Prime Min-
ister and Defence Minister to
take any action that they
thought fit. The Israeli media
today speculated that another
incursion into Ramallah could
be chosen as an alternative to
the plan to strike in Gaza. The
choice of target is likely to de-
pend on the Israeli assessment
of where the terrorist behind
the attack in Rishon Lezion
came from.

Hamas has already claimed
responsibility for the attack and
most the infrastructure of this
organisation is located in the
Gaza Strip. But the Gaza Strip is
even more densely populated
than the West Bank and the ref-

ugee camps there are- much big-
ger. Any military incursion
there will inflict far more civil-
ian casualties than in the West
Bank and Israel has already
come in for severe condemna-
tion for its actions in the Jenin
refugee camp.
The Foreign, Minister, Shi- |
|

mon Peres, has warned his col-
leagues in the cabinet that great
care should be taken to ensure
that any action is focussed only
on the terrorist infrastructure '
and does not affect civilians.

The Palestinian Authority has
already taken over a dozen men
into custody and its president,
Yasser Arafat, has gone on air to |
warn his people not to attack Is-
raeli civilians while telling his
security forces to resist Israeli
soldiers and Jewish settlers.

There is speculation that Mr.
Arafat may well be the target of
the retaliatory action that Israel
is expected to take at any mo-
ment.

Mr. Sharon and his army
chief, Shaul Mofaz, have made
no secret of their desire to expel
Mr. Arafat from West Asia
though the heads of the intelli-

step.
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By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY 8. The
Palestinian leader, Yasser Ara-
fat, ordered his security forces
to prevent “all terrorist oper-
ations” against Israelis after a
suicide bomber killed 15 per-
sons and himself in an attack in
the industrial town of Rishon
Letzion, near Tel Aviv.

Mr. Arafat condemned the at-
tack as the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Ariel Sharon, flew back to
Israel for an emergency cabinet
meeting after cutting short a
visit to the United States. Mr.
Sharon is expected to press for
tough retaliatory action, includ-
ing the expulsion of Mr. Arafat,
despite a strong condemnatory
statement by the latter.

Last night's explosion took
place in a third floor billiards
hall packed with people. A man
carrying a briefcase filled with
explosives and metal scrap is re-
ported to have blown himself
up in an explosion which was so

powerful that it blew away the )'bqen broken

‘morith-lo

walls outside the hall and tossed
up a refrigerator several feel
across the road. Most of the vic-
tims are reported to be middle-
aged or elderly.

Hamas is reported to have
claimed responsibility for the
attack. Earlier, a Hamas politi-
cal activist, while stating that he

Israell policemen Inspect the damage st a.snao
southem suburbs of Tel Avly on Wedses

Palestinlan suicide bomber killed 15 people and wounded
dozens more. — AFP :

could not confirm whether his

‘organisation had indeed carried

out the operation, boasted that
the attack showed that the Pal-

estindan . resistance had. not
despite  the
Israeli military op-
erations. Officials of the Palesti-
nian Authority privately told the
Israeli media that they were fu-
rious with Hamas. ‘

The statement of condemna-
tion issued by the Palestinian
Authority is unprecedentedly
strong and the Authority will do

itself a world of good if it arrests
those behind the blast, This
brutal and short-sighted action
by Palestinian extremists has

“‘played right into the hands’of
- Mr. Sharon. The Israeli Prime

Minister had set a series of stag-
gered objectives for his Wash-
ington visit. He had initially
hoped for U.S. support for his
declared aim of deposing Mr.
Arafat and replacing him with
what he calls a more moderate
leadership. Since senior U.S. of-
ficials declared on the eve of his

visit that they were not interest-
ed in supperting such plans (at
least for. now), Mr. Sharon
moved to the lesser objective of
making the Palestinian Author-

ity more “transparent and dem- -

ocratic”.

The U.S. appeared to have
agreed to support Mr. Sharon
with Mr. Bush saying that his
ClA chief, George Tenet, will go
to West Asia to help integrate
the multiple security services of
the Authority. Mr. Bush also
said that the U.S. wanted the PA
to be more accountable. No
one, least of all, ordinary Pal-
estinians, would object if their
Authority did become more ac-
countable. But the welfare of
the Palestinians never has been
much of a pnonty for Mr. Sha-
ron.

In asking for the reform of the
PA before engaging it in politi-
cal negotiations, Mr. Sharon’s
objective appears to be the ex-
tension of Israel’s occupation of
the Palestinian tefritory. Mr.
Sharon can after all continue to
insist that the PA has not re-
formed itself enough even if an
autocrat like Mr. Arafat does
somehow initiate a process of
reform. Now with the suicide
bombing, Mr. Sharon can hope
to revive his original objective of
deposing Mr. Arafat and send-
ing him into exile.

g MAY 20




gf(/\ ms/ Need For A UN-Spqnsored Ceasefire Force

cynical world watcher had this to
say about the ongoing turmoil in
West Asia: “All that we need now is
for the USA to attack Iraq and, bingo,
we have the third world war”. He may
not be far wrong in his observation.
Author Paul Erdman in his telling book,
“The Crash of ‘79” expounds just such a

scenario. Some nuances of the Palestine
x3u€ require w ve mullcd vver Decause

the bottomline in the West Asian crisis
is the Israel-Palestine problem.

B e s e "ETS NONE SRS Ay L SR W,
QUIPIISHIELY, UIC AlUtUUC UL UIC AldL

states towards Palestine leaves much to
be desired. One of the main reasons for
the region’s disturbed condition is the
reality  that the Arabs have left the
Palestinians to fend for themselves
against a far superior Israel.
Periodically, the Arab regime issues
political statements which actually mean
little and are ineffectual. The perennial
schisms among the Arab nations are
responsible for this even in the matter of
arresting Palestinian bloodshed. It is
horrifying to see Palestinian boys and
girls blow themselves up as human
bombs to secure some nebulous
objective.

Fissures in Arab world

The Saudi Arabian royalty very credi-
tably suggested a worthy plan for diffu-
sing the critical situation and called an
Arab League conference in Beirut.
Sadly, this turned out to be a damp
squib with 10 out of the 22 members
staying away. These fissures among
Arab leaders have been a long-standing
problem. The Gulf Cooperative Council

also experienced this type of an internal *

cold war till Riyadh took the initiative to
round up the GCC group and produce a
semblance of cooperation. Obviously,
things have gone back to square one as
the Beirut meet showed.

It is questionable whether the Arabs
really acknowledge the Palestinians as
one of their own people in letter and
spirit or whether it is more a subject of
appearances. Renowned West' Asia ex-
pert Eric Silver once explained this as an
ego syndrome — each Arab ruler appa-
rently rides his personal ego and this
precludes creating any mature political
equations within the lot. For instance,
Lebanon’s present interfering in the
conflict is inexplicable especially after
Israel vacated southern Lebanon two
years ago.

If the Organisation of Islamic Con-
ference with its near-sixty members can
prevail on West Asian Arab nations to
get their act together for once and for-

mulate a workable foundation for Pales-
tine, the latter might have hopes for sur-
vival. Else, the stakes are unmanageable
now.

Arab martial history too is intriguing.
The world famous Arab steed has
always becn Synonyrnous with its heroic
mounted fighter, dating back some one
thousand years. What has happened to
him today? EHe is but -a shell of his
legendary predecessor. Ten Arab states
are unable to settle scores with a tiny

longer the\ conflict, the greater the
revenue from sales of weapon systems.
These merchants’know that “donations”
to the right quarters produces the
desired marketing tactics! Incidentally,
Israel is also guilty on this score.

What {S to-be donc for stability in
West Asia? The Arab nations must take
up Palestine’s cause as a pan-Arabic one

and establish a solidified stance to this™ —

effect. President Hoshni Mubarak of

Jewish one which they surround from
three sides, with the sea on the fourth.

India should step in

If Arabs are so egoistic, then their
1967 debacle in battle should have
steeled their resolve all the more to wipe
out the humiliation suffered at the
hands of the Jews. To be sure, the
military performance of the Arabs in the
1973 war was infinitely better than in the
previous one but the ultimate outcome
remained inconclusive due to one
fundamental flaw, namely, absence of a
centralised strategic leadership.

Egypt’s Gamel Abdel Nasser and
Anwar Sadat proved to be the only two
Arab leaders who genuinely tried for a
Palestine-Israel detente. Yet Sadat’s
assassination threw up an incisive poin-
ter: how serious are the Arabs in resol-
ving their differences with the Jews? Do
the Arabs find it more profitable to keep
the problem alive? .

" One suspects that arms merchants
maintain high interest in““cauldron
boiling” (as the expression goes) —
somewhat like Kashmir — because the

Egypt would be the appropriate choice

to preside over such a stance, taking
over the leadership from Yasser Arafat.
Next, the cornerstone for reviving the
defunct peace process should be the
deployment of a UN-sponsored multi-
national Ceasefire Force in the region
which would enforce a ceasefire
between the two warring sides by
actually participating in the fighting as a
military monitor. The CF has to
physically engage both the Israeli as well
as the Palestinian troops and will
continue this engagement till a halt to
the fighting is brought about.

The composition of the CF should be
three to four army divisions — say from
India, Russia and the USA — and an
aircraft carrier from the European
Union, perhaps from France. India can
offer the CF commander as we have a
proven record in this line. UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan stated recently that
there is a requirement for a UN peace-
keeping force in West Asia. This war-
rants a correction. The word “peace-
keeping” has totally lost its meaning in
the current generation’s conflict zones
as is evident in Bosnia, Kosovo, and
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parts of Africa. This antique word
should be deleted from the UN
vocabulary and replaced by the term
“peace enforcing”.

Once the CF brings about a ceasefire,

‘the 2000 Bill Clinton-Ehud Barak

proposals of Sharam el Shaikh need to
be reactivated. However, this delicate

transfusion has to be coordinated by a
neutral country. India would bt idcat for

this mission. One of India’s most
notable foreign policy successes has
been set iug Up 10Titan relations wi
Israel in 1992 without drawing - any
backlash from the Arab nations. Both .
Tel Aviv as well as a host of Arab
countries, Palestine included, have been
regularly interacting with New Delhi via
their emissaries. '

1l

Now is the moment. for India to .

capitalise on this remarkable diplomatic
balance by involving itself in the task of
conjoining the two hostile West Asian
neighbours into a “unity in diversity”
ambience: )

Where lerusalem is

Parleys to this end should be held at a
suitable place in India, far removed
from West Asia. A fresh, dispassionate
look at the 2000 proposals, specifically
the plus points, is called for and the
onus would be on India to check any
“blame game” that might ensue as the
talks get under way. India has to govern
these talks with a rigidly annexed term
of reference. The only way to a
permanent solution is accepting
coexistence in kind as a fait accompli.
Pragmatism must be the key word e.g.,
why cannot Jerusalem remain an
unbiased shrine city and let Ramallah
become Palestine’s capital?

India possesses the perspicacity to
coax and cajole both sides to end a
useless feud. Our heterogeneous
culture, interminable patience, and high
tolerance quotient will be of immense
avail in pushing through a final solution.
If Norway can broker stability in Sri
Lanka, India too can do likewise in what
is considered as the globe’s most high
intensity, geo political incendiary.

It would be fitting to quote two
engaging verses from Dahlia Lavi’s’
immortal song, “Jerusalem”: “Where
the mothers of sons never cease their
weeping/Where the fathers of faith in
the ground lie sleeping/ Where the
sands of time have a whirlwind reaping/
Where Jerusalem is!/ When will
tomorrow’s sons, tomorrow’s daughters/
Have a taste of the bread cast upon the
waters/ And put down the swords that
perform' the slaughters/ Where
Jerusalem is!”



By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, MAY 14. The
United Nations Security Coun-
cil has unanimously approved
an overhaul of sanctions against
Iraq. The 15-0 vote today tight-
ens the military embargo
against the Saddam Hussein re-
gime but eases the flow of civil-
ian goods. Syria was originally
expected to at least abstain
from voting but eventually
joined the other 14 members to
give unanimity to the Council
decision. )

A formal vote of the Council
on the revamped sanctions was
postponed on Monday after the
Syrian delegate asked for an ex-
tra day to consult with his Gov-
ernment. The - Council, on
Monday, rejected a series of
amendments put forth by Syria.

One such amendment was
the right of self-defence of a
member-state in the face of at-
tack -— a reference to the U.S.
threat to forcibly remove Sad-
dam Hussein from power if he
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% U.N. votes new lraq
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SMART SANCTIONS?: An iraqi woman looks after her
child, a leukemla patlent, at a hospital in Baghdad in
this February 2002 flle photo. More than 1.6 mililon
Iraqis, inculding nearly 6,75,000 children aged under
five, have died from diseases and malnutrition caused

by U.N. sanctions, Iraq’s Health Ministry sald.

did not allow weapons inspec-

Damascus maintained that its

tors back into the country. But amendment had to do with the

sanctions «- ;¢

\q

No Fly Zones currently Qeing
enforced by the U.S. and! Bri-
tain.

The new resolution, when
passed, will extend the Oil-for-
Food programme for another
six months. But, by far, the big-
gest change in the sanctions re-
gime is that it includes public
services such as education and
water supplies as well. The doc-
ument contains a rather lengthy
list of goods that should have
review and approval before
shipment to Iraq. But the Coun-
cil is placing no constraints on
the shipment of humanitarian
goods.

Some Council members such
as the U.S. have been quite wary
of some of the requisitioned
items by Iraq on grounds that
there is potential for military
use. Washington has held up an
estimated $ 5 billion in con-
tracts. The changed framework
of the Iraqi sanctions comes af-
ter months
scenes diplomacy between the
U.S. and Russia.

of behind-the- |
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JERUSALEM, MAY 5.
The Israeli Gov-.
ernment released
a 100-page intelli-
gence report today
alleging that the §
Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, §
masterminded -
and financed a
wave of suicide at-
tacks against the
Jewish State.

The report
charges that Mr. §

Arafat’s  Palesti- §
nian  Authority §
used  European

Union (EU) funds
to finance about
500 militants re-
sponsible for wag-
ing the terror
campaign. It will
be presented by
the Prime Minis-
ter, Ariel Sharon to
the U.S. President,
George W. Bush,
during their meet-
ing in Washington
on Tuesday and is
the crux of a
mounting  Israeli
effort to sideline
Mr. Arafat from any West Asia
peace efforts.

“Arafat and his close aides are
directly responsible for the
cold-blooded murder of Israeli
citizens,” said the Israeli Minis-
ter without portfolio, Dani Na-
veh, who compiled the study
from documents reportedly
seized by Israeli intelligence of-
ficers during the army’s month-
long West Bank campaign.

The report identifies Mr. Ara-

rorist” network and accuses Mr.
Arafat of heading the Al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigades which has
claimed responsibility for many
of the recent suicide bombings
in Israel.
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to present Bush
" ;}; port on Arafat
183 .

An Israeli Cabinet Minister, Dan Naveh,
presents a govemment report on the
involvement of the Palestinians in
terrorism against Israel in Jerusalem on
Sunday as a Joumalist flicks through
i, in foreground. — AP

The bound book provide:
photocopies of documents tha
purport to show Mr. Arafat’
signature on payment orders fo
many of the Palestinian mili
tants.

Other documents are order
to militants to enrol women an:
children in suicide brigades an.
show the Fatah and Al-Ags
Martyrs Brigades signing off o

_requests for shipments of weay
1 ens‘and explosives.
fat’s Fatah movement as a “ter- -

-Meanwhile, one of the Rc

‘man Catholic priests from tt

besieged Church of the Nativi
in Bethlehem said today 1|
hoped negotiators would reac
a breakthrough “in a fe
hours.” — AFP /
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Israeli-Palestinian conflict has
ong ceased to be — indeed, it never
was — a local struggle, but has bec-
ome emblematic of a global conflict
in which the actors are, as well as bearers of
their own implacable animosities, also sur-
rogates for other hatreds, both ancient and
;; modern. It is not only the estranged kinship
"+ of three major monotheistic religions: in
this small space is concentrated, in its most
naked form, the most impossible project of
globalisation, in the growth and expansion
of Israel (representatives of the global rich)
on the one hand, and the retreat and inten-
sification of misery of the Palestinians (the
global poor), on the other.
The conflict is made the more bitter by the
fact that it has evolved out of the determi-
nation by the West to “resolve” the outcome
of half a millennium of adventuring across
the world on a continent that is not its own.
The repatriation to Europe in the 1930s of
its doctrines of racist colonialism, the subse-
quent holocaust in the cradle of civilisation,
has been re-exported once more; with the
curious inversion, whereby the Israelis
have assimilated aspects of the ideology
that laid waste Jewish life in Europe. In
this sense, the remnant of a wrecked civili-
sation were promoted to the Yole of hono-
rary Europeans, no doubt in expiation of the
incomparable injury they had suffered.
What used to be called “the question of Pal-
estine” (the interrogative has now been
dropped) also exemplifies the further effects
of the crumbling of empires: territories em-
erging from the dissolution of the Ottoman
Empire in the middle of World War I, were
taken under the protective wing of the two
'remaining — and already tottering — imp-
erial powers. No doubt as a result of more
urgent preoccupations (it was the time of
the murderous battle of Paschendaele), Bri-
tain announced its commitment to both
Arab self-determination and, at the same
time, through the Balfour Declaration, to

The confrontation hetween
the Jewish state and
stateless Palestinians is
also about how the First
World meets the Third
World, not in the
ceremonial conference
halls of international
diplomacy hut in the hard
face-to-face hetween
cinderblock slums and

settlers’ villas

the setting up of “a Jewish home” on the
same narrow strip of (apparently) neglected
and sparsely inhabited lapd.

The Ottoman Arab territories were alloca-
ted to “spheres of influence” of the waning

colonial powers in contention. Britain and

" France, disregarding the slaughter to
which, at the time, they had committed
their own young men in the name of the
nation-state, did not doubt the wisdom of
such institutions; and they resolved that
the “sovereignty” of the lands emerging
from the Ottoman Empire would be re-
shaped in the image of the European na-
tion-state, itself virtually a guarantee of fut-
ure strife.

The confrontation between the Jewish
state and stateless Palestinians is a symbol
of an unequal struggle; although behind the

_ victimised Palestinians now lies the bor-
rowed power of both a resurgent Isiam and
also of the permanent majority of the dis-
possessed of the earth. This is how the First

World also meets the Third World in this
spot, not in the ceremonial conference halls
of international diplomacy but in the hard
face-to-face between cinderblock slums and
settlers’ villas. The USA prefers to attack
the poor of the earth by means of the inter-
national institutions it controls; but in West
Asia it is different: here, it does not disdain

. the deployment through its principal emis-
sary, by its emissary of its limitless and
monpolistic “weapons of mass destruction”.

Al the unresolved tensions of the modern

. world are gathered here: the legacy of rac-

ism, colonialism, the fate of a whole world

* reshaped in the image of European nation-

states, the apparently unbridgeable divide
between rich and poor, global injustice —

- nothing that troubles the world today is

absent from the tormented history of Pales-
tine; although much of it now lies in the
sub-political stratum of consciousness, be-
neath the stark 'daily encounter between

Israelis and Palestinians.

Tt should scarcely surprise anyone in this
context that there is violent conflict over
possession, not merely of land but of nar-
ratives, myths, stories and ideologies. Not-
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hing that happens here is not frayght with
a symbolic weight which nourithes the
sense of destiny of one group or angther —
tales of sacrifice and martyrdom, ‘of per-
secution and salvation, and perhaps, most
potent of all, of versions of paradise, both
terrestrial and celestial. Here, it seems, the
roots of human identities are hopelessly en-
tangled; growing out of the same earth, the
very inextricability of faiths creates jealous-
ies of exclusiveness so that the even most
banal brutalities become transfiguring mo-
ments. .

Above all, the decay of secularism and the
death of social hope have fed peoples gorged
on despair. The loss of a vision of the amic-
able co-existence of diversity in the interest
of some project that went beyond sectar-
ianism — socialism, the Bund, brother- and
sisterhood, the kibbutz and the commune
— has thrown people back upon the most ir-
reducible elements of their identity. As well
as resurrecting ancient religious divisions
and rivalries, fundamentalisms and extre-
mes, this is also the essence of globalism.
Nothing in this story is random, although
much of it emerged as a by-product of the
self-interest of other, dominant powers. It
should not be thought that the “Balfour
Declaration” was a chance event in 1917. It
was issued at the moment
when Britain’s adversary,
Germany, was itself about to
lend its support to a similar
proposition; and the British
had no intention of being
outwitted by their enemy.
The British policy of gaining
Jewish support in Europe for
the allies against Germany
promised “the establishment
in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people”.
The nuance is significant, for
there was no mention of a
state, much less of sover-
eignty. It was not to be “the”
home, less still “the home-
land”. Whether or not Brit-
ain had the right to “dispose
of’ the territory, and the
extent to which the commit- |
ment to Arab sovereignty
was incompatible with this,
sowed the seeds of what has
subsequently become contin-
uous warfare of varying in-
tensity.

The idea of a Jewish state,
conceived by Theordor Herzl,
founder of the Zionist move-
ment in response to the pog-
roms of Eastern Europe in
the late 19th century, was
based upon smallscale immi-
gration to Palestine from the -
Jewish diaspora. By the turn
of the 19th century there
were about 50,000 Jews in
Palestine, about one-tenth the number of
Arabs.

In the final draft of the Balfour Decla-
ration, it was insisted that “nothing shall be
done which may prejudice the civil and reli-
gious rights of non-Jewish communities in
Palestine”. Sir Edward Montagu, Secretary
of State for India and the only Jewish mem-
ber of the British government, reacted
against the declaration, disavowing Zion-
ism, since if Palestine were to be designated
a Jewish state, it would “become the world’s
ghetto”. He forecast that other countries
would use this as a reason to get rid of their
Jewish people, and predicted that the area,
which plays such a large part in Jewish his-
tory, is also sacred to Christianity and Is-
lam, and likely to create intolerable friction.
Subsequent expulsion of Jews from the
Arab countries, in which they had repre-
sented substantial minorities, did not dis-
confirm this pessimistic view.

Some accommodation of the British pro-
mise to both Arabs and Jews might have
been possible had it not been for the rise of
Nazism in Europe, the systematic persecu-
tion and industrialised extermination of the
Jews. Racist ideologies and civilising mis-
sions, invoked in order to empty continents
and to lay down models of “settlement” by
colonisers, which have been used to such ef-
fect all over the world in ostensibly “un-
occupied” territories, “unproductive” land
and areas occupied by lesser peoples, ret-
urned to the heartland of Europe in the
mid-20th century to instruct and terrorise
those who thought themselves the enlight-
ened of earth.

The accounts by early Jewish settlers in
Palestine emphasised the desolation of the
places they had come to, and their trans-
formation of the barren landscapes. There

or
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is a lyrical literature of the ways in which
the pioneers transformed the scrub and
waste. A people, ignorant of the land, were
changed into husbandmen and women, as
they set up their plantations of oranges, al-
monds and vines, introduced the motor-
pump “in place of the blinded camel or
mule”. They cleared stagnant pools by
planting eucalyptus, sent students all over
the world, and “brought back to the East
the latest developments in Western dry-
farming”. In other words, they laid down
the rudiments of a highly industrialised ag-
riculture: forerunners of a later “green rev-
olution” with its miracles of productivity, a
model subsequently employed globally to
disemploy subsistence farmers everywhere.
The League of Nations which came into
being in 1919, introduced the idea of the
“mandate”, which was a compromise bet-
ween imperialism and a growing recog-
nition of the right of peoples to self-deter-
mination. It was a sort of provisional colo-
nialism, a transitional arrangement, which
placed territories “under the tutelage of

..

Unidentified British security experts and Palestinians
outside the prison in the West Bank city of Jericho where
they will assess the prison’s suitability for housing

Palestinian prisoners. — AFP

advanced nations”. Syria and Lebanon were
“awarded” to France, Palestine, Transjor-
dan and Mesopotamia (Iraq) to Britain; all
territories were to become independent at a
future date. Iraq became independent in
1922, Jordan 1946 and Palestine not at all. _
Palestine, was under military occupation
from December 1917. The Zionist Commis-
sion at the time reported that it was impos-
sible to arrive at an amicable understan-
ding with the non-~Jewish elements of the
population. The anomaly of land, farmed by
Muslim peasants under occupation by a
Christian power and about to pass into an
era of Jewish colonisation, perhaps struck
the administrators of it with fewer qualms
than it perhaps ought to have done.

The King-Crane Commission (1919) rep-
orted “anti-Zionist feeling in Palestine is in-
tense and not lightly to be flouted... Dec-
isions requiring armies to carry out, are
sometimes necessary, but they are surely
not gratuitously to be taken in the interests
of a serious injustice. For the initial claim,
often submitted by the Zionist representa-
tives, that they have a right’ to Palestine,
based on an occupation of two thousand
yea(li-s ago, can hardly be seriously consid-
ered”.

The history of the region is full of unheeded
prescient prophecies. The British Mandate
which came into force in 1923 accepted that
the Mandatory would be responsible “for
both securing the Jewish national home,
and also for safeguarding the civil and reli-
gious rights of all the inhabitants of Pales-
tine, irrespective of race or religion”. It
seems that colonial powers are often ani-
mated by a conviction that their military
power is competent to settle any dispute:
they mistake their power for providence,
their strength for justice.
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In the 1920s, about 100,000 Jewish im-
migrants arrived in Palestine. The first loss
of life in the developing conflict occurred in
the riots of 1921. By the 1930s, hostility bet-
ween Zionists and Palestinians made it in-
creasingly difficult for the British to control
the situation. In 1929, fighting between
Jews and Palestinians led to the deaths of
220 people.

When Hitler came to power in 1933, Jew-
ish immigration increased sharply; and
about 250,000 arrived in the 1930s, raising
the percentage of the Jewish population to
about 30 per cent. A major Palestinian reb-
ellion in 1936 demanded independence. The
British were attacked, as well as settlers.
There were curfews, internments, large
parts of the Arab town of Jaffa were dem-
olished; a barbed wire fence was set up al-
ong portions of the Syrian, Transjordanian
and Lebanese borders. By 1938, virtual mil-
itary occupation was established to deal
with bombings, land mines and killings.

A Royal Commission into the “disturban-
ces”recognised the claims of both sides and
recommended the partition of Palestine.
“Partition” as an exit-policy for empire was
a necessary consequence of British duplicity
in the territories it had ruled with such dis-
astrous consequences — the divide-and-

= Tule that had temporarily
prolonged its control over
lands it had subjugated. In
the ponderous and magister-
ial language which character-
ises royal commissions, Brit-
ain admitted not error but a
pained recognition that its
benign assumption of respon-
sibility had not worked out.
Its conclusion was a state-
ment of the breathtakingly
obvious: the disturbances
were caused by 1) the desire of
the Arabs for national inde-
pendence and 2) their hatred
and fear of the establishment
of the Jewish national home.
Royal Commissions were hab-
itually used to sanctify what
everyone already knew, and
to signal that recognition of
this had finally reached the
f| eyes and ears of the ruling
4 castes of Britain.

Partition was unacceptable
to-the Palestinians, and the
Zionist Congress in 1937 also
rejected the proposal. The
London Congress of 1939 tur-
“ried”into two sephrate dial-

ogues, since the Arabs refused
to recognise the Jewish rep-
resentatives. The British gov-
ernment rejected both the es-
tablishment of a Jewish State
and Arab demands for Pales-
tinian independence. Immig-
ration would end, after 75,000
new Jewish migrants to Israel in the
following five years. The termination of the
mandate was fixed for 1949, and, ever
optimistic, the British declared that then an
independent Palestine would allow for joint
participation of both Palestinians and Jews.

The curb on Jewish migration in 1939 is a
curious comment on events in Europe. The
USA showed itself to be little more merciful
than the Europeans. Even in 1946, when
the full effects of the holocaust had become
known, the Anglo-American Enquiry Com-
mittee recommended that a mere 100,000
migrants be admitted to Palestine.

The British obsession with the legality of
migration in 1947 resulted in 18,000 illegal
migrants in detention, while 820 people
were held in custody, all but four of them
Jews. Resentment at British restrictions on
Jewish migration led to an intensification of
action against the British by the Haganah,
Stern Group and Irgun, In July 1946, an
explosion at the King David Hotel, which
housed the Government Secretariat, killed
more than 90 people. In his condemnation
of terrorism, Winston Churchill used for-
mulae that the Israelis have subsequently
employed.in relation to the Palestinians. “If
there is to be any hope of a peaceful and suc-
cessful future for Zionism, these wicked a
activities must cease, and those responsible
for them must be destroyed, root and
branch.”

A Syrian delegate at the conference of
1946 stated the obvious. “The Arabs of
Palestine were not responsible in any way:
for the persecution of the Jews in Europe.”

By a strange mutation of history, just as
Europe purged its responsibility (an aber-
ration, a rare departure from the high prin-
ciples observed by the cradle of civilisation),
so by a collusive historical role-change, in-

. ‘ D - volving all parties, the guilty as well as the
"innocent, the responses of Arabs - that the

Jews would be driven into the sea — revi-

D ved Jewish fears that were well-founded;
s of hi

and part of the struggle became a ghostly
replay of the unfought battles against Naz-
ism, the desperate courage of a war waged
against ghosts, the agents of exterminism,
a fight against the irremediable. Of course,
wars against ghosts soon became wars
against flesh and blood; with the conse-
quences the world has seen. :
When Israel, declared Independence in
May 1948, and the Arab states attacked
and were defeated, the pattern of
resistance and power was settled for the
next half century: the story of expulsions,
“cleansings”, occupation, dominance,
enslavement, collective punishment,
expansion, and resistance, wars, reprisals
massacres and murder; and the myths of
statehood, the right of return from two
generations of exile; above all, the illusion
of prevailing, the dream of defensive walls,
of stamping out terrorism, of humbling
pride, the gory delusion of victory and the
promise of peace, and the constant
elusiveness of security — the history of the
20th century replays itself endlessly,
obsessively, as though by perpetual re-
enactment it can be exorcised. It is sig- -
nificant that it was not until 20 years after
Israel’s declaration of independence that
the United Nations referred for the first
time to “the national rights of the Pales-
tinians”.

The rest is not so much history as myth
and fable, an interlocking construction of
mutually dependent ideologies of oppres-
sion and liberation. The existing struggle is
not the unfinished business of a small cor-
ner of the planet. It holds a mirror to the
future. In the absence of any secular, sup-
ranational ideology of social justice and hu-
man emancipation, in the vacuum left by
the death of socialism, in the triumphalist

The lessons of history are
supposed to prove the
sagacity of the powerful.
But it seems a gross
miscarriage of justice that
the Palestinians should
bear the sorrows of ancient
imperial errors, and to
carry on their
overhurdened shoulders
the long-term effects of
racism and colonialism...

eyt i d e .
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obituaries over the enéi.ng of overarching
ideologies (except that of global capital), we
are left with irreducible core identities of
faith or race.

A whole world now sees in its skin-colour,
its religion, its ethnicity, its communal int-
erests, its chance occupation of this or that
patch of earth as its sole reason for exis-
tence; and its purpose is to prevail against
others. Far from these being archaic strug-
gles, dissolved in universal plenty and over-
taken by wisdom, education and enlight-
enment, they offer people renewed mean-
ing and significance in the universal exile of .
humanity in the deserts of globalisation.

The Western powers constantly invoke
“the lessons of history”, an appeal which is
partial, selective and amnesiac. Even if this
were not so, history would still remain a
melancholy and unreliable instructor since
its capacity for self-repetition goes on un-
disturbed. The lessons of history are sup-
posed to prove the sagacity of the powerful.
But it seems, to put it mildly, a gross mis-
carriage of justice that the Palestinians
should bear the sorrows of ancient imperial
errors, and to carry on their overburdened
shoulders the long-term effects of the rac-
ism and colonialism of powers which now
promote themselves in the world as the em-
bodiment of sagacity and justice. Those
whose myopic self-interest set in train the
fateful events have long sought conceal-
ment of their own part in a conflict for
which all traces of their responsibility have
been effaced, unhappily, and not for the

- first time, by the blood of others.

Pity both Israelis and Palestinians — in-
volved in emblematic wars not of their
choosing, but exemplifying, not so much
ancient feuds that will play themselves out
with the establishment of a Palestinian
state, as premonitory struggles of the time
to come.

(The author lives in Britain. He has written
plays for stage, television and radio, made
TV documentaries, published more than 30
books and contributes to leadihg kournals
around the world.) -




Israel lifts Al;afat siege

West Bank, May2 \/(

THE MONTH-LONG siege of
Yasser Arafat ended on Thursday
when Israeli forces completed
their withdrawal from the Pales-
tinian leader's West Bank com-
pound under a US-brokered deal.

But in a sign that tensions re-

main high, fierce -fighting

broke out overnight between Is-
raeli troops and Palestinian
gunmen in a standoff at the
Church of the Nativity in Beth-
lehem and Israeli troops briefly
raided the West Bank town of
Tulkarm.

In New York, UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan said he
would call off a UN mission to
investigate Israel’s assault on
the Jenin refugee camp and
Palestinian allegations of a
massacre there, after failing to
secure Israeli cooperation.

But the end of the siege of
Arafat in the West Bank city of
Ramallah met a key demand of
world leaders seekinganend toa
month-old Israeli offensive and
smoothed the way for a visit
planned by Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon to Washington next week.

Meanwhlle a gun battle erupt
ed at the Church of the Nativity
on Thursday, just hours after fire
engulfed parts of the besieged
compound during another fierce
firefight. A Palestinian police-
man holed up in the shrine was
killed and another man was
wounded. The latest fighting
erupted during Greek Orthodox
Easter week, a day before Good
Friday, according to the Ortho-
dox calendar. The residents of
biblical Bethlehem have been
confined to their homes by an Is-
raeli military curfew since
forces invaded the biblical town
on April 2 in pursuit of suspect-
ed Palestinian militants.

Axe on Arafat’s foreign tour:
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon says he cannot guaran-
tee that Arafat would be allowed
to return to the West Bank if
he travelled abroad to consult
with Arab leaders. Sharon told
ABC'’s Nightline TV programme
on Wednesday that the Palestin-
ian leader’s international trav-
els often were a sign for a “wave
of terror.”

Reuters

AFP PHOTO
Yasser Arafat is cheered by his supporters in Ramallah on Thursday.
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WEST ASIA / ISRAEL WANTS CONDITIONS MET

w”ﬁ\i U.N. team put on hold

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), APRIL 30. Is-
rael has said it will not allow the
U.N. fact-finding team to visit
the Jenin refugee camp till the
world body accepts the condi-
tions laid down by it.

A decision to this effect was
taken at a meeting of Israel’s se-
curity cabinet today. It appears
that the U.N. team, now in Ge-
neva and with its size increased

to nearly 20 members, will not |

visit Israel or the Palestinian ter-
ritories until both sides agree to
collaborate with it.

Israel has placed three or four
conditions for extending co-op-
eration to the fact-finding team.
It insists that any Israeli who is
questioned about the events
that took place during the in-
vasion of the refugee camp
should be given immunity from
prosecution. The demand for
immunity apparently stems
from the U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al, Kofi Annan’s statement that
the actions of the Israeliarmy in
ifi the con-

mission summons Israeli per-
sonnel or asks them to produce
documents. It says the U.N.
team should not have the right
to subpoena anyone at will.

Israel may be stalling in the
hope that the U.S. administra-
tion will step in and force the
U.N. to back off. In fact, some
Israeli analysts feel that Israel’s
acceptance of the U.S.-brokered
deal, which is to bring an end to
the siege of the Palestinian Au-
thority president, Yasser Arafat,
was a quid pro quo for U.S. ef-
forts on its behalf in respect of
the U.N. panel.

But Israel’s Foreign Minister,
Shimon Peres, today said in a
statement to Israel Radio that
since it was the U.S. which

A Palestinian raises his hands as he walks out of the Church mooted the fact-finding panel,
of the Nativity escorted by a monk in Bethlehem on Tuesday.
A group of 27 people began filing out of the church in the
largest such release since a four-week-old Israell siege of the visit to Jenin.

shrine began. — Reuters

ian laws.
Israel insists that apart from
international humanitarian

laws, the right of national self-
defence and the war against ter-

rorism should be used as yard-
sticks while judging its army’s
action in Jenin. The Israeli Gov-
ernment says it should be con-
sulted before the fact-findin:

1

it was unlikely that the adminis-
tration would thwart the team’s

However, according to stfé

" reports, Israel’s Prime Minister,

Ariel Sharon, is trying to put off
the visit of the U.N. panel at
le il after his trip to Wash-

ngton next Wednesda%
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Israel raids Hebron,

Hebron, April 29 v -

- e
ISRAELI TANKS and troops
raided the West Bank city of
Hebron on Monday, Kkilling
nine people, and an Israeli
sniper shot dead a Palestinian

of Bethlehem’s Church of the
Nativity.

The violence erupted hours
after Israel accepted a proposal
by President Bush that would
end its month-long siege of
President Yasser Arafat’s head-
quarters, but once again put off
a UN mission to the ravaged
Jenin refugee camp. .

Palestinian security sources
said nine people, including at
least two militants and three
security men, were killed after
Israeli forces backed by heli-
copter gunships surged into
Hebron overnight and began
house-to-house searches.

The raid followed a Palestin-
ian attack on a nearby Jewish
settlement on Saturday. in
which four Israelis were killed.

About 50 tanks and troop
carriers attacked the Palestin-
ian security compound in He-
bron, as 200 armoured vehicles
converged on the city where
some 400 militant Jewish
settlers live in heavily guarded
enclaves among 120,000
Palestinians. =~

The army attacked Hebron
despite US calls for it to leave
all Palestinian-ruled areas re-
occupied in the offensive
launched on March 29 after sui-
cide attacks killed scores of Is-
raelis. Palestinian Information

V-t
Minister Yasser Abed \Rabbo
called the assault a provocatibn
by the Israelis. “Their aim is in
fact to widen the attacks and re-
occupation of Palestinian
cities,” he told in an interview

,in%lamallah.
militant on the grounds

qsraeli Defence Minister
Benjamin Ben-Eliezer told re-
porters troops had seized 17
suspects, including wanted
men, in Hebron, along with
weapons and explosives, in-
cluding a car bomb. “We did
not go there to stay there,” he
told reporters. “We went there
to damage the terror infra-
structure and to leave.”

In Bethlehem, an army am-
bulance removed the body of a
member of the al-Agsa Mar-
tyrs Brigades, an armed group
in Arafat’s Fatah faction, after
an Israeli sniper shot him
dead. A Palestinian source
named him as Nidal Abayat
and said he had been standing
in the garden of the Church of
the Nativity An army
spokesman said the man had
been armed.

A militant holed up in the
church said 15 civilians would
leave the church on Monday in
a sign that a 26-day-old standoff

" with Israeli troops might be

hearing an end. The militant
said he and some 30 others

- wanted by Israel might agree to

be exiled to end the impasse.
“We will commit to any deci-
sions taken by Arafat no mat-
ter how difficult they are,” the
militant told on telephone from
the church.

Reuters

30 w0 2002

of the conflict, chks a narrow alleyway near the Church of the

in Bethlehem on bnday.
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. . AP PHOTO
An Israeli soldierackdropped by a poster showing Palestinian victims

Nativity



Jenin probe
blocked, Arafat

siege mig

W

ISRAEL APPROVED a US pro-
posal aimed at ending the
month-old siege of Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat’s com-
pound, but said it would bar a
UN fact-finding mission from ex-
amining what happened in the
battle at the Jenin refugee camp.

After a lengthy debate, Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s Cabinet
declared that the makeup and the
procedures set down for the Jenin
inquiry were “unacceptable”.
The team was scheduled to arrive
Sunday after several delays.

The mission is to look into a
bloody eight-day battle at the
Jenin camp, where at least 50
Palestinians and 23 Israeli sol-
diers died and Palestinians say
Israel massacred civilians. Is-
rael objects to the composition of
the team and its planned scope.

The Cabinet approved a state-
ment by Sharon that “conditions
have not yet been created which
would make it possible to accept
the fact-finding committee” into
the Jenin battle, effectively bar-

. ring it from the region.
. Arnon Perlman, a spokesman
for Sharon, said Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres spoke to the head of

Jerusalem, April 28

the team and informed him that-

the arrival of the committee will
be “delayed until further clarifi-
cations about current issues.”
Perlman said Sharon has been in-
vited to Washington next week
for talks with President Bush.
Communications - Minister
Reuven Rivlin said the UN was
out to “smear Israel.” A UN offi-
cial, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan was not overly
upset at the extra delay. .
The US plan for Arafat’s Ra-
. ‘mallah compound calls for US
' and British personnel to guard
six Palestinians wanted by Israel.

In turn, Arafat would be allowed

to leave his compound and move
freely in the Palestinian areas of

tend

i % nﬁ)\‘
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
US and Israeli officials said.

Mohammed Dahlan, a senior
Palestinian security chief, saiq
the US plan had not been form.
ly presented to the Palestiniaii
He noted that the Palestinians
are opposed to “turning our pris-
oners over to the Israelis or al-
lowing them to be imprisoned
outside Palestinian territories.”

Bush raised the proposal on
Saturday in a telephone conver-
sation with Sharon. He also
praised the Israeli Govern-
ment’s embrace of the plan.

If the Palestinians accept the
plan, it could end the long stand-
off at the shell-shattered com-
pound. Arafat has been confined
to the compound since early De-
cember, aside from a few brief
trips into Ramallah. He has not
been able to leave his office
building in the centre of the
compound since March 29, the
first day of Israel’s military in-
cursion into the West Bank.

The Israelis have sought cus-
tody of five Palestinians accused
of involvement in the October
killing of Tourism Minister Re-
havam Zeevi, and a sixth man,
accused of
weapons shipment from Iran
that was seized by Israel.

The Palestinians had arrested
the six and were holding them at
a prison in Arafat’s compound
before the Israeli incyrsion. The
six were moved into Arafat’s of-

fices to keep them out of Israeli,

hands.

Four of the men were convict-
ed of Zeevi’s killing in a brief
trial last week, and they received
sentences ranging from one to 18
years. Israel had insisted it
wanted the men tried in Israel,
but agreed to the. US
compromise.

It was not clear exactly where
the six wanted men would be im-

tinian territories.

organising a-

prisoried, but sources said- it
would be somewhere in theﬁlf{
P
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THE ‘UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP’ between the
United States and Israel is the latest diplomatic
card that the U.S. President, George W. Bush,
seems willing to play in a stated effort to end the
ongoing war involving the Jewish state and the
Palestinians. It is on the basis of the special
bond between Washington and the Jerusalem
establishment that Mr. Bush has at long last
called upon Israel to quit from the Palestinian
areas, which it invaded as part of a proclaimed
anti-terror operation of unprecedented propor-
tions that began almost a month ago. Invoking
an enduring truism of America’s foreign policy
as reflected in Washington’s reliability as an
abiding friend of Israel, Mr. Bush has under-
lined a specific demand. He wants Israel to end
its latest wave of military incursions into towns
and other places that fall within the political
jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority under
current international law. More impartantly, he
has called upon’Israel to do so “now”. Aware
that Israel’s Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, had
largely ignored the earlier American calls for
military withdrawals “without delay”, Mr. Bush
is satisfied that the Jerusalem establishment has
certainly “heard” him at this point. It is not
without enormous significance that the U.S.
President is now trying his hand at diplomacy in
West Asia after holding talks with Saudi Arabia’s
Crown Prince, Abdullah, who is also the king-
dom’s virtual ruler at this juncture.

There is no doubt whatsoever about Amer-
ica’s willingness to protect Israel in the face of
any challenge to its existence as a strong and
sovereign state in the midst of its Arab neigh-
bours. However, there is a particular purpose
behind Mr. Bush’s emphatic assertion at this
time that the U.S. will not allow the Jewish state
to be crushed. By reassuring Israel of the Amer-
ican resolve of such magnitude, he wants to
goad Mr. Sharon to vacate the Palestinian areas

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2002

U/

A PUSH FOR PEACE IN WEST ASIA?Q?)\D\
b

with a sense of confidence that there won’t be
any catastrophic backlash from the Arabs as a
result. The U.S. has at the same time called upon
the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, to ensure
that the anti-Jewish terrorist activities such as
suicide-bombings, which the Arabs portray as
sacrificial acts of martyrs, are called off com-
pletely. On the whole, however, Mr, Bush seems
to be counting on Saudi Arabia and others of its
line of thinking in West Asia to exert pressure on
Mr. Arafat. The U.S. President knows that there
are limits beyond which the rulers of several key
Arab states might not wish to antagonise Wash-
ington at this delicate moment in the global
“campaign” against the politics of terror. The
bargain that the U.S. seems to be pressing for is
that it will seek to rein in a militarist Israel if only
the major Arab powers could control the Pal-
estinian violence of a radicalised kind.

In a political sense, Saudi Arabia appears will-
ing to play such diplomatic chess with the U.S.
This explains thelatest reports of indications
from the Saudi side that it might not be eager to
turn its influence within the international oil
market against America’s interests in a blatant
attempt to drive a wedge between the U.S. and
Israel. Not only that. Crown Prince Abdullah ap-
pears to have supplemented his earlier initiative
for peace. He now wants some specific steps to
be taken by Israel for an immediate de-escala-
tion of its latest military operations so that the
earlier Saudi plan could be negotiated. The plan
consists of a quid pro quo — the vacation of all
Arab territories by Israel and a parallel recog-
nition by all Arab states of the right of the Jewish
state to exist within defined and defendable bor-
ders. The overall Saudi objective remains the
same as before — the creation of a viable Pal-
estinian state. With Mr. Bush seeking now to
intervene as an agent of peace, hopes may be
rekindled again.
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Saudi plan helpful,

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 27. The Unit-
ed States is considering an
eight-point plan, which the
Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah
has put forward to try and end
the current Israeli-Palestinian
violence.

The prince presented the
proposal at a meeting with the
President, George W Bush, at
the latter’s ranch in Crawford,
Texas.

The plan calls for an Israeli
pullback from Ramallah and the
deployment of an international
peacekeeping force, among
other measures. :

A White House spokesman
~ said the President considered

the Saudi plan “heipful” and
“constructive”. .... We’'ll contin-
ue to talk to the Saudis and con-
tinue to make progress around
those eight,” Ari Fleischer said.
The Saudi plan also calls for the
U.S. to take a lead in imple-
menting United Nations resolu-
tion 242, which calls for Israel to
withdraw from land seized dur-
ing the 1967 six-day war.

The Bush administration may
not be keen on deploying a mul-
tinational force though it may
be open to the idea of sending
unarmed monitors.Washington
also wants the borders issue to
be resolved through political
negotiations. One day after his
summit meeting with the
prince, the President kept up

the pressure on Israel, urging

the Jewish State to withdraw

from Palestinian areas “without

delay”. “Israelis understand my
position. I've been very clear
and there’s some progress.
We'll see what happens. I know
they’'ve heard us,” the President
said, adding that during his

says U-s- ﬁ‘)/q\jaa

“obligations” of Arab nations
were also discussed. By this,
Mr. Bush meant the Palestinian
leader, Yasser Arafat’s respon-
‘sibility to rein in terrorists and
the Arab media refraining from
harsh anti-Semitic rhetoric.
“All parties have responsibili-
ties in order to make sure
there’s peace. The crown
prince is interested in peace in
the region, and so am I,” Mr.
Bush said. “The crown prince
was clear in his denunciation of
terror. Chairman Arafat has got
obligations and so do the Israe-
lis,” the President maintained.

Prince Abdullah plainly told
Mr. Bush that U.S. credibility in
the Arab world would suffer if it
did not rein in the Israeli Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon. In his
response, the President said, “1
told the Crown Prince that
we've got a unique relationship
with Israel and that one thing
the world can count on is that
we will not allow Israel to be
crushed. I think that’s an im-
portant statement to make,”
Mr. Bush said.

The Republican administra-
tion has come under pressure
from the right with many mem-
bers of the party saying that
they are unable to comprehend
a policy of restraining Mr. Sha-
ron while the Government says
it has the right to keep the war
against terrorism “open end-
ed”.

Conservatives within the
party are also not happy that
the administration has agreed
to a United Nations fact-find-
ing mission visiting the Jenin
refugee camp. The Bush ad-

ministration has said that ther
is no evidence of a mass in
the camp.

-
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Abdullah

may ask

*'Bush to do more

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 25. The U.S.
President, George W Bush, is
due to receive Crown Prince Ab-
dullah, the de facto ruler of Sau-
di Arabia, at his private ranch in
Crawford, Texas, in what is be-
ing billed as a crucial meeting,
not merely for bilateral relations
but for promoting peace and
stability in West Asia.

The crown prince is one of a
small group of leaders, includ-
ing the Russian and British lead-
ers, who have been invited by
Mr. Bush to his ranch. The Presi-
dent attaches special signifi-
cance to a meeting on his Texas
ranch as opposed to a meeting
in the White House. Many say
the meeting, which will see
Prince Abdullah and Mr. Bush
discuss the West Asia peace
process, may not be smooth-go-
ing.

The Republican administra-
tion’s staunch support of Israel
has troubled its allies in the Arab
world. Saudi Arabia has been
plain in its criticism of the Bush
administration’s West Asia pol-
icy. “Ariel Sharon, a man of
peace? I don’t think even Ariel
Sharon believes that,” said the
Saudi Foreign Minister, Prince
Saud al Faisal, in reaction to Mr.
Bush’s statement saying that he
believed the Israeli Prime Minis-

tér, Ariel Sharon, was a of
peace. The two leaders are ex-
pected to discuss the peace plan
put forward by Prince Abdullah.
They are also likely to talk about
an intemational conference for
West Asia, a plan that as yet does
not have the full backing of the
Bush administration. The Re-
publican administration says a
meeting of Foreign Ministers
could be held initiaily. Prince
Abdullah is expected to tell Mr.
Bush to use his influence to per-
suade Mr. Sharon to lift the siege
on Mr. Arafat. A number of is-
sues have troubled relations be-
tween Saudi Arabia and the U.S.
in recent times. Questions have
been raised about the continued
use of the Prince Sultan Air Base
in the kingdom by the United
States. Apart from its anger that
15 of the 19 hijackers involved in
the terrorist attacks of Septem-
ber 11 were from Saudi Arabia, |
Washington has also been an- |
noyed by a telethon sponsored
by the kingdom to raise money
for the relatives of Palestinian
“martyrs” — the U.S. considers
the suicide bombers terrorists
and homicide bombers. At a
Senate hearing on Wednesday,
the Secretary of State, Colin Po-
well, said there were indications
that $100 million of the money
collected from the telethon
might have gone to the Hamas.
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Israel ‘aims to permanently. disable’ PLO

EDWARD A. GARGAN \01/ g
RAMALLAH (WEST BANK), APRIL 23
HE first thing Sabrine Wadir saw
+ when she shuffled inside- the
~wreckage of herschool Monday
morning was a framed square of
needlepoint that says:“God Bless our
School.” Below the frame, shiardsiof glabs
littered the floor. Splintered doors sagged
from their hinges. Blackboards® were
chalked with obscenities. Violin cases lay
empty, their instruments missing. A trio of
puppets was gone. “In my class, they de-
stroyed pictures, pictures of flowers,” the
shy 15-year-old eighth-grader whispered.
“There were SO many memories there. We
were all crying.”

For nearly three weeks, Israeli troops
occupied the Aziz Shaheen School, a grade
school for 800 girls. On their first day back
Monday, the pupils encountered the ruina-
tion left by those troops, a rampage of van-
‘dalism that renders instruction impossible.

After a three-week military campaign

(Left) Palestinian gunmen lift the body of
a suspected collaborator in Hebron on
Tuesday; Jenin still awaits fact-finding
team. Reuters photos :

designed t t{e onsm, Israel has es-
sentially destroy the ability of Palestini-

ans to run their own affairs. Across the West
Bank, not only have schools been wrecked,
but so have banks, postal services, hospitals,
transportation, law enforcement and basic
commerce. As they continue their slow

“withdrawal from' Palestinian cities and
<gowns, Israeli troops leave in their wake

"ﬁevastmonomeagmtudeastosuggmt

a deliberate effortto ewsoerate Palestlman
civilian institutions.

From Jcmn to Nablus, Ramallah to
Bethlehem, evi ere water and sewage
pipes have beety.damaged. Banks have
beenShelledbytanks At the Ministry of Fi-
nance, computer servers have been blown
up and the hard disks of desktop machines
stolen; Thaxation records have been de-

stroyed, and so have marriage registries and
* birth records. :

The Ministry of Education has been
laid waste, its computers taken, records of
grades dumped on floors and in toilets,
graduation papers carted away. Many of
the 1,459 schools on the West Bank have
been damaged, some beyond repair.
Records of land deeds, many dating back to
the Ottoman Empire, have been looted.
Courtrooms have been smashed, the Min-
istry of Public Works set ablaze, and the
new buildings of the Preventive Security
Service were rocketed and shelled by tanks.

Yasser Abed Rabbo, Arafat’s Informa-
tion Minister, said Sharon is intent on dis-
mantling the Palestinian Authority to un-
dermine the possibility of a Palestinian state.

Nigel Roberts, the World Bank’s direc-
tor for the West Bank and Gaza, said donor
ocountries are reeling from their first im-
pressions of the damage done to the insti-
tutions of the Palestinian Authority, which
are impossible to immediately quantify in
dollars and cents. Dr. Atef Alawneh, the
depmyFmanoeMlmster sat in his officé for
the first time in thiee weeks, contemplafing
how to reassemsble the finaneial infrastruc-
ture of the Palestinisn Authority.

Here in Ramailah, the damage to the
city’s physical infrastructure is far less than in
other cities, such as Bethiehem, Jenin and

+hearts say out.”

A’\[Us” \\

Nablus. In large part this is due to Ramal-
lah’s rapid capitulation to the Israeli army.

Despite flickering sigs of life in Ramal-
lah, much of the West Bank’s basic services
have vanished. Police no longer are present
on the streets — the Israeli army deemed
them terrorists and killed or arrested many
of them, destroyed their offices, and confis-
cated their weapons. Electricity remains
sporadic. The courts are shut and no one
knows when theywill open. Land sales have
been thrown into chaos.

‘On the first day of school, Miriam
Masharkah, the principal of the Azia Sha-
heen School, said hello and goodbye to
the 400 girls from grades 7 to 12. Pasted

-0 the door of the second grade was a

sticker from Israel’s ruling Likud Party,
with a slogan calling for the expulsion of
Palestinians from the West Bank: “Our
—LATWP

W AN EXPREN

...but war is far from
over for Palestinians

JOHN LANCASTER
JENIN REFUGEE CAMP, APRIL 23

N THE evening of April 2, hours before the tanks rolled

in, Amjad Hussein Fayed stepped into the alley outside

his home with a can of black spray paint. He found a
blank expanse of wall, sprayed on the date and composed, in flow-
ing Arabic script, his epitaph. “Dry your tears,” wrote Fayed, a 30-
year-old metal worker with a fondness for mathematics and the
martial arts who ended up carrying a gun in the ranks of the Is-
lamic Resistance Movement.

Fayed was one of an unknown number of Palestinian fighters
—including, his family says, Fayed’s younger brother, Mohammed
—whowere killed in a 10-day street battle that left the centre of the
camp in ruins and represented the violent apex of Israel’s three-
wecek attack against West Bank cities and camps.

As the army completed a partial pullback from several West
Bank cities, including Jenin and the adjacent camp, Israeli military
officers said they had achieved their goal of disrupting terrorist
groups behind a wave of suicide bombings. Here in the camp, how-
ever, Fayed's parting message has been embraced as a point of
pride by his three surviving brothers, asymbol of what they sayisan’
even greater willingness to confront Israel. Whatever version
proves correct, the Fayed family’s experience offers a ground-level
view of abattle that has become a focal point of international anger
over Israeli military tactics and sparked an inquiry by the UN.

The Fayeds ackhowledged that the Israelis had ample reason to
bejittery in a dense urban neighbourhood where most noncombat-
ants— including the Fayed brothers’ elderly aunt and uncle —were
stoutly supportive of the fighters, who used their homes as cover and
relied on them for food and water.

Nor do the Fayeds dispute that Amjad and Mohammed were
involved with the militant Islamic Resistance Movement, or Harhas,
which along with the rival Islamic Jehad has carried out numerous
suicide bombings inside Israel and maintained a heavy presence in
the camp. They do, however, dispute Israeli claims that the three-
story home they shared with their eldest brother, Taysir, and his fam-
ity had been used for making bombs, an assertion Israel made after
dynamiting the empty structure.

The elder Fayed, hiswife andxelaﬂv&sﬂedﬁeuhomcdurmgahﬂl
in the fighting and returned several days later to find it destroyed.
Tarek and Thysir Fayed also returned after the battle. Last Wednes-
day, Taysir found Amjad’s body in an alley. He had been blown apart
byarocket. Theystillhave notfoundMobammed. ~ —LATWP
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RAMALLAH, APRIL 22. The U.S. Undersecretary of State for West Asia,
William Burns, met the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, at his
besieged compound in the West Bank town of Ramallah today, a
senior Palestinian official said.

The Palestinian official said the meeting wa$ keld at the com-
pound, which is still under siege by the Israeli y. A U.S. official
said the talks were expected to last for around an hour after which
Mr. Burns would be returning to Jerusalem. It looked likely the two
would discuss the situation in Jenin, following a visit by Mr. Burns -
to the town’s refugee camp, where he described the devastation as

a “terrible human tragedy ... for thousands of innocent Palestinian
people

Although it was unclear how long Mr. Burns would stay in the
region, one of his aides said on Saturday that it was likely he would
remain in the area until Tuesday. The U.S. Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, said yesterday Mr. Arafat’s house arrest must be loosened
“sooner or later” so that he has greater access to “the means of
control, the means of communicating with others,” Mr. Powell

said.
)rael says it will not relax its grip until suspects in the killing last
‘ctober of its Tourism Minister, whom it says are with Mr. Arafat,
are handed over — AFP
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Associated Press .

JENIN, April 21. — With Israeli forces
w1thdraw1ng from most Palestinian cities in the
West" Bank, Israeli Prime Minister Mr Ariel
Sharon today said the current stage of Israel’s
“war on terrorism” was over, but it would
continue to wage the war with new tactics.

Israel pulled troops out early today from
Nablus and most of Ramallah, the Pale-
stinian political headquarters. But soldiers
remained at two sensitive and volatile sites
—Mr Yasser Arafat’s compound in Rama-
llah and ‘the Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem, where armed Palestinians are
holed up inside. The Israeli army said its
forces remain in several villages near Jenin.

Rescue workers said it was possible but
unlikely that someone would be found alive
under the debris in the Jenin refugee camp,
which saw heavy fighting.

After more than three weeks of Israeli
incursions into Palestinian cities, Mr Sharon
said the operation was a success. “1 believe
we have achieved very notable accomplis-
hments,” he said. “However, the war against
terrorism continues ... Now it will employ a
different method.” Mr Sharon did not div-
ulge details today but has spoken previously
about creating a buffer zone that would
make it more difficult for Palestinians in the
West Bank to reach Israeli cities and towns.

Israel already has an extensive network of

V4
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Tsrael pulls out from Nablus

Aheckpomts that keeps out most l)alestlmans
Secretary of State Gen. Colin Powell, who
failed to negotiate a truce, said Israel should
loosen its confinement of Mr Arafat and give
him a better chance of exercising his authority.
“I think if he is given access, he will have

- an opportunity to show whether or not he

can control forces or bring the security
situation under control,” Mr Powell said in
Washington on NBC television.

Israel says it will continue the siege of Mr
Arafat’s headquarters until he surrenders
the four men who shot dead Israeli tourism
minister Rehavam Zeevi last October.

Mr Arafat’s aides have said the suspects
are in custody in the compound and will be
tried by the Palestinian Authority.

With Israel’s West Bank offensive under
international criticism, Mr Sharon anno-
unced last week, that save Mr Arafat’s
compound and the Bethlehem church, Isr-
aeli troops would move out of all Palestinian
population centers.

Israel, however, said today that a pullout
from other parts of the city would expose
the troops surrounding the church.

Conditions were worsening for those
inside the church, a priest said. “There is no
food left in the church now for the Palestin-
ians or the monks and nuns,” said Rev. Ibra-
him Faltas, a Franciscan priest. Electricity

was intermittent and thererwas no running
water, he said.



WEST ASIA / ISRAEL PULLS OUT OF MOST OF RAMALLAH

NABLUS, APRIL L. Israeli forces
pulled out today\of the battered
West Bank cities of Nablus and
most of Ramallah after a three-
week occupation that left scores
dead, but the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, remained under
close guard in his besieged Ra-
mallah headquarters.

Israel, meanwhile, said it was
ready to co-operate with a U.N.
probe into its operation in the
smashed northern West Bank
refugee camp of Jenin that the
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Residents clean a street In

United States called a “human
tragedy.” But it warned that a
U.N. envoy who described Is-
rael’s behaviour there as “mor-
ally repugnant” could be
declared persona non grata.
The chief Palestinian nego-
tiator, Saeb Erakat, dismissed
the Israeli pullbacks in the West
Bank as a charade. “This is a lie
for (the) television. It doesn’t
mean anything,” he said. Israel
has said it will pull back to a
close distance from the towns it

on Sungay after the Israeli army withdrew from most of the
/d city they occupied since March 29. — AFP

, Siege on Arafat’s office stays . ~>®

is leaving, promising to with-
draw further if the situation re-
mains stable.

In Nablus, sporadic machine-
gun and tank fire could be
heard late yesterday and in the
dawn hours of today, when
tanks rumbled through the dev-
astated streets heading south
towards Jerusalem. Around 200
Israeli tanks and armoured per-
sonnel carriers stormed into
this major northern West Bank
town of more than 100,000 peo-
ple on April 3 in the first week of
Mr. Sharon’s sweep through the
territory to track down mili-
tants. Hospital officials said 75
people have been killed and 450
injured in the major weeklong
battle in Nablus that followed.

- But many more are still missing,

feared dead, or possibly arrest-
ed by the Israelis.

The first signs of life ap-
peared today morning as cars
were visible on the city's streets
for the first time in weeks, with
the curfew now lifted. Children
ventured out and shop owners
began lifting the steel shutters
covering their sy#refronts. How-
ever, residengs’reported that Is-
ere still visible on
eastern outskirts,

APR

where several refugee camps
ace around the offices.

Troops also remained in Be-
thlehem, where more than 200
people, including a number of
wanted gunmen, are holed up
in the Church of the Nativity,
where they are rapidly running
out of food and water, accord-
ing to a Palestinian negotiator.

Even as it wound down oper-
ations, the army arrested 15
persons in the Kalandia refugee
camp between Ramallah and
Jerusalem, netting a military of-
ficial of Mr. Arafat’s Fatah
movement. — AFP

AP reports from Valencia,
Spain:

Keen to boost their role in
West Asia, European Union For-
eign Ministers will try again to
broker a ceasefire between Is-
raelis and Palestinians when
they host a gathering of 25 Eu-
ropean and Mediterranean
countries on Monday and Tues-
day.

Despite a boycott by Syri
and Lebanon and low expecta-
tions of progress, E.U. officials
claim the meeting is important
if only for bringing top officials
from both sides to the same ta-
ble for the first time in months.




, [\
4EST ASIA / OUR HANDS ARE CLEAN, SAYS PERES

Not a probe, melst U. S., Israel

By Sridhar Krishnaswami &massacres which 'was shot

WASHINGTON, APRIL 20. The U.N.
Security Council voted unani-
mously on Friday to send a fact-
finding mission to the Jenin ref-
ugee camp — but after heavy
diplomatic pressure from the
U.S. and Israel that it cannot be
described as an investigation.
Israel has said there will be
no constraints on the fact-find-
ing team which is to look into
what happened during Israel’s
military operation in the West
Bank town of Jenin. Arab States
alleged that Israeli troops mas-
sacred Palestinian civilians dur-

ing the incursion. The United -

States, which had initially op-
posed the idea, later threw its
weight behind the Security
Council plan. Arab States had
earlier drafted a measure that
called for a formal United Na-
tions investigation into Israeli

down.

The White House said the
President, George W Bush,
backed an investigation into the
claims and counter-claims of
what happened in Jenin. “He
(Mr. Bush) wants the facts to be
found. I have not heard the
President micromanage who
should find those facts, but the
President is interested in the
bottom line and facts,” the
White House spokesman, Ari
Flelscher, said.

The 15-0 vote in the Council
;gme after the Israeli Foreign

inister, Shimon Peres, told the
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan,
that the Jewish State would wel-
come-a U.N. representative “to
clarify the facts” of what hap-
pened in the Jenin refugee
camp.

“Our hands are clean,” Mr.
Peres told Mr. Annan. The de-

tails of the fact-finding mission
are being worked out, including
its composition and time frame.
it is not clear at this time when
the team will leave on its mis-
sion.

The Security Council resolu-

tion has refrained from using .

the word “massacre”’, but has
expressed concern at the “dire
humanitarian situation”.

It also stressed the need for
urgent medical and humanitar-
ian aid. Israel remains adamant
that it has committed no wrong.
It claimed that its troops went
into Jenin to break up a terrorist
infrastructure, but the Palesti-
nians and many Arab states see
things differently.

“We believe that a serious
war crime was committed... that
some people will have to be
held responsible and brought to
justice,” the Palestinian envoy
to the U.N. said.

Israel promises to co-operate

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), APRIL 20.
Israel has said that it will
extend full co-operation to the,
fact-finding mission that the
U.N. Security Council has
decided to send to Jenin,

The Palestinians, while
welcoming the Security
Council's decision, have
expressed the hope that this
will be the first stage in a
course of developments that
will lead to the indictment of
Israel’s Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, the Defence Minister,
Benjamin Ben Eliezer and the
army chief, Shaul Mofaz, on
war crimes charges.

A senior U.S. official,
William Burns, has joined U.N.
officials in describing the
scenes in Jenin as horrifying.

He has called on Israel to
help expedite the provigidh of
relief supplies and egdipment
to shift the rubble j

reported to have been
demolished in the Jenin
refugee camp and about 3,000
people rendered homeless.

Palestinians are still working
round the clock looking for
survivors and bodies under the
rubble.

So far, around 40 bodies
have been recovered and
buried in a mass grave.

. While Israel has given a
categorical assurance in
respect of Jenin, it has not as
yet responded to the request
for a wider inspection.

Israel’s Foreign Minister,
Shimon Peres, has said that
his country has nothing to
hide and that the fact-finding
mission will be allowed to
review the videotapes that the
army made during the
operation in Jenin.

They will also be allowed to
talk to commarders and
soldiers who took part in the
operation.

Meanwhile, the standoff at
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the Palestinian Authority
pre51dent, Yasser Arafat's office
in Ramallah and at the Church

of the Nativity-in Bethlehem
continues.

Israel has said that it will
not lift its siege in either place
until the Palestinian Authority
hands over wanted men in the
two complexes.

The Authority has promised
that it will put on trial three
men currently trapped inside
M. Arafat’s office but refuses
to hand them over to Israel.

Ha'aretz today reported that
Mr. Sharon had promised the
U.S. Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, that his troops would
not break into Mr. Arafat’s
office so long as he (Gen.
Powell) was in the area and
for a few days after.

Today, the U.S. was
reported to have warned Israel
that it should, under no
circumstances, force its way
into Mr. Arafat’s office6r put
his life in jeopardy.
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Israel complet,
withdrawal of
troops from Jenin

JENIN (West Bank): Israel com-
pleted .its withdrawal of troops
from the West Bank town of Jenin
on Fiiday, the military - said.
Residents were aliowed to search
for relatives and belongings in a
devastated refugee camp, where a
UN official called the scene “horri-
fying beyond belief.”

In Bethlehem, a meet to
negotiate a peaceful evacuatjon of
about 200 gunmen and 50 clerics in
the Church of the Nativity was
cancelled. Each side blamed the
other. The sound of gunfire and
stun grenades could be heard last
Thursday near the church, and
smoke rose from the compound.
The Israeli military said gunmen in
the church opened fire, and sol-
diers responded. The military has
banned reporters from the area.

The gunmen fled into the
church, which marks the tradition-
al birthplace of Jesus and is one of
Christianity’s holiest sites ahead of
invading Israeli tanks and troops
on april 1.

The military said the withdrawal
from Jenin was completed
overnight, and Israeli forces took
up positions just outside, prevent-
ing Palestinians from entering or
leaving, Palestinians have demand-
ed that Israel remove all its road-
blocks. After the pullout, the mili-
tary declared Jenin a closed mili-
tary ar¢a and banned reporters
from entering. P
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WEST ASIA / ARAFAT IN A COMBATIVE
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«*» Powell leaves w

%q By Kesava Menon \

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), APRIL 17. The U.S. Secke-
tary of State, Colin Powell, wound up his
peace mission to West Asia today without

succeeding in getting Israel and the Palesti- *

nian Authority to agree to a ceasefire decla-
ration. '

Senior U.S. officials will remain in the re-
gion to continue the diplomatic efforts
while Gen. Powell is expected to return next
month when he hopes the circumstances
will be more favourable. At first glance, Is-
rael would appear to have gained as the
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, rebuffed U.S.
demands that he should end his military’s
incursion into West Bank towns and villag-
es. Gen. Powell could only get Mr. Sharon to
say that the army would withdraw from Na-
blus and Jenin within a week. Since Israel
feels it is free from any obligation, however
vague, if there is any provocation from the
Palestinian side, this is a flimsy promise. Mr.
Sharon tends to term any Palestinian action
as an act of terrorism and uses it to justify
invasion. The Palestinian Authority that has
had its entire infrastructure destroyed is

~ hardly in a position to control its people.

The Palestinian Authority president,
Yasser Arafat, emerged from the meeting
with Gen. Powell in Ramallah in an angry
mood. The talks took place in Mr. Arafat’s
shell-blasted headquarters, where the Pal-
estinian leader remains surrounded by Is-
raeli snipers.

Quivering with anger, Mr. Arafat con-
demned Israel’s crackdown in the West
Bank and his own isolation, with the Israelis
controlling his access to electricity, food
and water. “I have to ask the whole world...
is this acceptable, that I can’t go outside this

ithout cesefire

ROAD TO PEACE IS BLOCKED: A convoy carrying the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, passes through a cordon of Israeli troops as it arrives at the
besleged compound of the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, in
Ramallah on Wednesday — AP

door?” he told reporters. He, however,
thanked Gen. Powell for his efforts and de-
scribed the talks as “very warm, very impor-
tant”.

Mr. Arafat did not completely lose out to
Israel in the latest offensive. Gen. Powell’s
meetings with him and the U.S. dignitary’s
repeated statements that Mr. Arafat was the
elected leader of the Palestinians made it
clear that the U.S. did not endorse Israel’s
view that Mr. Arafat was irrelevant. Gen. Po-
well has indicated to Israel that the U.S. will
continue to treat Mr. Arafat as the Palesti-

nian interlocutor and so, Israel should give
up any illusions that it could treat him oth-
erwise. |
Gen. Powell tried to give a positive spin to
his visit by saying that mere declarations of
ceasefire were not of much use when one
side was carrying on with its military oper-
ations and the other side was in no shape to
enforce a ceasefire. He said a ceasefire could
come into effect, with or without a declara-
tion, once the Israeli military complete
operations and withdrew outside the
tinian towns and villages.
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e \u Po ell expresses

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA, APRIL. 16. The U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Gen. Colin Po-
well has expressed cautious
optimism that a cease-fire
agreement between Israelis and
Palestinians will be arrived at
before he leaves the region to-
morrow evening.

Negotiations at several levels
are still under way to fill out the
details of a declaration. But the
whole process is still very tenta-
tive since suicide bombings by
Palestinian militants cannot be
ruled out and because Israel
continues to make short incur-,
sions into Palestinian’ towns
and villages and says it intends
to put a captured Palestinian
leader on trial.

According to usually well-in-
formed Israeli journalists, the
cease-fire declaration being
worked on will be a fairly com-
prehensive document. It will
encompass not merely the in-
tent of both sides to observe
such a cease-fire and the steps
that need to be taken in the ful-
fillment of it but wouid also take
in security and confidence-
building measures. An intent to
re-start negotjations on sub-
stantive issues would also be in-
cluded in the declaration. .

Gen. Powell wag reportedly
quite enthusiastic early on over

an Israeli proposal for a regional
peace conference but almost all
Arab states have expressed
themselves against the idea
since they believeé it is merely a
delaying tactic by the Israeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon.
In making the proposal, Mr.
Sharon had said that the Pales-
tinian  Authority President,
Yasser Arafat, should not be al-
lowed to attend this conference.
That stance would have most
certainly aborted the confer-
ence idea since no Arab leader
would attend if Mr. Arafat was
not allowed to. There is talk now
of a conference of Foreign Min-
isters. But while this gets
around the no-Arafat obstacle it
is not at all likely that hawks in
the Israeli Cabinet would allow
the Israeli Foreign Minister, Shi-
mon Peres, to be their main rep-
resentative at the meeting.
While Gen. Powell wants the
Palestinians to sign on immedi-
ately to the cease-fire declara-
tion, he has reportedly assured
them that the implementation
of its terms need only be taken
up once Israel has withdrawn
from the territories it invaded in
the recent period.
“ - Mr. Sharoh has said that he
will withdraw his troops to pre-
incursion positions within a
week: but Israeli troops have
made short re-incursions after

17

optimism

Marwan Barghouti (entre left), facing camera, belng
arrested by Israeli soldiers at an undisclosed location
on Monday. — AP

Mr. Sharon gave his assurance
and there is no saying what
could follow once Gen. Powell
leaves the area. Another poten-
tial deal-making development
has been the arrest of Mr. Mar-
wan Barghouti, secretary gener-
al of Fatah in the West Bank and
the most visible leader of the in-
tifada.

He was taken into custody by
a commando unit and an elite
counter-terrorism outfit yester-
day and has been kept in a Jeru-
salem facility where he is

ALY

reportedly being interrogated
by Shin Bet.

Hawks in the Israeli Cabinet
have pressed for the trial of Mr.
Barghouti (with some predict-
ably enough calling for his
hanging in public) while the
doves have said that this would
be an unwise move.

The Palestinians have said
that under the terms of previous
agreements Israel has no right
to put Mr. Barghouti on trial
and have war of dire conse-
quences,




4 WAR AND DIPLMACY IN WEST ASIA

THE SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY \f th
tary of State, Colin Powell, in war-toNa West Asia
at this time has run into a tempest Bf political
fury over human tragedies on both sides of the
Israeli-Palestinian divide. If Israel thinks that it
holds the upper hand in the war itself, the belea-
guered Palestinians have succeeded in turning
the international spotlight towards their basic
political cause — the quest for a viable state of
their own. Israel’s recent waves of military in-
cursions into the Palestinian West Bank have
caused a major humanitarian problem — in par-.
ticular, what some aid officials characterise as a
horrendous situation in Ienin In fact, scanty is
the net ‘gain’ that the Jewish state can show for
its militarist overdrive, because the Arab pércep-
tion evokes considerable sympathy across -the
world. The humanitarian tragedy has iuch to’
do with Israel’s latest occupation of a number of
Palestinian places. Even if the Jerusalem estab®
lishment is to roll back its current military offen-
sive under the U.S.-led international pressure,
the Arab anger will not be easy to mollify. A rep-
resentative Palestinian Authority had in recent
years come to administer these areas, without
the plenary powers of sovereign statehood
though, as a result of a chain of events under the
so-called Oslo peace process and the follow-up
international diplomacy. It is against this back-
ground of pan-Arab frustration that the latest
public discourse on a possible new international
conference on the Israel-Palestine issue acquires
m‘lportance

. The Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, is re-
ported to have suggested that a U.S.-facilitated
regional peace conference might be the best
means of resolving not only;the present crisis but
aso the endemic conflicts'involving his country
and its immediate nezgthurs Mr. Sharon’s pro-
posal, which Gen. Powell is said to be actively
seized of, is virtually a diplomatic riposte in the

l& S. Secre-“ Q

©
cor}text of Riyadh’'s recent offer of a pan-Arab
recognition of the Jewish state in exchange for its
vacation of all the territories annexed in the-1967
war in West Asia. On a psychological plane, Israel |
has not so far indicated a categorical willingness |
to accept the land-for-peace plan — Saudi Ara-
bia’s updated version of earlier proposals of a
similar nature at the U.N. and elsewhere Obvi-
ously, the Jerusalem establishment has yet to
firm up its own blueprint of a future Israel with

) securenind defenisible frontiers. This issue of vital

cancerno.the Jewish state, whose right to exist is
now bggm}nﬂg to be congeded by most of its
histori 4l apppnepys in West Asja, entails the in-
terests oBSyria and Lebanoii asalso others in the
leon fielt. Powdll’s spedific &fforts to engage
s@ C mes as pat f his ongoing shuttle di-

An this Jight.
lﬂxﬁﬂlﬁhgh Israel’s lat-
est game plgn seem@ to ceptre on how best to
isolate the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, and
render him irrelevant to a peace settlement. Is-
rael’s ire, or more specifically Mr. Sharon’s wrath,
of such peculiar dimension is a matter of person-
ality clash as also a war of perceptions. The pre-
sent turmoil in West Asia, which threatens to
complicate and even wreck the U.S.-led global
“campaign” against the politics of terrorism, isa |
sequel to many “mutinies” and missed opportu-
nities. The Palestinian “intifada” — an uprising
against Israel’s attitude and policies of overlord-
ship — is increasingly getting wrapped in the
controversial “mystique” of anti-Jewish suicide-
bombings. Compounding this are the conse-
quences of Mr. Arafat’s hesitation to agree to a
peace settlement that might be seen as being
conciliatory to Israel in one respect or the other.
With the Palestinian-Arab extremists exploiting
this situation, Mr. Powell's talks with Mr. Arafat
may prove to be more decisive than at any time

in recent months. d /—\

!

jg;loma ,should be sae;




~Incursions continue despite
«+%, Sharon’s assurance 7.,

RAMALLAH (WEST BANK), APRIL 16. Israeli tanks
rolied into three Palestinian suburbs of Jerusalem
and re-éntered.a West Bank city on Tuesday, a
day after the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
promised the United States he would withdraw
soldiers from most Palestinian areas by next
week. )

Despite the Israeli action, the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, said he hoped to work out
something less than a formal ceasefire in the next
24 hours. “I think we are making progress,” he
said. :

However, a senior Palestinian official said it
appeared unlikely that Gen. Powell's mission
would be successful. Efforts to formulate a joint
U.S.-Palestinian statement condemning suicide
bombings and calling for an Israeli troop with-
drawal broke down because of the Palestinians’
insistence on including guarantees for eventual

statehood in the document, said the official.
L

17 popoame

Gen. Powell may be nearing the end pf his
peace mission and would like t nail dolvn at
least one solid gain. But Mr. Sharon has vowed to
keep Israeli troops in ' Ramallah and biblical Be-
thlehem until wanted men holedup there surren-
der. Mr. Arafat is hedging on his commitment to
curb violence until Israel pulls out.

In a further blow to U.S. efforts, Syria de-
nounced Mr. Sharon’s proposal for a new Arab-
Israeli peace conference, with the ruling party
newspaper calling it a “dirty manoeuvre that is
totally rejected.”

Before dawn on Tuesday, Israeli tanks and ar-
moured personnel carriers rolled into Abu Dis,
Izzariyeh and Sawahra As-Sharkiyeh, three sub-
urbs of Jerusalem. Troops declared a curfew, con-
fining tens of thousands of residents to their
homes. Early on Tuesday, Israeli troops also re-
entered Tulkarem, one of two towns evacuated
on April 9. — AP

THRE LNy
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WEST ASIA / ISRAEL LIFT\S/BAN ON MEDIA

)'A By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), APRIL 14. The U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Colin Powell, today met the
Palestinian Authority president, Yasser Ara-
fat, in his Ramallah office where he is under
siege by Israeli troops and tanks.

Gen. Powell and senior Palestinian offi-
cials said later that the meeting had been
“useful and constructive” but did not elab-
orate, only saying that various ideas had
been discussed. While the Ramallah meet-
ing was going on, the Israeli army an-
nounced that it would end its sweeping ban
on journalists entering occupied Palesti-
nian areas, which had been designated
closed military zones. However, some re-
strictions are understood to remain in
place: on Mr. Arafat’s compound in Ramal-
lah, Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity
and the Jenin refugee camp — scene of
some of the fiercest fighting.

The refusal to let anyone inside the Jenin
camp is significant since the Palestinians
want international human rights groups
and the media to go to the area to check
their claims that a massacre took place
there. The Jenin controversy has deepened
with Israel's Defence Minister, Benjamin
Ben Eliezer, stating that “dozens” not hun-
dreds of Palestinians had died there.

Mr. Powell drove to Mr. Arafat’s com-
pound with an Israeli military escort. Israel
withdrew its tanks from their positions in
front of Mr. Arafat's offices before Gen. Po-
well arrived and the troops too came out of
their defensive positions. But the ring was
tightened soon after Gen. Powell left. Gen.
Powell is expected to meet Israel’s Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon tonight. He was orig-
inally scheduled to meet Arafat on Saturday
but the meeting was postponed after a sui-
cide bombing attack in Jerusalem on Fri-
day. Gen. Powell was apparently waiting for
a condemnation of the suicide attack by

- Mr. Arafat before he agreed to a meeting.

Palestinians, however, are livid at the de-
mand for a condemnation of suicide

bombings when the U.S. has not said a
word abgut the deaths caused by Israeli

Me t useful, say both sides

Intemational peace activists wave white flags as Israell border police stop them
from reaching the Palestinian Presldent, Yasser Arafat’s compound In
the West Bank city of Ramallah on Monday. — Reuters

forces. Gen. Powell called on the Israeli ar-
my to refrain from excessive use of force
and expressed his concern over the hu-
manitarian situation. Soon after Gen. Po-

well's statement, Mr. Arafat issued a
statement condemning “all attacks that are
targeting civilians from both sides, espe-
cially the attack that took place against Is-
raeli civilians yesterday”. This statement, in
Arabic, was distributed by the Palestinian
news agency, thereby fulfilling a long-
standing Israeli and U.S. demand.

A ceasefire should be the next item on
the agenda if progress is to be made. While
Israel would like the Palestinian Authority
to make such a declaration without delay,
Mr. Arafat cannot and will not issue it as
long as the Israeli army is camped at his
doorstep. The chief Palestinian negotiator,
Saeb Erekat pointed out this was not a con-
ditionality but a practical con51der7n ?/?

the recent incursions into Palestinian terri-
tories, the Israeli army has destroyed the
Authority’s security and civilian infrastruc-
ture. The Palestinians insist that they need
to conduct a damage assessment before
they can determine what they can do but
have promised to put in a 100 per cent effort
to maintain peace once the Israelis have
withdrawn and ceasefire declarations are
made by both sides. Without giving details,
Mr. Erekat said the ideas that had been
mooted recently — including the Saudi ini-
tiative that was adopted by the Arab League,
the U.S. President, George W. Bush’s vision
of a two-State resolution and the U.N. reso-
lution calling for such a settlement — were
discussed at the meeting today. U.S. and
Palestinian officials will meet tomorroW for
follow-up discussions and Gen. Betell will
travel to Ramallah again o esday for a
meeting with Mr. Arafa
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“OPEC not to use
v oIl as ‘weapon’

\ [t» %y George Chakko

VIENMA, APRIL. 13. In the back-
drop lof rising fuel prices with
Irag’s halt of oil export and
speculation of Iran joining in,
compounded by rumours of
U.S. plans of attack, the OPEC
Secretary-General, Ali Rodri-
guez Araque, held a press brief-
ing here to clarify that the
organisation had no plans to
use oil as a weapon and would
not at present boost output to
dampen the current price up-
swing. The Israeli attack on Pal-
estinians had definitely angered
European leaders and Saddam
Hussein’s resolve to turn off
Iraq’s oil taps has jolted the oil
markets the world around.
Conceding that the cause of
the current price rise was the
West Asia problem, Dr. Rodri-
guez said a speedy conclusion
of the crisis would bring prices

back to normal and warned
against artificial and exaggerat-
ed speculation.

There was no need for an im-
mediate boost in crude produc-
tion. He flatly denied that Iran
had joined Iraq halting oil ex-
port and announced that he
had received assurances from
Iran’s  Petroleum Minister,
Namdar Zanganeh, that Iran
would maintain its current pro-
duction level, based on the Ja-
nuary 1 OPEC agreement. He
also reiterated that OPEC as a
political organisation had never
used oil as a weapon to achieve
political ends. .

He said that OPEC's main
goal was to maintain stability in
the oil market. He also saw no
need for panic as the sudden
rise of $ 6 a barrel had fallen to $
3 a barrel and dismissed the
need for any extraordinary min-
isterial conference. /
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Jerusalem, April 12 ,H v

SECRETARY OF State Colin
Powell and Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon failed
to reach agreement on Fri-
day on a timetable for with-
drawing Israeli troops from
Palestinian  cities and
towns.

“I hope we can find a way
to come to agreement:en

this point of the duration of

the operations and get back

-to a track that will lead to a

political settlement because
that is uppermost in every-
one’s mind,” Powell said af-
ter hours of talk with the Is-
raeli leader. Sharon, for his
part, gave no commitment
on when the military opera-
tion would end.

“Israel is conducting a
war against the Palestinian
infrastructure of terror and
hopes to end it as soon as
possible,” Sharon said at a
news conference with Pow-
ell. He said Sharon had of-
fered “a commitment to

péace, a commitment to -

finding a way forward ... so
that these two peoples can
live together side by side.”

Powell called on Syria -
and other nations to re--

strain Lebanese-based
Hizbollah guerrillas who
have stepped up attacks on
Israel’s northern border in
recent weeks. The US and
the UN have urged Syria to
rein in the group, trained
and armed by Iran.
Hizbollah launched its
latest strike at Israeli mili-
tary positions on the border
as Powell was being briefed
by top generals at an army
base in the Galilee town of

AP PHOTO

US Secretary of State Colin Powell (right) and Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon at the Prime Minister’s residence in

Jerusalem on Friday.

Safed about the heightening
tensions on the Israel-
Lebanon frontier.

In what appeared to be a
gesture ahead of Powell’s
arrival, Israeli forces with-
drew from about two dozen
small towns and villages.
However, they briefly moved

into a new one: Kalil near
the northern city of Nablus,
where troops made arrests
before leaving.

Jenin massacre: About 250
Palestinians were killed over
a week of fierce fighting in
the Jenin refugee camp on
the northern west bank, a

1 Jerusalem’s main com-

*Jiroad in the last Rours of

Troops to stay: Sharon

)

6 die in suicide
bomber attack

A SUICIDE bomber killed
six people in Jerusalem on
Friday and wounded at
least 50 others, coinciding
with Colin Powell’s visit to
Adsrael.

. The bomber was appar-
ently getting on a bus near
a crowded market on west

mercial artery of Jaffa

shopping before.the
Jewish Sabbath.

Television quoted the
police as saying the
bomber was a woman.

An AFP correspondent
said he saw several
charred victims after the
blast and 10 to 15 ambu-
lances near the blackened
front of the bus. The blast
came less than a day after
US Secretary of State
Colin Powell arrived in
Israel on a mission to end
the 18 months of violence.

AFP, Jerusalem

—_

senior Israeli official said on
Friday. The official gave the
figure after a morning of con-
fusion. over the death toll
from the Jenin camp, scene of
the heaviest fighting in Is-
rael’s two-week-old offensive
on the West Bank. Jenin May-
or Walid Abu Mweiss said
that the army had detained
“thousands of men, betwee
the age of 15and 50”.
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/ k‘é WEST ASIA / ARAFAT CONDEMNS TERRORI

Powell may go ahead with meet

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) APRIL 13. The
Palestinian leader, Yasser Ara-
fat, has issued a statement con-
demning “all terrorist acts
which target civilians”. The
statement opens the way for
him to meet the U.S. Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, who post-
poned their meeting on Satur-
day following Friday’s suicide
attack in Jerusalem.

The announcement came
hours after Israeli forces report-
edly made new incursions into
Palestinian territory on the West
Bank, dealing another blow to
Mr. Powell’'s peace mission.
Earlier, U.S. spokesmen had in-
dicated that the meeting could
take place in the next few days
but refused to say whether it de-
pended on Mr. Arafat’s con-
demnation of the bomb attack
in Jerusalem. The Al-Agsa Bri-
gade, an armed offshoot of Mr.
Arafat’s Fatah  movement,
claimed responsibility for the
bomb attack near an open mar-
ket that killed six persons and
injured dozens. U.S. officials
had called on Mr. Arafat to issue
an explicit condemnation of
this attack.

On earlier occasions, Mr. Ara-
fat has asked his militants to re-
frain from attacks “within the
Green Line” (that is, within Is-
rael proper) and condemned at-
tacks on civilians both Israeli
and Palestinian. However, the
Palestinian leadership views Is-
raeli soldiers and residents of

Smoke from an explosion biflows over the Old City of
Bethlehem near the Church of Nativity on Saturday. Israeli
forces continue to surround the church compound, where

some 200 Palestinian gunmen have been holed up for more
than 10 days. — Reuters

settlements as legitimate targets
and has not issued a blanket
condemnation of all acts of ter-
rorism. In reviving its mediatory
role, the U.S. set aside its de-
mand that Mr. Arafat should is-
sue a categorical condemnation
of terrorism. But Friday’s sui-
cide artack, which took place
even as Gen. Powell was in Jeru-
salem for talks with Mr. Sharon,
appears to have caused the U.S.
administration to veer back to
its original st: 7 Gen. Powell

witnessed the aftermath of the
attack from a helicopter.

The Palestinians are quiet in-
censed by the U.S. demand.
They feel bitter that the U.S. has
chosen not to condemn the ex-
cessive force used by the Israeli
army. While not condemning its
actions, Gen. Powell has called
on Israeli soldiers to exercise re-
straint and refrain from using
excessive force.

Meanwhile, in a development
that could have an impact on

Israeli-Palestinian relatxZL ?nd

the success of the Powell]mis-
sion, the Israeli Supreme ourt
has ordered the army to stop
burying the Palestinians killed
in Jenin till a three-member
Bench studies the matter on
Sunday.

The court order was in re-
sponse to a petition by Israeli
Arab members of the Knesset
and humanitarian organisa-
tions, who have alleged that the
Israel army was trying to cover
up a massacre.

Church leaders’ plan

AFP reports from Jerusalem:

Church leaders in Jerusalem
today submitted to Mr. Powell a
proposal for settling the stand-
off between the Israeli army and
the 200 Palestinian fighters
holed up in Bethlehem's
Church of the Nativity.

The proposal to end the 11-
day-old deadlock around the
West Bank church, one of the
holiest sites in Christendom,
was included in a general
“memorandum” on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

“A possible solution for the
Palestinians inside (the church)
would be a three-day truce dur-
ing which the army withdraws
from Bethlehem, including the
neighbourhood where the bas-
ilica is,” the proposal says. “The
Palestinian Authority would
then be asked to confiscate
weapons and authorise people
to leave the basilica and return
to their homes.” /

-
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S its name indicates, the Liberation Tigers
A of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has been fighting

aferocious separatist war through terror- .

ism for more than two decades in Sri Lanka. Its

. supremo Velupillai Prabhakaran’s first full-fledged .
" press conference in over a decade, somewhere in
the jungles, must have come as a surprise tomost -
people across the world. It must have also ramd
the anger level in India at the turn of events where.
ition . “has ho dubttended to shape the thinking of the
*"LTTE and the gavernment in Colombo where
\ tﬁ&NQﬂegmueﬂforts at facilitating some sort of

the undisputed leader of &terrorist or
which assassinated thedormer Indian Pritne Min-
ister, Rajiv Gandhi, walles free in 4 friendly coun-
try. Sri Lanka, no doubt, would also recall that
nearly 1,200 soldiets of the Indian Army had sac-
rificed their lives fighting the LT'TE to ensure that
Sri Lanka could remain united. The philosophies of
terror preached and practiced by the Pakistan-
aided terrorist organisations in India and that by
the LTTE are not very different from each other in
most respects.

India has been seeking the extradition of the
guilty men of the LTTE for heinous crimes com-

‘mitted in India. And Sri Lanka as a friendly coun-

try would be expected to co-operate in the
process, especially when its own leadership has
suffered so grievously by terrorism perpetrated by
the LTTE. Justice has alreadybeen delayed for far
too long; and hence denied. However, it would be
unrealistic to expect that as long as the viscous war
inside the island nation goes on, apprehending the
guilty and bringing them to justice would be possi-
ble. There is an obvious difference between Ma-
sood Azhar of the Jaish-e-Mohammed living in
the luxury of a house “arrest” under the control of

o&% Prabhakaran bites .

* The LTTE must abjure the path of wolenC.e

d terrﬁo\As

the Palustan governmcn d Prabhakaran at the

‘head of his own army in a de-facto autonomous

region in- the dlmsgles of Sri Lanka where
Colombo’s writ does not run. The intemecine war
in Sri Lanka hds’become a major handicap in

bnnglng Prabkmk%a;'aﬂQ a proclaimed offender,
anid his guilty bl eﬁgueaﬁo justice. Peace, there-

’ fore, has becom¢ a precondition to justice.

‘Violegiee fatigue after two decades of fighting

a pencéful dogord has played a role. More impor-
tanit, the LTTE must know that there is 4 global
war going on against terrorism, and in its effect,
ethno-sectarian terrorism is no different from re-
ligion-driven jehadi terrorism. Nor can terrorism

 bejustified as freedom struggle as long as paths of

peace and accommodation are open. Measures
to tighten financial support, weapons supplies

-and political-moral support to terrorist organisa-

tions world-wide are being increasingly made
more effective. The choice for the LTTE is either

_ to accept a reasonable and fair solution that

meets the core aspirations of the Tamil popula-
tion or to continue the aimless violence. And
Colombo appears willing to do so. The Tamil-
majority areas of Sri Lanka have already suf-
fered heavily over the decades and their assets
like that of Trincomalee continue to lie in waste.
Even the LTTE cadres must reflect on the lost |
opportunities for the well-being and prosperity !
of the country’s Tamil population in the name of '
an elusive freedom. /
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WEST ASIA / ISRAEL CALLS OFF FURTHER WITHDRAWALS

«9@

\b\SIIICIde attack ahead of Powell visit

By Kesava Menon

HRAIN), APRIL 10. At least eight
persons Were killed and more than a dozen
injured in\a suicide attack on a bus near the
Israeli city of Haifa. It was the second major
attack against civilians since the army
launched its massive military operation in
the West Bank on March 29 to halt such
attacks.

In response, Israel called off any further
withdrawals from West Bank towns be-
cause the anti-terror operation there was
not yet complete. The bus, which was trav-
elling towards Jerusalem, blew up at Yagur
Junction, about 10 km south of the north-
ern port city. The attack occurred after the
Israel army had announced a successful
end to its operations in Jenin. Although the
Israeli Government predictably blamed the
Palestinian Authority and its President,
Yasser Arafat, for the Haifa atrocity (despite
Mr. Arafat’s condemnation of the attack),
the incident appeared to highlight the futil-
ity of the Israeli operations.

According to initial reports, the bomber
got on to the bus at a junction outside Haifa
and immediately blew himself up. The blast
was said to have been so powerful that it
lifted the bus a few meters into the air and
blew some passing cars off the road. People
in vehicles behind saw debris from the bus
and body parts flying through the air. Is-

raeli spokesmen said today’s attack under-

An injured woman being wheeled into a
hospital following a suicide bomb
attack in a bus near Haifa, northern
Israel, on Wednesday. — AFP
lined the necessity of the military
operations to “root out the infrastructure of
terrorism”. Meanwhile, the Israeli Foreign
Office clarified yesterday that the Foreign
Minister, Shimon Peres, had not described
the developments in jenin as a massacre.
He had said the fighting there had been so
fierce that the Palestinians were bound to
describe it as a “massacre” even though the

raeli army had done its best to minimise

civilian casualties.
Around 150 Palestinian fighters and 14
Israeli soldiers are believed to have been

- killed in the ferocious fighting on the streets

of the Jenin refugee camp. Thirteen Israeli
soldiers were killed in an ambush in Jenin.

The fighting in Jenin was reported to
have ended with the surrender of about 250
Palestinian fighters. The Palestinian Au-
thority claimed that the men surrendered
after they had run out of ammunition. The
Israeli military displayed video footage of
the arms captured in the Jenin operation.
While the footage was intended to highlight
what the army called the infrastructure of
terror, the arms displayed seemed no differ-
ent from those that had been issued to the
Palestinian security services for their regu-
lar duties. Some of the weapons also looked
crude and locally made.

Israeli spokesmen described today’s at-
tack in Haifa as the Palestinian Authority’s
“welcome gift” to the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, who is scheduled to ar-
rive in Israel tomorrow evening. Another Is-
raeli official, described only as a close aide
to the Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, said
Gen. Powell’s decision to meet Mr. Arafat
was a serious mistake.

But in Cairo yesterday, Gen. Powell was
g that the Israeli military op-
erations wepé harming the interests of Israel

o
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WEST ASIA / NO LET-UP IN ISRAELI OPERATIONS

It’s a massacre, says Peres

~
By Kesava Menonﬂv that the resistance’ by\the \Pal-

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) APRIL 9. De-
spite the clampdown that Israel
has imposed on media coverage
of its military operations in the
West Bank, word is spreading of
what its Foreign Minister, Shi-
mon Peres, has called a “mas-
sacre” in Jenin refugee camp.

Israel Radio had reported
that over 150 Palestinians, most
of them fighters, were killed in
the West Bank town but inde-
pendent newspapers, citing ar-
my officers, report that many
civilians too were killed as bull-
dozers  smashed  through
houses.

With neither journalists nor
international aid agencies able
to enter the town of the refugee
camp, neither the numbers of
the dead, the manner in which
they were killed nor whether
they were civilians or fighters
can be verified.

However, reporters outside
the town witnessed Israeli hel-
icopter gun-ships firing rockets
into the crowded town and resi-
dents have said that the Israelis
resorted to tank fire as well.

Army officers have been
quoted in Haaretz as saying

estinian fighters was fiérce with
many fighting to the death or
making suicide charges, that the
Israeli soldiers were unwilling to
advance against them on foot.
Bulldozers were used to knock
rows of houses in order to facil-
itate the army’s advance.

The Israeli army claims that it
made announcements over
loud-speakers asking the resi-
dents to vacate their houses.
Palestinians in all towns at-
tacked by Israel, who fear being
sttuck down by Israeli bullets if
they venture outside their
houses, have been reluctant to
heed these requests. If such an
incident has happened in Jenin,
it would give credence to re-
ports that many civilians have
been killed .as the bulldozers
pushed down the walls around
them. Even Israeli army officers
have been quoted as saying that
the scale of destruction was
unwarranted,

Israel’s Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, has said that the objec-
tive of the operations is the de-
struction of the “terrorist
infrastructure”, but to go by the
actions of his army, the agenda
appears to be much wider. For
instance, it is difficult to under-
stand how the destruction of

the Palestinian ‘Authority’s of-
fices for local government, edu-
cation and statistics has
anything to do with the destruc-
tion of terrorist infrastructure.
In a speech to the Knesset
(Parliament) yesterday, Mr.
Sharon accused the Palestinian
Authority and its President,
Yasser Arafat, of running a bu-
reaucracy of terror. If the ac-
tions of his army are taken
along with this statement, it
would appear that Mr. Sharon’s
objective is to destroy the Pal-
estinian Authority. Mr. Sharon
is making no bones of his dis-
gust that the U.S. will not permit
him to kill or expel Mr. Arafat.
But he is still trying to create a
situation where he will not have
to deal with Mr. Arafat.
Yesterday, he made much of
certain documents, purported
to have been recovered from
Mr. Arafat’s headquarters in Ra-
mallah, which are supposed to
show that Mr. Arafat personally
knew about and sanctioned fi-
nancial assistance to suicide
bombers and organisations that
recruited and sent them. Ac-
cording to Israeli newspaper re-
ports, even Mr. Peres s
unwilling . to give these docu-
ments much credence or view
them as a “smoking gun”".
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w-° Whoever heard of Oslo?

By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

The present leadership of Israel has no intention
of letting go of the territories occupied in the
1967 war. The fundamental issue
remains one of occupation.

HE SENSEIX S bloodletting

between the Palestipians and

the Israelis seems set to go on

endlessly. The situation is
particularly dangerous because both
the protagonists — the state of Israel
on one side and the individual suicide
bombers on the other — are appar-
ently convinced not only of the just-
ness of their cause but of victory for
their side. The Israeli Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, seems to have con-
vinced himself that, given time — a
month has been mentioned — he will
succeed in eliminating terror and its
infrastructure.

As for the Hamas, Islamic Jihad
and the Al-Agsa brigades, they evi-
dently have a limitless supply of gul-
lible and motivated young men —
and women — who consider it an
honour and religious duty to blow
themselves up for the “cause”. They
too have no doubt that they will tri-
umph in the end in driving the Jews
into the sea or at least out of Pales-
tine. Social pressures prompt the par-
ents of these young persons to
profess pride in the sacrifice of their
children, creating fertile ground for
more youngsters to join the line of
potential suicide bombers.

The current war in West Asia is be-
tween two unequal belligerents —
unequal in two senses. From one per-
spective, Israel is infinitely stronger
than the Palestinians. The latter are
no match for the Israeli armour, air

. force, helicopter gunships, missiles,
etc. On the other hand, the Israeli de-
fence forces are no match for the sui-
cide bombers. There is no way they
can destroy the terrorist infrastruc-
ture since there is no infrastructure to
destroy. How can the army defeat
someone who is determined not to go
back alive, whose mission can be ac-
complished only by self-destruction?

Mr. Sharon-is honest enough to ad-
mit that he would prefer Yasser Arafat
dead. He publicly lamented that Is-
rael missed the opportunity of liqui-
dating Mr. Arafat in Beirut in 1982. By
now branding Mr. Arafat an enemy of
Israel, Mr. Sharon has in effect issued

a fatwa for the Palestinian leaders
life; it would be legitimate for any Is-
raeli citizen to assassinate Mr. Arafat
without fearing the consequences.
For his part, Mr. Arafat surely hates
Mr. Sharon for humiliating him by
forcing the PLO out of Lebanon in
1982 and for the massacres of Sabra
and Shatilla. These two have old
scores to settle.

The present intifada is now 19
months old and going strong. A most
significant difference from the intifa-
da of 1987-92 is in the ratio of casu-
alties of the two sides. Compared to
the earlier uprising when the ratio
was 10 Palestinians to one Israeli, the
corresponding ratio this time is three
Palestinians killed for one Israeli. This
dramatic shift in ratio is at least partly
responsible for the continuation of
the bloody conflict since the Palesti-
nians see in it an opportunity to de-
feat Israel, as the Hizbollah did in
South Lebanon, and Israel feels com-
pelled to try to restore the ratio in its
favour. )

By mounting the current, unjusti-
fiable and even counter-productive
assault on Mr. Arafat and his Ramal-
lah headquarters, the Israeli Govern-
ment has admitted the
ineffectiveness of its policies and the
bankruptcy of ideas. Only someone
who does not see his way through
clearly will engage in such senseless
actions. If Mr. Sharon’s purpose was
to boost Mr. Arafat’s popularity, he
has succeeded beyond his imagina-
tion. Launching tank attacks in the
heart of Bethlehem — Jesus' Janmab-
hoomi — and other Palestinian cities
will not destroy Mr. Arafat but it will
destroy whatever security infrastruc-
ture of thé Palestinian Authority still
survives, thus making future cooper-
ation between the sides all but im-
possible. What is worse from Mr.

Sharon’s perspective, these counter-
terrorist terrorist actions have de-
flected the world’s attention away
from the criminal suicide bombings.
Even a newspaper such as the Wash-
ington Post has felt obliged to edito-
rially disapprove, in categorical
terms, Mr. Sharon’s escalation of the
war. Israel’s propaganda machinery,
infinitely more efficacious than the
Palestinians or other Arabs, is not
able to negate the adverse publicity.

Talking of propaganda advantage,
Israel has successfully put across the
line that the then Prime Minister,
Ehud Barak, had offered a most gen-
erous package to Mr. Arafat at Camp
David in July 2000 which the latter did
not have the wisdom or statesman-
ship to accept.

Truth is seldom what it seems. First
of all, Mr. Barak himself did not make
any offer to Mr. Arafat. During the
two-week period, Mr. Barak and Mr.
Arafat met alone only once, accord-
ing to Hani Al Hasan, Mr. Arafat’s
special envoy who visited New Delhi
recently.

An example of the unfairness of the
so-called offer at Camp David was
given by Mr. Al Hasan. At one stage,
Mr. Clinton told Mr. Arafat that he
would guarantee finding solutions to
the settlements and water issues sat-
isfactory for Mr. Arafat, on condition
that he agreed to Israeli sovereignty
over the airspace and territorial wa-
ters of the future Palestinian state, as
also its land frontiers with Jordan and
Egypt. Mr. Arafat apparently asked
Mr. Clinton whether he was in his
right mind making such a suggestion.
Madeleine Albright protested at Mr.
Arafat’s language, who then asked
Mr. Clinton: Are you offering me a
state or a prison?

The Arab states have confined their
reaction to some perfunctory protests

and gestures. They all have their com-
pulsions. The oil producers among
them probably welcome the escala-
tion in the conflict which has pushed
up oil prices. The Europeans are not
taken seriously by Israel and the U.N.
is a helpless spectator, though it did
pass a resolution, with U.S. support,
asking Israel to pull back.

One measure which could conceiv-
ably help in reducing tension is the
deployment of international, not nec-
essarily U.N., monitors, but there is
no hope of its being accepted by Is-
rael or the U.S.

Will Mr. Arafat’s disappearance
help Mr. Sharon? Yes, if he is looking
for a steep escalation of the war. No, if
he believes that he can find a more
pliable replacement ready to accept
near-surrender terms. While such
persons might be waiting in the
wings, as they always are in all socie-
ties, no one will have the authority of
Mr. Arafat either to curb the violence
or to make the Palestinians accept an
inadequate peace deal.

The peace process has been dead
for some time. The dream of Oslo, in
which Mr. Arafat and Yitzak Rabin be-
lieved, has evaporated. Oslo did make
a contribution, but the premise on
which it was based turned out to be
wrong. It was expected that small
steps, if implemented in good faith by
both sides, will inspire enough confi-
dence to permit tackling more com-
plex issues later.

Oslo was meant to lead to the im-
plementation of the land-for-peace
formula embodied in Security Coun-
cil Resolutions 242 and 338. The pre-
sent leadership of Israel has no
intention of letting go of the territo-
ries occupied in the 1967 war. The
fundamental issue remains one of oc-
cupation. The present generation of
Palestinians, if asked about Oslo,
would probably wonder: What is Os-
lo? The future is uncertain, the only
certainty being continued bloodshed.

(The writer is former Permanent
Representative of India to the United
Nations and U.N. Special Coordinator
for Gaza.)



(A, &% Overkillin W Asia

o thousand years ago, he walked this land to redeem th of
mankind. Today, as Israeli tanks encircle his birthplace, the church
nativity in Bethlehem, Christ’s message ‘whatsoever you do unto the
least of my brethren, that you do unto me’ appears forgotten. On the
contrary, a very different message is being heard in this holiest
of regions in the world. And it comes from Israel’s minister for
infrastructure Avigdor Liberman who has asked an already rampaging
army to destroy Palestinian gas stations, shopping centres, roads and
other infrastructure “until they surrender”. Echoing him, prime
minister Ariel Sharon said that the Palestinians must be “hit hard until
they beg for mercy”. No one, it would appear, is immune from this
unreason. Martin van Creveld, one of the most distinguished Israeli
military historians in the world, has publicly advocated a massive
military strike against the Palestinians in which thousands would be
killed and that this should be done before external powers could stop it.
On the latter count, Mr van Creveld should have no fears, external
powers seem quite powerless in the face of Mr Sharon’s fury. The latest
rap on the knuckles for Mr Sharon comes from his close ally George
W Bush. Responding to Mr Bush’s call for a withdrawal of Israeli troops
from Palestinian areas without delay, Mr Sharon calmly informed him
that this would not be convenient at the present juncture. Washington,
of course, has little moral authority to bring Mr Sharon to heel.

* It was not so long ago that Mr Bush was using Sharonesque
terminology about Taliban militants. With war cries like ‘wanted dead or
alive’ and ‘we’ll smoke ’em out’, Mr Bush unleashed a savage military
operation in Afghanistan. Scores of innocent civilians were killed, but
this enormous human tragedy was dismissed as the collateral damage
necessary for the success of such an operation. Mr Sharon is only
following what Shylock described as bettering the instruction of his
mentors. The only leverage Washington could have over Tel Aviv is
shutting off economic aid, an option it will never exercise. But in being
unable or unwilling to stay Mr Sharon’s hand, the US will only damage
itself in the long run. Across the Arab world, there are frightening levels
of anger both against Israel and the US. The wave of suicide bombers
emerging from Palestinian areas indicates the extent of the loss of
innocence in a once moderate and secular society. This poses the
greatest danger to Israel’s survival. It was a prime minister far wiser and
greater than Mr Sharon who realised this. Yitzhak Rabin articulated on
more than one occasion that the best guarantee for Israel’s security
would be a moderate Palestinian entity on its borders. Even now, the
Arab world has offered an olive branch in the form of the Saudi peace
proposal. Mr Sharon, of course, will have none of it. The only hope now
lies in secretary of state Colin Powell’s rather convoluted statement as
he begins his tour of the region. Mr Powell says president Bush
“does expect something to happen soon with respect to bringing this
operation to some culminating point where you can start to see a
movement in the other direction”. But, don’t hold your breath on that/
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BETHLEHEM ‘(West .Bank): Palestinian gunmen
battled Israeli troops in Bethlehem on Tuesday as
Israel invaded more West Bank towns after a wave of
suicide bombmgs it blames-on Yasser Arafat, now a
virtual captive in his own headquarters,

44 - Israeli Prime Minister AriekSharon has said the mil-
* itary campaign is aimed at frooting out. terromsts”

Palestinians say Israel wants to destroy their struggle

for independence.

Under mounting pressure from Arab and European
leaders for a more active U.S. role to try to defuse the
West Asia conflict, President George W. Bush defend-
ed his approach on Monday and urged Mr Arafat to
condemn Palestinian suicide bombings.

The UN. security council on Saturday called on

Bethlehem battles as Israel
invades Wést Banl towns

Israeli trodps out of central Manger Square after
tanks and armoured vehicles pushed into the Biblical
town near Jerusalem overnight.

Witnesses said helicopter gunships poured fire into
Manger Square, near the Church of Nativity, where
Christians believe Jesus was born, after a fighter dam-
aged a tank with a grenade.

One 80-year-old Palestinian was killed outside his
house and two other civilians were hit by sniper fire,
the witnesses said, adding that ambulances had been
unable to reach them.

Majdi Benoura, 30, a Palestinian cameraman work-
ing for Qatar’s Al-Jazeera station, was wounded in the
neck as he was filming from the roof of the city’s Star
Hotel, colleagues said.

Israel . declared Bethlehem a

srael to leave Ramallah and other

West Bank towns, but the White
House appears to back Israel’s line
that a ceasefire must come first.

Qil prices hit a six-month high-on
fears that unrest could spregd in
west Asia, which holds two-thirds of
world oil reserves, though nossup-
port emerged for Iraq’s proposal to
use an oil embargo to put pressure
on Israel’s supporters.

Witnesses said tanks. and hehcopter gunshxps
pounded the headquarters of a Palestinian security
chief, Jibril al-Rajoub, near the city of Ramallah, set-
ting buildings ablaze.

Palestinians reported many casualties among the
400 people, Mr Rajoub not among them, said to have
been in the battle-scarred compound. There was no
immediate confirmation. “Sharon’s main objective is
to finish off the Palestinian Authority, President
Arafat and the security services to abort the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state,” Mr Rajoub said.

An Israeli security source said 50 wanted militants
were hiding in Mr Rajoub’s compound. Mr Rajoub
denied there were any.

In Bethlehem, outgunned Palestinians with rifles
and grenade launchers fought desperately to keep

# 9 nee

closed military zone. Similar restric-

tions have been imposed on

Ramallah, where Mr Arafat has

been effectively imprisoned in his

presidential headquarters since

¥ | tanks smashed their way in on
¥ Friday.

Israeli foreign minister Shimon
Peres told army radio the military

ekl campaign might last for several
weeks. “We havent gone into the territories to cap-
ture territories but to capture terrorists,” he said. “We
have no intention of staying there a protracted time —
three to four weeks.”

Troops thrust into the northern city of Tulkarm and
nearby villages of Anabta and Kafr al-Labad in what
Israel called a broadening sweep for suicide attackers,
militants and weapons.

In Tulkarm, soldiers used loudhailers to order terri-
fied residents to stay indoors or be shot. “A curfew is
imposed. Any violators will be fired at,” they shouted,
witnesses said.

A Palestinian local government official said Isracli
troops had shot dead a mentally retarded 42-year-old
man near a checkpoint outside Bala’a, a village north
of Tulkarm. (Reuter)
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“U.S. response to W. Asia crisis

exposes its double stanc

By Jal Taraporevala

Times News Network - \(\7

MUMBAL: The Israeli military offensw& 1n the West
Bank has again underscored U.S. double standards in
addressing the issues relating to the conflict in West
Asia. Indeed, if a country less friendly to the U.S. had
conducted a military campaign similar to the one
staged by Israel in the West Bank, the odds are that
the Bush administration would have called for the
imposition of tough international sanctions against it.
The continued Anierican bias in favour of Israel

More&Vdr, the sharp rise in Palestinian-Israeli ten-
sions coul widen the gap between the rulers and the
ruled in some of the moderate Arab states and the
Gulf sheikhdoms. This will work to the disadvantage
of the U.S,, which has traditionally enjoyed warm ties
with these nations.

In addition, the number of Jews living in the US.is
smaller than that of those professing the Islamic faith,
a demographic trend which is likely to become more
prenounced in the years to come. This can be expect-
ed to reduce somewhat the political clout of the

§tandards

again brings into sharp focus the
enormous clout of the Jewish lobby

= NEWS ANALYSIS ==

Jewish lobby on Capitol Hill in the
long run.

in Washington. The US. stand should also be inter-
preted in terms of its perception that Israel is its main
strategic ally in the region. Besides, there is no imme-
diate pressure on the Bush administration to review
its stance, given the unipolar nature of global politics
and Washington’s preoccupation with its campaign to
combat international terrprism.

These factors notwith®anding, there are a number
of reasons to suggest that the present U.S. policy will
not be in its own best long-term politico-strategic
interests. For one, U.S. policy will unwittingly increase
anti-American sentiment at the grass-roots level in
large parts pfthe Arab world. This, in turn, will make
it hardepfor Washington to secure cooperation in the
WestASsian region for its anti-terrorism crusade.

Another adverse fallout for the US. of prolonged
instability in West Asia is the impact on the oil market.
With Washington still reliant on large imports of oil
from the Gulf region, higher energy prices will add to
the strains on the American economy.

Moreover, unlike during the years of superpower
confrontation, in the post-Cold War world, there is no
diplomatic compulsion for the US. to choose between
the two sides in the Arab-Israeli dispute. A fairly neutral
U.S. stand will enable it to increase its political influence
and enhance its negotiating leverage in West Asia.

However, although these factors point to the need
for the US. to adopt a balanced posture in the Arab-
Israeli conflict, there are no realistic prospects ofeuch
a change in policy in the near future.
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Terrorist with the mask

n 15 May, 1974 three Palestine Liberation

Organisation gunmen crossed a border

fence in Maalot, Israel and fired at a van

carrying workers from a tobacco factory.
They entered a school, shot dead the house-
keeper, his wife and their child.

Then they took hostage at least 100 children
and their teachers who had gone hiking. With
their deadline running out, Israel’s special forces
launched a rescue attempt. The gunmen
detonated explosives and sprayed the kids with
machine-gun fire. Twenty-five children died and
66 were wounded. The person who scripted this
bizarre trend was Mohammed Abdel-Raouf
Arafat al Qudwa al-Hussein. After his birth in
August 1929, he was nicknamed Yasser meaning
“easy”.

Fgrty-five years later, Yasser Arafat oecame a
household name with his easy brand of terrorism
targeting innocent children in a series of attacks.
Even today, Israel is the only country, Ireland
apart, where children are killed in the name of
statehood. The trend continues. On 8 March, five
children of a religious school at Atzmona
settlement in Gaza were killed by a Palestine
gunman. If Osama bin Laden is today’s face of
terror, Mr Arafat is the father of modern-day
terrorism, His ruthlessness could give the 11th-
century terror pioneer Hasan bin Sabah an
inferiority complex.

Given that a terrorist always acts for an
audience, one should consider this. Mr Arafat
after being confined to Ramallah for three months
was slighted by the Arab nations which refused to
broadcast his speech live to the opening session of
the Arab League Summit at Beirut on 27 March,
The same day, the Passover suicide attack was
launched killing 22 [sraelis. Time magazine wrote,
“For sheer barbarism, last Wednesday's assault
was unmatched by any other in the 18-month
intifadeh. The Hamas bomber timed the attack to
kill Jews at the Park Hotel just as they sat down to
the seder, a meal that celebrates the liberation of
the Jews from the oppression of the biblical
Pharaoh. The terrorists plotted the Passover
massacre to send a message: N0 Israeli life is safe,
aniywhere or anytime.”

Hamas, once Mr Arafat’s rival, reconciled with
the PLO in 1993 and the attack made the world
audience sit up. When five, his mother died and
his father sent him to his maternal uncle in
Jerusalem. At nine, his father summoned him
back to Cairo where his older sister took care of
him. During those days Palestinians, Jews and the
British fought for control of a desolate strip of
land, which the former considered their

“ homeland.

Little is known about his early life as Mr Arafat
kept his private life a secret just like his
movements. His absence at his father’s funeral in
1952 indicated uneasy family ties. At 16, he was a
gunrunner smuggling Egyptian weapons for
Palestinian fighters and two years later, left Cairo
University to fight the Jews in Gaza. His actions
laid the foundation of his leadership for the
Palestinian cause and he soon became a respected
student leader of the Union of Palestine Students
in Cairo.

In 1948, the Arabs lost 10 tffe British and Mr
Arafat enrolled himself as a civil engineering
student in Cairo University while he trained as a
fidayeen (terrorist). By the time he graduated in
1956, he headed a group called Palestine Students
League and committed himself to forming a unit
to free Palestine from Israeli occupation. While
working for a construction company in Kuwait, he
formed the Al-Fatah, an underground terrorist
organisation.

The backdrop of West Asian politics was
tumultuous and influenced Mr Arafat’s career as
a terrorist and his use of terror as a tool of
statecraft. The State of Israel’s inauguration in
May 1948 enraged the Arab population who

" engaged it in a full-fledged war. Israel held its
ground and took control over three-quarters of
the territory and the remainder between Jeru-
salem and River Jordan, now known as West
Bank, was in the hands of the majority Arab
population.

In 1964, the Arab nations formed the PLO. Mr
Arafat, though, was busy organising terror raids
from Jordan into Israel and working to bring the
various pro-Palestine factions under one

Galites

umbrella. In 1967 when they lost West Bank,
Golan Heights and Gaza to Israel in the Six Day
War, they turned to Mr Arafat. He became PLO’s
leader in 1968.

The PLQO’s aim, as enunciated in its charter, is
to destroy Israel. Mr Arafat’s leadership grew
when Israel repulsed attacks from Arab nations
for lands lost in 1967 during the Yom Kippur War
of 1973. The Palestinians reverentially began
referring to him as “Abu Ammar” or the builder.
He then worked on a two-pronged strategy of
international propaganda about the Palestinians’
plight on the one hand and a combination of
guerrilla warfare and terrorism against the
Israelis, on the other.

By the early 1970s, Israel realised it could not
wish away the terror reality and took a conscious
decision, which in a writer’s words was, “If you hit
us, we will hit you twice as hard.” The PLO staged
the massacre of 11 Israeli athletes at the Munich
Olympics, further strengthening the Israeli resolve

Having honed his skills as the
father of modern-day
terrorism, Yasser Arafat
worked on a two-pronged
strategy of international
propaganda about the
Palestinians’ plight and a
combination of guerrilla
warfare and terrorism against
the Israelis. Israel’s palpable
dilemma is whether to
make him a martyr or arrest
him and face rejuvenated
terrorism, writes
STANLEY THEODORE

to strike back. Later, Mossad (Hebrew for
“institute”™) became vibrant in counter-
Intelligence, covert actions and counter-terrorism.
Its sister organisation, Shin Bet, became
responsible for anti-terrorist operations and
political subversion.

Mr Arafat was under-increasing pressure.
Jordan expelled him in 1971 for his audacious
terrorist attacks and he fled to war-ravaged
Lebanon. Israel’s counter-terrorism strategy also
began vyielding results. Each of Mr Arafat’s
founding colleagues of the PLO was assassinated.
The world realised that Israel had decided not to
give in any more and that it had more stee!l than
spine was evident when 200 commandos staged an
incredible rescue operation at Entebbe airport on
27 June 1976.

PFLP and Red Army terrorists diverted the
French airline en route to Tel Aviv to Uganda
demanding the release of 53 prisoners held in
France, Switzerland, Kenya and Israel. The ter-
rorists were killed and so was the leader of the
raid, Lieutenant Colonel Yonatan Netanyahu,
brother of Israel’s future Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu.

With various organisations owing allegiance to
Mr Arafat staging terror attacks, he began to
realise that terror alone would not help the cause

and began making diplomatic moves. In 1974, he
made his famous appearance at the UN General
Assembly with a gun in one hand and an olive
branch in the other.

The unshaven face, the chequered headgear
and olive green fatigues became the image of the
Palestinian struggle and the face of modem
terrorism. The political settings changed rapidly
and peace and dialogue came to the forefront. In
1979, Egypt signed the historic Camp David
Accord. The peace agreement provided for the
return of Sinai from Israel to Egypt, which was
implemented, and Palestinian autonomous rule in
West Bank.

Looking back, Israel and Mr Arafat were not
overawed by Camp David, especially, after Anwar
Sadat’s assassination in 1981 by the Islamic Jihad
which was furious with the agreement. Menachem
Begin's Right-wing government took over and
invaded Lebanon in 1982.

George W Bush’s post-9/11 statements —

"the State of Israel

Africa and North America,
he late 19th centuty Zlonist movement was a
by Theodore Herzl to Jews scattered across
rid to return to the “Land of Istael”. Some

" Jews from Yemen, Morocco, Irag and Turkey,

- unaware of this call simultancously began

Jews regrouped
Palestine.  They ¢

Assynans and tors of today's

neighbouring

- Imgratmg to this land in waves, motivated by the

ries’ old dream of the “Land of Zion”.

1 1897, Jewish leaders formally organised the
Zionist movement for a state where Jews could
have their right to self-determination.

In 1933, Grand Mufti Haj Amin al-Husseini
launched a Palestinian movement, which Israel
and the West accused of imitating the Nazi’s anti-

.the  Semitism, There were calls 1o boycott Jews and
st attack them physically. They referred to Hitler as

Ali and in Egypt as Mohammed Haider. By
Jewish aspirations for a homeland found

ptance by the British in the Balfour

ration i 1917 after Britain defeated the

rks during World 'War {. Three years later, this

gave the British the mandate over the territory.

- It was here that the seeds of the modern day

Arab-Israel conflict were sown as the British

, thority failed to balance its commitment to the
. Jews and its promises to Israel. After World War

i, the: Holocaust. wﬁs dwcovered in mtler’s
concentration camps. The UN was moved 1o

‘ereate a separate

Jewish state from
Palesting . much
against’ the wishes
of the Arabs, as
this was _home to
700,000  Palesti-
nians. The fidayeen
or the terrorist
emerged on the
scene during the
turbulent  forma-
tive years of Israel
in the late 1960s;
After the 1967
War, they became
the mainstay of the
Palestinian . move- -
ment for statehood. Revolutionary content soon
gave way 10 terror content to make the region the
hot spot, which many contemporary historians
say has the potential to spark World War 111,
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West Bank city of Bethlehem.

“smoking terrorists out” and “ripping apart their
networks” — is a direct descent of this episode.
Israel wanted to smash the PLO infrastructure
and its Beirut headquarters and succeeded, but
occupied southern parts of Lebanon, in violation
of its promise.

™ The Hizbollah, with its suicide terrorism,
spearheaded a guerrllla campaign forcing the
Israeli army out. This was to become Israel’s first
ever military defeat to concede territory in 1999.

Mr Arafat, however, retained the terror
initiative after escaping from Beirut. From Tunis
in North Africa he oversaw the terrorist
movement, while making deliberate attempts to
change the PLO’s terrorist image to an organi-
sation striving for statehood. In 1987, the PLO
launched the Al-Intifada or “the uprising”.
“Arafat the terrorist” donned the image of “Arafat
the statesman”, In 1988, he stunned the world by
telling the UN special session in Geneva that the
PLO had renounced terrorism and supported
Israel’s right to exist.

In 1989, he told CBS News, “We are fed up with
this bloodshed. We are looking to have peace for
our children and also for their children.
Otherwise, the next generations will not respect
us. This is an historical chance. If we lose it, we are
criminals.”

This paved the way for the secret negotiations
in Oslo, resulting in an historic agreement where
Israel, in return to PLO recognising its right to
exist, agreed to the Palestinians’ limited self-rule
in West Bank and Gaza. It was sealed on White
House’s manicured lawns on 13 September, 1993,
This resulted in Mr Arafat, the then Israeli-Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres getting the Nobel Peace Prize in
1994. The allure of statesmanship that he lost for
supporting Saddam Hussein during the Gulf War
returned.

The environment changed again after Rabin’s
assassination in 1995 by Jewish fundamentalists
who accused him of a sell-out. Ehud Barak after
the 1999 pull-out from Lebanon found his
government facing the Palestinians’ second
intifada in 2000, more violent than the first.

When he called for elections, he lost to the
hawkish Ariel Sharon who as defence minister in
1995 said: “I don’t know anyone who has as much
civilian Jewish blood on his hands as Arafat since
the Nazi’s time”. The former army officer
reportedly regretted not having killed Mr Arafat
during the 1982 operations.

Mr Arafat’s stature took a severe beating when
he rejected Bill Clinton’s proposal in 2000, which
was another step towards  Palestinian
independence. He certainly would have thought
that diplomacy was a much harder and tenuous
game than terrorism and it was no coincidence
that the terror attacks marked by waves of suicide
bombings began in December 2001.

After besieging him at Ramallah, Israel seized
key documents linking him directly to various
terror attacks over the last few months. One of
them was the Al Agsa Martyrs Brigade on 16
September 2001 ~ five days after the World Trade
Center attacks — asking him for money to arm
suicide-bombers and for their funeral services.
, Since then, the Al
Agsa, an extension of
Arafat’s Al-Fatah fac-
tion, carried out eight
suicide attacks.

The statesman mask
has melted, revealing a
grotesque two-headed
personality.  Israel’s
dilemma is palpable -
should he be elimi-
nated and made a
martyr. Or should he
be arrested and face
rejuvenated terrorism
§ from scores of terror
groups and hundreds
of potential suicide-
bombers apart from tackling international
opinion, which is yet to make a distinction
between a plain barbarian and a leading light for
the liberation of Palestine.

(The author is The Statesman’s Hyderab
based Special Representative.)



WEST ASIA / NEXT 24 HOURS VITAL, SAY OBSERVERS

Troops move into Jenin,

By Kesava Menon

BAHRAIN, APRIL 3. The Israeli mil-
itary today moved into the West
Bank towns of Jenin and Salfit
and reportedly surrounded the
town of Nablus, on the sixth day
of invasion.

While the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, has called
on Israel to end its operations as
quickly as possible, Israeli anal-
ysts have suggested that the
next 24 hours could mark a cru-
cial phase.

Palestinian casualties were -

reported when Israeli troops
and tanks moved into both Je-
nin and Salfit; however, neither
confirmation of casualties nor
the number of injured could be
known with any accuracy due to
an Israeli clampdown on the
media.

Reports from Bethlehem, site
of a vicious gun battle yester-
day, suggest that bodies are ly-
ing on the streets and cannot be
removed as residents fear they
will be shot at by the Israeli
military, .

Medical teams cannot be
sent as they too might come un-
der fire. Reports from the West
Bank towns that have been oc-
cupied by the Israeli army also
suggest a breakdown in water
supplies.

sraeli troops surrounded the:
Church of the Nativity in Be-
thlehem where Palestinian gun-
men have taken refuge from
Israeli troops, helicopters and
tanks that invaded the city as
part of an offensive aimed at
crushing Palestinian militias in
the WesjMBank.

Clergymen give an branch to an Israell soldier guarding the check point leading to
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the West Bank town of Bethiechem in Jerusalem on Wednesday. Israell forces barred
about 200 clergymen from entering Bethlehem to express solldarity with the local
population under Israeli occupation since Tuesday. — AFP

An Italian journalist inside
the Church — which is believed
to also hold women and chil-
dren — has reported over the
telephone that the gunmen
have sworn that they will con-

i tinue to fight. Christian leaders

based in Jerusalem have tried to
broker a deal, but without suc-
cess so far.

While the Israeli army seems
to be moving with impunity
through the West Bank, the
noted Israeli military analyst,
Ze’ev Schiff, today said these

WL

operations might yet be intensi-
fied further.

According to Mr. Schiff, the
military high command might
soon change rules detailing
which buildings can be raided
without prior sanction, as well
as the amount of force that
troops can use.

Such rules seemed to have
changed already, however, con-
sidering that the headquarters
of the Palestinian Authority
President, Yasser Arafat, has
been shelled. In recent actions,

b LA

Israel has not spared even
forces under the commands of
those whom they have favoured
in the past.

Troops have attacked the of-
fices of the West Bank Preven-
tive Security Chief, Jibril
Rajoub, a person the Israeli mil-
itary itself helieves is someone
with whom they can do busi-
ness. Israel claims that its cur-
rent operation is intended to
round up all Palestinian mili-
tants and to dismantle the in-
frastructure of terror.



ﬁN asks Israel L to quit

N @ AGENCIES /‘\/\

, March 30. — Israeli
troops today strengthened their siege
of Mr Yasser Arafat’s headquarters
while the UN Security Council, with
rare US support, passed a resolution,

world after Igraeli forces cut tele-
phone lines to his compound. Two of
his bodyguards were wounded when
tanks shelled their operations room
overnight. The US decision to sup-
port the resolution marked a change
of position from yesterday’s com-

calling for “the withdrawal of Israeh ments by secretary of state Gen
troops from Pal- [— Colin Powell
estinian cities, |- who expressed
including Ram- sympathy with
allah”. Israel's deci-
Israeli troops sion to respond
stormed Mr - | militarily to
Arafat’s offices, .| attacks on its
according to W civilians.
Palestinian | President Bu-
accounts. The f sh told leaders
troops called on of Egypt, Jor-
Mr Arafat’s se- §§ dan, Saudi Ara-
curity guards } bia and Spain
to surrender. that West Asia
Israel criti- violence  wo-
cised the Cou- uldn’t stall U
ncil resolution N peace efforts.
for not stressing ! group of We
Palestinian l stern activists
responsibility met Mr Arafa
for “terrorist” for the firs
attacks. The fo- e j time since th
;s;gnthgléomu:i?y Palestinians in Helsinki protest glut:jg:ideg att-

had no interest

against the Israeli action. — AFP

ack:A suicide

in remaining in
Ramallah or any other areas, but
gave no hint that it would leave.
Palestine said the resolution was
positive and demanded an immedi-
ate Israeli withdrawal from
Ramallah. Aides said the embattled
leader was losing contact with the

bomber blew
himself up in a crowded cafe in Tel
Aviv's entertainment district, kill-
ing himself and injuring at least 24
people. Reports said the Al Agsa
Martyrs’ Brigade, linked to Fatah
movement, claimed responsibility.

B More reports on page 12 'A’
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1/rael declares érafat
‘enemy!, pounds HQ

JERUSALEM: The Israeli vemment
declared Yasser Arafat an “enemy” on Friday
and sent tanks and armoured personnel carri-
ers to isolate him completely in his Ramallah
headquarters and to launch an “extended
operation” in the Palestinian territories.
After an all-night meeting of the Israeli
cabinet and flanked by senior ministers,
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon recalled the
deadly suicide bombing of a Netanya hotel on
Wednesday night as well as two subsequent
terror attacks. He said Israel had extended its

By the time Mr Sharon spoke, a heavy
force of Israeli armor was already on the
move in Ramallah, the unofficial Palestinian
capital. Officials in Mr Arafat’s compound
said tanks and armored personnel carriers
had fully ringed them and bulldozers had
breached a hole in the wall. Gun battles
broke out between the Israeli troops and Mr
Arafat’s guards.

Benjamin Ben Eliezer, the minister of
defence, followed Mr Sharon to the podium
and declared that the operation had begun

hand in peace, “but all we get
back in response is terrorism,
terrorism and re terror-
ism.No so reil;};0 state can

ignore such)a sequence of
events”. H&géaid 20,000

reserve soldigfs were  being
called on to free the regular
forces for an operation that
could last a long time.

Mr Arafat responded defi-
antly, saying Palestinians
would not surrender or give
up their fight for an inde-
pendent state. “No
Palestinian and no one in the Palestinian

in Ramallah, “the capital of
terror”, but would continue
elsewhere. “Nobody is
immune to the armed forces
as long as that person is
labelled a terrorist,” he said.
{ The new explosion of vio-
lence also. followed an Arab
| summit meeting in Beirut
" which had adopted a Saudi
initiative offering normal
relations with Israel if it
i pulled its forces from all occu-
pied territories. That declara-
tion, which the Bush adminis-
tration had actively support-

er Yasser

Arab nation will surrender or Arafat in his Ramallah ed, now seemed effectively

kneel,” he said in an interview office on Friday.

aired on Palestinian televi-

superceded by events.
From within Mr Arafat’s

sion. A photograph released by aides
showed him taking calls in his office with a
pistol on the table before. him.

“They (Israel) want me to be a prisoner or
they want me killed, but I will be a martyr. I
hope that God will give me martyrdom,” he
said on Al-Jazeera television. However, Mr
Arafat also said he was ready to work for “an
immediate ceasefire with Israel”.

The significance of Mr Arafat’s statement
was not immediately clear, and there was no

reacti}yffom Israel.

compound, Nabil Aburdeineh, a senior aide
to the Palestinian leader, said by telephone on
Friday that the operation marked a “declara-
tion of war” against the Palestinian people.
Meanwhile, Hamas, one of the militant
groups in the vanguard of the Palestinian
uprising, rejected the Arab peace initiative
and vowed to continue “all kinds of resist-
ance”. At the same time, the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine threat
to hit “every Israeli” anywhere 4
world. (Agencies)
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situation was %lzfn ::>and that

their leader’s life wap in danger.
Mr Sharon said aftet a Cabinet
meeting last night: “
has established a c
terror against Israel, is an
enemy and... will be isolated.”

The Palestinian leader, on the
other hand, said he didn’t fear
death and wouldn’t be cowed
-down, “They want me under
arrest or in exile or dead, but
I'm telling them, I prefer to be
martyred,” he said in a tele-
phone interview with Al Jazeera
TV. In another interview, he
said: “No Palestinian and no
one in the Arab nation will
surrender or kneel.”

Two dozen tanks were -
deployed inside Mr Arafat’s
sprawling compound, about the
size of a city block. Israeli
snipers were deployed on
rooftops. Tanks shelled the Pale-
stinian Intelligence headqu-
arters in the complex and troops
stormed a lock-up next to Mr
Arafat’s three-story building.

A late night report said Israeli
soldiers took over a building in
Ramallah used by Palestinian
and foreign media, forcing
organisations including Reuters
to abandon it.

In Jerusalem, Israeli police
stormed the Al Agsa Mosque
compound firing grenades to
disperse stone-throwing worshi-
ppers.

The violence may spell the
doom for the latest US truce
mission, though US envoy Mr
Anthony Zinni was to remain in
the region. Mr Zinni called Mr
,Arafat today and met

Palestinian Cabinet Minister Mr
Saeb Erekat in Jericho.

The fighting came a day after 1
an Arab summit in Beirut
approved of a plan calling on
Arab nations to develop normal
relations with Israel in return for
its withdrawal from' territory
captured in the 1967 war. It was
the first time in the history of the
West Asian conflict that Arab
states had made such an offer.
Israel said it would study the
plan, but its top priority was
responding to Palestinian attacks.
Reactions: The US President,
spending Easter weekend at his
Texas ranch, ‘discussed the West
Asian crisis with his National
Security Council members dur-
ing a one-hour video-conference.
India expressed concern over the
worsening West Asia situation
and called for an end to the cycle
of violence. Mr Jaswant Singh,
now in Beijing, said the Beirut
proposal must be given a chance.

Islamabad said Israel’s “aggr-
essive actions” would jeopardise
peace in the region. Russia, too,
criticised Israel’s actions, while
the European Union reaffirmed - T ST ATE &
that Mr Arafat remained a legiti- THT STATESMAN
. mate authority and its interi- .

ocutor for peace in West Asia. IAD
France critiI::iscd Israel’s “atte- 3 Vo Al zmz
mpt to stifle Arafat” while China
expressed “serious concern”.
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/ SECURITY COUNCIL CALLS EMERGENCY MEETING

Israeli troo
storm ‘Ara

pS

¢

headquarters

RAMALLAH (West Bank), March 29. — Israeli

troops smashed their way into Mr Yasser Arafat’s

presidential compound today and battled his security

forces room-to-room in a major assault on the

Palestinian leader’s main power base. The Jewish state
. declared Mr Arafat as its enemy.

Israeli officials, however, insisted they wouldn't kill Mr
Arafat, only uproot the “foundations of terror”. The US
secretary of state, General Collin Powell, too, said Tel-
Aviv had assured Washington that Mr Arafat wouldn’t be
harmed or captured. ... .

" “They’re going in to

" find terrorists, to

. pick up weapons

"and it isn’'t their

_ intention to occupy
these areas on. a

' long-term basis.”
The assurance. has
been conveyed to
Prince Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia.

Gen Powell said
he had spoken to
the Israeli Prime
Minister, Mr Ariel
Sharon. Gen Powell
condemned  the
recent string of att-
acks that had killed

* Israeli civilians and
called on Mr Arafat
to end them. The
attacks, he said, had
destroyed the
“guarded opti-
mism” US officials
had felt about
resuming the peace
process. “Let’s be clear about what brought itall to a
halt — terrorism. Terrorism that would target those
who are innocent civilians.” He also called on Mr
Sharon to use restraint in Israeli reprisals and consider
the consequences of escalating the military action.
Thousands of Palestinians marched in Gaza, saying a
“river of biood” would flow if Israel burt Mr Arafat.
The UN security council president, Mr Ole Peter
Colby of Norway, has called an emergency session on
the violence at the request of Palestinian, and Arab

delegates, a report from UNHQ says. The council will
meet at 2.30 a.m. (IST) on Saturday.

In the Ramallah gun-battle, a woman bystander, six
Palestinians and an Israeli soldier were killed. Israeli
troops arrested more than 70 Palestinians from Mr
Arafat’s headquarters. “We've found an RPG-type
rocket launcher, anti-tank rockets and a lot of guns and
.ammunition,” said General Yntzhak Eytan, Israeli army
commangder in West Bank.

The offensive was the toughest against Mr Arafat in 18
months and posed the biggest threat to his grip on power
since his return to the West Bank from exile in 1994.

The forces swept into Ramallah, 15 km north of Jeru-

N .. salem, after [srael
. dismissed an offer of
an unconditional
and immediate truce
by Mr Arafat foll-
owing one of the
bloodiest Palestinian
suicide attacks.

An 18-year-old
Palestinian girl blew
- herself up at the

entrance of a
Jerusalem  super-
‘market, killing her-
seff and two Israeli
civilians and woun-
dinig at least 19 shop-
pers.A militia linked
~ to Mr Arafat’s Fatah
movement claimed
responsibility.

Israeli = troops .
shelled a three-
story building in
which Mr Arafat
took cover in a
~ windowless room.
A defiant Mr

Arafat  huddled
with his advisers in the ground floor room, as Israeli
~troops, punching holes_through walls of adjacent’
buildings, moved closer to him. The soldiers even
exchanged fire with Mr Arafat’s guards, killing one and
injuring more than 20 of them,

With a sub-machine gun' placed next to him on a
table, Mr Arafat called world leaders and demanded
their immediate intervention. HIS aides said the

Turn to page 2
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~Arafat is our enemy, says Israel

AMALLAH (WEST BANK), MARCH 29,
Israel declared the Palestinian
leader, Yasser Arafat, its enemy
today and its troops smashed
their way into his presidential
compound in the West Bank,
triggering gunbattles that kitled
a woman bystander.

Israeli forces swept into the
city of Ramallah, 15 km north of
Jerusalem, after Israel dismis-
sed an offer of an uncondition-
al, immediate ceasefire by Mr.
Arafat following one of the
bloodiest Palestinian suicide at-
tacks yet seen.

The Israeli military action

-

as r}xe toughest in 18 mon
of conflict since the Palestinians
launched an uprising against Is-
raeli occupation. It posed the
biggest threat to Mr. Arafat's
grip on power since his return
to the West Bank from exile in
1994.

Tensions boiled over despite
the emergence of an Arab plan
for West Asia peace with Israel
that was unanimously endorsed
at an Arab summit in Beirut on
Thursday and cautiously wel-
comed by the Israeli Foreign
Minister, Shimon Peres.

“Arafat, who has established

Q:oalition of terror against Is-
rael, is an enemy and at this
point he will be isolated,” the
Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, told a televised news
conference after a cabinet
meeting that Jasted most of the
night.

Mr. Arafat responded defiant-
ly, saying Palestinians would
not surrender or give up their
fight for an independent state.
“They want me under arrest or
in exile or dead, but I am telling
them, I prefer to be martyred,”
he said in a telephone interview
with Al Jazeera, the Arab satel-

lite television channel. “May

God make us martyrs.”

During much of the day, he
was on the phone, speaking to
world leaders or watching
events on television.

The Palestinian Cabinet Min-
ister, Saeb Erekat, said the Is-
raeli action amounted to a
declaration of a “comprehen-
sive war” after 18 months of

conflict that has killed at least-

1,108 Palestinians and 382 Is-
raelis.

Fighting between Palestinian
secwrity forces and Israeli
troops erupted as an armoured
bulldozer punched a hole in the
outer wall of Mr. Arafat's com-
pound and tanks fired shells at
his office building, setting it
ablaze, Palestinian officials said.
Mr. Arafat was inside at the time
but was not harmed, they said,
adding that the fire was brought
under control.

Army snipers dug in on the
top of buildings and gunbattles
broke out in various districts of
the city of about 210,000 people,
witnesses said.

A 2l-year-old woman was
killed by Israeli gunfire while
standing outside her house and
10 other Palestinians were
wounded, three of them criti-
cally, Palestinian medics said.
Most of the wounded were se-
curity force mempers. — Reu-
ters, AP

.
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A CRITICAL MASS OF HQPE ANB FEAR

“ -,
WAR AND PEACE issues in West Asia have neve%k of consequeNce to their endemic confrontation.

been in a greater state of confusion than at pre-
sent. Three new cross-currents seem to have
emerged in the context of the latest Arab League
summit that concluded in Beirut on a note of
mixed signals and in the light of Israel’s attempt
to subdue the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat,
who has been portrayed as the “enemy” of the
Jewish state. Obviously, crystal-gazing will be of
no avail in these emotion-laden circumstances.
Nor is a reality check within easy grasp. First, the
-apparently positive initiative for a wider Arab-
Israel peace settlement, which Saudi Arabia has
unveiled at the Beirut summit, has been greeted
*with scepticism from not only the Jerusalem es-
tablishment but also some forces within the Ara-
bian side of the equation. Second, the
fundamental aspect of the overall West Asian cri-
sis — the Israel-Palestinian enmity — is being
aggravated in several ways. Worsening the exist-
ential feud is a clear pattern of overtly militarist
responses by the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sha-
.ron, to the unmistakable acts of terrorism being
perpetrated by a motley array of misguided Pal-
estinjan-Arab groups against the Israelis. One of
the latest suicide-bombings, which was patently
aimed at terrorising ordinary Jews, was timed for
the Arab summit where Prince Abdullah spoke of
a peace formula on behalf of Saudi Arabia, which
is widely recognised as a key conscience-keeper
of Islamic faith and Arab values. The third but not
the least strand of cross-currents pertains to Iraq
‘and its leader, Saddam Hussein. With Baghdad
making an overture of amity towards Kuwait at
the latest Beirut summit, the Arab bloc seems to
be as much surprised as indeed pleased at this
gesture from Mr. Hussein towards a country that
he had invaded, only to be thrown out by a U.S.-
led military coalition, just over a decade ago.
While these issues involve the Arabs and the Is-
raelis, the U.S. remains a powerful external force

The Bush ¥dministration is concerned about
peace and poliical stability across the entire West
ic countries and Israel. West Asia
figures prominently in Washington’s telescopic
world view spanning assorted theatres of varying
relevance to the Bush administration’s ongoing
“war on terror”. It is in this sense that the U.S. is
currently engaged in bringing about a truce be-
tween the Palestinians and Israel. The truce mis-
sion by Anthony Zinni of the U.S. is said to be
aimed at enabling these two West Asian parties to
implement the Mitchell Report, another Ameri-
can-backed initiative, on steps towards a final set-,
tlement of the Palestine question. Not
surprisingly, Washington is encouraging Saudi
Arabia to try its hand at peace making despite
Israel’s reservations about some key facets of Ri-
yadh’s negotiable proposals. As for Iraq, Washing-
ton will soon have to determine whether
Baghdad’s new acceptability quotient within the
Arab fraternity might deter any contemplated
American action against Mr. Hussein. A counter-
view is that the Arab states may now leave Mr.
Hussein to his own devices in facing the U.S.

The Saudi framework envisions the establish-
ment of “normal relations” between Israel and
each of the Arab states in the event of the Jewish
state being agreeable to a few conditions. Topping
the list of demands is that Israel should allow the
creation of a full-fledged Palestinian state with
Jerusalem (or, perhaps a part of it} as the capital.
Some reports suggest that the other conditions are
that Israel must vacate all the Arab territories it
had conquered in the 1967 war and also address in
a just manner the old issue of how best the Pal-
estinians, displaced at the time of Israel’s forma-
tion, could return. While Israel’s initial objections
to some of these ideas are known, its cause is
hardly advanced by any militarist siege of Mr. Ara-
fat himself. / :
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BEIRUT, MARCH 29. Arab and European offi-
cials today criticised Israel for its military
drive against the Palestinian leadership as
Palestinian factions pledged to unite
against the offensive on the West Bank.

But the United States, Israel’s main pa-
tron, had little comment on the move with
tanks, troops and helicopters against the
Palestinian chief, Yasser Arafat’s West Bank
headquarters. With White House and State
Department officials unavailable for com-
ment, the U.S. Ambassador to Beirut of-
fered only that violence was no solution to
political problems.

There was no word from the U.S. envoy,
Anthony Zinni, who has been trying for two
weeks to broker an Israeli-Palestinian cea-
sefire and halt 18 months of violence that
has cost more than 1,600 lives. Lebanon, as
chair of the just-concluded Arab summit,

strongly condemned the Israeli action and
urged the United States, United Nations,
Russia and the European Union to inter-
vene.

“Only hours after the Arab peace initia-
tive was adopted at the Beirut summit, Is-
rael responded with a barbarous war and
an arrogant savage aggression,” a Lebanese
Foreign Ministry statement said. “What Is-
rael is doing confirms again that it is a ter-
rorist State which rejects peace,” the
statement added.

Israel’s all-out push against Mr. Arafat
clouded a Saudi initiative adopted by the
two-day summit ending yesterday to offer
Israel normal ties in return for its withdraw-
al from lands seized in the 1967 West Asia
war. “The presidency of the Arab summit
denounces in the strongest manner this ar-
rogant aggression,” the statement said. It

/D WEST ASIA / ISRAELI ACTION, SETBACK TO SAUDI INITIATIVE

“‘Arabs, E.U. call for restraint™}’

urged “all those who back the Arab peace
initiative to act immediately to deter Israel
and its aggression.”

The Lebanese Prime Minister, Rafiq Har-
iri, spoke with the French President, Jac-
ques Chirac, who promised to do all he
could to help restore calm, a government
source said. Mr. Hariri also held talks with
the U.S. Ambassador, Vincent Battle, who
said incidents of violence were “not really
solutions” to the Arab-Israeli conflict. “I
think that the vision expressed by all mem-
bers of the (Arab) summit underlines the
reality that solutions by violence and a spi-
ral of violence are not really solutions at
all,” Mr. Battle told reporters.

The Egyptian Foreign Minister, Ahmed
Mabher, called the Israeli attempt to isolate
Mr. Arafat “an aggression and a stupid act” .
— AFP

BEIRUT, MARCH. 29. Iraq tried to

Arabs rally round Saddam

Arab states also called for the

Many Arab leaders may de-

'Rfssia raps Israel

MOSCOW, MARCH 29. Russia de-
nounced Israel’s move to isolate

mend. relations with its Gulf
neighbours on Thursday, more
than a decade after the Gulf
War, with a promise never to
invade Kuwait again. In return
for the pledge, Arab countries
meeting at a summit in Beirut
rallied around Iraq in opposi-
tion to any American military
action to remove the Iraqi
President, Saddam Hussein's
regime.

“Leaders . . . affirm they cate-
gorically reject a strike against
Iraq and any threat against the
security and territorial integri-
ty of any Arab country, which
would constitute a threat
against the national security of
all Arab countries,” said the
summit communique.

economic sanctions against
Iraq, in place for 12 years, to be
lifted.Arab regimes will put lit-
tle trust in the public commit-
ments of a man who tore up the
border treaty with Iran before
invading the country in 1990
and who has systematically lied
to United Nations weapons in-
spectors. Kuwait remained
sceptical despite the public
warmth. “Let us see if Iraq will
again officially celebrate its in-
vasion of Kuwait. August 2 is
only four months away,” said a
Kuwaiti official.

But the public rapproche-
ment and hardening of Arab
opposition to military action
against Iraq will complicate
matters for Washington.

spise Mr. Saddam, but their
people are increasingly hostile
to the further use of force
against the Baghdad regime.
They regard Israel, rather than
Iraq, as the most burning issue
in West Asia.

Iraq’s rehabilitation was
sealed with a kiss and an em-
brace, between Crown Prince

Abdallah, Saudi Arabia’s.day- .

to-day ruler, and Izzat Ibrahim,
Saddam’s envoy, to applause
around the conference room.

Mr. Ibrahim shook hands
with the head of the Kuwaiti
delegation, Sheikh Sabah al-
Ahmed al-Sabah, the country’s
Deputy Prime Minister.

— ©Telegraph Group Limit-
ed, London, 2002

the Palestinian leader, Yasser
Arafat, and warned of a danger-
ous escalation of the conflict
beyond the region. “This is
hardly the way to facilitate a so-
lution of the crisis,” said the
Russian Foreign Minister, I[gor
Ivanov, commenting on Israel's
all-out military push against Mr.
Arafat. He described said the
situation was “extremely dan-
| gerous” and Russia was con-
ducting ‘active consultations”
to prevent an escalation. “We
are calling on the sides to show
restraint, to curb the activities
of terrorist organisations and to
make use of the available peace
initiatives, including the Saudi

peace plan endorced by the
Arab summit in Beirut.” /L,
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ANKARA (TURKEY), MARCH. 30. A
Kurdish\rebel commander said
on Saturday his group would
dissolve to form a new organisa-
tion that would seek to achieve
greater rights for Kurds but did
not rule out renewed war
against Turkish forces if Turkey
executes imprisoned leader, Ab-
dullah Ocalan. Osman Ocalan,

./who has led the Kurdistan
' Workers’ Party, or PKK, since
.1 his brother’s capture, denied re-

ports that his organisation had
changed its name, saying the
process to find a new name was

| still under way. The group is

seeking to shed its violent image
and become a legitimate politi-
cal force.

In reference to a heightened
debate among Turkish politic-
ians over whether to carry out
his brother's death sentence,
Mr. Ocalan said the execution
would be a “cause for war.”
“The Kurdish people have iden-

tified their fate with that of our

“Brother takes over
w\, Ocalan’s mantle,.©

leader,” Mr. Osman Ocalan said
by satellite telephone from a
base in northern Iraq. “The
fighting would be worse than
before. 1 don’t even want to
think about it,” he said, refer-
ring to 15 years of bitter fighting
between PKK rebels and Turk-
ish troops that has killed 37,000
people, mostly Kurds. “The
death toll would mount to hun-
dreds of thousands.”

PKK’s founder and leader Ab-
dullah Ocalan was captured in
Kenya and sentenced to death
in 1999 by a Turkish court. He
called a unilateral cease-fire
soon after, and violence dimin-
ished when most of his rebels
withdrew to Iran and Iraq. “Tur-
key has not carried out an exe-
cution for years, but Mr.
Abdullah Ocalan is despised by
many Turks who blame him for
tens of thousands of deaths.

Several politicians have said My.
Abdullah Ocalan shoul e
hanged. — AP




-afat away, meet ta lks peace

REUTERS. ‘v( focusworld attentionon theirplight.  advice to Arafat, I saved the .- surnmit, proposed “normalties™
RAMALLAH /BEIRUT, MARCH 2 Egypt  President Hosni mit.” He did not elaborate how with Israel in return for an Israeli
Mubarak, who, too stayed away ~ absencesavedthesummit. - '\ = withdrawal from all cocupied Arab
IAchaumanYamerAra from the summxt, said on Wednes- The PLA welcomed an Israeii- \ land and the creation of a Palestin-
fat refused Tsraeli condi-  dayhisadvice to Arafattostayaway ~ Arab peaceplan proposedbySaud \ ianstate. After a Palestinianwalkout
tions to attend an Arab  from Beirut may have saved him CgownPnnceA_lx}ullahat the sum- er Lebanon’s failure to broadcast
summitin BeiruttoPales-  from exile. On his decision to skip ~ mit. “The Palmumanl,eadelsmp ac- s speech from his West B
tinians’ cheers. He said thiswould - the summit, Mubarak, quoted by  cepts the initiative...” said Khaled office to Arab leaders, the UAE
- Egypt s state news agency MENA, Salam,asenior Arafat aide. ) downgraded its team in solidarity
said: “By my not going, and with my ‘Prince Abdullah, addressingthe  vith Palestinians, delegates said.

NOIAN expregy
2 8 “r\, ZCUZ



ag—

ero1ury reorydei8oad adre|
B sem pasu Jou pnom armny
ayl jo sarers yromlau ayr Sumy:
auo 2y eyl ino Bupnujod Aq
Syl paie[nuLI0] ‘QewyQ IYITUY
‘niny jusuefeuew pue Ioyine
91 1978[ SIBAA [B19A3S "AWIOU0DD
PHIOM a1 Wl 1Y3noim pey uopn
-esireqols 1ey) adueyd [eurpied
9yl Aj@AnouUnSUl  poojsispun
11 asnedaq Iane] 9y pip Ajipaads
nQq ‘IsULIo} 8y} Op 10U P[Nod
00) BUI]D "I9YID SIUOZ IIOU
-003 [erdads Jo eare palrwII oY)
ul 0S Op 01 PaLN 10U Sey I pue
‘a]o0yM B SB ATIUNOD 3] U] WsIfe)
-ideo pasueApe Jo sUOpNINSUL
pue aimponnseyur 9y Sune
-912 AQ SIS0 INOQE[-UOU STl
-Un 01 pajrey sey 1 S[001S 0M]
U9aM19q Udf[e] SNy} sey erpuj
*10}
-D3s 9[eIS-[[BWIS 3] 0] PIAIIS
-9l UreWal [[Os jualxe ofIe|
B 0] PU® 21am 383yl || ‘eipu]
u] ‘spood [eowoare aduns pue
siuouted ‘sfoy 91 ‘syonpoid
Joseyduars a3 ojur I(1. SummeIp
Aq ueSaq ‘arojoley)  ‘euUny)
‘sslnsnpur 9sayl) ur suuoperd
uononpoid “moqe] deayd ‘a10ys
-JJO I0J YOO[ 01 2AUBDUY }SBI]
9} pey SSLIIUNO0D PIJUBAPE 9y}
Ul s1oImoejnuewW Aym si Jeyl,
Jueyrodair 3sea] 9Y) d1aM (51500
Surales pue sofes ‘Gunayrew
‘ABojourddy  ‘peuides  jsurede
SB) $1S00 INOQe[ YIIYM Ul SaUO0
oY) os[e aram suondadxa arel
im mq ‘dn 39S 03 JNOYJIP Isout
ayl Ajug jou a13M SILIISNPUL
pajeonsygdos ‘sauo ardwrs ojur
mq sammsnpur | pajeonsiydos,,
01Ul 10y JUSUIISIAUT 1OBIIE O}

A1essasau sem 31 auo [eqo[8 ay;
ol AWOU0d3 [euopeU S 3U0
ysaw 01 18y} 9suaradxa s euryD
w0y UIeay 01 Pa[Iej OS[e eIpu]
's3s11d191Ud PaUMO
ajels ayl umop paydem Jeyl
SMe] aIej[am [BI00S puB INOqe[
9} JO 331} SeM T8} UOHENSIUIU
-pe [ewads e yim asap dinbas 03
pue ‘su10d 19UreIU0d PUE S3SNOY
-alem  UWIOISND  ‘SJOOYJS  ‘S[e)
-idsoy ‘syred ‘sanuad ssaursng
pUE [BIOJSWIWIOD ‘SBaIR [BNUIP
-1891 ‘1amod Ayrenb ySiy ‘pains
-se aaed jeyy suoners 1amod
INg ‘sal101oe) A[UO 10U 9)1BAID
01 adeds syl papasu L3yl
‘yoea ‘ury ‘bs
paIpuny [eBISA3S PIIJA0D Jeyl
s7dS ysijgeisa 01 asaury) ayy
pa] e wspnuedd 10y jueyd
-uad e jou pue ‘yoeordde opsiy
-0y s1ul sem 1] ‘BISARTeIN Ul BAR(
Surrelsg 10 ‘o261 eoar) Suoy
3uoy pue aiode8urs ur puy
pmom sioisaaul ufaIo] jeym
Jo eordal B 9so[D se sem 1ey)
Bole PO B UIYNM JUSWIUOI
-IAUS YIOM B 918310 0] SBM SIY],
“6L6T Ul SZHS 1S1 S} Pajeald
3 UsyM ‘purui uf pey euiyy) 1ey)
asodind 8yl pooisiapun 1ou
s sey ye@ MaN ‘puodas
way) uryim uononpoid
pue juaunsaAul UWIBA03 e
SME[ 9U] JO 210U MJ B XB[oI puB
ZNn1) BIJUBS pUe B[puB) SE ons
sZdd Bunsixs ayl oreusisopal
01 Sem pIp 49U [[e Ing “Tea4 1se]
AJUO (SZJS) S8UOZ DTUIOU0ID [BID
-ads oy (S7Z4H) seuoz uonow
-oid 110dxe 9Y3 JO UOISISAUOD
9y} pedUNOUUE  JUSUIUIIAOL)
aakedfep ayl -seuoz 1juswdo

-[9A9p pUE JNUOU0DS [B10ads $11

919Mm 959y, ‘papuadsns azam pi
-811 193 IeW 1010B] 31 SpRW IRyl
SME] 9y UOIym Ul spuelst ad1e|
181> ANJssadons pip 1 Ing
‘Ansnpur uo Aderonesing ueni
-uedred s)1 Jo [01IU0D Y} UISO0]
10 s)ayIeull 101D€] OY) JO ULIG)
-a1 s3I 919[dwiod 0] J[qe udd(q
Jou Sey 00} BUIYD) ‘UoneSI[eIaq]|
JO SIBOA gz I19)e UlAD ‘ISII]
‘BUIYY) WIOL]
WIea] 10U pIp pue 2ABYy pnod
eIpU] SUOSSI] JO JOqUINU 331e] B
a1om 319y} Jey) audsa(q ‘WwialsAs
uononpoid [eqo[8 sy 01 Awo
-1u003 s)1 Burread ur s$A00NS S BU
-1y) a1esrdnp o1 eipuj 10adxe
01 9[qRUOSBIIUN 3q P[NOM )] “19]
-ea13 3q 10U PINOD ‘100Z JO JIeY
181y 8y} Ut 3uad 13d [G pue sp661
ay) ur sypodxa jo juad 1ad Qp
ueyl 210W I0J PAIUNOIIE SIINY
-uaA jutof pue udRI0)] J1OYM
‘‘UIYD) PIM ISBIUOD YL
"Pa[ie} BIPU] ‘dduURINSSE
S} 19O 03 J[qe 2JIdM s3I}
-Unod 9A0qe JY] [[V "SISO INoq
-el-uou 13yd1y Aq 1aspo 158 1o0u
M 11 101} 21ns A[qBUOSEaI [99]
1snwt ay ‘afejueApE 1500 Moge|
sty3 3ojdxa 03 Juem 03 AWOU0ds
[elsnpul  aImjewW 9yl WoIj
I0)saAul Ue 1oj Ing "19Y10 3y} U0
(ewsherey pue axodesurg ‘Suoy
SuoH ose I191IEd) WRUISIA
pue euly) ‘elssuopuj ‘puej
-y, ‘elpuj] pue puey JUO Uo
seyunos pasiemsnpur Arysy
a1 usamlaq sawl 09 01 0Z JO
sfenuUaIafIp a8em pajeard sy
‘S}adjlewl Inoge| [eUuOnEU Ay}
Jo uoneredas pidu ABurseadur
ay pue s1axjzews 1onpoad [eqoid

ayl jo uopedyrun ;aapssaiord
a1 usamiaq Anauilise ay jo
asnedaq aph poass B axi| s0661
Y3 pue spg61 w% uf $aLUN0D
Burdojasep ojur pamopy a4
Iom 0] aaey sasudialua Yyogm
Iopun  wRISAS  aAneISIUIUI
-pE a1} pue Ja)Iew I0108] 8y JO
SULIOJaT ‘ST 1B} ‘SWIOJAI (, uone
-1ouad puooas, S[ed eyuiS ‘I
yeym) Jeamonis asrsusyardwod
J0 9ouasqe Yy SI 2IN[IeyJ SIY) JO
asned ‘A[Uo 10U Ing ‘UleW 3Y T,
“1oyIew
swoy oyl Ul pPIlBIIUIDUOD
‘suleWial pue  ‘sem  ssauIsnq
12Y], BIpU] Ul ssauisng 3urop
Apealle a1om 1ey) sasudion
-ua udralo] Supse ur Surpjoy
-a1eys Ajmofewr Zurumsar oy
suog sey s jo g ay ‘9l
-o1d 1omod joyqeq pouSiewr
yonu a8y} pue suopedUnw
-woJaja) Ul Jusw

aoe[d YOO} 1By} UONEBULIOJSITRN)
ay)y 01 paredwod Inq ‘uozil
-0y 31} uo w3 e ‘910JaI13Y)
‘sem a1dYy], 3uad 1_d Z'ps e
paurewar Sunmioejnuew 1y3ry
quao 1ad g6z 01 dn suod pey
saInoenueul pareonsiydos
pue quad 12d 21 01 pauroap pey
ammmouse Jo areys ayl) ‘0002
-6661 Ag a0 13d 7'pS o1 dn
auod Suiaey areys s,Jurmioem
-urewr 13y s[yMm ‘s110dxa Jo Juad
lad g1z saImoejnuew paledn
-stydos pue juadtad $g pangin
-u0d armnoude ‘AWIoU0%3 pjo
ay) jo Ieak 1se{ 3yl ‘16-0661 UL
‘JusUISaAUL J081Ip USI910]
Jo mopur 3uruIdap pue Mol ay}
pue ‘s10199s pappe anfea 1aydiy
“xa1dwoo a1oul 3y1 spIemo; sjon
-poad Suumoenuew S pue
fermymoude wolx Aeme syod
-Xa jJo uonisodurod

-saaur awos veyy _AVIHY DONINOOT 2w w

a8ueo

PYO  SMOpJUL
se pasienalew A[enioe sieaord
-de @4 jo uolIq §6$ aY3 Jo Judd
13d 212 AUO ‘G66T PUR 1661
u2amlag AI09Y1 Ul 10U JI UIAD
aonoeid ul [(1 03 9[Nsoy A[o1R1a
-J3AUI ATJUNOD € SUTeulal BIpu]f
‘uotlq ¢'e$ A[seawl B papasdxe
I3A8U 9ARY SMOPJUT ‘[T 10} SY
qrews Ax
-9A 3(] 01 UMOUY ST INq ‘SONSNILIS
[eoyo ur  A@ieredes pay
-1uapI Jou st spodxs 0) uonng
-11U0D I19Y ], "$a1muaaA 1uiof pue
ufero}] Aq pangumuod usaq
sey afueyd a1} Jo o] A18A Qure)
-1odwr axow St Jeypy ‘Ioururd
e A[UO Sem I ‘SO8ET Yyl Ul pou
-od arqereduIos e ul BISY Iseq Ul

[fews Apanepr
B — $30Ipur om] Aq
Pa129(a1 sTain[ref s1y I, “uni uof
ay) ui aimfre} 191eaid a anoxd
PINoJ STy, *aImIng 8y} uy ypmoId
d[geurelsns 2INsse 0} I9p
-10 Ul AWIOU023 31} JO 3INIINIS
9} ULIOJaI 0} dInfrey 3y} SI puo
-03s 9yJ, "Awou0da 9y} jo uon
-eude}s oyl yeaiq Agaiayy pue

J0Yap [BOSY oY) [OIU0D 0) A

-[1qeUl 3y} Sem UWN[0D snofaard
B UI passSNasIp [ YoIym “ISIj ayJ,
‘AwIou0da uejpu] a9yl jo sain
-[TeJ OM] J1q U0 10U UIPPIY SBY
£0-2002 10§ 398pn(q s BYUIS 1UBM
-ysex isurede uonemndod sy jo
SUONDIS & W1y A10IN0 dYJ,

eyf Teyueys waag Ag

“kepajie} sey uoleslieqold seipuj AYA

-

PRy

]

n

-
‘v

Ty-i=

2]

it Tinbl

2007

T h

v -



A;jr'abf ,
doubt. ERIE

for a ceasefire,” he said. Then he paused and 1 |
open my mouth becavise every time I speak, two minntes later 2 bomb
goes off or a terrorist blows himself up.” , o

As he spoke; the pagers of report
started to beep, A Palestiriian syicic
the centre of Jewish West Jeru
shoppers. The minister stopped in his eft b ot
Minister Ariel Sharon and President George B v

. Anthony Zinni. The retired US Marine general learned afresh last

week that the players in this particular West: Asian conflict are
nobody’s puppets. They have their own agendas and their own calcu-
lations. Sometimes they are cowed by Washington’s
only remaining super power. Sometimes they go

Last Wednesday, it was the Israelis who sent their ¢
into three West Bank villages in pursuit of terrorists, A daylater,
the Palestinians. Zinni's hopes of brokering an early fruce were
shattered by the fact that the Jerusalem bomber was sent by the Al
Agsa Martyrs’ Brigade, a militia afffliated to Yasser Ar | Fa
movement, and that the Palestinian police had earlier.
from detention: This was no rogue operation. o

When the same kind of thing happened during his maiden visit in
December, Zinni went home for Christmas. So far, h
General is not packing i
of talks last Friday wi
tised to say frankh
other, that was none ) | 5. DUSIIESS. N IUET LIS Al
nistration, anyway. The USA, they said, would only intervene if the
mayhem endangered Ametican strategic interests in the region. That's
what it is now doinig. That's why an increasingly disenchanted Zinni is
stickinig to his task: Vice-President Dick Cheney toured West Asian
capitals last week to prepare the ground for a military offensive against
Irag. Despite public reservations from Arab rulets, he flew home as
eager as ever totopple Saddarn Hussein, Senior officials said the Arab
presidents and princes were far less critical in private. They'd be happy
to get the bully of Baghdad off their backs. In any case, the USA was
not giving them a veto, What did change during Cheney’s swing was
the stress Arab rulers placed on Palestine. They have no more love for
Arafat than the Americans have; but they are worried that an
escalation of the violence could stir up their own citizens and put their
regimes at risk. Cheney pot the megsage. Zinni’s mission was meant to
calm things down. No one, on any side, expected the lion to lie down
with the lamb, It would suffice if the Tsracli- Palestinian conflict shuffled
into the wings, with violenge reduced for a while fo an “acceptable
level”. Then the White House could get on with removing Saddam. . <

The Americans recognised that without a ceasefire, backed by the
prospect of a diplomatic’ solution; they could not rely on Armb
acquiescence. For that reason, they gave their blessing 10 a Saudi
Arabian peace initiative which offered Israel normal relations with alt
the Arab states in return for.a withdrawal from all the territories it
conquered in 1967. The Amiericans lobbied Sharan to allow Arafat to

(M5 STATESMAF
Z é i"‘;rfM sz

An Egyptian demonstrator shouting anti-israsl and ant-US slogans as
she holds a poster for the Palestinian uprising in front of tha Arab Leagus
. headquarters in Cairp on Sunday, ~ AP/PTI ,

attend an Arab summit in Beirut at the end of the month. They wanted
to. create an atmosphere in which the Arab leaders would back the
Saudis. So Zinni had to stay and tumn up the heat on' Arafat and
Sharon, When Cheney arrived here last Monday, Zinni was confident
of success. He recommended the Vice-President offer Arafat the.
carrot of a meeting. Naw he knows that will not be enough., After the
Jerusalem bombing; the second suicide atrack in two days inside Israel,
both the Cheney-Arafat ‘tryst and the Palestinian leader’s ticket to
Beirut are in doubt. A ceasefire is more remote than ever,

. The Palestinians knew what they were doing. Arafat had withstood
three. months of ‘siege in his West Bank administrative capital,

Ramallah. The Israeli tanks had come and gone without destroying the
Palestinian military infrastructure. Pictures of refugee families grieving
over the wreckage of their homes had rekindled world sympathy. And
Sharon had made political concessions — dropping his insistence on
seven days of quiet before he would negotiate a ceasefire, offering to
let Arafat circulate within the Palestinian territories. Terror paid, so
why give up now? So far, Sharon is reacting with unfamiliar restraint.
Bush is blaming the Palestinians. If Arafat gives refuge to terrorists, the -
President said, if he hides terrorists, if he feeds terrorists, th as
much:to blame as the terrorists themselves. i
Istael likes to hear such denunciations. But defence minister Ben-
Eliezer warned Zinni after last Thursday’s suicide bombing that Isragl
would not be able 10 hold back forever, : o .

(The author is The Statesman’s Jerusaler-based correspondent,). /
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t’s been a year since Ariel Sharon
Ibecame Prime Minister of Israel

and all his promises of winning
peace and security have come to
naught. Not only is violence on the
rise, it is, as the BBC put it recently,
“rising by the hour” and has reached
unprecedented levels. Each time
there’s a lull, one or the other side
manages to set things off again. For
any Palestinian act of violence,
Sharon is quick to blame chairman
Yasser Arafat. And the Palestinians
argue that Israel, with its policy of
targeted assassinations, demolition
of houses and incursions into their
territory, provoke such attacks.
They say that with Arafat under
virtual house arrest by Israel and
with the systematic destruction of
Palestinian Authority infrastructure,
there is little they can do to quell
violence directed against Israel.

Sharon’s recent regret that he did
not finish with Arafat when he had
the opportunity to do so in Lebanon
in 1982 leaves little doubt that his
one point agenda, since coming to
power, has been to topple the
chairman and his Palestinian
Authority. Both of them need to go.
They are old foes who have been
trying to settle old scores since 1982,
when Sharon forced Arafat to
evacuate his men from Lebanon,
and it is hardly likely that old foes
can make peace. Ever since Sharon
came to power, violence has
escalated not only in the territories
but in Israel as well. Arafat, for his
part, not only seems to have lost
control, he doesn’t even physically
resemble a Jeader.

One had only to watch him on
TV on 11 September — blanched
face, trembling lips, clinging to his
aides for dear life - to realise that
here was no portrait of a leader
expected to procure nationhood.
His recent BBC intetview, too, had
many Palestinians groaning and not
a few would be happy to see him go.
Yet Sharon’s relentless anti-Arafat
campaign does more for the
chairman’s popularity amongst
Palestinians than his own among the
Israelis. Ironically, Sharon is
furthering Arafat’s cause.

Since Oslo, Arafat has been
blamed by the Palestinians of selling
their interests in search of personal

glory. His agreeing to settle for the.

pre-1967 borders, which constituted
only 22 per cent of historic Palestine,
and conceding the rest of the 21 per
cent territory ceded to the
Palestinians by UN Resqlutjon 181
in 1948, made him imimensely
unpopular with the Palestinians,
especially with those in the
Diaspora. They were also more
vocal since, for Palestinians in the
territories, freedom of speech is a
luxury. Moreover, he was entrusted
with the task of containing extremist
elements and others who were
against the Oslo process. This
completed his image of Israel’s
stooge.

At the same time, life for
Palestinians became more difficult.
While some expatriate Palestinians
returned home, hoping for new
beginnings and some even investing
in this hope, life became tougher
still for others. The territories
became fragmented - already split
up by clusters of Jewish settlement,

roads connccting  the
ts to Israel proper. which
Palestinians are forbidden to drive
on) — they were now further split
up into patches of “Arca A” (under
full Palestinian control), “Area B”
(part Israeli and part Palestinian
control) and *“Area C” (under tull
Israeli control). Meanwhile the
Jewish settlements on Palestinian
land not only remained intact. they
in fact doubled since the signing of
the Oslo agreement. Check points
were installed at entrances and cxits
to Palestinian towns, and sieges and
blockades of Palestinian towns were
introduced  to  deal  with
disobedience, all of which the
Palestinians  term  “collective
punishment”.

Obviously Arafat’s popularity was
bound to erode. Next, charges of
corruption were levelled at him and
his entourage. A lot of the money
poured into the Palestinian
Authority’s coffers by the European
Union and the Arab world went

The likes of
Hamas and
Islamic Jihad not
only victimise

innocent Israelis,
they first and

foremost victimise

their own people

unaccounted for. While those in the
Authority enjoyed lavish lifestyles,
they failed to develop the
infrastructure and create sufficient
employment opportunities in the
areas under its control, (something
we in India are familiar with).

This automatically generated
support for the extremist elements
in Palestinian society, so much so
that elections to the Palestinian
Legislature, scheduled for 2000,
were not held for fear that the
Islamists would come to power.
Next, of course, came the Camp
David talks and their failure and the

‘beginning of the second Intifadah.

On his return from Camp David,
Arafat  enjoyed  spontaneous
support for not agreeing to Israel’s
terms — something no Palestinian
could really have been expected to
do, but when the Intifadah broke
out (in response to then leader of
the Israeli opposition Sharon's visit
to the Temple Mount in the Al-Aqsa
mosque complex) he did nothing to
quell the initial violence.

And then Arafat seemed to lose
control. In fact, to some extent he
encouraged Hamas and Islamic
Jihad. Yet, this too worked in
Israel’s favour since this also made it
possible for Arafat to reach tacit
agreements with these groups now
and then for luils in the violence. Yei
these lulls were almost invariably
broken by Sharons policy of
assassinating Palestinians on Israel’s

joy in Palestine for every suicide

<‘The old order changeth..

Ariel Sharon and Yasser Arafat are old
foes who have been trying to settle old
scores since 1992. And both of them need
to go, says ADITI BHADURI

wanted list. These were bound to
(and obviously meant t0) trigger
Palestinians into action - suicide
bombings and mortar fire - the
favourite retaliation of a people
without an army and sophisticated
arms.

Under the threat of Israeli tanks,
Christmas 2001 was the first time,
since 1996, that Arafat was unable
to visit Bethlehem. His rating soared
that day amongst Palestinians, not
because he was Arafat but because
he was the leader of the nation,
confined to his house under the
threat of the enemy’s tanks and
guns.  Almost all Palestinians.
irrespective  of their personal
inclinations, identified with him that
day. Perhaps because of thig, —
perhaps in spite of it, there was
again a lull in the violence. Hamas |
and Islamic Jihad declared a
ceasefire within the “green line”
(Israel’s pre-1967 borders). Bethle- |
hem was quict. Dheisheh was quiet |
— places where now we see tanks
rolling in. So were Jenin and:
Tulkarm - hotbeds of Palestinian :
intrigue and mischief.

At this time the KarineA Shlp’
loaded  with  weapons  was !
discovered. This was a major source
of embarrassment to many PA |
officials, and Arafat is said to have
got into a tow with his close aides. |
Whispers were heard against him
amongst those in the Authority.
Even many Arab states were
disappointed and unhappy. Then a .
scuffle broke out on the borders |
between Israel and the Gaza Strip in
which two Palestinian gunmen and |
three Israeli soldiers were killed. In ¢
spite of requests from the relatives |
of the soldiers not to retaliate,
Sharon responded by having homes
razed in Rafah, in the Gaza Strip. |
About 800 people stood shivering in |
the rain and sub-zero temperatures
watching their houses being
demolished. Immediately the seeds
of the next attack on Israelis were
sown. Another assassination and so
the tit for tat violence started all |
over again.

The likes of Hamas and Islamic
Jihad not only victimise innocent |
Israelis, they first and foremost
victimise their own people. They !
never fail to walk into any trap, as |
also do some factions like the Al'l
Agsa  Martyrs”  Brigade from .
Arafat’s own Fatah movement. For |
every Isracli killed, roughly four
Palestinians are killed, as also are
property, livelihoods and infrastruc- ;
ture destroyed. While there may be

attack on Israelis, and respect for
the attackers, no family wilifully |
sends any of its members off on !
suicide missions. The root causes of
the conflict - settlements, refugees, |
water rights — are forgotten.
“Ceasefires”, “negotiations”, |
“confidence building measures” are
words heard repeated over and
over. The ideology of these

extremists is also frightening ~ an
explosive mix of religion and politics
which is always dangerous. And like
most extremists they do not
differentiate between “the enemy”
and “others” - anyone not with
them would be considered to be
against them.

Yet these are the people who
seem to be calling the shots today. If
Arafat is not to be blamed then it
means he is not in control, in which
case he should go. Again, if he is in
control then he should all the more
go for abetting such not only
dangerous but stupid elements who
have taken the peace process back
10 almost square onc. Arafat has
also lost credibility in thc eygs of

much of the international
community, which really did nothing
about his confinement to Ramallah.
Yet, no matter how loud the
whispers against him are, even
within the Authority, no one would
be in a hurry to dump him while
Sharon is in power.

At the same time, Sharon’s tactics
are not working either. His punitive
measures against the Palestinians,
even when Arafat has arrested
Islamic, militants, only encourage
the extremists and garner support
for them from among ordinary
Palestinians. The rise in extremism
among the Palestinians is, to a large
extent, the fallout of Sharon’s
policies. Targeted killings have not
quelled the wave of suicide
bombings. Israel is no more secure
today than it was a year ago and
Israclis feel much more insecure
today than they did a year ago.
Sharon’s repeated attempts 1o
portray Arafat as the ultimate
terrorist {more precisely Israel’s
Osama Bin Laden) has also not

worked with the international
community. While no one doubts
Arafat has not done enough to
clamp down on violence and terror
aimed at Israel, no one forgets
Sharon’s old score with Arafat. The
latter is for the moment still the
head of the Palestinians. And
Washington still calls for restraint on:
the part of Isracl. Meanwhile blood
continues to flow on both sides. The
Israelis count their dead as do the
Palestinians theirs.

Therefore, Sharon and Arafat
need to vacate their chairs. Israel is
a democracy where people have the
right to vote out unwanted heads of
government. With Sharon gone,
Arafat would find it much easier to
step aside. The absence of a third
front amongst the Palestinians
requires the Authority to stay but it
must do its clean up act so as to
prevail over the militants. “The old
order changeth vielding place te
new...” and the new is often better.

{The (IHI/I()I isa ﬁ(’c/anu’ writer)



~Saudi plan addresses~
9 orefugee problem

JERUSALEM\MARCH 24. Details of
a Saudi initiative offering Arab
peace with Israel emerged for
the first time on Saturday as
the United States pressed
ahead with its efforts to broker
a ceasefire in the 18-month Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict.

They appeared to water
down sensitive Palestinian
claims for the automatic return
of more than three million ref-
ugees to their homes.

The initiative, details of
which had not previously been
made public, calls for a “just
solution to the issue of Pal-
estinian refugees” and encour-
ages the Israeli public “to seize
the Arab peace offer”, accord-
ing to the Lebanese newspaper,
As-Safir.

The language is significant
as Palestinians have long de-
manded that the families of
refugees from the 1948 war
should automatically be al-
lowed to return to their homes
in Israel.

The Israelis have always pro-
tested that such a plan is un-
tenable as it would lead to the
destruction of the Jewish state.

The issue is highly emotive
and it is not clear whether
countries such as Syria, which
has a large refugee population,
will be comfortable supporting
such a statement, which ap-
pears intentionally vague.

At the core of the initiative,
the newspaper reports, Arab
States will provide for “normal
peaceful relations” with Israel
in return for an Israeli pullout
from Arab lands captured in
the 1967 Middle East war.

It said the initiative would be
presented as an “independent
resolution” for adoption at the
two-day Arab summit, which
begins on Wednesday. — ©Te-
legraph Group Limited, Lon-
don, 2002

Palestinian arms deal?

Reuters reports from
Washington:

The Palestinian President,
Yasser Arafat, has forged an al-
liance that involves Iranian
shipments of heavy weapons
and money to Palestinian
groups involved in action
against Israel, The New York
Times reported in its Sunday

editions, citing unidentified
U.S. and Israeli intelligence of-
ficials.

“The partnership, officials
said, was arranged in a clan-
destine meeting in Moscow last
May between two top aides to
Mr. Arafat and Iranian Govern-
ment officials.

The meeting took place
while Mr. Arafat was visiting
President Vladimir V Putin of
Russia, according to senior Is-
raeli security officials,” the
Times reported.

It said the Israeli officials re-
fused to provide further details.

Mr. Arafat’s reported alliance
with Iran causes concern in Tel
Aviv because “it gives the Pal-
estinians a powerful and well-
armed patron in the increas-
ingly violent conflict with
Israel,” the newspaper said, qu-
oting Israeli officials.

In a September 11 connec-
tion, American officials were
troubled by intelligence reports
“that Iran is harbouring Al-
Qaeda members, including one
leader who recently tried to
mount an attack against Israel
from his sanctuary in Iran,” ac-
cording to the Times.

There was talk of an Iran-
Palestinian connection earlier
this year when Israel seized a
ship carrying 50 tonnes of Ira-
nian-supplied weapons.

The confiscated arms includ-
ed anti-tank weapons and
rockets that could reach most
cities in Israel.

~“The Palestinians and Ira-
nians deny they are working
together, but American and Is-
raeli officials say they now see
the shipment as part of a

broader relationship,” the
Times reported.
Israeli intelligence reports

about the Moscow meeting
were at the heart of secret
briefings that Israel provided to

the Bush administration after -

the arms shipment was inter-
cepted, the newspaper said,
quoting the unnamed Ameri-
can officials.

“There’s plenty of evidence
to show that it wasn’t a rogue
operation,” a senior State De-
partment official said of the
shipment. Palestinian Author-
ity officials dismissed the accu-
sations of Iranian involvement.
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| MONTERREY, March 23. -
'| - After decades of cutbacks in
aid to the developing world,
rich nations have agreed to
pump billions of dollars into
poor countries in exchange
for their efforts to stabilise
their governments = and
economies. A

More than 50 heads of
state wrapped. -.yp a
weeklong UN International
Conference on Finaneing for
Development  yesterday,
agreeing to do more for half
of the world’s population
that ekes by on less than two
dollars a day.

Leaders said providing aid
is no longer a matter of
altruism. They argued that
richer nations make better
markets for their products -
and breed fewer terrorists.

“We will challenge the
poverty and hopelessness

President Bush and
Mexican President
Vicente Fox at
Monterrey, Mexico on
Friday. — AP/PTI

and lack of education and
failed governments that too
often allow conditions that
terrorists can seize and try
to turn to their advantage,”
said US President Mr
George W Bush. The
Tunisian President, Mr Zine

“Third World to
of dollars in ai

el-Abidine Ben Ali, said th
world will not live in peace
until poverty is eradicated.

“Peace and security cannot
prevail worldwide unless all
forms of poverty, margin-
alisation and exclusion are
eliminated,” he said.

Even business leaders, who
participated in the
conference, seemed to agree.

The summit was the first to
bring together heads of
state, finance ministers,
business leaders, aid
activists and international
lending institutions to
address extreme poverty.

Leaders closed the meeting
by adopting the “Monterrey
Consensus,” a pre-approved
agreement that urges rich
nations to give billions more
dollars in aid and calls for
poor countries in return to
battle corruption, adopt
solid economic practices and
spend the funds efﬁciently/
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Suicide blast

kills seven on
Israeli bus

Jerusalem, March 20 (\Alﬁ?

v 7
A SUSPECTED PalestiniAn
suicide bomber blew him-
self up on a bus in northern
Israel on Wednesday, killing
seven people including him-
self and wounding more
than 20 others, police said.
The militant Palestinian
group Islamic Jihad
claimed responsibility for
the suicide bombing.

In a faxed statement, the
group named the bomber as
Ra’fat Abu Dyak, 20, from
the West Bank town of
Jenin, He killed himself and
six other people in the at-
tack near. the Israeli Arab
town of Umm al-Fahm.

“He carried out this hero-
ic attack in retaliation for

the assassination of (Islam-

ic Jihad military) leaders
and to avenge- (Israel’s)
killing of martyrs in Jenin
refugee camp,” the group
said in the statement signed
by its military wing

It was the second attack
within Israel in 12 hours,
denting US efforts to broker
an end to almost 18 months
of Israeli-Palestinian fight-
ing which has claimed over
1,400 lives. A motorist called
Nahum told Israel’s Army
Radio the bus from the na-
tional Egged cooperative
blew up in front of him on
Wadi Ara road, a central ar-
tery running through north-
ern Israel, near the Israeli
Arab town of Umm al-Fahm
some two miles from the
West Bank border.

“There was a huge blast,
and the bus kept moving

about 30 metres and then ~

stopped,” he said. “The bus
was completely wrecked.
They (passengers) flew from'

-

'u.Pw

)
®o

the windows, from the rear.”

Northern police com-
mander Yaacov Borovsky
told Channel Two television
at least five people were
killed and another 20
wounded in “a serious ter-
rorist attack.” Earlier Is-
raeli security sources said
at least 25 were injured.

A police spokesman said
the dead included a Pales-
tinian who detonated a
bomb on his person. Suicide
bombers have Killed scores
of people during an upris-
ing against Israeli occupa-
tion which erupted in Sep-
tember 2000 after peace
talks stalled.

Egged spokesman Ron
Ratner said the bus driver
had survived the explosion
and described a passenger
who walked to the back of
the vehicle before setting off
a bomb.

“The bus was packed with
labourers, most of them, it
seems, of Arab ethnicity,”
Ratner said. Wadi Ara runs
through a predominantly Is-
raeli Arab area south of the
Sea of Galilee.

Overnight, border police
and civil guard volunteers
killed two Palestinian gun-
men who had wounded two
Israelis in a raid on the com-
munity of Aviezer, south-
west of Jerusalem, an Is-

raeli police spokesman said.

There was ne immediate
claim of responsibility for
the latest violence, which
took place just a day after
Vice-President Dick Cheney
visited the region, and as US
special envoy Anthony Zin-
ni was in the midst of ef-
forts to establish a truce-to-
talks deal. i

Re}tﬁrs
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Cheney offers to

MARCH 19. Palesti-

t, Dick Cheney’s
offer today to meet Mr. Yasser
Arafat, but criticised the Israeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
for setting conditions for the
Palestinian leader to go abroad.

Mr. Cheney said he was ready
to meet Mr. Arafat anywhere in
West Asia, in the near future to
further peace moves if the Pal-
estinians implemented a U.S-
brokered truce plan.

“We consider Cheney’s com-
ments a positive step ahead and
a move in the right direction.
Such a meeting would put the
U.S.-Palestinian relations on
the right track,” Mr. Arafat’s se-
nior adviser, Nabil Abu Rdai-
nah, told Reuters.

Israeli troops have confined
Mr. Arafat to the West Bank city
of Ramallah for three months.
Mr. Sharon said Israel would let
him go abroad if he implement-
ed the U.S truce plan but that
Israel reserved the right to de-
cide whether to allow him to re-
turn if his behaviour at an Arab
summit later this month
amounted to “incitement”.

Mr. Abu Rdainah said Mr.
Sharon’s comments were “in-
citement and do not help fur-
ther American peace efforts.”

No decision yet on Iraq
Meanwhile, Mr. Cheney said
today Washington had made no

<" meet Arafat

decision on any military strike
against Iraq despite considera-
ble speculation to the contrary.

“There has been great press
speculation about possible mil-
itary action against Iraq. I have
said repeatedly no such deci-
sion has been made and sec-
ondly we never speculate about
prospective, future operations,”
he said.

He was speaking at a news
conference in Jerusalem near
the end of an 11-nation West
Asia tour aimed primarily at
generating support from re-
gional powers for possible mil-
itary action against Iraq as part
of the U.S. war on terror.

The U.S. government has said
the Iraqi President, Saddam
Hussein, is again seeking to
stockpile weapons of mass de-
struction and that this poses a
threat to U.S. and international
security.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, has taken a harder line
against Mr. Saddam, studying
ways of removing him on
grounds that Baghdad has
backed what Washington terms
terrorist groups and is develop-
ing a mass-destruction arsenal.

“With respect to the ques-
tions on Iraq, the United States
has made clear in statements by
the President that we are con-
cerned about the Iraqi pursuit
of weapons of mass destruction
,” Mr. Cheney said. — Reuters
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raeli pullout

Ramallah, March 18

THE PALESTINIAN Authority
insisted on Monday that Israel
must withdraw all its forces
from Palestinian-ruled areas be-
fore three-way cease-fire talks in-
volving the United States
can start. '

The demand underlined the
problems facing the United
States in securing a truce after
nearly 18 months of conflict as
Vice President Dick Cheney
headed to Israel and US
envoy Anthony Zinni continued
a mission that has borne some
fruit.

A Palestinian shooting, a sui-
cide bombing and fighting in the
West Bank town of Bethlehem
set back hopes of a break-
through on Sunday. But surprise
security talks between Palestin-
ian and Israeli commanders lat-
er in the day lifted those hopes.

Information Minister Yasser
Abed Rabbo reiterated that the
Palestinians were waiting for
the Israeli army to withdraw
from Palestinian‘ territory in
Bethlehem and Jenin in the West
Bank, and from Palestinian ar-
eas in the Gaza Strip.

“If the occupation army with-
draws today this will pave the
way for a high-level trilateral se-
curity meeting this afternoon to
discuss implementation of the
Tenet and Mitchell plans,” Abed
Rabbo told Voice of Palestine
radio.

“If the occupiers do not with-
draw today, this will obstruct the
security meetings today. The de-
cision remains that the Pales-
tinians will hold meetings with
the Israelis only after they
completely leave all (Palestinian-

[

ruled) areas.”

The Tenet blueprmt, agreed
with CIA Director George Tenet,
aims at a cease-fire. The Mitchell
plan, drawn up by a committee
under former US Serfator George
Mitchell, would move the sides
gradually from that truce to full
peace talks.

“I hope we're close (fo a
truce),” Israeli Defence Minister
Binyamin Ben-Eliezer said on Is-
raeli television on Sunday after

‘the security meeting.

Palestinian security officials
said Palestinian officers had
pressed the demands for a pull-
out from all territory reoccupied
as part of Israel’s biggest mili-
tary offensive in 20 years, but the
Israeli officers had favoured a
gradual withdrawal.

Ben-Eliezer said Israel wanted
Palestinian regional command-
ers to assume responsibility for
areas vacated by Israeli forces
and ensure that Jewish settle-
ments and roads used by Israelis
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
would not be attacked.

The talks preceded Cheney’s
arrival on a trip to explore ways
of ending fighting in which at
least 1,074 Palestinians and 345
Israelis have been killed since
the Palestinians began an upris-
ing against Israeli occupation in
September 2000.

Cheney is on an 11-nation
West Asia tour as Washington
plots its next moves in a global
anti-terror war.

He said in Bahrain on Sunday
that he hoped Zinni would
achieve some results before he
began his own brief visit to Is-
rael.

Cheney was due to meet Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ariel

Sharon soon after arrival. A sen-
ior US official said the vice pres-
ident had left open his schedule
for a possible meeting with a
Palestinian delegation, but no
firm plans had been made.

Zinni met Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat on Sunday af-
ter the latest violence, in which a
Palestinian gunman killed an 18-
year-old Israeli in a shooting at-
tack before he was shot dead
himself, a Palestinian suicide
bomber blew himself up and one
Palestinian died in fighting in
Bethlehem.

“These attacks will not deter
my efforts to continue to work
with both sides to bring the Is-
raeli-Palestinian confrontation
to an end,” Zinni said in a state-
ment.

“At the same time, it is critical
that the Palestinian Authority
take responsibility and act
against terror and punish those
responsible.” This month has
seen a major increase of blood-
shed, with a surge in Palestinian
shootings and bombings
and fierce assaults on Palestin-
ian cities, towns, villages and
refugee camps.

Israel pulled its forces out of
Ramallah, where Arafat has
been cooped up for three months,
and two other West Bank cities
last Friday amid intense inter-
national pressure to end an of-

fensive Sharon says was
aimed at hunting down
militants.

Israeli tanks and infantry still
remain in Bethlehem and its en-
virons and, Palestinian security
officials said, in some 20 per cent
of Palestinian Authority land in

the Gaza Strip.
Reuy
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/Cheney

By Kesava Menon
Wi
MANAMA (BAHRAIN) MARCH. 17.
The U.S. Vice-President, Mr.
Dick Cheney, has found small
joy in his travels through West
Asia with his hosts in one
- country after the next telling
him that they
will not support the project
for which he is seeking their
endorsement, namely that of
regime change in Iraq.
However, Mr. Cheney'’s Arab
hosts have also been giving
him another message—that
the U.S. needs to give priority
to the settlement of the Israel-
Palestinian dispute — and it is
not unlikely that the two mess-
ages are meant to balance out.
The U.S. media has been rife
with reports that the main
purpose of Mr. Cheney’s vis-
it is to drum up support for
efforts to bring down the re-
gime of the Iraqi President, Mr.
Saddam Hussein, and replace
it with anything including a
most marginally more liberal
one. ’
Just after the U.S. success in
the operations against Afghan-

ission

had
appeared as if the Arabg would

not strenuously opposef “top-
ple Saddam” operatioh. But
the attitudes currently,jor at

least the stated sentiments, are
entirely different. Heads of one
Arab government after another
have warned Mr. Cheney that
the toppling of Mr. Saddain
Hussein will destabilise the re-
gion and set off upheaval in
the Arab street. The govern-
ments that have delivered this

.message include that of Saudi

Arabia and of Jordan, both of
which seemed reconciled to a
“topple Saddam”

campaign just weeks ago.
This is not necessarily the end
of the story. Each of the Arab
governments have told Mr.
Cheney that the U.S. adminis-
tration needs to concentrate
on the ways- and means of
bringing an end to Israel’s mil-
itary operations against the
Palestinians and to become
more fully engaged in the
search for a permanent settle-
ment of their disputes with Is-
rael.

But it is not all that certain

that the Arab leaders want the
U.S. to concentrate solely on
the Israel-Palestine dispute
and give up the “topple Sad-
dam” plans altogether.

It is highly probable that the
Arab message is that the U.S.
should tackle the Israel-Pales-
tine dispute first before push-
ing forward with its plans vis a
vis Iraq.

The Arab world is currently .

at a fairly unique moment in
its recent history. For the first
time since the 1991 Gulf War
the Arabs have mooted an ini-
tiative of their own to a region-
al problem and they are also
displaying a unity that they
have not shown in years.

Saudi Arabia’s initiative, or
vision as they currently prefer
to call it, for a solution of the
Arab-Israel conflict has be-
come somewhat more fuzzy
than it was when first articulat-
ed.

But the Saudi proposal-es-
sentially an up-date on the
longer-standing land for peace
proposal— is expected to get
unanimous endorsement at
the Arab League summit to be

P
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held in Beirut at the end of thk:
month.

The Saudi initiative, even in

the more comprehensive form
in which, it was first articulated,
would not have got anywhere if
the U.S. chose not to become
its co-parent but the fact that
they are able to coalesce on an
initiative drawn up by one of
their number is a cause of
pride for the Arabs.
_If, with the help of the U.S.,
the Arabs are able to advance
towards a settlement with Is-
rael, the Arab leaders will have
reason to feel that they have
solidified their standing with
their people.

Once the Arab leaders feel
more secure they will be in a
position to accommodate U.S. \
plans in regard to Iraq.

Most Arabs do seem to real-
ize that neither Iraq nor the re-
gion will have much of a secure
future so long as Mr. Saddam
Hussein remains in his seat if
for no other reason than that
the U.S. efforts to topple him,
and therefore the U.S. military
dominance of the region, will
continue till he is there. /
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Terror and poverty

% 1>\§ush now recognises there’s a link \a\')

President Bush overcame some Republican prejudi¥es Yy
announcing a $5 billion hike in aid to developing countri

over the next three years. He has linked it to the war against -

terror, which is heresy to Republican ears. “To them terrorism is
a problem to be resolved purely by police, military and judicial
methods — dysfunctional societies and Third World poverty
- don’t enter into it. One should, of course, avoid too easy an
equation between terrorism and poverty, which is the prevalent
leftist fallacy. Most poor people aren’t terrorists, and terrorists
aren’t necessarily poor people — witness Osama bin Laden.
But the Al Qaeda could obtain easy sanctu.ary in Afghanistan
because of its poverty — they bankrolled the Taliban regime,
and in a drought-ridden country enlisting wit h the Taliban or in
some warlord’s armed posse was the best w.ay of ensuring the
next meal. There is now a consensus that societies like Afgha-
nistan cannot simply be allowed to go unde:r, for which inter-
natioflal interest and aid is necessary. As Bush has recognised
the hopelessness and despair in the lives of the Third World
poor, to whom the basic necessities of life arc not assured, can
be a breeding ground for fanatical ideologies.

While this recognition is an important first step, there is sco-
pe for debate about the means necessary to achieve this goal. A
fundamental objection is that aid is not utilised properly by
Third World governments, For example, more than half of
India’s child health budget comes from foreigin loans, but vast
sums remain unutilised, and malnutrition among Indian
children is higher than in sub-Saharan Africa. 13ush has promis-
ed that aid will be linked to accountability on how it is spent,
and US help will be forthcoming for those countries expanding
democracy, rule of law and free markets. Therein, however, lie
several catches, One, how does one get Third World nations to
be accountable, many developing countries will view such
demands as intolerable affronts to their national sovereignty.
Two, for every dollar the US, the EU and Jajpan give to the

Third World in aid they spend hundreds of dollars on farm sub- -

sidies; freer Third World markets are being swamped by artifi-
cially cheap agricultural goods exported from the First World.
And remember, agriculture ig the chief occupation in most
Third World countries, Rather than demanding free markets it
may be more efficacious if industrialised countries themselves
open up their markets to goods from the Third World. During
the Cold War, the US opened its markets to Asian countries
bordering China and the Soviet Union, in order to build them
up as capitalist showpieces, Will industrialised nations now ext-
end the same Frivileges to developing countries, which are at
the frontiers o

flourish, } /

the new “y/ar against terror”? This is the bullet |
- they now need to bite, If the Osama bin Ladens are not to -
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Jerusa!em, March 17
(Reuters): US_epvoy Anthony
Zinni vowdd td press ahead
with a ceaseflre mission clouded
today by a Palestinian shooting
in Israel, a suicide bombing
in Jerusalem and fighting in
the West Bdnk town of Bethle-
hem ) é &£
- Hours afte} e violence
] talks with

Bank and issued a statement

through the US embgssy in Tel

Aviv condemning “today’s terror

attacks against the Israeli peo-
‘ple”.

“These attacks will not deter
my efforts to continue to work
with both sides to bring the Is-
raeli-Palestinian confrontation
to an end,” Zinni said in the

Tstatement.
~“At the same time, it is criti-

ml that the Palestinian Authori-.

ity: take responsibility and act
against terror and punish those
m§p6ns1ble ”

US Vice-President Dick Ch-
eney, on a West Asia tour ahead
of Washington’s next moves in
its global anti-terror war, said in
Bahrain he hoped the former
Marine Corps general’s mission
would yield a result by the time
helanded in Israel on Monday.

In the first such attack since
Zinni arrived in the region on
Thursday, a Palestinian gunman
killed a young woman and
wounded 15 other people near a
high school on a main street'in
Kfar Saba, a central Israeli town
close to the West Bank.

An armed Israeli truck driv-
er and two policemen shot the
guhman dead.

Two hours later, a Palestin-
ian suicide bomber blew himself

up at a bus stop at the French -

Hill junction  of north

Jerusalem.

_organisation,

MAULHO \ A Polige sa1d the b r‘was

eac@

killed and one woman wounded
in the blast, which shattered the
windows of a minibus in a sec-
tion of Jerusalem occupied by Is-
rael in the 1967 West Asia war.
The militant Islamic Jihad
in a statement
faxed to Reuters in Beirut,
claimed responsibility, for the
blast. There was no gnmedlate
claim for the Kfar Sab& attack
Reuters journalists wit-

nessed heavy exchang of fire '
in t}?e Palestmlan-rulegd West |

Bank town of Bethlehem, where
Israeli tanks moved towar(is the
centre. Palestinian medicg said

one Palestinian had beerl-kllled’

in the fighting.

“Weare engaged ina dlﬁicult ‘

struggle for Israel’s security,”
Brime Minister. Ariel Sharon

id in a speech after the latest
violence. “We seek peace and our
first goal is a céasefire. But the

_\félélqus Palestinlan terror con-

e ‘E gave no mdlcation in his

ents whether Israel would
strike back for today’s attacks,
but in an earlier statement after
the weekly Cabinet meeting,
Sharon said: “Israel will have to
respond in the event of terrorist
incidents.”

A key sticking point in
Zinni’s efforts has been a pullout
of Israeli forces from all Pales-
tinian-ruled territory, including
Bethlehem.

Israeli foreign minister Shi-

- mon Peres said today the army

would withdraw as soon as the
Palestinians provided security
assurances that the territory
would not be hised to launch at-
tacks on Israelis.

Palestinian officials again in-
sisted they would not enter talks
on a truce before an Israeli pull-
out and questioned the sense of
Zinni’s mission unless therg was
aisga peturnto negotlatlons ona
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Truce in.air, Israelquits W Bank

WAFA AMR H
RAMALLAH (WEST BANK), MARCH 15

ISRAEL withdrew its troops from Ra-
mallah on Friday, ending a brief reoccupa-
tion of Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat’s West Bank base as a US mediator
geared up to give peace another chance.
Dozens of tanks were seen leaving Ramal-
lah in an early morning operation. The Is-
raeli Army said its forces also quit their po-
sitions in two other West Bank cities.

“In accordance with a government di-
rective, Israeli military forces completed
their pullout from the centres of the cities
of Ramallah, Qalgilya and Tulkarm in
Palestinian Authority territory,” an Army
statement said. “The forces are deployedin
acordon around the cities.”

Arafat, confined to his headquartersin
Ramallah by the Israeli military for three
months, called the order a trick. A military
source said the Army still held positions in
Palestinian territory on the outskirts of the
West Barnk cities of Bethlehem, Nablus,
Jenin and Hebron.

The Army entered Ramallah, the
Palestinians’ commercial and political hub
in the West Bank, on Tuesday inwhat it said
was part of a general sweep against mili-
tants who have killed scores of Israelis dur-
inga 17-month-olduprising.

US peace envoy Anthony Zinni on
Thursday began his third trip to the region
since November to seek implementation

9 &/ ofa US-broker ceaseﬁre and truce-to-

talks plan draw up by an international
committee undet ex-US Senator George
Mitchell. Sharon hosted Zinni in
Jerusalem, and said: “The main effort now
is to achieve a ceasefire, and I hope that
with combined effort we will manage to
achieve this,”

But Arafat, in an interview, questioned
Sharon’s sincerity. “He accepted it (the
Mitchell plan) officially but on the other
side he wanted to continue his military
plans,” Arafat said.

Israel and the United States have said

Arafat must do more to rein in militants
and halt attacks on Israelis. Just prior to the
invasion of Ramallah, Sharon called off”
tanks that had kept the Palestinian leader
at his headquarters there since a wave of
suicide bombings in December.

Arafat said the United States should
put more pressure on Israel to help Zinni
secure a ceasefire during his trip. Israel’s in-
vasion of Ramallah, involving some 150
tanks, was its biggest military offensive
since the 1967 West Asia war, inwhich itoc-
cupied the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Itsawmore than 17 months of violence,
which has claimed more than 1,400 lives,

_reach new heights. Noting that militants

from Ramallah were behind the recent
bombings and shootings in Jerusalern, a se-
nior Army commander said the i
was necessary tocreate a security “wall” be-
tween the cities.

Earlier on Thursday, Palestinian Infor-
mation Minister Yasser Abed Rabbo said
theIsraehsaweredxggmgtrendmonRa—
mallah streets “toimpose mr
before Jeaving. Sharon sthhdmvnl
followed a series of biows to hopes Zinni
would be able to end the bloodshed, which
began in September 2000 when the Pales-
tinians rose in revolt against occupation.

Survivors from a suicide bombing attack
ata Jerusalem cafe attend a memorial
ceremony at the bombing site a alker
the event on Friday, Reuters

6 MAR 2002
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Israel waiting for truce to begin‘ dialogue

JERUSALEM, MARCH 15. Israel on
Friday told the visiting U.S. en-
voy, Anthony Zinni, it was ready
to start peace negotiations with
the Palestinians ““‘as soon as a
ceasefire accord is reached,” a
high-ranking official from the
Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon’s Office said.

“The Prime Minister in-
formed the U.S. envoy he was
ready to start peace negotia-
tions as soon as a ceasefire is
reached and for that purpose a
joint commission will be activa-
ted,” the official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The official said the Foreign
Minister, Shimon Peres, would
head the Israeli side on the
commission.

He added that Israel had al-
ready accepted the creation of
such a commission several
months ago, but that this had
not been put into effect because
of an escalation in violence.

Gen. Zinni arrived in Israel
on Thursday on his third cease-
fire mission to the region.

He held a first round of talks
last night with Mr. Sharon, and
asked Israel to withdraw its

that Gen. Zinni’s mission had
“a serious chance” of bringing
about a ceasefire.

He gave no details of when
the commission could meet.
“There is a serious chance of
troops from self-rule Palesti- reaching a ceasefire because
nian areas, an Israeli political the two sides know that the
source said. confrontation is leading no-

Mr. Peres, meanwhile, said /Where, except to more blood-

shed,” Mr. Peres told Israeli
t

The Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon (left), speaks to the
U.S. West Aslan envoy, Anthony Zinni, in Jerusalem on
Friday. — Reuters

public radio.

In another significant devel-
opment, Israeli forces today
pulled out of Palestinian-con-
trolled areas in the West Bank,
including Ramallah, as Gen.
Zinni began his mission to stop
the violence in the region.

A spokesman for the Israeli

army said thap its forces had
comleed out of Ra-

mallah, Qalgilya, Tulkarem and
Al Boureij camp, but was encir-
cling all areas.

Israeli forces remained on
the outskirts of Bethlehem, he
said, adding the pullout began
late last night and continued
through the night.

Gen. Zinni supported the
State Department spokesman,
Richard Boucher's call for Israel
to.complete its withdrawal from
Palestinian territories.

Hours before Gen. Zinni be-
gan his peace initiative, Wash-
ington called for a complete
withdrawal of Israeli forces
from the Palestinian-ruled
areas.

“They (the Israelis) have talk-
ed about a full withdrawal and
that’s what we want to see...,”
Mr. Boucher said in Washing-
ton, adding, “‘such a complete
withdrawal would greatly facil-
itate the work of General
Zinni.”

Gen. Zinni is scheduled to
meet the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, on Saturday. The
Palestinian Authority has also
demanded that before any
peace  negotiations,  Israel
should withdraw fully from
West Bank and Gaza where
about 20,000 Israeli troops car-
ried out largest offensiv
week. — AP, PTI
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MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAR 14.
With the U.N. Security Cpuncil
endorsing it, the “Two [State”
solution to end the conflict be-
tween Israel and the Palesti-
nians can now be considered as
having an official status.

Israel’s on-going military of-
fensive on Palestinian territo-
ries is expected to be halted
before the U.S. Vice-President,
Dick Cheney pays a visit to the
region at the weekend. If all this
makes for a rosy picture, the
continuance of Israel’s military
actions keeps the possibility of a
further deterioration in the sit-
uation very much alive. The
two-State template was implicit
in earlier Security Council reso-
lutions that demanded an Israe-
li pull out from occupied Arab
lands and upheld the Palesti-
nian right to self-determination.
It has also been the solution
that negotiators have worked
towards and has also grudgingly
been accepted even by- hard-
line Israelis such as the Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon.

But this is for the first time
that the Security Council has in
so many words set down its vi-
sion of a future in which Israelis
and Palestinians will be able to
live in their own separate States
behind secure borders. It was
also for the first time that the
U.S. has thrown its weight fully
behind the “Two State” propos-
al. During the course of the on-
going military offensive, Mr.

haron may yield a

ittle on Chepey’s visit

wanted to hit the Palestinians
so hard that they would unilat-
erally end all offensive oper-
ations from their side and
swallow Israeli terms for a cea-
sefire. In other words, the Pal-
estinians would acknowledge
that they had been militarily de-
feated. There is no sign that the
Palestinians are about to make
any such acknowledgement, let
alone announce their surren-
der, even though the Israeli mil-
itary is reportedly surprised that
they faced less armed opposi-
tion than they had expected.

The Palestinians have fought
the invading Israeli army at
some points. But they have also
vanished before the advancing
Israelis only to strike them at
other points and all indications
are that the fight has not been
knocked out of the Palestinians.
With the U.S. President, George
W. Bush having termed the Is-
raeli incursion into the Palesti-
nian territory as “not helpful” it
will probably be very difficult
for Mr. Sharon to continue with
the operations when Mr. Bush’s
deputy is in town.

Moreover, the U.S. special
envoy, Anthony Zinni has ar-
rived in the area and the U.S.
administration would not be
pleased if he was forced to re-
turn without being able to get
both sides to cease military op-
erations. Mr. Sharon does not
have much time left to declare
victory and pull out.

.
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Camp Zeist (Netherlands),
March 14 (Reuters): A former
Libyan agent today lost an ap-
peal against his murder convic-
tion for the 1988 Lockerbie mid-
air bombing, and Libya immedi-
ately demanded his release as a
“political hostage”.

Scottish appeals judges at a
specially created court in the
Netherlands upheld the convic-
tion of Abdel Basset al-Megrahi.

He was sentenced to life in
January 2001 for blowing up
New York-bound Pan Am 103,
killing 259 mostly American pas-
sengers and crew and 11 resi-

Megrahi, 8, remained im-
passive but for an almost imper-
ceptible shake ¢f his head as the
terse ruling, which Cullen said
was unanimous, was an-
nounced.

His wife Aissa, clad in black,
burst into loud sobs on hearing
the minute-long oral judgment
and almost tripped and fell as
she ran weeping from the public
gallery of the court.

dents of Lockerhbje in Scotland.
“We have goncluded that
none of the grot of appeal is
well-founded,” ¥aid presiding
judge Lord Cyillen, who led the
five-man ap 8 bench. “Ac-
cordingly the isrefused.”

~ Fibyan loses,
Lockerbie plea

Tripoli slammed tﬁg ruling.
“Libya reiterates to the whole
wonNd that Abdel Basset al-
Megyahi is the Jesus Christ of
modern times,” a foreign min-
istry spokesman said in a state-
ment. “The verdict confirms
once again that the US and
Britain have imposed their sway
on the court to enforce a political
verdict.”

It said Libya wanted compen-
sation for losses inflicted on
Libyans by UN sanctions, im-
posed to force it to hand over
Megrahi and another suspect in
the Lockerbie attack.

Sanctions were suspended
after Libya in 1999 handed over
the two men, but the US opposed
fully ending them.

Washington urged Libya now
to take the remaining steps so
sanctions cgiild be lifted — by ad-
mitting re3ponsibility for the
bombing and paying compensa-
tion to families of victims.

US officials said the United
States was not a party to negotia-
tions between Libya and fami-
lies’ lawyers to reparations
which some estimates say could
reach $6 billion. Scottish offi-
cials said Megrahi should leave
Camp Zeist, where hie has been
held for three years, before the
day was out. He is expected to be

incarcerated in Glasgéw's toy;
Barlinnie prison. /
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Arafat yells: Ya Shimon, pianes are pombmg me \

himon Peres, an indefatigable

peacemaker, phoned Yasser

Arafat in his beleaguered
Ramallah headquarters last Wed-
tesday night. The Israeli foreign
ninister was trying again to per-
uade his fellow Nobel peace prize-
vinner to reduce the violence.
yuddenly, the Palestinian President
elled down the line: “Ya Shimon,
he planes are bombing me!”

An air force helicopter had rock-
>ted a security building barely 20
netres from Mr Arafat’s office.
“You speak to me of peace,” Mr
Arafat fumed, “and the gunships
pomb us. I hear the missiles. T can-
not talk to you after such a bomb-
ing about initiatives to restore calm.
Let’s talk another time.” The
foreign minister mumbled he was
sorry. He would try to end the.raid.

Israel has stopped talkmg about
containing an intifada, a popular
uprising, and started making war.
But Mr Peres told foreign corres-
pondents earlier that day that he
was not giving up. “There are no
shattered dreams,” he said, “only
shattered dreamers. And [ am not a
shattered dreamer. Without a
dream you become blind, you don’t
know where to go. As long as there
is the slightest chance of achieving
a ceasefire, I shall work as hard as 1
may to realise the dream.”

Mr Peres argued that if Israeli
and Palestinian negotiators sketch
a better future, a truce and return
to diplomacy is still be possible, He
believed a blueprint he has worked
out with Ahmed Qurei, the Pales-
tinian parliament Speaker, offered
that prospect.

— NP DTDDT 78— — —

Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres and
Defence Minister

- Binyamin Ben- Ehezer
try to draw lines so that,
the door to talks with
the Palestinians remain
open. Their resistance
is being eroded, writes
ERIC SILVER

Mr Peres (78) sounds like a tra-
gic King Lear, raging against the
storm. Ariel Sharon’s ungainly, six-
party coalition stretches from Mr
Peres’s Labour, which seeks to tra-
de land for peace, to the tiny, far-
Right National Union, which wants
expel the Arabs across the river

to Jordan, Ministers find it impos-
sible to take strategic decisions.

As the Palestinians step up their
terror campaign in the Occupied
\Territories and Israeli cities, the
only response they can agree on is
to hit back harder - with tanks, F-
16 warplanes, helicopter gunships
nd commandos. Mr Peres and
sraeli Defence Minister Binyamin
en-Eliezer, now Labour’s elected
eader, try to draw lines so that the
oor to talks is not slammed for
ver, But their resistance is being
roded day-by-day.
Ariel Sharon, another veteran,
ho turned 74 in February, is set-
ing the pace. The burly Right-wing

as, “It's either them or us,” he told
correspondents in the parliament-
ary cafeteria two weeks ago. “We
are at war and our backs are against
the wall. I don’t expect the Pales-
tinian Authority to halt terrorism.
They are terrorism. Mr Arafat is
the father of all terrorism.”

Yet Mr Sharon did not write off
the political option. “I want to con-
duct negotiations,” he said, “but we
cannot do that until the Palesti-
nians are hit very hard. They

thought by ralsmg the level of
r, they could achieve more

N.,;)‘them on the diplomatic track. Now

they will have to endure many
harsh blows until they see that they
were mistaken.”

Without naming Mr Sharon, Mr
Peres took him to task. “There are
some people who are saying let’s
have a war, then we shall have pea-
ce,” he said. “We have had wars.
What do we want? To win another
time, to occupy another time, what
for? What will happen after the
next war? We don't need a war to
make peace. We need peace to
prevent a war,” The USA, which
has been sympathetic to Israel since
it launched its own war on terror,
shared Mr Peres’s alarm.

“Prime Minister Sharon has to
take a hard look at his policies to
see whether they will work,” US
Secretary of State Colin Powell told
Congressmen in Washington. “If
you declare war on the Palestinians
and think you can solve the prob-
lem by seeing how many Palesti-
nians can be killed, I don’t know if
that leads us anywhere.”

Mr Sharon’s bureau responded:
“The war that Israel finds itself in
was forced on us by the Palestinian
Authority and its chairman follow-
ing the Camp David summit in
July, 2000. Isracl never declared
war on the Palestinians. Israel is re-
turning fire against the terrorist or-
ganisations in the framework of its
right of self-defence. He who ini-
tiated the war has the power to stop
it, but he continues to prefer
terrorist war.”

The sense that the violence of
the past 18 months was forced on
Israel is shared across Israel’s poli-
tical spectrum — and by Bill Clinton
and senior members of his former
American peace team. At Camp
David, as they see it, the then
Labour Prime Minister Ehud Ba-
rak offered the Palestinians the ba-
sis of a viable state in Gaza and all
but a narrow strip of the West
Bank. He was ready to compromise
on the thorny questions of Jerusa-

§ nd the Palestinian refugees.
Mt Arafat turned him down.

“There was a leader,” Gllead
Sher, Mr Barak’s chief negotiator,
said, “who, when he should have
taken an historic decision, screwed
up and backed off. He took the
wrong road at the historic cross-
roads. Mr Arafat tried to reach a
better deal by the use of force,
rather than continuing to negotiate
a settlement.” According to Mr
Sher, the Palestinian leadership did
not know how to climb down from
historic “narratives and positions”
- the calamitous defeat of 1948,
the demand for a right of return for
millions of refugees - and get to the
level- of “interests and practical
arrangements”.

Benny Morris, a Left-wing Israe-
li historian whose 1987 book, The
Binh of the Palestinian Refugee
Problem, forced his countrymen to
acknowledge their own role in that
exodus, goes further, In the late
1980s, during the first intifada,
Morris went to prison rather than
serve as a reservist on the West
Bank. Now, tike many in the peace
camp, he is bitterly disappointed in
the Palestinians in general and Mr
Arafat in particular, “They are
unwilling to accept a Jewish state
orrtheir land,” he said, “They don’t
recognise the legitimacy of Zion-
ism, and they don’t care about the
Jewish connection to the land.”

Asked if he would serve on the
West Bank if he were called up
again, the 53-year-old Morris said
he probably would. “The last inti-
fada,” he explained, “was a struggle
for liberation from occupation.
They didn’t tatk about the right of
return, which is a formula for the
demographic destruction of the
Jewish state, They didn’t use atro-
cious terrorism as a means of un-
dermining Israel. They threw ston-
es at soldiers to end the occupation,
That was something I could sym-
pathise with.”

(The author is The Statesman’s
Jerusalem-based correspondent.)
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:/w. ASIA / ISRAEL WELCOMES ‘BALANCED’ VOTE

«  U.N. backs idea of

©

By Sridhar Kris wami
WASHINGTON, MARCH . In a
landmark move, the Unjted Na-
tions Security Council has
backed the idea of a Palestinian
State after the United States
surprised the Council by intro-
ducing a resolution to that ef-
fect.

The resolution calls for an
immediate end to the violence
and resumption of negotiations
between the parties concerned.
Further, the Council gave its
blessings to the peace plan put
forward by Saudi Arabia and the
diplomatic initiatives of the
United States Special Envoy,
Antony Zinni. By formally en-
dorsing the vision of a Palesti-
nian State for the first time in
the Security Council, the Bush
administration has dropped its
earlier stand that it is for the Is-
raelis and the Palestinians to
sort out the contentious issues.

The U.S. President, George W

\ faleﬂinian State

Bush and members of his ad-
ministration have called earlier
for the formation of a Palesti-
nian State but this is the first
time that Washington has
brought this idea in a Security
Council Resolution. The United
States move came after Syria in-
troduced a resolution on behalf
of Arab States. “Our intent in
doing this was to give a momen-
tum to peace efforts and to de-
cry violence and terror,” the
U.S. Ambassador to the UN,,
John Negroponte said.

After hectic last minute dis-
cussions, Washington amended
the resolution adding a sen-
tence “affirming a vision of a re-
gion where two States, Israel
and Palestine, live side by side
within secure and recognised
borders”. The resolution was
eventually voted by 14 of the 15
members of the Council with
Syria abstaining. The Syrian
Ambassador said the final reso-
lution was “very weak” and that

it did not deal with the root
cause of the problem — “the
question of Israeli occupation”.

Both the Israelis and the Pal-
estinians welcomed the U.S.
resolution. Calling it a “rare and
remarkable” occurrence, the
top Israeli diplomat said the
resolution was “balanced””. The
Palestinian observer at the U.N.
called the resolution “impor-
tant” while welcoming the
Council’s first-ever reference to
the two States of Israel and Pal-
estine.

Earlier, the Secretary-Gener-
al, Kofi Annan, in his address to
the members, criticised both
the Israelis and Palestinians for
the violence in the region. In
unusually blunt remarks, Mr.
Annan, called on the Palesti-
nians to halt the “morally re-
pugnant” acts of terror and
asked the Israelis to end the “il-
legal occupation” of Palestinian
territory and stop using exces-

sive force. /
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Annan urges,| Israel to end illegal s
occupation, “attacks on Palestinia

UNITED NATIONS: Secretary general of the United

he word “illegal” to refer to the
sraeli occupation of Palestinian
and, which it selzed durmg the 1967

a\
S

be adopted. Diplomats said efforts were on for a com-
promise draft.

Mr Annan’s statement came even as Israel expand-
ed its action in refugee camps amidst reports that
about 30 Palestinians had been killed in clashes with
Israeli forces. The remarks evoked mixed response,
with some Western diplomats criticising the hardening
of the secretary-general’s stand against Israel even
though he made a plea to Arabs too to end violence. In

. ¥ West Asia war.
Kofi Annan Asking Tel
Aviv to stop the use of “unneces-
sary lethal force”, Mr Annan said |
that its actions would erode |
Israel’s international standing. | ¥
However, addressing an open | 1€
meeting of the Security Council on | [€$01
Tuesday, Mr Annan also urged P
Palestinians to stop suicide attacks | }
on Israel, terming them morally | YO
repugnant. The attacks, he said, | /20D ¢
had played their full part in the | 203tiNgE
escalating the cycle of violence, D
counter-violence and revenge.
While Arab countries failed to
get the council to adopt a resolu-
tion calling upon Israel to imme-
diately stop the attacks and urging | ©
both the sides to negotiate on the | ¢
basis of the already adopted reso- | P!
lutions and peace plans, the US. | E*
also did not allow its own draft to |

&
tion of all acts of violence,” the reso-
ltion called upon Israel and the
Palestinians. to take steps towards
resuming peace talks. It also wel-
¢ the contribution of Saudi
bdullah, whe

fact, the UN chief made an emo-
tional plea to both the sides to end
the worst violence in a decade.

But diplomats said referring to
i Israel’s “illegal occupation” could
{ harden the stand of Tel Aviv
against the UN. Supported by the
US, Israel has been making a
tBe | determined effort to keep the UN

* | out of the West Asia peace
8038 | process, fearing that the Arabs’
+| ability to get their resolution
through could prove to be a great
embarrassment for it.

Praising the address, Palestinian
UN representative Nasser Al-
Kidwa said it was the “strongest,
clearest position” he had taken
since the current cycle of violence
* | began some 18 months ago. But
lete Syrian diplomats were angry that
Mr Annan had equated
Palestinian and Israelis. Pr)
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is ain’\t/ working

\* C Pharon cannot crush the I;ale'?mlans (-
Time to take a look at another mess, in West Msia, similar to
our own in some respects, very different in others. Simi-
larity: endless cycle of violence and retaliation, each justifying
the other and growing in intensity and desperation. The Israelis
were not satisfied with the arrest of some people connected to
the killing of a cabinet minister, Rehavan Zeevi in August last
year and decided not to lift the siege around Yasser Arafat.
Aftera precarious ceasefire, there has been a quantum leap in
the violence that has claimed 1200 lives in the last seventeen
months. The Palestinians and Israelis are practically at war.
Worse, the targets are, more and more openly, civilians,
justified on either side by their own civilian casualties. While
the Palestinians have bombed shopping malls, restaurants and
Jewish neighbourhoods in Jerusalem, Israeli F-16s, Apache
helicopters and tanks have gone right inside refugee camps in
the West Bank and the Gaza strip to destroy what they believe
are terrorist bases and installations used by the Palestinian
Authority, its security forces and Fatah. Sharon wants to crush
Palestinian militancy. Only, the targets — overcrowded refugee
camps, residential localities — are such that collateral damage

~ is inevitable even with laser-guided missiles.

Sharon is mistaken if he thinks this will get him anywhere.
Although, the Fatah’s own militia, the Al Agsa Brigades have
been involved in several attacks, especially on army check-
points, the more desperate and indiscriminate attacks are the
handiwork of Hamas and Islamic Jihad, who want to throw
Israel into the sea. The initiative is with them, not with Arafat,
whose authority has suffered serious erosion, especially since
his confinement in Ramallah. The problem is that this is okay
with hardliners in the Israeli government, among them, Sharon.
There was talk of reoccupying the West Bank and expelling
Arafat. It is only because of people like Shimon Peres that
things don’t get worse. The only positive thing to emerge out of
the last 17 months of violence is the growing realisation, at least
among the population, that it’s not getting anyone anywhere.
Even Sharon has relented on his demand of one week of
absolute calm and on confining Arafat to Ramallah. Although,
the United States continues to back Israel to the hilt and bla-
mes Arafat for everything; televised images showing helples
Palestinians are creating a different kind of public opinion.
Especially in the Muslim world. The United States needs to
think again. The Saudi proposal needs serious examination.
Some people close to Arafat now say that Palestinian refugees,
four million of them should return to Palestine and that Israel
should have an Israeli majority with its own frontiers. Many on
the Palestinian side also acknowledge that not signing Camp
David II in September 2000, which made substantial
concessions on Jeru , was a mistake. These are the factors
to capitalise on.
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WEST ASIA / DEATHS, DESTRUCTION IN RAMALLAH
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"' 26 killed in Israeli incursion

Gaza/Ramallah, March 12. Con-
tinuing its largest offensive
against the Palestinians since
the start of the intifada (upris-
ing), Israeli troops took over
most of the West Bank city of
Ramallah today, Palestinians
and Israel said.

A total of 26 Palestinians were
killed in the offensive, which
began late on Monday night
with an Israeli army thrust deep
into the northern Gaza Strip.

Two other Palestinians were
killed earlier as the army began
its incursion into the West Bank
city, the centre of Palestinian
cultural, political and economic
activity in the West Bank.

Also today, Israeli troops
kiled four accused militants
near Netzarim, in the Gaza
Strip. Israel Radio said the four
had fired mortars at an Israeli
settlement in the northern Gaza
Strip.

Attempting to justify the Ra-
mallah attack, an Israeli Army
statement described the city as
“a major centre of terrorist ac-
tivity against Israeli civilians
and security personnel” and
added that ‘“the city has be-
come the capital of Palestinian
terrorism, from which many
terrorist attacks have emanat-
ed”.

Reports from the beleaguered
city said Israeli troops had reoc-

c?AZied nearly all of Ramallah,
ts suburbs of El-Bireh and Bitu-
a and the adjacent refugee
camp of Amari, sparking heavy
fighting and killing two Palesti-
nians in the Ramallah com-
pound housing Mr. Arafat’s
bureau, witnesses said.

The troops arrested 30 Pales-
tinians in El-Bireh. But in Ama-
1i, dozens of suspected militants
fled to central Ramallah. Bull-
dozers destroyed the home of
Wafa Idrisi, the woman suicide
bomber who blew herself up in
Jerusalem late January.

The Israeli offensive began
shortly before midnight local
time last night when more than
30 Israeli army tanks, armoured
vehicles and bulidozers thrust
deep into the northern Gaza
Strip, killing at least 18 Palesti-
nians and wounding 50 others,
nine of them seriously, Palesti-
nian security officials and eye-
witnesses said.

The troops withdrew on
Tuesday morning after blowing
up a Kassam-2 rocket produc-
tion site and the home of a Pal-
estinian militant who had
attacked a Tel Aviv restaurant
last week.

Israeli troops occupying the
foothills of the Golan Heights
shelled Lebanese land for the
second consecutive day today,
witnesses ?id.

1

However, the Israeli army de-
nied the report.

Witnesses said Israeli troops
stationed in the disputed She-
baa Farms area had fired several
mortar rounds at hilly areas on
the outskirts of the Lebanese
village of Kfar Shouba, which
lies close to the border.

There were no immediate re-
ports of casualties.

An Israeli army spokesperson
in Jerusalem said, “It is com-
pletely untrue. We do not shell
into Lebanese territory.”

“The Hizbollah is using this

as a provocation to try to drag
us into a conflict,” she said.

The Syrian and Iranian-
backed Hizbollah movement,
which helped end Israel’s 22-
year occupation of south Leba-
non in May 2000, has vowed to
drive Israel from the Shebaa
Farms and has attacked Israeli
soldiers in the area since.

Israeli troops occasionally
fire shells or machine guns into
the Lebanese side to ward off
potential infiltration by Hizbol-
lah guerillas. — DPA, Reuters

HARD HIT: Palestinian youths survey the damage to a house
destroyed during an incursion by Israell troops in Jeballya,

/oﬁhem Gaza Strip, on Tuesday. — AP
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“Saddam distisses _
U.S. threats W

BAGHDAD, MARCH 12. The Iraqi President, Saddam Hussein, dismis-
sed as “futile” U.S. threats against his country, as the U.S. Vice-
President, Dick Cheney, toured West Asia to drum up support for
extending the “‘war on terrorism”.

‘“Recent futile threats will not scare your country,” Mr. Hussein
said during an audience with a group of pro-Baghdad Kurds late
yesterday. ‘‘Your country has reached a level that such threats will
not intimidate it,”” Iraqi newspapers quoted him as saying.

Iragi newspapers today branded Mr. Cheney’s tour as “futile
and wicked” and aimed only at preparing the ground for another
“aggression’’ against Irag. Mr. Hussein’s remarks came as Mr. Che-
ney left for West Asia to prepare allies for an extension of Washing-
ton’s “war on terrorism” and discuss the threat posed by Iraq,
which Washington believes is developing weapons of mass de- .
struction.

The U.S. President, George W. Bush, has repeatedly warned Mr.
Hussein that his country would face ‘‘consequences” if he does not
let international weapons inspectors return to Iraq.

Mr. Cheney’s trip takes him to 12 countries including Jordan,
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Kuwait, all of which border Iraq. Mr.
Bush fiamed Ifag as part of an “axis of evil”” along with Iran and
Norti¥Korea last month. Ly R

Cdunterin%Mriv Cheney'’s tour, Mr. Hussein.sent-his envoy to
Amian and Damascus to seek Arab ‘support in résisting the U.S.
campaign.

Referring to U.S. comments, Mr. Hussein said, “Iraq is not afraid
of any threats and will not be affected by evil misdeeds.” -—AP
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“+ Hard ew!gnce against Iraq sought%

\ By Hasan Suroor @
LONDON, MARCH 12. For all the sound ahd

fury emanating from Washington and du-
tifully echoed in Downing Street, the polit-
ical and public opinion in Britain remains
unconvinced that enough justification has
been offered for an attack on Iraq.

The U.S. Vice-President, Dick Cheney’s
remarks after meeting the British Prime
Minister, Tony Blair, here on Monday were
widely seen as broad generalisations
which failed to point to a specific threat

! from Baghdad. “There is a lot of evidence

he (Mr. Saddam Hussein) is continuing to
develop weapons of mass destruction,” he
said arguing that Washington was con-
cerned about a “potential marriage” be-
tween Baghdad and terrorist groups such
as al-Qaeda.

Observers dismissed this as “familiar
rthetoric”’. “This does not yet amount to a
case against Iraq,” a commentator in The
Times said pointing out that neither Mr.
Cheney nor Mr. Blair was able to answer
the “most pressing” question: “Why a ter-
rorist attack by al-Qaeda should justify the

U.S. in attacking Iraq or other hostile states
that might have weapons of mass
destruction.”

It was noted that the much-talked-
about “additional evidence” that Mr. Che-
ney was expected to bring with him was
not mentioned at all either by him or Mr.
Blair. Critics said that if there was fresh
evidence against Iraq it should be made
public so that the world could judge for
itself. A strategic affairs expert warned that
even the Arab leaders who disliked Mr.
Saddam Hussein would not like to be seen
backing an attack on Baghdad unless they
were convinced that it was justified. “It
would be effectively seen as an invasion of
a Muslim neighbour and strengthen the
fundamentalists in the region,” she said.

In a scathing editorial, The Guardian
said that mere “tough talk” would not do.
The U.S. President, Mr. Bush, it said, had
“crucially...failed to show why yet another
American war should be supported in the
first place.” It warned that any attempt to
conquer’ Iraq could quickly escalate into a
regional conflict “sucking in” Israel and
resulting in heavy civilian casualties. The

view was supported by other commenta-
tors who questioned the assumption’ that
Mr. Saddam Hussein would “sit back” and
allow his country to be run over. They said
he was likely to resort to tactics that would
stir up anti-U.S. sentiment and win him
international sympathy, particularly in Eu-
rope where there is already strong opposi-
tion to American foreign policy aims.

As speculation grew, one emerging view
was that despite the tough talk America
was not likely to rush into anything — and
the tone adopted by Mr. Bush in his
speech on Monday to mark the six months
of the September 11 attacks suggested that
Washington was keen to play down the
charge of “unilateralism” hurled at by its
European allies. Mr. Cheney’s statement
that America would consult its allies be-
fore taking a decision was seen as part of
Washington'’s bid to be seen to be more
sensitive to world opinion, even if in the
end it chose to go it alone. It was also
pointed out that America was still strug-
gling to come up with a ‘credible’ plan to
make sure that a military intervention in
Iraq did not boomerang.
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WEST ASIA / ISRAEL DETAINS HUNDREDS OF PALESTINIANS

Sharon offers to lift curbs on Arafat

JERUSALEM, MARCH 11. In a conciliatory ges-
ture, the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sha-
ron, has said he favoured lifting the ban on
the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, from
travelling outside Ramallah where he has
been confined under virtual house arrest
since December last year.

Mr. Sharon’s comments, which stunned
his right-wing coalition partners, came a
day after twin Palestinian terror attacks left
16 people dead, 13 Israelis and three attack-
ers, at the end of the Jewish Sabbath on
Saturday prompting Israel to destroy Mr.
Arafat’'s empty headquarters in Gaza and
hit other targets in and around the area.

Mr. Sharon’s latest announcement is the
second move towards moderating his
tough position against Palestinians which
follows his earlier statement dropping the
seven days of quiet demand before engag-
ing the Palestinians in cease-fire negotia-
tions.

Mr. Sharon said Mr. Arafat had met the
main condition set by Israel by arresting the
suspected conspirators of the killing of the
Israeli Cabinet minister, Rehavam Zeevi,
last year. “People have been arrested. I de-
manded their arrest and their imprison-
ment... I have said that after they are
arrested we shall let him out of there. I see
this as a great achievement for the Govern-
ment,” Mr. Sharon told a gathering of dis-
abled persons, broadcast on Israeli
television.

Meanwhile, the Israeli army made an in-
cursion into the central Gaza Strip today,
wounding at least three Palestinians with

A GRIM SITUATION: The Israeli Defence Minister, Binyamin Ben-Ellezer,
looks out over the West Bank city of Bethiehem from an
Israelli army base on Monday . — Reuters

machine-gun fire, medical and security
sources here said.

Tanks, bulldozers and jeeps advanced 1
km into Palestinian autonomous territory
east of the Bureij refugee camp, a security
official said.

He said the units occupj
Palestinian security fo

During the incurgifn, at least three Pal-
estinians were wpfinded, one seriously, by

a post of the
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Israeli gunfire, a hospital source said.

In other incidents, the Israeli army
rounded up some 600 Palestinian civilians
in the West Bank refugee camp of Dheishe,
near Bethlehem, and 100 more from a near-
by village, witnesses said.

The 600 were forced to take off their
shirts and jackets and put them in a plastic

bag before being handcuffed gnd blindfold-
ed. — AFP, PTI /"
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/I%;‘ael bombs
. L\Arafat hub . ¥

FROM JEFFREY HELLER

Jerusalem, March 10
(Reuters): Israel today retaliated
to a Palestinian suicide bombing
that killed 11 Israelis in a
Jerusalem cafe by destroying the
Gaza headquarters that Yasser
Arafat used as a showcase for
. Palestinian sovereignty.

Yesterday’s Jerusalem blast
just down the street from Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s official
residence followed hard on the
heels of a Palestinian shooting
attack that killed two persons,
including a nine-month-old baby;
in the Israeli city of Netanya.

Sharon, at his ranch in south-
ern Israel, and Arafat, confined
by Israel to the West Bank city of
Ramallah, were far from the atta-
cks which the US said underlin-
ed the importance of a new truce
mission by its Middle East
envoy.

“I see a ceasefire as a central
aim of ours,” 8haron said at the
start of the weekly Israeli Cabi-
net meeting, explaining why he
had waived a long-standing de-
mand for seven days of calm be-
fore negotiations on a US-bro-
kered truce plan could begin.

Twoprevious missions by re-
tired M@rine Corps general An-
thony Zinni ended in failure, but
the 1JS decided to re-engage in
the fdce of mounting casualties
on both sides and Sharon’s vow
to hit the Palestinians until they
sued for peace.
< Zinniisdue totravel to the re-
gion later in the week, apparent-
ly before US; Vice- President Dick
Cheney arrfyes in Israel as part
of a Middle East tour widely ex-
pected to focus on Washington’s
next militaffy gnoves in its war
against terror.

;Sharon is under increasing
&ssure from shellshocked Is-
" raelis to end the violence that
has made almost every corner of
their country unsafe. The death
toll has risen sharply in the past
week as tit-for-tat violence has

ralsed fears of all-out war.

Arafat, rlnged by Israeli
tanks, will miss an lmportant
Arab League summit in Beirut
at the end of the month unlessIs-
rael lifts the siege, a move it is
unlikely to make unless Pales-
tinian attacks subside.

At his wrecked seaside Gaza
headquarters, Palestinian secu-
rity officers picked through me-
tal, plaster, wood and concrete
that were left strewn across the
room where Arafat has received
foreign presidents and guests.

Palestinian security sources
said 30 missiles fired from
helicopters slammed into the
building, destroying Arafat’s
private office and his bedroom,
in a series of blasts and blinding
white flashes that lit up the
night sky.

There were no reports of in-
juries in the attack, which the
Palestinian Cabinet called “a
dangerous aggression against
Palestinian national sovereign-
ty”. Palestinians usually evacu-
ate official compounds when Is-
raeli retaliation is expected.

Militant Islamic group Ha-
mas has claimed responsibility
for the bombing at Jerusalem’s
Moment Cafe, which customers
had regarded as a safe haven due
to its proximity to Sharon’s heav-
ily guarded residence.

Almost all of the dead were in
their 20s, patrons of a trendy wa-
tering hole widely regarded as a
bastion of daves who have been
largely sﬂenced hy mounting vi-

olence in a ci ere religious
and right- w1 oices echo the
loudest. : o
Twenty-ye ld Fou § Hu-
rani detonated$§he bombas he

stood in a queu§of peopl&walt
ing for a table. He was blawnto
bits.

“There was a blast that was
simply atomic,” a witnegs told Is-
rael Radio, adding that hboqt 50
people had been in the cpfe
end of thé Jewish sqhba
Saturday night. .
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" Palestinians arrest
ZeeV1 assassination
mastermind

07\ AGENCE FRANCEPRESSE \

(West Bank), March 9. — A man wanted by
Israel over his alleged involvement in the assassinatjon of
an Israeli Cabinet minister has been arrested by Palejtini-
an secret services, a Palestinian security source said today.

Majdi al-Rimawi, who was singled out by Israel as the ma-
stermind of Mr Rehavam Zeevi’s 17 October assassination,
“has been arrested by Palestinian secret services,” an official
from the preventive security services said on condition of
anonymity. The source did not say when or where the arrest
took place, but that Rimawi, an operations officer in the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of Palestine who allegedly re-
cruited Mr Zeevi’s assassins, was believed to be in Ramallah.
A senior Israeli official said last month that Rimawi needed
to be arrested before Israel would consider lifting the house
arrest on Palestinian leader Mr Yasser Arafat. Zeevi was as-
sassinated by the PFLP in retaliation for the August assas-
sination of the group’s leader, Abu Ali Mustafa.

Mustafa’s successor Ahmed Sadat was arrested in Janu-
ary In February, the Palestinian Authority announced the -
arrest of Zeevi’s two alleged killers, as well as that of the
man who-allegedly sent them.

After the bloodiest single day in 17 months of conflict, Is-
rael's Prime Minister Mr Ariel Sharon signalled willing-
ness to resume talks by setting aside a démand for a week’s
quiet before implementing a US truce-to-talks deal.’

Israeli government sources said the Prime Minister ilan-
ned to drop his insistence there must be seven days"
before putting in motion a ceasefire deal brokered lagkyear
by Central Intelligence Agency director Mr George Tenet.

Meanwhile, Mr Arafat’s Palestinian Authority and gther
political groups have urged the Palestinians to o
strike tomorrow to denounce Israeli “massacres”§i the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, a statement said. ]

Arab countries have decided to increase their ai to fhe
Palestinians from $45 million to $55 million per month,
Palestinian minister of international cooperation Mr Nabil
Shaath said. The decision was taken at a ministerial
meeting here of the committee of the Arab League charged

with following ym decisions of Arab summits, Mr

Shaath said.
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Israeli soldiers kill 32 Paletiﬁians

Bethlehem, March 8 @
NS

IN ONE of the fiercest retaliato-
ry strikes, Israeli troops today at-
tacked Palestinian targets in
West Bank and Gaza killing 32
Palestinians, including a gener-
al, shortly after a Palestinian
gunman went on the rampage at-
tacking dormitories and the
Bible study hall in a nearby Jew-
ish settlement that left five Is-
raelis dead.

In the Gaza Strip, Israeli heli-
copters fired missiles at a Pales-
tinian headquarters after Israeli
forces had killed Major-General
Ahmed Mefrej, the chief of the
Palestinian National Security
Forces in the area.

_ Israeli forces pounded the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, killing 13
Palestinians. At least 27 Pales-
. tinians have been killed in Israeli
raids in the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank since late Thursday A
Palestinian gunman killed five Is-
raelis in a Gaza settlement, draw-
ing a bloody Israeli sweep
through a village in response.

President Bush, in a surprise
move, announced on Thursday
he was sending Middle East en-
voy Anthony Zinni back to the re-
gion next week to seek a cease-
fire. “I am deeply concerned
about the tragic loss of life and
escalating violence in the West
Asia,” Bush said in Washington.
“There are no assurances (of suc-
cess). That's not going to prevent
our government from trying.”

Following a strategy charted
by Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
to hit the Palestinians hard until
they sue for peace, the army sent
troops and tanks backed by heli-
copters into Bethlehem, the tra-

ditional birthplace of Jesus,
from two directions. They also
entered the nearby town of Beit
Jala and the Aida and Deheisheh
refugee camps, on Bethlehem’s
outskirts. Three Palestinians
were killed and scores wounded
in heavy fighting around Bethle-
hem, hospital officials said.

“The forces took over wide ar-
eas in (Bethlehem and Beijt
Jala),” the army said in a state-
ment early Friday “House-to-
house searches are under way
for terrorists, ammunition and
terrorist infrastructure.”

Witnesses said the troops had
not entered the center of Bethle-
hem around the Church of the
Nativity, which is sacred to
Christians who believe Jesus
was born on the spot.

Palestinian general killed

Israeli soldiers raiding the vil-
lage of Khuza’a shot dead
Mefrej, the most senior Palestin-
ian commander killed since the
uprising against Israeli occupa-
tion began in September.2000.

At least one other meinber of
the Palestinian National Securi-
ty Forces was among 16 other
Palestinians who were also
killed in Khuza’a, where soldiers
went from house to house in a
search for militants and arms.

Mefrej’s colleagues said he
was shot in the chest after going
to Khuza’a to defend the village
against Israeli troops.

Israeli Brigadier-General Imad
Faris, commander of the Givati
brigade which was involved in
the Gaza fighting, told Army Ra-
dio that Mefrej had not been a
“marked target.” But the Pales-

tinian commander had been
“where he shouldn’t have been.”
The Palestinian Authority is-
sued a statement praising Mefrej
and said, “A number of his offi-
cers and soldiers were also mar-
tyred during a noble battle.”
The Israeli force pulled out of
the village after daybreak. Four
Palestinians were killed when Is-
raeli gunboats attacked a Pales-
tinian police station in northern
Gaza. There were no immediate

~ o whp 1L

reports of casualties in the heli-
copter strike on the headquar-
ters of the National Security
Forces in southern Gaza.

At least 997 Palestinians and
318 Israelis have now been killed
in the 17 months of conflict.

Bush urged Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat to help end
the violence as he announced
Zinni’s third trip to the region:

“I..call upon Chairman
Arafat to make maximum effort

AP PHOTO
An Israeli border police officer mans the Bethlehem checkpoint as a tank pulls out of the West Bank fown on Friday.

to end terrorism against Israel,”
he said. “I'm counting on all par-
ties in the region—Prime Minis-
ter Sharon included— to do
everything they can to make
these efforts a success.”

Zinni’s previous visit to the
Middle East ended on January 7
as violence surged. Bush had de-
clined to send him back since,
apparently judging that the two
sides were not ready for peace.

Reuters



Leaders Insp
Guj arat

(¢
HT Correspondent \)e\ \'

Ahmedabad, March 8

AN ALL-PARTY delegation to-
day made a daylong visit to Gu-
jarat, while the State’s commer-
cial hub showed signs of return-
ing to normal in most parts. The
delegation left for Delhi late this
evening without making any of-
ficial announcement about its
observations and findings.

There were some stray inci-
dentsof violence in some areas
of the city while the delegation
was making the rounds of hospi-
tals and relief camps. The deci-
sion to send the delegation was
taken on Thursday following the
pandemonium in Parliament
over the Opposition’s demand
for the resignation of Union
Home Minister L K Advani and
Chief Minister Narendra Modi
for alleged lapses in preventing
the communal orgy.

The delegation comprised
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi,
Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pramod Mahajan, sen-
ior BJP leader V K Malhotra,
CPI leader A B Bardhan, former
Lok Sabha Speaker Shivraj Patil
and CPI(M) leader Somnath
Chatterjee, among  others.
Though most senior leaders re-
served comment, some leaders of
smaller parties said the Modi
ministry should be dismissed

and President’s rule imposed in -

the State. Chatterjee and Bard-
han refused comment saying

they were part of an all-party
delegation and Mence individual

_ Yﬁ& s

NARENDRA MODI: Under fire

opinions were irrelevant.

Soon after landing here early
this’ morning, the delegation
went'off to Godhra, where it vis-
ited those admitted in the Civil
Hospital. They also visited the
burnt down coach of the Sabar-
mati Express that carried the
kar sevaks who were torched on
the morning of February 27. So-
nia broke out of the security
ring at a relief camp to meet
women and children and en-
quired about the problems faced
by them during the violence.

CPI leader A B Bardhan
briefly fell ill after the visit to
Godhra and was later shifted to
hospital for routine check up, for
which he could not join the trip
to Ahmedabad. He was fit by the
evening and joined the delega-

! ect, .
wound S

tion in its discussion with State
Government officials led by the
Chief Secretary.

The leaders visited Dariya
Khan Ghumbat, where nearly
4,700 people from the minority
community have taken shelter in
a three-storey school building.
Ten more dead bodies arrived at
the nearby graveyard for burial
hours before the delegation visit-
ed the place.

The area’s poverty is dis-
cernible from the fact that as
many as four municipal schools
are run from the same building,
in different shifts. An uneasy at-
mosphere prevailed in the area as
truckloads of Armymen passed
the lanes and RAF platoons
guarded the school building.

G M Banatwala and C M
Ibrahim, who were part of the
delegation, demanded resigna-
tion of the Gujarat Government
for the ‘failure’ of the Govern-
ment machinery to protect the
minorities.

At a relief camp in Dudhesh-
war, where 6,000 victims of the
violence are taking shelter, the
two leaders alleged that there
was a systematic killing of per-
sons and looting of houses. De-
manding President’s rule in the
State, they also sought action
against L K Advani.

On the judicial inquiry into the
violence, Ibrahim said it should
be done by a Supreme Court
judge only. The report of the first-
hand account of the Godhra car-
nage and the riots will be pre-
sented in Parliament tomorrow.

Fa
-

nia Gandhi with the all-party delegatior
relief camp ih Ahmedabad on Fridav
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami
WASHINGTON, MARCH 8. Thé Unit-
ed Nations and Iraq have con-
cluded their one day meeting on
Thursday on a positive note even
if no formal agreements or un-
derstandings have been reached
on outstanding issues.

The Secretary-General, Kofi
Annan, has described his meet-
ing with the Iraqi Foreign Minis-
ter, Naji Sabri, as being “frank
and useful”. For his part, Mr. Sa-
bri said that the two sides had
laid out their respective con-
cerns. “... we had a positive and

constructive exchange of views
on these concerns.”

A statement has described the
two sides focussing on such is-
sues as return of weapons in-
spectors, the missing Kuwaits
and Iraqis and ways in which
Baghdad could return .some of
the Kuwaiti property through the
United Nations. Iraq had raised
a number of issues and heading
that list was the lifting of sanc-
tions, the no-fly zones establish-
ed by the United States and
Britain and elimination of weap-
ons of mass destruction from
West Asia — Baghdad’s refer-

ence to Israel's nuclear pro-
gramme.

Though very few in the world
body and outside expected ma-
jor breakthroughs, the meeting
was followed keenly as it was the
first high level contact between
Baghdad and the United Nations
for over one year, the last meet-
ing being in February 2001. That
this initial meeting went off well
is seen from the two sides agree-
ing for further discussions by the
middle of next month. “It was
agreed that the two parties
would meet for further discus-
sions in mid-April based on a

W) Iraq\/U N. meet ‘positive’
-4 iraq, U.N.

well defined agenda agreed in
advance,” a spokesman for the
Secretary-General said.

While Iraq has been working
overtime diplomatically to have
the decade old sanctions regime
removed or eased substantially,
the West led by the U.S. and Bri-
tian are keen on getting the
weapons inspectors back into
Iraq after leaving that country in
1998. The impression has been
that while Iraq may have fully ac-
counted for its nuclear materials
and missiles, there are major
gaps when it came to chemical

and biological weapons./
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WASHINGTON, MARCH 7
RESIDENT Bush will
continue tokeep at arm’s
length from peace talksin
the Middle East, despite

growing support for a Saudi pro-

posal to end the spiralling Arab-Is-

raeli conflict, administration offi-

cials said.

At a White House meeting on

| Tuesday, Egyptian President

Hosni Mubarak made an impas-
sioned plea for peace, offering
again to host a peace summit be-
tween Palestinian Leader Yasser
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon. Afterward,
Bush said, “We’re both deter-
mined to re-double our efforts to
work for peace.” But he showed
no sign of taking a blgger role in

* the talks.

Bush said he would send US
West Asia envoy Anthony Zinni
back to the region only when he
deemsit “appropriate.” '

As violence continued to rage
in Israel, Bush again put the onus
on Arafat to halt terrorist attacks
avainst Israelis. Bush said peace is
“only possible if there is a maxi-
mum effort to end the violence
throughout the region, starting
with Palestinian efforts to stop the
attack on Israclis.” Sharon has said
a peace summit is futile until vio-
lence against Israel ceases.

‘Bush to stay away y fro

With his visit to
Washington,
Mubarak had hoped
to build support for
a peace summit and
persuade Bush to
‘take a higher profile
role in the talks. He
appeared to fail on
both counts, though
the Saudi peace plan
has all sides clinging
to a glimmer of
hope.
Saudi  Crown
Prince  Abdullah
proposedlast month
that Israel be given
full diplomatic rela-
tions with Arab na-
tions in exchange for

gwmg up the terri-

Wga

tory it seized in the - Byush with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in Washington on Wednesday. AP/PTT

1967 Middle East

war. Since then, everyone from
Bush to leaders of the European
Union have expressed support for
the proposal.

On Tuesday, Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad backed the plan,
according to the official Saudi
Press Agency.

Despite  prodding  from
Mubarak, Bush refused to elevate
his role in the peace process. Bush
sees the Saudi plan as little more
than a shaky foundation for peace,
and the escalating violence as the

surest evidence a truce isn’t likely

anytime soon.

A senior administration official
said Bush will step up his role only
after Arafat puts a stop to attacks
on Israelis and shows that he has
the will and authority to strike a
peace deal.

In the meantime, Bush will
delegate West Asia diplomatic ef-

forts to Vice-President Dick Ch- -

eney, who will depart for the re-
gion next week. Cheney will
discuss the Saudi peace plan with
Prince Abdullah, and take' the
puise of other Arab leaders during
his 11-day trip, a senior aide said.
~— The Wall Street Journal

Powell blasts Sharon

B WASHINGTON: In a sharp re-
buke to Israel, US Secretary of
State Colin Powell warned Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon that his pol-
icy of declaring war against the
Palestinians would not “lead any-
where. If you declare war against
the Palestinians and think you can
solve the problem by seeing how
many palestinians can be killed —
I don't know if leads you any-
where,” he said. - Agencies
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SAUDI ARABIA’S INITIATIVE for a comprehen-
sive peace settlement in West Asia is the only
hopeful note of sorts in that volatile region. Vi-
cious levels of escalating violence, involving Is-
rael and the Palestinians, have brought West Asia
to the brink of a new disaster, horrific even by the
standards of that war-torn region. Now, despite
being eclipsed by a frenzy of violence at this
point, Riyadh’s new peace plan seems designed
to match the recent indication by the U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, that Washington might be
inclined to encourage the creation of a separate
Palestinian state over time. The Saudi Crown
Prince, Abdullah bin Abdelaziz, has suggested
that a military withdrawal by Israel, specifically
to the positions it held prior to its conquests in
the 1967 war in West Asia, might prove conducive
to peace between the Jewish state, on one side,
and the Arab countries across the spectrum and
not just the Palestinians on the other side of the
divide. In essence, the new Saudi proposal —
endorsed by the U.S. as a 'vision” — is an updated
version of the old principle of “land for peace”
that was first enunciated in the context of efforts
by the United Nations for peace in West Asia.
Israel’s political establishment finds itself divid-
ed over how to respond to Riyadh'’s apparent ges-
ture of possible pan-Arab goodwill. But the
Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, is pleased that a
major Islamic country like Saudi Arabia has fired
a “peace” salvo amid today’s escalating war be-
tween his people and the Jewish state. Prince
Abdullah’s ideas will take some heat off Mr. Ara-
fat’s shoulders at this time of a global revulsion
against political terrorism which has often
marred the Palestinian “cause” even in the face
of Israel’s own virulent militarism.

The most significant aspect of the new Saudi
exercise in some unusual diplomacy is the prom-
ise of an eventual reconciliation between all Arab

vy

;. -} Mr\i\

PEACE PLAN? (5, ,

states and Israel. If Riyadh, a newly estranged ally
of the United States, has taken it upon itdelf to
propose a way forward for peace in West A$ia at
this juncture, the reason centres on Saudi Ara-
bia’s hopes for cooperative ties with Washington
in the future. Geostrategic considerations and
plain realpolitik have so far underpinned the
U.S.-Saudi equation of exceptional political-mil-
itary cooperation between two dramatically dif-
ferent societies. Yet, the current American
passions against “Islamic terrorism” seem to have
brought Washington’s ties with Riyadh under
strain. This reality has much to do with Saudi
Arabia’s apparent reservations about some as-
pects of Washington’s ongoing “war on terror”.
Yet, arguably, Riyadh’s new conciliatory gesture
towards Israel, which is seen in the Arab world as
Washingfon’s protege, is a sign of the Saudi king-
dom’s desire to mend its ties with the U.S.

On a different plane, Mr. Bush's earlier willing-
ness to countenance the eventual creation of a
Palestinian state seemed to mark a phenomenal
shift from the political orthodoxy of the West in
regard to a major Arab “cause”. Mr. Bush’s ges-
ture, which has lost some of its political lustre in
the current context of his frustrations with Mr:
Arafat, is of course tied to America’s compulsions
to ensure that its “war against terror” does not
antagonise the Islamic universe itself. Now,
Crown Prince Abdullah’s ideas, too, represgnt a
radical shift from the political orthodoxy of the
Arabs concerning their fears of having to coexist
with Israel into the timeless future. Of utmost
priority to the Jerusalem establishment, on the
other hand, is the notion that Israel can survive
only within securely sustainable frontiers. While
this will doubtless influence Israel’s eventual re-
sponses to Mr. Bush and the Saudi Crown Prince,
it is time that attempts are begun to break the

mould of adversarial relationships in West[\y/
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Syrla, Lebanon reject o
ooy Saudi peace plan ¥ /\»

BEIRUT, MARCH 4. Syria and Lebanon on Sunday implicitly reject
Saudi offer to recognise Israel saying West Asia peace must \pe
based on all U.N. resolutions, including the right of Palestini
refugees to return to their homes not mentioned in the Saudi
overture. ‘A just, comprehensive and permanent peace ... must
rest on Resolutions 194 (right to return), 242 and 338 (Israeli pull-
out from land captured in 1967) and 425 (Israeli pullout from

" southern Lebanon),” a joint statement said.

The statement made no direct mention of the Saudi Crown
Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz’s proposal disclosed mid-February
for full Arab recognition of Israel in return for a complete Israeli
withdrawal from land captured in the June 1967 war.

Prince Abdullah has said he intends to submit his proposals to
an Arab summit in Beirut on March 27 and 28.

The Libyan leader, Muamar Qudhafi has unveiled a plan for
Arab-Israeli peace based on three conditions, including the right of
some four million Palestinian refugees living in camps in Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to return to their
homes. Sunday’s statement was issued at the end of talks in Beirut
between Lebanon'’s President, Emile Lahoud, and his Syrian coun-
terpart, Bashar al-Assad, who was making his first official visit to
Lebanon since becoming head of state two years ago.

Meanwhile, in a string of deadly attacks, 11 Israelis were killed
and 15 wounded when Palestinian gunmen targeted an army
checkpoint near West Bank on Monday, hours after a suicide bom-
ber struck a residential neighbourhood during Sabbatical prayers
in Jerusalem, killing nine. Israeli Apache helicopters fired shells at
the Palestinian Authority headquarters and a small factory in Be-
thlehem which the military said was in retaliation to the suicide
strike. Seven soldiers were among those killed in the shooting at
the checkpoint close to the Jewish settlement of Ofra, near the
West Bank city of Ramallah, reports said. ¥

Three Palestinian gunmen reportedly opened sustained fire on
civilian convoy positioning themselves on a hilltop, leading to
instant casualties. Israeli soldiers returned the fire, Army Radio
reported. The attack came barely 12 hours after a suicide bomber
blew himself up killing nine Israelis and injuring over 40 others as
people were coming out of synagogues marking the end of the
Jewish Sabbat on Sunday. Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade said it was
behind the strike. — AFP, PTI /
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JERUSALEM: In a string of dead-
ly attacks, nine Israelis were killed
and 15 wounded when Palestinian
gunmen targeted an Army check-
point near West Bank on Sunday,
hours after a suicide bomber struck
a residential neighbourhood dur-
ing sabbatical prayers in Jerusalem
killing nine.

Israeli Apache helicopters fired
shells at the Palestinian authority
headquarters and a small factory in
Bethlehem which, the military said,
was in retaliation to the suicide
strike. _

Seven soldiers were among those
killed in the shooting at the check-
point close to the Jewish settlement
of Ofra, near West Bank city of
Ramallah, reports said.

Three Palestinian gunmen
reportedly opened sustained fire
on a civilian convoy positioning
themselves on a hilltop, leading to
instant casualties. Israeli soldiers
returned the fire, army radio
reported.

The attack came barely 12 hours
after a suicide bomber blew him-
self up killing nine Israelis and
injuring over 40 others as people
were coming out of Synagogues
' marking the end of the Jewish
Sabbat on Saturday. Al-Agsa
Martyrs brigades said it was behind
the strike.

Al-Agsa, the military wing of
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat’s

9 Israelis die in 13@

Fatah \éloveme 7" and Hamas
claimed responsibility for the gup
attack.

Shortly after the shooting attack
an Israeli was killed and four
injured in an ambush by armed
Palestinians at a security fence
near the Kissufim crossing point
between Israel and the central
Gaza Strip, Channel One television
reported.

A building was damaged in the
suicide attack, initially thought to
be a car bomb. Israelis in black
sabattical robes and hats crowded
the streets chanting, “No Arabs, no
terror attacks.”

In the Israeli reprisal to
Saturday’s bombing, a building
servicing Force 17, an elite unit of
the Palestinian authority forces,
was set on fire. It had already been
evacuated expecting an Israeli
retaliation.

A report quoted the Al-Agsa as
saying the bombing attack was in
response to Israeli Army’s mas-
sacres during its operations in
Balata and Jenin refugee camps on
Thursday.

Palestinians said 23 of its people
and two Israeli soldiers were killed
but Israel put the toll at 30 killed
and 200 injured.

Al Jazeera TV identified the
bomber as a  19-yearold
Mohammed Ahmed Dararmeh,
from the Deheisheh refugee camp

n

tinig

in the bombing.
near the West Bank town of
Bethlehem. The  Palestinian
authority promptly condemned the
suicide strike but held the Isareli
government responsible for the lat-
est escalation in violence.

The US. condemned the attack
and cal% Mr Arafat to stop

A mother camies her child, who was
to a hospital in Jerusalem on Saturd

attack near West Bank

Reuters

injured during a suicide bombing,
ay. At least nine people were killed

those responsible. “The US. con-
demns in the strongest possible
terms this terrorist outrage,” state
department spokesman Richard
Boucher said.

Israeli Army pulled out of Bala
and Jenin positioning its troops/
the outskirts of town. @r)




/W. ASIA / PA SUSPENDS CONTACTS WITH TEL AVIV

Israel pulls out from ,

JERUSALEM, MARCH. 2. [sraeli
troops today withdrew from one
of two West Bank refugee camps
in which they have been carrying
out a deadly sweep for suspected
militants amid a growing inter-
national outcry.

The pullout from Jenin camp
came hours after the Palestinian
Authority announced suspen-
sion of contacts with Israel in re-
sponse to the incursions, in
which 19 Palestinians and two Is-
raeli soldiers have died since they
began on Thursday. According to
security sources on both sides,
fighting had stopped overnight,
and Palestinian security sources
said militants had pulled out of
the camp by dawn. But violence
continued in the northern Gaza
Strip, with medical sources say-
ing yesterday that Israeli soldiers
had shot and killed a Palestinian
overnight.

When asked to confirm the ar-
my pullmy spokesman said

raeli

only that troops had “completed
the first stage in their activity in
the Jenin refugee camp.” Wit-
nesses said Israeli forces still con-
trolled access to the camp. Six
Palestinians and another soldier
were killed in the army’s parallel
operation in the Nablus refugee
camp of Balata, which was con-
tinuing today.

“There will be no contacts,
neither security nor political
ones as long as the destructive Is-
aggression  continues
against our camps,” the Palesti-
nian Cabinet secretary, Ahmad
Abdel Rahman said on Friday. He
added that there were “no securi-
ty or political contacts with the
Government” of the Prime Min-
ister, Ariel Sharon, “which in-

- vades our camps and cities and

imposes a blockade, killing our
children.”

Meanwhile, the United States
has again praised the ideas for:
West Asia peace floated by Saudi.

po”

one refugee camp',

“not a peace plan or spedjfic pro-
posal to end the violence.”

The State Department spokes-
man, Richard Boucher yesterday
said the Assistant Setretary for
Near East Affairs, William Burns,
who went to Saudi Arabia on
Thursday, had good discussions
with Crown Prince Abdallah bin
Abdul Aziz on the issue. But, he
said “the next steps...mean maxi-
mum efforts by the Palestinian
Authority to confront violence
and terror, and steps by the Israe-
li Government to facilitate Pales-
tinian efforts on security and
help promote a more positive en-
vironment on the ground.”

In an interview with The New
York Times, Mr. Abdullah sug-
gested that Arab countries could
normalise relations with Israel in
exchange for a withdrawal from
occupied lands. Mr. Boucher

again praised the ideas, cafling
them “significant.” — AFP
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Turkey planning
; ‘repentancé"ﬂlaw

ANKARA, MARCH. 1. The| Turkish
Justice Ministry is preparing a
new:‘repentance’” law qiesigned
to convince members of the re-
bel Kurdish Workers’ Party
(PKK) to hand themselves in to
the Turkish authorities. {
Quoting unnamed sources;
the NTV private television sta-
tion reported that the new law
would see reduction in sentenc-
es for PKK members who give
evidence “that will help to de;
stroy the organisation”. 14().
Tﬂe ne(\::glaw is diffe}/e!gt to
another repentance law passed
in the wake of the capture of the
PKK leader, Abdullah Ocalan, in
that it will also apply to those
people who have actually taken
up arms against the Turkish
military. The old law, which has
now lapsed, only gave reduction
in sentences for those charged
with “helping and harbouring”.
The report did not say what
sort of reductions in sentences
could be expectedd. — DPA

A

THE HINDU

2 sl 202

»



Israel mounts fresh
assault in West Bthk

Jenin, March 1 M W@

THE ISRAELI army pushed
into a second West Bank
refugee camp on Friday and
fought gunmen in what it called
an attempt to smash terror, as a
poll showed Prime Minister

Ariel Sharon’s popularity at a’

new low.

Palestinian officials said the
raids were intended to sabotage
a Saudi peace bid and that at
least one Palestinian was killed
and 36 were wounded in the as-

~sault on Jenin refugee camp in
the northern West Bank.

Two days of heavy fighting, in
which one Israeli soldier and 14
Palestinians have now been
killed, threaten the land-for-
peace initiative proposed by Sau-
di Crown Prince Abdullah just
as it is gathering momentum.

Witnesses said an assault
helicopter spewing machine-
gun fire provided cover for ar-
mour and infantry in the
crowded warrens of the camp,
described by a military
spokesman as “a central loca-
tion for terrorists” who have
killed dozens of Israelis.

Gunmen firing M-16 and
Kalashnikov rifles ini narrow
alleyways clashed with the ar-
moured convoys that rumbled

,\\ -—

in from the north and south un-
der darkness. Other forces en-
circled the camp, where 12,000
Palestinians live.

Calls to arms rang out from
minarets and witnesses said
troops had taken over several
houses, forcing their occupants
into a single room. On Thurs-
day, 13 Palestinians and one Is-
raeli soldier were killed in an
Israeli assault on the outskirts
of Jenin and in Balata, a
refugee camp outside the near-
by city of Nablus.

The northern West Bank
raids, which followed a Pales-
tinian suicide bombing at an
army checkpoint on Wednes-
day, have marked Israel’s
fiercest attacks against refugee
camps since an uprising
against Israeli occupation
erupted 17 months ago.

More than 150 Palestinians
have also been wounded since

the assaults on the refugee .

camps began. Thousands of
mourners, many chanting “re-
venge, revenge” attended the
funerals on Friday of some of
the Palestinians killed in the
Balata camp. Marwan al-Bargh-
outhi, a leader of President
Yasser Arafat’s Fatah faction,
called for mass street protests
in Palestinian areas on Friday

“against the Israeli massacres
of our people.”

The United States urged Is-
rael Thursday to exercise the
“utmost restraint” but stopped
short of calling for an immedi-
ate withdrawal from the camps.

Balata, the largest refugee
camp in the West Bank, was the
scene of heavy fighting on
Thursday, but by Friday only
occasional shooting could be
heard as troops conducted
house-to-house  searches for
wanted militants and arms
caches. A pipe damaged in
Thursday’s battles spewed
sewage through the camp’s
streets. Sharon has been under
growing pressure from the po-
litical right and left to do more
to end the Palestinian revolt.

An opinion poll published in
the Maariv newspaper showed
that for the first time since
Sharon’s election a year ago a
majority of Israelis, 53 per cent,
was dissatisfied with his per-
formance. Commentary accom-
panying the Maariv-Media
Watch survey said he was
caught in the middle, with
right-wingers accusing him of
not being tough enough on
Palestinians and left-wingers
believing he has been too harsh.

Reuters

‘HE HINDUSTAN TIMEY

I MAR 202



WEST ASIA / ‘IF THERE'S A WILL THERE’'S A WAY’
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U.S. backing crucial , ~©

to Saudi plan: Arafat «

NEW YORK, FEB. 28. Describing the Saudi Ara-
bian proposal to bring peace to West Asia as
a “very strong platform”, the Palestinian
leader, Yasser Arafat has asserted that its
chances of success depends on immediate
American support.

“There must be a very important, and
very strong, and very quick push from out-
side,” Mr. Arafat said in an interview to The
New York Times last night at his battered
and darkened compound in Ramallah,
where Israeli forces have confined him for
almost three months. Mr. Arafat’s strongest
hope seemed to be that the United States
would use the Saudi proposal to end 17
months of unrelenting violence, which he
suggested now threatens the region’s sta-
bility, the Times said. “The most important
thing is that it is accepted by the Europe-
ans, the Russians and the Americans,” Mr.
Arafat said. The critical role, he stressed,
was that of the U.S. President, George W
Bush.

Recalling the efforts by the U.S. Presi-
dent’s father, George Bush during his Presi-
dency to convene a West Asia peace
conference in Madrid in 1991, Mr. Arafat
said he hoped the current President Bush
would complete ‘this very important histor-
ical initiative.”

But, the Times said, he did not specify
how he thought the Americans might help.
How quickly the-goals of the Saudi plan can
depends no doubt on the

Mr. Arafat said he expected the proposal
would receive full approval at a summit
meeting of the members of the Arab League
on March 27 in Beirut. Asked if he believed
he would live to see a Palestinian State, Mr.
Arafat, 72, said, “no doubt, no doubt.”
When asked about three recent Israeli mis-
sile strikes within yards of his office, he said
with an indulgent smile said “I am an old
general.”

Mr. Arafat, the Times said, noted with
satisfaction recent signs of Israeli dissent,
pointing in particular to a letter signed by
more than 250 reserve members of the
armed forces refusing to serve in the occu-
pied territories.

But, when asked if he thought the Israeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon’s coalition
Government would be split by the Saudi
proposal, he said: “We hope not. We hope
all of them will accept it.”

Mr. Arafat, the paper said, pointed out
that Mr. Sharon, in his long military and
political career, had supported some diffi-
cult Israeli concessions for peace, including
the withdrawal from Sinai to achieve peace
with Egypt. “He (Sharon) demolished by
himself all the settlements” in Sinai, Mr.
Arafat, said.

“If there's a will, there’s a way.” “Not to
forget,” Mr. Arafat said, when it was sug-
gested that the Americans thought he had
not done enough to fight violence, “I didn’t
send my helicopters and my F-15s and my
F-16s and my tanks to any Israeli city. Butin

Lo
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spite of that, we are completely corhmitted
to the peace of the brave, which we have
signed. Not only for us, the peace. The
peace is for us, the Palestinians; for them,
the Israelis; for the whole Middle East.”

When asked about Mr. Sharon’s recent
statement that he regretted Israel’s failure
to kill Mr. Arafat when it had the chance in
Lebanon, the Palestinian leader smiled and
said Israel had in fact tried to kill him. “I
have to ask him, Does this help?” he said of
the comment about his death. “Does it help
the peace process?”

“It seems that he (Sharon) doesn’t want
to forget 1982,” Mr. Arafat said. That year,
Mr. Sharon, as Defence Minister, led an in-
vasion of Lebanon to drive the Palestine
Liberation Organisation away from Israel’s
northern border.

Israeli forces wound up besieging Mr.
Arafat in Beirut, much as they are now do-
ing in Ramallah. Asked about his confine-
ment, Mr. Arafat said, “for me, it's not the
first time.” More important, he said, were
the Israeli restrictions faced by average Pal-
estinians, which he described as “the siege,
the reoccupation of liberated Palestinian
areas, these checkpoints that you see for
yourself.”

He warned that new “buffer zones”
planned by Mr. Sharon to separate Israelis
and Palestinians would turn Palestinian ar-
eas into a patchwork of “Bantustans.” He

said Mr. Sharon was planning a “Betli
Wall” around Jerusalem. — PTI

>



Fresh violence jolts
W Asia peace plan

Nablus, February 28

AT LEAST seven Palestinians
and an Israeli soldier were killed
in an upsurge of violence in the
West Bank on Thursday, threat-
ening a widely-hailed new West
Asia peace initiative,

Despite the optimism raised
by the land-for-peace proposal
from Saudi Crown Prince Abdul-
lah, Saudi Arabia’s UN
ambassador slammed Israel in a
speech at the United

" Nations, which underlined the
difficulties advancing the peace
effort. Palestinian security
sources and hospital officials
said five of the dead Palestinians
were policemen killed in night
raids by Israeli special forces on
two separate positions around
the Palestinian-ruled northern
town of Jenin.

They said a Palestinian gun-
man was also killed and 15
wounded in fierce fighting with
Israeli troops at the Balata
refugee camp near Nablus,
where witnesses said a 34-year-
old man had been killed by Is-
raeli fire in the centre of the city.

Soldiers surrounded

BETWEEN 10 and 14 Israeli
soldiers were encircled on
Thursday by militants of an
armed offshoot of Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah in a school in
the Balata refugee camp in the
West Bank, the group said.

An army spokesman told
AFP he was unaware of such
an operation by the al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigades in their Bal-
ata stronghold, describing the
situation as “not very plausi-
ble”.

The Israeli soldiers have
been encircled for two hours
in the school at the southern
entrance of the camp, a wit-
ness who claimed to be a mem-
ber of the group told AFP on
condition of anonymity."

AFP, Nablus

fied the woman as Darin Abu
Eisha, a 21-year-old university
student living in the West Bank
town of Ramallah, and said her
uncle had also blown himself up

The Israeli Army said one of :onemonthago in an attack onan

its soldiers was killed and two

were wounded in the assault on

- Balata and confirmed its in-

fantry had also attacked the
Jenin refugee camp.

It called the camps “bases of

terror infrastructure that have

been responsible for the murder -

of dozens of Israelis.”

The Israeli raids, backed by
tanks and helicopters, followed
an attack on Wednesday in
which a Palestinian woman sui-
cide bomber blew herself up at
an Israel checkpoint in the West
Bank, wounding three Israeli po-
licemen.

Relatives-on Thursday identi-

Israeli bus,

The woman detonated explo-
sives strapped to her body after a
policeman asked her to get out of
her car when she failed to pres-
ent identity papers at a check-
point just inside the West Bank
and near the central Israeli town
of Modi’in.

Israel Radio said two Palestin-
ian men in the car were killed ei-
ther from the blast or from bul-
lets fired by soldiers after the ex-
plosion. The deaths could not im-
mediately be confirmed, but po-
lice said earlier they were in a
critical condition.

The latest casualties took the

-view published last week, resur-

death toll to at least 90§ Pales-
tinians and 280 Israeli§ killed
since a Palestinian uprising
against Israeli occupation in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip began
in September 2000 after peace
talks stalled.

Crown Prince Abdullah’s ini-
tiative to end the bloodshed
gained momentum when he told
European Union foreign policy
chief Javier Solana on Wednes-
day that he expected other Arab
leaders to adopt his ideas at an
Arab League summit in Beirut
in March.

Hailed by Palestinians and
cautiously welcomed in Israel,
the proposal has won wide back-
ing, including in Washington.

“He (the Crown Prince) is go-
ing to coordinate his ideas with
the Arab countries...and he ex-
pects at the Arab League summit
they will be approved,” Solana
said after meeting the Crown
Prince, Saudi Arabia’s de facto
ruler, in the city of Jeddah.

The Crown Prince aired the
initiative in a newspaper inter-

recting an Arab offer to nor-
malise relations with Israel in
return for a full withdrawal from
Arab lands occupied in the 1967
West Asia war.

It contains little new but fills a
void in peacemaking. Solana, who
later flew from Jeddah to Cairo as
part of a round of shuttle diplo-
macy, said Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon welcomed
the Saudi initiative in talks with
him earlier this week.

But Fawzi bin Abdul Majeed
Shobokshi, the Saudi ambassa-
dor at the UN, barely -ment
ioned the peace proposal in a
speech at the United Nations on
Wednesday. Reuters
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/VEST ASIA / SECURITY CHIEFS MEET AS VIOLENCE CONTINUES

lan flexible: Peres

W

JERUSALEM, FEB. 27. Israeli an
Palestinian security chiefs met
in Tel Aviv to decide on steps to
ease 17 months of violence, as
interest in a Saudi Arabian
peace initiative increased.

Javier Solana, the top E.U.
diplomat, said he would make a
previously unscheduled trip to
Riyadh today to hear firsthand
about the Saudi initiative from
Crown Prince Abdullah. Media
reports say Saudi Arabia pro-
poses that the entire Arab world
would make peace with the
Jewish State in exchange for a
total Israeli pullout from the
West Bank, Gaza Strip and east
Jerusalem.

Mr. Solana said the Israeli
Premier, Ariel Sharon “would be
willing to meet anybody from
Saudi Arabia, formally, infor-
mally, publicly, discreetly,
whatever, to get better informa-
tion about the significance of
this idea.” However, he rejects a
total Israeli withdrawal from the
territories.

In violence early today, a Pal-
estinian gunman was killed and
five injured when Israeli tanks
tried to enter the Balata refugee
camp next to Nablus, Palesti-
nians said, adding all were link-
ed to Yasser Arafat’s Fatah
movement. The Israeli military
had no immediate comment.

Saudi

Is,maspheld four apartment

buildings next to the camp for
many days. The U.S. President,
George W Bush yesterday tele-
phoned the Saudi crown prince.
He praised the Saudi initiative
and called it a “note of hope”,
said the White House spokes-
man, Ari Fleischer. Mr. Solana
said he had more details about
the Saudi plan but he would not
disclose them.

Meanwhile, the Israeli For-
eign Minister, Shimon Peres
said today in Paris that a Saudi
idea to re-launch the peace
process would be flexible over
the thorny issue of control over
Jerusalem.

“This plan foresees more flex-
ibility over Jerusalem and other
subjects,” Mr. Peres told French
State television during a visit to
Paris. Mr. Peres told his televi-
sion interviewer that under the
plan some Israeli positions
could be kept on in eastern Je-
rusalem and that some parts of
the east of the city would ‘re-
main in Israeli hands”. Both Is-
rael and the Palestinians claim
Jerusalem as their capital and
the Israeli occupation of the
eastern sector of the city since
1967 has been one of the main
bones of contention between
the two sides. Mr., Peres ruled
out direct contact with Saudi

Arabia over the plan as the two
countries do not share diplo-
matic recognition. Meanwhile,
the peace initiative is a key po-
litical development and may
bring fundamental change to
the troubled region in the com-
ing weeks, a veteran Israeli
peace campaigner said today.
The Saudi peace plan, floated
by the kingdom'’s de facto ruler
Crown Prince Abdullah, calls on
Arab states to recognise Israel

AMID CHAOS, HOPE IS BORN: The baby daughter of Tamara

YR o

and normalise ties with it in re-
turn for Israel’s pullout from
lands seized in the 1967 West
Asia war, Reuters reports from
Moscow. “What is important is
that you have a very important
Arab leader who is saying publi-
cly...we will normalise relations
with you if you have an agree-
ment with the Palestinians’™
said Yossi Beilin, a former La-
bour government minister. —
AP, AFP

Liftschitz, an Israell, is pictured In Jerusalem on Tuesday.
(right) Palestinian Maysoun Hayek holds her newborn baby
girl Fidaa (sacrifice) in her bed in Rafidea hospital in the
West Bank city of Nablus.The bables were born after both
mothers were shot at in separate incidents In the West Bank
on Monday. — Reuters
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Saudi initiative gaining momentum

By Kesava Menon ,)/
MANAMA, FEB. 28. The proposal ‘madg by
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Abdullahibin
Abdelaziz for an end to the Israel-Palestine
confrontation is the singularly most impor-
tant initiative on the table in over a year and
a half. But the initiative has yet to attract,
the enthusiasm it deserves as important
players and forces cautiously assess it from
different angles.

In his proposal, first articulated in an in-
terview to the New York Times, Crown
Prince Abdullah offered full Arab recogni-
tion and normalisation of relations with Is-
rael in exchange for a full Israeli withdrawal
- from occupied Arab lands.

This proposal was not as significant for
its content — since it is mainly another way
of expressing the “Two State’ solution that
has been mooted by well-meaning parties
in the past — as for the identity of the per-
son who has so authoritatively enunciated.

Crown Prince Abdullah has the reputa-
tion of being amongst the staunchest of
Arab nationalists and not just among the
Princes of the al Saud. Saudi Arabia has also
been traditionally cautious in mooting dip-
lomatic initiatives. Combined with the
weight that the Kingdom carries in Arab
matters, the proposal concretises the Arab
belief of what the final deal should be like. It
is an offer to Israel that its integration and
acceptance in the region will become a fact
once it withdraws from Arab lands.

This is the prospect of the complete
peace that Israel has been striving for ever
since the idea of the Jewish state was con-
ceived.

While the Israeli President, Moshe Kat-
sav, and the Foreign Minister, Shimon
Peres, have welcomed the offer with in-
creasing degrees of enthusiasm, their Prime

Minister, Ariel Sharon, has yet to say a word
about it. Sdie of Mr. Sharon’s aides have

et out that he is studying the proposal and

also asking the U.S. administration to pro-
vide authentication and clarification of the
Saudi message. Mr. Katsav had gone so far
as to invite Prince Abdullah to Jerusalem or
to himself proceed to Riyadh but the Saudis
have indicated that high-level exchanges
must follow on, and not precede, the con-
clusion of peace between Israel and the
Arab states and entities whose lands it oc-
cupies.

What everyone in the region is however
waiting for is to see how the U.S. adminis-
tration will respond to the Saudi initiative.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Gen. Colin

Powell, had initially termed the offer as a
minor development and then upped the
degree of appreciation by calling it "’an im-
portant initiative”. Much significance is be-
ing read into this terminological change.

The U.S. might have been taken off guard
since their thoughts in respect of West Asia
were excessively focussed on the project for
a regime change in Iraq. But for this project
to succeed, the U.S. needs Arab support
and Crown Prince Abdullah’s proposal can
also be taken as the price that will have to
be paid for that support. It is not a price that
would hurt the U.S., or Israel for that
matter.

The Palestinian Authority Presidenit, Yasser Arafat (left) welcomes the European
Union forelgn policy chief, Jgvier Solana, at his office in the West Bank City of

A

pallah on Monday. — Reuters /
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Ramallah, February 25

ISRAELI TANKS pulled back
from Palestinian President Yass-
er Arafat’s headquarters in Ra-
maliah on Monday but kept a
ring of armour around the West
Bank city where he has been bot-
tled up for two months.

Palestinians canceled securi-
ty talks in protest at Israel’s de-
cision to keep up the “siege” and
tensions were high after Israeli
troops fired on Palestinian par-
liamentary speaker Ahmed Kor-
ei’s car as he approached a
checkpoint late on Sunday,.

Soldiers shot dead two Pales-
tinians early on Monday;, includ-
ing a man who was driving his
pregnant wife to hospital to give
birth. She said she was wounded
in the shoulder and her father-
in-law was seriously hurt.

On Sunday Israel’s security
cabinet ordered only a partial
easing of Arafat’s confinement,
stoking hostilities after renewed
efforts to calm 17 months of vio-
lence since the start of a Pales-
tinian uprising against Israeli
occupation. European Union for-
eign policy chief Javier Solana
began talks with Israeli Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres in
Jerusalem on Monday to help
cool tensions and head off all-
-out war. Peres said the decision
to pull back the tanks was a ges-
ture to Arafat after he ordered
the arrest of three Palestinian
militants wanted by Israel. But

ina sign of a split in the cabinet,
he said: “I wanted another deci-
sion, I don't deny it.” Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon is
under right-wing pressure to
crack down harder on Arafat
and his Palestinian Authority,
The left wing had been seeking a
total end to Arafat’s confinement
to boost peace efforts.

Sharon’s public support has
been dented by a surge in the
death toll in the past 10 days and
criticism that he lacks a policy
for ending the violence that has
killed at least 892 Palestinians
and 274 Israelis.

Tanks pull back

Tanks retreated before dawn on
Monday from positions they had
held for two months a few hun-
dred meters from Arafat’s office
and rumbled through the dark
streets to positions just outside
Ramallah. The tanks had been
sent to Ramallah to pressure
Arafat to arrest militants after a
wave of Palestinian attacks, par-
ticularly those suspected of in-
volvement in the killing of Is-
raeli Tourism Minister Rehavam
Zeevi last October. )

On Thursday the Palestinian
Authority arrested three sus-
pects in Zeevi’s assassination,
which avenged Israel’s killing of
a Palestinian militant leader
But Sharon said the men must be
extradited to stand trial in Israel
before Arafat’s confinement

relaxes Arafat

[Ty

Masked Palestinian gunmen crawl beneath a wire fence during a trainin

Arafat’s Fatah movement in Gaza Strip on Monday.

could end completely. ‘Palestin-
ian officials said allowing Arafat
to move within Ramallah was
not a concession as he had re-
cently moved inside the city un-
encumbered. “There won't be
any meetings with the Israelis
for the time heing, whether it’s
on the security level or the polit-
icallevel,” Nabil Abu Rdainah, a
senior Arafat aide, said. Ten-

sions were further strained after
soldiers fired at Korei’s armored
BMW as it neared a checkpoint
on Sunday evening.

He was unhurt and Peres tele-
phoned him to apologise. The
army said the soldiers fired
warning shots into the air when
a car approached the checkpoint
at speed and they feared it was
going to run them down. Israeli

—

siege

REUTERS
g exercise organised hy Yasser

.

troops have been jittery since
last week’s killing of six soldiers
at a checkpoint.

Israeli military sources said
troops shot dead a woman who
rushed at soldiers waving a
knife at a checkpoint near the
central West Bank town of
Tulkarm. She ignored warnings
to stop, they said.

Reuters
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By Kesava Menon

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) FEB. 24. The
Palestinian Authority President,
Mr. Yasser Arafat, has been re-
leased from confinement inside
his compound in Ramallah but
is still banned from leaving the
municipal limits of the West
Bank town.

Israeli and Palestinian securi-
ty officials have also agreed on
several measures to ease the
confrontation and these tenta-
tive measures appear to be still
on track despite several inci-
dents of violence over the week-
end. These recent
developments mark the most
recent up in what has been a
rapid roller-coaster ride in the
interaction between the two
sides over the past 16 months.

The decision to allow Mr.
Arafat to move outside his Ra-
mallah compound was taken
through a majority vote at a
meeting of Israel's security Cab-
inet today. Mr. Arafat had been
unable to move out of the com-
pound after Israel sent its tanks
to surround it from a few
hundred metres distance. Israel
was expected to move back its
tanks from the positions they
have been near the compound.

However, Mr. Arafat will need
to ask for and receive clearance
from Israel before he can leave
Ramallah. The leading Palesti-
nian negotiator, Saeeb Eerekat,

JOINING THE BANNER OF PEACE: A man carries a placard
calling for an Israeli withdrawal from Palestinian territories
during a rally of the left-wing Peace Now movement in front
of the office of the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, in
Jerusalem on Saturday. — AFP

who like his colleagues in the
Palestinian Authority, has been
infuriated over this prolonged
humiliation of their leader, has
described as “shameless” the
Israeli Cabinet’'s decision. Pal-
estinian security chiefs have al-
so decided to stay away from a
meeting, scheduled for later on
Sunday, with their Israeli coun-
terparts, in protest against the
decision.

Israel's decision to change
the conditions of Mr. Arafat’s

confinement from house arrest
to a form of “town arrest” is no
doubt deeply humiliating and
infuriating for the Palestinians.
But despite their statements
and shows of protest, the Pal-
estinian Authority seems to be
seriously working to ease the
situation. Mr. Arafat has or-
dered the arrest of three men
suspected of involvement in the
killing of the former Israeli Tou-
rism Minister, Revaham Ze'evi,
in October last year as also the
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Israel eases curbs on Arafa

arrest of a leading Palestinian
Authority official suspected of
involvement in an arms ship-
ment. These actions taken by
the Palestinian Authority were
cited in the Israeli Cabinet
meeting by those pressing for
easing the pressure on the Pal-
estinians. With Israel having
taken the decision on Mr. Arafat
today, it would appear that the
latest tentative search for an
easing of tensions is still on
track. Last Thursday, Israeli and
Palestinian Authority security
chiefs met and agreed on a
number of steps. From the Is-
raeli side this included a com-
mitment to not subject
Palestinian Authority security
installations to aerial bombard-
ment, to withdraw from territo-
ries that have been handed to
full Palestinian control and to
stop its policy of assassinating
wanted Palestinians.

The easing of road blocks
around Palestinian towns and
some other measures to make
travel easier during the on-go-
ing Eid holidays are also on the
cards.The Palestinian Authority
has committed to taking stron-
ger measures against militant
groups. Israel’s decision of Sun-
day seems to show that the sev-
eral incidents of violence during
the week-end has not, at least
thus far, led to the collapse of
this latest agreement.



JERUSALEM, FEB. 22. The Israeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
sought to rally a demoralised Is-
raeli public on Thursday by
promising to establish buffer
zones and barricades to sepa-
rate them from the Palestinians.

In a televised address, he of-
fered no concessions to Yasser
Arafat and pointedly ignored an
appeal the Palestinian leader
had made to militant groups
two hours earlier for an imme-
diate ceasefire to halt the
mounting violence. Instead, Mr
Sharon encouraged the Palesti-
nians to sack Mr Arafat in fa-
vour of a new leadership which
he said could bring them to a
similar level of prosperity as
that enjoyed by the Israelis.

The Prime Minister reiterated
his emphasis on security, but
assured Israelis that he would
not start a regional war. “We
have to remain cool. We cannot
be hasty,” he said.

The proposed buffer zones
are designed to stop Palesti-
nians infiltrating into Israel and
apparently into Jewish settle-
ments on the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. The speech followed
a new wave of Israeli reprisals,
in which seven Palestinians
were killed and a missile landed
in Mr Arafat’s compound in
Ramallah.

The speech had been trailed
as offering a “new approach” to
the 16 months of violence. Pal-
estinian spokesmen said Mr
Sharon had missed a chance to
extend a hand to Mr Arafat. Pal-
i Jerity officials said
offers no hope” and

Tsrael t0

v

icies would “destrdy the

was reddy for “painful conces-
sions” in the interests of peace,
but there would be no progress
before a complete halt to vio-
lence. In a clear sign that he
would not be negotiating with
Mr Arafat but looking for an al-
ternative leadership, he said: “I
will make every effort to talk to
those Palestinians we can talk to
reach a full cessation of
hostilities.”

Much of his speech was de-
voted to propping up the mo-
rale of the Israelis, dented by
successful Palestinian attacks
on the Israeli army. “Strident
voices are being heard from cer-
tain sectors of the population,
precisely during these times in
which we must be calm, bal-
anced and restrained,” he said.

In a clear warning to Mr Ara-
fat, the Israeli air force launched
a missile at dawn into the guest
hall of the Palestinian leader’s
compound, where he has been
confined by Israeli tanks since
mid-December.

Mr Arafat has used the hall
almost every day to address
crowds of supporters who come
to his compound. The blast
broke a window in Mr Arafat’s
office the other side of the cour-
tyard. Mr Arafat’s aides said he
was not scared by the missile
strike as he knew that the air
force could assassinate him at
any time.

Despite pressure from the Is-
raeli Right to “remove” Mr Ara-
fat, Mr Sharon has made clear

he has no intention of killing
him or destroying his seven-
year-old, self-rule Government.

The army also destroyed the
Palestinian radio and television
centre in Gaza City in an at-
tempt to silence Mr Arafat’s
media, though television con-
tinued to broadcast.

In a series of raids the army
attacked buildings used by the
Palestinian presidential guard
in the Gaza Strip and Ramallah,
as well as police posts in
Nablus.

Israeli soldiers shot dead a
Palestinian man in the West
Bank town of Hebron after Mr
Sharon’s speech. Shortly before
the missile hit Mr Arafat’s com-
pound, his security forces had

0 g 1
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rounded up three suspects in
the killing of an Israeli Cabinet
Minister, Rehavam Ze'evi, in
October. ‘

The arrests are a long-stand-
ing demand by Israel and one of
the conditions for releasing Mr
Arafat from his travel ban.

But the Government made
clear that it was still demanding
the arrest of one more member
of the alleged assassination
team, and that they all be held
in secure jails and brought to
justice.

“This is only part of the job,”
said Mr Sharon's spokesman,
Raanan Gissin, dismissing
hopes of a quick resolution of
the issue. — ©Telegraph Group
Limited, London, 2002

\

An Israeli walks in front of a concrete wall, painted with
scenes from the Bible, which protects the settiement of Gilo
on the outskirts of Jerusalem from Palestinian gunfire on

Friday. —

Reuters
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Israel hits Hamas target

Gaza, February 19

AN ISRAELI helicopter fired at
least one missile at an office of
the Islamic militant group
Hamas in the Jabalya refugee
camp in the Gaza Strip on Tues-
day, killing three people, Pales-
tinian security sources said.

One of the dead was a school-
girl passing outside the building
at the time of the strike, the se-
curity sources said, and the oth-
er two were inside the office that
served as a media center for
Hamas.

A Palestinian teen-ager was ‘

also wounded in the attack, hos-
pital sources said.

The army said in a statement
that it struck what it called a
Hamas command post in Jabalya
“in response to the recent wave
of murderous terror attacks”.

Earlier, Israeli tank shelling
killed three Palestinians at a
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip
wernight and the army shot

\ =ad a fourth near a Jewish set-
Jdement, Palestinian security
sources said.

Israeli military sources earli-
er said that troops also shot dead
a Palestinian near another Gaza
settlement. Palestinian witness-
es said troops killed two Pales-
tinians during a raid on a
refugee camp on the edge of the
West Bank city of Nablus.

The new bloodshed followed
Palestinian attacks which killed
four Israelis on Monday in a new
spasm of the violence that has
raged for nearly 17 months since
the Palestinians began an upris-
ing against Israeli occupation.

Hospital sources in the town
of Khan Younis in the southern
Gaza Strip said a 14-year-old girl,
a 37-year-old woman and a 19-
year-old man were killed when

e W

A Palestinian girl walks past a vehicle damaged during Israeli air strikes on Ramallah on Tuesday.

tank shells hit their homes on
Monday night in the Khan You-
nis refugee camp.

The bodies were discovered on
Tuesday morning.

Palestinian security sources
said troops shot dead a man near
a flour mill which they were us-
ing as a lookout post on the road
leading to the Netzer Hazani
Jewish settlement in southern
Gaza.

Israeli military sources said
troops had shot at a man after he
opened fire on them but could
not confirm he was killed.

™

But they confirmed troops
had killed another armed Pales-
tinian overnight near the settle-
ment of Morag, also in southern
Gaza.

Troops also killed two Pales-
tinians and wounded nine dur-
ing a gunfight early Tuesday
when the soldiers tried to enter
the Balata Palestinian refugee
camp on the outskirts of Nablus,
Palestinian hospital officials
said.

The army confirmed the gun-

fight near Balata and said troops
had hit a number of Palestinians

AP PHOTO

but did not know if any died.

The latest bloodshed pushed
the toll up to at least 858 Pales-
tinians and 267 Israelis killed
since the Palestinian uprising
began in September 2000 after
peace talks stalled.

Earlier on Monday, a Palestin-
ian militant killed an Israeli po-
liceman when he detonated ex-
plosives in his car near Maale
Adumim, a West Bank Jewish
settlement close to Jerusalem.
The Palestinian was killed by his

own bomb. )
F?el‘s
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three
towns

Beit Hanoun (Gaza Strip), Feb 13

ISRAELI TROOPS on Wednes-
day raided three Palestinian
towns and a refugee camp in the
most extensive military opera-
tion in the Gaza Strip in 16
months of fighting, launched in
reprisal for Palestinian rocket
fire on Israel.

Three Palestinian policemen
and a civilian were killed.

Tanks withdrew from two
towns and the refugee camp after
several hours, but troops set up
positions in the third town, Beit
Hanoun, pitching tents in a girls’
high school and the town square.
In heavy rain, dozens of children
threw stones at tanks and
burned tyres, drawing random
tank fire.

Israeli Cabinet Minister
Ephraim Sneh said soldiers
would remain in Palestinian-
controlled areas of Gaza for
days, until rocket factories had
been found, and that the military
would carry out more raids if
rocket fire persists. “This is a
threat we cannot tolerate,” Sneh,
an ex-general, told Israel Army
Radio.

The Israeli incursions came in
response to the firing of two
homemade rockets by the Islam-
ic militant group Hamas at
southern Israel on Sunday. The
rockets, called Qassam-2, landed
in open fields and caused no in-
juries. However, Israel is con-
cerned that the Qassam-2, which
has a range of three to five miles
and is very inaccurate, can reach
Israeli population centres.

The Palestinian police chief in
Gaza, Maj Gen. Abdel Razek Ma-
jaidie, asked Palestinians to re-
sist. “Israeli tanks, planes and
helicopters will not make us
kneel and will not bring peace
for them,” he said.

The Israeli operation began
around midnight on Tuesday,
when dozens of tanks and ar-
mored personnel carriers drove
into the towns of Beit Hanoun,
Beit Lahiya and Deir al-Balah, as
well as the Jebalya refugee camp.
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Arafat row with
-security chief

PALESTINIAN LEADER Yasser
Arafat raged against his West
Bank preventive security chief
colonel Jibril Rajoubin a
‘stormy’ meeting about
Palestinian mobs freeing Islamic
militants, a Palestinian official
said today. “Arafat expressed
extreme anger at Rajoub, repri-
manding him for not having pre-
vented the liberation of 17
detainees on Monday evening
from Hebron prison,” said the
official, who asked not to be
named. Some 300 people
swarmed into the central jail
and released 17 prisoners in the
southern West Bank town,

/

including local Islamic Jihad
leader Mohammed Sidr, who
Israel tried to kill in a botch
hit on December 10.

AFP, Ramallah |

j

In Deir al-Balah, three Pales-
tinian policemen were killed
when Israeli tanks shelled their
positions, Palestinian security
officials said. In Beit Lahiya and
the adjacent Jebalya camp, sol-
diers searched homes and arrest-
ed 11 suspected members of the
Hamas and Islamic Jihad groups.

The most massive operation
was launched against Beit Ha-
noun, a town of about 20,000
Palestinians in northern Gaza.

A 2l-year-old man, Samer
Hamad, was critically wounded
by Israeli tank fire while he
stood in a field near his house,
Palestinian doctors said. Hamad
was taken to a local clinic, but Is-
raeli troops barred ambulances
from transferring him to a hos-
pital in Gaza City, his relatives
said.

The wounded man was even-
tually taken by taxi on a side
road, but died before reaching
the hospital. The Israeli military
had no immediate comment.

Co AP



'Kgatami asks U.S.

«“to change poli

TEHERAN, FEB. 11. The Iranian
President, Mohammad Khata-
mi, called on the “immature
leaders” of the U.S. Govern-
ment today to “wake up” and
change its policy towards Iran,
amid heightened U.S. criticisms
of the Islamic republic.

“We hope to see American
leaders wake up and change
their policy on Iran,” Mr. Kha-

tami said in a speech to tens of

thousands of people gathered
to mark the 23rd anniversary of
the Islamic revolution. “The
best way of fighting the pres-
sures and threats of immature
leaders is your presence here,
your participation, in a word
the strengthening of democra-
cy,” Mr. Khatami told the
crowd.

The U.S. President, George
Bush and other officials have
hinted that Iran could be a tar-
get for attack in Washington’s
“war on terror”, accusing it of
“meddling” in neighbouring Af-
ghanistan, allowing members
of the former Afghan Taliban
regime and the Al-Qaeda terror
network to flee across the bor-
der, sponsoring terrorism and
developing weapons of mass
destruction.

PASSIONS AFLAME: Iranian

people bum effigies of "Uncle
Sam"” during an antiU.S. rally
in Teheran on Monday. — AP

Meanwhile, thousands of Ira-
nian Islamic militants paraded
in white shrouds here today to
demonstrate their willingness
to die in a war with the United
States.

The members of the hardline
bassiji militia were prominent
in a huge demonstration in
Teheran to mark the anniver-
sary of the revolution.
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. ASIA / SHARON HEADS TO U.S.

a4 \A

LONDON, FEB. 7. The Palestinian
President, Yasser Arafat today
said he hoped the U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush would
finish the work his father started
to try to bring peace to the Mid-
dle East.

Hours before Mr. Bush was to
meet the Israeli Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon at the White
House, Mr. Arafat told BBC ra-
dio he was happy to negotiate
with Israel, but insisted there
must be no new Jewish settle-
ments in the West Bank and no
expansion of existing ones.

“The main sponsors of the
peace process are the Ameri-
cans,” Mr. Arafat said. “It start-
ed with President Bush, the
father, with the (1991) Madrid
conference, and we hope that
President Bush, the son, will
complete the mission of his fa-
ther.” Israel met its Arab neigh-
bours for groundbreaking peace
talks launched in Madrid in
1991 when George Bush Senior
was U.S. President.

Mr. Sharon was expected to
urge Mr. Bush to cut all ties with
Mr. Arafat, whom Mr. Sharon
regularly blames for Palestinian
shooting and bombing attacks
during an uprising over the past
16 months against Israeli occu-
pation. Mr. Arafat said he was
doing all he could to halt suicide

NOT EVEN A PAUSE IN
VIOLENCE: Hagit Tene (55),
an lsraeli resident of the
Jewish settlement of Hamra
in the northem Jordan River
Valley, part of the West
Bank, pauses outside of a
house at the scene of the
late Wednesday's shooting
attack on Thursday.

bombings and shooting attacks
by Palestinians, but complained
of being cornered by a crippling
Israeli military blockade on the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Mr. Bush has not met the Pal-
estinian leader since becoming
U.S. President little more than a
year ago. He has expressed dis-
appointment with Mr. Arafat

over an alleged attempt by Iran
to ship weapons to Gaza. But
Washington has maintained
contacts with the Palestinian
leader and has signalled it will
do all it can to get the Israelis
and Palestinians to negotiate
peace again.

Meanwhile, Palestinian gun-
men killed four Israelis in a raid
on a Jewish settlement and Is-
raeli warplanes launched a re-
taliatory strike on a Palestinian
Authority building, wounding
11 persons.

An Israeli mother and her
daughter, who had been taken
hostage, were among the four
killed by the gunmen at the Jew-
ish Hamra settlement in the
West Bank’s Jordan Valley yes-
terday, Israeli radio and televi-
sion stations reported. They
said the incident apparently
ended when an elite army com-

m/

Arafat looks to Bush for peac

mando unit stormed a house !

and killed a Palestinian gun-
man, but troops were conduct-
ing a house-to-house search for
more assailants.

Israeli fighter planes fired two
missiles at the Palestinian Au-
thority’s main headquarters in
the West Bank city of Nablus in
retaliation for the killing, the Is-
raeli army said. Palestinian offi-
cials said 11 persons, mostly
policemen, were wounded.
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Isi raeli airstrike on Nablus

West Bank/Jerusalem, Feb 7

ISRAELI F-16s dropped three
bombs overnight on the head-
quarters of the Palestinian Gov-
ernor of Nablus in the West
Bank.

No information was immedi-
ately available on whether there
were any injuries from the air
raid, or how extensively the
building was damaged.

The overnight raid comes sev-
eral hours after a Palestinian
gunman went on a shooting
spree inside the Hamra Jewish
settlement in the West Bank,
which left three Israelis dead, in-
‘cluding a mother and her infant
son, and three others wounded.

The gunman, whose attack
was claimed by the Hamas mili-
tant group, was then hunted
down and shot dead by soldiers.
The F-16 strikes came very
shortly after the Israeli army de-
nied a report on the second Is-
raeli television channel of air
raids on Nablus.

“There was a large explosion
in Nablus, we don’t know what
caused it, but our planes did not
carry out any raid against tar-
gets in the city” an army
spokesman told. A palestinian
security source also told that
there had been explosion in a
factory on the eastern side of
Nablus while Israeli warplanes
had been circling overhead, but
said that there had been no ca-
sualties.

Meanwhile, Israel has extend-

- \
ed for §ix months the closure of
Orient House, the unoffidial
PLO headquarters in east
Jerusalem, which it occupied af-
ter a bloody suicide attack in Au-
gust, a statement said today.

Driver thwarts suicide raid

A bus driver thwarted a poten-
tial bomb attack when he alerted
Israeli police to a suspicious pas-
senger who had an explosives
belt strapped to his body. Police
said he was a Palestinian.

The bus was traveling from
Jerusalem to the nearby Jewish
West Bank settlement of Maale
Adumim when the driver spot-
ted the passenger. The driver

stopped at an Israeli border po- -

lice checkpoint at the outskirts
of Jerusalem and informed offi-
cers there of his suspicions, po-
lice spokesman Koby Zariyahu
said yesterday.

The Israeli Government com-
mended the bus driver for his
alertness, “The fact that carnage
was avoided does not mean that
we do not view the event with
the utmost gravity,” said Em-
manuel Nahshon, a spokesman
for the Israeli foreign ministry.

The man attacked a border po-
liceman who questioned him,
Zariyahu said, but was overpow-
ered by others who discovered
he was wearing an explosives
belt. He was then arrested, and
witnesses said the detainee was
beaten by border policemen.

Agencies

e

AFP PHOTO

Police walk aver the debris of the headquarters of the Palestinian
Governor of Nablus following an Israeli air raid.
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Iran, Iraq yield so

e

s on U.S. demand: v

LONDON, FEB. 6. Iran and Iraq,
twoof the three countries
named by the U.S. President,
George Bush as part of an “axis
of evil”, made conciliatory ges-
tures on Tuesday in an apparent
attempt to deflect-America’s
)

After days of hostlle rhetoric
from Iran, its Foreign Minister,
Kamal Kharazi, said Teheran
would deport any Al-Qaeda or
Taliban members who had fled
across the border from Afghan-
istan. “Instead of waging nega-
tive propaganda, the Americans
had better give us any informa-
tion they have so that we go af-
ter them and keep them out of
Iran,” said Mr. Kharazi. Mr.
Kharazi, a reformist close to the
President, Mohammad Khata-
mi, a moderate, appears to be
trying to regain the initiative
from hardliners who may have
been behind the attempt to
smuggle a shipload of arms to
the Palestinian Authority last
month.

Mr. Kharazi noted that Iran
had helped remove the Taliban
from power and supported the
new Western-backed adminis-
tration of Hamid Karzai. “It is
not logical for us to weaken a
government we have worked so
hard to bring about,” Mr. Kha-
razi said. Iraq offered to renew
“without preconditions” a dia-
logue with Kofi Annan, the
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral. But Baghdad did not say
whether it would comply with
Security Council demands that
it re-admit international weap-
ons inspectors.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Alexander Yako-

venko, welcomed Iraq’s [move
as a potential turning point.
“We believe a rapid new start to |
the talks offers a real chance to
resolve the situation concerning
this country, and give a new
positive impulse to finding a
mutually satisfactory settle-
ment to the Iraqi problem,” he
said.

But Colin Powell, U.S. Secre-
tary of State, responded with
suspicion. “There is reporting
this morning that the Iraqi re-
gime has asked the U.N. to have
a discussion,” he said.

“It should be a very short dis-
cussion. The inspectors have to
go back in, under our terms, un-
der no one else’s terms, under
the terms of the Security Coun-
cil resolution. The burden is on
this evil regime to demonstrate
to the world that they are not
doing the kinds of things that
we suspect them of.”

Mr. Bush said last week that
America would not stand by
while Iran, Iraq and North Ko-
rea — the “axis of evil” — arm
themselves with weapons of
mass destruction and the mis-
siles to carry them thousands of
miles.

Mr. Powell said the countries
“are deserving of this kind of
designation, but it does not
mean that we are ready to in-
vade anyone or that we are not
willing to engage in dialogue,
quite the contrary”.

Iraq has stepped up its efforts
to find allies as hardliners in
Washington have argued that it
should be the next military tar-
get after the war in Afghanistan.
— ©Telegraph Group Limited,
London, 2002 P
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MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JAN. 31. The
Iranian leadership, shedding the
tensions between reformers and
conservatives for the moment,
lashed out at the U.S. President,
George W. Bush’s State of the
Union address, especially that part
of it which included Iran in an “ax-
is of evil”.

Mr. Bush’s surprisingly harsh
statement on Iran and the expect-
edly strong backlash from it seems
to have put an end to whatever de-
gree of rapprochement that had
developed on account of their
common approach to the Taliban.
The prospects opened up by the
internal changes in Afghanistan
have obviously revived the compe-
tition between Iran and the U.S.
for dominance in Central Asia.

While the Iranian President, Ho-
jatolesslam Syed Mohammed Kha-
tami, described Mr. Bush’s
statements in respect of his coun-
try as “bellicose and insulting”’, the
former President, Ayatollah Ali Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani, has
called on the Muslim world to stop
selling oil to the U.S.. The Foreign
Minister, Kamal Kharazi, is report-
ed to have cancelled a planned trip
to New York. Mr. Kharazi has,
somewhat intriguingly, described
the statement as interference in
Iran's internal affairs and the gen-
eral refrain was that Mr. Bush was
trying to divert attention from Is-
rael's = actions against the
Palestinians.

The U.S. Defence Secretary, Do-
nald Rumsfeld’s statement on
Wednesday appears to show that
Washington is not as displeased
with Iranian action on the Palesti-
nian front as it is with Teheran's
actions in Afghanistan. Following
up on a host of news reports, com-
mentaries and official statements
critical of Iran's growing influence
in western Afghanistan, Mr. Rums-
feld has said that Iran appeared to
be strengthening centrifugal forces
in Afghanistan instead of working
for cohesion in that country.
Washington could most certainly
not have been as naive as to think
that Iran would be indifferent to
developments just across its east-
ern borders or that it would not
use the influence it has over peo-
ple who share their culture in Her-
at and other Afghan centres.

It was inevitable that others
would rush to fill the vacuum that
developed with the collapse of the
power structure represented by
the Taliban. While the U.S. might
feel that it has some kind of a prior
entitlement to exploit all the possi-

/‘ .
-~ Bush speech bellicose,
insulting: Iran -1~

bilities, primarily the afcess to
Central Asia, that have\opened
with the collapse of the [Taliban,
Iran has no reason to feel partic-
ularly deferential, especially since
its opposition to the Taliban was of
older vintage than that of the U.S.
and since it too feels that Central
Asia belongs to its sphere of influ-
ence. Given these longer term in-
terests, it was perhaps inevitable
that the working relationship that
had lasted through the military
campaign against the Taliban and
through the intra-Afghan talks
held in Bonn, would have come to
an end.
AFP, PTI report:

The Iraqgi Vice-President, Taha
Yassin Ramadan, rejected Mr.
Bush’s charge that Iraq was a ter-
rorist state as “stupid and inde-
cent” and stood firm that Baghdad
would not accept a return of U.N.
arms inspectors.

“The remarks of President Bush
are stupid and indecent,” Mr. Ra-
madan said. “It is not right for a
President who is supposed to be
leader of the greatest country to
accuse this or that state of being a
source of evil,” he said.

China on Thursday condemned
Mr. Bush’s usage of the term “axis
of evil” to describe Iraq, Iran and
North Korea, but welcomed his re-
solve to step up cooperation with
Beijing to maintain regional and
world peace and stability.

“The Chinese side does not fa-
vour the use of such terms in in-
ternational relations,” a Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman said.

WASHINGTON: Bush niece held
on drug charge: The U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush’s niece, No-
elle Bush, was arrested at a
pharmacy drive-through window
in Tallahassee on charges of trying
to buy the anti-anxiety drug Xanax
with a fraudulent prescription.

Authorities told media that No-
elle Bush, daughter of the Florida
Governor, Jeb Bush, apparently
posed as a doctor and called in the
phoney prescription after suffering
a panic attack.

She was supposed to start a new
job at a software company, Infinity
Software, as an administrative as-
sistant. She was jailed and released
pending a Jan. 31 arraignment. If
convicted, she could get up to five
years in prison and a $ 5,000.

Mr. Jeb Bush and his wife, Co-
lumbia, issued a statement saying
they are deeply saddened by the
incident involving their only
daughter. — PTI
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 TEHERAN/VIENNA,  Jan.
29— As Israeli tanks mounted
an incursion into Palestinian au-
tonomous territory near Bethle-
hem, Iran’s President Moham-
mad Khafami and UN Secretary
General Mr Kofi Annan voiced
support for Mr Yasser Arafat.
Mohammad Khatami, while
condemning terrorism, praised
Intifgda (uprising) in Palestine.
Mr Annan, in an indirect appeal
to Israel, today urged an end to
the “virtual house arrest” im-
posed on Mr Arafat as a first
step toward ending West Asia vi-

olence. A Palestinian security .

source said today Israeli forces,

led by three tanks,#penetrated
some 500 metresinto the village
of Irtas.

UN back Arafat.”
\ (o w B

L In the same tegion, but in a

village overlapping an Israeli-
controlled zone, the army arres-
ted six members of the Palestini-
an security force.

The Tsraeli army said that an
Islamic Jihad official and two
other Palestinians had been ar-
rested in the Bethlehem area
overnight. “The Intifada of the
oppressed and suppressed Pales-
tinian nation is neither violence
nor terrorism but an act to con-
front these two phenomena ...
therefore it should be praised
and fully supported,” President
Khatami said in Teheran.

“All international and especial-
ly Islamic bodies should not only
decisively condemn the latest
Zionist aggressions but start wide-
spread sanctions against Israel
and further call for a war crimes

tribunal against its leaders.”

He called for the return of all
Palestinian refuges to their
homeland, the holding of a refer-
endum on the political future of
Palestine with the participation
of Muslims, Jews and Christians,
and making Jerusalem the future
capital of a sovereign Palestinian
state. “Mr Arafat is being asked
to stop the violence ... to lead,”
he told reporters. Nevertheless,
the Palestinian leader and aides
“ate so much under pressure
that I really don’t see how he can
deliver what the international
community wants him to do”.

Mr Annan backed Mr Arafat,
suggesting that no peace initia-
tives could be expected from the
Palestinians when their leader

“is weakened fo the point of im-
potence”. /
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GAZA CITY/ JERUSALEM, Jan. 28. —
Palestinian leader Mr Yasser Arafat sent an

rges France Turke to mediate

“urgent” message today to the leaders of §# .

France and Turkey, urging them to intervene
for an end to Israel’s siege of Palestinians
towns, the official WAFA agency reported.
Mr Arafat sent messages to French
President Mr Jacques Chirac as well as

" Turkish President Mr Ahmed Necdet Sezer §

and Prime Minister Mr Bulent Ecevit.

The Palestinian leader, who has been
diplomatically alienated by the USA over the
past few days, also received a message of
support for the right of the -Palestinian
people by Chinese President Mr Jiang
Zemin.

In the Ramat Gan suburb of Tel- Aviv, a |

Palestinian was shot dead today after run-
ning down and injuring an Israeli soldier and
a policeman, police and army said.

The Palestinian came from the West Bank
city of Qalgilya, which is very close to the
pre-1967 border with Isracl. He drove
through an Israeli army checkpoint, knock-
ing down a soldier; causing him moderate in-
juries, the army spokesman’s office said.

The Palestinian, who was driving a Subaru
with Palestinian Authority license plates esca-

Policemen guard the body of a Palestinian shot at Ramat Gan near Tel-Aviv on Monday. — AP/PTI

ped and drove into nearby Israeli city of Pe-
tah-Tikva, where it collided with a Volvo.
When the two occupants of the Volvo got out
to inspect the damage, the Palestinian jumped
into their car and escaped with it.

7
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In Ramat Gan, the Volvo knocked down a
policeman, dragging him for a few yards be-
fore driving off through the morning traffic,

police spokesman MyAvneri told

reporters.



Palestinian-U.S. @
‘ties hit new low’, ”

with war of words

JERUSALEM: Relations between
the U.S. and Palestine hit a new low
on Sunday after President George
W Bush’s scathing criticism of
Yasser Arafat, while Israel watched
with satisfaction and tightened the
noose around the Palestinian
leader.

Trapped in his Ramallah head-
quarters for almost two months
and more isolated than ever after
Bush said he was “very disappoint-
ed” with him,. Arafat urged
Washington to stop taking Israel’s
side in the blistering 16-month
Palestinian uprising or intifada.

“We demand they stop judging
the situation in the temtorles
based on their relationship §
with the Israelis,” Arafat
told the Qatari-based news :
channel Al-Jazeera.

The Hebrew-language
daily Maariv for its part
reported on Sunday that
US envoy Anthony Zinni
dubbed the Palestinian
Authority “the mafia” and
its leader Yasser Arafat

Thousands of Palestinians rallied
across the weekend in a show of
support for their leader, while chief
Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat
said that Bush’s comments were
“unacceptable.”

At the same time, Sharon, while
riding high on US backing, faced
stinging criticism from Israeli
peace activists, 1,000 of whom held
sit-ins in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem
accusing the right-winger of lead-
ing the country to disaster.

Slogans condemning the tit-for-
tat spiral of “Israeli liquidations
and Palestinian suicide attacks”
were chanted during the protest,
lled for by the Israeli rights
roup Peace Now. “We do
ot want to kill or be
illed for the (Jewish) set-
- tlement” of the
: Palestinian territories, the
. demonstrators said.
Meanwhile, violence
ontinued on the ground,
with a Palestinian civilian
dead late
aturday while trying to

“the Godfather” skirt an Israeli
at a private roadblock near
dinner in oy L, . Ramallah in the
Washington While Israel voiced its West Bank.
over the week- . . The  Israeli
end. satisfaction that Bush army also fired

But he did not four  rockets

stint on compli-
ments for Israeli
Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon, a

had backed its tough
attitude to Arafat, the
Arab world warned of

Saturday _night
on the Pales-
tinian town of
Beit Hanun in

former general the northern
like the US Gaza Strip, Pa-
envoy, whom he the dangers Of lestinian securi-
affectionately 1 ; ty sources said.
termed “daddy WaShlngton’ the main In a separate
bear,” Maariv  mediator in the West incident, Israeli
said. . tanks opened

While Israel Asia peace process, fire from the
voiced its . Jewish settle-
satisfaction that  leaning toward one  ment of Gadid
Bush had . ‘near the auto-
backed its tough side nomous town of
attitude to Khan Yunis in
Arafat, the Arab the  southern
world warned of Gaza Strip,
the dangers of Washmgton the sources from  both sides

main mediator in the West Asia
peace process, leaning toward one
side.

“The Israeli government is con-
tinuing its aggression, which unfor-
tunately is getting the support and
consolidation” of the Americans,
said Arab League Secretary
General Amr Mussa. Washington
has rebuffed Palestinian pleas to
send Zinni back to the region to
help relaunch the peace process.

said without reporting any in-
juries.

An Israeli military spokesman
said the tanks opened fire “towards
two suspects” approaching the set-
tlement’s electric fence.

But the Israeli army said it had
lifted two roadblocks established
Friday on the main north-south
road through the Gaza Strip, which
had effectively cut the temtory
into three. @arp) /
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WEST ASIA / U.S. TO SNAP TIES WITH ARAFAT?

Israel pounds targets «*

JERUSALEM, JAN. 26. Israeli fighter
planes pounded Palestinian secu-
rity targets in Gaza City and the
West Bank town of Tulkarem,
hours after a Palestinian suicide
bomber blew himself up and in-
jured several in Tel Aviv yester-
day.

The F-16 fighters last night tar-
geted a seaside compound in Ga-
za housing the offices of the
Palestinian Authority chief, Yasser
Arafat, his elite bodyguard Force
17 and the Palestinian naval po-
lice, reports from Gaza said. Is-
raeli missiles also struck the main
government office building in
Tulkarem, which was hit in an at-
tack last week.

Israeli defence sources said the
strikes were in response to yester-
day’s suicide bomb attack in Tel
Aviv. They said the bomber had
come from Tulkarem to carry out

the attack. There were no imme-

diate reports of casualties in the
Israeli reprisal but Palestinian
medical officers said at least two
persons were wounded.

The latest round of violence
came as the U.S. President, Ge-
orge Bush said he was disappoint-
ed with Mr. Arafat for

in Gaza, Tulkarem

“enhancing” violence. Washing-
ton indicated that it might con-
sider snapping ties with Mr.
Arafat for his failure to stop the
string of suicide attacks and over
a recent Iranian arms shipment
that Israel and the U.S. say was
meant for Palestinians.

A Palestinian official in Tulka-
rem alleged that the Israeli Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon was to be
blamed for the violence in the re-
gion. “His Government is a terror-
ist Government,” he official told
CNN, adding “we will never sur-
render.” .

Israeli government officials ap-
pearing on television and radio
accused Mr. Arafat of having a
hand in the suicide bombing. The
Palestinian leader had done noth-
ing to stop militants who were
striking Israeli civilians, they said.

“They (the Palestinians) are
wielding a coalition of terror,
where there is no difference be-
tween Arafat and his forces, and
the other radical elements,” Mr.
Sharon’s adviser, Danny Ayalon
said.

Another senior official said yes-
terday’s suicide attack was part of
a “deliberate policy of terrorism”

Palestinian security officers examine a destroyed underground
military garage in the Gaza Strip on Saturday. — AP

and said the people of Israel
would not tolerate such activities.
The Palestinian Authority con-
demned the attack in Tel Aviv but
said Israel’s targeting of Palesti-
nians hindered Palestinian efforts
to clamp down on militants.
The suicide attack came a day

ne)
W)”\U

2|\

after Israel killed a Hamas activist,
Bakr Hamadan who, it said, was
personally responsible for dozens
of terrorist attacks against Israeli
civilians and soldiers in Gaza.

Hamas had vowed to aveng
Hamadan'’s killing. — PTI

Eyeball to eyeball on the Golan

By K. V. Krishnaswamy .
GOLAN HEIGHTS JAN. 26. Will the next war in West
Asia, the region’s fourth, begin across this
tense, inhospitable terrain where Israel shares
borders with Syria to the east and Lebanon to
the west?

The surface calm that greeted a party of Indi-
an journalists on Mt. Hermon belied the under-
lying tension as the armies of Syria and Israel
are in too close a confrontation for comfort. Up
to 11 Syrian divisions backed by 4,000 to 5,000
tanks face two Israeli divisions plus two in the
reserve. The Israelis have the enormous advan-
tage of the Heights, captured during the 1967
war.

When you peer down into the Syrian valley
from the wellstocked, snowclad bunkers, you
understand the Israeli military’s reluctance to
give up the Heights. From the summit, the Syr-
ians are sitting ducks. However, but for the oc-
casional firing, the border has remained quiet
for two decades and more. The young Israeli
soldiers serving at the outpost, men and wom-
en, seemed upbeat and unhurried.

As the afternoon sun was slowly melting the
snow, turning the pathways somewhat treach-
erous to the uninitiated, there was the odd
group of soldiers taking time off in a place ap-
propriately christened Kafe Annan, meaning
coffee in the cloud.

But the military at this far away outpost is
fully aware that if the confrontation with the
Palestinians nearer home escalates — the daily
suicide bombings and retaliatory strikes hit Tel
aviv today — the Sharon government will not
hesitate to take on Syria across this border.

Government spokesmen have repeatedly
stressed that if Israel is attacked from the Leba-
nese side they will hold Damascus responsible,
accusing it of playing its proxy war through a
puppet regime in Beirut.

Two days ago Israeli troops and tanks hit
back at a Lebanese border village on the ground
that a hail of stones and bullets had been hur-
led at a kibbutz from across. In a situation of
such intense enmity and hatred, it will not be

HEIGHTS OF TENSION: Ghanailan soldlers of the U.N. Peace-keeping Force across the
fence on the Lebanese side of the border with Israel.

difficult to invent excuses for the trigger happy
regime in Jerusalem.

As we drove up along the sea of Galilee,
which the Israelis call the kinneret and which is
in fact a clean water lake, we could see the
strategic parity that the topography gives by
creating defensible borders. The natural bar-
riers provided by the river systems in the south
which are impassable for armoured vehicles
and the defence line formed by the range of
hills from Hermon to Mt. a-saki in the north
explains the thin presense of troops on this vital
boundary: a few outposts and relatively small
number of troops can secure the front.

That the Syrian capital, Damascus, is hardly
60 km from the Heights adds to the strategic
depth. Across the hills to the west lies the bor-
der with Lebanon, more lively and more trou-
blesome for the Israelis who withdraw from
southern Lebanon in an action more than a
year ago that surprised all neighbours around.
The Israeli-Lebanese border is marked by long
stretches of electrified barbed wire fencing and
guarded on the other side by peace soldiers
from the United Nations. Along the fence runs a
border road used by Israeli patrols to keep out
Lebanese who often try to sneak in to attack
inhabitants in nearby villages. At one such out-
post manned by Ghanaian soldiers of the U.N,,
we saw groups of Lebanese youth shouting
abuses across at the Israeli troops.Spokesmén
of the Israeli Defence Force insisted that the
Iranian backed guerilla group, the Hizbollah,
operated in the border regions, often launching
daring raids into Israeli villages.

In a region which has seen so much violence
in the past half a century and which has so
much ift common, it was difficult to see where
truth and justice lay. One fact emerged clearly:
to convince the Israelis to give up the Golan
Heights they seized during the 1967 war will be
no easy task for any government in Jerusalem.
Certainly for the war mongering Ariel Sharon
government, not hesitating to use helicopter
gunships and tanks against Palestinian civilians
and emboldened by the American reaction to

sept 11, this will be the last option. /
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WEST ASIA / FATAH FACTION CLAIMS RESPONSIBLITY
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JERUSALEM, JAN. 23. Two Israeli
women died early today of their
wounds after being shot by a Pal-
estinian gunman in the centre of
west Jerusalem the day before, a
hospital source said.

The unidentified women, aged
78 and 56, were critically wound-
ed when the gunman appeared
during afternoon rush hour on
west Jerusalem’s main shopping
thoroughfare, Jaffa Road, spray-
ing shoppers and workers with
bullets and wounding a total of 39
persons. Their deaths bring to
1,157 the number of the people
killed since the start of the 16-
month intifada or Palestinian up-
rising, including 885 Palestinians
and 250 Israelis.

A spokesman for Haddassah
Ein Kerem hospital said 14 of the
injured were still hospitalised,
two in serious condition. Police,
who maintain a heavy presence in
the frequently attacked city cen-
tre, shot the gunman dead. The
attack occurred half way between
the Sbarro pizzeria, where 15 per-
sons were killed in an August sui-
cide bombing, and the entrance
to the Ben Yehuda pedestrian
mall, where two young suicide
bombers killed 11 persons in De-
cember.

The assailant was a 24-year-old
member of Al-Agsa Martyrs Bri-
gades, an armed offshoot of Yass-
er Arafat’s Fatah faction, a caller
claiming to represent the group
told AFP in Nablus by telephone.
The shooting spree came shortly
after the Islamic radical group
Hamas threatened “total war” on
the Jewish State for killing four of
its militants in a dawn raid in the
West Bank's main town of Nablus.

The United States today called

«* Man goes on shooting "
spree in W. Jerusalem*"

An Israeli policeman helps a woman at the site where a
single gunman opened fire in a crowded shopping district of
Jerusalem on Tuesday wounding at least 14 people before
being shot dead. _ AFP

on Mr. Arafat to do more to crack
down on extremists, after a gun-
man went on the rampage in Jeru-
salem. “We absolutely condemn
this terrorist attack,” the State De-
partment spokesman, Richard
Boucher said. “There’s no justifi-
cation for these kinds of attacks,
they only kill innocent people.
Once again, we call upon Chair-
man Arafat to take immediate and
effective steps to end attacks such
as these and bring those respon-
sible to justice.”

The attack came just hours af-
ter the radical Islamic Hamas
vowed “total war” against Israel in
revenge for the killing by the Is-
raeli army of four of its members
in the West Bank town of Nablus

earlier today.

Meanwhile, the Egyptian Presi-
dent, Hosni Mubarak has warned
Israel against trying to leave Pal-
estinian leader Yasser Arafat out
of a West Asia peace equation. He
said the Palestinian problem can-
not be resolved without Mr. Ara-
fat, Mr. Mubarak told Chinese
reporters before leaving for an of-
ficial visit to China. “This will not
happen,” Mr. Mubarak said in the
comments which were cited by
Egypt’s State MENA agency.

Mr. Arafat has been surround-
ed by tanks and under virtual
house arrest at his office in the
West Bank city of Ramallah since
a series of deadly attacks by mil-
itant groups in December. — AFP

undreds of

NKAMIRA REFUGEE CAMP, JAN. 23. As
aid groups struggled on Tuesday
to deliver aid to the Congolese
town of Goma, attention shifted
to hundreds - possibly thousands
- of children separated from their
families after last week’s eruption
of Mt Nyiragongo.

Terrified. and alone, Miriam
Marta, 11, was one of the last peo-
ple to leave Goma alive, fleeing
just before her house was en-
gulfed by lava.

She had been sent by her moth-
er to pay a bill on the other side of
the town, but as she headed
home, red-hot rivers of lava were
silently seeping through the
outskirts.

Tens of thousands of people
ran from their homes in her direc-
tion. Bewildered, Miriam forced
her frail figure through the tide of
humanity.

“I was pushing though peaple
for a long, long time,” she said,
shivering as mist enveloped the
refugee camp high on a Rwandan
hill which is now her home. “I

Expert saw
eruption coming

MOUNT NYIRAGONGO, JAN. 23. Press-
ing his face against the helicopter
window on Tuesday for the best
possible view of Mt Nyiragongo's
smoking summit, the local vul-
canologist, Dieudonne Wafula,
was too well-mannered to gloat.

After years of trekking up and
down the volcano, dodging mur-
derous Hutu rebel fighters to
measure seismic activity and re-
cord his findings, Mr. Wafula pre-
dicted last week's eruption
perfectly.

“We can expect an eruption in
the very near future,” he wrote in
a report dated January 8. — ©Te-
legraph Group Limited, London,
2002




BY KESAVA MENON

MANAMA (BAHRAIN) JAN. 22. The
radical Palestinian Islamic group
declared “total war” on Israel af-
ter four of its members were killed
in the West Bank town of Nablus
during an incursion by the Israeli
military.

Israel has claimed that two of
those killed today in a raid on a
“bomb-making factory” were
men involved in two previous sui-
cide-bombing missions. But this
claim and Israel’'s earlier with-
drawal from the town of Tulka-
rem has not mollified Palestinian
anger. With the raid in Nablus fol-
lowing so closely on the heels of
the entry by Israeli forces into
Tulkarem it appeared that Israel
has embarked on a new policy in
respect of terrorism emanating
from the Palestinian territories.
They are apparently no longer
waiting for the Palestinian Au-
thority and its security forces to
arrest wanted militants but seem
to have decided to take the task
on themselves.

Even without statements in so
many words, it would appear that
the Israeli Government is imple-
menting measures ensuing from

%
Hamas declares total
war on Isra

UNDER THE SHADOW OF
THE GUN: A Palestinian boy
pauses as gunmen stand
during the funeral procession
of Palestinian police officers
killed by Israeli forces on
Monday, in the West Bank
town of Ramallah on
Tuesday. — AP

its perception that the Palestinian
Authority is no longer relevant. A
rejection by Israel of the Palesti-
nian Authority as any kind of a
partner could lead to further
complications.

Even as the Israeli military was
conducting its raid in one part of

Nablus a créwd gathered outside
anotheefacility controlled by the

\

el "

Palestinian Authority in the same
town and obtained the release of
a senior Hamas functionary. The
prestige and power of the Palesti-
nian Authority and its President,
Yasser Arafat is once again being
assailed on both sides.

AFP reports from Jerusalem:

An Israeli military spokesman
announced at dawn today that
the army was withdrawing from
the city of Tulkarem in the north
of the West Bank after having re-
occupied it for 24 hours.

The Governor, Ezzedin al-
Sheikh told AFP however that he
had seen no signs of an Israeli
withdrawal. The Israeli army chief
of staff, Gen. Shaul Mofaz, said
yesterday that the army did not
want to “permanently occupy”
Tulkarem. “We don’t want to re-
conquer Tulkarem...we shall con-
tinue during the night to look for
arms and terrorists,” Gen. Mofaz
said, adding that when the night
was through, his office would ex-
amine the situation to decide how
long the troops who had moved in
at dawn yesterday would stay
there. It was the first time since
self-rule began in 1994 that Israeli
forces had totally reoccupied a
Palestinian town.
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Israel troops
raid city in

West Bapk

Tulkarm (West Bank) Jan 21 @

ISRAELI TROOPS and tanks
rolled into the Palestinian-
ruled city of Tulkarm in the
early hours of today in an
apparent fresh reprisal for a
deadly Palestinian shooting
attack, killing at least one per-
son.

The raid in the West Bank city
was a further blow to US efforts
to cement a truce between the
sides and was likely to foment
new tensions already at high
pitch since the Palestinian gun-
man’s rampage killed six peo-
ple in northern Israel last
week.

Several dozen Israeli tanks
thrust deep into the West Bank
city and troops searched hous-
es, detaining several Palestini-
ans, Palestinian security
sources and witnesses said.
There was no immediate com-
ment from the Israeli army.

Witnesses said the entry of
the forces did not meet with
major resistance by local gun-
men and Israeli soldiers in
jeeps declared a curfew in the
city over loudspeakers.

Tulkarm has been a focal
point of the renewed violence
in the last week since the
killing of a gunman in a bomb
blast. The gunman'’s group, the
Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigades
which is linked to Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat’s Fatah
faction, blamed the killing on
Israel and said it carried out
the subsequent shooting attack
at a Jewish celebration in the
northern Israeli city of Hadera
to avenge his death.

Israeli warplanes struck and
demolished a Palestinian police
building in Tulkarm on Friday
in the wake of the shooting
spree. Israel has made frequent

incursions into Pales nian-
ruled territory to search for
militants in a nearly 16-month-
old Palestinian uprising
against occupation.

Since the Hadera shooting,
Israel also tightened a ring of
tanks on roads leading to
Arafat’s headquarters in the
West Bank city of Ramallah,
sparking gun battles ahd street
protests.

Israel had left Arafat strand-
ed in Ramallah last month and
destroyed his helicopters after
a wave of Palestinian suicide
bombings. On Saturday Israeli
troops blew up the Voice of
Palestine headquarters build-
ing in the city.

“How can this be tolerated by
the international community?”
Arafat said in an interview
with Newsweek, speaking
about the tanks stationed less
than 100 metres from
offices.

The Palestinian leader
declared a ceasefire on Decem-
ber 16 under intense interna-
tional pressure, but that
attempt to end the fighting has
since dissolved after a nearly
one-month lull.

“We haven’t been able to get
this moving on track because of
the continued violence,” Powell
said on Sunday, referring to
mediation efforts for a truce-to-
peacemaking plan led by US
peace envoy Anthony Zinni.

“General Zinni has been to
the region twice and I hope he
will be able to go back again
when conditions permit him to.”

‘Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon has said Arafat will be
confined in Ramallah until he
arrests Palestinian militants
suspected of assassinating ar
Israeli minister in October.

Reuter:
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Arafat

to be released

Jerusalem/ Ramallah, Jan 8

ISRAEL SAYS it will release doc-
uments later this week proving
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat was directly responsible
for a weapons cache seized on a
captured ship.

Arafat, whose aides have
denied he or his Palestinian
Authority were involved, ordered
an internal investigation into the
incident late on Monday. He said
any Palestinians found to be
complicit would be punished.

Israeli-Palestinian recrimina-
tions over the issue have dealt a
blow to US-European peace
efforts to build on the relative
calm that has prevailed since
mid-December.

Israel said commandos found
50 tonnes of mostly Iranian-sup-
plied weapons when they seized
the ship in the Red Sea on Thurs-
day. It said the arms, valued at
more than $100 million, were des-
tined for the Gaza Strip.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon has accused Arafat of
ordering the arms purchase, but
Palestinian officials say Israel
contrived the incident to under-
mine a US mission aimed at end-
ing more than 15 months of
bloodshed.

Iraq, which has denied involve-
ment, condemned the seizure of
the ship as an act of piracy, Iraqi
newspapers said on Tuesday.

Israeli officials said they had
documents proving Arafat’s
involvement in arranging the
shipment, which included long-
range Katyusha rockets, but gave
few details of what was in the
documents.

. “We have all the evidence,
including the documents, that
leads directly to Arafat and the
Palestinian Authority,” Daniel
Ayalon, Sharon’s foreign policy
adviser, said.

US State Department spokes-
man Richard Boucher declined
to take sides in the dispute on
Monday, saying: “The State
Department wants to know the
facts before we start speculating
and drawing grand conclusions.”

VIRGIN VIDEOS TOO
HOT FOR BEIRUT

SOME LIKE IT HOT - but not in
Lebanon, thank you. Its security
forces have confiscated the {950s
comedy classic from the Virgin
Megastore in Beirut, along with
600 other videos, including
The Nutty Professor, The Great
Escape, Superman, and all Stanley
Kubrick’s films.

The Shreté Généralg, which is in
charge of censorship, said they
were smuggled goods and contained
material which “slandered religion
and public decency and contra-
vened the ban against Israel”. Three
unidentified music CDs were also
confiscated, on the grounds that
their words “encouraged young peo-
ple to commit suicide”. “The raid
was conducted as if there were dan-
gerous criminals inside,” a store
spokesman said. Sir Richard
Branson, who opened the shop in
July, has written protest letters to
Prime Minister, Rafiq al-Hariri, and
President Emile Lahoud. In Lebanon
it is far from clear what is allowed
and what is not. Films featuring
Frank Sinatra, Elizabeth Taylor or
Paul Newman are banned, because
of their alleged Israeli sympathies.

The Guardian, Beirut

Palestinian Information Min-
ister Yasser Abed Rabbo said the
investigation would be conduct-
ed by a team of generals.

Captain admits smuggling role

The ship’ Palestinian captain
told reporters in the Israeli jail
where he was being held that'a
Palestinian Authority official
had given him his orders for the
arms shipment, but said he
doubted top Palestinian leaders
were involved.

The Palestinian Authority
said Israel was “magnifying the
incident” to avoid honouring a
ceasefire. Israeli sources said not
a single violent incident was
reported against Israelis during
Monday in the West Bank.

Reuters
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A\ A brave man,

Mohammed Khataml battles the cIergy

he power struggle between the reformists and the

conservatives in Iran is on with no final resolution in sight.
The latest confrontation involved the jailing of a reformist
MP who had been a bit too outspoken against the clergy-
dominated judiciary. The speaker of parliament refused to
conduct business and the reformist MPs, an overwhelming
majority in the current Majlis, walked out in protest, thus
bringing about a constitutional crisis. It is a testimony to the
level-of pressure that the reformist can now apply on the
clergy that the Supreme Revolutionary Leader Ayatollah
Khamenei decided to grant the jailed MP a pardon and end
the matter. The judiciary is a key to the resolution of the
political impasse in which Iran finds itself, where a president,
with an 80 per cent franchise, is unable to translate his vision
into reality. The law is sharia, the political vision is provided
by the hardliners of Qom, headquarters of the Shia clergy,
and its representatives on the Guardians Council which okays
legislation before it can become law. People are hanged in
public or flogged for violating the dress code, drunkenness,
selling “sinful” CDs or harassing women. Besides which, the
judiciary has closed down almost all the liberal newspapers
and magazines that accompanied the first flowering of the
Khatami revolution. Fortunately for Iran, Khatami knows
which side he is on. He said why he thought flogging was
absurd: “In a society in which there is discrimination, poverty
and graft, you cannot expect youngsters not to break the law
and stay the right course..with tough punishments you
cannot remove social corruption.”

The response to this gives us a measure of the irrational
fount of conservatism Khatami and his men are battling:
“What are these clownish words, you are destroying religion,
chailenging God’s edicts. You think you can say anything just
because you got the people’s votes?” Two distinct ideologies
confront each other here: one that believes in human
endeavour and another that believes mullahs are agents of
Allabh’s will. Question: where would Khomeini have been
without the street which brought the Shah down? The
reformists understand this and are, therefore, very logically,
demanding that the constitution should prevail over all other
forms of authority. With indisputable popular backing, it’s a
question of nerves and time.

Apart from the fact that roughly 80 per cent of al} Iranians
detest these punishments, there is the problem that almost
nothing gets done in Iran because they can’t get any money
from foreign banks because of the US sanctions. Khatami
wants desperately to improve relations with the United
States, but is held in check by everybody knows who. The gas
pipeline project, to which India was a party, got shelved
because of this. Things are not as bad as they were under the
Taliban, but there is no, or very little, progress on the
economy. All this is beginning to tell on the ground, the
clerics better wake up before it is too late. They should take
their lessons from Afghanistan,

. ./
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Arafat to stay confined till
Zeevis killers are jailed

Jerusalem, January 17

Peres has said the confinement
in Ramallah of Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat will contin-
ue until Israel is convinced the
killers of a Cabinet minister are
in jail.

“The Minister of Tourism
(Revalrtam Zeevi) was murdered
in cold blood and those who gave
the orders are sitting next to
Arafat” in the West Bank town,
he said at a joint press confer-
ence with Spanish Foreign Min-
ister Josep Pigque on Wednesday.
“We want to be sure they are in
jail because in the past we have
received some wrong informa-
tion,” said Peres.

“We told Arafat he had to
arrest them, but it was only on
Tuesday the Palestinian Author-

g Py
"

FOREIGN MINISTER Shimon -

YASSER ARAFAT

ity said it had arrested the head
of this organisation” which car-
ried out the killing, the Israeli
minister said.

“When the other people who
ordered the killing are arrested,
then we will lift his confine-
ment”.

Arafat, in an interview with
Israeli TV, said his Palestinian
authority arrested the head of
the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine (PFLP) to force
him to surrender the killers of
Zeevi.

“We arrested him yesterday,
before then we did not know
where he was,” he said, ques-
tioned on Tuesday’s arrest in
Ramallah of Ahmed Saadat,
whose group claimed the assassi-
nation in October.

Pique arrived in Israel earlier
on Wednesday on the latest leg of
amiddle east tour launched after
Spain took over the revolving EU
presidency earlier this month.
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Nothing has chianged
A

\%\
e The end of Arafat's ceasefire ¢

he utility of temporary ceasefires has been tested in West
Asia and found wanting. Yasser Arafat declared one on
December 16 which did, indeed, produce a minor miracle to
the extent that no Israelis were killed till January 9, when
Hamas militants crossed the Gaza border fence and killed four
Bedouin border patrollers. Islamic Jihad said it would respect
the ceasefire which was something. However, Israeli prime
minister Ariel Sharon obviously thinks that a ceasefire is not
the end of the matter, he expects Arafat to deliver to Israel the
assassins of an Israeli cabinet minister, Rehovam Zeevi, as well
as 32 others. Arafat has been able to detain about ten of the
men on the Israeli most-wanted list, but that is not enough,
Zeevi’s assassins are important. It was this that led to Israel
imposing a ban on Arafat going to Bethlehem for Christmas
and keeps him confined in his headquarters in Ramaliah. The
" other unpleasant thing to happen was the seizure of a vessel
containing 50 tonnes of ammunition, of Iranian origin, that the
Israclis say was meant for the Palestinian Authority and
personally ordered by Arafat. The fact that the captain of the
vessel named certain Authority officials and that the Hamas
reacted sharply to the seizure by, precisely, killing the four
patrollers mentioned above, indicates that there is a degree of
collusion between the two. Whether Arafat was really in the
know will never be known, what is important is that Sharon and
Israeli hardliners continue to believe that Arafat is, in some
way, directly responsible for the violence.

So, the principles laid down by the Tenet mission — an end
to Israeli blockades and to Palestinian violence — were met,
excepting for the blockade on Arafat at Ramallah, and did not
produce the breakthrough to the implementation of the
Mitchell proposals which envisage a freeze on settlements and
a renewal of negotiations. On the other hand, Shimon Peres is
talking to Ahmed Qorei, speaker of the Palestinian parliament
to find another way out of the mess which would see the dec-
laration of a Palestinian state on 42 per cent of the West Bank
and Gaza, which, as the Palestinian information minister poin-
ted out, might not be acceptable because there would be no
geographical continuity — a ridiculous concept for a state to
live with — and also because neither Arafat nor Hamas and the
others, would accept the idea because he has been promised
more under Oslo. Besides, what about the return of Palestinian
refugees? The situation is not back to square one yet, no air-
strikes have been launched in retaliation for the killing of the
patrollers, but this may happen soon. Gaza Airport has been
dug up, dozens of homes.demolished, Hamas has struck and
Islamic Jihad has pulled out-of the ceasefire.
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AEST ASIA / TWO DETAINED OVER ARMS SMUGGLING

Israel hits Palestinian naval base

GAZA CITY, JAN. 12. [sraeli navy
boats fired missiles at a Palesti-
nian naval base early today, de-
stroying two  vessels and
exploding a fuel tank in reprisal
for a weapons smuggling oper-
ation and a deadly assault on Is-
raeli troops.

The Israeli military said the
base was targeted because Pal-
estinian naval police officers
were involved in the smuggling
and the attack on the soldiers. In
the West Bank town of Ramallah,
the Palestinian Authority an-
nounced it has detained two se-
nior Palestinian officials for
questioning in the smuggling af-
fair. The detentions were wel-
comed by U.S. officials, but
greeted with skepticism by Israel,
which said Palestinian smuggling
efforts are continuing.

Last week, Israel intercepted a
freighter carrying 50 tonnes of
Iranian-made weapons which the
Palestinian captain said were
destined for the Gaza Strip. Israel
has said the Palestinian Authority
and its leader, Yasser Arafat, were
behind the shipment of arms,
which included rockets, explo-
sives and anti-tank missiles for-
bidden under Israeli-Palestinian
accords. But the Palestinian Au-
thority, which has come under
intense Israeli and U.S. pressure
to produce explanations and
punish anyone involved, denied
any links to the weapons.

Israel, meanwhile, continued
with its feprisals for the smug-

A vessel lies crippled after it was hit by missiles fired by Israeli
naval boats at a Palestinian naval base in Gaza City on Saturday.
The Israeli military said the base was targeted, destroying two
vessels and exploding a fuel tank, in reprisal for the weapons
smuggling operation. — AP

gling affair and for Wednesday's
assault on an army post in which
four soldiers were killed.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian
leadership today condemned re-
marks by the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, in which he
described the latest Israeli mil-
itary operations in the Gaza Strip
as “defensive actions.” “The Pal-
estinian leadership rejects any
justification of the destruction of
refugee housing in (the southern
Gaza Strip town of) Rafah and the
demolition of the landing strip at
the airport” nearby, a spokesman
said.

Yesterday, Mr. Powell defend-

ed Israel's operations, calling
them a “defensive action” to

counter weapons smuggling. “It’s !

a response the Israelis have taken
in response to this latest provoca-
tion,” Mr. Powell said. “The Is-
raelis are responding to this
incident of smuggling of weapons
into the region by going after oth-
er ways of smuggling weapons in-
to the region,” Mr. Powell said.

“So a lot of their military activ-
ity of the last 24 hours has been
to destroy routes of bringing
weapons in from the southern
part of the Gaza Strip,” he said.
“It’'s a defensive action on their
part.” — AP, AFP
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WEST ASIA / MYSTERY DEEPENS OVER Al;?MS VESSEL
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PA procured weapons, says Israel

By Kesava Menon

MANAMA, JAN. 8. As the saying goes, the story of
the weapon-laden ship gets curioser and curi-
oser. Israel, which virtually pirated the ship in
the Red Sea insists that the vessel was convey-
ing a cargo of illicit arms from Iran to the
Palestinian Authority, both of which have de-
nied the charge, and U.S. officials have added
yet another angle to the story. As things stand
all that can be said is that the story is a West
Asian thriller full of intrigue, mystery and a
commando operation.

News about the Tonga registered vessel, Ka-
rine A, surfaced on Friday when the vessel
docked in the Israeli Red Sea port of Eilat. The
Israeli military has let out that the vessel con-
tained 50 tonnes of war materiel including Ka-
tyusha rockets of two different calibres,
mortar shells, automatic rifles and specially
made water-tight containers. If the Katyusha’s

N

EXPI.OSVE ISSUE: Weapon are shown displayed on th eck of the raid vessel ili

in particular had reached the hands of Pal-
estinian militants they could have been used
to attack Ben Gurion airport and various Is-
raeli cities from well within Palestinian Au-
thority-controlled territory. The Palestinians
are banned by treaty from brining into their
territories arms of the types said to have been
loaded onto the vessel.

The Israelis claim that after the interroga-
tion of the crew, they have confirmed that the
$15 millions that the arms would have cost
had come from the Palestinian Authority with
the express approval of the Palestinian Au-
thority President, Yasser Arafat. They also
claim that ship was captained by the deputy
head of the Authority’s naval security forces
and that at least some among the crew be-
longed to the same security outfit. Israel also
claims to have tracked the vessel soon after it
got information that the Authority had pur-
chased it and were therefore able to know that

5

the arms, which bore Iranian markings, were
loaded in the Persian Gulf island of Kish.

According to the Israeli military, Katrine A

stopped at Aden but failed to pick up another .

cargo of arms before it proceeded onwards up
the Red Sea. It was while the ship was between
the Saudi Arabian and Sudanese coasts that a
troop of Israeli marine commandos boarded it
with no resistance from the crew.

The commandos were brought to the in-
terception point by naval patrol boats while
fighter planes and combat helicopters flew
shot-gun overhead. Israel’s chief of Defence
Staff, Lt. Gen. Shaul Mofaz, and the respective
heads of its air and naval forces were said to
have directly supervised the operation from a
command airplane flying overhead. With a
sense of satisfaction, sections of the Israeli
media have noted the comparison to the En-
tebbe raid.

Iran and the Palestinian Authority have,
rather contemptuously, dismissed any knowl-
edge or involvement with the ship and its con-
tents. For what it is worth the Authority has
added the insinuation that the whole matter
has been fabricated by Israel to derail the new
round of negotiations that have just been
kicked off by the U.S. mediator, Anthony Zin-
ni. An un-named U.S. official has added an-
other angle to the whole story by informing
The New York Times that the shipment was
probably a transfer from Iran to the Lebanese
Hizbollah. There are other puzzling aspects to
the affair.

If the ship (indeed if the Israeli story is true

up to this point) was indeed headed up the
Red Sea en route the Suez Canal the arms on it
could have been destined for the Gaza Strip,
the Lebanese coast or perhaps any other point
on and off the Mediterranean basin.

Israeli officials maintain that the existence
on board of water-proof containers proves
that the shipment was indeed destined for the
Gaza Strip. The idea apparently is that the
weapons would be packed into the containers
and dumped overboard so that the Palestinian
fishing fleet could pick it up at leisure. These
containers would not be needed if the ship-

the Red Sea In a photograph handed out by the Israell Army on Saturday. — Reuters ment was to be off-loaded in a Lebanese port.
_ -
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hip seizure clouds W Asia p\élce

Jerusalem, January 5 V¥

ISRAELI NAVY dock workers in
the Red Sea port of Eilat
unloaded a ship on Saturday that
the army said was seized trying
to smuggle tonnes of weapons to
Palestinians during a renewed
US peace mission.

The Palestinian Authority
denied any knowledge of the
ship and said it considered the
announcement an Israeli effort
to sabotage a visit by US envoy
Anthony Zinni. Israel said the
vessel, named the Karine-A, was
carrying 50 tonnes of mostly
Iranian-supplied arms destined
for Palestinian-ruled territory.
Its army chief Shaul Mofaz said
the ship was owned by the Pales-
tinian Authority and its captain
and some crew were officers in
the Palestinian naval police.

Mofaz announced the seizure
on Friday while Zinni was meet-
ing Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat as part of Washington’s
latest effort to end more than 15
months of West Asia bloodshed.

Israeli officials wasted no time
in using the incident to drive
home their accusations that

Arafat has not done enough to
crack down on Palestinian
groups behind a wave of bloody
attacks—a charge Palestinian
officials vehemently deny. Israeli
forces boarded the ship on Thurs-
day in international waters in
the Red Sea. An Israeli crew
piloted the vessel to the navy
base at Eilat, a southern port
where workers began unloading
the cargo under heavy security,
military sources said.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry reject-
ed Israel’s allegations of an Iran-
ian connection, saying the Islamic
republic had no military coopera-
tion with the Palestinian Authori-
ty. “Every day, the Zionist regime
is making baseless claims and
takes advantage of the indiffer-
ence of international forums to
the suppression of Palestiniansin
order to increase its inhumane
activities,” ministry spokesman
Hamid Reza Asefi was quoted as
telling Iranian television.

State Department spokesman
Richard Boucher said Zinni dis-
cussed Israel’s allegations with
Arafat during their meeting in
Ramallah on Friday, and that the
Palestinian leader promised to

L
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‘TROOPS REFUSED TO KILL PALESTINIANS’

ISRAEL! SOLDIERS refused to assassinatq two Palestinian activists that the
Intelligence service wanted eliminated lastimonth, an Israeli weekly reported.

The Kol Hair said, however, one of the men was shot dead and the other

wounded as they tried to flee an ambush. An army internal document published
in the weekly said an officer refused to liquidate the two activists of the radical
movement Islamic jihad in an overnight operation on December 14-15. It was the

declined to comment on the report.

first time an Israeli newspaper has reported that Shin Beth, Israel’s internal
security and counterintelligence service, orders assassinations. The army has

The Palestinians were preparing to collect explosives to carry out attacks
inside Israel, according to the paper. Kharouf, considered by Israel to be a key
military figure in the Islamic jihad, was killed while Arida survived but with seri-
ous injuries. “The officer was right to turn down the demand from the Shin Beth
agent who went beyond his prerogatives and to insist that the two men be
arrested,” his superior, Col Yossi Adiri, wrote in the internal document.

AFP, Jerusalem

investigate. “Zinni expressed our
condemnation of any attempts to
escalate the conflict in the region,
” Boucher said.

Zinni, a retired Marine Corps
general, was scheduled fo meet
other Palestinian leaders in the
West Bank on Saturday, halfway
through his four-day mission, his
second effort in less than a
month to broker a cease-fire.

In announcing the seizure,
Mofaz told a news conference in
Tel Aviv: “The link between the
ship’s crew and the Palestinian
Authority and its leaders is clear
and undeniable.” Nabil Abu
Rdainah, a senior adviser to
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat,
said the Palestinian Authority
“knows nothing about this ship
which the Israelis are talking

about and we are going to investi-
gate...though we consider it Israeli
propaganda in order to sabotage
the mission of General Zinni.”
Mofaz said the navy seized
Katyusha rockets with range up
to 12 miles, assault rifles, anti-
tank missiles, mines, ammuni-
tion and explosives. Zinni, who
cut short his first visit last
month after a spate of Palestin-
ian suicide attacks, said: “I am
optimistic, hopeful and feel that
we have the conditions that are
right to make progress this
time.” Israeli forces killed a
Palestinian gunman and arrest-
ed two others in a West Bank raid
early on Friday as Zinni held a
breakfast meeting with Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.
Palestinian sources said the man
killed was a member of Arafat’s
Fatah faction and a police officer.
Mofaz said the army targeted a
group planning a suicide attack.
But the Palestinian Authority
said the incursion into the vil-
lage of Tel, in territory under its
control, showed Sharon was pur-
suing a war against the Palestin-
ian people despite Zinni’s pres-
ence. Reuters

ERSRE Bl

TG s A

7



TIsrael flexes muscle as Zin

Nablus, January 4 \;{ﬁ\r

THE ISRAELI Army has said it
has killed a Palestinian gunman
in a raid on a West Bank village
while a US peace envoy held
breakfast talks at Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s ranch.

The Palestinian Authority
said the armour and infantry
incursion into the village of Tel,
in territory under its control,
showed that Sharon was pursu-
ing a war against the Palestinian
people despite the presence of
envoy Anthony Zinni.

Zinni's talks with Sharon were
expected to see arguments over
the implementation of a US
ceasefire plan, officials said.

Israeli security officials said
after meeting Zinni that he was
seeking immediate implementa-
tion of the Tenet plan for securing
a lasting ceasefire between
Israelis and Palestinians.

Sharon for his part is insisting

on seven days of “complete
calm” in the occupied territories
before putting the Tenet plan
into effect. An Israeli official said
Defence Minister Binyamin Ben
Eliezer and Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres — who is at odds
with Sharon over how soon to
begin implementing Tenet —
were also at the talks at Sharon’s
farm in southern Israel.

The Tenet understanding,
named after CIA director George
Tenet, sets out a mechanism for
implementing a ceasefire, after
which the Mitchell plan — a blue-
print for getting the peace process
back on track after 15 months of
violence — can be put into effect.

Zinni was later to see Palestin-
ian leader Yasser Arafat in
Ramallah, where he has been
blockaded by Israeli forces for
the past month. After his arrival,
Zinni met Ben Eliezer and mili-
tary and security officials.

The . Palestinian -~ Authority

\)\f\(\ )

Sharon forces seize arms-laden ship

ISRAEL'S MILITARY chief said on Friday that his forces, operat
ing 500 km from Israeli shores, had seized a ship carrying 50 tonne:
of weapons and explosives bound for Palestinian areas.
Israel Radio said the operation took place in the Red Sea.
Lieutenant-General Shaul Mofaz said the weapons confiscatec
on Thursday were mainly Iranian and included Katyusha rockets
anti-tank missiles, assault rifles and ammunition and explosives.
He said Israeli naval and air forces took part in the operation.
“On January 3, the Israel Defence Forces took over the ship
Karine-A, which carried a cargo of about 50 tonnes of weapons and
explosives that were to be smuggled into Palestinian Authority ter-
ritory,” Mofaz told a news conference.

Reuters, Tel Aviv

said the armour and infantry
incursion into the village of Tel,
in territory under its control,
showed that Sharon was pursu-
ing a war against the Palestinian
people despite the presence of
envoy Anthony Zinni. Zinni was
to see Palestinian President Yass-
er Arafat, confined by an Israeli
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army blockade to the West Ban
city of Ramallah, later in the da

“Acting on information about
terrorist squad, Isrdeli force
entered Tel village. The force
encountered armed terrorists an
a gun battle ensued in which a te:
rorist was killed and two wer
arrested,” an army spokesma
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JERUSALEM, JAN. ¥. A U.S. envoy
held separate truce talks on Fri-
day with the Israeli and Palesti-
nian leaders, as Israel’s military
chief announced the interception
of a massive Palestinian arms
haul and Israeli forces killed a Pal-
estinian in a West Bank raid.

Israel’s capture of what it said
was a Palestinian Authority-own-
ed vessel smuggling 50 tonnes of
missiles, mortars and mines
could prove deeply embarrassing
to the Palestinian leader, Yasser
Arafat who has told the United
States he is doing his best to com-
bat terrorism. The vessel, the Ka-
rim A., was seized 500 km off
Israel’s shores, in the Red Sea.
Most of the weapons were Ira-
nian-made, Israel said. There was
no immediate Palestinian com-
ment.

The U.S. envoy, Gen. Anthony
Zinnj, held separate meetings Fri-
day with the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Ariel Sharon and Mr. Arafat
on how to move forward with an
American truce plan. Gen. Zinni
had breakfast on Friday with Mr.
Sharon at the Israeli leader’s
sheep farm in southern Israel, be-
fore joining Mr. Arafat for lunch at
his West Bank headquarters in the
town of Ramallah. Mr. Sharon
told Zinni thg#6nly American and

Europeap-pressure would compel

The Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon (left), and the U.S. peace

envoy, Anthony Zinnl, upon their arrival at Mr. Sharon’s sycamore
farm in southern Israel on Friday. — AP

Mr. Arafat to crack down on Pal-
estinian militants, according to a
statement by the Prime Minister’s
office.

The statement added that Mr.
Sharon, the Foreign Minister, Shi-
mon Peres and the Defence Min-
ister, Binyamin Ben- Eliezer
presented Gen. Zinni with sug-
gestions on how to move toward a
ceasefire, as a prelude to formal
peace talks. Mr. Arafat is being

confined to Ramallah until ke ar-
rests the leader of a radical faction
LY

that claimed responsibility for the
October assassination of the Is-
raeli Tourism Minister, Rehavam
Zeevi.

Israel prevented Mr. Arafat
from attending Christmas cele-
brations in the West Bank town of
Bethlehem and has said it will al-
so bar him from Orthodox Christ-
mas celebrations there on
Sunday. Although Israeli tanks
withdrew from one disgrict of Ra-
mallah on Thursday, an ar-
moured onnel carrier

WEST ASIA / ISRAEL SEIZES PALESTINIAN ARMS VESSEL Wg‘@ HQ,\q/

lks with Sharon, Arafat

remained in a northern neigh-
bourhood overlooking Mr. Ara-
fat's office. Gen. Zinni, who
arrived in Israel on Thursday af-
ternoon, is due to remain in the
region for four days.

In the hours before his arrival
on Thursday, Israel pulled back
tanks and troops from a half-doz-
en Palestinian towns in the West
Bank, a move long sought by Pal-
estinians and quickly welcomed
by Washington. But, in a sign that
there would be no letup in the
hunt for militants, Israeli troops
backed by tanks and helicopters
thrust into Palestinian-controlled
territory south of the town of Na-
blus at dawn on Friday and
placed the village of Tel under
curfew as they searched for sus-
pects, villagers said.

A heavily armed Palestinian
man was killed and two men were
arrested in the raid, said Brig.
Gen. Gershon Yitzhak, the Israeli
army commander in the West
Bank. Brig. Gen. Yitzhak said the
trio had been planning to attack
Israeli civilians. The man killed
was a member of Mr. Arafat’s Fa-
tah movement and a former
member of the Palestinian securi-
ty forces, Tel residents said. It was*
the first fatality since Sunday
when six Palestinians were killed
in clashes with troops. — AP
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<" Israeli troops kill

JERU M, DEC. 31. After two
weeks of declining violence, Is-
raeli troops shot dead six armed
Palestinians on the northern edge
of the Gaza Strip as the militants
were preparing to carry out at-
tacks, Israel’s army said.

The Palestinian leader, Mr.
Yasser Arafat’s Dec. 16 speech
calling for an end to violence
against Israel was followed by a
marked decrease in the number
and severity of the attacks. Israel’s
Defence Minister, Mr. Binyamin
Ben-Eliezer, noted the drop in re-
marks to the Cabinet on Sunday
and the army released figures say-
ing the average number of daily
Palestinian attacks had failen
from 18 to 11 since Mr. Arafat’s
speech. But the relative calm was
broken on Sunday evening when
the Israeli forces shot dead the
Palestinian militants in two sep-
arate confrontations only a short
distance apart in Gaza.

“In spite of the reduction in
overall terrorist attacks against us
in the last week or so, there are
still many attempts by terrorists
to enter Israel and to kill Israelis,”
the Israeli Government spokes-
man, Mr. Arieh Meckel, said on
Monday.

The Palestinian leadership,
meanwhile, called the shootings a
“dangerous escalation and a clear
indicator that the (Israeli) Gov-
ernment has not given up its mil-
itary plan against the Palestinian
people.” In one shooting, three
Palestinians wearing belts packed
with explosives were trying to
cross the fence on Gaza’s north-
ern border with Israel, the army
said. The trio was spotted by Is-
raeli forces and ordered to halt.
One of the Palestinian gunmen
opened fire, and all three were
killed by Israeli return fire, the ar-
my added. ‘“Judging by the belt
bombs, the weapons and the gre-
nades, they intended to carry out

% six militants **

-

\B\
a major attack,” Brig. Israel Ziv,
the commander of the Gaza Strip,
told army radio.

In the other shooting, three Pal-
estinians with automatic rifles
and a bomb were hit by Israeli fire
as they approached a Jewish set-
tlement of Alei Sinai at the north-
ern end of Gaza. Back in October,
a pair of Palestinian attackers en-
tered the settlement and killed
two Israelis before being killed
themselves. Palestinian security
sources said the three men shot
near the Jewish settlement were
part of the Popular Resistance
Committee, a coalition of Palesti-
nian groups that includes mem-
bers of Mr. Arafat’s Fatah
movement.

Before Mr. Arafat’s speech two
weeks ago, 37 Israelis were killed
in the first half of December.
Since then, one Israeli has been
killed in political violence, an ar-
my medic shot dead during an at-
tack along the border with Jordan
on Dec. 25. However, the Israeli
Prime Minister, Mr. Ariel Sharon,
told the Cabinet on Sunday that
the Palestinians needed to do
much more. He said he would not
reopen peace talks “as long as the
Palestinians have not taken the
vital steps to arrest terrorists and
punish them.”

More than 70 Palestinians have
been killed by Israeli security
forces in December. Most died in
the first half of the month amid
almost daily clashes. After Mr.
Arafat’s speech, the militant Ha-
mas movement said it would stop
suicide bombings inside Israel
proper, but did not rule out at-
tacks against Israeli settlers and
soldiers in Gaza and the West
Bank. Other militant groups have
not announced a halt to attacks.
The Palestinian security forces
have been cracking down on mil-
itants, taking about 200 into cus-
tody during December. — AP

-~

Supporters of the Fatah movement headed by the Palestinian
leader, Mr, Yasser Arafat, shout slogans during a rally in Al-Azhar
U y in Gaza City on Monday to mark the organisation’s
37th anniversary. — AFP
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