NADIM LADKI G

Baghdad, Dec. 30 (Reuters):
Iraqg accused the US of double
standards today, contrasting the
US military buildup in the Gulf
with Washington’s decision to
use diplomacy to try to settle a
nuclear arms crisis in North
Korea.

Qil prices hit two-year highs
after the US ordered more
troops, aircraft and ships to the
Gulf for a possible war against
Irag in the new year.

UN weapons inspectors scru-
tinised more suspect sites in
Iraq, including a water treat-
ment facility south of Baghdad
and a communications centre
near the Iranian border.

Theé al-Thawra official news-
paper, mouthpiece of President
Saddam Hussein’s ruling Baath

“party, said it was unfair that
Washington was preparing to go
to war with Iraq which was coop-
erating with UN arms inspec-
tors, but seeking a peaceful solu-
tion in North Korea, which had
just expelled them.

Pyongyang ordered inspec-
tors from the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
on Friday to leave the country

cessing laboratory which can
produce weapons-grade plutoni-
um.

“Look how Washington deals
with the two situations. How it
threatens to invade Irag which
has no weapons of mass destruc-
tion... at the same time the U.S.
administration is saying it
wants a peaceful end to the crisis

- with North Korea,” al-Thawra

said.

The paper said Baghdad was
cooperating fully with the UN
arms experts, who had found no
evidence of banned weapons.

“So why do America and
Britain continue to threaten it?
Is it because Iraq is an Arab
country? Or because Iraq is an
oil country? Or because the Zion-
ist lobby inside the US adminis-
tration wants to settle old
scores?” the paper wrote.

US defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld ordered thousands of
troops, dozens of strike aircraft
and probably two more aircraft
carrier battle groups to the Gulf,
starting early next month.

The deployment would at
least double the 50,000 US mili-
tary personnel already near
Iraq. But US secretary of state
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/Iraq accuses US of

“double s§
Z\ and said it woul reopen a repro-

andards

Colin Powell said President
George W. Bush, facing the dis.
traction of North Korea’s nu-
clear brinkmanship, had taker
no decision’ on whether to
launch an attack on Iragq. '
He discouraged talk of cnsis
or conflict with North Korea,
saying Washington was ready td
give diplomacy a chance. .
Inspectors from the [IAEA
and the UN Monitoring, Verify
cation and Inspection Commis-
sion (UNMOVIC) visited more
sites today, checking a heavﬂy
guarded facility which produces
metal moulds and tools in a
Baghdad suburb, which previ-
ous inspectors listed as produc-
ing modified Scud missiles.
Iraqi officials said IAEA and
UNMOVIC experts also visited a
health laboratory in central
Baghdad and a site in the Abu
Ghreib area, while a communi-
cations group headed towards
Mundharieh, northeast of Bagh-
dad, near the Iranian border.
Powell said Washington,
which has described Iraq, North
Korea and Iran as members of
an “axis of evil”, was providing
intelligence to the
inspectors and expected to see
results soon.
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nuke deal, ignore
Bush obj gctlons O

Dubai, December 26 }(\ \'g

IGNORING STRONG objec-
tions from the United States,
Russia and Iran have signed a
' protocol ensuring supplies to
‘Peht#n’s first nuclear plant
and agreemg to consider build-
ing a second reactor at the
same site.

The protocol was signed in
Tehran on Wednesday by Russ-
iah' Nuclear Energy Minister
Alexander Rumyantsev and
Iranian Vice-President Gholam
Agazadeh, who is also chief of
the national Nuclear Energy
Organization. The two sides
agreed to speed up the con-
struction of the Bushehr plant.

The document also says Rus-
sia and Iran would consider the
possibility of building a second
reactor at the Bushehr plant
and of Russia’s deliveries of
nuclear fuel for the first reac-
tor in the middle of January.

At a joint press conference,
Rumyantsev and Agazadeh
said they also signed a 10-year
accord on Russia’s fuel exports
for the Bushehr nuclear power
plant, the official Iranian news
agency IRNA said.

The protocol is seen by diplo-
mats as a severe setback to the
United States, which has
strongly urged Moscow to
abandon the $800 million proj-
ect and described iran,
iraq and North Korea as an
“axis of evil”.

The protocol is likely to be
another headache for Washing-
ton, currently grappling with
an alleged mass destruction
weapons programme in Iraq

and admissions of a nuclear
programmeé by North Korea.

Iran, Opec’s second largest- -

oil producer, has maintained
that the nuclear plant is in-
tended to meet the country's
growing energy needs, a claim
dismissed by the US.

Meanwhile, Iran has de-
clared that it was tightening up
security at the Bushehr nu-
clear plant.

The country’s Defence Min-
ister Ali Shamkhani said Iran’s
response to any military attack
against the Bushehr nuclear
power plant would be “strong
and resolute”.

Earlier, Rumyantsev had
said in Bushéhr that he was
satisfied with the progress in
construction work and the de-
gree of the facility’s readiness
for the installation of techno-
logical equipment.

He told Itar-Tass that he was
quite satisfied by the work
done to prepare a storage facil-
ity for nuclear fuel, to be sup-
plied to Iran by the middle of
next year.

This warehouse fully meets
the technical parameters and
security requirements of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, he added.

The functioning of the
Bushehr reactor, set up with
help from West Germany, got
interrupted by the 1979 Islamic
revolution and is expected to
resume by theend of 2003.

Thé US recently accused
Iran of trying to bujld nuglear
weapons. Iran has categorical-
ly denied the charges.
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TEHERAN, DEC 2q. The trial of Ab
bas Abdi, a prominent reformist
politician, involved in the hos-
tage-taking at the~U.S. embassy
here in 1970, began here on
Wednesday. Abdi, heads the
Ayadneh Polling Institute.

His arrest in November was
prompted by the release of an
opinion poll indicating that
two-thirds of Iranians favoured
dialogue with the U.S. Though
the poll was not conducted by
his institute, he and his col-
league were detained. He had
reportedly been in solitary con-
finement ever since.

In the court, he was accused
of selling information to insti-
tutes like the Galtup Polling Or-
ganisation, which had ties with
the CIA. He was also charged
with acting against the Islamic
Republic by attending interna-
tional seminars and a meeting

“Abdi’s /trlal beglgs

in Paris in 1997 with Barry Ro-
sen, a U.S. diplomat who was
among the 52 hostages.

+ Mr. Abdi said in his defence

that he had spent three decades
working for the Islamic Repub-
lic and that the charge of acting
against it was irrelevant. As for
his work in polling, he said he
was willing to make amends if
his findings had been damag-
ing. His remarks were reported
by the Student News Agency IS-
NA. Mr. Abdi, an influential
member of the Participation
Front, a leading reformist party,
has supported holding a refer-
endum on the governing party.
He also recently proposed that
reformers resign from the legis-
lature if the two key bills backed
by the' President, Mohammad
Khatami, are rejected by the
hard-line Guardian Council. —
AP




By B. Muralidhar Reddy Q \
A /
ISLAMABAD, DEC. 25. The Iranian President, Seyed
Mohammad Khatami, has said that Iran consid-
ered the project for the transportation of natural
gas to India through Pakistan as a symbol of Pak.-
Iranian strategic economic ties.

. Addressing businessmen from Iran and Pakis-
tan at a luncheon hosted by the Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) in Lahore, Dr. Khatami said: “This pipe-
line may be called the pipeline of peace and
{E‘endshlp in the region. The implementation of

his project will certainly benefit all of the people
of the region.”

. The Iranian President’s observation assumes
SIgmﬁcance as the $4 billion project is pending
for several years due to Indian reservations about
the viability of the line through Pakistan, given
the Indo-Pak. hostilities.

At a joint news conference with the Pakistan
Brime Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, here
Qp Tuesday, Dr. Khatami had said that various
security concerns of New Delhi were being ad-
dressed. “There is no problem between Iran and
Eaklstan to undertake the gas pipeline project but
in this behalf there is a need to remove some of
the security concerns of India.”

He said the pipeline was an economically-via-
ble project that would benefit the three countries.
“I have discussed this issue in detail with Presi-
dent Musharraf, and Prime Minister Jamali and I

am happy to tell you that Pakistan and Iran are
ready for this project.” Dr, Khatami hoped that
India too would be taken along to start the pro-
ject as early as possible.

The Iranian President gave an impression that
it was for Pakistan to remove the apprehensions
on the feasibility the project.

Mr. Jamali said that Pakistan had already held
out assurances for the security of the pipeline
and maintained that his Government would con-
tinue extending cooperation to Iran over the is-
sue.

Since the ouster of the then Prime Minister,
Nawaz Sharif, in a military coup in October 1999
the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, has re-
peatedly sought to assure India about the safety
of the pipeline but New Dethi does not appear
convinced.

Pakistan sees enormous economic benefits
from the pipeline in terms of annual royalty as
well as cheaper gas.

In another development, Iran and Pakistan
have decided to strengthen defence ties through
exchange of high-level visits. Ali Shankali, Iranian
Defence Minister, called on the Pakistan Defence
Minister, Rao Sikandar Igbal, and exchanged
views on defence cooperation between the two
sides.

An official statement said that delegations
from both sides would visit each other’s country
to identify areas where they could benefit from
each other’s experience and expertise.
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/ y W@ IRAQ / WEST BROADENS ATTACK FRONT

Al
y\‘) 1\ _/BY Atul Ancja
MANAMA \BAHRAIN), DEC.25. Turkey, Israel
and the U\S. appear to be finalising plans
for concerted action that could become
crucial for unseating the regime of the Iraqi
President, Saddam Hussein.

Under this plan, revolving mainly

around northern Iraq, the Turkish military,
" supported by the ethnic Kurds, is expected
to play a leading role.

Two significant developments in the last
few days are likely to influence the opening
of a northern front against Iraq.

First, the Israel’s Chief of Staff, Moshe
Yalon, held detailed discussions with the
Turkish army chief, Gen. Hilimi Ozkok, on
Tuesday. Discussions apparently revolved
around sychronising ground-based missile
and air defences to ward off the perceived
threat of Iraqi missies that might be used to
deliver chemical warheads.

Both sides also reportedly discussed co-
ordination of their air and naval forces. Is-
rael, Turkey and the U.S. are set to hold
“Reliant Mermaid” naval exercises in in-
ternational waters off the coast of Israel
soon.

Second, the chief of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK), Jalal Talabani, held
talks in the Turkish Foreign Ministry on
Tuesday. He is expected to be joined by his
one time rival Masoud Barzani of the Kur-
distan Democratic Party (KDP) on Wednes-
day.

Analysts pointed out that the broad ele-
ments of forging another version of “north-
ern alliance” that could unroll under the
Turkish leadership and the U.S. protection
from the Kurdish highlands in the direction
of the Iraqi oil cities of Mosul and Kirkuk
was now under active deliberation.

Diplomatic sources said that the Turks
and the Kurds, under the shadow of the U.
S., might be discussing mutual assurances
that would bring them together against the

The leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, Jalal Talabani (right), and

Turkey, Israel join U.S. war plan

the Turkish Prime Minister, Abdullah Gul, at a meeting at Mr. Gul’s office
In Ankara on Tuesday. — AFP

present regime in Iraq.

Turkey would like the Kurds to accom-
modate some of its core concerns. For in-
stance, Turkey has historically sought
control over the oil cities of Mosul and Kir-
kuk.

In order to assert itself in northern Iraq,
Turkey would also want a safe passage for
its forces through Kurdish territory. Be-
sides, Turkey is expected to demand a com-
mitment by the United States that Kurds
will not declare independence once regime
change in Baghdad has been accomplished.

The Kurds, on their part would want an
undertaking from Turkey that it would re-
spect their autonomy in northern Iraq. Be-
sides, they are likely to demand a fair share
of the revenue of oil that is taken out of
Mosul and Kirkuk.

Mr. Talabani’s mission to Ankara has ac-
quired some urgency because of the mil-

$H: HINDU

itary advances made by the pro-Irac
Kurdish elements on the strategic lanc
route to Kirkuk. The Ansar al Islami, a groug
opposed to the mainstream Kurdish orga-
nisations is occupying key portions of the
Halabja-Suleimaniyeh highway leading to
Kirkuk. The continued occupation of this
route could hasten possible Turkish mili-
tary intervention in this zone in the coming
days. Once a broad understanding involv-
ing Turkey, the U.S. and the Kurdish parties
is reached, efforts to broaden the Turkish-
Kurdish front in northern Iraq is likely to
gather momentum. To achieve this, the
Turkomans, another ethnic group concen-
trated around Mosul are likely to be wooed
vigorously in the coming days.

With the participation of the .Turkomans,
the regime of Mr. Hussein could lose its grip
not only on the Kurdish highlands in the
north, but also in parts of central Iraq.

~
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state-run television.

ITraqi peo

Baghdad: In a Christmas eve message to
Iraqis, President Saddam Hussein said his
— nation was ready for “martyrdom” and that
American claims his regime has weapons of
mass destruction will be proven to be lies.
“As much as Iraq loves life, its people are
ready for martyrdom in the defence of its
land and air space, its scantiness and future,”
Saddam said during an address televised on

“The road to deter the injustice, aggres-
sion and wickedness of the evil-minded is the
road of ‘jihad’ (holy war) and struggle,” he
said. The mood, however, was different at St
Rafael’s Catholic church in downtown Bagh-
dad, where about 120 people, including Iraqi
Christians and American peace activists,
came together for the Christmas mass.

"“We're here to pray and sing for peace,”
said Elias Amidon, 58, a professor of envi-
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S. Hussein

le are ready
for martyrdom® Sadda

ronmental studies from Col-

| orado. “The world has many

diplomatic and non-violent
means to solve its -differ-
ences,” he said.

With fears building that
America will wage war on
Iraq, Prof Amidon and other
members of the US and
British-based Iraqi peace team

have travelled to Baghdad to call for a peaceful
solution to the crisis and have harsh economic
sanctions imposed on Iraq since the 1991 Gulf
war lifted. Deputy prime minister Tariq Aziz
said that Iraq was capable of repulsing any
possible military attack by the US. “The Iraqi
people, who have a will of iron, are able to
bring to failure any aggression by the Ameri-
can administration and its ally, the Zionist en-
tity (Israel),” he said on Tuesday. agencies

Iraq is hiding

weapons

in Syria,

says Ariel Sharon

Jerusalem: Israel has intel-
1 ligence infor-
mation that
Iraqi Presi-
dent Saddam
% Hussein or-
| dered chemi-
cal and bio-
logical
; weapons to
A.Sharon 1o gmuggled
into Syria for hiding, Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon has
said.

In an interview on Israel’s
Channel 2 television on Tues-
day night, Mr Sharon said Is-
rael as well as Americans
were trying to verify this in-
formation.

Stating that Israel knew
that Iraqi scientists and ex-
perts had been in Libya
working on that country’s
programme, Mr Sharon said
he did not know of other
countries in which Mr Sad-
dam may have tried to smug-
gle weapons for hiding.

Emphasising the dangers
of Iraq’s use of Palestinian
terrorism against the Jew-
ish, the Prime Minister said
Israel’s security services had
recently captured a cell be-
longing to the Palestinian
Liberation Front which re-
ceived training in Iraq for the
use of shoulder-launched
Strella missiles and other
anti-aircraft weapons. He
said the cell had planned to
carry out a big attack against
Israeli civilians, possibly on
a civilian aircraft.

Mr Sharon said Iraq and
Palestinian Authority were
coordinating their positions
ahead of a possible Ameri-
can attack against Baghdad.
He said a senior Fatah offi-
cial, Zakariya Al Ara had re-
cently visited Iraq for the
purpose of this “coordina-
tion.”

Stating that he believed
that there would be a US war
against Iraq, Mr Sharon as-
serted that “Israel will know
how to defend itself” and that
the ability of the US and Is-

rael to defend against missile
attacks had improved sub-
stantially since the 1991 war.

“The public needs to be re-
laxed, and know that all the
necessary steps have been
taken and we are ready and
prepared for any situation.”

Allaying fears among Is-
raeli public, the Prime Min-
ister said it was not only Is-
rael but the whole world that
was dealing with the possi-
bility of a war with Iraq.

Israeli defence establish-
ment here believes that while
the country is relatively well
prepared for a possible mis-
sile attack by Iraq or to foil a
“suicide pilot”, the terrorists
acting from inside the Pales-
tinian territories are harder
to defend against.

Reacting to Mr Sharon’s
comment of Iraq hiding
chemical and bioclogical
weapons, observers said this
was expected from Saddam
Hussein.

Daily ‘Ha’aretz’ quoted Is-
raeli security sources as say-
ing Iraq had pumped in mil-
lions of dollars paid to the
families of suicide bombers
and others in Palestinian ter-
rotories to foment and nur-
ture terrorism against Is-
raeli civilians.

The paper said the defence
establishment ‘discussed the
possibility of Iraq deploying
sleeper cells from the Arab
Liberation Front and Pales-
tinian Liberation Front, the
two outfits affiliated to Bagh-
dad, that would attempt to
spread lethal germs in Israel.

Meanwhile, UN weapons
experts pushed ahead with a
busy inspections schedule in
Iraq on Wednesday, visiting
at least five suspect sites.

With the world’s focus
firmly on Iraq, the more
than 100 inspectors turned
down the chance for a day of
rest and celebration on
Christmas day to pursue a
mission that could deter-
mine the prospects of war
and peace. agencies
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@’(\ AN IRAQI COUNTER-OFFER

IRAQ’S OFFER TO let personnel from the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency accompany U.N. in-
spection teams, which have been mandated to
trace and erase all elements of Baghdad’s weap-
ons of mass destruction (WMD) programme,
raises a probing question that the U.S. adminis-
tration will have to answer. If Washington
agrees with the rest of the global community
that the elimination of Iraq’s WMD potential is
the sole matter of concern (and leading figures
within the administration have declared as
much off and on), then it is difficult to believe
that objections can be raised to the Iraqi offer.
fraq had handed over 12,000 pages of docu-
mentation, which purportedly was a compre-
hensive and detailed exposition of all that ithad
done in connection with a WMD programme,
to the weapons inspectors who then passed it
on to the permanent members of the Security
Council. After less than a fortnight’s study of
these documents, the U.S. administration,
speaking through the Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, had pronounced that the Iraqi declara-
tion was less than a full disclosure and had pro-
vided some evidence in support of its charge.
But Washington, which claims that it possesses
satellite imagery and other intelligence to prove
that Baghdad still has a clandestine WMD pro-
gramme, had been reluctant to pass on these
inputs to the weapons inspectors till Hans Blix,
Chairman of the United Nations Monitoring
Verification and Inspection Commission (UN-
MOVIC), forcefully urged it to do so. Iraq’s offer
to allow CIA personnel to join the inspectors is
of a similar nature as its main import is to de-
mand that the U.S, administration put what it
has on the table.

Baghdad retorted to the U.S. administration’s
negative assessment of its declaration by accus-
ing Washington of twisting the material so as to
present a distorted version and reiterated that it
no longer had a non-conventional weapons
programme. But whether the Iraqi declaration

A

did amount to a complete dxsclosure r not the
important fact is that the inspection tkams are
making progress. Personnel from the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAFA), who have
been trying to track down any element of Bagh-
dad’s nuclear weapons programme that may
have survived the post-1991 efforts at eradicat-
ing it, have begun interviewing Iraqi scientists
involved with that programme. UNMOVIC offi-
cials, who are mandated to uncover Baghdad’s
chemical and biological weapons potential and
its long range missile capabilities, are soon ex-
pected to begin interviewing Iraqi scientists in-
volved with these aspects of weaponisation as
well. The U.N. is alsa exploring the ways and
means by which these Iraqi scientists can be
brought out of their country (and perhaps pro-
vided asylum) so that they can speak freely. In
laying down the measures that Iraq needed to
take before a ruling could be made that it was
not in material breach of its obligations to the
U.N., Gen. Powell had stressed on the need to
have the Iraqi scientists and technicians taken
outside the country.

While the U.N. teams do not have the easiest
of tasks to perform, the overall indications are
that the inspection work is proceeding apace.
That being so it is to be hoped that the signals of
battle readiness emanating from Washington
are intended to keep up the pressure on Iraq
and do not amount to a definitive move to make
war, no matter what the inspectors say, and to
fulfil objectives that are not mandated by the
U.N. — such as a regime change in Baghdad. In
delivering his critical assessment of the Iragi
declaration at the end of last week, Gen. Powell
deliberately declined to state that a finding that
Iraq was in material breach of its obligations |
would necessitate a recourse to arms to make it
comply. He had, thereby, implicitly left Iraq
with the chance to come good on its promise to
the U.N. and it is to be haped that Baghdzy

“be given every opportunity to cooperate.
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‘Sectarian violence plaguing

Subcontinent, sa%s

Islamabad, December 24

AS PRESIDENT Pervez Mushar-
raf once again raked up Gujarat
violence, Iranian President Syed
Muhammad Khatami on Tues-
day reminded Pakistan of the
sectarian strife in the country in-
volving majority Sunni and mi-
nority Shia*saying such violence
and differences were the major
problems facing the region.

Khatami, who is on a three-
day visit here, also asked India
and Pakistan to sort out their dif-
ferences in the interest of re-
gional economic development.

Asked at a joint news confer-
ence here with Pakistan Premier
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali
what Iran proposed to do to stop
the communal attacks on Mus-
lims in Gujarat, Khatami said he
condemned atrocities not only
against Muslims but against all
human beings.

“We are against any kind of

brutalities and atrocities aga
human beings anywhere in the
world especially when it hap-
pens against Muslims. No mat-
ter where they are, whether it is
Palestine, India or anywhere,”
he said, adding in his view sec-
tarian violence was biggest prob-
lem that faced the region.

“Major problem we are facing
in our region is sectarian vio-
lence and sectarian differences.
We have to face this sinister phe-
nomenon. We should try to build
a world where all people of the
world can live in peace with dif-
ferent faiths and pursuits,” he
said without directly referring
to large scale sectarian violence
in Pakistan.

At a banquet hosted for Khata-
mi on Monday, President
Musharraf accused Indian Gov-
ernment of “cynically encourag-
ing” communal riots and said
“what has happened in Gujarat

has finally exposed the myth of

Khatam

oA B

Indian secular1sm” But hata-
mi said: “Violence has bedn com-
mitted in may parts world in the
name of Islam. Peaceful coexis-
tence among all nations and
racial groups, not only between

Muslims but also non Muslims is

important... I hope we can estab-
lish a world where justice and
peace can be promoted by all hu-
man beings.”

Asked about the proposed In-
dia-Iran gas pipeline project to be
laid through Pakistan, Khatami
said there was no was problem
from Iran and Pakistan but India
had expressed its own concerns.

“I hope in our future talks we
will be able to take steps to re-
move some of the problems that
have been raised by the Indian
side. This project plays impor-
tant role in the economic co-op-
eration between Iran, India and
Pakistan and is economically vi-
able for the three countries.

PTI
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Baghdad offers ,
access to

LONDON, DEC. 23. In a surprise
move to stave off the U.S.-led
attack, Iraq has invited the CIA
to track down the elusive weap-
ons of mass destruction in the
country amid reports that the
U.N. is preparing secret contin-
gency plans for a war that would
halt all the Iraqi oil production,
“seriously degrade” its electric-
ity system and provoke civil un-
rest.

Amir al-Sadi, Scientific Advis-
er to the Iraqi President, Sad-
dam Hussein, on Sunday
challenged the U.S. and the
British intelligence to show
hard evidence that Iraq pos-
sessed any biological, chemical
or nuclear weapons. “We do not
even have any objections if the
CIA sent somebody with the in-
spectors to show them the sus-
pected sites,” Gen. Sadi said in
Baghdad.

The Iraqi offer of unhindered
access to CIA agents came after
pressure from Washington that
made war early in the new year
almost inevitable, The Guardian
reported today.

After four days of diplomatic
onslaught, Iraq had hit back ac-
cusing the Bush Administration
of rehashing old lies. ‘“We have
told the world we are not pro-

Ao

ducing these kinds of weapons,
but it seems that the world is
drugged, absent or in a weak
position,” Mr. Hussein said.

Meanwhile, a report in the
Times today said the internal
U.N. documents predicted that
the worst fighting would be in
the three central governorates’
around Baghdad, with the Kur-
dish-controlled north remain-
ing largely free of conflict. But it
would take a month after the
war breaks out for the U.N. hu-
manitarian workers to plunge in
work in the predominantly Shia
south.

Though formally expressing
the hope that war can be avert-
ed, the U.N. relief agencies are
already positioning emergency
supplies and updating evacua-
tion procedures for the hun-
dreds of foreign staff now inside
Iraq.“The U.N. expects that
there will be full compliance by
Iraq... and that, consequently,
there will be no new humanitar-
ian crisis,” one document says.

The U.N. Secretary-General,
Kofi Annan, was trying to keep
the preparations secret for fear
of signalling to Iraq that weap-
ons inspections were futile and
a U.S.-led attack was inevitable,
a report said. — PTI
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LONDON, DECEMBER 22 ¥

: HEUSandBntam
amplanningamas-

sion of Iraq from

theGulfastheﬁrststagemany,

ground war, a British Defence
nnmstry source said on Satur-
! day. “Discussions on future
amphibious operations are at
an advanced stage,” the source

said, adding that Britainwould

commit its elite 3 Commando
Brigade of Royal Marines to
the finvasi

In the 1991 Guif War, US-
led forces assembled a large
amphibious task force in the
Gulf, but never mounted an as-

sault by sea, Instead, infantry

poured into parts of Iraq and
Kuwait from Saudi Arabia by
land. The British Defence
Ministry source said planners
were this time leaning towards
an amphibious assault in the
case of a war with Iraq in part
because of the difficulties of
protecting a large ground-
based Army from chemical or
biological attack.

“Would you really put.

2,00,000 troops in one place
and let them be targets for an

attack?” the source said. The-
amphibious option also re-

duces the diplomatic and polit-
ical sensitivity of moving large
land forces into countriesin the
region which have not yet pub-
licly given consent for their tet-
ritory to be used as a launch-
pad for an invasion.

Other ground forces could

deploy later, after amphibious '

forces had already opened upa
front, the British source said.

‘sive seabormne inva- .

AP/PTI photo

et lrgesoldimtodesertSaddam

WASHINGTON: Aircraft from the United States and its allies A
dropped leaflets over southem Iraq on Saturday advertising radio fre- .+
quencies carrying appeals to Iraqi soldiers to desert President Sad-
dam Hussein, the US Central Command said. A totad of 2,40,000
leaflets were dropped refening Iraqis to frequencies on which coali-
tion forces broadcast a series of anti-Saddam messages. lt was the
elghth such aerial leaflet scattarig in thépast three months, the com- . &
mand said. “Do not let Saddarn tamish the reputation of soldirs any - o £
longer, said one of the broadcasts, a full text of which was available
on the Central Command Web site, www.centcom.mil. *Saddam uses |

AUS ammy exerclse in the Kuwaltl desert on Sunday

memnutarytopersewtemowwhodon'tagreewmmsumust R
agenda,’ themessagesaid ‘Makethedecision.” - -—Rautats

The US, Britain and any
other allies that join them

" would have an easier time
.launching a seabomne attack

this time than in 1991 because
they already control the main
sea lanes into Iraqg and have
made sure they are free from
mines. Over the pastyear, Aus-
tralian, US and British war-
ships patrolling the Guif to en-
force UN sanctions on Iraq
have moved their operations

from international waters into

Iraqiterritory.
Theaﬂnednmnowoper—

IDIAN e XPRES -

. Americans.

ate freely up to the mouths of
the Khor Abd Allah and Shaat
Al Arab estuaries, where Irag’s
great rivers spill over salt
marshes into the Gulf. The
Shaat Al Arab gives access to
Iraq’s main port of Basra on
the Euphrates. Three British
mine-clearing ships are in the

Gulf helping make sure thewa- -
terways dre clear. Britain’s 3

Commando Brigade would

“send about 3,000 men to the ,

amptnbxmsopexatmnto)oma
much larger contingent of
Reuters
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~'Baghdad

dSSUres

UN full cooperatlon

. REUTERS
'DUBAI, DECEMBER 22

AN IRAQI Minister said
.on Sunday that Baghdad

, wouldfullyoooperate with the
1 UN in a last-ditch effort to

avoidwar, but saida US-led at-

i .tackmaybeallbutinevitable.

“We will never give the US

'and Britain the pretext they are

oking for to (wage) their un-
war against our country,”

) In\qx Trade Minister Mo-

|, hammed Mehdi Saleh told the
English-language daily Guld

News. “Iraq will 3B to any ex-
tent to cooperate with the UN
to refute claims that we have
weaponsof mass destruction,”
said Salel, who was on a visit to
theUAE .

The US has declared Iraq
in “material breach” of a UN
disarmament resolution for

failing to declare its suspected

i chemical, biological and nu-

clearveaponsprogrammes.
Wahington and London
hare indicated that the
prespeit of a ground and air
wa to topple Iraqi President
Hussein in early 2003

wanow increasingly likely.

* 'We are ready to answer
arquestlons If they claim
tlprc e any gaps, we are
1y o help them fill the
” Saleh said. “We will re-
val that the Americans are ly-
ir} that the war they are about

toaunch against our country
othing to dowithweapons

A demonstratloﬁ against
the US in South Korea on
Sunday. Reuters

of mass destruction.
“The goal is not the destruc-

. tionofalleged weapons of mass

destruction but a desire on the
part of the American and the
British governments to control
Iraqgi oil and impose their hege-
mony...on the Arab world,” he
added. But the minister said
Iraq would resist “through all
means an attack against its dig-
nity, prideand future”.

“Our people have always
stood to the challenge. We lib-
erated our land from the
British after WW L Britain lost
more than 100,000 lives. Their
graveyards all over Iraq still
bear witness to the heroism of

our people.” /

7/
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LONDON, DEC 21. The British Prime MinisteX, Tony
Blair, has warned the troops to be ready, for a
possible war in what is seen as the clearést in-
dication yet that the stage is set for military in-
tervention in Iraq.

Mr. Blair used a special Christmas message to
sound the grim warning even as the U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, postponed a visit to Africa
to concentrate on developments in Iraq, and Ger-
many confirmed receiving a request for 2,000
troops in the new year to protect the U.S. bases
there.

Mr. Blair said a war could still be averted if Iraq
agreed to declare and destroy its weapons of
mass destruction as demanded by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, but insisted that the “key thing at the
moment is to make all the preparations necessary
and to make sure...that we are able to undertake
this mission if it fails to us to do so.”

By Hasan Suroor

[}

4&3 Prepare for war: Blair

Justifying the British and the U.S. threats of
military action to disarm Iraq, the Prime Minister
said, “When we are dealing with someone like
Saddam Hussein, uniess you do have the capa-
bility to use force if necessary, it is very hard to
make the world a more secure and more peaceful
place. And, sometimes, I think the best, indeed
the only way, of avoiding war is to be prepared for
one if you have to have it.”

However, Mr Blair made it clear that there was
no intention to bypass the Security Council. “If it
is, and if we discover that they (Iraq) have been
refusing to cooperate fully with the U.N. inspec-
tors, then we have always made it clear that we
will go back to the Security Council, that we will
be prepared to use force,” he said.

Anti-war MPs, meanwhile, stepped up pres-
sure on the Government to seek Parliament’s ap-

p’rovalbeye(lding on military action against
Iraq.



/ A separate peacey

% Preparations are afoot but the world
| Q‘» can still step in to prevent war on Iraq

HE next five weeks are likely to
be crucial in deciding whether
. the Middle East is going to experi-
.ence another war or not. US Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell, known to
have been moderate in approach to
the Iraq crisis, was uncharacteristi-
cally forthright in saying the Iraqi de-
claration totally “fails to move us in
the direction of a peaceful solution.’
He cited systematic omissions in the
12,000 page declarations to support
his argument although no indication
was given about the intelligence that
the US claims to reject Iraqgi protes-
tations. It is significant that France,
which has so far favoured a peaceful
solution, now seems critical of the
Iragi submissions describing them as
* incomplete and full of inconsisten-
cies. But there seem to be clear indi-
cations that war is neither imminent,
nor inevitable.
Taha Yassin Ramadan, the Iragi

‘vice president, has asserted that the:

declaration is complete and that ‘Iraq
is' ready to supply all the necessary
specifics.’ Other officials have also
stated that they are willing to provide
-clarifications and elaborations wher-

ever required. This is encouraging .

and so is the statement of Dr Hans
Blix, head of UNMOVIC (UN Moni-
toring, Verification and Indpection
Commission) tasked to check Iraqi
WMD violations in terms of UN Se-
curity Council resolution 1441, that
Iraq is co-operating well with the in-
spectors who have visited 130 sites so
far. These are all positive signs. ‘
On the other hand, preparations
for war have, in fact, been stepped
up. A war of sorts is already on, with
information and psychological pres-
sures being built up by both sides. Yet
the UN Security Council is likely to
wait until at least January 27 when
Dr Blix is expected to present his fi-
nal report. Thus there is time and op-
portunity for the international com-
munity to try and avert a war that
could only bring more misery tg the
people of Iraq suffering from the ef-
fects. of wars during the past two
decades. Colin Powell has promised
to consult with US friends and allies
to gain Iraqi compliance. The inter-
national community, however,

 should not rely only on the UN Secu-

rity Council but make best use of the
narrow window of opportunity that
seems available at this moment.

—d

NDIAM SYPRES
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r\’ Perfidy in e aluatmg Iraq’s declaration

eorge W Bush’s tendency to regard his own bias and

pre]udlces over Iraq including his preoccupation with
Saddam Hussein, as a substitute for world opinion continues
unabated. The latest to fall victim to the high-pressure
salesmanship seems to be Hans Blix, the chief weapons
inspector of the UN team who is said; by the Americans
to be preparing to get into line — it has been announced
that his report to the Security Council on Thursday will
strengthen the US position. The White House spokesman
Ari Fleischer is already expressing. the President’s con-
cern about omissions and problems in the Iraqi declaration
and laying down the deadline as end January for a decision
on peace or war. We can be assured that it will be war, if
Bush is allowed to rush headlong into it as he plans to do. As
regards what the omissions and problems are, we are not
allowed to know except the old fallacious line that Saddam
has not yet proved the negative that he has not yet made a
full declaration of the weapons he had at the start of the
Gulf war. e ?M

Nerves in international relations are gettin frayed and
the world economy, already in crisis is showing all the signs
that war is inevitable. The price of gold has touched a new
high, oil prices are rising, coupled with rumours that Saddam
Hussein is planning a scorched earth policy, setting fire to
and destroying his oil fields and will attempt to release
biological and chemical weapons. Largely attended meetings
billed as those of Iraqi dissidents are held, no doubt the
Americans are organising them to the amusement of
Saddam who knows what value to put on these gatherings
intended to soak up American dollars and making noises
that would be music to Bush’s ears. Then an extraordinary
demand has been made; that Saddam hand over or let go,
Iraqi scientists to be named by the Americans, with their
families who would be transported outside Iraq and
encouraged to make noises about Saddam’s perfidy which
will, without further ceremony, be treated as sworn
testimony against the Iraqi dictator. What will happen to
them after they have perjured themselves as tutored and
have been duly paid off is not known. There is no suggestion
that the Americans will retain an interest in them after their
purpose has been served — Saddam can go after them for all
that Washington cares. Who in these circumstances will
come forward and perform is difficult to tell, it partly
depends on whether the payoff is large enough for them to
make their life elsewhere in the world, assummg that any
country is willing to risk a Saddam operation to get them on
their land.

The British are under the ‘impression that they exercise
an influence on Bush and will prevail. One would hope
so but London must understand that they are dealing with a
new phenomenon in the world, a new and frightening
version of the closed mind, comparable to that open-minded
public performer Osama bin Laden. Bush will hear no voice
but his own and his administration conveys to him that no
other voice is relevant. Even the candid admission by North
Korea that they are in brazen breach of agreements entered
into with America, Japan and South Korea to cease and
desist from going ahead with their nuclear programme in
return for two nuclear power plants for civilian use. Both
sides are in breach but that does not help. The problem
created is urgent and fraught with grave peril but Bush
cannot deal with North Korea and Saddam at the same time;
he has limitations! The Security Council is being
hijacked, the UN Secretary-General must wait in queue to
be heard by Bush and there is no one to disperse the
war clouds gathering ominously. At this point at any
rate, the checks and balances in the governance of the
United States do not appear to work. They must begin
before it is too late.

R
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IRAQ / AIRCRAFT CARRIERS LEAVE REM

-

U.S. attack may not be imminen

By Atul Aneja [Q) NS T

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), DEC.19. In a signal that a
military attack on Irag may not be immi-
nent, key U.S. warships have been pulled
out of West Asia.

The aircraft carrier, Kitty Hawk, returned
to its home port of Yokosuka in Japan last
Friday. The Kitty Hawk is the only one
among the U.S. Navy’s 12 aircraft carriers
that is permanently deployed outside the
country. Analysts point out that this war-
ship had been on standby for most of the
last seven weeks for a possible attack
against Iraq.

In addition, the carrier, George Washing-
ton, is routing out of the Mediterranean to
its home port in Virginia in the U.S. The
movement of George Washington out of
Iraq’s proximity would mean that the U.S.
would be short of 70 to 80 planes to mount
a possible attack on Iragq.

The U.S. will also be short of 400 long-
range Tomahawk cruise missiles as nine
smaller ships that are part of George Wash-
ington’s carrier task force are also being
brought back to their home base.

The U.S. defence department, however,
has cautioned against reading too much in-
to the withdrawal of the two carriers and as
this would not affect combat readiness.
Military analysts point out that the U.S.
armed forces would feel comfortable if four
to five aircraft carriers were present in the
region before an attack on Iraq was
launched.

But with the rotation of George Washing-
ton and Kitty Hawk, only one aircraft carri-
er, Abraham Lincoln, is at present within
the striking distance of Iraq. This ship is
also expected to return to its home base in
Washington by the middle of next month.

A fighter plane in a routine sortie from the U.S. warship, USS Abraham Lincoln,
which is placed at a striking distance from Iraq in this recent photo.

The U.S. navy is reported to have de-
ployed or is in the process of deploying two
carriers, Harry S. Truman and the Constel-
lation, in the region. But additional number
of carriers, possibly two, will still have to be
brought in before a possible attack on Iraq
is launched. Analysts point out that the
process of bringing in additional carriers
could take around a month to complete. In
that case, it is unlikely that full-scale oper-
ations against Iraq can begin before the end
of January. There are three other factors
that discourage the immediate use of mil-
itary force. First, the British Parliament is
heading for the Christmas and New Year

TH= HINDL

break. Any declaration of war outside Par-
liament is highly unlikely. Indicating that
war plans were yet to be finalised, Admiral
Sir Michael Boyce, chief of the British De-
fence Staff, has said that the military was
finding the lack of a clear plan frustrating.

Second, the preparations for an alterna-
tive regime to the Government of the Iraqi
President, Saddam Hussein, are yet to be {
completed. ‘

Third, the U.S. is being forced to pay
greater attention to North Korea, and this
could, in the coming days, become a factor
that could divert some of its attention from
Iraq.
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Iraq misuse Y
material, say diplomat \

UNITED NATIONS, DEC 18. Iraq
might have obtained legaily, the
material that it put to use in
‘building weapons of mass de-
struction, from several compa-
nies in the U.S,, Britain, France,
japan and Sweden, diplomats
say.

The inference drawn from
the declaration by Iraq on its
status of WMD given to the U.N.
is that Baghdad might have di-
verted material that it legally
obtained for use other than it
declared, they say. Meanwhile,
10 non-permanent members of
the 15-member Council were
given the edited version of the
more than 12,000 page declara-
tion given by Iraq.

Diplomats said the abridged
version, from which recipe for
manufacturing weapons  of
mass destruction and the
names of the companies from
which Baghdad obtained mate-
rials, had been deleted, ran into
some 3,500 pages.

Some other material, includ-
ing annexes, would be given to
them next week. The part of the
declaration which related to
Iraq’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme and was vetted by the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and was deliver-
ed on compact discs.

Most of the members, who
received copies yesterday, im-
mediately sent the document,
i some 5 kg, to
for analysis.

d Western

Scientists analyse air, water, soil and dust samples,
gathered by the U.N. arms inspectors in Iraq, in one of the
laboratories of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) in Seibersdorf, east of Vienna, Austria, on
Wednesday. — AP

Europe, the U.S. and Japan,
provided the components and
know-how Iraq needed to build
an atomic bomb, according to
Iraq’s 1996 accounting of its nu-
clear programme.

The secret declaration is vir-
tually identical to the one sub-
mitted to the U.N. inspectors on
December 7, according to UN
officials.

The reports have not been
made public to prevent nuclear
know-how from falling into the
wrong hands and also to protect
the names of companies that
wittingly or unwittingly sup-

plied Iraq with the means to
make nuclear weapons. U.N. of-
ficials, who spoke on condition
of anonymity, said the only dif-
ference between the two reports
was that the latest had a 300-
page section in Arabic on civil-
ian nuclear programmes and a
slightly larger typeface that
stretched it to 2,100 pages.
That foreign companies
helped Iraq has long been
known, and some of them have
been identified before, but the
Iraqi accounting adds up to the
most exhaustive list so far of
companies involved. — AP
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the Middle East

supports a flour-
ishing terrorist network and is
steadily acquiring weapons of
mass destruction? If you said
Iraq, you're one letter off. It’s”
Iran, which the State Depart-
ment has long branded “the
most active state sponsor of
terrorism in the world.”

Last week Washington

produced satellite  pho-
tographs to demonstrate that
Iran was “actively working on
a nuclear-weapons pro-
gramme.” Why is a state with
vast oil and natural-gas re-

‘serves investing so heavily in

nucleat power? (The only
other oil state that said -it
needed nuclear reactors was...
Iraq.) It would be like Saudi
Arabia’s building windmills.
Iran is also a vigorous ex-
porter of Islamic fundamental-
ism., For two decades now
Tehran has funded radical Is-
lamic movements, scholars and
centres around the world. Atits
worst Iran is Iraq plus Saudi
Arabia, all in one country.
And yet many observers
look at Iran'and see it as the
most hopeful place in the
Middle East. They point out
that it holds elections, hasa re-
formist president, and its
women have more political

“Between Q

same

money and power. \m

The clerics have created a
network of supporters and en-
forcers who keep things tightly
under control. There are sev-
eral shadowy gangs of thugs—
the largest of them a Hitler
Youth-type group called the
Basij—that go around terror-
izing people. They operate
above and beyond the law,
breaking up demonstrations,
even those that have been ap-
proved by local authorities.
Then there is the secret police.
One of the ironies of Iran to-
day is that the mullahs came to
power riding a wave of fear
over the shah’s dreaded
Savak. But the only institution
of the old regime that has
been maintained, indeed for-
tified, hasbeen the Savak, now
called the Savama.

‘Despite having run the
economy into the grOund
there is a powerful minority in
Iran that has greatly benefited
from the revolution. The cler-
ics use their oil loot to keep
happy a cadre of religious
leaders, corrupt bureaucrats,
student revolutionaries and
Army officers. These people
will no suddenly mellow into
liberal democrats because
they watch students protest-
ing. The mullahs must be
pushed.

The strategy for reform-
ing Iran will have to be quite
different from that for Iraq.
Iraq requires a hard (mili-
tary) strategy, Iran a soft (po-
litical) one.

The most hopeful aspect |

of Tran’s tragedy is that it has
dimmed the allure of Islamic

Iran’s democracy is a sham. Khatami is a
figurehead, allowed to give high-minded
speeches and do little. In some ways Iran is
more closed today than it was when he was
elected in 1997: over 80 reformist newspapers
have been shut down in the last few years

rights than in many Arab
countries. But Iran’s democ-
racy is a sham. The president,
Mohammed Khatami, is a fig-
urehead, allowed to give high-
minded speeches and dq little
else. Almost three quarters of
the way through his reign, he
has accomplished virtually

nothing by way of politicdl re-

form. In some ways Iran is
more closed today than it was
when he was elected in 1997.
For exampie, more than 80 re-
formist newspapers have been
shut down in the last few years.
The fundamental mistake
people make about today’s
Iran is to assume that the re-
formers—who speak in tones
that the West can under-
stand—wield power. There
have always been such figures.
The first president of the Is-
lamic republic was Abolhassan
Bani Sadr, a Paris-educated
liberal. He lasted ayear. Iran is
atheocracy; the reformers and
moderates are window dress-
ing. Real power fests with a
tiny clerical establishment.
That power is now under
serious challenge. Students
are protesting in Tehran by the
thousands. The middle classes
have expressed thieir disgust
with the regime by voting in
every recent election for the
most anti-regime candidate
on the ballot. Most important,
leading clerics are criticizing
the regime and distancing
themselves from it. A brave
professor, Hashem Aghajari,
has dared the regime to exe-
cute him for his “crime’—
which was to advocate publicly
the separation of mosque and
state. But this is not an equal

fight. The mullahs have all the

politics. Iranians now have a
visceral disgust with clerics in
power, a backlash that is
more likely tg produce the
separation of mosque and
state than scholarly writings
about anIslamic reforma-
tion. Washington should
make a major effort to publi-
cize the mullahs’ greed. It can
obtain—from Switzerland,
Luxembourg, wherever—the
hard evidence that will show
Iranians that their, sainted

leaders are as corrupt as-

Africa’s worst tin-pot tyrants.
Iranians already suspect this,
but they cannot know the ex-
tent of the damage.

Washington should also

fund the satellite-television
stations, many beaming out of
Los Angeles, that have be-
come manna for information-
starved Iranians. Most of their
programs are not particularly
political, but news, entertain-

" ment, fashion—all harmless

windows. into the modern
world—are the slow killers of
aclosed society. Many of these

4~

~

stations are struggling for lack ,
of money. Small- sums could .

make abig difference.
Gilles Kepel, France’s

leading scholar of the Middle -

East, was in Tehran recently.
At a dinner party an Iranian

woman came up to himin ut-

ter exasperation and said,

“Can you believe that those .
peasants in Afghanistan have

been liberated andwe have to .

keep wearing this ridiculous -

higab (veil)?”” The lady might
have to wait.

liberate itself. But we can help.

(Courtesy Newsweek Inc) <+

Unlike ,_
Afghanistan, Iran will have to



More l)y\ inspectors pour into Iraq

Baghdad Iraq oreign minister
Naji Sabri has ac-
cused the United
States of waging an
“undeclared war” on
his country as Wash-
ington continued its
military build-up in
the Gulf and the Unit-
ed Nations poured
more weapons in-
spectors into Iraqg.

Amid all the developments, Iraqi
dissidents meeting in London were
struggling to reach an agreement on
a blueprint for a post-Saddam Iragq,
amid differences on the make up of a
body that would speak for the vari-
ous opposition groups, after two days
of talks in London.

The more than 300 delegates at the
two-day conference were due to name
a committee that would coordinate
the disparate opposition groups and
act as an “interlocutor” with world
and regional powers.

Also in London was Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Al-Assad, on a mission
to urge a peaceful solution to the
Iraqi crisis. Syria, the only current
Arab member of the UN security
council, voted for resolution 1441,
which is the basis for current UN
arms inspections in Iraq.

The inspectors have started asking
Iraqi industry officials for the names
of scientists involved in the coun-
try’s former nuclear programme, an
Iraqi spokesman said.

A UN team made the inquiry on

Naiji Sabri

Sunday during an inspection of the
glass and ceramic company, in Ra-
madi, 100 km west of Baghdad, an
Iraqi foreign ministry spokesman
said in a statement carried by the of-
ficial Iraqi news agency.

It was the first time that Baghdad
or the UN have admitted that inter-
national experts are also collecting
data on those involved in Iraq’s for-
mer or suspected arms programmes
during their daily inspections since

No signs of N-arms
in Iraq: IAEA chief

Abu Dhabi: UN arms inspec-
tors are making good progress
in Iraq and have so far found no
evidence of nuclear or chemical
weapons production there, ac-
cording to International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) head
Mohamed Elbaradei.

Mr Elbaradei warned, howev-
er, that Iraq must continue to co-
operate to avert war.

“Now we are making good
progress in having Iraq co-oper-
ate,” Mr Elbaradei said during a
lecture in Abu Dhabi on Sunday.

With the implementation of
the United Nations’ new disar-
mament resolution 1441, “the
use of force no longer appears
as the first option but is now re-
garded as the last resort. arp

they resumed on November 27.

The TAEA team also “asked who
were the main foreign suppliers of
the company, its links to the univer-
sity of Al-Anbar” in Ramadi, before
inspecting the facility and carrying
out a gamma ray survey of the site
and the surrounding area, he added.

Meanwhile, warplanes from the
US-British coalition have struck tar-
gets in southern Iraq for the second
day in a row, after encountering hos-
tile fire during one of their patrol
missions, the US central command
said.

It said the fighter jets used preci-
sion-guided munitions to hit an Iragi
mobile radar and cable repeater sites
located near the cities of an
Nasiriyah, approximately 160 kilo-
metres southeast of Baghdad, and
Basra.

In another related development,
one of Japan’s hi-tech Aegis destroy-
ers left on Monday for the Indian
Ocean to beef up Tokyo’s logistic
support for the US-led military cam-
paign in Afghanistan, despite objec-
tions at home.

The 7,250-ton ‘Kirishima’ became
the first Japanese warship equipped
with a state-of- the-art guided missile
weapons system to participate in

~ Japan’s assistance to the US forces.

The departure of the vessel came
shortly after US deputy secretary of
state Richard Armitage visited
Japan and other US allies in the re-
gion to drum up support for possible
military action against Iraq. are
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WASBHAINGTON, DEC. 14. A nuclear fuel produc-
tion plant and research laboratory Iran is
constructing will be underground, the State
Department said on Friday.

The department spokesman, Richard
Boucher, said satellite imagery showed that
some structures at the Natanz plant in cen-
tral Iran already were being covered with
earth.

“Iran’clearly intended to harden and bu-
ry that facility,” Mr. Boucher said. “That
facility was probably never intended by
Iran to be a declared component of the
peaceful (nuclear) programme.” Instead,
he said, ““Iran has been caught constructing
a secret underground site where it could
produce missile material.”

An Iranian Government spokesman, Ab-
dollah Ramezanzadeh, said on Friday in
Teheran that Natanz “is not under the
ground.”

He insisted that Iran’s nuclear facilities
are for peaceful purposes even as Iran can-
celled a U.N. visit to Natanz and another
construction site.

Mr. Boucher said reports of the secret
facilities Iran is constructing “‘reinforce our
already grave concern that Iran is seeking

N ' o
ran pursuing‘nuclear programme:

technology to produce fissile material for
nuclear weapons.”

He said a statg as rich in oil and gas as
Iran would not gain economically by build-
ing costly nuclear fuel facilities. “I'd point
out that Iran flares more gas (from its oil
fields) annually than the equivalent energy
its desired reactors would produce,” Mr.
Boucher said.

He urged Iran to cooperate fully with the
International Atomic Energy Agency and
comply with its rules requiring complete
disclosure of plant design information no
later than 180 days before construction
starts. “Iran has not accepted that obliga-
tion,” Mr. Boucher said. “As a first step,
that’s something they should do.”

Mr. Boucher said the United States
would continue to work with other coun-
tries to get them to refrain from nuclear
cooperation with Iran and block Teheran’s
covert efforts to buy or acquire sensitive
nuclear equipment and expertise.

He said he did not know if the Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, discussed Iran’s ac-
tivities in a telephone call on Friday with
the Russian Foreign Minister, Igor Ivanov.

Some 600 Russian specialists are working

U.S.
bip-

on an $800-million project to build a nucle-
ar reactor in southern Iran that is supposed
to go on line in the next few months.

The United States has expressed concern
that the planned 1,000 mega watt reactor
will help advance Iran’s weapons
programme.

But Russia has insisted that the nuclear
plant would serve purely civilian purposes
and remain under international
supervision.

CNN had on Thursday cited unnamed
U.S. officials as claiming that American sat-
ellites had spotted two Iranian places, one
in the central city of Arak and the other in
Natanz in the Isfahan province, which sug-
gested they could be used for making nu-
clear weapons.

A spokesman for Iran’s Foreign Ministry
stressed that the country’s nuclear energy
activities were for “peaceful objectives”

and denounced the U.S. claims as being |

aimed at diverting the world opinion from
the Zionist Israeli regime’s threats.

“Iran believes it has the right to carry out
necessary researches for peaceful use of nu-
clear energy and no country can deprive it
from this natural right,” he said. — AP, PTI
Ve
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_
NEW YORK, Dec. 13. — US
~ Tntelligence agencies have
reached a preliminary conclu-
. sion that Iraq’s 12,000-page
“declaration of its weapons
. programmes fails t6 account
for_chemical and biological
. agents missing when inspec-
Jtors left the country four
“years ago, US officials and
., UN diplomats said today.
"'The dossier leaves open a
. host of questions, like why
Baghdad was seeking to buy
_uranium in Africa and high-
technology materials that
.the USA and Britain said
“were destined for a pro-
' gramme to enrich uranium.
The document is under re-
view in Washington ana at
the International Atomic
Energy Agency in Vienna.
~-Baghdad insisted today
“that its inventory of banned
weapons was “truthful and
complete” amid reports that
hawks in Washington regar-
ded it.as so “laughable” as
to constitute immediate
grounds for war. “Iraq’s
declaration on its weapons
programmes is truthful and
complete. (There are) no
omissions in it,” General
Hossam Mohammed Amin,
Iraq’s chief liaison with UN
weapons inspectors, told
the official daily Al-Iraq.
Jhe omissions pose a new
challenge for the Bush ad-
ministration, as it has to de-

From page 1
QUATTROCCHI:

evidence, he told reporters,

pointing that in view of the
tenor of the proceedings
before the High Court, the
verdict was on “expected
lines”. “We were not given a
chance and this is what we
have today,” he said,
describing the High Court’s

decision as a “summary
verdict” ‘that he found
“distressing”. LN

The Kuala Lumpur judge
— who had recently obser-
ved that the Indian and
Malaysian governments had
jumped the gun by sending:

cide whether t declare that
Iraq has failed'to meet re-
quirements set by UN and
whether to use that failure
as a justification for war.
“What'’s remarkable is how
little new there is, and how
little effort was made to try
to explain gaps that every-
one knew were there since

UNSCOM,” an US official -

told New York Times, refer-
ring to the UN agency that
conducted weapons inspec-
tions in Iraq in 1998.

A UN diplomat said:
“Our preliminary assess-
ment is that much of the
declaration seems to be re-
cycled. They are claiming
they have no new weapons
of mass destruction.” An-
other US official told the
Times that there were “o-
missions big enough to
drive a tank through”, like
explanations on what hap-
pened to the 550 shells fil-
led with mustard gas and
150 bombs containing bio-
logical agents which UN
could not account for in the

late 1990s. Work has begun.

on a point-by-point compar-
ison of the document with
their intelligence about Ira-
qi sites, focusing chiefly on
omissions. Within the ad-
ministration, a debate has
broken out over how much

intelligence information to-

declassify to refute Sad-
dam’s contentions.

Rumsfeld calls for patience:
US defence secretary Mr

the extradition to court
before examining it care-
fully — however, held in his
order that the Indian side
had failed to establish if the
crimes  Quattrocchi is
accused of in India were
considered an offence
under Malaysian law.

“In my opinion sufficient
material must be placed
before the court at the
commencement of  the
extradition inquiry to show
inter alia, that the fugitive
criminal is an accused
person,” the court said,
observing that the offences
alleged are open to deubt.
“It will not serve its purpose
if a party s left guessing
..from pages and pages of

Iragi workers stand in front of a mral painting of President Saddam Hussein as they open the
main gate of the Ibn Haitham engineering facility at Al-Taji, 30 km north of Baghdad, '
for visiting UN arms inspectors on Friday. — AFP

Donald H Rumsfeld has re-
jected suggestions that the
USA was eager for war with
Iraq, adds AP from Qatar.
US officials plan to spend

documents that have been
supplied.”

“If he is not an accused
person then there can be no
extradition  proceedings
against him. It would thus
be a folly to go through the
process of extradition
inquiry only to realise at the
end of it that the person
whose extradition is sought
is only suspected to have
committed an extradition
offence and is not an
accused.”

ANEES:

It was also possible that the
release could -have  been
part of a deal for divulging

| information on Al-Qaida.

This is not the first time
that Arnees has come close
to falling in New Delhi’s
hands. But the end has
always been similar. When
he was caught in Bahrain in
January 1996, UAE
promptly sought his custody
as . they suspected his
involvement in  some
offences. He was released
by, UAE within a matter of
days.

Two years later,

UAE

the next few weeks scruti-
nising the weapons declara-
tion compiled by Iraq. Mr
Rumsfeld spoke yesterday
inside a partially completed

caught him on the suspicion
that he had murdered Irfan
Goga who went missing in
November 1998. Again, he
was let off ostensibly —
even as a CBI team was
preparing to leave to seck
his extradition — because
Dubai Police realiséd they
did not have evidence «to
keep him behind bars.: This
time, it was a court which
released him, in spite of an
Interpol red corner alert,
reportedly because police
could not substantiate it
suspicions of hi:
involvement in the murde
with evidence.

Incidentally, till thi
afternoon, the CBI directot
Mr PC Sharma, maintaine:
that the UAE had not ye
rejected the agency’
deportation request. “W
hope that a healthy trend o
exchanging criminal
between the two countrie:
would continue  unin
terrupted,” he said, adding
that though a deportion
request was already pending
with the UAE authoritics,
the agency was also moving
an extradition request as
asked by the Interpol at
Abu Dhabi.

press center being built at
Camp As Sayliyah, a base in
Qatar that likely would be
used as a command post in

-any conflict with Iraq.

Iraq s olive
branch
to UN envoy

Press Trust of India

i —
UNHQ, Dec. 13. —In an ap-
parent effort to show that it is
implementing the Security
Council resolutions, Iraq has
expressed its intention to co-

. operate with the UN envoy

who is trying to resolve Ku-
wait-related issues left over
from the 1991 Gulf War.

In a letter to the United
Nations, Baghdad said it

‘has lifted its ban on visits by

the envoy, Mr Yuli Voront-
sov, and invited him to Iraq
for the first time.
Secretary-General Mr
Kofi Annan had appointed
Mr Vorontsov in February
2000 to persuade Iraq to re-
turn the Kuwaiti property it
seized during the attack and
take up the cases of Kuwai-
tis reported missing since

_ then. But Iraq declined,

receive him, accusing him of
being hostile to it.

Mr Annan refuted the
charge but Mr Vorontsov
could not initiate any action.
Iraq’s UN Ambassador Mo-
hammed Al-Douri sent the
letter on Wednesday inviting
Mr Vorontsov to visit Bagh-
dad as the guest of foreign
minister Mr Naji Sabrl./
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THE THREAT OF m111tary action against I%
would appear to have been pushed back till scru-
tiny is completed of the extensive documenta-
tion submitted by Baghdad to the United
Nations weapons inspectors, and judgment
- passed on whether this declaration constitutes a
comprehensive confession of all aspects of its
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) pro-
gramme. If Iraq has, indeed, made a full dis-
closure in the 12,000 pages that have been
handed over, it would be possible to track down
the means and the facilities by use of which nu-
clear, chemical and biological weapons (and the
ingredients for the same) were produced. With
this information on hand weapons inspectors
from the U.N. Monitoring, Verification and In-
spection Commission (UNMGVIC) and the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) would
be able to dismantle the facilities, destroy the
stockpiles and set up systems to ensure that the
infrastructure for a WMD programme is never
recreated. If events do unfold in this manner
there would no longer exist a moral justification
for military action against Iraq and the require-
ments of the U.N. Security Council Resolution
1441 would have been fulfilled. However, the
scrutiny of Iraq’s declaration will take several
weeks at the least and there is no guarantee that
all those studying the documents will agree on
an assessment that Baghdad has laid bare its
entire record in respect of a WMD capability.
Meanwhile, the U.S. administration is proceed-
" ing steadily ahead with its engineering of a coali-
tion of Iraqi forces, that it hopes will militarily
oppose and eventually replace the regime of
President Saddam Hussein, and also with a
build-up of its armed forces in the region. In the
latest manifestation of Washington’s calculated
ambiguity, the U.S. Defence Secretary, Donald
Rumsfeld, has laid down certain benchmarks for
Iraqgi behaviour that stretch and/or go beyond
the ambit of Resolution 1441.
While stating that Washington was not likely
to take a decision on possible military action

soon and that it would take into account tHe re-
sponse of other Security Council members to the
Iraqi declaration, Mr. Rumsfeld has nevertheless
indicated that the U.S. could consider two pos-
sible developments as justifications for such ac-
tion. The first of the two contingencies that Mr.
Rumsfeld has referred to does find mention in
the relevant U.N. resolution which could, there-
fore, be said to confer legitimacy on military ac-
tion triggered by such a development. In drawing
up plans for the dismantling of Baghdad’s WMD
capability, the Security Council believed that all
the details could be uncovered only if Iraqi per-
sonnel, intimately connected with the pro-
gramme, were allowed to leave Iraq with their
families and thus be given the scope to speak
freely. If they were not to be allowed to travel
abroad the U.S. could make a case — though not
a very sound one — that Iraq was blocking the
inspections. Mr. Rumsfeld also indicated that the
option of an escalated military operation could
be considered if Baghdad persisted with its prac-
tice of shooting at U.S. and allied warplanes that
enforce ‘no-fly zones’ in northern and southern '
Iraq. The whole process of demarcating and en-
forcing ‘no-fly zones’ rests on very dubious in-
terpretations of past Security Council
resolutions, Iraq will continue to resist this U.S.-
led operation and Mr. Rumsfeld’s reference to
this contingency smacks of a dangerous tenden-
cy to hunt for justifications for a military strike.

Until Iraq’s declaration is thoroughly scruti-
nised it would be difficult to say whether or not
Baghdad has finally decided to come clean on its
WMD programme and has thus effectively
agreed to the dismantling of it. It is possible to
speculate either way at the moment but the ob-
jective conditions — the unanimity with which
the world has called for the dismantling of its
WMD potential — ought to have convinced Iraq
that it cannot obfuscate any longer. Iraq has
made its choice and its disclosures should be
thoroughly and jmpartially evaluated before
judgment is pasged and action taken.
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“US gets uncensored copies
of Iraqi (Vl(%%?ration on arms

United Nations: US and UN experts‘began
analysing on Tuesday Iraq’s mammoth arms
declaration that contains detailed informa-
tion about efforts to build a nuclear bomb, re-
search on biological warfare and what could
be an embarrassing list of suppliers for its il-
legal weapons.

In a controversial move, the US obtained
copies of the document delivered to the UN
headquarters, duplicated it quickly, and then

Bush announces support
to Iraqi opposition

Washington: As part of the efforts to
herald a regime change in Iraq, US Pres-
ident George W. Bush on Tuesday an-
nounced assistance to six Iraqi opposi-
tion groups to help overthrow Saddam
Hussein and establish democracy in
Iraq.

Certifying the six opposition groups—
the Assyrian Democratic Movement, the
Iraqi Free Officers and Civilians Move-
ment, the [ragi National Front, the Iraqi
National Movement, the Iraqi Turkmen
Front and the Islamic Accord of Irag—as
democratic, Mr Bush has qualified them
for assistance to help overthrow Saddam
Hussien.

Mr Bush also ordered the defence de-
prtment to furnish up to $92 million in de-
fence articles from the department of de-
fence and defence services and military
education and training to another set of
six groups.

The group which includes the Iraqi Na-
tional Accord, Iraqi National Congress,
Kurdistan Democratic Party, Movement
for Constitutional Monarchy, Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan and the Supreme
Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq
were being given US assistance. rni

Gh\ 0wl
shared them with four other permanent se-
curity council members. Britain and France
received their copies in Washington on Mon-
day while Russia and China asked for it to be
flown back to New York, diplomats said.

The other 10 rotating council members will
get only an edited copy, possibly in a week, with
sensitive portions that could contain recipes
for making dangerous weapons excised by the
UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection
Commission (Unmovic).Its executive chair-
man, Hans Blix, is expected to tell council
members how long this process will take. He
has assigned the document to 15 experts in an
analysis and assessment unit, headed by a for-
mer French military officer and chemical
weapons specialist, Jean-Louis Roland.

In Washington, experts gathered at a cen-
tral place and then expected to divide up sec-
tions of the nearly 12,000-page document that
details Iraq’s weapons efforts and items with
civilian as well as military uses as required
under a November 8 security council resolu-
tion. Security council members on Friday
had decided everyone should receive the
purged report, a move that apparently an-
gered the United States.

After a flurry of phone calls over the week-
end, all but Syria agreed to the arrangement
to allow the five powers to receive the docu-
ment immediately. Mexico, which had also
objected, relented after secretary of state Col-
in Powell telephoned foreign minister Jorge
Castanega.

Several council members, however, have
told the US that none of the excised material
should be a basis for a “material breach —
words that could allow war — because they
would have no way of judging its veracity.

While the US says it can declare a material
breach, the other 14 council members, in-
cluding close ally Britain, say the November
8 resolution requires violations to be verified
by UN arms inspection commissions.

The White House, however, was low-keyed
on Monday:. Reuters

-
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/'\/‘ % IRAQ / QUESTIONS OVER ALUMINIUM TUBES

U.N. team se; ches Saddam palace

\J‘)’“ By Atul Aneja (DAA

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), DEC. 3. Testing the Unit

ed Nations mandate that allows them to!
visit any site, international weapons in-
spectors searching for Iraqi weapons of
mass destruction, for the first time, entered
one of the palaces of the Iraqi President,
Saddam Hussein, without advance notice.

The visit assumes importance as it shows
that Iraq is complying with the recent U.N.
Security Council resolution that allows the
inspectors to carry out surprise inspections
anywhere and at anytime in Irag. On the
sixth day of their probe, inspectors spent
one and a half hours inside the Al-Sajoud
palace on the banks of the river Tigris in
west Baghdad.

The inspection team did not make any
comments after concluding the visit. Ac-
cess to Mr. Hussein's many presidential
sites was an explosive issue in the previous
round of inspections in the 1990s. The Ira-
gis had sought to bar the U.N. inspectors,
leading to difficult negotiations between
the U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi Annan,
and Mr. Hussein. The inspectors, as a result
of these talks, were allowed to visit key

- presidential sites with diplomatic escort
and notice.

As the weapons probe gathers momen-
tum, there are early signs that the inspec-
tors are asking the Iragis to do some
explaining.

According to the BBC, the Iraqis have
told the inspectors that they had tried to
import aluminjum tubes for building
weapons, which is a violation of the U.N.
sanctions regime imposed against Iraq af-
ter the Gulf War.

However, the Iraqis, according to the in-
spectors, have categorically denied the U.S.
and British allegations that it was seeking
these tubes as part of its nuclear weapons
programme. On the contrary, it wanted
these items for building multi-barrel rocket
launchers. In any case, the import of the
tubing never materialised.

In another indication that the inspectors
might be beginning to mount pressure on

the Iragis, the U.N. announced on Monday
that some equipment that the inspectors

Iraq declaration on Dec. 7

BAGHDAD, DEC. 3. Iraq will hand over a writ-
ten declaration of its weapons arsenal to
the United Nations on Saturday, a day
ahead of the December 8 deadline, a senior
official told reporters today.

The declaration would be given to the
UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspec-
tion Commission and the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Baghdad

- to pass on to their headquarters, said Hos-
sam Mohammad Amin, head of the Na-
tional Monitoring Directorate. — AFP

were interested in was missing when they
visited Karama complex in Baghdad on
Monday. A spokesman for the U.N. team

HAVING THEIR WAY: The U.N. team leader, Dimitri Perricos (centre), with iragl

officials before the arms inspectors entered the Al-Sajoud Presidential palace
in Baghdad on Tuesday. — Reuters

said the Iraqis had informed them that the
equipment was shifted to a new location.
The Iragi side has also reportedly said that
some of the equipment may have been de-
stroyed during U.S. air raids.

Eighteen U.S. cruise missiles had target-
ed the Karama General Co. complex in De-
cember 1998, soon after the first inspection
team had pulled out of Iraq.

It is alleged that the facility has been a
nucleus of Iraq’s missile development
plans.

Iraq, under a new U.N. Security Council
mandate, is required to shut down any nu-
clear, chemical or biological weapons pro-
grammes. An earlier resolution bans Iraq
from building missiles that have a range
above 144 km.

As the inspections gather steam, the U.S.
and Britain have heightened their coercive
diplomacy.
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American forces is becoming a

reality now. Although the inter-
national community is against it,
the USA is not listening. Questi-
ons can be raised as to why there is
so much urgency to take on Iraq
when the much more important
issue of international terrorism is
still unsolved. When Taliban and
bin Laden groups are thriving in
Pakistan and in countries sympa-
thetic to their. cause, what is the

lnvasion of Iraq by the Anglo-

reason to attack Iraq. The ratio--

nale can be found if we look at the
international petroleum market
and the possible effect of the
invasion of Iraq may have on that
market. ,

The international market for oil
(petroleum and its by-products)
had undergone a dramatic change
in 1974 after the Arab-Israel war.
To teach a lesson to the Western
countries, the Arab oil producing
nations had increased the price of
crude petroteum by some 400 per
cent in 1974,

Changed equation

Other non-Arab countries had
joined in the sudden upsurge of
wealth that had started flowing
from the oil consuming countries
to the oil producers. The effects
were felt in India, too, which was
forced to pay almost 75 per cent of
its export earnings to finance ess-
ential imports of oil. Developing
countries have suffered the most.
The development effGits in Africa
were stopped owing to lack of
support from Western nations
which went into recession and
inflation simuitaneously.

Very soon the vast earning of
the oil producers started flowing
back to the banking system of the
West and from there to the Latin
American countries. That was the
decade of cooperation between
the West and the Middle Eastern
oil producing countries, which has
not ended with the Islamic
revolution in Iran, Iraq, normally
a pro-Soviet country, suddenly
became an agent of the Western
power and invaded Iran. That
attack was financed by Saudi Ara-
bia, Kuwait, and other conserva-
tive Arab nations and was equip-
.ped by the. Western power. .

Saudi Arabia at the same time
was financing anti-socialist terro-:

The author belongs to the faculty of
Economics, Nagasaki University,
Japan.

The American Strategy On Oil

By DIPA
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rists in Nicaragua and Afghanis-
tan. However, the invasion of
Kuwait by Iraq has changed the
equation suddenly. One of the
reasons for that invasion was that
both Saudi Arabia and Kuwait
since 1985 have tried to keep the
price of crude petroleum low by

producing more, which has har-
med the export revenue of Iraq
but has helped the economies of
developed world significantly to
revive from the recession.

Devastating consequences

The possible effects of the
invasion on Iraq on the future
price of oil can have some impor-
tant implications. The US plan
does not mean only to disarm Iraq
but to have complete change of
the regime, destroy the entire

apparatus of the ruling Bath Party

of Iraq, install an occupation gov-
ernment, as it had in Japan from
1945 to 1951. General Tommy
Lee, the current commander of
the US forces in the Middle East,
just like General MacArthur in
Japan in 1945, will be the head of
the occupation government in
Iraq to make sure that a pro-
western government can survive in
Iraq in future. The United States
will also take over the oil fields in
Iraq, which will be managed by the
Anglo-American oil companies.
The -international oil market
will be affected very seriously as a
result. These would have devasta-
ting consequences for Saudi Ara-
bia, Russia, and other major oil

'

producing countries and will also
harm India, China, and France.
The policy of the current US
administration is to have a low pri-
ce for oil in the international mar-
ket, which will remove the fear of
inflation in the developed coun-
tries. The last two inflations in the

Western countries, that took place
during the 70’s and 80’s, are the:
result of the two rounds of majef,
upsurge in the intérnational prlég}, failure of that coup, “Chavez has
of crude petroleum by Opec T learned a lesson”. The implication
1974 and 1979. As a result there 2’ fs very clear. The invasion of Iraq,

were serious recessions of the
economies and the resultant high
unemployment and reduction in
the standard of living in the
developed world.

The international oil price went
down significantly since 1985 due
to the lack of demand and over-
production by oil producers. The
oil price came down from the
height it had achieved during the
Gulif war crisis of 1990-91 due to
increased production by some
countries like Saudi Arabia, when
Iraq was not allowed to export oil.
The collapse of the oil price in
1996 took place when Iraq was
allowed to export oil for essential
imports of food. Since 1999, the
oit price has gone up when Iraq
has expelled the UN weapons
inspectors and refused to swap
food for oil-

The removal of Saddam Huss-
ain government and installation of
an American occupation govern-
ment will increase the production
of oil in Iraq by taking away UN

sanctions and taking Iraq out of
the Organisation of the Petroleum
Producing countries, which was
instrumental in maintaining a
relatively high price of oil in the
international market through
quotas of productions for each
member country.

‘Learned a lesson’

Britain, Norway and Mexico are
not members of Opec, thus blun-
ting the effectiveness of that car-
tel. Russia, however, is not a
member collaborate with -Opec
having gained significantly . from
high oil prices. According to Asia

Times of Hong Kong and Pravda °

of Moscow, the US administration

| wants the price of oil to drop to
1$13 per barrel.

The US is encouraging Nigeria
to leave Opec to produce more oil.
It is asking Russian companies,
who want to be to listed in the
New York Stock Exchange, to in-
crease their production. The US
now has permanent military bases
in Central Asia and is influencing
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan to
increase their oil production. In

i - Venezuela recently, a coup was

organised against the elected
government of President Chavez
who has refused to produce oil

 béyond the quota set by Opec.

&)

President Bush said after ‘the

which has the second largest oil
reserve in the world, will remove
all constraints on production and,
as a result, the international price
of oil may very well drop far below
the target level desired by the US.
The consequences for Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf oil
producers will be devastating as
they depend for 90 to 95 per cent
of their national income on oil
exports alone. Saudi Arabia has
-financed the war against Iran and
the socialist governments of
Afghanistan. It has financed US-
led terrorism against the countries
in Central America and South
East Asia. Taliban, which was
blessed by Robin Rafael, special
assistant of President Clinton in
1995, was financed by Saudi
Arabia. However, the equation
has changed since bin Laden
attacked the American Embassy
in Nairobi in 1998 and particularly
after 11 September last year.

(To be concluded)
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The 11,800-pagd document detailing- all Irag’s

chemical, biological, industrial and research and
development activities could seem like a practical joke
on the UN Security Council. But this exercise was nec-
~ essary because of the demand that Baghdad should pro-
vide a complete and accurate account of its stockpiles of
weapons of mass destruction. Since Baghdad asserts
that it has none, the only way of demonstrating this is
to list all its activities and challenge the inspectors to
verify and disprove them. This way, Iraq has lobbed the
ball into the court of the UN inspection team. The US
and the UK claim that they have irrefutable proof that
Baghdad possesses weapons of mass destruction. Now
it is for them to place their intelligence at the disposal of
the UN inspection team and seek its verification. In
such a case, the UN inspection team’s task will be
converted to one of examining the veracity of the
conclusions reached in these intelligence reports. A
likely argument will be that it is not difficult to hide lim-
ited quantities of weapons of mass destruction. Besides
there are also some unsettled issues from 1998 when the
inspectors were pulled out just ahead of the US bomb-
ing regarding 360 tonnes of chemical warfare agents,
3,000 tonnes of precursor chemicals and 30,000 muni-
tions for the delivery of chemical and biological agents.
The onerous responsibility of sorting out all these
complex issues and presenting a finding to the Security
Council now vests with Hans Blix and his team of in-
spectors. The authority accorded to the UN inspection
team to take Iraqi scientists and their families out of the
country to interview them will help the team arrive at a
finding. At the end of it all, however, it is unlikely there
will be a clear conclusion on Baghdad’s possession of
weapons of mass destruction. At best, the findings can
provide some confirmation or refutation of the intelli-
gence provided by the US and UK and about the quanti-
ties of materials unaccounted for by Iraq within a cer-
tain range. The Security Council will have to decide on
a further course of action based on that finding.
Whether this will be acceptable to Washington is too
early to tell. However, Saddam Hussein has presented
the UN inspection team and the Security Council with a
tricky challenge which they will find difficult to tackle
within the timeframe set in resolution 1441. //
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/fO 000 join student protests)»/m Teheran

Taore
TEHERAN, DEC. 9. More than 10,000 peopl

gathered outside Teheran University on
Sunday, defying baton-wielding police in a
show of support for reformist students on
the campus and a sign of a wider dissatis-
faction with the regime.

This was by far the largest coming to-
gether of ordinary people in Teheran since
student protests began a month ago, al-
though in these difficult times it had to be a
demonstration pretending not to demon-
strate as regular green-uniformed police
kept people moving along the pavements.

It was the first time students have re-
ceived such a display of public support, and
a sign of a more general disillusionment
with the authorities.

On campus, about 1,000 reformist stu-
dents called for the President, Mohammad
Khatami, to resign and continued their de-
mand for a referendum on an unspecified
question of greater democracy.

Stones were thrown, smashing the win-
dows of buses brought up alongside the
university fence to block students from the
crowd on the main road.

Since early November, students have
been protesting about the case of Hashem
Aghajari, a professor at Modarres Universi-
ty in Teheran and prominent reformist,
who was sentenced to death for saying peo-
ple should not blindly follow religious lead-
ers.

Tension has been high since the Basij,
Iran’s vigilante defenders of the revolution,
organised counter rallies and occasionally
clashed with students over the past two
weeks.

Asa result of this tension, Mr. Khatami,
while denouncing Mr. Aghajari’s verdict as
“inappropriate”, declined to address the
students as he usually does on Students’
Day.

The crowd on the streets was made up of
a wide cross-section of ordinary Teheranis.
One woman wearing the traditional black
chador said: “I am basically a religious per-
son, that is why [ am wearing the chador;
but I feel the same as these women around
me wearing manteaus (calf length coats).
These people use the cover of religion to
lie!”

One of the several middie-age, middle-

WoS

DEMANDING CHANGE: Demanding ‘referendum’, Iranian students flash the victory
sign to police as they hold photos of Hashem Aghalari (right), who has been
sentenced to death for insulting islam, and Mohammad Mosaddegq, iran’s national
popuiar Prime Minister in 1950, during "The anti-dictatorship gathering of
students” at Teheran University, Teheran, on Saturday. — AP

class women with her continued: “We don’t
have free speech and we don’t have free-
dom — I have come here to support the
students for my children’s future.”

Among the crowd were many plain-
clothes security agents who bundled doz-
ens of people into police cars and video-
taped faces in the crowd. At one point, a
security agent was surrounded by a catcall-
ing crowd and defended himself with a can
of pepper spray.

As he hurried down the street followed by
jeers, the crowd began to chant, “Thank
you, police!” to the regular police who
stood by and did not overtly harass people.
The police smiled back; one of them helped
an injured old man out of the fray.

Throughout the afternoon, men and
women, beaten with truncheons could be
seen limping away, supported by friends.
One old woman wearing a chador said she
had tried to help a man who had been bea-

s HINDD

ten and been doused with pepper spray as a
result.

“I had a son in the war,” she said, “he is
disabled now. These fascists should be
ashamed of themselves! They cannot win
with force!”

In Revolution Square, a block away from
the university, a crowd of police stood un-
der a bronze monument of Ayatollah Kho-
menei with his hand outstretched as if to
the future.

Three hundred soldiers stood by in riot
gear. One woman stood on the side of the
street crying and shouting at them, “Do you
think I am a child that you should beat
me?”’

Teheran University has 50,000 students
and most of those interviewed said they
had gone to their classes as usual and had
not been involved in the political activities
during the day. — ©Telegraph Group Limit-
ed, London, 2002
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Iraq hands over de%ara

BAGHDAD, DEC. 7. The Iraqi Gov-
ernment, denying it had weap-
ons of mass destruction,
delivered to the United Nations
on Saturday its long-awaited
declaration detailing its nucle-
ar, chemical and biological pro-
grammes.

Iragi Government vehicles
bearing half-a-dozen boxes and
bags holding the arms docu-
ments entered the U.N. com-
pound on Baghdad’s outskirts
about 8 p.m. local time, and of-
ficials unloaded the material to
hand over at a private meeting
with U.N. officials inside.

The filing of the more than
12,000 pages of technical detail,
required by this weekend under
a U.N. resolution, now shifts the
Iraq crisis into a new stage, as
Washington and Baghdad move
step by step toward a cross-
roads between war and peace.

The declaration “will answer
all the questions which have
been addressed during the last
months and years”, Hossam
Mohammed Amin, the official
who oversaw the declaration’s
preparation, said earlier in the
day. Healso said it would name
| companies and countries that
helped Iraq develop weapons of
mass destruction in the past, in-
formation that could help in
prosecutions under other na-
tions’ export-control laws.

“I reiterate here Iraq has no
weapons of mass destruction,”
Lt. Gen. Amin told pressper-
sons. “I think if the United
States has the minimum level of
fairness and braveness, it
should accept the report and
say this is the truth.”

., The huge declaration was to
“tpe flown out on Sunday on a

U.N. plane, to reach the U.N.

headquarters in New York and

the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) in Vienna.

Iraqgi officials displayed the
documents on Saturday to the
international media, including
bound copies of volumes devot-
ed separately to nuclear, chem-
ical, biological and missile
activities, titled ‘Currently Ac-
curate, Full and Complete Dec-
larations’. The mass of paper, in
red and blue covers, was ac-
companied by computer disks,
presumably with added infor-
mation.

The thick reports on past
weapons programs and indus-
trial activity will take U.N. ex-
perts weeks to analyse and U.N.
inspectors months to verify in-
side Iraq. And U.N. officials said

help others pro uce chemical,
biological or nuclear weapons
would delay handover of mate-
rial to the Security Council’s 15
member nations.

For all the expectation sur-
rounding it, the document was
an anti-climax, since it was
known that Baghdad would de-
clare it had no chemical, biolog-
ical or nuclear weapons. — AP

AFP reports from
Washington:

In a radio address before Iraq
delivered the list to the U.N., the
U.S. President, George Bush,
warned that the declaration
must hold up to U.S. scrutiny if
Baghdad was to avoid a military
attack.

Sorry, Saddam tells Kuwaitis

BAGHDAD, DEC. 7. The Iraqi Pres-
ident, Saddam Hussein, on
Saturday apologised to the Ku-
waiti people for his country’s
invasion of Kuwait in 1990,
saying he was not apologising
out of weakness but a desire to
set the record straight.

In a speech read on national
television by the Iraqi Infor-
mation Minister, Mr. Hussein
outlined the events that led to
the invasion and said: “We
apologise to God about any act
that has angered him in the
past and that was held against
us, and we apologise to you
(the Kuwaitis) on the same ba-
sis.” He said that in 1989, he
had tried to reach a peaceful
settlement of Iraq’s dispute
with Kuwait, but that the
neighbouring Gulf country’s
officials were not interested in
negotiating. At that time, he

said, American troops were
carrying out manoeuvres with
Kuwaiti forces, which was a
threat to Iraq.

He maintained that Iraq was
the victim of a conspiracy by
Kuwaiti officials who were si-
phoning off oil along the two
countries’ borders that actual-
ly belonged to Irag. — AP

Blix's promise: Page 14
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" IRAQ/ U.N. TEAM EXPANDED

Pace of probe

% to pick u

BAGHDAD, DEC. 8. Reinforcements
who flew into Baghdad on Sun-
day more than doubled the U.N.
inspections team and will accel-
erate the pace of the probe into
Iraq’s possible nuclear, chem-
ical and biological weapons
programs.

A U.N. spokesman, Hiro Ueki,
said the group comprised 21 nu-
clear inspectors from the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
and four specialists from the
U.N. Monitoring, Verification
and Inspection Commission.

Mr. Ueki, who arrived with
the inspectors from the U.N.
rear base in Cyprus, added that
20 to 30 more inspectors, most
of them from UNMOVIC, were
scheduled to arrive on Tuesday.

Barlier on Sunday at the
Baghdad airport, the first of
eight helicopters destined for
the U.N. operation was being
assembled after being flown in
as cargo on Saturday. The hel-
icopters will enable the arms
monitors to range farther afield
on their surprise inspections.

The search began late last
month when the first two dozen
inspectors returned after a four-
year break in the U.N. arms
monitoring regime. In the
1990s, under post-Gulf War
U.N. resolutions, inspectors de-
stroyed large amounts of Iraqi
chemical and biological weap-
ons, and dismantled Iraq’s pro-

\Vd
@)l
gramme to try to build nuclear
bombs.

In one of the daily inspections
on Sunday, a nuclear team paid
an unannounced visit to the
State Company for Geological
Survey and Mining here in the
capital, spending about two
hours in the two-building com-
plex, which in the past was in-
volved in uranium processes
that could help prepare fuel for
nuclear bombs.

The company’s chief geolo-
gist, Moussa Jaafar al-Attiyah,
called it “an ordinary visit,”
similar to 10 U.N. inspections of
the site in the 1990s. Asked
whether he found the inspec-
tion humiliating, as some have
suggested, Mr. al-Attiyah said:
“You are right. This is not a wel-
come visit.”

Another team, including
chemical specialists, visited a '
pesticide plant outside Falluja,
50 km west of Baghdad. Pesti-
cide-making equipment and
components can be used to pro-
duce chemical weapons.

By the end of December some
80 to 100 U.N. experts will be
making daily inspections in
Iraq, U.N. officials say. So far,
the U.N. teams have largely revi-
sited sites inspected by their
predecessors in the 1990s to en-
sure that equipment is where it
should be and is producing
non-proscribed items, — AP
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¢7 Bush seems to want war regardl

he inspectors looking for weapons of mass desthuction in

Saddam Hussein’s Irag have begun their work and they
have paid a surprise visit to one of the 19 palace complexes
dotted around the country, one of them has as many as 90
buildings in a single compound. By all accounts they have
found nothing that was not supposed-to be there. It iSvatly
days vet. but some reports suggest that inspectors are saying
soito voce that a few items, which were there earlier are
missing. It is difficult to follow the reasoning. If these
allegedly missing items are targeted, then the simple answer
is that they should have been taken out the last time, when
in fact they were discovered. If they are not suspect then the
inspectors need to be told that it is none of their business.
Nor is comment relevant about Saddam’s lifestyle. It is
weapons of a certain type that are targeted, not Saddam’s
preferences as regards palaces. It may be said that so many
palatial compounds for a poor country like Iraq is an
anachronism but that is for the Iraqi people to judge, not for
inspectors and even less for those who expect positive
discoveries from their labour, to pontificate. Iraq has also
announced that the required declaration of weapons will
be furnished a day in advance of the deadline. This
must surprise and indeed disappoint Bush who is itching
to go.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan
dectares himself well pleased with the way the inspections
have gone so far and with Iraqi cooperation. He understands
his responsibilities to the Security Council, to the latest
resolution on Iraq and to the United Nations and it can be
assumed that he would not make such as comment lightly.
But George Bush is not consoled. He has gone ahead and
signed approval of a budget of $200 billion for the war on
Iraq which to his intellect is only postponed and he
continues to threaten Saddam with dire consequences
instead of like the Secretary-General, welcoming the current
hopeful signs. He also continues to build up his arsenal for a
war that the rest of the world, except perhaps Tony Blair,
fervently prays will never happen; even as his bully-boys and
bully girl in Washington monotonously repeat the threats.

Bush is not as stupid as he sounds and behaves. He
understands that the current hysteria he has generated in
America keeps him at the head of the popularity charts even
as it enabled him to wrest control of Congress from the
Democrats and was hailed as one of the few Presidents in
history to do so. He does not look beyond to the economy
and to the other social consequences of altering the whole
way of life of the American people because that is too
difficult. Howling threats and rattling sabres just as often as
he can get in front of a microphone is all he will do until the
reckoning in money, material and above all in social costs, in
shattered beliets in the rule of law, in the worth of human
life and human personality and liberal values for which
America has sacrificed and worked, is forced upon this
misguided and dangerous man.

Bush is driving convinced opponents of Islamic
tundamentalism to look upon another attack on American
interests, now that Osama bin Laden is confirmed to be alive
as we have always said, as the only circumstance that will
stop Bush in his tracks. American public opinion, once freed

- of hysteria. is bound to assert itselLAt is a thousand pities
that it is taking so long.
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saddam gives UN team chance

to refute Americ
Am

Baghdad, December 5 \A

PRESIDENT SADDAM Hussein
said Thursday he was ready to
give UN weapons inspectors a
chance to disprove American
allegations that Iraq possesses
weapons of mass destruction.

But Washington, which has
threatened to go to war unless
Iraq can prove it has renounced
biological, chemical and nu-
clear arms programs, insisted it
had Intelligence information to
back its contention.

No' inspections were taking
place Thursday or Friday be-
cause of the Id, but all eyes were
on Sunday’s deadline for Irag to
come clean about its programs.

Iraq insists that, since it has

' no such programs, it will mere-
ly be listing “dual use technolo-
gy” that has peaceful as well as
military applications.

“Some might claim we didn’t
give them (the inspectors) the
proper chance to disprove the
American allegations that Irag
produced weapons of mass de-

struction during the period of

the inspectors’ absence,” Sad-
dam said in remarks broadcast
on Iragi television, his first
comment on the inspections
since they resumed last week.

“For that reason we shall pro-
vide them with such a chance,
after which, if the weaklings re-
main weak and the cowardly re-
main cowards, then we shall
take the stand that befits our
people, principles and mission,”
he told the Iraqgi leadership.

The inspectors have reported
nothing but cooperation from
Iraq in their visits to 20 suspect
sites since November 27.

So far, they have found noth-
ing untoward, although many

~E HINDUSTAN TME-

an charges, \~

Wi |

of the samples they have taken
have yet to be tested.

Proparations for war

In the latest indication of Unit-
ed States preparations for war,
Wolfowitz went to Nato head-
quarters to propose a support
role for the alliance in the event
of a war, possibly including pro-
viding forces and post-conflict
peacekeeping.

The New York Times said the
Pentagon planned to mobilise
thousands of National Guard
and Reserve troops to fill mili-
tary jobs in the event of a con-
flict. The aircraft carrier Harry
S Truman and its battle group
were due to depart on Thursday
with warplanes and missiles
that could be part of an opening
salvo in any US-led attack.

Reuters
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IRAQ / SUSPECTED SITE'S CHIEF ‘TIPPED OFF’

g

Doubts over n

BAGHDAD, DEC. 1. Serious doubts
crept up over the surprise na-
ture of new arms inspections in
Irag when a U.N. spokesman
admitted the head of a suspect-
ed weapons site had been given
advanced-warning of the visit
by the U.N. experts to his faci-
lity.

“He was informed the day
before (Friday) that the team
was coming to remove an air
sampler and install a new one,”
Hiro Ueki told AFP by phone
shortly after denying at a press
briefing that the U.N. had
tipped off the Iraqis.

“That is all (there is) to it,”
the spokesman added in an ap-
parent bid to quash a possible
controversy about whether U.N.
inspections of suspected weap-
ons sites which resumed on No-
vember 27 were really on
no-notice basis.

Reporters had pressed Mr.
Ueki earlier about remarks by
an Iraqi official, Hussein Ham-
mudeh, who told journalists he
had prior notice of a visit to his
facility by International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) experts.

Mr. Ueki had told the press
briefing that “the inspectors ar-
rive unannounced’ and that the
U.N. does “not notify Iraqis” of
planned visits.

But he added that it was not
surprising if officials at specific
sites expected visits since such
sites had been marked for in-
spection by the former U.N. ex-
perts who pulled out of the
country in 1998 ahead of U.S.
and British air strikes on Irag.

Later to explain his apparent
flip-flop, Mr. Ueki issued a
statement elaborating on what
he told AFP. He defended the
advance notice given to Iraq as

\N:

atu re of

The U.N. disarmament experts visit an Agriculture Ministry

visits
2!

L7

compound in Khan Bani Saad, some 25 km south-east
of Baghdad, on Sunday. — AFP

purely a matter of logistics, but
added the U.N. had also given
prior notice to a second inspec-
tion site.

Air field inspected

Meanwhile at KhanBani
Sa’ad, the monitors inspected
an idle air field north of Bagh-
dad where Iraq once tested de-
vices that can spray deadly
microbes.

The current inspectors’ pred-
ecessors in the 1990s learned
that the Iragis — apparently
from this airfield at Khan Bani
Sa’ad, 30 km northeast of Bagh-
dad — successfully tested the
so-called Zubaidy device, using
it to disperse toxic bacteria from
a helicopter.

More than a dozen helicop-
ters, stripped of their motors,
sat on the disused tarmac on
Sunday as U.N. inspectors

[

checked the grounds, journal-
ists observed from beyond a
distant fence.

The inspectors, who also are
hunting for signs of chemical
and biological agents, seem
interested in holding tanks that
could have been used for avia- !
tion fuel.

As usual, the U.N. teams said
nothing publicly about the
day’s mission.

It was the fourth day of re-
newed inspections, after a four-
year break, under a U.N. Securi-
ty Council mandate for Iraq to
finally give up any remaining
weapons of mass destruction or
face ‘‘serious consequences.”
The United States supported
the new U.N. inspections, but
threatens war to disarm Iraq
and says it will act alone if it
believes that is necessary. — AP
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Baghdad: United Nations arms experts
swooped on a military industrial complex in
Baghdad and a distillery to the northeast on
Monday, the fifth day of inspections for al-
leged Iraqi weapons of mass destruction.

A team of inspectors entered unhindered
the Karamah (Dignity) compound run by
Iraq’s Military Industrialisation Commission
in the Wazireyah industrial district of the cap-
ital. Another team spent a little over an hour
at a private distillery that produces alcoholic
beverages and nearby abandoned buildings,
30 km northeast of Baghdad. It was not im-
mediately clear why the experts went there.

The inspectors barred any movement from
or to the Karamah complex, located a few km
from their headquarters at the former Canal
Hotel on the outskirts of Baghdad. An Iraqi
engineer, who was stopped from entering,
said the site had no workshops. He said work
inside focused on engineering designs.

The compound appeared to be well pro-
tected, with a high fence around it. A large
placard at the main entrance showed Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein with the slogan:
“The eagle remains free.”

arms Fi\r}lgpectogéfwoop
on Iraqi mllitary%}:()mplex

On their way to the complex, the inspec-
tors lost their way to the site. They stopped in
the middle of a road and asked Iraqi officials
accompanying them in a separate vehicle to
lead the convoy to the complex a few hundred
metres away.

The inspectors give no advance notice of
the sites they want to visit. Stressing that
their mission was still in its early days, the
inspectors say they have found no evidence
yet of banned weapons programmes and en-
countered no obstruction from Iraqi authori-
ties, seemingly eager to avoid any clash that
might hasten war.

An official Iragi newspaper said inspec-
tions, if carried out honestly, would reveal
what it called “the lies” of the United States
which accuses Irag of developing weapons of
mass destruction in violation of Security
Council resolutions.

“If the inspection teams continued to car-
ry out their work honestly, objectively and
professionally, the results would prove the
honesty of Iraq by proving it is free of
weapons of mass destruction,” Al
Jumhuriya daily said. reuters

THE TIMES OF INBlA
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Wlomto% visit vaccme factory

AL-DAWRAH (IRAQ), NOV 28. Inter %al arms uH

spectors revisited one of the “hot zones” of Iraq’s
biological weapons programme today, peering
into holding tanks, canvassing the ground and
outbuildings to check whether military research
had resumed.

The al-Dawrah plant, ostensibly used for mak-
ing animal vaccines, produced deadly toxins in
the 1980s, earlier U.N. inspections determined.

| British intelligence says it was also suspected of
developing anthrax.

The U.N. experts again had no immediate

» comment on what they found on the second day

of renewed inspections to determine whether
Baghdad remains committed to chemical, bio-
logical and nuclear weapons. Iraq maintains it no
longer has programmes for weapons of mass de-
struction.

The outcome of these inspections could help
determine whether the U.N. Security Council
eventually authorises military action to disarm
Iraq.

At least six blologlcal inspectors, whose desti-
nation was to be kept confidential, had sped to
this town on Baghdad’s southern outskirts in a
careening convoy of U.N. vehicles pursued by
dozens of international journalists. The press
could observe some of the visits from beyond the
barbed-wire-topped fence of the Foot and Mouth
Disease Vaccine Production Laboratory.

Steel doors were opened in small, concrete-
block outbuildings for today’s inspection. The
clipboard-bearing specialists appeared to check
off items as they looked over tanks, pipes and
other fixtures. )

“We're growing cucumber and eggplant,”
workers in a garden corner of the compound told
reporters. — AP

A U.N. arms expert inspects a former
vaccines production laboratory In al-Dora,
an agricultural area, 30 km southwest of

Baghdad, on Thursday. — AFP
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/fra(wdmits toﬁcpeﬁ{ical stockpile’

LONDON, Nov. 28. — Iraq has given
its first warning to the West that it
does possess weapons of mass
destruction and that Mr Saddam
Hussein would be prepared to use
them if his regime was threatened.
The remarks were g,
contradiction of the offigial Ira

ted that it no longer has any chemical,
biological or nuclear weapogs nor any
medium-range missiles.
Speaking in an intervi
Quds al-Arabi, a London-based Arabic
newspaper, an unnamed senior Iraqi
official said his country used chemical
weapons during the Iran-Iraq war and
would use them again if necessary.
“When the regime was under intense

’_‘A,'&‘Qm ' ;‘;tej;f‘

attack in the Fab Peninsula and began
to be under threat, it did not hesitate
to use all the weapons of mass
destruction in its possession,” the
official told the newspaper. “Similarly,
when the people of Halabja, or some
of them, became guides for the
Iranian forces that tried to break the
northeast front, the regime did not
hesitate to-use chemical weapons. Do

Qi - not expect us to stand idly by in the
position. Baghdad has repeatgdly msis- -

face” of any aggression that seeks to
destroy and banish us not only from
the regime but also from life.”

L %% »e g 1 o The «paper ‘yesterday declined to
b with AR 5 A i

the solirce, who also gave details
about preparations underway by the
Iragi military to defend itself in the
event of war.
British officials said the interview
appeared to confirm their suspicions
that Iraq is concealing tonnes of

chemical and biological weapons, .

about 20 Scud missiles and a secret
nuclear programme.

“I am not surprised by these

threats,” a British official said. “As we

stated in our dossier earlier this year,

there is strong evidence that Iraq is -

hiding chemical and biological
weapons.”
British sources said yesterday

(Wednesday) that the newspaper
interview appeared to confirm their |

strong suspicions that Irag is
concealing tonnes of chemical and
biological weapons, about 20 Scud
missiles and a secret . nuclear
programme.

“Iam not surprised by these threats,”,
a Biritish official said. “As we stated in .
our dossier earlier this year, there is

B

strong evidence that Iraq is hiding |

chemical and biological weapons.”

[ME STATESMAT
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lRAQ / U.N. TEAM SET TO BEGIN INSPECTIONS

%’ Strategy under wraps

BAGHDAD (IRAQ), NOV 26 Th
United Nations 1nspect10n
teams are ready to chase down
any mobile biological weapons
laboratories, detect under-
ground weapons sites with ra-
dar and investigate the
“aluminium tubes” Washing-
ton says might help Iraq build a
nuclear bomb, team leaders
said on Tuesday.

The U.N. experts have clear
— if secret — game plans for the
months of inspections ahead,
they said. “We are fully con-
scious of the responsibility we
have on our shoulders,” said
Jacques Baute of the U.N. nu-
clear agency.

A working group of 17 inspec-
tors landed in Baghdad on
Monday, the first of some 100
who will be operating in Iraq at
any one time by year-end.

They are here under a U.N.
Security Council mandate to re-
sume inspections, broken off in
1998, to ensure that Iraq — as it
claims — has no stocks or pro-
grammes to build nuclear,
chemical or biological weapons.
A U.S. strike on Iraq may hinge
on the crucial new round of in-

‘spections, which begins on

Wednesday.
The Security Council has

warned f ‘“serious conse-
quences” ffor Iraq if the Bagh-
dad Government is found in
major violation of the U.N. dis-
armament demands. The U.S.
President, George W. Bush, has
threatened military action
against Iraq in that case, with or
without U.N. sanction.

On Wednesday, the U.N.
teams are likely to visit an uni-
dentified Iraqi site previously
inspected in the 1990s. The in-
spectors later will branch out to
new or rebuilt sites — for exam-
ple, suspected storage places for
chemical weapons U.S. intelli-
gence alleges are still held by
Iraq.

Mr. Baute of the Vienna-
based International Atomic En-
ergy Agency, and Demetrius
Perricos, of the New York-based
U.N. Monitoring, Verification
and Inspection Commission,
met mediapersons on the eve of
their first field mission to dis-
cuss the technical side of the in-
spections.

Mr. Perricos was asked
whether the arms monitors
would be looking for suspected
truck-borne biological weapons
laboratories. “We have some
plans,” he said. A recent U.S. in-
telligence report said an Iraqi

CHE HINDL

document indicated the Bagh-
dad Government ‘‘was interest-
ed in developing mobile
fermentation units” for biolog-
ical weapons.

This is ““not something we |

find incredible,” said Mr. Perri-
cos. He noted that inspectors
have the right to stop suspect
vehicles on Iraqi roads, but he

would not discuss their plans |
further. As for possible buried

storage or production sites, ‘“‘we
have a strategy for underground
facilities” using ground-pene-
trating radar, he said.

The U.S. Government has
raised an alarm over what it
says are efforts by the Iraqi Gov-
ernment to import a certain
kind of aluminium tubes that
might be usable for gas centri-
fuges, equipment that can “en-
rich” uranium to the level of
bomb-grade material. The U.N.
nuclear agency has said it is
seeking more information from
Washington on the tubes, which
could also be used for non-nu-
clear purposes. Mr. Baute said
his nuclear team would look in-
to the reported tubes deal “for
us to have a clear understand-
ing what the intention was in
this area.” — AP
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HASSAN HAFIDH .Y&

Baghdad, Nov. 25 (Reuters):
United Nations weapons inspec-
torslanded in Iraq today to begin
a crucial mission which could

and war in West Asia.

A group of 17 inspectors, as-
signed to resume work in Iraq
after a four-year hiatus, arrived
in Baghdad at around 1355 GMT
aboard a chartered cargo plane
emblazoned with the UN in-
signia.

An advance team of UN logis-
tics experts has been in Iraq
since last week, preparing the
ground for a resumption of in-
spections scheduled for Novem-
ber 27. The Iraqi leadership de-
nies there are any chemical, bio-
logical or nuclear weapons in the
country,

Iraq is obliged by a toughly
worded Security Council resolu-
tion to permit unfettered access
to the inspections team.

Resolution 1441 obliges Bagh-
dad to allow the inspectors to
peer into every corner of the

tip the balance between peace.

(y A W
co try. The inspecto¥s\must
give their first report to the UN

_ Security Council by January 27.

Yesterday, Iragi authorities
made public an angry letter to
the UN over the resolution’s
terms. In the first detailed re-
sponse since Iraq accepted the
resolution on November 13, Iraqi
foreign minister Naji Sabri gave
an item by item reply.

“The real motive was to cre-
ate pretexts to attack Iraq under
an international cover,” Sabri
wrote in the letter.

Baghdad agreed to produce a
full account of its weapons pro-
gramme by a December 8 dead-
line and said UN inspectors
would be given free access to all
sites across the country.

“We know where we want to
go,” Melissa Fleming, a spokes-
woman for the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
which is part of the inspection
effort with the UN Monitoring,
Verification and Inspection
Commission, said before the
white C-130 Hercules aircraft left
Larnaca airport in Cyprus

bound for Baghdad.

Qil prices climbed today as
the arms inspectors geared up
for a mission that could deliver
peace or war in Iraq.

North Sea benchmark Brent
crude stood 29 cents up at $25.50a
barrel shortly before the inspec-
tors left Cyprus, while US light
crude rose 25 cents to $27.01 a
barrel. Prices eased back slight-
ly later in the day.

Oil traders fear war in West
Asia may disrupt crucial flows of
crude oil from the region, which
pumps a quarter of global sup-
plies. Sabri’s angry comments
worried traders further.

“Iraqg seems to think that a
war is inevitable,” said Christo-
pher Bellew, a broker at Pruden-
tial-Bache International in Lon-
don. In Cairo today, IAEA chief
Mohamed ElBaradei said: “If we
can give a positive report, the in-
spections will be an alternative
to war, not a precursor to war.”
He added, after a meeting with
Arab League secretary-general
Amr Moussa: “The real test will
be when the inspections start.”

/rnspectors land on rhission Iraq

UN inspectors arrive in
Baghdad aboard a UN plane
from Larnaca, Cyprus. (AFP)
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Some 3,000 members of an Iran-
jan hardline militia demonstrat-
ed today against pro-reform stu-
dents who have staged strikes
and sit-ins for more than a week
for freedom of speech in the Is-
lamic Republic.

The protest by the men and
black chador-clad women of the
Basij militia at Tehran Universi-

+ty came as police tried tolock out
thousands of reformist students
. from another campus in the cap-
~{tal and prevent them from hold-
“ingarally
. “We are ready, we don’t have
tolerance any more,” said one
Basij leader addressing the
Tehran University meeting.
~ The proreform student
protests, the biggest in Iran for
three years, have heightened po-
Hiical tension at a time when
moderate President Mohammad
Khatami is gearing up to take on

¢ students

PARISAHAFEZ | | Iran hawks

Tehran, Nov. 19 (Reuters)iV

rally against

powerful conservatives w
have frustrated his reform ef-
forts,

Hundreds of hardliners
clashed with reformist students
yesterday in the first serious vio-
lence to erupt in 11 days of
protests sparked by the death
sentence on History lecturer
Hashem Aghajari for question-
ing clerical rule.

Reformists accuse conserva-
tives of trying to trigger clashes

as a pretext for a crackdown and

the arrest of top reformers.
Hardliners say the students have
insulted supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, Iran's most
powerful figure.

_“Our red lines are the leader

—

1
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and the leadérship. We will not
remain silent. Passing those red
lines has a heavy price,” the
Tehran University speaker said.

“Long live Khamenei,” the
militia forces responded.

The hardline reaction came
as some reformist student lead-
ers were claiming victory after
Khamenei stepped in to order a
judicial review of the case.

But he also warned the re-
formist government and parlia-
ment to make up with the hard-
line judiciary or face “popular
intervention”, commonly seen
asreferring to the Basij militia, a
volunteer force answerable to
the leader.

Basijis gathered at Tehran
University, the scene of a large
pro-reform student protest last
week, echoed Khamenei's words.

“If the three powers are not
able to solve the problem, I will
use popular force,” they chanted.

Meanwhile across town, po-
lice locked some 2,000 pro-re-
form students out of another
university for around two hours
until the weight of numbers
gathering on the streets outside
obliged security forces to let
them in.

In parliament, dominated by
Khatami's allies, speaker after
speaker spoke out against an as-
saulf on a reformist deputy by a
hardline gang at the airport in
the southern city of Ahvaz.
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: IRAQ / FOCUS ON 100 WEAPONS SITES

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), NOV. 18. U.N,
inspectors who have arrived i
Iraq to scrutinise sites produc-
ing weapons of mass destruc-
tion are expected to focus their
attention on around a hundred
of them. These include a sus-
pected missile launch facility at
Al-Rafah, as well as a chorine
production plant at Falluja, out-
side Baghdad, where precursors
for chemical weapons were re-
portedly produced in the past.
The Al-Furat facility, which is
a former nuclear power plant, is
also likely to fall under the strict
scrutiny of the inspectors.
Aware of the sensitivity of their
mission, the inspectors are
grappling with several difficult
questions. For instance, what
should be the criteria for judg-
ing whether a possibie hin-
drance to inspections would
construe a “ a material breach”
of Iraq’s commitments to in-
spections as speit out by a re-
cent UN. Security Council
resolution? U.N. observers
point out that the inspectors
were not inclined to jump to the
conclusion of Iraqi non-cooper-
ation that could lead to war, as
it was likely that some obstacles
during inspections may crop up
inadvertently. But inspectors
could report negatively if,it was
established that Iraqi author-
ities were deliberately attempt-
ing to derail the probe. They
also have the delicate task at
hand of interviewing individu-
als supposedly connected to the
programme for developing
mass destruction weapons.
While the inspectors have the
mandate to interview these per-
sonnel outside Iraq, this could,
nevertheless, become a source
of friction with Baghdad, which
has repeatedly stressed that the
international community must
respect its sovereignty. Iraq has
also pointed out and resented

By Atul Aneja \0\ W o

A delicate task at hand
¥ A for inspectors

AN

TESTING TIMES: The United Nation’s Chief Weapons

Inspector, Hans Blix (right),

and Mohammed ElBaradel,

head of the International Atomic Energy Agency, arrive
in Baghdad on Monday. — AP

the possibility of undercover in-
telligence operatives being in-
cluded in the inspection team.
Al-Thawra, the mouthpiece of
the ruling Baath Party, in a
front-page editorial on Monday
said that the earlier UN. in-
spection regime had been “an
American organisation to spy
on Iraq,” and that it hoped the
new team would not fall into
that trap. Aware of the Iraqi
concerns, the chief weapons in-
spector, Hans Blix, addressed
this issue at a press conference.
“I can never guarantee that ev-
eryone will be 100 per cent in
my service,” he said. “But if we
find anyone doing anything
else, it’s bye-bye.”

Despite its reservations, the
Iragis have welcomed the re-
sumption of inspections. “We
have given instructions to all re-
sponsible people and many
government areas to respond
immediately to any request to
enter their sites and inspect
them,” the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, Tariq Aziz, told the Lon-
don Weekend Television on
Sunday.

Baghdad to cooperate
AFP, AP report from Cairo:

Iraq will cooperate fully with
the U.N. arms inspectors and
deny the U.S. any excuse to
launch military action, the Iraqgi
ambassador to the United Na-
tions said on Monday.

“Iraq welcomes the return of
inspectors and will cooperate
with them by every means pos-
sible,” Mohammed Aldouri said
in an interview, quoted by
Egypt’s state news agency ME-
NA. Baghdad “will do every-
thing possible not to give the
United States a pretext to
strike”, he said, contacted by
telephone from New York.

But Mr. Aldouri said he was
still convinced the U.S.would
launch a military operation
against Iraq and called for the
Arab world “to adopt a firm
stand in defence of its rights.”

Meanwhile, in Baghdad, the
Al-Thawra said the U.N. inspec-
tors must respect Iraq’s “‘dignity
and security” as they carry out
their disarmament work. It also
reminded them not to forget the
“excesses’”’ committed by their
predecessors who left Baghdad
four years ago on the eve of four
days of U.S.-British air strikes
over Iraq’s alleged obstruction
of their work.

19 NoY 2m




, ent bid to defuse Iran’s biggest

e
Iranian leader
-— -
orders review of

M N

TEHERAN,“NOV. 17. Iran’s { Su-
preme Leader, Ayatollah' Ali
Khamenel, has ordered a review
of the death sentence against a
dissident academic in an appar-

student protests for three years,
a newspaper said today.
The hardline Jomhuri-ye Es-

lami said Ayatollah Ali Khame- |-

nei, Iran’s most powerful figure,
had ordered the courts to re-
view the sentence against Hash-
em Aghajari, condemned to

hang ten days ago for question-
ing clerical rule.
“Based on the request of

hundreds of university profes-
sors, the leader ordered the ju-

diciary to carefully review this
case,”’ the newspaper quoted an
informed source as saying. “An
appeals court has been author-
ised to carefully review Aghaja-
ri’s case.”

The newspaper, seen as being |

close to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
said the death sentence would
most likely be overturned on
appeal.

The sentence drew wide-
spread indignation from Iran’s
embattled reformers allied to
the Iranian President, Moham-
mad Khatami, and sparked six
days of protests by thousands of
university students in the cap-
ital Teheran and across the
country. Meanwhile, Iranian
student leaders today said they
were ready to call off the pro-
tests in Iran following the news
that a death sentence was to be
reviewed.— Reuters

TiE HINDU
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Qdeath for "
dissident

Tehran, Nov. 15 (Reuters):
Some 1,000 Iranian hardliners
demonstrated today to demand
the death sentence for a dissi-
dent academic in a backlash
against the biggest student pro-
reform protests in the Islamic
Republic for three years.

Thousands of students held
five days of protests this week to
condemn the death sentence on
Hashem Aghajari for blasphemy,
galvanising President Moham-
mad Khatami’s flagging reform
movement in its struggle to rein
in conservative power.

“Iran’s Salman Rushdie

should be executed,” the hardlin-
ers chanted in a reference to the
British author condemned to
death by Iran’s former leader, the
late Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomei-
i, for his book The Satanic Vers-
es. “Aghajari should be hanged,”
the male worshippers shouted as
they emerged from Friday
prayers at Tehran University.
" It was the first large show of
opposition to the pro-reform
protests since they began last
week. The campus demonstra-
tions have remained almost en-
tirely peaceful with police keep-
ing students and smaller groups
of hardliners apart.

- A member of the conserva-
tive-dominated Expediency
Council arbitration body said
Iran’s Western enemies were try-
ing to sow discord in the country,
branded part of an“axis of evil”
by US President George W. Bush.

“The enemies might have
been discouraged from launch-
ing a military assault on us, but
‘they are not discouraged from
trying to topple the system from
inside,” Qorbanali Dorri Na-
jafabadi told worshippers today:

“The honourable Iranian na-

tion, officials and pillars of the
system should disappoint the
enemy, so the enemy sees every-
one in Islamic Iran is united,” he
*said. University lecturer Agha-
jari angered conservatives by
questioning the right of clerics
to rule Iran. He then refused to
appeal his death sentence. The
“case comes as Khatamiissetona
collision course with conserva-
tives over two Bills before parlia-
ment aiming to curb their con-
trolof the judiciary and power to
vet election candidates.

TME TELEGRAPH
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Iranian conservative
women at a demonstration in
Tehran on Thursday. (AFP)




/700 sites to be checked in Iraq

Associated Press ‘\N‘
, M

PARIS, Nov. 15. — Weapons
inspectors have identified
700 sites to check in Iraq and
could consider an entry delay
of even half an hour as a
serious violation, the chief
UN weapons inspector Mr
Hans Blix said today.

Mr Blix told Le Monde
newspaper that weapons
inspectors would try to keep
the location of the sites
secret and provide no
advance notice to Baghdad.

“You can’t hide a large

weapon or achme in a hal N

hour, but you could hide
documents or biology test
tubes,” he said. “I would say
that even a delay of half an
hour could be serious.” If
an inspection is delayed or
blocked in any way, it will be
reported to the Security
Council, Mr Blix said.

“It’s not for us to decide if

there has been a ‘material .

breach,’ it's for the council,”
Mr Blix said. “We will say:
‘Here, there was an obst-
acle. There, an interference
in our activities.” The coun-
cil  will judge.” Irag

THESTATESHAD

informed  the Umted
Nations on Wednesday that
it had accepted the latest
UN resolution and would
allow international inspe-
ctors to resume the search
for weapons of mass
destruction, which was
suspended in 1998.

“To this day, we do not
have solid proof that they
possess arms of mass
destruction,” Mr Blix said.
“But several elements lead
us to believe we cannot
exclude they have Scud
missiles, anthrax and other
things.”

16 NOV 2
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, NoV. 15. While there is general relief
that Iraq has accepted the terms of the United Na-

tions Security Council Resolution 1441, diplomats
here are not fully convinced that the threat of war
is over. For that matter there is no consensus at the
world body that things are going to be smooth
from now on until the third week of February when
the Chief Weapons Inspector, Hans Blix will have
to report back to the Council.

In fact some believe that the first challenge of
sorts could come by December 8 or earlier when
\Iraq will have give a roster of its weapons pro-
:|grammes as mandated by Resolution 1441.The re-
‘gime of Saddam Hussein, some argue, has put
itself in a corner by insisting all along — even as
late as November 13 in its acceptance letter — that

it has no weapons of mass destruction. If Iraq has
no weapons(or programmes) of mass destruction,
then where is the question of giving a ‘list’ by De-
cember 8? Iraq, one view goes, will try to get out of
the tight spot it finds itself by giving the weapons
inspectors its version of what had taken place four
years ago when the last of the inspectors left
Baghdad.

The status report of 1998 would be tempered by
the argument that there had actually been no
movement in the programmes over the years.
Whether Mr, and his team go along with this is

€ HINDU

/ﬁq: threat of war not over

Lt

one side tofthe story; and whether the Bush admin-
istration wjll tend to play along is a totally different
ball game.[The other perception is that in trying to
give the impression of being cooperative, Mr. Hus-
sein might actually give the weapons inspections
team a roster of chemical and biological materials.

The regime then will make the argument that
these materials are actually intended for either
pharmaceutical or civilian scientific purposes. An-
other area where diplomats are watching with a
great deal of apprehension is at what point the
weapons inspections team will draw the line and
fault Baghdad for not going along with the obliga-
tions of Resolution 1441. It will be a very serious
thing if Mr. Blix reports back to the Security Coun-
cil of Iraqi non-compliance, for Washington has
made it known that with or without the backing of
the world body, it is ready to pursue all options —
read going to war.

In demanding a tough and stringent inspections
regime from the Security Council, Mr. Blix has also
said two things in the last few weeks: first, he did
not wish to have the Council breathe down on
inspections team every step of the way; and sec-
ondly, he will not be running to the Security Coun-
cil with every minor problem he encounters in
Iraq. Mr. Blix has made it known that for him to
approach the world body prior to his final re in
February 2003 it would have to be for a gerious or
grave infraction.

16 NOV 22
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,A/I/(hatami criticises sentenceq%’

TEHERAN: The Iranian President, Mohammad Khatami,
strongly efiticised on Wednesday the death sentence 9~
t imposed on a history professor, as thousands of students
demonstrated against the verdict and
Iran’s clerics. The professor, Hashem
Aghajari, was prosecuted over a
§ speech he gave in the western city of
Hamedan in June saying that each
new generation should be able to
interpret the Islamic faith on its own.
He also criticised the clerical
establishment for considering the
existing interpretations as sacred. Mr.
Aghajari was convicted of insulting -
Islam’s 7th century Prophet
. Muhammad and for questioning the

. clergy’s interpretation of Islam. Last
week, he was told he had been sentenced to death. He is
currently in detention in Hamedan. In the biggest of three

AN

on Wednesday in support of Aghajari at Tehran’s Amir Kabi

straight days of protest, about 5,000 students demonstrated
and the Science and Technology universities, — AP /b'/

Jew who looks and sounds
like Josef Goebbels. When
the Nazi propaganda
minister comes to visit
Geduldig in a concentration
camp, the two switch places.
What follows is the story of
Geduldig'’s experiences
moving in Government
circles with high-ranking
Nazis. When the film was

'Poking fun
at Nazis

FRANKFURT (GERMANY): A film
comedy poking fun at Adolf
Hitler's regime that has
raised the question of
whether Germans are
allowed to laugh at the Nazis
will air on nationwide
television next week, a TV

station said on Wednesday.
The public broadcaster SWR,
which made the film, has
defended “Goebbels und
Geduldig” as an attempt to
maintain public discussion
about the Nazi Holocaust.
The film has so far been
shown only at festivals
outside Gegafany. The farce
Lis abougHarry Geduldig, a

being made two years ago, it
provoked debate about
whether Germans should
laugh at the Nazi past. An
opinion poll at the time t
showed that most of them |
reject that idea. “Goebbels
und Geduldig” is to air on
public ARD television next
Wednesday, SWR said in a

statement, — AP
]
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_AKSPECTION TO BEGIN ON 3 DEC

Australian to
head ﬁrstw

arms

SYDNEY, Nov. 14. — An
Australian defence official
will lead the first team of
-UN weapons inspectors
sent to Iraq following Bagh-
dad’s decision to accept UN

disarmament  resolution
1441, officials announced
today.

Defence minister Mr Rob-
ert Hill and foreign minister
Mr Alexander Downer said
Mr Bill Jolley would serve as
chief weapons inspector with
the team due in Iraq on 25
November.

Mr Jolley, who has been
working with the UN Moni-
toring, Verification and In-

spection Commission in.

New York, will lead the in-
spectors for a one-month
stint beginning 3 December.

Several other Australian
defence personnel are likely
to join the first inspections
team at a later date, they
said.

The ' arrangement came
after the United Nations
said late yesterday that Iraq

G

team

had agreed to cooperate
with the new resolution de-
manding unfettered access
to the country for inspectors
hunting for nuclear, biologi-
cal and chemical weapons.

The UN said UNMOVIC
chairman Mr Hans Blix and
an advance team of experts
would fly to Iraq next week
to prepare the way for the
first inspections team.

“Mr Saddam Hussein ac-
cepted resolution 1441 only
with an assertion that Iraq
does not possess weapons of
mass destruction. This is not
the case to the best of owr”
knowledge,” Mr Hill said.
“Robust inspections will en-
able this issie to be tested.”

Arabs elated; UN cautious

g‘,

Iraq’s decision to accept the
UN Security Council resolu-
tion and allow weapons in-
spectors into the country was
welcomed by Arab diplomats
but greeted with cautious op-
timiszn by UN officials and
with scepticism by the USA,
adds PTI from UNHQ.

Agent drags Jackson to court/

In court on
Thursday.— AFP

LOS ANGELES, Nov. 14.
beleaguered King of Pop Michael
Jackson took on a new starring role in a
courtroom, to defend himself against a §
21.2 million fraud and breach of contract
lawsuit. Jackson yesterday gave evidence
_in a trial brought by his longtime concert
promoter Marcel Avram, who is suing
him for allegedly illegally cancelling two
Millennium concerts he had signed up
to play. Jackson received a celebrity

~— The

welcome as he arrived at a courtroom near the California
city of Santa Barbara in a black and silver limousine pre-
ceded by a police escort. Wearing a red jacket, Jackson
waved as scores of fans brandishing “Free Michael” plac-
ards cheered him as he stepped from his stretched van
surrounded by bodyguards. But inside the courtroom, Jack-
son spoke softly, answering only “yes” or “no” to questions
after he was called as a hostile witness in the trial, — AFP
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‘ﬁEADY TO~-RECEIVE WEAPONS INSPéCTORS’

PUE

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 13. Iraq said
today that it was accepting the
tough new United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution on
weapons inspections. A formal
communication was made to
the United Nations this morn-
ing by the country’s top envoy
to the U.N. (Immediately, the
White House cautiously wel-
comed Baghdad's announce-
ment, AFP reported.)

“The letter says that Iraq will
deal with the Security Council
Resolution 1441, despite its
bad contents,” the Iraqgi envoy
to the U.N., Mohammad Al-
Douri, said. “We are prepared
to receive the inspectors within
the assigned timetable. We are
eager to see them perform their
duties in accordance with in-
ternational law as soon as pos-
sible.”

The weapons inspectors
team will be headed by the
chief inspector, Hans Blix, who
will be leaving for Baghdad
shortly with a technical and
communications team. The full
team is expected to be on the
ground by the end of the

The Iraqi leader, Saddam
Hussein... relents at last

month. The Blix team will be in
charge of biological and chem-
ical weapon. inspections and
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency will take care of nu-
clear inspections.

Iraq and the Arab League
have demanded that Arab in-
spectors be part of the team. In
fact, it is said that the past in-
spection team had Arab repre-
sentation and that this was not
a problem this time round.

Mr. Blix has made it known
that while he was for a tough
inspections regime, he did not
want the Security Council to

THE HINDY,

Iraq accepts U.N. resolution

micro-manage every part of his
work in Iraq. He will report to
the Council any infractions on
the part of Iraq or if the regime
there refuses or goes back on
its obligations.

AP reports from the U.N.:

Mr. Al-Douri delivered the
letter to the U.N. Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan’s office.
Mr. Annan was in the Washing-
ton area to give a speech and
meet the U.S. President, Ge-
orge Bush, who has repeatedly
threatened Iraq with a U.S.-led
war if it fails to comply with in-
spectors.

In the letter, Iraq reiterated
that it had no weapons of mass
destruction. “We explained in
the letter the whole Iraqi posi-
tion saying that Iraq... has not
and will not have any mass de-
struction weapons, so we are
not worried about the inspec-
tors when they will be back,”
Mr. Al-Douri said.

AFP reports from London:

Oil prices fell sharply after
Iraq accepted the U.N. resolu-
tion, with the Brent North Sea
crude oil for December delivery
falling 53 cents a barrel to

$23.19. P
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“Iraq House re]ects
«UN resolution *:,

BAGHDAD, Nov. 12. — Iraq’s parliament
today unanimously recommended rejection
of a United Nation’s resolution strengthen-
ing the mandate of international arms in-
spectors, but said the final decision would
be left to the country’s top leadership.

Earlier in the day, President Saddam
Hussein’s son told Iragi legislators that
Baghdad should accept a UN resolution
strengthening the mandate of international
arms inspectors, but should require the in-
spection teams include Arabs, today.

“We have to agree to the UN Security
Council resolution with limits on certain
points, but not, we say, copditions,”;
Udai Saddam Hussein said in a letter dis-
tributed to parliament as it reconvened to-
day to consider the issue before making a
récommendation to the President.

In the
opening of
the parlia-
mentary ses-

_ sion yesterday
night, mem-
bers had criti- |
cised the UN
resolution.

“There
should not-be |
approval of
the resolution |
without an
Arab umbrel-
la or, if this is
not possible,
then under

 the so-called Arab League and there should

be Arab experts or technicians and moni-
tors (on the inspection teams) who are fa-
miliar with the nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical side,” the President’s son said in his
letter, which also was distributed to report-
ers in Baghdad by the information ministry.

Mr

iragi deputies read a document distributed by Mr Saddam Hussein's
son in partiament. in Baghdad on Tuesday. — AFP

He, however, said acceptance would not
be surrender. “We have to know our enemy
and that the UN resolution does not mean
stopping him from committing military ac-
tion. We also have to take precautions and
measures and here we have to ask the Arab-
countries to immediately cut oil supplies to
those countries that launch a military strike

.or aggression on Iraq and to any country

that allows foreign war planes to use' their
airports or offer logistic support for. them
for refuelling...” ‘

Bush vows to ‘liberate’ Iraq

President George W Bush yesterday used
the American public holiday that honours
US servicemen who died liberating foreign
nations to pledge the liberation of Iraq and
the disarming of President Saddam Hussein,
adds The Times, L.ondon from Washington.
In two speeches marking Veterans’ Day,
i the American
equivalent of
Remem-
brance Sun-
day, Mr ‘Bush

declared: “A-
i merican -
| diers are liber-

ators... Should,
military action
become nec-
essary ~against
j Irag, I will
commit the
full force and
might of the
- US military.
And we will
prevail.”

Speaking to veterans at the White House,
and later at Arlington National Cemetery in

Virginia, the US President spelt out his

presidency’s top priorities: confronting Mr
Hussein’s regime dﬂd wmnmg the war
on terror.
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Tehran, Nov. 12 (Reuters):
Thousands of Iranian students
ignored official warnings and
demonstrated for the fourth day
running today against a dissi-
dent’s death sentence and to de-
mand freedom of speech and po-
litical reform.

Some 5,000 students gathered
at Tehran University, once the
hotbed of revolutionary fervour
that overthrew the Shah two
decades ago, in support of aca-
demic Hashem Aghajari, sen-
tenced to hang for questioning
clerical rule in the Islamic Re-

. public. “The execution of Agha-

i jari is the execution of the uni-
versity,” demonstrators chanted.
“Political prisoners should be
freed.” '

The momentum of protests
appeared to be growing, with
bigger crowds in Tehran each

day and\lemonstrations spread-
ing to the provincial cities of
Tabriz, Isfahan, Urumiyeh and
Hamedan.

The protests come amid ris-
ing political tension in the coun-
try of 65 million people as mod-
erate President Mohammad
Khatami tries to assert his au-
thority over conservative rivals
who control the judiciary, armed
forces and broadcast media.

Supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, Iran’s most pow-
erful figure and commander of
the armed forces, issued a veiled
warning late yesterday to parlia-
ment, the government and judi-
ciary to settle their differences.

“The day the three branches
are unable or unwilling to settle
major problems, the (supreme)
leadership will use the popular
forces to intervene,” he said.

/& Iran protests swell -
v \ | I

A student holds a picture of
dissident Hashem Aghajari
during a protest raily in
Tehran. (AP/PTI)
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o-wyatty @ reformist scholar, at the Teheran
University on Sunday. — AP

- IRAN / MOVE TO REIN IN JUDICIARY

-_—

New law boost

| Khatalﬂ)il

TEHERAN, NOV. 10. Iran’s reform-
ist-dominated Parliament on
Sunday approved the outlines of
a Bill to boost the President, Mo-
hammad Khatami’'s powers by
giving him the right to suspend
rulings by the judiciary, a con-
servative bastion that has
blocked his reform programme
so far.

At the end of a debate carried
live on state radio, deputies
overwhelmingly approved steps
that will empower Mr. Khatami
to suspend decisions by the har-
dline judiciary or any other insti-
tution as well as any ‘‘violation
of the Constitution”.

It was approved four days af-
ter the adoption of a first Bill that
would stop a conservative-con-
trolled oversight watchdog us-
ing a power that has resulted in
hundreds of reformers being
disqualified from standing for
public office.

However, both are certain to
be shot down by the same body,
the Guardians Council, which
rules if legislation complies with
the Constitution and Islamic
Sharia law, provoking a new cri-
sis between the reformist and
conservative camps.

Meanwhile, the Speaker of
Parliament, Mehdi Karubi, said
on Sunday that an outspoken
critic of the clergy, Hashem Agh-
ajari, who was sentenced to
death last week, would be freed
soon as the case had been “set-
tled”. “I say to his family that

ower

\t] |
(the execution) will not take
place and even th4t with the help
of God he will sooh return to hi
family,” Mr. Karubi told Parifa-
ment in a speech broadcast on
state radio, - '

He did not make it clear
whether he was speaking from
personal conviction or- some
deal had been done to release
the reformist academic and
writer. “The affair is settled and
with the help of God it will soon
be over,” he added, calling on
Mr. Aghajari to keep calm amid
growing political tension in Iran.

“As a cleric and spokesman
for many religious dignitaries
whom I have contacted, I ex-
press my disgust at this shame-
ful verdict,” Mr. Karubi said to
acclamation from the reform
majority Parliament.

He claimed that the sentenc-
ing of Mr. Aghajari on Wednes-
day by a court in Hamedan,
western Iran, was ‘‘the decision
of a single judge.”

“Almost every judge, the judi-
cial authorities and religious
leaders are against this verdict,”
Mr. Karubi added, saying it had
harmed the image of Islam and
the Shiite clergy.

The45-year-old Aghajari, who
teaches history at Teheran Uni-
versity and was arrested on Aug.
8, was sentenced to death for in-
sulting Islam after he called in a
speech for a reform of Shiism
and advised the faithful not to
follow the clergy blindly. — AFP
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48 W\ W Barometer Of The World’s Political Cllmate

uring the Cold War, de elop-
Dments in the West Asian

countries used to mirror the
state of relations between the two
erstwhile superpowers as both the
protagonists had an overwhelming
strategic stake in the area. Though
the Cold War has ended, not much
" has changed in West Asia. Israel is
still in occupationt of the Golan
Heights; Palestinian and Hizbollah
terrorism continues unabated,;
Israel’s military siege of Yasser
Arafat’s headquarters at Rammal-

lah makes daily headlines; talk of.

another US-led war against Iraq has
reached a feverish pitch; the writ of
the United Nations-mandated gov-
ernment in Afghanistan runs mainly
. in Kabul, elsewhere it has succeeded
in establishing only a tenuous hoid;
and, Iran is yet to rejoin the
international mainstream.

Chaotic world

Stretching from the Indian sub-
continent in the east to the Horn of
"Africa in the west, West Asia has
often been called the “Arc of Crisis”.
The popular image of West Asian
instability is that of a chaotic world.
The region appears to resemble the
Hobbesian state of nature, characte-
rised by a condition of all against all
and perpetual anarchy. The West
-Asian states are confronted with
several challenges to their security,

most of them of their own making. -

Many of them are perpetually lock-
ed in internecine quarrels. against
each other due to religious, ethnic or
historjcal rivalries and .inherited
colonial legacies such as boundary
disputes.

For several decades, the indepen-
dence of several West Asian states
was threatened by external interven-
tions and their integrity by separatist
movements abetted by the erstwhile
superpowers and neighbouring
countries of opposing ideologies.
Current threats to the political stabi-
lity of West Asian countries flow
from imbalances in internal power
bases, rural and urban poverty, lack

" The author is a former Senior Fellow,

Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses, New Delli,

By GURMEET KANWAL

of democratic values, weak institu-
tional infrastructures and extensive

“militarisation. These multiple mac-

ro-political and micro-social vari-
ables provide the matrix against
which the West Asian conflicts and
crises must be considered.

For almost half a century after the
Second World War, West Asia was
the unhappy battleground of the
superpowers. The weak West Asian
nations were used as pawns by the
two superpowers in the power game

to establish their hegemony and in-

fluence in an area g
of immense stra- |
tegic significance
to both. In both |
geo-political and
economic terms, |
West Asia  has
been and conti-
nues to be one of B
the most
strategically
important areas of
the world. Almost
half of the world’s
shipping  passes
through the Medxterranean Sea and
the Suez Canal, making the area
vitally important to the Western
world for trade and commerce.
Nearly 35 per cent of the oil
consumed by the Western world
originates from Arabian oilfields.
The continued guaranteed avail-

ability of Middle East oil is crucial

for Western industry and defence.
Successive American Presidents and
secretaries of state have gone on
record to say that the West is prepa-

‘red to physically seize the oil wells of

West Asia if supplies are threatened,
or as a retaliatory measure, in res-
ponse to the future Arab use of oil as
a political weapon.

Launch pad

The geographical location of West
Asia, in close vicinity to vital areas of
military power already deployed or
readily deployable by the world's
major powers makes “West ‘Asia a
prized launch pad for future
operations. Both the erstwhile
superpowers had developed dia-

metrically opposing interests in the
arc of crisis. The United States and
the Soviet Union were both equally

motivated, in one case by the .

paramount need to control strategic
locations and strategic raw mategials
in West Asia and, in the other, to
deny these to the adversary. While
the US was anxious to ensure the
free flow of oil to keep Western in-
dustry afloat, the USSR was extre-
mely concerned about the growing
threat to its southern flank, through
the backdoor of its soft underbelly.

-+ The US response
to the Soviet occu-
pation of Afgha-
nistan was predi-
cated on the osten-
sible . assumption
of a subsequent
Soviet thrust to the
warm waters of the
Gulf region in or-
der to gain control
of such choke
points as the Strait
of Hormuz leading
to the Persian Gulf

and the Stralt of Bab-al-Mandab,

linking the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden, so that the Soviets could not

disrupt oil supplics to the West in the

event of a major crisis.

During the last two decades of the
Cold War, it had been a cardinal
point of both Soviet and US policy
to wage their struggle for influence
and gain in West Asia by proxy.
Neither of the two wished to become
directly and personally engaged in
confrontation ‘and conflict. How-
ever, with the rapid escalation in
force levels and the acquisition of
new sea and land-bases by both
sides, the, prospects of a direct So-
viet-American confrontation. grew
more and more dangerous in the
late 1980s. The Soviet Union had
acquired base facilities at Socotra (in
South Yemen, off the Horn of
Africa). Massava (in Ethiopia, on
the Red Sea, facing Saudi Arabia

and  Yemen) and the Dahlak

Archipelago (off the Eritrean coast
of Ethiopia). The Russian naval
capability in the area had gone up to

ye)

20 to 25 warships. At that time, this
strength could be easily reinforced
by a formidable land-based capa-
bility from Afghanistan and the
Soviet borders with Iran. -

The United -States, under the
Reagan administration, enhanced its
land-based and sea-based capabili-
ties in the region to meet the grow
ing Soviet threat. The US carrie
task force of the central commant
included about 30 to 40 naval ship:
and 15 to 20 ships with pre-positio
ned equipment and warlike storet
off Diego Garcia. The US base ir
Diego Garcia, leased from the Bri--
tish, was expanded to facilitate the
operation of long-range strategic
bomber aircraft including B-52s. In
a marriage of convenience with
Egypt, the US acquired base facili-
ties for its rapid deployment force in
Ras Banas, Qena and Cairo West. -

Threat perceptions.

The West Asian nations and the
littoral states of the Indian Ocean
did not necessarily share these mu-
tual threat perceptions of the two

-superpowers. However, they were

united in their opposition to the
ever-increasing superpower force
levels and the consequent escalation
“in tensions in the area. They viewed
the proposed US and Soviet inter-
ventionist policies in the Gulf region
with grave concern and alarm as a
sort of pincer movement against
their territorial integrity, political in-
dependence and natural resources.
Today, West Asia is still a house
divided, an Islamic world divided
against itself despite the strongest
possible motive for unity — a shared
hostility towards Zionism. The long-
standing Arab and Palestinian oppo-
sition to the existence of Israel s a
nation-state and senseless terrorism
directed against the Jews, have led
Israel to pursue a belligerent foreign
and national security policy that is
not in the least conducive to peace in
the region. Isracl’s determination to
annex and colonise the whole of the
West Bank and Gaza, as well as East
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights in
Syria, was totally unacceptable to the
Arabs and the Muslim waorld.
(10 be conchuded )
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hardliners

PARISAHAFEZI

Tehran, Nov. 10 (Reuters):
Iran’s parliament today ap-
proved a draft bill to allow Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami curb
the power of the hardline judici-
ary, part of a bid to assert his au-
thority over conservative rivals.

Khatami is locked in an ap-
parent collision course with his
hardline rivals with legislation
that directly challenges their
powers which they have used to
block successive stabs at reform.
“Khatami presented the bill in
order to stop constitutional vio-
lations,” Vice-President Moham-
mad Ali Abtahi told parliament.

Elected in 1997 and re-elected
in 2001 with landslide wins,
Khatami has found his efforts to
promote democracy blocked by
conservatives who control the ju-
" diciary, armed forces and broad-
cast media.

He has introduced two bills to
parliament aimed at limiting the
power of the judiciary and curb-
ing the Guardian Council’s veto
power over election candidates.

A large majority of deputies
in the reformist-dominated par-
liament today backed the out-
lines of the bill which would give
Khatami the power to recom-
mend the sacking of officials
who violate the constitution.

Another bill passed last week
limits the conservative Guard-
ian Council’s power to veto elec-
tion candidates. The bills have to
go through another reading in
parliament.

But once passed, they, like all
legislation, require the approval
of the 12-man Guardian Council.
Analysts say it is most unlikely
the conservatives would agree to
limit their own power.

The council has used its
power to veto more than 50 bills
in the past two years after judg-
ing them incompatible with Is-
lamic law and the constitution,
thus effectively blocking most of
parliament’s reform efforts.

Khatami’s conservative ri-
vals said the constitutional pow-
ers bill would give too much au-
thority to the head of executive
and accused Khatami of seeking
dictatorial powers. :

Abtahi rejected the charges.
“The only element in the system
that is chosen by the people’s di-
rect vote and is supervised by dif-
ferent organisations cannot be-
come a dictator,” he said.

Analysts say the recent arre-
st of a number of reformists, the
death sentence against one and
the closure of polling centres
shows hardliners are in no mood
to compromise over reform.
“The recent crackdown on the
reformist camp shows they wo-
n't give the bills any chance,” sa-
id one who declined to be named.

Khatami’s allies said hardlin-
ers were trying to intimidate re-
formists, especially the Presi-
dent, to withdraw the bills,

“The jailings and heavy sen-
tences against outspoken re-
formists are to put pressure on
Khatami to take back his bills,”
' said MP Rajabali Mazroui.

The death sentence last week
against leading reformist Has-
hem Aghajari for blasphemy
after he questioned the clergy’s
right to rule the Islamic Repub-
lic has led to an outcry from
reformists and protests from
students.

/,
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“U.N. passes tough resolution on Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, NOV. 8. The Unit-
ed Nations Security Council
unanimously approved a tough
new Iraq resolution on Friday,
aimed at forcing Saddam Hus-
sein to disarm or face “serious
consequences” that would al-
‘most mean war. K’WQ

The vote came after efght
weeks of tumultuous negotia-
tions and the surprise support
from all the 15 Council mem-
bers was a clear victory to the
U.S., which drafted the resolu-

! tion together with Britain.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, immediately went to
the White House Rose Garden
to warn Saddam Hussein to

comply at once. “His coopera-
tion must be prompt and un-
conditional or he will face
severest consequences,” Mr.
Bush said. %0 -\ \,1

“Iraq will certainly stugly the
resolution and decide wlhether
we can accept it or not,”” the Ira-
gi Ambassador, Mohammed Al-
Douri, said adding he was sur-
prised by Syria’s support for the
resolution.

Under the resolution, weap-
ons inspectors will have ‘“‘un-
conditional and unrestricted
access” to all sites, including
eight Presidential compounds
where surprise inspections have
been barred. Whilé the U.S.

made_sqQme major concessioris
to critics, the final draft still
meets the Bush administra-
tion’s key demands such as
toughening U.N. weapons in-
spections and leaving the U.S.
free to take military action
against Iraq if the inspectors say
Baghdad is not complying.

At the same time, it gives Sad-
dam Hussein “a final opportu-
nity” to cooperate with the
weapons inspectors, holds out
the possibility of lifting the 12-
year-old sanctions imposed af-
ter Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Ku-
wait, and reaffirms the
country’s sovereignty. — AP

See also Page 14
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7w New UN resolution on Irdq
+needs clarifications: France’|"

PARIS, Nov. 7. — Agreement is close
- on the new US draft of a UN Security

Coungil resolution on Iraq but some
clarifications are still needed, French’

foreign minister »Mr Dominique de
Villepin said today. . ,
“We continue to ask for clarifica-
tions, notably on clauses automatically
authorising the use of force,” the for-
eign minister told Europe 1 radio.

“We believe this text can still be im-

proved. We want things to be as clear as
possible. (But) I believe the text today-is
very close to the right balance,” he said.

The new draft — which the US hopes
to present for a vote at the UN Securi-
ty Council on Friday — gives Iraq a fi-
nal opportunity to scrap its weapons of
mass destruction or face consequences.

After weeks of wrangling, Washing-
ton has amended the text in response
to demands from France and Russia
that it should not give the US an auto-
‘matic right to launch military action if
Iraq fails to comply.

“The ball is now in Iraq’s court ...
(Iragi President) Mr Saddam Hussein
will have seven days to accept the res-
olution and after that he has 30 days in
which to make a report (on his weap-

 ltalian anti-war protestors in front of a US
military base near Pisa on Thursday. — AFP

ons of mass destruction),” Mr de Vil-_
lepin said, citing the timetable inclu- -
ded in the draft resolution.

US draft bound to fail
A US draft resolution before the United
Nations aims at paving the way for a war -
on Iraq and is “bound to fail,” a leading

THE STATESMABD

Baghdad daily said today, calling on
Russia and France to oppose it. -
. “The American draft is full of hatred
and concealed aggression, it says what
we should do and what we should give,
and, in any case, threatens the use of
force,” said Babel, run by President Mr _
Saddam Hussein’s eldest son, Uday.
“The smell from the ¢ontents of the
draft says that whatever wé have given
and whatever we will give” in terms of
disarmament, “the result will remain the
same,.an aggression,” the tabloid said.
-“A préliminary éxamination of this
draft shows that it is bound to fail, that
it is an aggressive draft, its primary
objective is to cancel out our efforts,
our cooperation and our suffering at
their hands over the past 11 years.
“We have great confidence that the
just members-of the UN Security
Council, such as Russia and France,
will play their essential role to prevent
the. Americans and the British from
using the international organisation as
a tool to achieve their aggressive
goals,” said Babel. .
‘Meanwhile, chief UN arms
inspector to Iraq Mr Hans Blix said he
intends to lead an advance team to
Baghdad “a week to 10 days after the

-adoption of the resolution.”
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IRAQ / VOTE LIKELY NEXT WEEK

"Russian stand
sparks optimism
on fresh dr

By Sridhar Krishnaswami VAV ﬁ%ﬁg it known

WASHINGTON, NoV. 2. The United
Nations Security Council is ex-
pecting a fresh and revised draft
from the United States early
next week so that the resolution
on Irag could be readied for a
formal vote. The vote is now ex-
pected towards the end of next
week.

The optimism on a new reso-
lution reaching the Council’s
chambers stems from a com-
ment of Russia that the posi-
tions of the five Permanent
Members are getting closer
even if there remained “consid-
erable a?fferences”.

At tHe world body in New
York, the United Nations’ Chief
Weapons Inspector, Hans Blix,
briefed the 10 elected members
of the Security Council on his
recent visit to Washington and
his meeting with the President,
George W Bush. He had a sep-
arate meeting with the Iraqgi
Ambassador.

The Iraqi top envoy to the
U.N. was critical of the world
body being ‘used’ as a tool for
the U.S. and expressed scepti-
cism of the real motive of the
American President.

“He (Mr. Blix) told me the
most important thing is the
United States chose the path of
the United Nations to resolve
the problem...I hope that what
they said is the truth, that the
United Nations is the Dbest
way..We cannot trust them,”
said the envoy, Mohammad Al
Douri.

The impression at the U.N. is
that the Bush administration is
willing to make some changes
to the substantive aspects of the
weapons inspections and the
obligations of Iraq. For in-
stance, the U.S. is now said to
be willing to give a 50-day dead-
line to Iraq to divulge its indus-
try related chemicals as
opposed to a original 30-day
time frame. But Washington has

/

ft,

budge from the 30-day deadline
for Iraq to divulge s weapons
of mass destruction pro-
grammes.

If the Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, is feverishly working the
telephone lines to speak to his
counterparts in France and
Russia, it is not without good
reason.

The two countries are still
worried about the language in
the draft that refers to Iraq be-
ing in ‘material breach’ and in
warning the Saddam Hussein
regime of “serious consequenc-
es” for balking at the weapons
inspections programmes.

Apparently, in a bid to win
over Russia and France, as also
other sceptics in the 15-mem-
ber Council, Washington is pro-
posing several ‘firewall’
formulas that will mandate the
U.S. to wait until the Chief
Weapons Inspector to report to
the Council that he sees either
serious violations or his team
running into problems in Iraq.
France is in favour of the Securi-
ty Council determining which
one of the Iraqi violations is se- |
rious enough to be classified as
a “material breach”’; and Russia
is still hanging tough on the
stipulation that it is the UN,,
not the U.S,, that has to formally
authorise the use of force
against Iraq.

" Meanwhile, at the campaign
trail, Mr. Bush argued that the
U.N. risked being nothing more
than a “debating society” if it
did not get tough with Iraq; and
highlighted the implication of
the links of Mr. Saddam Hus-
sein with the Al-Qaeda. “We
know he’s got ties with Al-Qae-
da. A nightmare scenario, of
course, is that he becomes the
arsenal for a terrorist network
and they could attack America
and they’d leave no fingerprints

behind”’, Mr. Bush said at a rall
in New Hampshire. i
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US, France come closer
on Iraqi resolution ~

New York: The US and
France are nearing a com-
promise on Irag under which
the Bush administration
would promise to consult the
UN security council if Iraq
obstructs weapons inspec-
tors but would be free to take
military action even if the
council fails to authorise it.
UN diplomats said they
expect the resolution to be
brought to the council either
Friday or after the US con-
gressional polls on Tuesday.
“We essentially believe we
have accommodated those
who wanted to decide”
whether or not military ac-
tion is needed if Iraq violates
the inspection regime, US
Secretary of State Colin Pow-

- -

Can

AL\ Lo

ell was quotey in European
newspapers assaying, “They
have now the opportunity to
decide or not to decide it, to
pass a second resolution or
offer a second resolution or
not, and we will be part of
that debate,” The New York
Times quoted him as saying.

The secretary said in the
so-called second stage, “We
will prefer to see the UN act
in a multilateral way”.

But under the proposed
compromise, US officials said
it had been made clear that
the US would reserve the
right to lead a military action
against Iraq if it continued to
block inspections, even if.the
security council did
its approval. pmt
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ﬁnglo-Amemcan
Iraq strategy

likely to

NEW YORK, MEXICO,
Oct. 28. — The six-week
effort by Britain and the
USA to secure a tough UN
resolution on Iraq is in
danger of collapse because
of continued opposition to
their threats of military
action. With US officials
pushing for a :
decision by
the end of
the week, the . ¢
two powers |
are struggling = |
to enlist the

UNravel

Dlplo;‘}/ts y Br1ta1n

and the USA can‘only count”

on the support of Bulgaria,
Colombia, Norway and
Singapore for its latest
proposal. Russia, China,
France and Syria do not
support the current US-
British text. The swing votes

are Cameroon, Ireland,
Guinea, Mauritius and
Mexico.
, President
. B us h,

attending the
. Asia-Pacific
 Economic
- Co-operation
. summit  in

nine  votes Mexico,
needed to . apparently
push th?ir . . failed  to
Lrontl)  Buigaria, President
resolution CQIombia, Namay Vicente Fox
brosh, 0t and Singapors for 1 e
Security its latGSt pmposa’ vote to back
Council. military
B oth action.
France and Glowering

Russia have circulated rival
proposals omitting “trigger
language” for the use of
force. Seeing strength in
numbers, Paris and Moscow
hope to draw away enough
votes from the US-British
draft that they will not have
to confront the world’s sole
superpower directly by
exercising their veto.

Britain and the USA have
formally tabled their text in
the Security Council to
ensure that it comes to a
vote first, but France
threatened at the weekend
to submit its draft for a vote
as well if it did not win
further concessions. “We
are going to try to work with
the Americans on the basis
of the text they have
proposed,” Mr Dominique
de Villepin, the French
Foreign Minister, said on
Saturday. “If we don’t
manage that, then we will
obviously officially propose
our own text.”

~x
THE 51707004

at the cameras, Mr Bush
repeated: “If the UN won't
act, if Saddam Hussein
won’t disarm, we will lead a
coalition to disarm him.”

President Bush also
missed a crucial opportunity
to lobby President Putin in
person because the Russian
leader was forced to cancel
his trip to the summit to
deal with the hostage crisis
in Moscow. Gen Colin
Powell, the US Secretary of
State, conceded that the
push for a new resolution
might fail. “I don’t want to
say that we’re near a
solution because it may
evade us,” he said.

Security Council mem-
bers are also split over US-
British  proposals  to
toughen the UN weapons
inspectors’ mandate with
new powers such as the
right to declare no-fly and
no-drive zones or to take
scientists’ families out of the
country.
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" U.S.-Iran tussle casts shadow

"
aN\Y
By'Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 24. In a
region ruled mostly by dictators
and theocrats, the tiny Persian
Gulf nation of Bahrain went to
parliamentary polis today, brav-
ing threats by conservatives to
checkmate the Kingdom’s pos-
sible transition towards real
democracy.

Bahrainis voted for 174 can-
didates, eight of them women,
while three candidates have al-
ready been elected unopposed
to the 40-member lower house
of Parliament. Bahrain’s King,
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, who
heads a Shoora Council, will
personally appoint a chamber
of another 40 members after the
elections, which will also have
legislative powers. In a country
with a majority Shia population
but Sunni rulers, political par-
ties have been formally barred
from contesting. But many can-
didates in the fray do owe alle-
giance to “societies”, which can
be ideology based, such as the
Leftist National Democratic Ac-
tion Association or represent
specific ethnic groups.

Thursday’s elections, which
took place after a gap of nearly
three decades, however, wit-
nessed a moderate turnout,
though official polling figures
are expected to be announced

TAKING THE LEAD: Women queue up to vote at a polling

only later tonight. Analysts attri-
buted the modest showing by
the electorate to the poll boy-
cott call issued by four Shia or-
ganisations, including the
influential Wefaq group. Shia
groups have rejected participa-
tion to protest against the
King’s decision to usher in dem-
cratisation in Bahrain in dri-
blets, by appointing an
unelected upper chamber of
Parliament.

While the kingdom's attempt
to withhold Bahrain's immedi-
ate transition to a full-fledged
democracy may have been a
factor in the boycott call, analy-
sts point out that it could also
reflect a larger geopolitical ri-
valry between Iran and the
United States that has come to
the fore during elections.

Observers point out that Iran
exercises considerable influen-
ce over the Shia groups while
Bahrain’s rulers have been
known to be close to the U.S.
and Britain. Bahrain is home to
the U.S. Fifth Fleet as well as the
regional headquarters for the
U.S. Marines. It is bound to play
a key role, in a likely U.S.-led
campaign against Irag.

Bahrain’s elections, there-
fore, have repercussions be-
yond domestic politics, as the
U.S., Iran and the rest of the re-
gion have high stakes in it. For

station in Riffa, 15 km from Manama, on Thursday. — AFP

keast 4

v over Bahrain poll "

Bahrain’s rulers, elections are
an investment for ensuring the
country’s long-term stability
and prosperity. Despite short-
term  turbulence, Bahrain’s
leadership believes that a dem-
ocratic Bahrain under a consti-
tutional monarchy has a better
chance of cranking up its main-
ly non-oil economy in a politi-
cally stable atmosphere.
Without significant oil re-
serves, Bahrain is looking for
foreign investments in interna-
tional banking, tourism, ship-
building and petroleum refin-
ing. It also aspires to become a
major international trade tran-

sit hub by expanding its ports |

and developing new ones.

Jolted by terrorism, which it
feels breeds in the region’s con-
servative heartland, the United
States, on its part, views Bah-
rain’s experiment with constitu-
tional monarchy as a model for
the rest of the oil-rich Persian
Gulf States to emulate. Not sur-
prisingly, the U.S. National Se-
curity Adviser, Condoleezza
Rice, favouring open societies,
has already said that other
countries in the region should
take the lead from Bahrain's
elections.

The U.S. also feels that a
democratic and stable Bahrain,
where it has already established
its military bases, will also bet-
ter serve its national security in-
terests in the region in the
future.

On the contrary, the boycott
call by the Shia groups is, in
part, a demonstration of Iran’s
ability to assert itself as a re-
gional player, whom the US.
cannot ignore.

In a show of strength, the
Shia organisations on Tuesday
mobilised around 75,000 people
in a pre-poll protest. Signifi-
cantly, the demonstration took
place a short distance away
from the U.S. Fifth Fleet base,
signalling the capacity of the
Shia groups to affect U.S. de-
ployments in Bahrain’s military
bases.

Observers point out that Iran,
which fears that it could be tar-
geted by the U.S. after Iraq, may
leverage its influence on the
streets of Bahrain to draw wider,
concessions from Washingt
in the coming days.
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he coming war w1th raq is
Tprobably a topic that’s ¢ngag-

ing the US and the interna-
tional community at large in a
debate of a magnitude not wit-
nessed since the Gulf War in 1991,
What has been extremely impre-
ssive in the current debate is the
ability of President George W
Bush to mould the domestic and
international debate to his liking.
Whether this is a carefully cons-
tructed strategy to talk tough so as
to be able to get a compromise or
a divided administration trying to
put together policies at random to
see what works, the end-result is
that the Bush Administration has
been able to get its way on most
issues so far.

First, Bush scared the rest of the
world 1nto thinking that he was
going to war. As a result he is
likely to get a stronger inspections
regime from an energised United
Nations that few thought possible
a few months back. And now he
has obtained a powerful resolution
from the US Congress that gives
him extraordinary flexibility in
deciding how and when to con-
front Irag, even before he has
faced a direct military threat.

Bringing policy coherence

Gradually, but steadily, he also
seems to be getting support from
the major powers at the UN. Both
France and Russia are veering
around to supporting a tough UN
resolution, granting automatic
approval for military action if Iraq
fails to comply with a new inspec-
tions programme. But the debate
lingers on.

The US haste in taking on Sad-
dam Hussein is being questioned.
“Why now?” is a question that is
being repeated ad nauseam. It is
being argued that by invading Irag
the US would get diverted from its
primary goal of confronting and
destroying Al-Qaeda. The risks of
attacking Iraq and the possible

The author is a research scholar in the
Depariment of Political Science at the
University of Notre Dame, Indiana.

It Is All About America’s Grand Strategy

By HARSH V PANT

nightmare  scenarios, where
weapons of mass destruction are
used by Iraq and Israel, are being
recounted. The rise of anger and
hatred agaipst the US, which is
exactly what the US should be
working against, is being seen as a
result of this operation.

But as has become clear in the
last couple of days, the critics have
lost the debate. And this is
because they have been asking
wrong questions. Their questions

in the form of international terro-
rism. It is interesting to note how
the war on terrorism has been
used by the US to take on hostile
regimes and expand its military
presence around the world. The
most important addition has been
Iraq.

Behind the blizzard of claims
and counter-claims of the last two
months — about whether Iraq is
violating the UN sanctions; about
whether 1Iraq still possesses

have been of a tactical nature
whereas the real issue here is the
US grand strategy in the post-Cold
War phase. For the US, the inter-
national system has been in a flux
since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. With no real enemy in
sight, US foreign policy was
stumbling from Bosnia to Somalia
to Kosovo to Haiti. The events of
11 September, 2001, however,
brought this transition to an end
and gave the US foreign policy a
coherence it so badly desired.

Unfolding doctrine

The main purpose of American
foreign policy was to confront an
enemy, and a worthy successor to
the Soviet Union finally emerged

ol

weapons  of mass destruction;
about whether America should
“go-it-alone” or build an interna-
tional coalition — a more impor-
tant and subtler process is at work.
It is to clearly define the character
of American power and its proper
role in the world. This has even led
to the US propounding a new
doctrine for the world, a doctrine
that may well define the next cen-
tury of global politics. And that’s
the Bush doctrine — first-strike
war to achieve peace. Like the
Monroe doctrine and the Truman
doctrine of the yesteryears, this
doctrine also provides the US with
a grand plan for the world.

Then came the National Secu-
rity Strategy of the Administra-

IRAQ: A LOST DEBATE

tion, sending perhaps the strong-
est s1gna1 till date since the end of
the Cold War that American wants
to carve out an even more ambiti-
ous role for itself in the world. It
declared that the US forces will be
strong enough to dissuade poten-
tial adversaries from pursuing a
military build-up in hopes of
surpassing, or equalling, the pow-
er of the United States.

And make no mistake, the US
has already started working to-
wards this end. It started with the
war against the Taliban and Al-
Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakis-
tan. Then it expanded to include
countries as diverse as Philippines,
Georgia and Yemen where the US
military has gone ostensibly to
lend support to local efforts at
counterinsurgency.

Overarching vision

And now it’s the turn of the
Persian Gulf where the US desires
to put in place a new socio-
political framework, serving its
interests in the region better. Iraq
is only a starting point. The US is
now even ready to invade and
occupy {raq so long as democracy
does not take root in the country,
much like it did in Japan and
Germany after the second World
War. So much for an administra-
tion that came to office with a
particular disdain for “nation-
building”.

This 1s a vision of great sweep
and imagination, almost evange-
lical in its underpinnings. But for
better or for worse, this is what the
current debate is all about. It is
not about lraq or Saddam Huss-
ein. It is not about the UN weap-
ons inspection regime. It is not
about weapons of mass destruc-
tion either. It is about America’s
grand strategy, about its role in
world politics. And in this debate
those who focus on “small” issues
like Iraq are bound to lose and
have, in fact, already lost. And this
should be kept in mind by India as
it tries to come to terms with this
new debate on lrag and should
frame its response accordingly.
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US may th seek
Saddam’soudier i
he eliminates arms

Washlngton Secretary of
; state  Colin
Powell, who
has spoken of
| a “regime
change” in
Irag for at
least 18
months, said
on Monday
the US might
not seek to remove Saddam
Hussein if he abandoned his
weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

It was the latest in a series
of recent comments by Mr
Powell that seemed to back
away from the goal of depos-
ing the Iraqi President,
which remains Bush admin-
istration policy.

“We think the Iraqi people
would be a lot better off with
a different leader, a different
regime,” Mr Powell said.
“But the principal offence
here is weapons of mass de-
struction, and that’s what
this (UN) resolution is work-
ing on. The major issue be-
fore us is disarmament.”

He said on NBC’s “Meet
the press” that he expects the
UN security council to enact
a resolution setting strong

S. Hussm

guidelines for inspection
teams to be sent back into
Iraq.

But, he added, “The issue
right now is not even how
tough an inspection regime
is or isn't. The question is:
Will Saddam and the Iragi
regime cooperate— really, re-
ally cooperate— and let the
inspectors do their job?.

“All we are interested in is
getting rid of those weapons
of mass destruction.”

Condoleezza Rice, Presi-
dent George W Bush’s na-
tional security adviser, said
the administration expected

to have a resolution ready
this week for security coun-
cil members to consider.

“The goal here is to dis-
arm Saddam Hussein. And in |
order to do that, we are going [
to have to test his willingness
to cooperate this time
around,” she said on CNN.

“If he is not willing to dis-
arm, then the world is going
to have to disarm him.” ‘

Having failed to garner
support in the UN security
council for the use of mili-
tary force and toughening of
inspection regime against
Iraq, the US is now pressing
for aggressive, quick and ef-
fective inspection so that
President Saddam Hussein’s
“intention” become clear
within weeks.

“The reason is that the
window for taking military
action is very small and very
near. Any military action
would need to start between
December and February as
heat and sandstorm later
would make it difficult to
wage a war,” diplomats said.

Top US officials said they
expected to move the resolu-
tion toughening sanctions in
the council early this week.

Once it is introduced, it
would take a few days before
it comes up for vote if other
members have reservations.
But if Washington is able to
get support from other mem-
bers, it could be put on a fast
track.

Most of the council mem-
bers agree on toughening of
inspection regime but are
wary of the language which
would allow the US to inter-
pret that it has the authority |
to take military action if it
perceives and inspectors
complain that they are being
obstructed. Agencies

—_——
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The outcome the Iraqgi refe um was a fait
accompli. Saddam Hussein managed a full 100 per cent
of the vote, causing one commentatoy to remark it was
a wonder he didn’t get 101 per cent. If*rational numbers
aside, the referendum is a gauntlet flung straight at the
feet of president George W Bush. “Bush, Bush, listen,
we love our great leader, president Saddam Hussein”,
crowds chanted as the Iragi leader won himself
another seven years in office. Mr Hussein’s message to
Washington is loud and clear — if you want to take me
out, you will have to contend with at least 12 million
Iragis. America, in particular the Bush dynasty, can
take credit for the Iraqi leader’s popularity among his
people. Thanks to Washington’s unrelenting hostility to-
wards Baghdad, ordinary Iragqis have rallied around

their leader overlooking his very many shortcomings.

In the light of the referendum, Mr Bush would be
il-advised to begin any military action against
Baghdad. With nothing much left to lose, millions of
Iragis have vowed to lay down their lives to protect
Mr Hussein. With Iraq having moved its army into
cities, civilian casualties could be enormous.

The resentment at Washington’s unilateralism is
growing in the Arab world and elsewhere, and can
only increase the vulnerability of both America and
Americans to various forms of terrorism. The Bali blast
is proof that the hydra-headed monster of terrorism
is posing challenges which cannot be countered by
military means alone. In focusing on the Iraqi dictator,
Washington is overlooking the disturbing developments
that have taken place in Pakistan and which will have a
direct bearing on its war against terrorism. After
Washington’s regime change in Afghanistan, it is no
secret that Al-Qaida and the Taliban have regrouped in
Pakistan propelling the rise of fundamentalist parties
which now control two crucial frontier provinces.
General Musharraf, Washington’s poster boy for
democratic good conduct, appears to have no qualms
about cosying up to fundamentalist parties who are
openly anti-America. Not so long ago, when the general
held his referendum, universally condemned as rigged,
Washington appeared to have no problems in accepting
the verdict. The people of Iraq have voted with their feet
for Mr Hussein. What prevents Mr Bush from applying
the same yardstick to Baghdad as he did to Islamabad?
Clearly, a case of double standards. But then, the woyld
should be used to Washington’s whimsies by non
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~ Iraq declares 100%

«g°vote for Saddam

BAGHDAD, OCT. 16.
Iraq declared its
President, Saddam
Hussein, winner o
100 per cent of the
votes in a State-or-
chestrated referen-
dum  perpetuating
his two-decade
reign, and automatic
gunfire crackled on
Baghdad’s streets in
celebration. :

Mr. Hussein's re-
gime said the vote
widely  dismissed
outside Iraq, showed
Iraq’s people stand-
ing with their leader
against any U.S. at-
tack, and said Iraqis "#%
were ready for one.

“If there is ag-
gression, the Amer-
icans will face these
people who said

‘yes’ to Saddam Hussein,” Izzat

Ibrahim, Vice-Chairman of
Iraq’s Revolutionary Command
Council and Mr. Hussein’s
right-hand man, told reporters
at Parliament.

Bursts of gunfire exploded in
downtown Baghdad as he
spoke, as Mr. Hussein's sup-
porters fired in the air and
danced on street corners.

“If the U.S. administration
makes a mistake and attacks
Iraq, we will fight them,” Mr.
Ibrahim said. “If they come, we
will fight them in every village,
and every house. Every house
will be a front, and every Iraqi
will have a role in the war.

ONE-MAN SHOW?: Iragis, holding
portraits of the President, Saddam
Hussein, celebrate after Mr, Hussein’s
victory in Baghdad on Wednesday. — AP

“All Iraqgis are armed now
and by God’s will we will tri
umph.”

The vote was rejected by the,
Iraqi opposition in exile, by the
United States, and others out-
side Iraq. Many in yesterday’s
referendum cast multiple bal-
lots representing votes of entire
families, stuffing fistfuls of votes
into boxes at a time.

The White House had dismis-
sed the one-man race in ad-
vance. ‘“Obviously, it's not a
very serious day, not a very seri-
ous vote and nobody places any
credibility on it,” said the Press
Secretary, Ari Fleischer, in
Washington yesterdav. — AP/
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WEAPONS INSPECTION / REFERENDUM BOLSTERS SADDAM

G 5

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 15. [raq
and the United States appeared
to be drifting further apart with
the Iragi President, Saddam
Hussein, demonstrating
through a State-wide referen-
dum that he continued to enjoy
overwhelming public support in
the face of threats from Wash-
ington and some of its allies.

Iragis today turned out in
strength to cast their votes at
2,000 polling stations in a presi-
dential referendum, which Mr.
Hussein is certain to win. Mr.
Hussein won 99.96 per cent of
the vote in a first referendum in
1995 and there is speculation
that he might get a 100 per cent
“yes” vote on Wednesday when
results are declared.

“Iraq’s unified voice decla-
ring...yes, yes to the leader Sad-
dam Hussein deafens small
Bush and officials of his evil ad-
ministration,”  Al-Jumhuriya
state newspaper said in an edi-
torial. The Iraqi President, as a
result of the referendum in

yd

An Iraqi woman takes blood from her arm to mark “yes” on
her voting slip In a referendum to extend the President,
Saddam Husseln’s rule by another seven years, at a polling
station in Baghdad’s neighbourhood on Tuesday. — AFP

which around 12 million citi-
zens can participate will be en-
titled to extend his 23-year-rule
by another seven years. Sup-
porters of President Hussein
vowed to support him to death,
with some describing him as the
“pride” of Iraq.

/7

“This is Iraq, and this is the
people of Irag,” Mr. Hussein’s
top ranking official, Izzat Ibra-
him, said in Baghdad. “How will
America fight this great people?
How much will America lose
and for what reason?” Mr. Ibra-
him pointed out that the Bush

16 QU L

Iraq, U.S. drift further apart

10

admiistration was misleading
the Inaqi people. Iraqi leaders
on nday made it clear that
that the referendum would
symbolise the defiance of the
Iragi nation to the United
States. “The political and inter-
national circumstances and the
American and Zionist threats
(against Iraq) have given the
referendum a new meaning,”
the Information Minister, Mo-
hammed Saeed al-Sahaf, said.

But while there were celebra-
tions on the streets of Baghdac
on Tuesday, there was no easing
of the stand-off between Irac
and the United States. There
was, for instance, a furthe:
hardening of differences on the
re-entry of weapons inspector:
into Iraq. Baghdad has so far re
jected the U.N.'s request seek-
ing protection for weapon:
inspectors entering northerr
and southern Iraq. The U.S. anc
Britain, in bid to protect ethnic
Kurds in northern Iraq and the
Shias in the south, have deniec

permission for Iraqi planes i
these “No fly zones.” /
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London: Saddam Hussein has conducted a
startling shake-up of his sen-
| ior security officials, appar-

ently because he feared that
some of those closest to him
might be plotting his down-
fall.

There were sweeping
changes since the Gulf war in
1991. In the past month alone,
three important commands
have changed — those of air defence, mili-
tary intelligence and the special security of-
fice, responsible for the security of Mr Sad-
dam and his extended family.

Just as striking is the fact that most of
those being moved are Saddam’s relatives or
come from his home town of Tikrit.

So numerous are Tikritis in the Iraqi gov-
ernment that Saddam asked them years ago
to stop using their last names in order to dis-
guise their origins.

The fact that he appears to be suspicious of
Tikritis shows how paranoid he has become
about the possibility of being betrayed to the
Americans in the build-up to a possible war
aimed at ousting him.

On Monday it was disclosed that hundreds
of US army and marine planners had been
ordered to Kuwait, where they could co-ordi-

nate any thrust infe-fraq by land forces. The
Pentagon is cted to start vaccinating up
to 500 roops against smallpox in case

Saddam

P, Saddam

S séeurity | revamp

Iraq responds to any attack with biological
weapons.

Hopes of a breakthrough in the form of a
UN Security Council resolution opening the
way for inspectors to return to Iraq with un-
fettered access to weapons sites received a
setback when Saddam’s regime ignored re-
quests to confirm its agreement to detailed
proposals.

Chief UN weapons inspector Hans Blix,
agreed with the Americans that inspections
should not resume until a tough new resolu-
tion had set terms with which the Iraqis
agreed.

Amid growing fears of war, Saddam has
begun spending less and less time in Bagh-
dad, according to the opposition Iraqi Na-
tional Congress. This could complicate any
attempt to remove the president, simply be-
cause of the difficulty of finding him, al-
ready a daunting task because he uses dou-
bles to disguise his movements.

The only person Saddam appears to trust
entirely is his younger son, Qusay, who has
taken on more and more weighty tasks for his
father. He is now supervising the special
security office. Since being elected to Iraq’s
ruling Revolutionary Command Council,
Qusay has also taken more responsibility
for the military forces of Iraq. Uday, the
elder son, has to make an appointment to
see his father and concentrates mostly on
business. e Sunday Times




/The Amerlcans Wouldn’t dare to shoot us down’ '

Saddam’s sons
may take over

BASRA, Oct. 14. — As our creaking 727 clim-
bed above the desert, leaving Saddam Interna-
tional Airport far below, the voice of Captain
Laith Md Ali crackled over the tannoy.

“Good morning, ladies and gentlemen,
{ and welcome to Iraqi Airways Flight Zero
. Zero One,” he said in both Arabic and Eng-
lish. “In about four minutes we will reach
our cthising altitude of 23,000ft. Our jour-
ney to Basra will take about an hour. Please
keep your seat backs upright and your belts
fastened. I hope you have a pleasant flight.”

A few minutes later, as the hostess in a
crisp-green uniform started to serve soft
drinks to the first-class passengers, a second
voice could be heard from Captain Ali’s

Icockpit, this time on the radio.

“You are entering a free missile zone,” said
the voice of a young American male with the
slightly languid tones of the Deep South.

' “Your flight is prohibited by the United Na-
tions:"You enter this zone at your own risk.”
Captain Ali and his co-pilot remained si-
lent, but the first-class passengers - two
fidgety East European businessmen and a
mustachioed Iraqi army major - craned
their necks to peer at the vapour trails of
two. US or British fighters that were shad-
owing the ageing airliner at:around
40,
crossed the 33rd Paraliel, the line t
map of Iraq that signals the start g o-
fly zone, a sector established ten yearsago
in an attempt to prevent President Saddam
Hussein from waging war against his Shia
Muslim opponents. A second no-fly zone
was established above the 36th Parallel to

WASHINGTON, Oct. 14. — The Bush Ad-
ministration stepped up its preparations for
war against Iraq yesterday by ordering the de-
ployment of key US Army and Marine Corps
batfle staff and ground troops to Kuwait.

The move, the first non-routine dispatch
of conventional troops to the Gulf in recent
months, came as defence secretary Mr
Donald Rumsfeld prepared to order small-
pox vaccinations for up to 500,000 troops.

The'deployment of the battle staffs of the
Army’s V Corps, with headquarters in Hei-

; NG

7 Flight Zero Zero OneHag™jusy

"~ LONG LIVE SADDAM! Iragi schoolgiris chant slogans for President Saddam Hussein in their school
transformed into a polling centre in Baghdad on Monday. — AFP

protect the Kurds in the North. The war-

‘plages flying overhead could, in theory,
" have shot us out of the sky at any moment.

“They call us every time we cross into the
zone, but we never reply,” Captain Ali said.
“Sometimes a couple of F-14s or F-16s will
come and fly alongside us ... but we just keep
on flying. I'm sure they wouldn’t dare shoot
us down.” Captain Ali, who learnt to fly Boe-

delberg, Germany, and the Marine Corps’
1st Marine Expeditionary Force, based at
Camp Pendleton, California, largely com-
pletes the command structure that would
manage an Iraqi invasion.

Several thousand US troops are already
in Kuwait and the army has a command el-
ement in the country overseeing operations
in Afghanistan.

However, the V Corps staff, whose combat
units are specifically trained for fighting in the
Middle East, and those of the Marine group
will focus on Iraq, Pentagon officials said.

More than 600 battie staff from US Cen-

ings while living in Seattle, said that the voi-
ces were always American.

Sometimes they were from the fighter
pilots, other times from an Awacs early wamn-
ing aircraft. They contact his air-
craft using the internationally recognised eme-
rgency frequency. “Occasionally the American
pilots talking to us are women,” he said, “but I
don’t talk to them either.”

President Bush orders troops to

tral Command, which would have overall
responsibility for an Iraqi invasion, are to
move to a newly built airbase in Qatar next
month from their headquarters in Tampa,
Florida. The move is described as a pre-ar-
ranged “exercise”, but there is little doubt
that the officers, including General Tommy
Franks, who would be in charge of any mili-
tary campaign, will remain in Qatar in an-
ticipation of war. Already General Franks
has his naval command staff in Bahrain,
headquarters for the US 5th Fleet.

The Air Force, which has been enforcing
“no-fly” zones over northern and southern

.r

NEW YORK, Oct. 14. — If Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein is killed or somehow cut
off from his command centre, power would
most likely pass to his sons, Uday or Qusay,
who could be worse than the father, a media

report said today. Uday, 38, is known to be '

the reckless, violent, oversexed heir
apparent while Qusay, 36, is calmer, colder
and ultimately more dangerous, it said.

A cornered Uday would not hesitate to
lash out with chemical and biological
weapons, But Qusay is the danger-man as
he actually controls the weapons and could
find a way to use them against US forces or
the American people, Newsweek reported.

Qusay is “in the shadows,” a senior US
administration official, who has access to CIA
files on Saddam’s sons, said. “We don’t know
much.” But US intelligence believes Qusay is
Saddam Hussein’s true heir apparent, for the
simple reason that he controls the security that
keeps his father in power and alive, he added.

Several Iraqgi exiles recounted stories
about the cruelty of Uday and Qusay, which
Newsweek said were almost too grotesque to
be true. Some are probably exaggerated, but
not by much, the administration official said.

“They really like to see blood; they like to
see people tortured. The difference is that
Qusay does everything quietly; he has never
been in the open like Uday,” said a former
colonel in the President’s security service.

Kuwait

Iraq since the end of the Gulf War, has a
command centre at Prince Sultan Air Base
in Saudi Arabia.

One of the worries about building up
forces in the vicinity of Iraq is that Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein could launch a pre-
emptive strike with chemical or biological
weapons. This has persuaded Mr Rumsfeld
to decide that smallpox vaccinations should
be started as early as next month. Barring
objections from President Bush, Pentagon
officials say, troops will begin to receive
smallpox shots as soon as the vaccine is li-
censed in the middle of November.
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~"Iraq seeks to rally support

;;;A.tul Aneja )ﬁv \/Z\

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 13. By
arming the United States Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, with a
mandate for a possible use of
force against Iraq, the Congress
has raised tensions in the region
and has pushed Baghdad into a
fresh effort gather public sup-
port at home and in its Arab
neighbourhood.

Recognising that the decision
in the U.S. Congress was a
benchmark in the U.S.-Iraq
stand-off, Iraq’s Deputy Prime
Minster, Tariq Aziz, while on a
visit to Lebanon at the weekend,
said Baghdad, after this devel-
opment, was now prepared for
a possiple military action. Mr.
Aziz yeiterated that U.S. objec-
tivegin Iraq were part of a larger
gegpolitical design in the re-
'on. Mr. Bush, with a view to
establish control over the re-
gion’s oil reserves, wanted
“complete hegemony over the
region”, he observed.

Apprehending that the mili-
tary threat from the U.S. had
now heightened, the Iraqi re-
gime on Saturday took a major
step to rally public support be-
hind it. Around 500 Iragi Mus-
lim clerics and scholars
belonging to Iraq’s Popular Is-
lamic Conference issued a fat-
wa calling on Muslims to
launch a holy war to “burn the
earth under the feet” of the
United States if it attacked Iraq.

Keen to the gather support on
the Arab street, Iraq also voiced
strong anti-Israel sentiments.
The Iragi Parliament that met
on Saturday criticised the advo-
cacy by the U.S. Congress to
recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital. Arabs see Jerusalem,
which is holy to Christians,
Muslims and Jews, as the future
capital of the state of Palestine.

Analysts point out that Iraq,
with the intention of rallying

O

support in !h% s}amic coun-
tries, wishes to be\seen as a vig-
orous  advocat of the
Palestinian causd. Observers
point out that Iraq’s efforts to
galvanise popular support in
the region are well-timed and
can make some headway. Arab
attention, thanks to the widely
popular satellite television
channels such as Qatar’s Al ja-
zeera, is, apart from the U.S.-
Iraq stand-off, riveted to two
other major issues. This could
go to Irag’s advantage.

First, Arab support for the
Palestinian cause has become
increasingly emotive on ac-
count of the disproportionate
use of force by U.S.-backed Is-
rael that has included air raids
on civilian targets to counter ex-
tremist violence.

A more pronounced espousal
of Palestinian cause by Iraq at
this time, when emotions are
running high, can, therefore,
carry a greater mass appeal in
the region than at anytime in
the recent past.

Second, the recent suspected
terrorist attacks, possibly by Al-
Qaeda cadres on the French oil

tanker Limburg, Yemen, and
the targeting of U.S. Marines in
Kuwait on Tuesday have be-
come a major point of debate
and which could also go in
Iraq’s favour.

Analysts point out that the at-
tack on the Marines symbolises
the growing opposition among
a section of the Arab population
to the presence of U.S. troops in
the region. Part of this opposi-
tion comes from the radicalised
section of the Kuwaiti popula-
tion.

Arabs in the Persian Gulf
States, including Kuwait are,
unlike the U.S., also less in-
clined to attribute all extremist
violence to Al-Qaeda. For in-
stance, while the official view in
Kuwait is that the two young
men involved in the attack on
the Marines were part of a 26-
member cell with Al-Qaeda
links, there is a strong counter-
view. Relatives of one of the as-
sailants say that the two youths
were not terrorists but carried
out the attack in retaliation for
the recommendation of the U.S.
Congress to declare Jerusalem
as Israel’s capital.

PEACE MARCH: Nearly 30,000 people gather in front of the
State Library in Melbourne, Australia, on Sunday to protest
Canberra’s support to U.S. for a possible war with Iraq. — AP
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U.S. move will fué\f0
extremism: Teheran

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, OCT.10. Apprehending
that the United States could tar-
get it after dealing with Iraq,
Iran has said that it would coun-
ter any move to undermine its
territorial integrity or national
interests.

The Iranian President, Mo-
hammad Khatami, said during
tatks with the visiting British
Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw,
that Iranian people, faced with
any threat, would not hesitate
to rise in the defence of their
national interests and territorial
integrity. Mr. Khatami’s re-
marks assume importance as
Mr. Straw is expected to brief
the U.S. authorities in detail
about his visit to Iran,

Mr. Straw had similarly con-
sulted Iran prior to the U.S.-led
military campaign in Afghanis-
[ tan. Iran, analysts point out,
could be a-U.S. target in the fu-
ture on account of its alleged
pursuit of nuclear weapons, its
hostility towards Israel and sup-
port for the militant Hezbollah
group in Lebanon that opposes
Tel Aviv.

Like Turkey, France, Britain
and Russia, Iran does not want
that the United Nations, under
pressure from the United
States, to sanction the forcible
removal of the Iraqi President,
Saddam Hussein. Mr. Khatami
pointed out that, ‘“‘unseating
governments by force would set
a dangerous precedent in the
world”.

0The Iranian establishment is
of the view that any endorse-
ment of regime change in Iraq
can be self-destructive as it
could encourage the United
States to take similar steps
against Teheran.

Iran was opposed to any uni-
lateral action against Iraq but
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was likely to endorse the use of
force against it, provided this
decision was taken collectively
by the U.N. Security Council.
Iranian officials have recently
said that they oppose a war with
Iraq as it could destabilise the
region, but, would, neverthe-
less, accept any collective U.N.
Security Council decision on
Baghdad as a fact’.

Mr. Khatami pointed out that
the U.S. had a history of taking
unilateral decisions in the re-
gion that momentarily suited its
own interests.

He accused the West of arm-
ing Mr. Hussein with chemical
weapons which were used
against Iran during the Iran-
Irag conflict as well as on the
Iraqi people themselves. He al-
so questioned Washington’s as-
sertion that Iragis may use such
weapons against Americans.

Accusing the U.S. of “arro-
gance and haste”’, Mr. Khatami
warned Mr. Straw that Wash-
ington’s “political conduct can
only result in the strengthening
of extremist movements’ activ-
ities in the Islamic world”.

Britain and Iran, as a fall-out
of Mr. Straw’s visit, are now ex-
pected to intensify their consul-
tations on Iraq and Afghanistan.

Mr. Straw stressed that Iraqg
was a threat to its neighbouring
countries and said all U.N. Se-
curity Council Resolutions on
Irag must be enforced.

Mr. Khatami, on his part,
made two additional points.
First, he expressed his country’s
complete rejection of the moves
in the U.S. to recognise Jerusa-
lem as the capital of Israel.

Second, he pointed out that
the U.S. had deliberately esca-
lated the Iragi crisis, in order to
divert international attention
from Israeli oppression of the
Palestinian people.
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RAQ INVADED Kuwait on Au-

gust 2, 1990, and declared it

Iraq’s 19th province. The inva-

sion took place in the early hours
of August 2, corresponding to the eve-
ning of August 1 in New York. Very
few at the United Nations were aware
of the dramatic developments, in-
cluding the able ambassador of the
victim nation who was dining at the
time with friends at the elegant Rus-
sian Tea Room. The American Am-
bassador tracked him down there,
gave him the bad news and invited
him to his suite at the Waldorf Astoria
to discuss what action should be tak-
en at the U.N. Late that night, the Se-
curity Council adopted Resolution
660, the first of dozens on the Irag-
Kuwait question it adopted in the fol-
lowing months. It condemned Iraq’s
aggression and demanded immediate
withdrawal from Kuwait. Fourteen
members voted in favour, with Ye-
men not participating. Even Yemen
did not vote against.

As of August 2, Iraq was not an ene-
my of the United States. If anything,
the U.S. had sought to help Iraq in
some ways in its war against Iran. The
U.S. Ambassador in Baghdad at the
time had met Saddam Hussein only a
few days earlier and had certainly not
said anything by way of warning
against what the Iragi President was
planning to do. Some observers even
suggested, perhaps a little unfairly,
that Mr. Hussein was justified in in-
terpreting the Ambassador’s remarks
as a tacit green signal for his plans.

The American antipathy to Mr.
Hussein since then is not difficult to
understand. First, unlike Iraq, which
had taken the lead in breaking the
military pact named after its capital,
Kuwait was a dependable ally. Sec-
ond, what Iraq had done was clearly
unjustifiable and needed to be un-
done. Principles are not terribly im-
portant in international relations, but
they can be most useful when they
can be invoked in support of a partic-
ular course of action. Third, and most
important, there was the question of
control over the supplies and price of
oil. Iraq has the second largest proven
crude oil reserves and could come to
occupy the first place, ahead of Saudi
Arabia, if the potential in Western

Sad

the present President Bush makes his own
calculations and decides on an invasion, he will
surely have to be prepared for the consequences.

Iraq is confirmed. There was one oth-
er, not often mentioned, considera-
tion for the U.S. The Iraq-Kuwait
crisis broke out within months of the
Berlin Wall’s collapse and the end of
the Cold War. The Soviet Union still
existed, but it had been reduced to a
political non-entity. Diplomats in the
delegates’ lounge at the U.N. were la-
menting the absence of ‘balance’ in
international relations. The U.S. was
anxious to seize the opportunity,
thrown up by the events of August 2,
to assert and establish its political
and diplomatic supremacy. The U.N.
provided the right forum at the right
time to demonstrate the American
pre-eminence in the world.

Then, as now, American spokes-
men at various levels challenged the
U.N. to deliver, or be labelled irrele-
vant. In 1990, Iraq was clearly guilty
of committing aggression against a
U.N. member-state, making it easy
for the rest of the U.N. members to
join in American initiatives. There
was no question but that Iraq had to,
and had to be made to, vacate its ag-
gression. When Iraq refused to pull
out, it was not difficult for the Securi-
ty Council to impose economic sanc-
tions. When the sanctions did not
produce the desired result, the Coun-
cil passed Resolution 678 authorising
countries cooperating with Kuwait to
“use all necessary means” to achieve
the purposes of its previous resolu-
tions. It was a bit more difficult to
obtain convincing support for Reso-
lution 678, 12 in favour, two against
and one abstention. On the whole,
the other Council members did not
feel too uncomfortable supporting
the resolution. Today, however, the
situation is different. Iraq is no longer
in occupation of Kuwait — true, it did
not pull out of its own volition — and
the humanitarian situation inside
Iraq is near catastrophic.

The aerial phase of the Gulf War
started just before 7 p.m. New York

time on January 16, 1991. The first
time Iraq indicated an intention of
withdrawing from Kuwait was on
February 15 in a Revolutionary Com-
mand Council communique, but it
was a conditional offer and, as such,
did not satisfy the Security Council.
The ground operations started on
February 24. On February 27, the U.S.
President, George Bush, ordered
“temporary cessation of hostilities”,
bringing into effect a de facto cease-
fire. It took another month, until
March 28, for the U.S. and the UK. to
introduce “the mother of all resolu-
tions” which, after a few amend-
ments, was adopted on April 3 as
Resolution 687 and which established
a de jure cessation of hostilities. The
U.S. delegation explained that the
term ‘ceasefire’ was not used in the
resolution since it can only be used in
case of a war between two states,
whereas this was a war between Iraq
and a group of states acting under the
U.N.’s authority.

The U.S. and the U.K. had made no
secret of their strong wish to get rid of
Mr. Hussein. They could not include
it specifically in any resolution, just as
they will not be able to today, but
they hoped for an internal revolt
strong enough to topple Mr. Hussein.
The Shias in the south did revolt but
the Iraqi forces suppressed them
ruthlessly; the Americans did not
help them since they were most re-
luctant to get involved in a civil war.
They were also concerned at the pro-
spects of increased influence of Shia-
dominated Iran in the region. The
Kurds in the north seized the oppor-
tunity to carve out an autonomous
Kurdistan.

On April 25, the U,S. gave an ulti-
matum to Iraq to deiir out of the
north, or else. In early March, 30 Iraqi
political organisations met in Beirut
to hammer out an alternative to Mr.
Hussein. There is, thus, something of
a deja vu about the various options
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m Hussein miscalculated in 1990. If

the U.S. is considering at present, ex-
cept outright invasion.

Resolution 678 of 1990 had the fol-
lowing innocuous looking phrase at
the end: “and to restore international
peace and security in the area”. The
Americans and the British used this
all-embracing phrase as justification
to go beyond Kuwait’s liberation to
get harsh anti-Iraqi resolutions
passed in the Council. No doubt, sim-
ilar language will be used in the next
resolution on Iraq. It is more than
probable that an attempt would be
made to legitimise the no-fly zones,
which so far have no basis in any Se-
curity Council resolution. There is
even speculation that the U.S.-UK.
draft will seek to confer special privi-
leges on the P-5. The French initiative
of a two-stage approach will in all li-
kelihood prevail in the end, since it
will in effect help the U.S. gain added
credibility, without in any way ob-
structing the pursuit of its objectives.
Iraq can foil all possibility of invasion
by cooperating with the arms inspec-
tors. The legal position is that sanc-
tions can only be lifted if the
inspectors certify that they have ac-
complished all their objectives.

Nations, like individuals, have to
face the consequences of their ac-
tions. The Iraqi President attacked
Kuwait in 1990 and is still paying the
price for it. In all objectivity, he had
many an opportunity to pull out with
all his forces in tact and without sanc-
tions. Iraq could have been the pre-
eminent regional power today, but
Mr. Hussein miscalculated. If the pre-
sent President Bush makes his own
calculations and decides on an inva-
sion, he will surely have to be pre-
pared for the consequences. He
might not succeed in getting rid of
Mr. Hussein, his troops might suffer
heavy casualties, he might end up
further inflaming public sentiment in
the Muslim and Arab worlds against
his country and the coalition for the
war against terror might get weak-
ened. Or, he might succeed in his im-
mediate objective and still have to
face other adverse effects, including
even a break-up of Iraq into two or
three-states. Or, he might succeed,
without any negative consequences.
The last scenario is the least likely.
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MASS DESTRUCTION WEAPONS / ‘BUSH SPEECH FULL OF LIES’ y“)

By Atul Aneja

Hussein, has said.

we have done,””’

of evil,
sion,” he added.
Supplementing Mr.

mation Minister,

from

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 9. The
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
was threatening Iraq with a war
because Baghdad had refused
to yield to Washington's pres-
sure, Iraq’s President, Saddam

Reacting to the recent tele-
vised address by Mr. Bush on
Irag, Mr. Hussein said that U.S.
threats were a result of its in-
ability to force Iraqis to beg for
forgiveness. “Bush was unable
to twist your arm and make you
beg saying, ‘We beg your par-
don, Sir, we will not repeat what
the Iraqi News
Agency quoted Mr. Hussein as
telling the people. “The reason
for their (Americans’) anger is
clear. That is because of your
desire for development- and
your unbending will in the face
pressure and aggres-

Hus-
sein’'s assertions, Iraq’s Infor-
Mohammad
Saeed As-Sahaf, has said that
the Bush administration was
using Iraq to divert attention
“aggravating” domestic
problems. Mr. Bush, he added

DESPITE ALL THE RHETORIC: An iragi man buys
spare parts for an American car in Baghdad on
Wednesday. — Reuters

was “blackmailing” the U.N. Se-
curity Council to pass an “op-
pressive resolution.” Such a
step, he felt, would only prolong
the sufferings of the Iraqi peo-
ple. Meanwhile, two senior
members of the Iraqi Parlia-
ment have pointed to Mr.
Bush’s reference to the possible

Iraqi use of mass destruction
weapons against the United
States and said that Mr. Bush'’s
speech was “full of lies.” “(The)
Bush speech is full of lies and
full of unreasonable argument,”
Abdul Aziz Kailani, a member of
the Iraqi Parliament said. “Bush
is just like a beast which wants

ng will not bend, declares Sadd 1:1

to eat small countries and while
he should help them he wants
to destroy them,” he added.
Another Parliamentarian de-
nied that Baghdad possessed

any weapons of mass destruc- !

tion. Washington was charging

that Iraq possessed non-con- .

ventional weapons in order to
find an excuse to attack it. “We
have no weapons of mass de-
struction and the whole world
knows that but Bush wants to
impose his hegemony on the
world and subject Iraq to his
rule,” Abdul Aziz Shwaish, said.

He also dismissed Iraq’s links to !
terrorist groups and rejected !
Mr. Bush's assertion that Iraq .

had maintained high-level con-
tacts for more than a decade
with Osama bin Laden’s Al-
Qaeda network.

AFP reports:

Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister, '
Tariq Aziz, has accused the U.S. !

of planning to “annihilate Iraq”
and then divide up the Arab

world as he rallied Syrian sup- |

port for Baghdad's isolated re-
gime. The U.S. “wants to
annihilate Iraq and then divide
up the Middle East. We are all
threatened” Mr. Aziz said in Da-
mascus on Wednesdy.



Attack on Iraq:
< Gonsensus

UNHQ, Oct. 9. — The five
permanent members of UN
Security Council discussed
the question of authorisa-
tion of the use of force if
Iraq obstructed weapons in-
spectors, but failed to reach
any consensus.

At the meeting, which las-
ted for almost two hours
yesterday, the USA and
Britain, as expected, contin-
ued to press for only one
resolution toughening the
mandate of inspectors and
authorising use of force if
Baghdad failed meet the ex-
pectations of the inspectors.

But the remaining three
Russia, France and China,
stuck to their positions that
there should be two resolu-
tions, one toughening the
mandate and another to au-
thorise use of force if Bagh-
dad fails to live up to its
commitments.

USA has shown the draft of
its resolution to only the per-
manent members.

Diplomats said little
movement is expected at the

g\,%eludes Big-

UN till the US Congress au-
thorises the use force. The
concentration of the admin-
istration is currently on the
Congress, and only after it
adopts the resolution, the ad-
ministration would seriously
start nudging the Council
members to fall in line.

The US diplomats are also
working in the capitals where
the political decisions would
be taken. Once their political
masters Jay down the broad
policy, the diplomats would
then fine-tune the language.

A senior Russian diplomat
said today that his country
could accept a new UN reso-
lution on weapons inspec-
tors as long as it addressed
Moscow’s concerns about
the automatic use of force,
AFP added from Moscow.

Deputy foreign minister
Mr Yuri Fedotov said Russia
continued to believe that
weapons inspectors should
return to Iraq quickly and
that a new resolution was not
needed for monitoring Iraq’s
weapons program.

However, Mr Fedotov
said Russia could accept a
new resolution as long as it

"H: ey rr*m@‘

were based on previous res-
olutions, if it did not make
demands that Iraq could not
fulfil, and if it did not entail
automatic use of force,
should Baghdad fail to satis-
fy the Security Council.
Diplomats here noted
that France is also softening
its position. It had prepared
a draft of its own to counter
one prepared by the Ameri-
cans. But now, diplomats
said, it has revised it to
bring more in line with the
US draft though Washing-
ton is still not satisfied.
France favours the two-res-
olution approach. But in the
first resolution, it has inclu-
ded a warning that any “seri-
ous failure” by Iraq to comply
with inspectors demands
would result in an immediate
Security Council meeting to
consider “any measure to en-
sure full compliance.”
Meanwhile, the CIA has
told the Congress that
Saddam Hussein is unlikely
to attack first with weapons
of mass destruction but may
use them if he concluded
that a US attack on Iraq
could no longer be deterred.
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MANAMA (BAHRAIN), OCT. 6. Encouraged by the Rus-
sian and French reservations on military strikes
against Irag, Baghdad has begun a new round of
diplomacy in the region in the hope of warding off
a conflict with a U.S.-led coalition.

Iraq’s Foreign Minister, Naji Sabri, is in Oman
after concluding two days of talks with Bahrain.
He is also expected to visit Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates to round of his Persian Gulf tour.
Bahrain hosts the headquarters of the U.S. Navy’s
Fifth Fleet, which is fanned out in the Persian Gulf
while Qatar’s Al Udeid base is likely to become a
key command centre for conducting a possible
war against Iraqg.

Oman’s bases of Seeb, Thumrait and Masirah
store essential war supplies that can be sent to
frontline U.S. locations during a war. His interloc-
utors are telling Mr. Sabri during his deliberations
that they are opposed to a war, but are not ready
! to defy the U.S. In fact, Bahrain’s King Shaikh
| Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa has frankly acknowl-
i\ edged the limitations of the Arab world, either in
) preventing a war against Iraq or in supporting the
[

Palestinians in their struggle against Israel. “We
should not deceive ourselves, deceive Iraq or the
] Palestinian people when it comes to joint Arab
! possibility to support them”, King Hamad said in
an interview to Egypt’s Al Ahram daily. “We can-
not prevent war or impose peace. Arabs should
Wf: courage to admit this reality so that we
can build on it and save what can be saved.” Iraq’s
neighbours are making two points during their
‘talks with Iraqi officials. First, they are emphasis-

s

cool to Irag overture

ing their opposition to any unilateral U.S. military
action against Iraq. However, they are amply in-
dicating to Iraq that they may not oppose military
action, in case the U.N. Security Council sanc-
tions it. Even, Turkey, a member of the NATO and
a frontline state for mounting strikes on Iraq has
insisted that any decision on Iraq should be taken
collectively by the U.N. Security Council.

Second, Arab nations are asking Iraq take steps
that would encourage the U.N. Security Council,
especially its veto-holding members such as Rus-
sia, France and China to block military action
against it. Consequently, their advice to Iraq is
that, it should, without any reservations, abide by
the decisions that the Security Council might
take. Iraq has suffered another blow in its drive to
build an opposition to the use of force, with Iran’s
Defence Minister stating that his country was un-
likely to oppose the entry of U.S. warplanes, en-
gaged in operations against Iraq, into its airspace.
“We do not consider the forced and unharmful
entry into our airspace by any country as an act of
enmity”’, Admiral Ali Shamkhani said.

Meanwhile, northern Iraq’s main Kurdish op-
position groups have taken a major step forward
to work together in the coming days. After a gap of
six years, the Kurdish Parliament has convened
and unanimously ratified an agreement signed in
Washington in September 1998 by Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) head, Massoud Barzani,
and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) chief,
Jalal Talabani. The Kurdish Parliament Speaker,
Rozh Nuri Shaweess of the KDP, read out a mess-
age from the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
to open the meeting.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 5. In what appears to be a
boost for the efforts of the United States at
the United Nations, the chief weapons in-
spector, Hans Blix, has agreed with the
Bush administration that a new Iraq resolu-
tion is needed before the inspections can
resume.

At the end of an hour-long meeting here
with senior administration officials such as
the Secretary of State, the National Security

i Advisor, and the Deputy Secretary of De-

fence, Mr. Blix remarked, “It would be awk-
ward for us to go in and then find there was
a new resolution”.

The United States, in the last several
days, has been hanging tough in its position
that Mr. Blix and his team should not go to
Baghdad for new inspections unless and
until the Security Council came out with
new sets of parameters on what is to be
done, the conditions of weapons inspec-
tions and the implications of not following
through.

There is resistance from Council mem-
bers, notably from France and Russia.

The warming up to the U.S. idea on a
new resolution and weapons inspections

came from the United Nations Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, as well. “He (Mr. Blix)
has got his men ready, but as the Council is
discussing further guidance, it would be ap-
propriate for him to know that further guid-
ance before he resumes, and 1 hope that
will be forthcoming shortly”, Mr. Annan re-
marked. Apart from the Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, working the telephone lines
calling key officials and leaders overseas,
American diplomats are said to be feverish-
ly working the corridors of the United Na-
tions rallying support for a new Iraq
resolution that will be tough in its language
and with a specific time-frame.

Russia does not want another resolution;
and France wants two, the first dealing with
inspections and the second, if necessary, on
the use of force for non-compliance.

“We are agreed. There has to be constant
pressure for Iraq to comply”, Mr. Blix said,
going on to make the point that over the
days he has indeed seen “convergence’ of
views; and hoped that a new resolution
does not take too long to materialise.

For his part, Gen. Powell acknowledged
that differences remained with Council
members but expressed optimism that they
would be overcome. The talks between Mr.

A@@ U.S. steps up diplomacy ngaqﬂg,\z‘

Blix bind senior officials of the administra-
tion'kame on a day when the President,
George W. Bush, raised the pitch in his con-
demnation of the Iraqi President, Saddam
Hussein, calling him a “cold blooded kill-
er”’, a phrase that he has thus far only re-
served for terrorists, especially the ones
responsible for the horrific acts of Sept. 11,
2001.

Mr. Bush, in a speech in Boston, once
again placed the onus on the United Na-
tions, and did not fail to remind one more
time that Washington will act alone if need-
ed. “If the United Nations won't make the
decision, if Saddam Hussein continues to
lie and deceive, the United States will lead a
campaign to disarm this man before he
harms America”, Mr. Bush said.

The developments on the Iraq front
came also on the day that the Senate debat-
ed the Irag War Resolution throughout the
day. Both the House of Representatives and
the Senate are expected to vote on the Res-
olution next week.

The President came to an understanding
with the leadership of the House this week;
and even though there is a spirited dissent

in the Senate, the White House is expected
to prevail without much difficulty,



/IRAQ / DEADLOCK OVER RESOLUTION CONTINUES

@w U.S., Britain stall ‘4
arms inspectors’ visit |

UNITED NATIONS, OCT. 4. Under in-
tense pressure from U.S. and
Britain, U.N. Chief Weapons In-
spector, Hans Blix, has agreed
to delay sending his teams to
Iraq until Security Council gives
him new guidelines but the
Council itself was divided on
¢ the tough resolution drafted by
Washington and London.
Although Mr. Blix had earlier
said that the inspectors could
start moving in by October 15,
he changed his position after
i pressure from U.S. and Britain
who want sending of inspectors
to be delayed till the Council is
able to hammer out the new
resolutions. “It would be awk-
ward if they were doing inspec-
tions and then a new mandate
is given which changes the di-
rection,” he said.
At a closed door meeting at
the United Nations, the 15
members of the Council moved
closer to agreement on tough-
ening the guidelines, but con-
tinued to harbour differences
on authorising the U.S. to use

military force if Iraq did not live
up to its commitments.

Other Council members, es-
pecially Russia, France and Chi-
na, which have veto, do not
want to give the United States
and Britain the green signal to
attack Iraq anytime.

France prefers a two-resolu-
tion approach that is first reso-
lution giving inspectors new
guidelines and second author-
ising use of force if that be-
comes necessary.

Although diplomats are opti-
mistic about progress being
made, in spite of the hardline
positions taken by both sides,
they point out that the “real”
talks are being held in the cap-
itals and not in the U.N., where
diplomats were only discussing
the language, leaving policy de-
cisions to their political
masters.

Fresh from talks with Iraqi of-
ficials, the top U.N. inspectors
were scheduled to confer with
the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, and the National Securi-

ty Adviser, Condoleezza Rice,
about how they intend to oper-
ate and ensure the safety of
their teams. “We hope to hear
something about what their
planning is and we will tell them
about our planning,” said Mr.
Blix, the executive chairman of
the U.N. Monitoring, Verifica-
tion and Inspection Commis-
sion, known as UNMOVIC.

Mr. Blix, in charge of ac-
counting for Iraq’s chemical, bi-
ological and ballistic weapons,
works in tandem with Mo-
hamed E! Baradei, director-gen-
eral of the Vienna-based
International Atomic Energy
Agency, responsible for nuclear
arms.

After Iraq decided to admit
inspectors and agreed to most
of their demands, Mr. Blix and
Mr. El Baradei made plans to
send advance teams to Baghdad
in mid-October, which the
United States opposed. Both
men met with Iraqi arms ex-
perts in Vienna earlier this
week. — AP, Reuters
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IRAQ / MOSCOW PREPARES DRAFT RESOLUTION

Russia rejects use of force,.

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, OCT. 3. A day