/ ( Bush and the
\ sub-contment

the political struggles of
George Bush, whose de-
ceptive weakness at the time of
his'election and the guestion of
his legitimacy as the newly elec-
ted President perhaps tempted
the AlQaida network to launch
the horrific attacks of 11 Sep-
tember, The USA seemed like a
rich, -fat, flabby ' giant - withiout
any will to fight. In wery con-
fmntahon, ;
whether - in

Somalia - or

‘with the

Chinese; the

USA: ¢limb-

ed - down §

from its high

pedestal of-.

ten-. - with

folded bands

in humi-- 3

liation,

The Gross

Domestic

Product was

going up but-

“the- fighting

spirie’ - was ‘
down. Americans would trade
rather than fight. A year ago,
some of us ‘thought that Mr
Bush would find it hard to
complete his four-year termasa .
respected president of the USA.
His swagger seemed to be just
like whistling i the dark to keep
~up the courage; his mangled
phrases - lét  him  down
frequently. He had no foreign
‘policy ‘vision except -to keep
away. from

the trouble
spots of the

T"

not to'ven-

example, in'establishing military
tribunals . and enhancing the
federal government's authority
in wiretapping. and.-monitoring
exchanges between lawyers and
terrorist suspects in federal
custody: and in foreign affairs,
the rejection of the Kyoto Treaty
and the Anti-Ballistic Treaty;
has surprised many, though in
the long run he may not be able
to get away w:th all his unilateral
moves, -
Now he is
fooking - at
the sub-~

continent

with - préat

‘concern,

~Wher Presi-
B dent - Bush
| “assures India
$ that “Terror

% terror”

santd the USA

Lowill “work

with: it “to.

fight terror-

2 ism,  India

bettér - mnot

o Hower its

guards, instead,  follow the

credo, trust but verify. It must be

realised that India cannot fight

terrorism without transforming

Pakistan itself and this is where

the USA has to play-a significant
role in the region.

Only a secplar, multi-ethnic
and democratic Pakistan can get
rid of the ‘religious’ extreinism
that has turned it into a land of
bigots; and has been tearing ap-

vart rest of
the sub-

continent.
world and er ag General

ture " abs
road unless
it~ was  to
protect. America’s national in-
terests, for example, protecting
a few close allies and the flow of
oil to industrialised nations.
His . domestic -agenda - was
limited to giving big tax cuts to
the rich and tinkering with.the
education system. It seemed
_that the excesses of the Clinton
presidency had catapulted a
puny ‘man Onto a big stage.
Many commentators: observed
that President ‘Bush would fet
somg - members of his- Cabinet,

Dick ‘Cheney, Donald Rums-.

feld, Colin Powell and Condo-
leezza ‘Rice, exercise the exe-
cutive ‘power -and limit himself
to"an oversight from the Oval
Office.

What was: expected tobe a 9-
to:5 presidency with long lun-

ches and frequent retreats into-

his-Texas: ranch has become a
dynamic centre of power. The
initial fear ‘in. the wake of 11
September turned into an all-
consuming wrath and determi-
nation that the world must be
set right In just three months,
the USA" recaptured “its pre-
eminerce as the sole supér pow-
er. In ‘domestic politics,  Presi-
dent Bush has iilted the i
partite. power structure, toward
the White House. ]

Abroad, both Russia and
China have become muted par-
ticipants in international affairs,
‘His -approval ratings today, a
snapshot of transitory public
opinion, are very high; thanks to
the superb military performance
in Afghanistan.

President Bush is the Com-
mander-in-Chief -and when he
says.that-Osama bin Laden is on
the run and “We're going to get
him and’ it’s just a matter of

time,” the American people do-

believe that it will be done.
Mr - Bush’s

“ND BATRA

bluntness, for

Pervez
Musharraf
cannot clo-
se -mad-
rasas andllsimnic rilitant. or-
ganisations,” ~ the . brecding
grounds- of  terrorism, without -
reinventing Pakistan into a new
state. .
There are two hopeful signs
that this might happen cne day..
When Gen, Musharraf teok
over “power - in Pakistan, he

conjured’ up  the - vision -of .

Mustapha Kemal Ataturk, an
army officer who transformed
the relic of Ottoman Sultanate
into a.secular republic in 1923
and launched a social and
political revolution that has
created the modem-day Turkey.

More - importantly, o his
addreéss to the  nation on the

'125th - birth - anniversary  of

Mohammad AliJinnah, Gen.
‘Musharraf reminded the nation
about the lost vision of the
founder of Pakistan, who told
the Constitutionaj Assembly on
11 August that “you may beiong
to any refigion or caste or creed,
that has nothing to do with the
business of the state.”

8o long Pakistan remains a
mullah-and-military ‘dominated

state, Taliban and Al-Qaida celis

will remain ‘alive and -regroup
themselves in the course of time.
. India and the USA must work
together - to  help - Pakistan
reclaim Jinnah's vision and help
the ‘country: move {owards an
open, secular and democratic

state that respects the rights of »

women and minorities.

It amounts to nation-building
but the USA has little choice,
not only in Afghanistan but in

" Pakistan as well, a commitment

that may require a prolonged
military and diplomatic engage-

- ment in the regxon

"{ND Batra is- Professor of
Communications. Nyid‘g Uni-

versity, Vermont.)
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Pak action on list of 20 in focus

Powell shows
path of

FROM PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Jan. 18: US secre-
tary of state Colin Powell
today urged the nuclear
neighbours to spike rhetoric
and stress on diplomatic ini-
tiatives to ease military ten-
sion, but put the onus of re-
suming bilateral dialogue on
Pakistan by asking it to take
“further action” against
cross-border terror.

“I think we are on a path
that will lead to restoration of
dialogue and confidence-build-
ing activities, but it will take
further action (on Pakistan’s
part) before we take that path,”
Powell said at a joint news con-
ference with Jaswant Singh
after meeting the top Indian
leadership.

Powell’s hint was clear: that
the extent of normalisation in
Indo-Pak relations hinged on Is-
lamabad’s ability to hand over
some of the 20 terrorists on
Delhi’s most-wanted list. But at
the same time, he sought to con-
vince India that President Per-
vez Musharraf was serious
about turning in some of them.

Delhi gave ample proof of its
willingness to wind down the
rhetoric with foreign minister
Jaswant SIngh refusing to blame
Pakistan for yesterday’s terror-
ist strike in Jammu. He also said
that after Musharraf’s address
to the nation last week, the de-
mand for the terrorists was no
longer a “pre-condition” but an
“expectation”.

India kept-up the pressure by
handing over additional details
on the terrorists to Pakistan
deputy high commissioner
Jaleel Abbas Jilani.

“We are aware that there are
elements who want to derail the

(A

Powell in New Delhi. (AFP)

ongoing process. We would not
like to blame Pakistan or any-
body else till we have the full re-
port. But we want to condemn
such terrorist acts and reiterate
our resolve to fight the menace,”
Jaswant said.

Delhi could consider taking
some steps to establish that it is
willing to do its bit to normalise
relations. One could be restoring
the snapped air, road and rail
links with Pakistan. :

In the morning, Powell held
back-to-back meetings with
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, national security adviser
Brajesh Mishra and leader of
the Opposition Sonia Gandhi.
After the discussions, the secre-
tary of state — who is on a mis-

QUOTE

peace

Do what is appropriate to
do in the case of each one
of those 20 individuals-

COLIN POWELL
on expected Pak action

" lishment.”

. \‘

(’gm
sion to bring down temperatures
in South Asia and has come with
“some ideas” to break the Indo-
Pak impasse — appeared confi-
dent that things were moving the
way the US expected them to.

“We have seen some impor-
tant words said and some impor-
tant actions taken and if we con-
tinue to see progress in that re-
gard, then I expect we will see
steps taken on the part of the In-
dian government,” Powell said.

In the morning, Vajpayee told
him: “The most important as-
pect now, today or even later, is
the earliest restoration of mutu- |
al confidence between the two |
countries.”

Quoting the Prime Minister,
Jaswant later said: “Once confi-
dence is restored between the
two countries, everything else
will fall in place and will then be-
come so much easier to act
upon.”

South Block is of the view
that once export of terror stops
— handover of terrorists is a
part of this — there will be rapid
progress in bilateral relations.
But it will feel confident only if
Musharraf délivers on the prom-
ises he made last week.

Jaswant said it was easy to
find out whether Islamabad’s
words matched its actions by as-
sessing the level of infiltration
across the line of control.

He said that of the 20 terror-
ists on the list, 14 were Indians
and the Pakistani authorities
were aware of their activities.

_ “These are wanted terrorists,
written about in Pakistani jour-
nals, It is not that they are hiding
in caves in Karachi... There are
no caves in Karachi. They
fact visible to the Pakis

H See Page 8




Pak may relent on
list og 20: Powell

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 17

COLIN POWELL'’S whistle-stop
tour of South Asia appears to
have led to General Pervez Mush-
arraf relenting on at least one
count to facilitate a thaw in the
current Indo-Pak diplomatic free-
ze. He has extracted an important
concession from the Pakistani
President: to act on the list of 20
“fugitives from law” whose han-
dover has been sought by India.
Arriving here from Afghanis-
tan this evening, Powell said at a
Press conference that Musharraf
had told him yesterday the han-
dover of some of those on the list
was “not ruled out”. But the Pak-
istanis would like to put up a sem-
blance of resistance and ask for
more evidence. When he arrived
here with that proposition, he
sought — ant received — India’s
agreement to furnish more infor-
mation about the wanted men.
“The more evidence we pro-
vide the better,” Powell said. The
dialogue he began with External
Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh
wasr.expected to continue late
into the night. Tomorrow, he will
hold consultations with National
Security Adviser Brajesh Mishra
and call on Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
In response to a question, Pow-
ell said it was up to India to judge
whether Musharraf’s steps like
the arrests of terrorists, banning
of their organisations and closure
of their offices constituted “suffi-
cient basis” for restarting dia-
logue with Pakistan. He seemed to
empathise with New Delhi’s post-
January 12 position that the Pak-
istani President should now
implement his promises.
“Words are one thing and act-
ion another... it is perfectly un-

Axe on more groups

PAKISTAN PLANS to ban
shortly three more militant
outfits.active in Kashmir, na-
mely: Harkat-ul-Mujahideen,
al-Badar and Harkat-ul:Jehad-
e-Islami. The Government is
holding high:level meetings
on the proposed ban and the
announcement could come in
the next few days, reported
"daily Pakistan on Thursday.
There . have been several
reportsof crackdown on these
groups and fheir leaders.. v
PTI, Islamabad

derstandable. Musharraf did ma-
ke an important statement. We
will monitor the action,” he said.
Before emplaning for New
Delhi, Powell had said in Kabul,
where he made a brief stopover
after leaving Islamabad, that he
would expect India to reopen the
borders and restart commercial
and diplomatic relations severed
after the Parliament attack.
Jaswant did not concede any
ground on this. “I am ready to
take further steps, but I have to
see action on the ground. We wel-
come Musharraf’s promises, but
they were largely about reform-
ing the Pakistani society and
polity. We will cooperate with
Pakistan as soon as we see
improvement on the ground.”
Powell, who had said in Islam-
abad yesterday that he would be
bringing some “ideas” to the
Indian Government, preferred to
play down his own remark,
putting it in the context of the
several contacts he had already
had with New Delhi on cooling
down the Indo-Pak temperature.

Povg.l ‘ruled out mediation on
Kashmir but said Washington
would “always be standing by”.
The keenness of his Government
to see a swift end to the standoff
was, however, conveyed through
several of his remarks. “We hope
the current situation can be
resolved as quickly as possible.”

Reduced firing

The Indian and Pakistani armies
have been exchanging only smail
arms fire and appear to have dis-
carded mortar shelling since Sat-
urday night, coinciding with
Musharraf’s reconciliatory
speech, adds HTC from Jammu.

Unlike the escalation until last
week, changes have been dis-
cerned in the firing pattern.
“There is routine small arms fire
on the LoC and nothing alarm-
ing,” defence sources said.

Except for one incident of 12-
odd mortar shells falling at the
Glar village in Samba on Tuesday
— which local Army officers attri-
buted to “whims of some local
Pakistan Army commander un-
happy with Musharraf’s tone” —
mortar shelling has evidently
stopped. The LoC has been rela-
tively quieter than the Interna-
tional Border. “There is more of
small arms fire in Hira Nagar,
Samba and Ranbirsinghpora than
the LoC,” a source said.

Indian spy plane shot down

Pakistani troops shot down an
unmanned Indian reconnaissance
vehicle on Thursday. It crashed in
Kathua district in J&K, Defence
sources said. The Defence Min-
istry denied the incident.

Related reports on Pages 9&10
/
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DIALOGUE ONLY SOLUTION TO KASHMIR

Carrying ‘some ideas’ to

o
N

e
By B. Muralidhar Reddy ‘(\Q

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 16. The Unites
States Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, today characterised the
January 12 speech of the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, and
the subsequent actions by his
Government as ‘“‘historic and de-
escalatory” and said he would
carry “some concrete ideas” to
New Delhi to defuse the current
tension between India and Pakis-
tan.

Addressing a news conference
along with the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Abdul Sattar, after talks
with Gen. Musharraf, Gen. Powell
gave enough hints that he would
expect New Delhi to roll back
some of the diplomatic sanctions
in the wake of the recent devel-
opments,

Appreciating Pakistan’s readin-
ess for a dialogue, Gen. Powell
made a strong plea to India to
move towards a diplomatic and
political dialogue with Islamabad.
He was all praise for Gen. Mush-
arraf for the “bold and coura-
geous”’ steps he had unveiled and
actions initiated to confront ter-
rorism and transform Pakistan in-
to a “modern and progressive
Islamic” state.

He said the world could not af-
ford a conflict in the region and
made it a point to note that the
Indian reaction to the steps taken
by Gen. Musharraf was “mea-
sured” and said regional issues
could best be resolved through
dialogue.

He extended an invitation on
behalf of the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, to visit Washington
and said both sides would work
out the schedule for the official
visit. In response to a question on
the current visit of the Indian De-
fence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, to the U.S. and the
apprehensions in Pakistan about
its likely adverse impact on the

\

The Pakfstan President, Pervez Musharraf, receiving the
U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, in Islamabad,
on Wednesday. — Reuters

military front, Gen. Powell said
Washington would do nothing to
‘“destabilise the region”. He re-
peatedly maintained that Wash-
ington valued its relationship
with Islamabad and wanted both
India and Pakistan to grow and be
strong. On Kashmir, he said it was
a very difficult issue and a solu-
tion to the problem could flow
only through dialogue between
India and Pakistan. Further
moves to de-escalate the situation
could follow after he briefed the
Indian leaders about Gen. Mush-
arraf’s plans to implement his an-
ti-terrorism agenda.

Gen. Powell, who arrived here

on the first leg of his South Asian
tour, had extensive talks on Indo-
Pak. tension and bilateral ties be-
tween Pakistan and the U.S. with
Gen. Musharraf and the team led
by Mr. Sattar. “My presence here
shows the importance President
Bush attaches to this issue and
desire to find a peaceful solution.
We really cannot have a war. We
have to find a way to work
through the crisis”, he said.

Gen. Powell said he considered
Gen. Musharraf’s actions to arrest
the militants also de-escalatory.
“He (Gen. Musharraf) has done a
great deal. We want to find ways
to de- escalatg militarily. De-esca-

ew Delhi, says Powell

late some of the political and dip-
lomatic steps taken in the recent
times, such as over flights, restric-
tions and traffic back and forth
across the borders and hopefully,
we are moving across in the direc-
tion now. We will be patient”, he
added.

“I hope as a result of my visit
we keep the process moving for-
ward to solution to the current
crisis between India and Pakistan.
I am encouraged by Gen. Mushar-
raf’s speech asking Pakistanis to

Diplomatic moves

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 16. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, has
said that Pakistan will move
strongly on the ‘diplomatic front’
on the Kashmir issue and make
every effort to focus the attention
of international community and
the media on the plight of the
Kashmiri people.

Addressing his Cabinet col-
leagues at the weekly meeting
here today, he maintained that
time had come for the interna-
tional community to address the
issue and help resolve it in the in-
terest of peace and progress for
one billion people of this region.

stop terrorism and fundamental-
ism”’, he said. .

Mr. Sattar, in his introducto
comments, referred to Gen. Po-
well as an ‘interlocutor’ and said
there was no room for violence
irrespective of the cause involved.
“A just cause does not become
noble by killing innocent people”’,
he said in clear reference to the
jehadi groups engaged in Kash-
mir. At the same time, he said the
root cause of tension between In-
dia and Pakistan needs to be ad-
dressed and the U.S. was blessed
10 help in the process.

e

i oy




“‘Both India,”
- Pak need to

)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15. — US
secretary of state General Colin
Powell, on the eve of his visit to
New Delhi and Islamabad today,
said that India and Pakistan will
have to “pull back” but ruled out
a nuclear confrontation in the
subcontinent. :

He said conflict between India
and Pakistan has stabilised in
recent days but a mutual pullb-
ack of troops was necessary to
avoid an armed conflict. .

“We need India and Pakistan to
pull back. We need to reduce the
possibility that something could
spark conflict between the sides,”
he said. Gen Powell said that
there is danger of war every time
two armies ‘are on hair trigger
alert. He said Pakistan President
General Pervez Musharraf’s
speech on Saturday has improved
the prospects for progress when

he travels to the region.
“I think we-will have quite a bit
to work-with in discussions with

- pull back’,

both sides,” he said.
Gen Musharraf, he said,
should be praised for declaring

General Colin Poweli

that “extremism and terrorism
have no place in Pakistani
society” and for calling Islam “a
religion of peace and tolerance”.
Meanwhile, Senator Mr Joseph
Lieberman said that he was
encouraged by India’s favourable

@\

responses to Gen Musharnaf’s
“principled” statement.

He also urged both countries
to pull back their troops from the
border so that an accident or an
extremist act does not start a
war. He urged President Bush to
“immediately send a high level
envoy to the region to help seize
the ‘moment of opportunity
between India and Pakistan.”

Mr Lieberman, who recently
led a Congressional delegation
to Pakistan, said though the
parties  themselves  want
progress, they may not be able to
make it “without” their
“encouragement and mediat-
ion.” He said the USA must act
aggressively to defuse “the most
urgent and literally explosive
global security crisis” today — on
the border between India and
Pakistan, where million soldiers
are confronting each other.

He “thanked Musharraf for
Pakistan’s great support of milit-
ary operations against terrorists
in Afghanistan and urged him to

do the same insj 'stan}/
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U.S. steps_ up vigil on Indo-Pak. border

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 11. The U.S. in-
telligence apparatus, including
the Central Intelligence  Agency
(CIA) and the National Security
Agency, is stepping up surveil-
lance along the India-Pakistan
border looking for deployment of
nuclear arsenal by both countries,
according to a report in The New
York Times. However, an un-
named official was quoted as say-
ing, “So far there is no evidence of
that.”

What is causing deep concern
here are intelligence reports of
movement of troops to the fron-
tlines, the calling up of reserves
and movement of missiles by
both nations. According to one
, official, the mobilisation is un-
- precedented. “The Indians are al-

most at full mobilisation. And that
has not happened since the 1971
war”’, the senior administration
official has said. ‘r)

“We are significantly more wor-
ried today than we were several
days ago”’, a senior member of the
National Security Staff said. “We
are especially concerned about
reports from India suggesting
start of military exercises along
the border which could heighten
the chances of a major miscalcu-
lation.”

Blackwill’s visit

Quoting officials, the paper said
India had hinted that it would not
take any unprovoked military ac-
tion against Pakistan as long as
the U.S. continued its diplomatic

efforts to find a way of the crisis.
The American Ambassador to In-

dia, Robert Blackwill, came for
consultations at the White House
on Thursday and has since left for
New Delhi. Hf)‘-' ]

The White House, according to
the paper, wasitrying to be careful
in describing' the meeting on
Thursday between the U.S Presi-
dent, George Bush and the Home
Minister, L.K. Advani. ‘At a news
conference, Mr. Advani thanked
Mr. Bush for what he called Amer-
ican support of the Indian posi-
tion, words that the White House
was careful not to use in describ-
ing the meeting,” the report said.

Mr. Bush, during the meeting
with Mr. Advani, is said to have
stressed the need for India and
Pakistan to settle their differences
through diplomatic and political
means. “‘The President told Mr.
Advani that he has urged the Pa-

kistan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, to take appropriate steps
against extremists operating from
Pakistan.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of solving Indo-Pak. differ-
ences through diplomatic and
political means, the White House
Spokesman, Ari Fleischer, has
said.

The Bush administration has
been quite careful in the way it
dealt with Gen. Musharraf. On the

|

one hand, there is constant pres- .

sure on him to come to terms
with terrorists and terrorism, es-
pecially as it harmed India and on
the other, it is careful in not want-
ing to make Gen Musharraf’s po-
sition politically untenable at
home. The last thing the Repub-
lican administration wants at this
time is uncertainty in Pakistan.
1

THE HINDU
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Advani’s_tough talk
v AP \Y
pays oll, U.S. seeks

Times News Network

WASHINGTON: The United States has
agreed with India that Pakistan and its mili-
! tary ruler Pervez Musharraf need to do
' more than just talk about fighting terrorism.
' Islamabad must take additional action, on
top of some of the measures it has
anpounced. Pakistan also needs to take
appropriate action on the list of 20 terrorists
New Delhi has handed over to Islamabad.
In a perceptible departure from the earli-
er U.S stance that pressed India to respond
to Pakistan’s verbal assurances, Secretary of
State Colin Powell switched to the we-need-
action-from-Pakistan mode after a forceful
presentation from home
minister L.K. Advani
questioning Pakistan’s
sincerity in combating
terrorism. The two lead-
ers emerged from a 30-
minute meeting at the
state department on
Wednesday, and in brief
remarks to the media,
Mr Powell revealed a
definite change in the

HOME TRUTHS

more Pak action

bit of action in recent months, but as you
well know, the Indians believe more action is
required, and we will see what happens in
the days and weeks ahead.” Even in his pre-
amble ahead of questions from the media,
Mr Powell suggested that Gen Musharraf’s
address has to include a condemnation of
terrorism of any kind, because it is no longer
acceptable in the 21st century for nations to
live under this kind of threat.

The comments suggested that Washington
substantially agreed with India’s argument
that Pakistan has not done enough to
address its concerns on terrorism. And they
came after the American establishment,
including Mr Powell, a
few lawmakers, and
some sections of the
U.S media drummed up
Gen Musharraf’s forth-
coming address as if it
had already been deliv-
ered and indicated the-
onus was now on India
to respond to
Pakistan’s climbdown.

Not so, Mr Advani

benchmarks set for ‘ told his uUs interlocu-
o about the list o Ome TMRISIer Lé"ﬁ:‘},“‘“i“““g US. §8’§5§§§1§2§§3§ about
of 20 terrorists India Secretary of state Colin Powell address ...~ o+ 40 cq e

: the media in
had demanded Pakistan
hand over, Mr Powell Yednesday.

Washington on very little about it.

India was not the bel-

said he had seen the list and discussed it with
General Musharraf He said he knew Gen
Musharraf was examining it and hoped he
would take appropriate action. But it was in
his hands, Mr Powell said.

More significantly, Mr Powell also said
there is room for more work on Gen
Musharraf’s part,in addition the speech he is
expected to give this weekend forsaking ter-
rorism. “We are looking forward to the
speech he will be giving later this week,
which I think will be a powerful signal to his
nation and to India and the rest of the
world,” Mr Powell said. “But it’s not just the
speech. We will be looking to see what addi-
tional action he has taken.”

He added: “I believe he has taken quite a

ligerent party, and on the contrary, had acted
with great restraint in the face of a decade of
proxy war initiated by Pakistan,

Mr Advani conveyed to US. officials what
he called the four touchstones of Pakistan’s
sincerity that needed to be met before India
would respond to calls for talks. They are:
handing over the 20 terrorists; closing facili-
ties, training camps, arms supply, funding and
all other manner of direct and indirect assis-
tance for terrorists on Pakistani soil, includ-
ing areas controlled by it; stopping infiltra-
tion of arms and men from Pakistan into
Jammu & Kashmir and elsewhere in Indig; ~
and a categorical renunciation of terrorism in
all its manifestations and wherever it exists,
irrespective of the cause it seeks to further./
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“Rumsfeld

and VASANTHA ARORA

WASHINGTON: U.S. defence sec-

retary Donald
Rumsfeld has
said that he does
not expect war
to break out
between India
and  Pakistan
and that the two
could be expect-
ed to settle
differences

peacefully.

Briefing
Pentagon, Mr Rumsfeld said, “I
don’t (think) they (India and
Pakistan) are going to go to war. I
think they’re going to sort these
things out.”

reporters at the

is statement from the senior-
ost US. defence official is in
contrast to the usual fears
expressed by others in the Bush
administration that war could be
ithminent and rumour mongering
in the media and other circles
about the potential threat of a
nuclear war.

‘Mr Rumsfeld was also hopeful
that India and Pakistan will move
through this unquestionably tense
period, “in a way that is respectful
of the risks to each side, and the
power of the weapons that each
side has.”

Mr Rumsfeld, credited with his
charismatic press briefings, said,
“In each case we have seen things
that have led to tensions and on the
other hand some steps that have

reduced that tension. And I am
hopeful we will see more the latter
than the former.”

He made a mention about the
efforts being made U.S. President
George Bush, secretary of state
Colin Powell and other senior
members of the US. administra-
tion, in visits and phone calls to
both sides, to ease tensions.

Meanwhile, state department
spokesperson Richard Boucher
also told reporters on Thursday
that the US. continues to urge
India and Pakistan to take steps to
reduce tension.

“Indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee also made a state-
ment that he will make every effort
to avoid a conflict with Pakistan.
We are also pleased to see that

I gn\says Indo-Pak war is not likely

Pakistan is moving against militant

groups, and we believe President
(Pervez) Musharraf is committed
to dismantling those groups which
are a threat to Pakistan and its
neighbours,” Mr Boucher said,

Pakistan, Mr Boucher said, has
also made a public commitment to
reform its education system to
remove sectarian influences and
improve academic standards, and
“we look forward to supporting
these efforts with our assistance to
Pakistan.”

In response to a question on
Jammu and Kashmir, Mr Boucher
responded that U.S. policy was “the
same as it has always been, that we
are willing to help out if the parties
want us to, but at this point I don’t
think we have been asked.” (ans)
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/ U.S. to continue efforts
W»1‘or reducing tension "

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 3. The United
States has said it is pleased that
India and Pakistan are continuing
to take steps to defuse tensions be-
tween them.

“We’ll continue to be active in
working with both sides. We con-
tinue to have active diplomacy
through our Ambassadors on the
ground as well as directly from the
Secretary of State,” the State De-
partment spokesman, Richard
Boucher, said at a press briefing on
Wednesday. “...there does contin-
ue to be violence in Kashmir.
There were some more attacks to-
day which we obviously condemn.
And we continue to call for an end
to violerice there,” he said.

At the same time, the Bush ad-
ministration is not prepared to go
to the extent of saying that the cri-
sis has turned the corner. “I don’t
want to do that. We're going to
continue to be active. We think it’s

necessary to continue to be active,
because we are interested in see-
ing an end to this terrorism. We
are interested in seeing an end to
the violence,” Mr. Boucher said.

“

. we will continue to work
with India and Pakistan about
what they can do to stop and fight
terrorism and I think we’ll contin-
ue to be active. I don’t think one
should make any sweeping state-
ments at this moment,”” he added.

On whether the U.S. would like a
direct meeting between the Prime
Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, and the
Pakistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, at the SAARC summit in
Kathmandu or if the U.S. Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, has suggest-
ed this in his telephone calls to the
two leaders, the spokesman mere-
ly said, “the leaders are there. The
Foreign Ministers are there... We
do see it as an opportunity, but I'll
leave it to them to decide how to
use it.”” The State Department has

also made it known that there i no
doubt as to who was behind \the
latest acts of violence in Kashmir.
“I don't have any particular evi-
dence of the grenades that went off
today in Srinagar, of who did that.
But let me remind you that the
U.S. has been quite clear on the
groups that we think are carrying
out violence in these areas. We
added two of them to the terrorism
list last week... So we’ve been quite
clear about who-we think is carry-
ing out the violence,” Mr. Boucher
said.

Meanwhile, the White House
spokesman, Scott McClellan, from
Crawford in Texas said Mr. Bush
and the British Prime Minister, To-
ny Blair, discussed the ways to re-
duce tensions between India and
Pakistan ahead of Mr. Blair’s visit
to the region. “It was part of the
ongoing discussions about ways

our two nations can work together
to help reduce tensions.”
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