" Law to help "
Erdogan become

PM passed.: -

ANKARA (TURKEY), DEC. 27.
Turkey’s Parliament ;
overturned a
presidential veto on
constitutional
amendments on Friday,
paving the way for the
nation’s banned, but
most popular politician
to become Prime
Minister. 4

The President, Ahmet §
Necdet Sezer, last week
refused to sign the laws, |
saying they were
designed specifically for
Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
leader of the governing
Justice and
Development Party.

But by a 437 to 44
vote, Parliament
adopted the laws a
second time, overruling
Mr. Sezer’s veto.

Mr. Sezer now must Recep Tayyip Erdogan
sign the amendments or
call a referendum on the activities” from running for
laws. political office. The new
Mr. Erdogan is banned clause bans those convicted
from running for a seat in of terrorism.
Parliament because of a Mr. Sezer said the
criminal conviction for amendments were drawn
reading a poem that the up for the benefit of “one
courts said incited religious individual.”
hatred. The Opposition party
The Justice party has also supported the reforms.
roots in Turkey’s Islamic Though Mr. Erdogan’s
movement but denies it party holds a majority of
seeks an Islamic agenda. seats in the legislature, it
The Justice party has was not clear if the Turkish
signalled Mr. Erdogan will  public would embrace the
run in by-elections in the changes for Mr. Erdogan in
southeastern province of a referendum. His party
Siirt on Feb. 9, if the took around a third of the

constitutional changes are  popular vote in November 3

approved. If he is elected, polls.

he could then become The party’s vice

Prime Minister. president, Abdullah Gul, is
The amendments change  serving as Premier in Mr.

a clause in the constitution  Erdogan’s absence. Mr.

that bars those convicted of Erdogan, however, wields

engaging in illegal significant influence behind

“ideological and anarchic the scenes. — AP /




73 girls killed for ‘defying

JAMMU, Dec. 20. — Exactly a week after

posters ap-
peared in some

villages in Ra-
jouri asking
women to wear
veil (burqa), ter-
rorists  killed
three young
women in Hai-

sote village in

Rajouri
today.
People in the
village feel the
killings. are the
handiwork of the
Lashker-e-Jab-
bar which came
into  limelight
last year when it
ordered Kash-
miri women to
adhere to the Is-
lamic dress code.
But senior police
officers said the

early

Party MLA Abdul Aziz |

Qf’

Mufti party MLA shot

JAMMU, Dec. 20. —
People’s Democratic

Mir was shot dead by
militants at Gunnibal in |
Pulwama district today.
Mir was shot when he }
was coming out of Jama
Masjid after Friday pray- i
ers, His security guards |,
fired back but the mili-
tants managed to escape.
The Save Kashmir
Movement a group that |

attack on any MLA after
the new Assembly came
into being on 17 Octo- :
ber. The PDP said it would continue its policy of peo-
ple-to-people contact despite the killing. — SNS

identified one girl and murdered her by slit-
ting her throat,” Mr Prithvi Raj Manhas, Ra-
jouri Senior Supermtendent of Police, said. -
“They entered another house and killed a

= Jabbar dress-code’. o

girl. They en-
tered a third
house and forci-
bly tried to take a
girl with them.
The girl’s mother
tried to stop
them. The mili-
tants then fired at
the girl.”

Mr  Manhas
said police had
recovered a
handwritten post-
er pasted outside
a mosque which
said the girls were
killed because
they were “infor-
mers” of the se-
curity forces.

Local residents

h . said the killings

were linked to
the dress code
diktat issued by

‘killings were not
related to dress code threats. Jammu Zone I-
G Mr Pitamber Lal Gupta, who visited the
village today, said the incident was not rela-
ted to the burqa diktat.

Around 3 a.m. today, three militants en-
tered a house in Haisote village in which a
marriage ceremony was taking place. “They

Lashkar-e-Jab-
bar. Posters have been appearing in schools
and colleges in Rajouri over the past one
month asking women and girls to wear bur-
gas and strictly follow the purdah system.
The group has asked teachers to wear sher-
wani and threatened to take action against
those who disobeyed their orders. /gz
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/q\ GAZA / HUNT FOR MILITANT

Vé{rlsraeli

i %
action.

claims 10 lives

BURELJ CAMP (GAZA STRIP), DEC. 6.
Israeli troops backed by tanks
and helicopter gunships hunted
a fugitive militant in a crowded
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip
early Friday, setting off chaotic
gunbattles that killed 10 Palesti-
nians, including two U.N.
school workers.

Men called through mosque
loudspeakers for people to
come out and battle the Israeli
soldiers, who entered the camp
just after midnight. Fighters
who had been celebrating the
Islamic festival of Id ul-Fitr,
which marks the end of Rama-
dan, poured into the dark
streets. Gunbattles raged for
three hours in the Bureij camp.

It was unclear how many of
the dead were fighters. The mil-
itary said a helicopter fired a
missile into a street, killing five
armed men from the violent, Is-
lamic Hamas movement. The
camp’s mayor, Kamal Baghda-
di, originally said a tank shell
had hit a building, killing seven
people.

Ahmed Rababh, a doctor at the
Al-Agsa hospital in the nearby
village of Deir el Balah, said
nine men were killed and 11
were wounded. Rabah did not
identify the casualties. An offi-
cial at Shifa Hospital in Gaza
City said a tenth person, a wom-
an, died of injuries.

The U.N. agency helping Pal-
estinian refugees, UNRWA, said
two of its staff members were

among the dead: Osama Hassan
Tahrawi (31), who was killec
along with two of his brother:
by a missile, was a school at
tendant; and the woman wh
died from shrapnel injuries, Ah
lam Riziq Kandil (31), was at
elementary school teacher.

During the incursion, wit
nesses said troops surroundec
the home of Jamal Ismail, a sui-
cide bomber who blew himselt
up along with another man in
an explosive-packed boat off
the Gaza coast last month,
wounding four Israeli soldiers
in a nearby navy patrol.

The Israeli army called the
camp ‘‘a base for hardcore ter-
ror groups” of the militant Ha-
mas, Islamic Jihad and Popular
Resistance Committee.

Brig. Gen. Israel Ziv said the
operation targeted Aiman Shas- |
niyeh, a local leader for the Pop-
ular Resistance Committee,
who the military believes was
behind a bomb attack on a
heavily armoured Merkava-3
tank that killed three soldiers in |
March. Troops failed to find
Shasniyeh but blew up his "’
house. Soldiers arrested one of
his brothers, along with another
man wanted by Israeli intelli-
gence, the General said. |

It was Israel’s second strike .
this week in Gaza targeting mil- |
itants allegedly involved in anti- |
tank attacks that have killed
seven Israeli soldiers this year. |
— AP
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Israelis facing terror outside the country *

ven by Israel’s tough standards for facing terror, 28 Novem-

ber must go down as a particularly bad day. In all 22 people
were killed in two suicide attacks, one in Israel and one in
Kenya, and it could have been a ot worse as two surface-to-air
missiles narrowly missed an Israeli aircraft taking off from
Mombasa international airport loaded ' with tourists.\
Responsibility for the Kenyan attacks has been claimed by a
group calling itself “Army of Palestine”. Although Palestinians
have denied any connection with the attack, the prime suspects
are either a Palestinian group or the Al Qaida. As bin Laflen
has tzken up the Palestinian cause one may soon be looking at
a time when the efforts of Al Qaida and Palestinian factions
will increasingly mesh, fighting a joint US-Israeli opponent.

The attacks took place on the same day that the Likud was
electing its leader for the general elections in January. If the
attacks werce intended to send a message, in terms of Likud’s
intransigence on the Palestinian issue, they are most. likely
having the opposite effect, as Ariel Sharon has beaten Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and looks strong against Labour in the up-
coming elections. Thus do cycles of violence perpetuate them-
selves, although a Labour government would have been more
propitious for peace. Netanyahu is right, though, when he
warns that everyone ought to think about new terror tactics
now on display: the firing of shoulder-held missiles at comJ

mercial aircraft taking off from airports. Along with this is ano-
ther issue of concern — the Al Qaida may be expanding it
catchment area in sub-Saharan Africa. While the areas nurse
no hardline schools of Islamic theology, like Saudi Wahhabism
or Pakistan's Deobandi madrasas, their desperate poverty and
lawlessness make them an attractive hunting ground for Al
Qaida recruits. Sharon has vowed to hunt down the Mombasa
bombers, and may well succeed. given the Mossad’s reputation
for ruthless efficiency. But more recruits for further attacks
may well be standing by. Any long-term strategy to counter the
terror threat will need to factor in and address, apart from the
festering Palestinian issue. the serious developmental problems
afflicting a wide swathe of countries in sub-Saharan Africa,
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Tsi raeh forces

kill 10in Gga

Gaza City, December 6

ISRAELI TANKS rumbled into a
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip,
sparking an intense firefight
that killed 10 Palestinians early
on Friday.

Some of the casualties in the
Bureij camp were caused when a
helicopter fired a missile at the
street. It was unclear how many
of the dead were fighters.

The camp’s mayor, Kamal
Baghdadi, had originally said a
tank shell had hit a building,
killing seven.

Israel’s military said the dead
included five armed militants
from the Hamas movement who

ere targeted by the helicopter
fire. Palestinian fighters were
spurred on by calls through
mosque loudspeakers urging
people to come out and fight the
troops. Gunbattles, which began
as Israeli troops entered the
camp just after midnight, raged
for three hours.

Ahmed Rabah, a doctor at the
Al-Aqsa hospital in the nearby
village of Deir el Balah, said
nine people were killed and 11
were wounded. Rabah did not
identify the casualties. An offi-
cial at Shifa Hospital in Gaza
City said a tenth person, a
woman, died of injuries.

Hassan Safi, 49, said he was
300 yards away in his home when
an explosion rocked the neigh-
bourhood. He said he thought

(Hf/t>

Osama targets Israel

OSAMA BIN Laden’s al-Qai-
da network plans to launch
suicide attacks against Is-
rael, according to a website
that US officials believe
speaks for the organisation,
the Washington Post report-
ed in its Friday edition. In-
telligence officials believe
the Web site
(http://www.mojahedoon.ne
t) provides further proof of
al-Qaida’s determination to
target Israel, the Post said.
Reuters, Washington

the blast was from a tank shell.

“I rushed with my sons to the
place, which was all destroyed. I
myself took out two people. The
helicopter was firing with ma-
chine guns at us, making it diffi-
cult to move,” Safi said.

During the incursion, witness-
es said troops surrounded the
home of Jamal Ismail, a suicide
bomber who blew himself up
along with another man in an ex-
plosive-packed boat off the Gaza
coast last month.

The Israeli army called the
camp “a base for hardcore terror
groups” of the militant Hamas,
Islamic Jihad and Popular Resis-
tance Committee.

AP
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TURKEY / MILITARY BASES FOR U.S.

- Ankara backtracks

C/

ANKARA (TURKEY), DEC. 4. Turkish
officials said the country might
allow the United States to use
its military bases for a strike
against Iraq, but said the Turk-
ish government hadn’t commit-
ted to any such plan.

The Foreign Minister, Yasar
Yakis, said on Tuesday that his
country would allow the U.S.
use of military bases in the
country for a strike against Iraq
that had United Nations ap-
proval, but his Ministry later
clarified that he was speaking of
a possibility and not commit-
ting Turkey to any agreement.

M. Yakis’ statement came as
the U.S. Deputy Defence Secre-
tary, Paul Wolfowitz, was in
Turkey lobbying for Turkish
support of an Iraq operation.

“There should not be left any
stone unturned before resorting
to a military solution,” Mr. Ya-
kis told reporters. “But if it
comes to that, then of course,
we will cooperate with the Unit-
ed States because it’s a big ally
and we have excellent relations
with the United States.”

When asked by a reporter to
define cooperation, Mr. Yakis
said, ‘“The opening of air space,
first of all, and the utilisation of

on assur ance

\l
Wi -

C\)

W

A U.S. Air Force fighter jet takes off from Incirlik air base
in southem Turkey in this September 13, file photo for a
daily mission over the No-Fly Zone in northemn Iraq to
monitor Iragi compliance with United Nations
Security Council resolutions.

facilities in Turkey. The military
authorities of the two countries
are consulting on the assump-
tion that such a cooperation
may be necessary one day.”
But several hours later, the
Foreign Ministty released a
statement saying that Mr. Yakis’
remarks were not a commit-
ment to allow U.S. use of bases.
“The fact that he has referred
to these possibilities does not
mean a commitment on the

part of Turkey because these
possibilities have not been the
subject of discussion with any
country,” the Foreign Ministry
said in a statement to the press.

Turkey has been reluctant to
back any U.S. action in Iraq, but
it is widely assumed that it
would have little choice but to
support U.S. military action if
Washington decides to go to
war. Ankara’s support is crucial
to any war. — AP
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hen George W. Bush as-
sumed office in January
2001, many in his adminis-

; tration believed that the
Wnited States of America was a Gulliver
Wwho had given the Lilliputians the ropes
to tie him down. Theirs was a new, more
assertive, less consensual brand of inter-
Hationalism. American foreign and de-
fence policies would be rooted in the pre-
éminence of American power and the
willingness of the president to use that
gower to advance US interests, unfet-
tered by international agreements or
institutions.

. The new team in Washington rel-
ished the chance to show that it would
Have nothing to do with treaties that it
deemed outmoded or that crimped
American freedom of action. It had little
use for alliances and international bod-
fes. Nor was the administration interest-
ed in following through diplomatic ini-
tiatives it had inherited from their pred-
ecessors in west Asia and the Korean
peninsula. There was some distaste for
the very enterprise of diplomacy.

The stark horror of September 11
provided an almost ideal opportunity for
the US to demonstrate what it could do to
its enemies with a combination of mili-
tary prowess and political will. It also
heightened tolerance abroad for a ro-
bust, purposeful, and devastating exer-
tion of American power. A combination
of international sympathy, outrage and
solidarity muted, for the time being,
complaints that Bush was a cowboy in
charge of a rogue superpower. Instead,
as a number of editorials in Europe and
Asia commented at the time, the presi-
dent suddenly had the look of a brave
and righteous sheriff, like the Gary
Cooper figure in High Noon.

behind curtains and lock doors while

A the sheriff squares off against the
villains on a dusty street. The war in
Afghanistan, however, departed from
the Hollywood script. Largely at the in-
stigation of the secretary of state, Colin
Powell — who had until then been
outnumbered and outflanked by the uni-
lateralists in the administration — the
US took weeks to assemble a broad-based
coalition, so that when the showdown
with the taliban and al Qaida came, the
scene had more the look of a sheriff and
aposse driving the bad guys out of town.

I n that movie, the townspeople cower

Then came the Iraq sequel. Even be-

The author is forWF US deputy
secretary of state

The axisof irony ~ ., ,,~

The Iraq crisis may reveal a continuity in American
foreign policy and thus, argues Strobe Talbott, be
cause for relief for much of the world

Alone if possible, together if necessary

fore Osama bin Laden went to the top of
America’s Most Wanted list, Bush had
his sights fixed on Saddam Hussein.
That was why the administration pivot-
ed quickly from the war it waged a year
ago in Afghanistan to the war it is prep-
aring to wage soon in Iraq. It hoped to ap-
ply the energy generated by US-induced
regime change in Kabul to accomplish-
ing the same objective in Baghdad. It had
trouble, however, transferring interna-
tional support for its handling of Septe-
mber 11 to its campaign to oust Saddam.

In the late summer, there seemed to
be a growing determination, personified
and articulated by Vice-President Dick
Cheney, to dispense with the UN and do
whatever it took, with whoever would
join an ad hoc coalition, to bring down
Saddam. President Bush kept that op-
tion open when he went to the UN on
September 12. He warned the UN that it
risked becoming irrelevant and going
the way of the League of Nations.

But, in a strategy designed largely by
Powell, Bush said he would prefer work-

-ing through the security council and

using a tough new resolution as the in-
strument for forcing Saddam *o disarm
or, if Saddam refuses, as the basis for
military action.The tactic worked. The
security council unanimously passed a

resolution with teeth.

That’s the first of the ironies that
critics of the administration’s mindset
and mode of operation must recognize:
Bush’s ultimatum — his threat to act in-
dependently of the UN — may actually
have saved the body from precisely the
irrelevance that he warned against.

But there’s a second irony: having
won something close to the resolution he
wanted, Bush may now be all but locked
in to a UN framework for dealing with
Iraqg. He will no doubt reiterate that the
US has all the authority it needs to pull
the trigger on Saddam.

Still, having brought the security
council this far and having put the new
inspection regime in place, Bush is like-
ly to stay with that process. Not only is
he vested in it, but to break ranks with
the UN would cost him international le-
gitimacy, the participation of many
states both in the conduct of the war and
the keeping of the troubled peace that
will follow, and US domestic support.

So on the issue of Iraq, at least Bush
has become a mulitilateralist, even a tra-
ditionalist in his preference for working
through international bodies in dealing
with the villains of this world. That leads
to the third and final irony: Bush may
well end up dealing with Iraq in a fash-

ion that is quite consistent with the way
his predecessor, Bill Clinton, dealt with
similar threats to international peace.

The past dozen years, since the end of
the Cold War, reveal a pattern in the way
that three American presidents have
made their country’s power the driving
force behind interventions on behalf of
the international community, The first
President Bush did that in the 1991 Gulf
war. He used his personal rapport with
Mikhail Gorbachev to keep the Soviet
Union, then in its dying days, from cast-
ing a veto in the security council.

marked by a series of conflicts,

different in many respects but all
with the common denominator that the
US took the lead in threatening and app-
lying force. In each of these conflicts, the
UN and other global or regional bodies
provided the cover of international par-
ticipation in the military operation and
in the nation-building that followed: the
invasion of Haiti in 1994, which expelled
a military junta and restored a demo-
cratically elected president; the use of
air strikes against the Serbs in Bosnia in
1995, which forced them to the negotiat-
ing table; and the bombing of Serbia in
1999, which ended ethnic cleansing and
established a NATO-enforced, UN-super-
vised protectorate in Kosovo.

Thus, the Bush administration, for
all its initial determination to repudiate
anything and everything Clintonian, is
now poised to deal with Saddam Hussein
in a similar fashion, whether dealing
with him means merely disarming him
or — the unmistakable preference — de-
capitating him.

Back in the early months of the Bush
administration, it was often said that
what distinguished the new president’s
approach to the world from his predeces-
sor’s was that those earlier occupants of
the White House operated on the slogan:
together if possible, alone if necessary,
while with George W. Bush, it’s the other
way around.

Iraq may play out as a disproof of
that conventional wisdom and as a re-
minder that there remains a high degree
of continuity in American foreign policy
— stretching from Bush to Clinton to
Bush. If so, that will come as a relief to
much of the rest of the world, and it will
increase the chances that others will fol-
low the American lead in the future.

The Clinton administration was
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SRAEL IS facing yet arother po-

litical crisis, this time because of

the Labour Party’s withdrawal of

support to the 19-month-old Na-
tional Unity Government. The Likud
Party leader and Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, has called fresh elections in
January 2003, instead of forming an-
other coalition with the help of far-
right religious parties who were will-
ing to support his Government on the
condition that he shun Washington’s
“road map” for West Asia peace and
reject the future establishment of a
Palestinian state. Mr. Sharon termed
their demand “political blackmail”.
He thinks maintaining a “special rela-
tionship” with the United States is
more important than forging an alli-
ance with the far-right nationalist
parties.

Recent opinion polls indicate that
Israelis are generally satisfied with
Mr. Sharon's handling of the Palesti-
nians. He has promised to continue
the policy of national unity and the
present an-eye-for-an-eye strategy
towards the Palestinians. The Foreign
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has
demanded the expulsion of Yasser
Arafat, Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent, and insisted that Israel reject the
demand for a Palestinian state. Mr.
Sharon has already endorsed the
eventual creation of a Palestinian
state while favouring the exiling of Mr.
Arafat.

Mr. Sharon believes “Arafat is the
enemy of Israel” and makes no dis-
tinction between the Palestinian Au-
thority and the extremist Islamic
outfits. He feels the Palestinian prob-
lem can be tackled with the help of se-
curity forces; and that eventually Mr.
Arafat and his supporters will be re-
placed by a more moderate leader-
ship willing to accept Mr. Sharon’s
plan for a “long-term interim settle-
ment” that would allow Israel the
control of East Jerusalem.

Mr. Sharon is a long-time advocate
of expansion of Jewish settlements in
the occupied Arab territories. This
was one of the main reasons for his re-
fusal to cut spending on settlements
and transfer the funds to social pro-
grammes. The Labour Party's de-
mand for shifting funds from the
heavily subsidised settlement led to
the collapse of the National Unity

Ho- 10 %l W

Political trends in Is

By Qamar Agha

Government, Mr. Sharon’s Likud Par-
ty, in May last, voted to adopt the pol-
icy of “Greater Israel” and rejected the
creation of any Palestinian state in the
West Bank and Gaza. Regarding East
Jerusalem, where Islam’s third holiest
shine is located and which the Arabs
dominate, Israel has declared that
“United Jerusalem is the eternal cap-
ital of Israel forever”. Besides, several
leaders in the Zionist movement
propagate the “Jordan is Palestine”
theory. They are demanding not only
the expulsion of Mr. Arafat but also

However, the new Labour Party lead-
er, Amram Mitzna, has called for
opening peace talks with the Palesti-
nians immediately and for withdraw-
ing troops and settlers from the Gaza
strip. Mr. Mitzna said he would join
the Government only if the Likud Par-
ty supported his plan for unilateral
separation from the Palestinians, if
peace talks failed. Under these cir-
cumstances, he would call for “a uni-
lateral withdrawal from part — but
not all — of the West Bank”. That
would mean evacuating at least some

The elections in January should see Ariel Sharon
retaining power, especially given the Israelis’
growing security concerns.

the Palestinians from the “biblical
land” to neighbouring Jordan. In the
past, Mr. Sharon has backed their
demands. -

On the Palestine issue, there are
not many differences among Israel's
major political parties as they are all
part of the grand Zionist movement
responsible for the creation of the
Jewish state in 1948. The Labour Party
looks at the Palestinian problem from
a secular outlook while the Likud Par-
ty does so from a religious point of
view. The former started the Jewish
settlement programme after captur-
ing the Arab territories in 1967 for se-
curity reasons. The Likud Party wants
to retain Arab territories saying it is
the biblical land of its kings and
prophets known as “Judea and Sam-
ara” where Jews have a religious right
to settle.

The collapse of the National Unity
Government was essentially not the
result of a confrontation between the
two major constituents — Labour and
Likud — over the pressing issues fac-
ing the nation. It was rather a strategic
decision to allow the rightist parties to
achieve their common objectives —
peace and security for Israel. The La-
bour Party withdrew support from
Mr. Sharon’s Government only after
Israeli forces re-occupied most of the
Palestinian territories; the Palestinian
Authority was almost dismantled and
the Oslo peace process virtually de-
railed. The Jewish settlement pro-
gramme continued to expand.

Israeli settlements. Mr. Mitzna said
that if he became the Prime Minister,
“Israel would withdraw from Gaza in
ayear”. He said that to protect Israel,
its forces would continue to surround
the Gaza, which is fenced off. The
plan is no different from the one of-
fered by Ehud Barak during the Camp
David talks in 2000 and which was re-
jected by the Palestinian Authority.
The PA said it would not be viable to
set up an independent state as it
would “rob Palestinians of a state of
geographical contiguity”.

A recent poll predicted that if elec-
tions for Israel’s 120-seat Parliament
were held now, the Labour Party’s
strength would decline from 25 to 21,
while that of the Likud Party would in-
crease from 19 to 29. Political analysts
believe that the weakened and divid-
ed Labour Party “faces an almost im-
possible task” in re-establishing itself
“as a viable alternative to the Likud”
in the coming elections. Whosoever
gets the maximum votes will form the
next broad-based coalition Govern-
ment whose primary aim would be to
strengthen security. (Israelis’ fears
have increased after Thursday’s
bomb blast at a Kenyan hotel packed
with Israeli tourists.) “Only if we re-
move Arafat will there be an opening
for peace”, and a “possibility of recon-
ciliation with our neighbours, notina
Palestinian terrorist state, butin a free
self-government living besides us in
peace”, declared Mr. Netanyahu.

Israel wanted peace with the Arab

rael

-~

states but was not keen on signing a
land-for-peace accord with the Pales-
tinians. It did not think that with the
end of the Cold War Western nations
would ask it to withdraw from the oc-
cupied Arab territories and settle its
problems with the Arabs once for all.
Israel accepted the move with reluc-
tance. But soon, the peace accord
brought divisions within the Jewish
community and led to the assassina-
tion of the then Prime Minister, Yitz-
hakRabin, in 1995. Since then, Israel’s
policy has been to engage the Palesti-
nians in long-drawn negotiations and
to continue with its settlement policy.
This frustrated the Palestinians. Secu-
lar Palestinians remained committed
to peace with Israel and struggled to
get back their land. Islamists, who
were opposed to making up with Is-
rael, exploited the situation and trig-
gered violence against Jewish targets
and Israel blamed Mr. Arafat for the
failure to contain militancy.

The situation in the region has also
not favoured the Palestinians, Isla-
mists attacked U.S. embassies in East
Africaand Americans were targeted in
Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Pakis-
tan and other places. The growing Is-
lamic militancy neutralised U.S.
pressure on Israel to implement the
Oslo accord. Later, the September 11
terrorist attacks in America complete-
ly altered the situation and provided
Israel a greater role in the “war against
terror”. In fact, Israel was the fiist
country to emphasise, since the disin-
tegration of the Soviet Union, on the
need to form a grand alliance of West-
ern nations similar to the one formed
against international communism.

The war against terror provides Mr.
Sharon an opportunity to achieve his
objectives by settling scores not only
with the Palestinians but also with the
Hizbollah, a Shiite Islamic movement
whose militia controls southern Le-
banon after forcing Israel to make a
unilateral withdrawal. It is a bit early
to predict how far Israel will succeed
in achieving its goals. But Mr. Sharon,
who is the Likud Party’s choice for a
second term having won the primar-
ies, is not one to give up easily. The
elections in January should see Mr.
Sharon retain power, especially given
the Israelis’ growing security/
concerns. /
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KENYA / MOSSAD TO TRACK WN ATTACKERS
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MOMBASA (KENYA), NOV. 28\Jstaeli
and Kenyan officials on Thurs-
day said today’s suicide attacks
on a hotel full of Israelis in the
coastal town of Mombasa in Ke-
nya were the handiwork of the
Al-Qaeda network. If the state-
ment is correct, it would be the
first direct attack on Israelis by
Al-Qaeda.

Reacting to the twin attacks,
the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, on Thursday put the
Mossad spy agency to track
down the attackers.

Kenyan Police said the two
attacks occurred within five
minutes of each other.

Just after the hotel blasts,
missiles were fired at an Israeli
Arkia airliner carrying 261 pas-
sengers as it took off from Mom-
basa’s airport. ‘“About 2 km
from the airport, two missiles
were fired at the aircraft from a
white Pajero by some people
who are suspected to be of Arab
origin. Both missiles missed the
aircraft,” a police spokesman
said.

A Kenyan security source said
it was believed the attackers had
used shoulder-borne missile
launchers. Israeli airlines em-
ploy elaborate security mea-

sures against attacks. . %ice
described the hotel attacker$ as
of Arab appearance and also
driving a four-wheeled-drive
Pajero they had turned into a
suicide bomb.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the
attacks. Israel has at times re-
sponded fiercely to Arab and Is-
lamic militant attacks on its
citizens.

The Kenyan President, Daniel
Arap Moi, said: “We had similar
attacks in 1998, the world, in-
cluding our friends have not
helped us enough”. “We will do
what we can, to fight back.”

Kenya's coastal area has a
large Muslim population with
traditional links to Saudi Arabia
and Yemen.

Al-Qaeda is blamed by the
United States for the Sept. 11 at-
tacks last year and for the
bloody 1998 bombings of U.S.
embassies in Kenya and Tanza-
nia.

In Tel Aviv, Mr. Sharon’s ad-
visor, Zalman Shoval, said the
Mossad and the Defence Minis-
try would investigate the attacks
and decide how to respond.

The Mossad has a long record
of tracking terror suspects; the

W ‘_“Nn‘)

P
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agency hunted down and killed
nearly all the Palestinians be-
lieved responsible for kidnap-
ping and killing 11 Israelis
during the Munich Olympics in
1972.

Kenyan police said two
squads of three attackers each
were involved.

The Israeli Foreign Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, said he |
did not know whether Palesti- |
nian groups were involved, but .
that Palestinian militants have !
been trying to get shoulder-held |
missiles from Iran and the Leba- '
nese guerilla group, Hezbollah.

Mr. Netanyahu said the mis-
sile attack was a “very danger-
ous escalation of terror.”

“It means that terror organi-
sations and the regimes behind
them are able to arm them-
selves with weapons which can
cause mass casualties anywhere
and everywhere”. “Today,
they're firing the missiles at Is-
raeli planes, tomorrow they’ll
fire missiles at American planes,
British planes, every country’s
aircraft. Therefore, there can be
no compromise with terror.”

Israel sent planes with doc-
tors to Kenya to help treat and
evacuate the wounded. — AP
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Bethlehem, November 22

ISRAELI TROOPS and ar-
moured vehicles took over
Bethlehem on Friday, one day
after a Palestinian suicide
bomber killed 11 people on a
Jerusalem bus crowded with
students and commuters.
Soldiers began arresting sus-
pected militants and sealed off
the Church of the Nativity,
revered as the birthplace of Je-
sus, to prevent any militants
taking refuge in the church
compound as they did during
an Israeli incursion in April.
“We are currently control-
ling the whole city,” a local
army commander said, vowing
that troops would stay “as long
as we have to hit the terror in-
frastructure in Bethlehem”.
Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon, facing a leadership
challenge from hardline For-
eign Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, sent the troops into
the city just south of
Jerusalem following heavy
pressure to hit back hard for
Thursday’s suicide bombing,
But his response is likely to
be tempered by calls for re-
straint by the United States,
which fears new violence and
tensions in the region could un-
dermine its efforts to achieve
calm as it seeks Arab support
for a possible war on Iraq.
Soldiers in Bethlehem con-
ducted house-to-house search-
es for militants spearheading a
two-year-old uprising for Inde-
pendence. The army said it was

searching for about 30 mili-
tants in the city, some of them
suspected of involvement in
the bus bombing.

Troops rounded up about 20
suspects in Bethlehem and 16
people elsewhere in the West
Bank, most of them members
of the militant group Hamas
which claimed Thursday’s at-
tack. Army radio said one was
a girl accused of planning a
suicide bombing.

The army blew up the home
near Bethlehem of the 23-year-
old bomber behind Thursday’s
attack and destroyed the hous-
es of two Hamas members in
the Gaza Strip, saying the dem-
olitions sent a message that
“their deeds have a price”.

Troops also pursued the
crackdown in Jenin where Is-
raeli armour backed by heli-
copters surrounded a refugee
camp which Israel calls a
hotbed for Isiamic militants.

UN official killed in Jenin

A senior official working for a
United Nations relief agency
was shot dead in a refugee
camp in Jenin on Friday, Pales-
tinian hospital officials said. A
Reuters cameraman saw the
body of the man, an Irish na-
tional, after a gun battle broke
out in the area between Israeli
forces and Palestinian gun-
men. Doctors said he worked
for the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency (UNWRA)
in the refugee camp.

2 3 NOV 20
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JERUSALEM, NOVEMBER 21

b

A SUSPECTED Palestinian
suicide bomber killed at least 11

other people when he blew himself .

up on a crowded commuter bus
during the Thursday morning rush
hour in Jerusalem, police and res-
cueworkers said. .

- Hospital officials said children on
their way to school were among
more than 49 people wounded in the
first major attack since PM Ariel
Sharon called elections for January

mber

28 after his coalition Wl!h centre-Left

Labour collapsed.

Rescue workers said the bombe
apparently set off his explosives at the
front of the bus as it headed into town.
A charred torso. hung out
through the hole where one of the
windows used to be, as rescue work-
erswheeled stretchers to the door.of
the bus to look for more wounded.

It was the first suicide bombing
since November 4, when a bomber
killed two people in a shopping
centre in a small town near
Jerusalem, the first since June.

ills11 Israelis

‘Earlier on Thursday, Israeli tanks
\ and armoured vehicles backed by he-
licopter gunships rumbled into the
southern Gaza Strip and blew up the
home of asenior Palestinian militant.
Israel Jaunched the raid near the
town of Khan Younis after its hous-
ing minister told Washington that
work on a Middle East peace plan
should wait until after January’s elec-
tion, further dimming hopes of a
quick end to twoyears of violence.
A State Department spokesman
said the US would take Israel’s view
into account. — Reuters

“IDIAN EXPRES.
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e recent victory ( 363
of 550 seats) of the
year-old Justice and
Development  Party
(AKP) led by Recep Erdogan
in Turkey's parliamentary el-

cern by the country’s secularist
establishiment and Western al-
lies. Is this because of the
AKP’s Islamist roots? Appar-
ently.

Some political analysts ex-
plain this sweeping victory by
an Islamist party in secular
Turkey as an instance of the
emerging Muslim mood ac-
ross the world caused by Am-
erican policy aimed at Mus-
lims in general and Iraq in
particular. Others link the
AKP’s triumph with the global
Islamic upsurge. But Erdogan
has vehemently denied his
party has any Islamic ambit-
ions. His deputy, Abdullah
Gul, is on record as having
said that the AKP would sup-
port a “US strike on Iraq pro-
vided it has UN backing”. The
AKP apparently comes across
as- a federation of Centre/
Right forces, including an
Islamist minority. It also des-
erves mention that in the last
two elections, voters gave a
coupie of untried parties a
chance but they failed to del-
iver and sank under the weight
of corruption and mismanage-
ment. And the AKP cashed in
on this disenchantment am-
ong voters,

It is also worth noting that
despite the AKP’s victory, Er-
dogan is currently banned
from holding political office
because he once recited “Ji-
had-like poetry”. Could he
then be practising “Takkiye”
— through which Muslims
can hide their true feelings for
the good of the faith?

Whatever the answer, it
isn’t true that with the AKP’s
victory an Islamic party has
won an election for the first
time in Turkey’s secular hist-
ory. During the 1990s, the
country witnessed a row be-
tween Islamists and secular-
ists over the emergence of an
Istamic leader who came to
power through elections. With
Neomettin Erbakan’s arrival
in 1997, Turkey seemed to ret-
urn to political democracy of
the individualistic sort with its
universal equal suffrage, its re-
presentative parliaments and
its ministerial responsibilities.
- This became evident from the
then Turkish National Securi-
ty Council warning Prime
Minister Erbakan about his
government’s pro-Islamic lea-
ning. Such warning actually
undermined Turkey’s political
democracy through which Er-
bakan, a veteran Islamic lea-
der, became Prime Minister.

True, Erbakan had Islamist
ambitions, but he also had a
popular mandate to rule the
country. Even Bulent Ecevit
at the time overstepped the
bounds of decency when he
asked Erbakan to either toe
the official line of Kamal Ata-

Talking

ections has given rise to con-@

Wlth the
coming to
power of
Recep
Erdogan’s

party, the
country may
rise above the
humiliation it
has suffered
from its
Western allies,
writes
SK SADAR
NAYEEM

turk or leave. A furious Erba-
kan then rightly asked, “Are
governments in Turkey form-
ed in parliament or in the Na-
tional Security Council? Are
not laws made in parliament?
Then how could the military-
dominated Council warn a
democratically elected Prime
Minister? Not a single West-
ern ally of Turkey then asked,
‘Was it a democracy?”

Such indeed was the proc-
ess of political democracy Tur-
key witnessed after 1922. The
ruling elite led by Mustafa Ka-
mal Ataturk chose to operate
democrat-ically but tactically,
since Ataturk believed in a po-
litical ideology whose mythic
core, in its various permuta-
tions, was a form of populist
ultra-nationalism.

Indeed, Turkey was rapidly
nationalised under Ataturk’s
dictatorship. The old imperial
Ottoman tradition was dest-
royed with the overthrow of
the Sultanate and the expulsi-
on of Mohammad VI in 1922
and Turkish institutions were
pried loose from their historic
Muslim settings and endowed
with a purely ultra-secular and
national character.

The senior commanders of
the armed forces always saw
themselves as the custodians
of the “secular and democrat-
ic” traditions laid down by At-
aturk. Turkey was made rep-
ublican and democratic but
nominally. A “fundamental
law” of 1921 proclaimed the
doctrine of popular sovereign-
ty and vested supreme author-
ity in a National Assembly. On
the other hand, an elaborated
constitution of 1925 provided
for the election of the assem-
bly by universal suffrage and
for its choice, every fourth

L

ALL SMILES: Recep Erdogan waving to supporters on arrival at a
party parliamentary group session. — AFP.

year, of a President of the Re-
public. But Ataturk ensured
his election to the presidency,
dictated his policies and cont-
rolled the assembly as the
chief of the People’s Party, the
only political outfit in the
country, by the reason of per-
sonal prowess which attended
his military successes and his
continuing leadership of the
army. That was the best exam-
ple of nationalist dictatorship
at work.

No doubt, Ataturk made
Turkey proudly self-reliant.
The country pursued its own
interests and tolerated no ex-
ternal interference by tearing
up the Treaty of Sevres and
imposing on unwilling for-
eigners the Treaty of Lausan-
ne. It succeeded in ridding it-
self of the political and econo-
mic tutelage of other powers.
To achieve these successes, a
modern nation needed to
make religion a private and
not a public concern. But a
democratic svstem doesn’t
allow for the means Ataturk
adopted to bring about the
astounding change.

There are numerous instan-
ces where religions are not
solely responsible for breeding
fundamentalists. Fundamen-
talism can fuel the tactical op-
eration of a “democratic and
secularist” set-up which may
go to considerable lengths to
camouflage the extent of its
hostility to fiberalism and de-
mocracy to ultimately impose
its authoritarianism.

But despite the change, the
Turks continued to be Mus-
lim. Reacting to Ataturk’s op-
pressive ways, Muslim Kurds
rose in revolt during 1924-25.
This also paved the way for
the re-emergence from obscu-

rity of a “unior and progres-
sive” party which had guided
Turkish affairs during and just
before World War 1. A “Rep-
ublican Progressive” party was
formed in opposition to the
new regime. But Ataturk put
dowa the Kurd revolt and un-
leashed a reign of terror ag-
ainst political adversaries, exil-
ing some and executing oth-
ers.

Bick in 1997, when demo-
cratically elected Prime Minis-
ter E-bakan was asked to res-
pect democracy and toe Ata-
turk’s official “secularist” line,
many secularists joined ranks
with the pro-Western army
which believed Erbakan did
not have the mandate to raise
the profile of Islam in public
life. During that period anti-
Erbakan demonstrations were
staged by the military organi-
sation in Istanbul’s central
Taksim Square. The military
dominated NSC became wor-
ried about some reports that
appeared in prestigious news-
papers like Subah and Milliver

that Islamist vows were being

taught to children to over-
throw the secularist svstem
and wage war against Ata-
turk’s atheism. The NSC then
found the happenings eviden-
ce of a “dangerous Islamic up-
surge”.

There was indication en-
ough of Islamist parties gain-
ing ground, especially when
Erbakan’s Islamist Welfare
Party got six Istanbul districts
in local elections in 1990 and
captured 40 seats in the 450-
member Turkish parliament
in 1991. That was the time the
US-educated Premier Miss
Tansu Ciller had to publicly
declare, in order to garner
public support, “Thank God, 1

am a Muslim.” The leaders of
even mainstream political par-
ties took extra care to be not-
iced going to mosques. Wom-
en were again being seen in
ankle-length black robes and
the circulation of Islamic new-
spapers were being increased
by the day. These develop-
ments were seen by Western
analysts as “a belated reaction
against Ataturk’s reforms 75
yeaurs ago”.

Modern democratic liberals
in their overreaction to the
emergence of religious groups
forget one vital point: that any
attempt to crush right-leaning
groups by enforcing a ban on
them is bound to backfire.
Further, Turkey has too often
been snubbed by the more
prosperous Nato allies whose
interest it defends and whose
company it craves. The Euro-
pean Community has always
fended off its bid for mem-
bership. Such was Turkey’s
humiliation that even Western
commentators had to admit
that “for decades, large Greek
and Armenian-American lob-
bies in the USA have freg-
uently let grievances against
the Turks going back to the
days of the Ottomans get in
the way of sound policy, com-
mon sense and simple fair-
ness”. Being Muslim-domina-
ted, Turkey has never been
given the respect and lasting
acceptance it deserves by Wes-
tern powers.

Under these circumstances,
Erdogan's AKP might have
learnt important fessons from
history. It has already declared
that its priority lies in giving a
strong government that can
lead Turkey out of its present
economic difficulties. Further,
as the editorial in The States-
man of 10 November said,
“The AKP’s victory 1s linked
1o the non-performance of an
old and doddering Ecevit.
who led a fractious coalition
which spent its time quarrel-
ling while the Turkish lira rea-
ched an all-time low. Another
issue 18 religious freedom, as
controls on religious expres-
sion instituted in Turkey sinee
the days of Kamal Ataturk ap-
pear somewhat archaic and
excessive in today's context...
What may be happening in
Turkey now with the AKPS
victory is a kind of restoration
of balanee™.

But there is a problem. Tui-
key. promised membership of
the Furopean Union 335 vears
ago, hasn't found a place on
the list. In March 1997, at 4
European Christian Demo-
crats get-together, a prom-
inent member, Wilfred Mart-
ens, was quoted as saving,
“The European Union 1s in
the process of building a civili-
sation in which Turkey has no
place.” Perhaps after such
humiliation, Turkey may not
feel so bad being banished to
the Islamic world.

(The author is reelance

writer.)
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Second round in Bahrain W) 0"

DUBAI: Bahrainis went e polls on Thursday for a second
' round of parliamentary ‘elections which could give two
i female candidates out of\42 contestants a chance of winning.
#4 Polling stations opened at 8 a.m. local time. The first round
: of parliamentary elections in
. Bahrain in almost a decade
gave the victory last week to 19
male candidates, including 11
Islamists. Six other female
i candidates were knocked out of
t the elections. Only half of the
40 parliamentary seats were
chosen on Oct. 24. A candidate,
{ Lateefa al-Guoud (46), who is
| running in the southern region,
won 1,204 votes in the first
round of elections. Her rival, Jassen al Saidi, a preacher, was
ahead of her by 163 votes. The other female candidate who
has made it to the run-off, Fawzia al Ruwaie, won half her
rival Yousif Zainal’s votes. Ms. Al-Guoud stands a good
1 chance of winning a seat in Parliament which will make her
| the first directly-elected parliamentarian in the Arab Gulf
" region. She is running as an independent candidate (the
picture shows a woman voter at a polling booth preparing to
cast her ballot). — DPA
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Moderate nam

ANKARA, Nov. 16. Turkey’s Presi-
dent on Saturday designated
Abdullah Gul, a pro-Western
moderate in a party with Islam-
ic roots, as Prime Minister and
asked him to form the country’s
first majority government in
more than a decade.

Mr. Gul, however, is regarded
as a temporary appointment
until party leader, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, can take power.

Mr. Erdogan is the undisput-
ed leader of the Justice and De-
velopment Party, which swept
November 3 elections. But he is
barred from the top post be-

&

viction
inciting  reli-
gious hatred.
He is expected
to dominate a
naw  govern-
ment until leg-
islators can
change the
constitution to
allow him to take power. The
Turkish President, Ahmet Nec-
det Sezer, named Mr. Gul two
days after Parliament opened
and swore in new legislators.
Mr. Gu! strongly hinted after his

se of a con-
for

Abdullah Gul

HE HINDO

Turkish P

appointment that he l(“step
down when Mr. Erdoga is eli-

gible to head the govegnment.
“Today, there is an abnormal
situation,” Mr. Gul said.

“So, it is our absolute duty to
normalise this abnormal situa-
tion.”

On Saturday, it was Mr. Erdo-
gan who announced the new
government’s action plan.

He promised a series of
changes in laws to expand free-
dom of rights, religion and ex-
pression and promote a more
transparent government. — AP

-
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fibya gets $3.5b from Iraq
to shelter Saddam’s Qﬂlﬁy

Vijay Dutt & Agencies
London, November 16

PRESIDENT SADDAM Hussein
has worked out a $3.5 billion deal
with Libya to provide political
asylum to his family and leading
members of his regime if a war
breaks out or a coup takes place
in Baghdad.

The deal, however, does not in-
clude providing refuge to Sad-
dam or Uday, his eldest son.

“Word of Saddam’s deal with
Libyan leader Colonel Muam-
mar Gaddafi emerged after Gen-
eral Ali Hasan al-Majid, a cousin
and trusted member of Sad-
dam’s clan, visited the Libyan
capital on September 8,
The Times reported.

A month ago, Iraqi officials
visiting Damascus had agreed
on an overland escape route for
Saddam’s family and friends,
said Times. They would travel
from Tikrit, home of the Saddam
clan, to the Syrian border via the
Badiyat al-Sham desert, which
divides Syria from Irag.

If Saddam or Uday were to
seek political asylum in Libya,

Col Gaddafi would come under
intense international pressure,
particularly from Washington,
to hand them over for war
crimes. He has no interest in be-
ing part of the tussie between
Iraqi President and the US.

Western intelligence services
assume that Saddam will stay
“to the bitter end” if Iraq is at-
tacked by a US-led coalition.

Analysts said that this was the
first indication that Saddam
Hussain is now facing up to the
prospect of being toppled from
power.

Quoting diplomatic sources,
the Times report said if Saddam
felt his regime was about to col-
lapse, he would do his utmost to
see that his family escaped, espe-
cially Qusay Hussein, Saddam’s
second and favourite son, as well
as Ali, his youngest son and his
grandchildren.

The senior officials to go to
Libya would include Tariq Aziz,
the deputy Prime Minister, Naji
Sabri, the foreign minister and
Izzat Ibrahim al-Duri, deputy
chairman of the Revolutionary
Command Council.

Two months ago, Abbas Kha-
laf, Irag’s Ambassador to
Moscow, denied that Saddam
would ever abandon his country
in time of need. This followed re-
ports in France that Uday had
gone to Moscow to seek a future
refuge for him and Saddam.

While Intelligence sources
claimed that the French reports
were not credible, they con-
firmed that the evidence of a
deal for Saddam’s family to go to
Libya fitted in with information
gleaned in recent weeks.

Meanwhile, declaring spot in-
spections would begin on No-
vember 27, chief UN arms in-
spector Hans Blix has warned
Saddam to disclose all his
weapons of mass destruction in
a report next month.

“This offers a last opportunity
for Iraq to declare what they
have,” Blix told a news confer-
ence on the eve of his trip to
Baghdad. “An omission can be
very serious.” He urged the US
or any country with knowledge
of secret Iragi weapons pro-

grams to hand over evidence to
inspectors.

. HINDUSTAN TME
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.8 Rlse of the AKP in Turkey
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HE TURKISH general elec-

tions of November 3 for the

22nd Parliament have not

only wiped out four of the
five major parties but have also given
363 of 550 seats to a party which is an
eyesore for the secularists. The Jus-
tice and Development Party (AKP) is
now in a very strong position to form
a stable Government. The coalition
Governments of the liberal demo-
crats, particularly the outgoing re-
gime, completely failed in the eyes of
the voters on foreign policy, econo-
my and finance, unemployment, Cy-
prus and the Kurdish issues. Though
no party has made any strong com-
mitment to bring any kind of radical
shift in Turkish policies, the voters
have preferred a change.

The AKP's sweep is seen as mainly
due to the failure of the previous
Government in the fields of employ-
ment, devaluation of currency, infla-
tion and the European Union's
rejection of Turkey’s demand for ac-
cession. But the election of 550 new
Deputies (only 50 were re-elected
from the earlier stock) from only two
parties — AKP (centre-right) and the
Republican People’s Party (centre-
left) — sends the message that the
voters want the new party, AKP, to
initiate reforms more independently
and strongly. A coalition of different
sections, particularly the middle and
lower middle class who are neither
staunchly Kemalists nor religious na-
tionalists, the AKP is a grouping of a
very moderate kind of conservative
democrats. Headed by Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, former Istanbul Mayor who
served a one-year jail sentence and
was barred from contesting the elec-
tions, the AKP cannot really be called
the reincarnation of the banned Vir-
tue Party or the Welfare Party of Nec-
mettin Erbakan and Recai Kutan. It
has many disagreements with tradi-
tional centre-right parties which
stressed upon the issue of identity.
The AKP’s main campaign focus was
on economic issues and not religious
matters. As a result, businessmen
from the secularist club sided with it.
Even the RPP (the only other party in
Parliament) leader has good expecta-
tions from Mr. Erdogan.

The AKP struck a chord with the
voters who were disappointed with
the established parties. Leaders such
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By Arshi Khan

as Bulent Ecevit of the Democratic
Left Party, Tansu Chiller of the True
Path Party, Mesut Yilmaz of the
Motherland Party and Devlet Bah-
cheli of the National Action Party
were accused of mismanaging the
country in the fields of finance, mar-
ket, diplomacy and development.
There are many instances where cen-
tre-right parties have aligned togeth-
er to cover up for their lapses. In a

was accused in 1999 of maintaining
ties with the Kurdish Workers Party
(PXK). The electoral board barred the
existing Democratic People’s Party
(DEHAP) leaders, Murat Bozlak and
Akin Birdal, from contesting the elec-
tions because both had served prison
sentences for speeches made in the
1990s.

A majority of the Turks are victims
of economic breakdown. About 60

The main campaign focus of the Justice and
Development Party (AKP) was on economic
issues and not religious matters... This
struck a chord with the voters who were
disappointed with the established parties.

1991 survey conducted by the Turk-
ish Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s
Association (TUSIAD) on the credi-
bility of some institutions, 41.9 per
cent said they did not trust Patlia-
ment. A similar survey in 2001 by the
Turkish Social and Economic Studies
Foundation (TESEV) found that 63
per cent of those polled did not trust
Parliament.

The secularist club is pursuing the
“doctrine of pre-emption” not based
on material facts but on imagination.
People are also worried over the es-
tablished practice of closing down
parties which are formed for giving
space to ethnic and religious seg-
ments. Parties formed by those Turks
who want to maintain their Muslim
identity in the private domain have
been banned on several pretexts. Mr.
Erbakan, who has been in Turkish
politics as an Opposition or coalition
partner since 1969, is perceived as an
Islamist despite the fact that he has
never challenged the establishment
at the level of civic community. Some
of the so-called leaders are behind
the bars and some are barred from
contesting elections. Several pro-
Kurdish parties were banned not on-
ly under the pressure of the army but
also due to the opposition from hard-
core nationalists. The pro-Kurdish
party, HADEP, quit the election in
September fearing it would be out-
lawed before the vote in a case pend-
ing before the Constitution Court. It

per cent of the 68 million population
is below the poverty line. Financial
crises in 2001 added another two mil-
lion people to the ranks of the job-
less. Turkey is now unable to even
pay the interests on its debts with its
current tax revenues. Per capita in-
come decreased to about $2,000
while the debt amount per capita
rose to $3,000. The share of public
debt has increased to 85 per cent of
the GNP. The E.U. standard requires
it not to exceed 60 per cent. The Gov-
ernment has to pay $32 billion in do-
mestic debt interests and $7 billion
as foreign debt interest in 2003 with-
out boosting inflation and interests
or offending the IMFE. There are some
who see debts increasing to as much
as $73 billion. The debt stock total of
$145 billion in 1990 grew to $172 bil-
lion in 2000. This year it rose to $207
billion. The IMF is expected to rescue
the Turkish economy but it gave $31
billion in exchange for tough mea-
sures affecting the poor and the mid-
dle class. Turkey has also lost over
$100 billion due to the U.N. sanc-
tions against Iraq.

Coalition Governments, particu-
larly after 1991, have been on very
good terms with the U.S., the E.U.
and Israel but this has not promoted
the state’s credibility in the eyes the
Turkish society. The U.S. has been
using the Incirlik base in eastern Tur-
key to support Iraqi Kurds against
the Iraqi Government and to fly its
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bombers in the self-proclaimed no-
fly zone in northern Iraq. This has
caused worries that the Kurds in Tur-
key might also get ideas.

On the demand for joining the
E.U., Turkey has been kept waiting.
On October 7, the Turkish Platform
(representing 200 NGOs) that sup-
ports joining the E.U. submitted a
memorandum to the latter seeking
dates for negotiations on the issue.
Two days later, the E.U. approved a
crucial report on 13 states recom-
mending that 10 should join it in
2004 without any timeframe for Tur-
key to start negotiation talks. More-
over, the Turkish position in the
European security rim is more deter-
mined by the Europeans which does
not go down well with the Turkish
public. The E.U.’s approach to divid-
ed Cyprus falls completely in line
with the European fraternity. The
Turkish approach to Cyprus has not
resulted in a mutually agreed settle-
ment of disputes.

The deployment of Turkish armed
forces in Afghanistan has also been a
burden. On the other hand, the Turk-
ish honeymoon with Israel over wa-
ter and defence has affected Turkey’s
image in the Middle East particularly
on the Palestinian and Iraqi sanc-
tions issues. All these issues appear
to have had a tremendous impact on
the majority of the Turks who now
expect to gain a reasonable space in
the domain of democratic govern-
ance within and at regional and in-
ternational levels.

The AKP has already said it will
conform to the IMF guidelines with
some modifications and that it is ea-
ger to be a part of the E.U. It has said
in its 87-page manifesto that it would
“strengthen military and economical
pacts” and “meet E.U. requirement”
and “continue” Turkey’s current po-
sition on the European Security and
Defence Policy issue. It has even
promised to maintain close contact
with the U.S. and good relations with
Russia. It also said it will “give a spe-
cial importance to Turkey's relations
with Islamic countries.”

Survival of the AKP now depends
more on the Turkish generals and the
secularist club.

(The writer is Senior Lecturer, Ce
tre for Federal Studies, Hamdar.
University, New Delhi.)




ARAQ’S ACCEPTANC

IRAQ’S ACCEPTANCE OF the United Nations
Security Council resoludon 1441 — and thereby
its acquiescence in the resumption of weapons
inspections — has, at least for now, defused a
potential international crisis. The letter from
Iraq’s Foreign Minister, Najis Sabri, to the U.N.
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, through which
this acceptance was conveyed, was not totally
unambiguous on the critical question as to
whether Baghdad would permit inspection
teams to visit any and all sites that they desired
to although a relatively minor condition — that
at least some of the inspectors should be Arab
— appears to have been dealt with en passant.
But Baghdad has affirmed that it would cooper-
ate with procedures which adhered to a code of
conduct enunciated in an agreement between
itself and the Secretary-General, that was struck
just as the crisis was peaking in September and
October this year and which provides for exten-
sive inspections. Notable in this context is the
fact that Baghdad appears to have implicitly
indicated that it would not even block the im-
plementation of those procedures that it be-
lieves are suspect under international law.
Besides its reservations on the legality of these
procedures, the only suggestion of reserve in
Iraq’s statement of its intention to cooperate
with the inspection teams lies in its plea that
the sovereignty and dignity of the country
should be respected. More pertinently, Bagh-
dad has accepted the time-table for the re-
sumption of inspections as per which teams
from the U.N. Monitoring, Verification and In-
spection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) will
make their first visit to Iraq on November 18.

A clear idea of whether the crisis has indeed
abated can only be formed after December 8,
the date by which Baghdad has agreed that it
will provide detailed information on the weap-
ons of mass destruction (WMD) programme
that it carried out in the past and which it now
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insists has been fully dismantled. The U. S. ad-
ministration — which has not entigely shed its
desire to use Iraq’s non-cooperatign with the
inspections as the trigger for efforts directed at a
regime change in Baghdad — has already stated
that it would measure the disclosures to be
made by Iraq against the information in its own
possession. Washington could well mount*a
fresh effort to depict Iraq as being in material
breach of its obligations to the U.N. if the details
to be divulged by Iraq before December 8 fall
short of the information that the U. S. claims its
intelligence efforts have unearthed. While the
U.S. has agreed that any finding that Iraq is in
material breach of its obligations will not auto-
matically trigger military action, it is reasonable

to presume that Washington will highlight every |

discrepancy howsoever minor in order to estab-
lish Iraq’s culpability. It was opportune in this
context that Mr. Annan has pointed out that any
such finding must be traceable to serious or fla-
grant attempts to obstruct the inspection teams.
Hans Blix who heads UNMOVIC has also under-
lined that he did not want the Security Council
to micro-manage the inspection programme
even as he promised to report to it any infrac-
tions on the part of Iraq.

Iraq’s sincerity in respect of its commitment
to dismantle its WMD capability will be tested in
the coming months. But the international com-
munity will also keenly observe whether the U.S.
is willing to abide by the global consensus that
the dismantling of Iraq’s WMD potential is the
sole, not just the main, objective of universal
concern. The U. S. Secretary of State, Colin Po-
well, has stated that Washington’s other objec-
tive in regard to Iraq — that of changing the
nature of its regime — would be achieved if
Baghdad did finally and completely give up its
WMD programme. That being so, the rest of the
global community must not permit any slacken-
ing of the multilateralist imperatives that are
currently in operation.
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othing polarised the Arab
Nworld more than the Iran-Iraq

war, which went on for over a
decade. The US clearly supported
Iraq. Syria and Libya supported
[ran, not for sympathy with the
Ayatoflahs, but out of enmity tow-
ards other Arab nations. Jordan su-
pported Iraq and, like Syria, leaned
towards the USSR for some time.
Saudi Arabia, Oman and the sma-
ller Gulf states continued to follow
policies of moderation in an envi-
ronment largely given over to ex-
tremism. The war, which was fou-
ght largely for physical control of
the controversial Shatt-al-Arab wa-
terway (Iraq’s only outlet to the Pe-
rsian Gulf), followed a grotesquely
seesaw course, marked by quick-
silver upsurges alternating with
long stretches of dreary sabre-rat-
tling. The war left the economies of
both the nations in a shambles,
drastically affected oil production
and endangered world shipping in
the area.

Iran-lraq war

While the erstwhile superpowers
did not get directly engaged, they
were covertly involved in the war.
Arms supplies were canalised into

the Gulf through client states in the

region. There were accusations of
chemical agents having been used,
though hotly denied.by both the
sides. The war had escalated to a
point where cities and civilian tar-
gets were being freely bombed. Sin-
ce both Iran and Iraq had adopted
rigid positions for ending the war,
none of the numerous mediation
bids, including one by the non-
aligned nations, succeeded. The
mediation bid of the UN Secretary
General in September 1987 also
failed to evoke a positive response.
International peace initiatives can
never succeed as long as warring
states maintain their recalcitrant
attitudes. It is perhaps due to the
economic crisis faced by both the
sides that this senseless war
eventually ended in a stalemate,
Soon after the end of its war with
Iran, Saddam Hussein's Iraq re-
newed its old claim to a large chunk
of Kuwaiti territory and oil fields.
As the international community
took no note, Iraq invaded Kuwait
and annexed it in 1990, This led to
the consolidation of world opinion
against Iraq. The UN and her allies
formed a coalition to drive the
Iraqis out of Kuwait and eventually
succeeded in doing so in just four
days of fighting on land. However,
the land war was preceded by a
massive aerial bombardment over
38 days, which resulted in the deci-
mation of the Iragi war machine
and industry. With economic sanc-
tions imposed against it, Iraq’s

economy was _ shattered and its

people suffered immensely.

Since 1991, the US and its allies
have enforced two no-fly zones over
Iraq — the southern no-fly zone be-
low the 33rd Parallel and the
northern above the 36th Parallel.
No Iraqi aircraft is allowed to fly in
these zones. Several times during

the last decade, Iragi air defence
assets and sites suspected of being
engaged in producing -weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) have
been bombed. For over a decade,
Iraq has been under a virtual aerial
siege. A stage has once again been
reached where the US and the
United Kingdom are convinced
that Iraq is continuing to defy the
international community and is
engaged in manufacturing and
stockpiling weapons. of mass des-
truction. The US is demanding a
regime change in Iraq and has
threatened to once again launch an
assault on the country — with or

Israel. The government fn Tel Aviv
during the mid-1990s wa also more
amenable to negotiating peace with
the Arab nations, to solve the
problems of Palestine and Jeru-
salem. In a welcome step forward,
the Israelis had agreed to withdraw
from the Gaza strip. However, the
present government, led by Ariel
Sharon, has once again adopted
military means and appears to have
stalled alleefforts tovards a final
solution. The Arab-Israeli clock has
been set back by manydecades.
Instability and superpower rivairy
in West Asia does not augur well for
India’s sccurity. Combined with the
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without the willing cooperation of
the international community and
the UN Security Council.

Perhaps the thorniest problem in
West Asia today is the deadlock
over Palestine. Though the world
generally accepts the Palestinians’
right to an autonomous state, the
issue is still to be finally resolved
due to four main reasons. Firstly,
there is phenomenal disunity am-
ong the Arabs, resulting in the lack
of a common platform and ap-
proach to the issue.

Palestinians

Secondly, the PLO’s long-stand-
ing refusal to accept the right of
Israel to exist, till it finally did so
rather reluctantly in September
1993, Thirdly, there is marked fac-
tionalism within the PLO. with dif-
ferent groups pulling in different
directions. And, finally, for four de-
cades Israel refused to accept all
offers for negotiations till the PLO
accepted her sovereignty and her
security against Ardb adventurism
was guaranteed. Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin’s historic handshake
with chairman Yasser Arafat in
September 1993 . changed the
course of history but has so far led
only to a temporary reprieve.

Though Yasser Arafat has once
again regained a tenuous control
over the PLO, the organisation is in
a state of disarray, spread as the
factions are in many countries. It
was with immense effort that the
PLO was finally persuaded to play
what was commonly called its “last
card” — that is, the recognition of

escalation of force levels'n the In-
dian Ocean, the heighteszed ten-
sions in West Asia can ultimately
lead to a spillover of theintra-regi-
onal conflicts to adjacentareas, dir-
ectly affecting India. hdia must
safeguard its interest in he face of
growing threats. Like he West,
India too is dependent on Gulf oil
to a large extent for its industry and
the development of its economy.
The long-drawn conflicts of the last
two decades of the 20th century
forced India to buy oil at far great-
er cost from distant markets, with

no assurance of guaranted sup-.

plies. The 1991 oil shock almost
completely wrecked India’s foreign
exchange reserves. The present
situation is even more critical. India
now imports almost 70 per cent of
the oil required to fuel is growing
economy. Since the early 1970, In-
dian companies have beer winning
a large number of contracts to exe-
cute many turnkey projects in West
Asia. The perpetual state of conflict
in the region has virtually sealed the
prospects of any new contracts.
Also, payments for the ongoing
projects are not being made on
schedule, leading to un-absorbable
losses for the Indian firms involved,
and a dwindling foreign exchange
income from the region.

The number of Indian workers
employed in the region has been
growing by leaps and bounds. The
Gulf War had adversely affected the
sizable remittances of non-resident
Indians, as well as new employment
avenues for Indian workers. The
downtrend in the quantum of re-

ST ASIA TURMOIL-II

Need To Move From Confrontation To Cooperation

By GURMEET KANWAL n/f 78

mittances was reflected in a drastic
decline in India’s foreign exchange
reserves in 1990-91. India’s devel-
oping economy can ill afford the
impact of the strife-torn West Asian
situation and it is in India’s interest
to work for a speedy resolution of
the various crises. The West Asian
markets offer lucrative opportu-
nities for Indian industry and the
country’s large labour force. India is
one of the few countries whose me-
diation is acceptable to almost all
sides in West Asia. India has a
crucial role to play in West Asia to
realise its foreign policy goals.

War clouds

The West Asian crescent, com-
prising almost 60 per cent of the
world’s Muslim population, forms a
complex political jigsaw puzzle —
as soon as some pieces are put
together through laborious, pains-
taking effort, some others quite
unpredictably fall apart. West Asia
has had more than its fair share of
political and military trouble over
the last four decades. Both the
erstwhile superpowers had chosen
this area as a testing ground for

2 their politice] ideologies and their

weapons and were leaning danger-
ously towards direct confrontation.
The promotion of intra-regional
conflict, the exploitation of domes-
tic dissensions and the use of sur-
rogate states to further their own
aims and objectives, were short-
sighted policies that resulted in tra-
gic consequences. However, the
machinations of the erstwhile sup-
erpowers would not have been pos-
sible without the active cooperation
and support of the West Asian
countries that were seeking to serve
their own vested interests.

War clouds are once again hov-
ering over West Asia — it appears
to be more a question of when
rather than whether. Round two of
the Gulf War will have adverse geo-
political repercussions. In case the
endgame is not skillfully played out,
it may be the battle in the much-
speculated clash of civilisations.
The West, Asian nations need to
rise above their petty squabbles and
unite in their efforts to bring back a
semblance of stabjlity to the wi-
ravaged region. The century of con-
flicts and balinee of power rivalries
is over. The West Asian leadership
owes it to posterity to make the 21
century a century of cooperation,
and not one of renewed con-
frontation.

In the long run, a stable and
trouble free West Asia. It is
imperative that the West Asian
nations bury the hatchet once and
for all and begin anew the rehabi-
litation and development of their
shattered economies, to secure for
all their peoples peace, prosperity
and dignity. As an emerging power
sharing a littoral with the region,
India has an important role to play
in acting as a catalyst for West
Asian stability through negotiations
and dialogue rather than con-
frontation. .

(Concluded)



/.New Turkish leader
(0-Ynon-committal
gl on U.S. bases

{

ANKA (T[RKEY), NOV. 7. The leader of Turkey’s winning party re-
fused’on Wednesday to commit to allowing U.S. warplanes to use
Turkish bases in any
war with Iraq and de-
clined to say whether
his country’s close
military ties with Is-
rael would be main-
tained.

In an exclusive in-
terview with the As-
sociated Press, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan of
the Islamic-rooted
Justice and Develop-
ment Party said
Turks considered Is- o
raeli policies toward _Recep Tayyip Erdogan, leader of the
Palestinians to be Justice and Development Party or AKP
“terrorism,” but add- _(left), with the U.S. Ambassador to
ed that Turkey would Turkey, Robert Pearson, in Ankara on
not link its close eco- Thursday. — AP
nomic relations with Israel to popular anger.

Mr. Erdogan is the power broker in the Justice Party, which won
a massive election victory on Sunday. He is ineligible to serve as
Prime Minister, because he was convicted of reading a poem that
courts deemed anti-secular. His party has been meeting through-
out the week to discuss who will become Prime Minister, but Mr.
Erdogan will most certainly continue to be its most influential
voice.

He once belonged to a pro-Islamic party that the military forced
out of from power for confronting the secular establishment. He
has made it clear, however, that the Justice Party is looking to
follow a moderate, pro-Western stand.

And he says that while his party opposes a war in Iraq, it would
respect decisions taken by the United Nations. “The most pre-
ferred result is to resolve this issue in peace,” Mr. Erdogan said.
‘We don’t want blood, tears or death.”

Turkey, which borders Iraq, was a key launching pad for U.S.
iircraft during the 1991 Gulf War. The United States already has
some 50 aircraft in southern Turkey at Incirlik air base and would
e eager to use the sprawling NATO facility if there is a conflict
w~ith Iraq.

Mr. Erdogan spoke as the head of Turkey's military, Gen. Hilmi
Jzkok, was in the United States to discuss Iraq.

The military is expected to have a dominant say in crucial secu-
-ity or foreign policy issues, such as Iraq and Israel. Asked if the
aew Government would agree to a request to use Turkish bases,
Mr. Erdogan said: “I don’t find it appropriate to talk about indefi-
nite results.”— AP
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‘Netanyal sworn in a

P ° ° . U
Israeli foreign minister

\
( \\» By Christine Hauser

Jerusalem: Former prime miltister
Benjamin Netanyahu was sworn in as
srael’s new foreign minister on
“rednesday, with plans to challenge

~iel Sharon as Israel’s leader with a
_~t- tough policy towards the Palestini-
ans.

The 53-year-old right-winger, popular-
ly known as “Bibi”, took the standard
parliamentary oath a day after Prime
Minister Sharon called an early election
in the wake of the centre-left Labour
Party’s defection from his coalition.

Mr Netanyahu replaces Shimon
Peres, who quit along with five other
Labour ministers last week in a dispute
over funding for Jewish settlements on
the occupied land.

By taking the foreign portfolio in the
minority government, Mr Netanyahu
returns to a political stage he largely
abandoned after Labour’s Ehud Barak
ousted him as prime minister in 1999.

Before the nationwide vote, Israel’s
two main parties—Mr Sharon’s right-
wing Likud and Labour—will hold lead-
ership elections. Mr Netanyahu said he
would challenge Mr Sharon for the
Likud leadership in a party primary ex-
pected within a month.

Palestinian officials and European
Union diplomats voiced concern that
Mr Sharon’s decision to hold elections
nine months ahead of schedule would
stir more turmoil in the Middle East at

a time when Washington
war with Iraq.

“This puts off any serious peace ef-
fort before the elections...Israeli politi-
cal infighting, both between the parties
and within each of the parties, will
make progress impossible for now,” an
EU diplomat said.

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat
said he hoped Mr Netanyahu would
stick to peace accords he signed with
the Palestinians during his previous
stints in the Israeli government.

In an attack on Wednesday, a Muslim
militant from the Hamas group snuck
into a Jewish settlement in the Gaza
Strip and shot dead two settlers before a
security guard killed him. The armed
wing of Hamas said it struck to avenge
recent Israeli killings.

Mr Netanyahu said on Tuesday he
discussed with Mr Sharon a US-led
peace “roadmap” calling for a Palestin-
ian state after violence ends and the
Palestinian Authority carries out re-
form.

“I will promise you one thing...by the
end of 2003 there will not be a PLO
(Palestine Liberation Organisation) ter-
ror state created here,” Mr Netanyahu
told Israel’s Channel One.

“Our immediate problem today isn’t
the political problem with the Palestini-
ans because there we simply need to end
the process of conquering terror...Af-

threatening

terwards we can be free for the political |
issue.” Reuter /
7

fHE TIMES OF INDU

g US draft on Iraq ready

United Nations: The United
States plans to submit to the
UN security council on
Wednesday a new draft reso-
lution on Iraqi disarmament
which it says reflects the po-
sition expressed by other
members but does not hand-
cuff President George Bush
from taking military action
against Baghdad if it fails to
cooperate with weapons in-
spectors, diplomats said.
France, which had earlier
strongly opposed two Ameri-
can drafts and forced Wash-
ington to make changes, is
said to be on board but its

diplomats say their final po-
sition would be known only
after the draft is given to
them and Paris takes a view
on it.

The position of Russia and !
China on the new draft is not
known.

A council meeting has
been convened at 1030 hours ]
(2100 IST) at which Washing-
ton is expected to distribute
its draft to the members but
the veto wielding permanent
members are likely to be giv- -
en the text earlier. [

Diplomats expect a vote |
late tomorrow or Friday. eu
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_virtually every government from Westmin-

. unintended
- legitimacy. He has the figures in froft of

anyway to explain that 646 Israclis have
© been killed during the violence of the past
i two vears, which would be the equivalent of
; 6,460 deaths in. Britain. He could have .
- emphasised, the extent of the human . 7 — —

- tragedy by citing the losses on the LAST OF ISRAELS FOUNDING WARRIORS: Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in the Knesset before the no-confidence motion vote on Monday. — AFP

_convey the impression that he is the most

cian in the region. whose subtle (and not so

W

or a man in the midst of a pofjtical
crisis, Ariel Sharon is cerily serene.
The last of Isracl’s founding whrr-
iors, is explaining the fecundity of his
cross-bred sheep and his frustration that a
passion for classical music performances
has been thwarted by a necessary security
presence that makes the experience more -
theatrical than musical. -

“I don’t want to bother people,” he says,
with a modesty that is either absolutely
genuine or political histrionics of the
‘highest order. Mr Sharon, however, likes to

reluctant of politicians, distracted from a
career in law and a love of the land by a
combination of duty and destiny, and
looking forward to returning full-time to
his fertile sheep who give birth three times
every two yeafgr :

And vet this is the most dominant politi

subtle) changes in domestic tactics and
international tack demand responses from

ster to Washington. His career has tracked
the rise and expansion of Israel; he has
béen personally involved in its military
successes and blamed for acts of extreme
brutality. ;

“At 74,-he 1s the master of his brief. He
ticks every political box and makes sure
that -the message is .not missed. The
Palestinians are often “Arabs” < to
deseribe thent wtherwise would imply an
acceplance 0! - territorial

him, but does the mental arithmetic

Palestinian side. but this is a region in

which an “eyc for an eye” has become “two  top of the “to do” list: “Iran makes every

eyes for an eye”. : . effort to possess weapons of mass destruc-
The state of relations in the region can  tion on the one hand and ballistic missiles.

be crudely described as-a varying mixture - That is a danger to the Middle East, to

ofhope und tear. Rarely in recent times has  Israel, and a dangerto Europe. They are.

« there been less hope and more fear. Mr - working now on a- ballistic missile [with a

Sharon’s sense of self-belief is rooted in his~ range] of 1,300km. They have almost
perceived reality of an Israel under reached this range already. They were tal-
constant threat from ‘its, encmies and King in the past about 2,500km and even
unsure of the long-term loyulty of Arab 5,000km. Later when they saw Europe was
neighbours with whom friendships have worried about that, they said they weren’t
been formed, going o develop the 2,500km.” ‘

“F know bohive been portrayed as a - Hesees Iran as “behind terror all around
general- lociing for war. Many other  the world” and a direct threat to Israel. He
headlines speak of that. That's what people  claims that it has sent rockets to Lebanon
say. But I understand the importance of via Syria, and is a problem in Palestinian
peace because I saw the horrors of war,  areas, where Iranian money supports
That's how I see it. | lost my best friends in “extremists. His newest concern is within
battles and [ had to make decisions of @~ Israel itself, where he has fears about
and death. of others and myself.”

There is a strong possibility that there the country’s one million Arabs, This is an
will be another war in the region some time — extremely sensitive issue, given that Arabs
soon, o war against fraq. M Sharon i already feel insecure “in Israel, but Mr
carctul to distance himscif from the Sharon suggests that he will soon crack
planning in London and Washington: “We  down on Islamic activists; a campaign that
are not interfering in-these things. We will could change decisively the psychology of
support every decision that will be taken by ~ the country. ) L
President Bush and his ally, Prime Minister  Apart from the lessons of war, Mr
Blair, because we know maybe better than  Sharen basés his political philosophy on his
others the dangers of terror.” experience on his ranch, Sycamore Farm:

Washington is. indeed, hoping that Israel  “I believe that Jews and Arabs can live
will du nothing, fearing that its involvement  together. It’s not an easy thing but I believe
will undermine the tacit support of Arab we can reach an agreement. I don’t want to
allies. Mr Sharon indicates that he has pretend about talking to Arabs because [
agreement from the USA that taking out meet Arabs, here and on our farm at home.
Iraq’s missile capacity would be a priority [think I am one of the only ones here at the
of any military campaign. He cannot bring present time that will have the power and
himself to rule out retaliation, -but the the strength to tell the citizens of Israel
strong hint is  that if Iraq fired off a what they have to do and to make compro-
conventional Scud or two; Israel will sit out  mises and painful compromises, to look
the conflict,” but there would be an into their eyes and say that.” "
overwhelming response if there were a  Often guarded in his words, he is not shy
biological attack. . about suggesting that he is a man of destiny

While Mr Sharon regards Iraq as “a very, and hinting that, as only a Republican such

- very dangerous country led by an insane as Richard Nixon could restore relations.

regime” (he then asks an aide in Hebrew if  with China, only a proven warrior with a
there is a stronger word than “insane”), he reputation for toughness can convince his
considers that Iran is a “centre of world ter-  country to do a lasting deal with the Palesti-
ror”, and that as soon as an Iraq conflict is nians. There are senior figures on the Left

concluded, he will push for Iran tobe at the  in Isracl who concede that this is true, but

In a revealing interview with STEPF _ ,
THOMSON, Ariel Sharon explains why; after Saddam Hussein has
been dealt with, the Iranian regime must be toppled ~ and why -he

is the only man who can secure peace with the Arabs

Iranian influence on a “small minority” of -

PR

i

Palestinians argue that he has polarised

opinion in the region and provided
sustenance for radicals on both sides who

thrive on conflict. ,
If it has become his destiny to deliver
peace for Israel, it was not his intention to
spend 28 years in the military and, until
now, 28 years in politics: “If I go back to
being very young 1 didn’t think I was going
to serve in the military for about 28 years
and to be involved in all those problems. |

started to study. here at the university in

Mount Scopus when 1 was 19 years old. |
wanted to proceed as my father as an
agronomist and a scientist and-a farmer.”

The conversation turns to sheep breeds;

but, like so many incidental subjects in
Jerusalem, the words are heavy with
history. He talks of a 5,000-year-old
sculpture of a ram’s head which strongly
resembles the sheep on his property. “We

had the breed only in Israel, Jordan, Iraq -

and Syria. The only other place I saw the
same kind was in Mongolia because the
Mongols were in and out of this region for
200 years, and when they went back I

believe they took some of them back.” He'

is fascinated by the Mongolians’ milking of

mares. Has he drunk any fermented mare’s

milk? “I'm not going to admit to that —
because once I'admitted it and all the ultra
orthodox attacked me. So I denied it, of
course.” '

Twice seriously wounded in battie, Mr-

Sharon is fortunate to be alive, but*his
family has been blighted by accidental
tragedy which has had no connection to the

-region’s endless wars. His first wife,
Margalit, was killed in a car accident in

1962, and his 11-year-old son Gur died in a

shooting accident in 1967. The loss his’

second wife, Lily, Margalit’s sister, ta
cancer three years ago clearly haunts him.
Asked whether he felt the pain of the
many, many families torn asunder by war,

Mr Sharon appeared on the verge of
weeping as he fumbled with his glasses with .

his right hand and averted his gaze.
“I feel the pain. I feel the pain. There are

HEN FARRELL and ROBERT

%% B %

Parents have lost their children and
children have lost their parents.”

If working at home, he uses an office

whose shelves tell of his devotion to his late
wife, his admiration for David Ben Gurion,
the founding father of Israel, -and mostly

‘Hebrew texts. One of the few books in

English is a biography of Kemal Ataturk,
the founder of modern Turkey, which Mr
Sharon has fond memories of visiting a$ a
young man. He has particularly close
relations with the country’s outgoing prime
minister, Bulent Ecevit, whose party was
defeated in Sunday’s elections.

News of that defeat was brought to
Sharon during our interview. He ‘sighed
deeply, perhaps in sympathy for the defeat
of an ally (at 77, Mr Ecevit is of the same
generation), but also probably in realising
that Israel will have to deal with a new
government which has Islamic roots.

Relations with Europe as a whole are a
vexed issue. Britain aside, most countries on
the continent are, for him, far too
sympathetic to the Palestinian cause. On the
bloody war with the Palestinians, the central
issue of his Prime Ministership, he offers
alternately promise and ' threat, flexibility
and rigidity, optimism_and gloom. He offers
general support for the principles of Presid-
ent Bush’s road map toward peace — the

White House blueprint for a. provisional

Palestinian state by 2003 and a full state by
2005.  However, recént leaks from Mr
Sharon’s senior aides have cast serious dou-
bt on the prospects for progress on key
issues — notably calls for a freeze on Jewish
settlements on the West Bank and in Gaza,

. Settlements are arn issue with which Mr

Sharon is strongly identified, and when he

talks of them he becomes emotional and’
passionate. Asked whether he still hopes to”

see one million Jews living on the West

Bank — an ambition reportedly expressed

to President Carter in 1979 — aware of the
explosive implications such a quadrupling

-of the current number would have interna-
tionally, he responds: “I don’t remember

exactly what I said.”

‘whole families who have disappeared. Of the settlers themselves, regardéd by - ~—The Times, London.

S

much of the world and a sizeable chunk of
the Israeli population as a serious obstacle

“to hopes of peace or a viable Palestinian

state, he is proudly defensive, even fatherly,
describing them as “the frontline of our
defence against terror.”

~ He is prepared, he says, to make

compromises for a “permanent agrée-:
ment” but is vague on the vision for such a

- plan. The kernel of his plan -— the little he
- is prepared to reveal — is that the

traditional international proposal for. a
return to the 1967 Green Line boundaries

- will-not happen.

Of the: other “painful concessions” he
professes himself prepared to make, the

§ restissilence, “Once I say them that will be
[ thie start linie of the negotiation and I don’t

think that should be done.”

-~ On Yasser Arafat, the man many believe
‘Mr Sharon would prefer dead, he appears

to have softened his line somewhat; with no
mention of the recent White House and
Israeli pronouricements that he is “irrele-
vant”. While his wording may not appear
particularly sympathetic to Mr Arafat, the
Israeli leader’s. comments represent a
significant change.

“[Mr Arafat] must be disconnected
completely from ' the security/terror
organisation and of course he should be
fully disconnected from the control of the
financial side because as long as he controls
the financial side and the security
organisation controlling térror it’s very
hard to expect that there will be reforms.”
Such reforms, he explains, are an absolute
prerequisite for any form of Palestinian.
autonomy, which would be introduced in
phases, with statehood . the  final
destination. In order to reach the political

“process, there should be full cessation of

terror, hostilities and incitement.

“You ask me if we are going to hold the
sword all our lives. If we have to do it we
will do it, but I hope that it won’t be
necessary. There are those among the
Palestinians who understand that they will
not be able to achieve anything by force.
Those that are ready to speak peace, I am’
ready to talk and negotiate with...I am in
contact with them now.” T

The one flicker of annoyance during the
interview comes when he is asked whether
he would shake hands with Mr Arafat,
something he has always refused.to do,
having disapproved of the symbolic hand-.
shake when MrArafat and Yitzhak Rabin
were brought together at the White House:
“It’s not a matter of shaking hands. This
man is responsible for the murder of
thousands of people. I was a soldier for
many years — I know that in war civilians
suffer or are even killed. But their targets
are civilians. That is the problem.”

Mr Sharon, too, stands accused of being
responsible for civilian deaths, and is
acutely aware that this reputation will
survive his political passing. But he makes
clear that he is not about to leave the scene.
anytime soon, as has been expected by even
some of the canniest political analysts in
Israel. As he has aged, he has become more
certain that he, and he alone, can bring
peace to Israel, if not the region: “I believe
I will have to lead this nation still for
several years to give aniswers and solutions
to the issue of security, to the issue of the
political process...I am going to run for the -
next elections.” R :

Yet, if he loses the leadership of Likud or
his party loses the next election to Labour,
he has a romanticised yision of life as a
rustic retiree. “I am 74 years old. I don’t
have any further political ambitions, What -
can ong have more than to be the Prime

"Minister of the Jewish people?

“I'have decided to dedicate those several
years «[leading the nation] .to try and
accomplish the goals that [ have :
elaborated, before I go back to the farm to
take care of the cattle, to ride the horses, to
milk the sheep, to work on a tractor in the’

fields.”
/




W\ TURKEY / LANDSLIDE FOR ISLAMIST PARTY

vi;»‘\ Pro-West accent may stay

By Atul Aneja

ANKARA, Nov. 5. The landslide
victory for Turkey's pro-Islamic
Justice and Development Party
(AKP) in what is seen as a virtual
electoral rebellion against the
old guard on Sunday has fuelled
anxieties that the country’s sec-
ular credentials may be under
threat.

Strategically located on the
gates of Europe, Turkey, and es-
pecially its staunchly secular
and powerful military, sees itself
as a bulwark against the tide of
extremism that may be de-
scending from its Islamic neigh-
bourhood to the east. Out of 550
seats, the AKP has won 363, poll-
ing 34 percent of the votes, re-
sulting in an absolute majority
in Parliament.

Since Turkey’s electoral laws
demand that only parties that
secure 10 percent of the votes
qualify to enter Parliament, only
one other party, the Republican
People’s Party will find itself in
the legislature. Reeling under an
unending economic recession,
and with unemployment hover-
ing around two million, Turks in
these elections have routed all
the traditional parties that have
ruled the country in the last dec-
ade. The ballot purge has shown
the door to the political heavy-
weights — Bulent Ecevit, Tansu
Ciller, Mesut Yilmaz and Devlet
Bahceli.

Sunday’s election also shows
that Turkey has begun its transi-
tion to a new generation of lead-
ers, as the AKP’s head, Recep
Erdogan, is only 48 years old.
Despite apprehensions about
the future course that the AKP

might pursue, most analysts are
of the view that the party would
fall inline and will not, beyond a
point, deviate from the coun-
try’s already defined fundamen-
tals — its continuation within
the NATO, a look-West policy
symbolised in its aspiration to
enter the European Union and
persistence with the economic
reforms prescribed by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. In
fact, in a statement that cheered
the markets on Monday, Mr. Er-
dogan said his party would con-
tinue to follow the IMF
guidelines to bail out Turkey’s
ailing economy. Ilnur Cevik, the
chief editor of the English daily
Turkish Daily News is convinced
that the AKP, armed with an ab-
solute majority, will look to-
wards the West and may even
try to hasten Turkey’s entry into

HIGH HOPES: Supporters cheer Recep Tayyip Erdogan,

the E.U., as the anti-E.U. nation-
alist parties which were partners
in the earlier coalition govern-
ments will no longer hamper it.

The AKP, notwithstanding its
Islamic roots, is also expected to
remain well within Turkey’s de-
fined secular parameters. Re-
spect for Turkey’s “strategic”
choices is expected to enhance

the AKP’s chances of survival.

Analysts cite two additional rea-
sons to explain why an AKP
Government is expected to last
for a considerable length of
time.

First, the AKP is likely to reach
a clear understanding with the
Turkish establishment repre-
sented by the military. Second,
the military, on its part, may not
be too keen to rock the AKP’s
boat. Observers are of the view
that the AKP has received too

A

leader of the Justice and Development Party which won
the elections, in Ankara on Moﬂay. — AP

heavy a mandate in Sunday’s
elections and the Generals are
unlikely to act against the pop-
ular sentiment. Significantly, in
a move that has fuelled wide
speculation here, the military
chief, Hilmi Ozkok, left for
Washington on Monday wh
he is expected to megtr top
leaders.

CHE HINDD
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Z‘ TURKEY / POLL MAY RESULT IN HUNG PARLIAMEM

O

Islamlsts poised to make gal

A\

ANKAR®, NOV. 3. Amid expecta-
tions of a good showing by the
Islamist parties, Turkey today
witnessed crucial elections that
could bring political uncertain-
ty to the strategically located
nation.

Turkey's Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AKP) is expected
to get more than 30 percent of
the votes, which is nearly 10 per
cent above what its nearest ri-
val, the Republican People’s
Party (CHP) is expected to get.

Voters are likely to return a
hung Parliament, with most of
the traditional parties being vir-
tually wiped out in the polls,
mainly on account of the im-
mense hardship that the coun-
try’s deep economic crisis has
brought.

In fact, so active is the anti-
incumbency factor that the rul-
ing coalition led by Bulent Ece-
vit’s DSP party is not expected
to get more than 3 percent of
the votes. That means it will not
enter Parliament, as Turkey’s
electoral laws demand that par-
ties polling less than 10 percent
cannot enter the legislature.

Analysts see Sunday’s vote as
an expression of a clamouring
demand for a political overhaul.

Not surprisingly, new parties
that have not been tested be-
fore, and are therefore, relative-
ly untainted, are expected to do
well. The AKP was born only
last year, though it traces is
roots to the Refah and the Fazii-
let parties that Turkey’s

By Atul Aneja

staunchly secular establish-
ment had banned.

The newly-formed Young
Party, led by the youthful in-
dustrialist, Cem Uzan, may also
cross the 10 percent bench-
mark. The CHP led by Denis
Baykal, which traces its antece-
dents to modern Turkey’s foun-
der, Kemal Ataturk, is also
expected to do well.

While AKP’s absolute major-
ity in the polls cannot be ruled
out, it is likely that it will have
to seek coalition partners from
the rest of the 17 political par-
ties that are contesting elec-
tions. And here lie the roots of
political uncertainty.

As of now, the CHP has said
that it opposes cohabiting with
the AKP. That means, the AKP
might have to seek support
from the Young Party or the
veteran politician, Tansu Cill-
er’s True Path Party (DYP), if it
crosses the 10 percent mark.

The AKP’s emergence has al-
ready generated palpable ten-
sions within Turkey’s ruling
establishment that includes the
powerful and staunchly secular
military. Analysts point out the
influence of the military is par-
ticularly predominant in Tur-
key’s National Security Council.

Apprehending a threat from
the AKP, the Turkish establish-
ment is weighing the options
on banning it marginalising its
leader, Recep Erdogan.

The political developments
in Turkey in the next few
months are likely to be deter-
mined by the establishment’s

ISLAMIC ROOTS: The leader of the Justice and
Development Party, Tayyip Erdogan (centre), and his
wife, Emine Erdogan, greet supporters after casting

the vote in Istanbul on Sunday. — AFP

assessment, and that would pri-
marily mean the assessment of
military, of whether the new
government will respect the few
strategic choices that Turkey
has already made.

First, only a government that
remains firmly committed to
the principles of secularism has
a chance to remain in power for
long. The AKP or the coalition it
forms will have to pass that test.

Second, Turkey has been
looking Westwards towards in-
tegration with the European
Union.

A party with Islamic roots,
like the AKP, that tends to look !
hard Eastwards towards the Is-
lamic world, despite stating its
intent to join the E.U. would
immediately come  under
suspicion.

Third, a ruling coalition will
have to accept its status not just
as an ordinary member of the
NATO alliance, but also as a
frontline member of the grotip-
ing. That would mean provid-
ing air bases to the United
States in a possible attack
against Iraq.

CHE HINDL
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“Islamic party leads

in Turkey

By Atul Aneja }((O 3!

ANKARA, NOV. 1. With the world
watching intently, Turkey goes
for crucial polls on Sunday
whose significance will be felt
far beyond its domestic borders.
For the first time in its turbulent
history, elections are likely to
bring to power, a ruling coali-
tion led by a party, which has
clear Islamic roots.

Opinion polls show that the
newly formed Justice and De-
velopment Partly (AK), that has
a discreet but definite Islamic
identity, but has vowed to re-
spect Turkey's secular constitu-
tion fully is way ahead of its
rivals—the ruling Democratic
Left Party (DSP) and the Repub-
lican Peoples’ Party (CHP).
While a recent court verdict has
ruled out Recep Erdogan the
leader of the AK from contest-
ing, that, in all probability has
only improved the party’s
chances at the hustings.

Mr. Erdogan, a former mayor
of Istanbul is being barred from
contesting because of a 1998
conviction for violating Tur-
key's secular laws. But in case
the AK is returned to Parliament
in sufficient numbers, it could
legislate to annul the 1998 rul-
ing, eventually paving the way
for Mr. Erdogan’s emergence as
Prime Minister.

The rise of the AK raises sev-
eral questions. With the conser-
vatives puling some weight in
the party, how will it, in case it
formed the Government, influ-
ence Turkey's disposition to-
wards a likely U.S. led military
campaign in Iraq? Turkey has all
along been reluctant to back the
possible use of force for “regime
change” in Baghdad. Will Mr.
Srdogan’s party once in govern-
nent further harden Ankara’s

run-up
stance? Washlr gton kno \Ib(

Turkey’s cooperation is vital to
prise open u]:aq’s northern

gates.

Apart from the Incirlik base in
South, it has also requested use
of Turkish air bases in Diyarba-
kir—a stronghold of ethnic
Kurds and Malatya, where Is-
lamic parties are expected to do
well. Will the AK's emergence
dilute Turkey’s drive to inte-
grate itself in the European
Union? In other words, instead
of looking West, will Turkey be-
gin to turn towards the Islamic
heartland to the East? And will
the emergence of the AK see the
beginning of a transition of
staunchly secular Turkey to a
theocratic State? In all likeli-
hood, the answer to all these
questions, is no.

Sensitive to the deep inroads
of western culture in Turkey,
the AK has worked hard to pro- |
ject a palatable public image. In
fact, the party has gone to great r
lengths to distance itself from
stereotype Islamic symbols.

The party insignia bears a
light bulb. A high profile cam-
paign has in fact ensured that |
posters of the light bulb with i ]
Mr. Erdogan’s picture are on the
walls all over Ankara. |

Mr. Erdogan dresses up im- |
maculately in western style suits
and his party office is anything
but an extremist hideout.

Plush and well furnished, it
resembles, instead, a modern
corporate office. Mr. Erdogan
has repeatedly stressed that
even if given a choice, he would
oppose the imposition of Sharia
law in Turkey.

While firmly opposed to the |
formation of a theocracy, the AK |
however wants that religious J
faith should be respected. |

FE HINDG



¢sTHREAT TO IRAQ-I

9?’ b i A Limited Choice For Countries Like India

elationship of Islamic terrog-
Rsts throughout the world an

he Saudi Arabian busines
community is now well known.
The USA now wants to reduce the
tinancial power of Saudi Arabia by
reducing the price of oil, so that
the ability of Saudi Arabia to
project its power and the financial
support towards the Islamic
terrorists will be reduced.

The consequences for Russia
will be severe. After the destruc-
tion of Russian industries through
privatisation and economic re-
forms prescribed by the IMF and
the World Bank, Russia survives
on export earnings of petroleum,
diamond, and gold.

Threat from Putin

Reserves of these are so vast
that export earnings alone, if pro-
perly distributed, can give 150
million Russian people a very
comfortable standard of living for
the next few centuries. However,
that depends on the acceptable
price of oil in the international
market. If oil price will fall below
that, it will not be viable for any
company to produce oil in Russia.

According to Mikhail Khodor-
kovsky, president of the Yukos oil
company in Russia, $14 per barre!
is the Jower limit for any Russian
company to survive. The Russian
minister of energy Igor Tusufov
recently said that for the Russian
government, the price of oil
should be within the limit of $20 to
$25 per barrel. Otherwise, Russia
will fall in the debt trap of the
Western countries to such an
extent that her economic policy
will be dictated by them.

Why is it so important for the
US to undermine the economic
survival of Russia, which is no
longer a superpower as the Soviet
Union used to be? The answer is
the re-emerging power of Russia
under the new President Putin.
The previous President of Russia,
Yeltsin, who used to be a small-
town municipal chairman in
Ekaterinburg in eastern Siberia
until Gorbachov picked him up in

By DIPAK BASU

1985, was ignorant about the
international scene. He was daz-
zled by the sudden limelight and
surrendered completely to the
West. His economic advisers faith-
fully implemented every advice
given by the IMF and the World
Bank to destroy the economy and
the industrial power.

Putin, the former KGB chief in
East Germany, is highly educated,
an accomplished person with great
knowledge on international affa-

irs. He has no illusions about the
West and its advice.

Effective weapon

Under him, Russia has started
reasserting itself, started rebuild-
ing the economy with the help of
the export revenues of its vast pet-
roleum reserves. The Soviet
Union used to supply petroleum at
a highly subsidised price to her
republics outside Russia — now
independent countries, her East
European allies and some friendly
countries like Cuba, Vietnam,
Cambodia and India. Russia has
no such idealistic obligations; it is
exporting oil at the international

price. Given the currentw\{rld oil
price, within 10 years Russia can
easily rebuild its economy and
pose a real threat to the sole-
super-power status of the United
States.

Colin Powell, the US secretary
of states, said very clearly that in
the current US doctrine, no other
country would be allowed to ap-
proach the status of a superpower
except the USA. As the USA can-
not invade Russia, which is equally

Invasion of Iraq has a number of
aims; elimination of the weapons
of mass destruction is the most
unimportant of all.

The real purpose is to make
sure that the status of the United
States as the sole superpower can-
not be challenged by any religious
fanatics financed by the Middle
East oil producers or by a re-
surgent Russia.

Receiving end

The USA is less worried about
China, which depends on the
Western markets for her exports.
If the USA and her Western allies
close their doors on Chinese ex-
ports, the economy of China will
collapse. China may threaten
other Asian countries but it does
not threaten any Western interests
yet. It is still a poor developing
country, thus unable to be a super-
power for a very long time. Thus,
it is outside the threat perceptions
of the United States.

The choice for countries like
India is very limited. Given the
imperial ambitions of the United
States, if India submits to the new

American Empire its position

would be that of Armenia within
the Roman Empire, far away and
ignored. If India wants to maintain
its independent status, it has to

4-.<«collaborate with other like-mind-

strong with nuclear weapons, the
oil price is the very effective wea-
pon by which it can eliminate the
ability of Russia to reconstruct its
military-industrial muscle.

Russia will also lose more than
$26 billion it has invested in the
development of Iraq’s oil field.
Anglo-American oil companies
may not pay any compensation to
Russia. India and China will lose
similarly. India will lose in another
way. India’s ONGC has invested
heavily in the Russian oil field in
the Sakhalin island off Japan. If
the oil price drops to a very low
level, all these investments will be
unviable.

-ed nations who also want to main-

tain their sovereignty. It is unfor-
tunate at this crucial point of
world history India has no
effective foreign policy.

After the Anglo-American in-
vasion of Yugoslavia, Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee had commented,
“Kosovo has opened our eyes”.
However, now on the eve of the
invasion of Iraq his eyes are clos-
ed. The foreign policy of both the
BJP and the Congress are control-
led by ex-officers, who are good at
making statements on hindsight
but who have no strategic vision.
As a result, India will be at the re-
ceiving end of the impending dis-
aster which is unfolding in Iraq.

(Concludge)



~ Sharon woos
o Netanyah

Jerusalem, Nov. 1 (Reuters): Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon met his rival in the right-
wing Likud party, Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, today and offered him
the post of foreign minister, an
Israeli diplomatic source said.

The source said that during
the talks at Sharon’s ranch in
southern Israel Netanyahu had
asked for a follow-up meeting on
Sunday .

Netanyahu, a former Prime
Minister who has accused
Sharon of not employing tough
enough tactics against a Pales-
tinian uprising, was being con-
sidered for the post after the
Labour Party pulled out of
Sharon’s government earlier
this week.

“The talks lasted for 90 min-
utes and it was an excellent
meeting,” the Israeli source said.

Sharon asked Netanyahu to
join the government “on the
basis of the guidelines of the
current government and to work
together on the challenges fac-
ing Israel”, the source said.

The guidelines of the govern-
ment were hammered out by
Sharon and centre-left Labour
when the right-wing Prime Min-
ister took office in March, 2001,
and included a pledge not to
build new Jewish settlements in
the occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

Sharon has been trying to
cobble together a narrow majori-
ty for his government, which
was left with 55 out of Parlia-
ment’s 120 seats after Labour’s

departure. He was expec@d to
court other right-wing and ultra-
nationalist parties to fill the gap.

Netanyahu, 53, popularly
known as “Bibi”, has said he will
challenge Sharon in the yet to be
scheduled Likud leadership elec-
tion, a goal that could stop him
accepting the foreign ministry
post.

He might accept Sharon’s
offer, but only on condition that
they reach adeal on Netanyahu’s
next move in domestic politics.

Palestinians have already ex-
pressed alarm at Sharon’s offer
of the defence portfolio to for-
mer army chief Shaul Mofaz,
who has advocated expelling
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat.

Netanyahu has also called for
Arafat’s ouster and if they both
join the government, Sharon
would probably be caught be-
tween their hawkish views and
fierce US opposition to such a
move.

Cabinet minister Danny
Naveh said Sharon would begin
formal talks on Sunday with
prospective partners in a narrow
government following the col-
lapse of his broad coalition on
Wednesday, when the Labour
Party quit over funding for Jew-
ish settlements.

Ultranationalists who oppose
trading occupied land for peace
and support unlimited Jewish
settlement on territory Israel
captured in the 1967 Middle East
war are among those Sharon will
be courting.

*HE TZLEGRAPL
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VOTE ON MONDAY -

Sharon courts far right party

) A

JERUSALEM, OCT. 31. The Israeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, on
Thursday tried to rebuild his
Government left in shambles by
the departure of the centre-left
Labor Party, and was expected to
court ultranationalists opposed
to a peace deal with the Palesti-
nians.

The political instability in Is-
rael bodes ill for a new U.S.-
backed peace plan, and Palesti-
nian officials say they fear a
Government stacked with har-
dliners will adopt even tougher
policies in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

After Labor quit on Wednes-
day because of a dispute over
funding for Jewish settlements in
the 2003 state budget, Mr. Sha-
ron was left with a minority Gov-
ernment that controls only 55
seats in the 120-member Parlia-
ment.

The Opposition might not
muster 61 legislators needed to
topple the Government, but it
will become increasingly difficult
for Mr. Sharon to govern. ‘“Sha-
ron will now learn what coalition
hell looks like, with all the de-
mands, the blackmail and the
threats,” wrote the commenta-
tor, Shalom Yerushalmi in the
Yediot Ahronot daily.

The main target of Mr. Sha-
ron’s efforts is National Union-
Israel Beitenu, a far-right group-
ing of seven legislators who

W
oppose an} egotiations with the
Palestinians and advocate settle-
ment expansion in the West Bank
and Gaza. The Maariv daily re-
ported that Mr. Sharon has of-
fered the faction’s leader, Avigdor
Lieberman, the post of Foreign or
Finance Minister. However, the
report could not be confirmed in-
dependently. Mr. Sharon offered
the Defence portfolio vacated by
the Labor leader, Binyamin Ben-
Eliezer, to former army chief,

Shaul Mofaz, who led large-scale
offensives against Palestinian
militants and advocated the
ouster of the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat. Gen. Mofaz left the
army in July when his four-year
term was up. A Sharon aide said
on Thursday that Gen. Mofaz
has accepted the Defence post.
Mr. Sharon’s next test will
come on Monday when Parlia-
ment votes on a humber of no-
confidence motions. — AP

IN HIS DEFENCE: The Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon
(right), with the former Army chief, Gen. Shaul Mofaz,
who has agreed to become the Defence Minister,
in this recent file photo.
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Islamists
secularists gal

in Bahrain poll
w0

om Bahrain’s first Legis- \

lative \elections in nearly 30
years showed a mix of secularist
and Islamic candidates winning
seats, with two women securing
places in run-off polls, officials
said on Friday.

The election was a milestone
for women as it marked the first
time they had been empowered
to vote and run for national of-
fice in a Gulf Arab nation.

It was also a defeat for a boy-
cott campaign that had argued
the political reform process did
not go far enough.

The Justice Ministry said that
19 candidates had been elected
to the 40-seat Parliament, in-
cluding three who ran unop-
posed. The remaining 21 seats
will be decided in run-off elec-
tions scheduled for Oct. 31.

No woman won outright in
Thursday's polls, but two wom- ;
en are among the 42 candidates
who will contest the run-offs.

The elections themselves
were celebrated as a major step
toward democracy in Bahrain, a
tiny island kingdom in a region
dominated by traditional rulers.
Hundreds of Bahrainis drove
around the capital in the dark
hours of Friday morning after
Information Minister Nabil al-
Hamer said the turnout was
53.2 per cent.

The turnout was a slight im-
provement on the 51 per cent
recorded in the municipal elec-
tions in May.

Sheik Ali Salman, the leader
of the Shiite Muslim group that
spearheaded the boycott call,
Al-Wefaq National Islamic So-
ciety, conceded on Friday that
the elections were “fair over-
all.” “I congratulate the king on
this democratic initiative,” Mr.
Salman said, speaking to The
Associated Press on the phone
from  neighbouring  Qatar,
where he flew on Friday morn- |
ing for a television broadcast. |

People took to the streets of |
Manama blaring car horns and |
1
I

waving national flags and post- |
ers of the king, Sheik Hamad bin |
Isa Al Khalifa. — AP |



fraq urges UN to

v

Baghdagd/ United Nations,
October 94

TRAQ SAYS the United Nations
must stand up to Washington
and stop its attempt to push
through a Security Council res-
olution which Baghdad has
likened to a declaration of war.

The United States intro-
duced its draft resolution on
Iraqi disarmament to the full
15-member UN Security Coun-
cil on Wednesday, aiming to put
it to a vote as early as next
week,

Russia immediately opposed
the US text, which has been
toned down from earlier ver-
sions, and France raised strong
reservations but Britain said it
would be a co-sponsor.

China reserved judgement
on the new draft on Thursday,
the day before Chinese Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin's meeting
with US President George
Bush at his ranch in Texas.
Bush is expected to seek Chi-
na’s acquiescence for possible
military action against Irag.

The draft resolution, aimed at
ridding Iraq of weapons of mass
destruction, still opens the way
to war. Irag denies having
weapons of mass destruction.

Wednesday’s revised text
drops explicit authorisation for
military action if Iraq does not
comply with UN arms inspec-

stand uptoUS o

tions but declares Iraqg in “ma-
terial breach” of UN resolu-
tions and threatens “serious
consequences”.

Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji
Sabri said the US draft resclu-
tion was akin to a declaration
of war on both Baghdad and
the United Nations.

“The United States wants to
create justifications for attack-
ing Iraq with a new resolution
and this draft resolution pre-
sented by the United States,
which it amended for the
worse, is an insult to the United
Nations and the international
community,” he told Qatar’s al-
Jazeera television.

“This draft resolution is a
flagrant violation of the United
Nations and akin to war
against the United Nations. For
when the will and decisions of
the United Nations are twist-
ed...what is meant is an attack
on the venerability of the UN.”

In Baghdad, the Iraqgi foreign
ministry said there was no
need for the Security Council
to adopt a new resolution be-
cause all mechanisms were al-
ready in place to start weapons
inspections.

“The United States does not
want the inspectors to return
because they will expose its
lies and allegations against
Irag,” the statement said.

Rys
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security council mem-
{ bers—Russia, China
and France—opposed
the new US draft resolu-
tion on disarming lragq,
Washington has made it
clear there is no use in
having a “pointless reso-
Colin Powell lution” which could
make Baghdad “sit back and smile”
fearing no “consequences.”

The three permanent members of
the security council were opposed to the
draft as they think it contained lan-
guage which Washington could use to
attack Iraq without seeking explicit au-
thorisation from the council.

Sounding tough, US secretary of
state Colin Powell said that Washington
was still ready to listen to reservations
of other members of the council which
meets tomorrow but Iraq cannot be al-

“New US drafton Iraq

\4 0 L YT
United Nations: Even as three key UN wlowed@“sit back gnd smile” if it fail

NS

in its obligations of dismantling al
weapons of mass destruction.

“When they get back together on Fri-
day, members will come forward with
ideas and we will listen to those ideas,”
Mr Powell told reporters on Wednesday
in Cabo San Lucas (Mexico) on the side-
lines of the Asia Pacific Economic Co-
operation forum meeting, “but we can-
not walk away from basic principles, it
cannot just be another pointless resolu-
tion that Iraq can sit back and smile at
in the knowledge that there will be no
consequences, that is unacceptable and
the US will not accept that,” he said.

“We want to give (weapons) inspec-
tors what they need to do the job, and
that job has to be the disarmament of
Iraq,” Mr Powell said.

The US dropped its initial demand
for explicit authorisation of war if
weapons inspectors are obstructed. But

faces opposition

\0

the draft finds Iraq in “material breach™
of the council resolutions and threatens
it with “serious consequences” if it
fails to cooperate with inspectors. \
This, according to Russia, is the hid-
den trigger which the United States
could use to start military action.
Moscow, Paris and Beijing want the
council to adopt a second resolution giv-
ing explicit authorisation for military
action if Iraq fails to cooperate.
American UN ambassador John Ne-
groponte expressed the hope that the
council would move quickly to vote but
diplomats said it could not happen be-
fore next week. The council will hear
the views of chief weapons inspector
Hans Blix tomorrow which might influ-
ence the decision the members take.
Britain co-sponsored the draft that was
introduced rather suddenly even as ne-
gotiations were on between five perma-
nent veto-wielding members. eni /

"HE TIMES OF INDuk

i
i



“fsraeli police storm mosque

JERUSALEM, OCT. 4. Israeli police
stormed the main mosque com-
pound in the heart of Jerusalem
on Friday and fired stun gre-
nades after Muslim worship-
pers threw rocks at Jews praying
at the Western Wall below, po-
lice said.

About 50 police officers
stormed the compound, the
most hotly contested site in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The
officers later withdrew, Israel
Radio said.

Police said there were no re-
ports of injuries or damage.

Police said they acted after
several dozen youths began
throwing rocks at police officers
at an entrance to the mosque
compound and some rocks fell
on Jewish worshippers below.

Islamic authorities calmed
the crowd and moved them
away from the area above the
Western Wall. Muslim worship-
pers later began to leave the ar-
€a.

The Western Wall below the
mosques is a last remaining
structure of the ancient Jewish
Temple, and is widely consid-
ered the most important site for
Jewish worship.

The Haram as-Sharif above
includes the Al Aqsa and Dome
of the Rock mosques and is con-
sidered the third holiest site of
Islam. The compound is revered
by Muslims as the Haram as-
Shart, or Noble Sanctuary, and
Jews as the Temple Mount
and both sides have acted with
relative restraint at the area in

Israeli policemen take position in the Al-Aqsa Mosque

compound in Jerusalem’s old town on Friday. — Reuters

recent months, despite a two-
year uprising by Palestinians
against Israel. The uprising be-
gan on Sept. 28, 2000, with Arab
protests over a visit to the Ha-
ram as-Sharif by now-Prime

-

DG 5

Minister Ariel Sharon, who was
trying to emphasise Israel’s
claim of sovereignty to the area.
Police also entered the mosque
compound on March 29 to halt
stone-throwing. — AP
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“US abstains in UN"Israel vote

United Nations, Sept 24 \(&

THE UNITED States ab-
stained in a UN Security
Council resolution on Tues-
day demanding that Israel
stop its siege of Yasser
Arafat’s compound, there-
by allowing the measure to
go into force,

The resolution, approved
by the other 14 council me-
‘mbers after 11 hours of ne-
gotiations, also called on
the Palestinian Authority
to ensure that those respon-
sible for terrorist acts were
brought to justice.

The US has killed similar
measures in the past by us-
ing its veto power in the
council. But diplomats said
Washington decided against
doing so inorder not to alien-
ate Arab opinion during its
campaign against Iraq.

“The resolution that we've
adopted this evening was
flawed in our view in that it
failed to explicitly condemn
the terrorist groups and
those who provide them with
political cover, support and
safe haven in perpetuating
conflict in West Asia,” US
representative James Cun-
ningham said.

The US refused to vote
for the new resolution be-
cause it did not name the
Syrian-based Islamic Jihad
and Hamas groups as re-
sponsible for bombings in

REUTERS
Relatives mourn at the funeral of two men who were killed on Tuesday marning with
seven other Palestinians when Israeli tanks raided Gaza.

Israel last week. Those de-
mands were contained in a

draft resolution Washing-
ton proposed on Monday.

The text was negotiated
by Britain and France,
which sponsored it along
with Bulgaria, Ireland and
Norway. It “demands that
Israel immediately cease
measures in and around
Ramallah, including the de-
struction of Palestinian in-
frastructure”.

It also demands the “ex-
peditious withdrawal of Is-
raeli occupying forces” fro-
m Palestinian cities toward
positions held prior to Sep-
tember 2000, the date of a
Palestinian uprising that
has cost more than 2,000
lives. Israeli forces wrecked
Arafat’s headquarters com-
plex in Ramallah last
Thursday after two suicide
bombings killed seven peo-
ple in Israel in the past
week and shattered a six-
week lull in such attacks.

Reuters

Gazq City, September 24

‘ dead ahd 24 injured, officials said.

ISRAELI TROOPS armed with
tanks and helicopters stormed inta
(aza City early this morning, spark

 Ing violent clashes with Palestinian

gunmen that left nine Palestinians
The incursion, which reached as

far as one kilometre into Gaza City,

was one of the most violent sihce Is-

" raeli forces began a series of opera-

tions in thecity in April, witnesses
said. The soldiers also blew up a
metals factory in the city

The army confirmed thata n

At Gaza C ty s Shifa

fof the alAqaa martyrs

mrther #Nine people have been

Ckilled and more than 24 injured due

to the engoing, attacks today against
two residential neighbourhoods by
the occupation army that used ma-
chine puns from helicopters and
tank shells” Dy Moawia Hassax:fin

brigades
militia, Kishkho dieﬂ of wounds
suffered from tank shell explosion.
The éncursion into the Shejla

tary operation was underway In  ian

Gaza and said 1o soldiers had been
injfured, but declined to comment |
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ISRAEL’S CONTINUING SIEGE of the Palesti-
nian Authority President, Yasser Arafat, in his

.office in Ramallah is a matter of grave concern.
‘With the demolition of other buildings in Mr.
‘Arafat’s headquarters compound having been
suspended, the danger that the Palestinian
‘leader could be grievously hurt if the building
.in which he is encircled suddenly collapses has

abated somewhat. While the life of Mr. Arafat
might not be currently under threat, Israel still

‘bears responsibility for pushing the confronta-

tion to a point where it could have run totally
out of control. As it is, the Palestinian people
have taken to the streets, in numbers not seen
for the past few months and in defiance of the
Israeli forces which are occupying the territo-
ries, to protest against the threat to their leader
and the fifty or so officials who are trapped
with him. In the past, Israel has not demon-
strated any measure of restraint in its methods
of dealing with street protests and if its re-
sponse in the current phase follows the usual
pattern, all conditions would be set in place for
yet another escalation of the unending spiral of
violence. The decision to impose a siege on Mr.
Arafat was implemented after a Palestinian sui-
cide bomber killed six people in Tel Aviv last
week but there are reasons to believe that it
was taken earlier. Israel’s leadership has not
bothered to conceal its intention to intensify
the pressure on Mr. Arafat till he feels he has no
choice but leave the territories. The ongoing
siege is now apparently being considered as a
means to accomplish this purpose. While Israel
has demanded that Mr. Arafat surrender a doz-
en men who are on its list of terrorist suspects
(these men are currently entrapped in the Ra-
mallah building), it is probable that the fulfil-
ment of this demand will not induce Israel to
abandon its plans to oust the Palestinian lead-

er. Mr. Arafat has decla:ed that he would

hand over the wanted men. Neither does thé
Israeli demand appear very logical since these
men are members of Fatah while Hamas has
claimed responsibility for last week’s suicide at-
tack. Israel’s decision to direct its anti-terrorism
drive against Fatah — which has still not reject-
ed the possibility of a negotiated settlement —
while apparently ignoring Hamas (which de-
nies Israel’s right to exist) is difficult to under-
stand in the best of circumstances. It is all the
more difficult to understand after Fatah had,
just a few days ago, given a firm commitment to
refrain from attacks on Israeli civilians. While
Israel’s Government does have the duty to save
its people from the threat of terrorism, many of
the measures it has taken so far, and which it
continues to take, are more likely to produce
the opposite effect. Last week’s attack was the
first major terrorist strike in over a month and
this relative lull was attributable as much to a
change of mood amongst the Palestinian peo-
ple as to an enhanced efficiency on the part of
Israel’s security forces. This change of mood
was signified by the fact that Palestinian opin-
ion-makers had begun to rigorously examine
the efficacy of the violent methods used by the
militant groups. It was also reflected in the
gathering momentum for democratic reform
which was displayed in the Palestinian legisla-
ture’s decision to not approve Mr. Arafat’s
hand-picked Cabinet. Israel could have cre-
atively exploited these developments so as to
provide space for a Palestinian leadership that
still declares its readiness to participate in ne-
gotiations that will lead to a final settlement.
Instead, even during the period of relative
quiet, Israel has persisted with its policy of sup-
pressing the Palestinian people and their lead-

ers.
//
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WEST ASIA / VIOLENT PROTESTS IN PALESTINIAN TOWNS

Israel tightens S|ege on Arafat

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), SEPT. 22. Vio-
lent Street protests in support of
the Palestinian leader, Yasser
Arafat, swept through key Pal-
estinian strongholds as the
stand-off between Mr. Arafat
and Israeli authorities contin-
ued unabated. Israeli forces
have tightened Mr. Arafat’s en-
circlement in his Ramallah of-
fice compound, in which all
buildings, except one, in which
the 73-year-old Palestinian
leader has been besieged have
been destroyed.

Israeli defence forces on Sun-
day tore down a Governor’s of-
fice and meeting hall next to the
Palestinian leader’s office bloc.
Israel says it laid siege to Mr.
Arafat’s compound in order to
seek the surrender of 19 mili-
. tants, which it alleges have been
involved in acts of terrorism
and are at this time holed up
with Mr. Arafat.

Israel mounted pressure on
Mr. Arafat after a suicide bomb-
ing killed six Israelis in a bus
earlier this week. Israeli has
maintained that it will not harm
Mr. Arafat, but will continue to
enforce the siege till the 19 al-
leged terrorists out of the 50
who are with Mr. Arafat in his
compound are in its custody.

According to one view, Israel
is deliberately "mounting pres-

o

The Palestinian Preside!

sure on Mr. Arafat in order to
force him to leave the Palesti-
nian territories without taking
the provocative step of deport-
ing him on its own. Israeli de-
fence officials said on Sunday
that they had no intention of
holding negotiations for the re-
lease of the 50 individuals who
have been encircled.

Mr. Arafat, on his part, has

e
[ T
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, Yasser Arafat,
in his besleged office in Ramailah in this
picture handed out by his office on
Sunday. — Reuters

been defiant to
the Israeli
moves. “I hope
God will grant
me the honour
of martyrdom.
No one will be
handed over to
Israel,” Ahmed
Tibi, an Arab
member of Is-
rael's Parlia-
« ment, quoted
¢ Mr. Arafat, cit-
ing a telephone
' conversation

with him. In a
written  state-
ment released
by the Palesti-
nian news agen-
cy WAFA, Mr.
© Arafat said: “We
y are ready for
peace but not
for capitulation
and we will not
give up Jerusa-
lem or a grain of
our soil which are guaranteed to
us by international law.” Thou-
sands, meanwhile, defying Is-
raeli curfew restrictions, took to
demonstrations in support of

ffled by Israeli
a rally in Ramal-
them a Voice of Pal-

estine radio journalist.
Elsewhere in the West Bank,
two demonstrators were killed
and 15 others were wounded in
the West Bank and Gaza by Is-
raeli forces. Israeli military
sources said the army shot and
killed two Palestinian gunmen
during street protests near Na-
blus.

The demonstrations began
shortly after the Israeli army
gave Mr. Arafat’s bureau an ulti-
matum to come out with their
hands up as the army planned
to blow up the building, next to
the leader’s office. Israeli troops
on Sunday re-imposed curfew
in all West Bank cities except
Bethlehem. ,

Mr. Arafat also called for in-
ternational intervention and
telephoned the Saudi Crown
Prince Abdullah and Malaysia’s
Prime Minister, Mahathir Mo-
hammad.

The European Union Foreign
Policy Chief, Javier Solana, said
he conveyed to Israel his “great-
est concerns about the situation
and particularly the siege of the
Palestinian leadership.”

The White House called on
Israel to consider the fall-out of
its actions but also said it had a
right to defend itself against S}a/
cide bombings.

Israel so far has defied all in-
ternational pressure that has
been mounted on it.
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W. ASIA / CALL TO HALT ATTACKS

©o ~\A
Israel flattens |

Arafat offices.

RAMALLAH (WEST BANK), SEPT. 21.
Explosions rocked the Palesti-
nian Authority President, Yasser
Arafat’s besieged headquarters
and showered the frail leader
with debris on Saturday, as Is-
raeli troops flattened every
main building around him with
explosives, tanks and bulldoz-
ers.

Mr. Arafat, a few aides and
about 20 men wanted by Israel
were pinned to a few rooms ina
wing of the office building —
the only main structure left
standing in the once sprawling
complex.

As bulldozers and tanks pul-
verised much of his command
centre, Mr. Arafat issued a new
appeal to Palestinian militants
to stop attacks in Israel; the as-
sault on his compound came in
retaliation for a Tel Aviv bus at-
tack that killed six people.

Mr. Arafat accused the Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon, of using
the attacks as a pretext for ex-
tracting concessions from the
Palestinians by force. “We are
ready for peace, not for capitu-
lation and we will not give up
Jerusalem or a grain of our soil
from our homeland, Palestine,”
Mr. Arafat said.

The White House and the Eu-
ropean Union have urged Israel
not to go too far in its reprisal.

Israel’s Defence Minister, Bi-
nyamin Ben-Eliezer, said on
Friday he wanted to isolate Mr.
Arafat, but not harm or expel
him. He reiterated the message
on Saturday in a phone call with
Mr. Arafat’s deputy, Mahmoud
Abbas, Israeli media reports
said.

Ghassan Khatib, the Palesti-
nian Labour Minister, con-
firmed that Palestinian officials
were in contact with Israel, the
U.S. and the European Uhion in
hopes of ending the stand-off.
Mr. Khatib said he did not be-
lieve Israel would relent. “We
believe that Israel is moving
ahead in a systematic way in
achieving its objectives of dis-
mantling the Palestinian Au-
thority,” he said.

Israel has said troops would

X1 HENDD

with Mr. Arafat have surren-
dered. “The compound contin-
ues to be the nerve centre of
Palestinian terrorism,” Arieh
Mekel, an official in the Israeli
Foreign Ministry, said on Satur-
day. “The people who are there
continue to disseminate orders
and to send terrorists to attack
Israeli citizens.”

Leading Israel’s list of wanted
men believed to be in the com-
pound is Tawfik Tirawi, the Pal-
estinian intelligence chief in the
West Bank. Israel says Mr. Tira-
wi was involved in shooting at-
tacks that killed at least six
Israelis and has also funnelled
money to militiamen.

Israeli TV reports said the ob-
jective of the assault goes be-
yond flushing out the wanted
men. Israel TV's Channel Two,
citing Defence officials, said the

|

i
|

goal was to confine Mr. Arafat to |
a tiny area in difficult condi- -

tions and prompt him to seek
exile. Mr. Arafat has said he
would never leave the Palesti-
nian lands.

Israel’'s security establish-
ment is divided over whether to
expel Mr. Arafat. Mr. Sharon fa-
vours the idea, but for now has
deferred to Mr. Ben-Eliezer and
his security chiefs, who argue
that ousting the Palestinian
leader will only boost his stand-
ing.

Mr. Arafat’s aides said he has
been in danger during the Is-
raeli assault, which was
launched on Thursday evening,
just hours after the Tel Aviv bus
bombing.

On Saturday, five explosions
rocked the compound, and
aides said there was concern the
building to which Mr. Arafat is
confined might collapse. A pho-
tographer holed up alongside
Mr. Arafat said a tank shell
slammed into the floor above
them early on Saturday, show-
ering Mr. Arafat with dust and
debris but not wounding him.

“President Arafat and those
with him are in danger,” a key
aide, Nabil Abu Rdeneh, said on
Saturday, appealing for imme-
diate international interven-

+ion. — AP
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,/"?/I/Saghdad not to accept new Security Council resolution

Iraq to stand

0 G4

HASSAN HAFIDH

Baghdad, Sept. 21 (Reuters):
Iraq said today it would not ac-
cept any new UN Security Coun-
cil resolution that runs contrary
to an agreement reached with
UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan.

“Irag announces that it will
not cooperate with a new resolu-
tion which is different from what
has been agreed upon with the
(UN) Secretary-General,” said a
statement issued following a
meeting of top Iraqi leaders
chaired by President Saddam
Hussein.

The statement carried by
state-run Baghdad radio gave no
details of the agreement Irag
had reached with Annan.

The US and Britain have
stepped up pressure on the Secu-
rity Council to adopt a tough
new Iraq resolution before any
resumption of UN arms inspec-
tions to search for weapons of
mass destruction.

British UN

non-permanent members of the
15-nation Security Council yes-
terday to lobby for a new resolu-
tion demanding unfettered ac-
cess for the arms experts and
spelling out the consequences if
Baghdad failed to cooperate with
the inspection teams.

Baghdad with military action if
it does not allow the uncondi-
tional return of the inspectors.
The Iraqi statement said the
Iraqi move was in reaction to at-
tempts by “American officials
who are trying to issue bad reso-
lutions through the UN Security

Washington has threatened Council”. Iraq agreed this week

We are prepared: Franks

Kuwait, Sept. 21 (Reuters): The top US officer in the region said
today his troops were prepared for action against Iraq if President
George W. Bush decided to go to war.

“We are prepared to undertake whatever activities we might be di-
rected to take by our nation,” US army Gen. Tommy Franks told a
news conference in Kuwait. When asked if Central Command forces
needed more time to prepare for a war against Iraq or if they were
ready for immediate action, the four-star commander said: “We are
prepared to do whatever we are asked to do.”

Franks insisted the President had not taken a final decision on
launching a campaign against Iraq but stressed Washington would
not accept a continuation of the status quo on Iraq. “The only course
of action that is not available to us is to continue the course of action
that we have seen over the last 11 years” since the 1991 Gulf War
ended Irag’s seven-month occupation of Kuwait, Franks said.

He headed a meeting in Kuwait of Central Command top officers,
who are in charge of operations in a region which includes Iragq.

by Annan pact

to the unconditional return of
the UN arms inspectors, who left
in December 1998, just before a
US-British bombing blitz to pun-
ish Baghdad for its alleged fail-
ure to cooperate with them.

Russia and France, both per-
manent members of the UN Se-
curity Council with veto powers,
have expressed.doubt about the
need for a new resotution, com-
plicating US Prbident George W.
Bush’s desire for quick action
against Baghdad.

Baghdad radio said today’s
meeting was attended by Iraqi of-
ficials including Vice-President
Taha Yassin Ramadan, deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, Revo-
lutionary Command Council
member Ali Hassan al-Majeed
and foreign minister Naji Sabri.

It said Sabri briefed the oth-
ers on his participation at the
UN General Assembly meetings.

Sabri delivered a speech by
Saddam to fhe Assembly in
which he declared Irag had no
weapons of mass destruction
and accused the US of fabricat-

ing excuses to attack his country. |
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w'“ WEST ASIA / ARAFAT'S BODYGUARD SHOT DEAD -4
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Israell troops blow up PA buildings

RAMALLAH (WEST BANK), SEPT. 20. Israeli sol-
diers blew up three buildings in the com-
pound of the Palestinian Authority
President, Yasser Arafat, on Friday, rocking
the office where he was holed up and send-
ing huge clouds of grey smoke into the air.
Israeli snipers also killed a bodyguard of
Mr. Arafat.

The assault with tanks and bulldozers
came in retaliation for a Tel Aviv bus bomb-
ing that killed six people on Thursday.

Israel’s Defence Minister, Binyamin Ben-
Eliezer, said he wanted to isolate the Pal-
estinian leader, but not harm or expel him.
Bulldozers began digging a deep trench
near Mr. Arafat’s office building, one of the
last structures to remain standing in the
sprawling complex.

Throughout the night, troops using loud-
speakers called on wanted men in the com-
pound to surrender. In all, 20 men gave
themselves up throughout the night, walk-
ing in single file with their arms raised, and
were taken into custody. However, several
senior Palestinian officials sought by Israel,
including the intelligence chief in the West
Bank, were not among them.

Mr. Ben-Eliezer said troops would not
leave until all the wanted men had surren-
dered, but would not use force to arrest
them. “In terms of the Chairman,” Mr.
Ben-Eliezer said, referring to Mr. Arafat,
“we have no intention of expelling him or
firing at him. We want to isolate him.”

Yet Mr. Arafat’s aides said he was in
grave danger, noting that his office shook
badly with one of the explosions. “They
(soldiers) continue blowing up buildings
around us,” said an adviser, Nabil Abu Rde-
neh.

Despite the Israeli assault, the third since
March, Mr. Arafat was in relatively good
spirits, those around him said. He was kept
ight by the sound of shooting
and bytldozers toppling walls, but perform-

The Israeli army blows up a building in the Palestinian President, Yasser Arafat’s

Ramallah compound

ed the Friday prayer — the highlight of the
Muslim week — in his office before taking
an afternoon nap. Water and electricity had
not been cut, unlike in earlier raids.
Throughout the day, Mr. Arafat spoke to
several Arab leaders, who told him they
would seek an emergency session of the
U.N. Security Council to discuss a demand
for an immediate Israeli withdrawal, said
Mr. Rdeneh. In the Gaza Strip, Israeli tanks
backed by helicopter gunships raided a Ga-
za City neighbourhood and blew up several
metal workshops the army said were used
for making weapons. A 25-year-old woman

on Friday. — Reuters

was killed by helicopter fire as she stood on
her balcony, and a 35-year-old man was

killed by tank fire while he walked near his !

house, witnesses said. The man was men-
tally handicapped, his family said.

The latest incursions came after a rare
emergency session of the Israeli Cabinet
late on Thursday. Ministers put the blame
for the Tel Aviv bombing on Mr. Arafat, say-
ing he established a “‘coalition of terror.”

The Islamic militant group, Hamas,
claimed responsibility for the bombing in a
leaflet sent to the Arab satelli
Jazeera. — AP
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Sharon, rejects tryce

JERUSALEM, SEPT. 18. Israel tur&
ed down a Palestinian offer
halt attacks on civilians as the
first stage of a gradual truce,
and the Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, said on Wednesday he
would settle for nothing less
than a “total cessation” of vio-
lence.

In new attacks blamed on

Palestinians, an Israeli motorist
was killed in a West Bank shoot-
ing and the burned body of a
Jewish settler was found in a
West Bank garbage dump. It
marked the first time since Aug.
5 that Israeli civilians were
killed.

Also on Wednesday, an
armed Palestinian was shot
dead by Israeli troops in the
West Bank, and the body of a
suspected Palestinian informer
was found in an olive grove.

In the Gaza Strip, the army
closed a road between Gaza City
and a smaller town, saying it
was trying to prevent attacks on
Jewish settlement from the ar-
ea.

The dispute over the terms of
a truce came as the Israeli For-
eign Minister, Shimon Peres,
and the Palestinian Planning
Minister, Nabil Shaath, met on
Tuesday senior West Asia
mediators, on the sidelines of

T LUINDy,

the U.N. General Assembly in
New York. The so-cailed Quar-
tet of mediators — consisting of
officials from the U.S., the Unit-
ed Nations, the European
Union and Russia — expressed
support for a roadmap to Pal-
estinian statehood within three
years, but did not agree on a de-
tailed plan.

The Palestinian leader, Yasser
Arafat, said he hoped there
would be an immediate Israeli
withdrawal from Palestinian ar-
eas so reforms can be imple-
mented.

Suicide attack

Meanwhile, a suicide bomber
blew himseif up at a bus stop in
northern Israel, killing himself
and injuring at least three peo-
ple, police and TV reports said.

The blast went off during af-
ternoon rush hour near the Is-
raeli Arab town of Umm
el-Fahm. A witness said he was
sitting in a restaurant near the
bus stop when the blast went
off. “Suddenly, we heard a huge
explosion. We saw a police car
which had been damaged from
the rear. The body of the terror-
ist was simply cut in two,” he
told Israel Radio. There was no
immediate claim of responsib-
ility. — AP
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Iraq agrees to unconditional

o

)

UNITED NATIONS, SEPT. 17. Under
the threat of military action by
the United States and pressure
from the Arab states, Iraq has
agreed to admit United Nations
weapons inspectors without
conditions. But the U.S. has ex-
pressed scepticism about Bagh-
dad’s willingness to allow a real
search for weapons of mass de-
struction.

Other nations on Tuesday
cautiously welcomed the Iraqi
about-face. Russia and China,
who hold veto power in the
U.N. Security Council, said it
was a victory for concerted in-
| ternational efforts. “Now our

/

main task is to ensure that the
inspectors can get to Iraq as
soon as possible and start their
work,” the Russian Foreign
Minister, Igor Ivanev, said.

In Baghdad, the Iraqi Deputy
Prime Minister, Tariq Aziz, said
the weapons inspectors should
complete their work “within a
reasonable time” to facilitate
the lifting of sanctions. He said
the U.S. may still be looking for
a reason to attack Iraq.

“If the inspectors come and
act honestly, professionally...
they can reach the truth within
a reasonable time. But if the
Americans are using this as a

weapons inspections +* 4

pretext, they might u:be/lome

other way in order to commit ar
aggression against Iraq.”
Earlier, Mr. Aziz said Wash-
ington’s sole goal was to dom:
inate oil in the Persian Gul
region. He called upon the U.N
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan
to monitor inspectors closely tc
ensure that they did not over-
step their mission. He said Iraq
hoped that the return of the in-
spectors ‘“‘will lead as soon as
possible to the lifting of sanc-
tions and normalising the situa-
tion.” — AP
Not enough, says
U.S.: Page 14
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(West Bank)
Palestinian
President
Yasser Arafat
on Wednesday
called presi-
dential and
legislative
W, clections for
e January 20 un-
Y.Arafat  der interna-
tional and domestic pressure
to reform his government.
The move, announced by
the parliamentary speaker,
turned Arafat’s administra-
tion into a transitional gov-
ernment and some Palestin-
ian officials said it would
avert a parliamentary vote of
confidence in his cabinet
planned for later in the day.
Legislators had predicted
an uphill battle for approval
of the cabinet by the Pales-
tinian Legislative Council,
where Mr Arafat criticism
for not doing enough to over-

: haul the government.

“The Palestinian people in
the Gaza Strip, the West Bank
and Jerusalem are invited to
free and direct general elec-
tions, to elect the head of the
Palestinian National Authori-
ty (PNA) and members of the
Legislative Council on Mon-
day, 20th January, 2003,” Mr
Arafat said in the decree, read

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Arafat sets Jan 20
for Palestlnlan

W"“‘

poll

in parhament Y theZLssem
bly’s speaker, Ahmed Korei.
It was not clear when or if
parliament would be dis-
solved. Mr Arafat has been
under intense US and Israeli
pressure to reform his Pales-
tinian Authority, which is in
charge of areas of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip undey in-
terim peace deals with Israel.
President George W. Bush
called in June for a rew
Palestinian leadership un-
compromised by “terror-
ism”, making the creation of
an independent Palestinian
state conditional on sweep-
ing democratic and otherre-
forms and an end to violence.
Palestinians last held eec-
tions in 1996. Under the de-
cree, Palestinians will be able
to declare their candidacyfor
the presidency and legisla-
ture during a nine-day period
starting from December 14,
Mr Arafat had already
vowed to hold elections be-
tween January 10 and 20, but
had not set a date. He has ilso
said holding polis will be hard
if Israeli forces continue tcoc-
cupy or blockade Palestinian
towns and villages—meas-
ures the army says are neeled
to halt attacks in an alirost

two-year- old uprising agai
Israeli occupation. reuters

12 g 20},



/liSRAELI TANKS MOVE INTO GAZA | NEW PALE/STINIAN TEAI\/I IN 2 WEEKS

RAMALLAH, Sept. 11. —
The Palestinian Cabinet re-
signed today following a
showdown between Mr Yas-
ser Arafat and Parliament
— the most serious chal-
lenge to the Palestinian lea-
der since he returned from
exile in 1994,

Earlier in the day, Mr
Arafat had set 20 January as
‘a date for presidential and
parliamentary elections in
an attempt to defuse the
confrontation with disgrunt-
led legislators who accused
him of making only half-
hearted reform efforts.

However, the gambit fai-
led, and legislators insisted
on going ahead with a vote
on the 21-member Cabinet.

“There is a crisis of confid-
ence,” said lawmaker Salah
Taameri, a veteran member
of Mr Arafat’s Fatah move-
ment. Mr Arafat now has
two weeks to present a new
Cabinet to the parliament.

The day began with Mr
Arafat summoning Fatah le-
gislators, who dominate the
88-seat parliament, to his
office to try to persuade
them to back the Cabinet.

He had reshuffled port-
folios in June, dismissing so-
me ministers and naming
five new ones as part of

./

. what he said would be ma-
jOt internal reforms. How-
ever, legislators complained
the changes were largely
cosmetic, and that many
ministers considered incom-
petent or tainted by suspi-
cion of corruption had been
allowed to stay on.

In today’s meeting, mary
of the Fatah legislators told
Mr Arafat they would not
back the Cabinet.

After the meeting, Mr
Arafat issued a decree set-
ting 20 January as the date
for presidential and parlia-
mentary elections, a move
expected to displease the
USA, which had sought a
delay that might help side-
line the Palestinian leader.

Palestinian officials said
setting an election date was
part of a compromise floa-
ted at the meeting. Mr Ara-
fat would set a date for elec-
tions, rendering the current
Cabinet a temporary one. In
this case, the legislators
said, they would be willing
to hold a vote only on the
five new ministers appoin-
ted in June, who are seen as
honest and hard-working
and enjoy wide support.

Mr Arafat, apparently
fearing defeat, accepted the
deal, the officials said.

However, Parliament’s le-
gal committee decided later
that the entire Cabinet must
be presented for .approval,
and not only the five new
ministers. Observers said
legislators apparently didn’t
believe Mr Arafat was
sincere in setting a date for

s Y SN
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COUNTER-ATTACK?: An Israeli tatk patrols a street in Nablus on

the West Bank as Palestinians hurl ones at it from rooftops. —

an election, and feared he
might revoke the decree later.

Israel bristles again
Israel flexed its muscles
again, sending troops and
armoured vehicles into
northern Gaza early today.
The forces took control of
one town and part of anoth-
er, residents said.

The tanks rolled in after

— P
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— AFP

nidnight, encircled Beit La-
hya and took over parts of
narby Beit Hanoun, they
sad. The Israeli mlhtary had
noimmediate comment.
Residents said bulldozers
accenpanied the troops, in-
dica:irg the Israelis planned
to dsstroy structures. There
was some gun fire, but no
caswlties were reported.

- a

" Arafat Cabinet resigns

At the Jabahya refugee
camp, near Gaza City, some
Palestinians were seen leav-
ing their homes, while gun--
men took up positions in the
streets in case the Israelis de-
cided to invade. Early on
Monday, Israelis moved into
the central part of the Gaza
Strip, encircling three refu-
gee camps and blowing up
the house of a militant fug;-
tive before withdrawing.

Fatah declaration
The Fatah mévement yes-
terday declared a “unilater-
al and unconditional end’
to attacks on Israeli civil
ians, adds The Times fron
Ramallah. But the declar:
tion stops short of a fu
ceasefire, insisting that Pal
estinians had the right
continue their resistance
against Israel’s 35-year oc
cupation of the West Ban!
and Gaza. This means tha
Fatah activists would con
tinue their attacks on sot
diers and armed Jewish set-
tlers in both areas.

The declaration, draw:
up after weeks of European
Union talks, is a initiative of
Fatah only. The announce-
ment took Fatah leaders by
“surprise” and caused anger

‘among many. The officials,

while confirming “broad in-
ternal agreement” on the
principles, said the leaked
draft had not been cleared
by all those involved.

Many believed that it had
been leaked by the Palestini-
an leadership or by the inter-
national community to give
the initiative momentum.



/lraq a step

%@NDON Sept. 10 — Tn
e most elaborate assess-

ment of Mr Saddam Huss-
cl0’s arsenal, the Internatio-
Institute for Strategic
fgtudles has warned that Iraq
Zwmay be one step away from
+huilding a nuclear bomb.

“Its findings have been

pR =

“described by Jane’s Defence

‘“:Weekly as the best document

available, though it contains
“11o new “killer fact”. The

“report, titled Iraq’s Weapons
of Mass Destruction: Net
Assessment, states little is kn-
own on Saddam’s clande-
stine programme since UN

- weapons inspectors left Bagh-
dad in 1998.

“The extent to which Iraq
has taken advantage of the
.absence of inspectors to
begin reconstituting its
prog_rammes and the
extent to which these efforts

Have succeeded or failed, is

not known,” the report says.

% In arelated development,

_former chief UN weapons

~ifispector Mr  Richard
-‘Batler today said Iraq could

S N T

produce a nuclear bomb
within six months if it
acquired core materials
from the Russian black mar-
ket, adds AFP from Sydney.

- Mr Butler, who hegded
the UN inspection team
expelled from Iraq in 1998,
said it was known that the
Iraqi President had links with
terrorist groups.

“The man is a plague
upon us all, and the world
would be a better place
without him. But the kind of
threat that’s being talked
about now is something we
need to look ‘at carefully
before people take the
horrible step of going to
war,” the New York-based

former Australian diplomat

told Australian Broad-
casting Corporation radio.

Mr Butler said Iraq had
the knowledge but not the
recessary core material
¢ such as highly-enriched ura-
nium or plutonium to prod-
. uce a nuclear bomb. /

R WY
.

1

SEP 200



//

WEST ASIA / ELECTIONS IN JAN.

Arafai

-

condemns

b P‘WC

terror attacks

RAMALLAH (WEST BANK), SEPT. 9.
The Palestinian Authority Presi-
dent, Yasser Arafat, told Parlia-
ment on Monday  he
condemned terror attacks on Is-
raeli civilians, confirmed that
elections would be held in early
January and offered — appar-
ently in jest — to give up exec-
utive powers.

The rambling speech was Mr.
Arafat’s first to Parliament in 18
months.

His lower lip quivering, Mr.
Arafat repeatedly fumbled with
the microphones and strayed
from the text, launching into
asides that were sometimes in-
comprehensible.

The speech, which came just
hours after 60 Israeli tanks en-
circled three Gaza refugee
camps and blew up the home of
a suspected militant, was both
conciliatory and packed with
accusations against Israel. Mr.
Arafat skipped over some pas-
sages of an earlier draft, includ-
ing one that called on
Parliament to ban suicide at-
tacks.

Israeli banned 12 legislators
from making the trip from Gaza
to Ramallah, saying they were
involved in attacks on Israelis.
In solidarity, other Gazan law-
makers stayed behind and par-
ticipated by video conference.

Several Palestinian legislators
complained that Mr. Arafat had
failed to present his new Cabi-
net — the result of a June re-
shuffle — to Parliament for
approval, and that he had not
set a specific election date, as
legislators had demanded.

When Mr. Arafat mentioned
that elections would be held in
January, one of the legislators
shouted: ‘“What is needed is a

The Palestinlan President,

Yasser Arafat, addressing

Parliament in Ramallah on
Monday. — Reuters

presidential decree with a spe-
cific date.” The vote on the Cab-
inet was to have been an
important test of Mr. Arafat’s
standing, and it was not clear
whether he commands a major-
ity in the 88-seat legislature.
Several lawmakers have said
they would withhold approval.

The legislature will recon-
vene on Tuesday.

The Palestinian leader has
been weakened in recent
months, with the United States
shunning him and Israel trying
to sideline him.

Since a major Israeli military
offensive that began in March,
he has been largely confined to
his headquarters in Ramallah.

Raanan Gissin, an adviser to
Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, said the speech was
meaningless and that Palesti-
nian reform would not work
with Mr. Arafat in power.
“Peace and reforms can only
happen when Arafat is not
there,” Mr. Gissin said.

Paul Patin, a spokesman for
the U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv,
said Mr. Arafat would be judged
by his actions, not his words.

— AP
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Israel allows session

of

14
JERUSALEM, SEPT. 3. Israel today
authoriseq the Palestinian Par-
liament to hoid a special session
in the West Bank town of Ra-
mallah, but said it would ban
any deputies involved in “ter-
rorism,” a senior Israeli official
told AFP.

The Israeli Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, authorised the
meeting at the request of the Is-
raeli Defence Minister, Binya-
min Ben Eliezer, said the
official, who asked not to
named. The Palestinian parlia-
ment is set to meet on Septem-
ber 9 to officially approve the
new cabinet unveiled by Yasser
Arafat in June as part of reforms

\ to the Palestinian Authority,

which has been branded by
Washington and Israel as cor-
rupt.

The official said the Israeli
co-ordinator of activities in the
Palestinian territories, Gen.
Amos Gilad, “has been tasked
with making sure that any
members of the Legislative
Council involved in terrorist ac-
tivities will not be able to join
the session. ‘““The co-ordinator
is the Israeli government repre-

alestinian _Hoyse

sentative to the Palestinians
and is the only one who can give
the necessary authorisation” to
travel within the West Bank, re-
occupied by Israeli forces for 10
weeks, or from the southern ter-
ritory of the Gaza Strip, the offi-
cial said. Israel's policy of
checkpoints and  closures
makes it virtually impossible for
Palestinian deputies to travel to
Ramallah from across the West
Bank, while the Gaza Strip is
sealed off by checkpoints and
an electric fence.

Mr. Sharon had stated his op-
position to allowing the gather-
ing at his weekly cabinet
meeting on Sunday, saying it
would serve as a “platform” for
Mr. Arafat and warning it would
be a “grave error”.

Meanwhile, Israel’s Supreme
Court ruled today that Israel can
expel relatives of Palestinian
terror suspects from the West
Bank to the Gaza Strip, but only
if it proves they pose a security
threat. A special nine-judge
panel made the unanimous rul-
ing in a case that pitted lsrael’s
security concerns against hu-
man rights claims. — AFP, AP

Israel braces to
face Iraqi attack

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), SEPT. 3. Apprehending a U.S. attack on Iraq after

November 1, Israel is completing its own contingency military
preparations by then. .

According to an agency report, the U.S. has not informed Israel
that it was getting ready to attack Iraq around November. But
Israe] assumes that November is a “reasonable deadline” and has,
consequently, asked its security and emergency services to com-
plete their preparations by then. Israel is apprehending that Iraq
might attack it after a U.S. military strike on Baghdad begins.

Iraq, Israeli security planners feel, could attack with chemical or
biological weapons delivered by its missiles.

Israeli intelligence is of the view that Iraq could also target Israel
by sending in remotely piloted planes that are stuffed with chem-
ical or biological weapons. Israel is of the view that Iraq is modify-
ing a MiG-21 plane that can be flown by remote control for this
purpose. Israeli fears of missile attack from Iraq have been awak-
ened also on account of its past experience with the regiine of
Saddam Hussein.

During the 1991 Gulf war, Iraq fired 39 Soviet origin Scud mis-
siles at Israel. Iraq subsequently has also been developing the El
Hussein rockets as delivery platforms for mass destruction war-
heads. Refusing to be caught off-guard, the Israeli Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, held a meeting with his top security officials on
Tuesday to complete its contingency plans to ward off an Iraqi
attack by November 1, the Israeli daily Maariv said.

Israeli officials declined to confirm the Tuesday meeting, but
acknowledged that a series of meetings had been held to discuss
the situation in Iraq in the recent past.

Given the nature of the threat from Iraq that could involve the
use of missiles, the Israelis are deploying anti-missile batteries at
key locations. Israel has especially beefed up the defence of its
nuclear reactors that it anticipates could be on the Iraqi hit list.

— 7
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EST ASIA / FIVE MORE PALESTINIANS KILLED

4

HEBRON (WEST BANK) SEPT. 1. Is-
raeli forces killed five Palesti-
nians o Sunday, a day after five
others died in a messy “targeted
killing,” prompting Palestinian
Authority (PA) officials to hit out
at the international community,
especially the United States, for
its silence in the face of the
slaughter.

Witnesses insisted at least
four of those killed on Sunday
were civilian workers, sparking
Palestinian charges Israel was
practising ‘‘state terrorism’’ af-
ter two children aged six and 10
died in the helicopter strike late
on Saturday. Four Palestinian
men in their 20s, including two
brothers, were shot dead early
on Sunday in an army ambush
which the military said had
thwarted a planned strike on
the Jewish settlement of Kiryat
Arba, near the flashpoint West
Bank city of Hebron.

The army said ‘“‘sabotage”
equipment was found on the
bodies of the dead.

But Palestinian witnesses in-
sisted the four were simply
workers from the village of
Shuyukh who were returning
late from their jobs at a nearby
quarry.

In the northern West Bank, a
Palestinian militant was hot
dead during an intense firefight
in the refugee camp of Jenin.

Abdel Karimp Bassam Sadi

~

jon
PA lambasts world’s inacti

An Israell army bulldozer pushes back a van that belongs to Palestinians after his driver
< attempted to sneak into Tulkarem through a dirt road on the outskirts of this West Bank
town on Saturday. After a spate of Palestinian suicide bombings in June, Israel has sealed

off much of the Palestinian territories.

(18), son of the local chief of the
Al-Quds Martyrs Brigades, the
armed wing of the radical group
Islamic Jihad, was fatally shot in
the chest. Senior Palestinian of-
ficials described Israel’s latest
killings of Palestinians as “state
terrorism” and slammed the
world community, and in par-
ticular Washington, for remain-
ing silent on the issue.

“We call on the international

CTHE HINDD

community to stop this blood-
shed, this killing in cold blood,
this state terrorism. We don't
hear the U.S. administration or
any other state speaking out
about the killing of Palestinian
children,” said Saeb Erakat, a
senior negotiator.

Nabil Abu Rudeina, top ad-
visor to the Palestinian Author-
ity President, Yasser Arafat,
called on the West Asian Quar-

— AP

tet, made up of the United
States, the United Nations, the
European Union and Russia, to
break off contact with Israel.
“This is the third crime in 48
hours, and a dangerous escala-
tion,” he said, adding that the
Palestinian leadership intended
to press for an emergency meet-
ing of the U.N. Security Council
to discuss measures against [s-
rael. — AFP 4

2 SEP M.
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Palestinians take -\¢

< control of Bethlehem \ |

BETHLEHEM (WEST BANK), AUG. 20.
Palestinian police took control
of Bethlehem early today as Is-
raeli forces pulled back from the
West Bank town in a first step to
ease the conflict, while an Israe-
i was shot dead by militants in
Gaza, where the withdrawal is
set to continue.

Under the “Gaza, Bethlehem
First” plan agreed on Sunday,
Israeli forces moved out of the
autonomous town, which had
been re-occupied in mid-June
along with almost all of the
West Bank after a spate of sui-
cide bombings. Both sides say
the move is a first step in a grad-
ual withdrawal aimed at easing
tensions, alleviating the plight
of the Palestinian population at
large and eventually reviving
the comatose peace process af-
ter almost two years of fighting.

The plan is the most signif-
icant security measure in al-
most a year, and foresees a
. progressive Israeli withdrawal
from land it has re-occupied
during the intifada, or uprising,
if the reformed Palestinian se-
curity forces can ensure an end
to attacks. The withdrawal start-
ed despite sharp clashes earlier
yesterday and was compieted as
the killing continued in Gaza

and in the northern West Bank
town of Tulkarem, where a Pal-
estinian militant was killed this
morning.

“The Israeli army withdrew
from Bethlehem and has rede-
ployed around the town. This
redeployment aims to allow the
Palestinians to act against ter-
rorism and restore a normal life
to the population,” the army
spokesman said in a statement.
The army said troops would re-
main in positions around the
town or at nearby roadblocks.
Israel fears that a single suicide
bomber slipping through a
roadblock to Jerusalem, just a
few miles to the north would
leave this initiative, like all its
predecessors, in tatters.

Palestinian officials told AFP
that about 100 Palestinian po-
lice had arrived in a convoy of
about a dozen jeeps from near-
by Jericho, the only main West
Bank town not reoccupied by
Israel. They deployed around
the headquarters of Bethle-
hem’s governor, where officials
from Palestinian security servic-
es, including West Bank security
chief, Haj Ismail, were meeting
over the withdrawal plan, the
sources said.

The plan was thrashed out

between the Israeli Defence
Minister, Binyamin Ben Eliezer
and the Palestinian Interior
Minister, Abdel Razaq al-Yahya.
Mr. Ben Eliezer described it as a
confidence-building move that
could open the way for future
political and security talks.

“The steps are essential as a
starting point for the future po-
litical and security process,” he
said.

If the plan works, it would be
extended to other areas, but
militant groups have vowed to
thwart it amid an overall lull in
the violence that has claimed
more than 2,400 lives since Sep-
tember 2000. In the Gaza Strip,
where the pullout is set to be .
implemented next, an Israeli
was shot dead early today by the
armed wing of the radical Is-
lamic group

Hamas, which led the charge
in condemning the withdrawal
plan. Hamas gunmen claimed
an ambush on the victim’s car
as he was driving near the set-
tlement of Neve Dekalim.

Radicals say the truce-for-
withdrawal plan aims to sap
their resistance to Israel’s occu-

pation of Paleyt'nian land. —

during talks on Sunday night{

AFP

2 ' run iy,



Traq plans to lure USA from
e -desert to street fights

WASHINGTON, Aug 9. - Iraq
plans to avoid desert battlefields
and instead lure invading US
troops into the hazards of urban
warfare, US intelligence officials
said. The strategy would place
millions of Iraqi civilians in the
way of an aerial bombardment
from US aircraft while threaten-
ing to maximise casualties among
US ground troops.

This interpretation raises the
spectre of US forces struggling
through the streets of Baghdad
in chemical weapons suits, while
Iraqi forces snipe at them using a
warren of underground tunnels
and bunkers to escape.

It also plays on American fears
of streetfighting against an un-
predictable foe. The 1993 deba-
cle on the streets of Mogadishu,
when 18.US soldiers were killed
by Somali rebels, the subject of
the film Black Hawk Down, af-
fected US foreign policy for the
rest of the Clinton Administra-

tion. The urban scenario is based
on the accounts of Iraqi defec-
tors and an assessment by the
Pentagon war planners. The Los
Angeles Times reported that
President Saddam Hussein has
told his officials to be prepared
for urban fighting. His ploy de-
rives in part from the lessons of
the 1991 Gulf War, when Iraqi
tanks and forces were easy prey
for the coalition’s air superiority.

Pentagon officials have al-
‘ready begun to try and factor the
risks of street-fighting into their
war plans. One of the strategies
leaked in recent weeks envisaged
an “inside-out” assault on Iraq,
which aimed to cripple Saddam’s
command by striking Baghdad
first, as opposed to a ground in-
vasion from the north, south, and
possibly west.

Such a strike could be laun-
ched swiftly, with as much sur-
prise as remains possible for an
attack that, although months
away, has been so heavily tele-
graphed. It would require around
70,000 US troops, either in the
region or within striking distance.

1

Although the eventual number
of US troops to be amassed in
the Gulf would be far greater, an
“inside-out” attack could be
launched while forces were still
arriving. Mr Michael O’Hanlon,
a military analyst with the Brook-
ings Institution, said that street-
fighting, and all the additional
dangers to Iraqi civilians and US
forces involved, was a “foregone
conclusion” if the USA invaded.

“Saddam won’t fight out in the
desert,” he said. “We’d win deci-
sively. “But it’s a tough kind of
war. I'm not sure President Bush
has fully signed up to that kind of
war.” ‘US military chiefs believe
their high-tech weaponry is pre-
cise enough to hit targets in cit-
ies. The technology that pro-
duced cruise missiles that could
turn the corners of Baghdad
streets in the Gulf War has im-
proved dramatically.

In Operation Desert Storm, le-
ss than 8 per cent of the munitions
dropped over Iraq were precision
guided. The figure rose to 35 per
cent in the 1998 Kosovo conflict
and to 56 per cent in Afghamstan
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Gaddafi with
Britain in
fighting terror

Michael Bir@on;%e:’nmeé; London G |

SIRTE (Libya), Aug.8. — In a nondescript brown
Bedouin tent on the sandy shore of the Mediterra-
nean, the first British minister to hold talks with
Colonel Gaddafi was yesterday assured that Libya
would settle the Lockerbie case as soon as possi-
ble, accept responsibility and pay compensation.

In almost three hours of talks in the surreal setting
of the Libyan leader’s desert retreat, Mr Michael
O’Brien, the minister responsible for West Asia, was
told that Libya had no time, money or interest in
building weapons of mass destruction and was ready
to sign further international agreements to demon-
strate its good faith in fighting terrorism. Col Gadda-
fi said that Al-Qaida was a greater threat to his plans
for a free, equal society than it was to the West.

The meeting took place in the hot afternoon sun
with a fleet of shiny black Mercedes parked out-
side the tent, armed guards that surrounded the
beach and two vast caravans pulled up nearby. It
looked for all the world like a circus.

Inside, looking remarkably robust, relaxed and
healthy, the Libyan leader dressed casually in chinos,
linen shirt, dark glasses and a quaint Tyrolean hat,
ranged over all the past unhappy history between
Britain and Libya. He insisted that he was ready to
start a new chapter of relations and settle Lockerbie,
the issue of the murder of police constable Yvonne
Fletcher and all other unresolved matters.

The meeting took place after five hours of talks
between Mr O’Brien and Libyan ministers, includ-
ing Mr Saad Mujber, deputy foreign minister, at a
hotel. Mr Mujber had given a strong commitment
to supporting the US-led fight against Al-Qaida.

Mr O’Brien defended his presence in Libya. He
said: “Col Gaddafi was indeed involved in the past
in terrorism but the evidence is that now that he
has not been involved in terrorism for some years:
He is not threatening his neighbours. Libya is mov-
ing away from being an outlaw pariah state to-
wards engagement with the West”.
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UN seeks end to Israeli

incursions’ii

4 % W

United Nations: In a major
victory for the Palestinians
and Arabs, UN general as-
sembly has condemned at-
tacks against Israeli and
Palestinian civilians and de-
manded an end to Israeli in-
cursions in the West Bank
and all acts of violence.

After a day-long debate on
the situation in West Asia,
which heard constant con-
demnation of Israeli mili-
tary action against Palestin-
ian civilians, the 189-member
assembly adopted a resolu-
tion, jointly drafted by the
Arabs and the European
Union, by 114 votes to four
with 11 abstentions. Besides
demanding an end to Israeli
incursions and violence in
West Asia, the resolution, ap-
proved on Monday night,
called for a free access to all
areas by medical and human-

West Bank
P

itarian organisations.

The debate itself was on
expected lines with the
Arabs and Islamic nations
strongly attacking Israel, the
United States strongly de-
fending it and attacking Is-
lamic fundamentalist groups,
and others trying to strike a
balance between the two.

The resolution was a ma-
jor victory for the Palestini-
ans and Arabs who had failed
to get any such resolution
passed by the UN security
council where the US had
threatened to veto any draft
which did not condemn Is-
lamic fundamentalist outfits,
including Hamas.

But the assembly resolu-
tions, unlike those of the
council, are not enforceable or
legally binding and have little .
value beyond showing what
the world at large feels. pn:
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10 die in Israel as suicide
(X
bomber blo up bus*c
/ /‘ Y

Reuters

Jerusalem: An apparent suicide bomber
blew up a bus in northern Israel during rush
hour on Sunday, killing at least 10 people,
wounding dozens and scattering charred re-
mains across the highway, Israeli witnesses
and officials said.

About three hours later, a Palestinian at-
tacker opened fire just outside the walls of
Jerusalem’s old city, sparking off a gun battle
that left three persons dead, including the
gunman, who was shot by police.

An Israeli security guard was fatally shot
after being pulled out of a truck belonging to
a communications company, and an Arab by-
stander was Killed in the crossfire, said Is-
raeli government spokesman Danny Sea-
man. Several people were also hurt.

The bus was packed with Israelis on their
way to work and a number of soldiers re-
turning to their base at the beginning of the
work week in Israel. It exploded at the Meron
junction between the towns of Acre and Ts-
fat, about 60 km northwest of the West Bank.

Militant group Hamas claimed responsi-
bility for the bus attack in a statement re-
ceived in Lebanon by Hezbollah'’s television
station, Al-Manar. Hamas said a suicide
bomber had detonated the bomb as a second
retaliatory attack for the death of Hamas’
military leader, Salah Shehadeh, killed along
with 14 other people in an Israeli bombing of

uding a number of soldiers. At
people were injured, two critically,

@
An Israeli policeman jumps over a covered
body as search for survivors continues
amidst the wreckage of a bus which was

destroyed by an explosion in Mount Meron
on Sunday.

said David Peretz, head of the emergency am-
bulance service Magen David Adom in north-
ern Israel. “I picked up four dead myself,”
Haim Ben-Shimon, a civilian, who was near- |
by at the time of the blast, said. “The bus is
simply crushed. It looks as if the explosion
happened in the centre of the bus.”

The Palestinian authority blames Israeli
prime minister Ariel Sharon for today’s bomb
attack on the bus, an aide to Yasser Arafat
said. “Ariel Sharon’s government bears the
responsibiljty for this violence because it con-
tinues itsAggression against the Palestinian
people afid refuses to return to the negotiat-
ing tajfle,” Nabil Abu Rudeina said. a»
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Four ‘die as

Israeli Army

storms

Jerusalem, August 2 \4/ Vv L7

AT LEAST four Palestinians
were killed and five houses de-
stroyed by the Israeli Army to-
day during overnight clashes
and operations in the West Bank
city of Nablus and elsewhere.

The Israeli army said it was
trying to eliminate terrorist net-
works, with an incursion into
Nablus following the bombing
earlier this week of a university
cafeteria in Jerusalem which
killed seven people including
four Americans and wounded
more than 80.

The American deaths seemed
certain to complicate US at-
tempts to calm a conflict raging
for more than 22 months. Hamas
said Wednesday’s bombing was
part of its revenge for a Gaza air
raid last week that killed its mil-
itary commander, his lieutenant
and 13 other Palestinians, in-
cluding nine children.

After vowing harsh retaliation
against Hamas, Israel sent
columns of tanks deep into the
heart of Palestinian-ruled
Nablus, which had been sur-
rounded and under curfew for
weeks. Also today, Israeli offi-
cials approved orders to expel
relatives of two suspected ter-
rorists from the West Bank to
Gaza, measures the Israelis hope
will deter potential attackers.

Israeli troops entered the nar-
row alleyways of the Old City of
Nablus early this morning, resi-
dents said, after about 150 ar-
moured vehicles moved into the
West Bank city. Two Palestinian
gunmen were killed during the
incursion.

The Israeli military said sol-
diers surrounded the Old City
and conducted searches and ar-
rests. “Nablus serves as a focus
of activity of terror groups, led
by Hamas and Fatah,” a state-
ment by the military said.

In the nearby village of Salem,
Israeli soldiers surrounded the
house of a Hamas activist, Amjad

Nablus

Jubur, 28, and shot him dead after
they had handcuffed hi% hands
behind his back, a neighbour
claimed. The military said he was
shot while trying to escape.

In Hebron, Israeli forces blew
up a three-story house belonging
to the family of a Palestinian
who had carried out an attack in
Jerusalem last November, the
military said, and in Tulkarem,
soldiers destroyed the house of a
Hamas gunmen who had opened
fire in the Israeli coastal city of
Netanya in March 2001, killing
three.

In the Gaza Strip, one Pales-
tinian was killed and two wound-
ed in exchanges of fire after mid-
night, when Israeli troops de-
stroyed three structures along
the Gaza border with Egypt, res-
idents said. The military said
soldiers destroyed an abandoned
building used by Palestinians to
fire anti-tank missiles,

Late on Thursday, soldiers
guarding a Jewish settlement in
the central Gaza Strip shot dead
a nine-year-old Palestinian girl,
Palestinian security sources
said. The army said troops in the
area shot back after Palestinians
fired on them. The Nablus opera-
tion followed Bush’s condemna-
tion of Wednesday’s bombing in
Jerusalem. .

“I'm just as angry as Israel is
right now,” Bush told reporters
in Washington on Thursday. “I'm
furious that innocent life was
lost. However, through my fury,
even though I am mad, I still be-
lieve peace is possible.”

Friends and relatives of the
American victims stood sobbing
on the tarmac at Tel Aviv’s Ben-
Gurion airport before the two
caskets were loaded aboard a
flight to New York.

The rlane carried the bodies
of Janis Coulter, 36, a New York-
based administrator for Hebrew
University, and Benjamin Blut-
stein, 2§ a student from Pennsyl-
vania.

Agencies
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/
A lesson
" @j By Atul Aneja 10 ’\-7

MANAMA, JULY 31. At least seven persons were
killed and another 80 injured when a bomb ex-
ploded in a crowded cafeteria in Jerusalem’s He-
brew University campus. Around 14 of the
wounded are reportedly in a serious condition.

The extremist Hamas organisation has
claimed responsibility for the attack, which it
said was carried out in retaliation to the Israeli
slaying of its military commander, Salah She-
hade, in an air raid recently.

The attack is the biggest after the twin suicide
bombings in June in which 26 Israelis were
killed. This incident could delay the revival of
the stalled peace process between Israelis and
the Palestinians. After a gap of several months,
the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, is

to Israelis; Hamas

|

scheduled to meet senior Palestinian leaders in
Washington next week. The military wing of the
Hamas, 1zz -el-Deen-Qassam, said in a state-
ment that the blast was part of a series of re-
sponses that will take a long time and teach all
Israelis (a lesson). Hamas has also claimed that
the explosion in the university which is close to
the dividing line of the predominately Palesti-
nian East Jerusalem and West Jerusalem was not
carried out by a suicide bomber.

An official of the Fatah organisation said the
situation would worsen if Israel persisted with
its present policy in the Palestinian territories.

The toll was particularly heavy because a lot
of students, including foreigners, were taking
exams. Though classes were not in session,
many students who were registering for admis-
sions were present near the site of th- blast/



/ Seven dead and eighty injured in cafeteria bombing

(\ 14
FROM DAN WILLIAMS

Jerusalem, July 31 (Reuters):
Palestinian militants detonated
a bomb in a crowded cafeteria at
Jerusalem’s Hebrew University
as Israeli, Arab and foreign stu-
dents ate lunch today, killing
seven people and wounding
more than 80.

The military wing of the Is-
lamic militant group Hamas
said it carried out the attack —
which did not appear to be a sui-
cide bombing — in revenge for
an Israeli air strike in Gaza last
week that killed its military com-
marnder and 14 other Palestini-
ans, including nine children.

A US embassy spokesman in
Tel Aviv said an American
woman was among the dead and
at least three US citizens were
hurt. The nationalities of the
other victims were not immedi-
ately known.

“There was a boom, every
thing went up in the air,” Lee
Seung Jae, a Korean student,
said. The cafeteria’s windows
were blown out and a thick cloud
of smoke and the stench of
charred human flesh met medics
who rushed to the scene.

The blast, condemned by
Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian Au-
thority; followed a suicide bomb-
ing that wounded four people in
Jerusalem yesterday. It raised

fears of a widening cycle of /

An emergency services worker helps an injured woman following
the blast at the cafeteria. (Reuters)

death and retribution and cast
further doubt on prospects for
ending 22 months of Israeli-
Palestinian violence.

Police said it appeared a
bomb was planted in the cafete-
ria in the Frank Sinatra Interna-
tional Students Centre, on the
university’s Mount Scopus cam-
pus near Arab East Jerusalem, a
departure from militants’ usual
pattern of suicide attacks.

They said the bomb may have
[

been left in abag and that at least
seven people were killed and
more than 80 wounded.

The centre —riamed after the
late American singer Frank
Sinatra, a financial donor — was
a popular gathering place hailed
by students as an example of eth-
nic and racial harmony despite
the 22-month-old Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. .

“It is a real shame. These stu-
dents — Jews and Arabs, as well

. Blast in Hebrew varsity
\%

as others, mixing together —
were trying to learn and define
their lives,” said Brazilian stu-
dent Amanda Green, 20.

Yossi Halfon, who was dining
with friends, said: “The cafeteria
was pretty crowded and the
blast was in the middle of the
room. 1didn’t see anybody suspi-
cious.”

Some of the injured, their
faces streaked with blood, wan-
dered around dazed. One woman
sat trembling, her skin charred
black and dress shredded into
strips, as paramedics treated her.

Students ripped off their T-
shirts and used them to staunch
victims’ wounds.

The university was not in
regular session, but many for-
eign students were taking sum-
mer classes.

The United States, Israel’s
key ally, condemned the attack
and said President George W.
Bush would not stop trying to
bring peace to West Asia.

“The President condemns
the attack this morning in
Jerusalem in the strongest
terms,” said White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer. “This

- isahorrific act of terror.”

US civil rights leader Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson cancelled
talks in the Gaza Strip with
Hamas founder Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin as a mark of respect for
the victims and their families.

—




~s"Prisoner transfer plan in place

RAMALLAH, MAY 1. Palestinian of-
ficials have agreed to a plan for
transferring six wanted men
from the Palestinian Authority
leader, Yasser Arafat’s com-
pound to a West Bank prison,
paving the way for Mr. Arafat’s
release from Israeli confine-
ment, possibly by nightfall, a
Palestinian official said on
Wednesday.

An adviser to Mr. Arafat, Mo-
hammed Rashid, said that the
six prisoners were expected to

Y. be moved from Mr. Arafat’s

headquarters jn Ramallah to the
town-#f Jeri 1 several
hoi* YAt the pa. ™ e would
be guarded by:*A.nerican ‘and
British wardens.

Immediately after the prison-
ers left Ramallah, Israeli tanks
would pull out of the city, in-
cluding Mr. Arafat’s headquar-
ters, Mr. Rashid said. “Ramallah
will be freed of tanks immedi-
ately after the prisoners leave
the compound,” he said. In Je-

N ,}

F

rusalem, Israeli and Palestinian
officials met to finalise the deal.

The six men have been holed-
up with Mr. Arafat and about
300 other people since Israel’s
invasion on March 29.

In a rapid trial at the com-
pound, with police acting as
judges, four were convicted of
the killing of the Israeli Cabinet
Minister, Rehavam Zeevi, last
October.

The other two are the leader
of the Palestinian Liberation Or-
ganisation (PLO) faction that
carried out the assassination,
Ahmed Saadat, and the alleged
mastermind of a Palestinian
arms shipment intercepted by
the Israeli navy in January, Fuad
Shobaki. ,

Meanwhile in Bethlehem,
two Palestinian policemen
emerged from the Church of the
Nativity on Wednesday, a day
after 26 civilians and members
of the security forces walked out
of the besieged compound.

The Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat (centre), meets the
British envoy, Jeffrey Geoffrey (second right) and the U.S.
envoy, Ronald Schlicher (fourth right), at his besleged
headquarters in Ramaliah on Wednesday. — Reuters

Nearly 200 others,including
two-dozen Palestinians wanted
by Israel, remain holed-up in
the church, and there were no
signs that the month-long

standoff was ending. Israel in-
sists that they either surrender
or accept exile; the Palestinians
propose that they be taken to
Gaza.
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