A game of oneupm

R. JOHN Howard is back
as Australia’s Prime
Minister for the third
time. His Liberal-
Democrat coalition was swept back
to power in the November 10
elections on a platform of “border
protection” and support to “anti-
terrorism’’ after the September 11
attacks.

Mr. Howard, whose game
before the “Tampa issue” came to
the fore at the end of August,
realised that “‘keeping the refugées
out” would mean an easy ride back
to power. And that was exactly what
happened.

The Tampa was a Norwegian ship
which had saved a couple of
hundred refugees from sure death;
but to Mr. Howard and his political
associates it provided a campaign

plank that had a built-in
clause for success.

Yes, the Labour
leader, Mr. Kim Beazley,
who has since quit, did
try to focus on issues
like general sales tax
and education. But he
seemed to have lost the
polls when he came out
in open support of Mr.
Howard’s anti-refugee
policy.

Many Australians
thought that the Labour
approach, with its Asian
focus, would be a
different one — that did
not, however, prove to
be the case. In the end,
the ruling coalition was
able to “lead” Labour to
defeat. It can, however,
be argued that had
Labour opposed Mr.
Howard, it would have
provided the ultimate
campaign issue to the
Prime Minister.

While the ruling :
coalition claimed that its
handling of the
economy had brought it

back to power, few would be fooled
into believing this. The far-right One
Nation party plank was appropriated
by Mr. Howard — giving the
ideology of Ms. Pauline Hanson a
new respectability.

And then Tampa happened at just
the right time — allowing Mr.
Howard to “‘use” the issue and then
call the election.

An anti-refugee, anti-foreigner

plank, plugged so heavily by Ms.

Hanson, was taken over by a canny
politician who came to realise that
such an approach was just what the
doctor ordered for the November
elections.
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The far-right One Nation
party plank was
appropriated by Mr. John
Howard in the Australian
polls, giving Ms. Pauline
Hanson'’s ideology a new
respectability,

INO country can be unaffected by
such an approach. Australia can
hardly expect to be taken as a
serious international player if it
pursues irresponsible policies back
home. The refugees (who continue to
arrive) are driven not by the lure of
Australia’s riches, but desperate
conditions back home.

The Western world would be quick
to condemn Pakistan and Iran if it

anship
Indm Mr. Jusuf

Wanandi, wrote recently.

“That he (Mr. Howard) has been
re-elected, despite being so narrow-
minded and out of place for an
open, modern Australia, located in
the western Pacific together with
over two billion East Asians, only
shows how immature and full of fear
a large number of Australians still
are. This brings home serious
disillusionment for people like me,
who thought that the country
(Australia) could inject some civilised
values and democratic ideals in the
region,” he added.

Already, the Indonesian Foreign
Minister, Mr. Hasan Wirayuda, has
cautioned Australia against what he
called ‘‘megaphone diplomacy”. At
the height of the Tampa crisis, the
Indonesian President, Ms. Megawati

Riding the ‘nationalism’ wave

had closed its borders to Afghan
refugees, but presumably it's okay
for Australia to do so. Democracy
and decency, it needs to be stressed,
are standards that can and should be
equally held up to the “Western”
world.

But what of Australia’s
international obligations and its
international image as it tries to farm
out helpless refugees to tiny Pacific
islands?

“Following a very ugly campaign,
where racism, xenophobia and
bigotry became the main tactics to
win the election, Australia’s status —
regionally and internationally — has
been badly affected,” a senior

Sukarnoputri, refused to take Mr.
Howard’s calls. .

There is little doubt that Australia’s
approach to the whole refugee issues
has come as a setback to its
international image. The electoral -
position taken by Mr. Howard
emphasised this even more.

Now that the polls are over, is a
more humane approach to the
Afghan and Iragi refugees possible?
Or will new Australian-funded
refugee enclaves continue to sprout
all over the Pacific?

That’s a question only Mr. Howard
and his Government can answer.
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Auslralla resumes,,. 0
defence ties with Pak

SYDNEY: Close on the heels of
the U.S. lifting sanctions against
Pakistan, Australia has resumed
defence links with Islamabad and
lifted the restrictions imposed on
the country following its 1998
nuclear tests.

“We are today announcing the
government’s decision to lift the
measures adopted against Pakistan
following its nuclear tests in May
1998, which suspended defence
relations between the two coun-
tries,” Australian foreign minister
Alexander Downer and defence
minister Peter Reith said in a joint
statement here.

“Our decision to lift the meas-
ures is one way of demonstrating
Australia’s support for Pakistan’s
stand against terrorism at this crit-
ical time,” the statement added.

“Last weeks terrible acts in New
York and Washington demonstrat-
ed graphically the pressing need

for the international community to
make a strong and united effort to
combat terr e two minis-

ters said.

The government \pf Pakistan has
taken a forthright, fyont-line stand
in support of international anti-ter-
rorist efforts. Australia warmly
welcomes this, they added.

“In practical terms, the govern-
ment’s decision enables the defence
establishments of the. two countries
to re-establish their links,” the state-
ment quoted the ministers as saying,
Pakistan has agreed to the return of
an Australian defence attache to
Islamabad.

Canberra’s decision also lifts the
suspension of non-humanitarian
aid, but in current circumstances it
is appropriate that Australia’s
development cooperation pro-

gramme with Pak]stan continugto |
focus on h istdnce, |
they said. ;°7) /o |

T rEy e

ey '

THE TivcS OF INDIA

rp 2%

1
-

[

1 -



~~ Australia intercepts Indonesian
boat with 200 asylum-seekers %I

ASSUCIATED PRESS \/\
SYDNEY, Sept. 8. - The Austrahan na-
vy intercepted and boarded an Indonesi-
an boat bound for Australia, carrying

, around 200 suspected illegal immi-

grants, Prime Minister Mr John Howard

said today.

The migrants were taken off the ship
last ‘night and put on the HMAS Man-
oora, which is heading for Papua New
Guinea, carrying 433 refugees turned
away recently by Australia, after they
were rescued from a sinking Indonesian
ferry by the crew of the Norwegian cargo

ship MV Tampa.

Mr Howard said the latest boatload of
refugees was intercepted, after it ignor-
ed warnings to stop and continued to-
wards Ashmore Island, off Australia’s
northwest coast. The migrants were
“subsequently taken off the Indonesian
vessel and placed on HMAS Manoora,
the vessel carrying the other people tak:
en off the Tampa. And the Manoora will
continue on its voyage and re-provi-
sioned outside Australian territorial wa-
ters,” Mr Howard told reporters here.

He said a request made to the Indone-
sian authorities to board the vessel

while in Indonesian waters was turned

down. Australian authorities then wai-
ted for the boat to arrive in the interna-
tional waters, before taking action.

“At no stage did this vessel reach the
Australian territorial waters. As a re-
sult, the question of applications for asy-
lum status do not arise,” he clarified.

Mr Howard sparked off a storm of in-
ternational protest last week when he
refused to let the Tampa dock in Aus-
tralia. However, his popularity rating
soared, just months before a general
election, where he is. seeking a third
term.
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“India, Australia discuss

terrorism

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT k‘?‘

New Delhi, Aug. 30: India and Australla on
Thursday held extensive talks on crucial
security issues, including terrorism, arms
control, disarmament and stability in the
Asia-Pacific region, and agreed to carry for-
ward the dialogue process to make it a regu-
lar affair.

A joint statement released at the end of the
day-long meet said the next round will take
place in Canberra in 2002. The talks were
open, constructive and wide-ranging and
demonstrated shared perspectives and com-
mon interests on a number of important
issues, including in the Asia-Pacific and
Indian Ocean regions, the statement said.
Both sides agreed that the two countries
were factors for stability in these regions.

The two sides also discussed specific
issues like the role of major powers, particu-
larly security situations in the broad Asia-
Pacific region. The role of regional group-
ings, maritime security, exporp controls,
nuclear and missile non-proliferation and
small arms were also on the agenda for talks.

control

)/ A special feature of the talks was the inclu-

sion in each delegation of senior defence
and armed forces representatives.

The Australian team was led by assistant
secretary (international affairs) W. Patter-
son. The Indian side was led by joint secre-
tary (disarmament and international affairs)
Sheel Kant Sharma. The teams from the two
countries also had senior uniformed military
officials. The first-ever strategic talks
between the two countries were focused on
four issues: global security issues, regional
security issues, security and defence policies
and exchanges, and specific issues in arms
control and disarmament.

India conveyed its concerns on terrorism to
Australia. New Delhi also stated that rela-
tions with Australia should not be hindered
due to the conflicts and tensions of the past.
The two sides, as major players in the
region, should work together on the security
issues.

The senior officials from the two sides also
discussed the post-Cold War situation in the
region. They also discussed the marigipffe
dimensions of regional security.
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/ Australia’s

By Amit Baruah

Id
SINGAPORE, AUG 15. If the idea is to deter peoplg(w

from travelling to Australia “‘illegally”, then the
treatment meted out to six-year-old Shayan
Badraie should be a sufficient deterrent to both
families and individuals.

This Iranian boy has been diagnosed as suf-
fering from acute post-traumatic stress disor-
der after seeing an inmate at the Villawood
detention centre attempting suicide by slash-
ing his wrists. Earlier, at the Woomera deten-
tion centre for refugees, Shayan saw inmates
setting fire to themselves and guards using ba-
tons to deal with rioters.

He remains in detention but is currently in
hospital for treatment. Australia follows a
mandatory policy of detaining all “illegal”” ar-
rivals and keeping them there until they are
deported or found to be bona fide refugees
according to the country’s rules. The country’s
approach to refugees and their families led a
Pakistani man to immolate himself outside the
Australian Federal Parliament in Canberra ear-
lier this year. The Iranian child, whose story
was carried today by the Sydney Morning Her-
ald, does not speak and is regularly admitted to
hospital for he refuses to eat or drink after see-
ing the traumatic events at two detention cen-
tres. ‘“He, his younger sister, and Iranian
parents have been in detention for 17 months.
Their application for refugee status has been
declined, and they are expected to be deported
any day,” the Herald reported.

According to Mr. Philip Ruddock, Australia’s
hardline Immigration Minister, the parents
had brought their child to Australia ‘‘unlawful-
ly”, aware that they would be detained when
they got to the country. “A lot of psychiatric
conditions arise when you have a predisposi-
tion to them, and this can be triggered if your
parents elect to bring you half way around the
world in order to make asylum claims,” Mr.
Ruddock said, putting the blame for the boy’s
condition on the parents.

In response, Mr. Duncan Kerr, Opposition
justice spokesman, said blaming asylum-seek-
ers for the condition of their child was sicken-
ing. “I find this extraordinary..to blame

refugee poli;:/y
)

Fog blankets Sydney Harbour, partially obscuring office towers in the city’s central

under fire

business district, on Wednesday. Australia’s asylum policy is increasingly coming
under criticism from various quarters. — Reuters

parents for the trauma that happens if their
child is placed in circumstances where they are
behind the wire for 17 months, witnessing vio-
lence, and then blaming the victim, if that is
the case, 'm quite upset about that and I don’t
think it does the Minister no credit whatsoev-
er,” Mr. Kerr was quoted as saying.

“Putting one’s head in the sand and blaming
it on the parents who have come to Australia
seeking protection is something that makes me
quite ill,” he said, demanding that the Govern-
ment hold an inquiry into the detention cen-
tres.

In its annual report for 2001, Human Rights
Watch blamed Australia for pursuing a “puni-
tive asylum policy which showed little regard
for either abiding or being judged by interna-
tional human rights standards”’. Despite only

receiving a tiny proportion of the world’s refu-
gees — 9,450 asylum applicants in 1999, com-
pared with 95,110 applicants in Germany —

Australia reacted with disproportionate zeal to |

the arrivals, the human rights watchdog said.
Australia, it said, pursued a policy of mandato-
ry detention for all asylum-seekers and other
non-citizens who arrived through "illegal"
channels.

"’In July 2000, the U.N. Human Rights Com-
mittee criticised Australia for its mandatory
detention policies and for neither informing.
nor allowing, NGOs access to inform detainees
of their right to seek legal advice. Asylum-seek-
ers were kept in remote detention centres
thousands of miles away from major popula-
tion centres,” Human Rights Watch said.
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" The race has just begun

T1IS certn that Australia will

have general elections in De-

cember. And, as parties be-

gin preparations for the polls
in the country of 19 million peo-
ple, there is a sense of fatigue in
the electorate.

During a recent visit to Austra-
lia, where this correspondent
travelled to Sydney, Canberra and
Adelaide, there was a sense of dis-
satisfaction with the performance
of politicians — whether from the
ruling Liberal Party / National

Party coalition or the Labour Par-
ty.

However, given the fact that
politicians are not the most pop-
ular bunch in most democracies
(including India), Australian de-
mocracy has nothing much to be
worried about.

The electorate is concerned
about the imposition of an
across-the-board GST by the John
Howard Government and the
consequent increase in prices;
workers and unions are worried
about the cutback in benefits and
sections of the rich are concerned
that parties do not have pro-
grammes they can support.

If you were in Sydney on June
19, you could travel free by the
city’s public transport system —
on buses, trains and ferries. The
police were not collecting fines
from motorists — it was a free for
all. The reason? Unions in New
South Wales were pratesting the

In Australia, the
opposition Labour
-Party has the edge
now but the ruling
coalition could gain
ground as the poll
date nears.
Amit Baruah reports.

THE CONTENDERS: Mr. John Howard and Mr. Kim Beazley.

cutback in medical benefits and
were so angry that they mounted
a blockade of the State Parlia-
ment. As Australia integrates with
the global economy, there are
fears among ordinary Australians
about the impact on them — par-
ticularly with regards to jobs and
benefits. The Government, how-
ever, is actively promoting re-
gional and global economic
interaction and believes that this
is the way forward.

For the upcoming elections, the
picture appears to be mixed. The
Liberal/National coalition, which
was voted back to power in Octo-
ber 1998 holds 80 seats in the 148-
member House of Representa-
tives. The Australian Labour Party
or ALP has 68. According to recent
polls, the Government is said to
be “well behind” in the run-up to
the polls. That picture, however,
can change and a Labour Party of-
ficial told this correspondent that

the Government usually picks up
points as the election nears.

In March 1996, the Liberal/Na-
tional coalition broke the 13-year-
old monopoly of Labour on pow-
er. And, now, after six years of
coalition rule, Labour is attempt-
ing a comeback under Mr. Kim
Beazley. It is instructive what the
U.S. State Department’s country
brief has to say about “political
conditions” in Australia: “Three
political parties dominate the
centre of the Australian political

spectrum; the Liberal Party (LP),
nominally representing urban
business-related groups, the Na-
tional Party (NP), nominally rep-
resenting rural interests; and the
Australian Labour Party (ALP),
nominally representing the trade
unions and liberal groups.”

“Although embracing some
leftists, ALP traditionally has been
moderately socialist in its policies
and approaches to social issues.
All political groups are tied by tra-
dition to domestic welfare poli-
cies, mostly enacted in the 1980s,
which have kept Australia in the
forefront of societies offering ex-
tensive social welfare pro-
grammes.  Australia’s  social
welfare safety net has been re-
duced in recent years, however, in
response to budgetary pressures
and a changing political out-
look....” the U.S. State Depart-
ment added.

Other than the whittling down
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of welfare measures, another is-
sue that has come to dominate
the headlines in Australia is that
of “illegal’” immigrants and their
mandatory detention. A recent
joint parliamentary committee
was severe in its criticism of the
Government and the way it had
handled the issue. However, party
positions on the issue are being
influenced by the views of the
right-wing One Nation party of
Ms. Pauline Hanson. After faring
badly in the 1998 general election,
One Nation has staged a come-
back in State elections.

In the country’s preferential
vote system, some analysts argue,
One Nation can make a difference
in seats where no party attains an
outright victory. Analysts have al-
so described One Nation as an
“anti- almost-everything’" party.
The party is anti-refugee and anti-
immigrant.

“How can a person be deter-
mined as a refugee when they
possibly pass 16 countries to get
to Australia, pay more to get here
than on a legal cruise ship, and |
destroy all forms of identifica-
tion...” Ms. Hanson said in a re-
cent statement. “The Howard
Government decided to build
more detention centres at an
enormous cost to the Australian
taxpayer, yet can’t build or service
existing hospitals or better roads
for Australians...”

The agendas of the major par-
ties on the immigrant-refugee
question, clearly, are being pre-
empted by Ms. Hanson. The Lib-
eral/National coalition Govern-
ment, for instance, rejected out of
hand the recommendation of a
Parliamentary Committee that
refugees/immigrants be released
after serving 14 weeks in deten-
tion.

There is little doubt that Austra-
lia’s democratic credentials have
not been served by the way in
which the Government has been
dealing with the issue of refugee-
immigrants. Given the fact that a
majority of refugees are coming
from desperate countries such as
Afghanistan and Iraq, one can on-
ly imagine what suffering these
persons have undergone in their
countries of origin and during
their journey to Australia. And,
very often, their claims are reject-
ed and many are rotting in deten-
tion centres.

Labour may have an edge today
in the opinion polls, but the Lib-
eral/National coalition is going to
fight it out to the last. The polls
promise an interesting outcome.
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%ustmli%; move to dump Queen

Sydney %‘F\/\O

STILL SMARTING from
defeat in Australia’s 1999 con-
stitutional referendum,
. Republicans here today
unveiled new plans to kick-
start their push to sack
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth as
head of state.

The Australian Republican
Movement (ARM), which rep-
resents the moderate main-
stream of the anti-monarchist
movement, is optimistic the
debate will be resumed in the
next term of parliament,
whichever side wins upcom-
ing elections.

Although opinion polls
showed majority support for
the switch to a republic, many
voted for the monarchy rather
than support the only republi-
can option offered at the refer-
endum — that a president
would be appointed by a two-
thirds majority in parliament.

Under the latest proposal,
seen as the best compromise
between those who favour
direct presidential elections
and those who maintain par-
liament should appoint the
head of state, Australians
would vote for an electoral col-
lege that would then choose a
president. ARM president
Greg Barns said it would
maintain the principle of
direct election under a West-
! minster system. “It’s some-
thing we haven’t had before
and it would compromise the
role of an independent head of
state”, he said.

Conservative Prime Minis-
ter John Howard, who led the
monarchist campaign for the
referendum, is currently trail-
ing badly in the polls ahead of
the next general elections and
plans to retire soon after the
election, whether he wins or
not.
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- SYDNEY, FEB 12

Boat people bring disease: Hanson

REUTERS SQ} r "\
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POLITICAL eb
Pauline Hanson said on Monday
her One Nation party’s electoral
comeback was in part a backlash at
the Australian government’s “soft”
approach e boatpeople, who she
a 4@ Yiinging diseases to

* One Natiop tapped a vein of
voter discontemt sétie!p topple the
state goverhn

Western Aus-
atyrday, but little was
heard of its ahfi-immigration plat-
form during the campaign. But on
Monday, Hanson told local media:
“At every meeting people asked
me about what we are going to do

1 -about the illegal boatpeople™.

“The general feeling is that
people feel forgotten, that the gov-
ernment and the Opposition are
more concerned about the illegal

J——

ing these diseases.”

Hanson’s  anti-immigration
policies damaged Australia’s repu-
tation in Asia in 1996 when the the

boatpeople arriving on our shores  former fish and chip shop owner
and that they actually provide firstburstontothe scene.
tnore for them Australia is try-
than our own ing to track down
people - here,” 18 Afghan boat-
Hanson said. BEYOND . people released by
“We don't g g authorities who
know if they've § " maybe cartying ty-
got any criminal | get phoid fever after

background. We
don’t know exactly where they're
from, and another thing there’s
diseases that they’re bringing into
Australia,” she said.

“It’s a known fact that some of
them have got typhoid. We're leav-
ing our people wide open to catch-

six cases of the ill-
ness were discovered in detention
camps. The 18 asylum-seekers
were released in Januaty from two
remote immigration processing

_centres, where six people who trav-

elled to Australia on_the same
boats as the Afghans have since

been diagnosed with .the life-
threatening illness. Australia has
expressed alarm at a surge in illegal
arrivals, many of Middle Eastern
origin. Three boats carrying nearly
300 illegal immigrants were inter-
cepted in the first three weeks of
2001, while 50 boats carrying 3,080
people arrived in 2000.

One Nationwon nearly 10 per-
cent of the vote in the Western
Australia election, reflecting a
voter backlash against Prime Min-
ister John Howard’s Liberal/Na-
tional government and the Oppo-
sition Labor party.

“The clear message is, they
don’t want them here; they want |
the government to turn the boats |
around and say go back where they
come from,” Hansonsaid. =~

NDIAN EXPRES?
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